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Of Ruminating Animals.

OF all animals, thofe that chew the cud
are the moft harmlefs, and the moft eafily
tamedi As they live entirely upon vegeta-
bles, it is neither their intereft nor their plea-
{ure to make war upon the reft of the brute
creation; content with the paftures where
they are placed, they fcldom defire to
change, while they are furnithed with a
proper fupply; and fearing nothing from
each other, they generally go in herds
for their mutual fecurity.  All the fier-

ceft of the carnivorous kinds feek their food
Vou. III B in
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in gloomy folitude ; thefe, on the contrary,
range together ; the very meaneft of them
are found to unite in each other’s defence ;
and the hare itfelf is a gregarious animal, irt
thofe countries where it has no other enemies
but the beafls of the foreft to guard againtt.

As the food of ruminant animals is en-
tirely of the vegetable kind, and this is very
eafily procured, fo thefe animals feem natu-
rally more indolent and lefs artful than thofe
of the carnivorous kinds; amnd as their ap-
petites are more fimple, their inftin&s feem
to be lefs capable of variation. 'The fox or
the wolf are for ever prowling; their long
habits of want give them a degtree of tharp-
nefs and cunning; their life is a continued
fcene of ftratagem and efcape: but the pa-
tient ox, or the deer, emjoy the repaft that
Nature has abundantly provided ; certain of
fubfiftence, and content with fecurity.

As Nature has furnifhed thefe animals
with an appetite for fuch coarfe and fimple
nutriment, fo fhe has enlarged the capa-
city of the inteftines, to take in a great-
er fupply. In the carmvoroys kinds, as
their food is mourithing and juicy, their
ftlomachs are but fmall, and their inte-
flines fhort; but in thefe, whofe pafture
is coarfe, and where much muft be accu-

mmulated before any qua-ﬂtity of nourithment
can
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can be obtained, their ftomachs are large
and numerous; and their inteftines long and
mufcular, The bowels of a ruminating
animal may be confidered 4s an elabora-
tory, with vefiels in it, fitted for various
tran{fmutations. It requires a long and te-
dious procefs before grafs can be tran{mu-
ted into fleth; and for this purpof¢, Nature,
in general, has furnithed fuch animals gas
feed upon grafé, with four flomachs, through
which the food fucceflively pafles, and un=
dcrgoes the proper fﬁparatmns

Of the four ftomachs with which tu=
minant animals are furnithed, the firft is
called the paunch, which receives the food
after it has been ﬁwhtly chewed ; the fecond
is called the honeycomb, and is properly
nothing more than a continuation of the
former ; thefe two, which are very capa~
cious, the animal fills as faft as it can;
and theri lies down to ruminate, which may
be properly confidered as a kind of vomiting
without effort or pain. 'The two {tomachs
above-meritioned being filled with as much
as they can contain, and the grafs which was
{lightly chewed, begmmng to fwell with the
heat of fituation, it dilates the {ftomachs, and
thefe again contraQupon their contents. Tha_:
aliment, thus fqueczed, has but two paf-
fages to efcape at ; one into the third ftomach,
: B2 which
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which is very narrow; and the other back,
by the gullet, into the mouth, which is
wider, The greateft quantity, therefore, is
driven back through the largeft aperture in-
to the miouth, to be chewed a fecond time ;
while a fmall part, and that only the moft
liquid, 1is driven into the third ftomach,
through the orifice which 1s fo fmall. The
tood which is driven to the mouth, and
chewed a {fecond time, is thus rendered more
foft and moift, and becomes at laft liquid
enough to pafs into the conduit that goes to
the third fltomach, where it undergoes a ftill
farther comminution. In this ftomach,
which is called the manyfold, from the num-
ber of its leaves, all which tend to promote
digeftion, the grafs has the appearance of
boiled {pinage, but not yet fufliciently redu-
ced, {o as to make a part of the animal’s
nourithment : it requires the operation of
the fourth ftomach for this purpofe, where
it underjoes a complete maceration, and 1is
feparated to be turned into chyle.

But Nature has not been lefs careful in
another refped, in fitting the inteftines
of thefe animals for their food. In the
carniverous kinds they arc thin and lean;
but in ruminating animals they are ftrong,
flethy, and well covered with fat.  Every
precaution feems taken that can help their

digefuion :
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digeftion : their ftomach is firong and muf-
cular, the more readily to a& upon its con-
tents ; their inteftines are lined with fat,
the better to preferve their warmth; and
they are extended to a'much greater length,
fo as to extract every part of that nourifh-
ment which their vegetable food {o fcantily
fupplies,

In this manner are all quadrupedes of the
cow, the ftheep, or the deer kind, feen to
ruminate ; being thus furnifhed with four
ftomachs, for the macerating of their food.
Thefe, therefore, may mol properly be
called the ruminant kinds; although there
are many others that have this quality in a
lefs obfervable degree. The rhinoceros, the
camel, the horfe, the rabbit, the marmotte,
and the {fquirrel, all chew the cud by in-
tervals, although they are not furnithed
with ftomachs like the former. But not
thefe alone, there are numberlefs other ani-
mals that appear to ruminate ; not only birds,
but fithes, and infe&s. Among birds are
the pelican, the ftork, the heron, the pi-
geon, and the turtle; thefe have a power
of difgorging their food to feed their
young. Among fithes are lobfters, crabs,
and that fith called the dorado. 'The fal-
mon alfo is faid to be of this number:
and, if we may believe Ovid, the fcarus

likewife ;
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likewife; of which he fays*;

Of all the fifh that graze ben-ea,th the flood,
He only ruminates his former food.

Of infe@s, the ruminating tribe is ftill lar-
ger; the mole, the cricket, the wafp, the
drone, the bee, the grathopper, and the
beetle. ~ All thefe animals either aQually
chew the cud, or feem at leaft to ruminate.
They have the ftomach compofed of muf-
cular fibres, by means whereof the food is
ground up and down, in the fame manner
as in thofe which are particularly diftinguith-
ed by the appellation of ruminants.

But not thefe alone; men them{elves have
been often known to ruminate, and fome
even with pleafure. The accounts of thefe
calamities, for fuch I muft confider them,
incident to our fellow-creatures, are not very
pleafant to read; yet I muft tranfcribe a
fhott one, as given us by Slare, in the Phi-
lofophical Tranfactions, as it may in fome
meafure fhew the {atisfaGion which the
lower tribes of animals enjoy while they ru-
minate. The man in queftion was a citizen
of Briftol, of about twenty years of age,
and, what feemed more extraordinary fiill,
of a ruminating family, for his father was

% At contra herbofa piices laxantur arena,
Ut fcarus epaftas folus qui ruminat efcas.

{requently
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frequently fubje@t to the fame infirmity, or
amufement, as he himfelf perhaps would
call it. 'This young man ufually began to
chew his meat over again within about a
quarter of an hour after eating. His rumi--
nating after a full meal generally lafted about
an heur and a half; nor could he fleep until
this tafk was performed. The victuals, upon
the rettrn, tafted even more pleafantly
than at firt ; and returned as if they had
been beaten up in a mortar. If he eat a
variety of things, that which he eat firft
came up again firft ; and if this return was
interrupted for any time, it produced fick-
nefs and diforder, and he was never well
till 1t returned, Inftances of this kind,
however, are rare and accidental ; and it is
happy for mankind they are fo. Of all other
animals, we fpend the leaft time in eating;
this is one of the great diftinQions between
us and the brute creation; and eating is a
pleafure of fo low a kind, that none but
fuch as are nearly allied to the quadrupede,
defire its prolongation.

CHAP.
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Of Quadrupedes of the Cow Kind.

OF all ruminant Animals, thofe of the
cow kind deferve the firft rank, both for
their fize, their beauty and their fervices.
The horfe is more pmpcrly an animal be-
longing to the rich ; the fheep chieily thrives
in a flock, and requires attendance ; but the
cow 1s more efpecially the poor man’s pride,
his riches, and his fupport. 'There are fnany
of our peafantry that have no other pofiefli-
on but a cow; and even of the advantages
refulting from this moft ufeful creature, the
poor are but the nominal pofleflors. Its
flefh they cannot pretend to tafte, {ince then
their whole riches are at once deftroyed ;
its calf they arc obliged to fatten for fale,
fince veal is a delicacy they could not make
any pretenfions to; its very milk is wrought
into butter and cheefe for the tables of
their mafters; while they have no fhare
even in their own poflefiion, but the choice
of their market. I cannot bear to hear the
rich crying out for liberty, while they thus
ftarve their fellow creatures, and feed them
up with an imaginary good, while they mo-
nopolize the real benefits of nature.

| In
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In thofe countries where the men are under
better fubordination, this excelient animal is
of more general advantage, In Germany,
Poland, and Switzerland, every peafant
keeps two or three cows, not for the benefit
of his mafter, but for himfelf ‘The meaneft
of the peafants there kills one cow at leaft
for his own table, which he falts and hangs
up, and thus preferves as a delicacy all the
year round. 'There is fcarce a cottage in
thofe countries that is not hung round with
thefe marks of hofpitality ; and which often
makes the owner better contented with
hunger, fince he has it in his power to be
luxurious when he thinks proper. A piece
of beef hung up there, is confidered as an
elegant piece of furniture, which, though
feldom touched, at leaft argues the pofleffor’s
opulence and eafe. But it is very different,
for fome years paft, in this country, where
our lower ruftics at leaft are utterly unable
to purchafe meat any part of the year; and
by them even butter is confidered as an arti-
cle of extravagance.

The climate and pafture of Great Britain,
however, are excellently adapted to this ani-
mal’s moderate nature ; and the verdure and
fertility of our plains are perfetly fuited to
the manner of its feeding; for wanting the
npper fore teeth, it loves to graze in an hi_g::

Tic
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rich pafture. This animal feems but little
regardful of the quality of its food, provided
it be fupplied in fufficient abundance; it
makes no particular diftinétion in the choice
of its herbage, but indifcriminately and
haftily devours the proper quantity. For
this reafon, in our paftures, where the grafs
is rather high than fucculent, more flourifh-
g than nutritious, the cow thrives admira-
bly ; and there is no part of Europe where
the tame animal grows {o large, yields more
milk, or more readily fattens, than with us,
- Qur paftures fupply them with abundance,
and they in return enrich the pafture ; for,
of all animals, the cow feems to give back
more than it takes from the foil. 'The
horfe and the fheep are known, in a courfe
of years, to impoverith the ground. The
land where they have fed becomes weedy,
and the vegetables coarfe and unpalatable :
on the mn‘trary, the pafture where the
cow has been bred, acquires a finer fofter
furface, and becomes every year more beau-
tiful and even. 'The reafon is, that the
horfe being furnithed with fore teeth in the
upper jaw, nips the grafs clofely, and, there-
fore, only chufes that which is the moft de-
licate and tender; the fheep alfo, though,
with refpe&t to its teeth, formed like the
COW, Glﬁy bites _L’h@ moft fucculent parts of

the
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the herbage : thefe animals, therefore, lcave
all the high weeds ftanding ; and while they
cut the finer grafs too clofely, fufier the
ranker herbage to vegetate and over-run the
pafture. But it is otherwife with the cow ;
as its teeth cannot come fo clofe to the
ground as thofe of the horfe, nor {o readily
as thofe of the theep, which are lefs, it is
obliged to feed upon the talleft vegetables
that offer ; thus it eats them all down, and,

in time, leyels the furface of the pafture.
The age of the cow is known by the teeth
and horns. This animal 1s furnithed with
gight cutting teeth in the lower jaw ; at the
age of ten months, the two middlemoft of
thefe fall out, and are replaced by others,
that are not fo white, but broader; at the
age of fixteen months, the two next milk-
white teeth fall out likewife, and others
come up in their room : thus, at the end of
every fix months, the creature lofes and
gains, till, at the age of three years, all the
cutting teeth are renewed, and then they are
long, pretty white and equal ; but in pro-
portion as the animal advances in years,
they become irregular and black, their ine-
qualities become fmoother, and the animal
lefs capable of chewing its food. Thus the
cow often declines from this fingle caufe;
for as it is obliged to eat g great deal to fup-
port
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port life, and as the {moothnefs of the teeth
makes the difficulty of chewing great, a fuffi-
cient quantity of food cannot be fupplied to
the flomach. 'Thus the poor animal finks in
the midft of plenty, and every year grows
leaner and leaner, till it dies.

The horns are another, and a {urer me-
thod of determining this animal’s age. At
three years old, it fheds its horns, and new
ones arife in their place, which continue as
long as it lives; at four years of age, the
cow has {mall neat {mooth horns, thickeft
near the head; at five the horns become
larger, and are marked round with the for-
mer year’s growth, ‘Thus, while the animal
continues to live, the horns continue to
lengthen ; and every year a new ring is
added at the root; fo that allowing three
years before their appearance, and then
reckoning the number of rings, we have in
both together the animal’s age exaily.

As we have indifputably the beft breed of
horned cattle of any in Europe, fo it was not
without the fame affiduity that we came to
excel in thefe, as in our horfes. The breed
of cows has been entirely improved by a fo-
reign mixture, properly adapted to fupply
the imperfections of our own. Such as arc
purely Britith are far inferior in fize to

thofe on many parts of the continent ; but
thofe
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thofe which we have thus improved, by
far excel all others. Our Lincolnfhire
kind derive their fize from the Holftein
breed : and the large hornlefs cattle that are
bred in fome parts of England, came ori-
ginally from Poland. We were once fa-
mous for a wild breed of thefe animals,
but thefe have long fince been worn out ;
and perhaps no kingdom in Europe can fur-
nith {o few wild animals of all kinds as our
own. Cultivation and agriculture are fure
to banifh thefe, wherever they are found ;
and every addition a country receives from
art, drives away thofe animals that are only
fitted for a ftate of nature.

Of all quadrupedes, the cow feems moft
liable to alteration from its pafture. In the
different parts of our own country, we
eafily perceive the great varieties produced
among thefe animals, by the richnefs or
poverty of the foil. In fome they grow to
a great bulk ; and I have feen an ox fixteen
hands high, which 1s taller than the gene-
ral run of our horfes. In others, they ap-
pear as diminutive; being not {o large as
an afs. 'The breed of the Ifle of Man,
and moft parts of Scotland, is much lefs
in general than in England or Ireland :
they are differently fhaped alfo, the dewlap
being much fmaller, and as the E:Kprﬁfﬁi?ﬂ

is,
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is, the beaft has more of the ewe rieck;
This, till fome years ago, was confidered in
cattle as a deformity ; and the cow was
thoferi, accoiding to Virgil’s difection, with
a large dewlap : however, at prefént it is the
univerfal opinion, that the cow wants in
udder what it has in neck, and the larger
the dewlap, the {maller 1s the quantity of
its milk. Owur graziers row, therefore, en<
deavour to mix the two bieeds; the large
Holftein with the fmall northern ; and from
both refults that fine milch breed, which
excels the cattle of any other part of the
world. . _

This difference, atifing from pafture, ig
more obfervable in other countries than in
our own. 'The cow kind is to be found
in almoft every part of the wotld, large in
proportion to the richnefs of the pafture;
and {mall, as the animal is ftinted in its
food. Thus Africa is remarkable for the
Iargeﬁ and the {malleft cattle of this kind ;
as is alfo India, Poland, Switzerland, and

{everal other parts of Europe. Among the
Eluth Tartars, where the paftures are res
markably rich and nourithing, the cow
becomes fo large, that he muft be a tall
ian who can reach the tip of its fhoulder..
On the contrary, in France, where the anis
mal is ftinted in its food, and driven

: from
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from the moft floutithing paftutes it greatly
degenerates,

But the differences in the fize of this ani=
mal are not fo remarkable as thofe which
are found in its form, its hair, and its horns.
The difference is {o very extraordinary in
many of them, that they have been even
confidered as a different kind of creature,
and names have been given them as a
diftin&® {pecies, when in reality they ate
all the fame*. In this manner the urus
and the bifon have beerni confidered, from
the variety in their make, to be diftin& in
their production; but they are all in fa&
the defcendants of one common ftock, as
they have that certain mark of unity, they
breed and propagate among each ether.
Naturalifts have therefore laboured under
an obvious error, when becaufe of the
extreme bulk of the urus, or becaufe of the
hump upon the back of the bifon, they
afligned them different places in the creation,
and feparated a clafs of animals which was
really united. It is true, the horfe and the
afs do not differ {0 much in form, as the
cow and the bifon ; neverthelefs, the former
are diftin& animals, as their breed is mark-
ed with fterility ; the latter are animals of
the fame kind, as their breed is fruitful,
and a race of animals is produced, in which

* Buffon, vol. xxui. p. 8.
the
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the hump belonging to the bifon is foon
worn away. 'The difierences, therefore,
between the cow, the urus, and the bifon,
are merely accidental. The fame caprice in
nature that has given horns to fome cows,
and denied them to others, may alfo have
given the bifon an hump, or encreafed the
bulk of the urus ; it may have given the
one a mane, or denied a fufliciency of hair
~ to the other. '

But before we proceed farther it may be
proper to defcribe thefe varieties, which
have been thus taken for diftin& kinds *,
‘The urus, or wild bull, is chiefly to be met
with in the province of 'Lithuania; and
grows to a fize, that fcarce any other animal,
except the elephant, is found to equal. It
is quite black, except a ftripe mixed with
white, that runs from the neck to the tail,
along the top of the back ; the horns are
thort,” thick and firong ; the eyes are fierce
and fiery; the forehead is adorned with a
kind of garland of black curled hair, and
{fome of them are found to have beards of
the fame; the neck is fhort and ftrong,
and the fkin has an odour of muik, The
female, though not fo big as the male, ex-
ceeds the largeft of our bulls in fize ; never-
thelefs, her udder and teats are {o {mall,
that they can {carcely be perceived. Upon

* This defeription is chiefly taken from Klein. i
the






The Pison.
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the wholé, however, this animal refembles
the tame one very exactly, except in {ome
trifling varieties, which his ftate of wildnefs,
or the richnefs of the paftures where he is
found, may eafily have produced.

The bifon, which is another variety of the
cow kind, differs from the reft, in having a
lump between its thoulders. Thefe animals
are of various kinds; fome very large, and
others as diminutive. In general, to regard
this animal’s fore parts, he has fomewhat the
look of a lion, with a long fthaggy mane,
and a beard under his chinj his head ig
little, his eyes red and fiery, with a furious
look ; the forehead is large, and the horns
fo big, and fo far afunder, that three men
might often {it between them. On the
middle of the back there grows a bunch
almoft as high as that of a camel, covered
with hair, and which 1s confidered as a
great delicacy by thofe that hunt him,
There is no purfuing him with fafety, ex-
cept in forefts where there are trees large
enough to hide the hunters. He is gene-
rally taken by pit-falls ; the inhabitants of
thofe countries where he 1s found wild, dig-
ging holes in the ground, and covering
them’over with boughs of trees and grafs
then provoking the bifon to purfue them,
they get on the oppofite fide of the pit-fall,

Vour, JIL C while
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while the furious animal, running head
foremoft, falls into the pit prepared for
‘him, and is there quickly overcome and
flain.

Befides thefe real diftincions in the cow
kind, there have been many others made,
that appear to be in name only. ‘Thus
the bonafus, of which naturalifts have given
us long defcriptions, is fuppofed by Klein
and Buffon to be no more than another name
for the bion, as the defcriptions given of
them by the ancients coincide. The buba-
lus alfo of the ancients, which fome have
fuppofed to belong to the cow kind, Bufton
places among the lower clafs of ruminant
quadrupedes, as it moft refembles them in
fize, fhape, and the figure of its horns.
Of all the varieties, therefore, of the cow
kind, there are but two that are really
diftintt : namely, the cow, and the buffalo ;
thefe two are feparated by nature; they
feem to bear an antipathy to each other ;
they avoid each other, and may be confi-
dered as much removed as the horfe is from
the afs or the zebra, When, therefore, we
have defcribed the varieties of the cow
kind, we fhall pafs on to the buffalo, which
being a different animal, requires a {eparate
hiftory,

There is_fcarce a part of the world, as
was faid before, in which the cow is not

found
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found in fome one of its varietics; eithe
large, like the urus, or humped as the bifon ;
with ftrait horns, or bending, inverted
backwards, or turning {ide-ways to the
cheek, like thofe of the ram ; and in many
countries, they are found without any horns
whatfoever. But to be motre particular,
beginning at the north, the few kine which
fubfit in Iceland, are without horns, al-
though of the fame race originally with ours.
The fize of thefe is rather relative to the
goodnefs of the pafture, than the warmth
or coldnefs of the climate. The Dutch
frequently bring great quantities of lean
cattle from Denmark, which they fatten on
their own rich grounds. 'Thefe are in
general of a larger fize than their own na-
tural breed; and they fatten very eafily.
The cattle of the Ukraine, where the
pafture is excellent, become very fat, and
are confidered as the largeft breed of all
Europe., In Switzerland, whete the moun-
tains are covered with a rich nourifhing
herbage, which is entirely referved for their
kine, thefe animals grow to a very large
fize. On the contrary, in France, where
they get no other grafs but what is thought
unfit for horfes, they dwindle, and grow
lean. In fome parts of Spain, the cow
grows to a good fize; thofe wild bulls,
however, which they pride themfelves fo

C 2 much
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much in combating, are a very mean . def-
picable little animal, and fomewhat fhaped
like one of our cows, with nothing of that
peculiar fternnefs of afpec for which our bulls
are remarkable. In Barbary and the pro-
vinces of Africa, where the ground is dry,
and the pafturage thort, the cows are of a
very {mall breed, and give milk in propor-
tion. On the contrary, in Ethiopia, they
are of a prodigious bignefs. The fame holds
in Perfia and Tartary ; where in fome pla-
ces, they are very {mall, and, in others, of
an amazing ftature. It is thus, in almoft
every part of the world, this animal 1s found
to correfpond in fize to the quantity of its

provifion. |
If we examine the form of thefe animals,
as they are found tame, in different regions,
we fhall find, that the breed of the urus,
or thofe without an hump, chiefly occupies
the cold and the temperate zones, and is not
{fo much difperfed towards the fouth, On
the contrary, the breed of the bifon, or the
animal with an hump, is found in all the
fouthern parts of the world ; throughout the
vaft continent of India; throughout Africa,
from Mount Atlas to the Cape of Good
Hope. In all thele countries, the bifon
feems chiefly to prevail; where they are
found to have a fmooth f{oft hair, are very
' nimble
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nimble of foot, and in fome meafure fupply
the want of horfes, The bifon breed is
alfo more expert and docile than ours;
many of them, when they carry burthens,
bend their knees to take them up, or fet
them down: they are treated, therefore by
the natives of thofe countries, with a degree
of tendernefs and care equal to their utility ;
and the refpe&t for them in India has been
carried even to a blind adoration. But itis
among the Hottentots where thefe animals
are chiefly efteemed, as being more than
commonly ferviceable, They arc their fel-
low domeftics, the companions of their plea-
{fures and fatigues; the cow is at once the
Hottentot’s prote@or and fervant, affifts him
in tending his flocks, and guarding them
againft every invader; while the theep are
grazing, the faithful backely, as this kind of
cow is called, flands or grazes befide them :
fhll, however, attentive to the looks of its
mafter, the backely flies round the field,
herds in the fheep that are firaying, obliges
them to keep within proper limits, and fhews
no mercy to robbers, or even ftrangers who
attempt to plunder, But it is not the plun-
derers of the flock alone, but even the ene-
mies of the nation, that thefe backelys are
taught to combat. Every army of Hotten-
tots is furnithed with a proper herd of thefe,

which
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which are let loofe again{t the enemy, when
the occafion 1s moft convenient. Being
thus fent forward, they overturn all before
them ; they ftrike every oppofer down with
their horns, and trample upon them with
their feet; and thus often procure their
mafters an eafy vitory, even before they
have attempted to firike a blow. An ani-
mal fo ferviceable, it may be {uppofed, 1s
not without its reward. 'The backely lives
in the fame cottage with its mafter, and, by
long habit gains an affeCion for him; and
in proportion as the man approaches to the
brute, fo the brute feems to attain even to
fome fhare of human fagacity. The Hot-
tentot and his backely thus mutually afhift
cach other; and when the latter happens
to die, a ncw one i1s chofen to {ucceed
him, by a council of the old men of the
village. The new backely is then joined
with one of the veterans of his own kind,
from whom he learns his art, becomes focial
and diligent, and is taken for life into hu-
man {riend(hip and protection.

The bifons, or cows with an hump, are
found to differ very much from each other
in the feveral parts of the world where
they arc found. ‘The wild ones of this
kind, are much larger than the tame.
Some havf:_ horns, and fome are without

any ;
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any ; fome have them deprefled, and fome
raifed in fuch a manner that they are ufelefs
as weapons of annoyance or defence ; fome
are extremely large ; and others among them,
{fuch as the zebu, or Barbary cow, are very
fmall. They are all, however, equally docile
and gentle when tamed; and in general,
furnithed with a fine luftrous {oft hair, more
beautiful than that of our own breed ; their
hump is alfo of different fizes, in {ome
weighing from forty to fifty pounds, in
others lefs ; it is not, however, to be con-
fidered as a part neceflarily belonging to
the animal ; and probably it might be cut
away without much injury: it refembles
a griftly fat; and as I am affured, cuts and
taftes fomewhat like a drefled udder. The
bifons of Malabar, Abyflinia, and Mada-
gafcar, are of the great kind, as the paf-
tures there are plentiful. 'Thofe of Arabia
Petraea, and moft parts of Africa, are {mall
and of the zebu cr little kind, In America,
clpecially towards the north, the bifon is
well known, 'The American bifon, how-
ever, 1s found to be rather lels than that of
the ancient continent ; its hair is longer and
thicker, its beard more remarkable, and its
hide more luftrous and foft. There are
many of them brought up tame in Carolina ;
however, their wild difpofitions ftill feem to

continue,



24 QUADRUPEDES OF THE

continue, for they break through all fences
to get into the corn-fields, and lead the
whole tame herd after them, wherever they
penetrate. ‘They breed alfo with the tame
kinds originally brought over from Europe ;
and thus produce a race peculiar to that
country. '
From all this it appears*, that natura-
lifts have given varicus names to animals in
reality the fame, and only differing in fome
tew accidental circamftances, ‘The wild
cow and the tame, the animal belonging
to Europe, and that of Afia, Africa, and
America, the bonafus and the urus, the
bifon and the zebu, are all one and the
{ame, propagate among each other, and,
in the courfe of a few generations, the hump
wears away, and fcaree any veftiges of fa-
vage fiercenefs are found to remain. Of all
animals, thercfore, except man alone, the
cow feemis moft extenfively propagated, Its
nature feems cqually capable of the rigours
of heat and cold. It is an inhabitant as
well of the frozen fields of Iceland, as the
burning defarts of Lybia. It feems an an-
cient inmate in every climate, domeftic and
tame in thofe countries which have been
civilized, favage and wild in the countries

which are lefs peopled, but capable of being

¥ Buffon, vol. xxiii. p. 130.
made
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made ufeful in all : able to defend itfelf in
a ftate of nature againft the moft powerful
enemy of the foreft; and only fubordinate
to man, whofe force it has experienced, and
whofe aid it at laft feems to require. How-
ever wild the calves are which are taken
from the dam in a favage flate, either in
Africa or Afia, they foon become humble,
patient, and familiar, and man may be con-
fidered, in thofe countries, as almoft helplefs
without their afliftance, Other animals pre-
ferve their nature or their form with inflexi-
ble perfeverance ; but thefe, in every refpet,
fuit themfelves to the appetites and conve-
niences of mankind ; and as their thapes are
found to alter, fo alfo does their nature ;
in' no animal is there feen a greater variety
of kinds, and in none a more humble and

Pliant difpofition,

ToH BB UPsE 48O,

IF we fhould compare the fhape of
our common cow with that of the bifon,
the difference will appear very great. The
thaggy mane of the latter, the beard, the
curled forehead, the inverted horns, the
broad breaft, and the narrow hinder parts,

give it the appearance rather of a lion than
‘ | a cow;
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a cow ; and fit it more for a ftate of war
with mankind, than a ftate of fervitude.
Yet, notwithftanding thefe appearances, both
animals are found to be the fame; or at
leaft {o nearly allied, that they breed among
cach other, and propagate a race that con-
tinues the kind.

On the other hand, if we compare the
buffalo with our common cow, no two
animals can be more nearly alike, ecither
in their form or their nature ; both equally
fubmiflive to the yoke, both often living
under the fame roof, and employed in the
fame domeftic fervices; the make and the
turn of their bodies fo much alike, that it
requires a clofe attention to diftinguith
them : and yet after all this, no two ani-
"mals can be more diftin@, or feem to have
ftronger antipathies to each other*. Were
there but one of each kind remaining, it
is probable the race of both would fhortly
be extin&t. However, fuch is the fixed
averflon formed between thefe creatures,
that the cow refufes to breed with the
buffalo, which it nearly refembles ; while
it 1s known to propagate with the bifon, to
which it has, in point of form, but a very
diftant {imilitude,

The buffalo is, upon the whole, by no
mcans, fo beautiful a creature as the cow ;

* Bulfon: 1 :
115
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his - figure is more clumfy and aukward ;
his air is wilder; and he carries his head
lower, and nearer the gréund ; his limbs are
lefs flethy, and his tail more naked of hair ;
his body is thorter and thicker than that of
the cow kind; his legs are higher ; his
head fmaller, his horns not {o round, black,
and comprefled, with a bunch of curled
hair hanging down bctween them ; his
{liin 1s alfo harder and thicker, more black,
and lefs furnithed with bair, his flefh,
which 1s hard and blackith, 1s not only dif-
agreeable to the tafte, but likewife to the
{mell. ‘The milk of the female is by no
means fo good as that of the cow ; it is
however produced in great abundance. In
the warm countries, almoft all their cheefe
is made of the milk of the buflalo ; and
they fupply butter alfo in large quantitics,
The veal of the young buffalo is not better
eating than the beef of the old. The hide
of this animal feems to be the moft valu-
able thing he furnithes. 'The leather made
of 1t 1s well known for its thicknefs, foft-
nefs, and impenetrability, As thefe ani-
mals are, in general, larger and fironger
than the cow, they are ufefully employed
in agriculture, 'They are ufed in drawing
burthens, and fometimes in carrying them ;
being guided by a ring, which is thruft
through their nofe. Two buffaloes yoked

in
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- in a waggon are faid to draw more than four
horfes ; as their heads and necks are natu-
rally bent downward, they are thus better
fitted for the draught, and the whole weight
of their bodies is applied to the carriage
that is to be drawn forward.

From the fize and bulk of the buffalo,
we may be eafily led to conclude that he
1s a native of the warmer climates. The
largeft quadrupedes are generally found in
the torrid zone; and the buffzlo is inferior,
in point of fize, only to the clephant, the
rhinoceros, or the hippopotamos. The
camelopard, or the camel, may, indeed,
be taller, but they are neither fo long,
or near fo corpulent. Accordingly, we find
this animal wild in many parts of India;
and tamed alfo wherever the natives have
occafion for his fervices. The wild buffa-
locs are very dangerous animals, and are
often found to gore travellers to death, and
then trample them with their feet, until
they have entirely mangled the whole body :
hewever, in the woods they are not fo
much to be feared as in the plains, becaufe
in the violence of their purfuit their large
horns are apt to be entangled in the branch-
es of the trees, which gives thofe. who
have been furprized by them, time to efcape
the danger, 'There is fcarce any other

R method
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method of avoiding their purfuit ; they
run with great {wiftnefs; they overturn a
tree of moderatc growth; and are fuch
fwimmers, as to crofs the largeft rivers
without any difhiculty. In this manner,
like all other large animals of the torrid
zone, they are very fond of the water;
and, in the midft of their purfuit, often
plunge in, in order to cool themfelves,
The Negroes of Guinea, and the Indians
of Malabar, where buffaloes are in great
abundance, take great delight in hunting
and deftroying them; however, they never
attempt to face the buffalo openly, but,
generally climbing up a tree, fhoot at him
from thence, and do not come down til]
they find they have effectually difpatched.
him., However, when they are tamed, no
animal can be more patient or humble;
and though by no means fo docile as the
cow kind, yet they go through domeftic
drudgeries with more ftrength and perfe-
verance.

Although thefe animals are chiefly found
in the torrid zone, yet they are bred in
feveral parts of Europe, particularly in
[taly, where they make the food and riches
of the poor. 'The female produces but one
at a time, in the {ame manner as the cow ;
but they are very different in the times of

geftation ; for the cow, as we know, goes
but
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but nine months ; whereas the buffalo con-
tinues pregnant for twelve. . They are all
afraid of fire; and perhaps, in confequence
of this, have an averfion to red colours, that
refemble the colour of flame: it 1s faid,
that in thofe countries where they are
found in plenty, no perfon dares to drefs
in fcarlet. In general they are inoffenfive
animals, if undifturbed ; as indeed all thofe
which feed upon grafs are found to be ; but
when they are wounded, or when even but
fired at, nothing then can ftop their fury;
they then turn up the ground with their
fore feet, bellow much louder and more
terribly than the bull, and make at the
object of their refentment with ungoverna-
ble rage. It is happy, in fuch circamftan-
ces, if the perfon they purfue has a wall
to efcape over, or fome fuch obftacle, other-
wife they foon overtake, and inftantly de-
firoy him. It is remarkable, however,
that aithough their horns are {o very for-
midable, they in general make more ufe of
their feet 1n combat, and rather tread their
cnemies to death than gore them.

Having thus gone through the hiftory of
thefe animals, it may be proper to obferve,
that no names have been more indifcrimi-
nately ufed than thofe of the bull, the
urus, the bifon, and the buffalo. It there-
fore becomes fuch as would have diftin&

deas
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ideas of each, to be careful in feparating
the kinds, the one from the other, allow-
ing the cow for the ftandard of all. The
urus, whether of the large enormous kind
of Lithuania, or the {maller race of Spain,
whether with 'long or fhort horns, whether
with or without long hair in the forehead,
is every way the fame with what our com-
mon breed was before they were taken
from the foreft, and reduced to a ftate of
fervitude, 'The bifon, and all its varieties,
which are known by an hump between the
thoulders, 1s alfo to be ranked in the {ame
clafs. This animal, whether with crooked
or ftrait horns, whether they be turned to-
~ wards the cheek or totally wanting, whe-
ther it be large or diminutive, whatever
be its colour, or whatever the length of its
hair, whether called the bonafus by fome,
or the bubalus by others, 1s but a variety of
the cow kind, with whom it breeds, and
with whom of confequence it has the clofeft
conne&tion. Laftly, the buffalo, though
fhaped much more like the cow, is a diftinct
kind by itfelf, that never mixes with any
of the former; that goes twelve months
with young; whereas the cow goes but
nine ; that teftifics an averfion to the latter ;
and, though bred under the {fame roof, or
feeding in the fame pafture, has always

kept
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kept feparate; and makes a diftin&t race
in all parts of the world. Thefe two kinds
are {uppofed to be the only real varieties
in the cow kind, of which naturalifts.
have given fo many wvarieties, = With
refpet to fome circumftances mentioned
by travellers, fuch as that of many kinds
defending themfelves by voiding their dung
againft their purfuers ; this is a pradtice
which they have in common with other
timid creatures when purfued, and arifes
rather from fear than a defire of defence.
The mufky fmell alfo by which fome have
been diftinguithed, is found common to
many of thefe kinds, in a ftate of nature;
and does not properly make the charalte-
riftic marks of any. 'The particular kind
of noife alfo which fome of them are
known to make, which rather refembles
grunting than bellowing or lowing, is but
a favage variety, which many wild animals
have, and yet lofe when brought into a
fiate of tamenefs. For thefe reafons, Mr,
Buffon, whom I have followed in this de-
fcription, is of my opinion, that the zebu,
or little African cow, and the grunting, or
Siberian cow, are but different races of the
bifon; as the fhape of the horns, or the
length of the hair, are never properly cha-
ralleriftic marks of any animal, but are found
to vary with climate, food, and cultivation.

Iix
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In this manner the number of animals of
the cow kind, which naturalifts have ex-
tended to eight or ten {orts, are reduced to
two; and as the utmoft deference is paid to
the opinion of Mr. Buffon in this particular,
I have taken him for my guide. ~Neverthe-
lefs, there is an animal of the cow kind,
which neither he, nor any other naturalift
that I know of, has hitherto defcribed, yet
which makes a very diftinct clafs, and may
be added as a third fpecies.

This animal was thewn fome years ago in
London, and feemed to unite many of the
chara&eriftics of the cow and the hog; hav-
ing the head, the horns, and the tail of the
former ; with the briftles, the colour, and
the grunting of the latter. It was about
the fize of an afs, but broader and thicker;
the colour refembling that of an hog, and
the hair briftly, as in that animal. 'The
hair upon the body was thin, as in the
hog; and a row of briftles ran along the
{pine, rather fhorter and fofter than in the
hog kind. The head was rather larger
than that of a cow; the teeth were en-
tirely refembling thofe of that animal, and
the tongue was rough in like manner.
It fed upon hay; and, confequently, its
internal conformation muft have refembled
that of the cow kind more than the hog,

Vou, IIIL. D whofe
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whofe food is always chofen of a kind more
fucculent. The eyes were placed in the head
as with the cow, and were pretty nearly of
the fame colour; the horns were black and
flattith, but bent rather backwards to the
neck, as in the goat kind; the neck was
thort and thick, and the back rather rifing
in the middle; it was cloven footed, like
the cow, without thofe hinder claws that
are found in the hog kinds. But the greateft
variety of all in this extraordinary creature,
which was a female, was, that it had but
two teats, and, confequently, in that re-
fpedt, refembled neither of the kinds to
whieh, in other circumftances, it bore fo
ftrong a fimilitude. Whether this animal
was a diftin& kind, or a monfter, I will
not pretend to fay ; it was fhewn under the
name of the bonafus ; and 1t was faid, by the
perfon who fhewed it, to have come from
India : but no credit is to be given to inte-
refted ignorance ; the perfon only wanted to
make the animal appear as extraordinary as
poffible ; and ] believe weould fcagcel}r {cru-
ple a lie or two, to encreafe that wonder in
us, by which he found the means of liv-
ing:

CHAP.
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G H! APy
Of Animals of the Sheep and Goat Kind.

A $. 1o twé animals aie found entirely the
fame, fo it is not to be expelted that any
two races of animals fhould exadily corref-
pond in every particular; ‘The goat and
the fheep are apparently different, in the
form of their bodies, in their covering, and
in their horns. They may from hence be
confidered as two different kinds, with re-
sard to all common and domeftic purpofes.
But if we come to examine them clofer,
and obferve their internal conformation, no
two animals can be more alike; their feet;
their four ftomachs, their fuet, their appe-
tites, all are entirely the fame; and thew
the fimilitude between them: but what
makes a much ftronger conneion is, that
they propagate with each othér. 'The buck
goat is found to produce with the ewe an
animal that in two or three generations re-
turns to the ftheep, and feems to retain no
marks of 1ts ancient progenitor*:;  ‘The
theep and the goat, therefore, may be con-
fidered as belonging to one family; and
were the whole races reduced to one of

*  Buffon paffim.
Do gach;
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each, they would quickly replenith the
earth with their kind,

If we examine the fheep and goat inter-
naily, we fhall find, as was faid, that their
conformation is entirely the fame; nor is
their flruCture very remote from that of the
cow kind, which they refemble in their
hoofs, and in their chewing the cud. In-
deed, all ruminant animals are internally
much alike. The goat, the fheep, or the
deer, exhibit to the eye of the anatomiit
the fame parts in miniature, which the cow
or the bifon exhibit in the great. But
the differences between thofe animals are,
neverthelefs, fufficiently apparent, Nature
has obvioufly marked the diftin&tions between
the cow and the {heep kind, by their form
and fize; and they are alfo diftinguithed
from thofe of the deer kind, by never fhed-
ding their horns. Indeed the form and fi-
gure of thefe animals, if there were nothing
elfe, would feldom fail of guiding us to the
kind ; and we might almoft, upon fight, tell
-which belongs to the deer kind, and which
are to bc degraded into that of the goat.
However, the annually fhedding the horns
in the deér, and the permanence in the
theep, draws a pretty exa&t line between the
kinds; fo that we may hold to this diftinc-

tion only, and define the fheep and goat
kind
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kind as ruminant animals of a fmaller fize,
that never fthed their horns.

If we confider thefe harmlefs and ufe-
ful animals in one point of view, we {hall
find that both have been long reclaimed,
and brought into a ftate of domeftic fervi-
tude. Both feem to require prote€tion from
man ; and are in fome meafure pleafed
with his fociety, 'The theep indeed, is the
more ferviceable creature of the two 3 but
the goat has more fenfibility and attach-
ment. The attending upon both was once
the employment of the wifeft and the beft
of men; and thofe have been ever fup-
pofed the happieft times, in which thefe
harmlefs creatures were confidered as the
chief objets of human attention, In the
carlieft ages, the goat feemed rather the
greater favourite ; and, indeed it continues
fuch to this day among the poor. How-
ever, the theep has long fince become the
principal object of human care ; while the
goat is dilregarded by the generality of
mankind, or become the poflefiion only of
the loweft of the people. 'The fheep, there-
fore, and its varieties, may be confidered
firft ; and the goat with all thofe of its
kind, will then properly follow,

THE
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T H.E S HEBEL

THOSE animals that take refuge under
the protection of man, in a few generations
become indolent and helplefs. Having loft
the habit of felf defence, they feem to lofe
alfo the inftinéts of nature. The fheep, in
its prefent domeftic ftate, is of all animals
the moft defencelefs and inoffenfive. With
its liberty it feems to have been deprived
of its {wiftnefs and cunning; and what in
the afs might rather be called patience, in
the theep appears to be ftupidity. With no
one quality to fit it for felf-prefervation,
it makes vain efforts at all, Without {wift-
nefs, it endeavours to fly; and without
{trength, fometimes offers to oppofe. But
thefe feeble attempts rather incite than re-
prefs the infults of every enemy; and the
dog follows the flock with greater delight
upon feeing them fly, and attacks them
with more fiercenefs upon their unfupport-
ed attempts at refiftance. Indeed they run
together in flocks ; rather with the hopes
of lofing their fingle danger in the crowd,
than of uniting to reprefs the attack by
numbers. ‘The fheep, therefore, were it
expofed in its prefent ftate to ftruggle with
its natural enemies of the foreft, would

foon
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{foon be extirpated. Loaded with an heavy
fleece, deprived of the defence of its horns,
and rendered heavy, flow, and feeble, it
can have no other {afety but what it finds
from man. 'This animal is now, therefore,
obliged to rely folely upon that art for pro-
tection, to which it originally owes its de-
gradation.

But we are not to impute to Nature the
formation of an animal fo utterly unprovi-
ded againft its enemies, and {fo unfit for
defence. 'The mouflion, which is the fheep
in a favage flate, is a bold, fleet creature,
able to efcape from the greater animals by
its {wiftnefs, or to oppofe the {maller kinds
with the arms-i1t has received from Nature.
It is by human art alone that the fheep is
become the tardy defencelels creature we
find it. Every race of quadrupedes might
eafily be corrupted by the fame allurements
by which the fheep has been thus debilita-
ted and deprefied  While undifturbed, and
properly fupplied, none are found to fet
any bounds to their appetites. They all
purfue their food while able, and continue
to graze, till they often die of diforders oc-
cafioned by too much fatnefs. But it is very
different with them in a ftate of nature:
they are in the forcft furrounded by dangers,
and alarmed with unceafing hoftilities ; they

are
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are purfued every hour from one tract of
country to another; and {pend a great part
of their time in attempts to avoid their
enemies, 'Thus conftantly exercifed, and
continually pradtifing all the arts of defence
and efcape, the animal at once preferves its
life and native independence, together with
its {wiftnefs, and the flender agility of its
form.

The fheep, in its fervile ftate, feems to
be divefted of all inclinations of its own;
and of all animals it appears the moft
ftupid. Every quadrupede has a peculiar
turn of countenance, a phyfiognomy, if we
may fo call it, that generally marks its
nature. 'The fheep feems to have none of
thofe traits that betoken either courage or
cunning ; its large eyes, feparated from
each other, its ears fticking out on each
fide, and its narrow noflrils, all teftify the
extreme f{implicity of this creature ; and
the pofition of its horns alfo, fhew that
Mature defigned the fheep rather for flight
than combat. It appears a large mafs of
flefh, fupported upon four {mall ftrait legs,
ill fitted for carrying fuch a burthen; its
motions are aukward, it is eafily fatigued,
and often finks under the weight of its own
corpulency. In proportion as thefe marks
of transformation are more numerous,
the animal becomes more helplefs and

ftupid.
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fltupid. ‘Thofe which live upon a more fertile
pafture and grow fat, become entirely feeble ;
thofe that want horns, are found more dull
and heavy than the reft * ; thofe whofe fleeces
are longeft and fineft, are moft fubjet to a
variety of diforders; and in thort, what-
ever changes have been wrought i this
animal by the indufiry of man, are entire-
ly calculated for human advantage, and not
for the creature itfelf. It might require a
fucceflion of ages, before the fheep could
‘be reftored to its primitive ftate of activity,
{o as to become a match for its purfuers of
the foreft.

The goat, which it refembles in fo many
other refpedls, is much its fuperior. The
one has its particular attachments, fees
danger, and generally contrives to efcape
it ; but the other 1s timid without a caufe,
and fecure when real danger approaches,
Nor is the fheep, when bred up tame in
the houfe, and familiarized with its keepers,
lefs obftinately abfurd : from being dull
and timid, it then acquires a degree of pert
familiarity ; buts with its head, becomes
mifchievous, and fhews itfelf every way
unworthy of being fingled out from the
reft of the flock. Thus it feems rather
formed for flavery than friendfhip ; and
framed more for the neceflities than the

* Daubenton upon the fheep.
amufements
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amufements of mankind. 'There is but
one inftance in which the theep fhews any
attachment to its keeper; and that is f{een
rather on the continent, than among us in
Great Britain. What I allude to i1s their
following the found of the fhepherd’s pipe.
Before I had feen them trained 1n this man-
ner, I had no conception of thofe defcrip-
tions in the old paftoral poets, of the fhep-
herd leading his flock from one country to
another. As I had been ufed only to fee
thefe harmlefs creatures driven before their
keepers, I {fuppofed that all the reft was but
invention : but in many parts of the Alps,
and even in fome provinces of France, the
thepherd and his pipe are flill continued
with true antique f{implicity, The ftock is
regularly penned every evening, to preferve
them from the wolf ; and the thepherd re-
turns homeward at fun-fet, with his fheep
following him, and feemingly pleafed with
the found of the pipe, which is blown with
a reed, and refembles the chanter of a bag-
pipe. In this manner, in thofe countries
that full continue poor, the Arcadian life is
ftill preferved «in all its former purity; but
in countrics where a greater inequality of
conditions prevail, the fhepherd is gene-
rally fome poor wretch who attends a flock
from which he is to derive no benefits,

' and
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and only guards thofe luxuries which he
is not fated to fhare.

It does not appear, from early writers,
_ that the theep was bred in Britain; and it
was not till feveral ages after this animal
was cultivated, that the woollen manu-
faCture was carried on among us* That
valuable branch of bufinefs lay for a confi-
derable time in foreign hands; and we
were obliged to import the cloth, manu-
faCtured from our own materials. ‘There
were notwithftanding, many unavailing
efforts among our kings to introduce and
preferve the manufacture at home. Henry
the Second, by a patent granted t> the
weavers in London, direted, that if any
cloth was found made of a mixture of Spa-
nith wool, it fhould be burned by the may-
or. Such edicts at length, although but
{lowly, operated towards the eftablifhing
this trade among us. The Flemings, who
at the revival of arts poflefled the art of
cloth-working in a fuperior degree, were
invited to fettle here ; and, foon after, fo-
reign cloth was prohibited from being worn
in England. In the times of queen Eliza-
beth, this manufature received every en-
couragement ; and many of the inhabitants
of the Netherlands being then forced by the
tyranny of Spain, to take refuge in this

® Rritith Zcology, vol. i. p- 23.
country,
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country, they improved us in thofe arts, in
which we at prefent excel the reft of the
world. Every art, however, has its rife,
its meridian, and its decline ; and it is fup-
pofed by many, that the woollen manufac-
ture has for fome time been decaying amongft
us. The cloth now made i1s thought to be
much worfe than that of fome years paft;
being neither fo firm nor fo fine, neither fo
much courted abroad, nor fo ferviceable at
home,

No country, however, produces fuch
ftheep as England ; either with larger fleeces,
or better adapted for the bufinefs of cloath-
ing. 'Thofe of Spain, indeed, are finer, and
we generally require fome of their wool to
work up with our own; but the weight of
a Spanifh fleece is no way comparable to one
of Lincoln or Warwickfhire ; and in thofe
counties, it is no uncommon thing to give
fifty guineas for a ram.

The theep without horns are counted the
beft fort, becaufe a great part of the animal’s
nourithment is fuppofed to go up into the
horns*.  Sheep, like other ruminant ani-
mals, want the upper fore teeth; but have
eight in the lower jaw : two of thefe drop,
and are replaced at two years old ; four of
them are replaced at three years old ; and

* Lifle’s Hutbandry, vol.ii. p. 155.
all
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all at four. ‘The new teeth are eafily known
from the reft by their frefhnefs and white-
nefs. ‘There are fome breeds, however, in
England, that never change their teeth at
all ; thefe the fhepherds call the leather
mouthed cattle ; and, as their teeth are thus
longer wearing, they are generally fuppofed
to grow old a year or two before the reft *,
The fheep bring forth one or two at a time;
and fometimes three or four. The firft lamb
of an ewe is generally pot-bellied, fhort,
and thick, and of lefs wvalue than thofe of
a fecond or third produétion ; the third
being fuppofed the beft of all. They bear
their young five months; and, by being
houfed, they bring forth at any time of the
year.

But this amimal in its domeftic flate, is too
well known to require a detail of its pecu-
liar habits, or of the arts which have been
ufed to improve the breed. Indeed, in the
eye of an obferver of Nature, every art
which tends to render the creature more
helplefs and ufelefs to itfelf, may be con-
fidered rather as an injury than an improve-
ment ; and if we are to look for this ani-
mal in its nobleft flate, we muft feek for
it in the African defert, or the extenfive
plains of Siberia. Among the degenerate

* Lifle’s Hufbandry, vol.ii. p. 155,
defcend-
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defcendants of the wild theep, there have
been fo many changes wrought, as eritirely
to difguife the kind, and often to miflead
the obferver. 'The variety is fo great that
fcarce any two countries has its fheep of
the fame kind ; but there i1s found a mani-
feft difference in all, either in the fize, the
covering, the fhape, or the horns,

The woolly fheep *, as it is feen among
us, is found only in Europe, and fome of
the temperate provinces of Afia.  When
tran{ported into warmer countries, either
into Florida or Guinea, it lofes its wool;
and aflumes a covering fitted to the climate,
becoming hairy and rough; it there alfo
lofes its fertility, and its flefh no longer has
the fame flavour. In the fame manner, in
the very cold countries, it feems equally
helplefs and a ftranger; it fiill requires the
unceafing attention of mankind for its pre=
fervation : and although it is found to fub«
{ift, as well in Greenland as in Guinea f,
yet it feems a natural inhabitant of neither,

Of the domeftic kinds to be found in the
different parts of the world, befides our own,
which is common in Europe, the firft va-
ricty 15 to be feen in Ieccland, Mufcovy,
and the coldeft climates of the north. This,
which may be called the Iceland f{heep,

* Buffon, vel. xxiii, p. 168. "+ Krantz.,

refembles
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refembles our breed, in the form of the
body and the tail; but differs 1n a very
extraordinary manner in the number of
the horns ; being generally found to have
four, and fometimes even eight, growing
from different parts of the forehead. Thefe
arc large and formidable; and the animal
{feems thus fitted by Nature for a ftate of
war : however, 1t 1s of the nature of the
reft of its kind, being mild, gentle, and
timid. Its wool is very different alfo, from
that of the common fheep, being long,
{mooth and hairy. Its colour is of a dark
brown ; and under its outward coat of hair,
it has an internal covering, that rather re-
fembles fur than wool, being fine, fhort,
and foft.

The fecond variety to be found in this
animal, is that of the broad tail'd theep, fo
common in Tartary, Arabia, Perfia, Barbary,
Syria, and Egypt. 'This fheep is only re-
markable for its large and heavy tail, which
is often found to weigh from twenty to
thirty pounds. It fometimes grows a foot
broad, and is obliged to be fupported by
a {mall kind of board, that goes upon
wheels. This taill is not covered under-
neath with wool, like the upper part, but
is bare; and the natives, who confider it
as a very great delicacy, are very careful

in
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in attendnig and preferving it from injury.
Mr. Buffon fuppofes that the fat which falls
into the caul in our fheep, goes in thefe
to furnifh the tail; and that the reft of the
body is from thence deprived of fat in
proportion. With regard to their fleeces,
in the temperate climates, they are, as in
our own breed, foft and woolly ; but in
the warmer latitudes, they are hairy : yet
in both they preferve the enormous fize of
their tails.

The third obfervable variety is that of
the theep called firepficheros. This animal
i3 a native of the iflands of the Archipelago,
and only differs from our ftheep, in having
firait horns, furrounded with a {piral furrow.

The laft variety is that of the Guinea
fheep, which 1s generally found in all the
tropical chlimates, both of Africa and the
Eaft-Indies. They are of a large fize, with
a rough hairy fkin, fhort horns, and ears
hanging down, with a kind of dewlap under
the chin. They differ greatly in form from
the reft ; and might be confidered as animals
of another kind, were they not known to
breed with other fheep. Thefe of all the
domeftic kinds, feem to approach the near-
eft to the ftate of nature. They are larger,
ftronger, and {wifter than the common race ;
and, confequently, better fitted for a precari-
ous foreft life. However, they feem to rely,

like
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like the reft, on man for fupport; being
entirely of a domeftic nature, and fubfifting
only in the warmer climates.

Such are the varieties of this animal,
which have been reduced into a flate of
domeftic fervitude. Thefe are all capable
of producing among each other ; all the pe-
culiarities of their form have been made
by climate and human cultivation ; and none
of them feem fufficiently independent, tolive
in a ftate of favage nature. They are, there«
fore, to be confidered, as a degenerate race,
formed by the hand of man, and propagated
merely for his benefit. At the fame time,
while man thus cultivates the domeftic
kinds, he drives away and deftroys the fa-
vage race, which are lefs beneficial, and
more head-firong. Thefe, therefore, are
to be found in but a very {mall number, in
the moft uncultivated countries, where they
have been able to fubfift by their native
fwiftnefs and ftrength. It is in the more
uncultivated parts of Greece, Sardinia, Cor-
fica, and particularly in the defarts of
Tartary, that the mufflon is to be found,
that bears all the marks of being the pri-
mitive race ; and that has been aGually
known to breed with the domeftic animal.

The moufflon, or mufmon, though co-
vered with hair, bears a fironger fhmnilitude

Vou, 1L E to
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to the ram than to any other animal; like
the ram, it has the eyes placed near the
horns ; and 1ts ears are fhorter than thofe
of the goat: it alfo refembles the ram in
its horns, and in all the particular out-
- lines of its form. 'The horns alfo are alike;
they are of a yellow colour ; they have three
{ides, as in the ram, and bend backwards in
the {fame manner behind the ears. The
muzzle, and the infide of the ears, are of
a whitifh colour tinétured with yellow ; the
other parts of the face are of a brownifh
grey. 'The general colour of the hair over
the body is of a brown, approaching to that
of the red deer. The infide of the thighs
and belly are of a white tinctured with yellow.
The form upon the whole, {eems more made
for agility and ftrength than that of the
common fheep; and the moufllon is a&tu-
ally found to live in a favage ftate, and
maintain itfelf either by force or fwiftnefs
againft all the animals that live by rapine,
Such is the extreme {peed, that many have
been -inclined rather to rank it among the
deer kind, than the fheep. But in this
they are deceived, as the mufmon has a
mark that entirely diftinguithes it from that
{pecies, being known never to fhed its
horns. In fome thefe are feen to grow to
a furprizing fize ; many of them meafuring
- n
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in their convolutions, above two ells long.
They are of a yellow colour, as was faid ;
but the older the animal grows, the darker
the horns become: with thefe they often
maintain very furious battles between each
other ; and fometimes they are found broken -
off in fuch a manner, that the {mall ani-
mals of the foreft creep into the cavity for
{helter *. When the mufmon is feen ftand-
ing on the plain, his fore legs are always
{trait, while his hinder legs {feem bent under
him; but in cafes of more adltive neceflity,
this feeming deformity is removed, and he
moves with great fwiftnefs and agility.
The female very much refembles the male
of this fpecies, but that fhe is lefs, and her
horns alfo are never feen to grow to that
prodigious fize they are of in the wild ram.
Such is the fheep in its favage ftate ; a bold,
noble, and even beautiful animal: but it
is not the moft beautiful creatures that are
always found moft ufeful to man. Human
induftry has therefore deftroyed its grace,
to improve its utility,

* Gmelin, as quoted by Buffon.

E 2 THE
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ANDITS NUMEROUS VARIETIES.

THERE are {fome domeftic animals that
feem as auxiliaries to the more ufeful forts ;
and, that by ceafing to be the firft, are con-
fidered as nothing, We have feen the fer-
vices of the afs {lighted, becaufe inferior to
thofe of the horfe ; and, in the fame man-
ner, thofe of the goat are held cheap, becaufe
the theep fo far exceeds it. Were the horfe
or the fheep removed from nature, the in-
ferior kinds would then be invaluable ; and
the fame arts would probably be beftowed
in perfeCting their kinds, that the higher
order of animals have experienced. But in
their prefent negleted ftate, they vary but
little from the wild amimals of the fame
kind; man has left them their primitive
habits and forms; and the lefs they owe
to his affiduity, the more they receive from
nature,

The goat feems, in every refpect, more
fitted for a life of favage liberty than the
fheep*, It is naturally more lively, and
more poflefled with animal infun&. It
eafily attaches itfelf to man, and feems fen-
fible of his carefles. It is alfo ftronger

* Buffon.
and
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and fwifter, more courageous, and more
playful, lively, capricious, and vagrant: it
is not eafily confined to its flock, but chufes
its own paftures, and loves to ftray remote
from the reft. It chiefly delights in climb-
ing precipices ; in going to the very edge of
danger : it is often feen fufpended upon an
eminence hanging over the {ea, upon a
very little bafe, and even fleeps there in
fecurity. Nature has, in fome meafure,
fitted it for traverfing thefe declivities with
eafe ; the hoof is hollow underneath, with
fharp edges, fo that it walks as fecurely on
the ridge of an houfe, as on the level
ground. It is an hardy animal, and very
eafily fuftained ; for which reafon it is
chiefly the property of the poor, who have
no paftures with which to fupply it. Hap-
pily, however, it {feems better pleafed with
the neglected wild, than the cultivated
fields of art; it chufes the heathy mountain,
or the fhrubby rock; its favourite food is
the tops of the boughs, or the tender bark
of young trees: it feems lefs afraid of im-
moderate heat, and bears the warm climates,
better than the theep: it fleeps expofed to
the fun; and feems to enjoy its warmeft
fervours ; neither is it terrified at the florm,
or incommoded by the rain; immoderate
cold alone feems to affect it, and is faid to

produce



4 'ANIMALS OF THE

produce a vertigo, with which this animal
is fometimes incommoded. The inconftan-
cy of its nature 1s perceivable in the irregu-
larity of its gait; it goes forward, ftops,
runs, approaches, flies, merely from ca-
price, and with no other feeming reafon
than the extreme vivacity of its difpofition.

There are proofs of this animal’s being
naturally the friend of man ; and that the
goat feldom refumes its primoeval wildnefs,
when once reduced into a ftate of fervitude.
In the year 1698, an Englith veffel happen-
ing to touch at the iflands of Bonavifta,
two Negroes came, and offered the failors
as many goats as they chofe to take away.
Upon the captain’s exprefling his aftonifh-
ment at this offer, the Negroes aflured him
that there were but twelve perfons in the
ifland, and that the goats were multiplied
i fuch -a manner, as even to become a
nuifance: they added, that inftead of giv-
ing any trouble to catch them, they fol-
lowed the few inhabitants that were left
with a fort of obflinacy, and rather became
importunate with their tamenefs,

The goat produces but two at a time ; and
three at the moft. But in the warmer
climates, although the animal degenerates,
and grows lefs, yet it becomes more fruitful,
being generally found to bring forth three,

' four,
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four, and five at a fingle delivery. The
buck is capable of propagating at the age
of one year, and the female at feven
months ; however, the fruits of this pre-
mature generation are weak and defeGive ;
and their beft breeding time is generally
delayed till the age of two years, or eighteen
months at leaft. One buck is fufficient for
an hundred and fifty goats; his appetites
are exceflive : but this ardour brings on a
fpeedy decay, fo that he is enervated in four
years at moft, and even becomes old before
he reaches his {feventh year. 'The goat, like
the theep, continues five months with young ;
and, in fome places, bears twice a year.

The milk of the goat is fweet, nourifhing,
and medicinal ; not {fo apt to curdle upon
the ftomach as that of the cow; and, there-
fore, preferable to thofe whofe digeftion is
but weak. The peculiarity of this animal’s
food, gives the milk a flavour different from
that either of the cow or fheep; for as it
generally feeds upon fhrubby paftures, and
heathy mountains, there 1s an agreeable
wildnefs in the tafte very pleafing to fuch
as are fond of that aliment. In feveral
parts of Ireland, and the highlands of Scot-
land, the goat makes the chief pofleflion of
the inhabitants. On thofe mountains,
where no other ufeful animal could find fub-

{iftence,
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fiftence the goat continues to glean a fufficient
living ; and fupplies the hardy natives with
what they confider as varied luxury. They
lie upon beds made of their fkins, which
are {oft, clean, and wholefome ; they live
upon their milk, with oat bread ; they con-
vert a part of it into butter, and {fome into
cheefe ; the fleth, indeed, they feldom tafte
of, as it is a deiicacy which they find too
expenfive ; however, the kid is confidered
cven by the city epicure, as a great rarity;
and the flefh of the goat, when properly
" prepared, is ranked by fome as no way in-
ferior to venifon. In this manner, even in
the wildeft folitudes, the poor find comforts
of which the rich do not think it worth
their whiles to difpofiefs them ; in thefe
mountainous retreats, where the landfcape
prefents only a feene of rocks, heaths, and
{thrubs, that fpeak the wretchednefs of the
foil, thefe fimple people have their feafis,
and their pleafures; their faithful flock of
goats attends them to thefe awtul folitudes,
and furnifhes them with all the neceflaries
of life; while their remote fituation hap-

pily keeps them ignarant of greater luxury,
As thefe animals are apt to ftray from
the flock, no man can attend above fifty
of them at a time. They are fattened in
the fame manner as fheep; but taking
every
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every precaution, their flefh 1s never fo
good or o fweet, in our climate, as that
of muttont, It is otherwife between the tro-
pics, ‘The mutton there becomes flabby and
lean, while the fleth of the goat rather feems
to improve; and in fome places the latter
is cultivated in preference to the former. We
~ therefore, find this animal in almoft every
part of the world, as it feems fitted for the
neceflities of man in both extremes, To-
wards the north, where the pallure is coarfe
and barren, the goat is fitted to find a
fcanty fubfiftence ; between the tropics,
where the heat is exceffive, the goat is fittcd
to bear the climate, and its fleth is found
to improve.

One of the moft remarkable varieties we
find in the goat is that of Natolia. The
Natolian goat, or, as Mr, Buffon calls it,
the goat of Angora, has the ears longer
than ours, and broader in proportion. ‘The
male has horns of about the fame length
with the goat of Europe, but black, and
turned very difterently, going out horizon-
tally on each fide of the head, and twifted
round in the manner of a cork-fcrew, The
horns of the female are fhorter, and encir-
cle the ear fomewhat like thofe of the ram,
They are of a dazzling white colour, and
in al]l the hair is very long, thick, fine,

and
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and glofly ; which, indeed, 1s the cafe with
almoft all the animals of Syria. There are
a great number of animals about Angora,
where the inhabitants drive trade with their
hair, which is fold either raw, or manufac-
tured into all parts of Europe. Nothing
can exceed the beauty of the ftuffs which
are made from the hair of almoft all the
animals of that country. Thefe are well
known among us by the name of camlet,

A fecond variety 1s the Aflyrian goat of
Gefner, which is fomewhat larger than ours,
with ears almoft hanging down to the
ground, and broad in proportion. 'The
horns, on the contrary, are not above two
inches and an half long, black, and bend-
ing a little backwards. 'The hair is of a fox
colour, and under the throat there are two
excrefcences, like the gills of a cock. Thefe
animals are chiefly kept round Aleppo, for
the fake of their milk. They are driven
through the fireets, and their milk is fold
to the inhabitants as they pafs along,

In the third variety may be reckoned, the
little goat of America, which is of the
fize of a kid, but the hair is as long as
that of the ordinary breed. The horns,
which do not exceed the length of a man’s
finger, arc thick, and bend downwards fo
clofe to the head, that they almoft enter
the {kin, '

There
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There is an animal of this kind at the
Cape of Good Hope, called the blue goat,
which may be ranked as the fourth variety.
It is in {hape like the domeitic, but much
larger, being nearly of the fize of a ftag.
Its hair is very fhort, and of a delightful
blue ; but it lofes a great deal of its beau-
ty when the animal is dead. It has a very
long beard ; but the horns are not fo long
in proportion as in other goats, being turned
{pirally in the manner of a cork-fcrew. It
has very long legs, but well proportioned ;
and the fleth i1s very well tafted, but lean.
For this reafon, in that plentiful country,
it is chiefly killed upon account of its {kin.
It is a very fhy animal, and feldom comes
near the Dutch fettlements; but they are
found in great abundance in the more un-
cultivated parts of the country. Befides
thefe, they are found in this extenfive re-
gion of various colours, and many of them
are {potted beautifully with red, white, and
brown.

In fine, the Juda goat refembles ours Tn
moft parts, except in fize, it being much
fmaller. 'This animal is common in Guinea,
Angola, and all along the coafts of Africa:
it 1s not much larger than a hare, but is
extremely fat, and its fleth admirably tafted.

It is 1n that country univerfally preferred
to mutton, |
Thele
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'Thefe animals feem all of one kind, with
very trifling diftinctions between them. It
is true that they differ in fome refpeQs;
fuch as having neither the fame colour,
hair, ears, or horns, But it ought to be
confidered as a rule in natural hiftory, that
neither the horns, the colour, the finenefs
or the length of the hair, or the pofition of
the ears, are to be confidered as making
an a€tual diftin¢tion in the kinds. 'Thefe
are accidental varieties, produced by cli-
mate and food, which are known to change
even in the fame animal, and give it a
{eeming difference of form. When we fee
the fhapes, the inclinations, and the in-
ternal conformation of {eemingly different
creatures nearly the fame ; and, above all,
when we fee them producing among each
other, we then have no hefitation in pro-
nouncing the fpecies, and aflerting that
thefe are of the goat kind, with which
they are {o materially conneced.

But although thefe are evidently known
to belong to the goat kind, there are
others nearly refembling the goat, of
whofe kindred we cannot be equally cer-
tain. 'Thefe are fuch as, being found in
a. flate of nature, have not as yet been
fufhciently {fubjeCled to human obfervation.
Hence it 13 impoflible to determine with
precifion to which clafs they belong ; whe-

ther
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ther they be animals of a particular kind,
or merely the goat in its ftate of favage
freedom. Were there but one of thefe
wild animals, the enquiry would {oon be
ended ; and we might readily allow it for
the parent ftock; but, in the prefent cafe,
there are two kinds that have almoft equal
pretenfions to this honour; and the claims
of which it has been found diflicult to
determine, 'The animals in queftion are
the thammoy and the ibex. Thefe both
bear very near approaches to the goat
in figure; have horns that never fhed;
and, at the fame time, are more differ-
ent from each other than from the ani-
mal in queftion. From which of thefe
two fources our domeftic goat is derived
is not eafy to fettle. Inftead, therefore, of
entering into the difcuflion, I will content
myfelf with the refult of Mr. Buffon’s en-
quiries. He 1is of opinion that the ibex is
the principal fource, that our domeftic goat
is the immediate defcendant, and that the
fhammoy is but a variety from that ftock,
a fort of collateral branch of the fame fa-
mily, His principal reafon for giving the
preference to the ibex is its having a more
mafculine figure, large horns, and a large
beard ; whereas the thammoy wants thefc
marks of primitive ftrength and wildnefs.
He fuppofes, therefore, in their original fa-

vage
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vage flate, that our goat has taken after the
male of the parent ftock, and the fhammoy
after the female; and that this has produ-
ced a variety in thefe animals, even before
they underwent human cultivation.

However this be, the two animals 1n que-
flion feem both well fitted for their preca-
rious life, being extremely f{wift, and capa-
ble of running with eafe along the edges of
precipices, where even the wolf or the fox,
though infligated by hunger, dares not pur-
fue them. They are both natives of the Alps,
the Pyrenees, and the mountains of Greece;
there they propagate in vaft numbers, and
continue to exift in fpite of the hunter and
every beaft of prey that is found incefiantly
to purfue them,

The ibex refembles the goat in the fhape
of its body ; but differs in the horns, which
are much larger.  They are bent backward,
full of knots; and it is generally afferted
that there isa knot added every year. There
are fome of thefe found, if we may believe
Bellonius, at leaft two ydrds long. - The ibex
has a large black beard, is of a brown co-
lour, with a thick warm coat of hair. There
is a ftreak of black runs along the top of the
back ; and the belly and back of the thighs
are of a fawn colour.

The fhammoy *, though a wild animal,
is very eafily tamed, and docile; and to be

*® M. Peroud’s :’H;ccuunt as gnoted by Buffon.

found
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found only in rocky and mountainous places,
It 1s the fize of a domeftic goat, and refem-
bles one in many refpects. It is moft agree-
ably lively, and alive beyond expreffion.
The fthammoy’s hair 1s fhort, like thatof the
doe; in fpring it is of an afh colour, and in
autumn a dun colour, Inclining to black,
and in winter of a blackith brown. This
animal is found in great plentyin the moun-
tains of Dauphiny, of Piedmont, Savoy,
Switzerland, and Germany, They are
peaceful, gentle creatures, and live in fociety
with each other. ~ They are found in flocks
of from four to fourfcore, and even an hun-
dred, difperfed upon the crags of the moun-~
tains. 'The large males are feen feeding
detached from the reft, except in the rutting
time, when they approach the females, and
drive away the young. The time of their
coupling 1s from the beginning of Od&ober;
to the end of November and they bring forth
in April and March. The young keeps
with the dam about five months, and fome-
times longer, if the hunters and the wolves
do not feparate them. It is afferted that they
live between twenty and thirty years. ‘Their
fleth is good to eat; and they are found to
have ten or twelve pounds of fuet, which
far furpafles that of the goat in hardnefs and
goodnefs, The fhammoy has fcarce any

cry,
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cry, as moft amimals are known to have;
if it has any, it is a kind of feeble bleat,
by which the parent calls its young. But
in cafes of danger, and when it is to warn
the reft of the flock, it ufes an hifling noife,
which 1s heard at a great diftance, For it is
to be obferved that this creature is extremely
vigilant, and has an eye the quickeft and
moft piercing in nature. Its fmell alfo
is not lefs diftinguithing. When it fees its
enemy diftin&ly, it ftops fora moment; and
then, if the perfon be near, in an inftant
after it flies off. In the fame manner, by
its {mell, 1t can difcover a man at half a
league diftance, and gives the earlieft notice.
Upon any alarm, therefore, or any appre-
henfions of danger, the thammoy begins his
hiffing note with fuch force, that the rocks
and the forefts re-echo to the found. The
firft hifs continues as long as the time of one
infpiration, Inthe beginning it 1s very fharp,
and deeper towards the clofe. 'The animal
having, after this firft alarm, repofed a mo-
ment, again looks round, and perceiving
the reality of its fears, continues to hifs by
intervals, until it has fpread the alarm to a
very great diftance. During this time, it
{eems in the moft violent agitation ; it firikes
the ground with its fore-foot, and fometimes

with
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with both : it bounds from rock to rock ; it
turns and looks round; it runs to the .edge
of the precipice; and, ftill perceiving the
enemy, flies with all its fpeed. The hifling
of the male is much louder and fharper than
that of the female: it is performed through
the nofe; and is properly no more than a
very ftrong breath, driven violently through
a Ymall aperture. The fhammoy feeds
upon the beft herbage, and chufes the moft
delicate part of the plants, the flower and
the tender buds. It is no lefs delicate with
regard to feveral aromatic herbs, which
grow upon the fide of the mountains,
It drinks but very little while it feeds upon
the fucculent herbage, and chews the cud
in the intetvals of feeding. This animal is
greatly admired for the beauty of its eyes,
which are round and fparkling, and which
mark the warmth of its conftitution, Its
head is furnithed with two fmall horns, of
about half a foot long, of a beautiful black,
and rifing from the forchead, almoft betwixt
the eyes. ‘Thefe, contrary to what they are
found in other animals, inftead of going
backwards or fideways, jet out forward, and
bend a little, at their extremities, backward,
in a fmall circle, and end in a very fharp
point. The ears are placed in a very
elegant manner, near the horns; and therc are

VeL. HE F twe
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two firipes of black on each fide of the
face, the reft being of a whitith yellow,
which never changes. 'The horn of this
animal s often ufed as the head of a cane.
Thofe of the female are lefs, and not fo
much bent; and fome farriers are {een to
bleed cattle with them. Thefe animals are
fo much incommoded by heat, that they are
never found in fummer, except in the ca-
verns of rocks, amidft fragments of unmelt-
ed ice, under the fhade of high and fpread-
ing trees, or of rough and hanging precipi-
ces, that face the north, and which keep off
entirely the rays of the fun. They go to
pafture both morning and evening, and fel-
dom during the heat of the day. They run
along the rocks with great eafe and {eeming
indifference, and leap from one to another,
{o that no dogs are able to purfue them.
There is nothing more extraordinary than to
fee them climbing and defcending precipices,
that to all other quadrupedes are inacceflible.
They always mount or defcend in an ob-
lique dire&ion ; and throw themfelves down
a.rock of thirty feet, and light with great
fecurity upon fome excrefcence, or frag-
ment, on the fide of the precipice, which
is jult large enough to place their feet upon;
they firike the rock, however, in their de-
{cent, with their feet, three or four times,

to
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to ftop the velocity of their motion; and
when they have got upon their bafe below,
they at once feem fixed and fecure. In
faQ, to fee them jump in this manner, they
feem rather to have wings than legs; fome,
indeed, pretend to fay that they ufe their
horns for climbing, but this wants confir-
mation. Certain it is that their legs alone
are formed for this arduous employment,
the hinder being rather longer than the
former, and bending in fuch a manner
that, when they defcend upon them, they
break the force of the fall. It is alfo affert-
ed, that when they feed, one of them al-
ways ftands as centinel; but how far this
may be true is queftionable. For certain,
while they feed, therc are {fome of them
that keep continually gazing round the
reft ; but this is practifed among all gre-
garious animals ; fo that when they fee any
danger, they warn the reft of the herd
of its approach. During the rigours of win-
ter, the thammoy fleeps in the thickeft forefts,
and feeds upon the fhrubs and the buds of
the pine-tree. It fometimes turnsup the
fnow with its foot to look for herbage ; and,
where it 1s green, makes a delicious repaft.
The more craggy and uneven the forefi, the
more this animal is pleafed with the abode,
which thusadds to its fecurity. The hunting

Fa the
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the thammoy is very laborious and extremely
difficult. The moft ufual way is to hide
behind the clefts of the rocks and fhoot
them. 'This, however, muft be done with
great precaution ; the fportfman muft creep
for a vaft way upon his belly, in filence,
and take alfo the advantage of the wind,
which if it blow from him they would in-
ftantly perceive. When arrived at a pro-
per diftance, he then advances his piece,
which is to be rifle barrelled, and to carry
one ball, and tries his fortune among them.
Some alfo purfue this animal as they do the
ftag, by placing proper perfons at all
the paflages of a glade, and then, {ending
in others to roufe the game. Dogs are
quite ufelefs in this chace, as they rather
alarm than overtake, Nor 1s it without
danger_even to the men; for it often hap-
pens that when the animal finds itfelf over-
prefled, it drives at the hunter with its head,
and often tumbles him down the neighbour-
ing precipice. 'This animal cannot go upon
ice when fmooth ; but if there be the leaft
inequalities on its furface, it then bounds
along in fecurity, and quickly evadesall pur-
{uit, '

The fkin of the fhammoy was once fa-
mous, when tanned, for its foftnefs and
warmth ; at prefent, however, fince the art
of tanning has been brought to greater per-

feGtion,
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fe@tion, the leather called thammoy is made
alfo of thofe of the tame goat, the fheep,
and the deer, Many medicinal virtues alfo
were faid to refide in the blood, fat, gall, and
the concretion fometimes found in the fto-
mach of this animal, called German bezoar.
The fat, mixed with milk, was faid to be
good in ulcers of the lungs. The gall was
{aid to be ufeful in ftrengthening the fight ;
the ftone, which is generally about the fize
of a walnut and blackith, was formerly in
great requeft for having the fame virtues
with oriental bezoar. However, in the pre-
fent enlightened ftate of phyfic, all thefe
medicines are quite out of repute; and, al-
though we have the names of feveral medi-
cines procurable from quadrupedes, yet, ex-
cept the mufk or hartthorn alone, I know
of none in any degree of reputation, It is
true, the fat, the urine, the beak, and even
the dung, of various animals, may be found
eficacious where better remedies are not to
be had; but are far furpafled by many at
prefent in ufe, whofe operations we kl’lﬂ_W,
and whofe virtues are confirmed by repeated
experience,

Such are the quadrupedes that more pecu-
liarly belong to the goat kind. Each of
thefe, in all probability, can engender and
breed with the other; and were the whole

raco
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race cxtinguifthed, except any two, thefe
would be fufficient to replenith the world,
and continue the kind. Nature, however,
proceeds in her variations by flow and infen-
fible degrees, and fcarce draws a firm diftin-
guifhed line between any two neighbouring
races of animals whatfoever, Thusit is hard
to difcover where the theep ends and the goat
begins ; and we fhall find it fhll harder to
fix precifely the boundaries between the
goat kind and the deer. In all tranfitions
from one kind to the other, there are to be
found a middle race of animals, that feem
to partake of the nature of both, and that
can precifely be referred to neither. That
race of quadrupedes, called the Gazelles,
are of this kind; they are properly neither
goat nor deer, and yet they have many of the
marks of both; they make the fhade be-

tween thefe two kinds, and fill up the chafm
in nature,

g B B 1 € S O R E S DT T

T HE Gazelles, of which there are {feveral
kinds, can, with propriety, be referred neither
to the goat or the deer ; and yet they partake
of both natures. Like the goat, they have
hollow horns that never fall, which is other-
wife in the deer. They have a gall-bladder,

| which
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which is found in the go2t and not in the
deer; and, like that animal, they feed ra-
ther upon fhrubs than grafly paftures.. On
the other hand, they refemble the roe-buck
in fize and delicacy of form ; they have deep
pits under the eyes like that animal; they
refemble the roe-buck in the colour and na-
ture of their hair; they refemble him in the
bunches upon their legs, which only differ
in being upon the fore-legs in thefe, and on
the hind legs in the other. They feem,
" therefore, to be of a middle nature between
thefe two kinds; or, to fpeak with greater
truth and precifion, they form a diftint kind
by themfelves.

The diftinguithing marks of this tribe of
animals, by which they differ both from the
ooat and deer, are thefe: their horns arc
made difterently, being annulated or ringed
round, at the fame time that there are lon-
gitudinated depreflions running from the
bottom .to the point. They have bunches
of hair upon their fore-legs; they havea
ftrcak of black, red, or brown, running along
the lower parts of their fides, and three
{treaks of whitith hair in the internal fide of
the ear. ‘Thefe are charallers that none of
them are without; befides thefe, there arc
others which, in general, they are found to
have, and which are more obvious to the be-

holder.
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holder. Of all animals in the world, the
gazelle has the moft beautiful eye, extreme-
ly brilliant, and yet fo meck that all the eaf-
tern poets compare the eyes of their miftref-
fes to thofe of this animal. A gazelle-eyed
beauty is confidered as the higheft compli-
ment that a lover can pay; and, indeed, the
Grecks themfelves thought it no inelegant
piece of flattery to refemble the eyes of
a beautiful woman to thofe of a cow. The
gazelle, for the moft part, is more delicately
and finely limbed than even the roe-buck ; its
hair is as fhort, but finer and more glofly.
Tts hinder legs are longer than thofe be-
fore, as inthe hare, which gives it great-
er fecurity in afcending or defcending
fteep places. Their fwiftnefs is equal, if
not {uperior to that of the roe; but as the
latter bounds forward, fo thefe run along
in an even uninterrupted courfe. Moft of
them are brown upon the back, white
under the belly, with a black ftripe, fepa-
rating thefe colours between, Their tail is
of various lengths, but in all covered with
pretty long hair; and their cars are beauti-
ful, well placed, and terminating in a point,
They all havea cloven hoof, like the fheep;
they all have permanent horns ; and the fe-
male has them fmaller than the male.

Of
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Of thefe animals, Mr. Buffon makes
twelve varieties ; which, however, are much
fewer than what other naturalifts have made
them. The firft is the Gazella, properly
fo called, which is of the fize of the roe-
buck, and very much refembling it in all
the proportions of its body, but entirely
differing, as was faid, in the nature and
fathion of the horns, which are black and
hollow, like thofe of the ram, or the goat,
and never fall. The fecond he calls the
Kevel, which is rather lefs than the former;
its eyes alfo feem larger; and its horns, in-
ftead of being round, are flatted on the
fides, as well in the male as the female.
The third he calls the Corin, which very
much refembles the two former, but that
it 1s {lill lefs than either. Its horns alfo are
{maller in proportion, {inoother than thofe
of the other two, and the annular promi-
nences belonging to the kind are fcarce
difcernable, and may rather be called wrin-
kles than prominences. Some of thefe ani-
mals are often feen ftreaked like the tiger.
Thefe three are fuppofed to be of the fame
{pecies.  The fourth he calls the Zeiran, the
horns only of which he has feen; which,
from their fize, and the defeription of travel-
lers, he {fuppofes to belong to a larger kind
of the gazelle, found in India and Perfia,
under that denomination,

The
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'The fifth he calls the Koba, and the {ixth
the kob; thefe two differ from each other
only in fize, the former being much larger
than the latter. The muzzle of thefe ani-
mals 1s much longer than thofe of the ordi-
nary gazelle ; the head is differently fhaped,
and they have no deprefiions under the eyes.
The feventh he calls after its Egyptian
name, the Algazel; which is fhaped pretty
much like the ordinary gazelle, except that
the horns are much longer, being generally
three feet from the point to the infertion,
whereas, in the common gazelle, they are
not above a foot; they are {maller alfo, and
ftraiter, till near the extremities, when they
turn fhort, with a very fhort flexure: they
are black and fmooth, and the annular pro-
minences are {carcely obfervable. ‘The
eighth is called the Pazan ; or, by fome, the
bezoar goat, which greatly refembles the
former, except a {inall variety in their horns ;
and alfo with this difference, that as the
algazel feed upon the plains, this is only
found m the mountains. They are both in-
habitants of the fame countries and climate
being found in Egypt, Arabia, and Perfia.
'This laft 1s the animal famous for that con-
cretion 1n the inteftines or ftomach, called
the Oriental Bezoar, which was once in fuch
repute all over the world for its medicinal

| virtues.
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virtues. ‘The word bezoar is fuppofed to
take its name either from the pazan or pa-
zar, which is the animal that produces it ;
or from a word in the Arabic language,
which fignifies antidote, or counter-poifon.
It is a ftone of a glazed blackith colour,
found in the ftomach, or the inteftines of
fome animal, and brought over to us from
the Eaft-Indies. Like all other animal con-
cretions, it 1s found to have a kind of nucle-
us, or hard fubftance within, upon which
the external coatings were formed ; for, up-
on being fawed through, 1t is feen to have
layer over layer, as in an onion, This nucleus
is of various kinds; fometimes the buds of
a fhrub, fometimes a piece of ftone, and
fometimes a marcafite. ‘This ftone is from
the fize of an acorn to that of a pigeon’s
egg; thelarger the ftone, the more valua-
ble it is held ; its price encreafing, like that
of a diamond, There was a time when a
{tone of four ounces fold in Europe for above
two hundred pounds; but, at prefent, the
price is greatly fallen, and they are held in
very little efteem. ‘The bezoar is of various
colours ; fometimes of a blood colour, fome-
times of a pale yellow, and of all the thades
between thefe two. It is generally glofly,
{mooth, and has a fragrant fmell, like that
of ambergreafe, probably arifing from the

aromatic
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aromatic vegetables upon which the animal
that produces it, feed. Ithas been given in
vertigoes, epilepfies, palpitations of the heart,
cholic, jaundice, and, in thofe places
where the dearnefs, and not the value of
medicines, is confulted, in almoft every dif-
order incident to man. In all, perhaps, itis
equally efficacious, acting only as an abfor-
bent powder, and pofiefling virtues equal to
common chalk, or crabs”claws. Judicious
phyficians have therefore difcarded it; and
this celebrated medicine is now chiefly con-
fumed in countries where the knowledge of
nature has been but little advanced. When
this medicine was in its higheft reputation,
many arts were ufed to adulterate it; and
many countries endeavoured to find out a
bezoar of their own. Thus we had occi-
dental bezoar, brought from America ; Ger-
man bezoar, which has been mentioned be-
fore; cow bezoar, and monkey bezoar.
In fa&, there is fcarce an animal, except of
the carnivorous kinds, that does not produce
fome of thefe concretions in the ftomach,
inteftines, kidnies, bladder, and even in the
heart. 'To thefe ignorance may impute vir-
tues that they do not poflefs; experience has
found but few cures wrought by their
efficacy: but it 1s well known, that they
often prove fatal to the animal that bears

| them.



SHEEP AND GOAT KIND. 75

them. ‘Thefe concretions are generally
found in cows, by their pratice of licking
off their hair, which gathers in the ftomach
into the thape of a ball, acquires a furpriz-
ing degree of hardnefs, and fometimes a po-
lith like leather. They are often as large as
a goofe-egg; and, when become too large to
pafs, block up the paffage of the food, and
the animal dies. 'The fubftance of thefe
balls, however, is different from the bezoar
mentioned above ; being rather a concretion
of hair than of ftone. 'There is a bezoar
found in the gall bladder of a boar, and
thence called hog bezoar, in very great ef-
teem ; but perhaps with as little juftice as any
of the former. In fhort, there is fcarce an
animal or fcarce a part of their bodies, in
which concretions are not formed ; and it is
more than probable, as Mr Buffon juftly re-
marks, that the bezoar fo much in ufe for-
merly, was not the production of the pazar,
or any onc animal only, but that of the
whole gazelle kind ; who feeding upon odo-
riferous herbs and plants, gave this admirable
fragrance to the accidental concretions which
they were found to produce. As this me-
dicine, however, is but little ufed at pre-
fent, our curiofity is much abated, as to the
caufe of its formation, To return, there-
fore, to the varieties in the gazelle tribe, the

' ninth
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ninth is called the Ranguer, and is a native
of Senegal. This differs fomewhat in thape
and colour from the reft; but particularly in
the fhape of its horns, which are ftrait to
near the points, where they crook forward, -
“nearly in the fame manner asin the fham-
moy they crook backward. The tenth va-
riety of the gazelle is the Antelope, fo well
known to the Englith, who have given
it the name. ‘This animal is of the fize of
a roe-buck, and refembles the gazelle in
many particulars, but differs in others : it has
deeper eye-pits the horns are formed dif-
ferently alfo, being about fixteen inches long,
almoit touching each other at the bottom,
and {preading as they rife, fo as at their tips
to be fixteen inches afunder. They have
the annular prominences of their kind, but
not fo diftinguithable as in the gazelle:
however, ‘they have a double flexure, which
is very remarkable, and ferves to diftinguith
them from all others of their kind. At the
root they have a tuft of hair, which is longer
than that of any part of the body. Like
others of the fame kind, the antelope is
brown on the back, and white under the
belly ; but thefe colours are not feparated by
the black ftreak which is to be found in
all the reft of the gazelle kinds. There
are different - forts of this animal, fome

with
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with larger horns than others, and others
with lefs. 'The one which makes the ele-
venth variety in the gazelle kind, Mr. Buf-
fon calls the Lidme, which has very large
horns ; and the other, which is the twelfth
and laft, he calls the Indian Antelope, the
horns of which are very {iall.

To thefe may be added three or four va-
ricties more, which it is not eafy to tell whe-
ther to refer to the goat or the gazelle, as
they equally refemble both. The firft of
thefe is the Bubalus, an animal that {eems
to partake of the mixed natures of the cow,
the goat, and the deer. It refembles the
ftag in the fize and the figure of its body,
and particularly in the fhape of its legs. But
it has permanent horns, like the goat; and
made entirely like thofe of the gazelle kind.
It alfo refembles that animal in its way of
living: however, it differs in the make of
its head, being exallly like the cow in the
length of its muzzle, and in the difpofition
of the bones of its fcull ; from which fimi-
litude it has taken 1its name. ‘This animal
has a narrow long head ; the eyes are pla-
ced very high ; the forehead fhort and nar-
row; the horns permanent, about a foot
long, black, thick, annulated, and the
rings of the gazelle kind, remarkably
large; its fhoulders are very high, and

it
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it has a kind of bunch on them, that termi-
nates at the neck ; the tail is about a foot
long, and tufted with hair at the extremity.
The hair of this animal is remarkable in
being thicker at the middle than at the root :
in all other quadrupedes, except the elk
and this, the hair tapers oftf from the bot-
tom to the point; but in thefe, each hair
fecems to fwell in the middle, like a nine-pin.
The bubalus alfo refembles the elk in fize,
and the colour of its fkin; but thefe are
the only fimilitudes between them: as the
one has a very large branching head of folid
horns that are annually deciduous, the other
has black unbranching hollow horns that
never fall. 'The bubalus is common enough
in Barbary, and has often been called by
the name of the Barbary Cow, from which
animal it differs fo widely. It partakes pret-
ty much of the nature of the antelope; like
that having the hair thort, the hide black,
the cars pointed, and the fleth good for

food. |
T he fecond anomalous animal of the goat-
kind, Mr. Buffon calls the Condoma. It is
fuppofed to be equal in fize to the largeft ftag,
but with hollow horns, like thofe of the
goat kind, and with varied flexures, like
thofe of the antelope. They are above three
fect long ; and, at thelr extremities, about
two
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two feet afunder.  All along the back there
runs a white lift, which ends at the infertion
of the tail; another of the fame colour
croffes this, at the bottom of the neck,
which it entirely furrounds : there are two
more of the fame kind running round the
body, one behind the fore legs, and the
other running parallel to it before the hinder.,
The colour of the reft of the body is grey-
ith, except the belly, which is white : it has
a long grey beard; and its legs, though
long, are well proportioned. :
The third that may be mentioned, he calls
the Guiba, It refembles the gazelles in
every particular, except in the colour of the
belly, which, as we have feen, is white in
them, but in this is of a deep brown, Its
horns alfo are not marked with annular pro-
minences, but are {mooth and polithed. It
is alfo remarkable for white lifts, on a brown
ground, that are difpofed along the animal’s
body, as if it were covered with a harnefs,
Like the former, it is a native of Africa.
The African Wild Goat of Grimmius is
the fourth. It is of a dark afh colour;
and in the middle of the head is an hairy
tuft, ftanding upright; on both fides, be-
tween the eyes and the nofe, there are very
deep cavities, greater than thofe of the other
kinds, which contain a yellow oily liquor,
Vou. IIL G which
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which coagulates intoa black fubftance, that
-has a fmell between mufk and civet. This
being taken away, the liquor again runs out,
and coagulates, as before. 'Thefe cavities
have no communication with the eyes, and,
confequently, this oozing fubftance can have
-nothing of the nature of tears.

To this we may add the Chevrotin, or little
Guinea Deer, which 1s the leait of all cloven-
footed quadrupedes, and perhaps the moft
beautiful; its legs, at the {fmalleft part, are
not much thicker than the thank of a tobacco-
pipe; it is about feven inches high, and
about twelve from the point of the nofe to
the infertion of the tail. It i1s the moft deli-
cately fhaped animal in the world, being
completely formed like a ftag in miniature ;
except that its horns, when it has any, are
more of the gazelle kind, being hollow and
annulated in the fame manner. It has two
canine teeth in the upper jaw; in which re-
fpet it differs from all other animals of the
goat or deer kind, and thus makes a fpecies
entirely diftin¢t by itfelf. ‘This wonderful
animal’s colour is not lefs pleafing ; the hair,
which 1s fhort and glofly, being in fome
of a beautiful yellow, except on the neck
and belly, which is white. They are na-
tives of India, Guinea, and the warm
chmates between the tropics; and are

found
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found in great plenty. But though they
are amazingly {wift for their fize, yet the
Negroes often overtake them in the purfuit,
and knock them down with their fticks.
They may be eafily tamed, and then they
become familiar and pleafing; but they are
of fuch delicate conflitutions, that they can
bear no climate but the hotteft; and they
always perifh with the rigours of ours, when
they are brought over. 'The male in Guinea
has horns; the female is without any; as
are all the kinds of this animal, to be found
cither in Java or Ceylon, where they chiefly
abound,

Such is the lift of the gazelles; all which
pretty nearly refemble the deer in form, and
delicacy of fhape; but have the horns hol-
low, fingle and permanent, like thofe of the
goat. They properly fill up, as has been
already obferved, the interval between thofe
two kinds of animals; fo that it is difficult
to tell where the goat ends, and the deer
may be faid to begin. If we compare the
gazelles with each other, we fhall find very
flight diftintions between them. 'The turn
or the magnitude of the horns, the differ-
ent {pots on the fkin, ora difference of
fize in each, are chiefly the marks by which
their varieties are to be known ; but their

G ik way
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way of living, their nature, and their pe-
culiar fwiftnefs, all come under one defcrip-
tion.

The gazelles are, in general, inhabitants
of the warmer climates; and contribute,
among other embellithments, to add beauty
to thofe forefts that are for ever green, 'They
are often feen feeding in herds, on the fides
of the mountain, or in the fhades of the
woods; and fly all together, upon the
fmalleft approaches of danger. They bound
with fuch f{wiftnefs, and are fo very fhy,
that dogs or men vainly attempt to purfue
them. They traverfe thofe precipices with
eafe and fafety, which to every quadrupede
elfe are quite impracticable; nor can any
animals, but of the winged kind, over-
take them. Accordingly, i all thofe coun-
tries where they are chiefly found, they are
purfued by falcons; and this admirable man-
ner of hunting makes one of the principal
amufements of the upper ranks of people
all over the eaft.

The Arabians, Perfians, and T'urks, breed
up for this purpofe, that kind of a hawk
called the Falcon Gentle, with which, when
properly trained, they go forth on horfeback
among the forefts and the mountains, the
falcon perching upon the hand of the hunt-

er. 'Their expedition is conduted with pro-
found
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found filence ; their dogs are taught to hang
behind; while the men, on the flecteft
courfers, look round for the game. When-
ever they {py a gazelle at the proper diftance,
they point the falcon to its objec, and en-
courage it to purfue. The falcon, with the
{wiftnefs of an arrow, flies to the animal;
that, knowing 1ts danger, endeavours, but
too late, to efcape. 'The falcon foon coming
up with its prey, fixes its talons, one into
the animal’s cheek, the other into its throat,
and deeply wounds it. On the other hand,
the gazelle attempts to efcape, but is gene-
rally wounded too deeply to run far. The
falcon clings with the utmoft perfeverance,
nor ever leaves its prey till it falls; upon
which the hunters from behind approaching,
take up both, and reward the falcon with
the blood of the {poil. They alfo teach the
young ones, by applying them to the dead
animal’s throat, and accuftoming them be-
times to fix upon that particular part; for
if it fhould happen that the falcon fixed up-
on any other part of the gazelle, either its
back or its haunches, the animal would ea-
fily efcape among the mountains, and the
hunter would alf{o lofe his falcon.

They fometimes alfo hunt thefe animals
with the ounce. 'This carnivorous and fierce
¢reature being made tame and domeftic, ge-

nerally
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nerally fits on horfeback behind the hunter,
and remains there with the utmoft compo-
fure, untill the gazelle is thewn; it is then
that 1t exerts all its arts and fiercenefs; it
does not at once fly at its prey, but ap-
proaches flyly, turning and winding about
until it comes within the proper diftance,
when all at once it bounds upon the heedlefs
animal, and inftantly kills it, and {ucks its
blood. If, on the other hand, it miflfes its
aim, it refts in the place, without attempt-
ing to purfue any farther, but {feems athamed
of its own inability.

There 1s ftill another way of taking the
gazelle, which feems not fo certain, nor fo
amufing as cither of the former, A tame
pazclle 1s bred up for this purpefe, who is
taught to join thofe of its kind, wherever it
perceives them. When the hunter therefore,
perceives a herd of thefe together, he fixes a
noofe round the horns of the tame gazelle,
in fuch a2 manner, that if the reft but touch
it, they are entangled; and thus prepared
he fends his gazelle among the reft. The
tame animal no fooner approaches, but the
males of the herd inftantly fally forth to
oppofc him; and, in butting with their
horns are caught in the noofe. In this,
both ftruggling for fome time, fall together
to the ground; and, at laft, the hunter

coming
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coming up, difengages the one, and kills the
other. Upon the whole, however, thefe
animals, whatever be the arts ufed to
purfue them, are very difficult to be taken,
As they are continually fubjet to alarms
from carnivorous beafts, or from man,
they keep chiefly in the moft folitary and
inacceflible places, and find their only pro-
tection from fituations of the greateft danger,

CH.AT.
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CH AR V.

Of the Muik Animal. -

THE more we fearch into nature, the
more we fhall find how little the is known ;
and we fhall more than once have occafion
to find, = that protraCted enquiry i1s more
apt to teach us modefty, than to produce
information. Although the number and na-
ture of quadrupedes at firft glance feems
very little known; yet, when we come to
examine clofer, we find fome with which
we are very partially acquainted, and others
that are utterly unknown. There is fcarce
a cabinet of the curtous but what has the
fpoils of animals, or the horns or the hoofs
of quadrupedes, which do not come within
former defcriptions. There is fcarce a per-
fon whofe trade is to drefs or improve furs,
but knows feveral creatures by their {kins,
which no naturalift has hitherto had notice
of. But of all quadrupedes, there is none
fo juftly the reproach of natural hiftori-
ans, as that which bears the mufk. ‘This
perfume, fo well known to the elegant,
and fo very ufeful in the hands of the phy-
fician, a medicine that has for more than a
century been imported from the eaft in great
quantities, and during all that time has

been
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been improving in its reputation, 1s, never-
thelefs, fo very little underflood, that it re-
mains a doubt whether the animal that pro-
duces it be an hog, an ox, a goat, or a deer,
When an animal with which we are fo near-
ly connedled, is fo utterly unknown, how
little muft we know of many that are more
remote and unferviceable! Yet naturalifts
proceed in the fame train, enlarging their
catalogues and their names, without endea-
vouring to find out the nature, and fix the
precife hiftory of thofe with which we are
very partially acquainted. 1t is the {pirit of
the {cholars of the prefent age, to be fonder
of encreafing the bulk of our knowledge
than its utility ; of extending their conquefts
than of improving their empire.

The mufk which comes to Europe is
brought over in {fmall bags, about the fize
of a pigeon’s egg, which, when cut open,
appear to contain a kind of dufky reddifh
fubftance, like coagulated blood, and which,
in large quantities, has a very ftrong {fmell ;
but when mixed and diffufed, becoines a
very agreecable perfume. Indeed, no fub-
ftance now known in the world has a ftronger
or a more permancnt fmell. A grain of
mufk perfumes a whole room; and its odour
continues for fome days, without diminuti-
on. But in alarger quantity it continues

for
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for years together ; and feems {carce wafted
in its weight, although it has filled the at-
mofphere to a great diftance with its parts.
It is partieularly ufed in medicine, in nervous
and hyfteric diforders ; and isfound, in fuch
cafes, to be the moft powerful remedy now
in ufe: however, the animal that furnithes
this admirable medicine, has been very va-
rioufly defcribed, and is known but very im-
perfeQly.

The defcription given of this animal by
Grew, 1s as follows. The mufk animal is
properly neither of the goat nor deer kind,
for it has no horns, and it is uncertain whe-
ther it ruminates or not ; however, it wants
the fore teeth in the upper jaw, in the fame
manner as In ruminating animals; but, at
the fame time, it has tufks like thofe of a
hog. It is three feet fix inches in length,
from the head to the tail; and the head is
above half a foot long. The fore part of the
head is like that of a grey-hound; and the
ears are three inches long, and ere®, like
thofe of a rabbit; but the tail is not above
two inches, It i1s cloven footed, like beafts
of the goat kind; the hair on the head and
legs 1s half an inch long, on the belly an inch
~and an half, and on the back and buttocks
three inches, and proportionably thicker than
in any other animal, It is brown and white

alternately,
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alternately, from the root to the point; on
the head and thighs it is brown, but under
the belly and tail white, and a little curled,
efpecially on the back and belly,. On each
fide of the lower jaw, under the corners of
the mouth, there is a tuft of thick hair,
which is fthort and hard, and about three quar-
ters of an inch long, ‘The hair, in general,
of this animal, is remarkable for its foftnefs
and fine texture; but what diftinguithes it
particularly are the tufks, which are an inch
and an half long, and turn back in the form
of an hook; and more particularly the bag
which contains the mufk, which is three
inches long, two broad, and ftands out from
the belly an inch and an half. It isa very
fearful animal, and, therefore, it has long
ears; and the fenfe of hearing is fo quick,
that it can difcover an enemy at a great dis
itance.

After fo long and circumftantial a def-
cription of this animal, its nature is but
very little known; nor has any anatomift as
yet examined its internal ftru¢ure; or been
able to inform us whether 1t be a ruminant
animal, or one of the hog kind ; how the
mufk is formed, or whether thofe bags in
which it comes to us be really belonging to
the animal, or are only the fophiftications
of the venders. Indeed, when we confider

the
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the immenfe quantities of this fubftance
which are confumed in Europe alone, not to
mention the eaft, where it is in ftill greater
repute than here, we can hardly fuppofe that
any one animal can furnith the fupply ; and
particularly when it muft be killed before the
bag can be obtained. We are told, it is
true, that the mufk is often depofited by the
animal upon trees and ftones, againft which
it rubs itfelf when the quantity becomes un-
cafly; but it i1s not in that form which we
receive it, but always in what feems to be its
own natural bladder., Of thefe, Taverner
brought home near two thoufand in one
year; and as the animal is wild, fo many
muft, during that {fpace, have been hunted
and taken. But as the creature is reprefent-
ed very thy, and as it is found but in fome
particular provinces of the eaft, the wonder
is -how its bag fhould be fo cheap, and fur-
nifhed in fuch great plenty. The bag in
common does not coft (if I do not forget)
above acrown by retail, and yet this is {fup-
pofed the only one belonging to the animal ;
and for the obtaining of which, 1t muit
have been hunted and killed. The only
way of folving this difficulty, is to fuppofe
that thefe bags are, in a great meafure,
counterfeit, taken from fome other animal,
or from fome part of the fame, filled with

1tg
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its blood, and a very little of the perfume,
but enough to impregnate the reft with a
{trong and permanent odour. It comes to
us from different parts of the eaft; from
China, Tonquin, Bengal, and often from
Mufcovy : that of Thibet is reckoned the
beft, and fells for fourteen fhillings an
ounce ; that of Mufcovy the worit, and fells
but for three; the odour of this, though
very firong at firft, being quickly found to
€vaporate.

Mufk was fome years ago in the higheft
requeft as a perfume, and but little regarded
as a medicine; but at prefent its reputation
is totally changed ; and having been found
of great benefit in phyfic, it is but little re-
garded for the purpofes of clegance. It is
thus that things which become neceffary,
ceale to continue pleafing ; and the confci-
oufnefs of their ufe, deftroys their power of
adminiftering delight.

LeH AT,
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€<l AR Y
Animals of the Deer Kind.

I F we compare the ftag and the bull as to
the fhape and form, no two animals can be
more unlike; and yet, if we examine their
mternal ftructure, we fhall find a ftriking
fimilitude between them., Indeed their dif-
ferences, except to a mice obferver, will
fcarcely be perceivable. All of the deer kind
want the gall-bladder; their kidneys are for-
med differently ; their fpleen is alfo propor-
tionably larger ; their tail is thorter ; and their
horns, which are folid, are renewed every
“year. Such are the flight internal difcrimi-
nations between two animals one of which i1s
among the (wifteft, and the other the heavi-
eft of the brute creation.

The Stag is one of thofe innocent and
peaceable animals that feems made to embel-
lith the foreft, and animate the folitudes of
nature. 'The eafy elegance of his form, the
lightnefs of his motions, thofe large branch-
es that feem made rather for the orna-
ment of his head than its defence, the fize,
the firength and the {wiftnefs of this beau-
tiful creature, all f{ufhciently rank him
among the firft of the quadrupedes, among
the moft noted obje@s of human curiofity.

The
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The Stag, or Hart, whofe female 1s call-
ed a hind, and the young a calf, differs in
fize and in horns from a fallow deer. He 1s
much larger, and his horns are round; where-
as in the fallow kind they are broad and pal-
mated. By thefe the animal’sage 1s known.
The firft year, the ftag has no horns, but an
horny excrefcence, which is thort, rough, and
covered with a thin hairy {kin. The next
year the horns are fingle and firaight; the
third year they have two antlers, three the
fourth, four the fifth, and five the fixth;
this number is not always certain, for fome-
times there are more, and often lefs, When
arrived at the fixth year, the antlers do not
always encreafe ; and, although the number
may amount to fix or feven on each fide, yet
the animal’s age is then eftimated rather from
the fize of the antlers and the thicknefs of
the branch which fuftains them, than from
their variety.

Thefe horns, large as they {feem, are, not-
withftanding, fhed every year, and new
ones come In their place. The old horns
are of a firm folid texture, and ufually em-
ployed in making handles for knives and
other domeftic utenfils. But, while young
nothing can be more foft or tender; and the
animal, as if confcious of his own imbeci-
lity, at thofe times, inftantly upon fhedding

his
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his former horns, retires from the reft of hig
fellows, and hiding himfelf in folitudes and
thickets, never ventures out to pafture, ex-
cept by night. During this time, which
moft ufually happens in the fpring, the new
horns are very painful, and have a quick
fenfibility of any external impreflion. The
flies are alfo extremely troublefome to him.
When the old horn 1s fallen off, the new does
not begin immediately to appear; but the
bones of the fkull are feen covered only
with a tranfparent periofteum, or {kin,
which, as anatomifts teach wus, covers the
bones of all animals, After a fhort time,
however, this {kin begins to f{well, and to
form a foft tumour, which contains a great
deal of blood, and which begins to be co-
vered with a downy fubftance that has the
feel of velvet, and appears nearly of the fame
colour with the reft of the animal’s hair,
This tumour every day buds forward from
the point like the graft of a tree; and,
rifing by degrees from the head, fhoots ont
the antlers on either fide, fo that in a few
days, in proportion as the animal is in con-
dition, the whole head 1is completed.
However, as was faid above, in the begin-
ning, its confiftence is very foft, and has
a fort of bark, which is no more than a
continnation of the integument of the

{kull,
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{kull. Tt is velveted and downy, and every
where furnithed with blood-vefiels, that fup-
ply the growing horns with nourifhment.
As they creep along the fide of the branches,
the print is marked over the whole furface ;
and the larger the blood-veflels, the deeper
thefe marks are found to be; from hence
arifes the inequality of the furface of the
deer’s horns; which, as we fee, are fur-
rowed all along the fides, the impreifions
diminithing towards the point, where the
fubftance is as fmooth and as folid as ivory.
But it ought to be obferved, that this fub-
ftance, of which the horns are compofed,
begins to harden at the bottom, while the
upper part remains foft and fhll continues
growing ; from whence it appears that the
horns grow differently in deer from thofe of
theep or cows; in which they are always
feen to encreafe from the bottom. How-
ever, when the whole head has received its
full growth, the extremities then begin to
acquire their folidity ; the velvet covering,
or bark, with its blood-vefiels, dry up, and
then .begin to fall; and this the animal
haftens, by rubbiﬁg its antlers againft every
tree 1t meets. In this manner, the whole
external furface being ftripped off by degrees,
at length the whole head acquires its com-
plete hardnefs, expanfion, and beauty.

Vou. Il H It
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It would be a vain tafk to enquire into the
caufe of the animal produ&ibn of thefe
horns; it is fufficient to obferve, that if a
ftag 1s caftrated when its horns are fallen off,
they will never grow again; and, on the
contrary, if the fame operation is performed
when they are on, they will never fall off
If only one of his tefticles are taken out, he
will want the horn on that fide; if one
of the tefticles only be tied up, he will want
the horn of the oppofite fide. The en-
creafe of their provifion alfo tends to facili-
tate the growth and the expanfion of the
horns ; and Mr. Buffon thinks it poffible to
retard their growth entirely by greatly re-
trenching their food *, As a proof of this,
nothing can be more obvious than the differ-
ence between a f{tag bred in fertile paftures
and undifturbed by the hunter, and one
often purfued and ill nourithed. The for-
mer has his head expanded, his antlers nu-
merous, and the branches thick; the latter
has but few antlers, the traces of the blood-
veflels upon them are but {flight, and the
expanfion*but little. The beauty and fize
of their horns, therefore, mark their firength
and their vigour; fuch of them as are fick-
ly, or have been wounded, never fhooting
out that magnificent profufion fo much ad-

* Buffon, vol. xi. p. 113
mired
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mired in this animal. Thus the horns may
in every refpe@, be refembled to a vegetable
fubftance, grafted upon the head of an
animal. Like a vegetable they grow from
the extremities; like a vegetable they are
for a while covered with a bark that nou-
rithes them; like a vegetable they have their
annual produdion and decay ; and a ftrong
imagination might fuppofe that the leafy pro-
“ductions on which the animal feeds, go once
more to vegetate in his horns *,

The ftag is ufually a twelvemonth old
before the horns begin to appear, and thena
" fingle branch is all that is {een for the year
enfuing, About the beginning of fpring,
all of this kind are feen to thed their horns,
which fall off of themfelves; though fome-
times the animal aflifts the efforts of nature
by rubbing them againft a tree. It feldom
happens that the branches on both fides fall
off at the fame time, there often being two or
three days between the dropping of the one
and the other. The old ftags ufually fhed
their horns firft; which generally happens
towards the latter end of February, or the
beginning of March. Thofe of the fecond
head, namely, fuch as are between five and

* M. Buffon has fuppofed fomething like this. Vid
Paflim.

H a2 fix
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fix years old) thed their horns about the
middle or latter end of March; thofe thll
younger, in the month of April; and the
youngeft of all, not till the middle, or the
latter end of May; they generally thed them
in pools of water, whither they retire from
the heat; and this has given rife to the
opinion of their always hiding their horns.
Thefe rules, though true in general, are yet
fubje@ to many variations ; and univerfally
it is known that a fevere winter retards the
fhedding of the horns.

The horns of the ftag generally encreafe
in thicknefs and in heighth from the fecond
year of its age to the eighth. In this ftate of
perfettion they continue during the vigour of
life; but as the animal grows old the horns
feel the impreflions of age, and fhrink
like the reft of the body. No branch bears
more than twenty or twenty-two antlers
even in the higheft ftate of vigour; and the
number is {ubjeét to great variety ; forit hap-
pens that the ftag at one year has either lefs
or more than the year preceding, in propor-
tion to the goodnefs of his paftuure, or the
continuance of his fecurity, as thefe animals
feldom thrive when often rouzed by the hun-
ters. 'The horns are alfo found to partake of
the nature of the foil; inthe more fertile pa-
{tures they are large and tender ; on the con-

trary,



P-E & R K21 M 1. 101

trary, in the barren foil they are hard,
ftunted, and brittle,

As foonas the ftags have thed their horns,
they {eparate from each other, and feek the
plainer parts of the country, remote from
every other animal, which they are utterly
unable to oppofe. They then walk with
their heads ftooping down, to keep their
horns from firiking againft the branches
of the trees above. In this ftate of imbe-
cility they continue near three months be-
fore their heads have acquired their full
growth and folidity ; and then, by rubbing
them againft the branches of every thicket,
they at length clear them of the fkin which
had contributed to their growth and nou-
rithment. It is faid by fome that the horn
takes the colour of the fap of the tree
again{t which it is rubbed ; and that fome
thus become red, when rubbed againft the
heath ; and others brown, by rubbing againft
the oak ; this, however, 1s a miftake, f{ince
ftags kept in parks where there are no trees,
have a variety in the colour of their horns,
which can be afcribed to nothing but nature.,

A fhort time after they have furnithed
their horns, they begin to feel the mprefii-
ons of the rut, or the defire of copulation.
The old ones are the moft forward; and
about the end of Auguft, or the begin-

ning
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ning of September, they quit their thickets,
and return to the mountain in order to feek
thehind to whom they call with aloud tremu-
lous note. Atthis time their neck is fwollen ;
they appear bold and furious ; fly from coun-
try to country ; firike with their horns againft
the trees and obftacles, and continue reftlefs
and fierce until they have found the female ;
who at firft flies from them, but is at laft
compelled and overtaken. When two ftags
contend for the fame female, how timor-
ous foever they may appear at other times,
they then feem agitated with an uncommon
degree of ardour. ‘They paw up the earth,
menace each other with their horns, bel-
low with all their force, and ftriking in a
defperate manner againft each other, feem
determined upon death or victory. ‘This
combat continues till one of them is de-
feated or flies; and it often happens that
the vittor is obliged to fight {everal of thofe
battles before i1t remains undifputed mafter
of the field. The old ones are generally
the conquerors upon thefe occafions, sa
they have more firength and greater cou-
rage; and thefe alfo are preferred by
the hind itfelf to the young ones, as the
latter are more feeble, and lefs ardent.
However they are all equally inconftant,

keep-
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keeping to the female but a few days, and
then feeking out for another not to be enjoy-
ed, perhaps, without a repetition of their
former danger.

In this maner the ftag continues to range
from one to the other for about three weeks,
the time the rut continues; during which
he fcarce eats, fleeps, or refts, but conti-
nues to purfue, to combat, and to enjoy.
At the end of this period of madnefs, for
{uch in this animal it feems to be, the crea-
ture that was before fat, fleck, and glofly,
becomes lean, feeble, and timid. He then
retires from the herd to feek plenty and re-
pofe; he frequents the fide of the foreft,
and chufes the moft nourithing paftures,
remaining there till his ftrength is renewed.
Thus is his whole life pafled in the alterna-
tions of plenty and want, of corpulence
and inanition, of health and ficknefs, with-
‘out having his conftitution much affected by
the violence of the change. As he is above
five years coming to perfection, he lives about
forty years; and it is a general rule, that
every animal lives about feven or eight
times the number of years which it conti-
nues to grow. What, therefore, is re-
ported concerning the life of this animal,
has arifen from the credulity of igno-
rance: fome fay, that a flag haviﬁg been

taken



104 ANIMALS OF THE

taken in France, with a collar, on which
were written thefe words, “ Cafar hoc me
donavit;” this was interpreted of Julius
Ceafar; but it is not confidered that Cafar is a
general name for kings, and that one of the
Emperors of Germany, who are always ftiled
Caefars, might have ordered the infeription.
This animal may differ in the term of his
life according to the goodnefs of pafture,
or the undifturbed repofe he happens to en-
joy. 'Thefe are advantages that influence
not only his age, but his fize and his
vigour. ‘The ftags of the plains, the vallies,
and the little hills, which abound in corn
and pafture, are much more corpulent and
much taller than fuch as are bred on the
rocky wafte, or the heathy mountain.
The latter are low, fmall, and meagre,
incapable of going fo fwift as the former,
although they are found to hold out much
longer. They are alfo more artful in evad-
ing the hunters; their horns are generally
black and fhort, while thofe of the low-
land ftags are reddifh and flourifhing; fo
that the animal feems to encreafe in beauty
and ftature in proportion to the goodnefs
of the pafture, which he enjoys in fecurity,
'The ufual colour of the ftag in England is

red; neverthelefs, the greater number in
other
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other countries are brown. 'There are {fome
few that are white; but thefe {feem to have
obtained this colour in a former ate of do-
meftic tamenefs. Of all the animals that
are natives of this climate, there are none
that have fuch a beautiful eyeas the ftag: it
is fparkling, foft, and fenfible, His fenfes
of finelling and hearing are in no lefs per-
feGtion. When he is in the leaft alarmed,
he lifts the head and ere&s the ears, ftand-
ing for a few minutes as if in a lifiening pof-
ture. Whenever he ventures upon lome
unknown ground, or quits his native cover-
ing, he firft ftops at the fkirt of the plain to
examine all around; he next turns againft
the wind to examine by the {mell if there
be any enemy approaching. If a perfon
thould happen to whiftle or call out, at a
diftance, the ftag is feen to ftop thort in his
flow meafured pace, and gaze upon the
ftranger with a kind of aukward admirati-
on: if the cunning animal perceives neither
dogs nor fire-arms preparing againft him, he
goes forward, quite unconcerned, and flow-
ly proceeds without offering to fly. Man is
not the enemy he 1s moft afraid of; on the
contrary, he feems to be delighted with the
found of the fhepherd’s pipe; and the hun-
ters fometimes make ufe of that inftrument
to allure the poor animal to his deftruction.
The
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The ftag eats flowly, and is very delicate
in the choice of his pafture. When he has
eaten a f{ufficiency, he then retires to the
covert of fome thicket to chew the cud in
fecurity. His rumination, however, {eems
performed with much greater difficulty than
with the cow or fheep; for the grafs is not
returned from the firft ftomach without
much ftraining, and a kind of hiccup, which
is eafily perceived during the whole time it
continues, ‘This may proceed from the
greater length of hisneck and the narrow-
nefs of the paflage, all thofe of the cow and
the theep kind having it much wider.

This animal’s voice is much ftronger,
louder, and more tremulous in proportion as
he advances in age; in the time of rut
it 1s even terrible. At that {eafon he feems
fo tran{ported with paflion that nothing ob-
ftru&ts his fury ; and, when at bay, he keeps
the dogs oft with great intrepidity. Some
years ago, the Duke of Cumberland caufed
a tiger and a ftag to be enclofed in the fame
area; and the ftag made {o bold a defence,
that the tiger was at laft obliged to fly,
The {tag feldom drinks in the winter, and
full lefs in the fpring, while the plants are
tender and covered over with dew. It isin
the heat of the fummer, and during the time
of rut that he is feen conftantly frequenting

the
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the fide of rivers and lakes, as well to flake
his thirft as to cool his ardour. He {wims
with great eafe and ftrength, and beft at
thofe times when he is fatteft, his fat keep-
ing him buoyant, like oil upon the furface
of the water. During the time of the rut
he even ventures out to fea, and-{wims
from one ifland to another, although there
may be fome leagues diftance between them.

The cry of the hind, or female, is not
{fo loud as that of the male, and is never
excited but by apprehenfion for herfelf or her
young. It need fcarce be mentioned that
the has no horns, or that the 1s more feeble
and unfit for hunting than the male. When
once they have conceived, they {eparate
from the males, and then they both herd
together apart. The time of geftation con-
tinues between eight and nine months, and
they generally produce but one at a time.
Their ufual feafon for bringing forth is about
the month of May, or the begmning of
June, during which they take great care to
hide their young in the moft obfcure thickets,
Nor is this precaution without reafon, fince
almoft every creature is then a formidable
enemy. The eagle, the falcon, the ofprey,
the wolf, the dog, and all the rapacious fa-
mily of the cat kind, are in continual em-

_plnymf:ﬂt
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ployment to find out her retreat. But, what
1s more unnatural {hll, the ftag himfelf 1s a
profefled enemy, and fhe 1s obliged to ufe
all her arts to conceal her young from him
as from the moft dangerous of her purfuers.
At this feafon, therefore, the courage of the
male feems transferred to the female; fhe
- defends her young againft her lefs formida-
ble opponents by force ; and when purfued
by the hunter, the even offers herfelf to mif-
lead him from the principal object of her
concern. She flies before the hounds for
half the day, and then returns to her young,
whofe life the has thus preferved at the ha-
zard of her own. ‘The calf, for fo the
young of this animal is called, never quits
the dam during the whole fummer; and in
winter, the hind, and all the males under a
year old, keep together, and affemble in
herds, which are more numerous in propor-
tion as the feafon is more fevere, In the
fpring they feparate; the hinds to bring
forth, while none but the year old remain
together; however, thefe animals are in
general fond of herding and grazing in com-
pany; it 1s danger or neceflity alone that

{eparates them.
The dangers they have to fear from other
animals, arc nothing when compared to thofe
from
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from man, The men of every age and na-
tion have made the chace of the ftag one of
their moft favourite purfuits; and thofe
who firft hunted for neceflity, have conti-
nued it for amufement, In our own coun-
try, in particular, hunting was ever efteem-
ed as one of the principal diverfions of the
great *, At firft, indeed, the beafts of chace
had the whole ifland for their range, and
knew no other limits than thofe of the ocean,

The Roman jurifprudence, which was
formed on the manners of the firft ages, ef-
tablithed it as a law, that as the natural
right of things which have no mafter belongs
to the firft poffeflor, wild beafts, birds, and
fithes, are the property of whofoever could
firft take them. But the northern barbari-
ans, who over-ran the Roman Empire,
bringing with them the ftrongeft relith for
this amufement, and, being now poffefled of
more eafy means of fubfiftence from the
lands they had conquered, their chiefs and
leaders began to appropriate the right of
hunting, and, inftead of a natural right, to
make it a royal one, 'When the Saxon kings,
therefore, had eftablithed themfelves into an
heptarchy, the chaces were referved by each
fovereign for his own particular amufement,
Hunting and war, in thofe uncivilized ages,

* Britith Zoology.
werc
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were the only employment of the great,
Their allive, but uncultivated, minds were
fufceptible of no pleafure but thofe of a vio-
lent kind, fuch as gave exercife to their
bodies, and prevented the uneafinefs of
thinking. But as the Saxon kings only ap-
propriated thofe lands to the bufinefs of the
chace which were unoccupied before, fo no
individuals received any injury. But it was
otherwife when the Norman kings were fet-
tled upon the throne. ‘The paffion for hunt-
ing was carried to an excefs, and every civil
right was involved in general ruin, This
ardour for hunting was ftronger than the
confideration of religion even in a fuper-
{litious age. 'The village communities, nay,
even the moft facred edifices, were thrown
down, and all turned into one vaft wafte, to
make room for animals, the objeCts of a law-
lefs tyrant’s pleafure. Sanguinary laws were
enalted to preferve the game; and, in the
reigns of William Rufus and Henry the Firft,
it was deemed lefs criminal to deftroy one of
the human {pecies than a beaft of chace.
Thus it continued while the Norman line
filled the throne; but when the Saxon line
was reftored, under Henry the Second, the
rigour of the foreft laws were foftened. The
barons alfo for a long time imitated the en-
croachments, as well as theamufements, of the

monarch ;



DEER KiIN/D. 111

monarch ; but when property became more
happily divided, by the introduction of arts
and induftry, thefe extenfive hunting grounds
became more limited; and as tillage and
hufbandry encreafed, the beafts of chace
were obliged to give way to others more ufe-
ful to the community. Thofe vaft tralts of
land before dedicated to hunting, were then
contratted ; and, in proportion as the ufeful
arts gained ground, they proteted and en-
couraged the labours of the induftrious, and
reprefled the licentioufnefs of the {port{man.
Itis, therefore, among the fubjecls of a de-
{potic government only that thefe laws re-
main in full force, where large waftes lie
uncultivated for the purpofes of hunting,
where the hufbandman can find no proteéti-
on from the invafions of his lord, or the
continual depredations of thofe animals
which he makes the objefts of his pleafure.

In the prefentcultivated ftate of this coun-
try therefore, the ftag is unknown in its
wild natural ftate; and fuch of them as re-
main among us are kept, under the name of
red deer, in parks among the fallow deer.
But they are become lefs common than for-
merly ; its exceflive vicioufnefs, during the
rutting feafon, and the badnefs of its flefh,
inducing moft people to part with the
{fpecies, The few that ftill remain wild

arc
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are to be found on the moors that border on
Cornwall and Devonfhire . and 1n Ireland,
on moft of the large mountains of that coun-
try.

In England, the hunting the ftag and the
buck are performed in the fame manner; the
animal is driven from fome gentleman’s park,
and then hunted through the open coun-
try. But thofe who purfue the wild ani-
mal, have a much higher obje@, as well asa
greater variety inthe chace. To let loofe
a creature that was already in our poffeffion,
in order to catch it again, is, in my opinion,
but a poor purfuit, as the reward whenobtain-
ed is only what we before had givenaway. But
to purfue an animal that owns no proprietor,
and which he that firft {eizes may be faid to
poflefs, has fomething in it that feems at
leaft more rational; this rewards the hunter
for his toil, and feems to repay his induftry.
Befides, the fuperior ftrength and fwiftnefs
of the wild animal prolongs the amufement;
it is poflefled of more various arts to efcape
the hunter, and leads him to precipices where
the danger ennobles the chace. In purfu-
ing the animal let loofe from a park, as it is
but little verfed in the firatagems of efcape;
the hunter follows as fure of overcoming, and
feels none of thofe alternations of hope and

: fear
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fear which arife from the uncertainty of fuc-
cefs. But it is otherwife with the mountain
ftag : having fpent his whole lifein a {tate of
continual apprehenfion; having frequently
been followed, and as frequently efcaped, he
knows every trick to miflead, to confound,
or intimidate his purfuers ; to ftimulate their
ardour, and enhance their {uccefs.

Thofe who hunt this animal have their
peculiar terms for the different objeéts of
their purfuit, The profeflors in every art
take a pleafure in thus employing a lan-
guage known only to themfelves, and thus
accumulate words which to the ignorant
have the appearance of knowledge. In
this manner, the ftag is called the firft year,
a calf or hind calf; the fecond year, a knob-
ber ; the third, a brock ; the fourth,a faggard;
the fifth, a fag; the fixth, an hart. The
female is called an Aind; the firft year fhe
is a calf; the fecond, a hearfe; the third,
a hind. 'This animal is faid to Aarbour in the
place where he refides. When he cries he
1s faid to bel/; the print of his hoof is call-
ed the flor; his tail is called the fingle; his
excrement the fewmes; his horns are call-
ed his bead ; when fimple, the firft year,
they are called braches ; the third year, fpears;
the fourth year, that part which beats the

VoL, IIL I antlers
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antlers is called the beam, and the little im-
preflions upon its furface glitters; that
which rife from the cruft of the beam are call-
ed pearls. 'The antlers alfo have diftin&
names, the firt that branches off 1s called
the antler ; the {econd the fur antler; all
the reft which grow afterwards, till you
come to the top, which is called the crown,
are called royal antlers. The little buds
about the tops are called croches. The im-
preflion on the place where the ftag has lain,
i1s called the layer. If 1t be in covert or a
thicket, it is called his harbour. Where a
deer has paffed into a thicket, leaving marks
whereby his bulk may be guefied, it is cal-
led an entry. When they caft their heads,
they are faid to mew. When they rub their
heads againit trees, to bring oft the peel of
their horns, they are faid to fray. When a
{tag hard hunted takes to {wimming in the
water, he is faid to go fail; when he ‘turns
his head againft the hounds, he is faid
to bay; and when the hounds purfue
upon the {cent, until they have unharbour-
ed the ftag, they are faid to draw on the
Jlot,

Such arebut a few of the many terms ufed
by hunters in purfuing of the ftag moft of
which are now laid afide, or in ufe only with
game-keepers. 'The chace, however, is con-

tinued
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tinued in many parts of the country where
the red deer 1s ftill preferved, and flill makes
the amufement of {uch as have not found
out more liberal entertainments, In thofe
few places where the animal 1s perfectly wild,
the amufement, as we faid above, is flill
fuperior. 'The firft great care of the hunter,
when he leads out his hounds to the moun-
tain fide, where the deer are generally
known to harbour, is to make choice of a
proper ftag to purfue. His ambition is to
unharbour the largeft and the boldeft of the
whole herd; and for this purpofe he ex-
amines the track, if there be any, which if
he find long and large, he concludes, that
it muft have belonged to a ftag, and not an
hind, the print of whofe foot is rounder.
Thofe marks alfo which he leaves on trees,
by the rubbing of his horns, fhew his fize,
and point him out as the proper obje& of
purfuit. Now to feck out a ftag in his
haunt, it is to be obferved, that he changes
his manner of feeding every month. From
the conclufion of rutting-time, which is No-
vember, he feeds in heaths and broomy pla-
ces, In December they herd together, and
withdraw into the ftrength of the forefts, to
{helter themfelves from the fevere weather,
feeding on holm, elder trees, and bram-
bles. The three following months they leave

12 herding,
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herding, but keep four or five in a compa-
ny, and venture out to the corners of the
foreft, where they feed on winter pafture,
fometimes making their incurfions into the
neighbouring corn-fields, to feed upon the
tender fhoots, juft as they peep above
ground. In Aprit and May they reft in
thickets and fhady places, and feldom ven-
ture forth, unlefs rouzed by approaching
danger. In September and O&ober their
annual ardour returns; and then they leave
the thickets, boldly facing every danger,
without any certain place for food or har-
bour. When, by a knowledge of thefe cir-
cumftances, the hunter has found out the
refidence, and the quality of his game, his
next care is to uncouple and caft off his
hounds in the purfuit : thefe no fooner per-
ceive the timorous animal that flies before
them, but they all together open in full cry,
purfuing rather by the {cent than the view,
encouraging each other to continue the
chace, and tracing the flying animal with
the moft amazing fagacity. 'The hunters
alfo are not lefs ardent in their {peed on
horf{eback, cheering up the dogs, and dire@-
ing them where to purfue. On the other
hand, the ftag, when unharboured, flies at
firft with the {wiftnefs of the wind, leaving
his purfuars feveral miles in the rear; and at

Iength
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length having gained his former coverts, and
no longer hearing the cries of the dogs and
men that he had juft left behind, he {tops,
gazes round him, and feems to recover his
natural tranquility. But this calm is of fhort
duration, for his inveterate purfuers flowly
and {ecurely trace him along, and he once,
more hears the approaching deftruction from
behind. He again, therefore, renews his
efforts to efcape, and again leaves the pur-
{uers at almoft the former diftance ; but this
{fecond effort makes him more feeble than
before, and when they come up a fecond
time, he is unable to outfirip them with
equal velocity. 'The poor animal now,
therefore, is obliged to have recourfe to all
his little arts of efcape, which fometimes,
though but feldom, avail him. In propor-
tion as his ftrength fails him, the ardour of
his purfuers is enflamed; he tracks more
heavily on the ground, and this encreafing
the ftrength of the f{cent, redoubles the
cries of the hounds, and enforces their {peed.
It is then that the ftag feeks for refuge
among the herd, and tries every artifice to
put off fome other head for his own. Some-
times he will fend forth fome little deer in his
ftead, in the mean time lying clofe him{elf,
that the hounds may overfhoot him. He
will break into one thicket after another to
find deer, rouzing them, gathering them

together,
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together, and endeavouring to put them
upon the tracks he has made. His old com-
panions, however, with a true {pirit of in-
gratitude, now all forfake and fhun him
with the moft watchful induftry, leaving the
unhappy creature to take his fate by him-
felf. 'Thus abandoned of his fellows, he
again tries other arts, by doubling and crof-
fing in fome hard beaten highway, where
the fcent is leaft perceivable. He now
alfo runs againft the wind, not only to cool
himfelf, but the better to hear the voice, and
judge of the diftance of his implacable pur-
fuers., It is now eafible perceivable how
forely he is prefled, by his manner of run-
ning, which from the bounding eafy pace
with which he began, is converted into a
{tiff and fhort manner of going; his mouth
alfo i1s black and dry, without foam on it
his tongue hangs out; and the tears, as fome
fay, are feen ftarting from his eyes. His laft
refuge, when every other method of fafety
has failed him, is to take the water, and to
attempt an efcape by croffing whatever lake
or river he happens to approach, While
fwimming, he takes all poffible care to keep
in the middle of the fiream, left, by touch-
ing the bough of a tree, or the herbage on
the banks, he may give fcent to the hounds,
He is alfo ever found to fwim againft

the
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the ftream ; whence the hunt{fmen have made
it into a kind of proverb, That be that would
his chace find, muf? up with the river and down
with the wind. On this occafion too he will
often cover himfelf under water, {o as to thew
nothing but the tip of his nofe. Every re-
fource, and every art being at length ex-
haufted, the poor creature tries the laft re-
mains of his ftrength, by boldly oppofing
thofe enemies he cannot efcape ; he therefore
faces the dogs and men, threatens with his
horns, guards himfelf on every fide, and
for fome time ftands at bay. In this man--
ner, quite defperate, he furioufly aims at the
firft dog or man that approaches; and it
often happens that he does not die unre-
venged. At that time, the more prudent,
both of the dogs and men, feem willing to
avoid him; but the whole pack quickly
coming up, he 1s foon {furrounded and
brought down, and the huntfman winds a

treble mort, as it 1s called, with his horn.
Such is the manner of purfuing this ani-
‘mal in England; but every country has a
peculiar method of its own, adapted either
to the nature of the climate, or the face of
the foil. 'The ancient manner was very
different from that pratifed at prefent; they
ufed their dogs only to find out the game,
but not to rouze it. Hence they were not
curious
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curious as to the mufic of their hounds, or
the compofition of their pack ; the dog that
opened before he had difcovered his game,
was held in no eftimation. It was their
ufual manner filently to find out the animal’s
retreat, and {furround it with nets and
engines, then to drive him up with all their
cries, and thus force him into the toils which
they had previouily prepared.

In fucceeding times the fathion {eemed to
alter ; and particularly in Sicily, the man-
ner of huating was as follows*. The no-
bles and gentry being informed which way
an herd of deer pafled, gave notice to ano-
ther, and appointed a day for hunting. For
this purpofe, every one was to bring a crofs-
bow or a long bow, and a bundie of ftaves,
{hod with iron, the heads bored, with a cord
pafling through them all. Thus provided
they came to where the herd continved graz-
ing, and cafting themfelves about in a large
~ring, furrounded the deer on every fide.
Then each taking his ftand, unbound his
faggot, fet up his ftake, and tied the end
of the cord to that of his next neighbour, at
the diftance of about ten feet one from the
other. Between each of thefe ftakes was
hung a bunch of crimfon feathers, and fo

* Pier. Hieroglyph. lib. vii. cap, vi,

difpofed,



DEER KIND. 121

difpofed, that with the leaft breath of wind
they would whirl round, and preferve a fort
of fluttering motion. 'This done, the per-
fons who fet up the ftaves withdrew, and
hid themfelves in the ncighbouring coverts :
then the chief huntfman, cutering with his
hounds within the lines, rouzed the game
with a full cry. The deer, frighted, and
flying on all fides, upon approaching the lines,
were {cared away by the fluttering of the
feathers, and wandering about within this
artificial paling, ftill awed by the fhining and
fluttering plumage that encircled their re-
treat: the huntfman, however, ftill purfu-
ing, and calling every perfon by name, as
he paffed by their ftand, commanded him to
fhoot the firft, third, or fixth, as he pleafed;
and if any one miffed, or fingled out ano-
ther than that afligned him, i1t was confider-
ed as a moft thameful mifchance. In this
manner, however, the whole herd was de-
ftroyed ; and the day concluded with mirth
and featting,

The ftags of China are of a particular
kind, for they are no taller than a common
houfe-dog ; and hunting them 1s one of the
principal diverfions of the great. 'Their
fleth, while young, is exceedingly' good ;
but when they arrive at maturity, it begins
to grow hard and tough: however, the

tongue,
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tongue, the muzzle, and the ears, are in
particular efteem among that luxurious peo-
ple. 'Their manner of taking them is fin-
gular enough: they carry with them the
heads of fome of the females ftuffed, and
learn exallly to imitate their cry; upon this
the male does not fail to appear, and look-
ing on all fides, perceives the head, which
is all that the hunter, who is himfelf con-
cealed, difcovers. Upon their nearer ap-
proach, the whole company rife, furround,
and often take him alive.

There are very few varieties in the red
deer of this country; and they are moftly
found of the {fame fize and colour. But it
- 1s otherwife in different parts of the world,
where they are feen to differ in form, in fize,
in horns, and in colour. '

The ftag of Corfica is a very {mall ani-
mal, being not above half the fize of thofe
common among us. His body is fhort and
thick, his legs thort, and his hair of a dark
brown., |

There 1s in the forefts of Germany, a
kind of ftag, mamed by the ancients the
Tragelaphus, and which the natives call the
Bran Deer, or the Brown deer. This is of
a darker colour than the common flag, of a
lighter thade upon the belly, long hair upon
the neck and throat, by which it appears
bearded, like the goat.

There
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There is alfo a very beautiful flag, which
by fome 1s faid to be a native of Sardinia;
but others (among whom is Mr. Buffon) are
of opinion that it comes from Africa or
the Eaft Indies. He calls it the Axis, after
Pliny ; and confiders it as making the {hade
between the ftag and the fallow deer. 'The
horns of the axis are round, like thofe of
the ftag; but the form of its body entirely
refembles that of the buck, and the fize
alfo is exactly the fame. The hair 1s of
four colours; namely, fallow, white, black,
and grey. The white is predominant under
the belly, on the infide of the thighs, and the
legs. Along the back there are two rows
of {pots in a right line; but thofe on other
parts of the body are very irregular, A
white line runs along each fide of this ani-
mal, while the head and neck are grey.
The tail is black above, and white beneath;
and the hair upon it is {ix inches long.

Although there are but few individuals
of the deer kind, yet the race feems diffu-
fed over all parts of the earth. 'The new
continent of America, in which neither the
theep, the goat, nor the gazelle, have been
originally bred, neverthele{s produces ftags,
and other animals of the deer kind, in {uf-
ficient plenty. The Mexicans have a breed
of white ftags in their parks, which they call

Stags
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Stags Royal *, 'The ftags of Canada differ
from ours in nothing except the fize of the
horns, which in them is greater; and the
dire&tion of the antlers, which rather turn
back, than projet forward, as in thofe
of Europe. The fame difference of fize
that obtains among our ftags, is alfo to
be feen in that country; and, as we are in-
formed by Ruyich, the Americans have
brought them into the fame itate of domef-
tic tamencfs that we have our fheep, goats,
or black cattle. They fend them forth in
the day-time to feed in the forefts; and at
night they return home with the herdfman
who guards them. The inhabitants have
no other milk but what the hind produces ;
and ufe no other cheefe but what is made
from thence. In this manner we find, that
an animal which feems made only for man’s
amufement, may be eafily brought to fup-
ply his neceflities. Nature has many ftores
of happinefs and plenty in referve, which
only want the call of induftry to be produ-
ced, and now remain as candidates for hu-

man approbation.

* Buffon, vol. xii. p. 35.

T H B
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THE FALLOW DEER.

N O two animals can be more nearly al-
lied than the ftag and fallow deer *. Alike
in form, alike in difpofition, in the fuperb
furniture of their heads, in their {wiftnefs
and timidity ; and yet no two animals keep
more diftin&, or avoid each other with more
fixed animofity. They are never feen to
herd in the fame place, they never engender
together, or form a mixed breed; and
even in thofe countries where the ftag is
cominon, the buck feems to be entirely a
ftranger. In fhort, they both form diftin&
families ; which though fo feemingly near,
are {till remote ; and although with the fame
habitudes, yet retain an unalterable averfion.

The fallow deer, as they are much {mall-
er, {o they feem of a nature lefs robuft, and
lefs favage than thofe of the ftag kind.
They are found but rarely wild in the ferefts;
they are in general, bred up in parks, and
‘kept for the purpofes of hunting, or of
luxury, their fleth being preferred to that of
any other animal. It need {carce be men-
tioned, that the horns of the buck make its
principal diftin&ion, being broad and palma-
ted ; whereas thofe of the ftag are in every

* Buffon, vol. xii. p. 36.
part
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part round. In the one, they are flatted and
{pread like the palm of the hand; in the
other they grow like a tree, every branch
being of the fhape of the ftem that bears
it. The fallow deer alfo has the tail longer,
and the hair lighter than the ftag; in other
refpects, they pretty nearly refemble one
another. '

The head of the buck, as of all other
animals of this kind, is fhed every year,
and takes the ufual time for repairing. The
only difference between it and the ftag is,
that this change happens later in the buck ;
and its rutting-time, confequently, falls
more into the winter. " It is not found {o
furious at this feafon as the former ; nor does
it fo much exhauft itfelf by the violence of
its ardour, It does not quit its natural paf-
tures in queft of the female, nor does it at-
tack other animals with indifcriminate fero-
city : however, the males combat for the fe-
male among each other; and it is not with-
out many contefts, that one buck 15 feen to
become matfter of the whole herd.

It often happens alfo, that an herd of fal-
low deer is feen to divide into two parties,
and engage cach other with great ardour and
obftinacy *. They both {eem defirous of gain-
ing fome favourite {pot of the park for paf-

* Buffon, vol. xii. p. 36
tare,
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ture, and of driving the vanquithed party
into the coarfer and more difagreeable parts.
Each of thefe factions has its particular chief;
namely, the two eldeft and ftrongeft of the
herd. Thefe lead on to the engagement;
and the reft follow under their dire&ion.
Thefe combats are fingular enough, from the
difpofition and conduc which feem to regu-
late their mutual efforts. They attack with
order, and fupport the affault with courage;
they come to each other’s afliftance, they re-
tire, they rally, and never give up the vic-
tory upon a fingle defeat. The combat is
renewed for feveral days together; until at
length the moft feeble fide is obliged to give
way, and 1s content to efcape to the moft
difagreeable part of the park, where only
they can find fafety and protetion.

The fallow deer 1s eafily tamed, and feeds
upon many things which the ftag refufes. By
this means it preferves its venifon better;
and even after rutting, it does not appear
entirely exhaufted. It continues almoft in
the fame ftate through the whole year,
although there are particular {eafons when
its fleth 1s chiefly inefteem. This animal
alfo browzes clofer than the ftag ; for which
reafon it is more prejudicial among young
trees, which it often firips too clofe for re-
covery. The young deer eat much fafter

and
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and more greedﬂy than the old ; they feek
the female at their fecond year, and, like
the ftag, are fond of variety. The doe goes
with young above eight months, like the
hind ; and commonly brings forth one at a
time; but they differ in this, that the buck
comes to perfetion at three, and lives till
fixteen ; whereas the ftag does not come to
perfection till feven, and lives till forty.

As this anima!l is a beaft of chace, like the
ftag, {o the hunters have invented a num-
ber of names relative to him. The buck is
the firft year called a fawn; the fecond, a
pricket 5 the third, a fore/; the fourth, a fore;
the fifth, a buck of the fir/t head; and the
fixth, a great buck: The female is called a
doe; the firft year a fawn; and the fecond
a tegg. 'The manner of hunting the buck
is pretty much the fame as that of ftag
hunting, except that lefs {kill i1s required in
the latter. ‘The buck is more eafily rouzed ;
it 1s fufhicient to judge by the view, and
mark what grove or covert it enters, as it is
not known to wander far from thence ; nor,
like the ftag, to change his Jayer, or place
of repofe. When hard hunted, it takes
to fome firong hold or cover with which it is
acquainted, n the more gloomy parts of the
wood, or the fteeps of the mountain; not

like
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like the ftag, flying far before the hounds,
not crofling nor doubling, nor ufing any of
the fubtleties, which the ftag 1s accuftomed
to. It will take the water when forely prefi-
ed, but feldom a great river; nor can it
{wim {o long, nor fo {wiftly, as the former.
“In general, the ftrength, the cunning, and
the courage of this animal, are inferior to
thofe of the ftag; and, confequently, it af-
fords neither fo long, fo various, nor fo ob-
ftinate a chace : befides, being lighter, and
not tracking fo deeply, it leaves a lefs pow-
erful and lafling {fcent, and the dogs in the
purfuit are more frequently at fault.

As the buck is a more delicate animal
than the ftag, {o alfo is it fubject to greater
varieties *, We have in England two va-
rieties of the fallow-deer, which are faid to
be of foreign origin. The beautiful {potted
kind, which is fuppofed to have been brought
from Bengal ; and the very deep brown fort,
that are now {o common in feveral parts of
this kingdom. Thefe were introduced by
king James the Firft, from Norway: for
having obferved their hardinefs, and that
they could endure the winter, even in that
fevere climate, without fodder, he brought
over fome of them into Scotland, and difpofed
of them among his chaces. Since that time,

* Brittfh Zoclogy.

Vou. III. K they
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they have multiplied in many parts of the
Britifh empire ; and England 1s now become
more famous for its venifon, than any other
country in the world. Whatever pains the
French have taken, to rival us in this par-
ticular, the fleth of their fallow-deer, of
which' they keep but a few, has neither the
fatnefs nor the flavour of that fed upon Eng-
dith pafture. -

However, there is fcarce a country in Eu-
Tope, except far to the northward, in which
this animal is a firanger. The Spanith fal-
low-deer are as large as ftags, but of a
darker colour, and a more flender neck : their
tails are longer than thofe of ours, they arc
black above, and white below. The Virgi-
nian deer are larger and ftronger than ours,
with great necks, and their colour inclinable
to grey.  Other kinds have the hoofs of their
‘hind legs marked outwardly with a white
fpot; and their ears and tails much longer
than the common. One of thefe has been
feen full of white fpots, with a black lift
down the middle of his back. In Guiana, a
country of South America, according to
Labat, there are deer without horns, which
are much lefs than thofe of Europe, but re-
fembling them in every other particular.
They are very lively, light of courfe, and
exceflively fearful ; their hair is of a reddifh

{fallow,
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fallow, their heads are fmall and lean, their
ears little, their necks long and arched, the
tail fhort, and the fight piercing. When
purfued, they fly into places where no other
animal can follow them. The Negroes, who
purfue them, ftand to watch for them in
narrow paths, which lead to the brook or
the meadow where they feed; there wait-
ing in the utmoft filence, for the flighteft
found will drive them away, the Negroe,
when he perceives the animal within reach,
fhoots, and is happy if he can bring down
his game. 'Their fleth, though feldom fat,
is confidered as a great delicacy, and the
hunter is well rewarded for his trouble.

T'HEBE-R OE~xB:UGCK:
T HE Roe-buck is the fmalleft of the

deer kind known in our climate, and is now
almoft extin® among us, except in fome
parts of the highlands of Scotland. It is
generally about three feet long, and about
two feet high. The horns are from
eight to nine inches long, upright, round,
and divided into only three branches. The
body is covered with very long hair, well
adapted to the rigour of its mountainous
abode, The lower part of each hair
is afh colour; near the ends is a narrow

K 2 bar
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bar of black, and the points are yellow.
The hairs on the face are black, tipped
with ath colour. The ears are long, their
infides of a pale yellow, and covered with
long hair. 'The fpaces bordering on the eyes
and mouth, are black. The cheft, belly,
and legs, and the infide of the thighs, are
of a yellowith white ; the rump is of a pure
white, and the tail very fhort. The make
of this little animal is very elegant ; and its
fwiftnels equals its beauty. It differs from
the fallow-deer, in having round horns, and
not flatted like theirs. It differs from the
ftag, in its {maller fize, and the proportion-
able paucity of its antlers: and it differs
from all of the goat kind, as it annually
{heds 1its head, and obtains a new one,
which none of that kind are ever feen to do.
‘As the ftag frequents the thickeft forefts,
and the fides of the higheft mountains, the
roe-buck, with humbler ambition, -courts
the fhady thicket, and the rifing flope.
Although lefs in fize, and far inferior in
ftrength to the ftag, it is yet more beautiful,
more aftive, and even more courageous.
Tts hair is-always finooth, clean and glofly ;
and it frequents only the dryeft places, and
of the pureit air. Though but a very lit-
tle animal, as we have already obferved,
vet, when its young is attacked, it faces
even
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even the ftag himfelf, and often comes off
vitorious *,  All its motions are elegant and
ealy ; it bounds without effort, and conti-
nues the courfe with but little fatigue. It is
alfo poffefled of more cunning in aveiding
the hunter, is more difficult to purfue, and,
although its fcent is much ftronger than that
of the ftag, it is moft frequently found to
make good a retreat. - It is not with the roe-
buck, as with the ftag, who never offers to
ufe art until his ﬁrength is beginning to de-
cline; this more cunmng animal, when it
finds that its firlt efforts to efcape are with-
out fuccefs, returns upon. its former track,
again goes forward, and again retums, until
by its various windings it has entirely con-
founded the fcent, and joined the laft ema-
nations to thofe of its former courfe, It
then, by a bound, goes to one fide, lies flat
upon its belly, and permits the pack to pafs
by very near, without offering to ftir,

But the roe-buck differs not only from the
ftag in fuperior cunning, -but alfo in its
natural appetites, its inclinations, and its
whole habits of living, . Inftead of herding
together, thefe animals live mn feparate fa-
milies; the fire, the dam, and the young
ones, aflociate together, and never admit

* Buffon, val. xii. p..;q.
a ftranger
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a ftranger into their little community. All
others of the deer kind are inconftant in
their affe@ion; but the roe-buck never
leaves its mate ; and as they have been ge-
nerally bred up together from their firft
fawning, they conceive fo firong an attach-
ment, the male for the female, that they
never after feparate. Their rutting-feafon
continues but fifteen days; from the latter
end’ of O&ober, to about the middle of
November. They arc not at that time, like
the ftag, overloaded with fat; they have
‘not that ftrong odour, which is perceived in
‘all nthers of the deer kind ; : thﬁy have none
‘of thofe furmus exc&ﬁ‘es : nnthing, in fhort,
“that alters their ﬁate they only drive away
their fawns upon thefe ncca_ﬁ-ans, the buck
forcing them to retire, in order to make
room for a fucceeding progeny : ‘however,
“when ‘the copulating feafon is over, the
fawns return to their does, and remain with
them fome time Inngﬁ:r after which, they
“quit' them entirely, in order to begin an
dndepﬂndént family of their own. The fe-
‘male goes with young but five months and
an half; which dlone ferves to diftinguith
‘this animal from all others of the deer kind,
that continue pregnant more than eight.  In
this refpet, fhe rather approaches more
Au:*nlv to the goat kind; from which, how-
3 ever,
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ever, this race is feparated by the male’s an-
nual cafting its horns.

When the female is ready to bring forth,
the fecks a retreat in the thickeft part of the
woods, being not lefs apprehenfive of the
buck, from whom the then {eparates, than
of the wolf, the wild cat, and almoft every
ravening animal of the foreft; f{he general-
ly produces two at a time, and three but
very rarely, In about ten or twelve days
thefe are able to follow their dam; except
in cafes of warm purfuit, when their ftrength
is not equal to the fatigue. Upon fuch oc-
cafions, the tendernefs of the dam is very
extraordinary ; leaving them in the deepeft
thickets, the offers herfelf to the danger, flies
before the hounds, and does all in her pow-
er to lead them from the retreat where fhe
has lodged her little ones. Such animals as
are nearly upon her own level the boldly
encounters ; attacks the flag, the wild cat,
and even the wolf; and while fhe has life
continues her efforts to protect her young.
Yet all her endeavours are often vain ; about
the month of May, which is her fawning
time, there is a greater deftruction among
thofc animals than at any other feafon of
the year. Numbers of the fawns are taken
alive by the peafants; numbers are found
out, and worried by the dogs; and full

more
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more by the wolf, which has always been
their moft inveterate enemy. By thefe con-
tinual depredations upon this beautiful crea-
ture, the roe-buck is every day becoming
fearcer; and the whole race in many coun-
tries is-wholly worn out. They were once
common in England; the huntimen, who
charadterifed only fuch beaftsas they knew,
have given names to the different kinds and
ages, as to the ftag: thus they called it the
firft year an bind;  the fecond, a gyrle; and
the third, an bemufe; but thefe names at
~prefent are utterly ufelefs, fince the animal
no longer exifts among us. Even in France;,
where it was once extremely common, it is
now confined to a few provinces; and it is
probable that in an age or two the whole
breed will be utterly extirpated. Mr. Buf-
fon, indeed, obferves, that in thofe diftricts
where it 15 moftly found, it feems to main-
tain its ufual plenty, and that the balance
between its deftruction and encreafe is held
pretty even ; however, the number in gene-
ral is kfiown to decreafe; for wherever cul-
tivation takes place; the beafts of nature are
ktiown to retire. Many animals that once
flourithed in the world may now be extinét;
and the defcriptions of Ariftotle and Pliny,
though taken from life, may be confidered
as fabulous, ds their archetypes are no
longer exiiting. |

The
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The fawns continue to follow the deer
eight or nine months in all ; and upon fepa-
rating, their horns begin to appear, fimple
and without antlers the firft year, as in thofe
of the ftag kind *. Thefe they fhed at the
latter end of autumn, and renew during the
‘winter; differng in this from the flag, who
fheds them in fpring and renews them in
fummer. When the roe-buck’s head is com-
pletely furnithed; it rubs the horns againit
trees in the manner of the ftag, and thus
firips them of the rough fkin and the blood-
veflels, which no longer contribute to their
nourifhment and growth. When thefe fall,
and new ones begin to appear, the roe-buck
does not tetire as the ftag to the covert of
the wood, but continues its ufual haunts,
only keeping down its head to avoid firiking
its hornis againft the branches of trees, the
pain of which it feems to feel with exquifite
fenfibility. 'The ftag, who fheds his horns
in fummer, is obliged to feek a retreat from
the flies, that at that time greatly incom-
mode him; but the roe-buck, who fheds
them 1n winter, is under no fuch neceflity ;
and, confequently, does not {eparate from
its little family, but keeps with the female
all the year round 1.

* Buffon, vol. xii. p. 88. t Buffon, ibid.
As
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As the growth of the roe-buck, and its
arrival at maturity, is much fpeedier than
that of the flag, fo its life is proportionably
fhorter. It feldom is found to extend above
twelve or fifteen years; and if kept tame it
does not live above fix or feven. It is an
animal of a very delicate conftitution, re-
quiring variety of food, air, and exercife.
It muft be paired with a female, and kept in
a park of at leaft an hundred acres. They
may eafily be {fubdued, but never thoroughly
tamed. No arts can teach them to be familiar
with the feeder, much lefs attached to him.
They {till preferve a part of their natural
wildnefs, and are {fubjet to terrors without
a caufe. ‘They fometimes, in attempting
to efcape, firike themfelves with fuch force
againft the walls of their inclofure, that they
break their limbs, and become utterly dif-
abled. Whatever care is taken to tame them,
they are never entirely to be relied on, as
they have capricious fits of fiercenefs, and
fometimes firike at thofe they diflike with
a degree of force that is very dangerous,

The cry of the roe-buck is neither fo loud
nor {0 frequent as that of the ftag. The
young ones have a particular method of call-
ing to the dam, which the hunters eafily
imitate, and often thus allure the female to
her deftruétion.  Upon fome occafions alfo

thev
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they become in a manner intoxicated with
their food, which, during the {pring, is faid
to ferment in their ftomachs, and they are
then very ecafily taken. In fummer they
keep clofe under covert of the foreft, and
feldom venture out, except in violent heats,
to drink at fome river or fountain. In ge-
neral, however, they are contented to flake
their thirft with the dew that falls on the
grafs and the leaves of trees, and feldom
rifque their fafety to fatisfy their appetite.
They delight chiefly in hilly grounds, pre-
ferring the tender branches and buds of trees
to corn, or other vegetables; and it is uni-
verfally allowed that the fleth of thofe be-
tween one and two years old is the greateft
delicacy that is known. Perhaps alfo, the
fcarcenefs of it enhances its flavour,

In America this animal is much more com-
mon than in Europe. With us there are
but two known varieties; the red, which is
the larger fort ; and the brown, with a {pot
behind, which is lefs. But in the new con-
tinent the breed is extremely numerous, and
the varieties in equal proportion. In Loui-
fiana, where they are extremely common,
they are much larger than in Europe, and
the inhabitants live in a great meafure upon
its fleth, which tafles like mutton when
well fatted. 'They are found alfo in Brazil,

where
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where they have the name of Cuguacu
- Apara, only differing from ours in fome flight
deviations in the horns. 'This animal is alfo
faid to be common in China; although fuch
as have defcribed it feem to confound it with
the mufk-goat, which is of a quite d}ﬁ'erent
nature,

[ £ 706 - S - 8

WE have hitherto been defcribing mi-
nutc animals in comparifon of the Elk; the
fize of which, from concurrent teftimony,
appears to be equal to that of the elephant
itfelf. It is an animal rather of the buck
than the ftag kind, as its horns are flatted
‘towards the top; but it is far beyond both in
ftature, fome of them being known to be
above ten feet high. It is a native both of
the old and new continent, being known in
Europe under the name of the Elk, and in
America by that of the Moofe-deer. It is
fometimes taken in the German and Ruffian
forefls, although feldom appearing; but it
is extremely common in North America,
where the natives purfue, and track it.in the
fnow. The accounts of this animal are ex-
tremely various; fome defcribing it as being
no higherthan an horfe, and others a,bf:rve
twelve feet high,

As
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As the ftature of this creature makes its
chief peculiarity, fo it were to be withed
that we could come to fome precifion upon
that head. If we were to judge of its fize
by the horns, which are fometimes fortui-
toufly dug up in many parts of Ireland, we
thould not be much amifs in afcribing: them
to an animal at leaft ten feet high. One of
thefe I have feen, which was ten feet nine
inches from one tip to the other. From fuch
dimenfions, it is eafy to perceive that it re-
quired an animal far beyond the fize of an
horfe to fupport them. To bear an head
with fuch extenfive and heavy antlers, re-
quired no fmall degree of ftrength; and
without all doubt the bulk of the body muft
have been proportionable to the fize of the
horns, 1 remember, fome years ago, to
have feen a {mall moofe-deer, which was
brought from America, by a gentleman of
Treland ; it was about the fize of an horfe,
and the horns were very little larger than
thofe of a common fiag: this, thercfore,
ferves to prove that the horns bear an exa&
proportion to the animal’s fize; the {mall
elk has but {mall horns ; whercas thofe enor-
mous ones, which we have delcribed above,
muft have belonged to a proportionable crea-
ture, In all the more noble animals, nature
obferves a perfet fymmetry ; and it is not
to be fuppofed fhe fails in this fingle in-

ftance,



i42 ANIMALS OF THE

ftance. We have no reafon, therefore; to
doubt the accounts of Jocelyn and Dudley,
who aftirm, that they have been found four-
teen fpans ; which, at nineinches to a fpan,
makes the animal almoft eleven feet high.
Others have extended their accounts to
twelve and fourteen feet, which makes this
creature one of the moft formidable of the
foreft.

There is but very little difference between
the European elk, and the American moofe-
deer, as they are but varieties of the fame
animal. It may be rather larger in Ainerica
than with us; as in the foreft of that un-
peopled country, it receives lefs difturbance
than in our own. In all places, however,
it is timorous and gentle; content with its
paflure, and never willing to difturb any
other animal, when fupplied itfelf.

The European elk grows to above feven or
eight feet high. In the year 1742, there was
a female of this animal thewn at Paris, which
was caught in a foreft of Red Ruffia, belong-
ing to the Cham of Tartary *; it was then
but young, and 1ts height was even at that
time fix feet feven inches; but the defcriber
obferves, that it has {ince become much taller
and thicker, fo that we may f{uppofe this fe-

* Di&ionnaire Raifonrée des Animaux. An. Nom Elan.
male
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male at leaft feven feet high. There have
been no late opportunities of feeing the
male ; but, by the rule of proportion, we
may eftimate his {ize at eight or nine feet at
the leaft, which is about twice as high asan
ordinary horfe. 'The height, however, of
the female, which was meafured, was but
{ix feet feven inches, Paris meafure ; or al-
moft {feven Englifh feet high. It was ten feet
from the tip of the nofe to the infertion of
the tail; and eight feet round the body.
The hair was very long and coarfe, like that
of a wild boar. 'The ears refembled thofe of
a mule, and were a foot and an half long,
‘The upper jaw was longer, by f{ix inches,
than the lower; and, like other ruminating
animals, it had no teeth (cutting teeth I fup-
pofe the defcriber means). It had a large
beard under the throat, like a goat; and in
the middle of the forehead, between the
horns, there was a bone as large as an egg.
The noftrils were four inches long on cach
{ide of the mouth. It made ufe of its fore
feet, as a defence againtt its enemies. Thofe
who fhewed it, afferted, that it ran with
aftonithing {wiftnefs ; that it {wam alfo with
equal expedition, and was very fond of the
water. 'They gaveit thirty pounds of bread
cvery day, befide hay, and it drank eight

buckets
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buckets of water. It was tame and familiar,
and fubmiffive enough to its keeper.

This defeription differs in many circum-
flances from that which we have of the
moofe, or American elk, which the French
czall the Original. Of thefe there are two
kinds, the common light grey moofe, which
is not very large ; and the black moofe, which
grows to an enormous height. Mr. Dudley
obferves, that a doe or hind of the black
moofe kind, of the fourth year, wanted but
an inch of feven feet gh. All, howewver,
of both kinds, have flat palmated horns, not
unlike the fallow-deer, only that the palm
i much larger, having a thort trunk at the
head, and then immediately fpreading above
a foot broad, with a kind of fmall antlers,
like teeth, on one of the edges. In this
particular, all of the elk kind agree; aswell
the European Elk, asthe grey and the black
moofe-deer.

The grey moofe deer is about the fize of
an horfe; and although it has large but-
tocks, its tail is not above an inch long.
As in all of this kind the upper lip is much
longer than the under, it is faid that they
continue to ,go backward as they feed.
Their noftrils are fo large that a man may
thruft his hand in a confiderable way; and

“their
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their horns are as long as thofe of a ftag, but,
as was obferved, much broader.

The black moofe is the enormous animal
mentioned above, from eight to twelve feet
high.  Joffeleyn, who is the firft Englith
writer that mentions it, fays, that it is a
goodly creature, twelve feet high, with ex-
ceeding fair horns, that have broad palms,
two fathoms from the top of one horn to
another., He aflures us, that it 1s a crea-
ture, or rather a monfter of fuperfluity, and
many times bigger than an Englith ox. 'This
account is confirmed by Dudley; but he
does not give {fo great an expanfion to the
horns, meafuring them only thirty-one
inches between one tip and the other: how-
ever, that fuch an extraordinary animal as
Joffeleyn defcribes, has actually exifted, we
can make no manner of doubt of, fince
there are horns common enough to be feen
among us, twelve feet from one tip to the
other.

Thefe animals delight in cold countries,
feeding upon grafs in fummer, and the bark
of trees in winter, When the whole coun-
try is deeply covered with fnow, the moofe-
deer herd together under the tall pine-trees,
{trip off the bark, and remain in that part
of the foreft while it yields them fubfiftence.
It 1s at that time that the natives prepare to

Vou. IIL el hunt
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hunt them; and particularly when the fun
begins to melt the fnow by day, which is
frozen again at night; for then the icy cruft
which covers the furface of the fnow, 1s too
weak to fupport fo great a bulk, and only
retards the animal’s motion. When the In-
dians, therfore, perceive an herd of thefe at
a diftance, they immediately prepare for
their purfuit, which is not, as with us, the
{port of an hour, but is attended with toil,
difficulty, and danger*, 'The timorous ani-
mal no fooner obferves its enemies approach,
than it immediately endeavours to efcape,
but finks at every ftep it takes. Still, how-
ever, it purfues its way through a thoufand
obftacles: the fnow, which is ufually four
feet deep, yields to its weight, and embar-
raffes its {peed: the fharp ice wounds its
feet ; and its lofty horns are entangled in
the branches of the foreft, as it paffes along.
The trees, however, are broken down with
eafe ; and wherever the moofe-deer runs, it
is perceived by the fnapping off the bran-
ches of the trees, as thick as a man’s thigh,
with its horns. 'The chace lafts in thissman-
ner for the whole day ; and fometimes it has
been known to continue for two, nay three
days together ; for the purfuers are often not
lefs excited by famine, than the purfued by

* Phil. Tranf. vol. ii. p. 436.
' fear.
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fear. 'Their perfeverance, however, gene-
rally fucceeds; and the Indian who firft
comes near enough, darts his lance, with
unerring aim, which fticks in the poor ani-
mal, and at firft encreafes its efforts to ef-
cape. In this manner the moofe trots hea-
vily on, (for that is its ufual pace) till its
purfuers once more come up, and repeat
their blow : upon this, it again {fummons up
{ufficient vigour to get an head; but, at
laft, quite tired, and fpent with lofs of blood,
it finks, as the defcriber exprefles it, like a
ruined building, and makes the earth thake
beneath its fall.

This animal, when killed, is a very valua-
ble acquifition to the hunters, The fleth is
very well tafted, and faid to be very nou-
rithing. The hide is ftrong, and fo thick
that it has been often known to turn a muf-
ket-ball; however, it is foft and pliable, and,
when tanned, the leather is extremely light,
yet very lafting. The fur is a light grey in
fome, and blackith in others; and when
viewed through a microfcope, appears {pon-
gy like a bulrufh, and is {fmaller at the roots
and points than in the middle; for this rea-
fon, it lies very flat and {mooth, and though
beaten or abufed ever fo much, it always
returns to its former ftate. 'The horns alfo

L2 are
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are not lefs ufeful, being applied to all the
purpofes for which hartthorn is beneficial :
thefe are different in different animals; in
fome they refemble entirely thofe of the Eu-
ropean elk, which fpread into a broad palm,
with {mall antlers on one of the edges; in
others they have a branched brow-antler
between the bur and the palm, which the
German elk has not; and in this they entire-
ly agree with thofe whofe horns are fo fre-
quently dug up in Ireland. This animal is
{aid to be troubled with the epileply, as it is
often found to fall down when purfued, and
thus become an eafier prey; for this reafon,
an imaginary virtue has been afcribed to the
hinder hoof, which {fome have fuppofed to
be a {pecific againft all epileptic diforders.
This, however, may be confidered as a vul-
gar error; as well as that of its curing itfelf
of this diforder by applying the hinder hoof
behind the ear, After all, this animal is but
but very indifferently and confufedly defcrib-
ed by travellers ; each mixing his account
with fomething falfe or trivial ; often miftak-
ing fome other quadrupede for the elk, and
confounding its hiftory, 'Thus fome have
miftaken it for the rein-deer, which in every
thing but fize it greatly refembles; fome
have fuppofed it to be the fame with the
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Tapurette *, from which it entirely differs ;
fome have defcribed it as the common red
American ftag, which fcarcely differs from
our own ; and, laftly, fome have confound-
ed it with the Bubalus, which is more pro-
perly a gazelle of Africa 1.

THE REIN-DEER

O F all animals of the deer kind, the
Rein-Deer is the moft extraordinary and the
moft ufeful. It is a native of the icy regions
of the north; and though many attempts
have been made to accuftom i1t to a more
fouthern climate, it fhortly feels the influ-
ence of the change, and in a few months
declines and dies. Nature feems to have
fitted it entirely to anfwer the neceffities of
that hardy race of mankind that live near
the pole. As thefe would find it impofiible
to fubfift among their barren fnowy. moun-
tains without its aid, fo this animal can
live only there, where its affiftance is moft ab-
folutely neceflary. From it alone the natives
of Lapland and Greenland fupply moft of
their wants; it anfwers the purpofes of an
horfe, to convey them and their fcanty fur-
niture from one mountain to another; it

¥ Condamine. + Dapper’s Defcription de I’ Afrique, p. 17,
anfwers,
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anfwers the purpofes of a cow, in giving
milk; and it anfwers the purpofes of the
fheep, in furnithing them with a warm,
though an homely kind of cloathing. From
this quadrupede alone, therefore, they re-
ceive as many advantages as we derive from
three of our moft ufeful creatures; fo that
Providence does notleave thefe poor outcafts
entirely deftitute, but gives them a faithful
domeflic, more patient and ferviceable than
any other in nature.

'The rein-deer refembles the American elk
in the fathion of its horns. It is not eafy in
words to defcribe thefe minute differences;
nor will the reader, perhaps, have a diftin&
idea of the fimilitude, when told that both
have brow-antlers, very large, and hang-
ing over their eyes, palmated towards the
top, and bending forward, like a bow,
But here the fimilitude between thefe two
animals ends ; for, as the elk is much larger
than the ftag, fo the rein-deer is much fmall-
er. It is lower and ftronger built than the
ftag; its legs are fhorter and thicker, and
its hoofs much breader than in that animal ;
its hair 18 much thicker and warmer, its
horns much larger in proportion, and branch-
ing forward over its eyes; itsears are much
larger; its pace is rather a trot than a bound-
ing, and this it can continue for a whole

| day ;
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day ; its hoofs are cloven and moveable, fo
that it {preads them abroad as it goes, to
prevent its {inking in the fnow., When it
proceeds on a journey, it lays its great horns
on its back, while there are two branches
which always hang over its forehead, and
almoft cover its face, One thing feems pe-
culiar to this animal and the elk; which is,
that as they move along, their hoofs are
heard to crack with a pretty loud noife.
This arifes from their manner of treading;
for as they reft upon their cloven hoof, it
{preads on the ground, and the twodivifions
feparate from each other; but when they
lift it, the divifions clofe again, and firike
agaift each other with a crack. The female
alfo of the rein-deer has horns as well as
the male, by which the fpecies is diftinguifh-
ed from all other animals of the deer kind
whatfoever.

When the rein-deer firft thed their coat of
hair, they are brown; but, in proportion as
fummer approaches, their hair begins to grow
whitifh ; until, at laft, they are nearly grey *.
They are, however, always black about the
eyes. 'The neck has long hair, hanging

* For the greateft part of this defcripuion of the Rein-Deer,
I am obliged to Mr. Hoffberg ; upon whofe authority,
being a native of Sweden, and an experienced naturalift,
we may copfidently rely.

down,
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down, and coarfer than upon any other part
of the body. The feet, juft at the infertion
of the hoof, are furrounded with a ring of
white. ‘The hair in general ftands {o thick
over the whole body, that if one thould at-
tempt to feparate it, the {kin will no where
appear uncovered : whenever it falls alfo, it
is not feen to drop from the root, as in other
quadrupedes, but feems broken fhort near
the bottom ; fo that the lower part of the
hair is feen grc:wmg, while the upper falls
away.

'The horns of the female are made like
thofe of the male, except that they are
{maller and lefs branching. As in the reft
of the deer kind, they {prout from the
points; and alfo from the beginning, are
furnithed with an hairy cruft, whick fup-
ports the blood-veflels, of moft exquifite
fenfibilty. The rein-deer fhed their hors,
after rutting-time, at the latter end of Novem-
ber ; and they are not completely furnithed
again till towards autumn. 'The female al-
ways retains hers till fthe brings forth, and
then fheds them, about the beginning of
November, If fhe be barren, however,
which is not frequently the cafe, the does
not thed them till winter. 'The caftration of
the rein-deer does not prevent the fhedding of
their horns: thofe which are the ftrongeft,

caft
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caft them early in winter; thofe which are
more weakly, not fo foon, 'Thus, from all
thefe circuamftances, we fee how greatly this
animal differs from the common ftag. The
female of the rein-deer has horns, which
the hind 1s never feen to have; the rein-
deer, when caftrated, renews it horns, which
we are affured the ftag never does: it differs
not lefs in its habits and manner of living,
being tame, fubmiffive, and patient; while

the ftag 1s wild, capricious, and nunmanagea-
ble.

The rein-deer, as was faid, is naturally an
inhabitant of the countries bordering on the
arctic circle. It is not unknown to the na-
tives of Siberia. 'The North Americans alfo
hunt it, under the name of the caribou. But
in Lapland, this animal is converted to the
utmoft advantage; and fome herdfmen of
that country are known to poflefs above a
thoufand in a fingle herd.

Lapland is divided into two diftrills, the
mountainous and the woody. The moun-
tainous part of the country is at beft barren
and bleak, and exceflively cold, and unin-
habitable during the winter; fill, how-
cver, it is the moft defireable part of this
frightful region, and is moft thickly peopled
during the fummer. The natives generally
refide on the declivity of the mountains,
three or four cottages together, and lead a

chearful
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chearful and a focial life. Upon the ap-
proach of winter, they are obliged to migrate
into the plains below, each bringing down
his whole herd, which often amounts to
more than a thoufand, and leading them
where the pafture is in greateft plenty. The
woody part of the country is much more de-
folate and hideous. The whole face of na-
ture there prefents a frightful {cene of trees
without fruit, and plamns without verdure,
As far as the eye can reach, nothing is to be
feen, even in the midft of fummer, but
barren fields, covered only with a mofs,
almoft as white as fhow; no grafs, no
flowery landfcapes, only here and there a
pine-tree, which may have efcaped the fre-
quent  conflagrations by which the natives
burn down their forefts. But what is very
extraordinary, as the whole furface of the
country is cloathed in white, fo, on the con-
trary, the forefts feem to the laft degree dark
and gloomy. While one kind of mofs
makes the fields look as if they were cover-
ed with fnow, another kind blackens over
all the trees, and even hides their verdure,
This mofs, however, which deforms the
country, ferves for its only fupport, as up-
on it alone the rein-deer can fubfift. The
inhabitants, who, during the fummer, lived

among
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the mountains, drive down their herds in
winter, and people the plains and the woods
below. Such of the Laplanders as inhabit
the woods and the plains all the year round,
live remote from each other, and having
been ufed to folitude, are melancholy, 1g-
norant, and helplefs. They are much poor-
er alfo than the mountaineers, for, while
one of thofe is found to pofifefs a thoufand
rein-deer at a time, none of thefe are ever
known to rear the tenth part of that number.
The rein-deer makes the riches of this peo-
ple; and the cold mountainy parts of the
country agree beft with its conftitution.
It is for this reafon, therefore, that the
mountains of Lapland are preferred to the
woods ; and that many claim an exclufive
right to the tops of hills, covered in almoft
eternal {now, _

As foon as the fummer begins to appear,
the Laplander who had fed his rein-deer
upon the lower grounds, during the winter,
then drives them up to the mountains, and
leaves the woody country, and the low
pafture, which at that feafon are truly de-
plorable. 'The gnats bred by the fun’s
heat, in the marfhy bottoms, and the weedy
lakes, with which the country abounds
more than any other part of the world, are
all upon the wing, and fill the whole air,

like
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like clouds of duft in a dry windy day.
The inhabitants, at that time, are obliged
to daub their faces with pitch, mixed with
milk, to fhield their {kins from ther depre-
dations. All places are then fo greatly in-
fefted, that the poor natives can fcarce open
their mouths without fear of fuffocation ;
the infe@ls enter, from their numbers and
minutenefs, into the noftrils and the eyes,
and do not leave the {ufferer a moment at
his eafe. But they are chiefly enemies to
the rein-deer : the horns of that animal being
then in their tender ftate, and pofiefled of
extreme fenfibility, a famifhed cloud of in-
{fe€@s inftantly fettle upon them, and drive
the poor animal almoft to diftration. In
this extremity, there are but two remedies,
to which the quadrupede, as well as its
mafter, are obliged to have recourfe. The
one is, for both to take fhelter near their
cottage, where a large fire of tree mofs is
prepared, which filling the whole place with
finoke, keeps off the gnat, and thus, by one
inconvenience, expels a greater ; the other is,
to afcend to the higheft fummit of the moun-
tains, where the air 18 too thin, and the
weather too cold, for the gnats to come.
There the rein-deer are feen to continue the
whole day, although without food, rather
than to venture down into the lower parts,

where
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where they can have no defence againft their
unceafing perfecutors.

Befides the gnat, there is alfo a gadfly,
that during the fummer feafon, is no lefs
formidable to them. 'This infe& is bred
under their fkins, where the egg has been
depofited the preceding fummer; and it is no
{fooner produced as a fly, than it again en-
deavours to depofite its eggs in fome place
fimilar to that from whence it came. When-
ever, therefore, it appears flying over an
herd Jof rein-deer, it puts the whole body,
how numerous foever, into motion; they
know their enemy, and do all they can, by
tofling their horns, and running among each
other, to terrify or avoid it. All their en-
deavours, however, are too generally with-
out effect ; the gadfly is feen to depofite its
eggs, which burrowing under the {kin,
wound it in feveral places, and often bring
on an incurable diforder.

In the morning, therefore, as foon as the
Lapland herdfman drives his deer to pafture,
his greateft care is to keep them from fcaling
the fummits of the mountains where there is
no food, but where they go merely to be at
eafe from the gnats and gadflies that are
ever annoying them. At this time, there is
a ftrong conteft between the dogs and the
deer; the one endeavouring to climb up

againft
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againt the fide of the hill, and to gain thofe
fummits that are covered in eternal fhows ;
the other, forcing them down, by barking
and threatening, and, in a manner, com-
pelling them into the places where their food
is in the greateft plenty. 'There the men and
dogs confine them ; guarding them with the
utmoft precaution the whole day, and
driving them home at the proper {eafons for
milking.

The female brings forth in the middle of
May, and gives milk till about the middle of
O&ober, Every morning and evening,
duriig the fummer, the herd{man returns to
the cottage with his deer to be milked,
where the women previoufly have kindled
up a {moky fire, which effeGtually drives off
the gnats, and keeps the rein-deer quiet
while milking., The female furnithes about
a pint, which, though thinner than that of
the cow, is, neverthelefs, {fweeter and more
nourithing. 'This done, the herd{fman drives
them back to pafture; as he neither folds
nor houfes them, neither provides for their
fubfiftence during the winter, nor improves
-their pafture by cultivation.

Upon the return of winter, when the
gnats and flies are no longer to be feared, the
Laplander défcends into the lower grounds;

and,
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and, as there are but few to difpute the
pofleflion of that defolate country, he has
an extenfive range to feed them in. Their
chief and almoft their only food at that time,
is the white mofs already mentioned ; which,
from its being fed upon by this animal, ob-
tains, the name of the /ichen rangiferinus.
This 1s of two kinds: the woody lichen,
which covers almoft all the defert parts of
the country like fnow ; the other is black,
and covers the branches of the trees in very
great quantities. However unpleafing thefe
may be to the fpetator, the native efteems
them as one of his choiceft benefits, and the
moft indulgent gift of nature. While his
fields are cloathed with mofs, he envies
neither the fertility nor the verdure of the
more fouthern landfcape ; dreflfed up warmly
in his deer-fkin cloaths, he drives his herds
along the defert; fearlefs and at eafe, igno-
rant of any higher luxury than what their
milk. and {moak-dried fleth afford him.
Hardened to the climate, he fleeps in the
midft of ice; or awaking, dozes away his
time with tobacco; while his faithful dogs
fupply his place, and keep the herd from
wandering. ‘The deer, in the mean time,
with inftinéts adapted to the foil, purfue
their food, though covered in the deepeft

fnow, They turn it up with their nofes,
like
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like fwine; and even though its furface be
frozen and ftiff, yet the hide is {fo hardened
in that part, that they eafily overcome the
difficulty. It fometimes, however, happens,
though but rarely, thatthe winter commen-
ces with rain, and a froft enfning, covers
the whole country with a glazed cruft of ice.
Then, indeed, both the rein-deer and the
Laplander are undone; they have no pro-
vifions laid up in cafe of accident, and the
only refource is to cut down the large pine-
trees, that are covered with mofs, which
furnithes but a {fcanty fupply; fo that the
greateft part of the herd is then feen to
perith, without a poflibility of affiftance, It
fometimes alfo happens, that even this fup-
ply is wanting; for the Laplander often
burns down his woods, in order to improve
and fertiliz¢ the foil which produces the
mofs, upon which he feeds his cattle.

In this manner the paftoral life is ftill con-
tinued near the pole; neither the coldnefs
of the winter, nor the length of the nights,
neither the wildnefs of the foreft, nor the
vagrant difpofition of the herd, interrupt
the even tenour of the Laplander’slife. By
night and day he is feen attending his fa-
vourite cattle, and remains unaffeCted, in
a feafon ‘which would be fpeedy death to
thofe bred up in a milder climate, He gives

' himfelf
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himfelf no uneafinefs to houfe his herds, or
to provide a winter {ubfiftence for them; he
is at the trouble ncither of manuring his
grounds, nor bringing in his harvefts; he is
not the hireling of another’s luxury; all his
labours are to obviate the neceflities of his
own fituation ; and thefe he undergoes with
chearfulnefs, as he is fure to enjoy the
fruits of his own induftry. If, therefore,
we compare the Laplander with the peafant
of more fouthern climates, we fthall have
little reafon to pity his fituation; the cli-
mate 1 which he lives 1s rather terrible to
us than to him; and, as for the reft, he
is blefled with liberty, plenty, and eafe.
The rein-deer alone fupplies him with all
the wants of life, and fome of the conve-
niencies, ferving to thew how many advan-
tages nature is capable of fupplying, when
neceflity gives the call. ‘Thus, the poor lit-
tle, helplefs native, who was originally, per-
haps, driven by fear or famine into thofe
inhofpitable climates, would feem, at firft
view, to be the moft wretched of mankind:
butitis far otherwife, he looks round among
the few wild animals that this barren country
can maintain, and fingles out one from
among them, and that of a kind which the
reft of mankind have not thought worth
taking from a flate of nature; this he cul-

Vour, III. M tivates,
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tivates, propagates, and multiplies, and from
this alone derives every comfort that can
foften the feverity of his fituation.

The rein-deer of this country are of two
kinds, the wild and the tame. The wild
are larger and ftronger, but more mifchie-
vous than the others. Their breed, how-
ever, 1s preferred to that of the tame; and
the female of the latter i1s often fent into
the woods, from whence fhe returns home
impregnated by one of the wild kind.
Thefe are {itter for drawing the fledge, to
which the Laplander accuftoms them be-
times, and yoaks them to it by a firap, which
goes round the neck, and comes down be-
tween their legs. 'The fledge is extremely
light, and fhod at the bottom, with the {kin
of ayoung deer, the hair turned to {lide on
the frozen fnow. The perfon who fits on
this guides the animal with a cord, faftened
round the horns, and encourages it to pro-
ceed with his voice, and drives it with a goad.
Some of the wild breed, though by far the
firongeft, are yet found refractory, and often
turn upon their drivers; who have then no
other refource but to cover themfelves with
their fledge, and let the animal vent its fury
upon that. But it 1s otherwife with thofe
that are tame; no creature can be more
aQlive, patient, and willing : when hard

pufhed,
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pufhed, they will trot nine or ten Swedifh
miles, or between fifty and fixty Englifh
miles, at one ftretch. But, in fuch a cafe,
the poor obedient creature fatigues itfelf to
death ; and, if not prevented by the Lap-
lander, who Kkills it immediately, it will die
a day or two after. In general, they can go
about thirty miles without halting, and this
without any great or dangerous efforts. 'This,
which is the only manner of travelling in
that country, can be performed only in
winter, when the {now is glazed over with
ice: and although it be a very {peedy me-
thod of conveyance, yet it is inconvenient,
dangerous, and troublefome.

In order to make thefe animals more obe-
dient, and more generally ferviceable, they
caftrate them; which operation the Lap-
landers perform with their teeth; thefe be-
come fooner fat when taken from labour;
and they are found to be ftronger in draw-
ing the fledge. 'There is ufually one male
left entire for every fix females; thefe are
in rut from the Feaft of St. Matthew to about
Michaelmas. At this time, their horns are
thoroughly burnifthed, and their battles
among each other are fierce and obftinate,
'Thé females do not begin to breed till they
are two years old; and then they continue
regularly breeding every year till they are

M 2 fuper-
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fuperannuated. ‘They go with young above
eight months, and generally bring forth two
at a time. The fondnefs of the dam for
her young is very remarkable ; it often hap-
pens that when they are {eparated from her,
the will return from pafture, keep calling
round the cottage for them, and will not
defift until, dead or alive, they are brought
and laid at her feet. 'They are at firft of a
light brown; but they become darker with
age; and at laft the old ones are of a brown
almoft approaching to blacknefs. The young
follow the dam for two or three years; but
they do not acquire their full growth until
four. 'They are then broke in, and managed
for drawing the fledge; and they continue
ferviceable for four or five years longer.

hey never live above fifteen or fixteen
years ; -and, when they arrive at the proper
age, the Laplander generally kills them for
the fake of their fkins and their fleth. ‘This
he performs by ftriking them on the back of
the neck, with his knife, into the {pinal
marrow ; upon which they inftantly fall,
and he then cuts the arteries that lead to the
heart, and lets the blood difcharge itfelf into
the cavity of the breaft.

There is {carce any part of this animal
that is not converted to its peculiar ufes. As
foon as it begins to grow old, and fome

time
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time before the rut, it is killed, and the
fleth dried in the air. It is alfo fometimes
hardened with fmoke, and laid up for tra-
velling provifion, when the natives migrate
from one part of the country to another.
During the winter, the rein-deer are flaugh-
tered as fheﬁp with us; and every four per-
fons in the family are allﬂwed one rein-deer
for their week’s fubfiftence. In fpring,
they fpare the herd as much as they can, and
live upon frefh fith, - In fummer, the milk
and curd of the rein-deer make their chief
provifion; and, inautumn, they live wholly
upon fowls, which they kill with a crofs-
bow, or catch in {pringes. Nor is this {o
{canty an allowance; fince, at that time,
the fea-fowls come in fuch abundance that
their ponds and fprings are covered over,
Thefe are not fo thy as with us, but yield
themfelves an eafy prey. ‘They are chiefly
allured to thofe places by the fwarms of gnats
which infeft the country during fum-
mer, and now repay the former inconveni-
encies, by inviting fuch numbers of birds as
fupply the natives with food a fourth part of
the year, 1n great abundance.

The milk, when newly taken, is warmed
in a cauldron, and thickened with ‘rennet,
and then the curd is prefled into cheefes;which
are little and well tafted. Thefe are never

found
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found to breed mites as the cheefe of other
countries, probably becaufe the mite fly is
not to be found in Lapland. The whey
which remains is warmed up again, and be-
comes of a confiftence as if thickened with
the white of eggs. Upon this the Laplan-
ders feed during the fummer; it is pleafant
and well tafted, but not very nourithing.
As to the butter they very {eldom make any,
becaufe the milk affords but a very {mall
quantity, and this, both in tafte and con-
fiftence, is more nearly refembling to fuet.
They never keep their milk till it turns
four; and do not drefs it into the va-
ricty of dithes which the more fouthern
countries are known todo. 'The only deli-
cacy they make from it is with wood forrel,
which being boiled up with it, and eoagulat-
ing, the whole is put into cafks, or deer-fkins;
and kept under ground to be eaten in winter,
The fkin is even a more valuable part of
this animal than either of the former. From
that part of it which covered the head and
feet, they make their ftrong fnow fhees with
the hair on the outfide. Of the other parts
they compofe their garments, which are ex-
tremely warm, and which cover them all
over, The hair of thefe alfo is on the out-
fide ; and they fometimes line them within
with the fur of the Glutton, or fome other
warm
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warm furred animal of that climate. 'Thefe
{kins alfo ferve them for beds, They {pread
them on each fide of the fire, upon the
leaves of the dwarf birch-tree, and in this
manner lie both foft and warm. Many gar-
ments made of the fkin of the rein-deer,
are fold every year to the inhabitants of the
more fouthern parts of Europe; and they
are found fo ferviceable in keeping out the
cold, that even people of the firft rank are
known to wear them,

In fhort, no part of this animal is thrown
away as ufelefs. The blood is preferved in
{mall cafks, to make fauce with the marrow
in {pring. The horns are fold to be con-
verted into glue. 'The {inews are dried, and
divided fo as to make the ftrongeft kind of
fowing thread, not unlike catgut. The
tongues, which are confidered as a great de-
licacy, are dried, and fold into the more
fouthern provinces, The inteftines them-
{elves are wafhed like our tripe, and in high
efteem among the natives. Thus the Lap-
lander finds all his neceflities amply fupplied
from this fingle animal; and he who has a
large herd of thefe animals has no idea of
higher luxury.

- But, although the rein-deer be a very
hardy and vigorous animal, it 1s not without
its difeafes, I have already mentioned the

pain
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pain it feels from the gnat, and the appre-
henfions it is under from the gad-fly. Its
hide is often found pierced in an hundred
places, like a fieve, from this infe@, and not
a few die in their third year, from this very
caufe. 'Their teats alfo are {ubject to crack-
ing, fo that blood comes inftead of milk.
They fometimes take a loathing for their
food ; and, inftead of eating, ftand {lill, and
chew the cud. 'They are alfo troubled with
a vertigo, like the elk, and turn round often
till they die. ‘The Laplander judges of their
ftate by the manner of their turning., If
they turn to the right, he judges their dif-
order but flight ; if they turn to the left, he
deems it incurable, ‘The rein-deer are fub-
je& to ulcers near the hoof, which unquali-
fies them for travelling, or keeping with the
herd. But the moft fatal diforder of all is
that which the natives call the fuddataka,
which attacks this animal at all feafons of
the year. 'The inftant it is feized with this
difeafe 1t begins to breathe with greater diffi-
culty, its eyes begin to ftare, and, its noftrils
to expand. It acquires alfo an unufual de-
gree of ferocity, and attacks all it meets in-
difcriminately.  Still, however, it continues
to feed as if in health, butis not feen tochew
the cud, and it lies down more frequently
than before. In this manner it continues,

every
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every day confuming and growing more lean,
till at laft it dies from mere inanition; and
not one of thofe that are attacked with this
diforder are ever found to recover. Not-
withftanding, itis but very lately known in
that part of the world ; although, during the
laft ten or fifteen years, it has fpoiled whole
provinces of this neceflary creature. It is
contagious ; and the moment the Lapland-
er perceives any of his herd infefted, he
haftens to kill them immediately, before it
{preads any farther. 'When examined inter-
nally, there is a frothy fubftance found in the
brain, and round the lungs: the inteftines
are lax and flabby, and the fpleen is dimi-
nithed almoft to nothing. The Laplander’s
only cure in all thefe diforders, is to anoint
the animal’s back with tar; if this does not
{ucceed, he confiders the difeafe as beyond the
power of art; and, with his natural phlegm,
fubmits to the feverities of fortune.

Befides the internal maladies of this ani-
mal, there are fome external enemies which
it has to fear, The bears now and then
make depredations upon the herd; but of
all their perfecutors, the creature called the
Glutton is the moft dangerous and the moit
fuccefsful. 'The war betwen thefe is carried
on not lefs in Lapland thanin North Ame-
rica, where the rein-deer is called the Cari-

bow,
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bow, and the Glutton the Carcajou. This
animal, which is not above the fize of a
badger, waits whole weeks together for its
prey, hid in the branches of fome {preading
tree ; and when the wild rein-deer, pafles
underneath, it inftantly drops down upon
it, fixing its teeth and claws into the neck,
juft behind the horns. It isin vain that the
wounded animal then flies for proteQion,
that it ruftles among the branches of the
foreft, the Glutton flill holds its former po-
fition; and, although it often lofes a part of
its {kin and fleth, which are rubbed off
againft the trees, yet it flill keeps faft, until
its prey drops with fatigue and lofs of blood.
The deer has but one only method of efcape,
which is by jumping into the water; that
element its enemy cannot endure; for, as
we are told, it quits its hold immediately,
and then thinks only of providing for its
own proper fecurity.

CH AP,
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Cal AP | VL
Of Qmuadrupedes of the Hog Kind.

ANIMALS of the hog kind feem to
unite in themfelves all thofe diftinctions by
which others are feparated. They refemble
thofe of the horfe kind in the number of
their tecth, which in all amount to forty-
four, in the length of their head, and in
having but a fingle ftomach. 'They refemble
the cow kind in their cloven hoofs and the
pofition of their inteftines; and they refem-
ble thofe of the claw-footed kind in their
appetite for flefh, in their not chewing the
cud, and in their numerous progeny. ‘Thus
this fpecies ferves to fill up that chafm
which is found between the carnivorous kinds
and thofe that live upon grafs: being poffefl-
ed of the ravening appetite of the one, and
- the noffenfive nature of the other, We
may confider them, therefore, as of a mid-
dle nature, which we can refer neither to the
rapacious nor the peaceful kinds, and yet par-
taking fomewhat of the nature of both,
Like the rapacious kinds, they are found to
have fhort inteftines ; their hoofs alfo, though
cloven to the fight, will, upon anatomical
infpection, appear to be fupplied with
bones like beafts of prey; and the number

of
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of their teats alfo encreafe the fimilitude:
on the other hand, in a natural ftate they
live upon vegetables, and feldom feek after
animal food, except when urged by neceffity.
They offend no other animal of the foreft at
the fame time that they are furnifhed with
arms to terrify the braveft.

'The Wild Bear, which 1s the original of
all the varieties we find in this creature, 1s
by no means fo ftupid nor fo filthy an animal
as that we have reduced to tamenefs; he is
much fnaller than the tame hog, and does
not vary in his colour as thofe of the do-
meftic kind do, but is alwa}rs found of an
iron grey, inclining to black; his fnout is
much longer than that of the tame hog, and
the ears are fhorter, rounder, and black ; of
which colour are alfo the feet and tail. He
roots the ground in a different manner from
the common hog ; for as this turns up the
earth in little {pots here and there, fo the
wild boar plows it up like a furrow, and
does irreparable damage in the cultivated
lands of the farmer. 'The tufksalfo of this
animal are larger than in the tame breed,
fome of them being {fecn almoft a foot
long*,  Thefe, as is well known, grow
from both the under and upper jaw, bend
upwards circularly, and are exceeding fharp

* Buffon, vol. ix. p. 147.
ai
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at the points. They differ from the tufks of
the elephant in this, that they never fall;
and it is remarkable of all the hog kind,
that they never thed their teeth as other ani-
mals are feen to do. The tufks of the lower
jaw are always the moft to be dreaded, and
are found to give very terrible wounds.

The wild boar can properly be called nei-
thera folitary nor a gregarious animal, 'The
three firft years the whole litter follows the
fow, and the family lives in a herd together.
They are then called beafts of company, and
unite their common forces againft the inva-
{fions of the wolf, or the more formidable
beafts of prey. Upon this their principal
fafety while young depends, for when at-
tacked ‘they give each other mutual affiftance,
calling to each other with a very loud and
fierce note; the ftrongeft face the danger;
they form a ring, and the weakeft fall into
the center. In this pofition few ravenous
beafts dare venture to attack them, but
purfue the chace where there is lefs refiftance
and danger. However, when the wild boar
is come to a flate of maturity, and when
confcious of his own fuperior ftrength, he
then walks the foreft alone, and fearlefs,
At that time he dreads no fingle creature,
nor does he turn out of his way even for

man
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man himfelf, He does not feek danger, and
he does not much feem to avoid it.

This animal is therefore feldom attacked,
but at a difadvantage, either by numbers, or
when found fleeping by moon-light. ‘The
hunting the wild boar is one of the princi-
pal amufements of the nobility in thofe coun-
tries where it is to be found. The dogs
provided for this fport are of the {low hea-
vy kind. 'Thofe ufed for hunting the flag,
or the roe-buck, would be very improper,
as they would too foon come up with their
prey ; and, inftead of a chace, would only fur-
nith out an engagement. A {mall maftiff is
therefore chofen; nor are the hunters much
mindful of the goodnefs of their nofe, as
the wild boar leaves fo ftrong a {fcent, that
it is impofiible for them to miftake its courfe.
They never hunt any but the largeft and the
oldeft, which are known by their tracks.
When the boar 1s rear’d, as is the expreflion
for driving him from his covert, he goes
flowly and uniformly forward, not much
afraid, nor very far before his purfuers. * At
the end of every half mile, or thereabouts,
he turns round, ftops till the hounds come
up, and offers to attack them, Thefe, on
the other hand, knowing their danger, keep
off, and bay him at a diftance. After they
have for a while gazed upon each other,

with
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with mutual animofity, the boar again flow-
ly goes on his courfe, and the dogs renew
their purfuit. In this manner the charge
is {fuftained, and the chace continues till the
boar is quite tired, and refufes to go any
farther. 'The dogs then attempt to clofe in
upon him from behind; thofe which are
young, fierce, and unaccuftomed to the
chace, are generally the foremoft, and often
lofe their lives by their ardour. 'Thofe which
are older and better trained are content to
wait until the hunters come up, who f{trike
at him with their {pears, and, after feveral
blows, difpatch or difable him. The inftant
the animal is killed, they cut off the tefticles
which would otherwife give a taint to the
fleth; and the huntimen celebrate the viGo-
ry with their horns.

The hog, in a natural ftate, is found to
feed chiefly upon roots and vegetables; it
{eldom attacks any other animal, being con-
tent with fuch provifions as it procures with-
out danger. Whatever animal happens to
die in the foreft, or is fo wounded that it
can make no refiftance, becomes a prey to
the hog, who feldom refufes animal food,
how putrid foever, although it is never at
the pains of taking or procuring it alive.
For this reafon, it feems a glutton rather
by accident than choice, content with ve-

getable
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getable food, and only devouring fleth when
prefled by neceffity, and when it happens to
offer. Indeed, if we behold the hog in its
domeftic ftate, it is the moft fordid and
brutal animal in nature*, 'The aukward-
nefs of its form feems to influence its appe-
tites; and all its {enfations are as grofs as its
thapes are unfightly. It feems poffefled only
of an infatiable defire of eating; and feems
to make choice only of what other animals
find the moft offerifive. But we ought to
confider that the hog withwus isin an unna-
tural ftate, and that it is in a manner com-
pelled to feed in this filthy manner from
wanting that proper nourithment which it
finds in the foreft. When in aftate of wild-
nefs, itis of all other quadrupedes the moft
‘delicate in the choice of what vegetables it
{hall feed on, and rejefts a greater number
than any of the reft. 'The cow, for inftance,
as we are aflured by Linneeus, eats two hun-
dred and {eventy-fix plants, and rejeGs two
hundred and eighteen; the goat eats four
hundred and forty-nine, and reje@s an
hundred and twenty-fix ; the fheep eats three
hundred and eighty-feven, and rejeéts an
hundred and forty-one; the horfe eats two
hundred and fixty-two, and reje@s two hun=
dred and twelve; but the hog, more nice
* Buffon, val. ix. p. 14.
in
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in its provifion than any of the former, eats
but feventy-two plants, and rejets an hun-
dred and feventy-one. The indelicacy of
this animal 1s, therefore, rather in our
apprehenfions than in its nature; fince we
find it makes a very diftinguithing choice in
the quality of its food; and if it does not
reje¢t animal putrefaction, 1t may be be-
~caufe it is abridged in that food which
is moft wholefome and agreeable to it
in a ftate of nature. 'This is certain, that
its palate is not infenfible to the differ-
ence of eatables ; for, where it finds variety,
it will reject the worft, with as diftinguifh-
ing a tafte as any other quadrupede what-
foever *. In the orchards of peach-trees
in North America, where the hog has
plenty of delicious food, it is obferved,
that it will rejet the fruit that has lain but
a few hours on the ground, and continue
on the watch whole hours together for a
frefh windfall.

However, the hog is naturally formed in
a more imperfet manner than the other ani-
mals that we have rendered domeftic around
us, lefs ative in its ‘motions, lefs furnifthed
with inftin@ in knowing what to purfue or
avoid. Without attachment, and incapable
of inftru&ion, it continues, while it lives, an

* Biitith Zoology, vel. i. p. 42.

Vou. IIL N ufelefs,
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ufelefs, or rather a rapacious dependant.
'The coarfenefs of its hair, and the thicknefs
of its hide, together with the thick coat of
fat that lies immediately under the fkin,render
it infenfible to blows, or rough ufage. Mice
have been known to burrow in the back of
thefe animals while fattening in the fty ¥,
without their feeming to perceive it. Their
other fenfes feem to be in tolerable perfecti-
on ; they {cent the hounds at a diftance ; and,
as we have feen, they are not infenfible in
the choice of their provifions.

The hog 1s, by nature, ftupid, inactive,
and drowfy; if undifturbed, it would {leep
half its time; but it is frequently awaked
by the calls of appetite, which when it has
fatisfied, it goes to reft again. Its whole
life is thus a round of fleep and gluttony;
and if -{upplied with fufficient food, it foon
grows unfit even for its own exiftence ; its
fleth becomes a greater load than its legs are
able to fupport, and it continues to feed
lying down, or kneeling, an helplefs in-
ftance of indulged fenfuality. The only time
it feems to have paffions of a more ative
mnature, are, when it is incited by venery, or
when the wind blows with any vehemence.
Upon this occafion, itis fo agitated as to run
violently towards its fty, {creaming horribly

* Buffon.

at
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at the fame time, which feems to argue that
it is naturally fond of a warm climate. It
appears alfo to forefee the approach of bad
weather, bringing ftraw to its fty in its
mouth, preparing a bed, and hiding itfelf
from the impending ftorm. Nor 1s 1t lefs
agitated when it hears any of its kind in
diftrefs ; when a hog is caught in a gate, as
is often the cafe, or when it fuffers any of
the ufual domeftic operations of ringing or
{paying, all the reft are then {een to gather
round it, to lend their fruitlefs affiftance,
and to {fympathize with its {fufferings. They
have often alfo been known to gather round
a dog that had teazed them, and kill him
upon the {pot.

Moft of the difeafes of this animal arife
from intemperance ; meafles, impofthurhes,
and fcrophulous fwellings, are reckoned
among the number. It is thought by fome
that they wallow in the mire to deftroy a fort
of loufe or infect that is often found to in-
feft them; however, they are generally
known to live, when fo permitted, to eigh-
teen or twenty years; and the females pro-
duce till the age of fifteen. As they pro-
duce from ten to twenty young at a litter,
-and that twice a year, we may eafily com-
pute how numerous they would fhortly be-
come, if not diminithed by human indufiry.
In the wild ftate they are lefs prolific; and

N 2 the
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the fow of the woods brings forth but once
a year, probably becaufe exhaufted by rearing
up her former numerous progeny.

It would be fuperfluous to dwell longer
upon the nature and qualities of an animal
too well known to need a defcription : there
are few, even in cities, who are unacquainted
with its ufes, its appetites, and way of liv-
ing. 'The arts of fattening, rearing, guard-
ing, and managing hogs, fall more properly
under the cognizance of the farmer than the
naturalift; they make a branch of domeftic
ceconomy, which, properly treated, may be
extended to a great length : but the hiftory
of nature ought always to end where that of
art begins. It will be fuflicient, therefore,
to obferve that the wild boar was formerly
a native of our country, as appears from
the laws of Hoeldda *, the famous Welch le-
giflator, who permitted his grand huntfman
to chafe that animal from the middle of
November to the middle of December.
William the Conqueror alfo punifhed fuch
as were convited of killing the wild boar
in his forefts, with the lofs of their eyes.
" At prefent, the whole wild breed is extinct ;
but no country makes greater ufe of the tame
kinds, as their fleth, which bears falt bet-

* Britith Zoology, vol. 1. p. 44,
ter
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ter than that of any other animal, makes a
principal part of the provifions of the Bri-
tith Navy.

As this animal is a native of almoft every
eountry, there are fome varicties found in
the fpecies. ‘That which we call the Eaft-
India breed, is lower, lefs furnithed with
hair, is ufually black, and has the belly al-
moft touching the ground; it is now com-
mon in England, to fatten more eafily than
the ordinary kinds, and to make better bacon.

There is a remarkable variety of this ani-
mal about Upfat, which is fingle hoofed,
like the horfe ; but in no other refpect dif-
fering from the common kinds. 'The auntho-
rity of Ariftotle, who firft made mention of
this kind, has been often called in queftion ;
fome have afferted, that fuch a quadrupede
never exifted, becaufe it happened not to
fall within the {phere of their own confined
obfervation ; however, at prefent, the ani-
mal 1s too well known to admit of any doubt
concerning it. The hog common in Guinea
differs alfo in fome things from our own:
though fhaped exaltly as ours, it is of a
reddifh colour, with long ears, which end in
a tharp point, and a tail which hangs down
to the paftern; the whole body is covered with
fhort red fhining hair, without any briftles,

+ Amenit, Accad. vol. v. p. 465

but
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but pretty long near the tail. Their fleth 1s
faid to be excellent, and they are very tame.
All thefe, from their near refemblance to
the hog, may be confidered as of the fame
{pecies; the Eaft-Indian hog, we well
lenow, breeds with the common kind; whe-
ther the {fame obtains between it, and thofe
of Upfal and Guinea, we cannot direétly
affirm ; but where the external {imilitude is
fo ftrong, we may be induced to believe,
that the appetites and habits are the fame.
it is true, we are told, that the Guinea
breed will not mix with ours, but keep fe-
parate, and herd only together: however,
this is no proof of their diverfity, fince
every animal will prefer its own likenefs in
its mate; and they will only then mix with
another fort, when deprived of the fociety
of their own. 'Thefe, therefore, we may
confider as all of the hog kind; but there
are other quadrupedes, that, in general, re-
{femble this fpecies, which, neverthelefs, are
very diftint from them, ‘Travellers, in-
deed, from their general form, or from their
habits and way of living, have been con-
tent to call thefe creatures hogs alfo: but
upon a clofer infpeclion, their differences
are found to be fuch as entirely to feparate
the kinds, -and make each a diftin& animal

by itfelf.
T HE
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THE PEGCGCARY, or. TAJACU.

THA'T animal which of all others moft
refembles an hog, and yet is of a formation
very diftin& from it, is called the Peccary,
or Tajacu. Itis a native of America, and
found there, in fuch numbers, that they
are feen in herds of feveral hundreds toge-
ther, grazing among the woods and inoffen-
five, except when offended.

The Peccary at firft view refembles a {mall
hog; the form of its body, the fhape of its
head, the length of its {nout, and the form
of its legs, are entirely alike : however, when
we come to examine it nearer, the differ-
ences begin to appear. The body is not fo
bulky ; its legs not fo long; its briftles much
thicker and ftronger than thofe of the hog,
refembling rather the quills of a porcupine,
than hair; inftead of a tail, it has only got
a little flefhy protuberance, which does not
even cover its pofteriors ; but that which is
{till more extraordinary, and in which it dif-
fers from all other quadrupedes whatfoever,
is, that it has got upon its back a lump re-
fembling the navel in other animals which is
found to feparate a liquor of a very ftrong
fmell. 'The Peccary is the only creature that
has thofe kind of glands which difcharge the

mufky
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mufky fubftance, on that part of its body'
Some have them under the belly, and others
under the tail; but this creature, by a con-
formation peculiar to itfelf, has them on its
back. This lump, or navel, is fituated on
that part of the back which is over the hin-
der legs; it is, in general, o covered with
long briftles, that it cannot be feen, except
they be drawnafide. A {mall {pace then ap-
pears, that is almeft bare, and only befet
with a few fhort fine hairs. In the middle
it rifes like a lump; and in this there isan
orifice, into which one may thruft a common
goofe quill. 'This hole or bag is not above
an inch in depth : and round it, under the
+kin, are {ituated a number of fmall glands,
-which diftil a whitith liquor, which, in colour
and fubftance, refembles that obtained from
the civet animal. Perhaps it was this analogy,
that led Dr, Tyfon to fay, thatit {melt agree-
ably alfo, like that perfume. But this Mr,
Bufton abfolutcly denies; affirming, that
the {mell is at every time, and in every pro-
portion, ftrong and offenfive; and to this I
can add my own teftimony, if that able na-
turalift thould want a voucher.

But, to be more particular in the defcripti-
on of the other parts of this quadrupede ; the

golour of the body is grizly, and befet with
briftles,
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briftles, thicker and ftronger than thofe of a
common hog ; though not near fo thick as
thofe of a porcupine, they refemble, in this
refped, that they are variegated with black
and white rings. 'The belly is almoft bare;
and the thort briftles on the fides, gradually
encreafe in length, as they approach the
ridge of the back, where fome are five in-
ches long. On the head alfo, between the
eafs, there isa large tuft of briftles, that are
chiefly black. ‘The ears are about two inches
and an half long, and ftand upright; and
the eyes refemble thofe of a common hog,
only they are {maller. From the lower cor-
ner of the eye to the fnout, 1s ufually fix
inches; and the fnout itfelf 1s like that of
an hog’s, though it is but {mall. One fide
of the lower lip is generally {mooth, by the
rubbing of the tufk of the upper jaw. The
feet and hoofs are perfectly like thofe of a
common hog; but, as was already obferved,
it hasno tail. 'There are fome anatomical
differences in its internal ftru¢ture, from that
of the common hog. Dr. Tyfon was led
to fuppofe, that it had three ftomachs;
whereas the hog has but one: however, in
this he was deceived, as Mr. Daubenton has
plainly thewn, that the ftomach is only di-
vided by two clofings, which give it the
appearance as if divided into three; and

' there
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there is no conformation that prevents the
food inany part of it, from going or return-
ing to any other.

The peccary may be tamed like the hog,
and has pretty nearly the fame habits and
natural inclinations. It feeds upon the fame
aliments; its fleth, though drier and leaner
than that of the hog, 1s prety good eating;
it is improved by caftration; and, when
killed, not only the parts of generation muft
be taken inftantly away, but alfo the navel
on the back, with all the glands that contri-
bute to its fupply. If this operation be de-
ferred for only half an hour, the fleth be-
comes utterly unfit to be eaten.

The peccary is extremely numerous in all
the parts of Southern America. They go in
herds of two or three hundred together ;
and unite, like hogs, in each other’s defence.
They are particularly ficrce when their
young are attempted to be taken from them.
They furround the plunderer, attack him
without fear, and frequently make his life
pay the forfeit of his rafhnefs. When any
of the natives are purfued by an herd in
this manner, they frequently climb a tree
to avoid them; while the peccaries gather
round the root, threaten with their tufks,
and their rough briftles ftanding erect, asin

the
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the hog kind, they affume a very terrible
appearance. In this manner they remain at
the foot of the tree for hours together ;
while the hunter is obliged to wait patiently,
and not without apprehenfions, until they
think fit to retire.

The peccary is rather fond of the moun-
tainous parts of the country, than the low-
lands; it feems to delight neither in the
marfhes nor the mud, like our hogs ; it keeps
among the woods, where it fubfifts upon
wild fruits, roots, and vegetables ; it is alfo
an unceafing enemy to the lizard, the toad,
and all the ferpent kinds, with which thefe
uncultivated forefts abound. As foon as
it perceives a ferpent, or a viper, it at once
{eizes it with its fore hoofs and teeth, fkins
it in an inftant, and devours the fleth. 'This
is often feen, and may, therefore, be rea-
dily credited: but asto its applying to a pro-
per vegetable immediately after, as an anti-
dote to the poifon of the animal it had de-
voured, this part of the relation we may
very well fufpe@. The fleth, neither of
the toad or viper, as every one now knows,
are poifonous; and, therefore, there is no
need of a remedy againft their venom, Ray
gives no credit to either part of the account;
however, we can have no reafon to difbe-
lieve that it feeds upon toads and ferpents ;

1t
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it is only the making ufe of a vegetable anti-
dote, that appears improbable, and which
perhaps had its rife in the ignorance and cre-
dulity of the natives. |

. 'The peccary, like the hog, is very proli-
fic; the young ones follow the dam, and da
not {eparate till they have come to perfection.
If taken at firft, they are very’ eafily tamed,
and foon lofe all their natural ferocity ; how-
ever, they never thew any remarkable figns
of docility, but continue ftupid and rude,
without attachment, or even feeming to
know the hand that feeds them. They only
continue to do no mifchief; and they may be
permitted to run tame, without apprehend-
ing any dangerous confequences. They
feldom ftray far from home; they return of
themfelves to the fty; and do not quarrel
among each other, except when they hap-
pen to be fed in common. At fuch times,
they have an angry kind of growl, much
ftronger and harfher than that of an hog;
but they are feldom heard to {cream as the
former, only now and then, when frighted,
or irritated, they have an abrupt angry man-
ner of blowing like the boar,

The peccary, though like the hog 1n fo
many various re{pels, 1s, neverthelefs, a ve-
ry diftiné race, and will not mix, nor pro-
duce an intermedjate breed. ‘The European

hoz
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hog has been tranfplanted into America, and
fuffered to run wild among the woods ; it is
often feen to herd among a drove of pecca-
ries, but never to breed from them. They
may, therefore, be confidered as two diftiné&t
creatures ; the hog is the larger, and the
more ufeful animal ; the peccary, more feeble
and local; the hog fubfifts in moft parts of
the world, and in almoft every climate ; the
peccary is a native of the warmer regions,
and cannot {ubfift in ours, without fhelter
and affiftance. It is more than probable,
however, that we could readily propagate the
breed of this quadrupede, and that, in two or
three generations, it might be familiarized to
our climate: but as it is inferior to the hog,
in every refpe, fo it would be needlefs to
admit a new domeftic, whofe fervices are
better fupplied in the old.

THE CAPIBARA, or CABIAL

THERE are fome quadrupedes fo entire-
ly different from any that we are acquainted
with, that it is hard to find a well known
animal to which to refemble them. In this
cafe, we muft be content to place them near
fuch as they moft approach in form and ha-
bits, {o that the reader may at once have fome
idea of the creature’s fhape or difpofition,

although
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although, perhaps, an inadequate and a
very confufed one. -

Upon that confufed - idea, however, it will
be our bufinefs to work ; to bring it, by de-
grees, to greater precifion ; to mark out the
differences of form, and thus give the clear-
eft notions that words can eafily convey.
The known animal is a kind rude {ketch of
the figure we want to exhibit; from which,
by degrees, we fathion out the fhape of the
creature we defire fthould be known; as a
ftatuary feldom begins his work, till the rude
outline of the figure is given by fome other
hand.—In this manner, I have placed the
Capibara among the hog kind, merely be-
caufe it is more like an hog than any other
animal commonly known, and yet, more
clofely examined, it will be found to differ
in fome of the moft obvious particulars.

The Capibara refembles an hog of about
two years old, in the thape of its body, and
the coarfenefs and colour of its hair. Like
the hog, it has a thick fhort neck, and a
rounded briftly black ; like the hog, it is
fond of the water and marfhy places, brings
forth many at a time, and, like 1t, feeds
upon animal and vegetable food. But,
when examined more nearly, the differen-
ces are many and obvious. The head 1s
longer, the eyes are larger, and the {nout,

inftead
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inftead of being rounded, as in the hog, is
{plit, like that of a rabbit or hare, and fur-
nifhed with thick ftrong whifkers; the
mouth is not fo wide, the number and the
form of the teeth is different, for it is with- -
out tufks: like the peccary, it wants a tail;
and, unlike to all others of this kind, in-
ftead of a cloven hoof, it is in a manner
web-footed, and thus entirely fitted for
{wimming and living in the water. The
hoofs before are divided into four parts; and
thofe behind, into three; between the di-
vifions, there is a prolongation of the fkin,
fo that the foot, when fpread in fwimming,
can bear a greater {urface of water.

As its feet is thus made for the water, fo
it is feen to delight entirely in that element ;
and {fome naturalifts have called it the Wa-
ter-hog for that reafon. It is a native of
South America, and 1s chiefly feen frequent-
ing the borders of lakes and rivers, like the
otter. Itfeizes the fith upon which it preys,
with its hoofs and teeth, and carries them
to the edge of the lake, to devour them at
its eafe. It lives alfo upon fruits, corn, and
fugar-canes, As its legs, arelong and broad,
it is often feen fitting up, like a dog that
18 taught to beg. Its cry more nearly refem-
bles the braying of an afs, than the grunting
of an hog. It feldom goes out, except at

night,
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night, and that always in company. It
never ventures far from the fides of the ri-
ver or the lake in which it preys; for as it
runs 1ill, becaufe of the length of its feet,
and the fhortnefs of its legs, fo its only
place of f{afety is the water, into which it im-
mediately plunges when purfued, and keeps fo
long at the bottom, that the hunter can have
no hopes of taking it there. 'The Capibara,
evenin a ftate of wildnefs, is of a gentle na-
ture, and, when taken young, is eafily tamed.
It comes and goes at command, and even
thews an attachment to its keeper. Its fleth
is faid to be fat and tender, but, from the
nature of its food, it has a fithy tafte, like
that of all thofe which are bred in the water.
Its head, however, is faid to be excellent;
and, in this, it refembles the beaver, whofe
fore parts tafte like fleth, and the hinder like
the fith 1t feeds on.

Tue BABYROUESSA, or INDIAN HOG,

THE Babyroueffa 1s ftill more remote
from the hog kind than the capibara; and
yet moft travellers who have defcribed this
animal, do not fcruple to call it the Hog of
Bouro, whieh 1san ifland in the Eaft-Indies,
where it is principally to be found. Proba-
bly the animal’s figure upon the whole moft

refembles
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refembles that of the hog kind, and may
have induced them to rank it among the
number : however, when they come to its
defcription, they reprefent it as having nei-
ther the hair, the briftles, the head, the fta-
ture, nor the tail of an hog. Its legs, we
are told, are longer, its fnout fhorter, its
body more flender, and fomewhat refembling
that of a ftag; its hair is finer, of a grey
colour, rather refembling wool than briftles,
and its tailalfo tufted with the fame. - From
thefe varieties, therefore, it can fcarcely be
called an hog ; and yet, in this clafs we muft
be content to rank it until its form and na-
ture come to be better known. What we
at prefent principally diftinguith it by are
four enormous tufks, that grow out of each
jaw; the two largeft from the upper, and
the two {malleft from the under. The jaw-
bones of this extraordinaty animal are found
to be very thick and ftrong from whence
thefe monftrous tufks are {feen to proceed,
that diftinguifh it from all other quadrupedes
whatfoever. 'The two that go from the low-
er jaw are not above a foot long, but thofe
of the upper are above half a yard: as in
the boar, they bend circularly, and the two
iower ftand in the jaw as they are feen to do
in that animal; but the two upper rife from
the upper jaw, rather like horns than teeth ;

Vour. IIL O and.
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and, bending upwards and backwards, fome-
times have their points dire¢ted to the ani-
mal’s eyes, and are often fatal by growing
into them, Were it not that the Babyrou-
effa has two fuch large teeth underneath, we
might eafily fuppofe the two upper to be
horns ; and, in fa&, their fockets are di-
reGted upwards; for which reafon Doéor
Grew was of that opinion. But, as the
teeth of both jaws are of the fame confift-
ence, and as they both grow out of fockets in
the fame manner, the analogy between
both is too ftrong not to fuppofe them of the
{fame mature. ‘The upper teeth, when they
leave the focket, immediately pierce the
upper lips of the animal, and grow as if
they immediately wént from its cheek. . The
tufks in both jaws are of a very fine ivory,
fmoother and whiter than that of the ele-
phant, but not fo hard or ferviceable.

Thefe enormous tufks give this animal a
very formidable appearance; and yet it is
thought to be much lefs dangerous than the
wild boar *, Like animals of the hog kind,
they go together in a body, are often feen in
company with the wild boar, with which,
however, they are never known to engender.
They have a very ftrong {fcent, which dif-
covers them to the hounds; and, when pur-

* Buffon, vol. xxv. p. 17g.

fued,
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fued, they grow! dreadfully, often turning
back upon the dogs, and wounding them
with the tufks of the lower jaw, for thofe of
the upper are rather an obftruction than a
defence. 'They run much fwifter than the
boar, amd have a more exquifite {cent,
winding the men and the dogs at a great
diftance. When hunted clofely, they ge-
nerally plunge themf{elves into the fea, where
they {fwim with great {wiftnefs and facility,
diving, and rifing again at pleafure ; and in
this manner they moft frequently efcape
their purfuers. Although fierce and terrible
when offended, yet they are peaceable and
harmlefs when unmolefted. They are eafily
tamed, and their flefh is good to be eaten;

but it is faid to putrefy in a very fhort time,
They have a way of repofing themfelves
different from moft other animals of the lar-
ger kind ; which is by. hitching one of their
upper tuﬂf.s on the branch of a tree, and then
fuffering their wlole body to {wing down at
eafe. 'Thus fufpended by a tooth, they.
continue the whole night quite fecure; and
out of the reach of fuch animals as hunt them
for prey.

The Babyrouefla, though by its teeth and
tufks it {feems fitted for a ftate of hﬂﬁiht}r,
and probably is carnivorous, yet, neverthe-
lefs, feems chiefly to live upon vegetables

02 and
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and the leaves of trees. It feldom feems te
break into gardens, like the boar, in order
to pillage the more fucculent productions of
human induftry, but lives remote from man-
kind, content with coarfer fare and fecurity.
It has been faid that it was only to be found
in theifland of Borneo, but this 1s a miftake,
as it is well known in many other parts,
both of Afia and Africa, as at the Celebes,
at Eftrila, Senegal, and Madagafcar *,

Such are the animals of the hog kind,
which are not diftin&lly known; and even
all thefe, as we fee, have been but imper-
feGly examined, or defcribed. There are
{fome others of which we have ftill more im-
perfe&t notices ; fuch as the Warree, an hog
of the ifthmus of Darien, defcribed by Wa-
fer, with large tufks and {mall ears, and
briftles like a coarfe fur all over the body.
This, however, may be the European hog,
which has run wild in that part of the new
world, as no other traveller has taken no-
tice of the fame. The Canary boar feems

different from other animals of this kind, by
the largenefs of its tufks; and, as is judged
from the fkeleton, by the aperture of its
noftrils, and the number of its grinders. I
cannot conclude this account of thofe ani-
mals that are thus furnithed with enormous

* Anderfon’s Natural Hiftory of Greenland.
tufks.
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tufks, without obferving that there is a
ftrong confent between thefe and the parts
of generation. When caftrated, it is well
known that the tufks grow much {mall-
er, and are {carce feen to appear without the
lips ; but what 1s ftill more remarkable, is
that in a boar, if the tufks by any accident
or defign be broke away, the animal abates
of its fiercenefs and venery, and it produces
nearly the fame effet upon its conftitution
as if caftration had actually taken place *.

® Lifle’s Hufbandry, vol. ii. p. 329.
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Animals of the Cat Kind.

WE have hitherto been defcribing a clafs
of peaceful and harmlefs animals, that ferve
as the inftruments of a man’s happinefs, or
at leaft that do not openly oppofe him. We
come now to a bloody and unrelenting tribe,
that difdain to own his power and carry on
unceafing hoftilities againft him. All the
clafs of the cat kind are chiefly diftinguifhied
by their tharp and formidable claws, which
they can hide and extend at pleafure. 'They
lead a folitary ravenous life, neither uniting
for their mutual defence, like vegetable
feeders, nor for their mutual fupport,
like thofe of the dog kind. The whole of
this cruel and ferocious tribe feek their food
alone; and, except at certain feafons, are
even enemies to each other. 'The dog, the
wolf, and the bear, are fometimes known
to live upon vegetable or farinaceous food ;
but all of the cat kind, fuch as the lion,
the tiger, the leopard, and the ounce, devour
nothing but flefh, and ftarve upon any other

provifion. °
They are, in general, fierce, rapacious,
fubtle and cruel, unfit for fociety among
each other, and incapable of adding to hu-
man
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man happinefs, However, it is probable
that even the fierceft could be rendered do-
meflic, if man thought the conqueft worth
the trouble. Lions have been yoked to the
chariots of conquerors, and tigers have been
taught to tend thofe herds which they are .
known at prefent to deftroy ; but thefe fer-
vices are not fufficient to recompenfe for the
trouble of their keeping; fo that ceafing to
be ufeful, they continue to be noxious, and
become rebellious fubjecs becaufe not taken
under equal protetion with the reft of the
brute creation. ;

Other tribes of animals are claffed with
difficulty ; have often but few points of
refemblance ; and, though alike in form,
have different difpofitions, and different ap-
petites. But all thofe of the cat kind, al-
though differing in fize, or in colour, are
yet nearly allied to each other; being equally
fierce, rapacious, and artful ; and he that
has feen one has {ecn all, In other creatures
there are many changes wrought by human
afliduity ; the dog, the hog, or the fheep,
are altered in their natures and form, juft as
the neceflities or the caprice of mankind
have found fitting ; but all of this kind are
inflexible in their forms, and wear the print
of their natural wildnefs ftrong upon them,

The dogs or cows vary in different coun-
tries,
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tries, but lions or tigers are flill found the
fame ; the very colour is nearly alike in all 4
and the flighteft alterations are fufficient to
make a difference in the kinds, and to give
the animal a different denomination.

'The ‘cat kind are not lefs remarkable for
the fharpnefs and ftrength of their claws,
which are thruft forth from their theath when
they feize their prey, than for the fhortnefs
of their fnout, the roundnefs of their head,
and the large whifkers which grow on the
upper lip. Their teeth alfo, which amount
to the number of thirty, are very formida-
ble; but are rather calculated for tearing
their prey than for chewing it; for this
reafon they feed but flowly; and while they
cat, generally continue growling, to deter
others from taking a fhare, In the dog
kind, the chief power lies in the under jaw,
which is long, and furnithed with mufcles
of amazing ftrength; but in thele the gréat.._
eft force lies in the claws, which are extend-
ed with great eafe, and their gripe is fo te-
nacious that nothing can open it. 'The
hinder parts in all thefe animals are much
weaker than thofe before; and they feem
lefs made for ftrength than agility. Nor are
they endued with the fwiftnefs of moft other
animals ; but generally owe their fubfiftence
rather to catching their prey by furprize

| o g el
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than by hunting it fairly down. They all
feize it with a bound, at the {fame time ex-
prefling their fierce pleafure with a roar;
and their firft grafp generally difables the
captive from all further refiftance. With all
thefe qualifications for flaughter, they never-
thelefs feem timid and cowardly, and feldom
make an attack, like thofe of the dog kind,
at a difadvantage: on the contrary, they
fly when the force againft them is fuperior,
or even equal to their own; and the lion
himfelf will not venture to make a fecond
attempt, where he has been once repulfed
with fuccefls. For this reafon, in countries
that are tolerably inhabited, the lion is fo
cowardly, that he is often {cared away by
the cries of women and chfildren.

The cat, which is the fmalleft animal of
this kind, 1s the only one that has been taken
under human protection, and may be confi-
dered as a faithlefs friend, brought to op-
pofe a ftill more infidious enemy *, It is,
in fa&, the only animal of this tribe whofe
fervices can more than recompenfe the
trouble of their education, and whofe ftrength
is not fuflicient to make its anger formida-
ble. The lion or the tiger may eafily be
tamed, and rendered fubfervient to human

¥ This defcription is nearly tranflated from Mr. Buffon :
what is added by me, is marked with inverted commas,

command ;
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command ; but even in their humbleft, and
moft familiar moments, they are ftill dange-
rous ; fince their ftrength is fuch, that the
fmalleft fit of anger or caprice may have
dreadful confequences, But the cat, though
eafily offended and often capricious in her
refentments, is not endued with power f{uf-
ficient to do any great mifchief. Of all
animals, when young, there is none more
prettily playful than the kitten; but it feems
to lofe this difpofition as it grows old, and
the innate treachery of its kind is then feen
to prevail  From being naturally ravenous,
education teaches it to difguife its appetites,
and to watch the favourable moment of
plunder; fupple, infinuating, and artful, it
has learned the arts of concealing its inten-
tions till it can put it into execution ; when
the opportunity offers, it at once {eizes
upon whatever it finds, flies off with it
and continues at a diftance till it fuppofes
its offence forgotten. The cat has only the
appearance of attachment; and it may eafily
be perceived, by its timid approaches, and
fide-long looks, that it either dreads its
mafler, or diftrufts his kindnefs : different
from the ‘dog, whofe carefles are fincere,
the cat is afliduous rather for its own plea-
{fure, than to pleafe; and often gains con-

fidence, only to abufe it. The form of its
body
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body, and its temperament, correfpond with
its difpofition; ative, cleanly, delicate, and
voluptuous, it loves its eafe, and feeks the
{ofteft cufhions to lie on. “ Many of its
habits, however, are rather the confequen-
ces of its formation, than the refult of any
perverfenefs in its difpofition ; it is timid
and miftruftful, becaufe its body is weak,
and its {kin tender ; a blow hurts it infinite-
ly more than it does a dog, whofe hide is
thick and body mufcular; the long fur in
which the cat is cloathed, entirely difguifes
its thape, which, if feen naked, is long,
feeble, and flender; it is not to be wonder-
ed, thercfore, that it appears much more
fearful of chaftifement than the dog, and
often flies, even when no corretion is in-
tended. Being alfo the native of the warmer
climates, as will be fhewn hereafter, it
chufes the fofteft bed to lie on, which is al-
ways the warmeft.”

The cat goes with young fifty-fix days,
and feldom brings forth above five or fix at
a time. 'The female ufually hides the place
of her retreat from the male, who is often
found to devour her kittens, She feeds them
for fome weeks with her milk, and whatever
{mall animals fhe can take by furprize, ac-
cuftoming them betimes to rapine. Before
they are a year old, they are fit to cngender;

the
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the female feeks the male with cries ; nor is
their copulation performed without great
pain, from the narrownefs of the paflage in
the female. They live to about the age of
fourteen years ; and, during that period, they
are extremely vivacious, fuffering to be wor-
ried a long time before they die.

The young kittens are very playful and
amufing ; but their {port foon turns into
malice, and they, from the beginning, fhew
a difpofition to cruelty; they often look
wiftfully towards the cage, {it centinels at
the mouth of a moufe-hole, and, in a fhort
time, become more cxpert hunters, than if
they had received the inftructions of art. In-
. deed, their difpofition is {fo incapable of con-
ftraint,” that all inftru&ion would be but
thrown away. It is true, that we are told
of the Grreek monks of theifle of Cyprus,
teaching cats to hunt the ferpents with which
the ifland is infefted; but this may be natu-
ral to the animal itfelf, and they might have
fallen upon fuch a purfuit without any in-
ftrution. Whatever animal is much weaker
than themfelves, 1s to them an indifcrimi-
nate object of deftruction.  Birds, young rab-
bits, hares, rats and mice, bats, moles, toads
and frogs, are all equally purfued; though
not, perhaps, equally acceptable, The moufe
feems to be their favourite game; and, al-

| though
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though the cat has the fenfe of {melling in
but a mean degree, it, neverthelefs, knows
thofe holes in which its prey refides. I
have feen one of them patiently watch an
whole day until the moufe appeared, and
continue quite motionlefs until it came
within reach, and then feized it with a
jump. Of all the marks by which the cat
difcovers its natural malignity, that of play-
ing and {porting with its little captive before
killing it outright, is the moft flagrant.

The fixed inclination which they difcover
for this peculiar manner of purfuit, arifes
from the conformation of*their eyes. The
pupil in man, and in moft other animals, is
capable but of a fmall degree of contraction
and dilatation, it enlarges a little in the
dark, and contracts when the light pours in
upon it, in too great quantities. In the
eyes of cats, however, this contration and
dilatation of the pupil, is fo confiderable,
that the pupil, which by day-light appears
narrow and fmall, like the black of ones
nail, by night expands over the whole fur-
face of the eye-ball, and, as every one muft
have feen, their eyes feem on fire. By this
peculiar conformation, their eyes fee better
in darknefs than light; and the animal is
thus better adapted for fpying out and fur-
prizing its prey.

Although



206 ANIMALS OF THE

Although the cat is an inhabitant of our
houfes, yet it cannot properly be called a
dependant ; although perfectly tame, yet it
acknowledges no obedience; on the con-
trary, it does only juft what it thinks fit,
and no art can controu! any of its inclinati-
ons, In general, 1t is but half tamed; and
has its attachments rather to the place in
which it refides, than to the inhabitant. If
the inhabitant quits the houfe, the cat {till
remains; and if carried elfewhere, feems
for a while bewildered with its new
{ituation. It muft take time to become ac-
quainted with the holes and retreats in
which its prey refides, with all the little
labyrinths through which they often make
good an efcape,

The cat is particularly fearful of water, of
cold, and ill fmells. It loves to keep in the
{un, to get near the fire, and to rub itfelf
againft thofe who carry perfumes. It is ex-
ceflively fond of fome plants, fuch as vale-
rian, marum, and cat-mint : againft thefe
it rubs, fmells them ata diftance, and at laft,
if they be planted in a garden, wears them
out.

This animal eats flowly, and with difh-
culty, as its teeth are rather made for tear-
ing, than chewing its aliments. For this

reafon,
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reafon, it loves the moft tender food, parti-
cularly fith, which it eats as well boiled as
raw. Itsfleeping is very light; and it often
feems to {leep, the better to deceive its prey.
When the cat walks, it treads very {oftly,
and without the leaft noife; and as to the
neceffities of nature, it is cleanly to the laft
degree. Its fur alfo is ufually fleek and
glofly; and, for this reafon, the hair is eafily
electrified, fending forth fhining fparks, if
rubbed in the dark.

“ The wild cat breeds with the tame*;
and, therefore, the latter may be confidered
only as a variety of the former: however,
they differ in fome particulars ; the cat, in
its favage ftate, is fomewhat larger than the
houfe-cat; and its fur being longer, gives it
a greater appearance than it really has; its
head is bigger, and face flatter; the teeth
and claws much more formidable ; its muf-
cles very ftrong, as being formed for rapine;
the tail is of a moderate length, but very
thick and flat, marked with alternate bars
of black and white, the end always black;
the hips and hind part of the lower joints of
the leg, are always black; the fur is very
foft and fine: the general colour of thefe
animals, in England, is a yellowifth white,

* Britith Zoology.
mixed
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mixed with a deep grey. Thefe colours,
though they appear at firft fight confufedly
blended together, yet, on a clofe infpection,
will be found to be difpofed like the fireaks
on the fkin of the tiger, pointing from the
back downwards, rifing from a black lift, that
runs from the head, along the middle of the
back, to the tail. 'This animal is found in
our large woods ; and is the moft deftrutive
of the carnivorous kinds in this kingdom,
It inhabits the moft mountainous and woody
parts of thefe iflands, living moftly in trees,
and feeding only by night. It often hap-
pens, that the females of the tame kind go
into the woods to feek mates among the
wild ones. It fhould feem, that thefe,
however, are not original inhabitants of
this kingdom, but were introduced firft in a
domeftic ftate, and afterwards became wild
in the woods, by ill ufage or negle. Cer-
tain it is, the cat was an animal much high-
er in efteem among our ariceftors than it is
at prefent. By the laws of Howel, the price
of a kitten, before it could {ee, was to be
a penmy ; till it caught a moufe, two pence ;
and, when it commenced moufer, four pence ;
it was tequired, befides, that it fhould be
perfect in its fenfes of hearing and feeing,
be a good moufer, have the claws whole,
and be a good nurfe, If it failed in any of

thefe
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thefe qualities, the feller was to forfeit to
the buyer the third part of its value. If any
one flole or killed the cat that gunarded the
prince’s granary, he was to forfeit a milch
ewe, its fleece and lamb, or as much wheat
as, when poured on the cat {ufpended by the
tail (the head touching the floor) would form
an heap high enough to cover the tip of
the former. From hence we difcover, be-
fides a picture of the fimplicity of the times,
a ftrong argument that cats were not natu-
rally bred in our forefts. An animal that
could be fo eafily taken, could never have
been rated fo highly; and the precautions
laid down to improve the breed, would
have been fuperfluous, in a creature that
multiplies to fuch an amazing degree,

“ In our climate, we know but of one
variety of the wild cat; and, from the ac-
counts of travellers, we learn that there are
but very few differences in this quadrupede
in all parts of the world, 'The greateft dif-
ference, indeed, between the wild and the
tame cat, is rather to be found internally
than in their outward form. Of all other
quadrupedes, the wild cat 1s, perhaps, that
whofe inteftines are proportionably the {mall-
eft and the fhorteft. 'The inteftines of the
fheep, for inftance, unravelled out, and
meafured according to their length will be

Vou, IILL P found
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found to be above thirty times the length of
its body ; whereas, the wild cat’s inteftines,
being meafured out, will not be found above
three times the length of its body. This is
a furprizing difference ; but we may account
for it, from the nature of the food in the
two animals; the one living upon vegeta-
bles, which require a longer, and a more
tedious preparation, before they can become
a part of its body; the other, living upon
fleth, which requires very little alteration,
in order to be affimilated into the fubftance
of the creature that feeds upon it. The one,
therefore, wanted a long canal for the pro-
perly digefting and ftraining its food; the
other, but a fhort one, as the food is already
prepared to pafs the ufual fecretions: how-
ever, a difficulty ftill remains behind ; the
inteftines of the wild cat are, by one thlrd
fhorter than thofe of the tame. How can
we account for this? If we fay that the do-
meftic cat, living upon more nourithing and
more plentiful provifion, has its inteftines
enlarged to the quantity with which it is
{upplied, we fhall find this obfervation con-
tradicted 1n the wild boar and the wolf,
whofe inteftines are as long as thofe of the hog
or the dog, and yet they lead a favage life,
and, like the wild cat, are fed by precarious
fubfiftefice. 'The fhortnefs, therefore, of

the
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the wild cat’s inteftines, is {till unaccounted
“for; and moft naturalifts confider the difficul-
ty as inextricable. We mutt leave it, there-
fore, as one of thofe difficulties which fu-
ture obfervation or accident are moft likely
to difcover.”

This animal is one of thofe few which are
common to the new continent, as well as
the old. When Chriftopher Columbus firft
difcovered that country, an hunter brought
him one, which he had .difcovered in the
woods, which was of the ordinary fize, the
tail very long and thick. They were com-
mon alfo in Peru, although they were not ren-
dered domeftic. 'They are well known alfo
in feveral parts of Africa, and many parts of
Afia. In fome of thefe countries they are
of a peculiar colour, and inclining to blue.
In Perfia, Pietro della Valle informs us,
that there is a kind of cat, particularly in
the province of Chorazan, of the figure
and form of the ordinary one, but infinitely
more beautiful in the luftre and colour of
its fkin. It 1s of a grey blue, without mix-
ture, and as foft and thining as filk. The
tail is very long, and covered with hair fix
inches long, which the animal throws upon
its back, like the fquirrel. Thefe cats are
well known in France; and have been
brought over into England, under the name

P 2 of
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of the blue cat, which, however, is not their
colour. |

Another variety of this animal is called by
us the Jion cat; or, as others more properly
term 1, the Cat of Angora. ‘Thefe are
larger than the common cat, and even than
the wild one. . Their hair is much longer,
and hangs about their head and neck, giving
this creature the appearance of alion. Some
of thefe are white, and others.of a dun
colour. 'Thefe come from Syria and Perﬁa,
two countries which are noted for glving a
long foft hair to the animals which are bred
in them. The fheep, the goats, the dogs and
the rabbits of Syria, are all remarkable for
the fine glofly length and foftnefs of their
hair; but particularly the cat, whofe nature
f:ems to be fo inflexible, conforms to the
nature of the climate and {oil, lofes its fa-_
s2e colour, which it preferves almoft in
~very part of the world, and affumes the
moft beautiful appearance, There are fome
other varicties in this animal, but rather in
colour than in form; and, in general, it
may be remarked, that the cat, when car-
ried into other countries, alters but very
little, fhll" preferving its natural manners,
habits and conformation.

ILZ He B
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4 6 (Gl IR VI ol B

THE influence of climate upon man-
kind 1s very {mall * ; he 1s found to {ubfift in
all parts of the earth, as well under the
frozen poles, as beneath the torrid zone :
but in animals, the climate may be confider-
ed as congenial, and a kind of fecond na-
ture. ‘They almoftall have their particular la-
titudes, beyond which they are unable to
fubfift ; either perithing with a moderate cold,
or dying for want of a frozen air, even in a
temperate climate. 'The rein-deer is never
feen to depart from the icy fields of. the
north; and, on the contrary, the lion dege-
nerates, when taken from beneath the line.
The whcule carth is the native country of
man; but all inferior animals, have each
_thmr own peculmr diftrits,

Moft terreftrial animals are found Iarger,
fiercer, and ftronger, in warm than in the
cold or tﬂmpérate climates. They are alfo
more courageous and enterprizing ; all their
difpofitions feemmg to partake of theardour
of their native f{foil. Thf: lion, produced

* This defcription is principally taken from Mr. Buffon:
fuch parts as are added from others, I have marked with

inverted commas.
nnder
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under the burning fun of Africa, is, of all
others, the moft terrible, the moft undaunt-
ed. The wolf or the dog, inftead of at-
tempting to rival him, fcarce deferve to at-
tend his motions, or become his providers.
Such, however, of thefe animals, as ate
bred in a more temperate climate, towards
the tops of cold and lofty mountains, are
far more gentle, or, to fpeak more properly,
far lefs dangerous than thofe bred in the
torrid vallies beneath. ‘The lions of Mount
Atlas, the tops of which are covered in eter-
nal fnows, have neither the ftrength nor the
ferocity of the lions of Bildulgerid or Zaara,
where the plains are covered with burning
fands. It is particularly in thefe frightful
deferts, that thofe enormous and terrible
beafts are found, that feem to be the
fcourge and the terror of the neighbouring
kingdoms. Happily, indeed, the fpecies is
not very numerous; and it feems to be di-
minifthing daily ; for thofe who have travel-
led through thefe countries, aflure us, that
there are by no means fo many there at pre-
fent, as were known formerly; and Mr.
Shaw obferves, that the Romans carried
fifty times as many lions from Lybia, in one
year, to combat in their amphitheatres, as
are to be found in the whole country at this
time, The fame remark is made with re-

' gard
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gard to Turky, to Perfia, and the Indies;
where the lions are found to diminith in
their numbers évery day. Nor is it difficult
to aflign the caufe of this diminution: it is
obvious that it cannot be owing to the en-
creafe of the force of other quadrupedes,
fince they are all inferior to the lion, and,
confequently, inftead of leffening the num-
ber, only tend to encreafe the fupplies on_
which they fubfift; it muft, therefore, be
occafioned by the encreafe of mankind, who
is the only animal in nature capable of mak-
ing head againft thefe tyrantsof the foreft,
and preventing their encreafe. The arms
even of an Hottentot or a Negroe make
them more than a match for this powerful
creature; and they feldom make the attack,
without coming off viorious. 'Their ufual
manner 1s to find out his retreat, and, with
{pears headed with iron, to provoke him to
the combat : four men are confidered as fuf-
ficient for this encounter; and he againft
whom the lion flies, receives him upon his
fpear, while the others attack him behind ;
the lion, finding himfelf wounded in the
rear, turns that way, and thus gives the man
ne firft attacked, an opportunity to recover.
In this manner they attack him on all fides;
until, at laft, they entirely difable, and then
difpatch him. ‘This fuperiority in the num-

bers,
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bers, and the arts of man, that are fufficient
to conquer the lion, ferve alfo to enervate and
difcourage him ; for he is brave only in pro-
portion to the fuccefs of his former encoun-
ters, In the wvaft defert of Zaara, in the
burning f{ands that lie between Mauritania,
and Negroland, in the uninhabited countries
that lie to the north of Cafraria, and, in
general, in all the deferts of Africa, where
man has not fixed his habitation, the lions are
found in great numbers, and preferve their
natural courage and force. Accuftomed to
meafure their firength with every animal they
meet, the habit of conquering renders them
intrepid and terrible. Having never experi-
enced the dangerous arts and combinations
of man, they have no apprehenfions from
his power. 'They boldly face him, and feem
to brave the force of his arms. Wounds
rather ferve to provoke their rage than re-
prefs their ardour. They are not daunted
even with the oppofition of numbers; a
fingle lion of the defert often attacksan en-
tire caravan ; and, after an obftinate combat,
when he. finds him{elf overpowered, inftead
of flying, he continues to combat, retreat-
ing, and ftill facing the enemy till he dies.
On the contrary, the lions which inhabit the
peopled countries of Morocco or India, hav-
ing become acquainted with human power,

and



COrAYD KLIND. 217

and experienced man’s fuperiority, have loft
all their courage, fo as to be fcared away
with a fhout; and feldom attack any but the
unrefifting flocks or herds, which even wo-

men and children are fuflicient to protect.
This alteration in the lion’s difpofition {uf-
ficiently thews that he might eafily be tamed,
and admit of a certain degree of education.
“ In.fa&, nothing is more common than
for the keepers of wild beafts to play with
this animal, to pull out his tongue, and
even to chaftife him without a caufe. He
feems to bear it all with the utmoft compo-
fure; and we very rarely have inftances of
his revenging thefe unprovoked fallies of im-
pertinent cruelty. However, when his anger
is at laft excited, the confequences are terri-
ble. Labat tells us of a gentleman who
kept a lion in his chamber, and employed a
{ervant toattend it ; who, as is ufual, mixed
his blows with careffes. 'This ill-judged af-
{ociation continued for fome time; till one
morning the gentleman was awakened by
a noife in his room, which, at firft, he could
not tell the caufe of; but, drawing the
cartains, he perceived an horrid fpeétacle ;
the lion growling over the man’s head,
which he had feparated from the body,
and toffing 1t round the floor. He imme-
~<diately,
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diately, therefore, flew into the next room,
called to the people without, and had the
animal fecured from doing further mifchief.”
However, this fingle account is not fufficient
to weigh againft the many inftances we every
day fee of this creature’s gentlenefs and fub-
miffion. He is often bred up with other do-
meftic animals, and is feen to play innocently
and familiarly among them; and, if it ever
happens that his natural ferocity returns, it
is feldom exerted againft his benefactors. As
his paffions are ftrong, and his appetites
vehement, one ought not to prefume that
the impreflions of education will always pre-
vail; fo that it would be dangerous in fuch
circumftances to f{uffer him to remain too
long without food, or to perfift in irritating
and abufing him: however, numberlefs ac-
counts aflure us that his anger is noble, his
courage magnanimous, and his difpofition
grateful. He has been often feen to defpife
contemptible enemies, and pardon their in-
fults when it was in his power to punifh
them. He has been feen to fpare the lives
of fuch as were thrown to be devoured by
him, to live peaceably with them, to afford
them a part of his fubfiftence, and fome-
times to want food himfelf rather than de-
prive them of that life which his generofity
had {pared.

it
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It may alfo be faid that the lion is not
cruel, fince he is {o only from neceflity, and
never kills more than he confumes. When
fatiated, he is perfetly gentle; while the
tiger, the wolf, and all the inferior kinds,
{uch as the fox, the pole-cat, and the ferret,
kill without remorfe, are fierce without
caufe, and, by their indifcriminate {laughter,
feem rather to fatisfy their malignity than
their hunger.

The outward form of the lion feems to
{peak his internal generofity, His figure
is ftriking, his look confident and bold, his
gait proud, and his voice terrible, His {ta-
ture is not overgrown, like that of the ele-
phant, or rhinoceros;. nor is his thape clum-
{y like that of the hippopotamos, or the ox.
It is compact, well proportioned, and fizea-
ble; a perfe&t model of ftrength joined
with agility, It is mufcular and bold, nei-
ther charged with fat or unneceflary flefh.
It is fufficient but to fee him  in order to be
aflured of his fuperior force.. His large head
furrounded with a dreadful mane; all thofe
mufcles that appear under the fkin {welling
with the flighteft exertions; and the great
breadth of his paws, with the thicknefs of
his limbs, plainly evince that no other ani-
mal in the foreft is capable of oppofing him,
He has a very broad face that, as fome have
imagined, refembles the human. It is fur-

rounded
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rounded with ife'r'}r'lﬂng' hair, which gives it
a very miajeftic air, ‘The top of the head,
the temples, the cheeks, the under jaw,
the neck, the breaft, the thoulder, the hinder
part of the legs, and the belly, are furnifh-
ed with it, ‘while all the reft of the body is
covered with very fhort hair, of a tawny
colour. * The length of the hair in ‘many
parts and the thortnefs of it in others, ferves
a good deal to difguife this dnimal’s real
fipure. ' 'The breaﬁ for inftance, appears
very broad, biit in reality it is as' narrow and
contracted in proportion as ‘that of the | ge-
nerality of 'dogs'and hotfes. For the fame
reafon, the tail feems to be of an cqual
thicknefs from oné end to the other, on “ac-
count of the iﬁequalitjr of the hair with
which it s encnrnpa{fcd, it being fhorter
near the infertion where the fleth and bonf:s
are large, and 'growing lﬂgger in propottion
as its real thicknefs leflens' towards the point,
where it ends in a toft. "The hair abbut’"!:’hie
neck and thé bféaft is not different from
that on the reft of the-béﬁy-,' exhept in ‘the
length of it; wor 'is each hair pointed as in
moft other ammals., but of an equal thlck..
nefs from oneend to the other. The neck
is very ftrong, but not compofed of one folid
bone, as Ariftotle has imagined; on the

contrary, though very fhort 'mfi mufcular,
it
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it has as many hones as the camel or the
horfe; for it is univerfal to all quadrupedes
to have {even joints in the neck ; and notone
of them have either more or lefs. However,
the mufcles in the neck of the lion, that tye
the bones together, are extremely ftrong,
and have fomewhat the appearance of bones;
fo that ancient authors, who have treated
of this animal, have miftaken the whole for
a fingle bone. The tongue is rough, and
befet with prickles as hard as cat’s claws;
thefe have the grain turned backwards; fo
that itis probable a lion, if it fhould attempt
to lick a man’s hand, as we are told it fome-
times does, would tear off the fkin, The
eyes are always bright and fiery; nor even
in death does this terrible look forfake them.
In fhort, the firuGure of the paws, teeth,
eyes, and tongue, are the fameas in a cat;
and alfo in the inward parts thefe two ani-
mals {o nearly refemble each other, that the
anatomift’s chief diftinction arifes merely

from the fize.” |
The lion has, as was obferved before, a
large mane, which grows every year longer
as the animal grows older: the lionefs is
without this ornament at every age. 'This
mane is not coarfe or rough as in a horfe,
but compofed of the fame hair with the
reft of the body, lengthened, and fhining.
The
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The mane, as well as the reft of the body,
is of a yellow colour; mnor is there ever any
difference to be found in the colour of one
lion from that of another. What the anci-
ents might have faid concerning black lions,
or white, or ftreaked like the tiger, is not
confirmed by modern experience; fo that
thefe varieties have never been feen, or exift
no Icsnger

It is ufually fuppofed that the lion is not
poffeflfed of the fenfe of fmelling in fuch
perfetion as moft other animals, It is alfo
obferved, that too ftrong a light greatly in-
commodes him. This is more than proba-
ble from the formation of his eyes, which,
like thofe of the cat, feem fitted for feeing
beft in the dark. For this reafon, he feldom
appears inopen day, but ravages chiefly by
night; and not only the Iion, but all other
animals of the cat kind, are kept oft by the
fires which the inhabitants light to preferve
their herds and flocks; the brightnefs of the
flame dazzles their eyes, which are only
fitted for feeing in the dark; and they are
afraid to venture blindly into thofe places
which they know to be filled with their ene-
mies. “ It is equally true of all this kind,
that they hunt rather by the fight than the
{mell; and it fometimes happens that the
lion purfues either the jackall or the wild

dog.
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dog, while they are hunting upon the
{cent; and, when they have run the beaft
down, he comes in and monopolizes the
{fpoil. From hence, probably, may have
arifen the ftory of the lion’s provider: thefe
little induftrious animals may often, it is
true, provide a feaft for the lion; but they
have hunted merely for themfelves, and he
1s an unwelcome intruder upon the fruits of
their toil.”

The lion, when hungry, boldly attacks
all animals that come in his way; but, as
he is very formidable, and as they all feek
to avoid him, he is often obliged to hide, in
order to take them by furprize. For this
purpofe he crouches on his belly, in fome
thicket, or among the long grafs, which is
found in many parts of the foreft; in this
retreat he continues, with patient expe@a-
tion, until his prey comes within a proper
diftance, and he then f{prings after it, fif-
teen or twenty feet from him, and often
feizes it at the firft bound. If he miffes the
effort, and in two or three reiterated {prings
cannot {eize his prey, he continues motion-
lefs for a time, feems to be very fenfible of
his difappointment, and waits for a more
fuccefsful opportunity. In the deferts and
foreft, his moft ufual prey are the gazelles

and
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and the monkeys, with which the torrid re-
gions abound. ‘'The latter he takes when
they happen to be upon the ground, for he
cannot climb trees like the cat or the tiger.
He devours a great deal at a time, and gene-
r&lly fills himfelf for two or three days to
come, His teeth are fo ftrong that he very
eafily breaks the bones, and fwallows them
with the reft of the body. It is reported
that he {uftains hunger a very long time, but
thir{t he cannot {fupport 1n an equal degree,
his temperament being extremely hot; fome
have even aflerted that he is in a continual
fever. He drinks as often as he meets with
water, lapping it like a cat; which, as we
know, drinks but flowly. He generally re-
quires about fifteen pounds of raw fleth in
a day; he prefers that of live animals, and
particularly thofe which he has juft killed.
He  feldom devours the bodies of animals
when they begin to putrify ; and he chufes ra-
ther to hunt for a frefh f{poil than to return
to that which he had half devoured before.
However, though he ufually feeds upon frefh
provifions, his breath is very offenfive, and

his urine infupportable. |
The roaring of the lion is fo loud, that
when it is heard in the night, and re-echoed
by the mountains, it refembles diltant thun-
| der.
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der. 'This toar is his natural note ; for when
enraged he has a different growl, which is
fhort, broken, and reiterated. The roar is
a deep hollow growl, which he fends forth
five or fix times a day, particularly before
rains, 'The cry of anger is much louder
and more formidable. This is always ex-
cited by oppofition; and upon thofe occafi-
ons, when the lions fummons up all his ter-
rors for the combat, nothing can be more
terrible. He then lathes his fides with his
long tail, which alone is ftrong enough to
lay a man level. He moves his mane in
every direCtion; it feems to rife and ftand
like briftles round his head; the fkin and
mufcles of his face are all in agitation ; his
huge eye-brows half cover his glaring eye-
balls; he difcovers his teeth, which are
formed rather for deftrution than chewing
his food ; he thews his tongue covered with
points, and extends his claws, which appear
almoft as long as a man’s fingers. Prepared
in this manner for war, there are few ani-
mals that will venture to engage him; and
even the boldeft of the human kind are
daunted at his approach. The elephant,
the rhinoceros, the tiger, and the hippopo-
tamos, are the only animals that are not
afraid fingly to make oppofition.

Vou. 11l 0O “ Never-

& gl
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“ Neverthelefs, neither the leopard nor
the wild boar, if provoked, will thun the
combat ; they do not feck the lion to attack,
but will not fly at his approach; they wait
his onfet, which he feldlom makes unlefs
compelled by hunger; they then exert all
their ftrength, and are fometimes fuccefsful,
We are told of the combat of a lion and a
wild boar, in a meadow near Algiers, which
continued for a long time with incredible
obftinacy. At laft, both were feen to fall
by the wounds they had given each other;
and the ground all about them was covered
with their blood, Thefe inftances however
are very rare, for the lion is in general the
undifputed mafter of the foreft. Man is the
only creature that attacks him with almoit
certain fuccefs; with the affiftance of dogs
and horfes, which are trained to the
purfuit. ‘Thefe animals that, in a ftate
of nature, would have fled from the pre-
fence of the lion, in an agony of con-
fternation, when confcious of the aflift-
ance of man, become purfuers in turn, and
boldly hunt their natural tyrant. ‘The dogs
are always of the large breed ; and the horfes
themfelves, as Gafner aflures us, muft be of
that fort called Charoffi, or lion eyed, all

others of this kind flying at the fight of the
' lion,
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lion, and endeavouring to throw their riders,
‘When the lion is rouzed, he recedes with
a flow proud motion ; he never goes off di-
re(ly forward, nor meafures his paces equal-
ly, but takes an oblique courfe, going from
one fide to the other, and bounding rather
than"running. When the hunters approach
him, they either fhoot or throw their jave-
lins ; and in this manner difable him before he
is attacked by the dogs, many of whom he
would otherwife deftroy. He is very vivaci-
ous, and is never killed at once, but conti-
nues to fight defperately even after he has
received his mortal blow. He is alfo taken
by pit-falls; the natives digging a deep hole
in the ground, and covering it flightly over
with fticks and earth; which, however,
give way beneath his weight, and he finks
to the bottom, from whence he has no means
of efcape. But the moft ufdal manner of
taking this animal is while yet a cub, -and
incapable of refiftance. The place near the
den of the lionefs is generally well known by
the greatnels of her depredations on that
occafion; the natives, therefore, watch the
time of her abfence, and, aided by a {wift
horfe, carry off her cubs; which they fell to
ftrangers, or to the great men of their coun-
try.” 3 _
Q The
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The lion, while young and a&ive, lives
by hunting in the foreft at the greateft dif-
tance from any human habitation; and fel-
dom quits this retreat while able to fubfift
by his natural induftry ; but when he becomes
old and unfit for the purpofe of furprize, he,
boldly comesdown into places more frequent-
ed, attacks the flocks and herds that take
fhelter near the habitation of the fhepherd
or the hufbandman, and depends rather
upon his courage than his addrefs for fup-
port, It is remarkable, however, that when
he makes one of thefe defperate fallies, if
he finds men and quadrupedes in the fame
ficld, he only attacks the latter, and never
meddles with men, unlefs they provoke him
to engage. It is obferved that he prefers
the flefh of camels to any other food; he
is likewife faid to be fond of that of young
elephants; thefe he often attacks before
their trunk is yet grown; and, unlefs the
old elephant comes to their affiftance, he
makes them an eafy prey.

The lion is terrible upon all occafions,
but particularly at thofe feafons when he is
incited by defire, or when the female has
brought forth. It is then that the lionefs is
feen followed by eight or ten males, who
ficht moft bloody battles among each other,

till one of them becomes viflorious over
all
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the reft. She is faid to bring forth in {pring,
and to produce but once a year. “ With
refpe&t to the time of geftation, naturalifts
have been divided, fome aflerting that the
lionefs went with young fix months, and
others but two. ‘The time alfo of their
growth and their age have hitherto been
left in obfcurity; fome afferting that they
acquired the full -growth in three years,
and others that they required a longer period
to come to perfection; fome faying (and
among this number is Mr. Buffon) that they
lived to but twenty, or twenty-two years
at moft ; others making their lives even of
thorter duration. All thefe doubts are now
reduced to certainty; for we have had feve-
ral of thefe animals bred in the Tower; fo
that the manner of their copulation, the
time of their geftation, the number they
bring forth, and the time they take to come
to perfetion, are all pretty well known.
Although the lion emits his urine backwards,
yet he couples in the ordinary manner ; and,
as was faid before, his internal ftructure
in almoft every refpe® refembles that
of a cat. The lionefs, however, is upon
thefe occafions particularly fierce, and often
wounds the lion in a terrible manner, She
goes with young, as I am affured by her

keeper,
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keeper, no more han five months ; the young
ones, which are never more than two in
nufniber when brought forth, are about the
fize of a large pug dog, harmlefs, pretty,
and playful ; they continue the teat for
twelve months, and the animal is more than
five years in coming to perfection. As to its
agé, from its imprifonied ftate, we can have
no certainty; fince it is very probable that,
being deprived of its natural climate, food,
and exercife, its life muft be very much
abridged. However, naturalifts have hither-
to been greatly miftaken as to the length of
its exiftence. The great he-lion, called
Pompey, which died in the year 1760, was
known to have been in the Tower for above
feventy years; and one lately died there,
which was brought from the river Gambia,
that died above fixty-three. 'The lion,
therefore, is a very long-lived animal ; and,
very probably, in his native forefts, his age
exceeds that of man himfelf.”

In this animal, all the paffions, even
of the moft gentle kind, are in excefs, but
particularly the attachment of the female
to her young ‘'The lionefs, though natu-
rally lefs firong, lefs courageous, and lefs
mifchievous than the lion, becomes terri-
rible when fhe has got young ones to pro-

vide
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vide for, She then makes her incurfions
with even more intrepidity than the lion
himfelf ; fhe throws herfelf indifcriminately
among men and other animals; deftroys
without diftinétion; loads herfelf with the
{poil, and brings it home reaking to her
cubs ; whom fhe accuftoms betimes to cruel-
ty and flaughter. She ufually brings forth in
the moft retired and inacceflible places;
and when fhe fears to have her retreat dif~
covered, often hides her tracks, by running
back her ground, or by bruthing them out
with her tail, She fometimes alfo, when
her apprehenfions are great, tranfports them
from one place to another; and, if ob-
firuQed, defendsthem with determined cou-
rage, and fights to the laft.

The lion is chiefly an inhabitant of the
torrid zone; and, as was {faid, 1s always
moft formidable there: neverthelefs, he
can fubfift in more temperate climates; and
there was a time when even the {fouthern
parts of Europe were infefted by him, At
prefent he is only found in Africa and the
Eaft-Indies ; in fome of which countries he
grows to an enormous height. The lion of
Bildulgerid is faid to be nearly five feet high,
and between nine and ten feet from the tip

of the nofe to the infertion of the tail.
We
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We have in the Tower, at prefent, one
of ‘above four feet high, that was brought
from Morocco, which is the largeft that
for fome time paft has been feen in Europe.
The ordinary fize is between three and four
feet ; the female being in all her dimenfions
about one third lefs than the male. There are
no lions in America; the Puma, which has
received the name of the American Lion, is,
when compared, a very contemptible ani-
mal, hayving neither the fhape, the fize, nor
the mane of the lion; being known to be
cxtremcly cowardly, to climb trees for its
preys to fubfift rather by its cunning than
its courage, and to be inferior even to the
animal that goes by the name of the Ame-
rican Tiger. We ought not, therefore, to
confound this little treacherous creature with
the lion, which all the ancients have con-
curred in denominating the king of beafts,
and which they have defcribed as brave and
mt,rmful “ Indeed, the numerous accounts
which they have given us of this animal’s
generofity and tendernefs, fhew that there
muft be fome foundation for the general be-
lief of its good qualities ; for mankind feldom
err when they are all found to unite in
the fame ftory. However, perhaps, the
cantion of Ariftophanes, the comic poet,

15
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is better fellowed in practice, who advifes us
to have nothing to do with this creature, but
to let the lionefs fuckle her own whelps *.

TAHSES W Ggop IR,

“ THE antients had a faying, Z%af as
the peacock is the moft beautifu! among birds,
fo is the tiger among quadrupedes™.  In faQ,
no quadrupede can be more beautiful than
this animal; the glofly {moothnefs of his
hair, which lies much {moother, and fhines
with greater brightnefs than even that of the
leopard; the extreme blacknefs of the ftreaks
with which he is marked, and the bright
yellow colour of the ground which they di-
verfify, at once ftrike the beholder. 'To this
beauty of colouring is added an extremely
elegant form, much larger indeed than that
of the leopard, but more flender, more deli-
cate, and befpeaking the moft extreme fwift-
nefs and agility. Unhappily, however, this
animal’s difpofition is as mifchievous as
its form is admirable, as if Providence was
willing to fhew the fmall value of beauty,
by beftowing it on the moft noxious of qua-

* Tantem autem praftat pulchritudine tygris interalius
fzras quantum inter volucres pavo.

* Oy KPN AEOVTOS THULLVOY Ep TONEL TPEQELY,

drupedes,
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drupedes. We have, at prefent, one of
thefe animals in the Tower, which to the
view appears the moft good natured and
harmlefs creature in the world : its phyfiog-
nomy is far from fierce or angry; it has not
the commanding ftern countenance of the
lion, but a gentle placid air; yet for all this
it is fierce and favage beyond meafure; nei-
ther correction can terrify it, nor indulgence
can tame.”

The chief and moft obfervable diftin&ion
in the tiger, and in which it differs from all
others of the mottled kind, is in the thape
of its colours, which run in ftreaks or bands
in the fame direion as his ribs from the
back down to the belly. The leopard, the
panther, and the ounce, are all partly co-
vered like this animal, but with this differ-
ence, that their colours are broken in {pots
all over the body-; whereas in the tiger they
ftretch lengthwife, and there 1s {carce a round
fpot to be found on his {kin.  Befides this
there are other obfervable diftin&tions: the
tiger is much larger, and often found bigger
even than the lion himfelf : it is much flen-
derer alfo in proportion to its fize; its legs
{horter, and its neck and body longer. In
fhort, of all other animals, it moft refembles

the cat in fhape; and, if we conceive the
latter
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latter magnified to a very great degree, we
thall have a tolerable idea of the former.

In clafling carhivorous animals, we may
place the lion foremoft *; and immediately
after him follows the tiger, which feems to
partake of all the noxious qualities of the
lion with out fharing any of his good ones,
To pride, courage, and ftrength, the lion joins
greatnefs, clemency, and generofity; but
the tiger is fierce without provocation, and
cruel without neceflity. ‘T'he lion feldom ra-
vages except when excited by hunger; the
tiger, on the contrary, though glutted with
{laughter, is not fatisfied, {till continues the
carnage, and feems to have its courage
only enflamed by not finding refiftance. In
falling in among a flock or a herd, it gives
no quarter, but levels all with indifcriminate
cruelty, and fcarce finds time to appeafe its
appetite while intent upon fatisfying the
malignity of its nature. It thus becomes the
‘{courge of the country where it is found;
it fears neither the threats nor the oppofition
of mankind ; the beafts both wild and tame
fall equally a facrifice to its infatiable fury ;
the young elephant and the rhinoceros be-

* The remainder of -thjs defcription is takeén from Mr,
Buffon, except where marked with inverted commas,

come



236 ANIMALS OF THE

come equally its prey, and it not unfrequently
ventures to attack the lion himfelf,

Happily for the reft of nature, this ani-
mal is not common, and the {peciesis chiefly
confined to the warmeft provinces of the
eaft. The tiger 1s found in Malabar,
in Siam, in Bengal, and in all the fame
counties which are inhabited by the elephant
or the rhinoceros. Some even, pretend that
it-has a friendfhip for, and often accompanies
the latter, in order to devour its excrements,
which ferve it as a purge. ' Be this as it will,
there is no doubt but that theyare often feen
together at the f{ides of lakes and rivers;
where they are probably both compelled to
go by the thirft which in that torrid climate
they muft very often endure; It is likely
enough alfo that they feldom make war upon
each other, the rhinoceros being a peaceable
animal, and the tiger knowing its ftrength too
well to venture the engagement. It is {till
more likely that the tiger finds this a very
convenient {ituation, fince it can there fur-
prize a greater number of amimals, which
are compelled thither from the {ame motives.
In fa@, it is generally known to lurk near
fuch places where it has an opportunity of
chufing its prey, or rather of multiplying
its maffacres. " When it has killed onc it

often
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often goes to deftroy others, fwallowing their
blood at large draughts, and feeming rather
glutted than fatiated with its abundance.
However, when it has killed a large
animal, fuch as an horfe, or a buffalo, it
immediately begins to devour it on the
{pot, fearing to be difturbed. In order to
feaft at its eafe, it carries off its prey to
the foreft, dragging it along with fuch
eafe, that the fwiftnefs of its motion feems
fcarceretarded by the enormousload it fuftains,
From this alone we may judge of its ftrength ;
but, to have a more juft idea of this parti-
cular, let us ftop a moment to confider the
dimenfions of this moft formidable creature.
Some travellers have compared it for fize to
an horfe, and others to a buffalo, while
others have contented themfelves with {aying
that it was much larger than a lion. We
have recent accounts of this animal’s magni-
tude that deferve the utmoift confidence.
Mr. Buffon has been. aflured by one of his
friends that he faw a tiger, in the Eaft Indies,
of fifteen feet long. * Suppofing that he
means including the tail, this animal allow-
ing four feet for that, muft have been eleven
feet from the tip of the nofe to the infer-
tion of the tail. Indeed, that which is
now in the Tower is not {o large, being as
well as I could meafure {ix feet from the

tip
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tip to the infertion, and the tail was three
feet more. Like all the reft of its kind, its
motions are irregular and defaltory; it bounds
rather than runs; and like them rather
chufes to take its prey by furprize than to
be at the trouble of hunting it down.”
How large a leap it can take at once we
may eafily judge, by comparing what it
might do to what we fee fo {mall an ani-
mal as the cat atually perform. The cat
can leap feveral feet at a bound; and the
tiger, who is ten times as long, can no doubt
{pring proportionably.

“ The tiger is the only animal whofe
fpirit feems untameable. Neither force nor
conftraint, neither violence nor flattery,
can prevail in the leaft on its ftubborn
nature,  The carefles of the keeper have
no influence on their heart of iron; and
time, inftead of mollifying its difpofition,
only ferves to encreafe its fiercenefs and ma-
lignity. ‘The tiger fnaps at the hand that
feeds it as well as that by which it is
chaftifed ; every obje&t feems confidered
only as its proper prey, which it devours
with a look; and although confined by
bars and chains, ftill makes fruitlefs efforts,
as if to fhew its malignity when incapable
of exerting its force,”

To
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To give a {till more complete idea of the
{trength of this terrible creature, we fhall
. quote a paflage from Father Tachard, who
was an eye-witnefs of a combat between a ti-
ger and two elephants at Siam. For this pur-
pofe, the king ordered a lofty palifade to be
built of bambou cane, about an hundred
feet fquare ; and in the midft of this were
three elephants appointed for combating the
tiger, Their heads and a part of their trunk
was covered with a kind of armour, like
a mafk, which defended that part from the
affaults of the fierce animal with which they
were to engage. As foon, fays this author,
as we were arrived at the place, a tiger was
brought forth from his den, of a fize much
larger than we had ever feen before. It
was not at firft let loofe, but held with
chords, fo that one of the elephants ap-
proaching, gave it three or four terrible
blows, with its trunk, onthe back, with
fuch force, that the tiger was for fome time,
ftunned, and lay without motion, as if it
had been dead. However, as foon as it was
let loofe, and at full liberty, although the
firft blows had greatly abated its fury, it made
at the elephant with a loud fhriek, and aimed
at feizing his trunk. But the elephant,
wrinkling it up with great dexterity, received
the tiger on his great teeth, and tofled it up

into
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into the air. 'This{o difcouraged the furious
animal, that it.no more ventured to approach
the elephant, but made feveral circuits round
the palifade, often attempting to fly at the
{pectators. Shortly after, three elephants were
fent againft it, and .they continued to ftrike
it {o terribly with their trunks, that it once
more lay for dead; and they would certainly
have killed it, had not there been a ftop put
to the combat.

From this account, we may readily judge
of the ftrength of this animal, which, though
reduced to captivity, and held by chords,
though firft difabled, and fet alone againft
three, yet ventured to continue the engage-
ment, and even that againft animals covered
and proteted from its fury.

“ Captain Hamilton informs us, that in
the Sundah Rajha’s dominions there are three
forts of tigers in the woods, and that the
{malleft are the fierceft. 'This is not above
two feet high, appears to be extremely cun-
ning, and delights in human fleth, The fe-
cond kind 1s about three feet high, and hunts
deer and wild hogs, befides the little animal
which has been already defcribed, under the
name of the Chevrotain, or Guinea deer.
The tiger of the largeft fort, is above three
feet and an half high; but, although endu-
ed with greater powers, 1s, by no means,

fo
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{o rapacious as either of the former. This
formidable animal, which is called the
Royal Tiger (one of which we have at pre-
fent in the Tower) does not feem fo ra-
venous nor {o dangerous, and is even more
cowardly, A peafant in that country, as
this traveller informs us, had a buffalo fallen
into a quagmire, and, while he went for
affiftance, there came a large tiger, that,
with its fingle firength, drew forth the
animal, which the united force of many men
could not effet. When the people returned
to the place, the firft object they beheld was
the tiger, who had thrown the buffalo over
its fthoulder, as a fox doesa goofe, and was
carrying it away, with the feet upward, to-
wards its den; however, as foon as it {aw
the men, it let fall its prey, and inftantly
fled to the woods: but it had previoufly kill-
ed the buffalo, and fucked its blood ; and,
no doubt, the people were very well fatisfied
with its retreat, It may be obferved, that
fome Eaft-Indian buffaloes weigh above a
thoufand pounds, which is twice as heavy as
the ordinary run of our black cattle; fo
that from hence we may form a conception
of the enormous firength of this rapacious
animal, that could thus run off with a
weight at leaft twice as great as that of
it{elf.

Vou. IIL R “ Were
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“ Were this animal as common as the
panther, or even as the lion himfelf, thus
furnithed as it is with the power to deftroy,
- and ' the appetite for flaughter, the country
would be uninhabitable where it refides.
But luckily the fpecies is extremely {carce;
and has been fo fince the earlieft accounts
we have had of the tiger. About the times
of Auguftus, we are affured by Pliny*,
that when panthers were brought to Rome
by hundreds, a fingle tiger was confidered
as an extraordinary fight; and he tells us,
that the emperor Claudius was able to pro-
cure four only ; which thews how difficultly
they were procured. The incredible fierce-
nefs of this animal may be, in fome meafure,
the caufe of the fcarcity which was thenat
Rome, fince it was the opinion of Varro, that
the tiger was never taken alive 1 : but its being
a mnative only of the Eaft-Indies, and that
particularly of the warmer regions, it is not
to be wondered that the {pecies thould be fo
few.”

We may, therefore, confider the fpecies of
the true ftreaked tiger, as one of the fcarceft
of animals, and much lefs diffufed than that
of the lion. As to the number of its young,

* Plin. Hift. Nat. lib. viii. c. 17.
+ Tigris vivus capi ad huc non potuit; Var. de ling. Lat,
wc¢
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we have no certain accounts ; however, it is
faid, that it brings forth four or five at a
time. Although furious at all times, the
female, upon this occafion, exceeds her
ufual rapacity ; and, if her young are taken
from her, fhe purfues the fpoiler with incre-
dible rage; he, to fave a part, is con-
tented to lofe a part, and drops one of her
cubs, with which fhe immediately returns to
her den, and again purfues him; he then
drops another, and by the time fhe has re-
turned with that, he generally efcapes with
the remainder. If the lofes her young en-
tirely, the then becomes defperate, boldly
approaches even the towns themfelves, and
commits incredible flaughter. The tiger ex-
prefles its refentment in the fame manner
with the lion; it moves the mufcles and fkin
of its face, thews its teeth, and fhrieks in
the moft frightful manner. Its note is very
different from that of the lion; being rather
a fcream than a roar: and the ancients ex-
prefled it very well when they faid that, #-
grides indomite rancant rugiuntque leones.

The {kin of thefe animals is much efteem-
ed all over the eaft, particularly in China;
the Mandarines cover their feats of juftice in
the public places with it, and convert it into
coverings for cufhions in winter. In Bu-
rope, thefe fkins, though but feldom to be

R 2 mef,



244 ANIMALS OF THE

met with, are of no great value, thofe of the
panther and the leopard being held in much
greater eftimation, This is all the little be-
nefit we derive from this dreadful animal, of
which fo many falfehoods have been report-
ed; as, that its {weat was poifonous, and the
hair of its whifkers more dangerous than an
envenomed arrow. But the real mifchiefs
which the tiger occafions while living are
fufficient, without giving imaginary ones to
the parts of its body when dead. :In fa&,
the Indians fometimes eat its fleth, and find

it neither difagreeable nor unwholfome.
There 1s an animal of America, which
1s ufually called the Red Tiger, but Mr,
Buffon calls it the Cougar, which, no doubt,
1s very different from the tiger of the eaft.
Some, however, have thought proper to
rank both together; and I will take leave
to follow their example, merely becaufe the
cougar is more like a tiger in every thing,
except the colour, than any other animal
know; having the head, the body and the
neck, fhaped very much in the fame man-
ner. Of thefe flight differences, words
would give but a very faint idea; it will be,
therefore, fufficient to obferve, that they
are both equally {lender, and are f{maller
‘where the neck joins the head, than others
of the panther kind. There is one at
prefent
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prefent in the Tower; and it {eemed to me,
as well as I could fee it through the bars,
that were it properly ftreaked and coloured,
it would in all things refemble a fmall tiger.
It is, however, of a very different colour,
being of a deep brown, and the tail very
long and pointed. It is rather darker on the
back ; under the chin itis a little whitith, as
alfo on the lower part of the belly.

Of all the American animals, this is the
moft formidable and mifchievous ; even their
pretended lion not excepted. It is faid,
there are feveral forts of them; and, as
well as I can remember, I have {een one or
two here in England, both differing from the
prefent, in fize and conformation. It is,
indeed, a vain endeavour to attempt to
defcribe all the lefs obvious varieties in the
cat kind. If we examine them minutely,
we fhall find the differences multiply upon us
{o much, that, inftead of an hiftory, we fhall
only be paid with a catalogue of diftinctions.
From fuch of themas I have feen, within
thefe laft fix years, I think I could add
two animals of this fpecies, that have
not been hitherto defcribed, and with the
names of which he that fthewed them was
utterly unacquainted. But it is a poor am-
bition, that of being eager to find out new

diftin&tions,
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diftin@ions, or adding one noxious animal
more, to a lift that is already fufficiently nu-
merous. Were the knowing a new variety to
open an unknown hiftory, or in the leaft to
extend our knowledge, the enquiry would
be then worth purfuing ; but what fignifies
mentioning fome trifling difference, and
from thence becoming authors of a new
name, when the difference might have ori-
ginally proceeded either from climate, foil, or
indifcriminate copulation ?

The cougars are extremely common in
South America, and, where the towns border
upon the foreft, thefe make frequent incurfi-
ons by night into the midft of the fireets,
carrying off fowls, dogs, and other do-
meftic creatures. ‘They are, however, but
weak and contemptible, compared to the
great tiger, being found unable to cope with
a fingle man. The Negroes and Indians
are very dextrous in encountering them ; and
fome, even for the {ake of their fkins, feek:
them 1n their retreats, 'The arms in this
combat feemingly fo dangerous, are only a
launce of two or three yards long, made of
heavy wood, with the point hardened in the
fire; and a kind of fcymitar, of about three
quarters of ayard in length. ‘Thus armed,
they wait till the tiger makes an affault
againft the left hand, which holds the lance,

and
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and is wrapped up in a fhort cloak of baize.
Sometimes the animal, aware of the danger,
feems to decline the combat; but then its
antagonift provokes it with a flight touch of
the launce, 1n order, while he is defending
himfelf, to ftrike a fure blow. As foon,
therefore, as the creature feels the lance, it
gra{ps it with one of its paws, and with the
other firikes at the arm which holds it,
'Then it ig that the perfon nimbly aims a
blow with his fcymetar, which he kept con-
cealed, with the other hand, and hamftrings
the creature, which immediately draws back
enraged, but inftantly returns to the charge.
But then, receiving another ftroke, it is to-
tally deprived of the power of motion : and
the combatant, killing it at his leifure, ftrips
the 1kin, cuts off the head, and returns
to his companions, difplaying thefe as the
trophies of his victory.

This animal, as we are aflured, is often
more fuccefsful againft the crocodile ; and it
is the only quadrupede in that part of the
world, that is not afraid of the engagement.
It muft be no unpleafant fight to obferve,
from a place of fafety, this extraordinary
combat, between animals {o terrible and
obnoxious to man, Such as have feen it,
deferibe it in the following manner. When
the tiger, impelled by thirft, that feems

continually



248 ANIMALS OF THE

continually to confume it, comes down to
the river {ide to drink, the crocodile, which
makes no diftinéton in its prey, lifts its
head above water to feize it; the tiger, not
lefs rapacious than the other, and unac-
quainted with the force of the enemy, boldly
ventures to feize it, and plunges its claws
into the eyes of the crocodile, which is the
only vulnerable part of its body: upon this
the crocodile inftantly dives under water,
and the tiger goes down with him, for
it will fooner die than let go its hold.
In this manner the combat continues for
fome time, until the tiger is drowned, or
efcapes, as is fometimes the cafe, from its
difabled enemy.

Thefe animals are common in Guiana *,
They were formerly feen {wimming over,
in great numbers, into the ifland of Cayenne,
to attack and ravage the flocks and herds of
the inhabitants. In the beginning, they were
a terrible {courge to the infant colony ; but,
by degrees, they were repulfed and deftroyed,
and are now feen no longer at that place.
'They are found in Brazil, in Paraguay, in
the country of the Amazons, and in fe-
veral other parts of South America. They
often climb trees in queft of prey, or to

* Buffon, vol. xix. p. 22.

avoid
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avoid their purfuers. ‘They are deterred by
fire, like all other animals of the cat kind ;
or, more properly fpeaking, they feldom
venture near thofe places where they fee it
kindled, as they are always fure of their ene-
mies being near, and their no&turnal eyesare
dazzled by the brightnefs of the blaze. From
the defcription of this animal, one would be
hardly led to fuppofe, that its fleth was good
for food ; and yet we have feveral accounts
which alledge the fa&t, fome aflerting it to be
{uperior even to mutton: however, what
Monfieur Des Marchais oberves, is moft
likely to be true; namely, that the moft va-
luable part of this animal is its {kin, and
that its fleth is but indifferent eating, being

generally lean, and ufually having a firong
fumet.

I B ERNTRER AND THE
LEODARD.

WE have hitherto found no great difficul-
ty in diftinguifhing one animal from another,
each carrying its own peculiar marks, which,
in {fome meafure, ferve to feparate it from all
the reft. But it is otherwife, when we come
to thefe of the cat kind, that fill up the
chafm between the tiger and the cat. The
{pots with which their fkins are diverfified,
are fo various, and their fize fo equivocal,

that
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that it is no eafly matter to diftinguith
the fpecies, particularly as we have lit-
tle elfe but the fpots and the fize to guide us
in making the diftintion. If we regard the
ficure and diverfity of the {pots, we fhall
find many varieties not taken notice of by
any naturalift; if we are led by the fize,
we fhall find an imperceptible gradati-
on from the cat to the tiger. It would
be vain, therefore, to make as many varieties
in thefe animals as we fee differences in fpots
or ftature; it will be fufficient to feize the
moft general diftin&ions, and leave the reft
to fuch as are fond of more minute difqui-
fitions.

Of all this tribe, whofe {kins are {o beau-
tifully fpotted, and whofe natures are fo
mifchievous, the Panther may be confidered
as the foremoft. 'This animal has been by
many naturalifts miftaken for the tiger ; and,
in fa&, it approaches next to it in fize,
fiercenefs and beauty,” It is diftinguifhed,
however, by one obvious and leading cha-
ralter; that of being {potted, not {ireaked ;
for, in this particular, the tiger differs from
the panther, the leopard, and almoft all the
inferior ranks of this mifchievous family.

This animal, which Mr. Buffon calls fim-
ply the Panther, Linnaus the Pard, Gefner
the Pardalis, and the modern Latins the
Leopardus ;
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Leopardus; this animal, I fay, which goes
by too many names, and which the Enzlith
have indifcriminately called by the name
of the panther or the leopard, may be
confidered as the largeft of the kind, and is
{potted in a manner fomewhat different from
thofe that are fmaller. As thofe {pots,
however, make the principal difference be-
tween it and the lefler animals, which it
otherwife refembles in fhape, fize, difpofiti-
on, and beauty, I will firft thew thofe flight
diftin&ions, and mention the names each
animal has received in confequence there-
of : and then proceed to give their hiftory
together, ftill marking any peculiarity ob-
{ervable in one of the {pecies, which is not
found in the reft.

Next to the great panther, already men-
tioned, is the animal which Mr. Buffon calls
the Leopard, a name which he acknow-
ledges to be given arbitrarily, for the fake of
diftinétion. Other naturalifts have not much
attended to the {light differences between
this and the great panther, nor have they
confidered its difcriminations as fufhcient to
entitle it to another name. It has hitherto,
therefore, gone under the name of the Leo-
pard, or Panther of Senegal, where it is
chiefly found. The differences between this
animal and the former are thefe: the large

panther
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panther is often found to be fix feet long,
from the tip of the nofe to the infer-
tion of the tail; the panther of Senegal
is not above four. The large panther is
marked with fpots in the manner of a rofe,
that is, five or fix make a kind of circle, and
there is generally a large one in the middle.
The leopard of Senegal has a much more
beautiful coat, the yellow is more brilliant,
and the{pots are {maller, and not difpofed in
rings but in clufters. As to the reft, they
are both whiteith under the belly; the tail
in both is pretty long, but rather longer in
proportion in the latter, than the former.
'T'o thefe two animals, whofe differences feem
to be fo very minute, we may add a third ;
namely, the Faguar or Panther of America,
This, in every refpect, refembles the two
former, except in the difpofition of its fpots,
and that its neck and head are rather ftreak-
ed than {potted. 'The jaguar is alfo faid to
he lower upon its legs, and lefs than the leo-
pard of Senegal. Thefe three quadrupedes,
as we fee, have but very flight differences,
and the principal diftinicn ufed by Mr. Buf-
fon, 1s taken from the fizc; the firft, as he
fays, is ufually f{ix feet long; the fecond,
four feet; and the laft, about three: how-
ever, it appears from the particular {fubjes
of his defcription, that the panther in his
pofleffion was not above three feet feven

inches
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inches long ; that the leopard’s fkin which
he defcribes, was about four; and that the
jJaguar, at two years old, was between two
and three feet long, which, when come to
its full growth, would, no doubt, be four
feet long, as well as the two former. From
hence, therefore, we may conclude, that the
fize in thefe animals is not fufficient to make
a diftin€tion among them; and that thofe
who called them all three by the indifcri-
nate names of the leopard and the panther,
if not right, were at leaft excufeable. Of
thofe which are now to be feen in the Tower,
the jaguar, or the American panther, is rather
the largeft of the three; andis by no means
the contemptible animal which Mr. Buf-
fon defcribes it to be : the leopard is the leaft
of them, and has, by fome travellers, been
fuppofed to be an animal produced between
the panther and the ounce, an animal which
refembles, but is lefs than any of the former.
Thefe three animals we may, therefore, rank
together, as they agree pretty nearlyin their
robe, their fize, their difpofitions and their
ferocity.

We come next to the animal confefledly
different from any of the former, being much
fmaller, and its colour more inclining to
white. Its name, however, in our language,
has caufed no {mall confufion. It has been

generally
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generally called by foreigners, the Onza,
or the Ounce, and this name fome of our
own writers have thought proper to give it;
but others of them, and thofe the meft ce-
Iebrated, fuch as Willoughby, have given
this name to a different animal, with a fhort
tail, and known to the ancients and moderns
by the name of the Lynx. I confefs myfelf
ata lofs, in this cafe, whom to follow; the
alteration of names fhould be always made
with great caution, and never but in cafes of
neceflity. If we follow Willoughby, there
will be an animal of the panther kind, very
diftinguifhable from all the reft, left without
aname; and if we recede from him, it will
Aerve to produce fome confufion among all
the numerous clafs of readers and wrters
who have taken him for their guide: how-
ever, as he feems himfelf to have been an
mnovator, the name of the lynx having
been long adopted into our language before,
it was unneceflary to give the amimal that
bore 1t another name, and to call that crea-
ture an ounce, which our old writers had
been accuftomed to know by the Latin ap-
pellation, for this reafon, therefore, we may
fafely venture to take a name that has been
long mifapplied, from the lynx, and reftore
it to the animal in queftion. We will,
therefore, call that animal of the panther

kind,
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~ kird, which is lefs than the panther, and
with a longer tail, the ounce; and the lynx
may remain in pofleflion of that name by
which ‘it was known among all our old
Englith writers, as well as by all antiquity.

The Ounce, or the Onca of Linneus, is
much lefs than the panther, being not, at
moft, above three feet and a half long:
however, its hair is much longer than that of
the panther, and its tail ftill more fo. The
panther of four or five feet long, has a tail
but of two feet, or two feet and an half.
The ounce, which is but about three feet,
has a tail often longer than the reft of its
body. 'The colour of the ounce 1s alfo ap-
parently different, being rather more inclin-
ing to a cream colour, which is deeper on
the back, and whiter towards the belly. 'The
hair on the back is an inch and an half long;
that on the belly, two inches and an half,
which i1s much longer than that of the pan-
ther. Its fpots are difpofed pretty much in
the {fame manner as the large panther, except
that on the haunches it is rather marked
with firipes than with fpots.

Defcending to animals of this kind that
are ftill fmaller, we find the Catamountain,
which 1s the Ocelot of Mr. Buffon, or the
Tiger Cat of moft of thofe who exhibit
it as a thow. It 15 lefs than the ounce,

but
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but its robe more beautifully variegated.
It is an American animal, and is about two
feet and an half in length, from the nofe to
the infertion of the tail. It is extremely
like a cat, except that it is larger and {lenderer,
its colours are more beautiful, and 1its tail ra-
ther thorter. 'The fur is of a reddifh colour,
the whole beautified with black fpots, and
fireaks of different figures. They are long
on the back, and round on the belly and
paws. On the ears are black {tripes, which
run acrofs ; but, in other refpects, they en-
tirely refemble thofe of a cat. Thefe colours,
however, which naturalifts have taken great
pains minutely to defcribe, are by no means
permanent, being differently difpofed in dif-
ferent animals of the fame {pecies. I remem-
ber to have {een an animal of this fize, but
whether of this fpecies T will not pretend to
fay, fome years ago, that was entirely brown,
and was faid alfo to have come from Ame-
rica.

From this tribe of the cat kind with
fpotted fkins and a long tail, we come to
another, with {kins diverfified in like man-
ner, but with a fhorter tail. The principal
of thefe is the Lynx, the name by which
the animal was known to Allian, among
the ancients; and to all our old Englith
writers, among thofe of a more meodern

date.
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date, ‘T'his name has been corrupted by the
Portuguefe into the word Ouze; and this
corruption has been adopted by Ray, who
has improperly called this animal the Ounce,
after fome of the foreign travellers, The
firft firiking diftin&tion between the lynx,
and all thofe of the panther kind, is in
its tail, which is at leaft half as fhort in
proportion, and black at the extremity.
Its fur 1s much longer, the {pots on the
ikin lefs vivid, and but confufedly min-
gled with the reft. Its ears are much
longer, and tipped at the points with a
black tuft of hair. 'The colour round the
eyes is white, and the phyfiognomy more
placid and gentle. Each hair of this ani-
mal is of three different colours: the root
is of a greyith brown ; ‘the middle red, or
of an afh colour; and the ends 'white.
This whitenefs at the ends takes up fo
{mall a part of the particular hair, that it
does not prevent us from feeing the prin-
¢ipal colour, which is that of the middle
part ; {fo that it only makes the furface
of the body appear as if it was filvered
over : however, the hair of which the
fpots confift, has no white at the ends,
and at the roots it is not quite fo black
as the other part., 'This animal is not -
above the fize of the ounce, but is rather

Vou, IlL S ftronger
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ftronger built, and it has but twenty-cight
teeth ; whereas all the reft of the cat kind
already mentioned have thirty.

Another animal of this kind is called the
Siagufh, or, as Mr. Buffon names it, the
Caracal, It is a native of the Eaft-Indies,
and refembles the lynx in fize, in form,
and even in the fingularity of being tufted
at the tips of the ears. However, the fiagufh
differs in not being mottled as the lynx is;
its fur, or rather hair, is rougher and fhorter;
its tail is rather longer; its muzzle more
lengthened ; its phyfiognomy more fierce,
and its nature more favage.

'The third, and laft animal that need be
mentioned of this kind, i1s that which Mr,
Buffon calls the Serval, and which he has
firft defcribed. It is a native of Malabar,
refembling the panther in its {pots, but the
lynx in the fthortnefs of its tail, in its fize,
and in its ftrong built form.

Thefe feem to be all the principal diftinc-
tions among animals of the panther kind,
from the largeft of this tribe down to the
domeftic cat, which is the fmalleft of all thefe
fierce and mifchievous varieties, In all, their
nature {eems pretty much the fame; being
equally fierce, fubtle, cruel, and cowardly.
The panther, including the leopard and the

jaguar, or American panther, as they are
the
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the largeft, fo alfo are they the moft danger-
ous of this kind; for the whole race of cats
are noxious in proportion to their power to
do mifchief. They inhabit the moft torrid
latitudes of India, Africa, and America, and
have never been able to multiply beyond the
torrid zone. They are generally found in
the thickeft and the moft entangled forefts,
and often near remote habitations, where
they watch to furprize all kinds of domeftic
animals. ‘'They very feldom attack man,
even though provoked by him; they feem
rather defirous of finding fafety by flight, or
by climbing trees, at which they are very
expert. In this manner alfo, they often pur-
fue their prey ; and, being expert at feizing
it, as well above as below, they caufe a vaft
deftrution. Of all other animals, thefe are
the moft fullen, and, even to a proverb, un-
tameable. 'They ftill preferve their fierce
and treacherous {pirit; and at thofe places
where they are expofed to be {feen among
others, we often obferve, that while their
keeper is familiar with the lion or the bear,
yet he 1s'apprehenfive of the large panther,
and keeps it bound with the thorteft chain.

As the ounce differs from thefec in figure
and fize, fo alfo it feems to differ in d1fpa-
{ition, being more mild, tractable, and tame.
S 2 Thefe
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Thefe we frequently fee as harmle{s and 1n-~
nocent as cats; and there is one at prefent
in the Tower with which the keeper plays
without the fmalleft apprehenfion. T own I
was not a little uneafy, at firft, for the man,
when he put his hand through the bars, and
called the animal by its name; but was a
gdé}d deal fi urprized to fec the creature, which
one might fuppofe irritated by long confine- -
ment, come gently up to him, flroak his
hand with its face, in the manner of a cat,
and teftify the utmoft gentlenefs of difpofi-
tion. 'The ounce, therefore, is remarkable
for being eafily tamed; and, in fa&, it is
employed all over the eaft for the purpofes
of hunting. Not, indeed, but that panthers
themf{elves are fometimes ufed for this pur-
pofe, but they are never thoroughly fubdued
like the former, being ufually brought to the
field in a carriage, and kept chained and
caged until they are fhewn the gazelle, or
the leveret, which is their prey. This they
purfue rather by three or four great {prings
than by running. If they feize it by this
fudden effort, it finds no mercy ; “but if it
cfcapes from their firft effort, they never at-
tempt to purfue, and appear quite difap-
pointed and confounded at their mifchance.
It fometimes happens that they are fo much
enraged at it, that they attack even their

employer,
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employer, and his only refource to avoid
their fury is to throw them fome {mall pieces
of mecat, which he has brought with him
for that purpofe. ‘
- The ounce, however, is not {o dangerous;
and 1s treated with more confidence and fa-
miliarity. It is ufually brought to the ficld
hoodwinked behind one of the horfemen.
When the game appears, the ounce 1s in-
ftantly uncovered, and fhewn where it lics ;
upon which the fierce creature darts like an
arrow to the place, and feizes it at once,
or, mifling it, remains motionlefs in the
place. It would be vain to attempt retricv=
ing its difgrace by continuing the purfuit;
for, although it bounds with greater agility
than moft other animals, yet it is flow and
aukward 1n running, and has no means of
~finding the animal it purfues by the {mell,
as is common among thofe of the dog kind.
From hence, therefore, it appears how much
fuperior the Enropecan method of hunting is
to that of the Afiatic; fince whatever
amufement this exercife affords muft arife
from the continuance of the chace, and from
the fluGuation of doubt and expeliation,
which raife and deprefs the purluers by turns.
All this an Afiatic hunter is deprived of;
and his greateft pleafure can fcarcely be more
than what among ws is calied courfing, in

which
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which the dog purfues the animal, and keeps
it conftantly in view.

But it muft not be fuppofed that it is
from choice the Afiatics ufe this method of
chace ; for, no doubt, were dogs fervi-
ceable among them as they are in Europe,
they would be employed for the fame purpo-
fes, But the fact is, that the extreme heat
of the tropical climates produces fuch uni-
verfal putrefaGion, and fends up fuch vari-
ous and powerful fcents, that dogs are at
firft bewildered in the chace, and at laft come
to lofe the delicacy of their fcent entirely,
They are, therefore, but little ufed in thofe
warm countries ; and what could they avail
in places where almoft every other animal
of the foreft is fironger and more rapacious ?
The lion, the tiger, the panther, and the
ounce, are all natural enemies to the dog,
and attack him wherever he appears with
ungovernable fury. The breed, therefore,
in thofe places, would quickly be deftroyed ;
fo that they are obliged to have recourfe to
thofe animals which are more fitted to ferve
them; and thus convert the ounce to thofe
purpofes for which dogs are employed in
Europe.

'The Catamountain, or Ocelot, is one of
the fierceft and, for its fize, one of the moft
deftru@ive animals in the world, 1t is, as

was
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was before obferved, a native of South-Ame-
rica, and by no means capable of the fame
education as the ounce, which it more ap-
proaches in fize than in difpofition. Two
of thefe, from whom Mr. Buffon has taken
his defcription, were brought over from
Carthagena, and having been taken from
the dam when very young, were afterwards
fuckled by a bitch. But, before they were
three months old, they had ftrength and in-
gratitude fufficient to kill and devour their
nurfe, Their fucceeding fiercenefs and ma-
lignity feemed to correfpond with their firft
efforts; for no arts could tame or {foften
their natures; and while they continued in
their cages, they {till teftified an unceafing
difpofition for flaughter. When their food
was given them, the male always ferved him-
felf before the female ventured to touch a
bit ; and it was not till he was fatisfied that
- the other began. In their {avage flate, thefe
animals are ftill more deftructive; having
great ftrength and agility, they very eafily
find and overtake their prey, which they
purfue among the tops of the trees as well
as on the ground ; but what renders them
ftill more mifchievous is, their unceafing ap-
petite rather for the blood than the flefh of
their prey. They fuck this with the greateft
avidity, but frequently leave the carcafe

otherwife
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otherwife untouched, in order to purfue

other animals for the blood 1n like manner.
They generally continue on the tops of trees,
like our wild cats; where they make their
neft, and often bring forth their young. When
they {py any animal they can mafter, and
there are but few in the foreft but what are
inferior, they dart down upon it with inevi-
table exatnefs.

The whole tribe of animals of the pan-
ther kind, with long tails, are chiefly inha-
bitants, as was faid, of the torrid zone ; but
thofe of  the fhort tailed kind, and particu-
larly the lynx 1s principally found in the cold
countries that are bordering on the pole.
The lynx 1s chiefly to be met with in the
north of Germany, Lithuania, Mufcovy,
Siberia, and North America. Thofe of the
new continent, however, are rather {mal-
ler than in Europe, as is the cafe with almoft
all their quadrupedes; they are fomewhat
whiter alfo, but in other refpedts there
is fearce any difference to be found among
them *. This animal has been called by
fome Lupus Cervarius, or a creature com-
pounded between a wolf and a ftag; but

“for what reafon is hard to guefs; it no way

refembles ecither in fhape or in difpofition.

In its nature, it exﬁ&ly refembles the cat, ex-

cept that, being bigger and nearly two feet
* Buffon.
long,
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long, itis bolder and fiercer. Like the cat,
it climbs trees, and feeks its prey by fur-
prize ; like the cat, it 1s delicate and cleanly,
covering its urine with its paws; and refem-
bles the wolf in nothing except its cry,
which often deceives the hunters, and in-
duces them to think they hear a wolf and not
a lynx. 'This animal alfo, is rather more
delicate than the cat; and, after having
once feafted upon its prey, will never return
to it again, but hunts the woods for another,
From hence may have arifen the common
report of the lynx having, of all other qua-
drupedes, the thorteft memory. This, how-
ever, 1s not the only idle ftory that has been
propagated of it: as of its {eeing with fuch
perfpicuity as to perceive objects through
walls and mountains; as of having its urine
of fuch a quality, as to harden, and become
a precious ftone; with {feveral others, pro-
pagated by ignorance or impofture,

The Siagufh and the Serval are both fo like
all the reft of the cat kind in difpofition, that
it 13 but repeating the fame account once
more to give their diftin& hiftory. As the
lynx is found only in cold countries, fo the
fiagufh .is to be met with only in the warm
tropical climates, It is ufed, in the fame
manner as the ounce, for hunting; but it
feems to have a property which the other

‘ has
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has not ; namely, that of being ableto over-
take its prey by purfuing it. Whether this
1s performed by having a finer fcent than
the former, or greater {wiftnefs, we are not
informed; being only told that when it
overtakes either the gazelle or the antelope,
it leaps upon their backs, and, getting for-
ward to their fhoulders, fcratches their eyes
out, by which means they become an eafy
prey to the hunters, Some have called this
animal the lion’s provider; and it is faid
that when it calls him to purfue his prey, its
voice very much refembles that of one man
calling another*, From hence we may con-
jecture that this animal purfues its prey in
full cry, and that the lion only follows to
partake or feize the fpoil. The fame ac-
count is given aifo of the jackal; and very
probably it may be true, notonly of thefe
animals, but of fome others, fince it is na-
tural enough to fuppofe that the lion will pur-
{ue whenever he i1s taught to difcover his
Pt
We had one of thefe animals a few years
ago fent over from the Eaft-Indies, but it
was not able to endure the change of climate,
and it died m a very fhort time after it was
brought to the Tower. Whether confumed
by difeafe or not I cannot tell, but it feemed to
* Thevenor, vol.ii. p. 114.
me
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me much {lenderer than the cat or the lynx,
and its ears were much longer; however, it
is a very ftrong creature for its fize; and has
been knownto kill a large dog in fingle com-
bat *: neverthelefs, it 1s like all of the cat
kind except the lion, remarkable for its cow-
ardice, and will never, except in cafes of
neceffity, attack an animal that is its equal
in ftrength or aivity. For this reafon,
when brought into the field, and put upon a
fervice of danger, it obftinately refufes, and
1s alert only in the purfuit of animals that
are too feeble for refiftance, or too timid to
exert their ftrength,

From what has been faid of this rapaci-
ous tribe, we perceive a fimilitude in the
manners and difpofitions of them all, from
the lion to the cat. 'The fimilitude of their
internal conformation, is {till more exact;
the thortnefs of their inteftines, the number
of their teeth, and the ftruGure of their
paws. ‘The firft of this clafs is the Lion,
diftinguifhable fromall the reft by his ftrength,
his magnitude, and his mane. ‘The fecond
is the Tiger, rather longer than the lion, but
not fo tall, and known by the ftreaks and the
vivid beauty of its robe; including alfo the
American tiger or cougar; diftinguithable by
its fize, next that of the tiger, its tawny

* Buffon.
colour,
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colour, and its {pots. The third is the Pan-
ther and the Leopard. The fourth is the
Ounce, not fo large as any of the former,
{potted like them, but diftinguithable by the
cream coloured ground of its hair, and the
great length of its tail, being above the
length of its body. The fifth is the Cata-
mountain or Tiger cat,, lefs than the ounce,
but differing particularly in having a fhorter
tail, and being ftreaked down the back like
a tiger. 'The fixth is the fhort tailed kind
namely, the Lynx, of the fize of the former,
but with a fhort tail, fireaked, and the tips
of its ears tufted with black. 'The feventh
is the Siagufh, differing from the lynx in not
being mottled like it, in not being fo large,
and in having the ears longer, though tipped
with black, as before. The eighth is the
Serval, refembling the lynx in its form, and
the fhortnefs of 1ts tail ; ftreaked alfo like it,
but not having the tips of its ears tufted.
Laftly, the Cat, wild and tame, with all its
varieties; all lefs than any of the former,
but, like them, equally infidious, rapacious,
and cruel,

This whole race may be confidered as the
moft formidable enemy of mankind; there
are others indeed ftronger, but they are gen-
tle, and never offer injury till injured : there

are



¢ AT 'K ¥ ND. 269

are others more numerous, but they are more
fecble, and rather look for fafety by hiding
from man, than oppofing him. Thefe are
the only quadrupedes that make good their
ground againft him ; and which may be faid
to keep fome kingdoms of the earth in their
own pofleflion. How many extenfive coun-
tries are there in Africa, where the wild beafts
are fo numerous, that man is deterred
from living amongft them ; relu&antly giving
up to the lion and the leopard, extenfive
tralts, that feem formed only for his delight
and convenience !

O o G o
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CHAP. VIL
Animals of the Dog Kind.

THE fecond clafs of carnivorous quadru-
pedes may be denominated thofe of the dog
kind. 'This clafs is neither {o numerous nor
fo powerful as the former, and yet neither
fo treacherous, rapacious, or cowardly. This
clafs may be principally diftinguithed by their
claws, which have no ftheath, like thofe of
the cat kind, but ftill continue at the point
of each toe, without a capability of being
ftretched forward, or drawn back. The
nofe alfo, as well as the jaw, of all the dog
kind, is longer than in the cat; the body is
in proportion, more {trongly made, and co-
vered with hair inftead of fur. There are
many internal diftinGions alfo; as in the
inteftines, which are much longer in the dog
kind, than in thofe of the cat; the eye is
not formed for night vifion; and the olfadto-
ry nerves are diffufed, in the dog Kkinds,
upon a very extenfive membrane within the
fcull. ;

If we compare the natural habitudes of
this clafs with the former, we fhall find that
the dog kinds are not fo folitary as thofe of
the cat, but love to hunt in company, and
encourage each other with their mutual

Cri€s.
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cries. In this manner the dog and the jac-
kall purfue their prey; and the wolf and
fox, which are of this kind, though more
folitary and filent among us, yet, in coun-
tries where lefs perfecuted, and where they
can more fearlefs difplay their natural incli-
nations, they are found to keep together in
packs, and purfue their game with alternate
howlings.

Animals of the dog kind want fome of the
advantages of the cat kind, and yet are pol-
{efled of others in which the latter are defici-
ent. Upon obferving their claws, it will
eafily be perceived that they cannot, like cats,
purfue their prey up the fides of a tree, and
continue the chace among the branches;
their unmanageable claws cannot ftick in the
bark, and thus fupport the body up along
the trunk, as we fee the cat very eafily per-
form: whenever, therefore, their prey flies
up the tree from them, they can only follow
it with their eyes, or watch its motions till
hunger again brings it to the ground. For
this reafon, the proper prey of the dog
kind, are only thofe animals that, like them-
felves, are unfitted for climbing ; the hare,
the rabbit, the gazelle, or the roebuck.

As they are, in this refped, inferior to the
cat, fo they exceed it in the fenfe of {mell-
ing ; by which alone they purfue their prey
with certainty of fuccefls, wind it through

all
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all its mazes, and tire it down by perfeve=
rance. It often happens, however, in the
favage flate, that their prey is either too much
diminithed, or too wary to ferve for a fufh-
cient fupply. In this cafe, when driven to
an extremity, all the dog kinds can hive for
fome time upon fruits and vegetables, which;
if they do not pleafe the appetite, at leaft
ferve to appeafe their hunger.

Of all this tribe, the Dog has every reafon
to claim the preference, being the moft intel-
ligent of all known quadrupedes, and the
acknowledged friend of mankind. Thedog?,
independant of the beauty of his form, his
vivacity, force and fwiftnefs, is poflefied of
all thofe internal qualifications that can con-
ciliate the affe@tions of man, and make the
tyrant-a proteCtor. A natural fhare of cou-
rage, an angry and ferocious difpofition,
renders the dog, in its favage ftate, a formi-
dable enemy to all other animals : but thefe
readily give way to very different qualities in
the domeftic dog, whofe only ambition feems
the defire to pleafe; he is feen to come
crouching along, to lay his force, his cou-
rage, and all his ufeful talents, at the feet
of his mafter; he waits his orders, to which

* The reft of this defeription of the dog is taken from Mr.
Buffon: what ] have added, is marked as before.

he
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he pays implicit obedience ; he confults hig
looks, and a fingle glance is fufficient to put
him in motion ; he 1s more faithful even
than the moft boafted among men; he is
conftant in his affections, friendly without
intereft, and grateful for the flighteft favours ;
much more mindful of benefits received,
than injuries offered; he is not driven
off by unkindnefs; he fill continues hums=
ble, fubmiflive, and imploring; his only
hope to be ferviceable, his only terror to
difpleafe; he licks the hand that has been
juft lifted to ftrike him, and at laft difarms
refentment, by fubmiffive perfeverance.

More docile than man, more obedient
than any other animal, he is not only in-
firu@ed in a fhort time, but he alfo con=
forms to the difpofitions and the manners of
thofe who command him. He takes his
tone from the houfe he inhabits; like the
reft of the domeftics, he is difdainful among
the great, and churlith among clowns. Al-
ways affiduous in ferving his mafter, and
only a friend to his friends, he is indifferent
to all the reft, and declares himfelf openly
againft fuch as feem to be dependant like
himfelf. He knows a beggar by his cloaths,
by his voice, or geftures, and forbids his ap-
proach. When at night the guard of the

Vour. III § houfe
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houfe is committed to his care, he feems
proud of * the charge; he continues a
watchful centinel, he goes his rounds, fcents
firangers at a diftance, and gives them warn-
ing of his being upon duty. If they attempt
to-break in upon his territories, he becomes
more fierce, flies at them, threatens, fights,
and either conquers alone, or alarms thofe
who have moft intereft in coming to his
affiftance ; however, when he has conquer-
ed, -he quietly repofes upon the fpoil, and
abftains from what he has deterred others
from abufing; gtving thus ‘at once a leflon
of courage, temperance, and fidelity.
-From hence we fee of what importance
this animal is to us in a fltate of nature.
Suppofing, for a moment, that the fpecies
had not exifted, how could man, without
the afliftance of the dog, have been able to
conquer, tame, and reduce to {ervitude,
every other animal? How could he difcover,
chafe and deftroy, thofe that were noxious
to him? In order-to be fecure, and to be-
come mafter of all animated nature, it was
neceflary for him to begin by makinga friend
of a part of them; to attach fuch of them
to himfelf, by kindnefs and carefles, as feem-
ed fitteft for obedience and adive in purfuit.
Thus the firft art employed by man, was
in conciliating the favour of the dog ; and

| the
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the fruits of this art were, the conqueit and
peaceable pofleflion of the earth,

The generality of animals have greater
agility, greater fwiftnefs, and more formi-
dable arms, from nature, than man; their
fenfes, and particularly that of fmelling,
are far more perfect: the having gained,
therefore, a new affiftant, particularly, one
whofe ftent is fo exquifite as that of the
dog, wasthe gaining a new fenfe, a new
faculty, which before was wanting. ‘The
machines and inftruments which we have
imagined for perfecting the reft of the fenfes,
do not approach to that already prepared by
nature, by which we are enabled to find out
every animal, though unfeen, and thus de-
ftroy the noxious, and ufe the {erviceable.

The dog, thus ufeful in himfelf, taken
into a participatien of empire, exerts a de-
gree of fuperiority over all animals that re-
quire human protection. 'The flock and the
herd obey his voice more readily even than
that of the fhepherd or the herd{fman; he
condufls them, guards them, keeps them
from capricioufly {feeking danger, and their
enemies he confiders as his own. Nor is he
lefs ufeful in the purfuit ; when the found of
the horn, or the voice of the hunt{man
calls him to the field, he teflifies his plea-
fure by every little art, and purfaes with

T 2 perfeverance,
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perfeverance, thofe animals, which, when
taken, he muft not expe& to divide. The
defire of hunting is indeed natural to him as
well as to his mafter, fince war and the chace
are the only employment of favages. All
animals that live upon fleth hunt by na-
ture; the lion and the tiger, whofe force is
{o great that they are fure to conquer, hunt
alone and without art; the wolf, the fox,
and the tiger dog, hunt in packs, affift
each other, and partake the fpoil. But
when education has perfeCted this talent in
the domefiic dog, when he has been taught
by man to reprefs his ardour, to meafure
his motions, and not to exhauft his force by
too {udden an exertion of ‘it, he then hunts
with method, and always with fuccefs.

“ Although the wild dog, fuch as he was
before he came under the protection of man-
kind, s at prefentutterly unknown, no fuch
animal being now to be found in any part
of the world, yet there are many that,

" from a domeftic {tate, have turned favage,

. and entirely purfue the dictates of nature.”
" In thofe deferted.and uncultivated countries
. where the dog is found wild, they feem en-
‘tirely to partake of the difpofition of the
wolf ; they unite in large bodies, and attack
the moft formidable animals of the foreft,
the 'cougar, the panther, and the bifon.
: | In
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In America, where they were originally
brought by Europeans, and abandoned by
their mafters, they have multiplied to fuch
a degree, that they {pread in packs over the
whole country, attack all other animals, and
even man himfelf does not pafs without in-
fult. They are there treated in the fame
manner as all other carnivorous animals, and
killed wherever they happen to come: how-
ever, they are eafily tamed: when taken
home, and treated with kindnefs and lenity,
they quickly become fubmiffive and familiar,
and continue faithfully attached to their
mafters. Different in this from the wolf or
the fox, who though taken ever fo young,
are gentle only while cubs, and, as they
grow older, give themfelves up to their
natural appetites of rapine and cruelty. In
thort, it may be afferted, that the dog is
the only animal whofe fidelity is unthaken ;
the only one who knows his mafter, and
the friends of the family; the only one
who inftantly diftinguifthes a {tranger; the
only one who knows his name, and anfwers
to the domeflic call ; the only one who {eems
to underftand the nature of fubordination,
and feeks affiftance; the only one who,
when he mifles his mafter, teftifies his lofs
by his complaints ; the only one who, car-
vied to a diftant place, can find the way

home ;



278 ANIMALS OF THE

home; the only one whofe natural talents
are evident, and whofe education is always
fuccefsful. _

In the fame manner, as the dog is of the
moft complying difpofition, fo alfo is it the
moft fufceptible of change in its form; the
varieties of this animal being too many for
even the moft careful defcriber to mention,
‘The climate, the food, and the education;
all make ftrong 1mpreflions upon the animal,
and produce alterations in its fhape, its co-
lour, its hair, its fize, and in every thing
but its nature. The fame dog, taken from
one climate, and brought to another, feems
to become another animal; but different
breeds are as much feparated, to all appear-
ance, asany two animals the moft diftin& in
nature. Nothing appears to continue con=-
{tant with them, but their internal confor-
mation; different in the figure of the body,
in the length of the nofe, in the fhape of
the head, in the length and the direGion of
ears and tail, in the colour, the quality, and
the quantity of the hair; in fhort, difterent
in every thing but that make of the parts
which ferve to continue the fpecies, and
keep the animal diftinct from all others. Tt
1s this peculiar conformation, this power of
producing an animal that can reproduce,

: that
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that marks the kind, and approximates forms
that at firft fight feem never made for con-
jundion, |
From this fingle confideration, therefore,
we may at once pronounce all dogs to be of
one kind ; but which of them is the original
of all the reft, which of them is the favage
dog from whence fuch a variety of defcen-
dants have come down, isno eafy matter to
determine, We may eafily indeed, obferve
that all thofe animals which are under the
influence of man, are fubje& to great variati-
ons. Such as have been fufficiently indepen-
dant, {o as to chufe their own climate, their
own nourifhment, and to purfue their own
habitudes, preferve the original marks of na-
ture, without much deviation; and it is
probable, that the firft of thefe is even at this
day very well reprefented in their defcen-
dants. But fuch as man has fubdued, trani-
ported from one climate to another, controll-
ed in their manner of living, and their food,
have moft probably been changed alfo in their
forms: particularly the dog has felt thefe al-
terations more ftrongly than any other of the
domeftic kinds; for living more like man, he
may be thus faid to live more irregularly alfo,
and, confequently, muft have felt alfo thofe
changes that fuch variety would naturally
produce. Some other caules alfo may be
afligned
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afligned for this variety in the fpecies of the
dog : as he is perpetually under the eye of
his mafter, when accident has produced any
fingularity in its produdlions, man ufes all
his art to continue this peculiarity unchang-
ed ; either by breeding from fuch as had thofe
fingularities, or by deftroying fuch as hap-
pened to want them ; befides, as the dog
produces much more frequently than fome
other animals, and lives a fhorter time, fo
the chance for its varieties will be offered in
greater proportion. |
But which is the original animal, and
which the artificial or accidental variety, is a
queftion which, as was faid, is not eafily re-
folved. - If the internal ftruture of dogs of
different forts be compared with each other,
it will be found, except in the point of fize,
that in. this refpect they are exallly the
fame.  This, therefore, affords no criterion.
If other animals be compared with the dog
internally, the wolf and the fox will be
found to have the moft perfe&t refemblance ;
it is probable, therefore, that the dog which
moft nearly refembles the wolf or the fox
externally, is the original animal of its kind :
for it 1s natural to fuppofe, that as the dog
moft nearly refembles them internally, fo he
may be near them in external refemblance
alfo, except where art or accident has al-

tered
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tered his form. 'This being fuppofed, if we
look among the number of varieties to be
tound in the dog, we fhall not find one fo
like the wolf or the fox, as that which is call-
ed the fhepherd’s dog. This is that dog
with long coarfe hair on all parts except the
nofe, pricked ears, and a long nofe, which
i1s common enough among us, and receives
his name from being prineipally ufed in
guarding and attending on fheep. ‘This
feems to be the primitive animal of his kind ;
and we fhall be the more confirmed in this
opinion, if we attend to the different cha-
raCters which climate produces in this
animal, and the different races of dogs which
are propagated in every country: and, in
the firit place, if we examine thofe countries
which are fhil favage, or but balf civilized,
where it is moft probable the dog, like his
mafter, has received but few impreflions
from art, we fhall find the thepherd’s dog,
or one very like him, fiill prevailing amongft
them. 'The dogs that have run wild in
America, and in Congo, approach this
form. 'The dog of Siberia, Lapland, and
Iceland, of the cape of Good Hope, of
Madagafcar, Madura, Calicut, and Malabar,
have all a long nofe, pricked ears, and re-
{femble the fhepherd’s dog very nearly. In
Guinea, the dog very {peedily takes this

form ;
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form; for, at the fecond or third generati-
on, the animal forgets to bark, his ears and
his tail become pointed, and his hair drops
off, while a coarfer, thinner kind comes in
the place. 'This fort of the dog is alfo to
be found in the temperate climates in great
abundance, particularly among thofe who,
preferring ufefulnefs to beauty, employ an
animal that requires very little inftruction to
be {erviceable. Notwithftanding this crea-
ture’s deformity, his melancholy and favage
air, he is fuperior to all the reft of his kind
in inftinét; and, without any teaching, na-
turally takes to tending flocks, with an affi-
duity and vigilance that at ance aftonifhes,
and yet relieves his mafter.

In more polifhed and civilized places, the
dog feems to partake of the univerfal refine-
ment; and, like the men, becomes more
beautiful, more majeftic, and more capable
of affluming an education foreign to his
nature, The dogs of Albany, of Greece,
of Denmark, and of Ireland, are larger
and ftronger than thofe of any other kind.
In France, Germany, Spain, and Italy, the
dogs are of various Kkinds, like the men;
and this variety feems formed by croffing
the breed of fuch as are imported from va-
rious climates,

The
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The fhepherd’s dog may, therefore, be
confidered as the primitive ftock from whence
thefe varieties are all derived, He makes
the ftem of that genealogical tree which has
been branched out into every part of the
world, This animal flill continues pretty
nearly in its original ftate among the poor
in temperate climates ; being tranfported
into the colder regions, he grows lefs and
more ugly among the Laplanders; but be-
comes more perfet in Iceland, Ruffia and
Siberia, where the climate is lefs rigorous,
and the people more civilized. Whatever
differences there may be among the dogs of
thefe countries, they are not very confider-
able, as they all have firait ears, long and
thick hair, a favage afpe&t, and do not bark
either {o often or o loud as dogs of the more
cultivated kind.

The fhepherd’s dog, tranfported into the
temperate climates, and among people en-
tirely civilized, fuch as England, France, and
Germany, will be divefted of his favage air,
his pricked ears, his rough, long, and thick
hair, and, from the fingle influence of cli-
mate and food alone, will become either a
Matin, a Maftiff, or an Hound. ‘Thefe
three feem the immediate defcendants of the
former; and from them the other varicties
are produced.

"The
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‘The Hound, the Harrier, and the Beagle,
feem all of the fame kind; for although the
bitch is covered but by one of them, yet in
her litters are found puppies refembling all
the three,  This animal, tranfported into
Spain or Barbary, where the hair of all quad-
rupedes becomes foft and long, will be there
converted into the land-fpaniel, and the wa-
ter-fpaniel, and thefe of different fizes.

The Grey Matin Hound, which is the fe-
cond branch, tranfported to the north, be-
comes the great Danifh dog; and this, fent
mnto the fouth, becomes the grey-hound, of
difterent fizes. 'The fame, tranfported into
Ireland, the Ukraine, Tartary, Epirus, and
Albania, becomes the great wolf dog, known
by the name of the Irifh wolf dog.

The Maftiff, which is the third branch,
and chiefly a native of England, when tran-
fported into Denmark, becomes the little
. Danifh dog; and this little Danifh dog, fent
into the tropical and warm climates, be-
comes the animal called the Turkith dog,
without hair. = All thefe races, with their
varieties, are produced by the influence of
climate, joined to the different food, educa-
tion, and fhelter, which they have received
among mankind. All other kinds may be
‘confidered as mongrel races, produced by the
concurrence of thefe, and found rather by

crofling
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crofling the breed than by attending to the
individual. “ As thefe are extremely nu-
merous, and very different in different coun-
tries, it would be almoft endlefs to mention
the whole ; befides, nothing but experience
can afcertain the reality of thefe conjeGtures
already made, although they have fo much
the appearance of probability; and until that
gives more certain information, we muft be
excufed from entering more minutely into
~ the {ubje&t.
-« With regard to the dogs of our country
in particular, the varieties are very great,
and the number every day encreafing. And
- this muft happen in a country fo open by
commerce to all others, and where wealth is
apt to produce capricious predilection. Here
the uglieft and moft ufelefs of their kinds
will be entertained merely for their fingular-
ity; and, being imported only to be looked
at, they will lofe even that {mall degree of
fagacity which they poffeffed in their natural
climates. From this importation of foreign
ufelefs dogs, our own native breed 1s, I am
 informed, greatly degenerated, and the vari-
eties now to be found in England much
more numerous than they were in the times
of Queen Elizabeth, when Doctor Caius
attempted their natural hiftory. Some of
. thofe he mentions are no longer to be found
- among
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among us, although many have fince been
introduced, by no means {o {erviceable as
thofe which have been fuffered to decay.

« He divides the whole race into three
kinds. 'The firft is, the gemerous kind,
which confifts of the tarrier, the harrier, and
the blood-hound ; the gaze-hound, the grey-
hound, the leymmer, and the tumbler; all
thefe are ufed for hunting. Then the fpan-
iel, gentle, or lap-dog, for amufement. The
fecond is the farm kind; confifting of the
fhepherd’s dog and the maftiff. And the
third is the mongrel kind ; confifting of the
wappe, the turn-{pit, and the dancer. To
thefe varieties we may add at prefent, the
bull-dog, the Dutch maftiff, the harlequin,
the pointer, and the Dane, with a variety
of lap-dogs, which, as they are perfetly ufe-
lefs, may be confidered as unworthy of a
name.

“ The Tarrier is a fmall kind of hound *,
with rough hair, made ufe of to force the fox
or the badger out of their holes; or rather
to give notice, by their barking, in what
part of the kennel the fox or badger refides,
when the f{portfmen intend to dig them
out,

“ The Harrier, as well as the beagle and
the fox-hound are ufed for hunting; of all
* Britith Zoclogy.

| other
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other animals, they have the quickeft and
moft diftinguithing fenfe of fmelling. The
properly breeding, matching, and training
thefe, make up the bufinefs of many men’s
lives.

“ The Blood-hound was a dog of great
ufe, and in high efteem among our anceftors.
Its employment was to recover any game
that had efcaped wounded from the hunter,
or had been killed, and ftolen out of the
foreft. But it was ftill more employed in
hunting thieves and robbers by their foot-
fteps. At that time, when the country was
lefs peopled than at prefent, and when,
confequently, the footfteps of one man were
lefs croffed and obliterated by thofe of
others, this animal was very ferviceable in
fuch purfuits ; but at prefent, when the
country is every where peopled, this variety
is quite worn out; probably becaufe it was
found of lefs fervice than formerly.

“ 'The Gaze-hound hunted, like our grey-
hounds, by the eye and not by the fcent,
It chafed indifferently the fox, hare, or buck.
It would feleét from the herd the fatteft and
faireft deer, purfue it by the eye, and if
loft recover it again with amazing fagacity.
This fpecies is now loft or unknown among
s,

“The
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“ The Grey-hound is very well known at
prefent, and was formerly held in fuch eifti-
mation, that it was the peculiar companion
of a gentleman; who, in the times of {femi-
barbarifm, was known by his horfe, his
hawk, and his grey-hound. Perfons under
a certain rank of life are forbidden, by fome
late game-laws, from keeping this animal;
wherefore, to difguife it the better, they
cut oft 1ts tail.

“The Leymmer is a {pecies now un-
known to uws. It hunted both by fcent and
fight, and was led in a leyme or thong, from
whence it recerved its name.

“ The Tumbler was lefs than the hound,
more {craggy, and had pricked ears ; fo that
by the defeription it feems to anfwer to the
modern lurcher. ‘'This took its prey by mere
cunning, depending neither on the goodnefs
of its nofe nor its fwiftnefs. If it came intor
a warren, it neither barked nor ran en the
rabbits; but, feemingly inattentive, ap-
proached fufficiently near till it eame within
reach, and then feized them by a fudden
fpring,

“ The Land Spaniel, which probably had
its: name from Spain, where it might have
acquited the foftmefs of its hair, is well
known at prefent. 'There are two varieties
of this kind; namely, the Slater, ufed in
hawking to fpring the game; and the Setter,

that
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that crouches down when it {fcents the birds,
till the net be drawn over them. I have
read fomewhere that the famous poet, Lord
Surry, was the firft who taught dogs to fet;
it being an amufement to this day only
known in England.

“ The Water Spaniel is another {pecies
ufed in fowling. This feecms to be the moft
docile of all the dog kind; and this docility
is particularly owing to his natural attach-
ment to man. Many other kinds will not
bear corre@ion; but this patient creature,
though very fierce to ftrangers, {feems unal-
terable in his aftfeCtions; and blows and ill
ufage feem only to encreafe his regard.

“ The Lap-dog, at the time of Do&or
Caius, was of Maltefe breed; at prefent it
comes from different countries; in general,
the more aukward or extraordinary thefe are,
the more they are prized.

“ The Shepherd’s dog has been already
mentioned, and as for the maftiff he is too
common to require a defcription. Dboctor
Caius tells us, that three of thefe were
reckoned a match for a bear, and four for
a lion. However, we are told that three of
them overcame a lion in the time of King
James the Firft; two of them being difabled
in the combat, the third obliged the lion to
feck for fafety by flight.

Vour. IIL ) a s
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“ As to the laft divifion, namely, of the
Wappe, the Turn-fpit, and the Dancer,
thefe were mongrels, of no certain fhape,
and made ufe of only to alarm the family,
or, being taught a variety of tricks, were
carried about as a thow.

« With regard to thofe of later importati-
on, the Bull-dog, as Mr, Buffon fuppofes,
is a breed between the fmall Dane and the
Englith maftiff. 'The large Dane is the tall-
eft dog that is gencrally bred in England. It
is fomewhat between a maftiff and a grey-
hound in thape, being more flender than
the other. 'They are chiefly ufed rather for
thew than fervice, being neither good in
the yard nor the field, The higheft are moft
efteemed; and they generally cut off their
ears to improve their figure, as fome abfurdly
fuppofe. 'The harlequin is not much unlike
the fmall Dane, being an ufelefs animal,
fomewhat between an Italian grey-hound
and a Dutch maftiff. To thefe feveral others
might be added, fuch as the pug-dog, the
black breed, and the pointer; but, in fad&,
the varieties are fo numerous as to fatigue
even the moft ardent curiofity.”

Of thofe of the foreign kinds, I fhall men-
tion only three, which are more remarkable
than any of the reft. ‘The Lion Dog

greatly
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greatly refembles that animal, in miniature,
from whence it takes the name. 'The hair
of the fore part of its body is extremely long,
while that of the hinder part is as thort.
The nofe is fhort, the tail long, and tufted
at the point, fo that in all thefe particulars
it is entirely like the lion. However, it
differs very much from that fierce animal in
nature and difpofition, being one of the
{malleft animals of its kind, extremely feeble,
timid, and inactive. It comes originally from
Malta, where it i1s found fo {fmall that wo-
men carry it about in their fleeves.

That animal falfely called the Turkith
Dog, differs greatly from all the reft of the
kind, in being entirely without hair. The
{kin, which is perfeitly bare, is of a fleth
colour, with brown {pots; and their figure
at firft view is rather difgufting. ‘Thefe
feem to be of the {fmall Danith breed, brought
into a warm climate, and there, by a fuccef-
fion of generations, divefted of their hair.
For this reafon, they are extremely chilly,
and unable to endure the cold of our climate;
and even in the midft of fummer they con-
tinue to fhiver as we {ee men in a frofty day.
Their {pots are brown, as was faid, well
marked, and eafily diftinguifhable in fummer,
but in the cold of winter they entirely dif-
appear. 'They are called the Turkifh breed,

Uz although
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although brought from a much warmer cli-
mate ; for fome of them have been known
to come from the warmeft parts of Africa
and the Eaft-Indies.

“ The laft variety, and the moft wonderful
of all that I fhall mention, 1s the Great Infh
Wolf Dog; that may be confidered as the
firft of the canine fpecies. This animal,
which 1s very rare even 1n the only country
in the world where it is to be found, is rather
kept for thew than ufe, there being neither
-wolves nor any other forinidable beafts of
prey in Ireland, that feem to require {fo pow-
erful an antagonift. The wolf dog is there-
fore bred up in the houfes of the great, or
fuch gentlemen as chufe to keep him as a
curiofity, being neither good for hunting the
hare, the fox, or the ftag, and equally un-
ferviceable as an houfe dog. Neverthelefs,
he is extremely beautiful and majeftic to ap-
_pearance, being the greateft of the dog kind
to be {een in the world., The largeft of thofe
I have feen, and I have feen above a dozen,
was about four feet high, or as tall as a calf
of a year old. He was made extremely like
a grey-hound, but rather more robuft, and
inclining to the figure of the French matin,
or the great Dane. His eye was mild, his
colour white, and his nature feemed heavy
and phlegmatic. This I afcribed to his hav-

ing



oG KiFNILL 293

ing been bred up to a fize beyond his na-
ture; for we fee in man, and all other ani-
mals that fuch as are overgrown are neither
fo vigorous nor alert as thofe of more mode-
rate ftature. The greateft pains had been
taken with thefe to enlarge the breed, both
by food and matching. This end was ef-
feGtually obtained, indeed; for the fize was
enormous; but, as it feemed to me, at the
expence of the animal’s fiercenefs, vigilance,
and fagacity. However, I was informed
otherwife; the gentleman who bred them
affuring me that a maftift would be nothing
when oppofed to one of them, who generally
feized their antagonift by the back: he added,
that they would worry the ftrongeft bull dogs,
in a few minutes, todeath. But this ftrength
did not appear either in their figure or their
inclinations ; they feemed rather more timid
than the ordinary race of dogs; and their
fkin was much thinner, and confequently lefs
fitted for combat, Whether with thefe dif-
advantages they were capable, as I was told,
of fingly coping with bears, others may deter-
mine ; however, they have but few oppor-
tunities, in their own country, of exerting
their ftrength, as all wild carnivorous animals
there are only of the vermin kind. Mr.
Buffon feems to be of opinion that thefe are
the true Moloflian dogs of the ancients; he

gives-
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gives no reafon for this opinion; and I am
apt to think it ill grounded. Not to trouble
the reader with a tedious critical difquifition,
which I have all along avoided, it will be
fufficient to obferve, that Nemefianus, in
giving direions for the choice of a bitch,
advifes to have one of Spartan or Moloffian
breed ; and among feveral other perfections,
he fays that the cars fhould be dependent,
and fluCluate as fthe runs *, 'This, however,
is by no means the cafe with the Irith wolf-
dog, wholc ears refemble thofe of the grey-
hound, and are far from flu¢tuating with the
animal’s motions. But of whatever kinds
thefe dogs may be, whether known among
the ancients, or whether produced by a later
mixture, they are now almoft quite worn
away, and are very rarely to be met with
even in Ireland. If carried to other coun-
tries, they foon degenerate; and even at
home, unlefs great care be taken, they quick-
ly alter. ‘They were once employed in clear-
ing the ifland of wolves, which infefted it
in great plenty ; but thefe being deftroyed,
the dogs alfo are wearing away, as if Nature

* Elige tunc curfu facilem, facilemque recurfu,
In Lacedzmonio natam feu rure Moloffo,—
Renibus ampla fatis validis, didutaque coxas
Cuique nimis molles-fluitent in curfibus aures.
Nemesraw.

meant
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meant to annihilate the fpecies when they
had no longer any fervices to perform.

“ In this manner feveral kinds of animals
fade from the face of nature that were once
well known, but are now feen no longer.
The enormous elk of the fame kingdom,

* that, by its horns, could not have been lefs
than eleven feet high, the wolf, and even the
wolf-dog, are extin@, or only continued in
fuch a manner as to prove their former plen-
ty and exiftence, From hence it is probable
that many of the nobler kinds of dogs, of
which the ancients have given us fuch beau-
tiful defcriptions, are now utterly unknown;
{ince among the whole breed we have not
one that will venture to engage the lion or
the tiger in fingle combat. The Englith
bull-dog is perhaps the braveft of the kind,
but what are his moft boafted exploits to
thofe mentioned of the Epirotic dogs by
Pliny, or the Indian dogs by /lian? The
latter gives us a defcription of a combat be-
tween a dog and a lion, which I will take
Jeave to tranflate,

“ When Alexander was purfuing his con-
quefts in India, one of the principal men
of that country was defirous of thewing him
the value of the dogs which his country
produced. Bringing his dog into the king's

prefence,



26 ANIMALS OF THE

prefence, he ordered a ftag to be let loofe
before him, which the dog, defpifing as an
unworthy enemy, remained quite regardlefs
of the animal, and never once ftirred from
his place. His mafter then ordered a wild
boar to be fet out; but the dog thought even
this a defpicable foe, and remained calm
and regardlefs as before. He was next tried
with a bear; but {till defpifing his enemy,
he only waited for an objet more worthy of
his courage and his force. At laft, they
brought forth a tremendous lion, and then
the dog acknowledged his antagonift, and
prepared for combat. He inftantly difco-
vered a degree of ungovernable ardour; and,
flying at the lion with fury, feized him by
the throat, and totally difabled him from
refiftance. Upon this, the Indian, who was
defirous of furprizing the king, and knowing
the conftancy and bravery of his dog, or-
dered his tail to be cut off; which was eafily
performed as the bold animal was employed
in holding the lion. He next ordered one of
his legs to be broken ; which, however, did
not in the leaft abate the dog’s ardour, but
he full kept his hold as before, Another
leg was then broken; but the dog, as if he
had fuffered no pain, only preffed the lion
flill the more, In this cruel manner, all his

legs
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legs were cut off, without abating his cou-
rage; and at laft, when his head was fepa-
rated from his body, the jaws feemed to
keep their former hold. A fight {o cruel did
not fail to affect the king with very ftrong
emotions, at once pitying the dog’s fate and
admiring his fortitude. Upon which the
Indian, feeing him thus moved, prefented
him with four dogs of the fame kind, which
in fome meafure alleviated his uneafinefs for
the lofs of the former.

“'The breed of dogs, however, in that
country, is at prefent very much inferior to
what this ftory feems to imply; fince, in
many places, inftead of dogs, they have
animals of the cat kind for hunting. In
other places alfo, this admirable and faith-
ful animal, inftead of being applied to his
natural ufes, is only kept to be eaten. All
over China there are dog-butchers, and
fhambles appointed for felling their flefh.
In Canton, particularly, there is a ftreet ap-
pointed for that purpofe; and what is very
extraordinary, wherever a dog-butcher ap-
pears all the dogs of the place are fure to be
in full cry after him; they know their ene-
my, and perfecute him as far as they are
able”  Along the coafts of Guinea, their
fleth is efteemed a delicacy by the Negroes;
and they will give one of their cows for a

doz.
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dog. But, among this barbarous and brutal
people, fcarce any thing that has life comes
amifs; and they may well take up with a
dog, fince they confider toads, lizards, and
even the fleth of the tiger itfelf, as a dainty.
It may perhaps happen that the fleth of this
animal, which i1s fo indifferent in the tem-
perate climates, may afflume a better quality
in thofe which are more warm ; but it is more
than probable that the diverfity is rather in
man than in the fleth of the dog; fince in
the cold countries the flefh is eaten with
equal appetite by the favages; and they have
their dog-feafts in the fame manner as we
have ours for venifon.

In our climate, the wild animals that
moft approach the dog are the wolf and
the fox; thefe in their internal confor-
mation ~greatly refemble each other, and
yet in their natures are very diftinét. The
ancients afferted that they bred together;
and I am affured by credible perfons that
there are many anumals in this country
bred between a dog and a fox. However,
all the endeavours of Mr. Buffon to make
them engender, as he aflures us, were inef-
feGual. For this purpofe, he bred up a
young wolf, taken in the woods, at two
months old,” with 2 matin dog of the fame
age. 'They were fhut up together, without
any other, in a large yard, where they had

l a fhelter
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a fhelter for retiring. ‘They neither of them
knew any other individual of their Kkind,
nor even any other man but he who had the
charge of feeding them. In this manner
they were kept for three years; {till with the
fame attention, and without conftraining
or tying them up. During the firft year the
young animals played with each other con-
tinually, and feemed to love each other very
much. In the fecond year they began to
difpute about their victuals, although they
were given more than they could ufe. ‘The
quarrel always began on the wolf’s fide.
They were brought their food, which con-
fifted of fleth and bones, upon a large
wooden platter, which was laid on the
ground. Juft as it was put down, the woif,
inftead of falling to the meat, began by driv-
ing off the dog; and took the platter in his
teeth fo expertly, that he let nothing of what
it contained fall upon the ground ; and in this
manner carried it off ; but as he could not
entirely efcape, he was frequently feen to run
with it round the yard five or fix times,
ftill carrying it in a pofition that none of its
contents could fall. In this manner it would
continue running, only now and then ftop-
ping to take breath, until the dog coming
up, the wolf would leave the victuals to
attack him, The dog, however, was the

ftronger
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fironger of the two; but as it was more
gentle, in order to fecure him from the
wolf’s attack, he had a collar put round his
neck. In the third year, the quarrels of
thefe 1ll paired aflociates were more vehe-
ment, and their combats more frequent ; the
wolf, therefore, had a collar put about its
neck, as well as the dog, who began to be
more fierce and unmerciful. During the
two firft years, neither feemed to teftify the
leaft tendency towards engendering; and it
was not till the end of the third, that the
wolf, which was the female, fhewed the na-
tural defire, but without abating either in
its fiercenefs or obftinacy. ‘This appetite ra-
ther encreafed than reprefled their mutual
animofity ; they became every day more in-
traflable ‘and ferocious, and nothing was
heard between them but the founds of rage
and refentment. 'They both, in lefs than
three weeks, became remarkably lean, with-
out ever approaching each other, but to com-
bat. At length, their quarrels became fo
defperate, that the dog killed the wolf, who
was become more weak and feeble; and he
was foon after himfelf obliged to be killed,
for, upon being fet at liberty, he inflantly
flew upon every animal he met, fowls, dogs,
and even men themfelves not efcaping his
favage fury.

The
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The fame experiment was tried upon
foxes, taken young, but with no better
{uccefs, they were never found to engender
with dogs; and our learned naturalift feems
to be of opinion that their natures are too
oppofite ever to provoke mutual defire. One
thing, however, muft be remarked, that the
animals on which he tried his experiments,
were rather too old when taken, and had
partly acquired their natural favage appe-
tites, before they came into his pofleffion.
The wolf, as he acknowledges, was two or
three months old before it was caught, and
the foxes were taken in traps. It may,
therefore, be eafily fuppofed, that nothing
could ever after thoroughly tame thofe crea-
tures, that had been fuckled in the wild
{tate, and had caught all the habitudes of
the dam. 1 have feen thefe animals, when
taken earlier in the woods, become very
tame; and, indeed, they rather were dif-
pleafing by being too familiar than too thy.
It were to be wifthed that the experiment
were tried upon fuch as thefe; and it is
more than probable that it would produce
the defired {fuccefs. Neverthelefs, thefe ex-
periments are {uflicient to prove that neither
the wolf nor the fox are of the fame nature

with the dog, but each of a fpecies perfectly
' diftinct,
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diftin&, and their joint produce moft probably
unfruitful.

The dog, when firt whelped, is not a
completely finithed animal. In this kind,
as in all the reft which bring forth many
at a time, the young are not {o perfect as in
thofe which bring forth but one or two.
They are always produced with the eyes
clofed, the lids being held together, not by
flicking, but by a kind of thin membrane,
which is torn as foon as the upper eye-hd
becomes ftrong enough to raife it from the
under. In general, their eyes are not
opened till ten or twelve days old. During
that time, the bones of the fcull are not
completed, the body is puffed up, the nofe
is thort, and the whole form but ill {ketched
out. In lefs than a month the puppy be~
gins to.ufe all its fenfes; and, from thence,
makes hafty advances to its perfection.
At the fourth month the dog lofes fome of
his teeth, as in other animals, and thefe are
renewed by fuch as never fall. The num-
ber of thefe amount to forty-two, which is
twelve more than is found in any of the
cat kind, which are known never to have
above thirty, The teeth of the dog being
his great and only weapeon, are formed in a
manner much more {erviceable than thofe of

the former; and there is fcarce any quadru-
pede
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pede that has a greater facility in rending,
cutting, or chewing its food. He cuts with
his incifors, or fore-teeth, he holds with his
four great canine teeth, and he chews his
meat with his grinders ; thefe are fourteen in
number, and fo placed that, when the jaws
are fhut, there remains a diftance between
them, fo that the dog, by opening his mouth
ever {0 wide does not lofe the power of his
jaws.  Butit is otherwife in the cat kind,
whofe incifors or cutting teeth are very {mall,
and whofe grinding teeth, when brought to-
gether, touch more clofely than thofe of the
dog, and, confequently, have lefs power,
Thus, for inftance, Ican {queeze any thing
more forcibly between my thumb and fore
finger, where the diftance 1s greater, than
between any other two fingers, whofe dift-
ance from each other is lefs.

This animal 1s capable of reproducing at
the age of twelve months *, goes nine weeks
with young, and lives to about the age of

* To this defcription I will beg leave to add a few par-
ticulars from Linnzus, as I find them in the original.
Vomitua gramina purgatur: cacat fupra lapidem. Al-
bum grecum anti fepticum fummum. Mingit ad latus
{this, however, not 1ill the animal is nine months old)
cum hofpite {mpe centies. Odorat anum alterius. Procis
rixaptibus . crudetis,  Menftruans cutulit cum variis.
Mordet illa ilos. Coharet copula junétus.

twelve.
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twelve. Few quadrupedes are lefs delicate
in their food ; and yet there are many kinds
of birds which the dog will not venture to
touch, He is even known, although in a
favage to ftate, abftain from injuring fome
which one might fuppofe he had every rea-
fon to oppofe. The dogs and the vultures
which live wild about Grand Cairo in Egypt,
(for the Mahometan law has expelled this
ufeful animal from human fociety) continue
together in a very fociable and friendly man-
ner *. As they are both ufeful in devour-
ing fuch carcafes as might otherwife putrefy,
and thus infeCt the air, the inhabitants fup-
ply them with provifions every day, in order
to keep them near the city. Upon thefe oc-
cafions, the quadrupedes and birds are often
feen together tearing the fame piece of flefh,
without the leaft enmity; on the contrary,
they are known to live together with a kind
of affeCtion, and bring up their young in
the fame neft.

Although the dog is a voracious animal,
yet he can bear hunger for a very long
time. We have an inftance, in the Me-
moirs of the Academy of Sciences, of this
kind, in which a bitch that had been for-
gotten in a country-houfe, lived forty days,
without any other nouritfhment than the

* Haflelquit Her. Pal2flin, p. 232,
‘ wool
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wool of a quilt which fhe had torn in pieces.
It fhould feem that water is more neceflary
to the dog than food; he drinks often,
though not abundantly :. and it is commonly
believed, that when abridged in water, he
runs mad. 'This dreadful malady, the con-
fequences of which are fo well known, is
the greateft inconvenience that refults from
the keeping this faithful domeftic. But it
is a diforder by no means fo frequent as the
terrors of the timorous would fuppofe; the
dog has been often accufed of madnefs,
without a fair trial ; and fome perfons have
been fuppofed to receive their deaths from
his bite, when either their own ill-grounded
fears, or their natural diforders were the
true caufe. |

THE W.O.LF

THE dog and the wolf are fo very
much alike internally, that the moft ex-
pert anatomifts can fcarce perceive the dif-
ference; and it may be aflerted alfo, that,
externally, fome dogs more nearly refemble
the wolf than they do each other. It wak
this ftrong fimilitude that firft led fome na-
turalifts to confider them as the fame ani«
mal, and to look upon the wolf as the dog
in its flate of favage freedom: hqwever,

You. 1L X this
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‘this opinion is entertained no longer ; the na-
tural antipathy thofe two animals bear to
each other; the longer time which the wolf
goes with young than the dog, the one going
over an hundred days, and the other not
quite ﬁxty ; the longer period of life in the
‘formc_r than the latter, the wolf living twen-
“ty years, the dog not fifteen ; all fufficiently
_point out a diftinGtion, and draw a line that
‘muft for ever keep them afunder.

The wolf, from the tip of the nofe, to
‘the infertion of the tail, is about three feet
feven inches long, and about two feet
five inches high; which fhews him to be
larger than our .great breed of maftiffs,
‘which are feldom found to be above three
“feet by two, "His colour is a mixture of
black, brown, and grey, extremely rough
and hard, but mixed towards the roots
with a kind of afh coloured fur. In com-
paring him to any of our well known breed
of dogs, the great Dane, or mongrel grey-
hound, for inftance, he will appear to have
the legs fhorter, the head larger, the muzzle
thicker, the eyes fmaller and more feparat-
ed from each other, and the ears thorter
and fraiter.. He appears, in every refpedt,
{tronger than the dog; and the length of
his hair contributes fiill more to his robuit
appearance. 'The feature which principal-

ly
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ly diftinguifhes the vifage of the wolf from
that of the dog, 1s the eye, which opens
{lantingly upwards, in the fame direction
with the nofe; whereas, in the dog, it
opens more at right angles with the nofe,
as in man. ‘The tail alfo, in this animal, is
long and buthy; and he carries it rather
more between his hind legs than the dog is
feen to do. The colour of the eye-balls in
the wolf are of a fiery green, and give his
vifage a fierce and formidable air, which
his natural difpofition does by no means
contradiét *,

The wolf is one of thofe animals whoie
appetite for animal food i1s the moft vehe-
ment ; and whofe means of fatisfying this
appetite are the moft various. Nature has
furnithed him with ftrength, cunning, agili-
ty, and all thofe requifites which fit an ani-
mal for purfuing, overtaking, and conquer-
ing its prey; and yet, with all thefe, the
wolf moft frequently dies of hunger, for he
is the declared enemy of man. Being long
profcribed, and a reward offered for his
head, he is obliged to fly from human habi-
tations, and to live in the foreft, where the
few wild animals to be found there, efcape

* The reft of this hiftory of the wolf is taken from Mr.
Buffon, andI look upon it as a complete model for patural
hiftory. If Iadd or differ, I mark it as ufual,

X 2 him
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him either by their fwiftnefs or their art; or
are fupplied in too {mall a proportion to fa-
tisfy his rapacity. He is naturally dull and
cowardly ; but frequently difappointed, and
as often reduced to the verge of famine, he
becomes ingenious from want, and courage-
ous from neceflity. When prefled with
hunger, he braves danger, and comes to at-
tack thofe animals which are under the pro-
tection of man, particularly fuch as he can
readily carry away, lambs, fheep, or even
dogs themfelves, for all animal food comes
then equally agreeable. When this excur-
{fion has fucceeded, he often returns to the
charze, until having been wounded or hard
prefled by the dogs, or the fhepherds, he
hides himfelf by day in the thickeft coverts,
and only ventures out at night; he then
fallies forth over thecountry, keeps peering
round the villages, carries off fuch animals
as are not under protection, attacks the
fheep-folds, fcratches up and undermines
the threfholds of doors where they are
houfed, enters furious, and deftroys all be-
fore he begins to fix upon and carry off his
prey. When thefe fallies do not fucceed,
he then returns to the thickeft part of the
foreft, content to purfue thofe fmaller
animals, which, even when taken, afford
him but a fcanty fupply. He there goes

regularly
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regularly to work, follows by the {fcent,
opens to the view, ftill keeps following,
hopelefs himfelf of overtaking the prey,
but expe@ing that fome other wolf will
come in to his affiftance, and then content to
fhare the {poil. At laft, when his neceffi-
ties are very urgent, he boldly faces certain
deftrution; he attacks women and chil-
dren, and fometimes ventures even to fall
upon men, becomes furious by his continu-

al agitations, and ends his life in madnefs.
The wolf as well externally as internally,
{o nearly refembles the dog, that he feems
modelled upon the fame plan; and yet he
only offers the reverfe of the medal. If his
form be like, his nature is fo different, that
he only preferves the ill qualities of the dog,
without any of his good ones. Indeed, they
are fo different in their difpofitions, that no
two animals can have a more perfe&t anti-
pathy to each other. A young dog fhudders
at the fight of a wolf; he even fthuns his
{cent, which, though unknown, is fo re-
pugnant to his nature, that he comes trem-
bling to take protection ncar his mafter. A
dog who is ftronger, and who knows his
ftrength, briftles up at the fight, teftifies his
animofity, attacks him with courage, en-
deavours to put him to flight, and does all in
his
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his power to rid himfelf of a prefence that
15 hateful to him. 'They never meet with-
out either flying or fighting; fighting for
life and death, and without mercy on either
fide. If the wolf is the ftronger, he tears
and devours his prey : the dog, on the con-
trary, i1s more generous, and contents him-
felf with his victory; he does not feem to
think that the body of a dead enemy fmells
wel/; he leaves him where he falls, to ferve
as food for birds of prey, or for other wolves,
fince they devour each other ; and when one
wolf happens to be defperately wounded,
the reft track him by his blood, and are fure
to thew him no mercy,

The dog, even in his favage ftate, is not
cruel; he is eafily tamed, and continues
attached to his mafter. 'The wolf when
taken young, becomes tame, but never has
an attachment ; nature 1s {ironger in him
than education ; he refumes, with age, his
natural difpofitions, and returns, as foon
as he can, to the woods from whence he
was taken. Dogs, even of the dulleft kinds,
feck the company of other animals; they
are naturally difpofed to follow and accom-
pany other creatures befide themfelves ; and
even by inftinét, without any education, take
to the care of flocks and herds, 'The
wolf, on the contrary, is the enemy of all

. fﬂciet}ri
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fociety ; he does not even keep much com-
pany with thofe of his kind. When they
are feen in packs together, it is not to be
confidered as a peaceful fociety, but a com-
bination for war: they teftify their hoftile
intentions by their loud howlings, and by
their fiercenefs difcover a project for attack-
ing fome great animal, fuch as a ftag or a
bull, or to deftroy fome more redoubtable
watch-dog. ‘The inftant their military expe-
dition is completed, their fociety is at an
end; they then part, and each returns in
filence to his folitary retreat. 'There is not
even any ftrong attachment between the
male and female ; thf:)r feek each other only
once a year, and remain but a few days to-
gether : they always couple in winter; at
which time feveral males are feen following
one female, and this affociation is flill more
bloody than the former: they difpute moft
cruelly, growl, bark, fight, and tear each
other ; and it fometimes happens that the
majority kill the wolf which has been chiefly
preferred by the female. It is ufual for the
fhe wolf to fly from them all with him fhe
has chofen; and watches this opportunity
when the reft are afleep.

The feafon for coupling does not continue
above twelve or fifteen days; and ufually

commences among the oldeft, thofe which
are
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are young being later in their defires. ‘The
males have no fixed time for engendering ;
they pafs from one female to the other, be-
ginning at the end of December, and ending
at the latter end of February, The time of
pregnancy is about three months and an
half ; and the young wolves are found from
the latter end of April to the beginning of
July. ‘The long continuance of the wolf’s
pregnancy is fufficient to make a diftintion
between it and the dog; did not alfo the
fiery fiercenefs of the eyes, the howl inftead
of barking, and the greater duration of its
life, leave no doubt of its being an animal
of its own particular {pecies. In other re-
{pects, however, they are entirely alike ; the
wolf couples exactly like the dog, the parts
are formed in the fame manner, and their
feparation hindered by the fame caufe.
When the the-wolves are near their time of
bringing forth, they feek fome very tufted
fpot, in the thickeft part of the foreft; in the
middle of this they make a fmall opening,
cutting away the thorns and briars with their
tecth, and afterwards carry thither a great
qilantity of mofs, which they form into a
bed for their young ones, They generally
bring forth five or fix, and fometimes even
to nine at a litter. The cubs are brought
forth, like thofe of the bitch, with the eyes

clofed ;
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clofed ; the dam fuckles them for fome
weeks, and teaches them betimes to eat flefh,
which fhe prepares for them, by chewing it
firft herfelf. Some time after the brings
them ftronger food, hares, partridges, and
birds yet alive. 'The young wolves begin
by playing with them, and end by killing
them. The dam then ftrips them of their
feathers, tears them in pieces, and gives to
each of them a fhare. They do not leave
the den where they have been littered, till
they are fix weeks, or two months old. They
then follow the old one, who leads them to
drink to the trunk of fome old tree where
the water has fettled, or at fome pool in the
neighbourhood. If the apprehends any dan-
ger, fhe inftantly coneeals them in the firft
convenient place, or brings them back to
their former retreat. In this manner they
follow her for fome months ; when they are
attacked, fhe defends them with all her
ftrength, and more than ufual ferocity. Al-
though, at other times, more timorous than
the male, at that feafon fhe becomes bold
and fearlefs; willing perhaps to teach the
young ones future courage by her own ex-
ample. It is not till they are about ten or
twelve months old, and until they have fhed
their firft teeth, and completed the new, that
fhe thinks them in a capacity to fhift for

them-
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themf{elves, Then when they have acquired
arms from nature, and have learned induftry
and courage from her example, the declines
all future care of them, being again engaged
in bringing up a new progeny.

'The males and females are in a capacity
to engender when two years old. It is pro-
bable that the females of this fpecies, as well
as of moft others, are fooner completed than
the males; but this is certain, that they
never defire to copulate until their fecond
winter; from whence we may fuppofe that
they live fifteen or twenty years; for allow-
ing three years for their complete growth,
this multiplied by feven gives them a life of
twenty-one; moft animals, as has been ob-
ferved, living about {feven times the number
of years which they take to come to perfec-
tion. Of this, however, there is as yet no
certainty, no more than of what hunt{men
affert, that in all the litters there are more
males than females. From them alfo we
learn that there are fome of the males who
attach themfelves to the female, who accom-
pany her during her geftation, until the time
of bringing forth, when fthe hides the place
of her retreat from the male, left he fhould
devour her cubs  But after this, when they
are brought forth, that he then takes the

{fame care of them as the female, carries
them
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them provifions, and, if the dam fhould
happen to be killed, rears them up in her
ftead.

The wolf grows grey as he grows old, and
his teeth wear, like thofe of moft other ani-
mals, by ufing. He fleeps when his belly is
full, or when he is fatigued, rather by day
than night ; and always, like the dog, is very
cafily waked. He drinks frequently; and
in times of drought, when there is no water
to be found in the trunks of old trees, or in
the pools about the foreft, he comes often,
in the day, to the brooks, or the lakes
in the plain. Although very voracious, he
fupports hunger for a long time, and often
lives four or five days without food, provided
he be fupplied with water.

The wolf has great firength, particularly
in his fore-parts, in the muicles of his neck
and his jaws. He carries off a fheep in his
mouth without letting it touch the ground,
and runs with it much fwifter than the
fhepherds who purfue him ; fo that nothing
but the dogs can overtake, and oblige him
to quit his prey. He bites cruelly, and al-
ways with greater vehemence in proportion
as he is leaft refifted ; for he ufes precau-
tions with fuch animals as attempt to ftand
upon the defenfive. He is ever cowardly,

| and
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and never fights but when under a neceflity
of fatisfying hunger, or making good his
retreat.  When he 1s wounded by a bullet,
he is heard to cry out; and yet, when fur-
rounded by the peafants, and attacked with
clubs, he never howls as the dog under cor-
reion, but defends himfelf in filence, and
dies as hard as he lived.

His nature is, in fa&t, more favage than
that of the dog; he has lefs fenfibility and
greater ftrength, He travels, runs, and
keeps plundering for whole days and nights
together. He is in a manner indefatigable;
and perhaps of all animals he is the moft
difficult to be hunted down. The dog is
good natured and courageous ; the wolf,
though favage, is ever fearful. If he hap-
pens to be caught in a pit-fall, he is for
fome time fo frightened and aftonifthed, that
he may be killed without offering to refift,
or taken alive without much danger. At
that inftant, one may clap a collar round his
neck, muzzle him, and drag him along,
without his ever giving the leaft figns of
anger or refentment. At all other times he
has his fenfes in great perfection; his eye,
his ear, and particularly his fenfe of {melling,
which 1s even {uperior to the two former,
He {mells a carcafe at more than a league’s
diftance; he alfo perceives living animals a

greax
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great way off, and follows them a long time
upon the {cent, Whenever he leaves the
wood, he always takes care to go out againft
the wind. When juft come to its extremity,
he ftops to examine, by his {mell, on all
fides, the emanations that may come either
from his enemy or his prey, which he very
nicely diftinguithes, He prefers thofe ani-
mals which he kills himfelf to thofe he finds
dead ; and yet he does not difdain thefe
when no better is to be had. He 1s particu-
larly fond .of human fleth; and perhaps, if
he were fufficiently powerful, he would eat
no other. Wolves have been feen following
armies, and arriving in numbers upon the
field of battle, where they devoured fuch
dead bodies as were left upon the field, or
but negligently interred. 'Thefe, when once
accuftomed to human fleth, ever after feek
particularly to attack mankind, and chufe to
fall upon the thepherd rather than his flock.
We have had a late inftance of two or three
of thefe keeping a whole province, for more
than a month, 1n a continual alarm.

It fometimes happens that a whole coun-
try is called out to extirpate thefe moft dan-
gerous invaders. ‘The hunting the wolf is a
favourite diverfion among the great of fome
countries ; and it muft be confefled it {eems
to be the moft ufeful of any. Thefe animals

are
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are diftinguifhed by the hunt{men into the
young wolf, the old wolf, and the great wolf.
They are known by the prints of their feet ;
the older the wolf, the larger the track he
leaves. 'That of the female is narrower and
longer than that of the male. It is neceflary
to have a good flarter to put up the wolf;
and it is even convenient to ufe every art
to encourage him in his purfuit; for all dogs
have a natural repugnance againft this ani-
mal, and are but cold in their endeavours,
When the wolf is once put up, it is then
proper to have grey-hounds to let fly at him,
in leathes, one after the other. 'The firft
leafh is fent after him in the beginning, fe-
conded by a man on horfe-back ; the fecond
are let loofe about half a mile farther, and
the third when the reft of the dogs come
up with, and begin to bait him. He for a
long time keeps them off, ftands his ground,
threatens them on all fides, and often gets
away ; but ufually the hunters arriving come
in aid of the dog, and help to difpatch him
with their cutlaffes. When the animal is
killed, the dogs teftify no appetite to enjoy
their viGtory, but leave him where he falls,
a frightful {peCtacle, and even in death hi-

deous.
The wolf is fometimes alfo hunted with
harriers ; but as he always goes firaight
forward,
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forward, and often holds his {peed for a
whole day together, this kind of chace 1s te-
dious and difagreeable, at leaft if the harriers
are not aflifted by grey-hounds, who may
harrafs him at every view. Several other
arts have been alfo ufed to take and deftroy
this noxious animal. Heis furrounded and
wounded by men and la,rge houfe-dogs ; heis
fecured in traps; he is poifoned by carcafes
prepared and placed for that purpofe, and is
caught in pit-falls. “ Gefner tells us of a
friar, a woman, and a wolf, being taken in
one of thefe, all in the fame night. The
woman loft her fenfes with the fright, the
friar his reputation, and the wolf his life.”
All thefe difafters, however, do not prevent
this animal’s multlplymg In gredat numbers,
particularly in countries where the woods are
plenty.  France, Spain, and Italy, are great-
ly infefted with them ; but England, Ireland,
and Scotland are happily fet free.

King Edgar is faid to be the firft who at-
tempted to rid this kingdom of fuch difagree-
able inmates, by commuting the punifhment
for certain crimes into the acceptance of a
number of wolf’s tongues from each crimi-
nal*. However, {fome centuries after thefe
animals were again encreafed to {fuch a de-
gree, as to become the object of royal at-

* Britith Zoology, p. 62-
tention;



320 ANIMALS OF THE
tention ; accordingly Edward the Firft iffued

out his mandate to one Peter Corbet to fu-~
perintend and affift in the deftru&tion of
them. Theyare f{aid to have infefted Ireland
long after they were extirpated in England ;
however, the oldeft men in that country re-
member nothing of thefe animals; and it
1s probable that there have been none there
for more than a century paft. Scotland alfo
is totally free.

The colour of this animal differs accord-
ing to the different climates where it is bred,
and often changes even in the fame country.
Befide the common wolves, which are found
in France and Germany, there are others
with thicker hair, inclining to yellow. Thefe
are more {avage and lefs noxious than the
former, neither approaching the flocks nor
habitations, and living rather by the chace
than rapine. In the northern climates they
are found fome quite black, and fome white
all over. 'The formerare larger and ftronger
than thofe of any other kinds.

The fpecies is very much diffufed in every
part of the world, being found in Afia, Afri-
ca, and in America, as well as Europe. The
wolves of Senegal refemble thofe of France,
except that they are larger and much fiercer
than thofe of Europe. Thofe of Egypt

arc
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are {maller than thofe of Greece. In the
eaft, the wolf is trained up for a thew, be-
ing taught to dance and play tricks ; and one
of thefe thus educated often fells for four or
five hundred crowns, It is faid that in
Lapland the wolf will never attack a rein-
deer that is feen haltered ; for this wary ani-
mal, being well acquainted with the nature
®f a trap, fufpeils one wherever it perceives
a rope. However, when he fees the deer
entirely at liberty, he feldom fails to deftroy it,

“ The wolf of North America is blacker
and much lefs than thofe in other parts of
the world, and approaches nearer in form to
the dog than thofe of the ordinary kind *
In fa@, they were made ufe of as fuch
by the favages till the Europeans introduced
others; and even now, on the remoter
fhores, or the more inland parts of the coun-
try, the favages ftill make ufe of thefe ani-
mals in hunting. They are very tame and
gentle ; and thofe of this kind that are wild
are neither {o large nor fo fierce as an Euro-
pean wolf, nor dothey ever attack mankind.
They go together in large packs by night to
hunt the deer, which they do as well as any
dogs in England ; and it 1s confidently affert-

* Brookes’s Natural Hiftory, vol. 1. p. 1g8.
Vor, IIL o cd
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ed that one of them is {fufficient to run down
a deer*. Whenever they are feen along the
banks of thofe rivers near which the wan-
dering natives pitch their huts, it is taken
for granted that the bifon or the deer are
not far off ; and the favages affirm that the
wolves come with the tidings, in order to
have the garbage, after the animal has been
killed by the hunters. Catefby adds a cir?
cumftance relative to thefe animals, which,
if true, invalidates many of Mr. Buffon’s
obfervations in the foregoing hiftory. He
afferts, that thefe being the only dogs ufed
by the Americans, before the arrival of the
Europeans among them, they have fince
engendered together, and that their breed has
become prolific; which proves the dog and
the wolf to be of the fame {pecies. It were
to be wifhed that this fa& were better afcer-
tained ; we fhould then know for a certainty
in what degree the dog and the wolf refem-
ble each other, as well in nature as in con-
formation ; we might then, perhaps, be en-
abled to improve the breed of our dogs, by
bringing them back to their native forms and
inftinés; we might, by crofling the firain,
reflore that race of thofe bold animals, which
the ancients affure us were more than a
match for the lion,”
* Dictionaire Raifonée. Loup.
However,
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However, this animal may be ufeful in
North America ; the wolf of Europe is a very
noxious animal, and {carce any thing belong-
ing to him 1s good, except his fkin. Of
this the furriers make a covering that is
warm and durable, though coarfe and un-
fightly. His fleth is very indifferent, and
{eems to be difliked by all other animals, no
other creature being known to eat the wolf’s
fleth except the wolf himfelf. He breathes a
moft feetid vapour from his jaws, as his
food is indifcriminate, often putrid, and fel-
dom cleanly. In fhort, every way offenfive,
a favage afpeQ, a frightful howl, an infup-
portable odour, a perverfe difpofition, fierce
habits, he is hateful while living, and ufelefs
when dead.

Lo BeoaeP plDs X

THE Fox very exaltly refembles the wolf
and the dog internally; and, although he
differs greatly from both in fize and carriage,
yet when we come to examine his fhapes
minutely, there will appear to be very little
difference in the defcription. Were, for in-
ftance, a painter to draw from a natural
hiftorian’s exateft defcription the figure of a
dog, a wolf and a fox, without having ever
feen either, he would be very apt to con-
found all thefec animals together; or rather
he would be unable to catch thofc peculiar

Xz out-
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gut-hines that no defcription can fupply.
Words will never give any perfon an exad
idea of forms any way irregular; for al-
though they be extremely juft and precife,
yet the numberlefs difcriminations to be at-
tended to will confound each other, and we
fhall no more conceive the precife form, than
we fhould be able to tell when one pebble
more was added or taken away from a thou-
fand.- 'To conceive, therefore, how the fox
differs in form from the wolf or the dog, it
is neceflary to fee all three, or at leaft to
fupply the defets of defcription by examin-
ing the difference in a print.

The fox is of a {lenderer make than the
wolf, and not near {o large ; for as the former
is above three feet and a half long, fo the
other is not above two feet three inches. The
tail of the fox alfo is longer in proportion
and more bufhy; its nofe is fmaller and ap-
proaching more nearly to that of the grey-
hound, and its hair fofter. On the other
hand, it differs from the dog in having its
" eyes obliquely fituated, like thofe of the
wolf ; its cars are direted alfo in the fame
manner as thofe of the wolf, and its head is
equally large in proportion to its fize. It
differs ftill more from the dog in its firong
offenfive {mell, which is peculiar to the
{pecies, and often the caufe of their death,
However, fome are ignorantly of opinion
| dan
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that it will keep off infeCtious difeafes, and
they preferve this animal near their habita-
tions for that very purpofe.

The fox has fince the beginning been fa-
mous for his cunning and his arts, and he
partly merits his reputation *. Without -at-
tempting to oppofe either the dogs or the
thepherds, without attacking the flock, or
alarming the village, he finds an eafier way
to {ubfift, and gains by his addrefs what is
denied to his firength or courage. Patient
and prudent, he waits the opportunity for
depredation, and varies his conduft with
every occafion. His whole ftudy is his pre-
{ervation ; although nearly as indefatigable,
and aQually more {wift than the wolf, he
does not entirely truft to either, but makes
himfelf an afylum, to which he retires in
cale of neceflity; where he thelters himfelf
from danger, and brings up his young.

As among men, thofe who lead a domeftic
life are more civilized and more endued with
wifdom than thofe who wander from place to
place, {o, in the inferior ranks of animated
nature, the taking pofleffion of an home
fuppofes a degree of inftint which others
are without 1. The choice of the fitua=
tion for this domicil, the art of making it
convenient, of hiding its entrance, and fe-

* Buffon; Renard. + Ibid.
€uring
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curing it againft more powerful animals,
are all fo many marks of fuperior {kill and
induftry. 'The fox is furnithed with both,
and turns them to his advantage. He ge-
nerally keeps his kennel at the edge of the
wood, and yet within an eafy journey of
fome neighbouring cottage. From thence
he liftens to the crowing of the cock, and
the cackling of the domeftic fowls. He
{cents them at a diftance ; he feizes his op-
portunity, conceals his approaches, creeps
flyly along, makes the attack, and feldom
returns without his booty. If he be able to
get into the yard, he begins by levelling all
the poultry without remorfe, and carrying
off a part of the fpoil, hides it at fome
convenient diftance, and again returns to
the charge. Taking off another fowl in the
fame manner, he hides that alfo, but not in
the fame place; and this he pradlifes for
feveral times together, until the approach
of day, or the noife of the domeftics, give
him warning to retire. The {fame arts are
practifed when he finds birds entangled n
{pringes laid for them by the fowler; the
fox takes care to be beforehand, very expert-
ly takes the bird out of the fnare, hides it
for three or four days, and knows very ex-
actly when "and where to return to avail
himfelf of his hidden treafure. He is equally
alert in feizing young hares and rabbits, be-

fore
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fore they have ftrength enough to efcape
him, and when the old ones are wounded
- and fatigued he is {fure to come upon them in
their moments of diftrefs, and to fhew them
no mercy. In the fame manner he finds out
birds nefls, feizes the partridge and the quail
while fitting, and deftroys a large quantity
of game. 'The wolf is moft hurtful to the
peafant, but the fox to the gentleman. In
thort, nothing that can be eaten feems to
come amifs; rats, mice, ferpents, toads,
and lizards. He will, when urged by hun-
ger, eat carrots and infets; and thofe that
live near the fea-coafts, will, for want of
other food, eat crabs, thrimps, and fhell-fith.
The hedge-hog in vain rolls itfelf up intoa
ball to oppofe him, this determined glutton
teizes it until it is obliged to appear uncover-
ed, and then he devours it. The wafp and
the wild bee are attacked with equal fuccefs.
Although at firft they fly out upon their in-
vader, and adtally oblige him to retire, this
15 but for a few minutes, until he has rolled
himfelf upon the ground and thus cruthed
fuch as ftick to his {kin ; he then returns to
the charge, and at laft, by perfeverance,
obliges them to abandon their combs; which

he greedily devours, both wax and honey;,
The chace of the fox frequites lefs pre-
paration than that of the wolf, and it is
alfo
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alfo more pleafant and amufing. As dogs
have a natural repugnance to purfue the
wolf, {o they are equally alert in following
the fox ; which chace they prefer even to
that of the hare or the buck. The hunt{-
men, as upon other occafions, have their
cant terms for every part of thischace. The
fox the firft year is called a cub; the fecond, a
Jox; and the third, an o/d fox; his tail is
called the brufb or drag, and his excrement
the billiting. He is ufually purfued by a
large kind of harrier or hound, affifted by
tarriers, or a fmaller breed, that follow him
into his kennel, and attack him there. The
inftant he perceives himfelf purfued, he
makes-to his kennel, and takes refuge at
the bottom of it, where for a while he lofes
the cry of his enemies; but the whole pack
coming to the mouth, redouble their wehe-
mence and rage, and the little tarrier boldly
ventures in. - It often happens that the ken~
nel 1s made under a rock, or among the
roots of old trees; and in fuch cafes the
fox cannot be dug out, nor 1s the tarrier
able to contend with him at the bottom of
his hole. By this contrivance he continues
fecure ; but when he can be dug out, the
ufual way 1s to carry him in a bag to
fome open- country, and there fet him
loofe before the hounds. The hounds

and
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and the men follow, barking and thouting
wherever he runs; and the body being
ftrongly employed, the mind has not time
to make any reflection on the futility of the
purfuit. What adds to this entertainment
is the ftrong {cent which the fox leaves, that
always keeps up a full cry ; although as his
fcent is ftronger than that of the hare, it is
much fooner evaporated. His fhifts to ef-
cape when all retreat is cut off to his kennel
are various and furprizing. He always
chufes the moft woody country, and takes
thofe paths that are- moft embarraffed with
thorns and briars. He does not double, nor
ufe the unavailing fhifts of the hare; but flies
in a diret line before the hounds, though
at no very great diftance ; manages his
ftrength ; takes to the low and plathy
grounds, where the fcent will be lefs apt to
lie; and at laft, when overtaken, he defends
himfelf with defperate obftinacy, and fights
in filence to the very laft gafp.

“The fox, though refembling the dog in
many refpecs, is neverthelefs very diftin&
in his nature, refufing to engender with it;
and though not teftifying the antipathy of
the wolf, yet difcovering nothing more than
indifference, ‘'This animal alfo brings forth
fewer at a time than the dog, and that but

once a year. Its litter is generally from four
to
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to fix, and feldom lefs than three. The fe=
male goes with young about fix weeks, and
feldom ftirs out while pregnant, but makes
a bed for her young, and takes every pre~
caution to prepare for their production.
When fhe finds the place of their retreat
difcovered, and that her young have been
difturbed during her abfence, fhe removes
them one after the other in her mouth, and
endeavours to find them out a place of bet-
ter fecurity. A remarkable inftance of this
animal’s parental aftection happened while I
was writing this hiftory, in the county of
Effex. A fhe-fox that had, as it fhould
feem, but one cub, was unkennelled by a
gentleman’s hounds, near Chelmsford, and
hotly purfued. In fuch a cafe, when her
own life was in imminent peril, one would
think it was not a time to confult the fafety
of her young; however, the poor animal,
braving every danger, rather than leave her
cub behind to be worried by the dogs, took
it up in her mouth, and ran with it in this
manner for fome miles. At laft, taking her
way through a farmer’s yard, fhe was”af-
faulted by a maftiff, and at laft obliged to
drop her cub, which was taken up by the
farmer. I was not difpleafed to hear that
this faithful creature efcaped the purfuit, and
at laft got off in fafety. The cubs of the

fox
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fox are born blind, like thofe of the dog;
they are eighteen months or two years in
coming to perfeCtion, and live about twelve
or fourteen years.

As the fox makes war upon all animals,
fo all others feem to make war upon him.
The dog hunts him with peculiar actimony ;
‘the wolf is ftill a greater and more neceffi-
tous enemy, who purfues him to his very
retreat. Some pretend to fay that, to keep
the wolf away, the fox lays at the mouth of
its kennel a certain herb, to which the wolf
has a particular averfion. This, which no
doubt is a fable, at leaft fhews that thefe
two animals are as much enemies to each
other as to all the reft of animated nature.
But the fox is not hunted by quadrupedes
alone; for the birds, who know him for their
mortal enemy, attend him in his excurfions,
and give each other warning of their ap-
proaching danger. ‘The daw, the magpye,
and the black bird conduct him along, perch-
ing on the hedges as he creeps below, and,
with their cries and notes of hoftility, ap-
prize all other animals to beware ; a caution
which they perfe@ly underftand, and put
into practice. ‘The hunters themfelves are
often informed by the birds of the place of
his retreat, and fet the dogs into thofe

thickets where they fee them particularly
noify
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noify and quﬁrulm:l‘s_ So that it is the fate
of this petty plunderer to be detefted by
every rank of animals; all the weaker clafles
thun, and all the fironger purfue him.

The fox, of all wild animals, i1s moft {ub=«
je& to the influence of climate; and there
are found as many varieties in this kind al-
moft as in any of the domeftic animals *
The generality of foxes, as 18 well known,
are red ; but there are fome, though not in
England, of a greyifh caft; and Mr. Buffon
aflerts that the tip of the tail in all foxes is
white ; which, however, is not {o in thofe
of this country. There are only three vari-
eties of this anmimal in Great-Britain, and
thefe are rather eftablithed upon a difference
of fize than of colour or form. The grey-
hound fox is the largeft, talleft and boldeft;
and will attack a grown fheep. The maftiff
fox is lefs, but more ftrongly built. 'The cur
fox 1s the leaft and moft common; he lurks
about hedges and out-houfes, and is the moft
pernicious of the three to the peafant and
farmer. |

In the colder countries round the pole,
the foxes are of all colours; black, blue,
grey, iron grey, filver grey, White, white
with red legs, white with black heads, white
with the tip of the tail black, red with the

* Buffon, Renard. i
ihroat
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throat and belly entirely white, and lafily
with a ftripe of black running along the
back, and another croffing it at the thoulders™.
'The common kind, however, is more univer-
fally diffufed than any of the former, being
found in Europe, in the temperate climates
of Afia, and alfo in America ; they are very
rare in Africa, and in the countries lying
under the torrid zone, Thofe travellers who
talk of having feen them at Calicut, and
other parts of Southern India, have miftaken
the jackall for the fox. 'The fur of the
-white fox is held in no great eftimation, be-
caufe the hair falls oft; the blue fox fkins
are alfo bought up with great avidity, from
their fcarcenefs ; but the black fox fkin is of
all others the moft efteemed, a fingle fkin
often felling for forty or fifty crowns. The
hair of thefe is fo difpofed, that it is impofi-
ble to tell which way the grain lies; for if
we hold the {kin by the head the hair hangs
to the tail, and if we hold it by the tail it
hangs down equally {mooth and even to the
head. Thefe are often made into men’s
muffs, and are at once very beautiful and
warm, In our temperate climate, however,
furs are of very little fervice, there being
fcarce any weather fo {fevere in England from
which our ordinary cloaths may not very well
defend us.

* Buffon, Renard.
THE
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T HE"TACRNL'L

THE Jackall is one of the commoneft
wild animals in the whole Eaft; and yet
there 1s {carce any lefs known in Europe, .
or more confufedly defcribed by natural hif-
torians. In general, we are aflured that it
refembles the fox in figure and difpofition,
but we are ftill ignorant of thofe nice dif-
tinctions by which it is known to be a difs
ferent {pecies. It is faid to be of the fize of
a middling dog, refembling the fox in the
hinder parts, particularly the tail; and the.
wolf in the fore-parts, efpecially the nofe.
Its legs are fhorter than thofe of the fox,
and its colour is of a bright yellow, or forrel,
as we exprefs it in horfes, 'This is the rea-
fon it has been called in Latin the Golden
Wolf; a name, however, which is entirely
unknown in the countries where they are
moft common. 1

The fpecies of the jackall is diffufed all
over Afia, and is found alfo in moft parts of
Africa, feeming to take up the place of the
wolf, which in thofe countries is not {0 com-
mon. There feem to be many wvarieties
among them ; thofe of the warmeft climates
appear to be the largeft, and their colour is
rather of a reddith brown than of that beau-
tiful yellow by which the {maller jackalls arg
chiefly diftinguifhed,

Although
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Although the {pecies of the wolf ap-
proaches very near to that of the dog, yet
the jackall feems to be placed between them;
to the favage fiercenefs of the wolf it adds
the impudent familiarity of the dog*. Its
cry is an howl, mixed with barking, and a
lamentation refembling that of human dif~
trefs. It is more noify in its purfuits even
than the dog, and more voracious than the
wolf. 'The jackall never goes alone, but
always in a pack of forty or fifty together.
Thefe unite regularly every day to form a
combination againft the reft of the foreft.
Nothing then can efcape them ; they are
content to take up with the {malleft ani-
mals; and yet, when thus united, they have
courage to face the largeft. They feem very
little afraid of mankind; but purfue their
game to their doors, without teftifying ei-
ther attachment or apprehenfion.  They
enter infolently into the fheep-folds, the
yards, and the ftables, and, when they can
find nothing elfe, devour the leather harnefs,
boots, and {hoes, and run off with what they
have not time to fwallow.

They not only attack the living but the
dead, They fcratch up with their feet the
new made graves, and devour the corpfe
how putrid foever. In thefe countries there-

® Buffon, vol. xxvii. p. 5z2.
fore
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fore where they abound, they are obliged
to beat the carth over the grave, and to
mix it with thorns, to prevent the jackalls
from fcraping it away. They always affift
each other as well in this employment of
exhumation as in that of the chace. While
they are at this dreary work, they exhort
each other by a moft mournful cry, refem-
bling that of children under chaftifement;
and when they have thus dug up the body,
they fhare it amicably between them. Thefe,
like all other favage animals, when they
have once tafted of human fleth, can never
after refrain from purfuing mankind. They
watch the burying grounds, follow armies,
and keep in the rear of caravans. They
may be confidered as the vulture of the
quadrupede kind ; every thing that once had
animal life, feems equally agreeable to them;
the moft putrid fubftances are greedily de-
voured ; dried leather, and any thing that
has been rubbed with greafe, how infipid
foever in itfelf, 1s fufhicient to make the
whole go down.

They hide themfelves in holes by day,
and {eldom appear abroad till night-fall,
when the jackall that has firft hit upon the
fcent of fome larger beaft gives notice to the
reft by an howl, which it repeats as it runs;

| while
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while all the reft, that are within hearing,
pack in to its afliftance. The gazelle, or
whatever other beaft it may be, finding itfelf
purfued, makes off towards the houfes and
the towns ; hoping, by that means, to de-
ter its purfuers from following : but hunger
gives the jackall the fame degree of boldnefs
that fear gives the gazelle, and it purfues
even to the verge of the city, and often
along the ftreets, The gazelle, however,
by this means, moft frequently efcapes; for
the inhabitants fallying out, often difturb
the jackall in the chace; and as it hunts by
the {cent, when once driven off, it never
recovers it again, In this manner we fee
how experience prompts the gazelle, which
is naturally a very timid animal, and par-
ticularly fearful of man himfelf, to take re-
fuge near him, confidering him as the leaft
dangerous enemy, and often efcaping by his
afliftance.

But man is not the only intruder upon the
jackall’s induftry and purfuits. The lion,
the tiger, and the panther, whofc appetites
are fuperior to their {fwiftnefs, attend to its
call, and follow in filence at fome diftance
behind *.  'The jackall purfues the whole
night with unceafing affiduity, keeping up
the cry, and with great perfeverance at laft

* Linn=zi Syftema, p. 6o.
Vou. III. Z tires
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tires down its prey ; but juft at the moment
‘it fuppofes itfelf going to fhare the fruits of
its labour, the lion or the leopard comes in,
fatiates himfelf upon the {poil, and his poor
provider muft be content with the bare car-
cafs he leaves behind. It is not to be won-
dered at, therefore, if the jackall be vora-
cious, fince it fo feldom has a fufficiency;
nor that it feeds on putrid fubflances, fince
it is not permitted to feaft on what it has
newly killed. Befide thefe enemies, the
jackall has flill another to cope with, for be-
tween him and the dog there is an irreconci-
leable antipathy, and they never part with-
out an engagement. The Indian peafants
often chafe them as we do foxes; and have
learned, by experience, when they have got
a lion er a tiger in their rear. Upon fuch
occafions they keep their dogs clofe, as they
would be no match for fuch formidable ani-
mals, and endeavour to put them to flight
with their cries. When the lion is difmified,
they more eafily cope with the jackall, who
is as {tupid as it 1s impudent, and feems
much better fitted for purfuing than retreat-
ang. It fometimes happens that one of them
fleals filently into an outhoufe, to feize the
poultry, or devour the furniture, but hear-
ing.ﬂthﬁré in full ery without at a diftance,

without
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without thought, it inftantly anfwers the
call, and thus betrays its own depredations.
The peafants fally out upon it, and the
foolifh animal finds, too late, that its inftin&
was too powerful for its fafety.

TR B 128 A "8,

AS the jackall is a fort of intermediate
{pecies between the dog and the wolf*, fo
the ifatis may be confidered as placed be-
tween the dog and the fox. This animal
has hitherto been fuppofed to be only a va-
riety of the latter; but from the lateft ob-
fervations, there is no doubt of their being
perfedly diftin@®. 'The ifatis is very common
m all the northern countries bordering upon
the icy fea; and is feldom found, except in
the coldeft countries. It extremely refembles
a fox, in the form of its tail; and a dog, in
the make of its head, and the pofition of its
eyes. 'The hair of thefe animals is fofter
than that of a common fox ; fome are blue,
{fome are white at one feafon, and at ano-
ther of a ruffet brown. Although the
whole of its hair be two inches long, thick,
tufted and gloffy, yet the under jaw is en-

* In this defcription I have followed Mr. Buffon.
Z 2 tirely



340 ANIMALS OF THE

tirely without any, and the fkin appears bare
in that part.

This animal can bear only the coldeft cli-
mates, and is chiefly feen along the coafts of
the icy {ea, and upon the banks of the great
rivers that difcharge themfelves therein. It
is chiefly fond of living in the open country,
and feldom feen in the foreft, being moftly
found in the mountainous and naked regions
of Norway, Siberia, and Lapland. It buz-
rows, like the fox; and when with young,
the female retires to her kennel, in the fame
manner as the fox is feen to do. Thefe
holes, which are very narrow, and extreme-
ly deep, have many out-lets. They are
kept very clean, and are bedded at the bot-
tom with mofs, for the animal to be more at
its eafe. Its manner of coupling, time of
geftation, and number of young, are all
fimilar to what is found in the fox; and it
ufually brings forth at the end of May, or
the beginning of June,

Such are the particulars in which this ani-
mal differs from thofe of the dog kind, and
in which it refembles them : but its moft
firiking peculiarity remains ftill to be men-
tioned namely, its changing its colour, and .
being feen at one time, brown, and at ano-
ther perfecly white. As was already faid,
- fome are naturally blue, and their colour ne-
ver changes; but fuch as are to be white,

are,
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are, when brought forth, of a yellow hue,
which in the beginning of September, 1s
changed to white, all except along the top of
the back, along which runsa firipe of brown,
and another crofling it down the fhoul-
ders, at which time the animal 1s called the
croft fox ; however, this brown crofs totally
difappears before winter, and then the crea-
ture is all over white, and its fur is two
inches long: this, about the beginning of
May, again begins to fall ; and the molting
1s completed about the middle of July, when
the ifatis becomes brown once more. The

fur of this animal is of no value, unlefs it
be killed in winter,

Iy HOY BN

THE hyzna is the laft animal I fhall
mention among thofe of the dog kind, which
it in many refpeds refembles, although too
{trongly marked to be ftrictly reduced to any
type. 'The hywna is nearly of the fize of a
wolf ; and has fome {imilitude to that ani-
mal in the fhape of its head and body. The
head, at firft fight, does not appear to differ,
except that the ears of the hyzna are lon-
ger, and more without hair; but, upon
obferving more clofely, we fhall find the
hicad broader, the nofe flatter, and not fo

pointed.
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pointed. ‘The eyes are not placed obliquely,
but more like thofe of a dog. The legs,
particularly the hinder, are longer than thofe
either of the dog or the wolf, and different
from all other quadrupedes whatfoever, in
having but four toes, aswell on the fore feet
as on the hinder. Its hair is of a dirty
greyith, marked with black, difpofed in
waves down its body. Its tail is fhort, with
pretty long hair; and immediately under it,
above the anus, there is an opening into a
kind of glandular pouch, which feparates
a fubftance of the conlfiftence, but not of
the odour, of civit. 'This opening might
have given arife to the error of the ancients,
who afferted, that this animal was every
year, alternately, male and female. Such
are the moft firiking diftinctions of the
Ryena, as given her by naturalifts ; which,
neverthelefs, convey but a very confufed
idea of the peculiarity of its form. Its man-
ner of holding the head feems remarkable;
fomewhat like a dog, purfuing the fcent,
with the nofe near the ground. 'The head
being held thus low, the back appears ele-
vated, like that of the hog, which, with a
long briftly band of hair that runs all along,
gives it a good deal the air of that animal;
and, it is probable that, from this fimilitude

it firft took its name, the word houina being
Greek,



DOG KIND. 343

Greek, and derived from hus, which ﬁgniﬁes:
a fow,

But no words can give an adequate idea
of this animal’s figure, deformity, and fierce-
nefs. More favage and untameable than
any other quadrupede, it feems to be for
ever in a ftate of rage or rapacity, for ever
growling, except when receiving its food.
Its eyes then gliften, the briftles of its back
all ftand upright, its head hangs low, and
yet its teeth appear; all which give it a
moft frightful afpe@, which a dreadful
howl tends to heighten. This, which
I have often heard, is very peculiar: its
-beginning refembles the voice of a man
moaning, and its latter part as if he were
making a violent effort to vomit As it
is loud and frequent, it might, perhaps
have been fometimes miftaken for that
of a human voice in diftrefs, and have
given rife to the accounts of the ancients,
who tell us, that the hyana makes its moan,
to attrat unwary travellers, and then to de-
ftroy them: however this be, it feems the
moft untra@able, and, for its fize, the moft"
terrible of all other quadrupedes; nor does
its courage fall fhort of its ferocity; it de-
fends itfelf againft the lion, is a match for
the panther, and attacks the ounce, that
it feldom fails to conquer,

It
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It is an obfcene and folitary animal, to be
found chiefly in the moft defolate and uncul-
tivated parts of the torrid zone, of which it
s a native*, It refides in the caverns of
mountains, inthe clefts of rocks, or in dens
that it has formed for itfelf under the earth.
Though taken ever fo young, it cannot be
tamed ; it lives by depredation, like the
wolf, but is much ftronger, and more cou-
rageous, It fometimes attacks man, carries
off cattle, follows the flock, breaks open the
theep cots by might, and ravages with infa-
tiable voracity. Its eyes fhine by night ; and
it is aflerted, not without great appearance
of truth, that it fees better by night than by
day. When deftitute of other provifion, it
{crapes up the graves, and devours the dead
bodies, how putrid foever. To thefe dif~
pofitions, which are fufficiently noxious
and formidable, the ancients have added
numberlefs others, which are long fince
known to be fables: as, for inftance, that
the hyazna was male and female alternately;
that having brought forth and fuckled its
young, it then changed fexes for a year, and
became a male. 'This, as was mentioned
above, could only proceed from the open-
ing under the tail, which all animals of
this {pecies are found to have; and which is
found in the fame manner in no other

quadrupede,
* Buffan. | |
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quadrupede, except the badger. There is,
in the weafel kind indeed, an opening, but
it is lower down, and not placed above the
anus, as in the badger and the hyana.
Some have faid that this animal changed the
colour of its hair at will ; others, that a ftone
was found in its eye, which, put under a
man’s tongue, gave him the giit of prophe-
cy; fome have faid that he had no joints in
the neck, which, however, all quadrupedes
are known to have; and fome, that the tha-
dow of the hyzna kept dogs from barking,
Thefe, among many other abfurdities, have
been afferted of this quadrupede; and which
I mention to thew the natural difpofition of
mankind, to load thofe that are already but
too guilty, with accumulated reproach.

CHA P
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CH AP "IX
Of Animals of the Weafel Kind.

H AVING defcribed the bolder ranks of
carnivorous animals, we now come to a mi-
nuter and more feeble clafs, lefs formidable
indeed than any of the former, but far more
numerous, and, in proportion to their fize,
more active and enterprizing. The weafel
kind may be particularly diftinguifhed from
other carnivorous animals, by the length and
flendernefs of their bodies, which arée fo
fitted as to wind, like wornis, into very fmall
openings, after their prey; and hence alfo
they have received the name of vermin, from
their {imilitude to the worm in this particu-
lar. 'Thefe animals differ from all of the cat
kind, in the formation and difpofition of
" their claws, which, as in the dog kinds,
they can neither draw in nor extend at
pleafure, as cats are known to do. They
difter from the dog kind, in being cloathed
rather with fur than hair; and although
fome varieties of the fox may refemble them
in this particular, yet the coat of the latter
is longer, fironger, and always more refem-
bling hair. Befide thefe diftin&ions, all

animals
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animals of the weafel kind have glands pla-
ced near the anus, that either open into it,
or beneath it, furnifhing a fubftance that,
in fome, has the moft oftenfive {mell in na-
ture, in others, the moft pleafing perfume,
All of this kind are fhll more marked by
their habitudes and difpofitions, than their
external form; cruel, voracious, and cow-
ardly, they fubfift only by theft, and find
their chief protetion in their minutenefs.
They are all, from the fhortnefs of their
legs, flow in purfuit; and, therefore, owe
their fupport to their patience, affiduity, and
cunning. As their prey is precarious, they
live a long time without food; and if they
happen to fall in where it is in plenty, they
inftantly deftroy all about them before they
begin to fatisfy their appetite, and fuck the
blood of every animal before they begin to
touch its flefh.

Thefe are the marks common to this
kind, all the fpecies of which have a moft
ftriking refemblance to each other; and he
that has feen one, in fome meafure, may
be faid to have {feen all. 'The chief diftinc-
tion in this numerous clafs of animals, is
to be taken from the fize; for no words
can give the minute irregularities of that
outline by which one fpecies is to be diftin-

guifhed from that which is next it. I will
begin,
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begin, therefore, with the leaft and the beft
known of this kind, and ftill marking the
fize, will proceed gradually to larger and
larger, until we come from the weafel to the
glutton, which I take to be the largeft of all.
The weafel will ferve as a model for all the
reft; and indeed, the points in which they
differ from this little animal, are but very
inconfiderable.

The Weafel *, as was faid, is the {malleft
of this numerous tribe ; itslength not exceed-
ing feven inches, from the tip of the nofe to
the infertion of the tail. This length, how-
ever, feems to be very great, if we compare
it with the height of the animal, which is
not above an inch and an half. In meafur-
ing the wolf, we find him to be not above
once and-an half as long as he 1s high; in
obferving the weafel, we find it near five
times as long as it is high, which thews an
amazing difproportion. 'The tail alfo, which
is hufhy, is two inches and an half long,
and adds to the apparent length of this little
animal’s body, The colour of the weafel is
of a bright red on the back and fides, but
white under the throat and the belly, It has
whifkers like a cat; and thirty-two teeth,
which is two-more than any of the cat kind;

¥ Britifh Zoology, vol. i. p. 83.
and
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and thefe alfo feem better adapted for tearing
and chewing, than thofe of the cat kind are.
The eyes are little and black. 'The ears
thort, broad, and roundith; and have a
fold at the lower part, which makes them
- look as if they were double. Beneath the
corners of the mouth, on each jaw, is a
fpot of brown.

~ This animal, though very diminutive to
- appearance, is, neverthelefs, a very formida-
ble enemy to quadrupedes an hundred times
its own fize. It is very common and well
known in moft parts of this country; but
feems held in very different eftimation, in
different parts of it. In thofe places where
“fheep or lambs are bred, the weafel is a moft
noxious inmate, and every art is ufed to
deftroy it; on the contrary, in places where
agriculture is chiefly followed, the weafel is
confidered as a friend that thins the number
of fuch vermin as chiefly live upon corn:
however, in all places, it is one of the moft
untameable and untra&able animals in the
world*.,  When kept in the cage, either for
the purpofes of amufement or infpetion, it
‘will not touch any part of its vi¢tuals while
any body looks on. It keeps in a continual
agitation, and feems frighted {o much at the
fight of mankind, that it will die, if not
permitted to hide itfelf from their prefence.

* Buffon,vol. xv, p. 37 .
or
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For this purpofe, it muft be provided, in its
cage, with a fufficient quantity of wool or
hay, in which it may conceal itfelf, and
where it may carry whatever it has got tg
eat; which, however, it will not touch until
it begins to putrefy. In this flate it is feen
to pafs three parts of the day in fleeping;
and referves the night for its time of exercife
and eating.

In its wild ftate, the night 1s ikewife the
time during which it may be properly faid to
live. At the approach of evening, it is feen
ftealing from its=hole, and creeping about
the farmer’s yard for its prey. If it enters
the place where poultry are kept, it never
attacks the cocks or the old hens, But-imme-
diately aims at the young ones. It does not
eat its prey on the place, but, after killing,
it by a fingle bite near the head, and with a
wound fo {mall that the place can {carcely
be perceived, it carries it off to its young, or
its retreat. It alfo breaks and fucks the eggs,
and fometimes kills the hen that attempts to
defend them, Itis remarkably active; and
in a confined place, fcarce any amimal can
efcape it. It will run up the {ides of walis
with fuch facility; that no place is fecure
from it ; and its body is fo {mall, that there 1s

{carce any hole but what it can wind through.
Du-
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During the fummer, its excurfions are more
extenfive ; but in winter, it chiefly confines
itfelf in barns and farm-yards, where it re-
mains till {pring, and where it brings forth
its young. All this feafon it makes war upon
the rats and mice, with ftill greater fuccefs
than the cat; for being more achve and
flender, it purfues them into their holes,
and, after a fhort refiftance, deftroys them,
It creeps alfo into pigeon-holes, de-
ftroys the young, catches {parrows, and all
kind of fmall birds; and, if it has brought
forth its young, hunts with ftill greater bold-
nefs and avidity. In fummer, it ventures
farther from the houfe ; and particularly goes
nto thofe places where the rat, its chiefeft
prey, goes before it.  Accordingly, it is
found in the lower grounds, by the fide of
waters, near mills, and often is feen to hide
its young in the hollow of a tree.

The female takes every precaution to
make an eafy bed for her little ones: fhe
lines the bottom of her hole with grafs, hay,
leaves, and mofs, and generally bringsforth
from three to five at a time. All animals
of this, as well as thofe of the dog kind,
bring forth their young with clofed eyes ;
but they very foon acquire ftrength fufficient
to follow the dam in her excurfions, and
aflift in her proje&s of petty rapine. ‘The

wealel,
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wea(zl, like all others of its kind, does not
run on equably, but moves by bounding;
and when it climbs a tree, by a fingle {pring
it gets a good way from the ground. It
jumps in the fame manner upon its prey ;
and, having an extremely limber body;
evades the attemptsof much fironger ani-
mals to feize it.

This animal, like all of its kind, has a
very ftrong {mell; and that of the weafel is
peculiarly foetid. 'This {cent is very diftin-
guifhable in thofe creatures, when they
void their excrement; for the glands which
furnifth this feetid {ubftance, which 1s of the
confiftence of fuet, open dire@ly into the
orifice of the anus, and taint the excrement
with the ftrong effluvia. The weafel {fmells
more ftrongly in fummer than in winter;
and more abominably when irritated or pur-
fued, than when at its eafe. It always preys
in filence, and never hasa cry except when
firuck, and then it has a rough kind of
fqueaking, which at once exprefles refent-
ment and pain. Its appetite for animal food
never forfakes it; and it feems even to take
a pleafure in the vicinity of putrefaction,
Mr. Buffon tells us of one of them being
found with three young ones, in the carcafs
 of a wolf that was grown putrid, and that
‘had been hung up, by the hind legs, as a ter-

IOk
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ror to others, Into this horrid retreat the
weafel thought proper to retire to bring
forth her young; fhe had furnifhed the cavity
with hay, grafs and leaves; and the young
were juft brought forth when they were dif-
covered by a peafant paflfing that way.

THE'ERMINE g §TOAT,

NEXT to the weafel in fize, and per-
fe@ly alike in figure, is the Ermine. The
difference between this and the former ani-
mal is fo very fmall, that many, and among
the reft Linnzus, who gives but one defcrip-
tion of both, have confounded the two
kinds together. However their differences
are fufhicient to induce later naturalifts to
fuppofe the two kinds diftinct; and as their
lights feem preferable, we chufe to follow
their defcriptions ™,

The ftoat, or ermine, differs from the wea-
fel in fize, being ufually nine inches long;
whereas the former is not much above fix,
The tail of the ermine is always tipped with
black, and is longer in proportion to the
body, and more furnifhed with hair. The
edges of the ears and the ends of the toes
in this animal are of a yellowith white ; and
although it is of the fame colour with the

* Buffon, Britith Zoology.
oL, Ik - Aa wealel,
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weafel, being of alightith brown, and though
both this animal, as well as the weafel, in
the moft northern parts of Europe, chan-
ges its colour in winter, and becomes white 3
yet even then the weafel may be eafily dif-
tinguifhed from the ermine by the tipof the
tail, which in the latter is always black.

It is well known that the fur of the er-
mine is the moft valuable of any hitherto
known; and it is in winter only that this
little animal has it of the proper eolour and
confiftence, In fummer, the ermine, as was
faid before, 1s brown, and it may at that
time more properly be called the ftoat. There
are few {o unacquainted with quadrupedes as
not to perceive this change of colour in the
hair, which in fome degrec obtains in them
all. 'The horfe, the cow, and the goat, all
manifeftly change colour in the beginning of
fummer, the old long hair falling off, and a
fhorter coat of hair appearing in its room,
generally of a darker colour, and yet more
glofly. What obtains in our temperate cli-
mate, is feen to prevail ftill more ftrongly in
thofe regions where the winters are long and
fevere, and the fummers fhort and yet gene-
rally hot in an extreme degree, The animal
has ftrength enough during that {eafon, to
throw off a warm coat of fur, which would
but incommeode 1t, and continues for two

or
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or three months in a ftate fomewhat refems=
bling the ordinary quadrupedes of the milder
climates. At the approach of winter, how-
ever, the cold encreafing, the coat of hair
feems to thicken in proportion; from being
coarfe and fhort it lengthens and grows finer,
while multitudes of {maller hairs grow up
between the longer, thicken the coat, and
give it all that warmth and foftne{s which
are {o much valued in the furs of the nor-
thern animals.

It is no eafy matter to account for this re-
markable warmth of the furs of northern
quadrupedes, or how they come to be fur-
nifhed with fuch an abundant covering. It
is ealy enough, indeed, to fay that Nature
fits them thus for the climate; and, like an
indulgent mother, when fhe expofes them to
the rigour of an intemperate winter, fup-
plies them with a covering againft its incle-
mency. But this is only flourithing; it 1s
not eafy, to tell how Nature comes to fur-
nifh them in this manner, A few particu-
lars on'this fubjet are all that we yet know,
it is obfervable among quadrupedes, as well
even among the human fpecies itfelf, that
a thin fparing diet is apt to produce hair;
children that have been ill fed, famifhed dogs
and horfes, are more hairy than others whofe
food has been more plentiful, 'This may,

Aaz therefore,
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therefore, be one caufe that the animals of
the north, in winter, are more hairy than
thofe of the milder climates. At that fea-
fon, the whole country is covered with
deep fnow, and the provifions which thefe
creatures are able to procure can be but pre-
carious and fcanty. Its becoming finer may
alfo proceed from the feverity of the cold,
that contradls the pores of the {kin, and the
hair confequently takes the fhape of the
aperture through which it grows, as wires
are made fmaller by being drawn through a
{maller orifice. However this may be, all
the animals of the artic climates may be
faid to have their winter and fummer gar-
ments, except very far to the north, as in
Greenland, where the cold is fo continually
intenfe and the food {o {carce, that neither
the bears nor foxes change colour at all *,
The ermine, as was faid, 1s remarkable
among thefe for the {oftnefs, the clofenefs,
and the warmth of its fur. It i1s brown in
fammer, like the weafel, and changes colour
before the winter is begun, becoming a
beautiful cream colour, all except the tip of
the tail, as was faid before, which ftill con-
tinues black. Mr. Daubenton had one of
thefe brought him with its white winter fur,
which he put into a cage and kept, in order
* Krantzs Hiftory of Greenland, vol. i. P 72.
to
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to obferve the manner of moulting its hair.
He received it in the beginning of March,
and in a very fhort time it began to fhed its
coat, and a mixture of brown was feen to
prevail among the white, fo that at the ninth
of the fame month its head was ncarly be-
come of a reddith brown. Day after day
this colour appeared to extend at firft along
the neck and down the back, in the manner
of a flripe of about half an inch broad.
The fore-part of the legs then affumed the
fame colour ; a part of the head, the thighs,
and the tail, were the laft that changed; but
at the end of the month there was no white
remaining, except on thofe parts which are
always white in this fpecies, particularly the
throat and the belly. However, he had not
the pleafure of feeing this animal refume its
former whitenefs, although he kept it for
above two years; which, without doubt,
was owing to its imprifoned ftate; this colour
being partly owing to its ftinted food, and
partly to the rigour of the feafon. During
its ftate of confinement, this little animal al-
ways continued very wild and untra&able ;
for ever in a ftate of violent agitation, ex-
cept when afleep, which it often continued
for three parts of the day. Except for
its moft difagreeable fcent, it was an ex-
tremely pretty creature, its- eyes {prightly,

1ts
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its phyfiognomy pleafant, and its motions {o
fwift that the eye could fcarce attend them.
It was fed with eggs and flefh, but it al«
ways letthem putrify before it touched either.,
As fome of this kind are known to be fond
of honey, it was tried to feed this animal
with fuch food for a while; after having
for three or four days deprived it of other
food, it eat of this, and died fhortly after;
a ftrong proof of its being a diftint {pecies
from the pole cat or the martin, who feed
upon honey, but otherwife pretty much re-
femble the ermine in their figure and difpofi-
tions.,

- In the north of Europe and Siberia, their
fkins make a valuable article of commerce,
and they are found there much more fre-
quently than among us. In Siberia they
Burrow in the fields, and are taken in traps
baited with fleth. In Norway they are either
thot with blunt arrows or taken in traps
made of two flat ftones, one being propped
with a ftick, to which is faftened a baited
ftring, which when the animals attempt to
pull away, the flone drops and crufhes them
to death. 'This animal is fometimes found
white in Great Britain, and is then called a
white weafel. Its furs, however, among us
are of no value, having neither the thick-
nefs, the clofenefs, nor the whitenefs of

thofg
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thofe which come from Siberia. The fur of
the ermine, in every country, changes by
time; for, as much of its beautiful white-
nefs is given it by certain art known to the
furriers, fo its natural colour returns, and its
former whitenefs can never be reftored again.

T'HE«F EBRRET.

THE animal next in fize to the ermine,
1s the ferret ; which 1s a kind of domeftic in
Europe, though faid to be originally brought
from Africa into Spain, which being a coun-
try abounding in rabbits, required an animal
of this kind, more than any other: however
this be, it is not to be found at prefent
among us except in its domeftic ftate; and it
is chiefly kept tame, for the purpofes of the
warren,

The ferret is about one foot long, being
nearly four inches longer than the weafel. It
refembles that animal in the {lendernefs of
its body, and the fhortnefs of its legs ; but its
nofe is tharper, and its body more flender, in
proportion to its length. The ferret is com-
monly of a cream colour; but they are alfo
found of all the colours of the weafel kind ;
white, blackifh, brown and party-coloured.
Thofe that are of the whitith kind, have
their eyes red, asis almoft general with all

animals
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animals entirely of that colour. But its
principal diftinction from the weafel, is the
length of the hair on its tail, which is much
longer 1n the ferret than the weafel. Words
will not well exprefs the other diftin(ions ;
and what might take up a page in dull dif-
crimination, a fingle glance of the eye, when
the animals themfelves are prefented, can
difcover.

As this animal is a native of the torrid
zone *, {o it cannot bear the rigours of our
climate, without care and fhelter; and it
generally repays the trouble of its keeping, by
its great agility in the warren. It is naturally
fuch an enemy of the rabbit kind, that if a
dead rabbit be prefented to a young ferret,
although it has never feen one before, it in-
ftantly attacks and bites it with an appear-
ance of rapacity, If the rabbit be living, the
ferret 1s flill more eager, feizes it by the
neck, winds itfelf roud it, and continues to
fuck its blood, till it be fatiated.

Their chief ufe in warrens, is to enter the
holes, and drive the rabbits into the nets that
are prepared for them at the mouth. For
this purpofe, the ferretis muzzled; other-
wife, inftead of driving out the rabbit,
it would content itfelf with Kkilling and

fucking
* Buffon.
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{fucking its blood at the bottom of the hole ;
but, by this contrivance, being rendered
unable to feize its prey, the rabbit cfcapes
from its claws, and inftantly makes to the
mouth of the hole with fuch precipitatation,
that it 1s inextricably entangled in the net
placed there for its reception. It often
happens, however, that the ferret difen-
gages itfelf of its muzzel, and then it is
moft commonly loft, unlefs it be dug out;
for, finding all its want {fatisfied in the
warren, it never thinks of returning to the
owner, but continues to lead a rapacious
{olitary life while the fummer continues,
and dies with the cold of the winter, In
order to bring the ferret from his hole, the
owners burn ftraw and other fubftances at
the mouth ; they alfo beat above, to terrify
it ; but this does not always fucceed ; for as
there are feveral iffues to each hole, the
ferret is affeted neither by the noife or the
{moke, but continues fecure at the bottom,
{leeping the greateft part of the time, and
waking only to fatisfy the calls of hunger.
The female of this fpecies*, is fenfibly
lefs than the male, whom fhe feeks with
great ardour, and, it is faid, often dies,
without being admitted. They are ufually
kept in bexes, with wool, of which they

* Buffon.
make
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make themfelves a warm bed, which ferves
to defend them from the rigour of the cli-
mate, They fleep almoft continually ; and
the inftant they awake, they feem eager
for food. 'They are ufually fed with bread
and milk, and they breed twice a year.
Some of them devour their young as foon
as brought forth ; and then they become fit
for the male again. ‘Their number is ufually
from five to fix at a litter; and this is faid
to confift of more females than males. Up-
on the whole, this 1s an ufeful, but a dif-
agreeable and oftenfive animal ; its fcent is
foetid, its nature voracious, it 1s tame with-
out any attachment, and fuch 1s 1ts appetite
for blood, that it has been known to attack
and kill children in the cradle. It is very
eafy to be irritated ; and, although at all
times  its fmell is very offenfive, it then is
much more fo; and its bite is very difheult
of cure,

To the ferret kind we may add an ani-
mal which Mr, Buffon calls the Vanfire,
the {kin of which was fent him ftuffed,
from Madagafcar. It 1s thirteen inches
long, a good deal refembling the ferret in
figure, but differing in the number of its
grinding teeth, which amounted totwelve;
whereas, in the ferret, there are but eight :
it differed alfo in colour, being of a dark

brown,
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brown, and exallly the fame on all parts
of its body. Of this animal, fo nearly
refembling the ferret, we have no other
hiftory but the mere defcription of its figure ;
and in a quadrupede whofe kind is {o ftrong-
ly marked, perhaps this is fufficient to fa-
tisfy curiofity.

THE POLECAT,

THE Polecat is larger than the weafel,
the ermine, or the ferret, being one foot five
inches long ; whereas, the weafel is but fix
inches, the ermine nine, and the ferret eleven
inches. It fo much refembles the ferret
in form, that fome have been of opinion they
were one and the fame animal; neverthelefs,
there are a fufficient number of diftin&tions
between them: itis, in the firft place, lar-
ger than the ferret; it is not quite fo {len-
der, and has a blunter nofe ; it differs alfo
internally, having but fourteen ribs, whereas
the ferret has fifteen; and wants one of
the breaft bones, which is found in the fer-
ret : however, warreners affert, that the
pole-cat will mix with the ferret; and they
are fometimes obliged to procure an inter-
courfe between thefe two animals, to im-
prove the breed of the latter, which, by
long confinement, is fometimes {een to

abate
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abate of its rapacious difpofition. Mr. Buf-
fon denies that the ferret will admit the pole-
cat; yet gives a variety, under the name of
both animals, which may very probably be
a {purious race between the two. '

However this be, the polecat feems by
much the more pleafing animal of the two;
for although the long flender fhape of all
thefe vermin tribes gives them a very difa-
greeable appearance, yet the foftnefs and
colour of the hair in fome of them, atones
for the defe®, and renders them, if not
pretty, at leaft not frightful. The polecat,
for the moft part, is of a deep chocolate
colour; it is white about the mouth; the
ears are fhort, rounded, and tipt with white;
a little beyond the corners of the mouth a
ftripe begins, which runs backward, partly
yellow : its hair, like that of all this clafs,
15 of two forts; the long and the furry:
but, in this animal, the two kinds are of dif-
ferent colours; the longeft is black, and
the fhorter yellowith * : the throat, feet and
tail, are blacker than any other parts of the
body : the claws are white underneath, and
brown above; and its tail is about two
inches and an half,

* Ray’s Synopfis.
It
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It is very deftrufive to young game of all
kinds*: but the rabbit feems to be its fa-
vourite prey; a {ingle polecat is often fuffi-
cient to deftroy a whole warren; for, with
that infatiable thirft for blood which is natu-
ral to all the weafel kind, it kills much more
than it can devour; and I have feen twenty
rabbits at a time taken out dead, which they
had deftroyed, and that by a wound which
was hardly perceptible. ‘Their fize, how-
ever, which is fo much larger than the wea-
fel, renders their retreats near houfes much
more precarious ; although I have feen them
burrow near a village, fo as fearcely to be
extirpated. But, in general, they refide in
woods or thick brakes, making holes under
ground of about two yards deep, commonly
ending among the roots of large trees, for
greater fecurity. In winter they frequent
houfes, and make a common pratice of
robbing the hen-rooft and dairy.

The polecat is particufarly deftru&ive
among pigeons t, when it gets into a dove-
houfe; without making fo much noife as
the weafel, it does a great deal more mif-
chief; it difpatches each with a fingle wound
in the head; and, after killing a great num-
ber, and fatiating itfelf with their blood,
it then begins to think of carrying them

* Britith Zoology, vol. i. p. 8.  * Buffon.
home.
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home. This it carefully performs, going
and returning, and bringing them one by
one to its hole; but if it thould happen that
the opening by which it got into the dove-
houfe be not large enough for the body of
the pigeon to get through, this mifchievous
creature contents itfelf with carrying away
the heads, and makes a moft delicious feaft
upon the brains.

It is not lefs fond of honey, attacking the
hives in winter, and forcing the bees away.
It does not remove far from houfes in win-
ter, asits prey is not fo eafily found in the
woods during that feafon. ‘The female
brings forth her young in fummer, to the
number of five or {ix at a time; thefe fhe
foon trains to her own rapacious habits,
fupplying the want of milk, which no car-
nivorous quadrupede has in plenty, with
the blood of fuch animals as the happens to
feize, 'The fur of this animal 1s..confidered
as foft and warm; yet it is in lefs eftimation
than fome of a much inferior kind, from its
offenfive fmell, which can never be wholly
removed, or fupprefled. The polecat feems
to be an inhabitant of the temperate cli=
mates *, fcarce any being found towards the
north, and but very few in the warmer la-

* Buffon.
titudes.
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titudes. 'The fpecies appears to be confined
in Europe, from Poland to Italy. It is cer-
tain, that thefe animals are afraid of the cold,
as they are often feen to come into houfes in
winter, and as their tracks are never found in
the fnow, near their retreats. It is proba-
ble, alfo, that they are afraid of heat, as
they are but thinly fcattered in the fouthern
climates.

T HiBs M A R TIN,

THE Martin is a larger animal than any
of the former, being generally eighteen in-
ches long, and the tail ten more. It differs
from the polecat, in being about four or five
inches longer in proportion, and more buthy
at the end ; its nofe 1s flatter; its cry is fharp-
er and more piercing ; its colours are more
elegant; and, what ftill adds to their
beau'y, its {cent, very unlike the former, in-
ftead of being offenfive, is confidered as a
moft pleafing perfume., ‘The martin, in
thort, is the moft beautiful of all Britith
beafts of prey : its head is {mall, and elegant-
ly formed ; its eyes lively ; its ears are broad,
rounded and open ; its back, its fides, and
tail, are covered with a fine thick downy
fur, with longer hair intermixed; the roots
are afh colour, the middle of a bright chef-

nut,
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nut, the points black ; the head is brown,
with a flight caft of red; the legs, and up-
per fides of the feet, are of a chocolate co-
lour ; the palms, or under fides, are covered
with a thick down, like that of the body;
the feet are broad, the claws white, large
and fharp, well adapted for the purpofes of
climbing, but, as in the others of the weafel
kind, incapable of being fheathed or un-
fheathed at pleafure; the throat and breaft
are white ; the belly of the fame colour with
the back, but rather paler; the hair on the
tail 1s very long, efpecially at the end, where
it appears much thicker than near the in-
fertion.

There is alfo a variety of this animal, call-
ed the yellow breafted martin, which in no
refpet differs from the former, except that
this has a yellow breaft, whereas the other
has a white one: the colour of the body alfo
is darker; and, as it lives mor¢ among trees
than the other martin, its fur is more valua-
ble, beautiful and glofly. The former of
thefe Mr. Buffon calls the Fouine ; the lat-
ter, fimply the Martin; and he fuppofes
them to be diftin& f{pecies: but as they
differ only in colour, it is unneceflary to em-
barrafs hiftory by a new diftin&ion, where
there is only fo minute a difference.

- Of



The Pole Cat.






WEASEL KIND. 369

Of all animals of the weafel kind, the mar=
tin is the moft pleafing; all its motions {hew
great grace, as well as agility; and there is
{carce an animal in our woods that will ven-
ture to oppofe it, Onadrupedes five times
as big are eafily vanquifthed; the hare, the
theep, and even the wild cat itfelf, though
much ftronger, is not a match for the mar-
tin: and although carnivorous animals are
not fond of engaging each other, yet the
wild cat and the martin feldom meet without
a combat. Gefner tells us of one of this
kind that he kept tamé, which was extreme-
ly playful and pretty; it went among the
houfes of the neighbourhood, and always
returned home when hungry: it was ex-
tremely fond of a dog that had been bred up
with it, and ufed to play with it as cats-are
feen to play, lying on its back, and biting
without anger or injury. That which was
kept tame by Mr. Buffon was not quite fo fo-
cial : it was divefted of its ferocity, but con-
tinued without attachment; and was flill {fo
wild as to be obliged to be held by a chain.
Whenever a cat appeared, it prepared for
war ; and if any of the poultry came within
its reach, it flew upon them with avidity.
Though it was tied by the middle of the
body, it frequently efcaped : at firft it return-
ed after fome hours, but without feeming.

pleafed, and as if it only came to be fed; -
Vou. IIL Bb the
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the next time it continued abroad longer;
and, at laft, went away without ever return-
ing. It was a female, and was, when it
went off, a year and an half old; and Mr.
Buffon fuppofes it to have gone in queft of
the male. It eat every thing that was given
it, except fallad or herbs; and it was re-
markably fond of honey. It was remarked
that it drank often, and often flept for two
days together ; and that, in like manner, it
was often two or three days without fleeping.
Before it went tofleep, it drew itfelf up into
a round, hid its head, and covered it with
its tail. When awake it was in continual
agitation, and was obliged to be tied up,
ot lefs to prevent its attacking the poultry,
than to hinder it from breaking whatever it
came near, by the capricious wildnefs of its
motions.

The yellow breafted martin is much more
common  in France than in England ; and
yet even there this variety is much fcarcer
than that with the white breaft, The lat-
ter keeps nearer houfes and willages to
malke its petty ravages among the ftheep and
the poultry ; the other keeps in the woods,
and leads in every refpe@ a favage life,
building its- nefts on the tops of trees, and
hiving upon fuch animals as are entirely’
wild like itfelf.  About night-fall it ufually

| quits
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quits its folitude to feek its prey, hunts after
{quirrels, rats, and rabbits; deftroys great
numbers of birds and their young, takes the
eggs from the neft, and often removes them
to its own without breaking *. The inflant
the martin finds itfelf purfued by dogs, for
which purpofe there is a peculiar breed, that
feem fit for this chace only, it immediately
makes to its retreat, which is generally in
the hollow of fome tree, towards the top,
and which it is impoflible to come at without
cutting it down. Their neft is generally the
original tenement of the {quirrel, which that
little animal beftowed great pains in com-
pleating; but the martin having killed and
difpofleffed the little archite, takes pof-
feflion of it for its own ule, enlarges its
dimenfions, improves the foftnefs of the bed,
and in that retreat brings forth its young.
Its litter is never above three or four at a
time; they are brought forth with the eyes
clofed, as in all the reft of this kind, and
very foon come to a flate of perfection.
The dam compenfates for her own defici-
ency of milk, by bringing them eggs and
live birds, accuftoming them from the be-
ginning to a life of carnage and rapine.
When fhe leads them f{rom the neft into the

* Brooke’s Natural Hiftory.
Bb2 woods,
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woods, the birds at once diftinguifth their
enemies and attend them, as we bcfore ob-
ferved of the fox, with all the marks of
alarm and animofity, Wherever the martin
~conduéts her young, a flock of {mall birds
are feen threatening and infulting her, alarm-
ing every thicket, and often directing the
hunter in his purfuit.

'The martin is ftill more common m North-
America than in any part of Europe. Thefe
animals are found in all the northern parts of
the world, from Siberia to China and Cana-
da. In every country they are hunted for
their furs, which are very valuable, and
chiefly fo when taken in the beginning of
winter. The moft efteemed part of the
martin’s _{kin is that part of it which is
browner than the reft, and firetches a.'long
the back-bone. Above twelve thoufand of
thefe {kins are annually imported into Eng-
land from Hudfon’s Bay, and above thirty
thoufand from Canada.

R o ISREY TN S TRty TR - Nl oWl Y
MOST of the clafifes of the weafel kind

would have continued utterly unknown and
difregarded were it not for their furs, which
are finér, more glofly and foft, thanm thefc of
any other quadrupede. Their difpofitions are
fierce and untamcable; their {cent generally

offenfive :
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offenfive ; and their figure difproportioned
and unpleafing. The knowledge of one or
two of them would, therefore, have fufficed
curiofity ; and the reft would probably have
been confounded together, under one com-
mon name, as things ufelefs and unintereft-
ing, had not their {kins been coveted by the
vain, and confidered as capable of adding
to human magnificence or beauty.

Of all thefe, however, the {kin of the {a-
ble i1s the moft coveted, and held in the
higheft efteem. It is of a brownith black,
and the darker it is it becomes the more va-
luable. A fingle fkin, though not above
four inches broad, is often valued at ten or
fifteen pounds*; the fur differing from
others in this, that it has no grain; fo that
rub it which way you will, it 1s equally
fmooth and unrefifting. Neverthelefs, though
this little animal’s robe was fo much coveted
by the great, its hiftory till of late was but
very little known; and we are obliged to
M. Jonelin for the firft accurate defcription
of its form and naturet. From him we
learn that the fable refembles the martin in
form and fize, and the weafel in the number
of its teeth; for it is to be obferved, that
whereas the martin has thirty-eight teeth, the
wealel has but thirty-four; in this refpe&,

* Regnard. + Buffon, vol. xxvii. p. 113. .
therefore,
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therefore, the fable {feems to make the thade
between thefe two animals; being fhaped
like the one, and furnithed with teeth
like the other. It is alfo furnithed with very
large whifkers about the mouth; its feet
are broad and, as in the reft of its kind,
furnithed with five claws on each foot.
Thefe are its conftant marks; but its fur,
for which it is fo much valued, is not
always the fame. Some of this {pecies
are of a dark brown over all the body, ex-
cept the ears and the throat, where the
hair 1s rather yellow; others are more of
a yellowifh tin&ure, their ears and throat
being alfo much paler. Thefe in both are
the colours they have in winter, and which
they are feen to change in the beginning of
the {pring ; the former becoming of a yellow
brown, the latter of a pale yellow. In other
refpes they refemble their kind, in vivacity,
agility, and inquietude; in {leeping by day
and feeking their prey by night; in living
upon {maller animals, andin the difagreeable

odour that chiefly charafterizes their race.
They generally inhabit along the banks
of rivers, in fhady places, and in the thickeft
woods. They leap with great eafe from tree
to tree, and are {aid to be afraid of the fun
which tarnithes the luftre of their robes.
£ b hey arc chiefly hunted in winter for their
ﬂ{.iﬂﬁi
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ikins, during which part of the year they are
only in {eafon. They are moftly found in
Siberia, and but very few in any other coun-
try of the world ; and this fcarcity it is which
enhances their value. The hunting of the
{able chiefly falls to the lot of the condemned
criminals, who are fent from Ruflia into
thefe wild and extenfive forefts that, for a
great part of the year, are covered with
fnow; and in this inftance, as in many
others the luxuries and ornaments of the
vain, are wrought out of the dangers and
the miferies of the wretched. 'Thefe are
obliged to furnith a certain number of
fkins every year, and are punithed if the
proper quantity be not provided.

The fable is alfo killed by the Ruffian {ol-
diers, who are fent into thofe parts to that end,
They are taxed a certain number of fkins
yearly, like the former, and are obliged to
{hoot with only a fingle ball, to avoid fpoil-
ing the fkin, or elfe with crofs-bows and
blunt "arrows. As an encouragement to the
hunters, they are allowed to fhare among
themfelves the furplus of thofe fkins which
they thus procure; and this, in the procefs
of fixor feven years, amounts to a very con-
fiderable fum. A colonel, during his feven
years ftay, gainsabout four thoufand crowns
for his fhare, and the common men f{ix or
{even hundred each for theirs,

T-H'E
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TeHBEo1:C-H N E UM-O N.

THE Ichneumon, which fome have in-
judicioufly denominated the Cat of Pharaoh,
is one of the boldeft and moft ufeful animals
of all the weafel kind. In the kingdom of
Egypt, where it is chiefly bred, it is ufed for
the fame purpofes that cats are in Europe,
and 1s even more ferviceable, as being more
expert in catching mice than they. This
animal 1s ufually of the fize of the martin,
and greatly refembles it in appearance, ex-
cept that the hair, which is of a grifly black,
1s much rougher and lefs downy. ‘The tail
alfo 1s not fo bufhy at the end; and each
hair in particular has three or four colours,
which are feen in different difpofitions of its
bedy. Under its rougher hairs, there is a
fofter fur of brownith colour, the rough
hair being about two inches long, but that
of the muzzle extremely fhort, as likewife
that on the legs and paws. However, being
long fince brought into a domeftic flate,
there are many varieties in this animal; fome
being much larger than the martin, others
much lefs ; fome being of a lighter mixture
of colours, and fome being fireaked in the
manner of a cat.

The Ichneumon, with all the ftrength of
a cat, has more inftin& and agility; a more

| univerfal
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univerfal appetite for carnage, and a greater
varicty of powers to procure it*  Rats,
mice, birds, ferpents, lizards and infedts,
are all equally purfued; it attacks every
living thing which it is able to overcome,
and indifcriminately preys on fleth of all
kinds, [tscourage is equal to the vehemence
of its appetite. It fears neither the force of
the dog nor the infidious malice of the cat;
neither the claws of the vulture nor the poi-
fon of the viper. It makes war upon all
kinds of ferpents with great avidity, feizes
and kills them how venomous foever they
be; and we are told that when it begins to
perceive the effects of their rage, it has re-
courie to a certain root, which the Indians
call after its name, and affert to be an anti-
dote for the bite of the 'afp or the viper,

But what this animal is particularly fer-
viceable to the Egyptians for is, that it dif-
covers and defltroys the eggs of the crocodile.-
It alfo kills the young ones that have not as
yet been able to reach the water; and, as
fable ufually goes hand in hand with truth,
it 1s faid that the ichneumon f{ometimes
enters the mouth of the crocodile, when it
is found fleeping on the fhore, boldly attacks
the enemy in the infide, and at length,

* The reft-of 'Ichis defcription is extracted from Mr. Buffon,
except where marked with inverted commas.
when
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when it has effeCtually deftroyed it, it eats
1ts way out again. |

The ichneumon when wild generally re-
{ides along the banks of rivers; and in times
of inundation makes to the higher ground,
often approaching inhabited places in queft
of prey. It goes forward filently and cau-
tioufly, changing its manner of moving ac-
cording to its neceflities. Sometimes it car-
ries the head high, fhortens its body, and
raifes itfelf upon its legs; fometimes it
lengthens itfelf and {feems to creep along the
ground; it is often obferved to fit upon its
hind legs, like a dog when taught to beg;
but more commonly it is feen to dart like an
arrow upon 1its prey, and feize it with in-
cvitable certainty. Its eyes are fprightly
and full of fire, its phyfiognomy fenfible, its
body nimble, its tail long, and its hair rough
and various. Like all of its kind, it has glands
that open behind and furnith an odorous fub-
ftance. Its nofeis too fharp and its mouth
too {mall to permit its feizing things that are
large; however, it makes up by its courage
and aclivity its want of arms; it eafily
firangles a cat though ftronger and larger
than itfelf; and often fights with dogs, which,
though ever fo bold, learn to dread the
ichneumon as a formidable enemy. It alfo
takes the water like an otter, and, as we
are told, will continue under i1t much longer,

"This
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This animal grows faft and dies {foon. It
is found in great numbers in all the fouthern
parts of Afia, from Egypt to Java; and it
is alfo found in Africa, particularly at the
Cape of Good Hope. It is domeftic, as was
faid, in Egypt; but in our colder climates
1t 1s not eafy to breed or maintain them, as
they are not able to fupport the rigour of
our winters. Neverthelefs they take every
precaution that inftin& can di¢tate to keep
themfelves warm; they wrap themf{elves up
into a ball, hiding the head between the
legs, and in this manner continue to fleep
all day long. ¢ Seba had one fent him
from the ifland of Ceylon, which he per-
mitted to run for fome months about the
houfe. It was heavy and {flothful by day,
and often could not be awaked even with
a blow; but it made up for this indolence
by its nofturnal alivity, {melling about
without either being wholly tame or wholly
mifchievous. It climbed up the walls and
the trees with very great eafe, and appeared
extremely fond of fpiders and worms, which
it preferred probably from their refemblance
to ferpents, its moft natural food. It was
alfo particularly eager to fcratch up holes in
the ground; and, this added to its wild-
nefs and uncleanlinefs, obliged our natu-
ralift to fmother it in {pirits, in order ta

preferve
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preferve, and add it to the reft of his col-
le€tion.”

This animal was one of thofe formerly
worfhipped by the Egyptians, who confider-
ed every thing that was ferviceable to them
as an emanation of the Deity, and worfhip-
ped fuch as the beft reprefentatives of God
below. Indeed, if we confider the number
of eggs which the crocodile lays in the fand
at a time, which often amount to three or
four hundred, we have reafon to admire this
little animal’s ufefulnefs as well as indufiry
in deftroying them, fince otherwife the cro-
codile might be produced in fufficient num-

bers to over-run the whole earth,
TR s Jul N K AR DS

THIS is a name which our failors give
to one or two animals of the weafel kind,
which are chiefly found in America. All the
weafel kind, as was already obferved, have
a very ftrong fmell; fome of them indeed
approaching to a perfume, but the greateft
number moft infupportably foetid. But the
{mell of our weafels, and ermines, and pole-
cats, is fragrance itfelf when compared to
that of the fquafb and the flink, which
have been called the Polecats of America.
Thefc two are found in different parts of

America, both differing in colour and fur,
but
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but both obvioufly of the weafel kind, as ap-
pears not only from their figure and odour,
but alfo from their difpofition. The fjua/b
1s about the fize of a polecat, its hair of a
deep brown, but principally differing from
all of this kind in having only four toes on
the feet before, whereas all other weafels
have five. 'The fbink, which I take to be
Catefby’s Virginia polecat, refembles a pole-
cat in thape and fize, but particularly differs
in the length of its hair and colour. The
hair 1s above three inches and an half long,
and that at the end of the tail above four
inches. The colour is partly black and partly
white, varioufly difpofed over the body,
very glofly, long, and beautiful. There feem
to be two wvarieties more of this animal,
which Mr, Buffon calls the Conepate and the
Zorille. He fuppofes each to be a diftiné
{pecies: but as they are both faid to refemble
the polecat in form, and both to be cloathed
with long fur of a black and white colour,
it {eems needlefs to make a diftinétion. The
conepate refembles the fkink in all things
except in fize, being fmaller, and in the dif-
pofition of its colours, which are more exa&,
having five white ftripes upon a black ground,
running longitudinally from the head to the
tail. 'The Zorille refembles the fkink, but
1is rather fmaller and more beautifully colour~

ed,
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ed, its fireaks of black and white being
more diftin&, and the colours of its tail
being black at its infertion and white at the
extremity ; whereas in the {kink they are all
of one grey colour.

But whatever differences there may be 1n
the figure or colour of thefe little animals,
they all agree in one common aftection, that
of being intolerably foctid and loathfome.
I have already obferved that all the weafel
kind have glands furnifhing an odorous mat-
ter, near the anus, the conduits of which
generally have their aperture juft at its open~
ing. ‘That fubftance which is ftored up in
thefe receptacles, i1s 1n fome of this kind,
fuch as in the martin, already mentioned,
and alfo in the genet and the civet, to be
defcribed hereafter a moft grateful perfume ;
but in the weafel, the ermine, the ferret,
and the polecat, it is extremely feetid and
offenfive. Thefe glands in the animals now
under confideration are much larger, and
furnith a matter fublimed to a degree of pu-
trefcence that is truly amazing., As to the
perfumes of mufk and civet, we know that
a fingle grain will diffufe itfelf over a whole
houfe, and continue for months to {pread
an agreeable odour, without diminution.
However, the perfume of the mufk or the
civet is nothing, either for firength or dura-

: tion,
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tion, to the infupportable odour of thefe.
It is ufually voided with their excrement;
and if but a fingle drop happens to touch
any partof a man’s garment, it is more than
probable that he can never wear any part of
it more.

In deferibing the effects produced by the
excrement of thefe animals, we often hear
of its raifing this diabolical {fmell by its urine.
However, of this I am apt to doubt; and it
thould feem to me, that, as all the weafel
kind have their excrements {o extremely
feetid from the caufe above-mentioned, we
may confider thefe alfo as being feetid from
the fame caufes. Befides, they are not fur-
nithed with glands to give their urine fuch a
{mell ; and the analogy between them and
the weafel kind being fo ftrong in other ref-
pefts, we may {uppofe they refemble each
other in this. It has alfo been faid that they
take this method of ejeting their excrement
to defend themfelves againft their purfuers;
but it is much more probable that this eje&ti-
on is the convulfive effe@t of terror, and
that it ferves as their defence without their
own concurrence, Certain it is that they
never {mell thus horridly except when en-
raged or affrighted, for they are often kept
tamc about the houfes of the planters of
America without being very offenfive,

The
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- The habitudes of all thefe animals are the
fame, living like all the reft of the weafel
kind, as they prey upon fmaller animals and
birds eggs. The fquafh, for inftance, burrows
like the polecat in the clefts of rocks, where
it brings forth its young, It often ftealsinto
farm-yards, and Kkills the poultry, eatingdanly
their brains. Nor is it fafe to purfue or of-
fend it, for then it calls up all its fcents,
which are its moft powerful proteQtion. At
that time neither men nor dogs will offer to
approach it; the fcent is fo ftrong that it
reaches for half a mile round, and more near -
at hand is almoft ftifling, If the dogs con-
tinue to purfue, it does all in its power to
efcape, by getting up a tree, or by fome
fuch means; but if driven to an extremity,
it then lets fly upon the hunters; and if it
fhould happen that a drop of this foetid dif-
charge falls in the eye, the perfon runs the
rifque of being blinded for ever.*

The dogs themfelves inftantly abate  of
their ardour when they find this exttaordi-
nary battery played off againft them ; they
inflantly turn tail, and leave the animal un-
~ difputed mafter of the field; and no exhorta-
tions can ever bring them to rally. “ In the
year 1749,” fays Kalm, * one of thefe ani-
mals came near the farm where I hived. It

* Voyage de Kalin, 2s quoted by Buffon, vol xxvii. p. 93..



WEASEL KIND. g8g

was in winter time, and during the night;
and the dogs that were upon the watch,
purfued it for fome time, until it difcharged
againft them. Although I was in my bed a
good way off, Ithought I fhould have been
fuffocated ; and the cows and oxen them-
felves, by their lowings, thewed how ‘much
they were affeted by the ftench. About
the end of the fame year, another of thefe
animals crept into our cellar, but did' not
exhale the fmalleft {cent, becaufe it was not
difturbed A foolith woman, however, who
perceived it at night, by the fhining of'its
eyes, killed it, and at that moment its
ftench began to fpread. 'The whole cellar
was filled with it to fuch a degree, that the
woman kept her bed for feveral daysafter;
and all the bread, meat, and other provifi-
ons, that were kept there, were fo infected,
that they were obliged to be thrown out of
doors.” Neverthelefs, many of the planters,
and the native Americans, keep this animal
tame about their houfes; and {eldom per-
ceive any difagreeable feents, cxcept it is
mjured or frighted. They are alfo known
to eat its flefh, which fome aflfert to be to-
lerable food ; however, they take care to
deprive it of thofe glands which are fo
horridly offenfive.

Vou. III. Cec T HE
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S E R BB N B T

- FROM the {quafh, which is the moit
offenfive animal in nature, we come to the
Genett, which 1s one of the moit beautiful
and pleafing. Inftead of the horrid ftench
with which the former affets us, this has a
moft grateful odour; more faint than civet,
but to fome, for that reafon, more agreea-
ble. ‘This animal is rather lefs than the
martin; though there are genetts of differ-
ent fizes; and I have feen one rather larger.
It alfo differs fomewhat in the form of its
bbdy. - It 1s not eafy, in words, to give an
idea of the diftinction. It refembles all thofe
of the weafel kind, in its length, compared
to its heighth; it refembles them in having
a {oft beautiful fur, in having its feet armed
with claws that cannot be fheathed, and in
its ‘appetite for petty carnage. But then
it differs from them in having the nofe much
{maller and longer, rather refembling that of
a fox than a weafel. The tail alfo, inftead
of being bufhy, tapers to a point, and is
much longer; its ears are larger, and its
paws {maller. As to its colours, and figure
in general, the genett is {potted with black,
upon a ground mixed with red and grey. It
has two forts of hair, the one fhorter and

{ofter,
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fofter, the other longer and ftronger, but
not above half an inch long on any part of
its body, except the tail. Its {pots are dif-
tinct and feparate upon the fides, but unite
towards the back, and form black firipes,
which run longitudinally from the neck back-
wards. It has alfo along the back a kind of
mane or longifh hair, which forms a black
fireak from the head to the tail, which laft
is marked with rings, alternately black and
white, 1ts whole length:

The genett, like all the réft of the weafel
kinds, has glands, that feparate a kind of
perfunie, refembling civet, but which foon
flies off. 'Thefe glands open differently from
thofe of other animals of this kind; for, as
the latter have their apertures juft at the
opening of the anus, thefe have their aper-
ture immediately under it; {o that the male
{eems, for this reafon, to the fuperficial ob=
ferver, to be of two fexes.

It refembles the martin very much in its
habits and difpofitiont; except; that it
feems tamed much mote eafily. Bellonius
affures us, that he has feen them in the
houfes at Conftantinople as tame as cats;
and that they were permitted to run every
where about, without doing the leaft mif=
¢hief, For this reafon they have been called

Buffon, vol. xix.p. 127.
: Ceco2 b the
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the Cats of Conftantinople; although they
have little elfe in common with that ani-
mal, except their fkill in {pying out and de-
ftroying vermin, Naturalifts pretend that 1t
inhabits only the moifter grounds, and chief-
ly refides along the banks of rivers, having
never been found in mountains, nor dry
places, 'The {pecies is not much diffufed ;
it is not to be found in any part of Europe,
except Spain and Turky ; it requires a warm
climate to fubfift and multiply in; and yet
it is not to be found in the warmer regions
either of India or Africa. From fuch as
have feen its ufes at Conftantinople, I learn,
that it is one of the moft beautiful, cleanly,
and induftrious amimals in the world; that
it keeps whatever houfe it is in, perfecily
free from mice and rats, which cannot en-
dure its fmell. Add to this, its nature is
mild and gentle, its colours various and glof-
{y, its fur valuable; and upon the whole, it
it {eems to be one of thofe animals that,
with proper care, might be propagated
amongit us, and might become one of the
moft ferviceable of our domeflics,

THECIVEt

PROCEEDING from the {maller to
the greater of this kind, we come, in the

Jaft
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laft place, to the Civet, which is much larger
than any of the former; for as the martin is
not above fixteen inches long, the civet is
found to be above thirty. Mr. Buffon dif-
tinguifhes this fpecies into two kinds ; one of
which he calls the Civet, and the other
the Zibet. 'The latter principally differs
from the former in having the body longer
and more {lender, the nofe fmaller, the ears
longer and broader; no mane or long hair
running down the back in the latter ; and
the tail is longer and better marked with
rings of different colours, from one end to
the other. 'Thefe are the differences which
have induced this great naturalift to fuppofe
them animals of diftiné&t {pecies; and to
allot each a feparate defcription. How far
future experience may confirm this conjec-
ture, time muft difcover; but certain it is,
that if fuch {mall varieties make a feparate
clafs, there may be many other animals
equally entitled to peculiar diftinction that
now are claffed together, We fhall, there-
fore, content ourfelves, at prefent, with
confidering, as former naturalifts have done,
thefe two merely as varieties of the fame
animal, and only altered in the figure, by

climate, food, or education.
The civet refembles animals of the weafel
kind in the long flendernefs of its body,
the



ggo  ANIMALS OF THE

the thortnefs of its legs, the odorous matter
that exudes from the glands behind, the
foftnefs of itsfur, the number of its claws,
and their incapacity of being fheathed. It
differs from them in being much larger than
any hitherto deftribed; in having the nofe
lengthened, {0 as to refemble that of the
fox; the tail long, and tapering to a point;
and its ears ftrait, like thofe of a cat. 'The
colour of the civet varies: it fs commonly
ath, fpotted with black; though it is whiter
in the female, tending to yellow; and the
{pots are much larger, like thofe of a pan-
ther. 'The colour on the belly, and under
the throat, is black; whereas the other parts
of the body are black or ftreaked with grey.
This animal varies in its colour, being fome-
times firezlked, as in our kind of cats called
Tabbies. It has whifkers, like the reft of its
kind; and its eye is black and beautiful.
The opening of the pnu{:h or bag, which is
the receptacle of the civet, differs from that of
the reft of the weafel kind, not opening into
but under the anus. Befide this opening,
which is large, there 1s ftill another lower
down ; but for what purpofes defigned, is not
known. The pouch itfelf is about two
inches and an half broad, and two long;
its opening makes a chink, from the top
downwards, that is about two inches and
an

&
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an half long ; and it is covered on the edges,
and within, with fhort hair : when the two
fides are drawn afunder, the inward cavity
may be feen, large enough to hold a fmall
pullet’s egg ; all round there are {mall glands,
opening and furnithing that {trong perfume
which 15 fo well known, and is found, in
‘this pouch, of the colour and confiftence of
pomatum. Thofe who make it their bufi-
nefs to breed thefeanimals for their perfume,
ufually take it from them twice or thrice a
week, and fometimes oftener. The animal
1s keptin a long {fort of a box, in which it
cannot turn round. The perfon, therefore,
opens this box behind, drags the animal
backwards by the tail, keeps it in this pofiti-
on by a bar before, and, with a wooden
fpoon, takes the civet from the pouch, as
carefully as he can; then lets the tail go,
and fhuts the box again. The perfume, thus
procured, is put into a veffel, which he takes
care to keep fhut; and when a {uflicient
quantity is procured, it is fold to very great
advantage.

The civett, although a native of the
warmeft climates, is yet found to live in tem-
perate, and even cold countries, provided it
be defended carefully from the injuries of the

+ Buffon, vol. xix.
air.
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air. Wherefore, it i1s not only bred among
the Turks, the Indians, and Africans, but
great numbers of thefe animals are al{o bred
in Holland, where this fcraping people make
no {mall gain of its perfume. The perfume
of Amfterdam is reckoned the pureft of any;
the people of other countries adulterating it
with gums, and other matters, which dimi-
nifh its value, but encreafe its weight, The
quantity which a fingle animal affords gene-
rally depends upon its health and nourifh-
ments. It gives more in proportion as it is
more delicately and abundantly fed. Raw
flefh, hafhed {mall, eggs, rice, birds, young
fowls, and particularly fith, are the kinds of
food the civet moft delights in. Thefe are
to be changed and altered, to fuit and entice
its appetité, and continue its health. It
gets but very little water; and although it
drinks but rarely, yet it makes urine very
frequently ; and, upon fuch occafions, we
cannot, as in other animals, diftinguith the
male from the female.

The perfume of the civet is {o ftrong that
it communicates itfelf to all parts of the
animal’s body ; the fur is impregnated there-
by, and the {kin penetrated to fuch a degree
that it continues to preferve the odour for
a long time after it is flript off. If a perfon
be fhut up with one of them in a clofe room,

he
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he cannot fupport the perfume, which is fo
copioufly diffufed. When the animal 1s irri-
tated, as in all the weafel kind, its {cent is
much more violent than ordinary ; and if it
be tormented fo as to make it {weat, this alfo
1s a ftrong perfume, and ferves to adulterate
or encreafe what 1s otherwife obtained from
it. In general, it is fold in Holland, for
about fifty fhillings an ounce ; though, like
all other commodities, its value alters in pro-
portion to the demand. Civet muft be cho-
fen new, of a good confiftence, a whitith
colour, and a ftrong, agreeable {mell.
‘There is ftill a very confiderable traffic car-
ried on from Buflerah, Calicut, and other
places in India, where the animal that pro-
duces it is bred ; from the Levant alfo, from
Guinea, and efpecially from Brafil, in South
America, although Mr. Buffon is of opinion
that the animal 1s a native only of the Old
Continent, and not to be found wild in the
New. The beft civet, however, is fur-
nithed, as was obferved, by the Dutch,
though not fuch quantities at prefent as fome
years paft, when this perfume was more in
fathion. Civet is a much more grateful per-
fume than mufk, to which it has fome
refemblance; and was fome years ago ufed
for the fame purpofes in medicine. But,

at
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at prefent, it is quite difcontinued in pre-
{cription ; and perfons of tafle or elegance
feem to profcribe it even from the toilet.
Perfumes, like drefs, have their viciffitudes
mufk was in peculiar repute, until difpla-
ced by the civet; both gave ground,
upon difcovering the manner of preparing
ambergreafe ; and even this is now difufed
for the lefs powerful vegetable kinds of fra-
grance, {pirit of lavender, or otter of rofes,
As to the reft, the civet is faid to be a
wild fierce animal ; and, although fometimes
tamed, is never thoroughly familiar. Its
teeth are ftrong and cutting, although its
claws be feeble and inflexible. It is light
and allive, and lives by prey, as the reft of
its kind, purfuing birds, and other {mall
animals that it+s able to overcome. They
arc fometimes feen ftealing into the yards
and outhoufes, to feize upon the poultry:
their eyes fhine in the night, and it is very
probable that they fee better in the dark
than by day. When they fail of animal food.
they are found to f{ubfift upon roots and
fruits, and very feldom drink; for which
reafon they are never found near great waters.
They breed very faft in their native climates,
where the heat {eems to conduce to their
propagation; but in our temperate latitudes,
ga,lt_hc-ugh they furnifh their perfumein great
quantities,
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quantities, yet they are not found to multi-
ply.—A proof that their perfume has no ana-
logy with their appetite for generation.

T EHE G T T 0 N,

I WILL add but one animal more to
this numerous clafs of the weafel kind;
namely, the Glutton; which, for feveral
reafons, feems to belong to this tribe, and
this only. We have hitherto had no precife
defcription of this quadrupede; fome re-
fembling it to a badger, fome to a fox, and
fome to an hyaxna. Linnzus places it among
the weafels, from the fimilitude of itsteeth;
it thould feem to me to refemble this ani-
mal ftill more, from the great length of its
body, and the fhortnefs of its legs, from the
foftnefs of its fur, its difagreeable fcent, and
its infatiable appetite for animal food. Mr.
Klein, who faw one of them which was
brought alive from Siberia, affures us, that
it was about three feet long*, and about a
foot and an half high. If we compare thefe
dimenfions with thofe of other animals, we
thall find, that they approach more nearly
to the clafs we are at prefent defcribing
* He fays it was an ell, eight inches long; I have, there-

fore, given its length as {uppefing it to be a Flemifh ell,
which is twenty-feven inches.

than
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than any other; and that the glutton may
very juftly be conceived under the form of a
great overgrown weafel. Its nofe, its ears,
its teeth, and its long bufhy tail, are entirely
fimilar; and as to what is faid of its being
rather corpulent than {lender, it is moft pro-
bable that thofe who defcribed it thus faw
it after eating, at which time its belly we
are aflured 1s moft monftroufly diftended:
however, fufpending all certainty upon this
{ubject, I will take leave rather to follow
Linnzus than Buffon in defcribing this ani-
mal ; and leave future experience to judge be-
tween them,

The glutton, which is fo called from its
voracious appetite, 1s an animal found as
well in the north of Europe and Siberia,
as in the north parts of America, where it
has the name of the Carcajou. Amdift the
varicty of defcriptions which have been given
of it, no very juft idea can be formed of its
figure ; and, indeed, fome naturalifts, among
whom was Ray, entircly doubted of its ex-
iftence. From the beft accounts, however,
we have of it, the body is thick and long,
the legs fhort; it is black along the back,
and of a reddifh brown on the fides ; its fur
is held in the higheft eftimation, for its f{oft-
nefs and beautiful glofs; the tail is bufhy,
like that of the weafel, but rather fhorter;

and
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and its legs and claws better fitted for climb-
ing trees, than for running along the ground.
Thus far it entirely refembles the weafel;
and its manner of taking its prey is alfo by
furprize, and not by purfuit,

Scarce any of the animals with fhort legs
and long bodies, purfue their prey; but,
knowing their own incapacity to overtake
it by fwiftnefs, either creep upon it in its
retreats, or wait in ambufh, and feize it
with a bound. 'The glutton, from the make
of its legs, and the length of its body,
muft be particularly flow ; and, confequent-
ly, its only refource is in taking its prey by
furprize. All the reft of the weafel kind,
from the {mallnefs of their fize, are better
fitted for a life of infidious rapine than
this; they can purfue their prey into its
retreats, they can lurk unfeen among the
branches of trees, and hide themfelves with
eafe under the leaves: but the glutton is
too large to follow fmall prey into their
retreats ; nor would {uch, even if obtained,
be fufficient to fuftain it. For thefe reafons;
therefore, this animal feems naturally com-
pelled to the life for which 1t has long
been remarkable. Its only refource is to
climb a tree, which it does with ‘great eafe,
and there it waits with patience until fome
large animal pafles underneath, upon which

it
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it darts down with unerring cettainty, and
deftroys it. '

It is chiefly in North America that this vo=
racious creature is feen lurking among the
thick branches of trees, inh order to furprize
the deer, with which the extenfive forefts of
that part of the world abound. * Endued
with a degree of patience equal to its rapa<
city, the glutton firigles out fuch trees as it
obferves marked by the teeth or the antlers
of the deer; and is known to remain there
watching for feveral days together. If it
has fixed upon a wrong tree, and finds
the deer have either left that part of the
country, or cautioufly fhun the place, it
reluGantly defcends, purfues the beaver to
its retreat, or even ventures into the water
in purfuit of fithes, But if it happens
that, by long attention, and keeping clofe,
at laft the elk or the rein-deer happens to
pafs that way, it at once darts down upon
them, flicks its claws between their thoulders,
and remains there unalterably firm. It is in
vain that the large frighted animal encreafes its
{peed, or threatens with its branching horns;
the glutton having taken pofleflion of its poft,
nothing can drive it off; its enormous prey
drives rapidly along amongft the thickeft
woods, rubs itfelf againft the largeft trees,

and
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and tears down the branches with its ex-
panded horns; but ftill its infatiable foe
Aticks behind, eating its neck, and digging its
paflage to the great blood-veflels that lie in
that part. ‘Travellers who wander through
thofe defarts, often fee pieces of the glut-
ton’s {kin flicking to the trees, againft which
it was rubbed by the deer. But the animal’s
voracity 1s greater than its feelings, and it
never feizes without bringing down its prey.
When, therefore, the deer, wounded, and
feeble with the lofs of blood, falls, the glut-
ton 1s {feen to make up for its former abfhi-
nence, by its prefent voracity. As it is not
poflefled of a feaft of this kind every day,
it refolves to lay in a fore to ferve it for a
good while to come. Itis indeed amazing
how much one of thefe animals can eat at a
time! That which was {een by Mr. Klein, al-
though without exercife or air, although
taken from its native climate, and enjoying
but an indifferent flate of health, was yet
feen to eat thirteen pounds of fleth every
day, and yet remained unfatisfied. We may,
therefore, eafily conceive how much more it
muft devour at once, after a long faft, of a
food of its own procuring, and in the clh-
mate moft natural to its conftitution. We
are told, accordingly, that from being a lank
thin animal, which it naturally is, it then

- gorge
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gorges in fuch quantities, that its belly is
diftended, and its whole figure feems to
alter. 'Thus voracioufly it continues eating
till incapable of any other animal function,
it lies totally torpid by the animal it has
killed; and in this fituation continues for
two or three days. In this loathfome and
helplefs ftate it finds its chief protection
from its horrid fmell, which few animals
care to come near*; {o that it continues
cating and fleeping till its prey be devoured,
bones and all ; and then it mounts a tree, in
queft of another adventure,

The glutton, like many others of the wea-
fel kind, feems to prefer the moft putrid flefh
to that newly killed; and fuch is the voraci-
oufnefs of this hateful creature, that, if
its {wiftnefs and ftrength were equal to its
rapacity, it would foon thin the foreft of
every otherliving creature, But, fortunately,
it is {o flow that there is {carce a quadrupede
that cannot efcape it, except the beaver.
This, therefore, it very frequently purfues
upon land; but the beaver generally makes
good its retreat by taking to the water, where
the glutton has no chance to fucceed. 'This
purfuit only happens in fummer; for in the
winter all that remains is to attack the
beaver’s houfe, as at that time it never ftirs

* Linnai Syft. p. 67.
from
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from home. This attack, however, {eldom
fucceeds ; for the beaver has a covert way
bored under the ice, and the glutton has
only thc trouble and difappointment of
facking an empty town.

A life of neceflity generally produces a
good fertile invention. The glutton, con-
tinually prefled by the call of appetite, and
having neither fwiftnefs nor aivity to fatis-
fy it, is obliged to make up by ftratagem
the defes of nature. It is often feen to
examine the traps and the fnares laid for
other animals, in order to anticipate the
fowlers. It is faid to pradife a thoufand
arts to procure its prey, to fteal upon the
retreats of the rein-deer, the flefth of which
animal it loves in preference to all others
to lie in wait for fuch animals as have been
maimed by the hunters; to purfue the ifatis
while it is hunting for itfelf ; and when that
animal has run down its prey, to come in
and feize upon the whole, and fometimes
to devour even its poor provider ; when
thefe purfuits fail, even to dig up the
graves, and fall upon the bodies interred
there, devouring them bones and all. For
thefe reafons, the natives of the countries
where the glutton inhabits, hold it in utter
deteftation, and ufvally term it the vulture
of quadrupedﬁts. And yet, it is extraordina-
ry enough, that, being fo very obnoxious

Vovr. 1L Dd to
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to man, it does not feem to fear. him ¥
We are told by Gemelin of ene of thefe
coming up boldly and calmly where there
were feveral perfons at work, without
teftifying the fmalleft apprehenfion, or at-
tempting to run until it had received feveral
blows, that at laft totally difabled it. Inall .
probability it came among them feeking its
prey; and, having been ufed to attack ani-
mals of inferior firength, it had no idea of
a force {uperior to its own, The glutton,
like all the reft of its kind, isa folitary ani-
mal; and is never feen in company except
with its female, with which it couples in
the midft of winter. The latter goes with
young about four months, and brings forth
two or three at a time. + They burrow in
holes as the weafel ; and the male and fe-
male are generally found together, both
equally refelute in defence of their young.
Upon this occafion the boldeft dogs are afraid
to approach them ; they fight obftinately,
and bite moft cruclly. However, as they
are unable to efcape by flight, the hunters
come in to the affiftance of the dogs, and
calily overpower them. Their flefh, 1t may
readily be fuppofed, is not fit to be eaten ;
but the {kins amply recompenfe the hunters
for their toil and danger. ‘The fur has the

moft

* Buffon. t Linnzi Syftem. p. 67.
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moft beautiful luftre that can be imagined,
and is preferred before all others, except
that of the Siberian fox, or the fable. Among
other peculiarities of this animal, Linnzus
informs us, that it is very difficult to be
fkinned ; but from what caufe, whether its
abominable ftench, or the fkin’s tenacity to
the fleth, he has not thought fit to in-
form us,

Exp or THE THIRD VoOLUME.

ALY 10 T4
s
-g‘ =


















