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T ©
The Citizens of London.

Gentlemen,

= T may, tothe Glory of you and youy
=\ Anceftors, be remarked, that you were
always the firlk 20 appear againft any
Meafures rhat fecemed rto threaten Des
4| ftruttion zo the Liberties of your Conn-
| =~ try; therefore it is no Wonder thas
you appeared {o early and {o ftrenuouily agaznft the
late Bill, by which fo many T houfands were to baye
been made the Slaves of every furure Adminiiration s
For this Reafon, 1 fball always be proud of your Pa-
tronage. But I bhave another Reafon for applying
myfelf in particular ro you: T he follorwing Sheers will
fhew you how dangerous it is to add ro the Power of
the Crown s but as I would advife you to be aware
of thofe whe are for increafing #be Power of the Crown,
Jo I would advife you to be Particularly watchful g-
gainft all Arremprs that may hereafier be made, for
Purting any Reflraint upon your own Power.

Remember, Gentlemen, there was bur 4 Jew Years
ag0 a Law pafed, by which it is enalffed, That no
A&, Order, or Ordinance whatfoever, fhall b made
or paffed in the Common Council, without : : Affent
of the Mayor and Aldermen prefent, or tae major
Part of them; nor without the Affent of the Com-
mons prefent, or the major Part of them.

I



v DEDICATION.

T avas a- that Time furprized to fee fuch a Law
{:ﬂéd, qith fo little Oppofitions for vour Aldermen

ang bur few iu Number, and not removable ar your
Pieafure, or at the End of the Xear, as the other

embers of vour Common Courncil are, it may bap-
. pen thar the Majorzty of them may e Men whofe
“Sentiments may be very d:fferent from the Sentiments
of the Generality of the City of London. Cenfider,ihat
if in future Times the Conrt fhould have fome favou-
'fite Jobb ro carry on in Parliament, ( fuch as the
late Excife Scheme, for Example’s Sake) and were
afraid of a Perition from the City againft it, wownld
i not be more eafy for Miniflers of Stare to manage
fo, as to get the Majority of the Court of Aldermen
againft peritzoniig, than it would be to get & Majors-
ty of the whole fammafz Council againdt zz.

If e fbould be fo uufortunate, as in any future
Time to bave a Court forming Defigns againft the
T,iberties of our Coumtry, it wounld with them be a
great [oint gained, if they could but keep the City of
Tondon in 4 State of Inaftion ; and this they may
do by gaining over & Majority of the Aldermen, un~
lefs yon bav® alwvays a Set of Aldermen of as great
7o orth and Honour as shofe you bae at prefent : And

or this Reafon, 1 bave tn this particular Manner
addrefed myfelf ro you,:2u order to put you in mind
of the Law 100 31 being, and to recommend 1o you,
sn all your future Elettions of Aldermen, to chufe
none but Gentlemen of the beft Chara&ers; Gentle-
men aoho bage good Eftates left them by Reputable
Anceftors, or aho bave got good Eftates #12 g2 honeft
and indaftrious Way of Trade ; and finally,Gentlemen
awho bave upon all Occafions appeared to be ftrenuous
Aflerters of the Liberties af_t%ezr Country, and pru-
dentially Jealous of all’ Minifters and” Minifterial

Projefts.

THE



T HE

Late Excife ScueuME
Diflected, €9¢.

7o the Nobility, the Clergy, the Freehol-
ders, the Citizenss and the Burgefles of
Great Britain,

Gmﬂemeﬂ,

be efteemed h}r me, while you continue to
preferve thofe Liberties and Privileges
4! which have been handed down to you by
! your Wife, and your Brave Anceftors. The
¢ Late Scheme for extending the Laws of
Excife, has been juftly received by you

with {'g much Indignation, that I fhould have been filent upon
the Occafion, if the eafy Way of letting it drop laft Sefflion
of Parliamepnt, and the continued Endeavours of Mercenary
Scriblers to vindicate that Scheme, had not rais’'d in me ter-
rible Apprehenfions that the faﬁne Defign will be again f;{. on
00t




2 The late Excife Scheme

Foot, if the next Parliament fhould be found proper for fuch a
Purpofe.

This muft alarm every Man who underftands any Thing of
our Happy Conflitution, and has any Compaffion towards his
Mother-Country. = And this, my Countrymen, is the Reafon
that I have been at the Pains to diffe® that Scheme, to view
it in all its Confequences, and to lay them as clearly, as I am
able, before you ; that from thence you may judge of the real’
Views of thofe who were the Projectors, or the Supporters of
it ; and that you may fee how cautious you ought to be in your
next Choice of the Perfon with whom you are to entruft your
Liberties, your Properties, and every Thing that's dear to
you, for feven long Years, unlefs the Time be happily fhort-
ned by fome Law to be paffed in the nest Seffion of Parlias
ment, J

I have a great Efteem for fome of thofe Gentlemen who
have appeared in Favour of this Scheme, and would gladly be-
lieve that they have flill a Regard for Liberty ; therefore I
muft think that the Scheme has not yet been fet in that proper
Light,"by which it may be demonftrated 'to be deftructive of
our Conflitution. 1If I cando this, I am fure it will be of fin-
gular Service to my Country ; and aifo to fome of thofe who
have already been too far engaged in it, by preventing their be-
ing any further embarked in a Proje&t where Succefs would be
the greateft Curfe that could attend them.

Whoever would confider a Scheme of this Kind properly,
auight firft 1o form to himfelf an exa& Notion of our Confity-
tion, and of the Methods by which it may be overturned -
And therefore I have made a fhort introdu@ory Diftourfe upon
that Subject ; and then I examine the Zate Bill for laying 7o~
. acco under an Excife, Paragraph by Paragraph, thar my Rea-
ders may from thence fee how our Conflitution would have
been affefted by that Bill, it it had pafied into a Law.,

"I'ne Happine(s: of -our Conflitution. (when preferved_in its
full Vigour) is fo evident, and fo univerfully acknewledged,
that I need not much enlarge upon it.  The Legiflative Power
is vefted in our King, Lords, and Commons. The Executive
Fower almoft falely in the King, the Officers appointed by him,
and their Deputics and Subflitutes ; bur then this Executive
Power is not abfolute and arbitrary ; this Power mugt be exe-
cuted by the King, and all thofe under him, according to the
Laws cf the Land ; and if any of the Officers tranferefs there-
in, they are to be punifhed according to thofe Methods wife-
ly iaid down, and firmly e@ablithed by cur Anzeftors,

’i‘huﬁ:



Thofe who were from ‘T'ime to ‘T'ime the Framers of our
Conftitution moft prudently forefaw, that it would ill fuit
with the Dignity and Majeflty of a King, to be obliged
to anfwer for his Aftions before a Court of Judicature ;
and therefore it was fo ordered, ‘that the King cannot in any
Cafe of Impcitance ( except in the Field of Battle) aét by
bimfelf alone : His Orders are in moft Cafes infufficient,
unlefs they pafs the Seals, or be counter-figned by the Offi-
cers appointed for that Purpofe : And if thofe Officers
put the Seals to, or counter-fign any Orders or Ordinances
which are contrary to Law, the King ftands acquitted in the
Eye of the Law, but the Officers, be they how great {oever
fhall anfwer for the Mildemeanor.

Let us but take a View of all the Branches of our Go-
vernment, and we fhall find this to be the Cafz as to every
one : In Matters of Civil Power, in all Matters of Juril-
di®ion, or which relate to the Diftribution of Juftice, the
King in Perfon neither Tries, Judges, Condemns, nor
Acquits : It is by his Judges His Majefty diftributes Ju-
ftice to his Subjeéts, according to the ftanding and known
Laws of the Realm; and if any of thofe Judges, from
the Highelt to the Loweft, misbehaves in his Office, he
may be tried in {fome Court of Law, or he muft anfwer
for it before the High and Supreme Court of Parlia-
ment. ~

As to all Matters relating to the Difpofal of the publick
Revenue, no fign’d Manual of the King's can warrant the
iffuing of any Publick Money, till it paffes the refpective Of-
fices, except as to what is appropriated to the King's proper
and private Ufe ; and every one of thefe Officers has aPower
to refufe palling the King's Order, and muft be anfuerable
to Parliament, if they pafs any Order contrary to Law.

As to our Militarv Power, it formerly confifted in our
Military ‘Tenures: While it confifted in thefe, it would
be eafy to fhew, that it was impoflible for any of our
Kings 10 ufurp a Defpotick Sway. ’'The King, 'tis true,
had the Chief Command, but the whole Army was al-
ways under the fnfluence of the Nobles or Barons of the
Kingdom ; and an Army under fuch an Jnfluence will
never give up their Liberties to the Arbitrary Will of any
one Man : For no Army, either of Militia or Regular For-
ces, can ever be dangerous to Liberty, but that in which the
Power and Influence of every Man depends only upon the
Commiffion he bears, and the Commiffion every Man bears,
depends entirely upon the fole Will and Pleafure of the Chief’

A 2z Com-



4 Zhe late Excife Scheme

Commander : Such an Army muf indeed always introduce
Slavery in every Country where they are eftablithed, if the
Chiet Commander has but common Prudence, and Wicked-
nefs enough to make awrong Ule of that Power which Fools
have put intohis Hands. O this the Behaviour of our Army
under Oliver Cromwell is a moft convincing Proof: ‘That
Army which was raifed in Defence of Liberty, that Army
which was at firft commanded by the greatelt Patrons of
Libertyin the Kingdom, came no fooner to be entirely under
the influence of their Chief Commander, than they f{acrifi-
ced to him thofe Ziberties which they had before fo brave-
ly defended, and enabled him to fet up one of the moft
abfolute T'yrannies that ever was eftahlithed in any Coun-
try.

luftead of this ancientSort of Military Power, which con-
fifted in our Military ‘T'enures, thatr which we now call the
Militia was afterwards fubftituted 3 which indeed was at firft
put upon fucha Footing, as might have been of dangerous
Confequence to our Conftitution : But (thank God) we got
free of thar Danger, as well as a great many others, by the
late happy R evolution 3 and as long as that Sort of Military
Power is preferved upon the Footing it was then put, it can-
not be of dangerous Confequence, becaufe it depends upon
our Parliaments. His Majefty has, 'tis true, the Power of
naming the Officers ; but thofe Officers (as feems to have
been admitted ever fince the Revolution) can neither mu-
fter, nor draw out the Militia to Service, without an A& of
Parliament for that Purpofe ; and if any Officer of the Mis
liia, though named by the King, fhould exert that Autho-
rity without fuch A&, he would certainly fuffer for it by
an fmpeacbment in Parliament : ‘The King's exprefs
Qrders, though in W riting, would be no Excufe for
him. ;

And, laftly, As to our Naval Power, the Commanders of
our Fleets, and of our Ships of War, when fingly fent out
on any Station, muft obey no Orders, nor follow any Inftru-
¢tions, but thofe that are fenr to them from the Admiralty-
Board 5 and if any Orders or Inftrudtions thould be fent from
that Board which the Parliament fhould judge to be contrary
to Law, or contrary to the Intereft of the Nation, the Lord
High Admiral, or the Commiffioners of the Admiralty for
the Time being, would certainly fuffer for it by 2 Profecu-
tion in Parliament.

As to all Deputies, Subftitutes, and Officers of 2 low
Degree, they may be removed by their Principals, or

they
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they may be removed and punithed by a T'rial at common
Law, before our ordinary Courts of Juftice, if they mif:
behave in their Offices, or endeavour to opprefs thofe
fubjet by Law o their Power or Jurifdidtion. Bur as
to the Judges of our Superior Courts, and the Great
Officers of State, it was not to be fuppofed, that our or-
dinary Courts of Law would be fufficient to hold them
to their Duty, or in all Cafes to prevent their making
an improper Ufe of the Power with which they were in-
vefted 5 and therefore it is wifely provided by our moft
excellent Conftitution, that fuch Judges and Great Officers,
who, though Criminal, have had Cunning enough to evade
the Law, fhall be liable to an/wer in Parliament for their
Condu®, either by Means of an Impeachment, ot by
Means of a Bill of Pains and Penaities.

By the ancient Method of fmpeachment, the Houfe of
Commons, that Great Inquifition for the People, became
the mighty Profecutors, and the Houfe of Lords, the Nobles
of the Realm in Parliament aflembled, became the juft and
the fevere Judgesof the Guilty. ‘The firft have always been
a Terror to the greateft, to the moft cunning Criminals ; and
the laft have fometimes, by their ufual Prudence, modera-
ted that Hear, which in all numerous Affemblies is apt to
become too Violent,

Power is an Evil which Mankind, by the Wickednefs of
their Nature, are neceffurily obliged to fubmit to ; all Men
are obliged to fubmit to Civil Power, becaufe fome Men
are wicked and unjuft ; but in all wile Governments, it has
been the conftant Maxim, to lay as many Reflraints on
Power, as are confiffent with the Exercife of it. By this
Profecution in Farliament, the Difpenfers of Power in this
Nation are refirained ; our Minifters of State, our Judges,
our Great Officers, and all in Subordination to them, have
thereby been hitherto kept in _4we. or havé been punifhed
when they tranfgreffed. And this muft always be the Cafe,
as long as the Houfe of Commons continues to be &o/d and
unbyaffed Profecutors for the People, and the Houfe of
Lords to be impartial and uncorrupted Judges between the
People and the Perfons accufed.

As long then as our prefent Confitution continues in iis
Jull Zigour, we may expe@, that if any Favourite gives
wicked Counfel to his Sovereign, if any Minifler be-
trays the Common-wealth, if any Officer, Military or
Naval, fhall a& contrary to Law, or to the Intereft of
the Nation ; if any Fingerer of the Publick Mouey con-

veris



6 The late Excife Scheme

werty it to his own, or to @ wrong Ule ; if any Judge
fhall portially adminifter Juftice, or determine at any
Time in Favour of thefe who pay him beff ; if any Offi-
cer fhall opprefs thofe whom he is appointed to prote& ;
or if any licle Knave in Office fhall fGueeze unjuit Per-
quifites from thofe who are obliged to apply to him ; we
may expe&, I fay, that all fuch will, upon the firft Difco-
very, meet with condign Punihment: No fuch Criminal
can fcreen himfelf behind the Throne, nor can he be pro-
2ected even by Royal Power, if ever it thould happen to be
fo mifapply d.

On the contrary, if we fhould ever fwerve into an Arbi-
trary Government under the Cloak of our Conflitution, or
otherwile, our ancient Parliamentary Check will then fignify
nothing againft thofe in high Faveur at Court ; we fhall
either have no Parliaments, or fuch Parliaments as will
always approve of the Meafures of thofe upon whom they
depend ; and then all fuch Criminals will pafs unpunifbed,
or if punithed by their happening to fall into Difgrace at
Court, they will be fucceeded by as bad. ‘The new
Bafbaw will tread in the Steps of the old one ; and he
will go on,. and profper in his Wickednefs, ’till he has
fqueezed as much Money from the unfortunate People, as
may make him fall a Sacrifice to fome Bafbaw of a fuperior
Degree.

'Then will the Flood Gates of T'yranny be opened, and all
the Evils of an abfolute Government will rufth in upon us,
like 2 mighty Torrent : Our Prince may probably then hear
of nothing but Schener for oppreffing the People, and En-
riching his Favourites : Our Country will be betrayed to
its Enemies for foreign Gold ; our Publick T'reafure will be
funk into the Pockets of our Treafurers ; and of Confe-
quence our People will be expofed to the Depredations and
fnjults of their Enemies Abroad, and to the Oppreffions
and Exadtions of their Magiftrates at Home: No Man
who has a Suit at Law can then depend upon the Juftice
of his Caufe, bur upon the Recommendation he gets from
fome Fawvourite at Court, or the Prefent he is able to make
to the Judge ; and this Misfortune will not not be confin'd to
Superior Courts, or to great Caufes only ; from a Muddy
Spring no clear Stream can proceed; every little Juftice of
Peace will expett a Fee, even a Conftable will execute his
Office according as he is paid ; and no Man €an expeét to be
innocent, if his Adverfary has more Money, or more Favour

than he.
Thele,
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Thefe, my Countrymen, muft be the fata] Confequen-
ces, if we fhould ever be fo foolih as to fell or give up
our Liberties, or fo cowardly as to allow them to be ravi-
thed from us; therefore it behoves every Man of coms--
mon Senfe to do all that he can to preferve them : and
the beft Way to learn how to preferve them, is to en-
deavour to difcover all thofe Ways by which they may be
loit. ;

In this Nation there can be but two Ways of eftablithing
an abfolute Monarchy ; and that 1s, by our King's being able
lo govern without any Parliament, or by his being able 15
kave always a Parliament that will do whatever be de.-
Sires:  'The firft has been ofien attempted, but is the leat
dangerous : ‘The [aft, no King of this Nation was ever yet
in a Condition fo much as to attem pt.  But if ever any of
our future Kings fhould happen to be in 2 Condition to ar-
tempt it, he will be a Prince of moft uncommon Virtues, if he,
or his Minifters for him, do not form the Defign ; and fuch
4 Defign would be moft dangerous to our Liberties, be-
caufe it might be brought abour, and firmly eftablifhed, be.
fore we could be well fenfible of our Danger. _

Thefe two Cafes I fhall beg Leave to examine ; and I
fhall endeavour to point out thofe Means by which either
the one or the other may be brought to bear, before H
enter upon the particular Examination of the lace Excife
Scheme.,

The Conflitution of this Country, as well zs of every
other Country, has undergone feveral Alterations as to fome
particular Forms ; but in the Main, we may fay that it has
always been a limjted Monarchy ; and by the Jate moft
glorious and happy Revolution, the Prerogatives of the
Crown and the Privileger of the People were in moft
Cafes clearly alcertained, and fully eftablithed: Aj thofe
Evils which had before been folt were then confidered and
providedagainft in the beft Manner poflible ; but yet we are
ftill to be upon our Guard ; for new Ewils may. arife,
new Dangers may be difcovered ; and thofe we are 1o
Provide againft as foon as they can be forefeen, A our
Government is founded upon ZLiberty, every ‘Thing thae
may be of dangerous Confequence to Liberty ought to be
removed as foon as difcovered ; any Ancient ' Law, Pre.
rogative, or Ufage, to the contrary notwithftanding,

Before “the Revolution our Kings had often attempted
to eftablith _réitrary Poeger, by governing without Parliz.
ments ; For this Engd they faw that two Things were pe.

ceflary,



3 The late Excife Scheme

ceffary; viz. 'To have a Revenue Jufficient to defray the
Expences of Government awithout the Aid of Parliaments 5.
and to have a Power fufficient to fupport them againt the
Fuft Refentments of an injured People. The Foundations
for the eftablithing of both were never before fo deeply laid,
as they were in the Honey-Moon of the Reftoration: They
were then deeply laid; but they were fo much improved
upon the joyful Acceffion of the next Succeffor, that he
foon began to build the terrible Fabrick ; and if he had
gone on with any fort of Deliberation, if he had but allow-
ed the Walls 1o féule and grow firm before he had at:
tempted to lay on the weighty Roof, the ZLiberiies of the
People would have been irrecoverably loft, and this Na-
tion would now have been groaning under Slavery and r-
bitrary Power.

T'o explain and make good what 1 have {aid, we muft take
notice, that as our Kings have no Crown-Lands, or here-
ditary Revenue, fufficient to fupport their Dignity or Go-
vernment, they muft therefore have Recourfe to Taxes to
be raifed upon the People; and in order that our Kings
may be obliged frequently to call Parliaments, it has been
eftabiimed as one of the chief Corner-Stones of our Confii-
tution, that no Tax can be levyed upon the People without
Confent of Parliament. ‘This is a Privilege which the Feo-
ple have always enjoyed ; and every wife Parliament there-
fore carefully avoided granting more than was abfo/utely ne-
ceffary for the prefent Exigency, on Purpofe that the King
might be obliged to call 2 new Parliament, in order to raife
Money for the #ext Emergency, But that Loyal Parlia-
ment which called home King Cbarles 11, eftablifhed tha Sub-
fidy of Tonnage and Poundage, and gradted it to him for
Life ; and in order to get free of the Court of Waids and
Liveries, (which they might have done at a ‘much lefs Ex-
pence) they fettled another Tax upon that King, his Heirs,
and Succeflors for ever; and being thus once gotinto a Strain
of loading Pofferity, and fettling perpetual Revenues, they
foon after impofed that Tax called Heartl-Money, and
granted it alfo to that King and his Succeflors for e-
~er. 'Thus was there a new Precedent made for efia-
blihing a large Parliamentary Revenue to continue a
Part for ever, and the other Part for the Life of the reign-
ing King.

This Precedent was {fo much improved in that and
the next Reign, that King JFames I, fonnd himfeif pro-

vide
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vided for Life, or for a long Term of Years, with a Par-
liamentary Revenue, fufficient not only to fupport his
Dignity and Government, but to maintain a ftanding Ar-
my of ‘Thirty thoufand Men, without any new Affiftance
of Parliament; and therefore he feems plainly to have re-
folved wpon laying afide all ‘Thoughts of calling any Par-
liament while he fat upon the Throne. = And if ever any
future King fhould be provided with fuch @ Revenue,
we may conclude that his Behayiour would be the fame,
if his Parkiaments fhould happen to prove troublefome 1o
his Minifters and Favourites. For which Reafon we
oughe carefully to avoid all thofe Projects which may tend
towards fetding a great Parliamentary Revenue upon
any future Kihg for bis Life, or even for any Nuinber
of Years. :

The other Foundation that was laid immediately after
the Reftoration was, thofe famous Ads of the 13th o

Charles 11, Cap. 6. and 13th and i4th of Charles 1.
Cap. 3. in which the Royal Prerogative is carried to o
great a Height with Refpect to the Militia. Tho" a Re-
venue had been fettled upon that King for bis Life, which
was perhaps fifficient to fupport his Civil Government,yet
it was 7ot fufficient to fupport any warlike Force; and
therefore thefe Aéts were obtained, by which there is grap-
ted to him a Power not only of naming and removing the
Officers of the Militia at Pleafure, but of arming, drray-
ing, drawing out, conducting, and employing them as be
pleafed; and alfo of raifing Money for that End upen the
Subject avithout Confent of Parliament. By thefe extenfive
Powers the King was provided with a miltary Forcey
which, by good Management and proper Officers, would
have been able to have fupported his Government, tho’
he had never called another Parliament; more efpecially,
if he had bent all his Thoughts tewards thé fubduing of
his Peopie at Home, and had refolved to f{ubmit tamely
to the nfults and Depredations of Foreigners, rather
than by making juff Reprifals, to have provoked themi
to difturb him in Domeftick Defligns againft the Liberties
of biy Peopie.

But his Succeffor being determined to invade both our
Religious and Civil Rights, forefaw that even this Power
would not be fufficient ; or perhaps, that it could not eafi-
Iy be made obedient to his Commands ; therefore, by
the Afliftance of his Parliamentary Revenué he raifed”
and kept up anumerous ftanding Army of regular Troops ;
and if had converted his Army to Popery, before he began

G (o



10 The late Excife Scheme

to convert the Nation, his Army would have implicitely
obeyed his Commands, although there was then in Being
no A& for punithing Mutiny and Delertion, or for efta-
blithing a Martial Law in this Kingdom.

Thefe two Foundation-Stones of arbitrary Power, were
in Part removed by the happy Revolution; but the Ad-
miniftration under King Fames L had been guilty of fo
many dire@t Aterzpts upcn the Religion of this Country,
that thele Incroachments upon our Civil Rights were not
taken Notice of, or fo fully remcved as they ought to have
been. However, we find that one of thofe many Taxes
which had been granted to King Charles and King Fames
Jor ever, for Lifz, or Yor a long Term of Years, was im-
mediately abolithed ; and the others, notwithftanding all
that King #illiam had donc for us, and the heavy War
we were then engaged in, were at firft granted to him
only for @ fhort Term : And as to the Militia, tho’ that
Matter is not fully cleared up by the Declaration of our
Rights and Liberties, yet from that Time it feems to
have been acknowledged, (notwithftanding thofe two meft
extraordinary Laws ftand as yet untepealed ) that the King
cannot raife the Militia of this Kindom without the Con-
fent of Parliament ; and from that Time, till the End of
the Reign of Queen 4nne, our Parliament were éﬁr cae
tiour, that they never did grant to the King a Right even
to raife the Militia, but from Year to Year ; fo that it
was neceflary 10 have a Parliament every Year, if it” had
been for nothing elfe but for raifing the Militia. In-
deed, in the firtt Year, after his late Majefty’s Acceffion,
this Power of raifing the Mi/itia was at once given o him
for five Years; inthe Ninth of his late Majefty, the
fame Power was revived for feven Yearr; which late
Act expired in the Year 1730. So that we have now no
Law relating to the Militia, but thofe two by which fo
great a Power was given to King Charles 1.  But this we
meed not much regard, fince we feem now to depend more
upon our ftanding Army, ‘than upon the Militia of the
Kinzdom. -

From what I have faid it may appear, that our Kings
neither ought to have a Revenue fufficient to defray
the Expence of the Government, nor a military Force
fufficient to fupport their Government, either againfd
Invafions or Infurreftions, without applying to Parlia-
ment for that End. ‘This was the flanding Maxim
of our Anceftors, and this ought always to be the Max-

im of the Parliaments and People of this Nation, If ever
: : any
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any future Parliament fhould grant to the King either
the oneor the other for a long Term, no {ubfequent Par-
liament will be necefary; I fay, either the one or the
other ; for a figTcient Reverue will always procure a fuf-
ficient military Force 5 and 2 fyff cie=t military Force will
always be abls to raife a Reve we fufficient bothio: them-
felves and their LJafter. . o _

The other Donger to which our Conftitution lies ex-
pofed, and which is by much the greateft, is that of its
being in the Power of the King to have always a Parlia-
ment that will do ar they are bid. As 1 have already ob-
ferved, there never was yet 2 King in this Nation who
could, with any View of Succels, lay down to himfelf
fuch a Scheme, becaufe no King has yet had Money, or
Placer and Preferments, or Pains and Penalties at his
Difpofal fufficient for encouraging fuch an Attempt ; But
fince the Reitoration, the feitled Revenues of the Crown
are prodigioufly encreafed ; and the Places and Prefer-
ments, and Pains and Penalties, which are at the fole
Difpofal of the Crown, are vaftly muliplyed and extend-
ed; fo that it is much to be feared, that if any Addition
fhould be made, fome future King may thereby be en-
abled to influence almoft every County, City, and Borough,
in fuch a Manner, that no Man will be able to get him-
felf elected a Memiber of Parliament in Oppofition to the
Court Intereft.

There may be fome Men in every Nation, I hope there
are ftill in this Nation a great many, who dare fpeak,
vote, and aét in all Parts of Life, both publick and pri-
vate, according to Principle only ; but it is well known
that moft Men, who have either a Reward to bope for, or
a Punithment 1o fear, will aé according to their Hopes
or their Fears, withoutany Reward to Principle or their
Duty. ‘This, I am forry to fay it, is now, and has al-
ways been the Natwure of Mankind: Even in the Times
of the greateft Liberty moft Men have had, and they
always will have a Regard to their own private Intereft,
in their voting for Members of Parliament; but as long
as the private Intereft of the Generality of the Voters
‘depends upon the great and rich Families in the feveral
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs to which they belong,
our Liberty will be fafe; for the Crown, in arder
to fecure a Majority in the Houfe of Commons, muit
always firfk fecure a Majority of the great and rich Fami-

‘lies of the Kingdom. And this they can never do, but by
-a juft, prudent, and wife Adminiftration., The only Wa:,fr_
. C 2 0
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of eftablithing an _Arbitrary Governnent, by having al-
ways a Parliament at their Devotion, is' to-procure that
dnfiuence to center in the Crown only, which was former-
ly divided among the great Families in England. = 'Then,
indeed, when the grear Families fee they cannot force
themfelves into a Parliament, or into the Adminiftration,
as they formerly did by their Jtutereff in their feverai
Countics, they will naturally fall into that Method which
is pradifed in - every abfolute Government ; they. will
think of nothing but of fawning upon thofe thar havel
the good'Luck to be the Fawourites of their arbitrary
Monareh. - Bt oy fly hvarod
Therefore'if ever any King thould make an Attempt in
this Way upon the Liberties of the Nation, he muft endea
vour to procure to himfelf fuch an Mfluence over all, or
moft of the Counties, Cities, and Boroughs in Grear Bri-
tain, asto prevent their chufing any Man that may be dif:
agreeable to him : For if he fhould depend 'enrirely upon
bringing over the Members after they are rétwrned, he
might find himfelf miftaken; the Party againft the Court
might be Men of fuch Diftinétion in their feveral Counties,
and there might be fuch a Majority of them againjt the
Adminiftration, that tho’ they had o Regard to the pub-
Tick Tnteret, yet'every one of them might conceive Hopes
of making « greater private Advantage by fticking clofe to-
gether, and making & thorough Change in the _Admini-
fration, than .any one of them, or any fmall Number of
them, could ‘make by any Temptation the Court could
throw in their ‘Way ; and thus, inftead of the Parliament's
being under the Jufluence of the King, the King would
be under the  Influence of every new Parliament that
fhould be chofen. o :
~ Any futre King therefore that fhall aim at making him-
felf abfolute, muft procure fuch an fnfluence as 1 have
mentioned : And for this End he mufl endeavour to ger
into his Hands the Difpofal of as much Money, and as many
Places and Preferments, of all Sizes and Dimenfions, as
he can.  But becaufe it is impoffible that the Majoriry
of a whole Peeple can be rewarded with Money, or with
Places and Preferments, therefore his next Endeavour
muft be, by all Means to get Penal and enfnaring Laws
enaéted, by which moft of the People may be rendered
fubjeét to incur great Penalties and Forfeitures ;' and
in the forming of fuch Laws, he muft take fpecial Care
that there fhall be, with refpe@ to every Penalty and
Forfeiture, -4 difpenfing Power referved to  himfelf,

by
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by which: he may remit theWhole, or what Part of it
he pleafes 3 and he muft likewife endeavour that the T'rials
for:all fuch Mechanical Crimes thallbe entirel y under bhis
'.B'z'rfr.:’ﬁm; and under the Ultimate and’ Arbitrary Deter-
mination of fuch Judges s he thall ‘pleafe, from Time to:
Time, o appoint. . By a wicked and ambitiouy King or-
Minifter this will: be the Meafure laid down ; and this he
will purfue Step by Step,ll he'ha{ acquired fuch a Power
ds may enable him' to keep thc.Mcyari{}v of  the People en-
tirely at bis Beck,either by the Rewards he has to beftow,
or the Penalties he' may or may not inflict at bis Pleafure.

If ever this Thould happen to be the Cafe, we may ea-
fily forefee how all'the ‘Elections in England would go :
Letus bur imagine'a Gentleman of a Grear and an ' _4n-
cient Family 'in the Country where he lives, and allied
to. moft of the Mluftriows Families in the Kingdom ; a
Gentleman revered for his Fértue and publick Spirit, and
beloved for his good Nature and Hafpz’rf{ﬁ{? > letus, I fay,
imagine fuch a Gentleman fewing up to ferve his Country
in Parliament, in Qppofition 10 a Man whofe Name per-
baps had been never heard of there, but ftrongly recom-
mended by, and entirely depending upon the  Coyrt
dntereft. In fuch a Cafe we may believe, that the Coun-
try-Gentleman would have wharis' ealled the Natural
Intereft within his County, the People in general ‘would
be praying for his Succe/s 5 bur every Man in particular
would be engaged to vote againft bim : ‘He would find
many of the greateft Families in the County engaged a-
gainft bim by Pofts and Perifions in Pofleflion or in Ex-
pectation : Of his own Family he would find perhaps one
Brother joined againft him, by. reafon of his being a Co-
lonel in the Army ; another, becaufe of his being a Cap-
tatn in the Navy ; and a third, by reafon of his being in
Expetation of fome Place in the Revenue or in the Law ¢
One Neighbour would tell him that he could not give him
his Vote, becaufe he expeted fuch a Poft for one of his
Sons ; and another would tell him, thathe could not appear.
- againft the Court, becaufe it would obftrud the Prefers
ment of his Brother-in-Law in the Army. ‘This would
be the Country-Gentleman’s Succefs among his Relations
and neighbouring Gentlemen : And among thofe of an
inferior Degree it would be the fame ; ‘many would be
in Expe&tation of fome Poff or Preferment in the Cu.
ftoms or Excife, either for themfelves, their Sons, their
Brothers, or their Coufins ; and almoit all thofe who had
n0 fuch Expedation, would be againft him,becaufe of fome

Anfor-
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Information, Proféecution, or Penalty hanging over their
Heads, for fome Breach or Negleé of the many penal
Laws contrived and enafted for that Purpofe. 'Thus the
Gentleman would find himfelf every way difappointed ;
and after him, no Man of a free and geperous Spirit
could hope for Succefs in that County.

- The only fucce/sful Candidates would then be thofe
who came with 2 Recommendation from the Treafury :
Our #rits for elefting Members of Parliament would
foon come to be of the fame Natyre with thofe famous
Writs called Conge a' Elires ; and the ele@ing ol a Mem-
ber by the Freeholders, or the Freemen of a City or Bo-
rough, would become fuch a Farce as that of the Election
of a Bifhop by the Chapter of the Cathedral : ‘There would
be @ Shew of an Eleion, but they would always be obli-
ged to elett the Man recominended to them by the Court 3
and if we may judge from a Parity of Reafon, it is no
difficult Matter to determine how fuch Candidater would
bebave upon their meeting in St. Stepben’s Chapel.

Our happy Conflitution is fo ftrongly founded on ZLi-
berty, that it would be able to ftand out for fome Time
even againft fuch a Defign, though carried on with all
imaginary Cunning and Dexterity : For feveral Years, the
Adminiftration would be obliged 1o bring over to their
Party by Places, Preferments, and Fenfions, many of
our great Families : For a confiderable Time they would
find themfelves under a Neceflity of getting Gentlemen to
fet up for Members uponthe Court Interelt, who had fome
Sort of natural Intereft in the relpeéiive Counties, Cities,
and Boroughs ; and during this fatal Conteft, all fort of
Merit would be negledted, but that of procuring them a
few Fotesat Electionr: No Condu, no Bravery would
avail 2 Man as to his Preferment in the Army or the Na.
vy : If he could not procure himfelf to be chofen a Mems-
ber, or could not at leaft be very aflifting to the Court in
cbufing a Member, he would every Day meet with Zi.
Juftice : No Knowledge, no Application, no Expertnefsin
Bufinefs, would be capable of recommending a Man to any
Poft or Preferment, if he happened unluckily o fland in
Competition with fome Duace who had an Imtereft in a
Country Borough. By this Sort of Management, dex-
troufly carried on for fome Time, the Court might be able
by Degrees to get their Power fo much enfarged, that at
latt all fort of Oppefition would be v ain ; the certain
Confequence aof which would be a moft {lavith Submif-
fion: For the Natwre of Mankind is the fame with thaE

0



of other Creatures ; we are generally apt to fall upon
our Knees, and implore the Mercy or the Protection of’
that Power which we think we cannot refit. ‘Then
would the Royal Power be bors deTuitelage 5 the Ads
miniftration would then be above the Neceflity of Ma-
nagement or Difguife ; they would openly and avowedly
fend their Infiructions to the leveral Counties, Cities, and
Boroughs of the Nation, directing them whom to chufe §
and the greateft Favour, which the beft and the honefte(t
Eleétors could hope for, would be to have leave to fit at
home, and refrain from iniermeddling in the Eleétoral
Farce.

From that Time we could never expeft.to fee 2
Houghty and Rapacious Minifter pulled down by Par-
liament from the Zenith of his Power : We could never
expect to feea flattering Favourite torn by Law from
the Bofom of his deluded Mafter : All the Auainders, Im-
peachments, and Bills of Pains and Penalties, would then
be direfted againft thofe who had the Misforwne of being
obnoxious to the Prime Minifter : ‘The moft dilinterefted
Patriotifm would then be called Fa&ion and Rebellion by
the Refolutions of both Houfes of Parliament ; and no-
torious publick Frauds and Breaches of Truft, if commit-
ted by the Favourites of the Government, would be vot-
ed to be only a Neglect of Duty,and {lurred over with 2
gentle Reprimand. In fhort, that which is now the
Glory of England, would then become its greateft Grie-
vance : Our Parliaments would then ferve only fo varnifh
the Crimes of Favourites, and to give a Handle for op-
prefling theinnocent Subject. 1

‘This Partiality in our Parliaments would foon defcend
to our Commiffioners and Judges 3 and from thence to the
little Subftitutes and Deputies of the loweft Degree: Juftice
or Merit would be regarded by no Man ; nothing would
be regarded but the Price to be paid: Through all Statis
ons in Life, Inferiors would be opprefs'd, in order tor
bribe Superiors in Power : Even our Chief Admiral, and
our Chief General, would be obliged to pay Tribute 10
the Prime Minifter, orto the Chief Sultana ; for the
raifing of this Tribute, all Pofts both in the Navy and
Army would be difpofed of by Sale only, and the infe-
nior Officers would opprefs and plunder the poor Sailors
and Soldiers under their refpective Commands, in order to
raife Money to purchafe the next Preferment.

_ This would moft certainly be the State of this Na-
sion, if ever our Kings thould become abfplute, by hav-
ing
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ing always a Parliament 'at 'their Devetion: "And ¥
leave it to the Man who ferves 'his Country as'a Sailor, I
leave it to the’ Man who ferves his Country as"a Soldier, ¥
leave it to every Man who has any Regard for the Pro-
perty he pofleffes, or tor the Pofferity he isin honour
. obliged to provide for, to judge, whether he ought, for
any little prefent Hope, or to avoid the greateft, the mofk
smminent Danger, agree to any Thing that may rtend
towards reducing his Country under f{uch woful Cir-
cumftances. While our Parliaments continue to have
a juft Influence upon our Governours, the Sailor -may
legally demand his Wages, the Soldier may legally de-
mand his Pay ; every ‘Man has a right to enjoy what
he can honeftly acquire: Butvif the Sceve. fhould be
changed, if ever our Parliaments fhould be entirely in-
fluenced by our Governours, our Government @ would
be arbitrary , and under an arbitrary Government there
is nothing to be got, there can be nothing preferved
but by the moft abjeét Flattery and Fawning upon
our Superiors in Fower. 01 LY9E%
But above all, T muft addrefs my {€if to the ‘Noble, to
the Great, and the Ancient Families of the Kingdom.
The Evil of Arbitrary Power muift at laft fall heavy up-
on all, but upon them it will furely fall the firft : Their
Familier will certainly be the firff Sacrifices. " Let them
but examine the Hiftory of Rome ; let them examine the
HMiftory of every State, which has fallen from Freedons
into Slavery, and they will there fee how few of the
Great Families have long furvived the Liberties of their
Country. ‘Toan Arbitrary Monarch a Family-intereit in
the Country, a popular Refpect or Efteem, is.acertain
Caufe of Fealoufy, and a fitfficient Realon for a’Man's
being doomed to Deftruétion . Under fuch a Government
1 Prime Minifter could never want #itnzfles to prove
the Innocent guilty ; nor could he want FJudges or Juries
who would be ready to give Credit to the Teftimony .of
his perjured WitnefJes + And if other Means fhould-fail,
he would always have a certain Refource in a Bill of Pains
and Penalties : It might not perhaps be in the Power of the
Law to conviét, but it would always beeafy for the Mem-
bers of both Houfes to fay they were convinced. .
Such a State as this, would foon render this pleafant,
this populous, this fertile Ifland 2 Defart ;3 for what poor:
Man would toil and flave, in order to provide for Old

Age or Infirmity, when it would be every Dayin the
: Power
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Power of an Excifeman to firip him of all his Poffeffons
by a falfe Information? what Shopkeeper, what ‘T'radefs
man, what Man would marry or beget Children, when the
protecting the Wife of his Bofom, or a beautiful Daughter
from the brutal Luft of his Excifeman, would be the in.
fallible Means of his utter Defiruction? What Nobleman
or Rich Man would build a fine Houfe, or remove any
Part of his Eftate, when he knew that fuch a fine Building,
or fuch an Improvement would probably be the Caufe
of his Ruin ? Some Parafite at Courc might caft his Eye
upon it ; and if the ancient Poffeffor thould refufe to give
it up for a fmall Price, or perhaps for nothing, an Indi
ment for Treafon, an Impeachment, or a Bill of Pains and
Penaliies would be the certain Effect of fuch Refujal,
‘Thefe my Countrymen, are no'Chimeéras : This was the
State of the Roman Empire foon after they loft their 7.i-
berties. 'This is the prefent State of the ‘T'urkifh Empire 3
and by this the once fertile, the once pleafant and populous
Plains of the lefler .4/ia are now depopulated, and be-
come defolate : Inftead of being the Seat of Arts and Sci-
ences, they are become the Seat of Lyons, T'ygers, and
Wolves, with a few Men, who are more brutal, and
more barbarous than they;

In fine, it would be endlefs to recount all the Misfors
tunes which an Arbitrary Government would entail, not
only upon the People, but upon the Family in Poffeffion
of the Throne. From the Hiftories of the Roman Em-
pire, and of the prefent "Turkith Empire, we may fee the
wreiched State of the People under fuch a Government
we may fee the Misfortunes that even the Royal Family
become expofed to, and the Precarioufnefs of their Pofe
feffion of Royal Power : And from thence we may con-
clude, that no King will ever endeavour to eRablifl fuch
2 Government, unlefs his Ambition gets the better of hig
good Senfe and his Humanity ; or that his Capacity, is fo
fmall, or his Indolence fo great, that he allows himfelf
t0 be led by the Nofe by Minifters who generally are fog
making their Mafters 4b/olute, that they may under the
Sanction of his Name plunder the People without Re-
ftraint, and with Impunity convert that Flunder to the
aggrandizing of themfelves and their own Creatares,

In this Age we are bleffed with a Sovereign, whofe Ca-
pacity, whofe Wifdom, and whofe Humanity are known
to the whole World : While he lives we need be up-
der no Apprehenfions, though his Pewer were much

D - fpore
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more extenfive than'it is : We need be under no Fear
that ever any of his Mrmey will be converted to the Ma-
nagement of Ele®ions, or to the Corrupting of Mem-
bers : We are certain that he never will difmi/sr a Man
from his Service for giving his Opinion openly and free-
ly in Council, or for weting according to his Confcience
i Parliament : He never will allow any of his Miniflers
to make ufe of the Places and Preferments he has at his
Difpofal, or the Pains and Penalties he may difpenfe with,
for obliging Men to wvote at Elections or in Parliament,
contrary to the real Sentiments of their Hearts : He knows
that the Parliament is his Great Council; and that unlefs
it remains pure and uncorrupted, from thence he-can ex-
pect no boneft, no fincere Advice: He knows that it is
from his Parliament he muft learn whether the  Mini-
Sters he employs be faitbfil to him, orjuft and impartial
in the Execution of that Power which he delegates to
them ; and that unlefs the Members of Parliament be
fuch as dare give him their Sentiments freely, he can ex-
pect no true Information. In this we are happy at pre-
fent; and our Happinefs is redoubled by the View we.
have of aSucceflor, who inherits all the great Qualities
of his Father, and thereby gives us an Affurance that our
Children will be as happy as our felves.

‘But, alas! Capacity, Wifdom, Humanity, and the o-
ther Princely Virtues they are poffefied of, do not go by In-
heritance ; we cannot anfwer for Princes yet unborn ; and
therefore we ought to be always upon our Guard, We
ought never to give a good Prince a Power which a wick-
ed Prince may make a bad Ule of: On the contrary, if
any Flaw in our Conftitution begins to appear; if any
Ufage or Cufiom has by Inadvertancy crept in, which
may in future T'imes be of dangerous Confequence to our
Liberties, the only Time for applying a Remedy, is,
when we havea Goood and a Fuft Prince upon the Throne ;
for afier a wicked, an ambitious, or a weak Prince has
got into Pofleflion, he never will confent to any Amend-
ment, when He or his Minifters forefee, that fuch A-
mendment will tend towards fruftrating his or their De-
figns againft the Liberties of the People.

I am fo much perfwaded that his prefent Majefty nei-
ther knew nor approved of the Late Scheme for extend-
ing the Laws of Excife, that if it had paffed “both Houfes
of Parliament, I am convinced it would have been /purn-
ed with Indignation from the Throne ;5 and therefore
{hall be the more free in my Remarks upon it: His

Majefty’s
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Majefty’s Inclinations are {o well knownto be againft hav-
ing any Increafe of Power, and his Fondnefs for eftablifh-
{ing upon the moft folid Bafis the future Happinefs of
this Nation, is fo evident, that no Man doubts but that he
would with Pleafine give up any Part, even ofthat [ ower
with which he is now invefted, if it fhould appear to be
of dangerous Confequence to the Liberiics of his People ;
and therefore I fhall with that Freedom which becomes a
true Briton, make a fhort Enquiry into fome of the gddi-
tional Powers which have been given to the Crown, fince
the Reftoration of King Charles 11 ;

Power, in a political Senfe, always depends upon the
Hopes and the Fears with which any one Man, or cer-
tain Number of Men, may infpire their Fellow-Creatures’;
or_it depends upon that .4ffection and Effeem which a
Multitude may have for one Man, or for one Sett of Mens
and that Affe&tion or Efteem always proceeds from the
eminent Virtues and Qualifications of thofe to whom they
fubmit. ‘T'his laft is what we call natural Power, which
is the chief and the proper Support of a lawful Govern-
ment, and is a juff Reafon for Obedience among Men of
Virtue and Courage. ‘The firft Sort of Power. again, is
what may be called artificial Power ; which is the only
Support of T'yranny, and the fole Motive for Obedience
among Slaves, Of this fort of Power, a Man that is rich
bas more than he that is poor: A Man that has many
Places and Preferments to difpofe of, has more than he
that has none, or not fomany at his Difpofal ; and a Man
that may ina great many Inftances pardon or punifh, is
more powerful than he who can in no Inftance, or not in
fo many Inftances, pardon or punith; and therefore, the
adding to the Revenue of the Crown is an Addition of
artificial Power : ‘The creating of a #ew Place or Prefer-
ment, and giving the Difpofal thereof to the Crown, is
an _Addition of Power : The making of any Aétion cri-
minal which is not {o in its own Nature, or by the Lawg
in being, and leaving it to the Crown to profecute ornot, or
to pardon or punith at Diftretion, is an _dddition of
Power ; and the greater the Numbers are that are fubjeéted
to fuch Crimes, the greater the _4rtificial Power of the
Crown muft bz ; the lefs Occafion will they have for that
natural Power which depends upon the Merits and perfo-
nal Qualifications of thofe employed in the Adminiftration,
by which only they can fecure the Affection and Eftecm
of the Subje&s in general.

e ) Now
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Now let us fee how the Royal Power ftood at the Re-
ftoration. ‘The Crown had then hardly any Kevenue to
fubfift on, but what it was to get yearly from Parliament,
‘T'here was no Army, or but a very {mall one, and conlfe-
quently no Military Places or Preferments to be dif-
pofed of. ‘There was no Cuftoms or Excifes; and of
confequence, no Commiffioners, Colleftors, Comptrollers,
Surveyors, Accomptants, Clerks, Secretaries, Land-Wai-
ters, Tide-Waiters, Horfe-Gaugers, or Foot-Gaugers,
&5¢. to be made. ‘There were few or no mechanical
Crimes ;5 and therefore but few Pains and PBenalties
at the Difpofal of the Crown. There were then hardly
any Places at the Difpofal of the Crown but a few about
the Houthold, and in the Law ; nor any Penalties to in-
flit, but for Crimes which o have pardoned would
have rendered the Court ridiculous. But the Nation was
then fo much overjoyed at being relieved from the A-
narchy under which it had groaned for above twenty
Years, that the Courtiers eafily found Means to get the
Parliament to confent to the increafing the artificial
Power of the Crown, with regard to every one of thofe
Branches. ‘Thhey fettled upon the King a great Reyenue
for ever, or for Life s they gave him an abdfolute Power
over the whole military Force of the Kingdom ; they
created a great many Crimes ; and as to moft of them,
they gave a Difpenfing Power to the King ; a Power to
moderate and mitigate the Pains and Penalties at his Plea-
fure; they created Cuftoms, they created Excife; and
thereby gave Being to that Shoeal of idle Subjedts, who
muft always be maintaiined at the publick Expence, for
the colleéting of fuch Revenues. And to complete their
Undertaking, they gave to the Crown the adfolute Dif;
pofal of all thofe new Places and Freferments; and an
Arbitrary Power, with Regard to the Trial of thefe ngw
made Crimes,

We know what were the fatal Confequences of thjs Be-
nignity to the Crown: We know how npear the Nation
was thereby brought to its utter Ruin in the very mext
Reign : We know that from thence, the Minifters of the
fucceeding Prince formed their Scheme of _drbitrary
Power 5 and yet the whole publick Revenue then fettied
for any Number of Years, did not amount to aboye
1, §00,000, {. per Annum. The King had no par-
liamentary Army eftablithed ; nor were any but the com=
mon Brewers fubjected 1o the Laws of Excife; yet fo
pear were we brought to opr Ruin, that if the then Circum.
. . . fancay
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ftances of Europe had not made it neceffary for fome of
ur Neighbours to fly to our Relief, our Cafe would
have been without Remedy. We could not have extrica.
“ted ourfelves ; and the great King William, notwithftand-
ing his Affection for thefe Kingdoms, notwithftanding that
glorious Love of Liberty with which he was infpired, yet
he could not have had it in his Power to have affifted us,
if the Prefervation of the Liberties of Eurepe had not
then depended on the Reftoration of the Liberties of Eng-
land.
~The Power given to the Crown by the firft Seffion of
Farliament after the Revolution, was certainly then thoughe
to be fufficient, not cnly for all the juff Ends of Go-
vernment, but allo for breaking the Neck of that Fadtion
which had joined with, and encouraged the former King
in his Projeft for wampling upon the Ziberties of the
People. But by the heavy foreign War we were then
engaged in for the Prefervation of thofe Zibertiesr which
we had but juft recovered, and by the many Taxes we
~ have fince been obliged to impofe, and the Debis we have
contracted, (I fall not fay have been obliged to contra@)
the Power of the Crown has fince been greatly increafed,
Inftead of that antient Maxim of granting no Taxes but
Jor a Year, or for a fbort Term, moft of our Taxes are
now granted for gver; the Kiug and his Succeflors hav-
ing a Power of levying them upon the People to a¥
Juture Generations, without any #ew Application to Par-
liament; and we all know bow apt an ambitious Govern-
ment may be to convert the Money thus levyed to the
Peoples Deftru®ion. The Places and Preferments at the
Jole Difpofal of the Crown, are greatiy multiphed ; and
the Laws of Excife have been {0 far extended, and o mas
ny Crimes created,thac it is become very difficult for a Mer»
chant or T'radefman to know when he is fecure againft any
criminal Profecution. I will not prefume to fay the Power
of the Crown is at prefent too extenfive ; that is a Queftis
on of too great Moment for me to determine. But I think
I may fay, that the Power of the Crown may be made 7o
great 5 and if that be poffible, we ought well to confider
our Conftitution before we grant any additional Power.
To fum up what I have faid,it is certain that the Liberties
of this Country depend upon the Frequency and the Znde-
pendency of Parliaments: 'The Frequency of Parliaments
may be deftroyed, and thereby our Conffitution overturn
ed, by granting fuch a Parliamentary Revenne to the
Lrown, or fuch a Parliamentary Military Force, as may
enable
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enable any future Kingto govern without the Aid of Par-
tiaments ; and the Independency of Parliaments may be
deftroyed, and our Conflitution thereby undone, by grant-
ing to the Crown the Difpofal of fo much Money, o many
Flaces and Preferments, and o many Pains and Penalties,
as may enable forme future King to make himfelf Mafier
of all, or moft of the Elections of Members of Parlia-
ment in Great Britain. 'Thefe are the two Rocks upon
which our Conflitution may be fplit:  'Thefe are the two
Rocks which Ibeg of my Countrymen to have alwaysin
View ; and with thefe in his View, let every Man with me
perule, and make his Remarks upon the feveral Paragraphs
of the late famous Bill for repealing feveral Subfidier,
and an Impoft now payable on 'T'obacco from the Britith
Plantations, and for granting an Inland Duty (alias
Excife) in liew thereof 5 which Bill is as follows, wiz.

~ PREAMBLE

. JJ/Hereas by the A of Tonnage and Poundage,
made in the 12th Year of the Reign of King
Charles the Second, and the Book of Rater thereto an-
mexed, a Duty of oie Penny per Found, commonly called
the Old Subfidy, war laid upon all Tobacce of the Britith
FPlantations imported ; And by the fame A&, and Book
of Rater, an additional LDuty of ane Penny per Pound
wars laid on the fame Tobacco imported ; And by ano-
ther At made in the firfl Year of the Reign of the late
King James the Second, @ Duty or fmpoft of three Pence
per Yound, was laid on the fame-Tobacco imported ;
And by another A made in the gth Year of the Reien
of bis late Majefly King William the Third, a further
Subfidy of ene Penny per Pound, was laid on the fame
Wobacco imported 5 And by anotber A made in the =d
Year of the Reign of ber late Majefly Queen Anne, a
Duty or Subfidy of one third part of a Penny per Pound
wvas laid on the jaime Tobacco imported 5 Al which Dy
ties on Tobacco imported, as before mentioned, amoyn-
#ng i1 the whole to Six-pence and one third part of a Pen-
ny per Pound Weight, are by [everal fubfequent 45ts

Jince continued, and are now in Force. !
2. And whereas by the faid A& s, or fome of them,
divers Provifions were made for the afcertaining, levys
ang, collecting, paying, and fecuring the [aid Duties ;
and alfo for making certain Abatements, .D:ﬁ'num.r} ;md
: : Allows

.‘“\.
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ances out of the fame, or out of the Weight of the
"Tobacco, upon which the faid Duties were charged,
and for drawing back fuch Duties upon Exportation of
the Tobacco charged therewith, which &y Experience
bave been found liable to great Frauds and Abufes, to
the Frejudice of Trade and Diminution of the Reve-
nue : For Remedy whereof,

ENACTED

1. We vour Majefties moft Dutiful and Loyal Syb-
Jeéts the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament affem-
bled, do moft bumbly befeech your Majefly, that it may
be Enacted, and be it Enacted by the King's Mot Ex-
cellent Majefly, by and with the Advice and Confens.
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons it
this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority
of the fame, That from and after the 24th Day of June,
1733. the faid feveral Subfidies, Duties, and Impofiti-
ons upon all ‘T'obacco of the Britith Plantations, to be
smported after the faid Day (except the faid furtber
Subfidy of one Penny per Pound, granted by the faid
At made inthe gth Year of the Reign of bis late Ma-
Jefty King William the Third) fball ceafe, determine,
and be no longer paid or payable ; and all Provifions
made by the Jaid AGts, or any of them, for afcertaining
levying, colleCting, paving, or fecuring the faid Duties
hereby determined, eor for making any Abatements, Dif-
counts,or Allowonces out of the fame, or out of the Weight
of the 'T'obacco on which the Jaid Duties were charged, or
Jor drawing back any fuch Duties hereby determined as
aforefaid upon Exportation of the Tobacco churged there
with, (ballbe, and are bereby repealed ; any Thing in the
Jaid above-mentioned A4éts, or any of them, or any other
A or A&s of Parliament to the contrary thereof, in
any wife notwithflanding. _4and we your Majefi 'y's faid
Dutiful and Loyal Subjeéts the Commons of Great Brite
tain in Parliament affembled, bave,in liew of the faid Dy-
ties, bereby determined, freely and unanimoufly refolved
to give and grant unto your Majefty the Duty and Impo-
Sition berein after mentioned; and do moft bumbly befeech
Your Majefly, that it may be Enatied,and be it Enacted
by the Authority aforefaid, That from and after the faid
24th Day of June, in liew of the faid Duties bereby
determined, the Inland-Duty berein after-mentioned be
impofed, levied. collected, and paid to your Mayefty,
Your Heirs and Succeffors, for and upen all 'Tobacco

Jrom
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Jrom thenceforth imported into, and fold for FHome Con
fumption, or confumed within Great Britain, or any Part
thereof, that is to f&y, upon every Pound of ‘T'obacco of
the Britith Plantations inported into, and fold for Home
Confumption, or confumed within this Kingdom, the
Dty or Sum of four Pence.

Obfervation. It would be teo tedious to give my Rea-
ders the Realons which induced me to fill up every Blank
in the Bill in the Manner I have done ; and therefore I
fhall only in general refer them to the Votes of laft Sef-
fion of Parliament relating to this Affair, and to ‘the fa-
wous A by whichthe Dealers in Coffee, &c. were fub-
Jetted to the Laws of Excife ; which Aé I looked on as
the Model for this new Scheine ; and therefore 1 have
from thence filled up moft of the Blanks in this Bill.

Y cannot omit here obferving, that this Inland Duty of
four Pence on each Pound Weight of 'Tobacco, together
with the three Farthings per Pound payable at the Cuftom-
houfe, by a fubfequent Claufe, was to have been le-
vied and paid to his Majefty, his Heirs and Succeffors,
that is to fay, for ever, without any Affiftance from
Parliament; and that this was to have come in lieu of a
‘T'ax which is annually granted by Parliament, for fip-
plying the Current Service of the Year. Has not this a
direct ‘T'endency towards fettling a perpetual Parliamen-
tary Revenue, for anfwering the current Services of aff
¥ears to come? And if fuch a Fund be once eftablifhed,
what Occafion would any of our fuure Kings have tor a
Parliament? A fufficient Revenue will always procure
a fufficient military Force ; and if ever any future King
fhould be able to maintain a fifficient regular Army, he
may {foon make his Proclamations of equal Force with
Adts of Parliaments : In a litle Time we might expe&
the Fate of our Neighbours in France: Our A&s of Par-

hament would be fit/pended or annulled by the Ediéts ef
she King's Council.

«And for the better afcertaining, charging, colleting,
levying, raifing, and fearching the Rates and Duties by
this A& fet and impofed upon all 'Tobacco of the Britith
Plantations, to be imported inte, and jold for Home
Confumption, or confumed within Great Britain, from
and afier tbe faid 2 4th Day of June, &e it further enadt-
ed by the Authority aforefaid, That fuck Commiffioners
or Ferfons as bis Majefly, kis Heirs, or Succeffors, oy

any.
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any three or more of the Commiffioners of bis Majefly's,
Treafury, or the High Treafurer of Great Britain Jor the,
Time being, fball from Time 1o Time, by one or more Come
miffion. or Commiffions for that Purpofe, appoint, (ball be
bis Majefty's Commiffioners for the Management and Re
ceipt of the [aid Inland-Duty by this _45t et and impofed 3
which faid laff mentioned Commiffioners; or the major Part
of them, fhall bereby have Power, by Commiffion or Comn-
miffions under their re/petive Hands and Sealr, to Sfubs
Jlitute and appoint under them fuch Receivers-General;
Collectors, Comptrollers, Surveyors, and other Officers, as
Jball be neceffary or requifite for the Purpofés aforefaid,
~And that the faid Commiffioners and Officers, o to be ap-
Dointed jfor the faid Inland Duty upon Tobacco bereby
granted, fhall bave out of the fame fuch Salaries and Re-
wards for their refpective Servicers,in relation to the fane
Duty, as the faid Commiffioners of the Treafury, or any

ee or more of them, or the High Treafurer for the Time
being, fball from Time to Time think reafonable to eflablifb
or allowin that Bebalf ; and that the Jaid Cominiffioners,
1o be appointed for the faid Inland Duty hereby impofed;
Jball from Time to Time caufe all the Moniés to arife by of
Jromibe faid Duty (the neceffary Charges of raifing, levy
ing, coliecting, and accounting for the fame, excepted) to
be paid into the Receipt of bis Mayjefly's Exchequer, dif-
tinctly and apart from all other Branches of the Publick
Revenues, for the Purpofes inthis AE expreffed, under
liuch Penalties and Difabilities as are berein afier pro-
vided and enacted, in cafe of diverting or mifapplying any
Monies by this A appropriated.

Obfervation. We find that by this Claufe, the Commi(fis
oners for the Management of this Duty were to have been
named, from Time to Time by his Majeftv, his Heirs, and
Succeffors, or by the T'reafury; that is to fay, they were
to have been turned out of their profitable  Employments
whenever his Majefty, his Heirs, or Succeffors, of any
future Prime Minifter thought fit ; and confequently the
Commiffioners, and all their under Officers, would always
_ have been entirely dependent on the Crown. ’Fhis is no.
new ‘Thing, indeed ; but no Man who has the Zitertier of
his Country really at Heart; will ever be for encreafing
the Number or the Power of fuch Depesidents, Befides the
Power of naming the Officers for this Inland Duty, the Coms
miffioners of the ‘Treafury had by this Claufe the Puwe?

- E ¢
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of giving not only what Salaries, but what Rewards they
thought proper to fuch Officers; amd if an ambitious En-
terprifing  Minifter, or one who dreaded an Impeachment
in Parliament, fhould ever have been at the Head of the
T'reafury, we may judge for what Services they would have
been granted.

3. And be it further Enacted by the Authority afore/aid,
Fhat all and every the Powers, _Authorities, Directions,
Rules, Methods, Penalties, and Provifions, Claufes, Mat- .
ters, and Things, whichin and by an A made in the 12th
Year of the Reignof King Charles L. [intituled, An A&t .
for 1aking away the Court of Wards and Liveries, and Te-
nures in Capite and by Knights Service, and Purveyance,
and for fertling a Revenue upon his Majefty in lieu there-
of,) or &y any other Law now in Force, relating to bis
Majefly s Revenue of Excife upon Beer, Ale, and
other Liquor s, are provided, [ettled, or eftablifbed, for
managing, ajcertaining, raifing, levying, collecting, miti-
gating, adjudging, or recovering, and paying the Duties
thereby granted, or any of them, other than in fuch Cafes
for awhich otber Penalties or Provifions are prefcribed by
thir Act, and [ubject to the Alterations berein after men- .
tioned, [hall be exercifed, practifed, applied, ufed, and
put in Execution in and for the managing, afcertaining,
raifing, levying, colleéting, mitigating, adjudging, reco-
vering and paying the Inland Duty by this At impofed, as
fully and effectually to all Intents and Purpofes, as if
all and every the faid Powers, Authorities, Rules, and
Direions, Methods, Penalties, and Provifions, Claufes,
Matters, and Things, were particularly repeated, and
again enacled in the Body of this ACt,

Obfervation. This comprebenfive Claufe, which at once
lays fuch a Number of his Majefty’s Subjeéts under all the
Penaltie r, Forfeitures, and Difabilities, which the Graf-
pers at Power have been contriving ever fince the Reftora-
tion, would really require a large Folio for explaining it
fufficiently: ‘The Dealers in #ine and Tobacco were al-
together unacquainted with thefe Penalties, &c. and if
this Bill with its ‘T'win-Sifter had paffed, it would have
been abfolutely neceflary for every fuch Dealer. to have
had a Profeflor or T'eacher of the Laws of Exeife; fuch In-
ftrudtor would have been as neceflary in every Parith for
the Dealers in #ine and Tobacco, as an Inftructor for

- B Reading
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Reading and Writing is to the Children of the Parith'; o~
therwife the poor Dealer muft have entirely depended
on his Excife Officer for knowing whether he was fubjeét
to any Penalty, or not : Their Ignorance in this Refpe& we
may believe would have been taken Advantage of by the
Officers, and from thence we may judge what a Terror
the poor Dealers muft have always been under, and how
abfolute their Dependence muft have been upon their Ex-
eifemen. 'The fubjeting the People of England to Penal.
ties thus by the Lump, Penaltiesr with which they were
altogether unacquainted, we muft fay, is a Method not at
all Parliamentary ; a Method which would foon put an
End to the Liberties and Privilegers of the ABritifb Subjeét ;
and a Method that no Reprefentative in Parliament will
ever confent to, if he has any Regard to the Liberty, the
Eafe, or the Happine/r of his Conftituents. Penalties
are dangerous Things; every new Penalty encreafes the
Power of the fupreme Magiftrate, and every indifferent
Action which is by Law converted into a Crime, derogates
from the natural Liberty of the Subje.

4. And for the better fecuring the faid Inland-Duty, by this
At granted upon the faid 'T'obacco, it is hereby further en-
acted by the _suthority aforefaid, that from and after the

Jaid 2.4th Day of June, 1733, all ‘Tobacco imported into this
Kingdom, from any Fart of the Britith Plantations, upon the
Entry thereof at the Cuftom Houfe, and duly cbarging the
JSame with the faid furtber Subfidy of one Fenny per Found,
granted by the [aid ACt of the ninth Year of the Reign of
the late King William the Third, in Manner berein after-
mentioned, fballbe forthwith carried and put into fuch ¥ are-
houfe or 7 arelboufes as fball be for that Purpofe provided,
at the Charge of the Importer or Qwner thereof, and ap-
proved of by the Commiffioners to be appointed for the faid
dnland- Duty for the Time being, or the major Part of them,
in Cafe fuch {importation be in the Port of London ; _4nd
in Gafe fuch Importation fballbe in any Out-Port, then by
Juch Officer or Officers of the faid Inland-Duty, as
Jhall be appointed by the [aid Commiffioners for that
Purpofe, then within the Difirict wbere (uch Importation
Jhall be refpectively ; and fball not be taken or carried
out from thenee upon any Account whatfoever, otherwife
than as iy berein afiermentioned ; that is to fay, fuch
of the faid 'Tobacco as [ball be fold to be confumed in
Great Bruain, or fball be intended to be ¢onfumed in Great

E:2 Britain,
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Britain, fball-be delivered out wpon Payment of the faid Ins
land-Duty by this Act impofed in Manner following, that
is to fay, the Proprietor or fir/l Buver thereof, or fome Fer-
Jens to be appointed by bim or her, fball make an Entry,
with the Receiver or Colletor of the faid Inland Duty by,
this A granted, appointed to receive the fame within the,
Gities of London and Weftminfter, of fo much Tobacco,
remaining in any fuch Hareboufe or WWareboufes as afore-
Jaid, within the faid Cities of London and Weftminfter,
or the weekly Bills of Mortality, as be or fbe intend to
take out of fuch MW areboufe or ¥ areboufes, and pay down
@ ready Money to furb Receiver or Colleétor, the Inland-
Duty by this A& granted 5 And in all other Places of

Greac Britain, the Froprietor, or firft Buyer, or the Per-
Jon appointed by bim or ber for that Purpefe, [ball
‘maks the like Entries at the Office for the faid inland-Dy-
ty to be appointed, which fhall be neareft to the ¥ arehoufe

or W areboufes into which the faid Tobacco fball bave been
carry'd, upon Fmportation and Entry thereof at tbe Cuf=
tom Houfe ar aforefaid, and [ball pay down in ready
Money the faid inland-Liuty by this At granted to the

Receiver or Collector to be there appointed to receive the

fame 5 And upon producing a H'arrant or W arrants,

Certificate or Certificates, figned by fuch refpective Re-

ceiver or Colledtor, certifying that be bath received the
Jaid Inland-Duty by this A& granted, to the Keeper or
Keepers of fuch W arehoufe or M areboufes into which the
Jaid Tobacco jball bave been put upon Importation and
“Entry thereof ar aforefaid 5 and upon producing a Certifis
cate from the ColleCtor, or principal Officer of the Cuftomys,

of the Payment of the faid further Subfidy for fuch To-

bacco, according to the Provifion berein aftermentioned,

the faid Keeper or Keepers-of fuch Fareboufe or Ware-

boufes, (ball deliver thereout fo much of the faid Tobacco

to be jold or intended for Home Confumption within this

Kingdom, as [ball be mentioned and, exprefled in fich

o arrant or Warrants, Certificate or Certificates, refpec-

tivelyto bave paid the faid Inland-Duty bereby granted,

and the [aid further Subfidy ; And the re/peétive Keeper

or Keepers of fuch o arehoufe or FFareboufes, foall there-

upon give to the Proprietor, or firfi Buyer, or the Perfon

by bim or ber to be appointed as. aforefaid, a Permit or

Certificate to. accompany. the: faid Tobacco fo delivered

out; which Permit or Certificate fball be alfo figned by an

Uljicer aitending the Jaid W areboufe or W areboufes, to

be
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be appointed by the Commiffioners for the faid Inland- Dyty
fﬂr?ﬁ Time being, or the major Part of them, to Pprevent
the Jeizing thereof, and io be produced to the Officer of and
Jor the faid Inland Duty, for the Divifion or Place where
Juch Tobacco fbafl be carried, within the Time in_fuch Per-
mit or Certificate to be exprefled and limited ; during which
Time, and no longer, fuch Permit or Certificate fhall
cqnutinue in Force.

Obfer ugtion. Here the Scheme begins to unfold it feIf : and
therefore I fhall begin to examine the Diffreffes, the Fx-
pences, and the Dependencies, which the Merchant would
thereby have been brought under.  Asthe Law ftands at pre-
{ent, when an Importer of Yobacce is to enter a Cargoe, he
has only the proper Officer of the Cuffoms to apply to; and
therefore, it the Unloading of his Ship requires any extraor
dinary Auendance or Difpatch, he has one Officer only, and
his Attendants,, to fee,, either with ready Money, or with good
Eating and Drinking, for affording him a litrle extraordingry
Time ; which all Officers put as high a Value upon as they:
can, But if thisnew Law had taken Place, the Importer
would have had a new Qfficer to have feed for extraordinary
Attendance, viz. The Warehoufe-Keeper where he was to
lodge the Zobacco, whomuft certainly have attended to have
feen the Zobacco weighed at the Cuffom-Hou/z; or other-
wife, he muft. have had it weighed over again at the ZZ7ye-
hoyfe, before he could have properly charged himfelf with
fuch a Quantity. :

At prefent, after the Zobaccois entered and weighed at the
Cuftom-Houfe, the Merchant fends it to his Ware-houfes in
fuch Carriages, and by whatever Perfons he Pleafer to em-
ploy: for that Purpofe : But by this new Scheme, the Tobac-
co. muft have been again weighed at.the Ware-houfe, or he
muft have hired fuch Carriages and Servants as the ZZ7gre.
houfe keeper pleafed to recommend ; for as he was obliged to
an{wer to the Commiffioners for the Quantity fent in, he could
not haye entrufted the carrying of it from the Keys to the
‘Warghoufe but to fuch as, he could depend on. What a fine
Fund, for Perquifites would this have been to the. Excife-
men! What a Trouble and Expence to the Eﬂfﬂ;@fmﬁi&t in
England!

Thefe. were Additional Hardfips which were to have beep
put upon the.Importer before he could have lodged his 7o
bacco. in his Warehoufe : But now. fuppoefe: it lodged, and 2
Purchafer offers, for fuch a. fmall. Quantity perhaps. as. one
: Hog~
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Hogmead: T this Scheme had taken effe@, he muft have
applied to no lefs than four different Officers, that is to fay,
to the Colle&tor of the Inland Duty, to the Colledor of the
Cuftoms, to the Warehoufe Keeper, and to the Permit Of-
ficer, before he could have delivered his Hoghead of To-
bacco ; and iFany of thefe Officers had been out of the Way,
he might probably have loft his Cuftomer ; befides, it is rea-
fonable to fuppofe that he muft have paid fomething at every
Office for Difpatch. All which would have been new T'rouble,
new Expences and newHardfhips, put upon the Merchants Im-
porters. And as Warehoufe Keepers and Permit-Officers, {5¢.
might have eafily found Excules for being abfent, we may
conclude, that no Man could have carried on his Bufinefs, as
an Importer of Zobacco, without being very generous to
the Gentlemen attending his Warehoufe, &e. or very fub-
miffive and obedient to the firft Lord Commiffioner of the
Treafury for the Time being.

‘Then as to the Buyer for Home Confumption, fuppofe
him to have bought the Hogfhead of ‘Tobacco, to have got
it delivered to him with a proper- Permit, and to have put it
in 2 Waggon, or aboard a Barge, for fome Part of the Coun-
try ; and fuppole that fome Accident happned to the Wag-
gon or Barge, fo that it does not arrive at the Place appoin-
ted within the 'Time limiited in the Permit. In fuch Cafe
the poor Retailer muft lofe his Tobacco, if he is nota
Man .well affefted to the Prime Minifter ; for the Officer at
the Place whither it is fent, cannot then receive it, he muft
feize it ; and if the poor Man applies to the Commiffioners
fur Equity, they may admit of the Hardihip of his Cafe, and
ver deny him Relief.

5. And as to furck Part of the faid Tobacco ars [ball be
intended for Exportation to Parts beyond the Seas, the
fame [ball be delivered out of fuch ¥ areboufe or Ware-
boufes, unto the Proprietor, firft Buyer, or other Perfon
to be appointed in that Bebalf, upon fufficient Security to
be firft given by Bond to bisr Majefly, bis Herrrs, or Suc-
ceffors, with two {ufficient Sureties; awbich Security the
Commi(fioner or Collector, with the _Approbation of the Comp-
troller of the Cufloms for the Time being, in each refpec-
tive Port, are hereby required and impowered to take, that
the fame and every Part thereof [ball be exported, and
not relanded in Great Britain ;5 which faid Security fball be
difcharged, without Fee or Reward, upon producing fuch
Certificate as is-berein after ‘mentioned to fuch Officer or
B Officers
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Officers as aforefaid; thatis io fay, for dfu;b of the To-
bacco as fhall be entered for or landed in Treland, the
Iflands of Guernfey, Jerfey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, the
Condition of the Bond fball be to bring a Cerificate in dif:
charge thereof within three Months from the Date of the
Bond, to be figned by the proper Officers of the Cuftomys re-
Siding there 5 And for fuch Tobacco as fball be entred for
any other Place, to bring a Certificate under the Common
Seal of the Chief Magiftrate in any Place or Places be-
yond the Seas, or under the Hands and Seals of two
known Britith Merchants, then being at fuchk Place or
Places, importing refpectively, that fuch T'obaccowar there
landead, and teftifying the Landing thereof, or upon Proof
by credible Perfons that fuch Tobacco was taken by Ene-
mies, or perifbed in the Seas, the Examination and Froof
thereof being left to the Fudgment of the faid Commiffioners
of the Cuftoms for the Time being.

Obfervation. By this Se&ion I imagine that T'obacco to
be exported muft have been twice weighed before it could
have been fhipped off, Firft, it muft have been weighed ar
the Warehoufe, in order that the Keeper might have entered
itin his Books to difchar ge himfelf thereof to the Commiffi-
oners of Excifé: Then it muft have been again weighed at
the Cuftom-Houfe Keys, in order that the Collector might .
have difcharged it of the Cufloms with which it was charged
in his Books at the Entry: And what Trouble and Expence
this would have been to the Merchants we may eafily guefs,
But if it was to have been weighed only at the Warchoufs
from whence it was taken, then one of the Cuftom-Houfe
Officers muft have attended; and if it was to have been
weighed only at the Cuftom-houfe Keys, then the Ware-houfe
Keeper muft have attended it both there, and in its Way thither;
which muft always have been fome Expence to the Merchant,
As 10 the Sureties required, we may believe thofe Merchants
who were not agreeable to the Commiffioners or the Officers
of the Cuftoms, would often have been under Difficulty to
find fuch Sureties as they would have judged to be Sufficient;
and fuch Merchants would likewife have often found it a hgrd
Task to get fuch Certificates or Proofs of the Landing or
Lofs of their T'obacco as would have been approved of,
within the limited Time ; In fuch Cafe their Bopds would
have been put in Suit ; againft which it is prefumed they
would by the Scheme have had no Relief in Chancery ; they
muft have gone for Redrefs to the Commiffioners of Appeal
appointed by the King, .

®. Pro-
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6. Provided always, and be it Enacted by the Authos
rity aforsfaid, That if any fuch Proprieior, firft Buyér,
or other Perfon, fball be minded to mamujacture any : art
of Juch Tobacco as fball be fo taken out for Exporta-
tion, it fball and may be lawful for Juch Proprietor, Jirft
Buyer, or other Perfon, to manufalture [uch Tobacco
giving notice to the Officer or Officers for the [aid dnland
Duty, appointed to attend the W arehoule, out of which fuch
"T'obacco fball be [0 taken, of tbe Place where be, fbe, or
they, intend to manufacture the faid "Tobacco.

Obferuvation. 1 fhall make no other Remark upon this
Section, butonly that it lays our Manufadurers of T'obacco
under a Refiraint they were before unacquainted with 3 and
one would think that the prefent Time, when all the World
are endeavouring to improve their ‘Trade, is not a very pro-
per Sealon to lay any of our Manufacturers under new Re-
ftraints.

7. And it is bereby furtber Enaded, That fuch To-
bacco fo manufactured: for Exportation, [bail be kept fe-
parate and apart from all Tobacco for Home Confumps
tion ; and that three Days before the fame [ball be ex-
ported, Notice fball be given thereof tv the Gfficer or Qf
ficers for the faid Inland Duty, that be or they may fee to
the packing up the (ame, and attend the fame to be put on
board the Ship or Fe[Jel which is. to receive the fame, un-
der the Care and Infpection of ithe Searchers or proper
Officers of the Cufioms 5 And the Exporter of fich ma-
nufactured Tobacco fball give Security by Bond; with
like Condition, for exporting and not relanding the fame,
and for producing a Certificate of the landing thereof in
Parts beyond the Seas, in fuch Manner as is berein before
required in Cafés of Tobacco taken out of any H#areboufe
for immediate Experiation ; .And if amy Proprietor, Sirft.
Buyer, or otber Ferfon, fball not keep all fuch "Fobicco
Ja manufa&lured or intended to be manufactured, for Ex«
portation, feparate and apart from all 'Tobacco for Home-
Confumption, or fball export the fame without giving fich
Netice and Security as aforéfaid, every Peérfon fo offend-
ing fball Forfeit the faid ‘Tobacco, and trebie the Value
thereof, fogetber with the Casks, Veflels, or Package, con-
taining the fame, and alfo the Sum of one hundred
FPounds. -

Obfervation;,
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Obfervation. By this Se@®ion the Manufa®urer of "Tobac-
cais not only laid under a Reftraint, but a very great Grie-
vance and Expence; for it is well known that every Mer-
chant who is obliged to have the Attendance of an Officer,
muft pay or treat that Officer, otherwife he will find his
Attendance very troublefome ; and here an Officer muft at-
tend at leaft for feveral Days, which muft be a great Expence,
as well as Trouble to the Manufa&urer, Befides here is not
only a new Crime created, and great Penalties inflifted,
but a Crime which it would not have been in any Man's
Power to have guarded againit; it would have been every
Day in the Power of a Servant to {ubjeét his Mafter to thofe
Penaltiesr, by throwing in fome manufadtured ‘T'obacco des
figned for Exportation, among that which was manufactured
for Home Confumption, and then going for the Excife-Of«
Jicer ( with whom he went Snacks ) to come and feize it.

8. Anditis bereby further Enalted and Declared, by
the _Authority aforefaid, That the fingle Falue and Worth
of fuch ‘Tobacco fo forfeited, fball from Time to Time, be
deemed and taken to be accerding to, and at the Rate and
Rates, Price and Prices, as the beft 'Tobacco of the like
Sort and Kind do or fball at fuch refpective Time er Times
bear and fell for in London. '

Obfervation. By this we fee, that our Projector had a
Mind to make the moft of his Proje& ; for even where an
unfortunate Man was to pay a iréeble Value by the Faule
or Fraud of his Servaut, this Value is to be put accord-
ing to the higheft Price that fuch Tobacco is fold for in
London,

Q. And be it further Enalted by the Authority afore
Jaid, Thbat before any fuch Proprietor, firff Buyer, or o
ther Perfon, jball be permitted to export (uch Tobacco be
fvall declare, upen Qath before the Colle@or, and Compa
treller of the Port from whence the fame fball be exported,
on the Certificate, before the taking out of bis Cocquet,
and before be be fuffered to give Bond as aforefaid, Thai
e Tobacco then about to be fbipp'd is really and truly by
bim intended to be exported to Parts beyond the Seas, in
the Ship therein mentioned, and is net intended to be ree
landed in any Part of Great Britain,

[ Oﬁﬁf?ﬂff'ﬂa
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Obferuvation. ~This, upon a Man who has a Regard for
‘Honour or Religon, is a great Grievance ; upon a Rogue
-or Smuggler it is.no Check. But Cuftom-Houfe, and fuch
Qathes, are  already fo multiplied, and the Religious Cere.
;mony of an'Qathis thereby brought into fuch Contempt a-
-mong the Vulgar, that no Man can well be faid to be fure
‘of his Life or Eftate. Our late Coiners of Oaths and Af-
fidavits, who have brought about this fatal Effeét, deferve
2o great Thaoks from Mankind or their Country.

o 10.1And for preventing all clandeftine importing or
Bringing of any Tobacco into Great Britain, be it further
Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, that if any Perfon
or Perfons, Bodies Politick or Corporate, from and afier
2be faid 24th Day of June, fball import or bring in any To-
bacco #nte any Part of the faid Kingdoms, which ought
to be fecured in fuch Wareboufes as abovefaid, and [ball
#lot make due ‘Entries thereof at the Cuftom-Foufe, and
bring, or caufe the fame to be brought, into fuch Ware-
bowufe or I¥ areboufes as are, in purfuance of this A,
20 be approved of by the Commiffioners for the faid Inland-
Duty, for keeping the [ame till Payment of the [aid In-
{and Duty,and the faid furtber Subfidy, or the Exportation
thereof refpectively; or [ball reland or caufe to be reland-
ed, any Tobacco which [ball be fbipp'd for Exportation,
afier the fame fball bave been delivered out of any W are-
houfe ar aforefaid, Allfuch Tobacco fballbe, and is bere-
by declared and adjudged to be forfeited, and the fame
Jball and may be feized by any Officer or Officers of the
Cufloms, or for the faid Inland-Duty hereby granted ;
and the Perfon or Perfons, Bodies Politick or Corporate,
offending therein, fball forfeir the faid Tobacco, toge-
2ber with the Casks, Veflels, or Package, containing the

{ame. A
[ L m

Obfervation. It 'was before a mechanical Crime to im-
port Tobacco without making an Euotry ; but this Crime
would by this Scheme have been made more extenfive and
more_en/naring.  The Tobacco muft not only have been
entered at the Cuftom-Houfe, but muft likewife have been
put into a proper! Warehoufe under the like Forfeitures.
‘T'he Bufinefs o a Merchant or Shop Keeeper was former-
ly a very plain and eafy Employment, but by the Multi-
tude of the Laws /lately made for the collefing and raifing

e publick Revenues, it is become one of the moft my-
ferious
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Slerious Employments in England; and if we go en a
little, further, i¢ will be abfolutely neceflary for every Man
who is to fet upas a Merchant or Shop-Keeper, to Study
for fometime in one of our funs of Court, or ta ferve an
Apprenticefhip to an Exchequer Solicitor.

A1.: Provided always, and it is bereby furtber En-
adled, by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Difpute
fball arife whetber the Cuftoms or Infand Duty payable
Jor ‘any 'Tobacco to be Jeized in purfuance of this .4,
have been paid, or that the fame or any Part thereof, bath
been condemned ay forfeited, the roof thereaf [ball lie on
the Qwner or Claimer thereof, or the Perfon ar Perfons
on whom the fame fball be found, and not on the Of
Jicer. L A2 e

L

- Okfervation.  'This is 2 moft curious Claufe, a new Sore
of Law : The Perfon accufed fhall be obliged to prove his
Innocence ; and this too, not to the Satisfaction of God and

- his Country, but to the Satisfa&tion of Commiflioners re-
moveable at Pleaf/ure. It was formerly the Birthiight of
“.an. Englifbman always to be deemed Innocent, till he was
~ found Guilty by twelve honeft and true Men of his Country ;
“but by this Claufe every Man muft have been deemed guz/ry,
if the Commiffioners of Excife had fo thought meet, ‘T'his
Cuftom of throwing the Proof upon the Party accufed,
was firft introduced foon after the Reftoration ; but it has
~fince been vattly extended ; and in this Cafe it is the more
extraordinary, becaufe the Perfon accufed can prove his In-
nocence no Way, but by thofe whofe Colleagues or Bro-
ther-Officers are to get by his Condemnation.. In fuch Cafe
‘we may believe, that no Officer will woluntarily come to give
Evidence for the Merchant ; and yet by what I can find in
the Bill, he has no Way of obliging thofe Officers to attend,
~or bring their Books to be examin'd : ‘This is left altogether
to the Diferetion of the Commiffioners; fo thatif the To-
‘baccanift has by any Mifchance loft his Permit, or if the OF-
ficer, 1o whom he gave Notice of the Place where he was to
manufa@ure his Tobacco, will not wvoluntarily attend, if the
Commiffioners do not favour him with an Order for that Pur-
_pofe, he muft fuccumb, and muft fuffer the Scandal of
having a Sentence paflfed againft him as a Rogue and a
Smuyggler, This Clavfe muft really raife the Indigrnation
F g of



36 The late Excile Scheme

of every Man of common Humanity ; for fince the Mer-
chants were hereby laid under the hard Neceflity of pro«
ving their Innocence, it might have been expected that {ome
Care would have been taken to have obliged the Commiffi~
oners of Excife to have afforded them all proper Affiftance
for fo doing: But this would have diminithed the Power
of the Commiffioners, and would have made the Merchants
and Shop-Keepers lefs dependent, which is contrary to the
Intention of the whole Scheme.

12. And for preventing the clandefline carrying any
Such Tobacco out of the Wareboufes, to be approved of by
the Commilffioners for the faid Inland-Duty as aforefaid,
be it Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Keep-
eror Keepers of fiuch Warebaufe or Wareboufes, to be
apppointed by the Commiffioners of the faid Inland-Duty,
granted by this A, to attend the fame, [ball keep onie or
more Book or Books, wherein they fball feverally and fair-
Iy enter in Writting an exadt, particular and true Acceunt
of fuch "T'obacco, which from Time to Time [ball be brought
into or carried out of the Wareboufe or the W areboufes ta
avbich be or they fball repectively belong, and of the Days
and Times when the (ame [ball be o brought in or carried
out; and how much thereof was delivered out to be copte
Jfumed in Great Britain, and how much for Exportation,
and bow much to be manufactured for Exportation ; and
the Names of the refpective Perfon or Perfons to whom,
or for whofe Ulfe the [ame was delivered out; and fball,
at the End of every fix Montbs, or ofiner, if required,
tranfinit in Feriting an Account thereof upon Qath to the
Commiffioners for the faid Inland-Duty for the Time being,
together with an exalt Account of how much fball be re-
maining in the Wareboufe or Wareboufes 5 And the [asd
Commiffioners for the faid Inland-Duty are berebyrequired
and enjoined, within one Month after the faid dccounts
Jball be tranfivitted to them as aforefaid, to appoint
one, two, or more Perfon or Perfons to infpeét the [aid
Book or Books, and the faid WWareboufe or Ware-
boufes, and to examine the fame Accounts 5 and if up-
en Juch Examination, or otherwife, it fball appear
that ‘any 'Tobacco war delivered out, otherwife than
as aforefaid, or before Payment of the Inland-Duty,
and “the faid further Subfidy for fuch of the faid 'To-
bacco as fball bave been taken out to be confumed in

(areat
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Great Britain, or giving fuch Security as aforefaid for fuch
Part of the faid Tobacco as fball bave been delivered out
Jor Exportation, or giving Notice of the Place intended Jor
manufaéturing [uch Tobacco, as fball bave been delivered
out te be manufaclured for Exportation ; then the Keeper
or Keepers of fuch Hareboufe or Warehoufer, and the

Officer or Officers jor the faid inland-Duty, attending the
Jame, offending berein, [ball not only be difmifled, but fball
alfo forfeit for every fisch Offence the Sum of one hundred
Pound.

Obfervation. This Seftion fhews how exa& the Ware-
houfe Keeper muft have been in his Accounts ; and that
therefore we are right in what we faid upon the 4th and
sth Sections ; for when an Officer is to incur fo great
Penalties and Difabilities, we cannot {uppofe that he will
truft the weighing of the Tobacco, either when it is
put into his Warehoufe, or taken out, to any Cuftom-
Houfe-Officer, or to any Man but himfelf; for which
Reafon we muft fuppofe, that if this Scheme had taken
Place, 'Tobacco upon Importation muft have been firfk
weighed ar the Cuftom-Houfe, and then again at the
Warehoufe ; and upon Exportation it muft have been fir(d
weighed at the Warehoufe, and then again at the Cuftom-
Houfe, or if it was to have been but once weighed, we
muft fuppofe that both the Cuftom-Houfe-Officers, and
the Warehoule-Keeper, muft have attended at that weigh-
ing.

We fhall make this further Remark upon this Seion,
That this Scheme would have been altogether impracii-
cable, if we fuppofe that an Importer's Warehoufe was
to have been examined once every fix Months ; for in
weighing ‘T'obacco upon Importation, there are general-
ly imployed two Men for weighing, aflifted by five or
Jix Coopers, and eight or ten Porteis, and all thefe Men
together, feldom weigh above a Hundred Hogfheads in
a Day, The weighing of Tobacco in a Warehoufe,
would have required at left that Number of Men; and
there being in fome Warehoufes ‘T'welve or Fifteen Hun-
dred Hogfheads at a ‘Time, we muft conclude, that the
Examination of fuch a Warehoufe by any Number of
Men that could have been fet to work in it, would
have taken up at leaft Three or Four Weeks ; in all which
Time, the Importer could not have pretended to have
fold a Hogfhead of the Tobacco there lodged ; and it
is a Queftion whether he would not, for his own hﬂikt

d¥V e
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have been obliged to hire moft of the Cooperg and
Porters ‘neceffary to be employed in making fuch Examina-
tion : For otherwife it may be fuppofed, that one Exami-
nation would have been no fooner over, but another would
have begun ; fo that the Importer would have had little or
no Time to have difpofed of his Tobacco there lodged.
They who projected fuch Schemes muft have a moft lincere
Regard for the Eafe of the Britilb Merchant, and the
Encouragement of the Britifb Trade. 1If the Revenue
be but made fecure, it is not marterial what Trouble,
what Expence, or what P enalties and Lofies the Dealer may
be expofed to. '

13. And be it further Enaéted, by the Authority afore

foid, that it [ball and may be lawful to and for the Proprie-
tor and Proprietors of the 'Tobacco, /o to be lodged i any
fuch WPareboufe or Warehoufes, to affix one Lock toevery
fitch WP areboufe, the Key whereof fball remain with juch
Proprietor or Proprietors 5 and to and for the Officer or
Officers, appointed by the Commiffioners for the (aid dn-
land-Duty, ‘to atmend fuch Warehoufe or W arehoufes, 19
affix one other Lock upon every [uch WWareboufe, the Key
of which fball remain with the (aid Officer or Officers ; and
the faid Proprietor or Vroprietors (ball and may, in the
Prefence of the fuia Keeper or Keepers of [uch Ware-
boufe or Wareboufes, or of the Officer or Officers for the
[aid Inland-Duty, appointed to attend the jame, (who are
bereby obliged and required to attend at all fuch feajonable
Times for that Purpofe, view, fort, e parate and receive out
of fitch Wareboufe or Wareboufes, all fuch of bis Tobacco
therein lodged, intended * eitber to be confumed in Great
Britain, or exported to foreign Parts, or any Part ihereof,
in fuch Manner, and upon fuch Terms and Conditions as
are in cither of the faid Cafes by this ACt before directed
and prefcribed 5 and if any fuch Wareboufe-Keepers or
other Officers [ball wilfully neglect or refufe to attend at
all feafonable Times, as aforefaid, when required fo teo
do, every fuch Wareboufe-Keeper, or otber Officer, Jone-
gleéting or refufing, fball be fubject to Such Penaliies and
Difabilities ar aforefaid.

Obfervation. From this Claufe it appears, that no Mer-
“chant Importer could have properly called himfelf Mafter
of his own Warehoufe, or of his own Goods : He could not
have entered his Warehoufe, ‘without having his Ware-
houfe-Keeper along with him, nor could he have ﬂagred

there
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thare longer than his Warehoufe-Keeper was inclined te
ftay with him. "T'is true, this Officer would have been
obliged to have attended the Merchant at all Seafonable
Hours, which I fuppofe means, that he muft have attended
on all Cuftomhoufe Days, in the Summer Time, from Six
in the Morning till Six at Night, and in the Winter Time,
from Eight in the Morning, ¢ill Four in the Afterncon, al-
lowing him a reafonable Time for Breakfaft and Dinner :
But if the Merchant had wanted his Attendance on” 2 Holi.
day, or at any other extraordinary Time, he muft haye
2aid for it. ‘This would certainly have fubjeéted the Mer-
chant to a great Expence ; and the Excifeman, we may be-
lieve, would have raifed his Demands on fuch Occafions, in
Proportion as the Merchant funk in Favour with the Com-.
miffioners of Excife. S SR s S -
This would have been a general Grievance : But there is 2
particular Cafe which might have fubjeéted fome of the Mer-
¢hants to great Loffes: If a Fire had happened in the Nighe,
near o any of their Warehoufes, the Merchant might not
erhaps have known where to have gone to fetch his Wara-
E&uﬁ'—ﬂé&pﬁ“;"ﬁaﬂﬂ Jif he had known, the Warehoufe-Man
would not have.been obliged to have awtended him ; fo that he
muft have ftood by to fee his Goods burnt in the Warehoufe,
er he muft have paid a monftrous Price to his Excifeman,
for difturbing the Gentleman at fuch an un/eafonable Hoyr.
T'his Cafe 2lonewould have been fufficient to have made every
T'obacco Mer.:h%;n.ﬁrimik the Slave of his W arehayfe-
Keeper, or arleafl ﬁf%ﬁe Commiffioners of Excife,

14. Provided always, and be it enated by the Authority a-
Jorefaid, that theJaid furtber Subfidy be flill payabie ay
the Caftom-Houfe, fubject tothe Alterations berein after.
mentioned, thatis to fay, 7 bereas by 1he faid A& made in
tbe gth Year of the Reign of bis Majefty King George 1. an
Allowance of twenty-five Founds per Cent,is, dirécled. o be
made out of the faid furtber Subfidy, (amongft other Duties
on Zobacco therein mentioned,) and to be deducted and al-
lowed uponthe Entry of the Importer, paying down Such
Jartber Subfidy, which _Allowance, reducing the fame in
#alue to three Fartbings for every Pound of fuch Tobacco :
Be it enadted by the Authority a efaid, That from and
after the faid 24th Day of June, the faid fiurther Subfidy of
one Penny per Pound upon'T'abacco of the Britith Plantati-
ens, to be imported after the faid Day, fball be reducedto
three Farthings per Pound, without making the faid _lior-
ence of twenty-five Founds per Ce t thereon't; and the
! o Same
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Jame fo reduced 10 three Farthings per Pound, clear of all
Deductions, fballbe levied, paid, and fecured to his Ma.
fefty during bis Life, in Manner following, that is to fay,
_After the Mafier, or otber Perfon, baving Cbarge of any
* Ship bringing Tobacco into aity Port of this Kingdom, fball
bave made a Report of bis Sbip, the Merchant-importer, or
Jfome otber Perfon appointed by him or ber, fball take out a
Billor Bills at fizht, to be granted in fuch Manner as is
direéted by an Act paffed in the Jfourteenth Year of the
Reignof King ChatlesIL. [intitued, An A& for preventing
Frauds, and regulating Abufes in his Majefty’s Cuftoms] &y
the Colleétor and Comptrolier of Juch Port ; but without any
Security to be given or Depofit made for fueb furtber Sub-
Sfidy 3 the faid Merchant or other Perlon firft fpecifying the
Number of Hogfbeads, or other Pellels or Package, cons
taining Juch Tobacco, with the Marks and Numbers
thereof 3 and by Virtue of fuch Bill or Bills at fight, the
Hog[beads or other Peffels or Package, containing fuch
*Tobacco, fball be landed and [ball be weighed and nums
dered progreJively in the Prefence of the Land-waiters ap-
pointed to attend fuch Ship, and oue or more Officer or Of
ficers for the faid Inland-Duty, and thereupon juch Tobac-
co fball be delivered into the Gare of an Officer for the Jaid
Inland-Duty, together with a Ticket figned by the Land-
¥ aiters and Officer or Officers for the faid Inland-Duty,
in whofe Prefence fuch Tobacco was Jo weighed, contain-
ing the Marks, Numbers, and Contents of each Cask, or o-
sher Peffel or Package, by what Perfon entred, and out of
awhat Ship 5 and fuch Officer for the Jaid dnland-Duty, into
avhofe Care fuch Tobacco [ball be delivered, fball [ee the
Jame lodged in Jome I arehoufe or W areboufes, to be ap-
proved by the fard CommilJioners,or other Officers, for the
Jfaid Inland-Duty,in Purfuance of this ACt, under the Care
of the Keeper or Keepers of fitch Wareboufe or Ware:
boufes, to be appeinted as aforefaid, to whom, or one of
gbem, the Jaid Ticket fbail be delivered ; and upon the Back
of fuch Billor Billr at Sight, the proper Officer of the Cuf~
toms, fball certify to the Collector and Comptroller the Quan-
tity of fuck ‘Tobacco fo Janded, weighed and Jfent to fuck
#F¥arehoufe or IWWarehoufes, with the Marks, Numbers, and
Contents of each Cask, or other Ve(lel or Package, contaisi-
‘ing the fame 5 And the Collector and Comptroller [ball in=
fert the fame in a proper Book, or Books, tobe kept for that
Purpoje at the CuftomHoufe, and therein charge the Ims
porter with the faid further Subfidy fo reduced to three Far-

things per Pound clear, as aforefaid, who Joall ftand charged
_ | therewith
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therewith, till fuch Time as the faid further Subfidy fball be
paid in Money for the faid Tovacco in Mawner berein af-
ter-mentioned, or [ball be difcharged wpon delivering the
Jaid Tobacco out of fuch Warehoufe or Harehoufes Jor
Exportation, orin order to be manufatyred for Exporta-
tion, purjuant to the Direftion of this AG.

Ob/ervation. 1 have before given my Resfons, why it
would have been neceflary for every Warehoufe-Keeper,
where any Tobacco was to have been lodged, to have
areaded the Weighing ac the Cuftom-Heufe, or.to have
had it agein weighed ar the Warehoufe : Though this
does not feem to be made neceflary by this Claufe, yet
there is nothing in this Claufe, nor in any other Claufe
of the Bill, to oblige the Warehoufe-Keeper to raceive it
as weighed at the Cwlom-Houfe, awithour having it again
weighed in his Prefence, before he allows it 1o g0 into
his Warehoufe. By the very Nawre ~of the Thing, this
fecond Weighing would have been necelfary ; for no Man
could have anfwered for it, that the Outgoings and Ins
comings at his Warehoule, would have exactly corre-
fponded, unlefs he was to have feen every Parcel weigh
ed when brought in, and every Parcel weighed when
carried out, And as the Warehoufe-Keeper is not oblie
ged to attend ar the Weighing at the Cuftom-Houfe, it
is ealy to fee that every Warchoufe-Keeper might haye
obliged his Merchant when he was appointed to attend,
to have fet up @ Macbine at every one of his Ware-
houfes, for the Weighing of his Tobacco before jt was
brought in, or fent away. As to this Hardhip, there is no
Relief given by this Claufe to the Merchant ; but we
find that there are a Couple of #mew Attendants given to
him at the “T'ime of his importing, viz, Towo Officers for
the Inland-Duty; and 1 take it for a certain Rule, thay
the more Officers a Man has to apply to, the greater his Ex-
pence muft be. ‘T'here is no getting common Juftice or Dif:
paich from any Office, or Officer, without dropping a F ee,or
giving a handfome Entertainment : He only is free, he only
is bappy, who bas nething to do with Offices or Officers s -
and the more of fuch Blood-Suckers 2 Man has to do with,
the greater Slave, the more wretched, be muft be. e

The Advocates for this Scheme before it appeared in
the World, infifted much upon the Advantage it would
be of to Trade, becaufe thereby our Ports were 1o haye -
been all made free Ports: 'The Merchants were to haye-
Peen freed from all giar Trouble aad Charge they sre

< v
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‘Put to upon Importation, at leaft with refpe&t to thofe
':E';,c}qu’ brought under the Laws of Excife : But this Claufe
‘fhews that no fuch ‘Thing was ever intended ; on the con-
trary, the Merchant was to have been put to more Trouble
and Expence both.upon Importation and Exportation than be-
fore. If indeed the Merchant had been freed of all ‘T'rouble
and Charge at the Cuffom- foufe, it would have been fome
Eafe to him, it would have been fome Compenfation for his
being fubjected to the Laws of Excife,and to the Infpection of
Eﬁrjf?ﬁzeﬁ_; it would have been an Advantage, at leaft to our
fgfr_aé‘ign'f',[‘rade s but then we theuld not have had Ufe for fo
many Officers of the Cuftoms ; fome of them muft have
been difmiffed; and I much queftion, whether it was ever the
Defign of the Promoters of this Scheme, to diminifb the
Nuamber of thofe Officers who are fo much under the Mg-
nagement of the ‘Treafury ;. for our Politicks of late Years -
have intended rather to encreafe, than diminifb the Num-
ber of Officers employed in all the Branches of the publick
evenue. | :

" *There was indeed an accident happened fome few Years
igo, which gave me great Hopes of the future Felicity ofmy
Country : It gave me a moft extraordinary Opinion of the
fitegrity and Uprightnef(s of the Views of fome Men,
’:I_‘l'i:l:: ‘was the abolifbing of the Duty on Sait: ‘The dif-
viiffing of luch a Number of Officers at once ; the parting
with 2 Tax_which was, of fo great Ule to thofe in the
Adminiftration, made me hope for Aalcyon Days indeed ;
st_was. what I jn this Age fo little expected, that I grew
elite beyond Meafure upon feeing it agreed to. But
z%y_ good Opinion of thefe Men did not long continue:
Neceflity it feems. occalioned its being revived. 1 hope
thait Neceffity willlafi no longer than the Term of its
Revival, e S

. 15. And be it further Enatted bythe Authority afore-
Jaid, that before any fuch Tnbac;:oﬂ);ﬂf! be taken out of any
fuch Wareboufe for Home Confumption, the Proprictor,or
JirR Buyer thereof, [ball make an. Entry, with the Collec-
tor and Comptroller of the Gufioms at the Fort wherein the
Jaid ‘Tobacco fhall_ bave been imported, or of fo much
“Tobacco as fuch Iroprietor, or firft Buyer, intends to take
out of any fuch 17 arehoufe, either to be fold for Home Cop-
Sumption or to be confumed within this Kingdom; and
Joall upon fuch Entry pay down in ready Nioney to_fuch
Collector the faid furtber Subfidy [o reduced to three Fars
things per Pound, clear as_aforefaid, for the Quantity of

. ¥ Tobacce
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"T'obacco for awhich he fball make fuch Emrj, And the
Keeper of fuch Warehoufe fhall not deliver, or permit ta
be delivered out of the fame, any Tobacco 1o be fold far
Home Lafgﬁimﬁrmn, or to be confumed ﬂw:rbm thiy K:

dom, yntil a Certificate, ,.ﬁ:ﬁed by fuch. Laﬂfﬁor Com}h
troliery or a;.{:er proper O_ﬁir:er, fhall be ﬁr_ﬁ delivered to
bim ; importing that the [aid E.‘affféfar hath rerﬂwd the -
faid further Subfidy fo reduced to.. three Farirhmgs per.
Pound clear for all fuch Tobacco Jo to be delivered ouf, :
under the I'enalty of ireble the Falue of juch Tobacco,
which fball be delivered out before Certificate fball ,baw
6&‘#?1 delivered to bcm as Hﬁr@;‘md And when any fuch”
Tobacco fball in due Manner, according to the Directions
of this AGt, be taken out of any fuch ¥ areboufe for Expor-
tation, or in order to be manufadtured for Exportation,
then, upon pradufmg a Certificate H?E'!"E'ﬂf i gﬁed 6'9 ihe
Keeper of fuch # areboufe, appointed in purfuance of this
A¢, to the ColleGior of the Port wherein fuch Tobacco
fhall bave been :m_purtad the Charge upon fuch in yﬁrmr!-
on in fuch Bookor Books fball be writ off and dijc bﬁrrgfﬂ

for jo much of fuch "T'obacco as fball’ bf axfrf_ﬂ&d m Juch®
Certificate,

Oﬁy’.}rﬂudrmﬂ. ‘This Seftion leads us to confider the Hard
ihlps put upon the Merchant in "the Sale of his Tobacco:
Even the greateft Merchant fells fometimes for Home Con-
fumptmn not above a Hogtheéad at a Time. For every
I"uch Sale, ii this. Scbeme had fucceeded, he mu@t have
gone to the ColleCtor of the Cuftoms for a Certificare, ‘and
for each of thofe he muft have paid at leatt a lile Ex-
pedxrmn Money ; then he mult have gone 10 the 'Co tector
l::rf the inland-Duty, in order to pay that Duty, and ‘have'a
Certificate . from him, which could not have been always
read)r, a great _many fuch Certificates would perhaps

ve been writing out at a ije, ahd he muft bave.
attended  'till his Turn came, or, have' paid for extraor-

dinary D;[pmc'b Next he. muft have gone with thefe Cer~
tificates, in order to find out his Wareboufe-Keeper, who'
muft ha'.re feen the T'obacco weighed before he could have
allowed it to. have been delivered, and here again he mut
have paid a little ' Expedition Money : And, Iaﬂ:i}, he muft
have gone to the Permit-Office, for a F::nmt to have been
delivered. with it to the Buyer; where. he muit : again
have pauii/‘amerbmg or Difpatch. So that for' the Sile
of Ewrj ead of Tlobacco, he muft have gone to at
leaft four different Offices, far diftant perhaps from one ano.

< G 2 ther,
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ther, and attended fome ‘Time *at 'every one,, or otherwife
hé muft have paid @ Fee to each : 'The Retiiler muft have
attended all this Time ; and we fhall afterwards fee
what new T'roubles he became liable ‘to. But the worft
of all is, that no Merchant, if this Scbeme had taken Ef -
fect, could have fold a Leaf of his Tobacco on a Cuftom-

houfe Holiday, or on any other Day but at Cuffon houfe

Hoyrs. Thus the Rerailers, who know at prefent but

Yittle of thofe Days or Hours, would have been often dif-

appointed ;- and after walking, from one End of the Town to

the other, he would have been wld it was Cuftom-houfe

Holiday, and would have been often obliged to have re-.
turned Hﬂ,ﬂlf. again, without doing any Bufinefs, Vet this

was a Scheme contrived for the Eafé and Encouragement of
the fair Trader. : ; '

16. And be it furtler Enafted by the _Authority afores
faid, That if any Tobacce of the Britih Plantations
fkall_ after the Jaid 241h Day of June be unfbipped,
with Intention to be laid on Land within this Kingdom,
before @ Bill or Bills at Sight fball bave been granted
for the fame by the Collector and Comptro’ler of the Cufioms
as.aforef@id, all fuch Tobacco fo. unfbipped, with inten-
tion to belaid on Land, contrary to the true Meaning
bereof, fball be forfeited, and alfo the Perfons who fball be
affifting or otherwi’ concerned in unfhipping the fame, or
to whoje Hands the fame [ball kiowingly come after the
wifbipping thereof, [hall forfeit tedle the Falue thereof,
together awith the Horles, Caris, and other Carriages, made
ufe of in the Landing, Removing, Carriage or Convey-
ance -of - any fuch Tobacco, one Moiety of all which
Penalties and Forfeitures fball be to the Ufe of his Ma-
sefty, and the other Moiety to bim or them that [ball
feize aor fue for the fame, to be recovered by Bill,
Plain:, or Information, in the Court of Eichequer at
Wemnfter, for fuch Offences as [ball be committed in
tbat Part of Grear Briain called England, and ‘in the
Court of Exchequer at Edinburgh, for fuch Offences ar
fball be committed in that Part of Great Britain called
Scotland 3 whereir no  Effayn, Frote&tion, or Wager of
Law, /ball be allowed, :

 Qiervation. ‘This Claufe has nothing new, and con-
{equently nothing very extraordinary in it; but it were
to be withad, that in all {uch Claufes there were an

Exception
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Exception for Ships drove on Shore hy Strefs of Weather 5
for it would be bard not to allow fuch Ships to bring their °
Tobacco to Land, in order to fave 1t from being damaged’
by the Sal-Water, or perhaps entirely loft. e

17. And be it further Enacted by the _Authority afore-'
Jaid, That on or before the faid 24th Day of Jupe G g e
all and every Tobacconift, Grocer, Chandler, and all and
gvery otber Perfon or Perfons, Kodies Politick or Core
porate, who fball then be a Seller of, or Dealer in fuch
Tobacco; and all and every Cutter, Stripper, or otber
Manufacturer of 'Tobacco, upon bis own Account, or Jor
the Ule of any other Perfons whatfoever, fball make a true
and particular Entry in Writing of  all HWareboufes,
Storeboufes, Rooms, Shops, Faults; Cellars, and other
Places, by bim, ber, or them refpectively made ufe of, for
the keeping, cutting, firipping, or otherwife manufactur-
ing any Tobacco, at the Offce to be appointed for the .
Jaid Inland-Duty bereby granted within the Compafs or
Divifion wherein fuch Warehoufes, Storeboyfes, Rooms,
Shops, Faults, Cellars, or other Places, fball be re- .
Speétively Jituated ; and alfo of all fuch 'Tobacco many-
fa&ured, or not manufaltured, which at the Time of mak-
ing fuch refpective Entries fball be in fuch I¥areboyfer,
Storeboufes, Rooms, Shops, Faults, Cellars, or other Pla-
cer, every or any of them, upon Pain of forfeiting the Sum
of two hundred Pound for every fich WWareboufe, Store-
boyfe, Room, Shop, Fault, Cellar, or other Flace, wbhich
from and after the Jaid 24th Day of June fball be fo made
ufe of by any of fuch Tobaconift, Grocer, Chandler, Many-
Ffacturer, or other Perfon or Perfons, Bodiesr Politick or
Corporate, dealing in, Jelling or manufa@uring Tobacco,
without making fuch Entry thereof, as aforefaid; toge-
ther awith all the ‘Tobacco twhich fball ke found therein, and
alfo all and every the Casks, Vellels, or Package, contain-

ing the fame.

 Obfervation. Here is a new Crime created, and many

Thoufands of People fubjected to it; for not only all Per-

fons who are or fhall be ‘T'obacconifts, but likewife all Coun-
try Grocers Ji’nd Chandlers, and alfo all Inn-Keepers, Vint-
ners, and Alehoufe-Keepers, muft by this and the following’
Claufe havé entered their Holfes as’ Tobacco-Shops. And'
it is not tobe doubted but that many poor Men who do not:
think of reading Ats of Parliament, would have through;

Jgnorance incurred the Penalty, 1 fhould have there.
fore
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fore thought it - proper to have added a Claufe for obliging -
th_.?#fjﬁﬂ of every Parilh, and the Peacher in every Meet-.
ing, to have read this A& at leaft twice or thrice from the
Pulpit before the faid 24th of Fune, that his Majetty’s faith-
ful Subjets might have been apprifed of the Danger they
were expoled to by their Reprefentatives in Parliament.
And by the following Claufe fuch publick Reading, at leaft
ance a Quarter, would have been neceffary in all Time ta
38, dnd beit furtber Enacted by the Authority a-
fﬂﬂ'Ff‘?‘:f!f.be all .and every T{Ibﬂﬂ*fﬂmﬁ, Grocer, Chan-
dler, and every otber Perfon or Perfons, Bodies olitick
or Gorporate, who after the [aid 24th Day of luve fball be-
come a Seller or Sellers of Tabacco, or whe fball employ
bim, ber, or. themfelves in dealing in or manufacturing
the. fard Commodity, either by wholefale or retail, fball be-
fare be, [be, or they fball take any Tobacco, ntended
either, for Sale or Manufacture, into bis, ber, or their
Cuftody, make a like particular Entry in # riting of the
_{Ewrg{ and re[pective Warehoufes, Storeboufes, Roomys,
Shops, Faults, Cellars, and otber Places intended by
ki, bers or them refpectively to be wade ufe for the keep-
ing, cutting, fripping,or otberwife manufaciuring ‘To-
bacco, ot Pain of forfeiting the Sum of two hundred
Pounds. for . every Juch Warehoufe, Storeboufe, Room,
Shop, Fault, Cellar, or other Place [o to be made Ule
of, ayithout making fuch Entry as aforefaid ; together
awith 4l the ‘Tobacco which fball be found therein,
and the Casks, Veflels, or Package, containing the fame.

Obervatign. By this and the foregoing Section, every.
Dealer in Tobacco would have been obliged not only to
have entered his Shop, Cellars, or Warehoufes, where he
ufually kept . his Tobacco, but he would have been obliged
to have entred his Dwelling-Houfe, and every Room there-
in, not excepting even his Wife's or his Daughter's Bed-
Room ; for if he. had Jeft one Room umentred, it would
always have been in the Power of any Servant-Maid, Jour-
ney-Man, or Prentice, to have ruined him by clandeflinely
rﬁyi{lg a Quantity of T'obacco from the Shop or Ware-

oufe into the umentered Room, and then going directly
for the Excifeman to come and feize; by which the un-
Fortunate Dealer would have been fubjected to the Penal-
¢y of two hundred Pounds, befides Lge Scandal ﬂt;j h_eing
- eemsd



Diffeted, &, o

- i) Pt
" deemed a Swmuggler and an unfair Trader. O ﬁm&
Sebeme, for the Fncouragement of the fair Trader 1. Syrely
the making ufe of fuch a Pretence, for the Support of fiish
a Scheme is Mewing the utmoft Contempt for the Under-
Randings of all the fair Tradersin England. = - |

L
. 19. And be it further Enacted by the Authority afere.
Jaid, That from and afier the faid 2.4th Day of June #0
Tabacco fball be brought into any fucblaft mentioned Hare.
boufe, Storeboufe, Room, Shop, Fault, Gellar, or  other
Place made ufe of for keeping or manufaturing Tobacco,
by any fuch 7 obacconift, Grocer, Chandler, Manufactus-
€r, or other “erfon or Verfons, Bodies Politick or Corporate
without bis, ber, or their firft giving Natice thereof to the
Officer of the /aid dnland-Duty bereby. granted, of the
Divifion or Place in which fuch Harehoufe, Storeboyfe,
Roow, Shop, Fault, Cellar, or other Place, wherein fuch
Tobacco is intended to be lodged or manufactured, is fi-
tuated, and producing to the faid Officer, and leaving
with bim an authentick Certificate, JSigned by the Keeper
ar Keepers of fuch #¥areboufe or Wareboufer in which
Juch Tobacco bas been lodged, upon the Importation and
Entry thereof at the Cuftom-Houfe, or by the faid Officer
Jor the faid Inland Duty, within the Divifion from whence
Juch ‘Tobacco fball bave been brought, that the Duiande
Duty by this A6 charged upon the faid Tobacco, and the
Jurther Subfidy, bave been actually paid ; or that the fame
bad been condemned as Jorfeited, or was part of the Steck:
in Hand of fome Tobacconiff, Grocer, Chandler, Manu-
Jadturer, or other Perfon or Perfons, Bodies Politick -or
Corporate, felling, dealing in, or manufacturing ‘T'obacco:
as aforefaid, duly entered at the Office for the faid Ins
land-Duty according to the Direftions of this A&, ex~
preffing the Quantity and Quality of the Tobacco Jo to
be brought in and in what Place the Jaid Inland-Duty
was paid, or where the fame bad been condemned as for-
feited, or of whofe Stock in Hand Juch Tobacco was pare,,
912 Pain of forfeiting (he fame. and treble the Falue there-
of, lozether with the Casks, Veflels, or Package, contdins:
ing the fame, - 16

5,

Obfervation. Py this Sefion we fee what 2 vaft Trouble
the Renilers of Tobacco would have been expofed to ; for
bes
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‘pefides thé firi Trouble of lodging the Tobacco in their
- awarehoufe o Shop, they could not have removed ari Ounce of
P'obacco, ‘even from one of their ‘own Storehoufes to ano-
¢her, without applying perhapsto two Officers for that Pur-
pofe. 'They muft have applied to the Officer of the In-
land-Duty for the ‘Divifion, in order to have given him No-
tice, that an Ounce of Tobacco Was to have been removed
§rom fuch a Storehoufe or Warehoufe to their Shop, or te
another Warehoufé'; 'and if the Tlobacco was to have been
removed from one Warehoufe to another Warehoufe or
Shop, which happened to be in a different Divifion, ano-
ther Application muft have been made to the Officer of the
Pivifion into which the T'obacco was to be removed. What
a teeming Scheme was this of new Offices and Officers !
Sure the Projefor muft have been much in Love with
being Maffer of an Office, and muft have well known what
a Profit it brings, and what a Dependence it creates.

But fuppofe the Officer who was to give the Certificate
fiould have neglected to make the Certificate according to
the Dire®ion of this Claufe, what would have been the
Confequence ? ~ ‘The Tobacconift would have certainly for-
feited his Tobacco, &c.  ogether ‘with the treble Value
thereof, i he had happened to be a Man who was dif
agreeable to the Commiffioners of Excife ; {0 that the boneft
"Tobacconift might have been ruined by the Negledt, per-
haps, by the criminal ‘Omiffion of the Excifeman, againft
whom he could not have had any Redrefs. Can it be
pofiible that the Guardians of the  Liberties and Proper.
zies of the People would have confented to fisch a
Claufe ? i '

“00. And be it further Enaied by the Authority afore- -
faid, That from and afier the faid 24th Day of June, ne’
T'obacco fball be fold, uttered, or expofed to Sale, (unlefs
awhen intended for immediate Cenfumption, in any Qimmf.
sies wot exceeding three Ounces,) but in fome or one of the
[aid Wareboufes, Storeboufes, Rooms, Shopr, Faults, Cel-
lars, or other Placer, jo entered as aforefaid, or in fome
or ‘one of the faid Warehoufes, to be approved of by the
Gommiffioners for the Inland-Duty bereby granted, for
the keeping 'Tobacco upon or after the Importation and
Entry thereof at the Cuftom:Houfe, upon Pain of forfeit-
ing the fame, and treble the Value thereof, together
with the Casks, Veffels, or Package containing the fame.

Obfer
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Obfervation. It may here be made a2 Queftion, whe.
ther this would not have obliged all the Importers to have
Entered their Houfes, or at leaft their Compting-Houfes, oy
thofe Rooms where they kept or fhewed their Samples:.
We are to confider that this Queftion was to have been de-
termined by the Commifiioners of Excife. But we are cer-
tain that by this Claufe all Vinters would have been oblig-
ed to have entred their Club-Rooms as T'obacco-Shops, be-
caufe anumerous Club would always have required to have
had more than hree Ounces of Tobacco laid upon the T'able
at once.

21, And be it furtber Enaed by the Authority afore-
Jaid, That from and after the faid o 4th Day of June, where
any ‘Tobacco fhall be fold or delivered out to be manufatu-
red from any of the faid entred Places, in any Quantity
above the Ieight pf fix Pounds, the Officer or Officers of
the faid Inland-Duty, for the refpe ‘tive Divifions or Places
where the fame [ball be fo [o!d or delivered, [ball be oblised,
and are bereby required, upon Requefi of the Seller or
Sellers, Proprietor or Proprietors thereof, without Fee or
Reward, to0give to the refpective Buyer or Buyers, Ma-
nufacturer or Manufacturers thereof, Certificater in Hrit-
ing, expreffing the Quantities fold or delivered to be ma- .
nufactured, and the Names of the refpective Kuyerr,
Sellers, Proprietors, and Manufaciurers, JSigned by the
faid Officer or Officers, certifying that the Duyty thereorr
charged by this ACt bath been paid, or that the [aid To-
bacco had been condemned as forefeited, or was Part of
Juck Stock in Hand ay aforefaid ; which Certificate [ball
be produced to, and left with the Officer or Ctficers for
the faid Duty of the refpetive Divifionr into which the
Jaid ‘Tobacco fball be carried, to fatisfy the fiid Glficer .
or Officers that no Duties are to be anfwered for the
Jame, and that the feizing thereof may be prevented.

22. And be it further Enacted by the Authority afore-
Jaid, That from and afier the faid o4th Day of June,
no ‘Tobacco, exceeding the Quantity of fix Pounds, ée re-
moved or carried from any Part of this Kingdom by Land
or by Water wisthout a Permit or Certificate figned by
ene or more of the Oﬁmﬂ of the faid Inland-Duty bere-

Iy



o 7 be late Excife Scheme

by granted, expreffing the Names and Places of Abode
of the Buyers, Sellers, Vroprietars, Manufaturers, or
other Perfon or' Perfons, upon whofe _Account Sfuch To-
bacco fball be removed, and certifying the {Juantity and
Kind of the faid Tobacco ; and that bis Maiefly's inland-
Duty charged therean by this A was duly paid and ' fatif~
fy'd, or that the fame bad been condemned ar forferted, or
was Part of luch Stock in Hand as aforefaid ; on Pain of
forfeiting the T'obacco which fball be found carrying from
one Place to another without fuch Permit or Certificate,
together awith the C asks, Veflels, or Package containing the
fame, i ' :

Obfervation. Here again is Byfine(sr for Offices and
Officersof Excife. A Retailer could not fel out of his Shop
to any one Cuftomer at a Time feven Pounds of T'obacco, or
upwards, but two Officers muft be applied to. The Seller
muft apply for a Certificate to the Officer of his Divilion, and
the Buyer muft applv to the Offier of his Divifion, in order
to leave the Certificate with him. We may believe that
thefe Officers would have been often out of the Way, unlefs
they had been well paid for Difpatch, more efpecially, if the
Buyer and Seller bad been fuch Men as were eobnoxions to
the Commiffioners: Even a Gentleman going from Londosz
to his Country Seat, mufl not have carried above fix Pounds
of a favourite ‘Tobacco with him, withaut applying to the
Officer of Excife within whofe Divifion his Houfe happen-
ed to be fituated. N. B. Thele Certificates every Man
muft have had, befides the Permits mentioned in the nexr
Section.

33. And be it further Enacted by the Authority afore-
Jaid, That from and afier the faid 24th Day of June, the
Commiffioners for Management of the [faid Inland-Duty
are bereby impowered and required to provide and deliver
to the refpective Sellers ofy and Dealers in fuch Tobacco
as aforefaid, printed Books of Permitr, with Counterparts,
for the fending out of any fuch Tobacco, not exceeding
the Quantity of one hundred Weight, nor under the
Quantity of fix Pounds, o any one Perfon 5 in which
Fermit and Counterpart proper Blanks Jball be left for
inferting the Quantry that fuch Permit and Counterpary
fvall ferve for, the Names and Places of _Abode of fuck
Sefler of, or Dealer in 'T'obacco, and of the Perfon te



Diffetted; &ci 23

whom ficch Quantity is to be Jent out, and alfo the Day
of the Month and Year in which the [ame [ball be [ent out 3
W bich Book, with Counterparts, every fuch Sellerof, or
Dealer in 'Tobacco is bereby required to keep, to be ins
Jpected by the Officer or QOfficers,for the faid Inland-Duty 3
Andevery Juch Seller of, or Dealer in Tobacco fhall before
be, fbe, or they, [end out any Quantity of Tobacco mat ex«
ceeding one hundred Weight, nor under x Pounds, &y Juch
Lermit, firft enter in the Permit and Counterpart, the Day
of the Month, and the Year in which the fame is fent out,
and alfo the Names and Places of .4bode of fuch Seller of,
or Dealer in Tobacco, and of the Ferfon to whom the Jame
i tobe [ent, and alfo the Quantity that-fuch Permit and
Counterpart fhall jerve for 5 And if any fuch Seller of,
or Dealer in Tobacce fhall fend out any Quantity of Tos
bacco, not exceeding one hundred Weight, nor under fix
Pounds, without ficch Permit, or firft baving made all fuch
Entriesin the faid Permit and Countérpart as aforefaidy
~or fball not produce to the Officer for the faid Duty the
Counterparts of fuch Permits, and likewife the + ermits thas
JSbaill not have been made ufe of when be fhall demand the
Same, be, jbe, or they, [ball for any the aforefaid Offens
ceys forfeit the Sum of one hundred Pounds, e

‘Obfervation. By this Claufe every /itte Seller of Toe
bacco who could not wrue, muft have given up his Bufi-
nefs, or would have been obliged to have kept a Book-Keep-
er ; and every great Retailer would have been obliged to
‘have kepta new Servant at high Wages to fill up the Per-
mits ; I{ay, a Servant at high Wages, becaufe he mugt al-
ways have been of an extreme good :Charader, for that by
 filling up the Counterpartsof the Permits wrong, or negledtinge
to fill them up, it would always have been in his Power
- %0 ‘have fihjecied his Mafter to the Penalty of one hundred

Pounds; and even fuppofling the Mafter or his Servant to
have been as exa& as pofiible, yet it would have been always
an the Power of every little fnformer, every little unknowsn
Excifeman, to have fubjefted any honeft Tobacconift to
~ahis Penalty, unicfs the ‘Tobacconifts had refolved never
to fell a Quantity of above fix Pounds to a Stranger ; for
if any of them did, a Rogue, or an umknown Excifeman,
~might have come and bought feven or eight Pound of To-
bacco, and have given him a wrong Name to be filled up in
the Permit; and then fome of his Accomplices might have
_ Ha2 gone
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" gone and lodged an Information againft the T'obacconift, for
* filling up in his Permit the Name of a Man who was 7ot

“in being. ‘This, Gentlemen, is no groundlefs Conjecture:

“*This is a Piece of Knavery that has already been praétifed,

as I am informed, againft the Dealers in Coffee, {§c. in
Confequence of a Claufe of the fame Nature in the famous

A which fubjected them to the Laws of Excife.

Now Ileave it to my Readers to judge what a Condition
the Tobacconifts would nave been in: Every one of them
muft have refolved never to fell above fix Pounds of To-

. bacco to a Stranger ; if they ever did, they expofed them-
“felves to the Danger of forfeiting one hundred Pounds, from

" which no Honefty, no Exaftne(sr of theirs, or their Ser-

vants, could have freed them ; and if once the Penalty had

- become forfeited, they muft have paid the utmoft Farching,

if they had happened not to be in the good Graces of the
CommifTioners of Excife, or rather of their Patron the firft
Commiffioner of the Treafury for the Time being. Is not

- this creatinga flavifb Dependence upon Coyrt Favourites ?

- Is not this a fotal Annihilation both of the Liberty and Fro-

¥

- perty of a very confiderable Part of his Majefty's Saitbful
- Subjects? And can it be faid that any Man who has a Re-

gard to Liberty, that any Man who has a Regard to his
Country, or thatany Man who has a Regard to his
Fellow-Creature, would have confented to fiuch a Claufe, or

- would extol or promote a Scheme which was to introduce

fuch a general, fuch an abje& Slavery? ‘This, Gentlemen,

. could be no Over-fight in the Drawing up of this Bill, the

- Inconvenience, the Hazard which boneft Dealers would

have been thereby fubjected to, was well known, becaufe

- {fome of the Dealers in Office, &¢c. had before fuffered by

q like Claufe ; and therefore the Endeavouring to fubject
fo many more of his Majefty’s faithful Subjeéts to fuch
an unavoidable Danger, muit for ever remain #nexcu/~

able

o4. And beit further Enatedby the Authority afore-

- faid, That from and afier the faid 24th Day of June, ne

Seller of, or Dealer in any fuch Tobacco, fball fend out

- awith any one Permit mere than one Quantity of 'T'obacca, on

* pain of forfeiting the fame.

Ob/er-



. Obfervation. This is a Reftraint which even the Dealers
in Coffee and Tlea are not fubjeéted to; and I cannot find
any R -afon for fubjeéting the Dealers in Tobacco to fuch a
Reftraint, unlefs it be the creating of a new Crime, and
making an Ation in itfelf abfolutely indifferent liable to 2
great Penalty, by which the Zmnocent may be enfnared,
-a Thing which the Proje®or of this Scheme feems to be
very fond of. 1 fuppofe the Quantity here intended is a
Quantity of an hundred Weight as mentioned in the laft
Section. | |

25. Andbe it further Enacted by the Authority afure-
Jaid, That if upon Infpeion of the Counterpart or Coun-
terparts of any Permit or Permits, that fball have been
taken out of fuch Permit Book, for the fending out any fuch
Tobacco as aforefaid, and examining the Stock of any
Juch Seller of, or Dealer in'T'obacco, there Jball not ap-
pear a [uitable Decreafe to anfwer the Quantity men-
tioned in the Counterpart or Counterparts of Juch Permit
or Permits, the furplus Qi;amifj of T'obacco, over and a-
bove wbat ought to have been remaining in Stock, Jhallbe
deemed and taken to be brought in without any Permit, and
Jball be forteited 5 all which Permits or Certificates [ball
contain and expres a Time therein limited ; during
which the fame [ball continue in Force, and within that
Time, fball be produced, and left with the Cfficer for
the faid Inland-Duty, of the Divifion or Place to which
Juch Tobacco fball be carried to, to prevent the feizing
thereof. i

Oblerwation. From this we may fee how exad® all the
Retailers of Zobacco muft have been, in order to Jave them-
felves from Forfeitures and Ignominy. If they, or their
Servants had happened by Mifiake 1o fill up a wrong Sum in
the Counterpart of the Permit, they expofed themfelves to
the Ignominy of being deemed Smugglers, and the Danger of
forfeiting perhaps a large Quantity of Zobacco, befides other
Penalties : And this Miflake, it would have been impoffible
forany Man to redify, withour a great deal of Favour and
Affitance from the Commiffioners, which he could not
have expected, unlefs he had always thewn himfelf an bymble
d/ave to the Prime Minifter.

. Suppofe for Example, a great Retailer in Zondon falls

a Thoufand Weight of Zobacco to a Country Retiler, and
his Book-keeper in filling up the Counter-parts  of the

Permits,
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Permits, forgets a Cypher, and puts ten inftead of a huns
"dred in each Permiit; when the Excifeman comes next to
‘examine his Shop, he finds that the real Decreale in his
“'Shop 'appears to be ‘Nine Hundred Pounds mere than the
‘Decreafe in the Permit Book. Upon this he lodges an In-
‘formation againtt him, that he had fent out Nine Hundred
“Pounds of Tobacco without a Permit, and had therefore be-
' come liable to the Penalty of one Hundred Pound; by Secti-
on 2. of this Bill.

Suppofeé, again, that fuch a Retailer fells only a Hun-
dred Pounds Weight of Zobacce to Ten different Cuftom-
ers, and his Book-Keeper, in filling up the Counter-parts of
“the Permits, happens by Miftake te add a Cypher, and put
q Hundred inftead of T'en. When the Excifeman comes to
examine the Stock, and infpect the Book of Permits, he finds
in Stock Nine Hundred Pounds of Tobacco more than
ought to be there by the Permit-Book ; whereupon he by

 this Claufe immediately feizcs Nine Hundred Pounds of the
T*obacco in-the Shop, as having been brought in without pay-
ing any Duty.

Thus the Retiler in the one Cafe forfeits one hundred
pounds, and in the other Cafehe forfeits nine hundred
Pounds of Tobacco, which at Eight Pence per Pound,
amounts t©© 30 7. Tn either of which Cafes, how fhall
‘he remedy himfelf ? Perhaps the Entry was likewife wrong

“‘made in his Books ; and then he cannot rectify his Mif-
" take, without feeing all the Permits fent out by him from
the laft Time of his accounting with his Excifeman, or
the Certificates of the Excife Officers, which were fent
along with thefe Permits, according to the Dire&ions of
“the 21/ and 22d Se&ions; the Permits and Cerrificates
“laving ‘been all defivered to the refpective Officers of the
. Divifions ‘to’ which the feveral Quantities of T'obacco were
‘carried, he cannot' obtain a Sight of ‘them, without the
Affifiance of ‘the Commiffioners of Exci/e; which they
may Grant or Refufe. But fuppoling that his own

" ‘Books ‘are ‘tight, and that he can from thence difcover
* ‘his Miftake, his own Books will be no Proof for him
‘before ‘the Commiffioners, and the Permit, the Counter-
" ipart of “which he' by his Books difcovers to have been
““yyrong filled up, “may have been loft, or deftroyed, or per-
faps the Officer that got it ‘may refufe to fhew it, orto
come beforé the Comymifliocners to be examined ; in which
Cafe the unfortunate "T'obacconift has no Way of proving his

- Annocence; (which'by:the-by he is obliged to do) without the
<I“&uthority of the Commi(lioners of Excife, which they are
net:
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ot ubliged by any Claufe in this Bill o give. But fuppofe
fhat the%r ihggld'grant fuch a Favour; yet, if they pleafed,
they might make the Trial fo troublefome and expenfive:
to him, that even a confiderable Dealer would find his Ac-
count in fubmiting to the Penalty, rather than to the Trouble:
and Expence of juftifying kis Conduét. ;

26. 4nd it is bereby further Enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That all and every Perfon or Perfons who [ball
Jell or deal in ‘Tobacco, from and afier the faid 24th’
Day of June, 1733. fball, and they are bereby direcied

- and required, to keep am Account of all fitch Jmall Quan-
tities or Parcelr  of "Tobacco, not exceeding the eight
of Six Pounds in ome #arcel, as be or they fhall felf:
or difpofe of in each Day, and [ball every Night enter
into a Baok, to be kept for that purpofe, an Adccount of
the grofs Quantities of the faid Commodity which haye
been by him, ber, or them, fold and delivered in 1har
Day, in fuck fmall Quantities or Parcels as aforefaid ;
And the Jaid Sellers of, or Dealers in Tobacco, fball alfe’
keep one other Boaok, wherein they fbalf Jeverally enter
every Quantity and Farcel of Tobacco above the Weight of
Six Pounds, which be, fbe, or they, fball fell and delivey
in each Day ; which faid Books fhall be, and are bereby
directed to be prepared jor the making fuch Entries gy .
aforefaid, and delivered upon Demand to the refpective
Sellers of,and Dealers in "Fobaceo, by the Commiffionery
Jor the faid Inland-Duty, or by fuch Perfons ays the Jaid
Commiffioners fkall for that Purpofe direc and appoint.

27. Provided always, that the Seller of, or Dealer in'T's.
baceo as aforefaid fball bave in bis or bey Cuftody,
more than one fuch Book of each Jort at the fame
Time, and that when the faid Book or Books in bis or
ber Cufiody, fball be filled up refpectively, the fame
Jball be returned to the Officer or Officers for the

Jaid Inland-Duty, from whom they were Jeverally received,
upon the Oath, or, in Caf® of q Quaker, upon the Jfo-
lemn ' _dffirmation of fuch Seller or” Sellers, Dealor or
Dealers as aforefaid, or of bis or their Servant or Ser-
vants who kept the fame, and made the Entries therein, of
the Truth of fuch Entries according to the beft of bis, ber, or
their Knowledge or Belief; and one or more new Eook or
Books fball thereupon be delivered to Juch refpective Sefs
lersor Dealers, in the room of fuck Book or Books fo return- -
rg, and fo toties quoties, as often as fuch Book or Books

JSballbe fa filled up and returned as aforefaid;and the faid

Books
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Books fo kept by fuch refpective Sellers or Dealers of and
in Tobacco, fbail from Time to Time be produced and laid
defore the Officers for the faid Inland-Duty, as often as
they [ball call for or require the [ame, the beiter to enable
them to keep Accounts of the Increafe and Decreafe of
the Stocks of fuch refpective Sellers. !

08. _dndit ir bereby Provided and Enacted, That if any
Such Seller or Dealer of and in Tobacco fhall neglect or
refufe to keep fuch Books, or tomake fuch Entries therein,
or to permit the-Officers of the faid Inland-Duty to infpect
them, or fball not return the faid Books according to the
Direltions of this A, or [ball make any falfe Entry in
Juch Book or Books, the Perfon or Perfons offending there-
in, fball for every fuch Qffence forfeit the Sum of one hun-
dred Pounds.

_Obfervation. Thefe three Book-keeping Seétions, we muft
link together ; and from them we may fee how necefla-
ry it would have been for every Great Retailer in Erg-
land to have had always in his Shop a Book Keeper, for
filling up the Counter-parts of the Permits to be fent
out, and for making all the proper Entries in the Ex.
cife Book, which by thefe Claufes he was to keep. By
thefe Claufes we likewife fee, thet every Tobacconift in
England would have been fubjeted to a mew Danger,
which he could not by the utmeft Care and Exactnels
have wholly guarded againft; for if his Book-Keeper
had committed any Error in the filling of thofe Excife
Books, which. he was obliged to keep in his Shop, he
would thereby have forfeited a hundred Pounds, Ey
fuch Penalties which Men might have incurred, without
being guilty of Fraud, without being guilty of fo much as,
a Negle&, we may judge of the Regard that the Promoters
of this Scheme have for the Liberties or the Properties of
their Fellow Subjedts. - .

Butthen it is not here improper to ask, what would |
have become of all thofe little ‘Tobacco . and Snuff-Shops,
which are kept by an honeft induftrious FPair, neither of
whom can write one Word or one Figure, unlefs it be with \
Chalk? It is certain they muft each of them have kept a
Book-keeper ; or if their Circumftances could not have ade
mitted them to do that, they muft have given up Houle-keep- ,
ing, as well as Shop-keeping, and muft have come with their
Families upon the Parifh,

29. .A'mi
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29. And be it further Enatied by the Authority. afove-
Jazd, That from and after the faid Twenty fourthDay
of June, ir fhall and may Le lawoful to and for the Of-
ficers for the fazd Inland Duty bereby granted, or an
of them, from Time to Time, and at all Times,
Day, to enter inro all and every the Wareboufes, Store-
boufes, Rooms, Shops, Vaults,Cellars and ot ber Placers,
made nfe of for keeping or manufaturing Tobacco, by
any Lobacco nift, Grocer, Chandler, Manufalturer, or
other ‘Perfon or Perfons, Bodies Politick or Corporate,
Jelizng, dealing in, or manufafturiug Tobacco, a5 4-
Jorefaid, and enter for that Purpcfe as aforefaid, and
by Weighing, or otberwife, to take an Account of the
Kuantity and Sorts of all Tobacco to be from Time
20 Zime brought in, er remaining in fuch Places as
aforefaid : I the Weighing awhereof the Perfon or
Perfons felling, dealing in, or mmﬁhﬁwiﬂg Tobac-
€o, and in whofe Cuftody the fame [ball then remain,
or fome Perfoir on their Bebalf, [hall be aiding and
affifling 1o the [aid Officers, and fball keep fifficiens
Juft Weights and Scales to be made vfe of by the [aid
Officers for that purpofe. And if any fuch Perfon op
Perfons, Bodies i olitick or Corporare, Jelling, dealing
#i2, or manyfalturing Tobacco, fball hinder or refufe
the [aid Officers, or auy of them, to enter into Such
his, ber, or their Warekoufes, Rooms, Shops, Vauizs,
Cellars, or orker Places, to rake [uch Ascount as a-
Jorefaid, or fball neglect to keep [ufficient juft Weights
and Scales, ro be made ufe of by the [aid Officers for
the purpofes aforefaid, or fhall kecp any falfz Wiizhts
or Scales, or [bal! neglect or refufe to affift the fuid
Officers in Weighing as aforeiaid, or fball hinder or
obftrult any of sthe faid Officers in the Execution of
she Powers and Authorities bereby given to bim o
shem, the Perfon or . erfons offending therein, and
every of them, [ball for every fuch Offeuce forfeir the
Sum of one hundred Pounds.

. Olfervation. 1 have before fhewed that egery Desler
in Tobacco would have been obi ged to have Entered
2ery Room in his Dwelling-houfe, not excepting even
his Wife’s or bis Daughter’s Bed-room : We fhall now
fec what a happy Condition the fair T'raders, for whofe
Eale and Advantage this Scheme, it is pretended, was

sontrived, would have been in. The Exciferman comes
I thunder-
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thundering at the Door by Four o’Clock on 2 Sum-
%ni::r’s Morning, and demands Entrance : The Servant
‘mult immediately get up and let him in. He goes di-
retly to the Room where the Mafter and Miftrefs are
3n Bed, and infilts upon fearching that Room firtk, 1If
he is refufed, he inftanily lodges his Information, and
the Malter forfezts a hundred Pounds. This ne may
do if he pleales every Morning of the Year, as foon as
the Sun begins to appear above the Horizon, efpecial-
1y if he has private Orders from any of the Board for
{o doing. | believe this will be allowed to be a Hard-
Thip, which even the fair Traders would have been
Iﬂhjﬂ&ﬁ:d to. ;

. But let us l'urppnfe a Cafle that might often have hap-
pened : Suppole the Tobacconift’s Wife to fall ¢z La-
Lour 5 the Excifeman hears of it : He comes direétly;
and the Wife’s Bed Room being Entered, he demands
“A dmittance to fearch it : What muft the honeft To-
bacconift do in this Cafe2 Why, he muft either fub-
je& himfelf toa Penalty of one hundred Pounds, or he
muft admit his Excileman to be prefent in his Wife's-
Room at the very Time perhaps of her being deli-
vered.

- Suppole, again, the Tobacconift has a beautiful
Daughter 5 and this Daughter falls fick, fo that fhe
éannot. be taken out of her Bed without endangering
ber Life. This the Excifeman hears of 3 and her Bed-
room being Entered, he comes and demands Admit-
tance to iearch that Room. Admitted he muft be, or
a bundred Ponnds is to be forfeired. He may by
Taw fearch every Corner, even the young Lady’s Bed
is not to be deemed facred. How barbarous Is it to
give fo great Powers 7o fuch wretched Fellows, as the
Tower Sort of Excifemen generally are 2

_In fhort, the laconveniencies, the Hardfhips, and
the Cruelties, which would have been the certain
Confzquences of this Claufe, are imnumerable.  But
g_r.am:.ing that the Excifemen would have made the
moft juflt Ufe of the Power with which they were by
this Claule invefted, yet the Execution would have
been in fome Manner impraticable ; for a confide-’
cable Retailer has fo great s Quantity of Zobacco of
diffcrent Sorts at a Time in his Shop or Sterehoufe,
that the Excileman affited by the Tobacconift’s Ser-

vant, would have taken at lcalt 4 Week’s Lime to”
: have
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have looked over and weighed all the Stock in the
Shop; during which Time the Dealer muft have
fbut it up; for he could not have pretended to have
ferved any Cuftomers while all the Goods in his Shop
were in Confufion, and the Excifeman at Work there.
in, This zedions Survey the Excifeman might have
repeated 4s1 often as he thought proper; fo thar it
would have been always in the Power of the Officer,
or at leaft of his Mafters, the Commiffioners, to have
forced any Tobacconift to have given up Shopkeep-
ing 5 which fhews how well this Scheme was calculat-
ed for extending the Arkitrary Power of the Com-
miffioners of Excife, and for increafing the Number
of thofe that muft be Slaves to them.

30. Provided, and it is bereby further Enatted,
Ly the Autherity aforefaid, T hat in cafe any Officer
or Officers for the [azd Duty by this At granted,
Sball bave Caufe 1 fufpect that any Tobacco if frau-
dulently bid or coucealed in any Place whatfoever,
eitber enter’d for keeping or manufacturing the fame,.
as aforefa;d, or mor enter’d, with Intent to defraud
bis Maje(ly of bis Duty thereon, then, aind in Sueh
Cafe, zf Juch Place [ball be wirhin the Cities of Lon-
don or Weftmintter, or the Limits of the Weekly Bills
of Mortality, upon Affidavit made by fuch Officer or
Officers, betore the Commiffioners for the faid Tiland.
Duty bereby granted, or any two or more of them,
or in cafe the fame [ball be in any other Part of
Great Britain, wpon the Affidavit made by [wch Of-
Jucer or Officers before one or more Fuftice or Fuftices
of the Peace of the County, Riding, Divifion, or
Llace, where [ich Officer or Officers [ball fufpect the
Jame ro be fo bid or concealed,ferting forth theGronnd
of fuch bis or their Sufpicion ;5 it fhall and may be
lawful to and for the (azd Commiffioners of the faid
dniand Duty, or Fuftice or Fuftices of the Peace re.
Jpettively before whom fuch Affidavit fball e made,
if be or they [ball judge it reafonable, by ftecial
Warrant or Warrants, under Lis or their refpettive
Hands and Seals, to authorize fuch Officer or Officers
OTJ'}’ fz}d_-}’ or 5‘}' Négbr. but If E’y Nfgaf?!, then en the
Prefence of a Conflable or orber lawful Oficer of the
Peace, 10 enter into all and every fuch place or pla-
65 where be or they ﬂuﬂf’ Jo Julpect any ﬁ;cfab'l‘n-

: F ; alcoa
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bacco t0 be fraudulently bid or concealed, and to feime
all [uch Tobacco as fball be then and there found [o
fraudulently bid or concealed as forfeited, reagerber
wvith the Casks, Veflels, or Package containing the
Came. And if any Perfon or Ferfons whatfocver
fhall let, obftruét, or hinder any of the [aid Officers
from entring [uch Sufpeited place or places, or %
Yeizving and carrying away the Tobacco which fhall
Ze therein found to be [o fraudulently bid or con-
cealed, or the faid Casks, Vefltls, or Package con-
taining the fame, every fuch Perfon or Perfons of-
fending therein fhall for every fuch Offence forfeit
the Sum of one hundred Pounds.

Olferyation. By the laft Claule Dealers only aro
fubje&ed to the Vifitation of Excifemen ; but by this
a'l the Subjetts of the Kingdom are fubjeéted ro that
Plague. The Palace of the beft Duke in the Realm
is not exempted : Two Commiffioners of Excife, re-
movable at Pleafure, in London or Weftmenfler, or &
Trading Juftice in the Country, affifted by an Excife-
man who could properly make an Affidavit, may or-
der the Gates and Doors of any privare Houfe in the
Nation to be opened to them in the Day Time ; nay,
if they have the Affitance of 2 Conftable, who may
probably be fome little Alehoufe kecper in the Neighs
bourhood, they may in the Middle o the Night enter
the Bed-Room of a Lady of the bighefi LQnality in
the Nation ; and if the lnformation fhall appear to be
falle, the Perfon chus molefted has no Remedy, the
little pe?ure:d Informer is liable to no Penalry.

This Power of entering 77zvate Houfes upon the
Affidavit of any little lnformer, was at firt granted by
that bountiful Parliament which gave fuch extenfive
Powers to the Crown foon after the Reftoration ; but
this Power was then fubjeéted to many Reftraints.
The Outh was to be made before the Lord High
Trealurer, one of the Barans of the Exchequer, or the
chief Magifirate of the Place, (whom we can never
fuppofe to be a Trading Juftice) and they only could
gr.nt the Search warrant: “They could fearch only in
the Dy Time : No Houfe was to be entered but with~
in a Month afier the Offence fuppoled to have been
committed 3 and if upon Search the Iuformation pro-
ved to be falfe the Farty injured was to recover fu#l

o Damages
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Damages and Cofts againtt the Infnrma_r by an A&iﬂn
of Trefpifs : Butby rhe "laufe now before us, all thefe
Reftraints are-taken off; and every Man's 974t and
Eafe, even within his own Houfe, which ought to be"
his Caftle, is left at the Mercy of Informers, Trading
Juftices, and Commiffioners of Excife, either by Day
or Night. :

To me it appears monftrous, that it fhould ever en
ter intothe Head of any Man to imagine that the Free.
boris 8:.bje&ts of England would grant fuch a Power to
any Man breathing. But fay the Advocates for this
Scheme, This Power is already granted in other Cafes,
particularly in the Cafe of Coffce, Tea, Ye. Motk
powerful Argument ! Becaufe I have received one
Blow,therefore I muit recaive afecond,and fo u third -
Becaufe the Subjeéts have parted with their Liberties
and Privileges in one Cafe, ought they therefore to
part with them in another, as often as the Difpenfers
of Power fhall pleafe to tell them it is neceflary 2 If
this were to be admitted as a good Argument, the
Name of Free Briton would foon become a Term of
Reproach. But thefe Advocates go on, and fay fur-
ther, That we find by Experience, that the like Powers
granted already in other Cafes, have produced no bad
EffeCts 5 thofe who are fubje@ to then feel no In¢on-
veniencies therefrom, This I cannot grant, becaufe I
know the contrary to be true. Byt {uppofing it to be
as they fay, the Method of Reafoning is ridiculous;
for no Man can be faid to be Free, orto have an
Property, if his Lizberty or Property depends entircly
on the Good nature or Seif-denial of another.

31. And be ir Enatied by 1he Authority aforefaid,
That if from and after the faid 24th Day of June,
any Perfon or Perfous whatfpeyer Sbail affauir, refift,
oppofe, moleft, obftruét,or binder any Officer or Officers
of the Cuftoris, or for the Tulang Dury by thes At
granted, en the due [eining or Jecuring of any Tobac-
o, which by any Officer or Officers of the Cuftom r, OF
Jor the Duty bereby granted, ozl ar may be feized

Virtue, or in Purfuance of tlis or any other At
or Aits now in Force, or bereafrer to be made, op
Wball by Force or Violerce re/cue, O caufe 10 be refoued,
any fuch Tobacco after 1he (ame fball baye Leen Jei-
Bed by fuch Officer or Officers as aforefaidy or fball at.

Tempe
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rempt or endeavour fo to do, or afier [fuch Seizur:
Il ftave, break, or otherwife defiroy or damage any
Fefels or Fackage wherein the [ame (hail be contain-
ed s all and every the Party or Parries fo offending
%aﬂ &ﬁr‘ every Juch Offence forfeit rhe Sum of fifty
ounds.

Obfervation. There would be nothing grievous in
¢his Claufe, if the Party accufed were to be tried in
the #fnal and fair Manner, by God and his Country :
But the next Claufe will fhew, that even this Claufe
might have been made produltive of great Milchiefs,
nay, unfufferable Opprelfions. The moft unconcerned
'By-S:ander, the moit accidental Paffenger, nay,a Man
who was not perhaps within a Mile of the Place,
might have been fubjeéted to the Penalry,

32, And it 25 berel) furtber Enatled by vhe Au.
slority aforefaid, That all Fines, Penalties and For-
feitures, as well [pecifick as pecuniary, velatzng 1o
she Inland-Dury by this At smpofed, or to any Sei-
wures made iun purfuance of this AL, fball be [ued
for, levied, and recovered, or mirigated by fuch Ways,
‘Means, and Methods, as any Feue, Penalty, ang Fore
feiture, is or may be recovered or mitigated by any
Law or Laws relating to bis Majefty’s Revenue of
Excife, or any of them, [ubjett to the Alterarions
Zerein after-mentioned, or by Attion of Debt, Bill,
Plaint, or Information, in any of bis Majefty’s Courts
of Recordat Weftminfter, for any Thing done i that
Part of Great Britain called England, er the Court
of Excheguer at Edinburgh, for any Thing done in
that Part of Great Britain called Scotland 5 and rhat
one Moiety of every Jfuck Fine, Penalty, or Forfei-
ture, fLall be to bas Maiefty, bis Heirs and Succef*.
fors, to be applied 10 fuch Ules as are berein after-
mentioned s and the other  Noiety thereof to ham or

sbem who (ball feize, inforn, or fue for the fame.

Obfervation. By this Claufeall the Dealers in To-
baceo within Grear Britain, whom I reckon to be at.
leat thirty thoufand Families, are ftripp’d of the
Birthright of Englifbmen, viz. that of a Trial per
Pares. They areto be tried in a fummary and aroi-

trary Manner by Judges whom the Crown fhall Pl{gafc, .
_ from
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from Time to Time, to appoint 3 by Judges who are
not to be of Counfel for tlEe Prifener at the Bar, but
are both in Intereft and Duty bound to condemn if j¢
be poffible. The Power hereby granted has been al-
ways deemed dangerous to Liberty: It is a Power
which was at firft feton Foot by thofe who were graf-
ping at defpotick Sway : and it is a Power which no
truc Briton will ever agree to extend. |

33. Provided always, and it is beveby Enatied by
the Authoaity aforefaid, that fuch Perfons as Jor the
Time being fhall in purfuance of this Att be appoint-
ed Commiffioners for the faid Inland-Duty on Tobac-
€0, or the major Part of them, and alfo any two or more
Fultzces of the Peace within their refpeltive Dif
triéls, [ball have and exercife the fame or like Furif-
dictioii, Fower, and Authority, and may judge, deter-
mine, mitigate, or order in all Cafes and Matters re-
bating 1o the [aid Inland Duty on Tobacco, as 1he
Commilflioners of Excife upon Beer, and Ale, angd
other Liguors, or tws Fuftices of the Peace may, or
lawfully can or oughe ro exercife, adjudge, determine,
mitigare, or order in like Cafes or Matters inrelation
10 the [aid Duties of Excife, and that the Fudgments
which fhall be f6 given in Purfuance of this Aft by
the faid Commiffioners and Fuftices of the Peace re-
Jpettevely, fballbe, and are bereby declared to be Sith-
Ject only to fuch Appeal as is berein after- mentioned,

Olferyation. ‘This difpenfing Claufe is big with
all the Illsthat can be brought upon the People of this
Nation. It is furprizing that thofe worthy Patriots
who, at the Rifque of their Lives and Fortunes,
brought about the Revolution, did not think of this
difpenfing Power which had been eftablifhed by Law,
whenthey were Providing and Guarding againft that
defpenfing Power which had been afTumed by thethen
King contrary to all Law. For why was the di/pen-
Jiizg Peawer then claimed contrary to Law 2 It was be-
¢iufe our wife Anceflors forefaw, that the giving of
fuch a Power to the King might enable him to over-
turn our Conftitution, and therefore they would never
grant it to any that ever reigned over thefe Realms,
There was never any Thing like it granted, till that
Law was made which firft faddled the People of this
' Nation
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WNation with a Parliamentary Excife; but if a general
difpenfing Power be abfolutely inconfiftent with Zzzer-
;_y,fural{ith: eftablifhing it by Actof Parliament would
not in the leaft-alter its Nature, or diminifh the Dan-
ger arifing therefrom ; and if a general difpenfing
Fower, though eftablithed by A&t of Parliament, be
inconfiftent with, and dangerous to the Liberties of
this Nation, furely the more near that any fuch Power
approaches to a general difpenfing Fower, the more
dangerous it muift always be to our Conftitution ; and
therefore we may eafily judge of the Defigns of thofe
who are for extending this difpenfing Power, which
has been eftablihed by the Laws of Excife. The
more Crimes it is made to extend to, and the more
Perfons are made {ubjeét to it, the more nearly will it
approach to that general difpenfing ‘Power, which is
allowed by all to be inconfiftent with the Liberties of
the People. And this alone is a {ufficient Realon for
our being againt all Projeéts for extending the Laws of

Excife.

34. And it is bereby further Enatied and Dscla-
ved, That fuch and the leke Allowance for any da-
maged or mean Tobacco, awhich in purfuance of an
AE made in the ninth Year of the Reign of bis late
Majefty. King George L. [intitled, An A& for ena-
bling his Majelty to put the Cuftoms of Great Brz»
tain, under the Management of oneor more Commif-
fions, and for the better fecuring and afcertaining the
Duties on Tobacco, and to prevent Frauds in exporting
Tobacco, and other Goods and Merchandizes, or car-
rying the fame Coaftwife] fball be cut off and Jeparate
from the found, in order to be burnt, or otherwife pub-
lickly deftroyed, as in and Lythe fame ACt is appoin-
red 1o be made, fball continue in Force, for and 1 re-
fpect of Tobaceo of the Britith Plantations, to be -
ported from and after the faid 24th Day of June 1733.
and [ball and may froii thenceforth be made by the
proper Officers of bis Maje(ty's Cuftoms for the Time
being 5 and on [fuch Certificate thereof from the [aid
Officers, as is now i ufe, 1he faid Allowauce [ball be
paid by the Jaid Commiffioners of the Inland Duty.
out of the Moviies arifing by this AL, any T hin
therein comtained to the GOnirAry thereof wotwith-

flam, 3ng.
25 _‘Ti'ﬁ.'
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- 35 Provided alawways; and it is berely Enalled by
the Authotity aforefaid, That every Perfon who fhall
ke appointed a Commiffsioner for the Dury by this
AEt granted; and every fubordinae Officer. under fuch
Commisioners, who (ball recive any Salary or Allow-
ance in refpett of his or their Office, fhall; before he or
they fhall aét in theiy vefpettive Truft, take an Oarh
Jor bis or their due and faithfuni Execution of the
Jame aecording to thir «<&f 5 which Oarh flall and
may be adminifired to any Commiffioner, by any other
Perfon who fball be appointed a Camm.aﬁ‘wser as a-
Jorefaid, and to the [aid Officers refpellively by any
one of the faid ommiffioners, or by a Fuflice of ihe
Peace, who (ball give so fuch Officer a Certificate
thereof gratis. | g o
36. And to the End the Duty upon Tobacco by
this At granted may be duly and cerrainly raifed,
and the fame (excepr the neceffary Charges of exe-
curing this 4ét) may be juftly and duly brought into
the Receipt of bis Majefty’s Exchegquer, according 20
the true Meaning hereof 5 it is bereby Enalted by the
Authority aforefaid, That the relpettive Commiffio-
ners and Officers to be appointed for managing, raif:
2132, collecting, and paying the faid Duty bercin be-
Jore granted; and for keeping and vendering an A
of the [ame, [ball perform their feveral Duties is
Relation to the Fremiffes, a5 to them re[peliively
foall appertain, under fuch and the like Penalties and
Dilabilities for any Ofience or Negleti therein, or for
deraining, diverting, or mifapplying any | art of the
Monzes arifiug by the faid Duty, as are preferited,
and to be inflilted, by Virtue of an AG of Pariiament
magde in the ninth Year of the Reign of Fis faid Ma-
jefty King William 1. [intitled, An A& for raifing
a Sum not exceeding two Millions, upon a Fund for
Payment of Annuities after the Rare of eight Pounds
Zer Cent. per Annum, and for fettling the Trade to
the Eaft-Indies] for the like Offence or Negled, re-
laving to the Duties thereby gy anted, or referred ro,
or for detaining, diverting, or mifupplying any Pars
of the Monies which awere granted or appropriated
by the At of Parliament laft mentioned. -

Thefe three Seftions we fhall pals over, as not Bein'gr

of any great Concern to the Subject: |
\ K ~ 9. And
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ay. And be it further Enatted by the Authority
aforelaid, That no Perfon fhall be deemed a Seller of,
or Dealer in Tobacco within the Meaning of this
_ACEE, or be liableto make any fuch Entries, oy fubjett
s0 the Survey of the Officers for the faid Inland-
Dury on Tobacco, who [ball not haze in bis, or ber,
or their Cuftody, ar any one Time, a Quantity of To-
bacco exceeding the Weight of fix Pounds.

Obferpation. This Section I do not well underftand;
for if a lirtle Shop-keeper fhould actually fell Tobac-
eo or Snuff by Retail, I fuppofe they would be obliged
by the 13th and 1 8th Seftions to enter their Shop, even
though they never had at one Time a Quantity of To-
bacco cxceeding the Weight of fix Pounds 5 and there-
fore I muft take the Meaning of this Seétion to be, that
if any Gentleman had carried down to his Country-
Houfe a Quantity of fome favourite London Tobacco
exceeding the Weight of fix Pounds, he would have
been deemed a Seller, and would have been obliged
to haveentred bhis Houfe, or fome Room therein, as a
Tobacco-Shop, and muft have been fubjeét to the Vz-
fitation of Excife-Officers.

But fuppofe the Meaning of this Claufe to be other-
Wwife ; fuppofe that it was thereby really meant, That
no little Retailer of Tobacco was to have been fub-
je&ed to the Laws of Excile, or to the Vifitation of
Excife Officers, if he had not above fix Pounds in his
Shop at a Time; was not this eftablifhing an open
Market for finuggled Tobacco? For Smugglers there
would certainly have been in Tobacco, as well asthere
are now in Tea. Would not this have been difappoint-
ing the very End for which this Scheme was pretended
to have been formed? And what an Injury this would

have been to the fair Trader we may eafily perceives
for it was dire@ly putting it in the Power of the Smug-
glers to haveferupa dozen little Shops in every Parifh,
for vending their Tobacco; which little fmuggling
Shops would have hada great Advantage over the fazy
Trader, becaufe they would not only have bought
their Tobacco cheaper, but would have been free from
the Hardfhips, Expence, and Trouble, attending thofe
that were {ubjeéted to the Laws of Excife. Thus did
this monftrous Scheme tend to deftroy the End for

which it was pretended to have been propofed : From
whence
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whence we may judge, that this was not really the
true End for which it was intended ; but that there
was a Purpofe referved éu petro, to which it was not te
have been applied till a proper Opportunityhad offered.

28, Provided alfo, and it is bereby further Enac-
ted, That all Powers, ‘Prowzfions, Pains, Penalties and
Forfeitures given, made or inflifted, or by any former
At or Atts of Parliament, now in Force relating ro
any Offences in the unfbipping or landing ¢f Tobacco
of the Bririth Plantations, or to any Frauds or Aby-
fes in er concerning the Exporting of the fame, or
Relanding thereof 112 Great Britain, or ZLanding the
Jame in Treland, or the Wle of Man, after 2z f[ball
kave been [bipp’d for Exportation, or to any other
Offences againft the faid Ails, or any of them, not
bereby repealed or alrered, [ball continue in full
Force; any Thing in this A contained to the cony
trary thereof in anywife notwitbftanding,

Obferyation. This Setion fhews how Toath ous
Projector was to give up any of thofe ufeful Things
called Pains, Pcnalries, and Forfeitures : He was for
taking hold of as many New ones as he could get 5 but
by this Claule, he fhews you that he would part with
none of the Old, unlefs in Exchange for thofe which
were more oppreflive,

39. Provided always, and it i5 bereby Enafted by
the Authority afor faid, Thar the Monies arifing by
the faid Inland Duty by this ALt charged and im-
pofed uporn Tabacco, and all Penaltzes and Forfe:-
rures arifing thereby (except fuch Part thereof as is
bereby given to the Seizures, Informers, or Profecu-
tors refpeliively) fball be appropriated, iffued, and
applied, and the [ame are bereby appropriated and
made payable to the fame Ules, Intents and Purpofes,
as the Subfidies, Duties, and Impoft, bereby determi-
ned as aforefaid, were appropriated and applicable
before the making of this prefent At and (ball be
alfo fubject and liable ro.the fame Redemption by Pay-
leament, as the faid Subfidies, Duties, and Impoft,
bereby determined, as aforefaid, were fubjelt and
liabie uynro.

K 2 Olbfer-
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Olferpation. Here isa Prefent made by his Ma-
jefty to the Publick. ATl Penalties and Forfeitures,
{o far asthey br;[nnggc! formerly to'the Crown are here-
by given to the Pu lick. We muft grant that from
his prefent Majefty this would have been a Prefent to
the rublick, if the whole Produce of the Funds appro-
priated to the Civil I}, of which this is one, had a-
munted to more than eight hundred thoufand per
Annum ; but if the whole Produce of thofe Funds did.
not amount Yearly to that Sum, then this would have
been no Prefent 5 becaufe the Publick fands obliged
to make that yearly Sum good to his Majefty during
his Life; fo that what the Publick got by this Grant,
mufthave been made good to his Majefty by the Publick
in fome other Way : And in his late Majefty’s Reign,
fuch a Grant would have becn of no Service to the
Publick inany Cafe, becanfe the Surplus of the Funds
appropriated to the Civil Lift, over and above the
yearly Sum of feven hundred thoufand Pounds ger Aiz-
num, delonged in that Reign of Courfe to the Fublick.
Now indeed it is otherwife : The Surplus, if any, be-
longs to his Majelty; and if there be a Defiezency,
the Publick is obliged to m:ke ic good.

10. And whereasby the faid A, made in the 12¢h
Year of the Reign of the late King Charles Il. [zm22-
tled, An A& for taking away the Court of Wards and
Liveries, and Tenures 7z Capire, and by Knights Ser-
vice and Purveyance, and for fettling a Revenue upon
his Majefty in’ lien thereof] i avas Enafted, That
all Fﬂ?‘ﬁ'ﬁfﬂ?"ﬁ and Offences againft the Jaid Att,
made and committed within the immediate Limits
of the chief Office of Excife éin London, [bould be
Leard, adindged, and determined by the chief Com-
wmi(fioners aid Governors of Fxcife, or the major Part
of them, or by the Commiizoners for Appeals aud
_Rgg;;ﬂg;‘éﬂg the fﬂa‘!d ﬂfﬁfﬁﬁ.l‘, or the ?ﬂ#jﬂf Part Gf
them, in cafe of Appeal, and not orherwife 5 and all
fuch Ferfeitures and Offences made and committed
vithin all or any other rhe Counties, Ciries, Towns,
or Ilaces within England, or the Domenion thereof,
fbonid be lieard and dererinined by #wo or more of the
SFuilices of the Peace,refiding mear to the Place where
Juch Forfeitures [Pould be made or Offeiices commate

20,3 aud in caje of Neglelt or Refufal of fuch j’ﬂﬁica}
; Syl ' 0
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of the Peace, by the Space of Sourteen Days nexr af-
ter Complaint made, and Nozice thereof given 1o the
Offeider, then the Sub-commisfioners, or the major
Part of them, appointed for any [uch City, County,
Town or ilace, [bould hear and determene the fame,
Jrom which Fudgment of Sub-commasfioners an Ap-
peal was rhereby given to the Fuflices of the Peyce
ar the next Luarter-Seifions, and [uch ot her Pogwers
aud Autborities were theveby given to the [aid Come
mislioners of the Excife, Commisfioners for Appeals,
Fuftices of the Peace, and Sub commeésfioners, as gre
berein mentioned.

41. And whersas by feweral other Afs now in
Jorce, the Furifdittions, Powers and Authorities, are
geven 10 the faid Commiflioners of Excife, Commiffi-
oners of Appeals, two Fuftices of the Peace, Sub:
commiffioners, and Fuftices of the Peace in the Duar-
ter feflions, touching divers other Duties, Marters,
and T hings thereby, or by ¢ ommiffion granted by the
Crown in purfuance of the fame Acts, or Jome of
them, fulject to the Manasement and Direllion of
the Commisfioners of Excifes Be it Enatted by the
Authority aforefaid, That from and after the zath
Day of June, all and Jingular the Jaid Furifdicti-
ons, Powers, and Authoritics, given by rthe faid
Acts, or any of them, to the Jaid Sub commisfioners
of Excife, Commisfioners for Appeals, or Fuftices of
the Peace in their Kuarter-fesfions, or any of then,
fball ceafe and determine, a1 from thenceforth the
Fuftices of the Courts of King’s Bench 4724 Common-
Pleas, and the Barons of the Coif of the Court of
Exchequer 21 Weltmintter, for the Zime being, or

any two or more of them, firzing at the fame Time
and ‘Placeyand not ctherwife, [ball and are bereby ay-

thorized to bear and determiue all Appeals from the
Fudgment and Determination of the Commisfioners
of Excife, or Commisfioners Jor the faid Inland Dury
bereby granted,as to allMarters arifing within the Iz
mits of the chief Office of Excife ¢n London, ang
all Incidents velating thereto s and the Fuftices o
Affize for the Time being, or any of them withiy
their refpectige Circuits 5 and the Fuftices of the Sef-
fions for the County Palatine of Chefter for zpe

zme being, or any one of them within the Jaid
County Palatine, and the Fuflices of the Grear Sef

Sions
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frons i Wales, or ainy one of them within their re-
Jpective Cirouits, fbail, and are, and is bereby re-
fpectively aurhor tzed, to bear and determine all Ap-
paals from the Fudgment and Determination of any
T'wo or more ‘Fufbices of the Peace, or of the Sub-
csmmisfioners of Ewvcife, as 1o all Matters arvifing
ont of the Limits aforefazd, and within their [aid
feveral Diftreots refpectively, and all Incidents re-
lating thereto 5 and the Barons q the Exch quer iz
Scotland, er any Two or more of them, fball, and
are bereby anthoriced to bear and determine all
Appeals from the Jrdiment and Determination of
any Two or more Fufices of the Peace, as to all
Matrers aréfing within any Shere, Stewartry, or
Royal Bursh within that ‘Part of Great Brirain cal-
Jed Scotland; which faid Futices and Barons, or
any Twno or more of them, Fuftices of Affize, Fu-
Bices of the Seffions for the [(aid County . alarzne of
Chefter, and Fuftices of the great Seffions in Wales,
or any One of them, fball, and are bereby refpec-
tively impowered, and reguired, in a fummary
ay, and aithout the Formality of Proceedings 21
Courts of Law of Equity, and with all conzenient
Difparch, finally to bear and derermine all fuch
Appeals, aind 16 ﬂﬁ*rm, reverfe, or alier r.!wh Fudg-
ments, Determinarions, or Decrees of 1he fard Com-
miffioners of Excife, Commisfioners for the [azd In-
land-Dury, Fuftices of the Feace, or Sub commif
fioners refpectivelys and the faid Fuflices andBarons,
or any Two or more of them, Fuftices of Asfize, Fu-
ftices of the Sesfions for the Jaid County Palatene
of Chefter,and Fuftices of the great Sesfions tn Wales,
or any One of them, fball and may fit when, where,
and as often as be or they [ball refpectively think
fit, with or without adjsurning, and fball bave and
exercife the like Furifdictions, Powers, and Autbo-
rities, to all Tnrents and Purpofes, as by the Jaid
Acts, or any of them, were given to, and vefted in
2he faid Commisfioners of Appeals, and Fuftices of
+ e Peace in their uarter-Sesfions, or any of thems
and bis, or their ve pettive Fudgments and Deter=
msnarions upon fuch Hﬂ‘!mhﬁa# be final, of which
there fhall be 10 Review,nor foall any Appeal, Wrze
of Error, or Certiorati, be brought to remove or e

zerje the Jame.
42, Pre
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42. Proyided always, and be it Enacted by the
Authority aforefaid, That from and after the faid
24th Day of June, 1733. no Appeal from the Fudg-
ament or Determination of the Commisfioners of Fax-
cife, or Commisfioners for the Inland Duty, fhail be
admitted, unlefs the fame be brought wethin three
Months atter fuch Fudgment or Determination. Noy
fball any Appeal be admirted from the Fudgment or
Determinaizon of Two or more Fuflices of the Peace,
or of the Sub commaisfioners, unlefs the fame be broughe
awzthin fix Months after fuch Fudgment or Determi-
nacion: Nor unlefs the Party Appellant (ball baze
firft paid down the Duties, and given fuch Securi-
#y as is requived by the faid Acts, or any of them,in
Cafes of Appeals from the Determination of the Com-
miffioners of Excife to the Commisfioners of Appeals.

43. Provided always, and be it further Enacted
Dy the Authority aforefaid, T lat if on the faid 24th
Day of June, 1733. any Appeal from any Derermi-
natzon of the Commislioners of Excife fhall be de-
Pending before the faid Commisfioners of Appeals for
the Time being, and then undetermined, every [uch
Appeal, and all Proceedings therveon, [ball by Vir-
tue of this Act be transferved over, and [ball le cer-
tified by the faid Commisfioners of Appeals, or any
Two of them, to the faid Fuflices of the Courts of
King’s Bench and Common Pleas, and Zarous of the
Cozf of the Courr of Exchequer, in tle fame Flight
#nd Condition as they then [ball fland before the faid
Commasfioners of Appeals. And the faid Fuflices and
Barons, or any Two or more of them, [ball, and
are bereby zmpowered to hear and determine the
Jame, with all Iucidents relating thereto; and to
make [uch Procecding thereon, and to exercife all
Juch Powers and Autborities rouching the (ame, as
the faid Commisfioners of Appeals might Lave done in
gafe this Act bad not been made,

Obfervation. Now at laft we come to the Sweer-
mer : This is the Vebicle which was contrived to make
us {wallow with Eafe this Zzrrer F2/l. Here, Gentle-
men, is a Remedy for all the Ills you complain of. 1f
the Commiflioners fhall by Miftake do you Injuftice,
you are to have Redrefs, not by an Appeal as former-

1y, to Commiflioners of Appeal named by the King,
and
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and removable atPléafure,nor by an Appeal to ignorant
Cﬂunttx Juftices : No, you are now to have Redréfs
by an Appeal to two or more of his Majefty’s Judges
in Weftmznfier-ball, or to the Juftices of Adflize on
their Circuits in the Couniry. Here is 2 Grand Point
gained in Favour of the Subjet. But let us fee how
this Matter would have turned out: The Appellan:
was not to have had his Appeal determined by any
two of the Judges be ¢hofe to have applied to, but on-
1y by thefe two who fhould from Time to Time have
been named &y the Crown : So that in future Reigns it
would always have been in the Power of thé Crown to
have pickt two out of theTwelve for thisPurpofe ; who
would have been under the Direction of the Prime
AMinifter; and if the Appellant in fuch Cafe had hap
pened not to be in the good Graces of the Minifter, he
would have had no great Reafon to expeét much Re-
drefs by his Appeal. In the Country again, if a Judge
had happened to be upon the Circuit, who was 7o
proper for the Purpofe, 1t would always have been in
the Power of the Commiffioners of Excife, by fome
kind of Affidavit, to have put off the Appeal till the
sexs Circuits and thus they would have been fure to
have had all material Appeals determined by aJudge 70
sheir own Liking. 1 {peak only of Fimes to comes
for it is not to be fuppufed that his prefent Majefty
would ever have allowed of any fuch Praétices. _
But how were thefe Appeals to have been determi-
ned ; The Birth-Right of an Englifbman, a fair
Trial per pares was not to have been' reftored to the
Subje&. No, the Judges were to proceed to deter-
mine the Appeal in @ [ummary Way's and without
the Formality of Proceedings in Courts of Law or E-
gityr There was to be no Jury to judge of the Cre-
%ibility of theWitnefles,upon whofe Evidence the Sen-
tence or Determination of the Commiffioners of Ex-.
cife was founded : And as the Commiiffioners of Ex=

cife would always have been the Makers up of the

Record, I am afraid it would but {eldom have been in

the Power of the Judges to have given Redrefs, even
tho’ they had had the firongeft Inclination for fo do-
ing: They would have found every Faét proved by
the concurreng Teftimony of two or three Excifemen,
or Informers; and where there is no Jury, the Judges

muft give Credit to fuch an Evidence. They could
never
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never have given Redrefs but in Matters of Law: And
if this Bill had pafled into a Law, neither the Cormn-
miflioners of Excife, nor their Mafters, the Commi{-
oners of the Treafury, would ever had Occafion 10
have ftrained a Point of Law for enabling them to gp-
prefs any Britzfh Subjelt. N ety
From hence we may fee what the poor Merchant o
Dealer had z0 Zope for from bis Appeal.  T.et us now
fee what he had to fear: In the firt Place he had a
new Law-{uit to attend, which muft have diverted him
from his other Bufinefs: And then if the Appeal was
given againft him, he could expe&t no Afirzgarion of
the Penalties and Forfeitur s he was to {uffer; nor
could he expet any Favour inany of his future Tranf
altions: He muft have expeéted to have had all the
Excifemen in the Neighl:ourhood lez Zoofe upon him,
and to have been vifited by them at the moft #nmjeq-
Jonable Hours. In fuch Circumfliances may we not
conclude, that almoft every Man would have fubmit-
ted to the Determination of the Commiflivners of Ex-
cife, and would have thought of nothing but Sitzing to
them for their Fazour, in mitigating the Penalties
and Forfeitures which he found himfelf drawn in to be
liable unto. Thefe would have been the unbappy
Circamftances that almoft cvery Dealer or Merchant
in England would fcon have been brought under ;5 and
whether in future Times fuch a Man would ever have
dared to have given a Vore at Ele&tions againft a
Court Candidate, we may eafily judge: From whence
we may fee how dircétly this Scleme tended towards
the Owzerthrow of our Couflizution, by putting it in
the Power of our future 1iings to have always fuch
Parliaments as would be entirely fublervient to them,

44. And it is berely further Enafed by the A
thority aforefaid, That if any Perfon o6r icrfons
fball be fued, molefted, or profecuted for any T bing
done, by Virtue or in Purfuaice of 1his A, fuch.
Perfon and Perfons [ball and may picad the general
dffue, and give this At and the fpecial Matrer in
Evidence in his Defence : And if ajterwards a2 Ver-
dilt fball pafs for the Defendant or Defeudants, or
the tlaintdff [b4ll difcontinne bis Aftion, or be Nos-
Juited, or Fudgment [hall be given agaiufi bim, ypa
on Demurrer or arﬁ'ﬁr-wé,‘“ﬁ,Lﬂim Juch Defendant or

' " D
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Defendants fball bave treble Cofts 70 him or them
awarded againft fuch Plaintif.

Olferation. 1 fhall make no other Remark on this

Scftion, but only that it would have been a great En-
couragement to the Excifeman to be Vexatious to thofe
who had fallen under their Difpleafure. This Claufe
would have made it dangerous for the Subjeét to feek
by Law a Relief againft any fuch Pexation, which
Confequence would have made thofe Officers much
more andacious. '
" This Method of terrifying his Majefty’s faithful
Subjetts from feeking Redre/s againt the Oppreflions
committed by his Majefty’s undutiful Officers, was
frft introduced by the fame Law which firft loaded
as with BExcifes ; but then the Cofts to be given were
but double. Evil Examples feldom fail being im-
F_rnved: This Method of giving double Cofls, was
smetime after the Revolution brought into the Cu-
fioms; and in the fame Reign thefe double Cofts were
increafed to treble ; both in the Cuftoms and Excife.

as5. And whereas by an At of Parliament made
sn the vuth Year of the Reign of bis late Majefty
King George the Firft [intitled, An A& for more
effectual preventing Frauds and Abules in the Publick
Revenues; for preventing Frauds im the Salt-duties,
and for piving Relief for Salt ufed in the curing of
Salmon and Codfifh, in the Year One thoufand Seven
Hundred and Nineteen, exported from that Part of

Great Britain called Scotland ; for enabling the In.

{urance Companies to plead the general Iffue in Adti-

onis brought againft them ; and for fecuring the Stamp-
duties upon Palicies of Infurance] I¢ zs amongft other
I hings Provided and Enacted, That it fbould and
miaht be lawful for the Commi[foners of the Inland
Duties on Coffee, Tea, and Chacolare, or any two of
more of them for the Time being, aithin the refpece
rige Furifdilteon of the faid Commisfioners, or Fu-
(tice or Juftices of the Peace, npon any Officer or Of
Jicers for the faid Inland Duties, mszfz'ng Complaiut
upon Oath to fuch Commisfioners, or Fuftice or Fu-.
ftices of the Peace refpetiizely, thar be or they did
fufpect any Dealers in the Jaid Commodities not to

bave made trae and juft Eutries in the Books which
' ke,
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be, fbe, or they are obliged by the faid Act to keep
for thar Purpofe, of fuch of the (aid Commoditzey as
be, [be, or they from Lime to Time [old, delivered
out, or confumed, in which [bould be fet forth the
Caufes of fuch Sufpicion, to fummon [uch fufpected
Perfon or Perfons to appear before the fazd Commaf-
fioners, or Fuftice,or Fuftices of the Peace refpectively,
awith their ref[pective Entry-books aferefaid,to the Intent
that fuch Commisfioners, or Fuftice, or Fuftices of the
Peace refpectively might examine [uch fufpected Pey-
fon or Perfons, or fuch as keep the [aid Books, upon
bis, ber, or their Oaths,or Afirmation, touching the
Truth of the Entries made in their faid Books.
And any [uch Dealer ‘in Coffee, Tea, or Choco
late, who [hould neglect, or refufe to make fuch Oarhs
or Affirmations Jo appointed to be adminiftred, be-
zng thereunto requived by the refpective Perfon or
Perfons awho by the fazd Act were authorized 10
adminifler the fame, or [bould refufe or neglect to
attend [uch Summons as aforefaid, with bis, ber, or
their refpective Entry-Books, and be examined upon
Oath as aforefaid, touching the Truth of the Entvies
made in their re[pective Entry-Books 5 then, and in
every [uch Cafe and Cafes, the Perfon or Perfons
offending therein, or either of them, fhould for each
and every fuch Offence forfeir and lofe the Sum of
twenty Pounds. -
46. And whereas the above recited Claufe or Pro-
wifo harh, by Experience, been found to be tnconveni-
ent 10 the feveral Dealers in the faid Commoditiers,
and of no Adpantage ro the Rewenue ; Be it there-
Jore Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, T hat from
and after the faid »4. Day ajz June, the fazd Clauje ox
Provefo before recited, and every Matter and Thing
sherein contained, [ball be, and is bereby repealed.

Obfergation. 'Thele two laft Seftions fhew how
dangerous it is to multiply Oaths, Crimes, and Penal-
ties ; they are often found to be inconvenient to the
Subjeé&t, and of no Benefit, as to the End for which
they were intended. :

y oy HAVING
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this famous Bill, and laid before you all the
; Hardfhips and Dangers which the Merchants
and Dealers in Tobacco would have been thereby ex-
puﬁ:_d to, I muft now leave it to éuu:m' confider,
what Regard would be had by the Gentlemen who
forefawy thofe Evils, and yet voted for this Bill, to
the Liberties and Froperties of their Fellow fubje(ts,
upon any other Occafion. I it not much to be feared
the fame Arguments may prevail with the fare Men
for fubje@iog every Man in the Kingdom to the ar-
bitrary Laws of Excife, which lutely prevailed with
them for doing all that was in their Power to fubjett
the Dealers in Tobacco to thofe dangeraus Laws? It
you have any Spirit of Lzberty left amongft you, fure:
ly it muft appear upon this Occafion, when the fame
NMen are applying to you for a Renewal of that Truft
which they have fo grofly abufed. | L
" Let not thofe who are no Dealers in Tobacco or in
Wine, imagine that they arc unconcerned in the prefent

Ql_eﬁiﬂ'n.

HA‘V [ NG now, my Countrymen, gone tﬁruugh

Tun tua Res agitur Pavies cum proximus ardet.

When your Neighbour’s Houfe is on Fire, have a Care
of your own. 3

¥

I hope you will all fix in your Minds what I have
12id down in my Introdution, that the moft effetual
Way to eftablifh arbirrary Power in this Country, is
to have always a Parliament dependent upon the
Crown. And that the only proper Way for attaining
this End, is for the Crown to get into its own Hands
the abofute Difpoful of a great deal of Money, of ma-
ny Places and Preferments; and of a vaft Number of
Pains and Penalties. Every Thing then that tends to-
wards increafing the Power of the Crown, with Re-
{peét to any of thefe three Particulars, is a Step to-
wards arbitrary Power; and it is evident to a De-
monflration that this late Exeife Scheme would have
increafed the Power of the Crown, with Refpeét to
¢very one of the three.

- Firft, es to the Money at the Difpofal of the Crown.
If it be true what the Advocates for the Scheme ad-
vanced, it would have brought in yearly five hundred

a e ' ; thou-
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thoufand Pounds more than ever was brought in before
by the Duties on Wine and Tobacco: By which not
only the, Civil Lift Revenue muft have got an Addi-
tion of about eighty thoufand Poundsyearly, buta year-
ly Sum of four hundred and twenty thoufand Pounds
would have been eftablithed for ever, for the Current
Service of the Year, both which might have been of
moft daagerons Confequence in fuzure Reigns. How-
ever this Danger was not, I believe, much to be dread-
ed, becaufe 1 am perfwaded that the publick Revenue
would not thereby have received any fuch Increafe. I
doube if it would have reccived any. But my Doubts
as to this Particular, do not make the Arsument the
lefs ftrong again{t thofe who were the Supporters of
the Scheme.

But as to the other two Points, efpecially the laft,
the Yower of the Crown would have been Prodigioufly
zncreafed. As to Places and Preferments, it was gran-
ted by the Promoters of the Scheme, that there muft
have been an Addition of at lea an hundred and
twenty fix Excifle-Officers, befides Warehnufe-keepers.
Confidering the vaft Numbers of Dealers in Tobacco
and in Wine, I am very far ‘rom thinking that this
Additional Number of Officers would have been {uf.
ficient 5 but granting thar it had ; it is computed that
there are in Landon fifty Importers of Tobacco, every
one of whom has from one to ten Warehoufes ar a
Time : Allowing them then to have five Warehoufes
each; and confidering that they muil be often in thefe
Warehoufes, and that they or their Servants muft
fometimes be in towo or three at a Time, there could
not have been allowed lefs than zhree Warchoufe-
keepers to every Importer, fo that there muft have been
at leaft an hundred and fifty Excife Warehoufe-keep-
ers in London : and if we aliow but one third more
for all the Out-ports, there muft have been two hun-
dred Wareheule-keepers in Grear Britain for this Ar-
ticle of Tobacco only: But as there is a much greater
Number of Importers of Wine than there are of Tos
bacco; and as Wine Merchants and their Coopers mufk
be much oftner and longer at a Time in their Cellars,
than the Tobacco Importers are in their Warehoufes,
we may allow that the Number of Excife Warehoufe-
keepers or Cellar-keepers for Wine muft have becn
double the Number of thofe allowed for Tobaceo, that

is

i



78 7 he late Excife Scheme

is to fay, four hundred, which, with the two hundred:
Warchoule keepers allowed for Tobacco, and one hun-
dred and twenty fix Addirional Excilfemen, would
bave been an Addition of feven hundred and twenty
fix new Places and Preferments at the Dif] Pufal of the
Crown. ®
Then as to the Pains and Penslties at the fole Dif-
pofal of the Crown, that is to fay, fuch as the Crown
might have difpenfed with, 1n whole orin Part, every
Man muit geant that the Power of the Crown would
bave been vaftly exrended. 1 believe after perufing
the foregoing Bill and the Obfervations made thereup-
it will be granted, that it would have always been
in the Power of the Commiffioners of Excife to have
ruined any Tobacco Dealer in faugland, or at leaft to
bave made his Bufinefs fo unealy to him and fo dan-
gerous, that he could not have carried it on with any
Advantage ; from whence we muft conclude, that the
Generality, we miy fay, every one of the Tobacco
Dealers in Exgland muit have been Slaves to the Ad-
miniltration, it ever the Powers granted by this Law
fhould have been turned towards making the Subjeéts
pliable to the Prime Minifter, which we have’ indeed
ne Reafon to apprehend under his Majefty’s wife Go-
yesnment, but we do not know what might hereafter
have happeacd 3 and it is certainly inconfiftent with .
our Conftitution to create by one Law thirty thoufand
Slaves for th Purpolt of any future Adminiftration 3
I fay thirey thoufand, for there are at leaft that Num-
ber of Dealers in Tobac o in Great Britain, there
being above ten thoufand Parifhes, and confidering the
va@t Number of Tobacco Shops we fee in every City,
Borough and Village in England, 1am fure I do not ex-
ceed in computing three Tobacco-Shops in every Parifh;
and the creating of fuch Slaves is ot the more. dange-
rous Confequence to our Conftitution, becaufe that moft
of them are Voters for Members of Parliament.
Confider the Power that is already vefted in the
Crown. Confider the Power that inftigated that un.
fortanate Prince King Fames 1L to form a Scheme
for overturning both the Liberties and Religion of this
Nation at once. Happy was it for us that he wasa Bis
gor. Happy Was it for us that he .quim:d the twwo toge"
ther; for if he had declared himfelf a Proteftant, and

lefe Religion out of the Queftion; his Plot againft our
i ¢ Liber-
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Liberties might have been farally fuccefsful 5 yet the
whole publick Revenue 7z bis Zime did not amount
to above one rhird of what it ar prefent amoeunts te.
And as to Places and Preferments, the Number of Of
ficers both in the Cuftoms and Excife, were then fag
fhort of the Number they zow confift of, Befides we
had then no great Army eftablifhed by Law, nor any
Half pay Officers. We had no Garrifons at Gidraltar
or Porr mahosn, nor half the Number or Value of Pla.
ces to be difpofed of in the Weft-Tndiec. And as tg
Pains and Penalties at the fole Difpofal of the Crown,
f only defire my Readers to perufe the Statutes relat.
ing to the colleéting of the Revenue, made fince the
Revolution, and refle€t that a Pain, Penalty, or For.
feiture which a Prime Minifter may profecute for, or
difpenfc with as he pleafes, is juft as effe@nal for fe-
curing the Oledience of the unfortunate Perfon {ubjedd
thereto, as if the Publick were to-allow the Minifles
altually to give fo much Money for fecuring that Man’s
Vote and Jatereft upon all Occafions. 1 muft tell yon,
Gentlemen, it is much more effeétual ;- for a Man of
Honour may be engaged by the Favour of a Nois Pre.
Jequi, a Pardon,ora Mitigation ; but no Man of He.
nour will accept of a downright Bribe in ready Ms-
9ey. |
I have fo good an Opinion of my Countrymen, that
I believe even this Bill’s pafling into a2 Law, would
not in Time to come have made the Government 25-
Jolutely certain of excluding all rroublefome Members
from “the Houfe of Commons; but the Crown being
once fecured of having always a Majority in that
Houfe, if an Ambitious and artful Prince had ever
come to mount the Throne, he might eafily have got
two or three more fuch Rills pafled, which would have
fecured him and his Succeffors for ever, againft hav-
ing any one Man in the Houfe of Commons, who durf}
find the leaft Fanlt with any Part of his Condu®.
The {ubjetting of Sugar to the Laws of Excife was, it
is faid, under Confideration among fome Men, even
when this Scheme was conceived, and was then put off,
only becaufe it was deemed to be too much at once 3 -
but the fubjeing of this Commodity, andevery Com- -
modity for which there are now any Cuftoms paid, to
fuch Laws, would foon have been a cereain Confe:

quence of the Succefs of the Jate Bill: And if ;?'; :
: a
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bad been found not to be fufficient for making the
Prime Minifter in future Reigns perfetly fo eafy, we
may conclude that the fame fort of Genius which pro-
jected this Tobacco Bill, in order to prevent the Frauds
in the Tobacco Trade, would foon have found out that
there were a great many Frauds committed inthe Ex-
cife upon Ale and Beer, and that therefore it was ne-
ceflary to fubje&t Beer, Ale, Cyder; &c. to W#are-
boufeing Permits, and the Vifitation of Officers; even
with refpeét to every private Houfe that took in above
fiz Gallons of {mall Beer at a Time. By this Me-
thod every private Houfe in England wou Id have been
fubje&ed to a Vifitation from the Officers of Excile;
even without an Affidavit or Conftable 5 and all Ranks
of People in England would have been fubjedied to
the Pains, the Penalties, and the Laws of Excife.
Such a Government as this we muft fuppofe to be al-
ways in want of Moncy, and hunting afrcr new Ways
and Means; and asour Parliaments would alavayshave
been ready to have Confented to whatever was propofed
by thofe in the Adminiftration; we may fuppofe that
the fame Spirit,which of two Taxesalways chufes that
which maintains the greareft Number of Officers, and
cofts the Publick moft in colleting, the fame fort of
Neceffiry which has already Taxed that with which we
feafor both our Bread and our Meat, would then have
taxed both our Bread and our AMear. And we may
depend on it, that all new Taxes in fuch 2 Cafe would
have been laid on by way of Inland-Duty; Then
fhould we have feen the Excifeman prowling over the
Fields of the Farmer, to take an Account of what fat
Cattle, Sheep, or Hogs he had fit for the Market;
entering into his Barns and his Granaries to take am
Account of what was there lodged, and taking the
Guage of his Stacks of Corn and his Ricks ot Hay.
Then fhould we have feen the Farmer running to one
Permit-Office for Permits to carry his fat Cattle, his
Sheep or his Hogs to Market; his Wife running to a-
nother Office, for Permits tocarry her Butter, her Eggs,
or her Poultry te Market, and his Servant perhaps {ent .
to @ Third for a Permit to carry fo much Hay or Oats
to a Cuftomer in Town.
Thefe, my Countrymen,would in fome future Reign
have been the certain Confequences, if the late Excife -

Scheme had been agreed to. And therefore 1 may
| juftly



Jutly fay ; Happy was it for you that it wds propofed
}Jn th!'; R.B::'ign of & Good and 7z/z King, who never will
countenance fich Schemes, nor lend the Aid of Royal
Power ‘towards making them fuccefs/ul. Happy wis
it for you,that it happened to be brought in towards the
End of a Septeniial Parl iament ; happy was it for you,
th;ﬂt-_thﬂl'l: was at that Time l.S_Et,t. Dfﬁ m?‘fﬁ"y y

[!

geflrates, more particularly f; worthy 4 Lord Mayoy
at the Head of the Affairs of l:rl}q'é}t}’ of London 4
Happy was it for you that there were many brave Min
‘among our Nobles ; for notwith ftanding all your Re-
monferances, this Scheme, this. Plan of Arbitra)
Power, was feveral Times approved of by a Majority
of your Reprefentatives, Far be it from “me to accufe
fuch a Body of Men of downright Perfidy, Buy I mugt
fay, that whoever viewed it in the Light 1do, and yat
voted in Favour of it for fome Selfefb End, was 3 Bp.
#rayer of Mankind, a Berrayer of his Cuuntry, and a
Berrayer of thofe who had put their Truft jn him.
‘Such, if any fuch there were, do, I hope by this Time
heartilr Repent. AndI hope that all thofe whowere
. xeally impofed on, will be more cautious ip Time to
some; and that by their Condyer in next Seffion of
Parliament wil] attone for this Miflake: For unléfe
they then fhew fome very eviden: Signs of Repen-
tance or Amendment, they cannor expelt that their
Countrymen wil] again entruf} them with the Guar-
dianfhip of the Libertiey of the People : Even they

&

themielves muft in theijr Conlciences be convinced, that

and a moft pr;ﬁ-;qare Berrayer of his Country, _
Thank God, the Contriver of this Scheme, whoe-

ver he may be,has been fo far dffa'Ppninrcd, thatI hog
(At will do us a Service 5.1 hope it will apakes; thae
anczent Spirit which bas always been the Guardian
of our Liberties ; for to me it really feems ‘as if the
“ Genius of FEngland bad been fo much tired with the

- Fatigue of Reftoring "ahd'Eﬂﬁbliﬂi'iﬁg our Liberties b

‘that whoever contributes thereto is a moft alject Slave,

«the late Glorious Revolution, that ha foon ‘after fell'a-
‘fleeps 1 hope he Is roufed again, . I bope my Readere
are a]] convinced, that from henceforth every Add;ition
~of Power to the Crown,will be g Step towards Living yp
the Liberties of the People 5 and that therefore in alf
furure Ele&ions the People wil] pe dware of trufting tog
much to thofe who are apt to be too Camnla'r. o, .2
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‘Crown 3 w‘_nich all thofe. generally will be, who are
.employed in, of depending upon, the Adminiftration,

¥
g
s

L 3

L8

‘aprivate

1

-

The pmper"ﬁnd of Parliaments isto bea -heck upon our
Miniﬂersiuf State, and that End muft be deftroyed, if
the @ﬁfﬁ*’ﬁfy ,“f.'t_hﬂ Members be always fuch as are
snzirely dependent upon them.  1f this Nation Theuld
E'H,'EI uﬂfﬁl‘tﬂh;ﬂ.tﬂl}’ happen' to be inﬁ:gb a Conditzon,’
wemay then expect to fee [ham Tinquivies yearly fet
up, and both Houfes of Parliament declafing them-=
{clves ﬂxlg fatisfied with Accounts which no Man in
Japacity could pretend to anderftapdsc &
‘I hope, I fhall never hear more of Whig or Toiy, of
High-Church ot 7 ow-Church in-this: Kingdom 21
hope that none of us who pretend to be GChriftians, will
ever have fo little Charity towards on€ another 5”
and that all Men will put Religion out of the Que-
fion, when the Liberties of the Cuuntry' come 'te be
in Difpute. From the Nature of our G onftitution we
may moft paturally infer, that in'all furure Limes

" fome Minifters of State will be now and thengralping

" at motre
way

. gver to be heat

“their Country, oY

1

ﬁmriaﬂi

']

gt

* will furely look with Indignation and Contempt q?ﬂ

Power than they ought to have. “This has al-
s been the Cafe in all limeted VIonarchies 5 and
re in all fuch Governments no other Party ought
d of, no Manner of Ditin&tion® ought
ever to be introduced, but that of the Court and Coniz-
sy Party s and all thofe who fhall ever be of Opinion
that the Cowrt1s forming Defignsagainft the Taberties of
ght to rank themfelves with the Cozz:
try Party,lct theirWay of thinking as toReligion be what
it will; more efpecially thole who happen to be of aReli-
ion different from that e{tablithed byLaw ; for Per-
s a neceffary Confequence of arbitrary Power.

[ think 1 have no%w faid enough to convince every
Man, that the {ate Excife Scheme wWas ot a'@ery good
One 3 and hope f have faid enough to dive&t all boneft
Aen how to ar‘:g', fo as to prevent any (uch Schemes from
being ever offered hereafter s and here, Ifhall only
dd, that as you now behave, fo {hall it be unto yous
d unto thofe that come after you. If you follow the

therefo

an

 Example of your Forefathers, yout Poftzrity will blefs
, ﬂuu. f you do ot

herwile, your Jateft Pofterity ﬁi-ill.

ave Realon to curfe you, and all future Generations
n

" all who were the Reprefent atsves of the great Families

" in Brirein i Une ‘toufand feven hundred and ———"
: ] : C $0a
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