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TO

&

Epmunp SaANXAY, Eg;

Dear Sigr,
OUR acknowledged {kill in

your profeflion, and particu~
larly in that branch of it which

is the fubje@ of thefe lettures, will
not fuffer me to doubt for a mo-
ment the propriety of fixing your
name to them. I could not have
chofe a more capable judge, and 1
do not wifth for a more candid one.
As much as I regard you for your
abilities, exerted in a long and {uc-
cefsful practice, I admire you ftill
more for that ingenuity of heart,
which is a ftranger to felfithnefs, en-
vy, and pride ; qualities which fully
the greateft merit, and which too
often prevail among candidates of the
a {ame
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fame profeffion.  As I never heard
you detra¢t from the reputation of
your brethren, I never found you
unwilling to communicate any thing
that mightitend to the improvement
of medicine, deeming it infamous to-
confult . private intereft, where the
good of human kind is concerned.
I flatter myfelf thefe leGures and
notes will throw {fome light upon the
nature of a diforder, which it is fo
much the intereft of fociety to check
by every poflible remedy. In the
tranflation I have endeavoured to re-
trench the repetition of my author,
and, in the notes, to convey -{uch
hints as have been fuggefted to me
by my own experience. If the pe-
rufal of thefe fheets {hall afford you
any pleafure in your retreat from the
world, T fhall think my time not
wholly mifemployed. If the public

- receive
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receive any benefit, I am fully re-
compenced. However, let the fate
of this work be what it will, 1 hope
you will do me the juftice to be-
lieve, that I want to borrow no un-
deferved influence from your name,
and afk no protection for errors and
miftakes from your authority.

That many years may be referved
for you to {pend with dignity a for-
tune acquired with reputation; is the
ardent wifh of,

Dear Sir,
Your very humble,

And obliged Servant,

J. WATHEN.

a2






PREFACE

HE reputation of Boerhaave is fo uni-

verfally eftablithed, that it is a fuffi-
cient recommendation of the following Lec-
tures to fay they were compofed by that great
profeflor. By what means they came to fee
the light, after lying {o long dormant, the
Leyden editor has not informed us. The
fmalleft remains of a great genius are pre-
ferved with care, and the rudeft draughts of
a mafterly pen are fuperior to the moft cor-
rect productions of middling authors. The
inaccuracies which run through this perform-
ance make it probable, that it did not receive
the laft finithing hand of its author. How-
ever, with all its imperfeGtions, I doubt not
but it will be found to contain fuch judicious
obfervations on the origin, nature, and cure
of the Venereal Difeafe, as no later difcoveries
have rendered obfolete.

Our author declares, that nothing of im-
portance had been added to this fubject by the
moderns, to the time of thefe le@ures ; and

from
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from that perio-d the only diftinguithed im-
provemqnt is in the compofition and ufe of
the Bougie ; for as to the Solution, other
mercurial medicines, and the various decoc-
tions given in conjunc&ion with them, or
alone, ‘they are nothing elfe than a revival of
the ancient practice ; from whence, neverthe-
lefs, confiderable advantages have been derived,
as they afford us the ftrongeft proofs, that the
difeafe, in many inftances, may be cured with-
out having fo frequent recourfe to a falivation.’

Upon the whole, as this treatife feemed to
contain many ufeful hints, it was judged not
unworthy of appearing in an Englith drefs.
The tranflator claims no other merit but that
nf attemptmg to convey the fenfe in the
cleareft and concifeft manner; and rﬂducmg
the original into a fmaller c*ﬂmpafs, without
lofing any valuable remark. = 1

The tautologies and digreflions which are
permitted in a courfe of lectures, will not be
indulged in a regular differtation. I have,
therefmc, taken the liberty ‘of retrcnchmg,
abridging, ‘and enlarging = thofe ' paffages
which were either fuperfluous, tedious, or

defetive.
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defective. The critic may fpare himfelf the

trouble of examining the ftyle of this per-
formance, if he pleafes ; becaufe the tranflator
has not aimed at gratifying him in that re-
fpe@, but rather endeavoured to imitate his
author, in preferring perfpicuity to ornament,
and the importance of his obfervations to their
elegance. After all, I am fenfible there are
faults in this performance which would make
me fearful of venturing it into the world, if I
did not flatter myfelf, that thofe who are moft
capable of difcerning errors are the readieft to
excufe them.

I fhall only add, that the Notes are the
refult of long experience and practice ; and if
they fhall contribute any thing to the im-
provement of Chirurgery, the author’s defign
will be fufficiently anfered.

Devonfhire-Square,”
Sept. 20, 1763,
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bitants. Whilft they were in Italy, they hap-
pened to meet with a certain prince advanced
in age, who formerly had the greateft intimacy
with the father of this noble youth; and
having engaged the friendfhip of this young
centleman, by the many honours and favours
conferred upon him, the prince aftked, Whither
he was next going ? The youth anfwered,
To Venice, for the fake of being prefent at
the carnival. He no fooner heard this, than
he burft into a flood of tears, and embracing
the young man, he fetched a deep figh, and
faid, ¢ O lovely youth, had I but been in the
fame fituation you now are, received the {ame
advice, and followed the friendly counfel, Ihad
not now been condemned, an infirm old man,
to fpend a folitary life in this palace without
children.” Inftruted by this example, may
you, my noble auditors, be the more f{olicitous
to avoid this thameful difeafe, and affift others
by your good advice.

The immortal Chriftopher Columbus was
born in Portugal. This man, in the year 1488,
prefented a petition to his moft faithful majefty,
defiring he would grant him fome fhips, with
which he might purfue a defign he had long
and maturely thought of, viz. of difcovering the
unknown and richeft parts of the globe: but
it happened not long before, that the king
(who was well fkilled in affairs of this nature)
_being induced by the hope of gain, had caufed
an expedition to be undertaken to Guinea in

Africa, called the Gold Coaft; the ill fuccefs

of
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of which rendered him deaf to the follicitations
of Columbus.

He then fent his brother, Bartholomew Co-
lumbus, into Britain, to fee if he could prevail
on king Henry VIII. to promote his defign.
To him he prefented a map, wherein was de-
lineated the now newly difcovered world:
(which, neverthelefs, the late celebrated Sir Hans
Sloan, after the moft diligent fearching of the
royal library, confefes he was never able to find,
as we are informed in his hiftory of the ifland
of Jamaica ; but tells us, there was fomething
of that kind drawn on tapeftry in the palace.)
Being repulfed here alfo, he went into Spain,
where, by the affiftance of the queen’s con-
feflor, he prevailed on her majefty to give him
{eventeen thoufand florins to begin the expedi-
tion ; which having performed, he returned to
Europe from America, on the 4th of March (a
fatal day) 1493: he not only difcovered the
new world, and arrived with great riches, but
with them alfo imported the Venereal Difeafe ;
and this appears to me to have been the true
origin of this difeafe in Europe.

In the fpace of three years it was become fo
frequent and terrible, that Antonius Beunive-
pius fays, in the firft chapter of his book,
De abditis nonmullis ac admirandis morborum &
fanationum caufis. This difeafe then, viz. 14906,
had fpread itfelf over the greateft part of
Europe. .

In the year 1494 Charles VIII, king of
France, declared war againft Alphonfus king of
Az Naples,
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Naples, and befieged Naples with his troops 3
at which time the difeafe had not yet appeared
in the French army ; but it fo happened, that
the Neapolitans, who were refolved on the moft
refolute defence, expelled the whores, asan im-
pediment to the war. Thefe meeting with a
welcome reception from the French, in return,
prefented their lovers with the firft {fymptoms
of this diftemper.

Fracaftorius, in his book De morbis conta-
giofis, tells us, that this malady was never
known before this time, but that afterwards
it appeared fuddenly every where; whence
alfo 1 believe it a difeafe then new to Eu-
rope. -

It is remarkable, that, in the year 1464,
fome writings were publifhed, chiefly in Spain,
Italy, &c. in which were defcribed fome un-
common difeafes, but principally thofe which
affeCted - the parts of generation. On which
account many have been of opinion that this
diforder was known at that time, which was
before America was difcovered ; and fome emi-
nent writers in Britain have produced fome
things from ancient records, from which they
have endeavoured to prove, that the virulent
gonorrbea was communicated by infeted wo-
men to men, and that in the moft ancient
times *,

Others

* An abftract of thefe records, fo far as they relate to
this fubject, were colleted by Mr. William Beckett, and
publifhed in the 3oth vol. of the Philofophical Tranfactions,

N°. 357
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 Others have thought that this diftemper was
known to Hippocrates and Galen, nay, even to
Mofes, and by him defcribed in the facred
writings, which opinion does not appear to be
true. 1 do not affert this precipitately, but after
the moft critical enquiry, and the ftrongeft
convidion of its truth. 1 fay, fuch a difeafe
never did appear before the years 1493 and
1496 ; I mean fuch as bore a like form, was
excited by fuch caufes, affected fuch parts, and
produced fimilar effects : otherwife indeed very
many difeafes bear fome refemblance to it, but
from thence nothing can be deduced with re-
{pect to this contagion ; for the true diftemper
(except a few rare inftances) contaminates every
one who has to do with an infected man or wo-
man ; but there is no difeafe which {o fudden-
ly, and in this manner, affe@s the parts con-
cerned with fuch violence ; and is thus difperfed
all over ILurope, |

1. But as this fubject deferves our farther .
confideration, we fhall obferve fieft, that the
Jeabies or itch, (a firange difeale) was known
before the time above-mentioned, which being
endued with certain volatile or fpiritucus ¢fflu-

Ne. 357. His authorities are eight in number, taken from
manufeript and unpublifhed writings; the principal of thefe
is what he produces from a manuftript treatife of John
Ardern, an eminent Englith furgeon in the 14th century,
who fpeaks of a burning, and calls it an inward heat and
excoriation of the urethra. X

A like defcription is given by fome other ancient Englifh
writers, who have called this complaint, the ficknefs of
brenning,

A3 vd,
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via, almoft every one is expofed to its infection.
For at firft having its feat in the thin epider-
mis only, it affecs all thofe warm parts to which
it comes in clofe contat: as the diforder
{preads, it degenerates into cruftaceous ulcers,
renders the body filthy, and apenetratcs by flow
degrees into the memg;-amz adipofa. No part of
the body is exempted from it, not even the
parts of generation; fo that if a man who is
free from the [cabies, has to do with a woman
affected by it in her private parts (& vice verfa)
he will certainly catch this diforder, but in
¢very other refpe it has nothing in common
with the lues venerea.

2. There was alfo a diforder called the
[fcabies vera, before the above-mentioned period,
infe@ing the cutis, infinuating itfelf into the
fat of the body, and affecting the rete malpighit;
from whence proceed fubcutaneous, finuous
ulcers, wafting the fat, and opening themfelves
on every fide. It occupies alfo every part, not
excepting the genitals : this is yet more conta-
gious than the preceding, but differs exceed-
ingly from the venereal difeafe, although many
have thought it the fame diforder.

3. The leprofy of the Jews was alfo known ;
a difeafe defcribed by Mofes in Lewiticus, whofe
account ought to be read with the greateift
attention, as we may there {ee with what care
the antients treated difeafes: It has its feat in
the cuticula, cutis, and membrana adipofa ; is as
white as {now, {caly, and, according to its de-
gree, caufes the hair to fall off, or otherwife,

This
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This difeafe is fo contagious, that Mofes pro-
hibited thofe who were infected from all com-
merce with others; nay, even commanded
them, when they went out, to cover their
noftrils and mouths with thin plates. It occu-
pies all the parts, even thofe of generation: 2
whole army may be inftantly affeGed by it;
whence many have fuppofed it to be the foul
difeafe, though without any foundation.

4. The Elephantiafis Was alfo known and
accurately defcribed by Aretzus; it was called
the Lepra Arabum & Judaorum, 2 moft horrid
difeafe, which arofe from the eating of {wine’s
fleth in Afia; and under the Line, by feeding
on fat and grofs meats, not only of fwine, but
alfo human flefh. It begins in the fat of the
body, raifing it into large tubercles of a dread-
ful colour, perfectly refembling the fkin of an
elephant : it waftes the body, induces an uni-
verfal decay, caufes fuffocation,and diffolves the
foft parts into a rancid lard; 2 [phacelus fuc-
ceeds, which feparates or falls off in large mor-
tified portions, a particular circumf{tance that
never happens in the /ucs venerea. It is a dif-
eafe wholly incurable, infeting otbers with
the greateft celerity, which is the only proper-
ty it hath in common with the venereal difeafe.
It firft appears in {pots, then tubercles ; thele
becoming larger and larger, putrefy and pe-
netrate even to the bones: at length the mor-
tified parts drop off ; puftules alfo arife on the
glans, penis and praputium. This difeare is fo
horrid, that our anceftors trading in {hips to

Ag India,
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India, left (by public authority) thofe who
were infeCted in a certain appointed ifland,
there to end their miferable lives.

5. It we were to confider alfo the phlegmon
erifipelas, and ulcers of thefe kinds in the parts
of generation, they will be found to differ in
nothing from thofe of other parts. Many
affeCted with thefe have applied to me, fuppof-
ing themfelves infected with the venereal difor-
der, whilfta pblegmon or erifipelas only had occu-
pied thofe places; and thefe difeafes fo clearly
diftinguifh themfelves from venereal, that it is
almoft impoffible a fkilful phyfician can be de-
¢eived. It is true thefe effects have been faid
to be contagious, and the antients have rightly
pronounced, that there is fome contagion in
every acute difeafe. In thefe diforders an ine
fection is communicated with the greatet faci-
lity in thofe warm places under the equator and
between the tropics ; for in that intenfe heat the
humours are more quickly changed into a pu-
trid ftate; as is obferved by Bernoelius, of
thofe elephants who are killed by falling from
high mountains, in a very fhort time no-
thing bat the fkeleton remains : and the fame
thing is true of whales, who when dead are caft
on the fhore, |

In Afia a natural fordes is colleCted on the
genitals under the preputium, which becoming
acrid, produces very bad effets. Thefe, of all
others, approach neareft the Lues : they have
pot, however, the leaft relation toit. All thofe

nations
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nations deprive themfelves of the preputium,
and are from neceflity circumcifed, that fo they
may be preferved from thefe diforders. Nay,
even our own feamen experience thus much
whilft in thefe countries, that unlefs they daily
wafh the infide of the prapuce with a faline or
acetous lotion, they are fpeedily affected with
this difeafe. It is therefore not to be won-
dered at, that phyficians, who have not at-
tended to thefe circumftances with great ac-
curacy, have thought this to be the /Jues ve-
nerea. .

Notwithftanding what has been hitherto
urged, it is evident that the =ra 1 have fixed is
the very time the venereal difeafe was firft feen
in Europe : this is ftill more confirmed by the
concurrent teftimony of thofe authors who
wrote at that time; nor do I know one of
them of a different opinion.  See, for example,
Jacobus Carpus, Fracaftorius, Fernelius, and
all the Italians ;- whofe works on this fub-
ject I lately collected and publithed, with a
preface of my own.

Ye now underftand with me, that there
have been many ulcerous, f{cabious, and le-
prous difeafes, all of them contagious, affeit-
ing all the parts of the body at the fame time,
and of confequence the genitals; therefore
let no one imagine a difeafe cannot exift, which
hath certain {ymptoms in common with the
Jues venerea, though at the fame time 't may
be affirmed, that no one from thence can prove
all the pathognomonic figns to have been the

fame
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fame, and fo to be the fame difeafe; nay, or
that any one of the {kilful antients, have given
a fingle example of a difeafe partaking of the
venereal poifon, or that terminated in fuch ef-
fects as the lues wenerea produces.

But that which has been urged moft of all
is, what is related by the moft antient of all
authors (I mean Mofes). This great man, and
legiflator, gave fuch laws to his filthy and lafcivi-
ous people, whilft wandering in a defart, as not
onlyregarded their morals, but alfo the welfare
of their bodies, which all other lawgivers have
neglected: thiswife leader took fuch caution, that
in an army of 300000, no difeafe fhould arife.
He has moft accurately defcribed the difeafes
which at that time prevailed in Afia and Egypt;
and whenever there was danger of contagion,
he prevented it by the utmoft care and caution,
as may be feen in Lewviticus ; which book, in-
dependent of facred things, contains a natural
hiftory written with infinite wifdom. In the
xvth chapter, Mofes has given fuch a defcrip-
tion, that from thence many eminent men have
deduced an argument, that the venereal dil-
eafe was known at that time in the Jewiih
army. - |

Ye well know, that in every kind of ani-
mal there are no parts fo rank and fetid as thole
{ubfervient to generation; and that by how
much the more lafcivious any animal is, by fo
much thefe parts are always more fetid ; and
this fator is yet ftill more increafed during the

venereal orgafm. Befides, it is well known,
that
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¢hat no parts are more naked, and therefore the

more fufceptible of inflamation, ulceration, and
fuppuration; for in them the folid cutis is
wanting, as we find in the infide of the pre-

putium, urethra, and fuperficies of the glans;

and throughout the whole internal furface of

the vwla in women, in all thefe parts the

true fkin terminates at the edges of their labidy .
and though the epidermis is ftill continued, it > ™’ ‘gﬁ
then becomes a true épitbelion. B/

In hot countries thefe parts are more parti-
cularly expofed to the three difeafes above-
mentioned; and are eafily infeCted, efpecial-
ly in thofe men who have not been circum-
cifed, and where the natural fordes prevails
between the concavity of the preputium and
the convexity of the glans, (See Pifo on the
excrement of thofe parts.) In Afia, Africa,
and America, inflamations, ulcerations, and
large fuppurations arife from the putrefency of
this colluvies, but never the true lues venerea ;
for a man with ulcers in thefe parts, having
commerce with a woman, will infe&t her in-
deed, but not with the venereal difeale.

I have feen an inflance of thefe ulcers in this
colder climate, A nobleman came to me,
greatly affli®ed in thefe parts, declaring at the
{ame time he had never touched the body of
awoman ; on examination I difcovered a fordid
and deep ulcer upon the glans under the pre-
puce: at firlt indeed I thought it verereal,
efpecially when I perceived the difcharge to
be apparently the fame as in the /ues. Ithought

- it
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‘count of malignant ulcers arifing from coition;
but all this being duly confidered, prove no-
thing more than that thefe parts are {fubject to
common ulcerations.

From what has been faid, it is evident how
‘neceflary circumcifion is, to prevent the above-
‘mentioned evils: Hence the Jews, who are
extremely addited to venery, continue that
cuftom to this day; and they are thereby lefs
affe¢ted with a gomorrbea than others whofe
preputium is entire, becaufe the natural fordes
is not in them fo eafily retained.

We cannot read but with furprize what Mo-
fes fays in the xvth chapter of Levitus, where
he has defcribed a fourfold mafculine gonorrhea
in thefe words (verfe 2.) If any man bath a
running iffue out of bis flefh (i.e. any genital
liquor) becaufe of bis iffue be fhall be unclean.
—The firft fpecies is contained in the firft
part of the 3d verfe, thus—awhetber bis flefb run
with bis iffue. This difcharge is with great
propriety faid to refemble the faliva, for, like
it, this humour is diftilled flowly and by de-
grees through the orifice of the wrethra, and
in this cafe he fays the man fhall be unclean,
&ec.

The fecond fpecies of the ganarrbﬂ;qdﬁﬁ:rib—
ed by Mofes in the latter part of the 3d verfe;
or bis flefh be flopped from bis iffuc: thatis, if
-the matter thall be f{o vifcid as to flicksto the
parts, and ob(iruét the difcharge of the {tmen,
“be flall be unclean, Up '

The
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The third fpecies is in verfe the 16th: And
pa "’7“?}" any man's ﬁgd of copulation go out from him,
be fhall be unclean,

The fourth fpecies is feen in the 33d verfe,
wherein a gonorrbaea peculiar to women ischiefly
intended and defcribed in thefe words, of ber
that is fick of ber flowers, although a fimilar
difeafe in men, is included herein : this isa
flux of liquid matter arifing from weaknefs.

According to the above arrangement, we may
underftand the firft kind defcribed by Mofes,
to be a difcharge that comes away by drops,
and is continued for a long time; even we our-
felves, in this colder climate, are often affeét-
ed in the fame manner. g.e. When a young
and healthful man has long abftained from ve-
nery, and then engages in amorous dalliances
with the fair fex, he may obferve, that in
making water, after the difcharge of the laft
drops of urine, fomething to be difcharged
flowly, and with an ungrateful fenfe, through
his urethra, and of a vifcid {limy nature; and
on prefiing the part, he will fee a pellucid li-
quor, like faliva, to pafs out of his penis; this
I have frequently cbferved in pradice®. Iffuch
men are coftive, this fymptom will return very
often, efpecially when they ftrain in expelling
the faces, which feems to agree precifely with
the account given by Mofes, whence I fuppofe
it to be the fame difeafe ; forin thofe hot coun-

* What is here defcribed, appears evidently to be the
liquor proftata.

e "{;m fo fRA WV tries,
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tries, this humour being colleéted in a place
of fo much warmth, prefently becomes pu-
trid to fuch a degree, that this legiflator
from thence forbade them all commerce with
others.

I would not, however, abfolutely affert this
to be the fame diforder I have above defcribed.
It is well known, that a {mall quantity of the
limpid oil of turpentine will give a violet-fmell
to the urine. A certain empiric having given
too large a doze for fome trivial complaint, it
not only caufed his patient to difcharge all his
urine, but at the fame time a great quantity of
maucilaginous fluid, which was the effe&t of
this hot medicine. Hence we fee, that by
heat thefe parts may be fo much irritated and
relaxed, that a kind of nutritious and chylous
fluid may be difcharged.

It may perhaps be thought, that fo many
cautions as Mofes prefcribes are unneceflary ;
but as we proceed you will fee their importance,
efpecially as when the gonorrbeas of women
are mentioned, fuch reftrictions are not there
infifted on.

There is a certain celebrated Rabbi, who
fays, That nothing is more deteftable to God
than a man to remain unmarried, and that the
law has taken care that no man fhali be with-
out a wife. Hence he fays it is, that Mofes
endeavours to prevent all fuch occafions as
might any ways hinder propagation: fc that
this writer feems indeed to have thought juitly
on the fubject. |

The
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The fecond fpecies of gonorrbea, which fre-
quently happens, is the emiffion of femen from
men in their fleep; when they awake in the
morning, and endeavour to make water, they
cannot difcharge it without difficulty, becaufe
the vifcous femen obftruts the paflage, which
in thofe hot countries may produce many
evils *, .

The third fort is, that in venereal dreams,
which Mofes neverthelefs {everely forbids ; and
they who thus difburden themfelves, he pro-
nounces impure till the evening.

The fourth feems to be only a fimple dila-
tation of the veflels. This ({peaking of men)
very rarely happens, nor do I remember to
have feen one example of it, although the an-

* I apprehend, this being diftinguifhed from the fol-
lowing, comprehends thefe circumflances omitted by our
author, viz. that it is difcharged during fleep, without
eretion, or any kind of venereal fenfation whatever.
‘I'hat it happens alfo in the day as well as in the night,
then intimated to the patient by a fenfe of fomething trick-
ling through the urethra, occurring more frequently in the

[fere intervals of {tool and urine than at the time of thole eva-

ations; for if it ever bethen expelled,we cannot diftinguifh
it from the liquor proftate otherwife than by its quantity.

have known this complaint continue fo long as to reduce
the patient to a great degree of weaknefs, accompanied
with a remarkable depreflion of fpirits. All thefe effetts
are generally the confequence of exceffive venery, by
which the duéts of the vefeicule feminales lofe their natu-
ra] rigidity, and become relaxed, flaccid, and incapable
of retaining the femen; fuch perfons have feldom any
venereal inclinations, but when they have, the poflibility

of gratifying them is commonly prevented by a premature
emiflion.

cient
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tient Greeks had defcribed it with great accu-
racy* : but in all thefe there is no venereal in-
fection§; nor is there any thing in all hiftory
that may be referred to the Jues venerea, aswe
have demonftrated.

We will now confider the difcharges more
peculiar to women. And, firft, that which
is defcribed in the 1gth verfe, &c. And if a
woman bave an iffue, and ber iffue in her flefb
. be blood, fle fhall be feparated, &c. The rea-
fons for feparation, &e. are obvious; for in
fuch a climate, the menftrual blood retained
in the warm wagina contracts the moft ran-
corous fputrcﬁ:cncy, and acquires o great a de-
gree of putrefaction, that a vigorous man ly-
ing with fuch a woman, would certainly re-
ceive an inflammation in the parts concerned,
a thing not uncommon in thofe countries;
and long fince defcribed by Hippocrates, Pliny,
and Galen: neverthelefs he will not be infeét-
ed with that venereal poifon, which fometimes
penetrates into the bones, and produces the
moft terrible ulcers, Hence then it was that
Mofes took care, to exclude fuch women from
all commerce with men, gave this affair the

% In its proper place I fhall produce fome inftances of
this complaint, which fo much refembles the virulent go-
norrbea, that it would be impoflible to diftinguifh the one
from the other; but that this is neither received by 3 vene-
real infeftion, nor does it communicate any to others.

See note, pag. 28.

B fanction






the VENEREAL DISEASE. 19

by phyficians in favour of the antiquity of the
venereal diftemper.

In the writings of the antients thefe difeafes
are largely difcuffed. Hippocrates has given
us a chapter concerning the pudenda of women,
and their difeafes. Celfus has defcribed the
diforders to which the wvz/va is fubje¢t. And
Pliny gives an account of thofe to which the
genitals of men are expofed ; and in them you
will find defcriptions of inflammations, phleg-
mons, erifipelas’s, carbuncles, and puftules,
about thefe parts: but at the fame time you
will obferve, that all the remedies they pre-
{cribe, are only water, vinegar, &c. as fuffi-
cient for their cure. Thus you fee that large
and inveterate ulcers were healed by common
remedies, which is a full proof that they were
not contagious ; and the only difficulty attend-
ing their cure arofe from venereal difpofitions,
by which thofe parts were fo much fwelled
and diftended, that the wounds almoft cica-
trized, were opened afrefh.

The next perfon who writes upon diforders
refembling the /ues is Hippocrates ; and he, in
his book De internis affectibus, mentions cer-
tain epidemical diftempers prevailing in Afia,
Greece, and the Mediterranean iflands ; fuch
as inflammations about the genitals, and fani-
ous ulcers; very difficult of cure; but, upon
mature confideration, we fhall find them to
‘be only epidemical complaints, For infiance,
in the plague, a bubo always rifes on the groin,

- B 2 yet
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yet it would be abfurd to conclude it venereal,
becaufethis fymptom is common tothe /zes: for
as Hippocrates juftly obferves, fuch tumors
appear in different epidemical diforders. So if
you examine what Celfus has faid in his chap-
ters on the difeafe of the genitals of men and
women, you will find he has defcribed no-
thing but inflammations, ulcers, and a two-
fold gomorrbea, cured with fimple and drying
medicines only.

 Pliny the elder writes, that, in the time of
Tiberius, there arofe a diftemper, which firft
affected the lips, and afterwards the chin, with
a foul and fpurcous balitus, from whence 1t was
called mentagra. 'This was difficult of cure:
but as the fame {ymptoms obtain in the itch,
apthe, and the like epidemical and endemical
diforders, there appears nothing in it of a vene-
real nature.

Galen adds nothing to what Hippocrates,
Celfus, and Pliny has obferved before him ;
and the refult is only, that all perfons in hot
countries, efpecially thofe who are given
to venery, are fubje& to putrid difeafes in

every part of the body, particularly the ge-
nitals.

This truth is fupported by two additional
confiderations.

1. The method of cure, which confifted
merely in fomentations, baths, regimen, de-

terging,
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terging, opening, drying, and fuch like medi-
cines, which have no relation at all to the
Jues,

2. That there was no contagion: for cer-
tainly, at the time when every man lived ac-
cording to his humour, if there had been a
difeafe fo contagious as the /ues, which in a
few days affeGted four hundred nobles in the
camp of Charles VIIL king of France, what
would have happened in thefe diffolute times ?
But in thofe times we have no memorial of
this infeGtion. From all that has been faid, I
will venture to affert, that it cannot be proved,
even by one inftance, that the venereal difeafe
appeared either in Europe or Afia before the
zra above-mentioned : Therefore this diforder
firlt difcovered itfelf in Spain and Portugal,
according to the unanimous opinion of the
moft ancient writers on this fubject. It never-
thelefs prevailed in other parts of the known
world before thofe times, even when the
Portuguefe undertook their firft unfuccefstul
expedition to Africa, where this diforder is en-
demical, and from whence it was conveyed into
America and Spain.

For the Portuguefe made it a practice to
purchafe flaves at the Guinea coaft, to culti-
vate their American conquefts.— So horrid a
cuftom prevails in this country, efpecially a-
mongft thife who inhabit the coaft of Guinea,
that parents fell their children, and chidren
their parents, to chriftians; and thefe flaves
carried the difeafe with them.

B3 That
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“Fhot the Americans, even to this day,
have a tradition, that the difeafe was unknown
amongft them before the arrival of the Por-
tuguefe and Spaniards; and that it was com-
municated to them by the negroes they brought
in their fhips.

Hence then we have reafon to believe it
originally African: and this opinion is the
more probable, becaufe the climate isvery hot;
the earth is parched up, and every autumn,
near the coaft, produces a general mortality.
"The manners of the inhabitants are fo libidi-
nous and depraved, fays Bofman, in his de-
fcription of Guinea, that it is cuftomary for
vagabond tribes, or bodies of men, whom
he calls Maopales, to purchafe a young girl,
whom they convey to a hut, or fome proper
place, where each fucceffively gratifies his de-
fire. ‘This they continue fo long, without
the leaft intermiffion, that the poor creature
dies,almoft putrid; and often they are concern-
ed with her even after fhe is dead. From
hence, this author fays, a malignant and ve-
nereal contagion is common to this people.

This accounts in fome meafure for the ori-
gin of this difeafe ; and the more, as their geni-
tals only are affected. The flaves there pur-
chafed and embarked, are obliged to be cured
in the voyage ; whilft others, who are worfe,
_are thrown overboard, leaft they fhould infect
the whole crew. ; |

To thofe who confider thefe things, there
is nothing furely more horrible than the prac-

tice
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But this will appear more evidently from a
remarkable hifiory related by Monf. de Blegny,
who tells us, that a girl of fourteen years or
age being chaftifed for fome wantonnefs by her
mother, left the houfe and fled into a mona-
ftery, where the monks feeing her unprotect-
ed, (not very confiftent with their character)
abufed themfelves with her for feveral days,
till at length fearing left the affair fhould be
difcovered, or perhaps having fatiated them-
felves, they fent her into the church, and pre-
tending to find her there by chance, they fent
her home: It was not long before fhe per-
ceived a violent heat of urine, which, after
endeavouring to conceal, fthe was compelled by
other fymptoms to difcover to her mother;
who fending for a furgeon, was informed
that her daughter had a gonorrbea from
diftention,  The girl at firft denied it;
but foon after fome tumors appearing in each
inguen, fhe confcfled the whole affair. The
public furgeons were fent to the monaflery to
examine thofe monks, whom, contrary to ex-
peation, they found perfeétly found. From
this hiftory it appears, that fome complaints
may arife on the genitals from exceflive coi-
tion, but without any thing of the venereal
lues 5 for thefe men were not infected; there
was only an inflammation and buboes, from a
too great diftention, and as it were laceration
of the parts. Nor.are there wanting many
other inftances of a fimilar kind, as we are
informed by Du Cajus fancto Romanus, Ver-

cellonius,

L
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cellonius,” and others. From hence then we
may be affured, that to all thefe complaints
fomething endemical muft concur to render it
the true venereal difeafe.

In Europe, this difeafe was firft perceived
at Valentia in Spain, 1493, where lived a
noble courtezan, as much famed as the an-
cient Thais: there was in the fame city a
nobleman belonging to the army, labouring
under the worft kind of the elephantiafis (de-
fcribed only by Aretzus Cappadox) who, not-
withftanding this difeafe, by the influence of
fifty piftoles, purchafed one night’s favour of
this celebrated lady. Gold procured the fame
favour for others, according to the cuftom of
her profeffion; and afterwards having fre-
quent commerce with the young nobles, it is
faid that in a few days fhe infected four hun-
dred men, moft of which were in the army
of king Charles: whence the /ues venerea had
an univerfal {pread in a {hort time, as you may
fee in Dominicius Leo, from whom this hiftory
was adopted by Helmont the father. Hence
many have thought, that the venereal difeafe
firft arofe in Europe from the conjunétion of
a leper with a whore. However, fuch was
the progrefs of this diforder, that foon after
the times above f{pecified, there was not a city
in all Italy which was not infected by it.

We come now to the Difeafe itfelf.

CHAP.
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g. This difeafe will not arife from a variety
of found perfons having to do with one who is
alfo found. This is contradi¢ted by Vercel-
lonius: but the inftances which this learned
man urges in favour of his opinion, when
brought to the light, prove nothing: v. gr.
not even that of a certain nobleman who had
married a young girl, with whom having
ufed much violence in their firft veneral con-
grefs, he tells us, the wife was affected with
a gonorrbaa, but does not fay of what {pe-
cies. We admit that there might be a rup-
ture of the membranes, a difcharge of blood,
an inflammation, and a fanious fillictdium ; but
we deny this to be the morbus gallicus. Blegny,
whom we have already refuted, mentions heat
of urine, and the venereal bubo; but he does
not fay it is this difeafe. Hence I believe, that
many complaints may arife from the multi-
farious congrefs of feveral pure men with one
clean woman, but, if rightly diftinguifhed, ne-
ver the Gullic diforder.

Ye are not ignorant, that there are certain
difeafes, which happen to fome parts of our
bodies, bearing fo great a refemblance to the
Jues venerea, that unlefs one is well fkilled in
practice, he may be eafily deceived in the
diagnofis. The membrana fchneideriana of the
nole, for inftance, when we are in health, per-
{piresa very little, and that only a thin, pellucid
liquor ; but if we have either a catarth, or
coryza, there enfues a truly painful inflamma-
tion, with heat, rednefs, and tumour, which,

: in
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in a few hours, begins to diftil a fharp, thin,
corrofive fluid, and on the fecond or third day
of the difeafe, a great quantity of thick, yellow
and green mucus; all which ceafes on the de-
parture of the diforder. If fome of this mat-
ter is received on linnen, and dried in the air,
it feems to be the matter of a gomorrbaa ; yet
fuch a difeafe, we fee, frequently arifes from
innocent and flight caufes. And the like have
been a long time fince obferved by Hippo-
crates in the genitals both of men and women,
without any venereal contagion, and are now
continually to be met with in practice, where
we always perceive, in the firft place, a like
thin mucus, next a thicker, and at length a
large difcharge of mucous and yellow matter :
whence it is plain, that there is a diftinction,
which none but the phyfician who has accu-
rately obferved both kinds is capable of mak-
ing *,

Thus

* This complaint is much more common than is gene-
rally fuppofed, and could never be diftinguifhed from the
gonorrhaa virulenta by its fymptoms, which are in all re-
fpects the fame, viz. in the quantity and quality of dif-
charge, heat of urine, cordee, &c. It will perhaps be
alledged, that fimilar fymptoms indicate the fame diforder.
In general they do: but in this inftance there is an excep-
tion, eftablifhed by the evidence of faéts. I {hall mention
only two cafes ; the one of a gentleman between thirty and
forty years of age, who has a wife and feveral fine chil-
dren ; butbeing of a tender conflitution, and much afflict-
ed by nervous complaints, is fubject to a gleet from the
glandule lacunce of his urethra ; which, if it not quick-
ly pafs oft of icfelf, or by two or three gentle purges, en-

|.- .;“/"0‘7/1!‘7 % 87 ereafes
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Thus it appears, that this diforder never
{pontaneoufly rifes from any of thofe caufes
which affet the circulation of the blood.

creafes in quantity, and becomes yellow or green, with ex-
treme pain in making water, accompanied with priapifms,
and cordee : fal Glauberi & prunelle are his conftant reme-
dies, and by thefe alone he is always cured. His charac-
ter and veracity, the frequent returns of this complaint,
the almoft annual birth of a fine child, the perfect health,
and conftant fpirits of his wife, are evidences beyond a
doubt, that this diforder is entirely free from any venereal
wirus.

Some years ago, a man came to me with all the fymp-
toms of a virulent gemorrhea, afluring me at the fame time
that it was impoffible it fhould be fo, having never deferved
it. I difregarded all his proteftations, and treated him
after the ufual manner: the cafe proving more obftinate
than ordinary, I was difpofed to hear his own account of
the diforder, which was as follows. About two months
before his firft coming to me, he perceived a little dif-
charge of white liquor from his wrethra; this gradually
encreafed, without pain, and did not prevent concubinage,
till within a few days of his application to me : I therefore
defired to fee his wife, who muft either have given or re-
ceived it, if it had been infeGtious. After a careful exami-
nation, I could perceive neither fwelling, inflammation,V/ esy <422
ulcers, ﬂgfrr:yga, or gleet; every part of the vn/va appearing
to be perfectly found and well. I then gave fome credit
to his aflertions, and cured him with manna and (alts only,
in about a2 month’s time. I thould have obferved, that her
narration of all that pafled as to commerce, &'¢. correlpond-
ed exactly with his,

CHAP.
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C HAF 1l
of the Nature of the Venereal Difeafe.

T HE firft property of this difeafe is, that -
the infeion is fo eafily propagated,
that, in fpite of all precautions, the whole
conftitution may be quite fubdued by it; ne-
verthelefs we are totally ignorant of the effen-
tial qualities of this diforder: we only know
that it difcovers itfelf by certain phaenomena,
which being collected together, I fhall prefent
to you, fo far at leaft as may diftinguifh 1t
from any other.

A. When a man is infe€ted, there is no

art of his body, however found, that can
be faid to be fecure; nay, the whole may be
contaminated : and fuch is its power, that it will
render the whole body weak and feeble, in a
manner incredible to thofe who are un-
experienced. The momentary contalt of
warm bodies is {ufficient for its propagation, as
a fmall fpark is capable of kindling a mighty
flame.

B. The true contagion will deftroy the
moft pure and healthful body it affects. I
have feen a comely young gentleman, in whom
a little ulcer fo propagated itfelf, that not even
a point of the body was left free: -

C. Ithath therefore the property of invert-

ing all the good humours. 1 have {cena young
man
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man who had onlya little ulcer in his noftrils,
which could not be cured by any of the phy-
ficians either in England, Germany, or France,
where he had travelled, but was otherwife
found and clean ; neverthelefs his whole face,
eyes, ears, nofe, &e. were afterwards affeted.

D. From hence, if I may fo fpeak,
there is in this contagion an innate power
of propagation: on which account many
fuppofe it to be of the animal kind, and pro-
duced from a congeries of animalcula, which
being received into the body as a proper nidus,
there propagate themfelves with infinite velo-
city. This opinion they think the more pro-
bable, - becaufe it is cured by mercury, an an-
thelméntic remedy. I never faw any thing
like this ; notwithftanding I am fenfible mer-
cury has that property. If ulcers of this kind
upon the fkin are not well cured, they
affect the whole body ; and if their fanies 1s ap-
plied to any part of a found perfon, he will be
infected thereby. This infection diffolves the
folid parts, the vifcera, cartilages, and bones,
even thofe of the thigh and cranium, reducing
them to a caput mortuum, or friable fubftance ;
a quality which can be attributed to no diforder
befides. Nay, the very corruption it pro-
duces, becomes the medium of its further pro-
pagation. :

E. The matter is fo very fine and volatile,
that if it be applied outwardly to the furfsce of
the fkin, it will penetrate through it to the
parts it covers. You know that the whole

| body
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body is defended by the folid denfe refiftable
cutis, as with a coat of mail; neverthelefs the
warm venereal poifon applied to this tegument,
whilft in a ftate of warmth, will infinuate it-
felf into its fubftance, diffolve its continuity,
and melt it down to a venercal matter: it is
therefore evident that the thin, volatile, and
infectious particles, penetrate the fkin, deftroy
its texture, and produce ulcers on its fur-
face.

F. But let no one think, that what is vifible
in this difeafe is that very identical poifon,
fince it is only the effects thereof thrown out
on the furface of the fkin; for as the thin, vo=
latile, infectious particles at firft infinnate them-
{felves into this tunic, fo from thence they are
diffufed throughout the body,which evidently
appears from the following cafe: Two friends
being at the Hague, happened to lie in the
fame bed, the one clean, the other infeted
by the /ues: he that was found was {oon alarm-
ed by fome malignant ulcers on that fide
which lay next to his bed-fellow. Knowing
himfelf to be free from that diltemper, he
goes to a phyfician, who, after enquiry, in-
formed him, that he was infe¢ted by his clofe
conta& with a difeafed body.

G. In this property it moft exactly re-
fembles the itch. e, gr. If a man labouring
under this complaint touches the warm hand
of another with his own, the other, without
doubt, will receive the true itch; which being
generated by fo imperceptible a Caufe, {preads

1 over
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fymptoms appear in this {pecies than what are
above noticed.

P. This difeafe is alfo often conveyed by
the fucking of an infected infant. Two fimi-
lar inftances I have feen in this city; the nurfe
having left a little child, whofe mother was
fick, a neighbouring woman, to allay its cry-
ing, gave it fuck, but afterwards (he perceived
feveral bad ulcers to break out upon the nipple
of that breaft which had been fucked. The
child being examined, was found to labour
under the foul difeafe, from whom this woman
was infected.

This diforder 1s alfo communicated to
a clean child, by the nipple or milk of an im-
pure woman. Thus it happened to the child
of a principal Family at the Hague, whofe pa-
rents were perfectly free from this contagion.
The infant was delivered to a nurfe of remark-
able beauty, and, as appeared, clean: but it
was foon afterwards feized with a ftrange dif-
eafe, which corroded its fleth and bones, of
which it died. Proper enquiry being made, this
nurfe, fo healthful in appearance, was found
to be in the laft {tage of the venereal difeafe.

R. A perfon may contra& this diforder
by clofe familiarities, and by lying in the
fame bed with another perfon who is taint-
ed ; or, he may reccive an infeCion by
{fweat, or other humours, on the bed-cloaths,
linen, &e. if he is fufficiently warm, and
lies in the place from which another has juft
rifen, but more efpecially in hot weather.

Many
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Many have thought, and fome are now of
opinion, that this is not true; yet it was for
fuch reafons that Mofes took fo much care to
prevent the f{preading of contagious difeafes,
I have feen the itch communicated merely by
drawing on a warm glove; and the fame ef-
fects have been produced by the pafiing of
money from one hand to another, in a ftate of
warmth. Such is its propagative power, that
even metals convey its contagion.

S. The /ues is moft certainly communicat-
ed by the matter it difcharges from ulcers,
efpecially thofe of the genitals both of men and
women. Of all the ways of infection, this is
the moft effe€ual of any : not that it is the only
way of conveying the infection, as fome have
afferted ; for all parts of the body are open to
the contagion,

From the two laft {ections it appears, that
many eminent men have thought this difeafe
arofe folely from the contaminating matter of
the parts of generation, which fentiment has
been embraced by many, whofe works are to
be feen in our Aphrodifiacus : on the contrary,
‘you may there find a greater number of -our
own opinion.

T. This contagion does not propagate its
poifon with equal velocity in every body to
which it is applied; but there are phyfical
caufes, by which its greater or lefler degree of.
malignity may be determined. We fhall now
endeavour to difcover how this virus is render-
ed more adive. Thofe authors who have

C3 wrote
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wrote on poifons, maintain, that when ani-
mals are dead the poifon is extinguithed: and
they affure us, that if the virulent matter of
this difeafe was perfectly cold, and in this {fate
applied to a cold bedy, it is then innocent ;
but if the experiment is tried whilft both are
warm, 1t then difcovers its force. Therefore
this contagion, paffive in itfelf, is rendered
active.

1. By the heat of the atmofphere; for the
fame caufe adting on the fame body in the
midft of winter, will infect much lefs than in
the heat of fummer; and in proportion to the

. warmth of the feafon the difeafe will {pread

with more or lefs rapidity and malignancy.
This is confirmed by experiments; and is
the reafon why, in hot climates, whole king-
doms have been depopulated in the beginning
of this diforder : however, they have this ad-
vantage, that in thofe hot places, it is more
eafily and quickly cured.

2. By the temperament of the body ; for if
warm, the diforder is influenced by its heat ;
but a cold leucophlegmatic pituitous perfon’
15 fcldom or never affected violently ; and when
he is, can hardly ever be fo perfecly cured
but that fome relicks fhall remain. Hence in
infants this diforder is known to be the moft
violent of all.  Phyficians have wondered,
why Hippocrates has laid it down as a medical
axiom, that infants are of a warm tempera-
ment, and on that account liable to certain
diforders. They obferve, on the contrary, that

no
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no bodies are fo full of fluids, and no fluids
move fo {low as theirs. This proves nothing:
for we can demonftrate from Fahrenheit’s ther-
mometer, that if 2 man fifty years of age fhall
raife the liquor to go degrees, a healthful child
will raife it two degrees higher.

It is therefore eftablithed by experiments,
that if this difeafe is received from a nurfe, and
infinuates itfelf into fuch weak and tender bo-
dies, it will a& with the greatefl violence, as
appears from the cafe above-mentioned, where
the nurfe feemed to be very well, her difeafe
not being confpicuous, while the child was
feted in the moft dreadful manner, fuffering
the moft fevere pains till it died : fuch {fymp-
toms are always to be obferved in the cure of
infants.

We may now infer, that fuch a degree of
malignity as lies dormant in one perfon, will,
in a warmer conftitution, fhew itfelf more
plainly, and act with more vigour.

From hence we alfo underftand the reafon
of that obfervation, made long fince by Nicolas
Maffa, who was perfectly fkilled in this difor-
der, viz. That a thin and refrigerating dict
was of fingular fervice in the care of the iues ;
for if the heat of the body is encreafed, by
warm and acrimonious aliment, the poifon is
rendered more active.

Hence it is that the Jues is {o deftructive to
young perfons, whofe blood is warm, vrhilit
old perfons are lefs affefted : 1n them the latent
poifon lies inactive, which, when received into

C 4 a
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And hence alfo the warm and fiery conftitution
is moft prone to venery. The rage of luft is
a true inflammation of the whole body; and
the flames of Venus may be properly called a
phlogofis or phlegmon.

This venereal impetus affeGs the whole
body, but more efpecially the warmeft parts ;
whence the genitals, by attrition, are inftant-
ly inflamed. In them the whole fire centers,
which being continued too long, brings on a
gangrene, aswe have feen in a continued pria-
pifm ; but this may be prevented by a fection
of the vena pents.

Hence, by how much higher this animal
heat is raifed in the infected perfon, the more
active will the virus become, and that {o pre-
cifely as to determine the degree of infection ;
and by how much greater the pleafure, fo
much the deeper it infinuates itfelf, and with
proportionable facility and acrimony is propa-
gated through the whole body. This has been
always obferved in practice.

But if the enjoyment is more moderate, all
thefe effets are more flow and gentle; for the
above mentioned fymptoms are the confe-
quence of the higheft pleafure, as I have ob-
ferved in a thoufand inftances. And this I
have ever remarked, if a handfome youth, in
the flower of his age, has commerce with a
common ftrumpet, who perhaps was not
capable of an increafe of infection ; yat if
her paffions were excited, by the afpect of his

perfon,
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perfon, with fo much the greater malignity he
will be contaminated: and I have always
found, that if three or four of his gay aflo-
ciates are concerned with the fame woman, the
moft agreeable have been the moft feverely
affeted. From whence it is clear, that no-
thing contributes more to the acrimony, con-
tagion, and infinuation of this poifon, than
the mutual excefs of paffion in eagh other.

Thefe things ought to be well confidered by

phyficians ; for none are fo difficultly cured,
as agreeable young men of fanguine confti-
tutions.
- 4. All thofe things which render the body
more warm, as air, motion, watchings, meat,
drink, and medicine, have often proved the
worft ftimuli.

I have feen a thoufand cafes of young men,
who, fo long as they lived moderately and
{oberly, perceived no injury; but' when they
have iudulged themfelves in excefles of eat-
ing and drinking, the difeafe has difcovered
itfelf,

From which we may deduce this rule: If
any one is cured of the difeafe, and remains
free for a week or fortnight, and is neverthe-
lefs doubtful whether he is well or not, let
him take the theriaca diateffaron, philonium me-
Jfuee, fal viperarum, &c. In one word, let
him take the moft ftimulating medicines, and
then if any thing remains, it will immediately
fhew itfclf 5 and if nothing appears, there is

: the
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the greater reafon to believe the patient is
cured.

You fhould be particularly cautious both
in the heat of fummer, and when the
poifon is in a ftate of diffolution by medi-
cine, (for at that period the exhalation i1s
greateft) left, whilft you are ferving others,
ye yourfelves are infeted. 1 know many
examples, where practitioners have juitly be-
wailed their imprudence, who before thought
- it impofiible to be affected in this manner:
neverthelefs there is nothing to be feared from
fuch perfons whofe bodies,and the atmofphere,
are both at the fame time in a cool ftate ; nor
is there an inftance of infe&ion in {uch circum-
ftances.

In the hiftory of cures, it is evident that
this contagion was never removed, except
by a fever, by mercury, by anti-venereal de-
co@ions, or violent fudorifics: and I have
feen, and am convinced there is the greateft
danger of infection when the difeafe is ex-
pelled.

I once cured an athletic gentleman, by the
fweating, or Hottonian method, whofe fervant
was infe@ed in the moft {evere manner, on
account of his ftrict attendance on his mafter.
This was the more evident, becaufe the dif-
eafe firft appeared in thofe places expofed to
the air, as the nofe, fauces, and external fkin.
Hence it may be eafily conceived how .muach
this contagion is then to be feared, and what

caution
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CrlH: A BN,
Of the Parts firft affeltcd with the

Lues VENEREA.

L L thofe parts which are expofed to the
conta& of external bodies, are covered
by one common membrane, called epidermis. -
This is what is univerfally known and ac-
knowledged, and alfo that it every where co-
vers the true fkin; but what this true fkin is,
phyficians are not fo well agreed about, as the
epidermis, which is only a thin, folid, denfe,
and tranfparent pellicle, without any veflels.

This cutis is fituated nextunder the epidermis.
We firft fee the papille penetrating the rete mal-
phigii : below this reticle there is a more ner-
vous texture, from whence thefe papille rife ;
then follow veflels of every kind ; and direétly
under the fkin the cellular membrane, with its
contents, 'The cfmpages of the cutis is there-
fore made up of three different parts.

1. The denfe reticular body, wherein is

{eated the black colour of the Ethiopian. This
membrane is however very different from the
epidermis.
. 2. Under this reticular texture there lies a
feries of nerves, whofe afcending papiile form
the organ of touch: They are in fuch plenty,
that the whole {kin feems to be entirely com-
pofed of them,

3. Bea
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3. Between the tegument of thefe nervcs,
there run veflels of every kind; and thefe three
being wove together {o compaétly, anatomifts
have included the whole fabric under the de-
nomination of cufis.

This {kin may be infe&ted, even where it
is thickeft. Nicolas Mafia relates, that in his
time, thofe midwives, who delivered infected
women, received contagion in their hands;
Vercellonius fays, that a lafcivious young fel-
low being in company with a proftitute, with
whom he was afraid to be concerned for fear
of infection, had foon "afterwards fome very
malignant venereal ulcers and puftules on his
hand. By neglect the diforder encreafed,when
he confulted a phyfician, who informed him
it was venereal. The young man protefted,
he never had commerce with a woman, and
that he had only touched her matrix with his
fingers. By which we learn, that the fkin is
no where fo impervious but that it will admie
this diforder, as we have feen in the hands,
though fo remote from the heart: and even
at this time midwives decline laying thefe wo-
men whom they know to be infeéted.

You are now fully convinced, there are no
other parts of the fkin lefs liable to infection
than the hands. Arguments in fupport of this
are needlefs. But thofe places where the fkin
1s wanting, and covered only by the eprdermis,
are moft of all expofed. The fcarf-tkin, as I
have before obferved, is extended over every
part: the cutis leaves the palpebrae at their

ciliary
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ciliary edges; but Ruyfch has demonitrated,
that their internal fuperficies is covered by the
epidermis only, which is then reflected over
the ball of the eye, contributing to its ftrength
and conneion. In the nares allo, the cutis
terminates, at two or three lines after its en-
trance, and then the whole {chneyderian mem-
brane is compofed of the epidermis : fo alfo in
the lips, where the fkin terminates, the cu-
ticle proceeds, invefting the paprlie : whence
Ruyfch calls it epithelion, by which I un-
derftand the epidermis invefling the papille,
which is the cafe in the bronchia, fauces,
ftomach, inteftines, under the preputium, in
the wagina, &c. |

Seeing this contagion is fo fubtile as to infi-
nuate itfelf into every part, it is evident thofe
are moft expofed where the true fkin is want-
“ing, and at the fame time acceflible to exter-
nal contat. An ulcer, for inftance, on the
cutis of the lip, will not make fo {peedy a pro-
grefs as one on the epethelium 5 for there, the
Jeaft will degenerate into an almoft incurable
“ulcer: the blood-vefiels running diretly un-
der the cuticulz in thefe parts, gives them that
red colour we fee in the nofe, lips, praputium,
and glans penis ; and therefore the poifon in-
finuated into thefe parts, having penetrated the

ethelium, is not received by the refe malphigii,
but by the abforbing veins.

Another remark we meet with in Ruy(ch,
refpecting venereal warts, which almoft always
arife in thofe places where the fkin is wanting.

Many
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Many years ago, Ruyich filled all the arteries
of an infant, by which the whole body appear-
ed red : whilft this fubject lay in maceration,
the epidermis feparated, but the corpus reti-
culare remained.  In the lips, the epidermis
was alfo elevated, but there nothing was feen
but the ere€t nervous papille, refembling
the quills of a porcupine, which were be-
fore retained in their fituation by the incum-
bent epithelion: this is the reafon why fo
many and bad diforders affect thefe parts;
fo that by the lofs of a few particles of the ¢pi-
thelium, the moft enormous verruce are pro-
duced, and even the whole lip becomes can-
cerous, '

The fame is true of the penis: for when
the epithelion is feparated from the glans, its
whole furface appears full of points: fo that
when its thin covering is by any accident re-
moved in any part, there arifes the moft dread-
- ful confequences.

There are then two places to which this
infeGtion may be outwardly applied: Firft, To
thofe having the fkin; and, fecondly, To
thofe covered by the epithe/ium only, under
which are feated arteries and veins of every
kind, with the fenfible papille, moft eafily af-
feCted by the venereal poifon, and by them the
mafs of blood is always contaminated ; for the
poifon is moft fpeedily conveyed through thefe
paflages. -

1, The nares. Ruyfch has demonftrated,
that the fkin having entered the fixth of

dll
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{peaks with an empirical pofitivenefs, fays, that
he is able to heal this diforder in a few days ;
but neverthelefs, if they are cured, it muft be
the work of a long time.

5. The Nipples, with their areole : The
brealts of the male as well as female feetus are
tull of milk, whilft they are contained in the
uterus ; and men as well as women, on fome
particular occafions, have difcharged milk from
their breafts. Ruyfch has demonftrated that
the papilla s covered only by the epithelion,
which being feparated, its whole fubftance
may be refolved into true nervous papille ;
which is the reafon why they may be as eafily
affeCted as the glans penis : the papilla in wo-
men is ereCted either by handling or giving
fuck: no part has canals more patulent than
thofe of the nipple, according to Ruyfch and
Nuck, who have demonftrated that the arte-
ries open into the laciferous dudts, and thefe
again into the veins.

- 6. The interior part of the preputium. This
pendulous membrane deferves our confidera-
tion : it hath, 1. the epidermis; 2. a move-
able ikin, which terminates at the firft flexure
inwards towards the penzs. When the vene-
real fordes affixes itfelf on this part, and the
preéputium is again returned over the glans, the
poifon is thereby fhut up in a warm place, and
the glans penis will be infeted : this is the
realon why little ulcers fo frequently arife
here. If this part was well cleanfed no fuch

com-
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complaints would fucceed : but if the poifon
is there concealed, it is productive of the worlt
confequences.

2. The corona penis. This alfo is covered
by the epidermis only, thro’ which the patu-
lent orifices of the mucilaginous erypte open
in a retrofpect direction. 1f the zabes infinu-
ates itfelf into thefe, they fwell on all fides,

_and produce the collgre Hifpanicun.

8. The fuperficies of the glans. This is
covered only by the epidermis, and furnithed
with a great number of veins, arteries, and
nervous papille. The fanguiferous vefiels,
during the venereal orgafm, are greatly dif-
tended with blood, by the comprefiion of the
vence penis : at which time the orifices of the
epitheliar glands are dilated, and almoft naked ;
and the veflels lying direétly under the epi-
thelion abforb the poifon when the pems be-
comes flaccid.

9. The frenum of the glans and preputivm :
a place the moft eafily infected of all o-
thers, as it is the very neareft to the interior
fuperficies of the wrethra. DireCtly above the
fuperior infertion of the frenum, there are the
largeft /acunce of that canal, where the gonor-
rhea generally has its feat. From its vicinity
with the zrethra, it is evident this part may
be eafily infected in a gomorrbea.

Befides thefe we fcarcely find any ather
places in men where the epithelium alone zo-
vers the fubjacent veflels. But in women, .
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A. The fkin terminates at the lips of the
pudendum ; the epidermis however is ftill conti-
nued, and covers the internal parts; whence
their ftru¢ture much refembles that of the hu-
man fauces, and the genitals of men. It is not
ftrange, therefore, that they are fubje& to the
fame difeafes. Here, in the firft place, we ob-
ferve their lacunce, vifcous humours, and vie
rugojee ; 2ll which are found no where in
greater plenty than about the wrethra, where
it terminates in the vagina, behind the chroris,
near the caruncule myrtiformes. Here it is
every where furrounded by glands, fuch as we
find in the corona penis, which pour out a
fmooth, oily, vifcous juice, to defend thefe
nervous parts from the acrimony of the urine,
To thefe parts the venereal poifon is chiefly
applied, and from hence is commonly received
by men. Befides,

B. This difeafe may arife alfo through the
whole vagina, where it produces other com-
plaints.

C. The internal orifice of the uterus may
be infefted. The wuterus in women projects
into the wagzna; and that fuperficies of the
uterus thus protruding itfelf from the internal
orifice, as it proceeds forwards is covered with
a great number of mucilaginous lacune, de~
{cribed by John Baptift Morgagni. This part
however is but {cldom affeGted with the /Jues ;
but when it is, it does not prevent child-bear-
ing. In men this diforder is fufficiently ap-
parent ; but innocent women, infected by men,

com-
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complain of heat of urine, &¢. the caufes of
which they are ignorant of. We fhall now
treat of the Medical Hiftory of the Lues
Venerea,

O T A
The Mepicar HisTory of the

VENEREAL DISEASE.

HAT part of the body which is firft
touched by the contagious matter is
always firft affected.

This is the opinion of the firft writers on
the fubje, the truth of which hath never
been queftioned by any ; and may be adopted
as a rule without an exception, and as a cer-
tain property of this difeafe. There.is never-
thelefs one obfervation by which this rule
feems to be fomewhat limited, as to its uni-
verfality ; but I believe, that in a thoufand
infeted men, fcarce one will be found, in
whom the difeafe firft difcovers itfelf in any
other place than that of contact.

Hence it is that this diforder appears in fuch
various fhapes, and that phyficians are fome-
times miftaken in fuch cafes. |

It is commonly thought that this diftemper
generally, if not always, affects the parts of

g genera=
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generation ; but this is not the cafe, unlefs
they were the places of contact ; for there the
difeafe fir{lt appears.

I have demonftrated that there is no place,
whether covered by the fkin, or epithelium
only, but this difeafe may fix itfelf upon ;
{fometimes appearing on the exterior fkin, as the’
hands, neck, &@e¢. without any other apparent
fign ; fo multiform is this diforder : the know-
ledge of which is abfolutely neceflary to its
judicious and proper treatment. &

The very worft fpecies of the Jues is that
which manifefts itfelf without any preceding
appearances on the genitals ; I mean that
which propagates itfelt to the middle of the
bones, and from thence to the periofieum,
membrana adipoja, and throughout the whole
body, although it never yet difcovered itfelf in
the fkin. This was long fince known, and
remarked by Antonius Benivenius to be the
moft dangerous of all others : it is what 1 have
had frequent opportunity of feeing, what I
admit as a limitation of the general rule, and
what is defervedly reckoned the very worlt
fpecies of the venereal difeafe.

It is by no means true that this diftenyper al-
ways begins in the genitals, as many have
aflerted, Thofe who, upon examining thefe
parts, and finding them free from venereal
appearances, imagine their patients clear fromy
infection, may be grofly deceived : for it fome-
times happens that the poifon, applied to a
warm body, infinuates itfelf in fuch a manner,

as
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as to leave no veftige in the place where it
entered. This may feem improbable ; but I
have feen a thoufand inftances where a clean
man, after being concerned with a proftitate,
has at firft difcovered no bad {ymptom in the
penis or fkin ; but in four or five days he per-
ceives a kind of refiftance in making water ;
at which being furprifed, he prefles the part
with his fingers, and thus obferves the firft
matter of the gonorrbea oozing from the ure-
thra.

Here we {ee the difeafe enters without any
outward or apparent fign : it neverthelefs pro-
ceeds inwardly, and produces a gomorrbea,
which, badly managed, degenerates into the
worft ulcers, as we fhall afterwards fee.

It is therefore evident, from the nature of
the difeafe, that the part firft touched is firft
affected ; but not fo as to manifeft itfelf al-
ways by external figns. The invifible poifon
servades the minuteft paffages, mixes with the

amours, and thus diffufes itfelf.

Herein phyficians are frequently deceived,
when confulted by thofe who ftrive to con-
ceal this diforder. They afk if they have any
complaint in the genitals, fwelling of the tef-
ticles, groins, heat of urine, puftules, and fuch
like. If they anfwer thefe queftions in the
negative, yet own themfelves cold in the
evening, and full of fharp nocturnal pains,
which vanith in the morning, immediatcly it
is concluded to be only the fcurvy. Accord-
ingly medicines for that diforder are prefcribed,

Ss 3 but
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but to no effe@, as they can never cure the
lues venerea.

I have {feen many inftances of this nature in
men of warm conftitutions, who laboured un-
der the moft malignant kind of this difeafe,
without any external apparent fign.

One of the principal writers on this difeafe
tells us, that fome friends of his being at an
inn, received the diforder from lying in a bed,
which flill retained the warmth of an infected
perfon, who had juft left it. Another cele-
brated author relates, that an acquaintance of
his going too foon into a bed where a difeafed -
man had been plentifully perfpiring, caught the
diforder, which broke out all over his {kin in
the moft malignant ulcers, But however fuch
remarkable effects are not always to be re-
quired as the proof of its exiftence in the
place of contact. -

The lips, fauces, and genitals, difcover the
infection by the moft evident figns; yet it
may not always vifibly difplay itfelf in thefe
places by outward fymptoms, but penetrate
farther, and choofe the place from whence af-
terwards it may break out with more violence.

Thefe things are' teftified by creditable au-
thors, and I have feen them confirmed by
many examples, -

When I fay that the place where the poifon
15 applied firft receives the infection, I mean
not only the contagion conveyed by a profti-
tute, but any venereal contagion, and howa
cver received, '

T % Ma-fﬂ,o-.wﬂ-,.éy ¢ a fovera uhi'{iw
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I faw an inftance, in a gentleman of a deli-
cate conftitution, who laboured under a moft
malignant gonorrbaa, which could not be cured
by the moft eminent phyficians. I had no
fooner infpected the parts; than I faw the rea-
fon of its malignity : for the cloths, linen, &¢.
were full of the virulent matter, which lying
in a warm place, continually reinfeéted thofe
parts, producing freth ulcers, &c. You re-
member that a little of the matter of a gonor-
rhea applied to the nofe on the finger produced
the moft terrible ulcers in that part.

Therefore where the poifon is received, to-
pical remedies muft be immediately applied.

It is plain that this diforder fpreads itfelf
much farther than the places of contaét or
affinity ; for all the membranes of the glands
are faid to have fuch an affinity, that one be-
ing affected, the reft are affected alfo: and I
believe that the /ues has often been produced
by a gonorrbaa, from the matter falling upon
other parts, as we have feen in the f:xamplc
of the proftitute and young man, whofe hand
was infected by touching her pudendum. _

In the cure of this difeafe, the remedy
ought to be applied to the place firft affected ;
which corollary I deduce from a former pro-
pofition, as what will be attended with the
moft happy fuccefs. Others give internal
medicines only, littie follicitous about the af-
feCted part; but we have learnt from expe-
rience to beware of {fuch methods; for there-
by the difeafe is propagated. We ought t'h?re-

ore
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Thefe eruptions, according to this author, re-
fembled the fmall pox ; and becaufe they firft
arofe in Spain, were from thence cailed the
Spanifb Pox. Thefe puftales now rarely occur,
fo that there is at prefent no reafon why this
difeafe fhould be compared with the fmall pox.

He then ranges this new diforder under fix
heads.

1. Puftules which were flat, and in no wife
elevated above the furface of the fkin, but {ca-
brous in their fuperficies, of a whitifh colour,
and {caly, which fcales being caft off, the fub-
jacent parts were eroded.  Such appear at this
day, and are ezfily diftinguithed from every
other ulcer.

2. The fecond fpecies were {mall, round,
fquamous puftules, underneath which the
fleth was very red ; from whence proceeded a
ftinking virulent difcharge.

3. Phin extenfive puftules, covered with
large fcales: under thefe was contained a
confiderable quantity of feetid 'matter ; and
the ulcerated fleth was of a dark livid ap-

earance.

4. Ulcers with whitifh fcales; which be-
ing removed, a deprefiion like a cicatrix ap-
peared. Such we now fee in the cure of a
deep venereal ulcer, by which the fkin and
cellular membrane has been wafted ; for then
~ the epidermis grows to the mufcles, whence a
foul and unfeemly cicatrix. He further ob-
ferves, if the ulcer difcharges blood, it is then
almoft incurable ; that is, when an artery is
eroded, This ulcer terminates at length in a

dry
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was propagated almoft infenfibly thro’ Italy,
France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, Hungary,
&, and even to the utmoit borders of Scy-
thia, where it was at length checked in its
progrefs.

In the above defcription of Benivenius we
fee, that neither men or women were affected
by a gonorrbea during the firlt feptenary; a
fymptom, of which they were then wholly
ftrangers to ; for the ancient gonorrbea was
quite another thing, and free from contagion :
but had the infetious gonorrbea exifted at
that time, it would without all doubt have
been mentioned by our author ; therefore that
infection, which 1s now the almoft certain
meflenger of the difeafe, had not appeared at
that time. We now come to the fecond pe-
riod of the lues venerea.

The Second Period of this Difeafe.

Nlcalas Mafla 1s an author who can never
be held in too great eftimation by phyfi-
cians and anatomifts, and whofe works ought
to have place in every medical library. This
man wrote an epiftle to a friend concerning
the Jues venerea in the year 1524, wherein he
fays, that he had with the greateft diligence
and.attention opened the bodies of thofe who
died of this difeafe ; by which he obtained a
knowledge of what was peculiar to it, This
was thirty years after its firft appearance. He
is 2 moflt accurate writer, and excels all thofe

who wrote either before or after him, as we
' {hall

1529
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fhall prefently fee; for whatfoever has been
publithed as new difcoveries, or medical ar-
cana’s, in the French academies of Paris or
Montpellier, was known to him, even to the
unguentum therebinthine cum mercurio.* In the
year 1540 he wrote the hiftory of the Venereal
Difeafe, and twenty-four years afterwards he
publithed an account of the method of cure;
as practifed at Venice and Padua ; which places
he much frequented.

The laft works of this capital author, on
the prefent fubject, were publithed forty-fix
years after the Origin of the Lues; all which
I have perufed, and find they may be reduced
to the fix following heads :

1. He fays, two different fpecies of puftules
broke out : thefe obtain at the prefent time ;
for thofe which arife in the place of contact,
foon after an infection is received, are very dif-
ferent from thofe, which are the confequence
of that worft and deep-feated /ues, which, tho’
received outwardly, penetrates direétly to the
bones : for then, as Benivenius has remarked,
it produces a kind of fermentation under the
veflels, till at length it burfts forth in puftules
from under the {kin: from whence tumors,
and other cutaneous affections, as phlegmons,
ulcers, &c.

2. There arofe pains in the limbs. At that
time pains in thefe parts appeared very foon ;

* This was publifhed by Dr. Cockburn as a difcovery
of his own ; at leaft he has omitted to acknowledge its
proper author.

but
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tophi, nodi, exoffofés, fuppurations, corrofions,
and at length a caries in the bones themfelves.

In this author alfo we find no intimation of
a gonorrhea, tho' he wrote forty-fix years after
the firft eruption of the difeafe; not a fingle
word of that inflammation, or priapifm, by
which it is accompanied ; or of a defluxion
from the pudenda of women. '

Therefore, in this ftage we fee that the dif-
order was received from external conta&, and
infinuated itfelf throughout the body, when
the infeted perfon perceived nothing at firft
but a melancholy deje&ion of fpirits, &e.

But then there arofe puftules, called pocks,
and thefe terminating in ulcers, indicated the
lues venerea. We come now to

The Third Period of the Lues Venerea.

Ntonius Mufa Braflavolus, the great com-
mentator on Hippocrates and Galen, a

man of confummate learning, and perfectly
acquainted in the writings of the ancients, was,
the firft who defcribed the third ftage of this
difeafe : he was pupil to Leonicenus, the fe-
cond who wrote on this {ubje@, on which he
is extremely concife and erroneous, deducing it
from the Lepra Arabum ; and all the [ymptoms
he relates are taken from Benivenius. But his
difciple Antonius Mufa Braflavolus publifhed
a treatife on this difeafe at Ferrara, in the year.
1534, where he fays, that his praceptor, Leo-

nicenus, had in his time wrote well on this
diforder ;
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diforder ; but that it now was very different,
having for twenty-fix years affumed other
fymptoms, fo that from 1508 it was charac-
terized by the following peculiarities :

1. He fays, All thofe appearances remarked
by former authors ftill continued, but that five
more new {ymptoms were added to them.

A. Baldnefs, or a fpontaneous falling off of
the hair from the head, eye-brews, eye-lafhes,
beard, and other parts, accompanied with a
horrid filthinefs, particularly of the eye-brows.

B. Falling out of the teeth: This began
with pain, and terminated in a caries. The
firft writers mention a corruption of the bones ;
but the teeth are of all others expofed moft to
the air and other injuries : they have not, how=-
ever, faid any thing of the above {ymptom.
In reading the ancients, you will find they were
not ignorant that argentum vivum impaired the
tecth, and ejected them out of their fockets,
as is remarked of thofe who work in mercurial
mines : but this effe@® was firft difcovered In
the time of Benivenius.

C. Paronyxis; or the falling off of the
nails of the hands and feet. _

D. A falling out of the eyes: This, Le
fays, was in his time a moft fevere fymptom.
I have feen fome inftances of this kind, but it
was always preceded by a malign affection of
the offa fpongisfa of the nofes for thefe being
corrupted, the fight perithes, When, for ix-
ftance, the venereal poifon infinuates itfelf into
the membrana [ihneyderiana, then, as the os
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In the mucous finufles the membrane is al{o
of a fimilar conftruion, and lies upon the
bones without any intermediate fkin ; fo that
the difeafe is no where more terribie than
here : for when it once comes to thefe parts,
and erodes only the thicknefs of a finger nail,
the bone is immediately denudated ; and as it
is furnifhed with veflels from its membrane,
and is alfo very thin, the veffels being once
eroded, it becomes carious. The fame thing
obtains in the fauces : you know that the ve-
Jum pendulum palati adheres to the pofterior
part of the palate, covered only by a fimple
membrane, with fix or feven muicles inferted
into it : in other refpe@s it is nothing more
than a congeries of mucilaginous erypfee, with
a little thin fat, and is connefted with the pe-
riefleum of the palate, without a fingle mufcle
for its defence. I have often feen the os palatz
difeafed in the very worft manner, from its vi-
cinity with the welum. Anatomifts have de-
monftrated that this membrane is intirely com-
pofed of the fuperior and inferior perioffeum of
the palate : it is therefore a production of the
periofteum palati 5 of confequence the palate
may be eafily infected from a diforder of the
velum. -

The other part of the fauces confifts of the
tonfils, one on each fide: But what are thefe?
They are commonly called glands: neverthe-
lefs there is not in the whole body a flructyre
more admirable than here ; for its membrare

is convoluted over cells and papille ; the cells
1 are
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All thefe parts, both in men and women,
are extremcly dilatable, fometimes flaccid and
fometimes tenfe.

The whole uterus, with its appendages, is of
a fungous and {pongy texture ; for if you fe-

arate it carefully from the muicles, cleanfe it
from all its blood, and then inflate and dry
the preparation, you will find it to have no
weight, being a mere airy flatus compofed of
membranes and veflels : and even in the living
body, when deftitute of flowing humours, it
has little f{ubftance, as in old women and
young girls. No part, therefore, is capable of
being more materially injured : and when a
gonorrhea is recewved in this part, it continues
diftin&, or uncompounded with a prior diforder,
For inftance, if a perfon already infected with
the /ues imprudently catches a freth gonorrbea,
her /ues, though of fome time ftanding, may
be cured by mercury ; whillt the gonorrbaa,
which is nothing elfe but an ulcer feated in
this fpongy part, will remain. The fame dif-
ficulty of cure attends the nipples, &c. when
ulcerated ; for in fuch places the fame changes
are produced by a venereal ftimulus as in the
mafculine penis. Vercellonius tells us, he faw
a foul woman in one of the ftews, with an
ulcer near the c¢lyforss, that had fpread itfelf
over the os pubis, and deftroyed the whole fat
of the mons veneris.

Similar diforders prevail in all parts whofe
ftructure is fimilar to the pens.

When
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When an ulcer is found in other places,
where the contexture is more firm and com-
pa@, a feparation follows : but that is not the
cafe here. If it fhould be afked, what fur-
geons mean by feparation? 1 anfwer, It is when
the arterial juices are vigoroufly impelled by
the vis wvite, and produce fuch a degree of
motion and extravafation, as to feparate the
living veflels from the dead, which afterwards
diffolve by fuppuration. No art can produce
fuch effects in the dead body.

If the venereal infection gets admittance
into thefe fpongy interftices, there it lurks, as
if it was in a part_quite void of fenfation, till
the blood, agitated by venereal paffion, flls
and diftends thefe parts, and fometimes lace-
rates them. This circumf{tance renders the cure
fo difficult.

You muft now fee why the ftrong tunica
cellulofa of Ruylch, which furrounds the cor-
pora [pongiofa, is very rarely affeed : it is this
membrane that with fo great a force reftrains
the extention of the penzs in a priapifm. If
this coat is injured, a bernia of the penss fol=
lows; for the fpongious fubftance then be-
comes luxuriant: but fo great is the folidity
and ftrength of this tunic, that it is feldom
penetrated by the Jues venerca®,  Hence alfo

arifes

* At firlt, when the tunica Ruyfchiana is by any means
deftroyed, the penis, efpecially if erected, will bend in'an
oppofite direction to the injury ; but if that member is

kept in a flaccid ftate, without which the wound can

hardly ever be healed, and fo cured, then it will be in-
F3 flected
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ever cures this {ymptom, cures (or at leaft pre-
vents) the foul difeafe. Many, I know, are
of a different opinion : but for my part, I have
never feen an inftance, where the body was
foft affected with a true gomorrbea, in which
one fymptom of the Jues venerea arofe after-
wards, if the former was well cured. But
this cure is performed by a peculiar method,
and fingular remedies : for tho' the /ues has
{uch a variety of fymptoms, not one of them
is to be treated in the fame manner as a go-
norrhea.

It is called gomorrbea from yom, genitura,
feed, and pon, fluxus, flowing. The ancients
thought it was difcharged from feminal vef-
fels lying in the urethra, and thence called, it
a genital flux : but nothing is more falfe ; for
no man, however prolific, could gencrate fo
much feed as is difcharged in a gonorrbaa : for
1 have feen, in the fpace of twenty-four hours,
whole cloths filled with that liquor : therefore
it does not come from the feminal veffels, but
from the anterior part of the penis: for if a
man under this complaint prefles his pemss a
little above the corona, before he emits his
“urine in the morning, it will then be feen to
flow moft copioufly ; if again he prefles the
uretbra as high as the os pubis or perinaun,
ftill nothing more is difcharged ; but if matter

tirely when the abfcefs was formed. Might not therefore
the bougie, or a flimulating injection, be fometimes ted
as a probable means of deriving the poifon from the body
into the urethra? a canal which nature {eems to have e-
lected from the earlict time for the difcharge of this dif-
order.

flows
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flows from the laft-mentioned comprefiion, it
1s not then the gonorrbea of which we are
qnow fpeaking, but another fpecies. From
hence we may be affured, that the matter dif-
charged in a fimple gonorrbza does not pro-
ceed from the proftate gland, or feminal ve-
ficles.

Some perfons in this ftate have ftrong erec-
tions, and are full of good femen, fo that they
can hardly reftrain from venery ; and there-
fore this difcharge hath nothing in commeon
with the {feminal fluid. The ancient gonorrbea
indeed was attended with a venereal impo-
tency, but that is not the cafe here.

The matter likewife fthews this flux not
to 'be feminal: for the femen has a certain
colour and fpifiitude; and appears different
from the matter difcharged in a gomorrbea,
which hath the confiftence and oilinefs of foap
or tallow, and when dry grows yellow or
green, giving a rigidity and drynefs to the
linen : hence I would wifh no longer to call
it a gonorrhea, but a virulent venereal fuppu-
ration of the inferior part of the penis.

Such is the gonorrbea ; which, according to
Fallopivs, Maffa, and others, never appeared
till fixty-five years after the eruption of the
lues, which from that time greatly abated in
malignity. It muft be confefled however, that
the gonorrbea is fometimes attended with very
bad {ymptoms ; yet thefe arife from neglec,
efpecially in young men, who are apt to be
guilty of excefles : then indeed the worlft con-
fequences may arife.

The
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The firft property of the gonorrbaa is,

A. That it never arifes but by contagion
from an impure woman, I have cured many
perfons who have alledged a different reafon ;
but, after a ftrict enquiry, I always found it
owing to that caufe. Married men attribute it
to a commerce with their wives during the
menfirua ; but phyficians are not to be im-
pofed upon by fuch pretences. In the {um-
mer, indeed, when the menftrua are rendered
more acrimonious by heat, a man may receive
an inflammation, but not a gonorrbea.

B. A woman not infected herfelf may com-
municate a virulent gonorrbea : for it is well
known that a proftitute, who is not difeafed,
may receive and retain the virus in her va-
gina; with whom if a man has commerce,
he will be infe@ed, tho’ the woman is per-
fecly found. - The fame thing obtains in the
catarth: in a healthy man the Shneyderian
membrane is almoft dry ; yet in this difeafe it
yields a profufe difcharge of liquor. If there-
fore any poifon is then applied to it, it will be
expelled by the current humour. So in the
fluxus albus of the vagina, the poifon is carried
outwards with that difcharge *.

2. This

' % To gratify the defire of fome patients, who have been
infeéted with a gonorrhea from women who have pofitively
perfifted they were clean (as well as my own curiofity ), I
have feveral times examined the vaging, &c. of thofewo-
men ; when I found thofe parts in fome perfectly dry, wnd
of a natural afpect; in others foft, relaxed, and moift,
with more orlefs difcharge, fuch as we fee in the fluor al~.

bus 3
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2. This diforder manifefts itfelf after coition ;
but at uncertain and unequal periods. I once
{faw an inftance in a friend of mine, who con-
tracted a gonorrbea by contalt only, withont
compleat coition, which broke out the fecond
day afterwards: at other times it is three, four,
five, or fourteen days, and even feveral weeks,
before it appears; but the later it is difcovered,
the more malignant are its effects,

A 3. The firft {enfation in the penis is ra-
ther troublefome than painful : this is univer-
fally experienced. If you afk what they feel,
they anfwer, a ftricture or comprefiion of the
part ; a {ymptom that has always attended the
gonerrbea, from its firft eruption to this time.

4. A greater degree of pain fucceeds : this
is accompanied by a fenfation, as if the tef-
ticles were diftended, and as if they were im-
peded in their diftenfion. This the patient

. calls a rolling of the tefticles, which are alfo

{welled a little, more or lefs.
B. 5. Little fpots arife on the {uperficies of

~the glands: thefe are of a deep red, fmall,

bus 5 the lacune about the urethra neither ulcerated or cal-
lous. From whence I concluded thofe women were not
themfelves difeafed, altho’ they communicated the infec-
tion to others. The reafon for this is afligned by our Au-
thor, vz, the flux of humours in that part: but as the
{ame effeéls arife from a commerce with others, whofe va-
gina, &¢. is perfeétly dry, I impute the freedom of the
latter from fuch difeafes to a kind of callofity induced by
frequent attrition, by which thofe parts are rendered im-
pervious to a venereal irus, tho’ retained for fome time ;
during which a man having commerce, may receive the
infection, the woman ftill remaining free. :
plain,

SE——
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plain, and exadly like the bite of a flea. It re-
fembles alfo the meafles or {mall pox at their
firft appearance. This happens only to perfons
in the ardor of youth, and not to thofe who
have been feveral times infeted. Old men, and
perfons whofe praputium is either taken away
or rendered callous by attrition, are not thus
affected.

A gonorrbea in a man who has often had
this diforder, is worfe than in a young perfon
whofe preputium is entire ; for in proportion
as the part refifts, and yet is overcome, the
more violent is the difeafe. Young perfons are
foon well of the firft infe&tion, whilft old men
are almoft incurable.

C. 6. When the above-mentioned puftule
appears, the fenfe of diftention is greater, and
more tedious and fixed than before. Thofe
who have not this fymptom, feel as it were a
worm creeping thro’ the wrethra : at this time
the orifices of the /acune are opening, which
is immediately followed by a difcharge.

7. As foon as this arifes, they cannot help
comprefling the penis ; by which

D. 8. A liquor is emitted, which is the firft
true degree in the courfe of the difeafe.

1. This liquor is at firft as white as cream,
very little in quantity, and difcharged fo flowly
that it produces hardly a drop in an hour. Its
flux is increafed by prefiure: fo that by how
much more the penss is comprefied on account of
uneafinefs, by fo much the difeafe is increafed.
Helmont the father has juftly remarked, that

& thofe
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3. From yellowith it becomes greenith, and
fo on gradually to a real green. Herein it
much refembles a catarrh of the nofe, where
there is firft a tumor of the membranes, and
then a white mucus, which in the morning be-
comes yellow: if the diforder increafes, it
turns green, which is its worft ftate, So alfo
the green denotes the worft gonorrbea ; but
when it again returns to a yellowith, and then
to a white colour, the patient is foon cured.

This liquor by degrees becomes amurcous,
fanious, and brown. Amurca is the grofs re-
fiduum of oil adhering to the bottom of the
veflel, appearing like fand mixed with the
thickeft oil. So alfo in a gomorrbes, when
fomething is perceived of this kind, it is then
amurcous : at the fame time a fanies is dif-
charged, more or lefs thin and acrimonious,
diftinguithed by its colour, which is either
watery, yellowith, green, or brown : this laft
colour always indicates the greateft malig-
nancy ; and if the phyfician fhould be as for-
tunate in the cure as he can expedt, a conftant
elect will enfue, the confequence of a brown
difcharge : for the cellular fabric of the {pon-
gious bodies being eroded, fjfule are formed
in them, which in length of time utterly
- wafte and deftroy them.

5. This liquor is fometimes thin and bloody.
This is the extreme point, or laft fymptom of
the gonorrbea fimplex. At its firft appearanee,
Benivenius and Nicolas Mafla have defcribed

one {pecies of the gonorrbea, where blood was
dif-



96  Of the Virulent Gonorrhaa iz Men,

difcharged, as incurable. At this time there
are two kinds to be noted ; one where blood
alone is difcharged, the other where pus alfo
appears, which 1s of bad confequence ; for this
laft not only fhews that the cellular tunic is
eroded, but that the ftrong and tough mem-
branes of the wrethra are penetrated ; after
which callofities always remain, and the ftruc-
ture of the arteries is diffolved, fo as not to
unite again, on account of the conftant irrita-
tion. -
6. This difcharge ftiffens the linen when
dry, which feed feldom does, and has a pecu-
liar colour, by which it is always diftinguifh-
able.

This is all that relates to the Matter of a
true fimple virulent gomorrhea, from its firlt
beginning to the end of that diforder.

E. a. The parts thro’ which this liquor is
conveyed, are generally inflamed, in a manner
exaély fimilar to that we fee happens on the
glans, when the morbillum before-mentioned
arifes on its furface.

During fleep this matter, vifcous in itfelf,
is fometimes infpiffated or dried, and by it the
fides of the urethra are glewed together. When
this cohefion extends to the fphiniter wvefice,
it there excites a flimulus, followed by ex-
pulfion, with a fenfe of pain in the urethra :
but this effect is never fo troublefome as when
the matter is retained betwixt the glans and
praputium.  Where cherifhed by the noctur-

nal heat, it produces pains and inflammations,
by
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by which a good may degenerate into a bad
gonorrbaa. Thefe effets may be prevented
by proper caution.

b. It excoriates the parts on which it lies.
The membranes covering thefe places are fo
extremely thin that they fcarcely deferve that
name, being only a contexture of veflels ; and
this gomorrhea is feated only in the anterior
portion of the urethra, where they are the
thinneft of all : for the more nearly they ap-
proach to the wefica, they are proportionably
thicker : the fore part of the #retbra is there-
fore eafily excoriated by a retention of the
matter, efpecially in that place where it lies
on the frenum, as it is the thinneft part, and
where alfo the great concavity obferved by
Morgagni is to be feen ; where, if a gonorrbea
of the firft fpecies is not well cured, fome re-
mains is frequently to be found.

The fuperficies of the glans is liable to the
fame excoriation, whofe fine arachnoid tunic
invefls the moft fenfible nervous papiiice.

A third excoriation may affect the thin mem-
brane lining the interior {uperficies of the pre-
putium : this affords a covering to the moft fub-
tile veflels, which being excoriated, difcharge
blood.

¢c. This matter erodes. Erofion is an exe-
fion of the very fubftance of the parts, ac-
companied by pain, but more efpecially where
there is the greateft abundance of nerves. Pai:
renders {uch parts more tenfe and rigid, as in
the priapifm ; and the greater the priapiﬁln,

the
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the greater is the tenfion and inflammation.
In making water the naked nerves are burnt
with great pain by the hot and acrid urine, as
it pafics over them.

F. The glans, and corpus fungofum urethre,
are generally fwelled : thefe two conftitute one
continued and communicating body ; fo that
one being diftended, the other is diftended alfo 3
but when the fungous body of the wrethra
{wells, it is then ftrongly comprefled in every
part ; becaufe that eanal is compofed of thofe
fungous fubftances which lie between two
membranes, the one exterior, the other inte«
rior : the former of thefe is by much the
thickeft, and hardly capable of diftention,
whilft the latter is more yielding ; whence that
ftricture and hardnefs of the wrethra called
chordee, experienced chiefly in the night; and
when the patient makes water.

All the fymptoms above defcribed belong
to the firft fpecies of the fimple virulent go-
norrbea, When the parts are eroded and ul-
cerated, it is no longer fimple but complex ;
of which hereafter.

We come now to explain the pathognomic
figns of this {pecies.

1. The anterior part of the penss only is af-
fected. To determine this, let the experiment
before-mentioned, viz. a compreflion of the
fore part of the wrethra, be made in the morn-
ing before the patient makes water, the matter
contained fo far will be difcharged ; then let

| the -
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the preflure extend higher; if nothing more
appears, it is only a ﬁmplf: virulent gonorrbeea.

2. The firlt infeCtion. I never venture to
pronounce a perfon to have a fimple gonorrbea,
unlefs it was the firft time of his being in-
feCted, altho’ the appearances correfpond with
the above-mentioned experiment.

3. Good matter. This hath been already
defcribed in all its qualities: by how much
more it degenerates, by {o much the more rea-
fon we fufpect its approach towards the com-
puund.

. The abfence of all other venereal com<
plalnts ; as ulcers of the nofe, fauces, e, we
may then be certain the gonorrbea is fimple.

What is the part affected ? I anfwer, The
whole fubftance of the glans, even to the ca-
vity of the wretbra. 'This was firft obferved
by Sydenham, who fays, that when a man of
a tender conftitution is for the firlt time in-
feCted with a {light gonorrbea, a little pock
appears on the glans. If that part is then
well wathed with fome /fixivium, foon after-
wards you may perceive a white yellowith
matter tranfude the pores on its furface : this
circumftance is peculiar to a weak lax body ;
for in a more robuft perfon, the difcharge pro-
ceeds from the orifice of the wrethra.

What is the ftructure of the glans 2 Ruy{ch
tells us, that the two fungous bodies of the
penis terminate under the glans, conftituting,
as it were, 'a third body betwixt it and the

urethra : thr.': corpus fpougiofum of the urcthra,
G 2 refleted
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reflected outwards, and backwards upon and
over their extremities, forms the glans, which
may be confidered as a continuation of the
urethra. It is therefore evident that the mor-
bific matter is generated in the glans, and
paffes from thence into the wrethra.

It is neceffary to a perfe¢t underftanding the
hiftory of this complaint, to be acquainted
with the fabric of the part affe¢ted. To the
celebrated Ruyfch we are indebted for an ac-
curate knowledge of its ftructure, with which
the ancients were intirely unacquainted.

We fhall find it compofed of a cellular
firucture, papillz, membranes, and crypte.

The penis is defigned by nature to conduct
the urine out of the body, and to expel the
femen in the a& of generation.

We are therefore to confider this organ in
both thefe refpects ; the urethra as a continu-
ation or produétion of the bladder, and the
penis as capable of erection, &,

A. Let us view the urethra, fo far as it is
the emiffory of urine, The whole pens, con-
fidered in this chara@er, was anciently called
urethra ; that is, a canal, thro’ which the urine
was carried out of the body; for where it
firft proceeds from the bladder it is not penis,
but a mere fimple cylindrical production of that
vifeus : it is afterwards joined on each fide by
the corpora cavernofa, of which the penis Is
conftructed. :

In this fenfe the wrethra is an elongation of

the bladder into a fmall membranous duct.
2 We
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We juftly obferved, that the interior mem-
brane of the wrethra is intirely mucilaginous,
left its fubftance fhould be irritated and exco-
riated by the acrimony of the urine. - This
mucilaginous tunic is a production of the in-
terior membrane of the wvefica, as the follow-
ing experiments evince. I. If a little ftone
is lodged in the neck of the bladder, an itch-
ing is perceived in the glans: this is a certain
indication that the membrane of the wefica, ‘on
which the ftone lies, is produced even to that
part, becaufe indued with the fame fenfation
as is felt in the bladder. 2. Thofe who la-
bour under the ftrangury have the fame per-
ceptions in the #retbra and glans as in the
bladder.

This membrane is as dilatable as the bladder
itfelf : which, tho” when emptied of all its
arine contraéts to the fize of a walnut, 1s
neverthelefs capable of containing a great many
. ounces of water when extended.

It is alfo as capable of contration : for tho’
{tones as large as filberds are with great force
expellf:d thro’ the wrethra of men, no lacera-
tion follows ; and the parts collapfe again, un-
lefs prevented by the accumulation of con-
creted mucus. The Egyptians, in order to
extract calculi from this canal, flrongly inflate
the urethra as far as the ftone, comprefiing the
paflage behind it : they then lqueeze the ftone
forward thro’ the dilated wrezbra, and thus
extract it.

e The
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The aretbra is alfo capable of elongation.
This appears evidently in erections, It there-
fore much refembles the vefica in dilatability,
of which it is an apophyfis.

The urethra, at its egrefs from the bladder,
runs parallel with the 7¢&um ; and in about
the fpace of a thumb’s breadth from its origin
1s joined by the two corpora fpongiofa.

It then proceeds in a curved direction: 1.
receding downwards for a thumb’s breadth,
according to the obfervation of Morgagni,
who fays, if the bladder is divided in its pof-
terior part, {o that a probe may be introduced
into the wrethra, it then appears to defcend
Fcrpemdicularly. 2. It next afcends obliquely

rom the anterior part of the reéfum, to which

it is conneted towards the os pubis : here be-
ing joined by the fungous bodies, it forms that
curvature where it is connected to the os pubis
by the ligamentum fufpenforum. 3. It then de~
{cends directly to the g/ans.

To the ferpentine courfe of this canal is
owing that difference we perceive in the viru-
lent gomorrbea : and from hence it appears
how very rarely the venereal poifon afcends to
the firft flexare; and when it proceeds fo
high, how much more dangerous it becomes.

Its breadth varies, being very fmall at the
[phinéter vefice, fo as not to admit a catheter
without great refiftance; nor can we by a
fyringe impel any fluid into the bladder *.

From

* With all deference to the opinion of our excellent

Author, | muft diffent from him in this particular, havin
| f?*’»?rfl
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¥rom hence it is obvious the venereal poifon

can never find accefs to the bladder.
Afterwards the cavity enlarges, called its

membranous part, which is the largeft of all

foveral times thrown up into the bladder oil, broth, &'¢. to
the quantity of three or four ounces ; which has been re-
tained for forme hours, and then difcharged with the urine.
It is an operation not only praflicable, but of the greatelt
utility, in the dyfury, firangury, and ifchury, giving re-
lief when nothing elfe will : by it a foft, oily, or mucila-
ginous fluid is conveyed to thofe parts, which blunts the
acrimony of the urine, and fooths the inflammation. But
in the ifchury, when neither the catheter nor bougie can
be introduced, in fhort, when every thing has been tried
in vain, inje¢tions will frequently fucceed, as I have happily
experienced in divers cafes. A young officer, who had been
long troubled with a firi¢ture in the’ membranous part of
the urethra, had at length a total fuppreffion, attended
with thofe fevere fymptoms peculiar to that diforder. The
_ catheter, bougie, femicupium, &e. yielding no relief, I
then forcibly injected, by means of a ]arFe pyramidal
pointed ivory fyringe, two ounces of fweet o1l : by this the
refiftance ug tﬁe ri¢ture, and ftrength of the fphinéter,
were overcome, and found accefs into the bladder ; which
being ftimulated by an increafe of quantity, joined to the
voluntary efforts of nature, expelled the whole urine it
contained. As the bladder filled, the fame complaints
followed, and were relieved in the fame manner. Fthen,
with a view to more fubftantial relief, injeCted four
ounces foon after the urine was difcharged: this he re-
tained in his bladder, and found thereby great fervice: it
took off the pain, and the urine again collected was dil-
charged without farther affiftance. 1 repeated this method
twice a day, till the bougics could be introduced ; which,
for the fhort time he ufed them, removed all impediment
to the difcharge of urine; but being negletted, and ob-
liged to go with his company, he died about a year after,
from a total fuppreffion, at Belleifle; when I doubt not
but the fame means would have relieved him. This way
of filling the bladder was always pradlifed in the high
operation for the ftone. b

G 4 others,
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others, and wholly unconne&ed ; fo that when
a {tone is expelled by the violent contra@®ion of’
the bladder, it eafily finds admittance into this
fpace ; but is ufually ftopped by the accefiion
of the corpora cavernsfa, where the paflage is
much more narrow : from whence it happens,
that if the infection reaches the proftate gland,
the matter is retained between the wefica and
{pongy bodies, producing fflule of the moft
fatal confequences, owing merely to a cavity
terminating at each end in conftricted orifices ;
by which a fack is formed, whofe contents
make their way outwardly more readily than
into the bladder ¥, Where the corpora fpon-
giofa approach the os pubis, the urethra be-
comes {maller, and as it proceeds is again en-

¥ There is not a difeafe' more to be dreaded than fifta-
lous abfcefles of this part, by which not only the wrethra
and perineum is perforated, but as they fometimes extend
to the reffum, adjacent mufcles, &c, A young man, whom
I have feen frequently, lately died, after three years mi-
fery, of this diforder, which extended, by numberlefs fi-
nufles, to the rectum, forotwm, and at length to the bladder
itfelf. The perfon, whofe fkeleton I now pollefs, died in
the moft deplorable manner in St. Thomas’s Holpital. The
urine pafling through the perforated wrethra, infinuated it-
felt between the geh,ltei mufcles, which were thereby ma-
cerated and confumed with the moft exquifite torture. At
length it eroded the ligaments of the o5 femer:s and ifchium,
both which bones, with the flewm, became carious; and
the difcharge from thefe parts defiled an incredible quantity
of linen and bedding, Other cafes of this kind are lefs
deftru@ive; for I know a perfon who has borne one feveral
years without much increafe : a little urine pafles that way
every time he makes water, with a conftant but unequal
dw;hﬂ]'gﬂ of matter. jee 7 2% z'
larged,
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larged, as appears by the paflage of ftones
thro’ this canal.

It is the narroweft of all at the glans. At
this place the gonorrhea of the firft fpecies has
its feat, and which, the antecedent orifice be-
ing large, is thereby eafily difcharged, and
cured. y
The lips of the external contra&ed orifice
lie together in the clofeft contact: a gonorrbeea
of the firft fpecies always has its feat between
the os pubis and the apex of the glans, where
the matter has fufficient fpace for fluxibility,
till ftopt at the aperture of the penss, where
being retained, it produces fiftula’s, from the
acrimony it acquires by fuch retention.

B. We muft now fpeak of the urethra,
confidered as an excretory duét to the femen.
As foon as the wrethra arrives at the bulb,
it changes its original texture for another, con-
fifting of two membranes and an intermediate
corpus_fungofum.

The firlt is a continuation of the interior
membrane of the bladder, terminating at the
glans.

The fecond is two or three lines diftant
from the former, when the penis is erected :
their fituation is however parallel to each
other.

The third is denominated the fungous, cel-
lulous, nervous, or fpongy fubftance of the
urethra, arifing foon after the wrethra emesges
from the bladder, proceeding to and termi-
pating in the glans: This body arifes under

. the
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the vefica, and prefently appears in the urethra
it then runs between thofe two membranes
nearly the length of the penis, till approaching
the glans, 1s there refleGed upwards and out-
wards, forming that fuperextended eminence,
the pofterior part of which is called the corona
glandis, where it terminates: fo that the glans
penis is the fubftance of the corpora cavernofa
turned outwards.

This is confirmed by experiments. It is
now thirty years fince the celebrated Ruyfch
intirely filled the arteries of the penss with te-
pid water, cleanfing them from all their blood ;
which being done, he afterwards injected thofe
veflels with a red ceraceous fluid. When the
wax became hard, he then diffe@ted the penss,
and found that it had been tranfmitted thro’ the
arteries into the {pongious bodies, which, to-
gether with the glans, were intirely filled with'
the inje¢tion. Hence he fuppofed the glans
to be a kind of flethy fubftance, fimilar to that
of the fpleen. He then made a wound where
the corpora cavernofa penis unite themfelves
with the wretbra @ thro' the orifice he inflated
the part, and faw that the whole penss was
ereted, except the wrethra and glans, which
remained flaccid. Here he firft difcovered that
the fungous bodies of the penis and wrethra
had no commaunication with each other whilft
intire. 'When freed from their integcuments,
he found that air, inflated thro’ a fmall wound
into the corpora cavernofa penis, and there re-
tained : whillt another was made in the bulb

of
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of the urethra, and alfo inflated : that the glaxs,
uretbra, and whole penis became rigidly turgid.
This preparation, when dried, plainly difco-
vered the fpongious fubftance of the wretlra
to have a different fituation and texture from
that of the pens.

It is plain from fuch experiments, that dif-
eafes occupying thefe parts, may affe&t the
fpongious bodies of the uaretbra, but not thofe
of the penis.

Where the zrethra efcapes from the bladder,
there the proftate arifes, affording a paflage to
the membranous part of the urezbra thro’ the
middle of its fubftance, where it defcends
from the bladder: foon after it leaves this
gland, it is joined by the cavernous fubftance,
whofe origin forms that prominence called the
bulb of the urethra.

But what is the glans penis? The {pongious
part of the wrethra runs between two mem-
‘branes to the extremity of the pems, where
the whole fubftance of the interior membrane
is annihilated, except its moft thin and internal
lamella, which is expanded over the glans,
whilft the thicker and more external covers
its pofterior part : the glans then is a continva-
tion of the {pongious fubftance of the urethra,
ftill covered by its proper membranes,

Between the interior fabric of the glans, and
the exterior furface. of the extremity of the
gorpora cavernsfa pews, there Is a certain n-
termediate cellular fubitance, from whence a
gangrene of the penis often arifes, in which

) OF nothing
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nothing perifhes but the glans itfelf, the reft

remaining found.

If the fungous fubftance of the wretbra is
inflamed at its origin, near the proftate, then
the whole #rethra and fuperficies of the gland
fwell, as in a priapifm: in fuch a cafe, the
penis is incurvated, and drawn downward, the
other parts remaining flaccid : this, for the
moft part, happens in a gonorrbea, where the
urethra is in a ftate of tenfion, and accom-
panied with great pain, whilft the corpora [pon-
giofa penis are flaccid, and free from diforder 5
but when both are equally affe¢ted, then the
whole penis is equally diftended, and infletted
in ereCtions towards the belly. This is well
defcribed by Ruyfch, in his Obferv. Chirurg.

The penis is fupplied with arteries from the
internal iliacs, divided into many branches,
which penetrating the corpora cavernsfa, fup-
ply them plentifully with blood : if thefe are
well wathed, and afterwards inflated, the
whole penis is thereby diftended, even to the
fuperficies of the glans. It is from hence
plain the cellular fubftance is filled with pure
arterial blood in erections.

The veins of the penss, which again abforb
the blood, are fituated more externally than the
arteries : 1. The wena praputii, or rather that
of the whole penis : this runs along the fupe-
rior dorfum, and is comprefled by the os pubis
when the penis is ereCted. The 2. and 3. run
in a lateral dire@ion, till they meet with the

mufeuli erectores; by whofe action they are alfo
com-
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comprefled ; and thus the venous blood 1s
ftopt thro’ the whole peris. This hath been
demonftrated by Ruyich, who, after making
a ligatare at a proper place, inflated thofe
veins, by which the whole penis became turgid.
When the preparation was dry, he then found,
that the veins diftributed on the dorfum and
fides were preferved pervious and confiftent,
and that their extremities terminated in the in-
flated corpora cavernoja, by open foramina, thro’
which the air entered. The veins of the penis
are of two kinds; either thofe which receive
the blood diretly out of thefe cavities, or di-
re@ly from the arteries by inofculation. The
arteries have the fame divifion ; either thole
terminating immediately n the veins, or in
the cells of the fpongy bodies. From hence
the fubftance of thefe parts may be underftood.
The fungous texture of the urethra is moft
commonly affected in difeafes of the penis;
but when its outward and ftrong membrane s
eroded, very different complaints and confe-
quences are produced. See Ruyfchii Obferv.
Chirurg.

Moreover there is a kind of cellular fub-
flance, feated direély under the membrane
covering the exterior furfuce of the glans,
which, tho' very fine and thin, yet when in-
fated feems to pervade the whole penis. In
this diforder the penis appears turgid, pellueid,
or hydropical, but not inflamed ; and is wl-
ways incurvated, Nothing cures this com-

plaint but the application of cloths dipt n
cold
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cold water, and continued for feveral hours.
If emollients are ufed, the part becomes flac-
cid, and waftes by fuppuration. We now
come to confider the fabric of the penss, by
which pleafure is generated.

We are told by Tyfon, and many other ce-
lebrated anatomifts, that the external furface
of the glans is filled with glands, which I be-
lieve were never feen. Ruyfch has confuted
this opinion, and demonftrated that thofe
feemingly apparent glands, when viewed with
a microfcope, are fenfible papille : at the co-
rona they are very numerous: if the thin
membrane by which they are covered is a-
braded, they then look rough, and filled with
points like porcupines quills, Where thefe are
~ firft infected by the Jues, you might very eafily
fuppofe them glands; but they are little ver-
ruce. 'There is one thing more to be ob-
ferved, that the arteries diftributed to the body
of the penss terminate at the glans : if there-
fore a wound is inflited whillt the penis is
ereted, in a place where the blood is fo vio-
lently refifted, fix pounds of that fluid may
be difcharged in an hour’s time, and a man
muft inevitably die, if it is not fpeedily ftopt.

So if werruce arife, and the Surgeon con-
fumes the part as deep as the extremities of
the arteries, the patient will be fubject to a
hzmorrhage whenever the penzs is erected.

We ought further to obferve, that the ex=
terior membrane of the urethra not only lies
under the corpora cavernofa penis, but afforde

them
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them an external covering. It is very necci-
fary to be remembered, that I have called the
membrane conveying the urine, 7aferior : this
is covered by a fungous fubftance, on which
another membrane lies, which I call the exfe-
rior - this membrane not only furrounds the
urethra under the fpongy bodies of the penss,
but alfo the whole body of the pensis; by
which means there is a communication be-
tween the external penss and this membrane.

From whence it appears, that the /ues may
affe@ the dorfum penis, whilft the fungous bo-
dies remain untouch’d : thefe bodies are co-
vered by a common fubcutaneous membrane,
and that membrane by the fkin.

The interior membrane of the wrethra de-
mands our further confideration : this may be
divided into two very thin lamella’s, adhening
very ftrictly together, fo as not to be feparated
but by a long maceration : between this duy-
plicature there run veflels, of which I fhali
now remark, that the courfe of thefe veflels
is like that of the ureters into the bladder,
running a confiderable way between the mem-
branes before they open into its cavity; and
like them thefe emiffaries are placed obliquely.
Confult Morgagni Obferv. Anat. part.i. tab. 4.
Terrancum de vafts urethre. Guil. Cowperum in
deferiptionem partium genitalium in viris
Myctomiam edita. Cockburn in fraclatu de go-
norrbea 5 in which thefe things are madle
clear.

This
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This membrane is penetrated with thefe
pores, which are the orifices of canals, or /-
cunee, placed obliquely between thefe lamella’s ;
and in thefe canals is lodged a foft mucilagi-
nous matter, of the fame nature with the mu-
cus of the nofe, only in lefler quantity.

This humour may be exceedingly increafed
in a preternatural ftate.

Thefe lacune, different in fize, occupy all
the fpace between the external orifice and the
curvature of the wrethra, where it is connected
to the os pubis ; from whence to the bulb there
are no lacune ; and from the bulb to the neck
of the bladder, only the glandulez litriz.

The largeft /acuna is fituated about an inch
upwards from the aperture of the pents, and
is three eighths of an inch in length, forming
a hollow cavity, into which a hog’s briftle
may be introduced : if this cavernous fpace is
filled with ceraceous matter, it is thereby ex-
tended into a fack ; and when divided by in-
cifion, according to its length, you will find
it runs parallel with the wretbra.

The other /acune are large or fmall, in pro-

rtion to their nearnefs to the glans: they are
all the feat of a gonorrbea, but more efpecially
the lacuna magna.

In the fides of the greater cryptz of thefe
Jacune there are innumerable orifices, conti-
nually difcharging a liquor into the urethra, to
lubricate the paffage. The more vilcid part
of this liquor adheres to the fides of the ure-
thra, and is colleGed in the form of white

~ pellucid
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eafe, with tumors on the fide of the wrethras

" and almoft incurable filtulas.

We come now to the third region of the
gonorrbea. Very few have right ideas of this
part of the wrethra, where the proflate grow
together. De Graaff is the only author, who
has well defcribed and given a juft figure of
thefe parts. Where the bladder contracts it-
{elf, in order to form its neck, according to
Graaff, there is a thick part, of a foft {lippery
texture, furrounded by the fphin&er of the
bladder. This portion defcending, perpendicu-
larly in men, is received into, and covered by,
the proftate gland, for more than a thumb’s
breadth, ftill tending downwards : this is a
firm, compad, glandular body, tranfmitting
the wrethra thro’ its {ubftance.

As foon as the wrethra emerges from this
gland, it is infleCted upwards, in an acute
angle.

Precifely in the middle of this gland there
are twelve emiflaries, having very confpicuous
orifices, which eafily admit a hog-briftle.
Thefe come from twelve facks, of which the
proftate is compofed. When thefe are com-
prefled, a liquor is difcharged thro’ thefe ducts
apparent to the eye. In the centre of thefe
there are three other emiffaries, two larger
from the vefcicule feminales, with a {mall one
between them : thefe three are circumfcribed
by the twelve ; and when the femen 1s dii-
charged, a liquor flows, at the fame time

H. 2 through
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with nerves is painfully affected, there always
flows a large quantity of fluid, according to a
Jaw of nature unknown to us. For inftance,
if any thing acrid ftimulates the lungs, a
cough is immediately excited, and a copious
difcharge fucceeds, by which nature endeavours
to expel the caufe. The fame may be ob-
ferved in the eye.  Or if any other part of the
body is cut or burnt, a fluid is derived in
great plenty to the place affected. So alfo, if
the Schneyderian membrane is inflimed by
cold, and rendered imperfpirable, a flux of
humour fucceeds, with a {neezing, mn order
to give vent to the acrid {ftimulus. From
hence fome judgment may be formed with re-
{fpec to the matter of a gomorrbea, viz. -

As foon as the venereal poifoa is applied to
and received in the part, nature taking the
alarm, enlarges every aperture, thro’ which it
difcharges a thick liquid, to wath away and ex-
pell the poifonous matter. This is a true
rheum, as appears from the obfervation of
Sydenham. 1. Becaufe there is no great pain.
2, Becaufe there is no erofion or ulceration in
the urethra, when opened, 3. Becaufe the
patient in making water finds a great refiftance
in the part. |

The places affe@ted are the mucilaginous
vefiels, but efpecially the great Jacuna, in the
back of the wrethra, at the root of the glans,
This is made evident by various experiments ;
for this /scuna is fituated in the very place
where the firlt diftention is felt in a fimple

gonore
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Hence follows a flillicidium, which may be
difcharged from all the pores : from one cavity
only, or from all the lacunce of the urethra.

This tranfudation is made by the glandu-
lous fubftance of the wrethra ; but the ulcera-
tion hereby occafioned is fo mild, that it may
be fometimes negletted for fix, nay, for twelve
months, with tolerable regularity of life, with-
out much detriment to the patient ; fo that it
appears to be rather a preternatural diftention,
than a confumptive {uppuration. ”

What is the diagnofis 2 or, in other words,
how fhall the practitioner diftinguith the go-
norrbeea with certainty, with refpe& to its fi-
tuation and matter? I anfwer,

1. From the time when the infection
was received ; a circumftance that well de-
ferves our attention ; for I have ever feen,
that if the above-mentioned figns appear
on 2 man the very day in which he received
infeGion, fuch a one is eafily cured; but if
fourteen days intervene, during which time

.~ he had perhaps indulged himfelf in hard
drinking, and then at length the fymptoms
difcover themfelves, the dileafe will then be
of the worft kind. Some, indeed, arc of dif-

| ferent fentiments, though without the leait
| reafon.

2. From the place affeGted not being far
up the wrethra. This is eafily determined by
the experiment recommended, page 98.

3. From the matter: for if the quantity
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the anterior lacune, is of a white colour,
fomewhat more confiftent than cream, and
the urine difcharged without great pain, it is
then a gonorrbea fimplex.

4. If other fymptoms are abfent, as pain,
heat, tumors and ulcers, efpecially in the ge-
nitals, it is then a fimple gonorrbea. Bat this
poifon is fo fubtile, that if it only touches the
ferotum, or other parts, it there produces a
fpot, by which it is exempted from this dif-
tinction ; for then fo far it becomes the /fues
venerea ; and we may be aflured, that from
fuch a fimple gonorrbaa the lues never does
arife, but from neglect either of the phyfician
or the patient.

From hence we deduce a prognofis.

A. That this firft gonorrbea is eafily cured.

1. If proper methods are taken foon after
the infection is received.

2. If the patient carefully avoids all thofe
things repugnant, and complies with what are
neceflary to his recovery.

3. If care is taken to prevent an eretion of
the penzs ; this is the greateft impediment : and
almoft impofiible to be prevented, on account
of the perpetual fimulation, to which the pa-
tient is fubje, efpecially in the firft fleep. This
caufes an elongation and turgefcency, by which
the parts are lacerated : whence erofion and
ulcers, that greatly protract the cure, Much
then depends on the flaccidity of the pens,
with refpect to the prognofis,

iy rralhong He 4 If
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4. If the patient is of a, thin fpare habit,
he will fooner be cured, than thofe who are
loaded with fat, oil, and other humours,
B. This is the prognofis refpecting the cure:
which, badly managed, may degenerate into
the fecond {pecies ; for a fimple gonorrbea 1s
only a rheumatic dilation, without any ulce-
rous diathefis of the fmall mucilaginous ori-
fices ; but thofe, by degrees, are more and
more dilated, and then conceive a flight cor-
ruption, degenerating into little ulcers, which
neverthelefs do not at firft affect the interior
membrane, being double. But if the matter
is retained long, or the gomorrbea increafes,
the membrane is thereby eroded ; and, when
penetrated, the corroding matter does not dif-
fufe itfelf between its duplicature, but into
the fungous ihbﬁa&ce of the wrethra : which,
from its great dilajbility, renders the extrac-
tion of the poifon very difficult.
When the diforder arrives at this ftate, we
may pronounce,
1. That thefe little orifices will become cal-

lous. When the edges of thefe {mall aper-
tures are tainted by the infectious matter, they
degenerate into callofities, which afcending
towards the cavity of the wretbra, make a little
refiftance to the emiffion of urine.

2. From whence its propagation ; fuccef-
fively to other parts, and firft,

a. Towards the lacunce ; that is, it afcends
higher up, and more backwards, toward the

curvature
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phyficians, who, when they faw venereal ul-
~cers and puftules break out on the body,
affifted nature by prefcribing fudorifics : which
neverthelefs are of no ufe in a gonorrbea.

Our indication then is the expurgation of
this diforder by the flux: which is not wirus,
but the vehicle through which it is carried off.
This fhould be done in the eafieft manner
peflible. If a man difcharge an ounce of this
matter, not a thoufandth part of this is wholly
poifon : a very fmall quantity of the virus on-
ly adheres to it, and is thereby carried out of
the body. |

But how is this expurgation to be promoted ?

1. Not by impelling the poifon to any other
part of the body.

2. Nor ought we to endeavour to promote
a greater flux of matter for its expulfion.

3. Nor muft we {eck any other way for its
difcharge.

A. Our bufinefs is to procure a fufficient
quantity of thick matter, for then the cure is
eafy ; nor are we to admit a thought of
diminifhing it, till that is clearly indicated by
the appearances,

B. It ought to flow freely, and not return
again to the place from whence it. iflued ;
to this we fhould be very attentive, left it
{hould recede thro’ the membrane of the ure-
thra into the cellular fubftance. Further, we
thould be careful,

C. Left the matter be retained. When we
are found, fcarce ten drops a day is fecreted ;

but
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little ftimulating, the part immediately be- .

comes affeted by erections, with a fenfe of
pain. As thefe {hould be prevented, if pof-
fible, the patient fhould by all means abftain
from volatile or aromatic {pirits : which, by
increafing thofe {ymptoms, render the cure
more difficult.

1. The food fhould be chiefly compofed of
farinaceous fubftances : from oats, barley,
wheat, buck-wheat, rye, rice, and millet,
prepared in various forms, in very weak broth :
for if too ftrong, it caufes a venereal zentigo.

2. Pot-herbs ; as beet, fuccory, purflain,
endive, fpinage : thefe are the moft proper,
care being taken, that not too much falt or
pepper be added.

3. Roots: of carrot, viper's grafs, parinip,
goat’s-beard, &c. may be allowed,

4. Frefh butter-milk : as alfo flefh, and river
fith, in {mall quantity.

5. Flefh and fifh : thefe however, muft be
prohibited in great quantity, becaufe they eafily
putrefy, and render the body too libidinous.

6. At the fame time, the patient fhould
not be permitted to gratify his appetite with
the moft lufcious part of either roaft or boiled
meat : or what is feafoned by a faline or aro-
matic ftimulus ; fuch as oyfters, cockles, crabs,
lobfters, crayfith, caveer, fturgeon, brawn, and
fuch like; for the antients juftly remarked,
that thefe excited venery. In one word, we
fhould avoid every thing of that kind ; for I
am certain, if the phyfician is able to fupprefs

thofe
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thofe emotions, he will cure his patient with
eafe and fuccefs, which otherwife will be at-
tended with the greateft uncertainty : for if
Hippocrates ever {poke true, by how much
more the body is pampered, by fo much more
lafcivious it becomes.

7. Fat of all things, muft be carefully a-
voided ; for there is nothing into which the
vcnercal poifon more eafily infinuates itfelf;
hence fryed fith and fleth are moft pernicious.

8. Motion : ds running, hmi’e-racmg, fen-
cing; fhooting, &¢. are extremel}f injurious.
I have feen many gentlemen, who, -during
their travels, have unfortunately catched this
diforder, which, from the continual motion
in which they were engaged, was rendered
incurable ; for in riding particularly, the part
affected is fubjected to a perpetual concuflion,
contufion, and inflammation, by which the
poifon is rendered more active ; whence incu-
rable fiffule arife. 1 once faw a nobleman,
who, when at Rome, was affeéted by a fim-
ple gonorrbea, being obliged to return home,
on account of public bufinefs with which he
was entrufted, he firft made a rich entertain-
ment, to regale his friends before his depara
ture, and then fet out on a long tour to his
native country, by which the gonorrbaa was
greatly increafed in difcharge and acrimony ;
fo' that when he came hom:, the flux was
the moft foul and malignant that could pofe
fibly be. He confulted  almoft every n':::atcrl
phyfician in Euvrope without fuccefs. I had

172 him
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its bad effects. This was the chief remedy of the
great Braffavolus, who has faid, that nothing
contributes more to the preventing of this, then
new, difeafe, than immediately to wafh the
parts in pure water, as it is the beft menftru-
um ; but if a little vinegar is added, it then
refifts putrefcency. Hence it is, that in Spain,
before they engage with fuch women, they

wath thefe parts with the juice of lemons and

a little falt, as the glans, ferotum, pubis, praepu-
tium, infide of the wrethra, &e. taking care,
however, that the application is not too cor-
rofive, for then it would produce an inflam-
mation,

Take, for example, the following remedy,

R Aq. Flor. Sambuc. % XX.
Acet. Sambuc. % 1.
Sal. Marin. 3 Is.

Spirit. Vin. 3 1).

2. This ablution ought to be repeated every
twelfth hour,

3. After this ablution, every part that came
in conta& with infeted places ought to be
infufed in a bath, This is a moft impor-
¢ant article in the cure. It fhould be made
very emollient, that it may relax the rigidity
of thofe parts, thro’ which this poifon has in-
{inuated itfelf, thereby dilating the vefiels, {o
that the fluid may more eafily pafs outwards.

This bath fhould alfo be repeated every
twelfth hour : but why is the ablution to pre-
cede the bath ? Becaufe, that whatever of in-

infection
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fetion is colle@ted about thefe parts, might
not mix itfelf with the bath, and thus enter
the body. The ablution muft be made with
the praputium retratted ; for, as Sydenham has
remarked, even there alfo the venereal poifon
may infinuate itfelf. In fuch a bath the part
is to be kept for half an hour, that the pores
may be opened. If you afk the remedy, &

B Flor. Althe. Sambuc. e M.1j. Fol. Parietar.
M. i. Rad. Althe. %1s. Sem. Lint. contus. Z 1],

Let this be made into a decoCion, with a
fufficient quantity of common water, and then
exprefled thro’ a cloth, to the confiftence of a
mucilage ; then add Venice foap g1, By this
means the compofition will contain a pene-
trating, anodyne, and fomewhat aftringent vir-
tue. A moit antient writer recommended this
for the cure of the gomorrbea at its firft
eruption.

Away then with mercurials and ftrong lixi-
viums ; for by their ufe I have feen twenty
inflances, where a good gonorrbea has termi-
nated in the worft inflammation and priapi{m,
in the fpace of 24 hours time. '

This is the moft fimple and beft method of
treating this difeafe ; but lealt any one fhould
efteem it of lefs importance on that account,
change both the lotion and bath every three
days for another of fimilar qualitics, and then
return again to the firft.

4. After thus bathing, the part being wel®

dried and cleanfed, and the matter gently ex-
I 4 prefled





















142 Of the Virulent Gonorrhza in Men.

may proceed with fafety ; and, 2. That you
may have an. example for other prefcriptions.

I lately obferved, that all thofe things that
are aftringent, corrofive, or confuming, are
equally pernicious here, as fatal experience
has often taught : for the fame reafon, corro-
borants thould be avoided, becaufe thereby the
orifices are diminithed, from a conftriction
of their fibres. On this account alum is to be
rejeCted : the laft, or faccharum Saturni, difs
folved in water (by way of injection), confti-
tutes almoft every arcanum, and are in. general
ufe. Vitriolun Martis and Vitriolum Cupri are,
however, the principal. To thefe we may add
mineral chalybeats, called acidule, of which
the German Spa and Tonnelet are the moft
famous : in thefe the vitriol of iron abounds.
Others make a tinéture by infufing Balfam
Capivi, balfam of Peru, myrrh, maftich, oli-
banum, with faffron, &¢. in fpirits, of wine :
with this diluted they wafh the affected parts,
by which the flox is diminifhed, but the dif-
order is increafed ; for which caufe thefe
things were rejeCted by the antient phyficians,
to whom they were as well known as they
have been to the moderns.

Many ufe decoltions made of -the moft af-
tringent materials, as cinquefoil, tormentil-root,
fharp-pointed dock, and rhubarb itfelf, (which
being mixed with honey of rofes, is ufed in
injettion), ‘but as they are mixed with a large
quantity of water and honey, relax more than
afiringe : all thefe things I reject, o
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When the matter is in this manner brought
outward, we have a fjffulz, which terminates

‘not in the wrethra, but outwardly in the peri-

neum. By how much more the ulcer is di-
lated, by fo much more eafily it is cured, be-
caufe every part is more acceflible to digeftives,
and the difcharge of matter more free; on
this account we thould cautioufly avoid the ufe
of tents,

We fhould apply the moft powerful digerents,
whenever we fee the fides of the wound floccu-
lous or floughy ; fuch as Aloes, or Unguentum
Agyptiacum ; by which laft an efcar is made
in the fpace of twelve hours, when it muft be
taken away, and exchanged for a fuppurative
application. 'This alternate drefling muft be
continued till the floughs are intirely removed,
and the bottom of the ulcer is of a fleth co-
lour: after which a common digeftive is to be
applied during the granulation of the wound,
remembring at the fame time to preferve the
opening. If there is no fever, the bottom of
the wound appearing natural, and the pus good,
we are {ure the venereal poifon is difcharged :
we may then at length bring on a cicatrix with
fafety. But if a fungofity remains, apply the
following :

R Ung. Bafilic. % 1.
Mercur. precip, albi 3ij. 5

If this medicine is applied gently to the fun-
gous fides of the ulcer, it produces an efcar
with more eafe than the red precipitate, which
caufes too great pain: after which we are to

‘ ' infpect
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De Graaff, after him Ruyfch, but more
efpecially Littre, have demonftrated the profate
- to

dreadful fymptom, or a/zeds, is not very unufual ; and tho’ it
arifes now and then from an injudicious treatment, is not al-
ways to be accounted for; nor does it conftantly affeét Cow=
per’s glands, the proflate, or veficule feminales, efpecially if
fuch a method as that I have mentioned is pradifed in good
time. The agedo is not peculiar to any one fpecies of the
gonarrbea : it is however the immediate caufe of the worft
effeéts, fuch as our author has ranked in the third and fourth
- clafles. But thefe, notwithftanding what he has advanced
againft injections, catheters, and candles, may be entirely
removed by fuch means, if they are made ufe of before a
real fuppuration be%ins itz the proflate, &c. As to injections,
(See note, p. 137.) | have already explained how the flexible
catheter may be ufed, both for drawm% off the urine and
ougie : and when

we come to ftriCtures, caruncles, &, I fhall fpeak more
particularly of the bougies now in ufe, with fome improve-
ments in their ftructure and application.  But before I quit

n this fubject, I fhall further oblerve, there is one remarkable

fymptom more attends a venereal gonorrbea, tho’ but rarely,

‘wiz. an inflammation in, and a contra@ion of, the vefica

urinaria, attended with a total fuppreflion of urine. A
German, aged 25, had a clap, in which the heat of urine,
chordee, and other bad fymptoms, were confiderably di-

. minithed ; when at length he found not only a difficulty

|

of difcharging his urine, but that its quantity was very
fmall : at laft it was totally fupprefled, together with the
running ; when he felt great pain about the region of the
bladder and loins, not being able to endure the leaft com-

.+ preflion on the lower belly, which was very hard, but no
- ways fwell'd. The catheter was introduced, tho’ with

L

great difficulty, and drew off about a quarter of a pint o
“urine mixed with purulent matter: the end of the in- "
ftrument was covered with the fame : after which he grew
more ealy, I bled him plentifully, put him in a femicu-
pium, gave him a glrﬂcr and turbith vomit: the two former
relieved him a little; the two laft did not operate. He
- complained of fhiverings, wa;{ﬁvaifh, and very thirfty;

io
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that fome rath and unfkilful furgeons pretend
to effect this by their remedies. I would afk,
what is it to purge a glandular part? Isit
any thing more than to throw in good juices
thro’ the arteries, and that with fuch force,
and in fuch quantity, as to wath away the con-
taminating and contaminated ? Nothing more
has hitherto been effected in this cafe, by the
moft efficacious medicines, than giving the
parts fuch a difpofition, as they might lefs re-
fift the expurgation and difcharge of the dif-
order. I would further afk, what we are to
do, if the difeafe occupies the proflate and ve-
Jficulee feminales? Almoft nothing, unlefs fo
happy a turn takes place in the conftitution, as
" to enable the part to expel it by the mere
ftrength of nature.

There are fome who make ufe of wax
candles dipt in mercurial ointments, &¢. but
thefe can by no means reach the feat of the
diforder ; or fuppofing they could, they would
caufe a concretion of the whole wrethra, which
in this part is the thinneft, as it is not covered
by the fpongy bodies * ; and the fubftances by
which it is furrounded are of a lax texture,
being only the cellular and the fibrous mem-
branes of the proflate, together with the glan-

* A concretion may arife from the ufe of wax candles,
for ought I know. The bougies, however, in prefent ufe,
if rightly managed, have no fuch effeét ; but, on the con-
trary, are found a very fafe and effectual cure for almoft
every obftruction in the urethra. It is apparent our author
was not acquainted with thefe bougies,

dular !



T

Of the Virulent Gonorrheea in Men. 197

dular cellular fponges, of which that body is
made up: and it appears from furgery, that
there is no part more fufceptible of inflamma-
tion and fuppuration, nor any more difficult
of cure than the cellular membrane; for there
every diforder is apt to become fiftulous, fi-
nuous, &,

If the proffates are melted down into matter,
which is retained within its membrane, there is
then fome hope of expurgation, if the emif-
{aries are yet open ; but if they are clofed, the
matter {preads into the neighbouring parts, and
may be propagated to the vefica urinaria, in-
teflinum rectum, veficule [eminales, vafa ejacu=
lantia, epididymides, tefles, [crotum, perineeum,
&e. efpecially if the conftitution and ftrength of
the body is impaired, which moft commonly
1s the cafe in thefe patients: fuch I have my-
felf feen, and even much worfe than what
Vercellonius defcribes ; where the whole cel-
lular membrane of the wefica has been wholly
confumed, difcharging a putrid pus : where
the inteftines have been penetrated, and the
excrement has paffed out on the fide of the

Jerotum. 1 had alfo a cale under my care,

where the diforder fell on the upper part of
the perineum, and diffufed itfelf every way :

~ the wefica wurinaria was {fo much eroded, that

the urine continually drained thro’ the peri-
neum, [crofum, and pubis : for fuch there is nc
cure. Some of thefe miferable patients how-
ever remain in tolerable ftate fo long as they
purfue fuch methods as prevent the propa-

N 3 gation










oy oalj

fiy
4

S e VPOY PR T R PO, 3 :
fﬁj M't? mairet to 7wt - _H-—‘:HM i ﬁ;“ﬁi " 1::':‘;'
M?h At /& aaw‘?“mt'.% At (L !

’ﬁr,um n vidverald Wleer will Neal jeo 285

200 Of the Virulent Gonorrhza in Men.

‘ed by mercury: but if the teftimony of Syden-

ham is to be regarded, that mineral does no-
thing more in the /yes than diffolve the hu-
mours, and difpofe them for expulfion., To
make this more evident, fuppofe a thorn, or
any other pointed fubftance, infinuates itfelf
into the body: if inwardly, it there remains
till feparated by the vis wvite ; if outwardly,
it caules an inflammation and fuppuration, by
which the parts in conta@ are diffolved into a
fluid laudable pus, and with it the thorn is dif-
charged : it is not corrected, but expelled by
the vis vite. The lues venerea in like man-
ner infinuates itfelf into the fat, where it is
{uppofed mercurials may act upon it {pecifical-
ly ;5 but in reality they do no more than nature
herfelf in the former cafe, viz. by inducing a
kind of putrefattion on the humours, they
promote its expulfion. Hence I infer, that when
the venereal fabes has got into the pinguous
crypte, you can never expel it, tho’ you fill the
whole body with mercury ; but if you diffolve
the humours, fo as to render the whole body
flaccid, and then difcharge the poifon by other
means, the cure is performed ; but if the leaft
particle be left, it will break out again.

I have frequently tried fumigations, unions,
and large dofes inwardly, without being able
to produce any falutary effe®, either by the
fpecific or extinguifhing power of mercury.
In fuch a cafe the humours of the body fhould
be purged of every thing oleous: 1. By a ma-
i of Somma: Fginices Proph g e ating
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cerating diet. 2. By the moft aqueous drink.
- We fhould obferve the fame rule with refpeét
to oil, even in outward applications, by ex-
cluding plafters and ointments from fuch places,
and ufing aqueous topics as the moft emollient.
The body thould thus be filled with aqueous
and emollient remedies, till it becomes in fome
degree hydropical. 1 am not ignorant that
fome, on this account, have mifreprefented
me, as if I cured the lues venerea by inducing
a drnp{y ; but this is not worth notice. 3. By
an external bath, or by expofing the affected
parts to the fteam of warm water: {o that
both outwardly and inwardly they may be
relaxed as much as poffible. 4. By exciting
a ptyalifm with ergentum vivum, fo as to pro-
mote a ftrong but gradual fulivation. The
reafons upon which this practice (condemned
by fome) is founded are as follow.

1. It is plain and obvious, in the prefent cafe
efpecially, that the diforder occupies the adi-
pous membrane ; becaufe, if a very fat man is
falivated for the /ues, his corpulency will be
fo greatly reduced that he becomes like a dry
{keleton, from the evacuation of his fat. Hence
it appears, that mercury has the power of at-
tcnuatmg a tenacious oil to fuch a degree, that
it may pafs out of the body in the form of
water ; for in the whole cure nothing of fat
was ever feen to be difcharged, either in the
faliva, {weat, urine, or blood. As therefore
the Jues wenerea refides in the fat, the whole

cure confifts in attenuating that fubftance,
2. When-
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- I have now related every thing, fo far as I
am able to colle&, concerning this fpecics of
the mafculine gonorrbea.

1. From

produces a lofs of fubftance in that part, it can never after-
wards be reftored, as we every day fee in deep cancres of
the glans penis.

The only way by which a cure of fuch a fiffula in peri-
nes is to be obtained, depends entirely upon the Bougie
but here I do not mean thofe in common ufe : they muft
be fuch as abfolutely prevent the egrefs of urine thro’ the
wound, without which there is fcarcely a poflibility of fuc-
cefs : nor will the common catheter anfwer this purpofe ;
for no man can bear that inftrument conftantly in the wre-
thra and bladder, without the utmoft pain and danger.
This Bougie muft have the quality of that inftrument as
a canal; and that of the common Bougie, as flexibility,
mildnefs, and digeftion : all which is attainable by the
worm-catheter, when covered with the fame plafters ufed
in compofing common Bougies. With thefe (introduced
with its ftyle, which muft then be pulled out, leaving the
catheter in the part) the patient need not be confined : they
yield every way, and admit of any motion without injury 3
and are to be renewed only when the plafter is fomewhat
refolved, which will be in proportion to its confiftence : 1
have fometimes let them remain for four days together. In
the mean time the outward wound is not to be neglected :
callofities are to be confumed, digefted, and incarned : and
tho’ the urethra is never reftored, yet, by the concretion
of the teguments, a firm f{ubftantial cicatrix may be
brought on the part : after this is done, a common Bougie
fhould be frequently introduced, and continued till there
is no danger of a ftriCture from the cicatrix. If the fur-

eop is not furnithed with the above-mentioned catheter,
ge may make one of equal ufe, by winding a fmall well-
tempered wire upon a ftyle, covered as that is directed :
after which a fimall wire muft be introduced inftead of the
ftyle, that it may have flrength to pafs the wrethra into
the bladder. When we are fure it is within that cavity,
the fmall wire or ftyle muft be puth’d thro’ the extremity
of the Bougie, in order to give the urine a free paflage
thro”
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There is always a little of the venereal
tinCture remaining in thofe places, which is
very curable without a falivation, according to

“the rules laid down in the fourth gonorrhea,

if the proftates are firft emptied and afterwards

well expurged.
But if, under the notion of deftroying the

excrelcence, wax candles fmeared with ef-
charotic medicines are introduced, they excite
intolerable pain; and though they fhould by
chance feem to cure, yet the diforder returns

for the moft part in a fhort time ¥,
A. From

* Our author having defcribed the effe@s of the venereal
poifon on the veficule feminales, proflates, and Cawper’s glands,
with the fiftula, in which it terminates, feems to intimate
that ftrictures of the wrethra are alfo peculiar to thofe parts;
whereas there is no portion of that canal exempted from
a firi€ture. I am however of opinion with him they
are the confequence of a fiftula, for the reafons alledged
in the preceding note. He condemns wax candles with
the greateft reafon : he might have included probes of cat-
gut, lead, filver, fteel, and canulas of the fame materials,
through which efcharotics and even cauftics were applied
to the fuppofed caruncle. In fhort, as he has fubverted
the theory, he might with equal juftice have exploded
the practice of Turner, Aftruc and Wifeman, in their me-
thod of treating this diforder, whofe proceedings cannot be
thought on without horror : the honour of deviating from
the eftablithed method belongs to Le Dran, who rolled
linen dipt in melted wax upon cat-gut: Col. de Vilars
made fome improvement on Le Dran: the work was at
laft compleated by Daran, who luckily hit on a right com.
polition, by which the inequality of that part of the urethra
occupied by the ftricture was digefted, wafted away, and
the diforder cured. This author adopted the opinion of
caruncles without the fupport of a fingle faét : he attributes
fpecific virtues to his compofition, and is guilty of many

O other
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B. Whatis to be thought of a cure by
diuretics? This method has prevailed almoit
every where, but chiefly among empirics, who,
fo far as I have been able to learn, have ren-
dered their patients miferable thereby, Itisa
practice deftructive to the human race, and
ought to be every where exploded.

a. They tell us, the origin of the gonorrbza

is in the blood; and that the reafon why it
affects

virulenta ficca, or dyfuria venerea ficca, taken notice of by
Dr. Aftruc. This diforder has frequently occurred to me
in practice, tho’ not attended with all thofe fymptoms
recorded by the laft-mentioned writer ; who alfo defcribes
it as principally affeCting the profiates and veficule feminales.
Whether thefe are ever affeéted, or no, 1 will not pre-
tend to determine. ‘The complaints generally related by
fuch patients are, a burning heat in the wretbra, gene-
rally conftant, tho’ fometimes remitting ; extending the
whole length, or fixt to fome one or more particular
parts of that canal : nor did I ever perceive it to be accom-
panied with the leaft running. The moft common feat
of this heat is from the curvature to the extremity of the
penisy tho’ it now and then afcends higher. It is neither
the attendant or forerunner of any other difeafe, but
conftituting in itfelf a real, painful, obftinate diforder, very
dificult of cure. Nor is any thing more true than the
obfervation of Aftruc, that a gensrrbea ficca is much worfe
than that with a running ; becaufe the poifon, being're-
tained, erodes and injures the place affected the more on
that account. This complaint is {fo difficult to remove,
that all the means ufed in the virulent gonorrbza attended
with a running are here of no manner of fervice. What
then is to be done ? I anfwer, that if a running is excited
in the part, and kept up a proper time, the heat, and
its ftimulating caufe, will be removed ; which may be done
%eaft danger or inconvenience, by throwing

up the white Pracipitat, in the form and manner recom-
mended in Note, p. 224. If this be repeated every morn-
- 2 ing,
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it were, by an internal depuration to that part,
and there difcharged.

Thefe are the two fundamental hypothefes,
by which thefe men fupport their method as
of the greateft importance, and moft agreeable
to nature, which in part is very true ; for na-
ture does endeavour to expurge the gonorrheaa,
and expel it by diurefis ; from whence it hap-
- pens that a gonorrbaa fimplex, if it flows free-
ly, and the patient fubmits to a proper diet,
will fometimes cure itfelf.

I would afk thefe men, Whether a gonor-
rheea that is not thus mild, and whofe dif=
change is lefs free, ever cures itfelf? Or, if it
requires greater help, whether diuretics alone
are fufficient for its cure ?

A decottion of mild diuretics in water, as
leaves of goats rue, rue, capers and liquorifh,
have frequently cured many gonorrbeas, with
great abftinence, from fat efpecially ; but thefe
are not fuflicient where the matter is either
yellow, green, or thick, accompanied with a
heat in the wrethra.

Where thefe fymptoms appear, I allow they
change their method, and exhibit every kind
of turpentines and balfams, which yield a
fweet odour to the urine; whence it is they
place every requifite for cure in Cyprus tur-
pentine, balfam of Capive, Peru, Mecca, and.,
the balfam of Gilead, which is commended as
a capital remedy. All thefe taken by one in
- perfect health, imprefs the urine with a violet
- fmell ; and as they obtund all the acrimony of

O 3 the
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the urine, fo they cure many gonorrbeas,
efpecially if emulfions of poppy, lint, the
four greater cold feeds, and {fuch like, are ufed
at the fame time. But I repeat it again, whilft
the matter is malignant, what avail thefe tur-
pentines ! For the moft part, fwelled tefticles ;
becaufe the urine being urged with viclence,
and the infe@ion agitated thereby, they alt
more as a {timulus than by way of lotion:
whence the heat of the penss is increafed,
fucceeded by a little tumor of ‘the corpora
waricofa vel pyramidalia, which foon extends -
to the 7effes.

Ye now fee the reafon why a mild gonorrbea
only is capable of being fubdued by the diu-
retics above-mentioned : but if thefe bring on
heat, itching, tumor, &¢. you then fee the
neceflity of defifting, and having immediate
recourfe to the purging method.

¢. Tulpius, Bartholine, or both, have given
it as their opinion, there are certain poifons in
nature, which, when taken into the body,
difcover themfelves principally in the urine;
as Millepides, Vermes Majales, and Canthari-
des. By thefe the quantity of urine Is in-
creafed, becomes feetid, and of a high flaming
colour: if the dofe is large they produce a
true gonorrbea, not to be diftinguithed from
one that is venereal; whofe matter is vifcid,
yellow, and even bloody, accompanied with

inful ere@ions. All thefe effets may be pro-
duced by the exhibition of 31i. of Cantharides.

The above-mentioned authors obferving this,
concluded that thefe poilons would attenuate -
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and difperfe an obftinate venereal gonorrbea.
Hence it was that the Tin¢tura Antinephritica
- of Tulpius became fo famous throughout Eu=-
- rope. This tincture is made by infufing pow-
der’d Cantharides in Spiritus Nitri dulcis, by
which an effervefcence arifes, that will con-
tinue for more than fix years. If the glafs is
well ftopt, the efferveicence feems to ceafle, or
elfe it expels the cork, or burfls the vial : from.
whence Homberg affirms, that there are per-
petual effervefcences betwixt acids and fome
particular alcalies. Bartholine infufed or boil-
ed the flies in Spiritus Vini, and thus com-
pofed a medicine which is faid to cure the
moft obftinate gonorrbeas, under the title of
Tin¢tura ad Gonorrhzam.

Whilft young in practice, I exhibited thefe
tinctures to feveral lencophlegmatic patients:
amongft the reft a gentleman, fufpeting he
had fomething of a gonorrbea, wanted a medi-
cine that would both difcover the diforder and
facilitate the cure. I gave him a fmall guantity
of the Tincura Cantharidium, defiring him
to take only a few drops now and then ; but
he, defirous of difpatch, took double the quan-
tity at one time, and was immediately feized
with a violent itching and heat in the wrethra, -
accompanied by a continual dribbling of urine,
yellow and green matter, ftriated with blood.
Thefe complaints were foon allayed by afo-
mentation of warm milk, and drinking plen-
tifully of liquorith-tea and milk *. We

% ] have feveral times made ufe of the Tindtura Can-

tharidium of the London Difpenfatory, in cafes where an
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charged, they induce a little efchar in thofe
parts; and if the diforder is feated in the an-
terior /acune only, the flux will be ftopped in
three or four days : and thus the cure is {peedi-
ly completed.

Where the gonorrbea has been extremely

mild, there I admit fuch a method has fome-
times fucceeded : it is neverthelefs extremely
fallacious ; for if made ufe of where the dif=
order is fomewhat more fevere, it is followed
by tumors, and a variety of other evils.
- 4. The other method is by injecting certain
medicinal preparations, of qualitics oppofite to
the venereal poifon : but thefe are fo injurious
to the human frame, as to endanger the life
of the patient. For inftance, corrofive Subli-
mate is of fuch an acrid burning nature, that
it deftroys every kind of animal bodies; yet
when mixt with Sal. Tartaris, it immediately
becomes mild and inoffenfive. There are
certain poifons injurious to one animal, by
which another is no ways affeted: for in-
ftance, we frequently fee a peftilentious dif-
temper rage amongit one {pecies, as oxen, &e.
whilt men, horfes, theep, &¢. are wholly ex-
empted from the infetion. On the contrary,
when the plague rages among{t men, all other
animals efcape the infection.

Some phyficians have boafted, there is not
a poifon in all nature, to which medicine does
not afford fome known antidote.

Now the Jues venerea is a moft acrid poifon,
chiefly infeCting the human fpecies : I would

therefore
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When the part fwells in this manner,
the reflux of humour is prevented, and the
circulation of the blood diminifhed: fo that
from the increafe of fluid the fwelling rifes
to a prodigious fize in the fpace of twenty-
four hours, In other parts of the body, where
the circulation is languid, there are mufcles,
which by their action accelerate the blood ;
here there are none.

An extreme hardnefs attends this {ymptom,
which is nothing but the diftention of the cel-
lular membrane to fo great a degree, as to re-
femble a folid fubftance.

Next follows a fuppuration, which gene-
rally deftroys the whole praputium ; for the
ulcer endeavouring to difcharge its contents,
and being confined by the conflriftion of the
part, the pus {preads and corrodes on all fides.

Hence arifes a can%é?. We ought to be very
cautious in preventing a fuppuration, which
may terminate in a gangrene; but at leaft
when a fmall ulcer begins, it is prefled again{t
the glans by the conftriction of the part, fo
that the warm humours cannot be evacuated ;
and when an aperture is made, the lips become
retorted. Thele are commonly called thankers;
concerning which Sydenham {ays, that the

“neceflary, to prevent a deformity of the part, which would

otherwile purfe and bag under the frenum preputii. In=
cifion however is not required but where the cafe is «x-
tremely bad ; becaufe it may in general be cured with
proper and frequent injections. And even if a mortified
picce feparates from the fide, the part will reunite if the
praputium is retracted and retained behind the coroma glandis.
| bottom
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happen, when, thro’ fear of an inflammation,
fuppuration, or gangrene, he adminifters too
debilitating medicines. When the preeputium
fwells, if emollients are applied, its membranes
degenerate into a mucid gangrene; and it
ought always to be remembered, that the
greater the {welling is, by fo much thinner is
the membrane, and the thicker is the matter
contained. 2. On the other hand, fome, ob-
ferving this great tumor, conclude that there
muft be a difcharge ; and {o far they are in the
right : but in procuring it they have recourfe
to the moft powerful medicines ; fo that if a
refolution of the part does not fpeedily take
place, inftead of a mucid there will be an in-
flammatory gangrene.

I have feen fo many inflances where the
utmoft fkill was neceffary to guard againft
thefe two extremes, that I muft be pardoned
if I enter minutely into this fubjec. '

Suppofe a young robuft perfon, of a bilious
warm temperament, in the heat of fummer,
to have a large inflammatory {welling on the
preputium ; what method is to be taken ?
1. I anf{wer, Bleed plentifully. I have affert-
ed.before, that a gomorrbea ought always to
be carried outwards, and difcharged by the
fame outlet through which it entered. This,
you will fay, is inverting my own rule ; and
foitis, if you do nothing elfe. But let it be
remembered, this is only done for the fake of
avoiding greater mifchief. If the phymofis by
this means fubfides, I am f{epfible that part of

the poifon muft be carried into the blood.
' 2.1
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2. I muft therefore have recourfe to medi-
cines which fhall expel the infeétion; and if
it be in the beginning of the diforder, there is
no neceflity for falivation, fumigation, or
baths ; a purgative hydragogue every day will
be fufficient. By this means the membrana
cellularis, in which the difeafe lurks, will be
gradually diminithed and diflolved.

The following remedy is, of all others, the
beft adapted for this purpofe.

R Rad. Falap. 51.
Fol. Sen. {s. 38.
Scrophul. Maj. 3ij.8.
Sal Prunel. 31.
Infunde [patio * hore tum colature 3 ij. expreffe
adde Manne Calabrice 3vj.

This purge is to be repeated every day till
the parts relax without a putrefcence; which
will generally happen on the fourth or fifth
day.

/ . Now is the time for cleanfing the {urface
of the glans and preeputium, When furgeons
have brought their patients to me under this
complaint as incurable, I have found that there
is an abfolute neceflity of getting accefs to the
concavity of the preputium. To this purpofe
finall leaden pipes muit be gently infinuated
betwixt the glans and praputium, and by that
means with a {yphon a liquor may be injected.*
The nature of the inje@ion muft be deter-

* Syringes without pipes are much more convenient,

and lefs injurious, than thofe our author recommends.
See Note, p. 139.

mined












Of the Virulent Gonorrhza in Men., 241

the like ; but perceiving thefe things to pro-
duce a callofity, they returned to wine again,

In Germany the method of keeping fleth in
the fummer is to fteep it in Rhenith wine, with
a little fea-falt ; by which means it may be
preferved a whole feafon,

Now if you take % xij. of the beft wine, %i.
of Sal Ammoniac, and % xij. or Zxiij. of diftilled
vinegar, and make a fomentation, and keep it
to the part all night, it is a remedy which I
have never known to fail in thefe cafes. When
thefe fomentations cannot be ufed, the Em-
plaftrum Meliloti is their beft fupplement.

Of Venereal Warts.

I F the extremity of the nerve grows out of
the epidermis, into a hard rough tubercle
without pain, it is called a Wart.

Now warts grow in two places : firft, where
there is a cutis ; 2. when the nervous papilie
have nothing but the epithelion to proteét them.
In the laft cafe they are the moft obftinate and
dangerous, as in the pudendum, &e.

I never faw a more horrid fpectacle than
a man at Amfterdam, who was beginning to
have myrmercie or formicule all over his face :
he advifed with one perfon and another ; but
the warts increafed both in number and fize,
till his face was entirely verrucous. \

The texture of thefe warts is the fame witi:
the papille, which {well and become luxuriant,
of various forms. The nerve is the fame, only

(L its
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its integuments protuberate. If in trepanning
for an apoplexy the pia mafer be in the leaft
injured, the cortex of the brain is extruded,
by the impulfe of the carotides, thro' the hole
in the fkull, into a kind of fungus. The rife
of warts is fimilar to this.

Every wart being neglefted at firft, in-
creafes, becomes painful, rough, and of a red,
purple, or black caft. If they be cut, the pa-
tient may die of an hemorrhage, or they grow
cancerous : an inflammation fucceeds, which
brings on exquifite pain; and as they cannot
be refolved, a luxuriance and putrefaltion
follow.

Warts are not dangerous in places guarded
by the cutis: they are the worlt where it 1s
wanting, as in the eye, mouth, nofe, &c. In
men they fometimes cover the whole furface
of the glans penis ; and no wonder, becaufe it
is formed only of an infinite number of papilie
lying upon one another, in greater quantity at
the corona than the aperture of the wrethra;
and confequently they are more dangerous in
the former cafe than in the latter, becaufe the
epithelion being more thin and weak here, and
the @is vite more urgent, the parts f{eparate,
and warts rife up in every point in the form
of aring; which has induced fome writers to
think they contain certain animalcula. Hence
they degenerate into a cancer, and often f{well
into ¢rifie fo large, as fometimes to be feen
to projcct without the gland, even whilft co-

vered by the preputium,
I I have
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I have obferved warts to grow in the urinary
paflage without occafioning pain, or hindering
the courfe of the water : in fuch cafes, when
it has not been advifeable to ufe cauflics, I have
given a purgative of Turbith mineral; after
which the warts have perithed, and been dif-
charged with the water.

Sometimes thefe warts grow in the anterior
part of the urethra, {o that they are vifible at
the orifice of the penss, -

Thofe who treat them injudicioufly with
corrofives, generally excite fuch a motion and
efflux of the humours, as will inevitably pro-
duce a fchirrus or cancer.,

The CURE.

1. A very brilk mercurial purge muft be
given, to diffolve the blood and expel the ve-
nereal poifon, otherwife all local applications
will have no effe@. This is a radical cure ;
and tho’ it be violent, it is abfolutely neceflary,
efpecially when the warts are fomewhat ele-
vated ; for then they will never yield to any
topical remedy. |

Turbith mineral was the medicine firft pre-
feribed by Paracelfus, in Libro Nofocomii,

- where he fays, if quickfilver be diffolved with

oil of vitriol, &¢. and five or fix grains of 1{
given in Theriaca, it is a fovercign remedy
againft warts,

There was a woman at Paris very famous

for curing the vencreal difeafe. She gave very

Q2 large
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large dofes, and reduced her patients to the
laft ftate of debility. By this means fhe cured
thofe diforders which no other method could
have removed ; and her fecret was only Tur-
bith mineral.

Helmont the father, {peaking of the Para-
celfic mercury, fays, Take the powder of In®.
de Vigo (which was Precipitate prepared with
his own hand ) pour upon this the oil of
vitriol diftilled to the utmoft by a fire of three
days continuance : the fpirit of nitre is thus
expelled, the mercury is deftroyed by the oil
without ebullition, and the Turbith mineral
produced. This fhould be wafthed with water,
to diminith the acrimony.

Paracelfus very judicioufly gave it with The-
riaca, which is very proper to prevent any
inteftinal hzmorrhage. Sydenham likewife
fpeaks in its praife: but it ought to be well
prepared ; for if the powder remains white, it
is not fufficiently edulcorated, and may occa-
fion a diarrbea. It thould be of a citron co-
lour, and without tafte.

When the conftitution is weak, it fthould
be adminiftred with caution, 7. ¢. from iv to
viij gr. Cockburn gave from xiv to xv grains.
I never exceeded viij, and have met with all
imaginable fuccefs:

If three grains of white precipitate be mixed

# with pilul. cochice ad 38. it is of great fervice :
and one or two grains of red precipitate mixed
+ with the Extrarfgt. Cathol. gr. x. is of equal

heilﬂ-tji“_{rﬂn__d fofr (elein'e wrer< wry B
! R ¢ Some-
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Sometimes the patient, after taking thefe
medicines, is feized with violent colics: in
which cafe the Theriaca with oil of almonds
muft be adminiftred immediately ; for it is
a fign that the inteftines are eroded *.

2. Thefe

* With refpeét to verruce and cancers, 1 have had fre-
quent occafions to obferve, that the moft corrofive pre-
parations of quickfilver given internally, as Turbith mi-
neral, Pracip. rub. are of much more fervice than thofe
that are compofed of pure Argent. &%. ‘This is apparent
where the Calomel, or folution of corrofive Sublimate, £7c.
are taken in fuch cafes. A great variety of medicines and
noftrums, compofed chiefly of Argentum Vivum, have at
different times prevailed fince the appearance of the Jues ve-
nerea and gonsrrhaa; each of which has been extolled, as
containing a fafe, eafy, and certain cure for both thefe dif-
eafes, with all their various fymptoms, of whatever degree or
duration. I hope I fhall not be accufed of want of candour,
when I pronounce the whole clafs of Arcana’s fo many bafe
impofitions on the public: for it is evident, that not any
one preparation of mercury, however mixed or compounded,
is proper for all cafes, or for any one individual cafe,
throughout the cure. I admit that every one of them
may cure, under all the difadvantages with which they are
adminifter’d : but this is nothing more than what may be
as f:ﬂuent]}r obtained by any common preparation of
quickiilver whatfoever, taken at random. There is no
other difference, with refpect to mercurial medicines, but
as they are more or lefs mild, approaching nearer to pure
Argentum Vivum, or receding from it, by being mixed
with ftimulative cathartics, or compounded with vitriolic
other acrimonious menftruums, or exhibited in different

uantities, &c. There is not one of the moft celebrated
grcana’s which I have not, at a confiderable expence,
made an impartial trial of, both in the fues and gonorrbe.:,
comparing their effets with each other, and with the more
common, known, and authorized mercurial preparations ;
and I am perfeétly fatisfied, that all mercurjals given in-
' Q3 wardly
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2. Thefe purges being ufed two or three
days, the parts fhould be fomented, that the
warts being foftened, may change their {chir-
rous nature, and fo prevent an inflammation

wardly have precifely the fame effects in a ratio propor- -
tioned to the acrimony or mildnefs of the preparation,
dofes, ftrength, and temperament of the patient. Bellofte’s,
Keyfer’s, and the mercurial pills of the London and Edin-
burgh Difpenfatories, &'¢. have nearly the fame operation :
Keyfer's however are the mildeft; but their effects are
more flow than the reft of this clafs : all of which feem to
be made of quickfilver kill'd, with fome balfam, powder,
¢, and mixed with different cathartics.

Of the chymical preparations, Turbith Min, Pracip.
rub. alb. Mercurius dulcis, and all the Panacea’s, have the
fame effeét on the body, and every ftage of the /ues, when
given in dofes proportioned to their greater or lefler acri-
mony. The fharpeft however, fuch as the Sublimate, &',
by no means agree with a gonorvbea. This is not owing
to the quickfilver, but to certain adventitious qualities de-
rived from chymical proceffes and mixtures. "T'he Mercu-
rius dulcis, which is the mildeft of this clafs, poflefles all
the advantages, without the inconveniences, attending the
more acrimonious, and may be exhibited in in a gonorrbza
without the tedioufnefs and uncertainty of the Pillule Mer-
curiales, &¢. for when given with due caution, it will cure
with more certainty in half the time which thofe of Bellofte
or Keyfer require. I admit that the Calomel does not ope-
rate uniformly ; that at one time it purges, at another
conftipates, often makes the mouth fore, and endangers a
ptyalifm : but thefe various effects arc always owing to
the negligence of the patient or the imprudence of his fur-
geon. Nor is the Calomel lefs efficacious in the worft
werruce than Turbith or Pracipitat, rub. without the dan-
Fer attending thofe medicines, efpecially when taken in

aroe dofes. . -
hus we fee that Mercury, which in judicious hands is
the moft fovereign remedy ever difcovered, may become

the moft dangerous and fatal when impraperly adminiftred,

obuc .
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from the increafed quantity of blood brought
to thefe parts, by a decotion of new milk,
boiled with linfeed to the thicknefs of cream,
to which Bafilicum may be added.

3. Afterwards we fhould touch the parts
with a gentle efcharotic, fuch as

R Vitriol. Cyprin. 3.
Ag. Rofar. 3). 8.
Or,
B Aum. UA. 3.
Agq. Rofar. Calrd. % 1ij.
Or very f{lightly with the Lapis Infernalis.

Emollients fhould always precede the ufe of
efcharotics ; for if there be any degree of
erection, or any remains of infection, an in-
flammation will inevitably enfue.

4. All thefe things being done, let the parts
be covered with Emplafirum Diapemphol. and
the effe@ will be a very promifing feparation.
Caution muft be ufed, left the warts be irritated
by too violent cauftics ; for by that means
horrid cancers are formed.

All warts within the wrethra are cured in
the fame manner. If more expedition is re-
quired, inject three or four times a day a
decotion of marfh - mallows and honey of
mercury diluted in new milk.

Some writers of note prefcribe Oil of Vitriol,
Precipitate of Mercury, Troches de minio Vi-
gonis: but in my opinion you will have more
fuccefs if you fecond the ufe of emollients
with gentle efcharotics.

Q4 CoroL-
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itching in the part, fo may it be eafily pre-
vented by a little caution.

But when the diforder has taken place, it
is cured with great difficulty.

. We muft bleed the panant plentifully,
that whatever is adminifter’d may the morz
eafily be conveyed to the part affected.

2. An antiphlogiftic purge muft be taken
every three days, to remove the inflammation.

3. A thin diet.

4. A daily bath.

5. A wax candle muft be gently introduced
a little way up the wretbhra, in order to dilate
it, that the foramen may become confpicuous,
and to prevent the remedies applied to it from
touching the oppofite part of the wrethra.

6. Whilft the candle continues in the wre-
thra, the fiflula mult be touched with a very
fmall fharp-pointed piece of Lapis Infernalis,
and continued whilft one can number fix or
eight, in which time the callous margin will
be eroded. The Lapis muft then be taken
away, and the candle continued.

7. The candle is to be left for two or three
hours, till the force of the cauftic is fpent, and
that it may not find accefs to the oppofite fide
of the wrethra. By this time the lips of the
wound will appear crude, when the fffula
muft be walh’d with milk, and the candle
withdrawn. 5

8. It is then to be drefs’d with Baﬁhcum, or
Balf. Arcai mixed with frefh butter : thefe
afiimilate eafily, and will cure the fffu/a. o

0
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Of the Tumor of the Teftes in a Gonorrhaa.

T HIS tumor occupies the whole fubftance
of the teflis. At firft it is fomewhat foft,
but afterwards it becomes truly {chirrous, ex-
truding itfelf equally outwards.

It frequently arifes fuddenly, but for the
moft part increafes {lowly to an enormous fize,
accompanied with great uneafinefs, without
acute pain, under the os pubis. This uneafinefs
is owing to the Zeffis being fufpended by the
tunica vaginalis, {permatic veflels, and vas de-
ferens 5 all which are commonly affected : for
the diforder generally begins in the epididymis,
from whence it extends to the varicofe veflels
of the #¢ffis, and its was deferens; which laft
becoming much larger and thicker than before,
the tumor is thereby propagated to the wef-
cula feminales. The fp:)) dymis often fwells
without the zgffis; and after the tumor is
cured the vas deferens frequently remains {chir-
rous.

From hence we learn, that all the vefiels of
the zeftis are {well'd; fince the tumor uni-
formly diftends not only that body but the
whole feminal fabric.

The caufe is a greater collection of humours
than in a natural ftate, and that becaufe they
are not evacuated, as in a ftate of healch *,
The
* The caufe of this tumor, affigned by our Author, is

pretty near the fame as what is alledged by Dr, ﬂﬁni::,
ut
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diforder, which occupies the more internal and
¢jaculatory veflels.

The tefiis, which is covered with a nervous
tunic, has two orders of veflels ; the one com-
poling its whole fabric, and not only fecret-
ing, but retaining the femen; the other are
fo difpofed, that they fupport, preferve, and
nourith the former.

The firft kind are a continuation of the ar-
teries, which do not terminate in the veins,
but in very fmall receptacles; into which they
difcharge the fecreted genital liquor through
their minute patulent orifices. In brutes there
1s only one fuch receptacle, called Corpus High-
morianum, &c. The femen therefore appears

quently fee in the inguinal, fubmaxillary, and other glands.
Perhaps this may be owing to their delicacy, and flownefs
of their circulation. Great advantages are however de-
rived from this impediment to the further progrefs of the
infection, when followed by a vigorous fuppuration of thefe
glands, which commonly happens when they are infected
by the tranfition of the virus from a neighbouring part,
where it was firlt received, as in an inguinal bubo from
recent cancres of the glans penis, &,  Such a termination
however feldom happens in the epididymis ; for when pro-
per means are made ufe of, the running and all its fymp-
toms again return to the urethra, when the tumor fubfides
without fuppuration, or any other appearance than a re-
turn of the gomorrbaa virulenta. Some fmall part indecd
of the epididymis remains harder than before, without any
injury to its funitions. Whether this return is by lym-
phatic veflels, whofe fituation is retrograde to the fgrmer,
I will not pretend to determine. Thus much I think is
certain, that there is in all fuch cafes either a partial or
perfect tranfition of the venereal wirus from the wrethra to
the epididymis, and wice werfa, and that not only by the
courfe of the feminal canals, but from fome other commu-
nication by means of lymphatic veflels, &,

to
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to be retained in two places: for Bouclarius
Datyrius has demonftrated that the z¢ffes of a
boar are divided by a feptum ; on each fide of
which he perceived a great number of diftinct
cells, terminating in the Corpus Highmorianum.

A like fabric obtains in the dormoufe and
field moufe, than which there are no animals
more falacious or fertile : but when we unra-
vel the tefticle of all other animals, their
ftructure appears to be the fame as we have
defcribed in men, where the feminal liquor
pafles through the epididymis and vas deferens
into the weficule [eminales. 1t muft however
be obferved, that in thofe animals which have
frequent coition, all the femen is not firft fent
to the weficule feminales : for during the vene-
real orgafm their vafa deferentia are equally
comprefled with the feminal veficles, and dif-
charge the femen by a different way, as appears
from the courfe of thofe canals.

When a tumor arifes in the zeffes, its ex-
cretion is impeded, the part is inflamed, and
its vefiels become varicous; which is the reverfe
to what happens in the bydrocele.

1, This tumor is caufed by whatever ob-
ftrucs the was deferens, particularly when the
gonorrbaa is ftopped by reftringent remedies :
for then the communicating /lzcune being filled
and diftended with retained matter, may not
only comprefs the proflate gland, but even the
veficulze feminales. Such a tumor very feldoin
occurs where the gonorrbea difcharges freely.

2. Violent motion, particularly riding.
3. The

e
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. The ballamic method . of cure which is
pratifed at Amiterdam, Rotterdam, and at
moft fea-port towns, where there are great
numbers of feamen. We have already given
our opinion of balfams, prepurations, cantha-
rides, &c. and thown that though they fome-
times fuddenly accomplith a cure, they are
alfo attended with the greateft danger.

A like tumor fometimes arifes without
any venereal caufe, at or about the age of pu-
berty, from the fluxion of genital fluids, at-
tended with great pain.

This diforder, after lafting three or four
days, difappears fpontaneoufly : it is fimilar to
thofe pains in the loins felt 1n females at the
beginning of their menftrua,

If fuch a tumor is complicated with a ve-
nereal infetion, it produces fanious ruptures,
and the worft fiftula’s in the ferotum.

The teflis feldom fuppurates, unlefs the ve-
nereal Zabes has diffufed itfelf throughout the
whole body, which conftitutes a fecond {pecies
of this diforder, joined with the Jues venerea;
but this does not happen once in a hundred
cafes.

In order to cure, 1. The original obftru&ion
muft be removed by refolution, and, 2. The
infpiffated matter rendered fluxile. But this
muft be done with the greateft prudence, and
without precipitation._

1. To effe@ the firft, we muft have recourfe
to plentiful and frequent bleeding.

- “oias Fhe
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2, The fecond is to be obtained by the
moft refolvent, attenuating, and antiphilogiftic
purges ; {uch as agaricus, folia fennz, tamarindi,
and manna : all thefe refolve the blood, and
evacuate it by the rnteflinum reclum. We have
not a more remarkable proof of this than in
manna, %i. of which will fometimes difcharge
{feveral pounds of water this way, without ex-
citing the leaft inflammation: 31. of cremor
tart. produces the fame effe.

The medicines above commended being apt
to create a naufea, may be correfted by the
Scrophularia aquatica five nodofa, to which may
be added Radix Graminis, or its juice : they
fhould be continued till they caufe a kind of
diurnal diarrkea.

3. But as they frequently induce a trouble-
fome rigidity on the parts to which they are
determined, this may be prevented by a timely
exhibition of an emulfion of poppies, with
Lapis Prunellz; or of oatmeal, barley, the
four greater or leffer cold feeds: but the
very beft remedy of all others is nitre, by which
this complaint is allayed and extinguithed with
the greateft certainty.

4. As the diforder is feated fo near the ix-
teflinum rectum, fo baths and fomentations appli-
ed to that part are of fingular efficacy in re-
folving the tumor; hence emollient and
refolvent glyfters of milk, = with fyrrup “of
marth-mallows or honey, and a little nitre,
{hould be thrown up the redfum after every

ftool.
5. Emollient

o oerete
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5. Emolilient fomentations, and refolvent
cataplafms of the farinaceous kind, fhould be
applied to the pubis, perinceum, and ferotum.
Thefe laft are of great fervice; for whatever
dilates the arteries, refolve equally with what
attenuates the fluids. For inftance :

R Farin. Fabar. Rom. 3i.
Eoque cum Oxycrato, Jub finem, addendo.
= Sal Ammoniac q. 5. &
Olei Lini aliquantulum.  f. Cataplafina.

6. The part fhould be fumigated with
Olibanum, and a little Sal Ammoniac, feveral
times in a day : for the form of fumigation, fee
p- 239. The vapour of warm water, with a
little vinegar, is alfo of fervice.

7. Gentle friGtions may be ufed on the
parts, in fuch a manner as not to caufe the leaft
pain. If the zefles were not already {chirrous,
I never knew one inftance where this method
failed. But when they are arrived to that ftate,
amputation is the only remedy ; for even a fali-
vation is then of no fervice ; Turbith mineral
indeed, when given at the beginning of this
difeafe from gr. v. to viij. has fometimes re-
lieved, but it is apt to bring on a dyfentery
before the cure is obtained *,

* When the tumor extends from the epididymis to the
te/lis, which is very rare, and owing to the greateft neglect
of the former, it generally becomes fchirrous, forming an
obftru&tion very difficult, if not impofiible, to be removed
without amputation, which fhould be performed before it
extends to the fpermatic veffels ; for then the operation is
extreamly hazardous, as obferved by Mr. Potts : but if the

teflis
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CHAZP. . VIL
of the GonorRrRHZEA 72 WOMEN,

Threefold liquor is difcharged by an in-
fe@ted man in coition. |

1. The proper liquor of the gonorrbeza, im-
properly called femen.

2. The native humours of the uretbra and
preaputium.

3. The true femen, which is feldom or
never infe@ed, excepting in a chronic Jues ;
and if it then conveys an infection to a wo-
man, it does not produce a gomorrbea, but a
more fubtle difeafe : this is evident from ex-
periments ; for men labouring under the very
worlt virrulent gonorrheas beget found chil-
dren; whilft others who have no fuch appa~
rent difeafe in their genitals, propagate the
moft miferable infants. The gonorrbeza of
women therefore receives its origin from the
virulent matter of the mafculine gonorrbea.

An ulcer alfo in the male wrethra commu-
nicates another kind of gomorrbeza to wo-
men, in the moft fpeedy manner poffible.*

# Our author in this place probably means a cancgrous
ulcer at the extremity of the male urethra.—Such a difor-
der in this or any other part of the penis, coming in con-
ta& with the Jabia pudend, &c. will there produce its own
fpecies, or another ulcer of that kind, as I have before
remarked.

But
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But if a man labours under the lwes vemerea,
it propagates that diforder by coition, rather
than a gomorrbes, and wice werfa. This is
eftablithed by a varicty of experiments.

But what are the parts to which the eje@-
ed poifonous humour firft comes in contaét ? It
is apparent it cannot afcend higher than the
prominent o5 ufers, betwixt which and the up-
per extremity of the vagina there is a kind of
faccid circular chink or cavity; for I believe
no one ever {aw a gomorrbea within the wte-
rus.

The male femen, &c. having afcended thus
high, it again defcends, returning through the
vagina out of the body ; for if a woman does
not conceive, the whole is again difcharged
within a quarter or half an hour after coition.

‘And when a conception takes place, the
whole /emen never pafles into the cavity of the
uterus, for the greateft part is difcharged foon
after conception : it was Hervy’s opinion, that
no portion of the femen entered the wterus:
Ruyfch however has demonftrated the contra-
ry from a woman who was killed foon after
coition ; and from mares, deer, cow, &ec.

When the femen, 8c. has been retained in
a place inacceflible to the air, for the time
above mentioned, it becomes warmer than in its
natural ftate; and when it returns to a place
expofed to the air, it inftantly acquires a grest-
er virulency, corrofivenefs, and putrefa&ion.

It is however fomewhat impeded by the

R 2 ruge
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ruge of the vagina, and at its orifice, which
is always in a ftate of contraltion,

De Graaff, who has moft accurately defcrib-
ed thefe parts, demonfirates that the vagina is
thinneft at the wferus, becoming more thick
as it defcends; fo that at its termination it
is pear half an inch in thicknefs, whence
the ftricture of its outward orifice, where the
matter is retained, and the infection is firft re-
ceived 5 for it rarely affecs the upper part of
the vagina.

When it efcapes from thence it falls upon
the expanded ale of the pudendum, at the ori-
fice of the vagina : fo that thefe two places are
generally and principally affected.

The cjected matter feldom adheres to the
upper {mooth tranfuding membrane, which
repells it from its fides, particularly in the ve-
nereal orgafm ; but it may ftop at different
places, and occafion as many different gomor-
rheas, as we fhall fee by an anatomical de-
fcription of thefe parts.

x. That part of the vagina, next the os uters,
is perfe@ly fmooth, without wrinkles, lacune,
or crypte, having only {mall pores, fuch as we
fee at the root of the tongue : having defcended
about one third of its length, the circular ruge
become vifible ; this part is more dry and con-
(iricted than the former, from which the re-
ceived fluids are naturally expelled ; for which
veafon venereal diforders in the upper part
of the vagina are not very frequent. It hath
been demonttrated that the vellels which dif-

charge
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charge the menftrua into the wrerus, are the
fame by which its cavity is at other times lu-
bricated and moiftened : when dilated theyidif-
charge the menftrua ; and when more con-
tracted, a whitith and thick fluid; but when
conftricted yet more, they then emit only a
fimple thin lymph.

Here then we find there is a perpetual ftil-
licidium ; and if there is any place where
the arteries difcharge more than is again ab-
forbed by veins, it is in the cavity of the wfe-
rus, and upper extremity of the vagina.

Anatomy teaches us that the menftrua are
difcharged naturally only from the #ferus : ne-
verthelefs, in thofe women who have an ex-
ceflive menftrual flux, fome part is furnithed
by the upper part of the vagzna ; hence an in-
fection rarely happens here, 1. Becaufe of its
polithed furface. 2, Becaufe of the continual
ablution,

2. In the lower part of the wvagina, the
ruge, or femicircular eminencies, ufually arife :
they are called ruge, or juga, becaufe of the

fulci or furrows between them : thefe do not

furround the periphery of the vagina in com-
pleat circles, being interrupted or deficient at
their extremities, at unequal lengths with re-
fpect to each other, in the fame manner as
the valves of the inteftines.

All thefe eminences are compofed of the moft
fenfible nervous papilie, which are the princi-
pal inftruments of venereal pleafure. See

R 3 Graaff,
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Graaff, p. 214. Morgagni adverfar. 1. p.12. &
adver(. p. 45. & San&torin. obferv. anatom.

3. By how much more the external orifice of
the vagina is conftrited, by fo much the larger
the wagina appears ; and by how much lower
the os uteri defcends, by fo much the greater
and more numerous are the rzge; and the
reverfe.

4. At its anterior part we firft fee the orifice
of the urethra, about half an inch below the
clytoris ; not within, but juft without or above
the anterior extremity of the vagina : it is in-
cluded betwixt two ale or nymphe, {o as to
preferve it from the accefs of the external air,
and at the fame time to dire¢t and regulate the
ftream of urine.

5. This orifice has a peculiar formation and
ftructure, which the ancients attributed to the -
proffates, whofe fituation they affigned to this
part; to which they were again reftored by
Graaff, and confirmed by Morgagni and Sanc-
torinus, after they had been long negletted by
medical writers. They circum{cribe the whole
urethra, and form that prominence or corpulfcle
we fee at its extremity, which is covered by a
reflection of the very fine, thin, polithed mem-
brane of the wrethra.

The interior membrane of the wuretbra is
furrounded with a thick fungous fubftance, in
the fame manner as that of men is circums
{cribed at the bulb of the grethra. It is allo
furnithed with lacune, &c. as in men, fubjet
to the fame difeafes, and haye the fame ufes,

T | See
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See Morgagni adverfar. 4. p. 44. edit. Ital. &
Graaff, p. 203. Writers on the lues venerea
of women relate a variety of phznomena af-
feCting this part, the caufes of which they were
unable to explain, becaufe ignorant of its ftruc-
ture.

6. The afore-mentioned prominence at the
extremity of the wrethra, called proflates by
the ancients, have the fame ftruture as thofe
in men : they are furnithed with patulent ori-
fices furrounding the opening of the wrethra,
which difcharge a glutinous humour, like that
of the male preflates : nor is there any other

effential difference than that the liquor proflate | TR

of men mixes with the femen. But altho’
women are deftitute of feed, they neverthelefs
emit a liquor thro’ the orifices of their prof~
tates, with confiderable force, in the vene-
real orgafm; at which time only it is dif-
charged. This was thought, by a famous man,
to explain that paffage in Ovid, Epift. Sapph.
Phzoni, verf. 134. J50°
Et fine e non libet effe mibi.

Thefe proffates are fubjet to fiftulous and fi-
nuous ulcers, fometimes penetrating even to
the mons weneris ; at which Vercellonius and
others were greatly furprifed, as they were not
able to account for them.

7. We next perceive the crifie mulichres,
nymphe, or prolabie, whole ftructure is fimilar
to that of the corgora fungofa penis. Ruyich
has defcribed them as wholly vafcular ; but it

is apparent from their tenfion and rigidity in
R 4 the
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more full account of thefe parts, and their dif-
eafes, let him confult San&orinus’s Anato-
mical Obfervations, Morgagni, Graaff, and
Douglas’s Myotomia Reformata, where he
will ind what I have advanced confirmed by
the cleareft evidences.

Venereal Ulgers, vulgarly called Chankers, in

Women.

HE SE have been already defcribed in
men. ‘The places where they moft
ufudlly appear in women are in the rugous
part of the vagina, but very feldom in its {u-
perior fmooth part, from whence the venereal
poifon is as it were repelled ; but on the con-
trary, being ftopt and retarded by the ruge, it
roduces cancrous ulcers, more efpecially at
the fphinéter vagine, where they are moft con~
firicted and numerous, 2. Upon the mymphe,
whofe lacune retain the venereal matter, and
are at the fame time expofed to the air. From
hence, 3. it may transfer itfelf to the protu-
berance or proffate, to the infide of the urethra,
and to the clitoris. *

A found man having commerce with a wo-

man who is moft malignantly affected, will
fometimes efcape a gomorrbaea ; but in a few
hours after he will perceive, in the external part
of his penis, a little red {pot like a flea-bite, eie-
vating itfelf in the form of a fquamous uleer,

which
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which at length terminates in a cancre. Such
is the ulcer we are now defcribing, *

This is the reafon why fuch women as are
the worft difeafed have not a gomorrbea, but
cancrous ulcers, which are endued with the
greateft malignity.  What relates to their diag-
nofis, prognofis, and cure, may be feen in the
chapter concerning Venereal Warts.

The Firft Species of the Feeminine Gonorrhza.
WH AT has been faid in the hiftory of the

malfculine gonorrhea, of the natural li-
quor of the urethra, of its increafe, alteration,
&e. when affeted by the venereal poifon, may
be applied to the genital parts of women,
which alfo are naturally humid, but not flow-
ing, except in the menftrual difcharge.

But when the patulent orifices, with which
thefe parts abound, are affected in a gonorrhea,
they difcharge an incredible quantity of fluids,
increafing more and more in proportion to the
greater dilatation of thefe veflels. The fooner
this flux begins after infeCtion, it is always the
more white : in a few days however it degene-

¥ When a man has a cancre on this or any other part of
his penis, if the woman be examined from whom he re-
ceived the infection, fome fuch ulecer will be found in her
labia, &c. and vice verfa.—This is a general rule, founded
upon a varicty of obfervations; it has neverthelefs fome
exceptions ; for inftance, where a gonorrbea is very ma-
lignant, it will corrode, and produce cancres on any part
where it remains fome time, as on the glans, corona, pree-
puceyand even on the (kin of the penis, ferotum, &c.

rates,
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rates, becoming yellow, green, &c. as in men.
But by what means fhall we be able to deter-
mine that this flux is of a venereal nature?
Here indeed the greateft caution is neceflary ;
for women of very lax, pale, cold, and fat
temperaments, who live fedentary lives, and
indulge themfelves in the modern pernicious
cuftom of drinking drams and cordials, are
very liable to an obftinate lafting defluxion on
thefe parts, like that we fee in the nofes of
children, and which, tho’ very troublefome,
has not the leaft acrimony. Such women are
generally fterile, and by no means excited to
venery.

A remarkable inftance of this I once faw in
a Lady of high rank, who difcharged an in-
credible quantity of thick matter, which when
dried was both yellow and feetid. Notwith-
ftanding thefe agpearances were {ufpicious, 1
fufpended my judgment; nor would I venture
to pronounce any thing, as the hufband of
this Lady was a man of the greateft chaftity,
and had frequent commerce with his wife,
without the leaft injury : and when I obtain’d
a cure of this perfon without antivenereal re-
medies, I was then convinced that fuch a flux
may arife in fome women as to deceive the
moft fkilful phyfician. From hence alfo I
learnt caution in the diagnofis of this difeafe.
This Lady became fruitful after her cure, and
sroduced healthful children ; nor had uer
Euiban;l the leaft diforder whatfoever.

Some
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Some authors have afferted that this flux is
continual, excepting the time of the men-
ftrual difcharge, Nothing, however, is lefs
true ; for tho’ the blood is then difcharged,
the mucous veffels are not more conftringed at
thole times, but continue as relaxed as ufual.

A true idea of an infectious gomorrbea may
be formed,

1. If, {oon after a preceding congrefs, a
new and unufual complaint fuddenly arifes, we
then fufpect a gonorrbea beginning.

2. If this additional diforder increafes daily;
for the preceding difeafe is very flowly and
gradually augmented; but when a venereal
infection is added to it, the difcharge is fud-
denly and violently increafed.

3. From its degenerating into worfe, No-
thing demonftrates this more, than when, after
congrefs, the catarrhal flux fuddenly becomes
putrid : it is then no longer doubtful; it is
apparently venereal.

It will be afked, perhaps, why I do not
mention ftrangury, heat of urine, &¢. But
thefe fymptoms do not accompany this fpecies
of gonorrbeea, becaufe the urinary parts are not
affeCted. But if a true pathognomonic fign
15 required, no fuch is afforded by this difeafe ;
for even the matter is by no means an infal-
lible criterion, with refpet either to its colour
or quantity, |
. The feminine gomorrbea is frequently ac-
companied with 77z condylomata and verrucee,

efpecially in the rugous part of the vagina.
If
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If the gonorrbea continues for a long time,
the whole extent of the urethra is in danger of
being infected : however, this does not {o fre-
quently happen to women as men. |

In order to cure, it is abfolutely neceffary to

rohibit all venereal commerce betwixt thie

Eu{band and wife, otherwife the diforder will

never ceafe, becaufe propagated to each other

by re-infection. | _

The internal method of cure is the fame
with what is prefcribed in men; to which
mercurials may be added, if neceflary. Ex-
ternals may be applied cither by way of - fo-
mentation, injection, or by means of {ponges,
{o as to cleanfe the parts. For inftance,

R Abfynth. Roman. % 1.
Summit. Rute
Scord. ana %8,

Coque in [. 4. aque communis et colat 3xi). adds
mellis rofar. %ij.  'With this the parts are to
be well wafhed.

Nothing is of more {fervice than exercife of
body, for fedentary women are hardly ever
curable ; in this refpect their cafe is dire€tly
the reverfe to that of men.

If the flux be fuddenly increafed by the ufe
of the above remedies, it is a good fign. As
foon as it leffens, let the applications be lefs
acrimonious ; and, when diminifhed to a fmall
quantity, water, honey, and falt, will be fuffi-
cient to compleat the cure.* |

The

* When a woman is infeCted by a recent gonorrhaa, it

is cured with much greater eafe and facility than in 2 man,
‘ becaufe
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The Second Species of the Feminine Gonorrhea,

W E have already taken notice of that glan-
dular prominence furrounding the ex-
ternal aperture of the wrethra ; with which
however it has no communication, not even
by its excretory ducts, which open themfelves
on the furface of the ubercle : Now if the ve-
nereal infection is by thefe conveyed into its
fubftance, it will produce the fame effeéts as
we have defcribed in the Jzcune of the vagina.
It becomes immediately fwelled, tenfe, pro-
minent, and painful ; difcharges a yellow mat-

becaufle topical medicines may be commodioufly applied to
every part.—They may be perfectly cleaned by ablution,
which fhould be done at leaft twice a day; after this a
mercurial ointment of pure Argentum & Axungia Porcinz,
fhould be well rubbed into the affected places, and laftly
covered with fome emollient, or, if painful, even anodyne
cataplaim. By this method an inflammation is either pre-
vented, or, if prefent, taken away ; and the infe&tion, in-
ftead of being repelled, is preferved at, and extra&ed from,
the part by the conftant warmth and humidity of the to-
pical applications. And although with our author we do
not admit the mercury to be or a& as a fpecific antidote,
it is, when ufed in this manner, of the moft fignal fervice,
as a local diffolvent, fitting thofe humours for evacuation,
whichare invited outwards by the other applications above-
mentioned. I would not be underftood to exclude purg-
ing, &'c. at proper intervals, without which perhaps the
cure would not be perfelt : they are, however, abfolutely
neceflary to prevent a fore mouth from the ufe of the oint-
ment. By this procefs the difcharge is for the firft three
or four days greatly increafed ; but the heat, tumor, and
virulent colour diminifhes, and in ten or twelve days ge-
nerally difappears, without any inconvenience or bad con«
fequence to the patient.

4 ter,
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ter, efpecially when it is compreffed. As foon
as the wrethra emerges from the bladder, it
defcends perpendicularly for about half its
length, when it is infleted upwards and for-
wards, fo as to open between the nymphe.

Sanctorinus has difcovered a mufcle which
furrounds the body of the wrethra, having a
bifurcated origin, one from each tuberculum
ifchii : when this mufcle aéts naturally, but
more efpecially when ftimulated by a venereal
infection, the wrethra is drawn downwards,
and projects ‘without the body., The know-
ledge of this mufcle only enables us to account
for that remarkable phznomenon, which in-
creafes to fuch a degree in fome cafes, as to
form an ulcerated tumor, the fize of a pi-

n’s egy.
nghis ggmrrﬁcm in women therefore is fimi-
lar to that of men, where Cowper’s glands are
affeted.

The Diagnofis of this difeafe is evident,
including what has been faid in the firft go-
norrbea 3 to which muft be added, the vene-
_real ftimulus, preeternatural tumor, and exter-
nal difcharge above-mentioned : but the ge-
nuine pathognomonic fign is, when the patient
fuffers the moft exquifite torture at the end of
making water, and no pain before.

The pain is caufed entirely by the action
of the mufculus fanélorinus, which expels the
laft drops of urine ; as may be obferved in
mares, whofe zuber is continually moved, till
every drop is expelled. =
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If this painful diforder in women be neg-
le@ed, it is followed by the worft evils,

But the moft threatning fymptom of this
fpecies is the f{uppreflion of urine, caufed by
the compreflion of the orifice of the wrethra,
which is placed in the very centre of the tu-
mor. When the mufculus fanétorinus alts, the
pain is exceedingly increafed, and the paflage
rendered more ftrait: hence arifes the dyfury
attending fuch cafes, not fo much from pain
as compreflion, by which it is chiefly diftin-
guifhed from the third gonorrbea.

This fpecies of the gonorrbza feems to be
the fame as delcribed by Vercellonius in Trac-
tatu de morbe venerco, which he obferved fre-
quently to occur in Italy, where the worft ul-
cers beginning at the orifice of the wrethra,
diffufed themielves to the mons veneris.

With refpect to the Prognofis, we have rea-
fon to fear, left the erofion fhould fpread to
the fpongy fides of the wrethra, and at length
proceed to the mons wveneris, where alfo the
urine finds accefs, and creates the diforder de-’
fcribed by Vercellonius.

In the cure of this difeafe, the fame cautions
mentioned in the mafculine gonorrbea are ne-
ceflary : here alfo we muit carefully avoid
every thing acrid, as moft pernicious and de-
firu&ive to the cellular fabric of thefe parts, on
which they induce a hardnefs and rigidity,
fomewhat like what happens in the venereal
orgafm. Such medicines erode, inflame, and
conftri¢t the urethra, fo as to bring on a {up-

preflion
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ble, by perfevering in the ufe of emollients;
and when the virulence is confiderably abated,
‘foft detergents may be added, as Venetian
foap, and fuch like. In other refpelts, the
internal cure is the fame as prefcribed for men:
it ought however to be obferved, that {eden-
tary, fat, and lax women are not to be purged
without danger of a deliquium ; fo that a re-
gard muft be paid to habit and fex, by chufing
fuch purgatives as act in the gentleft manner,
as Manna, Tamarinds, Rhubarb, &'¢. Strong
hydragogues are not here required, becaufe the
blood is more fluid, and the veffels more lax
than in men.

The Third Species of the Feminine Gonorrhza.

H A VING already defcribed the length,
ftruure, &c. of the arethra, according
to Graaff, Ruyfch, and Morgagni, it is appa-
rent; if the venereal wirus afcends fo high, it
will there produce a true gonorrbea as in men,
attended with tumor, erofion, difcharge, and
heat of urine,

Heat of urine, however, is by no means a
true pathognomonic fign of a gomorrbea; for
that fymptom does not exift in the firft and
fecond fpecies, but when the wrethra is ftrait-
ened by a hard tumor.

When the crypte are ulcerated, the uring
finds accefs into their communicating cavities,
and diffufes itfelf either upwards or elfe down-

wards into the vagina.
What-
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Whatever occurs in the Mafculine gonorrbea
may arife in this place, where the heat of urine
and ftrangury produce the fame effeéts in wo-
men, as when the wrethra of men is eroded.
See Morgag. adv. 10. page 44.

The prognofis is an increafed erofion, and
an entire {fuppreffion, which at length termi-
nates in an involuntary and foul difcharge of
urine without fenfe.

The method of cure is by emollients, laxa-
tives, and anodynes, precifely as in men.

If the matter is extremely virulent, let an
emulfion of lint-feed, made with rofe or plan-
tain water, or whey, be gently injected up the
urethra, as a fhorter and more effeGual way
than by internal medicines only.

It 1s a principal point in the cure to render
the urine mild by drinking a large quantity of
thin fluids, fuch as whey, mallow drink,
coffee, tea, and fuch like, already mentioned
in the mafculine gonorrbea.

The Fourth Species of the Feeminine Gonorrhea.

Cﬁfparus Bartholinus, 7z traflatu de ovariis
mulierum, has remarked, that in the lower
part of the lips of the wagina, about an inch
from the frenum, by the French called four-
chette, there are two large glands, often larger
than a pea, one on each fide, feated underithe
epidermis, {kin, and membrana adipofa.
Each of thefe has an emiflary larger than
any found in the penis, opening at the interior
furface of the nymphe, pear the orifice of the

S 2 vagind,
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vagina, and difcharge a peculiar fluid in confi-
derable quantity.

Bartholine, after confidering the magnitude,
fabric, and emiffaries of thefe glands, called
them the female proffates; wherein, tho' he
differs from me, it may in fome meafure be
admitted, becaufe they are compofed of {maller
glands in the fame manner as the proffates of
men: Morgagni, iz prima editione adver]. tells us
he found thefe glands fo large, that he was able
to feparate and demonftrate them with their
emiffaries. Vide Adverf. 1. tab. 1. lit.h, in
tabula ubi uterum delineat.

Thefe glands are included within the fpbinc-
ter vagine, by which pofition they are necef-
farily expofed to itsation ; at which time their
fluids are exprefled, as in the Glandule Cow-
periane of men. When the venereal poilon
finds accefs into thefe glands, it caufes a go-

norrbea, with tamors in perineo.

' The antients were not unacquainted with the
effects of this gonorrbea, the caufes of which
they were ignorant of, as they were f{trangers
to thefe glands defcribed by Bartholine.

The figure Bartholine has given was taken
from Morgagni ; neverthelefs, their true fitu-
ation is reprefented by Santorinus, from
whence it evidently appears, their contained
fluids are never expelled but by the altion of
the [phinéler vagine in the height of venery.
I call thefe the proffate Bartholini, in order to
diftinguith them from thofe already defcribed
at the extremity of the urethra. 'When thefe

. glands
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glands are affeted, a tumor arifes on one
or both fides of the labia, very different
from venereal buboes : when the diforder ex-
tends to the [phinéler wagine, the pain and
tumor is neceflarily increaled, fecret ulcers are
formed, the cellular fubftance of the glands
is at length confumed, and when the part 1is
prefled, matter is difcharged into the vagina.
As the diforder increafes, it penetrates thro’
the teguments of the glands, and {preads into
the cellular membrane conneéting the wagina
and snteftinum rectum 5 the matter formed
in this part cannot difcharge itfelf outward,
being hindered by the mufculus vaginalis ; on
the contrary, it recedes inwards, where it finds
the leaft refiftance, and produces the worft
kind of fiftulas and finufes, tending more to-
wards the reéfum than the vagina, caufing that
appearance at which Vercellonius was {fo much
{urprifed, viz. an erofion of the znteflinum rec-
tum, difcharging the feces by a moft foul ul-
cer. This diforder is very frequent among
proftitutes. |
Many fuppofe the vagina to be eroded in
this cafe ; neverthelefs, the whole diforder
exifts in the glands above defcribed. How is
this difeafe to be known? 1. By the pain and
difcharge following an impure coition. 2. B
the colour of the matter when dried. 3. By
pain, heat, and tumors at the places abowe-
mentioned, increafed by preffure, as in fitting,
With regard to the prognofis, it is attended
with great danger, and very difficult of cure;
S 3 for
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for the diforder being in the glands which are
in the cellular membrane, it generally pro-
duces phlegmons ; but asall thefe parts are co-
vered by a mufcle, the matter is confined and dif-
feminated inwards, unlefs {peedily evacuated.

The method of cure recommended 1n every
other fpecies of gomorrbaea is here of little or
no confequence, becaufe in thefe lax and cel-
lular parts an expurgation is not to be obtain-
ed, but from their perfe@ feparation from
thofe that are found, by fuppuration.

1. The infection muit be corrected as much
as poffible ; not by falivation, or the ufe of
cathartics, but by mollifying the parts, and
gently exprefling the matter, without injuring
them,

2. By forming an abfcefs, which fhould be
maturated with cataplafms made of rye-flour,
lintfeed, or oatmeal, and the bulbs of onions or
lilies, boiled all together in milk ; to which at
laft muft be added one tenth part of Gum Sa-
gapen diffolved in the yolk of an egg, or oil of
lintfeed : this cataplafm is continually renewed
night and morning, and the quantity of Sa-
gapen increafed in proportion to the indolence
of the tumor, till it is perfe&ly maturated.

3. The abfcefs muft be opened, and its
aperture carefully preferved by the moderate
ufe of tents, till the matter is landable, and we
have reafon to conclude the virus is wholly
difcharged ; but notwithftanding the moft ju-
dicious treatment, this diforder will fometimes
degcnﬂratc in the worft fiflulas,

From
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From what has been faid of the Feeminine
gonerrbeea, it appears there is no other fpecies
of that diforder than what has been defcribed :
particularly, that the aferus is never the feat of
a gonorrhaa ; for though the virus may pofli-
bly find accefs into its cavity, it is foon ex-
pelled by ablution, becaufe the excretion of
that part is much greater than its ablorbtion.*

* Altho’ our author has with great judgment divided
the Feeminine gonorrhea into four diftinét {pecies, and ac-
curately defcribed their fituation, effects, and cure ; he has,
neverthelefs, omitted to mention the moit common feat of
that diforder, as we find it in pratice, viz. the lcune,
which every where, for the fpace of a quarter of an inch
diameter, {urround the orifice of the wretira. Thefe are
almoft always affected, the whole area abovementioned ap-
pears red and fiery; -each Jacuna is more elevated than in
its natural ftate ; its little orifice is enlarged, and feems to
be filled with a thick matter refembling a fmall flough, and
if the part be prefled, a thin difcharge may be feen to tran-
fude through the flough, as it were through a fponge.
That this is the moft common feat, efpecially of a recent
gonorrbaa, I have had many opportunities of learning, both
in dead and living fubjects : and I am inclined to believe,
that the feveral {ymptoms of the feveral fpecies defcribed
by our author, ought rather to be efteemed fo many ftages
of progreflion from its origin in the /lacune furrounding the
uretbra, than as diftin& or original fpecies of the goior-
rbea ; at leait, though his diﬂlnﬁinns may be admitted as
juft, a wrong idea may be conveyed by his modus déferibendi.

And altho’ a heat of urine is not an abfolute pathogno-
monic fign of a virulent gonerrbeza, it generally does ac-
company a recent diforder.  'Whether a little of the urine
is extravalated naturally, or only from a confent of parts in
this diforder, I cannot fay ; but the patient alimoft alyways
complains of this fymptom as a moit affliCtive circun-

ce.

S 4 Venere:!
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cruel and fevere operations, fuch as the actual
cautery, or incifion ; nor is there any other
method ; for they increafe by emollients ; and
if cauftics are applied, which do not almoft 1n-
ftantly deftroy them, they degenerate into the
moft horrid cancers.*®

CHAP,

* Thefe warts, criffe, or verruce conglomerate, in and
about the orifice of the wagina, are fometimes {o numerous
and large, as not only to hll and block up the meatus va-
ginalis, but to extend themfelves over the whole internal
furface of the labia pudendi, proje&ing outward beyond its
edges, in 2 manner much refembling a cauliflower. There
is nothing more obftinate than this diforder ; for as they dif-
charge freely, they render moft cauftic applications quite
ineffectual, " If they are cut off, they generally fprout
again and increafe ; nor do they always difappear after the
moft fevere ptyalifm. Thefe warts are not peculiar to
women, but appear in the infide of the praputium, glans,
and corona penis, 1 bave feen the whole perfectly co-
vered by them, and the original appearance fo entirely
Joft, that the extremity of the penis refembled a kind of
fungous excrefcence. The atual cautery bids the faireft
for a radical cure; but where are the patients who will

fubmit to it ? I have tried every form of cauftical applica-
tions, and I will venture to affirm the only infallible one
to be Arfenic; a medicine, I am perfuaded, which, if pro-
perly correéted and cautioufly applied, would fafel and ef-
feQually deftroy any kind of flefhy fubfance on the living
b{:;i({. When one third Arfenic is melted into a brittle
{ubftance with two parts antimony, we have a flow, fure,
innocent cauftie, which being mixed with the yolk of an
egg to a proper confiftence, and daily applied to a flethy
art, will induce a total deftruction of it. The reafon why
fay a flefhy part, is becaufe it does not cither act on the
true fkin at all, or if it dees, we cannot confine its action ;
it is apt to fpread very wide. Some fkill is requit™d to
know when the verruce, &¢c. are perfeilly dead, and of
. confequence the time to leave off the cauflic ; for if they
are not wholly infenfible and bloodlefs, (which we learn

by
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time, burfls forth, and fhews itfelf by external
appearances, in a2 manner diretly oppofite to
the former; fo that when the human body is
firft infected by the /Jues, it can never be difco-
vered even by the moft fkilful phyfician,
whilft it remains in a ftate of equal diftribution;
but whenever it is depofited in any particular
place, it becomes fufficiently apparent. After
the firicteft enquiry, I have never yet been
able to difcover one certain fign or criterion by
which we may be pofitively affured, whether
a man be infeCted by the very worft fpecies of
the Jues, or perfectly free from it. It has been
faid, that fuch infected perfons are melancholy ;
but, on the reverfe, they are frequently jocular
and merry : That they are affli¢ted with noc-
turnal pains; but thefe never happen unlefs
the venereal matter fixes on the perigfiea :
That fuch perfons are liftlefs and heavy; but
this is only a fign of an approaching inflamma-
tion, or critical depofition of the venereal mat-
ter ; nor does fuch a ecacochymy accompany the
diforder at its origin, it is only perceived when
there is a metaflafis, or critical depofition of the
venereal matter, which I denominate the fe-
cond ftage of the lues wvenerea, wherein it is
exaltly fimilar to other acute difeafes. When
a perfon is innoculated with the fmall pox, at
firft no diforder is perceived, until the morbid
matter being agitated and fecreted by a fever,
then the eruptions appear ; the cafe is precifely
the fame in the Jues venerea.

From
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From whence it may happen, that the ma-
terial caufe of the very worft venereal difor-
der may poffibly exift in the body without
producing any figns, or caufing the leaft injury
whilft it remains there.

I was once informed by a friend and emi-
nent phyfician, that where the moft peftilen-
tial difeafes prevailed, thofe who were infeted
with the Jues venerea were preferved from the
violence of the epidemic contagion. But what
is much more to our purpofe, I have known
men in the higheft health, who by commerce
with their wives of the faireft characer, have,
after a time, communicated to them the worft
venereal difeafes, although thofe men were to
all appearance perfectly tree ; they had, how-
ever, been formerly affected, or been guilty of

inconftancy.*
This

* That the venereal poifon may refide in the body for
a courfe of many years, in fome particular perfons, with-
out difcovering itfelf by true or even equivocal {ymptoms,
is a matter of fact, {upported by a numerous ferics of evi-
dences. This has long been the private opinion of many
practitioners, but I do not remember to have feen it pub-
licly avowed by any writer of credit antecedent to our
learned author.

Amongft many inftances of this kind, that have fallen
under my obfervation, I fhall relate one that is very re-
markable, of a man turned of forty, who had been
married thirteen years. About two. years before he en-
tered into that ftate, he contrated a clap, attended with
moderate {ymptoms, which, fo far as he could remember,
was cured in about fix weeks. From that time to the pre-
fent he declares he continued in perfect health, without
the leaft fymptom of the venereal or any other dileafe:
neverthele(s, his wife, with whom he conitantly cohabited,

has
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The Second Species of the Lues Venerea.

S foon as ever the concealed diforder

above defcribed breaks out on any part
of the body, and becomes confpicuous, it
there produces fimilar effeéts to thofe which
arife from the local application of the fame
poifon,

We have before remarked how very fubtile
this venereal myafina is, that it even pafles
thro’ the penss in fome inftances, caufing vene-
real buboes, without leaving the leaft veftige
on the penis, by which it was firft received,
But if this contagion remains any time in the
part where it was fir(t received, it there produces
thofe phznomena already related ; but let it
be remembered, that it may immediately pe-
netrate through the part where it was firft re-
ceived directly into the body, the part itfelf
remaining perfecily free,

The venereal poifon, after lying dormant
for fome time, is extruded by the vis vite ;
puftules of a pale red or yellowifh afpet ap-
pear as its ciifis, conformable to what we fece
in the fmall pox, meafles, &, _

Thefe puftules by degrees {pread themfelves
nto {pots, as wide as the apex of a little finger,
and appear in thofe parts particularly where
there is the greateft warmth, and where the
fat is moft deficient, as on the forehead and

breaft,
j & . They
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They are covered by leprous fcales, which
though they frequently feparate and caft off,
the part is never perfectly free, for others im-
mediately fucceed the former.

When thefe puftules ulcerate, which they
feldom do till after a confiderable length of
time, they difcharge a whitith matter, that
becomes yellow when dry. Thefe peculiar
properties of this difcharge, the refemblance
to that of a gonorrbhea, and its remarkable dif-
ference from what is caufed by common in-
flammatory fuppurations, have enabled me
now for many years to diftinguifh this difor-
der with the greateft certainty.

No fooner does fuch an ulcer appear, but it
becomes ferpentine, or phagedenic: this dif-

fition however is not peculiar, for we may
obferve the fame in fome phlegmonous and
{corbutic ulcers. But what may be efteemed
a certain pathognomonic fign, is the devafta-
tion they always produce in the membrana adi-
pofa, without the leaft injury to the mulcles,
betwixt which and the fkin they fometimes
creep, and fpread in a concealed manner for
feveral weeks, before they perforate the cutis ;
after which their lips appear white and fmooth,
* but fomewhat deprefled, the bottom conftrict-
ed, and the fides excavated, ftill {preading
more and more laterally, and at length perfo-
rate the fkin in other places.

Surgery teaches us, that in every well-dif-
pofed ulcer a flight inflammation may be per-

ceived
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ceived round its margin, but in thefe there is
no fuch appearance, for their lips are white,
hard, and refplendent,

They are no where deep, excepting in parts
where there is a large quantity of fat, as in the
buttocks, groins, &c.* Other ulcers penetrate

deeper,

* It is well known to every prallitioner, that there is
no-where a greater variety of :ppearances than in venereal
inguinal éuboes. This variety, however, depends princi-
pally on the malignity of the infection, on the number of
glands affected, and on the vis vite of the patient; from
each or all of which we may accdunt for that flownefs and
fcrophulous indolence of fome, that neither inflame, {up-
purate, or ulcerate, at leaft for a long time, and the ma-
lignancy and incorrigiblenefs of others, that fill continue to
fpread, when ulcerated, in fpite of the moft efficacious to-
pics, in conjunction with a ptyalifm : and alfo why fome
glands remain fchirrous after even a large impofthumated
bubo is perfectly cicatrifed. We have learnt by experience,
that the attempt to difcufs 2 venereal bubo, in which matter
of any kind of fluid is formed, is not only very injudicious,
but alfo (happy for the patient) feldom pra&icable, except
by the warm bath, as we fhall afterwards fee, or where
the vis vite is greatly deficient ; but in both thefe inftances
the confequence is very pernicious, and even fatal.
When venereal lubces ~ are maturated, an imperfect
opening is not of much lefs fatal importance than their in-
judicious difcuffion ; for where the lips remain excavated,
as they almoft always do after incifion, they are not only
reverted inwardy but fome of the matter always concealed
under them is frequently abforbed, and the patient liable
to be poxed almoft as eft?‘::ﬂually as if the whole had been
difcufled ; at leaft, the cure of the ulcer is thereby rendered
uncertain and tedious : from whence it is apparent, that
the thin, difcoloured, and perhaps infeted {kin, coverng
the matter, fhould be wholly taken away by excifion, or
rather by the cauftic, as few willingly fubmit to fo much
cutting. When that is done, it is very rare that a bubo is
attended with difficulty or.uncertainty in the cure; but

‘T2 o'berwife,
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deeper, but thefe are bounded by the mem-
branes which cover the mufcles, by which
they are diftinguifhed from all others.

Thefe things being confidered, we may ob-
ferve there is the greateft refemblance between
fuch ulcers, cancres of the penzs, and a gonor-
rhea : for this reafon I have always been of
opinion, that a gonorrbea is nothing elfe than
a fpecies of the Jues wemerea, difcharged from
the part in which it entered; and when the
lues venerea is expelled to the furface, 1t may
be called a gonorrbea, proceeding from the
internal to the external parts. This idea gives
us a juft notion of the cure ; for if any one
attempts a local cure, he renders the dilorder
much worfe ; but if the matter is invited out-
wards, which can never be done with corro-
fives and aftringents, but by baths and fomen-
tations, &'¢, the patient will be perfectly cured.

When the venereal poifon penetrates 1nto
and fixes itfelf in the perigfleum and medulla of
the bones, it excites the moft fevere pains ;
yet no fooner are ulcers formed, which dif-
charge plentifully, than thefe pains abate, and
even fometimes vanifh entirely. But if thefe
ulcers are conftringed by acrid medicines, and
fo healed, the no¢turnal pains return : In pro-
portion to the difcharge of the ulcers, by fo

otherwife, that depofition of matter, which may be efteemed
avenereal crifis, inftead of being falutary, becomes, contrary
to the kind defigns of nature, the common caufe of the
worft and moft malignant poxes.

3 much

.'—.I'
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much is the body difburthened ; fo that we
ought to efteem fuch impofthumes not as the
diforder itfelf, but as fontanels, or fiflule, thro’
which the infetion is evacuated.

The cicatrices, after thefe ulcers are healed,
are always red, livid, fmooth, tenfe, and con-
cave, adhering to and covering the bones by a
new, thin, and adventitious tegument, which
never perfpires, the fat being wholly con-
fumed ; on which account the antients knew
thefe cicatrices from thofe of all other ulcers.
(See page 74.) Where the fat is thinneft, the
fcar is leaft concave ; and where it is thickeft,
there it is moft deprefled, as in the nates, &c.
It is thercfore of confiderable confequence,
that we attend not only to the {pecies, but al-
fo to the part affeted, and whether it is co-
vered by the cutis and cuticula, or the epider-
mis only ; for when the diforder commences
under the cutis, it is feated either in the thin
foft cellular membrane interpofed betwixt the
{kin, periofleum, &c. or in the membrana adi-
pofa, which is filled with fat. When the vene-
real poifon is depofited in the former, or where
there is a deficiency of fat, as on the forehead,

Jinciput, occiput, temporal mufcles, &ec. the

cellular membrane is foon deftroyed by the
influx of poifonous matter, caufing livid pur-
ple tumors, the fize of a nutmeg, of a gan-
grenous afpect.  As far as the tumors extend,
fo far are the teguments feparated from tue
bone; fo that when they ulcerate, almoft the
whole o5 frontis is denudated in fome inftances.

%3 Whenever
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Whenever we are fo fortunate as to heal
thefe ulcers, the cicatrix forms a kind of he-
terogeneous integument, which is neither cel-
lular membrane, cutés, or cuticula, but com-
pofed of the extremities of ruptured veffels,
comprefled by the air, and concreted with the
pericramum, which ever afterwards remains
livid, fhining, and immoveable.

Such places alfo are the maxilla inferior,
tlavicula, flernum, anterior part of the Ti-
bia, &c.

If the venercal depofition happens in the
adipous membrane, where the fat abounds, or
where it is remarkably thick between the fkin
and muicles, ulcers of a very different nature
arife. It is obvious in the human body that
nothing is fortuitous, for where fat is unne-
ceffary none is to be found ; for in men who
are moft corpulent, nothing of that kind is to
be feen in the ferotum ; but wherever there are
numerous or active mufcles, there is the great-
eft plenty.

When the venereal poifon is admitted into
this membrane, it caufes, 1. An inflammation
and burning heat. 2. A fingular tumor, not
fo much from inflammation as rarefaétion. 3.
A deep ulceration, efpecially where the fat is
thickeit.

The membrana adipofa is of three different
kinds, 1. Cellulous. 2. Adipous. 3. Sebaceous,
Earticuiar]y in thofe parts that are moft foft, as

etween the nates and upon the glut@: mufcles,
The
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The parts where it preys moft on the fat
are the fhoulders, arms, back, loins, thighs,
buttocks, and calves of the legs; when vene-
real ulcers onthefe places are healed, the ci-
catrices are frequently fo deep, as to retain bo-
dies of confiderable bulk ; the caufes of fuch
deprefiions have been already explained.

There is, however, one particular part of
the body which has never yet been demon-
ftrated to my fatisfaction ; it is that fubftance
found under the {kin of the neck, which in
porters, &¢. fuftains the heavieft burthens. It
appears of a {pongy texture, fometimes an inch
in thicknefs, and full of a mild fluid, contained
in compact receptacles. It {feems to be a kind
of heterogeneous body.

When fuch ulcers happen here, which is
but feldom, they are almoft incurable.

From what has been faid we fee the reafon
of that rigidity fucceeding the cure of ven:real
ulcers, w2z, from the accretion of the tegu-
ments to the fubjacent mufcles.

When thefe ulcers are healed in one part,
they frequently break out in another ; fo long
as one remains, the reft of the body remains
free ; but as foon as that is cured, another
appears within a few days, and thus f{uccef-
fively. 1 have {een a very handfome man,
whofe whole back was rendered immoveable
by the moft unfeemly cicatrices,

T 4 R {
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If a fuppuration fucceeds the inflammation,
an indolent ulcer is produced, fuch as we {ee
in the vagina and glans penis, but very differ-
ent from thofe where the true fkin is prefent.

For all thefe places abound with fanguinary
arteries and veins, as in the lips, for inftance,
where, if the epithelium be accidentally fepa-
rated, a troublefome hamorrhage immediately
fucceeds.

In all fuch parts there is the greateft {carcity
of fat, as we {ee in the tongue, which is com-
pofed of an infinite number of mufcular fibres,
feparated into fmall fafciculi of minute muf-
cles, each of which 1s inveloped by the mem-
brana adipofa ; but it is fo thin, that an un-
{kilful perfon would conclude that this mem-
ber was entirely flethy.

When therefore a fuppuration arifes here,
it chiefly affects the pinguedinous feptee of thele
mufcles ; for which reafon the confequent ul-
cers have the appearance of aptbe. When the
aptha feparates, the furface of the wound has
next a flocculous afpect, from whence there
tranfudes a mucous fluid of a yellow colour :
the lips of the ulcer continually increafe, but
at the fame time preferve their equality ; the
fame procefs may be obferved in the welum
pendulum, &c. |

The interior parts of the nares, which have
been already defcribed, are fubject to fuch ul-
cerations, From the preparations of Ruylch
one would conclude, that the Schneyderian
membrane was extremely thin ; neverthelefs,

: in
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in a natural ftate it is of confiderable thicknefs
in every place, except where it covers the offa
fpongiofa ; there indeed it is as thin as pofiible.

The palate muft be confidered, 1. On its
interior {uperior furface, where it is covered
by the periofieum only, which being expanded
backwards, helps to form the moveable welum
pendulum, or valve of the noftrils ; on this part
all the mucus fecreted from the pafal finufes
naturally defcends. 2. The inferior furface
of the palate is covered by a finuous, rugous,
callous membrane, which, when boiled, ap-
pears white. It is fo hard and callous as to
sefift injuries from a variety of external bodies,
and fometimes prevents even the venereal poi-
fon itfelf, tho’ ulcerated thereby, from pene-
trating thro’ it to the os palati. 'This mem-
brane is nothing elfe than the periofieum,
which here alfo is expanded at its pofterior
part, and helps to form the velum with its two
lateral arches. Between the upper and lower
expanfion of this membrane certain muftles
are feated, covered by a cellular membrane,
which moves the velum. When an ulcer be-
gins on any of thefe places, there is no imme-
diate danger of the bone ; but when the mem-
brane is penetrated, the bone is fpeedily ren-
dered carious, and the cafe becomes exceed-
ingly dangerous.

Such ulcers frequently arife on the lips ;
but they are worft when feated at their ex-
tremities,

On
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On the gums: Thefe are fometimes uice-
rated by the fcurvy, but more commonly by
the venereal difeafe. 'When they fpread, they
proceed to the cheeks, falival ducts, and papr/-
le guftantes, which laft are feated here as well
as in the tongue: They were difcovered by
Ruyfch, chiefly in ruminating animals ; {o that
venereal ulcers are of the moft pernicious con-
fequence in this part.

On the inferior polifhed furface of the
tongue : This part alfo has its papille, and the
emiflaries of Wharton’s glands, both which
may be injured thereby.

On the wenter and dorfum lingue : Thefe are
covered by a thick callous membrane, different
from the cutis of any other part. Here tholfe
ulcers become tuberous, ferpentine, and ex-
ceeding painful, becaufe of the continual ele-
vation of the cutis, and the erofion of the nu-
merous papilie nervele.

The radix of the tongue has a great num-
ber of membranous mucilaginous crypiez, ex-
tending even to the epiglortis.

The membrane which afcends over the epi-
glottis is a continuation of the former: It is
fo extremely thin and irritable, that the leaft
diforder in this part produces the worft ef-
fecs, becaufe continually expofed to the action
of the air.

Next follows that production of this mem-
brane which furrounds the whole head cf the
Jarynx, abounding with ¢rypfe even to its

rimia,
Behind
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was ever perceived in the faliva, urine, fe-
men, &c. -

There is no part of our bodies but what
have commerce with each other by means of
the fubcutaneous cellular membrane, which
infinuates itfelf every where throughout the
whole frame. 4

The venereal difeafe affumes this membrane
as its proper feat, and here is the {cene of all
its operation.

The adipous contents have different degrees
of tenacity, according to their fituation ; and
they have the property of retaining whatever is
volatile, hindering its exhalation, and refifting
every kind of aqueous ablution.

When the diforder is once admitted into the
oil, it is cherithed by the heat of the body,
and multiplies itfelf as we fee in the gonorrbea ;
and by the communication of oleous fluids it
is at length diftributed throughout the whole
habit, even into the cavities of the bones.
This opinion is not rafhly adopted ; it is the
refult of many years experience, and of a mul-
titude of experiments, from all which I am
convinced, that no other but the oleous fluids
are fcarcely ever affe¢ted. The chyle, for in-
ftance, in men who labour under the venereal
difeafe is perfectly good : the milk of infected
women, who communicate the diforder to
fucking infants, contains little or nothing, of
the venereal poifon, efpecially if freth; nor is
the infeétion propagated by milk as milk,
for then the ftomach and inteftines would be

firft
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firlt difordered ; but it is conveyed by the mip-
ples, and by the conta@ of the fkin ; for fuch
children generally feel the firlt effets on their
lips, which were applied to the nipples.

The blood alfo of perfons who have the
Jues 1s as good as others. This was obferved
by fome of the firft writers on the difeafe.
The férum of the blood, lymph, urine, fweat,
Jaliva, and even the femen itfelf, are generally
free from wirus, and communicate no infetion,
unlefs fome portion of the vitiated oil is mixed
with thofe fluids.

Antoninus Benivenius, one of the firft writers
on the venereal difeafe, fays, that the humours
by which the diforder is {ooneft received and
moft cherifhed, are the adipous, mucous, mu-
cilaginous, and unctuous ; as what covers the
muicles, articulations, ligaments, &,

Nicolaus Maffa, who wrote in the year
1540, fpeaking of venereal puftules and other
cutaneous affections, which, after impofthu-
mating, terminate in malignant ulcers, fays,
that by infpection he always difcovered a
whitith, denfe, thick, vifcous fubftance at the
bottom of the wound ; and that in dead bo-
dies he ever found a whitith green matter in
thofe parts where the patient when alive felt
venereal pains the fharpeft, as in gwmmi, &c.
fo that he conveys the fame idea of it with
mine, v/z. that wherever it becomes apparent,
it may be known and diftinguifhed by 2n ole-
ous, vifcid matter like melted fuet.

Thefe
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Thefe ulcers are never deep but where they
have a deep origin, nor do they ever penetrate
the folid parts otherwife than as they are con-
ducted by the cellular membrane; fo that if
they begin in the furface of the body, they firft
alt on the fuperficies of the cellular mem-
brane, and when that is confumed, by degrees
they fpread ftill deeper.

The diagnofis is formed, 1. By a well-
grounded judgment, concerning the {ymp-
toms already noticed. 2. By f{ubfequent ul-
cers, diftinguithable by the fymptoms above
defcribed ; for when they are prefent, no doubt
remains of the exiftence of the fecond or third
fpecies of the /ues venerea, or that the fat of
the body is contaminated.

The Prognofis may be inferred from what
has been faid above, wherein I have omitted
nothing that I have either feen, obferved, or
read, concerning the local origin, progrefs,
difperfion, and effects of this diforder ; fo that
every one who is acquainted with this hiftory
will fee the facility with which it is propagated,
unlefs its progrefs is ftopt ; that it {oon affects
the periofieum, medulla of the bones, cartilages,
bones, and ligaments: yet {o long as thefe
continue found, there is little to fear ; but
when they are affected, a cure may be efteem-
ed as the moft fortunate and unexpeéted
event,
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Some metallurgifts tell us that Mercury is its
proper {pecific; but how comes it, that perfons
have died, whofe bodies were filled with that
medicine ? Others fay, it is contained in the
Lignum Guiacum ; but that is equally falfe,
for in Ameérica, where that plant is well knowa
and cultivated, the greater number of patients
are cured by a mercurial falivation.

When all other poifons are received into the
body, they are either corre@ed or evacuated ;
but here no fuch correive antidote is yet dif-
covered. The whole cure confifts in its expul.
fion: and as the diforder refides in the oleous
fluids, their diffolution is abfolutely neceflary,
in order to render them mifceable with water ;
after which they may be difcharged out of
the body,

That the whole cure depends on this fingle
circumitance, is confirmed by every phznome-

non, and by the practice and experience of the .

moft celebrated and ancient phyficians; for
whenever they were fo happy as to cure, we
learn that their patients were wholly emaciated.
Happy then is that phyfician who is able to
diffolve all the oil of the body, effect its total
evacuation, and fo preferve the conftitution, that
the vis vite may again recover itfelf.

This is not fo difficult as is generally thought,
unlefs the parts are already {o confumed, as to
be incapable of recovery. For inflance, \fo
long as the diforder affects the perioflzum on-
ly, without deftroying its fubftance, the cafe
1§ curable ; but if it is wholly penetrated, the
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bone becomes carious, and not to be cured
without an exfoliation. If therefore the oleous
fluid only be affected, the cafe is curable with-
out much difficulty ; but when the bones are
difordered, fuch an event is not to be expected,
without a feparation of the caries.

The Firft Method of curing the Lues Venerea,
viz. By Emaciation.

O U R bufinefs here is to emaciate the bo-
dy, and expel the fat. If this diforder be
recently difperfed throughout the humours of
the body; and if the patient, who was before
very corpulent, ftrong, and vigorous, begins
to fall away; I dare pronounce fuch a one
capable of being cured without either decoc-
tions or quickfilver, merely by a macerating
diet, fuch as boiled bread, oats, millet, raifins,
prunes, pot-herbs, and ripe mulberries, ftraw-
berries, cherries, &e. roots of beet, carrot, &e.
On fuch a diet a man may and ought to live
in fuch a cafe. I remember an inftance of a
patient, who had tried all the ordinary me-
thods without fuccefs, who having heard that
the Jues was curable by a decoction of crude
rape, refolutely perfifted in its ufe for a month;
drinking nothing but water, whereby he re-
ceived a perfect cure,

The drink fhould be only water, or thin
whey, the exercife fhould be violent, daily,
and continual, creating not only wearinefs, but

a plentiful difcharge of fweat: in fhort, it
fhould
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fhould be carried to fuch an excefs, as to eva-
cuate all the oil, and not give it time to re-
generate. .

And if the conftitution be fufficiently ftrong
(for this T mention as what is abfolutely *re-
quifite in order to fuftain this cure) he muft
be fweated for a quarter, half, or an entire
hour, night and morning, fitting in a femicu-
pium of warm water, with the upper part of
his body covered with blankets ; the time muft
be proportioned to his ftrength, By this pro-
cels emaciation will be greatly forwarded.

The laft thing to be done is a friction of
the body with dry rough cloths immediately
after the bath night and morning.

The medical decoctions of which the pa-
tient muft drink large and continued draughts,
may be made either of the leaves or roots of
burdock, China root, either American or Afi-
atic, Guaiacum, box, juniper, the three faun-
ders, faflafras, and farfaparilla, dandelian, water-
crefles, &e. :

If this method is continued for fix or feven
wecks, it frequently cures, agreeable to what
the antients obferved of fome particular pa-
tients, who by labour and conftant perfpiration
were fo much macerated, that they received a
perfect cure. Nicol. Maffa, page 1. Alexand.
Petrontus, page 1308, lzt. D. fays the fame;
as allo Barnard, Tollutanus, &c.

We know there are a clafs of men, who,
being condemned to the oar, are obliged to
perfevere in the moft violent exercife, without

U2 any
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The Second Method of curing the Second and
Third Species of the Lues Venerea,— By
Purgatives.

WHE N the degree of infection is fuch as
requires a more vigorous procefs than
the preceding, we muft have recourfe to
purges, by which indeed the fame effe@s are
produced, but with a greater force, viz. the
oleous fluids are diffolved, render’d permeable
to the veflels, and difcharged by the recfum.

There is no point of greater confequence,
than to know when the venereal poifon is
wholly expelled ; noris there any thing more
difficult to afcertain, as it depends on the en-
tire evacuation of the humours ; fo that a cure
can never be compleated, unlefs the body is
1. Emaciated as much as pofiible, and, 2.
Filled with new and good humours. If the
venereal 7abes be not wholly difcharged, no
fooner do the juices of fuch an exhaufted per-
fon begin to replenifh, but the leaft particle
of the remaining poifon is cherifhed, increafed,
multiplied, and difperfed.

Whenever the medullary oil contained in
the recefles of the bones is contaminated, it is
fecarcely to be diffolved by the moft extreme
emaciation, the moft draftic purges, nor even
by Mercury itfelf. | \

Whillt they continue under cure, or remain
thin, they appear to be well ; but whenever
they return to their ufual diet, the diforder

Ugj breaks
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breaks out again, and obliges them to fubmit
to a frequent repetition of this neceffary but
painful procefs.* Chriftoph. Bonetus, in Thea-
tro Tabidorum, juftly obferves, that fo lang as
fuch perfons blood is by art reduced into a
watery ftate, they feel nothing ; but when en-
riched by a carnivorous oleous food, the dif-
order again difcovers itfelf.

Amongft the whole clafs of medicines there
are only two, by which our defign may be ac-
complifhed, v7z. Lignum Guaiacum and Mer-
cury.

Paracelfus acknowledges, that the Ebulum
Indicum, or Guaiacum, 1s a fufficient and ef-"
feftual remedy for this difeafe ; and in his
Chirurgia he every where prefcribes Mercury,
nor does he mention any other befides. Moft
writers have adopted the fame opinion, though
fome have difputed the efficacy of Guaiacum ;
it is, however, very certain, that Quickfilver
alone is not fufficient.

There is one exception to be made, vzz.
when a gonorrbea, or any other of the above-
mentioned {ymptoms accompanying it, are
- complicated with a /ues, then neither fo great
a degree of maceration, of expulfory force is
neceflary.

Befides the above medicines, there are cer-
tain vegetables and foffils which have been de-
monftrated by certain experiments to be of
fervice in the expurgation of this difeafe, as
ftrong cathartics, and powerful fudorifics.

What
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What are the beft and moft powerful pur-

gatives may be feen in our treatife of the go-
norrbza : they muft be repeated till the whole
el of the body is diffolved and expelled,

Severe as thefe methods are, nature at pre-
fent affords us no other materials from either
the foffil or vegetable kingdoms, that will cure
this difcafe, but as they falivate, fweat, or
purge, and thus diffolve all the infeGted hu-
mours. How or by what particular medi-
cines that is done, is of little confequence, if
they a&t in proportion to the vis vitz ; but as
fuch patients are frequently he&ic when they
apply to us, we muft firft, by a nourifhing
diet, reftore their loft ftrength before we un-
dertake the cure,

We now come to the Spanifh or Italian cure
by exficcation, or extracion of the corporeal
humours. This is done, 1. by Sweats; 2, by
Ptyalifm, :

The Third Method of curin 7 the Second and
Third Species of the Lues Venerea—By
Sudorifics. |

THE patient’s body ought to have fuffi-
cient ftrength to fuftain this method, for
it reduces the ftrongeft habit to the utmoft re-
laxed ftate ; for as the whole mafs of blood
confifts of a decoction of the Lignum Guaia-
cam, if the vital vifiera, the lungs, liver,
fpleen, ftomach, &e. are unfound, it is appa-

U 4 rent
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If thefe rules be neglected, and the body is
filled with decoétions to promote {weating, the
operation will be fruitlefs. The chamber
ought to have a fouthern afpect, and to be
furnithed with a ftove, but no chimney,
which, by drawing in the wind, makes the
room too cold.

4. He muft abftain from fermented liquors
during the whole courfe, and be permitted to
drink only milk, whey, ptyfans of barley, oats,
&e. the whey fhould be made twice a day,
for if it is not very frefh, it foon becomes acid.
To thefe may be added dry currants bruifed,
liquorice, red faunders, and fugar, fo as to
render thefe drinks not only refrething but
pleafant. |

5. The food ought to be fuch as moft re-
fifts putrefcency, and is’ freeft from oleous |
particles. The cure confifts principally in the
ufe of thick farinaceous decoctions, {weetened
with fugar, to which may be added prunes,
raifins, ripe apples or pears reduced toa pulp ;
bifcuits alfo boiled, with raifins or with figs,
and a little faffron or nutmeg, was the only
diet allowed by Ulricus Huttenius.* It is moft
in ufe with the praditioners of Amfterdam,
and affords a folid nutriment to the ftomach.
Milk alfo diluted with water may be admitted,
but is too oleous to be drank alone. For the

* Except a little butter and Liquorice, which he récom-
mends by way of allaying hunger : but notwithftanding this -

®

fevere regimen, which that noble German fubmitted to him-
felf, we End he afterwards relapled, and died in a miferable

Imanner.
[ame
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fame reafon all preparations of eggs, fith, and
fleth are to be avoided.

6. There 1s need of conftant frictions, as a
fupplement to that éxercife of the body which
is prevented by its neceffary confinement, '

7. A medicament muft be prepared after
the following method : Take either the bark,
(which is beft of all,) or the green ponderous
wood of Guatacum next the bark, reduced to
an impalpable powder : 3viij, of which muft be
infufed in water for twelve hours, the veffel
being clofe ftopped ; after this it muft be
boiled for one hour, pouring in frefh water:
when it is fettled, and cold, let it be ftrained
through Hippocrates’s fleeve, This makes
the firft decoction, and is very ftrong: to the
refiduum, add Zviij. of river water ; boil to one
half, and filtrate as before, by which you have
a fecond or dietetic decoction. That Guaia-
cum which is either very yellow or carious,
mull be difcarded as ufelefs,

The MeTnop of Curek,

HE patient muft drink one pint of the
firft decoction about fix o’clock every
morning and evening ; as this is very ftrong,
it 1s apt to excite an inflammation on the
Jfauces, which ceafes in about three or four-
days, after which it is no longer difagreeable,
The abovementioned inconvenience, however,
‘may in good meafure be prevented by the pa-
tient's chewing fome ftoned raifins or a fig be-
fore he takes the deco&ion,
He
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He muft alfo drink two ounces of the die-
‘tetic deco@ion every hour, at leaft for the
fpace of eight days, taking care to prevent its
efcaping through the pores till he is filled, and
rendered as it were hydropic from the decoc-
tion ; for if a fweat comes on before the bo-
dy is thus filled, the found humours only are
expelled, and a fever fucceeds, which puts an
end to the procefs, and prevents the cure.

So much is neceffary to the impletion of
body.

8. In the next place it muft be agitated in
fuch a manner that it may pafs thro’ the pores
by way of fweat, to be excited at firft every
other day, or oftener, in proportion to the pa-
tient’s ftrength, by covering him with warm
and thick bed-cloathes. |

g. He is then to be placed in the craticula,
or fweating-chair. This is a kind of wooden
cell, from whofe quadrangular bafis the body
of the machine afcends in 4 piramidical form,
terminating at top by an opening {ufficiently
large, and of fuch a height, as to admit the
patient’s head to emerge thro’ it at liberty.

When the patient is placed in the chair, a
lamp furnithed with fpirits of wine and cotton
is introduced into the machine. This lamp
fhould be made of brafs, of a cylindrical form,
five or fix fingers breadth in height, with an
orifice about an inch diameter : its bafis fhould
be fufficiently broad to prevent its falling, for
by fuch an accident the patient would cer-
tainly be fuffocated ; and the fpirit ought never

ta
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and the patient is immediately covered with
the bed-cloathes, without being expofed to
the external air.

After this 1s done he may be allowed a
little fle(h-broth with rye bread, Canary or
Rhenith wine, as a neceflary refrefhment.
When the patient has fuftained this operation
night and morning for ten or twelve days,
he is thereby fo much debilitated, as to require
a little broth, or rhenith wine, as {foon as the
fweat begins. -

In defperate cafes we muft perfevere in this
procefs for three or four weeks, after which
the operation fhould be repeated once a day
for another week, when the cure becomes ab-
{olute.

This method, which is now reduced to the
greateft degree of certainty and perfectiop,
cures the difeafe when it affeéts even the #e-
dulla of the bones, where it is inacceffible to
the force of Mercury.

Thofe perfons are miftaken who imagine
the force of the fanguinary fyftem fufficient to
actuate and move argentum <vivum with a ve-
locity neceflary to the cure of this diforder:
but by this repletion and evacuation it is ef-
feGed in a manner fuperior to any other: I
have feen the humours tranfude with fuch
force, excite fuch a fever, heat, and external
impetus, that venereal ulcers were raifed on the
forchead during the fweat, and thereby fo" en-
tirely feparated from the bottom as to be per-
fectly healed,

We



318 Of the Lues VENEREA,

We know when a cure is performed by
the difappearance of all the fymptoms; as
when the ulcers are healed, the no&urnal
pains ceafe, and the tumors {ubfide and vanifh

entirely.*
After

* There is one caution of the utmoft importance omit-
ted by our author, and that is, never to enter upon a
courfe of {fweating, or indeed any other internal procefs;
where the patient has any venereal fwelling, as a bubo in-
guinalis 3 for there is nothing in the world that will fo
ipeedily difperfe fuch tumors, as baths, vapours, &e. and
the confequences of that difcuffion are moft fatal. I re-
member an inftance of a celebrated courtezan, who by
entreaties prevailed on her furgeon to ufe every method to
difperfe an almoft maturated bubs), that the might be freed
from the deformity of a cicatrix. He made ufe of almofk
every evacuation, accompanied by large mercurial fri¢tions;
but thefe not fucceeding to his with, he at laft had re-
courfe to, and perfifted in the ufe of the hot bath, and
fweating in , for a confiderable time, by which he fo
perfectly difcuffed the tumor with its contents, that no-
thing remained. His patient no fooner recovered a little
ftrength, than the diforder appeared againin a different and
multiplied form ; for innumerable ulcers broke out on her
head, neck, anus, labia pudends, palate, tonfils, and feptum
narium, and proceeded {o faft, that though fhe was imme-
diately put into a ptyalifm, the difeafe raged with fuch
fury, as to end her life before it could be raifed to any fa-
lutary height.

Even in common abfcefles that are not venereal, the
worlt confequences {fometimes fucceed their accidental dif-
cuffion, when matter is either partially or perfeltly formed.
I remember a man in the year 1752, who had a little boit
on his face, covered by fo thick a kin as to prevent its
eruption 3 he would by no means permit it to be opened
either by the cauftic or lancet ; fo that at length it wholly
difperfed. Notlong afterwards he broke out in large ab-
fcefles all over his arms, belly, and legs : when thefe were
cither opened or burft of themfelves, they turned to ma-

Hgnaﬂt
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After which we muft ftri€tly caution fuch
patients not to return immediately to a grofs
and fat nutriment, for thereby whatever of
the difeafe remains will be fo increafed as to
manifeft itfelf again.

This procefs is effectual in that very worft
{pecies of the /Jues, which fixes itfelf on the
thinneft bones covered by the perigfieeum only,
as the maxillary, frontal, and [phenoidal finufes,
the offa palati, [pongicfa narium, and offa un-
guis. When the perioficeum of thefe very thin
bones is deftroyed, the fubjacent part of the
bones is not only uncovered, but thereby de-
prived of nutriment, and of confequence be-
comes carious : the poifon once admitted, ea-
fily fpreads, and diffufes itfelf through theic
fpongy texture, where it excites a moft puru-
lent fetor, efpecially in the ofa fpongiofa
narium.

If one fuch bone be deprived of its perigf-
teeum, it will never be cured but by its entire
feparation, becaufe the perigfleum is never re-

lignant creeping ulcers, like thofe on the legs of fcorbutic
patients, and as fome healed, others broke out, by which
he was {o wafted, that he appeared like a fkeleton, and at
length died tabid.

From this abforption of matter may be traced a variety
of the moft afflittive evils human nature is expoled to.—
¥rom hence the firophula, fucceeding the mealles, fmall
pox, and dentrification of infants: from hence the Jues, af-
ter a bad managed or neglected gonorrbeza : tumors u;: the
neck.from impofthumes of the ears, &%, &e. :

Réverius tells us, a Carmelite Fryer was feized with a
continual fever, in the height of which he died, only from
fome pimples in his face fuddenly receding.

1 ~ gencrated :
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generated : but in other and larger bones,
which are conftituted of a confiderable num-
ber of Jamelle, the fuperficies may exfoliate,
and its membrane regenerate,

Where the diforder has produced local ef-
fects, it may not be amifs, during the opera-
tion to conduét the fpirituous exhalations to
thofe parts by the mediation of a brafs pipe,
and at other times apply a cataplafm of the
decottion,

So great is the force of this fweating opera-
tion, that I have fometimes cured paralytic
perfons, whofe diforder was topical, or owing
to a vice of the mufcles, tendons, or snvolucra
of the nerves; nor is there in all medicine a
- procels by which we have a more abfolute
command over the body than by this method.

If we read the books of Franco and Ulric
Hutten, which laft wrote very well and can-
didly, we fhall {ee in his epiftle to the Bifhop
of Mentz, that he prefers this method to a
falivation,

Let me once more remark, that thin, dry,
weak bodies can never fuftain this operation
without the utmoft danger. It is defigned
chiefly for thofe that are robuft and full of
blood, in whom it will cure even the fpine
wventofa, and procure a feparation of the carzes.

The whole time of {weating nothing muft
be applied to the ulcers, for thereby their
tranfudation might be impeded ; but after the
" operation they may be covered with em-

plaflrum
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If thefe expedients do not recover his ftrength,

a falivation would be improper, The inftances
I have

tion, which we find by experience does not always fucceed.
The fumigations of Cinnabar, medical vapours, gargles,
lotions, phagedenic waters, &J¢. in common ufe, are not fo
effectual as could be withed ; they feldom digeft or heal
thefe ulcers, or even flop their progrefs ; fo that there is
little or no hopes of reftoring the health and ftrength of
a patient who 1s in continual pain and uneafinefs, accom-
panied with a perpetual naufea and ficknes. The ulcers
ought to be in fome meafure healed before a falivation
can with any propriety be attempted : fome refrain from
it when the reaﬁ malignity appears on the palate, &¢. left
the patient fhould be difgraced with a flat nofe, which, we
are told, is more frequent in England, than any other
country. A medicine then that will digeft and heal thefe
moft troublefome ulcers before a falivation, would be highly
defireable, and fuch I take the following preparation, after
many years experience, to be, .

| T)a'ke Argent. Viv. and Corrofive Sublimate, of each Ibfs.
mix till perfeétly incorporated in a marble mortar; then
put it into an alembic with a firait onfice, and cover it
with diftilled vinegar four fingers in height. The whole
muft be well thook or ftirred feveral times a day, and in
eight or nine hours the vinegar will be ftrongly impreg-
nated from the refiduum, which may be known fiom its
acrimonious tafte, or by pouring a little Spirit of Sal Am-
moniac, which will, if the medicine is fufficient! ﬂmng,
produce a large quantity of White Pracipitate, his vi-
negar muft be poured off, and freth put on, which will
require a longer time for its impregnation. We may thus
repeat the infulion, till the fediment will no longer im-
pregnate ; after which, the greater part of the refiduum
may be revived into pure Quickfilver by diftillation, and
ferve again. If a little of this lotion be applied to thofe
lcers on the point of a probe, armed with lint, their
whole furface becomes inftantly white, and continues fe-
veral hours, when it may be fgen to feparate in the form
of an exceeding thin flough ; the wounds appear more
tlean, and by repeating it three or four days, night and

- morning,
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gentleman, who loft his life on this account,
have given me the greateft concern.

2. A fix weeks leifure. I have but a very
indifferent opinion of cures that are performed
in a lefs {pace of time.

3. A warm air, The warmer the air, the
more powerful will be the Mercury ; but at
the fame time the more hazardous : never-
thelefs, by this means a cure may be accom-
plithed in ten or twelve days. In the Indies
they heat the ftoves to fuch an incredible de-
gree, as to give the higheft falivation to their
flaves, by which means their fate is fpeedily
determined. Mercury never aéts without the
heat of the body, the want of which may be
fupplied by external heat ; but when they both
a&t together, the Mercury rages in the body,
and brings on a putrefattion. If new benign
fluids be adminiftred, and the ftrength be fuf-
ficient, the cure will be eafy.

4. Abftinence.

5. Meat and drink, as before.

6. Frictions of the whole body. Let the
patient be put in a bath vapor three or four
days before he takes the Mercury, and after
this let him ufe moderate exercife ; for the
cure never advances more happily, than when
the body is fo difpofed as to fuffer the Mer-
but what may be foftened, and fometimes even difperfed
- entirely, by perfevering in the ufe of alcaline fpirits. By

thefe I have very frequently difcuffed fmall fchirrhi of the
breaft, ganglions of the wrift, &c. On the contrary, I
have found, that acid fpirits ufed in the fame manner will

fometimes diminifh the tumor, but they always leave it
more hard and fixed than before.
cury
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cury to act equally in all parts without any re-
fiftance ; for the ation is the greateft, where
there is the moft refiftance.

7. If the patient be young and plethoric,
and the weather warm, it will be advifeable to
bleed, becaufe the falivation will throw the
body into a fever of itfelf. By this means the
inflammatory f{wellings of the fauces, hemor-
rhages, fevers, and dyfenteries, often attending
falivations, will be prevented.

8. The body fhould be purged ; for, during
the whole time of falivation, the belly is {carce
moved once : what impropriety therefore can
there be in exhibiting daily Manna, Caffia, and
Cremor Tartar ; or, if greater fpeed is re-
quired, to inject a clyfter three or four times
a day, in order to take away the feces from
the body, which is the principal thing to be
aimed at in thefe preparations.

9. For a week before, the patient thould
ufe a liquid, emollient, and moderately refrefh-
ing diet, that there may be a fufficient quan-
tity of humours in the body for the mercury
to work upon, and keep it from hurting the
veflels. The food therefore fhould confift of
milk, panada, raifins, figs, or fuch as contain
no matter tending to putrefcency ; for the ef-
fect of Mercury is to diflolve the humours,
and to change the oils and falts into a ftate of
putrefaction, like thofe of a dead body expofed
to the warm air ; by which the tender vedtls
are fometimes diffolved, and rendered incapable
of containing their fluids, Hence arife mortifi-

X 3 cations






Of the Lues VENEREA. 327

11. It will be advifeable to ufe the bath once
or twice, and to ftay in it a quarter of an hour,
rubbing his body well afterwards. Thus the
fkin will become more perfpirable. This was
the reafon why the ancients always directed
bathing before falivation.

12. When there are zopbs, apoffemata, or
ulcers, the patient thould put on {uch covering
as will be fufficient to keep him warm and
clean all the time ; for during the operation nei-
ther the cloathes nor the bed muft be changed.

was of a fcorbutic, fcrophulous, or depraved habit; in all
which temperaments, efpecially the former, the blood is
generally thin, and perhaps acrimonious : from whence
we fee the reafonablenefls and neceffity of the prepara-
tion our author prefcribes in fuch cafes, and why a fa-
livation fo frequently fails through its being negleted.
It will be afked, what is to be done when falivation
fails in fuch cafes ? I anfwer, There is even then a
fafe and eafy cure ; fo eafy, that it has for the lait age
enabled the moft ignorant empirics, old women, and
nurfes, to triumph over the whole faculty, of which I could
produce many inftances. One that happened very lately
will be fufficient.—A certain lady, whofe hufband died
about two vears ago of the lues, was left moft feverely af-
fliCted with the fame diforder, for which fhe was deeply
falivated by an eminent furgeon of this city. As fhe re-
covered ftrength, the diforder broke out with greater fury ;
afterwards he ufed fri¢tions and purges, and thus kept the
difeafe under, but never entirely cured it. The patient,
weary with* fruitlefs applications, and having loft her ap-
petite and ftrength, began to defpair: but an old nurfe
in the family had influence enough to prevail on the lady
to take a diet drink, under the charaéter of a never-failing
fpecific, by which fhe was perfeéily cured in three weelks.—s
I fhall relate this method of cure after the Pryalifm.

+ Our author means, that the cloathing fhould be fi
contrived, that the furgeon may have accefs to thofe com
plaints, without taking off or changing thofe coverings. #

X 4 Thefe
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applied to the fkin externally, or mixed with
ointment, or in a plaifter, and taken without
any preparation, will all of them falivate, It
is fufficient if it does but enter the veflels. If
it be taken in too great plenty, it purges the
belly. Thofe who work in the mines, hand-
ling it imprudently, fcarce live three years, and
die miferably.

Quickfilver falivates when mixed with thofe
things which take away its fluidity at firft, and
afterwards fuffer it to recover again. If Cin-
nabar be taken into the body, and meets with
a very acrimonious bile, alcaline or faponaceous
humours, the operation of the mercury is fuf-
pended. Hence it happens, that Athiops Mi-
neral feldom falivates, unlefs in bodies that
have the power of difiolving, or with diffolving
medicines, fuch as alcaline falts, which dif-
folve the fulphur, and fet the Mercury free.
If I take Mercury, and rub it with a little
bread and fome Galbanum, I make the Pilula
Barbarofla : when the bread and Galbanum
are digefted, the Mercury is fet at liberty,
and then operates, but not otherwife. Mer-
cury precipitated acts in a different man-
ner. This was firft difcovered by John Vigo,
from whom it was called Vigo’s powder ; and
Troches made of this, Trochifci de minio Vigo-
nis. 'This powder is made by taking fome
Mercury with the fame quantity and half as
much more of fpirit of Nitre, or common
Aqua Fortis, and putting them in a retort, fo

clofe
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clofe that nothing can efcape ; at length, ex-
hale every thing but what is red ; then let the
retort be broken, and there remains a powder
of various colours, which is red Precipitate.
Now take this powder, fays Paracelfus, and
add feven times the quantity of new Aqua
Fortis ; urge it with an intenfe heat, and you
will have the ftrongeft red Precipitate, to
which you muft add fomething mild whenever
you exhibit it. Helmont fays he concealed
the moft important article of this preparation,
vzz. the Elementum Ignis Veneris, which he
made no {ecret of to his pupils. Buat I doubt
this, as I have not been able to find it in his
books. He fays, in Libro Nofocomis, that from
this powder of Vigo may be diftilled the Oil of
Vitriol, after which the whole medicine is
changed, and you have in an inftant the Tur-
bith Mineral. ~ zij. of Mercury thus prepared
has twenty times the effect of crude Mercury.

Mercury will only mix with a foffil falt ;
the alcaline falt of vegetables will by no means
touch it. This mixing is called by the chy-
mifts the extraverfion of the fulphur of Mer-
cary. I have changed Mercury into a red,
penetrating, and acrid body, by the addition of
pure gold only.

There is inherent in Quickfilver a certajn
latent body called the Sulphur of Mercury :
af this be taken away, the Mercury will nei-
ther unite with Aqua Fortis, Aqua Regia, nor
Oil of Vitriol.

' Pure
4
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If pure Argentum Vivum, which is a genu-
ine, fimple, uncompounded mineral, 1s mixed
with common Spirit of Nitre, (which has not
been difcovered above three hundred years,)
it will be fixed fo as to fuftain a heat of
fixty degrees, without flying off. Homberg
calculated how much of this folid quality he
could give in proportion to a pound of the
moft fluid Mercury, and found, that when it
‘was thus prepared, it acts at leaft twelve times
more powerfully than fimple Mercury, five,
fix, or feven grains only being equal to fixty of
the other.

If you pour upon this, Oil of Vitriol, it will
expel all the fixed acid, and penetrate into 1ts
place. If I unite 5j. of Spirit of Nitre with
3j. of Mercury, and then pour upon them the
Oil of Vitriol, ninety grains of the Spirit of
Nitre will inftantly fly off ; tho’ they would
before have withftoed the heat of fixty degrees:
the oil will enter, and make a white pow-
der more fixed than red Precipitate ; the virtue
of which will be found invincible : one grain
being fufficient to move the whole body up-
wards and downwards.

If this preparation be wafhed with water, it
puts on a citron colour, when it is called Tur-
bith Mineral. This acs with three times the
force of the above Precipitate.

If the acids are taken from thefe powders
by diftillation, a mild body of Mercury is left
behind, which is called Mercurius Dulcis.
This is the remedy to which Paracelfus recurs

as
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as the laft refort. The next procefs is Subli-
mate of Mercury. In the nature of things,
fay the chymifts, there are but two created
perfed, fea-falt and gold.

Now Corrofive Sublimate of Mercury is a
fovereign remedy, and a fovereign poifon ; for
here Mercury is united with fea-falt. In or-
der to make it you muft take the Calx of Vi-
triol, which is the moft fixed Qil of Vitriol,
incapable of being expelled by fire. With
this mix Mercury and fea falt; then by a flow
fire the Vitriol approaches the matrix of the
fea falt, making it volatile, and depurating it
fo as that it unites itfelf with the Mercury ; the
fire in the mean time having corroded the falt,
and the Mercury makes them volatile, and
hence is produced the Sal Ammoniac of the
philofophers. Thus Corrofive Sublimate of
Mercury is the pureft fea falt fublimated from
all drofs, and intimately mixed with Mercury.
One grain of this Mercury caufes a fevere falj-
vation. This was formerly a profound fecret ;
they diffolved one grain in water, and mixed
it with fyrup, to render it more palatable.

This fublimated Mercury united with an
equal quantity of Quickfilver, and fublimated
again, lofes much of its ftrength, and comes
forth Mercurius Dulcis, 3j. of which will not
raife fo ftrong a falivation as a grain of the
former; therefore the power of Mercury in a
great meafure depends upon art.

If Mercury thus prepared be rubbed with
Quickfilver, and then fublimated again,ﬂwlf.;

1a
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33
{hall have the Panacea Monfpelienfium, but a
remedy of {mall efficacy ; for you muft ufe 3.
of it to raife a falivation, for which a grain of
the former will be fuflicient.

Having premifed thefe general oblervations,
I add, that all of them will falivate, or other-
wife they would not cure. I admire the fkill
of him who boafted of being able, by a mer-
curial arcanum, to cure without a ptyalifm ;
and I will take upon me to pronounce, aftér a
correfpondence throughout all Europe, that it
is impofiible. 1 have known, indeed, a faliva-
tion fupprefled after it was firft excited, by 4
determination downwards, and vice verfa ; but
this is nothing to the point.*

Such a falivation ought to be excited as thall
render the humours very fluid ; but if by pre-
paratory decoctions, evacuations, or an extreme
poverty of blood, they have been made too
thin, no falivation can take place; from
whence it happens, that many perfons after a
relapfe are incapable of receiving a falivation,
Vid. Lemery in aélis Regiis Acad. Scient. Paris -

When

* Herein our author agrees with the moft experienced
and eminent phyficians, as the great Sydenham, &'¢. who
declare that a confirmed /fues is not to be cured by Mer-
cury, unlefs it falivates : neverthelefs, of late years it has
been dilcovered, that the lefs malignant fpecies of the Jues
efpecially is frequently ‘curable without a ptyalifm, by al-
moft any mercurial medicine, continued a confiderable time, ;
with a proper regimen, evacuations, & See Locher’s :
account, at the end of thefe notesy, Medical E@i‘, e, 2t 4 M"‘-}
t T'he common way of raifing a falivation is by rubbing
in the pure Argentum (killed or divided with Axung. Por-
cinz) on the furface of the body. Our author does the
) fame
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When there is a debility of the humours,
the Mercury pafles through the body, and con-
fequently it is not always a certain medicine;
for the efficacy of it depends upon its falivating.
If this end be accomplifhed, it fignifies little in
what form it is ufed. It ought, however, to
be a caution to us to try that Mercury which
debilitates the leaft. I have been greatly con-
cerned, that many furgeons, efpecially the
Britifh, fo rafhly pour Mercury into every ju-
venile body. 2. Attend to the age of your
patient. 3. Take the exactelt method of cal-
culating the quantity of Mercury you give;
for no good phyfician tries dangerous experi-
ments on the human body. 4. Let the quan-
tity be no more than neceffary, for Mercury
deftroys the human body by its own mecha-
nical power.

Thefe principles being laid down, you may
- judge what is proper to be chofen, and what
to be rejeéted, and particularly to omit thefe
acids which render its ufe dangerous ; or, on
the other hand, what requires to be taken in

fame thing by giving the above-mentioned preparations in-
ternally. It is of no great importance by what preparation
the ptyalifm is excited, if we take care to prevent its being
too fharp and corrofive ; for as I have before obferved, the
only difference betwixt them is only as they are rendered
more acrimonicus by chymical procefles and mixtures.
However, where the confltitution is weakly, I think one
would rather prefer the method by undlion, as the ftomach
is lefs affefted thereby. Or if the habit be fufficiently
ftrong, thofe that are quickened by art, as the Calomel, &,
are preferable to the Pilule Mercuriales, Keyfer’s, or Bel-
lofte’s, &¢. all which are very flow in their operations and
effells.

too

-“'dl-ﬂ-— "'.‘-'i-'\. -
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too large a quantity. Hence thofe are miftaken,
who attempt to expel the venereal poifon by
the Parifian Panacea, Sublimate, or Althiops
Mineral. 1l
The White Precipitate, or the common Dul-
cis, are preferable to all other medicines ; for
if thefe fail in falivation, all others will be with=-
out effect, unlefs there be a peculiar idiofyn-
cracy in the body; therefore, rejeéting - all
boafted arcanas, let us rely folely upon thefe
two medicines, the firft of which i1s White
Precipitate, prepared by hand in this manner :
Let Quickfilver be rubbed with Spirit of Ni-
tre, till diffolved into a very limpid- liquor ;
upon this pour the brine of fea falt till it be-
comes white : hence arifes Aqua Regia, which
with difficulty retains the Mercury, {0 that the
greateft part is precipitated. Then the liquor
is to be ftrained through paper, and there re-
mains the whiteft powder of Mercury, which
muft be wathed with warm water till it be<
comes infipid : this, when dry, is the White
Precipitate of Mercury. Take 38 of this pow-
der, with 3j of fogar, and rub them together
in a glafs mortar, and it will be an incompara-
ble medicine. | -
If this is thought too laborious a procefs,
take 3j88 of common Mercurius Dulcis, and 3j
of fugar, and rub them to a fine powder. . Di-
vide it into twenty-four dofes, and in every
dofe there will be 332 grains of Mercury,
This does not differ materially from the pres
ceding, excepting that a little only of the fpi«
: ‘ rit
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rit of falt is united with the Mercury. Thefe
two remedies I have never known to fail,
where the difeafe was curable.*

The patient thould be kept in one room,
and wear woollen cloaths all the time, nothing
being more neceffary, than that every part be
kept in a perfpirable ftate, on which caution
our fuccefs greatly depends.

A dofe fhould be taken at fix, nine, and
twelve in the morning, and at four, fix, and
nine in the afternoon. I have mentioned the
largeft at fir(t, that it may be gradually dimi-
nifhed ; the leaft dofe is the fourth part of this
quantity. Afterwards it will be proper to take
a narcotic, to prevent vomiting or a dyfentery.
Paracelfus, ‘in Ngfocomio, adds zj. or zij. of
Theriaca to vi. or vil. grains of Turbith Mine-
ral ; nor does he give any Mercurials without
Theriaca, which is a bland narcotic.  Hence
we would advile 3j. or 3ij. of the following
compofition,

R Ag. Cort: Citr. %iv,
Laud. pur. gr. 1.

* For when the crafis of the blood and other humours is
already diffolved, as in fcorbutic perfons, if you attempt to
falivate, every {ymptom will be aggravated, and the ulcers,
inftead of digefting, &'¢c, will continue to {pread with

eater apparent malignity, as [ have before obferved. The

efign of Mercury is to diffolve the tenacity of the juices ;
but that being already effeited, a falivation in fuch cafes is
bighly improper. Our bufinefs is therefore, in the firft
place, to reftore their loft confiftence by proper diet, &'c,
by which only fuch a patient will fometimes be perfectly
€ured ; but if the difeafe continues, he may afterwards be
falivated with fuccefs. |
If
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If naufea, vomiting, pains in the belly, and
loofenefs come on the firlt or fecond day, ac-
cording to cuftom, they ought by all means to
be ftopped. After two, three, or four dofes
therc fometimes arifes fuch an intollerable fick-
nefs, that every kind of fuftenance becomes
loathfome, and the patient falls into a deli-
guium. This happens chiefly to thofe who are
eafily moved, to whom nothing can be more
ferviceable than the following medicine.

R Terebinth. recent. 8.
Vitell. Ov. nev, i,
His penitus Jubaltis adde Theriac. Androm. 8.

Ladtis recent. %vi.

M. f. chyfma, by which thefe complaints will
foon be removed.

The falivation, which comes on about
the fecond or third day, is generally pre-
ceded by a troublefome fever, attended with
anxiety and thirft ; therefore it is highly pro-
per for the patient to drink at leaft 3ij. of li-
quor every hour, which will by no means refift
the altion of the Mercury, but rather difpofe
the veflels to bear it better. Raifins boiled
with barley in water, with one third of milk,
and fome honey or {ugar, make a good decoc-
tion for this purpofe,

Thefe {ymptoms are owing to the tenacity
and denfity of the blood, which makes it refift
the Mercury ; more efpecially if there be an
acidity and drynefs of the body.

Y | T he
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which would prove fatal without drinking a
large quantity of diluting liquids.

5. As foon as the f@tor begins, I have exa-
mined the ulcers with microfcopes, at which
time every inequality difappears, the fordes is
removed, the lips, which before were {welled
and corroded, become plain, and the bottom
of the wound red as coral; from whence I
conclude, that though the Mercury diffolves
all the humours, it ats moftly upon the fat.

6. If there be a determination of the hu-
mours to the mouth and fauces, the tongue
fwells enormoufly, and becomes exceeding
painful ; the cheeks are violently inflamed at
the falival glands, where there often remains
large ulcers for fix months after falivation.

- If the Mercury does not afcend to the
mouth, it produces pains and naufea in the
ftomach, &e.

7. The gums and lips are affeGed in the
fame manner as the other parts of the mouth,
and the whole countenance becomes tumid

and ruddy.

- The Signs of a Prefent Pryarism,
A Liquor begins to flow from every part of

the mouth, which, if not fpit out, runs
{pontanecufly over the lips, It is called a fa-
livation on account of this flux of the faliva.
The difcharge, however, is not of fa/iva ouly,
but of all the humours of the body, attenuated

by putrefaction ; for the gaffroghemii mufcles
| X2 are
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are equally relaxed with thofe of the cheeks
and where it proceeds regularly, the patient
has not one evacuation by ftool in the fpace of
twenty days. .

The faliva is more tenacious and feetid than
at other times, daily increafing in quantity and
putrefcency ; the mouth ulcerates, and the
greater that ulceration 1s, the better are the
other ulcers of the body.*

All the humours, even the fat itfelf, are re-
{olved into a fluid fufficiently thin to be dif-
charged by the mouth. The determination
of the diffolved humours to that part I impute
more to the irritating, inflammatory, ulcerating
qualities of thofe humours, than to the force
of the Mercury.

If it be afked, What is the juft height or
point that renders a falivation falutary, with-
out being dangerous, or infufficient ? I anfwer,
that in an adult and ftrong perfon the dif-
charge may amount to 36 or 48 ounces in the
fpace of 24 hours, more or lefs.

It thould be continued till every {fymptom
difappears, at leaft 28 or 30 days, in which
time Ib.cxii. Troy of fpittle is difcharged : fo
that, according to Keil’s demontftration of the
proportion of our fluids and folids, it will ap-
pear, that all the humours of the body muft
have been exhaufted, had not frefh ones been
added. Now fuppofe only one half to be olil,

* There are fome exceptions to this obfervation, as the
reader will fee hereafter.

it
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it is evident the whole fat muft have been dif*
folved and expelled ; and that if a very corpu-
lent man was to be thus cured, not the leaft
veftige of his fat would remain.

The ptyalifm, however, muft in fome cafes
be protracted longer, as we thall prefently fee;
in the mean time it is apparent, our object is
the evacuation of the old humours, and filling
the body with new.

By fuch a copious difcharge there is reafon
to believe that more of the old humours are
evacuated, than of thofe which have been re-
cently received ; becaufe at firft there is fre-
quently a large hemorrhage from the gums,
{o that not only the lymphatic but fanguinary
fluids are determined this way, and 2 man who
had a florid complexion at the beginning of
this courfe, always becomes pale when it s
finifhed.

What now can be expected from thofe prac-
titioners who neglect preparatory diet and re-
pletion before the application of Mercury :
from hence may be deduced the reafons why
their patients fo frequently die under their
hands.

We know when the difcharge is fuificient
in quantity and continuance.

1. From the time, which I generally protract
to 40 or 42 days for the greater fecurity. It
is much better to infure a certain cure to the
patient, at the expence of a prefent inconve-
nience, than fubject him to repeated falivations,

which I have feen many undergo without ef-
B fect,
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fe@, and by which they were almoft de-
ftroyed. ; |

2. From the quantity and viclence of the
ptyalifim. In many, about the third or fourth
day, fo great a tumor and ulceration arifes,
that would prove mortal unlefs it was relieved ;
after this an acute f{alivation comes on, that
difcharges even pounds in a day. In fuch in-
ftances we are authorifed to finith the courfe
in thirty days.

3. From the difappearance of all the fymp-
toms which indicated the exiftence of the dif-
eafe, and for which the procefs was intended.
Againft this rule lie two objections, viz.

1. Where an ulcer is feated on an infeGed
bone, as the os palati for inftance, it digefts,
granulates, and heals, within the thirty days,
with fuch apparent foundnefs, as might deceive
the moft acute practitioner ; neverthelefs, in
three or four weeks it will again dilcover itfelf,
In fuch a cafe the topical applications of mer-
curials will avail nothing ; for the true cure,
if pofiible to be obtained, depends wholly on
the outward effeCts of internal operations,

2. If the diforder occupies parts inaccefiible
to the impetus of Mercury, and the ptyalifm
has been continued 42 days, fomewhat will
ftill remain, as in ulcers of the palate; for as
they have their origin from the infected bone,
no fooner does the patient return to his ufual
way of living, than the apparently firm ,cica-
trix breaks out again. Such a diforder is ab-

folutely incurable, and thofe who are prefump-
- tuous



Of the Luks VENEREA. 243

tuous enough to promife a cure, are generally
more unfuccefsful than others.* u

In ftrong, young, and plethoric bodies, the
Mercury frequently caufes fuch an inflamma-
tion, as to endanger an actual {uffocation ; it
is abfolutely neceflary, 1. That fuch drink ve-
ry plentifully of thin liquors, and gargle their
mouths with a decoction of mallows and milk,
or of the flowers of violets, elder, and mal-
lows ; and apply warm fomentations of the
fame on flannel to the outfide of the fauces,
ears, and maxilla, taking care to exclude the
air, and avoid cool liquors. If we attempt to
difcufs thefe by repercuflives, the tumors are
thereby increafed, and rendered more dan-
gerous ; for though thefe emollients really in-
creafe the tumors, they alfo relax the vefiels,
and enable them to fuftain their burthen.

2. The air muft be rendered temperate ;
for nothing increafes a falivation more than
warnith.

3. We prefcribe Opium ; one fourth of a

gt errake

grain every hour takes off the fenfe of pain,-

and moderates an exceffive falivation.-
When the inflammation, ulcerations of the
mouth, and fpitting are diminithed, they muit

¥ We ought not to defpair in fuch a cafe, fince we
have learnt, %hat if even then the Sarfaparilla drink, &,
be properly adminiftered, the bone will exfoliate, and the
cure be perfelted.

+ I have alfo found the Julep, e Camphora, ufed by
way of gargle, to be very efficacious in moderating thefe
fymptoms, and in leflening the difcharge. For this I am
indebted to the informations of an eminent phyfician.

Y 4 be
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be again excited by the mercurial drink with
Opium. 2. The heat increafed one or two
degrees by the ftove. 3. The head fomented,
and cherithed by dry-cupping ; and thus the
falivation is to be protracted till the cure is
completed. '

3. If the old juices are evacuated to the
amount of lb. 150, or at leaft 1b. 112 ; for if
fo much has been difcharged and regenerated,
it is apparent the old humours are paflfed out
of the body. |

4. If all the fat be confumed ; for then even
the marrow of the bones appears to be re-
folved ; for fuch men perceive an unufual ri-
gidity and immobility about the larger joints.

All thefe effe@s arife from the wvis vite;
for when fuch patients fall into a deliquium,
the falivation ceafes ; fo that where the wvires
vite are deficient, Mercury will not cure: a
putrefcency indeed happens; but this medi-
cine is not expelled without a fever.

External heat alfo contributes to this effec,
- without which there is a fuffocation, but no
falivation.

Thin drinks are neceflary : if the patient
does not drink more than he difcharges at the
mouth, it will not fucceed, fince much paffes
off by urine ; for what is thus expelled by the
mouth contains the vencreal poifon, ini con-
veys it out of the body.

To thefe may be added a thin diet, fuffic;-
ent to nourifh, but not to produce any gra. t
motion in the body,

By
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By thefe things the habit is macerated,
purified, wathed, weakened, exhaufted, and
cured.

If a part of the diforder remains, no fymp-
tom of it appears while the patient continues
thin and weak ; but when he takes folid nu-
triment, and recovers his ftrength,. it breaks
out again in its original form.* In fome cafes
this is not to be prevented, particularly when
the difeafe is feated in the medulla of the bones,
for there the Mercury cannot act.

There are many inftinces of Quickfilver
being found in the bones after death ; it re-
mains in the fame manner in the diploe of the
cranium : in fuch cafes as thefe, therefore, the
cure by Guaiacum is preferable to that by
Mercury. 7

When the difeafe occupies thefe fmall and
very thin bones, ferving to form certain cavities,
as the ordits, &ec. it is hardly curable by a fuli-
vation ; for all thefe are furnifhed with a Ji-
ploe, into which the Mercury can never pene-
trate ; fo that in caries and exoffgfes of the
orbits, internal parts of the zares and mucous
Jinufes, gummi of the cartilages, of the larynx,
&c. we ought to form no great expeations
from this method, becaufe the vis vize 1s not
fufficient to impel the Mercury to thofe parts.
The fame thing is true with refpe@ to the

* Except prevented by the timely exhibition of >me
proper diet-drink in large quantities ; by which the re-
maming poifon is either blunted, deftroyed, or carried out
of the body. -

medulla
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indeed are not affeéted, there are fome in-
ftances of cure by Cinnabar fumi%atians; nor
are proofs wanting of its ill fuccefs, and of its
injuring the interior part of the zares : it
thould therefore be adminiftered with the
greateft caution, viz. where the bone is neither
carious, nor deprived of its perigficum.

Condylomata, calli, and venereal fehirr: alfo
are never cured by a falivation. Thefe require
emollient vapours, after which they muft be
totally confumed by mercurial efcharotics : if
they be not firft foftened, they will prove im-

netrable to corrofive applications.*

Fiftulous finufés require compleat dilatation,
without which they are not to be cured either
by ptyalifm or decoctions. Exoffofes thould be
laid bare, and the infected part of the bone
feparated by the rugine, terebra, chiflel, or
fome corrofive application ; but this is imprac-

ticable in the fmaller bones.¢
Another

As I did not doubt the caufe, fo I put her into a deep fali-
vation, which not fucceeding, I had recourfe to the Mercu-
rial Lotion, which fhe fnuffed up her noltrils twice a day :
the fwellings abated, the ulcers healed, and her breath
pafled freely through her noftrils ; from which time *o the
prefent fhe has never had any relapfe. I have frequently
cured venereal and other @zengs by the fame medicine, — ¢ &

* The preceding ufe of emollients are very proper, and
long fince made ufe of by Joannes Benedictus for the fame
purpofes.

+ Having already obferved the falutary effeCts of revul-
fion in this difeafe, whether produced by nature or ar*, I
come now to the advantages which may be gained from an

immediate derivation in fome particular cafes, as in nodes,
tophi,
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- Another method of curing this difeafe is by
giving Mercury internally, till the blood is fo
much refolved as to difcover the firft indica-
tions of a ptyalifm, or till the breath becomes
feetid, &¢. Purges are then continued till thofe
{ymptoms difappear. Both thefe procefles are
perfilted in alternately, until the diforder is
cured. This method is commended by Ver-
cellonius and Pitcairn, and much praétifed in
France ; it is not, however, fufficient to cure

tophs, gummataz, exoffofes, &c. 1If, for inftance, a blifter
be applied to one of thefe tumors, and then followed by an-
other, as foon as the former is healed, there is hardly a fpe-
cies of tumors that can refift it. This was the praétice
of the great Riverius, who frequently renewed them three
* or, four times, where the induration proved obftinate.
When the bone is carious, the cure muft depend on an
exfoliation ; neverthelefs, a very large exoffofts may exift
without a caries; for we frequently fee them fubfide in
proportion as the cure advances, and at length wholly dif-
appear, without any feparation of the bone, and at other
times continue for life, without any inconvenience. When
we are fure the bone is difeafed, a feparation becomes ne-
ceflary, and may be effelted by the means our author re-
commends, If a fluxile purulent matter be formed in
fuch tumors, it is apparent a blifter would neither be pro-
per nor effeCtual. Repeated blifters are the moft efficacious
of all other remedies in vencreal fungi of the joints; for as
the contents of thefe tumors are almoft always of the lym-
phatic kind, more or lefs infpiffated, according to the time

of their retention, it eafily pervades the fkin, when excited.

by the ftrong, flimulating, and derivatory force of the blifter.
I might here further obferve, that in moft cafes where the
perpetual blifter is ufually recommended, the repeated blif-
ter would not only be more convenient, but more effeftual,
fince the difcharge of three repetitions 1s not much lefs than
twenty times the quantity procured by the perpetual in the

fame fpace of time. '
bad

Bl il o e T
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bad cafes, or thofe where the bones are afe
fected,* |

Lewis XIV. than whom there never was a
prince that more liberally encouraged the arts,

purchafed

* 'This method, which one may call the Compound, is
very fufficient to cure moft of thofe cafes that are not of
the wordt kind ; it is therefore beft fuited to common prac-
tice, fince the majority of patients are affeted in a kind of
middle degree. ft is alfo the moft convenient, as it ma
be continued a long time without injury to bufinefs or re-
putation.

T'here are fome who fweat, falivate, and purge their pa-
tients all at once, or alternately ; which we may call the
Greater Compound method. This is, however, no mo- ,
dern invention, for it was praélifed foon after the difeafe
prevailed in Europe, particularly by Aug. Terrerius : both
thefe methods, however, are varied according to the hu-
mour of the pratitioner. I know a furgeon of eminence,
who orders his patients to ufe the hot bath once or twice a
day till near twenty times, anhd then to rub in near an
ounce of the common Cerule every evening, beginning at
the toes, and proceeding to the ankles the firft time; on
the fecond, to the knees, and fo on, till he arrives at the
neck, As foon as the fpitting appears, he prefcribes Sal
Nitri 3j. three or four times a tﬁi}’, to carry off the Mercur
by urine ; fometimes Sal Mirab. to do the fame by fool.
'Irhe patient is furnifhed with an aftringent gargle, to pre-
- vent its affeCting or difcharging by the mouth. By this
means he forces in a great quantity of the Ung. and again
expells it by the pores, urine, and ftool, denying it a paf-
fage by the falival glands, By this method, he fays the pa-
tient is cured with lefs pain, inconveniency, and uncer-
tainty, than in the common way of falivating,

I thall now fulfil my promife with refpect to the cure of
fuch patients whofe bluod and juices are wholly depraved
by fcorbutic humours,‘or in whom Mercury has only *end-
ed to aggravate every dreadful fymptom to the higheft de-
gree of malienancy. Such perfons fhall frequently be cured
by a diet-drink, which is pretended to be a fpecific, but in

; reality
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as communicated to me by the learned Hom-~
berg, is as follows.

1. Take

which fomewhat more than a pint of faliva was difcharged
each day ; but as the ulcers vifibly increafed, and his uger
complaints were not in the Ieal{ mended, and as his re-
maining ftrength was almoft expended, I reiolved to have
recourfe to Sarfaparilla, viz. three ounces in two quarts of
water boiled to one, which quantity was appointed to be
taken every day, and more if poffible : this was the only
liquor allowed him, except a glafs of wine at his meals.
In a few days the patient was furprifingly reftored, his fpi-
rits were enlivened, his complexion altered, his pains abated,
his exgffofis and {welling at his elbow diminifhed, and his
throat almoft well. In fhort, the cure was compleated in
three weeks, from which time he has continued entirely
found. Iintended to have continued the courfe a fortnight
longer, to which the young gentleman would by no means
fubmit, when he found himfelf; as he exprefled, fo perfeétly
cured. ;

In the year 1761, a gentleman about thirty years of age
was recommended to my care by an eminent phyfician, on
account of a carious o; frontis, proceeding from an old infec-
tion, and an ill-managed venereal bubo, which being fuf-
fered to heal of itfelf, ftil] continued fiftulous. When the
orifice of the bubo contrafted, and was firft covered with a
fcab, his forehead fwelled conliderably ; but as the tumor
varied, and at fome times almoft entirely difappeared, it
was neglected for feveral months, when at length it was
difcovered to contain a fluid, after which it increafed con-
fiderably. It was now two years from his firft infection.
I opened the moft prominent part of the tumor by cauftic,
and it difcharged a large quantity of ill-digefted feetid pus,
which lay on the bone. I found the o5 fromtis carious,
the teguments feparated almott its whole breadth, and the
furface of that bone fcabrous. The fwelling however fub-
fided, and the teguments appeared to be difpofed to re-unite
themlelves with it. This was encouraged by comprefs
and bandage ; but all was found in the end to ‘}J'E fruitlefs,
frefh tumors arifing. I rhen refolved to make two long
incifions, one on each fide the /inea fromiis, as dependant

as
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1. Take native Cinnabar finely powdered,

and wafh it in vinegar and water till pure ;
add

as poffible, after which no more matter was retained. 1
muft obferve, that from the beginning of the diforder this
patient had taken a variety of mercurial medicines, and
not lefs than five hundred ot Keyfer’s pills, which, together
with his fufferings, had reduced him to a low and ema+
ciated ftate of body; his face was pale, but fomewhat
puffed, efpecially his eye-lids ; every thing indeed denoted
a relaxation of the folids, and a poverty of the fluids, and
that he was a proper fubject for the Sarfaparilla. A ftrong
decoétion was his only drink, and from the ufe of it he
was reftored to health in three weeks, He perfevered in this
courfe for at leaft the fpace of nine months, during which
time the whole external table of the frontal bone feparated
in feveral diftinét portions, at different times ; of confe-
quence the frontal finufes were deftroyed, and the forehead
deprefled in the place of its former elevation. The cica-
trix, which is lefs unequal than might have been expected,
continues firm, and the patient has enjoyed perfect health
from the period above-mentioned. I fhould have obferved,
that the fftulated bubo, though it was never opencd,
healed found, before he had advanced a month in the
courfe.

In the latter end of the year 1761, 2 young woman applied
to me on account of an ulcerated throat, painful exg/fo/es
on each elbow, and a very large one on the right fibsa.
On examining her hufband, to whom flie had been mar-
ried three or f%}ur years, I found his head and breaft co-
vered with true venereal blotches, and a large foul ulcer
on his back ; otherwife he was in perfeét heaith, and felt
no pain ; but his wife gradually declined and wafted for
want of reft, The cale was obvious; I treated them
both with Mercurials for about fix weeks; the ulcer
on the hufband’s back healed, the puftules difappeared,
and he has continued well ever fince : but the'wife
was not in the leaft mended ; her pains encreafed,
and fhe grew rather weaker. I then tried the folution,
with the Sarfaparilla diet-drink, for fix wecks more,
to as litlle effect ; and after giving her fome refpite

Z by
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add to this double the quantity of fteel filings ;
mix thefe together, put them into an alembic,
and commit the veflel to a ftrong fand-heat,
and the Quickfilver will afcend pure.

2. This Mercury is diffolved in fomewhat
more than an equal quantity of Spiritus Nitri ;
the folution is diftilled from the refiduum at
the bottom of the retort, which when taken
from it by breaking the glafs, it is changed in-
to a white Precipitate, then to be rubbed and
mixed with marine falt and Colcothar of Vi-
triol, and the whole gently fublimed from a
retort, when it becomes as it were a kind of
cryftalline or fublimated Venetian Mercury.
The advantage of this procefs is, that the Mer-
cury will mix more eafily after it is thus dif-
folved, oy

3. After this the whole is once more fub-
Iimed.

by way of recruit, put her in a regular fpitting, which
left her more weak, without any abatement, either in
fwellings, ulcer in ber throat, or nofturnal pains. She
was now very much weakened, and grew extremel
thin, Falﬂ, and languid. I then had recourfe to the Sar-
faparilla drink only, enjoining the ftricteft abflinence
from all other liquors. Her throat healed in a week ;
her noéturnal pains in the exeffafes and other parts went
off in about a fortnight ; and by the time fhe finifhed her
courfe, which was fix weeks, the was perfectly recovered
of her diforder, and regained her health and ftrength.
The fwellings in the bones, however, never abated, and
continue to this day without any inconvenicnce. From
thele cafes we fee that the time for giving the Sarfaparilla
with benefit, is when the body is reduced, and the hu-
mours diflolved and bioken by mercurial medicines.

4. In

i W
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A S of late years it has been difcovered,

that Mercurials cure in many inftances,
without operating by ptyalifm, I fhall here
fubjoin an account of the fuccefs attending the
folution in a great number of fuch cafes, as
before they ufually falivated for in the fame
hofpital : the patients were frequently in-
fpected, and this account examined and con-
firmed by the celebrated Baron Van Swieten.

Particulars relating to the Cure of the Lues by
Sublimate diffolved in Malt Spirits, as exbi-
bited by Maximilian Locher, Phyfician to St.
Mark’s Hofpital at Vienna, and communi-
cated to me by the learned Dr. Schlofier,
Phyfician at Amfterdam, S. R. L. S,

R Mercurii fublimati corrofivi 38
Spiritus vini rell. ex frument. preep. lib. v.
Relinquantur in lagena vitrea donec [ponte folutus
Suerit Mercurius, agitetur bene pbiala, & detur
ufui.

This prefeription was given to Dr, Locher
by Baron Van Swieten, at whofe requeft it
was made trial of in the manner and form
following. )

The common dofe one large {poonful night
and morning ; in fome cafes that quantity was
doubled.

After
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After the medicine the patients drank one
or two pounds of barley, mallow, or liquorice
water.

2. After they had taken the decotion of
liquorice, &¢. they were all fweated in a ftove.

3. They were allowed only the common
diet of the hofpital, v/z. white meats, lean
broths, {mall beer, &c.

4. The ordinary drink was of the above
deco@ions ; thofe that were of a thin dry ha-
bit were permitted a draught of milk now and
then, and all were commanded to drink a
large quantity of allowed liquors.

¢. A purge was taken at proper intervals,
and found to facilitate the cure ; in others
that were moved with difficulty, an enema was
exhibited.

6. In fome the folution operated by ftool ;
in others by urine, and produced in moft a
copious fweating : in fhort, it generally excited
all the fecretions and excretions, but more
efpecially where the patient drank plentifully.

7. It feldom promoted falivation, fcarce
once in a thoufand inftances, and then only
when mercurial preparations had been taken
before. When that accident happened, the
folution was fufpended, and the decoction
continued alone till it ceafed, or was carried off
by enemas and purges, after which the medi-
cine was refumed. v

8. The continuance of the folution was
never interrupted but by a fpitting, and that

very rarely.
9. Mofk
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9. Moft were cured in fix weeks; but
where the diforder was fixed deep, or accom-
panied with malignant creeping ulcers, it was
continued two or three months.

10. Men were more f(peedily cured than
women, in whom, as the difeafe is longer dif-
covering itlclf, fo it required a longer time
for its extermination., So much for the
method. .

It refolved indurated buboes, which, till
ripe, were covered with Emplaftrum de
Galbano, vel de ranis cum Mercurio; or, if
inflamed, emollient cataplafms, &e. after which
they were opened, digefted, &¢. for this
purpofe he found the folution an excellent
Aqua Phagedenica, efpecially when mixed with
a decoétion of the woods, as recommended by
Dr. Stork, in Auno Medico Secundo, p. 223,

If a phymofss, parapbymofis, &c. was accom-
panied by a gangrene, he treated them with
the Bark, and thus ftopping its progrefs, pre-
fcrved the penis.  When the mortified efchars
feparated, he began with the folution, in or-
der to eradicate the Jues.

By the antivenereal fpirit fophs were re-
folved; or if the bone was carious, it pro-
moted exfoliation, and healed the ulcer.

It was effeCtual in ulcers of the zonfils, pa-
late, nofe, &e. ufing at the fame time a gargle
of fome decoction, in which a little honey
and {pirit of falt was admixed. |

In the worlt ozena’s an errbine was fnuffed

np the noftrils, prepared ex agua major. mell.
| - chelid,
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chelid. oleo amyli, & tinél. aloe, in order to pro-
mote digeftion or exfoliation.

. The folution was not lefs beneficial in the
‘moft obftinate venereal opbthalmies ; neverthefs
venefeétions, revulfions, blifters, and featons,
were not negleted, nor proper internals, as
‘Nitre, &e. ' :

A Collyrium alfo ex agua rofarum, nitro,
camphora, & croco, was ufed to the eyes;
where, if the inflammation was not fpeedily
ftopped, the whole globe was confumed by a
{uppuration. '

The albugo, pannus, opacity of the cornea,
and cataract itfelf, were cured by the {pirit,
ufing at the fame time fome faponacious op-
thalmic,—a little Mel Rofar, or, where the
opacity was great, fome Mercurius Dulcis
mixed with fugar, and applied to the eye twice
a day. * |
Fici and condylomata were cut off, or touch-
ed with a cauftic, after which they never re-
vived, if the {pirit was regularly taken.

The inflammations in the phymofis, paraphy-
mofis, and fwelled zeflss, were allayed by bleed-
ing, fomentations, cataplafms, &¢. before the
folution was exhibited : the fame rule was ob-
ferved in a gonorrbea, in which alfo he recom-
mends a large quantity of emollient liquors to
be drank, as of the greateft importance ; and
when the fpirit was given, the patient was
purged occafionally, by which he tells us the
gonorrbeea was fometimes cured, but confefles

the
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the urethra was frequently left with a gleet ; *
for the cure of which he recommends corrobo-
rants, as Cortex Peruvianus, Rheum toftum,
or Eflentia Pimpinelle, one fpoonful of which
was taken night and morning, in fome aqueous
vehicle, &e.

Venereal {cabs and puftules are better known
to practitioners by infpetion than defcription ;
thefe yielded to the folution, even if they co-
vered the body like the leprofy ; the depura-
tion of the fkin was, however, greatly for-
warded by the ufe of the warm bath, and the
following liniment recommended by Baron
Van Swieten. -

R Mercurii vivi Une. ij.
Aque font. Unc. iij.

Let thefe be boiled in a glazed vefiel almoft to
drynefs, or until it begins to emit red fumes,
which muft be prevented by mixing it imme-
diately with Sevum Porcini lbiij. and kept for
ufe. This was well rubbed in the fkin on
one part only at a time, and the patient purged
more frequently, in order to prevent its fali-
vating ; 3{s. Ocul. Cancr. and fome grains of
fulphur were of fervice in haftening the cure.
The folution cured the venereal gout ; at
firft indeed it aggravated the [I]:::ain, but in a lit-
tle time it became the beft anodyne; and

* This account feems to confirm my own obfervations,
that the folution is by no means adapted to the cure of a

;anarrémﬂ.
When



ARPEND I, 46

when the joints were rigid, they were relieved
by the warm bath.

When the blood was affe@ed, which was
frequently the cafe, it was neverthelefs cured
by the folution, when continued a fufficient
time.

No one ever loft his life by this remedy, or
did it ever bring on any fevere {ymptoms ; on
the contrary, it was efficacious in the worft cafes,
and taken with fafety by women with child,
and even in the month after delivery: but
what need is there to fay more in behalf of
this medicine, the chara&er of which is al-
ready eftablithed by the learned Do&ors
Haen and Storck, who have diftinguithed it
by the appellation of the Antivenercal Liguor, [<* 5

That it was fo fuccefsful in this hofpital,
he attributes much to the {kill of Antonius
Rechtberger, one of the furgeons, who admi-
niftered the topical remedies.

It now remains to recount the number of
perfons cured in this hofpital by the Antive-
nereal Liquor, beginning from

May 1, 1754 413
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