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To the moft Noble

JOHN

Duke of Buckinghain-
fbive and Normanby,
Marquis of Normanby,
Earl of Mulgrave, &c.
and Knight of the moft
noble Order of the
Czartter.

My it pleafe your GR A CE,

s Have long wifh'd for an
Opport_umty 'ﬁoi‘ 'lal}fmg
fomcz:hmg Of ‘‘mine" at

Rox | yous




7he DEDICATION.

your GRacE’s Feer, not whol-
ly unworthy of your Patronage ;
and I hope that the following
Difcourfes may be thought fo;
for though they come not up to
that Pcr?e&ian and Importance,
which I defire fhould be apparent
in all that I fhould prefume to
addrefs to your GrRacE; yet I
have the Vanity to perfuade my-
{elf, that they will afford an Amufe-
ment not abfolutely difagrecable
to the Entertainment of your
G racE’s unbending Hours; I
-flatter myfelf, ac leaft, that your
Grack will find fome Things
here, that a Perfon of your moft
cxcellent Senfe and admirable
Judgment will not wholly repent
of the perufing. |

'Tis true, that to come up to
the grand Gouft, of which your
Grackt is fo eminent a Mafter,
there fhould be fomething nearer



fhe DEDICAT 10 N.
the Productions of a Virgil or a
Milton. But, my Lowrp, if I
were never to make an Addrefs to
your GracCE, till I had what was
of equal Value to offer, I muit
be for ever filent, and lofe this Sa-
tisfaction, of which I am extream-
ly ambitious, of letting the World
know that Efteem and Venera-
tion which I have for your
G R A ¢ E’s confpicuous Merits, both
as a great Statefman, and a great
and judicious Patron of the po-
liter Arts; thofe, indeed, are Qua-
lities which f{cldom meet in the
powerful Men of any Age, and
fcarce ever in thofe of ours.

~ There was, ’tis true, once a
Mecanas many Ages ago, who is,
on all Hands, acknowledg'd to
have been the moft confummate
Statefman that ever appeard in
the World, who, in the midft of
his important Thoughts for the
A 3 eftab-
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The DEDICATION.
eftablithing. the Monarchy - of
Rome for his Mafter, believ'd the
Carc of the Mufes not foreign
from, nor at all unworthy of his
Confideration. ’

There was likewife, in our
modern Times, a Richelien, per-
haps, not lefs in his political Ca-
pacity, who likewilc cfteem’d the
Protection of Poetry, and the
other fine Arts, equal to his great
Poft. And ther¢-is a Duke® of
Buckingham/hire ftill living, who,
as he 1s not inferior to either of
them in"all thejuft Ares of Go-
vernment, {o he is infinitely fupe-
rior to both in his ‘Tafte and
Judgmens in thofe Sciencés which
have polith’d Mankind; and I
am fully aflurd, that'it has not
been your Grace’s Fault that
there 1s not now an Eftablifhment
in’this' Nation more for their Pro-
motion, than the World has {een

e g A fince
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{ince the Expiration of the Com-
monwealth of _4thens.

Before I conclude this Epiftle,
I think myfelf oblig'd to beg your
G racE’s Pardon for this publick
Addrefs without your GRACEs
Permiflion, not that I think it in
reafon a real Faulr, but only as it
is an Offence againft the Tyranny
of a motft irrational Cuftom; and,
pethaps, only to be found in this
Nation : Irrational, I {ay, my Lorp,
becaufe it forces upon Authors a
Neceflity of offering Violence to
the Modefty of a great Man,
which may, perhaps, make him
unwilling to grant fuch a Permif-
fion, or oblige them to take up
only with fuch Perfons, whofc
Vanity they may believe will be
eafily complaifant to their Defires.

But I, my Lorp, who know
that your Gr a ¢ E had rather de-
ferve Praife than be told that you

A 4 do
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do fo; and whofe Paflion to ap-
pear in this. publick Manner to
your GRACE, was too ftrong to
run the Hazard of any Obftacles
to it, chofe rather to omit that
Ceremony of Cuftom, than lofe
this Opportunity of declaring how
much I am,

.Zldy LoRrp,
Towr GRACE'S
Moft humble,
Moft obedient, and

Moft devoted Sevvant,
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Rea | Shall not long detain the Reader
e 1 8| with whatI have to fay to him
by way of Preface ; for I will not-
{fpend much Time, nor ufe-many
Arguments to recommend the following
Entertainment ; thofe are Arts that may
footh the fond Credulity of an Author,
but can never obtain the End he propofes
by them ; for let him fay what he will, the
Reader muft be Judge how far the Per-
formance is agreeable to him. And I flat-
ter my felf, that in the great Variety which_
this Volume contains, there will be fome-
thing that may prove an Amufement to
every Reader. This I am fure of, thatno
one will be able to charge me with com-
mitting to Print any thing contrary to good
Manners, Modelty or Religion.

The
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Thé PREF ACE

The only thing that I have the leaft
Apprehenfion can have any Appearance
ofP Offence, is the Tranflation out of Ara-
bick ; and yet upon the Perufal the Rea-
der will find, that there is nothing in it
derogatory of the Chriftian Religion, but
on the contrary a great Deference perpe-
tually paid to the Divine Precepts of the
Gofpel ; and that no where through the
whole Difcourfe the Author pretendsto
prove the Divine Miffion of Mabomet, or
that he was a Prophet of God; any far-
ther than by a Confutation of a particula
Author, who had written againft him.
- This Author feems to be Dr. Prideanx
in his Life of Mabomet ; at leaft it is cer-
tain, the Tranflator takes it to be that, fince
he has quoted his very Words in his Tran{-
lation It is true indeed, that the Arabian
reproaches the modern Chriftians of Exrope
with a fcandalous Negle¢t in their Prac-
tice of the Divine Precepts of the Gofpel :
But that is' a Truth too evident to fuffer
us to condemn him for aflerting what we
ourfelves cannot denys:

— Pudet hec opprobria nobis
 Et dici poffe, ¢ non potuiffe refells

I cannot make anend of this Preface with-
out paying my Thanks to that fairLady,who
has been pleas’d to fuinifh mé with thofe

» hafry@s
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Love-Letters and Verfes, which are con=
tain’d in the Garden of Adonis ; and 1 dare
believe that my Readers, as well as 1, will
wifh that they had been more numerous.
There is one thing I had almoft forgot,
and that is what fome may think a fort of a
Blunder in the firft Difcourfe, where Mil-
ton is introduc’d quoting the incomparable
E(Jay on Poetry, fince that Poem, in all pro-
bability, was not publif’d till after his
Death: But that is an Objeétion which will
vanifh, if the Reader remembers that he tells
us in the fame Place, That this Poem is al-.
ready depofited in the Archives of Parnaf-
fus, where he might have had Recourfe to
it. The fame Anfwer will hold good to
Milton’s Remarks upon the Defelts of our move
Modern Poets ; fince he at the fame time in-
forms us, That all their Works had been

lately examin’d before the Expulfion of the
Authors from Parnaffus. :

.
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Mountains of the M oo
Under the EQU ATOR:

PARNASSUS Reforni d.

BEI'N & TH'E

s v Lt B & @ DR O RN By
O F
Sir SAMUEL GARTH.

Quique pii vates, & Phelo digna locuri,

..

Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per artes,
Qz;zgr:e f ui menores alios fecere merendo.  Virg.

Toods ! Tkl BB
To Dr. Mk p.

Lmrﬁed Doétor,

treszre| O U may, perhaps, be furpriz’d at
an Addrefs of this nature, from a
Perfon wholly unknown to you ; but
confidering to whom I fhould direé&
the following Difcourfe, a learned
Member of your Faculty being the principal
Subjeét

Ewm::ur
#
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Subje& of it, I thought it was due to one fo-emi-
nent in all polite Literature, as Dr, Mead is ac-
knowledg’d to be by all that know him. I will «
not mention that excellent Difcourfe of yours, De
Imperio Sulis & Luna, tho’ it has made Difcoveries
that no Phyfician before has had the Happinefs
to find out; for tho’ that Treatife has prov’d
you a great Malfter in Nature, and an exqui-
fite Judge of the true Connexion of Caufes and
Effeéis ; yer it has not an immediate refpe& to
my prefent Underraking.

Befides your extraordinary Skill in Phyfick,
your Knowledge in Pamting, as is evident from
your curious Colleétion, is peculiarly remark-
able, and known te the Pertuofi beyond Sea as
well'as at Home; and this it is that has deter-
min’d me in this Addrefs; for Painting and
Poetry have always been allow’d Sifter Arts;
and whoever has arrivid at the grand Goutlt in
the former, can never have an ill Relifh of the
latter.

T make no manner of Doubt but that the
Merits of Sir Samuel Garth, both as to Phyfick
and Poetry, are very well known to you: Tho’
his Lofs to the Sick be not fo great while Dr.
Mead furvives ; yet to the Kingdom of Poetry
it is very confiderable. Here I fhould mention
more of the excellent Qualities of my dead’
Friend, particularly, his wonderful Humanity
and Care of the Unfortunate. . I dare believe,
that no unhappy Perfon ever apply’d to him,
but that he made ufe of the ntmofi of his In-
tereft to eafe their Pain and Anxiery : But I am
not here making a general Panegyrick upon him,
my only Bufinefs 1s with his Poetical Excellence,

} which
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which has recommended him to that Reception
in Parnaffus which 1 am going to defcribe.

Imagination, you know, Sir, has one of the
foremoft Places in the Kingdom of Poetry ;
and when it is large, and join’d with Judgment,
forms an excellent Poet. How defe&ive foever
my Judgment may be, the following Difcourfe
obliges me to enter the Kingdom of Fancy ;
and I hope not wholly without the Gudance of
Judgment and Arct.

In the early Times of Poetry, among the Re-
tainers of Parnaffus, there was a fort of a flying
Steed, call’d Pegafus, and none could afcend that
Poetical Mountain, but thofe that were catry’d
upon his Back ; he firft bore Linsus, the Son of
Apollo, Orphers, the Son of Calligpe, Mofcsss,
Mufwerns, Hefiod, and Homer, who had Force
and Addrefs enough to rein and guide him at
their Will. Nor was Pegafus unealy with his
Riders, to bear one Poet in an Age was no
great Labour to him ; nay, he fuffer’d quietly
their encreafe for many Years; nor did he re-
pine that he was fo often call’d on in Greece, not
only by the Men, as Pindar and Anacreon, Mim-
nermus, Ffchylns, Sophocles, Euripides, Agatho, Tho-
lyides , Theodectes, and many others; but by the
Ladies likewile, as Sappho, Erinna, Corinna, and
feveral others of that Sex. But when Poetry be-
gan to f{pread into lwia, Sicily, and even to
Egypt, mn the Reign of Prolomy Philadelphss, he
found the Journeys too long and tedious, and
too frequent for him to perform the whole
Bufinefs of Parnaffus himfelf ; and therefore pre-
vaild with the Mufes to intercede with Apefo,

B2 that
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that he might have fome Coadjutor. His Cafe
being fairly laid before the Delphic God ; and he
confidering by his Fore-knowledge of Thmﬂs,
that Poctry would “foon fpread beyond the
Bounds of Greece into Ialy itfelf, where would
arife Bards worthy of Parﬁajm, he gave Pe-
gafrs Power to beget a Race of Pegafiades ; but
yet, confining the Number to be employ’d, to
the Niue Mufes,* this young Race, without re-
gard to the Order of the God, went on beget-
ing the like, till Parnaffus {warm’d with the
Breed ; who, not being upon the Eftablithment,
were glad to obey the Call of every Peetafler,
and fly Hackney for ail that would employ
them ; but were like ail other Hackney Jades,
very {low of {peed, and perpetnally {tumbling
on the Road; nor could they ever bring their
Riders to the facred Hill of Parnaffus, but,
through devious and roundabout Paths, fet them
down in the Low-lands, ac fome Diftance from
it, while only thofle Pegafiades that belong’d to
- the Mufes and Apollo bote their chofen Burthens
up to each Summut.

But the Inundation of Barbarifm having over-
run all Greece, Apollo and the Mufes were fain to
remove their Seat, and chofe to fix it to thofe
happy Regions, where they were moft likely to
find no Bifturbance for the future.

The Earth, in the Opinion-of the beft Geo-
ﬁraphers rifes five and twenty Miles above the
reft of the terra queous Globe under the Aqua-
tor ; upon this Eminence are plac’d the MDLII]-'
tains of the Moon ; among which there is one
that rifes very high, and with a double Head. This
Apolls and the Mufes chofe for their facred Retreat,
and the Reception of all thofe illufirious’ Bards;

who
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who were truly infpir’d, and dic in the Favour of
Apollos the Diftance may feem great to us Mor-
tale, but the Influence of the God is not check’d
by any Diftance.

Hermotimms, as Lucian tells us, us'd frequently
to have his Soul leave his Bﬂdy for {ecveral
Hours ; and having taken its Range about the
World, return’d, and re-enter’d his Body. This

may be look’d on as a fabulous Narration; but
the modern Theophraftians, of the Schoo! of
Paracelfms, {feem’d to advance a Notion that
may render it more probable : They hold, that
the humane Creature confiits of a fort of a Trinity,
that is, of a Body, an Eveftrum, and a rational
Soul ; to the Body they attribute the Vegetation,
by which it grows or eucreafes; to the Eveftrum
they allot the animal Part; and to the Rational,
they affign all the Operations of Reafon; that
is the Seat of Wifdem, Learning, Virtee, and
all that is Great and Glorions in Man. Thus,
after Death; they divide em in this manner, to
the Earth they commit the Body ; the Eveftrum
they make fo fond of its old Habitation, thatit
perpetually hovers about the Grave, or wan-
ders up and down, and is the Ghoft that fur-
nifhes out our Apparitions; the rational Soul
leaveth the Body, as a Prifon to which it was
long confin’d, flies up to. Heaven, its proper
Seat, 1ts immortal Origin, without much Ten-
dernefs and Regard to its antient Companion,
the Body. To apply this Doétrine to Hermo-
tzmzs, we mult confider that it was his rational
Soul that took this frequeént Flight, leaving the
Eveftrum to perform all the Offices of the
animal Life in her Abfence. It this be not
enongh to convince the Incredulous in this Par-

B'3 ticular,
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ricular, T muft tell em, that in all the great
Works of Contemplation, the rational Soul
quits the Body, to mount up and view the
Wonders of the great Creator.. Thus it was
with St. Paul, when he was wrap’d up into the
third Heaven, he was not elevated fo. high in
Body, but in Spirit. Thus, likewife, it was
with all the holy Prophets, or Poets of Ifrael
and Fudab, they were lifted up in Spirit to fee
all thofe wonderful Vifions, which difcover’d
and denounc’d the Fare of Kingdoms. Thus,
lafily, but in a much more inferior degree, the
Bards are wranfported from their prefent State,
and made capacious of Truths, and the great
Images of Things, which are denyd to the
grovelling Verfifiers of all Times and Nations;
;c:rr the airy Journey of the great Poets to Pai-
naflms, and the Converfation with the Mufes and
Apollo, that is, with the Richnefs of Nature, is
perform’d by the Mind aloue. 3 '
I thought it neceflary to premife the foregoing
Confiderations, to render the Account I am go-
ing to give of my Voyage to Parnaffus the more
probable, that it may have the greater Force
with {uch into whofe Hands it may fall.
" Being retir'd out of Town, I went to fee
and enjoy the pleafing Abode of Clermont, a
Seat of the illuftrious Duke of Newcaftle, cele-
brated by the immortal Verfe, Verfe worthy of
its great Mafter, of my dead Friend Sir Samuel
Garth, whofe Poem I there read over, from
whence, together with the molt charming Pro-
fpe&t in Nature, I fell into the moft pleafing
Contemplation in the World, which rais’d my
Soul to Thoughts fo fublime, that I burit
out into a pathetick Invocation of Apole az;ld
AT - the
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the Mufes ; a gentle balmy Sleep, at laft, feiz’d
on my Body; but my Soul quitting that, and
its Ewveftrum, mounted one of the chofen Pegafi-
ades, {ent me by Apolle, at the Earneftnefls of my
Prayer. We pafs’d with incredible Swiftnefs in-
to the Air, and reach’d the new Painaffns, with
a Rapidity almolt equal to Thought; yer, in
my lofty Paflage, methought Ifaw feveral of my
verfifying Acquaintance, labouring on with their
Hackney Pegafiades to the fame Place ; at which,
however, they never arrivid, but were carry’d
afide, either to a fort of Pulcano, whence iflued
perpetual rumbling, caus’d by their Fuftian
Verfes; or elfe farther towards the Southward
Pole, where their Writings fimpathiz’d with the
Coldnefs of that Clime, and were {oon frozen
up in an infipid Oblivion. From the Pulcano 1
heard f{everal Verfes, with which T was not
unacquainted : I could hear Starizs bellowing
out,

Qua [uper impofito Moles geminata Coloffo ;

and many more of the {ame Stamp. There 1
heard poor Elkeanor, with his

Whofe broad built Bulks she boifterous Billows beay,

Thence likewife came all the Fuftian Rants of
our modern Stage.

Fall Darknefs then, and everlafting Night
Shadow the Globe,
Le the Silver Moon be blotted from her Orb,
B 4 Thro'
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Thro' all the inmoft Chambers of the Sky,

Let there be not one Glimple, or ﬂarry Spark,
But Gods meet Gods, and joftle in the Daik,
That Fars may vife, and W b dine B T 'd,
Ard [bake to Atoms all the [olid Werld,

By Heavens,
ﬂfé’rbzm’c: twwere an eafy Leap, to pluck bright
Honour from the pale facd Moeon ;

Or plunge into the Botror of the Deep,
Hhere fathom Plummet never veached yet,
Aud bring up drowned Honour by the Locks.

I diftinguifh’d a great deal more; efpecially the
Rants of Maximive, Almanzo, The Empsefs of
Morocco 5 and of feveral more modern Authors,

which Thave forgot. The Noife was {o loud and
{o contus’d, that I could not, indeed, eafily
commit them to my Memar}f . it is call’d 2
Vulcano, not like f/’éﬁr*rm and Atia, from the
Flames and Fires it vomits up, but from the
prodigious Smoke that alcends from it, in con-
tradiction to our old Euglih Proverb, There is no
Stroke without fome Fire ; for, upon the niceft In-
quity, I was affur’d that there was no fuch
thing in the vaft Concave of that Mountain, as
real Flrf:, but a fort of Vapour, or Iguts Fatums,
that mifled the hot-brain’d Writers of that
Place to think there was; and that all the
Smoke that came thence, was but their Breath,

continually fupply’d by their noify Repeti-
tions.

Not ftaying, therefore, for this bluﬁeriug
Entertainment, we pafs’d on and focn arriv’d at
the Foot of the facred Hill, where I quitted my

Steed and made my App toach to the firlt Gate.

Belore
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Before you could enter this, you muft pafs a .
narrow Draw-bridge, which goes over a fort of
a River, whofe Waters move fo {lowly, that
you can fcarce perceive any Motion they have,
and you would rather take -it for a ftanding
Mote than a Stream; before I came upon this
Draw-bridge ftood two Centinels, who were
call’d Pedod:dafcali, their Countenances were for-
mal and {upercilious ; the one had in his Hand,
for Arms, a Ferula, the other a Rod ; they pre-
{ently feiz’d me, and conduéted me through the
Gate to a Palace which ftood dire&ly in our
Way ; it was built of the Dorick Order, folid
yet beautiful, where being arriv’d, I was led in-
to a large Hall, where I found, upon a little
Eminence, much like a Desk, Orthographia; be-
fore whom being brought, I was examin’d in
my Capacity of Spelling, which tho’ I took with
a great deal of Indignation, I was yert forc’d to
{fubmit to, and pafs’d my Examination. Oitho-
graphia is comely in her Perfon, of a2 Matron-
like Afpe@, which, tho’ it has a fower crabbed
Calt, is yer altogether beautiful: She finding
my Unwillingnefs to {fubmit to her Orders, as
thinking myfelf above that little Tryal, told
me, that the Orders of Apolb, fince the Refor-
mation of Parnaffms, were {o fevere, that no one
could be permitted to pafs further without it,
feveral formerly, both Male and Female, efpe-
cially from Ewugland, having thrult themfelves
into the facred Abode, when they could fcarce
{peil their Names. With that the found I was
not one of them, and therefore gave me a Per-
mitffion to pafs furcher ; but that was but to the
other Side of a handfome Quadrangle, where 1
was again {ftop’d and had into a large Hall, at
the
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the upper End of which fat in his Desk Syuntaxis ;
and here I was examin’d in all the Parts of
Grammar, both as to Words and Conftruc-
tion ; there having been too many who have
pretended to Poetry, who yet made no Con-
{cience of Solecifms. Having come off here like-
wife with Succefs, I was permitted to go fur-
ther. Pafling therefore on, I came to another
Draw-bridge, which run over a purling Stream,
which play’d upon the Pebbles, and in its Paflage
made an agreeable murmuring Sound, that gave
me a peculiar Pleafure whillt I pafs’d it. I was
no fooner over, but I enter’d a fpacious Walk,
on each Side of which were pleafant Groves
and Thickets, while the wanton Zephyrs play’d
among the Trees, that feem’d to dance in
Meafures, which I think I may better defcribe
in fome Verfes of a Friend of mine, upon a like
Occafion.

Albove the feather’d free-born Natives throng, 2
And in their treble Notes, and artlefs Song,
Salute Sabrina as fhe glides alvug : S
Sabrina, aifwering in a deeper Tone,
Does ber Delight in grateful Muyrmurs own ;
The am’vors Zephyrs, with a youthful Breeze,
Play wanton vouid, and kifs the willing Trees ;

- The Trees with Foy the foft Careffes take,
And move in Meafures to the Sound they make :
And thus above, beneath, and all around,
Nothing but Nature's Harmony is found.

On each Side play’d pleafant Fountains, and
firong Cafcades with their murmuring Fall
amusd me as I went along; but that which

feem’d the oddeft, were a fort of Drums, which
| beat
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beat all the whole Varicty of long and fhort
Numbers, without the common Hoarfenefs and
loud roaring of that Machine. At the End
of this Walk was fituated a noble Palace, of the
Tomick Order ; which, when I enter’d with my-
Guides, I came into a magnificent Salloon,
where, in a lofty Roflrum, 1 found Profodia, the
Goddefs of Numbers, attended by TZropoligy,
the Mafter of poetick Dié&ion; and having
pafs’d a fevere Examination before them, my
two Guides, the Pedodidafcali, were difmifs’d,
and I committed to a new Conduétor, whofe
Name was InvenTron; led by him, I left
the Palace of Profodia, in order to go on to that
of the Mufes. On the Way, lnvention demand-
ed of me, to which of the Niwe immortal
Sifters I us’d to pay my Devotion. I reply’d,
Melpomene ; to her Palace therefore, {aid he, I
will conduét you ; and you fhall be fure of my
Favour in your Recommendation to her; but
you will be oblig’'d, before you arrive at her
Palace, to vifit thole of Phantafia, and that of
Crifis and Sunefis; but which of them you will
firlt vifit fhall be in your own Choice. By all
means, faid I, let me pay my firt Dury to
Crifis and Suncfis; for there I may obtain per-
fet Judgment, and a juit Tafte, by which I
may be able to govern and regulate the various
and wonderful Objeéts I muft certainly meet
with 1n the Palace of Phaniafia. Invention ap-
prov’d my Choice, and, as we journey’d on,
gave me feveral valuable Inftru&ions for my
Condu&t in Poetry. We came now to another
River, dver which we pafs’d on a lofty Bridge of
white Marble; and I obferv'd that the Stream
on the right hand above the Bridge was very

deep
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deep and flow in its Motion, as if it weigh’d
and confider’d every Objeé&t on its Banks, as it

afs'd along; but the Waters had no fooner

pafs’d the Bridge, than they grew very fhallow,
by gliding thro” a broader Channel, which tur-
ning and winding in a hundred Meand**rs and
with frequent Falls, and {fometimes great Cata.—
radts, haften’d forward to the Palace of Phantafia.

At the Foot of the Bridge there were three
Paihs, one went direétly forward to the Palace
of Melpomene ; that on the left Hand to that of
Phantafia; and the right Hand Path to the
Abode of Crifis and Sumefis, whither we con-
duéted our weary Steps: And being arrivd at
the Portal, we were receivid by Caution and
Diffidence, who were the Introduétors of all fuch
as were admitted into the Prefence of the Lord
of this Place. They were not prefently fatis-

fy’d of my Qualifications for fuch Admiffion,
but foort after brought me to my Audience. I
obferv’d that all T hmgs here were perfedtly re-
gular, every Thing uniform, and difpos’d with
the utmoft Judgment and Decorum. Here we
ftay’d fome time, till I was thoroughly inftruéted
in the Docirines of this great Being, without
which there can nothing be Great, Noble, or
Lafting attempted in Poetry.

We paft hence in a direét Line to the Palace
of Phantafia, and fo made the Way infinitely
fhorter to it, than thofe go who call’d not upon
Crifis for Direétion ; for they wander through
winding Paths and Lab}rmtbe befote they can
come to their Journey’s End. 1 found the Pa-
lace of Phamtafia, not built of Marble, -Por-
phyry, or any more rich and valuable Stones ;
they were all too folid for fc airy a Struure ; it

Wds
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was erected by Nature, of the Plants and Trees,
and Flowers that were the moft beautiful and
odoriferous in the World ; here was no Regula-
" rity or Order confulted, but a fort of agrecable
Wildnefs fpread through the Whole, which
prov’d fo bewitching to feveral who had been
there, that they could never afterwards forfake
it. Here were broken Rocks, and terrible Preci-
pices, roaring Seas, Chimera’s, Hydra’s, and
various and infinite other Monfters, composd of
different Forms and Natures; there were
flow’ry Plains, green Fields, myrtle Groves,
cool Grotto’s, purling Streams, Fountains, aad
all the pleafing Sweets of the moft delicious
Country. 'Here were the green Wood-lands,
whofe Lawns were trod by the Dryades, Hama-
dryades, Fauns, Satyrs, and other Silvan Gods,
{fo famous among the Antients ; while in the ad-
jacent Fields the Fuiries danc’d their Rounds;
Elves, Hobgoblins, and the thivering Ghofts, made
up the difmal Company. Another Way no-
thing but frightful Objets meet your Eyes,
Murders, Slaughters, Conflagrations, Ship-
wrecks, and all the terrible Cataftrophes to
which Mankind is fubjec¢t; in fhort, the Images
of all Things that ever were in Nature, or ever
produc’d by the fruitful Imagination of Man,
are in this Palace; the Images, I fay, for I
would not be mifunderftood, as if I meant the
Things themfelves were there, but their Images
wonderfully expreft in their proper Shapes and
Colours, but with {uch Confufion and Diforder,
that unlefs the Spe&tator be direéted by Judg-
ment, he will have {mall Benefit from the View
of the Sight; and yet there never was, nor
never will be a true poetical Genius, without

being
!
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being admitted into this Palace, and rBceiv’d in
to the particular Favour of this Goddefs.
Having thoroughly confider’d all thefe Ob-
jeéts that we had feen, and furnifh’d ourfelves
with what we thought proper for our Ufe, we
departed and went dire&ly towards the Palace of
ﬁfe{bﬁmme I will not prove fo tedious as to be
very exact in my Defeription of this illuftrious
Pile; I fhall only take notice that it was of the
Corinthian Order (as were indeed the Palaces of
all the reft of the Mufes) and built of the fineft
Porphyry, with all Things that were neceflary to
form a perfe&t Magnificence and Majefty; a
royal Road led up to it, flatted on each Side
with lofty Cedars, which brought us to a
rich Gate of Mafly Gold, and that opening
wide let us into the firft Court, whence by noble
Steps we mounted to a fecond, and in the fame
manner to a third, in which the Palace ftood;
entring which, my Paffpart was demanded, and
I led mnto the Aparrment of the Paffions, in or-
der to ftay there till I was fent for ; but having
my Cﬂmpanmn diwvention with me, 1 was not
difpleas’d with this Delay of my Audience,
f'nce I was fatisfy’d I might render myfelf more
agreeable to Melpomenz, by thofe inftru&ive
Le&ures I might receive from a Converfation
with the Paffions. Accordingly I heard them all,
and treafur’d up all they faid in my Memury,
but thofe that 1 heard with moft Attention, and
moft frequently, were Tervor and Pity, the mofk
predominant and fovereign in Zragedy. Here ¥
learnt their fecret Springs and Mmi-:rn, as well
as the Reafon why thefe two are made the prin-
cipal End of that Part of the Drama; and

found it to be, becaufe they are the molt ge:%
hera
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neral of all the Paffions, and {pread, in a greas
ter ot lefs Degree, thro’ all Mankind.

Here I found the grave Ethick, Sovereign Di-
reétorefs of the Paffions, profoundly skill’d in the
Virtues, Vices, and Habits of humane Mind,
the feveral Divifions and Compofitions in Man ;
all which I learn’d from her, as well as the Dif-
tin&ion of all the Qpalities of the Perfons in
the feveral Stations of the World, as what was
agrecable to the Chara&er of Princes, Generals,
Judges, and other Magiftrates, as well as the
Manners proper to every diftinct Nation.

Having ftay’d my allotted time in the Apart-
ment of the Paffons, 1 was brought up into a
magnificent State Room, which was painted
all round with the Architypes of all the valu-
able Tragedies that were ever written in Greece,
ot any other Nation. Here was the unhappy
Theban King, who flew his own Father and
marry d his Mother ; next it was Antigone, the
wretched Daughter of the wretched OEdipns,
whofe obftinate Piety to her dead Brother Poly-
wices brought on her own Death, and by that
the Ruin of Creon, who had condemn’d her to
be bury’d alive : Here were likewife Eleftra, the
Ajax, and many more of the immortal Sophocles ;
there was the pious 4/eftis dying for her beloved
Husband ; the furious Medea cutting her own
Children to pieces, to be reveng’d on her falfe
Husband who had forfaken her; with all the
relt of thofe Plays that were written by Ewuwi-
pides ; it would be endlefs to repeat them, and
the reflt that Autiguity {faw in Athens, and other
Parts of Gieece. Some there were likewife of
Corneille and Raciwe, and the Orphan of Otway,
with fome few other Euglih Tragedies. Fixing

my
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my Eyes upon the modern Pieces to look for
Tamerlane, the Step-Mother, Ulyfles, and the reft
of that Author’s Performances; becaufe a great
Man has, in print, declar’d, that he was the
greateft Tragick Genius that he knew ; I was
furpriz’d to find not the leaft Sketch of all this
Author has written ; but my Guide inform’d
me, that, upon a late Reformation in Parnaffus,
all his Works were entirely rejeGed, as having
not fo much as one Quality of a Tragick Ge-
nius, |
When I had taken a View of all thofe Pain-
tings, I heard, by the Sound of Trumpets,
and other Mufical Inftruments, that Melpomene
was going to enter. She came in with wonder-
ful Majeity ; but I fhall leave the Defcription of
her to the following Verfes, taken out of the
forequoted Poem.

A Form Divine, that with a charming Grace
Difclofes tervible Beauties in ber Fuce ;

Her Locks adown ber awful Temples fall,

While ber left Hand fupports the regal Ball;

Her right'the voyal Seepter waves around,

And ber long Robe trails far upon the Ground;
Her Feet the flately Lydian Buskins prefs : %

Behold advance, in a majeftick Pace, %

Thefe Looks, thefe Enfigus, and Imperial Drefs
The Tragick Mufe to my pleas’d Eyes confefs.

Attended by Crific and Sunefis, Sophocles and Eu-
vipides, Milton and Orway; the two laft were
added to her Train on the Account of my be-
ing an Ewnglifhman ; the went direétly to the Im-
perial Throne, ereéted at the upper End of the
Room ; where having taken her Seat, with Crifis

on
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on the one Hand, and Surefis on the other, and
the Poets at her Feet, I was call’d to my Au-
dience. Modefty forbids me to mention thofe
favour.ble Expreflions fhe utter’d to me; all I
dare tell, is, that I found inexpreflible Raptures
at the Indulgence fhe fhow'd me, and the
wonderful Truchs which fhe pronounc’d. She
told me all the Duties of a Tragick Poet; and
bid me never be mifled by that Boyifh Vanity of
mere Words, the Girammarians Glory of Expref-
fion, {o far as to think the Excellence of Tragedy
confifts in that : No, that is but a mere Drefs, an
Ornament only, that indeed fets oft the greater
Beauties to a vulgar Ear; but as it 1s no Part of
Poetry, it can never {ftand in competition with
its Effentials. Think firlt of your Fable, weigh it
well, confider it thoroughly, fee that all its
Parts have a jult Dependance vpon each orher;
take care to chufe fuch Incidents to compofe
your Fable, asneceflarily produce Fear and Pity;
aim at Perfetion, and be not contented with
Indifference, or what is barely permicted; let
theretore your Incidents produce one another,
and all of them contribute to make the Difco-
very and Change of Fortune, in which the
chief Beauty of Tragedy confifts; for tho’ the
greateft of my Sons have perform’d very well in
the fimple kind, yer the Implex has always given
them their greateft Fame ; ’tis true, it is the
more difficult Task ; but what is there great in
Nature that is obtain’d without Labour ?

But tho’ the Fable be the principal Part, and
that which chiefly proves the Writer to be a
Poet ; yet fince the Fuble itfelf, which is the
Imitation of an Aéion, cannot be reprefented
without A&ors, the next eflential Care of the

C Poert,
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Poet, is to confider the Mauners, for there is no
A&or, that i1s, Man, without the Mauuers; for
thofe diftinguith Man from Man, and are
form’d by certain Compofitions of the Paf-
fions, Virtues, Vices and Habits of the Mind :
Thefe muft be perfeétly well mark’d, that is,
plain and vifible in every particular Charaéer,
and neceflarily producing all the A&ions of
fuch Chara&er; they muft likewife be equal,
that is, they muft be the fame from the Begin-
ning to the End. "Tis true, there are Characters
in Nature which are zwequal in their Manners ; -
but, firlt, they are not general enough to be
made choice of; and next, the Shortnefs of
the Tragick A&ion is feldom capable of thow-
ing that Eguality, which muft be {een even in
that Unequaliefs, to render it fit to be admicted
into the Drama at all.  You find I have not taken
notice of the Likeiefs, becaufe that extends to
none but Hiltorical and known Charaéters; and
Time has not produc’d four good Tragedies
founded upon Hiftory. However, fince there
i1s nothing impofiible to a great Genius, and
you may, perhaps, meet with fome Charaer
in Hiftory, which you may think fit to intro-
duce into your Tragedy, remember that you
give fuch Chara&er no Quality, which the Hif~'
torian has not allow’d him; at lecaft, no Qua-
lity that 1s contradictory to thofe which he has
in Hillory ; but here lies the Difficulty in chu-
fing Hiltorical Chara&ters, that they are all par-
ticylar; whereas it is a neceflary Condition,
that fuch as are admitted into Tragedy be gene-
val, fince from a Particular no general Infiruc-
tion can be drawn. '

Oiune
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One Caution Tl give you, let your Drama#
tick Characers be {0 artfully chofen, that they
be not endow’d with the fame Qualities and In-
¢linations; the farther they are from one-another,
the miore diftin& they will be, and the more
vifible that Diftin&ion will appear to the Au-
dience. .

I nced not infilt on the Sentiments, fince they
are the Effe& of the Manuers, and make theni
known to the Hearer ; you mult not therefore
wander after ungovern'd Fancy,; but muft
thoroughly weigh and confider what fuch Qua-
lities, Paflions, Virtues, Vices and Habits, and
their Compofition and Mixture in that Place,
would make any one think on fuch an Occafion ;
and that only you muft ckprefs in your Diétion,
the Beauties of twhich are .very different ; for
every Paffion has its peculiar Language, which ex-
cludes that Uniformity of Stile, which has beer
too much purfu’d in your Country as an Excel-
lence and Perfe&ion; nay, tliey have been fo
very wild m their Notions, as to think thasr the
only and fovereign Perfe&ion of Trapedy itfelf.
But you, my Son, mind not the Cenfure and
Opinion of the Vulgar, labour not for their
Praife and Applaufe, nor beexalted with their
Smiles, or dejeéted with their Frowns ; but fol-
low the Precepts of Art and Nature, and ftudy
the Language of every particular Paffion, which
will be fure to meet with the Approbation of
the Judicious, which only you ought to aim
at. ;

1 have heard your Invocations with fome Sa-
tisfaction, and, as a Mark of my Favour, I
allot you thefe two immortal Poets as your

Guides and Dircéors, to thow you the Secrets,
A and



[ 20 ]

and open to you the immortal Pleafures of this
{acred Retreat, which the God of Harmony has
provided for thofe he favours: Upon which the
dire¢ted Milton and Otway to attend me during
my Stay, and give me what further Inftruéions
might be yet neceflary for me to receive.

As foon as the had done {peaking, an immor-
tal Symphony enfued, and vocal and inftrumen-
tal Mufick join’d to make the Harmony the moit
tran{porting that ever I heard. Milton, Orway,
and myfelf, with fome Regret, left the Prefence
of Melpomene, to purfue my Journey to the reft
of Parnaffus, and to enjoy the Converfation of
thofe two great Poets, who led me to the Pa-
laces of all the reft of the Mufes, which {ur-
rounded all the lower Parts of that immortal
Hill, a Defcription of which would be too te-
dious for this Place; 1 fhall therefore referve
that to another Opportunity. But I found
when we came out from them, that we had,
by infenfible Degrees, mounted above the
general Level of the reft of the World, and
had a moft engaging Profpeét over it, which
cannot be exprefsd by Words; on every Side
we faw Groves and purling Streams, that
tumbled down the Hill with a moft mufical
Cadence. Before we gain’d the Summit of the
Mountain, we cnter’d a moft delicious Grotto,
where we were no fooner fet down to refrefh
ourfelves, but we faw a Troop of Animals,
which very much refembled Monkeys, clearing
the Way, pafs on with their Governor at their
Head ; but they could not go by us without
{hewing fome ot their antick Tricks, endeavou-
ring to imitate us, tho’ aukwardly, in their Ac-
tions. When they were gone, I difcover, faid

Milton,
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Milton, in your Eyes a Curiofity to know what
thofe Creatures are that are juflt gone by us:
They are, continu’d he, the Imitators, who fet
up for Poets, by imitating the Stile of this or
that celebrated Author; and he that leads them
was Famianws Strada, the Jefuit, that was fo
well acquainted with antient Poets, that he
gave the World an Imitation of every one of
them of any Note. Their Bufinefs here is
enerally to cleanfe the River that runs under
the Palace of Profodia, and which you pafs’d
over to come to this Place, to keep it clear of
Mud, or any Oblitruétions-that may hinder the
dancing Murmurs of that Water ; but they have
now been employ’d to {weep and cleanfe all the
Paths that lead up the Mountain of Parunaffus
to the very Temple of Fame or Glory, where,
in a2 few Hours, will be receiv’d the immortal
Garth, to whofe Inauguration there, all the
Mufes, and every blefled Being of this Place,
will {uddenly afcend. I am much furpriz’d,
faid I, to find Strada in no better a Polt here,
who with us has been exalted to the very top
of Criticifm. Whatever he has been with you,
cry'd Milton, you find, that in the Opinion of
Apollo* and the Mufes his Merit is not {o con-
fiderable. He had no fooner done {peaking but
I {aw another Troop pafs upwards, loaded with
Garments, with heavy Alpeéts and plodding
Steps, many of whofe Faces I thought I well
remembered to have fecen among the topping
Wits of our Time and Nation:; Thele, faid
Otway, were your little Criticks on Words, nice
in Expreffions, and perpetual Declaimers on the
fire Language and fine Things they found in the
feveral Pocts, but never could arrive at the

C 3 Taue
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Tafte of their greater Excellencies ; they are
here the Taylors, who are only taken up with
making the Garments of the Poets ; nor can they
arrive at making a whole Garment, but com-
pofe only every one a feveral Part of it, which
arc put together by a ftronger Genijus. Thefe
are Difcoveries, {aid I, which would fcarce find
Credit, fhould I report them in Britaiz. Never
fear, faid Afilton, the Cenfure of the half-witted
and ignorant Pretenders of the Age, you are
chofen to greater Things than to build on the
frail Reputation of the Applanfe of Fools; to
pleafc one Man of Judgment, is of more Confe-
quence than to gain the Lhundrinﬁ Claps of a
thoufand injudicious Audiences.

Tho’ you have had admirable Inftruétions
from the Divine Melpomene, yet Ithall prefume,
by her Permiflion, to throw in fome Advice,
which, tho’ of lefs Importance than what fhe
has {: Id may yet be ot Ufe towards your gain-
ing that Pc.rfc&mn which ought to be the Aim
._:)f cvery wife Poet. Firft then, as to Mouo-
logues or Soliloguies, you ought to ufe them with
the utmoft Caution ; that is, they muft be ex-
tremely fhort, and fpoken in Paffion, as has
been obferv’d by that Noble Critick that writ
the Effay upor Poetry, which is already laid up in
the Archives of P;zmr;ﬂﬁ The Moderns are
much deceived when they take many Things in
the ancient Greek Poets for thefe Mouolegues 5 tho’
they are indeed {poken to the Chorus, who are
always prefent on the Stage. Another Inftruc-
tion I fhall mention, is in regard of Defcriptions.
‘The Moderns have little confidered their Ne-
ceffity ; that is, they have not taken care to
make ’em of fome Ule to the Defign ; but right

or
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or wrong, with a boyifh Wantonnefs, give us
fuch as are merely idle, and not at all neceffary.
The Lucus & Ara Diane complain’d of, and con-
demn’d by Horace, tickle their Imagination in
fuch a manner, that makes them quite negligent
of the Admonitions of Judgment. There have
been Poets in Eigland, Poers did, I {ay? I mean
Play-wrights, for they deferve not the Name of
Tragick Poets, who have fix’d their Reputation
and Succefs on this alone; when Faney and
Chance have furnifh’d them with an Occafion to
defcribe a Fountain, a rapid Stream, a {tormy
Sea, they have laid out all their Genius upon it,
and {pread it about among their Friends to bribe
their Underftanding, and fecure their Applaufe
to the reft of the Performance, tho’ in it there
be neither Fable, Mauners, Sentiments,or even {ome-
times Connexion. How different was the Method
of the Ancients in this Particular ? For as their
Defcriprions were infinitely more {trong, lively
and eloquent, {o were they never introduc’d, but
to {upply thofe Things which were eflential to
the Plot, and more beautiful than the Reprefen-
tation of them on the Stage would be ; for there
are often Incidents in Tragedy, which, tho’ ne-
ceflary to the Defign, yet the Eye would
judge to be fhocking to Credibility. Thus that
admirable Defcription of the invenom’d Robe in
the Medea of Euripides is wonderfully moving;
tho’ it could never have been reprefented on the
Stage. There is nothing more hard to reprefent
than Death, and thofe cruel Objeéts with
which our Stage too much abounds, and which
have given Occafion to Foreign Criticks to re-
proach us with Barbarity, that we, as Hlauders,
take Delight in Spetacles of Blood and Staugh-
3 G4\ ter;
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ter; whereas thofe were Innovations brought
in by an ignorant Age, and continued fince by
Want of Judgment and Refolution in the fuc-
ceeding Writers. There is another thing which
robs the Englih as well as the French Stage of
many Beauties more agreeable to its Majefty and
Defign, and that is Love ; I mean the tedious
whining Scenes, where the Lover makes his Ad-
drefles to his Miftrefs. There never was, and I
believe never can be any Scene of that Nature
that can pleafe a true Judge : Firlt, they want
Action, the very Soul of the Drama ; next they
want Majefty, which is effential to Tragedy ;
again they are not entertaining, for they touch
no Paffion; they are indeed {ometimes fome-
thing enliven’d by a foolith Jealoufy about Tri-
fles, but even then they feem to me as {fo many
detach’d Scenes which {ufpend the Aéion, and
would therefore be much better left out. There
is yet another Inconvenience of a confiderable
Confequence, and that is, that they generally
fhock that Modefty, which is the Characteriftick
of the fair Sex; for it brings a Neceflity upon
the Woman of confefling and avowing fuch a
Violence of Paffion for her Lover, even be-
fore Marriage, as aoes not feem fitting for a
Virgin to do.

I would not have you miftake me, I am not
for excluding Love entirely from the Stage ; the
Ancients themfelves did not do that, witnefs
the Helena and Aleftis of Euripides; but then
that Love was always betwixt Man and Wife,
that Condition allowing the Woman the utmotft
Excefs of that Paffion, which heightens the Cha-
raéter of her Modefty and Virtue. Who can read
or fec the tender Love of Aleftis, makinghhTr

chule
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chufe to die with all the Bloom of Youth about her,
only to fave her Husband’s Life, without Compaf-
{ion? I will not infift upon the Ancients for farther
Proof of this Particular, I refer yon to the Venice
Preferv’d ot that worthy Author, who fits by us;
fhow me one of thofe Scewzes of making Love, either
in French or Englifh, that moves like all that paflcs
between Faffier and Belvidera, Man and Wife.
And all the Pathetick of AMonimia’s Character is
after the Dilcovery of her Marriage to Cafla-
fio. If therefore the Fear of making a Breach
in that Modefty, which ought to be efteem’d ef-
{ential in a Woman’s Chara&er, makes me de-
clare againft the Scenes of Love which I have
mention’d, much more muft I dofo againft thofe
Charaéers of that Sex, which are exprefly un-
chafte. A Whore is far unfit for the Tragick
Scene, and therefore Cleopatra was very injudici-
oufly chofen by a great Poet of our Nation, and
which he made {till more fthocking, by introdu-
cing Oftavia (as he himfelf confefles) a Wife
Eerfe&iy virtuous, and {uffering by the unlawful

ove betwixt her Husband Authony and Cleopatra.
I would not mention the Fair Penitent, fane Shove,
and fome others, which are exprefly excluded
the Tragick Scene by Apolo and the Mufes, did
not you yet live where they are receiv'd with an
unjuft Applaufe.

I know it has been obje&ed, That the Ancients
were not innocent in this Particular, and that
they give Phadra as an Inftance of it. But alas!
this is either out of Ignorance of the Ancients,
or by miftaking Seweca for one of them ; the
Phazdra, indeed, of that Poet, is fcandaloufly im-
pudent ; but no good Judge ever had much ef
seem for Serecq’s Tragedies, which are a fhame-

ful
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ful Perverfion of the beautiful Fables of the Gieeks,
tho’ taken from them; look into the Phzdra of
Euripides, and you find indeed an unfortunate
Lady, but in nothing fcandalous; fhe labours
under a guilty Paflion inflicted on her by the
Angerof a Deity ; but how does fhe ftruggle with
it 2 With what Pain and Anxrety 2 With what
Refolution, I might {ay, does the combat with
it 2 And tho’ unable to efcape a Punifhment laid
on her by the Gods, yet docs fhe never yield fo
far to it,- asto be guilty of the leaft Immodefty ;
{o far is fhe from being a voluntary Proftitute,
like Ewadure in the Maid’s Tragedy, and the reft
that I have named.

As this Caution is neceffary for the Female
Charaéters, {o there is another as neceflary for
the Male. There are two Extremes which you
muft carefuily avoid ; the firft, never to introduce
a perfect Virtue.,

A faultle[s Monfter, whom the FVorld né’er faw.

He muft be guilty of Faults, but thofe the Ef-
fe& of the Violence of fome Paffion, under
which he labours for want of refifting, till he be-
comes criminal : But then on the other fide, he
muft not be guilty of any Faults that are in their
Nature fcandaleus, no habitual Wickednefs, like
the Jago’s of our Stage, moft profligate Villains,
and fit only for the Punifhment of the Hangman,
not the Poet. The former Chara&er of Sove=
reign Virtue has nothing in it Tragical; for it
neither moves Fear nor Compaffion ; all that fee
{uffering Virtue, feel Indignation, not Pity; it
makes them quarrel with Providence, but pro-
duces not one Effeét worthy of Tragedy. =
n
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On the other fide, the fecond Charaéter is ful=
ly as lictle Tragical : We rejoice to fee a wick-
ed Man fufter, nor doth it touch any one with
Fear; for what moves Fear, proceeds from the
Sufterings of {uch that are like ourfelves, but not
of {uch as are guilty of thofe fcandalous Crimes,
{uch deliberate Wickednefs, fuch confirm’d Vil-
lanies, into which we aflure ourfelves we can ne-
ver fall, and by Confequence that we have no
manner of Reafon toapprehend that we are lia-
ble to any fuch Punithment as he meets with, A
Tragedy compos’d by the Precepts you have re-
ceivid from.the Divine Melpomere, and me, will
be truly worthy of Immortality; they were
Tragedies like that which the great Stagyrite pro-
nounc’d to be more moral than Philofophy ; and
they were fuch Tragedies which were of old
call’d the Poems of Kings; whereas thofe that have
been too long in Vogue, are lefs moral than Pe-
tronius Arbiter, and are only fit to be call’d the
Poems of  Footmen.

Thereis one Thing that moft modern Poets
have mifcarried in, and that is in the opening of
their Plays, which they either clog with tedious
Narrations, or ¢lfe by broken Scenes, fo little
to the Purpofe of the Aéion, that they might
be left outr without any Detriment to the Plot.
I would recommend to you the Confideration of
the opening of PVenice Preferv’d, where the
State and Conditjon of the future Aétion and
Dramatick Perfons is not left to a lame Account
of indifterent Perfons, merely and plainly to bring
the Audience acquainted with 1r, but is moft
artfully difcover'd in a paffionate Scene betwixt
Priuji and Faffier, for all the Misfortunes of the
latter, and his Wife Belvidera, proceed from that

' | barbarous
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barbarous Cruelty of the oid Priuli in that very
Scene.

There is one thing more I fhall add, and
that is, as to the Place of your Sweze. Never
chufe a Siege, all things are there full of Noife
and Horry, Drums, Trumpets and Criesof the
Diftrefs’d ; whereas the Scene of Zragedy thould
have no Noife, but what proceeds from the E-
motion of the Paflions; befides, the putting your
Scene in a Siege, is a great Hindrance to that
Unity of Place, which is certainly abfolutely
neceflary in this Poem. Here Milton made an
End, and having return’d him my Thanks for his
friendly Inftru&ions, I promis’d to ufe my Endea-
vours to put them perfectly in Praétice.

Paffing from this Difcourfe, 1 was very parti-
cularly curious to enquire into all the Tran{ac-
tions of Parnaffus, and having heard Mention of
a late Reformation in that Place, I exprefs’d a
Defire to be inform’d aboutit. That, {aid Orway,
fhall be my Task, and only for your Satisfaéion ;
for whatever you may think fit to publifh, rela-
ting to our Abode, I am afraid you will ima-
gine the Account of this Tranfaéion too fhock-
ing to the general Opinion of your World, to
let it go farther. You muft know therefore, that
it was but very lately we had a very fevere Vi~
fitation from Apol, for want of which many
Corruptions had taken place: Parnaflus lay o~
pen, and not guarded, as now, by thofe {everal
Pafles and Avenues, through which you were
admitted at your coming hither; and every little
Hackney Pegafiades fet down his ufele(s Barthen
npon our Hill, {o that there was not a trifling
Scribbler that had met with any Succefs in Laly,
France, Spain, England, or any where elfe, but

claim’d
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claim’d his Share in Paruaffus; whence, inftead
of that Peace and Unity which Truth and Know-
ledge bring forth, there were nothing but per-
petual Jars and Difcord caufed by the daily and
impudent Ufurpations of Error and Ignorance,
till the true Poets were afraid that they fhould
be driven from this laft Retreat of Merit by
worthlefs Pretenders; and therefore they appiy’d
to Apollo for a Vifitation, andbeg’d him to vin-
dicate their Rights and his own Honour: Ac-
cordingly it was publithed throughout all Par-
naffns, that every one fhould appear before him,
and produce their Claim to their Habitation in
this Place. A Day was appointed for the Poets,
and Pretenders to Poetry, of every Nation,
where they had full Hearing and Examination of
their Works, and were accordingly either con-
firm’d in their Pofleffion of this Place, or driven
out with Infamy. I will not here detain yon
with the Fate of Particulars of other Nations,
nor {fay much of that of our own, fince when
you come up to the Temple of Fame, you will
find in that Aflembly in what Order Apolo and
and the Mufes have rang’d us: But this I muft
tell you, that many of thofe who had got in by
their own Affurarce, or theinjudicious Applanfe
of fome leading Wits, were pronounc’d to be no
Poets at all, and banifh’d for ever from the
Confines of Parnaflms. You may fee feveral
haughty Pretenders marching away with dole-
ful Faces, and bearing off the heavy Volumes
of their Works, the BulK of which was no Ad-
vantage to any onc here : Beaumont and Fletcher
being only fav’d by two of their Comedies, nor
by thofe could be rais’d above the loweft Rank
of them that were permitted to ftay ; and if ic

had
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had not been for S&czkefvem s Tempeft, he would
{carce have been allow’d a Place among thé
Dramatick Poets. ’Tis true, his admirable
Draughts of the Mauners would have fecur’d him
a Refidence 1n this Place, yet only as a Dialo-
gift ; others were receiv’d only for one Poem,
as Deiham for his Cooper’s-Hill. 1 muft obferve
one thing for the Honour of our Country, that
Ben. Fobirfon bore the Prize of Comedy from the
Ancients and Moderns of all Nations; Shadwell
and Wicherly, Merander and Tereuce, Moliere and
fome few others, were likewife receiv’d with the
higheft Approbation, though all allotted but a
fecond Place to the immortal Ber. 1 fhall fay
nothing of our Eunglifh Tragick Poets,left I {hould
feem too much exalted by the good Fortune I
have had in pleafing our Sovereign Apo/o ; 1 fhall
however tell you, tho’ before his Face, for
Truth here may be told without the Sufpicion
of Flattery, Milron has carry’d the Ht}nour of
the Englifh Name to its greatelt height, fetting
in all publick Aflemblies on a Scat with Homer
and Virgil. Martial, finding Catulius referv’d,
ftrove hard, and made many Puns, and many
fine Points, asthey call them, in hopes to prevail
with Apollo and the Mufes, to {ufter him to re-
main as his Compani n ; but nothing could fave
him, he was obliged to go out of Parnaffus with
Petvarch, moft of the Provencial Poets, and many
of the Lalians, to inhabit a pleafing Valley at
fome Diltance from this Mountain, where all
the Plants and Trees age either Shrubs, or of a
dwarfith Growth, and which is call’d the Vals
Zey of Epigram, where tho’ they want all the fub-
lime Joy that we poflefs, they are not without

fuch’ as arc agreeable to their Capacity and
Talte.
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Tafte. Painaflus being thus cleans’d and purg’d
of all its Drofs, Care was taken to prevent the
like Inconveniencies for the future ; and there-
fore Apollo caus’d the Foot of the Hill to be fur-
rounded by thofe Rivers which you pafs’d, and
no body to be permitted to enter without thofe
Examinations you went through at your En-
trance ; not that every one 1s brought to the Pa-
lace of Melpomene, as you were, only the Tragick
Wiiters come there; the Heroick, to that of
Clio : the Comick, to Thalia; the Lyrick, to
Calliope ; and foon: And when they have there ob-
tained the Approbation of the feveral Mufes who
prefide over their Manner of Writing, they are
permitted to come with Freedom all over this
happy Abode. You may wonder perhaps to
find the Palaces of the Mufes at the Bottom, and
not on the Top of the Hill ; but you muft know
that thofe Palaces are not the Dwelling-places of
the Mufes, thofe are upon the height of Parnaf-
Jus, and furrounding the Temple of Fame, as
you will find when you afcend thither, as we
immediately muft ; for I hear the Trumpets that
fummon us to attend the Reception of the im-
mortal Garth, who isthis Day there made free of
Parnaffus, and publickly declared to be a lawful
Inhabitant of it. All I fhall therefore add, is,
That thofe Palaces at the Foot of the Hill are
the Courts of Judicature of the Mufes, where
they examine, approve or reje& all {fuch as are
Candidates for their Favour.

Here Orway made an End, and we all three
rofe up and went on till we gain'd the Summit
of the Hill; that is, to a {pacious Plain that
join'd the two Heads of Parnaffus together. 1
thall not here detain you with a Defcription of

: the
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the feveral Dwellings of the Mufes, nor of
the wonderful Struéture of the Temple of
Fame, or Glory, much different from what
has been given us by thofe who have pre-
tended to defcribe it, whofe Defcriptions agree
only with the Abode of Rumour: I fhall only
fay, that as the Builders were Divine, {o the
Materials are Heavenly : It isin the Form of a2
valt Ampbhitheatve, in the middle of whofe Cir-
cumference is a Space fill'd up with ineffable
Light, and may be call’d the Sanitum Sanétorum
of the Temple, whence all the Oracles of Apollo
are deliver’d, and all his Commands received :
At this time the Immortal and Pious Bards were
difpos’d of each fide of it ; here were Homer,
Virgil, Spencer, Milton, and many more of all
civiliz’d Nations ; there were Taffo, Ariofto, Dry-
den, at leait his Place was there, tho’ he was de-
puted to attend on Garth ; in his Entrance there
were likewife Denbham, Cowley, and many more,
too long here to mention. _

It is impoflible to exprefs the wonderful Har-
mony of both Vocal and Inftrumental Mufick ;
among the latter were not only all the Inftru-
ments in Ufe amongft the Ancients and Moderns,
but many more unknown to Mankind ; fome of
which may perhaps be hereafter invented : Here,
in the midft of all thefe Triumphant Songs,
Garth was introduc’d, conduéted by Driydern and
the famous Dr. Harvey, one, as he was a Poet ;
the other, asa Phyfician. Before him was carried
the Difpenfary by Crifis and Phantafia ; but I was
furpriz’d to find, that the Book that was carry’d
before him was in Quarto; which made me fup-
pofe it was the firft Edition. He was followed

by Piofodia and Tropology, and various others, too
numerous
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numerous for me to particularize. He was thus
led up to the Oracle of Apolo, and there
crownd with a Wreath of Bays, and another
of Laurel, and having receiv’d the Benediétion
of that God, he was conduéted to his, Place
next to Dewham ; and had confer’d upon him an
Office agreeable to his Temper; which was to
be Advocate of all his Countrymen, who thould

{fet up for Candidates of Poetical Fame.
I have not here time to give the Reafons why
Phyficians were admitted into Parnaflns; for
there 1 faw not only Harvey, but Hippocrates,
Galen, Celfus, Sydenham, Willis, Radcliff, and
fome more : I {aw likewife the Works of fome
of my Contemporaries, who were hereafter to
be admitted into this Paradife, which yet T am -
forbid to mention. One thing I was furpriz’d
at, which was, that I could not find Lucretius 3
‘but I underftood the Reafon of it was, that he
was an Atheift, and therefore excluded. I have
been fo long that I dare not enlarge my Dif~
courfe, to give an Account of the various and
tran{pofting Pleafures of this Place, and which
Words are, indeed, too poor and barren to ex-
prefs, What I have to {fay upon that, and upon
thofe Difcoveries I made in the Temple of
Fuame, particulatly relating to the few Patrons
of Poetry, and the politer Arts, with the Ho-~
nour and Glory they enjoy, I defer to another
Opportunity ; when 1 fhall likewife give an Ac-
count of the reflt of the Mufes, and the admi-~
rable Precepts they gave to bring to Perfeétion
in each their chofen Adorers. The Favours
and Inftructions I had receivid, gave me the
Privilege of being carr£ d back by Pegafus him-
felt,
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felf, who bore me from Mount Parnaffus to
Clavemont almoft as {wift as Thought; where,
re-entring my Body, I got up and blefs’d the
Place, the happy Manfion that had afforded me
{o glorious and ufeful a Vifion ; and from thence
made what hafte I could to commit it to wri-
ting, in the manner I fend it to you. I{hall on-
ly here add, that I am, Sir,

Tour moft bumble,
and moft obedient Servant,

CarrLo AMONTESOCI1O.
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Lo TR R Celk
On Players. |

Totus Mundus Agit Hiftrionem.

Lifé's a poor Player, |
That frets and fbruts bis Hour on the Stage,
And then is beard no more.

To Mr. W-----s, with a Manufcript Play.

Sir

WITH this I have fent you, by a par-
ticular Friend, a Manufcript Tragedy,

not doubting your Juftice and Underftanding,
fo far as to fear its Reading and Reception.
Were it my own, I thould not be fo confident of
its Succefs, either with you or the Town ; but
- it being an Alteration of the beft Performance of
a very popular Poet, feveral of whofe Zragedies
are ftill a&ed with the higheft Applaufe, it
gives me the Aflurance to hope that it will
have a more particular. Regard from you, than
if it had been the Produé of the prefent Time.
I could have many Recommendations from the
beft Judges, but that one of your Colleagues
-once told me on a like QOccafion, that a Play
muft recommend itfelf; which, indeed, had
been true, were it to come before competent

D2 Judges;
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Judges; but when Fancy and unguided Opinjon
are to decide the Cafe, one would imagine that
the Approbation of a real Judge in the Art
might have been of fome Weight and Confe-
quence; for as few Gentlemen will purchafe
Picures of any Value, without confulting a
Mafter in the Art of Painting; for fear of ma-
king fo worthlefs a Colleétion, as a certain
Nobleman of this Nation once did ; o it {feems
an equal piece of Prudence, that Gentlemen of
your Polt fhould have fome regard to the Opi-
nion of the great Mafters of Zragedy. But fince
that is not always to be had, and fometimes is
obtain’d thro’ Favour, by thofe who do not at
all deferve it: And fince the DireGors of the
Play-houfe are generally Perfons who declare
againflt the Rules of Art, as Obltacles to Per-
fection and Excellence, at leaft, to the taking
of a Play; I fhall lay down two or three Ob-
fervations, by following of which they will be
{ure never to receive a Play which will not
pleafe the Town. " |
. Mr. Betterton told me once, upon talking on
this Subje&, that King Charles II was us'd to
{ay, he wonder’d how the Players, that were
perpetually converfant with Plays, could be fo
frequently deceiv’d, as not to have one in three
an{wer their Expetation. The Reafon of this,
continued he, feems to be the filling our Heads,
and loading our Memories, with good and bad
promifcuoufly, which confounds our Judgment,
as having no fix'd and ftated Rules to form it by,
the Tailte of the Town being fo uncertain and
fickle, that our Obfervation of whart had
pleas’d could afford us very lictle Help in the
datter, fince the fame Things, that had been
' | reccivd
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receiv’d one Seafon with the greateft and molt
univerfal Applaufe, are hifs’d off the Stage the
next.
To remove this Uncertainty, at leaft, asto
Tragedy, the Subje& of my prefent Writing, I
fhall lay down fome Remarks for your Guide,
which never did, nor never will miflead you,
or any one concern’d in your Poft; you muift
have a care not to be bewitch’d with what they
call fine Language ; it is not fo eafy a Matter to
ditinguith what is fo, or what will be thought
{fo by the Town, as to receive or reject a Play
upon that Account : ’Tis true, there are feveral
Plays have met with Succefs, only for the Opi-
nion that the Audience had of the Finenefs of the
Diion, whether that Opinion was grounded
in Juftice, or in Fancy alone ; I fhall not there-
fore wifh you to have much Regard to that,
- fince there is nothing in it to be depended npon;
what I fhall tell you is infallible: You are call’d
Aéors, becanfe the Bufinefs of playing is Ac-
tion ; the very Name of a Play, in the Ori=
ginal, fignifies A¢tion; and it is certain, let the
Action be good or bad, it will always keep the
Attention of the Audience, and the more con-
ftant and violent the Aétion is, the more it will
be attended by them ; wherever there is Paffion,
there muft neceflarily be Action; thofe Trage-
dies therefore, that have a perpetual Succeflion
of Paffion, can never mifcarry. It is this Quali-
ty that has preferv’d and fill keeps up the Tra-
gedy of Alexander the Great, which Mr. Crown
‘found fault with, in a Difcourfe with me one
Day, becaufe it was conrtinually on the fret, as
- he call’d it, from the Beginning to the End;
‘that is, the Paflions were lively and f{trong
D 3 through
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through the whole Picce, which fo took up the
Audience, that they had no Leifure or Interval
of Quiet to grow weary and be difgufted.
The Play I fend you is of this kind; there is a
perpetual Succeffion of Paflions, joyn’d with a
wonderful Diitrefs, which muft fecure you
againit all Fears of its Reception.

I fhall therefore fay no more about it, being
{atisfy’d that I have put it into the Hands of a
Man of Honour, tho’ a Player; for I am not
of their Opinion who think thofe Terms incom-
patible ; I am fure they have not always been
{o, the Players in Athens were generally Men of
Figure, at leaft, of Learning and fingular Parts ;-
and were often fitted by the Stage for Embaflies
of the Commonwealth., In Rome, where I con-
fefs the Stage and Playing had not that honour-
able Rife as in Greece; yet there I find, in Cicero’s
Time, the principal Players were not a little
valued by the Nobility : Thus, in his Oration
for Archias the Poet, 1 find Cicero {peaking to the
Quality of Rome, in this manner: ko of you
were not lately concern’d and griev’d for the Death of
Rolcius, thinking that ke cught, indeed, to have
been iminortal, for that [upreme Excellence of which
ke was Mafler in bis Art ? %

Zfopus was a Tragedian about that Time,
of equal Efteem’among the Romans, and both of
them admitted to particular Familiarity with the
greateft Men in Rome; and the Son of the latter
had thofe immenfe Riches left him by his Father,
that he would diflolve and drink off a precious
Gem of great Price at a Dranght. 1 fhall not -

o farther in the Roman Empire, nor touch upon
thofe Players who made fo confiderable a Figure
in the Imperial Court, in the Time of Neraé

. %
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and {ome others ; becaufe it may be faid, that
the Favour they met with, was owing rather to
the Corruption of thofe Times, than to their
Merit as A&ors.

No, I will come to the Thing itfelf, the in-
trinfick Value of the Profeflion. Petroaius tells
us, that

Totus Mundus agie Hiftrionem ;

That is, all the World are Players. You mult
know, Sir, that the antient A&ors, both of
Greece and Rome, wore over their Faces a fort
of Vizor Mask, which they call’d Perfona;
this Mask was form’d, as near as they could,
to reprefent the Countenance of the Hero
whom they afted, which Likenefs they took,
either from the Defcriptions of Hiftory, or from
the Pi¢tures and Statues of the moft famous
Painters and Sculptors, and {o contriv’d, as
not to hinder the Lines of the Face from ap-
pearing, as the Paffion they reprefented re-
quird; how this was done, indeed, is not fo
eafily difcover’d by thofe Perfone, which we have
receiv’d fromd them in their Baffo relievos ; but I
can depend upon an Afflurance given me by a
great and ingenious Nobleman of this King-
dom, that the firlt Zralian Comedians who came
into Frauce, and whom he {aw, had contriv’d the
Masks they acted in fo artfully, that they could,
notwithftanding them, make thofe feveral Alre~
rations 1n their Countenance which their Parts
requir’d. But be this as it will, I have not
time to run thro’ a full Difquifition of the Mat-
ter ; nor would it be very much to our prefent
Purpofe, it’s enough for me to obferve, that this

it Mask
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Mask gave occafion to this Saying of Petronius,
T bat all the World are Players ; that is, all Men
put on a Face that is not their own, and a&

Parts which do not always agree with their
own Temper and Inclinations. For this Reafon

~ likewife, Players were call’d Hypocrite, or Hypo-

crites; that is, Perfons who appear to be one

‘thing and were another. As on the Stage you

have good Actors and bad, fo in the greater
World, of which yours is a fort of Miniature,
there are aukward Hypocrites, whom- every Per-
fon difcovers to be mere A&ors; and there are
others, who are fuch exquifite Mafters in the
Art of Diffembling or Aéting, that the Speta-
tors cannot but believe they are what they
{eem to be; and it requires fome Time, and
Difcernment too, to find them out. Ned Prim
puts on a faintly Appearance, Gravity in his
Countenance, Severity in his Dilcourfe, with
all that Cenforioufnefs on the Wickednefs and
Vices of the Age, which the greateft Religion
and Innocence could fcarce juftify ; and yet Ned
is a very Libertine in his Heart, and in his Life
a perfe@ Contradi&ion to his Words and Pro-
feflions. Harry Graveairs loves the Company of
the Gay and the Young, particularly of Women,
ot which, when he makes his Efcape out of the
City, he’ll be fure to mingle with the moft vile
and lewd, provided they are but Young; but
within Zemple-Bar, and {o to the very remoteft
eafterly Parts of the Town, he aftes to be
thought an Admirer of the Grave and the An-
ticnt, whether Male or Female; and aés his
Part {o well, that he pafles for a very worthy
and fober Citizen, whofe Blood is very Snow-
broth, as Shakejpear calls it, perfe&ly cold and

' ' oo challings
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chilling, and whofe Pulfe never beats high
enough to warm him to any itregular Defires.
Thus every Morning he pays his Court to two
old Aunts, the younger of which is fourfcore;
with them he pafles conftantly fome Hours, and
has perfuaded them there is no Company in the
World {o agreeable as theirs, tho he curfes them
in his Heart, and withes the Devil would fetch
’em the next Moment, that he might come im-~
mediately into the Pofleflion of forty Thoufand
Pounds, which he expe¢ts from them as the
Reward of his Hypocrify, and which, if he ob-
tains, as moft cerrainly he will, if he happen to
outlive them, you will {fay that he is an excel-
lent Player; and that he has perforn’d his Part
with the utmoft Succefs. Thus might I go
thro” all the Chara&ers and Srations of Life,
and {carce find one that does not more or lefs
difguife his own Thoughts and Inclinations ;
and {o may well come into the Number of thofe
who are call’d by Petronmius Players. They
may objeét, for the leflening the Efteem of your
Profeffion, that it is Mercenary, and that you
aflume a borrow’d Shape only to get Money ;
but then they do not confider that all their
Difguife is not only for the fame End, but mif-
chievous ; yours is diretted to divert and pleafe
us, theirs to ruin us and give us Pain.

hﬁb.:zkg@mr has another Saying not much unlike
this, _

Life’s a poor Player,

That frets and flruts bis Hour on the Stage,
And then is heard no more.

This Refleétion of Shakefpear’s is drawn from an-
other Confideration than that I have mention’d
out



[ 42 ]

out of Petronius; the former chiefly regards the
diffembling of Mankind ; this the Shortnefs of
his Duration, and the little Confequence of the
moft noify and important of his A&ions ; all
that Hurry and Bultle, that the greateft make
ufe of in their purfuits of Wealth or Ambition,
their Enmities and Revenge, and all their other
Paffions, vanith in an Hour, are heard no more,
nor remember’d longer than the fretting and
ftrutting of an A&or on the Stage, which is
forgot almoft as foon as the Curtain falls,
Thefe two Inftances are fuflicient to fhow the
Value of the Profeffion of a Player, that is {uch
an Emblem of Humanity, that conveys to us,
at one View, the Manners of all the World :
I might here mention the great Ufe and Benefit
of Aiting to Mankind, and how much it con-
tributes to the promoting of Virtue; but that
this Advantage is only accidental to it, and not
effential, as arifing from their a&ing good Tra-
gedies, whofe inftruétive Moral muﬁ teach us
fome Virtue, or warn us of fome Vice or Folly ;
and this is properly and eflentially due to the
Poet, for the Player may, and often does, aé&
Plays that are a mere fruitlefs Amufement,

But whither am I wandred from the Point
and proper Bufinefs of my Letter, which was
to recommend the Tragedy 1 have f{ent you ?
and hope, that tho’ you are an excellent Player
on the Stage, I fhall not find you fo off on it
but that truly honeft Gentleman you were al-
ways taken to be, by, Sir,

Your moft humble Seyvant,

CuRISTOPHER MEANWEIL.
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The Antiquated Whore.

Audivere Dimea wota Lyce.

To Mys. D--—---- at her Houfe near King-
ftreet, Covent-garden.

/' For Shame, for Shame give der,
" Thou over-ridden W hore.

Very odd Beginning, you’ll fay, Madam,

of a Letter to 2 Lady. True, but to an

old Harradan, no more than is her due : I think
‘ou are now in your fifty fifth Year; therefore

tis time to leave off all thofe foft Addrefles to

which you were, perhaps, us’d about fome.
five and thirty Years ago : Can you not forget
all the Flatteries of your Youth, when you have
no Flatterer left but yourfelf? Do you never
confult your Looking-glafs? or does that like~
wife flatter you, when Mankind have forfaken
the filly Office? no, certainly that muft fhow
you your wrinkled Brow, your hollow Eyes and
Checks, your empty hanging Brealts, that is,
I mean, before you have put your Plumpers
on, before you have dawb’d your Face o’er
with a thick Plaifter of Paint, and fill'd up the
‘gaping Furrows of your Brow, and added the
Vermillion, or Sparih Red, to your Cheeks, in
hapes
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hopes to betray fome foolith Wanderer to your
witherd Arms. Alas, you labolr in vain, poor
Creature ! the amorous rolling of your Eyes
within your concave Brows dart no warming
Fires ; but, like a Candle in the Socket, give a
ftinking Blaze : Notwithftanding all this, no bo-
dy fo frequent in the Park, atthe Play, and all
the Reforts of the young and gay,as Mrs. D—
Prithee, leave off that gaudy frippery Drefs, it
betrays thee into abundance of Error; for
while the very Jourreymen and Apprentices
ftare at thee, at thy extravagant and fantaltick
Ornaments of Body, and, pointing, thow thee
to onc another, thou art fo very abundantly
vain as to pleafe thy Folly with the monftrous
Imagiﬁariﬂn, that it is thy Charms which have
called them to their Shop-doors, and made them
look after thee. Prithee, fond Thing! is it not
time for thee to begin to think, to grow ferious
and. repent of the Sins of fo many revolving
Years{pent in the Riot ofan uninterrupted Luft 2
Art thou not weary of a Lewdnefs, one Year of
which would have tired the molt Salacious of
+ thy Sex befides ? Meffaline was but a faint
~Type of thee, and own’d herfelf often tired
with the Sport ; but thou never fatisry’d nor tired,
ftill doft purfue the flying Filthinefs with un-
wearied Endeavours. It 1s {o long fince firft you
fet out jn this {candalous Coutfe, that you may
with Quartilla the Bawd, in Petronizs Arbiter,
{ay, Funonem meam iratam habeam, fi unquam me-
minevem me virginem fuife ; that is, may Juno be

“ my Fee, if I vemember that I ever was a Virgin.

You have gain’d this Advantage by what you
have done, that you may fay of yourfelf what
' an



[ 45 ]

an old Poet faid of the Greatnefls of old Rome,
Orbis in Urbe, the World is in the City. For 1
dare believe that you have gra{p’d within the
Circle of your hofpitable Arms  Men of all
Countries, Religions, Seéts and Factions ; you
made a general Comprehenfion, and refufed none
to come within your Pale, on Account of their
‘Qpinion, provided they brought but a fubftan-
tial and vigorons Offering: All Degrees, from
the Lord to the Footman, from the Parfon to
the Sexton, from the Alderman to the Cobler,
from the General to the private Centinel, have
found you eafy : So that indeed you may be al-
lowed to have been very impartial in the Dif~
penfation of your Favours, and, like the Sun,to
have fhin’d on all, without Regard to the Dif-
tin&ion of Perfons. But, prithee, now thy Sun
of Youth is fet, expe& no more Adorers in a
Night that affords nothing but unwholfome,
and unfavory Damps, and froufy Vapours that
contaminate all that approach it. With what
Confcience , with what unmeafurable Affu-
rance canft thou expe& the moft abandon’d
to be wicked with thee, when thou fervelt in to
the criminal Feaft, not only a Death’s Head, but
a putrid Carcafs that fmells rankly of the Grave ?
Moll. Hinton, when fhe had pafs’d but thro’ half
thy Lewdnefs, weary of the Fatigue, left this
wicked Town, retir’d to a Monaftery, and turn’d
Nun. Let me advile thee, even for thy own
{ake, to take the fame Courfe. Who knows but
that the brawny Fryars, or the fat jolly Monks,
may, out of pure Zeal to the faving of thy Soul,
furnifh thee with a new Scene of Pleafure ? for
though thou art fo ftale here, that the ve-

"_Y
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ry Porters and Chair-men run on the other fide
the Way whene’er they fee thee coming; thou
wilt be to them a while, at leaft, a new Face :
So have I feen a Drab, that had pafs’d all the
Stations and Conditions of Whoredom, get into
the Play-houfe, and there pafs for a frefh Beau-
. But I am tired with this odious Theme,
or it is in vain to give thee good Advice; fo
that I wifh thy Cuckold may retrench thy Al-
lowance {o low, that it may only afford thee
Bread and Water, which perhaps may tame thy
infatiate Defires, and bring thee to remember
‘that thou art mortal ; which are the hearty and
fincere Wifhes of

ToMm TerrTROTH
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L RPT BRIV,

That every Man makes his own Fortune,
A PArRADOX.

Facit fuam quifque Fortunam.

To Mr. Wailfully 1o be left at Will’s Coffee-
boufe in Cornhill, London.

Coupin WiLt,

v/ O UR Letters are always full of your
Complaints of Fortune ; I am forry it is

not in my Power to redrefs the Injuries the does
you: I am afraid you caft your own Defeéts,
and the Evils that low from your own impru-
dent Condu& upon her ; for it is my Opinion,
that few Men are unhappy, but by their own
Fault: You are got into the Mart of the World,
where good Fortune is daily purchas’d by the
fnduftrious and Careful. How many have we
known in our Time, who, having trudg’d it on
Foot to that great City, have arrivid at great
Wealth ? How many, from Footmen and Me-
nial Scrvants, have come to be Men of great
Polts and Power ? It is impofiible to {uppofe this
to be the Work of Chance, it muit therefore be
owing to their Induftry and Care, to their Know-
ledge in improving fuch Accidents and Oppor-
tunities, as offer themiclves, to their beft Advan-

tage.
' } Have
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Have you confider’d maturely ? Have you ex-
amin’d yourfelf with that Severity, which Pru~
dence requires, and yet found no Flaw in your
Condu&, that fhould produce the Evils you
complain of 2 Have you always been careful to
take Caution for the Guide of. your Dealings ?
Has your Induftry ftill 1aid hold of thofée Occa-~
fions, which, im their Front, promis’d you Ad-
vantage ? For pof eff Occafio calva, Opportunity
has only a Forelock, but is all bald behind ;
and if it {lip by you, as it is generally very
fwift, in' vain you-look after it, in vain you pur-
fue it with fruitlefs Withes ; your Pace will al-
ways be too flow to overtake it. No, let it
pafs, and be more caré¢ful of ftopping the next
‘that offers.  But if you want Kaowledge enough
to diftinguith what is a real Opportunity of Be-
nefit and' Advantage, all your Ianduftry, all your
Pains and Labour are utterly thrown away.

Befides this; there are other Conditions which
you muft obferve, if you would thrive in the
World ; you muit not only fiudy the Humour,
Inclinations,’ Paflions and Intereflt of -all thofe
you have to do with, but you muflt learn the
_happy Art of turning all, and each of them to
your‘own Ufe and Advantage.” If this require
~ more Pains:and Application than you think they
are worth; ‘if you are fo {lothful that you can-
not give your whole Thoughts, your Time and
Endeavours to this Duty, and therefore mifs
your Aim, blame not Fortune, blame your own
Supinity, who rather negleét the Means of at-
taining your End, than quit a Lazinefs that can
- produce nothing but Mifery and Want, There
15 {till another thing neceflary to your Condutt ;

you muft wholly diveft yourfelf of your.Pafr
| | fions ;
+
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fions ; you muft know nothing of Pride, Anger,

or Revenge, till you have made your Fortune ;.

B e LI Tt

ron muft take no Notice of the Infolence, Neg-

g gy

{e@t or Affronts of thofc who are above you :
Nay, yon muft not feem fo much as to under-

ftand them, but pafs on with an unwearied

Importunity, till you have vanquifhd all thefe
_ pett) I}jﬁ};glties,'and are arrivid at Power or

'%(éva&f_ﬁjgurfqlf; then you may ufe all thofe
below you in the {fame fecurvy Manner in which

you have been ufed: And yet a wife Man, tho’

fix’'d ar the Top of Fortune’s Wheel, will be ve-
ry cautious of confulting his Revenge, or any
of the more violent Paflions in the Condué of
his Aé&ions, becaufe Power f{tands on fo ticklith
a Point, that oftentimes the provoking of the
_meancft Enemy, may raife fuch a Tempeft, that
‘inits Confequence may overturn it. I. have
known a very great Man, whofe Power was
thought impregnable, and whom no Injuries nor
Afironts counld ever provoke to a vifible Anger;
not that he forgot the Injury receiv’d, but
{fmooth’d o’er his Paffion {o, as to give {uch Se-
curity to the Perfon that had offer’d it, that dif-

atf’d him of his Guard againlt any future Res
venge. "But when Timeand Accidents had con-

"

e
i

. |

cur'd to prefent him with the defir'd Minute of .."

his long-waited Revenge, he {truck home; and.’

fo entirely ruin’d his Opponent, that he never
afterwa'rd}.;coﬁld'hurt him, dhoiia
" The Romans, in theirt War with the Sammites,
were, by the Imprudence of their General,
drawn into a2 Nook, furrounded with Hills, and
there hem’d in by the Enemy. The General
of the Sammites {ending to the Srate to know
what he fhould do with them, having them en-
' - tively

o
W
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tirely in his Power ; they confulted a reverend
old Senator, whofe Name I have forgot, who
advis’d them to cut them all to Pieces. But
that feeming too fevere, he next advis'd them
to difmifs them all Frf:ely and honourably ; for,
faid he, if you continue the War, by my firlt
Advice you had cut off fo many Enemies; by
the fecond, you would make them all your
Friends, and by that obtain an honourable
Peace. But the Samuites took neither of the
Advices; on the centrary, they difarm’d the Ro-
man Army, and made them pafsevery Manina
difgraceful Mannerunder the Forks, whichwere
call ’d Furce Caudina, from the Place. Butwhat
was the Event of this ? Why, the Romans, mad
with the Difgrace, return’d with frefh Armour,
and purfu’d the War with that Vigour, that they
fubdud the Samiites. ‘This Advice that was

“their Friend by fome generous A&mn
If none of thefe Methods pleale you, there
1s but one Way that I know of, to fecure your
Happinefs, and that is, by fcttmg yourlelf above
Fortune, quitting all the Purfuits of her Favours,
contemning her Benefits, and contenting your-
felt w1th_what yvou are. And thus every Man
may make his own Fortune what he pleafes,
good or bad. I wifh my Advice may be as nfe-
ful to you, as 1 intend it, which wiil be no
fmall Satisfaction to vour

Faithful Fricind, and loving Kinfwnair,

Humrurey Wil1GHWELL,
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288 ARABLELEALERDRBAT
LETTER V.
Love is a Warfare.
Militat omnis Amans, & habet fua Caftra Cupido.

To Samuel Lovemore Efg; at bis Chambers
in the Inner Temple, London.

Dear 8§ am,

O U fend me Word, that you ate migh-

tily fallen in Love ; the News is not fo.
agreeable to me, as to give me much Satisfac-
tion, fince I confider what Fatigues you muft
undergo in the Purfuit of a proud and fcornful
Woman ; fince, if I miftake not, you are not
cut out any more for a Soldier of Cupid, than of |
Mars ; youare of too lazy a Temper, and love -
your Eafe and Quiet too much to atchieve any
great Matter in either. Have you confider'd
what it is to be a Lover? Do you know that
Love is a perfe& Warfare, if you will believe
the great Mafter of Love, Ovid.

Militat omnis Amans; €& babet fua caftra Cupido,

When once you have declar’d War ; that is, as
foon as you have told the Fair One, that you are
in Love with het, fhe put$ heifelf in a Pofture
of Defence, and intrenches herfelf round about
with Pride, Coynefs, Ill-nature, Ill-humour and
fcurvy Ulfage; and you muft by your Art or

E 2 Prowef(s
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Prowels level all thefe Intrenchments before e
ver you can pretend to take Pofleffion of the
Place. To accomplifh which, you muft ufe great
Diligence, great Boldnefs, and many Strata-
gems ; for Cunning is as neceﬁary in the War-
fare of Love, as the modern Princes have found
“jt'to be in their Conquefts of Towns and Na-
tions. And the late grand Monarch ow’d the
{preading of his Arms more to this than Valour.
Thf: chiet Part of this Cunning depends upon
your Freenefs, your Eafinefs in parting with
your Money ; for Gold has had a ftrange Influ-
ence on that Sex, ever fince the time of Danae.
That young Lady’s Father knowing how hard a
Matter it was to keep his Daughter’s Maiden-
head, believing that it was not {ecured enongh
by het Vlrtue clap’d herup in a brazen Tower
undﬂr Bolts, and le,rs and Guards, both Male
and Female,of old Fr.ﬂows and anuquated Maids,
who being '"EIF Pleafure themfelves, are gene-
rafly wmchful and nfrihmt enough to hmdqg“j.:*hq_
Ple:ai"ure of other People. But all this was a
meer fruitlels Precaution, for Fove, who had feen
and lik’d the Girl, knew very well how to come-
at her; for being fo profufe of his Gold, that he
was fabled to come down in a Golden Shower,
. he made all the Brazen Bars and Bolts fly open,
and blinded the Eyes ot her Guards {o far, thar
he eafily pafs’d to the Lady, and got upon her a
future: Hero. “Thos you muft not {pare your
Purfe, you muflt be fure to bribe Abigas/ ;for
the Chamber-maid is often let into her Miﬁl efs’s
Secrets, which fhe nev er fails to betrav, pro-
.:w_dr:d (he be but well paid ; for the treacherous
Abigail will let you know your Miftrels’s weal=
mﬂ‘ fide, by which yon may furprize her 5 fhe
will



| Y

[ 53]
will teli you the lucky Minute when all the Paf-
fes are left unguarded, that at other times prove
1mpregnable. I will confirm this Pofition by one
Example out of a thoufand, on the Trurh cof
which you may depend.

Beleaguar was a Gentleman of Dewvon/iire, of
a handfome Eftate, and fine Accomplithments
both of Mind and Perfon ; Fortune had turnifh’'d
him with all the Means of Happinefs, had he not
fallen in Love with Clarinda, for whom his Pal-
“Tion was {o exceflive, that all her ill Ufage, her
LCoynefs, and even ill Manners could not abate
it. But finding that he could make no progicfs
in her Heart, he apply’d himf{elf to Abigas/, wiom
he foon won with his Generofity to come entire-
ly into his Intereft; fhe, like a trué Chamber-
maid, inform'd him that he had a very dangerous
Rival, not in any Man, but in the Bottle, for
that her Miftre(s every Night got drank by
herfelf before fhe went to Bzd, fo that if Poi-
feflion of her Perfon was what he aim’d ar, he
need not doubt his Satisfaétion the following
Night. Accordingly when her Miftrefs had taken
her fleeping Dofe, he was let into her Chamber
by the Maid, went to Bed, and found no Op-=1~
pofition. This he repeated fometimes, taking

- care always of a generous Fee for trufty A0:-
gail.

There is certainly a fort of Witchery in
Love, which holds the Hearts thoroughly poi-
fes’d by ‘it in {uch ftrong Bands, that the Fol
lies and Vices of the belovd are unable to
break them. . Thus it was with Beleagugr ; &l
vinda’s Drunkennels, his Poffeflion ¢f her, her
continu’d vifible Cruelty to him, all had nor
the lealt influence againit his Afiection, Abicr/

E 3 <ty

.
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at laft ipforms him that her Miftrefs was with
Child, and that fhe had Exammd her with all
the Stricnefs imaginable, whether fhe had not
betray’d her in her unguarded Hours ; but that
{he had brought her by Proteftations and Oaths
to a perfe&t Belief nf her Innocence, and to
think fome other had found out the Secret of
her Nightly Debauch, and made ufe of that
Difcovery to gratify thmr Inclinations. Beleaguar
thought this a lucky Opportunity to bring her
to marry him, and to make her the more readily
comply, he forbore his Vifits as if he had given
over his Suit ; but now Clarinda’s Bell y beginning
to {well to fuch a Largenefs that fhe could not
well conceal it much longer, fhe began to wifh
that fhe had us’d him with more Mildnefs, and
{o by Marriage have fecur’d herfelf againft that
Shame and Infamy that threaten’d her. Abigail
having full Information of her Miltrefs’s good
Difpofition towards him, he renew’d his Vifit;
in fhort, they agreed and were privately mar-
ried, and in due time Clgrinda was broughr to
- Bed of a lovely Boy, who thrivid and grew up
in the Favour of his Father, but Hatred of
his Mother. She would every now and then be
wifhing fhe knew whofe Baftard it was; he al-
ways told her, my Dear, trouble not thyfeIf ‘tis
mine: Yours, faid fhe, I mean, I wifh I knew
who begot it. To put an end to her Vexat.on
in that Particular, after fome Years Marriage
he fairly told her the whole Truth. It was in
the Morning before they arofe when he made
this Difcovery; fhe f{aid nothing to him, but as
foon as he was rid out a huntmg, fhe dreft
herfelf and went away ta her Father’s, with
whom her Husband had been at Enm:t};_ for
ome
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fome time. Clarinda made out her Story fo
effeGually, that, blinded by Revenge, they had
the Husband taken up for a Rape and brought
to his Tryal, in which, tho’ he came off with
Life, he loft his Satisfa&ion in a perpetual Se-
paration from his Spoufe, on which he left the
Country, and {pent the reft of his Days in Lou-
don, in a profeft Enmity of all Woman-kind, for
the fake of Clarinda.

This is enough to fhew you how neceflary
it is for a Lover to be in with the Chamber-
maid. But befides this, you are not to omit all
Stratagems that you can think of; you muat fol-
low - her ali Day, and cvery Day; nay, that
won’t be enough, you muft not fo muci as let
her fleep a Nights, you muft quit your Downy
Bed, and with Fiddles and oices charm her from
hers; till by haunting her every Way, meeting
her at all Places where the goes, you convince
her that fhe is your whole Bufinefs, and takes
up all your Thoughts and Time. My mention-
ing the Serenading Part, brings into my Head
no unpleafant Adventure that happen’d on that
Account in my Time.

The young Lurd Femmechace had purfu’d Clee,
a young Coquet and Beauty, and then the
Reigning Toaft of the Town, for fome time to
little purpofe. He frequently Serenaded her, and
was fo troublefome to her, that fhe left her
Lodgings of a fudden; into which no fooner
was a Jealous old Fellow come with his Wife,
but my Lord, not knowing that Clee was gone,
comes w1th his Ftddlers to give her a Serenade
about two a-Clock in the Morning. ' The very
Tuning of the Fiddles alarm’d rhr.': Jealoufy

of the old Husband, and made him quarrel
E 4 with



[ 56 ]

with his Wife, for being fo abandon’d a jnde
to give her Gallants fuch early Notice; to
avoid which he had mov’d in {uch a hurry, thac
no Body could have difcover’d where the was,
without her being privy to the Information.
All flie could fay, and all her Proteftations were
to no manner of Purpofe; for now the Violins
began to fpeak aloud, and the Voices were
founding of the Pra1fe of the charming Cloe,
. which put the old Man beyond all Patience ;
* he gets out of Bed, takes up tht‘: Jourdan, runs
to the Window, opens the Shutters, throws up
the Safh, and fends out his Urine upon my
Lord and the Fiddlers. The finging Mafter {tood

/' dire@ly in his Way ; who, as he was warbling
out his Notes with open Mouth, recéivd ﬁ}mf-:-
thing in it more unfavory than what he fent
out. You may imagine the Company were a
liccele furpriz’d at fuch a Reception, and mov'd
ay Lord that they might have leave to break
the Windows ; whilft they were debating what
to do, the Rain being over, the Thunder fol-
low’d, for from the {ame Window a Piftol was
dlf{,ha?"g, d, which {o frighted the Crowdero’s, that
they Immcdlatmy tun away without regard to
their Cremona’s, which in their Flight receivd
many a Contufion againft the Pcﬂs in the Dark.
But a wortfe R{iﬁ{"c}rtune befell “em, the Watch
happen’d to be going théir Rounds that Minute,
and hearing the Noife of the Piftol, and finding
them {'c:tmper at that’ Rate, feiz’d all they
could lay Hands on to carry them betore Mr,
Conflable, in order to have them committed
to the Round-houfe, till"'the Worfhipful Mr,
Jultice fhould be up to hear' their Caufe, and fo
to acquit or fend'them to'a fafer Deurance. llxn
| tae
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the mean time my Lord, who run not with the
Scoundrels, met with a Friend of his coming
from the Tavern, who foon undeceiv’d his
Lordfhip in his fuppes’d Injury receiv’d from
Cloe, and let him know, that, inftead of her, he
had addrefs’d his Song and Mufick to the mofk
Jealous old Coxcomb in Ewgland. My Lord per-
fwades his Friend to go with him to the Con~
{table’s Stand, where he found his harmonious
Myrmidons endeavouring to pacify the Rage of
the Midnight Magiltrate ; by telling him that
they were 2 Company of Fiddlers hir'd by my
Lord Femmechace to Serenade a young Lady
near that Place, but that they had been receiv’d,
firlt, with a Pifspot, and then with a Piftol, the
fudden Fear of which had put them into that
Confufion in which they were taken. Phoo, Mr,
Conftable, faid one of the Watch, they are a~
Company of Rogues and in confederacy with
Houfebreakers, to whom they are as neceflary,
as a Ballad-finger to a Pick-pocket; why it was
but t'other Day, Mr. Conftable,when a Band of
thefe Raggamuflins were a Serenading asthey call
it, and whillt they had drawn all the Family to
the fore Windows with their Fiddles, the Houfe-
breakers got in, and gutted the backfide of the
Houfe moit neatly ; therefore, I fay, Mr. Con-
table, fend them all to the Round-houfe. My
Lord perceiving by the wife Nods of the Con-
{table, that his Company were in {fome danger of !
Captivity, approach’d the Conftable and made
himfelf and his Friend known unto him, by |
- which, and giving the Watch a Crown to drink, |
they were all convey’d to the next Tavern.

So
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So that, my Friend, you muft have a care never
to be ignorant of your Miftrefs’s Lodgings. Iex-
pe& now every Letter to be fill’d with your
Complaints of hard Ufage, of Cruelty, Pride,
and the Lord knows what; but thofe will only
make me laugh, they being the ufual Companions
of Lovers. I with you either in your Miftrefs’s
Arms, or free from her Inchantments; I think
“the latter is the kinder Wifh, and therefore ’tis
repeated, by Dear Sam,

Thy faithful Friend
and Servant,

ANTHONY EastrrLovE,
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On Poverty.

Wil habet infelix Paupertas durins in fe,
Quam quod ridicujos hormines facit,

T Richard Vainthought Efg; at his Houfe
near Fevertham in Kent.

My good Friend,

I juft receiv’d yours of the r3th, having not
been two Days in Town. Letters from you
are always welcome ; but I am forry you know
me fo ill, as to think you need an Apology for
the Company you brought me into the Night be-~
fore Ileft you; I mean Fack Truewit. You fay
he is a poor unfortunate Fellow, that you fome-
times divert yourfelf with, for want of other
Company, but did not know of his coming when
you had mine, and a great deal more to this
purpofe. But, dear Dick, I think you have more
caufe to make an Excufe to me that you did not
let me have his Converfation a little fooner. You
fay he is very poor; Iam forry for it, I am f{ure he
does not deferve to be fo, and I wifh he had all
the Superfluities of the Fnols in your Parts to
make him otherwife, and then you and they
would think him a fine Fellow. Bt is he not the
fame Man now ? is his Wit really the lefs becaufe
his Pockets are empty ? if not, why is he not as

agree=
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agrecable Company as if he had all that he
wants 2 But I never form my Opinion of Men
by their Appearance, but their Senfe, and
naufeate a Fool in fine Cloaths, and would
fhun his Company with the utmoft Caution, at
' the fame time that I would court that of a

)~ Man of Wit and Learning in Rags.

1 was tother Day taking a Walk in the Mall,
and meeting with a Friend of mine of a great
deal of Merir, I took a Turn with him ; he
happen’d to be but in a very mean Drefs, and
who fhould we meet but the young Lord M#%rth-
fefs 2 upon whofe coming up to me, my Friend
took his leave and went away. Dear Harry,
fays my Lord, you are a very pretty Fellow, and
drefs’s as well as any Man, and are as well re-
ceiv’d amongft the Ladies; but thou haft a firange
unaccountable Whim of picking up odd and
fcandalous Companions, that a fine Gentleman
fhould be atham’d to be feen with. My Lord,
faid I, 'm perfe&ly to feck in your Lordfhip’s
Meaning, for I belicve there is no Man more
cautious of avoiding fcandalous Company than
myfelf. Ha, ha, ha, faid my Lord, retufe me if
thou art not 2 moft incomprehenfible Perfon ; why
what a ftrange Creature you parted with jult now 2.
He is indeed, reply’d I, my Lord, a very flrange
Perfon, if the Uncommonnefs of a ‘Thing makes
it ftrange ; for he is a Man of extraordinary Senfe,
fine Literature, and honeft, Qualities not very
eafily met with in the fame Perfon in this Age.
Extraordinary Senfe, fine Literature, and Hounef-
ty, faid my Lord ! hum it may be {o, burt
_refufe me if he does not make a moit ridiculous

Figure ; what the Devil makes him wear fuch
fentvy ClQaths? My Lord, bccauf-:'_i_l_é“g@s"'i'gp
s ¢L.CT,
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better, faid T; but T don’t converfe with z

‘Man’s Cloaths, but himfelf; if your Lordfhip

don’t like his Cloaths, it would be very wor-
thy of your Generofity to give him better; his
Merit will highly juitify your Bounty; and
fince your Lordfhip has put me in Mind on't, 1
muft prefs you to do fomething handfomely for
him. Hum —--- faid my Lord, do for him!
hum, hum, honeft Harry, refufe me if T can at
this Time ; for what with fubfcribing to Ope-
ra’s, taking Tickets of the Aérefles for their
Benefits, and other neceflary Expences of this
Kind, I have no loofe Money to beftow in
Charity ; why there’s Mrs. Pert came to me but
Yefterday, and got forty Guineas of me for
her Benefit-day. Well, Harry, the’s a charming
Creature; what a Bofom is there, fit for a God
to lic upon! My Lord, I allow, {aid I, fhe’s 2
good pretty {ort of 2 Woman enough, and has
Charms enough for a Lady of her Station ; but
what are a Thoufand fuch as fhe, in’ compari-
fon of one Man of Merit? Nay, thou fay’lt
right, interrupted my Lord; but here comes the
Cornt with the ugly Face, and I muft {peak with
him, to know when the next Affembly will be. With
that he ftarted from me, and went dire&ly to
him ; a Man_who by his Impudence, .and out
Folly, has got Money cnough to buy a Princi-
palicy in his own Country. He immediately

“joii’d him, F7ill. Biter and his Coufin Fack, two

Fellows more -{candalous than the former; but
being well dreflt, my Lord thought them fic
Company to appear in. fack is a Fellow bora
to a good Eftate, but having thrown it foolifhly
away, now lives npon Wemen, and in fuch a
- Port
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Port and Equipage as gives him Admiffion to
Perfons of the firlt Quality. As for il he {up-
ported himfelf by downright Gaming; yet thefe
Scoundrels feem’d not fcandalous Company to -
his Lordfhip, tho’ my Friend did. It put me in
Mind of what Fuvenal {ays,

Nil babet infelix paupertas durins in fe,
Quam quod ridiculos homines facit.

Unhappy Poverty has nothing more fevere and
cruel than its rend’ring Men ridiculous ; for moft
Men think but {uperficially of Things, and are
therefore ftricken with the firft Appearance of
a Man, either in his Favour, or in his Prejudice,
and a poor Appearance is fure with moft Men
to do the latter. The Rich hear all that fuch a
one fays with Contempt, if not with Laughtet,
for they can’t conceive that what a poor Man
{ays fhou’d be of any Confequence, tho’ {poke by
the Tongue of the finelt Orator. Rochefoucanlt
{ays, That the way to do a Mai’s Bufinefs in the
Woirld, is to perfwade the IWorld that it is done already.
By a Parity of Reafon tis a fure way never to do
one’s Bufinefs, to let the World fee that we do
really want its Afliftance ; which is confirm’d by a
Vulgar Proverb of ours, To be Poor and feem Poor,
is to be Poor indeed ; therefore let our Neceffities be
what they will, we ought in Prudence to cover
“em and hide "em from Mens Eyes. Thofe that
have let them grow {o far upon them, as not to
be able to do this even in their Drefs, are in-
deed in a molt deplorable Condition, and al-
moft without hopes of better Days, without
fome ftrange unforefeerd Accident thould furp}:‘izc

; them
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them with 2 more agreeable Scene of Life, than
they could otherwife expeé ; for when a Man is
in this Condition, let his Merit be never fo
great, he will be unable to charm from the
Rich any Favour of Confequence {ufhcient to
remove his Misfortunes; for I know not how it
comes to pafs, the more a Man wants the lefs
he is fure to receive, which muit always kee
him under ; while the lefs a Man wants, the
larger is the unequal Bounty of others to him ;
but as thefe Faults in the Rich are very vifible,
and too well known to want any farther Proof,
{o have fome of the unfortunate their Faults too,
which contributes to their Continuance in Want.
Butler the Author of Hudibras, tho’ he was a
Man of extraordinary Wit and Fancy, tho’ his
Merits deferv’d a much better Farte, is faid to
‘have ftarvid, which Extremity of Poverty was
owing to his own Pride and Folly ; his NEC%E
ties were too well known to all his Acquain~
tance, to leave him a Poffibility of concealing
them from them; and yet his Pride was fo into-
lerable, that it was the moft difficult Thing in
the World to compel him to accept of any Af-
fiftance, tho’ offer’d in the moft friendly and
genteel Manner in the World. There was a Gen-
tleman of his Acquaintance, and of a confidera-
ble Fortune, who over a Bottle one Night had
made a cleanly Conveyance of a Purfe of 2 hun-
dred Guineas into his Pocket, which he did
not at all perceive; the next Morning Butler
finding it there was extreamly uneafy, and con-
fidet’d what Company he was in the Day be-
fore, and found that it could be no Body but
the very Gentleman that did it; he dreft himlz
{e



[ 64 ]

felf and went to his Chambers, and carried witls
him ‘the Money, charg’d him with the Affront,
and went away in a pet, leaving the Purfe behind
5 hs (PR '

How could a Perfon in his Circumftances and
of his Temper efcape the hard Fate of Starving,
fince he refus’d all the Means that Fortune
offe’d him to avoid it ? Tho' few Men in
Misfortunes have this unmeafurable Pride, yet
many have {o much, that it is very prejudicial
to their Relief; and this is another Ridiculoufnefs
of Poverty, quitec out of the View of the Poet
in the former Quotation. It is certain, that
Poverty is a great Obftacle in our Parfuits of
Fortune, “ ’

Haud facile emerguut quortm wvirtutibuns obffat

%_Re.r angufta Domi.

Men feldom arrive at Profperity, whofe Virtues
and Merits have not room to exert themfelves
within the Bounds of their narrow Fortune, and
many a noble and ufeful Defign has mifcarried
».«, by want of Ability in the Propofer. Poverty is
indeed an Evil too great to need any Aggrava-
tion to heighten it, I wifh you nor yours may
never find it. But let not your prefent Profperi-
ty make you overlook Merit in Rags; be not
{o terrified with this diftant Evil, as ro make
‘you avoid the Perfons oppreft with it, provided
they are Men of real Defert in themfelves. My
Service to Trwewit, and convey a Guinea to
him, not as from me, but from yourfelf; I with it
were in my Power to anfwer his Merits in a
more fenfible Manner.  But you know thatme

or~
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Fortune can but juft fuffice to fupport me as 4
“Gentleman., I am |

- Your loving Fiiend,

HaAarRY HEARTY,

EOSTS-ERBRE

It was an ill-natur’d Refle&ion of the witty
Lord Rochefler (as he was call’d) in one of his
Letters, T hat a poor Fellow made but a poor Friend.
Nor is™it7in reality true, for there may be a
great many ways ot proving a Man to be a ve-
ry good Friend, tho” he be not able to lend his
Friend Money. Friendthip indeed does require
a fort of Equality in the Perfons engag’d in it;
but this is not always confin’d to their Equality
in Wealth, provided the Ballance be kept even
by any other Means. Ariftides, call’d the Juft,
of Athens, was a Man of a very low and penu-
rious Fortune, fo far, that it was thought he
wanted even Neceflaries; he had exprelt a great
Friendfhip for Callias, who, by the Favours done
him by Ariftides during his Execution of feveral
Pofts of State, had heapt together confiderable
Riches. The Athenians finding Ariftides {o poor,
publickly accus’d Callias as falfe to his Friend-
thip, in letting fuch a Friend want whilft he
abounded ; and he had certainly been con-

F demn’d,
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demn’d, had not Ariftides come into the Court
and aflur’d the Judges that €alias was not in
fault, for that he had frequently preft him to
accept a fhare in his Fortune, which he al-
ways refus’d to do, that the Athenians might not
think the Favours he had done his Friend were
for his own fake. This Inftance fhows us, that
in Athens Poverty was no Hindrance to Virtue,
fince that Great Man paft thro’ all the moft
confiderable Pofts of State in the midft of it.
But whatever it was in Athens, in our Time it
has a quite contrary Effe&t; for now Men are
chofen into Pofts by their Wealth, net Virtue
or Knowledge.
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LB T ik K- Vilb
The falfe Zealot.

Tantane Animis celeflibns Ire!

To Mrs. Teazeall near the Abbey in Weft
minfter.

Madam,

H O’ I did not think of troubling myfelf

with ever Writing to you; yet upon the
Arrival of your Nephew, and on his Account,
and the barbarous Ufage he met with from you,
I fhall attempt for once to wath the Ethiop
white ; for I am fenfible it is but to little pur=

~ pofe to talk Reafon to 2 Woman that is wholly
- a Slave to her Paffions, efpecially the Paffions of
Anger and Revenge. But when I confider the
great Pretenfions you make to Religion, your
mighty noify Zeal for the Church, I would con-
clude that you were a Chriftian, and that there-
fore I might have {ome Hopes to bring my Ar-
guments to bear. Your Q{uarrel with your Ne-
phew, if I am rightly inform’d of the Matter,
is thus : He in his Cups one Night was pleas’d
to fay that you were not handfome, or to that
purpofe, and that he wonder’d by what Witchery
you held his Uncle’s Heart with {o defpotick a
Power ; and this, fomething magnified by the
| mali=
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malicious Reprefentation of a Chamber-maid,
has made you his irreconcileable Enemy. You
cannot deny but that upon the Accufation he
heartily difavow’d his Knowledge of any fuch
thing, but that if his Drink had really betray’d
him into fuch Words, they were entirely diffe~
rent from his fober Thoughts, and ask’d your
Pardon with the utmoft Submiffion. This would
have been enough to have pacified one of the
Wicked, however it has fail’d with a Lady fo
religious as yourfelf. But miftake not, Madam,
it is not your going to the Abbey twice a-day
to Prayers, it is not your clamorous Inve&ives
againft all thofe that deviate in the leaft from
your Opinion, that make a Perfon truly reli-
gious, at leaft that make a Perfon a true
Chriftian ; the Doétrines of Chriftianity are of
much another Tenor, they are all Love, For-
. givenefs, long Suffering, Patience; there is no
- room for Anger and Revenge, thofe you re-
nounce in your baptifmal Vow. I'm afraid,
Madam, you are a downright Atheift; for how
is it poffible you fhould believe in God and Je-
fus Chrift, and dare to fay, forgive us our Tref~
pales_as we forgive them that Trefpafs againft us,
“'as often over as it is daily repeated in the Of-
fices of the Church, and at the {ame time
make your Husband turn out of Doors the neat-
cft Relation he has in the World, without any
Means of Support, ecither to Starve or take Iil-
Courfes, meerly out of Revenge for fuch a Pec-
cadillo, as the not admiring your Beauty, and
to refufe all Manner of Acknowledgment and
Submiffion that he can poffibly make you ? But
I am preaching to the Winds, not expeéting to
move you in the leaft; for fince you fear God fo

little
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little as to dare his Vengeance, and are no more
touch’d with the Precepts of the Gofpel, I can
expeét no happy Event of my Endeavours. 1
intend therefore very {peedily to come to Town ;
and if I prevail not with your Husband in your
Nephew’s behalf, I will at leaft have the Satif-
fattion in pulling off your Vizor, and fhow to
all your Acquaintance how little you deferve
what you {fo much endeavour to obtain ; I mean
the Name of a godly and religions Woman. So
I bid you adien.

Josuva WerLpon.




[ 70]

LB T B R VI,

On. the Love of our Country,

Vincit Amor Patrize
Nefcio, qua Natale Solum Dulcedine cunétos
Mulcet, & Immemores non finit eﬂé Jui.

To John Modernal Efg; to be left at Man's
Coffee-Houfe, Charing-Crofs.

Sir,

AM very glad to hear by yours of the
15th, that you are got into 2 very noble
Poft in the Government, and I don’t queltion
but that you will behave yourfelf {o well.in it,
that you'll convince all Men you perfeétly well
deferv’d it: -~ You have impos'd a Task upon me,
which I cannot fo well difcharge, as the Impor-
tance of it, in my Opinion, requires ; becaufe
I am here in the Country entirely without
Books, and nothing but a very bad Memory to
“fupply me with thofe Inftances, which feem
neceflary on this Qccafion; however, I fhall
endeavour to do the beft I can.

You {ay you have heard a mighty Talk of
your Country, and of the Duty and Love which
every Man owes it, efpecially thofe who are in
any Poft of Truft or Power. I am pleas’d with
this Enquiry of yours, becaufe it {eems to Pave

\ ome
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fome Concern agreeable to the Sentiments of a
Patriot. Yes, Sir, it 1s moit certain, that there

is a Duty and Love due to your Country, that
is, to the political Society of which you are a
Member. *Tis true, in thefe modern Times, this
is what is very little known, and much lefs
thought on; every one now views the Publick
as a Property, a Dupe of which he is to
make the moft he can, without regard to the In-
tereft, or, even, Safety of the Publick ; not but
that we frequently hear a mighty Noife about
the publick Good, and have loud’ Clamours
againft the Male-adminiftration of the Men in
Power. But this is generally made by thofe
wha are out of Place, only to get in, that they
may do worfe than even thofe who went before
them ; and prove that the publick Intereft is the
leaft thing in queftion ; and that all the Struggle
is who fhall bubble the Nation. And this, in rea-
lity, is the ground of all our political Quarrels :
This is the true Rife of thofe raging Parties of
Whigzand Tory, which has brought {o long a
Diftrattion upon us; and I may fay, that all the
Alterations that have been made in the Perfons
who have poffefs’d our Offices of Truft and
Power, has only been to fhift Hands, and not to
get rid of the Evil: All this Noife and Buftle,
I fay, isnot to deliver us from being rid at all,
but who fhall ride us, whether Afles or Foxes ;
‘the Alfles feem the heavier Burthen ; and they
{ay that a Horfe tires fooner under an ill Rider
than under a good one.

There was another Spirit among the antient
Greeks and Romans, they had another Notion of
the Love of their Country ; it was a Point of
their Religion to ferve it without private Pro-

F 4 fpeits «
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fpe€ts : Thus Tully {ays, Omnibus qui Patriam
confervaverint, juverint, auxerint, certzss eft in celo O
definitres locns, ubi jempiterno gaudio perfrunntur beati;
that is, Theve # in Heaven a certain and fix'd
Place, where all thoje who bave either prefervd,
help'd or enlaigd their Country, erjoy_eternal Happi-
“nefs. Thus they made ccernal Happinefls the
‘Reward of being a good Patrict ; and, indeed,
upon very good Grounas, upon {overeign Rea-
fon ; for fince humane Society is the evident In-
Huitution of Heaven itfelf, it fcems a natural
Confequence, that thofe who contribute moft to
the Good and Benefit of that, have the beft
Claim to the Favour of Heaven ; and as hu-
mane Society in general is divided into feveral
particular Societies, and that each particular
has its proper Intereft to purfue, diftin& from
that of the gencral, and incompatible with fe-
veral of thofe which make up that General; it
neccllarily follows, that the Duty of Particulars
to Socicty is bounded by the Good of that
Society, of which each is a Member, and
without which particular Societies could not
{ubfift. .

I remember that there is, in the Fragments of
the divine Euripides, a Saying to this purpofe,
T hat he who praifes the Manners of another Country,
has in that bervay’d his own : And this Saying is
grounded on the very Nature of Things; for
we cannot praife the Manners of another
Country, without thinking them better than
thofe of our own; and when we once give that
Preference, we are eafily drawn in to efpoufe
the Intereft of that Country againft our own, as
of lefs Value and Eltcem in our own Opinions,

But
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But to produce this Love of our Country, it
is neceflary that the Conftitution of this Coun--
try, by being valuable, fhould deferve this
Love ; that is, it fhould be calculated fo evi-
dently for the Good and Happinefs of thofe
who conftitute this Society, that not to defend
it, would be to a& againft that Happinefs
which all Mankind defire. Humane Nature
covets Liberty, and where that is eftablifh’d, it
will be defended by every Member, as long as
they think juftly. But Liberty, you’ll fay, is a
Word of a dubious Signification: What there-
fore I mean by Liberty, is that the Society be
govern'd by Laws, made by the Confent of eve-
ry Particular, either in himfelf or in his Repre-
{entative, and not by the arbitrary Will of any
one Man, which never can have, or, at leaft,
never had a due and juft Regard to the Good
and Happinefs of the People.

It always has been in States conftituted in
this Manner, where this Love I {peak of has
been eminent, and fo facred, that very few have
ever dared to go againft it, tho’ under never fo
uneafy Circumftances and Sufferings from it.
Thus when Zhemiftocles was banifh’d Athens by
Oftracifm, for no other Crime than his Popula-
rity, he fled into Perfia, and was receiv’d very
favourably by the Great King, and the Revenue
of three Cities allotted him for his Maintenance;’
and fo an Qpportunity was offet’d him of reven-
ging his Difgrace upon his Country. For the Great
King having a Mind once more to try the
Power of Perfia againit the petty State of
Atbens, which had hitherto ftill worlted his
Armies; he declar'd Themiffocles his General,
pnder whofe Conduét he did not deubt of better

Succefs ;

ot
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Succefs; but that brave Hero, unable to refufe
the Command, rather chofe to poifon himfelf,
than lead an Enemy againft his Country.

This Love of our Country and Liberty was
fo fettled and facred a Principle amongft the
Grecians, that they eftablifh’d publick Rewards
for any Man that fhould kill 2 Tyrant: Thus
we find in Lucian a Conteflt betwixt two who
pretended to this Reward.

Among a thoufand Inftances of eminent Gre-
cians, whom Hiftory has recorded as wonderful
Patriots, I think there is fcarce one more re-
markable and touching than that of Tumoleon.
His Brother had ufurp’d the Sovereignty of Co-
rinth 5 Timoleon had a true Brotherly Love for
him; yet he not only endeavour’d to hinder
him from this Ufurpation, but often per-
{fnaded him to reftore the Liberty of his Coun-
try, to no purpofe: However, he gave this
fignal Proof of his natural Kindnels for his
Brother, that he brought him off when over-
power’d by his Enemies in Battle, even with
the Hazard of hisown Life. But yet, as dear
as his Brother was to him, the Liberty of his
‘Country was much dearer; and therefore he
headed a Confpiracy to redeem its Freedom
with the Lofs of his Brother’s Life, he being in
the Room while the reft difpatch’d him, and
which was not forgiven him by his own Mother,
and the reft of the Females of his Family, as
long as he livd. He pafs’d twenty Years after
this before he was taken notice of by the State;
but then Agents coming from Syracufa, to {oli=
cit the Corinthians to fend Forces into Sicily, to
deliver them from the Tyranny of Dionyfiss,
they rais’d three Thoufand Men, and fent

Timoleois
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Timoleon to command them. He arrives in
Sicily and f{ets the Syracufians free ; and, to pre-
vent any future Ufurpation, utterly deftroys the
Citadel which commanded the City, and was
always the Seat of the Tyrant, and kept the
City in awe. But the Benefits that Syracufa had
receiv’d from him, and the general Love of the
People for thofe Benefits, were not {uflicient to
fecure him from the malicious and envious
Affaults of two turbulent Fellows of that City,
who abufing the Liberty he had given them,
brought a publick Accufation againft him. The
People of Syracufa were {o enrag’d at their Impu-
dence, that they would have deftroy’d them,
had not Zimoleon himfelf interpos’d. N, Gentle-
men, {aid he, let them proceed in this legal Manner 3
for this have I fought, that no Man [hould be too
great to be accus’d. I will anfwer their Accufations
and if I clear not myfelf to the People of this City of
the Crimes they lay to my Charge, let me undergo the
Penalty of the Law, In fhort, he was heard, and
came oft with Applaufe. This fhows the Bene-
fit of Liberty, where all Men are liable to the
Law, and no one exempted from Juftice.

There is another Inftance among the Romans,
where the Power of natural AffeGion was too
weak to combat with the Love of the Country ;
and that was in Lucins Funiss Brutus, who, to fix
the Liberty of Rome, put to death two of his
own Sons, and feveral of his near Relations.
I fhall not mention Virginius’s {tabbing of his

> Daughter, by which he put an End to the

Tyranny of the Decemuiri; fince that A&ion
may feem to proceed from another Caufe, than
the immediate Service of his Country, which
was to fave his Daughter from being vitiated

by
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by Appius, one of the Ten, who out of Luft
had brought falfe Evidence to fwear that Pirginia
was his Slave, and not the Daughter of Virgi-
wins. 'T1his, indeed, was the Caufe that the
Romans threw off the Tyrannous Government
of the Decemviri, and reftor’d the Confulc. What
fhall I {ay of Fabricius, who refufed the Gold of
Pyrrbus, becaufe he would not touch a Prefent
from an Enemy, tho’ nothing was requir'd on
his Part but to accept it ?

Curtius {acrificed himfelf for the Good of
Rome, where a great Chafm happening to open
in the Earth, whence iflued unwholfome Vapours,
he jump’d into it alive to make it clofe again,
as the QOracle had promis’d. It would be end-
lefs to run over all the Inftances of this kind,
that the Roman Hiftory affords us before the Cor-
ruption of Rome, by the Conquelts and Effemi-
nacy of Afia. 1 fhall content myfelf only with
that of Regulus, whofe Heroick Conftancy is
prais’d by Horace, in one of his Qdes. The Fa&
was thus: Regulus, in the Carthaginian War, was
taken Prifoner, and carry’d to Carthage; that
State grew unealy by the War with the Romans,
and therefore fent Regulus to Rome on his Parole,
to return again to Carthage, provided he could
not prevail with the Romar People to make
Peace: When he came to Rome, he was {o far
from perfuading them to Peace, that he exhorted
them to continue the War, fince the State of
their Enemies Affairs was f{o defperate, that
they had no way of fecuring it, and putting a

top to the Progrefs of the Romar Arms, but
by a Peace. Having effeted his Defire he re-
turn’d to Carthage, contrary to the earneft Im-

portunities of his Friends, and was there put
to
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to a very torturing Death, being inclos'd in a
Barrel driven full of Nails, or Iron Spikes, and
{o roll’d down a Hill, which Cruelty the Romans
afterwards fuﬂicmntly reveng’d, by the Deftruc-
tion of their City.

Thefe are enough to give you a Tafte of that
Love of their Country which the Antients had,
and which is fo different from our general No-
tion of Things at this time a day, that it
founds like Romance. To attempt any thin
for the Service of your Country, tho’ in the Df
covery nf “the moft flagrant Curruptlons of any
"Offices, is call’d a Don ,meat{fm and laughd

at as ridiculous ; ~and it is certain, no oné ever .

‘yet endeavourd to difcover the Abufes of the
1 Huai!mg Office, Navy Office, Cuftom Houfe, and
the reft, but met with Ruin for his Reward.
'Hﬂwcver, let me recommend to you this old
antiquated Virtue, the Love of your Country ;
let not your Hand be imbrued in its Blood ; nor
do you joyn to haften that Ruin which {eems to
come with too great a Speed without you.

Thus I have given you an extempore Anfwer
to the Queftion you propnsd, if I have hit
your Meaning, I am fatisfy’d ; if not, upon bet-
ter Inftru&ions, 1 fhall endeavour to amend my
Defetts, who am,

Dear Sir,
Your faithful
bumble Servant,

Wit ANTIQUE
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I have a Word or two to add by way of
Poftfcript. It is a melancholy Confideration,
to reflect at how low an Ebb a Publick Spirit 1s
at this Time, when every one is wholly em-
ploy’d in the purfuit of {fome private End, moft
commonly very oppofite to the Publick Good.
But yet I believe we have no more Caufe to be
Melancholy than the reft of our Neighbours,
and all Times fince the Lofs of the Roman Li-
berty. It muft be confefs’d, for indeed it can-
not be deny’d, that all thofe noble Examples
hinted at in my Letter, were only to be found
in Commonwealths, they {pringing naturally from
that fort of Government ; and the Reafon feems
pretty plain, allowing that the beft A&ions
fpring from Sclf-Intereft or Self-Love, rightly
underftood. The Members of a Common-
wealth have no way to drive on their own par~
ticular Intereft, no Way to arrive at Power, but
by their Court to the People ; nor have they any
way of making that Court, but by great and
popular Ations, from whence the Good of the
Publick muft neceflarily follow : But in all Mo-
narchies, the Difpenfation of Power and Wealth
is in the Prince; and therefore thofe who aim at
cither, have nothing more to confider, than
how to gain his Favour; and that is moft ge-
nerally obtain’d, not by Virtue and A&ions be-
neficial to the Publick, but by a fine Addrefs in
. Flattering his Vices, and being fome way or
~ other ufeful to them. This has producd a

Maxim in Religion, quite contrary to that
- quoted
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quoted from Cicero, which is to make the Will
of a Prince a Sovereign Principle in Religion it-
felf, a DoG&rine that naturally deftroys all
“Thoughts and Aims at any Thing Great and
Glorious. And yet it is not all Commonwealths
that produce thefe Wonders: Zewice may be
call'd a Commonwealth, becaufe an Ariftocracy; -
but T cannot rememberany extraordinary Hero's
that City has given the World. No, it is only
thofe Commonwealths that have a prerty large
Mixture of a Democracy in them, as thofe of
Greece and Rome ; and as a Confirmation of this
Opinion, we may oblerve, that neither Greece
nor Rome ever produc’d one Man truly great, a
perfe& Lover of his Country, after the Lofs of
their Liberties.




DESCRIPTION

NEW ATHENS

Terra Auftralis incognita.

By one who refided many Y EA RS up-
on the Sror.

L. EST VLot ok
Sibi convenientia finge.

To J------ H—-- Efq; at his Houfe near
- Holborn, London.

Dear Sir,
pegsered| N my former I gave you an Account

> "I-
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;'---I 1 I of our Ship’s being caft away on the
. 84l Southern Coalt, without the Lofs of
_._a. 1,\1%,

AN any one Man, or much of its Cargo,
I let you know the Hardfhips we underwent in

an
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an uninhabited Country, and how, endeavouring
to make Difcoveries in our Long Boat, we tell
into the Hards of a very hofpitable People. 1
gave you alfo an Account of the feveral Cicies,
the Manners and Cultoms, through which we
pafs’d, and which were not very dificrent from
our own; the People being actuated by the fume
Paflions of Avarice, Envy and Malice, which
are fo common in Ewurope, divided by the fame
Fa&ions and Partics, both in Politicks and Re-
ligion ; and this, till we arriv’d at the Foot of
vait unpaflable Mountains, which Nature {eems
to have made as the Barrier berwixc thele
wretched People, and thofe happy Men who -
habit the other Side of it. You muft obferve,
that all thofe on this Side the Mountain were
originally Exiles banifh’d from the other Side

for Crimes which would not be fufier’d among

them; fuch as Avarice, Ingratitude, unchriftian
Dealing, Luft, and the like ; and they are {till the
Receptacle of all thofe who are punifh’d for
fuch Offences on the other Side the Mountain,
and have Governors in every City fent from
them. This was the Subftance of my laft Let-
ter. Being come to the Foot of thefe Mcun-
tains, which run from North-Eaft to South-Wett,
near fifteen hundred Miles, we were ordered to
get ready to pafs them; which we did in this
very ftrange Manner : The Place of our Paflage
was almolta perpendicular Precipice ; we enter’d
into a fort of a Room or great Coach, which
held about fourteen. There when we were feat-
¢d, with {uch things as were neceflary for us in
our Paffage, and the little Baggage that cach of
us had brought with us, we were drawn up by
Pullies about threefcore Yards to the firft land-

G ing

ol A



[ 82 ]

ing Place, which was done by a hotlow Wheel,
- Slaves turning it by walking in it like Tum—
fpits at B} :ﬁa! Bemng come to the firft landing
Place, our Machine was immediately thruft for-
ward into another Pully, and we drawn three-
fcore Yards higher to the next landing Place,
and fo on, till we came near the Summit of the
Mountain ; when we left our Machine, and
came into a very large fair Plain, from whence
we furvey’d a moft elicious Country, diverfi-
fy’d wicth eafy Hills, pleafant Vallies, winding
Ruvers, {mall Seas, Iflands, Towns, Cities and
Villages. Two, among the reft, were evidently
remarkable for their Largenefs; one feem’d to
{tand in the Sea, which, I was told, was called
Athens ; the other upon the Continent, much
larger than the former, upon a very fine River
at a little Diftance from the Sea; and this was
‘called Romana, the Imperial City or Capital of
all this Place that we {aw; and was full of
thining Domes and Spires, which almoft dazled
our Eyes at that Diftance. About this pleafant
Plain, upon the Mountain, were fcatrer’d feveral
Houfes of Entertainment, fit to receive, with
all Manner of Convenience, fuch Paflengers as
were permitted to come thar Way : In the midft
was a f{pacious Hall, or Court of ]acucatufe,
where proper }udges were affign’d to examine
every particular Perfon. But before we came to
our Examination,we were ordered to refreth
ourfelves, and wait the Arrival of the reft of
our Ship’s Crew," who were all brought up by
the next Return of the Machine ; and who ha-
ving likewife refrefh’d thcmfelves, we were all
brought into the Hall, and each Man’s Baggage
{ct by him, which, as well as ourfelves, were
- examin’d.
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examin’d. Mine confifted chiefly of Books, par-
ticularly Poets, {uch as Ben Fobnfon, Shakelpear,
Beaumont and Fletcher, Milton, and many of the
Clafficks, both Greek and Latin. 1 thoughe I dif-
cover’d a particular Satisfaétion in the Judge
at what he faw; and calling me to him, he told
me, that he was pleas’d that Fortune had given
him an Opportunity of obliging the curious A4-
thenians, by fending them a Perfon that feem’d {o
agreeable to their Inclinations, and to oblige me
- by allotting me an Abode in the moft Learned
and Polite City in the World : For tho’ he did
not underftand great Part of my Books, trey
being in a ftrange Language; yet by thofc chat
he faw in Greek and Latin, he concluded me
worthy of the Favour he defign’'d me. This
Spacch he made to me in tole rable Latiin, tho'
often mix’d with Words that nothing but the
Senfe of what he faid, could make me under-
ftand. The Examination of the reft of out
Crew took up .fome time, and I was fain to
play the Interpreter wich that little Latin 1 had,
to expedite their Dhfpatch; but this being at
laft all over, there came in an Officer, who
mark’d every one of us in the Face with a moft
lovely and beautiful Ilower, which was fo far
from being a Mark of lnfamy, that it was our
Security and Honour ; for by that every one
was oblig’d, wherever we came, to receive and
ufe us with Refpeét and Hofpi L;ﬂlty- But ano- ¢
ther Ufe of thxs Mark was to hinder us from
ever going out of theit Country, lelt by the Dif-
covery we had made, we fhould bring others to
invade it. All the Governors therefore of the !
Frontiers had expre(sOrders to let no one pafs
who had that Mark, which was made with {g |
Ga {ubflﬁ ;
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fubtle a Juice, that no Pains or Wath cou’d ever
remove it.

Now the Time was come when we were to
be {eparated, and every one fent to fuch Town
or City as the Judge thought was proper for his
Inclinations and Capacity. Of all our Crew, 1
had but one that was permitted to go with me
to Athens, and he was an extraordinary Mashe-
matician, and very expert in making Draughts
neceflary for the forming of Maps. We were
allow’d fome time for our taking Leave of each
other ; which Ceremony being over, I and my
Companion being plac’d with one of the Coun-
try, 1n a lictle Cﬂmf? or fort of Chaife, {fet for-
ward in the ﬁ}llnwing Manner.

The Declivity of the Mountain, on the other
Side, is not near fo ftecp as that by which we
came into the Plain, and yet it 1s more fteep
than any Hill I ever pafs’d in my Life ; tho’ I
have gone down the Alps into Piedmont. 'Tho’
this Paflage be very {witt, yet it is likewife ve-
ry fecure ; the Road is no broader than juft to
conrain the Vehicle into which you are put;
which being plac’d in two Groofs, runs down
with great Rapidity to the Foot of the Hill. Pa-
rallel to this Road there is another, by which
People alcend to the Plain; for they never afcend
and defcend by the fame Road, and therefore are
never in Danger of falling foul upon one another:
Being come down the H:Il at an Inn at the
Foot of it, we were furnifh ’d with another Cha-
riot that braught us in 2 few Hours to a pret-
ty Sca-port, where having refrefh’d onrfelves for
three or four Days, we tcok Shipping and fail’d
directly to Arﬂnem, and the Wind being fair, we
arriv'd there in about eleven or twelve Hours.

This
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This City {tands upon a {mall Peninfula, the
broadeft Part of which is not above four Miles
over; and it is confiderably rais’d above the Sca,
and fortify’d by Nature with a Ridge of little
Hills from the very Continent to the End of the
Peninfula, which is near four and twenty Miles.
‘Thefe little Hills have, by an incredible Appli-
cation and Labour, for ten Miles together, been
work’d into a fort of a Wall, broad cnough for
three or four Coaches to go on a-brealt, and all
planted with Rows of fhady Trees, which fup-
ply the Citizens with a Detence, as well as the
molt agreeable Prominade in the World. The
City is about eight Miles long, and near four
over, and is divided into four Parts by four
Canals, which pafs from the Sea through ir, to
the little Creek of the Sea thar divides the Pei-
infula from the Continent for above twenty
Miles, and is about a Mile and half over, and
makes a moft commodious and fafe Harbour fot
all their Shipping.

Every one of thele Canals is about fifty Yards
in Breadth, and {o far from the Surface of the
Streets, that the Sides arve fill’d with convenient
and capacious Store-houfes, where allthe Goods
and Merchandize brought in by the Shipping,
are placed without incumbering the Streets with
heavy Carriages ; and hence they are brought
up by Cranes, and difpers’d as Qccafion r:-
quires. Over thefe Canals there are feveral Brid-
ges, all of one Arch, tho’ fo very wide, that the
Rialto of Venice is but a Bauble to them. The
Town is built of a curious white Stone, and
with perfect Regularity ; the Streets being in an
exaét Line from ont Ead of thg City to thg o-

G 3 ther.
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ther. In the Center of the City ftands a moit
noble Rotoundo, which may be call’d its Cathedral,
or Epifcopal Church; befides which, there are
ten magnificent Churches in each Divifion of
the City, which makes the whole Number one
and forty : Each of thefe Churches ftands in the
middle of a Square, aund hasa Coridore fupport-
ed by fine Pillars, in which the Congregation
take a Walk, and pafs through them to the
Church. All the great Streets are fill’'d with
the magnificent Houfes of the principal Citizens,
the Celeges and Schools of the Students, and
Halls of Judicature ; all the Shops and Places of
Trade are in the lefler Streets; but thofe leffer
Streets are of a greater Width than Cheapfide.
One thing is remarkable, That there is no Trade
that is offenfive to the Nofe, the Eyes or Ears,
that is permitted to be in the City itfelf : Thus
Butchers, Poulrerers, Smiths, Wafher-women,
and the like, are confin’d to little Suburbs di-
vided from the City by a f{mall Canal, whofe
Strects are every Morning wafh’d by Waters
from certain Engines, which throw a Stream
throngh every Street, that carries off all the
Filth that fuch Trades produce. There is no-
thing finer than the High-Street, which, for
cight Miles together, leads you up to the Roy-
al Palace, a moft magnificent Pile, and wotthy
{fo Noble a City. The Gardens and Walks be-
longing to this Palace, are contriv'd both for
Pleafure and Ufe ; for at the fame time that the
River, which runs from the Continent over the
Neck of Land that joins the Peuinfula to it, is
divided into an hundred Channels to fupply
the Water-works ; 1t 1s thence convey’d into the

City,
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City, to furnith frefh Water to all the Inhabi«
tants. ‘The Palace is not only for the Refidence
of the King, but the Reception of the Arespa-
gus, or Chiet Council of the Nation, and to
lodge all fuch Ambafladors as come from Friends;
thole who come from the barbarous Nations in
the moft Southerly Parts of that Tra& of Land,
are never permitted to lie in the City, but rather
forc’d to remain aboard their own Ships, or to
be a fort of Prifoners, during their Negotiations,
in the Citadel, which ﬁands upon the Jfih-
LS

Thus I have given you a fhort Dﬂﬁ:r:ptmn of
the City of New Athens itfelf, which, tho’ won-
derful in all its Parts, iIs far lefs valuabic for its
Structure, than for the Excellence of its Inhabi-
tants; of which I thall treat in the following Part
of my Letter, having firft inform’d you of my
Reception at my Arrival.

We were no {ooner landed, but we were con-~
duéted to the Hofpital of Strangers, a Pile of
Building equatly admirable for its Magnificence
and Convenience. There are no Inns n this
City for the Reception of Strangers, they are
always the Care of the Publick, and are provi-
ded ‘all Neceffaries and Conveniencies by Ofh-
cers, who are anfwerable for any Indignity or
Abufe to any Stranger, either in his Lodging or
Diet, which are fupplied by the Government at
the moft eafy Rate; but thenno one is permit- -
ted to ftay in this Hofpital longer than a Fort-
night : So that if their Bufinefs require a longer
time, they provide themfclves with Lodgings
in the Houfes of fome of their Friends or Ac-
quaintance. To this Place my Friend and I
were conduéted, with all our Baggage, where

Ga | we
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we remain’d till the King had receiv'd the Let-
ters fent with us, and ordered fuch to attend us
as he thought moft fit and capable of giving him
a full Account of our Merits and Abilities. Eve-
ry Morning we were imvited to go to Church,
and offer up our Prayers after our own Way ;
for thatis a Duty which no one of this City of
what Degree, Age or Station foever, is permit-
ted to negleét, unlefs hinder’d by Sicknefs.

The firflt Bufinefs that we were fet about, was
to learn their Language ; to the obtaining a
Malftery in which, my little Skill in the Greek
was no {mall Help ; fcr tho’ their Tongue be
very much alter’d from the ancient Greek, yet it
retains not only the Charaéter, but many of the
Radical Words of the Artick Diale&. The Care
of my Inftrc&or, with my own Diligence and
Application, made me fuch a Proficient, that I
could, in two Months time, talk it almoft as
- well as a Native; and in two Months more,
was able to tranflate any thing out of Englifh
into it. But T have forgot to tell you, that as
foon as I had Infiruétors ordered me by the
King, I was remov’d from the Hofpital of the
-Strangers, into a very pleafant Apartment in the
College of the Mufes, where I enjoy’d all things
that were any ways ncceflary to make my Life
cafy and pleafant; and as I grew a greater Maf-
ter of their Langnage, my Pleafure was heigh-
ten’d by the Converfation of the moit Polite, as
well as the moft Humane of all Mankind; and
which confirm’d me in a Maftery of their
‘Tongue fooner than I could elfe have accom-

lith’d it: They omitted ne Means of rendring
their Inftrutions agreeable, as well as ufeful, -
watehing mv Inclinations and Humour with &hat
A
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Carc and Nicety, that they would be {ure never
to make my Leflons tedious or burthenfome.
But now I was to give fome Proof of my Study,
by tranflating fome of our Exg/gh Poets into
their Language : I chofe the Sanfon Agonifles of
Miltor to begin with, as finding his Way of
Writing in that, more like their Tragedies than
any other of our Englih Poets. 'They were fo
pleas’d with this Performance, that it wasthew’d
to the King, who was a Prince of an admirable
Genius himfelf, and ordered me, upon it, to be
admitted into the Number of the Athenian Poets,
with a handfome Penfion for my Maintenance ;
and Dire&ions were given for the tranfcribing
and acting the Tragedy of Samfon Agoniftes, as
foon as the Chorus’s could be fer to Mufick, the
Actors taught, and the Copy publifh’d ; for it is
a Cultom here, that no Play is ro be acted, till
it 1s publifb’d, and in every body’s Hand ; that
having petus’d it with Sedatenefs and Judgment
i their Clofets, they fhould not be brib’d by
the Beauty of Reprefentation, to give an erro-
neous Judgment of the Poet’s Performance ; but
I found by the Tedioufnefs of the Publication,
that how ingenious foever they were, they knew
nothing of the Art of Printing. 1 perfuaded my
{elf I could not oblige them more, than by gi-
ving them what Infight I could into this Inven-
tion : Nor was I miftaken, for they heard me
with Rapture; and having acquainted the King
with it, 1 was ordered to difcourfe the Matter
at an Aflembly of the irtuofi, where the King
himfelf prefided. In order to make my Difcourfe
the clearer, I got feveral Letters made after my
own Model, and a Compofing-Stick according
o my Directions, and with their Help, made the
Matter

L
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Matter {o plain, that the King ordered me to
fit down at the Board, and, with his own Hands,
plac’d on my Head a Wreathof Golden Laurel,
with this Aflurance, That I thould always have
his Protettion. .

’Tis an amazing thing to think with how much
Speed they arrivid at a Perfe@ion in it; for they
now print with much more Corre&nefs and
Delicacy than any Part of Eurape.

I was not alone in the Favours I receiv’d from
the New Athenians, my Comrade had his Share;
he was a Man of admirable Parts, tho” he had
found but little Encouragement in Eugland ; he
was a very good Mathematician, and had a great
Genius for Building of Ships, and ‘was accord-
ingly received by the Intendant of the Marines,
and had his Apartment allotted him in the Col-
lege of the Admiralty. The Naval Force of
thefe Countries confifts in a fort of low-built-
Gallies and Galliots ; for, knowing nothing of
the Ufe of Guns, thofe were thought fufficient
to cope with the barbarous Nations, who liv’d
near the Southern Pole, and with whom only
they ever had any Wars.

My Comrade firft made them a Model of one
of our Men of War, with which they were
fo well pleafed, that they ordered feveral to
be built according to it. In the mean time
my Comrade, to make his Service the more
compleat, difcourfed with them about the Ulfe
of Guns and Guupowder 5 but it being a difficule
Matter to make them apprehend what he meant,
without an Experiment, the Materials for the
Compofition of Gunpowder being pretty plenti-
ful in that Country, and he bemng perfectly well

skill’d in the making of it, it was not long €’er
e
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he had a fufficient Quantity to fhow them the
wonderful Force of it. They were the more
pleas’d with this Invention, becaufe there hap-
pen’d then to be a Difcourfe of a new Invafion
from the barbarous Natives, who are a hardy
martial People, and delight in War. '

By that time the Ships were built, my Com-
rade had got a pretty Quantity of Gunpowder,
and great Guns enongh to equip his new Arma-
da, and likewife to plant feveral upon the Walls
of the City, onthat fide which was next to the
Sea. But the King, that he might not give any
Umbrage to the great Emperor of Romana, dif-
patch’d Ambafladors to him to let him know
the wonderful Difcoveries this Stranger had made,
with Aflurances of fending him to him, when-
ever he fthould command, that he might not want
thofe Advantages againft the common Enemy,
which feem’d of that Importance to the publick
Satety.

But before any Anfwer could come to this
Embafly, the Barbarians, without ever declaring
any War, had fill'd thofe Seas with their Ships,
which made up, by their Number, that Terror,
which their Bulk could not give ; they were
about three hundred Sail, and made dire&ly for
New Athens, to the great Terror of that City.
But my Comrade, in the midft of this Confter-
nation, undertook to fight and difperfe all this
Barbarian Armada with only the Ships that he
had built, and five Hulks of old Veflels, of
which he had made Fire-fhips, a thing unknown
in that Country before. I think the Number of
our Fleet, befides the Fire-thips, was but feven,
the biggelt of which came fiot up to our Third
Rates ; With thefe my Comrade fail’d out of

the
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the Port, and went to meet the Enemy, who
being flufh’d with the Succefs of their fudden
Irruption, came up with us, and foon furround-
ed our little Fleet, but were fomething fur-
priz’d at the Largenefs of their Make. We foon
fet our Firethips among them, which they f{ur=
rounded and grappled with great Expedition,
_{o far, that they could not difengage themfelves,
“when they found them all on Fire, which put
them into a very great Confufion ; and this
was very much encreas’d when we began to give
them Broad-fides, which {oon put ’em to flight,
thinking that the Gods themielves were come
down in Thunder to punifhcheir Treachery.

In fhort, we took, funk and difpers'd the
whole Fleet, fcarce twenty of which got home
to their own Country, to the no {mall Satif-
fa&ion of our Athenian Mafters, who were too
generous and grateful, not to give a Reward to
the Conqueror equal to his Merits : He was
immediately made free of that Nation, had a
publick Triumph, and was prefented with Roy-
al Gifts, being admitted to the King’s own
Table, who immediately ordered him to pre-
pare to go with the greater Part of his new
Fleet to Romana, and f{ent Deputies with him
to prefent him to the Emperor, and give an
Account of all that had pa{s'd, and the great
Deliverance the whole Chriftian Common-
wealth in thofe Parts had receiv’d from him.

It is out of my way to give an Account of
the noble Reception he met with, and the Ho-
nours that were paid him on his Arrival at
Romana ; it is {uflicient to let you know that he
was treated like a Sovereign Prince, and a par-
ticular Inftrument fent by Heaven to check the

Infolence
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Tnfolence of the Barbarians, who by their fre-
quent Irruptions difturb’d that Tranquility
which all thofe Nations otherwife enjoy’d; for
you muft underftand, that all the Countries for
above fiftcen hundred Miles every way are
Chriftians, and tho’ confifting of feveral Go-
vernments, they all hold it an unpardonable
Crime for one Chriftian State to make War
with another ; to avoid which, there is a gene-
ral Council compos’d of Deputies from the fe-
veral Nations, who hear and amicably decide
all Difputes that may arife betwixt Nation and
Nation. This Overthrow of the Barbarians gave
long Peace to this Country, during which my
Comrade furnifh’d Romana and all its Depen-
dencies with Arms according to the Manner of
Europe, and 1iv'd in great Splendour and Repu-
tation, in which I fhall leave him, to return to
my Account of Athens.

I told you of my Tranflation of Milon’s Sam-
Jon Agonifies, which being now ready to beac-
ted, it was perform’d at four Theatres in one
Day; for you muft know, every Quarter of
Athens has a Theatre for the Reprefentation of
‘Tragedies, in which, fome Tragedy or other
is perform’d every Night; befides which there
is a fifth Theatre in the Royal Palace, which is
only made ufe of for the Entertainment of Fo-
reign Princes when they come to that City, as
they do once a Year from all Parts of that Con-
tinent, of which Number, the Emperor of Ro-
mana is always one. To defcribe them all would
be fuperfluous, 1 fhall only make a fhort De-
{cription of that in the Royal Palace, after the
Model of which the reft are built: The Stage is
one hundred Foot broad, the Place of the Au-

dience



[ 94 ]

dience 1s a Segment of a Circle of above two
hundred Foot Diameter; it is divided into what
we call a Pit and Boxes, with only one Gallery
over ; but the Boxes are divided in the Middle
from each other by a fort of Throne or Royal
Seat, where the King and Regal Family fit to
behold a Tragedy. This Throne firetches out
about a dozen Foot into the Pit, and is fup-~
ported on each Side by rich and coftly Pillars,
either of Silver or Gold, or of precious Stone,
much more - beautiful than Porphyry ; over the
Canopy ate feveral Figures of Angels, two of
which fupport an Imperial Crown, all whofe
. precious Stones are composd of Lights which

1lluminace the Place; two larger Angels, who
. Ttand more forward to the Pit, fupport a fort of
a Sun, whence iflue illuftrious Beams that en-
lighten the whole Theatre, without any Sconces
as we have, and by Confequence without all
that filthy Smoak which our Candles make.
This Sun throws his Beams npwards and down-
wards as well as dire&tly forward, by which
you difcover the Beauty of the Cieling, which
1s a fine Cupola, form’d by a Malfter in the
Art of Perfpe&ive ; for tho’ the Ceiling be flat,
and defcends towards the Stage for the conve-
nience of {preading the Sound, yet you would
imagine it a lofry %ume. Befides thefe Illumi-
nations, there come others from two fide Pil-
lars upon the Stage, which make the Place of
Aé&ion very bright and glorious. The Stage here
differs from ours, it being broad and fhallow,
the Depth being made out, when Occafion re-
quires it, by admirable Paintings in Perfpective;
and indeed the Painting of the Scenes is fo ad-

mirable, that 1 dare believe a London Audience,
as
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as whimfical as it is in that Particular, would
not want that ridiculous Variety which they
now poflefs by the Change of Scenes; for they
never change here any more than they did in
old Athens, where fuch vaft Expence was made
ufe of for the Adornment of the Stage, wich-
out any fuch fhifting of Scenes, as 1s now in
ufe in Eungland. This is a fhort and imperfe@
Account of the principal Theatre in New Atheus :
The other Theatres are equally large, and bear
fome Proportion to the Beauty and Richnefs.
One thing I had forgot, and that is, an Account
of the-Seats of the Audience, which are not Ben-
ches as in our Theatres, but diftin& Seats, by
which Means, tho” they are plac’d in a fort of 2
Semicircle, every one of the Audience fets with
his Face to the Stage, and fo participates eqnal-
ly both in the Sight and the Hearing. This is
enough as to the Place of Reprefentation; but
as to the Perfons who make this Reprefentation,
they are likewife very different from what we
have among us. There is none admitted to be an
Acor or Aérefs from out of the Dregs of the
People, nor who*have the leaft Stain upon
their Reputation; and as they are fuppos’d to
be born of Parents of Credit, fo they muft be
more than commonly Educated, tho’ the com-
mon Education here would pafs for extraordi-
nary elfewhere. ‘The Men, befides their Learn-
ing 1in Hiftory and Poertry, are all taught Paint-
ing or Defigning, by which they learn not only
graceful Poftures for themfelves, and {uch as are
agreeable to the very Paffions, but alfo how to
difpofe their Supernumeraries or Mute Perfons
into fuch Groupes, as may render them agree-
able, if not beautiful’to the Audience. To this .

pur-
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purpofe likewife they are not a Company of
Ragamuffins, OIld, Young, - Tall and Short,
Awkward and Clumfey, and Ill-dreft as with
us; but all proper young handfome Fellows,

about fix Foot high, and well Dreft, as well as
perfet in Dancing and a graceful Motion, by
which the whole Reprefentation becomes So-
lemn and Touching. The Women are likewife
taught Hiftory and Poetry, and perfedly in-
firucted in the Action and Gefture, Figure and
Motion, proper to every Charaéter and Paffion;
both the Men and the Women are extreamly
careful of obferving the Decorum of the Re-
prefentation, a Negle@ in which is here unpar-
donable, and look’d upon as an infufferable In-
folence ofter’d to the Audience. With fuch Ac-
tors, and on fuch a Stage, I was infinitel

pleas’d to {ee old Mi/ton perform’d ; the Chorus’s
were compos’d with wonderful Art, the Mufi-
cal Notes being perfe@ly adapted to exprefs the
Words with the greateft Harmony ; and they
feem indeed to have retain’d that Genius for
Mufick of which we hear {uch Wonders in the
Authors of Antiquity. I cannot {ay, that Sam-
Jon Agoniftes was a Tragedy equal to many of
their own, and yet thro’ the Humanity of the
People it was receivd with the higheflt Ap-
plaufe. This having pleas’d em fo well, I was
importun’d to give them fome more of the Pro-
duéts of our Nation; but I, who perceiv’d their
admirable Tafte, would fain have been excus’'d
from a Task whence I expe&ed fo little Applaufe.
However, having Otway's Orphan, and Venice
Preferv’d, 1 tranflated them, but met not with
that Satisfation which I flatter’d myfelf they

would give my Performance: But at the fame
time
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time that they acknowledg’d the Poet’s Maftety
in the Draught of the Paffions, efpecially that
of Pity, they aflur'd me that his Breach of
the Unity of Place had render’d their Stage in-
capable of reprefenting them. 8,

I thought it was in vain after this; to pre-
tend to give them any thing of Beaumont and
Fletcher, or even of Shakefpear himfelf, However;
I inform’d Hermogenes, one of the Society o
Poets, of the Method follow’d by Shakefpear in
all his Plays; and to give him the greater In-
fluence, I tranflated many of his Tepicks into
their Language, which pleas’d them infinitely ;
but I told him that this Poet was entirely igno-
rant of the Rules of the Drama, and therefore
that all his Plays were but {fo many Pieces of
Hiltory, which by confequénce could have no
Moral, and were of little Ufe or Importance.

Notwithftanding there are four Theatres in
this City, there were no Comedies aéted in any
of them, upon which I gave them a Verfion of
the Alchymift of Ben Fobufon, exprefling my
Wonder at their Negle¢t of that Poem, which
yet had its Rife as well as Tragedy in ancient
Greece. “Tis true, faid Hermogenes, that Greece
gave beginning to Comedy as well as Tragedy ;
but the former was never fo much encourag'd
by the wife State of O/d Athens; as the latter.
Comedy, indeed, was born in the Villages
among(t the meaneft {ort of People, and always
retain'd fomething of the Licentioufnefs and
Rutfticity of its Original, and was even in thofe
Days look’d on, as a lower and lefs valuable
Entertainment, as being more adapted to the
Gufto of the Vulgar, whofe Lives, Converfa-

tions and Adventures were the general Subjeé}-
H ok
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of that Poem, The old Comedy was but 2
fort of publick Lampoon, which was made ufe
of to fet the very Mob againft {ome of the
moft eminent Citizens. There is an Exam-
ple of this in the Fate of the Divine Socrates, .
the Cry againft whom was firlt fet on foot by
Avriftophanes, the moit eminent of all the old Co-
mick Poets, whofe Licentioufnefs at laft grew
to that height, that the Government was fain
to fupprels the Chorus, in which the greateft
part of the Abufe was generally contain’d. Af-
ter this arofe the new Comedy, in which the
Names of the Dramatick Perfons were not real,
-as in the former, but fiétitious; and the Sub-
ject generally {fome Adventure of an old Cove-
tous Father, his Son, and fome Whore, with
the Humouss of Dawvus, Chremes, or fome other
impertinent Servant, who generally manag’d the
old Gentleman for the Advantage of the Son
and his Miltrels : Menander was the great Maf-
ter of this new Comedy, and he was followed
among the Romans by Terence, who, like all

other Copiers, fe!l very much fliort of his Qri~
Tak |
“" As for this Author of your Country, whofe
Alchymift you have given us, he {eems much
more excellent than either Terence or Menander ;
and yetr with all his Excellence, I am very well
affur’d he would not be receiv’d in this Country,
for the following Reafons: Firft, becaunfe the
Ridicule, which is eflential to this Poem, is what
we have the utmoft Averfion to, fince it is the
Nature of that to divert us from thinking fe=
rioufly of Things ; and is, by confequence,. a
“great Enemy to Realon and juflt Thinking. In
“zhe next Place, T thank Heaven we have m}n?
0
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of thofe Vices and Follies among us, which re=
quire this *fort of Remedy. Beyond the Moun-
tains, indeed, where the irregular Appetites of
Mankind prevail too much, Comedy may be of
fome ufe, and is therefore allow’d on; while
‘Tragedy is neither defir'd by them, nor per-
mitted to them: It is the finer Spirits only with
~ which this Country is generally bleit, that can
raife their Souls to fo {ublime and rational a
Pleafure as that of Tvagedy, and which 1 am
apt to believe we have in the moit perfeét State
of any Nation in the World.
 Thefe Reafons were {ufficient to fatisfy mie,
that Comedy was a Province not to be attémp-
ted in this Place.

One Day Hermogenes ask’d me if I had no
more Poems of that Author who had written
the Samfon Agoniftes. 1reply’d, that Thad an ex~
cellent one call’d Paradife Loff, which was in

reat efteem in our Country, notwithftanding
1ts general ill Tafte of good Poetry : Irun over
the feveral Arguments of the Books to himi ex-
“tempore, which pleas’d him {o well, that he
got the King’s Order for my dpplying mayfelf
wholly to tranflate it into their Tongue, and
which I had but juft finifh’d before I loft the
Happinefs of thofe fortunate Regions, by an
Accident which I fhall tell you before I clofe
this Account. _

Before 1 difmifs this Point of Poetfy, I muft
tell you the Method of their accepting or re-
jecting any Dramatical Piece: The Players, as
learned and judicious as they are, have no
hand in the determining the Merit of any Tra-
gedy, or whether it thall have the Benefit of a

publick Reprefentation or not ; that is decided
H i by
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by the Body of Criticks and Poets, who have
their principal Refidence in the College of the
Mufes; and that no Favour or Affe&ion, or
any Prejudice to the Author may influence
them in their Judgment, no Author is to be
known till after the Performance of his Piece,
under this Penalty, that it fhall not be aéed if
the Author be not kept entirely fecret; for tho’
the Judges are Men of eminent Candor, as well
as Learning and great Genius, yet to remove all
poflible Prejudice to Merit, this Caution is in-
violably obferv’d ; and that the Judges may not
be teaz’d with Plays of little Value, every Au-
thor is oblig’d to fend in firft a Plan of his Fable,
which if approvd, publick Notice is given that
he may fend in the T ragedy itfelf: And then if
the Performance, in the Manners, Sentiment and
Dittion, be any ways anfwarable to the Excel-
lence of the Fuble, the Play is ated without any
more trouble to the Author, without any flavifh
Solicitation of either the Players or Parties.
Whereas in Eigland there is nothing lefs con-
fider’d than the Merits of the Piece, if the Au-
thor can make an Intereft with the Players, and
fome lcadmg Men of the Town; that is gene-
rally enough to furnith him with the Succefs he
d?ﬁrées, let his Piece be never fo indifferent in
itfelf.

The {fame Method is obferv’d in New Athens,
in regard of all other Poems; for the Author is
never known till the Fate of what he has written
is decided ; by which means the Thing, and
not the Name, prevails in the publick Ap-
plaufe.

I hau mention ’d the College of the Mufes:
It is a large and noble Pile of Building, and its

Apart~
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Apartments extreamly pleafant and convenient ;

every Member has, atleaft, four Rooms, and 2

‘pretey little private Garden; for the College
ftanding jult by the Walls, the Members for

larger Walks afcend the Ramparts, which T -

have told you are fet with Rows of fhady
Trees. In the College there is a publick Hall,
in which the Members are oblig'd to dine to-
gether, at leaft, twice a Week ; where, after
Dinner, which is generally about two a Clock,
they {pend two or three Hours in learned Dif-
courfe, held up by the Benefit of a Bottle of
the fineft Wine in the World. Befides the Hall,
there is likewife a very pretty Chappel, where
Prayers are perform’d every -Morning and Eve-
ning. And thus much for the Poctical Part of
New Athens.

There are, befides this College of the Mufes,
feveral others of a very magnificent Stru&ure,
efpecially that of the Nobles, where not only the
Nobility of all this Country are educated, but
all fuch of Quality who come from the other
P.rts to Study at Athens, the Number of which
1S very great. ;

Befides all the Colleges, which are too nu-
merous for me to mention, there are in every
Parith publick Schools, in which the Children
of every Parifhioner are oblig’d, till fifteen
Years of Age, to be inftruéted in all manner of
Literature, of which their Age is capable;
nor are their Infiru&ors fuch wretched ignorant

Fellows, as teach in your Charity-Schools at <~

London, but Men of Probity as well as Lear-
ning, who are capable of teaching their Pupils
what they ought to learn, both in the Duties of
Religion and that of the State; tho’ in this

| e Country,

£ -
- '.g_lun.i-dﬂ-"
i
.



i il

[ 102 ]

Country, indeed, they are very nearly related,
fince all the moral Doctrines of the New Telta~
ment are incorporatred into the municipal Laws,
which brings me to a fhort Confideration of the
Religion of thefe People.

They are here all Chriftians, and may be
truly {o call’d, fince, as I have obferv’d, the
Precepts of the Gofpel are the Laws of the
Land, and a Breach of them is punifh'd by the
Civil Magiftrate : Thus, if a Man be found
guilty of 2 Breach of the Precept of doing as
you would be done by, he is certainly fin’d or
imprifon’d ; or, upon a frequent Tranigreffion
that way, banifh’d beyond the Mountains,

“which is look’d upon to be the greateft Punifh-

ment that can be infliGed upon them. The

‘Seripture 1s in the vulgar Tongue, and read by

every one; and yet there 1s no Difpute about
Opinions in Faith, which is avoided chiefly by
this Maxim ; that no Word or Term be admit-
ted that is not exprefly found in tk . Gofpel it-

delf: Thus, tho’ there are feveral who believe

the Subftance and Matter of the Trinity, yet
the Word, as being the Invention of Man, is
not {uffer’d to be made ufe of, but every Man
left to his own Judgment, to believe or not be-
lieve all manner of Speculations, which have ot
may be drawn from any Expreflions in the New
Teftamenr; f{o that thefe great Grounds of
Quarrel, Diflention and Animofity, which rage
fo much in other Parts of the Chriftian World,
and turn the Gofpel of Peace and Love into
Confufion and Hatred, arc here utterly unknown;
for they believe that the principal Bufinefs of
the Golpel is to regulate, improve, and perfect
out Morals, to render us a&ive in the Duties of
e Brotherly

[ AR
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Brotherly Love, and the Love of the fupreme
Being And this, “they fay, 1s the Chriltian
Rehgmn, for they fnd, when our Saviour
comes to Judgment, he dms not condemn or
reward any Man for hLis {peculative Opinions,
tho’ never {o pompous and magnificent towards
himfelf ; but for their not doing or doing the
Duties of Charity to one another: And this is
{o fixt in them, that if any Quarrel happen be-
tween two Pcrﬁms, which 1s very {eldom, one
does not reproach the other with being of High-~
Church or Low-Church, or any ether Denomi-
nation {prung from the difference of Opinion;
but they cry, you have not done as you would
be done by, you have done that to another,
which you would not have another do to you.
And indeed, Oppreflion of the Poor, is a thing
that cannot come into this Country; for all
working People, of what Trade foever, have
certain Prices and Pa}, meats fixt to their Labour,
as is fuflicient to maintain them, their Families
and Dependants, And if a great Dealer em-
ploys any under Workman, and abate him of his
Price, as with us; or it any Workman can
prove that he was employ’d by the greateft Man
in the City, he can recover his ftated Price of
him, notwithftanding any Agreement to the

contrary. ) |
- Their Ecclefiaftical Government is divided
into Deacons, Elders and Bifhops; for they
will not allow of the Name of Prieft, as being
a Word not juftified by Scripture, there being
no fuch Order mention'd in the Gofpel; the
Deacons are a fort of Helpmﬂets tQ the Eldf:rq
of which there are three in every Parith (Ju.rch
who officiate in faying of Prayers twice every
5 G Day,
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Day, and Preaching twice every Sunday; but it
is obfervable, that they are never permitted to
take any Text but out of the fonr Gofpels, by
which means 2ll their Sermons run upon the
active Duties of Chriftianity, or upon the Paf-
fion and Sufferings of Fefus Chriff, which they
exprefs with that Force and Pathos, for they
are excellent Orators, that few of the Audience
come away without Tears, Their Pulpits are
not like ours, jult big enough to contain the
Preacher, but more like the Roman Roftra, which
were large enough to allow room to the Speaker
to move {ome Steps, and give that A&ion to the
Difcourfe which might make it more touching .
to the Audience. The Bithop, who is fupreme
in his own Diocefs, exercifes his Authority
chiefly over his Deacons and Elders, and pre-
fides in a Court where all Accufations are
brought againit them, and they heard in their
own Defence; but if caft for any Irregularity
of Life, either Avarice, Pride, Revenge, want
of Charity, or Drunkennefs, they are depriv’d of
their Places, and banifh’d beyond the Moun-
tains: But thefe Condemnations very feldom
happen; for the Clergy are maintain’d in fo
handfome a manner, that there are no {candalous
indigent Fellows admitted into their Number,
for 1t is {fuch as thofe, in other Countries, that
generally bring that Reproach upon the Clergy,
which is 1o frequently in the Mouths of moft
Men. If the Elders have any Children, they
prove no Incumbrance to ‘em, for as foon as
they are of fit Age, they are taken from them
and put into thofe Schools, which are fettled
for both Sexes; and when they grow up, they
are provided for by the Publick. The Bifhop is
L, i LS. LS - oblig'd
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oblig’d to hofpitable Living, in which he ex-
pends the greateft Part of his Revenue, his
Children being likewife provided for by the
Publick. When a Bifthop dies, the King names
four, that is, one out of every Quarter of the
City ; and the Elders meeting in the Cathedral,
chufe one of them. As they chufe the Bithop, fo
cach Parifh chufes his Elder; by which means
a Man of Merit always getsin; for there is no
being chofen by a Number of People, but by
being popular ; nor any way of being popular
but by eminent Parts, and an unblemifh’d Life ;
at leaft, in a Place where the Majority of the
Electors have a large Share of good Senfe and
Probity.

One Thing I had forgot, and that is, that
tho’ they have both Vocal and Inftrumental Mu-~
fick in their Churches, it is all great and {olemn,

and fuch as naturally raifes the Soul to {fublime -

and heavenly Thoughts, and never mingled
with thofe light Airs, which are too frequent in
{fome of our Cathedrals, and of which fome of
our greatelt Mafters of Mufick have been fo pre-
pofteroufly fond, as to force them upon the
moft terrible Words. Thus in King Charles II's
Time, thefe Words were fet to a Jig,

The Pangs of Death have encompaffed me about.

Which made that pleafant Monarch {ay, that it
was the firft Time he had ever heard of Death’s
dancing a Jig. Of this kind alfo are our Polun-
taries, as they call ’em, in which the Congrega-
tion are merrily entertain’d with the Volubility
of the Fingers of the Organift; but how this
can contribute any thing to Devotion I know

' not ;
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not ; but T'm fure there’s no fuch thing in New
Athews. 1 might fay more of the Religion of
this People ; but what I have faid feems enough
to thow you their Happinefs. However, I can-
not omit one thing, which is the Punifhment of
Adultery; but that is a Vice not fo common
there, as in moft other Parts of the World ;
and, perhaps, the Punifhment very much leflens
the Number of Offenders, for when it is dif~
cover’d, the Man is banifh’d beyond the Moun-
tains ; and the Woman has a fort of Compofi-

- Pewtion rub’d over her Face, which immediately in~

feéts it with Tumours and Swellings to that
degree, that. the moft beautiful Face is made
the moft ugly and forbidding, and fhe herfelf
degraded from her Quality, tho’ never fo high,
and fent into that Quarter of the Town where
the Wather-Women are, and under them kept g
Slave to hard Work as long as fhe lives.

It is obfervable, that there is not in this rich
and popular City {fo much as one Coach; but
all, both Male and Female, are oblig’'d to walk
when they go out, except Women with Child,
or fuch as are fick or lame, or very old, and
thefe are carry’d in a fort of Chair, not very
unlike our Sedans; but they are not permitted
to go where the People walk, but in a Paflage
peculiar for all things of Burthen, that are car-
ry’d upon Mens Shoulders ; for thus the Streets
are divided; the middle part of the Street is
pav’d with a Stone about four or five Inches over,
and there on that pafs all Carts and other Ve-
hicles of Burthen, which are never permitred teo
be fo heavy loaden as the Cars are in London ;
for the People here are merciful to their Bealts,

as well as one another. Of each fide of this
Paves
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Pavement there rifes another, about a Foot
above the Surface of the Street, fix Foot over,
and of a broader Stone, and upon this Paffage
or Pavement, all the Chairs and Men of Burthen
‘pa[”s. Above this again, about a Foot and half,
is another Pavement, which reaches to the
Hnuff:s, and which is abnut twelve Foot broad,
that is, in the High-Streets, but narrower in
the narrower Strr:ets and upon this all Paflengers
on foot go. The Streets are cvery where kept
perfeétly clean, which is done by every Houlfe,
being oblig’d in the Morning early to {weep be-
fore their Doors, whilft the Water comes from
the Engines plac’d at the End of every Street,
and wafhes away all the Filch into the Common-
Shores, which Common-Shores are {o large,
that one of our Carts may go in it loaden with
Hay, and to which, at High-Tide, the Water
comes from the Canals, and {o keeps them clean
and {weet. '

I believe you may, by what I have faid, con-
clude that this is one of the happieft Cities in
the World ; for their Happinels is fecured by
the Safety of their Peace and Tranquility, as
well as their Health, by thefe tollowing Means ;
firlt, there are no Poor, that is, neceﬂimug,
wanting Perfons, who are deficient in the ne-
ceflary Subfiftance of Life ; for it is the Bufinefs
of the Deacons of every Parifh to vifit all Fa-
milies in it; and find out fuch as Misfortunes
may render unhappy ; and immediately, as
{oon as they are known, the free Contribution of
the Brethren of that Parifh puts an End to their
. Unhappinefs. Another thing is, that there are

/- _no Lawyers here, no Atmrm}s, Pettifoggers,

bmc tors, Balhﬁsq and the like, who, in other
_Countncs,
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"~ Countries, have a large hand in the Ruin of

| Families. Here the Elders of the Parith make
up and compofe all the lefler Difputes; and
every onc of the four Quarters of the City have
two Orators, who plead pro and con the more
difficult Caufes before the King himflf; but
‘they have no Fees from their Client, but are
paid by the Publick a certain flated Salary;
{o that they have no temptation to embarrafs the
People in litigious Suits, but are willing to
make an end of them all with the utmoft Ex-
pedition.

That which fecures their Health, next to the
happy Situation of the Place, is that they have
no {uch thing as an Apothecary in ail this Coun-
try, and not above a dozen Phyficians, who are
call’d Gheflers, as knowing very well that the
Art of Phyfick is purcly conjetural, the Medi-
cines at¢ few and fimple, contrivid to help Na-
ture, and not to put it upon a double Labour,
by Maulciplicity of Drugs, when Sicknefs renders
it the leaft capable of combating with the Evils
of the Diftemper alone, contrary to the Cuftom
of this Part of the World, where the Phyfician,
to gratify the Apothecary, multiplies the nau-
{eous and loathfome Draughts of Phyfick to the
Patient; fo that betwixtsthe Diftemper and
them, he perifhes, to enrich the Apothecary and
Doétor. Specificks, which are here thought ri-
diculous, are there in great efteem, as being
confirm’d by an Hiftorical Pra&ice, and the Ex-
perience of many Ages; and this comes to
pafs by the Fewnefs of Diftempers; for Intem-
perance, the Source of moft of ours, is not
known in this fortunate Climate.

I thould
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I fhould fay fomething of the King, and fe-
veral Prerogatives ; but it will be fufficient to let
you know that this wife Pcople allow him all
thofe Privileges which may render him capable
of doing good to his People, without any that
may enable him to be injurious to their Liberty
and Happinefs. Accordingly, there is no Prince
in the World, who is attended with greater
Pomp, Magnificence and Ceremony, than the
King of New Athens, and the Territories there=
unto belonging ; he never is {een in publick, but
with the higheft Applaufe and Veneration of the
People, who look upon him as the Inftrument of
God for their Good.

At his Inauguration, the two principal Mem-
bers of the great Council tell him plainly, that
tho’ he be greater than any particular one in his
Kingdom, yet that all united together are grea-
ter than he; that he ought always to remem-
ber that that illuftrious Office, to which he was
now exalted, was inftituted for the Goeod and
Happine(s of the People he is to reign over,
and not to gratify his private Paffions and cor-
rupt Inclinations, without regard to the Peace
and Quiet of his Subjeéts; and much more to
the {fame purpofe, in which the Encouragement
of Virtue, and Arts and Sciences, and all manner
of ufeful Knowledge, is recommended with
great Efficacy; for thefe People are of Opinion,
that a general Knowledge among the People is
the beft Security of a general Happinefs ; and
that Ignorance 1s a dangerous Inlet to Novel-
tics, gcmmotions, and all other Difturbances
whatever, 3 LEET |
- But tho’ by this, and other Circumfcriptions
of the regal Power, they have arm’d themfelves

pretty
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pretty. well againit thofe Encroachments by
which the fupreme executive Power has, in
other Countries, overthrown Liberty, fince it
was impoflible to have a Kingly Government,
without confiding very great Trufls to the
King; and that there are Men in all Courts
who are apt to flatter the Prince, and induf~
trious to find out Ways and Means to enable
him to gratify their own private Aims of
Avarice or Ambition, it is an eftablifh’d Law,

“#.. without-any Exception, that every Perfon fhall

f¢t his Name to the Advice which he gives;
which keeps them in awe, and makes them ex-
trcamly careful to give no Advice that can be
injurious to the Publick, being fure, if they did,
to meet with an QLEI‘HPIRT}? Punifhment, it be-
ing out of the King’s Power to pardan the
Offence.

By this means the Mifcarriages of Govern-
ment never fall upon the Crown, as in othes
Countries, but on the trne Authors of them.
- And to avoid the Inconveniences that often arife

by the long Continuance of any one Set of Men
in_the Adminiftration of publick Affairs, the
King’s Council, and all Places of Truft and
Preﬁt were eftablifh’d by Law to be annual, by
which means all grounds of Parties and Faion
were remov’d, fince no tricking nor finifter De-
figns could be of any ufe to perpetuate their
Authurlt} . And thus, ¢ cvery Perfon, capable to
ferve the Publick, either in Military or Civil
Affairs, had their Turns to make their Merit
confpicuous. From hence it came to pafs, that
the State, inftead of depending upon a few,
had a perpctual Succeflion of able Heads to
fupport it; and I'm of Opinion, that this an-

nual
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nual Succeffion of Magiftrates gave {o many
illuftrious Hero’s to the Commonwealths of
Athens and Rome; however, if we may believe
the Hiftory of this Country, this Method has
for one Thoufand Years preferv’d the Happinefs
of New Athens.

But I fear I have been fo tedious in the Ac-
count I have given you of this Place, tho’ very
fhort of what 1t deferves, that I ought to draw
towards a Conclufion, without proceeding to 2
Defcription of the other Cities of this New
Astica., However, I cannot make an end, with-
out informing you how thefe old Grecians came
into this Part of the World; and I fhall give it
you, as near as I can, in the Words of the
Learned Secrates, a Member of the College of
Hiftory of this City; for every part of Know-
ledge here has its peculiar College. This So-
crates was in nothing inferiour to that Primitive
Martyr of the Unity of the Godhead in 0/d
Athens, and an equal Lover of Truth and Ho-
nefty; yet with this Advantage, that he was
enlighten’d with the Do&rine of the Gofpel.

One Morning as we were taking a Walk up-
on the Ramparts, I mov’d this Queftion to him,
which he anfwer’d in as few Words as the Mat-
ter would bear. I fhall not need ({aid he) to
give you any Account of the Misfortunes which
befel Old Athens till its final Deftruétion, at leaft,
as far as I can tell, by the Inundations of bar-
barous Nations. Juft before the fecond Ap-
proach of thofe Pecople, a pannick Fear had
feiz’d on all the Inhabitants of Greece, and the
People ot Athens and Attica had a very large fhare
in it, being terrified by the extreme Cruelties
and Devaftations committed by the Barbarians -

in
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in their former Irruption: In the midft of this
Confternation, a Man of great Authority and
Efteem with the People, and who had been 2
reat Traveller, prevail’d with them to liften to
his Advice. His Namewas Demophiles; and his
Advice was; that fince they lay fo expos’d to
the Barbarians, as frequently to feel the Effe&ts
of it; and that the Roman Empire was ever
too weak or too negligent to afford them Pro-
te&ion, they ought in common Prudence to take
care of themfelves: But fince they had by Ex-
perience found, that they were unable to do
this in the Country where they liv'd ; he proffer’d
himfelf to be their Conduéor to a more fortu~
nate Climate, where they might be fecure againlt
all thofe Evils, with which they were there
daily threaten’d. He confefs’d, that Grezce was
a very pleaf ng Country in 1rfclf that Nature
had beftow’d upon it fo many Bleflings, that
few Places in the World could equal it ; but that
all this Happinefs vanifh’d, if they would but
confi der that they had no manner of Security of
enjoying thofe Bleffings, but muft expe& either
immediate Death upon the Place, or to be tranf~
orted into infupportable Bandage, by a Peo«
ple that had no Notion of Chriftianity or Hu-
manity. ‘That it was not the Fertility and Plea~
fantnefs of any Soil; that made a Country dear
to its Inhabitants, or indeed, that defervd the
Name of our Country, which was only due to the
Laws and Liberties which the People enjoy d;
that thofe were of fuch 2 Nature, that they

... might tranfport them with ‘em wherever they

- went. He concluded his Speech with afluring
them, that he was commiffion’d by Heaven 1t~

felf to condu& fuch as would follow him to 2
-;-. Pla&s,



| 423 ]

Place, where they might enjoy thofe Laws and
Liberties without Fear or Danger: That, indeed,
it would coft fome Time, and a great deal of
Labour and Fatigue to Travel to this happy
Climate ; but certainly, that no Pains or La-
bour could be thought too great to purchafe Se~
curicy and Happinefs to themfelves and Polteri-
ty.
YT his Speech, and the other Applications of
himfelf and Friends, join’d with a freth Ru-
mour of the Approach of the Barbarians, made
about one hundred thoufand follow him in this
Expedition; carrying with them all that was
valuable and ufeful to them, cither in their Jour-
ney or future Settlement.

It would be to no purpofe to give you the
Particulars of his Voyage, the many Difficul-
ties he met with, or the Murmurings of his Fol-
lowers, in a Journey of three Years Continnance,
thro” ftrange Countries, vait Defarts and the
like ; having vanguiﬂfd all which, and having
pafs'd a very large Tra&t of uninhabited Land,
he at laft brought his People to a large and
deep River, to which he gave the Name of
the River of Hope ; and here they made their laft
Stand ; Demophilns afluring them, that they had
nothing to do towards the poflefling that noble
and beautiful Country he told them of, burt to
{et all Hands to work, and cut down Trees, of
which there were there a very great Plenty, to
build Boats to carry them down that River. The
firft that were built, Demophilns defic’d might be
difpatch’d with him and the reft of the Heads of
his Pcople, to go and bring them further Afii{-
tance. Accordingly they departed, with a Pro-
mife to return in a Week’s Time; rowing with

1 she
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the Stteam, they arriv’d in this Continent of 4-
tica, and landed in a Harbour, which we now
call Bizaitium, then only a little Vltlage contain-
ing about twenty Houfes.

The Gieeks that came with Demophilus, were
infinitely pleas’d with the Beauty of the Land;
but much more o, when they found the Hu-
manity of the Inhabitants. For this Country
was inhabited by about one hundred and fifty
thoufand Men, Women and Children, before
the Arrival of the Greeks, and may properly be
call’d the Aborigines of the Place ; for we have
nothing in Hiftory that gives us ‘the leaft Ac-
count of their coming hither from any other
Part of the World. They were not Idolaters,
but believ'd only in one God; they were Af-
fable, Courteous and Docile; in fhort, they
were very much pleas’d with this new "Accel-
fion of People to their little State: Not to
dwell npon Trifles, or every minute Circum-
ftance, Care was taken to convey all the reft
from the Defart to this Continent, to the in-
finite Satisfaction of the weary Travellers, to
find this happy Retrear after all their Pains
and Fatigue. In fhort, they foon made the
old Inhabitants Chriftians ; and by marrying
and intermarrymg among them, grew together
into one People; and this was the Qeccafion
of the Corrupting, if I may {o call it, of the
old Greck I.angl.anre into that which you now
find us {peak.

We eafily prevaild with our new Brethren,
to chufe Demophilns, and Ariftns the Head of the
old Inhabitants, joint Kings of the united Peo-
ple, under whofe Government all Things {feem’d
to profper; wholfome Laws were made, and

leurt}r
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Liberty every way fecur’d, Towns and Citie$
were tounded, and Arts and Arms improv’d ;
but this City of Athens was not built till fome
Ages afterwards, when the Country was grown
Populous, and wanted as it were a fort of El-
bow Room ; when 7 heophilus, one of the Succef=
fors of the two firft Kings, whofe Families had
been united fome time before, look’d upon this
Spot of Ground, as a fit Place to build New
Athens upon ; the Ifthmsns and Peninfula {eeming
to be a proper Barrier or Bulwark againft the
Invafions of the Southern Barbarians, who then
began to infeft thefe Coafts, From {mall Be-
ginnings this City is arriv'd at length to that
Magnificence*in which you find it ; and in which,
1 believe, fcarce any City in the World excels
ir, except the great City of Romana, the Capi-
tal of this Part of the Chriftian World : But to
give you an Account of that, its Rife, Pro-
grels and Hiftory, requires more Time than is
now upon our Hands; for now our Hours of
LeGure are come, and we muft each repair to
the Performance of our Duty, leaving the En-
quiries of Curiofity to thofe vacant Times,
when we are not employ’'d on more important
Bufinefs. Having {aid this, we each return’d to
our feveral Colleges; but I fhall defer not only
my Account of Romana, but of all the feveral
Cities of Astica. 1 fhall only conclude this Dif-
courfe, with a fhort Account of my unwilling
Return to thefe Parts of the World.

After the Barbarians had receiv’d that great
Defeat, which I mention’d before; they lay
ftill for many Years, till the Terror of that De-
feat, and the Memory of it were both vanifh’d ;
and new Defire of Plunder, with their Native

I2 Hardinefs
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Hardinels and unquiet Temper, put them again
in Arms. I was at that Time in the City of
Romana with my old Comrade, who was de-
clar’d General in this Expedition againft the
Barbarians: At his Defire I attended him to
the War; which was foon brought pretty near
to a Conclufion, by the Force of our Artillery
and {fmall Fire-Arms, againft which the Enemy
could by no means think of ftanding; fo that
we having penetrated a great way into their
Country, a Treaty was propos'd and agreed to,
during which, I and fome more ventur’d, out of
Curiofity, to go up to the Top of a vaft high
Mountain, from whence we might difcover to
the Northward vaft Seas, and great Traés of
Lands; but as we came down again, miftaking
‘the Path which led ©© our Camp, we purfu’d
one which brought us into that of the Enemy,
where we were foon made Prifoners, notwith-
ftanding the Treaty, for they have little regard
to Faith or Honour. There happen’d to be
among them one who had been a Prifoner in
New Athens, and there had feen me frequently ;
his Knowledge of me, with the Mark in my
Face, which I mention’d formerly, convinc’d
the Chiefs that I was no Native of thofe Parts ;
but one of thofe from whom the Chriftians kad
learn’d thofe terrible Engines of War; and
therefore they aflur’d me I thould not give myfelf
any Fears of ill Treatment from them, fince by
etring them into the Knowledge of the fame
Advantages, I might hope for all the Honour
and Refpeét their Country could pay me: What-
ever I could fay of this Breach of Faith was
to no manner of Purpofe, for we were all hur-

!\ ried
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ried away far into their Country, without any
Hopes of Deliverance. In fhort, I was detain’d
there fome Months, till I found an Opportunity
of making my Efcape from my Keepers, by the
Help of a young Woman, who furnifh’d me
with the Habit of the Country, and with fuf-
ficient Difguifes to pafs from Place to Place, if
I had known whither to dire&t my Flight ; but
wandring Northward as much as I could, I
came at laft to an Arm of the Sea, with my Fe-
male Companion, which forbad us going any
further. We had not been long confidering there,
but we difcover’d a {mall Ship making to the
Shore, who manning their Boat, {oon {eiz’d us
and carry’d us on Board. For my Part, 1 did not
much care into whofe Hands I fell, o that 1
could efcape the Natives of that Country ; but I
was as pleas’d as I could be in that Circum-
ftance, to find it a French Ship, who being
driven into thofe Parts by ftrefs of Weather,
feiz’d us in hopes of knowing what Country it
was, and what the Nature of its Inhabitants.
I let them know that it was a moft barbarous
and inhofpitable Coalil ; and that they could not
do better than to make all the hafte they could
from it, begging them to take me with them,
which they confented to do; and the Wind
coming to the South-Eaft, we fail’d North-Weft
with a brisk Gale. But ill Fortune had not yet
forfaken me ; for after we had {ail’d fome Days
profperonfly” enough, a new Storm arofe, and
tofs’d us with fuch Violence, for two or three
Days, that at laft we defpair’d of efcaping;
but the Storm paffing over, the Mafter affur'd
us that we were not very far from Land ; and,

I3 as
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as he thought, from Carolina, whither he would
make, becaufe his Ship was very leaky, fo that
all we could do was to keep her above Water
till we made the Shore, at leaft, fo near that
none of us perifh’d when the Ship funk. When
we got athore, I was very well pleas’d to find
that it was Carolina indeed ; for fince 1 counid
find no way of returning to New Athens, I was
at leaft pretty fecure of finding a Paflage to 0/d
England, which I did in about two Months
time, having buriecd my Southern Deliverefs in
Carolina.

Thus, Sir, I have given you a fhort Account
ot part of my Adventures, during my Abfence
trom England. 1If this find vour Acceptance, 1
don’t know but that I may, {fome time or other,

give you the reft; I fhall only now add, that I
am

Your farthful
bumible Servais,

Mavrice Wrirrianms
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ALBERONI: or, AVindication of that
Cardinal.

A PoriTicar PArRADOX.
Multis Utile Bellum.,

To Adam Jubbs Efg; at his Houfe near
Coventry-ftreet, Piccadilly.

Dzar Sirx,

Kunow you have always been averfe to enter

far into any Party, left they fhould expeét

you to facrifice the Freedom of your Senti-
ments to whatever they fhould think fit to do
for their prefent Intereft, in perpetuating their
Power, without regard to the Publick Good ;
by which means we generally find you in the
Number of the Grumblers; for I never knew in
my Life, which has been for near threefcore
Years, any Party, when they got into Power,
that did not give juft Occafion, by a Con-~
dut unequal to their Profeffions, of Difcontent
to all true Patriots. 1 except the prefent Mi- -
niftry from this Refleétion ; for I have been too
much out of the World fince their Acceffion to
Power, to know enough of their Tranfa&ions to
form a certain Judgment of them ; you wholive
in the Town, and frequent the politick Aflems
T g ¢ | blics
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bliecs of Coffee-Houfes, Chocolate-Houfes, and
the other Reforts of tLe ‘Talkative, know bet-
ter what to Hetermmc, in this Particular, than I
do. I think I have known you, fince my Ac-
quaintance with you, four or five times 2#/hig
aud Im, according as the Powers in being
either pleas’d or dlfffuﬁcd yorr. How honeft this
Condu& may fhow you to be to the unbiafs’d
Confiderer, I know not; but I’'m fure that the
cunning Part of the W{Jrld will not think you
very politick or prudent; for the cunning Men
endeavour to turn the publick Divifions of the
Nation to their own particular Advantage, fome
by violently elpoufing one Party, and {ome by
as viclently {cteing up for the other; and fome
fortunate Fellows by carrying Matters with fo
‘even a Hand, that they make an eafy Tranfition
from the Eﬂhng Party to that which is rifing :
But thefe are Men, generally fpeakmg, whofe
- Aim is Riches; not Power ; and who are in
“Pofis of great Profit, tho” not of Dignity, in
which they make themfelves thought fo necef-
{ary to the new Comers to Power, of either
Party, as to continue them in their Pofts. 1
could name feveral, who by this means have got
good Eftates by holding their Places in, all
“Turns, .as Men who were neceflary for the Dif-
‘charge of thofe Pofts, by their long Continnance
in them.

But in' reality there is nathmg in th1s, but the
Fear and Ignorance of the Men in. Power of
both Partics ; ; for there are'always Men of Ca-
pacity and Ability enough, in each Party, to
periorm any Place in rhe Revenue, which is the
Stage that affords moft of the Parts that bring

'm confiderable Profics, either to the Prmclpalsagr
under
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under Officers ; for, my Friend Adam, the Pub-

lick is the Dupe or Bubble, which every Side en-

deavours to get into their own Management, not
for the Love they bear it, but for the Profit it
affords them.

Tho’ this happens to fome few, after they are
once got into Pofts, yet fcarce one thefe forty
Years have made the firft Step in Preferment,
without appearing to be of fome Party o
other, _

Mulsis Utile Bellum is a Maxim that was often
preach’d to me by a Friend of mine, when he
found that I was fomething of your Mind, and
not fix’d firmly in any one of the Parties. Thefe
publick Divifions, faid he, are a fort of Warfare,
where each Side is drawn up in Battle-Array, to
firuggle for Riches and Preferment ; each one that
comes into the Fight, on one Side or the other,
has a Lot to get fome of the Plunder, while he
who never comes into the Field cannot hope
for any Share of it. 5

This holds good, not only in the domeftick
Divifions of Nations, but in the Wars betwixt
Kingdom and Kingdom ; for here likewifle Mul-
t15 Utile Bellum is certainly true; for tho few Na=
tions, as political Governments, get much by
War, unlefls they happen to make confiderable
Conquefts; yet Multitudes of the People of

~ thofe Nations, which compofe the Soldiery, ot
* thofe who fupply the Soldiery with Arms, Ammu-

nition, Cloathing and Food, get Wealth to them-
{elves and their Families: And War is likewife
beneficial to fome Nations, by difciplining their
People, and ufing them to Arms, by which they
are deliver'd from a deftructive Sloth, and en-

abled
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abled to defend their Country againft any fereign
Invader.

The Spaniards have, for many Years, that is,
from the Time of Philip II, been very remifs in
keeping their People up to Arms, which, join'd
with their native Pride and Sloth, expofed them
either to the Infults of their Neighbours the
French, or to depend upon foreign Alliances
with thofe States, whofe Security, indeed, de-
pended on their Safety. What little help they
ever gave to the Confederacies form’d in Europe,
for their Defence, thefe laft forty Years {ufh-
ciently fhow; which makes me wonder that
Cardinal Alberoni has been fo much ridicul'd and
laugh'd at, as 2 mad and whimfical Undertaker ;
whereas Re appears to me a Man of great Po-
liticks, and one who judges too nicely of
Things, to have a favourable Judgment pafs on
his A&ions by a vulgar Confiderer: As he is
an Enemy to my Country, I wifh all his Defigns
againft it may be confounded, that is, meet
with the fame Event they have hitherto done ;
yet it would not be jult to rob him of his due
Merit, tho’ an Enemy. As a Spaniard he has
aéted both like a Patriot and a great Statefman ;
he has begun to rouze that Nation which has
been fo many Years una&ive, and benumb’d
with a fort of a general Lethargy and {upine
Negle&t of Arms; he has, 1 fay, rouzd them
to martial Exploits, and fent them upon fuch
Expeditions, and at fuch a Jun&ure of Affairs,
as would give them Succefs enough to fluth
them to greater Attempts. Thus they carry’d
Sardmia, and bid fair for the Kingdom of Sicily,
from which they are not yet tqtally diflodg’d.

| I can~
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I cannot believe that Alberoni ever imagin’d
that he fhould put his Mafter, the Spanih King,
in a quiet and fafe Pofleffion of fuch Acquifi-
tions as he fhould make on that Side ; but he
by this has furnifi’d him with a difciplin’d
Army, us’d to A&ion, which in time may be
+ of more ufe to him nearer Home. He had

- great Hopes from the Divifions in France, and

the f{trong Parties there {upported by the
: %Efuits againit the Regent, in the Minority of 2
ing, of not above {ix or feven Years of Age;
and the Intereft of Philip V, and his Claim,
notwithftanding his former Renunciation, to the
Crown of France; and in cafe he could bring
the Gallick Male-contents to a Refolution of de-~
claring for his Malfter, either as Regent or King
of Frauce, he would then have a difciplind
Army of fome Force, to fupport his numerous
Friends among them. His Diligence and Ap-
plication, both in the Naval and Land Prepara-
tions, cannot be fufficiently admir’d, that in fo
fhort a Time could furnith out fo many Ships,
and fo many Men, in a Nation almoft deftitute
ot both, on his coming to the Adminiftration.
And this Application of his is lately made more
wonderful, by the taking Fot Paffage, where
they burnt fix Men of War already built, and
Materials for twenty more, which were to be
built with all Expedition ; and this only in one
Port of Spain. How great the fame Preparations
are in other Parts of that Country I know not ;
but can never believe that all their Naval Prepa-
rations were confin’d to Fuort Paffage, a Place {o
near to France; and, by confequence, {o liable
to be taken by them., However, this isa plain
' Proof
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Proof that Spain is not fo defpicable, or in-
capable of making great Efforts, when a&uated
by a brisk and mafterly Genius. But you will
fay, to what Purpofe all this Buftle, Tmuble and
Expence, fince he could notbe fo mad, as to ima-
gine Spain capable of contending with all the
reft of Europe, on this. Occafion confederated
" againtt it, when it could fcarce keep its Head
above Water againft Fraace alone, tho’ join’d -
with all the other Powers of Eurgpe? -

To this I reply, Zi7fi, That he was very well
acquainted with the Divifions in France and
England ; and that it he could bring them to
bear, he effeGtually diflolv'd that Confederacy,
whofe Support aud Cement were - France and
England. Secondly, That if both thefe Defigns
falld him, that his Mafler was, fecure of 2
Peace upon reafonable Terms; fince-it. was not
confiftent with the Safety of Ewiope, that Spain
fhould fall into the Hands of Frairce, to hinder
which, fuch long, fuch bloody, and fuch expen-
five Wars had been undertaken. And I do Fur:
ther fuppole, that he does believe that Frauce it-
felf would never confent that Spai thould again
fall into the Hands of the Houfe of Auflria,
efpecially, fince if Philip were compell'd to quit
Spain, he would be abhg d to return into Fiaice
as a Prince pf the Blood ; and by confequence,
by Right, become Regent during the Minority
of the King, as being the nearelt of Kin, which
would likewife put an effectual End to 'his Re-
nunciation, which was enter’d into in confide-
ration of having the Crown of Spain; but by
taking that from him, they put him in the State

he was in Dbefore he accepted of it; and lﬂlit‘lﬂ
F S B
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him an undoubted Right to fucceed Lewis XV,
in cafe he thould die without Heirs lawfully be-
gotten by his own Body.

Upon thefe Views, I fancy Alberoni is not {o
whimfical a Perfon as fome may think him.
How far I am in the right on’t I know not, nor
do I much care; I have only eas’d myfelf by
putting down my Thoughts of this Matter;
which, if they amufe but a quarter of an Hour
of your Time, will be fufficient Satisfation te

Yonwr Friend
and Servant,

AxTHONY Easy,
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Againft Delay.

Cras nimis fevo eft, wvive hodie.

Principiss obfta: Jero medicina paratur,
Cum mala per longas mwfﬂﬂ e 1MV as.

To Jonathan Tardy Efg; ar 1dle-Hall near
Canterbury, Kent.

Dilatory JoNaTHAN, &
Thought before this time I fhould have feen

ou in Town, to join with me in folici-

ting for your honeft Nephew Fack, as well as to
look after your own Affairs here, which fuffer
extremely by your Abfence. I think it is now
about fix Weeks fince you fent me word that
you wounld be in Town in three or four Days at
fartheft ; but I do not expeét you now in fix
Weeks longer; nor indeed then, unlefs you will
fairly give over what you have fought with fo
much Earneftnefs ; Earneltnefs did I fay? why
if your Words were to be underftood like other
Peoples, I fhould think that Word proper
enough for what you writ ; but confidering, that
when a thing comes into your Head, that may
afford you cither Pleafure or Profit in your
Opinion, you are prefently all on fire for the
Accomplithment of it; the ﬁri} Day you are
eager,

¢
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eager, the fecond fomething warm, the third
more cool, and fo on, till you quite forget the
firt Heat with which you efpous’d it; and by
delaying the Chace generally lofe the Quarry ;
however, it ferves you to talk of over a Bottle
of Oélober, and to amufe your Friends with the
wonderful Defigns you are going upofi, at which
they generally laugh, till you are almoft angry
that they fhould doubt your Diligence and Ap-
plication, tho’ they know that the faireft Prof
pects could never get you yet, by all their Pro-
mifes, from Zdle-Hall to Londom. 1 have known
you, I think, thefe Thirty Years, and I verily
believe not one of thofe Years but furnith’d you
with at leaft four or five new Defigns or Projeéts,
every one ot them the moft charmin]% in its Turn,
and to be purfu’d with the utmoft Diligence, if
Ismight have given any Credit to your Words ;
and yet all vanifh’d like a Dream, and ended
in your Words only; not that they were all
really to be neglefted by a_ wile Man, or the
idle Tricks and Defigns of cunning Projeétors,
but many of them might have been very ufeful
to your Country and yourfelf; and negle&ted
merely by your dilatory Temper, which makes
you grow cool on the fcent of the beft De-
figns in a few Days. You put me in mind of
an old Friend that is now dead, who was not
eafily remov’d from the Thing that was before
him; when he was at the Tavern, tho’ he
lov'd his Bottle as well as any Man, yet by de-
laying to drink in his Turn, by telling {fome
whimfical Story, he ofter loft his Glafs, and fo
paid a double Club to every Reckoning. When
twelve a-Clock came, and the Company put
him in mind that it was time to go home, he

would
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would fay by and by, Here Drawer bring the
other Bottle and to pay; and thus on till
Day-light ; from whence he got the Name of
Break-a-Day ; and he would cutfe the blefled
Sun for intruding into the Room, and robbing
him of his Company, by informing them that it
~ was high time to go home: But he generally
took care to avoid that Evil, by chufing a
Room which was naturally dark, and artificial-
ly confirm’d fo by clofe Shutters, by which he
join’d two Nights in one, lengthen’d by exclu-
ding the intervening Day ; and this merely to
put off that that muft come to’pafs, his going
home, tho’ he moft commonly took care to
fave his Legs that Labour, by being carry’d
home drunk. |

But this, perhaps, may look #as if it pro-
ceeded from his Love of the Bottle, and not
his procraftinating Temper ; but it is plain it
was the latter ; for when he was at home he
was equally putting off his going abroad, tho’
he promis’d his Friends, perhaps, every Night
to go with them, and every Night put them off
to the next, till his Defire of the Tavern grew
too ftrong for his Lazinefs. And this was the
conftant Courfe of his Life, ftill putting off the
“Hour of his going abroad, and delaying that
of his Return home.

Whoever is troubled with this Folly of De-
lay, will never make his Fortune in the World,
fince he will certainly lofe every Opportunity
of doing it, which feldom returns when once
loft ; nor, indeed, would it be to much purpofe
to return to Men of this Temper, who would
be fure to lofe it, let it come never fo often.

The
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The Jucky have whole Days, and thofe they ufe
The unlucky have but Hours, and thefe they lofe,

And by’ that means make themfelves unhappy.
Your Cafe, indeed, is {fomething different, you
are poflefs’d of a plentiful Fortune, and there-
fore have no need of that A&ivity in the pur-
{irit of Bufinefs, which Men of narrow Circum-
ftances are oblig’d to. They fhould always bear
in their Mind that wife Maxim of our Anceftors;
Never to defer that till to Morrow which you can do
to Day.

But tho’ you are not oblig’d to this A&ivity
which I mention, in regard of the Goods of
Fortune, yet you have been a Man of Pleafure
and a Lover. Delays are as dangerous in Love
as in War or in Courts, which makes me be-~
lieve that you were never very fortunate in your
Intrigues with the Fair, for they are full as
fickle as the blind Goddefs; and if you mifs
the Opportunity, ’tis ten to one but there’s an
End of your Amour. For my Part, 1 always.
confider’d that I was not f{ure of to Morrow,
and therefore I perpetually made ufe of the pre-
fent Day; I confider’d that the Diftempers of
Fortune were like thofe of the Body, thelonger
you let them prevail withour applying a Re-
medy, the more difficult was the Cure. But
laying afide all thefe Speculations, I advife you
to come away immediately to Town, for your
Nephew's fake, for your own fake, and for the
{ake of | |

Your faithful Friend,

and humble Servant,

Puirip Forrrecxk.

K
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ErEP TR RTINS
The Fop.
Paflillos Rufillus efet, Gu:}rgnnfus Hircum.

To M. Plaindrefs, at his Houfe in ‘Watling;_
ftreet, Liondon.

Dear Fricad,

Have fpent my Time very agreeably in the
Country, till the beginning of laft' Week,
when there came down two Monfters from
London, ot a much different kind, tho  they are
perpetually together, Rufillus and Gorgonius.
Rufillus is a perfect Siv Courtly ; or, indeed, Sir
Courtly would be look’d on as a very faint Copy
of Rufillus, he is fo exquifite a Fop. Gorgonius,
on the other fide, is the erranteft Sloven, the
moft negligent of Drefs, and fond of every
thing that isnot admir’d by Rufillus, This always
ftinks of Perfumes, that of his own grofs and
filthy Vapours,

His froufy Pores taini the ambient Air.

Rufillus fays he always keeps him company
to bc a Foil to his PerfeGtions, as a hand-
fome young Whore generally goes Arm in
Arm, 1n all the publick Places, with a Doudy

would
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would almoft frighten you. Thus, while Ru-
fillus difplays his Fopperies, and by ftirring him-
{elf gives frefh Motioh to his Perfumes, Gorgonins
qualifies the unealy Scents, by Eru&ations from
above or below. And while Rufillus minces the
Euglifh to give it a Fop’s Nicety to the Ear,
Gorgonins burits eut into Language as broad as a
Scotchman, and as rude as a Bwlly. 'This is the
wretched Variety under which I have been con-
fin’d now almoft a Week, and which will make
me quit this charming Place, were I not aflur'd
we fhould be deliverd from their Company in
two Days.

Why the Devil does net your great Hive of
London keep all her Monfters to herfelf, and not
detach them abroad to difturb the Quiet of us
Country Folks ? There Rufillus might pafs among
the Ladies for a fine Gentleman, and Gorgonius
among the Sots for an honelt blunt Fellow ;
there Rufillus might {pend all his Morning with
his Taylor, Pernke-maker, Sempfirefs and Shoe-
maker, to fay nothing of his Hofier 2nd Valet
de Chambre, his Bubble-boy and Perfumer, to
equip himfelf by five or fix a Clock in the Eve-
ning, to make a ridiculous Figure among the
Men, and an agreeable onc among the Ladies:
They tell us that the Spice-Iflands are {melt
many Leagues at Sea before they come in view ;
and Rufillus fends his aking Odors almoft a
quarter of a Mile before him. Gorgoniuns feldom
gets {o early abroad ; the Tavern Hour is gene-
rally his Levee; and ’tis very well ic is fo, elle
the noxious Smells that come from him would
be very offenfive to the Paflengers in the Street,
and frighten them with the Apprehenfion that
fome Plague was near, by the unwhollome Va-

' K 2 pour
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pour that from him aflaulted their Noftrils ; but
paffing only from his Lodgings to the Tavern,
the good Liquor and the Tobacco fortify the
Company’s Stomach againft him.

What firange Animals ‘are thefe?  Rufillus
{eems made only for the Benefit of his Taylor,
and the other Trades that club to fet him out a
moft accomplifh’d Coxcomb ; he’s more igno-
rant and more impertinent than the fillielt of the
fillieft Sex ; but he has a good Eftate left him by
a rich Relation, which took him from Furunival’s~
Inz and the eighteen-penny Gallery, to place
him in fine Lodgings in the Pal-mall, or in the
Front-Box, or the Stage in the Theatres, where
he fets himfelf as a Mark for the Ladies Eyes to
admire, and the reft of the Audience to laugh at.
But enough of this Coxcomb, we fhall be rid of
him in two or three Days; and then I hope we
fhall have your good Company, which will {foon
banifh the Thoughts of this Fatigue from

Your faithful Fviend
and Servant,

Wirtrtiam NAIVE.

3
g,
g
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LET-TER V.
That the Unfortunate havve no Friends.

Doxnec erts felix multos numerabis ﬂmfmr
Nullus ad amiffas venit amicus opes.

To Alexander Friendly Efq; at his Honfe
 near Maidfton iz Kent. ~

S1r,

I Received your thgmg Letter nf the fifth
Inflant, by which you are pleag’d to invite
me into the Country, with the Promife of a
hearty Welcome, and fo pleafant an: Apart-
ment, that I cannot mifs of frequent Vilits in it
from the Mufes, a{i'urmg me 1 fhall:enjoy it as
long as 1 pleafe. This is an Argument of that
friendly Temper which is fix’d in your Nature,
and difcover’d by all your A&ions; and gives
me the Satistation of finding, that,1 have not
yet loft.all my Friends by my Misfortunes; but
it happens {o that the Indifpofition of my Body
deprives me of that Happinefs which you ge-
neroufly offer me, being not able to go out of
my Room. |
" But, my good Friend, how comes it to pafs
that you are not like che reft of my Friends,
but continue your Kindnefs when they have all
forfaken me at a Time when their Friendfhip was

molt neceflary to me ?  As for the common Herd,
K 3 the
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the general Acquaintance which one meets with
in this World, I am not at all concern’d for
their Lofs ; but I confefs I'am not fo indifferent
for the Defertion of two Gentlemen, from
whom I expeéted other Things, becaufe of their
excellent Senfe; T fhall diftinguifh them here by
the Names of Hugo and Addo, both Men of ad-
mirable Parts,

Hugo is a_Gentleman of uncommon Qualifi-
cations; he’s a very good Poct, efpecially in the
Lyrick way, he draws very ﬁnely, and 1s an ex-
cr:llent Judge in Painting. He is, befides, a con-
fiderable Proficient in the Art of Mufick, he’s a
very good Critick, and a general Scholar ; but
whillf Nature has been fo bountiful to h:m in
{uch fine Qualities of Mind, fhe has been. €x-
treamly penurious in her Favours to his Body ;
not but that he is very agreeable in his Perfon,
very amiable in his Countenance, which dilco-
vers all the Marks of good Senfe and good
Temper, but his Conftitation is fo weak that he
fcldom enjoys the Blefling of Health.

Immodicis brevis eft Atas & rara fenellus.

Men of fuch Accomplifhments feldom arrive at
old Age ; and this, 1 believe, will be the Fate
of my Friend Hugo; I mean of Hugo who was
once my Friend, and has forfaken me 1 know not
why. All the Cauf: that I can guefs at I thall zell
you as foon as I have given you thf: Charaéter of
Addo.

Addo is a Gentleman who has equal Obhga.- |
cions to Fortune and Nature,  Narture laid thé.
Foundation of thofe confiderable PBenefits he -
afterwards receivd from Fortune, by git;liﬁg

m
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him a Genius and Parts capable of reccommen- |
ding him to the Great. Thefe he improv'd by

Study at the Univerfity, and brought to P,.r{u,-
tion by Travel and Converfation : Nature
fmil'd upop him at his Birth, and Fortune in
every Step of his Life, It is very rare and un-
common for Nature and Fortune to go thus
Hand in Hand, in the forming the Happinefs of
any one Per{bn ; and yet without this Union of
Nature and Fortune, it is impoflible for any cne
Perfon to mount the arduous Steps, which lead
to Power and Wealth, with that Efteem which
makes every one applaud the Succefs to which
fuch a Perfon arrives. Addo has had this Hap-
pinefs, to gain the feveral Pofls he has pafs’d
thro’, without the Envy cf any one, and with
the Approbation of all: As to the Qualities of
his Mind they are very uncommon, for he has
at once a Genius for Poetry and Bufinefs ; heisa
perfe& Mafter of all the Clafficks, and at the
{ame time of all thofe political Maxims, which
are neceflary to conduct him to the Aim of his
Defires, thro” a fort of Pcople, who have, in
their own Nartures, very little Knowledge of,
and much leﬁ Regard to thofe Arts, :tmi L"Il...

the Eyes of the Polite. Tho’ he has all thL
Genius of a great Poet, yet he has fcarce any
of the Vanity; he is fo lm:h: fond of the Praifcs
due to his Writings, that beftowing them upon
others, he has raisd Men of very defpicable
Parts to the Reputation of being Writers of
the firlt Clafs. © You know the PLL{hm I mean,
I fhall not need theretore to name ’em. T!]Lrn.,
is one Quality in 4ddo as an Author, which is
as uncommon as admirable; and tlmt 15, @

K 4 wonderfi 1
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wonderful Modefty and Diffidence in what he
does, tho’ he has fuch a Maltery in Learning of
all forts, as might juftify a more dogmatick Pro-
ceedure : I know he has been accus’d, by a Per-
{on who has infinite Obligations to him, that he is
extreamly averfe to make ufe of his Intereft for
the Service of his Friend ; and that if a Word
{peaking in that Friend’s Behalf would make him
happy, he would not go over the Threfhold to
do it. But, dear Sir, this Chara&er comes
from a Man, who, thro’ the whole Courfe of
his Life, has been partienlarly remarkable for a
heinous degtee of that very Guilt of which he
accufes Adde, and from which my particular
Experience can vindicate him.

Thele being the Charaéters of Hugo and Addo,
I fhall now tell you my Conjeéture of the Caufe
of the Lofs of them. You know the Malice of
my Fortune has oblig’d me fometimes to fcribble,
even for my Subfiltence. In a Book I lately pub-
lith’d, I had a mind to give the World a Talte
of the Violence of Love, in a few Letters from
a fair deferted Lady to her royal Lover. To
make the Charaéers the more confiderable, I
vais’d them to the firlt Rank of Fortune; and
gave the Hero certain royal Virtues, which
fhould make him the more diftinguifh’d and con-
fiderable : Bur it feems, that in drawing {o per-
fe& a Hero, I hit upon Virtues which were re-
markable in an illuftrious Charater of the pre-
fent Age. But how was it poffible to drefs up
my Hero in any extraordinary Virtues, with-
out having fome of thofe to be found in that
illaftrious Charadter that is full of every Ex-
cellence 1n Nature? Yet this it is that has
given Offence to thefe two worthy Gentlemen,
' } not,
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not, I hope, out of the Dictates of their own
Senfe and Judgment, but in Complaifance to the
capricious Nicenefs of fome great Men, who
are willing to have their Zeal taken notice on,
for firetching of it beyond the Bounds of Juftice
and Reafon; for Hugo and Addo are both ac-
quainted with my Devotion to that illufirious
Charaéer, and the Sufferings I have undergone,
and ftill do undergo, for my Attachment to him,
when many, that are now clamorous on this Ac-
count, were atham’d or afraid to appear in his
Caufe : This would -be enough, one would
think, to convince them that I conld not be cri-
minal in my Intentions; and therefore, thar
whatever Judgment might be made of the Wri-
ting, I do not deferve to f{uffer fo grievous a
Punithment as the lofs of their Famur.

Befides, there is nothing in the Fa& itfelf that
will bare a Parallel. My Heroine 1s Young, Beau-
tiful, paflionately Fond, and yet Ubnfortunate ;
Qualities neceffary to produce thofe paffionate
Letters which I propofe to write: The Lady
whom my Enemies wounld fuppofe to be meant,
is neither Young, Paffionate nor Unfortunate,
and therefore could never be in my Thought
when I drew the former.

But fuch is the Tyranny that rules all Men,
who either have, or expedt to have, any great
Poft, that they muft rejeét even the moft Inno-
cent, if his Misfortune make him obnoxious to
the Surmifes of the Men in Power. This, in
fhort, is my Fate with Hugo and Addo, unlefs
there be at the Bottom another Caufe, which I
am very unwilling to lay at the Door of Men
of their acknowledg’d good Qualities ; and that
is, that they grow weary of a Perfon, whofe

Necel-
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Neceflities compel him too ffe;;uently to feck
their Affiftance, without any Profpe& of that
Intereft of their Services, which the Cunning of
this World lay out all their Favours in; Age,
Sicknefs, Lamenefs, and Blindnefs, are too for-
bidding to engage Men of fo fervile a Principle.
But whatever be the Caufe, unlefs that which I
formerly mention’d, I am confident this is not fo
with Addo and Hugo; they are Men of too much
Senfe and Goodnefs to be guided by thefe mean
Confiderations ; and tho’ I'm extreamly troubl’d
at the unhappy Event, I am ftill entirely igno-
rant of that which produc’d it : But I muft do
with this, as with all other Misfortunes I can-
not help, endeavour to forget a Lofs that I can-
not retrieve. The only Comfort I have in this
Jun&ure, is, to find that T am not indifferent to
you, which hinders me from being entirely un-

happy, fince I can write myfelf
Your fincere Friend,
And Servant,

Carro AMoNTESOCIO,

gt
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Againft Avarice.

Quid wnon mortalia pellora cogis
Auri facra fames ?

To the mofi Honourable -—m-mme= of —ameceza

My Lornp,

O U do me too much Honout, in requi-
ring my Advice on a Subje& {o publick
and political as your Letter mentions. ’Tis
true, I have been a forr of an Underling in
publick Affairs, during a late Adminiftration :
But, my Lord, we mov'd by Principles {o very
different from thofe which now obtain, that my
Advice, in this Particular, would be to no man-
ner of purpofe; yet I cannot lofe this Opportu~
nity of giving your Lordfhip {ome Advice,
which more particularly regards yourfelf. I
know that Noblemen, as well as Kings, are not
fond of hearing Truth, efpccially when it at-
tacks their Inclinacions; and every Man has
fuch a Referve of Pride and Self-opinion, that
he cannot eafily bear to hear his Condu& cen-
furd, as it that brought his Underftanding in
queftion, or rather condemn’d his favourite Ac-
tions, with fo evident a Juftice, that his Under-
ftanding could not complain of the Verdi&.

Tam
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I am fenfible that your Lordfhip’s Underftan-
ding is perfectly good, that your fine Tafte in
the politer Arts is very uncommon, which makes
me the more willing to remove that Blemifh,
which alone does fully your Chara&er ; 1 mean,
that Auri facra fames, which is but too vifibly
the Canker that eats up your Reputation, tho’ I
look upon Avarice to be ‘to the Mind what the
Gout is to the Body, a Malady that the Phyfi-
cians and the Philofophers have not yet been able
to find out any Remedy for, at leaft, fo far as
to work a perfect Cure; yet there have been Me-
dicines that have render’d the Fits more tole-
rable, and lefs frequent and lafting. This, I am
{ure, has been true in the Gout; and I think I
have known fome Inflances where it has not
been lefs fo in Avarice ; that is, I have known
fome Men, whofe Minds have been f{ufficiently
infected with this Diftemper, firuggle up, upon
Occafion, to Actions truly generous ; but whe-
ther this has been the Efte&t of fome fhort Pre-
valence of a contrary Virtue, or the more to
gratify that Vice by fome future Profpe&, which
that fhort Deviation into Generofity drew more
near, and gave them a better Opportunity of
gratifying their darling Vice; let the Motive be
which it will, it 1s certain, that the Action is
always beneficial to the Reputation of him that
does it; and therefore, tho’ the Perfon may not
deferve . the Name of a generous Man, he will
cerrainly merit that of a prudent Man. Avarice
is like Envy, odious to all Mankind, and deny’d
even by thofe who are the greateft Slaves to it ;
yet whilflt they are atham’d to avow the Folly,
that Shame is not ftrong enough to prevail with
them to avoid it. .

Avarice,
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Avarice, tho’ it propofes to thofe who are
guilty of it their Advantage and Intereft, yet
in publick Charaéters there is nothing more 1n-
jurious to them; for when fuch a Man is known
to be avaricious, every one is upon his Guard
againft him ; nor will any one apply to him,
but fuch as his immediate Poft obliges to it.
If your Lordfhip be a Perfon who value your
Reputation, and the Efteem of Mankind, you
muft avoid this Vice with your utmoft Care;
or, at leaft, difguife it fo artfully as to hide the
vifible Tokens of it.- I cannot but think that
your Lordfhip has a Defire of being diftinguifh’d
trom the common bulk of Mankind ; whence
elfe thofe Titles ot Dignity, with which the
Crown has adorn’d you ?» But, my Lord, Titles
are of very little Confequence to the Perfon
who poflefles them, and makes a very {mall Ad-
vance in the Efteem of the World, unlefs the
Virtue and Perfetions of that Perfon be as ex-
alted as his Titles: But it would be a hard
Matter to perfuade the World, that a Perfon,
by what Title foever dignify’d, can merit our
Efteem when guilty of Avarice ; for that Vice
obliges its Slaves to fuch little and mean At-
tempts, as muft render them contemptible ; and
whereever there i1s Contempt, it is impoffible
there thould be Refpe& and Honour. Your
Lordfhip is a Man of Reafon, and therefore
fhould be fuppos'd to have fome regard to that
in the Condu& of your Life; but Reafon is the
greatelt Enemy that can be to Avarice, that al-
ways propofes fome Aim or End that brings, or
contriburtes to, a real Happinefs ; but Avarice is
not only accompanied with a perpetual Care
and Pain, and inexpreflible Fear and Solicitude,

but
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but never arrives at any End, biit is always
purfuing, with a froitlefs Anxiety, what it is
{ure never to enjoy. I confels that Happinefs
confifts in Opinion, and that its Objeét is not
the fame in all Men; but then you muft allow
me, that every Man who purfues a Happinefs,
purfues, at leaft, the Enjoyment of fome par-
ticular Obje&, the Pofleflion of which makes
amends for all the Pains and Fatigues he has
gone through to obtain it ; but the avaricious
Man fecks Riches, not to enjoy them, that is,
not to make ufe of thofe Pleafures, and that
Satisfaction, for which their Poffeffion is only
valuable s for a mere Heap of Gold and Silver
is of no more confequence, than as much Lead
or Iron. I do not forget the Anfwer made by a
Mifer, to one who told him, that he took all
that Pains ‘to rake his Riches together, only to
enable his Son to {quander them away. Let
him (faid he) bur I defy him to jpend them with
balf the Pleafure that I got them. But, my Lord,
this was a falfe Boaft of the wretched Mifer ;
for it was plain, by his whole Life and Conver-
fation, that he never knew what Pleafure was ;
and that the only Benefit he could reap by all
his Gain, was only to give a tranfitory Eafe to
his Pain, a fhort Relief or {laking of his Thirft,
which immediately returns upon him more vio-
lently, or a poor penurious Meal to the moft
voratious Appetite ; and youn might as well tell
me, that the Man who feels a perpetual Hunger
and Thirlt enjoys Pleafure and Happinefs, as
that a Mifer, who perpetually covers more,
finds a Felicity in unfatisfy’d Defire. All our
Paffions, which are the Source of our Pleafure

as well as our Pain, propofe fome End, fome
Obje&t,
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Obje&, which obtain’d, they reft from Purfuir,
and poflefs it with Pleafure ; but Avarice is a
fort of Fox-Chace for Life, where you are fure
never to come at the Quarry-———But, my Lord,
I begin to refleét that I am talking againt the
acute Pains of the Gout, to a Perfon labouring .
under the Viclence of that Diftemper; all I can

{ay will no: leflen the Anguith; and all my Re-
flections are of little Confequence to that Gout
of the Mind Avarice, which Heaven alone can
cure, and a wife Man allay; and your Lordthip’s
Wifdom gives me hopes, that if you cannot
work a perfe& Care on vourfelf, you will, at
leaft, make the Evil tolerable by your prudent
Conduét, and the intermixing fuch A&s of Ge-
nerofity, as may conceal your Diftemper from
the Publick. However, 1 hope your Lordihip
will be fo candid as to believe, that all I have
faid in this Letter has been the Efte& of my
Defires to ferve you, and to prove that I am,

My Lord,
Your Lordfbip’s
moft humble Servant,
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The reciting Poetafter.

Doam forte via facra, ficut mens eft mos, '
Nefcio quid meditans nugarum & totus ip illis:
Accurvit quidam wnotus mihi nomine tantum, &C.

To Spondee Da&y'l.l Efg; at bis Chambers
in the Inner Temple, London.

Dear Coufin,

AM glad to hear by your laft, that you
are in perfeét Health, and follow your
Studies with the utmoft Application; that is
the way, indeed, to arrive at Power and Wealth;;
for the Study of the Law is the moft beneficial
of any that employ the Mind of Man; it ftands
upon a Bottom that can never fail, as long as
Mankind are dire&ed and fet at work by that
litigions Temper, which isnot likely to ceafe in
«.our Days. But give me leave to tell you, that
you feem poflefls’d with another Inclination,
which appears incompatible with your Study of
the Law, I mean your Inclination to Poectry,
for I have feen many of your Verfes ; and muft,
with the Freedom of a Friend and Kinfman,
tell you, you had berter {tick to Cook upon Little-
ton, than throw away your Time on Zirgi/ and
Horace, and Cowley and Spencer, Milton, Wm’feg
all
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and Dryden. You may be capable of making 2
very good Lawyer, and raifing yourfelf and Fa-
mily at the Bar, when you may poflibly make
but a feurvy F1gure in the Province of Verle,
trom whence there is but little to be got to bal-
lance the Risk which you run of being thought
a mere Poetalter; or which is next toit, a barc
Verfifier. 1 own your Numbers are {mooth,
and your Di&ion corre& and forcible ; but in all
thofe Effays of yours, which I have feen, Ican
find little of Defign or Fable, which dif-
tinguifh’d the antient Poets from the mere Dab-
blers in Verfe : T own you may pleafe the injudi-
cious Town by a Smoothnefs of Numbers, and
a Pomp of Expreflion ; but thefe are the

Verfus iinopes verum nugaque canoras

There is another Folly, I am told, you are ex-
treamly gmitv of, and whieh fhows you to be far
gone in this Diftemper ; and that is, your Fond-
nefs and Vanity of reciting your Vetfes in alt
Companies; and this, indeed, gives me fome
Doubts ot your sznius, none havmg been emi-
nent Reciters of their own Works, that ever
writ things worthy reciting. Pirgil, who had
the moft graceful way of reading his own Verfes
in the World, never read them in publick, but
with the utmoft Relu&ance, tho” always certain
of Applaufe when he did it; whereas Fannius,
a Scr:bblcr defpis’d by all the Men of Senfe in
that Time, was the moft diligent Man in the
World in forming of Affemblies to read his Per-
formances to ; and yet it was then a Cuftom for
the Poets to recite what they had written in
publick ; but I believe that Cuftom was foon

L worn
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worn out ; for we find Petrowins Arbiter giving
us an Account, that his Poet Eumolpus was
pelted with Stones by the very Boys, to make
him leave off reciting in publick. Ihave wifh’d
before now for the fame Relief, againft a reci-
ting Poetafter of my Acquaintance.

Rettearr was a Fellow bred to Bufinefs, tho’
not without fome little Latiz, which he learn'd
when he was a School-Boy. This, and reading
Romances, and keeping Company with fome of
the under Poets of the Age, had poflefs’d him
with the Spirit of Rhiming, fo that it made him
“as great a Plague to others as Satisfa&ion to
himfelf. * If you eall’d upon him at his Office,
you would find on one fide of his Desk, the
Wafie-Book, Cafb-Book, Fourial, Leidger, &c. and
on the other a Song to Phillis, Damor’s Com-=
plaint, and many more of that kind; and let
the Bufinefs require never fo much Expedition,
it any one came in who would hear him, it was
all laid afide till he had recited the Verfes he
had by him ; and you were never fecure by any
Place or Company from his repeating Humour;
the Streets and the very Churches were not De-
ferice enough againlt it.  Coming down Cheap-
fide one Sunday, jult as Chuwch was done, and
the Streets crouded with People, 1 met Rettear ;
and thinking myfelf precty f{ecure, both by the
Place and the Time, I bid him good-morrow,
* which was enough to give him a handle for
his plagning me for at leaft half an Hour with
his Verfes, whip his Hand was in his Pocket,
and out comes the Letter-Cafe, replenith’d with
a Cargo of Crambes. 0hb, I'am glad, faid he,
{ have met you, I bave a Curiofity or two to fhow you,
which yet bave-blefydthe Eyes of wery few ; the Pro=

S dntl,
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dufl, I can affure you, of the top Genizts’s of the
Age: By which he hop’d to engage my Atten-
tion ; but if I happend to praife them, he took
care, before we parted, to let me know they
were his own. With much ado I got rid of
him for this time ; and when next I met him it
was at a Mufick-Meeting, where, as foon as
the Performance was over, he {tarted from me,
much to my Satisfaction, to find that the Plague
was defign’d for others and not myielf; for
Rettean being, among other ufeful Qualities, en-
dow’d with an incomparable Aflurdhce, f{eiz'd
upon fome of the firft Quality, and lugs out his
Poetry upon them, not-that he had the Honour
of being known to them, but the good Luck to
know them. The Perfons of Qpality were pleas’d
with his odd Impertinence, and diverted them-
felves with his fantaftick Behaviour; and tho’
they plainly laugh'd at all he {aid and fhow'd
them, yet Rertean imagin’d that he had obrain’d
his End, by making them laugh, tho’ on the
moft ferious Subje&, went off in Triumph, and
overtook me in Tranfport, for I had left the
Place before him, for fear of being taken by
thofe noble Perfons for a Fool of the {fame
Magnitude.

Tho’ all thofe Gentlemen who love to read
their ownVerfes, are not equally troublefome and
impertinent, yet they all are capable of making
a Man very unealy in Company, fince they read
not to {ubmit their Poem to you for Correétion,
but to bribe your Applaufe, by the Deference
they feem to pay to you in admitting you to the
hearing of it: Some of them have fo good a
Memory, that while you think they are reading
they arc only rtpear;ingi and employ their Eyes
- 2 to
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to watch your Countenance, thence to gather
your Approbation or Diflike,” with a greater
Certainty than from your Words: So that all
the while one of thefe Poets reads, you muft fet
a ftri¢¢ Guard upon your Looks, or you will
be fure to difoblige him in {pight of all you can
{ay in his Favour.

I would not have you think, by what I have
faid, that I am againft your fhowing your
Verfes to a Friend; on the contrary, T would
never havgyou part with any, till you have had
the Opinion and Corteétion of the molt judi-
cious of your Acquaintance; but then leave
the Perufal of them to themfelves in their own
Clofets, when they may weigh them with Se-
datenefs, for few or none can make right Judg-
ment of things ef this Nature, by a bare Re-
cital ; for the Reciter either gives them a Grace
in the Repetition, which they have not in them-
{elves; or elfe, on the other {ide, they make fo
bad and avkward a Recital, that the Verfes
fuffer, and feem worfe than really they are.

Thefe are fome of the ridiculous Circums-
ftances which the Affeation of writing often
expofes a young Man to.  Ber Fobufon very well
- obferves, that he had known many a Man
make his Fortune by ufing Poetry as a Miftrefs,
‘but never any one who took it for better and for
worfe, and made it his Wife. T am not there-
fore againit your writing now and then a Copy
of Verfes; becaufe, let their Merit be what
they will among the Judicious, they may happen
to recommend you to fome Man of Power,
“who would be thought a Patron of that Art,
tho’ a fine Talte and a good Judgment in it is
fcarce to be found in Men of that high Station,

MR s - and
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and therefore we fee they generally diret their
Favours by the-Applaufe of the Town, than
which there is nothing more falfe and uncertain,
as the learned and judicious Bez Fohufon long
ago obferv’d, when he tells us that the applaud-
ed Poctry ot the Age was in reality {o defpi-
cably bad, that a Man would not wrap up a
wholfome Drug in it, Write therefore gc}etr}r

feldom, recite it never, give your whole Mind -

to the Study of the Law; and by that you may
raife yourfelf withont cringing to any great
Masn of them all. . This is the hearty, {incere,
and friendly Advice of = g
©
Your loving Kinfman,

. Wrirtrram Wrirsvy.




DON ALONSO
Duke of LER M A4,

A ND

Donna Olympia Dibianchi.

Amata Relinquere pernix.

o] N the Time of Philip III of Spain,
1| Don Almzo Duke of Lerma was fent
i Ambaflador to Rome. He was very
my young for that Poft, having yet not
feen his 3zoth lear, but the Great-
nefs of his Quality and the Brightnefs of his
Partsa

o
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Parts, join’d with the Favour of his King, cafi-
fy fupply’d that Dete@. He was in his Perfen
very graceful, in his Countenance there fhonc a
lovely Manlinefs, his Eyes were quick and
piercing, his Stature tall, and his Inclinations
amorous; all which together made him very
{uccefstul with the Fair Sex.

Donna Olympia was about cighteen Years of
Age, very beautiful, and married to an old Huf-
band ; yet behav’d herfelt with thit Conduét
and Virtue, till the faw Doz Alonzo, that fhe
gave entire Satisfaction to her Husband, and fe-
cur’d herfelf againft all the Cenfures of the Ma-
licious. The only Places where the Women
have any tolerable liberty in thefe Countries are
the Churches, which makes them more fre-
quented by the Ladies than otherwife they
would be, being the Scenes where the beginning
of moft of their Amours are aéted. There hap-
pen’d about this Time to be a great Solemnity
perform’d at the Church of Santa Maria Maggi-
ore, to which a plenary Indulgence had invited
a great Concourfe of People, among whom was
Don Alonzo and Donna Olympia : The Spania-d
came not fo much out of Devotion to the Holy
Virgin, as out of hopes of finding fome new Ad-
venture with {fome fair Votary of hers. Donua:
Olympia, indeed, it we may judge by her paft Ac-
tions, came not with any Earthly Intentions, but
was drawn thither by the cogent Superftition of
the Day and ot the Place, As fhe paft by Do
Alonzo, he was extreamly taken with the fine Mien
and Shape ot her Perfon, but her Face was hid
with her Veil: However, he order’d one ot his
Attendants to watch het Home when fhe went
out, and thatthe more cagerly, becaule as the palt

P | by'
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by his Stand, fhe took care artfully to throw
atide her Veil {o far, as to give him a Sample
of the Beauties conceal’d by it ; for when fhe
came 1n, the Charms of Dor Alwmzo had {o
fi'd her Breaft, that the hop’d by this Difco-

very to engage his Purfuit.
The Meflenger Don Alonzo {ent to follow her
Home, brought him Word, that fhe was the
Wifte of one Seignior Dibianchi a Rich and Miferly
Roman Banker, and that her Name was Donna
Olympia; adding, that he thought {he was one of
the molt beautiful Women that ever he beheld in
his Life, which he difcover’d by an Accident as
fhe paft along; for the Wind being pretty ftrong,
at the fudden turning of a Street, blew her
Veil quite off from her Face. This new De-
fcription of the Beauty of Olympia by his Ser-
vant added to the Eagernefs of the Duke, to
begin an Amour from which he promis’d him-
felt fo much Pleafure, He was not negligent of
improving every Moment to the advantage of his
Paflion ; he therefore, upon enquiry of his Agents,
found that the Family was entirely govern’d by
an old ill-natur’d, covetous Governairte, to whofe
Conduct the old Gentleman entirely confided the
Guardianfhip of his Spoufe’s Honour ; {o that
"Don Alouzo believ’d, that if he could gain the
Governante to his Intereft, he fhould not mifs
that Succefs which he defir'd in his Amour; and
the only way to do this, he knew, was to gra-
tify her predominant Paffion of Avarice; and
this was manag’d by his Agent with that Ad-
drefs, that what by fome ready Gold, and Pro-
mifes of Mountains upon the Succefs, he en-
tirely gain’d the Governante into his Mafter’s In-
terelt 3 with g Promife to deliver a ,]'.z::::n:i1 to
€y
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her, and plead fo heartily for Don Alonzo with
her, that fhe could not but prevail.

The next Day Don Almzo took care to ride
- out of Rome, attended by a noble Train of Ser-
vants ; he took Dibiauch’s Houfe in his Way both
coming and going. The Governante being inform’d
of his Defign of pafling that Way, took care to
place Ohmpia in otie of the Windows, where
fhe might fee and be feen. Don Alonzo made
one of the moft graceful Figures on Horfeback
in the World ; and Olympia, it fhe was {mitten
before, was now entirely enflav’d by this fecond
View; nor was Alwzo lefs in Love with her,
by having fo full a Sight of her Face and Per«
{on.

The Governante took care to praife the Spani-
ard to a Degree above what any Mertal Man
conld deferve, and to try all the Ways that 2
cunning old Woman could contrive, to infinuate
a Paffion into the Brealt of {o tender and young
a Creature. Olympia was f{ecretly pleasd, to
find her an Advocate for her Lover, whom fhe
before ‘apprehended would prove the greateft
Obftacle to their Happinefs; but how agree-
able foever this Difcovery was to her, fhe took
care to conceal her Satistaction, and to put on
an Air of Coldnefs or Indifference to all the Go~
wernante {a1d to her on this Subjeé&.

As foon as Den Alouzo came Heme, all tranf~
ported with what he-had feen; he fet himfelf
down to his Scrutore, and wrote the followin
Letter, :

L ET-
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‘Alonzo to the Charming Olympia.

H E Excefs of your Beauties, which have

{o entirely vanquifh’d the ftubborn Heart

of Almzo,” and made me of the coldeft of Man-
kind, the warmeft and moft paflionate Lover in
the World, 1is the only thing -which comforts me
in my Diftrefs; for furely fhe who excels all |
other Women in Beauty, muft likewife ttanfcend
them in Compaflion; for Nature would have
given you thefe Charms, of which you are Mif-
tre(s, to no manner of purpofe, unlefs the alfo
fupply’d 2 Will to cure thofe Wounds they make;
tmlefs fhe taught you the Juftice of rewarding
a faithful Lover, why fhould fhe give you the
Power of making one? That I am fuch'a one
you may eafily belicve, from confulting” your
own Charms in your Glafs ; they will tell you,
that it is impoflible to fee them without the
higheft Love and Defire : But Olympia’s Powet
over me began even before 1 was bleft ‘with a
Sight of her Eyes; her very Perfon was {ufi-
cient to alarm my Heart, and breed that Dif-
quict, which has never left me fince I firft faw
you pafs by me in the Church : Yes, fair Ohmpia,
your Empire o’er me began by rivaling Hea-
ven itfelf, and turning all my Prayers to the
blefied Virgin, and the Angels and Saints, into
Wilhes, diretted all to the Earthly Angel before
- me.,
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me. But when I had a full View-of your
Perfettions in my Cavalcade, I was entirely loft
+in a Paffion, deftin’d by my Stars, either for
my cxceflive Happinefs or Mifery. Yes, bright
Olympia, my Love is too ftrong to admit any
middle State; Happinefs or Mifery is my Lo,
and that dear tender Bofom muft decide which
is to be my Portion. I know, alas! too well,
that you are another’s; but I know at the fame
time, that it was not your Choice ywhich made
him Mafter of a Treafure, which he can nei-
ther know nor enjoy; for to know and enjoy
fuch a Treafure as Olympia is, 2 Man muft be
Young, Generous and Brave, and have a good
Portion of Senfe : But Dibianchi is Old, Avari-
cious and Bafe, without Senfe enough to fea-
fon him from a Fool; fure thele are Qualities
that can never render him dear to Olympia. Your
Relations made no {cruple to facrifice you to
the Wealth of a Mifer, and by that Mecans to
cut you off from all the Pleafures that Youth
and Gaiety require ; and will you contribute to
the Curle they impos’d on you, and not liften
to a Lover, who is ready to veature every
thing to enlarge you from fo unworthy an Im-
prifopment,  and bring you acquainted with
thofe Raptures of Loye, which you only can
infpire and receive ? this Juftice requires of
you, both as to you and me. If you hear not
my Praryer,_)mu make me the moft miferable of
Men; fo miferable, that to bear it would be
a Proot both of my want of Love and Refo-
lution : No, Olympia, you may aflure yourfelf,
that without your Pity Alnze is no more,

This
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This Letter was fent to the Governante, and
by her deliver'd to Olympia; who, tho® fhe de-
fi'd to read it with the utmoft Impatience,
yet fhe fuffer'd the Govername to prefs her with
abundance of Earneftnefs, before ﬂfe would con-
fent to perufe it ; and yet more Arguments to get
her to return an Anfwer. At laft the took Pen
and Ink, and made this Reply.

L Yy

odi B Tov s s Revo:dh
Olympia to Alonzo.

My Loro,

T is with fome Relu&ance, and a great
! deal of Importunity from your Advocate,
that I prevail with myfelf to make any An-
fwer to your Letter. It is a fort of Crime
in a2 Married Woman, to read any Letter from
a Stranger; but I fear it is making myfelf
a Partner in your Guilt, by taking fo much
Notice of a Declaration of Love, as to fend
any Anfwer at all to it, tho’ it be a Denial.
However, perhaps fo much may be due to your
Quality, as to let you know, that your cri-
minal Suit is here to no manner of purpofe ;
for tho’ my Husband be Old, and pethaps not
entirely 'free from thofe Defefts you imagine
in him; yet my Virtue, I hope, is fufficient to
fecure his Repofe. You tell me I am Young

all
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and Charming, and would you therefore endea-
vour to rob me of my principal Charm, Vir-
tue > without the Guard of which, all thofe
Beauties, which you are pleasd to tell me 1
have, would be no more than the Charms of 2
Proftitute; a thing, which I am confident could
never move a Man of fo fine a Tafte as Doz
Alonzo; and there is but little Hopes of your
Conftancy, when you would rob me of that
very thing which is the chief Caufe of your
Love : Trouble me, therefore, with no more
Letters on fo hatefal a Subjeé&; not that I am
angry at the Paffion that a Man of Almzo’s
Parts and Qualities tells me he has for me, for
we all take Pleafure in being belov’d, at h:aft
in thinking that we are {0, even in an Age, when
Mens Profeffions are not to be weigh’d by their
Words. But if your Love be more than Words,
prove it by your Silence ; and not feek by my
Unhappinefs to eafe your own Difquict.

OryMria)

Alonzo was very well pleas’d that he had ob-
tain’d any Anfwer at all ; for tho” fhe feem’d to
reject his Paffion, he pf:rfwaded himfelf that {he
could not have done more than fhe did on his

firlt Addrefs. He therefore wrote her this fol-
lowing Letter.

L ET:



Fair OLyYmP1a,

O UR Anfwer to my laft gave me 2

great deal of Pleafure, as well as a gteat
deal of Pain. A Letter coming from thofe dear
charming Hands, could not but afford an infinite
Satisfa&ion to a Man that loves like Alonzo. 1
gave it ten thoufand Kifles, and plac’d it in my
Bofom near my Heart, where it lay all the paft
Night, and inrich’d my Slumbers with {uch
Dreams, fuch tranfporting Vifions, whofe Rap-
tures can be equal’d with nothing but Olympia
herfelf. But then, when the Morning Sun had
made my Room light enough to return to the
Perufal of your Letter, my paft Joys found a
fevere Check from your Refentment of my paft
Condu&, and thofe Obftacles which you rais’d
againft my future Happinefls, by making it in-
compatible with your own: No, fair Olympia,
could I be fatisfied, that my Love could be any
ways injurious to your Felicity, I would {ooner
undergo ten thoufand Deaths, than to attempt
the Satisfa&ion of my Love any farther; but
why muft my Paffion be fo fatal to you? or
how, indeed, can it be fo? You fay it is to rob
you of your principal Beauty, your Virtue ; but
1s it impoffible that two can Love, and yet
be innocent? and if that can be, what fhould

make mine more criminal than any others? I
fear
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fear you take Virtue in too rigorous a Senfe;
{fure you might admit both my Létters and my
Vifits without ‘any detriment to it. I only de-
fire to tell you of my Love, to convince you
that I am entirely your Slave, and therefore ab-
folutely under your Command in all my Ac-
~ tions ; fo that you can never be unfafe in the
Company of that Man, who only lives and
moves juft as you fhall order it. 1If, after all,
you perfift in this unmerited Cruelty; 1 fhall
{foon convinee you by my Death, that none ever
lov'd fo well as

AroNnzo.

His Agent took care, as foon as Opportunity
offer’d, to deliver this Letter to the Governaute,
who had brought O/ympia by this time to own
that Alwze was not indifferent to her ; but fhe
could not prevail with her to write him any
more Letters, becaufe fhe did not by any Means
think it proper, to give a Confeffion of her
Love under her own Hand ; fo that for the fu-
ture all was manag’d by Meflages, till Olympia
gave her Confent that he fthonld come and pay
‘her a Vifit, which by Dibianchi’s Abfence at Fref-
cati, they had a lucky Opportunity of effe&ing.
All People at Rome are like their Leaders, Mer-
cenary, and will do any thing for Money ; ac-
cordingly, Alnzo’s Agent had brib’d a Carter,
who generally bronght Meal and Corn to Dibian-
chi’s Granaries, to convey Alonzo in like a Mil-
ler; and from the Granaries, with fome Diffi-
culties and {fome Danger too, he mounted up in-
to Olympia’s Apartment, who was not a little

pleas’d
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pleas’d and diverted at the Sight. But fhe {oon
turnifh’d him' with a rich Night-Gown ; which
he, having caft afide his Miller’s Habit,clapt about
him. Whether thefe young Lovers talk’d only
of Platonick Love, and were as careful of their
Virtue, when together, as when afunder, I fhall
not pretend to determine ; I fhall only fay this,
that they found out feveral Ways and Means of
Meceting together, as often as poflibly they
could, till the Time was now come, that 4/
zo was preparing for his Departure for Spain,
which gave Donna Olympia no {mall Concern for
the approaching Lofs of 2 Lover, who fhe va-
lued more then her Honour or her Life. For
fhe preft Don Alomzo very earneftly to take her
with him ; but he, whofe Paflion was not quite
fo'mad as hers, did all he could to perfwade her
againft {o wild a Refolution, but could not pre-
vail ; but on {olemn Promife, either to return
again to Rome, or make {fuch Provifion for her
Reception in Spain, as might render her Journey
thither lefs dangerous than now it would be. But
whether Alomzo ever intended any fuch thing or
not, or whether he grew tir'd of an Amour
which promis’d him nothing new ; or laftly, whe-
ther the new Grandeur and great Poft, to which
he arriv’d foon after his Return to Spasn, banifh’d
all the lighter Thoughts of Love, I know not,
But O/ympia’s Impatience being proportion’d to
her Love, made her write him the following Let-
ter Lo Spain.

LET-
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Donna Olympia to Don Alonzo Duke of
Lerma. |

3o

T is now three Months, Alo2o, fince you

left Rome, full of Vows and Proteftations
ot erernal Conftancy ; and Oaths, that as I was
entirely Miftre(s of your Heart, you would
omit no Opportunity of Writing to me, and of
preparing all Things ready for my Journey to
your Arms. Oh! Almzo, are all thefe Vows,
all thefe Oaths already forgotten? do you re-
member no more the Pains and Agonies, in
which you lefc the unhappy Ohympia ¢ you {ure
once did Love me, for it was impoffible that
.~ Man could be {o exquifite a Diflembler, to fain
all that Love, which every A&ion and Word of
yours feem’d full of If there had been no real
Paffion in all you faid and did, remember our
laft Parting; it {eems prefent to me even now,
the Tears gufh afreth from my Eyes, and the
Agonies of my Heart are too ftrong to fuffer
me to go on without a Panfe———— When I fell
on the Floor, and {woon’d fo often away that
you defpair’d even of my Life then ; yes, even
then I was not without fome Comfort, for when
| ever I lifted up my Eyes, I had the Pleafure to
|| find the vifible Symptoms of all my Agonies in
dear Alowzo’s Countenance, and which promis’d a
| fincere Partner in my Fate if I had then expir’d.
M Oh!
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Oh! that 1 had, then had I not fuffer’d more
difmal Pangs in my Doubts of Alonzo’s Conitan-
cy; then I had only felc the Pangs of Death,
and fcarce thofe, whilft I was breathing my
Soul into, Almzo’s Arms; but now 1 feel the
Pangs of the Death of Love, which can never
be known in their full Height by any one who
Loves with lefs Ardour than Ofympia. But is it
poflible that Almzo - can be falfe ? is it pofiible
that he thould think no more of O/ympia? for-
give my Fears, I would not be unjuft to'Alonzo;
perhaps ‘he may have written to Olympia, tho’
the dear Letter never came to my Hand.' Spase
is a great Way off; and a'thoufind Accidents
might intercept the wifh’d for Blefling wichout
his Fault; and yet three' Months are gone,. and
not one Word have T'heard from him." Were he
that triie, that conftant’ Alnzo 1 0ade thought
him, hetworld et no Day pafs withiout Wri-
ting fomerhing to ‘me, nor any Hour {lip by
him, without thinking of me; and fure one of
all thofe Letters: might have come to my
Hands ; but none; none, not one, nota Line, not.
a Word, provés beyond Controverfy, that my
Alonzo is falfe or dead. Oh! thatit were the
. latter ; for {fuch is the Extravagance of my Paf-

fion, that I had rather he were dead than falfe ;
Beath fhould foon unite us, but Falfthood f{epa-
rates us for ever.  You will find by my Letter
the Diftra&ion of my Mind; if you have any
Compaffion left for ‘me; whofe Compaffion for
vou has' nndone me, fend me a Letter of your
‘T'ruth ; -pretend at'leaft ro Conftancy, and form
fome ‘Exéufe-for your Silence and long Negleé&
of all ‘your Vows and -Qaths, that I may not
curfe any - Credulity, in:d Man without Faith

e ' 14 and
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and Honour : Cruel RefleGion, difficule Task,
to think ill of the Man whom 1 once have
lovd. Remove my Doubts and confirm my
Pain, by telling me that you Love no more ;
for even that terrible Certainty would be lefs
tormenting than the State of Sufpence; and it
would be fhorter; for it weould immediately put
an end to the Life of

OrvMmria,

Olympid took care to have this Letter convey’d
by a.particular Friend, who was then going to
Madrid; and promis’d to take care that it fhould
certainly. be deliverd into the Duke’s own
Hands. In a few Days after, it was all the
News of Rome, that the Duke of Lerma was in
very great Favour and Power with the King his
Mafter ; which, added to his Silence, made
Olympia ennclude, that fhe was entirely banifh’d
from his Thoughts, which was confirm’d in
about a Month’s Time, by a Letter from the
very Perfon who carried hers. Which inform’d
her, that immediately upon his Arrival at Ma-
drid, he had found Means to prefent the Letter
to the Duke himfelf; but that all the Reply he
had, was, Ah poortuﬂ ifh Woman ; which News
threw Giympm into a Fever, in which fhe was
in imminent danger of lofing her Life. Her
Husband, old Dibianchi, omitted no Charge in
the beft Phyficians to procure her fome Relicf.

It is the Cuftom in Rome and all over lia-
iy, that the elder Phyfician always takes fome
young Student in P);yﬁck with him to his Pa-
tients ; and there, by fhowing him the real

M 1 Symp-
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Symptoms of Nature in every Diftemper, re-
conciles the Pradtice and the Speculation, ex-
plaining the latter, which Books only teach by
the former; which a juft Obfervation of the Dil-
temper can only infltruét them in. * The old Phy-
fician, whofe Patient Olympia was, to this End
brought conftantly with him a young Student,
who was every way Beautiful : His Hair was
a delicate Yellow, and hung in Ringlets upon
his Shouldets, the Down was but jult come on
his Chin, his Eyes were a {prightly Blue, his
Stature inclining to Tall, his Shape fine, and
his Mien agreeable. The Charms of this un-
der Graduate were more effe¢tual in the Cure
of Olympia, than all the Prefcriptions of the old
Phyfician ; the mended apace, but the ill Effe&
of that was, that the lovely Student came no
more. Now fhe, in her turn, apply’d herfelf to
the Governante, and beg’d her Affiftance in the
Satisfaction of a Paflion much more violent
than that fhe had entertain’d for the Duke of
Lerma: The Governante had been too aéive in
the former Amour, to think herfelf fecure any
other way, than by a perfe& Compliance with
all Olympia’s Defires ; by which Mgans you may
be fure it was not long before they brought this
. Affair to its defir’d End. And Ohmpia, in the
Arms of her new Lover, {oon forget the Infi-
- delity of her old one; fo eafily can a Woman

pafs from the Violenee of one Paffion to that of
another. | ‘

LET-
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LETT‘ER i ,

A Dgfence of MAHOMET.

A PARADOX.

Nil tam difficile, tamque occultum, quod unon dicendo
fiat Probabile.

Abdulla Mahumed Omar 0 Eben Mecca, Health,
the 15th of the Month Moharram, in the Yearof
the Hegera 1094.

T was a juft Obfervation of the fage Muly
Ihmael ben Solomonr, that the Prudent and
Wife read little and think much ; for indeed as
thete is no end of writing of Books, fo that
Man who gives himfelf up to the reading all
that comes out, {quanders away his Time in the
idle Amufement of other Men’s Thoughts,
which would be much better employ’d in grow-
ing familjar with himfelf, and weighing his own
Refle&tions as he ought; or in taking care of
his Affairs ; and I can’t but think that our Ara-
bians have done wifely in not tranflating the
Books of other Nations into our Language, at
leaft, that whar they have done in this kind, is
. contain’d in a very {mall Compafs. The Book
which you fent me by the faithful Calb, againit
eur great Prophet, coufirms me in this Opi-
nion; and I muft needs tell thee, that you
M 3 might
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might have better employ 'd your Hours, than
in tranflating it into Arabick. It 1s no new Mat-
ter to find a chriftian Author railing at the
great Prophet, and heaping together a company
of falfe and fcandalous Reflettions, to render
him and his Religiong odious to their own
People. The Author y {end me, indeed, feems
much .the moft fair and candld Boemy that I
have met with among them; he has, to my
Hands, confuted the lying Narrations of moft
of thofe who before him have written on the
Life of Mabomet; but yet there remains fo
muchRancnur dre{l up in abundance of Falfhood,
that I can’t help fending you a few curfory Re-
flections upon what he has advanc’d; for a full
Anfwer to every Particular of his two Traéts
would take up too much Time.

If ever you fall into Company with the Au-
thm‘, who you tell me is ftil alwe; I would have
you, as far as you dare venture in that Country,
t0 urge to him what I fhall here offer.

That Auchor is very much to be fufpected of
Falfchood, who lays his Foundation on fuch
Falts, r,he Truth ot which it was impoffible for
him ever to come at a certain Knowledge of ;
but When fuch an Author becomes very par-
ticular in the moft minute Circumitances of
"Things not capable of being I{nown, it is an evi-
dent Demonftration, that Truth is the leaft of
his Care. The Author you fend me is of this
kind, and makes it his Buﬁne{'s to pick up a
company of Stories, equally foolifh and fcanda-~
lous, from the ignorant Enemies of the great
Moahomet, whom he reprefents as a moft {aga-
cious and cunning Perfon, and not therefore like-
iy to 'E‘KPch cither his Defi ign or his Defe&ig tfr

- fuch
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fuch as could or would make ufe of them to pre-
judice that illuftrious Charaéer, which, as ghis
Author contends, was his Aim to eftablifh of
himfelf in the World: Nay, this very Writer
tells you, that he never fo much as own’d the
Cheat to Cadigha his Wife, whofe Interelt would
have oblig’d her to Secrecy, but that by his
frequent inculcating to her his Vifions, the was,
at laft, convinc’d of their Reality. Bat how
this Author came to know the private Conver-
{ation betwixt Mahomet and his Wife ; and that
his Slave Zayd Ebn Hareth embrac’d his Revela-
tion merely to get his Liberty, would be worthy
this Authot’s declaring to the World, left at
the fame time that he is endeavouring to fix an
Impofture upon Mahomet, he gives undeniable
Proof of Forgery himfelf; or, at leaft, that he
is a Retailer of Forgery ; for this Information
mutft either come from Friends or from Enemies ;
I mean this, not only ot what I have mention’d,
but of all that Stuft which he has heap’d to-
gether about the private TranfaGions of Mabo-
met, before he got that Power to which he
afterwards arrivid. = This Information, I fay,
muft come either from a Friend or Enemy ; not
from a Friend, for Friends never deliver Infor-
mations to the prejudice of a Friend; if from
an Enemy, he would do well to thow how an
Enemy could be admitted into Sccrets, which
could not, in common Senfe, be confided to
any but the fureft of Friends: Next, this Infoi~
mation muft come eicher from a Muffelman or a
Renegado (for fuch a one he fomewhere quotes)
not trom a Muflelman, for the faithful Believer
could never give information of things injuricus
to'the Propher, whom he believ'd deputed by
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Godg if from a Renegado , I do belicve this
Ge leman will not, in lus own Cafe, think fuch
a one a {ufficient Evidence agamﬂ the Faith
which he profefles ; and if he will not allow the
Evidence of one who has forfaken his Religion,
and embrac’d Mabometifm, we have no Reafon
to allow the Accounts of one, who has left us
to embrace the Faith of the Chriftians ; {uch
Men generally endeavour to make themfelves
agreeable to thofe to whofe Religion they are
Converts, by blackning thofe whofe Religion
they have forfaken.

The fame may be {aid of the Account this
Author gives of Mahomet's making the Alkoran,
by the help of Bahira, a Chriftian Monk, .m;:l
Abdaf!ab .Ef'ﬂ Salem, a Perfian Jew ; for tho’ he
quotes from the Algoran itfelf, that Muabomet
complains of his being accus’d by his Enemies
ar Mecca, that he had receiv’d Affiftance in the
forming the Alcoran from others; yet that is far
from proving that thofe were the Men whom he
mention’d, for it is not very likely that the Ex-
cellence of the Arabick Language fhould be de-
rived from two Foreigners, a Syrian and a Per~
fian : But he {ays this was well known at Mecca,
which is an Affirmation without Proof; and, by
confequence, {ufficiently confuted by a Denial.

It is certain and obvipus to every Man, that
knows any thing of the World, that eminent
Merit can never appear in the World, without
raifing Enemies; and therefore it was no Wonder
that Mahomet had his Share of them in this City
of his Nativit}r, Prophets Jeldom meeting with Ho-
uguy i their own Country; and therefore, tho' I
foould grant that thefe things were the Tittle
Tattle of the great City of Mecca 5 yet 1 can

fce
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fee no great Advantage this Conceflion will be
to this Author, f{ince the Tirtle Tattle of 2
Town is but a very fallacious Foundation for an
Hiftorian to build his Accounts on. There
were found in Ferufalem (according to the Ac-
counts which the Chriftians themfelves give us)
Mifcreants who call'd even Fefus himfelf a
Wine-Bibber, and faid that he caft out Devils
by the Power of Belzebub the Prince of Devils;
yet {ure this Author will not allow thofe Blaf-
phemies againft that holy One, to be fufficient
Fa& for an Enemy to inferc as Truth, in any
Hiftory he fhould think fit to write of the Life
of that Prophet of the Chriftians. Thus I
might go thro’ molt, if not all the Fads related
by this Author; but I think this is {fufficient to
prove, that little Regard is to be had to what-
ever he delivers, fince there’s little Reafon to
fuppofe that he has taken more care of Truth
¢ in them, than in what I have made my Remarks
upon ; I thall therefore turn my Confideratians
to remove the Load laid upon AMabomer by this
Author, as a Venter of an Impofture ; that is,
of delivering a new Religion prejudicial to
Mankind, as the Revelation of God, which
was yet his own Invention, to promote and gra-
tify his Ambition and Luft; for this is the Sum
of the Charge brought againit him by this Auv-
- thor. Before I come ciofe to this Point, I muft
beg the Author’s Leave to endeavour to fet him
right in his Notions of fome Particulars, in
which he is certainly very erronious or very igno-
rant ; I mean, his Notion of his Ambition and
his Luft : As for his mounting up to Power, by
advancing of his Doérine, that was abfolutely
neceflary for the promoting of that Doétrine, and
fo was, julily f Pea_l{ing, the Mcans and not the
A { End
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FEnd of his Aim and Defire. Thus Mofes could
not effe& theDeliverance of the Children of Ifrael,
but by affuming the Power of their Leader and
Hecad, the Maker and the Difpenfer of their
Laws ; yet fure no Man ever yet upbraided him
with Ambition, as the End and Dcfign of his
carrying the -Children of Jfrael out of Egypr,
fince without that Power he could not fullfill
that Miffion upon which God had fent him.
And thus it was in the Cale of A4rabia, which
being divided into many Tribes, who had fre-
quently War with each other, Muahomet had no
way of uniting them into one Body, and of fix-
ing his Religion among them, but by making
himfelf their Head or Leader, which Neceffity
{ufficiently clears him from the Imputation of
Ambition. ‘

As for his Luft, which this Author makes
another Motive of his ftirring and promoting
his new Religion, I cannot fee the lealt Ground
in Reafon for it; and all that the Author gives,
is becaufe he had one and twenty Wives; or, at
leaft, fitteen. 'This Author is born in a cold
Country, and becaunfe the Laws and Cuftoms of
that Place oblige the Husband to have but one
Wife, he attributes the having more to a finful
Luft, tho’ it has always been 2 Ufe in moft of
the hotter Countries, to have a Plurality of
Wives ; and Nature itfelf feems to have eltab-
lifh’d this; for whereas there are more Males
than Females born in a colder Climate, there
are more Females than Males born in thofe Re-
gions nearer the Sun, as is plain from this, that
there is no want of Females, tho’ every Man
have more than one. Whatever this Gentleman
may make a Sin, it is plain that Poligamy was

never
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never thought one in the purer Ages of the
World, even according to that Account which
we find in the Bible of the Chriftians, for to
that I all along refer, and not to the Alcoran,
becaufe I know the latter is of no Authority
with my Adverfary. HFaceb had not only two
Sifters to his Wives at the fame time, but alfo
went in to his Maid Servants, and begot Chil-
dren upon them, without any Imputation of
Luft. What does this good Author think of
David ? a Prophet confels’d, and a King accor-
ding to God’s own Heart; befides Michal and
Merab, he had, before his coming to be King,
Abigail, the very recent Widow of old Nabal;
and after he was King, three hundred Wives
and Concubines, withut being upbraided and
reproach’d with Luft; nor was he ever found
fault - with -on account of Women, fave only in
the Bufinefs of Uiah, where both Luft and
Murder met together. Nor did the Chriftian
Difpenfation put an End to the Lawfulnels of
Poligamy , or deliver any Laws or Precepts
agamft it; nay, it may be deduc’d from the
Chriftian Bible, that the primitive Chriftians
had the fame Cuftom, elfe this Injun&ion had
been very fuperfluous, Let a Bifhop be the Husband
but of cue Wife. But, in truth, the confining
of Men to one Wite came from the Pagan Ro-
mans, whofe Cuftom being’ to marry but one
Woman at a time, and they having conquerd {o
valt a Part of the then known World, fix’d
their Laws and Cuftoms among all the Nations
which they {fubdued to their Empire.

Had this Author prov'd that Mabomer grati-
fy’d his Luft by a promifcuous Copulation, that
he did, upon all Qccalions, indifferently go in

; : 1o,
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to, and pofle(s whatever Woman came in his
Way, and allow’d the fame in.his Followers, he
had done fomething towards making good his
Charge of Luft againft him ; but to condemn
him for a limited Poligamy, only becaufe it was
the Cuftom of a northerly Peoplée to have no
mote than one Wife, is a Proceeding as whim-
fical as unjuft; and it is ftill more unjuit to
draw this Confequence from it, that his firft
and chief Aim and Defign, in his great Under=
taking, was to gratify that Luft ; from which,
and from the Charge of Ambition, having fo
evidently deliver’d him, I fhall proceed to put
his real Defign in a jult and fair Light,

Whether Muahomet were really a Prophet or
not, I fhall not in this Place examiue ; that will
beft' appear by the great End of his Under-
taking, and the wonderful Accomplithments
thereof; for it will be a difficult Matter to con-
ceive how a Man, from a privare Station, in
{pight of all the Oppofition he met with,
fhould arrive” at that great and indifputable
Power of uniting a divided Nation, compos’d
of diftinét Governments, into one Body ; and of
overturning and extirpating thart falfe idolatrous
Religion, which prevail'd in all the Eaft Parts,
at his Appearance, without allowing that his
A&ions were conduéted by a particular Indul-
gence and Care of Providence itfelf. Sy
“““In the midft of that Darknefs of Idolatry,
which was {pread all over his Country, Mahomet
was the firft, who, either by the extraordinary
Strength of his Reafon, or a particular Infpira-
tion from Heaven, arriv’d at the Knowledge of
one eterrial God the Creator of all Things, and
“to whom only our Adoration was due; and it
could
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could not be without a great deal of Pain; that
he {faw his Countrymen all loft, in a Way that
muft be {o difpleafing to that God, who has
every where, and in all times, declar’d himfelf
a Hater of the Worthipers of Idols. © What
fhould he do to put an end to this Wickednefs?
Experience had thown him that there was little
Hope of a Remedy to this Evil from the
Chriftians either of Ethiopia, or thofe few Ara~
bian Chriltians, who were fettled among them.

‘The molt that had ever been attempted by the
Ethiopians, was now and then to aflift the latter
with their Armies, againit their Pagan Neigh-
bours ; but no Endeavours had ever been us’d
by either, to convert them from their Idolatry ;
and, indeed, their Lives and Converfations, and
thofe Pagan Corruptions and Superftitions,
which they had receivd into their Faith, to-
gether with the Divifions that reign’d among
them, and render’d their Religion fo uncertain,
and often contradiftory, made them the moft
unfit People in the World for fuch an Under-
taking, and had drawn upon them the Contempt
of the Idolaters; and where there is Contempr,
there can never be an Influence ftrong enough
to produce or bring about fo great a Work.
All Hopes therefore being cut off from their
neighbouring Chriftians, Mahomer muft either
have given over his ftrong Defire of refcning his
beloved People and Countrymen, or be oblig’d
to {eck among the remoter Chriftians for Relief.
During this time, he made it his Bufinefs to en-
quire ferioufly into the original Principles of the
Chrifians; and was therefore _in&m&’ed”by
Babira in the Do&rines of Fefus Chrift, which he
always admird as moft divine Speculations.

But
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But when he came to confider, that for, at leaf};
two or three hundred Years, thofe who call’d
themfelves Chriftians, had entirely forfaken thofe
Doétrines, and mingled fo much of Hearheni{m
in their prefent Religion, that to have follow’d
any of them, would have been only to change
one Idolatry for another; he found that the
original Book of the Chriftians, which they call
the New Teftament, confifted of the moft exalted
Morals in Nature, and {everal other Particulars,
whence the fucceeding Chriftians had deduc’d
many Articles of Faith, which they had made
more eflential to believe, and of greater Confe-
quence to be maintain’d, than the moral Inftitu-
tions that were given them in the fame Book for
their Practice ; and that in the End, thefe Cre-
denda, or Articles of Faith, had engrofs’d the
Minds of all the Chriftians, and fo divided
them into Parties and Faétions, that each Side
gave the contrary to the Devil. So that had he
had an' Inclination to have apply’d himfelf to
the Chriftians, it would. have been impoffible
for him to have known which Party to have
chofen, wich that Certainty, which feem’d ne-
ceflary on fuch an Qccafion; the only means he
had left, was to make choice of the moral
Loétrines of Jefus Chrift ; and recommend them
to bis People, in fuch a manner as might make
them agreeable unto them. And this leads me
to the Docéirines of Mabomet.

In the fetting forth which, I fhall make ufe
of the Words of this very Author, which are
thefe : .

« After he had gotten thefe nine Difciples;
‘“ fome.of which were the Prineipal Men of the

City, he began openly to publith his I:npnf-f

* ture
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“ ture to the People of Mecca, in the gqth -

“ Year of his Age; and publickly to declare
“ homfelt a Prophet fenc by God, to reduce
“ them from the Error of Paganifm, and to
teach them the ‘true Religion. . The firlt
Doétrine thiat he propagated among them,
was, That there was but owe God, and that
he only is to be worfhip’d ; and that all Idols
were to be taken away, and their Worthip
utterly abolifh’d ; and that thofe that f{ay
ij_{ hath Sons or Daughters, or that there
are any other Gods aﬂbc:mted with him, are
“impious, and ought to be abhor'd.”

‘Before T come “to this firlt Dottrine itfelf, X
can’t but take Notice of the Word Impmyfz:re,
by which, 1 fuppofe, he means a Falthood or
- Forgery,' which Mahomes advanc’d for Truth.
But he very oddly gives this for an Inftance of
the Forgery, that the great Propher eftablifh’d
for his firft Principle the Unity of the Godbead.
And does this Chriftian Declaimer againft Ma-
hometifm really think this Principle a Forgery 2
it {o, he is rather an Advocate ftor Polytheifm,
and not for Fefis Chrift, who preach’d, that
there was but one God as well as Mabomet ; {o
blind has his Zeal againlt us made him. = But
perhaps he may fay, that the Word ZImpofture
relates to his Pretenfions of being a Prophet
fent from  God to ‘abolith Jdolatry ; but whether
Mahomet was a Prophet, I fhall not in this
Place difpute; yet fure 1 am, that the abolifh-
ing Idolatry, and the fetting up the Worfhip of
the one true God, among a People loft in the
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Worfhip of one God amongft us, and fo effeGu>
ally abolith’d Zdolatry in thefe Parts, that it has
never rifen again in any Shape amongit us for
above one thoufand Years ; whereas Idolatry fo
{oon got fooring again among the Chriftians,
that the prevailing Part of them condemn’d the
Lonoclafts as Hereticks, only for breaking or de-
{ftroying the Idols that were crept into the
Chriftian Churches. rovy

~ Well, we have gain’d this Fundamental Point
of all Religion, even by the Conceflion of an
Enemy; {o that whatever Falfities are built up-
on this Foundation, our very Enemies do allow
that the Foundation itfelf is an eternal Truth ;
but the other Parts of the Do&rine of Mubownret,
(excepting thofe Injunctions of extirpating Ido-
latry, where-ever his Religion prevail’d) confilts
of the Moral Duties that are to regulate our
Aéions towards one another ; and that thefe are
recommended and enforc’d with a wonderful
Warmth thro’ the whole Alkoran, is what has
been acknowledg’d by the greateft of our Ene-
mies, tho oftentimes wrapt up in Parables and
Allegories, according to the Manners of our
Pecople, who delight in that Way of Speaking ;
nor would have been touch’d with any ether, as
this Author might have known, if he had un-
derftood our Cuftoms and Manners, as well as
fome ot his Neighbours have done, in one of
whom I find this Account.

As for the Arabians, if you enguirve into their
Books, you'll find nothing but unnatural Metaphors,
Similitudes and Fitions. T heir Alcoran zs of this
Kind ; and Mahomet declares that he made it fo,
that it wight be winderftood. with lefs difficuity, and
leavve @ raove dafting Impreffion. It this Author had

known
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known this, he would not have made fuch 2
Stir about Makomer’s Journey to Heaven, which -
1s one of thefe Allegories here mention’d. A4/~
borack, which fignifies Lightning, is only Thought,
which moves as {wift as Lightning ; and the
Ladder of Light, by which he and Cabriel af-
¢ended up to Heaven, was Comemplatien, by
which we pafs thro’ all the Heavens up to the
Throne of God ; and the wonderful Cock; whofe “
Crowing God took delight to hear, and which
Man never heard or regarded, was the Prayers
of the Juft; and 1o on to all the reft, which
have full as eafy an Explication.

I know, that he urges that one Perfian Au~
thor will have the whole A4loran to be under-
ftood literally ; but can fee no Reafon why he
fhould deliver that Author’s Opinion as a gene-
ral Tenet of the Muhometans; or why he fhould
deprive us of the Benefit of AMetaphor and Alle-
gory, to which both "he and moft of the Chrif-
tian Authors are fain to have recoutfe, to folve
many Things in their own Syftem from that
Abfurdity, which elfe they would lie under : As
in the Story of the Prophet, who brings in the
God of Truth, confulting with his Spirits ot
Angels, who fhould go forth and be a lying Spiric -
in the Mouths of the Prophets of Ahab. And
thus in the Neuw-Zeffament they muft plead the
fame Excufe, when Chriff fays, he is a Door, 3
Way, and a Vine, as well as when he fays,
that the Bread and the Wine are his Body and
Blood, fince from the rejecting the Metaphor in
this laft Cafe, has fprung up a moll notorious
Piece of Idolatry among the Chriftians, as is
acknowledg’d by this_very Author; fo thar it
feems but an equitable Requeft, that we fhould

N make
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make ule of the fame Advantage of the Alle-
gory and Metaphor to folve the Difficulties and
feeming Abfurdities, which otherwife our Syf-
tem might be charg’d with, none of which are
cither {o great, or near o dangerous as that
which eftablithes a Doétrine that teaches a Piece
of Bread or Wafer to be chang’d by the Words
of a Prieft, tho’ never fo foolifh, ignorant or

" wicked. into the God that made Heaven and

. Earth. This Author obje&ts to Mahomet, that
/' he pretended not to deliver any new Rehgmn
unto the Arabians, but only to revive that old
‘one which God had revealed to” Abrabam, and
Abrahamdeliver’d to Ifmael, the Founder of their
Nation ; and which had continued among them,
till corrupted by the Wickednefs of Men into
that Jdolatry which he was now come to abolifh.
‘This Author would imply, That this Aflurance
of Mahomet was a Falthood, and that he did
deliver a new Religion, otherwife he wounld
have been obliged to have cleared Mahomet of his
Accufation of his being an Jmpofior, and only
made him guilty of uﬁng fome pious Frauds to
eftablifh a Religion beneficial to his People, as
he has done Wlth Numa and Minos in Rome and
in Crete, whom he makes good and great Men,
notwuhﬁandmg their falfe Pretenfions to have
received their aws and religious Precepts from
{ome heavenly Being ; f{ince by thofe Pretenfions
they made their Laws and Precepts go down
with their feveral People, {o as to civilize them
from that Parbarity with which each of them
was infe¢ted. But tho’ this Chriftian Author be
fo favourable to thefe Heathen Legiflators, he
will not allow Mabomet to be as meritorious,
tho’ the former eftablith’d Zdo/atry by their Laws,
- g - 1
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and the latter abolifh’d it, and fix’d on its Ruina
the Adoration of the one trne and eternal Gud;
Creator of Heaven and Earth; a Bencfit greater
to the Arabians, without all manner of doubt,
than that which Mines and Numa could beltow
on the Cretans and Romans, even in refpe& of this
World, raifing his Countrymen to 2 greater Em~
pire in afew Years, than even Rome itfcif ever
obtain’d, as this very Aurhor confefles.
" But this Gentleman’s bare Affertion, without
any Proof, will never be able to pafs with Men
of Reafon. I would fain ask him what he calls
Religion > Whether*he confines that Word only
to particular Modes and Ceremonies of Wotthip,
or will extend it to the Worthip itfelf; and thofe
Duties which are dependant upon it? If he (ays
the former, he will not only make the Religion
of Mofes new, as well as that of Fefens Chrift, but
even thofe feveral Divifions or Diftinétions a-
mong the prefent Profeflors of Chriftianity, whe
differ in the Ceremonial Part of Religion very
much from one another; and fo may be call’d;
according to him, each in its Turn, a new Re-
ligion ; nay even the Romifh Part of the Chrifti-
ans would be {plit into more than two Religions;
fince the Ceremonies that belong, even to the
Mafs, are different among the Deminicans, from
what they afé among the relt of the Rornj Cler-
gy. And thus, if the firft Chriftians made ufe
of any Ceremonies, they were, in Probability;
thofe mentioned in the Apoftolical Cenflitutions ;
and thofe we may ailow to be fo different from
thofe inftituted by Mfes, as to deferve the Name
of New : But if that only be a new Religion
which differs from the former in the Objeét of
Worthip, and the Moral Duties impos'd by it;
N z then



[ 180 ]

then certainly neither that of Mofes, nor that of
Sefus Chrift, nor that of Mabomet, were new Re-
ligions : That of Mofes was no more than the
Revival and enforcing by Laws that Religion,
which Adam, Noah, Abraham, Ifaac, Facob and

- Ifmael profefs’d, which was to adore one only

God, and him to love and obey with their whole
Heart, and whole Soul, and ro perform thofe
Moral Duties, which the Neceffity of Humane
Society, and in that the Will of God impos'd
upon Mankind. ‘Thus Fefus Chrif, if this Au-
thor will allow his Authority, tells us, that to

. love God above all things, and our Naighbmu as
. ourfelves, was the whole Law and the Prophets;

that is, that Mofes and the Propkets taught the
Ifraelites a Religion which entirely confifted in
the Love and Adoration of one Eternal God,and
an extenfive Love of one another. And thus
the Docrine of Fefns himfelf wasnot new, but

. the fame that Mifes had taught before, with this

only Difference, that our Moral Duties to our
“Neighbours were commanded with more Force

- than before ; and this admirable and divine Rule

e T TR .

.
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fer down, by which the meaneft and moft igno-

rant Capacity might know with the utmoft Cer-
tainty when he oftended againit thefe Moral Du-
ties, and when not, as this Precept plainly thows;
Do not thou that to another, which thonw wouldft wnot
bave another do untothee. Idolatry, that formerly
had been {o common a Vice amongft the Fews,
was, at the Appearance of Fefus, entirely abo-
lifhed in fudea ; but that People were extremel
corrupted in their Morals, and a criminal Sel
Love having been long fpread among both Priefts
‘and People, there was nothing to be foud but
Avarice, Rapiney Injuftice and Opgreffon ; for pla~
e ' cing
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cing their Righteoufnefs in the rigid Obferva-
tion of fome Ceremonials and Circumftantials in_
Recligion, they had entirely Toft “its real Sub-
ftanice.” To reftore this fcems the whole Aim,
Drift and Defign of the Miffion of Chrift ; for to
that all his divine Do&rines plainly tend, which
is {ufficient to fhow, that the Chriftian Religion,
in its Foundation, was only the Reviving of that
of Mpfes. AN | sl

~ The Bufinefs of Mahomet was not only to en-

force the Moral Doétrines, but alfo to eftablith
the Adoration of one Ged ; for the People, among
whom it was his Lot to be thrown, were gone

vaftly aftray in both; it was therefore his In-
tent to revive the Religion of /fmael the Founder
of his Nation, and which he had learn’d from

his Father Abrabam, which was the Adoration

of one God,d&re. And this is enough to prove,
that Mahomet {aid nothing but Truth, when he
told the Arabians that he did not preachto them

a new Religion, but only that old one, which
;heir Father Ifmael profefs’d many Ages be-
ore.

“ By what I have faid, you will find, that I am
not for recriminating upon the Author, or for
following his Method in blackning his Law and
its Founder ; no, -1 am really of Opinion, that
not only Mabhomet, but Fefus Chrift and Mofes al-
{o were fent from God for the Benefit of Man-
kind." Itis pretry plain, that the Miflion of AZ-~
fes was to the Ifraelites alone, and fo far from be-
ing intended for any other Nation, that the Law

about Profelites made it difficult for a Stranger

to be admitted into the Congregation of the

Sons of Faceb. And it is plain from the Chrif-

tians own Book, that the Apoftles had fome
L S T Docbis
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Doubts, whether any but the Fews were to be
.admitted into the Bencehit of their.new Difpenfa-
Wtion; tho” upon a Confult it was determin’d,
That the Gentiles fhould alfo have the Gofpel
E“rc.:chu.d_ unto them. What Progrefs it made
during the firlt three bundred Years, I have no
Occalion to enquire. The Chriftians have ta-
ken Care to publifh large Accounts of that Par-
ticular, but how true they are, I know not, nor
1s it much to my Purpofe ; but from the Chrif-
tian Authors themfelves it is very evident, that
as {foon as the Chriflian Religion became efta-
blifh’d at Court, and was the Prince’s Religion,
it rerain’d very lictle of that Simplicity and Pu-
rity, which is {o vifible in the Gofpels. Pride,
Ambition, Avarice, Feuds and Fatlions, divided
the Teachers of it, and immortal Wars were
commenc’d by the Pens of the Writers of all
Sides, that true Religion was {oon forgot 5 and
the Propagation of it remain’d chiefly in the
Emperors, by excluding all from Places of Profit
or Truft thro’ their valt Dominions, but fuch as
were Chriftians, Thus for two hundred Years
longer their Confufions and Divifions increafed,
and will never be ended, till fome other great Pro-
phet appear among ‘em, who muy put an End
“to their Difputes, and unite all Parties. -
" "In'the mean time, that is, in the fixth Centu-
vy of the Chriftians Hegera, Mahomet appear’d
in our Part of the World, and fettled his Reli-
gion, extirpating Idulatryi out of great Part of
Afia, Africa and Europe; in all which Parts the
Worfhip of the one true God remains eftablifh’d
to this Day. AndI am of Opinion, that there

~ will other Prophets arife in other Parts of the
iy T' ) S T World,
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World, who fhall deftroy what remains of Ido-
latry upon the Face of the Earth.

Here I muft obferve one thing, asto our Au-
thor’s Proof of his own Religion in its Founda-
tion, which is, That he obferves, that the Chrif=
tian Religion began not in a private unknown
Part of the World, like 4rabia, where Mahomet's
Dog@rine firft appear’d, but in Fudea, a noted
Country, and then a Province of the Roman Em-
pire.  'This Argument is built on a childith Fol-
ly and Falfity. Fuft, What can be more chil-
difhly ridiculous than this Diftin¢tion of his of
SFudea from the reft of the World? As if every
Nation in the World were not as much known
to its neighbouring Nations as fudea could be to
thefe Nations about it. He is pleas’d to fay
in one Place of his Book, That the Arabians
were a cunning and acute People ; tho’, indeed,
he at laft makes them very ftupid, and extreme-~
ly credulous. Baut after all that this Gentleman
has faid, Fudea was that unknown Corner of f the
then known World, as he would have 4rabia to
have been. The Fews were fo much the Con-
tempt of Mankind, that no body ever mirded
what they faid, or what they did: And tho’
we thould grant that the Romans had a Prator in
Ferufalem, yet that does not falve the Falfity of
this Author, when he tells us, that it was a Re-
man Province, fince it had at that very time a
King of its own, Herod by Name ; but no Re-
man_Province ever had a Kma at the fame
time it was a Province, as is plain from all the
Roman Hiltory ; nor dxd the Refidence of a Ro-
man Mag}ﬂrate in Ferufalem make the Affairs of
that Nation any more notorious to the World,
than hitherto they had been, clfe it had been

N 4 impoflible
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impoffible that fo many great and wonderful
Miracles could be done in that manner, without
being taken Notice of by any one Hiftorian of
that time, whether Few or Gentile. 1 urge not
this to bring into doubt the Miracles that are
faid to be done in that publick Manner, but to

{fhow that the Fews were f{o infignificant a Peo-
i ple 1 the Eye both of the Romans and Greeks,
- that whatever Tranfaéions might happen among

them, they were not thought of Importance

..enough to be taken Notice of by any one elfe.

This is evident from a Romar Author that is
yet extant ; I mean Fuftin, who gives a quite
different Account of the Departure of the /-
vaelites from Egypt, from that which we find in the
Hebrew Hiftory ; tor Fuftin makes them to be ex-
pell’d and driven out of Egypr by the Egyptians
themfelves, becanfe they were generally infeéted

e e

“with the Leproly, which they apprehended

might {pread to their own Countrymen, if they
permitted that fcabby Race to continue among
them. For my part, T am far from giving
Credit to the Scandal of Fuftin; 1 only vrge it
to fhow that the Romar Authors either did not
know the true Hiftory of that Affair, or know-
ing it, contemn’d it ; either Way it fhows that
Sudea was not that confpicuous Country, which
this Author contends it was. -

To this weak Proof of his Caufe, I fhall add
one fully as weak to prove the Badnefs of ours,
He fays, That the People of Meccq were pre-
par’d to receive any Impofture by their being fal-
len into a State of Atheilm, or a total Renun-

“ciation of all Religion; but by what Sort of

Ratiocination he makes this out, I cannot guefs:
For to us poor Mortals of the Torrid Zone, it
appears
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appears a flat Contradi&tion to common Senfe ;
and is as much as to fay, That thofe who are
moft againft us, are moft for us; that thofe who
have no Faith at all, fhould be the moft likely
to be credulous; and that thofe fhould believe
the Rewards and Punifhments hereafter, who
did not believe any Hereafter at all ; that thofe
thould credit Mahomer’s Aflurance of his being
fent by God, who did not {fo much as believe 2
God. 1 would fain have this Learned Gentle-
man inform us how many of the Sadducees there
were among the Dilciples of Chrift; or fome o~
ther Way make out this diflicult Paradox. One
Argument more againit us I fhall take Notice of,
and then conclude.

He brings it as an Objection againft the Doc-
trine of the Aloran, that, contrary to the Doc-
trine of the Gofpe/ of Chrif?, it enjoins War, and
the Deftruétion of our Enemies, for the Propa-
gation of our Religion, and for that only. I
might ask him indeed for what it might be
done with greater Juftice? I fuppofe he does
not contend, that all Manner of War betwixt
Princes is unlawful, and againft the Gofpe! ; if
that be his Opinion, let him convince his Chrif-
tians of it firflt, who are almoft always at War
with one another. Burt not to defer my Anfwer,
till he has done that great Task, I fhall try to
vindicate Muabomet in this Particular.

What God has once commanded, can never
be unjult at any time: Now ’tis plain, that
God commanded the Ifraelites to extirpate the
Nations of the Land of Canaan for their Idola-
try, and work’d a very great Miracle in the
Execution of this Command, when he made the
Sun and Moon ftand ftill to yicld Fofhua Light

to
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to compleat that Slaughter of the Canaanites,
which hisviétorious Arms had begun. '
Was not Saul rejeéted from the Crown of JJ~
rael for his {paring Agag ? Was Idolatry more
‘hateful to God then, than it is now? Was it lefs
odious to him in the time of Mahomet, than in
the time of Mfes, or of the Kings of Ifiael,

‘. whofe Nation, with themfclves, were deftroy’d

for this Offence alone ?
“ 1 grant, that there is nothing of this in the
Gofpel, nor was there any Occafion for it, be-
caule Power was not committed to the Hearers
of it ; nothing but Prayers and Perfuafions were
their Weapons. Man was invited into the Gof-
pel, but herefus’d the Invitation ; and therefore
Mabomet came with Power to force Men into
his Religion, which feems to be foretold in the
‘Parable of the Marriage-Feaft, to which the 1n-
vited Guelts did not come; and therefore the
Mafter of the Fealt orders his Servants to go
~out, and force in the Paflengers, the Blind and
the Lame, tll his Table was full. Aahomes
-was in this foretold, and was one of the Servants
{fent out to force in the Blind and the Lame ;
that is, the Idolaters, into the Houfe of Gud,
the heavenly Bridegroom. & |

But then he will fay, This fhows, that the
Morals of the Gofpel are much more pure and
heavenly than thofe of the Akoran. Suppofe I
fhould grant this, I cannot fee what Advantage
that would be to any of the prefent Chriftians;
for what is it to the Purpofe, that they have a-
mongft them a Book containing the moft admi-
rable Precepts of Moral A&ions, calculated to
makeé even a Heaven here on Earth, if truly ob-

ferv'd ; and yet which are never reduced into
Praétice ?

-
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Pragice? It muft be faid, either they cannot re- =

duce them into Pra&ice, or they will not ; if
they cannot, then they declare they are meer
Speculations, and incapable of Pradice, which
indeed is accufing God of Injuftice in prefcribing
fuch Laws to his People, that he knew their
Nature was not capable of performing ; but on
the other hand, if they can, and will not, that
is a plain rejecting of that Gofpel that they own
was fent to them by God himfelf. An Impiety
that, I hope, no true Muffelmar will ever be
guilty of. That the prefent Chriftians are not the
Difciples of Chrift, tho’ they ufurp his Name, is
plain from the Mark that Chrift gives of his
Difciples ;3 By this fhall all Men know that ye are
my Difciples, if ye love one another.  Now, in all
the twenty Years that'1 formetly {fpent among
the Infidels in Ewurope, I never could find this
Mark, even in any one of the Teachers of the
Chriftians ; Pride, Ambition, Avarice, Revenge,
Calumny, Detrattion, Envy and Malice, run thro”
the whole Se& : They are all warm and hot a-
bout {peculative Points in which they will never
agree, but all remifs and cold in the Duties of
A&ion, tho’ they all agree in them. And here
I take my Leave of this Author, notwithitanding
there are many things remaining, which are very
difputable, tho’ he pronounces all certain and
undoubted.

I have not quoted my Authors, becaufe having
them not by me, Iam forc’d to depend upon my
Memory ; and yet Idare believe, that I am never
out in their Senfe; tho’ I may perhaps have err’d
{ometimes in their Words. I long for your Re-
turn to the happy Climate of 4rabia, where Na-
ture {miles in her odoriferous Produ&s, and
e | Heaven
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Heaven 1s indulgent in the Continuance of his
Truth among us. The God of Abrabam, the God
of Ifmael, and the God of Mahomer condu&@ thee

fafe home.

IR R SRR Rk Rk
1.0

CoooBo L0 oo Nl i
CEPTT TTTTY TOUTTTIYE
L

O not, Celinda, fear my Flame,
Nor dread my guiltlefs Paffion ;
It is, I fwear, asfree from Blame,
As ’tis from Alteration.

iL.

It does no folid Favours want

To feed the conftant Flame ;
Tho’ not one Look, or Smile you grant,
¢ It will be ftill the fame.

IIL.

The Sun, you fee, without Supply,
Is always bright and glowing, _
Whilt Earth-born Fires confume and die,

Freth Fuel none beftowing.
IV.
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IV.

This juft the Difference is betwixt
Me and a vulgar Lover,

Self-Intereft with his Flames is mixt,
I yours alone endeavour.

V.

Think how your Guardian-Angel loves,
Whofe hovering Wings prote& you ;

Who by his gentle Care removes |
All Ills that would aflli& you.

VL

Nightly defends your foft Repofe,
Makes Cares and Dangersfly it ;

Your balmy Bofom guards from Woes,
That would difturb your Quiet.

VIL
Yet for this Care no equal Hire
He ever bids you give him,

All the kind Genius does require,
Is only to believe him.
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Mrs. CATHARINE FLEMING

AT THE
ILotd DIGBYs in WARWICKSHIRE
The Tune : To all you Ladies now at Land.

P e

L

O Coles-Hill Seat of Noble Peer
My Verfe I will convey ;
For what fhou’d Wit or Verfe do here
Now Fleming 1s away ?
Whilft Scxd’more in the Councry lies,
We’ve here no Ufe of Hearts or Eyes.

With a fa, la, la, la, la, &.
fid =

At Comat round an ample Board,
Our Gallants pafs their Time;
Content or not Content’s the Word,
A Language moft fublime !
But great Expence we fave of Parts,
By Hearts and Clubs, and Clubs and Hearts.

With a fa, la, la, la, la, . 111
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I11.

Our Theatre of vfeful Joys,
(Through Bei's and Shakefpear’s Wit)
Breeds now but one continu'd Noife
Of Laugh from Box and Pit,
Whilft in the Air light Tumblers fly
QO’er Man and Boy two Stories high.
VWith a fa, la, Ia, la, la, &c.

1V.
The Mafquerades by Show divert,

But no more Humour know,
No more engage the Head or Heart,
Or more enliven’d grow,
Than if from all the Signs in Town,
Nuns, Turks and Saracens, came down;
With a fa, la, la, la, la, G.

V.

Leone’s wafted o’er the Seas,
Alas ! why went he hence ?
Beneath whofe Roof we met at Eafe)
And fof:ly whifper’d Senfe.
Bur there’s a Plot divulg’d from Spain,
And Cellamaie’s a Fool in Grain,
V/ith a fa, la, la, la, la, Ge.

VL

That Ewnglih Opera’s are {ung,
Is owing to your Flight ;

And that each Inftrument’s fet wrong,
Which us’d to give Delight.

Then
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Then come and our low Genius raife,
Who figh for you in moving Keys.
VWith a fa, la, la, la, la, (5.

VIL

Our Officers (of old refin’d,
And courtly to the Fair,
In whom both Love and Spirit join’d
To form the double Snare)
Now only thow what they’d be at,
By fierce Cockcade and Bully-Hat.

With a fa, la, la, la, la, .
VIIL

Our Senators upon the Sacks,
As Party guides, debate ;
And if they one another vex,
No matter for the State;
Whilft Peace or War is not the Doubt,
But who’s in Place, or who’s kept out.
With a fa, la, la, la, la, G&c.

EX..

‘The Commons all their Work have done,
And now will {oon be gone;

To Shillings two they’ve added one,
Which lay their Land vupon.

But whilft th’unwilling Grant they fix,

They growl out three, and drink out fix.

With a fa, la, la, la, la, (. |

X. Your
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X.

Your Antiquaty ftill proceeds
To {py through Ages paft ;
And if it too your Fancy feeds,
To know what’s found at laft,
We've eight-fquare Keys to Saxon Locks,
And Aifred’s Apopleétick Box. |
With a fa, la, la, la, la, G,

XI,

In Street of Arlington 1{pend
Each Week one pleafing Day 3
And in the Evening with my Friend
At ferious Ombre play.
But when I thould .be mindful, ftitl
I think of you, and lofe Codille..
VWith a fa, la, la, la, la, Gc.

XIL

Thus whatfoe’er we do or fay
This Ballad does rehearfe :

How dull we are, how oddly gay,
I've told you aiFin Verfe ;

Unlefs I to the Court thou’d come.

But of the Court no more but Mum./
VWith 3 fa, la, la, I, Ia.

R) 'ﬁ'@ .
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AUMILLUS,

The § T AT UrE e E N 1) 'S

By 7. Kbl Bid GoR o2

Y Pludia’s Hand the Cyprian Queen wasrais’d,
Andin Apoli’’s facred Temple prais’d ;
Next to the Dame, for whom the Piece was done,

Divinely bright the Parian Statue fhone :

The wondring Multitude around it throng,

And reverend Worfhip pay ingpious Song.

Whilft thus the Crowd the beauteous Form ador’d,

Whofe little Souls fome trifling Boon implor’d,

Sublimer Thoughts Aumillus Breaft infpir’d,

Hefaw, then Jov’d, and more than Heav’n defir’d,

The Gods wou’d breath-into that Marble Frame

Celeftial Warmth to meer his fiercer Flame.

Wild was his Wifh, as vain were all his Prayers,

The Godsweredeaf to Sighs,& Vows & Tcars,%

As are the Great to the Unhappy’s Cares :
His
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His Frenzy rag’d, as his fond Hope grew lefs,
I muft, ye Powers; or dae, or elfe poflefs!

~ And fince, too cruel, ye've rcfus’d to blefs,
 Almighty Love fhall eafe my dying Moan;

And ardent Kifles animate the Stone.
This {aid, he wing'd with ea ger Paffion flew,
And round her Neck hl'.i‘ Arms impatient thrf:w,

- There kifs’d and prefs’d, and to the Image grew,

Till all intranc’d, he dteamt the Marble warm,
Then bath’d it o’er with Love’s lukxurious Balm ;
Nature exhaufted by delufive Joy,

Sunk at her Feet was found the panting Boy.
‘The envious Prielts, who firlt the Scene difclos’d;
Ten thoufand Deaths in various Shapes prﬂpus’d
‘T'ill one more wife, not merclfu! thete was,

. Said, As his Crimes did ¢’en the Damu’d ﬁlrpafs,
- ‘The unerring Oracle fhou’d be explor’d

*T'o learn the Will of Heaven’s offended Lord.

~ Approv’d his Counfel; and his Perfon chofe,

As their Ambaflador wuh {peed hegoes;

And all the Charmer in- his LﬂoLs he wear3,
Whilft to the Shrine he the black Deed declares:
'Then waits an Anfwer with fad down-calt Eyes
When to him thus the Delphian God replies ;
His Crimes fevereft Vengeance has deferv’d,
And therefore ’tis his Life muft be preferv’d,
Doom’d for this Statue evermore to burn,

To doat, and fue, and figh, without Return,
No Tortures equal he in Hell can prove.
This is the Sentence of All-knowing Fove, -

If then, fair Maid, the Angry Pow'ts above
Cov’d find no Thunder for prefumptuous Love, -
By half {o hot a Paffion, fond and vain,

Ah | think, with Heaven, my Sin fufficient Pain.
And fince for Love, you fay, I muft net live,

At leaft pcrmlta Wretch to wifh and grieve.
O 2 - THE



LOVE to no Purpofe.

Omuia Vincit Amoyr——=--=

| gt 7T e T G
To the falfe Boafier.

Ungeneroms Youth,

frmeseedl I.C A USE you are deny’d my Arms;,
fHN > BAll you proudly would pretend you
never lov'd, and will own a Falf-
hood rather than the Force of my
Charms, The Addrefs, on any
fcore, was highly criminal ; but if ’twas bare

Pretence,
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PretEnce, the Affront’s unpardonable. Had you
ftill pleaded Love, it would have leflen’d my
Refentments, for Love will force his Vaflals on
to do a thoufand indifcreet indecent things, fills
the Imagination with Defires and Hopes equal-
ly extravagant and vain; in thefe wild Tran{-
ports Reafon is contemn’d, as the impertinent-
Allayer of our Joys. Love’s brighter Rays
gild all the {pacious Way, he places before
the raptured Lover’s Eyes foft Languifhments,
tender Amufements and exalted Pleafures; till
dazled with the fhining Scene, he fees not the
Snare beneath, tho’ Guilt and Shame lie ready
to involve him ; but foon as awaken’d from the
fond glittering Dream by full Pofleffion, or fe-
vere Defpair, he fees the Folly of enthufiaftick
Dotage, thinks he’s grown wife, and wows to
love no more ; nay, vainly would evade what
once he glory’d in. Had Love, infatuating, irre-
fiftlefs Love, been urg’d in your Defence, when
you was f{o juftly repuls’d; I might have par-
don'd fo kind a Miftake, and laid the Blame on
Fate ; but fince you fay ’twas only Curiofity,
know I can no more belicve you than forgive

}’DLL
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| To the fame,

_ HY am I again forced to tell you, that
; I fce thofe that would make a Virtue
of Neceflity, and have the Refults of Defpair
pafs for thofc of Prudence, -have as little Succefs
in t}l:_ Artempt, as Truth in the Pretence? And
to intimate your Paflion was not real, argues
your Mapners in the Retreat, as little as your
Modefty in.theAddrefs ;.and is the only Way you
could have taok to make yourfelfeternally odious.
But the Evafion has no Force with me : Too well
I'm skill'd in Love to be deceived, too confcious
of my own Charms to think they wanted Force
“to conquer your, ealy Breaft. Yes; yes, you lo-
ved, and would ac firlt, in vain, have hid your
Weaknefs ; but watchful I {py’d the new Dawn
of infant Paflion glow .op your Checks, and
{parkle in your Eyes : I faw you firuggling with
the growing Flame, as if your better Genius
urged you to fupprefs it, telling you ’twas guilty
Madnefs, and unpitied Ruin : But maugre all
the threatning Dangers, you would ftill love on,
doated on my Shape, my Mien, my Voice, while
every thing Ifaid and did, gave you unequall’d
Pleafure. In your kind faithful Eyes I read the
filent Secrets of ypur Soul ; whene'er Philander
kifs’d or prefs’d my Hand, .your very Locks pro-
nounced you thought him ble{s’d, and wiflh’d
yourfclf the dear accepted Man. The Buﬁnef?
J ‘ 0
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of your Life was to oblige me, and make your
{elt beloved ; and every Art you nfed to veil your
Tendernefs, difcover’d it the more to my difcern-
ing Eyes ; for ftifled Sighs, too frequent Bluthes,
and diforder’d Looks, confefs’d your Paffion.
Thus many harmlefs {oothing Mounths were paft,
before your bathful Tongue, or trembling Hand,
durft boldly own the Lover. Thefe nicer Bounds
once broke, you talk’d of nought but Joys and
Raptures, with fuch kind Ardour prefs’d me in
your Arms, and promifed fuch tranfporting Plea-
{ures, as might have melted any Breaft but
mipe ; and when repuls’d, you’d urge your Suit
as Lovers do, and only Lovers can, fnatch me
again into your eager Arms, prefs me to your
panting ,wifhing Bofom, and {wear I fhould not
leave you till I had made you blefs’d. No com-
mon Paffion could excite fuch a wild Fondnefs of
forbidden Joys, one calm Refle@ien on my
Fate had damp’d a moderate Filame for ever ;

but yours was Frenzy all, aod now Defpair has
fummon’d back your wandring Reafon, you
would difown your former Follies. “But why
thould yon evade the Truth to me, to me, the
unhappy Witnefs of your tender Faults, and al-
moft guilty Tranfports? Impofe upon the

World what Faith you pleafe, but do not grate

my Ears with cold Excufes, and unmanly Falf-
hoods, in denying that Love which could be
your only Hope for Pardon; for know our Sex

torgives no Faults fo eafily as thofe which Love

commits.

O 4 LETTER
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To AMINTAS.

Wonder, my Amintas, what Conftru&ion
you put on my Fondnefs for your Com-
pany; it 1s not, I afflure you, to indulge my
f ove, but defign’d as a Remedy to fupprefs it ;
that by frequent Converfation the Intimacy may
take off the Novelty, and, by a natural Refule,
weaken the Charm: But I find this Condu&
don’t conduce to my Cure, {fo you may ftay
away as long as you pleafe; and affure your-
felf, when ever I fend for you, it won’t be in
order to hate you; for I find, do what I will,
that Time is not yet come; and pray, when
you fee me next, tell me you hope it never will ;
and if T could really believe you, ’twould be
the greateft Inducement in the World for me to
releafe you. But don’t let this negligent Rail-
lery be thought a Defign to put you on your
Guard, or to heighten your Paffion, for I aflure
you, I am not fo indifterent as I make for.
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<L -ET T E R IV
To a Lady zqﬁan Female Virtne.

Mndam

OME Refletion on what we d:fcoursd
laft Night, convinces me there is'not m

the Univerfe 2 more amazing Prodigy than an
Excefs of Love and Virtue in one Brealt; and
I think he gave a true Definition of humane Na-
ture, who faid Coldnefs of Conftitution, and,
confequently, of Defires, was the Source of
all Virtue. Yet we flatter ourfelves into an
Opinion of our own Prudence; and Bullnefs
or Avetfion pafles with us for thar, which upon
a ftrong Aflault we fhould not be able to main-
tain. Defe& of Temper, fome Difguit’ to the '
Perfon, or too frequent or near Approaches,
which leflen Curiofity, or too great Difficulty
of poflefling : Any one of thefe weaken the
Force of Pafﬁun, and abate the Eagcrnefs of
Parfuit. While we, ‘as if Reafon were 2
Stranger to Nature, perfuade ourfclves thefe
Circumftances have no Influence on us, and our
Condu¢t is the Eftfe& of pure Virtue, Tempe-
rance, Fortitude, and 1 know not what. But
tell me where is that Prude who can boaft of
Conqueft, where there is Strength of Inclina-
" tion, Warmth of Conftitution, and the favour-
able Minute of powerful Tempration from the

per-
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perfuafive adored Obje&t ? one all defires, the
other all defirable, here we mult yield or fly,
’tis in vain to parly. How few, how very few,
charm’d with the Tranfports of approaching.
Blifs, can leave unfinifh’d all their eager Withes,
if no Allay mix with this Heiglit of Paffion 2
‘Then let our Sex be cautious, if there can be
fuch a_thing in Love; and where there is no
Love, ’tis needlefs. So I may as well be filent ;
‘elfe methinks I could recommend a world of
Difcretion and Prudry to them. Pray don't let
my Lady 7-+- fee this Letter, you know fhe’s
fo cenforious. :

S I A
EET T8 e

. (
To the too cautious Lover.
f H, cruel Youth, you may be fure: I want
your Pity, fince of one who too furely
hates me I'm compell’d to ask it.- But, oh,
youw'd have your barbarous Ufage pafs for Dif-
cretion, and facrifice me to your inhumane Pru-
dence. Where is the Tendernefs you once ex=
prefs’d, the kindeft, deareft Youth that ever
talk’d of Love, that now you can thus uncon-
cernedly fee me perith 2 Oh, your Cruelty dif~
traéts me ; I beg you, by all your Hopes of fu-
ture Happinefs, fhew fome Pity, and prevent
my Ruin ; not thus exafperate my Soul, till an

ungovern’d Fury expofe my Fally to the Wﬂ}}c;;
| g
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~ The molt extravagant Fondnefs, and exalted
Raptures of fiGitious Lovers, with which Poets
have adorn’d Romances, are but faint Emblems
of my mightier Paflion: And by that Heaven
which awes my defperate Hand with a religious
Guard, did not Piety forbid, I'd fall, this
Moment, a Viéim to your Cruelty, rather than
live to bear the Curfe of your Negleét, for ’tis
better not to be, than to be miferable. Oh,
dp not daily with a Paflion which is grown too
powerful for Reafon; but by fome aufpicious
Care, halte and footh this Frenzy of my tortur’d
Soul, left, if provok’d too far ({pite of virtuous
Ties) I may do a Deed, which,if not more than
Humane, will moye, your Pity, 'ftartle that
ftubborn Breaft, which now no Prayers, no
Tears can move, make all my fighing Friends
curfe the dear Man 1love, whom with my lateft
Breath 1blefs, and recommend to Heaven with
my expiring Sighs. Oh think you fee me weep-
ing, fighing, dying at your Feet, and take me
to your Mercy : Heaven will reward your pious
Care, and I with a thouland endlefs Thanks ac-
knowledge you the dear Preferver of my Life s
and tho’ the Favour is extorted from you, and
an unwilling Pity faves me ; yet I'll efteem it, as
if with the Hazard of your own deareft Life
you had ranfom’d mine. 1 have try’d a
thoufand Ways, but nothing will afford one Mo~
ment’s Eafe, ’tis you alone that can compofe
thefe fad Diftractions of my fond {uffering
Breaft. Let not my wild Refentments be ex~
pos'd to the World by my Impatience at your
Abfence, but let me fee you this Night, for till
1doI cannot relt. I do not ask your Love,
: that
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that is not in your Power, Humanity is. ¥

only beg you would do any thing that may
make me think you do not hate Sk

The uw::ﬁedl

MUuSIDORA.

D o L o T o Y o Y 8 e e e

LETTER VL
The ANSWER. -~

Mapaw, - 62 #1Ln L
I Have not only Humanity, but fo particular
~a Regard for you, that I read your Letter
with the greatelt Surprize and Concern. 1 think
you'll make me mad too. What would you
have me do ? Was I ever wanting in my Devoir
and conftant Attendance, till you commanded
my Abfence without any Fault or Inclination in
me ? And when even again I have been admit-
ted by your own Orders, and you confefs’d 1
was belov’d; yet, in a Rage, if I but kifs'd
your Hand, tho’ with an Awe due to a Mo-
narch enly, ftrait you'd forbid me the Room,
purfue me with a Billet never to approach you
more : What Man on Earth can bear your
damn’d Platonick Humours, to own you love
to Diltraction, yet I muft not kifs you,
touch you, nor fcarcely look at you? 1 wifh
Nicolini were in my Place, for faith I know not
how to acquit myfelf in fuch a fantaftical
' | ' Amour ;



[ 205 ]

Amour ; nor can I for my Life help defiring to
pleafe you. There is fomething entertaining in
your novel Conduét; and fince you, who was
never in an Error before, own your Reafon is
now grown ufelefs, and I command your Fate,
fend but the Meflenger back this Moment, with
an Affurance that I fhall be received with com-
mon Civility, and T'll the next Moment fly to
you, with all the Tendernefs due to your Com-
plainings: But for Heaven’s fake, Madam, don’t
make yourfelf and me thus uneafy by your
own Caprice. But why do I delay, and expol~
tulate here, when I think the Moments Years till
I fee you, and fee you eafy ?

W ho am whatever you command. e,

S008I0 0C0000C000COC 0

L B E O Y
To LORENZO.

H O U loveliett, deareft, and, I hope, faith=
A fulleft of thy Sex, hafte to your Califfa, and
calm the Tumults your Abfence has rais’d ‘in
her long peaceful Breaft ; for if you can live twe
tedious Days and not fee her, what has fhe not
caufe to fear? Two Days, ye Gods ! a Ccntmgf -
in Love, like mine ; how have I wept, and figh’d,
and wifh’d in vain, to fee my adored Lorenzo?
Could you behold me in this gentle Scene of Sor-
row, hear my foft Murmurings and kind Com-
plainings, you'd pity your poor Califfa, fly to
her Relief, footh -her Diftrefs, and hu% -!a%r
riefs
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Gtiefs on your dear tender Bofom; for I know
you cannot bear I fhould be in Pain; and to re-
compence what you make me fuffer, {wear a thou-
fand times I have endear’d you by my kind Dif-
trefs ; and that, if poflible, you love me more
than ever. Thus, fure, will my dear Lorenzo talk
to his mourning Califta, till 'he fee her eafy, fee
her blefs’d ; for while he {peaks toher, fhe is fo.
But tell me, thou all that’s dear to me, how
cou'd you live two Days, and never fee me ?
How cou’d you employ yourfelf without me?
Thofe lovely Eyes, that melting Voice, were
only made for me. What! did you gaze upon
the Crowd, talk-Politicks, or read Philofophy ? I
thought long fince we had loft all Tafte of thefe
dull Amufements, and could relith nothing but
each other. Or did the envious Groves detain
you ? but*by what new Charm? For oft you
have {wore, the pleafing Shades, the native Har-
mony of tuneful Birds, the fragrant Odours of
delicious Flowers, and all the Beauties of the
whole Creation, were centred in your beloved
Califta ; and 1 believe you thought fo. Oh, ne-
ver undeceive me! your Abfence thocks me; and
as you are Man, avert it Heaven, your Ardour
may decline, and I may be abandon’d. But if,
oh, I tremble at the Thought, it ever fhould be
{fo, for Pity fake do it ; oh, do it gently, elfe
your poor Califta dies that Moment. Soften
the Rigour of my Doom, and flowly bring my
Ruin on; be Months and Years in taking your
Farewel ; glide, like Life, infenfibly away, till
Immortality o’ertake the Ceremony; for to lefs
lafting Blifs I can’t refign you; I cannot yield
youto anothers Arms; to have her murmur

Love and {oft Defire on your bewitching Bo-
- fom,
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fom, fnatch my warm Kiffes from your lovely
Lips, and talte the Pleafure only due to me; Oh,:
ftabbing Thought ! Then hafte my Love, {up-
prefs my Fears; footh my Sorrows, and with
your foft Voice charm me to Peace, to Life, to
Love, to you, more dear thanall, [otd
Tknow you think Ilove you, therefore can any
thing on;Earth be worfe natur’d than not to let
me lee you: all this tedious time ? In vain you
fwear you love me more than ever] while ever
A&ion thows you too carelefs, or too difcreet.
But oh, ye happy Men! your fofter Paffons
feldom difcompole your Quiet; Bufinefs and
Diverfions make your eafy Hours glide unheed-
ed on, while we with painful Sighs find every
heavy Minute hang like Ages on our anxious’
Souls. .Love’s but your Sport, the Paftime of
your leifure Hours, only a Start of Paffion re~
vivd by Dreams or Drink, and loft a5 foon as
thofc light Vapours vanith ; the wealk Impref-
fion touches only on the Senfes; your Souls know
nothing of the conftant Languithments, and de-
licate Movements which our foft Sex indulge ;
The tender Sighs, endearing Withes, the plea-
fing Pains, and {ad Amufements, that waije on
Love, like mine: For ’tis 2 Paflion fo powerful,
refin’d and unmix’d, as if my very Soul was Love,
of Love my Scul; and, like its immortal felf,
rolls on in endlefs Tranfports of furprizing
Tendernefs. Each Day,and all the Day you fill
my Scul, where every rifing Thought’s fo
fott, fo vety foothing, as mv evil Genins urged
me on to Love and Ruin. But my better An-
gel keeps you there, whifpers you are unkind,
and I at lalt fhall conquer and torget you. But
why do I flatter myfelf thus, unlefs I could owe

i
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my Freedom more to my Reafon, and lefs to
my Refentment ? For now fhould you return,
fich on my trembling Bofom, and whifper foft
Tales of Love, I ftrait thould melt, fpite of
my beft Refolves, and be again a fighing fond
Believer. Ah! too well I know you will {foon
be here, talk again of Love, and I be pleafed to
hear you. For, ah! ’tis Heaven when you
fpeak kindly to me, and Icculd liften to eternal
Ages. But let’s both be wifer, fince we know
the fatal Confequence. Then let me conjure youy
as you value my Repofe; nay, I charge you
by my Love, or if any thing, even the Duty that
ftruggles .in my labouring Soul, is greater; if
¢’er we meet again, dare not for your Life give
me one kind Word or Look, but pafs unheedful
by ; and let usboth, if poffible, forget that ¢’er
we lov’d. For ’tis Madnefs to indulge a Paffion
that muft make us miferable-—~- You fee how I
can talk now you are abfent. I know you {mile
now, and {o may you ever -

On your impatient
Coaday's T
EIUEFRT INCIE SL IR WE I ST TR
LETT ER YL
Tve ANSWER. *

T HY, loyely Charmer, do you upbraid

me with an Abfence, which gives me fo

much Pain ? You know 1 am obliged to move ;s
the
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the Court dire&s; and why {o much Talk of be-
ing miferable ? Is it Mifery to fold thee in my
eager Arms, prefs thee to my panting Bofom,
gaze on thy thoufand Beauties, and hear thee
{peak with Eloquence of Angels? Oh! Why am
I bar’'d one Moment from thee, and lofe an Age
of Love ? While in each others Arms we fhould
be blefs’d, tafte all the Dearnefles of mutual Paf-
fion;, which only thofe who love like us can
know ; nor even thyfelf can utter, unlefs inmur-
muring Sighs, gentle Touches, and tender Lan-
guithments. Oh, Extafy of Thought! my Soul
is on the Wing, I fly this Moment to the filent
Grotto where laft we met, there clafp, embrace
thee, feel all the killing Tranfports which thou a~
lone canft give, and Love and Imagination, great
as mine, infpire ; yet cannot really {ee thee thefe
three Days. But hafte, ye envious Hours, bring
me to my Love, and let her not receive me with
the fad Sounds Qf Duty, Ruin, and thofe Foes
of Love ; but with Joy take me to her Arms,
for to part can only make us miferable. I fhall
fet out to morrow Morning; live only on thy
dear Letter, till I breath on thy inchanting Bo-
fom, Till then, thou dearer to me than Life,

Favewel.

OO
LA,
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LiE T By o A0
To CLARONA.

Y O U tell me in your laft, you fancy I can-
" not pafs a Moment without thinking on
the Duke of-—- I am pleas’d you fhould know
how agreeable my Soul is to your Sentiments ;
for where his lovely Idea is once fix’d, not Worlds
nor Ages can ¢’er remove it: He’s ftill as charm-
ing as when firlt fighing on my tender Bofom ;
helov’d, and hop’d, like me ; you know too well
why we parted ; but to one o truly fenfible of
his Endearments and Beauties, nothing can make
him lefs amiable ; he has ftill the fame Harmony
in his moving Voice, tho’ he talks not Love to
me, the fame inchanting Smile, bewitching Look,
tho’ fquander’d away at random, or fix’d on
fome happy Fair, whois now lov’d and charm’d
as I was once ; Qhthat oncs ! 2 Word our Sex too
. often hates, and I fot ever deplore. You fee, dear
Clavona, I am fo far from condemning your Suf-
picion of my continued Paffion, that I defire to
confirm it by the following Lines, writ about two
Months ago. To you my Soul would make known
every Thought ; and forgive me, if you find you
can’t have one entire. )

S O M E gentle Power, that pitys Love,
Supprefs this fond Extream ;
Why mult 4mintor fill each Thought,
And torture every Dream 2

To

"-;hm.ai:',_—.q—._- - 2
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To Bufinefs, Fafhions, Wit and Play, -
I like Attention give,

‘The painfal Sighs that breath his Name,
The only Sign I live.

Obferv’d by all, perceiving norie,
Like ftupid Clock-work move,

1 have no Thought or A&ion free,
Feel no Impulfe but Love.

As Angels are abforpt in Blifs,
So I'm of Love poffe{sd ;

But, oh, with it entirely curs’d!
As they {upremely blefs’d.

Days, Months and Years go rolling on,
I no Diftin&ion find ;

Or think on aught, but that fad Hour,
When he firft grew unkind.

Why did my Joys immortal feem,
As if they'd ever laft ?
Why now one fix'd eternal Pang
Of Grief for what is paft?
After this you can’t expeé I fhould fubfcribe

Yours.
"y

i

4
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5 IS dull to live without Defign,
Or Hopes of coming Joy ;
Though we are fure we muft refign
The dear delufive Toy.

Let me be ftill with Withes bleft,
It wakes our vital Fire ;

Altho’ the God be ne’er pofieft,
There’s Pleafure in Defire.

The Nature of Delight is fuch,
We're either cloy’d or crofs’d ;
We've {till too little, or too much,

And either Way ’tis loft,

Then, dear Defire, thy Power employ,
Let me be footh’d by you; -

1 ask no other conftant Joy,
But wifhing fomething new.

T’ll take the fleeting World as ’tis,
We're fickle both and vain; "

For fome dear Lofs I'll die with Grief,
Then live and hope again.

"Tranfporting Expe&tation can
With Raptures fill the Breadt,
The chief Delight of Life is Hope

To be hereatter bleft.

LETTER
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To ALPHONSO.

Blufh to think with what Earnefloefs I im-
portuned your Stay, Ill-natur’d and Uncivil,
why would you nat hear my Requeft ? *Twas
what your éenemﬁty could not have deny’d ;
for “twas not to vifit often, be good humour’d
when youcame, return Letters, or the like. What!
was you angry to find me bettér than you ex-
petted 2 Was it poffible for me to fee you, and
teel no Change ? Surely was 1 at the Point of
Death, tho’ my weak Pulfe had loft its-Motion,
and my chill Blood was ftagnate in my Véins,
finking Nature at its loweft Ebb; but one alot-
ted Refpiration more ; yet thou’d you approach,
rwould animate my vital Heat, my enliven’d
Blood would make one Sally more, and the gay
Flourifh look like/Health and Eafe. Such is the
facred Influence of my Alphonfo; and when I
feel no Pain (but for his Abfence) what Joys,
what Pleafures then muft wait upon his coming 2
Think you my Illnefs only feigned to fuperfede
vour dull Pretence of Bufinefs? But was it fo,
furely fo kind a Fraud might be forgiven. You
know I would purchafe your Company -at any
Rate, but making .you uncafy. For Heaven-
fake let me know what made you poft away
fo: Ibelieve you are in Fee with my Phy-
ficians ; you know how thefe Caprices of {yours
B3 diforder
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diforder me. Write by the Bearer, for I am in

double Pain, till I know what could make you
fo out of humour with '

Carisra,

D200 CRICECICOL0
b BT EBinXE
To ASTRE A. .-

Areful Aftvea, to you the Force of Love is

{o well known, that you feem anxious for

my Safety ; but the Lines you receiv’d laft Poft,
I hope, will make you eafy ; where I have aflured
you, I dare be innocently wretched, Oh! blame
not my Indulgence of the lovely Youth, but ap-
plaud, and wonder at my more than Woman’s
Refolution to leave the dear tranfporting and
tran{ported Charmer in height of all our Rap-
tures; 1 can only fay, my Guardian-Angel
fnatch’d me from his blifsful Arms, and {till fe-
cures me 3 But I don’t think him fo beautiful as
my Amintgs. Pity, oh, pity, dear Affrea! the
wretchedft Sufferer that ever Love made mife-
rable. Could you, or any one but you, have re-
fign’d fuch a glorious tender Lover ? Was it not
barbarous to us both? And yet fuch is humane
Fate ; we muft thank Heaven, if tis {o favou-
rable as to give us Courage to ftarve, left we
thould furfeit: But fly every repining Thought.
In vain you do affault me; I muft, I will be
wretched ; in filent Anguith wafte a tedious

Life : for my Tortures are above Complaint, no
Term
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Term of Horror expreflive enough of what 1
feel. But with Trapp’s Pyrrbus—-

Bestime: ob, beav mie 1o 1hé Rack for BAJbE
& oy Sy S BrReideoly SrleSrdo Sy
Ll L E R o R AL
TJo AURELIO.

Ethinks, Counfellor Aurelio, you take a
prepolterous Way of asking Pardon for

laft Night’s Rudenefs, and confefs one Fauit
to excufe another, by pretending yon deoa
know what you faid, becaufe you was in a
Paffion. Am Ia fit Obje& for apy Rage but
Love ? But now I think en’, you went to Huk
fand for Education, and I expe& cer long to
be challeng’d to Swick or Swee, while you cherifh
the Heroical Thoughts of making yeur Part
good with a weak Fro. But I defire no Repiy
to this, till you have made your Tour to Pa-
ris, and have learn’d to make Amende Honourable
then, Iam perfuaded; I fhall be no mere trou-
bled with you; for I fancy “twill net be eafy
fathioning a Thing into a Bean Efprit, or even
into Humanity, that is already poflefs’d with
fo much of a Hogen Brute. QObh, how I defpife
thee! and hate myfelf tor ever having been in-
dulgent to your Addrefles. What was it that
infatuated me, that T could neot penectrate thy
fullen Soul, and fee the morofe Temper that
involved it, but miftook thy gloomy Silence oft
for noble Thoughtfulnefs, and awful Referve 2
But now, with a malicious Joy, I fmile to think
Pa with
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with what Pain you fmother’d the rancorous
Ardour in your confcious Breaft fo long c'er
you durit give it Vent. Thus, like a Meteor,
bi g with .the cnnnrcgated Vapnurs of a La-
dy’s Raillery, you blaze and burft ; furprize the
Orb from whence you drew them, and are, by
the malignanct Effort, loft for ever. Poor de-
{pifed Aurelio ! dare no more approach me ;
fﬂr I'll make no fecond Trial of your Info-
lence. What! contradi& and reprimand me !
Were you a Pedagogue or 2 Lover ? Good God,
aLover! You fhould have fufpended meSplecn,
till you had better Authority, and taken a
lawful Licence for ill Manners; yet with a
Non obflante you might have been obliged to
refign your pragmatick Charter ; {fo' ‘twould
not have been much to your Advantage : For
I fhould have fuperfeded your arrogant Pres
tenfions, and you would perhaps have been
engag'd in worfe than a Chancery Suit du-
rante vita ; for you muft know, I am very
?iﬂdi&il’ﬁ', and no great Friend to Domeftick
Paffive Obedience: We fhould haye divided
the Euglih Darling ; you fhould have had your
Property, and 1 Liberty : So let us both thank
Heaven for this eatly Difcovery, which wifes
ly warns us to remain i ftatu quo.

FeRIELERIS :
SRAEAN
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il 573 sy 08 s Ll
To0.:C L:ARO:N-4

Dear CLARONA,

ONDER not (for I do own it) that

I doat on the Duke of ===~ nor fo

often teaze me that a Woman of my Tafte can
entertain him. To me he has ten thoufand
Charms, not only in his Perfon, but Mind, I am
{ure he has; and I can fee the remoter Beauties
of His Soul f{parkle in the beamy Fluid of his
lovely Eyes; and in his Smiles more Rhetorick
than all Tuly’s Qrations: Then pray let me
alone to love this finifh’d Hero, this Mafter-
piece of the Creation : Even Truth itfelf is more
engaging when exprefs’d with Elegance; fo
the Faculties of the Soul difplay’d by fo fine,
{o beautiful a Form, muft have irrefiftle(s Force;
tho’ by you, who only gaze on the vifible Charms
of his Perfon, his Intelleés are cen{urd ; ’tis be-
caufe you dwell only on his lovely Face, his Eyes,
his Smiles, fine Shape and Godlike Mein, till
dazled with their Splendor you fee nofarcher.
But I view him as I do the Sun, admire his exte-
riour Beams, convinced by that Eclat of Reful-
gency, there muft be a morc immeunfe Bright-
nefs center’d in that glorious Orb; but was
there no more, there’s enough in ‘our Sight to
claim even our Adoration. You'll never, dear,

wife



[ 218 ]

wife Clarona, diffuade me from this Parallel. What
would -you have him, a Philofopher, to pall our
Pleafures ‘with dull Maxims, and inftead of
fiching on my tender Bofom, entertain me with
a Diflertation en humane Pafh ions, and Vanity
of fublunary Enjoyments? I willi Diogenes or
Heraclitus were here, they fhonld be at your '
Service for me; 1 had- rather have the Sight of
him, than hear ali their fententious Morality ;
one View of his lovely Perfon-can infpire’ my
Soul with ten Thoufand beautiful Ideas and Re-
ﬂe&mns and give it {ufficient Entertainment,
were he to be ever filent. But oh, Clarona, he
can- fpeak the deareft tenderelt Thln gs, and
every Thm I with to hear; nay, cnuld he pof-

fibly talk Nonfenfe yet there is fuch Harmony
in his melodious Vmce 1 could, with Raptures,

ever liften to him, as to the Accents oF Angels
unintelligibly ravifhing, I'm fure he looks Tike
one. Do you envy my Anticipation of future
Blifs ? for they fay our Joys above confift in
Vifion. Who but you durft find one Fault with
my adorable Hr:m? he has the Beaury and Soft-
nels of Adouis, with the undaunted. Valour of
the God of War, exactly finith’d for the Camp
or the Alcove. What Bail or bright Aflembly
1s fecure when he appears? What Pleafure do I
take to fee the Fate he fcatters round 2 With
Love the Ladies die, the. Men with Envy;
whilée 1 triumphant: I“nult: fecure he lives for me,
and only me, and you alone efcape his Power,

becaufe you are refolv’d to fee nothing valuable
but in the judicious awful Ear! ——-- who, Iam
fiire, makes Love in Mood and Figure, and talks
mote Politicks than Paflion : But 1'll not retort,
but beg you'll let me alone to love aind be be-

loved ;
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foved; call my Fondnefs Weaknefs if you pleafe;
laugh at my Platonick Notions, funk, as you
think, into a vulgar Love: But {pare, oh fpare
your Raillery on that dear heavenly Man, for
when you touch on him, you wound me in the
tendereft Part; for he maft, he fhall, he will be
ever mine : And remember, tho’ thisis not the
firft, ’tis the laft time I muft forgive you,

ey e Zeade e e dede

LB T EBi R XEV.

Jo ANTE NOR,
O W T have Leifure to refle& on my late

dear Indifcretions, I know not which
gives me molt Pain, the irrefiftle(s Paflion that
betray’d me to it, or the fecret Reproaches of
my nicer Soul, unufed to fuch fond Freedoms ;
to the firi&t Rules of feverer Virtue “twas too
much, but to Love ‘twas little, to Love like mine,
that, ftifled tedious Years within my cautious
Breaft, at your Return breaks forth with a re-
doubled Ardour. When from my Lips yon
fnatch’d the firlt dear hafty Kifs, alarm’d and
{urpriz’d, I felt the’ fatal Influence, the latent
Flame revivid, glow’d in my Cheeks, danc’d in
my Eyes, and’ wantoning thro’ 2all my Frame,
infpir’d cager Withes and ' exquifite Defires.
Love urg’d me on, bid me be blefs’d with every
Joy that my fond Heart could wifh, and Charms
like you could give, adorn’d you with every

Grace, and made you lovelier than when }’D{l;
fir
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firft taught me to figh and langnifh for your
dawning Sweetnefs; but ftricter Virtue, at
every thoughtful Hour, upbraids me for thefe
foofer Starts of Paffion, and I refolve never to
entertain the tempting Charmer more, But
who, that doats. like me, could fly thole dear
inviting Arms, and not return the cnchanting
Preflure ? Or, when fnatch’d to that {nowy
Bofom, would not recline to the unequal White-
nefs, and on it figh and murmur Love and foft
Defire? Oh, there’s Magick in your lighteft
Touch, the melting Poifon runs thro™ all my
Veins quick to my confcious Heart, and gives
a pleafing Pain and-wild tunzultous Joy « Then,
in this hurry of my Senfes, I follow kind delu-
ding Love.thre’ all his dear delicious Maze,
foothing delightful Paths, even to the Brink of
Ruin, then ftap, and with relu¢tant Fear fly
the threatningDanger, yet {till languifh for the
Charms that tempr me to my undoing. Oh,
why was you mark’d out, of all Mankind, to.
give me all chis Love and Pain? Why did you
confefs your Paflion, and with your artful {oft
Endearments win my unguarded Heart ac firft 2
for little did I diltruft the fatal Confequence; the.
tambent Fire long glimmer’d in my Breaft, till
your repeated Ardours encreas’d the Blaze, and
thence arofe a never dying Flame, nor Time
nor. Abfence can fubdue 1ts Power ; then, if ’cis
poflible, forbear to pleafe; be lefs lovely ; for
while you look and fpeak fuch foft bewitching .
Things, I muft be delighted with you, and {till
love on; nething you fee can deftroy it, tho’
Abfence had a while fuppre(s'd it. Why would
you fay you lov’d me more than ever ? will that
cure' me 2 will that dear Sound damp the Ex-
st tafies
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cafies of a fond devoted Soul, and recal my
wandring Reafon? No, my eager Heart leaps
up with Joy to meet the inchanting *Accents;
and I am, if poffible, more entirely yours; and
yet, yet I muift refign you.

 Unkind Autenor, muft I be for ever perfecuted
with your Importunities? How can you thus in-
ceflantly, with your Petitions, difturb that Re-
pofe, which I was hoping quickly to enjoy?
Your Silence or Unconcern had, perhaps, {foon
footh’d me to a2 Calm ; but every Moment you
alarm my Soul with Pity, that firft Effay of fup-
plicated Love ; oh {pare me in this fad Preflure of
my Fate, fince to be kind or bleft, or make you
fo, I muft be perjurd; you heard my ~hafty
Vow, but folemn as the Gods by Stix. 1
muft not, dare not {ee you, you are too {fubmif-
five ; and, T fear, I too tender; for thould the
penitent Antencr kneel and languifh ar my Feet
for Pardon, I {oon fhould {natch the dear Sup-
pliant to my Arms, and on his Breaft figh a kind
Forgivenefs: Too well T know the Magick of
your Looks to truft you here, know my own
Weaknefs, your irrefiftlefs Power of pleading,
and the Tortures of a Breaft, where Refolution
oppofes dearer Inclination. Oh for fome {ubtle
Cafuilt, whofe minnte Diftin&ions could folve
the Scruples of my tender Breaft; teach me to
evade my torturing Vow, and to my ftruggling
Soul reftore both Peace and Pleafure. Henceall
ye {oothing Sophifters, in vain’s your Aid, for
if 1 myfelf, urg’d by the firongeft Ties, all
that’s dear in Lite, can find no way to prevari-
cate, nor in my partial Breaft one mental Refer-
vation in this painful Exigence, there is no

Help,
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Help, but I am loft for ever; ask my Pardon
then no more, you fee it muft be fruitlefs. But
take it, oh take it kindly, that from my Soul
I wifh I could forgive you.

MabpaM,

Friend of ours being at the Aflembly laft
Night, faw the Lady -—= to his great
Surprize, in all her flaunting Airs: the dimi-
nutive Creature made fuch an Impreffion on him,
that he was infpir’d to reverfe the celebrated
Girdle of Waller's ador’d Sachariffa, and fent it
me this Minute; and ’tis as freely at your Ser-
vice as things of this Nature are malicioufly at
every Body’s. T expe& you at the unintelligent
Opera to Night, _

Am yours,

Waller’s GirDLE revers'd, on the Sight of Lady
———=at the Affembly at St. James’s.

HA'T her Coloflus Wafte entwin’d,
‘Some fturdy falling Oak fhall bind :
No ftrolling Beggar, for a Crown,
Would care to do what this bas done.  *

*Twas
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*Twas of all Plaﬂm:s the ampte Sphere,

The Mound which held the pamper’d Deer ; .
Envy, Fraud, Noife, licentious Love,

Did all within this Circle move.

Vaft was the Compafs, and yet there
Dwelt neither what was Good or Fair :

Unhappy Ribband, thou haft bound
The vilelt Lump the Sun goes round.

SEI0A0S006 000000000}

LELTER: XV
To. AL M AN O.

OH Almano, you are {till more charming,
and I am loft for ever ; I bid you {light
and hate me; but oh difguife thofe Inclmatmns
of your Soul, thofe Corrofives are too fharp for
my tender Brcaﬁ, and will not cure, but exaf-
perate the Pain. Think of {ome gentler Method
to reclaim my wandring Reafon ; venture, Almano,
to {peak kindly to me, Yl not hold you to your
Word : Sigh, {wear, flatter, any thing to {footh
the prefent raging Paffion, which now will blefs
that Pity it {o lately {corn’d. Curfe on thofc
fighing Fools, that in {ofc Numbers celebrate
my Wit, and teil me ’tis 2 Spring of perpetual
. Charms to cunquﬂr and fecure Hearts, fince
’twill not purchafe one kind Word or Look from
the dear, regardlefs Man I love, to whom each
MOIILEHI of my Life’s addrels’d, while Dlilr'ﬂf"'
ion,
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fion, Bufinefs, nay Devotion, all’s negleGed for
him ; I have no ufe of Thought but to admire
his Charms, think how he looks, and fmiles,
and {peaks, then blufh and figh, and blefs the
lovely Author of my Ruin, in whofe dear Arms
1 had rather be kindly clafp’d, than gra{p in my
own Hand the Scepter of the World. When
¢’er indulgent Slumber brings him to my Arms,
1 fondly prefs him to my fighing Breaft, whifper
{oft Tales of Love, and footh him to my Wifh,
hear and {wear eternal Vows of Truth and
Tendernefs ; then wake with all the Raptures of
Delight, as if my Joys were real ; but oh, too
foon I find the dear Delufion, my empty Arms
confefs the Cheat, and I can only find his dear
Idea in my tortur'd Heart ; then figh and weep,
bluth at my fond Miftake, check my growing
Paffion, and with and beg, even in the midft of
my early Orizons, that I did not, might not,
love fo well. Ye cruel partial Powers that
guide our Deftiny, why make ye not our Sex to
pity thofe who figh and languith for them, but
{o often force and fix our Inclinations where we
meet Averfion? Oh how blels’d would poor
Philafter be, could he enjoy the thoufandth Part
of that vaft Love that I {quander away on the
cruel thanklefs A/mano ! By fome quick Change
cafe my fond tortur’d Heart, teach me the
Coldnefs of the carelefs Youth; or (to make
me more blefs’d) let fome f{ofter God infpire his
Breaft, until he love like me, or learn him to
diffemble for a while, to make the Fate of ouk
eternal Parting lefs thocking to my tender Soul,
I’ll join in the Deceit. Do, dear Almano, look
and fpeak as if you lov’d me; then lay the

Blame on Fate, pretend your Father’s Prohibi-
tion,
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tion, a Tout to Iftaly, or any thing but the
Truth. So fhall Falthood be meritorious in
you, and youll fo mitigate my Sufferings, that
inftead of torturing Racks, my poor moutning
Heart will gently bleed to Death.

LETTER XVIL
To a Friend, with a P O E M.

Manp A M,

I Have, at laft, yielded t6 your Importunity ;
_ you will find inclos’d the Poem you fo
prefs’d mé for : I know ’twill firlt move your

Anger,-then your Pity.
' Yours to command.

HA IL, lovely Erard, whofe foothing Lyre

 Beft founds the melting Sighs of foft
, (Defire ;

Tune all my Notes to thy delicious Strain, &

Tedch me of Love {o {weetly to complain,

Till my own Lyre has Power to ecafe my P;u*u.s

I fing no carelefs or unconquer’d Youth,

Nor common Theme of violated Truth;

The fatal Flame, that robs me of my Reft,

Burns with an equal Ardor in his Breaft;

Both by the {ame impetuous Impulfe mov’d,

With the like Paffion talk'd, and look’d, and

(lov'd.

Q Whole
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Whele Hours he’d figh on my delighted Breaft,
While withing, pleading Eyes his Flame con-
5 feft ;
Thofe filent Orators, that moere can mm*ef
‘Than all the vocal Rhetorick of Love.
Thus would we both with tender Tranfport
| (gaze,
Whillt leaning on my Cheek his lovely Face,
He'd prefs, with eager tafte, my willing Lip,
And oft from thence the balmy Ne&ar fip ;
Where every ravifh’d Senfe weuld crowd to
| (prove
‘That Esrneft of the richer Draughts of Love :
Thus melting, dymg, in each others Arms,
I felt, oh Virtue, too, too powerful Charms,
Fele irrefiltlefs Softnefs feize my Heart,
Wifh'd ever thus to join, and never part ;
With mutnal Languithments fupine we lay,
Intirely given up to Leve'and Play ;
Till Narture, glowing with her brighteft Fires,
€ould bear no more, ---- tumultuoully expires,
>Twixt awful Fears, and exquifite Defires.
While thus intranc’d, the Paffion inward burns, *
Exerts its Force as Love and Life returns ;
Then, with frefa Ardor, the bewitching Youth
Still grafps me faft, and vows new Love and
(Truth;
I, quite enchanted with the feothing Blifs,
Return each Preflure, give back every Kifs :
He, joy’d his Love did fuch Indulgence find, 7V’

Straight knew no Bounds, but more profufely -Ir

(kind,
Urges the Rapture that was ftill behind ;
Railing Imagination to fuch Height,
o am’rous God could promife more Delight -
Yet
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Yet I fotbore this World, this Heaven of Charms,
Still figh’d and wifl'd, yet fled his tempting
(Arms.
Witnefs, oh Honour, and oh Nature too,
It {uch a Confli& you €’er {faw till now.
For oh, too daring Lengths of Love I run,
One Moment more, and I had been undone ;
For that important Minute {natch’d me thence,
Equally fond of him and Innecence ;
Compleatly-happy that I thefe pofleft,
Yet languith’d too, to know the mighty reft:
What Perturbations does tranfport the Mind,
Charm’d with the Joys we wifh, and thﬁ!&ﬂﬁﬁ;‘iﬁ:
nd,
Talte Pleafure to the Height, yet know there’s
¥ _ more behind ?
1, who ne’er lov’d, nor ventur’d thus before,
Knew not that Nature had fuch Sweets in ftore ;
The new Amufement every Senfe ingroft,
Remorfe was all in the dear Wonder loft ;
My Soul was full of the extatick Blifs,
I felt each Tounch, retafted every Kifs ;
Awake I had no Thought but of his Charms;
Or if afleep, dreamt 1 was in his Arms.
At laft, my Tranfport does to Grief {ubmit,
I weep, and blame the almoft guilty Night ;
With Dread the dang’rous Scene I now furvey,
And wonder how I forc’d myfelf away ;
Virtue the dear Indulgence oft upbraids,
On t'other Side great Love and Nature pleads ;
Nature complains that I have injur’d her,
And did dull Precepts to Inftinét prefer :
So only Love was pleas’d with what was done,
Knowing unfinifh’d Joys would footh us to love
| (on.

Q 2 I charge
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I charge yeall, ye untry’d Nymphs, beware’
Trult not your Prudence; nor your Pride too far.
Ah, who thart truly loves, unt{}uch d, can hear
The nielting Accents of a Lover’s Pra}er
Endure his Preflures, hear him {igh and pant
For Joys which! flie, and only fhe can grant 2
What can fhe dn?‘ tis Ruin to comply,
Aud to refufe, ’tis eafier far to die.
For now I I-:now, by this dear tafte of Charms,
That all Df:’light is center’d in his Arms ;
Know too in mine he places all his Blifs,
And yet to part ~-- fure Racks are Eafe to this.
1f Falfhood or Indifference were our State,
It might be born, ’tis but 2 common Fate :
But whcn two Souls, fo paffi onately kind,
By a long Series of Endearments join'd,
Part for a Name, what more fevere can prove,
Wot to be bleft —-- but curlt with fo much Love 2
Why do the Powers above admit Defire,
Yet interdiét the Paflions they infpire ?
Oh let them guide our pafive Wills aright,
Or keep us ignorant of the dear Delight.
Witnefs }mlrfll'. es,ve Powers, how much I firove,
How oft I wept and pray’d I might not love ;
Too firong’s the Impulfe of a deltin’d Heart,
It knows no Law, nor Intereft, nor Art;
Love footh’d the Scruples of my dubious Mind,
‘Taught me the fatal Joy of being kind ;
Joys, uhxch I almoft with I ne’er had known,
Such a dear Tafte of Love refign’d fo foon ;
>T'is more than humane Nature {ure can bear,
He is to me than Life or Fame more dear:
But Virtue calls, reluctant Iobey;
Fururity, can you this mighty Lofs repay ?
Tell me, ye Gods, if I renounce the Blifs,
How many Heavens yvou will allow for this ?

| Oh
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Oh quickly fpeak, fupport me ¢’er I faint,
(Or hurrying Nature force me to relent ;)
Without your Aid the Tryal’s too fevere,
More than my fond, my tender Breait can bear.
Hark, a foft Sound, fweet as his moving Voice,
Says I fhall be pofiefs’d of future Joys ;

And fince my Soul is fo compos’d of Love,

It pure, fhall tafte redoubled Blifs above.
And now, thou deareft lovelielt Youth farewel,
Adien that Bofom where all Pleafures dwell :
Pardon that thus I do refign thy Arms,

A Circle flowing with inceflant Charms ;

Too well I know and prize the Joys I lofe,

But dare not ask thy Leave, left thou refufe
Oh do not grieve, or let thy Part be fmall,
‘To me transfer it, and I will bear it all ;
AVeep all the darkfome Hours of Night away,
In lone Recefles thun the buly Day ;

Shun all that’s humane, toavoid Relief,

As once my Joys, fo now indulge my Grief ;
Cherifh thy dear Idea in my Heart,

Think on thy Softnefs to encreale my Smart ;
And. to rack Nature to the height of Pain,

Refolve to love ~—--- but never meet again.
\“;Ff AMEE AWE \_,.I":___-" Rl -x,_i';' g \f,."\+)\_+! \_ﬁr\ NVEE S \ﬂ;f *J:; l.,y_r{ ; \,'-",{' \"':5-" \‘:-5"'
7 Tl & GO ﬁ..e AORDHPEU

daacB' i3 B EAR: XVIII

To Alcides, fr.eemg bim after three Years
. Abfence.

l lNconf"cmus Youth, you knew not when
' (met laft,

How my foft Breaft the trifling Minutes paft;
Bl 1 biufhs
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I blufhing thought, how juit three Years before,
Exaé&ly on that Day, that very Hour,
(When Virtue fcarce repuls'd your powerful

' (Charms,)
Slowly I left your dear inviting Arms.
Too well you know how eagetly you fued,
And with what Tendernefs you was withftood ;
‘To make the Rigour of Denial lefs,
I footh’d the Paffion I could not redrefs :
With kindeft Eyes your Languifhing I view,
And vow’d, if ¢’er Ilov’d, it fhould be you;
A thoufand foft endearing Things exprelt,
As you lay withing on my trembling Brealt ;
‘The fond Miftake did not my Anger move,
I could not frown, nor chide, nor any thing but

(love.

‘Sure two fo very kind ne’er pafs’d their Time,
With {o much Softnefs, and fo little Crime ;
In fuch Delight the pleafing Hours were fpent,
That, Heaven forgive me, I could fcarce repent.

Tell me, ye fubtle Cafuifts, was’t a Sin,
Or may we dare to meet and love again 2
No, rather let me ask the Fates Intent,
If they’ve decreed I fhould be innocent ;
For tho’ I know ’tis not in Nature’s Power,
I fhould love better, or be tempted more ;
Yet I'm not fure the Charmer can’t prevail ;
Virtue, tho’ often try’d, at laft may fail.
Then hear, ye pitying Gods, grant my Requeft
Subdue this dangerous Paffion in my Breaft :
Or if’t muft be my Punithment to love,
Add to my Pain, and from my Sight remove
The pleafing Youths for oh I dread the Crime,
And am not {afe if left to Love and him, =~

LET-
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"The MESSAGE.

To AMinTas

O, gentle Sighs, like In{piration move,
And rell the gay Amintas (till 1 love ;

‘Tell with what tender Pain I'm bar’d the Blifs,
Of being only and for ever his ;
Spite of the Coldnefs I've fo long exprelt,
‘The latent Fire ftill glow’d within my Breaft :
So Vapours often Phabus’ Glories fhroud,
Yet ftill he fhines behind the envious Cloud.
Go to his doubttul Bofom, foftly ftcal,
And all my Love and Languithments reveal ;
Tell every Wifh, and every tender Fear,
How I defire, yet how I dread him here.
But let him not {ufpe@, I'd have him know,
Left he grow kind again, and love me too ;
For oh, 1 dare not truft his powerful Charms,
There’s more than Magick in Amintas’ Arms,

e

PR R E T foets Pt T EoEoRe s £
LE P ToE R X X

To a Lady with two Copies of Verfes, viz,
The Garter tranfpos’d, and The Magnet,

Deayr Madam,
H O’ you are no great Lover of Poetry,
I could not forbear communicating to

Q 4 you
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you Lines on {o uncommon a Theme, as The
Garter tranfposd, to tic a nght-Gﬂwn 5 The
Magnet too was {fomething that pleas'd me. 1
ml] make no farther Apology, knowing your
good Nature accepts Fvery Endeavour to oblige
you,

Firom, Madam, yours, &c.

O lending a Garter for a Girdle.
Io AmMiNTAS

AY this foft Circle tendereftMagick prove,
And all within it feel the Power of Love ;
‘fhe warm Effluvia mingling with thy Blood,
Infpire fuch Ardors as my Breaft fubdued ;
Swift let it glide thro’ ev'ry tremblirig Vem
Tﬂl cach kind Atom glow with the delicious
(Paih,
Hail happy Ribband, oh that in thy ftead,
Tho’ o’er my Cheeks thy rofy Cculnur fpread
I might, like thee, but prefs and clafp him
(round,
Till he from my kind Arms the foft Erchant-
(ment found,
Oh how I envy thee, how blefs'd art thou 2
Not facred Fillets on the Pricfte{s Brow ;
Or Salisbury’s Garter ¢'er was half fo grac’d,
When ’tis, .with Pomp, on fovereign Princes
(plac’d ;
The azure Band Britannia dedicates,
As facred to the Guardian of her State.
The Caledonian Heroes too are feen,
Adorn’d with honourable Belts of Green.

ﬁnd
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. And if great Love fhould be aufpicious now,
On this kmd Girdle fo much Power beftow,

'To charm Amintas’ Soul entirely mine,
The Red I'll confecrate for ever thine.

-Tbe-'MAGNET.

/ N Minas abfent, Love s aslambent Fire,

A My Soul knuws no kmd Wifth or fond
(Defire ;

But foon as the inchanting Youth returns,

Thro’ my whole Frame the impetuous Ardor

(burns.
Thus do the am’rous latent Seeds in Steel
Lie undifturb’d, and no Emotion feel,
‘Till the infpiring Magnet near it move, -
Whofe Force does thro’ each confcious Atom

(rove,
Then by impulfive Heat trembles with active
(Love,
Is then this Sympathy a Fault in me ?
Can I refift cthe inherent Tendency 27 -
The dear Effets I feel, but cannot find
How the Effluvium a&uates my Mind,
Involuntary move, occult the Caufe,
Influenc’d, like that, by mere mechanick Laws.



Milcellaneous Letters

AND

PARADOXES.

L.BiEo ks Rasds

To Caleb Seeker Efg; at his Chambers in the
Middle-Temple, London.

Upon the FREE-THINKERS,
The Fool hath [aid in his Heart, there is o God,

My Dear CALEE,

aysereddl O U RS of the 20th #lr. has given

& me a little Difturbance ; forthe Love
&1l and Value I have for you, makes me
54| unealy, that you’re got into {o worth-

- lefs an Acquaintance as you mention ;
for believe me, my Friend, there’s nothing to be
got by it but D1fqu1¢t and Infamy. °Tis ajuft
Maxim of the ingenions Otway,

Avoid
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"Avoid the Man that’s fingular,
His Brain’s unfound, his Spleen o'erveighs bis Wit,

For, indeed, a Man that fetsup to be wifer
than the reft of the World, ought to be very
fure of the Solidity of his Fundamentals;
elfe he may, in all Probability, give greater
Proofs ot his Folly than of his Underftand-
ing. I know very well, that a Country Parfon
makes {o ridiculous a Figure amonglt your
Friends at the Grecian’s, that I have but little
Hopes that my Advice fhould be of any great Im-
portance with you. However, fince you are ftill
pleas’d to continue your Favour for me, I fhall
make ufe of that Privilege, and treat you like a
Friend, and a Man of Reafon. Reafon is what
your new Acquaintance make great Pretenfions
to, though they, by no Means, will be conclu-
ded by it.

They-call themfelves Free-TrINKERS, but
it is a grofs Mifhomer, a moft horrible Abufe of
the Word ; for there are not more flavith Think-
ers in the World ; they lay down certain Poftn-
lata, of which they admit no Difpute: As for
Example, That the Wurld is Eternal ; That the
Soul is mortal, and by Confequence that there is no Wirld
to come, nor ainy Account to be given of vur Sins and
Tranfgreffions iz this. Having fix’d thefe Prmci-
ples by a fort of dogmatical Ipfe dixit, they ar-
gue not fairly, nor give you any Reafons, at leaft,
that will bear Water to prove thefe Pofitions,
but are themfelves confin’d to ftrive and forceall
their Authorities and Reafonings to confirm thefe
Points. - Thus you will find in their Books pat-
tial Quotations prefs’d into their Service, which,
it fairly examin’d by the Authors, from whence

taey
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they are taken, conclude quite the contrary.
And if thefe Quotations are: in*anether Lan-
guage, you're {ure tofind the Tranllation of them.
nothing a-kin to the Original. Thefe are Me-
.thods, my Friend, that difcover, in {pite of their
Aflurance, and confident Way of exprefling them~
felves, a2 wonderful Diffidence in their. Caufe,
and a Condu& too difingenuous and difhoneft for
the Lovers of Truch to be guilty of.

If by FREE-THINKING, they mean an im-
partial bringing all Opinions to the Telt of
right Reafon, Iam as mucha FREE-THINKER
as any one ; but it is plain from their Methods
above-mentioned, that they are afraid of being
determin’d by that Teft ; for by that they muit
not pretend to impofe any thing upon us without
Proof ; whereas their ‘very Fundamentals -
clude greater Abfurdities, or, at lealt, as great
as Tranfubftantiation: itfelf : And while they
laugh at our Faith, and Belief of the holy Doc-
trines of the Gofpel, as implicit, they require a
greater Implicitne{s to their own Fancies. For
Example, Put them upon the Proof of the Erter-
nity of the World : Ask them how Man, a Being
that we know had a Beginning, we fee daily
has an End, came firft to {ubfift 2 All the An-
{wer they give you, or at deaft all the Anfwer
1 could ever meet with from them, is, That our
Fathers begot us, and we our Children; that
. though every particular Man dies, yet the Spe-,
cics 1s Erernal. But prefs them on for Reafon,
and ask them, Whether every Whole 'does not
confilt of its Part ? and that, Whether every
particular Part, that is, every Man, has notan
End and dies ? And therefore how that Whole
can be Immortal or Eternal, every Partof which

- is
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is confefs’'d by themfelves to be Mortal ? thc
give you no manner of Anfwer, but thar it was
fo from all Eternity.

Prefs them again with this Queftion, that by
their own Cunceﬂion, every Individoal has a Be-
ginning; thac is, that there was a. Time when
Fezer; ‘and Foba, and Stepheiz, and the reft, were
not ; how came they to be ? All that they anfwer,
is, That their Parents begot them. But te go
on with them ; there wasa Time when their Pa-
tents were not, and had no Being, and {o on for
hundreds of Ages palt; let them take as many as
they pleafe, they muft come at lalt to this Point,
That all Beings that have an End, muftalfo h:.wc
a Beginning ; “and never cow’d have been, unlefs
they had been produc’d by fome Being that had
no Beginning, and muit by Cenfequence be felfs
exiftent ; and that Being is what we call God,

Another Article of their Faith is, That Man’s
Soul is Mortal; or rather, indeed, that he has
no Soul at all; upon this they makc all their
Flourifh. "Here they itand their Ground, as if
it were 2 Poft lmprcgnablc Upon this they
have writ feveral Books, which, I think, have
been all fufficiently confuted. However, 1 would
ask them, That fince they pretend to be Philo~
fophers, that fince they avow themfelves Cham-
pions for the Liberty and Dignity of Man-
kind, to which of thefe does this Do&rine con-
tribute ? Is it really for the Benefit of Human
Society, that every Man and Woman fhould be-
licve that they die like Dogs ? that therefore
they may do what they will, without Regard
to Juftice, Truth, Virtue and Honefty, provi-
- ded they take Care not to incur the Penalries of
human Laws? That Rel:lgmn is 2 Jeft of Poli-

tlr:al
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“ tical Infiitution by the cunning Men, only to
manage the reft of the World ? Is not this to
diffolve all the Ties of human Society ? to open
a wide Door to Confuffon, Mifery and Deftruc-
tion ? Wonderful BenefaGors to human Kind!
But fuch, my Friend, as all Civil Government
ought with Care to extirpate, fince, for the {ake
of meer Probability, (for they pretend to no more)
they wonld deftroy the Security of all Man-
kind. |

To giw: you a full View of the Immortality
of the Soul, which is too long for this Letter, I
refer you to the Learned Dr. Claik, Six Richard
Blackimore, the Deiff’'s Manual, and various other
Tra&s, in which this Point is fully difeufs’d.

For my part, I think thefe Gentlemen ought
all to be us'd as Fobu Trifle, one of their grand
Demogogues, was by a certain Nobleman of
this Kingdom, The Srory goes thus: Zrife,
you muit know, is an Zigh Man, begot by a Pe-

#~. pith Priefb npon a galloping Nun; had parr

of his Education in Stotlexd, and the reft in Peo-
land. 'This Gentleman has, with the {mattering
of fome little Learning, and a great deal of pa-
tive Impudence, a voluble Tongue, and a fawn-
ing Addrefs, infinuated himfclf into the Ac-
quaintance of {everal Perfons of Figure, diltin-
guifthed more by their Wealth and Dignity, than
by their Underflanding. Here Trifle has en-
deavoured to exert his Parts, and preach up the
Doérine of the Soul’s Mortality, efpecially a-
monglt the Ladies, whofe Weaknefs of Judgment
was moft likely to be furpriz’d by the Planfibi-
lity of his Argument ; he at laft got Admiffian
into the Family of a worthy Nobleman, where
propagating his dampable Dodiripe, it came ED
the
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the Ear of the Nobleman, who provided him
a Reception the next time he came, which 77
did by no means admire. But whillt he was in
full Argument with the Ladies, as his Way was,
my Lord came into the Room, and feem’d to
liften to him with fome Attention, which made
him exert himfelf in an extraordinary Manner,
hoping for a new Convert in that Illuftrious
Perfon ; but taking his Leave, Hold, {aid my
Lord, you have been at a great Expence of
Breath, and Idon’t ufe to be ungrateful to thofe
that endeavour to ferve me. With that he rung
a {fmall Bell, and in rufh’d half a dozen of lufty
Fellows with a Blanket, and feiz’d upon Zrif,
who began to buftle, and cry, He was a Gentle-
man, and hop’d therefore that his Lordfhip, for
his own fake, wou’d ufe him as f{uch. I fhall
ufe you, faid my Lord, as a Dog, asa Corrup-
ter of Families, as one that had difclaim’d all
Pretence to Religion and Immortality ; and
therefore art a Dog, and as fuch fhalt be us’'d ;
though indeed a Dog is much the more valu-
able Creature ; he is of fome Ufe, thou of none;
the Blanket thall {uflice for this time ; but if
ever thou darelt venture within my Doors again,
expeét worfe Ufage. With that the Ladies all
vanifh’d ; the Lord withdrew, and not regard-
ing his Prayers, the Men went to work with
him, and tofs'd poor Zw/fle fo long, that they
difmifs’d him in a moft flagrant Condition.
This, I chink, is the belt Confutation of {uch
Difputants ; I fhall defer my Charaé&er of his
Collegue till another Opportunity. My Friend,
I would have you not debafe your Underftand-
ing fo far asto keep {uch Company, who whillt
they boalt a Superiority of Reafon to the mott
Excellent,
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Excellent, fall thort of the common Senfe of thé
Loweft. Remember this, that zhe Fvol hath faid
in his Heart, theve i noGod : But the Atheifts of
the Royal Prophet’s time were too modeft to
declare their Folly ; but thofe of our time are
more impudent; and boalft that Folly as a Per-
fection. &

1 am your loving Friend,

. Briteazax DUETHOUGHT.
S
LB T dek Kk
The Anfwer to the fﬂrfgafﬂg_Lettﬂi
To the Reverend Mr. Duethought i Kent

Drar Si1g, V16 S

HESE are to return my Thanks for your

laft obliging Letter, in which you difco-

ver {o friendly and Chriftian a Concern for my
Welfare, But, my dear Friend, your Fears arc
without any real Foundation ; for tho’ I am for
enquiring into all Religions, yet I could never
be fo whimfical as to feek for a Religion among
the Free-Thinkers, as they call themfelves ; who
openly declare, that they have none. For my
part, I have as contemptible an Opinion of
them as you can haves and think the Noble
Lord gave Z7ifle a Reception worthy his Endea-
vours : So all fuch Dogsought to be ufed, when=
ever they invade the Security and Happinefs of
Familiese I look upon the Fiee-Zhinkers, as they
call
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call themfelves, to be the Pelt of human Society.

They are, indeed, the moft mifchievous, and

the molt worthlefs Wretches that pretend to the
Name of Men. 7 binkers they ftile themfelves,
but certainly not from that Notion that we have
of the Word, wv:z. the folid Reflection of ratio-
nal and immortal Beings, but from that fortui-
tous and undefigning Thought, which we may
{uppofe to be in meer Animals ; and yet I may
feem to wrong thofe very meer Animals in put-
ting the Free-T hinkers upon a Level with ’cm ;
for we can plainly difcover, that thofe regularly
purfue a certain End, but. the Fiee-7 hiukers
none ; or at leaft, none agreeable to Thought,
and their Being as Men, fince they puriue what
muft be deftructive of their Well-being, if not
of their very Being itfclf : For whilft they take
away, and break down the Fences of Confcience
and Religion, they rob Mankind of that Secu-
rity which is abfolutely neceffary to his Happi-
nefs, and which only can render Life defirable.
I cannot difcover what Motives fet thefe Mif-
creants to work, in publifhing and promoting
their Opinions, as foolifh as abominable. If they
will needs think fo out of the Way, in a man-
ner {o unworthy of the Dignity of human Na-
ture ; if they had rather believe themfelves the
Efteét of blind Chance than the Produ& of eter-
nal Wifdom; if they had rather fancy, thar they
fhall die like Rats and the other Vermin of the
Earth, than enjoy a Life hereafter replenith’d
with {uch Beatitude as is capable of filling the
vaft Defires of a human Mind, enlarg’d and ele-
- vated with a wonderful Idea of an omnipotent
and gracious God, why don’t they fit down witch
that Freedom of T hinking, as they call it, and

R go
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go off the Stage of the World in fome obfcure
Hole, like their Brother Vermin? Why will they,
from Free-T binkers, become licentious Writers?
Why will they be fo officioufly bufy to promote
their pernicious Opinions ? They can’t pretend
Confcience fets them to work, that they have
difclaim’d ; but what Conicience can there be,
when, according to them, there is neicher Reli-
gion nor God, the very Foundation of all Con-
fcience ? I muft therefore declare, that thongh I
am for a Liberty of Realoning, I think thefe
Wretrches ought to be extirpated wicth Death ;
and that becaufe they do not reafon, but endea-
vour to banter us our of 2l that is good and va-
Inable with a poor wretched Sarcafm, or a ridi-
culous Pun or Conundrum. |

I am your bumble Servant,

Carze SEEKER.

OCOCOCO00EoCRE0RC00CI00EED0

f kol Lok IS T E
On FAME.

Landumque immenfa Cupido.

To M. Praifelove, to be left at Button’s
Coffec-honfe, Ruflel-fireet, Covent-Gar-
den, London.

My dear Fyiend,
Hilit I amufe myfelf here in the Country,
partly with Books, and partly with our

rural Diverfions, I fometimes look back on thofe
brisk
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brisk Enjoyments I ufed formerly to mect with in
the Town ; and as it 1s natural to all Men, I
endeavour to give the Advantage to my prefent
Condition ; for he that does not fo, muft be un-
eafy, and confequently unhappy ; for fuch Un-
eafinefs roufes our dormant Defires to Wifhes of
fomething we cannot attain.

This makes me prefer the Pleafures of Solitude
to thofe more gay and more noify Purfuits of you
Men of Bufinefs and Aéion. 1 confefs indeed,
that you are not one of thofe who delight in
hunting a Fortune, and prefling through Crowds
with Affiduity and Obfequionfnefs to the Great
and Powerful, who are the only Difpenfators of
the Goods of Fortune. But then you follow a-
nother Chace not lefs incumbred with Fatigue
and Uncertainty, that is, Praife, Fame, Repu-
tation, from the Performances of your Wit, your
Learning, and efpecially your Poetry. Yes, my
Friend, 1know, and have been Witnefs of your
Satisfaction and Joy upon the Applaufe that
has been given to your Works by the Judicious;
for I mult do you that Juftice, I never found you
at all exalted at Acclamations of the Vulgar, of
the Ignorant 72/ d-be-wits of the Age ; that you
defpis’d as too tranfitory a Satisfaction to be the
Objett of your Endeavour.

But, my Friend, is not the Applaufe of all
this World fo fhort and tranfitory, thar it has
but the Life of a Dream ? like that it vanithes
when Death wakes us to Eternity. What Bene-
fit did Homer, Virgil, Horace, Ovid, and the reft
of the great Poets of Antiquity, gain by the uni-
verfal Applaufe their Works have every Day met
with to this Day ? What Benefit in their Lives
had they from this ? They only had the Satistac-

R 2 tion
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tion of the Admiration that was paid them
whilft they livid; though Iconfefs that they had
another, perhaps as tranfporting, that is, that
theit Fame fhould be immortal.. This puts me
in Mind of a Dream I had the other Nl?ght s I
thought I went into one of thofe Celebrated
Coffec-houfes, which was a Refort of Men of
Wit and Learning, and where I had never been
before : Difcourfe, methoughts, foon bronght me
to their Knowledge. Is chis, faid one, the great
Mr. Crites ¢ I have long, faid another, with’d
to fee and embrace the Man, whofe Workshave
{o often charm’d me. In fhort, every one paid
me their Compliment, and 1 found an inward
Tranfport at fuch a Reception from {o man

Men of Learning : But I immediately awak’d,
and all that Pleafure vanifh’d ; and fuch is all
the Reputation of the World,andnomore. Iam
not here declaiming againlt Fame and Reputation
itfelf ; for though it be of no longer Date than
Life, yet the Defire of it has been the happy
Source of the greatelt and bravelt A&ions that
ever were. Nor wou'd I have you think, that
what T faid, is level'd againft the niceft Purfuit
of Fame, Poetry : No, I have another Opinion

of that Arg, than to fay any thing mean or little
of it

Qui mentem magnis applicat,
Det primos Veifibus annos.

Thefe are the Words of Petroiiss Avbiter, a
Man equally skill'd in Men and Letters; by
which it is plain he thought, and which is cer-
tainly fo in Fa@, that the applying of our early
Ycars to Poetry; cnlarges the Soul, and fills it

with
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with fuch great and noble Ideas as are fit to
raife it to great A&ions. Bur this does not at
all belong to the fcribbling Poetafters of this
Age, to the Men of meer Verfification ; but our
true Poetry, fuch as we find in Homer, Pindar, So-
phocles, Euripides, Virgil, Speucer, Milton, and the
relt of thofe great Men. Alexander the Greatis an
illufirious Inftance of this Particular, who was
from his Childhood converfant with all the Greek
Poets, and was {o fond of Houmer, the Father of
them all, that he carry’d iim perpetually about
him through all his Conquefts, and frequently
declared his generons Envy of Achilles, that had
obtained: {o glorious a Recorder of his Virtue.
And indeed Alexander had abundance of Achilles
in his Temper, his Fire, his Choler, his Rafh-
nefs, his Infolence, and his Valour; he had his
Patroclus too in Hepheftion, Auguftus Cafar was a
Hero of another Temper ; Ulffes was his Ori-
ginal, whom he imitated nearer than Virgil did
him in his Chara&er of Aneas ; he was politick,
{fecret, and a perfe& Malter of Diffimulation; he
knew Mankind perfectly well, and likewife knew
how to improve that Knowledge to his own Ad-
vantage, Qualities eminent in the Hero of the
OdvfJes.  Auguftus had employ’d his younger Years
in Study, in which the Poets had fo large a
Share, that he retain’d his Love for Poetry and
Fame to his dying Day. There is no need of
giving Inftances of this, Virgil, Horace, Tucca,
Varus, are {ufficient Pmnfs ot it; his own En-
deavours at a Tragedy, his Fondnefs of the A=~
neids, and the Complaints of Horace’s not men-
tioning him often enough in his Poems, leave us
no manner of Doubt in this Particular.

R If
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If the modern Heroes fall fhort of thofe of
Antiquity in Greatrefs of Mind, as well as Con-
quelt, it is my Opinion it is for Want of en-
larging their Souls in their Youths by reading
the Poets, and thence imbibing that glorious
Thirlt of Fame, which has rendred the former
immortzal. 'This is enough to thew you, my
Friend, that 1 am not an Enemy to that unfeful
Vauity, that has been the Parent of fo many
Heroes, the Love of Praife I mean, which in-
deed touches only the finer Spirits, fuch as Cicero,
Titus Quinétins, Flaminius, Funius Brutus, &c.
Forto this Defire of Praife we mnaft attribute the
Eftablifhbment of the Liberty of Rome in the Exe-
cution of the Sons, of Brutus, and the Delay of
the Ruine of Roman Liberty in the Confulthip of
Cicero; for what Share the Defire of Praife had
in it, we find by that Letter of Twly, which
begins, Coram wme tecum eadem hac agere fape co-
nantent, &C.

It is not therefore that I think the Love of
Praife unneceflary in the World, but that I
find no Charms in it for myfcif ; and in that
Particular it is on a Foot with all other Enjoy-
ments in this World; for Death has {o often
ftar’d me in the Face, and fhook his terrible
Dart fo near me, that it has palld my Tafte
to all f{ublunary Things. This, you'll fay, is
looking too near on Nature, and the State of
human Things. Itmay be fo; but this I muft
reply, That if this nearer View afford but little
Pleafure, it thews me the Truth of Things, and
fo delivers me from a great deal of Difquiet ; it
curbs the uncaly Appetite of Things abfent,
and makes me not wifth for any thing but what
1 enjoy ; for whatever is tranfitory, Whﬂtﬁgfr

143
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has an End, whatever is not Eternal, has not
Power to raife my Defire, that terminates only
in that {upreme Being, which, as it had no Be-
ginning, fo never will have an End. |

But this, you'll fay, is preaching the Melan-
choly Doéirines of a dying Man, and you are
in the Health and Vigor of your Age, too brisk
and warm to relifh thefe cold Maxims: You are
for more gay and active Notions ; long may you
enjoy that Health and Vigor, and late may it
be ¢’er you come to my weak State and Condi-
tion ; for you will think then, as does now

Your faithful Friend,
and Servai,

CriTES.
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LETTINL

That our [fleeping Hours are w5 waluable
as our waking.

G B b R DO
Somne quies verum, placidiffime [fomne deorum.

To Chriﬂﬂpher Crotchet Efg; at Captain
Rattle’s iz Windmill-fireet, Piccadilly.

Dear K1,

W HAT ali in Raptures-----0b! the tranf-
porting Foys of the divine Chariclea, when
1 lay panting on her fnowy Breaft, my Soul juft flut-
tering to my wvery Mouth, to meet her Efm’m} Breath.
What, Kit, haﬂ: thou at laft obtain’d Pofleffion
of the coy Chariclea ¢ No, nothing but an empty
Dream ; you dreamt the was kind, but wak’d
and found her the {ame coy, pmhd cruel, info-
lent Woman fhe has always been. Why faith,
Kit, 1 think the Joy you found in your Dream
really more valuable than what fhe’ could afford
you waking. 1 knew a young Gentleman, who
{aid he counld f{leep as long as he pleas’d, and
dream of what he pleas’d. Accordingly, when
Money run low, he would get up to his Caltle,
three pair of Stairs in the Temple, lock himfel
in, go to Bed and fleep for 2 Day or two. If
he had had 11l luck at Gaming, then he would re-
fulw: to dream of firipping the whole Board ;

fo_
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{o during his Sleep he had Money enough. 1If
Phillis had prov’d cruel and unkind, then he would
dream of rifling all her Charms at his pleafure,
while fhe embrac’d him with all her Endear-
ments, till he was weary of her Fondnefs. [f
his Relation, my Lord Wurzhlefs, had refus’d to
promote his Suit at Court, then he went and
dreamt of his Lordfthip’s Downfal, and his own
Eftablifhment on his Ruins.

Now, Kit, if you had this Art, you would
not have much occafion to repine at your |
Miftrefs’s Unkindnefs, fince the Plealure would
be more fincere and tranfporting ;5 but you fay it
is too fhert, it vanifhes as {co1 as you wake, and
then you are in your old Condition of a mifer-
able defpis’d Lover. Well, Kit, and if you were
xeally poflefs’d of your charming Chariclea,
would not your Joy foon vanith like a Dream,
and you wake to Satiety and Difguft? If the
Pleafures of a Dream be fhort, are not the Fa-
vours of the Fair and of the Great {o too? and
tho’ they laft but 2 Day, an Hour; nay, fome-
times but 2 Moment, what a deal of Afliduity,
Fawning, Flattery and flavith Attendance muft
you pay to obtain them ? but the Pleafures of 2
Dream, tho’ fhort, come freely, unfought for,
and unexpeéted ; and really, I think, are full as
{fubltantial as the other. This puts me in mind
of what Profpero fays in The Tempeft ;

-=mem Thefe our Ators,
As 1 foretold you, were all Spivits, and
Avre melted into Air, into thin Air ;
And like the bafele[s Fabrick of the Vifion,
The Cloud-capt Towers, the goigeous Palaces,
The folemn Temples, the great Globe itfelf;
| ' Tea
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Yea all which it inberity (hall diffolve,
And like this infubftantial Pageant faded, _
Leave not a Track bebind.  We are all fuch Stuff
As Dreains are made on 5 and our little Life |
Is rounded with a Sleep.

For my Part, I have often thought that our
{lecping Hours are as valuable as our waking ;
and Nature itfelf {eems to have equally divided
our Life between them. Slgep 1s of a Sove-
“reign Ufe, not only to the Healchy, but to
the Sick; when we have tired both our Minds
and our Bodies, in the foolith Purfuit of Bufi-
nefs, Power, Riches, or Love, we are fain
to have recoutfe to Sleep, to refreth us, nourifh
us, and enable us to go through the Fatigues of
the following Day. When we are parch’d with
the Fires of violent Fevers, and the Phyfician’s
Art is foil'd, and unable to quench the unnatu-
ral Flame, if gentle Sleep but hear our Call,
and come to our Affiftance, the Fire abates,
till quite extinguifh’d by his friendly Showers.
What Efteem Sleep was in among the Antients,
is plain from the Honours they paid it; firft
they made 1t a God, and his Temple was
built with black Marble, tho’ his fettled Abode
was fix’d among the Cimmerians, whofe Country
was half the Year Night; hither Fune difpatch’d
Iris, to defire him to fend a Dream to Haleyone,
to let her know that her Ceyx was thipwrack’d,
that the might nolonger {olicit her with Vitims
and Prayers for his f{afe and happy Return.
The fame Ancients paid (o great a Deference to
Sleep, that they took many of their Divinations
from thence ; if what they fought, related to
Health, they flept in the Temple of Efeula-

Pr‘m,
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pins, and that God, always in their Dream, re-
veal’ld a Remedy for their Malady : If what
they fought, related to War, they {lept in the
Temple of Mars : It to Love, in that of Veuus.
They had likewife their {leeping Hero, as Eudy-
m:’wf, who {leeping always on the Top of Mount
Latmos, he enjoy’d the Carefles and Love of
Diana ; nor was fhe without a Rival in this
droufy Charmer; a young Nymph, whofe
Name I have forgot, was {fo enamour’d of him,
that her Kifles and Fondnefs fo difturb’d his Re-
pofe, and rousd the Jealouly of Diana, that fhe
turn’'d her into a Flie; bur fhe {till retains her
old Nature, and by an impertinent Fondnefs al-
ways difturbs the fleeping. But what need I
dwe:ll upon the Heathen, fince the facred Writers
afford fuch ample Proof of the Excellence and
Importance of Sleep? There we find Dreams are
made ufe of to reveal the Fate and Revolution
of Empires : As Pharoah’s Dream of the feven
fat and lean Kiné, which, by che Interpreration
of Fofeph, he found to fignify feven Years of
Plenty, and feven Years of Famine that were to
come ; by which means he engrofs’d aii the Pro-
perty of Egypt, and became the abfolute Malter
of his People. Thus in Danie/ we find the
Farﬂ-lmﬂwleuge of the feveral Monarchies of
the World reveal’d to the King of Babylon, and
interpreted by that Prophet. In the {fame manner
many of the Prophecies of Ifaiah, Ezekicl, and
others, were delivered to them in Dreams or
Vifions, which is all one. But you may fay thefe
were the Dreams of Princes and Prophets, and
therefore have lirtle Regard to private Dreams.
What think you then of the Dreams of the two
Fellow-Prifoners of Fofeph, one of whole

Dreams
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Dreams foretold his Reftoration to the King’s
Favour, that of the other his being hang'd 2
In thort, to {pend more Time in the Defence of
Sleep, might, for ought I know, provoke it in
you ; I thall only therefore wifh you frequently
fuch Dreams as that you defcribe to me ; and
defire that you would not thitk me in a Dream,
but thoroughly awake, when I fubfcribe my-

{elf,
Your faithful Friend,

Nixk WHiMSY.

; P O ) I OO | T
On Women.

Varium & mutabile [empey-—--—
Femina nulla bona eft ; at fi bona contigit ulla,
Nefcio quo paéto ves mala falta bona eft.

To John Freely Efg; at his Houfe near
Maidfton in Kent.

Dear Jack,

Receivid your long Letter of the roth paft,
and am glad you meet with fo much Plea-

fure in the Country; but I fhant be even with
you, till I fend you as long a one on fome of

the Pleafures of the Town, at lealt, that Parti_
o
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of ’em which engages the Chace of the young
Fellows of Spirit. Being confin’d to my Cham-
bers by a Fit of the Gout, when now the Rage
of it was pretty well abated, I admitted the
Vifits of my Friends and Acquaintance, to di=
vert the tedions Hours. One Day I had a
Vifit from Myfogamus and Philegamus; foon aftex
came in Gaymood, Tattle and Pert, Fellows,
whofe higheft Ambition is to be in the Ladies
Favour; and all their Difcourfe runs upon the
Beauty of Belinda, the fine Air of Clelia, and
the Wit of Berenice. If you chance to mention
a glorious Campaign, a Battle bravely fought,
and Victory ftill attending our Arms; Towns
and Countries won ; and the Terror ftruck into
the Foes by the Britip Valour: They fhall pre~
fently cry out, Oh! the invincible Charms of
Belinda, no Mortal can behold her Eyes without
being vanquifh’d, without being her voluntary
Slave, and bound in fuch agreeable Chains as
you'll never defire to be free. Who can hear
the penetrating Wit of Berenice, and yet boalt
himfelf Mafter of his own Hearc? Thus they
fhall tell you how many Campaigns they have
made in befieging the impregnable Clelia, with
an exa& Hiftory of all her Frowns, and the
Modes of her Slights and Difdain, as if they

were of that Importance that the higheft Glory
attended them.

After they had f{ufficiently tired us with this -
Talk they withdrew ~~------ What intolerable
- Coxcombs, cry’d out Mfogamss, are -thefe
Fellows, to think that their Follies are an agree-
able Entertainment for other Men; and to think
that thofe that are Fools to Women fhould be

fit
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fit Companions for Perfons of Reafon and
Underftanding !

1 find, faid Philogamss, as filly as you efteem
thefe Men, they have been able to raife your
Spleen againft the fair Sex ; your Eyes, and the
Vehemence of your Voice difcover it. I con-
fefs, reply’d he, that when I hear the moft tri-
fling Part of the Creation extoli’d and ador’d
like fomething divine, I am not able to keep
my Temper. That T was born of 2 Woman
was not my Choice, and therefore, I think, has
no right to engage me in their Caufe ; Genera-
tion, indeed, is the enly valuable Ufe of Wo-
man-kind ; Nature has thought fit to give them
a Share in our Production, for which only they
" are efteem’d by the more wife eafterly Nations,
where they are look’d on no more than as the
firk Rank of Slaves; accordingly their Lives
are commonly in the Hands and Will of the
Husband. In other Parts they are oblig’d to
die and be burnt with their dead Husbands.
During the Prevalence of the Do@&rine of the
Druids in Ganl and in Britain, who were thought
to derive their Principles from the Nations of
the Eaft, the Women entirely depended on the
Will of the Men, who could put them off, or
put them to Death, as they thought fic: If that
Power may be thought too arbitrary for humane
kind, too often direted by the Paffions; the
other Extream of fubje&ing the Men to the
Humour of a Creature that is guided by no-
thing eHe, is fully as abfurd: To admit Women
to an Equality of Share in the Government of
Families, to place our Pleafure and Happinefs
in them, is a Madnefs that enly prevails 1n the
Northern Part of the World, where Men are

not
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not warm’d by the gracious Influence of the
Sun into finer and more exalted Notions ; and
hence procceds moft, if not all our Difquiet and
Miferies. Were they, indeed, endow’d with
Knowledge,Reafon, Virtue, Refolution, Honour,
Conftancy and Chaftity, we might have more
Reafon to jultify our Conduét in this Particular:
Bur whilft in them there is only Ignorance, an
Impotence ot Paffion, Inconltancy, Luft, and the
like, we go on in the old Track, only becaufe
our Fore-fathers thew’d us the way.

But to come to Particulars, how fhould they
have Knowledge ? that comes from Education,
from Study, from the Experience of a wife
Obferver; whereas the whole Education of Wo-
man is {pent in Trifles, in learning how to drefs
themfelves, and give their Faces the belt Air
they can, to captivate the Fools that admire
‘em.  How fhould they have Virtue 2 that like-
wife depends upon Knowledge. Who reads to
them the Maxims of Moral Philofophy, and by
that Means fets before their Eyes the Nature,
Limits or Bounds of the feveral Virtues? Their
Female Inftruétors know nothing of it, their
Male Teachers as little; all that they learn
from thefe, is either a Tune upon the Spinet, a
Song, or a Dance; they inform them in the
Steps of a Minuet, a Rigardoon, or fome other
French Dance, whofe Name, I thank my Stars,
I know nothing of ; the chief Leflons that are in~
culcated into them are Pride, the gratifying
their Appetites, and the feveral little Arts of
Coquetry : Thus qualified, thus adom’d, thus
inftructed, they fet out to be Miftrefles of Fa-
milies, and fharing in the Government of them
with the moft wife and knowing of Husbands ;

which
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which if they deny them, nothing but Strfe
and Difturbance enfue; nor can any thing ap-
peafe them, but the entire Subjeétion of the
Husband, as well as Family, to their Will.

But to fa ‘all that I could fay upon this Sub-
je&, would, I am afraid, tire you, and make
you think that I had nothing to offer in this
Caufe but general Invettives. This Part there-
fore of my Difcourfe I fhall conclude with this
Quotation out of the incomparable Otway, in

his Orphan.

IWho was it betvay’d the Capitol 2 WWoman.

Who loft Mark Anthony the World ¢ IWoman.

Who was the Caufe of a long ten Years War,

And laid, at laft, old Troy in Afbes 2 Woman.

Deftruitive, damnable, deceitful Woman !

Woman to Man firft as a Bleffing given,

When Innocence and Love were in their Prime:;
Happy, a while, in Pmﬂdrjé they lay,

But quickly l%mmz long’d to go aftray;

Some fﬂﬂ! ifh new Adveiture needs muft prove,

And the firft Devil fhe faw, fhe chang' d her Live ;

To his Temptations lewdly fhe inclin’d

Her Soul, and for an Apple dami’d Mankivd.

Otway is content with a few Inftances of the
Perfidioufnefs, Inconftancy, and Deftru&ivenefs
of Womankind, but thofe which were eminent,
and concern’d in the Happinefs of great Men,
of great Nations; and, in fine, ‘of all humane
kind. Were we, mdeed to number all the Ex~-
amples of the faral Vices and Follies of that
Sex, which the Hiftory of all Nations affords
us, I fhould want Time, tho’ I fpent whole
Years in the Narration, to give you one Malf of

theix
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theit Number. What are the unnatural Lufts of
the Pafiphaes, the adulterous Loves of the Steno-
beea’s and Phadra’s, the {alacious and abandon’d
Lewdnefs of Meffalina? of whom the Poet faid;

Decem laflata viris, ﬁd nondum fatiata veceffit.

What fhall we fay of the Ingratitude and un-
bounded Ambition of Sewiramis? whe was firft a
Concubine to one of the Slaves of the great
King Niums, and being feen by him, had the
good Fortune to win that King’s I-Icart to fuch 2
Degree, that fhe became his chief and favourite
Miftrefs ; and this Love, in a litcle Time, made
that Prifice doat to fo mad a Degree, as, on het
Requeft, he furrender’d the foverei Power in-
to her Hands for ofie Day. But fee the mon-
ftrous Ingratitude of this Woman, Ingratitude,
that none, indeed, but a Woman could be guilty
of s fhe turns the gracious Gift of her befotted
Benefactor againft his Life ; in tfhort, by the
Power he had given her, fhe caus’d him m be
flain; and by-other Arts, too long here to par-
ticularize; ufurp’d his Kingdom, Beleftia was a
dancing finging Slave,-and for the Agility of
her Heels, and the Fmenefs of her Voice, was
prefer’d to be Concubine to Awtiock#s; and find-
ing her Power able to compafs any thing with
that King, nothing lels than a Goddefsthip
would pleafe the afpiring Harlot; the King
therefore, at her Requeft, ereéts a Temple to
her, under the Name of Pensus Beleflia. But we
will {fay no more 6f the Ambition of this Sex ;
we will pafs over Arhalia, Tfexebel, Irene, and
infinite Numbers of the like, both Antient and
Modern, that have made Kings and Natii?ni

S ¢¢
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feel the terrible Effe&s of their Pride, Ambition,
Revenge and Cruelty ; nor will I infift ufpnn the
Story of the Ephefian Matron as a Proof of the
fickle Inconflancy of that Sex ; it is an Inftance
quite worn out, and fufpeéted asa Forgery, and
no real Fa& : I fhall quit Hiftory therefore, and
only give you {ome few Inftances that I have
gathered from my own and my Friends Experi-
ence. To begin with their Inconftancy.
Parthenia was a young Lady of exquifite Beau-
ty, fomeWit, and, as’twasthought, a great deal of
Prudence. Mirabel was a young Gentleman of
{fuch Parts, and fo lovely a Perfon, that whilit
his Underftanding and good Senfe engag'd the
Friendthip of the Men, the Gracefulnefs of his
Body furpriz’d the Hearts of not a few of the
Women ; but none of them had Charms enough
" to make him their Caprive, exeept Parthenia; he
only lov'd her,and fhe only him : Nay, if there were
any difference in the Force of their Paflion, hers
was the greater. Both Parties fo equally loving,
Marriage was {foon agreed on ; Friends confented,
Settlements were made, and the Day appointed.
But,alas! what Security has Man of a Happinefs
“that depends upon Woman, when a meer Whim,
a Caprice of theirs fhall of a {udden overfet
it > Mirabel, you may be fure, was a conftant
Vifitant every Day, till the happy Hour came,
which was but two Days oft, when this Acci-
dent deftroy’d all his Joys. Parthenia had avery
pretty Cac given her ; Mirabel had a mortal A-
verfion to a Cat, and coming into the Dining-
Room before his Miftrefs was there, poor
Pufs, that was a very tame and familiar Ani-
mal, before it was feen, jumps into Mirabel’s
Lap, who, in a Fright, {cizes the Cat, throws it
} down,
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down, and ftamps with that Force upon its Head,
that he left her fprawling in the lalt Agonies.
When Parthenia enter’d the Room, fecing Pufs
in that Condition, fhe {natch’d her up into her
Arms, and in a moft violent Paflion order’d Mi-
rabel to retire, and never {ce her more. While
fhe was poflefs’d with that Paflion, Mipwabel

made no Difficulty to obey her, defigning to-

return in a few Hours; in which Time he hop'd

his Miftrefs’s Rage would be appeas’d, and Pufs *~

removed for his Reception ; butquite contrary,
he found a moft dangerous Rival in the Cat,
which, tho’ dead, ingrofled the Affeétions fo much
of Parthenia, that, notwithitanding all the Me-
diation of Friends, fhe could never be prevailed
with afterwards to fee him ; but to avoid his
Importunities, left the Town, retired into the
Country ; and hearing of Mirabel’s Defign to
follow her, clapt up a Match with a Country
Clown, whom fhe had never f{ecen four times
in her Life. :

I fhall content myfelf with only this Inftance
of the ftrange Inconftancy of the Sex, nor fhall
I give you any Example of their known Lewd-
nefs: Every Town, every Street, nay, almoft
every Houfe can furnifh the Experienced with
Proofs of that Particular.

Avarice is indeed a Crime of both Sexes, but
not {fo vehement, and {o general in the Men,
as inthe Women; you may frequently meet with
a generous Man, but I believe, I may fay, no
Man ever met with a truly generous Woman:
They have a fort of Charity, as they call it, by
which they can give an Alms at the Door, or
the narrow Bounty of a Guinea, or half a Guinea
put into fome eminent Divine’s Hands to be em-

S 2 ploy’d



[ 260 ]

ploy’d in charitable Ufes; by which they bribe
the Parfon to give them the Name of good Chrif-
tians, and Ladies of a foft and compaflionate
Temper and Pity, and relieve the Misfortunes
of their Fellow=Creatures: Perhaps therc may
be fome few that may'ftruggle up toa larger Do-
nation 3 but this I am f{ure, that all Hiftory can-
not afford one Woman that ever was a Rewar-
der of Men of Learning, and an Encourager of
Arts and Sciences.

Lenatoria was of the leaft Size of Womankind,
elfe rolerably agreeable in her Perfon; fhe had
a large Fortune left her, which was a Charm {uf-
ficient to engage my Friend Shifzer to marry her ;
and at firft he brag’d of his Judgment in his
Choice, that of all Evils he had chofen the leaft,
never refleéting, that tho’ the was the leaft in
Perfon, fhe was a very great Evil; her Temper
and his being dire&ly oppofite ; he was gene-
rous, free, open, hofpitable, and fhe ftingy, re-
ferv'd, and an Enemy to all Hofpitality. If he
invited his Friends home to Dinner, the would
be fure to provide fuch an Entertainment as
fhould certainly difguft them, and prevent their
troubling her any more in that Nature. He
would have his Servants have every thing that
was convenient ; fhe abridg’d them of what was
even neceflary ; infomuch that Pudding made.
only of Flowr, Salt and Water, was a Regale,
which fhe feldom afforded them, with a Picce
of Neck Beef baked in the middle on it. This
poor Shifter was fain to {ubmit to, tho” much a-
gainft his Inclination. Whenever fhe went to a
Friend’s to Dinner, fhe carried with her a little
Tin Box, into which fhe us'd to convey a l.eg
or a Wing of a Fowl, or any other dainty Bir,

which
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which fhe would not afford lerfelf at her own
Expence at home. About Chriftmas the went
round to half the Grocers in Town, getting of
them Samples of Fruit and Sugar, which was
fuflicient to keep her Chriftmas, without any Ex-
pence to herfelf. When fhe was. at her Country-
Houfe in the Summer, fhe would go about to
her poor Tenants and Neighbours, and praife
their poor homely Viands, with which they treat-
ed her {o far, that fhe would be fure to carry
home a Piece of Bacon from one, a Piece of
. Beef from anether, a Piece of Cheefe from a
. third, and fomething from every one ; fhe was
-~ {o careful to lofe nothing, that fhe fed her Ducks
. with her own Excrements; in fhort, for I am
weary of dwelling on this odious Animal, fhe
was as crooked in all other Conditions, as in
Perfon ; fo that tho’ fhe brought poor Shifter
a plentiful Fortune, fhe made him the moft mi-
ferable of Men,

What fhall I f{ay of Seribonia, a Woman of
Wit ? How fhall I deferibe her unbounded Luft ?
She never faw Man that fhe did not defire ; and
. fhe pever defired a Man, but the found fome
- Means ro enjoy him ; which brings to my Mind
a pleafant Adventure of hers. In the Number of
her Gallants, fhe happen’d unfortunately to find
one that beftow’d a Favourupon her, which the
could not get rid of without the Help of the
Phyfician. WVill. Galliard happen’d to come and
{ee her in this Condition ; fhe receiv’d him with
a great deal of Indignation, with the {weet Ap-
pellations of Rogue, Villain, and the like. Ma-
dam, faid he, what Qccafion have I given for
this inhumane Treatment ? If to have lov'd you
with the utmolt Zeal and Fidelity be a Faule, 1

i ol own
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own myﬁslf the moit gLuIty of Mankind ; but
for any other Crime againft you, I muft affert .
my Innocence, and your Injuftice. Why, fays
fhe, with fome Emotion, have you not cl—-t
me 2. He deny’d the Charge and offer’d {uch
_ Proofs that he was not guilty, that fhe was fa-

tisfy’d in his Innocence. Why then, fays fhe,
it was Beaugard, or Belfond, or ‘Iaun{}f, or Ram-
ble, and {fo went on to about a dozen more,
whom fhe could remember, or at leaft thought
fit to mention ; for his Smiles upon her for her
Enumeration of her Gallants put a Stop to her
Carreer. But I grow tired of this Subje&, for I
could give you a thoufand Examples of the Vi-
ces and Follies of the Sex.

Here Myfogamus made a Paufe, which we at-
tended for {fome Minutes, expeéting that when
he had recovered his Breath, he would go on with
his Invectives; but finding him perfeétly-filent,
Philegamus thus began :

I have heard you with abundance of Patience
declaim againft Women in general, with very
little Reafon, nay, without any Reafon that is
at all conclufive againit the Sex. You have enu-
merated a great many Faults and Frailties of
Vomankind ; and which I may allow without
any Detriment to what I have to fay. In the
firlt place, to have made your Charge of any
Force and Efie&, by a juit Confideration yon
would have found, that all you can fay upon this
Point is of very little Confequence, unlels you
could perfuade us, that you are wifer than that
Supreme Nature that formed Womankind ; but
that, I am afraid, is a Task that even you your
felf will own much beyond your Capacity to
perform. ‘That Eternal Mind, that made us,

Jnd_gec_:l
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judged Woman neceflary to the Happinefs of
Man : But you’ll fay, that fhe’s fallen from
that primitive Innocence from whence that Hap-
pinefs fhould be derived : But is not Man alfu
tallen from the fame ? Has he no Vices and Fol-
lies to contribute to the Unhappinels that he
now does experience ¢ You will {fay agam, that
it was Woman tempted him to throw away the
Blifs of Paradife for her fake ; butr did not he
know that his Offence would have that Effe¢i 2
Did he not know the Guilt he fhould incur by
Iiftning to her Solicitations ? Yes, he knew it
all, and fo became a voluntary Criminal, and in "~
that more weak and abandon’d than anan
herfelf.

You mufter up a great many general Senten- .
ces and precarious Maxims, which you would
fain have the Force to reach the whole Sex, 4nd
give various Inftances of the odious Tranfgref-
fions of fome Particulars, never confidering that
there is not one of them which we cannot pa-
rallel, and exceed among the Men. Semiramis
was ungrateful and cruel ; but what think you
of Nero, who was ungrateful and cruel, even to
his own Mother ? a Mother, that was {o fond of
him, that notwithftanding fhe was told, if the
made him Emperor, her own Life was in Dan-
ger: Let me die, fays fhe, {o that he reign;
yet this Mother he deftroy’d: But for what? !
Not like Semiramis, to gain the Empire of the
‘World, to wreft that Sovereign Power out of the
‘Hands of an efleminate worthlf:fs Prince, which
fhe executed with ‘Honour, Reputation and
Glory ; but out of a W’aﬁmnﬁegs of horrible
Cruf:lty, to fee the Place where he was nourifhed

as an Embrio.
S 4 Beleftia,
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Beleftia, you fay, had an odd Ambition of
being a Goddefs; and to that End made ufe of
her Power with the King to have a Temple
ereCted unto her. Well, but were there never
any Men guilty of the fame Ambition ? What
think you of Emppdocles, a Philofopher and Poet
He, to obrain the Name of a God, threw him-
felt into Mount Amae. What think you of
Alexander the Great, who, defpifing his own Fa-
ther Philip, would needs be thought the Son of
Fupiter, and be flacter’d with the Name of
Young Ammon 2 What think you of the celebrated
Auguftus Cafar, who affords us a double Exam-
ple in this Cafe? one of intolerable Ingratitude,
the other of this particular Vanity which you
mention. Cicero the famous Roman Orator, the
moft Eloquent of Mankind, Excellent in all Parts
of human Literature, receiv'd Auguflus, then
call’d Oétavius,coming to Rome after the Death of
Fulins Cafar, without Intereflt or Friends of any
Power, promoted him in the Commonwealth,
contrary to the Opinion and Perfuafion of Bru-
#us, called him Som, and prevailed to have him
chofen Conful, even before he was of legal Age
to enjoy that Authority. What did the young
Oftavins do in Return of all thefe Favours? be-
ing poflefs’d of the Roman Army by Cicerd's In-
terelt, he join'd Mark Authony and Lepidss, and
forming the fecond Triumvirate, cemented this
new League with the Blood of his Father Ci-
«cero, furrendring him in the Profcription to his
inveterate and malicious Enemy Authony. Au<
guftus being at laft fole Emperor of Rome, ad-
mitted all the grofs Flatteries of that Time to-
wards the making him a God, and permitted
Altars to be eretted to him as fuch,

ot M What
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What yon tell us of Meflalina and her exorbi-
tant Luft; as great as it was, it was ftill kept
within the Bounds of Nature, and terminated
in Man: But caft your Eyes to the Mle of
Caprea, whither the Tyrant Tiberius, the Sue-
ceflor of Augufius,retir’d, the more freely to enjoy
his unnatural Luft, Luft too fhocking to be ex-
prefs’d ! What think you of lﬁ*i{zggé@f;@? He
was not_fatisfy’d with all the Lufts that his
Predeceflors had purfued, but would alter even
the Works of Nature ; and; by the Art of his -
Surgeon, endeavour. to convert his Fayourite-
Slave into a Woman, and marry’d him with all
the Pomp and facred Rites of the Romai Ke-
T T g, b hki i
~ You are ready to tell us of Athalia and Feze-
bel, but take no manner of Notice of Deborah,
Fudith, or any other of the Scripture-Heroines,
who were eminent for great and brave Ac-
tions. ;

You fail upon the Education of Womankind,
to render them the more contemptible and odi-
ous. I do mylfelf allow, that the Education of
Women in thefe Parts, and in our Time,1s very
defeGive and faulty : But is that the Fault of Wo-
men ? No certainly, it is the Dete& of Men,
whio have the Direétion of publick Affairs. Buc
it is 2 very unfair Way of Comparifon to put
the Men, who have had Educauon, againit the
‘Women who have none; and yet I appeal to
any Man that knows Converfation, whether a
Woman, coming from their Schools, be not

more valuable Company than many a meer /

Scholar coming from the Univerfity, knowing

nothing of Mankind, and skiit’d enly in Words.

The fairelt Way of examining the Merit of Mag
: ; an
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and Woman is to confider them both with-
out Education. Look among the Vulgar, and
you_fhall find ten to one among the Women,
“who have more Senfe and Prudence than their
Husbands.

" But that Imay not be behind-hand with you
in Examples, I fhall give you three from ancient
Hiftoty, of Fidelity and Conftancy, which isa
Virtue you almolt deny the Sex, which yet you
will {carce find amongf{t the Men.

Plutarch, in his Morals, furnithes me witch two
of thofe I fhall mention, and in his Lives with
the third.

Camma was a Galatian Lady of exquifite Beau-
ty, but the Virtue and Confitancy of her Mind
far ﬂlrpaﬁcd the Charms of her Perfon ; fhe
was marryd to Cinnatus a Tetrarch, or petty
Prince among the Galatians ; the Love was mu-
tual between them both, but her Charms ex-
tended farther by much than fhe defired; for
they had made fo entire a Conqueft over Sy~
nori%, that he could not think of any Happinefs
without the Pofleffion of her ; to obtain which,
he employ’d all his Arts, his Cunning, and
Importunity, but to no Purpofe; fhe remain’d
untouch’d with all his amorous Addrefles, and
made it evident to him how much fhe detefied
his Criminal Endeavours ; but this enflam’d his
Love into Rage, and pufh'd him on to murder
her Husband Cimnarus, upon which fhe fled to
the Temple of Diana, and there {fecur’d herfelf,
by becoming a Votary to that Goddefs, accor-
ding to the Cuftom of the Country.

She reje@ed all the Solicitations of thofe nu~
merous Lovers, whom her Beauty had rais’d to
2dmire her, At laft, Symorix, hoping the Me-

- mory
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mory of what he had done was pretty well
over, ventur'd to her, and renew’d his Suit,
affuring her that it was no Malice, no Revenge,
no little Intereft that had prevail’d with him to
deftroy Cinnatus, but the abfolute Defpair of ob-
taining her any other way; thar if in that he
had been guilty of a Crime, fhe had the leaft
Reafon to accufe him of all humane kind, fince
1t was the Effect of her Charms.

She feem’d to admit all he faid, as a Truth
not to be controverted, and therefore {oon agreed
to marry him. The Ceremony was to be per-
form’d in that Temple of Diana, where the had
{o long refided ; among which Ceremonies, the
drinking to her future Husband, was one;
Camma had prepar’d a Draught in which there
was mix’'d a deadly Poifon, half of it the drank
off to him, and he foon pledg’d her in the other
half. "W have gone far enough, {ays the ; and now,
my dear Cinnatus, Ihave reveng’d thy Death, tho’ by
the Lofs of my own Life, the Life that has only beer
thus long tolerable to me, in hopes to obtain this Event,
which 15 now come to pafs. In thort, the Murderer
foon dv’d full of Rage, and fhe foon follow’d
with a great deal of Satisfaction.

The next Inftance I fhall give you, is out of
the Lives of Plutarch. Cleombrotzss being Son-in-
Law to Lenidas, King of Sparta, was made
King in his Room, and Collegue with Ags.
On another Turn, Leamdcw was reftor’d, and
Agis fled to the Tﬁ:mp]e of Suno, and Cleombro-
tus to that of Neptune. Leonidas, now incens'd
againit his Son-in-Law, meddled not with Agis,
but, with his Soldiers, went to the Sané&uary of
Cleombrotus, and there, with great Paffion, re-
proaclyd him with confpiring with his Enemies,

ufurping
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ufurping his Throne, and forcing him from his
Country, tho’ he was his Son-in-Law. Cleom-
brotus, having little to fay for himfelf, ftood fi-
lent. His Wife Chelonis, the Daughter of Leoni-
das, had been a Partner in her Father’s Sufte-
rings ; for when Cleombrotus ufurp’d the King-
dom fhe forfook him, and wholly apply’d herfelt
to comfort her Father in his Aflliction; whilft he
was in San&uary fhe ftay’d wich him, and when
he fled fhe fled with him, bewailing his Misfor-
tune, and extreamly difpleas’d with Cleombrotus.
But now, upon this Turn of Fortune, fhe was
as zealous and affiduous in Expreffions of Love
and Duty to her Husband, whom fhe embrac’d
with one Arm, and her two little Children with
the other: All Men were firangely taken with
the Piety and tender Affe&ion of the young Wo-
man, who, in a loofe negleéted Mourning, with
a pale dejected Countenance, and in a fuppliant
Polture, {poke thus to Leonidas.
“ 1 am not brought to this Condition you fee
“ me in, nor have taken upon me this Mour-
“ ning Habit, by reafon of the prefent Misfor-
“ tunes of Clevmbrotus; it is long fince fami-
““ liar to me; it was put on to condole with
“ you in your Banifhment, and now you are
“ reftored to your Country and Kingdom, muft
I ftill remain in Grief and Mifery ? Or would
“ you have me attir'd in my Feltival Ornaments
*“ that I may rejoyce with you, when you have
“ kill’d, within my Arms, the Man to whom
“ you gave me for a Wife? Either Cleombrotus
“ muft appeafe you by mine or my Childrens
¢ Tears, or he muft {uffer a Punifhment greater
“ than his Faults deferv’d, he fhall infallibly fee
“ me die before him, whom he has profefs'd ten-
= detly
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% derly tolove. To what End fhould T live ?
“ or how fhall I appear among the Spartan
“ Ladies, when it fhall {o manifeftly be feen,
“¢ that T have not been able to move Compaffion
‘ either in a Husband or a Father? ]I was
“ born, it feems, to be difhonour’d and dif-
“ grac’d, bothas a Wife and a Daughter, with
“ that Relation which is neareft to me in each
““ Capacity. As for Cleombrotus, 1 have {ufficient-
“ 1y difown’d his Caufe, when I forfook him to
““ follow you ; but now yourfelf will juftify his
“ Proceedings, by fhowing to the World, that
“ for the fake of a Kingdom, it is juft to kill a
“ Son-in-Law, and be regardlefs of a Daughter.

Chelonis having ended the Lamentation, turn’d
her weeping Eyes towards the Spe&ators, then
gently repos’d her Head on her Husband’s
Bofom. Leonidas, tonch’d with Compaffion,
withdrew a while to advife with his Friends ;
then returning, condemn’d Cleombrotus to a per-
petual Banifhment. Chelouis, he faid, ought to
ftay with him, it not being juft that fhe thould
forfake a Father, who had granted, at her Inter-
ceffion, the Life of her Husband. But all he
could fay, could not prevail with her to ftay;
fhe took up, immediately, one of her Children
in her Arms, and gave the other to her Huf-
band : Then, having perform’d her Devotions
at the Altar where the had taken San&uary, fhe
chearfully follow’d him into Banifhment —--—---
‘To be fhort, fo great was the Virtue and Ge-
nerofity exprefs’d by Chelonis, on this Occafion,
that if Cleombrotus were not {trangely blinded by
Ambition, he would chufe to be banifh’d with
fo excellent a Woman, rather than without her
to poflefs a Kingdom.

I fhall
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- I fhall only add one Hiftory more out of the
fame Author ; and that is of Empona, a Prineefs
among the Galatians, who being marry’d to
Sabinus, a young Nobleman of Rome, had thé
Misfortune foon after to have her Husband en-
gag’d in a Revolt againft Z¢fpafian the Emperor,
and to mifcarry in his Attempt fo far, that he
was fain to fly for his Life, and had no Hopes
left of Security againft the Purfuit of his Ene-
mies, but by giving out among his Servants that
he defign’d to poilon himfelf; and difmifling all
but two, in whom he particularly confided, he
reti’d to a Country-houfe of his, where there
were very large and deep Vaults, and whither
he had convey’d the moft valuable of his Eftects.
Entring thefe Vaults, he fent one of his Servants
to tell his Wife, that he had taken Poifon, and
that the Houfe being burnt to the Ground, had
confum’d his Body. His Wife receiv’d the
News with the utmoft Grief and Defpair, which
daily grew to fuch an Excefs, that is was to be
feard fhe would not long furvive it ; of which
Sabinus being inform’d, he order’d his faithful
Servant privately to inform her of the Secret
of his Life and Aboad, adding this Caution,
that fhe fhould take care to continue the Appea-
rance of her Sorrow, to confirm the World
in the Opinion of his imagin’d Death; and this
the perform’d with that artfull Addrefs, that it
was univerfally believ'd that Sabizus was no
more.

But Empona was {o impatient for the Sight of
her Husband, that in the Night-time fhe
conftantly - went to fee him, and {pent many
Hours with him in the difmal Caverns of his
Retreat, {till taking care to return to her own

Apart=
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Apartment in the City, without the leaft Dif-
covery. In this manner fhe {pent her Time for
at leaft nine Months, when the was brought to
bed, without any Help, of two lovely Boys,
one of which liv'd in the Time of our Author ;
but impatient for her Husband’s Safety, thaving
his Beard, fhe dreft him up in Women’s Apparel,
and carry’d him with her to Rome, in Hopes to
procure his Pardon, by her earneft Solicitations
of the Emperor ; but Vefpafian was a Prince too
jealous of Empire, ever to forgive a Crime of
that Nature ; fo that fhe fent her Husband back
to his lurking Place, and try’d farther herfelf
what fhe could do. In this Negotiation her
Love urg’d her to fuch Expreflions, as provokd
the Emperor to put her to Death, afluring him
that fhe had rather die than live to fee him
Emperor.

Well, Myfogamus, What think you of the Con-
ftancy of Womankind, from thefe three Examples?
Will you infift on the Ephefian Matron, a mere
Fiétion, as a Proof of the Inconftancy of the Sex,
and yet not allow thefe true Hiftorics as an Evi-
dence of the contrary ? If you tell us of Meffa<
- lina, give me leave to put you in Mind of Lu-
cretia, {0 eminent for her Chaltity, thac it is
grown into a Proverb, Aschafle as Lucretia.
What think you of Portia, the Wife of the
fecond Brutus ¢ Did not fhe difcover more than
a manly. Conflancy in her Death? Did fhe not
prove that Secrets of the higheft and moft dan-
gerous Confequences might be confided to a
Woman, when her Husband Brutus trufted her
with the whole Confpiracy againft Cafar?
‘Thefe, you'l fay, are but particular Women,
and afford but little Advantage to the Genera-

lity
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ity of the Sex : I grant they are particular, biré
{o are all thofe Inflances you have given of their
Vices and Follies ; we are therefore, in that
Point, upon a Levek '

1 ﬂaall give you, ex abundante, fome Ex-
amples. of Bodies of Women, who have jmn’d
in great and glorious Aétions. ‘The Perfians, in
a gw tle with their Enemies, were worlted and
fled away before them, till they were ftopt by
the Virgins and Matrons of that Country, who,
reproaching them with their Cowardice, cry’d,
Whither will ye fly 2 What! into the Wombs that bore
you, from the Tervor of your Foe? who are terrible
oily by your Fear : Turn therefore again, and fight
manfully for your Mothers, your Wives, and your
Children, or elfe give us your Pleapons to deferrd onty=
felves, and vefcue the Glory of the Perfian Name.
Touch’d with this Valour of the Women, thcy
made Head againft the Enemy ; and fo rurning
the Fortune of the Day, obtain’'d a glorious
Viéory.

When Romulus h.id found in Rome he had but
little Profpect of making it continue longer than
the Lives of his prefent Subjeéts, for he wanted
Women to produce a Pofterity, the neigh-
bouring ‘Cities and Countries’ refufing their
Daughters for their Wives, looking on them to
be a fcandalous Cﬂmpany of Fellows got to-
gether out of all Zaly by the Afylum fer up by
Romulus; he exhibited Shows and Speétacles,
which ‘brought great Numbers of the Sabine
young Women to behold them; and, upon a
Sign given, the Romans feiz’d cach a Sabine Wo-
man for his Wife, and carry’d them oft’ to Rowme.
‘The Sabines, a warlike People, foon took to theit
Arms to revenge the Afiront, and refcue the

Weomen.
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Women. Moft terrible, certainly, had been the
Slaughter, and, perhaps, fatal to the infant
State of Rome, had not Herfilia, and the reft of
the Sabine Women, who had been thus ravifh’'d
by the Romans, come into the Field of Barttle
betwixt both Armies, and with moft pathetick
Addrefles to their Parents and Relations on one
Side, and their Husbands on the other, brought
them to a friendly Parly; and {o in the End
united both Nations. S
ey the third Emperor of Germany, be-
wig=Glielpho, Duke of Bavaria, reduced the
Town to that Extremity, that the Duke was
fain to {ubmit to a Parly. But all the Terms he
could obtain, were, that the Women fhould de-
part in Peace, bearing with them only fo much
of their moft valuable Goods as each could carry
off: The Dutchefs therefore, and the reft of
that Sex, from the Higheft to the Lowelt,
went out, bearing each on her Back her Huf-
band. Being come out of the Town thus load-
ed, the Emperor was fo touch’d with the Gene-
rofity of the Aéion, that he forgave the Duke,
and receivd him ever after into peculiar Fa-
vour. -

You have obje&ed to the Sex Ignorance; but
that, in reality, is not a Fault in Woman-kind;
but in the Men, who deny them all thofe Im-
provements of Knowledge and Learning which
they enjoy, and are fo proud of themfelves;
and yet I could enumerate a long Roll of Wo-
men, illuftrious in every Part of Literature, but
that Time and my Memory forbid me at this
prefent. I fhall only mention a very few that
occur ; What think you of Deborab, {o learned
in the Laws of the Ifracites, that fhe ju}i]ged

T
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ifrael for feveral Years? nor was that Nation
ever'miore profperous, till the Time of . David or’
Solomon. -+ She was likewife an: excellent Poetefs,
as her fublime Song o the Deftruétion of Sifera
by Faelpows. What think ‘you of Theano, the Wife
of Pythagoras;, who taught his School in Phi~
lofophy after his Death? We maft” not omit
Afpafia, the: Athewian Courtelan, - {o  eminent
for her Learning, both in Philofophy and
Politicks, that the greateft Men of that Age

were inftruéted by her in both. 3 |
How ‘many of the Grecian Women were ex~
cellent in Poetry ? Sappho, Erinnay Corinna, and
many more, are {ufficient Proofs of ‘this Truth.
The great Pindar was inftruted’in the Art of
Poetry by a Woman : And Corinna; his Contem-
porary, often reproach’d him in his Youth, that
he did not underftand what it was to be a
Poct, fpending all his Time and Pains in the
Study of Words and Expreflions, never produ~
cing one¢ Proof that he was able to form a
Fable, which was the principal Duty and Cha-
racteriftick of a Poet, and without which he could
only pretend to be a mere Verfifier. But let us
pafs from Greece to Rome ; there we find Coruelia,
the Mother of the Gracchi, inftruéing. her
Sons, Caims and Tiberins, in Eloquence, and in
Virtue, and in Refolution, by which they made
the laft ftand for the true Liberty of Rome ; for,
on their Death, the Ballance of Power turn’d
entirely to the Nobility, by the Deftru&ion of
the Agrarian Law. To come to the Moderns. 1
can’t ‘omit Awna Maria wvan Schurman, a Flemifb
Lady,whofe learned Writings were in'greatEfteem
among Mecn of Letters 'above a Century ago;
among which 1s -2 Defence of ' her own Sex,
'written i elcquent Latw. The next I fhall
mention,
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mention, for 1 mult draw to an End, is the
prefent learned Madam Dacier, who is fo great a
Miftrefs of the Greek, that the has given us ad-
mirable Verfions of Homer and Sophocles ; befides
many learned Difcourfes, which prove her to
be one of the foremoft Criticks of the Age.

I fhall conclude with England, where, amnng
the Learned, we fhall find the Daufrhter of Sir
Thomas More in the Time of King Hmr VIII,
the immortal Queen Elizabeth; and in later
Times, the Lady Packington, Author of The
Whole Duty of Man. In Poetry likewife many
of our Ewnglih Ladies have been eminent, as
Cowley’s fam’d Oriunda, Mrs. Apharra Bebn, who
feem’d to have the Soul of Sappho transfus’d into
her. Here I muft not omit the admirable Mrs.
Siinger, - as chafte in her Writings, as nervous
and fublime. T might mention others {till living,
but thefe are fufficient to prove, that Ignorance
is not always the Crime of the Ladies; and
that the fineflt Arts and Sciences fhine fometimes
in that Sex. _

But you 'prefs hard, that no Woman was
ever yet a Patronefs of Learning. 1 confefs 1
.am not able to give any particular Inftances of
the contrary ; but this I can {ay, that the Men
have but very little Reafon to boaft of any Ad-
vantage above them in that Particular, that for
two thoufand Years, excepting the Arbenian
State, and the Rﬂgn of Auguftws Cafar, there
have not appear'd ten Men worthy the Ndlﬂﬂ
of Patrons of Arts.

Here Philogamus made an End, and Mj:f oga-
s Was preparing to regum him an Anfwer,
when Sir Fobn Friendly's Man came up to my
Chambers, and told me his Mafter was coming

: 4 2 to
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to pay me a Vifit, if I was not other ways en-
gag’d. Torder’d my Man to go down to Sir
“fobn, and defire his Company, fince the Gout
would not permit me to wait on him myfelf.
‘This put an End to our Difpute, and the two
Pleaders for and againft Women took their
Leaves, unconvinc’d, like other Difputants, by
each others Arguments. ‘Thus I have fent you

a Letter as long as I threatend ; and fhall only
add to it, that I am

Your faithful Fyiend,
and bumble Servant,

Puici?p NEITHERSIDE.
| 3 A R e el [ g 8
On. B -E.AUE 1

Forma bonum fragile ~—=—
O Formofe puer nimiwm ite crede colori.

To M. Clearwit at bis Chambers in
Lincoln’s-Inn.

Dear Friend,

O U tell me, in yours of the fifteenth
paft, that you defire to exercife your
Talent in Poetry upon the following Subject.

That
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«That tho' all People agree that Beauty is to be ad-
mir'd, yet no one has told us what Beauty is, or have
fix’d any Standard of it.

You tell me that you have try’d in vain to
pleafe yourfelf in writing upon it, and there-
fore depute the Task to your humble Servant.
I muflt confefs, it is with a great deal of Reluc-
tance that I can think of denying you any thing ;
but I muft be fo free as to declare, that, in my
Opinion, this is, by no means, a Subjeét for
Poetry ; at leaft, for any Poetry above an Epi-
gram: ~Tis true, Caw!q,p has play'd upon it
wantonly enough, but I think with no Poetical
Genius : Be you the Judge, thefe are his Words.

-~ Beauty, thon wild fantaftick Ape,

Who do’f} in every é‘aﬁmry change thy Shape :

Here Black, there Brown, here Tavuey, and there
(White.,

Thon Flatterer, who comply'ft with every Sight,

H o z’:r{*.jﬁ‘ o cevtain what, nor where,

But vary'ft [#ill, and do’ft fb_}ﬁff declare

Inconftant, as thy She-Profeflors are

Cowley here tells us of the Uncertainty what
Beauty is, but proceeds not by Ratiocina-
tion to folve the Riddle propos’d ; that is, how
we come to admire it without a Definition of it.
He plainly {aw that was too uncouth and barren
a Subje& for Verfe; nor, indeed, do I fee any
Curiofity in it that is worthy our Inquiry, even in
Profe. Your Friend fecems to me to miftake the
Matter quite, in fuppofing that to love a beau-
tiful Objeé, without knowing what Beauty is,
implies a fort of Contradiétion, as if Inclina-
tion and Knowledge were fo infeparable, that

A2 they
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they could not fubfift afunder. I would !m
ask him, whether we are not all -{fenfible of
Light and Heat, tho’ few but the Learned can
give a Definition of either: And therefore his:
Queftion, of how it comes to pafs that we love
Beauty without knowing what it is, is eafily
anfwer’d, by afluring him that it is the Eftett of
that Im.lmatmn which Nature has fix'd in all
Men towards the fair Sex; and tho’, perhaps,
it cannot be deduc’d to a general Definition,
. yer every Man in Eove will be able to defcribe
the Beauties of his Charmer. Diyden {ays thus -
on Beauty, -

‘ﬁre Cﬂzﬁﬁ of Love cain never be affigi’d,
*T s in no Face, but in the Lover’s Mnfd

But I muft diffenc from this great Poet, becaufe
it is the Beauty of the Miftrefs that firft fixes
herfelf in the Mind of the Lover ; for that there
-is fuch a Thing as real Beauty, there is no man-
ner of Queftion. Ask the Painters and the Sta-
tuaries, they will tell you the Features and Pro-
portions  that compofe this perfect. Beanty.
Apelles, when he drew his Penus, the Wonder of
the old World, fram’d fo perfe&t an Idea of
Beauty, that all the Women of Greece and Afia
could not furnith him with an Original to copy ;
he thereifore took the molt excellent Features he
could find in the moft beautiful Women of his
Age, and put them together in one Figure with
that Addrefs and Art, that he made it worthy
of the Goddefs of Beauty. This fhows plain-
ly that we are not {o much to feck what Beauty
15, nor in the Features nor Proportions that com-

pofe it, as your miftiken Friend feems to ima-
C.rrnﬁ
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ging. Again we have extant the Apbrodite, ot
Venus, of the Greek Statuary Ariffomenes; the
Or1gmal is in the Hands of the Duke of 7#/~
cany, excellent Copies of which have been dif-
pers’d among us by our Englih Phidias, Mr.
Bivd. This is another Proof that we are nnt
deftitute of a'certain Standard for Beauty ;

fhall therefore take no notice of the Fenus ﬂf
Caraccio, in the Hands of the prefent Duke of
Buciz,?gﬁrzmﬁ:re, but proceed to fhow that
Poetry likewife has given us an exa& Portrai-
ture of Beauty, as the fu”nwmg Lines will

fhow.

Mark bow their Statures due Proportion. kigw,
Nor rife too high, nor fink too meanly low ;

No meagre bony Faws deform the Fﬁf&’, ;

Nor puffy Sides the taper Shape difgrace, -

But every Part alike becomes its Place.
" Behold how lovely Jmooth the Forebead fhines, .
How wmnilky 'u,brrf the foft Defcent mdme.f, Y

“How firlyto the fparkling Eyes it joyus 57 -

While gaily pleafing they, and Jweetly brighe,

Fill each Beholder’s Heart with dear Delight.

See on the blomy Checks Jo frefbly [pread,

So duly mixt the native ¥White aud Red '
Mezrk what full Rofes oin the Lips dppeary:
What Sweets they bireath, wbﬂt balmy "Dew they

- wear.

But loff and e:vfd.f&ﬁ were my Pains to trace :
The vaft Infinity of Beauty's Grace.

Why [bould the Mufe in f.s:'vgfb Numbers fpeak
The golden Treffes, or the iv'ry Neck 2.

Why fbﬂﬂ!d the bajhful Nymph attempt to tell,
What fofs round Globes o vifing BoJoms ﬁw&’ 2

T 4 Whai
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What fecret Charms--—- fince Modefly denies,

And bars the bold Accefs of wanton Eyes :

Blufbing with decent Grace, her Veil [he draws,

And [bields the Fair from Shame, by Cufton’s ve
(verend Laws.

It is this Beauty that has thofe wonderful
EffeCts mention’d by the Poets, and commands
the Admiration of all that behold it, as Spencer
defcribes it in the following Lines.

WNought under Heaven fo fbrongly doth allure
?%e Senfe of Man, and all his Mind poffefs,
As Beauty’s lovely Bait, that doth procure,
Great Warriors of their Rigor to reprefs,
And mighty Hands forget their Manlinefs;
Dyrawn with the Power of an Heart-robbing Eye,
- And wrapt in Fetters of a golden Trefs,
That can with melting Pleafance mollify
Their barden’d Hearts, inur’dto Blood and Cruelty.
So whilom learn’d that mighty Fewifh Swain,
Each of whofe Locks did match a Man of Might,
To lay his Spoils before his Leman’s Train :
So alfo did the great Cetean Knight,
Evr bis Love's Sake his Liow’s Skin undight.
And fo did warlike Anthony negleét
The World’s whole Rule for Cleopatra’s Sight.
Such wond’rous Power bas Woman's fair Afpet?,
To captive Men, and make them all the World
| ' (wegleét.

This is fufficient to fay upon the Force of
Beauty, whofe rightful Power no Body ever yet
deny’d, and your Friend himlelf {eems fairly to
acknowledge. e Lk, 3 .H

' &
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He may, perhaps, obje&, that Women, with
little or no Beauty, have had ftrange Power
over Men ; but that comes not under this Quef~
tion: To make a material Objection, he fhould
produce Proofs of Beauty unregarded, and
without that Power. He may, perhaps, upon
this Occafion, have recourfe to the Quinétia of
Catullus ; who, he fays, was tall and handfome,
but had not fo much as Afica Salis, a Corn of
Salt in her whole Bulk. By this Corn of Salt, [
fuppofe, Catullus means Grace, Air, Mein, the
{fweet Refult of all the Charms of Face and
Body, it itrikes the Eye and Heart. But we
muft obferve, that Catullus does not deny the
Power of Quinflia’s Eyes, but leflens her
Charms, only to raife thofe of his Lesbia.

I fhall conclude with this Advice to your
Friend, never to offer an argumentative Subjec
for Poetry, where therg is no room for Images
and Fable. Iam

Your Faithful Friend,

JonaTtHan Famriy.

SR
R,
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LET e o R s
On Dﬂ:{zﬁmg.

Fw&#}r&f Calices gz;em 1ot ﬁcere dy?mm ?

To Roger Drmkwater Efq, at bis Houfe in
HanoverhSquare.

My dear fober RoGER,

Receiv'd your Letter of the 1t of th:s Month,
which I believe you writ after you had ex-
tinguifh’d all your Fire with a Quart or two
of Spring-water ; a Liquor that might have
been plf:afa,nt cnough when' Adam liv’d in Para-
dife, that was a warm Country, and afforded
no more agrecable Beveridge. But, my Dear,
ou muft confider, we live in a cold Climate,
where the Waters are frozen up once a Year,
and retain the chilling Quality of the Ice all
the reft of it. I am in a fhuddering Fit at the
very Thoughts of Water! why, ’cis the Liquor
of Beafts, not Men ; and the poor Animals
guzzle it up juft to fatisfy the Drought of Na-
ture, and know no better ; but my Horfe is a
wifer Creature, offer him on the Road Water,
or good Ale, he will certainly chufe the lat-
ter. .
T am for old Neah, the fecond Father of Hu-
mankind, he found out the valuable Juice of
the Grape, and made the firft Experiment of

its Power himfelf. As to the Awtedluvian Fa-
thers,
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" thers, I think théy had an End worthy of their
Lives; for as they drank nothing but Water, fo
they made their Exiz in Water, 1 don’t know,
but if they had found out Wine, and drank
it, they mlght have fav’d the World from be-
ing drown’d. " But be that as it will, I will leave
it to the wife Controvertifts of the Times, on
which they might entertain the World with far
more agreeable, and much lefs detrimental Spe-
culations than now they do. What think you,
my Boy, of old Father Bﬂﬂcﬁﬂd ? The wife Gre-
cians, who civiliz’d and polifb’d. all this Part of

theWorld, made him 2 God for his teaching them
the Joys of good Drinking, which they improvd
to the utmolt Perfe@ion. In the Evening the
Goblet went round, and fupply’d the Abfence
of the Sun with Warmth more kindly and en-
livening ; then crown’d with Chaplets nt Flowers,
they drank to their Mifirefles Healths™ as many
Glaﬂes in Hand, as there were Lctters in her
Name. “

*Twas to the Juice of the Vine that the G’ree&
Poets ow’d all their Infpiration, that was the
_H}Pﬂccﬁﬁ?e, the Helicon, and the Fountain of
Aganifpe ;_the drmkmg of which made them
write {o _well ; for thofe were but the Names
of feveral Vmeyards upon Mount Parunaffus,
which yielded the beft Wine in all Greece. Ele-
vated by this, old Aracreon writ thofe charm-
ing Odes which tranfport us to this Diy. 'In
fhort, the Reafon why the Greeks excell’d all
other Poets, is becanfe they drank Dbetrer than
other Poets.

But we are not without our fighting Her-:_::es
that were eminent for Drinking. What think
you of the brave Macedonian Youth, zfi!examﬁr

the
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the Great > He and his Officers, warm’d wigh
Greek Wine, pals’d the Grammick Flood, and
drove a Million before him o’er the Plain : By
good Drinking they got the Empire of Afia, and
treed Gieece from her perpetual Fears of the
Grand Monarch of thofe Times.

But what need we run back fo far in Time
and Place to prove the Excellence of good
Drinking, fince we may eafily difcover that to
be fix’'d in its Nature by our own Experience ?
The Advantages it yields to Mankind are innu-
merable. Does Chloris prove falfe ? Does Phillis
prove cruel? Have recourfe to the Bottle, and
you defpife the Jil, and laugh at the Cequet.
Does-my Lord Haughty overlook you ? The fe-
cond Bottle raifes you above the Infolent Pa-

eant. Are ye troubled with the Folly of Bafh-
ulnefs? Drink but guantum fufficit, and you gain
Aflurance enough to be impertinent with the
Fair and the Great. Does your Modeity deny
your Tongue the graceful Utterance of your
Thoughts ? Drink but Wine enough, you’ll be
more cloquent than Cicero. ‘This puts me in
Mind of a Story of Sit Thomas More, who being
fent Ambaflador to the Emperor by King Henry
the Eighth, the Morning he was to have his
Audience, knowing the Virtue of Wine, orderd
his Servant to give him a good large Glafs of
Sack; and having drank that, call’d for another:
The Servant, with officious Igaorance, would
have difluaded him from it, but in vain; the
Ambaflador drank off the fecond, and demanded
a third, which he likewife drank oft; infifting
on a foarth, he was over-perfuaded by his Ser-
vant to let it alone; {o he went to his Audience.

But returning home again, ¢all’d for his Servant,
and
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and threatning him with his Cane, You Rogue,
{aid he, what Mifchief have you done me ! I [fpoke
fo well to the Emperor, on the Infpiration of thofe three
Glafles that I drank, that he told me I was fit to
govern three Parts of the World, Now, you Dog, if
I bad drank the fourth Glafs, I had beer fit to go-
werin all the World.

I could tell you of a certain Statefman that
made once a great Noife in the World, who form’d
all his political Schemes over a Bottle ; when
Company was gone, he order’d Pen, Ink and
Paper to be brought him, and four Bottles of
Wine, with a Pipe of Tobacco indeed to help
out ; and fo he writ, drank and {moak’d, till his
Liquor was out, and then he went to Bed. By
thefe Politicks was a Nation govern’d fome
time; and not a few fay, very wifely ; but as
to that I don’ pretend to give my Opinion :
But if there were any Faults in his Miniftry, 1
am fure of this, they were owing to himfelf, and
not his Liquor.

Courage has been infpired in our modern
Days by good Liquor ; for the Dutch had ne-
ver maintain’d themfelves fo well againft our
Fleet, and oftentimes worfted us under Van
Trump and De Rutter, but that the Morning be-
fore they engag’d, they out-drank us.

But I have one thing ro fay to you, which 1
had forgotr, and which relates to yourfelf. 1
know you have a mighty Inclination to Poetry ;
but if you would have your Verfes live, you
muft leave off drinking of Water; fince your
Matfter Horace {ays, That no Verfes can live long
that are written by Water-Drinkers. I am juit
call’d down to fome Friends with whom I fhall
pafs fome merry Hours over a Bottle of Buigun-

4y,
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dy, and therefore muft draw to an End, only ad-
viling ‘thee, “in fhiort, to leave the meer Element,
and mms to the ]uu:e of the Grape, Drink and
forget thy Sorrows, for this World is too ridi--
culous and fanta{hr.al to be ferious in; butl
am fnberly and ferioufly e

T by faithful Frie:zﬂ,_

Timothy Break-of-day.

S S S S S SE EEESEES

LETTER VIIL
On Blfndﬂﬁﬁ.

' H/?r was the Srgbg

Wi ﬁfrr.& a tender Bz:fa’ as b’ Ejﬁ' confiid’ d,

So obvious, and Jo eafy to be quench’d?

And not, as Feeling, thrd’ all Parts diffus’d,

That fbﬁ- might look at will thro' every Pore Z
Milton

To Myrs, Mecemie- dale on Lambeth-Hill,
| London. 4

Maipawm,

HAT 1 h:nc not writ to you  all this
while, has been occafien’d by the Badnefs

ot my Sight, which has now left me in an ab-
foluce Blindnefs : I fee no more the glorious Sun,
the flow’ry Meads and purling Brooks, nor hu-
man Face divize, as Milton has 1t. I thmk rhat
oreat
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great Poet, though he has written admirably
upon the Lofs of Sight; feems'too uneafy un-
der his Misfortune, and to repine at that Dif-
penfation of Providence; but I, who have all
along: refign’d .myfelf to the Will of Heaven,
_endeavour to make-every Difappointment as
little troublefome as I can; and to find out all
the Advantages that aMisfortune can afford me.
Thus: I trouble not myfelf with -anxious
Thoughts of the good Things I have loit, but
fix in my Mind the uneafy Objeé&s that Sight
often gives us. .

This Senfe frequently mifleads us to Partiality
in our Favours by the {mooth Appearance and
hypocritical Countenance of thofe we converfe
with, which prepares usto receive all they fay
and offer with too much Indulgence ; Loguere ut
te videam, was the faying of a Wife Man; that
is, (for I forgot I was writing to a Lady) fpeak
that I may fee thee. For, indeed, the Eyes bring
to our Knowledge only the Body, but the Ear
conveys to us the Soul of the Perfon that {peaks;
by them we find whether he be a Man of Senfe,
Judgment, Wit and Learning ; and by a frequent
and long Converfation with him, informs us
whether he be led by the Principles of Honour
and Honefty, or by the loofer Maxims of the
Age ; for it is a difficult matter for the moft
cunning Hypocrite to difguife himfelf {o far,
but that 2 Man of Judgment will by fome Words
or other, at Jealt in his unguarded Hours, dif-
cover the Cheat. '

There. 1s arother Evil the Lofs of Sight has
delivered :me from, and that relates: to your
Sex, Madam, and that is the tyrannick Power
of. Beauty of the Body ; all whofe bewitching
LW i Charms



[ 288 ]

Charms are of no Effe& to a blind Man; the
fineft Eyes in the World are not capable of cor-
rupting my Virtue, or betraying my Under-
ftanding to doat on a Fool : It robs indeed
the Falr of their fureft Means of Conquelit,
that is, their beautiful Appearance, by which
{fo many of the Sons of A4dam have, like him,
been undone; there may perhaps have been
fome Men who could not be {o deeply wounded
by the Beauty of a Woman, but that her Folly
was able to cure them. I have heard a Story of
Sir Fobin Suckling much to this purpofe : He made
a Vifit to Counfellor Gibbs, whofe Place oblig’d
him tolive in the Tower : The Counfelor happen’d
not to be at home, and his Lady thinking very
much to oblige him, and to free herfelf of the
Trouble, told h:m, that there was below the
moft beautiful young Lady that ever fhe faw,
who being a Client to her Husband, waited for
his Return all alone. The Knight, fond of
the Opportunity, runs immediately down to her,
but in lefs than a quarter of an Hour came
{wearing up Stairs asif he had been diftraéted.
Coming into the Room to the Counfellor’s La-
dy, Well, Sir Fobn, fays fhe, What! fo foon
weary of a pretty Woman ? Damn her, {aid he,
the has talk’d me out of her Face- I faid all the
fine Things I could think of, but I could get
nothing from her, but how many Eggs they {old
e-penny at Newcaftle. In . fhort, her Foliy was
fo great, that it {oon extmgmﬁ: 'd the Flames
her Charms had kindled.

One Advantage I have from this Misfortune
relates to your felf. The firft Impreflions
of things are generally the molt deep and laft-

mg ; and we more eafily retain the Memory of
what
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what pleas’d us in our younger Days, than of
thofe things we fee and take Notice of in our
maturer Years ; whether it be that as we grow
in Years; Objeé&ts multiply fo mueh, that the
Number makes us take the lefs Notice of Particu-
lars ; or that the Mind indeed is more capable
of deep Impreffions in our Youth, than ever
after: Thus it is in relation to yourlelf. I have
already almoft forgot the feveral Melancholy
Changes that Time and an ill Husband have
made in your Face; and now youappearto me
the fame fine Mrs. Cornelia I thought you when
I Arft faw you. Oh, that Bloom of Youth, and
thofe inchanting Beauties that ufe to charm and
conquer every Beholder! the Malice of five and
twenty Years has loft all its Force, and you
how feem as tranfporting. as ever; but this
you'll fay is a Benefit of Blindnefs, which af-
fords me but very lictle Advantage ; fince, tho’
I cannot fee the Effe@s of your Decay, yet
thofe of mine are tod vifible to your Eyes; you
fee me grown old, fick, lame and blind,.and
cannot therefore perfuade yourfelf to dream of
my Youth and Vigour, as I do of yours. But
I mult tell you, that I am not fo much difap-
pointed in that, as you may imagine ; for I feek
not to prefer myfelf to you as a Lovet, but am
{atisfy’d that my Memoty offers the rather a
pleafing than a difagreeable Obje&: I have
{cen enough not to be uneafy that I can fée no
more ; the Eye prefents us with the fame things
over and overagain; and if there be any Va-
riety in them, it 1s generaily but to add to our
Pain and Difquiet; and diftraét us with trouble-
fome Thoughts and Defires ; whereas now I can
volle& my Thoughts, and give myf{:lf upto the

\% Con~
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Contemplations of Reafoning without Intef-
ruption.

This is the Way that I take to make my Life
as eafy as I can, and comfort myfelf with this
Thought, that T can yet converfe with my
Friends of both Sexes, in which Number I fhali
always place you, whillt I am

Your faithful bumble Sevvait,

InporenT Easy.
SIS I A SRS S IS IS A IS
17801 . g X0

On the Vulgay.

A PARADOX

Odi profanum wulgus, & arceo.

Be gone Profane, I hate you all,
Both the Great Vulgar, and the Small.

To Anthony Vainman Efg; to be left at
Button’s Coffee-hoatfe, Covent-Garden.

Dear Tony.

O U fend me Word, that you have had

a Play lately a&ed, which has taken
wonderfully with the Town ; that it was re-
ceived with mighty Applaufe, not only By the
Vulgar, but by the Men of Wit, Perfons of
the firft Quality of both Sexes ; and that it is
grown
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grown a Crime, and Mark of Affe&tation, not
to go along with the Vogue in its Praife ; at
the {fame time you tell me, that it has no man-
ner of Plot, but {ubfifts by the Force of its ex-
trac:rdmary Wit, and Brisknefs of Dialogue.
This makes me think, my Friend Anthony, that
you are in Danger as well as your great Per-
fons, and your Wits, to fall into the Number
of the Vulgar ; for of that Rank are all {uch,
who {quander their Applaufe on artlefs Trifles,
and fuch Things as do not merit it in the Judg-
ment of Men of Knowledge, But you fay, this
is a Play of Merit, full of Wit from one End
to tc:ther ; but I muft {fay with a great Judge
in his Eflay on Poetry, 7 hat rather il Wiz,
let there be none at all. Therctore if yon wo u]d
have it pafs for a good Play with me, you
fhould tell me of its Humour, Nature, and its
juft Defign, which, if it want, “tis at beft but
a Collettion of witty Dlalnﬂt.ﬂs- Sir George
Etherege, as great as his Repmatm[l was, could
not efcape the Reproach of the Men of Judg-
ment of his Time ; one of whom {ays, Thar be
writ three talking Plays without one {Plit 3 and yet
thofe three Plays are not altogether without
Plot and Humour.” Bat I thall not pretend tqQ
decide the Merits of this Play, till I have read
it ; and what I have faid, has been the Effe& of
vour falfe Praife of it, not the Author’s De-
merits. To praife a Man in 2 wrong Place, is

often to do him an Injuny 5 and {o 1s ﬁ}fnmmcs
taken by Authors of Knowledge and Arc.
Thus Lucian writ his Zeuxis .:rgamﬁ a Perfon
who had mightily cry’d up his D:fion, with-
out taking any Notice ot his Art and Judg-

ment in forming the Defign, and the Qrdonance
V 2 of
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of its Parts. 'This fort of Panegyrifts are ge-
nerally Men that have only a fmattering in
Learning and Wit, and in their Cenfures blind-
ly follow the Ditates of their own Fancy, un-
direéted by ‘Art and Judgment. ' And this is the
moft troublefome Part of the Vulgar, as the
moft capable of doing an Author Mifchief, by
that Reputation they have of" bemg Men of
‘Wit and Spirit.

~ Bur that we may not wander in the Dark,
and be ‘amus’d with empty Wnrds, I fhall en-
deavour to fhew you mhar 1t is I mean by the
Vulgar. :

Cowley, in his paraphraftick Tranflation of
Horace, has very juftly divided them into the great
Vulgar and the fmall.  There is no Difficulty
in our diftinguithing the fmall Vulgar, it takes
in all the Rabble of Mankind, Things of hu-
mane Shape; tho’ Ignorance has levell’d them
with the Brutes; thefe are the Mechanicks, and
the reft of the People of mean and low Station:
And yet this'part of the Vulgar, following the
Dictates of mere Nature, often judge nght as
Hﬂ ace long ago -::-bi'erv 'd;

Eﬁ ubi ;eﬂe _;demt populus, qﬁ‘ ué; permr

But thofe whom T call the great Vulgar, ha-
ving ftifled their Senfe of the Diétates of pure
Nature, by a Conceit of themfelves, the Power
of Cultom, and their falfe ‘Opinion of Excel-
lence, feldom or never judge fightly of the Per-
formances of Art; this leads me to explaih
what I mean by the great Vulgar. I mean,
therefore, all fuch who are ignorant in.the fine

AI[S;, and have no true Tafte of them, let their
£ | For-
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Fortune, their Birth, and their Quality be what
it will. I confefs this brings in much the greater
Part of thofe who decide the Fate of Authors;
this takes in, I'm afraid to {peak aloud, I only
whifper it to you, almoft the whole Bod of
Womankind, at leaft, in our Nation, - where the
Ladies have more engaging Enjoyments to pafs
their Time in, than in informing their Under{tan-
dings: There was a Time, indeed, a great
while ago, and a great way off, in a Town call’d
Atbens, and another call’d Rome, when and
where the fair Sex thought the Ornaments of
the Body, and their perfonal Charms, ' infuffi-
cient, without adding the Beauties of the Mind.
But here the Women think it enough, that their
Adcrers tell ’em they have Wit and Beauty;

and that they are fitly qualified for Judges of
the greateft Performances. But let them grow
as proud  as they pleafe with the vain Flatte-
ries of their fenfelefs Adorers; they are, in
fhort, but Part of the Vulgar, unlefs they ex-
alt thf:mfelves, by improving their Minds with
Knowledge and Art.

 Alas! my Friend Anthony, there are a great
many Men who pafs with the Ignorant for Wits
of the firlt Rate, who are, indeed, but part
of the Vulgar, tho’ they have run thro’ all the
Authors of Auntiquity, and have JVirgil and
Horace at their Finger’s Ends.  You fhall know
them by this, whenever they talk of thofe great
Poets of Antiquity, whenever they praife them,
it is for fome fingle Expreffion, fome particular
Verfe ; or at moft, for a fine Delcription ; but
never {ay any thing of the Defign of Virgil, or
Homer, ot Saphocles, or Euripides ; that is what
they have no Tafte of ; nor, mdced any No-
: . tion,
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tion, tho' ‘t is in thofe that thefe great Poets
excell all Mankind; and by thofe only have
obtain’d the immortal Name of Poets. An-
other Part of this great Vulgar contains motit
of your merry Wits, whofe Talent is to lull the
Severity of Reafon afleep, and amufe the Fancy
only with fome Burlefque, fome Ridicule, or
the like : Thefe Men never think juftiy nor finely,
and yet they have, of late D2vs, had it in their
Power to ruin the Reputation or Men of Metit,
and fet up their own Creatures as the Wonders
of the Age. This isa modern Humour, which
has, indeed, as Sir #illiam Temple has oblerv'd,
deftroy’d all folid Learning, all juft Notions,
and fpread a falfe Tafte of Arts and Sciences
thro’ their numerous Readers. Thefe are the
top Part of the great Vulgar, the Demogogues
that lead ’em whereever they pleafe ; tho’ in my
Opinion they are themfelves the moft infa-
mous of their Party. Ta thefe I muft add
the Pedants, that with a noily Shew of Latiz
and Greek perfuade their ignorant Hearers that
they are Men of prodigious Parts and Learning ;
a good Memory is generally their chief Talent,
and that Affurance which they ufually learn at
their Alma Maters. 1 am afraid to meddle with
the Clergy, left they fhould fligmatize me with
the Name of Atheift, or,” at leaft, of Deift,
elfe, perhaps, 1 might fay, that chere: are too
many of them come within the Number of the
great Vulgar. I ihall only add, that I advife
thee, dear Towy, feverely to examine thyfelf,
and try how far diftant you are yourfelf from' this
Number ; admire no more the Verfifiers of the
Times, who are more defpicable Fellows than
the very Ballad-makers of the Age. Pye-Corner and
Ty | London-
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London-bridge have more Poetry, than fome cele-
brated Shops I could name ; for the Ballads ge-
nerally go upon fome Story, fome Flirt, fome
Defign ; the Verfifiers upon none, Study Art,
and by that learn to think juftly. T hope there
is nothing I have faid in this Letter {o fevere
as to make you‘call in queftion the Sincerity,
with which 1 profefs myfelf

Your faithful Friend,

Witriam BricuTMAK,

el g Y B
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