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PREFACE

O charaers are more confpicuous in

Hiftory, or excite greater admiration

in the generality of redders, than
thofe of celebrated Warriours and Conquerors :
we fuppofe them to partake of a nature more
than human ; we deck their ftatues and pic-
tures with Laurel ; and we dignify them with
the name of Great; though, perhaps, if they
were {lripped of their bright arms, and de-
vefted of their pompous titles, we thould find
moit of them to be the meaneft and bafeft of
mankind. This infatuation arifes, partly from
the deplorable fervility of our minds, and our
eagernefs to kifs the foot which tramples on
us ; partly from our afcribing to the fuperiour
force and abilities of One Man that {uccefs,
in which chance or treachery have often a con-
fiderable thare, and which could never be cb-
tained without the united effort of 2 multitude ;
and partly from our miftaking the nature of
true Virtue, which confifts, not in deftroying
our fellow-creatures, but in protecting them,
not in feizing their property, but in defending
their rights and hiberties even at the hazard of

[a] our
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eur own fafety. Many Roman Generals,;who
had neither valour nor prudence to recommend
them, have procured the honour of a Triumph
for viCtories gained by their officers ; and Crcero,
in his fpeech for Mﬂrm’fm, u,ntulcd to depre-
ciate the glory of Cefar himiclf, by aflerting,
that a commander receives no jmm'i affiflance from
the courage of bis men, the advantage of bis
Situation, the firength of bis allies, and the plenty
of bis ;faufﬁwu but Fortune, he adds, claims
the greateft praife in cvery profperous achizve-
ment, as military aclions owe their chief _ﬁ.{f&ﬁ
0 bher Javour *.

Power is always odious, always to be fuf~
pected, when it refides in the hands of an
individual ; and a free people will never fuffer
any fingle man to be more powerful than the
Laws, which themfelves have ena&ed or con-
firmed : but no kind of power is more licen-
tioufly infolent than that, which is fupported
by force of arms. It was this, which enabled
Marius and Sylla to drench the ftreets of Rome
with the blood of her moft virtuous citizens;
2 confcioufnefs of f{uperiour force gave Cefar
fpirits to pafs the Rubicon, and opprefs the

* Bellicas laudes folent quidam exteaunare verbis, eafque
detrahere ducibus, communicare cum militibus, me propriz
fint imperatorum ; et certé in armis militum virtns, locorum
epportunitas, auxilia fociorum, claffes, commeatus, multum
juvant: maximam verd partem quaﬁ fuo jure Fortuna fibi
vindicat, et quidquid eft profperé geftum, id peene omne
ducit foum, Pro Marcil. z.

liberty
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liberty of his country, which the profligate
Tyrant Oéfavius finally extinguifhed with the
fame deteftable inftrument : and the infatiable
avarice of Princes, joined to the pride of con-
queft and the love of dominion, has filled the
world with terrour and mifery, from Sefoffris
who invaded Africk and Euarope, to the three
mighty potentates, who are ravaging Poland.
How much more fplendid would their glory
have been, if, inftead of raifing their fame on
the fubverfion of kingdoms, they had applied
their whole thoughts to the patronage of arts,
{cience, letters, agriculture, trade; bad made
their nations illuftrious in wifdom, extenfive in
commerce, eminent in riches, firm in virtue,
happy in freedom ; and had chofen rather to
be the Benefactors, than the Deftroyers, of the
human fpecies !

Thefe fentiments, which, as nothing caz
prevent my entertaining them, fo nothing Srall
prevent my exprefling as forcibly as 1 am able,
were fufficient to have deterred me from ever
attempting to write The Life of a Congueror ;
unlefs it had been for the fake of expofing a
chara@er of all others the moit infamoufly
wicked, and of difplaying the charms of liberty
by fhowing the cdioufnefs of tyranny and op-
preflion: buta circamftance, which it will be
proper to relate from the beginning, induced
me to depart from my refolution, and hurried
me from the contemplation of civil and pacifick

[a 2] virtues
¥



T P RE F.A.-CE,

virtues to the more dazzling,. ‘but lefs pleafing,
" {cenes of victories and triumphs.

A great northern monarch, who vifited this
country a few years ago, under the name of
the Prince of Travenaal, brought with him an
Eaflern manufcript, containing the life of NA-
DER SHAH, the late Sovereign of Perfia,
which He was defirous of having tranflated in
England. The Secretary of State, with whom
the Danifh Minifter had converfed upon the
fubject, fent the volume to me, requefting me
to give a literal tranflation of it in the French
language ; but I wholly declined the tafk,
alledging, for my excufe, the length of “the
book, the drynefs of the fubject, the difficulty” of
the flyle, ‘and, chiefly, my want both of letfure
and ability 19 enter upon an undertaking [o fruit-
lefs and [o laborious. 1 mentioned, however, a
gentieman, with whom 1 had not then the
pleafure of being acquainted, but who had
diftinguithed himfelf by his tranflation ‘of a
Perfan Hiftory, and was far abler than myfelf
to fatisfy the King of Denmark’s expetations.
The learned writer, who had other works
upon his hands, excufed himfelf on the ‘ac-
count of his many engagements; and the
application to me was renewed : it was hinted,
that my compliance would be of no fmall ad-
vantage to me at my entrance into life, that it
would procure me fome mark of diftinéion,
which might be pleafing to me, and, above
: all,
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all, that it would be a reflection upon this country,
tf the King flould be obiiged 1o carry the manu-
Jeript. anto France. Incited by thefe motives,
and principally by the laft of them, unwilling
to be ithought churlith or morofe, and eager
for the bubble Reputation, I undertook the .
work, and fent a fpecimen of it to his Danith
Majefty ; who returned his approbation of the
ftyle and method, but defired, that the whole
tranflation might be perfectly literal, and the
QOriental images accurately preferved.  The tafk
would have been far eafier to me, had I been
directed to finith it in Lasin; for the acqui-
fition of a French ftyle was infinitely more
tedious; and it was neceflary to have every
chapter correted by a native of France, before
it could be offered to the difcerning eye of the
publick ; fince in every language there are
certain peculiarities of idiom, and nice fhades
of meaning, which a foreigner can never learn
to perfection : but the work, how arduous and
unpleafing foever, was completed in a year ;
not without repeated hints from the Secretary’s
office, that it was expeiled with great impatience
by the Court of Denmark. The tranflation of
the Hiftory of NADER SHAH was pub-
lithed in the fummer of the year feventeen
hundred and feventy *, at the expenfe of the
tranflator; and forty copies upon large papei

* Under the title of Hifvire de Nader Shab, traduite du
Perfan par ordre de fa Majefté le Roi de Damnemark. ato. Chex
P. Elmfly dans le Strand,

[a 3] were
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were fent to Copenbagen, one of them, bound

with uncommon elegance, for the King himfelf,
and the others, as prefents to his Courtiers.

What marks of diftinéion I have fince re-
ceived, and what fruits I have reaped for 'my
Jabour, it'would ill become ime to, mention at
the head of a work, in which I profefs to be
the Hiftorian of others, and not of myfelf
but fince an advertifement has appeared on this
fubject in the publick papers, which is noto=-
rioufly falfe in every article, and cafts a moft
unjuft reflelticn upon an amiable monarch, ‘it
feems a duty impofed upon me by the laws of”
juftice and gratitude, to print at the end of
this Volume' the honourable teftimony of re-
gard, which his Majefty Chriffian VII. fent
publickly to Londen, a few months after He
had received my work, together with my letter
of thanks for fo fignal a token of His favour ;
and I cannot, certainly, be charged with want
of refpect to the great and illuftrious Perfonage,
to whom that royal Epiftle is addrefled, fince
1t was not fent in a private manner, but openly
and in the eyes of the world; and a copy of
1t was even delivered to me, after having paffed
through feveral hands. Nothing more femains
to be faid on this fubject, but that the worthy
and excellent man, who was my fole guide
and advifer in this affair, and to whom I opened
my thoughts in my familiar letters with the
utmoft franknefs, having reticed from the

' i office
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office which he then held, Iam left at perfect
liberty. to relate the whole tranfaction, without
a pofibility of giving offence to any one living ;
efpecially fince I have not fuffered A7s name to
be made cheap, by mentioning it in any part
of the narrative.

This was the circumftance, which induced
me; agamﬂ: my inclination, to defcribe zle
Life of a Congueror, and to appear in publick
as an Author, before a maturity of _]udgf:mf:ﬂt
had made me fee the dangers of the ftep,
which I was inconfiderately taking 5 for, I be-
lieve,. if I had reflected on the httle folid glmr}r |
whtch a man reaps from 1cqmrmg a name in
literature, on the jealouly and envy which
attend fuch an acquifition, on the diftant re-
ferve which a writer is fure to meet with from
the generality  of rr*an'l{md and on the ob-
ftrution ‘Wthﬂ a contemplative habit gives
to.our hopes of being. diftinguifhed in active
life ; if all, or any, Df thele refleGions had
occurred to me, I thould not have been tempted
by any confideration to enter upon fo invidious
and {o thanklefs a career: but, as Tully fays,
I fhould bave confidered, before I embarked, the
nature and. extent of my voyage ; now, [fince the
[ails are [pread, the veffel muft take its courfe *

* Sed 1ngred1&ntlbus confiderandum fuit, quid ageremus ;
nunc quidem jam, guocunque feremur, danda nimirum vela

funt, Cic. Qrater ad Brui.
[2 4] I
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It may perhaps be expeted, that fome
account fhould here be given of the Perfian
Hiftory, which I was thus appointed to fend
abroad 1n an Eurcpean drels, with fome re-
marks on the veracity and merit of its Eaftern
Author ; but, before we defcend to thefe mi-
nute particulars, it will not be foreign from
the {ubject of the prefent publication, to en-
quire into the general nature of Hiftorical
{:Dmpﬁﬁ[mn and to offer the idea, rather of
what is required from a perfeé? Hifforian, than,
of what hitherto feems to have been executed
in any age or nation.

CICE RO, who was meditating an Hiffory
of Rome, had eftablifhed a fet of rules for the
conduct of his work, which he puts into the
mouth of Antonius in his treatife on the accom-
pe’ﬁerﬂ Orator ; where he declares ¢ the bafis
¢ and ground-work of all Hiftory to depend
upon theﬂ: primary Laws, that the writer
¢ fhould notdare to fet down a Falthood, nor
be deterred by fear from divulging an in-
<« terefting Truth; and that he fhould avoid
“ any juft fu{plcmn of partiality or refent-
¢« ment : the ediiice, he adds, which muft be
¢« raifed on this faundatmn confifts of two
“ parts, the relation of fb:"ﬁg: and the words
¢« in which they are related ; in the firft, the
¢¢ Hiftorian fhould adhere to the order of time,
‘ and diverfity his narrative with the defcrip-
§¢ tion of countries 3 and fince, in all me-

“ morable

£c
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morable tranfaCtions, firft the counfels are
-explained, then the adts; and, laftly, the
events, he fhould pronounce his own judge-
ment on the merit of the counfels ; fthould
thow what aéfs enlued, and in what manner
they were perforined ; and unfold the caufes
of all great events, whether he imputes them
to chance, or wildom, or rathnefs : he fhould
alfo defcribe, not only the a&ions, but the
lives ‘and charaéters, of all the perfons, who
are eminently diftingeithed in his piece; and,
as to the words, thould be mafter of a co-
pious and expanded ftyle, flowing along
with eafe and delicacy, without the rough-
nefs of pleadings at the Bar, or the affeCta-
tation of pointed fentences *.”

3

*® Quis nefcit primam effe Hiftoriz legem, ne quid falf

dicere andeat ; deinde, ne quid veri non audeat ; ne qua ful-

u

]f:ic:in gratiz fit in {cribendo, ne qua fimultatis ¢ Hec feilicet
ndamenta nota funt omnibus : 1pfa autem exadificatio po-

fitaeft in rebus et werbis. Rermm ratio ordinem temporum de-
fiderat, regionum defcriptionem : vult etiam, quoniam in re-
bus magnis memoridque dignis confilia primiim, deinde a#a,
pofted ewentiis expeftantur ; et de confiliis fignificari quid
fcriptor probet, et in redus goffis declarari non folim guid
2€tum aut diftum fit, fed etiam guo modo; et, cim de cventu
dicatur, ut’cauflz explicentur omnes vel cafils, vel fapientiz,
vel‘temeritatis : hominumque ipforum nen foliim res gefte,
fed etiam, qui fami ac nomine excellant, de cujufque vitd
atque natord. Zerlorum autem ratio,. et genus orationis
fufum atque tratum, er cam lenitate quadam =quabili pro-
fluens, - fine hac judiciali afperitate, et fine fententiarum fo-
renfium aculeis, perfequendum eft, D¢ Orar. Lib, 11, 15.

f
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If we form our idea of a complete Hifforian
from thefe rules, we fhall prefently PErceivc
the reafon, why no writer, ancient or modern,
has been able to fuftain the weight of fo, im-
_portant a character ; which includes in it the
perfeGion of almoft every virtue and every
noble accomplihment, -an unbiafied integrity,
a comprehenfive view of nature, an exact
knowledge of men and manners, a mind {tored
with free and generous principles, a penetrating
{agacity, a fine tafte and copious eloquence:
a perfeét Hiftorian muft know many languages,
many arts, many fciences ; and, that he may
not be reduced to borrow his materials wholly
from other men, he muft have acquired the
height of political wifdom, by long experience
in the great affairs of his country, both. in
peace and war. There never was, perhaps,
any {uch charater ; and, perhaps, there never
will be : but in every art and fcience there are
certain 7deas of perfeCtion, to which the works of
human genius are continaally tending, though,
like the Logaritbmick Spiral, they will never meet
the point to which they are infinitely approach-
ing. Cicero himfelf, had he found leifure to
accomplith his defign, though he would have
an{wered his own idea in moft refpe&s, would
have been juftly liable to the {ufpicion of an
illiberal bias in relating the hiftory of his own
times, and drawing -the feveral characters of

his age,
The
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The very -foul and effence of Hiftory, is
Truth, without which it can preferve neither
its name nor its nature, and with which the
moft indifferent circumftances in a barren chro-
nicle are more interefting to a fenfible reader,
than the greatelt events, how copionfly
elegantly foever they may be defcribed, in a
romance or a legend : yet it is ﬂrange, that,
of {fo many Hiftories, ancient or modern, Euro-
pean or Afiatick, there fhould be fo few, which
we can read without afking in almoft every
page, Is this true?

Hiftory, in its original f{tate, was, proba-
bly nothing more than the bare relation of
publick events, which were digefted in the
form of Annals, like the life of Tully by Fa-
bricius : we are aflured that this was the cafe
in old Rome *; and it {feems, indeed, in all
ages, to be the wifeft, as well as the moit
ufeful, method of writing hiftory, unlels the
faéts were more diligently examined and more
fairly reprefented, than they appear to be in
moft prodo&ions of this nature. Among the
Grecks, Pherecydes, Hellanicus, Epunenides,
and among the Latins, Cato, Pictor, Pifo, are
faid to have written without affeCting any orna-
ment, or aiming at any other merit than that of
a nervous brevity, -HERODOTUS fent abroad

* Omnia ea ex cnrr-mentarus Regis pontificem maximum,
in album relata, proponere in publico jubet. Liw, I. 32,

his
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his nine books with the advantage of a more
polithed drefs : there is a noble fimplicity in
his diction, to which the open vowels of the
Ionick dialeCt greatly contribute, and many of
his narratives are extremely pleafing ; but his
accounts of the Perfien affairs are at leafl
doubtful, if not fabulous; and he followed
his.Egyptian guides with an implicit confi-
dence, not fcrupling to relate a number of
facts, which he could never have verified, if
he thought they would improve the manners,
or gratify the curiofity, of his own inquifitive
nation. THUCYDIDLES added {tronger nerves
to hiftorical compofition ; hisfa&s are in general
authentick, his obfervations deep and -faga-
cious ; but his language is abrupt, obfcure, and
iententious, particularly in the {peeches, which,
~though they abound with wife maxims and
~exalted fentiments, bear all the marks of la-
bour and fliffnefs, and have not even the air
of probability, fince it is impofiible, that many
of them could have been comprehended by a
popular audience. What Thucydides wanted,
namely, a fimple and graceful ftyle, XENO-
PHON pofiefied in an eminent degree: nothing
can equal the {weetnefs and delicacy of his lan-
guage ; but that {weetnefs itfelf is hardly con-
fiftent with the gravity of his fubje&, and all
his pieces, 1f we except that on zhe Expedition of
Gyrus, in which he was perfonally engaged, have
more livelinefs of imagination than depth of
judgement, and difplay more of the fchola‘;
an
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and moralift, than of the ftatefman and orator,
The fentiments of Thucydides, “exprefled in
the ftyle of Xenophon, would have approached
very nearly to that idea of perfe&t Hiftory,
which we have juft delineated ; but it feems
to be wifely ordained by nature, that no fingle
man fhall excel all others in every great ac-
complithment, left he fhould be tempted ‘to
fancy himfelf a being of a fuperiour order,
and fhould exert his talents to the ruin of his
- “fellow-creatures. Of all the Greek Hiftorians,
POLYBIUS was, perhaps, the graveft, the
wifeft, and the moft faithful ; but his language
is even harfher than that of Thucydides ; and,
in the few books which remain of his excel-
lent work, we are at a lofs to difcern the tafte
and elegance of Scipio and Lelius, by whom
he was affifted.

That forced and ftiff’ kind of writing, than
which nothing can be more odious in Hiftory,
was defignedly adopted by SALLUST, and
feems inexcufable in a man of his rank and
knowledge, who lived in the very age of
Cicero: the fame abraptnefs and obfcurity may
well be pardoned in T4CITUS, who flou-
rithed when the purity of the Roman language
had declined with the Roman liberty ; but the
defedt of his ftyle prevents us from confidering
him as a confummate Hiftorian, though his
wifdom and penetration would otherwife give
him a juft claim to that title. It is not eafy

to
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to conceive what the Ancients mean! by ithe
lactea ubertas of LIVY : in many parts.of his
work he fhows great candour and judgement ;
but his language is not remarkable for eafe or
* copioufnefs, and it was below a writer of *his
genius to relate all the fuperftitious and mncre-
dible fictions, which were invented only to
pleafe the people of Reme, by afcribing the
foundation and fupport of their City to the
interpofition of the Gods.

The writers of ILives, as Plutarch and
Nepos, belong to a different clafs : Dizodorus
the Sicilian, and Dionyfius of Hﬂfzmﬂmﬁgr
were rather fcholars and antiquaries, - than
mafters of political knowledge ; and the later
Greek Hiftorians, Appian, Dio, Herodian, and
the reft, can hardly be f{uppofed to ftand the
teft of Cicero’s rules, by which even Thucy-
dides and Polybius have been declared imper-
fect. It would far exceed the limits of a pre-
fatory difcourfe, if we attempted to examine
by thefe laws the many Hiftorians, who have
related the affairs of their refpective ftates, in
the various diale&ts of modern Europe, ltalian
or Spanifb, French or Englifb: fome of them
are grave and judicious, fome bold and im-
partial, others polithed and elegant ; but nene
of them {eem to have poflefled a// thefe qua-
lities, a perfect union of which is required in

the gharacter of a finithed Hiftorian.
| The
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The Hiftory of Florence by MACHIAVEL-

LI, how beautifuily foever it may be written,
muft neceflarily be liable to {ufpicion from the
known principles of its Author; and the work
of GUICCIARDINI, who bore an eminent
part in the ations which he relates, is not,
I believe, confidered by the Ifalians themfelves
as a model of fine writing.

M. DE VOLTAIRE feems to bear away the
palm of Hiftory among the French : his ftyle
18 lively and fpirited, his defcriptions, animated
and ftriking, his remarks, always ingenious,
often deep; and, if fome trifling errours are
difcovered in his writings, we are willing to’
excufe them, when we reflect, that he is not’
obly the beft Hiftorian, but the fineft Poet alfo,
and ' the greateft Wit, of his nation. He ap-"
pears to be unjuftly charged with embellithing
his pieces at the expenfe of Truth, and with
relating faéts which he had not examined :
this may, perhaps, be the cafe in one or two
inftances ; but his Life of Charles the Twelfth
gains frefh credit every day, and his account
of Peter the Great was extracted from the moft
authentick materials: it was, indced, the ne-
ceffary fate of any author, who fhould write
the lives and adventures of thofe two fingular
Princes, to pafs rather for the compiler of
fables, than for the relater of real events, till
time {hould confirm the truth of the actions
recorded by him. It may be thought arro-

gant
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gant in a foreigner, to criticife fo great a writer
in the article of ftyle and language; but it
feems to me, that his periods are not {uffici-
ently expanded : he defcribes a battle, and dif=
courfes on the fate of kingdoms, in the diction
of an Effay ; and frequently huddles the moft
important remarks into the compafs of a fhort
{fentence ; fo that the perpetual return of the
full paufe makes his language often dry, abrupt,
and diflicult to be read aloud without a fatiguing
monotony. There are as many different kinds
of ftyle, as there are different {ubjeés : that
of an eflay thould be light and elegant ; of a
letter, lively and familiar ; of an oration, co-
pious and elate; of a moral difcourfe, grave
and folemn ; but that of an hiftory aught to
be {fmooth, flowing, and natural, without any
graces but perfpicuity : yet moft authors form
a way of writing peculiar to their own tafte
and genius, which they ufe indifferently on all
occafions ; thus Folfaire is equally gay, equally
polithed, whether he writes upon Hiftory, Cri-
ticifm,. or Philofophy. His diftinguifhing ex-
cellence 1s Wit ; which, however, {fometimes
gets the better of his judgement. Wit is never
difplayed to advantage, but in its proper place
it has often a great effect in controverfy; it
may even be admitted into an eflay ; it is the
charm of converfation, when it rifes naturally
from the fubject, without feeming to be pre-
pared : but it {hould be wholly banifthed from
hiftorical compofition, and folemn {peeches ;

fince
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~fince nothing can be more abfurd, than to
difcufs the weighty points of legiflation and
politicks in a ftring of conceits and allufions, It
fuited the RomanOrator’s purpofe, in hisdefenfe
of Murena, to make the judges merry at the
“expenfe of the accufer, Cato; whofe Stoical
principles he rallies with infinite humour ; but
we meet with no examples of this kind in the
Catilinarian or Phifippick Oraticns, when no-
thing'lefs was concerned, than the deftinv
of the whole Empire : thue in the relation
tion of common occurrences, if they happen
to be of 'a ludicrous natire, there cannot be
too much brilliancy and livelinefs ; but humour
fhould no more find its way into an hiftorical
piece; than into an heroick poem ; and alt our
veneration for the genius of AMilton will not
make‘us ‘excufe the impertinente of his jokes
in’ his ‘battie of the angels. T dweli the longer
on the abfurdity of 7//-placed Wit, becaule all
the works of Voltaire are tin€tured with it *,
and ‘he cannot give an abfirac of ‘the New-
torzan philofophy, without interfperfing it with
“Atrokes of humour. On the whole, however,
Vholtaire is one of the moft agrecable wiiters in

* His Hiffories abound with fuch turns as thefe: randis
Gleides Mofcovites fo plaignaient & St. Nicolas de leur difaite,
Charles fuifait rendre graces a Dicn, et fe priporait & de nouvelles
widteires, His Elements of Philofophy are introduced with a
namber of humorous differtations, the fitlt of which begins
with this fentence, Plaren rfvait beaucoup, et on n’a pas moins
Févé depuis, &c. but Pleto did not write upon ldeas in a trip-
ping fiyle full of points and antitheles. .

[b] the
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the world, and has brought his native lan-
guage to the greateft elegance, which it {feems
capable of receiving.

The Englifs hiftorians are not to be read
without caution : CLARENDON himfelf is
often liable to exception both in fentiment and
ftyle ; and our language, indeed, was never
entirely polifhed till the prefent century. I
avoid touching upon the works of living au-
thors ; left, in my very preface, I fthould vio-
late a fundamental law of Hiftory, by incur-
ring the fufpicion of prejudice for a particular
nation, or affection for particular men ; but
another law obliges me to declare, that there
are hiftorians now in Britain, whofe Writings
have fufficiently proved, that if their fubjeéts
were equal to their talents, they would be able
to conteft the merit of veracity, judgement,
and elegance with the Ancients themfelves.
That perfect liberty, which forms the very
effence of our conftitution, makes it unnecef~
fary for an Engli/b hiftorian to flatter any po-
tentate or ftatelman upon earth ; and our lan-
guage, though inferiour to the Greek and Ro-
man, will not yield the prize of energy, variety,
and copioufnefs, to any modern idiom what-
ever.

If all the hiffories of Europe are deficient
in one or other of the articles, to which we
may reduce the rules of Cicero, we cannot

“hope
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hope to find this ideal perfeGion in the nu-
merous compilations, with which the world has
been peftered fince the revival of letters, and
for which we are chiefly indebted to our neigh=~
bours, the French. Thofe who judge the
moft favourably of thefe works, muﬂ: allow
them at leaft to be «/elefs ; for to what purpofe
are fo many of our years {fpent in ftudying the
languages of old Greece and Rosmze, unlefs it
be to read the ancient compofitions in their
original beauty, and to.draw our knowledge
from thofe fources, whence all modern learning
was derived ? It were happy, if nothing could
be objetted to thefe elaborate volumes, but
their zsm!zfz{; they deferve, I fear, an heavier
cenfure ; fince it is certain, that thr: help to
multiply errours, and abourid in fables, which
the wifeft of the Ancients would have exploded,
and many of which they really did explode,
when they were poured into Greece through
the ftrainers of the Egyptians. It is agreed by
all writers, that nothing can be fo raft, nothing
Jfo far removed from the dignity of a wife man,
as either to profefs what is falfe, or to affert wfm‘
bas not been [ufficiently examined by bim * : yet
one would think, that the very reverfe of this
was eftablilhed as a maxim by thofe, who fit

¥ Quid tam temerarium, tamgque indignum fapientis gra-
vitate atque conftantia, quam aut falfum fentire, aut quod
non fatis explorate perceptum fit et cognitum fine ulla du-
bitatione detendere ? Cic. de Nat. Deor.

[b 2] down
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down to compofe the hiftory of ancient Em-
pires, At firlt one is apt to {ufpect, that thefe
compilers are a fet of Wits, who agree among
them{eives to impofe upon the common fenie
of mankind : fome of them tell us, that the
- Arifiophili were a people of the higher Az ;
{fome place Laofthenes and Amyntas among the
Kings of Afyria; and others affure us, with
a provoking folemnity, that Cyrus, before a
certain battle, ordered his foldiers to fing an
Hymn to Caflor and Pollux ; as if the Affyrians
were acquainted with Greet names, or the
Perfians with Grecian deities ; a multitude of
thele ridiculous blunders occur in almoft every
page of our pretended ancient Hiffories ; but
on a more Intimate acquaintance with thefe
writers, we difcover them to be any thing
rather than Wits, and find that their ignorance
can-be {urpaffed only by their dullnefs, The
truth is, to write an hiftory, and to repeat
what others have written, are tafks of a very
different pature : we might find many Ro/lins
mn every hamlet ; but nature produces only a
fingle Tacttus in a courfe of ages. We have
already thown what a number of rare talents
are required in an hiftorian ; but a compiler
may fucceed to his beft withes, if he have but
tolerable eyes, and a great fhare of patience,
and, above all, if he be fortunate enough to
be endued with a total want of judgement and
fancy. v

Whatever
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Whatever errours may have been multiplied
in ancient hiftory by the folly or credulity of
fome authors ; it is certain, that the malice or
Hattery of others has introduced as many into
the mudern. A volume might be filled with
the contemptible miftakes or wilful mifre-
prefentations of faés, which abound in zhe
biffory of Eurepe for the two laft centuries.
Let us turn our eyes to Afz : what a multi-
tude of improbable ftories have been fpread
over our part of the world, concerning the
manners, the laws, the religion of the Mabo-
wedans ! Euthymius accufes them of adoring
the morming flar under the name of Cobar
which is a palpable lie, arifing from the igno-
rance of the writer, who heard the criers on
the molfques calling the people to morning
prayers by the words Allab Achar, or GO D
75 the moff High. Such a calumny may be
pardoned in fo obfcure an author, whofe credit
cannot miflead many readers ; but a fcholar,
and man of the world, like Grotius, ought to
have bluthed, when he talked of a fleel cofiin
at Medina, fufpended in the air between taco
loadflones of equal force.

An hiftorian, who is obliged to rely upon
the veracity of other men, and cannot fay with
Aineas, Que iple vidi et quorum pars magna
Jut, muft be very diligent and circumf{pett in
weighing and fifting his authorities, unlefs he
fave a mind to propagate errour, inftead of

(b 3] cftablith-



Tue PR EF A CE.

eftablithing truth, and to obtrude upon his
reader- a fet of fables, which the factious or
envious invent in all ages, and which the ig-
norant or malevolent are always ready to cir-
culate. His caution muft be ftill greater, when
he records the events of very diftant nations ;
fince we have no fmall difficulty to learn the
true ftate of thofe occurrences, which pafs
around us every day ; and it generally happens,
“that, the more intimately we are concerned in
any tranfaction, the more miftakes we find in
the publick accounts of it. Men are often at
a lofs to give a perfect relation of actions,
over which they prefided in perfon; as Pollig
detected feveral errours in a narrative, pub-
lithed by Cefar, of a battle, in which Cefar
bimfelf commanded ; or, to fpeak of our own
times, as Adlerfeld, in his defcription of Sehul-
lembourg’s paflage over the Oder, difagrees in
many points from the defcription given by the
General bimfelf.

The Hiftory, therefore, of thofe events,
which happen in remote countries, can hardly
fail of being erronecous; for, in general, we
are forced to depend upon reports of reports,
echoed from the ignorant natives to inquifitive
travellers, and brought by them to Europe
decorated with a thoufand ornaments : and
even if we ftudy the languages of thofe na-
tions, and read their own Hiftories, we are
cummmﬂy deceived, either by the zeal or

mahgmry
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malignity of the authors. The following ex-
ample will confirm and illuftrate this obfer-

vatien.

There are two celebrated hiftories of the
Life of Tamerlane, one in Perfian, the other
in Arabick, both of them written with all the
pomp and elegance of the Afatick tyle: in
the firft, the Tartarian Conqueror is repre-
fented as a liberal, benevolent, and illuftrious
prince ; in the fecond, as deformed and im-
pious, of a low birth and deteftable principles.
It feems difficult at firft to reconcile this con-
tradi¢tion ; but the difliculty vanithes, when
we learn, that great part of the Per/ian Hiftory
was compofed under the infpeGion of Tamer-
Jane himfelf, and received only the polifh of
language from the pen of Al Yezdi ; and that
the Arabian author bore the moft inveterate
hatred againft that monarch. The ftory of #be
iron cage, in which Tamerlane confined Baja-
zed, is generally treated as a fable upon the
authority of the very learned M. d'Herbelot ;
who aflerts, #hat it is not mentioned by the Ara-
bian Hiftorian, though be omits no opportunity of
debafing the moral charalier of bis Hero : this
argument would, perhaps, be decifive, if it
were founded upon true premifes; but unfor-
tunately, in the thirteenth line of the two
hundred-fixty-eighth page, the Arabian ex-
prefsly affirms, ¢ that Tamerlane d7d enclofe
“¢ his captive Ilderim Bajazed in a cageof iron,

[b 4] “ in
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“ in order to retaliate the infult- offered to the
“ Perfiens by a fovereign of the lower A4/a,
“ who had treated Shapor, King of Perfia, in
“ the fame manner; that he intended to carry
him in this confinement into Tartary, but
that the miferable prince died in Syr7a, at
““a place called Abfbebr,” 'This fact is not
the more true, for being afferted by Ebn Arab-
Jhab 5 but it feems ftrange, that the judicious
M. @ Herbelot fhould have overlooked this paf-
fage, and fhould fpeak fo pofitively of a book,
which he had read with (o little attention : nor
s the point itfelf of any great confequence ;
but it may fhow, how cautious we fhould be,

in relying upon the authority of -illuftrious
names.

€<

£t

In this obfcurity of human affairs, nothing
remains for a wife hiftorian, but to confine
himfelf to great and notorious events, in which
the true and inconteftable part,of  ail Hiftory
conflils ; for, whenever he defcends to parti-
cular charaéters, and minute defCriptions, or
attempts to relate the very words, and unfold
the fentiments, of princes, he will run into
wildnefs and uncertainty, and lead his readers
wito a kind of fairy land, while they expeét to.
. be conduted through the paths of real know-
ledge.  Since in Hiftory, as in Philofophy, we
<2n only catch the general and firiking features
of Truth, it isa folly to deck her picture with
our own mnperfe& colours, and to drefs up
| | a phan-
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a phantom of our imagination inftead of 2
reality. '

There are a multitade of hiftorical pieces in
the Perfian, Arabian, and Turkifh languages ;
fome of which are tolerably authentick, all
curious and entertaining, but very few written
with tafte or fimplicity, and none, which an-
{wer in any degree to the Ciceronian idea of
perfection : they contain, however, the beft
materials for an Hiftory of 4/iz from the age
of Mabomed to the prefent century, and the com-
pletion of {uch a work, if any man had leifure
or courage to undertake it, would greatly en-
rich our European literature,

We come now, after a long interval, to con-
fider the Perfian Hiftory of the Life of NA-
DER SHAH, which was tran{lated by the au-
thor of the following work. It muft be allow-
ed, that his teftimony is not wholly free from
fufpicion ; but his narrative muft neceffarily be
more authentick, than that of our travellers,
who could not poflibly be acquainted with the
facts, which they relate fo confidently. The
Perfian hiftorian attended his Hero in many of
his expeditions, and was an eye-witnefs of the
actions which he defcribes @ it is probable, in-
deed, that his attachment to the Deliverer of
his country might induce him to paint Nader
Shab in brighter and more pleafing colours
than he deferved ; to caft a veil over the de-

4 formities
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formities of his charaCter, and to prefent us
only with the beauties of it; bat, as the work
was finifhed after the death of the Monarch,
and as it pafles a very free cenfure upon the
latter part of his life, we may reafonably con-
clude, that the author delivers his real fenti-
ments, though his veneration for the memory
of fo extraordinary a man often betrays him
into expreflions, which border upon the mean-
eft flattery. The Perfian language has de-
clined fo much from its original purity, that
no great elegance could be expected from
Mirza Mabadi : the work is genuine, and may
be reconmended as a curiofity ; but I will
fairly confefs, that, had I been left to-my own
choice, it would have been the laft manufcript
m the world, which I thould have thought of
tranflating : out of fo many Perfian books of
poetry, ethicks, criticifm, {cience, hiftory, it
would have been eafy to have feleCted one
more worthy of the publick attention ; and
the works of Hafex or Sad: might have been
printed for half the expenfe, and in half the

time,

I was willing, however, to try, whether this
Afiatick hiftory might not appear to better
advantage without the ftiffnefs of a verbal
tranflation ; with which intent I drew up a
fhort abftract of it in my native language : I
ftripped the original of its affected flowers and
ornaments, and here prefent the Eng/ifh reader

with
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with all the interefting facts in a plain and
natural drefs ; but, in compliance with Tully’s
rules, I have in fome places ventured to inter-
pole my own judgement upon counfels, acls,
and events ; have preferved the order of time
without anticipation or confufion ; and have
occafionally interwoven the defcription of re-
markable places ; taking care to affert nothing
of any moment without the authority of the
Perfian to fupport it, and not to run after the
falfe gleam of conjectures and reports, by
which moft of the writers on the fame fubject
have been led. After all, I am far from ex-
pecting, that this little work will give me any
claim to the title of an Hiftorian : when I com-
pare my piece, not only with the zdea of Ci-
cero, but even with the produttions of others,
I am like the drop of water, in the fable of
Sadz, which fell from a cloud into the fea,
and was loft in the confcioufnefs of its own
infignificance. The chief merit of the book,
if it has any, confifts in exhibiting in one view
the tranfactions of fixty years in the fineft part
of Afia, and in comprifing in a few thort fec-
tions the fubftance of a large volume. Life is
fo thort, and time f{o valuable, that it were
happy for us, it all great works were reduced
to their quinteflence : a famous {cholar at Leip-
Jfick propofed to reprint the vaft compilation of
M. d’Herbelot cnlarged to the double of its
prefent fize ; but he would deferve better of
the learned world, if he would diminifh it to

a fourth
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a fourth part of its bulk, by rejeCting all its
repetitions and fuperfluities.

Before T conclude this preface, it feems ne.
cefiary to give fome account of the two fhort
tracts, which were defigned as preparatory te
the principal work.

It was thought ufeful to prefix to the Life
-of Nader Shah, @ fuccin?. defeription of Afia,
and particularly of the Perjfian Empire, that the
reader, upon opening the Hiftory, might not
find" himfelf in a country wholly unknown to
him ; and that he might be prepared for the
Oriental names, which in fuch a work could
not pofiibly be avoided, and are not ealily ac-
commodated to an Eurcpean ear. Many read-
ers are difgufted with the frequent return of
harth and unpleafing names of rivers, cities,
and provinces, the wery found of which, they
fay, conveys the idea of fomething favage ; but .
they would be at a lofs to aflign a reaton, why
the Aras and the Fordr are words lefs melo-
dious than the Dafeper and the Bogh ; why the
archbithop of Gnefue has a fofter title than the
Muila of Hpaban; or why the cities of Samar-
cand and Bokbara are lefs agreeable to the ear
than Warfaw and Cragow ; yet the accounts of
the northern kingdoms are read with ‘pleafure,
and are thought to abound with a variety of
nterefling events, while the hiftories of “the
Fafl are negle@ed, and the Afiatick languages

confidered
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confidered as inharmonious and inelegant, " Tt
mufl, ncverthelefs, be remembered, that a
great part of Perfia, and all Sogdiana, lie in
the fame climate with Izey and the South of
Frrance 5 and that the people of /iz had among
them a number of fine writers, fublime poets,
eminent artifts, at a time, when our part of
the world had neither learning, poetry, nor
arts ; when the ineftimable remains of Me-
nander, Alceus, Sappho, and the reft, were
publickly burned at Conflantinople by order of
a Greek Emperor ; and when the inhabitants of
all Eurgpe befides had never heard of Menander,
or Aleeus, or Sappho.

The diflertation on Afatick Geography mutt,
from its very nature, be ftiff and uniform.
Tully, whole noble ftyle might have given a
grace to any fubject whatever, had begun, at
the requeft of Atsjcus, to compofe a Geogra-
phical Treatife ; but he never finithed it, becaufe
be found it @ barren foil, that was not favour-
able to the flowers of bis language *.

I was very foon aware of this objeion ;
but, as fuch a work was neceffary to my plan,
it occurred to me, that the fubje& would ap-

i

* Etenim yeuyeadz, que conftitueram, magnuem opus
eft; et hercule funt res difficiles ad explicandum et jpos-
deiz 3 nec tam poflunt avfnpoypagsizdas, quim videbatur.
AU S, 3. .

pear
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pear lefs dry, if it were interfperfed with anec~
dotes of Eaftern literature, and with {ummary
accounts of the learned men, whom each city
of Afia has produced ; for a reiation of all their
fieges and revolutions would have been ftill
more unpleafant, and, in general, the cities of
Perfia have had the fame fortune with the
Empire itfelf. It will be fair to acknowledge,
that, in both parts of the Introduction, many
paffages are borrowed from the celebrated worlk
of M. d’Herbelot ; but nothing has been copied
from him, which has not alio been found in
feveral manufcripts : our materials were taken
from the fame originals ; and it is natural for
two perfons, who fearch the fame mine, to
meet with the fame kind of ore. The prin-
cipal Geographers, whom I confulted, were
Abulfeda, and Ulugbeg ; the firft, a King of
Hama in Syria, and the fecond, a grandfon of
Tamerlane, who was alfo an excellent Aftro-
nomer, and built a fine Ob{ervatory in his im-
perial city of Samarcand. It is much to be
withed, that a corre€t Map of Afiz were en-
graved, with all the names properly {pelled,
and the latitudes of the cities exactly marked,
upon the authority of thefe illuftrious writers ;
but fuch a work would require infinite labour,
fince a number of manufcripts muft be col-
lated, left the miftakes of ignorant tranfcribers
thould miflead the defigner of the Map, and
the fine art of engraving be applied to per=

petuate
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petuate their ridiculous errours ¥.  Until fome
Geographer, equally fkilled in the Eafern
languages, and in the {cience which he pro-
fefles, will fupply an able artift with materials
to accomplifh this ufeful defign, the reader of
Afiatick hiftory muft be fatishied with the Maps
of M. de la Croix, which are inferted in his
Life of Tamerlone, and are far the moft accu-
rate of any, that I have had occafion to confult;
efpecially in the defcription of Kherafan, where
notice is taken even of the caftle at Kelat, fo
frequently mentioned in the following Hiftory.
The reader wiil be candid enough to confider
this eflay on the Geography of 44 as the
fketch only of a larger tra®, which, from the
very nature of an introductory piece, muft
needs be fuperficial and imperfe&t; for it
would be abfurd to make any introduction fo
copious, as to divert the reader’s attention from
the work, which it was intended to illuftrate,

In the fbort Hiflory of Perfia, which follows
the chapters on Geography, I purfued, as clofely
as I was able, the plan of a book compited
by Atticus, which was greatly admired by the
Romans, but is now unfortunately loft : it con-
tained an abfiralt of general Hiflory, and exbi-

* A table of longitudes and latitudes is afready prepared
by me, with a view to the work here recommended : but I
defpair of ever finding leifure to execute a tafk, which re-
quires fuch attention and accuracy.

J’Jlf{”ii
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bited in one view a relation of the moff intere/fing
events, that happened in a period of feven hun-
dred years *. 'Thus the fecond part of my
Introduétion comprifes all the great and me-
morable occurrences in the Perfian Empire,
from the doubtful and fabulous ages to. the
decline of the Seff family in the prefent cen--
tury : it was extrated from feveral Afiatick
writers, Mirkbond, Kbandemir, Ferdufi, &c.
and might have been confiderably enlarged,
if all the fables and dull events, which are
found, it muft be confefled, in great abun-
dance in the originals, had been tranfcribed at
full length ; but it has long been a maxim
with me, that, as nothing fhould be admitted
into Hiftory, which is falle, how agrecable fo
ever it may be, fo nothing fhould be related,
merely becaufe it is true, if it be not either
inftructive or entertaining. The dulleft re-

* Cognofcat etiam rerum geftarum et memoriz veteris
ordinem, maximeé {cilicet noftra civitatis, fed et imperioforam
populorum et reguw illuflyinm : quem laborem nobis Amici
noftri levavit labor ; qui confervatis notatifque temperibus, nibil
cum luffre praviermitteret, annorum Jeplingentorum nemvriam uno
libro colligawvir,  Cic. Orat, ;

Nempe eum dicis, inquit, quo ifte smwem rooum memoriam
breviter, et, ut mihi quidem vifum eft, perdiligenter com-
plexus eft ? Iftum ipfum, inquam, Bruwte, dico librum miki
faluti fuiffe. Tum A#ticas: Optatiffimum mihi guidem eft
quod dicis; fed quid tandem habuit liber ifte, qued nibi aut
novum aut tanto ufui poflet effe ? Ille verd et nova, inguam,
mihi quidem multa, et eam utilitatem, quam requitebam,
ut, explicatis ordinibus temporam, uno in comfpectu omnia widevem,
&c. - -
Id. De Clar. Qrat.

cords
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cords of ancient times fhould be preferved,
that they may occafionally be confulted ; but
they fhould be repofited in cabinets and ar-
chives : as the old arms and utenfils of the
Romans are kept in mufeums for the infpection
of the curious, while modern pieces of elegant
or ufeful workmanfhip are the conftant fur- -
niture of our apartments, either for our plea-
fure, our convenience, or our defence. The
poctical fables of the old Perflans, however
curious or amufing, ought not to be mixed,
like glittering drofs, with the pure ore of true
Hiftory : but, if fome ftudent of Eaftern lite-
rature would amuie himfelf with colleting
thefe fables, and reducing them to @ Syffem of
Perfian Mytholsgy, he would greatly aflift every
learner of the Afiatick languages ; who, with-
out fuch help, muft be ftopped in every page
by allufions to adventures, of which he never
heard; fince a man, who is unacquainted with
the fairies, dragons, and enchanters, fo. fre-
quently introduced in the poems of Ferdufi;
who knows nothing of the griffon Simorg, the
ipeaking horfe of Roflam, the dark fea which
furrounds the world, the mountain of Kaf, or
the battle of the twelve Heroes, can no more
pretend to read the fineft writings of Perfa,
than he could underftand the Odes of Pindar,
if he never heard of the Trejan war, the groves
of Ehfium, the voyage of the Argonauts, or
the feveral attributes of the heathen Deities.

[e ] The
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The Perfians would not 1¢adily forgive my
prefumption, if they knew what a liberty I
have taken with their Chronology, and Aow ﬂ?ﬂﬁ}‘
thoufand years 1 have retrenched from the pre
tended Duraticm of their Empire. They rfck:jn
but elever Monarchs of the firft race, and nixe,
including Darius, of the fecond; yet they
aflign to the reigns of thefe zewenty princes a
period of above three thoujand years, or an
bundred and fifty to each prince one with an-
other ; but thefe are Pﬂﬁan tales : human
nature is nearly the fame in all ages ; and it
has been proved by the ftrongeft induction,
that Kings feldom reign, one with am::-ther
longer than eighteen or twenty years each * : fo
that we muft a{cribe thefe fictions of the Per-
fian Chronologers to the vain defire of aggran=

dizing their country, by raifing its Antiquity
{o far beyond the truth.

It is with the utmoft diffidence, that I'ven-
ture to add an obfervation of my own upon
any work of NEWTON ; whofe admirable
tracts on the abftract fciences, and on the ap-
plication of thofe fciences to na:ural Philofophy,
exhibit the nobleft fpecimen of perfeion, to
which the human intelle& can be exalted ; and
whofe treatifes on lighter fubjects, though in-

e

—

* See Newwton’s Chronology, p. 52.

capable,
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capable, from their very nature, of ftri&t de-
monftration, are not without many ftrokes of
that piercing genius, which raifed him above
all men who ever lived : but it appears to me,
that his medium of twenty years to-a reign is
too general, and that, in fome ages and nations,
it muft be confiderably lefs, in others, far
greater, according to the necﬂ'fdry difference
of government or manners; in the different
empires of the world. Thus, by comparing
the duration of the modern Afiatick dynafties,

{ince the decline of the Califate, with the
reigns of the feveral princes, I have obferved,
that thofe Monarchs have feldom fitten on the
throne longer than ten or twelve years each,
- at a medium ; for, if one or two. of then
have contrived to hold their feats forty years,
the greater part of them have reigned but fix
or feven, and many have -been dethroned in a
few months, fome, even in a few days, after
their accefiion. This can be owing to nothing,
but the imperfection of thofe unhappy govern-
ments, where a Sultan no {ooner has thE dia-

dem r:}n-'his head, than his minifters, fons, or
brothers, form a confederacy. againft him, fo
that he either perithes in the field, or clofes
his days in prifon, to make room for one of
his relations, who frequently meets with the
fame fate : this is apparent from almoft every
page in the Hiftories of modern Afia. The
cafe was very different in the infancy of the

[c 2] Perfian -
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Perfian Empire: the fovereigns were almoft
deified by the people, whom they had civi-
lized ; the temperance of thofe carly ages
might tend to lengthen their natural lives; and
few of them were difturbed by civil wars or
rebellions ; fo that we may fafely allow the
{pace of five hundred and fixty years to the two
firft families of Perfian Kings, or twenty-eight
to a reign; which computation, if we count
backwards, from the death of Darius, in the
three-bundred-thirtieth year before CHRIST,
will place the foundation of the Perfian Mo-
narchy in the eight-bundred-ninetierh year be-
fore the fame Epoch, about fourteen years,
according to Newton, after the burning of
Troy, and juft a century before fome General
or teudatory of Tabmuras founded the dynafty
of the Affyrians* : but here we muft obferve,
that it is not poflible for us, to fix the precife
years, In which each of thefe ancient Mo-
narchs began his reign, or how long each of
them really fat on his throne; fo that thefe
calculations, when we defcend to minute par-
ticulars, muft needs be very uncertain, and,

* If we retrench fo many centuries from the Antiquity
of the Perfian Empire, it is 1mmpoflible that Caiumaras fhould
be the King of Elam mentioned in Scripture, as fome writers
have conjeétured : and we have inadvertently cited this
conjefture without condemning it, in the thirly-ninth page
of the Introdu®ion ; where the candid reader will alter tﬁc
words, who feems to be the King of Elam, into thefe, awbom
Soing bave fuppofed to be, &c.

where
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- where we cannot hope to find the perfect
truth, "we muft, like the old Aczdemicks, be
content with a bare probability. To conclude;
if any effential miftakes be detected in this
whole' performance, the reader will excufe
themy when he refleéts upon the great variety
of dark and intricate points, which are dif»
cufled init; and if the obfcurity of the fubjet
be not a fufficient plea for the errours, which
may be difcovered in the work, /et it be con-
Jrdered, to ufe the words of Pope in the preface
to his juvenile Poems, that there are very few
things in this colleétion, wwhich were not written
under the age of five and twenty ; moft of them,
indeed, were compofed in the intervals of my
leifure in zbe South of France, before 1 had
applied my mind to a ftudy of a very different
nature, which it is now my refolution to make
the fole object of my life. Whatever then
be the fate of this produétion, I fhall never be
tempted to vindicate any part of it, which may
be thought exceptionable; but fhall gladly
refign my own opinions, for the fake of em-
bracing others, which may feem more pro-
bable ; being perfuaded, that nothing is more
laudable than the love of T'ruth, nothing more
odious than the obftinacy of perfifling in Er-
rour.  Nor fhail I eafily be induced, when I
have difburdened myfelf of two more pieces,
which are now in the prefs, to begin any
other work of ‘the literary kind; but fhall
confine
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confine myfelf wholly to that branch of know-
ledge, in which it is my chief ambition to
excel. It is a painful confideration, that the
profeflion of literature, by far the moft labo-
rious of any, leads to no real benefit or true
glory whatfoever. Poetry, Science, Letters,
when they are not made the fole bufinefs of life,
may become its ornaments in profperity, and
its moft pleafing confolation in a change of
fortune ; but, if 2 man addicts himfelf entirely
to learning, and hopes by zbat, cither to raife
a family, or to acquire, what fo many with
for, and fo few ever attain, an honourable re=
tirement in bis declining age, he will find,
when it is too late, that he has miftaken his
path ; that other labours, other fludies are
neceflary ; and that, unlefs he can affert his
own independence in ative life, it will avail
him little, to be favoured by the learned,
cfteemed by the eminent, or recommended
even by Kings. It is true, on the other hand,
that no external advantages can make any
amends for the lofs of virtue and integrity,
which alone give a perfet comfort to him
who poflefles them. Let a man, therefore,
who wifhes to enjoy, what no fortune or
honour can beftow, zbe blefing of felf-appro-
bation, afpire to the glory given to Pericles by
a celebrated Hiftorian, of being acquainted
with all ufeful knowledge, of expreffing what
be knows with copioufne(s and freedom, of loving

bis
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bis friends and country, and of difdaining the
mean putfuits of lucre and intereft ® : this is
the only career, on which an honeft man
ought to enter, or from which he can hope
to gain any {olid happinels, |
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THE PERSIAN EMPIRE.

R AN ¥, or the vaft Empire, which we
]commnnly calll PER S T4, is a country

bounded on all fides by feas or rivers. It
has the Indian {ea on the fouth, and the Cafpian
directly oppofite to it: the Perfian gulf, or, as
the Afiaticks call it, the Green Sea, the Tigris and
Fuphrates, the Cyrus and Araxes, the Oxus or
Bactrus, and the five branches of the Indus, di-
vide it on the other fides from Arabia, from
Syria, from Georgia, from Turkeffan, and from
India. As all the provinces in this Empire muft
have changed their boundaries in a courfe of
ages, it will not be eafy to reconcile exaétly the
accounts of ancient and modern Geographers ;
but we fhall attempt to make them agree as
nearly as poflible.

a

[A 2] PARS,
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A DESCRIPTION or ASIA,

PARS *, or Perfis, has on the fouth a gulf,
to which it gives its name, and along which it
extends near three hundred leagues: it has Kermin '
on the eaft ; Khuzifiga on the welt; and avyaft
defert, named Noubendigan, which embraces it
on the north, divides it from Khorafin, or, The
Province of the Sun. On the border of this de-
fert 1is the beautiful walley of Bawvin +, often al-
luded to by the Arabian poets, which 1s reckoned
one of the four Paradifes of Afia; the other three
ave the wale of Damafeus, the banks of the river
Qbolla, and \the plain of Sagcf_, in the midfit of

‘which ftands the flourithing city of Samarcand :

all thefe places are faid by travellers to be de-
lightfully pleafant; and the mildnefs of the air,
joined to the clearnefs of the rivulets, which
’L_eep a perpetual verdure on the plains, give us

the idea of the moft charming {cenes in nature. -

.. The fineft cities in Perfis are, 1. SHIRAZ,
furrounded with pleafant gardens, and famous
for having given birth ‘to the poets, Hafex and
S4d; : its inhabitants are fair and well made, and
are remarkable for the livelinefs of their wit.
2, TEZD, the birth-place of Sharfeddin Ali, an
elegant author, who wrote the life of Tameriane :
and, 3. FIRUZABAD, or, The Region of Hap-
pnefs, where a very able grammarian was born,
who compiled an admirable dictionary of the
Arabick language, which he juftly entitled 1 A4/
¢dmitsy ory The Qcean ; he Jived in the fourteenth

L at
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A DESCRIPTION of ASTA; . -
century, and Tamerlane is faid to have made him'

a prefent of five thoufarid ducats : he is ufually
called Firdizabddi. ' :

When you have pafled the defert of Nowbena
digin, you enter the provice of KHO R A-
SAN, the Bafrianz of the Ancients : it is the
moft eaftern kingdom of Iran, ind takes its
name from Khdr *, an old word for the Suz.
It is bounded on the north by the Owus,
on the weft by a defert, and on the eaft by
the mountainis of Cendahidr, which feparate it
from 7India. Its principal cities, all of which
have Been at different times the feats of Kings,
are, 1. BALKH, where Lohorafp, fucceflor to
Cyrus, retired, having placed his fon upon the
throne of Perfia; it wis the birth-place of Mirks
hond, the hiftorian, and of the fublime poet
Gelaleddin, ‘who wrote the Méfnavi, a moral
work, highly efteemed in the Eaft. 3. HERAT,
the Ara of the Greeks, whence the territory
depending on it was called Arigna; it was a
magnificent City, till it was ruined by the Tar-
tars : ‘the learned Khondemir, who was born in
it, gives us a full defcription of ‘its palaces,
thofques, and gardens, in the twelfth chapter of
his General Hiftory. 3. MERU SHAHFAN, or,
The Delight of Kings ; it was once a pleafant city,
but had the fame fate with Herat. 4. NISHA-
POR, which was built or repaired by Shapor,

e

* In Peryfan‘)—jg'_ This word is ufed by Ferdufi; but, in

the modern language of the poets, it is commenly joined
with QMK a word of the fame meaning,

A 3] fon
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fon. of Arde/hir. Several excellent men were
born in this City, the chief of whom were
Attér, who wrote a Pendndma, or book of. In-
Seruétions, and Catebi, who cc}mpnﬁed a poem on
the loves of Babaram, king of Perfia, and the
fair Gulenddm. The great {quare of this city was
called Meiduw, in which was born a learned gram-
marian, thence named Meidini, who pubhﬁu‘:d a
large collection of Arabian proverbs, with elabo-
rate notes. The other populous city of Khorafan
15, 4. TUS, now called MESHEHED, or, The
tomb of Martyrs 3 which was made in this century
¢he Capital of Ihorafan; it was the native city of
the aftronomer Nasireddin, and the poet Ferdifs,
who, after a number of adventures, ended his
-da.ys in it. The little town of 74 M or ZA'M
deferves to be mentioned among thefe cities,
becaufe it was the birth-place .of the illuitrious
FAMI, a moft animated and clegant poet, whofe
beautiful compolitions, on a great variety of
fubjelts, are preferved at Oxford in twenty-two
volumes. He flourifhed in the middle of the
fifteenth century, and dedicated one of his
poems to Mobhammed 1. The cities of Balkh,
Herat, and Meru, or at leaft the names of them,
are very ancient : they are faid 'to be men-
tioned by err.fz’sy?'if, in the firlt fection of his
Pazend, among the fixteen delightful places,
which Ormryfd raifed, and Aberman endeavoured

to defiroy.

SEGESTAN %, or SISTAN, the Drangiana
of the Grecks, has part of tle Defert, and Ker-

~plini

#'{.';Ji”
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man, on' the Weft, and on the Eaft the country
of Gour, famous for a rich mine of turkis-ftones,
between which and Indiz lies the territory of
Riwver ; it touches alfo, at its eaftern boundary,
the province of MULTAN, which makes a part of
Sind : it has another defert, and part of Hocran,
on the fouth, and joins on the north to Zableflin.
The country of Segeffan confilts chiefly of plains,
and is very fruitful in palm-trees; it is alfo rich
in mines of gold, the ore of which is uncom-
monly pure. Its chief cities are, 1. BOST,
whence a moral poet of great reputation in
Perfia was named BOST/; and, 2. ZERENGE,

which was a populous and commercial town -

during the reign of the Soffarian princes. This
province, and ZABLESTAN, the ancient Ara-
chofia, were confidered as one principality by the
old Perfians ; and Rgffam, the commander under
Cyrus, held it as a fief from the Kings of fran.
The cities of note in Zableftin are, 1. CABUL,
which, indeed, 15 generally reckoned the capitad
‘of another province, named CABULISTAN, and
no man, as the Indians fay, can be called the
ruler of Indz'.-z, who has not taken pofleflion of
Cabul. 2. MEIMEND, an agreeable town, fur-
rounded w1th meadows watered by frefh ﬁreams,
and with gardens, that produce excellent fruit.
. Ea GAZNA, or GAZNIN, from which the
wmily of Mahmid, who conquered thefe pro-
vinces in the tenth century, were called Gaz-
nevis 3 1t 1s an unpleafant city, and its inha-
bitants are forced to fend to Meimend for their
fruit and herbage : this city, as well as Cibul, was
under the dominion of the /ndian Emperor in the
prefent century, but they were an eajy conqueft
to the Perfians. 4. BAMIAN, which Genghix
took by ftorm in the year 1221, and almoft
[A 4] ruined,

Vil
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ﬁliincd',- in the violence of his grief for the lofs
of his grandfon, who was killed during' the
ﬁ{fgﬂi X

We may place the large provinee of SIND *
next to Sege/in, becaufe, though it is generally
reckoned a part of India, yet it comprehends
both MOCRAN, the ancient Gedrofiay and
MULTAN, which have been confidered ‘as pros
vinces of Perfiz ; and here we may  obferve,
that the Eaflerns divide the Indian Empire into
two parts, which they call HIND, and SIND:
by Hind, in its {irictelt fenfe, they mean 'the
diftricts on both fides of the Ganges, and by
Sind, the country that lies on cach fide of the
Sindib or Indus, efpecially where it difcharges
itfelf into the occan. Sind, therefore, including
Mocrdn and Multdn, is bounded on the fouth by
the ludian fea, which embraces it i the form
of 2 bow : it has Hind on the ecaft, and on the
weflt, Kermdn, with part of Segeftan, which alfo
bounds it on the north ; but if, with fome Geo=

graphers, we make it comprile even Zableflin

and Cabul, its northern hmits will extend as far
as CASHMIR 4, that delightful and extraor-
dinary valley, celebrated over all Afia for ‘the
fingular beauty of its inhabitants, the {erenity of
its air, and the abundance of its delicious fruits:
if, again, we include Ca/mir alfo in this divifion
of India, it will reach as far northward ' as
TIBIT or TOBAT, the country of the finefk
muik, which has China on the eaft, and Oriental

2 Ovow + In Perfian jn.,.md/
Tartary
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- ! g
Tartary on the weft and north ; but we are
wandering from our road : let us return to
fran. :

The principal cities of Sind are, 1. DAIRUL,
where the Portuguefe had a fettlement. 2. MAN-
SURAT, which we by contraction call Swrif,
fituated in the territory of KAMBAIA, a city

well known to our merchants and travellers @

and 3. BIRU N, famous for being the birth-«
{;la.ce of Abu Rihin an excellent Aftronomer and

hilofopher, who travelled forty years in India |

in fearch of knowledge ; though fome writers
fuppofe him to be a native of another Birin 1m

Kharézm.

Between Mocran, the mountains of whick
are wathed by a branch of the Jadus, and Perfis,
is the province of KERMAN %, or, as the Anci-
ents called it, Carmania; whichis bounded by
the defert on the north, and on the fouth by
the Perfian gulf : the foil of Kermdn is extremely
dry, as it s watered by no confiderable river.
The cities of this province are, 1. SIRFAN,
which the inhabitants have contrived to water

avith artifictal canals. 2. ZEREND, and 3«

HORMUZ, which was formerly on the con«
tinent, but was afterwards transferred to an
ifland of the fame name in the gulf of Perfa.
The commerce of this city was removed by the
Perfians to the port of dbbas, or Gemrén. Many
Jlearned men werc born in Kerman, the mott
celebrated of whom were the poets Khijah

a5l
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Rermint, and Omadeddin : the firft of them wis
remarkable for the richnefs and fplendour of
his ftyle, the fecond for the correétnefs. and
clegance of his verfes ; they both left colletions
of their Odes and Elegies. = °

To the weft of Pars is the province of KHU-
ZISTAN *, which the Greeks cailed Sufiana ; it
has no mountain in it, but confifts wholly of
large plains. It has part of Perfian Irdk on the
north, the Gulf to the fouth; and it extends
weftward as far as the plains of Wiffez, and the
port of Bafra, whence Milton fays

. The ﬁzar.ﬁ
Of Sufiana, to Balfira’s haven.

But he pronounces the word Bafra very im-
properly, and makes alfo a confiderable mif-
take, in putting into the mouth of the Tempter
the name of a city, which was nat built till fix
hundred years after the Temptation. The princi-
pal cities of Rhuziftin are, 1. TOSTAR or
SHUSTER, the ancient Sufaz, famous for a
manufactory of rich velvets, 2. AHIWAZ, which
has a large territory, or rather province around
it : the country of Abwaz contains the fmaller
cities of Corkdb, Dourdk, Rambormoz, and Afcar
Mocram.

ARARB [AN or Babylonian IRAK Y, the ancient
Babylonia or Chaldea, comprifes the diftricts,

-

- W
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. awhich lic on eachfide of the Tigris, and con-
fequently has Mefipotamia on the weft, and Cé-
hijdin or Parthia on the eaft. This was the {eat
of the Babylmian princes; and the ruins of
Babel or Babylor are fill fhown at fome diftance
from BAGDAD, the capital of the province;
which was built in the middle of the eighth
century by the Calif A/manfér. This city was
raifed on the {pot, where a Perfian princefs
had formerly built a palace, which fhe called
the gift of Bag, the name of her 1dol; but
Almanfor named it the Manfion of Peace, becaule
e had juft put an end to a fortunate war, when
the city was finithed. Bagdid was aHo called
ZAURA, by which name the illuftrious and
amiable Togrdi mentions it in his poem,
entitled Lamia. The Arabians, who inhabited
this City under the Califs, were remarkable for
the purity and elegance of their dialect ; whence
Sad: boafts, that he knew the art of love, 2as
well as a native of Bagdid {poke the language of
Arabia.  The Tartars, Perfrans, and Turks have .
been fuceeflively in pofleflion of this city : it was
taken in the year 1632 by the Suitan Marad 1.
and it has remained to this day in the handsof the
Turkifh princes, for Ahmed, who governed it in
the prefent century, had the addrefs to defend it
againdt the repeated aflaults of the Perfians. The
other confiderable cities of Irdk are; 2. CUFA4,
from which the ancient Arabick letters are called
Ciifick, for the modern characters were not in-
vented till the beginning of the tenth century.
The neighbourhood of Cufaz has been rendered
faered to the Perfians by the tombs of A7, and
his fon Huffein, who was killed on the plain of

' Feer=



i

A/DESCRIPTION 6r ASTA

Kerbeli *. g, HEIF, remariiable for a fountaifi
of  naphtha or bitumen, with ‘which;, according
to the Oriental tradition; the tower of Babel was
built on the plains of Senaar. 4. MADAIN, neat
‘which the ancient Ctefiphon probably ftood; it
was the metropolis of frak in the reign of Perviz,
whofe throne of malily gold, covered with j‘éttrel‘s,'
together with other ineftimable treafurés, was
found in it, after the battle of Gzds 12, and plun-
dered by the drabs. 5. HOLVAN, where the
Califs uled to refide in fummer for the frefhnefs
of its air; it ftands in the mountains between
the two Jraks: and, laftly, BASRA a com-
mercial City well known to our merchants ; it
is unpleafantly fituated, by reafon of the un-
common drynefs of the foil; but not far from
it the river Qbolls flows through a delightful
valley, and makes it one of the moft beautiful
fpots in Afia. In this city was born the cele-
brated Hariri, who compofed a moral work in
Sty differtations on the changes of fortune,
and the various conditions of human life, in-
terfperfed with a number of agreeable adven-
tures, and feveral fine pieces of poetry: the

e

* Mr. Hanway has metamorphofed this Balylonian plain
into a Perfian Prophet, whom he calls Gherdelln;, (Vol. iv.
page 74) Such a miftake is very excufable, as the name of
Kerbela rings, fays M &’ Herbelor, in all the elegies thavhave
been compofed on the death of Hyfféein 3 but the worthy.
writer had too great a confidence in his authorities, The
twelve prophets, or, more properly, high-priefts of the
Perfians, are Al, Haflan, Huffiin, Ali II. Mobammed, Fafar,
Mufa, Riza, Abu Fafar, Al 111, Haflan 1I. and Mabhad;,
who is fuppofed by the zealots of the fect to be fill living,
and doomed to appear on the laft day with the Meffab.

“ftyle
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ftyle of thefe difcourfes * is fo' rich, elegant,
and flowery, that a man, who underftands them
accurately, mai' juitly be called a perfeft mafter:

of the drabick language. ,.

PERSIAN IRAK, named alfo CUHIST AN or

the mountainous country, and GEBAL, which has

the fame fenfe in Arabick, feems to be the Parthia
of the Ancients : it is remarkable, that the words
Pgrihia and Perfia were both taken from one
word, that is, Pars, or Parth, for the Afaticks
had a letter, which they fometimes pronounced
th, and fometimes 5 ; Pars 4 fignifies a Leopard,
and the country might, perhaps, have taken its
name from its being infefted with beafts of that
fpecies : but this is only offered as a conjeéture,
and the fact, on which 1t is grounded, may hap-
pen mot to be true; it adds, however, fome
weight to this opinion, that the people of .4z
frequently gave names to countries from the
animals which were found in them, or the plants
which they produced : thus part of Africa was,
very hprﬂbably, named Libya from Lebia t, which
fignifies a Lione/s in the caftern dialects. It may
be worth while to remark in this place, that the
Old -man of the mountain, who is mentioned in
our accounts of the Crufades, was no other
than a Prince of the Imaclian family, who
reigned in Gebal, or the mountainous province,
with the title of Sheith, an Arabick word, figni-
fying an Old man as well as a Prince. ke

* In Arabick t___iLoLg o Mecamat or Sittings,

1+ In Perfian L‘I:ttf;'; (.f'JL.,
3 In Arabic :!k..n:.,d

The
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The two Jraks are faid to be fine pmwm}es*]
and their beauties are part:cularly defcribed by
the Perfian poet Khacidn: in his poem El}t],ﬂﬁd Im-
kein, the dual number of Irak. ?

The principal cities of Cubiftén are, 1. IS-
PAHAN, which the Sgf family made the Me-
tropolis of their kingdom. The {plendour and
riches of “this city under 4bbas, and his imme-
diate {ucceflors, are well known in Europe by the
relations of Chardin, who has deferibed them with
a minute exactnefs ; but for us, who prefer the
genius of its inhabitants to the luxury of its
Kings, it will be fufficient to mention the learned
men, who were born in it: the chief of them
were Oméd Elciteb, who publifhed the life of
Seldbeddin, whom we call Seladin, in feven
volumes, and ax account of the Siege o ﬂf Jerufalem.
In a feparate work, both written in a flowery and
clevated ftyle; and the poct Kemaleddin, whr:.n’
lLft a D:wdn, or collection of his elegant vei fes.

2. HAMADAN, an agreeable city, fituated near
thﬂ' mountain Alvénd, “and remarkable for a fr efh
and temperate air ; it was the birth-place of an
eloquent. writer, who produced fome rhetorical
difcourfes, 1n imitation of which, Heriri coms-
poled his admirable differtations. 3. KOM, where
rhr: richeft Perfian filks were wover. 4. CJSHEN 1
famous likewife tor its manufaétory of fiik, and
for the dangerous venom of its fcorpions, which
has even pafled into a proverb. 5. CAZVIN,
called. alfo Gamaf.:rhsd or the Region. of Bmm}r,
where many able fcholars, and learned hiftorians
were born. 6. REI, the moft northern city of
Perthia, in which were born the fublime philofo-
pher Fakbreddin, and the phyfician, commonly

2 called
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galled Rdzi, whofe works begin to be known
in Europe, as thofe of Boerbave begin to be
ftudied in Afia : and 7. NOHAVEND, celebrated
for being the {cene of the laft battle, which the
Perfrans were able to give to the A4rabs, who
gained a complete victory under the command of
Ebn Yemen in the year of Chrift 641, on a day
which the Arabians call * The victory of wictories,
Thefe cities, together with Abber, Sava, and
others, have been exaltly defcribed by the
traveller Chardin. i

. The province of Cubiftin has on the Eaft the
vait defert of Noubendigin, and, on the Welt,
Azarbigian, the ancient Media ; its {outhern limits
are the borders of Swfiana ; its northern, part of
Dilem and Mazenderin.

AZARBIGIANY, or Media, ARRAN or Atro~
patia, and ARMENA, or Armenia, are confidered
by fome Eaftern Geographers as One Province
or Kingdom, and we may, therefore, defcribe
them together. They are bounded on the eaft
by part of Cubyfin, and the Cafpian provinces,
on the weft, by Rém, or the lower Afia; on the
north they have Georgie and Circaffia, on the
fouth, a canton of Mefopotamia, and Curdifiin,
part of the ancient 4ffyria. The moft remark-
able cities of Azarbigiin are; 1. ARDEBIL,
confidered as facred by the Perfians, for contain-
ing the tombs of Sefiaddin and Heider, the vene-
rable anceftors of the Seff family. 2, T4BRIZ,

L C -.|
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commonly called Tauris, which, in the laft cen=
tury, was a large and beautiful city, but has
been much impaired during the late diforders
in Perfia - it ftands at the foot of a mountain,
which the Greeks called Orontes, a word cor-
rupted, perhaps, from Orond ; and a {mall river
winds through its ftreets. The air of Tawris is
cool, dry, and fo healthy, that it is faid to have
taken its name from its quality of refifting any
noxiqus infection ; for 7ab fignifies ¢ fever, and
Riz is the participle of Rikhten, to difperfe*.

~ "There was an ancient city, which ftood nearly

in the fame place, and is called T«€pis by Ptolemy.
The moft illuftrious perfon born at Tabriz, was
the poet Hemim, who flourithed in the thirteenth
century, and was contemporary with 8adi. There
is a ve-y agreeable ftory told by M. &’ Herbelot
of thefe two pocts, which, though foreign from
the fubject of geography, deferves to be inferted.
8idi, who fpent his youth in travelling, hap-
pened to meet Hemdm 1n a certain city, either in
a bath or at a banquet: they converfed for a
long time without knowing one another, and
difcovered the places of their birth ; fome time
after, Hemdim, obferving that Sadi was almoft
bald, a defeét imputed to the air of Shiraz,
thowed him the bottom of a cup, which he held
in his hand, and afked him Josw it bappencd, that
the beads of the Shirazians were like that cup : Sadi,
without hefitating, took the cup, and, prefenting
the hollow part of it to his companion, te// me
firft, faid he, bow it happens that the heads of the
Tabrizians are like this. Hemdm, who was very
rich and well born, was furprifed at {o fmart a

-
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that drefs, and Ef)egé,u_ to treat him with more

ect: < Tou come, {aid he, from Shiraz; da you
¢ know Sadi? bas be compofed any new piece of
$$ paetry s Sadi replied, that he knew him, and
repeated fome of his fineft verfes. The other
was, highly pleafed with them, and afked him
if the f;{l?fﬁ of Shiraz fet any value on the poems of
Hemdm ;, he anfwered, that they were fgreatly,ac_]__-
mired, and repeated a couplet taken from them,
which intimated, ¢ that there was a veil between
¢ his. beloved and bim, but that it was time fo
55 renmove ity and have a full view of her perfec-
“, tions.”’ Upon this they made them{elves known
to cach other, and cultivated the {inicteft friend-
- {hip till their death. '

, Lhe great cities of Arran and Armenia arve,
GANGIA, and ERIVAN, its Capital, a large but
unpleafant town, without any fine edifice in i,
or any other ornament than a number of gardens,

_ and vineyards. Some Geographers, and among
them the prince of Hamab, place in Armenia
the cities which we confider as belonging to
fo_:'rgf'ﬁ or Gurgiftin ; thefe are SHAMCU R, and
TEFLIS, a city not large but ‘tolerably elegant :
it is wathed on the eaftern fide by the river

“Fer or Cyrus, and defended on'the other fides
by ftrong and beautiful walls.

SHIRVAN* and DAGHESTAN+ ot The coun-
 try of rocks, are thofe provinces which Milton calls

pron
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——The Hyrcanian clifls
Of Caucafus, and dark Iberian dales.

The firft of them feems to be derived from
Shir, a lion, and the fecond from Digh, a clif.
Dagheflan, the ancient Albania, which is inha-
bited by a bold and warlike race of banditti,
called Lekzies, reaches along the Cafpian to the
borders of the Rufian Empire: it has on the
north the vaft defert of Capebdc, which has ever
been the nurfery of hardy and untamed war-
riours; and extends from the Wolga to the im-
menfe regions of north-eaftern Tartary or Stberia.

The cities of Shirvdn are, 1. BACU, a port on |
- the Cafpian lake, whence. it is called the Sea of
Bicu: 2. SHAMARHI, a city well known to - |

the Ruffians : and 3. DERBEND or the barrier,
which ftands at the foot of Mount Caucafus or
Keitif, and commands the Cafpian : this place
was called by the ancients Cgfpie poriz, by the
Turks, Demir Capi, or, the gate of iron, and by
the Arabs, Babelabwib* or the important paf-
Jfage. It was anciently confidered as the boun-

dary of the Perfian Empire, and an old king

of Perfia built to the north of it a vaft wall, like

that of China, which has been repaired at differ-.
ent times, in order to prevent the incurfions of

the Khozdrs, and other favage nations, who in-

fefted the rocks between the Cafpian and

Luxine feas. Some ruins of this mound are {till
to be feen, and the cement of it is as hard as
marble. This city was once thought fo con-

fiderable, that the governor of it had the privi-

lege of giving audience in ¢ golden chair, whence

* Literally The gate of gates.
AT the
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the territory around it was called Serfreddbehab,
or, the throne of gold *.

DILEM and GHILAN, the country, perhaps,
of the ancient C:;dalg/’zk' and Gele, are defcribed
together by the illufirious Geographer Abu’/
Fedi, prince of Himah, who reckons but feven
towns in them, ncither of which are at all re-
markable: thefe provinces, according to him,
contain two degrees from fouth to north, and
about three from weft to eaft. Thefe two coun-
tries, joined to TABERESTAN, and MAZEN-
DERAN t, feem to form the great kingdom,
called by the Ancients Hyrcania and Margiana.
The capital of Mazenderin is, ASTERABAD,
which ftands in the territory of Jorjin ; and the
chief city of Tabereftan is, AMOL, the birth-
place of Ibn Joreir or Taberi, an exadt and
agreeable Hiftorian, whofe work was pub-
lithed in Arabick at the beginning of the tenth
cenfury, and has fince been tranflated by eminent
writers into Perfian and Turkifb,

Khuarezm, or KHAREZMY, the country of
the ancient Chorafmii, lics on each fide of the
Oxus, as far as the place where it formeil

difcharged itfelf into the Cafpian; fo that it be-

longs partly to Irdn, partly to Turdn: it has
great Tartary on the north and north-eaft,
Khorafan on the fouth, and is bounded on the

* In drabick DA P
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eaft by the Tranfoxan provinces. The word
Kbarezm fignifies in old Perfian an eafy conqueft,
and took its name, we are told, from an ex-
preflion of Cyrus, who, having in this country,
defeated a numerous army of Turanians, with
little lofs on his "fide, was heard to fay
Kharezmi bid, or, it was an eafy viclory ; a tradi-
tion, which feems to prove the antiquity of the
Perfian language, for Rezm, in the ‘modern
dialect, fignifies @ battle, and Bid, it was.
The Kharezmians have always been eftecemed
lovers of mufick and poetry; fome of their
verfes are preferved in drabick, which were very
{prightly and eclegant. . They have not a very
warm climate, for their rivers are generally
frozen in winter. The principal cities of Kbarezm
are, 1. CORCANGE, whofe' inhabitants ufed to
traflick in raw filk and faffron ; it {ftands on the
weft of the Oxus, which in this place bends its
courfe to the north. 2. CATH, once the capital
of the province. 3. HEZARESB, famous for a
caftle almoft impregnable. 4. DARGAN, the
firft city whichyou enter, if you come from Mer#
in Khorafin. 5. ZAMAKHSHAR, renowned only
for being the birth-place of a great {cholar and
able grammarian, commonly called Zamakh/kari *,
author of a moft learned and entertaining work
in ninety-nine chapters, which he chofe to en-
title 4/ Rabi, or The Vernal Recreation 1 : to thefe
cities xﬁ’&u{feda adds FAR4BR a {imall town clofe
to the Oxus, near which the river is fordable,

* In Arabick (§ ):.\x* )fll
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A DESCRIPTION or ASIA.
BADAKHS HAN and TORHARESTAN *,

the countries of the ancient Maflagete, lic to-

-~ wards the fource of the Gibin or Oxus, and are
feparated from Turén by the diftrict of Khotlin,
and the town of Vekh/h, which ftands in a plea-
* fant and fruitful territory. There s a city alfo
named Badakh/hin, near which are fome mines,
where the dalafs rubies are commonly found.
We have a collettion of poems by a native of
this country, who is commonly called Badak/ii ;
one of his couplets is quoted by M. &’Herbelot,
in which he compares the life of man to an hbour-
glafs, that is always alternately bigh and low +.
On the fouth of Badakflin is the province and
aty of CANDAHAR §, fituated in the moun-
tains, which the Greeks called Paropamifus.

ALGEZIRAH, or the Peninfula, for {fo the
Arabians call the province of Mefopotamia, lies,
as its Greck name imports, between the two
rivers Tigris and Eupbrates, or, as the Eafterns

call them, Degelab, and Forit. This extenfive -

country is divided into four Didr, or cantons,
which took their names from as many Arabian
tribes, who formerly fettled in them; that of
Becr is beft known to our Geographers. The
principal cities of Mefipstamia are, 1. ROHA,
called by our writers Edeffa, which was taken

ol e ity

+ The Perfian couplet is,
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by the Crufaders, and afterwards recovered by
the Perfrans from Baldwin, King of Jerufalem.
2. HAR RAN, which the Romans called Carrbe,
where Craffus and his army were defeated. 3.
RACCA, not Aracla, as it is written in the maps,
the birth-place of the aftronomer Batini, a
very accurate obferver of the heavens. 4. NAS-
SIBIN, the Nifibe of the Ancients, which has
been a fubject of perpetual contention between
the Perfian and Roman Emperors: and, 5. MU-
SEL, near which it is fuppofed, that Niniveh
was anciently built; it was the native city of
an excellent mufician, thence named Mi/z/i, who,
by the power of his melody, is faid to have
reconciled the Calif ' 4/ Rafbid to the fair Ma-
ridab, his miftrefs, at whofe behaviour he had
taken fome offence.

CHAP,
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B - ol e S |
THE TARTARIAN KINGDOMS.

HE large and beautiful kingdom, which
T lies between the Gibin and Sibin, or the
ancient Oxus and laxartes, is called by the Per-
fians TURAN *, by the Arabians, Mawaran-
nabar +, ory, The province beyond the river, and by
the Greeks Sogdiana, from the pleafant valley of
Sogd, which fhall prefently be defcribed : they
might have called it Mefopotamia, if that name
had not been before applied to another country.
It has Tibet on the eaft, and on the north, the
vait regions of Turkeftan or Scythia, which reach
to the confines of the Rufian and Chinefe Em-
pires. The valley or plain of SOGD } pafles

among the Afiaticks for one of the moft delight- -

ful fpots in the world; it is an hundred and
twenty miles in length, and fixty in breadth,
and a large river, named Cai, rolls through it,
which branches into a thoufand clear ftreams,
that water the gardens and cultivated lands,
with which the whole plain is covered. In the
midft of this vale ftands the city.of §4MAR-
CAND, which was very rich and flourifhing in
the fourteenth century : the territory is now
poflefled by the Uzbeks, a warlike nation, who

* ol
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took it from the defcendants of Tamerlone. That
Conqueror was born at €4S H, a pleafant city,
about a day’s journey from Samarcand. In fhort,
Sugdiena Ties in the fame climate with ffaly and
Provence, and has the advantage of a {ky per-
petually clear, the cooleft rivers, and the moft
excellent fruits. The other famous cities of
Tranfoxicna are, 1. BOKHARA, through which
the Ruflian merchants ufed to pafs in their jour-
neys to Ghzna ; it was in this century the feat of
a fovereign prince, whom Mirza Mahadi calls
King of Bokbdira, by which he means the whole
territqry of Segdiania. 2. NAKHS HEB, where
a celebrated author was born, who wrote in
Perfian a book called The Tales of a Parrot; not
unlike the Decamerone of Boccace. 2. ZAMIN,
where the fineft manna of all 4fiz is gathered.
4. OS RUSNAH, furrounded by a diftrict, that
has four hundred ftrong caftles in it. 5. F.4R-
GANA, the birth-place of a great aftronomer,
ufually called Alfergini, who flourithed in the
ninth- century. ~The mountains near Fargina
abound in turkis-ftones, ds well as in rich mines
of gold and filver.

The vaft Empire, which lies beyond the i x-
artes, between the dominions of the Czar and
the Emperor of China, is called by the Afiaticks,
who {peak correctly, TURKESTAN *, or,
The country of the Oriental Turks, an ancient
and martial people, who, under the names of

- Getes, Moguls, and Tartars, have, at different

times, poured in great numbers into the more

R e
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weftern and fouthern kingdoms. The principal
cities of Turkeftinave, 1. BALASAGUN, which
was once its Capital. 2. SHASH, which gives
its pame to a river that flows from the Sibin,
and joins another called Fardd. 3. SHAHRO-
K HIA, built by Tamerlane upon the birth of his
fon, whom he called Sktabrokb, or, Check with
the rook, becanfe he was playing at chefs, and
had juft beaten his adverfary by that ftroke,
when he received mews of the prince’s birth.
This city ftands on the banks of the lexartes,
over which there is a large and elegant bridge
in this part. 4. FARAB, or FARIAB, other-
~ wife called Otrir, the birth-place of two very
learned men, the great philofopher and mufician
4l Faridbi, and an able grammarian, known to
us by the name of A/ Foithers, or, The Jeweller,
who compiled a voluminous dictionary of the
- Arabick language, entitled Sehdh, in which the
principal words are iiluftrated Dy chofen paflages
from the old Arabian poets *. There is nothing
very remarkable in the other cities of Turkeftin,
as 1/4k, Toncit, and the reft ; they ftand between
the ninety-ninth, and hundred and firlt degrees
of longitude, and are between ‘forty-one and
forty-three from the Equator. The province of

* This laborious {cholar loft his fenfes through an excefs of
learning, and was killed by a fall in a mad attempt to fly
with a pair of waxen wings. 'Lhe title of his work Sebab

Z.‘:"a fignifies parity, and alfo bealth; which gave occa-

fion to a ridiculous miftake of a Fremch Orientalift, wha
tranflated the life of Tamerlane from the Arabick : the hifto-
rian, fpeaking of the death of a certain Arab, fays, be died
: lite the cuthor of Sehih, that is, by a fuall from the top of bis
boufe, which the Frenchman, not knowing the allufion,

tranflates, be died in perfeld health.
KHQO-
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KHOTOLAN deferves, indeed, to be more par-
ticularly mentioned; it lies between Tariary,
Badakhfban, and the territory of Balkh ; its chief
city, which has alfo a confiderable diftriét around
it, is named VAKHSH ; and the whole country
15 reprefented as fruitful, pleafant, watered by
feveral rivulets, and even rich in golden ore,
which the ftreams often bring down the moun-
tamns mingled with their {and.

At the extremity of Turkeftin, are the coun-
trics of KHATA and KHOTE N, which border
on China, and, in this century, were governed
by an independent King, who fent an ambafla-
dor to Nader Shah. The city of Kheten has a
large territory round it of the fame name, which |
1s famous for producing very fine mufk, equal |
to that of Tibet. A Perfian poet, quoted by
Golius in one of his manufcripts ¥, alludes |
to the mufk of this country in the following
paflage : ¢ When thy charming letter was
¢ brought to me, I faid; ¢ Is it the zephyr
‘¢ that breathes from the gardens, or is the ky
¢ burning wood of aloes on the cenfer of the
“fun? or is a caravan of mufk coming from
“ fhotent?”” To underftand thefe verfes, we

* See the Biblisthéque Orientale, p. 999. where, by fome °
accident, theoriginal of the third verfe is omitted.
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muft know, that the Afiaticks have a cufiom of
perfuming their letters, which they tie up in
little bags of fattin or damafk. The city of
CASHGAR alfo, with its territory, belongs,
according to fome writers, to Kbatd ; as well as
KHANBALEK, which the Eaftern Geographers
place actually in the Chinefe Empire; this is not
the Cambalu of our travellers, which is properly
called Cabalig, and ftands forty-four degrees
- from the Line, and an hundred and three from
the Canaries. CARACUM is likewife a city of
 Khati, and is fituated in a large plain covered

wwith black fand, from which it derives its name.
All this extenfive Empire was conquered 1n the
thirteenth century by Tamugin or Genghiz, who
penetrated even into China, which his fucceflor
O¢tsi almoft wholly fubdued, and took the city
of Ném Kim, ovr Neng King, where the Chinefe
prince Altin burned himfelf and all his family,
that he might not fall into the hands of the
Moguls.

CHAP.
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CHAP L
THE INDIAN EMPIRE.

HE celebrated Empire of India is called

by the Perfians Hind, or HIND USTAN *,
Fhe Country of the Hindis : it is bounded on the
welt and fouth by the Ocean, on the north by
Candahir and Turan, on the eaft by Chin or Ghina ;
for {o the Afiaticks call the Peninfula beyond the
Genges, which comprifes the kingdoms of 7-

pra, Afim, Aracan, and Siam. The country of

Hind is divided into three parts; 1. Guzeraf, or
DECAN, including moft of the fouthern’ pro-
vinces, and, among them, the city and territory
of SUMENAT, where Sadi, as he tells us in his
Boftin, had an adventure with the worfhippers
of an ivory image, whofe artful contrivance he
detected at the hazard of his life, 2. MALABAR,
or, The country of the Malais, which includes what
the Arabians call Beladelfulful, or, The land of
pepper +, and is terminated on the fouth by the
cape. of Comron, famous for producing the belt
aloe-wood, a favorite perfume of the Afiaticks :
to the fouth weft of this promontory are the
numerous iflands, which we call Maldives, and
the Arabs Rabihdt, and a little to the {outh eaft,
the famed Serandib or Seilin, which pro-
duces fo many precious perfumes, jewels, and
fpices. M. d’Herbelot remarks, that the Eaflern

"
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Geographers fay nothing of the cinnamon, with
which Serandib abounds, and, as they_call that
{pice the wood of China, he imagines, with fome
appearance of probability, that it was trani-
‘planted to Seifan by the Chinefe, who, as it is
currently reported, had once a great connection
with the natives of that ifland. TFarther eait-
ward are the iflands of Samander, or Sumatra,
Rimi, or Lameri, which may, perhaps, be
Java, though, by the accounts of it, onc would
take it for the fame with Samander, and then
Albinoman will be Java, Falis, the Moluccas, and
Mehrage, or Soborma, Borneo; to which ille the
Eafterns feem to confine their knowledge of
Afiatick Geography *; for what they call the
ifle of Anamn, is no other than the fouthern part
of the peninfula, which the ancients named 7%e
‘Golden Cherfonnefe; and as to Sinf, Sili, and Sin-
dafilat, they are rather ports on the coaft of
\China than iflands. The city of Khancit, which
the learned African Prince Ldrifi meniions,
deems to-be the Cantén of our merchants.

The third divifion of Hind is called MABER %
by the drabians, and extends from the gulf of
Bengal on both fides of the Ganges as far north-
ward as the firaits of Rupele; and here we may
obferve, that it is ufual with the Afiaticks to give
the fame name to the countries, which lie on
“both fides of any confiderable river: thus the
- province of Sind is divided by the Indus, Kha-
rezm by the Oxus, Palefline by the Arden or jor-

-

* They pretend, that a city called Jameit is fituated at

© the extremity of our Hemifphere.
+ In Arabick -)AJ..Ll or, The paffage. |
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dan, Egypt by the Nile, and this part of India
by the GaH%::. The ancient fyftem of govern-
ment, which prevailed in this country, feems to
have been perfectly feudal; all the territories
were governed by Réi’s or Réjas, who held
their lands of a fupreme lord called Belkdr, the
feat of whofe refidence was the city of CAN-
NOUGE, now in ruins. There is a curious
book at Oxford, which was prefented to the
Univerfity by Mr. Pope, and contains the pic-
tures of all the Kings who reigned in /zdia, from
the moft early times to the age of Timdr, whofe
defcendant Béber founded the monarchy of the
Moguls at the opening of the fixteenth century,

DEHLI, called alfo Shahgehinabid, was the |
Capital of a kingdom, which bore the fame
name, where a race of Mabomedan princes reigned |
before Tamerlane, who were lovers of poetry |
and eloquence, and liberal patrons of learned |
men : this City, as well as a great part of the %
Indian Empire, has been agreeably defcribed by
M. Bernier, who tells a pleafing ftory of two °
Raja’s, named Geme! and Polta, who were be-
fieged in a caftle by Sultan 4Zcbar, where, fear- "
ing to be led in chains by an infulting Conqueror,
they made a defperate fally, in which they loft *
their lives fighting boldly to the laft moment :
he adds, that Acbar ordered the ftatues of thefe |
two illufirious brothers to be cut in marble |
upon two clephants, and placed over the gates
of Debli. To the north weft of this city ftands
Lahawar or LAHOR, the capital of Penjib, or,
The five Rivers, a province fo called, becaufe |
the /ndus is in that part divided into five large -
branches : it feems to have been the ancient

king--
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kingdom of Pdr or Porus ¥, which is almoft the
{:-nly Afiatick word, that the Greeks have not
corrupted, Our travellers mention 2 fine road
of two hundred and fifty leagues, with rows of
-beautiful trees on each fide, that reached from
Agra to Labér; and it is obfervable that the
“Perfians call that city alfo Rébver +, in alluficn,

perhaps, to this road. "We cannot forbear men-
tioning in this place the city of BENARES on
the Ganges, famous for an academy or college
of Indian prielts, commonly called Br amens, wl-c
once pofleffed all the learning of [ndia, and
{poke the language, in which Bidpsa:i wrote his
excellent fables : there are fome of this frater-
nity remaining, but their learning, it is pro-
bable, has not been preferved among them in
‘any great degree, and their ancient language

begins, like the Greek, to be refpected rather than
known.

#* In Perfian s which fignifies alfo in Indian a manfion,
an abode, a city 5 hence Bijapir, 9 }JE‘“ ufually called
Vifipor.

e #ln Pﬂfaﬂ_’] J@J literally, bawing a read.
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. of Colzem, taken from a“town of Egypt, now

A DESCRIPTION or ASIA.

CH AP 1YV
THE TURKISH EMPIRE.

THE peninfula of ARABIA, for {oit is called by

the eaftern Geographers, has the gulf of Perfiz |

on the north-eaft, and the fea of Ommdn on the
fouth, whence the province, that lies between
them, took the name of Babrein, or, The Two
Seas 3 it is bounded on the weft by the Babar
Al YVemen, or Red Sea, which has alfo the name

entirely ruined; on the north it has Shdm or
Syria.  The triple divifion of Arabia into Temen,

or the Happy, Hejiz, or the Defert, and Hajar, |
or the Stony, is well known to every reader ; yet

it will not be ufelefs to add a thort defcription of

~thole three provinces.

VEMEN*, a delightful country, which had its
Arabick name from the advantages of its. {itua-
tion, is divided from Hejaz by high mountains
and vaft deferts; it produces the fineit incenfe,
and other valuable perfumes: the {weetnefs of
its fruits, the refrefhing fhade of its woods, and
the coolnefs of its rivers, which flow perpetually
down the mountains, make ample amends to

its inhabitants for the heat of the climate, which

mutft needs be very intenfe, as the city of /DEN
is but eleven degrees from the Line. Its other
principal cities are, 7. SANAA, which was the

feat of the Tobai’s, or ancient kings of Xemen, 3

2. ZEBFD, nearly in the fame latitude, a com-
mercial city, known to the merchants, who fail
from Ethiopia or India. 3. Mireb, or Saba, the
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A DESCRIPTION or ASIA.

city of the Arabian Princefs who vifited Solomon,
fituated in a fertile territory called #H.7D-
HRAMUT, the Hadramytene of Ptolemy. We
mufit not omit, that the entrance into the Red
Sea 1s called by the Arabians the gate of tears *,
becaufe that part of the ocean is extremely dan-
gﬂ!’ﬂl!ﬁ.

HEFAZ, or the Defert, is principally celebra-
ted for its two cities, MECCA, the birth-place of
Mahomed, renowned over all Afia for its Cigba,
or Square Temple, which the old Arabians ufed to
decorate with the moft beautiful compofitions of
their poets, written in golden characters on the
filky paper of Egypt; and YATREB, or Teika,
called alfo, by excellence, ALMEDINA, or The
City, in which the Arabian lawgiver was buried.

The chief city of HAJAR is ¥ AMAM.4, which
gives its name to the territory around it: this
was the country of the ancient people called
Thamid + ; who were extirpated, according to
the traditions of Arabia, for refufing to break

their idols at the command of the prophet
Saleh.

SHAM {, or Syria, has Hajar on the fouth, and
part of the lower Afie on the north; its caltern
and weftern limits are the Fuphrates and the
Mediterranean. 'This country is fo well known
to our hiftorians, ancient and modern, and to
all our travellers and merchants, that very

* In Arabick L__Jc_,\.lL! L;_.JL*} Eéﬁﬂrﬂ.’ﬂ?ﬁ'.’ff&,.
+ In Arabick Q_'J‘r" J. er
[C] little
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A DESCRIPTION or ASIA.

little needs be faid of it in this place; there is
{carce a city in it, which has not had its particular
hiftory, written in feveral volumes by authors,
who feemed to forget how {fmall a part of the
globe they inhabited, compared with the vaft
Empires delcribed in the preceding pages. The
two principal cities of Syria are, 1. DAMASHC,
or Damafcus, near which is a valley or plain
reprefented by the Arabians as a moft charming
fpot, and one of the four paradifes of Afia.
2. HOLAB, or Aleppo, where the learned Pocock
acquired {o perfect a knowledge of the Arabick
language. 3. YERUSALEM, or Alcods, The Holy,
which is ftill held facred by the Mahomedans,
who, whatever may be {aid to the contrary, are
certainly a fect of Chriftians; if, indeed, they
deferve the name, while they follow the impious
herefy of Arius.

RUM*, or the Roman provinces, which are alfo
called Anatolia, have the Empire of Iran on the caft,
and are bounded on the other fides by the Black
Sea, the Archipelago, and the Mediterranean; thisis
the country fo juftly famed for producing many
of the great poets and fine writers of the ancient
world, fo that, whatever may be faid of the
Perfian and Arabian compofitions by thofe who
are unable to read them, it cannot be.denied
even by them, that Afia has given birth to men of
the brighteft parts, and the moft exalted genius.
The Thracian Bofphorus, {o frequently mentioned
in the fictions of the old poets, feparates this part
of Afia from the city of CONSTANT/NOPLE,

i
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A DESCRIPTION or ASIA.

which was made the feat of the Turki/b Sultans
in that memorable period, when learning revived
in Italy, and the art of printing, which was then
invented, ferved to promote and to fix it ; when
our apartments were firft adorned with #he vafes
of China and the fillks of India; when a new world
was difcovered and fubdued ; when the light of
reafon and liberty was fpread over part of
Chriftendom, and delivered it from the worlt of op-
preflion, the tyranny of fuperfition and impofiure.

LC 2]

XXXV






T-H E

i e L0 S B B S I o P
N e
3,
SO R - THE S T Qe e

O F

L D S < B g

Here thou beholdit

A/firia, and her Empire’s ancient bounds,

Araxes, and the Cafpiar lake ; thence on

As far as Indus ealt, Euphrates weft,

And oft beyond For now the Parthian king
In Ctefiphor hath gathered all his hoft

Againft the Seytbian, whofe incurfions wild

Have waftted Sogdiana.
MILTON,
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THE PISHDADIAN FAMILY.

XXXIX

ATUMARAS ¥, who feems to be the King Before

= CHRIST

of Eldm mentioned in the Scripture,

8g0.

founded the Perfian Empire, and fixed the {eat se—ym—d

of it in the province of Azarbigian. He was
oppofed in his noble enterprifes by the in-
habitants of the mountains and forefts, who,
like the wild Tartars and Arabs, dwelled in tents
or caverns, and led a rambling life among rocks
‘and in deferts. The rude appearance of theie
Savages, compared with the more polifhed
manners of thofe, who firft began to be civilized,
gave rife to the fiction of Demons and Giants among
the Perfians, who call them Divest and repre-
fent them as declared enemies to Man.

HU SHENG 1, Grandfon of Caiumaras, was,
probably, contemporary with Mmoes, and, like

* & roan T 420 RO SEIT
- [C 4] him,
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A suorT HISTORY or PERSIA.

him, was eminent for his Tuftice and excellent
Laws, which gained himd#the furname of Pifb-

did *, or The Legiflater, whence the firft race of

Perfian Xings tosk the name of Pifbdadians.
tHe taught Agriculture to his fubjects, and made
great improvements in the art ; he advifed them
to water their fields with artificial canals, a

cuitom ftill frequent in Perfia, where the foil is

uncommonly dry. He alfo difcovered mines of
iron in his kingdom, which metal he wrought
into weapons, and tools for hufbandry. He
was the ﬁg*ﬁ, who bied dogs and leopards for
hunting, and introduced the fafhion of wearing
the furs of wild beafts in winter. He is alfo
faxd to have built the city of Shufier or Sufa, to
have extended the bounds of his Empire, and

to have penetrated as far as the coait of the
Iadian Sea, i

TAHMUR 48+ fucceeded his father Hufbeng ; he
built feveral cities in the two provinces of frak,
and among them Babel or Babylon, and Ninizvebh,
rear the ruins of which the cities of Bagdad and
Mufel are now fuppofed to ftand. He afligned
the government of thefe cities, with large ter-
ritories annexed to them, to his moft illuftrious
Minifters, who are known to us by the names of
Affyrian and Babylonian Monarchs, though, moft
probably, they payed homage to the fovereign
lords of Iran. .

This prince encouraged arts and manufaétures,
and particulaily the planting of rice, and the breed-
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A sport HISTORY or PERSIA. xhi

ing of filk-worms ; he firft ufed a complete {uit of B.C. 35s.
armour, and civilized many barbarous nations, “=v=—/
whence he was called Divbend *, or, The Tamer

of Giants.

!

GEMSHID + finithed the City of If#akbar, or, B.C. 8co.
as the Greeks called it, Perfepolis, which his uncle
Tabmuras had begun, and the ruins of which
are ftill thown, by the name’ of Chebiminirt,
- or, The Forty Pillars. He introduced the nfe of
the Solar Year among the Perfians, and ordered
the firft day of it, called Nuriz ||, when the Sun
- enters the Ram, to be folemnized by a fplendid
feftival. * This gave a beginning to Afironomy
among his {ubjects, and at the {fame time, per-
haps, to the idolatrous refpect, which the com-
mon people afterwards fhowed to the Sun.
Gemfhid, or Gem, for he is known by both
names, was a wife .and magnificent prince:
he was the firft, who inftituted publick baths,
and encouraged his fubjects to dive for pearls
in the Green Sea, or Perfian Gulf; he invented
tents and pavilions, and difcovered the ufe of
lime in building : he built a ftrong bridge over
the Tigris, which, according to the Afiatick
writers, was demolithed by the Greeks. Yet
this illuftrious monarch was unfortunate in
war : he was driven from his throne by Zobdc,
a native of drabia, and {pent the remainder of
his life in travel. The Queen, his wife, faved
her fon Feridun from the ufurper, and educated
him in a diftant retreat. The Perfians fay, that

GRS PP T Owdha
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B. C. 800. mufical inflruments were invented in the reign of
"~~~ Gem/bid; and they- add, that Pythagoras and
1 hales were his Contemporaries. :

B.C.780. ZOHAC¥*, the Ufurper, was a deteftable
Tyrant: his cruelty forced the Perfians to re-
volt, and a General, named Gdo, having de-
feated him, drew the young Feridin from his
rctirement, and placed him upon the throne.

B.C.350.  FERIDUNY is confidered, by the Perfians as a
model of every virtue:, he gave the province of
Irak or Part/na to his Deliverer Gdo, as a prin-
cipality for life ; and having fent for the ftandard,
which that oflicer ufed in his battle againf
Zohic, he adorned it with precious ftones, and
preferved it in his treafury {.

Feridun, wifhing to {pend the laft years of
his Iife in a ftudious retirement, divided his vaft
dominions between his three fons: he allotted
Syrta and the weftern provinces to Sa/m, who
was, perhaps, the Sa/manaffer- of the Fews; he
gave the country beyond the Osus to Tir,

whence the Tranfoxan Regions were called -

Titrdn, and affigned the kingdom of Kherafan
and all the heart of his Empire to Irage, his
youngeft fon, whofe fhare took the name of

MOE= 0P
1 This Standard, which bore for many ages the name of
Gawini, (3| o\ is faid 1o have been broeght into the field

by the laft King of the Safanian race, when his army eugnged
the Arabs at Cadeffia in the year 636 of our mra; but it was
taken by Saad, Omar’s general, who diftributed the jewelsy

- which adorned it, among his ofiicers,
' | Irin,

.
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A siort HISTORY or PERSIA. xliii

Wrdn, which it ftul retains. The two elder B.C. 7so.
brothers, thinking this divifion partial, made =V~
r againft Jrage, and flew him in a cruel
nanner 3 they would even have dethroned
eridun, had not Manucheber, fon of Irage, a

uth of great hopes, led a powerful army

cainft them, and avenged the death of his

ther. This divifion of the Perfian empire

into /ran and Turan has been a fource of per-

etual diffenfions between the Perfians and Tar-

rs, as the latter have taken every opportunity

f pafling the Oxus, and laying wafte the dif-

ri¢ts of Khorafan ; they have even pufhed their
onquefts fo far, as to overturn the power of

he Califs, and afterwards to raife a mighty
[Empire on the banks of the Ganges.

MANUCHEHER * made great improvements B. C. 7zo.
in the government of Perfia, and was the firft
rwho began to fortify his cities with ramparts and
itches, He was fond of improving gardens,
and of cultivating curious plants. . He was not.
fortunate in war, though his General and Vizir,
the fon of Neriman, was the braveft hero of his
jage. In his reign the celebrated Rofam is faid
[to have been born of Rwdiba, an Indian prin-
cefs, by Zalzer or The golden-haired, a youth of
iexquifite beauty and eminent virtues: but, as
| Roftam was, certainly, a Commander under
1 Cyrus, he muft, if we place him under
Manucheber, have lived above an hundred and
fifty years; whichis fcarce credible, though fuch a
Iﬁé’cinn may be allowed in the poems of Ferduf:.

* L]
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NUZARX*, fon of Manucheher, fucceeded to!
the diadem, but not to the glory, of his father.
While his court was torn in pieces by a number.
of factions, Afrifiib, King of Thrin,” a lineal|
defcendant from Tir, fon of Feridin, pafled the
Oxus with a formidable army, and, havin de-
feated the Perfian Monarch, flew him with his
own hand. "This Invader reigned ‘twelve years
in Perfia, but was forced by Zalzer, or The!
Prince with Golden Hair, to repafs the Oxus, and
return to his own dominions. It is more than
probable, that A4frafiib was a common name for:
the Kings of Afiatick Tartary, fince the grand-
father of Cyrus, whom we commonly call A/~
fyages, bore the fame name, and we cannot fup-
pofc Him to have been the firft invader of

P:‘:'{ﬁ;.; 'I'. : . "

It was not long before the Turanians invaded
Iran a fecond time, and, by forcing the great
commanders of Perfiz to defend their own.
Principalitics, reduced the power of the Perfian
Kings to a thadow. Afrafiib, either the monarch
above-mentioned, or another of his name, is
reckoned the ninth king of Perfia. 1

£4V ] was a Prince of the royal line, and was
placed on the throne by Za/zer, but enjoyed only

'

. e AL :

| L |

+/The family of Othman, who now reign at Conflantingple,

are wiiling to be reputed defeendants from this King of Turan,

and are flattered with the Epithet of Afrafsb Fab, orl

0"_1:-. !.__.'11 L‘_.,[ Poaverful as dfrafih,
iy
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the title of Kz’ng, as the Turanians had overrun B. C. 6;5.
great part of his Empire, and kept him in con-
tinual alarm. Thefe are the Scythians of our
Ancient Hiftories, who are faid about this time

to have invaded the kingdom of the Medes ;

but our beft hiftorians are apt to confound them

with the Scythians of the North. :

GERSHASP *, fon of Zav, or KISHTASP, as B.C. 633,
fome writers call him, reigned but a few years,
if it could be called reigning, to have the name
of King, and to be more helplefs than his fub-
jeés: he was the laft prince of the Pi/bdadians.
During the reign of thefe monarchs in Pesfia,
if we believe our Chronologers, Dido built

 Carthage, Homer wrote his Poems, which were
 afterwards brought into Greece by Lycurgus; the
| Pyramids of Egypt were raifed by Cheops, Cephren,
and Nitocris ; the Affyrians founded a powerful.
Dynafty ; Athens was firlt governed by Arehons ;
and Sabaco, whom the Perfrans call Cis Pildendf,
or with the Teeth of an Elephant, becaule he firlt
made ufe of that beaft in his wars, became
famous in Ethiopia, and {pread his arms over all
Africa. 'This warriour was contemporary with
Feridim, who reigned, as. we have feen, {feven
hundred and fifty years before Chrift, at which
time, fays Newton, Sabaco the Ethiopian 1in-
vaded Egypt. Rome, the rival of Carthage and
Athens, was built in the reign of Gerfhifp.

& | CHAP.
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B.C. 610. WHILE Zalzer, the moft powerful prince
(T

of Perfia, was encamped in his province
of Sezftan, the Drangiana of the Grecks, Afra-

Sfiab, who had fubdued all Media, confidered
himfelf as Sovereign of the Empire. By this

time, another fon of Zav, named Cobid, began
to diftinguifth himfelf in his engagements againft
the Turanians, and, being aflifted by Zalzer,
whofe fon Rofam was very young at this time,
he was enabled to drive the invaders from fran,

and to place himfelf upon the throne of his

anceftors. = Afchylus, who flourithed but an
hundred years after this event, rightly attributes
the recovery of the Empire to this prince,

whom he calls ¢ Mede, in his Tragedy of the |
Perfians :  The firft Leader of the army, fays he,
“ was a Mede; the next, his fon, completed
¢ (or rather promoted) this work, for wifdom
“ guided his mind : the third was Cyrus, a for-
“ tunate Man ¥, It is evident, that thefe
three Kings are Cai Cobéd+, Cai Cifis, and Cai

* Miidos yap 7iv o wpiites sy spatd,
YAanog 8 éxeive mwaiz T4d Efwcv NWTE,
Dosves yap airis Suudy olcanos poPer.
Tpitog & am’ ain Kipog, sidaipay awip.

Afehyl, Perf.
+abs 57
7 Cofru
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Cofru or Rhofru; whom the Greeks call Cyaxeres, 8.c. 610.
Darius the Mede, and Cyrus. The firft {fyllable of v
Cyaxeres is apparently the Ca: of the Perfians,

which fignifies ¢ Great Ring, and was prefixed

to the names of thofe three princes, whence the

whole race were named Caignians. The Ancients

tell us, that Cyaxeres llew the Scythian Chiefs at

a feaft, to which he had invited them ; but the
Eaflerns are filent on this head, and it {cems

more probable, that the Tartars were compelled

by force to repafs the Oxus ; our authors make
themretire beyond Cholcos andlberia,confounding,

as ufual, the Oriental with the Northern Scythians.

Cai Cobdd made {everal wife regulations in his
kingdom, and ordered the publick roads to be
divided into parfangs or ipaces of about four

miles.

- CAI CAUS * is called. by our writers Darius B.C. 6os,
the Mede, and it may here be obferved, that |
Dira, or the Sovereign, was rather an Epithet than

a proper name of the Perfian Kings; {fo that the
Daricks, or pieces of money, which were known
at Athens, might have been coined by any Per~
Jtan Monarch, and have born that name without
the leaft impropriety. We muft alfo remember,
that the Afiatick Princes bad feveral different names

or titles, whicl circumitance has been the fource
of great confufion in our hiftories of the Eaft.
The Perfian writers mention nothing of the
Lydian war ; they only fay, that Cai Caiis carried
bis arms into the lower Afia, and was very fuccefs-
Jul in bis enterprife. The Turanians, led by an-
other Afrafiab, invaded Perfia a third time, and

* o S

2 layed



xlviit

B. C. fop.
L T

Bi U. 5'53¢

A suorr HISTORY or PERSIA.

layed wailte the province of Media. Siavefl,
fon of Cai Caiiis, being unjuftly accufed by

Sudaba, his father’s concubine, of an attempt to
violate her, went over to Afrafiab, who received
him with open arms, and gave him his daughter |
in marriage. This Princefs was called Firenkis
by the Peifians, and Mandane by the Greeks, who

had a fingular fondnefs for foft and melodious
names, and neglected truth itfelf for a pleafing
found. A few months after her nuptials, Siave/h,

who deferved a longer life, was killed by a
brother of dfrafiab, and the Princefs, of whom
Ichofru was foon after born, was obliged to fly
with her infant. The young Khofru was, fome
years after, feen by a Perfian General, who
gueiled by his features that he was the {fon of |
Siavefb, and, his conjecture being confirmed by
the Princefs his mother, he brought them both °
into Perfia, where Ca: Caiis embraced his Grand-
fon with the higheft joy imaginable, and, after
a fhort interval, refigned his throne to him. '

fians confider almoit as a Demi god, determined
to avenge the death of his father, and to deliver
his kingdom from the tyranny of Afrafiab. He,
therefore, aflembled all his forces, and gave
battle to the Ufurper, who, on the other {ide,
was fupported by the Kings of Rbatas and India :i

.J
' :
CAI KHOSRU *, or CYRUS, whom the Pclui

but the valour of Cyrus, and of his General
Roftam, prevailed againft the united powers of
fo many Sovereigns, and Afrafiab loft his life 1113
the mountains of Medig. This War 1s celebrated

in a noble Poem by the lluftrious Ferdufi, whe
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may well be called -the Hemer of Perfia. What-g. c. «s.
ever our Chronologers fay, it is not eafy to con- wA~w
ceive, that the Fews were delivered by #his Cyrus:

the name Corefb, ufed by Ifziah, has no aflinity

with the Perfian word Khofru, and we cannot
fuppofe any corruption in the facred Text;

- whereas all the Perfian writers agree that a

prince, named Corefh, who was {ent by Bahaman,

{on of Asfendiar, to govern Babylon in the room

of Baltazar, actually protetted the captive Fews,

and permitted them to rebuild their Temple.

Our hiftorians, perhaps, deceived by the name

Cyrus, which the Greeks gave both to Khofru

and to Core/b, have fixed the return of the Fews

much earlier than the truth.

LOHORASP * was placed on the throne be- B.C. sse.
fore the death of Cyrus, who lived fome years
after his refignation. One would think at firft,
that he was the Cambyfes of the Greeks ; but no-
thing can be more different than the characters
of Cambyfes and of Lohorafp, the firft being de-
{cribed as a cruel tyrant, the fecond as a virtuous
and amiable Prince. He had a General named
Guderz 1, who, according to the Oriental writers,
pulhed his conquefls very far into the weft :
this conqueror is fuppofed by Mirkhond and
others to be Nebuchadnezzar, who, we know, in-
vaded Syria and Judea; but he feems to have been
the Prince, whom the Greeks called Xerxes, and
" who might, perhaps, have had the title of Kin

after his victories; for it muft be remﬂxnbereﬁ
that a word, which fignified King, was applied

* ol ) . s :
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B.C. s30. by the Perfians to every Governor of a province,
“—v~Yand the lofty title, Ring of Kings, which their

'Bi lCl- SQﬂt

monarchs afterwards afflumed, was no more than
Ruler of Rulers, or, Cafu'j:f of feveral Chiefs. It
1s certain, that the Perfians have no monarch
named Xerwes, or even Shirfbih, from which the
Greek name is faid to be derived; and, though
we can hardly fuppofe the word to be cor-
rupted from Guderz, yet, when we reflect that
the more modern Greeks have made Varanes of
Bebaram, we cannot wonder at the corrupti-

ons of the Ancients. .Our Chronologers place |

the reign of Xerxes after Darius Hyﬁajj:w,r, and

he might, perhaps, have outlived both Lobora/p
and his fucceflor.

RISHTASP ¥, whom the Greeks call Darius, |
‘the Son of Hyflafpes, transferred the feat of Em- |

pire from Balkh in Kborafan to Iffakbar, for whick |

‘reafon he was better known to the FEuropeans |

than Lobera/p, who led a retired life in the moft
Eaftern province of his kingdom. In his reign
Zerdifbt or Zeratifbt, whom we know b by the
name of Zoroafler, publithed his moral work |
called Zend, or The book of Life, which was fol- |
lowed by his Pazend, or a further Confirmation of

J

4

bis Doftrine, as the + word feems to imply : both |

thefe tralts were afterwards explained in a |
commentary entitled Vaffa or Avafta; they in-

culcated the doctrine of fwo Pr :;zf:pfe.r, and re-

commended the worfhip of the good principle
under the allegory of Light, which they oppufc{i

E L | Bl f‘

4+ In Perfian {}q..!;j Zend and QJ_}L# Pazend.
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to the bad, whofe Emblem was Darknefc. The B.C. soo.
King was much inclined to this do@rine, and ‘=—v==d
raifed a number of * temples to the Sun, the
Jountain of Light; which the people, as ufual,
conceiving in a grofs and literal fenfe, began to
adore the Effe&t inftead of the Caufe, and the
figure inftead of the archetype: the priefts took
the hint, and the Sun or Mibra, became really to
them, as our Alchymifts abfurdly confider it,
a powerful Elixir, wbich transformed their bafe
metals into gold. ‘The Chief of Zeratiifbt’s
‘Scholars was Famifpt, who publifhed a ftrange
work upon Aftrology. Not many years before
this fingular man, Confucius, or Cumfucu, as the
Miffionaries write his true name, reformed and
polithed the people of China ; and Solon, his con-
temporary, a fublime Poet, as well as a perfect
- Statefman, madeadmirable laws for the Athenians;

fo that this period was the age of Philsfophers and
Law-givers.

ARDESHIRY, or BAHAMAN, furnamed B.C. 464.
Dirazdeft ||, or, The Long-handed, is, no doubt,
the Artaxerxes of the Greeks, who called him
- Macrokbeir, a name literally tranflated from the
Perfian, and implying only a very extenfive
power. We may filf(.ff}’ place the building of the
Jfecond temple under the reign of this prince ;
fince, for the reafons before alledged, which
appear very decifive, and are confirined by the
teltimony of the Perfian Hiftorians, we cannot

. * In Perfian a temple of fire was called &JLE"”‘J' or
s AT + In Perfian L___‘m[,#[;_ I)“"‘““‘:’Jt
Ardfbir fignifies in Perfian a frong lion. “ 'l...:-imt_'f:j Ltd
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afcribe the delivery of the Jews to the firft Cyrus.
The Fafterns aflure us, that Ardefbir fent a
prince, named Core/b, defcended from Loborafp,
to punith Baltazar, fon of Bakbtnaflar, who
was grown very infolent in his government of
Babylon ; that Corefb conquered Baltazar, and
was raifed by the King to the fupreme command
of that City, where he protetted and encouraged
the captive Jews. The Perfians could have no
inducement to invent this tale, and as it was
recorded in the oldeft Annals of the kingdom,
we cannot help giving fome credit to it. They
tell us alfo, that Bakbtnafar fignified, in old
Chaldean, The Servant of 'Naffar, an idol of the
Babylonians ; but it feems a better opinion, that
the true word was Nebohadonaflar, derived from
Nebo, Hadon, and Affar, which, we know, were
names of three Aflyrian deities *. -

HOMAT +, a name which fignifies The Bird
of Paradife, was the daughter of Arde/bir, and
fat on the throne during the infancy of her fon
Darab. She raifed a fumptuous palace in the
city of Ifakbir, fome pillars of which remain
to this day ; the built alfo a city called Semrem,
whence the learned M. &’ Herbelot {uppofes her
ta be Semiramis ; but our Chronologers place
the reign of that Princefs threc hundred-years.
earlier.

* Roffam, the fon of Zalzer, 1s faid to have been killed by
a firatagem of Ardybir, and, by that account, he muft have
lived at leaft an hundred years. Hippocrates and Democritus,
both according to the Eaflern traditions and our own hifto-
sies, fourithed in the reign of this Monarch.

F (LLO
: DARAB,
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DARAB, or DARA *, whom the Greeks call B- C- 424-

The Baftard, fucceeded to Homdi. Here T,
Perfian hiftories begin to be full of abfurd fables,
for we may fuppofe that the Records of thele
times were loft or neglected during the Grecian
Wars. The FEaftern writers tell a ftory of Da-
rab, which has quite the air of a romance;
« that he was expofed by his mother, like the
“ Hebrew Lawgiver, on a river, which by its
< papid current carried him to the habitation of
<« 3 dyer, who knew him to be a child of high
¢ birth by the trinkets, which adorned his
¢ cradle ; that he was educated by this honeft
¢ man, who fent him to the wars, where he
¢ diftinguifhed himfclf in fighting againft the
“ Greeks ; that, being introduced to the queen
¢ as a brave youth, fhe knew him by the
“ jewels which he wore, and which his reputed
« father had reftored to him.” So far we may
-indulge thefe writers in the liberty of embellifh-
ing their Chronicles with lively tales; but we
cannot o cafily excufe them, when they make
. Alexander the fon of Darab, and tell us of a
daughter of Philip, whom the king of Perfia
married, but fent -back to Macedon after his
nuptials, becaufe he found her lefs agreeable
than he fuppofed her to be. Thefe are ftories,
which would be unworthy of The Thoufand and
One Days.

2t

There feems in this place to be a chafim of & C. 4o,
many years in the annals of the Perfians ; for they

* wllo o Hla
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B. C. 400. fay nothing of Ardefbir, fon of Dara, by * Pari-

vl izl T Paryfatis, whofe brother Cyrus led the
Greeks to Babylon in that memorable expedition,
which Xengphor fo elegantly relates; nor of the
third Arde/hir, whom our hiftorians call Ochus,
nor of Aropus, whofe true name it has not been
in my power to difcover. Now if we fuppofe,
as we reafonably may, that thefe three Kings
reigned about twenty-one years each, we fhall
bring the reign of Dara the Younger to the year
337 before Chrift, which will agree tolerably
well with the Chronologers both of Afz and
Kurope. :

B.C.337.  DARA the Younger is better known #o us,
than to the natives of Perfia ; we may, however,
be deceived in his character, for we reprefent
him as 2 mild and benevolent prince, while they
affert that he was fevere, cruel, implacable.
The Perfrans cannot comprehend the motives
that induced Alexander to invade the dominions
of Daray and they aflign a number of ridicu-
lous reafons for it, which are too abfurd to be
related : in many points, however, they agree
with our hiftorians. The fuccefs of Alekander,
and the battle of Aréel +, or Arbela, are too
well known to need any farther defcription.
Dara was aflaflinated about three bundred and
thirty years before our Epoch, and the Mo-
narchy of the Caianians was transferred to the
"Greeks.  While this family were on the throne
of Perfia, the light of reafon, and that of liberty,

* In Perfian DGUC_SJ,{ born of an Angel, or Fairy.

1t In Perfan UL’,_J[ Lat. 35° Long. 77° 20/,
which
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which ever attends it, were {pread over the other B.C. 537
parts of the world. Harmodius and Ariffogiton ="
flew the Tyrant of ﬁmm:, and the Lyrick Poets

vied with e"u:h other in finging their praifes;

while old Brutus, nearly at the fame time, in-

cited the Romans to expel their Oppreflors,

whofe vices made the very name of HKing de-
‘teftable ; and, during the twenty-feven years

of the Pffapanneﬁ:m war, Athens gave birth, as
Afcham was fond of ﬂb{cwmg, to more able Com-
manders, Orators, Poets, Hiftorians, and Philofo-

phers, than the wisle garth befedes could ever pro-

duce.

How long the Greeks were able to hold the
Perfian Empire in their own hands, or whether
they ever intended to exclude the princes of
Perfic from all fhare in the government, are
points not eafy to be fettled with any -:ert‘.@tint}fr s
but, if we fuppofe that the fifteen kings of the
Ajbcanians, who reigned before the birth of
Cbhrij?, fat on the throne twenty years each, onc
with another, we fhall place the rife of that
family three hundred years before our epoch;
which calculation will not feem much amifs, if
we believe, what the Perfians aflure us, that the
fucceffors of Alexander referved for themfelves
anly Irak or Parthia, and Perfia properly fo
called, but refizned the more Eaftern provinces to
the princes of the royal family ; while the defcen-
dants of Seleucus reigned in Syria. The founder
of this race was * ﬁjﬁa:, or Arfbac, whom the
Greeks call Arfaces ; his {ucceflors, who were

* 155 !
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B.C. 337. ftyled Kings of Parthia by our Hiftorians, reigned

=~ till about two hundred years after Chri/2, and
are famous for nothing but their Wars again/t
the Romans, in which they were always valiant,
and often fuccefsful. The laft Prince of the
Afbcanians, or Parthians was Ardavin *, known
to us by the name of Artabanus, againft whom
Araefblr revolted, and transférred the empire to
the Saffanians.

*®
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GRS A P T
THE SASSANIAN FAMILY.

ARDESHIR BABEGAN *, whom our writers 4. D. zos,
call Artaxares, was the fon of Saffan, a man “=v~-

originally in a low ftation of life, but defcended

from a fon of Ardefbir the Long-handed, who was

difinherited in favour of Homd:. He was furnamed

Babegin from Babeg, his grandfather, who was

a Perfian prince of eminent rank, and was fo

pleafed with the amiable qualities of Saffan, his

thepherd, that he gave him his daughter in mar-

riaige. Ardefbir was bold and warlike, yet a

wife and learned prince, and is faid to have

compofed two excellent books, the firft, a Cir-

nima t, or a Commentary of Iis life and aclions,

the fecond, a moral work, of which Nufhirvin

the Great, fome ages after, publifhed a fecond

edition. Thefe were employments truly worthy

of great Princes; but the Kings of Eurepe have

not written many Cdrndma’s, nor given many

leffons of morality.

SHAPOR §, fon of Ardefbir, whom we call 4.D. 24,
Sapores, built many cities in Perfia, and rebuilt
that of Nifbapdr ||, which the Macedonians had

* Ll Pl
+ In Perftan Mtbu’
T el
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A. D.242. deftroyed. The name of this city is compounded |

A\ of Shapdr added to Ni' or Néz, a reed, becaufe
its ruins were overgrown with reeds, when
Shapér firft faw it. This Prince was very fuccefs-
ful in his wars againft the Roman Emperors : he
reduced all Syrie and Cificia, and took Valerian
prifoner, but was checked in his carcer by the |
more fortunate arms of Odenatus, In his reign
Mdini * a Painter, having learned by the con-
verfation of fome Chrithans, that the Redeemer
bad promifed to fend a Comforter after him, formed |
the wild dﬂﬁgl’l of pafling for the Paraclete ;
and, as no opinions are fo abfurd, which many |
will not embrace, he foon drew together a mul- |
titude of profelytes. S§hapsr was enraged at
this impofture, and withed to punifh the author |
of it; but Man: found means to efcape, and
fled into Eaflern Tartary as far as the borders of |
China, having firft told his followers, that he |
was going to hcaven, and promifed to meet |
them in a certain grot, at the end of the year. |
In his retreat he amufed himfelf with painting |
a number of ftrange figures and views, which, |
at the year’s end, he thowed to his difciples, as |
a work given to him by angels: he was 2 very |
ingenious artift, and had a lively fancy, fo that
his pictures, which were finely coloured, eafily
perfuaded the credulous multitude, in the in- |
fancy of the art in Afia, that they were really |
divine ; they were bound together in a book
called Erteng +, which is often alluded to by the
Perfian pocets, one of whom, addrefling himfelf °

* In Perfran L_SJL.O
t In Perfian C.Gu)_)‘ or tﬁ_}_,}! :
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to a great Painter, fays, The point of thy pencil 4. D.24s.
draws a line over the leaves of Erteng, that is, S==v==?
effaces them *. Méni, by a whimfical mixture,
blended in his doétrine the Metempfychofis of

of Brabma and Vifbnit 4, and the fsvo Principles

of Zeratiybt, together with feveral tenets of the
Alcoran, and even of the Gofpel 5 yet this motley
religion, ridiculous as it may feem, was followed

even by Bifhops and Patriarchs. Our writers

call the profeilors of this {ect .Manicheans, but

they fhould, by analogy, be called Manians.

The Impoftor was put to death in the reign of
Babaram, grandfon of Shapor : had he been,

like Mahomed, a fuccefsful Warrior, inftead of

an obfcure Artift, his religion would, perhaps,

have been {pread over all Afiz; for it was the
miraculous privilege of the true faith alone, to

make its way, in defiance of perfecution, by

the force of its indifputable Truth, and the
fandity of 1ts precepts. -

HORMOZD 1, or Hormizdas, as our hifto- 4.D. 271.
rians call him, had the advantage of a gracetul
perfon, and an agreeable air ; but he was neither
active nor warlike. He was much addicted to
ftudy, and ftrongly inclined to favour Mani,
whom his fon, as it was faid above, afterwards
deftroyed.

* In Perfran ‘
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4.0.275. BAHARAM*, fon of Horniuz, after the death
v~ of Mani, led 2 peaceful and fludious life. He

4. D. 349,

was furnamed The Leneficent, and ufed to fay,
that Gosd-nature and Benevolence could not be de-
fined [eparately, becaufe they were the a gregate of
all Virtues. His adopted fon, who ‘%

him, paid little regard to this maxim, and his
violence procured him the name of -Khélef, or,
The Unjujt +; but it is faid that he changed his

ucceeded

temper and conduct upon,the remonftrances of |

his Nobles.

There was nothing memorable in the reign of
his fucceflor Narfi {, whom we call Narfes :
Hormozd 11. his fon, was a juft and magnificent
prince; he raifed @ Court of Fudicature in his
Metropolis, in which he fometimes prefided in
perfon ; and he built, it is thought, the city of
Hormuz in Carmama, the name of which was
afterwards given to the Iland in the Perfian
Gulf, which our travellers call Ormus.

SHAPOR, whom the Arabians name D HU
LACTAF ||, or, The Round-Shouldered, was taken
prifoner by the Greek Emperor, and, during his
captivity, many of his fineft provinces were laid
wafte ; but having recovered his liberty by the
help of the Emperor’s Miftrefs, he returned to

HAzarbigian, where he made himfelf known to

¥ |
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+ JI
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his people, and foon after totally defeated the 4. D. 309.
Greeks : in memory of this action he built the —v=
city of Cazwin %, which, for its {ingular beauty,

was alfo named Gemalabid +. His grandfon
Baharam had but a fhort reign, which was dif-

turbed by frequent rebellions. It was ufual for

the Perfian Kings to give their {fons fome con-
fiderable government with the title of Skdb ;

that of Carmania was allotted to Babardm, who
affumed, in confequence of it, the furname of
Kerman/hab §, which our writers have corrupted

into Carmafat.

The reign of his fon 2¥zdegerd bad nothing
in it, that deferves to be related. ;

BAHARAM the Fourth ||, or the Sixth, as 4.p.341.
fome authors reckon him, was educated in Ara- -
bia, and had fome difliculty to recover the throne
of Perfia, which the Nobles of his father’s court
had, in his abfence, given to a prince named
Kefri. The adventures of this King are related
at large by the poet Citebi, fome of whofe fictions
have been trani{planted into the Perfian hiftories,
where we are told, with great folemnity, ¢ that
¢ he challenged Aefii to inatch the diadem from
¢ two hungry lions, between whom he had
“ placed it ; that he flew the two lions, and
“ took the diadem ;- that he travelled into India

]
* ol ), |
+ In Perfian C}'.:}!JL& The Region of Beauty.
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4.D. 351, ¢ jn g private character, and married the King’s
WV ¢ daughter, having gamed his favour by killing

<« a furious elephant, and by defeating annther
Indian Prince, who had invaded the country.”
"Thefe relations have the air of Perfran tales; but
we may be aflured, that he repulfed the Eﬂﬂem
Tartars, who, as ufual, had pafled the Oxus in
his reign ; and that, having no other enemies,
he fpent the remainder of his life in hunting.
His favourite prey was a beaft called G#r, which
feems to be the Onagrus, or Wild Afs ; and it is
faid that he was L:ﬁed in a chace. The word
Gir, which fignifies a tomb, as well as a wild afs, |
‘gave occafion to a pun of fome Perfian wit,
which was circulated after Bahardm’s death :
See, fays he, how Bahardm, <who chafed the (:111,
or wild afs, all bis life, was at length chafed and
taken .f'Jy Gur, or the tomb *.

L ]

£

"

The fuCCEﬂhl‘ of Babaram was Vezdegerd 1I. |
a wife and refolute prince, whofe {oldiers were |
fo fond of him, that they gave him the furname |
of Sipdhdgft, or, Beloved by the armyt. He left |
his throne to his younger fon Hormuz, furnamed
Firzama t, or, The Prudent ; but that prince was
dethroned, in lefs than a }efu » by his elder bro-
ther Firiz.

ikt i ik il o i
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FIRU Z *, having depofed his brother by the 4. D. 459.
help of Khe rzznr.:i‘z,ga I{ili;g of the Indsfeythians, Y™
foon forgot his obligation to him, and turned
his arms againft his protettor; but he was con-
ftantly detcated by that prince, and was at laft
. obliged to conclude a dithonourable peace. - The
people, whom the Greeks call Indefeythians, and
the Perfians Haiatelis, inhabited the mountains
between Candabar and India, and were, perhaps,
nearly the fame with the Afgans, who ruined the
Perfian Monarchy in the prefent age.

Bela/b and Cobad fucceeded Firdiz; the fecond
of them was the father of Nuflirvan the Great,
before whom Jamafp, or, as we call him, Za-
mafpes, reigned one year.

NUSHIRVAN t, better known in Eurgpe by 4. D- 530
the name of Cofreés, reigned till near the clofe of
the fixth century ; he was a Prince of eminent
virtues, fortunate in war, and illuftrious in peace.
MAHOMED, who was born in his reign, calls
him The juf King, a title more honourable than
that of Great, which we are apt to beftow fo
wantonly upon the oppreflors of mankind. All
the moral writers of Perfia, and principally Sdds,
in his Bofidn, or Garden, and Fdmz, in his Beba-
riftan, or, Manfion of the Spring, are fond of
reciting ' the maxims of this Monarch, and of
illuftrating their leflons of morality by his ex-
ample.

ﬂ' -
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His fon Hormiz was far from imitating his
father’s virtue; he was at laft dethroned by his
General Baharam, whom fome authors reckon

among the Kings of Perfia.

KHOSRU PARVIZ* was amagnificent and
amiable monarch : he fought againit the Greck
Emperors with great fuccefs, but was at length
defeated by Heraclius. He1s {aid to have mar-
ried a daughter of the Emperor Maurice, named
Irene : the Perfians call this princefs Shirin, or
Sweet, and the progrefs of her love for Parviz
furnithed Nezdmi, and other poets, with the
fubject of an entertaining Romance ; they tell
us that a certain Statuary, named Ferbad, was
in love with the fame lady, and pierced through
the heart of a large mountain, either to %ratif}r
his miftrefs, or to employ his melancholy hours.
There is an elegant couplet of 7dm: on this cele-
brated Beauty and her lovers : When Shirin,
fays he, cpened her lips, that fhed fweetnefs around,
She flole the beart of Parviz, and the foul .of Fer-
had {.

This prince is faid to have reccived a letter
from Mahomed, inviting him to embrace the new
fect of the Arabians ; but, as he was extremely
addicted to the popular religion of his country,
he tore the letter with great dildain.

b e
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Parwiz, if we believe the Eafterns, was a lover 4. D. sgo.
- of Mufick, and a patron of thofe who profeficd
that art: his chief Mufician was Bardid, who
compofed a favourite tune called Aurengi, or
Royal, and invented a fort of lute, known by his
name ; whence M. d’Herbelot fuppofes, a little
‘too haftily, that the Greeks formed- their word
Barbiton, not refletting, that Anacreon and Ho-
race ufed that word many ages before the birth
‘of Parviz. The Perfians, like the ancient Greeks,
call their mufical modes, or Perda’s, by the names
of different countries or cities, as the mode of
Ifpahan, the mode of Irak, the mode of Hejiz,
or the Arabian mode. Whether thefe medes,
Like ours, mean a fucceffion of founds relating by
Juft proportions to one principal note, or only a par-
ticular fort of air, it has not been in my power
to learn. If we may argue from the foftnefs of
the Perfion language, the firong accentuation of
the words, and the tendernefs of the fongs
which are written in it, we may con¢lude that
the Perfians muft have a natural and affectin
.meclody, which is, certainly, true mufick; but
they feem to be very little acquainted with the
Theory of that fublime art: and, indeed, the
Europeans knew as little of it, till it was ex-
plained to them by Rouffeau of Geneva, who has
written upon the fubject like a Philofopher, an
Artift, and a Man of Tafte. '

After the death of Parviz, the Empire began 4. D. 623
to decline : the five Princes, and the two Queens,
who fucceeded to Shirdieh, or Sirces, as they
avere eminent neither in peace nor in war, are not
worthy of a place in Hiftory,

[E]  The
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. THE MAHOMEDAN DYNASTIES.

L OMAR was fucceeded by a race of Califs, the
Popes of Afia, who aflumed at once a regal

- and a pricltly charadter, the one as conquerors
of Perfia, and the other as {fucceflors of Maho-
med. The family of OMMIA preferved their
power and dignity ; but, under the Loufe of
ABBAS, the Califate was reduced to a thadow

of fovereignty, and their Empire was divided

among a number of fmfepma’:rzt rincess

The divifion of the Empire prepared it for

~ diffolution ; the fons of GENG HIZ, who led a
numerous army of Tartars over the Oxus, found
the conqueit GZP.-:-{"/&I an eafy tatk. Itis related,
that Holagu, a Mogu! prince, who put an end to
the Califate in the thirteenth century, was in-
cited to befiege Bagdad by the great aftronomer
Naffireddin, who had taken offence at the Calif’s
behaviour to him; fo that the fubverfion of a
fplendid Empire was owing to the refentment
of a private Philofopher ¥. The Genghizians
were followed by T/MUR, improperly calied

" Tamerlane, whofe dominions extended from the
Gapges to the borders of Muftovy, and from the
Archipelago to the frontiers of China ; which
kingdom he was beginning to invade at the time
of his death. The metropolis of his Empire

® M, 47 Herkbelos treats this aneciote as a fable,

(E 2] was
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was Samarcand, a rich and flourifhing city, the
ancient Maracanda, {ituated in the beautiful
valley of Sogd, about a day’s journey from Cafb,
the place of his birth. At the opening of the fif-
teenth century, net many months before his
death, he celebrated the nuptials of his fons and

- grandfons by a fumptuous feftival in a delightful

plamn called Génigul *, or The Treafury of Rofes.
All the riches of Xerxes and Danus, of which
our hiftorians talk {o extravagantly, were trifling
in comparifon ef the jewels and gold exhibited
on this occafion.

~ His vaft pofleflions were inherited by the il-
huftrions SHAHRORH, who diftributed them
among his children. In his reign the princes
of the BLACK RAM grew very powerful and
mfolent ; they were, however, reduced: by
UZUN HASSAN, or Hgflan the Tall, who was
the fixth king of the WHITE RAM, and {ub-
dued many provinces of Perfia, but was defeated
by Sultan Mahomed II. who took Conftantinople
in the middle of the fifteenth century. Thefe
two families were diftinguifhed by the Rams of
different, colours, which were painted on their
enfigns.

The fons of Haflan weakened their Empire by
their violent diffenfions ; and, in the beginning.
of the fixtcenth century, left it open to 7S MAIL,
whofe grandfather Funcid had married a daughter
of Haflan. This prince is confidered as the
founder of the Sefi family, but his. anceftor
~HEIKH SEFI was the true caufe of its rife.

E u!j’ u U"’
Th
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The ftory of that fingular man deferves to be
told at full length.  When Timur returned to
Perfia, after his victories in Syria,  he pafled
through Ardebil, a large city of Media. Therc
lived at that time in this city a man named
Seficddiny ot the Purity of Religion, by contrattion
Sefi, who was much refpected by the Citizens,
" as a Philofopher of fingular virtue and piety,
and a reputed defcendant from the prophet Ali.
' The Tartarian Conqueror, who was not inferiour
to Alexander, vifited Sefi, who was far more be-
' nevolent than Diggenes ; and at that time Tamer-
- lane happened to iave with him a great number
of captives in chains, for the moft part natives
of Carmania, whom he had determined to put
to death upon fome publick occafion. He was
charmedwith the converfation of the philofopher,
and, like the Macedonian Hero, offered to give
him any thing he could defire. The Sage pomted
to the Captives, and entreated him o fave the
Jives of thofe young Carmanians who were in bis
train. Timur confented ; and gave them all toSefi
as his flavess but the virtuous old man fupplied
~ them with the neceflaries of life, and {fent them
to their native city. The families of thofe prifon-
ers, who were the principal men of Carmania,
retained fo grateful a fenfe of this benefit, that
they exprefled it in the moft extravagant man-
ner: they made it the bufinefs of their lives to
vifit their benefactor and to carry him prefents;
~ and even enjoined their children to pay the fame
refpect to the pofterity of this excellent man.
But all his deféendants had not his benevelencesy
and Ifmail employed. thefe wery Carmaniens 1y
raifing him to the throne of Perfia, and in fub-
ftituting the feét of Ali, his real or fuppofed

anceitor,

Ixig
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anceftor, to that of Omar, the acknowledged
fucceflor of Mahomed. . '

Hmail had many eminent qualities, but {ullied
them all by his deteftable cruelty. His fucceffors,
without excepting ABBAS, abfurdly called the
Great, were fuch a difgrace to human nature,
that an account of their lives would be more
. like a defcription of the Tigers in fome publick

collection of wild beafts, than a piece of hiftory:
almolt every day of their lives was diftinguithed
by fome horrid att of intemperance, luft, or
murder, aggravated with {fome new circum-
ftance of wickednefs: their very love was fierce
and inhuman, and they burned for the flighteft
offences the moft beautiful women of 4fia,
either becaufe they declined drinking a cup of
wine more than ufual, or interceded for fome
courtier in difgrace. At length the vein of in-
humanity feemed exhaufted in the family, and
left nothing behind it but an inconceivable ftu-
pidity. |

HUSSEIN, who reigned at the opening of this
century, was 2 weak Zealot; and, by committing
the management of his kingdom to Eunuchs
and pernicious Minifters, left it open to the
Savages who invaded it, and affaulted him cven
in his Metropolis. A barbarous nation, called
_Jffs'gam, or Avgans *, who inhabited the moun-
tains between Candahar and the river Indus,
rufhed like a torrent into Perfia, and tool If-
pahan after a violent fiege, under the command
of MAHMUD, fon of MIRVEIS, who, as all

* L:'JL’:’[ or w!«i.}!
Furope
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Furope knows, had fhaken off the Perfian yoke,
and governed Candahar for eight years %,

The kingdom of Perfia was reduced to a

deplorable ftate, when T/HMASP was raifed to
the throne, after the abdication of his father
Huffein, who was foon after murdered. Mahmud,
the Ufurper reigned in Ifpahan, and was fuc-
ceeded by his coufin 4/braft, who added to his
dominions the eities of Kom, Yezd, and Kazuvin.
The inhabitants of Candahar, the ancient Pare-
pamifus,and thofe of Herat or Ariana had thrown
off “their allegiance to the Sultan, having
eftablithed feparate and diftinét governments : i
the provinces of Ghilin, Kermin, and Pars,
feveral pretenders arofe at the head of con-
fiderable forces : the rebel Melek had made
himfelf mafter of Khorafan, ordered money
to be coined in his name, and wore the
diadem of Perfia; the Turks had fubdued great
part of Azarbigian or Medis, and all the diftricts
near the thore of the Ca/pian were in the hands
of the Ruffians. This was not all; a number

* Thefe dfgans were, probably, the Parepamifadz of the

“‘Ancients, whom @uintus Curtius defcribes mn the feventh
" book of his Life of Alexander, ‘¢ lpfe rex nationem, ne
. 4¢ finitimis quidem fuis fatis notam, quippe nullo commercie
“ colentem mutuos uflis, cum exercitu intravit, Paropa-
"¢t mifadx appellantur, a refte hominum genus, et inter
<t barbaros maxime inconditam.”  Curtius 1s extremely con-
fufed .in his Afiatick Geography ; but Pilemy rightdly places
. this nation with [udia on th=eaft, tbe Country of dria or Herat

on the weft, part of Khorafan on the north, and Zablefan, or
“Molén on the fouth. The Avgans are mentioued by AU
Yexdi in his life of 'Tamerlane. M. de Ja Croix, in his maps,
¢alls them Ouganis.

1 In Adrabick ) \4.;41 or, Mof noble,
vy
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of barbarous tribes, who inhabited the forefts
and mountains, joined in the general commotion,
and concurred to fill the whole Empire with
defolation and. rapine ; while the new Emperor,
who had fcarce common fenfe, was driven like
a fugitive from city to city, attended only by
a few troops, and fome Nobles as weak as
himf{elf,

__At this time a young man, named NADER-
KULI, or The Servant of the Wonderful, advanced
from the deferts bordering on the Cafpian Sea,
and attacked the enemies of his country. It'is
He, of whofe life and actions we propofe to give
a fuccint account in the following work.
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The war in Khorafan.

ADER KULI was born en Sunday, the
eleventh day of November in the year

1688, in a caftle named Deflegerd, about

fixty miles to the north of Mefbed, Capital of
Eﬁarafan His birth was neither eminently bigh,
nor contemptibly low 3 for his Anceftors feem to
~ have been the pnnmpal men of a Tartarian tribe,
called Affbars, who had formerly removed from
the Tranfoxan provinces to avoid the oppreflion
of the Moguls : their life was divided between
war, and paftoral amufements, and, like the
Arabs, they continued fo change their quarters
according to the mildnefs or ﬁwrrfy of the feafon.
- We may {uppofe, however, that his family was
not very confiderable, as the Perfian author
makesg
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makes a long apology for the obfcurity of his
extraction, and, in the manner of the Oriental
writers, throws out feveral poetical illuftrations
of what he had afferted, < that the cimeter
¢ acquires its merit from the natural excellence
¢ of its temper, and not from the mine, where
% 3t was formed; and that the diamond owes
“ mnot its fuperiority over all other jewels to the
¢ rock where it grew, but to its native bright-
“ nefs.” Let that be as it may, it is certain
that he was born with admirable parts, and
foon difcovered a peculiar genius for milita
cxercifes : even at the early age of fifteen years,
he gave many fignal proofs of his valour, in
every expedition that he was engaged in ; but
the firlt circumftance which promoted and dif-
tinguithed him, was his alliance with the Chief
of @ meighbouring tribe; a man of great power
and dignity, who had fignalized himfelf in
feveral wars with the nations of the adjacent
diltricts, and who then poffefled a firong hold
mear the city of Abidird : this chief was {o pleafed
with the dawning merit ‘of the young Nader-
kuli, that he gave him his danghter in marriage,
i preference to a croud-of competitors.

e was_thirty-one years old, when his fon
Rizakuli was born, whofe mother died five years
after; and Nader married the daughter of ano-
ther Chief, by whom he had two {ens Imdmbuli,
and Najralla. We muit not omit, that he had a
brothen named Zobeireddsula, who had alfo two
fons lbrabim and Ali : as thefe are the princi-
pal actors in the following Hiftory, the reader
muft keep them conflantly in his ‘memory, for
if he once lofe the chain of events in this nar-
rative, we are not anfwerable for any obfcurity

ke or
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. or confufion, that he may find in it; nor is it 4.0.1723
 lefs neceflary for him, to hold perpetually in his Nad- 36.
- mind the fituation of the provinces in Perfia, and

| the flate of thofe provinces, when Naderkuli began

. his caveer ¥. e

It wasin the thirty-fixth year of his age, that
- he formed the defign of delivering his Country
\ Jrom the tyrants, who infefted every part of it's
. and, knowing that he muft proceed gradually
in the executien of this great project, he began
it, by collefting under his banners a number of
. the tribes contiguous to his own, and perfecuted
| or deftroyed all thofe, who refufed to fupport
him in his enterprife. In a fhort time he had
affembled 2 body of refolute and warlike youths,
who were ftrongly attached to his interelts, and
| attended him faithfully through ail the changes
. of his fortune : with their afliftance he took
. pofleflion of Kelat, a Cafile very advantageoully
- fibuated, and made yet fironger by the help of art.

|
5
L_

i

T

The firft dangerous enemy that he determined

to cruth, was Melek, who had ufurped the large
.and beautiful province of Khorafan, or the Regron
| of the Sun: he was not yet flrong enough to
. repel this ufurper by force of arms; and was
. obliged to have recourfe to a bafe difltmulation,
. far below the natural greatnefs of his mind. He
- accepted the terms of amity, which Melek had
- propofed to him with a defign equally treach-
erous ; and they pafled fome time together with
every outward mark of friendfhip, whilft each
was {eeking an opportunity to circumvent and

® See the Introdudlion. ¥
B 2 . 0T

T
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4.D.1723. ruin the other: at length Naderkuli, perceving
I“*“J" 3% his danger in the court of the tyrant, determined
' to ftrike the firft blow, and formed a con-
fpiracy againft him, in which he failed by a

want of agility that feems incredible 3 for he had
agreed with his aflociates, that, while he and
Melek were engaged in the Afiatick exercife of
throwing the Gerid, or javelin, they fhould
“attack his guards, and leave him to hazard a
fingle combat with the Ufurper, but that they
fhould not ftir, till they {faw him feize the reins

of Melek’s horfe ; at a proper time he was
going to give the fignal, but in the burry of the
exercife, be miffed his aim, and Melek rode by
without perceiving his attempt, {fo that he re-
folved to defer his vengeance till another day :

but his great mind was not formed for the low

arts of deceit; and he was referved for a nobler
wictory over this tyrant. He foon difcovered his
errour, and, having retired from the court of

Melek to his own caftle, began to take meafures
for an open and vigorous war. |

Since his troops were as yet very little ufed
to fire-arms, and had only fought with lances
or fabres, he was obliged to ad with great
caution againft the artillery of Melek : he con-
ftantly avoided a decifive battle, but feized with
incredible vigilance every advantage that pre-.
{ented itfelf. He had, however, feveral engage-
ments with his enemies, in which he was gene-
rally victorious ; and he foon received a great
acceflion to his power, by the concurrent forces
of all the neighbouring tribes, and by the num-
ber of ftrong holds in the diftrict of Abiurd,
which he had taken either by compofition, or

by ftorm.
‘While
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While this young Adventurer was training his 4.0.1724.
new army to a kind of war, of which they had Nad: 37-
no idea before his time, the Sultan Tabma/p was
regaining a little ftrength, and making a fecble

effort towards the recovery of Khorafan; with
‘which view, he fent a detachment into that pro-
vince, under the command of Riza, a weak and
imprudent officer. This General was extremely
furprifed to hear on every fide the fame of
Nader’s exploits, and to find that he had forced
‘Melek to remain inactive within the walls of
Mefhed, againft which he had aétually led his
forces: he confidered, that the fuccefs of this
young man would entirely efface his own glory,
and render his expedition ineffectual ; accord-
ingly he fent him orders #o defift from bis enier=
prife, and to avoid an engagement with the rebels.
Naderkuli obeyed ; and, retiring to Abiurd,
left the field open for the General, not doubting
but that his fervice would foon be neceflary,
~ and that Riza would repent of having refufed
it : he was not deceived ; for Melek, being in-
formed of Nader’s retreat, aud knowing the
incapacity of Riza, fallied eagerly from lis in-
trenchments, defeated the Imperial army, and comi-
pelled the General 1o fly with a few of his guards.

Nader, upon this, prepared again for action,
and led his troops towards the city of Nijbapor,
which Melek had invefted ; but a mutiny, that
was raifed in his army, gave the rebels time to
puth the fiege with vigour, and the garrifon fur-
rendered the city to the tyrant. When Nader
had calmed the diffenfion of his tribes, he re-
{olved to hazard a battle, and met the encmy in
a plain near Mefhed ; but his foldiers were fo
harraffed by the mulketry of the rebels, that
. B 3 they
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they foon fled in confufion, and Nader himfelf,

attended only by two of his officers, retired to
Kelat, with indignation in his heart. It was
not long, before he reinforced his army in the

diitricts of Abiurd, and, marching at their head

towards Mefhed, incamped within a few' miles

of the city. Melek, elated with his former fuc--

cefs, advanced boidly againft him ; but Nader
was {0 animated by the fenfe of his late difgrace,
and the ardent defire of revenge, that he re-
folved to exert his utmoft powers, and ruthed

with a wild fury upon the rebels. - The engage-

ment was obftinate, and lafted with equal vio-
lence on both fides, from noon till funfet ; at
which time, Mclek, finding the greater part of

his army {lain, fled precipitately to an adjacent

A.D.x723,
Nad. 33,

fortrefs, leaving his ammunition and artillery
in the hands of the Conquerors. Nader was
prevented, by fome troubles in his little territory,
from -purfuing his conqueft at that time, and
Melek returned to Methed, full of madnefs and
defpair,

In the mean while, the Emperor was wander-
ing like an exile in the province of Mazenderan,
the ancient Margiara : he heard every quarter
ving with the name of Nader, and, being affured

that this young warriour had no other intent .

than to extirpate the oppreflors of his country,

he fent one of his minifters named Haflan Ali,
to compliment him upon his late victory, and

to defire the continuance of his help. - Nader

veceived this minifter with great dignity, de.
clared zhat bis intention wwas, toomit no Sep towards

reftoring the Sultan to bis Jormer power, and ac-

companied Haflan Al in his return through

part of Khorafan, in order to defend him fromy

any
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g any danger or infult. After this he refumed 4.p. z§35

- his arms, and toek feveral ftrong places by 2 Nad. 55.

'I

‘-\.

g
1
’
;

- fault, among which was the ancient city of Meru :
~ he enlifted the voung captives into his army,

~ and diftributed the fpoils among his own Af-

ihars $

The Sultan in the mean time was advancing
to Khorafan, with his fmall army commanded
by a General named Fetah Alr, and fent a fecond
meﬂ".l e to Nader, intreating him to join him

~ with 1115 forces : Nader fet out inftantly, and

met the Emperor, with whom he had a long
conference ; and on the feventh of September
1727, both armies marched towards Mcihed.

Koy s

During thefe tranfactions Melek had not been 4.p.1727,

idle: he had taken all the forts in the adjacent
diftricts, and laid wafte the habitations of all
the tribes that oppofed him; but, hearing that
Nader and the Sultan had-joined their torces,

- he was feized with fuch fear, that he returned

in hafte to the Capital of his province, and made.

Erepararimls for fuftaining the tempell, which
¢ faw impending over him.

About this time Fetah Ali, the commander
in chief, was accufed of difafiection, and put
to death by the Emperor’s order : though the
Perfian writer feems to acquit his Hero of any

Nad, ¢o:

concern in this accufation, yet we cannot help

fufpx,ct;ng that He was the contriver of it ; 1t
1s certain at leaft, that he was unmcdmtmy

. invelted with thc fupreme command of the

imperial army, which he excrcifed wupon
every occafion with great authority, dif-
poling of places and gowernments according
' B4 Lo
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4.D.1727. t0 his pleafure. He foon began to draw his

l'ad- 4o lines round the city, while Melek, bein

YN almoft driven to defpair, ‘made feveral bol
attempts to impede his progrefs, and often fallied
from the gates, but was, as often, repulfed with
great lofs, and was at length obliged to act
merely a defenfive part, When the fiege had
lafted near two months, the officers of Melek
deferted from him every day ; and one of them,
named Pir Mohammed, offered to deliver the
city to the befiegers, if the Sultan would grant
him a full pardon ; accordingly, he opened the
gates at midnight on the twenty-ninth of No-
vember, and Nader entered them at the head
of twelve thoufand men : moft of the garrifon
laid down their arms ; the reft were put to the
fword, and Melek, with a few of his chiefs, fled
to the citadel, where they made a fhort refiftance,
but at laft furrendered at difcretion. The rebels
were treated with lenity, and Melek, at his own
requeft, was permitted to' wear the babit of 4
Dervife, and to retire into a cell belonging to
the mofque of Riza, the fon of Mufa, a Maho-
medan faint, who was buried in the city of
Mefhed. The oflicer, who betrayed him, was
recompenfed for his fervice by a confiderable
government,

The Sultan entered his city in a kind of .
triumph, and a fbort interval of reft fucceeded to all
bis mifery,

Nader had made a vew that, if he took Methed,
he would caufe the dome of the facred mofque
to be gilt; he, therefore, employed the few
days of repofe after his fuccefs, in giving orders
for adding this ornament to the city, and at the

| : famg
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{ame time the ableft architeéts were engaged, by 4.D.1727.

his command, in raifing another dome equally Nad. 4o
{plendid. S—

By thefe aéts of affected piety, but of true
magnificence, he won the hearts of the populace,
and of his army ; but raifed in the courtiers and
minifters of the Sultan, that envy and malevo-
lence, which' ever accompany a confcioufnefs of
inferiour merit : they were perpetually infinua-
_ting to the credulous prince, that his General was
daring and ambitious, that bis power was already
out of all reafon, and that no authority whatever
would be able to controll him, if he were ale
lowed to purfue his prefent courfe. . Thefe fug-
geftions had fuch an effect on the Emperor, that,
when Nader had begun to march into an ad-
jacent territory, in order to reinforce his troops,
the imperial mandate was iffued to recall him.
Upon his difobedience the Sultan left Mefhed,
and, retiring in difguife to a neighbouring caftle,
fent circular letters to all the northern provinces,
in which be accufed bis General of bigh treafon,
and declared him a rebel. Thefe letters were
brought to Nader together with the news of
the Sultan’s retreat : he was moved with a juft
indignation at this ingratitude, but knowing
that gentle meafures would be ineflectual, he
led his troops againit the caftle, where Tahmaip
and his courtiers were concealed, and, upon
their difobeying his fummons, he laid fiege to
it in form. Soon after, a large fupply of
money and military ftores, which a Perfian
officer was bringing to the Sultan, was inter-
cepted by one of Nader’s commanders, and
brought to his camp: this lofs fo reduced
Tahmaip, that he was obliged to propofe ami-

cable
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A4.D.1727: cable terms to his General, and to promife that,
Nad- 400 if he would defift from hoftilities, himfelf and
“ " his court would return to Mefhed, and rely
for the future on the prudence of his conduét.

He accepted thefe terms; and reconduéled the
Monarch to his capital, with every outward

mark of refpect, but, in reality, with the higheft -
contempt beth of bis power and underftanding.

It is probable, that Nader conceived at this
time a defign of taking the government into
his own hands, and of extending his conquefts
even beyond the limits of the Perfian empire 3
for on the morning after his return to Mefhed,
he told his oflicers a dream, which he had, no
doubt, invented, and which they did not fail
to interpret according to his withes: * he
¢ dreamed, as he faid, that he faw a lake, in
¢¢ which were a large water-fowl, and a white
¢ filth with four horns; that his attendants
¢ {trove in vain to catch them, but that, when
“ He ftretched out his hand, he took them
“ with great eafe.” His adherents immediately
declared, according to an old proverb current in
Perfia, that, to dream of birds and fifb denoted &
certainty of arriving at fovereign powver 3 but the
circumitance of the four horns could not then
be explained by them, though they were af-
terwards fuppofed to portend the four kingdoms
of Perfia, India, Tartary, and Kharezm. No-
thing ihould be omitted in an Hiftory, which

1ay tend to place in a clear light, the cha-
racters of the principal perfons in it: we fee
by this hittle fact, that the fialleft arts of policy
were united in this fingular man, with all the
fiercenefs of heroifm ; and we fhall have oc-
cafion, in the courfe of our narrative, to men-
i {twon
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" tion the great influence, which he gained over 4.0.17:;.
his army by the fame artifice of forging a dream. Nad-4e.
This has been a common deceit of great ofliceis; i
as, in the fiege of Tyre, we are told, that Alex-
ander encouraged his foldiers, by afluring them
that Hercules had appeared to bim in a dream,
and, taking him by the hand, had led him nto

the City *.

Nader was not fuffered to remain a long time £.p.17:8.
inadive: the inconftant and mutinous nation Nad-&.
of the Curds, privately fupported by the minifters
of the Sultan, bad taken arms, and driven his
brother Zoheireddoula into a caftle, wherethey kept
him under a clofe blockade. He fourid no great
difficulty in reducing thefe rebels : he was able
to encounter any open force whatever; but he
was at the fame time attacked by more fecret
and more dangerous enemies. Melek, who, as
it has been faid above, had refired into the cell
of a dervife, was employing all his art to in-
cite the Tartars, that inhabited the city of
Meru, to rebel againft Nader; and the Courd
affifted him in thefe intrigues ; while the Emperor,
eicher through folly or malignity, but, certainly,
with an excefs of ingratitude, rejoiced at the
{torm, which he th{)ugt]’lt ready to break over the
head of his Deliverer: but the defigns of
Melek were difcovered ; and Nader, finding him
no lefs dangerous in a cell than in the field, de-
termined to put him to death, and difpatched

# Q. Curt. lib, 4. cap. 7. At ille, haudquageam rudis
¢rafandi militares animes, fpeciem fibi Herculis in fomno
oblatam efle pronuntiat, dexteram pnrrigemis: illo duce,
illo aperiente, in wrhem intrare fe vifum.

one
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4.D.1p28.0ne of lis attendants for that purpofe, who

Nad. 41.

ladly undertook the office, {ince a brother, whom

Ee tenderly loved, had been unjuftly flain by
Melek during his government of Khorafan,
This Ufurper was a bafe, perfidious, artful ty-
rant; he had been governor of Segeftan, but
removed into Khorafan, when the Afgans in-
vaded Perfia, and was delighted with the ruin
of his country, as it gave him an opportunity
of raifing himfelf to abfolute power.

Nader had now recovered a great part of the
fineflt province in the Perfian Empire; and he
refolved to bring the whole of it to fubjection,
before he carried his arms into the Weft. As to
the Sultan, he neither feared nor regarded him :
he thowed him, indeed, a great deal of out-
ward refpect, but acted in all his affairs with
a fovereign authority; for he well knew that
nothing could injure him, while he was at the
head of thirty thoufand hardy foldiers, who
were firmly attached to his intereft, as well
from the veneration, which his amazin g courage
extorted from them, as from the hope of {tharing
the fruits of his victories.

On the twenty-feventh of July, he fet out
upon an expedition againft the Afgans, who had
by this time penctrated into the heart of
Khorafan : thofe banditti fled precipitately from
his army, which advanced, as the poet fays,
Like a flame that confumes all before it. He came
in a few days to one of thofe vaft deferts of
fand, that are {o frequent in Afia; where,
mounted on a camel, with a lance in his hand,
he led his foldiers without intermiflion, and

held in common with them the toil and danger
of
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of thefe fatiguing marches. He arrived on the £.D s723,
ninth of September at a fortrefs called Behadin, Nad4"
which he took by ftorm, together with many h
other firong holds : but the caftle of Senciz

ave him more trouble ; the governor made an
obftinate refiftance, and would not furrender till
the twenty-fecond, after having fuftained a
vigorous fire from the Perfian artillery. One
~ day he was ftanding by a canon of an enormous
fize, and giving dircftions to his engineers;
fome accident called him away, and he had
fcarce ftepped three paces from the canon, be-
fore it burft, and the fplinters of it killed fe-
yeral foldiers, and one officer of diftinétion,
who ftood near it in the place, whichNader had

- juilt left.

On the day after the taking of Sencin, he
had notice, that feven or eight thoufand Afgans
were marching from Herat to the relief of the
- Governor : Nider immediately advanced to
meet them, and encamped towards evening
in a plain called Abadcaf. It was not, how-
ever, his intention, to come to a decifive battle
with thefe dauntlefs favages, “whe had been
trained to war by a long courfe of rapine and
havock ; he meaned only to harrafs them by
flight fkirmithes, and to enure the Perfians by
degrees to confront a nation, which they had
been ufed to confider as fomething more than
human. Agreeably to this defign, he placed his
forces behind ftrong intrenchments, and never
acted offenfively till he difcovered fome favorable
opening, but on the moment that he perceived
any weaknefs in the enemy, he fallied out at the
head of a light-armed troop, which conftantly

gained fome advantage, and refurned io therr
coti
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companions, wondering at their own fuccefs. Tn
this manner he contrived to exercife his whole
army by turns, and, having kept the Afgans
in play for four days, he made a general at-
tack : the fhock was violent; and they, who
were too much exhaufted to  refift it, fled in
confufion to Herat, whence they came. Nader
referved the reduction of that City for fome
future occafion, and, thinking it imprudent to
purfue the Afgans too far, returned to Methed,
where the battle of Abadeaf greatly increafed his

glory.

His domeftick foes were more obftinate, more
mfidious, and more dangerous: in the field he
oppofed valour to valour; in the palace he was
obliged to contend with envy, folly, and ma- |
levolence. The Sultan and his minifters were
perpetually foliciting him to undertake the re-
covery of Ifpakin, and to march direftly againft
that city: it was vain for him to alledge, that
there were flill many defperate enemies in the
midit of Khorafan, that the inhabitants of
Ferat were fiill very refrattory, and that it was
too carly for {o diftant an expedition. They
affected to confider thefe prudent remonftrances
as a refufal to comply with the Emperor’s re-
queft ; they even intimated, that his unwilling-
nefs to inveflt lpahan proceeded from Jome difloyal
intention, and fpread a report through the pro-
vinge, that Nader was Seripped of all his honors,
and had no longer a [bare in the government. This
diflenfion went fo far, that a “civil war feemed
ready to break out: the Sultan left Mefhed a
{econd time, together with his courtiers, and,
taking the road of Mazenderan, affaulted and
feized a caftle belonging to a tribe of Nader’s

firmeft
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firmeft adherents. The General was foon in- 4.p.17ss.
| formed of their motions and advanced in hafte Nad-4r.
to the caftle, where he defired an explanation
of this proceeding ; ‘but they ordered the gates
' to be fhut and refufed to admit him. He
made” immediate preparations for a fiege, and
his artillery had aétually begun to play, when
. the Emperor came in perfon to Nader, and, in
an abjet manner, made an apeligy fir the bebawvi-
our of his munifters ; Nader afieéted to be con-
| winced of his fincerity, and returned with him
. to Mefhed, but prevented his having any fur-
. ther intercourfe with the confederates, who were
. obliged to’lie concealed, till the ftorm was 1n
fome meafure abated. '

It may be thought ftrange, that Nader, who
had a powerful army at his diipofal, and had

. been fo ill rewarded for his fervice. did not at
this time aflume the mame of LEmperor, or at
leaft -of Proteclor, to which laft he was jultly
entitled : he could not be weak enough to re-
fpect an obftinate idiot, becaufe the accident of

~ a royal birth had placed him upon a throne,
- which he difgraced: but he defpifed his weak-
nefs ; and he knew how little the wvarn name of

King could add to his power, which was alread

as great as he could defire. He acted, indeed,
as Sovereign upon every occafion, and about
this time {ent an ambaflador in his own name
to the court of Ruflia, demanding in high terms
the reftitution of Ghilan, a province famed for
its rich filk, which Peter I, who was defirous of
engrofling the dominion of the Cafpian lake,
had wreited from Tahmafp in the year 1723;
when he penetrated into Perfia, on a pretence
of fupporting the Sultan Huflein againft Mglﬁli-

| mud,
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mud, who had jult made himfelf mafter of
I{fpahan.

On the tenth of March was celebrated the
feftival called Nurfiz, in which the ancient
Perfians ufed to folemnize the Sun’s entrance into
the Ram, and the return of the wvernal feafon.
The General entertained the populace with
fumptuous thows, gave fplendid feafts to the
Nobles, and chief men of his army, and dif-
tributed among his foldiers the prizes, that he
had won in his late expeditions: in thefe lar-
gefles he wilely proportioned the value of his
gifts to the degree of courage, which he had
obferved in .his men; a noble example of at-
tention in a General, which fhould be followed
by all great commanders, as, by exciting a
warm emulation in an army, it might raife
their troops te the glory of the old. Spartan and
Roman legions.

Nader now prepared for bis expedition again/t
Herat, and, leaving Mefhed on the twenty-fourth
of April, encamped in the plains of 7im; a fmall
town, famous for being the birth-place of Nour-
eddin, thence called #imi, a moft {pirited and
lively poet, who flourifhed, in the middle of
the fifteenth century, with a great reputation for
wit and genius.

Herat, the Aria of Ptolemy, is a city of
Khorafan, frequently mentioned in the hiftories
of the Faft: it is pleafantly fituated, and was
remarkable for the delightfulnefs of the gar-
dens which furrounded it, before it was laid
wafte by the violence of war; it had been

plundered by the two greateft warriors of
z Alia,
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Afia, Genghiz and Tipiir, and was now referved 4 Daryig,

" for the arms of as defperate a foldier: the hif- Nd-4-
torians of Herat mention this circumftance, as =~
fome alleviation to the miferies which they have
fuffered, as if the {plendid name of an oppreflor
could give any cafe to the opprefied.: In the

‘year 1722, fo fatal to the Sultan Hufiein, there

was a violent infurrection in this city ; the in-

- habitants perfifted for five years in oppofing the
power of the Emperor, and had eleéted an Af-

' gan governor named Allayar. In a few days

Nader reached the city, but had been forced to

- open his way to it, by making a pailage through

the numerous forces of the rebels ; he con-

- ftantly defeated them in all his-engagements, in
which he behaved with a perfonal valour, that

" ftruck an awe into his whole army, who began

to look upon him as {fomething above a mortal ¢

“he ufually charged at the head of his cavalry, and
carried a general terrour wherever he moveds

yet in all his battles, he received only a {light

- wound 1n his foot from the point of a javelin.

Allayir, who expefted a {peedy fupply from
- the governor of Ferah, contrived to gan time
by propofing terms of agreement on one day,
and retracting them on the next; in the mecan
. while Nader had invefted the City, and was
making preparations for a regular ficge: the
commander of Ferah had, indeed, fent a body
of men with ammunition and artillery to Al-
layar ; but they were intercepted by the Per-
fians, their military ftores taken, and themfelves
forced to fly with precipitation; which when
Allayar difcovered, he came with his chiets and
all the magiftrates of the city, to the tent of
the General, making the moft {olemn vows of
| G ful-
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#.D.1729. fubjeftion and obedience: Nader accepted his

Nad. 4z2.

offers, and fuffered him, rather imprudently,
to continue in his government ; after which he
returned towards Mefhed, and entered it inm
triumph on the twenty-fecond of June. On
his return he found the fame weaknefs in the
Sultan, and the fame malignity in his courtiers ;
but he appeafed them in fome meafure by a
promife, which be made, of advancing in a few
months againf? Ifpaban ; where Afbraf, a coufih
of the tyrant Mahmiid, then reigned with all
the infolence of an Ufurper.
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SEGCTHRON

The war againé the Afgans,

Q

ADER was forming a plan of ope- 4.D.1755.

rations againft the Afpans, and doubt- ™43
ing what courfe to purfué}} when the impru~ ~ :
dence of Afbraf, who had fucceeded to Mah=
mud in the abfolute government of lipahan,
brought his defigns at once to maturity; for
' the wufurper, hearing of Nader’s expedition
againft Herdt, imagined that he had a fair op-
portunity in his abfence to plunder Khoraian j
on the borders of which he arrived on the thirtieth
of Fuly. The Perfian general, having notice of
his arrival, ordered all his forces to be in readi-
nefs, and his beft artillery to be brought into
the field ; but he was not able to leave Mefthed
till the beginning of September, at which time he
advanced with great rapidity, and reached a
fortrefs, which an officer of Afhraf was befieg-
ing. The Afgan raifed the fiege at his approach,
and retreated precipitately to a plain called
Mehmandoft ¥, whither he was followed by
Athraf, who encamped on the banks of a {mall
Triver.

On the twentieth, Nader appeared before
them in order of battle; he drew the flower of

——

* In Perfian Wyw J(.} L;.JL:'&* or The Fricnd of Gueffse
C2 his
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A D.1729. his afmy into a compad phalanx, ordering them

Nad.42. to keep their ground in a moft profound filence,
that they might hear his orders to-a moment:
his voice, as a man, who heard it at the fiege
of Bagdad, informed one of my friends, was
uncommonly clear and firong. The Afgans
were marching towards him with great hafte,
but with more {pirit than regularity ; they then
unfolded their front to right and left, and formed
three divifions, in hopes of enclofing his treops,
and attacking them in flank. Nader perceived
their defign, and, in order to fruftrate it, covered
the fides of his phalanx with his artillery.
Afhraf ruthed onward, hoping to finke a pa-
nick into the Perfians, and miftaking, perhaps,
their wonderful compofure and folemn {ilence
for a want of refolution to attack him; his
army were juft within mufket-fhot of the enemy,
when Nader gave the word, and the Perfians
fired with great fteadinefs, marching at the {fame
time with incredible order. Afhraf, httle ex-
pecting to meet with fuch a check, was alarmed
and difconcerted ; his troops were thrown into
diforder ; his ftandard-bearer was killed by his
fide ; the Perfian phalanx ftill advanced like 2
column of fire, ftriking down whole lines
at every difcharge; and at length the ufurper
fied with the few Afgans that remained, and
took the road of Ifpahan. The General would
not fuffer his men to purfue the Afgans, buj
promifed to indulge their eagernefs on the fir/t oc-
cafion, and returned to his camp in the fame
order, without any unmeaning ‘clamours or
marks of inconfiderate joy. .

After this victory, Nader fent an ambaflador
to the Turkifh court, infifting upon the reftitu-
tion: ||
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- tion of Azarbigian or Media, and giving plain 4.D.1725.
hints, that he {hould foon be able to {eize it by hz“i‘f:'
force, 4f they paid no attention to his jult de-

. ‘mand,

A violent enmity had ever {ubfifted betwecn
the Perfians and Turks, which, indeed, could
hardly be avoided between two nations, who
were always difputing, either about their fron-
tiers, or on fome poimnt of religion; and ¢ach
of whom, as it generally happens, was jealous
‘of the other’s glory. Othman, from whom the
Turkith Emperors take their name, was very
formidable to the princes of Perfia at the clofe
of the thirteenth century, and Alaeddin, {o-
“wereign of Lycaonia, was forced to fecure his
alliance, by giving him the rank of his com-
mander in chief, and inciting him againft the
- .Greelss :  his defcendants enlarged their Em-
pire; and their hatred to the Perfians was in-
creafed, when a party, who aflerted the right
of Ali to the Califate, oppofed them in every
part of Afia, and thwarted all their de-
figns. When the fect of the Alides was intro-
duced among, the Perfians by the family of
Sefi, the Turks affected to treat them as a de-
teftable fa@ion, which the name of Shiahs im-
plies, and the Mufti never failed, when the
Porte was inclined to declare war aganit
them, to affert, that it would be a merit in the
army of the Faithful, to fbed the blood of fuch
improus Hereticks : but they rejoiced at the {chifm
which they pretended to deteft : while the Per-
fians continued to acknowledge the fucceflion
of Omar, they had a right, and were bound,
indeed, by their religion, to make a yearly
vifit to Mecca ; fo that, under the pretence of

C 3 a pu-
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A-D.ayg a pilgrimage, they 'might lead a numerous

Nad-42. army through the heart of the Turkifh em-
pire; but lfmailsmagined; that, by transferring
the fcene of this religious ceremony from Ara-
bia, o the tomb of Ali in his own dominions, he
fhould caufe a confiderable fum of money to
be circulated every year in his kingdom, inftead
ot being carried to that of his natural enemy.

Sclim I..an aclive and enterprifing monarch,
-made this herely of Hmail, a pretext for in-
vading Perfia, and pufhed his conqueft with
great rapidity = his fon, the warlike but unfor-
tunate Soliman II. was equally fuccefsful in his
expeditions againft the Sultan Tahmafp I. who
had firlt protected, and afterwards betrayed, the
Prince Bayaxid, Son of Soliman by the Ruflian
captive, Roxolana : His fucceflors engaged in
many bloody wars with the race of Sefi, and the
city of Bagdad had been a fubje@ of perpetual
contention between them, from the fixteenth
century to the middle of the prefent.

In the year 1703 Ahmed IIL. ¥, the twentg-
third Emperor of the Turks, was placed on t

throne in the room of his brother Muftafa, who
lot his diadem by preferring the decifions of
the Mufti to the good will of his generals: he
was depofed with the Alcoran in his hand, and
confined till his death in the feraglio. His bro-
ther, fenfibly refletting that the authors of one
revolution would have the power to caufe ano-
ther, gave piivate orders for the chief officers

s

* In Arabick d‘-;—ht or The moff avorthy of praife :
the letter 2 marks the fupﬂrla:.ivc degree in that language.

of
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of the Janiffaries to be feized one by one, and 4.D.1734,
thrown by night into the fea; but he left his Nad-42-
work unfinithed : if, like Peter I. he had en-

tirely broken that formidable militia, he might

have avoided the terrible event which happened
twenty-feven years afterwards, in confequence

of Nader’s victories.

When Perfia was torn in pieces by the ras
vages of Mahmud, and the Czar was fecuring
to himfelf three of its fineft provinces, Ahmed,
eager to fhare the ruins of his rival’s empire,
{eized the rich province of Azarbigian ; and, as
he had an immoderate love of riches, divided it
into diftricts, and fold them, as military fiefs,
to his janiflaries, who were determined to keep
them, and heard with difdain the demand of the
new Perfian General.

Nader in the mean time was purfuing
Afhraf, and obferving all his motions: in one
of his excurfions he difcovered a body of
Afgans, who were encamped in a very ad-
vantageous fituation. It was a narrow pafs,
called Serdekhbar, between two mountains, upon
which the Afgans had planted their artillery s
in a place like this, before the invention of fire-
arms, a {fmall number of refolute men might
have ftopped an whole army: but the Perfians
attacked the enemy with fuch vigour, that they
left their poft, and fled to Afhraf; who, grown
more cautious fince his defeat, retreated with
all his forces to Hpahan, where he maflacred moft
of the inhabitants in cold blood, and, among them,
a number of learned men, who had retired from
the world, and hoped to clofe their days i a
ftudious tranquillity,

C4 Ile
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He {foon, however, recovered his fpirits, and, -
having raifed 2’ numerous army, advanced to a
plain called Moxche khort*. It was late in the
evening, on the twelfth of November, when
Nader came in fight of .the enemy, and, refolv-
ing to lofe no time,” while: the Afoans retained
an imprefiion of his valour, he ordered a body
of Curds to attack their advanced guard: they
fought with ‘great vefolution ; flew about four
‘huondred cof the rebels, and returned at night
with feveral prifoners, who ‘gave notice that @
Turtifh general, governor of Hamadan, had joined
Afhraf with a formidable army. This picce of

antelligence was very unexpected, and the Turks
Aeem to have violated the law of nations, in
‘taking the. field without @' formal deciaration of
«war'y or without giving:any-anfwer to'the Per-

fian ambaflador : the circumftance was the more
alarming to Nader at this junéture, as he was by

_.no.means ‘prepared ‘to 'enga§e*with' {o powerful

an enemy ; he retired, therefore, to his tent, and
pajed the night withoup [leep in‘a great agitation of

~mind. At break 'of day he advanced towards the

Afgans, who, together with the Turks, were
cncamped on an eminence : when 'he had
almoft reached 'the foot of the hill, he turned
afide, and pretended to bend his courfe fowards
Ifpahan, hoping by this'motion to draw Afhraf
from his intrenchments ; but the ufurper, hav-

Ang acquired fome degree of prudence from the

battle of Mehmandgft, remained firm in” his fia-
tibn.  Nader continued his feigned march, and
retiring at a proper diftance, difcovered a part

of the enemy’s chmp 'which feemed to be

LT

a
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-n:n:w ill deéfended + he inftantly fent a refolute

officer with the artillery to ’ntack it, while him-
{elf, at the head of his cavalry, pmpamd to
receive the Afgans, if they fhould be forced, as
he expeéted, to give him ‘battle. His pmjf:&

« fnecceeded ¢ his officer made awgurc:us affault,

drove the ‘enemy into the plain, and, hzwmg
feized their cannon, continued to harr;l.fs them 1n
the rear, while Nader met tliem' in front with
‘equal alacrity. A general aétion enfued, which
lafted for feveral hours; and this, mdeed was
ithe firft decifive battle, in ‘which N&d{‘:l had

‘been Engaged he was ﬁghtmg agamﬂ: two

great armies, and muft either, by gaining the
dield, recover lpahan from the rebels, or, by

lofing it, muft abandon all his projeds, and be
veduced to nothing :

no vulgar prize they play,

No vulgar vidtim muft reward the da

Such as in races crown the fpeedy ﬁnk}; 5
The prlze contended was great Heélor’s llfe ¥*,

" At noon the Turks began to give way; which
- Nadery who lof no adwvantage that. offered itfelf,

1mmedntﬂly obferved, and pufhed his troops

“agamit them fo wgnmuﬂy, that they had re-
courfe to flight, and were {foon followed by their

alliess a gzcat numbcz of Afgans and Turks were

- made prifoners ; the former of whom, as rebels,

were referved for a publick execution at Ifpahan,

~ but the latter were treated with lenity, and fent
back to their quarters at Hamadan.

y
e

* Pope’s Tliad. Book XXII, 207,
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Afbraf, breathing nothing but fury and res
venge, returned to I{pahan with bitternefs in
his heart: he there called together his few ad-
herents, and fled in the evening towards Shiraz.
the Perfians, who dwelled in the diftrifts near
Mpaban, crouded into the city, which was
firipped of inhabitants, but full of treafures,
the collected plunder of many years, which the
rebels had not time to carry with them : thefe
opprefled natives had now a kind of new life

anfufed into them, by the departure of their

oppreflors, and immediately fent intelligence to
Nader of Afhraf’s flight; upon which he ad-
vanced to Ipahan, and entered it in triumph.
He foon after fent the Sultan an account of his

wictory, and invited him to fit on the throne

of his anceftors in the metropolis of their Em-
pire.

Tahmafp came with all poflible hafte, and
reached the city on the twentieth of December.
Hpahan foon recovered its ancient {plendour: it
was decorated on all fides with a profufion of
ornaiments, and forty days were {pent in plea-.
fures and entertainments ; but'the perfon, who!
fcemed the leaft pleafed in the whole metropolis,,
and who had reafon, to be the moit fo, was:

. #he Sultan bimfelf : he often heard Nader talking;
~of bis defign to return into Khorafan, and, con-

fcious of his own weaknefs, he forefaw that he:
fhould be expofed to his enemies without the!
continued fupport of his deliverer. In a fulll
council, therefore, of the Nobles and Generals,,
he renewed his inftances, and entreated Nader
to ftay at Iipahan till he was firmly feated oni
the throne. “All the officers declared, #hat his
Majejly ought to be contented with the great ad=

VANEAZES gy
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wantages, which Nader bad already procured bim, A.D.172q.
‘without oppofing his reafonable defigns ; they added, Nad- 4
that his Majefty ought to raife an army of Perfians,
and difmifs the Khorafanians, whe had ferved him
Je faithfully ; for that, if bis miniflers were refolved
to thwart their General Nader in all his projes,
they could not be refponfible for any calamity that
‘might enfue. The Sultan was {o provoked with
thefe remonftrances, that be fore from bis head
a little coromet, which he ufually wore, and threw
it upon the ground. Nader, in order to pacify
him, was obliged to promife, that he would be
at hand to aflilt him at any warning, and that
¢ he would not return to Meifhed, till he had
¢ wholly extirpated the race of the 4fgans, and

¢ driven the Turks from the weftern borders of
« Perfia.”

It would, indeed, have been dangerous for
the Sultan, to have been left at this jun&ure.
Alhraf ewas collecting firength in Shiraz, and had
allembled a number of barbarous tribes, refolving
to make a laft and defperate attempt. Nader
was foon apprifed of his motions, and met him
at a place, called Zercan, where he cut moft of
his troops to pieces, and forced him, with his
general Seidal, to fly towards Candabar. His
approach was foon learned by Huwffein, Prince of
that country, whofe brother Mahmud had been
murdered by Afhraf: the I'rince, therefore, put
- him to death, juftifying his a& by the law of
- retaliation, but received Seidal into his City,
and gave him the command of his troops. Adhraf
feems to have been a perfeét barbarian, furious,
bloody, and implacable ; his life had been a
a conitant feries of aflaflinations and maflacres,
and, in his laft moments, he ordered his women

to
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AD.1730.
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R c-t * Rocnabdd ! for its waters fupply us with.
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h*fnds c.-f his-enemies.

-A*ftf:r the battle of Zercan, Neder gave a re-

‘markable proof of his penetration, and fhowed

kil in feeing through the learts of men. Among
‘the ﬂf an prrfq oners, whom he intended to put fo
'death at Ifpaben, he oblerved one Melazafrin,
‘on whufe countenance he faw the'marks of fury
‘and ‘defpair fo ftrongly imprinted, that he’ pri-
‘wately told his officers to keepa watchful -eye
upon him, if they hoped to carry him alive :
‘but they were negligent of this order ; and, as
they ‘were paffing over a bridge, their captive
Wiclazafran leaped ﬁ.:rfde?f{}f into tge rz-uer, and was
“drowned.

As foon as Nader heard the fate nf A{hraf
the advanced to Shiraz; whére he'diftributed i‘.ht':
waft-riches of the Afgans among his. officers and
{uldiers, proportioning his rewards to the dif-
ferent degrees of valour, which he had obferved

r iV

CIQHIRAZ s a city of. Perfia properly. ﬁ:t
vcalled : it was the birth-place of many illuftrious
~:men, among whom were. the poets Hafez and |
Sdef;, of whoie works there are -many fine copies |
“in our publick libraries. There is a beautiful ode -
‘of Hatez in honour of his native city, which
‘begins with thefe lines : ¢ Hail, Shiraz, delight-
¥ {'ul]}r fituated | May heaven prcﬁ:rve her from
““iruin | May ' the Al:mghty defend our ftream

6 length;

-

- * Roerabed was the name of a very clear nvulet._. whlch
ﬂ":'w-v! by a u,haf}h] called M:y’&ﬂa, near Sbiraz, where then

posts.

AW,
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« length of days *. The gale, fcented with 4.D.1730.
« ambergris, breathes between 7dferabid and "¢ 43+
‘<« Mofella. Come to Shiraz, and aik a profufion. =%
¢ of the facred fpirit from its inhabitants, who
¢ gre perfectly virtuous. How fhould the fugar
<« of Egypt be brought to Shiraz, without beng
‘¢« furpatled by the fweetnefs of our fair dam-
4 deld |

f

"N

« A
 The Perfians have fo high a veneration for
“the memony of this poct, that they give himp
the title of Divire ; and have a cuftom of* open-
ing his book of Odes, upon every remarkable
occafion, as our old fcholars ufed to open Virgil,
in order to gather fome omen from the frit
lines, which prefent themfelves.

When ' Nader and his oflicers were pafling by
.the tomb of Hafez, near Shiraz, one of the
company opened a colledtion of his poems, and,
either by accident or by delign, firlt cait thew
eyes upon the following Ode, which they applicd
- with one voice to the Conqueror: ¢ It is but
“ juft that thou fhouldit receive a tribute from’
% 31l fair youths, fince thou art the Sove--
< reipn of all the Beaunties in the univerfe :
« thy two piercing eyes have thrown Abata
< and Kheten into confufiony fndia and Chna
<« pay homage to thy curied ocxs. thy graceful

tpoets and philofophers of that city ufed tofit and compofe
their works, and which is ne lefs celebrated by their writers
than the Jiyfis and Ceplifus of the drhenians.

* Literally the life of Khexr : this Hero or Sage is faid, in
‘the Perfian romances, to haye gained immortality by drink-
‘ing (Abi heiat) the fountain of life. $ee MENINSKI in
the word ut

“ mouthe.
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“ mouth gave the ftreams of life to Khezr y thy.

>, % fugared lip renders the fweet reeds of Lgypt

¢ contemptible *.” ‘

At the feftival of Nurifz, a nobleman of high
rank was fent by the Sultan to Nader, with a
congratulatory letter upon his frefh victories, in
which he made him a grant of four provinces,
Kherafan, Mazenderan, Carman, and Seiftan, re-
quefting him to accept the title of Sw/tan, and
to wear a cliadem fet with jewels, which he re-
ceived at the fame time. The fame nobleman
brought a number of rich mantles, which
he prefented, in the Afiatick manner, to Nader’s
officers ; and he was attended by Abu’! Caffem, a
man of the Law, who had orders #o propofe a
marriage between Rizakuli, Nader's fon, and a
younger daughter of the late Shah Huflein. The
General accepted moft of thefe honours, but
declined bearing any title, which might only
rafe envy, without bringing any folid advan-

"

* In the fame manner, before his expedition againft
T anris, his friends confulted the poems of Hafiz, and, upon
opening the volume, found the following couplet : * O
““ Hafex, thou haft taken fraé and Pars with thy fweet
*¢ poetry ; come, for it is now the turn of Bagdad and
¢ Tauris.”” 'This is the laft couplet of the Ode, which be-
gins,

L—w).u.U/ r.}L_JJ U«S’Z.)a odly A:i'-))/l

Although the awine infpives us avith Joys and the gale featters tofes
arcund us, yet drink no more fothe fould of the lute, for the Cenfor
#s extreuely fevere,

tagc -
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tage : however, that he might pay his troops 4.2.1730:
with a princely liberality, he ordered money to M- “‘l
~ coined in his name in the province of Rhorafan;

by which a& he virtually aflumed the govern-

- ment of the whole Empire. It was at this time,

if ever, that he took the name Tabma/p Kulz, or,
Servant of Tahmafp, together with the title of

Ihan or lord ; though it 1s by no means certain,

that he was at all known by that name, which

is not once given to him by his Perfian hiftorian:

his favourite general, indeed, was named Tal-

mafp Kuli KKhan, and our merchants in Afia, who

were, perhaps, unacquainted with the true ftate

- of affairs, might eafily confound the titles of

thefe illuftrious friends.

When all thefe ceremonies were ended, Nader
led his army to Shufler, the ancient Sufir, Capital
of a Province to which it gives its name. Hae
an officer, whom Aflraf had fent to Con/flanss-
nople, and who was returning with an anfwer
from the Porte, threw himielf before the feet
of Nader, and gave him the letter of Sultam
Abmed to the nfurper, by which he clearly difco-
vered, that awar with the Turks could not poflibly -
be avoided. His own ambaflader alfo {fent word,
that be could not procure a direct anfwer from the
Tuarkith meniflers, wwith regard to the reftitution of
Avrarbigian, and that the Turks had committed °
many open alls of bofility. He foon found this
account to be true; and received intelligence,
that 2 numerous army, under the command of
Ofmin Pafha, was encamped near the city of
Hamadan : upon which he advanced, and vifered
them battle ; but, after a few difcharges of their
artillery, Ofman retreated towards the city,
where being joincd by Tumdr Pafia, Gﬁvem{;
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A.D.1730. of Van, he returned at the head of their united

Had: 43. forces, and met the Perfians in a plain, called

>l Miliir. Theve, is nothing fo tedious in general
as the defcriptions of battles, wulefs they difplay
Sfome flriking infiance of fagacity, or are diverfified
with [ome interefling events ; but, where a victory
15 ganed merely by fuperiour force or courage,
which is ufually the cafe in unpolithed nations,
it 1s diflicult to render fuch defcriptions either
inftrudtive or entertaining. In this place it will
be fufficient to fay, that Nader entirely defeated
the two Bafba’s, feized their artillery, together
with an immenfe booty, and entered the city of.
Hamadan without obftruction. The inhabitants
received ‘him with a tumultuous joy, and fen
thoufand Perfian captives, whom the Turks had
kept in chains, regarded him as a beneficent
power, fent for their delivery. '

Hamadan is a city of Parthia, firft built, if
we believe the Eaftern writers, by Darius, who
made it the {eat of his Empire. Its fituation is
greatly celebrated by the Perfians, who fre-
quently enlarge upon thé beauty of its walks
and gardens, and the clearneis of the rivulets,
by which they are watered. There is a valley
near the city, called Mawa/bin, which is de-
fcribed by an Arabian poet, as one of the moft
delightful {pots in 4/ia. : '

In this agreeable place Nader repofed for
feveral days ; and afterwards marched to Tabriz, '
the capital of Azarbigian, which he entered
without any confiderable oppofition, as the two
generals, Ofman and Timur, had not yet reco-
vered the thock of their late defeat. Ie treated
the Turkifh officers, who were taken prifnnE_rst: |

with
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with great refpeét and politenefs ; but emplsyed 4.D.1730.
the captives of a lower rank in repairing the walls ad:as:
of the city, and fent the largelt cannons and mor-

‘tars, which the Turks had left behind them, fo

bis fortrefs of Kelat, the deftined place of his
‘retirement. :

1
A number,of fmaller eities were recovered by
this vitory ; and the report of Nader’s {uccefs
{pread a general confternation in the very Capi-
tal of the Turki/hb Empire. It muit {eem firange
at the firft view, that, although the Turks bring
into the field more numerous armies, than moit
other nations, yet they feldom have gamned any
gonfiderable advantage by the {uperniority ot
their numbers. The truth of 1t 1s, an army,
dike an human body, may be lefs active in pro-
portion to its bulk ; and there is no more reafon,
‘why the Zurk thould defeat the Perfran moun-
taineer, becaufe he outnumbers his enemies ten
to one, than, why an elephant fhould over-
power a tiger by its fuperiour ftrengthand fize.
We may add to this, that the Turki/b horles are
in general too large and inactive, and that their
cavalry bears no kind of proportion to their
infantry.
While Nader was purfuing this noble courfe
in Afia, a dreadful revolution happened in the
metropolis of the Othman empive. When he
firft demanded the reftitution of A=zarbigian or
Media to the Perfians; Abmed and his Vizir were
very willing to reftore it; but were pre-
vented by an infurrection of the janiffaries, who
were juftly enraged at lofing their eftates, and
infifted upon defending them with the beft of
‘their blood. After the defeat of 4/hraf, and the
: D taking
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taking of Hamadan, the Vizir was again on
the point of concluding a peace with the Perfian
General ; but the Turkifb feudatories, incenied
at his pruceedmg, compelled the Sultan to give
him up, and put him to a cruel death: after
which they depnfed Ahmed, who furvived his
difgrace but a thort time, and raifed bis nepbew
Mabmid to the throne of Conftantinople.

Nader was now meditating the fiege ef Erivan,
capital of Adrmenia, when he received a wery
alarming picce of news from the province of

Khorafan.

Hu/Jein, prince of Candahdr, very juftly fearing,
that it would. be bis own turn to feel the weight of
Nader’s arm, had taken advantage of his diftant.
expedition againft the Turfs, and had fent an
army into Khorafan, under the command of his
new Genéral Seidal. The whole province was
foon thrown into confuiion : the inhabitants of
Herat and Ferah openly revolted ; and the Af=
gans advanced even to the walls of Mefbed. On
receiving this intelligenes, he left Armenia, and
fent notice to his brother Zoheireddoula of his
mtended return to Kberafan, ftrictly enjoining
him to avoid a battle with the Afyans : but thac
rath and ebftinate prmce neglected the order,
and, fallying from the city on the twenty-feventl

of f ly, Lﬂcrafrtd the befiegers, who drove him
back after a fharp conflict.

In the mean time Nader was marching to-
wards Klmrafan, and reached Cazwvin on the:
feventeenth of Auguft : bis wery name ff pread
terrour before him, and compenfated the ill fuccefs
of his brother’s arms, b}r ::lchvumg Mefbed from

a defpa--
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2 defperate fiege. The Afgans, ever haughty 4.D.1730.
and infolent, retired from the city with a mix- Nad. 43.
ture of fear and indignation ; whence they 're-

treated flowly to Herat, pillaging all the diftniéts,
through which they pafled.

Nader could not reach Mefhed till O&ober s
~where he fpent the remainder of the year in
regulating the affairs of his metropolis, and in
reviewing his troops. His army was encamped
in a plain called Chebarbig, or, the four gardens,
famous for containing the tomb of Ali, fon of
- Mufa, the tutelar faint of the province: All the
{oldiers panted with impatience for the opening
of the campaign; and his prefence gave a new
life to the citizens, who began to refume in
peace their ufual occupations, and looked up to

him with veneration, as their fovereign and de-
liverer. :

At the beginning of the new year, were {o-4.D.1731.
lemnized the nuptials of Fathima, fifter of the Nad 4
Shah, and the prince Rizakuli, a hopeful youth,
about fourteen years old. On this occafion, near
two months were {pent, either in rejoicing and
feafts, or in hunting in the forefts of Abiurd.
There 15 fomething very martial in' the dfatick
manner of hunting : a large tra&t of woodland
is enclofed with toils ; which are gradually con-
tracted, till a great number of wild beafts are
colle@ted in a fmall circle, where the hunters kill
them with {pears, to the found of trumpets and
other inftruments of warlike mufick.

4

On the fourteenth of March, Nader left Mefhed,
and encamped on the fecond of Apri/, upon
the banks of a river, before the walls of Herat.

D2 At
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4.D.1y31. At midnight a body of Afpans, with Seidal at -

1“3‘“ 4+ their head, pafled the river, and, fecured from
detection by the darknefs of the night, appeared
fuddenly before a caltle, where Nader, attended
only by eight guards, was giving orders to
his engineers. As foon as he was apprifed of
his danger, he drew his fabre, and ruihed into
the midft of the enemies, where he fuftained a
very unequal fight, till his other guards came
to his relief, who compelled Seidal to retreat,
with the lofs of his beft men, and ¢ fave bim-
[elf by frvimming over the river.

On the next morning Nader inveited the city :
he was greatly impeded in his works by the
frequent {fallies of the Afzans, but they were fo
often repulfed, that they determined at laft to
remain within the walls, and to act only upon
the defenfive. Nader however, finding the city
admirably fortified; and having intelligence from
a prifoner, that the ighabitants were' diftrefled
for provifions, preferred the ilow, but certain,
effet of a blockade to the danger of a fiege,
and enclofed the city on every fide. In the
mean while, Zobeireddoula made fome attone-
ment for his late difgrace, by the wvigour with
which' he puthed the fiege of Feréh : he {foon
took it, and put the Afyans, who had defended
it, to the fword. :

The blockade of Herat lafted till the clofe of
the year; at which time, Allayar, whofe pro-
vifions were exhaufted, began to think of capi-
tulating ; though his principal officer, Z#lficar,
a tierce and defperate barbarian, had made the
garrifon take a {folemn oath on the Alcoran, that
they would rather dic than open the ga.t:as.i It

1ap-
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‘happened, that, Alayar, in the confufion oc- 2D
cafioned by Nader’s approach, had left his women Nad. a4
-and children in a neighbouring fortrefs, where
they had been taken by the Perfians; and, as
‘an Afiatick cannct fupport the idea of a difbonour
offered to his feraglio, he fent {fome of his minifters,
to propofe terms of accommodation, and promifed
to furrender the city, if bis swomen were reflored.
Nader accepted the propofal; and invited the
meflengers to a feaft in his tent, which they were
furprifed to fee adorned with the beads of three
hundred Afgan chicfs, fixed upon lances. In the
morning he fent the women to Allayar, who,
{hocked at the reception of his minilters, and
having obtained his principal ead by the return

of his family, refolved to perith by famine, ra-
ther than fubmit to the befiegers, and having
ordered his women to be ftrangled, that they
might not furvive their lord, he prepared to
fuftain the ficge. The Perfian General, irrtated
by the perfidy of the governor, began to bombard
the city, and, perceiving a pra ‘ticable breach,
was on the point of giving orders for an aflault,
when the garrifon opened the gates, and fur-
rendered at difcretion. Nader, who was no lefs
mild after a victory, than violent before it,
“treated the perfidious Governor with great hu-
manity, and gave him a fettlement in the pro-
vince of Multin, whither he foon retired with
his dependents, and the miferable remains of
his family. The other Afrans were tranfplanted
to thofe parts of Khorafan, which réquired moft
cultivation ; and the city of Herat was filled with
a Perfian garrifon.

The favage race of Afgans, who had ruined
the kingdom of Perfia, were now ecither de-
' D 3 ftroyed,
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ftroyed, or difperfed in various parts of the Em=
pire, without a poflibility of regaining their
firength : thofe only remained, who had taken
refuge in the city of Candabar, and the northern
parts of Indofian, which kingdom was then ruled
by Mobammed Shab, an indolent and luxurious

prince, who was wholly immerfed in voluptuouf-

nefs, and at that time little thought, how foon a
vitorious invader would difpofe of his immensé
treafures, and fill the flreets of Deuvr with the
blood of his fubjects,
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The Turkith zwar.

HE Minifters of the Sultan, who fought 1.p.175-.
- every occafion to humiliate Naderkuli, per- Nad-4s-
fuaded the credulous prince to take advantage =
of his abfence in Khorafan, and to aflume the
command of the Perfian army : they extolled
the valour of the Monarch, extenuated the
merits of his Géneral, and prefled him to bear
a part at leaft in the glory of delivering Perfia s
by which fuggeftions he was at lengthinduced to
take the field, and marched towards Erivan, the
Capital of drmenia.. A body of Turks, who op-
poled his paflage, were put to flight ; and this
firft fuccefs fo elated him, that he fat down be-
fore the City, thinking to ftrike a panick into
the inhabitants by the terrour of his name. His
method of attack was extremely new: he re-
mained near three months on the banks of the
Aras, in a conflant courfe of diverfions and feafls,
until, finding his provifions almolt fpent, he re-
treated to Tabriz ; where he took a City already
taken, depofed the governor, whom Nader had
appointed, and advanced in triumpl to Swlia-
nia, with a determined refolution to deftroy ail

the Turkifh armies, who fhould dare to obitruct
him. '

Whilt he was amufing himfelf with thefe
{plendid projeéts, he was unfortunately met by
an army of Turks under the command of Adbmed
Pa/fba, a confummate General, and an admirable
1 D4 Statef-
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A.D.1732. Statefman ; who, for many years, had eluded the

Nad. 43. intrigues Df his rivals at the Porte, and, h‘wmg

""""V"""lzarm,l ved his government of Bagdad with un-
comimon reputatmn, had outlived moft of the
Bafbas of the Turkijb empive. Tabmafp, once
in his hife, acted wifcly ; and attempted to de-
cline a battle ; but, ﬁnrﬁmg lumft.!t urider the
neceflity of engaging with Abmed, he gave the
chief mmmand of his army to one of his Gene-
rals, Mshammed Kban, and referved the left wing
to humfelf. Mobammed began the fight with
great intrepidity ; but, after a fhort engage-
ment, the left wing, which the Sultan com-
ma.nciu.'*! was feen to give way ; and the Turks,
ammat{:d by the example and exhortations -‘Jf
Abmed, purfued their advantage fo vigorouily,
that the rout of the Perfians became general ;
five thoufand of them were flain on the field,
and thofe, who could not fave themfelves b}s
flight, were made prifoners: the Perftan camp
was feized, with the ammunition and artillery,
and Taéms;@ returned to J/paban, attended l:ml}r
by a few of his officers,

In a fhort time after this, Ahlmed retook
Hamadan and Tabriz; {o that the glorious ac-
tions of Nader were reduced to nuthmg by the
vamtv, abitinacy, and cowardice of a Prince,

whom he had reftored to the throne of his an-
ceftors.  Abmed, acquainted equally with the
fuperiour abiliti¢s of Nader, and with the weak-
nefs of Tabmafp, made an offer of peace to the
Shab, and propofed, in the name of the Sultan
ﬁ{czh:zucf that the Perfians fhould keep the cities
avhich Nader had taken, together with all the ter-
ritories lying to the eaft of the Aras: the Perfian
minifters rcadﬂy acc:f:pt;:d the prupafhls, and

figngg
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figned the articles of peace, which were fent to 4.D.1732,
Conftantinople to be ratified. A publick rejoicing Nad. 45.
was ordered on this occafion in the Turkifh Capi-
tal ; and Ahmed, whofe valour and addrefs were
univerfally applauded, was confirmed in his

government of Bagdad.

NADER KULI was rejoicing at the total re-
‘duétion of the Afzans, and preparing to renew
the war againit the Turks, when he received an
account of the Shab’s expedition, and, with it,
a copy of the articles which he had figned. His
indignation was exceflive : he difpatched an
officer to Conftantinople, with this {hort meflage
to Mabmud, Either reftore the whole province
of Azarbigian, or expect nothing but a defperate
awar : another was fent to Ahmed Patha, bidding
him prepare for a fudden vifit from the Deliverer of
Perfia : and a third fet out for Jfpahan with an
expoftulatory letter to the Emperor, requefling
bim to difinifs bis pernicious counfellors, to concel
their difbonourable treaty, and to meet him at Kom
quith all bis forces, that they might march together
into Armenia and Parthia. At the fame time
he publithed a fpirited manifefto, in every pro-
vince and city of Perfia, protefting againit the
peace, and threatening with his difpleafure all
thofe, who fhould refufe to concur with him 22z
recovering Media from the Turks: he declared,
¢ that, after the feftival of the new year, he
¢ would leave Mefbed, and march againft the
<« Tyurkifh hereticks ; that the fame providence,
¢ which had enabled him to expel the Barba-
¢ rians from his country, would now protect
¢ him againft the oppofers of the true fet;
¢ that the very angels, who encircled the tomb
s¢ of Ali, called aloud for the deliverance of

| ¢ thofe

P
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A.D.1733. ¢ thofe brave Perfians, who had loft their Hi- |
Nad: 45« perty in defending the rights of their prophet,

Y™ « and 'who were not fo much as named in the
“ Emperor’s treaty ; that it was an ignoble bar-
¢ gain, to accept only the territories on the one
fide of the Adras, when thofe on the other fide
of it alfo might have been wrefted from the
enemy by force; that it was the higheft dif-
honour to conclude a peace after a defeat,
“ which the haughty fons of Othman would af-
¢ fect to confider as an act of lenity on their
¢ {ide, and of fubjettion on the fide of the
“ Perfians  he concluded by denouncing perpe-
tual infamy on all thefe, <whe fhould be remifs in
purfuing the Turkifh war, and declaring, that be
would punifb as rebels, thofe, who in any fenfe

JShould oppeje his defigns.

111
&c
(14

L&

He fpent the next three months in recruitin
his army, and encouraging his officers and fol
diers, by the moft fiiking adts of liberality *.
In this interval alfo he vifited Kelat and Abiurd,
the fcenes of his youthful exploits, for which be
retained to bis laft hour 2 peculiar Jfondnefs ; and,
obferving the ruins of fome old caftles in a plain
about thirty-fix miles from Mefbed, which was

* Among the many prefents, which Nadir gave at this
time to his officers, were feveral of the fineft horfes of Afiay,
in the breeds of which he was particularly corious: the

Perfian hiftorian fays, in his figurative flyle, thatsbefs borfes were

¥ .":__.H' L L]
of the race of Gulgan and fbaped like Rakhth. Guigiin (- -)M
or, Rofe-coloured, and Rakbfh u;.t'.':.a:) or Lightning, are the
names of two horfes highly celebrated by the Eaftern poets : the

former belonged to Perviz, king of Perfia, and the fecond
10 Roflam, the Hero of Ferduf’s Epick poem,. %

2 watered
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watered with beautiful rivulets, and had like- 4.D.1732.
wife the advantage of an excellent air, he or- Nad- 4s-
dered thofe edifices to be rebuilt, and the whole
country around them to be cultivated, with a

defign, no doubt, of pafiing the decline of his life

an that part of lis dominions.

On his return to his Mefhed the twenty-
fixth of May, an Ambaflador arrived from the
Ruffian court, who declared that, in com-
pliance with his requeft, the Emprels was
willing to refign the province of Ghilen. and
the other conquefts of Pefer I. on the confts of
the Cafpian fea. He difmifled the Ambaflador ;
and fent with him two approved officers, to fee
his orders punftually executed. At the begin-
ning of july, intelligence was brought, that the
Ruffians had departed peaceably from the frontiers
of Perfia ; upon which Nader appointed & fa-
wernor of Ghilan, who fet out immediately for
the place of his refidence.

While Naderkul: was thus employed in pre-
paring a powerful army againft the Turks, the
Shah, direted by his minifters, was concerting
pacifick meafures in Jfpaban, and conlirming lus
treaty with dbmed.

On hearing this, the General left Khorafan,
and bent his courfe towards Ifpahan, marching
all night with great expedition, and halting cach
day at noon by reafon of the intenfe heat. On
the fixteenth of Augu/2 he encamped in a plain,
called The garden of Hezargerib, clofe to the
walls of Ifpaban & his arrival was equally unex-
pected to the court, and to the populace, but it
bad a very different effect on them ; fince Ehe

it
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A.D.1732, firft confidered him as a powerful and incenfed
Nad- 45- enemy, the fecond, as the guardian of their
-Iibertics : the courtiers fhowed him thofe marks
of refpeét, which they could not fafely refufe,
but the inhabitants in general celebrated his
prefence with the moft grateful and undiflembled

Joy-

After a day fpent in mirth and feftivity, the
emperor {upped with Nader in his tent, together
with the principal oflicers of his army. /f was
the defign of his Highnefs, {ays the Perfian author,
to drown all caufes of animofity between the Shab
and himfelf, in the flowing cups of the banquet,
and to procure his approbation of the Turkifb war 5
at the conclufion of which, he meaned to leave the
reins of empire with Tahmalp, and to retire infa
bis ewn iterritorzes - but, whether this were his
real intention or not, it is certain, that he could
not prevail with the Emperor to break the peace,
which his minifters had concluded, buf was mor="
tified to fee bim fit with a fullen referve, during the
wwhole entertainment.

The next day he called a Council of all
his officers, and, having related to them what
had pafled in the preceding night, infinuated,
that be could not be anfwerable for the dangers, |
awhich might enfue, if the Sultan ould perfift in
bis difiike to the wary and that be feemed rather
an affociate of their enemies, than a father of his
people : upon which the whole affembly ex-
claimed with one voice, that the Sultan was
unworthy of a throne, which he could neither de-
Jend by bis valour, nor dignify by his wifdom ; and
¢hat the diadem juply belonged to Him, whoje

Eﬂa.‘mgz-
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courage and conduct had reflored it to its original A.Daz32.
[/‘ . Nad. 45.

(plendour. :

It is not eafy to fay, whether Nader had
thoughts of affuming the regal dignity at this
time ; but, whether he waited for a more fa-
vourable junéture, or was not {ufficiently fecure
of his firength, he declined the flattering offer
of the Council, yet confented, that Tabmafp
{hould be dethroned, and his place fupplied by
his fon Abbas, an infant only cight months old.
Upon this, 4bbas, the third of that name, was
crowned king of Perfia with great folemnity
and Nader was proclaimed Regent during bis in=
| fancy : his unfortunate father was fent in a litter
to Khorafan, where a magnificent prifon was
prepared for him and his {eraglio, in which he
patled the remainder of his life, and, no doubt,
found his retirement, however difgraceful, more
fuitable to the indolence of his temper, and the
weaknefs of his underftanding, than the per-
petual anxieties of a throne.

| The firft a&t of the Regent was, to fend Am-
| baffladors to the Emprefs of Rufla, and the
Great Mogul, informing them of the acceflion
| of Shab Abbas, and requefting the I[ndian mo-
| narch, in the moft prefling terms, to prevent the
| Afgan fugitives from taking fhelter in bis territories.

| He then prepared for his grand project of
| driving the Turks from the Perfian frontiers ; and
{ accerdingly, having marched by Carmanfbab,
| he encamped in a plain, called Mahidefbt, in-
| tending to advance the next day againft the
| ftrong hold of Zohab, where the enemy had
| repofited a confiderable fiore of ammunition,
| and
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Do) and the taking of which would 1;g*::lrr:un:il:eutf.':‘l
e, greatly to his fuccefs in the fiege of Bagdad :'
Eut, hearing that a large bodjrg of ka’% had
left the ca&Te, and were advancing to oppofe
him, Nader, whofe prudence was equal to his
valour, chofe to decline a battle, at a time, when
the lofs of his men would have been a great
-obftacle to his defigns, and determined to reach
Zobdb by another route, which lay over a vaft
mountain, called Cervan : he therefore fet out
at break of day, in oppofition to the remon-
ftrances of his Generals, who reprefented the
defiles as impaflable. He convinced them, hows'
ever, that few things were impoffible to perfeverance
and afhivity ; and leading his army, fometimes
on foot, fometimes on horfeback, through narrew
pafles covered with fnow, and on the borders of
precipices, he brought them by funfet to a valley
on the other fide, where, after a fhort interval
of reft, ke left his main body, and advanced in
perfon at the head of .only fix hundred men :
he rode all night without intermiflion, and, in
the morning, found himfelf clofe to the fortrefs,
which, although his army had not yet joined
him, he prepared to attack, as he knew it to be
almoft defencelefs. The Turks, awakened by
the trampling of the Perficn horfe, appeared on

* the battlements, and, alarmed at their fudden
approach, dropped their arms on the firft
fummons, and f{urrendered. Nader found
a rich booty in the caftle, and trcated the
Turkith garrifon with great lenity : he had
ridden an hundred and thrce miles without
ftopping, and, by this vigorous ftep, ftruck his
enemies with terrour whillt he fecured to him-
felf 2 moft advantageous fituation. Some days
after this, the army arrived, aftonifhed at their
leader’s
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leader’s intrepidity, and encouraged by his ex- 4.D.1732.
ample: he built feveral forts near Zobab, and Nad-45-
was fbon joined by the forces of Azarbigian,
commanded by the governor of Tauris.

The city of Bagdad had every poflible ad- 4.0.1733.
vantage. It was fituated in a large plain on the Bl 45
banks of the Tioris: its circnit was perfectly
round, and it was enclofed by a double wall,
flanked with ftrong baftions : its fuburbs, built
on the weftern fide of the river, refembled a
~ fmaller city, and were joined to the greater by
an elegant bridge ; but its fureft defence was in
the prudence and refolution of its govérhor,

Abmed, who determined to maintain it to the
. laft extremity.

The Regent withed to put the whole cam-
paign to the hazard of a decifive battle, and
made a thow of marching towards the city of

Kercitk, in hopes of drawing Abmed into the
field, but, finding that he remained within the
walls, he returned ‘by’ another route towards
Bagdad. He was met in his return by twelve
thoufand Turks, commanded by Fafeh, governor
of Diarbecr, who was taken prifoner at the firft

onfet, and his misfortune was foon followed by -
a total rout of his army.

Nader was equally fuccefsful on the next
morning ; and defeated a Batha, named Mohani~
med, whom dbmed had fent to reconnoitre the
Perfrans. In this laft altion, a Perfian {oldier
purfued a Turk fo far, that, before he could kiil
him, he was overtaken by the night, and forced
to wander about the plains till break of day,
when he was greatly furprifed to find himfeif

under
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4.D.1733. uiider the walls of Bagdad : he no foorier pers

Nad.46. ceived his danger, than, by a fingular prefence
of mind, he advanced boldly to the Turkifh-
fentinels, and demanded an audience of the
gOVernor, as a meffenger from the Regent of Perfia;
upon which he was treated with refpeét, and
introduced to Abmed, to whom he faid, as frg_;am
Nader, ¢ "The Perfians have long defired to give
¢ you battle : if you have any {pirit, mect them
““1n the field ; if not, open the gates of the
“ caty.””  Abmed replied, that i was not in his
power to acl in oppofition to the pofitive orders of his
courty and fent him back with an efcort of Ja-
niffartes. When the regent heard this adven-
ture, he {fmiled at the addrefs of the man, but
ordered his prifoner Fateh, whom he generoufly
fet at liberty, to aflure the governor, that no fuch
meflage came frem Him.

On the eighth of February, the Perfians pre-
pared to pafs the Tigris on a raft or float, con-
trived by an European engineer : it was formed
of large beams of palm-tree wood, faftened to-
gether with cables, and made lefs liable to finks
by having a number of camel’s fkins tied to i,
which were fewed up, and filled with air. Nader
firft went over with two thoufand five hundred
men, and, having left orders for the reft of his
troops to follow him, marched on with great
rapidity. On the next morning fifteen thoufand
men pafled on the float; after which it fell to
picces, and much time was loft in repairing it.
In the mean while, the Regent was iz a country
little known to him, furrounded with a multitude of
enemies, at the bead of a fmall part only of bus
army, and [fepargted from his camp by a broad
rigers _ _

it
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It was his intention, to fall fuddenly upon 4.p.151s.
the Turks, who were ftationed oppofite to the Nad.46,
Perfran camp ; but, a body of Janiffaries having
difcovered him, they fled with precipitation, and
carried the alarm into the city. Ahmed, who
had diligently obfesved his motions, and was
now apprifed of his fituation, fent againft him
‘thirty thoufand men, commanded by Mufafa
Pafha, with a formidable train of artillery ;
upon which the Regent, perceiving an engage-
ment to be inevitable, detached a body of Curds
and Afgans againft the enemy ; the former of
avhom retreated after a fhort fkirmi/b, but the latter,
with a fiercenefs, that ever charaterized their
nation, fupported the fight vigoroully againft
-a very fuperiour force. The Regent ftrove, as
far as he was able, to raife the fpirits of his
troops ; but, knowing the danger of engaging,
and fearing the infamy of appearing to eretreat,
he was penetrated with the deepeft affliction :
all his glory, acquired by fo many defperate
enterprifes, was likely to be obfcured, and his
magnificent projects were on the point of being
reduced to nothing, by his own impatience and .
rathnefs. Whilft he was fighting more through
defpair, than with any well-grounded hope of
vitory, he difcovered a cloud of duit, swhich
he foon found to be raifed by the fifteen thou-
fand Perfians, who had pafled the river on the
float : as foon as they reached the plain, Nader
led them to the attack with a furious joy, and
{fuftained the battle with fuch advantage, that
the Turkifh army was thrown into dilorder ;
and each fquadron, confulting their own fafety,
fed at random towards the city whence they
had fallied. In this action five thouland Turks
were flain ; all their field-picces were {eized,

] E angd
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4.D.1733. and thie Perfians took pofleffion of a town, called
Cub45 Old Bagdad, with a firong bridge over the
Tigris : the night was fpent by the conquerors in
murth and exultation, and on the next morning,
the Regent amply rewarded the 4fgans, to whole
valour the fuccefs was chiefly owing, but fternly
reprimanded the Curdi/b officers, whofe detach-
ment had {o fhamefully left the field. This de-
feat of Muftafa Pafba was a fevere blow to the
Turks : in a thort time after it they loft five ad-
jacent citics, which were ill defended, and the
Regent was enabled to puth the fiege of Bagdad
with every advantage imaginable, He invefted
the city on all fides, and enclofed it with round
towers, built at equal diftances from each other,
in which he ftationed a company of men, who
prevented the garrifon from making a fally ; he
repaired the firft raft, and ordered others to be
made, which were continually pafling and re-
pafling the river with ammunition and ftores :.
befides which, a number of barges were, by his
orders, launched in the Tigris, for the conye-
nience of tranfporting his men and artillery.
His want of large cannon put it out of his
power to batter in breach; nor had he a fuf-
hcient ftore of fhells to fupport a regular bom-
bardment ; {o that he dropped all thoughts of
ftorming the city, and determined to reduce it
by a blockade. In about two months the gar-
rifon began to be diftreffed for want of provi-
fions ; and foon after, a famine enfued, which
drove the inhabitants to fuch an excefs of de-
fpair, that many of them threw themfelves over
the ramparts; and they, who outlived the fall,
came in a fuppliant manner to the Perfian camp, -
where they were received with great liberality.

Fmrp
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From this time to the beginning of July, the £4.D.1731.
governor of Bagdad amufed the Regent with b 5
pretended negotiations, fometines expreffing a
defire to furrender the city, and fometimes requefling
a montly’s delay to confider of it ; till a 1py, who,
under the difguife of a Perfian, had approached
near enough to the walls to throw a. letter over
them, gave notice, that Olman Patha wwas making
forced marches to bis relief at the bead of a nu-
merous army ; on which Ahmed broke all his
' engagements, and declared, that he would de-
fend the city to extremity. Nader, having alfo
received information of Ofman’s approach, re-
{olved to give him battle, and marched againit
him on the feventcenth of July, leaving twelve
thoufand men at Bagdad to continue the block-
ade. He mert the Turkith army in a plain, di-
vided by the Tigris, and immediately attacked
their van with undaunted courage : in a fhort
time the action became general, and both fides
fought with intrepidity ; till the intenfe heat of
the fun took away their ftrength and fpirits,
In the midft of the combat, Nader, who fhared
the toil and danger of it with the meancit of
his foldiers, had mortally wounded two Turks,
who were fallen under him ; but ene of them,
in the agony of death, firuck his horfe in the
belly, who fell down with great force, and ex-
pofed the Regent to extreme peril: he foon
recovered the thock, and mounted another horfe,
who was prefently fhot under him, as he was

alloping between the lines. He vaulted with
agility on a third horfe ; but the intolerable heat,
the vaft number of the enemies, who were faid
to fall little fhort of an hundred thoufand men,
and the imminent danger to which the Regent
had been twice expofed, entirely difheartened
E 2 | his

o
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4.D.1733. his troops ; and he, perceiving them inclined ta

Nad. 4. oive way, ‘commanded a retreat to be founded,
wand fent orders for the twelve thoufand men,
whom he had left before Bagdad, o raife the

_f;f‘rff.’, and to follow him wotth all pgj’ 51’3 expedition.

The Perfians, who were {tatmncd on the eaftern

{ide of the Tigris, joined the main body without

much difficulty ; but thofe on the oppofite fide,

feeing that Abmed bad demolifbed the bridge, and
ﬁffre- to the boats, were obliged to take another |

route, conducted through forefts and over moun-

tains by fome wandcnn%ﬂmm, who are always,

glad to teftify their abhorrence of the Turki/b
nation. On this day two thoufand Perfians were

{lain, and more than twice that number of

. Turks : Ofman entered Bagdad in triumph, and

was confidered by the inhabitants as a guardian

angel. g | | ity

The Regent, only more animated by this dif-
grace, was turning all his thoughts upon the
means of retrieving his honour ; with which
view he fummoned the governors of all his
provinces, to meet him, at the head of their
beft troops, in a p]am near Hamadan, whither
he arrived on the fecond of Auguit : here he
reviewed his army, and, as if his late defeat had
been a fignal wﬁnr}r, dlﬁubutLd a large fum
among his foldiers, to cach of whom he gave
double the value of the arms or horfes, which
Lhe:,r had loft ; in the battle of Bagdad. '

On the thirtieth of September he led his troops
into the field, which wetre now confiderably
;memccd by ‘the arrival of the Perfian gover-
nours : he took the road of Carmanfbah, where
bearm A that Ma.&ammed Paﬂ?fz zmd ﬂthcr Turkifb
CaRy | comy
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commanders were waiting to oppofe his paflage, 4.0.1713.
he advanced with incredible celerity, in hopes N4 46
of furprifing them by night; but, having met

with unexpeted delays, he could not reach their

camp till daybreak: His fudden appearance,

at the head of a large army, fo confounded the

Turks, that they fled in diforder without firiking

a blow, and left their ammunition to the Per-

fians, who, being wearied with their long march,
repofed for feveral days in the plain. On the

- twenty-fecond of Oétober, the Regent advanced
towards HKercitk, and halted in a place, called
Elmidaran : here he reviewed his army, and
‘exhibited a feigned battle with all the evolutions

- and operations of a real engagement.

Ofman, in the mean time, having left Bagdad,
“was encamped near Kercitk : his tents were en=
clofed with ftrong intrenchments; and he was
{o elevated with his late fuccefs, that, on hearing
of Nader’s approach, he difdained to meet him
in perfon, and fent a {mall detachment againit
him, commanded by one of his officers.  Theie
were foon defeated, and fled promifcuoully to-
wards Erzerim ; which difafter, joined to the
intelligence, continually brought, of Nader’s
firength, alarmed the Turki/b general, and de-
termined him to act with greater caution ;- io
that the Regent, having in vain attempted to
draw him into the field, and having fent him
a moft reproachful challenge without receiving
an anfwer, returned to Bagdad ; where having
eafily recovered his former ﬁatinns on the Tigris,
he renewed the fiege with greater vigour than
before : his troops were confiderably reinforced,
and his camp abounded with provifions ; whilit
Abmed, who, relying upon Ofman’s fupport, had

E 3 neglected
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4.0.173;. neglected to prepare for a fecond fiege, was
Kad-46. agqin reduced to a diftrefsful fituation.
R el

The Turkifb commander in chief, hearing of
Nader’s return to Bagdad, detached :rgamﬁ him
a body of twelve ‘thoufand men, under 2
Bafha named Meme/b ; who, after a ra,pid march,
pitched his tents in a valley, at a fmall diftance
from a very extenfive plain. Nader was ex-
tremely rejoiced at a profpect of regaining his
honour, and, having felected the flower of his
troops, advanced at their head by a road little
frequented, and was clofe to the Turkifb camp
carly in the morning ; when, obferving the
enemy to be in great diforder, he attacked them
with uncommon violence, and drove them from
their {tation. Mean while Ofman, fearing left
AMemefb fhould gain the credit of the fecond vic-
tory, led his whole army into the plain, juft as
the detachment of the Bafha had broken their

ranks, and were flying with precipitate {peed.
The Peifians purfued them with eagernefs, and
penetrated into the heart of the Turkith army,
who were thunderf{truck with a blow fo little ex-
pefted. Ofman. was feated in a fplendid litter,
his age am infirmities rendering him incapable
of much fatigue, and his principal officers were
receiving his orders, when the flight of Meme/b
firuck terrour into his men: in a fhort time
their confternation was fo great, that he was
perfuaded to mount his 11[}1‘{%, :md fave himfelf
by a fwift retreat ; but, the Regent having fent
two bodies of Pe:_"ﬁgm round the mountains tﬂ
intercept him, he found himfelf fuddenly at

tacked in front, while the impetuous Nader har-
rafled him 1in the rear. His anxiety was foon at

an end: a Perfian foldier, whe diftinguithed
him
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him by the richnefs of his drefs, thruft him 4.D.173s.
furioufly from his horfe, and, having firlt gL
ftabbed him to the heart, carried his head to the ~ "
Regent on the point of a fpear. Ten thoufand

Turks were {lain, before the Perfians were clearly
mafters of the field : the camp and military

ftores of the enemy were feized, and a number

of Turkifp officers were made prifoners, moft of

whom the Regent fet at liberty, and difmifled

them with the head and corfe of Ofinan, that

they might be honourably interred by his rela-

tions. After this victory, the Perfians returned

to Bagdad, with a full aflurance of a fuccefstul

fiege.

On the fecond of December, Ahmed fent a mef-
fenger to the Regent, with propofals of accom-
modation, for which his court had given him
full powers : the chief articles of the propofed
convention were, that all the provinces, which
bad been wrefled from the Perlians, during ihe
troubles in 1723, fhould be reftored to them ; that
the limits of the two Empires fhould be fixed at the
ancient boundaries 3 and that all the Perfian pri-
foners fhould be releafed ; on condition that the Re-
gent would raife the fiege of Bagdad, and wit h-
draw bis army from the Turkith frontiers. Nader
accepted this offer ; the articles were figned ;
and fent to Conflantinople to be ratified by the
Sultan and his Vizir : Abmed, having releafed
all the Perfians, who had been taken in the laft
war, and having diftributed fome rich prefents
amoeng the Regent’s officers, difpatched a pe-
remptory order to the Bafhas of Georgia, Ar-
menia, Shirvan, Azarbigian, and Irak, to eva-
cuate their provinces as foon as poflible. After
this important victory, Nader {pent feveral weeks

E 4 1n
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in vifiting the tomb of A4/, and other Mahomedan

faints, who were buried in the neighbourhood
of Bagdid.

At the beginning of the year the Regent
marched to Shiraz, where he pafled three months,
and in April advanced to Ifpahan ; where he was
informed that the Princefs, married to Rizakuls
Mirza, had been delivered of a fon juit before

his arrival, whom they had named Shabrokh : on

this occalion, as well as on account of his late .
victories, the inhabitants of //paban were enter-
tained with a fumptuous jubilee, and many weeks
were {pent in pageants and rejoicings.

In the month of May, a Turkith meflenger ar-
rived with a letter from the Grand Vizir, inform-
ing the Regent, that Sultan Mahmud could not
confider his convention with the governour of Bagdad
as definitive 5 but that bis' Highnefs bad appeinted *
Abdalla, the fon of Kiupruli, his plenipotentiary
and commander in chief 3 that Abdalla was in
Diarbecr with bis army, where he waited for a
Perhan minifler, that the articles of peace might-be
ratified in form. This proceeding of the Vizir
was 1n compliance with the ancient maxim of
the Zurks, which enjoins them fo make peace at
ipe bead of an army on the frontiers, that a cef-

Sation of bofiilities may feem an a& of condefcenfion

only on their fide ; for that high-minded nation
cannot fupport the idea of leaving the field
through neceflity. As the Othman court are
ftrangers to that delicacy of fentiment, which
Luropeans call the point of honsur, it is probable
that Ahmed’s treaty, how folemnly foever it
was figned, was no miore than a pretext to in-
duce the Regent to decamp; and that he had

privately |
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privately advifed the vizir to {fend an army into 4.D.:1734.
Mefopotamia : it is alfo very reafonable to con- m
jecture, that he had fecretly infiructed the gover-
nours of Shirvan, and other difmembered pro-
-vinces of Perfia, to delay the reftitution of their
‘governments by all the arts they could devife.
“We muft confefs, that Nader was highly blame-
‘able in raifing the fiege of Bagdad, and that,
‘in the whole negotiation he was fairly over- ~
reached by the abilities of Abmed : it 1s reported,
“that he frequently ufed to acknowledge his er-
“rour, and always exprefied an high veneration for
" the talents of that able governour, who, bafiling
the intrigues of his own court, and refifting the
attacks of the Perfian, had kept himfelf in great
~ meafure independent of both.

Though the Regent began to fufpeét the fin-
cerity of the Porfe, yet he was unwilling to drop
‘the negotiation ; and fent a plenipotentiary to
Abdalla, giving him this alternative :. either fo
ratify the convention, made at Bagdad, or to meet
 bim in the field, and decide their difference by the
« longeft fword. In the mean time he left Ifpaban,
and marched towards Hamadan, which he
reached on the fourteenth of Fune; and, learn-
ing that the Bathas of Shirvan and Dagheftan
were greatly arerfe to the convention, and had
refufed to evacuate their cities, he advanced by
forced marches to their provinces, and fpent the
four next months in reducing them to obedience,
which he effected with no great lofs, and with
no variety of incidents: perceiving at length
that Abdalla detained his ambaflador, and meaned
‘to amufe him with {pecicus offers, he deter-
mined to rengw the war with greater {pirit than

ever,
3 Armenia
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4.D.1738. Armemia was chofen to be the fcene of his ex=

U,‘fi’j; ploits ; and, having caufed a large bridge to be
raifed over the Aras, a river, which has been re-
prefented by fome writers as too impetuous to
fupport {fuch a work *, he pafled it at the head
of his army, and encamped on the third . of
November before the city of Ganja. A Bafha,
named 4z, who then governed this city, an-
fwered his fummons with haughtinefs, and pre-
pared to make a refolute defence: he therefore
deferted the fuburbs, and retired to the Citadel,
which was very ftrongly fortified, and contained
a numerous garrifon. Nader on the other fide
refolved to make a regular fiege; and, having rid-
denaround the walls, and examined their firength,
gave orders for the works to be begun, which
were carried on with uncommon expedition.

When the trenches were opened, the Perfians
battered the walls ; .and the Regent, oblerving a
very high mofque in the fuburbs, which com-
manded great part of the city, and which 4/
had neglected or forgotten to deftroy, placed
fome large cannon in it, which played for feveral
days with no {mall fuccefs, but it was at laft de-
molifhed by the fire from the ramparts. The
befiegers bombarded the city day and night, and
brought to the ground motit of its mofques and
other confpicuous buildings ; but, not fatisfied
with this vehement attack, they had recourfe
alfo to the more fecret, but not lefs formidable,
expedient of fapping, and fprung feveral mines
with great effect, in one of which a fon of the

® Ponter: indignatus Araxes. Vire.
Gover-



Liei of NADER SHAH. 59

Governour loft his life togetherwith feven hundred 4.D.1734.

Turks. Nad. 47-
The Regent vifited the trenches every day to

dire¢t and cncourage his engineers ; and one

morning, as he was looking over a breaftwork,

without a fufficient regard to his fafety, a cannon

ball paffed by his face, and firuck off the head of

a Perfian officer, who ftood fo near nm that his

robe was fprinkled with the blood : another day

a thell, fired from a mortar in the city, fell into

a pavilion, where he was fitting, and burft clofe

by his fide, but killed only one of his attend-

ants.

During the fiege, Abdalla was advancing to- £.D.171s.
wards Ganja ; and A/, having notice of his ap- Nuk. s
proach, refolved to perfift to extremity ; which
Nader alfo difcovering, fent a ftromg detach-
ment, under an able commander, with fome
battering cannon, and mortars, to invelt Teflis,
the Capital of Georgia, hoping fo diftraét the mind
of the Turkifb General between the defence of two
smportant cities : in the mean while he continued
the fiege of Ganja, but was greatly impeded by
the very heavy falls of fnow, which obftructed
his engineers, and hindered the effect of his
bombardment by flifling the explofions of the
fhells ; the walls alfo were fo thick and {trong,
that no practicable breach had yet beea made 1n
them.

At this time intelligence was received, that
Ilbars, prince of Kharezm, having had the afiu-
rance to make an imcurfion into Kberafan,
had met with a very rough reception from the

' .EJE?:IEH?!
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4.D.1735. Perfian governour, and been forced to repafs the
Nad.43. Gxus with great lofs. = :

Juft after the feftival of Nurfiz, the Regent be+
gan to be impatient at the dilatory motions of
Abdalla 5 and, having left one of his Generals to
continue the fiege, he departed from Ganja about
the middle of April. As he drew near T¢fis, he
heard that Timur, the Governour of Van, was ho-
vering about the city with a numerous army 3
he therefore marched with great {peed in hopes
of intercepting him ; but could not prevent his
reinforcing the garrifon, and fupplying them with
plentitul ftores. Upon this difappointment he'
advanced towards the city of Cirs, where Ab-
dalla was encamped, and furrounded with ftrong
intrenchments : here he waited for fome time
in hopes of enticing the Turki/b general intal
the ficld; but, finding him determined to avoid
a battle, and not thinking it prudent to attack
his camp, he led his troops to Erivan, and pre-
pared to befiege it, not doubting but that the
danger of three principal cities would roufe Abdalla

Jfrom bis f:';.r.f:‘?f-m'f_}'.

Abdalla, miftaking this motion for a retreat,
and imputing it to fear, led forth his army, which
confifted of feventy thoufand horfe, and fifty
thoufand foot, including a large body of janii=
favies : on the eighth of Fune he reached a fpacious’
plain near Erivan, called Baghavend, where he
encamped. In the evening, Nader appeared on
the oppoiite fide of the plain with no more than
fifteen thoufand men : he was employed till mid-
night in difpofing his forces to the beft advantage,
and in procuring information of his enemies’
firength. e ftationed his troops on a rifing

' ground,
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ground, and bade them prepare for an adlion 4.D.173=.
at day break ; after which he retired to his tent, fj{‘i‘
and flept for a few hours. Early in the morning
e harangued the officers, reprefenting to them
the danger to which they would be expofed, if
‘they failed to exert their utmoft valour and faga-
city on this occafion; he told them, that the
urks outnumbered them eight to one, and that no-
‘thing but the'moft undaunted courage on their Jide
“could preferve themfelves from deffruétion, and their
“country from ruin: yet he bade them be aflured of
widory, if they would obey his orders and follow brs
example 5 for that be dreamed in the night, that a
" furious beaft had rufbed into s tent, where, after
‘a long flruggle, be brought it to the ground and flew
it. ¢ With thefe omens, therefore, faid he, of
¢« fuccefs to your arms, and confufion to your
¢ enemies, advance intrepidly to the field ; where
¢« you will fight under the protettion of that
¢« Power, who raifes his weakeft fervants to
¢ glory, and covers his proudeft oppofers with
¢« difhonour.”?” He had {carce ended, when Ab-
dalla marched againft him in full array, with a
vaft train of artillery, and with a fhow of the
moft determined {pirit ; upon which he gave the
word, and, defcending from the eminence, poured
~into the plain with great impetuofity : he at-
tacked in perfon the right wing of the Turéks,
whilft one of his Generals firove to break their
centre, and another made a defperate attempt
againft their artillery-men, who foon abandoned
their charge, and left their field-picces, which
were converted to their own deftruétion. The
altion was general ; the Perfians did incredible
execution with their mufketry, whilft the Tur-
- kifb cavalry, galled with the fimartnefs of ther
fire, began to be thrown into diforder : the
FA S ' ' Regent
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4 D.1735. Regent fought in the thickeft ranks, animating

Nad.48. hig troops by his example, and watching ev
advantage that was oifered : at laft a Perfian
foldier, named Rogfam, having met Abdalla,
whom he knew by fight, {eized the reins of his
horfe, and dragged him forcibly to the ground ;
where, having fevered his head from his bedy,
he brought it to Nader, who ordered it to be
raifed on a fpear, and fhown to the enemy. The
Turks, deftitute of a leader, and unable to re-
cover their ranks, fled confufedly to different
parts, leaving, fays the Perfian author, near
balf their army dead or wounded : the Governour
of Van, who had retreated with his troops, was
intercepted by a body of Armenians, who fkir-
mifhed with him, till a detachment of the Per-
Sfran army came to their afiiftance, and attacked
him fo furioufly, that near three thoufand of his
men were killed, and the Bafha himfelf efcaped
with great difficulty. Among the Turk:/b officers,
who were lain in this enga%ﬂmﬂnt, was Mu/tafa,
Governour of Diarbecr, a relation by marriage to
the Sultan Mahmud ; the Regent fent his head,
together with that of Abdalla, to the cities of
Erivan and Cars, with a view of intimidating
the garrifons with thofe bloody trophies of his
¥i¢tory : he difpatched alfo a number of Turki/k
prifoners to Gansa and Teflis, in order to inform
the inhabitants of this event. Nader in the mean
time encamped in the plain of Baghavend, where
he diftributed the treafures of the enemy among
his foldiers, and fignally rewarded thofe, who
had diftinguifhed themfelves in the battle by
their valour or addrefs.

The Governours of Ganja and Teffis, alarmed

3 at the death of Abdalla, and the defeat of his
army,
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army, opened their gates to the Perfians at the 4.D.1735.
beginning of Fuly ; but Huffein, the Batha of Hadity
Erivan, defired a refpite of forty days to confider
of the fubjeét, and Timar, who had retreated
to Cars, exhorted the commander of that city
to make an obftinate defence. The Turki/h court,
however, now thought ferioufly of a peace, and

ve Abmed full powers to renew the negotiations
awith the Regent : his overtures were accepted ;
the cities of Cars and Erivan were furrendered
on the twenty-fecond of September, and all far-
ther hoftilities ceafed on both fides's but, as Nader
had increafed his demands, a number of delays
intervened, and gave him leifure to regulate the
affairs of the province, which he had recovered :
he fpent the three next months in reducing the
favage nation, called Leczi’s, who infcited the
mountains of Caucafus : his fuccefs againit thefe
banditti was very rapid; but, as his battles
with the mountaineers have nothing in them
either inftruétive or entertaining, it will be more
agreeable to the reader to omit them, and to
prepare him for other events of a more extraor-
chinary nature.
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BEELTLLD N 1

The ﬁfge of Candahar.

A.D.1736. HE following year prefents us with the
Nad. 49. moit remarkable fcene in the life of Nader-
V=" kuli ; which was {ucceeded by a feries of noble
actions, that might have added luftre to the moft
fhining characters of antiquity. He had now
veftored the kingdom of Perfia to its former
_ fplendour, he had extended its limits, and ex-
pelled its invaders ; and was forming a defign of
vetiring to his caftle of Kelat, and of pafling the
remainder of his days in a fplendid retreat, when
the death of the young king Abbas gave a new
turn to his thoughts, and awakened his natural
paffions, the love of dominion, and the defire of
conqueft. He fent immediate orders to the
governours and principal men of every province,
to attend a general diet, and to repair with
all pofiible halte to the plains of Mogan, which
lie near the confluence of the rivers Cyrus and
Araxes, and which are equally famous for their
vaft extent, and their agreeable fituation. At
the fame time, he fent a great number of inge-
nious artifts and builders to the plains juft men-
tioned, in order to raife feveral temporary palaces,
for the reception of the noblemen and com-
manders, whom he had fummoned. Thefe edi-
fices were very flight, but extremely elegant,
and confifted of pavilions, baths, temples, and -
apartments adorned in the richeft manner. Na-
derkuli marched at the head of his troops, wha
- WwWCere
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were now recovered from the fatigue of their 4.0.1736.
late expedition againft the rebels o Dagheftan : Nad- a9
and on the twelfth of January he encamped in
- Mogan, where he was joined by a confiderable
number of the Perfian Nobles, and found near
a hundred thoufand men aflembled on the plains.
When the council was formed, he opened to
them the affair for which they were fummoned,
and bade them proceed to the election of a King,
advifing them at the fame time, #0 chufe one
whom they knew to be endowed with great and
noble quahiies. Mohammed Maflim, a man of
an illuftrious rank in Shiraz, replied, that #he
Perfians would be ruled by no other fivereign
than their deliverer and protedlor, which affer-
tion was immediately confirmed by the concur-
rence of every voice in the aflembly. Nader-
kuli refufed the offer of the kingly name and
authority, protefting that he had never enter-
tained the leaft hopes of the regal diadem, and
that be was amply recompenfed by the [atisfac-
tion be received from the happy deliverance of
bis country, and the veduchion of its enemies.
Thefe affemblies continued a whole month, but
were always broken off, with the {fame offer of
the crown on the one fide, and the fame refufal
of it on the other; till, upon the prefling entrea-
ties of the nobles and the populace, Naderkuli
confented to accept it, on condition that #hey
would forfake the fect of AL, and embrace that
of Omar, which he aflured them would be the
only method to reftore the Perfian empire to its
ancient tranquillity. They agreed to this pro-
pofal, and an ediét was immediately proclaimed
for a genﬁral cgnfgrmit}r of rﬂligiml, Upon
Nader’s acceptance of the diadem, the whole

multitude feemed to teflify their joy by the
F loudeft
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4.0.a7:6. loudeft acclamations. The twenty-fixth of

Nl 49 February was fixed for the day of the corona-
tion, which was celebrated with all the mag-
nificence, that the riches of the Eaft could fupply,
and that the fertile inventions of the beft ar-
tifis could devife. "That day, the prayers in the
mofques were made in the name of the new
monarch ; and coins of various forts were firuck
with all his titles on the one fide, and, on the re-
verfe, with an Arabick infcription, implying that
what had bappened, was the beft ¥. The letters
of this {fentence are numeral, and, when added
together, make eleven hundred and forty-nine, the
vear of the Mahometan epoch in which Nader
was raifed to the throne of Perfia.

Nader Shah began his reign by allotting the
chiet provinces of his Empire to proper go-
vernors. He afligned the government of Kho-
rafan to the prince Rizakuli, and that of
Azarbigian to his brother Zoheireddoula: Herat
was intrufted to Babakhan 3 Fars to Mohammed
Taki of Shiraz, and Shirvan to Mahadibeg,
who on this occafion was honoured with the
title of Kban. Thefe governors departed for
their refpective provinces, and all the Nobles,
who attended the diet, were difmifled with the
higheft marks of diftintion, and each of them
was prefented, after the oriental manner, with a
filken robe interwoven with gold. The Turkifh
minifter alfo received leave to depart ; and
Abdelbaki, a2 nobleman of diftinguithed rank
and eminent qualities, was fent to the Porte in
company with Abulcaflem, the chief man of the

* See thele coins in the Bodleian library.
law,
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law, in order to inform the Great Turk of Nader’s 4.0.1736.
clevation to the Perfian throne; for which pur- Nad. B
pofe an ambaflador was at the fame time def-
patched to the court of Ruffia. Nader Shah fent
the Turk a prefent of elephants and other cu-
riofities, with a letter containing the moft amica-
ble propofals, and exprefling a defire to eftablifh
a firm and lafting peace between the two empires.
In the fame letter, he gave an account of the refor-
mation, which he had made in the religion of his
fubjects, and propofed the following terms to the
Turkifh court ; ¢« that, as there were four ortho-
¢¢ dox fets in the religion of Mahomed, the Per-
¢ fians thould be confidered as the fifth fect,
¢ under the protection of Faffer fon of Mobammed
¢¢ Becr, who was related to the Prophet, and dii-
¢ tinguifhed for his excellent qualities : that a
« fifth pillar fhould be eretted in the mofque of
¢¢ Mecca in honour of the new fect : that the
< Perfian pilgrims fhould be conducted to Mecca
« through part of Syria, and that the Porte
<¢ fhould {fend a man of rank and power to defend
¢« them from any infult: that the prifoners of
¢¢ both nations fhould be fet at liberty, and that
¢ there thould be a free trade between the two
<« kingdoms : that the fovereigns of both empires
« fhould appoint able and faithful minifters, to
¢ refide conftantly at their refpective courts, n
¢ order to determine every important affair, and
“ to fix the peace between them upon the fureit
« bafis.” It feems difficult at firft, to aflign a
reafonable motive for the propofal of the three
firft articles, but, on a nearer view, we difcover
the great fagacity and forefight of this extraor-
dinary man ; he certainly had no intentions of
maintaining a perpetual peace with the Turks,
but he was not difpofed to engage in a war with
F 2 them,
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A.D.a736. them, while the Afgans were gathering ferength in

Nad. 49 Candabar, and whﬁe feveral revolts were break-
ing out in different parts of the Empire, to the
fuppreflion of which he forefaw a Turkifh war
would be a great obftacle. He determined, there-
fore, to amufe them and keep them in play, by
propofing ferms of religion, towhich he knew thofe
{uperftitious zealots would never confent ; while
their refufal would at any time fupply him with
a plaufible pretence for declaring war, though
his abolition of the fect of Ali had deprived them
of their ufual pretext for being the aggreflors.
At this time, a complaint was brought againit
Alimerdan governor of Endekhod, who had re-
fufed to {fubmit to the royal mandate, and was
preparing for a revolt : Nader Shah immediately
{ent a detachment to reduce him to obedience,
and they marched toward the juft mentioned
diftriét by the way of Badghis.

On the tenth of March, the feftival of Nuriiz
was celebrated with all the {plendour imagina-
ble ; and feveral days were {pent in thows, ban-
quets, and feftivity. This was the. time that
Nader Shah had fixed for his memorable expe-
dition againit Candabar; accordingly he made
the {tricteft enquiries concerning the ftrength of
that City, and the nature of the country through
which he muft pafs to it; and, on the fourth of
April, he marched towards Cazvin at the head
of a numerous army. Near Carachemen he was
joined by Zoheireddoula with the troops of
Azarbigian, whom he difpatched, in conjunction
with the prince Nafralla, to deftroy a tribe of
wild barbarians, that inhabited the forefts and
mountains, and were always ripe for revolt.
The two commanders were fo fuccefsful, that

they
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they flew two thoufand favages, with no very 4.D.1736.
confiderable lofs on their fide, and fo expediti- N2 -
ous, that they reached Cazvin as foon as the

royal army. The Prince remained with his
father, but Zoheireddoula returned with his

troops to Tauris, the Capital of his province.

‘While Nader Shah was in Cazvin, he received
the agreeable news of the conqueft of Babrein,
which had long been governed by an Arabian
prince named Gebira, but was then attacked
and taken by Mohammed Taki, governor of
Farfiftan. About this time a meflenger arrived
from Dilaver, chief of the tribe of Taimni, a
bold and treacherous rebel, who had often revolt-
ed, and as often been reccived into favour; but
at laft, having committed feveral acts of violence,
and being overpowered by the royal treops, he
fled to the habitation of the Afgans, by whom
he was received with open arms ; he contracted
an intimacy with Huflein, prince of Candahar,
who foon took offence at his arrogant beha-
‘viour, and drove him from the manfion, which
had been allotted him. This reduced him to
the neceflity of fending a fuppliant meflage to
Nader Shah, entreating forgivenefs for his in-
folence and ingratitude, and promifing to atonc
for his rafhnefs by the moft perfect fubmiflion.
The prince Rizakuli had already interceded in
favour of all the revolted tribes; but the King,
divided between his juft refentment, and Iis
defire to gratify his fon, gave no aniwer at that
time to the petition, but purfued his march to-
wards Candahar. In his way he refolved to
chaftife a more formidable rebel, named Alimo-
rad, whom the favage nation of the Bakhtiaris
had chofen as their leader. Thefe were a wild

¥ 3 race
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A.D.1736.72ace of mountaineers, that inhabited the rocks
Nad.49. and caverns in the wvery heart of Perfia, and
always refufed to fubmit to a fuperiour power.

As they were very numerous, enured to war

from their earlieft youth, and naturally forti-

fied by craggy mountains, and thick woods,

they had often gained confiderable advintages

over the troops that were fent againft them ;
efpecially, at the time when Nader was engaged
in laying fiege to Erivan. The total reduction
of them was referved for Nader in his regal
character,  who {fent feveral troops to attack
them on all fides, and, h:wmg left the care of
the military {tores to the prince Nafralla, fet out
on the fixth of Auguft, and arrived on the fame
day at the habitation of the rebels. He imme-
diately fent a detachment to drive them from
their retreat ; and the Bakhtiaris after a fhort
~dkirmiith were put to flight. The fugitives took
advantage of the darknefs of the night, and,
having paffed the river Leirdik, demolifhed the
bridge, and fled precipitately to the inmoft re-
cefles of the caverns and mountains. In the
morning Nader Shah reached the river, and
finding the bridge deftroyed, ordered it to be
rebuilt with all poflible expedition. This was
fome obftruction to his progrefs ; but at length
he pafled the Leirik, and encamped on the
fummit of a mountain; whence he defpatched
his troops on. all ﬁdr-:s, to difcover thr: laces
where the favages had concealed themﬁ:]ves. A
confiderable number of them were found in
the dens and caves, and about three thoufand
families were either taken prifoners or {lain.
it happened in the mean time, that Alimorad,
who lay with a few companions in the cavity
ef a rock, was difirefled for want of water,
and,
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and, going in fearch of it, pafled by the foot 4.D.s7s.
of the mountain, on which the forces of Nader Nad; 4q;
Shah were encamped. He was difcovered and
brought before the king, who condemned him
" to be blinded, and to %ch his right arm and
leg: in this miferable fituation-he languifhed
‘two days, at the end of which he expired. But
Nader Shah fhowed more lenity to the other
captives, whom he fet at liberty, and removed
to a diftant and more acceflible habitation :
at laft having fpent a whole month in reducing
this barbarous race, he marched tosvards the
fource of the river Zenderoud. Here hewas joined
by the prince Nafialla, and advanced with him to-
wards Ifpahan, which he entered on the fifth af
Odober. He ftayed fome time in this City,
in order to relieve his army after their fatigue,
and to regulate fome affairs of his kingdomi.
On the twelfth of November, he marched to-
wards- Candahar by the way of Rerman; and
when he reached Seiftan, he intrufted the bag-
gage to the care of an approved officer, and
fet out upon an expedition againft the Afgans
of the diftri&s bordering on Candahar.

The King left Seiftan on the twenty-fourth ':':'-f L0
January, and, in fixteen days, reached a :’:aﬁ'ifﬁ g g
belonging to the Afgans, which he took by
fiorm. He then fent two detachments, under
the command of able oflicers, againft two ad-
jacent forts ; and on the tweifﬁth of F_-::bruﬁr}' Eu:
paffed the river Hirmend.  The plains on tae -
other fide of the river were naked anc} barren ;
as the prince of Candahar had fet fire to all
the forage on the borders of his teriitory. This
was a great difirefs to the army, and obliged
them to change their route, till, ip about twelve
: ¥ 4 daysy



2

W D.1737.

Nad. so.

i e

Tue HISTORY of THE

days, they pitched their tents on the banks of the
Arghendib.  Huflein, having received notice of
their approach, refolved to make a defperate
attempt, and to attack the Perfian camp at mid-
night ; but he was unfuccefsful, and, havin g loft
a great number of his men, retired in confufion
to Candahar, The next day Nader Shah led his
army over the river Arghendab, which at that
time was. very rapid; and marched with his
artillery to a village about two leagues from
the city, which he had marked for deftruc- -
tion. Candahar was fortified on one fide by a
mountain, by the foot of which the Perfians
marched with incredible order and regularity,
though they were expofed to the fire from the
ramparts. 'When Nader Shah had reached the
caftern fide of the city, he ordered the tents to
be pitched, and prepared to celebrate the annual
feftival of the tenth of March. When all the
ceremonies were ended, he defpatched a feled
body of men to attack a neighbouring fort,
from which he apprehended fome danger. Huf-
fein was foon informed of this defign, and fent
his principal officer Seidal, to obftrué the pro-
grefs of the Perfians. Seidal foon difcovered
them upon an eminence, where they had halted,
and, believing themfelves in perfect fecurity, had
neglected to fet a guard on the brow of the
hill ; which the Afgans perceiving, lay in am-
bufh on the plain below, and waited for a proper
opportunity to attack them. By a very for-
tunate circumftance, a Perfian prifoner had:

- elcaped from the city, and apprifed Nader Shah

-of Huflein’s projed, and Seidal’s expedition ;

upon which the King fet out in perfon, and over-
took the Afgans, who fled at his approach :
many of them were flain in their flight, and

“ thofp
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thofe who efcaped, retired with Secidal to a very 4.0.1737.

ftrong- caftle, where they found Mohammed, fan N so-

of Hufjein, with {everal other chiefs. Nader Shah

“returned to his camp, and gave a confiderable
Erﬁfeﬂt to the prifoner above-mentioned, who

had informed him of Seidal’s excurlion.

On the thirticth of March, the royal tents
were removed to a place more convenient for a
defign which Nader had conceived, of buil/ding
a large city adjacent to Candabar, and of reducing
Huflein to defpair by the length of the ficge.
Agreeably to this vaft project, a furprifing num-
ber of architefts and mafons were fummoned
from all quarters of the empire, who made fuch
inconceivable expedition, that, in a few days,
they had laid the foundations of fumptuous
edifices, aquedudts, baths, mofques, {tables, mar-
kets, and houfes for the common inhabitants :
they contrived to turn a {mall, but very clear,
river, called Torpuk, through the city ; and fome
were employed in finifhing the buildings in the
mofit elegant manner, whilft others were raifing
a noble Citadel, and the reft, either decorating
the royal palace, or building the walls of the
new city, which was named Naderabid, or The
manfion of Nader.

In the mean time Afhref, an Afgan chief of
high rank, deferted from the fervice of Huflein,
and was favourably received by the Perfian
- monarch. A thort time after, a troop of Af-

ans made an excurfion towards the river Ar-
hendab, but were repulfed with great lofs:
after this defeat they acted entirely upon the
defenfive, and could not be induced to leave
their walls, though Nader Shah bad lett lt}_z::
: 3 2 ain
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plain open, in hopes of enticing them to give
him battle. This made him determine to cmﬁnﬁ:
the city of Candahar on all fides with firon

towers, at a confiderable diftance from eac

other : between thefe towers he erefted a num-
ber of batteries, which he was obliged to mul-
tiply, o perceiving that fome Afgans had
fallied from their gates at midnight ; but, by
raifing two more batteries between each of the
large towers, he totally precluded them from
the leaft poffibility of pafling his lines. At
the beginning of May he received intelligence,
that his officers had taken the town of S¢fz, and
the caftle of Ba#, the former by ftorm, and the
latter by capitulation ; upon which he fent other
commanders to guard thofe places, and recalled
thofe who had taken them. At the clofe of the
month the King’s women and the baggage,
which had beenfeparated from the army in Seiftan,
arrived at Naderabad. The caftle, to which
Seidal had retired, was at this time taken by a
Perfian commander named Imamuvirdi, who
feized the juft mentioned Afgan, with the other
chiefs, and the fon of Huflein, and fent them in
chains to the royal camp. It has already been
related in the preceding fections, that Seidal had
ever been a promoter of violence and fedition ;

for which he was at this time punithed with the

lofs of his fight: but the fon of Huffcin was
treated with every mark of kindnefs and lenity.

While Nader Shah was endeavouring to tire
out the Prince of Candahar by a tedious block-
ade, his fon Rizakuli was enlarging the limits
of his province, and purfuing a courfe no
lefs glorious than that of his father. He had

‘recovered Endekhod, and chaftifed its rebellious

governor
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governor Alimerdan ; he had defeated the nu- £.0.1737.
merous army of Abulhaffan, Prince of Balih, Nad. so.
whofe capital city he had taken, and wholie ter- s B
ritories he annexed to the kingdom of Perha. '
He afterwards pafled the river Oxus with twelve
thoufand men, and put to flight forty thoufand
Tartars, commanded by the Kings of Boklara
and Kharezm; the latter of whom fled before
the action, while the former, havingloft a great
number of his men, retired to a ftrong hold
called Kerfbi. While the Prince was preparing
- to ftorm this caftle, he received from his father
a magnificent prefent of gold, beautiful hories,
and rich veits, together with a letter applauding
his walour, but defiring bim to defifp jor tie
prefent from any further bofbilities -againft the
King of Bokhara. Itis not eafy to account for
this check to the career of {o brave a young
man, unlefs we fuppofe that Nader Shah was
. defirous of moderating the power of his {on,
whofe actions might poffibly have eclipfed bis
own ; or that he wifthed to referve tor himfelf
the conqueft of Tranfoxan Tartary, which the
ancient kings of Perfia were not able to fubduc,
in the courfe of a long and memorable war.
The Prince, however, obeyed his command, and
repafled the Oxus, which had been fixed, before
the reign of Cyrus, for the boundary of the
Perfian empire, -

The blockade of Candahar had now lafted ten 4.D.1718.
months ; but the Afgans, relying upon the plenty Nad. 51
of their provifions, which they had been collect-
ing for feveral years, and, deceived by the ap-
parent ftrength of their fituation, had not en-
tertained the leaft thoughts of furrendering their
City. Their obftinacy compelled the King to

| have
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have recourfe to more violent meafures; and he
made preparations for a general affault upon the
citadel. In a thort time the Perfians took fix-
teen towers, two' of which were built of ftone,
and fituated upon a craggy mountain, which
commanded a view of the whole town. The af-
{ailants, by the King’s order, carried their mortars
and cannons of a vaft fize over this mountain,
and planted them upon the fummit of it. On the
next morning they began to bombard the citadel,
and filled the garrifon with the utmoft confter-
nation ; but a body of Perfians, attempting too
haftily to mount a breach, were repulfed by the
Afgans, and two hundred of them were either
killed or wounded. The tenth of March was
celebrated with the ufual {folemnities ; and on-
the twelfth, four thoufand Perfians were ordered
to lic concealed in different parts of the moun-
tain, and to wait for a proper ‘opportunity of
fcaling the walls. The next day a tower, called
Debdeb, was taken by a company of Bakhtiari’s,
who were enlifted in the fervice of Nader Shah.
Thefe intrepid barbarians paffed on, in defiance
of the Afgans, and planted the Perfian enfigns
on four other forts; which opened a way for
the foldiers who lay hid on the mountain, and
who, by the help of fcaling-ladders, forced in a
fhort time the gates of the citadel ; whence they
poured like a torrent through the city, and de-
ftroyed all that oppofed them. Huflein had
fcarce time to fly with a few Afgans, and fome
of his women, to a fortrefs fituated on an emi-
nence in the northern part of the city : Nader
Shah pointed his artillery againft this fortrefs,
and had actually begun to ftorm it, when Hui-
lein, finding himfelf reduced to the lafi extre-
mity, fent his fifter Zeineb, a princefs of ex-

cellent
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' cellent virtue, to implore the clemency of the 4.p.1752.
conqueror. Nader received her with kindnefs, Nad- st
and promifed to accept the fubmiflion of her
' brother. The next day, Huflein and his family,
together with the Afgan commanders who had
efcaped the violence of the ftorm, proftrated
themfelves before the throne of Nader Shah,
who gave them their lives, and fent Huflein
with his fon Mohammed, and all his relations,
to the province of Mazenderan, where he allotted
them a fettlement. He divided all the plunder
of the city among his foldiers, and having or-
dered the citadel of Candahar to be demolihed,
he appointed Naderabad the Capital of the pro-
vince, and gave the government of it to Abdal-
ani, 2 nobleman, who had once been fufpected
of difaffeétion, but had fince been reftored to
favour. He rewarded Athref, who had left
Huflein, during the fiege, with the government
of a caftle, and made him chief of a tribe named
Fouki : he felected a company of fiout young
Afgans for the reinforcement of his army, and
gave the reft an habitation in the diftricts ad-
‘jacent to Nifhapour. This colony pafled the Ar-
ghendab on the third of April, and were con-
duéted to their new fettlement in Khorafan.

On the twenty-feventh of the fame month, the
King’s ambafladors to the Porte arrived at Na-
derabad. They had been received with great
refpet by the Othman court, who had fent
with them an ambaflador, and two doctors of
the Turkifh law, with a congratulatory letter to
Nader Shah upon his elevation to the throne, mn
which he was defired to difpenfe with the two
articles propofed by him, concerning the. fifth

pillar in the temple of Mecca, and the ma;rff.;t of
he
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A.D.1738. the Perfran pilgrims through Syria. . They aflured

Nad. s7- him, « that the firt would be 2 dangerous

"= <« inpovation, and that the fecond would be at-
¢ tended with infinite trouble ; but that if he
¢ would fufier the pilgrims to take the route of
“ Irak,, the inhabitants of Bagdad fhould make
“ the roads commodious for their progrefs, and
“ {hould provide every thing neceffary for their
¢ {ecurity and convenience.”” The Great Turk’s
letter was accompanied with a prefent of va-
lnable rarities, and, among ‘the reft, of fome fine
Arabian hotfes with trappings of gold. Nader
thowed all imaginable marks of diftinétion
to the Turkifh minifters, and prefented each of
them with an ermine robe, and a beautiful horfe
richly caparifoned. He difcourfed with them
publickly upon the two articles in queftion, and
told them' be hoped to prevail with their court
to confent to the ratification of them : in order to
prefs this point, he named an able minifter
his ambaflador to the Porte, who departed oz
the minth of May, in company with thé three
‘Turks above-mentioned.

P bk SECT RO N
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The expedition inte India.

S foon as Nader had determined to extir- 4.D.1738.
pate the whole race of the Afgans, he Nad- s

fent an ambaflador to the Indian court, with
an earneft requeft to the Great Mogul Moham-
med, that be would prevent the fugiiives of that
nation from finding a setreat in bis dominions.
The Mogul received the Perfian ambaflador
with every mark of refpect, and difmifled him
with a promife, that he would not fail to ine
tercept the flight of the Afgan rebels, and that
be would, for that purpofe, fend frefb fupplies to
the governors of the provinces bordering on Perfia.
Some time after, a Perfian nobleman was
fent upon an embafly to India, in order to re-
new the fame requelt ; and he returned with
a repetition of the fame promife : but, during
the fiege of Candahar, a great number of Afgans
fled towards Cabul and Gazna, without any
obftruétion from the Indians of thofe provinces.
A detachment of Perfians was ordered to purfue
them, but they made no very confiderable
flaughter, as they had been firictly forbidden to
pafs the frontiers of the Indian empire, and
enjoined to do no injury to the fubjects of the
Mogul. In the mean time the Afgans were
flying by troops to the provinces juft mentioned ;
and it was foon difcovered, that no flep bad been
taken by the Indian monarch towards intercepling
them in their progrefs. Nader Shah was highly
irritated, to find his great defigns bafiled IIJY

thc
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the indolence of a perfidious ally, who, with-
out any regard to a repeated promife, had al-
lowed a fafe harbour to the moft dangerous
enemics of the Perfian Empire. He had the
moderation, however, to fupprefs or diflfemble
his refentment, and to fend a third ambaflador
to the Great Mogul, who arrived at Dehli o7
the fecond of May in the preceding year, where
he had firict orders to ftay only forty days: but
the Indian minifters made no reply to” his re-
monitrances, and conftantly eluded his endea-
vours to be difmifled with a fatisfactory anfwer.
A whole year had now elapfed fince the depar-
ture of this ambaflador; and Nader Shah, pro-
voked beyond expreflion at this delay, fent a
politive command to him 7o return immediately,
either with the Mogul’s anfwer, or without if :
we can aflign no other reafon for Nader’s expe-
dition into India, than the infult he had received
from the fovereign and minifters of that empire ;
and probably he had no intention at firlt to

advance as far as Dehli. His great obje& was

to reduce the Afgans to an entire fubjecion,
which could never be effected, while they were
permitted to lie concealed in India, whence at
any time they might ruth in fivarms upon the
borders of his dominion. Accordingly, at the
beginning of May, he pafled & rivilet called
Mekhor, which was the common boundary of
the Perfian and Indian empires, and march-
ed towards Gazna, the Capital of Zableftan.
The governor and chief men of the city,
hnding themfelves unable to oppofe him, gave
bim an immediate admiffion within their walls,
and, after the Afiatick manner, accompanied
their offers of fervice with many valuable pre-
fents. A few days after this, Nader Shah ad-

3 vanced
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advanced towards Cabul, and, in the courfe
of his march, deltroyed a coufiderable nimber
of Afgans, who lurked in the mountains; but
felected thofe, who had either youth or vigour,
and enlifted them in his cavalry: in thefe vic-
tories he received no little afliftance from the
valour of his fon Nafralla, who made an excur-
fion in the diftri&ts of Bamian and Gorbend,
and returned with a great increafe of glory.
Upon Nader Shah’s approach, the principal inha-
bitants of Cabul came in a body, and offered to
give him 4 reception in their city fuitable to his
dignity : but they had made this offer without
the confent of the governor and the commander
of the city, who refufed to admit the Perfian
army, and were preparing; to fuftain a fiege.
When the Perfians, therefore, began to pitch
their tents near the walls, the garrifon fallied
out and attacked them with fury ; but they
were repulfed with great lofs, and faved them-
felves by a precipitate retreats Nader Shah was
foon informed of their infolence, and ordered
fome picces of artillery to be planted againit the
citadel : the Indians made a bold refiftance
againft a centinued fire of {feveral days, but were
forced at laft to furrender at difcretion.

The Perfian army lay encamped in the plainsof
Cabul till the middle of June ; in which interval
Nader Shah fent an expoftulatory letter to the
Mogul, containing @ fuccinct narrative of the
affront  he had received, of ~his refolution 10
chaflife the infolence of the Afgans, and of the
obfiruction made to bis progrefs 0y the inba=
bitants of Cabul ; he declared, that be had
Seriétly inbibited the leajt act of wiolence  from
bis foldlers, and that Erc(*} defired nothing fo muﬂ’;

, é
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AD.az38. as the continuance of therr mutual frfﬂzdj%:p,
e ST This letter was intrufted to an envoy, who fet
= out for Dehli attended by feveral chiefs of Ca-
bul, who were enjmned to confirm the truth of
his affertions :* but, when they reached Gela-
labad, the governor of that place put the Per-
Jian ‘envoy to death, and c:ampﬂ’fm' the chiefs of
Cabul to return. Nader Shah could no longer
brook fuch a f{ucceflion ef injuries, but marched
with great rapidity towards Gelalabad, and, on
the twenty-eighth of July, encamped at Rende-
‘mac, a place remarkable for the {erenity of its
air, and the beauties of its fituation. From
this place he detached a body of Perfians againft
Gelalabad, who entered the city without Dppo-
fition on the tenth of Augutft : but the governor
- Mir-dbbas, conicious of his crime, and fearing
the punifhment due to it, retreated to a fortvels
{ituated on a mountain-of very diflicalt accefs.
The Perfians attacked his intrenchments, and
took the fort by affault : Mir Abbas was killed,
tocether ‘with the Indians that attended hlm,
‘and his family were. fent in chains to the royal
camp.

On the twenty-ninth of Secptember, the
~prince Rizakuli, who had been fummoned from
‘his province, arrived at Gelalabad, and was re-
ceived by his father with every marlk of affection °
and appliufe. - Nader 'Shah {pent feveral days
in rev:cwmg the ‘prince’s army; and having
impartt‘u to him his ‘defign of penetrating mt{}

the heart of the Indian empire, appointed him
“Regent of Perfia, with the full power, during
ILI‘. kmfn:nce, of ralﬁflg or depofing governors,
and of adting as he judged beft for the fafety
and dignity of the ngdam. The prince was

3 _ : per-
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permitted to wear a diadem, with the plume 4.D.17:5.
of feathers on the right fide, after the regal man- Ned st-
ner, and on the cig%th of Oétober he rcturncdw
with great pomp to the feat of his. regency.
A few days after, the Perfian army marched to
the eaft of Gelalabad, and halted in the ftation
of Rikab, where Nader Shah received intelli-
gence of .a formidable army, that was pre-
paring to oppofe him. Naflerkban, governor of
Cabul, had aflembled a confiderable body of
Afgans and Indians, and was refolved to dif-
pute with the Perfian invaders the paflage of
Peifhor, which was allo defended by a {lrong
caftle. Upon this information, Nader left the
artillery with the prince Nafralla, and advanced
with great celerity towards Peifhor ; the next
day, after a rapid march, he reached the army
of Naffer, who were {o amazed at the incredible
hafte of the Perfians, that their courage and
refolution wholly forfook them : their ranks
were broken in an inftant, and thofe only efeaped
the fword, who had recourfe to a precipitate
flight. Naffer, and feveral Indian chiefs, were
taken prifoners; and their camp was entirely
pillaged : the captives were kept under a clofe
confinement, and the plunder was diftributed
to the Perfian foldiers. After this victory the
fortrefs of Peithor was eafily taken, and the
King ftayed feveral days in the adjacent plains,
in order to refrefh his troops, and to wait for
the arrival of the prince Nairalla.

In this interval, Nader Shah reccived a piece
of news, which gave him the higheft afliction.
His brother Zoheireddoula had undertaken to
chaftife a tribe of Leczies, that warlike and

mutinous race of banditti, who inhabited the
T moun-
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mountains and deferts, and lived in a perpetua
defiance of any fuperiour power. He was at firft
extremely fuccefstul, and, having gained fome
fignal advantages over the Leezies, and fet fire
to their tents, began to entertain hopes of ex-
tirpating the whole tribe: but thofe bold free-
booters, who had been taught, by a long courfe
of rapine, to pradtife cvery art of deceit, had
recourfe to a firatagem, which proved the ruin
of the Perfian troops, and occafioned the death
of their commander. They appeared in order
of battle, at fome diftance from the Perfians,
and, having enticed them to advance very far
in the foreft, they pretended to fly with every
appearance of difmay and cenfufion; but,
inftead of flying onward, they returned on
each fide through narrow pafles of the
mountains, whence they poured down upon the
Perfians, who were eager in their purfuit. In
this encounter, Zoheireddoula was killed by a
mufket-thot, and his troops were entirely de-
feated. There was nothing more remarkable in
the life of this prince, than the continual feries
of misfortunes in which it was involved. He
feems to have had no fhare of that enterprifing
genius, which fo highly diftinguifhed his bro-
ther, and to have been guided by a ftar divectly
oppofite to that, which attended Nader in his
moft daring attempts. He was rath and in-
confiderate in his projeéts, but wanted neither
vigour nor intrepidity m the exccution of theia.

Nader Shah had no time at prefent for fruit-
lefs grief, and, having appointed a governor of
Azarbigian in the place of his brother, and fent
troops to avenge his death, he led his army

towards the province of Lahor, and conduéted
them
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them fafely over the five branches of the river 4.D.1713,
Indus, which at that fcafon were fwoln with Nad- st
the rains, and flowed with the moft rapid cur-
rent. A numerous army was aflembled on the
oppofite banks, under the command of Z.ckaria,
governor of Lahor: but whether they were
alarmed at the fwift progrefs and formidable
appearance of the Perfians, or confounded at
their furprifing paffage over the Indus, they
retreated with a mixture of terrour and afto-
nithment. As Nader Shah continued to advance
towards the city of Lahor, /ckaria fent an
officer of rank, with a confiderable prefent, to
implore his clemency, and to promife the ftricteft
fubmiflion. This meflenger had a favourable
reception, and Zekaria, having received many
marks of diftinétion, was confirmed in his go-
vernment of Lahor. At the fame time Nafler
was admitted into favour, and returned, by the
permifiion of his conqueror, to the capital of
his province.

In the mean while, the Great Mogul was pre- 41.1735.
paring to obfiruct the progrefs of thefe victo- Nad:s*-
Hous invaders ; he had marched twenty-five
leagues from the metropolis of his empire, and
lay encamped on the plain of Karnal, with an
army of thirty thoufand Indians, and two thou-
fand armed elephants: the reft of his very nu-
merous forces were making all poffible hafte to
join him, and were commanded by the moit
illuftrious princes of India, It was not long
before Nader’s emiffaries gave him 2 full account
of Mohammed’s {itnation ; upon which he left
Lahor, and arrived at Serhind on the eighth of
January, whence he defpatched fix thoufand

Perfians to examine the Indian camp, while he
G 3 marched
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A.D.rg3o. marched towards it with the reft of his army.

Nad.s2. On the tenth he reached Ambala, about thirty

ey miles from Karnal ; and, in the fame night, the
detachment fell upon the Mogul’s camp, and,
having {lain or taken prifoners a great number

- of the guards, retreated to Azimabad, where
they were joined on the fourteenth by the
royal forces. Nader was informed by the In-
dian prifoners, that the plain of Karnal was de-
Jended on the ¢aflern and weflern. fides by a broad
rivery and a wvery thick  foreft, that the intrench--
ments of Mobamined were guarded by three hundred
pieces of artillery, and that be was ‘waiting for
the waff armies of -the Vizir, his commander in
chief, and. his other minifters. The next morn-
ing the Perfians continued their march, and
pitched their tents fix miles from the Mogul’s
camp; towards which Nader made an excur-
fion, and returned after an exadt furvey of it,
He then advanced to the eaft of Karnal, and,
arriving at a large plain about aleague from the
Indians, he encamped in a very advantageous
fituation. In the evening he had intelligence,
that Saidet, an Indian prince of very high
rank, was haftening to join Mohammed with
thirty thoufand men. It was too late to inter-
cept this reinforcement, which reached Karnal
at midnight : but a troop of Perfians, who had
been fent for that purpofe, attacked the rear of
the Indians, and plundered the baggage of Saa-
det. This lofs exafperated that imprudent Ge-
neral to the higheft degree, and drove him to
the fatal refolution of advancing the next day

. againft Nader Shah, without confidering #he
difadvantage of acling offenfively againft an
tnvading  enemy, whe might otherwife have
peen reduoed o great extremities in @ country

S
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ﬁ:r little known to :Eum or compelled to fight 4.D.1730.
upon wrly unequal Fermy s bat Mohammed Nad. sz
and the Indian princes, who had been foftened =™V
by a life of luxury and indolence, deceived by

the vaft number of their ﬁ::rces, and wholly

void of experience in military affairs, deter-
mined to venture on a battle, and haﬂ:ened to

the fupport of Saadet, with a vain confidence

of victory. They were foon joined by Khan-
douran, commander in chief, Nezamelmelc, prince

of Decan, Kamreddin, the Grand Vizir, and

many other able generals, at the head of very
numerous arinies, divided into three bodies,
‘which extended to an amazing length on the field

of battle. Nader Shah was fo far from being
ditheartened at the fight of this formidable ar-
mament, that he is '_[Hid to have been animated
beyond his wfual degree of courage: he knew,_

that an army of foft and enervated Indians we

little able to oﬁpﬂm the hardy troops, whom

he had trained to arms by the moft excellent
difeipline, and al!ured to engage with more ar-

dour than ever, by the hopes of fharing the fpm]s

of fo rich a kmn'dmrl s he perceived the foll ty.of

his adverfaries, 5n bringing to the ficld fuch en-
ormous picces of mdr.'mcc, which they were un-

‘able to condu& with fkill, and U\,ITI"LL""‘

upon’ the number of their elephants, which

could not fail to diftrefs and nnpu,dr, them in

a general action.

Thefe confiderations gave him fuch an affi-
tance of fuccefs, that he ordered Nafralla to
~ ftay behind with the greateft part of the artil-
lery, and ruthed with a wild impetuofity upon
thé Indians. The fhock was equally wiolent
on beth fides, but the two armics o o

G 4 “duted
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4.D.1739. ducted with a very different {pirit ; for while the

Nad. ga.

L P

Perfians were able, with very little impediment,
to feize every advantage that prefented itfelf,
their enemies were quickly thrown into confu-
fion, and would have made but a fhort refiftance,
if fo unwieldy a body could even have retreated
with fpeed. After a fcene of havock and diforder
for five hours, the prince Saidet, who had been
the firlt to take the field, was the firft to leave .
it ; and his troops by their fudden flight
imparted a general terrour to Mohammed, and
his miniiters, who retired in hafte to their ca mp
at Karnal, and depended for their fafety on the
ftrength of their intrenchments. The rout of
the Indian army foon became univerfal ; the two
nephews of Saadet, who were mounted upon the
fame elephant, were taken prifoners ; Khandou-
ran received a wound, of which he died the
next day; and ten princes of eminent rank,
with an hundred nobles and officers of diftinction,
and thirty thoufand of their foldiers were flain
in the altion; a great number of Indians were
made captives, and all their elephants,. horfes,
and inftruments of war fell into the hands of
the conquerors,

After this victory, Nader Shah advanced to
the camp of Mohammed, which he found
fo ftrongly fortified, that he could not at-
tack it with advantage, but thought it more
prudent to enclofe it an all fides, and to diftrefs
the Indians, who were almoft deftitute of pro-
vilions, by acontinual blockade: on the third day
after this, the minifters of Mohammed, finding
1t impoflible either to exift in that confinement
ot to efcape from it, prevailed with him to pre-
ferve his life at the expence of his kingdom, and,

by
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by refigning his diadem, to calm the refentment 4.D.173.
of the conqueror. The great Mogul perceived Nd: s>-
the neceflity of this expedient, and left his in- B o
trenchments, attended only by the prince of
Decan, the grand vizir, and his other nobles.
When Nader Shah was informed of his approach
in this fubmiflive manner, he fent the prince
Nafialla to meet him, and himfelf received him
at the door of his tent, where be took him by
the band with great mildnafs, and placed bim by
his fide on the throne. Mohammed refigned his
crown in form, and was treated, on that day and
the next, as a gueft in the Perfian camp, where
he received every demonftration of refpect. On
the firft of February, Nader Shah advanced to-
wards Dehli ; and on the feventh, he encamped
in the gardens of Shalehmah; where Mohammed
obtained leave to enter the city, in order to pre-
pare his palace for the reception of his van-
quifher. Nader followed him on the ninth; and
was conducted to a magnificent edifice, built by
the Mogul Shahgehan, which, upon this occa-
fion, was decorated with every ornament, that
the treafury of Mohammed could fupply. That
unfortunate monarch, finding himfelf reduced
to the condition of a private noblemarn, pre-
pared to attend his conqueror with the loweft
marks of fubmiffion : but Nader Shah fcon raied
him from the ftate of dejection into which he
was funk, by declaring that he would reinflate
him on the throne of his anceflors, and that b
would repair the late breach in their frfx_f-m{ﬂ'a;ﬂ,
by maintaining 2 perpetual  alliance with the
Indian empire, and by giving hin a Jure fupport
upon every exigence : but that be would [flay
cme fime at Debli, to refrefb. bis army after
their lang expedition, 'The Mogul was {o pene-
' ' trated
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4.D.a739. trated w1th this unexpecied act of generofity,
Nad. 5. that he exprefled his gratitude in the firongeft
- manner, and having firipped his treafury of the

moeft valuable jewels and curiofities that were
repofited in it, he brought them as a prefent to |
Nader Shah. Thefe treafures confifted of rich |
vaies adorned with gems, vaft heaps of gn]d and |
filver in coin and ingots, with a great variety of | '
fnmptuous fi.u[ntul{,, thrones, and diadems :
among the reft was the hr‘mus throne in the |
form uf a peacock, in which the pearls and pre- |
cious ftones were difpofed in fuch a2 manner as to |
imitate the colours of that beautiful bird, and |
which was faid to be worth two millions md a |
half fterling. The princes and minifters of the |
Indian court followed the example of their king, |
and vied with each other in makmg prefents: to |
Nader Shah, who received in this manner about
nene million Mree bundred and feventy-five thou dﬁma’
pounds, exclufive of the jewels, gold, and. va- |
luable pieces of furniture, which muit have
antounted to more than double that {fum.

On the thirteenth of March, when ail affairs
feemed to be calm and peaceful a very unfor- |
tunate event had almoft caufed a fatal reverfe
in the fortunes of Nader, and compelled him

- to preferve the fruits of his victory, by an
action no lefs horrid than neceflary. Two
Indian noblemen of confiderable rank raifed a
violent fedition in the night, and inflamed the
multitude to {fuch a degree, that they rufhed with
a mad rage upon the Perfians, who were quar-
tered in the city, and, having {lain a great num-
ber of them, ran to the ftable of the royal cle-
phants, and put their keeper to death. When
Nader Shah was apprifed of this tumult, he or-

dered
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dered his officers to a&t wholly upon the defen- 4.0.173.
five during the remainder of the night ; and in N4 s>
the morning, finding the riot rather increafed
‘than abated, and fenfible of his own danger, if the
Indian army-fhould revolt and join the rioters,
“he gave orders for a general maffacre in that
part of the city, where the fedition firft broke
out. Upon thefe orders the enraged Perfians
deftroyed all they met, and demolifhed every
building by which they pafled : this dreadful
carnage lafted feveral hours, and when the
richelt edifices in Dehli were levelled with the
ground, and near thirty thoufand of the inha-
bitants flain, the Great Mogul and his minilters
interceded with Nader for the pardon of the
-other citizens'; they entréated him fo moderate
‘bis refentment, which they allowed to be juit,
‘and to be fatisfied awith the punifbment bhe bad
inflifled upon’ the guilty, without [fhedding the
blood of the innocent. Nader Shah complied
with their requeft, and gave immediate orders
for a ceflation of the maffacre ; but he was
determined to chaftife the authors of the fedition,
-who had fled with about four hundred of their
affociates to a fortrefs not far from the city.
Two Indian minifters were charged with the
odious office of putting their countrymen to
death : thefe unfortunate men, whofe precipi-
tate rathnefs had brought fuch a number of
their fellow-citizens to deftruction, were taken
after a fhort refiftance, and {fuffered the punith-
ment which their folly deferved, though their
good defign, perhaps, might give them a claim
- to better {uccefs.

After a fcene of fuch terrour and confternation,
it will juftly feem furprifing that there ﬂmutl}d
o e €
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- A.D.1719. be any room in the breafls of the Indians for mirth
Nad. 52. and entertainment, yet fuch was their infatuation,
that, in about ten days after the maflucre, the nup-
tials of Prince Nafralla with a daughter of the
Mogul were celebrated with all the marks of
joy and feftivity. Mohammed prefented his fon-
in-law with a rich veft almoft covered with pearls
and diamonds, with fix elephants, and as many
beautiful horfes with faddles and trappings of
gold, enriched with precious ftones: and a whole
week was {pent in banquets, thows, pageants,
and diverfions of every kind, among whici Were
the battles of wild beafts, which are trained by
the Indians for that purpofe. Nader Shah in the
mean time gave an ample recompenie to his army
for their faithful {ervices ; and, befides the valua-
ble prefents which he diftributed among his
officers, he afligned a largefs of abowve fwelve
pounds to every private foldier ¥ : and, that his
{ubjects in general might enjoy the fruits of his
conquett, he ordered it to be proclaimed through
all the provinces of Perfia, that they fhould pay
no kind of tax for the fpace of three years. As
he was now preparing to leave India, he con-
vened an aflfembly of all the princes and minifters
of the Mogul’s court, and with his own hand
replaced the imperial diadem on the head of Me-
hammed, and helped him to afcend the throne,
which he had received from his prnﬁenimrs:
after this he harangued the Indian Minifters, and
gave them the moft falutary advice for the welfare

* An illuftrious French writer (Montefg. Confider. fur la
Grandeur des Romains) fuppofes, that Nader Sbab gave no
more than twelve pounds to each of his foldiers, left, b
growing rich with the fpoils of Iwdia, they fhould ﬁnﬁ
into foftnefs and luxury.

2 of
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of their country, enjoining them £ obey in every
refpect the commands of their prefent fovereign.
Mohammed exprefled a moft grateful fenfe of
thefe favours, and entreated Nader to accept of
all the provinces fituated on the other fide of the
river Atok, together with thofe of Sind and
Tata, and their dependencies. ‘The King of
Perfia was glad to annex thefe provinces to his
empire, as they were advantageouily fituated,
and as fome of them had been formerly con-
fidered as part of Khorafan :_he therefore readily
accepted the prefent; and the Mogul made a
ceflion in form of the territories juft mentioned.
On the twenty-fifth of May Nader Shah led his
army from Dehli, and repafled the Indus ; but a
bridge, which he had built over that river, was
broken down by the rapidity of the current
“before half his troops had pafled ; and the reft
~were obliged to crofs it in boats : this accident
detained them in that fultry climate till the
middle of fummer, and was the caufe of their
fuffering incredible pain in their marches, from
the very intenfe and oppreflive heat. At this time
Nader Shah formed a plan of renewing hoftilities
againft the kings of Bokhara, and Kharezm,
whom his fon Rizakuli had defeated during the
fiege of Candahar, but whofe entire reduction
he referved for himfelf. Agreeably to this defign,
he fent a number of approved artifts to Balkh,
with orders to build feveral barges, and to
launch them in the Oxus, that he might at any
time tranfport his men and ammunition inte
Turkeftan, or the Tranfoxan 1artary.

Abulfeiz, king of Turan, or of Bokhara, as
the oriental writers call him, had made {everal ir-

ruptions into Perfia in conjunction with IlPurs,
ave-

93
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A.D.1739. fovereign prince of Kharezm, and had com-
Nad- 52 mitted many aéts of violence, for which Nader
¥. Shah now determined to make reprifals on:them,
and to chaftife their infolence.” They had been
already defeated by Rizakuli, as it has been re-
lated ; but, finding Nader Shah engaged in his 4
Indian expedition, llbars had the boldnefs to pafs
the' Oxus a fecond time, with intent to lay wafte
the borders of Khorafan. The prince, then regent |
of Perfia, was at Herat, when he received intelli-
gence of this incurfion; and immediately led
his army againft the invader. Ilbars retired to a
caftle near Abiurd, where he imagined himfelf
in perfect fecurity ; but while he was preparing
to ftrengthen the place of his retreat, the gover-
nor of Abiurd advanced with a body of men to
‘examine the fituation of the enemy : a report was
inftantly fpread among the Kharezmians, that the -
prince Rizakuli ‘was clofe to the caftle with a
numerous army ; which falfe alarm threw Ilbars
into fuch a panick, that he decamped in confufion
‘and returned to the feat of his dominion. Nader
Shah, in the mean time, was purfuing his march |
towards Cabul, which he left on the twenty- |
feventh of November, and advanced towards |
his new territories in the province of Sind : but |
he had not ncgleéted to fend ambafladors to
the courts of  Ruflia and Turky, in order to
inform them of his fuccefs in India, and to pre- |
fent the fovercigns of thofe empires with part of
his {poils. This embafly t6 Ruflia {feems to have |
been merely ceremonial, unlefs we fuppofe it to
have a mixture of vanity and oftentation; but
he had other views in that to the Sultan, with |
whom he was far from intending to preferve |
2 laiting amity = and be was willing upon this oc-
cafion |

Ty

i
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cafion to fhow ﬁsm bﬁw_fﬂ-"_ the Pfrjfan arms could 4.p.1710.
_d’#fﬁﬂd._ - . e Nad. gz.
4 5 : ) 1: : . ¥ ¥ .
In Nader Shah’s march through Sind, he met

with fome obitructions from the chiefs of feveral
caftles, who attempted to oppole him, but wers
~all reduced to 'fu%rqiﬂioh'iifger' a Thort refiftance :
but the groundlefs fears, and avarice of Rlo-
daiar, governor of that province, delayed him
longer than the fiercenels and valour of the
other chiefs. This weak man had Dbeen very,
_officious in paying his court to Nader Shah,
during his conquelts in Perfia, and in fendin
him letters of congratulation upon the fuf:_ccg'-
- of his arms: but, after the Indian expedition,
he was fo apprehenfive of lofing his treafurcs,
and {o afraid of falling into the hands of the
conqueror, that he payed no regard to his re-
peated invitations, peremptorily refufed to do
homage at the throne of the Perfian monarch,
- and Eﬂd to a flrong hold in the midlt of
a  barren .defert,  called dmercout, where he.
concealed his moncy and jewels in a fubter-
raneous cavern. When Nader heard of his flight,
he refolved to purfue him, and to punifh him
for difobeying his command : accordingly he 4.D.1740.
paffed the river Sind over a bridge of boats, and, Nad-s53-
having marched over a rough defert, which had
before been thought impaflable, he arrived on
the fifteenth. of February, before the calile of
Khodaiar. As foon as the filly Indian faw the
vi@orious army under his walls, he attempted
to make his efcape ; but was taken by the Per-
fian foldiers, and brought with all his family
“and attendants before Nader Shah; to whom he
“difcovered in what place he had repofited his
treafure, hoping by thai difcovery to fave his
- 1116,
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4.D.1740. life, which Nader, however, had no thought of |
Nad. 53. taking : butin order to make him fenfible of his |
errour, he kept him in chains feveral days; at |
the end of which he gave him his liberty, re-
ftored him to his pofleflions, and appointed him
governor of Tata and part of Sind, the reft of
which province he divided among his faithful |
commanders.

After having fettled the affairs of his new
dominion, thc?;ing of Perfia returned to Nader-
abad, the city which he had built during the fieze
of Candahar, and from which he had been ab-
fent two years. He ftayed but five days in this
city ; and advanced towards Herat, which he
entered on the twenty-fixth of May: here he |
was joined by his nephew Alikuli, together with
the young princes Imamkuli, and Shahrokh,
who were received by the King with every mark
of affeftion: they made at the fame time an
apology for the abfence of the prince Rizakuli,
who was detained by fome affairs of great im-
portance to the empire, and promifed to meet
the King his father at Badghis. Shabrokh feemed
to be the favourite of the court, and it was re-
marked, that a prince of the fame name, the
fon of Timur, had fixed the feat of his empire in
the city of Herat: upon which the magiftrates
of that city ftruck a number of medals with the
name and title of the young prince. In this
place, Nader chofe to make his triumph for the
conquelt of India, and to fhow his fubjects the
riches he had gained by it: as he was highly
pleafed with the peacock-throne, which he brought
from Dehli, he had ordered his jewellers to
make another in the fame form, and with the
fame {plendour, together with a pavilion, cqua_llﬁ-

TiC
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rich and magnificent. Thefe works were fnow 4.D.1730.
finithed in the higheft perfection, and exhibited Nad. s3-
at one view the finelt pearls and precious
ftones, that remained from the {poils of Dehli:
they were difplayed in publick on the fourth
of June, which day and feveral others were -
{pent in pageants, thows, and entertainments.
On the tenth, Nader gave a confiderable prefent
to each of the princes, and, leaving them in
Herat, advanced towards Badghis, where he
met Rizakuli at the head of his army. As
{foon as the prince faw him, he ran to him and
kifled his ftirrups, exprefling at the fame time
his fubjection to his father and to his king : and
Nader Shah, having raifed him with great ten-
dernefs, applauded in the ftrongeft terms his -
prudence in the government of Perfia, and his
valour in the defence of it. After thisthey ad-
vanced to the royal tents, both of them equaily
ignorant of their unhappy deftiny, and very little
apprehenfive of the dreadful events, which were
to fucceed to their long courfe of victory and
good fortune. Nader Shah fpent feveral days 1n
reviewing the troops of his fon, whom he amply
rewardef for their fervices, and, having prefented
the prince with a diadem and bracelet fet with
gems of confiderable value, led his forces to-
wards the city of Balkh, where he had ‘nrclf:‘red
preparations to be made for his expedition 1ato
Tartary.

f

H
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The war in Tartary.

N the laft day of July the army reached the

banks of the Oxus, and found on the river
eleven hundred barges, whieh Nader Shah had
ordered to be built, that he might convey his
artillery and provifions info the Tranjoxan pro-
winces : they continued their march with great
rapidity, and arrived in ten days at the pafles of
Bokbara, where a number of chiefs and gover-
nors fubmitted to the Shab’s generals, and paid
hemage to them as to his reprefentatives.

In the mean while, the princes Riza and A,
having pafled the Oxus, advanced along the op-
pofite bank, and fpread a gencral terrour before
them : but the Sheh continuced mn Perfiq till the
cighteenth of Augu/, when he crofied the river
in 2 fumptuous barge, which had been prepared
for his reception. Scon after this, a bridge, which
Nader had ordered to be built over the Oxus,
was completed ; a numervous army of Perfians
were in a fhort time aflembled on the northern
fide of the river, and were marching in full
array towards the metropolis of Mawaranabr :
but the King of Turan had no inclination to give
them battle, and fent his {irft Vizir to the Perfian
camp with the humbleft offers of fubjection.
Nader Shah veceived the Vizir with great affa-
bility, and, baving prefcnted him with a rich
mantle, according to the cuftom of Afatick

princes,
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princes, difmifled him with orders to conduc the 4.D.1740,
King his mafter to the camp, and to aflure him, INatt. Eds
that nothing but bis tmmediate compliance could
preferve bimfelf from deflruction, and bis kingdom

Jrom ruin. The Tartarian Monarch was under

a neceflity of obeying thefe haughty commands:

he had defcended too low already to think of
recovering his dignity, and he was too prudent

to irritate, by his difobedicnce, a powerful ad-
verfary, whom he could not repel by force of

arimns.

The Perfian army ftill continued their courfe,
and encamped on the twenty-third of Augu/t at the
diftance of twelve miles from the city of Bokhdra :
on the next day in the afternocon, Abulfeiz,
King of Turan, attended by his Vizirs and Cour-

tiers, arrived at the camp; and, being admitted
into the prefence of Nader Shah, layed his diadem
and other enfigns of royalty at the feet of the
Conqueror. 1f this fortunate man thowed a
fierce and violent temper on other occalions, he
certainly behaved at the prefent juncture with a
noble moderation : he affigned the captive mo-
narch a place in the council, and declared, that
he meaned to refiore him, as he bad reftored the
Emperor of India, to bis former dignity 5 but that
he Jjhould fix the Oxus as the common boundary of
the Tartarian and Perfian empires, and annex fo the
latter all the diftricls lying to the fouth and weft of
that river, together with Balkh and its dependen-
cies ; in confirmation of which alliance, he pro-
pofed to marry his nephew Ai; to a dau hter of
Abulfeiz : the Turanian had too much fenfe to
object to a fingle propofal of Lis Conqueror, who
could cafily have forced him to confent, and who,

with refpect to him, had acted mildly and bene-
H 2 volently.
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A.D.apg0. volently.  After feveral amicable conferences,

Nad. 53- the two fovereigns advanced to Bokhara; where
Nader reftored the crown of Zartary to his cap-
tive with great ceremony, and placed a diadem,
fet with pearls, upon his head, as a mark of his
particular favour: he conferred upon him ano-
ther honour, which was mercly verbal ; for, as
the chief rulers of the Tranfoxan provinces had
born .only the fimple title of Khan or Lord, he
gave that of Slab, or King, to dbulfeiz, and his
defcendants. On the fame day, the nuptials of
Ali and the princefs of Turan were celebrated
with uncommen magnificence. -

The next morning Nader Shab led his forces
towards fbarezm, which, we may remember, was
faid in the [fntroduclion to be an extenfive king-
dom lying on ecach fide of the Oxus, near the
place where it emptied itfelf into the Cafpian, |
and containing a number of large cities and
fortrefles, which, from the advantage of their
fitnation, were accounted impregnable. IHis
view in vifiting this country, was to make re-
prifals upon flbars, who then governed it, and
who, during the Indian expedition, had made fre-
quent incurfions into Khorafun. This Chief was
then in a caftle, named Hezarefb, before which
Nader appeared on the eighteenth of Oclober ; but,
finding it very ftrongly fortified, and capable of |
refifting the moft vigorous affaults, he thought i
advifeable to mrake a pretence of marching to-
ward Kbeiva, the Capital of the province, juftly
concluding, that Tibars wonld hazard a battle to
Jave bis metropolis. He was not difappointed ;
for the Kbarexmian no {ooner heard of his mo-
tions, than he left the fortrefs, and marched to
Kheiva by another road, while Nader, expeftiﬁlg

: thag
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that event, returned through fome pafles in the 4.D.1740.
mountains, and entirely precluded him from the Nad. ¢4,
hope of regaining Hezare/b. Ilbars, thus inter-
cepted, retived in hafte to a weaker caftle, where
he foon found it impoflible to make any defence:
he therefore, in a fit of defpair, refolved to give
the Perfians battle, and advanced intrepidly to
the ficld; but, after a fhort fkirmifh, he was
driven back, and, leaving moft of his men dead
on the plain, faved him{elf with a few attendants
in the fort: the conquerors began immediately
to batter the walls, and, after a brifk fire for three
days, made a confiderable breach, and took the
caftle in a violent affault; yet even then the prince
of Kharexm, deferted by his friends, and deftitute
of fuccour, had the madnefs to think of holding
out fingly againft fo formidable an encmy, and
would not furrender, till fome Perfian foldiers
dragged him by force before the Shah, who or-
dered him to be put todeath, in revenge for the
Perfian envoys, who had been fent to {fummon
him at Hezavefb, and whem he had inhumanly
murdered. :

ilbars feems to have been a mere. favage, wha,
without any talent neceffary to form a General,
had affumed the character of a warriour, and in-
vaded Perfia without any provocatioi, but was
put to flight in every engagement, and received
at laft the purithment, which his folly, arrogance,
obftinacy, and cruclty certainly deferved,

After this victory, the princes A/i and Riza
obtained leave to retire to Mefhed, where they
intended to pafs fome time with Nafralla,
“whom they had not feen fince his return from
India ; but Nader Shah ftayed {everal days

H longer
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longer in Kharezm, in order to concert meafures

Nad- 53+ for the peaceable government of that principa-

] Jit
u}",

which he gave to a near relation of Abul-
feiz, named Thaker, a nobleman of illuftrious
merit : after which arrangement he repafled the
Oxus, and arrived at Meru in the middle of
December.  He made but a fhort ftay in that
city, and advanced with great expedition to
his' favourite caftle of Ae/at, which he had
fixed upon as the place of his retreat, whenever
his advanced age, and the completion of his
military projects, fhould enable him to refign
the throne, and pafs the remainder of his Iife
in a glorious retirement. He determined to
provide this place with every thing requifite to
make his folitude agreeable ; mnﬁﬁentl}r with
which defign, he caufed a fumptuous palace to
be raifed in Aelat, together with elegant baths,
temples, aqueduéts, and houfes for his officers
and minifters : he ordered the treafures collected
at Deli to be tranfported into the caftle, which
was far the ftrongeft hold in the Perflan Em-
pire. After thefe regulations he left Relaf, and,
returning through a wvery agrecable country,
reached Mefed at the clofe of the year,

Nader Shab entered the metropolis of his

" kingdom in triumph, and nothing was feen in

the city but diverfions and pageants, from the
-opening ot the new year to the tenth of March,
which day was folemnized with more than
vlual magnificence. He had, in the courfe of
five years, fubdued or put to flight as many

-1 L] - D - - -
sovereign Princes ¥, conquered three flourithing

rr—

¥ fﬂrﬁr‘ﬂﬁ Huffein, Mobammed §hab, Abulfeiz, and Ilhars.
king-
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kingdoms, and extended the boundaries of Per-
fia, as far as Oxus to the north, and Indus to the
eaft. His next objet was to drive the Turks
from the banks of the Tigris and Eupbrates, as
he had already driven both them and the R/
Jfians from the Cyrus and Araxes; but the death
of his brother Zoheireddaula was yet unrevenged :

10

A.D. 1741,
Nad. 54.

L S

he, therefore, had no fooner recovered from °

the fatigue of his laft campaign, than he led bis
army towards the mountains of Shirvan. On
the third of May, as he was niding through a
a foreft in Mazenderan, a mufket-ball, fired from
a diftance, grazed his right arm, and {truck his
horfe on the head, who fell immediately to the
ground : the ball was aimed at Nader Shab by
an aflaffin, who lay in ambufh behind a tree,
but, finding he had failed in his defign, had
fled with great hafte, and hid himfelf in the
thickeft part of the wildernefs. The prince Ri-
zahuli was in bis father’s train, and appeared to
be much furprifed at this acciden? : but many of
the courtiers, who were prefent, fufpected that
the plot had been concerted by him, and, though
the Perfian author fuppofes him to be innccent,
yet the frequent examples of thefe horiid at-
tempts in the courts of Afia, and the confidence
with which our own writers relate the flory,
may induce us to believe, that their fufpicions
of his guilt are not wholly groundlefs. It was
reported, however, that a fon of Dilaver, one
of the barbarous chiefs mentioned in a former

art of this narrative, was the contriver of the
plot, and had fuborned a defperate villain to fire
at the Shah, when he thould pafs through that
foreft : the affaflin was purfued, and, being taken
by the Perfian foldiers, was put 0 immediate

death.
I 4 The
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The conquelt of Daghefan was effected with

Nad. s Tittle difliculty ; as moft of the favage chiefs,

alarmed at Nader’s approach, came to him at the
head of their tribes, and made a promife of in-
violable fubmifiion to their Conqueror and his
defcendants.

The firft months of the new year were em-

* played in receiving foreign embaflies, and in

negotiating 2 treaty with the Sultan Mahmud,
by which Nader propofed to recover the whole
proviace of Mefopotamia 5 and, having fo confi-
derably enlarged the Perfian Empire, he intended
to refign the crown, and retire to Aelaf, where
he had repofited all the treafures of Judia.
Among the ambafladors, who arrived this year
at the court of Mefbed, was an Indian Emir, fent
by the Great Mogul with a congratulatory letter
to the Shadh on his vifteries in Tartary, and a
curious piece of furniture, made of red fandal-
wood, and carved in a moft elegant manner :
Nader accepted the prefent, and difmifled the
Emir, with one no lefs valuable for the Mogul,
confifting of feveral vafes adorned with gems ;
at the fame time he fent back a band of mufi-
cians and dancers, whom he had trought with
him from Deb/i, in order to infiroct his fubje@s
in the Indian mulick and method of dancing,
which he greatly admired. What that kind of
mufick was, it1s impoflible for us to determine ;
but we cannot help admiring the remarkable
difpofition of this fingular man, who, with the

fiercenefs of a warriour, had yet a tafte for the

polite and ornamental arts, and, while he was
conquering an Empire, had the calmnefs to think
of improving the mufick of his nation.

The
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. The relt of the year was {pent in reducing the D
xporthern provinces, and principally in fettling Nad. ss.
the affairs of Georgia and Circaffia.

Nader Shah, perceiving that the Sultan mean- 4.D.1743.
ed only to trifie with him, and being now at Nad. 5.
leifure to renew hoftilities, marched at the open-
in%:; of theyear towards Bagdad, and took feve-
‘ral confiderable places in his way. Abmed fent
him a fubmiflive meffage, and entreated him to
reflect on the ruinwhich be fhould bring on himfelf, .
if he were to abandon a City, which the Sultan
‘bad exprefsly ordered him to .:Z'gff?iff. The Turkifh
court, on the other hand, were making pre-
parations for an obftinate war, and had fent a
decifion of the Muftz to all their dfiatick gover-
nors, importing, that [t was lawful te flay or
make prifoners the inbabitants of Perfia, as bhere-
ticks and oppofers of the true faith. On hearing
this, the Shah, defpairing at that time to reduce
the governor of Bagdad, advanced with all
poflible fpeed to Awi/, a large and opulent
City, then governed by Fuflein, who had lately
been reinforced by the baiha of Aleppo with all
his troops. He purfued his operations with great
rapidity, raifed a ftrong bridge over the niver,
and, having completed his lines, began to bom-
bard the citadel. The garrifon fupperted a fharp
fire for feveral days, but at length Huffein Pafba
exprefied an inclination to capitulate, and fent
two officers to the Perfian camp with an cffer
of amicable tecrms, but reprefented to him toe
dangers to which a Turkith governor was expofed,
wwho fhould furvender a City committed to bis care,
and defired a refpite for a few months fo obtain
the confent of his court, and to perfuade them 1o
“make a peace with the Shah at any rate. « Nader,
% fays the Perjian biftorian, accepted thefe pro-
R ' ¢ pofals,
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4.D.17a3.% pofals, and confented to defit from any fur- ;

Ned: s6. ¢ ther hoftilities, till an anfwer could be re- |
“ ccived from Gonflantinople.”” Accordingly he |
raifed the fiege, and amufed himfelf, in this
interval, with vifiting the places near Bagdad, |
which had been rendered facred by the refidence
of Ali, and the firf? fucceffors of Mabomed. In the |
mean time great civilitics pafled between him |
and the governor of Bagdad ; and a variety of |
prefents were interchanged, as tokens of their
mutual regard. Ahmed prepared a magnificent |
barge, in which' Nader Shah pafled the Tigris, 1
and, with an indolence unworthy of his active |
nature, condefcended to difpute upon fubjeéts
of religion with the Mahomedan priefts, who
took care to be always of his opinion. This
irrefolute and imprudent conduct, in a man fo
bold and impetuous, muft needs be a matter of
aftonifhment to the reader: it will, therefore,
be neceffary to explain the caufes of it.

If Nader Shab had perithed in the foreft of
Mazenderan on the third of May 1741, his courfe
would have been compietely glorious; and he
would have left a moft flourithing Empire to a
valiant and active Prince, who, in all probability,
would have followed the example of his father :
but his glory was now declining, and his life
feemed likely to be clofed in weaknefs and mi-
fery. It had been fuggefted to him by fome of
his courtiers, that the villain, who fired at him
in the foreft, had been fuborned by his eldeft
fon Riza ; and fome of our travellers relate this
ftory as an indifputable faét * ; but whether the

* The fame writers aflure us, that the unfortunate Shad
Tabmajp was put to death by Rizakuli, while Nader was in
India. ;

2 ' fugs



Lire oFr NADER SHAH. 10y

fuggeltion were juit or groundlefs, it is certain 4.p.r74s.
‘that Nader, in a fit of rage, ordered the Prince’s Nad- sb-
eyes to be torn out ; the common, but inhuman,
punifhment for high crimes in Afia. His orders
were no fooner executed, than he repented of
his hafty paflion ; remorfe, anguifh, and defpair
fucceeded to his wrath, and a diforder preyed
upon his {pirits, which gained new force every
day. Confcious of his growing malady, he was
defirous to conclude a peace with the Turks, and
to feek fome comfort from the retirement which
he had fo long meditated : but a circumitance,
which happened the next year, roufed him from
his lethargy, and led him to make a laft effort,

which was not altogether unworthy of his for-
mer character.

A Turki/b commander, named Gemd! Ogli, Who 4.D.1744-
was then at Cars in Armenia, which he had re- Nad:s7-
covered, fent circular letters to the principal
officers of Perfia, inciting them fo revolt from the
U furper Nader, and to jomn the banners of Prince
Sefi, the true beir to the crown. This Pretender,
whofe real name was Mohammed Al, had for-.
merly gotten his bread in the city of Shufer,
the ancient Sufa, by begging in the drefs of a
dervife : one day a man, who 'gave him alms,
obferved that he refembled the Schi family in his
complexion, and the colour of his eyes ; from which
the beggar took the hint of a moft impudent
impofture, and told the people a piteous itory of
his misfortunes, afluring them, that le never
had intended to reveal the fecret of bis birth, but
that, fince be was betrayed by bis features, he found
himfelf obliged to confefs, that he was really the
Prince Sefi. Upon this, fo great a croud affem-
bled round him every day, that the governor
of Shufler was forced to drive him from the
s upiin City;
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city ; whence he proceeded to Bagdad, and was
introduced to Abmed as a prince of the houfe of
Sc% : the governor, imagining that the heir to

L
the throne of Perfia, whether real or pretended,

would be ufeful to his court, fent him to Con-
fantinople, where he had apartments allotted to

‘him in the palace, and a confiderable revenue;
but after the depofition of Sultan Abmed 1n 1730,

he was fent to Theffatonica, and afterwards’ to

Lemnos, where he had lived many years ncg-
lefted and defpifed, but was now fummoned,
and carried into Perfia by the Turkifb General.
The letters of Gemal Opli were brought to Nader,
who immediately led his army to Abber, intend-
ing to advance as far as Uars, whither, on ac-
count or feveral delays, he did not arrive fill
the end of. july. The governor refufed to fur-.
render, and Nader Shah, finding himfelf in no

‘condition to compel him, made a fecble attempt

to bombard the citadel, but the next day ac-
cepted the governor’s offer fo give the "Turkifh
court nstice of bis defperate fifuation, and prefs them

‘to conclude a peace ; upon which he left one of

A.D.1745.

" Nad. 5.

his generals to blockade the city, and retived

into winter quarters at Berda.

At the beginning of March he advanced to-
wards Erivan, but was attacked with fo violent
a diforder, that he was forced to be carried in
a litter, and did not recover his flrength till the -
middle of fummer;. at which time he was in-
formed that Mohammed Pafba, the late Grand
Vizir, was marching by the way of Erzerum
with twelve other Bathas, at the head of a vait
army, and that two more Turkifh officers were
haftening through Diarbecr to join them with

all their forces. Nader fcented to be tranfported

with
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with joy at this intclligence, hoping by one 4.D.574s.
decifive blow to terminate his difpute with the Ned-38+
Turks, and either to crown his labours with g e
victory, or to end in the field of battle a life,
which 'was now become a burden to him : he
therefore fent his fon Nafralla to prevent the
junction of the two Turkifh armies, and, having
appointed the princes lmamkuli and Ihrabim go-
vernors of Khorafan and Irék in his abfence,
proceeded by forced marches, and on thetwenty-
eighth of Fuly encamped in the fame plain, where
he had defeated Abda/lz ten years before. The
next day Mobammed appeared with an hundred
thoufand horfe, and forty thoufand foot, but
he marched very flowly, and pitched his tents
in the evening at the bottom of a mountain.
On the thirtieth, both armies advanced into the
plain ; but the whole day was {pent in {light
{kirmifhes, in which the Turks generally retived
with lofs. Mohammed muft have been either
ignorant of Nader’s infirmity, or timid to the
laft degree, for if he had made a bold attack
on this day, it would probably have been fuc-
cefsful ; but, alarmed at the very name of Na-
der Shah, and thinking his treops unable to
oppofe the hardy veterans, who had learned the
force of difcipline in the battle of Rerral, he
thought it prudeut to found a retreat, and re-
tired with fuch filence and expedition, that a
detachment of Perfians, who were fent to exas
mine the Turki/h camp, were furprifed to hind
it deferted : but the janiflaries, confeious of their
own valour, and eager to engage their cnemies,
began to murmur at the remiflnefs of thew
commander ; and his council were apprehenfive
of a general mutiny, if he fheuld delay to lead
them back into the fickd. :

) Un



110
AiD.1745.

Tue HISTORY or Tue
On the ninth of Auguf a letter was brought

Nad-s8- to Nader Shabh from the prince Nafraliz, in-
~ ¥ forming him of a complete victory, which he

had gained over the Bafha’s, who were march-
ing from Diarbecr, and whom he had intercepted
in a plain near Mufel. The King was highly
pleafed with this letter, and fent it to Mobammed
by one of the Turkifh prifoners, who had no
fooner reached the camp, than he heard a loud
noife, and prefently difcovered, that the foldiers
had revolted, and put their General to death.
By this time the Perfians had advanced clofe to
the Turki/b camp, and, perceiving the diforder
of the enemy, attacked them on all fides : the
Jurks fled in confufion ; and, while fome of
Nader’s troops were engaged in purfuing them,
the reft feized their artiﬁcr}r, tents, and ammu-
nition : twelve thoufand janiffaries were flain,
among whom were feveral officers of diftinétion.
Nader Shah ftayed a few days in this place to
refreth his army, and to divide the fpoils among
them ; after which he led them to Hamadan,
and thence proceeded to lfpaban, which he did
not reach till the clofe of the year, as he made
a long ftay in fome. of the principal towns, in
order to regulate the affairs of his Empire. In
his way he wveceived an ambaflador from the
King of Khoten, who had fent a valuable prefent
to Nader Shah, with a letter of congratulation
upon all his victories, in which he took occafion
to requelt, that a proper officer might be Jent to fix
the boundaries of their refpective dominions : the
Shah readily complied with his requeft, and dif-
mifled the ambaflador with a prefent of nine
drabian horfes, and a cimiter fet with jewels.
This prince was defcended from Genghizbban,
and had been raifed by his merit to t]%e thmn?
- | 0
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of Kheten, while his brother reigned in the king- 4.0.174s.
dom of Khata ; both which countries are ufually Nd- st
mentioned together by the 4fatick writers, and
reach from the northern frontiers of China to
the territories of Balkb, which Nader Shah had

lately annexed to the empire of Perfia.

Nader had now baffled the laft effort of his 4.D.1746
moft dangerous enemies ; and, as his diforder N 5o
grew daily upon him, he was very defirous of
making an honourable peace, and of haftening
to that retirement, which had been his chief
object for feveral years. Inthe middle of March,
therefore, he fent an offer of accommodation to
the Turki/h court, who liftened eagerly to his pro-
pofals ; but the whole year was fpent in nego-
tiations, and peace was not concluded till 7a-
nuary 1747, wn the fixtieth year of Nader’s /i e.,£+ﬂd!?j¢?-
As he had no further intentions of renewing 0 AR
the war, he dropped Ais two articles relating to
the mefque at Mecca, which, as we obferved be-
fore, were only intended to amufe the Turks
before the expedition againft Candabar ; and the
Porte, on the other hand, confented to protet
the Perfian pilgrims, to fet their prifoners at
hberty, and to relinquifh their claim to the
provinces of Irak and Azarbigian, one. diftrict
of which was ceded to the Sultan as a free gift,
and as a mark only of the Shagl’s amicable in-
tentions.

While Nader was preparing to vifit the place
of his birth, and had thoughts of refigning the
diadem to his fon Nafra/la, he received news,
that a noble Perfian, named Zak: Ehan, to whom
he had affigned the government of Fars, had
declared himfelf indspendent of his benefaltor, }E:zd

revolted
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revolted gpenly ; in which he was foon imitated '
by the governors of fome other provinces. This
intelligence drove him to a degree of fury,
which can fcarce be conceived : he put to death
a great number of his governors and minifters,
upon the {lighteft fufpicion of their guilt;
and, not fatisfied with deftroying the leaders
of the rebellion, he cut off whole cities, and
forced the greateft number of his fubjeéts to
feeck a refuge in the mountains and deferts.
After he had celebrated the Nuriz in the city of
Rerman, he advanced to Mefled, which he found
in 2 manner deferted, and the whole province'
ripe for revolt: his madnefs was now raifed to’
the higheft pitch; he fent Nafralla, his grand-
fon Shabrokh, and the other princes, to the
caftle’ of Relat; refolving in the mean time to’
exterminate the rebels without mercy.

It was not long before he heard that the pro-
vince of Segeffan had revolted ; upon which he
fent his nephew 4/ to reduce it to fubmiflion,
under the guidance of an old and faithful of-
ficer named Tahmafp. The young prince, eager
to poflefs the treafures of his uncle, and panting
for the delights of a throne, propofed to his
guide to join the Segefamans, and depofe the
Tyrant, whofe age and infirmities rendered him in-
capable of retgmng : the old man was fhocked at
the idea, and diffuaded the prince from {o bafe
an attempt. 4/ diffembled his difpleafure ; but
in a few days the perfon, who had occafioned
it, was no more : he poifoned Tabmafp, and
caufed himfelf in feveral provinces to be pro-
claimed ling of Perfiay but as the life of Nader:
Shab was a great obftacle to his defigns, be def~
patcled three of bis officers in order to remove it.

g Naden
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Nader had notice in a fhort time of this un- £4.D.1747.
natural rebellion ; and, as his prefeace alone Nid-6o-
could have any chance of fupprefling it, he leit
Me/bed at the end of May, to which he never
returned.

On Sunday, the eighth of June, he encamped
at a place called Fatehabad, or The manfion
of wiflory, where, fatigued with his long march,
oppreffed with years, funk in deilpair, he
retired early to his tent, and {lept till mid-
night ; at which time the three aflaflins {fent by
Ali, who had al{o bribed the officers upon guard,
entered the tent, and in a few minutes put an
end to a life, which had been devoted to deftroy
the lives of others *. .

Thus fell, at the age of fixty years, NADER-
KULI, the Deliverer of Perfa, and Conqueror
of India ; who, from an humble ftation, had
raifed himfelf to a degree of power, at which
few monarchs by birth have ever arrived. He
{feems to have united the talents of a complete
General, and an able Politician ; and, though
he had not the advantages of learning, yet
appears to have had a tafle for true magnificence,

* It would have been an ealy matter, to work up a la-
boured pifture of this cataftrophe, if the writer were not
more defirous of being thought an hiftorian than a rheto-
rician : our travellers, indeed, aflure us, that Nader Shab
made a brave refiftance, and that he would, probably, have
elcaped, if bis fect bad not flipped ower the cords of the tent ;
but, as the tent muft have been exceedingly f{pacious, it is
not eafy to conceive what occafion there could be for cords
near his bed ; neither is it probable, that the circum-
flances of the murther fhould have paffed from thefe Perfan
affafling to the ears of Eurgpean merchants.

1 and
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and would probably, had he lived in happier
times, have encouraged the arts of peace, and
been no ftranger to the charms of fociety ; but
the darling objeét of his life, to which he fa-
crificed every other purfuit, and devoted all the
powers of his mind and body, was the Art of
War, in which he became equal to the greateft
Commanders of 4/fiz, and may juftly ftand upon
a level with Cyrus or Tamerlane. They, who
form a notion of his charadter from the various
narratives, which have been printed in Europe,
are apt to confider him in no other light, than
as a fearlefs Barbarian, who furmounted every
difficulty, and overthrew all his oppofers, by
the dint of mere valour and hardinefs ; but, on
a nearer view of his exploits, they will {feem to
contain fomething more than brutal heroifm,
and to have been no lefs wifely concerted than
vigoroufly performed. His great project of de-
frvering his country was executed with a regu-
larity and prudence, that can be furpafled only
by the celerity of his motions, and the vigour
of Iis acts. If we throw a veil over his latter
years, in which he was rather to be pitied than
condemned, we fhall fee nothing in his life,
but what was noble and laudable : he had neither
the rathnefs of dlexander, the infatiable ambition
of Cefar, the inflexible obftinacy of Charles the
Twelfth, nor the vices of his illuftrious rival
Peter the Great ; he refembled rather that real
Hero, Gu/tavus Vafa, who, to ufé the words of
an excellent writer,  left the foreft where he
¢ lay concealed, and came to deliver his coun-

“ try *:** like Vafa, he was raifed to the throne

e

¥ Voltaire Hift, Char. XII,
i of
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of the Empire, which he had freed from oppref-
fion j like Vafa, he changed the religion of his
fubjeds ; but he did not, like Vala, reign happy
and beloved to an advanced old age.

Early in the morning the body of the king
was expofed in the camp ; upon which the leaders

of the army, after a long debate, thought it

advifeable to declare for 4/, and invite lim to
‘the feat of his empire: but Abmed, a valiant
officer, who had always been attached to Nader,
made a bold eflort to revenge his death, and
rufhed at the head of his troop againft the other

chiefs, but was foon repulfed, and retreated in
defpair to Candahar.

Ali, having received a full account of the
tranfaction, marched with great cagernefs into
Rhorafan, and fent a body of men under able
commanders to feize the treafures of Keldt, and
the perfons of the young princes his coufins.

As the caftle of Relit was very firong, it
would have been almoft impofiible to have taken
it by ftorm; but an accident faved them the
trouble of a regular fiege: one of the foldiers
in the fortrefs, wanting fome frefh water, de-
{cended by a ladder, which he imprudently left
on the wall, and did not return, till he found
the caftle full of 4/’s men, and heard the cries
of the garrifon. The princes Nufralls, Imam-
kuli, and Shabrokh mounted their horfes, and
elcaped by another gate, intending to fly to-
wards Meru : they had fearce ridden twenty-feven
miles, when they were overtaken by a troop of
their enemies, by whom Imamkuli and Shabrokh
were made prifoners ; but Nafrallz, having killed

I 2

a {ola
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a foldier who had feized his bridle, galloped to
Meru, where he hoped to find a {ure refuge ; but
the inhabitants of the city, among whom Alr's
gold had already [pread its infection, put him in
chains, and fent him inftantly to Mefhed.

Al made a folemn entry into the capital of
Khorafan, where his firft act of benevolence was
to deprive the princes of their lives, which were
no Jonger dear to them : the unfortunate Riza,
together with Nafralla, Imamkuli, and fixteen
others of the imperial family, were maflacred ; but
Shabrokh, a beautiful boy about fourteen years
old, was kept privately in a tower, whence 4/%
defigned to bring him to the throne, and to
affume the regency during his minority, if he
fhould find the Perflans determined to oppofe
his own government.

On the twenty-fifth of Fune he was erowned
by the name of ALJ SHAH, and began his
veign by difperfing the {poils of Indrz, which his
uncle had collected in Re/idt. He {ent his brother
fbrabim to Ifpaban, and appointed him governer
of Irak ; after which he committed the care of
his Empire to his minifters, and, fixing his abode
fometimes in Mazenderan, fometimes in Khorafan,
led a life, the leaft worthy of a powerful King,
fenfual, voluptuous, effeminate.

In the mean while Ibrabim, who had repined
in fecret at the fuecefs of his brother, was con-
certing meafures to undermine his power: his
liberality foon” drew to /fpaban a number of
chiefs and governors, who had taken a juft
offence at the conduct of Ali; and, when he

had collected a foree {ufficient to try his ﬁrcngtﬁlr
r e
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he marched againft the city of Carmanfbah,
which he took by ftorm, and afterwards bent
his courfe towards Azarbigian: but in a plain
between Zerjan and Sultania, he was met by
Ali Shab, who, roufed from his indolence by
the news of this revolt, had advanced by forced
marches to intercept his progrefs. The two
armies foon came to an action ; but in the heat
of it a great number of A/’s men went over to
the enemy, and the reft were foon put to flight.
Ali was made prifoner, and condemned to lofe
his eyes by his brother, whom, contrary to the
cuftom of Perfian monarchs, he had permitted
to enjoy his fight.

Thrabim had in a fhort time fecured to his in-
terefts moft of the provinces and chief cities,
~ and found himfelf at the head of an hundred
and twenty theufand men : but the young prince
Shahrokh, who was favoured by the Khorafanians,
. fiood between him and the throne ; -and, as the
treafury was at Mefbed, he defpaired of being
fixed in his government, till he had in his power
the perfon and wealth of his rival: with this in-
tent he acted with a deep diflimulation, and {ent
one of his minifters to Me/bed, with a declaration,
that Shahrokh was now the undosubted beir of two
royal families, of Sefi by bis mother, and of
Nader Shah, by bis father; that Ibrahim <was
determined, therefore, to place bim on the throne of
his anceflors at Upahan, where the former Kings of
Perfia had refided. The Chicfs of Kborafan agreed,
that the young prince was heir to the crown,
but fent word to Ibrabim, that it would be
necellary to finifh the ceremonies ot the corona-
tion without any further delay : they accordingly
went to the prince in the tower, where he had

b3 been
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been imprifoned, and paid homage to him, as
their lawful fovereign; but the amiable youth,
juftly apprehenfive of the dangers which {fur-
round a throne, and of which at his tender
age he had been a mournful witnefs, entreated
them not to expofe him to a flate of fuch [plendid
mifery :'they would not liften to his requelt, and,
after repeated oaths of fidelity, brought him to
the palace ; where on the twentieth of September
gc took the fcepter of Perfiz with a trembling
and.

Ibrahim, finding that his proje@ had failed,
had no refource left but open rcbellion ; he
caufed bimfelf to be proclaimed King, and ordered
money to be ftruck in his name: but his un-
difcerning prodigality brought him to deftruc-
tion ; he chofe his minifters among the meaneft
of his officers, and raifed the moft ignorant
foldiers to the higheft commands in his army :
his belt troops, juftly incenfed at this conduct,
cither deferted to 8habrekb, or returned to their
native countries; fo that in a thort time he was
almoit deferted, and had fcarcely ftrength enough
to take poficilion of Rum, which it would have
been better for him never to have taken. He
was betrayed by his guards to the inhabitants of
this city, who fent him in chains to Me/bed, along
with his brother 4/i, whom he had kept in his
palace : the officer, who conducted the prifoners,
thinking to rccommend himfelf to the new
king, flew fbrakim in the way, and carried his
head to Shabrokh, who turned afide from the
bloody fight; but, when he caft his eyes upon
Ali, his regard for the memory of the princes,
whom that monfter had murdered in cold blood,
overcame his natural fweetnefs of temper, Hid

i+
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he gave orders for him to be immediately
ftrangled.

There was now a profpect of tranquillity in
the Perfian empire ; as the Shah had every qua-
lity, which promifed a happy reign : but there
was one more pretender to. the crown, a grand-
fon of Soliman 111. whom Shabrokh, perhaps im-
prudently, had fuffered to live unconfined. This
barbarian concerted a plot againit the Shas, and,
having by bribes and promifes gained accefs to
his apartment, tore out the eyes of the unfor-
tunate king, who in a lower ftation might have
preferved both his fight and his happinefs. So
cruel an aét could not be long unpunifhed : the
ruffian was feized, and put to death with every
aggravated circumftance of torture; but as the
blindnefs of Shabrokh made him incapable, by the
laws of Perfia, of reigning, he retained only the
name of fong, whillt all his affairs were con-
ducted by his minifiers : how long he lived, it
has not been in our power to learn 5 but itis eafy
to concetve that his life could be neither long
nor happy, unlefs he fpent it in retirement, where
a fenfe of religion might fupport him with hopes
of a better {tate.

Thus, in a period of fixty years, one of the moft
beautiful Empires in the world was fo drenched
in blood, and {o torn with calamities that not
one heir to the diadem remained in a capacity
to wear it ; and a fingle man of no high birth,
in a life of the fame length, delivered his country,

raifed it to the highc?l: pitch of grandeur, and

left it at his death no lefs difirefled than ever s

fuch are the miferies which naturally fliow froin
an immoderate love of dominion; fuch are the
. | 4 {ruits
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fruits of military glory, and fuch the fate of
thofe kingdoms, whofe rulers prefer the pride of
conqueft to the calmer joys ot peace and to the
welfare of their people.

Perfia has fince been divided into a number of
independent governments, and will probably
continueé in that ftate, till Aerim, who reigns in
the midland provinces, or Abdalla, whofe domi-

“nions extend from the Cafpian to the borders of

India, or fome other of the rival powers, fhall
have the good, or bad, fortune to reduce the
whole Empire to fubjetion.

The fate of India has not been better; and
from Candabar to cape Comorin, from the firaights
of Kupele to the mouth of the Ganges, there has
been a continunal fcene of havock and confufion
for a courfe of years : the vaft dominions of the
Mogul were difmembered ; the Rajas and other
Indian pringces refufed to continue their alle-
giance to the Emperor, and a defcendant of 7a-
merlane, who ftill retains the title of Shab Alem,
or, King of the World, was protected in the tents.of
Eurcpean officers, whofe employers alfo had their
thare in the 1uins of Indoftan. Who knows, but
that the time may come, when the richelt king-
doms of Afia will be provinces of Ewrgpean Em-
pires, and when the light of truth and realon will
be {pread over the fineft part of the habitable globe?

The acions related in this volume have had

a oreater influence over the affairs of Europe than
we may be apt to imagine for if Nader Shab
had loft his lite, which he {fo wantonly expoled,
in his youth, the whole face of Afiz, and of
thofc European kingdoms, which are cnnnc&si
: with
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with it, would have been different : if Perfia had
not been delivered by this daring genius, the
Ruffians would ftill have poflefled the rich pro-
vinces, which border on the Cafpian lake, and
would, no doubt, have attacked the Turks on the
fide of Georgia, which might have given them the
dominion of the Black Sea, and might have
opened a paffage to Con/ftantinople itfelf ; or, on the
other hand, the Turks, being poflefled of all
Media, the ancient kingdom of Cyrus, might
have driven the Ruffians from Afa, and com-
pelled them to retire beyond the mountains of
Caucafus 3 lafly, if India had not been drained
of its treafures in 1738, the Mogul Empire
would not have been weakened and divided,

the Nawdb or Viceroys would not have declared. -

themfelves independent of the Emperor, and
confequently our fettlements on the Ganges would
fiill bave depended for protection on the court of
Dehli.

THE*ENL:
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Advertifement., .

/

HE following Eflay bas already been printed,

by way of Commentary on a Colleition of
Eaftern Pﬂems, to which 1t is added ; but, as it
contains many remarks on the manners of the
Afiaticks, it feemed proper fo be inferted in this
Volume, after the Lite of Nader Shah: zr «w:ll
be ﬁmrzd very different, both in form and flyle,
from the Treatife, which the Author wrote in
French on the Jame fubjeét, and publifhed in 1770,
with bis Tranflation of the King of Denmark’s
Perfian Manufcript. Both thefe Differtations
awere intended only as introductory to a much
larger work, on the Afiatick Poetry, written in
Latin for the convenience of learned foreigners,
and entitled, Poeleos Afiatice Lmnmentaru,
which will be gffered to the publick in the middle

of next March,
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POETRY of the EASTERN NATIONS.

we call the Happy, and which the Afiaticks

know by the name of Temen, {feems to be
the only country in the world, in which we can
properly lay the fcene of paftoral poetry ; becaufe
no nation at this day can vie with the 4rabians in
the delightfulnefs of their climate, and the fim-
plicity of their manners. There 1s 2 valley, in-
deed, to the north of Indefan, called Cafbmir,
which, according to an account written by a
native of it, is a perfect garden, exceedingly fruit-
ful, and watered by a thoufand rivulets: but
 when its inhabitants were fubdued by the fira-
tagem of a JMogul prince, they loft their happi-
nels with their liberty, and drabia retained its
old title without any rival to difpute it. Thefe
are not the fancies of a poet: the beauties of
Yemen are proved by the concurrent teftimony
of all travellers, by the defcriptions of it in all
the writings of Afiz, and by the nature and
_ fituation of the country itfelf, which lies be-
tween the ecleventh and ffteenth degrees of
porthern latitude, under a ferene fky, and ex-
pofed to the moft favourable influence of the
fun; it is enclofed on one fide by vaft rocks
and

g RAB iA, I mean that part of it, which
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- and deferts, and defended on the other by a

tempeftuous fea, fo that it feems to have been
defigned by Providence for the moft fecure, as
well as the moft beautiful, region of the Eaft *.

Its principal cities are Sanaa, ufually confidered
as its metropolis ; Zebid, a commercial town,
that lies in a large plain near the fea of Omman ;
and Aden, furrounded with pleafant gardens and
woods, which is fituated eleven degrees from
the Equator, and feventy-fix from the Fortunate
Iflands, or Canaries, where the, geographers of
Afia fix their firft meridian. It is obfervable
that Aden, in the Eaftern dialeéts, is precifely the
fame word with Eden, which we apply to the
garden of paradife : it has two fenfes, accordin
to aflight difference in its pronunciation ; its ﬁrﬁ-
meaning is a fettled abode, its fecond, delight,
Softnefs, or trangiallity : the word Edern had,

. probably, one of theie fenfes in the facred text,

though we ufe it as a proper name. We may
alfo obferve in this place that Yemen itfelf takes
its name from a word, which fignifies verdure,
and felicity; for in thofe fuitry climates, the
frefhnefs of the fhade, and the coolnefs of water,

* T am at a lofs to conceive, what induced the illuftrious
Prince. Cantemir to contend, that Yemen is properly a part of
Irndia ; for, not to mention Ptelemy, and the other ancients,
who conlidered it as a province of 4rabia, nor to infift on the
language of the country, which is pure Arabick, it is deferi-
bed by the Afaticts themfelves as a large divifion of that
peninfula, which they call Fezeiratul Arab ; and there is no
more reafon for annexing itto [ndia, becaufe the fea, which

. wafhes one fide of it, 1s looked upon by fome writers as

belonging to the great fudian ocean, than there would be for
annexing it to Perffa, becauleit 1s bounded on another fide by
the Perfian gulf.

2 - arc
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are ideas almoft infeparable from that of happi-
nefs ; and this may be a reafon why moft of the
Oriental mations agree in a tradition concerning
a delightful fpot, where the firft inhabitants of
the earth were placed before their fall. The
ancients, who gave the name of Eudaimon, or
Happy, to this country, either meaned to tranflate
the word ¥emen, or, more probably, only alluded
to the valuable fpice-trees, and balfamick plants,
that grow in it, and, without {fpeaking poetically,
give a real perfume to the air*: now it is certain
that all poetry rececives a very confiderable or-
nament from the beauty of natural images; as the
rofes of Sharon, the verdure of Carmel, the vines
of Engaddi, and the dew of Hermon, are the four-
ces of many pleafing metaphors and comparifons
in the facred poetry : thus the odours of Vemen,
the mutk of Hadramut, and the pearls of Omman,
fupply the Arabian poets with a great variety of
allufions ; and, if the remark of Hermogenes be
juft, that whatever is delightful to the fenfes Em-
duces the Beautiful when it is defcribed, where
can we find fo much beauty as in the Eaftern

poems, which turn chiefly upon the lovelieft ob- -

jects in nature ?

To purfue this topick yet farther: it is an ob-
fervation of Demetrius of Phalera, in his elegant
treatife upon ftyle, that it is not eafy to write
on agreeable fubjects in a difagreeable manner,
and that beautiful exprefions naturally rife with

* The writer of an old hiftory of the Turkifp Empire fays,
“ The air of Epypt fometimes in fummer is like any Javeet per-
¢ fume, and almofl fuffocates the [fpivits, caufed by the aind
¢ that brings the odours of the drabian fpices.” -

beautiful
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beautiful images ; for which reafon, fays he, nos -
thing can be more pleafing than Sapphd’s poetry,
which contains the defcription of gardens, and ban-
quets, flowers and fruits, fountains and meadews,
nightingales and turtle-doves, loves and graces :
thus, when the {peaks of a_fZream foftly murmuring

.H?Hﬂ?;g the branches, and the Zephyrs playing through

the leaves, with a found, that brings on a quict

umber, her lines flow without labour as imoothly
as the rivulet fhe defcribes. I may have altered
the words of Demetrius, as 1 quote them by
memory, but this is the general fenfe of his
remark, which, if it be not rather {pecious than

juft, muft induce us to think, that the poets of

the Eaf may vie with thofe of Europe in the

graces of thewr diction, as well as in the livelinefs

of their images : but we muft not believe that the
Arabian poetry can pleafe only by its defcrip-
tions of beauty; fince the gloomy and terrible
obje@s, which produce the fublime, when they
are aptly defcribed, are no where more common
than in the Defert and Stony Arabia’s; and, indeed,
we {ee nothing fo frequently painted by the
poets of thofe countries, as wolves and" lions,
precipices and forefts, rocks and wildernefles.

If we allow the natural objeéts, with which
the Arabs are perpetunally converfant, to be fub-
fime, and beautiful, our next ftep muft be, to
confefs that their comparifons, metaphors, and_
allegories are fo likewife; for an allegory 1s a
ftring of metaphors, a metaphor is a fhort {imile,
and the fineft fimiles are drawn from natural
objefts. It is true that many of the Eaftern
figures are common to other nations, but fome
of them receive a propriety from the manners

of the drabians, who dwell in the plains and
_ woods,
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woods, which would be loft, if they came from
the inhabitants of cities : thus the dew of ltbe-
rality, and the odour of reputation, arc metaphors
ufed by moft people; but they are wonderfully
proper in the mouths of thofe, who have o
much need of being refrethed by the dews, and
who gratify their fenfe of {melling with the
Sfaveeteft odours in the world. Again; it is very
ufual in all countries, to make frequent allufions
to the brightnefs of the ccleftial luminaries,
which give their light to all; but the metaphors
taken from them have an additional beauty, if
we confider them as made by a nation, who pafs
moft of their nights in the open air, or in tents,
and confequently fee the moon and ftars in their
greateft {plendour. This way of confidering
their poetical figures will give many of them a
grace, which they would not have in our lan-

- guages : fo, when they compare the forebeads of

their mifireffes to the morning, their locks to the night,
their faces to the fun, to the moon, or the bloffoms of
jafmine, their cheeks to rofes or ripe fruit, thetr teeth
to pearls, bail-flones, and fnow-drops, their eyes to
the flowers of the ?Jﬂffﬁ{, thetr curled hair te
black fcorpions, and to byacinths, their lips to rubies
or wine, the form of their breafls to pomegranates,
and the colour of them to fnow, their fhape to that
of a pine-tree, and their ftature to that of a cyprefs,
a palm-tree, or a javelin, &e. * thele comparifons,

* See Noweiri, cited by the very learned Reifke,
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many of which would feem forced in our idioms,
have undoubtedly a great delicacy in theirs, and
atfeck their minds in a peculiar manner ; yet up{m
the whole their fimiles are very juft and ferikir

as that of #he blue eyes of a fine woman, bathed m
tears, to vivlets di rpf.umfr with dew *, and that of
a warrioury advancing at the head qf bis army, 1o
an eagle ﬁ:«uum Hﬂ;rw& the airy, and piercing the
clouds with bis WINGTS.

Thefeare not the only advantages, which the
fiatives of Arabia enjoy above the inhabitants of
moft other countries : they preferve to this day
the manners and cuftoms of their anceftors, who,
bv their own account, were fettled in the province
of Yemen above three thoufand years ago ; they
have never been wholly fubdued by any nation 3
and though the admiral of Selim the Fir/t made a
dcicent on their coaft, and exaéted a tribute
érom the people of Aden, yet the Arabians only
keep up a fhow of allegiance to the Sultan, and
act, on every important occafion, in open de-
fiance of his power, relying on the fwiftnefs of
their horfes, and the vaft exterit of their forefis,
in which an invading enemy muft foon perifh:
but here I muit be underftood to fpeak of thofe

® §cc the drabick Mifcellany, entitled Shecardan, ch. 14.

u'v)“ G Jb |
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Arabians, who, like the old Nomades, dwell con-
ftantly in their tents, and remove from place to
place according to the feafons for the inhabi-
tants of the cities, who traflick withthe merchants
of Europe in fpices, perfumes, and coffee, mufl
have loft a great deal of their ancient fimplicity :
the others have, certainly, retained it; and, ex-
cept when their tribes are engaged in war, { pend
their days in watching their flocks and camels,
or in repeating their native fongs, which they
pour out almoft extempore, profefling a contempt
for the ftately pillars, and folemn buildings of the
cities, compared with the natural charms of the
country, and the coolnefs of their tents: thus
they pafs their lives in the higheift pleafure, of
which they have any conception, in the contem-
plation of the moft delightful objects, and m the
enjoyment of perpetual {pring ; for we may ap-
ply to part of Arabia that elegant couplet of
Waller in his poem of the Summer-ifland,

The gentle {pring, that but falutes us here,
Inhabits there, and courts them all the year.

Yet the heat of the fun, which muft be very
intenfe in a climate {o near the Line, is tempered
by the fhade of the trees,-that overhang the
valleys, and by a number of frefh ftreams, that
fow down the mountains. IHence it 1s, that al-
moft all their notions of felicity are taken from
frefbnefs and werdure: 1t is 2 maxim among them
that the three moft charming objeéts in nature
are, X a green meadow, a clear rivulet, and a

* See the life of Tamerlane, publithed by Golius, page 299.
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beautiful woman, and that the view of thefe ob-
jects at the fame time affords the greateft delight
imaginable. -Mahomed was fo well acquainted
with the maxim of his countrymen, that he de-
fcribed the pleafures of heaven to them, under
the allegory of oo/ fountains, green bowers, and
black-eyed girls, as the word Houri literally 1ig-
nifies in Arabick ; and in the chapter of the
Morning, towards the end of his Alcoran, he men-
tions a garden, called Zremm, which is no lefs ce-
lebrated by the Afiatick poets than that of the
Hefperides by the Greeks : it was planted, as the
commentators fay, by a king, named Shedad,
and was once {een by an Arabian, who wandered
very far into the deferts in fearch of a loft camel :
it was, probably, a name invented by the im-
poftor, as a type of a future ftate of happinefs.
Now it is certain that the genius of every nation
15 not a little affeCted by their climate ; for,
whether it be that the immoderate heat difpofes
the Eaffern people to a life of indolence, which
gives them full leifure to cultivate their talents,
or whether the fun has a real influence on the
imagination (as one would fuppofe that the An-
cients believed, by their making Apelle the god
of poetry); whatever be the caufe, it has always
been remarked, that the Afaticks excel the inha-
bitants of our colder regions in the livelinefs of
their fancy, and the richnefs of their invention.

To carry this fubject one ftep farther: as the
Arabians ave fuch admirers of beauty, and as they
enjoy fuch eafe and leifure, they muft naturally
be {fufceptible of that paffion, which is the true
{pring and {fource of agrecable poetry; and we
find, indeed, that /lwve has a greater fhare in
thew poems than any other pafiion : it {feems to

be
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be always uppermoft in their minds, and there
1s hardly an elegy, a panegyrick, or even a
fatire, in their langnage, which does not begin
with the complaints of an unfortunate, or the
exultations of a fuccefsful, lover. It {fometimes
happens, that the young men of one tribe arc
in love with the damfels of another; and, as
the tents are frequently removed on a fudden,
the lovers are often feparated in the progrefs of
the courtthip : hence almoft all the Arabick poems
open in this manner; the author bewails the
fudden departure of his miftrefs, Hinda, Maia,
Zeineb, or Azza, and defcribes her beauty, com-
paring her to a wanton fawn, that plays among
the aromatick fthrubs; his friends endeavour to
comfort him, but he refufes confolation ; he
declares his refolution of vifiting his beloved,
though the way to her tribe lie through a dread-
ful wildernefs, or even through a den of lions;
“here he commonly gives a defeription of the
horfe or camel, upon which he defigns to-go,
and thence pafles, by an eafy tranfition, to the
principal fubject of his poem, whether it be the
praife of his own tribe, or a fatire on the timi-
dity of his friends, who refufe to attend him in
his expedition ; though very frequently the piece
turns wholly upon love. But it is not fuflicient
that a nation have a genius for poectry, unlefs
they have the advantage of a rich and beautiful
language, that their expreflions may be worthy
of their fentiments ; the Arabians have this ad-
vantage alfo in a high degree : their language is
expreflive, ftrong, {onorous, and the moft co-
pious, perhaps, in the world; for, as almoft
every tribe had many words appropriated to
itfelf, the poets, for the convenience of their
mealure, or {fometimes for their fingular beauty,

B3 mage.
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made ufe of them all, and, as the poems be-
came popular, thefe words were by degrees
incorporated with the whole language, like a
number of little fireams, which meet together
in one channel, and, forming a moft plentiful
river, flow rapidly into the fea.

+ If this way of arguing 2 priori be admitted in
the prefent cafe, (and no fingle man has a right
to infer the merit of the Eq/lern poetry from the
poems themfelves, becaufe no ﬁngl: man has a
privilege of judging for all the reit) if the fore-
going argument have any weight, we muft con-
clude that the drabians, being perpetually con-
verfant with the moft beautiful objecls, {pendin
a calm and agreeable life in a fine climate, being
extremely addicted to the fofter paflions, and
having the advantage of a language fingularly
adapted jto poetry, muft be naturally excellent
poets, provided that their manners and cuftoms
be favourable -to the cultivation of that art;
and that they are highly fo, it will not‘be dif-
ficult to prove. '

The fondnefs of the Arabians for poetry, and
the refpect which they thow to poets, would be
icarce believed, if we were not aflured of it by
writers qf great authority; the principal occar
fions of rejoicing among them were formerly,
and, very probably, are to this day, the birth
of a boy, the foaling of a mare, the arrival of
a gueft, and the rife of a poet in their tribe:
when a young drabian has compofed a good
poem, all the neighbours pay their compliments
to lus family, and congratulate them upon
having a rclation capable of recording their
ackions, and of recommending their virtues to

' | pofterity,

w
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pofterity. At the beginning of the feventh
century, the Arabick language was brought to
a high'degree of perfection by a fort of poetical
Academy, that ufed to aflemble at ftated times,
in a place called Ocadh, where every poet pro-
duced his beft compofition, and was fure to
meet- with the applaufe that it deferved : the
moft excellent of thefe poems were tranfcribed
in characters of gold upon Egypiian paper, and
hung upin the temple, whence they were named
Modbabebat, or Golden, and Moallakat, or Suj-
pended ; the poems of this fort were called Ca/s
Jeida’s or eclogues, * feven of which are preferved
in our libraries, and are confidered as the fineft
that were written before the time of Malomed,
The fourth of them, compofed by Lebid, is purely
paftoral, and extremely like the Alexis of Virgil,
but far more beautiful, becaufe it is more agree-
able to nature: the poet begins with praifing
the charms . of the fair Novira (a word, which
in Arabick fignifies a timorous facwen) but inveighs
againft her unkindnefs ; he then interweaves a
defcription of his young camel, which he com-
pares for its fwiftnefs to a ftag purfued by the
hounds ; and takes occafion afterwards to men-
tion his own riches, accomplifhments, hiberality,
and valour, his noble birth, and the glory of
his tribe ; the diftion of this poem is cafy and

# Thefe feven poems, clearly tranferibed with explanatory
notes, are among Pocock’s manufcripts at Ox‘erd, N° 164:
the names of the feven poets are Amralkeis, ‘?;u'ry‘}.:, Zobeir,
Lebid, Antara, Amru, and Hareth. In the fame colletion,
N° 174, thereis a manufcript, containing above forty other
poems, which had the honour of being fufpended in the
temple at Mecca : this volume is an ineltimable treafure of
ancient Arabies literature,

.
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fimple, yet elegant, the numbers flowing and
mufical, and the fentiments wonderfully natu-
ral ; as the learned reader will fee by the follow-
ing paflage, which I fhall attempt to imitate in
verfe, that the merit of the poet may not be
wholly loft in a verbal tranflation :

But ab! thou know’f# not in what youthful play
Our nights, beguil’d wwith Pleafure, fwam away ;
Gay fongs, and cheerful tales, deceiv’d the time,
And circling goblets made a tuneful chime ;

Sweet was the draught, and foveet the blooming maid,
Wi touch’d her lyre beneath the fra rant fhade ;
We fip’d till morning purpled ev’ry plain ;
Tﬁe@ﬂmﬁfx ﬂumﬁeﬁdf bi.t 20e ﬁ;g again

The waking birds, that Sung on ev’ry tree

Thseir early notes, were not Jo blithe as we *.

The Mabomedan writers tell a ftory of this
poet, which deferves to be mentioned here - it
was a cuftom, it feems, among the old drabians,

* In Arabick,
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for the moft eminent verfifiers to hang up fome
chofen couplets on the gate of the temple, as a
publick challenge to their brethren, who ftrove
to anfwer them before the next meeting at
Ocadh, at which time the whole affembly ufed
to determine the merit of them all, and gave
fome mark of diftinftion to the author of the
finelt verfes. Now Lebid, who, we are told,

had been a violent oppofer of Mahomed, fixed a

poem on the gate, beginning with the following
diftich, in which he apparently meaned to refle¢t
upon the new religion : Are not all things vain,
which come not from God? and will not all honours
decay, but thefe, which He confers*? Thefe lines
appeared fo fublime, that none of the poets ven-
tured to anfwer them ; till Mahomed, who was
himfelf a poet, having compofed a new chapter
of his Alcoran (the fecond, T think) placed the
opening of it by the fide of Lebid’s poem, who
no fooner read it, than he declared it to be {fome-
thing divine, confefled his own inferiority, tore
his verfes from the gate, and embraced the re-
ligion of his rival ; to whom he was afterwards
extremely ufeful in replying to the fatires of
Amralkeis, who was continually attacking the
doctrine of Mahomed : the Afiaticks add, that their
lawgiver acknowledged fome time after, that no
heathen poet had ever produced a nobler diftich
than that of Lebid juft quoted.

* In Arabick,
ol all At Lo (b J57 I
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There are a few other collections of ancient
Arabick poetry; but the moft famous of them
is called Hamifz, and contains a number of
epigrams, odes, and elegies, compofed on various *
occafions : it was compiled by Adbu Temam, who
was an excellent poet himfelf, and ufed to fay,
that fine fentiments delivered in profe were like gems
Seattered at random, but that, when they were con-
fined in a poetical meafure, they refembled bracelets
and flrings of pearls *. When the religion and
language of Malomed were {pread over the
greater part of Afia, and the maritime countries
of Africa, it became a fafhion for the poets of
Perfia, Syria, Egypt, Mauritania, and even of
Tartary, to write 1n Arabick ; and the moft beau-
tiful verfes in that idiom, compofed by the
brighteft genius’s of thofe nations, are to be
feen in a large mifcellany, entitled Yateima ;
though many of their works are tranfcribed
ieparately : it will be needlefs to fay much on
the poetry of the Syrians, Tariarians, and Afri-
cans, {ince moft of the arguments, before ufed
in favour of the Arabs, have equal weight with
refpect to the other Mahomedans, who have done
little more than imitate their ftyle, and adopt
their expreflions; for which reafon alfo I {fhall

* In Arabick,

) Al C s S S
Ir..ﬁ..r): ol 1] r.LB,LJ! e

dwell



ofF THE EASTERN NATIONS.

dwell the fhorter time on the genius and man-
ners of the Perfians, Turks, and Indians.

The great empire, which we call PERST4,
is known to its natives by the name of Jran ;
fince the word Perfia belongs only to a particular
province, the ancient Perfis, and is very impro-
perly applied by us to the whole kingdom : but,
in compliance with the cuftom of our geogra-
phers, I fhall give the name of Perfia to that
cclebrated country, which lies on oné fide be-
tween the Cafpian and Indian feas, and extends
on the other from the mountains of Candabar,
or Paropamifus, to the confluence of the rivers
Cyrus and draxes, containing about twenty de-
grees from {outh to north, and rather more from
gaft to wetlt,

In {o vaft a tract of land there muft needs be

a great variety of climates: the fouthern pro-
vinces are no lefs unhealthy and fultry, than
thofe of the north are'rude and unpleafant ; but
in the interior parts of the empire the air is
mild and temperate, and, from the beginning
of May to September, there is fcarce a cloud to
be feen in the fky : the remarkable calmnefs of
the fummer nights, and the wonderful {plendour
of the moon and ftars in that country, often
tempt the Perfians to {leep on the tops of their
houles, which are generally flat, where they can-
not but obferve the figures of the conftellations,
and the various appearances of the heavens; and
thismay in fome meafure account for the perpetual
allufions of their poets, and rhetoricians, to the
beauty of the heavenly bodies. We are apt to
cenfure the oriental ftyle for being fo full of
metaphors taken from the fun and moon : this
is

129
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15 afcribed by fome to the bad tafte of the Afia- -
ticks ; the works of the Perfians, fays M. de Vol-
taire, are like the titles of their kings, in which
the [un and moon are often introduced : but they do
not refleét, that every nation has a fet of images,
and expreffions, peculiar to itfelf, which arife
from the difference of its climate, manners, and
hiftory. There feems to be another reafon for
the frequent allufions of the Perfians to the fun,
which may, perhaps, be traced from the old
language and popular religion of their country :
thus Mibridid, or Mithridates, fignifies the gift of
the fun, and anfwers to the Theodorus and Diodati
of other nations. As to the titles of the Eaffern
monarchs, which feem, indeed, very extrava-

nt to our cars, they are merely formal, and
no lefs void of meaning than thofe of Eurgpean
princes, in which ferenity and bighnefs are often

attributed to the moft gloomy, and lwo-minded of
men.

‘The midland provinces of Perfiz abound in
fruits and flowers of almoft every kind, and,
with proper culture, might be made the garden
of dfia : they are not watered, indeed, by any
confiderable river, fince the T7gris and Euphrates,
the Cyrus and Araxes, the Oxus, and the five
branches of the Indus, are at the fartheft limits
of the kingdom ; but the natives, who have a
turn for agriculture, fupply that defe@ by arti-
ficial canals, which fufficiently temper the dry-
nels of the foil ; but in faying they fupply that
defect, Iam falling into a’ common “error, and
reprefenting the country, not as it is at prefent,
but as it was a century ago; for a long feries of
civil wars and maflacres hayve now deftroyed the

chief
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chief beauties of Perfia, by ftripping it of its
moft induftrious inhabitants. |

The fame difference of climate, that affets
the air and foil of this extenfive country, gives
a variety alfo to the perfons and temper of its
natives : in fome provinces they have dark com-
plexions, and harfh features; in others they are
exquifitely fair, and well made ; in fome others,
- nervous and robuft : but the general charaéter
of the nation is that fofinefs, and love of pleafure,
. that ndolence, and effeminacy, which have made
them an eafy prey to all the weftern and northern
fwarms, that have from time to time invaded
‘them. Yet they are not wholly void of martial
{pirit 3 and, if they are not naturzlly brave, they
are at leaft extremely docile, and might, with
proper difcipline, be made excellent foldiers :
but the greater part of them, in the fhort inter-
vals of peace that they happen to enjoy, con-
ftantly fink into a ftate of inadivity, and pafs
their lives in a pleafurable, yet ftudious, retire-
ment; and this may be one reafon, why Perfia
has produced more writers of every kind, and
chiefly f}ﬁaet:, than all Eurgpe together, fince their
way of life gives them leifure to purfue thofe
arts, which cannot be cultivated to advantage,
without the greateft calmnefs and ferenity of
mind. ~ There is a manufcript at Oxford *, con-
taining the lives of an hundred and fbfrfy{:ﬁw of
the fineft Perfian poets, moft of whom left very
ample collections of their poems behind them :
but the verfifiers, and moderate poets, if Horace

* In Hyperoo Bodl. 128. Thereis a prefatory difcourfe to
this curious work, which comprifes the lives of ten drabian
poets, .

will
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will allow any fuch men to exift, are without
number in Perfia.

~ This dclicacy of their lives and fentiments has
infenfibly affected their language, and rendered
it the fofteft, as it is.one of the richeft, in the
world : it is not poflible to convince thé reader
of this truth, by quoting a paflage from a Pers
Jran poet in European characters ; fince the {fweet-
nefs of found cannot be determined by the fight
and many words, which are foft and mu ical
in the mouth of a Perfian, may appear harfh to
our eyes, with a number uly confonants and
gutturals : it may not, however, be abfurd to
fet down in this place, an Ode of the poet Hafez,
which, if it be not fuflicient to prove the de-
licacy of his language, will at leaft thow the
livelinefs of his poetry :

Ai bad nesimi yirdari,

Zan nefbei myfbcbir dari :
Zinbar mecun diraz-defti !

Ba turrei o che cir dari 7

A gul, to cujd wa ruyi zetbafh ?
O taza, wa to kbarbir dari.
Nerkes, to cujid wa chefbmi meftefhs
O ferkhofb, wa to kbumir dari.
Az feru, to ba kaddi bulende /b,
Der bagh che iytcbir dari ¢

As akl, to ba wupid: ifbkefh

Der deft che ikbtiyir dari ?
Riban, to cuji wa kbatti febzefb ¢
O mufbe, wa to ghubir dari.
Ruzi bures bewafli Hafiz,

Gher takati yntizar daris

That
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That is, word for word, O faeet gale, thou beareft
the fragrant feent of my beloved ; thence it 15 that
thou haft this mufky odour. Beware! do not fleal :
what haft thou to do with ber trefles? O rofe, what
art thou, to be compared with her bright face? She

is frefb, and thou art rough with thorns. O nar-

ciffus, what art thou in comparifon of ber langui/b-
ing eye? Her eye is only fleepy, but thou art fick and
faint. O pine, compared with ber graceful flature,
awhat honour haft thou in the garden? O wifdom,
what wouldf} thou choofe, if to choofe were an thy
power, in preference to her love? O fuweet bafil,
what art thou, to be compared with ber frefb cheeks?
They are perfect mufk, but thou art ‘foon withered.
Coine, my beloved, and charm Hafex auith thy . pre-
Jfence, if thou canft but fiay with bum for a ingle
day. This little fong is not unhke a fonnet
afcribed to Shakefpeare, which deferves to be
cited here, as a proof that the Eaftern imagery
is not fo different from the European as we are

apt to imagine.

The forward vidlet thus did I chide :
<« Sweet thief ! whence didft thou Seal thy fweet
“ that fmells,

< If not from my love's breath? The purple pride,
<« Which on thy [oft cheek for complexion dwells,
¢« In my love’s veins thou haft too grofsly dyed.”
The lily I condemned for thy hand,.
And buds of marjoram had fiol’n thy bair;
The rofes fearfully oi thorns did ftand,
One blufbing fhame; another white defpatr ;
A third, sor red, nor white bad flol’n of both,
And to bis robb’ry had annex’d thy breath ;
But for bis theft, in pride of all bis growth,
A vengeful canker eat him up to death.

| More
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More flow’rs I noted, yet I none could fee,
But feent or colour it had fiol’n from thee.
Shakefpeare’s Poems, p. 207.

The Perfian ftyle is faid to be ridiculoufly
bombaft, and this fault is imputed to the flavith
fpirit of the nation, which is ever apt to mag-
nify the objeéts that are placed above it : there
are bad writers, to be {ure, in every country,
and as many in Afie as elfewhere; but if we
take the pains to learn the Perfian language, we
fhall find that thofe authors, who are generally
eftecemed in Perfia, are neither flavith in their
{entiments, nor ridiculous in their expreflions :
of which the following paflage in a moral work
of Sadi, entitled Bo/lin, or, The Garden, will be
a fufficient proof. [ have heard that king Nufbir-
wan, juft before his death, [poke thus to bhis fon
Hormuz : Be a guardian, my fon, to the poor and
belplefs ; and be not confined in the chains of thy
own indolence. No one can be at eafe in thy domi-
nion, while thou feckeft only thy private reft, and
_ﬁ:/qﬁ, It is enough. A wife man will not approve
the fhepherd, a0ho Sfleeps, while the wolf 15 in the
fold. Go, my fon, protet thy weak and indigent
peaple ; fince through them is a king raifed to the
diadem. The people are the root, and the king is
the tree that grows from it ; and the tree, O my fon,
derives its firength from the root X.
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Are thefe mean fentiments, delivered in pom-
pous language? Arc they not rather worthy of
our moft fpirited writers ? And do they not
convey a fine leffon for a young king ? Yet Sadi’s
poems are highly efteemed at Conftantinople, and
at Ifpaban ; though, a century or two ago, they

would have been fupprefled in Eurgpe, for {pread-

ing with too ftrong a glare the light of liberty
and reafon.

As to the great Epick poem of Ferduf, which
was compofed in the tenth century, it would
require a very long treatife, to explain all its
beautics with a minute exatnefs. The whole
colleétion of that poet’s works is called Shah-
ndma, and contains the hiftory of Perfia, from
the earlieft times to the invafion of the Arabs,
in a feries of very noble poems ; the longeft and
moft regular of which is an heroick poem of
one great and interefting action, namely, #be
delivery ‘of Perfia by Cyrus from the oppreflions
of Afrafiab, king of the Tranfoxan Tartary, who
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being aflifted by the emperours of India and
China, together with all the deemons, giants, and
enchanters of Afra, had carried his conquefts
very far, and become exceedingly formidable to
the Perfians. This poem is longer than the liad;
the characters in it are various and firiking ; the
figures bold and animated ; and the diction
every where fonorous, yet noble; polithed, yet
full of fire. A great profufion of learning has
been thrown away by fome criticks, in com-
paring Hemer with the heroick poets, who have
fucceeded him ; but it requires very little judg-
ment to {ee, that no fucceeding poct whatever
can with any propriety be compared with Ho-
mer : that great father of the Greeian poetry and
literature, had a genius too fruitful and com-
prehenfive to let any of the {triking parts of
nature efcape his obfervation ; and the poets,
who have followed him, have done little more
than tranfcribe his images, and give a new drefs
to his thoughts. Whatever clegance and re-
finements, therefore, may have been introduced
into the works of the moderns, the {pirit and
invention of Hemer have ever continued without
a rival : for which reafons I am far from pre-
tending to aflert that the poet of Perfiz 1s equal
to that of Greece; but there is certainly a very
great refemblance between the works of thofe
extraordinary men : both drew their images
from nature herfelf, without catching them only
by reflettion, and painting, in the manner of
the modern' poets, the likenefs of a likenefs ; and
both poflefled, in an eminent degree, that rich
and creative invention, which is the wery foul of

}bm‘ry.
As
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As the Perfians borrowed their poetical mea-
fures, and the forms of their poems from the
Arabians, {o the TURKS, when they had carried
their arms into Mefopotamia and Affyria, took
their numbers and their tafte for poetry from
the Perfians ;

Gracia capta ferum victorem cepit, et artes
Intulit agrefti Latio. '

In the fame manner as the Greek compolfitions
were the models of all the Roman writers, fo
were thofe of Perfia imitated by the Turks, who
confiderably polithed and enriched their lan-
guage, naturally barren, by the number of fimple
and compound words, which they adopted from
the Perfian and Arabick. Lady Wortley Montague
very juitly obferves, that we want thefe compound
words, which are wvery frequent and firong in the
Turkifh language ; but her interpreters led her
into a miftake in explaining one of them, which
fhe tranflates fag-eyed, and thinks a wery lively
image of the fire and indifference in the eyes of the
royal-bride : now it never entered into the mind
of an Afiatick to compare his miftrefs’s eyes to
thofe of a ftag, or to give an image of their fire
and indifference ; the Turks mean to exprefs that
fullnefs, and, at the fame time, that foft and lan-
guifbing luftre, which is peculiar to the eyes of
their beautiful women, and which by no means
refembles the unpleafing wildnefs in thofe of a
ftag. The original epithet, I fuppofe, was * Abd
chefbm, or, with the eyes of a young fawn: nnkw

I take

* This epithet feems to anfwer to the Greek EAKEQTISS

which our grammarians properly interpret Que nigris oculis
L3 decora

(47
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I take the Ab# to be the fame animal with the
Gazdl of the Arabians, and the Zabi of the He-
brews, to which their poets allude in almoft
every page. I have feen one of thefe animals ;
it 13 a kind of antclope, exquifitely beautiful,
with eyes uncommonly black and large. This
1s the fame fort of roe, to which Sofsmon alludes
in this delicate fimile : Thy twwo breafls are like two

-}re_i;{ng rees, that are twins, which play among the
tlies.

A very polite fcholar, who has lately tranflated
fixteen Odes of Haffz, with learned illuftrations,
blames the Turkifh pocts for copying the Perfians
too fervilely : but, furely, they are not more
blameable than Horace, who not only imitated
the meafures and expreflions of the Greeks, but
even tranflated, almoft word for word, the
brightelt paflages of Alccus, Anacreon, and others;
he took lefs from Pindar than from the reft, be-
caufe the wildnefs of his numbers, and the obfcu-
rity of his allufions, were by no means fuitablg to
the genius of the Latin language : and this may,
perhaps, explain his ode to julius Antonius, who
might have advifed him to ufe more of Pindar’s
manner in celebrating the victories of Auguftus.
Whatever we may think of this objection, it is
certain that the 7urkifb empire has produced a
great number of poets; fome of whom had no -
{mall merit in their way : the ingenious author
juft mentioned aflured me, that the Turkifh fa-
tires of Rubi Bagdadi were very forcible and

decora eff et wenyfla: if it were permitted to make any inno-
vations in a dead language, we might exprefs the Turkifp
adjeftive by the word dopwiimic, which would, I dare fay,
have {fovnded agrecably to the Grechs themfelves, -

ftriking,
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firiking, and he mentioned the opening of one
of them, which {eemed not unlike the manner
of Juvenal. At the-beginning of the laft cen-
tary, a work was publifhed at Confantinople,
contiining the fineflt verfes of five hundred and
Jorty-mne Turkifh poets, which proves at leaft that
they are fingularly fond of this art, whatever
may be our opinion of their fuccefs in it.

The defcendants of Tamerlane carried into
India the language and poetry of the Perfians ;
and the /ndian poets to this day compofe their
verfes in imitation of them. The beft of their
works, that have paffed through my hands, are
thofe of Husein, who lived {ome years ago at
Bendres, with a great reputation for his parts
and learning, and was known to the Eng/i,

who refided there, by the name of #be Piu]’{:;ij;ﬁfn '

His poems are elegant and lively, and one of
them, on the-departure of bis friends, would fuit
our language admirably well, but is too long to
be inferted in this eflay. The Indians are {oft
and voluptuous, but artful and infincere, at leaft
to the Eurcpeans, whom, to fay the truth, they
have had no great reafon of late years to admire
for the oppolite virtues: but they are fond of
poctry, which they learned from the Perfians,
and may, perhaps, before the clofe of the cen-
tury, be as fond of a more formidable art, which
they will learn from the Eng/i/h.

I muft requeft, that, in beftowing thefe praifes
on the writings of 4fiz, I may not be thought
to derogate E‘Dm 1e merit of the Greek and
Latin poems, which have juftly been admired
in every age; yet I cannot but think that our
Eurgpean poctry has fubfifted too long on the

L3 perpetual
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perpetual repetition of the fame images, and
inceflant allufions to the fame fables: and it has
been my endeavour for feveral years to inculcate
this truth, that, if the principal writings of the
Afiaticks, which are repofited in our publick
libraries, were prifited with the ufual advantage
of notes and illuftrations, and if the languages
of the Eaflern nations were ftudied in our great
feminaries of learning, where every other branch
of ufeful knowledge is taught to perfeétion, a
new and ample field would be opened for {pe-
culation ; we thould have a more extenfive in-
fight into the. hiftory of the human mind; we
fhould be furnifhed with' a new fet of images
and fimilitudes ; and a number of excellent com-
pofitions would be brought to light, which fu-

ture fcholars might explain, and future poets

._rnight imitate.

Adver-



Advertifement,

T'H E greatef! part of the following Prece was
defigned to be adied to a Grammar of the
Perfian language, which was printed i 1771 ;
but, as it was prevented from feeing the light at
that time, it is kere infertca, aficr the difcourfe
onn Eaflern Poetry, to complete this Mifcellany of
Perfian Literature. It might eafily bhave been
fwelled into a larger treatife, by adding more
copious extracts from the Perfian writers, both in
profe and werfe ; but, as the change of [lyle may
be feen as awell in ten lines as in a thoufand, it
Jeemed equally ufeful and lfs oftentatious, to ex-
bibit only a few chofen [pecimens from the beft
autkors, and chiefly from the Poets, who, in all
nations, bave taken the greatef pains to barmontze
and improve their language,
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PERSIAN LANGUAGE.

OST of my readers will apprehend, that,
M in attempting to trace the progrefs of
the Perfian language, through a period
of two thoufand years, I am entering into a {ub-
ject, which will afford them neither amufement
nor inftruétion, and can be agreeable only to
thofe few men, who apply themfelves to the ob-
{fcurer branches of literature, and have very little
intercourfe with the reft of mankind. The title
of my piece feems, indeed, to give a reafonable
ground for their apprehenfions; and the tranfi-
tion appears rather abrupt, from the hiftory of
Monarchs to the hiftory of mere words, and fromt
the revolutions of fhe Perfian Empire to the
variations of the Perfian idiom : but it fhall be my
endeavour to remove, as far as poflible, the dry-
nefs of the fubject, by interfperfing the narrative
with a variety of Eaftern anecdotes ; and, as to
the fecond objection, it may be alledged, that
a confiderable change in the language of any nation
is ufually effected by a change in the governments
fo that Jiterary and civil hiffory are very nearly
allied, and may often be ufed with advantage to
prove and illuftrate one another.

The
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The Hiftory of the Perfian tongue may be
divided into four periods, like that of the Empire;
not that the language was immediately altered
upon every revolution of the ffate, but it is ob-
fcrvable, that, under each 1)}'ﬂaﬂ} of which we
have any monuments remaining, there was an
apparent change in the dialect of the kingdom,
eipecially under the two laft, namely, the Sa/a-
nian and Mobammedan dynafties: and thefe, in-
deed, are the only periods, of which we can
fpmh with-any degrec of certainty.

It is natural to fuppofe, that, in the infancy
of the Perfran Empire, under Caziimaras and his
defcendants, no great pains were taken to cu
vate and pcrhéh the language, which in that llid{,
age muft needs be thought fufliciently elegant,
if 1t were fufficiently clear and intelligible ; and
we are aflured by Herodotus, that, even after
the reign of CYRUS,, the wihole education of
the Perfian youth, from the age of jive years to
fwenty, confifled in thiee pamf.r aﬂ{y, riding,
f&rﬁrw;rxg the javelin, and the pracltice of moral
wirfue ; which account is allo confirmed by
Xenophon. The fiory mentioned by Diodorus of
the Md volumes of parchment, on which the Perfians
were ebliged by a certain law to write the annals of
their cwnfr_y, was probably invented by Ctefias,
that he might fgwe an air of authenticity to
his impertinent fables; for fuch literary impof-
tures were as frequent among the Greeks, as
among us, who imitate the Ancients in nothing
but their failings. We are far from centundm%
however, that the ancient Perfians, efpecially
thofe of the fecond period, were entire ﬂ:rangcls ti:r
the art of compofition either in verfe or profe ;

for therf: never was a nation fo rude and un-
Puhihed
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polithed, who had not a cuftom of celebrating
the noble acls of their anceftors, and inciting one
another by fongs and panegyricks to an imitation of
their virtue 3 and Strabo, a very diflerent author
from Diodorus, aflerts, that the Perhians ufed
Srequently to fing the praifes of their ancient Heroes
and Demigods, [imetimes with a mufical infirument,
and fometimes with the woice alone : but what their
language really was, what were their rules of
verfification, or what was the courfe of their
ftudies, no mortal can pretend to know with
any fhadow of exaétnefs.

The Greek Hiftorians can give us no light on
this fubject ; for neither Themiflocles, who {poke
the dialect of Perfia like a native, though he had
fpent only one year in learning it ¥, nor even
Xenophon, whoie intimacy with zbe younger Cyrus
could not have been contraéted without a know-
ledge of his language, feem to have read the
works of the Perfians, or even to have known
their characters ; but were perhaps contented to

exprefs their fentiments in Perfian with eafe and

fluency. Nor are we much enlightened by the
writers after Alexander ; not even by thofe, who
have defcribed the hife of that Hero: for Cur-
tius, who compiled his rhetorical Hiftory from
the Greek authors, feems to have known as hittle
of Perfian as of Scythian, though he drefles up
a number of fpeeches for the chiefs of thofe
nations, which certainly were never {poken by
them. A few words, indeed, are here and there

* Themiffocles omne illud tempus (anni unius {patium)
literis fermonique Perfaram dedit, quibus adeo eruditus eit,
ut muitd commodiis dicatur apud Regem verba feciffe, quam
Ri poterant, qui in Perfide erant nati, CGern, Nep, in Toemiji.

1nter-
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interfperfed in thefe hiftories, which are fill
ufed in the modern idiom of Perfia * ; but we
can no more form an idea of a whole language
from a lift of broken phrafes or detached epi-
thets, than we can judge of a poem or piece of

oratory, from an unconnected line or a fingle
member of a period.

Since the Greeks afford us fo little information,
nothing remains but to confult the Perfians
themfelves ; and the great Traveller Chardin,
whom every Orientalift muft always mention
with reverence, feems to have enquired very
diligently into the ancient language of the
people, among whom he refided fo long, and
whofe manners he defcribes with fo much co-

* Thus Roxana, Statire, Parifatis, feem to be corrupted
from Rofban (.'_3‘*“ '8 Sitira .-,::JE,J..",.H Parizada 0O ) )
which fignify, Splendid, a Star, Augel-born. Pafargades, or,
2 Prince of the Blusd, appears to be compounded of Pfier

jw.:[ a Child, and r:::.)\.)-/ Gada, a Houje : 1. e. a child of

the Royal Family. 'To this we may add, 1. that 4 or 4rd (A J‘
which begins many Pﬂ}ﬁﬂﬂ names, ﬁgniﬁﬂs Si"?‘ﬁ.’fg; as Ar_

defbir, Artaxerxes, b O _J‘ or, The frong Lion, Ardevin
.-j-l‘-

or Ardchan wb;} __,}'f T he Sfirong Guard, &c. 2. that the

termination dases, as Mithridates, &c. is the Perfian dad O o

and anfwers to the dup@- of the Greeks, as "Epuodug®-, and

the like. If it were poffible to recover a whole Gatalogue
of thefe old Perffar names, fuch an enquiry would be little
more than learned trifiing ; for to collect a number of {olitary
words, without any books which they might enable us to
read, would be like procuring at random a multitude of keys,
without any cafket which they might help us to unlock,

pioufnefs
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pioufnefs and learning : but he declares, after
" all his refearches, ¢ That the old Perfian 1s a

¢ language entirely loft; in which no books are
extant, and of which there are no rudiments
remaining : that the Guebres, who are the
¢ remains of the Parfis, or Adorers of Fire, have
¢ an idiom peculiar to themfelves; which is
“ fuppofed, by the Perfians in general, to be
rather a jargon of their own, than a part of
their ancient tongue: that, if you believe
their own account, the Magi, who refided at
Tezd in Carmania, have preferved this lan-
¢ guage from father to fon, after the diffolution
“ of their Monarchy; but that, for his part,

he has found no reafon to give any credit to
¢ their ftory : that they have, indeed, fome
‘“ books in ftrange charaéters, but he cannot
“ perfuade himfelf that they are old Perfian

(14

14
£ 14

(44
£c
4
14

(14

(14

refemblance to thofe on the famous monue

ments at Perfepolis.”  The authority of this
excellent writer is decifive, and puts an end at
once to the controverfy lately ftarted, concern-
ing the authenticity of the books afcribed to
Zoroafter, which a French adventurer, who tranj-
lated them from the tranflation of a certain Giply
at Surat, has had the boldnefs to fend abroad as
genuine : but, to avoid any fufpicion of mifre-
prefenting the paffage, it feems neceflary to
tranfcribe the very words of Sir Fobn Chardin,
which the reader may fee at the bottom of the
page *. From this we may reafonably conclul{[e,
that

(17

* Quand & Dancien Perfan, c’eft une langue perdué; on
n’en trouve ni livres ni rudimens. Les Guébres, qui font les
reftes des Peifes ont fowicoles, qui {e perpetuent de pere en fils

depuis

letters ; efpecially, fince they bear no kind of
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that the gibberith of thofe fwarthy vagabonds,
whom we often fee brooding over a miferable
fire under the hedges, may as well be taken for
old Egyptian, and the beig‘ga,rs themfelves for the
priefts of Ifis, as the jugglers on the coaft of India
for the dilciples of Zoroafler, and their bar-
barous dialect for the ancient language of Perfia.
But let the rofy-checked Frenchman, to give him
his own Epithet, reft happy in the contempla-
tion of bus perfonal beauty, and the vaft extent of
bis learnming : 1t is fuflicient for us to have ex-
pofed his follics, detected his impofture, and
retorted his inveétives, without infulting a fallen
adverfary, or attempting, like the Hero in Dry-
den’s Ode, to flay the flain.

We have no genuine accounts then of the
Perfian language till the time of the §4S584-
NIAN kings, who flourithed from the opening of
the third century to the middle of the feventh; in
which period an Academy of Phyfick was
founded at Gandifapor, a City of Khorafan, and,
as it gradually declined from its original infti-

depuis la deftruétion de leur Monarchie, ont un Idiome par-
ticulier ; mais on le croit plitot «n jargen que leur ancienne
langue. 1ls difent que les Prétres, qui fe tiennent a Yezd,
ville de la Caramanie, qui eft leur Pirée et leur principale
place, {e font tranfmis cette langue jufqu’ ici par tradition,
et de main en main; mais quelque recherche que j'en afe
fait, je n’ai rien trouvé, qui me pht perfuader cela. Ces
Guebres ont i la verité des livres en carafteres et en mots
inconnus, dont les figures tirent affez fur celles des langues,
ui nous font le plus connués ; mais je ne faurois croire que
ce foit la I'ancien Perfan, d’autant plus que le caraliére,
dont j’ai parlé, elt entiérement different de celui des in-
feriptions de Perfepolis. Je donneral des effypes de Pun et de
Vautre caraftere, dans la defcription du fameux monument

qui refte en ce lieu-li. Cuarpin, Tom. V. Chap. HI;
fution,
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tution, it became a fchool of poetry, rhetorick,
dialectick, and the abftra@ {ciences. In this
excellent feminary the Perfian tongue could not
fail of being greatly refined, and the rufticity
of the old idiom was fucceeded by a pure and
elegant dialect ; which, being conitantly fpoken
at the court of Behardm Gir in the year 351,
acquired the name of Deri, or, Courtly, to dif-
tinguifh it from the Pehlews, or, Language of the
Ceuntry. -

It muft not, however, be imagined, that the
ufe of the ancient dialet was wholly fuperfeded
by this more polithed idiom ; for feveral com-
pofitions in Pehlevi were extant even after Ma-
homed, which appear to have been written by
order of the Saflanian Princes. Anujbirvan, fur-
named The ju/ft, who reigned at the clofe of ke
Jixth century, having heard from fome travellers,
that the /ndian Monarchs had a collection of moral
Jables, which they preferved with great care
among their archives, fent his chief Phyfician
Barzuieh into India, with orders to make him-
felf mafter of the Saufcrit language, and not to
return without a tranflation of thofe fables.
Thefe orders were punétually executed; Bar-
zuich learned the Indian tongue, and, having at
a great expence procured a copy of the book,
tranflated it into the Peblevian dialect: about an
hundred and forty years after, his work was
turned from Pchlevi into 4rabick, by order of
Almanfur, fecond Calif of the Abbafides ; and
this is the volume which we fee in every lan-
guage of Europe, under the name of Calila wa
Demna, or, The fables of Pilpay. There is a fine
copy of the Arabick verfion in the publick library
at Oxford ; and if the work of Barzuieh could

be
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be found, we fhould be enabled to recover a
confiderable part of the old Perfian language ;
the fame, perhaps, which was fpoken 2 the fecond
period by Themiftocles and Xenophon.

In the reign of Anufbirvin, who protected the
arts and fciences in his own dominions, MAHO-
MED was born ; who, by the force of his Elo-
quence, and the fuccefs of his Arms, eftablifhed
a mighty Empire, and fpread his new religion
from the wilds of Arabia, to the mountains of
Tartary and the banks of the Ganges : but, what
belongs more particularly to the fubject of this
difcourfe, he polifbed the language of bis country,
and brought it to 2 degree of purity and ele-

nce, which no Arabian writer fince his time

as been able to furpafs. The battle of Cadefia
in the year 656 gave the laft blow to the Perjfian
Monarchy ; and the whole Empire of fran was
foon reduced under the power of the firft Ma-
homedan Dynalty, who fixed the feat of their
government in Bagdad, where the Arabuck lan-
guage was {poken, for many ages, in its utmoft
perfetion : but the ancient literature of Perfia,
which had been promoted by the family of Saflan,
was exprefsly difcouraged by the immediate fuc-
ceflors of Mabemed, for a reafon, which it is
proper to explain. :

At the time when the 4icoran was firft pub-
lithed in Arabia, a merchant, who had lately
returned from a long journey, brought with him
fome Perfian romances, which he interpreted to
his countrymen, who were extremely delighted
with them, and ufed to fay openly, that zbe
fories of griffons and giants ere more amufing to
them than the moral leffons of Mabomed : part of

4 a chapter
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a chapterin the 4/rorar was immediately written,
to frop the progrefs of thefe opinions ; the mer-
chant was feverely reprimanded ; his tales were
treated as pernicious fables, hafeful to God and
his prophet 5 and Omar, from the fame motive of
policy, determined to deftroy all the foreign
books which fhould fall into his hands. Thus
the idle loquacity of an Arabian traveller, by
fetting his legends in competition with the pre-
cepts of a powerful Lawgiver, was the caufe of
that enthufiafm in the Mahbomedans, which in-
duced them to burn the famous library of #/x-
andria, and the records of the Perfian Empire.

One book, however, befides the fables of Pil-
pay, elcaped the fury of thefe unmerciful zea-
lots : it was an Hiftory of Perfiz in the Pehlevian
dialect, extracted from the Safanian annals, and
compofed, it is believed, by the command of
Anujbirvan. Saad, one of Omar’s Generals, found
this volume, after the victory at Cadeffia, and
preferved it for himfelf as.a curiofity : it pafled
afterwards through feveral hands, and was at

length tranflated into fome other languages of
Jfﬁlﬂ' *'l

It was a long time before the native Perfians
could recover from the thock of this wviolent
revolution ; and their language {eems to have
been vepy little cultivated under the Califs, who
gave greater encouragement to the literature of
the Arabians: but, when the power of the Ab-
bafides began to decline, and a number of inde-

* This ftory is mentioned in the life of the Poct Ferduf,
prefixed to an edition of his works,

M pendcnfl
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pendent Princes arofe in the different provinces
of their empire, the arts of elegance, and chiefly
Peetry, revived in Perfia, and there was hardly
a Prince, or Governor of a city, who had not
{feveral poets and men of letters in his train.
The Perfian tongue was coufequently reftored iz
the tenth cenfury ; but it was very different from
the Deri or Peblevi of the Ancients : it was
mixed with the words of the Aloran, and with
expreflions from the Arabian Poets, whom the
Perfians confidered as their mafters, and affected
to imitate in their poetical meafures, and the
turn of their verfes.

That the learned reader may have a juft no-
tion of this new idiom, it feems neceflary, firft.
to produce a {pecimen of pure Arabick, and, after-
wards, of the puref Perfian that can be found ;
by which means he will form a more accurate
judgement of the, modern Perfick, in which both
languages are perfectly incorporated.

~ The following Ode was written by a native
of Damafcus : it contains a lively defcription of
an Eaflern Banquet ; and moft of the couplets
are highly elegant in the original.

Jow gl ans Lo gl W
E)*:;:“‘ Waﬂmyj
oyl SSUsl (g
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that is; ¢ We have a banquet, into which
¢ {orrow cannot enter, and from which mirth
¢ can never depart. It comprifes every fpecies
““ of Beauty ; and he, who feeks the joys of
¢ Iife, cannot rife beyond it. A {prightly Song

M 2 “ gives
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gives more pleafure to youth than Riches * :
here the ftream of life is unfullied, and all
our cares are difperfedl. ' Here the mildnefs
of cur gentle durling gives ‘eale to our love ;
and herc the timid dervife bécomes an Apof-
tate from his faith, We have a bower, on

: which the dew-drops fparkle; and in which

the breeze becomes {cented with the fragrance
of mufk. You fee the various blofloms, which
refemble ftars blazing and glittering in the
firmament. Here the wonderful beauties of
the Howers, among which are the narciflus
and the violet, bring the fair objetts of my
love to my-remembrance.- You would think
you faw my beloved looking mildly on you
with her ‘foft, tender, languifhing eye: a
nymph, in whom every charm and -every per-

foction is collected 3 whofe curled locks hang
O

always ‘dangling, blick ‘as the feorpion, ror
the mace of chony {(with swhich the Afiaticks

frike an rvory ball i one of thetr favourite plays
- . —JI‘ = = .} 2,

the pomegranate brings to my mind the bluthes
of my chinvcd, when her cheeks are coloured
with 2 modeit refentment. Qur cups are {uch
as our fouls defire ; they fcem to be filled
with the fircams of friendfhip and cheerful-
nefs. The goblets and vafes of China appear
to my fight, like the ftars of heaven fhining
in the Zodiack.” -

I might' here have felefted a more ancient

example of Arabick, either from the poets before
Mabomed, or from the illuftrious Abu - Temdm,

* The {ame word Ghana in Arabick fignifies both Singing

and #alth. '

who



THE PERSIAN LANGUAGE.

who flourithed in the nint) century ¥ ; but the
language has remained unaltered from the earliet
antiquity to the prefent time, and it would not
have been eafy, without a number of notes, to
Lave made an ancient Ode intelligible in a literal
tranilation.

The oldeft Perfian poems, which have come
to my knowledge, are thofe of FERDUSI, of
which it will not be improper to give a fhort
account, as far as they relate to my prefent fub-
ject.

At the clofe of the tenth, and beginning of
the eleventh centuries, BMahmud reigned in the
city of Gazna : he was fupreme ruler of Zable-
Jftan, and part of Kborafan, and had penetrated
very far into /ndia, where by this time the rel-
gion and language of the Arabs and Perfians had
begun to prevail. Several poets were enter-
tained in the palace of this Monarch, among
whom was FER DUSI, a native of Tiis or Mefbed.
"This moft learned man, happening to find a copy
of the old Peifian Hiffory above-mentioned, read
it with eagernefs, and found it involved in fables,
but bearing the marks of high antiquity: the
* moft ancient part of 1%, and principally the war
of Afrafiab and Kbefru, ov Cyrus, feemed to afford
an excellent fubject for an Hereick Poem, which

* by Temam Pﬁbﬁﬂlﬂd an excellent Aﬂ!ﬁﬂiﬂg.’a of drabick
verfes, entitled Hamdf>, of which he gave a copy to an
Afatick Prince, who prefented him in return with froe thoufand
picces of gold, and made him at the {fame time this elegant

n - I * a
f.:m_pltmtn!:, Qj/g_,;;, wj-}.; L‘r;{ My prefent is lefs
walnable than thy poems.

M 3 | he

¥55
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he accordingly began to compofe., Some of his
epifodes and defcriptions were thown to the Sul-
tan, who commended them exceedingly, and
ordered him to comprife the whole Hiflory of
Perfia in 2 feries of Epick poems. The poet obey-
ed ; and, after the happieft exertion of his fancy
and art for near thirty years, he finithed his
work, which contained fixty thoufand couplets
in rhyme, all highly-polithed, with the {pirit of
our Dryden and the {weetnefs of Pope. He
prefented an elegant tranfcript of -his book to
Mabmud, who coldly applauded Ais diligence, and
difmiffed him. Many months elapfed, and Fer-
dufi heard no more of his work : he then took
occafion to remind the King of it by fome little
cpigrams, which he contrived to let fall in the
palace ; but, where an Epick poem had failed,
what effect could be expected from an Epigram ?
At length the reward came ; which confifted only
of as many {mall pieces of money, as there were
couplets in the volume. The high-minded Poet
could not brook this infult: he retired to his
clofct with bitternefs in his heart; where he
wrote a moit noble and animated invedive
againft the Sultan, which he fealed up, and de-
livered to a Courtier, who, as he had reafon to
fufpet, was his greatelt enemy, afluring him,
toat it was a diverting tale, and requefting him
to give it to Mabmud, wien any affair of ftate or
bad fuccefs in war [bould make bim more uneafy and
Splenctick than ufual *, Having thus given vent

: ' to

i - o e =S - % ry o e L. - L3
¥ See a tranflation of this Satire in & Treatsfi on Oriental
Poctry, added to the Life of Nader Shab in Frenck, Vol. H,
paze 233, This poem 'is not unlike the Xapires Of Tlheo-
critus, who, like the impetuous Furduf, had dared to expefe
4 3 the
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to his juft indignation, he left Gazna in the
night, and took refuge in Bagdad, where the
Calif protected him from the Sultan of Zableftan,
who demanded him in a furious and menacing
letter.

"The work of Ferdufi remains entire, a glorious
monument of Eaftern genins and learning ;
which, if ever it thould be generally underitood
in its original language, will conteit the merit
of invention with Homer himfelf, whatever be
thought of its fubjeét or the arrangement of its
incidents. An extraét from this poem will ex-
hibit a {pecimen of the Perfran tongue, very
little adulterated by a mixture with the Arabick,
and, in all probability, approaching nearly to
the dialect ufed in Perffa 1n the time of Mabs-
med, who admired it for'its ‘extreme foftnefs, and
was heard to fay, that it would be [poken on that
account in the gardens of Paradife.

Sy & &P (M R0 (;f’
35 a3l Jo i_mj_(at; ol

the vices of a Jow-minded King, The Perfian poet has this
couplet in his Satire,

(,.\)/L..-ul.g oy .C-{..f\m > L _).(
S Ogp=" 4

that is; Had I awritten as many werfis in praife of Mahomed
and Ali, as I bave compofd jor King Mahmid, they avould
hawe fhowered an bundred Lleffings on me. A thought like that
of Shakefpeare in Wolfey's celebrated fpeech :

Had I but for<’d my Ged awith balf the zeal

I fera?d my King, be awould not in mine age

Hawe left me naked to mine enemics, Hex, VI

R 8

I 6'7
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that is; < Seeft thou yonder plain of various
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colours (Perf. ved and grey); by which the
heart of a valiant man may be filled with
delighit ¢ It is entirely covered with groves
and gardens and flowing rivulets ; it isa place
belonging to the abode of Heroes. The
ground is perfect {ilk, and the air is fcented
with mulk : you would fay, Is it rofe-water
which glides between the banks ¢ The ftalk of
the lily bends under the weight of the flower;

and the whole grove is charmed with the
fragrance of the rofe-bufh. The pheafant walks
gracefully among the flowers ; the dove and
nightingale warble from the branches of the
cyprefs. From the prefent time to the lateft
age, may the edge of thofe banks refemble
the bowers of Paradife! There you will fee,

on the plains and hills, a company of damﬁ,}s,
beautiful as fairies, ﬁttmﬂ' cheerfully on every
ide, There Manizha, d.;ulfghter of Afrafiab,

makes the whole garden blaze like the Sun.
Sitara, his fecond daunghter, fits exalted like
a Qucen, encircled by her damfels, radiant
in glory. ‘The lovely maid is an ornament to
the plains ; her beanty {ullies the rofe and the

jafmine. With them are many Turkifh girls,

all with their faces veiled ; all with their bodies
taper as a cyprefs, and locks black as mufk ;
all with cheeks full of rofes, with eyes frll of
s fleep ; all with lips fweet as wine, and frag ant

4 “— as
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“ as rofe-water. If we go near to that bower,
« and turn afide for a fingle day, we may take
“ feveral of thofe lovely nymphs, and bring
¢ them to the noble Cyrus.”

This is part of a fpeech by a young amorous
Hero, the Paris of Ferdufi, who had reafon to
repent of his adventure with the daughter of
Afrafiab, for he was made captive by the Turks, |
and confined in a difmal prifon, till he was de-
livered by the valour of Rofam.

Of thefe two languages was formed the mo-
dern dialect of Perfia, which, being fpoken in
its greateft purity by the natives of Pars or Far-
Jiftan, acquired the name of Parfi ¥ ; though it
is even called Deri by Hafez in the following

couplet ;

Ll (S Oulig 33 sl cudods o
e (£ WU;'*:'_}IJL,\;_,J

that is; “ While the nightingale, O Hafez,
¢ makes a boaft of his eloquence, do thou leflen
¢ the value of his lays by finging thy Perfian
¢ (Deri) {trains.” ey

Nearly in the fame age with Ferdufi, the
great Abul Olg, furnamed Alim: from his blind-
nefs, publifhed his excellent Odes in Arabick, in
which he profefledly imitated the poets be-
fore Mahomed. This writer had fo flourithing
a reputation, that feveral Perfians of uncommon

Lan . y —

YA 69

genius
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genius were ambitious of learning the Art of
Poetry from fo able an infirudtor : his moft
illuftrious {cholars were® Feleki- and Khakani *,
who were no lefs eminent for their Perfian com- -
pofitions, than for their fkill in every branch of
pure and mixed Mathematicks, and particularly
in Aftronomy ; a firiking proof, that a fublime
Poet may become a mafter of any kind of learn-
ing which he chules to profels ; fince a fine ima-
gination, a lively wit, an eafy and copious ftyle,
cannot poflibly cbftruét the acquifition of any
fcience whatever, but muft neceffarily affift him
in his ftudies, and fhorten his labour. Both
thefe poets were protected by Manucheber, Prince
of Shirvan; but Khakini was always averfe to
the pleafurable and diffipated life of a Court, fo
that the Prince was obliged to detain him by
force ‘in his palace, and adually confined him
for fome time in prifon, left he fhould find fome
opportunity of efcaping. vl

The works of thefe authors are not very
fcarce ; but it feems needlefs to give any ex-
tracts from them, which would fwell this dif
courfe to an immoderate length : it will be {uf-
Aicient to fay, that, in this and the following cen-
tury, the Perfian language became altogether
mixed with Arabick; not that the puré ftyle of
the ancients was wholly obfoléte, but it was the
fathion among the Perfians to interweave .4ra-
bian phrafes and verfes into their poems, not by
way of quotations, but as material parts of a
fentence. Thus in the following diftich,

* L,,ﬁ'ﬂ"’ and LjJL'-:hn
i
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The phantom of ber, whofe beauty gives brightnefs
to the fhades, appeared to me at ;-::;nﬁt I wendered
at the kindne[s of Lortune, and ﬁnd Whence came -
this profperity f—the firit line is pure dradick in
the ftyle of the ancient poets.

This clegﬂ.nt tetraftich is of the fame kind :

o 4O TJ ufb'm t.A.,.L.g u.nd
= {-5‘4'( wlm‘a 7 ‘s...--wa...‘v'x...l L..:%T{

-:..ﬂ_;,o m),ﬁ_;m & 5 Sha (&1 Ly

(SN Lolgs 195 Loz ! LI (ome

In this manfion of darknefs, how long muft f_f!
expecting my beloved 5 one while awith my fmffr o
my teeth, one while with my head bent on my nee
Come, O fortunate cup-bearer, bring me the tidings
of joy: whao knews but my days may again be pro-
Jperous, as they were before 2 Where the laft line
is taken from an Ode in th:: Hamafa of Abu Te-
mdm, which begins,

A We
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We pardened the fons of Dhohal, and jaid, The

. tribe are our brothers.

At the opening of the #welfth century lived
Anvert, a native of Abiurd in Khorafan, whofe
adventures deferve to be related, as they will
fhow in what high efteem the polite arts were
held in 4fia, at the time when learning firlt
began to dawn in Fwrope. Anveri, when he was
very young, was [itting at the gate of his col-
lege, when a man richly drefled rede by him on
a fine Arabian horfe, with a numerous train of
attendants ; upon his afking wbe if was, he was
told, that ¢ was a Poet belonging to the Gourt.
When Anveri vefleéted on the honours conferred
upon Poctry, for which art he had a very early
bent, he applied himfelf to it more ardently
than ever, and, having finifhed a poem, pre-
{ented it to the Sultan. This was a prince of’
the Seljukiar dynaity, named Sanjar, a great
admirer of the fine arts: he approved the work
of Anveri, whom he invited to his palace, and
raiféd him even to the firlt honours of the {tate.
He found many other poets at court, among
whom were Selman, Zehir, and Refbidi ¥, all
men of wit and genius, but each eminent in a
different way ; the firft for the delicacy of lis
Lyrick wverfes, the fccond, for the moral ten-
dency of his poems, -and the third, for the
chaftity of his compofitions ; a virtue, which
his predeceffors and contemporaries were too
apt to negiect.

But of all the cities in the Perflan Empire,
none has given birth to more exceilent pocts

b, j"‘y“’ and (SO

thag
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than Shiraz; which my noble and learned
friend Baron Rewizk: jultly calls ¢ the Athens
“ of Perfia*.” §4DI, a native of this city,
flourifhed in the thirteenth- century, when the
Atabegs of Parfiffan encouraged men of learning
in their principality : his lite was almoft wholly
fpent in travel ; but no man, who enjoyed the
greateft leifure, ever left behind him more
valuable fruits of his genius and induflry.
A finc manufcript, about two hundred years
old, was lately put into my hands, containing a
complete collection of his works ; among which
are feveral picces, both in verfe and profe,
which have never been mentioned by the
Scholars of Europe. The following extract from
his Guliftan, or Bed of Rofes, will thow how the
Perfian and Arabick languages were mixed to-
gether in his age :

-
~
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* See Specimen Pocfeos Perfice, Vindobonz 1771, Pream.
page xviii,
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that is; ¢ My companion oft reproaches mé
“ for m} love of Lei/a. 'Will he never behold
< her
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her charms, that my excufe may be accepted:
Would to heaven, that they, who blame me
for my paffion, could fee thy face, O thou
ravifher of hearts! that, at the fight of thee,
they might be confounded, and inadvertently
cut their heads mnftéad of the fruit, which
they hold*¥. Thou haft no compaflion for
my diforder: my companion fhould be
afllicted with the fame malady, that I might
fit all day repeating my tale to him ; for two
pieces of wood burn together with a brighter
flame. The fong of the turtle dove pafles
not unobferved by my ear; and if the dove
could hear my ftrain, fhe would join her
complaints with mine. O my friends, fay to
them, who are free from love, Ab, we wifb

you knew, what paffes in the beart of a lover!

The pain of illnels affetts not them, who are
in health : I will not difclofe my grief but to
thofe, who have tafted the fame affliction.
It were fruitlefs to talk of an hornet to them,
who never felt its fting.  While thy mind is
not affected like mine, the relation of my
forrow feems only an idle tale. Compare not
my anguifh to the cares of another man;
he only holds the falt in his hand, but it is I,
who bear the wound in my body.”

The fame cify had the honour of producing,

in the fourteenth century, the moft elegant Lyrick
Poet of Afia, Shemfeddin, furnamed HAFEZ ; on
whofke life and productions it is the lefs neceflary
to expatiate, becaufe the Baron before-mentioned
has exhaufted thefubject in hus fpecimen of Perfian

"

* Alluding to a fory in the dlcoran.
i oetry,
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-Poetry, and will, it is to be hoped, be perfuaded
to complete that moft learned work, in the
fhort intervals of leifure, which his important
affairs will allow him. It will be fully fuflicient,
therefore, to tranfcribe two of his Gazals or
Anacreontick Odes ; the firlt of which was chofen,
on account of the Arabick verfes interwoven in
it, and the fecond, for its exquifite beauty, which
makes it a genuine example of the true Shirazian

dialect.
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A PERSIAN SONG.

H E dawn advances veiled with rofes.

Bring the morning draught, my friends,
the morning draught! The dew-drops trickle
over the cheek of the tulip. Bring the wine,
my dear companions, bring the wine! A gale
of paradife breathes from the garden : drink
then inceflantly the purewine. Therofe {preads
her emerald throne in the bower. Reach the
liguour, that fparkles like a flaming ruby.
Are they ftill fhut up in the banquet-houfe?
Open, O thou keeper of the gate. It is
ftrange, at fuch a feafon, that the door of the
tavern fhould be locked. Oh, haften! O thou,
who art in love, drink wine with eagernefs ;
and you, who are endued with wifdom, offer
your vows to Heaven. Imitate Hafez, and
drink: kiffes, {weet as wine, from the cheek of
a damiel, fair as a nymph of paradife.”
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Another, by the {fame.

ISE, boy; for the cup of the tulip is

full of wine. 'When will this ftri¢tnefs
end? how long will thefe fcruples laft? No
more of this pride and difdain ; for time has
feen the crown of Cefar humbled, and the
diadem of .Cyrus bent to the ground. Oh!
be wife ; for the bird of the morning is in-
toxicated with love. Oh, awake! for the
fleep of eternity is juft before you. How
gracefully thou moveft, O fweet branch of
a vernal plant! May the cold wind of December
never nip thy buds! There is no reliance on
the favours of Fortune or her deceitful fmiles.
Oh! wo to him, who thinks himfelf fecure
from her treachery. To-morrow, perhaps,
the ‘ftream of Cuther, and the girls of
paradife will be prepared for ps; but to-
day alfo let us enjoy a damfel bright as the
moon, and quaff the wine from the full
cup. The Zephyr (Saba) reminds us of our
youth (Sab: ;) bring us the wine, boy, which
may refrefh our fouls, and difpel our forrow.
 Admire not the fplendour and dignity of
the rofe; for the wind will foon {catter all
her leaves, and fpread them beneath our feet.
Bring a larger cup to the memory of Hatem
Tai * 5 that wé may fold up (Zai) the gloomy
volume of thofe, who want generofity. This

* An drakbian Prince, celebrated for his extreme libera-

fity. :

¢ wine,
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wine, which gives a lively tint to the drgavan,
(@ purple flower) communicates its. fweet na-
¢ ture from my beloved’s cheek to her heart.
¢ Attend; for the muficians of the bower have
begun ‘their- concert, joining the notes of
¢ the lute. and harp to the melody of the dul-
¢ cimer and flute.. Bring thy bﬂf'a into the
¢ garden, for, like active attendants the cyprefs

ftands before us, and the green raed has tucked

up his girdle. O Hafez, the fame of thy
{weet alluring forcery has reached from the

¢ extremity of Rei" and Rum, to the limits of
“ China and Lg}rpf 4

11

(14

114

(24
[ 44

L1

There is nﬂthing, which affords a ftronger
proof of the excellence of the Perfian tongue,
than, that it remained uncorrupted after the
irruption of the Tartars, who, at different times,
and under wvarious leaders, made themfclves
mafters of Perfia; for the Tartarian princes, and
chiefly Tam rerlane, who was a patron of Hafexz,
were fo far from difcouraging polite letters, like
the Goths and Huns, that they adopted even the
language and religion of the conquered country,
and promoted the fine arts with a boundlefs mu-
nifcence: and one of them, who founded the
Mogul Empire in Hindoflan, introduced the
Perfian literature into his dominions, where it
flourithes to this day; and all the letters from
the Indian governors are written in the lan-
guage (I do not fay, in the ftyle) of Sadi. The
Turks themielves improved their harfh dialect
by mixing it with the Perftan; and Mahomed 1.
who took Conflantincple in the middle of the fifteenth
Century, was a protector of the Perfian poets:
among thefe was Noureddin JAMI, whofe poem
en the loves of Jofeph and Zelikha 1s one ﬂf the

N 3 fineft

i8r
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fineft compofitions I ever read. The following
defcription will ferve as a fpecimen of his elegant
ftyle: '
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¢ In the morning, when the ravén of night
 had flown away, the bird of dawn began to
¢ fing: the nightingales warbled their enchant-
¢ ing notes, and rent the thin veils of the rofe-
¢ bud and the rofe : the jafmine ftood bathed in
“ dew,
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¢« dew, and the violet alfo fprinkled his fragrant
¢« locks. At this time Zelikha was funk in
« pleafing flumber ; her heart was turned to-
<« wards the altar of her facred vifion *. It was
“ not fleep; it was rather a confufed idea: 1t
¢ was a kind of phrenzy caufed by her nightly
«' melancholy. Her damfels touched her feet
¢ with 'their faces; her maidens approached,
¢ and kifled her hand. Then fhe removed the
¢ veil from her cheek, like a tulip befprinkled
<« with dew ; fhe opened her eyes, yet dim with
¢« fleep. From the border of her mantle the
¢ fun and moon arofe ; The raifed her head from
« the couch, and locked around on ecvery

¢ fide.”

This poem contains about four thoufand cou-
plets, and deferves to be tranflated into every
European language : though I {hall have neither
time nor inclination to tranflate it myfelf, yet I
may perhaps be induced, fome years hence,
to prefent the Original to the learned world,
which any man, who has the advantage of
greater leifure, may take the pains to inter-
pret.

In the fame Century with Jami, flourithed a
poet named CATEBI, who was highly honoured
at the court of Mirza Ibrabim, one of Tamer-
lane’s defcendants. Mr. d” Herbelot tells a very
pleafing flory of this writer, which deferves
a place in this effay; though, in order to un-

—

* A’ metaphor taken from the cuftom, which prevails
among Mehomedans, of turning their faces, when they pray,
tewaids the temple of Mecca. :

N 4 : derftand
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derftand it, we muft remember, that the Perfrans
frequently end their couplets with the fame word,
which is often continued through a long poem ;
but in that cafe, the rhyme falls upon the pre-
ceding fyliable. ¢ Cafeb:, {ays he, having com-
€ Pﬂff.‘d anFElegy, each verfe of which ended with
¢ the word, Gu/, a rofe, or any flower, repeated
“ it to the prince [brabim, his Patron; who,

¢ being extremely dehghtf:d with it, could not

¢ forbear mterrupting him, by fa}rlng, From
“¢-what bower did this tuneful nightingale (meaning
“ the poet) take its flight ? that is, without a me-
« taphor, In what city were you born? to which
¢ Catebi, without hefitation, replied in a couplet
¢ of the fame meafure with the poem, and with
¢ the fame rhyme, as if he had only continued
¢ to read his Ilegy:

€ thatis, Like Attir * Ic.—:zmefmm the rofe-garden

“ of Nifhapor; but I am only the thorn qf that
“ garden, and Attir was its meff  beautiful
¢ fower.”’

This diftich, though delivered extempore, is

~ at leaft equal to any of the reft in {pirit and eles

gance, ‘The poem confifts of about thirty-five
couplets, the firft of which is the following :

¥ Aitar a Perfian poet, author of the Pendnama.

b



THE PERSIAN LANGUAGE.
S lE ila oul o oo b b
&

that is ; Asain the rofe adwvances towards the
bower with an bundred leaves; like the narciffus,
it is @ charming objecl to every difcerming eye.

In the fixteenth and feventeentl Centuries, under
. the family of Sefi, the Perfian language began to
lofe its ancient purity, and even to borrow {fome
of its terms from the Turkifb, which was com-
monly fpoken at Court. As to the modern dia-
leét, no fpecimen of it needs be produced, fince
the Life of Nader Shab, which was written in
Perfian about fourteen years ago, and tranflated
into French by the author of this Volume, may be
confulted in the original by the learned reader.

185
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FRENCH TRANSLATION.
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EPITRE DEDICATOIRE
A'SA"MAJESTE

et B L BN - VIL

ROIpu DANNEMARK et pE LANORWEGUE,
&c. &c. &ec.

S

-,

N E Tradudtion, faite par les Ordres de
Votre Majefté, emprunte fon luftre des
auguftes aufpices fous lefquels elle a été entreprife;
daignez donc fouffrir, que laiflant & mon auteur
Penthoufiafme de la flatterie orientale, je ne fafle
mention de fon Héros que pour relever un con-
trafte qui m’a frappé. C’eft au fucceffeur légitime
d’une fuite de Rois, aufli anciens qu’illuitres, que
je préfente ce Naper Cnawn, ufurpateur, & d’une
origine obfcure. Le crime & la terreur con-
duifirent ce fameux guerrier a la fortune, par

uge voic remplic d’allarmes & de danﬁﬁrs.
| L’admi-
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Jadmiration & la confiance des peuples, déja
fix€es au pied du trone de Votre Majefté, lui
ouvrent une carriere aufli brillante qu’heureute.
Nader craignit la lumiere du favoir, & ticha de
detruire les {ciences dans fes états; Votre Majefté,
véritable appréciatrice du génie, lui confiera fans
peine les annales de Son regne. 1l fuffira i Ses
hiftoriens d’¢tre éclairés & fideles ; ils ne feront
pas obligés, comme celui de Nader, de donner

~aun defiructeur le mafque du conquérant ; i

Popprefleur ces magnifiques titres que la bouche
fervile accorde, & que le cceur honnéte refufe a
Vinjuftice, & a la tyrannie. - Mais, Sixe, fi
d’autres ont honneur d’achever le contrafte que

j'ébauche, & de faire fentir 3 la pofterité la

cifférence qu’il y a entre la baffefle de 1’adulation
& le pur encens de la vérité, j’anrai du moins
Pavantage de les avoir devancés dans une route,
que la gloire de Votre Nom rendra fi facile,
ainfi que dans le zéle, & le trés profond refpect
avec lefquels je fuis,

De VoTre MajEsTE,

Le trés humble &+
Irés obeiflant ferwiteur,

WILLIAM JONES.



FRENCH TRANSLATION.

Prerace a la tradu@ion Francoife,

E T Ouvrage n’eft point entiérement in-
conndi; un * Auteur Anglois, dans ’agré-

able rccit de fes voiages, a fait mention d’une
viec de NapEr Cuan, €crite en Perfan ; mais, il
ajoute, qu’ileft peu probable qu’clle paroifle jamais
en Kurope. KEn eflet, pour que le public fit
enrichi de ce rare prefent, il a fallt que le deftin
le fit tomber entre les mains d’un Roi diftingué
par {fon amour pour les Belles Lettres, & par la
delicateffe de fon golit; ce qui n’étoit-pas un
bonheur facile a prévoir. Chargé par les ordres
de ce Monarque de traduire & de publier ce
manufcrit, je defirerois de mon c¢6té pouvoir
fatisfaire le lecteur, en lui donnant une parfaite
connoiflance de Pauteur que je traduis ; mais,
mes recherches 4 cet €gard aiant été vaines, il
faut qu’il {¢ contente de mon opinion. Javoiie
d’abord, que je ne fuis pas de 'avis de I’écri-
vain que je viens de citer, qui annonce mon
auteur comme un général ou un commandant ;
il me paroit plutét un homme d’un favoir pro-
fond, d’une éloquence agréable, & parfaitement
veri¢ dans la litérature orientale, ainii que dans
la poélie de fon pais. Ses notions fur I’art militaire,
la maniére dont il décrit les batailles ne convien-
nent nullement i un guerrier; elles s’accordent
bien mieux avec le titre de Mirza, qui fignific
homme d’¢tude, lorfqu’il précede le nom propre;
celui de Khan, qui s’y trouve joint, prouve feule-
ment que le favoir, en Afie, eft le chemin de la
fortune, aufli bien que celui de la gloire. Com-
me 1 0’y a que douze ans que cette hiftoire a
4 €tc

189
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été écrite, il eft probable que Mirza Mohammed
Mahadi Khan de Mazenderan vit encore, 4 moins
qu’il n’ait péri dans quelque danger femblable a
ceux qu’il décrit, & qui ctoient % frequens dans
fa patrie anx tems malheureux qu’il déplore:
cependant le récit de ces rebellions perpctuelles,
fouvent compliquées, & renouvellées auflitot
qu’appaifées, a quelque chofe de fec & de fati-
guant. L’autﬁur 'a fenti lui-méme ; ainff,
lorfqu’il n’a pas eft des événemens¥grands &
frappants i raconter, il a taché de faire fupporter
la minutie, & méme quelqucfois Pobfeurite, de fa
narration par des morceaux de poéliec Perfanne
aufli bien choifis que placés. Ces eflais de
Rhétorique orientale font fur tout admirables
dans les defcriptions vari€es du printems, qu’il
donne au commencement de chaque année,
dans lefquelles, en géneral, il fait allufion a ce
qui s’y eft paflé de plus remarquable. Cet ouv-
rage doit naturellement intérefler le public, &
attacher le lecteur; les faits en font fi récens,
qu’ils ne fauroient étre effacés de notre mémoire,
& n’alfant pas perdd leur degré de chaleur par
une froide recherche dans des fiécles reculés, ils
ne fe préfentent i nous qu’avec ces charmes, &
cette importance que la verité & authenticité
donnent aux moindres événemens.

Aprés avoir ainfi rend? juitice 3 mon auteur,
je ferai plus concis fur ce qui me regarde moi-
méme & ma traduction. Je dois d’abord aflurer
le lecteur, que j’ai taiché de lui donner une 1dée
exacte de l’ﬂrigiml Perﬁn, en le traduifant aufli
literalement qu’il m’a été poflible ; en cela jai
fuivi & mes ordres & mon inclination. Nous
avons afiez d’hiftoires Afiatiques habillées i ’Eu-
rppéene, j'ai laiflé a celle-ci {es ornemens natIu-

rels s
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rels: je n’ai orné aucun détail ; j’ai fuivi Pélé-
vation ou labaiffement du ftyle, comme je les
al trouves, Le peu de mots que je puis avoir
ajoutés n’ont €té que pour écarter des ambiguités
attachées a la difierence d’idiomes ; je n’ai re-
tranché que dans les endroits on les allufions
€toient ou trop abfurdes pour nous; que quand
les expreflions a force d’¢tre outrées devenoient
ridicules a I'imagination calme de nos climats.
S1 j’al hazardé de donner une traduétion rimée
des vers que j’ai trouvé dans le corps de cette
Hiitoire, j’en ai ajouté une litérale a la fin de
chaque partie. ‘ :

On trouvera dans mes Notes un index Géo-
graphique des principales villes & provinces dont
cet ouvrage fait mention, mais j’ai été forcé de
paffer fous filence ce qui concerne plufieurs
tribus, villages, & forterefles, dont on ne voit
nulle trace dans les livres de géographie orientale
que j’ai confulté,

uant au traité fur la poéfie Afiatique que j’ai
ajouté a cette hiftoire, comme une efpece de
commentaire fur le golt poétique dans lequel
elle eft €crite, sl s’y trouve quelques erreurs,
J’en appelle au jugement impartial du lefteur
‘{favant; il confiderera fans doute combien il étoit
difhicile d’entendre parfaitement des Odes dont
le ton {fublime & chargé d’ernemens embarrafle
méme ceux dans la langue defquels elles font
€crites, furtout étant privé du fecours d’un bon
commentaire, fi néceflaire dans ces occafions.
Au refte, comme il m’a été preferit d’éerire cet
ouvrage en Frangois, j’elpére qu’on excufera la
témerité que j’ai el en entreprenant une tra-
duction fi diflicile dans wne langue qui n’eft pas
ma

191



192 PIECES RELATIVE TO THE

ma langue naturelle. Je nedirai pourtant point
avec le Romain, qui publia un ouvrage Grec, que
j’ai commis des fautes volontaires, afin quelles
fifent connoitre quelle étoit ma patrie ; au con-
traire, j’avoue que je n’ai rien oubli¢c pour me
mettre en état d’offrir un ftyle correct; que j’ai
reclt avec empreflement tous les avis qui m’ont
été donnés i ce fujet, & accepté avec reconnoif-
fance les fecours qui m’ont été offerts.

A Londres
I ??Gl

CHRISTIANUS
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MAGNZ BRITANNIZE REGI, S.D.

CHR.-”S TIANUS Septimus, Dei gratid, rex
Danice, Norvegie, Vandalorum, Gothorumque,
dux Slefvici, Hol lfatie, Stormarie, atque Ditt-
marfie, comes in Oldenburg ac Delment; wj? &c.
&c. Sereniflimo ac pntﬂntﬂhmn principi domino
Georgio Tertio, eddem gratia, Magne Britanne,
Francize, et Hibernie vegi, ﬁd“l defenfori, duci
.ery’wre.ry’ 1, et Luneburgenft, Sacri Romani Imp-:-
rii. Archithefaurario, et Electori, &re. Oc. fratri,
affini, et confanguineo, et amico noftro carii-
fimo, falutem ! Sereniflime et potentiflime prin-
ceps, frater, aflinis, confanguinee, et amice carif-
fime! Annnentes precibus fubditi cujuidam
Majeftatis Veftra, viri eruditi, et linguarum Ori-
cntls peritiflimi, Collegii Academiz Oxonienfis
Socti Gul. jones, qui mobis defiderantibus, opus
biftoricum wite Naderi Shab & Perfico in Gallicum
idioma a fe magnd cum diligentid tranflatum nuper
in lucem emifit, eoque labore feliciter exantlato,
expectationi noftre ex affe fdtleﬂ.ClCI’ib calculum
noftrum meruit, hoc ei noftrz benevolentie
teftimonium, qu{}d a nobis {ibi decenter expetiit,
denegare noluimus, fed amicitia Majeftatis Veltrae
in nos fincerd freti eundem clementice et benevolentie
efus

&
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efus regie, pro eo quo ipfa bonas literas, et eartim

cultores. profequi dignatun, favore eximio, de meliori

commendatum effe amicé et fraterne cuptmus ; gra-
siam eo nomine Majeftati Veftra infignem habiturt,
et fi qua in re poffumus, referre paratiffimi 5 cui,
quod reliquum eft, divini numinis tutelam ad
perenne fummz felicitatis incrementum toto
animo apprecamur. Dabantur in regia noftra
Chriftianburg die XV. menfis Februarii, anno 1771

regnique noftri fexto,
MAJESTATIS VESTR AL
Bonus Frater, Affinis,

Confanguineus et Amicus,

CHRISTIAN.

Ad Regem Magnz Britanniz,
Dominum Georgrum 11,

OSTEN.



A MONSIEUR

MONSIEUR LE BARON OSTEN,

MONSIEUR,

OUFFREZ que je vous témoigne ma re-
connoiflance pour la flatteufe diftinction
dont Sa Majefté a bien voulu m’ honorer. Je -
regarde comme un des plus grands bonheurs de
ma vie d’étre né dans le fiecle d’un Roi, qui fait
emploier et récompenfer les talens. De combien
ce bonheur n’augmenteroit-il pas, fi mes defleins
et mes occupations dans ma patrie, me permet-
toient d’aller me jetter aux pieds de Sa Majeite,
et de contempler dans fa Capitale le fecond re-
nouvellement des Lettres et des Beaux Arts.
Cependant, d’ici méme, je ne perdrai jamais de
viie les influences propices que fa protection ré-
pand fur le favoir, et fi je vis affez pour finir
L’ Hiftoire générale de ce Siecle, ouvrage,que j’ai pro-
jette depuis long tems, ce fera au nom de CHRE-
TIEN VII que je croirai devoir fon vrai luftre.
Permettez-moi, Monfieur, d’ajouter en ce lieu
une reflexion qui m’a frappé en recevant le
diplome, par lequel Sa Majelt¢ m’ agrége a 5a
Société Rojale des Sciences. On ne fauroit, en
voiant un tel afile des belles lettres s’éléver dans
un empire du nord, s’empécher d’admirer les
decrets de la providence dans la revolution des
evénemens, Ce fit de la Gothie que fortirent
Peflaim
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Veflaim de courageux guerriers, qui-éteignirent
la lumiére du favoir dans I’Europe en arrachant
aux Romains Pempire du monde ; c’eft dans ces
mémes régions que le favoir révit fous les aufpices
d’un Monarque qui 'apprécie, et le protége.

J’ai 'honneur,
Monfieur, d’étre votre trés humble,

et trés obeiflant Serviteur,

12 Mai 1771,
W. . JONES.

ERR ATA,

Intr. vi, for Abirman read Aberman.
xx. lin, 13. for avere read are.
xxiii. line 10. for Tibet read Badakbfban,
Page 43. lin, 7. dele bis before Mefbed.
118. line 21. for deferted read awent over,
160. lin. 17.4or 656 read 636.
176. lin. 6, for beads read bands,





















