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DEDICATION

TO -THE

i At IR L e e

NllaZe OUR candour is defired on
RS YR the perufal of the following
A {heets, as they are the pro-
gt duct of a genius that has
long been your delight and entertain-
ment. It muft be acknowledged that
a lamp almoft burnt out does not give
fo fieady and wuniform a light, as when
it

?.‘"
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it blazes in its full vigour ; but yet it is
well known that, by its wavering, as if
ftruggling againft its own diflolution, it
fometimes darts a ray as bright as ever.

In like manner, a ftrong and lively ge-
nius will, in its laft ftruggles, fome-
times mount aloft, and throw forth the

moft {triking marks of iis original
luftre:

WHEREVER thefe are to be found,
do you, the genuine patrons of extra-
ordinary capacities, be as liberal in your
applaufes of him who is now no more,
as you were of him whilft he was yet
amongft you. And, on the other hand,
if in this little work there thould appear
any traces of a weaken’d and decay’d
life, let your own imaginations place
before your eyes a true picture, in that
of a hand trembling in almoft its lateft
hour, of a body emaciated with pains,

‘et ftruggling for your entertainment ;
«nd let this affeCting picture open: each
sender heart, and call forth a melting
tear, to blot out whatever faﬂmgs may

be found in a work begun in pain, and
finithed



i)
finithed almoft at the fame period with
life. i e T

- It was thought proper, by the friends
of the deceafed, that this little piece
{thould come into your hands as it came
from the hands of the author ; it being
judged that you would be better plea-
fed to have an opportunity of obferv-
ing the fainteft traces of a genius you
have long admired, than have it patch’d
by a different hand ; by which means

the marks of its true author might have
been effac’d.

TuAT the fuccefs of this laft written,
tho’ firft publithed volume, of the au-
thor’s pofthumous pieces, may be attend-
ed with fome convenience to thofe inno-
cents he hath left behind, will, no
doubt, be a motive to encourage its cir-
culation through the kingdom, which

will engage every future genius to ex-
ert itfelf for your pleafure.

TuEe principles and {pirit which
breathe in every line of the {mall frag-
men
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begun in anfwer to Lord Boling
l;;‘?f;%‘fw &ﬂqﬂeﬂmnabl Beafuﬁi_ it
apology for its pubhcatmn “altho’ vita
ftrength 'was wanting to finith a wk
fo happily begun and fo well dn--
figned.
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Coremtesit HILR Y would not, pei'haps,,
ST - Fy be a more pleafant or pro-
fitable ftudy, among thofe
¥Joba)s which have their priacipal
end in  amufement, than that of travels
or voyages, if they were writ, as they
might be, and ought to be, witha joint
view to the entertainment and informa-
tion of mankind. If the converfation
of travellers be fo eagerly fought after
as it is, we may believe their books will

be ftill more agreeable company, as they
B will,
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will, in general, be more inftructive
and more entertaining.

BuT when I fay the converfation of
travellers is u['ually fo welcome, I muft
be underftood to mean that only of fuch
as have had good fenfe enough to apply
thelr peregrinations to a proper ufe, fo
as to acquire from them a real and va-
luable knowledge of men and things;
both which are beft known by compa-
rifon. If the cuftoms and manners of
men were every where the fame, there
would be no office {o dull as that of a tra-
veller : for the difterence of hills, val-
leys, rivers; in fhort, the various views
in which we may {ee the face of the
earth, would fcarce afford him a plea-
fure worthy of his labour; and furely
it would give him very little opportu-
nity of communicating any kind of en-
fertainment or improvement to others.

To make a traveller anagreeable com-
panion to a man of {enfe, it is neceffary,
not only that he thould have feen much,
but that he Thould have overlooked much
of what he hath feen. Nature is not,

2 311}7
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any more than a great genius, always
admirable in her productions, and there-
fore the traveller, who may be called
her commentator, fhould not expect to
find every where fubjects worthy of his
notice. |

It is certain, indeed, that one may
be guilty of omifhon as well as of the
oppofite extreme : but a fault on that
fide will be more eafily pardoned, as it
is better to be hungry than furfeited,
and to mils your deflert at the table of
a man whofe gardens abound with the
choiceft fruits, than to have your tafte
affronted with every fort of rrath that
can be pick’d up at the green-ftall, or
the wheel-barrow.

Ir we fhould carry on theanalogy be-
tween the traveller and the commenta-
tor, it is impofiible to keep one’s eye a
moment off from the laborious much
read doctor Zachary Grey, of whofe re-
dundait notes on Hudibras I thall only
fay, that it is, Jam confident, the fingle
book extant in which above five hun-
{dred authors are quoted, not one of
B 2 which
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which could be found in' the colletion
of the late dotor Mead. _

As there are few things which a tra-
veller is to record, there are fewer on
which he is to offer his obfervations :
this is the office of the reader, and it
18 fo pleafant a one, that he feldom
chufes to have it taken from him, un-
der the pretence of lending him affift-
ance. Some occafions, indeed, there
‘are, when proper obfervations are per-
tinent, and others when they. are ne-
ceﬁhry but good fenfe alone muft point
them out. I {hall lay down only one
general rule, which I believe to be of
univerfal truth between relator and hear-
er, as it is between author and reader;
this is, that the latter never forgive any
abfervation of the former which doth
not convey fome knowledge that they
are fenfible they could not poﬁib]y have
attained of themfelves.

Bu all his pains.in colleéhng know-
ledge all his judgment in {electing, and
all his art in communicating it, will not
{uffice, unlefs he can make himfelf, in

fome
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fome deg-ee, an agreeable, as well as
an inftructive companion. The higheit
inftruction we can derive from the te-
dious tale of a dull fellow fcarce ever
pays us for ourattention. 'T'here is no-
thing, I think, half {o valuable as know-
ledge, and yet there is nothing which
men will give themfelves {o little trouble
to attain ; unlefs it be, perhaps, that
loweft degree of it which is the object
of curiofity, and which hath therefore
that active paffion conftantly employed
in its fervice. ~ This, indeed, it is in the
power of every traveller to gratify; but
it is the leading principle in weak minds
only. | -
‘To render his relation agreeable to
the man of fenfe, it is therefore necef-
" fary that the voyager fhould pofle(s fe-
‘veral eminent and rare talents ; fo rare,
indeed, that it is almoft wonderful to
- fee them ever united in the fame perfon,

AND if all thefe talents muft concur
in the relator, they are certainly in a
~ more eminent degree neceflary to"the
~ writer : for here the narration admits

B3 of
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of higher ernaments of flile, and.every
tait: and {entiment - offers itfelf to the
fulleft and moft deliberate examination. -
IT would appear therefore, I think,
{omewhat firange, if fuch writers as
thefe fhould be found extremely com-
mofti 3 {mce nature hath been a mofit
parfimonious diftributer of her richeft
talents, and hath feldom beftowed many
on the fame perfon. But on the other
hand, why there fhould fcarce exift a
fingle writer of this kind worthy our
regard ; and whilft there is po other
branch of hiftory (for this is hiftory)
which' hath not exercifed the greateﬁ'
pens, why this alone fhould be over-
looked by all men of great genius and
erudition, and delivered up to the Goths
and Vandals as their lawtul property, is
altogether as difficult to determine. '
Axp yet that this is the cafe, ‘with
fomi's very few exceptions, 1s moft ma-
nifeft. Of thefe I fhall willingly ad-
" mit Burnet and Addifon’; if the former
was not perhaps to be confidered as a
political f.:ﬁ:l?lﬂ:, and the latter as a
: com-
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commentator on the claflics, rather than
as a writer of travels ; which laft title
perhaps they would both of them have
been leaft ambitious to affect.

InDEED if thefe two, and two or
three more, fhould be removed from
the mafs, there would remain fuch a
heap of dulnefs behind, that the appel-
lation of voyage-writer would not ap-
pear very defirable,

I AM not here unapprized that old
Homer himfelf is by fome confidered
as a voyage-writer ; and indeed the be-
ginning of his OdyITy may be urged to
countenance that opinion, which I thall
not controvert. But whatever fpecies
of writing the Odyfly is of, it is furely
at the head of that fpecies, as much as
the Hiad is of another ; and fo far the
excellent Longinus would allow, I be-
lieve, at this day.

Bur, inreality, the Odyflv, the Te-
Icmachus, and all of that kmd are to
the voyage-writing I here mtend what
romance 1s to true hiftory, the former
being the confounder and corrupter of

B 4 the



vt --The“ PREFACE.
ff;the‘iatter 1 am far from fuppofing;
““that Flomer, Hefiod, and the other an-
tient poets and mythologlﬁs, had any
fettled defign to pervert and confufe the
records of antiguity ; but 1t 1s certain
they have effeCted it ; and, for my part,
“T'muft confefs 1 fhould have honoured
‘and loved Homer more had he written
-4 true hiftory of “his own times in hum-
" ble profe, than thofe noble poems that
“Have fo juftly colle@ed the praife of all
“aoes; for though I read thefe with more
4@iration and aftoni{thment, I ftill read
Herodotus, Thucydides and Xenophon
with more amufement and more ['atls-
faClion,

THE original poets were not, how-
ever, without excufe. They found the
limits of nature too ftrait for the im-
menfity of their genius, which they
had not room to exert, without extend-
ing fact by fiction ; ‘and that efpecially
at a time when the manners of men
were too fimple to afford that variety,
which they have fince Oﬁ'cred in 'vdin

to the choice of the meaneft writeis.
In
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In doing this, they are again excufab]e
for the manner . in which they have

done it, PREtae
Ut _/jﬁemyéz debinc mfmmfd promant.

They are not indeed fo properly faid to
turn reality into fiction, as fiction into
reality. Their paintings are fo bold,
their colours fo ftrong, that every thmﬂ'
they touch feems to exift in the very
manner they reprefentit: their portraits
are {o juft, and their landfcapes fo beau-
tiful, that we acknowledge the ftrokes
of natare in both, without enquiring
whether nature herfelf or her journey-
man the poet, formed the firft pattern
of the piece.

But other writers (I will put Pliny
at their head) have no fuch pretenfions

to indulgence : they lye for lying fake,
or in order infolently to impofe the moft
monftrous improbabilities and abfurdi-
ties upon their readers on their own
authority ; treating them as fome fathers
treat children, and as other fathers do
lay-men, exating their belief of what-
it ' Bt | ever
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ever they relate, on no other foundation
than their own authority, without ever -
taking the pains of adapting their lies.
to heman credulity, and of calculating
them for the meridian of a common
underftanding ; but with as much weak-
nefs as wickednefs, and with more im-
pudence often than either, they affert
tacts contrary to the honour of God, te
the vifible order of the creation, to the
known laws of nature, to the hiftories
of former ages, and to the experience
of our own, and which no man can at
once underftand and believe.

Ir it fhould be objected (and it can
no where be objected bettm than where
I now write ¥, as there i1s no where:
more pomp of bigotry) that whole na-..
tions have been firm believers in {uch:
moft abfurd fuppofitions ; I reply, the
fact is not true. They have known
nothing of the matter, and have be-
lieved they knew not what, Itis, in-.
deed, with me no matter of doubt, but.
that the pope and his clergy might teach_

At Ll.ﬂ on, -
iu?ll"l:)?r
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any of thofe Chriftian Heterodoxies, the
tenets of which are the moft diametri-
cally oppofite to their own ; nay, all

the doétrines of Zoroafter, Confucius,
and Mahomet, not only w1th certain
and immediate fuccefs but without one
catholick in a thoufand knowing he hud
changed his religion. |
WxAT motive a man can have to ﬁt
down, and to draw forth a lift of ftu-
pid, {fenfelefs, incredible lies upon paper,
would be difficult to determine; ‘did not
Vanity prefent herfelf fo immediately as
the adequate caufe. The vanity of
knowing more than other men is, per-
haps, befides hunger, the only induce-
ment to writing, at leaft to publifbing,
atall : why then fhould not the voyage-
writer be inflamed with the glory of
having feen what no man ever did or
will fee but himfelf 7 This 1s the true
fource of the wonderful, in the dif=
courfe and writings, and fometimes, I
believe, in the ac¢tions of men. - There.
is another fault of a kind direétly op-
pofite to this, to which-thefe writers-are
B 6 fome-
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fometimcs liable, “when, " inftead of fill-
n“g; théir pageswith morifters w hich no
" "bbjdy hath”ever {een, and with adven-
“tures which never have nor could pofii-
bly have happened to them, they walte
“their: time and paper with recording
‘things and facts of fo common a kind,
that they challenge no other right of
“being remembered, than as they had
the honour of hawng happened to the
“aut hﬂr, to whom nothing feems trivial
that in any manner happens to himfeif.
Of fuch confequence do his own actions
‘appear to one of this kind, “that he
would probably think himfelf guilty of
infidelity, fhould he omit the minuteft
thing in thedetail of hi sjoumal Thatthe
factis true, is fufficient to give it a place
| thcre, without any confideration whe-
ther it is capable of pleafing or furprif-
ing, of diverting or informing the rea-
der.

I'HAVE fesn a play (if Tmiftake not,
1t 1s ‘one of Mrs. Behn s, or of Mrs
?;Ccntlwre 's) where this vice in a voyage-

writer is finely ridiculed. An ignorant
| pedant,
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pedant, to. whofe government,, for I
know not what reafon, the conduct of
-a young nobleman in his travels is com-
mitted, and who is fent abroad to thew
My Lord the world, of which he knows
nothing himfelf, befare his departure
from a town, calls for bis journal, to
record the goodnefs of the wine and to-
bacco, with other articles of the fame
importance, which are to furnifh the
materials of a voyage at his return home.
The humour, it is true, is here carried
o very far; and yet, perhaps, very little

~ beyond what 1s to be found in writers
who profefs no intention of dealing in
-~ humour at all.

Or one or other or both of thefe kinds
are, I conceive, all that vaft pile of
books which pafs under the names of
voyages, travels, adventures, lives, me-
moirs, hiftories, &c. fome of which a
ﬁngle traveller fends into the world in _
many volumes, and . others are, by ju-
.dicious bookfellers, _colle&ed into. vaft
bodies in fol.o, and infcribed with thelr
ewn names, as if they were indeed thcxr
- own
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own travels ; thus unjuftly attributing

to themfielves the merit of others.
Now, from both thefe faults we have
endeavoured to fteer clear in the follow-
ing narrative : which, however the con-
trary may be infinuated by ignorant, un-
learned, and frefth-water critics, who
have never travelled either in books or
thips, 1 do folemnly declare doth, in
my own Impartial opinion, deviate. lefs
from truth than any other voyage ex-
tant; my lord Anfon’s alone being, per-
haps, excepted. 3
-~ Some few embellithments muft be
allowed to every hiftorian : for we are
not to conceive that the fpeeches in
Livy, Salluft, or Thucydides, were li-
terally {poken in the very words in which .
we now read them. . It is fufficient that
every fa& hath its foundation in truth,
as I do ferioufly aver is the cafe in the
enfuing pages; and when 1t is fo, a
good critic will be fo far from denying
all kind of ornament of ftile or dition,
or even of circumitance to his author,
that he would be rather fosry if he
| omitted
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omitted it : for he could hence derive.
no other advantage than the lofs of an

additional pleafure in the perufal.
AcAa1N, if any merely common in-
cident fhould appear in this journal,
which will feldom, I apprehend, be
the cafe, the candid reader will eafily
perceive 1t is not introduced for its own
fake, but for fome obfervations and re-
fleCtions naturally refulting from it ; and
which, if but little to his amufement,
tend directly to the inftruction of the
réader, or to the information of the
public ; to whom if I chufe to convey
{fuch inftrution or information with an
air of joke and laughter, none but the
dulleft of fellows will, I believe, cen-
{ure it-; but if they fhould, 1 have the
authority of more than one paffage in

Horace to alledge in my defence.
Havine thus endeavoured to obviate
fome cenfures to which a man, with-
out the gift of fore-fight, or any fear
of the imputation of being a conjurer,
might conceive this work would be li-
able, I might now undertake a more
pleafing
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pleafing tafk, and fall at once to the di-
rect and pofitive praifes of the work rt-
felf ; of which indeed I could. fay

thoufand good things: but the tafk IS
fo very pleafant that I fhall leave it
wholly to the reader; and it is all the
tafk that I impofe on him, A mode-
ration for which he may think himfelf
obliged to me, when he compares it
with the condu@® of authors, who of-
‘ten fill a whole fheet with their own
‘praifes, to which they fometimes fet
_their own real names, and fometimes
a icitious one.  One hint, how ever, I
‘muft give the kind reader; which is,
that if he thould be able to find no fort
of amufement in the book, he will be
pleafed to remember the pubhc ut1lity
which will arife from it. If entertain-
ment, as Mr. Richardfon obferves, be
but a fecondary confideration in a ro-
“mance ; with which Mr. Addifon I
think agrees, affirming the ufe of the
paftry-cook to be the firft; if this, I
fay, be true of a mere work of inven-

tion, fure it may well be {o confidered
in
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i a, ‘work founded, like this, on trirth!s
“and 'where the political reﬂe&lons form
fo diftinguifhing a part.

‘BuT perhaps I may hear, from fome
critic of the moft faturnine complexion,
that my vanity muft have made a hor-
rid dupe of my judgment, if it hath

flattered me with an expectation of hav-
ing any thing here feen in a grave light,

or of conveying any ufeful inftruction
to the public, or to their guardians. I
anfwer with the great man, whom I
_juft now quoted, that my purpofe i§ to
~convey inftruction in the vehicle of en-
‘tertainment ; and {o to bring about at
once, like the revolution in the rehear-
fal, a perfet reformation of the laws
*relqtmg to our maritime affairs: an un-
dertaking, I will not fay more modeft,

but furely more feaflible, than that of
reforming a whole people, by making
‘ufe of a vehicular ftory, to wheel in

among them worfe manners than their
‘own. | | |






INTRODUCTION.

%}{ iy gzw,;f N the beginning of Augutft,
<k h 1752, when I had taken the
* Dukeof Portland’s medicine,
as it is called, near a year,
 the effe@s of which had been
the carrying off the fymptoms of a lin-
gering imperfect gout, I was perfuaded
by Mr, Ranby, the King’s premler fer-
1eant—furcreon, and the ableft advice, 1
believe, in all branches of the phyfical
profeffion, to go immediately to Bath.
I accordingly writ that very night to
Mrs. Bowden, who, by the next poft,
informed me fhe had taken me a lodg-
ing for a month certain.

WiTHIN a few days after this, whilft

I was preparing for my journey, and
when
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when I was almoft fatigued to death

with feveral long examlnationq relating
to five different murders, all cumm:tted
within the fpace of a week, by differ-
ent gangs of ftreet robbers, I received
a meflage from his Grace the Duke of
Newecaftle, by Mr.Carrington, the King’s
meflenger, to attend his Grace in Lin-
coln’s-inn-fields, upon fome bufinefs of
importance ; with which I immediately
compiied ; when his Grace fenta gentle-
man to dlfcomfc withme on the beft plan
whlch could be invented for putting an
immediate end to thofe murders and rob-
beries which were every day committed
in the ftreets: upon which, I promifed to
tran{mit my opinion, in writing, to his
Grace, who, as the gentleman informed
me, intended to lay it before the prwy
council,
THo’ this vifit coft me a fevere cold,

I, notwithftanding, fet myfelf down to
work, and in about four days fent the
Duke as regular a plan as I could form,
with all the reafons and arguments I

cuuld
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could bring to fupport it, drawn out m
feveral fheets of paper; and foon re-
ceived a meffage from the D’uk{e,_by
Mr. Carrington, acquainting me, that
my plan was highly approved of, and
that all the terms of it would be com-
plied with.

Tue principal and moft material of
thofe terms was the immediately depo-
fiting 6ool. in my hands; at which
fmall charge I undertook to demolifh
the then reigning gangs, and to put the
civil policy into fuch order, that no fuch
gangs fhould ever be ab]e for the fu-
ture, to form themfelves into bodies, or
at leaft to remain any time formidable
to the public.

I aap delayed my Bath-journey for
fome time, contrary to the repeated ad-
vice of my phyfical acquaintance, and
to the ardent defire of my warmeit
friends, tho' my diftemper was now
turned to a deep jaundice; in which
cafe the Bath-waters are generally re-
puted to be almoft infallible. But I
had the moft eager defire of demolifh-

1 ing
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ing this gang of villains and cut-throats,
which 1 was fure of accomplithing the
moment I was enabled to pay a fellow
who had undertaken, for a {mall {fum,
to betray them into the hands of a fet
of thief-takers whom I had enlifted in-
to the fervice, all men of known and
approved ﬁdehty and intrepidity.

ArTER fome weeks the money was
paid at the Treafury, and within a few
days after 2001. of it had come to my
hands the whole gang of cut-throats
was entirely difperfed, feven of them
were in actual cuftody, and the reft
driven, fome out of town, and others
out of the kingdom.

THo’ my health was now reduced
tothe laft extremity, I' continued to act
with the utmoft vigour againft thefe vil-
lains ; in examining whom, and in tak-
ing the depofitions againft them, I have
often fpent whole days, nay fometimes
whole nights, efpecially when there was
any difficulty in procuring fufficient evi-
dence to convit them ; which'is a very

common cafe 1n ﬁreet robberies, even
when
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when the guilt of the party is {ufficiently
apparent to fatisfy the moft tender con-
fcience. Bat courts of juftice know
nothing of a canfe more than what is
told them on oath by a witnefs; and
the moft flagitious villain upon earth is:
tried 1n ‘the fame manner as a man of
the belt charadter, who is accufed of
the fame crime.

MEean while, amidft all my fatigues
and diftreffes, 1 had the fatisfaction to
find my endeavours had been attended
with {uch fuccefs, that this hellith {ociety
were almoft utterly extirpated; and that,
inftead of reading of murders and ftreet-
robberies in the news, almoft every
morning, there was, in the remaining
part of the month of November, and
in all December, not only no fuch thing
as a murder, but not even a fireet-rob-
bery committed. Some {fuch, indeed,
were mentioned in the public papers ;
but they were all found, on the ﬂn&eﬂ:
enquiry, torbe falfe.

In this entire freedom from fireet-
robberies, during the dark months, no

man
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man will, I believe, fcruple to acknow-
ledge, that the winter of 1753 ftands
uprival’d, duringacourfe of many years;
and this may poflibly appear the more
extraordinary to thofe who recollet the
outrages with which it began.

Having thus fully accomplithed my
undertaking, I wentinto the country in
a very weak and deplorable condition,
with no fewer or lefs difeafes than a
jaundice, a dropfy, and an afthma, al-
together uniting their forces in the de-
ftru&tion of a body fo- entirely ema-
ciated, that it had loft all its mufcular
fleth,

MINE was now no longer what is
called a Bath cafe; nor, if it had been
fo, had I ftrength remaining fufficient
to go thither, a ride of fix miles only
being attended with an intolerable fa-
tigne. I now difcharged my lodgings
at Bath, which I had hitherto kept. 1
began, in earneft, to look on my cafe
as defperate, and I had vanity enough

- to rank myf{elf with thofe heroes who,
of
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of ‘old " times, became voluntary facr;—-‘,
fices to the gﬁod of the public. -

. Bur, left the reader thould be too”
cager to catch at the word wvamty, and
{hould beunwilling to indulge me with
{fo {ublime a gratification, for I think
he is not too apt to gratify me, I will
take my key a pitch lower, and will
frankly own that I had a ftronger motive
than the love of the public to puth me
on: I will therefore confefs to him, that
my private affairs at the beginning of
the ‘winfer had but a gloomy afpect ;
for I'had not plundered the public or
the poor of thofe fums which men,
who are always ready to plunder both
as much as they can, have been pleafed
to fufpect me of taking : on the con-
trary, by compofing, inftead of inflam-
ing, the quarrels of porters and beggars
(which T blufth when I fay hath not
been univerfally pracifed) and by re-
fufing to take a fhilling from a man
who moft undoubtedly Wauld not have
had another left, 1 had reduced an in-

C come
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come of about 5001 * a year of the dir-
tieft money upon earth, to little more
‘than 300l a confiderable proportion
of which remained with my clerk ; and
indeed if the whole had done fo, as it
ought, he would be but ill paid for fit-

ting

* A predeceflor of mine ufed to boaft that he
made 1000), a year in his office : but how he did
this, if indeed he did it, is to me a fecret. His
clerk, now mine, told me I had more bufinefs
than he had ever known there; [ am fure I had
as much as any man could do. The truth is, the
fees are fo very low, when any are due, and fo
much is done for nothing, that if a fingle juftice
of peace had bufinefs enough to employ twenty
clerks, neither he nor they would get much by
their labour. The public will not therefore, I
hope, think I betray a fecret when I inform them,
that I received from the government a yearly pen-
fion out of the public fervice-money ; which I be-
lieve indeed would have been larger, had my
great patron been convinced of an error, which
I have heard him utter more than once, That
he could not indeed fay, that the adting as a
principal juftice of peace in Weftminfter was on
~all accounts very defirable; but that all the world
knew it was a very lucrative office. Now to have
thewn bim plainly, that a man muft be a rogue

to make a very little this way, and that he could
not
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ting almoft fixteen hours in the twenty-
four, in the moft unwholefome, as well
as naufeous air in the univerfe, and
which hath in his cafe corrupted a good
conftitution without contaminating his
mo:als.

BuT, not to trouble the reader with
anecdotes, contrary to my own rule laid
down in my preface, I affure him I
thought my family was very {lenderly
provided for ; and that my health began
to decline fo faft, that I had very little
mo e of life left to accomplith what.I
had thought of too late. I rejoiced
therefore greatly in feeing an opportu-
nity, as I apprehended, ofga ning {fuch
merit in the eye of the public, that if

not make much by beiog as great a rogue as he
could be, would have required more confidence
thin I believe he had in me, and more of his con-
verfation than he chufe to allow me ; I therefore
religned the office, and the farther execution of
my plan to my brothery; who bad long been my
affiftant. And now, leit the cafe be ween me
and the readerfhould be the fame in both inflances
as it was between me and*the great man, I will
not add another word on the fubject,

& 2 my



23 ANT RODUTTIN N,

my life were the facrifice to it, my
frlends mioht think they did a popular
act in puttmg my fam:]y at leaft beyond
the reach of neceflity, which I myfelf
began to defpair of doing.” And tho’ I
difclaim all pretence to that Spartan or
Roman patriotifm, which loved the
public {fo well that it was always ready
- to become a voluntary facrifice to the
public good, I do folemnly declare 1
have that love for my family.

ArTEeER this conceflion therefore,
that the public was not the principal
Deity to which my life was offered a
facrifice, and when it is farther confi-
dered whata poor facrifice this was, be-
ing indeed no other than the giving up
what I faw little likelihood of being
able to hold much longer, and which,
upon the terms I held it, nothing but
the weaknefs of human nature could
reprefent to me as worth holding atall;
the world may, I believe, without envy,
allow me all the praife to which I have
any title,

5 My
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My aim, in fa&, was not praife,
which is the laft glft they care to be-
ftow ; at leaft this was not my aim as an
end, But rather as a means, of pur-
chafing fome moderate provifion for my
family,which, tho’ it fhould exceed my
merit, muft fall infinitely fhort of my
fervice, if I fucceeded in my at-
tempt. | ug
- To fay the truth, the public never
act more wifely, than when they act
moft liberally in the diftribution of
their rewards; and here the good they
receive 1s often more -to be confidered
than the motive from which they re-
ceive it. Example alone is the end of
all public punifhments and rewards.
Laws never inflit difgrace in refent-
ment, nor conf:r honour from grati-
tude. For it 1s very hard, my lord,
faid a convicted felon at the: bar to EhL
late excellent judge Burnet, to hang a
poor man for {tealing a herde, Yo are
not to be hanged, Sir, anfwered my
ever-honoured and beloved friend, for
ftealing a horfe, but you are to be

C3 hanged
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hanged that horfes may not be ftolen.
In like manner it might have beeén faid
to the late duke of Marltorough, when'
the parliament was fo defervedly libe-
ral to him, after the battle of Blenheim,
You receive not thefe honours ard
bounties on account of a vi€tory patft,
but' that othér victories may be ob-
tained. 8 _

I was now, in the opinion of all
men, dying of a complication of difor-
ders ; and, were I defirous of playing
the advocate, 1 have an occafion fair
enough : but I difdain fuch an attempt.
I reiate falts plainly and fimply as they
are ; and let the world draw from them
what conclufions they pleafe, taking
with them the following faéts for their
inftruction. Theoneis, That the pro-
clamation offering 100l. for the appre-
hending felons for certain felonies com-
mitted in certain places, which I pre-
vented from being revived, had for-
merly coft the government feveral
thoufand pounds within a fingle year.

Secondly, That all fuch proclamations,
| inftead
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inftead of curing the evil, had altually
increafed it ; had multiplied the num-
ber of robberles . had propaﬂated the
worlt and wickedeft of pﬁl‘_]Lll'lE:S s had
laid {nares for youth and ignorance ;
which, by the temptation of thefe re-
wards, had been fometimes drawn into
cuilt ; and f{ometimes, which cannot
be thought on without the higheft hor-
ror, had deftroyed them without i,
Thirdly, That my plan had not put
the government to more than 300!, ex-
pence, and had produced none of the
ill confequences above-mentioned 3 but,
laftly, Had actually {upprefied the evii
for a time, and had plainly pointed out
the means of fupprefling it for ever.

This I would myfelf have undertaken,

had my . health permitted, at the an-
nual expence of the abave-mentioned
fum.

AFTER having ftood thf: terrible fix
weeks which fucceeded laft Chriftmas,
and put a lucky end, if they had known
their own interefls, to fuch numbers of
aged and infirm valetudinarians, who

8L might
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might. have galped through two or
three mild winters more;” I returned to
town in February, in a:condition lefs
defpaired of by myfelf than by any of
my friends. 1 now became the patient
of Dr. Ward, who wifhed I had taken
bis advice earlier. ;

By his advice I was tapped, and
fourteen quarts of water drawn from
my belly. The fudden relaxation which
this caufed, added to my enervate,
emaciated habit of body, fo weakened
me, that within two days [ was thought
to be falling into the agonies of
dieaske, 0 [

I was at the worft on that memora-
ble day when the public loft Mr. Pel-
ham. From that day I began flowly,
as it were, to draw my feet out of the
grave; till in two months time I had
again acquired fome little degree of
ftrength ; but was again full of wa-
ter.

During this whole time, I took
Mr. Ward’s medicines, which had fel-
dom any perceptible operation.  Thofe

in
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in particular of the diaphoretic kind,
the working of which is thought tore-
quire a great ftrength of conftitution
to {upport, had fo little effet on me,
that Mr. Ward declared 1t was as
vain to attempt {weating me as adeal
board.

In this fituation I was tapped a fe-.
cond time. 'I had one quart of water
lefs taken from me now than before
but I bore all the confequences of the
operation much better. This I attri-
buted greatly toa dofe of laudanum pre-
fcribed by my furgeon. It firft gave
me the moit delicious flow of fpirits,
and afterwards as comfortable a nap.

- Tue month of May, which was now
begun, it feemed reafonable to expe&
would introduce the fpring, and drive
oft that winter which yet maintained its,
footing on the flage. 1 refolved there-
fore to vifit a little houfe of mine in the.
country, which {tands at Ealing, inthe
county of Middlefex, in the beft: air, I
believe, in the whole kingdom, and far
fuperior to that of Kenfington Gravel-

C 5 Pits 5
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Pits 5 for the gravel is here much wider
and deeper, the place hig her and more
open towards the fouth whillt' it is
guarded from the north wmd by a ridge
of hills, and from the fmells and fmoke
of Londen by its diftance ;' which Taft
is, not the fate of Kenﬁngton when
the wind blows from any corner of the
eaft. 2
~ OBLIGATIONS to Mr. Ward I fhall
always confefs; for I am convinced
that he omitted no care in endeavourmg'
to ferve me, without any expe&atlon or
defire of fee or reward.

Tue powers of Mr. Ward’s reme-
dies want indeed no unfair puffs of mine
to give them credit; and tho’ this dif-
temper of the dropfy ftands, I believe,
firt in the lift of thofe over which he
is always certain of triumphing ; yet,
po'ﬁbly there might be fomething par-
ticular in my cafe, capable of eluding
that radical force which had healed {o
many thoufands. ‘The fame diftemper,
in different conftitutions, may poflibly
be attended with fuch different {fymp-

2 toms,
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toms, that to find an infallible noftrum
for the curing any one diftemper in
every patient, may be almoft as diffi-
cult as to find a panacea for the cure of
all.

- But even fuchapanacea one of the
greateft {cholars and beft of men did
lately apprehend he had difcovered. It
Is true, indeed, he was no phyfician ;
that is, he had not by the forms of his
education acquired a right of applying
his {kill in the artof phyfic to his own
private advantage ; and yet, pe:hqps, it
may be truly afferted, that no othet
modern hath contributed fo much to
make his phyfical fkill ufeful to the
public; at leaft, that none hath under-’
gone the pains of communicating this
difcovery in writing to the world. The
reader, I think, will fcarce need to b
informed that the writer I mean is the
late bithop of Cloyne, in Irclard, and
the difcovel‘y, that of the virtucs of tar-_
water. |

I ruen happened to recollet, wpon
ahmtglvcn me by the uumﬁable author of
0 ““the’
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the Female Quixote, that I had many
years before, from curiofity only, taken
a curfory view of bithop Berkley’s
treatife  on the wvirtues of tar-water,
which I had formerly obferved he:
ftrongly contends to be that real pana-
cea which Sydenham fuppofes to have
an exiftence in nature, tho' it yet re-
mains undifcovered, and, perhaps, will
always remain fo.

Uron the re-perufal of this book I'
found the bithop only aflerting his opi-
- nion, that tar-water might be ufeful in
the dropfy, fince he had known it to
have a farprizing fuccefs in the cure of
a moit ftubborn anafarca, which is in-
deed no other than, as the word implies,
the dropfy of the fleth; and this was,
at that time, a large part of my com-
plaint.

ArTER a thort trial, therefore, of a
milk diet, which I prefently found did
not f{uit with my cafe, I betook myfelf
to the bifhop’s prefcription, and doled
myfelf every morning and evening with
half a pmnt of tar-water,

IT
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It was no more than three weeks
fince my laft tapping, and my belly and
limbs were diftended with water. This:
did not give me the worfe opinion of
tar-water : for I never fuppofed there
could be any fuch virtue in tar-water,
as immediately to carry off a quantity-
of water already collected.. For myde-
livery from this, I well knew I muft be
again obliged to the trochar ; and that
if the tar-water did me any good at all,
it muil be only by the floweft degrees ;!
and that if it thould ever get the better
of my diftemper, it muft be by the te-
dious operation of undermining; and
not by a fudden attack and ftorm.

SoMEe vifible effets; however, and
far beyond what my moft fanguine
hopes could with any modefty expect, .
I very foon experienced ; the tar-water
having, from the very firft, leflened my-
illnefs, increafed my appetite, and ad-.
ded, though in a very {low proportion,
to my bodily firength.

BuT if my f’crength had increafed a
little; my water daily increafed much

IMore,
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more. So that, by the end of May, my
belly became again ripe for the trochar,
and I was a third time tapped ; upon
which two very favourable {ymptoms
appeared. I had three quarts of water
taken from me lefs than had been taken
the laft time ; and I bore the relaxation
with much lefs (indeed with {carce any)
faintnefs.

- Trose of my phyfical friends, on
whofe judgment 1 chiefly” depended,
feemed to think my only chance of life
confifted in having the whole fummer:
before me; in which I might hope to
gather fufficient ftrength to encounter
the inclemencies of the enfuing winter.
But this chance began daily to leflen.
I faw the fummer mouldering away,
or rather, indeed, the year pafling away
without intending to bring on any {um-
mer at all. In the whole month of
May the fun f{carce. appeared three
times. So that the early fruits came to
the fulnefs of their growth, and to
fome appearance of ripenefs, without

acqmrmg any real maturity; having
- wantt:d
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wanted the heat of the fun to foften
and meliorate their juices. I faw the
droply gaining rather than lofing
oround ; the diftance growing ftill
{horter between the tappings. I faw
the afthma likewife beginning again to
become more troublefome. I faw the
midfummer quarter drawing towards a
clofe. So that I conceived, if the Mi~
chaelmas quarter thould fteal oft in the
fame manner, as it was, in my opinion,
very much to be apprehended it would,
I thould be delivered up to the attacks
of winter, beforeI recruited my forces,
{o as to be any wife able 10 withftand
them.

I Nnow began to recal an intention,
which from the firft dawnings of my
recovery 1 had conceiv’d, of removing
to a warmer climate ; and finding this
to be approv’d of by a very eminent
phyfician, I refolved to put it into im-
mediate execution. |

Aix in Provence was the place*firft
thought on ; but the difficulties of get-
ting thither were infuperable. The

journey
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~ journey by land, befide the expence of
i, was mﬁmtely too long and fatigu-

ing ; and I could hear of no fhip that
was likely to fet out from London,
within any reafonable time for Mar-
feilles, or any other port in that part of
the Mcditerranean.

Liseon was prelently fixed on in its
room. The air here, as it was near four
dﬁgrees to the fouth of Aix, muft be
more mild and warm, and the winter
thorter and lefs piercing.

It was not difficuit to find a f(hip
bound to a place with which we carry
on {o mmenfe a trade. - Accordingly,
my brother foon informed me of the
excellent accommeodations for paflen-
gers, which were to be found on board
a fhip that was obliged to fail for Lifbon.
in three days..

I EAGERLY- embrace*] the offer,
notwﬂhﬁan&mg the thortnefs. of the
time ; and having given  my bro-
ther full power- to contraét for our
paflage, Ibegan to-prepare my family
forthevoyagewith the utmoftexpedition.

But
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BuT our great hafte was needlefs 5
for the captain having twice put off
his failing, I at length invited him to
dinner with me at Fordhook, a full
week after the time on which he had
declared, and that with many aileve-
rations, he muft, and would, weigh
anchor.

He dined with me, according to
his appointment ; and when all mat-
ters were fettled between us, left me
with pofitive orders to be on board the
Wednefday following ; when he de-
clared he would fall down the river
to Gravefend ; and would not ftay a
moment for the greateft man in the
world.

He advifed me to go to Gravefend
by land, and there wait the arrival of
his fhip; afligning many reafons for
this, every one of which was, as]well
remember, among thofe that had be-
fore determined me to go on board near
the Tower.
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VOYAGE to LIS5BON.
Wednefday, Ffune 26, 1754.

S\ this day, the moft melan-
>\ \l| choly fun I had ever beheld
(] ] arofe, and found me awake
p at my houfe at Fordhook.
By the light of this fun, I was, in my
own opinion, laft to behold and take
leave of fome of thofe creatures on
whom I doated with a mother-like
fondnefs, guided by nature and paf-
fion, and uncured and unhardened by
all the doctrine of that philofophical
{chool
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fchool where I had learnt to bear P&ll‘lﬁ
-and to defplfe death.

IN this ﬁfuatlon as I could not con-
quer nature, I fubmitted entirely to
her, and fhe made as great fool of me as
fhe had ever done of anywoman what{o-
ever: under pretence of giving me leave
to ergay, ‘fhe drew me in to {uffer the
company of my little ones, during elght
hours; and I doubt not whether,
that time, I did not undergo more th:m
in all my dii’cmnper. ok

AT twelve precifely my coach was
at the door, which was no {ooner told
me than I kifs'd my children round,
and went in o it with fome little refolu-
tion. My wife, who b:haved more
like a hercine and philofopher, tho’at
the {fame time the tenderelt mother in
the world, and my eldeft daughter,
followed me ; fome friends went with
us, and others here took theirleaves
and I heard my behaviour applauded .

with many murmurs and praifes to
which
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which T well knew T had no title ; as
all other fuch philofophers may, ifthey
have any modefty, confefs on the like
occafions, |

IN two hours we arrived in Redriffe,
and immediately went on board, and
were to have failed the next morning;
but as this was the king’s proclamation-
day, and confequently a holiday at the
Cuftom-houfe, the captain could not
clear his wveffel till the Thurfday ; for
thefe holidays are as firi¢tly obferved
as thofe in the popifh calendar, and are
almoft as numerous. I might add,
that both are oppofite to the gcnius of
trade, and conff:quently contra bonum
Pzzé!asum

T'o go on board the fhip it was ne-
ceflary firft to go into a boat ; a matter
of no fmall difficulty, as I had no ufe
of my limbs, and was to be carried by
men, who tho’ {ufficiently ftrong for
their burden, were, like Archimedes,
puzzled to find 2 ﬁ'eady footing. lOf

this
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this, as few of my readers have not
gone into wherries on the Thames, they
will eafily be able to form to themf{clves
an idea. However, by the affiltance
of my friend Mr. Welch, whom I ne-
ver think or {peak of but with love and
efteem, I conquered this difficulty, as
I did afterwards that of afcending the
{hip, into which I was hoifted with
more eafe by a chair lifted with pullies,
I was {oon feated in a great chair in the
cabin, to refreth myfelf after a fatigue
which had been more intolerable, in a
quarter of a mile’s paflfage from my
couch to the fhip, than I had before
undergone in a land-journey of twelve
miles, which I had travelled with the
utmoft expedition.

Tuis latter fatigue was, perhaps,
fomewhat heightened by an indignationr
which I could not prevent arifing in
my mind. I think, vpon my entrance
into the boat, I prefented a {pectacle
of the highef’c horror. The total lofs
of limbs was apparent to all who faw

me,
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me, and my face contained marks of a
moft difeafed ftate, if not of death. it-
{elf. Indeed fo ghaftly was my coun-
tenance, that timorous women with
child had abftained from my houfe,
for fear of the ill confequences of look-
ing at me. In this condition, I ran
the gauntlope, (fo, Ithink I may juftly
call it) through rows of failors and wa-
termen, few of whom failed of paying
their compliments to me, by all man-
- ner of infults and jefts on my mifery.
No man who knew me will think I
conceived any perfonal refentment at
this behaviour ; but it was a lively pic-
ture of that cruelty and inhumanity, in
the nature of men,-which I have often
contemplated with concern ; and which
leads the mind into a train of very un-
comfortable and melancholy thoughts,
It may be faid, that this barbarous cuf-
tom is peculiar to the Englith, and of
them only to the loweft degree; thatit
is an excrelcence of  an uncontroul’d li-
centioufnefs miftaken for liberty, and

never thews itfelf in men who are po-
| lith’d
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lifh'd-and refin’d, in fuch manner as
Bluman nature requires, to produce that
peifeéhon of which it is fufceptible,
and to purge away that malevolence of
difpofitien, of which, at our birth, we
partake in common with the favage
creation,

T'urs may be faid, and th's is all that
can be faid; and itis, I am afraid, but
little fatisfactory to account for the in-
humanity of thofe, who, while they
boaft of being made after God’s own
image, feem to bear in their minds a
refemblance of the vileft fpecies of
brutes; or rather, indeed, ‘of our idea
of devils: for I don’t know that any
brutes can be taxed with fuch malevo-

lence.

A surRLOIN of beef was now placed
on the table, for which, tho’ little bet-
ter than carrion, as much'was charged
by the mafter of the little paltry ale-
houfe who drefled it, as would have
been demanded for all the elegance of

the
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the King’'s Arms, or any other polite
tavern, or eating-houfe ; for indeed the
difference between the beft houfe and
the worft is, that at 'the former you
pay largely for luxury, at the latter for
nothing.

Thurfday, _‘}"z.me 27 Tuis morning
the caprain, who .lay on fhore at his
own houfe, paid us a vifit in the cabin ;
and after having exprefs’d his concern
at the impoflibility of failing {o foon as
he expetied, hoped we would excule
delay, which he.could not forefce, but
aflured us he would certainly fall down
theriver on Saturday. This indeed wasno
fmall mortification to the ; for, befides
the difagreeable fituation in which we
then lay, in the cenﬁrnes of Wappma
and Redriffe, tafting a delicious mix-
ture of the air of beth thefle {weet pla-
ces, and enjoying the concord of {weet
founds of feamen, watermen, fifh-wo-
men, oylter-women, and of '111 the vo-
ciferous mha!mtants of both fhores,

compoling altogethmb a greater variety
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of harmony than Hogarth’s imaginati-
on hath brought together in that print
of his, which is enough to make a
‘man deaf to look at ; 1 had a more ur-
gentcaufe to prefs our departure which
was, that the dropfy, for which I had
undergone three tappings, feemed to
threaten me with a foarth difcharge
before I thould reach Liftbon, and when
1 fhould have no body on board capable
of performing the operation: but I was
obliged to hearken to the voice of rea-
{on, if I may ufe the captain’s own
words, and to reft mylfelf contented.
Indeed there was no alternative within
my reach, but what would have coft
me much too dear.

THERE are many evils in fociety,
from which people of the higheit rank
are {o entirely exempt, that they have
not the leaft knowledge or idea of
them ; nor indeed of the charatters
which are formed by them. Such, for
inftance, is the conveyance of goods
and paflengers from one place to ano-

ther.
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ther. Now there is no fuch thing as
any kind of knowledge contemptible in
itfelf'; and as the particular knowledge
I here mean is entirely neceflary to the
well underftanding and well enjoying
this journal ; and, laftly, asin thiscafe
the moft ignorant wil be thofe very
readers whofe amufement we chiefly
~confult, and to whom we with to be
fuppofed principally to write, we will
here enter fomewhat largely into the
difcafiion of this matter ; the rather,
for that no antient or modern author
(if we can truft the catalogue of Dr.
Mead’s library) hath ever undertaken
it; but that it feems (in the flile of
Don Quixote) a tafk referved for my
pen alone.

Wxen I fieft conceived this inten-
tion, I began to entertiin thoughts of
1equiring into the antiquity of travell-
ing : and, as many perfons have per-
formed in this way (I mean have tra-
velied) at the expence of the public, 1
flattered myfelf that the {pirit of im-

D2 proving
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proving arts and f{ciences, and of ad-
vancing ufeful and fubftantial learning,
which fo eminently diftinguifhes this
age, and hath given rife to more fpecu-
lative {ocieties in Europe than I at pre-
fent can recolle¢t the names of; per-
hapsindeed than I or any other, befides
their very near neighbours, ever heard
mentioned, would aflift in ‘promoting
fo curious a work : A work ! ‘begun
with the fame views, calculated for the
{ame puarpofes, and fitted for the fame
ufes, with the labours which thofe right
honourable focieties have fo cheerfuily
undertaken themfelves, and encouraged
1n others ; fometimes with the higheft
honours, even with admiflion into their
colleges, and with inrolment among
their members.

From thefe focieties I promifed my-
felf all affiftance in their power, parti-
cularly the communication of fuch valu-
able manufcripts and records as they
muft be fuppofed to have colleted from
thofe obfcure -ages-of antiquity, when

5 ~ hiftory
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hifory yields us fuch imperfe& ac-
counts of the refidence, and much
more imperfe&, of the travels of the
human race ; unlefs, perhaps, asacu-
rious: and learned member ot the young
fociety of amtiquarians is faid to: have
‘hinted his conjeétures, that their refi-
dence and their travels were oneand the
fame; and this difcovery (for fuch it
feemsi to be) he s [atd to have owed to
the lighting by accident on a book,
which we fhill have ocrafion to men-*
tion prefently, the contents of which
were then little known to the fociety.

Tue King of Pruffia, moreover,who,
from a degree of benevolence and tafte
which in either cafe is a rare prodution
in fo northern a climate, is the great
encourager of art and f{cience, 1 was
well aflured would promote {o ufeful a

di;ﬁgn, and order his archives to be
fearched in my behalf.

BuT, after well weighing all thefe
advantages, and much meditation on
b i the
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the order of my work, my whole de-~
fign was {ubverted in a moment, by
hearing of  the difcovery juft mentioned -
to have been made by the young anti- -
quarian, who from the moit antient re-
cord in the world, (tho’ Idon’t find the
fociety are all agreed in this point) one -
long preceding the date of the earlieft -
modern colleCtions, either of books or
butterflies, none of which pretend to go
beyond the flood, fhews us, that the
‘Bt man was a’ traveller, and that he
and his family were fcarce fettled in Pa-
radife, before they difliked their own
home, and became paflengers to ano-
ther place. Hence it appears, that the
humeur of travelling 'is as old as the
human race, and that it was their cusfe
from ti;e beginning.

By this difcovery my plan became
much/{hortened, and: I found: it ‘only.
neceflary to treat of the conveyance of
ooods and paflengers from place to
place ; which not being  ubiverfally
known, feemed proper to be explained,

R .
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before we examined into its original.
The e are, indeed, two different ways
of tracing all things, ufed by the hifto-
rian and the antiquary; thefe are up-
wards, and downwards. The former
fhews you how things are, and leaves
to others to difcover when tliey began
to be fo. The latter thews yeu how
things were, and leaves their prefent
exiftence to be examined by others.
Hence the former 1s more ufeful, the
latter more curious. 'The former re-"
ceives the thanks of mankind, the
latter of that valuable part, the vir-
tuofi,

In explaining, therefore, this myf-
tery of carrying goods and. paflengers
from one place to another, hitherto o
profound a fecret to the very beft of our
readers, we' fhall purfuethe hift rical
nmethod, and endeavour to fhew by
what means it is at prefent performed,
referr'ng the more curious enquiry ei-
ther to fome o her pen, or ty fome
Dthe_r Dpportunity. -
. A Now
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Wovr there are two general ways of
performing (if God permit) this con-
verance'; viz. by land and water, both
of which have much variety ; that by
land being performed’ i different ve-
Hicles, faeh as coaches, caravans, wag-
gons, &¢. and that by water’ m {hips,
b*&rgt: " and” beats,” of “various fizes and
d"eﬁmmihszi*ﬁn's, But as all’ thefe me-
thods of conveyance are formed on the
fame principles, they agree fo'well to-
gether, that it is fully fufficient to com-
prehend them all in the general view,
without defcending to fuch minute par-
ticulars as would diftinguifh one method:

from another.

Common' to all of thefe is one gene-
ral principle, that as the goods to be
conveyed are ufually the larger, fo they -
are to be chicfly confidered in the con-
veyance ; the owner being indeed little
more than an appendage to his trunk,
or box, or bale, or at beft a fmall part
of his own baggage, very little care is
to be taken 1n ftowing or packing themy

o o
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up with. convenience to himfelf: for
the conveyance is not of paflengers and,

goods, but of goods and paflengers.

~ SeconpLy, Irom this conveyance
arifes a new kind of relation, or rather
of fubje@ion in the fociety by which
the paffenger becomes bound in alle-
gmnce to his conveyer. This allegia-
giance 1s indeed only temporary and
Iocal, but the moft abfolute durmg 1tS
continuance of any known in Great-
Britain, and, to fay truth, fcarce con-
filtent with thf: hbﬁstles of a free peo-
ple ; nor could it be reconciled with
them, did ¥ not move downwards,
a ciccumitance univerfally apprchended-
to be incompatible to all kinds of {la-
very.  For Ariftotle, in his Politicks,
hath proved abundantly to my fatisfac_
tion, that no men are born to be flaves,
except barbarians ; and thefe only to
fuch as are not.themfelves barbanans-.
apd indeed Mr. Montefquien hath car-
ried it very little farther, in the cafe of
the Africans ; the real truth being, that
%~ no
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no man is born to be a flave, unlefs to
him who 1s able to make him fo.

TuirprLy, This fubjedtion is abfo-
Jute, ‘and confifts of ‘a perfet refigna-
tion both of bedy and {oul to the difpofal
of ‘another;  after’ which refignation,
during a certain time, his fubject re-
tains ‘no more power over his own will,
than an Afiatic{lave, or anEnglith wife,
by the laws of both countries, and by
the cuftoms of one of them. If 1
fho:ld mention the inftance of a ftage-
coachman, many of my readers would
recognize the truth of what I have here
obferved ; all indeed, that ever have
been ander the dominion of that tyrant,
who, in this free country, is as abfolute
as a Turkifh Bathaw. In two particu-
lars only his power is defective ; he
cannot prefs you into his fervice, and if
you enter yourfelf at one place, on con-
dition of being difcharged at a certain
time at another, he is'obliged to* per-
form his agreement, if God. permit':
but, all the mtermediate time, you-are

abfolutely
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abfolutely under his government ; he
carries you how he will, when he wd]
and whither he will, plowded it e
not much out of the road ; you have
nothing to eat, or to drink, but what;
and when, and where he p!eafcs..
Nay, you cannot fleep, uniefs hie pleales
you fhould ; for he will order you
fome'imes out of bed at m:dmght and
hurry you away at a moment’s warn-
Ing : indeed, if you can {leep in his ve-
h;cle, he cannot prevent it; nay, in-
deed, to give bim his due, thls he s
erdinarily difpofed to encourage ; fc
the earlier he forces you to rife In tnc
morning, the more time he will give
you in the heat of the day, ﬁmletlmes
even fix hours at an alehoufe, or at
their doors, where he always gives you
the fame indulgence which he allows
himf{elf; and for this he is generally
very moderate in his demands. I have
known a whole bundle of paficngers
charged no more than half a crown
for being fuffered to remain quiet at an

alehounfe door, for above a whole hour,
D 6 311(.1
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and  that even in the’ hotteft day in
fummer iy BoiiA

BUT as -thlsikmd oftyranmy, tim it
hath efeaped our political writers, hath
been, I think, touched by ourdramatic,
and is more trite among' the generality
of readers; and as this and all other
kinds of fuch fubjection are alike un-
known to my friends, I will quit the
paflengers by land, and treat of : thofe
who travel by water: for whatever is
faid on this fubject 1s applicable to botly
alike, and we may bring them toge~
ther as clofely as thiey are broughtin
the liturgy, when they are recom=
mended to the prayers of all Chriflian
- congregations 3 and (which I have of=
tén thmwht very' remarkable) where
they are jﬁmeti with other miferable
wretches, fuch as, women in: labour,
people in ficknefs, infants _]l.lﬂ: bcrln,.
prifonersiand caﬁtwcs. i

Goops and paffengers- are ccm?eyed

%:ty water 1n ‘divers Wh&c]&ﬁr the prin=
- “cipal
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cipal of which being a fhip, it fhall
fuffice to mention that alone. ' Here
the tyrant doth not demve his title, as
the ftage-coachman doth, from the ve-
hicle itfelf, in which he ftows his goods
and paflengers, but he is called the cap-
tainy a word of fuch various ufe and
uncertain fignification, that it feems
very difficult to fix any pofitive idea to
i : if indeed there be any general
meaning  which may comprehend all
its different ufes, that of the head, or
chief, of any body of men, feems to
be moft capable of this comprehenfion 3
for whether they be a company of fol-
diers; a crew of failors, or a gang of
rogues, he who is at the head of themy
always fliled the captain, '

The captain, whofe fortune it was to
ftow us aboard; laid a farther claimy to.
this: appellation than the bare command!
of a vehicle of conveyance. He had:
been the captain of a privateer, which
he looked upon as being: in the king’s
{ervice; and in this capdeity he had:
| eained
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cained great honour, having diftin-
guithed ‘his bravery in fome very warm
engagemet s, for which he had juftly
received pubiic thanks ; and from hence
he derived a rizht of hoitting the mi-
litary ornament of a cockade over the
button of his hat, and of wearing a
fword of no ordinary length,

Now, as I faw myfelf in danger
from thefe unavoidable delays, and as
the wind had been long nefted, as it
were, inthe {fouth-weft, where it con-
ftantly blew hurricanes, I began with
great reafon to apprehend that our voy-
age might be long, and that my belly,
which began already to be much ex-
tended, would require the water to be
let out at a time when no affiftance was
at hand ; though, indeed, the captain
comforted me with qf.’[’urances that he
had a pretty young fellow on board,
who acted as his furgeon, as I found he
likewife did' as fteward, cook, butler,
faiior. In fhort, he had as many offices
as Scrub in the play, and went through

rrpa them
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them all with great dexterity : this of
furgeon, was, perbaps, the onlyonein
which his fkill was fomewhat deficient,
at leaft that branch of tapping for the
dropfy ; for he very ingenuoufly and
modeftly confefled, he had never feen
the operation performed, nor was pof-
fefled of that chirurgical inftrument with
which it is performed.

Friday, Tune28. By way of pre-
vention, therefore, I this day fent for
my friend Mr. Hunter, the great fur-
geon and anatomift of Covent-garden;
and, though my belly was not yet very
full and tight, let out ten quarts of wa-
ter, the young fea-furgeon attending
the operation, not as a performer, but
as a ftudent.

I was now eafed of the greateft ap-
prehenfion which I had from the length
of the paffage; and I told the captain,
I was become indifferent as to the time
of his failing. He exprefled much fa-
tisfaction in this declaration, and at

s hearing
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hmring from. me, that I found m welf,,
fince my tapping, much lighter and.
better.  In. this, I believe, he was fin-,
cere 3 for he was, as we fhall have.
gceafion to obferve more: than once, a.
very good-natured, man:; and as he was
a very brave one too, 1 found that the
heroic - conikancy;, w;th which 1 had
born an operation that is attended with
fcarce any dtgiee of pain, had not a lit-
tle raifed me. in. hisefteem. Thathe
might adhere, thenefare, in the moft
religious. and rigorous manner to his
ward, he ordered his ﬂmp to fall down
to Gravefend on Sunday morning, and
there ta wait hisarrival.

Sund@r }'zme 30 NO-THWG warth-
notice pafs’d till that morning, when
my poor wife, after pafling a night in
the utmoft torments of the tooth-ach,
refolved to: have it drawn. I dif; p&tgh-_
ed, thercfore, a {crvant into Wapping,
to bring, m hafte, the beft toothdrawer
he could find. He foon found out a
female of great eminence n the art;

but
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but when he brought her to. the: boat,
at the water-fide, they were mformed
that the fhip was gone; for, indeed,
{he had fet out a few minutes atter liis
quitting her; nor did the pilot, who
well knew the errand on' which I lad
fent my fervant, think fit to wait a mo-
ment for his return, or to give me any
notice of his fettmg out.

BuT of all the petty bathaws, or tur-
bulent tyrants I ever beheld, this four-
faced pilot was the worft tempered; for,
during the time that he had the goidance
of the thip, which was till we arrived in
the Downs, he complied with nosone’s
defires, nor did he give a civil word, or,
indeed, a civil look to any en board,

TuE toothdrawer, who, as I faid
before, was one of great eminence
among her neighbours, refufed to fol-
iow the thip; fo that my man made
Immfelf the beft of his way, and, with
fome difficulty, came up with us before
we were got under full fail 3 for, after

that,
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that, as we had both wind and tide
with us, he would have fouand it im-
poflible to overtake the fthip, till the
was come to an anchor at Gravefend.

THE morning was fair and bright,
and we had a paff. ge thither, I tth,
s pleafant as can be conceivd; for,
td.ke it with all its advantages, partif_u-'
larly the number of fine fhips you are
always fure of feeing by the way, there
1s nothing to equal it in all the rivers of
the world, The yards of Deptford and:
of Woolwich are noble fights; and give
us a juft idea of the great perfe&tion te
which we are arrived in building thofe-
fl ating caftles, and the figure whith
we. may always m ke in Europe among:
the other maritime powers = That'of
Woolwich, at leaft, very ftrongly im-
printed this idea on my mind ;  for;’
there was now on the ftocks there the
Royal Anne, {uppofed to be the hrgeﬂ:
ﬂup ever bmlt and which contains ten
carriage guns more than had ever yet
CqUIPPLd a_firft rate, 3
. IT
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It is true, perhaps, that-there is:
more of oflentation than of real utility;
in fhips of this vt and unwieldy b
then, which ure rarely e:pable of « ¢ting
again{’c an enemy ; but if the building
fuch contributes to preferve, among
other nations, the notivn of the Britifh
fuperiority in naval affairs, the expence,
though very great, is well incurred, and
the oftentation is laudable and truly po-
Ltical..  Indeed I thould be forry to
allow that Holland, I'rance <r Spain,
pofiefled a vefiel larger and more beau-
tiful than the largeft and moft beautiful
of ours; for this honour I would always
adminifter to the pride of our failors,
who fhould challenge it from all their
neighbours with truth and fuccefs.
And fure I am, that not our honeft tars
alone, but every inhabitant of this iﬂand,'
may exult in “the comparifon, when
he confiders the king of Great-Britain
as a maritime pmme, in oppolition to
any other prince in urope; but I am
not {o certain that the fame idea of fu-

periority will refult from comparing our
land-
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land-forces with. thofe of many other
crowned heads.. In numbers. they all
far exceed us, and in the goodnefs and
ipl endor of their troops, Many nations,
paltlculady the Germans sad F'rench,
" and perhaps the Dutch,. cafl us ata dif=
tance ; for however we may flatter our-
{elyes with the Edwards and Henrys of
former ages, the change of the whole
art of war fince thofe days, by which
the advantage of perfonal firength is,
in a manner, entirely loft, hath produ-
ced a change in military affairs. to the
advantage of our enemies. As for our
fuccefles in later days, if they were
not entirely owing to the fuperior ge-
nius of our general, they were not'a
little due to the fuperior force of his
money. Indeed, if we thould arraign
marfhal Saxe of oftentation, 'when he
fhewed his army, diawn up, to our
captive general, the duy after the battle
of LaVal, we cannotfay that the often-
tation was entirely vain; fince he cer-
tainly fhewed him an army, which
had not been often: equalled, either in

the
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the number or goodnefls of the troops,
and which, ‘in thofe refpeéts, fo farex-
ceeded ours, that none can ‘ever caft
any refle@ion on the brave young prince
who could not reap'the laurels of con-
queft in that day ; but his retreat will
be always mentioned as an addition to

his glory.

In our marine the cafc is entirely the
reverfe, ‘and it muft be our own fault
if 1t doth not continue fo; ‘for, contil-
nue {o it'will, as long as sthe flourith-
ing ftate of our trade fhall fupport it ;
and this fupport it can never want, till
our legiflature fhall ceafe to'give fufhici-
ent attention ‘to the prote€tion of our
trade, and our magiftrates want fuffici-
ent power, ability, and honefty to ex-
ecute ‘the laws: a circumftance not'to
be apprehended, as it cannot happen
till our fenates and our benches fhall be
filled with the blindeft ignorance, or
with the bliackeft corruption.

Besipes



7 AOVIOYAGE

. Besiprs the thips in the docks, we
faw many on the water: the yachts
are fights of great parade, and the
king’s body yacht is, I believe, une-
.qualled inany country, for convenience
as well as magnificence ; both which
are confulted in building and equipping
her with the moft exquifite art and
workmanfthip.

WEe faw likewife feveral Indiamen
juft returned frem their voyage. Thefe
are, I believe, the largeft and fineft
veflels which are any where employed
in commercial affairs. The colliers,
likewife, which are very numerous,
and even aflemble in fleets, are thips of
oreat bulk ; and, if we defcend to
thofe ufed in the American, Af ican,
and European trades, and pafs through
thofe which vifit our own coafts, to the
fmall craft that ly between Chatham
and the Tower, the whole forms a
moft pleafing obje&t to the cye, as well
as highly warming to the heart of an
Englithman, who has any degree of

love
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TN
love for his country, or can recognize
any effect of the patriot in his conﬂl—
tution,

Lastry, the Royal Hofpital of
Greenwich, which prefents fo delight-
ful a front to the water, and doth fuch
honour at once to its builder and the
nation, to the great (kill and ingenuity
of the one, and to the no lefs fenfible
gratitude of the other, very properly
clofes the account of this fcene ; which
may well appear romantic to thofe who
have not themfelves {een, that, in this
one inftance, truth and reality are cap-

able, perhaps, of exceeding the power
of fiction.

WHEN we had paft by Greenwich,
we faw only two or three gentlemens
houfes, all of very moderate account,
till we reached Gravefend ; thefe are
all on the Kentith thore, which affords -
a much drier, wholfomer and pleafan-
ter fituation, than doth that of its oppo-
fite, Eficx. 'T'his circumftance, [ own,

2 IS
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is fomewhat furprifing to me, when I
réfle@ on the numerous villas that crowd
the river, from Chelfea upwards as far-
as- Shepperton, where the narrower
channel affords mnot half fo noble a
profpe&, and where the continual fuc-
ceflion of the fmall craft, like the fre-
quent repetition ‘of all things, which
have nothing in them great, beautiful;
or admirable, tire the cye, and give us
diftalte and averfion inftead of pleafure.
With fome of thefe fituations, {uch as
Barnes, Mortlake, &c. even the fthore
of "Effex might contend, not upon
very unequal terms; but, en the Ken-
tifh borders, there are many fpots to be
chofen by the builder, whlch might
]uﬁlf claim the preference over almoft
the veiy finelt of thofe in Mlddlcfcx
and Surry.

How fhall we account for this de-
pravity in tafte? for, furely, there are
none {o very mean and contemptible, as -
to bring the pleafure of feeing a num-
ber of little wherries, gliding aleng af-

ter '
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ter one another, in compeiution with
what we enjoy, in viewing a {uccefiion
of thips, with all their fails expanded
to the winds, bounding over the waves
before us.

Axp here I cannot pafs by another
obfervation on the deplorable want of
tafte in our enjoyments, which we
thew by almoft totally neglecting the
purfuit of what feems to me the higheft
degree of amufement: this is, the fail-
ing ourfelves in little veffels of our own,
contrived only for our eafe and accom- -
modation, to which fuch fituations of
our villas, as 1 have recommended,
would be fo convenient and even ne-
ceflary.

- Turs amufement, I confefs, if en-
joyed in any perfeGtion, would be of
the expenfive kind; but fuch expence
would not exceed the reach of a mo-
derate fortune, and would fall very
thort of the prices which are daily paid
for pleafures of a far inferior rate, The

E " 4ruth,
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truth Ibcl:eve is, that fallmg in the
mannét T Have' jult mentioned, is a’
pleafme rather unknown, or unthought
of, than reje(?ced by thofer who have
experienced it ; unlefs, perhaps, the
.apprehenﬁon of danger or {ea-ficknefs,
may be flippofed, by the timorous and
delicate, to make too large deductions ;
lnﬁﬁlng, that ‘all their en_]oyments {hall
come to them pure and unmixed, and
bemg ever ready to cry out,

«-=Nocet emptd dolore voluptas.

THis, however, was my prefent
cafe; for the eafe and lightnefs which I
felt from my tapping, the gaicty of the
morning, the pleafant failing with
wind and tide, and the many agreeable
objects with which I was conftantly en-
tertained during the whole way, were
all fupprefled and overcome by the’
fingle confideration of my wife’s pain,
which continued inceflantly to torment
her till we came to an anchor, when I
difpatched a2 meflenger in great hafte,
tor the beft reputed operator in Gravei-

ety
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end. A [urgeon of fome' eminence
now appeared, W‘Tl() did not dechine
tooth-drawing, tho’ he certainly would
have been offended with the appellati-
on of tooth-drawer, no lefs than his
brethren, the members of that vene-
rable body, would be with that of bar-
ber, fince the late feparation between
thofe long united companies, by which,
if the furgeons have gained much; the

barbers are fnppofed to have loft very
litle.

THis able and careful perfon (for {o
I fincerely telieve he is) after examin-
ing the guilty tooth, declared, that it
was fuch a rotten fhell, and fo placed
at the very remoteft end of the upper
jaw, where it was, in a manner, co-
vered and fecured by a large, fine, firm
tooth, that he defpaired of his power
Ff drawing it.. '

He faid, 1naced more to my wife,
End ufed more .rhetoric to diffuade hf.'r
rom having it drawn, than is generally
| A cmployed
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employed to perfuade young ladies, to
prefer a pain of three moments to one
of three months continuance; efpeci-
ally, if thofe young ladies happen to be
paft forty or fifty years of age, when,
by {ubmitting to {upport a racking tor-
ment, the only good circumftance at-
tending which is, ’tis fo fhort, that
{carce one in a thoufand can cry out, I
feel it, they are to do a violence to their
charms, and lofe one of thofe beautiful
holders, with which alone Sir Courtly
Nice declares, a lady can ever lay hold
of his heart, =

He faid at laft {fo much, and feemed
to reafon fo juitly, that I came over to
his fide, and affifted him in prevailing
on my wife (for it was no eaFy matter )
to refolve on keeping her tooth a little
longer, and to apply to palliatives only
for relief. Thefe were opium applied
to the tooth, and blifters behind the

€ars.

WHILST we were at dinner this day,
in the cabin, on a {udden the window
| on
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on one fide was beat into the room,
with a crafth, as if a twenty-pounder
had been difcharged among us. We
were all alarmed at the fuddennefs of
the accident, for which, however, we
were {oon able to account : for the fafh,
which was fhivered all to pieces, was
purfued into the middle of the cabin
by the boldprit of a little thip, called’a
cod-{fmack, the mafter of which made
us amends for running (carelefly at
beft) againft us, and injuring the {hip,
in the fea way; that is to fay, by
damning us all to hell, and uttering fe-
veral pious withes that it had done us
much more mifchief. All which were
anfwered in their own kind and phrafe
by our men ; between whom, and the
other crew, a dialogue of oaths and
fcurrility was carried on, as long as
they continued in each other’s hearing.

IT i1s difficult, 1 think, to aﬁign a
fatisfactory reafon why failors in gene-
ral fhould, of all others, think them-
{elves entlrcly difcharged from the com-

B mon
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mon bands of humanity, and fhould
- {eem to glory in the langnage and be-
- haviour, uf fa.vages * They fee more of
- the world, and have, moft of them, a
more erudlte education, than isthe por-
“tion of land men of their degree. Nor
_do I believe that in any country they vi-
fit (Holland. itfelf not excepted) they
;can cver find a parallel to what daily
paﬂc& on the river Thames. Is it that
_-they think true courage (for they are
_the braveft fellows ppon earth) incon-
fiftent with all the gentlenefs of a hu-
.Inanecasriage, and that the contempl;af
c;w:l order fprmgs up in minds but little
_cultivated at the fame time, and from
the fame prmmples with the contempt
of danger and death? It it----- 2 N
ifhort, itis {o; and how it comes to be
1o, I leave to form a queftion in the
Robin Hood fociety, or to be pro-
pounded for folution among the nig-
.mas in.the Woman’s Almanack for the
.pext year. . ;

Mmday, jgzt’ E; TH s day Mr.
YV{.th took his leave of me after din-
ner,
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“ner, as did a young lady of Yier fifter,
';'who was pr{lceedmg with’ m)% Wﬁ![%' j:o
Lifbon. They both fet out’ thEﬂ‘ﬁ:‘r ﬁtl
‘2 po&-chmfe ﬁ:}r London e

Soon ‘after their deps{rtnrc obf ¢
bin, where my ‘wife and I were ﬁmng
’_together, was vifited by ‘two “rafhiafs,
- whofe appearance greatly conefpandv&d
with that of the therift’s, or rather ‘the
' knight marfhal’s bailiffs.  Oneof thefe,
efpecially, who feemed to affet amure
“than ordinary degree of rudenefs’ and
-infolence, came in without any kind‘of
-ceremony, with a broad gold lace on
his hat, which was cocked with much
_mlhtary fiercenefs on his head. An
“inkhorn at his button hole, and fome
cpapers in his hand, fuﬁimently affured
‘me what he'was, and 1 afked him if-he
and his companion were not cuftom-
"houfe officers ; he anfwered with {uffi-
cient dignity, that they were, as an in-
formation which he feemed to con-
clude would ftrike the hearer with awe,
and fupprefs all further inquiry; but,

4 on
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“on the contrary T proceeded to afk of
~what rank he was in the Cuftom-houfe,
-and receiving an anfwer from his eom-
panion, as I remember, that the gen-
tleman was a riding {urveyor ; I replied
that he might be a riding furveyor, but
could be no gentleman, for that none
who had any title to that denomination,
would break into the prefence of a lady,
without any apology, or even moving his
hat. He then took his covering from
his head, and laid it on the table, fay-
ing, he afked pardon, and blamed the
mate, who fhould, he faid, have in-
formed him if any perfons of diftinc-
tion were below. I told him, he
might guefs by our appearance (which,
perhaps, was rather more than cﬂuld
be faid with the f{trieft adherence to
truth) that he was before a gentleman
and lady, which fhould teach him to
be very. civil in his behaviour, tho’
we fhould not happen to be of that
number whom the world calls people
of fathion and diftin&ion.  However,
I faid, that as he feemed fenfible of his

I'g 3 €rror,
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..error, and - had afked pardon, the lady
‘would permit him .to put: his that on
_-again, if he chofe-it. - This he refufed
with fome degree Of {urlinefs, and
failed' not to convince me that, if I
{thould condefcend to become more gen-
tle, he would foon grow more rude.

I Now renewed a refle&ion, which
I have often feen occafion to make,
that there is nothing fo incongruous in
nature as any kind of power, with low-
~nefs of mind and of ability ; and that
there is nothing. more deplorable than
-the want of truth in the whimfical no-
tion of Plato; who tells us that ¢ Sa-
¢ turn, well knowing the ftate of hu-
< man affairs, gave us kings and rulers,
¢ not of human, but divine original :
« for. as we make not fhepherds of
¢ {heep, nor oxherds of oxen, nor goat-
« herds of goats ; but place fome of our
< own kind over all, as being better and
¢ fitter to govern them: in the fame
¢ manner, were demons by the Divine
¢ Love, fet over us, as a race of beings

E 24 ‘of
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¢:of @ fuperior order to men 'y and who
<:with great eafe 'to themfclves, might
<‘regulate our affairs, and -eftablith
¢ peace, modefty, freedom and juftice ;
“and, totally deftroying all feditmn
¢ mlght complete the happinefs of the
“ human race. So far, at leaft, may
‘.even now be faid with truth, that in
“all ftates which are under the govern-
* ment of mere man, without any di-
‘ vine affiftance, there is nothing but
¢ labour and mfery to be found. ' From
¢ what I have faid, therefore, we may
t.at lealt learn, with our utmoft endea-
“yours to imitate the Saturnian inftitu~
4 tion ; borrowing all affiftance from
“our immortal part, while we pay to
* this the ftri&eft obedience, we fhould
“form both our private ceconomy, ~and
¢ public policy, from its d1é’ta1es By
‘ this difpenfation of our ' immortal
¢ minds, we are to eftablith a law, and
‘to call it by that name. But if any
¢ government be in the hands of a
~ * fingle perfon, of the few, or of the
¢ many ; and fuch governor or gover-
2 . ‘ nors
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¢ nors fhall abandon himielf or them-
¢ f{elves to the unbridled purfuit of the
¢ wildeft pleafures or defires, unable:to
¢ reftrain any paffion, but poffefled with
¢ an infatiable bad difeafe ; if {fuch fhall
¢ attempt to govern, and at the {fame
¢ time to trample on all laws, there can
“be no means of prefervation left for
¢the wretched people.”  Plato de Leg.
lib 4. p.713. ¢.714. edit. Serrvami.

It is true that Plato is here treating
of the higheft or fovereign power in a
ftate ; but it is astrue, that hisobfervati-
ons are general, and may be applied to
all inferior powers : and, indeed, every
fubordinate degree is immediately deriv-
ed from the higheft; and as it is
equally proteCted by the fame force,
and fan&tified by the {fame authority, 1s
alike dangerous to the well-being of the
fubject.

Or all powers, perhaps, there is
none {o fanétified and protected, as this

which is under our prefent confiderati-
E6 - on,
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oni’ Sonumerous, indeed, and ftrong
are the fan&ions given 'to it by many
acts of parliament, ‘that having once
eftablifhed the laws of cuftoms on mer-
chandize, it feems to have been the
fole view of the legiflature to ftrengthen
the hands, and to protet the perfons
of the officers, who became eftablithed
by thofe laws ; many of whom are fo
far from bearing any refemblance to the
Saturnian inftitution, and to be chofen
from a degree of beings fuperior to the
reft of human race, that they fome-
times {eem induftrioufly picked out of
the loweft and vileft orders of mankind.

THERE 15, indeed, nothing fo ufeful
to man 1n general, nor {fo beneficial to
particular focieties and individuals, as
trade. This is that" alma mater, at
whofe plentiful breaft all mankind are
nourithed. It is true, like other pa-
rents, fhe is not always equally indul-
gent to all her children ; but tho’ fhe
gives to her favourites a vaft proportion
of redundancy and fuperfluity, there
by T
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are very few whom fhe refufes to fup-
ply with the’conveniencies, and none
with the neceffaries of life.

SucH a benefaltrefs as this muft na-
turally be beloved by mankind in gene-
ral ; it would be wonderful, therefore,
if her intereft was not confidered by
them, and prote¢ted from the fraud
and violence of fome of her rebellious
offspring, who coveting more than
their f{hare, or more than fhe thinks
proper to allow them, are daily em-
ﬁloyed in meditating mifchief againt

er, and in endeavouring to fteal from
their brethren thofe fhares which this
great alma mater had allowed them.

AT length our Governor came on
board, and about fix in the evening we
weighed anchor, and fell down to the
Nore, whither our pafifage was ex-
tremely pleafant, the evening being
very delightful, the moon juft paft the
full, and both wind and tide favourable

to us, | ,
Tucefday,
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Tag/"a’ay, :‘ﬁd 2y TS ¢ momlng we
again fet fail, under all the advantages
we had enjoy’d the evening before:
this day we left the fhore of Effex, and
coafted along Kent, pafling by the
pleafant land of Thanet, which is an
ifland, and that of Sheppy, which is
not an ifland ; and about three o’'clock;
the wind being now full in our teeth,
we came to an anchor in the Downs,
within two miles of Deal. My wife;,
having {uffered intolerable pain from
her tooth, again renewed her refoluti-
on of having it drawn, and another fur-
geon was fent for from Deal, but with
no better fuccefs than the former, He
likewife declined the operation, for the
fame reafon which had been afligned by
the former: however, fuch was her
refolution, backed with pain, that he
was obliged to make the attempt, which
concluded more in honour of - his judg-
men:, than of his operation ; for after
having put my poor wife to inexpref=

fible torment he was obliged to leave
- her
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her tooth 772 ffatu quo 3 and fhe had now
the comfortable profpect of a long fit of
pain, which might have laﬁcd her
her whole voyage, without any poﬁ1b1-
hty of relief.

- In thefe pleafing fenfations, of which
I had my juft fhare, pature, overcome
with fatigue, about eight in the even-
ing refign’d her to reft; a circums-
ftance which would have given me
fome happinefs, could I have known
how to employ thofe {pirits which were
raifed by it: but unfortunately for me,
I was left in a difpofition of enjoying
an agreeable hour, without the affi(-
tance of a companion, which has al-
ways appeared to me n¢ceflary to fuch
enjoyment ; my daughter and her com-
panion were both retired fea-fick to bed ;
the other paflengers were a-rude (chool-
boy of fourteen years old, and an illite-
rate Portugucic friar, who underftood
no Ianguagf: but his own, n which I
had not the leaft {mattering. The cap-
tain was the only perfon left, in whofe
converfation
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converfation I might indulge myfelf;
but:unluckily for me, befides his know-
ledge being chiefly confined to his pro-
feflion, he had the misfortune of being
{o deaf, that to make him hear my
words, I muft run the rifque of con-
veying them to the ears of i wife, who,
tho” in another room (called, I think,
the ftate-room; being indeed a moft
ftately apartment capable of containing
one human body in length, if not very
tall, and three bodies in breadth) lay
aﬂeep within a yard of me. In this fi-
tuation neceflity and choice were one
and the fame thing ; the captain and I
{fat down together to a {mall bowl of
punch, over which we both foon fell
faft afleep, and fo concluded the even-

ing.
Wednefday, Fuly 3. THis morning 1

awaked at tour o’clock, for my diftem-
per feldom f{uffered me to fleep later. 1
prefently got up, and had the pleafure of’
enjoyingthe fightof what Ithoughtatem-
peftuous fea for four hours before the

captain
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captain was ftirring ; for he loved toin-
dulge himfelf in morning flumbers,
which were attended with a wind mu-
fic, much more agreeable to the per-
formers than to the hearers, efpecial};
fuch as have, as I had, the privilege
of fitting in the orcheftra. At eight
o’clock the captain rofe, and fent his
boat on fhore. I ordered my man
likewife to go in it, as my diftemper
was not of that kind which entirely de-
prives us of appetite. Now tho’ the
captain had well viCtualled his thip with
all manner of falt provifions for the
voyage, and had added great quantities
of frefh ftores, particularly of vegeta-
bles, at Gravefend, fuch as beans and
peas, which had been on boa:d only two
days, and had, poffibly, not been ga-
thered above two more, I apprehended
I could provide better for myfelf at
Deal, than the fhip’s ordinary feemed
to promife. I accordingly fent for
freth provifions of all kinds from the
thore, in order to put oft the evil day
of ftarving as long as pofiible. = My

man



go ATVAYAGE

man retarned with moft of the articles

T fent for, and I now thought myfelf

-10 a condition of living a week on my |
-own proviftons. [ therefore ordered
vmy own dinner, which I wanted no-
T thing but a cook to drefs, and a proper
-fire to drefs it at; but thofe were not to
'be had, nor, indeed, any addition to my
roaft mutton, except the pleafure of the
€aptain’s company, with that of the
‘other paffengers ; for my wife continued
the whole day in a ftate of dozing ; and
my other females, whofe ficknefs did
‘not abate by the rolling of the fhip at
-anchor, feemed more inclined to empty
-their ftomachs than to fill them, Thus
I pafs’d the whole day (except about an
‘hour at dinner) by myfelf, and the
evening concluded with the captain, as
the preceding one had done : one com-
fortable piece of news he communicated
to me, which was, that he had no
doubt of a profperous wind in the morn-
ing ; but as he did not divulge the reafons
of this confidence, and as I faw none
mylelf, befides the wind being directly
oppofite,
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oppofite, my faith in this prophecy was
not ftrong enough to build any great
_hopes upon.

Thur|day, July 4. Tuis  morning,
however, the captain feem’d befnlvatich.
fulfil his own predictions, whether the
wind would or no ; he accordingly
~weighed anchor, and taking the advan-
‘tage of the tide, when the wind was
not very boifterous, he hoilted his fails,
and, as if his power had been no lefs
abfolute over Eolus than it was over
Neptune, he forced the wind to blow
him on in its own defpight.

BuT asall men who have ever been
at fea well know how weak fuch at-
tempts are, and want no authorities of
Scriptare to prove, that the moft abfo-
lute power of a captain of a fhip is very
_contemptlble in the wind’s eye, fo did
it befal our noble commander; who
‘having ftruggled with the wind three
or four hours, was abhged to give over,

jﬂnd loft, in a few minutes, all that he
had
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had been fo long a gaining; in fhort,
we returned to our former flation, and
once more caft anchor in the neigh-

_bourhood of Deal.

HEeRE, though we l&y near the fhore,
that we might plomlfe ourfelves all the
emolument which could be derived from
it, we found ourfelves deceived, and
Wi i might with as much Bnverl
ency be out of the fight of land ; for,
except when the captam fBabcht forh
his own boat, which he did always with
great relu&ance, we were incapable of
procuring any thing from Deal, but at
a price too exorbitant, and beyond the
reach even of modern luxury ; the fare
of a boat from Deal, which lay at two
miles diftance, being at leaft three half
crowns, and if we had been in any dif-
trefs for it, as many half guineas; for
thele good people confider the fea as a
large common, appendant to their ma-
Inor, in which when they find any of
their fellow creatures impounded, they
conclude, that they have a full right of

making
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making them pay at their own difcre-
tion for their deliverance : to fay the
truth, whether it be that men, who
live on the fea-fhore, are of an amphi-
bious kind, and do not entirely partake
of human nature, or whatever elfe may
be the reafon, they are fo far from
taking any fhare in the diftrefles of
mankind, or of being moved with any
compaflion for them, that they look
upon them as bleflings thower'd down
from above ; and which the more they
improve to their own ufe, the greater is
their gratitude and piety. Thus at
Gravefend, a {culler requires a fhilling
for going lefs way than he would row
in London for three-pence ; and, at
Deal, aboat often brings more profit in
a day, than it can produce in London
in a week, or, perhaps, in amonth : in
both places, the owner of the boat
~founds his demand on the neceflity and
diftrefs of one, who ftands more or lefs
in abfolute want of his affiftance ; and
with the urgency of thefe, always rifes
in the exorbitancy of his demand,

without
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without ever confidering, that, from

thefe very circumftances, the power or

gafe of gratifying {uch demand 1s inlike
proportion leffened. Now, as I am
unwzlhng that fome conclufions, which
may be, I am aware, too juftly drawn
from thefe obfervations, fhould be im-
puted to human nature in general, I
have endeavoured to account for them
in a way more confiftent with the good-
nefs and dignity of that nature : how-
ever it be, it feems a little to refle&t on
the governors of fuchmonfters, thatthey
do not take fome means to reftrain thefe
impofitions, and prevent them from tri-
umphing any longer in the miferies of
thofe, who are, in many circamftances
at leaﬂ their fellow-creatures, and con--
fidering the diftreffes of a wretched fea-
man, from his being wrecked to his
being barely wind-bound, as a blefling
fent among them from above, and
calling it‘ by that blafphemous name,

Friday, Yuly 5. Tuis day I fenta
fervant on board a man of war, that
was
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was flationed here, with my compli-
ments to the captain, to reprefent to him -
the diftrefs of the ladies, and to defire
the favour of his long-boat to conduct
us to Dover, at about feven miles dif-’
tance; and, at the fame time, pre-
fumed to make ufe of a great lady’s
name, who would, I told him, be
pleafed with any kindnefs fhewn by him
towards us in our miferable condition,
And this I am convinced was true,
from the humanity of the lady,

| huugh fhe was entirely unknown to
' me.

. TuE captain returned a verbal an-
{wer to a long letter ; acquainting me,
that what I defired could not be com-
plied with, it being a favour not in his
- power to grant. This might be, and I
{uppofe was true ; but it is as true, that
if he was able to write, and had pen,
ink, and paper aboard he mlght
have fent a written anfwer and that it
was the part of a ge:ntleman {fo to have
donme; but this is a charater feldom
 maintained
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maintained on the watery element,
efpecially by thofe who exercife any
power on it. Every commander of a
veflel here feems to think himfelf en-
tirely free from all thoferules of decency
and civility, which dire¢t and reftrain
the conduét of the members of a foci-
ety on fhore ; and each, claiming ab-
{folute dominion in his little wooden
world, rules by his own laws and his
own difcretion. I do not, indeed,
know fo pregnant an inftance of the
dangerous confequences of abfolute
power, and its aptnefs to intoxicate the
mind, asthat of thofe petty tyrants, who
become fuch in a moment, from very
well-difpofed and focial members of
that communion, in which they affect
no fuperiority, but live in an orderly
ftate of legal fubjection with their fel-
low-citizens. | -

Saz‘zrrday, Fuly 6. THIs morning our
commander, declaring he was of opi-
ninion that the wind would change, he
took the advantage of an ebbing tide,

I and
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annd weighed his anchor. His hopes,
however, had the fame completion,
and his éndeavours the fame {uccefs,
with his former trial ; and he was foon
obliged to return once more to his old
quarters. Juft before we let go our
anchor, a fmall floop, ratherthan {ub-
mit to yseld us an inch of way, ran foul
of our fhip, and carried off her bow-
fprit.  This obftinate frolic would have
coft thofe aboard the floop very dear, if
our fteerfman had not been too gene-
rous 'to exert his fuperiority, the cer=
tain confequence of which would have
been the immediate finking of the other.
This contention of the inferior, with a
might capable of cruthing it in an in-
ftant, may feem to argue no {mall thare
of folly or madnefs, as well as of im-
pudence; but I am convinced there is
very little danger in it : contempt is a
port to which the pride of man fubmits
to fly with reluctance, but thofe who
are within it are always in a place of the
moft affared fecurity ; for whofoever
hrows away his fwm;\l, prefers, indeed,

- a
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a lefs honourable, but much fafer means
of avoiding danger, than he who de-
tends himfelf with it. And here we
{hall offer another diftin&tion, of the
truth of which much reading and expe-
rience have well convinced us, that as
in the moft abfolute governments, there
is a regular progrefifion of {lavery down-
wards, from the top to the bottom, the
mifchief of which is feldom felt with
any great force and bitternefs, but by
the next immediate degree; fo in the
moft diflolute and anarchical f{tates,
there is as regular an afcent of what is
called rank or condition, which is al-
ways laying hold of the head of him
who is advanced but one ftep higher on
the ladder, who might, if he did not
too much defpife fuch efforts, kick his
purfuer headlong to the bottom. We
will conclude this digreflion with one
general and fhort obfervation, which
will, perhaps, fet the whole matter in
a clearer light than the longeft and moft
laboured harangue. Whereas envy of
all things moft expofes us to danger

from
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from others; fo, contempt of all things
beft fecures us from them. And thus,
while the dungcart and the floop are
always meditating mifchief againtt the
coach and the fhip, and throwing them-
{felves defignedly in their way, the latter
confider only their own fecurity, and
are not afhamed to break the road, and

let the other pafs by them.

Monday, fuly 8. HAvING paft our
Sunday without any thing remarkable,
unlefs the catching a great number of
whitings in the afternoon may be
thought fo; we now fet fail on Monday
at fix o’clock, with a little variation of
wind ; but this was fo very little, and
the breeze itfelf {o fmall, that the tide
was our beft, and, indeed, almoft our
only friend. This conducted us along

' the {hort remainder of the Kentith fhore.

Here we patt that cliff of Dover, which

 makes fo tremendous a figure in Shake-
| fpear, and which whoever reads with-

out being giddy, muft, according to
Mr, Addifon’s obfervation, have either
FAE] F 2 a
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a very good head, or a very bad one;
but which whoever contracts any fuch
ideas from the fight of, muft have, at
Ieaf’c, a poetic, if not a Shakefpearian
oenius,  In truth, mountains, rivers,
hetoes, and gods, owe great part of
their exiftence to the poets ; and Greece’
and Italy do fo pIentlfulIy abound in
the former, becaufe. they furnithed fo
olorious a number of the latter ; who,
while they beftowed immortality on
every little hillock and blind fiream,
left the nobleft rivers and mountains in
the world to fhare the fame obfcurity
with the eaftern and weftern poets, in
which they are celebrated.

Tuis evening we beat the fea off
Suffex, in fight of Dungenefs, with
much more pleafure than progrefs ; for
the weather was almoft a perfet calm,
and the moon, which was almoft at the
full, fcarce {uffered a fingle cloud to
Vf:ll her from our fight.

Tuelday,
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Tuéfday, Wednefday, Fuly 9, 10.
THESE tWoO days we had ‘much the
{ame fine weather, and made much the
{fame way ; but; in the evening of the
latter day, a’ pretty frefh gale {prung
up, at IN. N. W. which brought us by

the morning in fight of the Ifle of
- Wight.

Thurfday, _‘}"azﬁ; 15. Tais g&le:con-
tinued till towards noon ; when the eaft
end of the ifland bore but little .a-head

of us. The captain, being unwilling

~ to come to anchor, declared he would

keep the fea; but the wind got the
better of him, fo that about three he
gave up the viCtory, and, making a
fudden tack, ftood in for the fhore,
pafled by Spithead and Portfmouth, and
came to an anchor at a place called
Ryde on the ifland ; asdid a great num-
ber of merchant fhips, who attended
our commodore from the Downs, and
watched his motions fo narrowly, that
they feemed to think themfelves unfafe

3 when
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when they did not regulate their mo-
tions by his. |

A wmosT tragical incident fell out this
day at fea. While the fhip was under
{ail, but making, as will appear, no
great way, a kitten, one of four of the
feline inhabitants of the cabin, fell from
the window into the water : an alarm
was immediately given to the captain,
who was then upon deck, and received
it with the utmoft concern. He im=
mediately gave orders to the fteerfman
in favour of the poor thing, as he called

; the fails were inftantly f{lackened,
and all hands, as the phrafe is, em-
ployed to recover the poor animal, I
was, I own, extremely {urprifed at all
this ; lefs, indeed, at the mptain’s ex-
tIeme tendernefs, than at his conceiving

poﬁlblllty of {uccefs ; for, if pufs
had had nine thoufand, inftead of nine
lives, I concluded they had been all loft.
The boatfwain, however, had more
fanguine hopes for, having ftript him-

idf of his jacket, Lleer.,hes, and fhirt,
he
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he leapt.boldly into the water, and, to
my great aftonithment, in a few mi-
nutes, returned to the thip, bearmg the
motionlefs animal in his mouth. Nor
was this, I obferved, a matter of fuch
great dlfhculty as it appewred to my ig-
norance, and poflibly may feem to that
of my frefh-water reader : the kitten
was NOw e}:pﬂftd to air and fun on the;

 deck, where its life, of which 1t re-

tained no fymptoms, was defpaired of
by all. |

THE captain’s hanmmt}, i1, may {o
call it, did not fo totally deftroy “his
phil ofuphy as to make hlm yield him-
felf up to afflition on this melancholy
occafion. Having felt his lofs hike a
man, herefolved to thew he could bear
it like one ; and, having ‘declared, he
had rather have loft a cafk of rum or
brandy, betook himfclf to threfhing at
backgammon with the Portuguefe fiiar,
in which innocent amufement they
pafled their leifure hours.

BN
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.. Bur as 1 have, perhaps, a little too
~wantonly endeayvoured to raife the ten-
der paffions of my readers, in this nar-
rative, Ifhould think myfelf unpardon--
able if I concluded it, without giving
them the fatisfaction of hearing that the
kitten at laft recovered, to the great joy
of the good captain ; but to the great
difappointment of fome of the failors,

who afferted, that the drowning a cat -

was the very fureft way of raifing a fa-
vourable wind : a fuppofition of which,
‘though we have heard feveral plaufible
accounts, we will not prefume to af-
fign the true original reafon.

Friday, fuly 12. 'Tuis day our la-
dies went a-fhore at Ryde, and drank
their afternoon tea at an alehoufe there
with great fatisfattion : here they were
regaled with frefh cream, to which they

had been ftrangers fince they left the |

Downs.

* Saturday, Sfuly 13. THE wind feem-
ing likely to continue 1n the_fame cor-
“ ' ner,

2 B e i il
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ner, where it had been almoft conftantly
for two months together, I WI}S per-
fuaded by my wife to go afthore, and
flay at Ryde till we failed. 1 afaproved
the motion much ; for, thoughIam a
great lover of the fea, I now fancied
there was more pleafurc in breathing
the freth air of the land ; but, how to
get thither was the queﬁmn for, being
really that deed luggage which .I con-
fidered all paffengers to be in the be-
ginning of this narrative, and incapable
of any bodily motion without external
impulfe, it was in vain to leave the thip,

or to determine to do it, without the
aﬂiﬁancc of others. In one inftance,
perhaps, the living luggage is more
~difficult to be moved, or removed, than
an equal or much fuperior weight of
dead matter ; which, if of the brittle
kind, may indeed be liable to be broken
through negligence ; but this, by pro-
per care, may be almoft certainly pre-
vented; whereas the fraGures to which
the lwmg lomps are expofed, are fome-
¥ times
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times by no caution avoidable, and often
by noart to be amended. ,

I was dehberat:nﬂ on the means of
conveyance, not {o much out of the fhip
to the boat, as out of a little tottering
boat to the land. A matter which, .as
} hadalready experienced in the Thames,
was not extremely eafy, when to be
performed by any other limbs than
your own. Whilft I weighed all that
could fuggeft itfelf on this head, with-
out ftri¢tly examining the merit of the
feveral fchemes which were advanced
by the captain and failors, and, indeed,
giving no-very deep attention even to my
wife, who, as well as her friend and
my daughter, were exerting their tender
concern for my eafe and fatety ; fortune,
tor I am convinced fthe had a hand in
it, fent me a prefent of a buck ; a pre-
fent welcome enough of itfelf, but
more welcome on account of the veflel
in which it came, being a large hoy,
which in fome places would pafs for a

thip, and many people would go fome
2 miles



T O L1T8BON. 107

miles to {ee the fight. I was pretty ca-
fily conveyed on board this hoy, but to
get from hence to the fhore was not {o
eafy a tatk ; for, however ftrange it
may appear, the water itfelf did not ex-
tend fo far ; aninftance which {eems to
explain thofe lines of Ovid,

Omnia Pontus erant, decrant quoqie
littora Ponto,

|

i a lefs tautological fenfe, than hatl
generally been imputed to them.

In A&, between the fea and the
{hore, there was, atlow water, an im-
paffable gulph, if I may {o call it, of
deep mud, which could neither be tra-
verfed by walking nor {wimming; fo
that for near one half of the twenty-four
hours, Ryde was inacceflable by friend,
or foe. But as the magiftrates of this;
place feemed more to defire the com-
pany of the former, than to fear that of
the latter, they had begun to make a,
{mall caufeway to the low water mark, .

{o that foot paffengers might land ‘When-:
F 6 ever
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ever they pleafed; but as this work was
of a public kind, and would have coft
a large fum of money, at leaft ten
pounds, and the magiftrates, that is to
fay, the church-wardens, the overfeers,
conftable and tithingman, and the prin-
cipal inhabitants, had every one of them
fome feparate {cheme of private intereft
to advance at the expence of the pub-
lic, they fell out among themfelves;
and after having thrown away one half
of the requifite fum, refolved, at leaft,
to fave the other half, and rather be
contented to fit down lofers themf{elves,
than to enjoy any benefit which might
bring in a greater profit to another.
Thus that unanimity, which is {o ne-
ceffary in all public affairs, became
wanting, and every man, from the fear
of being a bubble to another, was, in
reality, a bubble to himfelf.

How evVER, as there isfcarceany diffi-
culty, to which the ftrength of men,
affifted with the eunning of tarr, is
not equal, I was at laft heifted into a

| fmall
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fmall boat, and being rowed pretty
near - the fhore, was taken up by two
failors, who waded with .me through
the mud, and placed me in a chair on
the land, whence they afterwards con-
veyed me a quarter of a mile farther,
and brought me to a houfe, which

feemed to bid the faireft for hofpltﬂ.hty
of any in Ryde.

WEe bmught with us our provifions
from the fhip, fo that we wanted no-
thing but a fire todrefs our dinner; ‘and
a room in which we might eatit. In
neither of thefe had we any reafon to
apprehend a difappointment, our din-
ner confifting only of beans and bacan,
and the worft apartment in his majef-
.ty’s dominions being fully fufficient to
anfwer our prefent ideas of delicacy.

UnruckiLy, however, we were
difappointed in both ; for when we ar-
rived about four at our inn, exulting in
the hopes of immediately {eeing our
beans {moking on the table, we had the

I mortification
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mortification of feeing them on the
table indeed, but without that circum-
{ftance which would have made the
fight agreeable, being in the fame ftate
in which we had dlipatched them from

our fhip.

In excafe for this deley, tho’ we had
exceeded, almoft purpofely, the time
appointed, and our provifion had ar-
rived three hours before, the miftrefs
of the houfe acquainted us, that it was
not for wantof time to drefs them that
they were not ready, but for fear of
their being cold or over-done before we
{hould come ; which fhe aflured us
was much worfe than waiting a few
minutes for our dinner. An obferva-
tion fo very juft, that it is impofiible
to find any objection in it ; but indeed
it was not altogether fo proper at this
time: for we had given the moft ab-
folute orders to have them ready at
four, and had been ourfelves, not with-
out much care and difhculty, moft ex-

actly pun&nal in keeping to- the very

minute
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minute of our appointment. But
tradefmen, inn-keepers, and fervants
never care to indulge us in matters con-
trary to our true mtereﬁ which they
always know better than ourfelves nor
can any bribes corrupt them to %o out
of their way, w hilft they are confulting
our good in our own defpight.

Our difappointment in the other
partlcular in defiance of our humility,
as it was more extraordinary, was more
provoking. In fhort, Mrs. Humphrys
no fooner received thc:_ news of our in-
tended arrival, than fhe confidered.
more the gentility than the humanity
of her guefts, and applied herfelf not
to that which kindles, but to that
which extinguithes fire, and forgetting
to put on her pot, fell to wathing her
houfe.

~ As the meflenger who had brought
my venifon was impatient to be dif-
patched, I ordered it to be brought

and laid on the table, in the ijoom
where
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where I was feated ; and the table not
being large enough, one fide, and that
a very bloody one, was laid on the
brick floor. I then ordered Mrs. Hum-
phrys to be called in, in order to give
her inftructions concerning it ; in par-
ticular, what I would have roafted,
and what baked ; concluding that fhe
would be highly pleafed with the pro-
fpect of fo much money being fpent in
her houfe, as the might have now rea-
fon to expeé’c if the wind continued
only a few days longer to blow from
the fame points whence it had blown
for feveral weeks paft.

I soon faw good caufe, I muit con-
fefs, to defpife my own fagacity. Mrs.
Humphrys having received her orders, |
without making any anfwer, fnatched
the fide from the floor, which remain-
ed ftained with blood, and bidding 2
fervant take up that on the table, left
the room with no pleafant countenance,
muttering to herfelf, that had fhe
known the litter which was to have

been
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been made, the would not have taken
fuch pains to wath her houfe that morn-
ing. < If this was gentlllty, much
‘ good may it do fuch gentlefolks for
* her part {he had no notion of it !’

From thefe murmurs I received two
hints, The one, that it was not from
a miftake of our inclination that the
good woman had ftarved us, but from
wifely confulting her own dignity, or
rather, perhaps, her vanity, to which
our hunger was offered up as a facrifice.
The other, that I was now fitting in a
damp room ; a circumftance, which,
tho’ 1t had hitherto efcaped my notice,
from the colour of the bricks, was by
no means to be neglected in a valetudi-
nary {tate.

My wife, who, befides difcharging
excellently well her own, and all the
tender offices becoming the female
charadter ; who befides bemg a faith-
ful friend, an amiable companion, and

a tender nurll_., could likewife fupply
the
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the wants of a decrepit hufband, and
occafionally perform his part, had be-
fore this, difcovered the t!nmnderatc
attention to neatnefs in Mrs. Hum-
phrys, and provided againit its 1ll con-
fequences. She had found, tho’ not
under the fame roof, avery fnug apart-
ment belonging to Mr. I‘Iul]]})hl}s
and which had eflcaped the mop, by his
wife's being fatisﬁed it could not pof-

fibly be vifited by gentlefolks.

Tuis was a dry, warm, oaken
floored barn, lined on both fides with
wheaten f{traw, and opening at one
end into a green field, and a beautiful
profpe&.  Here, without helitation,
fhe ordered the cloth to be laid, and
came haftily to fnatch me from worle
perils by water than the common dan-

gers of the {ea.

Mgrs. Humparys, who could not
truft her own ears, or could not be-
lieve a footman in {fo extraordinary a
phenomenon, followed my wife, and

afked
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. afked her if fhe had indeed ordered the
cloth to be laid in the barn: fhe an-
fwered in the affirmative ; upon which
- Mrs. Humphrys declared the wouid
not difpute her pleafure, but it wus the
firft time, fhe believed, that quality had
ever preferred a barn to a houfe. She
thewed at the fame time the motit preg-
nant marks of contempt, and again la-
~mented the labour the had undergone,
through her ignorance of the abfurd
tafte of her guefts.

AT length we were feated in one of
the moft pleafant fpots, I believe, in
the kingdom, and were regaled with
our beans and bacon, in which there
was no-hing deficient but the quantity.
This defect was, however, fo deplor-
able, that we had confumed our whole
dith, before we had vifibly leffened our
hunger. We now waited with impa-
tience the arrival of our fecond courfe,
which neceflity and not luxury had dic-
tated. This was a joint of mutton,
which Mrs. Humphrys had been or-

2 dered
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dered to provide ; but when, being tired
with expectation, we ordered our fer-
vants fo fee for fomething elfe, we were
informed that there was nothing elfe ;

on which Mrs. Humphrys being fum-
moned, declared there was. no fuch
thing -as mutten to be had at' Ryde.
When I exprefled fome aftonithment
at their having no butcherin a village fo
fituated, fhe anfwered they had a very
good one, and one that k’illed all forts
of meat in feafon, beef two -or- three
times a year, and mu'ton the whole
year round ; butthat it being then beans
and peafe t:me he killed no meat, by
reafon he was fure of not fclimg it.
‘This the had notthought worthy of com-
munication, any more than that there
lived a fitherman at next door, who
was then provided with plenty of f{oals,
and whitings, and lobfters, far fuperi-
or to thofe which adorn a city-feaft.
This difcovery being made by accident,
we completed the beft, the pleafanteft,
and the merrieft meal, with more appe-

tite more real {olid luxury, and more fef-
| tivity,
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tivity, than was ever feen in an en,ter-
tainment at White’s, |

? It may be wondered at, perhaps, that
Mrs. Humphrys fhould be fo negligent
of providing for her guefts, as the may:
{eem to be thus inattentive to her own
intereft : but this was not the cafe ; for
having clapt a poll-tax on our heads at
our arrival, and determined at what
price to difcharge our bodies from her
houfe, the lefs the fuffered any other to
{hare in the levy, the clearer it came
into her own pocket ; ; and it was better
to get twelve-pence in a fhilling than
ten-pence, which latter would be the
cafe if fhe afforded us fith at any rate.

- Tuus we paft a moft agreeable day,
owing to good appetites and good hu-
mour ; two hearty feeders, which will
devour with fatisfation whatever food
you place before them : whereas, with~
out thefe, the elegance of St. James’s,
the charde, the Perigord-pye, or the
ortolan, the venifon, the turtle, or the

cuftard,
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cuftard, may titillate the throat, but
will never convey happinefs to the heart,
or chearfulnefs to the countenance.

As the wind appeared ftill immove-
able, my wife propofed my lying on
fhore. I prefently agreed, tho’ in de-
fiance of an a& of parliament, by
which perfons wandering abroad, and
lodging in alehoufes, are decreed to be
rogues and vagabonds; and this too
after having been very fingularly offici-
ous in putting that law in execution.

My wife having reconnoitred the
houfe, reported, that there was one
room in which were two beds. It was
concluded, therefore, that fhe and Har-
riot fhould occupy one, and myfelf
take pofieflion of the other. Shead-
ded likewife an ingenious recommenda-
tion of this room, to ene who had {o
long been in a cabin, which it exaltly
refembled, as it was {ung down with
age on one fide, and was in the form of
a fhip with gunnels to.

For
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For my own part, I make little
doubt but this apartment was an ancient
temple, built with the materials of a
wreck, and, probably, dedicated to
Neptune, in honour of THE BLEssinG
fent by him to the inhabitants, fuch
bleflings having, in all ages, been very
common to them. The timber em-
ployed in it confirms this opinion, be-
ing fuch as is feldom ufed by any but
thip-builders. I do not find, indeed,
any mention of this matter in Hern;
but, perhaps, its antiquity was too mo-
dern to deferve his notice. Certain it
is, that this ifland of Wight was not an

~ early convert to Chriftianity ; nay, there

is fome reafon to doubt whether it was
ever entirely converted. But I have
only time to touch {lightly on things of

. this kind, which, luckily for us, we

. have a fociety whofe pecu‘liar profefiion

| itis to difcufs and develope.

Sunday, Fuly 19. Tuis morning

- early I {fummoned Mrs. Humphrys,

n
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in order to pay her the preceding day’s
account. As I could recollet only
two or three articles, I thought there
was no necefirty of penand ink. Ina
fingle inftance only we had exceeded
what the law allows gratis to a foot fol-
dier on his march, viz. vinegar, falt,
&c. and drefling his meat. I found,
however, I was miftaken in my calcu-
lation ; for when the good woman at-
tended with her bill, it contained as
follow. ' |

hobig! Mg ¢

Bread and beer - <y U g
Wind - - T < e B
Rum - - R S e 3%
Dreffing dinner - " er: mefape
Tea - - - 5 g Bl ¢
Firing - - o . v
Lodging - . < knt Thel. 7,
Sgrvants lodging - - o o 6
I o.39 10

‘Now
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Now that five people, and two fer-
vants, fhould live a day and nightata
pubhc houfe for fo fmall a fum, will
appear incredibleto any peifon in Lon-
don above the degree of a chimney-
{weeper ; but more aftonithing wiil it
feem, that thefe people fhould remain
{o Iong at fuch a houfe, without tafting
any other delicacy ‘than bread, {mall
beer, a teacup full of miik called cream,
a glafs of ram converted into punch by
their own materials, and one bottle of
wind, of which we only tafted a fingle
elafs, tho’ pofiibly, indeed, our fervants
drank the remainder of the bottle,

Turs wind is a “liquor of Englith
manufacture, and its flavour 1s thought
very delicious by the generality of the
Englith, who drink it in great quanti-
tities. Every feventh year is thought
to produce as much as the other {ix.
It is then drank fo plentifully, that the
whole nation are in 2 manner intoxica-
ted by it, and confequently very little
bufinefls is carrred on at that feafon.

S G i
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IT refembles in colour the red wine
which is imported from Portugal, as it
doth in its intoxicating quality; hence,
and from this agreement in the ortho-
oraphy, the one is often confounded
with the other, tho’ both are feldom
efteemed by the fame- perfon. Itis to
be had in every parith in the kingdom,
and a pretty large quantity is confumed
in the metropolis, where {everal taverns
are fet apart folely for the vendition of
this liquor, the mafters never dealing in
any other.

Tue difagreement in our computa-
tion produced fome {mall remonftrance
to Mrs. Humphrys on my fide ; but
this received an immediate anfwcr
¢ She fcorned to overcharge gentlemen :
¢ her houfe had been always frequented
¢ by the very beft gentry of the ifland ;
¢ and fhe had never had a bill ﬁ*}und
¢ fault with in her life, tho’ the had
¢ lived upwards of forty years in the
¢ houie, and within that time the

| ¢ greateft
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¢ greateft gentry in Hampthire had been
¢at it, and that Lawyer Willis never
‘ went to any other, when he came to
¢ thofe parts. That for her part fhe
¢ did not get herlivelihood by travellers,
¢ who were gone and away, and fhe
¢ never expected to fee them more, but
¢ that her neighbours might come again;
¢ wherefore, to be fure, they had the
¢ only right to complain.’

Suk was proceeding thus, and from

her volubility of tongue feemed likely

. to {tretch the difcourfe to an immode-

rate length, when I fuddenly cut all
fhort by paying the bill,

Tuis morning our ladies went te
church, more, I fear, from curiofity
than religion; they were attended by
the captain in a moft military attire,
with his cockade in his hat, and his
{fword by his fide. So unufual an ap-
pearance in this little chappel drew the
attention of all prefent, and probably
difconcerted the women, who were in

2G 2 di{habille,
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difhabille, and withed themfelves dreft,
for the fake of the curate, who was the
greatei’t of their beholders

Wuire T was left alone, Ireceived a
vifit from Mr. Humphrys himfelf, who
was much more confiderable as a farmer,
than as an innholdér. Indeed he left
the latter entirely to the care of his wife,
and he afted wifely, 1 believe, in fo
doing,

A's nothing more remarkable paft on
this day, I will clofe it with the account
of thefe two charaGers, as far as a few
days refidence could inform me of them.
If they fthould appear as new to the
reader as they did to me, he will not
be difpleafed at finding them here.

Turs awmiable couple feemed to bor-
der hard on their grand climacteric ; nor
indeed were they thy of owning enough
to fix their ages within a year or two of
that time. They appeared to be rather
proud of having employed their time

well,
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well, than afhamed of hawng lived fo
long ; the only reafon which I could
ever aflign, why fome fine ladies, and
fine gentlemen too, fhould defire to be
thought younger than they really are
by the cotemporarics of their grand-
children. Some, indeed, who too haftily
credit appearances, might doubt whe-
ther they had made fo good a ufc of
their time as 1 would mhnuate, fince
there was no appearance of any thing bug
poverty, want, and wretchednefs about
their houfe; nor could they produce
any thing to a cuftomer in exchange for
his money, but a few bottles of wind,
and {prituous liquors, and fome very
bad ale, to drink; with rufty bacon,
and worfe checle, to eat. But then it
thould be confidered, on the other fide,
that whatever they received was almoft as
entirely clear profit as'the blefling of a
wreck itlelf; fuch an inn being the very
reverfe of a coffeeshoufe: for here you
can neither fit for nothing, nor haye any
thing for your money.

(& 0 ; AGgaAiln,
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AcAIx,+as many marks of want a-
bounded everywhere, fo were the marks
of antiquity vifible. ~ Scarce any thing
was to be feen which had not fome {car
upon it, made by the hand of time;
not an utenfil, it was manifeft, had been
purchafed within a dozen years laft paft ;
fo that whatever money had come into
the houfe during that period, at leaft,
muft have remained in it, unlefs it had
been fent abroad for food, or other pe-
rifhable commodities ; but thefe were
fupplied by a {fmall portion of the fruits
of thefarm, in'which the farmer allowed
he had a very good bargain. In fact, it
is inconceivable what fums may be col-
leted by. {tarving only, and how eafy
it is for a man to die rich, if he will
but be contented to live miferable.

Nor is there in this kind of ftarving
any thing f{o terrible as fome apprehend.
It neither waftes a man’s flefh, nor robs
him of his chearfulnefs. The famous
Cornaro’s cafe well proves the contrary ;
and fo did farmer Humphrys, who

2 was
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was of a round ftature, had a lump
round face, with a klnd of fmile on 1it,

and feemed to borrow an air of w1etch- &

ednefs, rather from hlS coat’s age, than
from his own. -

Tuae truth is, there is a certain diet
which emaciates men more than any
poffible degree of abftinence ; tho' I do
not remember to have feen any caution
againit it, either in Cheney, Arbuthnot,
or in any other modern writer on regi-
men. Nay, the very name is not, 1
believe, in thelearned Dr. Jamess dicti-
cnary. All which isthe more extraor-
dinary, as it is a very common food in
this kingdom.

But though it thould not be found
among our Englith phyfical writers, we
may be affured of meeting with it among
the Greeks: for nothing confiderable in
nature efcapestheir notice ; thoughmany
things confiderable in them, it is to be
feared, have efcaped the notice of their
readcrs The Greeks then, toall fuch

G 4 as
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as feed too voracioufly on, this diet, give
the name of HeavrToraei, which out

phyficians will, I {uppofe, tranﬂ&tmmen
phateat Lhemfelvesft it 18 | :

As nothing is {o deftruétive to the
body as this kmd of 'foad, 'fo nothing is
{o plentiful and.cheap ; but it was; pers
haps, the . only eheap ‘thing the tarmer

- difliked. Probably living much on fith
might produce this difguft ; for Diodo-
rus Siculus attributes the fame averfion

nta peoplc of Aithiopia to the fame

"fi;*atffe» he calls them the fith-eaters ;
and afferts, that they cannot be brought
“to-eat 2 ﬁngle meal with the Heauto-
fagi by any perfuafion, threat, or vio-
lence whatever, not even th@ugh they

—fhould kill.their chlldrcn before thez?ﬁ"

faces.

- WuarT hath puzzled our phyficians,
and prevented them from fetting this
matter in the cleareft light, 1s poffibly
one fimple miftake, arifing from a very

excufable 'ignorance, that the paffions
of

--..-"
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of men are capable of {wallowing food
as well as their appetites ; that the for-

mer, in feeding, relemble, the fate of
thofe animals who chew the cud; and
therefore fuch men, in fome fenfe,
may be faid to prey on themfelves, and
as it were, to devour their own entrails.
And Lence enfues a meagie afpe&, and
thin habit of body, as furely as from
what is called a confumption. ]
- QOur farmer was none of thefe., He
had no more paffion than an Ichthuo-
fagus or Ethiopian fither. He wifhed
not for any thing, thought not of any
thing ; indeed, he fcarce did any thing,
or faid any thing. Here I cannot be
underftood f{trictly, for then I muft
defcribe a non-entity ; whereas I would
rob him of nothing but that fr ee-agency
which is the caufe of all the corruption,

and of all the mifery of human nature.

No man, indeed, ever did more than
the farmcr, for he was an abfolute flave
to labour all the week ; but, in truth,

as my fagacious reader muft have at
Gz w-arte
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firft apprehended, when I faid, he re-
figned the care of the houfe to his wife,
I meant more than I then exprefled ;
even the houfe and all that belonged to
it; for he was really a farmer, only un-
der the direction of his wife. Ina word,
{o compofed, fo ferene, fo placid a
c'untenance I never faw- and he {a-
tished himfelf by anfwering to every
queftion he was afked ; < I don’t know
““ any thing about it, fir, I leaves all
¢ that to my wife.”

Now as a couple of this kind would,
like two veflels of oil, have made no
compofition in life, and fcr want of all
favour muft have palled every tafte; na-
ture, ot fortune, or both of them, took
carc to provide a proper quantity of
acid, in the materials that formed the
wife, and to render her a perfect Help-
mate for fo tranquil a hufband. She
abounded in whatf{oever he was defec-
tive ; that is to fay, in almoft every
thing. She was, indeed, as vinegar to
oil, or a brifk wind to a ftanding-pool,

and
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and preferved all from ftagnation and
corruption. | |

Quin the player, on taking a nice
and {evere {urvey of a fellow-comedian,
burft forth into this exclamation, ¢ If
< if that fellow be not a rogue, the
 Creator doth not write a legible
¢ hand.” Whether he guefled right
“or no, is not worth my while to ex-
amine. Certain it is, that the latter,
having wrought his features into a pro-
per harmony to become the characters
of lago, Shylock, and others of : the
{ame caft, gave a femblance of truth to
the obfervation, that was fufficient to
“confirm the wit of it. Indeed, we may
remark, in favour of the phyliognomift,
though the law hath made him a rogue
and vagabond, that nature s frldom cu-
rious in her work swithin, without em-
ploying fome little pains on the outfide ;
and this more particularly in mifchiey-
ous charaéters, in forming which, as
Mr. Derham obferves, in venomous
infedts, as the fting or faw of a Wnipﬂ,

Go {he
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the is fometimes wonderfully induftri-
ous. Now, when the hath thus com-
pletely armed her hero, to carryon a
war with man, the never fails of fur-
nithing that innocent lambkin with
fome means of knowing his enemy,
and forefeeing his defigns.. “Thus fhe
hath been obferved to actinthe cafe of -
a rattle-{nake, which never meditates a
human prey without giving warning of

his approach.

THu1s obfervation will, I am con-
vinced, hold moft true, if applied to
the moft venomous individuals of hu-
man infets. A tyrant, a trickfter, and
a bully, generally wear the marks of
their feveral difpofitions in their coun-
tenances ; {o do the vixen, the fhrew,
the {cold, and all other females of the-
like kind. But, perhaps, nature had
never afforded” a ftronger example of
all this, than in the cafe of Mrs. Hum-
phrys. ~ She was a thort, {quat woman;
her head was clofely joined to.her
fhoulders, where it was fixed fomewhat

awry ;
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awry; every feature of her countenance
was fharp and pointed ; her face was
- furrowed with the ﬁnall-l,ox ; and her
complexion, which feemed to be able
to turn milk to curds, not a little re-
fembled in colour {uch milk as had al-
ready undergone that operation. She
appeared indeed to have many fymp-
toms of a deep jaundice in her look ;

but the ftrength and firmnefs of her
voice over-balanced them all : the tone
of this was a fharp treble at a diftance ;
for, 1 feldom hemd it on the fame
fl or; but was ufually waked with it in
the morning, and entertained with it
almoft continually through the whole
day

TuoucH vocal be ufually put in
oppofition to inftrumental mulfic, I
queftion whether this might not be
thought to partake of the nature of
both ; for fhe played on two inftru-
ments, which fhe feemed to keep for
no other ufe from morning till night ;
thefe were two maids, or rather {cold-

ing-
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ing-ftocks, who, 1 fuppofe, by fome

means or other, earned their boayd, and
fie gave them their lodging gratis, or
for no other fervice than to keep her
lungs in conftant exercife. i

Sun differed; as T have faid,’in every
paiiicuiar from her hufband ; but very
rexiarkably in this, that as it was im-

poiiible to difpleafe him, fo it was as
impofiible to pleafe her; and as no art
could remove a fmile from his counte-
nance, fo could no art carry it into hers.
If her bills were remonftrated againft,
the was offended with the cenfure of
her faicr-dealing ; if they were not, fhe
feemed to regard it as a tacit farcafm on
her folly, which might have fet down
larger prices with the fame fuccefs, On
this latter hint fhe did indeed improve ;-
for the daily raifed {fome of her articles.
A pennyworth of fire was to-day rated
at a fhilling, to-morrow at eighteen-
pence; and if fthe dreft us two difhes
for two fhillings on Saturday, we paid

half a crown for the cookery of one on
the
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the Sunday ; and wherever fhe was
paid, the never left the room without
lamenting the fmall amount of her bill;
faying, the knew not how it was that
others got their money by gentlefolks,
but, for her part, the had not the art
of it. When fhe was atked why fhe
complained, when fthe was paid all {he
demanded, the anfwered, the could not
deny that, nor did the know the omit-
ted any thing, but that it was buta poor
bill for gentlefolks to pay.

I accountED for all this by her
having heard, that it is a maxim with
the principal inn-holders on the conti-
nent, to levy confiderable {ums on their
guefts, who travel with many horfes
and fervants, though fuch guefts thould
eat little or nothing in their houfes ; the
method being, I believe, in fuch cafes,
to lay a capitation on the horles, and not
on their mafters. But fhe did not con-
fider, that in moft of thefe inns a very
great degree of hunger, without any
degrec of delicacy, may be fatisfied ;

2 and
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and that in all fuch inns there: is fome,
appearance, at leaft, of provifion, as
well as of a man cook to drefs it, one
of the hoftlers being always furnifhed
with a cook’s cap, waiftcoatand apron,
ready toattend gentlemen and ladies on
their fummons ; . that the cafe therefore
of {uch inns dxﬁ'eled from hers, where
there was nothing to eat or to drink ; and
in reality no houfe to inhabit, no chair
to {it upon, nor any bed to lie in ; that
one third or fourth part therefore thhﬂ
levy impofed at inns was, in truth, a
higher tax than the whole was when
laid on in the other, wherc, in order
to raife a fmall fum, a man is obliged to
fubmit to pay as many various ways for
the fame thing as he doth a taylor’s
bill, fuch are the articles of bread and
beer firing, eating, and dreﬁing din-
ner. \

TuE foregoing 1s a very imperfe& -
fketch of this extraordinary couple ; for
every thing is here lowered, inftead of
being heightened. Thofe who would

fee
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fee them {fet forth in more lively co-
lours, and with the proper ornaments,
may read the defcriptions of the furies
in fome of the claflical poets, or of
the ftoic philofophers in the works of
Lucian. . . =138 | -

- Monday, fuly 20, Tuis day nothing
remarkable paffed ; Mrs. Humphrys
levied a tax of fourteen fhillings for the
Sunday. - We regaled ourfelves at din-
ner with venifon and good claret of our
own ; and, in the afterncon, the wo-
men, attended by the captain, walked
to fee a delightful {cene two miles dif-
tant, with the beauties of which they
declared themf{elves moft highly charm-
ed, at their return, as well as with the
goodnefs of the lady of the manfion,
who had flipt out of the way, that my
wife and her company might refrefh
themfclves with the flowers and fruits
with which her garden abounded. |

. Tuefday, Fuly21. Turs d:fy, hav-
ing paid our taxes of yefterday, we were
| permitted
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permitted to regale ourfelves with more
venifon. Some of this we would wil-
lingly have exchanged for mutton ; but
no {uch flefh was to be had nearer than
Portfmouth, from whence it would
have coft more to convey a joint to us,
than the freight of a Portugal ham from
Lifbon to London amounts to: for tho’
the water-carriage be fomewhat cheaper
here than at Deal, yet can you find no
waterman who wﬂl go on board his
boat, unlefs by two or three hours
rowing he can get drunk for the reﬁduc
of the week.

AND here 1 have an opportunity,
which poffibly may not offer again, of
publithing fome obfervations on that po-
litical ceconomy of this nation, which,
as it concerns only the regulation of the
mob, is below the notice of our great
men ; tho’, on the due regulation of
this order depend many emoluments
which the great men themfelves, or,
at leaft, many who tread clofe on their
heels, may enjoy, as well as fome dan-

gers,
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gers, which may fome time or other
arife from introducing a pure ftate of
anarchy among them. I will reprefent
the cafe as it appears to me, very fairly
and impartially, between the mob and
their betters.

Tue whole mifchief which infedts
this part of our ceconomy, arifes from
the vague and uncertain ufe of a word
called Liberty, of which, as {carce any
two men with whom I have ever con-
verfed, feem to have one and the {ame
rdea, I am inclined to doubt whether
there be any {imple univerfal notion re-
prefented by this word, or whether it
conveys any clearer or more determinate
idea, than fome of thofe old Punic com-
pofitions of fyllables, preferved in one
of the comedies of Plautus, but at pre-
fent, as I conceive, not fuppofed te be
underftood by any one.

By liberty, however, I apprehend,
l1s commonly underftood the power of
doing what we pleafe: not abfolutely ;

for

—
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for then it would be inconfiftent with
law, by whofe controul the liberty of the
freelt people, except only the Hotten-
tots and wild Indiaps, muft always be
reftrained. -

Bur, indeed, however largely we
extend, or however moderately we con-
fine the fenfe of the word, no politician
will, I prefume, contend that it is to
pervade in an equal degree, and be with
the fame extent enjoyed by every mem-
ber of .{fociety ; no {uch polity having
been ever found, unlefs among thofe
vile people juft before commemorated.
Among the Greeks and Romans, the
fervile and free conditions were oppofed
to each other ; and no man who had
the misfortune to be enrolled under the
former, could lay any claim to liberty,
'till the right was conveyed to him by
that mafter whofe flave he was, either
by the means of conqueft, of purchale,
or of birth,

THIS
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Turs was the ftate of all the free
nations in the world'; and this, 'till very
lately, was underftood to be the cafe of
our own, '

I wirr not indeed fay this is the cafe
at prefent, the loweft clafs of our people
having fthaken off all the fhackles of
their fuperiors, and become not only as
free, but even freer, than moft of their
fupermrs I ‘believe it ‘cannot be
doubted, tho’ perhaps we have no re-
cent inftance of | it, thatthe perfonal at-
tendance of every man who hath 3001,
per annum, in parliament, is indifpen-
{ibly his duty ; and that, if‘the citizens
and burgefles of any city or borough
fhall chufe fuch a one, however reluc-
tant he appear, he may be obliged to at-
tend, and be forcibly brought to his
duty by the {erjeant at arms.

AGAIN, there are numbers of fub-
ordinate oflices, fome of which are of
burthen, and others of expence in the
- civil government: all of which, perfons
I who
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who are qualified are liable to have
impofed on them, may be obliged to
undertake and properly execute, not-
withftanding any bodily labour, or even
danger, to which they may fubjeét
themfelves, under the penalty of fines
and imprifonment ; nay, and what may
appear fomewhat hard, may be com-
pelled to fatisfy the lofles which are
eventually incident, to that of fheriff in
particular, out of their own private for-
tunes ; and tho’ this fhould prove the
ruin of a family, yet the public, to
whom the price is due, incurs no debt
or obligationto preferve its officer harm-
lefs, let his innocence appear ever {o
clearly.

I pURPOSELY omit the mention of
thofe military militiary duties, which
our old conftitution laid upon its grea-
tet members. Thefe might, indeed,
{fupply their pofts with {fome other able-
bodied men; but, if no fuch could
have been found, the obligation never-
thelefs remained, and they were com-

- pellable



TO LISBON. 144

pellable to ferve in their own proper
perfons.

Tue only one, therefore, who is
poflefled of abfolute liberty, is the
loweft member of the f{ociety, who,
if he prefers hunger or the wild pro-
duk of the fields, hedges, lanes, and
rivers, with the indulgence of eafe
and lazinefs, to a food a little more de-
licate, but purchafed at the expence of
labour, may lay himfelf under a fhade ;
nor can be forced to take the other al-
ternative from that which he hath, I

will not aftirm whether wifely or fool-
ifhly, chofen.

Here I may, perhaps, be reminded
~ of the lalt vagrant a&, where all fuch
perfons are compellable to work for
the ufual and accuftomed wages allow-
ed in the place ; but this 1s a claufe
little known to the juftices of the peace,
and leaft likely to be executed by thofe
who do know it, as they know like-
wife that it is formed on the antient

powes
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power of the juftices “to -fix and fettle
thefe wages every year, making ‘proper
allowances for the fcarcity and plenty
of ‘the times, 'the cheaprefs and dear-
nefs of the place ; and ‘that #be wfual
and accuflomed wages, are words ‘with<
out‘any force or meaning, ‘when there’
are no fuch ; but every man fpunges
ahd rapswhatever he can' getyand
will ‘haggle as long and firuggle ashard
to cheat his employer of two pence in:
a'day’s labour; as an honeft tradefman
will to cheat his'cuftomers of ‘the fame
fumina yaid of ‘cloth or filk. :

IT s a great pity then th-at thrs pbw-'
er, or rather this practice, was not re-
viti'-ed; but ‘this having been fo long
omitted, thatitisbecome obfolete, 'will «
be beft done by a new law, in which
this power, as'well as ‘the confequent
power of forcing the:poor to labour at
a moderate and reafonable rate, thould
be well confidered, and their execution
facilitated : for gentlemerx who  give
itheu time and labour gratis, and even:

voluntarily,
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voluntarily, to the public, have aright
to expect that all their bufinefs be made
‘as eafy as poflible; and to ena& laws
without doing this, is to fill our ftatute-
books, much too full already, ftill ful-
ler with dead letter, of no ufe butto
the printer of the acts of parliament.

Tuat the evil which I have here
pointed at is of itfelf worth redrefling,
is, I apprehend, no fubje&t of difpute :
for why fhould any perfons in diftrefs
be deprived of the affiftance of their
fellow-fubjects, when they are willing
amply to reward them for their labour ?
or, why fhould the loweit of the people
be permitted to exact ten times the va-
lue of their work ? For thofe exactions
increafe with the degrees of necefiity
in their objeét, infomuch that on the
former fide many are horribly impofed
upon, and that often in no trifling mat-
ters. I was very well affured, that at
Deal no lefs than ten guineas was re-
quired, and paid by the fupercargo of

an Indiaman, for carrying hlm on
H board
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board two miles from the thore, when
~the was juft ready to fail; fo that his
neceflity, as his pillager well under- |
ftood, was abfolute. Again, many
others whofe indignation will not fub- |
mit to fuch plunder, are forced to re- |
fufe the affiftance, tho’ they are often
“great fufferers by fo doing. On the |
latter fide, the loweft of the people are |
encouraged in lazinefs and idlenefs;
while they live by a twentieth part of |
the labour that ought to maintain them, |
which is diametrically oppofite to the |
“intereft of the public; for that requires |
a great deal to be done, not to be paid, |
for a little. And moreover, they are|
confirm’d in habits of exation, andj
are taught to confider the diftrefles of’
‘their fuperiors as their own fair emolu-
ment.

But enough of this matter, off§
which I at firft intended only to con-{
vey a hiat to thofe who are alone cap-4
able of applying the remedy, tho’ theyd
are the laft to whom the notice of thofed

A - Tevine
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evils would occur, without fome fuch
-monitor asmyfelf, who am forced to tra-
vel about the world in the form of a
‘paflenger. I cannot but fay I heartily
with our governors ‘would attentwely
‘confider this method of fixing the price
of labour, and by that means of com-
pellmg the poor to work, fince the due
execution of fuch powers will, I ap-
~prehend, be found the true and onl
imeans of making them ufeful, and of
-advancing trade, from its prefent vifibly
- declining ftate, to the height to which
Sir William Petyt, in his Political A-
rithmetic, thinks it capable of being
~carried.

In the afternoon the lady of the
~abovementioned manfion called at our
“inn, and left her compliments to us
with Mrs. Humphrys, with an affur-
.ance, that while we continued wind-
bound in that place, where fhe feared
“we could be but indifferently accommo-
~dated, we were extremely welcome to
iihe ufe of any thing which her garden

2 or
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or her houfe afforded. 'So polite 'a
meflage convinced us, mn {pite of fome
arguments to the contrary, that we
were not on the coaft of Africa, or on
fome ifland, where the few favage inha-
bitants have little of human in ‘them
befides their form. £}

AND here I mean nothing lefs than
to derogate from the merit of this lady,
who 15 not only extremely polite in her
behaviour to ftrangers of her own rank,
but {0 extremely good and charitable to |
all her poor neighbours, who ftand in |
need of her affiftance, that fhe hath |
the univerfal love and praifes of all who |
live near her. But, in reality, how |
little doth the acquifition of fo valuable |
a character, and the full indulgence of |
{fo worthy a difpofition, coft thofe who |
poflefs it ? Both are accomplifhed by |
the very offals which fall from a table §
moderately plentiful.  That they are |
enjoyed therefore by fo few, arifes truly |
from their being {o few who have any |

| fuch |
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fuch difpofition to gratify, or who aim
at any {uch character,

Mdmfday, Fuly 22. TH1s morning,
‘after having been mulcted as ufual, we
difpatched a fervant with proper ac-
knowledgments of the lady’s goodnefs ;
but confined our wants entirely to the
produétions of her garden. He foon
retarned, in company with the zarde-
ner, both richly laden with almoft eve-
1y particnlar which a garden at this
anoft fruitful feafon of ti ¢ year produ-
‘Ces. |

| WHILE we were regaling om!u“s,
with thefe, towards the clofe of ou:

dinner, we received orders from our

commander, who had dined that day
~with {fome officers on board a man of
war, to return inftantly to the fhip;

for that the wind was become f'avcmr—
able, and he-fhould weigh that even-
ing. . Theie orders were foon followed
by the captain himfelf, who was fill in

‘the utmoft hurry, tho’ the occafion of
5 . 1
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it had long fince ceafed: for the wind °
had, mdeed a little fhifted that after-

noon, hut was before this very quietly
fet down in its old quarters.

Turs laft was a lucky hit for me:
tor, as the captain, to whofe orders we '

refolved to pay no. obedience, unlefs

delivered by himfelf, did not return till

paft fix, fo much time {eemed requi-

fite to put up the furniture of our bed-

chamber or dmmg -room, (for almoit
every article, even to fome of the

chairs, were either our own or the cap-

tain’s property) fo much more in con-
veying it as well as myfelf, as dead a
luggage as any, to the fhore, and
thence to the fhip, that the night
threatned firft to overtake us. A ter-
rible circumftance to me, In my de-
cayed condition ; efpemaily as very
heavy fhowers of rain, attended with
a high wind, continued to fall incef-
{antly ; the being carried thre’ which
two miles in the dark, in a wet and

| " open

T

J
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open boat, feemed little lefs than cer=
tain death. |

HowEeVER, as my commander was
abfolute, his orders peremptory, and
my obedience neceflary, I refolved to
avail myflelf of a philofophy which
hath been of notable ufe to me in the
latter part of my life, and which is
contained in this hemiftich of Virgil, -

-_-S;;pemfzda OInNLS ﬁrﬁ'ma ﬁre_m;'a g/?.h" :

The meading of which, if Virgil had

-any, I think I rightly underﬁ;md and:
rightly applied.

As I was therefore to be entirely paf-
five in my motion, I refolved to aban-'
don mylelf tothe condu@c of thofe who
were to carry me into a cart, when it re-
tumcd from unloading the goods

But lefore this, the captain per-
ceiving what had happened in the
clouds, and that the wind remained as

H 4 much
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r'l_much his' enemy as ever, cariie -up
“ftairs to me, with a reprieve tﬂl the
“morhing. Th15 was,” T own, very
“agreeable news, and’ I little 1e5reted
the trouble of refurnifhing my apart-
ment, by fending back for the goods.

' “MRrs. Humphrys was not well pleafcd
TWlth this. As fhe underftood the re-
prieve to be only till the morning, fhe
{faw nothing but lodging to be pofiibly
added, out of which fhe was to de-
dué fite and candle, and the remain-
‘der, the thought, would fcarce pay her
for her trouble.  She exerted therefore
all the ill humour of which fhe was
‘miftrefs, and did all the could to thwart
and ' perplex every thmg durmg the.
whole evening.

Thurfday, July 23. EARLY in the
morning the captain came to vifit us,
and to prefs us to make hafte on board.
< T am refolved,” fays he, © not to lofe
¢ a moment, now the wind is coming
“ about far® ﬁ}r my own part,” I nevet
| ¢ was
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< was {urer of a Wmd in all my life.” 1
_ufe hlS very words -nor will I prcfume
to interpret or comment upon them far-
ther, than by obferving that they were
{poke in the utmotft hLu ry.

WE promifed to be ready as foon as
breakfaft was over; but this was not fo
foon as was expected : for in removing
our goods the evening before, the tea-

cheft was unhappily lott.

EveRry place wasimmediately (ear ch-
ed, and many where it was impoflible
for it to be; for this wasa lofs of much
greater confequence, than it may at firft
feem to many of my readers. Ladies
and valetudinarians do not eafily difpenfe
with the ufe of this fovereign cordial,
in a fingle inftance ; but to underiake a
long voyage without any probability of
being fupplied with it the whole way,
wasabove thereach of patience. Andyet,
dreadful as this calamity was, it feemed
unavoidable. 'The whole town of Ryde
could not {upply a fingle leaf ; for as to
Yt Hisg what
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what Mrs. Hlumphrys and the fhop cal-
led by that name, it was not of Chinefer
arowth. It did not indeed in the leaft
refemble tea, either in fmell or tafte, or
in any partzcu]ar unlefs in being aleaf:
for it was 1n truth noother than a tobac-
co of the mundungus {pecies. = And
as for the hopes of relief in any other
port, they were not to be depended
upon; for the captain had pofitively
declared he was fure’ of a wind,. and
would let go his anchor no more till he
afi ved 1n the Fajo..

'WHEN a good deal of time had been
fpent, moft of it indeed waifted on this
occafion, - a. thought occurred, - which:
every one wondered at its not having
prefented itfelf the firft. moment. This
was to apply to the good lady, who-
could not fail of pitying and relieving
fuch diftrefs. A meflenger was imme-
diately difpatched, with an account of
our misfortune; till whofe return we
employed ourfelves in preparatives for
our drf:p'uture that we might have no-

thing



~ thing to do but to fwallow our break-
fait when it arrived. The tea-cheft,
tho’ of no lefs confequence to us than
the military cheft to a general, was gi-
ven up as loft, or rather as ftolen ; for
tho' I would not, for the world, men—-
tion any particular name, it is certain
we had fufpicions, and all, Iamafraid,
fell on the fame perfon..

THE man returned from the wors
thy lady with much expedition, and
brought with him a canifter of  tea,
difpatched with fo true a generofity, as
well as politenefs, that if our voyage
had been as long again, we fhould
have incurred no danger of being
brought to a fhort allowance in this.
moft important article. At the very
fame inftant likewife arrived William,
the footman, with our own tea-cheft..
It had been, indeed, left in the hc}y,,
when the other goods were re-landed,.
as William, when he ficft heard it was
mifling, had fufpected ; and whence,

had not the owner of the hoy been un-
H 6 luckﬂy
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luckily out of the way, he had retriev-
ed it foon'enough to"have pre'vented

our giving the 'lady an opportunity of
dlfp]aymg fome part of her goodnefs

To fearch the hoy was, mdeed too
natural a fuggéf’clon to have efcaped any
“one, nor did it efcape being’ mentioned
by many of us’; but we were diffuaded
from it by my wife’s maid, who per-
fectly well remembered’ fhe had left
‘the cheft in the bed-chamber ; for that
{he had never given it out of her hand
in her way to or from the hoy; but
William, perhaps, knew the maid bet-
‘ter, and beft underftood how far the
was to be believed ; for otherwife he
would hardly of his own accord, after
‘hearing her declarations, have hunted
out the hoyman, W1th much pains and
'dlﬁlculty -

S+ 'THUS ended this fcene, which begun
with fuch appearance Of diftrefs, and
‘ended with becoming ' the fubjeﬂ: of
| m:rth and Jaughter.
AT NOTHING
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N{}THIHG now réaiet it to pay
"Qur taxes, which were indeed laid with
inconceivable {everity. Lodging ' was
raifed f{ix-pence, fire in the fame pro-
portion, and even candles, which:had
hitherto efcaped, were charged with a
wantonnefs of impofition, from the be-
ginning, and placed under the ftile of
overfight. We were raifed a. whole
pound, whereas we had only burnt ten,
1 five nights, and the pound conﬁﬁed
*of twenty-four Pt
- LASTLY an attempt was made,
which almoft as far exceeds human
credulity to believe, as it did human
patience to fubmit to. This was to
‘make us pay as much for exifting an
hour or two as for exifting a whole day;
and drefling dinner was introduced as an
article, tho’ we left the houfe before
‘either pot or {pit had approached the
‘fire. - Here I own my patience: failed
me, and I became an example of the
tiuth Df the obferyation, That all ty-
: | ranny
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ranny and oppreffion may be carried too
far, and that a yoke may be made too
mtoleranle for thc neck of the tameft
flave. When I remonftrated with fome
warmth againft this grievance, Mrs.
Humphrys gave me a look, and lefe
the room, without making any anfwer.
She returned in a minute, runping to
me with pen, ink, and paper in her
hand, and defired me to make my own.
bill ;. for fthe hoped, fhe faid, 1 did
not expect that her houfe was to be dir-
tied, and her goods fpoiled and con-
fumed for nothing. ¢ The whole is
¢ but thirteen ﬂaﬂlmgs Can gentle-
¢ folks lie a whole night at a public
¢ houfe for lefs? If they can, Iam fure
¢ it is time to give off bemg a landlady =
¢ but pay me what you pleafe; I would:
¢« have people know that I value my
< money as littie as other folks. But L
¢ wasalways a fool, as I fays to my huf-
¢ band, s,nd- never knows which ﬁdﬁ-m}?
¢ bread is buttered of. And yet, to be
¢ fure, your honour fhall be my warning

¢ not to be bit {o again. Some folks.
¢ knows
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¢ knows better than others fome, how to
make their bills. Candles! why, yes,
to be fure; why fhould not travellers
pay for candles ? I am fure I pays for
my candles, and the chandler pays the
King’s Majefty for them ; and if he
did not, Imuft, fo as it comes to the
fame thing in theend. To be furel
am out of {ixteens at prefent, but thefe
burn as white and as clear, tho’ not
quite fo large. Iexpects my chandler
here {foon, or I would fend to Portf-
mouth, if your honour was to ftay
any time longer. But when folks
ftays only for a wind, you knows
there can be no dependance on fuch!”
Here the put on a little flynefs of afpec,
and {eemed willing to fubmit to. inter-
ruption. I interrupted her, accordingly,
by throwing down half a guinea, and
declared I had no more Englith money,
which was indeed true ; and as the could
not immediately change the thirty-fix
thilling pieces, it put a final end to the
difpute. = Mrs, Humphrys {oon left the -
room, and we foon after lefs the houfe;

3 nor

Hﬂﬁhﬂ_ﬂﬁhﬂnnﬂﬂﬂﬁ
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nor would this good woman fee us, or
wilh us a good voyage. :

- ImusT not, however, quit this place,
where we had been {o ill-treated, with-
out domg it impartial juftice, and re-
cording what may with the fricleft
truth be faid in its favour.

FirsT then, as to its fituation, it is,
I'think, moft delightful, and in the moft
pleafant fpot in the whole ifland. It is
true it wants the advantage of that beau-
tiful river, which leads from Newport to
Cowes : but the profpect here extending
to the fea, and taking in Portfmouth,
Spithead, and St. Helen’s, would be
more than a recompence for the lofs of
the Thames itfelf, even in the moft de-
hghtful part of Berkfhire or Bucking-
hamfthire, tho’ another Denham, or
another Popc, {hould unite in celebrat-
ing it. For my own part, I confefls
myfelf {o entirely fond of a fea prafpe&
th"‘ttl think nﬂthing on the land ca
equal it 5 end if it be fet off with ﬂup-

pmg,
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pmg, I defire to borrow no ornament
from the zerra ﬁf‘ﬁfﬁ A fleet of fhips
i, in my opinion, the nobleft okjea“t
Wthh the art of man hath ever pro-
duced ; and far beyond the power of
thofe archlte&s who deal in brzck m
ftone, or in marble.

WHEN the late Sir Robert Walpele,
one of the beft of men and of msmf—
ters, ufed to equip us a yearly fleet at
Splthead his enemies of tafte muft
have allowed that he, at leaft, ‘treated
the natmn with a fine ﬁ ht for theu‘ Mmo-
ney. A much finer, mdecd than, the
fame expence In an encampment cnuld
have produced. For what, indeed,
the beft idea which the profpe&t of a
number of huts can furnith to the mind,
but of a number of men forming them.-
felves into a fociety, before the art of
bmidmg more fubftantial houfes was
known? This, perhaps, would be: agrec-
able enough ; but, In truth, there is a
much worfe idea re'ldy to ﬁep in before
it, and that is of a body of cut-throats,

the
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the fupports of tyranny, the invaders of
the juft liberties and properties of man-
kind, the plunderers of the induftrious,
the ravithers of the chafte, the mur-,
derers of the innocent ; and, inaword,
the deftroyers of the plenty, the peace,
and the fafety of their fellow-crea-
tures.

Axp what, it may be faid, are thefe
men of war, which feem fo delightful
an object to our eyes? Are they not alike
the fupport of tyranny, and oppreflion
of innocence, carrying with them defo=
lation and ruin wherever their mafiers,
pleafe to fend them. This is, indeed,
too true; and however the fhip of war
may, in its bulk and equipment, exceed
the honeft merchant-man, I heartily
wifh there was no neceflity for it; for,
tho” I muft own the {uperior beauty of
the objeét on one fide, I am more
Pleaﬁad with the fupermr excellence of

the idea, which I can raife in my mind
on the other ; while I reflet on the
art'and induftry of mankind, engaged

in
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in the daily improvements of commerce,
to the mutual benefit of all countries,
and to the eftablifhment and happinefs
of focial life.

THis pleafant village is fituated ona
gentle afcent from the water; whence it
affords that charming profpect I have
above defcribed. Its foil i1s a gravel,
- which affifted with its declivity, pre-
ferves it always fo dry, that immediate-
Iy after the moftviolent rain, a fine lady.
may walk without wetting her filken
fhoes.  The fertility of the place.is ap-
parent from its extraordinary verdure,
and it is {o. thaded with large and flou-
rithing elms, that its narrow lanes are a
natural grove or walk, which in the re-
gularity of its plantatmn vies with the
power of art, and in its wanton exube-
rancy greatly exceeds it.

In a field, in the afcent of this hill,
about a quarter of a mile from the fea,
ftands a neat littlc chapel. It is very
{mall, but adequate to the number of

inhabitants :
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mhabltants for the pauﬂl doth "not
féem to cantam above thirty houfes. =

AT about two miles diftant from this
parith, lives that polite and good lady to
whofe kindnefs' we were fo much ob-
liged. It is placed on a ‘hill, who'e
bottom is wafthed by the fea, and which
ftom its eminence at top, commands a
view of great part of the ifland, as well
as it does that of the oppoﬁtc thore.
‘This houfe was formerly built by one
Boyce, who, from'a blackfmith at Gof-
port, became pofieffed, by great fuccefs
in fmuggling, of 4o000l. With part
of this he purchafed an eftate here, and

by chance, probably, fixed on this {pot
for bulldlng a large houfe. Perhaps the
convenience of carrym g on his buﬁnefs
to which it is fo well adapted, mmht
dictate the fituation to him. We can
hardly, at leaft, attribute it to the fame
“tafte with which he furnifhed his houfe,
‘or at leaft his library, by fending an or-
der to a bookfeller in London, to pack

h:m up 500 ‘pounds worth of his hand-
fomelt
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fomeft books. They tell herc feveral

almoft incredible ftories of the igno-
rance, the folly, and the pride which
this poor man and his wife difcovered
during the fhort continuance of his pro-
{perity ; for he did not long efcape the
fharp eyes of the revenue-folicitors, and
was, by extents from the Court of Ex-
chequer, foon reduced below his ori-
ginal ftate, to that of confinement in
the Fleet. All his effects were fold,
and, among the reft, his books, by an
auction at Port{imouth, for a very fiall
price ; for the bookfeller was now dif-
covered to have been perfectly a mafter
~of his trade, and relying on Mr. Boyce’s
finding little time toread, had fent him
not only the moft lafting wares of his
fhop, but duplicates of the fame, under
different titles. |

His eftate and houfe were purchafed
by a gentleman of thefe parts, whofe
‘widow now enjoys them, and who hath
improved them, particularly her gar-
dens, with fo elegant a tafte, that the
- painter
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palnter who would affift his imagination
in the compofition of a moft exquifite
land{chape, or the poet, who would
defcribe an earthly paradife, could no
where furnith themfelves with a richer
pattern.

We left this place about ‘eleven in
the morning, and were again c¢onveyed
with more {unfhine than wind aboard

our fhip.

WHhEencE our captain had acquired
“his power of prophecy, when he pro-
mifed usand himfelf a profperous wind,
I will not determine ; it is {fufficient to
obferve, that he was a falfe prophet, and
- that the weathercocks continued to point
as before.

He would not, however, fo eafily
give up his fkill in prediction. He per-
{fevered in aflerting that the wind was
changed, and, having weighed his an-
chor, fell down thatafternoon to St. He-

len’ s, which was at about the diftance
of
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of five miles; and whither his friend
the tide, in defiance of the wind,
- which was moft manifeftly againft
‘him, {oftly wafted him in as many
hours.

HEerEe about {feven in the evening,
before which time we could not procure
it, we fat down to regale ourfelves with
fome roafted venifon, which was much
better dreft than we imagined it would
be, and an excellent cold pafty which
‘my wife had made at Ryde, and which
we had referved uncut to eat on board
our fhip, whither we all cheatfully ex-
ulted in being returned from the pre-
fence of Mrs. Humphrys, who, by the
exact refemblance fhe bore to a fury,
feemed to have been with no great pro-
priety fettled in Paradife.

Friday, july 24. As we pafled by
Spithead on the preceding evening, we
faw the two regiments of {oldiers who
were juft returned from Gibraltar and

Minorca ; and this day a lieutenant be-

longing
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longing to one of them, who was the
captain’s nephew, came to pay a vifit to
his uncle, and entertained the ladies
with a defcription of thofe countries,
the manners, drefs, and diverfions of
the inhabitants of Minorca, to which
he added an account of an officer’s life
in garrifon, which, tho’ it might be
tolerable for three or four years, muft,
I think, be infupportable for a longer
time. And I found, indeed, by his
difcourfe, that the troops in general
embarked from England to thefe gar-
rifons,fince they had been changed every
third year, with the utmoft chearful-
nefs; but that, before this time, they
looked upon going to Gibralter and
Port Mahon in the light of banifhment ;
which made many of them melancholy,
and fome of the f{cldiers, it is faid, had
fuch a ftrong defire of revifiting their
 native country, that they ablolutely
pined away, which I am much in-
clined to believe; for a brother of mine,
who was at Minorca about fourteen
- years ago, inform’d me that he cameto
2 England
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England in the {ame fhip with a foldier
who' thot himfelf thro’ the hand, mere-
ly that he might be fent home, having
been in that ifland for many years. But
now the north wind, dearer to our cap--
tain even than the company of his ne-
phew for whom he exprefs'd the higheft
regard, {prung fuddenly up, and called
aloud to him to weigh his anchor.
While this ceremony was performing,
the {ea-captain ordered out his boat to
row the land-captain to fhore.

It appeared now, that the captain
had been only miftaken in the date of
his prediction, by placing the event a
day carlier than it happened; for the
wind which now arofe, was not only
favourable but brifk, and was no {oon-
er in reach of our fails, than it {wept
us away. by the back of the Ifle of
Wight, and having in the night carried
us by Chrift-church and Peveral-point,
brought us the mnext noon, Sarurday,
Fuly 29. off the ifland of Portland, fo
tarmous for'the fmallnefs and fweetnefs

| i of
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of its mutton, of which a leg feldom.
weighs four pounds. We would have
bought a fheep, but our captain would
not permit it; for I muft do him the
~ juftice to fay, that whether the wind was
fair or foul, he always made the moft
of i it, .for he never let go his anchor but
with a'manifeft concern, and was ge-
nerally out of humour for an hour or

two upon thefe occafions, tho’ he need-
ed not have been in fuch a hurry, for
pre! ently the wind, I will not pofitively
aill £t 10 heNSnBRett Tof Ts boldnefs,
fhewed him a dog’s trick, and {lily flipt

back ‘again to his. fummer—houfe in the
fouth-wett.

THE captain now grew outrageous,
and declaring open war with the wind,
took a refolution, rather more bold than
wife, ‘of failing in defiance of it, and in
its teeth. He declared he wouldlet go
his anchor no more, but would beat the
{fea while he had either yard or fail left,
He accordingly ftood from the fhore,
and made fo large a tack, that before

n:ght
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night, though- he feemed to advance but

little on his way, he was got out of
fight of land.

TowarDs the evening, the'wind be-
zan, in the captain’s own language, to:
ifrefhen; and indeed it frefhned fo much;
that before ten it blew a perfect hutri-
cane. The captain having got, as he
{uppoied to-a {afe diftance, tacked a-
gamn towards the Englith fhore; and
now the wind veered a point only in his
favour, - and continued: to blow with
fuch violence, that the fhip ran above
eight knots or miles an hour, during
this whole day and tempeftuous night,
till bed-time. I was obliged to betake
myfelf once more to my folitude; for
my women were again all down in their

{ea-ficknefs, and the captain was bufy
on deck.

Havine contracted no great degree
of good humour, by living a whole day
alone, without a fingle foul to converfe

wn:h R took but ill phyfic to purge it
12 off,
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off, by a bed-converfation with the cap-
tain ; who, amongft many bitter lamen-
tations of his fate, and protefting he had
more patience than a Job, frequently
intermixed {ummons to the command-
ing-officer on the deck, who now hap-
pened to be one Morrifon, of whom he
inquired every quarter of an hour con-
cerning the ftate of affairs ; the wind,
the care of the fhip, and other matters
of navigation. The frequency of thefe
{fummons, as well as the {olicitude with
which they were made, gave me toun-
derftand, that we were not totally free
from danger, and would have given no
{mall alarm to a man, who had either
not learnt what it is to die, or known
what it 15 to be miferable. And my
dear wife and child muft pardon me, if
what I did not conceive to be any great
evil to myfelf, I was not much terrified
with the thoughts of happening to them:
in truth, I have often thought they are
both too good, and too gentle, to be
trufted to the power of any man.

Can
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Cax I fay then-I had no fear; in-
deed I cannot, reader, I was afraid for
thee, left thou thouldft have been de-

prived of that pleafure thou art now en-
JOymg

- From all thefe fears we were reliev-
ed, at fix in the morning, by the arri~
val of Mr. Morrifon, who acquainted
us that he was {ure he beheld land very
near; for he could not fee half a mile,
by reafon of the hazinefs of the wea-
ther. Thisland, he faid, was, he be-
lieved, the Berry-head, which forms
one fide of Torbay: the captain much
{urprized at this news, for he did not
believe he was fo near land, whipped on
his night-gown, and regardlefs of every
other drefls, ran upon deck, faying, that
if that was true he would give him his
mother for a maid, a forfeiture which
afterwards became due, for within half
an hour, he returning into the cabin,
withed me joy of our lying fafe at an-
chor in the bay.

I3 Stun=
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Sunday, fuly 26. THINGS now . be-
gan to put on an afpect very different
from what they had lately worn: the
news that the fhip had almoft loft its
mizen, and that we had procured very
fine. clouted cream and frefh bread and
butter from the fhore, reftored health
and {pirits to our women, and we all fat
down to a very chearful breakfaft.

But however pleafant our ftay pro-
mifed to be here, we were all defirous
it thould be fhort : I refolved immedi-
ately to difpatch my man into the coun-
try, to purchafe a prefent of cyder for
my friends of that which is called South-
am, as well as to take with me a hogs-
head of it to Lifbon; for it is, in my
opinion, much more delicious than that
which is the growth of Herefordfhire.
1 purchafed three hogfheads for five
pounds ten thillings, all which I thould
have {carce thought worth mentioning,
had I not believed it might be of equal
{fervice to the honeft farmer who fold it
me, and who is by the nclghbourmg_

gentle-
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gentlemen reputed to deal in the very
beft, and to the reader, who from ig-
norance of the means of providing bet-
ter for himfelf, {wallows at'a‘dearer rate
the jouice of Middlefex turnip, inftead
of that Vinum Pomonz which Mr.
Giles Leverance ‘of ‘Cheefhurft, near
Dartmouth in Devon, will, at the price
of forty fhillings per hogfhead, fend in
double catks to any part of the world.
Had the wind been very fudden in thift-
ing, I had loft my cyder, by an attempt;
of a boatman to exact, according to cu-
ftom. He required five fhlllmcrs for
conveying my man a mile and l]alf to
the fhore, and four more if he ftaid to
bring him back. This I thought to be
{fuch infufferable impudence, that I or-
dered him ‘to be immediately chafed
from the fhip, without any anfwer. In-
deed, there are few inconveniencies that
Iwould not rather encounter, than en-
courage the infolent demands of thefc
wretches, at the expence of my own in-
dignation, of which I own they are not
the unly objects, but rather thofe who

1'% pur-
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purchafe a paultry convenience by en-
couraging them. But of this I have
| already fpoken very largely. 1 fhall con-
clude, ‘therefore, with the leave which
this fellow took of our thip, faying, he
fhould know it again, and would not
put off from the fhore to relieve it in
any dlﬁrefs whatever.

| It will, doubtlefs, {urprize many of
my readers to hear, that when we lay
at anchor within a mile or two of a
town, feveral days together, and even
in the moft temperate weather, we
fhould frequently want frefh provifions
and herbage, and other emoluments of
the fhore, as much as if we hadbeen an
hundred leagues from land. And this
too, while numbers of boats were in our
fight, whofe owners get their livelihood
by rowing people up and down, and
could be at any time fummoned by a
fignal to our affiftance, and while the
captain had a little boat of his own with
men always ready to row it at h1s com-

mand
THIS,
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TH1s, however, hath been partly ac-
counted for already, by the impofing dif-
pofition of the people; who afked fo
much more than the proper price of
their labour. And as to the ufefulnefs
of the captain’s boat, it rcquires to be a
little expatiated upon, as it will tend to
lay open fome of the grievances which
demand the utmoft regard of our legi-
{lature, as they affect the moft valuable
part of the kmgs fubjects, thofe by
whom the commerce of the nation is

carried 1nto execution.

OuRr captain then, who was a very
good and experlenced {eaman, having
been above thirty years the maf’rer of a
veflel, part of which he had {ferved,
hath been before noticed, as commander
of a privateer ; and had difcharged him-
{elf with great courage and conduét, and
with as great fuccefs, difcovered the ut-
moft averfion to the fending his boat a-
fhore, whenever we lay wind-bound in
any of our harbours. This averfiont did

not arife from any fear of wearing out

a his
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his boat by ufing it, but was, in truth,
the refult of expenence that it was ea-
fier to fend his men on fhore than to re-
cal them. Theyacknowledged him to
be their mafter while they remzined on
thip-board, but did not allow his power,
to extend to the fhores, where they had
no fooner fet their foot, than every man
became Jur juris, and thought himfelf
at full iiberty to return when he pleafed.
Now it is not any delight that thefe fel-
lows have in the frefh air, or verdant
fields on the land. Every one of them
would prefer his fhip and his hammock
to all the fweets of Arabia the happy ;
but unluckily for them, there are in e-
very fea-port in England certain houfes,
whofe chief livelihood depends on pro-
_ viding entertainment for the gentlemen
of the jacket. For this purpofe, they
dre always well-furnifhed with thofe
cordial liquors, which do immediately
infpire the heart with gladnefs, banifh-
ing all careful thoughts, and indeed all
others from the mind, and opening the
mouth with {ongs of chearfulniefs and
thank{-
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thankf{giving, for the tany wonderful

bleflings with which a fea-faring life
overflows. L

For my own part, however whim-
fical it may appear, I confefs, I have
thought the ftrange ftory of Circe in
the Odyfley, no other than an ingenious
_aﬂeaory ; in which Homer intended to
convey to his eountrymen the fame kind
of inftruction, which we intend to com-
municate to our own in this digreffion.
As teaching the art of war to the
Greeks, was the plain defign of the
Thad ; fo was teaching them the art of
navigation the no lefs ‘manifeft i intention
of the Odyfley. Ior the improvement
of this, their fituation was moft excel-
lently adapted ; and accordingly we find
Thucydides, in the beginning of his hi-
ftory, confiders the Greeks as a fet of
pirates, or prwateers plundering each
other by fea.  This being probably the
firft inftitution of commerce before the
Ars Cauponaria was invented, and mer-’
chants inftead of robbing, began to’

L6 cheat
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‘cheat’ and outwit each other, and by
degrees changed the Metabletic, ' the

only kind of traffic allowed by Ariftotle
in his Politics, into the Chrematiftic.

- By this allegory then I fuppofe U-
Iyffes to have been the captain of a mer-~
chant-thip, and Circe {fome good ale-
“wife, who made his crew drunk with
-the {pirituous liquors of thofe days.
With this the transformation into {wine,
as well as all other incidents of the fa-
‘ble, will notably agree ; and thusakey
“will be found out for unlocking the
‘whole myftery, and forging, at leaft,
fome meaning to a ftory which, atpre-
{ent, appears very ftrange and abfurd.

- Hew~cr, moreover, will appear the
very near refemblance between the fea-
faring men of all ages and nations’; and
here perhaps may be eftablifhed the
truth ‘and juftice of that obfervation,
which will occur oftener than once in
this voyage, that all human fleth is not
~the (ame fle(hy,- but that there'is one kind
of



THOH L IuS B © N 181
of ﬂefh of landmen, and another of {ea-
-men, -

PriLosoPHERS, divines, and others,
who have treated the gratlﬁcatmn of
human appetites with contempt, have,
among other inftances, infifted . very
ftrongly on that fatiety which is fo apt
‘to overtake them, even in the very act
of enjoyment. And here they more
particularly deferve our attention,. as
moft of them may be fuppofed to fpcal-:
from their own experience ;  and very
- probably gave us their leflons with a full
ftomach. Thus hunger and thirft,
whatever delight they may afford whlle
we are eating and drinking, pafs both

away from us with the plate and the
cup; and though we fhould imitate the
Romans; if indeed they were fuch dull
beaits, which I can {carce beheve, to
unload the belly like a dung-pot, in or-
der to fill it again with another load,
yet would the pleafure be fo ccmﬁder-
- ably leflened, that it would fcarce repay

us the trouble of purchafing it with
{wal-
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fwallowing a bafon of camomile tea!
A fecond haunch of venifon, or a fe-
cond dofe of turtle, would hardly allure-
~ a city glutton GiEh its {fmell. - Even the
celebrated Jew himfelf, when well fill=
ed with Calipath and Calipee, goes con-
tentedly home to tell his money, and
expects nomore pleafure from his throat '
during the next twenty-four hotrs.
Hence I {uppofe Dr. Soath took that
elegant comparifon of the joys of a {pe-
culative man to the folemn filence of an
Archimedes over a problem; and thofe

of a glutton to the ftillnefs of a fow at

her wath. A fimile, which, if it be-
came the pulpit at all, could only be-
come it in the afternoon.

WHEREAE-, in thofe potations which
the mind feems to enjoy, rather than -
the bodily appetite, there is happily no
fuch fatiety ; but the more a man drinks
the more he defires; “as if, like Mark -
Anthony in Dryden, his appetite in-
creafed with feeding, and this to fuch
an 1mmndemte degree, ut nullus fit de="

3 Jrderio
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Jiderio aut pudor aut modus. . Hence, as

with the gang of Captain Ulyfles, en--
fues fo total a transformation, that the
man no more continues what ke was.,
Perhaps he ceafes for a time to be at all;
or, tho’ he may retain the fame out-
ward form and figure he had before,
yet is his nobler part, as we are taught
to call it, fo changed, that, inftead of
being the fame man, he {carce remem-
bers what he was a few hours before.
And this transformation being once ob- -
tained, is fo eafily preferved by the fame
potations, which induce no fatiety, that
the captain in vain {ends or goes in queft
of his crew. They know him no lon ger;
or, if they do, they acknowledge not -
his power, having indeed as entirely for-
gotten themfelves, asif they had taken
a large draught of the river of Lethe.

NoRr is the captain always fure ofeven
finding out the place to which Circe
hath conveyed them. - There are many -
of thofe houfes in every port-town.
Nay, there are fome where the forcere(s -

doth
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doth not truft only to her drugs; but
hath inftruments of a different kind to
“execute her purpofes, by whofe means
the tar i1s effectually {fecreted from the
knowledge and purfuit of his captain.
This would, indeed, be very fatal, was
it.-not for one circomiftance ; that the
failor is feldom provided with the pro-
per bait for thefe harpies. However,
the contrary fometimes happens, as
thefe harpies will bite at almoft any
thing, and will {hap at a pair of filver
buttons or buckles, as furely as at the
{pecie itfelf. Nay, fometimes they are
{o voracious, that the very naked hook
will go down, and the jolly young fai-
lor 1s facrificed for his own fake.

-~ In vain, at fuch a feafon as this,
would the vows of a pious heathen
have prevailed over Neptune, Aolus,
or any other marine deity. In vain
would the prayers of a Chriftian cap-,
tain be attended with the like fuccefs.
'The wind may change, how it pleafes,
while all hands are on fhore; the an-

chor
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chor would remain firm in the gmund
and the fhip would continue in du-
" rance, unlefs, like other forcible pri-
{on-breakers, it forcibly got loofe for
no good purpofe.

Now, as the favour of winds and
courts, and fuch like, is always to be
B Bold on at - the very firft motion,
for within twenty-four hours all may
be changed again; fo in the former
cafe, the lofs of a dn}' may be the lofs
of a voyage : for, tho’ it may appearto
fome perfons not well {killed in navi-
gation, who {ee fhips meet and fail by
each other, that thc wind blows fome-
times eaft and weft, north and fouth,
backwards and forwards, at the fame
inftant; yet, certain it is, that the
land is {o contrived, that even the {fame
wind will not, like the fame horfe, al-
ways bring a man to the end of his
journey ; but, that the gale which the
mariner prayed heartily for yefterday,
he may as heartily deprecate to-mor-

TOW ; Whllﬂ all ufe and benefit, which
| would
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would have arifen 'to him from the
wefterly wind of to-morrow, may be
totally loft and thrown away, by ne-
gleCting the offer of the eafterly blatt
which blows to-day. = i

Hexce enfues grief and difreputation”
to the innocent captain, lofs and difap-
pointmeént to the worthy merchant,
and not feldom great prejudice to the
trade of a nation, whofe manufattures
are thus liable to lye unfold in a foreign
warchoufe, the market being foreftall'd-
by fome rival whofe failors are under a
better difcipline. To guard againft
thefe inconveniencies, the prudent cap-
tain takes every precaution in his pow-
er: he makes the ftrongeft contracts
with his crew, and thereby binds them
fo firmly, that none but the greateft
or leaft of men can break through them
with impun’ty: but for one of thefe
two reafons, which I will not deter-
mine, the f{ailor, like his brother fith
the eel, is too {flippery to be held, and

i ey | plunges
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planges into his clement vnth perfect
impunity,

Tﬂ fpeak a plain truth, there is no
trufting to any contraét with one whom
the wife citizens of London call a bad
man ; for, with fuch a one, tho’your
bond be ever fo ftrong, it will prove
in the end good for nothing,

WaAT then is to be done in this
cafe ? What, indeed ! but tocall in the
affiftance of that tremendous magif-
trate, the juflice of peace, who can,
and often doth lay good and bad men
in equal durance ; and, tho’ he feldom
cares to f{tretch his bonds to what is
great, never finds any thing too minute
for their detention, but will hold the
fmalleft reptile alive {o faft in his noofe,
that he can never get out ’till he is let

drop through it.

Whuy, therefore, upon the breach of
thofe contracts, fhould not an immedi-
ate application be made to the neareft

magiftrate
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magiftrate of this order, who fhould
be empower’d to convey the delinquent,
either to fhip or ¢to prifon, at the elec-
tion of the captain, to be fettered by,
the leg in either place.

“BuT, as the cafe now ftands, the
condition of this poor captain, without
any commifiion, and of this abfolute:
commander without any power, is
much worfe than we have hitherto
fhewn it to be ; for notwithftanding all
the aforefaid contra@ls’ to fail in the
good thip the Elizabeth, if the failor
fhould, for better wages, find it more
his intereft 'to go on board the better
fhip, the Mary, either before' their fet-
ting out, or on their {fpeedy meeting 'in
fome port, he may prefer the latter
without any other danger, than that of
¢ doing what he ought not to have
“ done,” contrary to a rule which he is
feldom Chriftian enough to have much
at heart, while the captain 1s generally
too good a Chriftian to punith a man
out of revenge only, when he is to be
42855, at
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at'a confiderable expence for fo doing,
There are many other deficiencies in
our laws, relating to maritime affairs,
and which would probably have been
long fince corrected, had we any fea-
men in the Houfe of Commons. Not
that I would infinuate that the legifla-
ture wants a {fupply of many gentlemen
in the fea-fervice: but, as thefe gen-
tlemen are, by their attendance in the
houfe, unfortunately prevented from
ever going to fea, and there learning
what they might communicate to their
landed blethren, thefe latter remain as
ignorant in that branch of knowl edge,
as they would be if none but courtiers.
and fox-hunters had been eleéted into
parliament, without a fingle fith among
them. The following feems. to. me to
be an effe& of this kind, and it firikes
me the ftronger, as 1 remember the
cale to have happened, and remember,
it to have been difpunifhable. A cap-
tain of a trading veflel, of which he
was part-owner, took in a largs freight
of oats at Liverpool, coni ”nd to the
markes
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market at Bear-key : this he carried toa
port in Hampfthire, and there fold it as
his own, and freighting his vefiel with
wheat for the port of Cadiz in Spain,
dropt it:at Oporto in his way, and there
felling it for his own ufe, took ina la-
ding of wine, with which he failed
again, and having converted it in the
fame manner, together with a large
fum of money with which he was en-
trufted, for the benefit of certain mer-
chants, fold the thip and cargo in an-
other port, and then wifely fat down
contented with the fortune he had
made, and returned to London to en-

oy the remainder of his days, with
the fruits of his former labfauls and a
good confcience.

Tue {um he brought home with him,
confifted of near fix thoufand pounds,
all in fpecie, and moft of it in that coin
which Portugal diftributes fo liberally
over Europe.

He



T O LISBON 191

HEe was not yet oldi enough to be
paft all fenfe of pleafure, nor fo.puff’d.
up,with the pride: of his good fortune,
as.to overlook his old acquaintances the:
journeymen taylors, from among whom
he had been formerly prefs'd into the.
{ea-fervice, and having there laid the
foundation, of his future {fuccefs, by his
{hares in prizes, had afterwards become
captain of a trading veflel, in which he
purchafed an intereft, and had foon be-
gun to trade in the honourable manner
above-mentioned. |

THE captain now took up his refi-
dence at an alehoufe in Drury-lane,
where, having all his money by him
in a trunk, he {pent above five pounds
a day among his old friends the gentle-
men and ladies of thofe parts.

 Tue merchant of Liverpool having
luckily had notice from a friend, during
the blaze of his fortune, did, by the
affiftance of a juftice of peace, without

the
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the afliftance of the law, recover his
whole lofs. The captain, however,
wifely chofe to refund no more; but
perceiving with what hafty ftrides envy
was purfuing his fortune, he took fpee-
dy ‘means to retire out of her reach,
and to enjoy the reft of his wealth in
an inglorious obfcurity ; nor could the
fame juftice overtake him time enough
to aflift a fecond merchant as hc had

donc the ﬁrft

Tui1s was a very extraordinary cafe,
and the more fo, as the ingenious gen-
tleman had freered ent1rely clear of al[

crimes’in our law.

Now, how it comes about that a rob-
bery fo very eafy to be committed, and
to which there is fuch immediate temp-
tation always before the eyes of thefe
fellows, fhould receive the encourage-
ment of Impunity, i1s to be accounted
for only from the overfight of the le-
giflature, as that overfight can only be,

7
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1 think, derived from the rcaﬁ:\ns |
have aﬁgned for it.

But I will dwell no longer on this
fubje&t. If what I have here faid
{hould feem of fuflicient confequence
to engage the attention of any man in
power, and fhould thus be the means of
applying any remedy, to the moft in-
veterate evils at leaft, I have obtained
~ my whole defire, and fhall have lain fo
long wind-bound in the ports of this
kingdom to fome purpofe. I would
indeed have this work, which, if I
{hould live to finifh it, (a matter of no
great certainty, if indeed of any great
hope to me,) will be probably the laft I
{hall ever undertake, to produce {ome
better end than the mere diverfion of
the reader.

Monday. 'TH1s day our captain went
athore, to dine with a gentleman who
lives in thefe parts, and who {o exaltly
refembles the character given by Ho-
mer of Axylus, that the only difference

K I
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I can trace between them is, the one
living by the 111ghway, ereé’ced his hof-
pitality chiefly in favour of land travel-
lers ; and the other living by the water-
ﬁde, gratifies his humanity by accom-
modating the wants of the mariner.

In the evening our commander re-
ceived a vifit from a brother captain,
who lay wind-bound in the fame har-
bour. This latter captain was a Swifs.
He was then mafter of a veffel bound
to Guinea, and had formerly been a
privatéering, when our own hero was
employed in the fame laudable fervice,
"The honefty and freedom of the Swit-
zer, his vivacity, in which he was in
no refpe&t inferior to his near neigh-
bours the French, the aukward and
affected politenefs, which was likewife
of French extra&tion, mixed with the
brutal roughnefs of the Englith tar {for
he had (erved under the colours of this
nation, and his crew had been of the
fame) made fuch an odd variety, fuch
a hotch-potch of charalter, that 1
| {hould
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thould have been much diverted with
him, had not his voice, which was as
loud as a fpeaking trumpet, unfortu-
nately made my head ake. The noife
which he conveyed into the ears of his
brother captain, who fat on one fide of
him, the foft addrefles, with which,
mixed with aukward bows, he faluted
the ladies on the other, were fo agree-
ably contrafted, that a man muft not
only have been void of all tafte of hu-
mour, and infenfible of mirth, but
duller than Cibber is reprefented in the
Dunciad, who could be unentertained
with him a little while : for, I confefs,
fuch entertainments fhould always be
very fhort, as they are very liable to
pall. But he {uffered not this to hap-
pen at prefent; for having given us
his company a quarter of an hour on-
ly, be retired, after many apologies for
the fhortnefs of his vifit,

Tuefday. Tue wind being lefs boif-
terous than it had hitherto been fince
our arrival here, feveral fithing boats,

e which
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which the tempeftuous weather yefter-
day had prevented from working, came
on board us with fith. This was fo frefh,
fo good in kind, and fo very cheap, that
we fupplied ourfelves with great num-~
bers, among which were very large
{oals at four-pence a pair, and ’whltmgs
of almoft a prepofterous fize, at nine-
pence a {core,

Tue only fith which bore any price
was a John dorée, as it is called. I
bought one of at leat four pounds
weight for as many fhillings. It refem-
bles a turbut in fhape, but exceeds it
in firmnefs and flavour.  The price had
the appearance of being confiderable;
when oppofed to the extraordinary
cheapnefs of others of value; but was,
in truth, fo very reafonable, when efti-
mated by its goodnefs, that it left me
under no other f{urprize, than how the
gentlemen of this country, not greatly
eminent for the delicacy of their tafte,
had difcovered the preference of t_he

dorée to all other fith : but I was in-
formed
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formed that Mr. Quin, whofe diftin-
guifhing tooth hath been fo juftly cele-
brated, had lately vilited Plymouth,
and had done thofe honours to the
dorée, which are {o juftly due to it from
that {e¢t of modern philofophers, who
with Sir Epicure Mammon, or Sir Epi-
cure Quin, their head, feem more to
delight in a fith-pond than in a garden,.
as the old Epicureans are faid to have
done.

UnrorTUNATELY for the fithmon~
gers of London, the dorce refides only
in thofe feas; for could any of this
company but convey one to the temple
of luxury under the Piazza, where
Macklin the high prieft daily ferves up
his rich offerings to that goddefs, great
would be the reward of that fithmon-
ger in blefiings poured down upon him
from the goddels ; as great wouid his
merit bs towards the high prielt; who
could never be thought to over-rate
fuch valuable 1ncenfe.

Kj AxND
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Anp here having mentioned the ex-
treme cheapnefs of fith in the Devon-
thire fea, and given fome little hint of
the extreme dearnefls with which this
commodity is difpenfed by thofe who
deal in it in London, I cannot pafs on
without throwing forth an obfervation
or two, with the fame view with which
I have fcattered my feveral remarks
through this voyage, fufficiently fatis-
fied in having ﬁm[hed my life, ‘as 1T
have, probably loftit, in the fervice of
my country, from the beft of motives,
tho’ it fhould be attended with the
worft of fuccels. Ends are always
in our power; means are very feldom

{o.

Or all the animal foods with which
man 1s furnifhed, there are none f{o
plenty as fith. A little rivulet, that
glides almoft unperceived through a vaft
tract of rich land, will fupport more
hundreds with the flefh of its inhabi-

tants than the meadow will nourith in-
dividuals.
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dividuals. But if this be true of rivers,
it i1s much truer of the f{ea fhores,
WhICh abound with fuch immenfe va-
riety of fith, that the curious fither-
man, after he hath made his draught,
often culls only the daintieft part, and
leaves the 1ei’£ of his prey to phr:{h on
the fhore. |

~Ir this be true, it would appear, I
think, that there is nothing which
_-mlrrht be had in fuch abundance and
confequently fo cheap, as fith, of
which nature feems to have provided
{uch inexhauftible ftores with fome pe-
caliar defign. In the production of
terreftrial animals, fhe proceeds with
fuch flownefs, that in the larger kind,
a fingle female feldom produces more
than one a year, and this again requires
three, four, or five years more to bring
it to perfeCtion. And tho’ the leffer
quadrupeds, thofe of the wild kind
particularly, with the birds, do multi-
ply much fafter, yet can none of thefe
‘bear any proportion with the aquatic

K4 " animals,
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}m:mals, of whom every female matrix
is faroithed with an annual off’sprmg,
almoft exceedmcr the power of num-
bers, and wh1c_:h in many inftances at
leaft, a fingle year is capable of bring-
g to fome degree of maturity.

WuouaT then ought In general to te
fo plentiful, what {fo cheap as fith?
What then fo properly the food of the
poor ! So in many places they are, and
fo might they always be in great cities,
which are always fituated near the fea,
or on the conflux of large rivers, Fow
comes it then, to look no farther
abroad for inftances, that in our city of
London the cafe 1s fo far otherwife,
that except that of fprata, there is not
one poor palate in a hundred that knows

the taite of fith.

IT is true, indeed, that this tafle is
generally of fuch excellent flavour,
that it exceeds the power of French
cookery to treat the palates of the rich-
with any thing more exquifitely deli-

UGN 3
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cate; fo that was fith the common
food of the poor, it might put them
too much upon an equality with their
betters, in the great article of eating,

1n whmh, at prefent, in the opinion of
fome, the great difference in happinefs
between man and man cenfifts, Buat
this argument I fhall treat with the ut-
moft difdain : for if ortolans were as
big as buftards, and at the fame time
as plenty as {parrows, I fthould hold it
. yet reafonable to indulge the poor with
the dainty, and that for this ciufe efpe-
cially, that the rich would foon find'a
fparrow, if as fcarce as an ortolin, to
be much the greater, as it would cer-
tainly be the rarer dainty of the two.

Vanity or fearcity will be always
the favourite of luxury, but honeft
hunger will be fatisfied with plenty.
Not to fearch deeper into the caufe of
the evil, I fhall think it abundantly
fufficient to propofe the remedies of it.
And, firft, I bumbly {ubmit the abfo-

lute ncceﬁity of lmmedlthly h'lnfrmw
5 e aH
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all the ﬁfhmongers within the bills of
mortality ; and however it might have
been fome time ago the opinion of
mild and temporizing men, that the
~evil complained of might be removed
by gentler methods, I fuppofe at this
day there are none who do not fee the
impoflibility of ufing fuch with any ef-
tfe&.  Cunéla prius tentanda might have
been formerly urged with fome plaufi-
bility, but Cunila prius tentata may
now be replied : for furely if a few
“monopolizing fithmongers could defeat
that excellent {cheme of the Weftmin-
{ter market, to the erecting which fo
“many juftices of peace, as well as other
wife and learned men, did fo vehe-
mently apply themfelves, that they
might be truly faid not only to have
laid the -whole ftrength of their heads,
but of their thoulders too, to the bufi-
nefs, it would be a vain endeavour for
any other body of men to attempt to
remove {o ftubborn a nufance.

e
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~vo]r it fhould be doubted, whether we
can bring th's cafe within the letter of
any captital law now fubfifting 7 I am
athamed to own it cannot ; for furely
no crime better deferves_{uch punifh-
ment ; but the remedy may, neverthe-
lefs, be immediate, and if a law was
made the beginning of next {effions, to
take place immediately, by which the
ftarving thoufands of poor was declared
to be felony, without benefit of clergy,
“the fithmongers would be hanged be-
fore the end of the feffions,

A seconp method of filling the
mouths of the poor, if not with loaves,
at leaft with fithes, 1s to defire the ma-
giftrates to carry into execution one, at
leaft, out of neara hundred acts of par-
liament, for preferving the {mall fry of
the river of Thames, by which means
as few fith would fatisfy thoufands, as
may now be devoured by a fmall num-
ber of individuals. But while a fither-
man can break through the ftrongeft

K 6 methes
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mefhes” of an act of parliament; we
may be afltired he will learn fo to con-
trive his own methes, thatthe finalleft

fry will not be able to fwim thmugh
them -

OTHER methods may, we doubt
not, be fuggefted by thofe who fhall
attentwely confider the evil here hinted

; but we have dwelt too long on it
already, and thall conclude with ob-
ferving, that it is difficult to affirm,
whether the atrocity of the evil 1‘tff:1f
the facility of curing it, or the fh‘aine-
“ful neglet "of the cure, be the more
'ﬁ:andaldus of more aﬁonifbiﬂg.

AFTER having, however, glahouﬂy
regaled mylelf with this food, I was
wathing it down with fome gogd cla-
ret, with tny wife and her friend in the
cabin, when the captain returned from
his vifit a little elevated with fome
champaign, which, as it coft his Swifs
brother little or nothmg he dtfpenfed
a,t his table more liberally than our hof-

pitable
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pitable - Englith nobleman put about
thofe bottles, which the ingenious Pe-
ter Taylor teaches a led captain to avoid,
by diftinguithing by the name of that
generous liquor, which all humble com-
panions are taught to poftpone to the
ﬂ.woul of Methuen, or honeft Port,

HOWEVER, our commander being,
as I oblerved, in great {pirits, we fpent
the reft of tlus day with much chearful-
nefs, the ladies bemg a little recovered
from their fea-ficknefs.

Wednefday the 26th. TH1s morning
the captain dreft himfelf in fcarlet, in
order to pay a vifit to a Devonthire fqune
to whom a captain of a thip is a gueft
of no ordinary confequence, as he is a
ftranger and a gentleman who hath feen
a great deal of the world in foreign parts
and knows all the news of the times.

" Tue {quire, therefore, was to fend
his boat for the captain; buta moft un-
fortunate accident happened : for, as

the
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the wind was ex'remely rough, and a-
gainft the hoy, while this was endea-
vouring to avail itfelf of great feaman-
{hip, in hawling up againft the wind,

a fudden fquall carried off fail and yard ;

or, at leaft, fo difabled them, that they
were no longer of any ufe, and unable
to reach the thip: but the captain, from
the deck, faw his hopes of venifon dif-
appointed, and was forced cither to ftay
on board his thip, or to hoift forth his
own long-boat, which he could not
prevail with himfclf to think of, ' tho’
the {mell of the venifon had had twenty
times its attraCtion. He did, indeed,
love his thip as his wife, and his boats
as children, and never willingly trufted
the latter, poor things! to the dangers

of the feas.

To fay truth, notwithftanding the
ftriét rigour wnh which he preferved-
the d;gmty of his ftation, and the hafty
impatience with which hs refented any
affront to his perfon or orders, difobe-

dience to which he could in no inftance
br ulk A
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bruik in any perfon on board, he was
one of the beft natur’d fellows alive.
. He alted the part of a father to his fail-
ors; he exprefled great tendernefs for
any of them when ill, and never fuffer-
ed any the leaft work of {upererogati-
on to go unrewarded by a glafs of gin.
He even extended his humanity, if I
may fo call it, to animals, and even his
cats and kittens had large fhares in his
affeGtions. -An inftance of which we
{aw this evening, when the cat, which
had fhewn it could not be drowned, was
found fuffocated under a feather-bed in
the cabin, upon which occafion he ex-
preft a concern which teftified great
goodnefs of heart. Nay, he carried his
fondnefs even to inanimate objects, of
twhich we have abcve fet down a preg-
nant example, in his demonftration of
love and tendernefs towards hisboats and
thip. He {poke of a thip which he had
commanded formerly, and which was
long fince no more, which he had call-
ed the Princefs of Brafil, as a widower
of a deceafed wife. 'This fhip, after

having
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having followed the honeft bufinefs of
carrying goods and paffengers for hire
many years, did at laft take to evil
courfes and turn privateer, 1n which fer-
vice, to ufe his own words, fhe receiv-
ed many dreadful wounds, which he
himfelf had felt, asif they had been his

OWIl,

Thurfday. As the wind did not yef-
terday difcover any purpofe of fhifting,
and the water in my belly grew trouble-
fom, and rendered me thort-breathed ;
I began a fecond time to have appre-
henfions of wanting the afliftance of a
trochar, when none was to be found:
I therefore concluded to be tapped a-
gain, by way of precaution; and ac-
cordingly I this morning fummoned on
board a furgeon from a neighbouring
parith, one whom the captain greatly
recommended, and who drd indeed per-
form his office with much dexterity.
He was, I believe likewife, a man of
great judgment and knowledge in the
profeflion ; but of this I cannot {peak

with
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with pelfeét certainty ; for when he
was going to open on the dropfy at
large, and on the particular degree of
the diftemper under which I laboured,
I was obliged to ftop him fhort, for the
wind was Changcd, and the captain in
‘the utmoft hurry to depart; and to de-
fire him, inftead of his opinion, to affift
“me with his execution.

I wAs now once more delivered from
my burthen, which was not indeed {o
great as I had apprehended, wanting
two quarts of what was let out at the
laft operation.,

WmiLe the furgeon was drawing a-
way my water, the failors were drawing
up the anchm both were finifhed at
the fame time, we unfurled our fails,
and foon paffed the Berry-tead, which
forms the mouth of the bm,

WE had not however failed far, when
the wind, which had, tho’ with a {low
pace, keptus company about fix miles,

{uddenly
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fuddenly turned about, and offered to
condudt us back again: a favour, which,
tho’ forely againit the grain, we were
obliged to accept.

-NotHING remarkable happened this
day ; for as to the perfuafion of the cap-
tain, that he was under the fpell of
witcheraft, I would not repeat it too
often, left any one thould imagine, that
he had real faith in witches: but the
truth was, his patience, which he had
before compared to that of Job, was
wore out, tho’ indeed he talked of no-
thing elfe, and feemed not only to be
fatishied in general of his being bewitch-
ed, but a&ually to have fixed, with good
certainty, on the perfon of the witch,
whom, if he had lived in the days of
Sir Matthew Hale, he would have in-
fallibly indic¢ted, and very poflibly have
hanged for the deteftable {in of witch-
craft. But that law, and the whole
doétrine that fupported it, are now out
of fathion; and witches, as a learned
divine once chofe to exprefs himfelf,

are
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are put down Dby alt of parliament.
This witch, 'In the captain’s opinton,
was no other than Mrs. Humphrys, of
Ryde, who, as he mfinuated, out of
anger to me, for not fpending more
money in her houfe than fhe could pro-
duee any thing to'exchange for, or any
pretence to charge for, had laid this

fpell on his fhip.

THo we were again got near our
harbour by th ee in the aftunoon, yet
it feemed to require a full hour or more,
before we could come to our former
place of anchoring, or birth, as the cap-
tan called'it.  On this occafion we ex-
emplified one of the few advantages,
which the travellers by water have over
‘the travellers by land. What would
the latter often give for the fight of one
of thofe hofpitable manfions, where he
is aflured, that there is good entertain-
ment _for man and horfe; and where both
may confequently promife themfelves to
affuage that hunger which exercife

(/18
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is fo fure to raife in a healthy confti-
tution.

AT their arrival at this manfion, how
much happier is the ftate of the horfe
than that of the mafter? The former is
immediately led to his repaft, fuch as
it 1s, and whatever it is, he falls to it
with appetite. But the latter is in a
much worle fituation. His hunger,
however violent, is always in fome de-
oree delicate, and his food muft have
fome kind of ornament, or as the more
ufual phrafr. is, of drefling, to recom-
mend it. Now all drefling requires
time; and therefore, tho” perhaps, the
fhacp might be juft killed before you
came to the inn, yet in cutting him up,
fetching the joint, which the landlord
by miftake faid he had in the houfe,
from the butcher at two miles diftance,
and afterwards warming it a little by the
fire, two hours at lealt muft be confum-
ed, while’ hunger, for want of better
food, preys all the time on the vitals of

the man.
' How
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How different was the cafe with us?
we carried our provifion, our kitchen,
and our cook with us, and we were at
one and the fame time travelling on our
road, and fitting down to a repai% of fifh,
Wlth which the greateft table in London
can {carce at any rate be fupplied.

Friday. As we were difappointed of
our wind, and obliged to return back
the precedmg evening, we refolved to
extract all the good we could out of our
misfortune, and to add confiderably to
our frefh ftores of meat and bread, with
which we were very indifferently pro-
vided when we hurried away yefterday,
By the captain’s advice we likewife laid
in {fome ftores of butter, which we falt-
ed and potted ourfelves, for our unie at
Lifbon, and we had great reafon after-
wards to thank him for his advice.

In theafternoon, I perfuaded my wife,
whom it was no eafy matter for me to

force from my fide, to take a walk on
fhore,
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fhore, whither the gallant captain declar-
ed he was ready to attend her. Accord-
mgly, the ladies fet out, and left meto
enjoy a {weet and comfortable nap after
thc operation of the preceding day

Tuus we enjoyed our feparate plea-
fures full three hours, when we met
again; and my wife gave the foregoing
account of the gentleman, whom 1 have
before compared to Axylus, and of his
habitation, to both which fhe had been
introduced by the captain, in the IhIt:
of an old friend and acquaintance.

Saturday. EARLY this morning the
wind feemed inclined to Change N our
favour. Our alert captain {natched its
very firft motion, and got under f{ail
with fo very gentle a breeze, that as the
tide was againft him, he recommended
to a fithing-hoy to bring after him a vaft
falmon, and fome other provifions which
lay ready for him on fhore.

OuR
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Our anchor was up at fix, and
before nine in the morning we had
doubled the Berry-head, and were ar-
rived off Dartmouth, having gone full
three miles in as many hours, in direct
oppofition to the tide, which only be-
friended us out of our harbour; and
tho’ the wind was, perhaps, our friend,
it was {o-very filent, and exerted itfelf
{o little in our favour, that, like fome
cool partifans, it was difficult to fay
whether it was with us or againdt us.
The captain, however, declared the
former to be the cafe, during the whole
three hours; but at laft he perceived his
error; or rather, perhaps, this friend,
which had hitherto wavered in chufing
his fide, became now more determined.
The captain then fuddenly tacked about,
and afferting that he was bewitched,
{ubmitted to return to the place from
whence he came. Now, though I am
as free from fuperflition as any man
breathing, and never did believe in
witches, notwithftanding all the excel-

' lent
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lent arguments of my Lord Chief Juf-

tice Hale in their favour, and long be-
fore they were put down by a& of par-
liament, yet by what power a fhip of
burthen fhould fail three miles againt
both wind and tide, I cannot conceive;
unlefs there was fome fupernatural in-
terpofition in the cafe:  nay, could we
admit that the wind ftood neuter, the
difficulty would ftill remain. So that
we muft of neceflity conclude, thatthe
thip was cither bewinded or bewitched,

THE captain, perhaps, had another
meaning. He imagined himfelf, I be-
lieve, bewitched, becaufe the wind, in-
ftead of perfevering in its change in his
favour, for change it certainly did that
morning, fhould fuddenly rcturn to its
favourite flation, and blow him back
towards the bay - But if this was his
opinion, he foon faw caufe to alter; for
he had not meafured half the way back,
when the wind again declared in his fa-
vour, and fo loudly that there was na .
poflibility of being miftaken. | #in

| 2 Tur
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“TuE orders for the fecond tack were
given, and obeyed with much more
alacrity, than thole had been for the
firft. We were all of us indeed in high
{pirits on the occafion ; though fome of
us a little regreted the good things we
were Hkely to leave behind us by the
fitherman’s neglect: I might give it a
worfe name, for he faithfully promifed
to execute the commifiion, which he
had had abundant opportunity to do;
but Nautica fides deferves as much to
be proverbial, as ever Punica fides could
formerly have done. Nay, when we
confider that the Carthaginians came
from the Phenicians, who are fuppofed
to have produced the firft mariners, we
may probably fee the true reafon of
the adage, and it may open a field of
very curious difcoveries to the antiqua-
rian.

We were, however, too eagerto pur-
{ue our voyage, to fuffer any thing we
left behind us to interrupt our happi-

L nefs,
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nefs,” which indeed many agreeable cir- -
comftances confpired to advance. - The
weather was inexpreflibly pleafant, and
we were all feated on the deck, when
our canvas began to {well with the wind.
We had likewife in our view above
thirty other fail around us, all in the
fame fituation. ~ Here an obfervation
occurred to me which, perhaps, though
extremely obvious, did not offer itfelf
to every individual in our little fleet =
when 1 perceived with what different
fuccefs we proceeded, under the influ-
ence of a {uperior power, which while
we lay almoft idle ourfelves, pufhed us
forward on our intended voyage, and
compared this with the flow progrefs
which we had made in the morning, of
ourfelves and without any fuch affift-
ance, I could not help refleCting how
often the greateft abilities lie wind-
bound as it were in life; or if they
venture out, and attempt to beat the
{eas, they ftruggle in vain againft wind
and tide ; and if they have not fuffi-
cient prudence to put back, are moft

probably
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probably caft away on the rocks and
quickfands, which are every day ready
to devour them. .

It was now our fortune to fet out
melioribus avibus, 'The wind frethned
forbritkly in our poop, that the thore
appeared to move from us, as faft aswe
did from the fhore. "The captain de-
clared he was fure of 2 wind, meaning
its continuance ; but he had di fappﬂmt-
ed us fo often, that he had lot all
credit. - However, he kept his word a
little better now, and we loft fight of
our native land, as jovfully, at leait,
as it is ufual to regain it.

Sunday. 'THE next morning, the
captain told me he thought himfelf
thirty miles to the weftward of Ply-
mouth, and before evening declared
that the Lizard point, which is the ex-
tremity of Cornwall, bore {everal
leagues to leeward. Nothing remarka-
ble paft this day, except the captain’s
devotion, who, in his own phrafe,
Wl L2 {ummoned



220 AVOY‘AGE

fummoned all hands to pmyers, whzch
were read by'a common failor ‘upon
deck, with ‘more devout force and ad-
drefs, than they are commonly read by
a country curate, and recetved with
more decency and attention by the fai-
lors than are ufually preferved in city
congregations. I am, indeed, affured
that if any fuch affected dift egard of the.
{folemn office in which they were en-
gaged, as I have feen practifed by fine
sentlemen and ladies, exprefling a kind
of apprehenfion left they (hould be fuf-
pected of being really in earneft in their
devotion, had been fhewn here, they
would have contracted the contempt
of the whole audience. To fay the
truth, from what I obferved in the be-
'havlour of the failors in this voyage,
and on c0mpar1nﬂ" it with what I have
fmrmerly feen of them at fea and on
thore, 1 am convinced that on land
there is nothing more idle and difiolute ;
i their own element, there are no per=-
fons near the level of their degree, who
live in the conftant prac&ice of half fo

many
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many good qualities, They are, for
much the greater part, perfet mafters
of their bufinefs, and always extremely
alert, and ready in executing it, with-
out any regard to fatigue or hazard:
The foldiers themfelves are not better
difciplined, nor more obedient to orders
than thefe whillt aboard; they {ubmit
to every difficulty which attends their
calling with chearfulnefs, and no lefs
virtues than patience and fortitude are
excrcifed -by them every day of their
lives,

~Arv thefe good qu'ﬂ:tms however,
they always leave behind them on {h:p—
;_boa;d the failor cut of water 18,1 s
deed, as wretched an animal as the fith
out of water; for tho’ the former hath
in common with amphibious animals
the bare power of exifting on the land,
yet if he be kept there any time, he
never fails to become a nufance,

. ‘THE {hip h'aving had a gt:n:)d deal of
motion Gnce the was laft under fail, our
L 3 WOmen
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women returned to their ficknefs, and I
to my folitude; having, for twenty-four
hours together, fcarce opened my lips
to a fingle perfon. This eircomitance
of being fhut up within the circumfe-
rence of a few yards, with a fcore of
human creatures, with not one of
whom it was pofiible to converfe, was
perhaps {o rare, as fcarce ever to have
happened before, nor could 1t ever
happen to one who difliked it more
than myfelf, or to myfelf at a feafon
when 1 wanted more food for my fo-
cial difpofition. To this accident, which
fortune apened to me in the Downs,
“was owing the firft ferious thought
which I ever entertained. of enroling
myfelf among the voyage-writers ;
fome of the moft amufing pages, if in-
deed there be ary which deferve that
name, were pofiibly the production of
the moft difagreeable hours which ever
haunted the author.

Monday. AT noon the captain took

an - obf; f:rvat.on, by wh:ch it appeared
that
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that Ufhant bore fome leagues north-
ward of us, and that we were  juft en-
tering the bay of Bifcay. We had ad-
vanced a very few miles in this bay be-
fore we were entirely becalmed; we
furl’d our fails, as being of no ufe to us,
while'we lay in this moit difagreeable
fituation, more detefted by the failors
than the moft violent tempeflt : we were
alarmed with the lofs of a fine piece of
falt beef, which had been hung in the
fea to frethen it ; this being, it feems,
the ftrange property of {ait water.. The
thief was immediately {ufpected, and
prefently - afterwards taken. by the fai-
lors.  He was indeed no other than a
huge fhark, who, not knowing when
he was well off, fwallowed another
piece of beef, together with a great
iron crook on which it was hung,
and by which he was dragged into the
thip.

I smourp {carce have mentioned the
catching this fhark, though fo exactly
conformable to the rules and practice

L 4 of
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of voyage-writing, had it not' been- for
a ftramge circumftance that attended it.
This was the recovery of the ftolen
beef out of the fhark’s maw, where it
lay unchewed and wundigefted, and
whence being conveyed into the pot,
the fleth, and the thief that had ftoln
it, joined together in furnithing variety
to the thip’s crew.

During this calm we likewtle found
the maft of a large veffel, which the
captain had thought had lain at leaft
three years in the fea. It was ftuck all
over with a little fthell-fith or reptile
called a barnacle, and which  probably
arc the prey of the rock-fith, as our
captain calls it, aflerting that it is the
fineft fith in the world ; for which we
are obliged to confide entirely in his
talte ; for, though he ftruck the fifh
with a kind of harping iron, -and
wounded him, Iam convinced, to death,
yet he could not peflefs himfelf of his
body; but the poor wretch efcaped to

linger
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linges.out a few hOUiS WIII;I probahly
_great EOSMERLSH; ~anflonuoun STmE {: £
nsloh oflt T boanw 2k
- Inthe evemng our wind returmed,
a.nd fo brifkly, that we ran upwardmf
twenty - leagues before the next day’s
[‘Tmfday s]- Obfervanon, which brought
us. to lat. 47°. 42", The captaincpros
mifed us 2 very {peedy paflage througlht
the bay; but he deceived us, or the
wind deceived him, for.it {o flackened
at fun-fet, that it fcarce carried us amile
in an hour dusing the_whalei.&ﬁcceedingf
night. Sy by o 21537 =---m‘:’.f
%d%g[dgy A GALE fir uck up a Iit—
tle after fun-rifing, which carried us
between:; three or four knots’ or ‘miles
an hour. We were this day at noon
about the middle of the bay of -Bifcay,
when the wind once more deferted us,
and we were {o entirely becalmed, that
we did not advance a mile in many
hours. My frefh-water reader will
perhaps conceive no unpleafant idea
from shiscalm ; but it affeCted us much
- more
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more than a ftorm could have’done ;

far as the irafcible pafﬁons of men are
apt to fwell with indignation Tong aftcr
the injury which firft raifed them ‘is
over, fo fared it with the fea. It rofe
mountains htgh and lifted our poor
thip up and down, backwards and for-
wards, with fo violent an emotion,
that there was {carce a2 man in the fhip
better able to ftand than myfelf. Every
utenfil in our cabin rolled up and down,

as we thould have rolled ourfelves, had
not our chairs been faft lathed to the
-ﬂ{JDl In this fitwation, with our ta-
bles 1i kewife faftened by ropes, the cap-
‘tain and myfelf took our meal with
{ome difﬁcultv, and fwallowed a little
of our broth for we fpilt much ‘the
vreater part, The rernamder of our
dinner being an old lean, tame duck
roafted, I regreted but little the lofs of,

my teeth not being good enough to have
chewed 1t.

Our women, who. began to creep
out of their I"GIeS inthe mormn , retired
agaiu
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again within the cabin to their beds,
and were no more heard of thlS day.. in
which my whole comfort was to find,
by the captain’s relation, that the fwel-
ling was fometimes much worfe; he
did, indeed, take this occafion to be
more cominunicative than ever, and in-
formed me of fuch mifadventures that
had befallen him within forty-fix years
at fea, as might frighten a very bold
{pirit from undertaking even the thorteft
voyage. Were thefe indeed but uni-
verfally known, our matrons of qua-
lity would pofiibly be deterred from
venturing their tender offspring at fea ;
by which means our nayy would lofe the
honour of many a young cmnmndore,
who at twenty-two is better verfed in
maritime affairs than real {eamen are

made by experience at fixty.

Axp this may, perhaps, appear the
more extraordinary, ‘as the education of
both feems to be pretty much the fame;
neither of them having had their cou-

raf:re tricd by ‘vunl S dcfcrlptlon of a
0 ﬁorm,
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ftorm, (in “which, infpired ashe was, I

dﬂubt whether Uut‘ ca_ptam doth nﬁt ex—

ceed hlm.

5 e

I8 the ‘evening the ’wmd wlnch
continned in the N. W. again frefh-
ened, and that fo brifkly that cape Fi-
Tifter appeared by this day’s obferva-
tion to bear a few miles to the fouth-
ward. We now indeed f{ailed, or ra-
-ther flew, near ten knots an hosar ; and
‘the captain, in the redundancy of his
“good humour, declared he would go to
church at Lifbon on Sunday next, for
‘that he was fure of a wind ; and in-
deed we all firmly believed him. But
the event again contradicted him : for
we were again vifited by a calm in the
evening.

But here, tho’ our voyage was re-
tarded, we were entertained with a
{cene which as no one can behold with-
out going to fea, {o no one can form an

“idea of any thing equal to it on fhore.
We were feated on the deck, women

and
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and, all, /in. the ferenelt . evening, that
can be lmagmed Not a fingle cloud
prefented itfelf to our view, and the fun
himfelf was the only obje& which en-
erofled our whole attention. - He did
indeed fet with a majefty which is in-
capable of ' defcription, with which,
while the Rorizon was yet blazing with
elory, our eyes were called off to the
oppofite part to furvey the moon, which
was then at full, and which in rifing
prefented us wnh the fecond object that
this world hath offered to our: vifion.
Compared to thefe the pageantry B
theatres, or fplendor of courts, are

- fights almoft below the regard of Chl].-

dren.

WEe did not return from the deck till
late in the evening : the weather being
inexpreflibly pleafant, and fo warm,
that even my old diftemper percewed
the alteration of the climate. There
was indeed a {well, but nothing com-
parable to what we had felt before, and

2 ¥ i
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it affeCted us on the deck much lefs
than in the cabin. |

Friday. Tuz calm continued till fun-
rifing, when the wind likewife arofe ;
but, unluckily for us, it came from a
wrong quarter : it was S. S. E. which
is that very wind which Juno would
have folicited of Afolus, had /Aneas
been in our latitude bound for Lif-
bon.

THE captain now put on his moft
melancholy afpect, and refumed his
former opinion, that he was bewitched.
He declared, with great folemnity, that
- this was worfe and worfe, for that a
wind directly 1n his teeth was worle
than no wind at all. Had we purfued
the courfe which the wind per{fuaded us
to take, we had gone diretly for New-
foundland, 1if we had not fallen in with
Ireland in our way. Two ways re-
mained to avoid this; one was to put
intc a port of Galicia ; the other; to
beat to the weftward with as little fail
JTT Y as
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as poffible ; and this was our captain’s
election. Rl

As for us, poor paflengers, any port
would have been welcome to us; efpe-
cially as not only our freth provifions,
except a great number of old ducks and
fowls, but even our bread was come to
an end, and nothing but fea bifcuit
remained, which I could not chew.
So that now, for the firft time in my

life, I faw what it was to wanta bit of
bread. '

'THe wind, however, was not {0
unkind as we had apprehended; but
having declined with the fun, it chang-
ed ‘at the approach of the moon, and
became again favourable to us ; tho’ fo
gentle, that the next day’s obfervation
carried us very little to the fouthward of
cape Finifter. This evening at fix the
wind, which bad been very quiet all
day, rofe very high, and continuing in
our favour, drove us feven kgmots an
hour. ,

THIs
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THIS day we faw a fa:! the ﬂnly
one, as 1 heard of, we had ILen N our.
swhole paffage through the bay. I mien-
tion this on account of what appeared
to me fomewhat extraordinary. Tho
the was at fuch a diftance that I could,
only perceive the was a fhip, the failors
ducovered the was a fnow bound to a
port in Gaacza

Szmdﬂy AFTER prayers, which our
good captam read on the deck with an
audible voice, Wc found ourfelves far -
advanced in 429, and the captain de-
clared we thould fup off Porte. We
had not much wind thlS day ; but, as
this was directly in our favour, we made
it up with fail, of which we crowded
all we had. We went only at the rate
of four miles an hour, but with {o un-
ealy a motion, continually rolling from
ﬁde to fide, that I fuffered more than I
had done in our whole voyage; my
bowels being almoft twified out of my
belly. - However, the day was very fe-

rene
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rene and bright, and the captain, who
was in high {pirits, affirmed he had ne-
ver paffed a pleafanter at fea.

Tue wind continued {o briﬂ{that we
ran upward of fix knots an hour thel
whole night.

Monday. IN the morning, our cap-
tain concluded that he was got into lat.
40°%, and was very little thort of the
Burlings, as they are called in the
charts.  We came up with them at five
i theafternoon,beingthe firt landwehad
diftin¢tly feen fince we left Devonthire,”
They confift of abundance of little
rocky iflands, a little diftant from  the
fhore, three of them only fhewing
themielves abﬂve the water.

-~ Here the Portuguefe maintain a kind
of garrifon, if we may allow it that
name. It confifts of malefa&ors, who
arc banithed hither for a term, for di-
vers fmall offences. A policy which
they may have copied from the Egyp-

tians,
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tians, as we may read in Diodorus Si-
culus. That wife people, to prevent
the corruption of good manners by evil
communication, built a town on the
Red Sea, whither they tranfported a
great number of their criminals, having
firft fet an indelible mark on them, o
prevent their returning and mixing with

Lhc fober part of their citizens.

THuEsE rocks lie about fifteen leagues
north-weft of cape Roxent ; or, as it is
commonly called, the rock of Lifbon ;
which we paft carly the next morning.
The wind, indeed, would have carried
us thither fooner ; but the captain was
not in a hurry. ‘This i1s a very high
mountain, fituated on the northern fide
of the mouth of the river Tajo, which
rifing above Madrid, in Spain, and {oon
becoming navigable for fmall craft,
empties itfelf, after a long courfe, into
the {ea, about four }eagues belaw

Lifbon.
OnN
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- On the fummit of the rock ftands
a hermltage, which is now 1n the pot-
feflion of .an Englifhman, who was
formerly mafter of a veflel trading to
Lifbon ; and, having changed his re-
ligion- and his manners, tne latter of
which, at leaft; were none of the beft,
betook himfelf to. this place, in order
to do penance for his fins. e isnow
very old, and hath inhabited this her-
mitage for a great number of years,
during which he hath received foire
countenance from the royal family ; and
particularly from the late queen dow-
ager, whofe piety refufes no trouble ox
expence by which fhe miay make a
profelyte ; being ufed to fay, that the
faving one foul would repay all the en-
deavours of her 11fe

Here we waited for the tide, and
had the pleafure of furveying the face
of the country, the foil of which, at
this feafon, exactly refembles an old
brick kill, or a field where the green-

{ward
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fward is pared up and fet a-burning
rather a-fimoaking, in little heaps; to
manure the land.  This fight will, per-
haps, ef all others, make an Enghfh-
man proud of and pleafed with his own
country, which in verdure excels, I
believe, every other country. Another
deﬁmency here, is, the want of large
trees, nothing above a thrub being here
to be difcovered in the circumference of
many miles.

AT this place we took a pilot on
bord, wh{} being the firft Portuguefe
we fpoke to, gave us an inftance of that
religious obfervance which is paid by
all nations to their laws: for, whereas
it is here a capital offence to affift any
perfon 1n going on fhore from a foreign
veflel, before it hath been examined,
and every perfon in it viewed by the
magiftrates of health, asthey are called,
this worthy pilot, for a very fmall re-
ward, rowed the Portuguefe prieit to
fhore at this place, beyond which he
did not dare to advance ; and, in ven-

turing
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turing ‘whither he had g:ven fufﬁmenn
tef’ctmony of love for hlS natwe coun-~

try.'

"WE did not enter the Tajo till noon,
when after pafling feveral old caftles;
and other buildings, which had greatly
the afpe&t of ruins, we came to the
caftle of Bellifle, where we had a full
profpect of Lifbon, and were indeed
within three miles of it,

HerEe we were faluted with a gun
which was a fignal tq pafs no farther,
till we had complied with certain cere-
monies, which the laws of this countr
require to be obferved by all thips which
arrive in this port. We were obliged
then to caft anchor, and expe& thear-
rival of the officers of the cuftoms, with-

out whofe pafiport no fhip muft pro-
ceed farther than this place.

Here likewife we receivcd a vifit
from one of thofe magiftrates of health
before-mentioned. He refufed to come

on
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on board the fhip, till every perfon in:
her had been drawn up on deck; and
perfonally viewed by him.  This occa=
fioned fome delay on my part, as it
was not the work of a minute to lift
me from the cabin to the deck. The
captain thought my particular: cafe
might have been excufed from this ce-
remony ; and that it would be abun-
dantly fufficient if the magiftrate, who
was obliged afterwards to vifit the ca-
bin, furveyed me there. But this-did
"not fatisfy the magiftrate’s firit regard
to his duty. When he was told of my
lamenefs, he called out with a voice of
authority, ¢Let him be brought up,’
and his orders-were prefently complied
with. He was indeed a perfon of great
dignity, as well as of moft exact fidelity
i the difcharge of his truft. Both
which are the more admirable, as his
falary is lefs than 30 1. Englith per

arnim.

Berorz a thip hath been vi‘ﬁted-.'by
one of thofe magiftrates, no perfon can
lawfully
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lawfully go on/board her ; nor can any
on board depart from her. This I faw
exemplified in a remarkable inflanee.
The young lad, whom I have menti-
oned as one of our paflengers, was here
met by his father, who, on the firft
news of the captain’s arrival, came
from Lifbon to Bellifle in a boat, being
eager to embrace a fon whom he had
not feen for many years. But when he
came along-fide our fhip, neither did
the father dare afcend, nor the fon de-
fcend, as the magiftrate of health had -
not been yet on board.

SomEe of my readers will, perhaps,
admire the great caution of this policy,
fo nicely calculated for the prefervation
of this country from all peftilential dif-
termpers.  Others will as probably re-
oard it as too exact and formal to be
conftantly perfifted in, in feafons of the
utmoft fatety, as well as in times of
danger. I will not decide either way ;
but will content myfelf with obferving,
that I never yet {aw or heard of a place

I where
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where a traveller had {6 much trouble
given him at his landing as here. The
only ufe of which, as all fuch matters,
begin and end in form only, is to put
it into the power of low and mean fel-
lows to be either rudely officious, or
grofsly corrupt, as they thall fee occa-
fion to prefer the gratlﬁcatmn of their
pride or of their avarice.

Or this kind, likewife, is that power
which is lod ged with other officers here,
of taking away every grain of {nuff, and
every leaf of tobacco, brought hither
from other countries, tho’ only for the
temporary ufe of the perfon, during his
refidence here. This is executed with
greatinfolence, and as it is in the hands
of the dregs of the people, very {can-
daloufly : for, under pretence of {earch-
ing for tobacco and fnuff, they are fure
to fteal whatever they can find, info-
much that when they came on board
our failors addrefs’d us in the Covent-
Garden language, ¢ Pray, gentlemen
¢ and ladies, take care of your {words

¢ and
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¢ and watches:” Indeed I never yet faw
any thing equal to the contempt ‘and
hatred which our honeft tars every mo-
ment exprefs’d for thefe Portuguefe offi-
cers, '

A1 Bellifle lies buried Catherine of
Arragon, widow of Prince Arthur,
eldeft {on of our Henry VII. afterwards
married to, and divorced from, Henry
VIIIL. Clofe by the church where her
remains- are depofited, 1s:a large con-
vent of Geronymites; one of the moft
beautiful piles of building in all Pc}r-

tugal

“In the night at twelve, our fhip
having received previous vifits from all
the neceffary parties; took the advantage
of the tide, and havipg failed up to
Lifbon, caft anchor there, in 2 calm,
and a moonthiny night, which made
the paffage incredibly pleafant to the'
women, who remained three hours
enjoying . it, whilft I was left to the
- cooler tranfportaof enjoying their plea-

{ures
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fures at fecond-hand; and yet, cooler
s”they may be, whoever is ‘totally
ignorant of fuch fenfation, is, at the
fame tlme vmd of all ideas of frlend-

thip.

%drzgfdzzy LTSBON before whichl
we now lay at anchor, is faid to be
built on the fame number of hills with
old Rome; but thefe do not all appear
to the water; on the contrary, one fees
from thence one vaft high hill and rock,
with buildings arifing above one an-
other, and that in fo fteep and al-
moft perpendicular a manner, that
they all feem to have but one foun-
dation.

As the houfes, convents, churches,
&c. are large, and all built with white
ftone, they look very beautiful at a dif-
tance ; but as you approach nearer, and
find them to want every kind of orna-
ment, all idea of beauty vanifhes at
once. While I was furveying the pro-

{pect of this city, which bears fo little
| - refemblance
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Iepcmblance to any other that I have
ever feen, a refleCtion occurred to me,
that if a man was fuddenly to be re-
meved from Palmyra hither, and thould
take a view of no other city, in how
glorious a_ light would the antient ar-
cﬁlte&ure appear to him ? and what
defolation and deftru®ion of arts and
{ciences would he conclude had hap-
pened between the {everal @ras of thefe
cities ! -

I maDp now waited full three hours
upon deck, for the return of my man,
whom I had fent to befpeak a good
dinner (a thing which had been long
unknown to me) on fhore, and then
to bring a Lifbon chaife with -him to
the fea—fhore but, it feems, the im-
pertinence of the prov:dore was not yet
brought to a conclufion. At three
o'clock, when I was from emptinefs
rather famt than hungry, my man re-
turned, and told me, there was a new
law. lately made, that no pafienger
fhould fet his foot on fhore without a

M 2 {epcial

3
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{pecial order fiom the providore ; and
that he him{e!f would have been fent to
prxfbn for dxfobeymﬂ' it, had he not
been protected as the fervant of the
captain. He informed me likewife,
that the captain had been very induftri-
ous to get this order, but that it was
then the providore’s hour of ﬂuep,
time when no man, except the kmg
hxrn{'r:lf durft difturb him.

. To avoid prolixity, tho’ in a part of
my narrative which may be more agree-
able to my reader than it was to me,
the providore having at laft finithed his
nap, difpatched this abfurd matter of
form, and gave me leave to come, or
rather to be carried, on fhore. |

WaarT it was that gave the firft hint
of this ftrange law is not eafy to guefs.
Poffibly, in the infancy of their defec-
tion, and before their government could
be well eftablithed, they were willing
to guard againft the bare poflibility of

{urprize, of the fuccefs of which bare
poflibility
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pDﬂ]blllty the Trojan horle wrll remam'
for ever on record, as a great and ‘me-
m-:::rab. ¢ example. Now the Por tuguele
have no walls to fecure them, and'a
veflel of two or three hundred tuns ‘will
contain a much larger body of troops
than donld be conceried 3 that Titrond
machine, ‘tho” Virgil tells us (fomewhat
lwperbohcaliy, I beheve) that 1t was as
big as a mountain.

Aout feven 1n the evening I got
into a chaife on thore, and was driven
through the naftieft city in the world,
tho’ at the {fame time one of the moft
populous, to a kind of coffee-houfe,
which is vety pleafantly fituated on the
brow of a hill, about a mile from the
city, and hath a very fine profpet of
the river Tajo from Lifbon to the
fea. '

Here we regaled ourfelves with a
good fupper, for which we were as well
charged, as if the bill had been made

Lol ol31












FRAGMENT, &c

MU ST confefs myfelf to be one
I of thofe who brought w'th me to

the perufal of the late pubh{hed
volumes of Lord Bolingbroke, a very
high prejudice to the dotrines faid to
have been eftablithed in them ; but at
the fame time, canas truly dﬁ'ert that
I had the hlpheﬁ: and ftrongeft pre-
poflefiion in favour of the abilities of
the author. Such. indeed, was this
prep fleflion, that 1t might, I think,
be a {fufficient warrant of a man’s can-
dour againft any prejudice whatevers
-~ and it is in the true {pirit of this can-

dour, that I declare, upon the perufal,
M ;5 -
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I have found my prepoflefiions: greatly
abated, and my prejudices not in the
leaft removed.

Couwp it therefore be fuppofed, that
all mankind were alike: able to.try the
caufe of truth, and to form their judg-
ment on the weight of argument and
evidence only, I think there could be
no danger in leaving the decifion of this
matter upon bis lordfhip’s own reaion=-
ing, without any attempt to anfwer
him. But when we confider how very
- weak the abilities of mankind in gene-
ral are, in difquifitions of this nature;
how much weaker they are rendered
for this purpofe by want of due at-
tention ; and, laftly, how apt they are
to carry any little partiality which they
bave pre-conceived before the exa-
mination of a caufe, up to the final de-
cifion of it in their minds, it may pof-
fibly be very dangerous to the fociety to
{uffer fuch pernicious doctrines to ftand
unobjected to, with fo great a name at
their head. Many, I am convinced,

will
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will think:the authority ~of ‘this name
alone fufficient ‘to ~eftablifh' their own
belief upon, without any farther in-
quiry at all.  Many others will imagine
very little inquiry neceflary, and, tho’
they did not entirely acquiefce in tak-

g his word, ' will 'be eafily’ cajc=
Ied with his rcafons, which, however
little they may have of fubﬂance, have
much of the {pecious ornaments of
wit and language, with all the allure-
ments of novelty both of ftyle and
manner ; and, finally, with an ap-
pearance, at leaft, of reading, very ﬁn..
gular and extenfive.

F roM which laft particular may : arife
a third fort very worthy of receiving
fome affiftance on this occafion ; fm:h
I mean, as have not the leaft mchna-
tion to his lord(hip’s doctrines, nor
would, indeed, aflent to them on the
authority of any man breathing, whe
may. yet have wanted: leifure or oppor-—
tunity - futficient to provide themielves

wnh aproper fund ‘of - knowledge; to
M 6 o1Ve

o
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oive a ready anfwer to various afiertions
which will occur in the works now
under confideration, and which, tho’
they have the worft of tendencies, have
in reality themfelves no better fuppﬂrt
(and not always fo good a one) than
fome very weak and flender hypothefes
and are at other times built on the re-
vival of old chimerical principles, which
have been confuted and exploded long
ago.

Now, to all thefe different confti-
tations, we fhall endeavour to apply
our feveral antidotes.. And here, luck-
ily for us, we are provided with an ar-
gument which muft moft effectually
{ilence thofe, who are the moft difficult
of all others to be ufually dealt with, in
the way of reafoning: fuch are the
verfons I mentioned in the firft clafs,
who believe from authority only, and
who have not yet, with the fchools,

aiven up the irrefiftible argument of
hc Himfelf faid it.

Tur



[ 203 ]

Tue force of this argument, how-
ever, even in the days when it flourith-
ed moft, drew all its ftrength from a
fuppofition that, if he himfelf faid it,
he himfelf believed 1t : for, if it could
have been proved of Ariftote that he
had afferted pro and con, and had with
the fame clearnefs affirmed in one part
of his works the fame thing to be, and
in another the f{ame thing not to be,
none of his fcholars would have known
which he believed, and all others
would, perhaps, have thought that he
had no belief at all in, nor indeed any
knowledge of the matter.

Ir, therefore his lordfhip fhall appear
to have made ufe of this dupliciity of
affertion, and that not in one or two,
but i many inftances, may we not
draw the like conclufions ? Luckily,
perhaps, for his lordfhip, we may not
be driven to the fame abfolute degree
of uncertainty as muft have refulted
from the cafe of Anftotle, as I have

8 put



[ 206 ]

put_ it above ;. fince our-noble author:
himfelf . feems to-have left us a kind of
clue, which will fuﬂiclently lead to'the
difcovery of his meaning,  and will
fhew us, as often as he is pleafed to af=
fert both fides of a contradiction, on
Wthh fide we are to believe him.  ©

_ AnD here I thall premife two cauti-
ons; one of which I fhall borrow
from the rules eftablithed among wri-
ters ; the reafonablenefs of the other f>
thall endeavour to evince, from a rule
given us by one of the greateﬁ lawycrs
whom this kingdom ever bred.

Tue firft is, that of interpreting
the fenfe of an author with the utmoft
candour, fo as not to charge him with
any grofs and invidious meaning, when
his words are fufceptible f a much
more benign and favourable fenfe.

Tue {econd is, the obfervation
formed upon the works of judge Lit-
tleton by lord chief juftice Coke : this

is,
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i, that whenever that great lawyer is
pleafed to put down two opinions di-
rectly contradi¢ting each other, that
the latter opinion is always the beft,
and always his own.

To apply thefe to the prefent pur-
pofe, I firft of all recommend to the
candour of the reader, that whenever
he fhall find two affertions directly con--
trary to each other, (and many fuch we
do promife to produce to him) one of
which diretly tends to take away all
religion whatever, and the other as di-
reCtly to eftablith natural religion at
leaft, that he will be fo kind, fince it
1s impofiible that my lord fhould have
believed both, to imagine that he ra-
ther believed the latter; efpecially as
this latter, from its  contradi¢ting the
apparent purpofe of the author, appears
to have been laft fet down ; and, confe-
quently, will have my lord Coke’s
{fanction in favour of the fuperior au-
thority. gl

LAsTLY,
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Lastry, if it thould ever happen
that his lordthip’s fentiments thould be
more clearly exprefled in favour of the
worfe than of the be:ter do&rine, we
will endeavour all that in us lies to ex-
plain and illuftrate thofe hints; by
which, we truft, he will always affifta
careful and accurate examiner, in refcu-
ing the efoteric purity of his doctrines
from ‘that lefs amiable appearance in
which their exoteric -garb reprefents
them.

In fhort, we doubt not but to make
it appear as a fa¢t beyond all conteft,
that his lordfhip was in jeft through
the whole work which we have under-
taken to examine. If an inflamed
zealot fhould, in his warmth, compare
fuch jefting to his in the Plalmitt ; or,
if a cooler difpofition fhould atk, how
it was pofiible to jeft with matters of
{fuch importance ? I confefs I have no
defence againft the accufation, nor can
give any fatisfaCtory an{wer to the

queftion.
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queftion. To this, indeed, I could
fay, and it'#s ‘all'thatT could fay, that
my lord ‘Bolingbroke was a great ge-

nius, fent into the world for great and
- aftonifhing purpofes. Thatthe ends, as
well as means ‘of ation in fuch per-
{onages, “are ‘dbove the'comprehenfion
of the vulgar. That his life was one
fcene of the Wonderful throughout.
That, as the temporal happinefs, the
civil liberties and properties of Europe,
were the game of his earlieft youth,
there could be no fport {o adequate to
the entertainment of his advanced age,
as the eternal and final happinefs of all
mankind. ‘That this is the nobleft
confervation of charater, and might,
if perceived in himfelf, poflibly lead
our great genius to fee the fupreme
Being in the light of a dramatic poet,
and that part of his works which we
inhabit as a drama. - ¢ The {enfitive in-
¢ habitants of our globe,” fays lord Bo-
lingbroke *, ¢ like the dramatis perfonce,

“ have different characters, and are ap-
2 iNol:Vipi 375

¢ plied
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“plied ‘to different purpofes of a&ion in
“-every feene:" The feveral parts'of the
‘-material world, like the machines of a
¢.theatre, "were contrived not for the
¢ ators, "but for the action: and the
¢ whole order and fyftem of the drama
< would be difordered and fpo:led L
¢ any alteration’ was made in either.
¢ The nature of every creature, his
¢ manner of being, is adapted to his
¢ ftate here, to the place he is toinha-
¢ bit, and, as we may fay, to the part’
¢ he is to act” It hath been, I think, "
too common with poets to aggrandize
their profeflion with fuch kind of fimi-
les, and I have, fomewhere in an Eng-
lith dramatic writer, met with one {o
nearly refembling the above, that his
lordthip might be almoft fufpected to
have read it likewife ; but fucH con-
ceits are inconfiftent with any (even
the leaft) pretence to philofophy. I
recollect, indeed, a fingle inftance, in
the writings of Jordano Bruno, who was
burnt at Rome for herefy, or, if we be-
licve Scioppius, for moft horrid blaf-

phiemy,
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phemy, the latter end of the 1sth cen-
tury ; and who, from a want of a due
correfpondence between the paffive
powers of matter, and the ative pow-
er.of God, compares the Supreme Be-
ing to a fidler, who hath fkill to play,
but cannot for want of a fiddle. 'This,
it muft be confefled, is going fomewhat
farther ; as much farther, in reality,
as to defcend from the ftage to the or-
cheftra. 'This ludicrous treatment of
the Being fo univerfally (for half a do-
zen madmen muft not be allowed to
ftrip any opinion of univerfality) ac-
knowledged to be the caufe of all things,
whilft it founds fo ill in the grave voice
of reafon, very well becomes the lips
of a droll : for novelty, beldnefs, and
even abfurdity, as they all tend to {ur-
prize, do often give a poignancy to wit,

and ferve to enhance a jeft. This af-
fords a fecond reafon why we may f{uf-
pect his lordfhip was not over ferious in
the work before us.

3dlys
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3dly, That hlslordfhxp never thought

pjropm to revife this pe rformance 1S a
very ftrong argument that he could not
be in‘earneft, either in believmb himfelf
1n his own doé’[rrnes er In endeavﬂur-
ing to imprint fuch a belief on others.
That hedidnot in fa&t 1EV1fe his Works‘
1s manifeft; from tlie numercus ‘contra-
di&ions that occtr in 'them and thefe
often in the f{ame page ; fo that, for’
the mft pm‘t they could not efcape thei
dulleft and " b]untef’t denree of penetra-'
tion : furely we cannot 1mputf; {fuch re-
peated overfights to one who hath {o°
explicitly afferted, * That to be liable
to contradiét yourfelf, is to be liable to
one of the greateft of human imperfec-
tions! An author, in the ﬁtﬁhurry of
{etting down his thoughts on a 1ub_]f.:c'ft
which warms him, may poflibly, in-
deed, affert two opinions not perfeéﬂy_
reconcdeable with each other; nay,
there are fome writers from whom'wc'
can reafonably expect no lefs ;. fince, as
a Fﬁ"ﬂ}s p. 181,
archbifhop
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archbifhop Tillotfon obferves, it is hard
to contradic truth and nature, without
contradi&ting one’s felf. But to expunge
fuch miftakes, is the oftice of revifal and
corretion ; and, therefore, a work in
which thefe miftakes abound, is very
juftly called an incorreét performance.
As this work therefore doth, more than
any which I ever faw, afford us in-
ftances of what his lordfhip calls the
greateft human imperfection, charity
fhews me no more candid way of ac-
counting for them, than this which I
have mentioned.

LastLy, the very form and title, un-
der which the noble lord hath thought
proper to introduce his philofophy into
the world, is a very ftrong evidence of
the juftice of all the foregoing obferva-
tions., We may form, I think, one ge-
neral precept from the trite ftory of Ar-
chimedes : this is, not to undertake any
great work without preconcerting fuch
means as may be adequate to the execu-
tion. Now to turn the material world

topfy-
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toply=turvy, is a project fcarce more dif-
ficult in appearance, than to perform
the fame notable exploit in the intellec-
tual.  And yet Archimedes might as
judicioufly have fixed his machine in va-f
cuo, as his lordfhip hath chofen to arguc
a amﬂ: the beft eftablithed fyftems’ in
the intellectual world, in fragments of
eflays. This method not to. mention
the indignity it offers to the fubject in
difpute, is treating the whole body of
the learned 'with more fupercilious dif=~"
refpect,; than' nature feems yet to have
qualified any member of that body to
exprefs towards the reft of his brethren ;
and which muft appear to be wonderful,
if ferious, in one who expreﬂes fo mo-
deft an opinion of his own critical ta-
lents; tho’, as to his modefty, it muft
indeed be confeﬁ'ed to be fomewhat fea-
foned with a due mixture of contempt.

But whatever may leffen the idea of
his lord{hlp S modeﬁy, there is only one
way to leflen that of his abfurdity ; this

1s to conclude that he was in jeft: nay,
there
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there is one way to fee this ablurdity in
an amiable light; for in fuch a light
will he appear, if we fuppofe that he
puts on the jack-pudding’s coat, with
the noble view of expofing and ridicul-
ing thofe pernicious tenets which have
lately been propagated, with a zeal more
difficult to be accounted for, than its

fuccefs. |

THAT fuch an attempt of expofing
any popular error would always prove
victorious, is, I think, extremely pro-
bable. My lord Shaftibury hath been
blamed for faying, ¢ That ridicule is one
¢ of thofe principal lights or natural me-
¢ diums by which things are to be view-
< ed, in order to a thorough recogniti-
¢ on: for that truth, it is fuppofed, may
¢ bear all lights *”  Perhaps there may
be fome juftice in this cenfure, as truth
may by fuch a trial be {ubjected to mif-
reprefentation, and become a more eafy

2 Effay on the freedom of wit and humour, part 1.
fect: It

prsy
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AND here, as a proof that we are as

liable to be corrupted by our books
as by our companions, I am in danger
of fetting out with a contradiction,
Nay I muft yet venture to do this in
fome degree with my eyes open, and
muft lay my defence on a diftin&ion
rather too nice, and which relies too
much on the candour of my reader.

TuE truth is, our noble author’s chief
ftrength lies in that very circumitance
which I have before afierted to be of
itfelf alone a {ufficient argument of his
weaknefs ; whereas on the contrary his
manner affords fuch a protection to his
matter, that if he had defigned to re-
ferve to himfelf the fole privilege of
anfwering his own doctriné, he could
not have invented a more ingenious or
effetual contrivance. It hath been al-
ledged as a good reafon for not anfwer-

N ing
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ing certain books, that one muftte ob-
liged firlt to read them; but furely we -
ihall ind few men f{o very charitable,
or fo much our friends, to give them
order and method with a view only of
complimenting them with an anfwer.

Tuis, however, Iattempted, tho’ I
own with no great fuccefs ; and that not
{o much, 1 apprehend, from want of
{ufficient matter to make out fuch co-
lourable fyftems as may be expected in:
{uch a writer, as from a certain dark;
cautious, and loofe manner of expref-
fing his {{entiments, which muft arife
either from a writer’s defire of not be-~
ing very eafily explained, or from an
incapacity of making himfelf very clear-
ly underftood. ‘The difficulties arifing
to the commentator on thefe fragments,
will appear to be aflignable cnly to the
former caufe: for a very indifferent rea-
der will be feldom at a lofs in compre~
hending bis lordfhip in his own works ;
but to transfer his doctrines with their:
authority (1. e. the ipfe dixit of the au-

' thor) -
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thor) into anether work, is often véry
difficult, and without long quotations,
too apt to tire the reader, impofiible.
In this light a very finc thought of Mr.
I}{)pﬂﬁ occurs to my memory.

Tho’index-learnin gturns no ﬂ'ud-entpale,
It holds the eel of {cience by the tail.

Tre beft way then of proceeding with
fo flippery a reafoner ; the only way, in-
dzed, in which 1 fec any pofiibility of
pmceedmrr with him, is firft to'lay down
fome general rules, all of which will’
hereafter be pmved out of his writings,
and then purfuing him chapter by chap-
ter, toextrat the feveral proofs, how-
ever {eattered and difperfed, which tend
to eftablith both parts of the contradic-
tions, which I thall now fet down.

QOuRr noble author fets out'in his firft
fection, with a {ly infipuation, that it is
pofiible for the graveft of philofophers
on the graveft of fubjeéts, to advance

propofitions in jeft. ¢ It is more pro-
iy ‘ bable,’
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¢ bable,” fays Lord Be—— - ¢and it is
¢ more candid to believe, that this phi-
¢ lofopher (Defcartes) was in earneft;
¢ than that he was in jeft, when he ad-

¢ vanced this propofition %, mncerﬂmg
rbe immutability and etermity of certain
matbemarical truths. 1 will add; that 1
believe that an idea of fuch jefting had
never any footing 1n a human head, till

it firft found adm1ﬂion into that {}f tlns
noble lord.

- In the fame fe&ion, his lordfhip pro-
ceeds thus: ¢ The antients thought
‘ matter eternal, and affumed that the
¢ Demiurgus, or divine Architect, com-
¢ pofed the frame of the world with
‘ materials which were ready prepared,
¢ and independently on him, in a con-
¢ fufed chaos. Much in the fame man-
¢ ner fuch metaphyficians as the learned
¢ Cudworth have imagined a fort of in-
¢ telleCtual chaos, a chaos of eternal
¢ ideas, of incorporeal eflfences, inde-
pendﬁnt on God, f{elf-exiftent, and

o U E 1ys, page 4. o
> HICTC=
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¢ therefore -co-eval with the f{upreme
 Being, and therefore anterior to all
< other natures., In this intelle@ual
¢ chaos God fees, and man muft endea-
¢ vour to fee, the natures, the real
¢ effences of things: and thus the foun-
¢ dations of morality are laid higher than
¢ the exiftence of any moral agents, be-
¢ fore there was any fyftem of being
¢ from which the obligations to it could
¢ refult, or to which they could be ap-
¢ plied : juft as the fame philofophers
¢ fuppofe the incorporeal eflences of
¢ white and black to have exifted when
¢ there was no fuch thing as colour, and
¢ thofe of a fquare and circle, when
« there was neither form nor figure®.

Here I am afraid the learned peer
hath gone no farther for his erudition
than the firft or fecond pages of Ovid’s
Metamorphofis : for could he be recall-
ed from the dead, contrary to his own
do@rine, ashe hath recalled Defcartes,

 Ibid, page 6.
N 3 and



and were afked whom he ‘meant by the
antients, he could not certainly anfwer
in general, theantient philofophers, for
then the whole tribe of atheifts would
be ready to teftify againft him. If he
fthould anfwer, that'he meantthe antient
atheifts only, and'lefs he'cannotbe fup-
pofed to mean by thofe who are well-
bred enough to {uppofe he meant any
thing, he will be far from finding even
among theic an univerfal concurrence
with his opinion.! Thales, the ‘chief of
the Grecian fages, and who is faid to
have firft turned his thoughts to phyfi-
ological enquiries, affirmed the inde-
pendent pre-exiftence of God from all
cternity. . The words of Laertius are
remarkable, and T will render them
with the moit literal exactnefs in my
power. He afferted, fays- Laertius,
¢ That God was the oldeft of all beings,
¢ for he exifted without a previous caufe
* EVEN IN THE WAY OF GENERATION
¢ that the world was the moft beautiful
¢ of all things ; for 7z waes CREATED BY

s A - ¢ God,
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- *.God, &c¥*. | This notion of the crea-
-tion ‘Ariftotle tells us, was agreeable to
the concurrent voice of all antiquity ;
< All,” fays he, ¢ affert the creation of
¢ the world ; but they differ in this, that
¢ fome will ‘have the world fufceptible
< of -diffolution, which others deny .
Gn this occafion Ariftotle names Em-
pedocles and Heraclitus, but, which is
fomewhat remarkable, never mentions
Thales. The opinion itfelf is oppofed
by the Stagyrite ; and this oppofition he
was forced to maintain, or he muft have
given up the eternity of the world,which
he very juftly aflerts to be inconfiftent
with any idea of its creation. But we
will difmifs the antients from the bar;
and fee how his lordfhip will {upport
his arraignment of the moderns. The
charge againft them is, that they have
holden certain ideas, or incorporeal ef-
* Diog. Laert. lib. I. fe&. 35; where T fuhniit;tu
the learned reader the conftraction he will obferve
1 have given to the different import of thofe terms,
sytwntey and whopa 5 the firft of which may be confi-

- dered as'a qualified, the latter as an abfolute caufe.
- .t Ariftot. De ccelo, lib. g, cap. 10.

fences
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fences to be felf-exiftent. * Concerning
thefe doCtrines his lordfhip thus ha-
rangues in the very {fame page *, Mr.
Locke obferves, how impofiible it is
¢ for us to conceive certain relations, ha-
¢ bitudes, and connections. wvifibly in-
¢ cluded i {ome of our ideas, to be
¢ feparable from them even by infinite
¢ power. Let us obferve, on this oc-
¢ cafion, how impofiible, or, at leaft,
¢ how extremely difficult it is for us to
¢ {feparate the idea of eternity from cer- -
¢ tain moral and mathematical truths, as
¢ well as from fuch as are called necef-
¢ fary, and are felf-evident on one hand :
¢ and, on the other, how impofiible it
¢ is to conceive that truths fhould exift
¢ before the things to which they are
¢ relative 5 or particular natures and ef-
¢ fences, before the fyftem of univerfal
¢ pature, and when there was no being
¢ but the fupereflential Being .’

* Effay, p. 6.
+ Effay on Human Underflanding, I 4. cap. 3.
fect, 29.
2 - Ir
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"I I had any inclination to cavil, I

might, with truth, affert that no fuch

paflage 1s to be found in Mr. Locke.
His words are: ¢ In fome of our ideas

[ ]

-and, connections, fo vifibly included

[ 2]

Lo

‘thatwe cannot concelve them feparable
< from them by any power whatioever.’
It may be anfwered, perhaps, that the
violence is done rather to the exprefiion,
than to the meaning of this truly great

there are certain relations, habitudes,

in the nature of the ideas themielves,

man; but 1if I fhould candidly admut

that he feems, from the immediate con-

text, to mean no lefs (I fay, feems to

mean : for, whoever will carefully com-

pare what is faid in another part of the
fame book *, of the powers of the mind-

in forming the archetypes of its complex
1deas of mixed modes, may poffiblythink
he fees fufhicient reafon for refolving
what is here affirmed of arbitrary (not
infinite) power, into the human mind

only. I may yet reply, that fuch avio-

4% Locke’s Effay, 1. 2. cap. 31.
lence
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lence even to the expreflion of fuch a
writer on fuch a fubje@, is by no means
void of b]amc, nor even of f{ufpicion,
when it 1s left without a reference to
conceal itfelf in a large folio, where it
will not be eifily detected by any but:
thofe who are pretty familiarly acquamt- |
ed with the original. .

Burt it is time to clofe this article,
which, I think, feems to eftablith con-
tradi¢tion the firft : for under what o-
ther term fhall we range the arguing pro-
and ¢oz in the {fame breath: for where
is the force of the accufation, or, as a
lawyer would call it, the gift of the in-
di¢tment againft poor Cudworth 7 Is it
not (to ufe my lord’s own phrafe) © the
¢ laying the foundations of morality
¢ higher than the exiflence of any mo-
¢ ral agents?’ And what ays my lord to
enforce the charge! Why, traly, he
alleges in defence of the accufed, that
it was impoflible for him to have done
otherwife, and produces the authority

of
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of Mr. Locke to confirm this impofii-

‘Tue generofity of this fudden tranfi-
tion from accufer to advocate would con-
vince all men on which fide his lordfhip
had here delivered his real fentiments,
was it not fomewhat ‘controled by-his
having concealed from his readers, that
the philofopher a little afterwards, in
the fame book * hath endeavoured to
prove, and, I think, actually hath prov-
ed, that there is no abfurdity in what
my lord Bolingbroke objects, provided
the dotrine be rightly underftood, fo
as not to eftablifh innate principles.
That the atual exiftence of the fubjects
of mathematical or moral ideas is not in
the leaft neceflary to give us a fufficient
evidence of the neceflity of thofe ideas;
and that, in the difputes of the mathe-
matician as well as of the moralift, the
exiftence of the fubject matter is rarely
called in queftion ; nor is it more necef-
fary to their demonftrations and conclu-

* Lib. 4. cap. q.
fions,
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fions, than it would be to prove the truth
of Tully’s Offices, to thew that there
was fome man who lived up to that idea
of perfec goodnefs; of which Tully
hath given us a pattern. There is fome-
what very myfterious in all this; but
we have not promifed to explain ‘con-
tradictions farther than by fhewing to
which fide his lordfhip’s authority {feems
to incline. And furely it is better to
decide in favour of pofiibility, and to
lay the foundations of morality too high,
than to give it no foundation at all.

Defunt catera.





















