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THE

INTRODUCTORY PREFACE.

F B Y HE Subje& of Wifdom, or Human

| Underftanding, is no doubt, juftly
: _to be efteem’d and regarded, as
the moft weighty, moft confiderable, moft
valuable and necellary Confideration we can
treat of, or imploy ourfelves in, fince the
moft material Affairs of human Life depend
upon it, as well as in a great Meafure (and
in all probability) our eternal Bleflings, or
future Comforts of Joy and Felicity.

This Subje&t has been writ upon by very
great Men, both in France and England 5 yet
have all treated it after a quite different
~Manner to this { and have perhaps) every
one of them been {o very obfcure and Me-
taphyfical, as might have puzzled, even the
Authors themfelves, alittle after their hav-
ing writ. 1 have rather endeavourd here,
an ealy Way of Thought and Style; fo as
to adapt or fit it for the meaneft Capa-
city. :
[ have in fome Placés quoted Mr. Lacke,
where  his Thoughts feem’d reafonable ; ne.
verthelefs, Ido not for that pretend to vin-
dicate his Principles, or any way to enter
into the Difpute betwixt him and Mr. Lee, the
Method here (I thinkj&heing entirely foreign
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Subjedts torned to ridicule,

The Introdultory Preface.

to that : However, with to do all Mankind;
Juitice; and, ah:haugh his Antagonilt alledges:
ftrongiy, and accufes him with the worft oﬁ:
Principles, (as is but too common among alll
Difputants; ) yet fince he does not own it,
but rather writes the plain contrary, I
think uod Men (as well as in the Law) ate
oblrged in Juftice and Confcience, to put the
beft Conftructions upon Mens Words and:
Writings ; for without that, there is nos
living : Do we not daily fee the beft Inten-
tions Miiconftruéted, and the moft i'ermus

~ Yet I cannot, but on the other Hand‘*
own, that Mr. Locke has writ ina yery My-
{tical Way or Manner, and as Mr. Lee {ays,;
has brought usa new fpawn of Words; it
may probably be own’d too, that the latters
has follow’d him far enough ; but may, per.
haps be in this, as In Flghtmg, when once:
heated, are loath to part.

Mr. Lee alfo finds fault with Mr. Lacke’sH
Senfe of the Word Ides, which is not, hea

{ays, to be underftood or allowed of, in fuch
general Terms, butdiftinguifhes betwixt Ideas
and Modes, Powers, abftract Notions, ¢¢.
But if this fame fhall be found fault with,,
as too general a Term in mine likewife, lety
them confider, that itis but a Word ; and/
that any of the others will ferve my turn as
well, fince it is plain, that any manner nf'l
Ideas, whether fimple, complex or compound,
or any manner or fort of mixed or unmixed |
Modes, or Powers, or any general.or parti-4
cularabftract Notions, or what Notions they |
w;u, clther conf;dﬂed difting frum Ideas,,
or'
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or how acquired, or in what Seafe ‘they
pleafe, or whatfoever Way they will, or un-
derftand innate ideas, &  any of all which
“can be of no Ufe or Force, if the Organiza-
tion be wrong ; fo thatin this Cafe, all can
only amount to a difpute about Words.
. For no Notions whatever will make a
. Chzngling or foolilh Maid to reafon Right ;
‘neither, I think, cananyone difpute his be-
ing a Man, any more than a wife Man’s being
fo; who by fome Accident. is become chang-
ling, foolifh or mad; the firft only being before
the Birth, or in the Womb, the other there-
after. Neither are we any way to doubt of
‘his being a Man, let him be in what Shape or
Form foever, or although with e’er {o little
Senfe, “if we can but foppofe him to be of
the Animalcula in [emine Mafculine 5 fince
they are no more doubted- to be the Animal
or humane Creature dlready form’d, and
whofe very. tender, foft; and flexible Parts,
we know ‘ever has, and will be capable. of
j‘nany various, monftrous, and uncommon, ox
diffetent Shapes, Modellations. or Formations,
more patticularly in the Womb, while the
. Parts are_fo very apt to yield, or {0 tender,
foft and delicate, . than a&erwards?_. e
The whole Defign of this Treatife, is to
fhew the'vaft Variety and Difference.in the
Organization,. or the various Forms of hu-
man'(;feqtftgs; as well as inall other Things
of the'Creation and as there are {0 nfany
Degrees.or different Formations among Men,
.g} their Ticlinations, Tempers, Paflions,and =
Opinions, will be as various ; nor ought. this
any way to make Truth ot Agreement to be
il A 3 - “doubted
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doubted or put in Queftion; fince I'unders
ftand, that either to be immediately from
God, or from the common Condefcention,
or Nearnefs of Agreement (of any Thing;
or Propofition) among wife Men, not ha-
ving any material or expreffable Difference:
in_ their Thoughts, but obferving the great
Rules of the Mmigﬁtﬂ or of moral and na-
tural Religion, tending all to the Benefit of]
human Society : For we can in no way be:
ferviceable to him ; fo that all he commandsi
us muft be for our own proper Benefits,,

either prefent or future,

= 3

I have given a full Definition of ‘Wifdom,
which in few Words, 1 underftand to be the
Souls ‘acting in a well organized Body, with
jult Inftruments, 1deas, or Notions; . which
will undoubtedly tend 'to the Beriefit of So-
ciety. As to Faith, or revealed Religion,
thit, { think, muft be allowed to be the par-
ticalar Gift of God.. But 'if it be alledged,
that’] take the Word Wifdom” ii too Jarge
or ‘general a Senfe 5 1 anfwer, that all its
Properties or Facultics, as Prudence, Under-
ftanding, Reafoning, Judgment, . are
only its Branches, or have fuch a. Coane&ion,
that the firft conjé')rghendi all'; and there-
fore 1 think not ne efl‘ﬁ'r%;b multiply Words,
which for not making Confufion, I have al-
together cadeavourd to avoid; for if the
Ozgg nization be wrong, we fhal_l?ﬂ"n}:l_"them
all wanting. o R g
The Intention of this whole Treatife being
entitely from a Defire to ferve Mankind, if
poflible for me fa to do, thisbein g mywhole De-
fign ; and thus I hope it will be received with
| e a good
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& pood Meaning, which is to give great
Allowances ; for the neceffary Variations of
‘Temperaments, and the differences of Opi-
nions, not to difpute Trifles; but to be
very careful of being too hot or warm in
thofe Things efpecially, which cannot be
agreed on by all wife and virtious Men :
Yet no doubr, as Mr. Lee obferves, there is
agreat deal of defference due toGovernment,
to determine Mattets of Difcipline, for Peace,
Unity and Concord. |

As to the Nature of the Soul, that being
out of my Sphere, or beyond my Reach, is
what [ have not enter’d into, but leave the
Definition to thofe who know more about
it. 1 only confidet the Budy and it toge.
ther, while in a compound Being ; and have
endeavour’d to fhow, that the juft Opera.
tions of the latter upon the former, are al-
together owing to the Perfection orExa&tnefs,
of the Organization, although [ am fenfible
there may be bad Effe@s, from wrongRepre-
fentations or ldeas, without any defeét in
the Body.

I know thattreating on fuch Subjeés,often-
times lay Men open to be villainoufly branded
or ftigmatized, with fome bafe Name, as
Atheift, Deift, Sceptick, &c. without taking
the Trouble, or endeavouring to reconcile
things to Reafon or Scripture; fo he who
fitlt mention’d the Antipodes, was put in the
Inquilition. But, alas! for Religion thefe
noify hypocritical Zealots, think they have
enough, if they go but frequently to Church ;
yet I wifh they may not reafonably be found

to be the greateft Atheifts, fince often de-
A 4 monftrated
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monftrated by their Actions; they neither
believe God or Devil, but make large Pre-
tenfions, as a Cloak to their farther Knavery.
I with that the Acions of Mens Lives were
regarded, rather than Words, fince from that,
I think, we canbeft judge of a Man’sThoughts
for the greateft Charlatans and Pretenders
have the finet Words or Speeches.

My endeavours in thefe few Shéets is to
fhew in what Wildom truly confifts, to ex-
pofe Vanity and ufelefs Learning, to unite
us with, our different Opinions, Seéts or
Parties, into ftri¢t Friend(hip, or into one
common Society of good Men. And far from
any Thought of adding to the many lamen-
table Diftractions, Divifions, and Diforders,
now fo common among Chriftians. I fliould
be very forry if it did in the leaft {fcanda-
lize, or difoblige any Ecclefiaftick, (but ra-
ther thought to have dedicated it to one)
but hope it will be well receiv’d among wife
and good Men. . = ... L
- The whole is altogether aim’d at the
foolith, mad, or vicious; the proud, wvain,
or ambitious, the too much interefted and
avaritious, the gquarrelfome Difputants,
Wranglers, or envidious, the knavifh, fel-
filh, evil natured, and foolifh Zealots, Big-
gots, Hypocrites, or the cunning and great
Pretenders to the Purity of Religion, and
ftri® Devotion, often ferving them, only
as a Cloak to cozen .with. 1 have expofed
our common Follies and Vanities, proceeding
from vicious and foolifh Men, who have
breught us into extravagant Modes, filly
Cuftoms and Manners; as alfo, that wrong

way
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way of thinking, fince Wifdom and Virtue
is what is moft valuable in this World.
In Order to that, the Maanner and Way
I have taken, is entirely different from any
upon that Subjeé ; and therefotre, if not alto-
gether fo regular in the Method, 1 hope will
be more calily excufed, having no Path to
tread in. _ - \
“The firft Thing then I have confidered, is,
the different Formations of Men, as the
%réat caufe of their different Capacities, Paf-
jons, and Inclinations ; what is .truly to be
called Wifdom, or that Clearnefs of Judg-
ment in one Man above another; as alfo what
is properly to be call’d Madnefs.
T confider the great caufes of our many
foolith Difputes and Quarrellings, whether
from a Vitiation of the Organs, or the wrong
Reprefentation’ of 'Ideas, Impreflions of Ob-
je&s, or Things,’ or from the Strength or
Power of Habit, Cuftom, or Intereft, either
- of our felves, or from Friends. 1 have at-
tempted to expofe our wrong Ways of
Thinking, with our wrong Valuation of Men’
and Thidgs. The Ufefulnefs and Value of
' that which is allow’d by all good and wife
Men, to be truly valuable ; the Unufefulnefs
of ‘other Things not valuable; but only as
fflid_’ “before, proceeding from ambitious, vi-
tious, and foolifh Men, who brought Fools
in, todance after their extravagant Cuftoms
ZAT FOIRCS: “$RIMERL 20 ;4 "
. The Organization confidered, with fonie
[ltpﬁe&inns on real Happinefs, both ‘in the
fingle Life and married State. The conclu-
e - o4 Ll L fion

.-
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fion of the whole, with fome hints upon the|
Education of Youth in general,

I have made my Citations of Authors ,,
without any refpect to Se&, or Party; but
have readily taken what [ found good in;
either. I thought it abfolutely neceflary to:
make large Quotations of {fome good Au-.
thors, the better to {upport my own Opini--
on, which being fome what new, might o-«
therwife appear too ftrange or abfurd ; ne-.
verthelefs, I donbt not, that fome of thefe:
Notions will appear very furprizing ; and
probably ridiculed, as even the beft Thuughhrs
at firft broaching commonly are. Yet I beg
the Thoughts may not be too rafhly judged |
of, -but duly weighed, fince, at lealt, I think |
will bear a Confideration.

Neither have 1 levell’d or defign’d againft -
any particular Se& or Party, but have omit- -
ted any Thing I thought might point that:
Way, my whole Intention being entirely to
apply it to theWranglers, Biggots, or foolifh |
of any Party whatever, whom I imagine to 4
be all the fame ; and by ridiculing the Vices 4
and Follies of bad Men and Fools, may make :
them feek after Wifdom and Virtue ; fince I |
believe it may juftly be faid, that the Big- -
gots, Zealots, Wranglers and Hypocrites of
all Religions are the {fame 5 and its like may
{uffer a Quary, whether the wife Men, and
good Men, bad Men, or mad Men ; the vir- .
tuous, the foolifh, and the quarelfome are
not fo to: For this think may be confider’d
differently from Faith, reveal’d Religion, or
Chriftianity, the particular gift of God.

I have
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" 1 have qub{ed what I thought good, either
of Profe or Verfe ; efpecially, fince there are
fome Stomachs which cannot digeft dull Profe,
without the Sauce of a little Poetry; fo there
are others as fplenetick, who cannot digeft
Verfe. 1 therefore beg, that each Man may
only take what he likes, and if he finds any
one good Thought,that Ithink is fufficient Re-

ompenfg for any Charge orTrouble of Read-

ng, and enough to attone too, for athou-
Tand trifling Faults. That there area great
ﬁlﬁhy_Ermrs in it, T do not much doubt ; yet
wife Men, T hope, will have regard to the
Intention, and confider the whole, take what
lf; good, and leave the bad, finceas Mr. Pope
-;.Y-:s" Lis £ 10 ! - t

" Whoever thinks, a Jaultlefs piece to [ee, {'* M;'TF
—u:u 5 -,_..!. b . ” ¥ IEUI' al-
H‘IJ?W&J w;ﬂﬁt fi’-‘ fr_ Wasy Hor 15y 70r € ffﬂ]ﬂh’ &:‘:.'4 ﬂﬂPS, and

! Bl ; the beft
_ Bit how much more * amifs may we not thoughts
reafonably expect that which is out of a com- are fcat-
1on Road, as thisis: It is true, that thofe ter'd,and
who -keep at their own Trot in a common {w)‘tcll““{‘}
Path, are more fecure, or in no great Dan- niy.z, 4
er of going much aftray; and as true, thatwereOri-
ggggrg is but little probability of their making ginally,
great Difcoverigs. oy S nor can
. +Other Men who dare to venture more ’;hilt LR
boldly, although it do not fucceed to expecta- gence be
tion (that, difapeintment is enough ) ought obferv'd,
ftill to be commended if the Defi gn was good. wherethe
I think Mr. Dryden has fomething to this Pur- Authorfs
gﬁI&, that brave Spirits dare to take a flight, 5.1 17
e . - isthe
or fnatch aThought out of the common Road. jufinefsof
‘_l&i::: & | ; 'l'hnugllt
v : I muft

f
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I muft own, that I fhew’d the Defign to
two or three different Hands; the ong or
two very much approv’d, while the other
found fault; the one efteem’d Poetry, the
other not; the one alledg’d it was a Satyr

*1t is too againftall Mankind,* and therefore would ne-
er.rlf’; ;hﬁ ver be agreeable to theWorld ; the other dif-
loves to fer’d in Opinion, and faid, that was thé
be flat- Deft of it, or as falt for feafoning it, would
ted.  for that be no lefs efteem’d by wife' and
virtuous Men ;. the firft defird to take-out

fuch Parts, the othér bid 1ét all alone, c&e.

1 was now in mote doubt what to do then
before, but accidently cafting my Eye oft
Monfieur Bruiere upon Eloquence, has fome-

thing to thisPurpofe, that Men give very va-

rious and different Opinions of a Manufcript,

few he fays fpeak frankly or rightly of it;

and if the Author were 'to leave or fttike

rel’} gﬂg’_ﬁ' out according to ea'gh {- Man’s Fancy,no Book
demn'd 2 Would ever appear 1n the World. Why, {nre
Manu- then fay I, it’s even fo, for which all fhall
fcripe  ftand without any Alteration. 'f then plainly

over-  conclude, fo many Mén'fo '_lﬁaﬁg Miqcis;_',‘“f.t_in
ngc{i 2% fo many Nofes, fo many Opinions of different
Bothing. Kinds ; is it not plain, {f two of three Women
vet on [e- 0 into a Silk Shop or Mercers, the one likes .
cond  plain Silk, the other flowerd , fhe likes one
FiEnig C,»:}Iour,f the o_rh% fan:le other (;0{%0111!‘1 ?’“ﬁ II
Piir & But fays my Friend, you muft pleafe the
Eﬁﬁmg g.f':neralit%rI of the World, or be. inpdan er of
many ex- being banter’d, laugh’d and hifs’d at ; 'as 10
cellenc  that faid I, my endeavours are to pleafe the .
Things gne wife Man in a Thoufand, Selemon Men-
1% tions, if 1do that, I gain my End, the 999
may laugh on; if a Man ftands in fear of’
being ;
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‘being laugh’d at, he muft follow or run along
'with the mobbifh croud of Fools, and will

‘dare to do but little good in this World : |

.Do we not fee that a Wit, a Harlequin, or
‘Merry-Andrew, will ridicule, ont-banter and
‘rally the wifeft Men upon Earth, the moft
facred Things are fo treated, {o even the Scri-
‘ptures likewife, and the greateft and beft of
Men with their Acions daily ridiculed : Much
Xaughter no doubt is the great {ign of a Fool,
as in much Wifdom there is much Sorrow,
(fays Solomon) the Patron of Mankind is faid
never to have langh’d, Democritus always
weep'd, €&¢c. Pythagoras oblig’d his Scholars
the firft five Years to filence.

No, no, if the wife and virtuous, or the
one Man of a Thoufand does approve, I dare,
with an undaunted Courage bravely to ftand
the fhock againft Crouds of Fools, and Mil-
lions of Men full of Diftraction, Folly and
Madnefs. How very well does our forefaid
Authour fay in his Griticifm.

2
. Pride, Malicey Folly, againft Dryden rofe,
' In various Shapes of Griticks, Parfons, Beaus 3
" But Senfe furviv'd,when merry Fefts were paff,
- For rifing merity will buoy up at laft. '
* Envy will merity as its [hade purfue,

But as a fhadow proves the [ubftance too.

But before I conclude, I cannot omit to tell
my Reader, what is to be obferv’d, that itis a
folly to anfwer, where People come with an
evil Defign or Intention, only for the fake of
gaveling or difputing ; do we not fee, that

Eriad the

X1l
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* Yet

as far as fation , becanfe otherwife they come with ;.
my abili- Prejudice and Refolution not to be convinc

ty fhall
ftill be

ready to

folve
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the greateft Truths are difputed, both withi
and without the Schools; nor did I ev
‘know or hear of any that could not have am
anfwer, where People had a mind to cavil,
as 1ts faid, a W-=—re is never withont am
Excufe. Nor isthere everany good done that
* way, except when in a friendly Conver-

-
wr U

andam ever refolv’d to baulk all foch quarrel-
fome Gentlemen. Mr. Busler fays, £

doubtsor  Jts firange bow fome Mens Tempers f[uit,

dificul-
ties in a
friendly

Manner,

Like Bawd and Brandee with Difpute.

That for their own Opinions ftand faft,

Only ta bave them claw'd and canvas'd.

So the anciear Stoicks in their Porch,

With fierce Difpute, maintain’d their Church,
" Beat out their Brains, with fight and fudy,

To prove that virtue is a Body. '

Neither is there any Thing that may not be
mifconftruéted or wrefted to a wrong Senfe,
where People incline to it, and the mifrepre-
fenting of one Word, may give occafion to
their writing a Thoufand Books of Difpute or
Controver{y ; in fine,there is no end of difpu-
ting, But now, laftly, I muft take notice of
the plainnefs and fimplicity of my Writing or
Style, without pompous Words and gawdy
Trappings,now much more ftudy’d than good
Thought, Sincerity, Virtue, or Truth, which
we fhall always find to appear cloath’d in the

- fimpleft Manner ; and yet this Truth fhines

fo bright, that Mortals cannot abide the dif-
, covery
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covery thereof, he can only behold its Beauty,
who reje@s Falfhood. Mr.Pope {ays,

Others for language, all their care exprefs,
. And value Booksy as Women Men for drefs.
- Words arelike Leaves, andwhere they moft aboundy
_ Much Fruit of Senfe, beneath is rarely found, &c-

For Men may fpend their time only in the
knowledge of Words, foWit and Punning, or
even thinking and fpeaking ateto beimprov’d
or to be learned as Bufinefles ; and he whois
good at the one, is rarely fo at two, for what
we get the one way, we lofe the other : It is,
however, moft certain, that fome Men will
come a greater Length, or are better fitted
for one Study then another.

But to conclude, after all Apologies for
Errors, Irregularities, Simplicity of Words,
Style, ¢&c. What Hazards do they not run
‘who write, of being envied or defpifed ? And
yet the great Prize, the very beft we can

‘expect is, as Mr. Cowley very well fays of his
Mule,

The reward is but with popular breath,
And that too after Death,

#

Definition
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Definition of the Word IDE A.

Y Idea,1 underftand the Stamps, Impref-
§ ) fions, Tablets, or Reprefcntations of
Things, Objects or Words, {aid to be made,
ftamp’d, or imprinted, in the Subftance of
the Brain, whether fo from common toucking,
or by any Means or Modellation of the Rays
of Light, from Objeds, or the forc’d Air by
Sounds, or by Exhalations to the Smelling,
or the Aliment in Tafting. Ideas being only
the Effects, Remains, or Footfteps of Things,
and not any real Thing or Body, as fome, al-
though 1 think very abfurdly do fuppofe.
Neither is it ftritly to be confin’d to the
Greek Word éde to fee, fince Things may
have the fame Effe&t upon any of the other
Senfes, fo as to make an Alteration in the

- Organization, by which the Soul becomes

fenfible of fuch a particular Alteration of the
Inftruments or Organs. .

N. B. That this is only a Word or Ex-
preflion , and that if we confider innate
Ideas, in what Senfe foever, or make ufe of
the Words Complex, or Compound, Modes,
Powers, abftract Notions, or what Notions
we pleafe; any of all which can be of no
greater Force againft what 1 have advanc’d,
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b:gani;ation of the Body.

T TR Ty

-~ Rom. ix. 20, 21.

Nay, but O'man, who art thou that reflecteft
againftGod ? (hall the fhiﬂi forn’d [ay to
him that form’d it, why haft thou made
- me thus ? -
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of
the [ame lump, to make one ve[fel unto
. honour, and another unto difbonour ?

HE gre#t and wife Creator of
| all Things, feems to have been
pleas’d to order it fo, that not

-any one thing though of the fame Spe-
| CIEs,
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Human Underflanding confider d,
cies, Thould everyway be form’d or pro-
portion’d exatly like another; or T
believe can any Man fay he ever could

- difcover among thofe millions of Shells

and’ Stones, any two that were every
way and exattly the fame: It’s true, we
may {fometimes believe them to be fo b
reafon-of the {mallnefs of Objelts, whofe
Difference we cannot {o eafily. perceive,
even with help of the beft Microfcopes ;
but we are not fo deceiy’d“in large Ob-
jelts, where we much more eafily fee
the different Proportions of the Two
when compared together. . . . )
" Tam not ignorant, that two People
have been faid to be fo very like to one
another, that Strangers have frequent-
ly taken the one for the other; yet I
could never fee, or do I believe, there
ever was any two, as that by the Pa-
rents, or along Acquaintance, and ftrict
comparifon in prefence one with the
other, and at full Growth, but the Diffe-
rence might plainly be feen by the naked
Eye; and by the fame Rule, that Dif-
terence in the Face or Body, muft pro-
ceed from the different Proportions of
the Bones, Muicles, Veflels or Fibres,
which compofes the whole. "
And Anatomifts I think muft readily
agree, to the many perceptable Diffe-
rences
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rences there are to be found in all Bodies
when diffeCted ; or I queftion whether
“any onecan fay, that he ever did fee a
Scull or Bone exaltly, and every way
like another; and if the Difference be
much in large Objetts, in all probability
there is the fame variation in little Ones ;
altho’ not fo eafily to be feen i And in
this the Almighty Creator of all things,
{eems to have fhewn his moft wonderful
and miraculous Power, by making eve-
ry thing even of the fame Species,todiffer
one from another; and this vaft variety
muft occafion much more Wonder,
Pleafure and Admiration, then to have
had but one thing ; or even for the fame
Species of Creatures, to have been ex-
attly the fame, would have afforded no
great Satisfaction.

Thus the Bodies or Mechanifm of all
Animals when confidered, is furprizing-
ly wonderful! and that of Man may juft-
ly be compar’d to a Machine or Engine,
made up of Solids and Fluids. The
Solids may be compar’d to Columns or
Pillars, Beams, Pullies, Ropes, Sives,
Strainers, Channelsand Cifterns; which

- altogether ferve for the carrying on and
fecerning, or ftraining the Liquids,
Fluids, or Juices. And again, the faid
Fluids by Hydroftatic force or.power

s o AN give
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give motion to the Solids, by which
means fome part or the whole Machine
alts: 11!

The Bones may be accounted the Pil-
lars, or Bafisof this Engine, to which ma-
ny of the Solids are faften’d, and are the
Origine and Infertion, or beginning and
ending of all the Mufcles of the Body.

That the Bloodor: Fluids of Animals,
differs as well as the Solids, feems very
probable’; or the different Proportions
of the Grumous and Serous, or more
glutinous, faltor thin.  Yet whether to
Attribute the different Paflions and In-
clinationsof Body and Mind, tothefe, or
to the folid Strutture of the Body, orto
both, is what I fhall not pretend to de-
termine. o

Yet it feems much more reafonable to
me for its Proceeding from fome fuch
Caufe, then from the firength of any
particular Ideas.

This may in a great meafure be ob-
{erv’d, in the Form or Figure of the crab
Faced, where ill Nature may generally
be feenip the Face; and if we {fometimes
err in that Knowledge, I believe it will
rather be found to proceed from our
want of {tudying that Art fo much, as
fome of the Ancients were ufed todo;
rather then from the uncertainty of that

Rule. , It
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It may likewife be obferv’d, that the
Indians, and thofe of the moft remote
Climates, of an human Form and Dif-
pofition, are much the fame in Temper
and Inclinations, as thofe of that human
Form are with us ; although their com-

‘mon Objeéts or Ideas may not be exa&-

ly the {fame with ours, yet all agree
with us in the fame common Principles
of Reafon, howfoever much we may
differ in Religion, or Metaphyfical

‘Thoughts, owing to Education, Myfte-

ries, or Matters of Faith.

It is faid that the Kiniof' France, hav-
ing fent {fome of his Church Mifliona-
ries, with an Ambafly to the King of
Siam, bid tell him that he wifh’d him
very well ; and as a Demonftration of
his good Wifhes, told, that he had
fent thofe who would inftrut him in
his own Religion (the Chriftian Faith)
which was the only way to Salvation or
future Happinefs, and the greateft
Compliment he coald make him : His
Anfwer was, That he very heartily
thank’d the King of Franee for his good
Wifhes towards him, yet that he could

' not believe, but the great and Om.

nipotent Creator, could have made us all
of one Opinionand Religion, had he
thought fit ; but that it feem’d to be
- B3 hig
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his divine Will and Pleafure, he {hould
be worfhip’d in different Ways and
Manners. Mr. Cowley from Manilius ,
compares Man to a Game at Chafe;

where Kings, Knights and Pawns play
their different Parts: He fays,

And Senfe and Reafon tell (faid I)
Thefe things bave Life, Eleition, Liberty.
I2s their own Wifdom moulds their State,
Their Faults and Virtues make their Fate,
They do, they do, faid ] : bat [traight,
Lo, from my enlightned Eyes the Mifts and
(Shadows fell,
That binder Spirits from being wifible
Andlo I faw two Angels play’d the Mate.
With Man alas’! no other way it proves,
An anfeen band makes all their moves ;
And [ome are greaty and [ome are [mall,
Some climb to good, fome from good Fortune ;
Some wife Men, and [ome fools we call,

Figuresyalas! of Speech,for deftiny plays us all.

But to return from this Digreffion as
before, to the Strulture of the Body ;
it feems neceflarily to follow, that if it
be poflible for two Engines to be ex-
altly the fame, they muft confequently
do one and the fame Offices; or the
pearcr they come in likenefs to one ano-

ther

What €’er thefe [eem, what e'er Philofophy, }

:
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ther; the nearer they will perform, and
the {%reater the difproportion, the more
muft the Difference in the Performance
“of their Offices be.

The fame then may reafonably be
faid of all Animals, and confequently
of human Creatures; fo that Men
and Women (as well as other Crea-
tures) fuch as Brothers and Sifters, ¢-.
who come neareft in likgnefs to one ano-
ther, are generally near in Temper.

I know it may be objefted, that
this Rule does not always hold; but it’s
probable they may Miftake, from not
confidering it rightly. As for Example,
If two who feem to be like to one ano-
ther, are not however near in Temper,
altho’ like in Face, may be very different
in their Bodies, each part of which dif-
fers as much asa Face'; but altho’ €’en
like in Body too, yet the Form of the
Head or Brain, which is the principle
part to be notic’d, may be very much
different. On this occafion the common
Saying may well be applyed; He is a
Fool; has got a knock in the Cradle, that
1s, by a Stroak or Blow when young;
has made a Depreffion of the Cranium
or Scull ; fo as in fome meafure to al-
ter the Form and Figure of the Brain,

which hath made him a Changling.
i el We
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We find this confirm’d likewife in,
People come to Years, where they have
received a great Wound in the Head,
or Depreflion of the Scull; they after- -
wards inclined to be crazie, efpecially
whén the Brain has been any way
touch’d or affeCted. e

~And this Simplicity or Foolifhnefs is.
often times very obfervable in the Face,
and from thence we may very often judge
of the Paffions and Inclinations of the
Mind. | A

There is in the Eaft-Indies a Tygerifh-
faced fort of Elephant, eafily known by
the Indians who catch them ; whichare
never brought to be tame or docil as
the other Kind are, It may likewife be
obferv’d, that our Wifdom or Capacity
increafes with the Organs, and often-
times al{o decreafes with them.

Or needs it feem firange, if two ofa
Temper, as Brothers and Sifters do not
agree, finceif both Paffionate, it is im-
poffible they {hould. L R

Mr. Collier in his Hifforical Ditionary,
givesan Account of two French Counts,
who were Brothers ; and fo very like to
ong another, that it was {carce poffible to
tell the one from the other ; and were as
tike in Temper, Nature, and Conftitu-
tion, fo that when the one was fick, the

' other
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. other was {o too, and were very much
. oneand the {amein their Defires and In-
t}lén&tions . He alfo Reports, that theone
&yfihg at Home in the South of France,
when at thefametime theother being at
Rome in Italy, waslikewifefeiz’d with a vi-
olentFever (of which the Brother dyed)
but although in the fame Diftemper,
and was at the Point of Death, yet re-
¢overed ; which might partly be owing
(though not very perceptably different)
to the Strutture of the Solids, and
Fluids of his Body, and partly to the
Difference of the Air and Aliment,
which in time likewife may make an
Alteration of the whole. |
Several Inftances of this Nature
might be given, but {hall only add one
more, to my own Knowledge: Which
1s of two Brothers (Twins) yet alive,
~who were fo very like to one another,
that few could diftinguith them, but
their Parents. A Gentleman, or Friend
of theirs coming to fee them, told the
Parents over Night, that he would lay
a Wager certainly to diftinguifh the
two .Brothers next Morning; and the
Mark he had to know them by, was
that the one had fhed a Tooth that
Evening, but the Gentleman tohis great
Surprife, next Morning found that both
o the
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tﬁe one and the other, wantedaToothin
the {fame Place, for the fecond had caft
his alfo that Night, {o that he could not
tell which was which. This and many
fuch like Inftances, might be brought
to prove that the nearer the Machines
or Bodies comes in likenefs to on¢ ano-
ther, the nearer will their Operations
be, and if exally and eyery way alike,
igey muft be one and the fame n their

atures; and although the one fhould
judge with byafs’d Ideas, by the Preju-
dice of Education, and the other with
tight ones, yet the Juftnefs of their
T%lought and Imagination muft be the
fame, - - |
Norcan it be alledg’d, that one Bo-
dy differs only from another, in bignefs
or {mallnefs, but every the moft mi-
nute Part {eems to have fomething dif-.
ferent in its Form ; as may be feen by
Bones, and comparing the moft minute
Parts together : For if otherwife we
fhould all be exaltly and juftly propor-
tion’d one to another, only differing in
bignefs and {mallnefs.

‘The Difference of the Inclinations,
Paflions, Wifdom and Folly, feems to
be owing to the different Figures or
Form of the human Body or Brain.

| And



3

With the Organization. 11

. { :
And although its true, Cuftom * may * It may
have fome Effe, yet not to be com- )y Hi

pared to the other. As likewife thatther Cu-

[

the Difference of our Opinions and Rea- ’l}gf‘a‘;‘tg
fonings, mayin a great meafure be owingehe So-
to that as well as to our Ideas; for flifS_gﬂd
all or any of our Senfes differs in any ;e oo
way from that of our Neighbours, the ganiza-
fame Senfe will in fome Meafure convey 0"
tous adifferent Notion, Impreffion, or

Idea, of the external Objett.

- That this is fo, feems not only plain

from what I have advanced before of the
variety of Form inall things, but likewife

that it cannot; T think, but be obvious to

every one, that we do after this man-

ner (in fome meafure) receive different
Impreflions from all Obje&s; for who

can fay that he has the fame Tafte in

eating or drinking that his Neighbour

has, for one Man likes one thing, the
other another thing, and although both

may agree it to be fweet or fower, yet

it is probable that the one may tafte it

more {weet or more fower than the
other ; and this cannot proceed from

the different Figures of external things,

but from the different Figuration of

the Organs, or the papille pyramidales of

the Tongue, -

We
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We fee the fame Difference feems to
-beinSounds, onelikes one Tune, another
Jome other Tune, or if both agree in
- one, the one {hall be more affeCted with
it, or like it better than the other.
 The fame may be faid of the Eyes,
and other Senfes, and may'be proved
thus according to the firft Suppofition :
Ifthe Convexeties or Mediums of the
Eye bedifferent, the refrattion of Rays
of the Obje&, muft be {o too, and con-
fequently the Objet muft make a diffe-
rent Impreffion.

- Or fome particular Mediums or Bo-
dies, being only capable of receiving
fuch particular Rays, as red, or blue,
muft as they more or lefs differ, admit
of more or lefs of thofe different Rays,
and confequently make various Appear-
ances by means of a Difference in the
Mediums or Humours of the Eye.

- As this then muft neceffarily make
various Ideas, or Impreflions in human
Creatures, fo the Difterence will ftill be
areater as the Creature, or Organization
differs, that 15, by the former Rule,
Obijetts will in fome Meafure be more
differently reprefented to a Horfe, ot
Fifh, from their different Form and
Structure of the Eye and Brain, than to
auman Creatures, &
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- So after the fame manner the more
human Creatures differ one from ano-
ther,. the more different will their Ideas,
or Impreflions be. BN U A

- 'From hence then it will appear, that

all the Ideas we have in fome Degree,
vary one from another, although, they
come {o very near to one another, that
we are not capable of exprefling the
Difference by Words. s
- Tis true, that this different Figura«
tion of the Eye, will only make the Qb=
ject to appear bigger or {maller, or of a
deeper or lighter Colour.
- Yet this with the different Form or
Figuration of the Brain, (no doubt)
muft occafion different Impreffions upon
the Organization ; altho’ mnot to make
fuchran expreflable Difference, yet it is
very 'probable, that ‘this' fame Diffe-
rence ‘of Impreffions, upon that diffe-
rent Organization of the Brain, may in

fions and Inclinations of the Body or
Mind, and may very much contribute

lid Structure, or form of the Body, as
alfo of the Blood, or Fluids, may be
call’d that Difference of Temper. And
this with Intereft and Education, may
' : probably

to the Difference of Opinion in reafon-
ing.  So that this Variation of the {o-~

13

a great meafure, excite the various Paf- -
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probably be faid to be the great Caufes
of thofe many Difagreements, we focom-
monly find betwixt Man and Man.

~ Agreement then, or being of the
fame Opinion, feems to be nothing elfe
but a near Likenefs of the Idea, or Re-
%Jre{'entatioxi of the Objeft, and is fo
ike, that the Difference is not eafily to
be exprefled, unlefs Intereft is ingag:l]j
which immediately makes a vaft Dif-
proportion, and may occafion much
greater Differences, in their Diftincti-
ons, Definitions, or Opinons.

Thus then the generality of the
World, or fuch a Nation, or Commu-
nity of People, call a thing good or bad,
becaufe every one finds it fo for himfelf
and Community; and he who iscontra«
r‘})lr to this common Rule or Axiom, is
thrown out as an out-law, and is called a
Fool or Knave, being an Enemy to the
common Good.

Although all this Agreement does
no way argue, but that every one of
that Community, have in fome Degree,
different Notions of good and evil, or
{ees the Colour of that red or blue, dif-
ferently, or more red, or more blue, as
is faid before. Neither ought I think
this Opinion to be any way thought
contrary to the Chriftian, or reveal’d

. r REIigLUH,
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Religion, which comes by divine Re-
velation being matters of Faith, which,
.muft beallowed to bea Gift from God,
of which fome have more, fome Iefs,
a(:{;qrdi,ﬁ a;?us divine Will is pleas’d to
beftow that Bleffing.
It may not be improper to take Nos
tice of the Limner’s Obfervations of the
juft Proportions of human Creatures, as
eight Faces make the Length of a righg
proportion’d Body, although nine ac-
cording to the Grecians three Nofes the
length of the Face ; the external Angle,
or Corner of the Eye c;gpﬂﬁte to the
upper Part of the Ear, the fame as the
Mouth to the lower Part of it; the
Arms extended the length of the Bo-
dy, & |
~ Ihave often faid to a certain Gentle-
man in copying of a Face, that if he or
any other fhould f{till copy their laft Co-
py for a hundred or a thoufand times
together, the laft would {carce have any
Refemblance at all of the firft, althg’
they differ’d but very infenfibly the one
from the other, which infenfibly fhews
the vaft Variation of things, and Incapa.
city of making any two things exaltly
the fame. Copper Plates we fee differ
‘after the fame manner, for the firft caft
off will be very different from the thou-
. {fandth
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fandth Copy, by the Copper wearing at
every timesYcaﬁitfng- off. ¥ havealready
faid that there are not any ‘two things,
or Creatures exatly the fame, and that
all the Obje&ts we have will in fome
Meafure appear differently to us, accor-
ding to our Organization; from which
we may eafily perceive, the Difle-
rence that muft neceflarily follow in
our Ideas of all things that are commu-
nicate by the Senfes; fo that the Que-
ftion wil?be, whether there be any thing
(excepting reveal’d Religion) which is
not communicate that way. N

It feems plain, there are not any but
what are communicate by the Senfes,
and thofe who doubt of it, ‘T fhall re-
commend them to read Mr. Locke’s firft
Book in his Human Underftanding, alto-
gether of innate Ideas, and proves it bet-
ter than Ariffotle, or any of the ancient
Philofophers, thatall ourIdeasor Know-
ledge muft come from Experience, or
Obfervation.

And as I have taken notice that eve-
thing in the Univerfe (in fome mea-
ure)-differs one from another, {o every
one of the Senfes, and even as much e-
very particular Part of the Body, fo by
the fame Reafon the Ideas of every par-
ticular Man, -differs as much one from
i another,
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another; and that no doubt is the caufe
of that Clearnefs of Judgment and Rea-
fon, in one Man above another, and
here Mr. Locke feems to have been ver

much wanting. Nor can the moft

juft or exact Ideas, ever make a Man
judge right, without a right Formation
of the Organs; the Juftnefs of which,
with the right State of the Fluids, is
that which capacitates the Soul to a&,
and nicely to diftinguifh one thing from
another.

 Thus as I have {aid, Mr: Locke proves,
that we can have no Knowledge further
than what we havefrom Ideas, yet fayshe,
there are fomewho cannotearry a Train
of Confequences in their Heads, or

weigh Proofs or Teftimonies rightly, that”
there is great Difference in Mens Un-

derftandings, and that we may without
Injury to Mankind, affirm there is a
greater Difference between {fome Men
and others in this re{'peét, than between
fome Men and fome Beafts. But fays
'he, how this comes about is a Specula-
tion, altho’ of great Confequence, yet

not neceffary to our prefent Purpofe.
However, I muft own that if he did
know it, it was (I think) as certain and
neceflarya thing as any in his Book; but
he feems to have been carried in fuch a
C very

+
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very metaphyfical Strain, as to have
thought of nothing elfe; and although
he svould appear to be very much
againit that way of Writing, yet is very
unluckily fallen into the fame Error him-
{elf, and probably to thehigheft Degree.
- Neverthelefs, as I fay, this clearnefs
of Judgment, is in a great meafure ow-
ing to the StruCture or Form of the Or-
aans, or Solids and Fluids of the Body,
although no doubt f{ometimes want
of Ideasin fuch a way, or not think-
ing enough on them, may fometimes
hinder us trom judging fo nicely, or the
Ef’ii:dﬁs of our Judgment may not be fo
ood.
?- Thus that Difference of Opinion in
A Man things certain, feems to proceed from
may be nothing elfe, but either a Defet in the
convin- . Afferter. of an Opinion, in not explain-
Pride oring or defining the thing he afferts right-
Intereft ]y, or in clear and plain Terms; other-
o ot wife muft be a Defe& in the Organiza-
to yield. #70 of ome or t’other, or the judging by
bad Inftruments, or wrong and byafs’d
Ideas.
Words no doubt properly fignifie the
Ideas in mens Minds, and as Mr. Lock
very well obferves, Men commonly
fuppofe their Words to be marks of
Ideas in the Minds of other Men with

whom
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‘whom they communicate, and ftand
not to examine whether their Ideas, and
thofe of others be the {ame, but think
it enough they ufe the Word in the com-
mon Acceptation of that Language, and
fuppofe them to ftand for the reality of
things. - And this Want of examining
~ precifely the Signification of Words,
‘makes us {o often, and isthe great Occa-
fion of our fo many Difputes and Quar-
rels. - As likewife that there are many
Faults in the Languages themfelves, yet
I believe oftner proceeds from our Negli-
gencein the ufe of Words, or ufing them
without clear and diftinét Ideas; or as
the aforefaid Author fays, ufing them
rather as Signs without any thing figni-
fied, as thofe introduced eitherby Sets
of Philofophy or Religion, out of fome
Affe@ation orSingularity, orto fupport
fome ftrange Opinion, or to cover a
Weaknefs of an ‘Hypothefis.  And if
well examined - will be found inconfi-
{tent or infignificant Terms, and com-
monly ufed by Schoolmen and Meta-
phyficians, or the ufing Words without
any’ diftinét' Meaning, all which can
make up hothing but Confufion, Noife,

Nonfence and Jargon. = =
“ For every thing which is' indifputably
allow’d by Mankind, may’ be made
He C 2 Plaiﬂ.

15
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plain to the meaneft Capacity; provi-
ding there be not a Vitiation of the
Solids or Fluids of the Body.' «For moft
of the Difputes in Schools, with their
Diftinétions and Definitions, when they
are not allowed of by all the World,
or when difputable, feemsfome way un-
certain, and confequently better let
alone than troubled with ; or need we fa-
tigueour felvesabout underftanding thofe
things whichare fodifputable, and cannot
be brought to a Certainty, and had pro-
bably been happy for Chriftians, had
they gone no further, from the Begin-

ning.. e RS 10i)
Natural and experimental Philofo-
phy the meaneft Capacity is capable of,
if as I have faid, the Body or Organiza-
tion be perfett; all other Philofophy
feems uncertain, (and if {o) does more
harm than good, becaufe oftentimes
takes thofe Uncertainties, for certain.
Mr. Locke fuppofes the Mind to be
atr firft as white Paper, void of all
Charaters, and that all our Materials,
Inftruments, Ideas, or Stamps, are al-
together owing to Experience and Ob-
fervation and muft, fays he, be either
trom external material Things, as the
Objelts of Senfation; or from the Ope-
rations of our Mind, ‘as the Objelts of
- Reflettion ;



With the Organization.

Refletion ; thefe, fays he, are the Ori-
ginal, or the Beginning of all our Ideas.
‘Nor that' the Underftanding has the
lealt Glimmering of Ideas, which it
doth not receive from one of thefe two
Sources, and will find 'thefe to make up
out'whole Stock of Tdeas, and can have
nothing in° our Minds which did not
cotie that Way : He 'likewife adds,
that the Powers of Subftances, makes up
a great’ Part of our Enquiries, and our
Knowledge of them reaches no farther
than “Experience; fince they confift in
a Textureand Motion of Parts, which
we ‘cannot . difcover; and the Faculties
we have, will never be able to carry our
general Knowledge much farther in this
Part, and Experience is that which (in

21

this Part): we muft depend upon, and

awere to be' wifl’d, *fays he, it were
more improved : We cannot be {enfible
how ‘advantageous the generous Pains
of fome Men has been, and how much
their great Induftry in this, has ad-
ded to the Stock of matural Know-
ledge. Butalas! how little taken No-
tice of, rewarded, or regarded by the
Publick. | i

- However, Wifdom, or the Underflap-
ding 1t {elf, is not, T think, even by this
means capable of being any Way made
RS C 3 better
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better or worfe, but only by an Altera-
tion of the Solids or Fluids of the Body;
for the various Objects and Ideas we re-
ceive, only ferve as Inftruments for the
better conveying of our Judgment to
others, or to make us more capable of
thinking, or judging of a greater Varie-
ty of Things, or in fud% a particular
‘Way, Science, or Trade, ‘Thus then
a Man of Learning, and one of no
Learning, if equally proportion’d in the
Solids and Fluids of the Body, or exa&-
ly the fame (if that were poffible) are
equally wife, underftanding, or judici-
ous, only that the firft has greater Em-
bellifhments of Art, or handfomer and
more convenient Inftruments, by which
he more neatly and modifhly conveys, or
gives his Judgment to another: or hasa
greater Number of Ideas the better to
fit him for fuch, or fuch a Way, Sci-
ence, or Trade; and this is effeem’d ac-
cording to the Times, Fafhion, Place, or
COuntay. .. 4 i 3 |

Nor can it be faid that'a Man is lefs
wife, or reafonable by his judging with
wrong or byafs’d Ideas, which he has
receved by the Prejudice of Education,
from Parent, or Mafter, fince if thefe
things by them, are laid down for Cer-
tanucs, he judges accordingly, and yet

;_W’ﬂﬂma
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Wifdom, or the Underflanding in it felf,
orin him, will ftill be found to be"the
fame, ‘even as much as if he judgedwith
right Ideas, although the Eifects of the
firft Judgment cannot be faid to be'fo
good. Nor are Languages any way
more capable of bettering the Judg-
ment, Wifdom, or Underftanding, fince
at beft, can make nothing but Inftrii-
ments, and perhaps very frequently does
more Prejudice than Good ; for it often
diverts Men, in’ only thinking, or ca-
velling about Words, whereas that
Wifdon, or Reafor might be employ’d
to better Purpofe. = .

This we plainly fee, for Pedants and
Schoolmafters, are not Men of the
greateft Senfe, nor can we fay, that the
moft profoundly learned Man, is any
way more wife than he who has none,
or can be faid to be nothing but as a
Science, Art, or Trade he has ferv’d
his Time to, by which according to
Mode of the Place (where he has
learn’d) he may be faid to convey his
Thoughts more handfomly, and would
have been juft as wife, had he been put to
making of Shoes, only that he could not
have exprefled himfelf fo modifhly, or
would not havehad {o many Ideas of dif-

ferent Sciences, Subjelts, or Trades,to
C 4 have
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| hﬁv_c talk’d upon ; of which more here-~
atter, ot ad 13383
 And this Wifdom 1 think may very
much be feen, in the prudent Condutt
and . Management  of Life, and human
Affairs ; which is. not however to get
rich, fince there is often as much For-
tune, and evil Management in that as
any thing. Or fhould one or the other
Yearn Turkifb, Indian, or Hottontor Lan-
guage ; their Senfe, Wifdom, ot Under-
SManding would there appear to be.equal-
ly the fame,.i.. oW v anads o
- Nor can we deny the Tarks and Femws
to be as wife, reafonable; or judicious
as our felves (although without Faith,
which is- a Gift from God) fince our
Arts  and Sciences are nﬂt_hiqg but
as Trades to be learned, which cannot
add one Grain, or any way better Wif-
domz, or the Underftanding. 54
- Yetit’scertain, that what iscommeonly
taught at the Univer[ity, fuch as Logick,
the common Philofophy, Metaphyficks,
with great parts of other Sciences, ‘may
with their bombaft Wordsand Terms, be
faid to have made up 3 particular fort of
Dialeét, orgibbrifh Language, in which
thefe Students fpeak, and doubt of all
Mens Underftanding who do not talk
i that Way. B9 3y
] Nor
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- Nor can Language, Hiftory, or Ex-
perience be faid any way to better, or
add to Wifdom, or the Undesflanding;
thefe ferving only asa greater Number
of Ideas, or Inftruments; by which we
may more capably, quickly, or hand-
fomely receive, or underftand .the
Meaning and ‘Thoughts of another Per-
fon; or the Circumftances of an Affair
(or infinuate the like to another) in fuch
a Way, or in fuch a particular Science,
Trade, Art, or Bufinefs. - _
- For his Underftanding or. Wifdom, will
flill be the fame, if he has none of thefe ;
and if there can but Inftruments or
Ideas be found, rightly and juftly to
convey the Thought to him, will make
it to appear by his Determination. But if
the ‘Organization be wrong; that is a
Chang 111%, or any way %ﬂaﬁﬁl from
that Caufe, all the Ideas in the World
will never make him wife. - VG
- Mr. Locke very well obferves, That
moft of the Wranglings and Difputes,
‘we have with one another, arefrom the
not rightly conveying of our Thoughts;
or juftly underftanding ene anothers
Meaning. Nor fays he, can the affected,
ambiguous, or obfcure Terms, be of
any greater Ufe ; fuch as the Peripatic
and other Philofophers made ufe of, fo

M

25
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as to confound their ordinary Meaning ;
and this admir’d Art- of difputing fays
our Author, hath added much to the
natural  ImperfeCtion of Tanguages;
whilft it has been made ufe of, and fitted
rather to perplex the régl Signification of
Words, ‘then to diftover the Knowledge
and Troth' of things: Or 'he who exa-
mins thofe leatned Writings, will find
the Wotds there much® more obfcure;
uficertain, ‘4nd undetetmin’d in théir
Meaning, then they are in ordinary
Conver{ation. = Befides fays-he, we of-
ten take Words for real’Things; as ab-
horrence of wacuum, &¢. < Thofe efpe~
cially who confine their Thoughts ta
Syftems and Hypothelis = By which they
perfuade themfelves; that the Terms of
tl;at Se&-a_r;gex;ell ﬁﬂtfig’t ;ﬁt} the n{?turg.
of things, that they pertectly correfpond
with g&ir real egxifte;lé'e,y ‘N orPoegn:'
any of thefe in the leaft fignify to the
improvement , or -perfeftionating” of
{upernatural “"Thoughts, ' which '1s° a
Gift from God to the meaneft Capa-
cities. And may be a queftion, whether
it were not better, the Definitions and’
Diftin&tions of fupernatural Beings. e¢fr.
Or thofe things which Mankind do
not agree in, were let alone, fince in-
comprehenfible ; nor can there be any
comparifon
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comparifoft betwixt Time and Eternity,
ormaterial and immaterial Beings,
~~One might as well compare, or en-
deavour to give a Notion of nothing, by
the fmalleft Objeét; infaying nothing is
yet a great deal {maller, than that by
which we muft {till retain'the Notion of
an Objelt, or fomething’; although to
what fmallnefs foever we can conceive
it. It had probably been happy for
Mankind, efpecially * Chriftians ; that+ o,
they had not enter’d into-thofe Defini- have we
tioas which has made fo many Divifi- 20 found
ons ; nor perhaps need we go fartherous Dir-
then the meaneit Capacity is capable ofputes
jidging. ~ Since all other Definitions g ang
and Difputes, moftly proceeds from the defended
Ambition or Intereft of the Impofer orggg"tfn’ihc

' ning of

' 1 have already {hewn the ufe of Pinstie
e, Hiftory and Philofophy, which ;g ma,
E rve only ¥ {ay, to make a greater va- probably
riety of Ideas, or Inftruments, by which o9rinue
we are more capable of receiving theend with.
Thoughts of others ; as alfo the making ou¢ ever
othersreceive ours fomuch the better, on gigeg.
fuch particular Subjeéts, Sciences or
H'rades.: - |
The next thing I fhall put in Quefti
~on is, whether the dead Languages, and
- Hypothetical Philofophy are {uch juil
i L Ideas,
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Ideas, or fo ufeful to our|Reafon rand
Judgment, a5 the living Languages, and |
various Cultoms of Place and l’Cﬂl.lﬂﬁIl:E |
with experimental Philofophy,: - Icthi

none can deny but that.the laster deems
to make the trueft and moft: ufeful
Ideas, or Inftruments, being the' moft
certain ; fo that. although Wifdom or
the Under[tanding- is fill the fame; yet
by the firft Education may be byafs’d in
his judging, or give Judgment, accof-
ding to thofe wrong 1deas; whereas the
Jatter being mﬁq. judges rightly. = o1
~This I think{may be confirm’d ‘by
many inftances; both ‘modern and an-
cient; as for. Example; fome of the
wifeft, moft ingenious, and moft politick
Men, we have not found to be the moft
profoundly learn’d, or Mafters of that
univerfal Learning fo much -efteem’d
amongft us; not to name' the more
ancient, or thofeof the more remote
Climates ; let us but confider this pre-
fent  King of France;  Mazerine Colbert,
Oliver Cromwell; Duke of ‘Rothes, Shake-
[pear, Fohnfor, Butler, D’Avenant; and
‘and may be a_very great Queftion,
whether the former might have appear’d
{o great in Politicks or Knowledge of
Men, or the World, had their Educati=
on been more hookifh ; fince I thinl]\j;/[no

all
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Man can fay, he ever fe€ a very: ftudi-
ous, or very learned Man fcarce toknow,
orfit to live in theWorld, unlefs hecome
to throw it (ina great meafure) afidey
oriis it poflible it can be otherwife, fince
the Bent of a Man’s Thoughts carnot
'un to any Perfeftion but one way ; for
fchis Applications be divided, what he
zets one way, he lofes the other; exce-
oting in thofe ftudies which have an Af-
ity ‘or help one another, of which
nore hereafter.

Many have been pleas’d to fay, that
King Fames 6th, or 1ft of England, was
atter to have wore the Gown, then the
.oyal Robes, or would have made a
petter School-Maiter then a King, pro-
hably very much owing to his Gover-
Nov Buchanan, 1t is reported of Heary
the 4th of Framce, a Prince of a great

\. eard of King Fames’s being made King
! e, 'it-is too good a Bit for a Pedant.

| Nor can we pretend that any of the
inoft learn’d in Languages, have gone

i

briginal Tongues ; or indeed, who
.. as writ better then David, or Solomon,
.+alfo many others, who cannot be
| Bt faid

1
r ‘
|
1

feal of Life’ and Spirit ; when he firft

f England, Mafoy (dit ill) Jeft untrop
oon Meauresu pour un Pedant ; faith fays’

beyond the Primitive Fathers in their

29
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faid to have been Infpir’d, or ever e/
ceiv’d the Chriftian Faith. 15 20
- 'The Grecians and Romans always wrif
in their original Tongues, the latter 6f
which went to Egypt and Greece, tolearn
the Language, or Cuftoms of the Place
(without ftudying the dead Tongues)
? zwe may go to Framce, Hollandy 'Oﬁ
taly. s 5 - THORL L |

IgT everthelefs, the Greek and Latiny is

more neceffary to us, whofe Laws,

Phyfick and Divinity, fomuch depend

upon thofe Authors. B

- Yet I think it cannot. be faid, ot al-

ledg’d, that thefe adds one Grain tod

Wifdom, Reafon, or Human Underftan-

ding; and wereit poffible to make a jufk:

full, and exact Tranflation, his Judgment
of it muft be the fame; whether with,
or without the Language. From th

then, and fuch like Confiderations, I

conceive, that the greateft Perfeftion o

Wifdom, or the Underflanding, is abfo-

lutely depending upon the Perfettion of’

the Organization, or exaltnefsof the Hu-
man Proportion (efpecially the Brain)
or the good Form of the Solids and

Fluids of the Body. S o

For it is evident, that no part of the

Body, feems fo much to affect our Rea-

{fon, or Wifdom, as the Head and Brainj

being
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being well or ill form’d, which is the
Principle ; together with the Fluids
being in a proper State. =

- For this feems to be the more noble
part of the Body, the Seat of all the
Senfes ; the Seaforium commune, and chief
Seat of Wifdom and Reafon, or the
Underftanding. -

. It may not be improper, I here en-
deavour to givie my Opinion, of what
we commonly call Simplicity, Folly, or
Madnefs, from a Vitiation of the 8olids
or Fluids. I underftand it to be either
natural or accidental ; the firft is no
doubt a Fault inthe Organizationfromthe
Birth, or before. For it may no doubt
{fuffer a wrong Modellation, Preflure,
or Vitiation, as well before Born (and
probable eafier then) asafter. And we
may very well obferve, I fay, how
much great Wounds of the Head, af-
feCting the Brains, Depreflions of the
Scull, or Knocks inthe Cradle; affe&
our Reafon, Wildom or Judgment.

- As to the accidental Madnefs, it feems
{to be a Vitiation and irregular Motion
of the Fluids, which probably proceeds
from an Obftrution, or want of a due
cretion of fome particular Glands,

hich will necf:{-{fr.su'iﬁ,ra occafion the too
uch in others; and that nodoubt fiviﬂ
alter

4t
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alter the Nature, and regular Courfe
of the Fluids; and confequently occafi-
on Diftortion or Diforder, in the folid
StruCture or Form of the Brain. &w.
'The Cure of this then muft be Evacua-
tions,and fuch Medicines as either affets
all the Glands of the Body; or in parti-
cular thofeobftruéted Glands whichmay
either occafion an univerfal, or that
particular Secretion; {o as again to
bring the Fluids to the proper State, or
as at firft. By which the more Solid
Parts, or diftorted and dilated, or
widen’d Canals, Channels or Duéls,
will contract as before ; unlefs of a very
old and long ftanding; where the ob-
ftru&ted Glands will not yield to the!
Power of Medicines, nor the fo much
widen’d Canals, again, to contraét them-
themfelves, which makes Madnefs of {o
long a ftanding incurable.

~ And thofe who become delirious by
Depreflion or Fratture of the Scull, or
by-extravafted Blood lying upon the Me-
ninges or Brain, are cured by the Tre.
pan ; by which means the Obftrution;

Load, or Preflure is taken away.
Having thus thenconfider’d the Nature
and Caufe of what we call Madnefs,
and that there are not any two things in.
the Univerfe, equally and exa&iy the.
ame ;
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fame ; and confequently the parts of the
Body or Brain, of every one differs as
mu_cﬁ,frox_n; another., as the Head or
Face ; which difference of Parts will be
more perceptable, to the more nice.and
obferving Anatomift thieri to others. '~
.. According then to_this principle part
of the Bodies, being better or worle
form’d ;. together with the right ftate of
the Fluids, (which proceeds much from
the good Formation of the Solid Parts)
ithe great caufe of our different. Inclina-
tionsand Paffions, {olikewife+ Wifdom, + Or
eafon; or.the Underftanding, R,

TN T 2 s P = thing
found by this to be _bettet or worfe, form’d,
LS i ] §E3 I ? .‘.'_'. = 2 Y5 ; rcl‘ftﬂ
jmore or lefs. perfeft ; for how cina Rve,

:fitzlnﬁrziimqnt? any more then the dif- ic, why
an O

ferent Pipes, of an Organ, can play all 11ic'e
he fame Notes. Or probably the Soul chus?
;may be compar’d to the Organift, who
plays better, or worfe, according to' the
FORNEREIE Ll cit of Urgatl, |
1o, And chus if che Mediutns of Hnmoiars
.of the Eye, be more o lefs convey, or
Apierical,, the Objects muft riecellarily
SARPYAL Fohe greater -0t fimeller,. acc.
sding to, that Convexety ; would it not
sbethen yery: ridiculous, for ary one to
‘be angry, that the oné Man eannor
Aee i:}i'ef'jdﬁue’& fo bi% as his Neigh-

O bour’;
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make Creatures to judge or reafon in

- that irregular Manner. None then but
_thofe 1who are as mad, or more then

they, can be angry if they do not rea-

fon juitly ; and it muft furely be a
~great deal of Vanity and Pride in any

Man to {uppofe his own Judgment to be

‘the Standard forall other Men, or thefe

will. be often found to be the greateft
Fools, of which we have but too many.

.. But. let us here confider the true
Effets of Wifdom, and juft Reafoning ?

1t feems.to be that which tends to the
univerfal-benefit of .the Creation, and’

« since . human Society, of which our felvesare
we can in? part.;, gﬁd.'all ﬂlg} Cpmmandrhe_,ﬁt's. or
po way Infticutions of the *Almighty feem to be
vieeate to that End : and what is oppofite to
o him, this,whether by the more unnatural For-
his Rules Mation in theWomb, or fome accidental
and O:- Caufe thereafter, may juftly I think be
dinations callP’d.Diftrattion, Folly or Madnefs;
our Be- yet if proceeding from bad Inftruments,
nefit.  or wrong and byafs’d Ideas, by Miftake
or Prejudice of Education is not.to be

AT il S e
- It may not be amifs likewife, to take

%otice,. that this wrong Formation or
Diftortion.of the Brain, in {fome meafure
is communicate to the Face,which feems

to be the Index, or by which we may

: e ~ partly

L T
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partly know fomething of the Wifdom,
or Folly of the Perfon, efpecially when
very notably different, either one way,
or theother; as the Face of a Chang-
ling is eafie to be diftinguifh’d from that
of a Man of good Senfe or Reafon,
and that Simplicity, or Foolifhnefs is
plainly to be feen ; fo likewife the Eyes
and Face of one in a Muannia, or the
Madman, are eafily to be diftin-
guifl’d. | .

~ To this I fhall add, that as the Brains
of all Creatures, differ onefromanather,
as much as every other part of the Bo-
dy, or every other {imilar thing in the
Creation ; muft neceflarily occafion as
much Difference in their Natures, Wif-
dom, or Judgment, as the Difference of
thefe parts are, {o thatit will neceflarily
follow, that from the Organization or
Formation of Parts, or Diférence in the
Solids and Fluids of the Body, The
Temper, Natures, Paffions, Wifdom,
Reafoning, and Judgment will be as
‘various, which with good or bad Ideas
will accordingly appear to be more or
lefs. * Nor from hence is it to be argued,
but that all wife Men do agree in the
great and fundamental Rules of Reafon
and Morality, which all muft vifibly fee
tends to the univerfal Benefic of the
B3 Creation,

37
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Creation, or human Society, aF‘ w‘hieh
gvery one isa Member. - -

And yet altho’-they all agﬁae m that,
theref muft no doubt be fome Differences,
though inexpreflable in their Thnughts,
or Conception of Things ; for as the firft
and fecond Prints of a Figure, thatare
caftoffy may be faid to be ‘the famé yet

no, doubt. differs ; which we. wlll per-
qeiitﬁ when the thbufandth is caft off.

And thus I fay, although the genera-
lity ar the Wife, equally or well fornvd,
do ag* ree in that general Rule ; yet thﬁl’e
will {1l be fome whofe wrong Forma-
gion, will nevet allow them to agree,

or - are Excéptions from that RuI&.
M. Pope very well fays, | 3

Its Bith 0ar Sfﬂdgmm*f, as our watches

. (none,
G{?ﬁ jfﬂ_’ﬂ m’zie, jer fm:b .?'-afm &el:em bis

{a Wi,

[—Jera mrg,ht hkﬁwxi‘e be a{ided , the
paawledge of the different Tempera-
mentsor Natures of more inferior Ani-
‘mals-from theix Form: fuch as the in-
nocence and mildaefs of the Pove and
Lamby, the {rieadly and fagacious Tem-
per afithe Dogland  Forfe, the cunning

: _Gi tht ﬁpf*} tha ﬁerc&neﬁ of the ’Lmﬂt,
t @
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the Cr uelty of the Crocodile, Tiger and

' %@@Qr ‘i’ &(-:'

.~And no doubt, werewe to ftudy Ply-
_ffgprq)r more,as the Arabians and Antients
ifed to do,- it. might be a ver IR
Ip igfi_ us, in the E&tte} Knowledge of
Men, fo very meceffary for every one in
. Its true, that this Rule of obferving
by the Face, s faid o be. falacious, and
does not always hold good; yer I am
apt tothink, it may. rather be our De-
fect in not underftanding it rightly ; for
although a Man may haye a rough or
ngly like Face at firflt View, and yet of a
fweet Temper ; it is probable that when
W€ come to examine it more narrowly,
we may find fomething of an Agreeable-
pefs 1n'it., The fame may be faid of
fome beautiful Faces, who are never-
thelefs very peevifh, -of evil temper’d ;
but if we come to examinc thofe Fea-
furcs sars: ftrictly. (if not paffignately
. Loye) we may probably find fome-
thing Tyguifh or Viperifh, 1in the }af?cgks
orf Tracts. .. Mr. Cowley, in his aﬁl CL1p-
tion of Saul’s two Daughters, aftcr ha-
ving admirably defcrib’d their Beauty,
Colour and Featurcs, he fays,

D) 4. Lyom

39
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 From Merab’s Ejes, fierce and quick Light-

(mings came,

From Michal’s the Suns mild, yet aitive
' | ; o 914 ]  Flame
Merab’s long Hair was gloffy Chefnus
i b O ST  (brown,

Treffes of paleft Gold did Michal Crown.
Such was their outward Form, and one mf;gb;
Ryt 2o o | ' (fin
A Difference not unlike it in the Mind: i
Merab, with .:m@ Majefty and State,
Bore high the Advantage of her Worth and
ool e o | (T 11500 (Faves
Such humble Sweetnefs, did fofi Michal

| | .
Tlrat none who reach fo highy er floop’d ﬁ;
! % 03 S0

The Eyes by fome are call'd the
Windows of the Soul, and very much
may Befp;diged from themof thel}iﬂ"er‘ent |
Paflions of ‘the Mind ; for which the
moft wife and cunning Courtiers, or
other Mé¢n, are never willing to look
direitly, - when they would not that
their Paffions or Inclinations fhould be
difcover’d. Mrs. 4. Behn fays, i

Let my Eyes tell you of my Heat
1;: Jory 5, for Wori: too Dfisfm;e.

And

g
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"~ And Mr. Covley fays, in  Michal’s
Love to David.

Soon [be perceived, [carce cari: Love hﬁdi_&q
From any Sighty much lefs the loving E}ef"

We find that dumb Peaple, come to
a much greater Knowledge in that wa
then we do, which readily proceeJ;
from their ftriGer Obfervation and
Thoughtfulnefs, for not being able to
fpend time in talking or hearing, are
rc’d to obferve our Faces more narrow-
ly ; and receive all their Knowledge of
us by their Eyes, and by that meang
come to a great Knowledge of our
Paffions and Inclinations.
. But let us here a little confider, thofe .
who truly are, and may juftly be call’d
Wife men, Wifdom, or juft Reafoning,
as I have fignify’d is the not doing that
which may any way prejudice human
Society, of which we are a part; but on
the contrary tomake all our Actions tend
to the Benefit ofit. And thefe no doubt,
who do this, are the Wife men, the
_generous, the good Men, and Men of
Spirit :  Althoygh but too commonly
look’d upon to be greater Fools then
‘any, fince they are the Men who ﬁudlg
| Oz B il an

| ¥

1] -
R R ol 2 r R TN Lt R fElmas i
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and a& moft for the univerfal Benefit of
Mankind, by which means:negleéting
their own more private and particular
Part, ‘often: become needy, poor, and
in’ Want nor is the Publick but rarely
fo generous, as to take notice of thems
but on the contrar laugh at them for
Phll@foph&rs or'F 168 Ban oW

‘Or how have we fﬁnamnes found,
;d greateft, wifeft, and moft virtuous

en of our’ ‘Nition' taken. care of, who
have liv’d ‘and often dy’d in very ordi-
nary Circumftances; or can we yth t
Sir W —ter R-—e-!e-xgb 311‘ Werssmi
T——ple, Sir M. or CH—zles,
were rewarded as they ¢ eferv’d ? Thﬂ
Li--d B——on, its faid, his Friend oz
Relation, Slr 5‘-—--—1—- -~y E-—-—ﬁ-*m: ‘bet
came weary ‘of him before he dyed,
and that tﬁe Lord C-+—=-refus’d chind
Small-Beer. ' How was ‘Mr. quiﬁﬂr
warded ? Or ‘how Mr. . Ray,  fo neg:
1eRed? Yet that they’ ffpem: ‘moft"of
their' Time and Eﬁates, for the fake
of their Cqﬁntry is very ‘well know,
and héw ufeful they were to their
Nation, none’ can ‘béignerant of. ¢ Or
How few are *theae m Bl g whq
hiafe had’ tolerable Grﬂtrﬁqauons R0 i
TN --ton," as” it s faid swas firft taken

ndﬂéewf aﬂwad; and” reoéiued ‘thanks
from
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from thence, before he z:e&w’d 1t
Home.

- And yet thefe Men o de:mbt muft He
allow’d (by all Mankind) to have been
the moft ufeful, the moft generous, the
moft wife, virtuous, and moft knowing
Men of our Nation. And befides this
mtur&l Neghgence and ' Ingratitude,

~are rather’ commmly perfecuted
mth Malice and Envy.

To this might be added Mr. Cow!qy

Mz Butler, Sn' Ra%] L’Eftrange, Collier,
Drydeny &c:!' Whohave all done Service
in their particular Ways,
1 Or is it poflible fuch Men ﬂmﬁld
ake: Eftates, or ‘grow rtich, if it be
not by the puhhck Care; fince he who
does for, or is intent upan the good of
‘every one, takes,or has but little time to
~mind himfelf. . |

Yet I know  there are fome, who

4.3

| a?plaud and praife them for good Men,

rSleeves at them for Fools."

an, to-heap Rmhes then for a wife
M n fo todo ; fince the former is alto-

Irnteleﬂ

but at the fame time laugh in their 3o

- Although, . if they led but a little ;...
eenﬁder, they might foon find, that'it o
15 much more eafic for a Fool, or mean

irited, knavifh, felfifh, and interefted

-gether defrotcd, and'minds only his own
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 Intereft; and never did, or any way
minds the Benefit of his Society, or any

but felf. 8o that he may rather be
efteem’d among them, as a Pirate, a
‘Fhief, a common Robber, or one who

is. altogether bent upon cheating, filch-

ing, pilfring, coufening, or fneaking all

he can from the reft of his Brethren, or
otherwife ravaging, defiroying and fa-
crificing, all the quiet or univerfal Good,

to his Luft, Pride or Avarice. A

- But if there be yet another more
Harmlefs fort, who may be worthy of

that Name of the Drones of human So-

ciety, who"have never done, or aim’d

at any thing for the common Good;

why ought not both the one and the
‘other of all thefe, like lazy idle Drone
Bees (for ‘living upon the Induftry of

4 Crares OthETS) be drove out of the Rebublique
being Of brave and worthy Men,  as common
Jaugh'd Enemies, or at beft but ufelefs in hu-
Thiteio- Man Societys « b ol 1 a1
pher,be-  Or let us confider, what an eafie thing
e . abiigis; for a Man that has the leaft Grain
ant, 0 -Of Senfe’y or:is not a Changling, De-
fhew he baychee or ‘Madman, to get Money
E‘iﬂfﬁor Riches, in the World, if he thinks
afer .of no ones Benefit'but his own ; ‘efpe-
;"h;;“ff he gially if he be once: put in the Road, or
Jekit. applieg himfelf ro-what may be Ben_elﬁ_-
. Pl : c1al ;
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maL ‘but as:‘Men have in all Ages pre-
ferr’d their private Interefts to the pub-
lick Good, will ever be fgund {o; until
the Pubhck becumgs morq: gr&tafpl 0
pnva.te Men. s ] -
_+For who can doubt, thaj: a:nyr of. t,lqe
'fqrmerly mention’d lgreat Men, could

derable Fortu c;g
u

|—J E

have made very con
(with their paternal I-Ientage, and P
lick Pofts) by living penurioufly, accep- '
ting of Bribes, cheating the _Pubzhcfr (AL -
Country, taking great Premiums. fqr ;_-1 «
_their Money, or by lending it at Uf'urj,a? s
Or can any one believe, that thofe great -
Men; have not the Senfe to know,; that *
fuch are the Ways of making Money;?
‘Or in bargaipning, out-wnitmg as they - -
call it, or rather downr,tg 1t.cheat1ng, e e
and. ﬁlchmg their N eighbours. e i
"« But as wife and virtuous Men bind ot 120
themfelves up from fuch’ bad , Iifa.&lcqh bukia
1.Wf11ch with their. publmk; Spirits_for the 1517 =
qommon Good,. find it a much hardgr
rpatter to heap, ora-mafs Riches. . 1 i
“Its faid of Judge Hales, that, When 2 L
Gentleman came in fuit of his Daugh;:er, v, “ _
mi[aﬁkmg him what-Fortune he. CU];J,& L
a:ﬂ“ord to give her ; the Judge told. hun,
could give | lier FWB hundred P‘f"-}ﬂ‘i% i '”’
‘at which the youn; Gent[emau Pra.rmg ylisgps
or furpriz’d;, told him that was nota
f=+ Fortune

4 - U

#1511)
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oreuné for the Lor& hief- _";;
fgiarﬂd’b”ﬂﬁ iy ‘ir A
fwerd the’ d*Gentlcer ]’f" '
“Chief-Juftice of England; JI::u e*t:d
ou faid he, that this Waé 1:}1'1
%ér by’ h;:: Gran&fé}fhér, Mone

ori ‘4728’ ha well 'wﬂ‘l we_zr w
i'tfl‘urp-f dike'Ste Etﬁeﬂa& PARTHOVRE

pofe two 1/ B wﬁwﬁﬂ;ﬁ’i&’}f‘*ﬁf bﬂ;

}Eegq?lil g"l‘l’iﬁrﬁ- _
Organiza-find fome crf the" b‘eﬂ"c"renﬁ% ‘9
i ‘ready to' Btal‘vg a;rtﬂ ﬂiﬁ gi'ea g)}
ftanding, gﬂf’h ds :H'l ﬁe Uh
the b “plenti isina 3 '
to Mu. _ceeds fiiofr th'e Ph'reri | ‘hemfél €s;;
fick, or Ha"m’h o miade choice n‘F ﬁmhe Science,,
being 2 Ripi, }l,;nd%{f of Ttade; By which it s fict-
Mafter, fiﬁomb uch Money cat be made. ﬁs.
e the being @'“Mﬁthcmﬁ":x - Mufi n",,
Shner to lggh hoolrafter, &. k? Flhe ditie the-
chandizegother “aﬁld can ‘fl.lppb qb-,l‘lf ﬂlﬂ;i :
e g Maﬁ of theleaft comirgon Senfe ; & fﬁd

]?;;t? hi?]p “fnot’ mou§ (or iwen to ﬁcbﬂﬂﬂé‘ﬂﬁ% |
e

e =R

= ”“‘h whoring “and _drin u}i

tiw;bxe fls C Gf : and-ln a‘Shb t
R

Tt Igd?h{n e or Trmke‘i il g
gmu gh *ﬂ]ﬁ‘I‘E I‘ﬂ-uﬂflll hﬁf 1:}33 Eé; ﬂ ?i?gﬂ 1
- buthis ow private Intereft,
;Flu:ll‘." Bnu‘ﬂ*he T{gﬂgﬁ’fﬂdﬁ ?F I”f .

sau Theré
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“Thereanetno doubt amony the Sh
ets, a5 xwell a5 ‘other Men ; ‘bra

Spirits capablé ‘of ‘greater:things, orin

their Temper, or Way, may be fervice-
able! tothe comnéi Good. ' ‘Alth
'others ditdde Ibeteer then: Sign-P
[Amd this ‘ma¥ “in 4 griéat Meafuteobe
: to'the faule'of Parents, ‘whohave
ot Ttudied or -anderftobd riglitly clieir
Narate nddvGenias’ss (vt o0 no
-11°¥We find: ‘that Amoig thie Tuiks, ‘éven
lehie beft of ttiem learnvfoine Trade :"afd

e grear’ Genas’s dre 'regarded and
fought for dmong ' the! meaneft of the
People ;- s e have knowi Shoemakers

rais’d to the Dignity of Prime Vizier, and
“whowe fid to have govern’d with as
ich Judsment and - Policy, as any of
"ot Buropean Minifters; the greateft of
which, as I faid before, have not been
“Meii‘of “thut great Léarning, fo much

sfteéni’d among is. Foioas'the ingenious
"Mr: Popey ¥ery Wwell fays in'his Poem of
Wfﬁ 'ii'{n“i L1k [ IRLIg Ias 1990 5o 108 *
WIS L b e aerby jep vidd iy owpnes ods
Lot 3F we ok Sbore Elofely 4ot fhall findy 7 1
Moft hiawe!the Seeds Wfi:#ﬁjml#k?r o

it aritomoneipsliy oill L I

vrﬁiﬁrﬁﬁlé; ot Teift i glimmering Lighey:
The “Lines Shonsh bodth'dy bt famtly wre 2
NRulac ey Bhis (ol S drawn righe 2lsheV

o But
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But as the flighteft skerch.if juftly trac’d

S0y falfe Liearning is good Stafe defaslde O

, at ad o ¥ o coams Risiode |
And as thefe Men of a . fotind +Judg-

ment, have not learn’d to.judge by

thofe often byafs’d Ideas,rfpn-%alppm,?d_
hypotlietical, or  notional - Philofophy-;.
but judge by the mote certain and come.
mon Ideas, fuch as their own. true Ob-
fervations, natural Hiftory, or experi--
mental Philofophy ; which:are -allow’d
to be the best; or no doubt: the moft:
certains - And perhaps had been better
we had never known theother. . ¢

Ay e i ellod: o hvind
Some are bewilder’d in the Maze of Schools,,
~And [ome made Coxtomb’s;Nature mednt but’
i) B e A e o éanH“

It may be a Queftion, .whether the

.notional Philofophy, and the many fine

Syftems have been’ built upon it, has
* But on been of any greater ufe in Phyfick; fin
the con- e vifibly {ee, that Hypocrates’s Practice
fooroq Was moftly buile ‘upon Obfervation - #
the Nordid he knowany thing of the Th%—
Brainto yacic Dud, the Citculation of the Blood,
Origine the foramen OQvale in the Heatt, ductns
ﬂB‘-‘; t:g Arteriofus or communicating .‘hg;an_a[ﬁ;qr
Verels, Of the dwimaleula, and yer 1 believe

¢ none
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none can fay, that any fince his Time,
have had more, or fo much true Know-
ledge, and good Succefs in the Pra-
Etice of Phyfick as he had. .
How  falacious and unhappy in their
Practtice, have we found the greatelt of
thefe Syftematic Gentlemen? Such as
the famous Bellini, Willis, and Vaw-
Helmont ; 10s true, that the firft of thefe
feems to have been the moft reafonable ;
his Theory being builtupon mathematical
Demonftration, although it {eems pro-
bable, that the Suppofitions he takes
for granted, muft be falfe or uncertain ;
otherwife-we muft believe he {hould rare-
ly have err’d, or at leaft have been
more {uccefsful in his Pradtice. -~ 7
Nor do we find, that the fecond wa
any: better in his Succeefs ; althovgh he
has writ 'us wonderful = Stories of the
Brain, and Animal Spirits : Or what
more: can. we fay of the third? who
fancy’d - as Decartes, he had found’ out
. the very Seat of the Soul. |
' - Only that as Decarres fuppos’d it tobe
| 1n the Glandula Pinedlis of the Brain, {o
- he fuppos’d it to be got into the upper
Orifice of the Stomach. = What ftrange
Notions then and Errors, has this Hy-
othetica] Philofophy, or wild Syftems
ed thofe great Men nto; who feems ro
3 | E have
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have been in nothing more certain, then
in that which was moft uncertain.

"The famous Sydenham was of this fame
Opinion, that moft of thofe Syftems of
Phyfick had led Men into great Errors.

Or indeed, where have we found a
Writer but has given us a different ac-
count of a Fever. And no doubt we
{hall find ita very hard matter, if we
confider the Bodies, or Solids and Fluids
of all Animals, in fome meafure to be
different ; together with the Nourifh-
ment and Accidents, muft neceflarily
occafion the Difeafes and Diftempers to
vary, and to differ one from another.
More might be faid on this Subjett,
but refpett to the Body of Phyfick bids

. me forbear.

Neither would T haveany one to believe,
but that I think a regular Education, is
abfolutely neceffary ; fuch as the Ana-
tomical Strulture, or Knowledge of the
Solids and Fluids of the Body ; which
however may be of greater Ufe for the
better judging of the Symptoms of Di-
ftempers, for our better Knowledge of
them ; as likewife in the Praltice of
Chirurgery, then that we know from
thence the certain Caufes of Diftempers ;
or certainly to account for the manner
of Medicines operating.

As
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As alfo the Materia Medica, is very
ufeful, or the Knowledge and Ufe of
Medicines, Simple, Galenicall, and Chy-
‘mical ; together with Obfervation and
“experimental Philofophy ; which will
‘teach us to reafon more juftly, and not
to impofe Notions on the World for
certain, but where every one allows
them to be fo. To this may be added
Obfervation, with the Signs, and Di-
agnofticks of Diftempers: Or who can
pretend to tell the Way, how fpecifick
Remedies operate. In a word, all I
do urge from thefe Arguments, is to
Thew theVanity,Fallacy, and Uncertain-
ty of our fo much valued and common
Education: Which for the moft part,
ives us but wrong and byafs’d Ideas, as
Inftruments by which our Judgment
operates in fuch a manner.
It’s true however, that the Univerfity
Learning, may be faid to be a Language,
‘or thofe Myfteries taught there, are
more eafily defin’d, and talk’d of in
their proper Terms (becaufe {till obfcure)
for when they come to be put in plain
words, look too much like Nonfenfe.
Let us now examine then what is
properiy to be call’d Wifdom, Reafon,
or a right Underftanding ¢ I take it to
be an effe of the Soul, upon an exalt
! E 2 Urganization,
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Organization, or the perfe&t Form:and
Proportion, of the Solids and Fluids of
the Body : Which with juft Ideas, or
Inftruments, that form or make right
Impreflions, upon thofe well propor-
tion’d Parts; the neceflary Confequence
(I think) muft be, the Souls acting there
in %rcageﬁ Perfettion ; and;may pro-
perly be .call’d Wifdom ; true Judg-
ment, or juft Reafoning. Nor can I
allow, if the Organs are right form’d,
that even wrong or byafs’d Ideas makes
him lefs wife; for all_'timugh. the Effets
of his Judgmentis bad, yet his Wifdom
- or Underftanding is ftill the fame; for
his Sentiments or Judgment is right,
according . to thofe wrong Ideas.

The next thing then we have to en-
quire, will be whether the common and
more familiar Ideas, fuch as in great
Obfervation, of the common Accidents
of Life ; a good and certain Experience
in the various Mutations, and different
Turns or Changesof Natureand Times;
or even in particular Applications, in
their Bufinefs, Trade, or own Way.
Whether I fay, thefe may not as much
tend to true Knowledge, {hall be the
Queftion? :

I have already taken Notice, that
this natural Knowledge, this experi-

| mental
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mental Philofophy, this true Obfervati-
on, in the common Affairs of human
Life, are the more certain and lefs fa-
lacious.

The Knowledge we have of the
World, by a ftudious Application, or
that hypothetical Philofophy, orcommon
Learning being oftentimes chymerical,
falfe, (or at leaft) more uncertain ; and
muft neceflarily led us into greater
Errors, by giving us thofe crooked In-
ftruments, or wrong Ideas; by which
we come to form wrong Judgments of
things. '

' Mr. Locke very well obferves, That
our want of precife and diftinét Ideas,
of the infenfible Corpafcles , or moft
minute ‘altive parts of Matter; and
their primary Qualities, keep usinincura-
ble Ignorance of what we defire to know
about them. And fays, however far ex-
perimental Philofophy, may advance
the Knowledge of Phyfick; yet ftill
{ciential, will be out of our Reach, be-
caufe we want perfett and adequate
Ideas, of thofe very Bodies which are
neareft to us, and moft under our Com-
mand. And this fays he, fhews us,
that if the material things, or Beings'of
this World, be {o hid from us; in how
much more Ignorance and Obfecurity
5 D 3 muit

53
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muft webe of Spirits, and the whole inte-
lettual World. For (ays he, bating the
tew Ideas we have of Spirits, we get
from our Minds by Reflettion, and
from thence the beft we can collett of
the Father of all Spirits, and Author of
all Things. We have fays he, no cer-
tain Information, fo much as of the Exi-
{tance of other Spirits, but by Reve-
lation : Much lefs diftint Ideas of their
different Natures, States, Powers, and
feveral Conflitutions, how or wherein
they differ or agree, either from one
another, or from us; and confequently
obfolutely ignorant of their Species and
Properties.  As thofe theny and fuch:
like Reafonings are very uncertain ; fo
after the fame manner we find, that the
wifeft Men, when they come to at in
the World, throw afide the Theory of
Philofophy and Phyfick ; and come to
Experience or Obfervation and Practice;
the firft being more falacious, thefecond
more certain, |

But now' let us a little confider, what
great' {tore of Wealth - or Knowledge,
cne Man. may receive beyond another ;
by means of this Education or Learning ;
fuppofing their Bodies or Organs, to be
equally the fame, and well form’d, if

L Lt
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Let us then draw a Parallel, or fup-
- pofe thefe two Men, to be a Philofo-
pher, and a Ploughman; the firlt in
defcribing the different forts or parts,
and nature of Earth ; he will tell you,
that its made up of a greater or leffer
Number of Corpufes or Atomes, of various
Forms or Figures, Spherical or Angular ;
and that a greater or lefler N umber of
thefe, being combin’d, or gather’d to-
gether by fome occult Quality, makes
thofe terreftial Differences.

- The other fuppofes the parts of Earth
to differ, by being more dry, or more
moift, or more marfhy, or more fat,
barren or fandy, heathy, clayie, or
chalky or ftony, or more fertile or
fruitful, and is made fo by a fupernatural
Caufe, or as God pleafes. Or yet, if
the firft {hould infift upon a greater Cer-
tainty, or a more mathematical Point ;
fuch as that the terreftrial Globe isina
continual Rotation, or circular Motion,
upon its own Axis, and is Mid-day, when
the Sun is in our Meridian.
~ The other fays he knows nothin
about that, but can tell you how well
the Wheel of his Cart runs round, or to
and again upon its own Axletree, and
knows its Noon-day when the Sun is at
his greateft Height. & 90 .01 baii

T E 4 . The
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The Queftion now may be, which of
thefe twowill be found to know moft ?
it muft be allow’d, that the firft goes;
on in a bombalt pedantic Strain, upon a,
great many Uncertainties; whereas the
other goes on in a fimple eafie Way,
and tells only of what is certain ; nor
can we fay, that the Judgment of the
one, or liis Knowledge, Wifdom or
Reafon, is more than that of the other. ;

Since as I have fuppofed, they are
equally form’d in their Organs or Bodies,
and had either of them been educated
the contrary way, their Notions muft
have been one and the fame. The
next thing then we have to examine,
will be, which is the moft ufeful Know-.
ledge as to living in the World, and
the benefit of human Society ; we find:
that they are both as Trades, or may,
¢qually be learn’d by the one or the
other : The Ploughman knows the
Differences or Nature of the Earth, and,
what is good and proper for fuch or
fuch Ufes, or fit for the planting, or.
fowing,: of fuch particular things, ufe-
ful for: his Society ; and has this certain.
Philofophy by repeated Experience and.
Obfervauon ; andalthough his. Conver-
fation is in a {imple Dislei?, yet will be
found to be goed Reafon, juft, trueand

certain. The
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- The Philofopher {feems wrapp’d up,or
tranfported with. chymerical Notions,
full of Uncertainties, and confequently
of little Ufe, unlefs for the amuling of
fome in Converfation ; as Romances and
Nowvels may do Ladies; nor can their
- Reafonings with fuch wrefted or crook’d
- Ideas or Impreflions, have that juft or
- true Effect as the other, which isground-
' ed upon certain Experience and Obfer-
vation ; fo that in fhort, the firft very
often tells you, with a great deal of
Gravity, a very fine florid Lie, or ro-
mantic Whim, which being wrapp’d up
in obfcure Terms, is by this means be-
liev’d to be a moft knowing Man ; while
he at the fame time, 1s buoy’d up with
that vain Praife, and believes fo too.
Although moft of all the Men of good
natural Parts, and even thofe bred at
the Univerfities, agree in the Folly and
Fallacy of this miftaken fort of Lear-
ning. | _

It is certain however, that if a Man
be very bufily imploy’d in working
with his Hands or Body, he can have
no Time or Opportunity, either of re-
cewving new . Ideas, or making of many
compound or complex ones, from the
few fimple he already has. |

But

57
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“But if it fhould be alledg’d, that the
cuftom of receiving many new Ideas,
much more exercifes the Organization of
the Brain ; and tﬂn{'ec{uently keeps thofe
parts more penetrable, free or open,
which otherwife might grow up, or be-
come more indocile, hard, or callous.
“This in the firft place, would prove the
Power or Difference of the Organization,
for that then the Organs or lélan is al-
ter’d ; and f{econdly, it may be a very
reat Queftion, whether the continual’
ooking upon two:or three Objetts;
does not keep thofe Paflages as open,’
free or penetrable, as the looking upon’
two or three Thoufand; fince probably
we can look but very direltly at one at'
a time. Neverthelefs, what is meant’
here in the Comparifon of thefe two, is,
that they be both idle Men, and as I
{uppofe them equally Organized; foT
fuppofe them to have an equal Liberty of
thinking, for whether he thinks right
or wrong, the Partswill be equally ex-
ercifed, whatever the Confequences of
1t may be. gl
It is very probable however, that'
from this great Idlenefs, or fo much
thinking and ruminating we have had,’
or has been the caufe of fo mapy fpuri-:
ous Notions, or vain chymerical and
hetrodox Principles. Yet
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" Yet if it be flill urg’d, that Ideas of
the Experiences of other Men may
bring one to a greater Knowledge in
Arts or Sciences: I anfwer, that if
they do, they enly fit him with the In-
{truments or Ideas, moft proper towork
with in fuch a Bufinefs, Trade, Artor
Science, yetin noway betters Wifdom or
the Underftanding. Since before, or with-
out thefe, he could diftinguifh as well
betwixt Good and Evil, or in -any thing
thatcould be brought tohis Comprehen-
fion, or to be apply’d to the few Ideas
he had formerly ; fo that his Wifdom or
juft Reafoning is ftill the fame. The
other,he can only be faid to be better fit-
ted, with Inftruments or Ideas, for diffe-
rent Bufinefles, Trades, Arts, or Sci-
ences.

But if any one fhould ftill be taken,
or much pleafed with the delicacy of
Stile, or a chofen Language of foft
Vowels, which fome may much more
admire, then that ruftick and harfh
Language although true ; let them firft
confider, that it adds nothing to Truth
or Wifdom : And fecondly, that it is as
a Trade, Art or Bufinefs, and may be
' learn’d more eafily than Mulfick, with
- which T would fooner advife them to
- divert themfelves, orferenade their Ears
with Singing, Violins, &c. For

59
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~For Languages or Words, may be
underftood only as a nicer, {moother, ot
harfher Articulation of Notes which is
much more eafie to be taught or learn’d,
than Whifling or Singing, which fome
can never attain to: As the aforefaid
Authar fays, :_ | .

They baﬂﬂr Parna{fus, 5&:: to pleafe their” i |
Eary 1
Not mend ﬂae:r Mzﬂd:, as ﬁ:me to Cbﬂrcb <
repair, | '

Not far the Dac?r;ﬁa, éﬁr the Mu f ick there.

Frﬂm all thefe Confiderations I mﬁer
t‘zat as the Souls and Organs of this
Philofopher, and Ploughman are equal-
ly the fame; as fuppoled at firft, their
Judgment and Reafonings would be one,
had they both received by Art or Na-
ture, the famre Ideas; but as the one
works with wrong Impreﬂions ‘the
other withiright, their Sentiments mu&
neceflarily be different.

From what I have faid then, it may
I think plainly be feen, that the one
feems more neceffary and ufeful in the
World, or among his Society than the
other.

But if it fhould yet be urg’d ‘that
none can df:r:n.I the Marhemancks to

be
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be very ufeful to Mankind ; I {hall only
fay, tgat how wufeful the {peculative
part may be,: s a Queftion ? As for
Algebra , and. the prattical Parts (no
doubt) they are of great Ufe, yer thofe
are to be learn’d as Arts or Trades;
fuch as Navigation, Gauging, Meafu-
-,I'iﬂ%af Fortification, . ¢z, Thus then it
will appear, that the Ploughman is more
afeful both to himfelf and fellow Crea-
tures, then the hypothetical and fpe-
cularive Philofopher: Nay, from what
we have faid before of his juft though
fimple Ideas; his_ Judgment and Reafo-
ning is more to be depended. upon, and
his Advice is {ooner to be taken, and
confequently. more ufeful in the World,
For a fimple and familiar Idea, or Com-
parifon has (atleaft) as great a Force
(if not greater) than the-more foreizn
and.oblcure.oness *. .. .. L A € demre i)
..For his Judgment and Reafon will
be full as juft, by. reafoning with thofe
fimple Ideas, as with the more hidden
ones, which oftentimes . we do. not fo
rightly comprehend ; and by that means
more fallacious: ... ... . e
. Or,why may we not fuppele (for ex-
ample) the Axis of the World, the Idea
of it originally to be, or may have been
taken from the Idea of the Axel-trec of
o S LA A Oty
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a Coach or Cart-Wheel; and from fome:
{pherical or round Body. But what
may juftly be faid is, that when Men
talk by more fimple Comparifons, the
World judges (although very much in
the wrong) that there is not the fame
ftrength of Reafon, as when in more
obfcure Terms, or a bombaft and lofty
Stile, 1 am likewife perfuaded, that
there is not any thing that comes under
the comprehenfion of Judgment or Rea-
fon, but what may be laid down in the
moft plain and eafic Terms. -
_ As for Metaphyficks, which requires
fo many Abftru& and obfcure Ideas, it
m?iy be a very great Queftion how ne-
ceflary they are? And whether all thofe
Diftin&tions and Difinitions, have not
been the great Caufe, for the many Dif-
ferences, and unhappy Divifions in the
Church? And as our Primitive Fathers
had no fuch Learning among them,
whether it were not better for us we
wanted it likewife? and more advife-
able for us to think only of thofe things
we can know. |

But what may be judged of this, as
well as of the hypothetic Philofophy, is,
that when thofe Heathens, or Grecians
and Chriftians, came to flourith or to be
in Quiet, Luxury and Eafe; it ;.lvasf

' then
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then they with afpiring Imaginations,
thoughtei?; have fbu[:'ld oﬁt, gllaegout-mn&
Bounds and Limits of Nature, or the
moft hidden Secrets of the Almighty
Creator. But well might the ¥ Wife- #Itfeems
man fay, O wvanity of wanities, and Eﬁ::haﬁ;uf
all: is wvanity and wvexation of Spirit :vifions
And how well did Solon fay, whenand Phi-
anfwer was made by the Oracle'!;M"k
that he was the wifeft Man in thegrowas
World: I know not faid he that 1 am 38
"% nlefs it be in knowing, that 1 know #o- ngg,_ 0
thing. -  beitoenty
.',I:%et us rather as Mr. Cowley very well
‘advifes, and who has given us a Speci-
men of the manner of Schools for natu-
ral’ and experimental Philofophy, or
follow the Examples of Bacorand Boyle,
who fo greatly improv’d that Know-
ledge, which may be ufeful and necef-
fary for human Life; a Knowledge to
be arrived at, and a noble Exercife (to
hofe efpecially who have no Trade or
ufinefs) and will divert them from en-
ring into thofe bottomlefs, hidden and
obicure Notions, never to be found out :
any of which only ferve for the Di-
ifion of good Men, invented by thofe
reat Enemies to Happinefs, Idlenefs,
varice and Ambition. = For it may be
bferv’d, that as the ‘Riches of the
| Church
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Church increas’d, fo their Divifions did

alfo. i 300 S 50443
#Mr.Lee. * Fromall thofe Reafonings, then'l
againft conclude, that the Ploughman is much
M;";},ﬁ-;f; the wifer Man, who thinks not on thofe
Eﬁ:,irul-"myﬂerious Difputes ; nor can any Man
girun- deny him to belefs (but may be more)
derftand - ﬁ . | _
thae part 11 the way to Salvation, then the moft
ofnatu- learn’d Divine,  or Metaphyfical Do+
}:}nﬂ‘; &or ; who in place of endeavouring to
aswell asheal the Breaches of the Church, ftill
i3 Igl‘fﬁ make them wider, by their confufed or
Argu. interefted Diftin&ions, Divifions, or De-
gument finitions. If we look into moft of the:
saker, Books of Controverfy, we fhall find!
ingto thethem full of obfcure, unfteady, and|
Author equivocal Terms, which is nothing but:
of their : : i
Natures,ﬂﬂlfﬁ and wranglingabout Sounds, with-
although Out convincing. or bettering a. Man’.
they My Underftanding. . And if the Ideas be:
their DOt agreed  on, betwxit Speaker and!

z’"ﬂfﬂﬂg Hearer, for which the Words ftand, the!
ﬂggfgnsi-Argument_or Difpute is not about things:,i:

of Cu- but Names. |
comor . Mr. Lock fays, it deferves to be welll
¥ confider’d and examin’d, whether moftt
of the Difputes we have in the World,,
are not meerly verbal, and about the:
Signification of Words ; and that if the:
terms they are made in, were defin’dl
and reduced in their Significations, virithu
clear
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clear and fteady Meanings to the fingle
Ideas they f{tand for, whether thofe Dif-
putes would mot end of themfelves, and
immediately vanifh. But alas! how
ealily are all thofe Matters reconcil’d,
where there is neither Intereft, or any
other private Defign. in it.

This Author likewife adds, that our
predominant Paffions and Inclinations,
are of great force ; for fays he, let never
{o much probability hang on one [ide of
a covetous Man’s Reafoning, and Mo-.
ney on the other, it is eafie to forefee
which will prevail. As alfo the Au-
thority of common receiv’d Opinions of
our Friends, or party Neighbourhood,
or Country, Paflions or Intereft: But
notwithftanding fays he, the great
noife is made in the World about Errors
and Opinions, I mult do Mankind that
right, as to fay, there are not {o many
Men in Errors and wrong Opinions, as
is commonly fuppos’d ; not fays he,
that I think they embrace the Truth,
but becaufe concerning thofe Dottrines
they keep fuch a ftir and pother about ;
they have no thought, no Opinion at
all. For if any one fhould a little Ca-
techize thegreateft part of the Partizans
- of moft Seéts in the World, he would
ot find, that concerning shofe matters

B they

65



66 Human Underflanding confider' d,
they are o zéalous for, they have dny
Opinion of their own. And yet lefs,
that they take them on Examination of
Argﬁ!lmeﬁf; ‘but are refolv’d to ' ftick to
a Party, that Education or Intereft has
engaged them in'; and there like the
common Soldiers of ‘an Army, fhew
their Courage and ‘Warmth as ‘their
Leaders direct; without ever exami-
ning the Caufe they contend for. '~ Wife- |
men of all' Parties no doubt aredenfible
enough of this, but thefe are {o very
few, ‘that they are forced to {fubmit to

‘the ignorant Multitudes of hypochon-
driac Women, orhypocritic or crazie
Enthufiaftic, and hair-braind  Fools ;
zealoufly led on by Paffion, Folly or
Intereft, to execute whatever the ‘am-
bitious and unlimited defires ‘of their

Leader does command. g
~ What is farther to be obferv’d, ‘that
the Leaders of thofe Parties, never en-
deavour to make up thofe Differences ;
(that probably might not fuit with their
Tnterefts.)  Tt’s true however, they
fometimes take the trouble of privately
perfuading an ignorant Fellow,to thathe
knows little ornothing about : Yet Fknow
not whether we can call this any bet-
ter than ftealing of a Sheep; fince not
fo veady for entring into Argument
| with
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with thofe whoare Leaders or Profeflors
* in the oppofite Party, or thofe who * 1ow
may underftand as I'I'ILIC{IHS themfelves ; can I
or it they do, it is more to wrangle or o,
fhow their. Parts, then with a defign tion,
of Reconciliation ; {fo moft of the Books ;i;“;,ff“'i_f
of Controver{y which are writ, feem come
much to the fame purpofe, and without ¥itha
Any real defign to heal thofe Divifions: o e
A fign, that the Prince of Pride and pute?
worldly Intereft is too much concern’d. '
It {feems very ftrange, and I wifh that
the Direftors of thofe different Parties;
may not have Intereft too much at bot-
tom: Is it not enough that all thofe
Chriftians agree in the materials -or
fundamental” parts of the Chriftian
Faith, and all agree in receiving the
Sacraments, as Teftomonies of their
being {uch; and all fay they take or
underftand it no other way then as our
Saviour defign’d it : To what end then
thofe Difinitions, Divifions, or Di-
{tin€tions, but to confound, divide and
perplex us. For even among the Apo-
ftles or Difciples, and Primitive Chri-
ftians, we find there were fuch hot Dif-
' putes, as like to have made Seperation
-or Breach, and yet all were in the true
Church; but now alas! we want Pax/,
or fuch as he to heal and unite us, or
E 2 keep
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+ Butas keep us together. -+ The plain and
Mankindeafie way feems to be the beft and
their or-fureft ; do we not find, that the Do-
gamzers- Ctors of the fame Church cannot agree
they will 1N their private Definitions, and Senti-
ever be ments in many things : But finding
;‘;g?ﬁ;{themfelves pen’d down to fuch a Do-
Opini- - ¢trine approv’d on by that Sect, or fuch
ons o particular Tenets, dare go no farther ;
Com-~ {ince many Inconveniencies might arife

menta- from thence, fuch as the lofs of Bene-
e S, e | _
different - It may likewife be a very great Quefti-
Kinds. on,whether in changing from one Sett to
another among Chriftians, there might
not generally be fome view or hope
of temporal Intereft in it, either prefent
or future? As likewife whether if it
could be made plainly to appear, that
any of the different Opinions of the
Chriftian Religion, were more to the
temporal Intereft of the oppoling Man,

his Friends and Country, (which an
good moral or politic Man will mind}:
not only for gratitudes fake, but like-
wife for his own better Security) and
whether if that (I fay) could plainly be
made to appear, his great Difliculties
about Religious Matters would not ea-
fily be relolv’d or vanifh. So that in
this Cale we fhall find Intereft our Re-
ligion
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figion and Difpute; the one only. fer-

ving as a Cloak for the other, or asa

Moodwink to Fools, made ufe on by po-

litic, hypocritical, or ambitious, and

avaricious Men. Thus where there is

great Wran%ling and Difpute, we fhall

rarely find the one without the other,

for true and only pure Religion makes

little noife. - But how much more pow-

erful then thefe interefted Religious Dif-

putes, will be among evil and more ava-

ricious Men, one may eafily judge, Or

how often have I obferv’d and never

known it to fail; that where two Menof

good Senfe and Temper, of different Par-

ties, had neither of them theleaft regard

or view to their own temporal Intereft,-

their Friends or their Countries; that, » p

all the Differences of Opinions betwixt Not to

their Seéts, were eafily reconciled be-be com-

tween them two. Soul #ad
* Now what material or temporal Body,for

Matters, have to do with {piritual and ﬁﬁf}“f i

eternal, every one may eafily judge ; for prefyd

one might as well endeavour to makesnd di

up a hodge-poge, or mixture of mate-;, e,

rial and immaterial things together.the

Where it is fo, he feems much the hone-Shureh

fter Man who does frankly own that his then in

Intereft is his Religion ; then let us con. its great-

clude with the wile Fludibras, - ff},t B

E 3 When
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When all Difputes are weary’d out,

195 Intereft [Hill vefolves the Doubt

For Money being the common Scale,

Of things by Meafure, Weight and Tale
In all the Affair’s of Church and State,
I’s both the Ballance and the Weight.

| * From hence then we may plainly fee,
ot the Vanity, Folly and Madnefs of thefe
e Man . ; P
is furely Phll(}ﬁ’}phlﬂal 9 MEtﬂph?ﬁcal End Re-
Mad,and igious Difputants; then let us return
Zeolt again to judge of the Wifdom' of our
precend  Philofopher and Ploughman, the laft of
tofiop  which'may 1 think reafonably be judg’d
bine and to be the wifer Man.  And we find that
Flowing the Romans who were a wife People,
g;?fvith went and chofe many of their great
his Men from the Plough, to make them
Thumb, Senators and Confuls. ~ It’s certain how-
agree  ever, . that there are fuch, or fuch Tdeas,
Man-  which are more proper for the bringing
;0 0f o Man fooner to underftand a particular
them to Science, ‘Trade or Bufinefs; yet if his
gﬂ;l‘ifg}: former Ideas be true, though €er fo
fince o fimple, his Wifdom or Underftandin
many  muft ftill be the fame, whether with
f:f;"l;?}; fo thofe Ideas or the other ; all the Diffe-
Minds. rence will be, that the one will judge by
- the Ideas, Materials or parts of his
Trade ; whereas the other will do it by
his. Nor is this Ploguhman, ifof good
RS ) T e
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Senfe; lefs capable of underitanding
when he applies himfelf to War, Poli-
ticks, or any other Science, Knowledge
or Trade, Ve _
Thus Satlors talk and make Compa-
_rifons in their own Dialet, of Ships and
Sea Affairs ; Landmen in their’s of things
on Shoar, Town’s-men of the Town,
and Country-men have their ruftick or+ And
rural Comparifons, yet ftill their Wif-2!trough
dom or Senfe will be the fame; only cian f,g}
that we underftand and efteem  thatbis Cu-
molt which is moft in our own Way, or porsand
love that which is like to our felves ; {oof difpu-
like draws to like, fimile fimile gandit. %ﬁf{ch i
.+ Norhave we any occafion tolearn or jearnd
form Syllogifms (as Mr. Locke very wellasa Bu-
obferves) fince we fee the truth or fal- 125
lacy of it before we can form any fuch fooner
Syllogifm in our Minds ; the reafon offindout
this clearnefs of Diftinétion in-one Man ¢y ofa
above another,he feems to beat {fome lofs Sophifin,
about ; although I think it is very plain, 1+
that this juftnefs or clearnefs of Reafon Country
or Judgement, is more particularly ow- s will
ing to the exatnefs of the Form or O7-ourarpis
ganization, then to the {trength of anyown
particular Ideas, g1
~And it is very probable, that this lo- thing is
gical way of Reafoning, ratherdoesharm Pairly
then good ; befides, that thofe Repeti-pis 14eas,

B4 ons
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ons are very troublefome to the Mind ;
{o that if good for amy thing, may more
ealily difcover the fallacy of a Sophifm,
or a little Wit cover’d with good Lan-
guage, or with a rhetorical Flourifh.

I have often laugh’d to fee an old Wo-
man puzling a Philofopher, by asking
him a great many odd Queftions; ora
Country Fellow putting a Logician to
his Logicks. I remember a Lady of
Quality of very good Senfe, whoI had
the honour to know, ufed to puzzle ali
the Philofophers and Metaphycians that
came to her Houfe; by asking them
what a Spirit was, and bid them define
it to her ? She ufed to fay, that {he
could never tell what they would be at,
while they at the fame time alledged in
their own Defence, that her Ladyfhip
could not underftand thefe things, un-
lefs fhe had learn’d her Latin, Philofo-
phy and Metaphyficks: "O-reply’d the
Lady, if it be [o profoundly a@%r& and
Jubtile, as not to be brought to good Reafon
and plain Englilb, I [balt never break my
Brains sbout [wch fine Matters, as [urpafs
thefe 5 but continued (be, Iwilbyou may not
fancy you know 4 great deal of rga;.t you kuow
little or nothing about more thew my ]ﬁgf
All fhe faid fhe could learn about their
inceporal Beings (as they call’d them)

b oF
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or Spirits, was, that a thoufand of them
could dance upon the point of a Pin.
And I fear we do but too often bring our
felves into wild Labyrinths, {o as either
to talk Nonfenfe or Blafphemy, when
at the fame time we imagine our felves
to be a talking moft profoundly in thefe
Matters.

Mr. Locke obferves, That aecording
to the method of the Schools, we have
often very clear and coherent Difcourfes,
of fubftantial Beings; which neverthe-
lefs amount to rothing. Thus {ays he,
one who haslearn’d the following W ords,
with their ordinaryAcceptations annex’d
to them, viz. Subftance, Man, Animal,
Form, Soul, Vegetative, Senfitive, Ra-
tional, may make {everal and undoubt-
ed Propofitions about the Soul, without
any Knowledge at all of what the Soul
really is. And of this fort there may be
found a great many fuch Propofitions,
Reafonings and Conclufionsin the Books
of Metaphyficks, School, Divinity, and
natural Philofophy ; and after all know
as little of God, Spirits or Bodies, as he
did before he read them. And thefe
forts of Reafoningsare generally {tuff’d
full of obfcure and perplex’d Terms,
which certainly can be of no real Ufe,
unlefs it be to thofe who make ufe of it
to fhelter their Ignorance, This

73
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“This fame Author fays, that our
having Ideas of the exiftance of Spirits,
proves not -that any {uch things do exift
without us, or that there are any finite
Spirits, or fpiritual Bewngs, but - the
eternal God. We have'ground to be-
lieve (fays he) from Revelation, and
other Reafons, that there are {fuchy but
our Senfes are not able to difcover their
particular Exiftance, nor can we any
more know that there are finite Spirits
really exifting, by the Ideas we have
of ﬁﬁch Beings, then the Ideas any one
may have of Fairies or Centanres; he can
come to know, that there are fuch things
really exifting, which an{wer to thofe
Ideas ;' T fhall sow only add a little Sto-
ry as to Logicks of a Country-man or
Farmer, who having put his Son to the
Univerfity for his Education ; was again
return’d home to his Father very full of
his Logicks, and acouple of Eggs being
laid before him to Eat (was very willing
to fhew his Wit and Learning) Sir faid
he to his Father, what would you think
to prove that there arethree Eggs here ?
Why truly reply’d the honeft Farmer,
{ fhould think it very ftrange; well
faid the Son,pointing at one of the Eggs,
1s not that one ? Yes faid the Father ;|
then pointing at the fecond, and 1s rlmt

that
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that two faid he ? yes reply’d the old
Gentleman ; well fays the Son, and does
not one and two make three ? very right
fays the Father ; but at the fame time
fnatching up the two Eggs, now eatyoy
the third faid he. - |

“And thuswe often fancy to our felves,
that we have learn’d or know fomething
more then our Neighbours, when in
effett it is often no more but a little
Quibling ; or as to the true forming of
Syllogifms, I have already faid enough,
Mr. Butler fays,

He was in Logick a great Critick,
Profoundly skill’d 1n Analytick,
He could diftinguill and divide,
A Hair *twixt South, and South-Weft fide :
On either which he would Difpute, '
Confute, change Hands, and flill Confute
He’d undertake to prove by force,
)f Argument ¢ Man’s no Horfe;
He'd prove a Buzzard is no Fowl,
 And that a Lord may be an Owl,;
' A Calf an Alderman, o Goofe a fuftice,
' And Rooks committee Men, and Truftees,
Hed ran in Debt by Difputation, '
And f@y with Raticionation.
All this by Syllogifm trae,
In Mode and I‘égm‘e be would do.

The
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- 'The ingenious Mr. Lee, againlt M.
Locke on Reafon fays, that a Syllogifm is
only a Form of Words, and whether it
be not better to exprefs our felves by:
Syllogifm , or form then otherwife ?
Firft if we were bred up, and accuftom’d,
to this formal Way from . our Infancies,
in all our common Converfations, Dif+
courfes or Reafonings, fomething more,
might be faid for it ; but furely there is
no Logician or Schoolman, but muft
allow that it is fome trouble, or takesa
little time to range or put thofe Words
in that Form or Order, and confequent-
ly a Hindrance to the more nice Percep-
tion of Truth; {ince wecannot be very
intent upon two different thingsat once;
or the Soul to be very direltly imploy’d
two Ways at the fame time. But in
{hort, Mr. Lee, himfelf does not deny
this diftinguifhing Capacity or Percep-
tion, without knowing any thing about
Syllogifms ; fo-that we fee the Truth,
or right and wrong, before we can
Form or know any thing of them:
Nor at beft can they be faid to be of
any other Ufe, butto perfuade another ;
which if he is not without them, never
was, nor will be with them: So that
they may ferve for Difpute and Wrangle,

but pot to convince, a2
«
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~ Or ever to better the Underftanding,
Wifdom, Judgment, Reafon, Percep-
tion or Capacity. |
 And thus much more I dare toadd in
behalf of thofe Men and Women, who

have not had that fort of Education,

are probably better without it; and

may reafon more juftly then the others,

who amufe themfelves with great things;

fince oftentimes have their Head only

ftuff’d full of quibling Notions.

. Thus then a Ploughman, a Sailory. a

Taylor, a Cobler, or a Tirker, if perfeltly
form’d, or well Organiz’d, will with

their true, although common Ideas, all

reafon exaétly and juftly; only intalkin

of a Court, or any thing elfe; the fir

will do it by Country Ideas, and makes

his Comparifons by thefe ; + fo the Saslor + By this
in his Way, the Taylor, Cobler and Tinker, gh‘;'tfﬁgf_
in their’s.  Yet any one of them being domisin
bred or accuftomed to Court or Politicks, thg? g
military or merchantile Affairs, which {i;f}“rf
areas Artsor Trades tobelearn’d, would gans.
make (no doubt) great Proficients, as

we fee of the great Muzarine, who ori-
ginally was a Footman, and of little or

no other Education then Languages; {o
likewife Colbert, asallo Oliver Cromwell,

who as it is faid, was originally bred 2
Brewer, or of no Univerfity Learning, ¢re.

J And
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And for what T have obferved in the:
World, the greateft Politicians and!
Generals, have had but very little, ‘ot
at leaft’ not’ much efteem’d for their:
Knowledgein common School Learning ;.
the fame might be faid of our great Mer-
chants; neither have the famous Phy-
fictans in this fort of reputed Learning
(as already hinted) been the moft fuc-
cefstull. _ it 200

And it is moft certain, that as the

lg{-‘:_nius of a Man of Senfe'is bent, fo

e will improve in his Ideas and Know-

ledge, and arrive at the Perfection of

any thing he entirely defigns or applies
himfelf too; throwing all other Thoughts

afide, to arrive at the height of what he

aims at; and- probably not having fo
“many Notions in his Head (to lead him

out of the way) keeps direttly to that,

and by this means comes to the greateft
Pertettion in any one thing, of which

more hereafter : And thus we fee Men

of good Senfe can learn or know more

* From 10 @ Years time, inany thingthey ftudy
this Per- O apply too, then others in their whole
feftion of | jife-times.  How neceflary then are
;Eifg;;;_ Men of thofe natural Parts, either in
publick or private Bufinefs, * although

on, we

g*:h‘jl;; commonly take pleafure in living moft
Effects, obfcurely; yet how neceflary are they

when
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wlien found out, 1n all'the Affairs of
human Life ; ferving as a eommon di-
re€tory upon all‘'occations. 02
“+ But wife-men - being fenfible of the
Follies and Madnefs of publick Great-
nefs, or Pomp and Splendor, are care-
lefs of it, or lefs forward ; for Wifdom
and Modefty, as Companions, love a
retired and quiet Life ; ‘'while Impudence
and Forwardnefs carry the Bell in Pub- -
lick : For fuch are the Follies of human
Nature, that I never knew a huge big
carriage of a Man, if forward enough,
)and although but with'a little of that
call’d a genteel Air; though e€’er fo
empty or void of Senfe, but ftill got
fomething , where he applied himfelf
either among Courtiers or Women';
while the little Modeft Man, though €’es
{fo Wife, is rarely much noticed: But
thefe Men it is true, are not {fo anxious
in {eeking after Riches; nor can the
take thofe Methods, or think it worth
the trouble : Nay, often refufe Great-
efs, when in their offer as vain, trous
lefome and foolifh. A
‘But to return from this Digreflion, to
he Men of Genius, or natural Wifdom
nd Reafon, without the common Edu-
ation ; 1t is true, that a Timker, ora
tbler, who has never had or got any
| other
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~other Impreflions or Learning, then the
continual poreing upon the bottom of a
Kettle, or old Shoe, cannot have fo ma-
ny general Ideas, or univerfal Notions
of the World, as one who has read, feen
or convers’d more init; and confequent-.
ly cannot talk fo well, upon many, . or
t¥1e generality of Subjects; yet the more:
he knows in one way, the lefs he knows.
the other way ; and probably he who!
knows every thing, knows nothing.
Neverthelefs, I fay let us confider,
that the few Notions or Ideas which this:
Man has, are moftly certain, jult and
true, (which perhaps may be better then.
where there are many more, and many:
of which are falfe or uncertain) what he:
underftands if well Organiz’d, he reafons |
juftly in, and as well as the moft univer--
fally learn’d ; or if he applies himfelf toy
Politicks, or the knowledge of Men,
War, Merchandize, or any other thing
(all which T look upon to be learn’d as
Arts or Trades,) he readily arrives to be
great, or toa Perfeftion in them ; and
probably may be accounted for thus,
that he takes moft of what he learns,
without that regular Education ; all by
his own certain Obfervation, Pradtige:
or Experience; {o that he feems toi
walk upon very fuwe footing, in all hey
doses 1
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does ; and readily adventures no farther
then what he very well knows, by true
Obfervation, and certain Experience ;
whereas the other imagining himfelf to
know a great deal more then what he

truly does, and often building Schemes:

and Projelts upon a traditional Know-
ledge, or fome learn’d Conjetture from

fome fpeculative Philofopher, as Arifforle

or Defcartes, makes him very often fall
into great Blunders or Errors, which
often proves his intire Ruine; of this
we fee but too many Inftances daily,
befides aVanity and Pride it often gives
them ; which very frequently likewife
proves to their Prejudice, ferving to
them much in the fame manner as Ro-
mances and Novels do to fome Ladies;
who by reading them, fancy to them-
{felves, that they are no more to be
look’d upon as poor Mortals, but as
Angels and Goddefles. But what can
sbe faid of thefe things, more then of the
‘common Vanities of the World, and the
unreafonable Fancies, Follies and Mad-
nefs of Mankind ; may it not juftly be
compar’d to fome Farce or Puppet-fhow,
or to the common Stage with its Att-
ors, or to Children acting a Play : Says
the one, I will be a King, and the other,
T will be a Queen, and I the Cook, fays
. G a third,
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a third, and me the Butler,fays a fourth,
no but faysa fifth, you fhan’t be a King,
for Iwill, and fays t’other you fhan’t be
Butler, for I will; at which they readily
fall a fcuffling, or go together by the
Ears, while the ftrongeft Hand carries
it. But what Folly 7 What Madnefs?
From the want of Wif{dom, which can
only thew us real Happinefs ; Does not
the Butler, the Cook, or the Scullion,’
live more happy than the King ? Or can’
any troublefome Labour of the Body,
equal the Diftraétions of the Brain? For
Pomp, Glory and Splendor, is a meer
imaginary thing, or little or nothing
realinit. Befides, that when this Play
is ended, or Curtain drawn, theyare
all one and the fame, orall Fack Fellow
well met, Tom is as good as the King;
and Foan as good as my Lady. Itis faid
of Auguftus, that he ask’d with his laft
Breath, whether hehad not play’d his
Farce very well : Or if we would but a’
little confider, the wonderful Parity or
Equality, that the Almighty has put all
the Affairs and Circumftances of human
Life in, we fhould not be {o very anxi-
ous about Greatnefs, fince there is not
fuch a vaft deal of Difference as Peo-
ple commonly imagine: For Example,

Let us fuppofe a Shoemaker to geta hun-
dred
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dred and fifty Pounds a Year, and a Se-
cretary of State, or fome publick orgreat
Man to have three thoufand a Year, if
the latter by his great Poft is oblig’d to
fpend all, and the Tradefman faves any
thilil%, then he is the richer Man ; or if
we {hould fuppofe the one to fave a thou-
fand, the other but fifty Pounds a Year,
they may be reckon’d equally Rich,
fince fifty to theone is as much asa thou-
fand to the other.
~+ Neither do his fine Cloaths keep him
any warmer then that of the other, or
if he has more Delicacies to eat, or Su-
perfluities, is troubled with Stomach-ach,
or other Diftempers for it ; if more Con-
veniency and Eafe as a Ballance for it, is
plagw’d with Gout and Gravel, &v. if
more Pomp and Grandeur, has more
Diftraltion and Trouble. Or can I fee
he has any thing more which is truly
valuable for his own private Perfon, and
can look upon him as little better then a
Fattor forothers, oraSteward to Tradef-
men and Servants. The reft being moft-
gimﬂginary, and for that has his own

ears and Mortifications.
- Thus the Almighty has thought fit to
annex Trouble and Pain to theJoys and
Pleafures of this World ; that we rea-
dily and only feek full Happinefs in the
k. G2 Enjoyment



84 Human Underflanding confider d,
Enjoyment of him witk whom is fulnefs
of Joy, and at whofe Right-hand are
Pleafures for evermore. '

Monfienr Pafcall, admirably well fays,
fpeaking of theVanities of Mankind, that
we will not be fatisfy’d to live only in
fuch a Way, asmight content our own
Inclinations, or in the way which is in
our Powers; but we will needs live an
imaginary Life, or according to the
Ideas and Opinions of others, and neg-
le€t the true wayof living. For fays he,
if we have Happinefs, Generofity or
Faithfulnefs, we immediately muft let it
be known to others,that it may be added
to that imaginary Life ; and are guilt
of our fo many Follies, only for to pleafe
the Fancies of other Men, which is never
to be done. Mr. Cowley from Mastial
fays,

Would you be free? it’s your chief Wifh you
Come om, Dl [hew the Friend the (:ESI{:g;
(Way :

If to no Feafts abroad thou lov’ft to go, -
Whilft bounteous God does Bread at home
(s sl - beftow ;.
If thou the Goodmefs of thy Cloaths doeft
| (prize,
By thine ows ufe, and not by oshers Eyes ;-Ij
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If (only [afe from Weathers) thou can’ft
- dwell
In a fmall Houfe, but a convenient Sb(ef! - :
If thou without a Sigh or golden Wifh,

Can look upon thy beechen Bowl and Dif) :
If in thy mind [uch Power and Greatnefs be,
The Perfian Kzngs a flavecompar’d with thee.

If we reafon thus then with our felves,
our Defires and Inclinations will be
much more bounded ; for although it
may be very commendable to provide
againft Sicknefs, or the Inconveniencies
of old Age ; yet as tothe heaping up of
vaft Sums of Money, is I think what we
need not be fo veryanxious about, fince
if frugal, a {mall matter will ferve our
turns here, and if extravagant, theWorld
cannot fatisfy us: Befides, that the get-
ting of great Wealth with a good Con-
{cience is very rare, but if a Man inclines
much to be rich, with an intention of
doing publick qr good Offices with it, is
very commendable; yet we find but
few fuch Inftances, or what €’er they
intend that way, they but very rarely
perform.

And it may be obferv’d, that the Men
who incline moft that way, are leaft
anxious about getting rich. Or as to
Children, althougha Manis reafonably
| Gi1 oblig’d
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oblig’d to put them in an honeft way in
the World ; yetI cannot fee that he is
at all obliged either to damn himfelf, or
tolive 1n gﬁfery, in order to make them
rich ; for if good for any thing, a {mall
matter will put them in an honeft way
in the World, and if extravagantor good
for nothing, even that is too much.

If this {hould feem to be a Digreffion,
yet the whole of my Intention is to keep
upon the Subjett of Reafon, and to {hew
the Fallacies of our common Cuftoms
and Reafonings, as well as its perfetti-
on in the Organization : Thus thenwhen
we ferioufly come to confider, all the
Affairs of human Life, there feems al-
moft in every thing to appear Diftra- -
tion, Folly and Madnefs: It is true,
there are fome who are lefs then other
fome,and that as T have faid before, very
much depends upon the Exaétnefsof the
Organization, and a good and plain Edu-
cation.

I have already hinted, that a Man
who minds nothing but his own private
Intereft, and has no thought of the com-
mon good of his Society ; nor has ever
done or endeavour’d any thing for their
benefit as well as his own, ought to be
efteem’d and treated as a Wafp, a Thief,
or a cqmmon Robber ; nor can this M:}g

| o ol
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mifs to get rich, while the other who
endeavours for the publick good muft
grow poor. Where there is an incapa-
ciy of Brains, the Purfe fhould fupply
according to Ability. Not as Mr. Locke
fays, can the Country Efquire who has
never done, or made the leaft Attempt
for the good of Mankind, be look’d up-
~on any better, than as one of his own
Cattle. .

M. Cowley {peaking of a Man of Senfe,
and Virtues being in the World ; what
can an honeft Man do fays he, in the
middle of twenty thoufand Knaves, who
are all armed cap-a-pee with the defen-
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five Arms of worldly Prudence, and

‘the offenfive too of Craft and Malice.
Or fays he, it muft be more ealy and
_happy for this Man to bealone, than in
the middle of fo many wild Beafts; for
Man is to Man all kind of Bealts, a fawn-
ing Dog, a roaring Lion, a thieving Fox,
a robbing Wolf, a diffembling Crocadile,
-a treacherous Degy, and a rapacious
Valtare : And thofe fays he, we call the

moft barbarous People, are probably the.

moft civiliz’d: And adds, that the great-
eft boaflt of Eloquence and Philofophy
is, that they firft congregated Men dif-

erfed, united them into Societies, and

P
build up the Houfes and Walls of Cities.
G 4 1 wifh
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T wifh fays he, they could unravel all they
haveWoven, and gives usourWoods, and
Innocence again, inftead of our Caftles,
and our Policies ; and no doubt, the firft
Builders of Towns, and Founders of
Empires, were Avarice and Ambition ;
and the gathering thofe Multitudes to-
gether,has made them rather to Couzen,
Murther, and live upon one another,
then any great Benefits receiv’d by their
wholefome Laws. Or if they were not
(betore) fo well defended againft Vice,
there were no fuch Rewards for it.. We
find that one infe@s another, and that
Evil Communication corrupt good Manners :-
How wife and friendly was that Advice
of Martial’s to Fabian, meeting him new-
ly arriv’d at Romee, -

Honeft aud poor, faithful in Word and
'  Though,
What haft thee Fabian to the City brought ?
Thou neither the Buffoon, nor Bawd canft
lay,y »

Nor with falfe Whifpers the Innocent ber:{g:y’
Nor corrupt Wives, nor from rich Beldams

' . Gy

A !r.'z:i% by thy Induftry and Sweat | ¥

- Nor with vain Promifes and Projeéts Cheat
Nor bribe or flatter any of the great,

But
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But you’re a Man of Legmfﬁfg, rudent, juff,
A Man of Courage, firm, an ﬁf for Truft,
Why you may [tay, and live unenvied here,
But faith go back, and you keep where you
: | were.

And thuswe {ge that the wifeft menare
for retiring themfelves, for it muft be
~very fhocking and uneafy fora Man of
Senfe, to keep Company with Fools and
Madmen, or Virtue with Vice and
Knavery ; or can we fay, whether De-
mocritus or Heraclitus, had moft Reafon
in retiring ; the one Weeping, the other
Laughing at all the World, as fo many
Madmen. And I think the World may 4 5nq
truly be confider’d, as nothing elfe but Horaeein
one Bedlam: Or who indeed is not'js third
‘mad in fome Refpelt or other ? Or whe-fays, that
ther thofe who would pafs for the moftCbryippus
Wife, are not often the greateft Fools ? pujer
4+ Who would pretend to give Rules toers,
Bedlamites or Madmen.  Mr. Dryden 152104 al
think fays fomething to this purpofe, Mad
that great Poets {urely are next a kin towho
Madmen. AndI have oftentimes known .g';
the wifeft of Men to be call’d Fools, be- their vi-
caufe they did not agree in the common £0usPa
. 1008 er
Notions of the World, Inclina-
: taons.

Were
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* Were I to chufe, who to my coft already am,
One of thofe monftrous Creatures call’d a Man;
P’d be 2 Dog, a Monkey, or 2 Bear,

Or any other Shape I’d wear :

But that of this vain Animal,

So fond of being thought Rational.

Sothe wifeft Men, who find their Rules

or Precepts but of little ufe; are gene-
rally, or for the moft part for retiring
themfelves from the World, or living
quietly and privately. Neverthelefs, T
cannot believe, but thata Man of a found

Judgment, and {olid Reafon, is capable

of coming to as great Perfeftion (if
not greater) were he to apply himfelf

~ that way ; in trepanning, couzening, or

cheating, for this is a Trade to be learn’d

and improv’d both by Praétice and Ob-

{ervation. And that wife:men are moft
capable of improving, is not I think to
be doubted; but as they have no other
Ideas or Practices, but what arehonou-
rable and virtuous ; fo they dirett their
Thoughts, and improve that way, as
the Fool or Knave does the other way.

‘We plainly fee, thata Man uader-
ftands things according to the way he
direfts his Thoughts; for I look upon
the Knowledge, in refpe€t to the Affairs

~ of this World, as fo many Trades or Bu-

finefles
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finefles to be learn’d or acquir’d,and only
by accuftoming our felves to the diffe-
rent things or Ideas, proper to fuch an
Art or Way, is that which muft make
us come to a Perfetion in it. i

And fome young Men of good Senfe,
{hall learn more in any Bufinefs, or the
Knowledge of Mankind in a twelve
Months time, or fuch a fhort but
true Obfervation and Experience, then
others in their whole Life-times ; fo
thatalthough often, yet it is not always;
we find the vinegar Face, and grizly
Beards, the moft knowing. It is cer-
tain, thata Man may trifle or {pend his
time away any how ; yet if a wife man
is condemned to the heel-piecing of
Shoes, or Cobling, or Fifhing ; how can
any fuch Man make an Appearance in
the World (according to Mod¢ and
' Fafhion now a Days) and yet we fee,
that the wifeft Men were fuch 1n the
primitive Times. In a Word, all the

' Sciences and Improvements in temporal
Affairs, cannot I think reafonably be
reckon’d but as fo many Arts or Trades,
and improve or come a greater lenFth,
as we imploy our felves more or lefs in
{uch or fuch a way ; asin Law, Phyfick,
Mathematicks, the Belles lettre, Politicks,
Mershandizey, Cofmography : Nay, even
L - Language
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Language or Speaking, goes much by
P;‘Lnéicegand. Cui{:;com t_%o ,g fo likewife g |
Proficiency in making Amours. And
he who i1s a great Mafter at any one,
can {carcely be fo at all: For whata
Man gets the one way, he readily lofes
the other, unlefs it be in thofe things,
-which have a dependency upon, or are
2 help to one another. Mr. Pope very
well {ays in his Effay on Criticifm, - |
Nature to all things fix’d the Limits fit,
And wifely curb’d proud Man’s pfefeﬂ;i;;@
| | ity
As on the Land, while here the Ocean gains,
I other parts it leaves wide [andy Plains :
Thus i the Soul, while Memory prevails,
The [olid Power of Underflanding fails ;
Where Beams of warm Imagination play,
T%e Memories. [oft Figures melt away :
One Science only will one Genius fit,
So vaft is Art, fo narrow human Wit
Not only boynded to peculiar Arts,
But oft in thofe, confin’d to [ingle Payts :
Like Kings we lofe the Conquefts f;m’d
‘a2l v ore,
By vain Ambition JHill Pextend them more.
Each might his feveral Province well com-~
| mand,

Would all but Jtoop to what they under[tand,
And
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And thus if we confider a great many
very ingenious Men, fuch as Mr.Cowley,
who was no doubt a Man of excellent
Senfe, although he amufedand imploy’d.
himfelf in P@Etz; as alfo Mr. Dryden
and Shakefpear, &c. Yet 1 think none
needs to doubt, but that if they had in-
tirely employ’d themfelves to Politicks,
or any Application or Bufinefs, that de-
ﬁended upon good Senfe, they would

ave made as great a Figure that way ;
but had receiv’d {fuch a Habit, as to have
'made {o ftrong and deep Impreflions or
Ideas in their way of Poetry ; by which
Application, although no Man ever got
great Riches any more than they, yet
took fuch a particular Pleafure in it, as
not to think of leaving it off.

_ That it is {o I think cannot be deny’d,
and a great many Inftances might be
iven to this Purpofe ; of which we
Ezwe a very lively Inftance of late, the
ingenious Mr. Prior. And thus Wifdom
or Senfe, will always be good Senfe;
which e’er way it is direlted whether in
that we call but Trifles, or that we call
Matters of greater Confequence, which
perhaps, areall but Trifles in the main.

- Neverthelefs it 1s moft . certain, that
fome Men are better fitted or more proper
for fome Ways or Bufinefles, than other
| {fome,
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fome, which may not only proceed from
the Diflerence of Ideas ; but likewife
from the Strutture of the Organs, or:
Form of Partsand Nature of the Fluids,
the great Caufes of our different Paflions.
and Inclinations: Therefore our laft
Author very well fays, :
- d 0T L (frame,,
Firft follow Nature, and your Fudsment
By her juft Standard, which is ftill the fame
Unerring Nature, [till divinely Bright,
On clear, unchang’d, and univerfal Light ;
Life, Force and Beanty, maft to all impart,
At once the Source and End, and tafte of

Art.

And no doubt that old faying is very
true, Poeta Nufcitur, non fit ; which}
underftand thus, that although a great
many both learn’d and wife-men, could
not however make good Poets; yet I
judgethat readily proceeded, either from
the want of Application, or from the
Organization, or Form of the parts of the
Brain, or of Hearing ; although I never
knew a Man of Senfe, and who lov’d or
underftood Mulfick, that could not have
made a good Poet if he read much Poe-
try, and apply’d himfelf that way. For
it is only (asI imagine) good Senfe or
Wig, put in Harmony, or mufically }f{'er.—

et
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Yet fome will always be more fit for one
fort of Poetry, others for other forts.
Thus Men have different Talents ,
and each values himfelf according to the
way he follows or applies himfelf too;
Poets laugh at Merchants, and Mer-
chants at Poets, Phyficians at both, and
Lawyers at all ; while every one is for
difcourfling and making Comparifons in
his Way : He of the Belles lettres, thinks
‘you talk Nonfenfe, if you {peak not in
is Way; the Souldier for martial
Terms, the S«ilor for a marine Dialeék,
and the Merchant a merchantile, while
the Politician fools them all. Whereas
there is not in reality any other Diffe-
rence among Men, then thofe who are
moit beneficial to the common Good :
And even in that there are Confiderati:
ons to be made too; as in fome who
have the opportunitiesand helps of {hew-
ing themfelves much more than other
fome. Neither can I be of Opinion, that
Wifdom or Reafon, 1s one bit to be
help’d, or any way to be improv’d, as
is commonly fuppos’d, for although it
is true, that a greater variety of Impref-
ions or Ideas, will make us capable of
‘judging of a greater number of things,
'yet Wifdom or Reafon mutft {till be the
fame. For if two who have all right
| Ideas

28
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Ideas, the onea great many, the other
but a few; if he who has the many
comes to Reafon upon them few which
the other has, their Judgments or Wif=
dom, will be found equally the fame.
Since that Wif{dom or Reafon as we have
faid, is altogether owing to a Perfettion:
of the Organs, and proper ftate of the
Solids and Fluids of the Body; or the
Soul’s atting in that well form’d Ma-
chine, upon true, perfect and juft Ideas
or Impreflions, receiv’d from external
Things, Attions or Objetts. ~

But if any one fhall grumble at the
Word Idea, as too generala term, we
fhall find it the fame thing, i1f we make
ufe of the Words, Modes, Powers, ab-
ftralt Notions, or what Notions they
pleafe; neither of all which will be of
ufe or force if the Organization be wrong:
For no Notions will make,a Changling
reafon right ; and he who denies him to
be a Man, may deny a Man of Senfe to
be fo likewife, when he becomes foolifh,
mad, or changling, which often hap-
pens ; the one being an Accident be-
fore the Birth, and the other after-
ward. ik

And we plainly fee, that if a Man is
not rightly organiz’d or well form’d, ali
the Logick, or Learning in the War}ﬂ

Wi
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4will never make him reafon right. It
Js true, that it may give hima Confufi-
.on of Ideas.or Notions, and make him

. ,talk very learned Nonfenfe, as we often
- find ; .yet .never to {peak better Senfe,
but rather worfe than before, becaufe
he fancies to himfelf to know fomething,
.and is in effe€t nothing; having his Mind
only burden’d or carry’d with things he
,knows not the .ufe of, (if they have any)
orhow to reafon rightly about them.
| So. that I believe it may often make Fools
itoappear worfe than what they otherwife
would do: And although certain Ex-
perience. ot Obfervation are the beft In-
firuments by which we can thew the
good Effects of our Wildom and Judg-
ment, yetit -cannot be faid, that Rea-
fon or Wifdom, in it {elf, is any better
than begfore. '

For Example, if a Centaur, (which
among the Ancients, is {uppofed to
-have been a Man on Horfe-back) is told
e by fome one to have been half Saryr,
half Dragon: 1 ihall conlequently fay,
-that a Centanr 1s 2 very fierce and ugly
Creature: No fays another, who has
Aeen the Ceptanr, or Man on Horfe-back,
it is a Miftake; he is neither fierce nor
ugly. Neverthelefs I fay, the one rea-
fons as juftly as the other, for each of
= H them
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them reafon right according to the Re--

prefentations given. Tt is'faid, that as

Boy pa[ﬁn% by a Burcher’s-Stall, - {ee a
couple of Sheep lying there, ready t«
be kil’d; theBoy ask’d what they were:

" Lions, faid the Butcher ; after which goin

“if the Mafter did look fheepifh, as if'h

to School, he told the Mafter he look’
very likea Lion ; a Lion faid the Mafter.
whete did you {ee one? Inthe Burcher’s
Stall faid the Boy; upon which th
Maftervery feverely whipp’d him. Now
none can fay, but that the Boy reafon’
as right, or his Judgment was as good

Name of a Sheep. -
And the fame is to be faid of all othe
falfe Ideas, Wifdom or Reafon isftill th
fame, although the Confequences ‘may
prove different, occafion’d by wrong or
falfe Reprefentations of things: So a:
Mr. Locke fays, a Man ignorant of thj
Englifb 'Tongue may call Purple Scarlet
yet makes no Falfhood in the Ideas.
Thus then if the Solids and Fluids b
right and equally well form’d, Wifdom|
or Reafon will ftill be the fame ; neither

had known to have given it the propes

make usWife, and if a wrong Formationl

“all manner of Ideas will be of little Effe

can any number of Ideas or Notio;g

Solomon f{ays, Bray a Fool in a Morte
: ana
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and he ([ball not become Wife: Or ac-
- cording to the old Proverb; Sexd a Fool
abroad, and he will come home a greater Fool
tharn  he went. One of the Profeflors of
Philofophy at Paris, ufed to alledge,
that the Children were very much be-
holding to the Midwives, in taking
care to put or form their Heads right,
when newly born ; but whether fo or
~.not, we are certain that they can be
wounded , deprefs’d, or put wrong,
both then and afterwards.

A great deal more might be faid,
‘and a thoufand other Inftances could be
-given, that our Wifdom and Reafon is
altogether owing to the Perfetion of
our Organs, (and particularly to the
- Brain) or to the Solids and Fluids of the
. Nor can any thing help or amend 1it,
- but the Alteration of the Orgarnization or
Fluids : And which I believe is not al-
ways impoflible, of which we have fe-
veral Inftances, as by drinking much, or
.the great Paflions of Grief or Joy, Alte-
ration of Diet or Climate,

After the fame manner we may con-
fider, that Wifdom or Reafon feems to
grow as the Body, and comes not to its
- Perfettion, until the Organs are perfect-
-ly form’d, or the Body is at its full
H 3 Growth;
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Growth ; fo we generally find the rea-
foning Faculties moft clear, when a
Man 1s athis full Strength ; as likewife
that we often find them to decay asthe
Body does, and frequently alfo to grow
better and worfe with it.

So commonly when a Man becomes
crazy in all the parts of the Body, his
reafoning Faculties for the moft part be-
come fo too (and where there is ‘an Bx-
ception, I am apt to think, that the
Brain and Fluids may be in a ‘good
State.) Nor can it be otherwife, if we
conlider all Souls to be the fame; and
that it is the Soul’s aéting with fit In-
ftruments, or a well organiz’d Body,
whofe Solids and Fluids are in Perfe&i-
on; which with Ideas performs the
Operations call’d Judgment and Reafo-
ning,.

P‘gor, as before, whether the Ideas or
Impreffions are juft or not, Wifdom or
Reafon will ftill be the fame ; for things
are either wrongly reprefented to us, by
our Education,or the Senfes miftaken b
a Deceptio Vifus, or fuch like ; the Defe
being a wrong Reprefentation of the Ob-
1e& or Idea to the Senfes, or to be what
it is not, and according to which the Soul
makes a Judgment. Or can the Know-
ledge ofDio p tricks, or different Repre-

{entations,
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fentations, be call’d any thing elfe but an
Art or Experience in {fuch a Way,

Nor can it be faid, that Wi{dom or
Reafon. any way improves by thinking,
as is commonly fuppos’d ; for even that
no doubt may be learn’d or made a Bu-
finefs; asit is faid of Pythagoras, who
oblig’d his Scholars to be filent the firft
five Years. It is true, that a Man by
thinking may draw more variety, or a
much greater number of Confequences,
from fuch particular Ideas ; yet Wifdom
or Reafon will ftill be the fame, can
neither be faid to be better or worfe;
for the more he thinks one Way, the
lefs he’ll do the other: Or at befl, is
only better fitted with Inftruments for
fuch a Way.

What I fhall farther add is, that it
{eems very probable, Writers who have
pafs’d their full Vigour and Strength,
are not {o ftrong, bright or clear, in
their reafoning Faculties (for thinking
and reafoning much, 1s hard Work.)
For which I think they ought not to
trouble themfelves fo much with intri-
cate Diflertations, or very hidden and
obfcure Difputes; but rather to obliged
the World with certain and undoubted
Quotations, Obfervations or Experi-
€nces.

H 3 For
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'For we have but 'too often feen many
¥ N.B. famous Authors, who have wrote in

w : . . _
M1 [%‘;,n Vigour and Strength, have again loft
or rafhly their Reputation, by writing ‘in"their:
Judge of gld Age. s5iem
theWife- :

man's - But if it be alledg’d, that fome Men
Judg-  have kept their judgment and' good

fail. ¢ o Reafoning, when their Bodieshave been
itisbe- crazy and fail’d; it muftfiill beallow’d,
veme . that their Senfes remian’d good, ' and
pal‘gnt? confequently the Brain. For if thefe
Orhe are crazy too, or fail’d, we fhall find
’g“fﬂ{fif”ea Decay of Wifdom ; for the vital Fire
Experi- then exti’nfgui{hes, and the Soul foon
ences, leaves the frail Machine, that tottering
:ﬁ:fi Habitation, or ruinous Frame, to make
foning its final"Exit, where Time fhall be no

Faculty more.
not fo ' 'y

it ronge
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REFLECTIONS
R0 iU E QNGB - v
Single and Mayried State.

'\ Organization and Underftanding, 1
hall now: more particularly confider
Wifdom,and in what Happinefs confifts,
both in the fingle and married State._
Wifdom or Reafon, if notthe fame, I
think' (at leaft) may very well be faid.
to be infeparable; and no doubt: con-
tributes more to our real Happinefs both
here and hereafter, than any thing elfe,
in this World. rplliter o asl )
--But let usvreftet a little on this Fe-
licity, Happinefs,: Satisfattion, Enjoy-
ment or Pleafure : Forto the Wifeman,,
no doubt that will appear.to be Hap-,
pinefs and Pleafure,- which to the Fool
{feems Mifery and Trouble; fo the foo-
lifh Man’s- Happinefs is Mifery and
‘T'rouble to theWifeman. And although

Cuftom may habituate or make us to *
H 4 follow

| ;AF T ER ‘what I have faid of the:

S
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follow, or run more in fuch a way, yet
doubtlefs our Inclinationsare much ow-
ing to our Paffions,natural Difpofition-or
Conftitution ; which 1s much according
to the Make, Form or Strutture,and na-
ture of the Solids and Fluids of the
Body. And after the famemanner our
Appetites and Senfes are delighted with
different- things, which Difference . of
Delight (as already prov’d) proceeds
from the different Strulture, or the
Form' and Figute of the Orgdnsor Sen-
fes.  How ridiculous thenisit for mé to
endeavour to perfuade a Man to like!
that which the Form and Strufture of
my Organs allow to beé good, while his’
deny 1t: For the Diverfities of Plea-
{ure and Diflike, (in the fame thing)
muft be, from tlie different Figuration
or Texture and Make of the Senfes, or
Organs. As Hearing, Seeing; Tafting,’
Feeling and Smelling, thefl}%rﬁes béing
all the fame, and is that which makes
one Man like one thing, another todis

+ Thus {hikeit; fo one Man can eat Cheefe, and:
one Manangther cannot fuffer the Sight or Smell
Woman, Of it ; the fame may likewife be faid as
another £0 Seeingand Hearing : Andas thereare
htes the not any two in the Univerfe (or their
Woman, cenfes) which are exaltly alike ; {0 it ids
<., not poflible for any twoto agreeﬂxafl’c-

¥
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Iy in their Sentiments, or in every thing
alike : And. much to be doubted whe.
ther ever there were any fuch two in
the World. This however may found
harfh- in the Ears of Lovers, aﬂhough
certainly fo; for which Happinefs feems
to be yet more certain in a fingle Life,
then in the married State: and proba-
bly for this St. Pawl wifely prefers Ceele-
bagy, or. the fingle Life to Matrimony ;
knowing how difficult or hard it is to
make a Choice, or to find two who are
very near. in. Temper, or very agreeable
‘to one another, and that for their whole
Life-times. - Thus it is probable that
'Fools of a Temper, if coupled with Fools
of the fame Temper, may (for ought ¥
know) be the moft happy Choice ; and
by the fame Reafon the Wife with the
Wife ; for oneWife, and the other Fool,
can never be both happy: TheWife one
may make the Fool fo, but the Fool can
never make the Wile one fo. How
careful ought we to be then in our
Choice, fince thisis the greateft and moft
material Turn or Change in human Life,
and on which in a great Meaﬁ}rc, both
our prefent and future Happinefs de-
pends. ;

Thus Solomon {fought Wifdom, and

not Riches, and doubtlefs it is that only
' which
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whi ch ¢can make us happy, and nothmg
elfe for all the Gold in the World can-'
not : Nor is there any Comparifonto be’
made betwmt Wlfdom and all the Trea-
fure of the Univerfe ; fora Bt:ggar ifa
Wife-man, will rnake himfelfr more hap-
py than an Emperor if a Fool. " Nor fs’
offible for any Couple if both are’
W ¢ and Prudent, (viz. Wildom, not !
Wit) ever to Bé Unha.ppy, althnugh re-‘l
duced to the greateft Poverty and Want. &
So it is.as_impoffible for two Foo]s, i
though ¢’er fo.rich to be truly happy.’
Thus Wifemen will value Wifdom, andgr
Foals Riches: And althuugh all muft:
allow that Riches has'its own Value, yet
there 15 no more Comparifon betwixt
wifdom and. Riches, ‘a$ to ‘the' makmg
us happy both here and her cifter, than’
betwixt the Choice of the Devil and’ an
Angel : Nor, is the reateft ‘of; ucheff’
Man-in the World, if a Fool, to be com
. pared to a Beggar, 1f Wik, s 3
How much more happ} was Dmamf_r,
and Jow  did he def] pife Alexander the’
Gre: f* when he“came to fee him in all!
his GlBHf and bid him ask what hf}
would hiave from him ? Seand‘out of m
Sun-fhine . ( {aid Diogeres ) thou tak&%
irnmhm.. wh 1t thmr Cfmi’r not ;:zn e me

L]
1
E

In
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Tn 2 Word, Wifemen know the Value
Gf wifdom, and Fools will never know
it. Thus cither for 2 Wifernan or Wo-
man, although reduced to the greateft
Neceﬁith, and from thence chofe to ©
be Partner to the greateft Prince or
Princefs of the Univerfe; if foolifh, the -
Wife onc muft furely make the pooreﬂ:
and a very miferable Bargain; for what =
can be greater Pain, Trouble or Tor- -
ture, then to be’ ty’d to Nonfenfe, Fol-
Ay “and Madnefs 5 during - the whole -
Llﬁi‘ | :uﬁlit '.a..
~ To the Wife (who are Mode{’c and Man
Sober) a very fmall matter {uffices, and E“‘-‘f te
for a' Fool, the Riches of the Unwerfe fleea'd

Wlﬂ, not fatlsfy hechut
% Nor can I ever be per{'uaded butf}}i;‘}h“fgf

that a Wife-man, although €’er fo poor, is are to
- more pw}brable or faltherabnve 3 Fool Eﬁfﬂm

De-

Man ; Wifdom being the Gift of God, Prince of

i nottobe purchas’d. Wifemen are f*;flhfﬁ

{o {fenfible of the Value of it,” with the vice win
Happme{'s and true Ple&ﬁlre 1t carries ever in-

along with it, that if they alter their firlg:go}c

Condition (1f' fingle) to the married we are

State, their cheif Aim is (or ought to be) ?“ﬁﬁe‘iﬁ

a W;f'e-woman, which 1s the true and'and va-
reat Barter, all other worldly Trifles lne Wit
%emg only as ‘common Accidents, and {25 2™

altogether
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altogether foreign to the, true Defign,
+ 1he O real Joy and Felicity: + Nor can
cnizf end Riches any more. be compar’d to Wif~
of Mar- dom, then a Grain of Sand is to real
uuggh; ¢o Happinefs. It is certain however, that
betora if a Man and Woman are both €’r {o
Sncete  yyife , and both Poor; yet common
fo rare to Prudence -ought not to allow them to

be had, og together only tomake Beggars in the
ol o %Vm’ldé thus fuch People commonly

thewife live fingle. Nor is it to be doubted, that
and vir- ifboth Wife, and both Rich, they will
enlyto - find greater Conveniencies for Marriage;
be de- ' although I.can never be perfuaded, that
| zgndetﬁ all the Money in the Univerfe, or even
~  Birthor Beauty, or any thing elfe in this
. World, is any way comparable, or ¢an
- make any manner of amends for the leaft
' Degree or Deficiency of Wifdom. All
- Creatures havea regard to their Choice .
and Pofterity ; or will the beft Animals
. degenerate mto a bafe Race: How
much more then ought Man to regard

fius Chorce.

However,, we do but very rarely
find, that the wife and virtuous Men
make great Fortunes in the World, ef-
pecially by Marriages (or yet Preferment
at Court,) f{ince it may be a very great
Queftion, whether a Woman ever fell in
Love with Wifdom ? that they do with

| Nonfenfe
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Nonfenfe and Folly, we fee daily In-
fances of it ; or as Children, with a
Fool and a Feather in his Cap, the Big-
nefs of his Carcafe, his * Laced-ﬂoat,a;;‘l"’hrm
‘or Hand{omnefs of his Wig; whereas vaiue or
Wwife-men make the leaft Figure or Ap-chufe,
pearance that Way. As a'Gentieman,glfgger_
who Courting of a young Lady, was re- Bread
jeted ; and being ask’d her Objettions i‘i‘:‘.:r by
to him, found fault with his Drefs and gyiging,
Wig : Nay -then,-rep}y’d the Gentleman, Sir #al-
my beft Advice is for her to marry ay,ou
Valet de Chambre or Perriwig-Maker.  fine

Or indeed how much better is it at Cloaths
Court, where a fine Suit of Cloaths is ";‘;5;";3’
but too often preferr’d to a fing Intelledt ; pleafe
for Wife-men are not fond of Show, but ﬁ“ﬂ?{
as Mr. Cowley {ays, they led a2 Life juft i
as it were by Stealth; for Wifdom is ra-
ther known to be Melancholy, Modeft,
and Penfive; as Solomon fays, in much
Kﬂﬂmﬂe;’ge s there is much 'Sorrow
which 1 underftand thus, that it muft
needs be Sorrow and Trouble for a
Wife-man to fee tlie common Madnefs,

Follies and Diftradtions of Mankind, as
it may make one melancholy to go into
Bedlam. For otherwife Wi{dom,no doubt,
in it felf, is altogether comfortable.
Or what a poor Figure do we com-
moply find the wifeft Men make i# the

" World.
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World. Mr. Cowley fays, of Merab, Saul’s;
Daughter, upon his promifing of her:

-to David, | D0

But banghty [be, did this jaft Match

defpife,,
Hey Pride debauch’d her [udoment and her:

Eje.i‘ 4
An unknown Youth, n€er feen at Court
before,,
Who Shepherd’s Staff, and Shepherd’s Habit:
bore :

The fewen born Son of :}a rich Houfe were:
| | JHill!
TW’unpleafant Formswhich ber high Thoughts
did fil

It’s true hie again fays,
But Michal, in whofe Breaft all Virtues

MOVE,
That hatch the pregnant Seeds of [acred Love;
With jufter Eyes the noble Object meets,
And turns all Merab’s Poyfon into Sweets.
She faw and wonder’dy: how a Touth unknown,
Should make all Fame [0 foon to come his

o,

But fuch a Choice is very rare; be-
fides, that our Author intimates 1n
fome Lines hereafter, that fhe knew he

was
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was to be a great Man. - And Parents
think of nothing elfe but the Chaice of
Money or Riches,how very well does the
Author of the Difpenfary fay,

This weight all Mercenary Projects tries,
And knows that to be rich, is tobe Wilfe :
By ufual Obfervations he can tell, -
The facred Charms that in true Sterling
B dwell,
How Gold made a Patrician of a Slave,
A Dwa;*f an Atlas, z Therfites brave :
1t cancels all Defects, and in their Plage,

- Finds Senfe in Brownlow, Charms in Lady

BEAE | - Grace : « No fo-
- It guides the Fancy, and directs the Mind; ber Man
 No Bankrapt ever found a fair one kind : 2" &*

\ : ; by the

" He fancies that a thoufand Pound fupplies, Riches of

'The want of twenty thoufand Qualities, =~ 2 Wife

f J f ‘Q‘ fince on
ly as a

* And fo much for Riches. In aWord, good

- Icannot fee any great Matters a wife Jteward
for her

- and fober Man can get by Marriage, al- ang 1ec
_ though ¢€’er {o poor, fince fo verylittle Chil-

_ fuffices himfelf, ‘and probably all the 37"
Overplus brought by a Wife, is not erava-
" fufficient to fatisfy her Extravagance ;gnt
or what wife Man is there, ‘that will yecqije
© not be fatisfy’d  with the  défire ofhe wants
“the truly Wile ' Mr. Cowley, where he 52
fﬁYS, T4 ) L to fpend.

i
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If ‘ever I more Riches did .defire, -
Then Cleanline(s and Quiet do require :
If @er Ambition. did my Fangy cheat,
With any Wifb [0 mean as to begreat ;
Continue Heaven, [till from me to remove,

The humble Bleffings of that Life I love.

And then he fays,

This only grant me, that ny Means may lye
Too'low for Em;y: for Contempt taavb{glﬂ ;

But then he fays, fpeaking of Liberty,

Who governs hisown Courfe with fteady hand:
Who does himfelf with [ov’reign Power
COmmAana :
Whom neither Death, nor Poverty does fright,
Who ftands not aukwardly in his own Laght
Againft the Trath : Who cap when. Pleafures
knock
Loud at hisDoor, keep from the Bolt and Lock,
Who canythough Hownour at his Gate fhould
)
In all her masking Cloaths, ﬁmd'bﬂﬁmfg?.
And cry be gone, Ihave no Mindto play.

Ina Word, I have endeavour’d to
{hew in what Happinefs confifts ; altho’
it is probable, thatevery Man swill have
his own particular Thoughts of Hap-
pinefs, Aud no doubt moft of the
- World

[
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World are againft a fingle Life : The
Roman Emperors and Confuls were againft
it, ahd look’d upon the Roman Batche-
lors as Enemies to the common Good ;
although it’s probable that proceeded
from a politick Defignt, by being nume-
rous, the “better to maintain their’
Strength, Power and Grandeur : Yetit’
1s very probable, that where thereisa’
right and prudent Choice of a wife Wo-
man, it is the moft happy Life ; but fhe
i not every where tobe found : Solomor,
I think, fays a Man wife have I found in
a Thoufand, but a wife Woman have T
not found among all thefe. However, I
muft own, that Ithink there are as many
Wife among them, as amiong Men, (if
not more) fince rarely that they have
fucha great Opinion of their learned pro-
found Chymerical Knowledge, as the
vain Man too commonly has ; and pro-
bably proves them to be fo much the
wifer. Befides, that if Men deny them
other Notions and Ideas, or any Play to
A&, but that of Pots and Peticoats,
their whole Knowledge, Difcourfe; and
- Pancies muft run that Way ; whereas I
- have faid before, fuch particular Impref-
- fions by Cuftom, make uscapable of fuch
a particular Trade,Knowledge or Scicnce.
And it igaccording to the Part wehaveto

I att
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alt in the Play, we. are efteem’d, or
make a Figure in the World. How-
ever, it is moft certain, that the wife
Ones either of Men ot Women, are but
too, too rare in the World?

Thus then we fhall find a great
many Difficulties, as to a Marriage
Choice : Befides that, if we confider to
chufe right, we ought to prefer that one
before all other Creatures in the Uni-
verfe, in order to be truly happy.. -

He then who is refolv’d to live com-
fortably in that State, let him guard
againft Beauty, or be careful how he
tooprecipitately falls in Love; for in that
Cale, his Eyes, Ears and Senfes, are be-
come viciate, and no more to be trufted
too: Foras a Man in the Fawnndice, who
{ees every thing yellow, fo the otherfees
all right that the belov’d does, though
cer 1o wrong: But Siv Walter: Rawleigh
very well fays, it is a Folly to advife
againft the Witcheraft of Beauty ; but
believe it, fays he, that ifyou can refift
it for a while, you fhall {ee another yet
much more plealing than the firft, fe-
cond,or third Love ;and remember, fays
he, he who marries for Beauty,binds him-
felf to that for Life, which may neither
laft or pleafe him fora Year, for the Pe-
gree dieth when it is obtain’d, and the

Aftetion
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A'ffeftion’ pemﬂietﬂ wth'en it 15 fansf'y’d
Sﬁfwﬂaﬂ f& Sy Wa mm ﬁ?fd a4 vIrtuons
;ﬂgﬁ’ far ber Pf‘IS'E' is far above' Rné:e;

The Héar‘r of her Hiishand doth- [afely truft
in ber, [athat be ﬂmﬂ hae ng need. 1of. Spail,

She wﬂl dq ?ﬂn gpad ﬂﬂd 70 ewl all the
Days ﬂf‘k Li e. Mrengri: and @wr:r
are her ¢ mtbm Mi fbe | m’! rejoroe in
tfmé o Eé‘ﬂ;é % e o emeﬁ’y er Moath with

: aﬁﬂ md in her Ta gﬂe is the L;mr qf

Sbe !gai:&t we'll to ffa ays 0

her Hf fﬂ! ﬁad fdter& #ot tﬁe ?Rreii f
Tdlendfs 5 Her Children arife ap and_call
ber b ﬂéd, ber Husband a f}, and he.  prai-
ﬁ:tb her.  Many Dmgbters ve done virtu-
oufly, but thou excelleth tbem all : E;wa:r 15
dﬁ’ﬂﬂ{f#f “and Beanty is Vanity, but a Wo-
man rba: ﬁwfrh the Lord, fbﬁ‘ ﬂm!ﬁ be
praifed.

it Thomas Moor ad vifes his Friend to
have no regard to eitherWealth or Beau-
ty in the Choice of aWife ; and if he de-
fires Happinefs, bids be fure to chufe a
virtuous One, which will be Joy, Fe-
licity and Comfort to him during his
whole Life, whether in Adverfity or
otherwife : And the fame no doube may
be faid of Men. Sir Walter R. as yet
fpeaking of Beauty, fays, it is true, a
Man generally prefers his Fancy in that

Appetite or Paffion, before all other
| I 2 worldly
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worldly Defires, facrificing his Honour,
Credit and Safety toit. Yet remember,
fays he, although thefe AffeGtions do
not laft, Marriage endureth to the end
of thy Life. Butalas! we are but
rarely {fo wife as to take thofe whole-
fome Precepts until it be too late.

To what Purpofe then is it to advife
in this, any more than in Controverfy :
Itisa Paﬂ{m but rarely to be govern’d
by Reafon ; or where have we feen one
fall in Love with Wifdom or Virtue.
Then let us ceafe with this mufty Phi-
lofophy, or toadvife that which will not
be advifed, and conclude with the great
Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia, where in his
Dialect betwixt Reafon and Paflion,

Realon fays,
But Reafon will, that Reafon govern moff,
Paflion Anfwers,
But Paffion will, that Paffion rule the Roaff.

T HB
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CONCLUSION

AND OF
EDUCATION

FR O M al] what is faid before,
then I conclude, that Wifdom or
fonis not any real thing, but a Ca-
pacity, ' or the Soul’s alting in the great-
eft - erfe&mn which muft altogether
be owing to the Exattnefs, and Juftnefs
of the Inftruments, or Solicls and Fluids
of the Body : Since, if thofe be wrong,
all theldeas or Impreﬂinns in the World,
will never give hima Capacity, or make
him Wife. Thefe only ferving, as I {aid,
to fit or make him better to anderftand
fuch a particular Trade, Science or Bu-
{inefs ; {ince all the Knnwledge or Lear-
ning we have, for our temporal and
human APfatrs, are to be acquir’d or
learn’d as fo many Bufineflesor Trades :
For the Souls of all Men are probably
| I3 the
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the fame, or equally Wife; and if fo,
there cannot be-any-ether way-rightly
to account-for the-Differences of their
Operations. For if we were to {fuppofe .
the Sloul of one Man to ﬁebattelél than
another ; 1t were realopabie to, DELEVE,
thatit Jﬁduﬂﬁaiﬁi ar.&o‘-f;te , what
e’er may happen to the Organization :
But on the comtrary, we/fee, that the
wifeft become equally mad or fnolil’hiig

Acgidents, for fomathe Vitiakon of
Sﬂﬁdsga-?h%lgds of the Body. ~Norl
believe, will any be fo grofs as to fay,
that God has given a fooliftr Soultaa
Changling : For the, Soul is the. fame,
aithau%g it atsin that different Manner,
upon that different Fabrick or Machine,
.. Hath. not the Poster-power over the Clay
?‘ the fame. lump, to.wmuke one Veffel unto
onoxr, ff.mf another wpto difbanonr?. ..
Nayy but O Man,, who art thouy that re-
fleiteft azainft God? fhall the thing. form’d,
[ay to hine that forne'd ity why haft thou made
77e qut.f-? 2wl i L W g
- Agood Organization then,orForm,and
particularly that of the Head or Brain,
(the Seat of gll the Senfes) with the
proper State or Nature of the Fluids, is
the principle thing to be wifh’dfor ; and
uot to be acquir’d, but probably pre-
ierable to any thing elfe in this Wcﬁd.
ot
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--Not But" that it is abfolutely ‘neceflary,
for- the judging right , or rather the
fhewing of our Wifdom and Redfon, by
the good' Effe&s, ‘which can only be
done by the receiving of juft and true
Notions, or right Ideas, Impreflions,
or Reprefentations of things; whether
it be by thofe we call more fimple, (pro-
bably %E moft certain) or thof€ we call
‘P EPIREIH (S SLRIR0 T
For we Thall find, that according to
the old Proverb, An Ounce of Myther’s
Wit, ‘isworth a Pound of Logicks. '
~ And'thus according to the Struture
or Form, and the Nature of the Fluids,
we {Hall have our Paffions or Inclinati-
ons to 'differ; and by the wrong' Re-
prefentation of things, will occafion
different Effets; “that is, a ‘different -
Sentence or Judgment to arife from our
Reafon. 1f thus we jointhen theftrength
of our different Temperaments or In-
clinations, the wrong or various Re-
refentation of things, (by prejudice of
ducation) together with our private or
Eublick temporal Interefts; we fhall
nd thefe the greatand original Caufes

of all our Quarrellings, Divifions and

Difputes: * e ik
And jif we did but take the time fe-
rioufly to reflet, and think a lictle
| on
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on this, it would make us more cautious,

and confequently much more wife, in

not toorafbly judgingof any other Man’s
Judgment, Wifdom, Reafon, or Opi-
-nion ; excepting in thofe things which

are contrary to the Dictates, and great

Rules of Morality, and deny’d by all

good Men, and cwil Societies. I can

never enough wonder at-the Impudence

‘and Vanity of fome Men, (which how-

F st ever feems to be the greateft Sign of
one,in -Ignorance) who would have all the
fome De-World to believe, that their Reafon is
erf;d;gtpreferahle to all Mankind’s: 'But may
ftill chere not one as eafily, and with as much Rea-
;ié‘;‘éﬁfon, endeavour to perfuade the World,
ment, - cthat he has the maft beautifnl and
which is handfomeft, or beft Form of Body and
ooeve Faceinit: Since it is not to be doubted,
“will or that our Reafon and Judgment is as
Infticati- much different one from another, as we
the Al- are in Forms or Faces; and may pro-
mighty, bably be as eafie for him to prove the
oeing all \ne as the other ; fince fomany Men, {o
Benefic many Minds. For my own Part, I could
ggili?ﬂ“ never have the Vanity to believe or
fince we think my Face or Body comparable to
can inno Millions of others ; -and far lefs could I
pavbe ever believe, my Reafon, Opinion or
bieto  Judgment,  preferable to any Man’s,
Ma.o o where the thing could fuffer the %}fl}
. o



and of Education. 121

Difpute, and was not condemn’d by all
good Men, -or human and regular So-

“cieties : And this in fome Meafure is to

do juftice to.all Mankind. . .

“ Not but that we may jn a friendly+ Thus

we ought

t{tanner,endeavoqr to I'eprcfel‘lt 'thlﬂgs probably
rightly .(or according to our Notions or to give
,Qqqc;ptipns of them) to one another :fome
Bug 1

the beft. way to decline it ; fince_ it infignifi-
d

e o4, 3 g iaizd e E allow-
that will not do; it is probably ance for
A o | b f i & Y - h h RallUTE o n e Dif-
Is to be fear’d, that they have contra- g
£ted tou..ﬂnon%a Prejudice, Habit, Cu-of Tem-

~ftom or Intereft, if not likewife vitiate in pers and

the Organization, .or Form and Nature oo a

of the Solids and Fluids of -the Body:2lo to
For it feems, but too.apparent, tha Il,'];'j:‘lg;}r
thfl‘e arc a. H&& many :Whﬂ are Iﬂﬂ.t Coun-
to.change: their Religion, or.Church., tries.
only from the being ufed and. habi.
tuate to that Place, and from anUnwil,
lingnefs to leave their old Acquain-
tance there, and its Cuftoms. For if we

find a Man unwilling to leave an old
accuftom’d Place or Tavern, Friends,
Company, or Coffee-houfe he has been

ufed to all his Life; and from whofe
People or Companies, he receives Friend-
fhips, Civilities and Favours: How
much more muft this make him ad-
heve to the. former. And thefe I fay,
with the ftrength of Intercft, we ,{Paﬁ

G Ay g orT in

L e 4
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‘find t{) f&at Ltgéth in theé hin-
‘dring ultlt to ¢ g; from one
Scét to another. In fing, T fhall refer
- my Reader r.o*the foreg ing Parts, Being
" aliofta weary of Tteating any er
‘upon this Subjed, althou h m'exha;ﬁ} 3
“ bl in it felf* Yet i what Thive @id-al-
.. ready, behot'of fome Ufe, “to fay miore
~ - 'may be of as little'; for “which T fhall
[ ¢onclude this tt} faj? fém::tﬁmg q" Edﬂ-
1 ;-mf;tm g
U If -there be fo much owin ﬁ-nm
C what is faid, “to the  Perfettion of
‘the Organs efpécially the " principal
P Sesﬁ.rrmm Commane, the Seat
of’ A1 the Sénfes, “viz. the Head and
' Brain: How “much ' ought we to take
‘care_ of our Clivices, | in-order to have
our 'Pofterity. the more perfett that
wiy ' We: ﬁﬁH that this has ever been
régdrded among all Softs and Kinds of
C eatures s “weh as c%etables ﬁICﬁ
aﬁ:n{g upoﬁ a good Stock, ! of
CF of the fame Block,a Bird of a oncs
Neft, 2 Dog ‘ot Horfe of 4 goodlgx
i Man, who ‘ought above all' Crea-
turcs to be the tnoft catefiil that wa
has been 'the moft carelefs, éfpecmlr
of late,’ that th,éy have fo runinto'a IY
manrfer of Vice, fo-as to'be tempted to
fell, pawn or ‘mortgage ‘their Body and
Souls to the Devil, (for Money) dm
order
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order to fupport théir moft infatiable
Avarice , and unparallel’d Pride "and
Luxury : ‘'which neverthelefs, can only
tend to their temporal miferable Infir-
mities;’ accompany’d with Confufion,
Diftraétion,’ Folly and Madnefs, while
here ;- ahd to’their eternal Damnation
and Slavery hereafter. But if fuch Care
is taken for the good Kinds of all Crea-
tures and Things, how much ought we
to take carein'the coupling and chufing
of the good Kinds, ‘among human Crea-
tonres ; fince that is'a natural Gift not
to’be purchas’d by all the Riches in the
Univerfe. * For how much do we find
Pogsand Horfes to be valued according
toi their different Kinds and Natures;
{o'we may obferve, that Children gene-
rally take very much after their Parents
(M. B;; All: Children may not be of the
fuppos’d Father). - :
o1 And- although the Statelinefs of the
kind is fomething to be valued, for plea-

fing of the Eye, orto look at; yetabove
~ all, the Statelinefs of the Mind,  that is
- itst' Humility, Virtue, Prudence and
Wifdom, ' (which lattér probably in-
cludes all the'other good' Properties) is
far preferable’to any Form'of Body.

- Nor fhall we but very rarely find,
that the Children of a very wife and
H/O | virtuous
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virtuous Father and -Mother, prove
neverthelefs ,  very great Fools, -and
very vicious (V.- B. that a great many
very good and virtuous People, ar¢ not
always endow’d with  great  Prudence
andWifdom) : Thus we fhall find fome-
thing of the old Proverb: truej Cat after
Kind ; and the fame may be obferv’din
all other Creatures.; o seli 1t aoist 2
. .So that the Wife, Prudeént and. Vir-
ruous, will always make Choice of thofe
of their own Kind, as preferable toany
thing elfe in this World ; not only- for
the %ke of Pofterity, with their-own
temporal or prefent Satisfaction, 1n trué
and real Happinefs; but alfo as being
the moft rprobable way of . bringi
both them and theirs, to the eternal Elg
fings of all. Joy and Felieity.. - - 1+ siisn
. But now having been all dlong upon
Wifdom or Reafen, I need not give any
farther Marks of it, being fo evident to
every one 3 nor - will Ipretend to deter-!
mine, whether a long Head 1s more
wife or preferable to a Bullet, round or:
Turnip fafhion’d Head? Or whether
the Male, who furnifhes the perfe&
Aaimacla, be more to be regarded tham
the Female, who only gives' Nourifh-
ment ¢ Or how differently the Arima-
¢ilay Embiia, or Infant, may be modell’d
| o
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or moulded in the Mother’s Belly, or
the ufefulnefs of the Midwive’s right fet-
ting of their Heads, at the time of De-
livery of the Child; nor of the good
or evil Effe@s of Nourifhment, or even
that of Nurfes: How much Children
take after them, of their Nature and
Temperament, {o as oftentimes more
than from their Mothers.
. But let it fatisfy us at prefent, that
the Child is come into the World as it
can, and well or evil form’d as itis: I
{hall in the firft Place, give this as
a general Rule, from the Birth to the
Grave, to make Choice only of the
moft Wile, and moft Virtuous People
about us; efpecially in all thofe things
which canany way be fuppos'd to affect
our Virtue, Knowledge, Wifdom or
Reafon : And which 1s yet more parti-
cularly to be fear’d in Infants and Chil-
dren, either from the Mifmanagement
or Viciation of the Organs, or {poiling
of the Form or Nature of the Solids and
Fluids of the Body ; or by teaching or
communicating to them wrong Notions,
Impreflions or Ideas. |
I fhould even advife too, a Wife,
Midwife, becaufe reafonably to be be-
lieved, {he underftands her Bufinefs beft :
And'if the Mother is not very health}sf;
an
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and able to fuckle, let the Parents take
care and fpare no Coft to have a wife,
virtuous, and ‘good temper’d Nurfe,
( efpecially -the two latter Properties’
and to have her healthy, and one of goo
Milk ; fince they often, or for the moft
part, take very much from them of their
Nature, Temperament, Habit and Con-
{titution. & W il tnoT] Aa
The dry Naurfes, or People about
them, during their Infancy (as well as
afterwards) ought no ‘doubt to be the
fame , that they may imprint, ‘or infi-
nuate to them no other, ‘but good,
jult and true Impreflions or Ideas,
(by this T do not mean whining Zea-
lots or Biggots, fince they, too common-
ly Hypocrites, are by allmeans to 'be
avoided) but rather thofe of a large Ca-
pacity, good temper’d, virtuous, pru-
dent and wife; thefe being ' the great
Pillars and Supports of true Religion
and human Society. g Ay
And although all manner of care is to’
be taken in chufing them good and
wife Managers, or Company, to ditate,
teach, explain, and give them right No-
tions of things : Yet by no meansto be
mop’d up, or kept from their innocent
childifh Diverfions and Company, which
may probably beas neceflary” then, ‘as
- grayer
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raver Matters ‘are at Man’s Eftate ;
ince probably they give as right Ideas.

Let their childifh Company too, be of
the beft temper’d and wife to their Age;
as alfo fuitable iin Tempers, unlefs the
one be inclin’d to be vicious : But above
all,-let them not be in the Houfe or
Company of oldor young, who are in-
clin’d to be paflionate ; {ince they take
much from f{uch Example, Cuftom or
Habigl ™5 oliuss *

As to Schooling , it owere to be s ang
wifl’d, as Mr. Lacke fays, That there Cuftom
were little Hierogliphick Marks or Stamps 1o P°™
to the moft fignificant Words, as of the fome
Names of Things; forby having the Re. meafure
prefentations with theWords,might give f,i_.tf; o
us more juft, equal, or exatt Notions ganizati-
of them. As alfo great Care to be had *™
in giving the right Meanings of Words ;
and to be wifl’d, that each Word had
only one Meaning. As to Languages,
it is above all to be endeavour’d, to un-
derftand their own Paternal onerightly,
and next the foreign Languages ; that
is, thofewhich may be the moft ufeful
to them ; for one Language can give us
no more Knowledge than another: But
fo far asit ismore ufefulin fuch a Trade,
cience, Way or Bufinefs ; fo that Pa-
ents ought as foon as poflible, to ﬂu?}r

. - the
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the Inclindtions and Capacities of their
Children ; and according towhat they
intend them, or the part they are to aét
in the World, they ought to give them
all their Notions and Education, as
near as is poflible, and not to give them
a {mattering of every thing, 1n order to
make them good for nothing ; or if de-
fign’d for a ‘T'rade, let them begin to ufe
their Fingers or Body foon, for the foon-
er they begin, the moreagile and handy
they will become. -
As to the Larin Tongue by Cuftom
and Manner of our Country and Educa-"
tion, Drviges, Lawyers. or Phyficians, can
do nothing without it ; as Jikewife the
Greek : Not but that Sets of Men, ap-
propriate for fuch a Language by Tran-
{lations, might communicate all that’
neceflary, and effeftually enough in the
common Language ; but that fay they,
would make our myfterious Bufineffes,
too common, or too plain ; yet if it
were not for fuch like Reafons, all the
World muft allow, that thofe, orthe
Dead Languages, cannot otherwife be fo
ufeful as the Living.  Fabius, %mmi!fg-
ausy Lagitus and Demofthenes, leem to
be of the fame Opinion, fince in {peaking
of Rhetorick, they all advife it from the
Orators own Mouth ; and fignify :Jmf the
ame
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fame time, that there is more Nourifh-
ment in the Words of the Living, than
of the Dead: And no doubt 1s {o, {ince
more inliven’d with the true Senfe and
Meaning of Words; together with
Gefticulation or Gefture, and Cuftoms
of the People. But fince neceflary ac-
cording to the Cuftoms and Education of
Europe, to learn the Latin or Greek 5 it
feems very probable however, that there
might be found much more eafy Ways
for the teaching of it; then we common-
ly have in Schools; which fhould ra-
ther be after having learn’d the Nowus
and Verbs, by the expounding of good
diverting Authors, than by Themes and
Rules; and rather by making Schools
the places of Diverfion, than of Tertror;
by having daily Plays for them both to
a&t and {peak in the beft Latin, each ac-
cording to his Capacity ; their Punifh-
ments {hould be by ad):rice of the Ma-
fter, but fo as rather to come from the
Derifion or Caftigation of their Fellow
Companions than otherwife. The Ma-
{fter’s Bufinefs being as a Judge, to fen-
tence or determine Juftice upon their
Complaints, and to contrive for them
Plays and Speeches, - that may be diver-
ting. From hence it will follow, that

the Mafter fhould be a wife, prudent,
K virtuous
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- virtuous and facetious Man, who fhould
frequently converfe with them, even
in the Schools upon different Subjetts,
letting them converfe or tell any little
innocent Tales or Stories, among them-
felves; he affifting them when they
{poke wrong Latiz; or even fometimes
for them to play at Children’s Plays, as
Queftions and Commands, ¢ by this
means the Language would eafily be
learn’d, and become familiar to them as
any other, after which if they think fit
might ﬁud{ its Rules, and Criticifmes

more ftriCtly,
- As to the Univerfity Learning, T have
already hinted fomething of the Ufeful-
nefs of it, in the foregoing Sheets: ¥ fhall
onlyadd here,tharit were probably much
more to our Advantage, we had the ex-
perimental Philofophy, more taught and
improv’d there, then to trouble our
felves with the drifforelian, or Cartefian
Notions ; and in place of our Logicks
and Metaphyficks, to apply our {elves
more to the Mathematicks, {ince Algebra,
the Dottrine of true and equal Propor-
tions, might be of more ufe in Reafo-
ning, as alfo Mechanicks ; T doubt not,
but that it would be of great ufe, if
fome of the beft Artills or Trades, were
planted or had a publick Place in the
" Seminary
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Seminary or Univetfity; for Studerits to
{ee the Prattice, as well as know the
Theory of Mechanicks. And although
Phyfiogmomy is but little reg;irded, and out
of U%; yet I doubt not, but there may
be more 1 it, than what we commonly
imagine ; was much ftudied by the An-
cients; who were no Fools: And I
doubt not, but that it might be a great
Introdu&ion to the Knowledge of Man-
kind in general; this with the Know-
ledge of our felves, beingthe moft ne-
i’:efFa,ry' ftudy of any in this World.
And if {fo, why ought we not to have
Schools, teaching us the Knowledge of
Men, dnd of the World; as well as of
our felves; by fhewing us the different
Natures, Kinds and Degrees (by lively
Examples) of Hypocrily, Virtue and
Vice: This being a Study the moft ne-
ceflary ift human Life, and yet the moft
negletted efpecidlly with us:  And al-
though the Italians have no Schoolserect-
ed to that Purpofe, yet naturally ftudy
this, more than we do.
*  Neverthelefs, it being by Cuftom
- found neceflary to go through the com-
mon Univerfity Learning ; I fhould ra<
ther advife but a fuperficial Knowledge,
by that means rather to fee the folly
of it, then to amufe themielves much
K 2 with

S
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with it, fince Thinking in any way
ooes much by Cuftom: That is, our
Thotghs run much according to the .
way we have imploy’d them ; for
which we are to take a great deal
of care, of the ways we do imploy
them in. - - |
Asto Travelling, if a Man has a great
ftock of Wifdem, Virtue, orgood Senfe;
I efteem the travelling without a Go-
vernour, to be his beft way, and'never
to have any other Servants but of each
Country he goes too, which' fhould be
well taken care of, by Letters before
Hand, and well recommended for- their
good Senfe, Sebriety, Fidelity and Vir-
tue, (coft what they would) and by
this Means, and the keeping Company
omnly (as alfo in travelling) with none
but People of the Country he is in,
and not at all with thofe of his own
Nation, will ‘make him much more
civilized; and by this means much
better to know the Cuftoms, Man-
ners and Language of ‘the ‘Country’
and People. HLT ‘
But 1f it be found more proper he
fhould have a Governour, let himabove
all, be a Man of Wildom, Sobriety, Gra-
vity, good Temper, virtuous, ofa good
Conduct, Life and Converfation; nei-
SRR : &l ther
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ther extravagant, or too narrow,aMan
of a good Behaviour, and if poflible,
one who has travell’d and knows the
Countries and Languages. As to the
Parts to travelin, let the Youths Tem-
‘per be well confulted:. For Example,
one who is naturally very {prightly, gay
and airy, fhould ftay buta {hort ,while
in Framee 5 'and rather:to go firft, and
1pend moft of his time in: Holland, Italy,
or Spain; there to keep grave, virtuous
and fober Company, which with Air
and Diet, may very much influence
him; as alfo the Chafe board at fome-
times, may be avery proper Amufement
for fuch a Youth ; whereas one who is
naturally inclin’d to be grave, penfive,
melancholy, or phlegmatick, fhould ra-
ther go ficlt to Framce, to ftay there,
and keep Company with the innocently
merry and facetious, to make but
fhort ftay in thofe other Countries men-
tion’d before ; and fora Diverfion, the
Tennis may {fometimes; be very proper
for him. - As to his Religion, it cannot
be expetted 1 fhould advife him to be
any other, than what his Parents have
brought him up, and incline too ; elpe-
cially among Chriftians: And if he
happens . to be of the eftablifh’d Reli-
gion of his Country, it wil be fo

g K3 much
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much the more for his Quiet, Bafe'and
Jnverclt. | |
As to the other particulars, 1 fhall
leavé them to the good and prudent
Management of himfelf and Governour;
who ought no doubt to be as 1 have
{aid, a Man of Humility, eafy Conver-
{ation ; not ftubborn in Temper,or rigid-
}y ftri€t, but rather a Man affable, kind,
free, complaifant, generous and indul-
gent in any thing that is not vitious, or
very extravagant ; endeavouring rather
to perfuade him by the firength of Rea-
fon, good Manners, Love and Friend-
thip, then by he&oring or bouncing,
which rarely does any good, and {hou
rather endeavour to make himfelf to be
efteem’d by his Pupil as & Companion,
than as a Guard or Spy upon his A&tions.
To this T {hall add, the beft: Receipt
againft Love, which is Exercife both of
Body and Mind, efpecially the latter ;
with abience of the Object: Idlenefs
being the Oyl or Feuel for that
Fire, and was that which degenerate
the greateft Heroes, as Alexander, Han-
nibal, ‘St " = . _ |
As to the coming to true Knowledge,
or to the getzing of right Impreffions, or
true Notions ot things ; of all temporal
or worldly Affairs, thorough the whole
i S5 Series
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Series of our Lives) is by chuling, and
- keeping Company with the truly wife,
prudent, virtuous, fober and good tem-
per’d of what e’er Degree or Rank fo-
LT R SR H e e _
 Wildom and good Temper, are the
great Signs, of that natural PetrfeCtion
of the Organization ; or of the good
State and Form of the Solids and Fluids
of the Body. - iy

Wildom and. Virture are the true
Hlﬂ%ﬂi on which (all the great and
good Affairs, or the material Prajfe
}ﬁprthy,; and noble Aftions of human
Life do turn; although teo true,
that our common Affairs now adays,
rather turn upon the Hinges of Am-
bition, Pride, Avarice, Foﬁy and Vice.
As to our Managements, Circtimitan-
ces, and Application to Bufinefs in
the World : I havealteady hinted fome-
thing to that Purpofe, in the foregoing
Sheets, 1fball only add here, that Pa-
rents are to {tudy the Genious’s Capaci-
ties and Inclinations of their Children,
and to breed and give them Jdeas accor-
dingly, with refpett to the ftudy they
are proper, and intended for, ‘which
dhould always be to fomething, fince
Idlenefs is the Motherof Drunkennefs,
Debauchery, or all manner of Vice; and

K 4 pro-
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probably may bea great Caufe of fome
Mens being fuch miferable, avaritious
Wretches, whennothing ellzf; to do, but
upon the continual thinking of their
Money, and the Sums they are to
heap up. The Turks, whom we look
upon to be {uch a very ignorant People,
are furely much more wife than our
felves in that, fince even the greateft
of them divert and amufe themfelves,
by learning of fome Trade or Bufinefs
and probably travelling through Turky
and to Perfiz, may be of greater ufe
than our travelling in' Europe, where
we {lill feem to be at Home, both
as to Cuftoms and Manners; whereas;
there we come as into another World,
the People, their” Manners, ' Cuftoms,
and Livings , being  entirely ‘diffe-
rent. L :
Youth are to confider their own
Temperaments, Capacities, and Incli-
nations, as foon as poffible, to infinuate
the fame to their Parents, who are pro-
bably (if wife, and not byafs’d by a foo-
lith Fondnefs) the beft Judges of their
Capacities and Inclinations. For it is
better, and a Man may make a' good
enough Bookfeller, Shopkeeper, "Attor-
ney, or Apothecaty; wheréas he may
make but an indifferent Divine, Cm;_nf
Bl _ ol
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fel, or Phyfician; and on the other © " -
hand, may.make butan mdifferent
Shopkeeper, ‘Attorney, or'Apothecary;
and yet might have made a good Di~
vine, Counfel, or Phyfician.  Thus the
Oracle of ‘Delphos, when Cicero ask’d
“what Bufinefs he fhould  take him-
felf too; made anfwer, and bid hirn
®llow: Nagee. ! 0 Joismoono Han
- ‘But'whatis' moftly taken notice of in
this World, are the common Characters
Men take upon themfelves, and are
efteem’d’ dccordingly ;- for every Man is
imploy’d ‘according to the Name and
Rank he puts himfelf” in, and rarely
otherwife ; forif an Apothecary fhould
underftand ‘Phyfick begtger than ‘many
Pliyficians’,’ yet he will never be im-
gl@}i’diand-_ pay’d as fuch, or an Attor-

ey as a Counfel, although he {hould
know 'much more; and the Reafon is,
he ' not having rank’d himfelf in ' that
Clafs. So a Coffee-man, or Vintner,
will never be regarded orefteem’d as a
Politician, “although he ' fhould under-
ftand it €’er fo well. And for this Caufe if
a Man thinks he cannot be {fo wellina
private Condition, as in the more pub-
dick, fplendid, or popular Way, let him
weft himfelf “with the moft reputed
Name, Title, or Character that his Ca-
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pacity and Circumftances, ( efpecials’
ly the latter) will allow-of; being ac¢-
cordingly admitted, valued, and: e«
fteem’d by -Courtiers and . Womeny
Foy one who takes the Title 6f a Gene
tiéman, alcthough e’er {o good for nes -
thing, {hall be preferable to an ho:
neft Shoe makzr, or Tradelman ; ot a
good for nochiig Phyfician, to any, al-
thougl;v much more knowing Apothe-
ary, &e. . L ZE0 LT 58 Sk 5117
21 gs_for Mﬁney, it is rather tobe got
by the Methots of Buying and Selling;
of -‘Merchandize and Ufury, than by
the more ftadious Applications ; for if
a Man applies  himfelf to any of thofe
Ways, wherein there are great Probas
bilities or Poffibility. of making a Fops
tune, a Man of Senfe will have a good
Chance for it; (efpecially if hecan away
with the comimon little Tricks and
Knaveries: of the World, cal’d Sharps
nefs) but if onthe contrary, he applies
himfelf altogether to the Mathematicks,
Mufick, Poetry, Languages, or as a
School. Matfter ; there is {carce a poffibi-
lity of making an Eftate out of any -of
thefe, or not ealily out of the more in-
ferior Trades, although better than
out of the former; in a Word, in all
thofe Bufinefles, where there is nei-
| ther



ther much Mmﬁ given,, nor the hand.
ling of muﬁ}g oney, (as 1n/that Cafe,
fome ftill fticks) there 1. not othen
wife a poffibility of making any great

‘Eftate. ¥
But let me ftop here, leaft I have
faid too much ; and that either by the
more knowing, or more foolifh, or the
more invidious, or evil natur’d Criticks;
I fhould be look’d upon, as one full of
Oftentation, Folly and Vanity, to pre-
tend to give my private Opinion to ithe
World, of the moft weighty Affairs of
human Life ; and may probably get-the
| %arting Blow from one or both of the
ifputants and Fighters,or Thanks from
neither, as thofe who go to {eperate
Quarrels. But as to this Part, I muit
run the Rifque ; and to the firft I fhall
gonclude, with the moft ingenious
Mounfienr Pafcal, that all Mankind have
their particularVanities, and s {o fix’d in-
tothe Heart of every Man,thata Chym-
ny-Sweeper, a Kennel-Raker, or clean-
er of Shoes, brag, and will have their
Admirers ;._a.nd_%;? will the Philofophers
themfelves, or even thofe who write
againft it, have the Vanity to wifh, that
the World may think they have writ
well uponit; and as hefays, fo even I
o | may
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THOUGHTS
. LRy OF 0

QUARY.

Quary L. Hether we can be any w
e [erviceable to the Almigh-
: ty? if mot, whether
all his Commandments were not given for the
proper Benefic of Mankind, or the common
Good of human Society 2
. Query IL Whether all things do not be-
come. agreeable, or  [atisfaitory tous, difa-
greeable or diffatisfactory, either by our yight
or byafsd Impreffions, Ideas or Notions,
from good or bad. Education, by reading or
converfing 5 or from that which we imagine
and find to ‘be our’ Interefl or Satisfaction ?.
- Otherwife from the d:'g}rmr Structure and.
Form of the Organs or Solids 5 or of the Me-
dinms, Fluids ov Liquids, of the Body, (can-
(ing the different Paffions of all Creatures)
anrd, whether thefe togetheryor fome one orother
of them, be not the occafion of all Difputes?
Query 1L Or whether the difference ?°
Opintons proceed-not from the difference of the .
2 Paffions,



142 Some few Thoughts,
- Paffionsyor Stracture and Form of the Solids;
aature of -the Flutds ; excepting when
fram different V?_im%ﬁﬂgﬂ by Ldeas or Imis
preffions; or aparticular Gift from Gods
 Queery iVﬁ Whethey we oaght ever to difs
pute about. thefe-thingsy whish can never bé
determin’d ;5 or wéeté_%r all thefe Cavils of
thingsnot agreed upon by all good,virtuous and
wi egMgn' (efpecially of Chriftians) it were pot
betser they weye let alone, thaw troubled with ?
Query V. Whether in place of our com=
mon Wrangling and Controver[y; we vught
#o xatber to leffen the Faults of our Neigh-
bours or Brethrew, of different Opinions ;
and wholly to endeavour Regoneiliation and
- Coneord, which is heavenly, as preaching of
Diw{ﬁaﬂ is diabolical? = ¥
-~ Quary VI Whether if we know 4 Man's
Luterefl (now a~days) me may not for the moft
part from thencey eafily guefs his Religion ?
uxry VII. Whether if a Man believes
him|elf to be in the right, and that he really
thinks he aits ana performs the Will of God,
as he traly defigi’dy that be not fafficient ?
Query VIIL. Whether we ought not ras
ther to judge of Mens Religiony g./;t};efr
Lives and Actions, than froms their Words ?
Queery YX.Whether the generality of Man<
kind, are mot more bufie about other Peoples
Relsgion than their own ? |
- Quary X. Whether all wife and reafonas
ble Meny ought not to allowy that their’
et Neigbbours



- dbyway of Quary. - 143
Neighbours have as good Reafon. to condemn
Eﬁeir Prwﬂ; 'Sfrzrimfm.r, as Ib_ej b.:i-zge 1o con=
demn. their Nefg%@ﬂr.r , excepting thofe
things which all 3‘ them agree to be wrong ?
- Quary IX. Who is to be judge of Wil
dom, betwixt the hottontot and another, or
which is the wifer Man? |

- Query XIL. Whether a Man ought ever
to difpute, or reafon clofely with any butgood
Men, friendly Men, difintereflea Men, of
good Senfe, good Manners, good Morals,
without Vanity,Pride or Ambition, avd always
in private, and_never in publick ?

Quaery XIIL. Whether we do not rather
Judge of Men and Things, Opinions or Wri-
tings, as we love or hate, rather than as they
really and truly are?

Q.IQI'? XIV. To whas extravagant De-
grees do we not defend the Faults of thofe we
wifb well, and as much condemn the good
things and Propertics of owr Enemiesy or
thofe we have no Affection to? |

Quzry XV. Whether it be not a very
hard Matter, to judge right, and without a
Byafs either of Men, or of things, unlefs a
Man be very wife, generous and difinterefled;
have received alfo right or juft Impreffions or
Ldeas of Things? _

Quary XVL. Whether Faith can be ac-
quired, or whether it be poffible for one Man
to believe more than another 5 but by the par-

ticular Gift of God? and whetherthat Ble
_ fine



#3 :
fing may not be an_Alterationor difference.
of the Structure and Temperamentyor the very
change of the Solids and Fluids of the Body?
Quary XVIL. Whether it be in the Na~
ture of [ome i‘ﬂ'é_% viglents or in others to be
wmioderate ? as it is impoffible a Viper [bould
become as a Dove,or a Crocodile,zs sLamb.

. LN L] - =

- Quzry XVIIL. Whether it be not [uffici~

entfor us to know, that our, Neighbour is a4
Cﬁfénfdﬁ, a Man of Virtue andgood Morals,
without examining any farther into more pri-.
«wate or particalar Notiops?, . - o
~ Quary XIX. Whether the Viziers. and.
Cadecs, among the Turks, are not as good !
Fudges of moral fuflice betwixt Man and,
Manyas our beft Lawyers with their Education?
Query XX Whether Education,Law,Phy-
[ick, and [ome parts of Divinity,or Religions
Worfbip, are not [ubject in [ome meafure 1o
Changes, as all other things in this World.

N. B. We majr often be in hot Dif-
putes, and yet both right. R
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