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S I R,

T was not the value I put
upon the enfuing treatife
that made me refolve to of-

fer it to you, but to fhew my
acknowledgment, and the De-
{ire I had to fubmit the fame to
the patronage of a perfon, who,
upon all occafions, whenever I

A 2 had
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‘had the honour to perform my
operations under your directi-

ons, -has proved my powerful
prote¢tor. Your Name, Srr,
will ferve as an indelible ftamp
to fettle its value, and free 1t
from the afperfions of malig-
nant perfons. I look upon it as
a fingular advantage to myfelf,
that the following obfervations,
which I am going to publifh un-
der your protetion, are for the
moft part {fuch, as wherein you
have a greater fhare than my-
{elf, becaufe they contain divers
inftructions and wholefome di-
rections, given to me by your-

{clf, and for which confequently
both
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both the public and I ftand in-
debted to you ; fo, that as the
reverence the world bears to
your Name, will ferve me as a
fhield to prote¢t myfelf agamnit
my enemies, fo I acknowledge
myf{elf incapable of making any
further return to your good-
nefs, than to acknowledge my-
felf with all imaginable fincerity
and fubmiflion, as long as I
live,

SR,
Your moft humble,

and dutiful Servant,
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S I am ready to confefs, that

my genius tends not in any

wife to writing, fo I hope the cour-
teous Reader will excufe the errors
he may perhaps meet with in the
following treatife, efpecially, fince
being fufliciently {enfible, as well of
my inability, as the little inclination
I had to publifth thefe Obfervations,
the fame would have lain concealed
within the compafs of my own clofet,
had not fome of my friends, who are
unqueftionable judges of things of
A 4 this
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this nature, perfuaded, and moft ur-
gently preffed me to oblige the world
with what they were aflured would
tend to the inftruétion of thofe that
profels Midwifery. ‘This reafon be-
ing the only one that prevailed with
me to appear in print, and all pofii-
ble care being taken to publith thefe
Obfervations with all imaginable fide-
lity, I fhall never repent of my refo-
lution, if it meet with an impartial
interpretation and acceptance from
the public. It is therefore, that I
muft intreat- the Reader to have a
regard not {fo much to the ftyle and
nicety of choice words, (for which I
acknowledge myfelf but indifferently
qualified), as the weight and truth of
the matter itfelf ; which, as it was the
only {cope I aimed at in this T'reatife,
fo I can aver, that 1 have afferted no-
thing 1n relation to it, but what is

founded
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founded upon my own experience,
and what I am ready and able to
make good at this day, whenever oc-
cafion prefents itfelf. Since it was
next to an impoflibility to avoid,
upon divers occafions, the mention-
ing of the errors committed by fome
Midwives, I profefs the fame not to
have been done with the leaft inten-
tion of expofing them, or to interfere
with their pracice, (for which reafon
I carefully avoided to mention their
names) but only to ferve as a warn-
ing and inftru&ion unto others,
that they may not ftumble over the
fame block, to the great detriment of
their patients, and their own reputa-
tion. I am further obliged to ac-
quaint the Reader, that the reafon
why fuch obfervations as treat of the
fame circumftances of things, are not

joined, or at leaft fucceed one ano-
7 ither
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ther immediately in this Treatife, is,
becaufe I chofe rather to publith
them in the {fame order as they were
tranfacted : Befides, that, there may
be obferved in moft, if not all of
them, a remarkable difference in re-
lation to their circumftances.

PORTAL.
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Of Aflifting a

CuiLp-BEaArRING WOMAN

[N H Bl
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Founded upon a confiderable Number
of OBSERVATIONS.

C . Heab, Lk
Of the Natural Way of Delivery.

HE delivery of a woman is per-
formed by two different ways; ei-
ther by the pure ftrength and

dire&ion of nature, when the mo-

ther finding herfelf affeCted with violent
pains, brings forth the child without the
affiftance of a midwife ; or when the fame
is accomplithed by the hands of a {kilful man-
midwife or midwife. This laft having been
B differently
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differently treated of by divers authors, I
will content myfelf with propofing only
what I have approved by my own experi-
ence.

To begin then with the natural way of
delivery. If a man-midwife or midwife is
called to a child-bearing woman whofe time -
or reckoning is expired ; it ought to be en-
quired into, whether fhe has any pains in
the belly, about the bladder, groin, and hips ;
and whether they draw downwards towards
the groin and fundament : if the pains con-
tinue and fecm to promife an approaching
ravail, the woman mauft be fearched in the
following manner. Let the midwife after fhe
has well warmed and pared the nails of her
hands, put her right or left foremoft finger
(according to the pofition of the woman)
well befmeared with frefh butter or any other
oleaginous fubftance (without fcent) into the
entrance of the womb, taking care not to
hurt the urinal paffages, lying on the up-
per fide ; this done, let Ler advance gra-
dually towards the orificc of the womb,
which bears always downwards when the time
of travail is at hand: if you find the womb
opened, itisa fign of the approaching travail,
a thing well to be obferved by midwives, for
fear of giving a wrong judgment in the mat-
ter.
It happens however fometimes that the

womb of a child-bearing woman opens it-
3 - {elf,
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felf, to difcharge fome fuperfluous humours,
and afterwards clofes again, whereof I have
obferved feveral inftances in my practice ;
whence it is evident, that the opening of the
womb is not fufficient alone to judge of the
approaching delivery, unle(s the fame be at-
tended with the requifite pains. As the pains
and travail encreafe, then will the womb
become wider and fofter, when you muft
take care to feel whether its orifice turns for-
wards towards the bladder, or backwards to-
wards the guts: In the firft cafe, you may
expe@ a much quicker and eafier delivery,
becaufe the outward and inward orifices of
the womb are In a diret line ; whereas in
the laft cafe it proves more difficult and flow,
and the orifice of the womb being not {o eafily
to be reached with your finger, you muft carry
your finger along the lowermoft part of the en-
trance to the womb, where it adjoins to the
gut.

When you intend to difcover the opening of
the womb, you muft do the fame during the
intervals of the pains, when you may with
lefs oppofition enter the orifice, which enclo-
{fes your finger like a ring; but care muft
be taken to do it without the lealt force,
but to let the opening grow bigger and fofter
by degrees, by means of the pains and the
water contained in the womb. In this point
you ought to proceed with fo much caution,
that, though you find the membranes or fkins

B 2 already
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already very thin, you muft not be too for-
ward, but touch thofe parts as rarely and as
gently as poflibly may be, for fear of caufing
unneceflary pains and inflammations ; though
I have obferved this to be a vulgar error among
midwives, little confidering that the opening
of the womb ought to proceed from the pains
and the fucceeding water : for in cafe the
membranes or fkins are broken before their
due time, and the water comes forth before
the womb is fufficiently opened, the womb
clofes up again ; fo that the child’s head find-
ing the paffage very ftrait, renders the delivery
much more difficult, efpecially at the firft
labour.

As the pains increafe the water inclofed
in the membranes, being pufhed forwards in-
to the orifice of the womb, appears at firft
like as an extended pig’s bladder of the big-
nefs of a hazle-nut; but as the pains in-
creale, the water forces itfelf more forward
with the membranes to the inward orifice of
the womb, which being thereby opened by
degrees, the membranes are more and more
extended, but flacken as foon as the pains
ceafe, and return to the fame ftation, with the
increafe of the pains, prefling very hard up-
on the orifice of the womb ; which opening
thus by degrees, and In a manner unperceiv-
el, comes not to its full highth in fome wo-
men, but in fome days ; whereas in others it
procecds fo quick, that they have {carce time

: to
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to ftay for the affitance of a midwife. In
fuch cafes you fee the membranes or fkins,
which at firft were no bigger than a hazle-nut,
to extend in a fhort time to the bignefs of an
egg ; and in fome to the bulk ofa child’s head
in the outward orifice of the womb. This
done the membranes or fkins break, the water
iffues forth, and the child prefied forward by
the mother, and its own ftrength, follows with
his head foremoft, till it quite difentangles it-
{elf from the womb.

This is the true and natural birth or way
of delivery. Sometimes it happens that though
the child’s head appears, yet the unufual bulk
of its fhoulders, makes it ftick in the paffages,
and prevents its delivery : in this cafe the
man-midwife or midwife muft proceed with
great caution; and endeavour, whillt the
pains prefs the child forward, to help its
coming forth, by laying both hands on the
head, below the ears, and fo endeavour to
draw it out in a diret line. In cafe the
midwife dreads the hurting of the child, let
her put both hands to the child’s neck,
and thus perform the delivery without de-
lay.

I fay without delay, becaufe, I know by ex-
perience, that the womb after the head of the
child was paffed, has fo clofely enveloped the
reft of the body, that without an immediate de-
livery, the child muft have been choaked. To
prevent this, you muft let your finger flide

I 3 142
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in gently betwixt the labia or edge of thé
orifice of the womb and the neck of the
child, and thus, by ftretching the orifice, fur-
ther the birth of the child, I remember
that in the hofpital of Paris, feveral chil-
dren were thus loft by the negle& of fome
young midwives; the fame 1 have obferved in
other places through the infirmity of fome aged
midwives, who tho’ otherwife expert enough,
wanted f{trength to bring the child, under
thefe circumitances, into the world in due
time. Of this 1faw an inftance a few years
ago, where the midwife had fpent a whole
hour in delivering the child after the head
appeared, but for want of ftrength, not be- -
ing able to encompafs the matter, the child
was choaked before I could be called : whence
it is evident, that a midwife ought to be of
a middle age, becaufe the young ones want
care and prudence, and the old ones want
ftrength.

But though the child was dead, I proceeded
in the da.lwery for the prefervation of the
mother, who without it would have been
in imminent danger of a dangerous ficknefs or
death itfelf. I found the child fo l‘iveted
in the womb, that I had occafion for all m
ftrength to bring it into the world, whmh
1 did boldly, hwuw no other care to take
but for the mother, “which muft not be neg-
lected in thefe dlfﬁc,ult cafes, there being too
many infllances, that the urinal paffage and the

gut
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gut have been torn, to the great detriment
of the child- beuunfr women, in evacuating
their ufine and excrements. After the birth
of the child, you muft alfo not negle& the
bringing fnrth of the after-burthen, with-
out which the woman would be fubje& to
~ very dangerous {fymptoimns,

In cafe you find the after-burthen ftick clofe
to the womb, you muft endeavour to loofen
the fame: to effe® this, twift the navel-
firing twice or thrice about the fingers of
your left hand, and with the fingers of your
right (after they have been well greafed with
oil or freth butter) flide gantlv along the
navel-firing into the womb, taking efpecial
care not to hurt the nriﬁce of the womb
(which is very tender at that tlme) and at
the fame time to keep clofe to the firing
- which leads to the after-burthen; when you
muft endeavour to reach the undermoft part,
and with your fingers to feparate it from the
womb cremly and gradually, as we do with
the pulp of a China orange from the outward
rind ; and the after-burthen once loofned,
will follow without difficulty by pulling enly
the navel-ftring, 'This ought to be done
with all poffible expedition for fear the womb
fhould clofe up, becaufe then it will be a diffi-
cult tatk to reach the after-burthen with
your fingers, and confequently to loofen it ;
but in cafe the fame feparates itfelf without
trouble, the midwife need only draw it out

B 4 gently
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gently by the navel-firing twifted round the
fingers of her left hand, as we told you be-
fore,

This done, the next thing that falls under
your confideration, is, whether the membranes
which enclofed the water and the child in
the womb, are come forth along with the
after-burthen, for fear if all or any confider-
able part of them fhould be left behind, it
fhould obftru&t the orifices of the veflels of
the womb. However, if only fome f{lender
part {(hould ftay behind, you need not be very
follicitous upon that fcore, becaufe daily ex-
perience has convinced us that the fame are
cafily carried off with the purgations, with-
out any farther danger. I muft give you this
for a caution, that when you pull out the af-
ter-burthen by the navel-ftring, you muit do
it gently, for fear in cafe it fhould ftick too
clofe to the womb, you fhould turn it outward,
a thing that has proved fatal to many wo-
men.  The mother being fafely delivered of
the child and after-burthen, if you find little
or no blood to iflue from the womb, it is
to be confidered whether the fame is not
coagulated in the womb, or the neck thereof,
v.h;d 1 fending forth pernicieus vapours to the
head, occafions Jipothymies, or {wooning fits,
In tinb cafe the midwife muft, without delay,
put her hand gently up to the bottom of the
womb, to remove the coagulated blood, which
done, tl:t. before-mentioned lympa.oms ceafe im-

m*’dmely,
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mediately, which otherwife might prove fatal
to the woman. If the blood iffues in too great
a quantity, the fame owes alfo frequently its
origin to a mafs of coagulated blood, which
being removed in the before-mentioned man-
ner, before the clofing up of the womb, the
flux ceafes.

The woman being recovered out of her
fwooning-fits, the muft be kept very quiet,
without applying unto her any other remedy,
(not fo much as a clyfter) at firft, except fome
broth, and that not much at a time, In cafe
the blood continues to flow beyond meafure,
youmuf(t put into the privy parts cloths dipped
in water and vinegar, and apply the fame al-
fo to the hips, or a plaifter made of the
white of an egg, Bole-Armoniac, water,
and vinegar, well mixt together. The coun-
try people make ufe of yarn dipped in water
and vinegar, You muft let the child-bed
woman lay very low with her head, giving
her no other food, but a moderate quanfity of
{fpoon-meat, becaufe the ftomach being filled
with vapours and winds, would be over-
charged with folid food. The immoderate
flux of the blood being allayed, and the pa-
tient recovered out of her {wooning-fits, you
may, in twenty-four hours after, apply a
clyfter of mallows, althea, violet-leaves, the
pellitory of the wall, and linfeed, boiled
only in a fmall quantity of water ; the fame
you inay repeat mornings and evenings, with

this
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this difference only, that in thofe to be ufed in
the morning, you may diffolve three ounces
of honey, and add to thofe at night a handful
of the beft wheaten flour boiled in water.
Stronger clylters are not to be made ufe of,
unlefs in cafe of neceffity, and then not with-
out the advice of a phyfician.

In cafe the patient comiplains of exceffive
pams in the belly, you muit add to the
clyfter in the evening, an ounce of oil of
{weet almonds ; you may alfo, inftead of this
decoction, make a clylter only of whey,
with good fuccefs. If you find the belly
bloated and full of pain, which proceeds from
winds, you muft make ufe of the following
fomentation.

Take the leaves of mallows, althea, of
violet leaves, the pellitory of the wall, worm-
wood, motherwort, mercurial, the flowers of
camomile and melilot, and linfeeds ; boil
them altogether in fair water, and apply them
thus to the lower region of the belly, or elfe
cloths dipped in the decoltion as hot as the
patient is able to bear it; and renew it as
often as it cools.

In cafe the purgations of the blood are
fltopped after the delivery of the woman,
which fending up naufeous and pernicious va-
pours to the head, caufe violent pains there,
you muft apply the following injettion into

the womb.
Take
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Take barley, the herb of arthemifia, mo-
therwort, wormwood, and melilot, boil them
in fair water, and m’lkf: frequent injeéctions :
_you may alfa open a vein, and ufe other re-
medies, according to the direction of a phy-
fician, In cafe you find fome inward parts
bruifed or hurt during the woman’s hard
labour, you may make ufe of the decoction
of barley and chervil, and after the purga-
tion ceafes, add to it one or two of the radix
lymphit. by way of fomentation, adding two
ounces of honey of rofes to each pint of the
decoction.

CHAP.



etetobet et et R e L S B g
Gt AL P oL
What Method is to be obferved in cafe of Mif-

carriages, or when a Woman is delivered

before ber Time.

IF a woman, after having loft her month-
ly times about two months and a half, is
feized with a violent flux of blood and pains,
the beft way is to have a little patience, to
fee whether the fame is not occafioned by a
falfe conception, which commonly difcovers
itfelf about this time. When the flux ceafes,
itis a fign that the conception is loofened,
and may foon be expelled by a clyfter, with-
out any great trouble to the woman. Butin
cafe the flux continues, you muft open a vein
in the arm,

This kind of falfe conception is a membra-
nous {ubftance, of the bignefs of a hen’s egg,
filled with water ; whereas a true conception
contains within its membranous oval body, a
whitith fubftance, not unlike a filk-worm,
wherein you may plainly diftinguith the head
and face, with two fmall fpecks, no bigger
than a pin’s head. This conception, whether

a true or falfe one, being expelled the flood-
ing of the blood “ceafes immediately ; but in

cafe
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cafe the fame continues, and the delivery is
checked, you muft endeavour to bring it out
by the help of your fingers. In cafe you dif-
cover by its fcent that it begins to putrfy,
you muft make ufe of the before prefcribed
injeion in the womb, mixt with two ounces
of fugar.

If 2 woman is feized in the third, fourth,
or fifth month of her being with child, with
an immoderate flux of blood, fhe muft keep
her bed, and (with the advice of a phyfi-
cian) let blood twice or thrice in the arm;
and if notwithftanding this the flux continues,
and fhe evacuates clods of coagulated blood,
you muft expect nothing elfe but a mifcar-
riage. ‘This embrio is feldom bigger than a
new-born kitten. In this cafe you need not
be very {ollicitous about the after-burthen,
though the fame exceeds the embrio in big-
nels, becaufe it often remains behind two,
three, four, and fometimes more days, and at
laft is foon expelled by a clyfter, it being to
be obferved, that the after-burthen will re-
main uncorrupted fix days, or longer, in the
womb of a woman of a good habit of body.
But in cafe you find any {fymptoms of a fever,
you had beft take the advice of a phyfician,
whether you fhall open a vein in the arm or
foot.

Women under thefe circumflances are of-
ten affeCted with a pain in their breafts, pro-
ceeding from the defluxion of the milk thither,

and

2
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and the ftopping of the flux of the blood. To
prevent this, you muft open a vein in the arm
next to that fide where you are moft fenfible
of the defluxion ; for in cafe you fhould let
blood in the foot, you would draw thefe de-
fluxions to the womb. However, thefe fymp-
toms are not very frequent, and happen moft
commonly to women only of a melancholy
difpofition.

In cafe the flood of the blood continues with
fuch violence as to put the woman in danger
of her life, after the has been with child for
feveral months, and finds the ufual figns and
fymptoms of travail, you muft attempt the
delivery, as the only means to fave both the
mother and child.

The man-midwife therefore, or midwife,
having greafed their hands all over with oil,
~or freth butter, muft endeavour to bring in one
finger to the inward orifice of the womb,
which, if you find foft and thin, you may pro-
ceed in your work, but if otherwife, you muft
have patience till you find it opened ; then you
muft put in one finger firft, afterwards a fe-
cond, and then a third, which you muft ftrive
to extend or open by degrees, as we do with
the fcrew, called the fpeculum matricis, in or-
der to open fucceflively the innermoft orifice
of the womb, and open a way for the whole
hand to reach within the womb itfelf, where
feeling the membranes that enclofe the child,

you muft pinch them thro’ with the extremity
of
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of your fingers, (which you may eafily do)
and putting your hand to the bare child, take
hold, if poffible, of the feet (notwithftanding
{ome of the other parts thould firft offer them-
felves) and the fame being brought out, bap-
tize them immediately with fair water, faying
thefe words, Childy 1 baptize thee (if alive) in
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghoft ; which done, proceed in the moft conve-
nient way of delivering the woman. In cafe
the child comes wrong, and the flood conti-
nues ; in cafe the head cannot pafs by reafon of
its bulk, neither can you come at it to turn it,
you muft confider whether the child be dead
or alive, or whether the mother, as well as the
child, are in danger of their lives; you muit
then have recourfe to manual operation, and
endeavour to bring forth the child with the
help of a hook ; with this provifo, however,
not to proceed to this operation before all
other means have been tried in vain, and that
you are aflured that the child is dead, and the
mother in imminent danger ; without thefe
two circumftances, you ought never to proceed
to this operation. .

After mature confideration, and taking due
care for the patient’s foul, the man-midwifz
muft thruft his left hand into the waging,
fheath, or entrance, and fo further in to the
neck of the womb, putting his hand betwixt
that and the head of the child (fuppofing it
fticks by realon of the bulk of the head) and

with
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with a fyringe or any other means, fpout fome
water upon the head, to ferve inftead of bap-
tifm in fuch an emergency. This done, the
man-midwife, with the confent of the wo-
man and her hufband, may proceed in his
work, and with his right hand bring the
hook, with the pointed end forwards, along
the palm of his left hand (in the wagina, or
entrance of the womb) to the extremities of
his fingers, where they touch the child’s head,
and by this means faften the hook into one part
or other of the head, as it may be done with
moft conveniency ; for, confidering that it is
not in the man-midwife’s power at all times to
faften the hook where he pleafes, he muft do
as well as he can, but endeavour always to
fix it in the hindmoft part of the head. Af-
ter you have taken fure hold with the hook,
you muft pull on, and draw it towards you
with the right hand, and guide it with the
left; and in cafe the bone where the hook
is fixed fhould break, as it often happens, you
muft endeavour to fafien it again in another
part of the head, and fo pull it out in a ftrait
line, and afterwards pull out the reft of the
body with the help of both your hands. If
the head is of {o extraordinary a bignefs, as to
require more than ordinary ftrength to pull
it out, I can give you no better advice, than
to follow the fame method I made ufe of In
fuch a cafe, in the hofpital of Paris in 1659, in
the prefence of the phyficians of the hofpita}d,
an
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and Mr. Caftagnet, my brother furgeon. For,
being all agreed in opinion that the child
was dead, I took a hook of eight or ten inches
long, and putting the fame along my left
hand, faftened it within the feam of the-
fkull. After the woman was delivered, we
found fome parts of the child putrify’d, fo
that without this operation, the woman muft
infallibly have died, it being our opinion be-
fore, that there was but flender hopes of her
life.

Upon this occafion, T would admonifh all
men-midwives, to examine and duly reprefent
the danger of the patient to the ftanders by,
as they tender their reputation, it being cer-
tain that fuch like operations as this cannot be
performed without great violence, for either the
hook or the bones of the child’s head, which
are often pointed and as tharp as a razor, may
eafily wound the womb; therefore a man-
midwife ought to a& with great circum{pec-
tion in {uch a cafe, and to be careful in the
removing of thefe bones, for fear of wounding
the bladder or great gut. For which purpofe,
after you have well paired your nails, you muft
with your fingers {eparate and take out the bro-
ken bones, fo as not to wound the vagina or
entrance, or the bladder, which otherwife
prove the caufe of dangerous {ymptoms. Af-
ter you have cleared the paffage of all the mor-
fels of bones, you muft take hold with one
band, on the fkin of the child’s head, whiltt

C with
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with the other you take it under the armpits,
and fo draw it out; but if you can turn the
child fo as to lay hold of the feet, it is much
better, that being the fafeft way both for the
mother and child.

Thefe beforementioned {fymptoms frequently
happen to women at the firft time of their
lying-in, by reafon of the firaitnefs of thefe
parts. 'The caufe thereof alfo often depends
on the weaknefs of the child, which not being
able to further its birth, produces a tedious
and heavy labour, and fometimes convulfions
in the mother. After fuch a labour wherein
the privy parts of the woman have been brui-
fed by the hook or otherwife, you muft let
the woman reft at leaft for twelve hours to
recover her ftrength, after which you may
bathe or foment the affected parts, with a de-
cottion made of fair water, of barley and
chervil, a handful each. If you find any figns
of putrefaction (as it often happens) you may
without fear rub the corrupted parts very well
with fea water ; and in cafe that proves infuffi-
cient, you muft boil two ounces of theround Ari-
ftolochy-rootcutin flices in a pint of white wine,
to the remnant of two thirds, and add to it a lit-
tle fugar; with this decoction you muft bathe
your patient eight or ten times in twenty-four
hours. Women after {fuch a labour, being fome-
times afli®ed with a loofenefs and a fever,
you muft apply the following clyfter ; worm-
wood, motherwort, flowers of camomil and

melilot,
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melilot, the feed of coriander, of each a hand-
ful boiled in water. Or elfe you may make
ufe of the decotion of mallows, althea, vi-
olet leaves, {enecion, and the tops of white
poppies, without honey. You muft conftantly
ply the patient with fuch like clyfters, which
you may prepare alfo only of whey without
honey, or make ufe of fine wheaten-flower
boil’'d with water and the yolks of eggs, or
of the decotion of a fheep’s-head with the
tops of white poppies, according to the direc-
tion of your phyfician.

_Cz C:H- A P.
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What Method is to be taken in Cafe the Child
prefents its Face in Labour.

Henever the child comes with the face
foremoft, you may look upon it as not

much receeding from a natural birth, which
bowever muft be managed with a great deal of
tendernefs and circumf{pection, by reafon of
its dangerous confequences: for, if the man-
midwife or midwife goes about to promote the -
birth by the help of their fingers, it often
happens that they fpoil one, if not both the
eyes of the child, To avoid this, you muit
with your fingers, very gently difcover what
part of the face offers itfelf firft to your touch,
whether the mouth, the nofe, the eyes, the
forehead or chin; but take this for a general
rule, that, if you find the face foremoft, to
have patience, and not to be too bufy with your
fingers, unlefs it be to anoint the paflage with
frefh butter, to render it the more f{lippery,
and confequently the more eafy for the child.
For in this cafe the fingers do more harm than
good, both to the mother and child, and prove
more troublefome than the labour itfelf, which
differs but very little from a natural trai-
vail,
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vail, except that the face of the child com-
monly appears black, which is eafily removed
by applying a mixtare of red wine, oil of
fweet almonds, and hypericon ; in this you
may dip a thin cloth, and lay it to the face;
but have a care not to touch the eyes, for fear
of making them itch. This delivery 1s very
troublefome to the woman, becaufe the privy
parts are more extended in this than in any
other birth,  As for the after-burthen, the
fame muft be brought forth by the fame method
as has been defcribed before, only take care
not to pull with too much violence by the na-
vel-firing, for fear the fame fhould break off
clofe to the after-burthen, and fo prove of
dangerous confequence. I knew a certain
taylor’s wife, who had the bottom of the
womb pulled quite to the orifice by an un-
fkilful midwife, who looking upon the after-
burthen, and finding part of the membranes
wanting, put her hand again into the orifice
of the womb, where finding the bottom of the
womb inverted, and miftaking the fame for a
mole or fuperfetation, continued pulling with
all her ftrength, till finding the woman ready
to fwoon by the exceflive flooding, fhe fends
for me ; I being immediately convinced how
the matter flood, reduced the womb to its
natural pofition, and the woman recovered
from her fwooning fits ; but being afterwards
feized with an inflammation of thofe parts, died

not many days after ; I believe the might have
C3 been
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been faved had the womb been reftored ime
mediately.

Wherefore in cafe it happens that fome part
of the membranes belonging to the after-bur-
then remain behind, the midwife need not be
very anxlous upon that fcore, provided the
flooding continues, and is not ftopt by clods of
blood, or the remaining pieces of the mem-
branes : in fuch a cafe you muft, as gently as
pofiibly you can, fearch for them at the bottom
of the womb, and if you find them beyond
your reach, apply the following clyfter :

Mallows, marfh-mallows, pellitory of the
wall, linfeed, a handful of each, boil them
in fair water ; you may alfo add a handful of
wild cucumbers ; add to the decoétion three
ounces of honey, the fame quantity of oil of
olives, of the double catholicon and rhubarb
an ounce of each. You may alfo, with the
advice of her phyfician or man-midwife, put
fome juice of oranges in her broths.

CH AP
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What Method is fo be taken when the Feet of
 the Child, or when the Buttocks come fore-

moft.

F the feet of the child come foremoit,
you muft take care to baptize them im-
mediately, which done fearch the inward ori-
fice of the womb, which if you find thick and
not open as yet, you muft not be too hafty,
nor hazard any violent delivery of the child, .
but ftay till the womb is fufliciently opened
to afford a paffage for the birth. I will not
enlarge further upon this head at prefent,
becaufe I fhall have occafion to fay more of
it <in the following obfervations, as likewife
of the other, when the buttocks of the child
come foremoft; which, befides the natural
fhape of thofe parts, difcovers itfelf after the
breaking of the membranes, and the voiding
of the water, by a certain black excrement
(call’d by the vulgar fort, pitch, and by the
Grecks, Meconium) being in effect nothing elfe
than the natural grofs excrement of the guts,
In fuch a cafe as this, you muft not be im-
patient, for though the labour proceeds very
flow, yet it is not much more difficult than a
natural birth : whenceit is that our midwives
Cy fay
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fay by way of proverb, That where the buttocks
can pafs, the bead will follow of courfe. The
pofition of the child in this cafe is doubled,
with his thighs upon the belly, and the paf-
fage being once opened for the buttocks by the
reiterated pains, the head follows without
much trouble. You muft take hold of the

feet (as foon as they come out) and afterwards
of the fhoulders and head, '

CHAP.
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What is to be done if the Hand or Arm
comes firfl.

F the hand comes firlt, you muft endea-

vour to pufh it back again; but in cafe
you find the inward orifice of the womb nei-
ther {ufficiently opened, nor foft enough, you
muft keep the hand of the child fo long in
the neck of the womb, till you find the open-
ing wide enough to afford a paffage for the
hand of the man-midwife or midwife, in order
to turn the child. In cafe the arm of the child
comes forth beyond the neck of the womb,
you muft wrap the fame up immediately in a
warm cloth dipped in warm red wine, (after
you have baptized it) and then endeavour to
reduce it within the neck of the womb.

But if you find no poffibility of bringing
it back, and yet the womb {ufficiently open,
you muft endeavour to get your hand along
the arm of the child, and its body to the
thighs, and fo to the feet, in order to draw
them out of the womb, which, if you are able
to effect, is the moft fecure way ; but if not,
you muft bring out the foot and leg you
have taken hold of firft, which as it comes for-
ward, the arm draws backwards, the other
foot lying clofe to the child’s belly, after the

3 {fame
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fame manner, as when the child is born with
the buttocks foremoft.

So foon as one or both the feet are come
forth, you muft wrap them in a cloth, for your
hands being greafy they might flip into the
womb again : afterwards you muft take care
firft of the fhoulders, and then of the head,
and if you find the lat to ftick, you muft con-
vey your fingers into the child’s mouth, and
endeavour to draw it out thus gently, laymg
your other band in its neck, yet fo as to be
very careful not to choak the child, or pull
the trunk of the body from the head ; which
laft if it fhould happen (as it will fometimes)
you muft inceffantly bring your hand forward
to the bottom of the womb (without pulling
it out before) for in cafe the orifice of the
womb fhould clofe, you would find it a hard
talk to bring your hand into it. But after
you have brought it in, you muft fix a hook
into the head, and fo endeavour to draw it out

as gently as pofiibly you can,

CHAP
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What Method is to be followed, in cafe divers
Parts of the Child come forth at once.

F the navel-ftring comes firft, you muft en-
deavour to keep it inward, after you have
fomented the fame with a warm cloth dipped
in warm wine. The danger in this cafe is,
that unlefs the child is born foon after, it is
choaked by the ftring in its paffage. But in
cafe the child comes with the belly foremoft, and
the navel-ftring appears, you muft take the firft
opportunity of turning the child, as is ufual
in fuch cafes where the child does not come
forth according to the ufual courfe of nature.
If the fhoulder comes foremoft, you muft pro-
‘ceed according to the inftructions I have given
you in the following obfervations. If one foot
and the head fhould come at once, you muft
proceedewith great circumfipection; for if the
head opens the paflage and advances moft, you
muft keep back the foot, and promote the
coming forth of the head as the pains encreafe.
But for the further particulars hereof, T will re«
fer myfelf to the enfuing obfervations,

OBSER-
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OsservaTionN L

The Delivery of a Child with the Buttocks
Joremoft, |

CTOBER the 7th, 1664, T deliver-

ed a gentlewoman in Crofs-ftreet near

St. James’s church. I found her exceffive
weak, the membranes broken, the water
gone, and- the pains decreafing. Having greal-
ed my fingers with frefh butter, 1 fearched the
womb, by bringing my fingers along the neck
of it, and finding the child coming with the
buttocks foremoft, I anointed my hand all
over, and laying the woman crofs the bed,
ordered a woman on each fide to take hold of
her knees and legs, and a third to hold her
thoulders and head : this being the moft con-
venient pofture to deliver a woman in hard
Jabour. This done 1 brought my hand into
the womb, where meeting with the child’s
buttocks, I guided my hand along the anmus,
and fo along the thighs to the foot; I
took hold of it and bmuﬂrht it out, my hands
being befmeared with the black excrements I
mentioned before ; 1 pulled out the feet with
the help of fome warm cloaths wrapt about
them,
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them, for fear they thould flip out of my hands.
Having drawn it out to the thoulders, with fin-
gular care to fave the arms from being hurt,
I put my left hand on the neck, and the right
upon the breaft, but the child ftopping at the
os facrum, 1 was forced to put my fingers in
its mouth ; which fucceeded according to ex-
petation, for the child was born alive, and
the mother did very well.
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OsservaTIioN Il

The Delivery of a Woman afflicted with an ex-
ceffive flooding.

CTOBER gth, 1664, I was fent for

to a gentlewoman who reckoned to have

been big with child near eight months ; I found
her exceflive weak, {o as to be {carce able to
fpeak, and much dejected, having been afflict-
ed with a continued violent flux of blood for
eight days. I alked the midwife what remedies
the had made ufe of, who told me that fhe pro-
pofed feveral things, but thus were not accept-
ed of by the patient, who being now in im-
minent danger of perithing by her own obfti-
nancy, fent for a prieft, who having given her
the eucharift, and extreme untion, I told her
fpoufe, that the only way to fave her life, was

to
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to deliver her immediatcly, though after all 1
would not engage for her life, yet affuring him
that I had faved divers women in the fame
condition in the hofpital of Paris: he begged
of me to try my utmoft fkill, which I being
unwilling to comply with, without the advice
of a phyfician, they fent a coach for Dr. Bray-
er, but it being late at night, he refufed to
come, yet fent me an an{wer to the letter I
had writ to him, leaving the whole manage-
ment of the matter to my difcretion, of which
he hoped to fee the iffue the next day.

At the encouragement of the phyfician, hav-
ing anointed my fingers and hand with frefh
butter, I put it into the neck of the womb,
whence I brought forth many clods of coagula-
ted blood, and coming to the inward orifice,
I found the fame opened to the bignefs of a
French crown piece, and of the thicknefs only
of a twelfth part of aninch. Thus entering
further with my fingers, I perceived a {pongi-
ous fubftance, which at firft I miftook for clods
of blood, but foon found it to be the placente
uterina, which having feparated gently from
the womb, I broke the membranes which
were full of water: after I had once taken
hold of the child’s feet, I delivered the wo-
man, but the child was dead. We ordered
the child-bed-woman f{irengthening medi-
cines, which were approved the next morning
by Dr. Brayer, who prefcribed alfo a nourithing
diet and emollient clyiters, by the help where-

of



Eoghid

of the woman was reftored to her former
health, except that for a confiderable time af-
ter the was afflicted with violent pains in the
head ; it being rarely feen that women efcape
thefe pains after fuch a delivery, which, with-
out the fingular application of Dr. Brayer, would
have proved of much worfe confequence,
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OsservaTion IIL

The Delivery of a Woman af the beginning of
the Eighth Month, who died afterwards of

the Small Pox.

HE 16th of O&ober, 1664, I was fent

for to a gentlewoman, who at the be-
ginning of the eighth month of her being with
child, being feized with a moft violent pain
in her hips, I fearched her, but found no fymp-
toms of an approaching labour : T apply’d her
a clyfter, and by the advice of her phyfician,
the was let blood, but without any effed,
The next day phlebotomy was adminiftred
again, which produced fo good an effec, that
the pains increafing, fhe was happily deliver-
ed of a fon, who was baptized in the church
of St. Nicholas: but on the fourth day after
her delivery, the pain returned, and on a fud-
den the [mall pox appeared, and increafed fo
pro-
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prodigioufly, that her head fwelled to a vaft
bignefs, and in a few days put an end to her
life. I thought fit to infert this obfervation,
to ferve as a warning to women in child-bed,

to beware of the fmall pox as of the plague it-
felf.

'“' S P N N A S g O 0 N
i g f“u*-..f-ﬁ*...*-‘ {}F‘L > v‘“u:"’-u* e

OeservaTionNn IV.

The Delivery of a Child with one Arm fore-

moft.

HE 2d of November 1664, being fent

for to a gentlewoman in the new ftreet

of St. Mederick, I found the arm of the child
without the womb : having anointed my hand
with freth butter, and baptized the arm, I
endeavoured to reduce it into the womb, but
in vain, for being much f{welled within the
neck of the womb, I could not purfue my
defign for fear of breaking it. I therefore
put my hand along the arm of the child in-
to the womb, but not without great difficul-
ty and pain to myfelf and the woman, by rea-
fon of the f{welling of the arm. This occa-
fioned a fudden accident, for while I was
fearching for the feet, and endeaveuring to
turn the child, my hand was feized with fuch
a be-
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a benumbednefs, that I had not the leaft mo-
tion left in my fingers ; which being occafion-
ed by the firaitnefs of the innermoft orifice of
the womb, I was forced to have a little pa-
tience, till the orifice being fomewhat dilated,
and a free paffage afforded to the f{pirits (as
we fee in the loofening of a band about our
arm) the patural motion returned by degrees ;
{fo moving forward gently, I took hold of the
feet, and as thefe were drawn forward, the
arm and hand naturally was drawn inward
again ; I obferved the child’s heels turned to-
wards the great gut, and the toes to the blad-
der, which made me turn it, for fear it thould
in its paflage ftick at the os facrum, and choak
the child ; tho’at the fame time I am fenfible,
it is not always in the power of a man-mid-
wife to turn the child.

This being of an extraordinary bignefs, did
- ftick in the paflage at the thoulders, but I loof-
ned the fame by bringing my fingers along
both arms above the fhoulders ; which done,
I put my left hand to the breaft to uphold i,
and my right to the neck to bring it out with
the more ftrength. The child proved (o
bulky, that the midwife was forced to affift
me in holding it up, and I drew it forward in
a ftrait line with all the fkill and firensth
I was mafter of, but without fuccefs, which
obliged me to put two of my fingers of the
left hand ito the child’s mouth, and to take

hold of the under jaw-bones, before I could
D ac-
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accomplith the delivery of the child, which
proved a lufty daughter.

Finding the after-burthen to remain clofe
to the womb, I brought my right hand along
the navel-ftring (faftened round the fingers of
my left) to the bottom of the womb, and fe-
parating the fame from the womb, fhe fol-
lowed without any difficulty; fhe had but
little flooding at firft, but by the help of two
ounces of the beft fallad oil, mixed with a
little fugar, and the ufe of fome good broth, it
fucceeded much better afterwards. We alfo
order’d her every morning and evening a cly-
fter of mallows, althea, violet-leaves, pellito-
ry of the wall, linfeed, and three ounces of
honey, fometimes with and {fometimes without

the honey, by turns.

OgsegervaTION V.

The Delivery of a Child with the Elbow fore-

mofl.

HE 16th of November 1664, I was
called to 2 woman in the Helmet-{treet ;
I found the elbow without the exterior or
outward orifice of the womb ; but Yor fear of

miftaking one of the knees for the elbow, I
brought
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brought my hand within the inward orifice,
when difcovering the remaining part of the
arm, I reduced it backwards gently, and the
water being not quite difcharged out of the
membranes, the moiftnefs of the parts frood
me in good ftead, in turning of the child.
This done I took hold of the fcet, and hav-
ing brought them to the outward orifice,
I baptized them, and wrapping them in
warm linnen cloths, pull’d the child (which
was very lufty and lively) towards me in a
dire@& line, to the fhoulders, taking care to
bring out alfo the arms, which did not
follow immediately. This done, I put my
left hand to its neck, and my right to the
breaft, and thus making ufe of one or the
other as occafion required, the head followed
without oppofition, the paffages being fuffici-
ently opened before.

But coming to the after-burthen, I found
the fame faftned to the womb, fo that I was
forced to feparate the fame by bringing my
right band along the navel-ftring to the bot-
tom of the womb, whilft I held the firing
with my left. In cale the after-burthen is
not {o clofely fixt to the womb, you may
{fpare this trouble to the woman, for it will
follow by only pulling the navel-ftring gently
and by degrees ; I fay gently, for fear of inver-
ting the womb, and drawing it along with the
firing : f which more hereafter in the 76th
obfervation,

D2 After
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After the woman was delivered, T ordered
her to be well rubbed and covered with hot
cloths ; becaufe fhe had been fenfible of an ex-
ceffive cold from the beginning of her labour,
a thing very ufual, and the common fore-runner
of the approaching travail. I alfo ordered a
warm cloth to be put into her privities, to keep
out the cold air, which otherwife often ftops the
neceflary ﬂﬂudlng or after-purgations, bloats
the womb, and caufes other troublefome fymp-
toms : but care muft be taken not to ftop up
the orifice of the womb, which would hin-
der the flooding, and confequently occafion
{wooning fits in the woman, by the vapours
of the putrify’d blood : however our woman

was very fuccefsful in her purgations.

2 S $ PPN IEH DL 2B TS S

OBseErRvATION VL

The .fo.rwry of a Child, the Head wheregf
Puck in the Womb after the coming forth of
the awhole Body.

HE 20th of July 1665, I was fent for to

a woman in White-Bread-ftreet. 1 found

the whole body of the child come forth to the
neck, which was {o clofely fixt within the in-
ward orifice of the womb, that the child was
choak’d,
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choak’d, and quite dead when I came. The
midwife had done her duty to accomplith the
delivery, which had a promifing afpect at firft,
but finding her ftrength infufficient, this, to-
gether with her being upbraided by the ftanders
by, had put her into fuch a confternation, that
the {carce knew what fhe did; the woman’s
hutband threatning to kill her. I told them
that thefe were wrong methods to be ufed
with a man-widwife or midwife whillt they
were employed in fuch dangerous cafes.
The child being turn’d quite black, T flipt the
fingers of my left hand along the neck of the
womb, and finding the innermoft orifice
(where the child ftuck) fettled very low, I with
much ado got my fingers within it, which
done I widened the orifice by degrees, at the
fame time upholding the breaft of the child
with the fame hand. The face of the child
being towards the guts, I put my right hand
to the neck, drawing gently in a fhiait line,
for fear of pulling the womb out together
with the head of the child.

I alfo ordered the midwife and the nurfe
to lift up the woman, by the help of a
doubled table-cloth put under her buttocks;
n this pofture I advanced in my work (which
I could not do before) and faftning my fin-
gers m the ear and mouth, I accomplifhed the
delivery,» being very well fatisfied before-
hand, that there were not the leaft figns of
life in the child, This way 1s very ufeful,

b and
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and the moft commodious in all hard la-
bours,

Whilft T was getting out the after-burthen,
I found fome part of it remaining behind clofe
to the womb, which I was forced to loofen
with my hand {liding gentfy along the na-
vel- ﬂrmg, and to bring it out; for in cafe
any confiderable part thereof thould ftay be-
hind, it would caufe dangerous fymptoms to
the woman, which you may prevent, by bring-
ing forth the fame with the help of your hand,
which may be brought into the womb gent-
ly (even if it thould clofe up after the birth)
provided you proceed gradually: for your
hand being lefs than the child, the parts flip-
pery, and for the moft part benumbed, you
may perform this talk without much difficul-
ty and pain. But have a care your nails be
very well pair’d, and that the woman does
not ftrain or prefs downwards, which may
occafion a bearing down of the womb, or at
leaft a relaxation.

OBSE R-
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OsservaTioN VI

The Delivery of a Child offering itfelf with
the upper Part of the Shoulder jforemoft.

THE 4th of Auguft 1665, being called
X toa woman in labour in the Dolphin-

fireet, the midwife told me, I was likely to
meet with a difficult tafk, which proved true
in the event. The woman complained of ex-
cefiive pains; and the water contained in
the membranes, was voided before. The
poor woman declared, that fhe had never felt
fuch pains in all her life. At which I was not
much furprized, confidering it was her firft
child, the delivery of which proves generally
more difficult than in other women, whoic
parts are already extended by preceding
births,

However I brought in my finger along the
neck of the womb, which, together with the
inward orifice, I found quite ftopp’d up with
the thoulder of the child; but for fear of a
miftake, I'let my fingers go deeper within the
orifice (after I had fufficiently greafed them
with oil of fweet almonds) where I could
plainly diftinguifh the neck, the collar-bone,

D 4. the



[ 40 ]

the fhoulder-blade, and the arm of the child.
Finding it in this pofture, I reprefented the
danger both of the child and the woman to
her friends, who defired me to do my utmoft,
and what I judged moft convenient in reliev-

ing the woman (which was always to be firft
regarded) with as much fpeed as poffibly
could be.

I went then to work, and bringing my
hand as gently as could be done to the bot-
tom of the wcmb I found the child funk very
deep, which made me endeavour to raife it,
firft by difentangling the arm and head,
which ftuck in the paffage together with the
fhoulder ; but finding this impracticable for
fear of hurting the mother, I made fhift to
bring out the arm, which I baptized : then
guiding my hand along the arm of the child
into the womb, and fo farther along its body,
thighs and legs, in fearch of the feet, I at
lalt got hold of them ; and as I drew them to-
wards me, the arms receded back by degrees
into the place where the feet had been before 3
but all this being not to be done without fome
vi ‘JI(‘;‘I”]CE the child was in imminent danger of

life : nothing being more frequent than to
i:.L the poor babes perith during the hardfhips
of labour.

But to return to ours. Having taken all pof-
fible care to turn its toes towards  the guts,
and the heels towards the bladder, I pull'd it
out to the ancles, and part of the reft of the

body
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body foon after : then advancing with my
hand to the fhoulders, and having brought out
the arms, I put my left hand to its breaft,
and the right to its neck, which fucceeded fo
well, that the child came into the world with-
out being mangled in the leaft. The after-
burthen following immediately : I rubbed the
child all over with cloths dipped in warm
wine, mixt with fome frefh butter, to refrefh
its fpirits and natural heat ; for which pur-
pofe I alfo put fome bruifed onions to its no-
{trils, and fpouted a little wine into the mouth,
noftrils, eyes, and ears, with fo good fuccefs,
that the child was entirely revived for that
time, but died not long after, being quite
{pent during the labour ; the more, becaufe
I took all the care I could not to hurt the
mother,

‘The woman I ordered two ounces of {yrup
of maiden-hair, mixed with the juice of three
four oranges, and an ounce of oil of {weet
almonds, to promote the flooding; and two
hours after fhe took a cup of broth. The
next day we applied a clyfter of the decoc-
tion of the leaves of mallows, althea, of vio-
lets, and pellitory of the wall, a handful
each, mixed with three ounces of honey ;
which being repeated the following days, fhe
began to mend apace ; but being troubled with
the milk-fever (owing its origin to the great
quantity of milk flowing to the breafts), we
checked the fame by applying quilts of cotton

upon
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upon the breafts, which need not be changed
very often, for fear of catching cold, which
produces a coagulation of the milk, inflam-
mations, and exulcerations in the breafts,
which are generally prevented by keeping
them well covered. After the fecond day,
we fomented the privy-parts with a decoction
of barley and chervil, which was reiterated
every fixth hour; and every third hour fhe
took a little chicken-broth, with fome veal
and a little mutton boiled in it. On the
feventh day we allowed her fome toafted bread
in her broth, by which means fhe recovered
beyond expeltation, confidering her late hard-
fhips ; it being certain, that fuch deliveries as
thefe ought to be looked upon as in a manner
miraculous, and wrought by the hands of
Providence.

OBSER-
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OsservaTioN VIIIL

The Delivery of Twins, one baving its right Thigh
crofs the left, and the other its Feet firait.

HE 19th of Auguft, being fent for to a

gentlewoman in labour, I found the
midwife, who was very old, quite amazed at
the bulk of the woman’s belly, which was
very exceflive. I fearched her, and finding the
water already gone, began to fufpe& there
were no lefs than two children. The firft
thing that prefented itfelf, was an arm of a
child, which I endeavouring to thruft back-
ward, but in vain, I guided my hand gently
along the arm and the child’s body to the
feet, one of which I took hold of, and draw-
ing it out of the womb, the child turned, and
the arm receded backwards as the leg came
forth to the knee. Then I found the right
foot to lay crofs the middle of the outfide of
the left thigh, in the inward orifice of the
womb. This made me ftop, for fear of
breaking the bone of that leg, if I had been
too hafty; fo guiding my hand as gently as
could be along the leg (come out before)
and thigh, I removcd the foot that lay acrofs

th ence,
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thence, and fo out of the womb, till I could
pull it out by both the feet together, a thing
conftantly to be obferved in our pra&ice. For
the reft, it is to be obferved, that generally
fpeaking, you need not be very follicitous to
fearch for the other leg, after the coming out
of the firft. For I have frequently obferved in
the many deliveries made in our hofpital of
Paris, 1660, 1663, by Mrs. Moreau and Mrs,
France, both very experienced midwives, that
whenever one of the child’s legs is come out,
they never fearch after the other, (unlefs in fuch
cafes as this) it being certain, that the woman
i1s thus delivered with much lefs pain, than
when you put your hand fo often within the
womb, and the child is alfo not put to fo much
hardfhip : whereof more anon, when we fhall
have occafion to fpeak of the child’s coming
with its fundament foremoff.
Both the legs of the child being come out,
I wrapt them in foft cloths, and fo drew out
the whole body, which followed without much
difficulty, except that it did ftick a little at
the head ; but laying one of my hands upon
the breaft, and the other upon the neck, it
{ucceeded very well, and proved a lufty boy.
As 1 was bufy in fetching out the after-bur~
then, the continuation of the pains in the wo-
man, and the extenfion of the membranes
prefled downwards by the water, feon con-
vinced me, there was another child at hand.
This made me tie immediately two knots on
the
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the navel-ftring of the firft born babe, which

I cut thro’ betw;xt the two knots, wnhout
which the mother as well as the child would
have been much impaired by the lofs of blood.
The knots are made by the means of a four
doubled twifted yarn, having a knot on each
end : this thread you muft wind twice round
the navel-ftring, and then tie very clofe with
a knot, fo as 0 ftop the paflage of the blood,
for in cafe it fhould loofen, it may endanger
the life of the child.

If you find more than one child, you muft
mfallibly take care to tie thefe knots in two
places in the navel-ftring, viz. one above two
inches breadth above the navel of the child,
and the other two inches farther tnwards
that part of the navel-ftring which is faft-
ned to the after-burthen, cutting afterwards
the f{ame betwixt both thefe knots, to ftop
the effufion of blood, and this muft be done
before you fetch out the after-burthen. Both
thefe knots are intended for the fame purpnfe
the firft to prevent the lofs of blood in the
child, which would occafion its death, where-
of there are feveral inftances. The fecond an-
{wers the fame end in ftopping the blood
from flowing out of the other part, to the
prejuélce of the mother ; ; befides that, in cafe
of twins, the laft child would be very much
weakened or perhaps perith by the lofs of
blood, and the mother fall into {wooning-
fits, or be in danger of her life, There

are
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are inftances enough of many women that
have been loft by the cowardice of their
midwives, who wanting courage to deliver
the fecond child, have left the poor mothers
deftitute to their utter deftruction. Thefe
two knots have alfo this further ufe, that by
keeping the blood in the after-burthen, the
fame appears more florid to the fight.

But to return to the fecond child: I found
the membranes fwell’d by the prefling down
of the water, to the bignefs of a child’s head,
or rather like a pig’s bladder filled with water.
‘Thefe being born down below both the ori-
fices of the womb, I opened the fame with a
pin, contrary to the opinion of many mid-
wives, who commonly make ufe of a grain of
falt to make an opening; for thefe mem-
branes have little or no fenfe ; and it is fo far
from being dangerous to open the fame after
they are born out or into the paflage or ve-
gina, that in many diflicult cafes we open
them without fear within the womb 1tfelf,
which by my own reiterated experience, I
have found fo advantageous to the woman,
that by two or three pains after {uch an open-
ing, the head of the child has appear’d very
forward towards a happy delivery. However
this obtains not in all women, for in fome
the water is voided a long while before the
delivery, which therefore proves more tedious.

The membranes being opened and the wa-

ter gone, I laid hold of one of the feet of the
{econd
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fecond child, and having pulled it out and
baptized it, I wrapt about it a linnen-cloth,
becaufe I found the whole leg covered with a
kind of a whitith thick flime (of the thick-
nefs of the twelfth part of an inch) beyond
what is ufually obferved in thofe cafes, fome
whereof I had the curiofity to throw into the
fire, and obferved it to crack and burn like
oil or greafe. The thighs and legs of this
child being not crofled but in their natural po-
fition, the delivery fucceeded beyond expec-
tation, all the paffages being ftill open fince
the delivery of the firft child. I had no
fooner given it to the midwife, but going on in
my work to fetch out the after-burthen, I re-
membred, that tho’ each child i1s always en-
clofed in its peculiar membranes, yet twins
have fometimes but one mother-cake or after-
burthen. T drew the navel-ftring to try whe-
ther the after-burthen would follow without
any further trouble, which fucceeded accord-
ing to wifh, (tho’ I had often experienced the
contrary in our hofpital) the after-burthen
following without the leaft difficulty : One of
the navel-firings of thefe two children was faft-
ned to the middle of the after-burthen, the
other being inferted on the edge of one and
the {fame after-burthen.

For the reft, the flooding of the woman
gave a kind appearance, and fhe was very
careful iu her diet, always fqueezing the juice
of half a four orange into a cup of broth,

2 : befides
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befides that fhe had a clyfter every morn-
ing and evening made of the decofion of
mallows, althea, and violet-leaves, with three
ounces of honey in the morning, but in the
evenings without it. Clyfters are abfolutely
requifite for a2 woman in child-bed, at leaft
twice a day. You muft alfo foment the privy-
parts with the decoction of barley, and cher-
vil, as has been mentioned before.

OsservaTIionN IX.

Concerning the Delivery of Twins.

HE 22d of O&ober 1665, I delivered

a woman of two children. Her belly
appearing exceffive big, I fufpected the thing
as it happened, efpecially when I perceived
that abundance of water had been voided al-
ready, after the opening of the membranes.
I brought my hand to the very bottom of the
womb, where meeting with the feet of one
of the children, I brought them out, and the
relt of the body following without any other
obftacle, I tied the two before-mentioned
knots on the navel-ftring, which I cut in
the middle betwixt both as before; foon after

I difcovered the membranes of the fcmpd
child
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child much extended by the prefling down
of the water, which being broken I began to
look for the child, which appearing with its
arm foremoft, I put it back, and guiding my
hand gently along its body, took hold of the
feet, and accomplithed the delivery, which
was no fooner done, together with the after-
burthen, but the womb clofed up again in an
inftant. I found but one after-burthen, dif-
tinguifhed however in the middle by a fmall
ftreak, a fign that they were two after-burthens
growing clofe together, though their fepara-
tion was fcarce diftinguithable. 'The midwife
gave the mother two {poonfuls of fweet oil
with fugar. I afked the midwife, 7o what
purpofe fhe gave it 2 She anfwered, To promote
the flooding, being g common remedy among the
poor people ; and it fucceeded very well in this

worman.

E OBsSER-
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OBseErvaTION X.

The Delivery of a Woman whofe Privities being
Jwelled to the bignefs of @ Head, were fcarce
d. .%T?"ﬂf' ble.

ANUARY 14, 1666. A certain mid-
wife being fent for to a woman in labour

in the Puppet-ftrect, fhe began to fearch her,
but not being able to find the paffage to the
womb, becaufe the privy parts were fwelled to
the bignefs of a head, fo as to have loft their
natural fhape, fhe called for a candle, and
looking narrowly upon what fhe had not been
able to difcover, f{he judged it to be an inver-
fion or bearing down of the whole neck of
the womb, attended with a relaxation of the
ligaments. But underftanding that another
midwife that had been call’d before her, re-
fufed to meddle in the matter, the defired fur-
ther advice : whereupon I being called, I a-
greed with the midwife in the fame opinion.
I difcovered a {lit of the length of the 24th
part of an inch, out of which iffued a flimy
watry liquor, which made me imagine, it was
the innermoft orifice of the womb. This
tumour was round and even on the fuperfi-
cles
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cies like the crown of a hat, the {lit in the
middle, and in the fame appeared a white
fpeck, fmooth and even, and furrounded with a
little hair.

I afked the patient, Whether fhe bad ever
been delivered of a child before? She anfwered,
No. 1 further atked, Whether during ber big-
nefs fhe bad firained berfelf by bard labour, or
been fenfible of any fharp defluctions or pains?
She replied, No : and that fbe did not perceive
this fwelling till the day before, with wiolent
pains, and bearing downwards, and that fhe Fad
tried all fhe knew to reduce it into its natural

ofition. 1 then afked her, Whether before mar-
riage fhe bad been fenfible of any thing of this
nature 2 She told me, That as long as j}' e could
remember, the !:gamma‘r of ber womb bad been
Jubjeit to rffaxﬂmm but that as often as any
bearing down bad b:zppemd in thofe parts, fhe ufed
fo reduce them herfelf : She added, Tkat during
ber being with child fhe bad not been fenfible of
thefe relaxations before yeflerday, at the fame
time (as fhe fuppofed with probability enough)
when the firfl pains of ber travail coming upon
her, rf:mraa'umi the relaxation of thefe veffils
and Ii gaments.

Being {ufficiently convinced by thefe circum-
ftances, that this delivery was not likely to
be performed without danger, I defired the
advice of Dr, Moreau, deacon of the faculty
of Paris, profeffor of the Royal Academy, and
chief phyﬁcnn to the Dauldhme;s of whofe

E 2 ability
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ability T having had a thoufand proofs before,
I was very glad to be fupported by his ad-
vice in fo nice a point. After due examina-
tion of the matter, he judged it a dangerous
cafe, but agreed with the midwife and myfelf,
that the delivery (after due care taken for the
woman’s foul) ought by all means to be at-
tempted.

Accordingly it was thought fit to convey a
{ilver probe, with a round knot at the end,
into the opening, whence as we told you iflu-
ed the {limy liquor ; thereby to endeavour the
extenfion or dilatation of it, till it would ad-
mit of one finger, and fo gently and by degrees
a fecond, and at laft a third, whereby to en-
deavour its further dilatation, by forming with
the fingers a kind of a fpeculum matricis, being
much more natural than the iron fcrew, As I
was altogether of the fame opinion, fo I repre-
fented the fafety of this undertaking as confo-
naot to the true rules of nature, when by the
pains the water enclofed in the membranes, be-
ing prefled down into the inward orifice of the
womb, the paffige is opened for the more ealy
delivery of the head, and confequently of the
body of the child.

Dr. Moreau agreeing with me in the fame
point, to work I went, but whatever pains I
took, could not extend the opening beyond the
bignefs of a crown-piece, though I found the
inward orifice of the womb not above a quarter
of an inch thick; it was then refolved to afford

fome
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fome refpite and reft to the patient, the being
much weakned with the violence of the pain,
as we were not a little tired, having been con-
ftantly employed about one thing or other,
from four in the morning till feven at night.
Thus leaving the patient to the care of the
midwife, we returned about eight, and were
informed by the midwife, that there had been
"but a {lender appearance of any true figns of a
delivery, the natural parts not producing the
ufual effe¢ of opening the os facrum, and prefi-
ing the membranes forward, by reafon of other
intervening pains, occafioned perhaps by the
extenfion of the bladder, by the urine con-
tained therein, fhe having made no water for
{ome time before.

Hereupon it being once more advifed by
Dr. Moreau not to delay the delivery any lon-
ger, I began afrefh to attempt the dilatation of
the inward orifice of the womb with my
fingers, which fucceeded beyond hopes: I
brought in two fingers (one of each hand) on
the fides of the opening I had made before,
which being thus dilated by degrees, I thewed
Dr. Moreau what advances I had made, tel-
ling him, That fince neither the membranes,
nor the bead of the child could open the paffage,
my fingers were the only remedy we muft rely up-
on. 'Thus prefling gently forwards, and being
feconded by fome pains, and the utmoft en-
deavours of the mother, I began to conceive
fome hopes; and in effe& foon after the mem-

E 3 branes
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branes coming to break in the opening, this
~together with a fucceeding pain, and the joint
endeavours of the mother and child, produced
this good effe@, that in the next following
pain, fhe was delivered of a girl. Trom
whence it is evident how unjuftly the poor
midwives are fometimes cenfured by the ftan-
ders by, as if by renting the womb of the wo-
man with their nails, they prove often the
occafion of their deftruction, whereas the
fame ought for the moft part to be attributed
to the preternatural difpofition of the noble
parts, or fome malignant corrofive humours:
the moft danger likely to proceed from a mid-
wife, 1s, when after her coming from the de-
fivery of an infeCted woman, fhe communi-
cates the virulency, adhering to her fingers, to
others.

Immediately after the birth of the child, I
brought forth alfo the after-burthen, and
thrufling my fft gently againft the bottom
of the womb, reduced the fame with all the
adjacent parts into their natural ftation and
hape. 'This done, I put a cloth before the ori=
fice of the womb, ordered the head of the pa-
tient to be laid very low, with a pillar rowled
together betwixt and under the knees, as is
ufually done with child-bed women. I order-
ed alfo her breafts to be covered with a four-
doubled cloth, with fome cotton betwixt the
pleats, to keep thofe parts from catching cold
during her flooding. I alfo kept her bellybanﬁ

ac
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back tied by winding it up in a broad cloth>
and laid upon the womb above the bladder, a
triangular comprefs, with a four Iquare one
upon it, the better to keep thofe parts in their
proper ftation, to keep them warm, and to
promote the flooding. Dr. Moreau prefcribed
her the juice of three four oranges, mixed with
two ounces of the cil of {weet almonds, and
the fame quantity of {yrup of maiden-hair, to
be taken at twice ; befides emollient, cooling,
and anodyne clyfters, to be applied every day.
The flooding appeared beyond expectation,
and with {uch ftupendous fuccefs, that on the
eighth day after her delivery, 1found her fit-
ting in a chimney-corner, and fhe has been
well ever fince, (though without being with
child) the daughter lived till {he was two years
old. I had almoft forgot to tell you, that for
fome days we fomented her privy parts with
the decoction of barley and chervil, and that
after the flooding, we bathed the fame parts
with the water of myrrh, a powerful remedy
in fuch cafes, by reafon of its aftringent and
cooling quality,
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OeservaTionNn XI.

The Delivery of a Child with its Right Buttock
Soremoft.

ARCH 21ft, 1666, being called to

a gentlewoman, I found upon fearch,
the right buttock of the child foremoft. The
membranes being broken before, I pufhed the
child gently backwards with my fingers, 3nd
guiding them al ong its right thigh and leg, t
the fraut I pulled it out and bapuzf.d it. Th1s
done, I wrapping a cloth about the foot, the
whole body followed with eafe to the head,
which fticking in the paflage, I was forced to
bring the fingers of my right hand into the
child’s mouth, whilft with my left, I upheld
it at the breaft ; and this accomplifhed the de-
livery with good fuccefs, the mother finding
herfelf very well afterwards, without any fur-
ther affiftance than what is ufual with other wo-
men in child-bed,

OBRSERe
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OpservaTionN XII.

A Delivery of a Dropfical Woman.

PRIL the 11th, 1666, I was called to
a certain gentlewoman then in labour,
in the ftreet of S. Germain del” Auxerrois, not
far from the New Bridge ; but finding the
woman affli¢ted with a dropfy and feverifh, I
defired the affiftance of Dr. Matthews, a learn-
ed phyfician, who ftayed with me during the
whole delivery. This gentlewoman was not
only much {welled all over the body, but had
alfo a tumour on her belly below the navel,
of the bignefs of a loaf of three pounds, which
feemed to be filled with a flatulent humour
the patient was much dejected (notwithftand-
- ing I did all I could to encourage her) having
been told by feveral of her acquaintance, that
fhe could not efcape with life; thus having
made provifion for her foul, fhe gave pDﬁtWﬂ
orders to her fervants (becaufe the was a wo-
man of quality) not to let either the doctor or
me go out of the houfe, till they faw the iffue
of the matter.
After due fearch made, I told her that the
child being well turned, there was great hopes

of
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of her fafe delivery, and being affured at the
{fame time by Dr. Matthews, that the had {uffi-
cient firength left, fhe began to conceive fome
hopes. 'The water contained within the mem-
branes did prefs with {uch violence upon the pri-
vy parts, that they appeared as big as a child’s
head, and breaking foon after, {he voided no
lefs than eight pounds of water, which being
followed by the child, fhe difcharged as much
more water as before. 'This {udden evacuati-
on caufing a great weaknefs as well in the mo-
ther as the child, the laft was baptized imme-
diately by Dr. Matthews, and died foon af-
ter, being as was fuppofed fuffocated by the
great quantity of water voided during the
delivery of the mother. The after-burthen
being likewife brought forth, the flatulent tu-
mour below the navel vanifhed in a moment,
as did the dropfy by degrees, by the help of
the flooding and fome other proper remedies
prefcribed by Dr. Matthews. She went abroad
within fourteen days after, and {poke much in
our recommendation among all her acquain-
tance.

QOBsEr-
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OeservaTion XIII.

The Delivery of a Child with the Belly
Sforemof?.

HE 2s5th of April (being Eafter-day)

16606, I was called to a gentlewoman of
a very handfome afpect, in the Goldfmith’s
fireet. I was unwilling to tell her the unnatural
pofition of the child, afking her only, ?#he-
ther fhe was ready to be delivered : Whereupon
fhe anfwered with a fmile, That fbe was fenfible
ber pains were not flrong enough as yet for a deli-
very ; unto which the midwife replied, Zhat
notwithflanding this fhe might be delivered if fhe
thought fit. She began to fufpet the matter,
and conjured me to fearch her, and let her
know whether the child was rightly turned
or noft.

I finding the child coming with the navel
foremoft, told her, That the cafe being of dan-
gerous confequence, 1 defired the advice of fome
other perfon ; but fhe declaring her pofitive re-
folution, of relying (next to God) upon my
endeavours, and defiring me to haften her de-
livery, I brought my right hand and fingers,
clofe and ftrait put together, into the outward

orifice
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orifice of the womb, and thence to the inward
orifice, which I found f{ufficiently opened to
admit my whole hand and fingers, the moft
proper inftruments for fuch an operation,

I found in the neck of the womb, a tough
flime with fome part of the membranes car-
ried thither with the water, which did me
great fervice in the enfuing delivery. 1 found
the inward orifice of the womb opened to
the bignefs of the extended palm of my
hand, fo that my hand meeting with an ea-
fy entrance, I felt a foft fubftance, which by
the navel-firing I foon difcovered to be the
child’s belly, and by the beating of the ar-
teries, judged it to be ftill alive; I told this
welcome news to the mother (to encourage
her in her labour) who anfwered me, That
She was not follicitous for ber own life, provided
the child might (through God's mercy) be pre=
ferved till it could be baptized. Which I affured
her was likely to be done. .

I then tried what part of the child I could
lay hold on firft; but found ncither head nor
foot ; till at laft lighting upon a hand, I did
however not meddle with that, but guiding
my hand gently along the thigh, I took hold
of a foot on the right fide of the womb, and
boought it out, taking fpecial care to turn the
toes towards the fundament of the mother,
as has been obferved before. I drew the foot
towards me very gently, and with a great deal
ef circumfpection, which being baptized, I

{fearched
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fearched after the other foot, which being al-
{o found, I put both legs together, and wind-
ing them in a fine cloth to prevent their be-
ing bruifed or hurt, I pulled out the child
gradually to the fhoulders, which required all
the ftrength I had (as in moft other cafes of
this nature). But finding the orifice of the
womb fomewhat clofed again, I was forced to
put my fingers into the child’s mouth to
bring forth the head, though without the leaft
violence. For putting my left hand to its breaft,
I fupported it thus till with the right I could
dilate the inward orifice, which done I put
my hand to the neck, and fo delivered the
woman of a girl. The after-burthen follow-
ing with eafe ; I laid the fame with the navel-
ftring to it upon the child’s belly, which being
extreamly weak, lay extended upon a pillow
before the fire, without any motion, beating
of the arteries or pulfe, or any other fign of
life. We did all we could to revive it by
wrapping it in cloaths dipt in warm wine,
boiling the after-burthen in claret, holding
onions to its noltriis, and {pouting wine into
the mouth, nofe, ears and eyes, and wathing
the temples with the fame; which at laft pro-
duced this good effect, that the child recover=-
ed 1ts {pirits, and is fince grown up very heal-
thy and well to the age of feventeen years,
The mother alfo did extraordinary well, hav-
ing had feveral children afterwards.

ORBSER-~
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OBservaTionNn XIV.

Concerning an After-burthen joined elofe to the
Subfance of the Womb.

HE firft of May, 1666, 1 was called to

a woman in the Cutler’s ftreet, to deli-
ver her from her after-burthen joined to the
fubftance of the womb ; the midwife having in
vain endeavoured its delivery, After I had greaf-
ed my hands, I brought my right hand to the
bottom of the womb, where I felt the after-
burthen; but the navel-ftring being broken
before, I {earched on all fides with my fingers,
though very gently, the inncrmoft part of the
womb, to find out in which part it was moft
clofely joined to its fubftance ; which having
difcovered, I peeled it off, bEgmnmrr on the
andermoft part Df the womb, till it dropt into
my hand.

Upon this occafion I difcovered the {ubftance
of the womb to be foft and membranous, of
the thicknefs of a quarter of an inch, but
fomewhat thicker in that part where the af-
ter-burthen had been joined to it, he main
thing that fatisfied my curiofity. I fepara-

ted this after-burthen from the womb, with
the

&
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the extremities of my fingers, beginning on
the undermoft part, as I told you before, juft
as we do loofen a pafte or dough from a table
ot board ; which being quite loofened, I drew
it out of the womb with the fame extremi-
ties of my fingers ; for had it been done with
the whole hand or fift, it would have created
new pain and trouble to the woman. You
muft be careful not to leave any picces of fkin
or remnants of the after-burthen in the womb,
the fame being attended with two dangerous
{ymptoms.

The firft is, that in cafe part thereof remains
clofe to the womb, it putrifies and often de-
generates into an inflammation or cancerous
ulcer, and confequently kills the woman. Of
this I faw an inftance in our hofpital in 1653,
when no fmall contefts arofe betwixt the phy-
ficians of the hofpital, concerning a woman
that died in child-bed: for being opened by
Mr. Angot, furgeon in ordinary to the hof-
pital, and part of the after-burthen found
fticking clofe to the womb, fome of the phy-
ficians declzred the fame to be the occafion of the
death of the woman., But Dr, Moreau, the
eider, one of the greateft phyficians of our
age, replied, That it was not fufficient, to al-
ledge this as a caufe of the death of the woman,
but that an enquiry ought to be made, whether
the fault was in the midwife or the ill confli-
tution of the body of the deceafed. He ordered
Mr. Angot to feparatc the remaining part,

which
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which he not being able to do without tearing
off part of the fubftance of the womb, Dr.
Moreau faid, I am convinced that fome people
are of [o unfortunate a conflitution, that it is
ampoffible to expect a bappy delivery in them.
Thofe in whom the after-burthen is fo clofely join-
ed to the fubflance of the womb, abound commonly
in atrabilearious bumours, by which the after-
burthen is fo clofely joined to the womb, that it is
next to an impofibility even for a man-midwife
to promife a [afe delivery; wherefore if is very
bard to pafs fuch fevere cenfures upon a midwife
after fle kbas done all that lay in her power; it
being certain that Nature itfelf, without any
Sault of the man-midwife or midwife, is the
real occafion of the death of the patient. Thus
the reputation of the poor midwife was faved
by the knowledge of this phyfician, who was
the ornament cf the faculty.

The fecond fymptom is the exceflive flux
of blood that conftantly attends the woman,
in cafe any part of the after-burthen remains
fix’d to the womb, the blood ifluing through
the opening of the vefiels, inferted into the
remaining part of the after-burthen; which
never ceafing till that part is removed, it is fuf-
ficient alone to prove mortal. But to return
to our obfervation. After having feparated
the after-burthen, I turned my hand round
the infide of the womb, to feel whether there
were any remnants left; when I perceived
the womb to be grown already thicker and

D harder,
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harder, beyond what it was immediately af-
ter the feparation of the after-burthen.
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OeservaTIioN XV.

The Delivery of a Dead and Putrified Child.

UNE the 16th, 1666, I was fent for by

a midwife in labour, being a woman of
quick parts, and confequently fenfible of her
dangerous condition, which fhe had {ufficient-
ly difcovered by the naufeous fcent that ad-
hered (upon fearch made by herfelf) to her
fingers, By the circumftances fhe related to
me, I could judge no otherwife, but that the
child was dead ; and finding her extremely
fearful even before I touch’d her, I recom-
mended patience to her, afluring her, That I
would ufe ber as gently as poffibly I could.

Having conveyed my hand into the neck of
the womb, I perceived the head to come fore-
moft, but with a moft abominable fcent. I
afked her, How long fhe bad to reckon 2 She an-
fwered, That fhe bad gone full nine months, but
bad not felt the child flir in three months laft
paft, and that therefore fhe feared the child to have
been dead ever fince, occafioned by the grief fhe
concerved at the death of ber bufband, that bap-

F seved
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pened about the fame time; which may ferve as
an undeniable inftance of what we have affert-
ed before, that a child may remain for a confi-
fiderable time without being putrified in the
womb. But what is moft furprizing in this cafe,
is, that tho’ the child was not only dead and pu-
trify’d, yet the mother was {o very well at the
time of her being with child, as to be able to
go about her ordinary employments.

I had much ado to convince her, that it was
better to fuffer fome pain at prefent to avoid
worle evils; fo that at laft fubmitting to necef-
fity, I brought my fingers, without any obfta-
cle, to the inward orifice of the womb. The
firft thing I met with there, being the bone of
the forehead, I plucked it out, all the parts of
the head and the membranes being putrified to
that degree, thatthey appeared like a white gel-
ly, with fuch an intolerable fcent, as was e-
nough to fuffocate one. However I made fhift
to bring out the rotten carcafs; and it was ob-
fervable, that the bones of the head were
tharp and pointed like needles, which made
the delivery the more tedious ; for I took par-
ticular care to bring them all away, without
the leaft detriment to the mother.

When I found the after-burthen no lefs
putrified than the child, I judged her death
to be infallible, 1t feeming impoilible to me,
that thefe putrified parts could remain fo long
in the womb without infe&ing the circumja-

o
cent parts, 'This moved me to exhort her, To
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provide in time for ber poor foul before fhe was
rendred incapable of doing it, by the violence of
the [ymptoms that were likely to enfue. She was
fo far from hearkning to my advice, that
within three hours after her delivery, being
fent for by a gentlewoman then in labour,
in the palace of the Louvre, fhe arofe out of
her bed, as if the had felt no pain a good while
before, and walking thither on foot, ftayed
there all night till next morning. About 24
hours after her delivery, coming to give her
a vifit, I found her in bed, but eating hearti-
ly of a calve’s head. I thought fit to infert
thefe circumftances, to thew what fome con-
ftitutions are able to undergo; and when I
chid her for her prefumption, fhe told me,
That bunger would make the wolf leave his neff
for fhe had no lefs than five children to main-
tain; which made me believe, that God Al-
mighty had beftowed upon her a more than or-
dinary vigour for her poor children’s fake, for
{he did very well afterwards,

| {OBSER.
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OsseErvaTioNn XVI.

The Delivery of a Woman whofe inward Orifice
of the Womb was torn.

ULY 4th, 1666, I was called to the affift-

ance of a certain midwife, none of the moft
fkilful in her profefiion. Being employed in
bringing out the after-burthen, the had got her
hand into the womb ; but the fame Iying very
low, had miftaken the inward orifice for the
after-burthen ; fo that pulling the faid orifice,
inftead of the after-burthen, with much vio-
lence, but little fuccefs, I was fent for to give
a helping hand.

I no fooner had fearched the woman, but be-
ing fenfible of the error of the midwife, who
was both young and unexperienced, I check-
ed her for her negligence and ignorance,
which fhe fully acknowledged, promifing fhe
would follow my directions hereafter in fuch
like cafes. After having brought my fingers,
oreafed with oil of fweet almonds, into the
womb, I found the inward orifice torn and
fcratched with her nails; but advancing for-
ward with my hand, I feparated the after-
burthen, and brought it out; but fearing left

the
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the damnifying of the orifice of the womb,
might produce dangerous effects (as it fre-
quently happens) we fent for Dr. Briffet, who
did his utmoft for the prefervation of the wo-
man, notwithftanding her poverty. We pre-
{cribed her two clyfters a day, made of whey
mixed with three ounces of honey, in the
morning, and without it in the evening. We
ordered her alfo the ufual fomentation of
the decoftion of barley and chervil, which
{fucceeded fo well, that the went abroad 1n lefs
than a month, but the had no children fince.
For fear of a putrefation or gangreen, we
ordered the following injections to be made
into the privy parts.

Take of the root of the greater confolida,
of the leaves of agrimony, plantain and centi-
nodium, boil them in water for an injection.
After the flooding ceafed, and the milk be-
gan to appear in her breafts, we ordered an
injection to be made of the round ariftolochy
root boiled in white wine; of which more in
the 2 5th Obfervation, I have been the more
circumfltantial in this obfervation, that it might
ferve as a warning to the young man-mid-
wives and midwives, to proceed gently, and
with all imaginable circumfpection, when they
put their hands within the orifices of the
womb, for fear of damnifying the fame, as it
happenedein this cafe.

| OBsERr-
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OrservaTion XVIL

The Delivery of a Woman feized with Epifeptfb&
Fits, without Senfe or Mbotion.

HE 2d of December 1666, I was fent

for by a gentlewoman, the wife of a
domeftic, belonging to her highnefs the duch-
efs of Orleans, to affift an ancient midwife
in the declivery of this gentlewoman {eized
with epileptick fits, without either fenfe or
motion, I found the membranes broken, and
the water gone; {o that the head flicking in
the birth, and the membranes to the child’s
head ; this joined to the want of water
(gone off before) rendered the cafe very dan-
gerous. I told the midwife we muft have a
little patience ; for in cafe we went about to
force the birth, we might hurt both the
mother and the child. It being farther my
advice (as it ought always to be) to look for
an underftanding phyfician, and to open her
a vein. Accordingly Dr. Iabius Perreau be-
ing fent for, he came attended by a fur-
geon ; but they looking upon the woman as
paft all hopes, went away without orcering
any thing,

How-
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~ However, I was not quite difcouraged, but
confulted with the two ancient midwives there
prefent, (another being called in fince) what
was beft to be done, and as I knew the cafe ex-
tremely dangerous, and neither of them in a
condition to attempt the delivery, I did not
contradict them in their fentiments, contenting
myfelf to expet with patience (at the earneft
requefls of the midwives and friends) the if-
fue of the matter ; which, according to the
judgment of Dr. Perreau and his {urgeon,
they looking upon as abfolutely mortal, they
entreated me to ftay to be at hand to undcr-
take the fec7io cefarea, or difleCting the womb
after the mother’s death, to fave the life of
the child.

About two in the afternoon being fent for
to adminifter phlebotomy upon a confultation
in St. Martin’s ftreet, of Mr. Brayer and Dr.
Briffet, I took this opportunity to reprefent
the true ftate of the cafe of ouar patient,
and what judgment Dr. Perreau and his fur=
geon had given upon it. Dr. Brayer told
me (like a good chriftian) that were it not
that he was obliged to attend feveral conful- .
tations, he would willingly give a vifit to this
poor woman, but defiring Dr. Briffet to do it,
he willingly complied with his requeft ; and
I muft fpeak it to his renown, that the wo-
;man owgd her prefervation to his advice.
For he told us immediately, that 55’ Dr. Per-
reaw and bis furgeon bad declared for the

g {fectio
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feGtio cmfarea, as judging the woman paft all
bopes of life, be yet believed fbe bhad firength e-
nough left to be delivered, and that it ocught
to be attempted without delay. He afked the
midwives and me our opinion, we told him,
{he was a dead woman, unlefs preferved by
a {peedy delivery; I added, that in all pro-
bability the child being dead, I faw not the
leaft reafon for a delay; the dottor being
of the fame opinion, and that the only way
to fave the mother was a fpeedy delivery,
I went to work immediately without giving
mylelf time to fetch the inftruments requifite
for fuch an operation, tho’ I was fenfible that
my ftrength alone would fcarce be fufficient
to bring out the child, the paflages being fo
very ftrait, the head foremoft, and the firft
time of the woman’s being with child ; fo that
thefe parts being never opened before, the
delivery was upon that fcore alfo attended
with more danger than would have been o-
therwife. As good fortune would have it, I
had a {mall hook in my pocket, wherewith
having removed the membrane from the fcull,
I brought out the brains thro’ the opening of
the feam, or futura coronalis. 1 muft upon
this occafion give a ftrict charge to all man-
midwives not to proceed to thefe extremities,
without a previous confultation with a fkilful
phyfician, and the approbation of the ftanders
by, and their being fully convinced of the
child’s death; for, fhould it prove otherwife,

you
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you may commit a murder : however, in cafe
the woman is in prefent danger of perifhing,
and there are figns of the child’s being dead, you
may fave the mother, by bringing away the
child, tho’ perhaps a man may be miftaken
his judgment, no body being obliged to do be-
yond his power; and it being a certain rule,
that the woman ought to be preferved by all
means, in cafe her life is in imminent danger,
the main point in queftion in this cafe, and
which requires a folid judgment, an inftance
whereof you may fee in the following account.

In the year 1680, Dr. Auzon, a noted phy-
fician of the faculty at Paris, and myfelf, were
{fent for to a gentlewoman in labour, whom
we found afflicted with epileptic fits: Dr. Au-
zon ordered her immediately a clyfter of the
common decoétion, mixt with three ounces of
honey, fome mercurial leaves, and of the elec-
tuary diaplbenic one ounce ; then being let blood
in the arm, the clyfter produced feveral pains,
but the fits continued, fo that fhe had ten or
twelve of them in an hour. A confultation
being agreed upon with Dr. Maurilain, another
famous phyfician of the fame faculty, a fecond
phlebotomy was adminifired in the arm, and
a third in two hours after in the foot, which
being followed by feveral pains, I delivered her
of a brifk lively girl ; upon which occafion,
the two dactors gave us this leflon, to a& with
the utmoft circumipetion in cafes of this na-
ture, '

Bat
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But to return to our former obfervation :
finding my firength to fail me to bring
forward the head of the child, I was, for
want of time to fetch my own, obliged, to
make ufe of the hooked handle of an iron
fpoon or ladle, which I put into the eye, and
drawing on the whole carcafs of the child,
the mother was inftantly eafed of her fits,
but remained exceflive weak, and without
fenfe or motion for forty hours after, when
recovering herfelf, the declared, that the knew
nothing of what had paffed, though fhe could
hardly {peak, her tongue being much {welled
by the biting of it with her teeth during the
fits.

During her labour we gave her fometimes
{fome cordial waters, mixt with the confeétion
of hyacinths and alkermes, without mufk, as
likewife fome Venice theriac. A few days
after her delivery, we fomented the privy
parts and the neck of the womb, to prevent
any putrefaction there; we alfo made an in-
jection of the decoction of the round ariftolo-
chy root in white wine, mixed with fugar.
Our fomentation was only water, mixed with
falt, or fea-water, an approved remedy in this
cafe, efpecially if you find the woman inclined
to a fever. The paffages being very ftrait and
not a little bruifed, we fomented the fame
(after the {eparation of the mortified parts)
feven or eight times a day with a decoction of
falt-water, barley, chervil, and agrimony, and

2 applied
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applied alfo the following fomentation to the
belly.

’lfake the leaves of mallows, althea, the
pelitory of the wall, the mercurial and worm-
wood, the fame quantity of each, boil them in
fair water, with half a pound of linfeed.

Thefe remedies fucceeded {o well, that not
long after her recovery fhe was big with
child again, and brought to-bed without the
afliftance of a midwife ; but the third time
of her bignefs, being in her labour feized
with the fame fits the had in her firft travail,
and the furgeon fent for to deliver her, not
daring to attempt the delivery, fhe perithed
miferably for want of timely help : for though
I was fent for afterwards it was too late,
both the mother and the child being dead be-
fore, either by the violence of the epileptic
fits, or by an exceflive flux of blood, where-
with fhe was not affli¢ted the firft time of her
delivery. I opened the body, and finding all
the internal parts without the leaft blemith, I
attributed her death to the exceffive evacuati-
on of the blood. Upon this occafion, I muit
give you this further obfervation ({fomething
of which has been mentioned before in the
tenth Obfervation) @iz, That the fulnefs of
the urinal bladder fometimes occafions moft
violent pains ; for the bladder being extend-
ed by theurine, and prefling upon the neck of
the womb, and its inward orifice, obftruéts

the free paflage of the child; befides, that
the
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the bladder, when filled with urine, being
fqueezed by the head of the child, produces
moft violent pains; to prevent which, you
muft put a probe into the bladder to give
paflage to the urine, an inftance whereof I can
give you by my own experience in two gen-
tlewomen, one of which fulling continually
into fits, was no fooner freed from the urine
that had filled her bladder to the quantity of
four pounds, but the pain ceafed, together with
the fits, and was delivered within three hours
after, though fhe died in five days after, with-
out ever recovering her fenfes. We found an
ulcer in her brains, with an infe@ion of the
bones. The other gentlewoman feeling ex-
ceflive pains without any profpect of a forward
labour, I evacuated her bladder by the means
of a probe, which done, the pain ceafed in
three hours, and five or fix pains procured a

happy and ealy delivery.

OBsER-
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OzservAaTIioN XVIIIL

The Delivery of a Woeman baving an Ulcer
in ber Womb.

EPTEMBER 18th, 1665, being fent for

to 2 woman in labour, of a melancholy
conftitution, I afked her how matters had gone
during her being with child; fhe told me,
‘that the had loft abundance of blood. I con-
veyed my hand into the neck of the womb,
where I found the child prefenting itfelf with
the navel and breaft foremoft ; then advancing
with my fingers clofed together to the bottom
of the womb, I began to fpread them again,
feeling with my whole hand round the fides of
the womb ; whilft I was fearching for the feet,
I felt on the left fide a certain hard fwelling of
the breadth of the palm of my hand, which,
upon a more exact fearch, I judged to be a
cancerous tumour.,

Notwithftanding this, I proceeded in my
bufinefs, and t.king hold of the child’s feer,
whillt 1 was drawing them towards me, the
child turngd itfelf ; {o that after having baptized
the foot that came out firft, I at laft brought
. forth a lufty boy, and a compleat after-bur-
then
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then, which made me judge, that the flux of
blood fhe had {uffered during her being with
child, did iffue from the before-mentioned tu-
mour. The woman did very well during her
lying in ; I ordered her for her diet meat-broths,
boiled with cooling herbs, and to avoid all falted
and fpiced meats ; and for the reft, to take the
advice of a good phyfician. But being unable
to follow my directions (by reafon of her po-
verty) fhe came to me about four months af-
ter her delivery, fo much altered from what
fhe was before, that I fcarce knew her, being
quite reduced to a fkeleton by the continual
pains and flooding of the blood, in fpite of all
the remedies ; (he died foon after. It is to be
obferved, that this woman had been very ex-
cefiive in her youth in the ufe of falt and {piced
meats, and drinking of wine, which, together
with her natural melancholy difpofition, had
produced the ulcers, and reduced her to that
condition in which fhe died, which may ferve
as a warning to young women not to impair
their health by fuch like things, and before all
things not to ufe wine but with moderation.

* OBsSER-
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OsservaTioN XIX,

The Delivery of a Child with the upper part
of the Arm foremoft.

ANUARY jsth, 1667, I was fent for to

aflift a woman in labour in the New Me-
deric’s fireet, being the wife of the organift of
that church. She was very fick, and full of
pain in the lower region of the belly and cir-
cumjacent parts. 1 conveyed my fingers into
the neck of the womb, where I felt the upper
part of the child’s arm, which I endeavoured
to bring backward, but in vain. In fuch cafes
as thefe, you need not be fearful of bringing
your hand gently within the womb, to open the
paffages of a woman in fuch a condition, either
lefs or more, according as you find it requifite; it
being certain that the arm of the child, and the
band of the man-midwife or midwife, both to-
gether, do not take up fo much place as the
fingle head of a child; befides that, as foon as
you begin to draw out the legs of the child,
the arm, which is without, will draw back-
wards of courfe by this motion, efpecially if the
child be alive; and this method is performed
without any confiderable trouble to the woman.

Idid
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I did therefore guide my hand along the
child’s arm into the womb to the child’s
breaft, whence pafling along to the belly,
thighs, and at laft to the feet, I pulled out
one of the feet, the other following immedi-
atcly. Having baptized the child, and wrapt a
cloath about the thighs, I pulled it forwards
to the buttocks, which being larger than ordi-
nary, ftuck in the paffage, and were not
brought out but with fome difficulty to the
thoulders : then it was I had occafion for all
my ftrength and fkill. I conveyed my fingers
in above the right thoulder, and ftraining along
the arm to the elbow, I got it loofe ; then I
laid my left hand upon the breaft, and the
right on the neck ; but this not anfwering my
expectation, I was obliged to put one of my
fingers into the child’s mouth to get the chin
loofe. I then defired the woman to lift up her
body and to lie forwards, by raifing herfelf and
refting upon her heels, which fhe performing
accordingly, fhe was very inftrumental in her
delivery. The after-burthen followed with
eafe, by pulling part of the navel-ftring only
with my right, and winding the reft about my
fingers. For it is obfervable, that when a
man-midwife or midwife are obliged to turn
a child in the womb, they frequently at the
fame time loofen the after-burthen, which thus
follows with eafe, by pulling it out oply by the
navel-iring.

OBSER- °
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OsservaTIiOoN XX.

The Delivery of a Child prefenting the bin-
dermoft Part of the Ribs foremoft,

ARCH 14th, 1667, I was fent for toa
woman in labour in the old Mint-

ftreet, being lately overturned in a coach as
the was coming home out of the country.
Having anointed my fingers with frefh butter, I
conveyed them into the neck of the womb, ta
the inward orifice, whereabouts 1 felt the
ribs and the back-bone of the child. Here-
upon making ufe of all my fingers, I did {pread
them by degrees in the nature of a fpeculum
matricis, or womb fcrew; and thus advancs
ing by degrees within the womb, along the
belly, thigh and leg of the child to the foot,
I brought it out and baptized it ; but not being
able to reach the other foot, I pulled out this
further to the buttocks, when finding the
ather that remained within to be laid acrofs, I
brought that which I had in my hand back-
wards, to deliver the other, which fucceeding
accordingly, I took both the legs together,
and winding them in a thin cloth, I pulled out
the child in a direct line to the fhoulders;
| s then
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then bringing in my fingers along the arm,
I loofened it, by firft bending, and then laying
it clofe along to the body ; the fame I did with
the other arm, and laying my right hand flat
to its breaft, and taking hold with the left on
the neck, defired the woman to affift me with
all her ftrength, at the firft pain, to force the
child forward, which was happily accomplifhed,
tho’ this woman came before her time, which
made alfo the after-burthen ftick the clofer to
the womb, but I made fhift to loofen it, after
the fame manner as has been mentioned in the
beginning of this treatife.
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OsseErvaTionN XXI.

The Delivery of a wvery large Child, prefent-
ing itfelf with the Neck, Shoulders and
Collar-bone foremoft.

PRIL 16, 1667,1 was fent for toa gen=-

tlewoman living in the Jew’s-ftreet. 1
found her in hard labour, the child being
extreamly large, and coming with the neck,
fhoulder and collar-bone firft. 1 convey’d my
hand (well greafed) into the paflage, endea-
vouring to_bring the before-mentioned parts

back as far as I could, and fo letting my hﬂand
ide
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- {lide gently along the thighs and legs to the
feet, I took hold of them, and pulling them
out, baptized them immediately. Afterwards
having wrapt them up in a cloth, 1 pull=d
more forward to the thighs and buttocks,
which were fo thick, that they could fcarce
pafs. Coming to the fhoulders, I was forced
to dilate the orifice gently with my fingers,
and laying my left hand upon the child’s
breaft, and the right on the neck, I pulled
with all the ftrength I had, but could not bring
forth the head, tho’ I put my fingers alfo in
the mouth and ears, for the neck broke off,
and the head remained in the womb in fpite
of all the precaution I could ufe to the con-
trary. I left nothing unattempted to lay hold
on the head with my fingers, but in vain, 1
never was more hardly put to it in all my life
time, for I had left all my inftruments requi-
fite for fuch a purpofe at home, fo that I
was obliged to defire her hufband to fetch
them from my houfe, whilft I was employed
in encouraging the gentlewoman, and keeping
my hand without intermiffion (ever fince the
feparation of the trunk of the body from the
head) upon the bottom of the womb, to keep
open the inner orifice ; which, if it had been
clofed up, it would have been quite impoflible
to recover the head, a thing which happened
not long before to a man-midwife in the fame
ftrect, to the deftruction of the poor wo-
man under his care. This gentlewoman and
G 2 her
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her friends, who were not unacquainted with
that accident, were in a thoufand anxieties.

Her hufband being returned with the in-
{trumeats, I took fuch a one as I judged moft
proper, and guided the fharp point along my
left hand towards my middle finger, which I
kept bent, to prevent the woman from being
damnify’d ; and thus fixing it into the fkull
betwixt the feam, I pulled it towards me with
my right hand in a dire& line, whilft I did the
fame with the left, wherewith I had taken hold
of the fkin of that part of the neck which was
left on thehead ; {o that tho’ this head was near
as big as that of a full grown perfon, yet I
brought it out entire, without any further dan-
ger to the child-bed woman, who was fo well,
that in ten days after the came in perfon to
my houfe, to return me thanks for the care
1 had taken for her fafety, and when I check’d
1er for venturing abroad fo foon, fhe anfwered,
That [he was very bearty and well.,

OBSER-
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OBseRVATION XXII.
The Delivery of a putrify'd Child.

Eptember the 25th, 1667, I was called to
the wife of the gardener belonging to Mon-

fieur Geumont, in the village of Villaos, near the
river Marre, not far from St. Maur, I found
her heart-fick, by reafon of a putrify’d child
the carried in her belly, which being as cold
as a {tone, I order’d the women to rub it
well with hot cloths. The woman being in a
very dangerous condition, I ordered her to be
laid upon her back crofs the bed, and having
well anointed both my hands with frefh but-
ter, and taken a cloth in one to wipe off the
naufeous fcent from my fingers, I brought the
other into the womb, where I found the inward
orifice {funk very low, and the exterior fkin
of the child {o rotten all over the body, thas
it feparated from the fleth at the firft touch.
When I endeavoured to puth back the child
with my fingers to make room for my hand
to enter the womb, the fingers made an im-
preflion both in the fkin and fleth, as if it had

been a piece of dough or pafte. 1 was not a

. little afraid that the fubftance of the womb

G2 | might
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might be infected with the fame putrefadtion,
and confequently might be apt to be torn ;
which would have proved fatal tothe woman
immediately, confidering efpecially the had for
feven or eight days fucceffively been afflicted
with moit violent pains.

After moft mature and ferious deliberation
(without which nothing of this nature ought
to be attempted) I conveyed my hand to the
bottom of the womb to find out the feet ; and
wherecas I ufed {feldom to be above a quarter
of an hour in fearch after them, I was near
three quarters of an hour before I conld take
‘hold of them with my right hand, and pul-
ling them gently forward, wrapt a dry linnen
cloth about them : but the whole body of it
being rotten, it was impoffible to prevent its
being torn in divers places, and as I applied
all my {kill and care to bring it out whole (for
fear of hurting the mother) I fpent a great
deal of time before I could deliver the body,
but the head remaining behind, I had more
work than before to bring that out alfo, being
deftitute of inftruments neceffary for {uch an
operation. However I fupply’d the defect there-
of with my fingers, which I brought to the
child’s mouth, and fo got it out; the after-
burthen (which was likewife putrify’d) follow-
ing foon after; Iordered her immediately two
fpoonfuls of oil, with an ounce and.a half of
fugar, for want of frefh butter, which is a ra-
rity among the poor country pecple,

I
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I gave a ftri& charge to the midwife of the
village, who was an underftanding woman, to
apply to the child-bed woman twice a day,
an emollient clyfter, made of two pounds of
whey, in which has been boiled before the
leaves of mallows, althea, violets, mother-
wort and wormwood, adding to each pound
two ounces of honey for that in the morning;
but that in the evening to be ufed without
honey. For her conftant drink I ordered her a
decoction of dog’s-grafs, liquorice, barley, and
the fcolopendria. It is obfervable that this
woman, before her delivery, complained of
a benumbednefs in her right thigh, occafion-
ed by the bulk and weight of the child pref-
fing on that fide; this I removed by bathing it
with oil of camomil, melilot, and fuch like
emollient remedies, I farther prefcribed her a
cordial (to be taken every night, two hours
after the had taken her broth) of fix ounces of
carduus water, half a dram of the confection
of hyacinths without mufk, mixed with two
ounces of fyrup of nenuphar, to be taken at
twice. She alfo made ufe of the following
clyfters.

Take barley, white bread, the leaves of mal-
lows, violets, lettuce, fuccory and purflain,
equal parts; boil them in fair water, apply
the decoclion fometimes with honey, fometimes
without, '

To allay the inconvenience of the naufeous

fcent, fthe ufed the deco@ion of wormwood
G 4 and
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and motherwort, for a month or five weeks
after her delivery. As I was from time to
time inform’d (by letters) of the conftitution
of her body, I ordered her (after the flooding
was over) to make ufe of an injeion into the
privy parts, made of barley, centaury, worm-
wood, motherwort, agrimony, the round ari-
ftolochy and confolida roots, and frequently to
repeat the fame; by the help of which remedies
the was reftored to health, and in fix weeks
after her delivery, came no lefs than three
large leagues on foot to return me thanks.

EPL 42 EBANTDEEANTDRSN NSRRI g Al B fAD

Osservarion XXIII
The Delivery of a Child with the Belly foremof.

Ovember the 7th, 1667, I was called to

a woman 1n the ftreet of Britain, near

the Marais du Temple ; fhe being very weak,
and the child coming with the belly foremoft,
I told her hutband, That I muft endeavour to
turn the child, which in the pofition it was in then
could promife no bappy delivery. Thus to work
I went, and guiding my fingers gently along
the body of the child down to the'thighs and
legs, I got hold of the feet, which I brought
out in lefs than three minutes : Having bap-
tized
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tized them, I wrapped about them a fine cloth,
and fo pulled out the child (which was not
very big) without much difficulty.

The woman was no fooner delivered, but
the faid, She thought berfelf raifed from the dead,
defiring me to tarry a little while to direct the
midwife (who was none of the moft carcful) in the
management of the child. 1 ordered her there-
fore, that fhe fhould cleanfe the child with
warm wine mixt with fome butter, of a cer-
tain white, flimy, oleaginous fubftance, where-
with it was covered all over, as has been men-
tioned once before. This done, I made her rub
it with warm dry cloths, and took care that a
little butter fhould be applied to the navel,
near the belly. The butter is applied to ha-
{ten the falling off of the navel-ftring, which
happens commonly four or five days after the
birth, provided you apply freth butter every
morning and evening. But in cafe you are de-
ftitute of butter, you may inftead thereof ufe
oil of olives, oil of {weet almonds, or fuch like
emollient medicines, which promote the f{epa-
ration : in this you muft dip a fmall piece of
cloth, which you muft apply to the navel-
ftring, as is mentioned before, which after the
delivery muft be confidered as fuperfluous, and
not belonging to the body.

After I had made her anoint the navel-ftring
very well with butter, I made her wind about
it a {mall fine cloth, and another doubled one,
~ of 4 inches breadth, round the waift, to clofe

u p
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up the navel. It is the bufinefs of the nurfe
to {ee this repeated every morning and evening,
and to take care that that piece of navel-ftring,
which is to fall off, may not touch the bare bel-
ly of the child ; for being very cold, it would
create gripes in the child, which may be pre-
vented by winding a dry cloth about it. Af-
ter the navel-ftring is dropped off, you muft fiill
continue to anoint the navel with butter, and
not remove the double cloth round the waift
till fix weeks after, when it will fettle, and be
quite dried up. You ought alfo to lay a dou-
ble cloth upon the child’s breafts and under
the armpits.

A midwife, dry or wet nurfe, ought to
take all poffible care to prevent the children
from crying fiercely, which often proves the
caufe of a navel-rupture, or of the fcrotum in
the boys. You may fometimes obferve the
ferotum in the boys bloated up (after their birth)
by a flatulent fubftance, which may be eafily
difpelled by wrapping them up in warm cloths,
dipped in warm white wine or claret, unto
which you may add a little falt, which renders
it more efficacious : but it muft be applied warm
to the affe@ted part. The child being drefled,
I took my leave of the gocd woman, who ap-
peared pretty brifk, and returned me many
thanks for my care. At partjng I once more
recommended the woman to the'care of the
midwife, it happening fomctimes, that by fome
unforefeen accident or other, a woman in

2 child-bed °
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child-bed is loft for want of the affiftance of
fuch perfons as are well verfed in thofe mat-
ters, as it fell out with this woman.

For the midwife being called away, afked the
child-bed woman, wbhether ber flooding was foo
smuch 2 She anf{wered, No: and that fhe might
g0 about ber bufinefs, fhe being inclined to jfleep.
Thus the midwife departed, recommending her
to the care of her mother. After the woman
had refted for fome time, fhe told her mother
That fbe found herfelf wery fick ; and the mo-
ther not knowing the caufe thereof, and think-
ing to revive her daughter, gives her a good
cup of ftrong broth, which fhe had no fooner
taken down, but laying her head upon the pil-
low, fhe expired immediately. This was oc-
cafioned by an exceflive flooding, whereof the
mother not being aware, fhe proved the in-
nocent occafion of her death; it being of the
utmoft confequence to take the due time of mi-
niftring food, and the true proportion thereof
upon fuch occafions ; for the natural heat be-
ing fupprefled, the vapours which rife upwards
are the occafion that the patient is fuffocated by
the quantity of the food.

There are two general caufes of the death of
women in child-bed, (as I have told before)
vz, When the flooding 1s either too little or
too much, whieh obtains as well in natural as
unnatural-births. Midwives of fkill and experi-
ence commonly know how to obviate thofe
~evils ; but the worft 1s, that women for the moft
part
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part chufe their midwives at the recommenda-
tion of their female friends, without being fuffi-
ciently convinced of their abilities. The fame
may be faid of the dry nurfes, who, tho’ for the
moft part ignorant enough, yet will be tamper-
ing with the woman under their care. Thus
I know feveral inftances where nurfes have fent
women in child-bed to the grave, by the ex-
ceffive ufe of clyfters; whereas fuch as tender
their fafety, thould not admit of clyfters with-
out the advice of a phyfician, man-midwife,
or midwife. Of this I cannot forbear to give
you an inftance. A certain gentlewoman in child-
bed, being ordered by a pbyfician of note to have
a clyfter applied once every day ; the dry-nurfe
perfuaded the woman, that one was not fufficient,
but that fhe muff ufe them more frequently. In
effect, fhe applied ber feven clyflers a day, which
o weakened the woman, that fhe died without the
leafl figns of a fever, but fo emaciated, that the
phyfician could not guefs at the reafon, till the
fame was difcovered after ber death by the maid,
who upbraided the nurfe, that fhe bad told ber
often enough, She thould not apply {o many clyf-
ters to her miftrels; buf that the nurfe bid ber
Meddle with her own bufinefs, and that fince
{he had been a nurfe fixty years, the would not

be inftructed how to manage thefe matters.
Thus I remember divers other women put to
no {mall inconveniencies, by the 1gnorance of
their nurfes, who have fomented the privy-
parts immediately after their delivery with
wineg
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wine and other aftringent medicines, whereby
the flooding being ftopped, the fame has proved
the occafion of dangerous diftempers, which
may ferve as a warning not to proceed too rafhly

in thefe cafes, without the advice of perfons
well {killed in their profeffion.

SETCETETTOTOTDOTTODOTSTTHTTEET

OsservaTioNn XXIV.

The Delivery of a Child with the Navel-firing
Soremoft.

UNE 16th, 1668, I was called to a nurfe
in the Tachary-ftreet, who complained of
violent pains all over her belly. I conveyed my
fore-finger into the neck of the womb, where
finding the membranes broken, and the water
gone, I felt the navel-ftring of the child fore-
moft. Iguided my hand into the inner orifice
of the womb, along the child’s belly, till get-
ting hold of the foot, I brought it out, tak-
ing effetual care, that the child’s toes turned
towards the fundament of the mother, and the
heels to the bladder, as has been mentioned
before. s
After I bad baptized it, I wrapped a cloth
about the feet, and foon accomplifhed the deli-
very, the mother finding herfelf very well all

the
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the time of ker lying in: but being with
child again not long after, the died in the fourth
month of her bignefs, the child being grown
to the womb.

She fent for me about that time, and upon
fearch made with my finger, found the womb
open, as if the had not been with child ; tho’ it
muft be confefled, that this is not always a ne-
ceflary confequence, becaufe the fame happens
fometimes thus in women. I remember a cer-
tain gentlewoman, whofe womb from the fourth
to the ninth month of her bignefs, was always
fo open, that it would eafily admit the extremi-
ty of my finger, but the orifice was very thick,
which feems to contradi& what has been affert-
ed in the tenth Obfervation, viz. That during the
woman's being with child the womb keeps very chofe,
and that even in the beginning of the labour of the
woman (there mentioned) we found the inner ori-
Jce thus clofed up. However, it ought to be taken
notice of, that the inner orifice of the be-
forementioned woman was not altogether fo
hard as that'of this. I afked her, Whether fhe
bad ber due monthly times 2 She anfwered, ¥es.
Which made me judge the was not with child,
which was alfo the opinion of all the men-
midwives and midwives that either faw or

heard of her.

Being feized with a fever, and unable to

employ a phyfician, fhe defired my.affiftance ;
and becaufe fthe complained of moft violent pains

in her hips, I ordered her to be let bleod ; but ,

the
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the pain increafing {o as that her life was de-=
{paired of, I recommended her to the care of
Mr. Rennet, the vicar of St. Mederic’s parifh,
~ who having prayed with her, and given her
the facrament, (he died foon after. I was defired
next morning by her daughter to open her bo-
dy, to inveftigate the caufe of her death; but
being too bufy at that time, they fent for ano-
ther furgeon, who opened her within four
hours after the was expired, (a thing I thould
not have confented to had I been prefent) who
found a child of four months old funk into the
lower belly.

et b R R Rk e e e R e

OsservaAaTioN XXV.

The Delivery of a Child with the Head foremoft.

ULY the 12th, 1668, I was called to a gen-

tlewoman living withoutSt. Anthony’s Gate,
whom I found in labour, the child coming with
the head foremoft. I ordered her a clyfter, but
the fame producing no manifelt effe@, I let
her blood the next day. The poor gentlewo-
man did itrain hard as often as the pains came,
to promote ‘the delivery, but the child being
very weak, could not fecond the endeavours of
the mother. This made me defire the advice

of
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of a phyfician, and Dr. Moreau being fent for,
we began to confult, in conjun&ion with Mr.,
Bonchet (lately called in), a noted and able
furgeon of the company of Paris, and an ex-
cellent man-midwife, what was to be done ;
and, after divers arguments, it was concluded
to have patience, tho’ the head of the child
appeared ready for the birth, and the orifice of
the mother opened to the bignefs of a French
crown-piece, but of an oval figure. But the
child could make no further advances towards
its delivery, the feveral parts of the paffage be-
ing fo hardened, that there was no way of ex-
tending them fufficiently to afford an opening
for the child. ;

We ordered her a clyfter of the decoction
of the leaves of mallows, althea, violets,
the pellitory of the wall, of the flowers of
camomil and melilot, in a pound whereof
was diffolved an ounce of the eleCtuary Jde-
nedié?t laxativi, and three ounces of honey.
After the application of the clyfter, we af-
forded her only eggs for her food, and pre-
fcribed her a fecond phlebotomy ; after which
we gave her a cordial of clove-gilly-flower
water, mixed with a drachm of cinnamon
water, and as much confeCtion of hyacinths
without mufk, which is generally noxious to
women under thofe circumiftances, But all
thefe endeavours proved fruitlefs, “the child
remaining unfortunately fixed in the inward
orifice of the womb, the hairy crown being

plainly
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plainly difcoverable of the bignefs of a goofe
€gg.

Things remained thus till the 15th day,
when we applied another clyfter, but without
any alteration, neither this nor the following
16th day, The 17th day and following night
fthe complained of exceflive pains, and voided
much water. ‘The 18th we plainly perceived
that our patient grew worfe and worfe ; this
made us fend again for Dr. Moreau, to crave
his affiftance. He enquired of us, (viz. an-
other man-midwife and furgeon of our hall,
two midwives, and myfelf) how matters had
gone for the laft twenty-four hours, whercof
having given him an exa&t account, it was a-
greed on all hands, that the child muft be dead,
it being impofiible it fhould remain fo long in
that ftation without being iuffocated; and
that therefore the delivery ought to be begun,
fince the Doltor was of opinion, that the wo-
man had ftrength enough to undergo it.

However, fhe having received the Sacra-
ment, my brother man-midwife, being the
eldeft, he went to work, (Mr. Buiclat, whom
we mentioned before, being abfent) and did
all that poffibly could be expected from a
perfon well verfed in his art. He fixed a
hook into the child’s head, but not taking
{uflicient hold, the head would not follow, as
he hoped it zaight have done, though he {pent
above an hour, and took incredible pains to
bring it out., Dr. Moreau pitying the condi-

7 - H tion
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tion of the poor patient, told him, that he
being of a great age wanted frength to per-
form fo difficult a tafk, and therefore he had
better leave it to me. I excufed the mat-
ter as long as I could, the patient being my
intimate acquaintance, whom I knew 1 could
not deliver without great pain ; but Do&or
Moreau being fufficiently fenfible of the diffi-
cultics and danger likely to attend this deli-
very, enjoined me politively to begin the
work, which I did with my hand only,
without the help of a hook. For perceiving
that the head was miferably torn by the hook,
I removed gently the bones of the head with
my fingers, for fear they thould hurt the wo-
man ; and thus bringing out the bones one
after another, the brains followed of courfe.
Then I puthed back the trunk of the body,
the fthoulders whereof were fixed in the inner
orifice of the womb, without being able to
pafs it. I took almoft incredible pains to bring
them backwards, in order to come at the feet,
which fucceeding at laft, I brought them out,
afterwards the trunk, and at laft the after-
burthen.

Dr. Moreau ordered the woman a mixture
of fix cunces of the water of allelujah, the
juice of three four oranges, a drachm of
the confeflion of hyacinth, v.filthc}ut muik,
two ounces of {yrup of lemons, wad the fame
quantity of the oil of {weet-almonds for twﬁ or

three
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three dofes, to ftrengthen the patient and pro=
mote the flooding. Two hours after the tak-
ing of the laft dofe, the was allowed a cup of
broth, mixt with the juice of two four oranges.
The two firft nights fhe had alfo a clyfter of a
pound of whey, mixt with two ounces of oil
of {fweet almonds.

Upon fearch of the privy paflages, we found
the fame very black, fomewhat mortified, and
in a manner benumbed. Againft this, we
made ufe of {ea-water, or common water,
mixt with an ounce of falt to a pound,- which
being warm’d, we dipped a fpunge in it, and
fomented and rubbed the parts with it well,
twice or thrice a day, which fucceeded {o well
that we reftored their natural heat. We were
alfo fometimes not fparing in letting of blood
both in the arm and foot, and in cordials, fuch
as the waters of fcorzonera and of carduus equal
parts, adding a drachm of confection of hya-
cinths and alkermes, withcut mufk, and two
ounces of {yrup of lemons to each pound of the
waters, to be taken at twice. We made alfo
frequent ufe of clyfters, and after the firft
three days changed our fomentation for the fol-
lowing.

Take two ounces of the round ariftolochy
roots, wafhed feveral times in white wine,
(which is thrown.away) fteep them afterwards
twelve houri’ in a pint of French wine, mixt
with four ounces of fugar, and let it boil to a

third part.
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With this we bathed the patient four or five
times a day with good fuccefs, though fhe kept
her bed for three months after, complaining
continually of fuch bearings down, as if fhe
was ready to be delivered. She has never been
with child fince, though for the reft fhe is very
healthy, except that oftentimes fhe is troubled
with the whites, accompanied with great itch-
ing, to allay which, fhe bathes herfelf with
brandy, which fhe has found the beft remedy
hitherto.

OsservaTioN XXVIL

The Delivery of a Woman of a Mola.

EFORE I proceed any further, I muft
acquaint the reader, that the reafons why
thefe obfervations are interrupted, from 1668,
till Febrvary 1671, was a lingring ficknefs,
which hindered me from following my ufual
employment.
The 16th of February 1671, I was called to
a baker’s wife, affliGted with a violent flux of
blood. After I had brought my fingers into
the inward orifice of the womb, & felt 2 mem-
branous {ubftance of the bignefs of a bowl,
fuch as they ufe in the pall-malls, which ‘I
judged
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judged to be a mola, or falfe conception. I
made ufe of my fingers to feparate it from the
mother, and to bring it out in pieces, which
I1did by degrees ; and the whole beisg got out,
the flux ceafed. This put me in mind of a cer-
tain paffage in Mr. Viurdel’s treatife, wherein
he tells you, that in cafe a child comes with
the head foremoft, but cannot penetrate, you
may make a hole in it with the tops of your
fingers, and fo bring it out. I found now by
experience the impoffibility of this aflertion,
being forced to make ufe of all my ftrength to
get entrance into this membranous body with
the extremity of my fingers, which would have
proved an impoffibility in a bony head, covered
clofe with a tough hairy {kin,
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OepservaTion XXVIIL

Tbe Delivery of a Child with the Face foremofi.

ARCH 11th, 1671, I was fent for to

a fhoemaker’s wife in the parith of St.
Mederic. Upon fearch I found the child’s face
foremoft, ftuck faft in the orifice ; I anointed
the face wisa butter cooled in frefh water, it
being too foft before. I advifed the mother to
further the birth, by ftraining downwards as
H 3 often
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often as fhe found the pains coming ; for with-
out thefe all the endeavours of the woman
are to no purpofe, but ferve only to weaken
her. I told her, that we muft let the child
come forward in the fame pofture it was in,
though it would render her labour both harder
and more tedious; yet, that notwithftanding
this, it was much fafer to commit the whole to
the ftrength of nature, than to ufe violence or
run the hazard of hurting the child’s face,

and efpecially the eyes; though notwithftand-
ing all the imaginable caution, very few children
that are born in this pnﬁure, come into the
world without their faces bruifed : but that is-
foon repaired by laying cloths dipped in wine
and oil upon it, as I told you in the third chap-
ter of this treatife. This moved me to ex-
pect the iffue with fome patience, which proved
very fortunate, the child being born without
any further trouble, or any of my affiftance,
than only anointing the paflage with butter, and
the mother was very well.

OBsER-
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OpservaTIoN XXVIII

Tbe Delivery of a Child with the Mouth
ﬁremty?.

ULY the 12th, 1671, I was called to a
gentlewoman, whom I found exceflive
weak, and almoft without pains to promote the
birth. Having brought my finger into the neck,
and thence into the inward orifice of the womb,
I found the child’s mouth foremoft, which
made me draw back my fingers, for fear of
doing mifchief to an eye, which may eafily
happen in this cafe. I was willing to ftay for
the coming of the pains, but none appearing in
two hours time, and her ftrength abating con-
fiderably, I thought it beft to go about the de-~
livery of the woman, who conjured me almoft
every minute to help her of her burthen, at
any rate, though it were by opening her belly,
the violence of the pain fhe felt in the womb
and bladder being infupportable.
I reprefented the dangerous ftate of her cafe
. to the ftanders by, fhe being a young woman,
and the firft tince “of her delivery, which b
reafon of tite ftraitne(s of the parts rendered the
cafe more difficult, They all agrecing in the
% fame
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fame opinion, that I thould do what lay in my
power for her delivery, and fhe having taken
care of her foul, T flipped my fingers (well oiled)
into the paffage, endeavouring to move the
child gently, and by degrees backwards, with-~
out the leaft violence, for fear of tearing the in-
ward orifice, as it happened to a man-midwife
of my acquaintance not long before. Iadvanced
with my fingers by degrees, and putting one
of them bent into the child’s mouth, 1 prefled
the under jaw towards the neck and collar-
bone; and coming at laft towards the forehead,
pufhed it gently from me, defiring in the mean
while the mother not to prefs down againft me,
which would have been a great impediment,
She had fo much ftedfaftnefs as to follow my
diretion, notwithftanding the feverity of the
pain fhe was forced to fuffer, which proved no
{mall help to me in reducing the child to the
bottom of the womb. '

This done, I gently conveyed my fingers a-
long the child’s body in fearch of the fect, and
thefe being found, I brought them out and
baptized them. Afterwards wrapping a cloth
about the legs, I drew out the body as far as
the fhoulders, and then taking care to bring
forth the arms and head, the after-burthen then
followed with eafe.

‘The woman foon recovered her firength af-
ter the delivery, and did extremely well with-
out any further inconveniency, except that the
outward orifice of the womb was a little raw,

2 or
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or fore, a thing not unufual at the firft delivery,
which is cured eafily by a fomentation with the
decottion of barley and chervil, mixt with fome
honey of rofes, to be applied five or fix times
a day. We alfo ordered her the juice of two
four oranges, mixed with oil of fweet-al-
monds and {yrup of maiden-hair two ounces
each, the juice of oranges being very proficu-
ous in promoting the flooding, and the oil and
fyrap anfwering the fame end. The child
was born dead.

OsseErvAaTIiOoN XXIX.

A Delivery of the After-burthen before the
Child, which came with the bead foremoft
after it,

ULY 14th, 1671, I was fent for at nine o’

clock at night to a gentlewoman in labour,
lodging at an attorney’s in the Blind-ftreet of
St. Martin’s, near St. Mederic. There was a
confultation betwixt Dr. Moreau, Mr. Bouchet,
and me ; but the laft being called away, left the
management of the matter to me. The woman
having been troubled for three weeks fucceffive-
ly with a wolent flux of blood, was by this time
grown {o weak, that for fear of the worft, we
advifed her to take the facrament ; which done,

1 brought
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I brought my fingers into the neck of the
womb, where the firft thing I met with was
the after-burthen, and the child’s head be-
hind it. I affured them, that as the labour ad-
vanced the flooding would ceafe, which hap-
pened as I bad foretold ; for a fierce pain inter-
vening, the head forcing its way thro’ the af-
ter-burthen, I delivered the child without
much trouble, though it was dead before, the
woman being but juft in the eighth month of
her bignefs.

After her delivery fhe was affe@ted with fre-
quent {wooning fits, which we attributing to
fome coagulated clods of blood remaining in
the womb, I fearched for them with my hand,
but found none, and the flooding ceafed foon
after; the true caufe of thefe {wooning fits
drawing their origin from the great lofs of
blood, the poor patient being reduced to that
degree of weaknefs, that we expected her
death every moment, and therefore durft not
ftir nor move her. After having continued
thus without fenfe or motion for fome time,
we at laft ventured to fhift her linnen, and
Dr. Moreau prefcribed her proper remedies,
and a convenicnt diet to revive and ftrengthen
her {pirits. Firft of all he ordered her the fol-
lowing cordial.

Water of buglofs, allelujah and carduus,
two ounces each; prepared “pe.rls, half a
drachm ; confectio alkermes, without muik,
one drachm; fyrup of rafberries, an ounce

and
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and a half, to be taken by fpoonfuls, betwixt
the ufe of her broth made of pullets and veal,
to be ufed frequently, but a little at a time.
She was alfo ordered a jelly of hartthorn, to
ftrengthen the parts and prevent a loofencfs.
The clyfters were prepared of the decotion of
lettuces, purflain, mallows, althea and vio-
let leaves, mixed with honey, two ounces in
the morning, but in the evening without ho-
ney. For her conftant drink fhe ufed the de-
coction of barley and liquorith, with a little
pimpernel. By the help of thefe remedies fhe
recovered her health and ftrength.

Not long after I delivered a gentlewoman in
St. Dennis’s ftreet, under the fame circumftan-
ces, in the prefence of Dr. Lickard, a famous
phyfician, and deacon of the faculty of Paris.
This gentlewoman being delivered in the
eighth month of her being with child, retain-
ed ftill a moft violent head-ach, occafioned by
the exceflive lofs of blood, which had brought
her to death’s door, fo that fhe received all
the facraments, but was reftored to her former
health, without feeling any farther inconveni-
ency after her lying-in.

OBSER-



OBservaTIiON XXX,

The Delivery of a Monfirous Birth, being
neither Boy nor Girl,

UGUST 2d, 1671, I was fent for in the

night time to a woman in hard labour,

in the ftreet De la Mortellerie, the midwife,
tho’ elfe fkilful enough, being quite put to her
wits end what to do. Upon fearch I found the
head of the child (which was dead) ftanding
in the birth, which they had taken care to bap-
tize; fo that now not being follicitous upon
that account, all my care was to preferve the
mother. T therefore brought my fingers gent-
ly into the paflage, as far as I could reach, in
order to bring out the dead carcafs, but to my
oreat furprize, found the head disjoined from
the trunk, and one arm broken, which oblig-
ed me to put in my whole hand by degrees,
to take hold of fome other part of the body.
I felt a kind of bladder, not unlike that of a
hog, full of water, which I endeavoured to
open with my fingers, but 1 vain; and there-
fore cutting it with a hook, abott three or
four pints of water came out of the child’s
body, the water contained in the membranes

being
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being voided before. I now began to conceive
good hopes of a fafe delivery of the carcafs,
which I encompafied at laft, tho not without
great difficulty. 1 nrdered a draught to be
made of the child before I opened it; it had a
great tumour in the lower region of the belly,
fix inches and a half long from one fide to the
other, and four and a quarter broad from the
navel down to the groin. It was fomewhat
elevated in the middif:, and underneath it, to-
wards the groin, appeared another tumour,
not unlike a wart, of a circular figure, and
the diameter the cighth part of an mch and
protuberating to the heighth of the twelfth
part of an inch; when you fqueezed it, there
ifflued thence I’-::une drops of water, which made
us imagine, that perhaps it might be an imper-
fe@ member of a boy. The navel-firing had
five fixth parts of an inch diameter, where it
was inferted into the child’s belly. The after-
burthen appeared natural and perfect; and the
woman herfelf (notwithftanding her hard la-
bour) felt herfelf very well, and f{ubje&t to
no more pain than the had been in her former
lyings in, which had been always eafy enough.
Thus much of the delivery.

As to the child, we begm the opening by an
incifion put crofs the behy ; viz. We feparated
the fkin from_the navel alc}ng the white ftreak
that runs down to the groin, and thus proceed-
ed even to the place where the great gut ought
w» to be placed, to {ee whether it might lye con-
cealed
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cealed there, becaufe it happens fometimes,
that one is obliged to make an incifion in that
part, to open a paflage for the excrements ;
but we could neither difcover anus nor cods,
nor any outward genital parts. Then we made
another incifion crofs the mufcles of the bel-
ly, to get fight of the paunch, and to difcover
if poffible, thereabouts fome of the outward
parts; but though we fearched as narrowly
as could be, we found not the leaft figns of
an anus, paflage for the urine, or yard, or
womb, or any other conveyance for the ex-
crements either of the guts or bladder. We
obferved alfo the mufcles of the lower region
of the belly, rather of a membranous than flethy
fubftance, of a palith colour, as if they had
been wafhed by the water, that had occafioned
the dropfy in this child. We fearched narrow-
ly under the fkin and the mufcles, where the
lefler tumour was coherent to them, whether
it was not the yard, but could not difcover any
thing like it, there being not the leaft footfteps
to be feen, of feminal vefiels, of the ftones,
paflage of the urine, or of the womb, or any
thing elfe which might difcover the leaft diffe-
rence of fex, which made us conjecture, that
the child not being able to difcharge its urine
through the ufual paffage, was feized with
this dropfy, which alfo led vs into this further
fpeculation, that perhaps the urine .of a child
in the womb furnithes part of that water
which is voided during the mother’s travail,

- What
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What confirms me in this opinion, is, that T once
delivered a child, which being drawn out by the
feet, and ftopping in the paffage with its belly,let
a confiderable quantity of urine, tho’ in all pro-
bability it had not drawn any breath before.
Having taken a full view of every thing
thus far, we alfo opened the reft to infpet
alfo the interior parts of the belly. The firft
thing we faw, was the before-mentioned large
tumour, being the bladder itfelf full of water.
We were juft opening it, when perceiving the
great gut, inftead of its natural pofition, to be
faftened to, and terminating into the bladder ;
we were refolved to inveftigate the manner
of this infection. The great gut appeared
black, by reafon of the black excrements ga-
thered in the guts of the children in the
womb, and which are never difcharged till
after the birth ; thefe are fometimes {o harden-
ed there, that you are obliged to have recourfe
to the oil of fweet almonds, a little caffia, or
fome {yrups, to promote their evacuation;
without which the child would be bereaved of
its nutriment.  Accordingly opening the blad-
der, there iffued thence about a pint and a half
of clear water, without any mixture of the
black excrements; but prefling the arfe-gut
towards the bladder, a {mall quantity of them
appeared upon thebottom of the bladder,which
giving us,{ufficient occafion to open that gut
about an inch above the bladder, and to put a
_ {tile with a round head into it, the fame made

105
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its way dire@ly without any oppofition into the
opening thro” which the excrements had been
fqueezed into the bladder. The laft being
quite evacuated did not fhrink or at leaft very
little, being very hard, and of the thicknefs
of the eighth part of an inch, and of a whiter
colour than ufual, occafioned according to our
fentiment, by the dropfy, which thro’ the zra-
chus {preading itfelf all over the body, caufed
that evacuation of the water which we told
you iffued from the body, after its firft opening,
with the hook. The exterior muicles were
alfo pale, and not near fo red as the interior
ones. The head, tho’ feparated from the body,
was full of blood: and at the bottom of the
right fide of the bladder, we difcovered certain
{mall ftones joined {o clofely to its fubftance, that
we could fcarce get them loofe ; they extended
in length the third part of an inch, and in
breadth an eighth part. The kidneys were
diftinguifhed into feveral partitions, clofed up
in one membrane or fkin, as we fee in the young
deer, which made me fufpect, that out of each
of thefe partitions, the urine was conveyed into
the pefvis, or bafon of the kiduney.

The liver appeared natural both in colour
and {ubftance ; which gave me occafion to ima-
gine, that the beforementioned dropfy, had mo
other origin, than the wans of paffage of the
urine, which being forced back, difperfed it-
felf through the wrachus into the exterior part
of the body. :

t
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It is a vulgar faying, that the water is broken,
when the water iffues from the womb, tho’
very improperly, it being the membranes that
contain the water, and are broken in labour.
We difcovered the ureters faftened to the blad-
der and kidneys, and looked for the feminal
veflels, but found nothing of them, nor any
other part belonging to progencration, nor any
of the veins or arteries which fend their
branches that way. The ftomach and cawl
appeared natural, and in their proper ftations, as
did alfo the fpleen, but fomewhat pale. We
opened alfo the breaft, and difcovered the heart
with its pericardium, being much more red
than the mufcle of the inferior belly. The
lungs were of their true colour, without any
figns of a dropfy ; and, to be fhort, all the other
parts in the zborax, or fuperior concavity, had
nothing in them worth obfervation.

According to the reckoning of the mother,
the child was juft feven months in the womb;
fhe had been extremely well ever fince her ly-
ing-in, and when Mr, Pecquet and I vifited
her, the had only fome {mall dropfical {ymp-
toms in her legs, wherewith fhe was {eized
about three weeks before her delivery, but has
been very well fince.
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OspservaTion XXXI.

The Delivery of a Child prefenting the Navel-
String, the Hand, the Elbow, and Knee.

PRIL the 7th, 1671, I was called to a

- 4% -fruiterer’s wife in Pear-tree-fireet near
St. Mederic’s. Upon fearch I found the navel-
ftring, in the neck of the womb, as likewife
one hand, one elbow, and one knee, at the
fame time. The membranes being broken, and
the water gone, the paffages were very dry,
which put me into no {mall conflcrnation, as
it often happens to the moft courageous men-
midwives upon {uch ditficult occafions. How-
ever, I conveyed my fingers (well greafed be-
fore) very gently into the neck of the womb,
and reduced the navel-ftring back as far as I
could within the inward orifice of the womb,
which done, I endeavoured to do the fame with
the arm, charging the woman not to prefs for=
ward ; and this alfo fucceeding according to
with, I pufh’d the knee to one fide, till the foot
followed, which I drew oet, and baptized. I
pulled the foot nearer and nearer to me, with-
out troubling myfelf to look for the other, when
my hand was covered with the black excre-

ments
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ments I have fpoken of before: I continued
drawing the foot towards me as gently as I
could, and the knee of the other leg appearing,

I put it back, and fo got hold aifo of the other
foot. Then I wrapped each of them feparately
(for fear of brmﬁng them) in a thin cloth, and
pull’d the child out to the knees, and after-
wards to the thighs and fhoulders. After I had
loofened them a little, I laid my hands upon
the breaft and neck (as bas been often men-
tioned before) but the head ftuck {o faft, that I
was forced to bring two of my fingers into the
child’s mouth, and with a great deal of trou-
ble to the help of the child’s chin, which ftuck
to the uttermoft and undermoft part of the
neck of the womb, and thus brought forth a
handfome girl, which was baptized in St. Me-
deric’s church. The mother did {o well, that
within fix days after the came into her ﬂ]ﬂp,
and declared, ‘I’fmf _/C'be bad figfered lefs in this,

than in ber ;‘armfr tho’ natural deliveries,
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OsseErvaTion XXXII.

The Delivery of a Monfirous Child with the
Face foremofi.

UGUST the 25th, 1671, I was fent

for, betwixt ten and eleven o'clock at

night, to deliver a woman in the parith of St.
John’s.  Upon fearch made, I felt two {mall
tumors, which I conjeCturing to be the child’s
eyes, I was very careful of touching the fame,
but {liding along gently with my fingers fome-
times on one, Tometimes on the other fide, 1
felt divers other protuberances, which, upon
{lrict examination, proved to be on the hind- |
moft part of the head, directly oppofite to the
beforementioned little tumors, The head was
quite flat at the top, as if the fkull had been
fawed off, and without any other bones. I en-
deavoured to draw it out, but found it a diffi-
cult tafk ; fo that finding not the leaft fign of
life, and that I could not poflibly manage it
alone with my hands, I conveyed with my fin-
gers a ftring round below thie ehin, in hopes to
draw it out thuﬂ but to my great furprize it
broke in pieces, tho’ it was a very ftrong one.

However, I had advanced fo far by the help of
the
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the ftring, that I brought it quite out not
long after.

It proved a ftrange monftrous child, fo that
the midwife, and others who faw it, were highly
furprized at it. The head was no bigger than a
large tennis-court-ball, with a round agreeable
vifage, but quite flat on the top, huving only
a black fpot inftead of the fkull, It had two
ears, on each fide one, but thaped like thofe of
apes, except that they did not ftand upright,
but hung downwards, like dogs ears, and were
furrounded with a reddith hair, (like thofe of
an ox) an inch and a half long : behind the
ears were two protuberancies on each fide, like
the horns of a calf. Thus there was fcarce
any thing of true human fhape in the head,
unlefs it were the face, which would have been
very handfome, had it not been for the eyes,
which were allo very much mithaped. It was
a girl, and delivered in the feventh month of
the mother’s bignefs. Afier the breaking of the
membranes, the water came in fuch quantity,
that it ran through the bed upon the floor ;
and after the bringing out cf the after-burthen,
there followed a quart more (detained hitherto
among the membranes) with fuch clods of
blood, as 1 had not feen for a confiderable time
before.

13 . Orp-
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OsservaTion XXXIII.
The Delivery of a Woman in mof? vidlent Fits.

UGUST 21ft, 1671, 1 was fent forto a

woman afﬂﬁcd with moft violent epilep-
tic fits, living at the foot of the bridge of our
Lady in St. Mederic’s parifh. At the defire of
Dr. Mathon, a phyfician of the faculty of Paris,
to fearch the woman, I brought my fingers in-
to the neck of the womb, and I found the in-
,ner orifice opened cmly to the bignefs of a good
fix-pence. Hereupon it was thought advifeable
to adminifter hlebomm}f in the foot, which
being done accordingly by Mr. Lombart, my
brother {furgeon, the fits ceafed, and the wo-
man recovered her fenfes, but within a minute
they returned again. By this time Dr. Moreau
coming to our afiiftance, we went into a con-
fultation what was beft to be done, the refult
whereof was, that a clyfter thould be applied,
made of the decotion of the emollient herbs,
mixt with half an ounce of the eleéluarium bene-
diéli laxativii, three ounceswf honey, and two
ounces of oil of {weet almonds : after this,
to let blood in the arm, and give the patient
a cordial of carduus-water, ten ounces ; of the,

COoil=
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confection of hyacinths, a drachm ; and fyrup
of lemons two ounces, for two dofes.

But all thefe remedies not producing any
confiderable alteration, it was judged abfolute-
ly neceffary to proceed to the delivery of the
woman. Our refolution being communicated
to her hufband, and the danger of his wife,
he defired that nothing might be left undone
that might contribute towards the faving of her
life ; fo I undertook the tatk under condition,
That all there prefent fhould engage to clear me of
the afper/ions that might perbaps be caft upon me,
in caf? the woman fhould die during the operation.
Unto which they replied, That as they looked up-
on the patient as a dead woman, it was abfolutely
neceflary fo undertake the operation, and would
therefore bring no blemifh upon my reputation. So
to work I went, and the poor woman being
without fenfe or motion, like a dead carcafs, I
laid her crofs the bed. My hands being very
well greafed with freth butter, I conveyed my
fingers along the neck of the womb to its inner
orifice, which finding fomething more opened
than in the morning, I put two of my fingers,
one after another, into the inward orifice, and
fo dilating it by degrees, brought in the third
finger, and ftretching further, introduced at laft
the fourth, when forming them in the fhape of
a fpeculum matricis, or {crew, I extended the
orifice wiEh great caution, for fear of bruifing
the parts, till at laft getting my hand within

I4 the
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the womb (which was very large) I found the
child fwimming within its membranes, Having
broken them with my fingers, whilft the water
was coming out, I felt for one of the feet, which
falling into my hand immediately, whilft I was
feelmcr for the other, I met with the navel-ftring,
which giving me opportunity to difcover that
the child was ftill alive, by the beating of the
arteries (or pulfe), I bmught the foot out im-
mediately, and wrapping it in a cloth, pulled
it more towards me ; and moving my hand
higher up towards the knee, I difcovered the
fthin-bone of the other leg, lymg crofs the firft
leg, which I pufhed gently backwards to get
room for the other to bring it out, and fo drew
them out both together; for had I ufed the
leaft violence in pulling out the firft leg alone,
I thould have broken that which lay acrofs;
to prevent which, fingular caution ought to be
ufed in fuch like cafes.

Whilft I was employed in delivering of the
woman, the doctors frequently felt her pulfe,
to be fatisfied concerning her ftrength, which
began to be very low. “In the bringing out of
the feet I took Efpttiai care to keep the child’s
bodv in a flrait line, and to turn the toes (as
mm;h 215 could be done towards the fundament
of the woman ; though the fame is not to
be effe@ed at all times, and that for two rea-
{ons ; fir/l, when the child s excegding big ;
and fecondly, when the womb is too {mall

3 and
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and clofe. In which two cafes it 1s not always
feafible.

I brought out the child as fir s to the head,
which flicking in the neck of the womb, the
mother was feized with a moft viclent fit, which
continuing for above half a quarter of an hour,
killed the child. Afier the fit was over I pro-
ceeded with all imaginable care, and now being
fenfible that no further harm could be done to
the child, I brought my fingers into its mouth,
and fo pulling by the under jaw, whilft I put my
other hand to the neck ; I atlaft accomplifh’d
the delivery, but was forced to make ufe of all
my ftrength to encompafs it ; tho’ at the {fame
time I would have you take this as a rule in
thefe nice operations, that circumi{pection
and judgment have the greateft (hare in them.
The next thing to be done was to bring forth
the after-burthen, which follow’d without much
trouble as it happens frequently in thefe cafes,
where you have occafion to further the birth
with your hand in the womb, as has been men-
tion’d before ; and fo it happened with this wo-
man, for tho’ the lower part thereof was faft-
ned to the bottom of the womb on the right
fide, yet guiding my fingers along the navel-
ftring, I loofen’d the fame in 2 minute.

All this while our patient remained fenfelefs,
which continued above twelve hours after her
delivery. , The pext InDrning havinga little re-
covered her fenfes, 1 afked her, Whether [be
would be delivered? She anfwer’d, 2%s. But when

I
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I told her, That it was done already, fhe de-
clared, That fhe kiew nothing of it no more than
of the fits fbe bad had. She did very well dur-
ing her lying-in, except that for the firft twelve
days fhe was fomewhat feverith, but after-
wards mended apace, and was pretty healthy,
tho’ this was her firft child, and fhe had been
always very fickly before.

OsservaTion XXXIV,
The Deféﬂt’rjr of a putrify’d Child.

Eptember sth, 1671, I was called to a gen-
\ J tlewoman, the wife of one belonging to
the king’s houthold, fufpeGing herfelf to be
big with child. Her midwife being of opi-
nion that fhe was not, I defired they thould fend
for Dr. Doutee, a learned phyfician of the fa-
culty of Paris, who afking my opinion, whe-
ther I thought the gentlewoman with child or
"not; I anfwer’d, yes; and the Doftor agree-
ing in the fame fentiment, we did not think fit
to have her let blood in the foot, which was
urged by the midwife, upon fuppofition, that
fhe was not with child. (Y%
Inftead thereof, Dr. Doutee order’d a pur-
“gation of the decoltion of two drachms{ of
ena
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fena leaves, mixt with an ounce of {yrup of
rhubarb, which gave fome relief for that
time. But within a month after, being feized
with a moft violent pain about the region of
the kidneys, and in the belly, the fent for

another midwife, who told her, that the mem-
branes appear’d in the neck of the womb, of
about the bignefs of a penny loaf. According-
ly the membranes breaking, and the water fol-
lowing, the midwife affured her, that the in-
ward orifice of the womb was now of the
bignefs of half a crown; whereupon I being
fent for, fthe told me, that the believed fhe was
not with child, becaufe (he had had her regular
monthly courfes ; befides that, I remembered,
it was the opinion of her former midwife, that
the was not with child.

But upon fearch having conveyed my fore-
finger into the neck of the womb, I found the
inward orifice very much funk; fo that being
forced to guide my finger along the arfe-gut,
I felt a leg as far as to the knee: I took hold
of it with my fingers, which, without the leaft
‘violence, remained in my handstorn from the
body, which fufficiently convinced me, that the
child was dead and putrify’d, being no bigger
than the thigh of a large frog.

It was thought fit to fend once more for Dr.
Doutee, whao being convinced that the child
was dead, advifed, that it ought to be expelled.
It was therefore agreed, that a clyfter fhould

, be applied of the common deco&ion, in which

ailo
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alfo thould be boiled one wild cucumber, and
one coloquinth apple, with the additions of
enc ounce of the eledfuarium diaphenicum.
This clyfter proved fo fuccefsful, that the en-
fuing pains forced forward the remaining part
of the child, which being quite putrify’d, af-
forded a very naufeous (cent.  In cafe the cly-
fter had not anfwered our intention, we intend-
ed to have applied a fuppofitory made of oxes
gall ; we repeated the fame clyfter, but with-
out any manifeft effect; the was extremely
weak, occafioned by the excefiive lofs of blood,
which not ceafing as yet, I brought my fingers
in, and found the inward orifice very hard
and inflamed. I did all I could to dilate the
faid orifice (being a quarter of an inch thick)
and advanced very far with my fingers to
reach the after-burthen, fuftaining the child’s
beily all the while with my left hand. With a
great deal of trouble I at laft brought it out,
but by piece-meals, there remaining alloa piece
of the bignefs of a nut behind, but being fe-
parated before from the womb, the flooding
ceafed; fo I let the patient take fome reft,
who, by this exceffive evacuation, was reduced
fo low, that in cafe it had not been ftopp'd,
as it was, by the feparation of the after-bur-
then, fhe muft have infallibly died.

I {hewed the clods of blead and after-bur-
then to Dr. Decutee, who ordered her not to be
difturbed all that day. The next day being
{unday, a clyfter was applied, made of the

common
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common decofion, with two ounces of ho-
ney. About noon a fetid matter iffuing out
of the womb, we applied a fomentation and
injection, made of barley and chervil, a hand-
ful each. The next following night the repofed
pretty well, without any {fymptoms of a fever,
but complained of pains in the belly and hips,
which we attributed to a flatulent humour ;
fhe aftked for fome victuals, which we denied
her, but the made bold towards evening, at
five of the clock, with a good cup of broth,
with bread in it. On Tuefday fhe had the for-
mer clyfter repeated, but we preferibed ano-
ther injection of the decoction of wild cucum-
ber roots and of agrimony, with three ounces
in a quart of centaury water. We purfued
the {ame method two days longer, which re-
flored our patient fo effe@ually, that fhe left
the bed in a few days afier. .

(IR cF R~



OsservaTion XXXV.

The Delivery of a Child, prefenting the upper
Part of the Thigh.

Eptember 22d, 1671, being fent for to apoor
wather-woman in the ftreet of John de
I’Epiko in the parith of St. Mederic, I found
every thing leading towards a delivery, the
membranes being broken, and the water gone.
Notwithftanding which the woman thought of
nothing but death, and would needs fend for
her confeflor, tho’ by the pulfe of the arteries
of the navel-ftring I was well convinced that
the child was alive. The child came with the
upper part of the thigh foremoft; but having
found means to bring it back gradually into the
womb, I guided my hand along the leg to the
foot, which I brought out and baptized ; then
wrapping a cloth about the leg, I drew it to-
wards me gently to the thigh and buttock,
when the other leg alfo began to appear, reft-
ing upon the child’sbelly. I pulled ftill on
by the leg I had brought out-hafore, till the
whole body followed, whence it ds eafy to
guefs, that it is not always neceflary to put

the hand into the womb to get out the fe-
cond
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cond foot, unlefs it were, that (as has been
told be.fore) the faid leg fhould lie acrofs, in
which cafe you would break it, if you fhould
draw too {trong by the firft foot. But with-
out this, or fuch likﬁ: an accident, the man-
midwife need not faften a firing to the leg,
the fame being not to be done without great
pain to the mother, and confequently not to
be put in practice but in cafe of neceffity, tho’
it is unqueftionably more eafy, and requires
lefs ftrength, to pull a broadifh linnen ftring,
than the leg itfelf : but it ought to be obferv-
ed, that this method is prejudicial both to
the mother and child, the bladder and {fome
other adjacent parts being in great danger of
being torn, and by the violent puiling the
child’s leg may be broken, or the foot quite
torn off, whereof I knew fome inftances; it
being eafy to be imagined, that fince after they
“have faftened the ftring to the leg, they gene-
rally bring it back into the womb, to find out
the other ; all which can’t be done without
violence and bruifing of the paffages, all which
may be avoided, if you make ufe only of your
hands.

After having pulled out the child to the
thoulders, I found them fo broad, that I was
forced to guide my hand along the arm to the
elbow, and fo logfening itand one of the thoul-
ders, left the other in the paflage, till it came
forth along with the head, holding one hand
upon the brt‘:af’r the other on the neck: it

proved
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proved a lively girl, without any blemifh.
The mother took a little cil of olives, and

ufed every day an emollient and cooling cly-
fter, which are very proper in fuch cafes.
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OsseRrRvATION XXXVI

Of a Mifcarriage of a Fatus two Months old.

CTOBER 213d, 1671, Iwascalledtoa

gentlewoman ready tomifcarry of a feetus
of two months cld. I found it ftill enclofed in
the membranes, which I opened at the defire
of Dr. Pecquet of the faculty of Montpelier.
The fcetus had the refemblance of a bee. The
gth of the fame month I faw juft fuch another,
coming from a gentlewoman of Antwerp. We
perceived a flender fpeck in the membrane,
called the Amnios, of the bignefs of a good pea,
and fome {mall veins, terminating on the faid
membrane. Dr. Pecquet judged it to be no na-
tural or compleat feetus, but rather a monfter,
tho’ the navel-ftring was faftened to the after-
burthen, and the eyes, nofe and mouth were

difcerpible thro’ the membranes. The mother

did very well ; it being obféﬁ:ablﬁe, that in

thefe forts of mifcarriages, there is {carce any’

occafion for a man-midwife or midwife, unlets
in
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in cafe of an exceflive flux of blood (which
happens fometimes) or that the after-burthen
fhould ftay behind.

OszservaTioN XXXVII

The Delivery of a Child with the knee fores

moft,

Ovember gth, 1671, I was called to a wo-

man in St. Martin’s ftreet, The time of

her reckoning being not quite come, I fearched

her, and finding the child’s knee foremoft,

pufhed it back to get hold of the foot, which I

pulled out and baptized ; then wrapping a cloth

about the leg above the ankle, I pulled towards

me, and the other leg refting upon the belly,

it followed with the buttocks, and the whole
body afterwards, without much difficulty.

'T'is worth obfervation, that when the child
comes with the breech foremoft, there appears
fome black excrements, called meconium, as we
told you before. But this never happening till
after the breaking of the membranes, and the
coming out of the water, it feems probablr.
that thefe excrements are prefled downwards
by the breath of the child, as foon as it is {en-

fible of the circum-ambient air, Mr. Viardel
: K in
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in his Treatife of Midwifery, fays, That the
appearance of thefe excrements before the child
15 born, is an infallible fign of its being dead.
But as I have frequently experienced the con-
trary, I am of opinion, he afferted this pofiti-
on upon the credit of fuch authors as write
much more than they have feen ; whereas it
would be much more for the benefit of the
public, efpecially in fuch cafes as thofe, if no-
thing were publithed but what is founded up-
on good and unqueftionable credit and expe-
rience.

I drew the child towards me to the armpits,
and having loofened the arm with my fingers,
I laid my left hand upon the breaft, and the
right on the neck, and fo pulling forward in a
direct line, compleated the delivery. I tied
the navel-ftring two inches diftance from the
belly, and once more two inches further to-
wards the womb-cake, and fo cut it thro’ in
the middle, as we have told you before. I took
particular notice whether any blood iflued out
of the extremities, and confequently whether
thefe knots were well tied, a thing too often
neglected by midwives ; which done, I brought
forth the after-burthen.

It is further to be obferved, that the after-
burthen, or womb-cake (as the country wo-
men call it) is oftentimes joined to the womb,
tho’ not always in the fame place. Nature, as
it feems, not limiting itfelf to any certain rule
in this cafe; fometimes it is cither quite loofe,

or
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or fcarce joined, when it follows with cafe by
the leaft pull of the navel-ftring, and comes
off from the bottom or fides of the womb, as
dough does from a board well firewed with
flower ; but in cafe it is more clofely joined,
it is as troublefome to be removed thence, as it
is with a piece of dough from a table, that
has not been ftrewed before with flour,
which muft be brought off by pieces. Juft thus
it procceds with the after-burthen; and what
is not to be removed from, or remaining clofe
to the womb, is generally voided afterwards
with the flooding, or brought to a fuppuration
by the milk fever ; which is al{o the reafon that
the flooding has fometimes an ill fcent, without
any other inconveniency to the woman,

- Whence it is, that men-midwives and mid-
wives ought to a& with circumfpection in re-
ference to the after-burthen; for in cafe the
fame is loofe, it follows by the leaft pulling of
the navel-firing; but in cafe it is clofely joined
to the womb, you muft take care not to pull
the ftring with the leaft violence, for fear of
inverting the bottom of the womb, which
following the after-burthen, would prove mor-
tal to the woman ; wherefore in this laft cafe,
it 1s the fafeft way to convey your hand gent-
ly into the womb and loofen the after-burthen,
which being dors; you may pull without any
further danger or fear. |

Some years ago I faw an inftance of this

kind in Lombard-ftreet, where a gentlewoman
K2 lolt
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loft her life thus, by the ignorance of a mid-
wife, who not minding that the after-burthen
was clofely faftened to the womb, and bein
for difpatching the delivery, pulled with fuch
violence by the navel-ftring, that the bottom
of the womb followed the after-burthen. Had
{he been fenfible of the inverfion of the womb,
and brought it back in an inftant with her
hand, the poor woman might ftill have been
faved, but now died by her midwife’s igno-
rance. I thought fit to infert this account to
ferve as a warning to midwives, not to ac
with fo much violence, but rather with ma-
ture deliberation and judgment.

R R R I S R s e beme seae v
OBSERVATION XXXVIII.

The Delivery of a Woman that bad burt her[elf,
and afterwards died of the Small Pox.

Ovember 1oth, 1671, T was fent for to

a gentlewoman in the Horfe-Market,
She had had a fall the day before in her thop,
and fince that, felt a continual pain all over
her body, tho’ {he did not take to her bed. She
had been with child about feven months, and
told me, that about two months before, the
tumbled into a cellar, but without taking

any
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any harm at that time, but now complained of
a moft violent pain in her hips. I defiring
the advice of a phyfician, Dr. Govet of the
faculty of Paris was fent for, who ordered the
opening of a vein in the arm and a clyfter,
which being done, and the laft repeated, but
without producing any alteration, a third cly-
fter was prefcribed of the emollient herbs,
with an ounce of common {alt, three ounces
of honey, and a {poonful of vinegar, which
did very well. The night betwixt Monday
and Tuefday proved exceflive painful to the pa-
tient. 'The next morning the pulfe beating ve-
ry quick, the was let blood a fecond time. But
the pain continuing, and the patient imagining
fthe might be bruifed within, I gave her, at her
requeft, a plaifter made of Burgundy pitch,
rofin and wax equal parts, mixed with a little
oil of rofes. 'The fame oil we alfo applied
to the painful part. This made the pain move
a little, which fpreading itfelf all over the
belly, the child appeared in the birth, and
was delivered with the next pain, being fol-
lowed by the after-burthen, about fix o’clock
in the evening.

For fome time after the complained of no
pain, but the fame foon returning with more
violence than ever, continued thus the whole
night, betwixt -Tuefday and Wednefday ; fo
fhe was let blood a third time in the arm,
againft my advice, though fhe flooded fuffi-

, ciently.

K 3 It



[ 134 ]

It was then thought advifeable to call into
our confultation Dr. Puyilon the elder, the
eldeft deacon of the faculty of Paris, and 2
very noted phyfician. He comforted the pa-
tient, telling her, That he hoped fhe would do
very well; and ordering another phlebotomy
10 the arm, the fame was performed accord-
ingly in the prefence of the phyficians. The
next evening fhe was let blood in the foot,
having repofed pretty well the night betwixt
Wednefday and Thurfday. That day and
the following, fhe was without either pain or
fever; but the night betwixt Friday and Sa~
turday, both returned more violent than be-
fore. However, the Saturday paffed indiffe-
rently well with her, but on Sunday morning
we difcovered certain puftules like thofe of
the meafles or fmall-pox, with a black, or ra-
ther purple ring about her eyes, thewing the
malignancy of her diftemper, which was fuch,
that there appeared a mortification of the
fleth in thofe parts of the arm and foot where
fhe had lately been let blood, She was very
bad the night betwixt Sunday and Monday.
"The fever continued, tho' the pain in the hips,
which had been very vehement hitherto, was
fomewhat abated. Anpother confultation was
held betwixt the beforementioned phyficians ;
the refult whereof was, That there was no
bopes of her life.  Accordingly fhe died the
fame evening about five o’clock,

ORser~
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OBSERVATION XﬁXIX.

The Delivery of a Woman, who bad been af-
ficted nineteen Days with a violent Flux of
Blood.

Ovember 16th, 1671, I was fent for toa
gentlewoman in the ftreet of Guene-
gand, in St. Andrew’s parith. I found her
without either fenfe or motion, having been
afflited with a violent flux of blood nineteen
days fucceffively, which was increafed within
the laft twenty-four hours, in fpite of all the
remedies prefcribed by Dr. Lickard, phyfi-
cian of the faculty of Paris, and Dr. de Ter-
re, fecond phyfician to the king. Dr. Lickard
had at his firft coming advifed her immediate
delivery, as the only means of preferving her
life, but the woman oppofed it as long as the
had any fenfe left. Notwithftanding which,
Dr. Lickard perfifted in his opinion, telling
the woman, That in cafe fhe was not forth-
with delivered, [be muft expec? nothing but pre-
Jfent death, giving at the fame time this cau-
tion to the ftanders by, That though be would
not engage for ber life, fince fhe bad flaid [o long,
yet that all the hopes that was left, was in ber
Jpeedy delivery.
K4 Accord-
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Accordingly 1 being fent for, and urged to
haften as much as poffibly I could, I under-
took the tafk, under condition that they would
vindicate my reputation againit the afperfions
that might be made in cafe the woman
fhould die under my hands; whereupon Dr.
Lickard telling me, That there awould not be
the leaft ground for afperfion, they being all eye-
witnefles of the dangerous condition of the wo-
man, 1 bronght my fingers into the paffage,
and found the inward orifice quite ftopped
up by the after-burthen. It was fplit in the
middle as far as to the membranes, which
being ftill entire, and the water coming out
afterwards, gave me the better opportunity
of turning the child, which I pulled out by
the feet, but dead (by reafon of the exceflive
flux of the blood) without the leaft violence,
the paffages being all very much relaxed, as it
commonly happens in all women afflied with
fuch fluxes.

Hercupon the patient recovering her fenfes,
every one began to conceive hopes of her life,
but this lafted not long; for fthe no fooner
had taken a cup of broth, but the {wooned
again, and remained without fenfe or motion,
but had frequent convulfions, the certain fore-
runners in this, as well as all other fuch like
exceflive evacuations of blood, of the utmoft
lofs of fpirits and ftrength in the patient, as
it happened in this woman, who died not

long after; wherefore, in fuch cafes as this,
the
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the delivery ought to be difpatched with all
poffible fpeed, without which the woman muft
expe nothing but prefent death. Of this 1
have feen divers inftances in the hofpital of
Paris, where I officiated as man-midwife ma-
ny years, in conjunction with M. de la Cuiffe,
and Mr. Bouchet’s fon-in-law, unto whom
I acknowledge myfelf infinitely obliged for
their dire¢tions and good advice upon many
occafions. And as the firft has given a thou-
fand proofs of his ability in this city, and Mr.
Bouchet not very long ago in delivering the

ueen of Poland, fo it muft be acknowledg-
ed, that the public have {uftained a great lofs
by the death of thefe two great profeflors in
their art.

But to return to our purpofe. The body of
this gentlewoman was opened (in the abfence
of Dr. Lickard and myfelf) to fee whether
there were not any mifcarriage in the deli-
very. We had, notwithftanding thefe unfair
dealings, the good fortune to efcape the cen-
fures of the envious world; a certain lady,
the wife of the greateft phyfician of our age
though unknown to me) and a noted man-
midwife and furgeon of our company (who
were prefent) being entirely fatisfied in our
proceedings, becaufe they found the womb
entire and clean in all its parts, and all the
veflels quite exhaufted of blood, by the long
continued flux: I muft confels myfelf infi-
» nitely obliged to this lady, who was pleafed
to
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to give me {uch fignal proofs of her humani-
ty “and impartiality, without which I might
have lain under heavy afperfions, there being
a certain fort of envious people, who delight
in back-biting and reviling every thing, though
never fo well pﬂ:rfmmed if an unfortunate
accident (though never fo unavoidable) gives
them the leaft occafion of flandering others:
for it is certain, had they found the leaft par-
ticle of coagulated blood in the inward ori-
fice of this woman, they would infallibly
have made it the occafion of her death, though
the had the pangs of death upon her bcfure I
touched her.  This is therefore the reafon why

many among the men-midwives refufe to med-
dle with fuch dangerous cafes, though I can-
not approve their conduét, which being con-
trary to the rules pre{'crlbed by Gud they
ought not to prefer their reputation before the
public good, but truft to God Almijghty’s
protection.

OBSER-~
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OpservaTionNn XL.

The Delivery of @ Monfirous Child.

OVEMBER the 21ft, 1671, I was fent
for to deliver a woman in the Oak-ftreet,
Upon fearch I found the child to prefent its
neck to the birth ; whereupon I conveyed the
fingers of my right hand (well greafed) gently
into the womb, and turning the child, brought
it out by the feet (as has been mentioned before)
as likewife the after-burthen. The child was
born dead, and of a monftrous fhape.
This child had on the back part of the head
a kind of a friar’s cap, of about four inches long,
rather roundifh than pointed. The membranes
chorion and amnios were joined to the right fide
of the head juft behind the temples, of the
breadth of half an inch, and to the womb-cake
in its whole circumference., On the fame fide,
above and behind the ear, was an excrefcency
like a fmall horn, of the length of half an inch,
or fomething more. On the other fide there
was fuch another, but rifing fomewhat higher,
and betwiXt both a mufculous flefh, without
any appearance of brains,

The
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The ears were very large for a child of feven
months : the crown of the head “very hairy,
the forchead low and flat, the eyes clofed up,
and much mifhaped.

The nofe was exceeding flat ; the upper lip
{plit to the nofe, like a hair-lip, which made
the face look very hideous, though the chin
was natural enough.

The right arm was alflo not mifthaped, except
that the finger next to the little one, or the
third to begin from the thumb, was wanting
in the hand; the left arm was thorter than the
other, and crooked at the elbow.

The navel-ftring and after-burthen were as
they ought to be, except that the membranes
were joined to the head.  Both the thighs were
nataral, but both the feet turned with the toes
backwards.

1t is almoft incredible what {trange varieties
arc obferved in nature in the procreation of
mankind.

I was about the fame time defired by Mr.
Corbeau, my brother furgeon, to vifit a woman
who reckoned herfelf two or three months with
child, and had juft then mifcarried of a certain
{ubftance like the frog-feed, but refembling
in fhape our garden ftrawberries, weighing a-
bout three or four pounds.

Since that time I wascalled to a certain gen-
tlewoman lately come from London,where hav-
ino been under the care of the famous phyfician
and man-midwife, Dr. Maumen, the had always .

been
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been told by him, That fhe was not with child,
as indeed fhe was not. But living now in the
ftreet of Maubec, and being feized with a vio-
lent flux of blood, I was fent for, and upon
fearch found the inner orifice of the womb
open; I atked her, Whether fhe bad bad any
advice before2 She told me, That fhe bad been
let blood by the directions of Dr. Merfenna, one of
the oldeft phyficians of the faculty of Paris ; fince
which fhe was afflicted with a moft violent pain.
There was a midwife there before me, but the
having already done what fhe could, 1 brought
my finger (well greafed with oil of {weet al-
‘monds) into the neck of the womb, and found
the inner orifice much inflamed, either by fome
violent touch, or the corrofivenefs of the blood,
or by a fharp clyfter the midwife had applied,

which often occafions dangerous {fymptoms.
Advancing with my finger further into the
womb, I felt a foft {ubftance clofely adhering
to the inward orifice, which I fuppofing to be
the after-burthen, I feparated the adjoining
parts from the orifice, without bruifing it, when
part of this foft {pungy fubftance breaking oft
from the reft, I brought out a piece of the big-
nefs of a walnut. And the pains continuing,
I pulled out a great part of this ftrange fub-
ftance, which appeared full of fibres, and white
bladders full of water, gliftering like cryftal,
and in fhape not unlike our white currants. The
quantity I brought forth weighed about two
,pounds; being in its {ubflance not unlike the
{ced
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feed of frogs. Whilft my right hand was with-
in the womb, I put the left to the woman’s
belly to puth the womb downwards, which
was of the bulk of a loaf of two or three
pounds.

I defired this fubftance to be kept as long as
they could, and took part of it home with me,
which I fhewed to Dr. Auzon and others, who
were much furprized thereat: it turned after
fome time to water. The woman was very
well till within a month after her delivery, when
about the time of her monthly courfes, fhe
was feized again with a flux of blood, which
was foon ftopt; and the fame thing happening
again about a month after, we judged the fame
to be her ordinary courfes, and fhe has been
very well fince. She was much addiéted to a
hot and fpicy diet, which I did forbid her.

OBSER-
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OsseErvaTioNn XLI.

The Delivery of a Woman troubled with a violent
Flux of Blood.

EBRUARY the 16th, 1672, I was
called to a gentlewoman in Lombard-
fireet, in S. James’s parith, who being very
big with child, was feized with a violent flux
of blood. I ordered her a clyfter, and then
let her blood in the arm, which ftopt the flux
till the next day. Upon fearch made, I found
‘the inner orifice of the womb opened to the
bignefs of a French half-crown piece. Two
* days after the flux returning, fhe became {o
weak that I advifed her to receive the facra-
ment, which being performed, and the confefl-
for, her mother, and hufband, earneftly intreat-
ing me to deliver the child in order to its bap-
tifm ; Ilaid the woman, (now without fenfe or
motion) a-crofs the bed, defiring that no body
would ftay in the room, except the midwife
and nurfe,

Then grealing my fingers with frefh butter
for their more eafy paflage, I brought thofe of
the right hand into the neck of the womb,
which being full of clods of coagulated blood,
Ibrought them out by handfulls, and laid them

up
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up in a dith. 'This done, I conveyed my fore-
finger into the inward orifice of the womb, and
another foon after, and fo fpreading them by
degrees, made a kind of a fcrew ; and the in-
ner orifice being thus dilated, I put my whole
hand into the womb, where the firft thing I
fele was the after-burthen, I feparated it gent~
ly from the inner orifice into which it adhered,
and advancing higher up with my hand to
the membranes chorion and amnios, I open-
ed them with my fingers, and taking hold of
the child’s feet, drew them out and baptized
them.
Then looking after the after-burthen, I found
a piece mifling of the breadth of four inches,
which I no fooner brought away, but the wo-
man revived in an inftant, and told us herfelf,
That [he felt herfelf pretty well. But {he was
no fooner laidin her bed, and her linen changed,
but fhe fell again into a {woon ; I gave hera
- little wine, but fhe vomited it up again with
great anxiety, occafioned by the vapours arif-
ing from the womb ; after that fhe began to
incline to fleeping. I {earched her once more,
whether there might be any coagulated blood
behind, but found nothing but a kind of a plait
in the neck of the womb, which at firft I mif-
took for fome remnant of the after-burthen,
but upon a more ftrit fearch, found the fame
to be a relaxation only of the membranes of
the neck of the womb. Dr. Biendifant, a phy-
fician of the faculty of Paris, being called to my
3 affiftance,
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affiftance came in by this time, when it was
~agreed to allow the patient a {mall quantity of
food, as not being able to digeft much in fo
weak a condition. The next day we found her
pretty well, and allowed her a little wine, fhe
having been ufed to it before: but the Wed-
nefday after difcovering a defluxion upon her
breaft, we again forbid the ufe of it. She was
reftored to her health by the care of Dr.
Biendifant.

OeservaTion XLII
The Delivery of a Child with the ear foremof.

ARCH the 12th, 1672, I was fent for

to a gentlewoman in the Mint-flreet in

St. James’s parith : upon fearch I found the in-
ner orifice of the womb opened to the bignefs of
a large French crown-piece, and of a circular
figure. The membranes being broken within
two or three days, but not perceiving any pains
at that time, I went home, but was call’d again
in a few hours after. Putting my finger into
the paflfage, I found the inner orifice of the
womb fuffigiently opened, fo that having anoint-
ed them well with butter, I brought in my
Wwhole hand to difcover what part of the child
L was
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was foremoft, which I did, but with a great
deal of trouble, it being no eafy tafk to diftin-
guith whether the mouth, the ear or the breech
15 foremoft. Upon which occafion I will give
you however thefe few obfervations,

When the mouth comes foremoft, you feel
either the lips, gums or tongue. If the breech,
you may dilcover it by the extremity of the
great gut, which is very foft; but the fureft
fign is, when after the opening of the mem-
branes, there follows black excrements. The
ear is diftinguifh’d by a certain firm adherency
to the head, and its touch diftinguifhable from
the other two; which made me alfo difcover
at this time, that the child prefented the ear
foremoft, under which lay the arm.
~ Idid all I could to remove it thence, without
which I fhould have found 1t very difficult to
make room for my hand to fearch after the
feet. The head was the next to the paflage,
but not being able to take hold of it, I was
forc’d to let my hand advance as deep into the
womb as I could, betwixt the left fide of the
womb and the child’s body. I {eparated the
membranes from the child, and coming in reach
of one of the buttocks, I follow’d the thigh to
the leg, which lay upon the belly : I guided
my hand along this leg to the foot, which
I drew out, tho’ the paflage was very ftrait,
the mother being of fo little a fize, that the ap-

ear’d not to be above twelve years of age,
and the child very lufty. But the child’s toes
2 turning
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turning towards the bladder of the mother, I
was foreed to bring it back again; (for reafons
before alledged, and therefore not to be neglect-
ed) and turning the child, drew out the fame
foot again, which having wrapt in a thin cloth,
I drew out to the thigh withoat the leaft vio-
lence ; then guiding my fingers along the thigh
to feel whether the other thigh did not lie
crofs this, I perceived it was not {o, but that
the breech follow’d, and that the other thigh
was bent towards the belly. Idrew the thigh
of the firft leg more and more towards me,
and the whole body followed by degrees, (tho’
I was not a little annoy’d with the child’s ex-
crements) as did alfo the other leg: then
keeping them both together, I pulled out the
body in a dirc& line, and after having clear’d
both the arms, laid my left hand flat upon the
breait, and the right on the neck, I propofed
to compleat the delivery without any more
trouble ; but finding the head to ftick in the
paflage, I was forced to convey the fingers of
my left hand along the lowermoft part of the
neck into the inner orifice of the womb, to
difcover what was the matter ; and finding the
chin which ftuck to the neck of the womb to
be the obftacle, I brought my fingers into the
mouth, and with the night hand at the fume
time giving a pull to the neck, I clear’d the
head and delivered the child, which having a
black flime (like Caffia) in its mouth, occafion-
¢d by the mixture of the excrements) I did wipe

L.og it
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it off immediately, which elfe might have
choak’d it, but now breathed very well to the
great fatisfation of the mother, this being
the firft time fhe had been brought to bed of a
live child. The after-burthen followed with
eafe, by pulling it only with the navel-firing,
I ordered the child-bed woman the juice of
fome four oranges, mixed with fyrrup of maiden-
hair. And both fhe and the child did very
well afterwards.

OsservaTioN XLIII

The Delivery of a Child with the After-burthern
Sforemoft.

PRIL the 7th, 1672, I was called to a

® woman in St. Mederic’s-ftreet, being in
the fixth month of her reckoning, and troubled
with a violent flux of blood. 1 told her im-
mediately, zhat without being delivered forth-
with, fhe was in danger of ber life. Dr. Crefle
a Paris phyfician, was of the fame opinion,
and ordered her immediately to be let blood ;
however we ftaid a little to fee whether
nature would help itfclf, it happening fome-
times that fuch fluxes ceafe when the child
comes to the birth well turn’d. But the wo-,
man
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man growing weaker and weaker, her huf-
band and friends afked my opinion once more;
and I anfwering, that zbe delivery of her was
the only way to fave ber life, they defired me to
delay no longer.

Wherefore I brought two of my fingers (well
greafed with butter) into the inner orifice of
the womb, and finding the fame opened to the
bignefs of a French half-crown piece, I {pread
my fingers in the nature of a fcrew, and thus
extending it, brought in my hand, and felt the
after-burthen foremoft. I feparated the fame
to open my way to the membranes, which be-
ing opened the water came forth, and I drew
out the after-burthen, that it might not be in
my way afterwards. Then fearching after the
child’s feet, I took hold and pulled cut one,
which I baptized ; and wrapping a cloth round
the foot, I accomplithed the delivery of a
daughter of fix months, after my ufual method.

Immediately after the woman recover’d of
her fwooning fits, fhe began to breath and fpeak,
telling us, zhat fhe felt berfelf fometbing [fironger.
But relapfed {oon after ; yet being recovered
again by the care of Dr.Creffe, fhe did very well
afterwards. We applied a plaifter again(l the
flux, made of the flower of gips (ufed by
the plaifterers) mix’d with the beft vinegar,
laying it to the bellyabove the womb, andabout
the hips. *The next day we prefcribed a cly-
fter of barley and white bread boiled together,
»and mix’d with three ounces of honey of vio-

lets ;
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lets ; but the norfe miftaking the matter, took
honey of rofes inftead thereof ; whence it is
obvious how careful women ought to be in
choofing their nurfes ; fince by the mifmanage-
ment of clyfters nnly, many dangerous {ymp-
toms have enfued thro’ the carelefsnefs or ig-
norances of the nurfes. Wherefore women
ought to pitch upon fuch nurfes as are ufed to
attend In lyings-in, and fuch as they know
that will not be employed in the fmall-pox and
other infeCtious diftempers, which thus may be
communicated to the woman in child-bed. All
nurfes ought to be cautious not to give any me=
dicines to women in' child-bed, without the
advice of a phyfician, furﬂec}n or an €x-
pert midwife ; and ﬁfpeczally not to apply
aftringent remedies in the beginning of the
ﬂUUdl']g, which if it fucceeds ill, they are fure
to lay the blame upon the man-midwife or
nnimﬁ* "T'is but lately that I knew fuch an
ignorant and prefumptuous nurfe, who in the
beginning of the flocding, bathed the gentle-
woman under her care, with red wine only ;
which ﬁDpplnL the flooding, and a fever enfu-
ing, the pdtser-t was forced to be let blood fe-

veral times in the arm and foot, nd‘}'et they
had much ado to fave her.

OBSER=
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OsservaTionNn XLIV.

Of the Delivery of a Child which came forth
with the whole Body as far as the Neck, the
Mother not being able to withbold it.

AY the 16th, 1672, at ten o'clock at

night I was called to an inftrument-
maker’s wife, over-againft St. Mederic’s church.
The woman appearing very healthy, told
me, that fhe bad felt fome pain that morning
in ber belly, yet fo as to be able to go about ber
bufinefs ; and that [he bad borne nine children in
eight years time. She added, That fhe fupped
very well that evening with her family, but after
Jupper fbe defired ber bufband to fetch a mid-
qwife : whilft be was gone, fbe was feized with fich
violent pains as made ber go to bed, but wwas [tarce
laid down, when the cbild came forth with the
legs foremoft to the neck, which together with the
bead, did flick in the neck of the womb.

This was the condition the midwife found
her in, who delivered the child, but negle&-
ed to take effeCual care of the flooding,
which proved fo exceflive, as threw the wo-
man into a fwooning fit, from whence fhe
., never recovered. Had this woman taken the

L 4 advice
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advice I gave her in the morning, not to ftir
abroad, this mifhap might have been prevent-
ed ; and had the midwife a@&ed with more
circumipection, fhe might have faved the wo-
man’s life. ’Tis true, 'tis 2 midwife’s bufi-
nefs to deliver a child- in its natural pofition,
but it is alfo beyond her reach to judge of
and remedy all the {ymptoms that attend de-
liverics. However, they have this for an ex-
cufe, That they do what they are able to do..

It were to be wifh’d, that young midwives
would have more regard to the directions
given them by the man-widwives and mid-
wives in the hofpitals ; tho’ it muft be confefs’d
alfo, that fix weeks, or three months (the
time appointed for their inftru&ion) is not
near {ufficient for a thing of fo much moment;
it being evident, that even fuch as have been
many years “at the trade, commit fometimes
an error. This may ferve alfo as a convincing
inftance, how careful big-belly’d women ought
to be in their choice of a man-midwife or mid-
wife, in which they ought not to rely upon
the recommendation of their acquaintance,
but upon the advice of their phyficians.
Had this woman been miftrefs of her profef-
{ion, fhe might have faved her life, T wasfent
for, but not till it was too late, I told the mid-
wife her error, which fhe could not deny ; and
putting my fingers into the womb, to difcover
the caufe of her fudden death, I felt with the
extremities of my fingers another child,

' which,
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which, though it was dead before, I I_:Jrought
forth, and proved a danghter. Ilay this down
as a general rule, That whenever there appears
an exceflive flux of blood, the man-midwife,
or midwife, muft a& with prudence and cir-
cumfpection ; yet {o, as not to expeét the ut-
moft extremity, if it can be avoided.

SO ORI &R RCHOROR IR XK

OpservaTIioN XLV.

The Delivery of a Child prefenting the Head,
Sropped by the Os Sacrum of the Mother.

AY 26th, 1672, being called to a wo-

man who complained of a moft violent
pain in her hips, I found (upon fearch made)
that the vaft quantity of water had prefled
the membranes below the paffage. I admi-
niftred phlebotomy to allay the violence of the
pain ; but the fame increafing, I neverthelefs
advifed the midwife to have patience, to fee
whether nature would do her own work, ef-
pecially fince it was the firft time of this wo-
man’s being with child, when the delivery is
always fubje@ to more difficulties and delays
befides that, the woman was of a tender
and bilious conftitution, and lame. Thus I
, returned heme ; but about feven o’clock in

the
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the evening, the nurfe was fent to fetch me
again, She told me, That the poor woman was
in fits, and fenfelefs, and confequently in a dan-
gerous condition. J

I went immediately and fearched her, found
the head forwards, but fixed againft the os fz-
crum of the mother, who wanted ftrength to
force the birth forward.

I conveyed my fingers (well greafed with
butter) gently into the paflage, and pufhed
the head backward without the leaft trouble,
the child fwimming ftiil in a good part of the
water that was not voided as yet, [ dilated
the paflage with my fingers, and fo advancing
to the womb, reduced the head to the very
bottom of the womb, though it before was got
down thro’ the inner orifice into the neck of
the womb ; then I fearched for the feet, and
meeting with one of the hands, I put it afide,
and coming to the knees, guided my hand
along the leg to the foot, which I took hold
on, and drawing it out, baptized it.

It is worth obfervation, that fo {oon as fhe
was delivered, the recovered out of her fits,
declaring, That fhe was not fenfible of ber la-
bour. She did very well afterwards, there not
remaining the leaft footfteps of her fits, ex-
cept the marks fhe had given herfelf by bit-
ing her tongue. I leave the inveftigation of
the true reafon of thefe fits to the phyficians,
fince there was neither any putrefaction in the
womb, nor a dead child that could be the

caufe
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caufe of them. I am of opinion, that the de-
tention of the urine in the bladder may be
the occafion of this evil ; for I have feen di-
vers women in labour, who were affli¢ted with
intollerable pains, by the diftention of the blad-
der ; neither could they be delivered, till a
probe being inferted into the neck of it, the
bladder was difcharged of the urine, and the
pain allayed. The bladder is a membranous
tender fubftance, having a {tri¢t communication
with the brain and ftomach by the nerves, The
woman had her flooding very regular, and
paffed her lying-in without any ill accident.

Immediately after her delivery, we ordered
her a mixture of the juice of three or four four
oranges, an ounce of oil of {weet almonds, and
two ounces of {yrup of maidenhair., Two
hours after, the had a cup of broth ; her tongue
was cured with honey of rofes, and a garga-
rifm made of the decottion of agrimony, and
the tops of bramble-berry, adding to each pound
of this decoction an ounce of f{yrup of rofes,
and a drachm of fa/ prunella, which had the
defired effect, and reftored our patient to her
former health. I need not mention what
clyfters we made ufe of, the fame having been
repeated often before,

OBSER~



OsservaTIioNn XLVI

The Delivery of a Fatus that was living, though
only Four Montbs old.

UNE 26th, 1672, I was called to the

wife of an officer of juftice, in the freet
Des Arfis, in the parith of St. Mederic. She
told me, That fhe was in labour, and complained
of E""C'Efﬁuf’ pains tn the lower region of ber belly.
1 afked her, Whether (he had firained or over-
reached berfelf2 She told me, That a picture was
fallen upon ber bead, mbermpﬂn She bad been let
blood 5 but within a few days after found fore
blood and fragments of frins iffuing from the
womb, which I looked upon as the forerunners of a
mifcarriage. 1 defired 1 might fearch her,
which being done, by bringing my ﬁngers
(well greafed) into the inner orifice of the
womb, I felt a hard membranous {ubftance,
that would not give way to my fingers ; it
being then my judgment, that we ought not
to proceed with too much hafte, I told the
woman, That fbe muft bave a little patience,
and that 1 hoped all would prove wzil in the

end.
In .
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In the mean while I took particular notice
of the blood that came from her from time to
time, and of her pains, one whereof being
more fevere than the reft, forced out the be-
forementioned membranous fubftance, of the
bignefs of a large buftart egg, containing a
feetus (and the water) as big as a new-hatched
chicken, which I fuppofed to be betwixt three
and four months old. The head appeared
blackifh, like coagulated extravafated blood.
The forchead, eyes, nofe, mouth, and chin,were
well made. The arms compleat, and ribs
very diftinguifhable. The manly members
without defect, as were alfo the legs and feet.
I took it into my hand, and feeing it moved
all its limbs (though very faintly) in the pre-
{fence of all the ftanders by, and the father in
particular, I baptized it, and then gave it to
the nurfe. The membrane that enclofed it
was only the amnios, the chorion, with the af-
ter-burthen, being left behind in the womb,
which I got thence, but not without a great
deal of trouble.

Then I let the woman reft till the next
day, when I ordered her the following clyfter
againft the after-pains.

Take a pound of the decoction of mallows,
violet leaves, lettuce, purcelain, and white-
bread ; add to it honey and oil of fweet
almonds, , three ounces each. This clyfter
brought forth a kind of falfe conception, or
. rather fuperfeetation, which I fuppofe was the
caufe
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caufe of the expulfion of the natural feetus,
which commonly happens about the fourth
month, it being a great rarity, if a woman
under thofe circumftances holds out her full
time, of which I have had frequent expe-
rience.

I prefcribed her a regular diet, which pro-
cured a favourable flooding, She took in each
cup of her broth the juice of a quarter of a
four orange, a thing that much firengthens
and revives the ftomach, and clears the kid-
neys from the urine, all which is of great con-
lequence to a woman 1n child-bed.

EEANSDEEANTDEEANSDEPANTDEEANTDETANTDETANTD

OsservaTioN XLVII

Of a Woman wha fuffered an exceffive Lofs of
Blood, .e'wmz;ﬁ the After-burthen was not de-
kwrfd in Time.

UNE 29th, 1672, T was fent for to the

wife of one of the clerks of the Exche-
quer, who had loft abundance of blood, becaufe
the had not been delivered of her after-burthen
in time. She was fo exceffive weak, that I
was doubtful whether I had beft attgmpt her
delivery or not; but at the requeft of the

curate of St. John, then prefent, of her huf-
band’s,
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band’s, and fome other relations, I undertook
the tafk.

I conveyed my fingers (well greafed with
butter) into the neck of the womb, in or-
der to dilate the inner orifice, pretty well
opened before by the delivery of the child.
I met with abundance of clods of coagulated
blood, which I brought out, and then putting
my hand to the very bottom of the womb, I
found the after-burthen (which was very
{mooth) adhering on all fides to it. I drew
the after-burthen towards me, but very gently,
and with great difficulty, by reafon of the ex-
ceflive drought and heat of the inward parts of
this gentlewoman, owing partly to her natural
conftitution, partly to the late flux of blood.
This was the reafon I could not bring forth
this after-burthen but in pieces : for it 1s to be
obferved, That in cafe the [ame is joined to the
bottom :;rf the womb, it 1s impolfible to bring it out
awhole, which was our cafe at this time. Some
few remnants being forced out with the flood-
ing, the woman recovered her ftrength and
health gradually, by the care of Dr. Bryar and
mylelf. We prefcribed her an emollient clyf-
ter, adding to a pound of the decotion a co-
loquinth apple to be boiled in it, and after-
wards an ounce of the elefuarium diaphenici,
which expelled the remnants of the after-bur-
then with the flooding.

OBSCR=



OsservatTion XLVIII

The Delivery of a Child with the Shoulder-blade
and Elbow foremofl.

ULY 4th, 1672, I was defired to come to a
cook’s wife near St, Martin’s Gate, whom
I had affifted twice before in very difficult la-
bours. The child prefented the fhoulder-
blade and the elbow foremoft, which is one
of the moft troublefome deliveries that well
can be, which I alfo found fufficiently at this
time, the woman being (befides this) reduced
very low, by the exceflive evacuation of
blood that accompanied her labour. I brought
my hand into the paflage as far as I was
able, where I met with abundance of {lime,
and clods of coagulated blood, and fome
fragments of the membrane called ammnios,
which was broken before, and the water come
away.

With the extremity of my fingers I difcover-
ed the fhoulder-blade, or fhoulder of the child
foremoft, as alfo the elbow, which I did not
meddle with at that time, but advancing with
my hand as gently as pofiibly I could, I per-

fectly felt the before-faid parts that were fore-
moft
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moft, and had almoft ftopped up the paffage ;
fo that finding no further admittance for my
. fingers, I was obliged to bring both the thoulder
and arm back to the very bottom of the womb.
Then guiding my fingers from the thoulders
forwards along the body of the child to the feet,
I took hold of the firft I met with, without
troubling myfelf with the other, and dmwm‘g
out the firft foot and baptizing it, wrapt it in
a thin cloth, and fo delivered the child.

Itisto be obferved, that at the fame time I
pulled the firft foot towards me, the arm drew
back, and the child turned, fo that the buttocks
and the other foot followed of courfe; and I
wrapped both the feet in the fame cloth, and
with both my hands pulled out the child to the
fhoulders. This I was fain to loofen, by con-
veying two of my fingers along the arm above
them, which fucceeded according to with; for
this done, I laid my left hand to the child’s
breaft, and my right to the neck, and rejoiced
the mother with a lively fon. 1 alfo delivered
the after-burthen, though I was forced to pull
it out by pieces, with a great deal of circum-
fpection. = Iordered her privy parts to be ftop-
ped up with a cloth, and that fhe fhould be
kept very quiet for two or three days, having
fuffered extremely in her labour, which was
very painful, and by thefe direGtions the did
very well, both in and after her lying-in,

M OBR:ER-
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OrservaTioNn XLIX.

The Delivery of a Child with the Buttocks
Joremoft. |

ULY the 2 5th, 1672, being calledto a thoe-~

maker’s wife, 1 found the child comin
with the buttocks foremoft, by two infallible
figns. Firft, becaufe I difcovered with the
extremity of my fingers, a certain hollownefs
betwixt two foft protuberancies, whereas, when
the head, fhoulder, or knee comes foremoft,
it feels pretty hard to your finger. The fecond
was the black excrements like ¢gfie, which
ftuck to my finger ; acertain fign that the fun-
dament of the child is foremoft, and that the
membranes are broken.

Upon mature deliberation I judged it beft
to have patience, and to endeavour to aid na-
ture only with rendering the paflage flippery,
by '11*o1nt1nﬂr it with freth butter, or oil of
fweet 1lmunds the firft whereof, toid i in cold
water, I made uff: of upon thisoccafion. For
Ilay this down for a general rule, that in all
births, whether nmatural or otherwife, all vio-
lent methods ought to be avoided, as much
as p{niublc can ‘be; and in this cafe, it 1s cer-_

tain,
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tain, that the child’s buttocks will make their
way out, as well as the head of the child in a
natural birth ; though it is not to be denied,
but that this proves generally more difficult
and painful. Whenever I found the child pre(-
fing forwards by the pains and the mother’s
endeavours, I feconded the fame, by extending.
the parts through which they muft pafs, not
without exceflive pain ; to eafe which, as much
as can be, the man-midwife or midwife muft
take care to extend with the fingers the out-
ward lips, but very gently, without oftfering
the leaft violence, either to the mother, or the
child, for fear of breakinga leg, or thigh-bone.
Thus the buttocks, thighs, legs, and feet of the
child being delivered, I brought out the head
with little trouble, yet the child died as {oon as
1t was baptized, but the mother did very well.

M 2 OBsERr-
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The Delivery of a Child, the Head of which
being paffed, fluck in the Birth at the
Shoulders.

ULY the 25th, 1672, I was called to af-

§ fift amidwife, who could not by any means
(the was able to make ufe of) deliver a gold-
{mith’s wife, in the ftreet of St. Avoye. I found
the poor woman in a defperate condition, the
child’s head being out, but the thoulders ftick-
ing in the birth, and the child being fuffocated
by the ftraitnefs of the outward orifice of the
womb : I endeavoured to bring my right hand
along one fide of the head and neck towards the
armpits but in vain ; {fo that I was forced to
lay hold on the head with both my hands, on
each fide one, to endeavour to pull it out thus,
with main {trength, which fucceeded at laft,
though with the utmoft difficulty. Had I been
called fooner, I might have faved the child’s
life, and encompafied the delivery with lefs
trouble ; for the child having ftood thus an
hour in the birth before I came, the privy
parts of the woman were much fwelled, by
the continual and violent handling of the mid-
2 wife,
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wife, and the exceflive bulk of the child, which
I meafured out of curiofity, in the prefence oft
divers women, and found it no lefs than three
;Iuarters of a French ell (or an Englith yard)
ong,

lgtwifted the navel-ftring about my left hand,
to ferve for a guide to my right, to the bot-
tom of the womb, where finding the after-
burthen clofely joined to the {fubitance of the
womb, I fearched all about with my fingers
to find a place where it did not adhere fo
clofely to it ; but not meeting with any, I
brought them to the lower part of the afrer-
burthen, and peeled it off with my fingers
gently and gradually, like as the bakers do .
with dough or pafte ftuck to a table, the ex-
tremities of my fingers being conveyed in be-
twixt the inner orifice of the womb and the
after-burthen. I found the womb much thicker
in the place where the after-burthen had ftuck
to it, which after it was once loofened, I
brought out, by pulling only the navel-ftring
with my left hand, and it weighed betwixt
taree and four pounds. |

The mother was very well till the 6th day
after her delivery, when complaining of ex-
ceflive pain in her privy parts, [ felt, axd upon
fearch made, found certain hard fwelkngs, and
locking nearly upon them with a caidle, foond
them to ke fmall running ulcers” She at firft
applied a poultice made of the sulp of pippins,
. and the unguent of pgpulerit; but that not
M 3 anfwer-
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an(wering my expeation, I defired Mr, Ge-
kow, my brother furgeon, toapply fome leeches
to them. He alfo opened her a vein, and af-
ter the flooding ceafed, the did very well. The
child was loft through the want of ftrength or
knowledge of the midwife, which may ferve
as another convincing inftance, that in fuch like
deliveries, the man-midwife or midwife ought
not to want either refolution or conduct

OsservaTioN LI

The Delivery of a Woman reduced to the utmoft

Danger of her Life, by a moft violent Flux
of Blood.

UGUST the 24th, 1672, I was fent
6 for in Shoemaker’s ftreet, to the wife of
one of my brother furgeons, being in moft
imminent danger of her life, by reafon of a
moft viplent lux of blood, which had {o ex-
haufted her ftrength, that no lefs than four
of the mft noted phyficians of Paris, viz.
Dr. Kikeberf, Dr. De Merfenne, Dr. Akakia,
and Dr. Brice: required her to take all the
Sacraments; Waich being done, they defired

me
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me to endeavour her delivery, as the only
means ( next to God) to fave the woman’s
life.

Accordingly fearching with my fingers
(well greafed with oil) to the inner orifice
of the womb, I found it open to the bignefs
of two thirds of an inch diameter ; whlch
being told to the phyficians, they defired me
to proceed, and to endeavour the dilatation
of the opening, in order to deliver the wo-
man. I made hard fhift to convey my three
middlemolt fingers, one after another, into
the orifice, which being fomewhat more ex-
tended, I brought in alfo my thumb and lit-
tle finger, and fo with all my fingers made
a kind of fpeculum matricis, or f{crew, by
{preading them by degrees, till the orifice
being extended fufficiently to admit my hand,
I brought it to the bottom of the womb, and
at its entrance found the after-burthen placed
juft before and quite a-crofs the whole inner
orifice, which had actually been the occafion
of the flux of blood : for, by the opening
of the orifice, the faid after-burthen, then
being loofened from that part where it ad-
hered to before, and the vefiels containing
the blood torn and opened, produced this
flooding, which fometimes i1s fo exceflive, as
proves fatal to the woman, unlefs it be {peedily

revented,

Having feparated the after-burthen, 1 con-

. veyed my fingers to the innermoft part of the
M 4 womb
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womb backwards, where meeting with the
membranes not as yet broken, I opened or
pinched them through with my fingers, and the
water iffuing forth (notwithftanding my fin-
gers being in the way) this gave me oppor-
tunity to find the feet, one whereof I took
hold on, brought it out and baptized it. Then
wrapping the foot in a cloth, I drew out the
leg to the buttock, and examining in what
{tation the other leg was, I found it bent up-
on the belly; for in cafe it had been turned
backwards, I thould have been neceffitated to
puth back the buttocks to bring it out, with-
out which precaution it would be in danger
of being broken ; but now being fatished of
its pofition, I pulled ftoutly towards me, and
brought forth the whole body to the fhoul-
ders, and then putting my left hand to the
breaft, and the right to the neck, the child
followed, though in a very weak condition,
partly by reafon of the great lofs of blood of the
mother, partly of the narrownefs of the paf-
fage, which in thofe non-natural births are ne-
ver {o open as in the natural ones; befides,
that, in thefe tedious labours they are apt to
{well, which occafions great trouble to the
man-midwife and midwife, and exceffive pains
to the woman, much beyond what is found
in natural births, The after-burthen being
{eparated before, followed without much
trouble. The father (my brother furgeon)
did not imagine the child could be born alive’;

N but
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but I ordered the midwife (immediately after
its delivery) to lay it before the fire, and to
put the after- burthen, with the ftring remain-=
ing to the child’s navel, in a pan with wine,
and keep it warm over the fire; we allo
{pouted fome of the beft wine in his eyes,
nofe, ears, and other parts of the face; we
wrapt it up all over in cloaths dipped in warm
wine, which we changed fo foon as they be-
gan to cool; we alfo hdd bruifed onions to
the nofe and mnuth, by which"means the boy
revived, and did very well afterwards, as well
as the mother.

This obfervation onght to ferve us for a
rule, That whenever a woman is [eized with a
viclent flux of blood, and that there is the leaft
bopes of a delivery, the [ame ought not to be
delayed, but put in praftice with as much for-
wardnefs, as is generally praffifed in acute dif-
eafes. However, among all the different forts
of non-natural births, our prefent cafe is one
of the leaft difficult, becaufe the membranes
not being broken before, you meet with the
child in the water, and ‘cmnfequentlv eafily
to be turned after their opening ; befides thar,
the coming away of the WltE[‘ moiftens the
paffages, and confequently promotes the de-
livery.

In the year 1683, I delivered no lefs than
five women under the fame circumftances,
among whom not one mifcarried. One of
them, living at the fign of the Red Rofe upon

Our
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Our-Lady’s-Bridge, I delivered in the pre-
fence of Dr. Finot, a learned phyfician of the
faculty of Paris, and of Mr. Franchet, my
brother furgeon. This woman was quite
fenfelefs when I delivered her, occafioned by
the great lofs of blood fhe had fuftained.
She continued in continual fwoonings for two

days after, but recovered at laft, and has
been well ever fince.

Y
OeservaTionN LIL

The Delivery of a Child with the Hip fore-

moft.

UGUST 2gth, 1672, I was fent for to

the wife of a court follicitor, in the

ftreet Des Arfis, near St. James’s, She was in
a very hard labour, and the child turned with
the hip foremoft. But for fear of putting her
into a fright, the was told, That I was only
Jent for to let ber blood (to flop the exceffive
Jflooding) which being done accordingly, her
hufband defired to let me fearch her, which
fhe agreeing to, I found the matter as I told
you, according as I had been informed by the
midwife before. I declared to the woman,
That it was bigh time for ber to be delivered,
for
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r fear of lofing too much blod. And her
Ji?uiband atking me, Whether 1 defired the ad-
vice of a phyfician. 1 anfwered him, That I was
akways wvery glad of their affiffance; fo Dr.
Lombard, a noted phyfician of the faculty of
Paris, was fent for ; but he ftaying above an
hour, and the woman being in exceflive pain,
and the child in great danger of life, I was
defired to proceed without him.

Accordingly having well greafed my fin-
gers with butter, I conveyed them to the in-
ner orifice, where meeting with the thigh
and a hip of the child, I brought it gently
on one fide (for fear of breaking it) without
much trouble, the inner orifice being as wide
as the neck of the womb, and the child very
{mall, though ftrong and lively. I took hold
of one foot, which I drew out, and then bap-
tized it ; afterwards wrapping it up in a lin-
nen cloth, I pulled it towards me, and the
other leg, as well as the whole body, followed
without much trouble, which proved a lively
, daughter, notwith{tanding fhe had voided be-
- fore the meconium, or black excrements, con-
trary to what is afferted by Mr. Viardel, in
the 4th chapter of his obfervations, page 73,
viz. That upon fearch made of a certain wo-
man, be met with the faid excrement, and thence
judged that the child was dead, adding, that na
body before kim bad made this obfervation. Not
to diffemble my opinion, I think him ab-
folutely in the wrong, it being notorious a-

mong
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mong the men-midwives, That of an bundred
children that come with the fundament foremoft,
at leaft fourfcore are born alive, though they al-
ways void thefe black excrements.
- I now began to look for the after-burthen,
which I endeavoured to pull out with the right
hand by the navel-ftring (part whereof was
round my left, when inftead thercof.1 touched
with my fingers certain membranes, which
giving me a threwd fufpicion that there was
another child behind, I put my hand within
the womb, where I felt the child enclofed in
its membranes. But fearing, not without rea-
fon, that the firft-born child might be weak-
ened too much, unlefs immediate care were
taken ‘of binding the navel-ftring, I did it with
a four-doubled ftring, two inches breadth
from the belly, and another two inches thence,
cutting the navel-ftring betwixt the two
knots (as has been fhewn before) to keep
the blood within the veflels belonging to the
afier-burthen, without which, the mother
might have been much impaired in her
ftrength, and difabled to bring forth the
fecond child. This done, I conveyed my hand:
into the womb, where I found the child ftll
remaining in the water, which made me o-
pen the membranes (and this you may do
without the leaft hazard, either to the mo-
ther or child) and finding the child prefent-.
“ing its back, I turned it without much diffi=
culty ; fo that the head now being foremoft,.
I re-
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I rejoiced the mother with the hopes of a
fpeedy and fafe delivery, which happened
accordingly after two or three pains; when,
without any further affiftance, fhe was well
delivered of another daughter, which being
very lively as well as the firft, were both bap-
tized afterwards in the church. There was
not above half an hour’s difference betwixt
the birth of thefe two children; which being
of the fame fex, I was curious to fee whether
each of them had its peculiar after-burthen
or not; wherefore putting my hand gently
into the womb, in order to "their feparation,
i found that each had its own after-burthen,
not adhering in the leaft to one another. The
mother told me, She was a twin berfelf. She
had a very good lying-in, and looks very well,
though I have delivered her feveral times
fince.

OBnser-
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OsservaTion LIIIL

The Delivery of an After-burthen, left bebind
by the Midwife, to the great Danger of the
Woman in Child-bed.

gEPTEMBER sth, 1672, I was fent for
i_J to a gentlewoman living near the Milk-
Stone, in the parifh of St. James’s, and reduced
to great diftrefs, by reafon the midwife counld
not bring out the after-burthen. I conveyed
my hand to the bottom of the womb, and
finding the after-burthen adhering in all its
parts to the womb, I began with the extre-
mity of my fingers to feparate gently and
gradually the lowermoft parts of it; which
done, I pulled by the navel-ftring (as yet en-
tire and very found) and at laft thus feparated
it from, and brought it out of the womb,
though not without great trouble and pain,
both to myfelf and the woman, who however
did very well afterwards.

In fuch cafes as this, it is the fafeft way
to look for the after-burthen at the bottom of
the womb; this method being much prefer-
able to what is practifed by fome upon fuch like
occalions, viz. to pull it out violently by the

navel-
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navel-ftring ; becaufe if the after-burthen hap-
pens to be joined to the womb, you run a
manifeft hazard of inverting its bottom, of
which there is no danger, in cafe you fepa-
rate the fame before-hand with your fingers,
which you may do without the leaft fear or
danger,

I cannot forbear to take notice upon this oc-
cafion, that the method propofed by Mr, Viar-
del in his 17th chapter, page 132, is no lefs
dangerous. He tells us, That be delivered one
Mrs. Parifot of twins, the firft coming readily
with its after-burthen, but the [econd (which be
pulled out by the feet) without the after-burtben ;
the fame adbering clofely to the fubfiance of the
womb 3 be did greafe it feveral times with but-
ter, and thus at laft with the belp of a flernutato-
ry brought 1f out. He alfo tells you, Thar this
woman was afterwards affelled with a relaxe-
tion and bearing down of the womb, but does not
mention the caufe of it, which might in all pro-
bability be attributed to bis violent manner of
managing the matter. 1 look upon this method
as too dangerous, and confequently not to be
followed in the bringing out of the after-
burthen, unlefs the paflages fhould prove ex-
ceflive {trait ; and even then, there are notwith-
ftanding other remedies that may be applied
with much more fafety than the fternutatory.
The fame author gives us another obfervation
of his in his 26th chapter, page 189. He fays,

IHe
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He delivered a woman of a child, after having
firft been forced to pull out its brains, but was
not able to bring forth the after-burtben, not-
withflanding be tried all internal and external
remedies 5 fo that the whole womb being infeéted
with a gangrene, occafioned by the violent pulling
out of the child (according to his own confeffion)
the poor woman died in a miferable condition,
though the after-burthen came away fome time be-
Sore, be baving found means to protrait ber life
Jor two days, by proper cordials, fomentations,
and injeiions. |

In my opinion, he would have done much
better to have conveyed firft his fingers, and
afterwards his hand into the womb itfelf, where
after having peeled it off gently and gradual-
ly from the fubftance of the womb, he might
have brought it out without fo much vio-
lence, and confequently without bruifing the
interior parts, and caufing fuch exceflive pains
to the woman. ’Tis certain, that this me-
thod is much more fafe than what is propofed
by him; befides, that fuch perverfed rules
tend only to mifguide young beginners in their
profeflion, who follow the fame at the ex-
pence of the lives of fuch poor women as
have the misfortune to fall into their hands:
and for this reafon it wuas, I thought myfelf
obliged not to pafs it by in filence, fince it is
very obvious to me, that in all probability he
might have faved the life of this woman,

hgd
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had he left nature to its own courfe, and in-
ftead of thefe violences endeavoured to help
her with eafy, cooling, and emollient clyfters
and fomentations.

I muft further obferve upon this head, that
in his 27th Chapter, page 194, he prefcribes
an injection to be made into the womb of
brandy, a thing I can by no means approve of,
nothing being more ridiculous than fuch un-
accountable ways of proceeding, which com-
monly end in the deftruction of the patient,
as it happened with this, who, he fays himfelf,
died within two days after ; the very vapours
of the brandy enclofed within the womb, be-
ing {ufficient alone to produce very dangerous
{ymptoms, and at laft death itfelf.

N OBSER-
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OsseErvaTIiON LIV.

The Delivery of a Child with the drin and
Shoulder foremofl. .

Eptember 16th, 1672, I was called toa gen-
tlewoman in St. Mederic’s ftreet. The
child appearing in a very unnatural pofture,
and the midwife having ftayed too long be-
fore the {ent for me, the woman was reduced
to a very low condition, the water being gone
before, and the womb and child funk very
low, with the arm and fhoulder foremoit.
I laid her crofs the bed, to come at her with
the more eafe, and then endeavoured with all
the ftrength I had to bring back the arm and
fhoulder, but to no purpofe, this being one of
the moft troublefome cafes that can happen
to a man-midwife, efpecially if he be not called
in time. However, fince a woman muft not
be left in diftrefs, I got my hand into the
womb, as well as I could, along the arm that
prefented itfelf in the birth, and perceiving
the feet to lie very deep to the bottom of the
womb, I was obliged to fearch for them as far
as ever Tcould reach ; at laft I got hold of one
foot, which whilft I was pulling towards me,
' the
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the arm that was before in the pafiage drew
back within the womb of courfe, and the other
foot following the firft to the orifice of the
womb, I joined them both clofe together, and
delivered the child, which proved a daughter,
and alive, contrary to the {entiments of the
midwife, who was very pofitive (before I be-
gan the delivery) that the child was dead, and
told me, That for that reafon fbe had baptized
it in time, The after-burthen followed, and
the woman did very well, both in and after
her lying-in.

The {ame author, whom we have had occa-
‘fion to mention in the precedmﬂ Obfervations,
fays, page 233, That in cafe a child, fuppofid to
be dead, comes with the fhoulder jforemoft, you
may make a bole with your fore-finger in its zi'w!-
by, and thus with your finger bent, turn the child
with its feet to the orifice of the womb ; but
this gentleman forgot to tell us, How be
could bring bis bhand into the womb, before be
could make fuch a bole awith bis finger in bis
belly, We muft fuppofe his ﬁnwm to be as
hard and fharp-pointed as the hooks are that
are generally ufed upon fuch occafions, or ¢lle
the child’s belly to be as rotten as a pear, with-
out which 1t is impoffible to do it, as I have
told already before. I remember, I made this
experiment once upon the belly of a child of
five months. old, but with all the ftrength I
had, could not make a hole in the belly with
my finger ; and what likelihood is there of his

N 2 hu'»—'ii;g
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having done it with a compleat child in the
womb ; which makes me imagine, that the
{aid author had impofed many of his opinions,
inftead of experiments, upon the world.

SEVCSVOVTTTOCITIDOITTOITTITTEY

OsservaTioN LV.

The Delivery of a Child which came doubled,
with the Navel-firing and After-burthen

Joremof?.,

Eptember 21ft, 1672, 1 was fent for toa
woman in the Cutler’s ftreet, at the fign of

the Crofs of Lorrain. The child prefenting itfelf
doubled, with the navel-ftring and after-bur-
then foremoft, the midwife did not know what
to do in the matter. I made hard fhift to bring
my hand along one fide of the child’s body,
the thigh and leg to the foot, which I pulled
out and baptized. This done, I wrapped about
it a piece of cloth, and took care that the lips
of the privy parts were freed from the hair,
a thing I have not taken notice of before, and
yet of fuch a nature as ought not to be neg-
lected by a man-midwife or midwife, becaufe
if it happens to be long, it may ftick to the
cloth, and fo by pulling forward, you create
exceffive pain to the woman, Whilft I was
pulling
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pulling out the one leg, I took particular care
to fee whether the other was laid crofsways or
not, for fear of breaking either the thigh or
leg. I drew out the child to the fhoulders,
and fo further to the head ; but this would
not follow, the paflage being very ftrait in a
woman pretty well advanced in years, and
who had never borne a child before. It coft
me a great deal of trouble before I could clear
it, which I did at laft, but not till the child
was dead. I alfo delivered the after-burthen
after my ufual method, v/z, by holding the
navel-ftring with my left hand, and pulling the
after-burthen out with the right.

N 3 OBsER-
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OsservaTion LVIL

The Delivery of a Woman, the Child prefenting
the Eloow and Shoulder foremoft.

Eptember 27th, 1672, I was fent for to a
. » woman, the wife of a wine-cooper in the
Shoemaker ftreet. She had been already twelve
hours in hard labour, attended with frequent
pains, without any confiderable advancement
of the birth, tho’ the membranes were broken,
and the water come away. I afked the mid-
wile, What part of the child came foremoft 2
who told me, the arm, and that the bead came
next, 1 replied, If the cafe flood thus, we might
bope for a tolerable good delivery, but that we
mut bave patience. However, the woman in~
labour, being very urgent to be fearched by
me, I anointed my hands with butter, and had
no fooner brought them into her privy parts,
but found them much {welled, either by the
violent touching of the midwife, or the over-
flraining of the woman herfelf.

Advancing further with my fingers into the
ne¢k of the womb, I met with the child’s
cibow bended, and of a bigger fize than or-
dinary. This difcovery made me go deeper

Into
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into the womb, to find out whether the mid-
wife was in the right or not ; in which I
foon difcovered her miftake, it being the {thoul-
der, and not the head, that followed the arm,
which I told her ; defiring at the {fame time,
to leave the whole management of the matter
to myfelf.

Then laying the woman crofs the bed, I
conveyed my fingers a fecond time into the
paflage, and finding that the child’s arm and
fhoulder had quite ftopped up the inner orifice
of the womb, I did all I could to bring them
back ; but this not fucceeding, I was forced
(as has been obferved before) to bring my
hand within the womb, a thing not to be done
in fuch a cafe as this, without a great deal of
trouble and pain to the woman, which might
in all probability have been prevented, had
they called for feafonable affiftance in time,
before the interior parts are fo far forced into
the paflage, and before the coming away of the
water ; which, if rightly obferved, would fave
abundance of trouble to the man-midwife, and
of pain to the poor woman. Wherefore I give
this advice to all underftanding midwives,
That, Whenever they find the child not well
turned, or any thing elfe different from the natu-
ral courfe, they ought fo Ilofe no time ; it being
certain, that the interior parts are beft difpofed
at the beginning of the labour.

Accordingly I went to work, and conveying

my fingers as gently as could be into the womb,
N 3 I took
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I took hold of one of the feet, and whilft I was
pulling the fume out towards me, the arm
drew backwards, and the body of the child
taking quite another turn, the delivery was per-
formed with much lefs difficulty. 1 pulled out
the leg to the buttocks, and the cloth I had
made ufe of before being very bloody and wet,
I took another dry one, wherewith I brought
out the child, with much ado, to the neck; I
was afraid the head might be disjoined from
the trunk of the body, the child being dead
fome time before; but at laft, (through God’s
blefling) the delivery was fafely accomplifhed.
I allo brought forth the after-burthen after my
ufual way : I found the navel-ftring fomewhat
inclined to a putrefaction, but the reft of the
body appeared pretty found, except that the
fkin was in fome places feparated from the
mufculous parts, and was covered with a {li-
my greenifh {ubftance, fuch as we fee upon the
{furface of ftanding waters in marfhy grounds.
The after-burthen had alfo contralted an ill
{cent, notwithftanding which, and the hard
Jabour of the woman, fthe did very well during
her lying in.

OBSER=-
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Ossservarion LVIL
The Delivery of a putrify’d Child.

Ovember 24th, 1672, 1 was called to a
woman, the wife of a tapeftry-maker,
where meeting with the doctors Govet, Den-
gau and Matot, all three noted phyficians of
the faculty of Paris, and with Mr. Chatiou the
furgeon, they told me, That feveral expert
men-midwives baving been there before fo view
ber they bad all refufed to meddle in the matter,
except one, who bad propofed to fetch out the c‘!fw'a'
with proper infiruments. They alfo told me,
That fhe bad made ufe of clyfters, of phlebotomy
both in the arm and foot, and of f[everal fomen-
tations, but without any vifible advantage. A
certain pretended door had alfo given her a
laxative draught, without the knowledge of
the other phyficians (as it is the prattice of
thefe quacks) but without any {uccefs.

After fome. confultation, it being refolved
that I thould try my fortune to deliver the wo-
man, Ibrought my right hand into her privy
parts, in order to advance with my fingers
into the ‘neck of the womb, but found the
child’s head very foft, and giving way to the

touch
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touch of my fingers. At the fame time laying
my left hand upon the woman’s belly, T felt
there two different {wellings, the biggeft where-
of I judged to proceed from the bulk of the
child, and the fecond from the extenfion of the
bladder, the woman having evacuated no
urine for a confiderable time before; which
laft alfo proved the caufe of moft of the
{ymptoms.

I reprefented the whole ftate of the cafe to
the before-mentioned phyficians, who all agreed
with me in opinion, That fince there was no way
left to turn the child, it muft be brought forth by
the means of a book. But as I was not provided
with fuch like inftruments at that time, Idefi-
red leave to go home and fetch them : but her
hufband pofitively refufed to let me go; fay-
ing, That if 1did, Twould not come back, no more
than feveral others had done before 5 fo 1 was for-
ced to make ule of my fingers as well as I
could, but to no purpofe. I left nothing unat-
tempted to put back the child’s head towards
the bottom of the womb, in hopes to open
(by this means) a free paflage for the urine,
(the head of the child prefling hard upon the
urethra) and for my hands into the womb, to
catch hold of its feet, but without fuccefs. 1
then endeavour’d to make a hole with the ex-
tremity of my fingers into the child’s crown
of ‘the head, but found it impra&icable, which
convinced me of the falfehood of what the be-
fore-mentioned Mr, Viardel has aflerted in the

34th
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34th chapter, page 297, of his treatife, vz,
_ That having brought kis band within the womb
of a certain woman in labour, be preffed the
womar's belly wery clofe dewnwards, and with
two of bis fingers made a hbole into the child’s
bead, and tock out its brains, keeping both bis
fingers bent in the nature of a book, towards the
.. 0s {phznoides.
But to return to our own operation. Finding
" I could not fucceed with my fingers, and being
deftitute of an iron hook, I was forced to make
ufe inftead thercof, of an iron ladle, with a
hook at the handle, wherewith entering be-
twixt the fcam, or opening of the fcull, I en-
deavour’d to break thro’ the firft membrane
that enclofes the brain with the extremity of
my fingers ; but finding it thus impenetrable,
I opened it with a fpatula, and then bringing
in my fore finger, fetch'd out the brains by de-
grees, in order to prefs the head clofer toge-
ther, and confequently to remove the ftop-
page of the urinal paflage, or urethra. This
fucceeded o well, that the woman evacuateda
great deal of urine ; and this evacuation hav-
ing opened a free paflage for my hand and
hook to enter the womb, I brought the laft
into the child’s mouth, and drew out the
child’s head beyond the outermoft orifice of
the womb ; but the body fticking by the thoul-
ders, I was forced to faften a ftring about the
child’s neck, to draw it towards me with the
more ftrength. I at the fime time defired Mr.
Rofiess,
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Rofiers, another furgeon there prefent, to
take hold of the ftring, whilft T greafed the
head of the child with my fingers to further
the delivery : but this fucceeded not; for the
whole carcafs of the child being much putri-
fy’d, the head was feparated from the neck,
the fhoulders fticking in and filling up the
whole paffage, {o that I fcarce knew what to
do. At laft 1 found means to bring my fingers
under one of the child’s arm-pits, which fuc-
ceeded {o well, that I could pull out one of the
arms fir(t, and afterwards the fecond; which
done, the reft of the trunk of the body fol-
lowed without much difficulty.

After this I faftened the navel-ftring about
my left hand, whilft I conveyed my right into
the womb, where I found the after-burthen
joined fo clofe to the fubftance of the womb,
as if it had been pafted to it ; yet I happily de-
livered it. ' '

The woman in the mean while being grown
very weak, and her pulfe, which beat very
quick and unequal, difcovering the ill difpofi-
tion of her body, the doctors prefcribed her a
cordial ;. the water of carduus, fyrrup of le-
mons, and the juice of fome four oranges to
further the flooding. The next day fhe had
alfo a cooling and emollient clyfter applied,
mix'd with two ounces of honey. 1 gave her
a vifit the fame evening, and finding her privy
parts inclining fomewhat to a putrefaction, I
ordered them to be fomented with falt, or fea-

water,
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water. Her fever increafing, fhe was let
‘blood the fifth day in the foot, and two days
after in the arm, which perfected her cure,
except that the was troubled withan involun-
tary emiflion of urine, by reafon of the relaxa-
tion of the {phyné&er of the bladder, occafioned
by the ignorance of a certain furgeon, who
would have brought away the urine by the
means of a catheter. However, by the care I
took of this troublefome accident, fhe alfo re-
covered of that about three months afterwards,
and has fince that time borne feveral children,
without any further inconveniency.
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OservatTion LVIIIL

The Delivery of a Child with the feet fore-
moft, with the beels turn'd towards the fun-
dament.,

Ecember the 3d, 1673, I was fent for to

a cook’s wife, living in the valley of Mi-

{fens, and found the child with the feet fore-
moft, but the heels turn’d towards the funda-
ment of the mother, and the toes to the os
Jacrum. Jdid all I could to turn it; but not
being able to effect it, I was forced to bring it
out in the fame pofture 1found it; viz. With
the
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the face turned towards the os facrum ; but the
chin fticking againft it, I brought my fingers
into the child’s mouth, and thus delivered the
child ; but upon view of the head, found the
os parictale bent in feveral places. I met once
with fuch another, the 16th of O&ober, in the
fame year, in a woman in St. Jeffrey’s-ftreet,
whofe child had a hollownefs in the left o5 pa-
rietale, of the length of two inches breadth,
and the depth of the fixth part of an inch,
which appear’d natural, tho’ it ow’d its caufe
to an accident. This child having a black
{pot upon the lip, as if it had been bruifed, 1
afk’d the mother, Whether fhe had received any
burt or blow upon the belly; who anfwer'd me,
That [be did fall upon an iron-bar. This child
did live only half an hour, no more than the
firft. I engag’d Dr. Pecquet to enquire with
me into the true caufle of this difafter, but
could inveftigate no more, than that the mother
told us, That fhe bad burt berfelf in the fixth |
manth of ber bignefs, by running againft a crofs
bar, belonging to the fhutters of windows. The
mothers of both thefe children did very well
after their delivery.

OBsER-
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OsservaTioN LIX.

The Delivery of a Child with the Back fore-
moft.

Ecember the 12th, 1673, I was calledto

the wife of a thoemaker, in the ftreet of
Orleance. I convey’d my hand thro’ the pafiage
into the womb, and finding the child with the
back foremoft, I guided it along the buttocks,
thighs and legs to the feet, which I drew out,
and wrapping them up in a cloth, brought out
the child, the exterior tkin of which was fe-
parated from the reft, juit like a ferpent that
cafts her fkin. The woman being very drop-
fical, had a tumour on the outfide of her belly,
which tho’ without the leaft coherency, or
relation to her f{welling, occafioned by her
bignefs, yet vanifhed immediately after her
delivery ; and notwithftanding this water, as
well as the after-burthen, had already con-
tracted a very naufeous fcent. The woman
had a very good lying-in, and has been very
well ever fince; for her flooding appearing
kindly, the water was convey’d oft along with

the blood in eight days, and fo recovered to a
miracle,

OBSER-
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OsservaTion LX.

Tbe Delivery of Twins, cue of them in its
Natural, the other in an unnatural pofi-
tion.

Anuary sth, 1674, I was fent for to a thoe-

~maker’s wife in the White-mantle-ftreet.
I deliver’d her of twins; one a boy, the other
a girl; ‘the firft in a natural, the fecond in an
unnatural pofition. 1 found but one womb-
cake, or after-burthgn, but two navel-ftrings
and four membranes faftened to it, vz, Twe
Sfkins with its peculiar water to each child. 'This
obfervation contradits the before-mentioned
Mr. Viardel’s affertion, when he fays in his 6th
chapter, page 35. That, whenever a woman 1s
deliver’d of twins of the fame [ex, there is but
one after-burthen belonging to both 5 but if they
prove of a different [ex, there are no lefs than two
after-burthens 3 and this be alledges as a peculiar
piece of providence in nature. 1 thall have oc-
cafion to fay more hereafter of this error of
Mr. Viardel ; it being certain, that each child
is always enclofed in its peculiar membranes
and water, without which it cannot fubfift in

the womb ; but as for the womb-cake, or af-
2 ter-
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ter-burthen, it happens frequently that there
belongs no more than one to two children.
The child {fwims in its water like the yolk of
an egg in the white ; an egg alfo has its proper
membranes ; the firt, which becomes hard,
1s like the chorion of the feetus ; and the inte-
rior one, like that called the amunios,
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OzservaTioN LXI,

The delivery of a Child, the Arm whereof afa
peared to the Shoulder without the Womb.

AY 8th, 1674, T was called by a gen=
tlewoman to go along with her to the

village of Noify Le See, to deliver a woman,
who had been nurfe toa nephew of D:. Le Bel,
chief phyfician to her Highnefs the Dutchefs
of Orleance. The child coming with his hand
foremoft, the arm to the fhoulder appeared be-
low the womb, the reft of the body being fixt
upon the inner orifice, and the arm filling up
the whole paffage, which was very ftrait, as
well as the womb itfelf ; befides that, the wa-
ter was come away twenty-four hours before I
was called thither. Being informed by the mid-
wife how iar the had proceeded in furthering
the delivery, I fearched the woman, and endea-
O voured
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vour’d with my ﬁngers and hand (as well as T
could) to bring back firft the fhoulder, and
then the arm : for it 1s to be obferved, that in
fuch cafes as thefe, the part next to the womb
is to be reduced backward firft, and fo the
other {ucceflively, as I-did at this time.

For I guided my fingers along the child’s
arm, to dilate the paflages to the womb; I at
laft conveyed it to the child’s head, which I
found bent upon the breaft towards the belly.
Upon further confideration what was beft to be
done, I removed the head a little (it being in
my way) to come at the feet, one whereof I
found bent backwards to the buttocks; I did
all Icould to pull the foot towards me, which
fucceeded fo well, that as the foot came for-
ward, the arm drew backward ; fo that the
fecond foot foon following the firft, I pulled
out the child (which was dead) by both the
legs, and the after-burthen following without
much trouble, the woman did very well, both
in and after her lying in.

'OBSER-



OsservaTioN LXII

The Delivery of a Child with the Backfide
foremoft.

ULY 16th, 1674, I was fent for to the hofue

of Mrs. la Marche, a noted midwife, living

1n the ifle of our Lady, near St. Lewis, to affilt
in the delivery of a certain gentlewoman. Hav-
ing received all the information I thought re-
quifite from Mrs. la Marche, I found (upml
fearch) a certain black flimy excrement (the
meconium) upon my fingers, which making me
judge that the child was coming with the back-
fide foremoft, Itold the woman in labour, that
the muft ftrain and bear downwards with all her
ftrength, which together with the force of the
child (which was very livcly) broke the navel-
ftring about four inches from the child’s belly,
- {o I was forced to take hold of it with my left
hand, to prevent the effufion of blood and lofs
of {pirits in the child, whilft with the right
I brought forth the child, and immediately tied
up the navel-firing : Then 1 endeavour'd to
draw out Kkewife the afier-burthen by the na-
vel-ftring ; bat finding it faftened fomewhere
within, I convey’d my hand along it into the
O 2 womb,
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womb, where I met with other membranes
filled with water, and confequently judged that
there was another child behind.

I had no {ooner opened the membranes, but
an arm cf the fecond child coming out along
with the water, I reduced the fame backwards
into the womb, and guiding my hand along
the fhoulder, ribs, and fo further along the fame
fide of the body, the thigh and leg, to the
foot, which I had no fooner brought out, but
the other follow’d, and as I was pulling out
the firlt, the arm drew back by degrees.

M. Viardel tells us, in his 3d. chap. pag. 13.
That in cafe the child is come to its full perfection,
1t breaks the membranes with its feet, and after-
wards turning its bead downwards to the inner:
erifice of the womb, endeavours to open ils own
paflage, in order to deliver itfelf from its con-
[finement, unto which the coming away of the wa-
ter contributes confiderably, by rendering the paf-
fages foft and Jlippery. But I am of opinien,
That zf 1t were the child that with its feet breaks
the membranes, they would not bear down fo deep
into the paffage, neither would appear bulky and

Jfilled awith water, like a bog’s bladder.

However, thus far may be affirm’d, Thar if
the child’'s bead dees not appear in the birth fion
after the breaking of the membranes, and the com-
ing away of the water, it is a fign of a lng and
difficult labour. ‘Thus as long as the water of
a woman flows only flowly and thro’ a fmall
opening, the delivery is not as yet at hand, be-

caule
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caufe the pains are as yet only- ftrong enough
to force out the water, but net the child,
which does not force its way outward, till after
the coming away of the water, whence the
men-midwives and midwives have their proverb,
That as the water decreafes, the labour and hopes
of @ fudden delivery encreafe.

This further judgment may alfo be given of
the membranes; viz. That when they appear
round and much fwelled with water in the orifice
of the womb, it is lwked upon as a fign of a natu-
ral and forward labour ; tho' this rule 1s not uni-
verfal, becaufe in cafe the child comes with the
buttocks or a fhoulder foremoft, the rotundity and
Jwelling of the membranes appears in the [ame
manner, as in the natural births: if on the con-
trary, the membranes appear of an obiong figure
ar firfl, they take it for a fign of an unnatural
travel. Some midwifes fay, That the mem-
branes appear at firf?, according to the fhape of

that part that comes foremofl.
When you find the membranes {ufficiently

extended by the water, but not able to break,
by reafon of their thicknefs, you muft open them
either with a fharp or acaminated grain of falt,
or the point of a needle ; and the membranes
being thus opened either naturally or artificially,
and the water following as it ought to do, the
child follows commonly, after two or three
fucceeding pains. But to return to our prefent
operation : this fecond child proved a daugh-

ter, but not fo big as the firft, I ty’d up the
O's navel-
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navel-ftring in two places, and cut it betwixt
the two knots; and now proceeding in my
work to fetch out the after-burthens, I was
furprized to meet with more membranes, well
extended with water ; I open’d them, and a
third child appear’d (as the water was flowing
oft) with the arm foremoft; I turn’d it after
the fame manner as I had done with the former,
and fafely delivered it: it proved of a larger
{ize than the two others, but the navel-firing
much fhorter.

I now thought it high time to look after the
after-burthens, and beginning with that of the
firft child (being thicker than the reft) I guid-
ed my hand along it to the undermoft part of
the after-burthens (holding the navel-firing
all this while with my left) which1 there fepa-
rated, being ftrongly joined together by a thick
membrane or {kin, part of the chorion, and all
three enclofed in the fame, as the three learned
phyficians, Dr. Lalier, Biendifant and Bricet
can teftify, unto whom I alfo plainly thew'd,
that each of thefe womb-cakes, or after-bur-
thens had its peculiar two membranes, which
had before enclofed each its child in 1ts water,
tho’ the after-burthens were, as I told you,
joined together.

But finding that there was wanting fome
part of one of the membranes, called amnios,
I put my hand once more into the womb, and
difcovered a certain round and hard {ubftance,
which had fome motion, and adhered by a {kin,

2 not
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not unlike that of a goofe’s foot, to the womb,
as if it had been a womb-cake; I feparated
and brought itout, and upon full view it proved
a mola, or {uperfetation, of the bignefs of one
of the balls that they play with vfually in the
Pall-malls. The three firft mentioned children
were all baptiz’d in St. Lewis’s church ; I vifit=
ed the mother for fourteen days aftcrwards,
and the three children did very well all that
while, as well as the woman : I have had di-
vers other fuch deliveries in my practice, but
forbear to mention them, to avoid necdlefs re-
petitions.

OsservaTion LXIII.

Tbe Delivery of a Child torn in picces in the
womb,

Ecember 22d, 1674, I was called to a
woman in labour in the New-{lreet of

St. Denis. The midwife defpairing of being able
to deliver the woman, had fent for a noted man-
midwife of Paris, who had done all he could to
accomplith the delivery, but without fuccefs ;
for finding all his art and flrength to fail him,
he had Ieft her in the lurch. Hearing how mat-
ters {tood, I convey’d my fingers thro’ the neck

O 1 of
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of the womb, within the inner orifice, where
I found an ﬂpeniiw or hole of the bignefs of
my fit, and the guts, as well of the woman as
of the child, fallen thro’ it into the womb ; this

made me ibun to draw back my hand, and to
afk the midwife, #bether She bad bad a band
in this difafler ; e anfwerd me, No ; and that
She fhould be very Jorry if fbe bad.

The poor woman in labour thereupon told
me, That the before-mentioned man-midwife bad
Jo managed ber for two bours, that [he was fenfible
She could not efcape with ffﬁ, but that all ber de-
Sire was to deliver ber, in order to fee the child
baptiz'd. 1 told her, That I could not undertake
Jo difficult a tafk, before Ibad fpoken with the
main-midi LJL’ that bad been there before me, to
defire bim cither to accomplifb the delivery, or at
leaft to be an eye-witnefs of what I did. The
man-midwife being {ent for, excufed himfelf
from l:ummq, whilit ll_‘JﬁlfU"dEd the woman to
provide for her foul, by receiving the facra-
ments. In the mean time Dr. Doutee, a fa-
mous phyfician of the faculty of Paris, being
fent for, I fairly {tated the cafe to him, fhew-
ing him one of the arms of the child, with
the ftring remaining about it, wherewith the
man-midwife had torn it from the body, as
alfo another ftring he had left on one of the
child’s legs, w!uch may ferve as mnvmcmg in-
ftances, tlnt the ufe of ftrings in hard labours
is ‘not proper at all times, but only under cer=
tain circumftances.

3 ThEI’E
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There was not the leaft reafon to queftion
the ehild’s death, and that of the mother was
at hand ; yet fhe urged me without intermifiion
to deliver the child, in order to have it bap-
tiz’d, tho’ it thould haften her death ; and Dr.
Doute moved with compafiion, perfuaded me
to gratify her requeft. I muft confefs, I would
never advife a2 man-midwife to meddle with a
bufinefs of this nature left by another, unlefs
he thinks himfelf fecure of fuccefs, it being
certain, that the laft bears all the blame, tho’ he
be never fo innocent. I was too fenfible of this
maxim, as well as of the prefent danger of the
patient at this time, yet at her earneft intreaties,
and the perfuafions of Dr. Doute, I refolved to
do my utmoft, but did not forget to reprefent
to him the hazard I put myfelf into, by un-
dertaking fuch a tafk, which being quite def-
perate muft needs tend to my diﬁ'ﬁputﬂtmn.
To be fhort, I brought out the child, but
torn in {fuch a2 manner as I related before,
with the guts hanging out into the very neck
of the womb (before its delivery) whereof I
defired the dotor to take notice before I laid
hand to the work. The doétor ordered her
nothing but a nourithing diet, and to fend
for a prieft to take care of her foul ; which
done, we departed.

Upon this occafion I can’t but recommend
this as an infallible rule to all men-midwives
and mldwwes, not to be too haﬁy in their
proceedings, but to wait with patience, till

matters
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matters are brought to maturity, and in the
mean while affift nature, by dilating and pre-
paring the paffages with {moothing remedies,
as freh butter and fuch like. They ought
conftantly to have before their eyes, that God
is an eye-witnefs of their rathnefs, and there-
fore thould never prefcribe, or give any re-
medies to women with child, without the ad-
vice of a good phyfician, in cafe oneis to be
had, without which they can never expect the
blefling of God Almighty, who will not deny
them his affiftance, if they proceed with due
care and diligence.

OszservaTion LXIV,
The Delivery of a Child with one Side Joremof?.

UGUST 2oth, 1675, I was fent forto a
lock-{mith’s wife in the ftreet of Cha-
renton, in the fuburb of St. Anthony’s. The
child prefented its left fide foremoft, and its
bulk being extraordinary, I fufpected it to be
dropfical, as indeed it proved afterwards, the
woman herfelf being of a very ill habit of

body.
I convey’d my fingers (as I ufed to do) into
the womb, and taking hold of the fect brought
them
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them out to the buttocks, when I obferved the.
child to pifs, but for fear of a miftake, defired
the midwife, who was an old experienced dame,
to give her fentiments of the matter ; and fhe
agreeing with me in opinion, I told her,
That the fame was occafion’d by the fraitnefs of
the paffage prefing upon the bladder of the
child, which proved to be a girl. The urine
continued to come for a confiderable time as
clear as rock water; but fearing the child
might be flifled in the birth, (in cafe it thould
be alive) Idid all I could to pull out the firft
leg (wrapt in a cloth) till the other follow=
ing 1 brought forth the whole child, but with-
out any figns of life. It was about feven
months old; its joints being very tender, I
had fomewhat ftrained the knee; for the
child’s belly being much fwell’'d, I had much
ado to bring it thro’ the paflage, without any
further violence, for fear of tearing the leg
from the body. The midwife faid, She bad
never feen [o nice a delivery before. 1 did alfo
fetch out the after-burthen, which was much
putrified, notwithftanding which the woman
idid very well, both in and after her lying-in,

! OESER*
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OeservarTion LXV.

The Delivery of two After-burthens joined to-

gether.

'Eptember 14th, 1675, I was fent for to a

\ J poor woman, to deliver her of twins, be-
Ing a girl and a boy. . The firft prefenting her
hand, I convey’'d my fingers along the arm
to the thoulder, and thence along one fide of
the body, till T could reach the feet, one
whereof I brought out and baptiz’d ; and hav-
ing wrapt the foot in a cloth, I delivered the
child in the fame manner as has been often
mentioned, Then bringing my hand into the
womb in fearch for the after-burthen, I met
with other membranes full of water ; 1 opened
them, and the child coming like the former,
I manag’d and deliver’d it in the fame man-
ner. They were both of one bignefs, I pull'd
the navel-flring of the girl (being the firft
born) to try whether the after-burthen would
follow ; but finding it faftened to the womb, I
brought in my fingers and hand, and fepara-
ted the fame on its lowermoft part, and then
it came forth with little trouble, as did alfo
the fecond. Taking a view of the after-bur-
thens,
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thens, I found them joined together by a ftrong
membrane or fkin, of the breadth of four
inches, tho’ for the reft, each of them was en-
tire by itfelf, and had its peculiar membranes
belonging to them ; for I {eparated them with
great care, to convince myfelf in oppofition of
what has been aflerted upon this head, by the
{fo often mentioned author.

PEE ARG ELE SRS e

OsservaTionNn LXVLIL

The Delivery of a Child with the Face foremoft.
ARCH #th, 1676, I was called to a

woman in the Baillets-ftreet. Finding

the woman extended almoft quite naked before
the fire, I afk’d the midwife the meaning there-
of, and feeing the child’s face prefented itfelf in
the midft of the exterior lips of the privy
parts, with the forchead towards the mother’s
fundament, I gave the midwife a reprimand,
telling her, That fhe cught to bave proceeded with
more circumfpeition and patience ; unto which
the anfwered, That this being the firff time that
fhe ever faw a child appear thus, fhe bad takep if
Jor a monfler, and was almoff frightened out of

ber Jenfes.,
| Having
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Having well anointed my fingers with but=
ter, I brought them in betwixt the lips of the
privities, and the forehead and cheeks of the
child, in hopes of extending the parts by de-
grees ; but finding this unfuccefsful, I convey’d
them betwixt the forehead and the lower part
of the wvagina or pafiage, lying juft above the
gut or fundament, the prefling with my fin-
gers being follow’d by a violent pain, the child’s
head came out, and I laying both my hands,
one on ecach fide of the ears, pulled out the
whole body. The face was very black, but
was foon cured by bathing it with a little warm
wine. I have delivered feveral women, whofe
children came with the face foremoft, and al-
ways without any great difficulty, it being only
to be obferved, That in fuch cafes, no violence
muft be ufed, but nature be left to its own
courfe 5 which done, there is no danger either of
the mother or child.

OEBSER-
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OsservaTioN LXVII

The Delivery of a Woman bhaving a Tumour in
the inferior Region of her Belly.

/ CTOBER 26th, 1678, I was call’dtoa

woman in the ftreet called Maubec, hav-
ing a tumour in her lower belly, about the re-
gion of the womb, of the bignefs of a large
ball, which prefling fo hard upon the fphinéter
of the bladder, as totally fupprefied the urine,
Dr. Biendifant, phyfician of the faculty of Pa-
ris was fent for, who ordered her divers re-
medies, and ordered me to draw away the
urine, by the help of a catheter, which I did
effeGually. I had often occafion to make ufe
of the fame inftrument afterwards, but with
much more difficulty, fhe beginning to grow
weary of this operation, and the tumour
prefling fo clofe upon the bladder, that there
was no paffage for the inftrument. One day,
after fhe had refufed to admit of the catheter,
the extenfion of the bladder, by the de-
tention of the urine, caufed fo violent a pain,
that the was glad to crave my affiftance; but
finding it impoffible to bring in the catheter, I
‘had recourfe to a fomentation made of the de-

coction
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coction of mallows, 4lthea, of violet leaves,
the pellitory of the wall, and linfeed ; this
being applied to the belly relaxed the parts,
and making way for the catheter, fhe evacua-
ted a good quantity of urine, which allay’d
her pain ; but this being of no long eontinu-
ance, fhe began to be foon weary again of
this operation, but applied herfelf to a mid-
wife, who purg’d her for three weeks, but
without any remarkable relief. She then had
recourfe to another midwife, who ply’d her
with medicines day and night, but with no
better {uccefs than the former. Next fhe ufed
the advice of another door, who gave her a
drink of his own preparation, which evacu-
ated abundance of matter as black as pitch,
notwithftanding which, the {welling remained
in the fame ftate and condition as before,
being eafily to be grafp’d with one’s hand, tho’
the woman was near four months with child ;
but afterwards it was fcarce difcernable on the
out-fide, the woman complaining only of feel-
ing a heavy weight within her, and a moft vio-
lent pain in her hips.

In the feventh month of her bignefs the was
feized frequently with a flux of blood, fo as
to evacuate about two pounds of blood at a
time. But on the 25th of O&ober, 1678, (in
the eighth month of her being with child) the
flux returning with greater violence than be-
fore, the fent for 2 midwife, who (upon fearch

made) was of opinion, that fhe could not be
delivered
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delivered as yet ; however, a do&tor there pre-
fent order’d her a flender phlebotomy againft
the next day. The following night the
midwife was called again, but perfifted in her
former opinion, that there was no alteration
fince fhe had left her. However, the poor wo-
man growing weaker every hour, Dr. Biendi-
fant was fent for out of his bed, who agreed to
a phlebotomy ; but the woman was reduced
to fo low a condition, by the continued lofs
of blood, that within a few hours after the ex-
pir'd. She was open’d immediately, to fave
(if poffible) the child, which was a boy, but
without the leaft appearance of life ; befides
which, there was a mwla or falfe conception
(or rather a f{uperfetation) of a mufculous
fubftance in the womb ; which, upon an ex-
att view, we found joined to the foremoft
part of the womb, by feveral ftrong liga-
ments, and cover’d with a peculiar membrane;
it weigh’d about a pound ; part of the after-bur-
then of the child adhered to this ms/z, which
was alfo {o clofely join’d to the womb, that
we were forced to pull it off with fome vio-
lence. We difleted the #0/e, which appear’d
on the infide like a piece of veal, but without
any blood.

" P OBSER~
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OsseErRvaTion LXVIII

The Delivery of a Child, the one Arm where-
of flood quite out of the birth.

UNE 17th, 1678, at ten o’clock in the
~J morning, I was called to a woman in la-
bour, in a joyner’s houfe, in the ftreet de
Berry au Marais. The child’s arm appear'd
quite without to the fhoulder: the midwife had
indeed endeavour’d to bring it back, but to
no purpofe, the arm being much {well’d, by
its long continuance in the paflage, and perhaps
alfo by the violent management of the midwife;
befides that, the faid arm was fqueez’d in very
hard in the inner orifice of the womb. I did
all that pofiibly 1 could to reduce it back into
the womb; but finding it impracticable, I con-
vey’d my hand along it, endeavouring to di-
late with my fingers the inner orifice of the
womb, to open my way into it, laying {fome-
times my left hand upon the woman’s belly to
keep her fteady down. After I had thus
brought my hand within the womb, I could
diftinétly feel every part of the child. The;
firt was the neck, then the heaa, lying on
one fide towards the mother’s fundament ; and

guld-
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guiding my hand along the child’s body, 1
found it to lie double w1th the belly towards
the bottom of the womb, the knees bent, the
legs under the head, and the left arm crofs
the legs : if I could have taken hold of a knee,
I might have delivered the child then ; but I
thought it more fafe to go further to the leg,
which tho’ not {fo much invelv’d in the mem-
branes of the after-burthen, yet I could not
bring it out without great trouble, becaufe of
two main obftacles ; firft, the head lying a-
crofs the inner orifice of the womb, I was
forced to remove it firft, to prepare a freer
pafiage for the feet ; the fecond was the arm,
which likewife Gbﬁru&ed the paflage.

It alfo happened unfortunately, that my
hand being at that very time feized with a be-
numbednefs, I was not able to keep the foot,
which occafioned me no fmall trouble; for
though my hand foon recovered, yet the foot
being drawn back from the phcm, where I had
brought it before, betwixt the head and the
neck of the child quite bent behind the
fhoulder, I had much ado to bring it again
(wit hout danger to the child) to the inner
orifice of the womb; befides that, it was as
flippery as an eel, and thus feveral times flipp’d
out of my ﬁnge*s till at laft 1 wound it up
in a fine linen cloth, and fo pull’d it towards
me with all my ftrength. 1 heard fome of the
child’s lintbs crack in pulling ont, which made
me fear their being broken, but it was unavoid-

s able,
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able. 1 having occafion of all my firength to
deliver 1t, without which the mother muft have
been in evident danger of being loft, which
ought to be prevented by all poffible means,
efpecially after the child has been baptized.

Whilft I was endeavouring with all my
ftrength to pull out the child, the mother af-
fifted me fo effeCtually, that the thigh above
the leg, which I had in my hand, coming out
at once to the arfe, the arm drew infenfibly
backwards ; then conveying my fingers into the
womb, to fee how the other thigh was laid,
I found the leg lying upon the belly, and fo
brought it out with little further trouble.

I muft confefs, that fuch deliveries as thefe
require a great deal of refolution in a man-
midwife, which ought not to be undertaken
rafhly, but only when the mother, as well as
the child, are in danger of being loft. Thefe
misfortunes generally owe their origin to the
ignorance of the midwives, who often don’t
require any further affiftance, before the womb
becomes quite dry, and the child is fettled very
fow in the womb.

Having got cut both the legs, I pulled the
reft of the ‘body to the fhoulders (with in-
credible pains) and the head follow'd at laft,
as did alfo the after-burthen, but much torn,
being {fomewhat putrified, and of a dark green
colour, The navel-ftring appear’d alfo very
putrid ; yet the child was born alive, and ap-
pear’d of a naturai colour, natwithﬂandirﬁg

the
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the hardfhips it had endured in the birth, bu®
died about half an hour after, the reafon
whereof may probably be attributed to the ill
difpofition of the after-burthen, whence the
child receiv'd a corrupted nourifhment.

The delivery being thus accomplifh’d, I or-
der’d the mother a mixture of an ounce of oil
of fweet almonds, two ounces of fyrrup of
maiden-hair, and the juice of three four
oranges, a remedy of great eflicacy for wo-
men lately delivered ; but care muft be taken,
that within two hours after its taking, no-
thing of food be given to the patient, for
fear of occafioning a vomiting, which might

roduce a relaxation of the ligaments of the
womb. The next day 1 found her without a
fever, and order’d her a clyfter of the de-
coction of lettuce, mallows, althea and violet
leaves, each a handful, adding to it three
ounces of honey. The woman did very
well during her whole lying-in, tho’ fhe was
no lefs than forty years of age; fhe lived
upon very nourifhing food, and had daily two
clyfters apply’d of the before-faid decoltions,
with the addition only of an ounce of expref-
{ed oil of walnuts to each clyfter.

P 3 OBsER-
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OsservaTion LXIX.

The Delivery of a Woman affeited with a moft
violent flux of Blood.

Anuary r1th, 1679, I was called outin the
mﬂrnmg at four o’clock, to deliver a gentle-
woman 1n the fitreet cadcd Gervais Laurent,
at the foot of the bridge of our Lady, in the
parith of the Holy Crofs. This gentlewoman
being about eight months with child, was
feized with a moft violent flux of blood,
which having continued for ten or twelve
days, fhe was reduced to a miferable con-
dition. Ubpon fearch made with my fingers
(well greafed) I found the whole vagina or
paffage filled with clods of coagulated blood,
notwithftunding which the flux continued.
As foon as I had brought out the clods of
blood, I convey’d my ﬁngers further into the
inner orifice of the womb, which I found
very thin and foft, and fo wide, that I could
put in three of my fingers foremoft ; I{earch’d
with one finger firft and found the after-bur-
then foremoft, and clofely joined round the in-
ner orifice of the womb, which was the oc-
cafion of the exceflive flux of blood ; and as
it
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& had reduced the woman to a very low con-
dition, fo this join’d to the other circum(tan-
ces, made me fear the life both of the woman
and child.

* I defiring therefore the affiftance of a phyfi-
cian, Dr. Biendifant was fent for, who finding
the poor patient not in a condition to difpenfe
with many remedies, prefcrib’d her only 2 mix-
ture of purflain and plaintain-water, three
ounces each ; half a dram of the confection of
hyacinths, without mufk ; prepared pearls, one
{cruple, mix’d with an ounce and a half of the
{yrrup of pomegranates. This ftopp’d the flux
for a while, yet not quite; fo that her weak-
nefs encreafing every minute, it was reflolved
to have her deliver’d, notwithftanding the
great danger that muft needs attend it; but
confidering her death was infallible, unlefs {he
was delivered, 1 went to work ; tho’ as I laid
her crofs the bed, there appear’d in her not
the leaft figns of fenfe or motion, f{o that
every body concluded fhe would die under my
hands.

However, I found fome means to convey
my hand (well greafed before) into the inner
orifice of the womb, where I again felt the
after-burthen faften’d to 1t, as I had told Dr.
Biendifant before: I peel'd it off by degrees,
and brought it out ; and then turning my hand
again in the womb, the firft thing T met with,
was the navel-ftring, along which I guided
my hand firlt to the child’s belly, and then

¥4 down-
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downwards to the thigh, and thence lower
to the leg and foot, which I broucht out and
baptizd. Whilft I was pulling this foot the
other follow’d, and the whole body after it,
as has been obferved frequently before. The
child being quite alive, the parith prieft of the
Holy Crofs (who had before adminiftered the
{facraments unto the mother) had the oppor-
tunity of baptizing it, tho’ contrary to his and
all our expetations, Immediately after the
delivery, the woman recovering in fome mea-
fure her fenfes, Dr, Bicndifant prefcrib’d her
the following cordial : of fucchory and bug-
lofs water, three ounces each ; of the confec-
tion of alkermes without mufk, halfa drachm;
of prepared pearls, one fcruple ; and f{yrrup of
maiden-hair, two ounces.

About two hours after {he was ordered to
take half a cup full of broth only, for fear of
over-charging her ftomach. She was much
better the next day, yet not without fome {fymp-
toms of a fever, againft which a clyfter was
ordered, made of the decoction of the cooling
herbs, with three ounces of honey.

The fecond day after the flooding ftopp’d ;
{he recover’d again by the ufe of the betore-
mention’d cordial. However fhe complained
of a tenfion and pain in her belly (which was
much fwell'd) as alfo in her hips, wherewith
fhe had been affected before her delivery :
{he was alfo affli¢ted with a violent pain in the
head (the ordinary fymptom of all exceffive

fluxes
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fluxes of blood) which continued even after
her lying-in, with an intermittent fever: fhe
was alfo troubled with frequent bileous de_lec-
tions or a loofenefs, againft which we prefcrib’d
her clyfters of the decottion of emollient
herbs, with linfeed; yet after fome time
this woman recovered her health, except that
three weecks after her lying-in, fhe loft the
fight of one of her eyes, by a violent deflu-
xion, which by all the art that could be devifed,
was never removed thence. The caufe of this
difafter I attribute to a iharp, vifcid and bile-
ous humour contained in the veins, which
bemg put in motion by the vaence of the
pain this woman fuffer’d during her labour,
and the anxicty of mind fhe lay under, was
carried upwards and fettled in the head.

OBSER-
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OsservaTion LXX.

The Delivery of Twins, one with the Buttocks,
the other with one Eye joremofl.

' Ecember 1gth, 1679, I was fent for in
St. Mederic’s-ftreet to a lady of quality,
the wife of a public minifter of one of the great-
eft princes of Germany, then refiding at Paris.
He received me very courteoufly ; and when I
told him, That I looked upon it as a fingular ho-
nour, to bave deferved fo good an opinion from
bim, asto commit what was deareft to bim in the
world to my care; He told me, That be thought
be could not put her in better bands than mine.
I enquired of the lady, How fhe felt ber pains
She reply’d, Such as fhe bad never felt before in
ber life, being wvery violent, and baving lafted
already twelve bours; befides that, it was the
firf? time of ber being wwith child. - She was let
blood once already in the arm, which I re-
peated with her permifilon.

Then anointing my fingers well with but-
ter, 1 found (upon fearch) that the membranes
were broken, and that the water came away ;
but for the reft, the birth ftood fo backwards
as yei, that I could nct difcover any thing

further,
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further. The midwife being one of the moft
prudent women I knew, I order’d her to ap-
ply to the patient a clyfter of halfa pint of meat
broth, three ounces of honey, and two ounces
of oil of {weet almonds. This clyfter gave
fome little eafe; yet not fo, but that the pains
continued very violent all that night. 1 did
not {tir from her all that time; and upon a fe-
cond fearch at fix o'clock in the morning, I
felt with the extremity of my finger a child
with the buttocks foremo(t, on the right fide
of the neck and inner orifice of the womb ;
and on the left fide I felt oneeye. As I was
fenfible how difficult a tafk 1t would prove for
the head to open its paffage, as the cafe ftood,
I put the head backwards, for the better con-
veniency of fearching after a foot, which be-
ing got into my hand, 1 drew it outand bap-
tized it ; then wrapping a cloth about it, I
continued to draw towards me, and the other
leg being bent upon the belly, the body of
the child follow’d in the fame manner as has
been often obferved before. I brought out the
after-burthen by pulling only by the navel-
ftring ; but finding fome part of the membrane
amnios to be left behind in the neck of the
womb, whilft I was looking for it, I felt the
head of another child (the fame whofe eye [ had
difcover'd before) which came into the world
in its natyral pofition with its after-burthen.
They proved two handfome girls, each having
its peculiar after-burthen, The child-bed lady

did
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did extreamly well, and was highly {fatis-
fied with the method I commonly made ufe of
with women in their lying-in. T order’d her
frequently {mall emollient clyfters and fomen-
tations of the decoction of barley and cher-
vil, tho’” fhe was not in the leaft bruifed during
her labour, which proved very hard, this be-
ing the firft time of her lying-in. Both the
young ladies continue in good health to this
day.

st e e T S

OsseErvaTion LXXI.

The Delivery of a Child with its right Arm
quite below the Womb.

Ebruary 16th, 1680, I was called to a
woman in labour, living on one fide of

the bridge of our Lady. She was very young,
{mall of ftature, of a melancholy conftitution,
and this the firft time of her being with child.
She had been in labour for fome time before,
the whole arm of the child being got already
into the wagina or paflage, the navel-ftring
lying clofe to it, doubled aboutthe length of a
foot; but feeling very cold, and without any
pulfe, I judged it high time to haften the deli-
very, concerning the method whercof much

has
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has been faid already before ; yet this being the
moft troublefome, I thought fit to oblige the
reader with this alfo, to demonftrate to the
world, that this way of proceeding is the ca-
fieft both for the woman and man-midwife.

Having therefore well greafed both my
hands with freth butter, I went to work,
but did not think fit to put the arm back-
wards, inftead whereof I guided my hand
along it up to the thoulder; but finding it im-
poffible to ftir it, I convey’d my fingers along
the child’s body (which lay acrofs with the
head to the right fide of the womb) and met
with the other arm, but without meddling
with 1t advanced to one fide of the head, and
felt the after-burthen at the bottom of the
womb, yet did not meddle with either of
them, my bufinefs being to look for the fect.
At laft I found one knee intangled in part of
the membranes, which 1 turn’d, and at laft
reach’d one leg and foot, which I wrapp’d im-
mediately in a cloth ; and whilft T pulled it to-
wards me with the right hand, I dilated with
my left the outward orifice of the womb, and
then brought the before-mentioned arm back-
wards, which I need not to have done, had
the child been alive; for then the arm draws
back of courfe, and the foot comes forward ;
and fo it happen’d in fome meafure here, tho’
the child was dead ; the arm going inward
gradually, as the foot came out, which being
all over befmear’d with the meconium or black

EXCIC=-
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excrements, I wrapp’d 1t in a freth cloth, and
thus delivered the child, tho’ dead, Wthh pro-
ved a daughter. The aftcr-burthen whlch I.
brought fcurth {foon after, was a French ell, o
five quarters of an Englith yard long. Whilﬂ:
you are bufied in bringing away the after-bur-
then, you muft admonith the woman not to
force downwards, becaufe it will hinder the
turning and operation of your hand in the
womb : Care ought alfo to be taken that every
thing be quiet, the noife of the ftanders by be-
ing prqud:cml to the man-midwife as wnll as
the woman in labour, who ought to abftain,
at that time efpecially, from all ﬁvcat-ﬁ:entﬁd
things, which occafion fometimes very trou-
blefome {fymptoms. I order’d our woman to
be kept from tulking, and as quiet as poffibly
could be ; and for the reft, gave her fome eafy
remedies, fuch as were moft confiltent with her

pawcrty.
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OrservaTioN LXXIIL

The Delivery of a Child, the Back of which
was bent quite double.

Ebruary 16th, 1681, I was called at four

o’clock in the morning to a gentlewoman
in St. Mederic’s-ftreet. The midwife telling
me immediately that the child was not well
turn’d, I defired her to lay the woman in la-
bour a-crofs the bed ; this done, I convey’'d my
fingers (well greafed) into the wagina or paf-
fage, the better to extend it; I felt with my
fore-finger the inner orifice of the womb, of
fuch a bignefs as to admit a paflage for my
hand to the bottom of the womb, where I
found the child bent double with its back,
with the two thighs upon the breaft, and the
two legs, each on one fide of the head, which
was turn’d to the bottom of the womb ; the
face foremoft, and the feet backwards. The
after-burthen adhered to the fide, and the-
navel-ftring was betwixt the thighs and but-
tocks. I did not perceive the leaft figns of
life, but getting hold of one of the feet that
was nextiat hand, I pull'd it towards me, but
foon found the womb f{o contralted by the com-

H}g
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ing away of the water, that I began to defpair
my being able to turn the child,

However, prefling along with my hand
under the body of the child, firft to the toes,
and afterwards to the heel, I drew it to the
outward orifice of the womb and baptized it,
tho’ there were no figns of life. This done,
pulling ftronger and ftronger the thigh fol-
low’d, as alfo the other leg: I then wrapp’d
them both in one cloth, and thus brought out
the child to the fhoulders, when laying my
right hand to its neck, and the left upon its
breaft, T accomplifh’d the delivery. I muft
not forget to tell you, Thar after the legs
and thighs came out, the navel-flring appear’'d
betwixt the buttocks, extended as firaitly along
the back as the [flring of a lute. 'This obliged
me to turn the child a little backwards, and
thus bending one leg a liitle, T loofen’d the
navel-ftring, which elfe might have been torn
in pieces, and have proved mortal to the
child (by the great effufion of blood) in cafe
it had been alive, which now fhew’d not the
leaft appearance of it. The after-burthen
follow’d by pulling only the navel-ftring ;
and the mother did very well during her ly-
ing in, complaining only of certain pains in
the belly, againft which I order’d a fomenta-
tion, made of the decottion of camomil and
melilot flowers, of wormwood, motherwort
and linfeed, to be applied with warm cloths,

and renew’d as often as they cool ; by the ufe
of
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~ of thefe remedies the patient fully recover’d
her health.
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OsservaTion LXXIII.

The Delivery of a Child with the hbind and
uppermoft Part of the Head jforemoft.

PRIL 23d, 1681, I was fent forto a
A gentlewoman in labour in the Emperor’s
fireet. Upon fearch I found the inner orifice
of the womb open, and fcarce of the thicknefs
of the twelfth part of an inch, and much ex-
tended, which appearing to me as a thing very
extraordinary, I fearch’d with my finger round
the whole circuit of this inner orifice, which I
found ready to give way, like a piece of parch-
ment after it 1s well wetted. However, the
pains increafed, the inner orifice became {ome-
what thicker, and its opening of the bignefs
of a French crown-piece ; and the membranes
being now by the reiterated pains forced moft
violently into this orifice, they broke, whence
came forth the water, mix’d with abloody and
thick flimy fubftance.

I found the hindermoft and uppermoft part
of the child’s head foremoft, which having
been (as the mother declared) without any

Q- motion
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motion above a week before, we concluded it
to be dead ; befides that, the mother having
been very ill for a long time before, was re-
duc’d to fo weak a condition, as not to be able
to further the birth, However, the head got
out, which appear’d covered with a greenifth
{lime ; but the fhoulders being ftopp’d in the
inner orifice, I pull’d hard by the head, yet
as gently as I could, for fear of feparating the
head from the trunk of the body, which was
not a little putrified, as appear'’d by the fkin
that covered the face and neck. 1 had at laft
the good fortune to bring it out entire, tho’
the fkin was peel’d from the belly, which was
full of water, and the navel-ftring quite putri-
fled, The after-burthen clofely adhering to
the inner orifice of the womb, I was obliged
to loofen it with my fingers, and then brought
it out entire with its membranes, tho’ in
that there alfo appear’d fome figns of putre-
fadtion.

The woman declared after her delivery,
That fhe bad gone eight months and a balf ac-
cording to her reckoning ; whereupon I had
the curiofity to enquire from what day fhe
began her reckoning? fhe told me from the
28th of Auguft, being the 14th day of the
moon. She was delivered the 23d of April,
being the 16th of the moon; fo that according
to this computation, fthe was exactly delivered
in the ninth month. The {fame obiervation I
have made in divers other women; and a-

mong
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mong the reft, in a certain gentlewoman, who
being very ill, did not cohabit with her huf-
band for fome time, till being fomewhat re-
covered by the country air, and her monthly
times appearing in due courfe, fhe cohabited
with her hufband in the month of July 1680,
on the 28th day of the moon, and I deliver’d
her the 29th day of March 1681. The fame
I have (as I told you) obferved in many other
women, who had gone according to their
reckoning no more than eight months com-
pleat and one day; which makes me to be of
opinion, that this reckoning ought to be regu-
lated rather by the courfe of the moon, than
of the months.

Q2 OBSE R-
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OsservAaATIionNn LXXIV.

The Delivery of a Dropfical Woman big with
Twins 5  one come to its Perfeftion, the
other of betwixt four and five months, quite
putrified in its membranes.

U NE the 1ft, 1681, I was {ent for at two

o'clock in the morning to a dropfical wo-
man, who reckoned herfelf big with child full
nine months: as fhe was fpeechlefs and fcarce
able to fetch her breath, I found her confeflor
there to take care of her foul. It was Mr.
Hageard, a perfon of known probity, who hav-
ing given her the extream unction, he as well
as I, were of opinion, that nothing but an ex-
traordinary chance could fave the woman’s life,
But as at fo unfeafonable a time we could not get
a phyfician, I felt her pulfe, which beating
pretty lively, I let her blood, and fucceeded fo
well, that fhe recover’d her fpeech, and {ome-
what of her ftrength; fo that Mr. Hageard
and I went home.

But the fame morning about feven o’clock,
being fent for aguin, I Tound her actually in
labour, the child with its right buttock fore-
moit, which may eafily be difcern’d thro’ the

membranes
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membranes during the intervals, when the
pains ceafe and the membranes flacken, which
Is quite otherwife, whilft they are extended
by the preflure of the water downwards :
within a moment after they broke, and the
water came away; I convey’d my ﬁngcrs thro’
the paffage along the child’s buttock and leg
to the foot, which I drew out gently (to fpare
the mother, who was very weak) and bap-
tiz’d it. I wrapp’d it up in fine linen cloth,
and as I pulled towards me the other leg fol-
low’d, and the woman was deliver’d of a per-
fect well-fhap’d daughter, but dead, tho” with-
out any figns of putrefaction.

As I was advancing with my fingers thro’
the paflage to look for the after-burthen, I
perceived there was a fecond child behind,
enclofed in its peculiar membranes, which pro-
ved a feetus of betwixt four and five months,
and fo putrefied, that the limbs could fcarce
adhere to one another, which neceflitated me
to pull it out by pieces, taking effeCtual care
to fave the mother, as much as pofiibly I could.
There were two after-burthens, but joined to-
gether, both very much thrunk together and
hard, like the rind of bacon ; both the navel-
ftrings appear’'d very well, and in their natu-
ral ftations. It feems furprizing, that one of
thefe children fhould be perfe¢t and entire,
come to its maturity without the lealt putre-
faction, and the other in fuch a putrefy’'d con~
dition, as we have defcribed it; perhaps it died

2 betwixt
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betwixt the fourth and fifth month, and prov=
ed the caufe of the dropfy in the mother.
And tho’ each of thefe two children remained
all the while in their peculiar membranes and
water, and had its peculiar after-burthen,
without any communication with one another,
yet it feems hard to be conceived, how in the
fame concavity, fuch as the womb is, there
thould be contained at once two children, and
one of them to appear found and perfe¢t in all
its parts (tho” dead) and the other quite putri-
fied. 1 will leave the full decifion of this pro-
blem to the phyficians ; yet if I may be per-
mitted to tell my opinion, I look upon this
prefervation of the dead child like what we
fee in dead bodies under water, which, unlefs
they are expofed to the air, will remain there
uncorrupted a great while. Add to this, that
the child remains in its proper natural water
and place it has had its beginning in and fub-

ftance, and confequently is not expofed to any
thing heterogeneous to its nature.

But to return to our obfervation : the wo-
man being deliver'd, expe@ed every minute
would be her laft; but the flooding proving
very kind and natural, the mended a-pace. 1
gave her immediately the juice of four oranges
with fome fyrrup of maiden hair, which I
feldom fail to give to fuch child-bed women,
as are under my care, if the fame s to be had at.
all. The next morning fhe had an emollient
and diffolvent clyfter apply’d to her, andanother

at
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at night, with two ounces of oil of fweet-al-
monds, but without heoney. The fame was
repeated the following day, being Tucfday,
when fhe felt fomewhat feverith, but would eat
bread and meat broths ; nay, meat itfelf, in
fpite of all our perfuafions to the contrary.
To tell my opinion in this cafe; A4 woman
lately delivered (provided there c?p*fwm no [ymp-
toms of a fever) may eat immediately after ber de-
livery, as well as the beafts do (be it [poken with-
out comparifon) as fheep and Juch like, who re-
turn immediately to their natural pﬁﬂaff I fee
no reafon, why a woman, who is a rational ani-
mal, fhould not in the fame manner make ufe tm-
mediately of fuch a proper diet as God bas allot-
ted for that purpofe. And for my part, I free-
ly confefs, I never did deny thofe under m
care the ufe of a little folid meat (unlefs they
were feverith) and I never obferv’d any incon-
veniency in it, till the time the milk begins to
ftir, when I order them for three days to ab-
ftain from folid meats, and to feed upon broth
and eggs.

The Wednefday and Thurfday the had the
fame clyfters as before. On the Sunday fhe
muft needs eat fome ftrawberries, tho” we op-
pofed it, and her legs continued much fwell’d.
Monday fhe had a clyfter again of the before-
mention’d deco&ion, with three ounces of
honey. Every morning and night fhe ufed a
fomentation of the deco@ion of barley and

chervil. The Wednefday following fhe fent
3 0 St
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for two noted phyficians, Dr., Crefle and Dr.
du Chefne, who, tho’ they could prevail upon
her no more than we, to abftain from folid
meats, yet at laft cured her totally of the
dropfy. They were much furprizid at what
had pafled before and at her delivery.

3R AKX

OepservaTioN LXXV.

The Delivery of a Child with the whde Arm
banging out of the Womb, but very black and

putrify'd.
UNE 8th, 1661, I was fent for to a gen-

tlewoman, living in the ifle of our Lady,
in the ftreet of Deuxpont, in St. Lewis’s parifh.
I found her in {o deplorable a condition, that I
muft confefs in all my practice for thirty years
laft paft, I fcarce ever met with one worle
than this; and for this reafon it is, that I
thought fit to infert this obfervation, tho’ I
have treated upon the fame fubject before ; this
being highly remarkable for the nicety of the
cafe. .

The midwife told me, That the membranes
quere broken, and the water come away ever fince
two o'clock after dinner, which was eight bonrs
before my coming, it being then ten at night ; that

fo
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Jo foon as fhe bad found the child not well turn'd,
She bad defired further affiftance, but that the
‘awoman’s relations bad delay'd it till now. Upon
{fearch made, I foon dlfcaverd the danger and
difficulty that would attend both the woman
and me in this delivery, for the child was
dead and much putrefy’d, and one arm quite
black hanging out of the womb; and what
render’d the cafe much worfe, both to her and
myfelf, was, that the paflage was much in-
flam’d and {well’d, which made me judge, that
fomebody had been at work there before, and
I was confirm’d in my opinion, when the mid-
wife would not direftly anfwer me upon that
point, when I afked her, but remained filent.
I underftood afterwards, that they had employ-
ed a certain man-mid-wife, who, after having
for feven hours tried all his art in vain, left her
in the lurch.

Tho’ as I told you before, the paffage was
much inflam’d and {well’d, and the arm very
black, yet being refolved to go thro’ with the
work, to endeavour the delivery of a poor
woman, almoft feiz’d with the pangs of death,
I endeavour’d to convey my fingers (well grea-
fed with butter) into the wagina or paffage, but
found it impracticable, without hurting them,
the whole circumference being {well’d (at leaft)
half an inch round, and the womb itfeif clofed
up and hard as if there were not the leaft
appcarance Df a child, feeling almoft like the
exterior bark of a tree. At Lt however,

with
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with incredible pains and difficulty, I brought
my fingers into the womb; but they were
immediately feiz'd with {uch a benumbednefs,
that 1 was forc’d to draw them back ; and when
I attempted the fume a fecond time, I was again
forc’d to defift for the fame reafon, which vex’d
me to the foul, and made me complain of my
hard fortune; but being refolutely bent to
leave nothing unattempted, I refolved to deli-
ver the woman by whatever means I might
poflibly encompafs it; and for want of better
advice, I was forc’d to make ufe of my own; I
pull’d by the arm, which thereby was fepara-
ted from the body, yet without the leaft hurt to
the mother, and without any other inftrument
but my bare hand. I pull’d out the arm in
hopes now to get more room to convey my fin-
gers into the womb, which I did, but being
{cized with the fame benumbednefs in my hand,
1 was forc’d to defift a third time. I mufttell
you upon this occafion, that tho’ I was forced
to {cparate the arm, I would not advife you to
follow the fame method, which I did not ap-
prove of, the true way being to bring in one’s
fingers and hand into the womb, to feparate the
feet, and thus to draw out the child, without
which it is impofiible to bring out the child,
without hurting the woman, or making ufe of
proper inflruments, never to be apply’d, but

in cafes of the greateft neceffity.
Being recovered a little from my wearinefs, I
went to work again, and convey’d my hand
(well
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(well greafed with butter) into the paffage, but
the fame benumbednefs as before made me to
ftop a little, till at laft getting my hand again
to the bottom of the womb, I fearch’d for the
feet, but met only with the head and neck-ly-
ing on one fide of the womb, and turning my
hand to the other fide, could feel nothing but
the other arm, till at laft I found out one knee
among the membranes of the after-burthen; 1
ufed all pofiible endeavours to draw it with my
finger (bent in the fhape of a hook) towards
me, but by the clofing of the inner orifice of
the womb about my hand, the fame was once
more affected with fuch a benumbednefs and
pain, that not being in a condition to do its
office, I was forced to draw it out of the
womb.

However, having once more recover'd my
ftrength, I brought my hand into the womb
again, and conducting my fingers along one of
the child’s legs, Itook hold of the foot, which I
~ drew out very gently, for fear of tearing it off
from the child’s bedy, in which cafe I thould
have been at a lofs for the other, which fuc-
ceeded according to expectation ; fo that hav-
ing wrapp’d them both in a cloth, I pull’d out
the buttocks and remaining part of the body
to the fhoulders, which I alfo brought out,
‘leaving only the arm in the body, to ferve me
for a guigla to the head ; but it broke from
the trunk of the body, as the other had done
and when I was puliing the head out, it alfo

dif-
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disjoin’d from the neck, it being not in my
power to prevent it. I got two of my fingers
into the child’s mouth; buat the under-jaw
breaking, I was forc’d to let go my hold; and
not being able to get my fingers either into the
eyes or ears, I was neceflitated to have recourfe
to the laft remedy, v:z. the hook. I con-
vey'd my left hand firft into the neck, and
afterwards to the bottom of the womb, to ferve
as a guide to the hook, which was fix'd in
one of the jaw-bones ; but as I begun to pull,
the bone either broke, or the hook flipt out.
This made me to bring my fingers again into
the womb, to fetch out the fplinters of the
bones. I found the brains coming out of the
{kull; but not being able to reach the remain-
ing part of the head with my fingers, I was
forc’d to pull it out with the hook; but as
the bones of this part of the head were as
fharp-edged as a knife, and as pointed as
needles, they tore a {mall piece of the inner
orifice of the womb, of the bignefs of the fixth

art of an inch., I am fenfible it will be ob-
je&ted, That I ought to have taken care againft it,
unto which I anfwer, That in fuch cafes one is
not always in a condition to do what one would,
but only as well as one cai.

But this fkinny picce adhering ftill at one
end to the womb, I confidered with myfelf,
whether [ had beft cut it off or not: if I did not,
I had reafon to fear an inflammation, or dange-

rous tumour, and perhaps a gangrene in the
Clr=
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circumjacent parts; whereas if I cut it off, it
was likely to turn to a fuppuration, which
would much abate the fymptoms, and procure
a healing ; oI thought fit to cut it off, and the
fuccefs was altogether anfwerable to my ex-
pe&ation. For leaving her for that night to
the management of the midwife and nurfe, I
found her pretty well the next day, only that
her privities were fomewhat {well'd ; fo I or-
der’d them to be fomented, or bathed with a
decoction of barley and chervil, which remo-
ved the tumour: for the reft, I order’d her,
as I commonly do with other child-bed wo-
men. I was fomewhat fufpicious, that the
tearing of the inner orifice might occafion a bar-
rennefs in her, but the contrary has appear’d,
the having been deliver’d of feveral children
fince. She kept her bed only fourteen days,
and had every day applied to her two emollient

clyfters, according to our prefcription in the
beginning of this treatife,

ORSER-



[{ 2382 ]
S M OOSCOOOOCOTOOOTOOOOO0L

OBseErvaTion LXXVI

Of a Woman who died by the inverting of the
Bottom of the Womb, two Hours after ber
Df!:wr_y

SEptcmbc‘:r 2cth, 1681, I was fent for to open
the dead body of a certain gentlewoman
in Beau-fireet, nﬁar St. Germains the Elder. I
found no outward imperfection on her body,
except a {welling, or prominency of the big-
nefs of a white loaf of two pounds, near the
navel ; an evident fign, that {he had been af-
flicted with a navel rupture from the os xi-
phoides.

I afked how long fhe liv'd after ber delivery,
and was told, about two bours; that it was ber
Jirft child ; that fhe bad been in hard labour two
days, but was at laft faféely deliver’d, and the
after-burthen follow'd without the leaff violence ;
which laft I could not well apprehend, for if
fo, the womb could not have been thus in-
verted from its natural pofition. ’Tis ‘true,
they thew’d me the after-burthen entire; but
notwithftanding this, 1t is certain, that 1t did
ftick to the womb, which follow'd the af-

ter-burthen as the midwife pull’d by the na-
2 vel-
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vel-ftring, and thus occafioned this inverfion
before the after-burthen was loofened. The
midwife finding the woman ready to faint
away, and upon fearch feeling fomething the did
not well underftand, fhe defired the afliftance
of a2 man-midwife, who being fent for, did all
he could to reduce the womb into its natu-
ral ftation ; but finding all his endeavours in
vain, told the woman fle fhould provide for ber
Joul 5 and being afk’d when, he anlwer’d, im-
mediately, becaufe fhe was a dead woman.
The poor patient furprized (as may be eafily
guefs’d) at fo unexpected and abrupt an an-
fwer, (efpecially fince but a little before fhe
had judg’d herfelf out of danger, and found
no other inconveniency but fome vomiting)
was {o dejected thereat, that fhe had fcarce
time to confefs before the expir’d, as I have
been inform’d by feveral perfons there pre-
fent.

I open’d the dead body, making two inci-
fions betwixt the two collar-bones, down the
breaft-bone to the o5 facrum; and then ano-
ther incifion crofs the navel, from one fide
of the hips to the other, feparating the exte-
rior membranes, the mufcles of the inferior
belly and the paunch. All the parts of the
inferior concavity appear’d npatural, except
that the ftomach was fomewhat extended with
wind. Thofe of the breaft or cheft were the
fame. Fhe privy parts alfo appear'd very
found, except that the vagina or paffage to

the
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the neck of the womb was bruifed about the
breadth of two inches in its inferior part, a:
thing that frequently happens in the delivery
of the firft child. I convey’d my fingers
within the orifice of the womb, where, on
the extremity of the neck, I felt a foft body
or fubftance, which I conje@ur’d to be the in-
terior fide of the bottom of the womb. The
bladder was without urine, and yet much ex-
tended. But to convince the ftanders by of
the true caufe of the death of this woman,
and by what means (he might have been pre-
ferved, I brought my fingers into the entrance
of the neck of the womb, where, in the
midft, I-found a {olid round fubftance of the
bignefs of a white loaf of two pounds, repre-
fenting the crown of a hat turn’d the in-
fide outward. I reduc’d this inverted bottom
of the womb into its natural pofition with
the circumjacent parts, and then fhew’d the
natural pofition of the interior orifice of the
womb, which I took with allits parts out of
the body, and putting the fame upon a clean
cloth, I reprefented its true pofition to the
fpeCtators, as allo the privy parts, the /ebie,
uretbra, neck or entrance into the womb,
&e. the laft of which being difleted on one
fide (for fear of hurting the bladder) we per-
ceiv’d an inflaimmation there, occafion'd per-
haps by the forcing of the child thro’ it, with-
out any blame of the midwife. I plainly thew’d
them the place where the womb had been

turn’d
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tarn’d the infide outward, and how far it
had been borne down into the neck of the
womb.

The next being the diffection of the bladder,
we found the fame very natural, except that it
was much diftended, which perhaps might be
the caufe of the vomiting of this woman, by
reafon of the communication of the nerves
betwixt the bladder, {tomach and brain, The
next thing I did, was to take an exact view of
all and every part of the interior orifice of
the womb, the better to fatisfy my curiofity
as to what has been faid in .our ~sth ob-
{ervation, concerning the bearing down of
this orifice and its membranous {ubftance ; it
being certain, that there is fometimes to be
found round about it a certain membranous
circumference of the breadth of the fixth part
of an inch, tho’ not in all women, which
ought to be well obferv’d by men-midwives
and midwives, who fometimes miftiking this
membranous circumference for fome remnants
of the membranes belonging to the after-bur-
then, tear them off, and thereby occafion, not
only exceflive pains, but alfo death itfelf to
the woman, or at leaft a dangerous flux of
blood or barrennefs, the womb not being
able to retain the feed after injection.

I found the circumference in this woman of
the breadth of a fixth part of an inch of a
cheftnut colour in its circuit ; we open’d it
and the whole womb, which was half an inch

R thick,
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thick, and bright, except in that place where
the after-burthen had been joined to it; it
was alfo very entire: ’tis true, we found with-
in it part of the membranes of the after-bur-
then adhering to one fide, of the bignefs of
two palms of a hand, which T eafily feparated,
it being like a very thin leather. This could
produce no inconveniency to the woman, as
had been obferv’d before. The womb was
thicker on that part where the after-burthen
had been annexed to it (2and from whence alfo
the child receives its nourithment) than in any
other part.

This may ferve as a warning for people to
pitch upon good and experienced Men-mid-
wives or midwives: for, in cafe this inverted
womb had immediately been reduc’d to its

natural ftation, they had faved the woman’s
life.

- (OBSER=
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OeservaTionNn LXXVII.

The Delivery of a Child with the Yard and
Cods foremaft. |

Ovember 1ft, 1681, I was fent for to a
gentlewoman in labour, living in the

{treet of St. Dennis, oppofite to the fireet de
“la Chauveracrie, who having but a few pains,
I guefled her travail not to be very near as
yet. Upon fearch I could not difcover any
part of the child. About two hours after
the pains encreafed, but rather forward to the
belly than backward to the hips. [ fearch’d
her again, and finding there was now fome
hopes of an approaching labour, I ordered
her to be laid upon the bed, and upon fearch
felt part of the child, which being very foft,
I could not diftinguith what it was at that
time ; but after another ftrong pain, I found it
to be the yard and cod of the child. I con-
vey’d my fingers along the thigh, which did lie
in the hindermoft part of the womb with the
knees bent, and rtaking hold of one foot,
drew it to the orifice and baptized it, and
then brouht it out in the fame manner as

has been mentioned before in the obfervations.
R 2 It
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It proved a lufty boy, who did very well ;
and the mother had a very good lying-in, ufing
no other remedies but fuch as I commonly
give to women in child-bed, as cooling and
emollient clyfters ; and for her diet, folid and
digeftible meats, which I always allow of,
provided there be no figns of a fever.
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Osservarion LXXVIII.

The Delivery of a Woman of Quality of a
Fatus, not above four and a balf Montbs
old, the Head remaining in the Womb,
and was not bOrought thence together awith
the After-burthen, but with great Diffi-
cuity.

CTOBER 17th, 1682, I wasfent for to

a lady of quality, in the ftrect of St, Eu-
ftache, being afflicted with a violent flux of
Blood. I enquired after the reafon, unto which
the anfwer’d, That _fhe was four months and a balf
with child, but could give no reafon for this flux,
She having been very careful not to flrain berfelf,
or to commit any other ervor that could occafion
7t. I enquired further into the circumftances
that attended her ficknefs; fhe told me, That
 as often as the flux was ready to bpear, fhe
b4 : per-
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percerv’d before-hand a pain in the right ﬁ’ff_ﬂf
ber bips, and thence downwards along the kid-
neys to the bladder ; and that after fhe bad felt
this pain, fbe never mifs'd of evacuating only
Jfive or fix drops of blood, awhich being follow'd
within five or fix days after by a vidlent flux
of blood, had caufed her feveral timesto mif-
carry, in which 1 bad the bonour to be affiftant
to ber divers times before.

Dr. Moreau had left nothing unattempted
both before and after her being with child,
that might conduce for the prefervation of
this Feetus, and to prevent a mifcarriage.
But notwithftanding all his eare fhe had ano-
ther relapfe, and therefore defired my afiif-
tance. -

I defired her to be let blood, and that a
phyvfician might be called. Dr. Puylon, a learn-
ed phyfician of the faculty of Paris, being
fent for accordingly, not only approvd of
what I had done, but alfo order’d a {econd
phlebotomy to allay her pain in the belly,
which continued as yet. The fame was by this
fecond letting of blood appeafed for fome days ;
but returning with greater violence than be-
fore, about two o'clock in the night, I was
fent for in a coach, for the more {peed’s fake,
and upon fearch found one hand of the fee-
tus. In the mean while the violence of the
flux increafed, and her ftrength decreafing in
proportior , fhe prefled hard to be delivered.
I told her, 7t was a nice point, and involved in

R 3 great
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great Difficulties, becaufe a feetus of that age was
not to be turned [o well as a perfeé? child ; but the
being urgent for a quick delivery, and her hus-
band feconding her requeft, I refolv’d to begin
the work, without any further delay, there
being but little probability to prevail with Dr,
Puylon to come at that time of the night.

Having therefore well greafed my fingers,
I convey’d into the inner orifice of the womb,
which I found open’d of about the bignefs of
a French crown piece, and fo foft, as to give
way with eafe to the motion of my fingers,
which If{pread by degrees and brought into the
womb, where taking hold of the feet, 1 drew
them towards me, but as ill fortune would
have it, the head remaining within the womb,
I was forced to bring it out, tho’ not without
great difficulty, by putting my fingers into
the mouth. But the after-burthen not follow-
ing, I would willingly have ftaid for the com-
ing of Dr. Puylon, but the time and occafion
being too precious, I was forced to proceed ;
for in cafe I had drawn out my hand, I could
not poflibly have brought it in again, or at
Jeaft not without caufing exceflive pain to the
woman.

So 1 endeavour’d to pecl off the after-bur-
then with the tops of my fingers, but could
effct it only by fmall pieces ; fo the patient
herfelf affifted me courageoufly, by ftraining
her belly with her hands downwars, whilft
mine were employ’d in the neck, aad within

the
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the womb itfelf; fo that at laft I got it all
‘away. Dr. Puylon coming in the morning, and
being inform’d what was pafled, fpoke highly
in recommendation of this delivery, and took
fuch effectual care, that the patient felt not
the lealt fymptoms of a fever. He prefcrib'd
her only a good nourithing diet, and the
juice of a fourth part of a four orange in
each cup of broth, befides two clyfters. every
day.
j’Efl"he feetus, or child, was four months and
a half old. The woman did eat {olid meats,
the fecond day, and was very well after it.
Hence it is evident, how crroneous is the vul-
gar opinion among the women, that the leaft
hurt with the nail proves mortal to 2 wo-
man in child-bed ; it being impofiible that
fuch a delivery as this could be perform’d
without it, lefs or more. The chief caufe of
the death of fo many child-bed women is
to be attributed rather to the ill habit of
their bodies, or fome defluxions upon the
breaft. I have frequently met with women
in child-bed in our hofpitals of Paris, whofe
bodies being open’d after their death, the
lungs were found to be putrefy’d, The fame
may be faid of the turning of the milk, and
the ftoppage of the flooding occafioned after
by melancholy, or fweet-fcented things, the
laft whereof caufeth fometimes fits and faint-
ings, wkich 1 have feen to laft twenty-four
hours. [ remember a certain gentlewoman
R 4 in
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in St. Mederic’s-fireet, who being recovered
out of fuch a f{wooning fit by phlebotomy,
repeated feveral times by Mr. Bouclier my
brother furgeon, remembered every thing that
had pafled. This difafter was occafion’d by
the {trong {cent of a perfumer her next neigh-
bour.

The fame may be faid of melancholy. I
knew a gentlewoman, the wife of a merchant
near St. Paul’s church, who, out of melan-
choly (perhaps alfo the milk might have a
fhare in the matter) broke out into no lefs
than nine ulcers, on her arms, thighs and
legs. Dr. Dicakivoy, at prefent deacon of
the faculty of Paris, managed the matter fo
well, that after’ eight phlebotomies, and the
opening of the ulcers (out of each of which
iffued forth three or four éunces of well con-
coted purulent matter) the woman recover'd
her health. And here I can’t pafs by in
filence, what happen’d to me upon this occa-
fion, being a moft remarkable, and fcarce cre-
dible accident. The doctor and I coming one
day to open one of thefe ulcers in her arm,
which contained betwixt three and four ounces
of purulent matter, and the patient refu-
fing pofitively to permit me, the doltor
thought fit to have it delayed till the next
day; when both returning to perform the
intended opening, we ftood amaz'd, to fee
that the ulcer was vanifh’'d, withort leaving
‘behind it the leaft figns of any fuppuration.
But
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But we were no lefs furpriz’d with what we
faw immediately after : for as I was employ’d
to remove a plaifter from one of the ulcers of
the other arm, which was clofing up the day
before, and had not emited any purulent
matter in eight days, above four ounces of
‘well concofted purulent matter iflued thence
with much violence ; a convincing inftance,
that nature has certain hidden channels not
difcoverable by our eyes.

The fame may be faid of turning, or the
motion of the milk in women in child-bed,
who, from the fecond to the fifth day, are
commonly feiz’d with a fever ; and 1n thofe
days the breafts increafe remarkably, till the
milk turning back to the womb, difcharges it-
felf there with the flooding, tho’ the ways
thro’ which it is convey’d, are not difcerni-
ble to our eyes. Mr. Brifet and I have in our
hofpitals of Paris open’d a good number of
dead bodies of child-bed women, but could
never as yet difcover any paflige whereby
the milk might pafs to the womb. 1 be-
lieve this to be as inveftigable as the true caufe
why fome women are troubled with the af-
ter-pains, and others not; and what is more
ftrange, many women, who never were fen-
fible of thefe after-pains in their firft lying-
in, are afflited with them ever after to 3
high degree. I commonly give to women
in this condition five ounces of the water of
the pellitory of the wall, two ounces of {yrup

of



[ as9 ]
of maiden-hair, mix’d with the juice of two
four oranges; but this muft not be given till
after the delivery. The water opens, the fyr-
rup and orange juice promotes the flooding,
and in fome removes the after-pains.

ODBSER VAT I 0Nl XXIX:

The Delivery of a Gentlewoman feized with
a wviolent Flux of Blood in the Seventh
Month after ber Bignefs, and afterwards
again towards the End of ber Eighth
Month.

ULY 16th, 1682, 1 was fent for about four

8 1n the afternoon to a gentlewoman in la-
bour, in the ftreet of Bourdonnois, {eiz’d with
a moft violent flux of blood, after a colic.
Upon enquiry, Ifound, thatbeing feiz’d with
fuch another fux in her feventh month, attend-
ed with a fever, fhe had been very well cured
by Dr. Lalier, Faber and Monguireau, who let
her blood eight times, and order’d feveral
purges and clyfters. Towards the end of her
eighth month being feiz’d with another fit of
the colic, which continued all night, the
fame was at laft appeafed by the vfe of a cly=
fter. But being follow’d the fame fternoon,
3 about
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about four o’clock, by a flux of blood, I was
fent for. After hlebnmm}r in the right arm,
I order’d the fﬂlluwuw plaifter to be applied
to the region of the hlps

Take Bole-armoniac one ounce, of Dragon’s
blood half an ounce, of gips (fuch as the plai-
fterers ufe) one ounce, make it up into a plai-
fer with the white of an egg, fome vinegar
and water.

This {fomewhat allay’d the flux; but the
fame returning within an hour, fo as to put
the patient into a {woon, 1 fearch d her, and
finding the inner orifice op-:n’d to the bwnefs
of a French half-crow n, I felt within a certain
foft fubftance, which proving the after-bur-
then, I conjectur’d it to be faftened to the orifice,
The cafe being thus involvd in no fmall dif-
ficulties, I requir’d the advice of a good phy-
fician (as one ought to do in fuch cafes, to
fave one’s reputation) and Dr. Long, a noted
phyfician of the faculty of Paris, being fent for,
he declared her to be f{o weak, that the muft
infallibly die, unlefs the were {peedily del ver-
ed. He prefcrib’d her only a cordial of the
confection of hyacinths, of pearls, and the
{yrrup of pomegranates.

He was no fooner gone, but the patient fall-
ing again into a {woon, occafioned by the great
lofs of blood, which continued ftill, we were
forc’d to hold burning paper, and burning
feathers of partridges before her nofe, to ftop
the vapours, which arofe up into her head.

i
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I found the beft effe@® from the {moak of a
burnt nutmeg, held to her nofe.

Whilft the was receiving the facraments,
Dr. Lalier and Faber came alrmg with Mr. Bou-
clet, a famous man-midwife, to fee her, who
Judg d her incapable of takmg any remedies,

except a little nourifhment. Th: afked me
my judgment 5 1 told them, That ﬂ}f muft  be
deliver’d [peedily ; but they being of opinion,
That we muft bave further patience, they left
me with the patient, who falling again into a
{woon, we expm?ct.,d every moment  her death.

Hereupc}n defired her hufband to fetch
another dotor, in whofe prefence I might
undertake her delivery, unto which I was moft
earneﬁly preflfed by the mother of the patient,
who cry’d, That fince according fo the judgment
of the phyficians, fhe muft infallibly die, unlefs
JShe were deliver’d, T fhould attempt it to fave
her life, notwithftanding their fentiments to
the contrary.

By this time her hufband being come in
with another doctor, that belong’d to the fa-
culty, and a man of great practice ; he feeing
that the woman was ready to expire, and
that her mother and hufband urg’d her de-
livery, he confented to the fame, tho’ there
were no figns of a labour, fhe complaining
only of a burning pain about the heart, which
the t(hewed us with her hand, being al-
moft quite out of her fenfes, and f{carce
able to fpeak. Purfuant to our reblution 1

CONw
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convey’d my hand (well greafed) into the
neck uf the womb, where I found the Inner
orifice to the blgncfs of a French crown-piece,
and in a condition to admit of a further di-
latation with my fingers. I felt the after-
burthen faftened quite rnund the circumference
of the orifice; but being f{eparated gently
with my finger, I brau\ght all my fingers
and the hand to the bottom of the womb,
whereunto I had open 'd mny way, by {preading
my ﬁngers, and entering gradually, to caufe as
little pain as poﬂibl}r I r:uuld to the woman.
I fay, as little, for it is impofiible it thould be
done quite without, tho’ moft women in this
condition are not fenfible of it; or if they
are, have not ftrength to complain, occafion-
ed by the great lofs of blood and fpirits. As
my fingers were entering the womb, it felt
no otherwife than a bladder, and coming with-
in it, I open’d the membranes, and feeling the
child ftill f{wimming in its water, this gave me
a good opportunity to get the feet, and to ac-
complith the delivery of the child, which
however had been dead fome time before.
Iimmediately after the mother recover’d fome-
what of her fwoonings, and the burning heat
about the heart ceafed, owing perhaps their
origin to the vapours rifen out of the womb,
which I leave to the determination of the
dotors.
It is obfervable, that in all deliveries, that
part whica appears firlt comes forth laft ; thefe
are



[ 254 ]

are the membranes of the after-burthen,
which firft prefent themfelves before the inner
orifice of the womb, being forced thither by
the pains, and the water contained within
them.  After the breaking of thefe mem-
branes, follows the head or any other part of
the child ; after that the womb-cake or after-
burthen, and at laft the two membranes. In
fome women the membrane ammnios is fepara-
ted from the chorion, as it was in this wo-
man, the agmnios enclofing the navel-ftring,
and the chorion the after-burthen; fometimes
there remains part of the amnios adhering to
the infide of the womb, which by reafon of
its thin fubftance is not to be feparated thence
without danger, but is commonly brought
away with the flooding, without any further
Inconveniency.

I brought forth the after-burthen, which
appear’d very found, tho’ fomewhat dry, which
as well as the death of the child was by the
dotors attributed to the vaft lofs of blood of
the mother.

When I reflect upon this cafe, I can’t but
pity a great many women, who are loft for
want of timely help, upon fuch occafions.
I ftaid with our patient till midnight, when
leaving her to the care of her mothcr and
nurfe, I charg’d them not to give her above
two {poonfuls of fuod at a time, fometimes
of broth, fometimes of jelly of mzats, and

fometimes a {poonful of wine, for fear, by
tukmg
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taking too much at once, fhe might be in
danger of being fuffocated, as I have known
it to have happen’d in other perfons, which
I thought not fit to pafs by in filence, to
ferve as a warning to fuch as attend women
in child-bed, to be cautious how they admi-
nifter food to thofe under their care, let them
be never fo weak, the excefs thereof being of
mortal confequence.

The next day fhe purfued the fame courfe,
finding now no other inconveniency but her
want of ftrength; her flooding was very mo-
derate, and fo was the motion of the milk
betwixt the fourth and fifth day; and as it
began to abate, her left foot began to {well
from the fixth till the ninth day, when the
leg alfo began to {well, and at laft the thigh,
attended with moft violent pains.

We prefcrib’d her an cintment made of
oil of camomil and of {weet almonds, up-
on which we laid a poultice made of new
milk, crumbs of white bread, the yolks of
eggs and fome faffron, adding to it fome of
the emollient herbs, as the mallows, althea,
violet leaves and the roots of white lillies
bruifed. About the twelfth day the pain was
fomething abated in the affected parts, but
fhifted to the right thigh, leg and foot. The
do&tors alk’'d me, Whether there might be any
2l] difpofition in the womb ; 1 told them, No; -
and {carching the exterior parts, I found them
in a goedicondition, which I declared to the

doltors,
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dottors, adding, That according to my opis
mion, ithis fwelling might owe its origin to
the pblegmatic “bumour that abounded in the
bleod, caufed by the late great lofs of blood
and [pirits. Accordingly they prefcribed di-
vers remedies (fuch as have been mention-
ed already before) which being prepar’d
by Mr. Janfton, a noted apothecary, per-
form’d its operation fo fuccefsfully, that
the patient was able to bear a purge the
cighteenth day after her delivery. This
‘purge being follow’d immediately after by
a fmall loofenefs, and a f{trong evacuation
thro’ the urinal veflels, the {welling abat-
ed, and ithe was reftored to her former
health.

This violent flux of blood may ferve as
an inftance to men-midwives, sthat, as they
ought to proceed with circumfpeftion in
fuch cafes, fo they muft not be faint-heart-
ed, and not prefer their reputation before
the fafety of the life of a woman. Had
this been a perfon of note, perhaps no
body would have ventar’d upon this ope-
ration, as I did. But I fay again, in fuch
cales you ought to have more regard to
God and your neighbour, than any other
confiderations : To God, who muft needs
be highly difpleafed with fuch a negle&:
to our neighbour, who ought not to be
left deflitute in {fuch prefling emergencies,

in which many times a poor woman comes
oft
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off better than thofe of a higher rank. I can-
not conclude this head better, than with what
Dr. Bovillet, a moft expert perfon, and Phy-
fician to his Highnefs the Prince of Conde,
faid to us, when he came to vifit our patient ;
viz. That in fuch cafes as thefe, it was the du-
ty of every boneft man firiéily to follow the Rules
of bis profeffion or art, without any regard to
the condition or quality of the patient, or fo the
cenfures of the world,

SEROSTEI04 HEIH STIER 518 4138 SEID0 BT HEH8 s SRR N8
OpitErRvATION. LXXX.

The Delivery of a Woman of three Children,
the firft alive and perfeit, the other two being
dead.

ARCH the 18th, 1683, I was fent for at

ten o’clock at night to a gentlewoman

in Labour, in St. Martin’s fireet, 1n the parifh
of St. Mederic, who complaining of moft vio-
lent pains in her hips and fundament ; upon
fearch I found nothing as yet approaching
to a labour, nor any opening of the womb,
except that it began to bear downwards to the
outward orifice ; fo that being able to touch
with my finger -its whole circumference, and

feel
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fecl its weight, T judged the child to be well
turned. Thus I returned home again ; but the
pains increafing I was fent for again the next
morning, at two o’clock, when I found the
membranes appearing full of water : I began
to hope for a fpeedy delivery, notwithftand-
ing the woman had for feveral days paft been
much troubled with continval vomiting, with=
out being able to keep either any folid or li-
quid matter in her ftomach ; belides that, {he
was corpulent, complained of a ftrange fick-
nefs in her ftomach ; and that, the could f{carce
feel the child to ftir, a thing often-complained
of by women in ladour, which now began to
advance pretty well in our patient. About
four a clock in the morning I ordered her a
clyfter made only of the decottion of white
brﬁad, and four ounces of well defpumated
honey ; after which finding the membranes
with the child to advance apace, I ordered
the woman to be laid conveniently upon a
bed, whereupon the membranes breaking,
there iffued thence two or three pounds of
water, the child following immediately with
the crown of its head foremoift, which thence
they call in France a Coronation. I then or-
dered her to be laid a-crofs the bed again, foon
‘after which the pains increafing, and the
child making its way forward, the head came
out; fo 1 laid one of my hands on each
fide of the ears, and pulled out the whole
child, which cried immediately, an infall}bla

ign
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fign of its being alive and well. The navel-
&rmg being tw1f’ced round its waift, I untwift-
ed it, and tied a ftring with a knot on it, two
inches breadth from the child’s belly (as has
beerr told before) but judging by the flender
bulk of the child, that there might perhaps
be another behind in the womb, I ‘tied another
ftring two inches higher, and then cut the
ﬂ:ung betwixt the two knots.

Notwithftanding this, 1 fearched after the
after-burthen of the ﬁrﬂ: pulling gently by
the navel-ftring, without the leaft violence,
and conveying my hand along the ftring within
the orifices, I drew out the after-hmthen entire
with its membranes; but letting my fingers
flip further into the womb, I felr a {mall
hand, which I told to the woman’s hufband,
and foon after finding my hand bedawbed
with an ill-fcented {lime, I judged the child
to be dead. Whillt I was endeavouring to
turn the child in the womb, 1 felt a cer-
tain fubftance the bignefls of the fharp end
- of a neats-tongue faftened near the inner
orifice of the womb, with a firing joined
to it, which making me to fufpect it to be an
after-burthen, I let it alone ; but turning my
fingers to the right fide of tnﬂ bottom t:sf the
womb, I found there fome protuberances, not
unlike bruifed bones fqueezed flat and clofe to- -
gether. I left thefe alfo, to fearch for t]‘.u:
feet, which I found, but wuhﬂut any {kin ;
__pulled by the toes as you would do wuh a her-—

S5 2 ring
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ring by the tail, it being of the fame bignefs,
tho’ near a foot long. The body was putrified
and quite dried up, covered with a yellow ex-
cremsent 3 the head was quite flat, and the
bones [queezed together: the under-jaw was
{plit, but covered with a putrid reddith mat-
ter ; you could difcern neither eyes nor nofe ;
the hands had their true fhape, but were
quite dried up. The navel-ftring was faftened
to the after-burthen, within an inch of its
edge, and refembled in fhape a neat’s-tongue.
I conveyed my fingers along it, and met with
another child, lefler than the former, being of
the bignefs, and as dry as a red-herring ; the
head was as flatas a crown-piece, without any
brains ; the chin turned towards the right
fhoulder ; the body was of the fame thicknefs
with the head; the eyes were difcernable in
their proper places: the nofe crooked, and the
mouth {plit; the chin had its natural fhape,
but no broader than the edge of a crown-piece ;
the neck was of the length of a quarter of an
inch; the arms and legs were flat and {queezed
together, like the reft of the body; which
made me conjefture, that they had been thus
prefled for want of room in the womb ; but
what moft furprifed me was their different
fize.

For the laft child was only eightinches long ;
the fecond, which was moft putrified, a foot ;
and the firft-born was alive and quite perfect,
and immediately after its birth difcharged its

3 Meconum,
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Meconium, or black excrements. I found the
navel-ftring of thefe two laft clofely joined to
the hindermoft part of the womb, with both
the navel-ftrings inferted into it. I began to
feparate it from the womb, beginning on the
peaked end, which being very dry and hard
ftuck very clofe, yet I made fhift to peel it oft
by degrees, like as we do with the rind of an
orange ; which, as it is not to be done without
great trouble and pain, fo it is without any
further danger, provided yon proceed with
due caution ; it being obfervable, That women
after an bard labour do better in their lying-in
(generally [peaking) than thofe who are delivered
with more eafe, efpecially if they have had the
advantage of a fkilful man-midwife or midwife,
whereof I could give you many inflances of my
own experience. The reafon whereof, as alfo,
why fo many women in this year 1683, have
born two or three children at once (a thing
not obferved in many years before) I leave to
the judgment of the phyficians. [ have de-
livered feveral of them, and this laft mentioned
could not but puzzle my thoughts, that a wo-
man fhouid be delivered of three children at
once, one whereof fhould prove perfect and
well, the other two dead, of fo differenta fize,
with one after-burthen to both; befides that,
the lealt of all was not fo much putrified as
the other., I know I fhall be told, it isa fu-
perfeetation ; but after all, this does not fatisfy

my underftanding; and Iam apt to believe,
- S 3 will
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will not do fo to others. T leave it therefore
to the determination of the phyficians, who are
the moft proper judges of it.

But to return to our obfervation : the edge
of the after-burthen of thefe two laft children
was very hard and dry. The navel-firing
of the fmalleft child was joined to the after-
burthen near the edge, oppofite to the navel-
ftring of the other child; neither appeared
there the leaft fign of any membranes, yet
I found fome {mall remnants of them (up-
on fearch with my hand) within the womb,
which were much putrified. I brought them
out thence with abundance of coagulated
blood, and then ﬁepped her privy parts with
a cloth.

As this was an uncommon cafe which fel-
dom ends without fome 1ill {fymptoms to the
woman, I defired Dr. Vafteus and Dr. Auzon,
both learned phyficians of the faculty of Pa-
ris to give her a vifit, which they did, and or-
dered an ounce of {yrrup of maiden-hair, mixt
with the {.me quantty of oil of {weet al-
monds. I had given her immediately after
her delivery two ounces of the fame fyrup,
mixt with the juice of three four oranges ; fhe
did extremely well that whole day, and the
foliowing night, withouat any after-pains, tho’
it w. her firt lying-in, Her flooding fucceed-
ed well, without a fever, head-ach, or the
leaft pain in any other part. I applied to the
inferior region of her bclly, juft above the

womb,
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womb the following plaifter, which much
promoted the flooding : this plaifter is famous,
for that it was ufed by our Queen, by the ad-
vice of the Lady Foquet. Its compofition is
only of cerus ten ounces, of red-lead one pound,
Venice foap ten ounces, and oil of olives two
pounds; boil and mix it to the confiftency of
a plaifter.

It is excellently good to be laid upon the
navel of a woman, eight days before: and after
her delivery ; but the muft keep her bed all the
while: you muft change it as often as it be-
comes dry. It has divers other fingular vir-
tues, not to be mentioned here, as being beyond
our purpofe. 1 had this receipt from Dr de
Beleval, Chancellor of the univerfity of Mont-
pelier, and Mr. Pecpuet. Mr. Janfton felis
abundance of 1t, 1t being of fingular virtue to
promote the flooding in child-bed women,
whereof you have an inftance in this ; for no
fooner was it applied, but a whitifh matter if-
fued from the womb, {uppofed to be the rem-
nants of the coagulated blood, becaufe the
turning of the milk does not happen till be-
twixt the fecond and fixth day ; befides that,
this was a watery fubftance. I ordered her
for nine days fucceflively a clyfter, made of
the emollient decoction, mixt with three oun-
ces of honey, which fucceeded fo well, that
. fhe felt not the leaft fymptoms of a fever, and
continues very well and fat fince,

S 4 OBSER-
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OsservaTion LXXXI.

Of a wviolent Flux of Blood, followed by a Fe-
tus, inclofed in its Membranes, like an Egg
without the Shell.

PRIL 22d, 1682, I was called to a wo-

man afflicted with a violent flux of
blecod, and who had evacuated a great quantity
of coagulated blood before my coming Confi-
dering ﬂlc had ftrength enough as yet, I let her
fix ounces of blood, after which fhe fainted for
half an hour, but then recovered. I conveyed
my fingers into the neck of the wumb
whence I brought forth many clods of coagu-
lated blood. 'lhrs and a natural ftool, gave
her great eafe, tho’ the fame is moft to be at-
¢ributed to the letting of blood, whercof 1 have
h:d frequent experience in women troubled
with the flux of blood. - I ordered her after
this fome nourifhment, and, two hours after,
divers clyfters of the decoction of cooling and
emollient herbs, fuch as mallows, althea, vi-
olet leaves, lettuces, and purflain, which laft
is of fingular virtue in ftopping bloody fluxes,
ufed either in clyfters, or taken inwardly,
efpecially if you take of its juice fqueezed out

of
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of the herb, and depurated three times a day,
with a little fugar

You may in this cafe alfo apply to the hips
and the outward orifice of the womb, cloths
dipped in warm water mixed with vinegar ; but
vinegar, in which you have fhf'ptd be*”me hand_
fome lethargicum of gold, 1s much better.
You muft put a pound of this kethargicum into
three pounds of the firongeft vinegar, and let
it ftand in hot afhes, after ftirring it up with
a ftick. The vinegar you muft feparate from
the Jlethargicum by percolating 1t thro’ a cloth,
and then mix it with water, as you do with a
common oxycrate, with c:rdmary vinegar ; but
this is white as milk, and of greater effedt,
this and divers other diftempers.

The clyfters that had been applied to our
patient not coming away as they ought to do,
I ordered her another of the fame deco&ion,
but with the addition of three ounces of ho~
ney, which had the defired effeét ; and tho’ the
flux did not ceafe, yet was 1t much diminifhed.
About three o’clock in the afternoon 1 was
fent for again, when meeting there with Dr,
Paichal, a very curious perfon, I defired him to
infpet with me the clods of blood evacuated
by our patient. Among thefe we difcovered a
black membranous body, inclining to a mufcu-
lous fubftance, covered in many places with co-
agulated pieces of blood, fixt as it were within
the fubftance of the membranes ; the whole of
the bignefs of a walnut with its great rind.

UPDII
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Upon an exa& view and touch I found it
pretty hard, which made me tell Dr, Pafcal,
that it certainly contained a feetus, or at leaft
fome water. I opened it very gently, for fear
of fpoiling the feetus (if any fuch there thould
be) and in the midft of it difcovered a thin-
tranfparent bladder, of the bignefs of a hazle-
nut, in thape not unlike an egg, full of a tranf-
parent liquor, containing a fmall, white, and
qleaginous fubftance, appearing like the firft
draught or beginning of a child, being of the
bignefs only of a fly or a clove. Round about
this bladder, which contained the feetus, I
faw, within the membranous circumference, di-
vers other bladders, refembling the fmall eggs
you fec in the knots of pullets with eggs, or to
a bunch of fmall grapes, all tranfparent, but
of a diffcrent fize, the biggeft not exceeding
the bignefs of a {mall pea. You might alfo
compare thefe bladders to thofe raifed by burn-
ing upon our fkin.

The patient had told us, That, according to
bor reckoning, fhe awas three months gone with
cild. fhe havving not bad ber monthly times fince ;
but the feetus bearing not the leaft proportion
to that time, it might be fuppofed that it died
long before, for want of due nourithment, oc-
cafioned by the great quantity of coagulated
. blood, whitch furrounded the membranes to the
thicknefs of half an inch. The membrane or
{kin which contained the liquid {ubftance, was
joined to the mufculous part by another {mall

{kin,
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fkin, being much thinner than that which
contained the feetus, which being as thin as
the fineft and thinneft taffety, contained a
tranfparent liquor, and was thicker in that part
where the navel-firing was in it. This blad-
der, which in all refpects refembled an egg
without its hard fhell, might afford fome {pe-
culation, whether mankind are progenerated in
eggs, like the birds ; but this being beyond
my compafs, I leave to the confideration of
abler perfons than myfelf. I took this tender
{kin entire, with its water and feetus, and put
it into a bottle with clear fpring water, for
fear that the {pirit of wine fhould confume its
{kin, which was very tender and thin.
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