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ACCOUNT

Ok &

Mepical. CONTROVERSY
IN THE

City of C O R K,

In which Five Puysicians are engaged ;

With the remarkable Manner of its being hitherto
conducted.

T'o Which are Subjoined

Two Letters from Dr. MEeap and One from Dr.
FrEwin, to the different Perfons concern’d.

In a Letter froma Gentleman there to his Friend in London.

——-—-—R.‘yfbfm pr:'mzem
Et ferutare Viros.—— Dedit hanc Contagio Labem,

~——Sicut Grex totus in Agris
Unius Scabie cadit, & porrigine Porci,

Uvaque confpecta livorem ducit ab uva.
Juvenal, Sat. 2d.
Sapientiam fibi adimunt, qui fine ulls judicio prebant,
et ab aliis, pecudum more, ducuntur. '
Laétantius de Origine Erroris.
Break one Cobweb thro’,
He fpins the flight, [elf-pleafing Thread ancw.
Deftroy his Fib or Sophiftry in vain,
T be Creature’s at bis dirty Work again.
' Pope’s Epift. to Dr. Arbuthnot,

Lo NuDuGr N s

Piinted for R. DopsLey in Pallmall, and fold by
M, Co,PER in Pater-Nofler-Row. 1749.






MEepicarL CONTROVERSY, &e.
CoRr g, Junre, 20. 1749.

¥6¥S I have fent you a fhort Account
.. i/~ of the little I have feen of this
x’ s Country, I think I ought to give
e W2 you a Specimen too of the Conver-
4G f% \E fation and Parties zbat have lately

SENICRIN ivided this flourithing City, amidft
all the Hurry and Occupation of a great Trade.

A Gentleman here conceives he has made a Dif-
covery in Morals, which is, that there is a certain
equal Quantity of Difeord in the World, like
what has been mentioned by fome Philofophers of
Water. Exift where it will, whether it isdrawn up
to float above us in Clouds, or pour’d down in
Showers, whether it may run Eaft, Weft, North,
or South, in greater or fmaller Bodies, the Bulk lof
B the
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the whole is ftill the fame: Difcord ther&fore, fays
he, in the fame manner is always of a certain {tated
Quantity in the World, though it may often ap-
pear unequally parceiled out 3 of late, perhaps, it
lay rogether in a Heap upon the middle Continent
of Europe, and now it feems to have gone {traggling
into particular States, as Holland, Corfica, Italy, or
our three Kingdoms; though it threatens foon to
move Northward in a large Body, to poflefs the
different Coafls of the Baltick. 1t is much the fame
in a particular Kingdom, for if in the Summer Sea-
fon i1t may be lurking among Gentlemens Seats,
or Eleftion Boroughs, yet yow’ll be fure to find it,
in the cold Weather, huddled together in great
Towns, and more efpecially in a Metropolis,
where it is apter to fharpen and ferment like
other Fluids, Now with this Confideration, one
Place may be looked upon as a kind of Drain upon
another, according as this Tide may pour itfelf into
different Channels, Ireland fometimes draws it off
from Great Britain, and in this Refpect, this fame
City of Cork has of late engrofled the Quantum al-
lowed for this Ifland, {o as in fome Meafure to dry
up the reft of the Kingdom. .

Happy therefore, and wife was the Difpcfition
of Providence, which has allowed of théfe 1fiues in
a Kipgdom, which may f{o ufefully drain off this
morbid Humour from the reft of the Body Politick;
and it is to be hoped, that in this Age of Projectors
an able Head may come forth and find out fome
beneficial Scheme of diverting this Peftilence of
Contention towards the Hills of Kerry, or the Bogs
of Conaught, where it may be hemmed in, rarified
or condenfed, as fhall feem moft proper, while the
other Parts of this Kingdom may enjoy a State of
perfect Tranquillity in the Bond of univerfal Chrif-
tian Affection.

The
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The Animolities which have lately bufied People
here, have been ecither Ecclefiaftical, or Medical,
for the other learned Profeflion of the Zaw, which
the Spirit of Contention formerly feems to have
taken up as its chofen Abode, 1t here emptied,
at prefent, to fill up the other two. And what is
ftill more remarkable, and which, indeed, fupports
the former Theory, is, That when the Clergy are
by the Ears, the Phyficians are at their Eafe, and
when the Phyficians rife to Battle, the other Body
feem becalmed. Though it is hard to fay in
either of thefe Cafes, whether it is the Spirit of
mutual Forgivenefs, or that their Attention is taken
off by this new Uproar, or perhaps oaly a fhort
Reft after the Fatigue of Fighting, whether it is
one or all of thefe, is not my Bufinefs to fettle, nor
am I, indeed, {ufficiently inftruéted fo to do. At
prefent I have only Time to give you a fthort Ac-
count of the Medical Battle, and fhall referve the
other for an after Amufement.

The PhyficalControverfy then, has been carried
on by four Phyficians on the one Side, of the
Names of Rogers, Flaberty, Bonbonous and Connell,
and on the other Side, by one Dr. Blair; It feems
thefe four Gentlemen had attended one Mr. Baker
a Merchant of this City, duringa violent Fever,
whom after ten or twelve Days, they gave over as a
dying Perfon, or were {o underftood by the Fa-
mily of the Perfon indifpofed, as indeed, one of
the Phyficians came, as deputed from the reft, to
defire his Relations fhould fend for a Clergyman to
communicate the difagreeable Tidings in a proper
Manner to his Wife. One of thefe Relations then
bethought of fending for this Dr. Blair, to try if
he could do any Thing for Mr. Baker, who was
thus given over, and at the fame Time they {ent

for one of the other Phyficians, to communicate what
B2 had
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had been already prefcribed ; which this Phyfician
refufed either to come, or to do, as declaring he
could not bear to fee his Friend die. Dr. Blair there-
fore, being informed of the above, vilits Mr. Baker,
orders him to be bled in one of the Arteries of the
Forehead, and prefcribes a Julap to ftop a violent
Loofenefs he had ; he is bled, he takes the Julap,
and is thought by all the Family, next Morning,
to be better. The other Phyficians come, quarrel
with every Thing preferibed by Dr. Blair, infift
that the Julap was poifon, and the Bleeding Mur-
der, declare the Patient much worfe, and there-
fore thought him eafier to becured, which they
undertake with greater Chearfulnefs and Confidence
of Succefs than before, they refufe confulting with
Dr. Blair, becaufe he had difturbed the dying
defperate Way their Patient had been in, fince, as
they exprefled it, ¢ he was approaching a Crifis
¢ that ought not to have been prevented.” The
Friends of the Patient, notwithftanding, defire the
faid Dr. Blair to continue his Attendance, and he
was not difcharged till after Dr. Rogers and other
two of them were, when Mr. Baker was out of all
Danger. In fhort, Mr. Baker recovers, and the
Town talk varioufly. Many infifted he was cured
by Dr. Blair 3 but on the contraiy, the four Phy-
ficians pofitively declare, that he poifoned him
and that therefore, when they took him again under
their Care, they had to recover him from a worfe
State than that dying one, in which they had given
him up.

Thus ftood the Affair, when Aunts, Coufins,
Patients, Friends, and indeed all the People of the
Town, that were otherwife indifferent, began to
range themiclves on one Side and t’other. Difputes
commenced, which were mixed with great Heat
and Altercation ; Faclts were contraverted, perfonal

I Reflections
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RefleGtions were made, and in fhort, every Thing
was brought in that could thicken the Battle. The
Affair went on for a few Weeks in this divided
Manner, when upon the Circumfitances being a little
cleared up, the current Report began to run all one
Way. To undeceive the Publick, out camea Diary;
and to contradit the Diary, out came a Cafe ; cach
narrating their own State of the Affair. It was
found in a lictle, that the Cafe had rather got the
better of the Diary, by reafon of a certain Corps de
Referve of Affidavits and Certificates, which was
planted in the Rear, and was thought to have done
fome Execution. The four Gentlemen upon this,
thought proper to bring a new Army into the Field,
under the Name of a Reply, honeft and fair, and
full of great Candour, and much Homour, as is
particularly mentioned in the Title, and often re-
peated in every Page of the Work, which gave Oc-
cafion to a certain Wag here to apply to this what
Dr. Swift has fomewhere faid of Dryden, That he
had often told him 1n Confidence, That the World
would never have known he was fo great a Poet,
if he had not taken Care particularly to mention it
in all his Prefaces and Dedications,

Before I give you any of the Merits of this laft
Piece, I muft acquaint you with a Secret in Au-
thorthip which Dr. Rogers (whom every Body al-
lows to be the Author of the Diery, and of the
Bulk of the Reply) has praétifed in both thefe
Picces, with much private Satisfaction to himfelf,
and may be noted as a ufeful Hint to that numerous
Fraternity.

Thus, as it was proper to throw a little Incenfe
upon his own Actions and Character, which the
whimfical World would not be o ready to fnuffup,
if it came directly from himfelf, he has therefore,
in the Diary, iniroduced the Perfon of a Bofom

Friend
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Friend writing to another Intimate, and having once
fettled thele Dramatis Perfone, as talking famili-
arly to one another, he then begins, faying as much
Good of bimfelf, by way of perfonal Charaéter,
and as much Ill of his Adverfary, as could eafily be
put together, and all this without the leaft Sufpicion
of Paruality ; becaufe to be fure, every Body muft
fuppofe it was wrote by a Byftander. Thus in the
Adwertifement prefixed to the Diary, the good
Friend narrates how long the Author had ftood
Proof againft the Buffeting of his Arguments, how
often he had rallied, and reinforced, and plied him
anew with frefh Reafons, which at length, with
the uvtmoft Difficulty had brought him to confent
to give him his Papers, by which we are furely to
underftand that they were delivered with great Ce-
remony from the right Hand to the lefc. Then
this Eriend rakes it into his Head to write a Com-
mentary upon the phyfical Notes of the Author,
which occafions a new Diltrefs, as it obliges him to
get a third Friend to prevail upon the writing
Friend himf{clf, that he may publifh his Obferva-
tions on the Author. So that, by this excellent
Piece of double Machinery, the Author lies fecreted
and fnug, while the friendly Importunity of thefe
Gentlemen is faid, moft unchriftianly to force him
to talk to the Publick againft his Will. - Now the
Benefit of thefe precautionary advanced Guards is
obvious, becaufe it is expected, that the Adverfary
mutft firft regulary level thefe two Ranks, before he
can think of attacking the Author, who fits, to be
fure, calm and unconcerned in the Rear of the
Line.

Having once fettled the introductory Ceremo-
nials, he begins, without the leaft Bafthfulnels, to
mention in every Page, the great Opinion he has
of the Author’s Skill, “and of all his Friends, talks

much




[7]

much of his Humanity, and his peculiar Talent of
Confolation, and when any Perfon happens to ad-
mire or applaud the Author, he takes Care, in
choice Terms, to praife that Gentleman’s great
Candour for fo doing ; when his Adverfary hap-
pened to recollect a Circumf{tance which made againft
the Author, tho’ it ftands proved by a double Evi-
dence, he frankly calls it aContradiction in Terms 3
and confutes the Evidence by quoting his Chriftian
Faith, and that Stock of Honour upon which he
had traded for fo many Years. Now by the Ma-
nagement of thefe and many other excellent Devices,
“he has found Means to pillar and prop many a dead
Weight, that would otherwife have crufhed the
weak Shoulders of any modern Author. I am apt
to think, however, that this Invention is not alto-
gether original and from himfelf, but that he took
the Hint from Lord Shafifbury’s Advice to an
Author, to divide himlfelf into two Perfons, (tho’
with a different Intention) becaufe he has fome-
times, not only multiplied himfelf into ten Perfons,
but even up to 50,000 3 as he makes the whole ac-
cumulated Body of the City of Cork talk thro' his
Mouth ; and then he blufters and roarsagaintt his
Adverfary, as if it were the Voice and party-co-
lour’d Language of a Multitude of People.

Again in the Reply, when the four Gentlemen
are fuppoled to be jointly concerned in the Work,
it is not then neceffary that the four fhould be
talking together thro’ the whole Book, which might
introduce an Indiftinétnefs and Confufion of Lan-
guage. It is therefore much better, for each to
write a Paragraph in his Turn in the Name of the
reft, tho’ the Facts there mentioned may but barely
be true with regard to his fingle Perfon ; fuch as that
he did not fee fuch a Fat, or fay fuch a thing,
upon the Credit of which, he may declare bluntlg

an
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and floutly, by way of fpeaking for them all, that
fuch and fuch a thing was neither feen nor faid, and
this without a dire¢t Perjury, is a moft excellent
Expedient to ferve the common Caufe, The Affair
~may go on fora time in one of thefe fingle Perfons,
or may go round to each of the four, according to
thefe critical Circumftances in which it is proper for
him and for him alone, to declare negatively full
bolt, againft certain Faéts and Evidences that are
brought againft them. So that by this happy
Contrivance, the Weight of the Controverfy, like
a Mufker, may be fhifted from the Shoulder of
one to that of another, that each may take the
Trouble of loading and firing away in their Turn,

The Conveniency too of this in the way of Pane-
oyrick is very evident, for Bonbonous may praife
Rogers, and Rogers may praile Bonbonous, and they
wwo may perfume Flaberty and Connell, by way of
getting Credit in their own Account, fora Debt
that muft be paid in fome after Page ; like the two
Barrifters of the Temple mentioned by Mr. Pope,
who fuckled each other fo plentifully, by Compli-
ments of the firft Names in the Law *.

For it is cvident, that a Man fhould never fay
thefe Things of himfelf, which his Friend can fay
for him with {o much better Propriety and Decorum,
and therefore tho’ the People here univerfally give
it out, that the whole of this Reply came from the
Pen of Dr. Rogers, yet 1 can never be brought to

* The Temple late two Brother Serjeants faw,
Who deem’d each other Oracles of Law ;
With equal Talents, thele cogenial Souls,
One lull’d th’ Exchequer and one ftunn’d the Rolls.
Each had a Gravity would make you {plit,
And thook his Head at Murray as a Wit,
*I'was * Sir, your Law,” and * Sir, your Eloquence,’"
““ Yours Cooper’s Manner, and “ yours Ta/bot’s Senfe.”
Pope’s Imitation of Horace, 2. Ep. Book 2d. v. 127.
believe,
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believe, but that his Friend Bonbonous help’d him
out with thefe pretty Encomiums, with which he is
in many Places fo fweetly befprinkled.

The Manner too in which they would have their
own Authority eftablith’d, as the dernier Refort
both in the Way of Evidence, and likewife in that
of Tribunal and Fudgment, is very remarkable,

No Difpute of any Sort can fubfift for the leaft
Time, unlefs certain leading Falls are affirmed by
one Side, and pofitively contradicted by the other.
Now to find out the true State of the Cafe in fuch
Circumftances, the common and indeed the only
Way, is to call in fuch indifferent and difinterefted
Perfons, as have had Accels to know any thing of
the Matter. For there are but few, whofe known
Coolnefs and Candour, have ever intitled them to
appear in any other Refpect, than asa kind of co-
lateral Evidences for themfelves. And as evenin
that Cafe it may be afflum’d as a general Truth,
that the Judgment of every Man engaged in a Con-
teft, is to a certain Degree, impofed upon by his
Paffions; it is only therefore according to the lefs
Influence of thefe, that the Authority of his Judg-
ment is at all allowed of. But when it appears,
that his Paffions are uncommonly irritated and im-
petuous, and his Refentment very fharp and keen,
it is evident that the moft confcientious Affirmations
he can utter, will then go for nothing with the
World. Becaufe it 1s manifeft that his Faculties,
both of Memory and Underftanding, being in that
turbulent Agitation, are as thorougly corrupted
by the Virulence of Party Spirit, as the Body ever
15, in the Cafe of a general Leprofy. And indeed
this Maladie du Ceeur &5 de I’ Ame, is of {uch a kind,
as to difcover itfelf by Exanthemata and other Symp-
toms, as regularly appearing as thele of that Dif-
temper, or indeed of any other, For then his Works

C will
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will not only be thick cover’d over with evident
Contradictions to plain Facts, but interfperfed with
fuch fpiteful and purulent Reflexions againft his Ad-
verfary, that they may be faid moft literally to
refemble the morbid Spots and Scabs, which are
thrown out from within, in the Cafe of thatloathfome
Difeafe, And we may therefore fafely conclude,
that the moft folemn Declarations, of any Perfon
or Perions, againft whom there is this material Ob-
jeétion, will never in their own Cafe be of fufficient
Credir, to fatisty the neutral Part of Mankind.

But however it does not appear, that this plain
Truth was fo clear to this quadruple Alliance in
Phyfick, fince their Manner of giving Evidence
for themfelves, runs pretty much in this diverting
Strain, thro’ the whole of the Reply.

We four, fay they, having great Faith as Chrif-
tians, and much Honour as Gentlemen, and withal
having fufficient Authority {o to declare, as being all
of us Evidences for each other, and every Man for
himlelf ; We therefore by the Authority aforefaid,
do moft pofitively affirm, that it 1s a Thing abfo-
lutely impoflible for us, to be at any Time, or in
the leaft Degree, miftaken in our Prattice ; the
Proof of which they have given us in a Latin Sen-
tence, Non licet in Medicina [emel peccare. And as
one of their Number had publithed a Diary of Mr.
Baker’s Diltemper, they would proceed by the fame
imperial Authority, to impofe this on Dr. Blair, as
a Standard in the Controver{y 3 tho’ it would have
been better for them, firt to have pretended to be
divinely infpired, becaufe by that they mighe have
had a Precedent, to talk in the Stile of a Turk
bolding forth his Koran to a Chriftian. For furely
they look and fpeak as big as any Mahometan of
them all, when they declare, That whatever Symp-

toms are not recorded in this Diary, or whatever
Medicines
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Medicines are not there mentioned to have had fuch
and fuch Effets, we muft pofitively and particularly
deny, however fupported they may be by Witnefies,
or however agrecable to orher known Circamftances
becaufe we infift, that there is no other Way of
determining this controverted Fact, than by our
fole Authority.  And fince Dr. Blair had defended
and fupported his State of the Caie, by the Decla-
rations and Oaths of Mr. Bakes’s whole Family, as
well as all his Friends and Relations that were then
about himj; We, therefore, fay they, take upon
us in our Confciences to declare, that this is a moft
[eandalous and illegal intrenching bimfelf in the Learn-
wng of a Farrago of Affidavits and Certificates, rather
than in the Opinion of the great Men of the Profeffion,
for this very good Reafon, becaufe the Difpute is
not as to a Matter of Opinion, but as to a Matter
of Fa&, where the Judgment of no Phyficians can
be decifive, without there is laid before them, the
whole Series of Faéls, properly fupported by Wit-
neffes of Impartiality, Honefty, and Judgment ;
and if the Cafe admits of it, above Fear, Depen-
dence, or Temptation.

Now had thefe Gentlemen been educated in the
Law, and employed, fuppofe in the Cafe of a dif-
puted Eftate, by one of the Parties that claim’d it,
their Language at the Bar by way of Anfwerto a
Proof led by the oppofite Party, would run pretty
much in this Strain.

Why will you bring us in this Mufter Roll of
Witnefles, efpecially of fuch low Creatures, as
Servants, Farmers, Stewards, or Day-Labourers,
by way of entrenching yourfelves in your Rights,
and making out your Titles to this Eftate ? for as
this is a Sort of Proof the firlt of the Kind that ever
was offer’d in fuch a Cafe *, fo we think it muck

o) beneath

* See the Preface to the Reply near the Bottom of the 6th Page.
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beneath our Dignity, and therefore it is that we in<
tend, only to bring in the Opinion of fuch of our -
Brethren of the Law, as we alone think proper to
apply to: And as we claim to ourfelves the fole
Prerogative of laying before thefe Counfellors our
State of the Cafe, and our Manner of reprefentin
the Falts, we are verv confident, that they mu%
give their Judgment in our Favours, without the
leaft Hefitation ; and to inforce the whole they
might add, that were this Motion of theirs allow’d
of, and once eftablifh’d in all Courts of Juftice, it
would quicken the Decifion of Law Suits much
fafter, than any Thing of the Kind that has been
lately eftablith’d, by his Majefty of Pruffia.

But it is Time now to fhift the Scene, that I may
give you a little more in Detail, the principal Points
in Difpute, and withal that Kind of Evidence that
is brought by each Party, to fupport their feperate
Affertions.

The firft material Article that is contraverted,
is, Whether this Night of the 1125 of Fuly, which
is called the 14t Night of Mr. Baker’s lllnefs,
when Dr. Blair was called in, was Jook’d upon,
and judged by the other four Phylicians, really,
truly, and bona fide, to be a Critical Night with re-

rd to Mr. Baker’s Diftemper : By which it mult
Ez underftood, that thefe four Gentlemen, or at leaft
the Majority of them, entertained certain Hopes
and Expectations, from fome Symptoms or Rea-
fons beft known to themfelves, that the Diftemper
would take a favourable Turn that Night, and
therefore till that was over, they conceived that Mr.
Baker had fill a good Chance for his Life. Now
this Story of the Crifis is particularly afferted, and
often repeated in the Diary, in their Reply, and was
the only plaufible Thing they had to fay, by way of
Complaint againft Dr, Blair, in their Letters both

o
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to Dr. Mead and Dr. Frewin 3 for this laft Gentle-
man particularly mentions it in his Anfwer to Dr.
Rogers: < 1 muft therefore, declare, fays he, that
¢« ] think it a Point agreed on by the beft Prac-
¢ titioners and Writers, that at a Time when a
¢¢ Crifis is at hand, (which you fay the Gentlemen
¢ expected the fourteenth Night,) Nature fhould
¢ not be interrupted by Bleeding, or any other
¢¢ Evacuation.” You will ealily obferve then, that
this Affirmation of a critical Night, is the Corner-
Stone of their Story, upon the Truth or Falthood
of which, the whole Building they have raifed up-
on it, muft ftand or fall to Shivers.

But what fhall we think of this bold Affertion of
theirs, in which their Faith, and their Honour, and
their Confcience, are fo much concerned, if it ap-
pears from an Evidence, which they have never as
yet in all their Defences dared to contradiét ; which
15, that three of them pofitively, particularly, nay,
with a remarkable Solemnity, declared that Night
to all Mr, Baker’s Friends, that their Patient My,
Baker was a dying Man, and could not furvive.
That this Night then, was a critical Night, appears
very evidently, not to have been the Opinion of
either Dr. Connell, Dr. Flaberty, or Dr. Bonbonous
but Dr. Rogers being fince hard pufh’d as to his
critical Night, has thought proper to lay afide the
plural Number, and talks of it only as his own pri-
vate Opinion ; tho’ in his Letter to Dr. Frewin, it
appears that he told him, without the leaft Scruple,
<¢ that it was the Opinion of all the four Gentlemen
of fo good a Charater, that this Night was a critical
Night ;” now to pull him out of this Difficulty, will
require only a new Exertion of his Faith as a Chrif-
tian, and his Honour as a Gentleman, which he
ufes like two Pullies in a Piece of Machinery, for
the raifing every Weight that lies upon him, tho'

3 he
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he has not confider’d that thefe excellent Goods of his,
if not ufed with Difcretion, are liable to go to
pieces by being overloaded,  But again I muft in-
form you, that there are Prefumptions, and thofe
not one or two but feveral, which make it out to
me very evident, that it does not appear, that even
Dr. Rogers bimfelf confidered  that Night as a
¢ritical Night notwithftanding all he has fince faid
to the contrary. For firft, tho he has been often called
upon, he has not thought it proper to thew thatheever
faid that Evening to Phyfician, Friend, or Servant,
that, that Night would be a critical Night, = For his
{aying, ex poft fallo, that he then thought fo, is evi-
dence to nobody ; becaufe had he thought fo, it was
highly incumbent upon him to have informed the
Phyficians. of it, as well as comforted the Family
with that remarkable Circumftance, and as he did
neither of thefe two Things that Night, it is to me
fufficient Proof, that he did not think there was a
Crifis approaching.

Again, Mr. Newcomen has declared in his Certi-
ficate, what is indeed well known to the Family,
That the other three Phyficians having come to Mr.
Baker’s Lodging fome Time before Dr, Rogers,
and being afked, What they thought of Mr, Baker ?
refus’d giving their Opinion till Dr. Rogers came,
and after being in Confultation with Dr. Regers,
(for whofe Judgment, it is fufficiently known, they
had the greateft Deference) they then came down,
and told the Family, with the utmoft Concern,
that poor Mr. Baker bad been given over, and that
they did not expefl ke would furvive that Night
befides, when he himfelf came down, and was afked
his Opinion, as he owns in his Diary, by a Crowd
of People, he refuled giving any Anfwer, becaufe,
as he there mentions, he had comforted the Family

above
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above by telling them, That one My, Lennox bad lain
in that Houfe, in that Room, and in that Bed, and bad
recovered : For it was {furely a great Confolation to
the Friends of a Man in a defperate Fever, to tell
them, that a Perfon in an Ague, a Palfie, a Con-
fumption, or even a Fever of that, or any other
kind, had recovered once upon the fame Spot of
Ground. But after this obftinate Silence of his, he
fays, he whifpered to himfelf as he went into his.
Chair, ¢ That be boped fomething would turn out foon
““ in Mr. Baker’s Favour, otherwife it was likely
« Things would go hard with bim,” which, in no
Senfe can be conftrued as an Expectation of a Crifis,
but only as it literally is, a faint Hope ufhering in
a defperate Fear. —— But there is, befides this, a
ftronger Proof from Mr. Peter Coffart, who is Bro-
ther to Mrs. Baker, and declares in his Certificate,
that Dr. Bonbonous (who came to him to defire a
Clergyman fhould be fent for to prepare Mrs. Baker
for her Hufband’s Death) being afk’d the next
Morning, in his Prefence, in Mr. Baker’s Dining-
room, if it was of himfelf only that he defired the
Rev, Mr. Madras, or any other Perfon fhould be
fent for to prepare his Sifter? the faid Dr. Bonbo-
nous anf{wered, ¢ That it was not of bimfelf he did
““ [0, but that it was the Opinion of all bis Phyficians
“ that be could not [urvive, [0 they deputed bim, as
 Deing beft known in the Family, to acquaint them
¢ wwith bis Condition, and that they thought it proper
¢ Mprs. Baker fbould be prepared to receive that me-
“ lancholy News,” Thefe Words of Mr. Cyffars’s
Certificate, have, I think, very clearly fertled that
material Point of the critical Night, which comes
out to be only an imagmary Affumptiou of Dr,
Rogers and the other three Gentlemen, and: that

they
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they only introduced it afterwards to piece and patch
up their State of the Cafe *,
I cannot leave this Article without acquainting;
you of the Way, in which, thefe four Gentlemen

* 1 fancy Dr. Rogers muft have had in his Eye, all this Time,
the Death of the Patient as the grand Crifis of the Difeafe, fince
Hippocrates, in {everal Places, has particularly mentioned it un-
der that Character; for in his firlt Book, 7av imidumiay, he calls
the Crifis of a Diftemper, an ddvance either to Life or Death,
or an Inclination either to be better or avorfe, iwi Falnpine # OAs=
Epay, 7 E"*"’" i TO .:i'p&mn’;'rﬁ x:i‘pu;r. So this is a jﬂfw for the
Do&or’s puzling Affertion. Nay, we fhall give him another
Authority from Hipocrates, flill fironger than the laft, in his
Piece, msgl wabiv, o come to a Crifis in a Diffemper, fays he, i
awben the Sick either grow better or grow aworfe, or fall into ano=
ther Diflemper, or expire, sgiveabas ivw by voizy wicowow, Gvas ai oo
7 aviorras, 7 pagavoilas 7 pilawinlsow s iTeo wonpa 1 TiAv-
aacw 3 1o that if Mr, Baker had died, the learned Doétor would
no doubt have cried out, ¢ Behold the Crifis is come to pafs,
¢ which both I, and Hipacrates apprehended and foretold.”—
"The Story of critical Days, was common among the ancient
Phyficians, who talk of different Suites of them, fometimes they
mention one, of the 7th, the 14th, 2oth, 27th, 34th, joth,
6oth, 8oth, 1ooth, 120th, &'c. Another Series they have, of
the 3d, sth, gth, 11th, and fo on; and fometimes the 6th,
8th, 1oth, 121%, &e. all of which may be feen more at large,
in Galen’s Aecount of Critical Days ; fo that there is not a Day
to be mentioned, for which a Phyfician may not get an Authori-
ty, to help him out with a critical Day. But the expefling the
Regularity of thefe critical Days, in Fevers, efpecially in our
northern Climates, has been long laughed at, and given up by
all the pradtical Phyficians. Nay, the knowing the Approach
of a Crifis by Symptoms, isfo difficult, that Boerbhaawe talking
of them in his J{:ﬁirnf::, Numb. 934, and 935, declares, Thar
an ignorant Diflinétion of them is the fulleft of Mifchief and Dan-
gers for they are often confounded with the Symptoms, that arife
from the Caufe of the Difeafe, from the Difeafe itfelf, and from
the erude Matter of the Difeafe, from avbence (concludes he)
Jor the moft part there follows a mofi ill-omen'd and unbappy Prac-
tice of Phyfick ; His Words are, Laving juft mentioned .:ﬁc Sym-
ptomata Critica.=——Horum diftinétio difficilis, Ignoratio damni,
& pegdculi, pleniffima, fepius enim confunduntur cum fymptoma-
tibus a caufa morbi, morbo, vel cruda materie morbi, ortis,
unde plerumque fequiturs infaufliffima medendi methodus,

have
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have endeavoured to fhelter themfelves from thefe
material Witneffes, for as they knew they were
Men of Character, they could not fay, they were
brib’d or overaw’d, but forfooth, they infinuate,
that thefe Gentlemen figned their Certificates out of
Compafiion to Dr. Blair, and fo pafs them over.
Now to affert, that a Man would perjure himfelf
out of Pity, is an Afperfion ridiculous and incone
fiftent in the very Terms of it; but to fay the
Truth, thefe four Gentlemen were fenfible, that
there was a Rattennef/s and a deep Sore in this Part
of their Story 3 and therefore thought it beft to fkin
it over in that manner, as the readieft Way of cover-
ing it up from the publick Eye.

The fecond Point is, whether Mr, Baker was
really better the next morning after Dr. Blair had
prefcribed for him ¢ .

This is a Fact fo well known to the whole Family,
that it is particolarly mentioned by all of them in
their Certificates 3 nay, there are two People who
were prefent when Doctors Comnel! and Bonbonous
came in, and who declare, that thefe two Phyficians
were fo fenfible of Mr. Daker’s being better, that
Dr. Bonbonous exprefled his Uneafinefs at the Ap-
laufe Dr. Blair would have, in cafe of Mr. Baker’s

ecovery, to which Dr, Connell anfwered, that he
did not care if it was an Old Kercher Woman, fo
his Friend Mr. Baker recovered ; and thefe are Par-
ticulars which neither Dotors Comnell nor Bonbo-
nous have contradited in their Reply. Dr. Rogers
however pretends, that Mr, Baker only barely
ftruggled through = bad Night, nay, in his Diary,
he fays roundly, that be paffed that Night worfe than
any before, when the whole Family teftity the con-
trary, by a Circumftance of which they were all
Judges, which was, his being delirious the Night
before, and the next Morning fo fenfible, that he
D an{wered
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anfwered every Queftion that was put to him very
pertinently 5 nay, Mrs. Perdrian who was up with
him all that Night, not only declares, that he was
better in all his Complaints, but that Dr. Connell
when he came that Morning, acknowledged it to her
without the lealt Scruple. 1 muft here acquaint
you that in the Cafe of this Lady, the four Phyfi-
cians have given an excellent Specimen of their Arts
upon Witnefles 5 for as fhe happens to be in a Way of
Life that is in {fome Dependence on the Publick,
Dr. Bonbonous in particular, took care to acquaint
her, in very high Terms, that the was at the Mercy
of bim and fome of his Friends, who would defert
her Houfe if fhe did not retraét her Certificate,
which Threatning was uttered in the Prefence of
Mr. Baker the Patient fo often mentioned, the
Truth of which he is ready to declare t0 4/l whom
it may concern. Her Father and Brother have, indeed,
publithed a Declaration, which means no more,
than that Dr. Bonbenous did neither threaten to kill
her nor poifon her, nay, the Father fays more, viz.
“ That Dr. Bonbonous importunately applied to bim
““ in favour of bis faid Daughter,and wonld not quit bim
““ until he bad extorted a Promife from bim, that
“ be would not fhew to bis faid Daughter any
< Marks of bis Difpleafure for ber afting (o im-
“ pudently.”’ This laft Paragraph fhews, ftronger
than any Thing, the Bitternefs with which Dr.
Bonbonous had fpoke of it, both to the Daughter and
Father before her figning the Rerractation, with
which, it feems, he was a little pacified ; and there-
fore the whole of this Affair is a moft authentick
Evidence againft themfelves. However, by thefe
Means they prevailed upon the poor Woman to
fign a Paper, which fhews, in every Line of it,
the greateft Diftraction of Mind, as it runs pretty
much in this odd Manner, ¢ That being under great

Terror
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Terrors and Apprehenfions of what would happen
to her from figning her Certificate to Dr. Blair, the
now begs the World to believe the had Eyes and
FEars, but could neither fee nor hear; and z/ar every
Circamflance, nay, every Expreflion that fbe bad ufed
in ber Certificate, and to which fhe was fuppofed 10
bave affented to, muft be difowned, revoked, and con-
ceived to be void and null.”” 1 think the publithing
this Paper fthows the greateft Eminence of Wifdom
in four fuch learned Heads, who could conceive,
that the Tendency of it could in the leaft afiift their
tottering Caufe, when their Adverfary could not
have wifthed for any other Tranfattion, or any
other Paper which could ftrengthen or brighten up
his Caufe half fo much., Nay, this Affair is the
ftrongeft Proof that could be given of their moft
indefatigable Labour, to influence all thofe that lie
within the Circle of their Reach, and is, to be fure,
the beft Commentary that could be given on the
Behaviour of two poor illiterate Women, who were
Nurfe-tenders, and who in their Certificates have
thufled and fhifted backwards and forwards, till
at length they have been brought upon Oath to
contradict the plain Evidence of Mr, Baker’s whole
Family and Friends, as if any indifferent Perfon
could ever conceive, that the Intereft and Concern
of every Friend, Relation and Servant, did not
render them more faithful Regifters of every Turn
of Mr. Baker’s Diftemper than thofe ignhorant
Creatures, who, to be fure, both apprehended and
knew that their daily Bread was, in a great mea-
fure, at the Mercy of thefe four Phyficians, The
Chara&er of one of the Nurfe-tenders ftands tainted
in a former Affair, and fuch a Practice, I find, has
not been unufual here among Phyficians of the firft
Pas, as it is faid a Difcovery was made of fome
tampering of the like I{Ii;d that was practifed upon

2 ong
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one Foar Dyer, who being to be hanged for fome
other Crime, declared at her Execution her having
given a falfe Evidence in a phyfical Affair, as fhe
faid, fhe could not depart in Peace, till fhe had
cleared her Confcience of that Piece of Iniquity.

But before I leave this Point of Mr. Raker’s being
better next Morning, I muft mention a Circum-
ftance to you from the Diary, which will throw
fome more Light upon it, though it may now feem
to need bur lictle, They there declare, or Dr. Ro-
gers declares for them, which is the fame thing,
¢ That it was more wondered at by fome, bow, under
““ fuch calamitous Circumftances as they gave out, they
¢ four were prevailed upon to recontinue their Care of
€« Mr. Baker.” Obferve, a Moment, the Diffi-
culty in which they faw themfelves involved : Mr.
Baker was given over by them the Night before, is
judged by them to be worfe next Day, and yet
they were prevailed upon, then, to recontinue their
Care. It is no Wonder, that they are a little puz-
led to reconcile thefe Particulars 3 and therefore, in
the Name of Ewvery Body, they have put down a
Couple of Reafons, by way of ftrong Motives, to
reconcile this Appearance of Inconfiftency in their
Behaviour; and they have placed them too, in the
manner of Alternatives, that in cafe one of them is
not thought powerful enough, the other may be
fuppofed to help it out, For it is there mentioned,
that after Every Body had wondred a little at their
Reaffumption of their Patient, who, by their Ac-
count of him, was then pofting to Death, yet Every
Body ar the fame Time did them Juftice, fo far as
to fay, * It muft be the Effeit of an unbounded Be-
** mevolence to Mankind,” or, « Of fome extraordinary
‘“ Friendfbip, and Affection, for that poor difirefled
*“ Gentleman.” You’ll take Notice, that every
Word in thefe two Reafons, has the Air of fome-

thing
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hing fuperabundant, fupernatural, and indeed mi-
raculous, as their Benevolence firft flathes our wide
and #road upon the univerfal Community of Man-
kind, and then in an Inftant contradis itfelf, as by
Focus to a Speck, making the large Circumference
of their Affection for the whole Species, dart upon
the fingle Perfon of a poor diftrefled Gentleman. But
we muft here make the old Obfervation, that when-
ever a Man dares not tell the true Motive of his
Conduct, he commonly betrays himielf, by giving
fomething that is incredibly grand and magnificent;
for a very plain Reafon, becaufe when one is oblig-
ed to invent, why mayn’t he give us the beft Crop
of his Fancy rather than any other. Thus they
oo on, however, frankly to declare, that notwith-
ftanding their fupernatural Emanations of Af-
fection, they found themfelves not a little puzzled
to determine, whether they fhould proceed to cure,
or not to cure Mr, Baker, becaufe as they are pleas’d
to exprefs it, ““ they were wery [enfible of the inex-
‘¢ tricable Dilemma’ of bad Confequences cither way,
and (having, as it would appear, confulted De-
moivre upon Chances, or {fome other gapd Author
upon the Art of Betting) declared, that though
they knew the Advantage of the Lay was one way,
yet they were obliged to take the lofing Side for
themfelves; and this I aflure you is literally the
Subftance of a Paragraph, which is to be found in
the 22d Page of their Diary. For the Conclufion,
however, of this intricate Soliloquy, they have
quoted Virgil’s famous Diftich of Sic vos non wvobis,
&c. which they illuftrate and improve upon by
their Afterbehaviour, which is the plain, though
voluminous Commentary upon every Man’s Writ-
ings, fince they endeavoured to make it appear,
that they not only underftood, but could paraphrafe
upon the Original ; for I don’t agravate Mattcrs ;ln
- ' ARty the
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the leaft, when I tell you, that they made a Refo-
luden, not only to take Poffeflion of the Floney,
but to fmoak out the Bees; and that they were
eagerly inclined to have executed this laft Particular,
I fhall fhow you by-and-by, in a Couple of remark-
able Inftances.

The 34 Particular in Difpute is more properly
phyfical, than any of the preceding. For it con-
cerns three Things that were order’d by Dr., Blair,
viz. Whether weak Water Sack Whey, or ftrong
pure Port Whey, ought to have been given Mr.
Baker 2 Whether bleeding him at all, was not im-
proper, on Account of its being a critical Night 2
and the third is, Whether the Tinftura Antiphthyjica,
which was given him among other Things in a
Julap, was not a poifonous Ingredient, which had
never been prefcribed by any Phyfician ?

At the Beginning of the Difpute, the firft Thing
objected to Dr. Blair, was his having changed Mr.
Baker’s Drink, from the Whey which was made
with pure unmix’d red Port Wine, to a weak Whey
made of Sack and Water. To which he gave this
Anfwer, That as he found Mr. Baker delirious,
(which is attefted by the Family, and acknowledged
by the Phyficians themfelves) it was wrong to con-
tinue that ftrong intoxicating Whey, and therefore
proper to give him fomething that was lefs hurtful
to hisHead. Now Dr. Rogers had a private Reafon
perfonally to refent this Alteration, becaufe, on his |
being called in upon the other three, it was by his |
peculiar Direction, that Mr. Baker’s Drink was
changed from Sack Whey to that made with pure
Port. For he thought he could ftop the Patient’s
Lax by its Aftringency, without attending to the |
Danger of the Delirium, which he was thus in-
creafing by every Draught. It grieved him there-
fore to the Heart, to think that Dr, Blgir had laid |

alide
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afide the principal Thing he had preferibed after
his joining his three Brethren 3 in order therefore to
juftify himfelf, he threatens in his Diary, and talks
indeed, as if he was jult proceeding to prove the
Paradox, ¢ That pure Port Whey was lefs fiery and
< intoxicating, than Water Sack Whey.”” But while
you are expecting the Detail of the Proof, he
wheels, and makes a fudden Afcent from the Na-
ture of Wheys, to that of Wines ; of which he
talks very {yftematically, under the two States, of Pu-
rity and Impurity. In the impure State, he fays,
red Pors Wine 1s only primed with Brandy, where-
as Camary which 1s firft, according to him, white
Lifbon, has a full Charge of Brandy poured upon it,
with fome {weetning “Additions.  But in the Ac-
count of the genuine State of both the Wines, he
talks of the active Salts, and the effential Oils, with
a large Portion of folar Rays, as being the Stamina
of Canary Wine, and e contra of the valt Number of
watry Particles, which make up the Porz Wine 3
which imaginary Theory, is the more ridiculous,
as it runs quite loofe of the Queftion 3 for it is evi-
dent, that the beft chymical Account that can be
given of the two Wines, could never make it ap-
pear, that pure original Pors Whey without Water,
1s a Drink more cool and diluting than Canary
Whey when it is made with a large Quantity of
Water. But as Dr. Rogers was refolved to pufh at
this at any Rate, he condemns it, firft as a cool
flippery Drink in one Place, and then, by an un-
lucky Overflight, attacks it as hot and intoxicating
in another. Which Inconfiftency had laid him
open to a Joke of Dr, Blair, who obferves in his
Cafe, that the other lcarned Doftor in the true
Spirit of a controverfial Writer, was equally pre-
pared to prove either Side of theQueftion, by way
of thewing the vaft Reach of his Faculties, and the

5 different
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diffcrent Ways he could fhift the Powers of his
Underftanding. < For if be affirms Port Wine to be
““ firong, Dr.Rogers affirms it to be weak 5 and if be
““ affirms it to be weak, Dr. Rogers will prove it to be
“« firong.”” To which Dr. Rogers, in his Reply, puts
down this moft excellent Anfwer, ¢ That be can fee
“ no Inconfiffency in all this 5 for, continues be, may
““ wot Port Whey be [aid to be firong in refpeét of Sack
“ Water Whey, and weak in refpeit of pure Canary
““ Whey.” Now this would have been very good
Reafoning in Dr. Rogers, if he could have thewn,
that Dr. Blair had prefcribed thefe two different
Kinds of Canary Wheys, or even any pure Canary
Whey atall ; but moft unluckily the Proof was
here w:ckcdly againft him, and therefore he wifely
flips 1t over with the dignify’d and kingly Obfer-
vation, ¢ That it was a Story o trifling, that a Man
“ of Senfe ought to defpife it, and not attempt to ane
« fwerit*.” Notwithftanding all this, Dr. Rogers,
being greatly unwilling to give up this Article, at-
tempts another Defence of his pure Port Whey, by
faying, that Mr. Baker took great Quantities of it
afterwards, without any bad Confequences; but he
was not candid enough, either in his Diary or Reply,
to acknowledge what he ought to have done, that
this laft Port Whey was moft plentifully mix’d
with Water, which is a Circumftance that fhows
evidently, how fenfible they all were, of their former
Miftake in giving Mr. Baker the pure Port Whey.
Tho” I cannot here help ubfervmg to you, that Dr,
Rogers, Icarce ever mentions the laft pure Port
Whey, without giving it the em hatlcal Epithet,
of the Good Comfortable Whey declanng by ths that
as a fworn Enemy, he had only confented with Re-
luctance, to thefe cooling Mixtures, chat tend to
bring down the genuine and uncorrupted Pors, to

that

* See the Reply, p. 51,
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that State of iniquitous Impurity, which in his
Diary; he had fo particularly condemn’d. |

The next Thing objected againft Dr, Blair, was
his having ordered Mr, Baker to be bled at one of
the frontal Arteries. ;

Thefe Gentlemen have builc this, as well as fome
of their other Cavillings, upon their ideal Affertion
of a critical Night, when all Evacuations are judged
improper. ButI belicve I have amply made it out
to you, that what they have fince pretended to
affert, of their having expected a Crifis that Night,
15 quite imaginary, as there is not the leaft Spark of
Evidence, to thow, that any of them, much lefs
all of them, thought foy nay pofitive and uncon-
tradicted Evidence, that three of them thought the
contrary, and the ftrongeft Prefumptions that could
be given, that Dr, Rogers was likewile of that Opi-
nion, ;

Dr. Rogers therefore being fully fenfible, that his-
Story of a Crifis could never be made appear, has
1n his Reply, retreated backwards to a Poiut,” which
he thought more tenable than that of the Ciifis, in
which he had been deferted by his Brethren, This
new Station of Defence, then, lies in an Aflertion,
that there is no fuch Thing as any Branch of the iniernal
carotid Artery, coming out of the Skull over the Eye,
nay farther, that there is no Foramen o allow it to come
out. Then for the Proof of this, as he does not
pretend of himfelf to know any Thing of the Mat-
ter, and being much loft in Doubts, he makes aRound
of confulting fome anatomical Wiiters, to guels at
it by their Report : Of whom he has given as in-
diftint, and as unfatisfactory an Account, asif he
had been quoting the different Relations of the firfk
Voyages, to a newly difcover’d Continent 3 fuch as
that fome had feen certain peculiar Trees 1o the

Country, but as another Traveller had not men-
E tioned
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tioned thefe, he concludes it impoffible there can be
any fuch 3 “becaufe furely, fays he, this Perfon
«¢ would have taken Notice of them, (they being fo
““ yvery fingular) had there been any of that Kind.”
In this Manner, he makes Extraéts of a fee-faw
Reading, from four great Anatomifts. He begins
with Euflachius, who, according to him, mentions
nothing of this Ramification of the Carotid, there-
fore there can’t be any there. He makes Winflow
talk but very little about them. He makes Monro
allow that there is an Artery comes out of that
Foramen or Hole above the Eye, for which Reafon
he ought to have commenced a Battle between
Euftachius and Monro, as he has quoted them on
oppofite Sides.” But to conclude the Matter he
brings in Albinus, whom he calls the exquifite
Searcher into the human Body, defcribing this Hole
to be a very uncertain Hole, for commonly it is a fmall
Hole, and an oblong Hole, then fometimes there are two
Holes, fometimes there are three Holes, and fometimes
there is but half a Hole ;5 often there is only a flight
Mark like the Track or Impreffion of a Hole, and in
Jbort that now and then there is no Hole at all.  'This
is the accurate Mauner in which Dr. Rogers (who is
the Mouth, or the Tongue, or the Pen, or whatever
you pleafe to call bim, of this Council of four) has
been pleafed to colleét and fet forth the Opinion of
anatomical ‘Writers, concerning thefe Arteries and
Foramina ; in which it would appear that his own
proper Knowledge could afford him no better Ac-
count of them ; whereas we find that Dr. Blair had
caufed open thefe Arteries with Succefs, in feveral
Perfons at Kingfale, in the Cirumftances of a Fever,
which then raged in that Town. Indeed thefe four
Gentlemen feem to talk about thefe Arteries, as
one would {pecvlate with Difhdence, upon the
{earching for a Mine under Ground, when they had

only
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only fome diftant Prefumptions, that there were
any (uch, below that particular Spot. . For, fay they,
confidering the Smallnefs of thefe Velels, the Uncer-
lainty whether we meet with them or not 5 or if we do,
whether we open the Branches of the internal or ex-
ternal Carotid, therefore little Relief can be expeited in
any inflamatory Cafe. Now this i1s their own Lan-
guage, declaring their own Ignorance of the Situa-
tion of thefe Arteries, and confefling for them-
{elves, that were fuch an Operation ever thought
neceffary, they would be obliged to diret the Sar-
geon to put in his Lancet at a Venture.

But, allowing, fay they, that we are beat from
this Poft, and rhat out of the frontal Vellels may be
drawn an Ounce and a balf, in the Space of fix Mi-
nutes 3 which, they fay, is a good Allowance, baving
known lefs. Now this laft Sentence of theirs 1s an
unlacky Overlight ; for by faying that they bad known
lefs than an Ounce and a balf drawn in the Space of fix
Minutes, is giving up what they had been difput-
ing for two or three Pages, fince the very Words
import, that it confifted with their Knowledge, and
they had feen, thele very frontal Arteries open’d,
and that the opening thele had been thought good
for fome Diftemper or other, ncither of which they
were pleafed to fpecify. Neverthelefs, they pro-
ceed to a Calculation of how much greater Quan-
tities of Blood may be drawn, either from the Tem-
poral Artery, or the Jugular Vein, than from thefe
Veflels in the Forehead ;5 but all this lies quite out
of the Queftion, as it was not required to draw from
the Patient, the greateft poffible Quantity of Blood
in the leaft poflible Time, which is the Suppofition
they go upon ; but the opening thefe Arteries above
the Eye, was thought by Dr, Blair, more proper
for relicving the Infamation of the Brain, than by
any of the cther two,

K2 The
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T he Ignorance of thefe Gentlemen, in an Age fo
enlightened as this is, when Anatomy is fo well
known, is really lamentable; and their attacking
Dr. Blair from Arguments of their own Want of
Knowledge in that Branch of Phyfick, is bringing us
back to thefe Monkifh Days of Barbarity, whenGalileo
was P:‘:rﬂ:cutrd for afferting the Planetary Syftem.
Nay, every Child is a Judge of the Difpute, and
may confute them, by putting his Finger above his
Eye, where he may feel the Pulfe of the Artery
very diftinétly. But I fhall difcufs to you their
ftragling Quotations a little more anatomically,
from the very Paflages they have adduced them-
felves. They pretend then, that Zinflew fays little
about that Branch of the internal Carotid 3 to con-
firm which, obferve their Art, they found he talk’d
of it in his Anatomy, in the 74¢h Numb, upon the
Arteries, they extra&t the firft Part of a Sentence
there 5 but finding the latter Part of it proved the
very Point in Dilpute againft themfelves, they there-
fore carefully left it out, and that you might not
trace them, they did not chufe to mark the Place
from whence they took it, in the Margin: But the
falfifying of this Paffage, was a miferable Device,
praétifed upon an Author who is in every Body’s
Hands, For Winflow’s Words are, ¢ As the In-
« ternal Carotid leaves the Bony Canal, to enter
¢ 1he Cranium, it fends off a Branch thro’ the
¢ Sphenoidal Fiflure to the Oibit, and Eye, and
“ foon afterwards another thro’ the Foramen Op-
€ ticum, by which # communicates with the Ex-
¢ ternal Carotid *.” This Commurication is the
very Thing in Dilpute, and thefe Gentlemen, out
of their great Wifdom, brought this Paffage to
prove there was none there 3 which is an excellent

Evidence,

* See Winflow's Ahatomy, 4to. Lond. 1733. Of the Ar-
teries, N° 74.
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Evidence, both of their Fairnefs, and their Mo-
defty. They have quoted Monro too, as unfairly
as they do Winflow 3 pretending that he defcribes
feveral Foramina in the Superciliary Ridges, whereas
he only defcribes one Hole ineach Superciliary Ridge 3
they make him fay again, thro’ one of which a finall
Artery with a Nerve paffes, making it appear, as if
he meant there were a Number of Holes there, and
that fometimes this Artery paflfed thro’ one, and
fometimes thro’ another ; whereas his plain Words
are, Thro’ this Hole a Twig of the Ophthalmick Branch
of the fifth Pair of Nerves paffes out of the Orbit with
a fmall Artery from the Carotid, to be diftributed to
the Teguments and Mufcles of the Forebead *.  His
calling the Artery a Branch of the Carotid, was
~ {ufficiently clear to every one who has the fmalleft
Acquaintance with Anatomy, becaufe they know
that the Branches of the External Carotid have par-
ticular Names, as Maxillary, Angular, Temporal,
Occipital, &c. What he mentions as to the Danger
of the tranfverfe Incifion, is evidently by Way of
Caution only againft doing it roo near the Hole or
Notch, on Account of the fhrinking of the Artery,
whereas the opening it a little above was never
"known to be attended with any Danger; and
what Mr. Monre further adds, with regard to
the uncertain State of thefe Holes, 1s foreign to
the Purpofe ; becaufe the Artery and Nerve are
known always to be there, whether there is a Hole,
Noich, or even withiout a Veftige, and Dr. Blair
recommended no Operation upon a Hole, but upon
the Veflels above the Eye, which are as regularly
there as the Eye itfelf ; and what they mention chere-
fore from Albinus 1s only puzling themfelves about
the Hole, while they are mangling good Latin by
a milerable Tranflation ; tho’ they have allowed
that Albinus affirms, that the Ule of the Hole ig

o
* See Monro’s Ofteology, 8vo. Edin, 1741. pag. 8o.
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to permit the little Nerves and Veflcls, to creep
fafely out of the Orbit to the Forehead.

It appears then, that thefe three anatomical
Writers, quoted by themf{clves, mention thefe
Veflels pafiing from the Orbit to the Forehead,
which clears the Truth againft themfelves, even by
their own Quotations,.——Their faying that little
Reliel can be expected frem that Operation in an
inflammatory Cafe, contradifts their other Obfer-
vation, ¢¢ Thatit produces great Mifchief, and certain
Danger in a languid Circulation 3 for if it is /o im-
portant 1n one Cafe, it can’t be /o triffling in the
the other. Their Endeavour to fhew how much
better it is to open the Jugular Vein than this Carotid
Artery, in order to remove Obftructions in this
Artery, 1s contrary to known Fact; for firft, when
a Patient it let Blood in the Jugular Vein, th{: Sur-
geon, previous to any Thing elfe, lays a Com-
preflion upon the Neck to make the Vein {well 5
and after the Vein is opened, he continues that
Compreffion that the Blood may come out ; for the
Motion of the Blood towards the Heart, in the
Jugular, is fo free, that generally upon removing
the Ligature or Compreffion, the open’d Vein ceafes
to bleed. Is it not plain then, that the Refiftance
which the Blood moving in its Capillaries, met
with frem that moving in its Trunk, is by this Ope-
ration increafed and therefore not taken off 7 —Again,
they muft allow, (for tho’ they may not know it
themlelves, yet they will find it in WWinflow *) that
the External and Internal Jugulars, communicate
largely above the Place of Bleeding in the Neck ;
confcquently, whatever Effect Bleeding has upon
one, 1t will nearly have the fame Effe& on the
other, and thercfore bleeding in the Jugular, in-
{tead of diminifbing the Velocity of the Blood in the

Internal

* See Winflow, of Veins, N2 »z, 74, 79, g6.
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Internal Carotid, and zaking off from the Preffare
which they pretend, will on the contrary immedi-
ately add to both,

But as to the general Expediency of bleeding a
Patient in the Head, which is properly the Point
difputed, it appears plainly, both from Dr. Mead’s
and Dr. Frewin’s Letters to Dr. Rogers, that they
both, allow of it and think it expedient, in the
Cafes of Fevers attended with an Inflammation of
the Brain, when there are no Symptoms of a Crifis.

As to the Bleeding in the frontal Veflels, fays Dr.
Mead, I fhould think it was too bold @ Prafiice in o
great Weaknefs, and fo late in the Difeafe, unlels the
Pulfe was uncommonly bard and firong, and attended
with an Inflamation of the Brain, or fome Symptoin of -
that Kind.

And fays Dr. Frewin Wben Fevers run to a great
Length, and there is no Sign of an approaching Crifis,
it is not unufual with Phyficians in England, to direli
Bleeding in the Temporal Ariery, or at the Sapbana
Vein, later than the fourteentbh Day, when the Quick-
nefs and Strength of the Pulfe, and other Symptoms re-
guire that Evacuaticn,

Now as both thefe are directed to the Perfon they
- confute, and being publithed by him, mult be al-

 lowed to be genuine Proofs, uti addutia ex Caftris
\ Inimicorum, as coming from the Quarters of the
Foe, and therfore not under the leaft Objeétion of
- Paruality to Dr. Blair.,

The lalt Particular objected to Dr, Blair, was his
prefcribing for Mr, Baker a Julap, in which was
mix’d a certain Quantity of the Tinifura dntipbthy-
fica. Much has beea faid on this Parc of the Dif-
pute, aad indeed the grand Appeal to Dr. Mead
from both  Sides, was to defire him to determine
and declare, what he judged to be the Qualitics and

| Effeéts of this Tincture,

It

F
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It is remarkable, that Dr. Rogers has really had
no lefs than three fucceflive Opinions, as to the Na-
ture of this Medicine in the Courfe of the Difpute,
as People of weak Eyes will only allow the Light to
be increafed upon them, at certain regular Intervals
of Time. For in the Beginning, he afierted pofi-
tively and without Exception, that this Tinflure was
poifonous, which though he has fince thought it
prudent to difavow, yet his Letter to Dr. Mead is
a ftanding Teftimony, that he was then of that
Opinion, fince Dr, Mead mentions that Circum-
ftance particularly to Dr. Blair.. * Whken Dr. Ro-
¢ oers, fays he, wrote to me by w:z_y of Appeal 1o my
< Fudgment, 1 plainly told bim, that though I could

“ not be a Judge of all the Crrmm iflances ,bf Mr. Ba-
ker’s Cafe, yet as to the Tinflura Antiphbtbyfica, to
“ wbhich be made bis main Objeftion, as unfafe and
““ akind of Poifon, it was a Medicine which 1bad made
“ ufe of with great Succefs for thefe fifty Years.”” But
I think the thing is very clear from his own Words,
for unlefs he intended ro prove, that this Tintture
was a Poifon, with what other Defign could it be
that he laboured fo much to prove the Sugar of Lead
a Poifon, as he has made a long Note about it in
his Diary, for it 1s too glaring to be evaded, that |
the only Conclufion from his Premifes muft br:- that |
hf:then judged that Tincture to be poifonous, Nay, |
in anmher Place of his Diary, conceiving he had
Boerbaave walking Hand in Hand with_ him, he
goes boldly on condemning and damning this Tin&ure, |
firft in the Lump, and then he cuts it up, as he
thinks, piece Meal, and Limb by Limb, mention-
ing with great Bitternels the Sugar of Lead digefted |
in the reltified Spirit of Wine, and then the green |
Vitriol in the fame Digeftion, which he had declared |
before to be #o wholfomer than the other, and there-
fore as ftrong a Poifon, upon which he draws this
Con-

Lo
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Conclufion, “ both making, [ays be, with this fiery
¢ Spirit the antiphthyfick Tinfture,” as if he h:d hap-
pily deteted the Combination and Confpiracy of
two Poifons together, ranker and keener, than any
fingle Poifon by itfelf.

This then was certainly his firft Opinion, before
he received Dr. Mead’s Letter, which undeceived
him a little in his Miftake. < For I wondered, fays
“ Dr. Mead, that be (imeaning Dr. Rogers) fhould
“ be a Stranger to this Tiniture, baving been firf}
¢ invented by the famous Ermulier, and recommended
< by our great Mr. Boyle, and publifbed in almoft all
““ the foreign Pharmacopeias, as well as our late Lon-
¢ don ome.®> Dr. Rogers therefore, finding this
Blunder, thought it proper upon this, to fhift his
Ground, and admitted in his Reply, that this Tinc-
ture was good for the few Difeafes which Dr. Mead
had told him of, and now indeed he talks wiih
Amazement and Abborrence, that his former Opinion
fhould be afcribed to him, which he endeavours to
difavow at the Expence, and with the Execrations of
his Fuith and his Honour, though the Thing 1s too
well fixed upon him, to allow him to lanch it off in
this his ufual manner. However, he ftill denies;
that the Tinture could be proper in the Cafe of the
L.ax which attended Mr, Baker in his Fever, which
he calls even with Boldnels an imgroper and an un-
juflifiable Praflice, bat misfortunately for him he
was not aware, and did not fufpet, that Dr. Mead
was then ready to declare, that the Cafe in which
he chiefly ufes the Tin&ture, are flow Hectic Fevers
particularly when attended with a Loofenefs. This
is the very Symptom for which Dr. Blair gave
it to Mr. Baker, and this is the very Symptom for
which Dr, Mead has given it with Succefs for fifty
Years, and therefore, if thefe Gentlemen won’t fubs
mit to Dr. Blair’s Reafons, they muft, at leaft, lal-—-

K low
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low of the Judgment of Dr. Mead, to whom they
have dedicated their Reply, and therein declared,
that whatever Sentence be pafs’d would be fubmitted
20 as the dernier Refort, and witbout Appeal,

I muft now obferve to you, that Dr. Rogers who
firft infifted this Tinéture was a Poifon, and had
never been given by either Dr. Mead, Dr. Friend,
or himfelf, whenever he receiv’d Dr. Mead’s Let-
ter, changed his Note and pretended 2bat be bim-
Self bad given it in a few Difiempers, but fever in
the Cafe of @ Lax. However, fince this laft Letter
of Dr. Mead’s, he has {o far advanced in his Opi-
nion of the Goodnefs of this Medicine, that I am told
there are now Receipts of his in the dpothecary’s
Shops, in which he has prefcribed in Fevers attend-
ed with a Lax, a much greater Quantity of this
Tinéture than Dr. Blair had done in the defperate
Cafe of Mr. Bater.

You muft have, no doubt, noticed, that I have
purpefely omitted mentioning Drs. Connell, Flaberiy,
or Bonbonous in the interefting Points of the Difpute,
Becaufe, though their Names appear in the Begin-
ning of the Reply, yet I think it is evident to every
Body, that they are not properly to be confidered
as Principals in the Affair, but only as the sarba fe-
quentivm, [ Equipage de fon Excellence, a Kind of
Train that attend the Motions and Refolutions of
their Captain General, who

Stop as be turns, and as be circles wheel.

And indeed it is to me aftonithing, that thefe
three Gentlemen fhould have found themfelves at
all concerned in the Difpute, as they can never deny
with regard to their own Judgment, thefe material
Queftions, which are contraverted between Dr. Ko-
gers and Dr. Blair, For they can never difavow

g that
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that Mr. Baker was thought by them ?to Je dying
that Night when Dr. Blair was called in, they can-
not deny, that both Doctors Beunbonous and Connell
declared him detter on the Tuefday Morning 5 and
as to their Opinion of the Tinftura Antipbtbyfica,
only one of the three at the Conference pretended
to know any Thing about it, and that he made ap-
pear, only by faying, that it was like a Chip iz
Porridge, a Thing of no Confequence either one way
or another. Notwithftanding of which, Dr. Rogers in
his Letter to Dr. Mead and Dr. Frewin, tells them
both very modefily, ¢¢ That they four Phyficians be-

“ ing all of good Charafier, had E.{I.'El‘fdtd Mr. Baker,
“ that they had put him underaRemmen and given
¢ him fuch Medicines, by the He]p nf which he
‘¢ was fafl recovering, and that in particular, they
¢ had all of them entertained good Hopes of him
¢t the Night of the 11th of Fuly, being the 14th
¢ Night of his Illnefs, that tbey all conceived
¢ this 14th Night to be a critical Night, that the
“¢ Morning after Dr. Blair had been with him,
¢ they were all of them, without Exception, of O-
¢ pinion, that he was worfe than the Night before,
«“ and in fhort, that all of them condemned the
¢ Bleeding, and the Tincture which had been or-
¢ dered by Dr. Blair.”> Now the direct Contrary
of the firft three Particulars ftands recorded againft
them by certain creditable Witnefies, and as to their
Opinion of the Bleeding and the Julap, they, poor
Souls, never offered to open their Mouths, or ven-
ture a Judgment about them,, till Dr. Kc o met
them on the Tf:.e;fdefzy “vening, and then th into
their Heads thefe rare Affertions, and thefe choice
Arguments, which appeared af*frwards, with fo
much luftre, in the Diary ; and thus it was that he
led them up into that bigh Dance, in which he, as
well as they, have ftaggered and tumbled about
ever fince,

F 2 : But
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But befides this particular Triumvirate, 1 find by

a Paper fubjoin’d to the Reply, that fome more of
the Fraternity have allowed themfelve to appear,
as the poor Tocls of this fingle Man, and indeed it
is the more furprifing, that Men of the lealt Un-
derftanding, fhould pretend to give a Judgment,
when they only echo back thefe imaginary Circum-
ftances that are contained no where elfe but in Dr.
Roger's Diary. 'Their Opinion is given as to tbree
Particulars, each of which may be eafily cleared up.
The firf# regards the Bleeding, they fay, Bleeding
was improper, becaufe that Day being the 14th of
Mr. Baker’s llinefs was deem’d critical, and a Crifis
expelied ; but by whom was it expected ? not by
three of the four, fince they declared they expected
his Death (which was indeed a Crifis of a different
kind) and every Circumitance makes it evident,
that Dr, Rogers gave all the Family {ufficient Rea-
fon to believe he thought fo 0o, for no after fay-
ings of his, will ever make it appear to any Body
that a Crifis was expected by him, much lefs by the
Majorily of the four, which is the Senfe in which
thele Gentlemen ought alone to bave wunderflood it,
they were indeed, obliged to call it Critical,
becaufe Dr. Rogers was pleafed to put it down fo,
and to be fure the Exprefiion is fo remarkable that
it could come from no other Pen. But fuppofing
there was an [nflammation in the Brain, the Evidence
of which, I belicve, they had not feen, 1 fancy
they would not have then ventured to condemn
what both Dr, Mead and Dr. Frewin 1n their Letters
to Dr. Rogers have particularly allow’d of in the
Cafe of that Symptom. They next condemn the
Change of Mr. Baker’s Drink from Port Whey,
which was made without any Water, to Water Sack
Whey. Now their Ignorance of the Inflamation
occafioned this other Maftake of theirs, as the
Strength of the Pori tended to increale that Infla-
mation,
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mation, neither were they, it feems, apprifed
that the Port Whey Mr. Baker drank afterwards,
was plentifully mixed with Water.

The /Jaf# Particular they take Notice of, is, the
Tinélura Antiphthyfica, which they confine to Gleets,
Fluor Albus, Gonorrbeas, and Hemorrbages, and
abfolutely exclude it in all inflamatory Diforders, and
call a Drachm and a balf in eighteen Hours a fur-
prifing Quantity, and unfafe and injudicious in Mr,
Baker’s Cafe, Now Dr. Mead has informed their
Judgments as to this Point, in his Letter to Dr.
Blair, wherein he mentions bis baving ufed it for
Jifty Xears with great Succefs, and that in the Cafe of
Jlow Heétic Fevers, particularly when attended with a
Loofenefs, which was the very Cafe of Mr. Baker :
In which Circumftances that learned Gentleman
(who is now by all allowed to be the moft eminent
in his Profeflion) declares, that be reckoned no lefs
than two or three Drachms given at different Times,
to be a convenient Dofe. lt 1s very diverting,
that in the Conclufion of this Paper, which is called
the Opinion of thefe eight Gentlemen, there are
numbered up no lefs than 228 Drops of this Tinc-
ture, with an Apgftropbe of Wonder, as if but a few
Drops of it had been fufficient, inftantly, to have
killed any man: Now how muft they be ftruck
dumb, when Dr. Mead declares 456 Drops to be
a convenient Dofe, and that to be taken not only in
one 24 Hours, but every 24 Hours. I believe the
Majority of thele Gentlemen are by this Time fuf-
ficiently afhamed of their having been drawn in fo
fimply to fign a Paper which Dr. Rogers had penn’d
for them, when they had fo flightly confidered the
Merits of the Affair, and inded I have the Charity to
think, that as this Paper of theirs has #o Daie, they
were prevailed upon to fign it in a Hurry, and at
the Beginning of the Difpute, before Dr. Efgr;s

afe
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Cafe was publithed, when they had not yet accefs
to fee the whole Courfe of the Evidence that is there
annexed, and therefore as to them I may fay, that
fince 1t appears to be a 8in of Ignorance, they may
be the more eafily forgiven.

But afrer all, 1 cannot help obferving to you,
that if any Boldnefs in Praétice of which, this of
Dr. Blair has not appeared to be fuch, I fay, if any
Boldnefs in Practice was ever allowed of, or if any
Phyficians can be excufed to venture any unpre-
cedented Medicine which promifes to turn the
Current of a Difeafe, that feems hurrying the Pa-
tient to Death, Dr. Bleir would have been {fuffici- |
ently juftified, bad be ufed any fuch, from the ac
kﬂt}WlEdUP{l Defpﬂratercf?s of Mr. Baker’s Situation.

As T have thus far given you an Abftraét of the
Points in difpute, I mult now fet before you fome
Specimens of the Humanity and Tendernefs which |
thefe four Gentlemen fay they have done their ut-
moft to exercife towards Dr. Blair. |

Now by this we may underitand, that they had
particularly in their Eye thefe rich Epithets, which |
in the Courfe of the Reply as well as in their Diary, |
are fo lavithly beftowed on Dr. Blair. They are, in- |
deed, fo numerous, that a Gentleman of Rank and
Character in this Neighbourbood (to whom the Do&tor
is not even known but by the Buftle of this Affair)
has for his Amufement: fele¢ted from the Reply
upwards of fixty of thefe choice PafJages, which he
has fent him, having conceived they fhould be !
treafured up like the modern C{}]]t&mns of the
Flowers of the Poets, if he did not rather take the |
Hint from Ceokery, thinking they fhould be pre-
ferved as excellent Pickles read_v to be lent out to
all Authors, for the giving a firong Relith and a
Haut-gout to fuch Performances, as might have been
otherwife taftelefs, withourt a lictle of the Bitter and

the
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the Sour which are the ftandard Ingredients of thefe
bigh Sawces that have been in Ufe among all Cocks
and controverfial Writers both ancient and modern.
But to heighten their Piece a little more, I muft
acquaint you, that whenever they have got any Thing
which they concetve to be ftiong and pithy acmmit
Dr. Blair, they are fure to ufher it in with certain
mock Prefaces, of great Reluctance, much Compaf-
fion, and a Kind of Pang of Regret; which puts one
in mind of what Sweton fays of the Behaviour of
Domitian, though the Initance is both too ftrong
and too lofty for the Feeblenefs of their Wrath, viz.
¢ That this Emperor of merciful and wmpﬂﬁmﬂw
¢ Memery, never ordered any to Execation, without
¢¢ beginning the Sentence with a particolar Enco-
¢ mium on his own Clemency,and the great Concern
¢. it gave him to be inftrumental in the Death of
¢« one of his Subjelts *.>> Thele are fome of their
literary Arts, but they did not bridle in their Re-
fentment here, conceiving they could do Execution
in 2 more effeftual Manner. For they firlt threat-
ned the Managers of the Infirmary at Cork, thatif
Dr. Blair thould be continued as a joint Phyfician in
that Hofpital: they would not only defert ic with
their Attendance, but get all their I'riends to with-
draw their Subfcriptions, which fo alarmed the Di-
rectors of that Charity, which is but now in its In-
fancy: that they defired Dr. Blzir not to continue
his Attendance ;3 notwithtanding of which, he ftill
continues his Subfcription in the fame Manner as

* Et quo contentius abuteretur patientia hominum, nunquam
triftiorem fententiam, fine praefatione clementize, pronunciavit ;
ut non aliud jam certins atrocis exitus fignum effer, quam prin-
cipii lenitas. ~ ** Permittite, Patres Cﬂl]ﬂ:rip[], a pietate
*¢ veftra impetrari, quod fcio me difficulter impetraturum, ut
“ damnpatis liberum mortis arbitrinm indulgeatis. Nam & par-
% cetis oculis veltris & intelligent me omnues fenatui interfuitfe.

SueTon in DomIiTian. §. i,

before
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before. However they did not even ftop here, but
drew up a Paper to be figned by all the Phyficians
they could influence, or terrify, and which was
figned by a certain Number ; containing ¢ a mutual
¢ Combination of all the Perfons who put their
¢ Names to it, binding them up, from confulting
¢ with Dr. Blair, under certain particular Penalties
¢ therein mentioned.” But this foon diffolved of
itfelf, as an illegal Deed which was found to be
rather more detrimental to the Gentlemen who
figned it than toany other, fo that it remains only in
Remembrance here, as a Ruin and a Wreck of that
Storm, which raged only at the Expence of thofe
who raifed it ; whereas it has roll’d on to anfwer all
the good Purpofes their Adverfary could have de-
fired or expected from the ftrongeft Sunfhine of their
Favour 3 like thefe feemingly contradicting and fe-
condary Caufes of elemental Strife, that operate in
Nature for the bringing forward the General Good.
But after all thefe different and bootlefs Attempts
of theirs, to hurt their Adverfary in the only Ways
that they thought they could pierce him, it is to
me aftonifhing how they can pretend with any Face
to fay, that they never once attempted to perfecute
Dr. Blair. For about the Clofe of the Reply they
declare, ¢ that they find them{eclves under an in-
‘¢ difpenfible Neceffity to take Notice of the old
“ Watch Word Perfecution, that has been of late
¢ fo craftily promulgated to fupport a bad Caufe ;
« for we aflure our Fellow Citizens, (continue they)
“ in the moft [acred Manner, that we utterly abbor
““ and rensunce a Principle of fo black a Dye.> Nay,
in the Preface, we have a more formal Affidavit of
theirs, tho’ it is not mentioned to have been taken
before the Worfbipful DaxieL Crong, Efg; or any |
of the worthy Aldermen or Fuftices of the City of Cork 5 |
yet certain we may be, they mean to fay, tlhar, |
they
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they had the Fear of God before their Eyes, and
were to {peak the Truth, the whole Truth, and no-
thing but the Truth 5 For thus it runs, Firft then,
fay they, We, previous to all ather Confiderations, do
moft [olemnly declare, that no Prejudice, Pique, Party,
or Principle of Perfecution, ( [o uncharitably and un-
chriftianly laid to our Charge ) mixes in any Shape with
bis our Defign. Now they ought to have borrowed
a little of the Stile of an A% of Parliament to have
brought up the Rear of this folemn Proteftation,
viz. Nothing in this after Treatife, of ill Names,
bitter Words moft artfully and phyfically fweetned
up with Compaffion, Accufations of Subornation
and Perjury when peradventure the Fals lie t’other
Way, infiffing with the Managers of the Infirmary
that Dr. Blair fhould no more attend there, enter-
ing into a Combination of as many of the Faculty as
by Threats and Promifes can be drawn in, who
upon their Faith and their Honour are not to con-
fult with the faid Dr, Blair 5 thefe and every Thing
elfe of a more contradiclory Noture NOTH 1T H-
STANDING. Now, as I cannot make this
Affidavit of theirs and their own Words fo exaétly
to tally as I could have wifli’d, T mult therefore ai-
cribe it to my own Inability and want of Judgment
rather than to any Forgetfulnefs in the Gentlemen,
or to any Contradiction in the Things themfelves, I
can match it, however, to you in a remarkable In-
ftance of the like Kind, that happen’d a Couple of
Centuries ago, and this furely ought to have its
proper Weight, as according to the excellent Me-
thod of Analsgy, fo fathionable at prefent, a good
Simile is reckoned equivalent to the beft of Argu-
ments. JInthe Year then 1527, when the City of
Rome was taken by Charles Vs Army, Poor Pope
Clement V1Ith retired into the Caftle of St Angelo,

where the Emperor kept him for fome Timg
G coop'd
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coop’d up and imprifon’d. Now as Charles was fen-
fible that a little Slander of Enmity and Perfecution
lay againft him, he was refolved to wipe it off with
a little Decency, and therefore ordered a Publick
Faft to be made, and Prayers to be offered up in all
the Churches of Rome, ¢ for the Health and fpeedy
Liberty of his Holinels,” as being the only great
and important Petition he had to make to Heaven,
which he confirmed upon the Honour of a King, and
the Faith of a Chriffian, to be the Thing i the
World he had moft at Heart *,

So much for the Medical Affair, of which I have
given you a f{ufficient Doze ; and as you may be
apt to mufe upon it, as a Thing altogether fingular,
and not to be match’d in any other Sphere of Life,
I fhall conclude this with a Paper which is juft come
to my Hands, and which will fufficiently corret
yourMiftakein thatArticle. For here you will find that
former Ages have produced fuch Things as are the
very Piflures and Parallels, both of the Virtues and
Wickednefs of the Times in which we now live ;
and it will even prove to you, that there is an
aftonithing Similarity in Events which happen now
and then wonderfully on the very fame Spots of
Ground. In what Year, or in whofe Reign the
Tranfaction happened, which is contained in the
following Narrative, is hard to determine, as it
was found without a Date 3 and indeed we can’t help
fuppofing that it happen’d at lealt 100 Years ago,
as the Clergyman ampng whole Papers it was dif-
cover’d, had added a Note to the End of it to this
Purpofe ; ¢ That having accidentally met with this
<t Account, wrote in a Saxor Character, and in an
< uncouth, and grotefque Sort of Language, he had
« with fome Difficulty rendered it into modern
¢« Englifh,” And we may the more readily depend

on
* See.Gregorio Leri's Life of that Emperor andS/idan’s Hiftory.
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on the Veracity of this Article, as the Clergyman
was well known to be a Man of remarkable Ho-
nefty, as well as of excellent Underftanding.

But before you can readily comprehend the par-
ticular References in this Paper, I muft give youa
fhort Account of the Situation of this Cizy of Cork,
where the Affair pafs’d. This Town then lies upon
a fine navigable River, about ten or twelve Miles
from the Sea; the happy Situation of it for Trade,
had induc’d the firft Inhabitants to cut the Ground
upon which the Town ftands, and which is quite
level, into a Number of different Quays and Canals
for the Convenience of Warehoufes for Merchants.,
This Circumftance however has obliged them to
build a confiderable Number of Bridges, to the
Amount of at leaft 30 or 40 at different Places over
thefe Canals.

The Beef and Butter, which are the Staple Com-
modities of the Town, being ready barrell’d up in
Warehoufes, are carried down the Canals in Lighters,
and fo put aboard the Ships who commonly lye
at Anchor fome Miles down the River. Now the
Tide flows in thefe Canals to a great Height, but
at low Water they are left quitedry, and that for
an Hour or two together. The Side of one of thefe
Quays or Canals has been frequented, Time out of
Mind, by all the Beau Monde of the Town, on Ac-
count of its being pleafanter than the reft, and
therefore by Prefcription hasbeen long diftinguithed
by the Name of the Mall of the City of Cork.

It was then in the Evening of one of the fultry
Days of Fuly, that one Mr. Godfrey Bateman,
Mercht. happened to be walking with his Wife,
in this Place of Publick Refort, by way of cooling
and refrefhing themfelves, after the Heat of the
Day 3 they were now upon their Return home,
and Mrs. Bateman had already paffed a Bridge,
SRUL 5 knowa
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known by the Name of Tuckey’s Bridee, when her
Hufband was kept behind, talking to a Gentleman
about fome Bufinefs ; he was now hurrying forward
to crofs the Bridge, toovertake his Wife, when he was
met by a Carriage in the Middle of the faid Bridge,
which made him ftep upon one of the Edges, and
by the f{lipping of a loole Stone, tumbled moft un-
fortunately into the Canal, which happened to be
quite full, by reafon of its being then high Water.
There was a great Crowd foon gather’d about the
two Sides of the Canal, as well as on the Bridge,
occafioned by the Shreeks and Lamentations of
Mrs. Bateman, who ftood like a diftracted Perfon,
calling for Help from every Body who came near
 her.  Her Friends, at length, procured a Rope,
and employed four People, (who were thought to
know fomething of the Matter) to ufe their utmoft
Endeavours to: fave Mr. Bateman’s Life. Their
Names were Fofeph Roxton, Francis Flatty, Feffrey
Connory, and Peter Bummer. They began then to
throw in the End of the Rope for Mr, Bateman to
lay hold of, butin the Dark, and his half drown’d
Condition, he was unable to catch it ; notwith-
ftanding of which for fome time, they continued
throwing the Rope, and pulling it back again,
without any Effect 5 at length they fell upon a new
Method, Roxton and Connor feized one End of the
Rope, and made Flatty and Bummer taking hold of
the other End, run acrofs the Bridge to the op-
pofite Side of the Canal, and then fkimming the
Water with the Rope, till they felt it come clofe
to Mr. Bateman’s Body, they then pulled it back-
wards and forwards, and walk’d upon the Brink,
pretending the Tide would foon run off, and leave
Mr. Bateman alive and dry, in the middle Bed of
the Canal. At length they gave Mr. Bateman up
for loft, faid that a Beat might be brought at Lei-
yoiond it o {ure
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fure, to fith for the Body, and that the Coraner
was now the proper Perfon to be applied to, for de-
termining the Manner of his Death, Mis. Bate-
man, in a frantick Manner, ftll called for Com-
paflion on her poor helplefs Children, applied to
every Body to try what yet could be done to fave
her Hufband 3 but Mr. Roxtor and the other three
had fallen into an Argument, wherber he was intitled
to Chriftian Burial, and little regarded the Cries
and Lamentations of Mrs. Bateman.

Juft at this Conjun&ture there was a Gentleman
pafling who had not heard of this unhappy Accident,
and ftep’d into the Crowd to know what was the
Matter 3 he run immediately where he heard Mrs.
Bateman’s Groans, the implored his Affiltance fora
poor helplefs Family that was juft plunging into
Ruin. There my dear Hufband finks, Ob! Sir, can’t
you fave bim ? 'This Gentleman’s Name was Bland,
and I’m the more particular in every Circumftance
becaufe of the unaccountable Profecution his Con-
duct afterwards brought upon him. Mr. Bland then
immediately catch’d hold of a Plank which lay upon
the Quay, and throwing it into the Canal, he called
for the Rope the other Gentlemen had made Ufeof
he fcrambled down till he got his Feet upon the
Plank, which was floating on the Water, and
ftepping asfar as he could on it withSafety, he threw
a Double of the Rope about Mr. Bateman’s Head,
which had then juft appeared above Water ; he
pulled the Body gently towards him, and faften’d
the Rope about his Middle, then reaching the End
of it to thofe who ftood upon the Quay, Mr. Bate-
man was hawl’d up, while Mr. Bland ftaid below,
to keep his Body from rubbing upon the Stones as
they dragg’d him from above. When Mr, Bateman
was firft brought upon the Quay, he fcarce fhew’d
any Signs of Life, but in a little Time it was founbd

y
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by one of the Women, that he breath’d, and you
know after that, proper Care will foon recover a
Man in this Condition. The firlt Hopes recovered
poor Mrs. Bateman from the Agony fhe had been
in, fhe pour’d forth Bleflings upon Blend, and
talk’d of Roxion’s Behaviour and the other three,
tho’ not in the Terms of the higheflt Acknowledg-
ment, But this was a Circumitance that proved
very unlucky for poor Mr. Bland, as it drew upon
him the Envy and Refentment of the other four,
infomuch, that they could hardly refrain from beat-
ing him vpon the Spot. They. were refolv’d not to
allow him to touch Mr. Bateman, whom they carried
home to his Houfe, expreffing to each other as they
went along, * their mutual Satisfaction in having
fo happily preferved Mr. Bateman’s Life.”> One
would have imagin’d that this Narrative would have
ended here of Courfe, with acquainting you that
Mr. Bateman was drain’d of the Water he had got
in his Lungs, and being kept warm, and fupplied
with Cordials, that he was in a very good Way
next Morning,.

But all this you have read, is but a flight Pre-
face to what follows, For the Day following Mefirs.
Roxton and Bummer, with their two Brethren,
Jodged a Complaint before the Sheriff’ againft Mr.
Bland, the Subftance of which was as follows ;
“ That Mr. Godfrey Bateman Citizen of Cork, had
¢ fallen by Accident from Tuckey’s Bridge into the
*“ Canal, upon Monday laft being the 112 Day of
« Fuby, or one or other of the Days of the faid
¢ Month of Fuly, and that whilft they the Plan-
“ tiffs were ufing all proper Means and Endeavours
“ to fave his Life, one Patrick Bland a Vagabond,
¢ with a wicked and malicious Intention, had then
“ and there, throwna large Log of Wood, at the
“ {aid Mr, Baterman’s Head, and moreover when

“ e
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¢ the faid Vagabond found his Brains not knocked
¢ out, he went ftill on in his execrable Defign,
< and endeavoured to ffrangle the faid Bateman, by
¢ tying a Rope about his Neck. Thact Mr, Bateman,
« after thefe Injuries, was brought upon the Quay
“ in an expiring Condition, and that if they, the faid
<¢ Plantiffs had not inftantly interpos’d, and carried
« Mr. Bateman home to his own Houfe, the faid
¢ Bland would have compleated his barbarous De-
¢ fign upon the Spot, and would have, no doubr,
¢« proceeded to have ripp’d him up.”

This Charge rather athonithed than alarmed Mr.
Bland, all he thought neceflary to vindicate him-
felf, was a fimple Reprefentation of the Cafe,
which was really fo probable that it began o gain
Credit every where, and the Sheriff thow’d evidently
that he delir’d the Profecution might be drop’d.
But this Appearance of Things tended only to ex-
afperate his Antagonifts, who were now determin’d
to go greater Lengths, as they had by this Time
formed themfelves into an Alliance againft him,
both offenfive and defenfive, In Confequence of
which there was a formal Declaration made publick
to varnith over what they had already advanced,
and to blacken the Part of Mr. Bland. This Piece
was a Kind of Fournal of the Tranfattions of about
15 Minutes, and was introduced by way of a Letter
from Somebody recommending it to Any-body, tho’ it
was faid to contain the Sentiments of Every-dody*.
It was there faid that the Fowrnal was ¢ Nature’s
own Dictates, minuted down in a fhort concife
Manner from her own Mouth.” 1 fhall give you as
much as I can recollet of it.

On Monday Faly 11th, at 6 Minutes after g 0’

[0

#* This Sentence would make one believe that this Piece had
been wrote in the guaint Days of King Fame: 1.
Clock
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Clock in the Evening, Mr. Bateman tumbled over
Tuckey’s Bridge into the Canal.
7th and 8th Minutes Mrs. Bateman howl’d,—
Self, Flatty, Connor, and Bummer came in
the Crowd.
gth, 1oth and 11th Minutes—All four particu-
larly defired to afiift, procured a Rope,
———threw it in, pull’d it out, twice
more and pull’d it out.
12th and 13th Minutes Threw in aRope,
Comnor and Self, pull, pull, pull.
14th and 15th Minutes All four in Confulta-
tion, Flatty and Bummer run acrofs the
Bridge with the End of the Rope Bummer’s
Wig drop’d, held the Rope acrofs the
Canal touching Mr, Bateman’s Body.
16th Minute Pull’d backwards,
forwards, pul’d up, — pull’d down,
ten Pulls this Minute.
17th and 18th Minutes,——Corfultation,——
drop’d the Rope till that was over.
19th Minute, The Rope mifling, Mr.
Bateman found upon the Q_uay 1wn:h his Skull
bruifed, Marks of Violence about his Neck,
told a wile Vagabond one Bland had
thrown a monftrous Log of Wood at him,
and taken the Rope and ftrangled him——
indecent Language from Bland.
2oth and 21ft Minutes, By refuming our
Care, and renewing our falutary Methods,
Mr. Bateman is carried to his own Houfe, and
by the Blefling of God upon our Endeavours
he is happily recover’d. No Mr. Bland.
Then follows the Declaration, in which Mr. Bland
is charg’d with ftealing the Rope with an evil In-
tention, They aflert that Mr, Bateman's befl
Chance for Life, was to have continued fafe andhun-
urt

pull’d
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burt, in the Middle of the fofc Water, which, no
Doubt, was foon to leave him dry, by the going
out of the Tide 3 they withal affirm, that when he
was brought out upon the Quay, he was in a2 much
more dangerous gl’:ltﬁ than before, as appeared by
certain Pukings, Convulfions, &c. which, no Doubr,
came from the Mifchief he receiv’d by the faid Log
of Wood ; #bey procure Certificates to thow ¢ that
knocking a Man in the Head, whilit in the Water,
or tying a Rope hard about his Neck, were exe-
crable Praétices.”” - They further rake Nmace of a
Report fpread by Mr. B!rﬂd that he had never
touch’d the Rapc tll they threw it down, gave up
Thoughts of faving Mr. Bateman, and fent for the
Coroner; this they call a horrid, vile and fcandalous
Lye,

In Anfwer to this, appeared a Paper of My,
Blaxd’s, in which is produced Affidavits of differene
People, who had been prefent, fupporting the
Truth of the Fadls already mentioned 1p this Nar-
rative, proving with a particular Detail, that they
had all four given Mr. Bateman up for loft, and had
iﬁrmally fent for the Coroner with his Inqueft, and
thac Mr. Bland did not {tcal the Rope, but had
taken it up at the earneft Prayers of Mr:-‘.. Bateman,
after the other four Gentlemen had laid it down.
He over and above, procured 3 Certificate from a
Gentleman, the mo”c famous in thele Days for hav-
ing faved Multitudes of drowning Mu;n, and who
had likewife been appeai’d to by the other Party,
declaring ¢ that a Plank was very proper to enable
i hun to reach Mr. Bateman’s Body, as he had him-
“ felf ufed that Method with great Succefs for 50
“ Years, and withal adding that if Mr. Bateman’s
¢ [Head was the only Part above W ater, he was in
9 thf. Right to throw the Double of the Rope over
- beudﬁ. if he had been fufcred to fink once
' |31 , ¢ more
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¢ more, it is probable he never would have come
“ up alive.”

This was a fevere Stroke upon the unfortunate
Mr. Roxton, he fhew’d many Signs of a diforder’d
Mind. The Moment he enter’d his Houfe he chid
his Daughters bitterly, and the repeated Sound of
Blows was heard by fome of the Neighbours from
without, tho’ by the Hollownefs of the Report, it
was thought they were difcharg’d upon a large
‘Wainfcott Table that was known to be in his Houfe.
He continued in this odd Behaviour for the Space
of four Hours, in which he fat down and ftalk’d
about by Intervals, tumbled the Chairs about the
Room, often knitting his Brows and muttering
fhort and diflocated Sentences, to the Terror of his
whole Family, who during all that Time would not
venture to come near him. By the Fatigue of all
thefe Geftures, he at length threw himfelf into a
ereat Chair, where he foon fell afleep, and waked
in about an Hour and a half, greatly becalm’d and
refrefh’d, and now he call’d the Maid to bring him
fome Shibbeen *, finding his Mouth greatly parch’d
with the Agony he had been in ; he had {carcely
taken a Draught when a Rap came to the Door,
which prov’d to be Meflrs., Flatty, Connor and Bum-
mer, who were moft thankfully let in by the Family,
as they knew they were in the Secret of
his Diforder. There was not a Word fpoke by any
of them for fome Time. At length, Brother
Roxton, fays Mr. Flatty, it was indeed unlucky
that you fhould have mentioned the Coroner.
Zounds, {aysRoxton, did not you fay he was drown’d
as well as1 3 No, reply’d Flatty, 1 only faid, that
if Mr. Bateman was not almolt gone or nearly fpent

* A Kind of Malt Liquor very famous in Jreland in thofe
Days, tho’ at prefent, like other ancient Things, it has fallen
mto fome Difrepute,

he



[ 51 ]
he would have been able to take Hold of the Ropes
they began upon this, to difpute moft toughly about
the hearing the Words wearly and almoff, and were
likely to proceed to Extremities, when Mr. Bummer
interpos’d with a half Smile upon his Countenance,
faid, he hop’d they would behave together like
Chriftians, begg’d then not to blunt their Stings or
{pit their Venom againft one another, put them in
Mind that they had a Common Enemy for whom
it was proper they fhould referve their whole col-
lected Magazine of #rath. And now, Gentlemen,
fays he, give me Leave to make a Motion. Con-
fider we are already fo far embark’d, thar it would
be foolith and ridiculous to think of withdrawing,
and indeed 1t is with Grief I fayit, that we have
hitherto but faintly and with Diffidence back’d our
Aflertions, and fpoke to the World only as behind
a Curtain ; let us then come forth now in a Group,
look big, and ftare broad, and fpeak in a louder
Tone than we did in the Fournal, to wnich End, I
propofe it as an Effort ftill in our Power, that we
thould confound this Legion of Witnefles now
brought againft us, by denouncing deeper Curfes,
and heavier Judgments, than we have yet utter’d ;
and as I have been long deliberating on this Ex-
pedient, I am well affur’d and convinc’d, that it
muft inftantly ftagger the Sheriff, and knock down
our Adverfary. All the three were delighted with
the Motion of Mr. Bummer, who had {o happily
recruited their broken Strength, And now Mr.
Roxton was unanimoufly defired to draw up a Re-
prefentation to the above Purpole, as they toid him
by way of Encouragement, ¢ That Dominichino
“ himfelf, when he drew the furious Soldier, could
¢ not horrify his Countenance half fo much, by
“ way of putting himfelf in the proper Pﬂf,;w::
bE or
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" for Compofition,*? a5 indeed every Body al-
Jow’d that Mr, Roxton poffefs’d a happy Talent in
all the different Orders of Execration, from the
Gentle Rebuke up to the molt Defperate Excommuni-
cation by Bell, Book and Candle.

Mr. Roxto# upon this yielded to their Intreaties,
call’d immediately for Pen and Ink, and ftepping
into his Study, he brought from thence a Manu-
feript of his own, which he had been enlarging and
increafing for the Space of forty Yeats. In fhort it
contain’d Ext7aéis of all the Speeches of the Vices
and Diaboli that he could meet with in the theatrical
Pieces of the Monks of the dark Ages, there were
Tranflations of the different Incantations of the
Lapland Witches, and he bad collected from the
Spanifb Writers thofe oracular Sentences that were
faid to have been pronounced by the Black Pagod of
Peru 3 but what he had copied over in the faireft
Manner, was a compleat Set of the Bulls of the
Popes, from the earlieft Ages down to his own
Time ; his Favourites among which; were thofe
terrible ones emitted againft the German Emperors
in the 11th and 12th Centuries, one of which he
particularly valued as the Aple of his Eye, which
was that of Gregory Hildebrand againtt Henry1Vth,
which made that poor Emperor (firnamed the Uz-
fortunate) travel penitentially out of Germany and
come darefooted to his Holinefs at Canafio +. And
this indeed he frankly own’d was the Piece that
firft hinted to him what might be the Excellence of
fuch a Collection ; for he had indeavour’d to imi-
tate all his Life-time that fhining Example, and

* This aliudes to a famous Story of that great Painter, told by
Annibal Cararei, and to be found in Fe/ibien and all the other
Writers of the Lives of the Painters.

T See the Collettions of the German Hiftorrans by Freberus,
Reuverus and Urf:ifius.

4 had
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had even found it fucceed with him almoft without
an Exception, before this unhappy Rencounter.

The 1ngenious Fofeph then retired to a Corner of
the Room, while the other three withdrew to
the other End of it, where they kept a dead
Silence, as the Breafts of each of them were plenti-
fully 6lI'd with equal Portions of Anxiety and Ex-
pectation, which never fails to bring on a peculiar
Solemnity of Behaviour.

But before Mr. Roxton proceeded to put Pen to
Paper, he thought it proper firft to kindle his Ima-
gination and ripen his Faculties, by glancing over
the thining Paflages of his darling Mifcellany,
which appeared to him now asan Armory, contain-
ing the Implements of War of different Ages, fome
clufter’d in particular Figures upon the Walls, others
piled in Heaps, many rufting in Sheaths and Scab-
bards, all refting themfclves peaceably after the
Execution they had done in former Days. He was
foon loft in a Reverie, which fil’d him with
all the military Genius of the firft Crafades 5 he be-
gan to conceive his Adverfary as a barbarous Saracesn
from the Defarts of Arabia, and of Courfe the
Witnefles like the Swarms of Mamelukes that fought
under his Banner; it was but an eafy T'ran(ition to
conceive his own Caufe to be the Caufe of Gop and
Religion, where by a plenary Indulgence and Dif-
penfation he thought it allowable to artack the Foe,
by the Weapons of either Heaven, Earth, or Hell,
according as any of them was neareft at Hand to be
lanced againft him, He foon return’d to himfelf,
however, from this Epifode of Fancy, to fomething
more apropos to his Situation 3 but he ftill retained
from his laft Train of thinking, a Kind of Effer-
vefcence and Ebullition of Spirit towards the dif-
ferent Exertions both of Slander and Panegyrick,
which tho’ the very Autipodes of Compofition to

each
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each other, are yet by a wonderful Paradox gene=
rally found to be Brethren and Fellow-Citizens,
dwelling often in the fame Book, the fame Chapter,
the fame Page, and lometimes even in the fame in-
dividual Line.

He proceeded now (as being in a proper Trim)
to draw up the Defence and Reply they had jointly
agreed wpon, the Subftance of which was as fol-
lows.

We Fofeph Roxton, Francis Flatty, Feffry Connor,
and Peter Bummer, in regard to Truth, Honour,
Honefty and Confcience, are the four moft virtuous
Men this Day upon the Face of the Earth, nor do
we think ourfelves in the leaft inferior, ro any of the
ancient Patriarchs, Prophets or Apoftles. They
here declared they were rejoiced that they had it in
their Power, to dete¢t a deep and dangerous Con-
fpiracy of a numerous Knot of Villains, who had
treacheroufly impos’d upon the World, and threatned
to infect and debauch all the Innocent and Ignorant
of the Land. That it was not therefore in behalf
of themfelves they pretended to fay any Thing, as
being but little concern’d in the Affair, but that
they thought it incumbent upon them to divert
that Vengeance which was ready to burft, not only
upon the City of Cork, but over the large and ex-
tenfive Province of Munfler. ‘They went on, de-
claring, that asthey were not atham’d to appear in
the Caufe of Truth, fo they had alfo a particular
Feeling for their Friends, their Countrymen and their
Fellow-Citizens, and were therefore determin’d for
their joint Intereft to be the publick Guardians of
the Bodies and Lives of all within that {preading
Territory. They proceeded next to a particular At-
tack upen the Malignants of the oppofite Faction,
-by beftowing feveral Curfes upon poor Mrs. Bate-

man, whom they accus’d of Ingratitude, and being
ufed
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ufed by her like Scaffolding to a Building, They
difcharged at leaft thirty Oaths at proper Paufes
againft every Individual of the whole Corps of the
Witnefles, which went off like the dropping Cannon
at the Funeral of a Field-Marfhal, But the Im-
precations againft Bland were too thick and too
loud to be number’d, as they flath’d out and
thunder’d, fafter than the nightly Batterings at a
Beleaguer’d Town 3 and tho’ they feem’d to forget
him now and then in fome little Digreflions, yet
it was only collecting, combining, and pointing
their united Strength to bring himdown with the
Fury of a new Blaft. Upon all Occafions they took
Care to mention the Man that was knock’d on
the Head on Monday laft, and the infamous Vaga-
bond who did the Deed, as particularly as if they
had plainly prov’d the Facts to be true, or the Evi-
dence to the contrary good for nothing. In fhort,
it concluded with declaring that the Whole of the
Affidavits were horrid, {candalous, impious, and
deteftable Mifreprefentations, wickedly procured by
this Vagabond, whofe Behaviour we are extremely
forry, fay they, compells us to profecute him as
the Law direts,
Sic fubr, Fofeph Roxton,
Francis Flatty,

Feffry Connor.
Peter Bummer,

Upon Mr. Roxfon’s reading the above Piece to the
other three, they all broke out into the higheft Ex-
tafies of Tranfport, and declar’d Dy many curious
Figures of Rhetorick, their prodigiousAftonithment
how he could fo happily perfonate the Sentiments of
them all, and that too in fo loud an Accent, as if
they together in a Chorus had given their Breath to
every Note, He ftop’d them however {oon "ﬁﬂf_i[h a

reve
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Treve des Compliments, rung for the Maid to carry
off the Shibbeen, and order’d in a Bottle of goad
comfortable Port which was his favourite Liquor,
by way of rejoicing over their Enemies.

They repair’d early next Morning to the Sheriff
with their Reply, who on perufing it, difappointed
them not a little, by repeating his old Advice to
them with more Earneﬂnefs than before, and hint-
ing too by-the-by, that he thought it their Intereft
that the whole Affair thould be forgot, Roxton re-
ply’d in the Name of the Reft, ¢¢ That they could
“¢ pot in Confcience confent to allow a Man to live
¢ among them, who would no doubt propagate
‘¢ that damnable Doétrine of knocking People in
‘¢ the Head in the Water, which could f{o eafily be
¢¢ practifed in a Country where there were fo many
large, deep, and navigable Rivers, and People
*¢ tumbling into them from Time to Time,.”

Here the Manulfcript was moft unhappily tore at
this critical Place, fo that I am unable to acquaint
you with the final 1ffue of the Affair. I hope to
have the Pleafure of feeipg you foon, and thercfore
at prefent fhall conclude wich declaring mylelf, wich
great Sincerity,

L

™
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Yours, &c.

L2 E § S
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IDETT E R S reforr’d v,

Dr. Meap 2 Dr. RoGERS.

SR London, Sept. 17th, 1748.

I Receivep the Favour of your Letter yeiterday, and am
very glad that the fmall Service I did, in recommending you
to the Royal Society, was fo acceptable to you. I make no
Doubt but when Occafion offers, the Society will reap Benelit
from fo worthy a Member.

The Cafe you are pleafed to mention (of a young Gentle-
man) your Patient, together with three other Phyficians, who
had a nervous Fever, &Fe. to whom without your Knowledge,
a Phyfician was call’d in, who put him into a new Regimen,
wiz. Bleeding, Cooling, with coel diftill'd Waters, impegnated
with a Drachm of the Tinfura Antiphthyfica, isreally 1 think
fomewhat extraordinary., You delire my Opinion of fuch
Management ; more particularly as to the Bleeding, and (be-
caufe this Pratitioner juftify'd himf{elf by producing an original
Prefcription of mine, in which the Tinfura Antipthyfica is oz-
der’d for one Mr. Staavell} as to the Ufe of this Medicine.

You will eafily believe, Sir, that in my Maultiplicity of Cafes,
I cannot remember for what Difeale, 1 directed this Twéture :
Bug this I will venture to fay, I fhould not have given it in the
Cafe of your Patient, in which, fuch warm, diaphoretic Re-
medies, you mention, feem to have been neceffary ; with
Blifters, {Jc. As to the Bleeding in the frontal Veflels, 1 thould
think it too bold a Praclice in fo great Weaknefs, and fo late in
the Difeale ; unlefs the Pulfe awas uncommonly bard and fivong ;
and attended awith an Inflamation of the Brain, or fome Symptom
of that Kind.

As to the Tinflura Antiphthyfica 3 I have ever fince I began
to praftice, uied it with great Succels in many Cafes : Particu-
larly in Hectic Fevers, (bat never in the acute) Spittings of
Bload ; Heat of the Kidneys, fimple Gonorhaas, ¢&%c. It was,

ou know, firlt recommended by Etmallerus ; who from its
Effect gave it the Name : And is put into our new Pharmacepeia
(under the Title of Tinfura Saturnina) and in that of Edinburgh
and all the beft of the foreign ones,

Sacharum Saturni | have never ufed internally ; but externally
often. ‘Whether as Lancifi and Bagliwi told you, it works like
a flow Poifon I cannot judge. You know there is a great Dif-
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ference between a corrofive Salt given in Subftance, and a Tinc-
ture made of the fame in Spirit of Wine, and given in fmall
Dofes. With true Refpett

I am,
Sir,

Your moft Obedient, Humble Servant,

R. M E abD.

Dr. Frewin to Dr. RocErs.

§ IR, Oxfard, Fan. 16th, 1748-9.

O U R Letter dated Nov. 1. L received about the latter

End of that Month. You are pleafed to pay Compliments
to me, and Deference to my Judgment, much greater than I
have a Rightto: But at the fame Time have engaged me in an
Affair very difagreeable to my Inclinations, of being Arbitrator
in the Difputes of Phyficians. In my Opinion, the Gentlemen
do their Adverfary too much Honour in applying to a Phyfician
of another Nation.

However fince you fay four Phyficians of good Charafier, are
concerned in the Difpute, you fhall have my Thoughts.

I muft therefore declare, that I think it a Point agreed on
by the beft Practitioners and Writers, that at a2 Time when a
Crifis is at hand (which you fay the Gentlemen expeéted the four-
teenth Night) Nature fhould not be interrupted by Bleeding or
any other Evacuation : And particularly under fuch Circum-
ftances as they deferibe their Patient to have been, at that Junéure,
I think bleeding was improper. 742" when Fevers run to a great
Length, and there is no Sign of an approaching Crifis, it is pot
unufual with Phyficians in Ewn:lund, to dreit Bleeding at the
Temporal Artery or at the Saphzna Vein, later than the
fourteenth Day, when the Qﬂcknel‘a and Strength of the Pulfe
or other Symproms, require that Evacuation.

As for the Tin&ura Antiphthyfica, 1 never gave that Medi-
cine, nor ever fhall give it, inan acute continuvd Fever, When
I bave direéted it, 1 have never given more than 30 Drops at a
Time, and not more frequently than once in 6 Hours, generally
in Brifle/ Water, or in fome very temperate or cool Julap, as
moit agreecable to the Intention and Effet of that Tinttare,
which in my Opinion is of a eoagulating Nature, and given with
a View of infpijfating the Juices.

I
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I am atham’d to refle® that I have fo long deferred my
Anfwer to your Letter, but an Infirmity in my Eyes, and fome
melancholy Diftrefs in my Family, and daily Engagements in
Bufinefs, bave lprmrtnted my Wriing fooner, and will I hope
prove my Excufe,

{am,
Sir,
Your moft Obedicnt and moft Humble Servant,

EREWIH.

Dr. Meap to Dr. Brair.

e London, Now. 24th, 1748.

H A V E received your Letter of the 6¢5, and am forry to

[ee Contefts and warm Difputes among Phyficians, whole
Education and Knowledge of the World, ought to fet them
above Behaviour, umbecoming Gentlemen. But your Cafe is [
muft needs {ay very hard : To be reflefted upon for ill Succefs in
treating a Patient, is notunufual ; bat to be attack’d for caring
in a defperate Difeafe, is quite uncommon.

I have read the printed Relacion of Mr, Baker’s Cafe which
you have been pleafed to fend me, that which you mention as
publithed by Dr. Rogers, or his Friend, I have not yet feen.
But it is moft altonithinz, that your Enemies fhould give out,
that the Receipt which you have publifh’d as mine, fhould be
forged. Such Prattices muft, in the End, turn out to the
Shame and Confufion of thofe who ufe them.

When Dr. Rogers wrote to me, by way of Appeal to my
Judgment, I plainly told hinr, that altho’ I could not be a Judge
of all the Circomitances of Mr. Baker’s Cafe, yet as te the Tinétura
Antiphthylica, to avbich be made bismain Objedtion, as unfafe and
a Kind of Poifon, it was a Medicine which I had made Ufe of
with great Succefs, for thefe ffty Years: I wonder’d indeed
that be fhould be a Stramger toit, having been firlt invented by
Etmuller, and recommended by our great Mr, Boyle, and pub-
lithed in almcft all the foreign Pharmacopeias, as wellas in our
late London one. ‘The Cafes in which I chiefly ufeir, areilow
hettic Fevers, particulerly avken attended avith a Loofenefi, pro-
fufe Sweats and a Coliquation of the Humours 5 { reckon tavo or
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