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TOTHE

READER.

'V T E could, poffibly, bave found
| out a Patron, bad 1t been
~ | thought meceflary, under
the protetion of whofe Name, :g;: Stran-
ger might have come abroad into our En-
glith World : But as we look upon De-
dications to be, for the moft part, empty.
Eotmalitics, as little minded by every one
elfe, as what is Jard in’em, 1s believ’d
by the Writers fo we doubt not but this
Book, will every where meet with a becom-
ing Reception, feeing it is fent out on
Juch a ﬁﬁfﬁd{y Errand, as to beal our

Sores, and pour Oyl and Wine into our
Wounds. | £d

 Surgery, in confideration of the Anti-
wity, the Ulefulnefs, the Neceffity, and
'%xc‘}:’!/fmy' thereof, has ever been in the

4 3 highe [}






To the Reader.
Compofures, that from time to time bave
appear’d in 1the Worldy fome finding fault-
with one Tlung, and fome with another
in the ordinary Way : Tea fome bave gone
Jo far, as univerially to r¢jelt it.
It 15 nor firring, and would be extreme-
ly unjuft, 1o fay any thing in Difparage-
ment of the Works of fiech, as bave en-
deavour’d io abb;ga 1he szt{kk by their
Labours : Only 1his, we think, may be foid,
without Offence to anyy that the Book of
Cafar Magatus is written in Latine,
Rare to be found, and very Lorng, and con-
Sequently of no afe to the Englifb Reader :
And as for others, they bave either fu-
perfcially only, andtrenfiently complan’d.
of the Imperfettion of their Art or then
having fignifi'd to us in peneral, the De-
Jfeits of the Common Medicines azd Me-
thod, 4on’t enter into a Detail of the Rea-
Sfons, that make them mifearry in particu- %,
lar Cales, or make known unto us ei.
ther the Nawe, Nature or Compsfition
of 1hefe other Remedies which we are to
ufe in the Place of the Former. 7
The following Treatife, which was al-
together defign’d for the Reformation and .
| a2 Improvement.




To the Reader.

Tmprovement of Surgery, is without any
of thefe Inconvemences.  Herein the Au-
thor, has difcovered 1o us the Difadvan-
tages of the ufual Remedies and Method,
in the differing Cafes that occur, by par-
ticular Reafons, drawn from the \ atire,
and Effence of the Things whereof be djf-
courfes. He not only defcribes tothe L P,
the Way he would bave us to take, but
alfo, as 10 Wounds and fome other Cafes,
points it out to us cloathed with all the
moft Minute and requifite G ircumflances,
in_ particular Inflances of Cures of all
Sorts , done on all Parts of the Body.
He grves us an Account of the Names,
Natures, and C ompofitions of the Simple
and Ealy Remedies be ufes, and which be
bas found atrended with m;};?[x‘aﬂr Succefs;
not confining bimfelf, or others, to one or
dwo only,but exbibiting,aswas convenient,
« competent Variety.  When be blames
the ordinary Praice, and JSubftitutes q
better in tZe Place of 1t, be accompanies
 bis invincible Reafons, with Jeveral Ax.
thorities of the moft confiderable Authors.
Moresver, be has taught us how to evite
she Exfoliation of Bones : And bas given
us



To the Reader.

u#s a new Way of Dreffing, after _F.wﬂ:'r-
mance of the Operation of the Trepan,.
with an Inftrument of bis own Invent-
ing.
He [eems to bave bit upon the Right
Way, of carrying the Knowledge of the
Art be profefles, to'the furtheft Extent
it can go s which is is by giving an exalt
‘Hiftory of what be bas learnt therein by
Experience , without vouching upon the
Credit of others, whether Ancients or Mo-
derns, what bimfelf bas not prov’d by a
Sitficient number of Tryals. Had this
Courfe been hitherto taken, in all the
Arts and Sciences, tbey bad not remain’d
at this Day of the Duwarfifh Stature we
find ’em + neither bad the World groan’d,
under the bulky Lumber of an infinite
number of ufelefs Books, which for the
moft part, are but imperfell, and mangled
Tranfcriptions, from the Works of others.
Had Phyficians done fo, their Att bad not
been flill term’d Conje&tural 5 nor bad the
illSuccefs, and jarring Opinions of, by far,
the greateft number of thofe, who bear
that bounourable Name, expos'd it to con-
zfmg;'r, and rendred it fo abnoxious to be
Slighted, even by the Vulgar. But.






PREFACE.

Am fufficiently convinc’d, of the-
I Truth of what is deliverd by Hip--
pocrates inhis Aphorifms, that Life
is Short,and Art 1s Long : Andindeed it
appears extreamly difficult, for one Man
righly to acquit himfelf, in the Praflife -
of' A/l the Parts of Surgery : The Capa-
city of the Mind {feems too limited,to be -
able intirely to gra{p fo extenfive an 4r#, .
Tho’ I have, for thefe eight and twenty -
Years }aaﬂ, pra&tis’d Swzgery under diffe- -
rent Climates, and in divers Hofpitals of
the Army 5 yet I am{o far, from think-
ing to have attain’d, unto the Knowlege -
neceflary in this Arz, that I own my -
{elf {carce to have had the time to im-
prove,






The PREF ACE.

trary to the Praltice of many Swrgeons,
will not, from the moft Part, meer with
the Reception it Merits. _

"Tis a noble thing, faid a Wi/e Philv-
Jopber, to be evil Spoken of, tor doing
well : There is no caufe then, why any
fhou’d be afham’d, to communicate to
the Publick what he has learn’d, when
the Wor/dmay reap any Advantage there-
by. Nothing is {o inconfiftent with Chri-
Jtian Chariry, and that Love we owe to
our Negbbour, as to refufe to let him
lighthis Taper at ours. Kunow/edee, like

Light, may be imparted and net leffer’d.

It is not my Delign, by this Merbod,
that pofiibly will appear to be new, to
.deftroy the Foundations, and principal
Rules left us by the dncients, concerning
the Curing of Woiuuds: 1 am willing
only to make known my Obfervaiions on
this Subjeét, and to point our, what I
have perceiv'd to bs pernicious, in the
ordinary Praifice 5 aund withal to fhew,
what is certain and ufetul in char Me-
thed, | my iclf have followsd for feve-
ral Years, which, I hope, will befound
10 miuch the more advantageous and rea-

{fonable
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It is true, that the dzncients did lay
the Foundations of Surgery : They have
faid many Things, but not All; neither
was their Knowledge commeniurate to
the Subjeéf. They had the Honour of Iz-
venting, but have left that of Brizging
to Perfellion,to Pofterity. However, it
is not to be doubted, that they took all
ren%uiﬁte Care, to avoid being deceivid,
and to inform themfelves of the Truzh:
But if they had done All, Nothing had

been left us to do. o
Add to this, that if that. Prepoffe/ffion
in favour of the Ancients, and the Blind
Subrm’/ﬁarz to their Diflutes, had not been
- laid afide; we had not feen that great
number ot Skiltul Phyficians, and Surge-
ons, which Thzs Age has produc’d; who,
after having {haken OEF ‘the tyranical
Toke of Antiguity, tound out Things no
lefs Neceflary than Curious, that, other-
wile, wou’d have remained till now in
~ Obfcurity, and had pofiibly been un-
known to Pofterity, | 1+ - . |
- Wherefore; it is not impoflible, thatia
the Attive Part of Phyfick alie, which:is
Surgery, frequent Expericuies, and._coni- |
o) | tinua
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tind fault with themy but few will give
themielves the Trouble to lay them a-
fide. Some before me have written a-
gainft ’em ; but [ believe, I have been
the firft my Self, who hath had the bold-
nefs, intirely to fupprefs em in Praltice ;
excepting only in cafe of exceflive Bleed-
ing, and in fome Firft Dreffings.

Hippocrates, Galen, Celfus, Fabricius
ab Aquapendente, and many others cited
in this Treatife, have been very near of
my Opinion ; and I have adduc’d {fome
Paffages of thefe famous Authors, that
countenance my Mezhod. 1 have alledg-
ed fome Places, out of Ambrofius Parcus,
being a well known Axzhor, and celebra-
ted for the Cure of Wounds 5 but it ap-
pears, by the Remarks I have made,
that he is inconfiftent with himielf, in
many Places of his Works ; which can’t
chufe, but perplex the Mind of the young
Surgeon.

Facobus Marcus in his Preface to the
Summary of Bandages, quetes Septalius,
a famous Phyfician of Milan, and Cefor
Magatus, a renoun'd Profeffor in the U-
niverfity of Ferrara, who, as he fays,

condemn’d



The PREFACE

- eondemnd, the Ufe ot denis, and the
too Frequent Dreffing of Wounds y and
that to this they had {uited their Practice,
- in thefe two Cizies, for a very confidera-
ble time.

I know, it is not Length of Time, that
can give a Value to Things 5 it is only
their own Excellency . And every Thing,
muft once have a Beginming.- | hape,
therefore, if my Reg/ons are approvd,
and fome Credit given to my Experien-
¢es, none will judge it neceflary, to wait
yet till an Age is expird, before they
~ will lift themfclves upon my Side, I -
know not, whether my Reafonnings will
be of force enoughto perfwade; but the
Infallible Proofs, I have given, of the
Goodnefs of my Merhod, in the Grear
Number ot Cures, 1 have wrought there-
by, will T hope fuffice to convince the
Puoblick. ‘

I grant it is difficult, at firft to come
over to the Opinion of another, when it
is contrary @ our Own: But when the
Life of Men is concern’d, we ougbt not
to delay one Minute, 1o free our feclves
from Errour ; and to put oft thefe Prejudi-

ces,
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ces, that often hinder us, thorowly to
penetrate into the Trathof things. The
Optrions we receive in our younger Days,
and the moft part of the Maxwmes, we
take upon trufl from the Ancents, are
ordinatly the Caufe of the Falfe Steps
we make, in the chief'Obligations of our
Calling. The' Life of the Woxnded, is in-
deed in the Hands of the Swrgeon, who
has him under his Care : wherefore, he
ought to give all Diligence, not only to
-attain a competent Meafure of S&7//; but
alfo to find out the moft Swre, and the
moft Speedy Way of curing Wounds.

It will be objetted to me, thata great
number of wounded Perfons have been,
and yet are every Day cur’d, with the
Ufe of Tenzs, and alfo by following the
Ancient Method in all its Circumftances.
¥anfwer tis true: And indeed if all thofg
who are dreft after this manner, were in
certain Danger of beingloft, it wou’d be
- down-right Malice, and Cruelty to ufe it

neither had my Endeavonrs, been at this
time needful to fupprefs it, fince it would
have been rejefted long €'re now : But
this [ affirm, after I have made Trig%
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of both the One and the Other Method,
and have carefully confidered the Diffe-
rence between ’em, that thofe who are
cur’d by that of the Ancients, have need
of a healthful and vigorous Conftitution;
befides that it is never without Danger,
much Pain, and requires a tedious Length
of Time: All which Inconveniences are
avc{:'ided, by embracing that whichI pro-
ofe.

5 In this Hofpital, we have by this Me-
thod happily curd Wounds “of divers
Sorts, yea ot as many Various Kinds, as
there are Different Parts of the Body
having had Wounds of all thefe under
our Care : Wherefore, this Happy Suc-
cefs, can’t in Reafon be afcrib’d to the
Temper of the dir, which in fome Pla-
ces is favourable to certain Parzs of the
Body, as hath been obfervid, by Guy de
- Chauliat, who fpeaking of Wounds in the
Head, averrs that they are more eafily
curd at Aovigmion, than at Paris, and
that thefe of the Legs, on the contrary,
are cur’d {ooner at Parss than at duvig-
nion. The dir, 1 confefs, where I am,
becaufc of the Situation of the Place, is

not
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not {o replenitht with grofs Parts, as in
Plain and Low Grounds ; yet is it, not-
withitanding, ever hurtful to Wounds,
both by Reafon of the Niter, wherewith
it is ftor’d, and alfo becaufe of its A&H-
vity, and Penetraltion: But | havenever
yet been able to remark, that it wasei-
ther more beneficial or hurtful to one
Part, than to another; and I have al-
ways us’d all poffible Precaution, to hin-
der its Accefs to all W onnds whatfoever ;
~as will appear by the Sequel.

I thall not in this Treatife, difcourfe
of the Natures, and Differences of the
Difeafes, that belong to Surgery : This
is already fufficiently done t6 my Hands
by others; And the learned M. Verduc,
Dodlor of Phyfick, hath lately oblig’d the
Publick, witha compleat Piece of Surge-
7y. 1 will, therefore, concern my felf
only with my own Praffice ; and if any
thing elfe, chance to fall from my Pen,
it will be only what I thought neceffary
for underftanding my Subj'e&gt.

Tho’ in many Places of this Book, 1
advife the ufe m¥ general Remedies, and a
fuitable courfe o Dier,among the Diver-

Sions
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at leaft prevent a grear many deer-
dents. !

I have divided thislittle Trearsfe; in.
to three Purzs : In the Firlt, 1 treat of
Tents, and of the Mifchiefs, that conti-
nually accompany the ufe of ’em: And
after I have made it appear, that the Az»
is pernicious to Wounds 5 1 add on that
Occafion, a Dillertation on Uncovered
Bones: And then 1 defcribe my way of
Drefling, after performing the Operation
~ of the Trepan, with a New Inflrument,

of my own Invention. |

The {econd Part, contains a Colleltion
of fome Cures that I have done, accord-
ing to my Method, with a Refleéfion af-
ter each; which 1 juftity by durhority,
adducing fome Ciratzons. There wouw'd
be Reafon, indeed, to think, that I had
accommodated Narure, to my own Sen-
timents, and the Suceefs of my Pratfice,
might juftly be call’d in queftion; if I
had not relared many very important
Experiences, and fuch as were publickly

rm’d : For without doubt, the efta-
lifhing of a new Mezhod, as 1 have al-
ready faid, is a pretty bold Attempt, ¢-
{pecally

»
L]
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- fpecially in a Time, when France {eems
to have advanc’d Surgery to the higheft
pitch of Splendor; but particularly Paris,
to which | owe my Birth and Education :
Knowing therefore that Experience is,
for the moft part, much more convinc-
ing than Reagfon, 1 have quoted feveral
Cufes, and given a Breif, but very Parti-
cular Account, of feveral Cures, which I
have related in a Manner as Natural as
~ poflible.

The third and laft Parz, will be no
lefs ufeful to the young Swrgeon, -than
the two others: *Tis a general Idea of
my Praffice, with fome Obfervations,
and a Defcriprion of the fimple Reme-
dies that 1 vie in the Cure of Wounds,
and other Difeafes belonging to the Pro-
vince of Surgery : Their Goodnefs is fuf-
ficiently attefted, by the advantageous
Effeffs which they produce; and the -
great number of Patients, cur’d by their
Means, ought to gain them {ome Re-
pute. :

* T have done what I cou’d to give
this Book a Plain and Eafy Sti/e: 1f the

Language is not Fluent, nor the Exprefli-
ons
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ons inviting, and agreeably ordered, it
ought not to be furprizing: Simplicity
and Plainnefs beft becomes the Trath,
A Book written in an Hofpital, in the
middle of the Alps, without any A/f-
flance or Advice, and which is bottom’d
only upon Praflice ; neither can, nor
poflibly ought to be attended, with the
vain Embellithments of Eloguence. In a
Word, 1expeil to perfwade, not fo much
by what 1 can {ay, as bywbat 1 have done.
1 hope the Reader will take in good
Part this Effay, and will not condemn 2
Defign, whofe only Aim is 3 The Glory
of God, The Comtort of the Affi&ted,
and the Perfetion of Surgery.

a | 'THE |

i{i;. i1 -1'
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" Hofpi tal-Surgeon :

A New, Gentle, and Eafie Way, to Cure
ipeedily all {forts of WOULNDS.

Ry

Flainly [hewing by Reafon and Authority the Ad-
vantages of this Way, and Mifchicfs of 4 con-
trary I'raitice : Witha Difcourfe upon Difco-
vered Bones ;5 and a Way to Drefs, with a
new Infirument of the Authors Invention, af-
ter the Ufe of the Trepan.

CH AP L
Of the Your Ends propofed in the Ufing
| of Tents.

H E Ufe of Tents in Wounds, be-
ing reputed of fo leng ftanding in
~ Surgery, and but too much approv’d
e on, by the Univerfal Praétice, at
his Day 3 it will be neceflary for us, before
\ B S owe
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-we deliver our own Method, to give -Our

“Thoughts thereon ; which alfo we will con=

-firm by Reafon and Autbority.

Fabricius ab Aquapendente in his’ Bighth Chap-
ter of Wounds, reckons up only three Ufes of
Tents 3 but many after him make mention of
Four. Oneis to keep open the Orifice of the
Wounds : Another to carry the requird Medi-

cines to their Bottom 3 A third to further the

coming away -of Extrancous Bodies: And 2a

-fourth is to drink in as it were, and to contain

.the Filth and Excrements therein generated.

Our Defign is at prefent to contider, whe-
ther thefe Ends, fo far as they are expedient,

may not be obtain’d without the Affiftance of

Tents: For I would not be thought without

Reafon, to make any Change of the Order re-

ceiv'd in managing of Wowrds ; nov rafhly to
‘lay afide any thing that might conduce (0 the.

 Relief of the Wounded, or facilitate and fhor-
.ten the Cure. : B r

CHAP IL
Of -the Firft End of Tents.

T is'itnqucﬁionahly certain, that Nature’s

Endeavours are eéver “bent towards the fup-

plying of what has been taken away by violent
smeans from our Bodics, and uniting the Divifi=:

(]
¢ _
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ons made therein : , We 'ought not therefore to
keep open the Orifice of 2 Wound ; but if need-
ful, it may be widened at the firft Dreffing ;
and thereby what is defign’d in the firft Ule;
will be fufficiently attain’d. However I don’t
altogether difapprove of the Ufe of Dilaters,
and fometimes of Tents, when they are required
to contain and fupport Aftingents, to ftep the
Bleeding, or to hinder the Reunion of frefh In-
cifions, that fometimes are neceffary in the firft
Drefling of Gunfbot Wounis - Efpecially when
there is any Sufpition that Extraneous Bodies are
lodg’d in the Wound, or fome Splinter of a
Bone that Nature is not able to reunie. But
tf once the firft two or three Days are over,
Tents are not only ufelefk, but extreamly hurt-
ful, particularly in Gu: fhot. Wounds, that of
themfelvesare oftentimes fuificiently enlarg’d by
the coming away of the brnifed F lefh,commonly
call'd the Efear, before which we need not fear
the clofing up of the Wound.

It was leldom ever known that a Wound did
fill up, while any forreign Body remain’d withim
it. Now the Efcaris an Extrmmeg}dy in re-
gard of thofe parts to which it inmediately ad-
heres, and muft therefore of necefliy be fepa-
rg[:pd from them : Moreover Nature can’t gff'e_ﬂ
2 Reunion of the flefh, till firft fhe have free’d
aer felf of what keeps“afinder the Parts to be
oyn’d. '

L

" B 2 Fabri-
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Fabricius ab Aquapendente, is of the fame O~
pinion, Part I. Book 4. Chap. . whers he
{ays, that Nature mever cures 4 Wound, fo long
as any thing is in it that offends Fer.

I do believe there is no Body but will grant
that the Separation of the Efcar isa Work of
Nature , that is moft fpedily perform’d, where.
¢the Natural Heat is moft vigorous. Now (eeing
new Flefh is bred eafilieft at the Bottom of the
"Wound,’tis there alfo where it firft begins to fill
up; and therefore the Orifice is laft of all freed
from the Efear,and fupply’d with new Flefh : for
which Caufe we have no Reafon to fear its too
fudden clofing 3 neither does there appear any
necefhity of ufing Tents, to avoid that Inconve-
niency. -

As for Wounds made by fharp Inftruments,
they have no need of Tents, feeing they don’t
want to be dilated, butonly tobe clos’d ups
Now what thwarts Nature’s Intention not on=
ly may, but ought to be laid afide.

Finally, Contufed Wounds can’t be united, till|
firft what is bruifed is remov’d, either by the:
force of the Natural Heat, or the Application
of Diffolving Medicines, or by Suppuration &
“and confequently it appears that in this Cafe al-
fo, as well as the others, Tents may be forborny
and fo the firft End propos’d in ufing them isnot
%o beallowd.

i

CHAI
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CHAP IL
Of the fecond End of Tents.

Here will be no need of 2 great many Rea-
fons to demonftrate, that it is an eafly mat-
ter, to make the Remedies pafs to the Bottom
of a Wound, without the Affiftance of Tents:
for to. this Purpofe nothing more is required,
than to give a pretty foft and thin Confiftence,
to thefe Oyntments, Balfams, and other fuch like
Remedies, as are commonly. us’d in curing of
Wounds.

When a fimple Divifion is made in a health-
ful and weli temper’d Body, Nature ftands not
in need of any thing elfe, but the Natura] Bal-
fam of the Parts, or the Nutricious Fuice, in or-
der to precure a Reunion, elpecially if it is in
flelhy Parts: in which Cafe the Tents and Oynt-
ments do only irritate the Parts, caufe Fluxion of
Humours, putrify the Flefb, alter the Nutricious
Fuice 5 and (0 occafion long and very great Sup-

purations, which rather hinder than promote
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and in fine the wounded Perfon frequently is
brought to an untimely End. The like Accl-
dents may alfo be produc’d, by the Splinter of
a Bone, or fome fuch other thing, after the
fame manner. Hence it is, that on the leaft
Sufpition, whether from the Complaint of the
Wounded, or any other Appearance, of a for-
reign Body remaining in the Wound, Search is
made thereinto with Inftruments, and with the
Fingers, but for the moft part to no purpofe,
‘as I have often feen: And all this to fatisfy
themfelves, and to fhew to the By-ftanders and-
to the Patient, that no Diligence has been
fpar’d to further the Cure. This Method is
no lefs hurtfil than cruel, and by exafperating
the Parts,caufes Fluxions, and brings on Putre-~
faétion, yea oftentimes incurable Fiftnla’s. But
when all thefe forefaid Means fall fhort of Suc-
cefs, then a lower Partis fought out, therein
to make a counter-opening, which fometimes
when the Patient is of a ftrong Conftitution,
effeets the Cure. -

Picces of Garments, of Wad, of Linnen, Uc.
are often carried by the Bullet into the Wound,
and there remain after it is drawn out, being
deeper lodg’d : Thefe things are but too capa-.
ble of occalioning troublefome Accidents ; and
Tents conduce not a little to keep them there,
obftruting the Paflage whereby they might be
expell’d. Itis certain that a Tent always fivells
in the Wound, and filling up the Orifice, keeps

B 4 i .
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in the Matter, which not being longer to be
contain’d within the narrow Bounds of the
Wound , fpreads it felf into the neighbouring
Parts, glides between the Mufcles, and carries

along with it the Extrameous Bodies, which are *

there corrupted and putrify’d, and infeéting the
Wounnd, occafion Mortifications, or Abfceffes
very hard to be cur’d.

I fay then,to conclude this Chapter, that it
is altogether in vain to ufe Tents with a Defign
thereby to facilitate the DifCharge of Forreign
Bodizs; and that they rather conduce to keep
them in, than affift in farthering their Paffage.
But if by Chance it fhould fall out, as fometimes
it does, that the Wound clofe up, when there
is fome Extraneous Body within; it will occafion

an Ablcefs either under the Ancient Efcar, or

fomewhere elfe, more convenient for Nature, by

the opening of which only whatever is hurtful .

and improfitable will be difcharg’d.
As for leaden Bullets that hdve not been

Arawn out at the firft Dreffing, their remaining

in the Parts can do no great hurt, becaufe they.

are friendly to Nature 3 and in procefs of Time,

by their own Weight, {lip down between the

Mufcles, and ofteén appear under the Skin, from
whence they may be taken out, without either
Trouble or Danger. The molft Part of Surge-
ons are convinc’dof the Truth of what I fay :
Only this I muft acknowledge,-that we ought

to endeavour todraw forth fuch Bullets, as are
etther

.y
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either lodg’d in a Joynt, or in hazard of falling
into fome Cavity of the Body ; as that of th®
Scull, of the Thorax, or of the lower Belly».
where they might be irrecoverably loft..

3 CHAP V.
Of the Fourth End of Tents.

AS for the fourth pretended Ufe of Tents, 1
. grant that they are always foak’d with
the Moifture of the Wound ; but as they re-
tain that Humidity, not fufféring it to pafs out;
fo they are thereby fwell’d up, and enabled
to intercept the Paffage of all the other Mat-
ter that is generated : Now I would willing-
ly heara Reafon for keeping in a Wound Ex-
crements,which Nature is fo [ollicitous to throw-
out ; for being corrupted by their Abode, they
alter and deftroy the Conftitution of the Parts
that contain ’em. Seeing then the longer the
Matter " is detain’d, the more it is deprav’d;
I am perfwaded. ’tis much better to give it a
free Paflage, not interrupting its Courfe, than
to fhut it up with Tents, and force it to take
other ways.

Having therefore demonftrated that the
Ends that have been defigned by the Ufe of
Tents, in fo far as they are for the Advantage
of the Wounded; may not only be attain’d
without ’em, but are really hindred thereby 3.
I will endeavour in the following Chapter to

B s take
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in a Word, reftore them to their firft Eﬁate,
- when any way tallen from it.

This Union is fo neceflary for maintaining

Health, and preferving Life, that all, or at leaft
the moft part of Difeafes, proceed from a De-
feét therein : For things of a forreign Quality
are one Way or other mixed with the Humours
of the Body, which difordering and interrupt-
ing the Union of their Parts, change and de-

prave the good Temperament and Qualities of

the natural Balfam, called Radical Moifture; and
from hence come Difeafes and Death.

In outward Maladies alfo, and in Divifions
of the harder or fofter Parts of the Body mani-
feft to the external Senfes, it is plain that Nz~
ture fuffers, and confequently muft ftrive with

all her Might to reunite the divided Parts. -
The Surgeon as her faithful Minifter in curing

Wounds, ought to imploy his utmoft Care to af-
fift her, while fhe labours to effect that fo necef-
fary Umion. To this End he fhou’d nat only
leave her at Liberty, putting no Hindrance in

her Way, bat alfo free her from whatever may-

thwart her Defign. Finally, he muft afhit and
imitate her, mind her Inclinations, obferve her
Proceedings, and follow her as it were ftep by
ftep, that he may be ever ready to lend her
his required Help.

The Art of Phyfick turns upon thisPrinciple,

that Nature bas she chicf Hand in curing Difeafes s -
“tis with her the Phyfician ought to confult, and -
withont -

ot = <
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without her Confent as it were he ought never
to do or undertake any thing : and in a Word,
he only is the ableft Phyfitian, who has moft ear-
neftly apply’d himfelf to the ftudy of Nature.

I acknowledge there are many Cafes, where-
in Nazture alone is not fufficient, and in thefe
{fhe muft be helpt out by the Hand of Art: as
in the drawing out of Extrameous Bodies from
Wounds, cutting off moreify’d Parts, opening
Abfcefles, reftoring broken or disjoynted Bones,
and other like Operations belonging to the Pro-
vince of Surgery. But let a Surgeon be never
fo fuperficially acquainted with Nature, he may
eafily perceive that by Tewts and Dilaters {he 1s
opprefs’d, deprivid of Liberty of aéting, and
direétly oppos'd in her-Defign, which is v rea-
nite the divided Parts. _

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, whom I mention’d
before, aflerts, that Nature never cures a Wound,
fo long as any thiung is in it which [be can’t retain :
-For in this he is agreed with the moft Judici-
ous, that’tis Nature that works the Cure; and
at the fame time fthews, that a Tent is fuch an
Enemy to her, as.neither ought nor can be »
kept within, but to her hurt and deftruétion.
“Galen alfo in his third Book of Method, fays,
that ’tis not the Remedies, bur Nature that
clofes up Wounds. ' '

Wherefore, Experience having convinc'd
me of this Truth, I fet my felf to confider Na-
ture’s Defigns, her Inclinations, and the W&t}?

e
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fhe takes to effe& the Cure of Wounds ; and
have obferv’d that Temts do ever oppofe, and
prove a Hindrance to her. °Tis every Day to
be feen that Nature can fuffer nothing forreign
to abide with her ; fhe endeavours with all her
might, to free her felf from Tents and Doffels
with which Wounds are ordinarily cram’d ups
For tho’ they did not occafion pain, as we may
well affur'd they do, yet being Extraneons Bo-
dies,Nature can’t endure them without trouble :
and let them be never {0 fmall or foft, they
muft neceflarily prefs always upon fome Ve[l:ls,
of which the Body is nothing elfe but a Contex-
ture.
- According to their bignefs and hardnefs, Tents
do more or lefs difturb the courfe and order of
the Circulation of the Blood,(o far as theWound
reaches : They fqueeze out the moft fubtil
part of that, or other Liquors contain’d in the
Veffels they prefs upon,which by the Matter al-
ready in the Wound, is converted into its own
Nature,and becomes a Ferment, that being re-
tain’d, grows hot and corrupt, and fo alters the
containing and neighbouring Parts, and often-
times imparts its vicious qualities to the Mafs of
Blood, by Vapours fent into the Veins; yea the
Matter it felf is fuck’d up by the Veins, their
Orifices being dilated by its Fermentation,Moi-
 fture, and ftay ; and this circulating wich the
Blood,intirely corrupts it,and caufesFevers that
ead in Death,unles Nature by fome critical and
e healthful
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healthful Motion, throw out the Corruption.

Ambrofius Pareus in his ninth Book, treating
of Wounds, Chap. 5. forbids the Ufe of Tents
in few words, being therein fupported by the
Authority of Galen, who in the fourth Chapter
of his Method, affirms it to be neceffary in all
Wounds whither fimple or compound, that no-
thing be between their Lips that may hinder
Reunion. The fame Pareus in lis ninth Book,
Chap. 7. recommends the Ufe of longand thick
Tents in the Beginning, and afterwards advifes
to make ’em more thin and fhort 5 but does not
here forbid their Ufe. In the fame Book,
Chap. 15. he takes the part of Tents in oppo-
fition to a certain Phyfician, that had written
againft his Method.

Thele differing and contradiétory Opinions
in one and the fame Author, muft of neceffity
throw the Yuung/h Surgeon into perplexing.
doubts, fo that often he can’t know, what is
beft, or what way is moft fecure. ’Tis certain
hewever, that the mifchief of Tents was known to
Gualen, becaufe he forbids their Ufe; and alfo
to that Phyfician whofound fault with the Prac-
tice of Pareus 3 his name 1 know not, but by the
acknowledgment of the fame Author, he alto-
gether lays afide the ufe of Tents, and orders to
drefs 2 Wound but once in four Days. This
Method therefore is not fo new as at firft I
thought with my felf, for I had form’d my de-
fign ere ever I was aware of what I have here

: quot ed
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quoted 5 and it was Experience only that open-
ed my Eyes.

Galen Juftifies further my Opinion, in his
third Book of Method, and ninth Chapter, when
he fays,that in every Wound there are two forts
of Excrements, a grofs'and a fubtil, which as
he affirms, hinder the generation of Flefh. Now
¥ this be {6, itis very prepofterous to keep them
in the Wound with Temts. If it be faid, that
the Tents may be made {0 little, as not altoge-
ther to fill up the Orifice, nor hinder the paffage
of the Master : T anfwer, that tho’ they be made
never fo fmall, yet will they fill up the Mouth
of the Wound ; becaufe they ever fwell up to
the bignefs of the Space they are in : but fuppo-
fing the moft fubtil matter to efcape, y<t the
more grofs and clammy is by them retain’d, and
Is enough to occafion grievous Accidents. Now
if fmall Tents prove fuch a hindrance to the cu-
ring of Wounds, what may be expe&ed from
thele that are long and hard, and pafs to the ve-
ry Bottom ¢ However thefe al(® are ufed by ma-
ny Surgeons, who for want of applying them-
felves to the confideration of Nuture, and her
Intentions in curing of Wounds, continue to
follow a Method that is both cruel and deftruc-
tive.

Tents,Dilaters, and Setons always occafion Dif-
orders in the Places where they arcapply’d ; if
they touch the Nerves, they caufe extremity of
Pain,that is often theOriginal of manyEvils,and

i T follow’d
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follow’d by many grievous Accidents 5 fuch as
Convuliions, lofs of Senfe,&c. If they bear upon
a Tendon,its Aéion is hurt; and motion ceafes:
if they prefs the Veffels, as they almoft ever
do, the Circulation of the Blood is difturb’d.
But fuppofe a Tent fhould only
 Mamellons  prefs together the * fibrous Papil-
fibrenx. le that compofe the Skin, which
are of a quick fenfe, beirg the In-
firument of touchiing; this alone were enongh to
difturb the Order and Diftribntion of the Spi-
rits 3 which now moving in a tumultuary way
among thefe fibrous P.:;pﬂhf of the Skin, con-
traét them by the Irritation and pricking which
thev caufe. Now the Fibers being fhortned,
and the Skin contraéted, the Veflels muft of ne-
ceffity be doubled or fqueez’d together, and con-
fequently the Circulation diminifh’d, or intirely -
fuppreis’d. In thefe Cafes there is not fo much,
Blood carried back by the Veins, as was brought
by the Arteries: Now if the Circulation is al-
‘together fropt, a Mortification enfaes ; if con-
fiderably diminifht, an Abfcefs ;. but if the Hu- -
mours olize into the Wound from the Capellary
Veflels, large and tedious Suppurations are oc-
cafion’d.

The Hardnefs and Swelling are caus’d by the
Matter that is ftopt, and diffus’d:about the
Place ; and therefore all the Accidents are
more or lefs grievous, and alter according to
the force of the Compreffion, and quantity af

_ the
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the diffufed Matter, the good or bad Difpofi-
tion of the Blood, of the Humors, or ot the
Part affeéted, and the different Degrees of the
Natural Heat , which haftens or keeps back
the Fermentation and Putrefaétion.

From what hath been faid 1t appears, that
the Blood and Humours are not carried, or
drawn (as fome Authors love to {peak ) to the
affidted Part more abundantly than at other
times, altho’ the Spirits run thither in much
greater Plenty : But as for the Blood, it is
evident enough that it circulates lefs in the
wounded, than in the found Parts, becaufe it
moves with greateft Eafe in thefe latter: And
it is a Law of Nature, that a Body in- motion
always moves towards thefe places where it
finds leaft Oppofition.

The truth of this is clearly demonftrated by
~ the Accidents, which fome time ago followed
on certain Malignant Fevers in places not far
diftant from hence. They caufed an Obftru-
&ion, and fwelling in the lower Belly fo con-
fiderable, that the Circulation was ftopt, and a
Gangreen enfi’d. But on the contrary, the
Blood was violently, and in too great quantity
carried upwards 3 it could not be contain'd
within the Veflels, broke thro’ all Obftacles,
and caus’d fharp Pains, Ablcefles, Deliriums,
and Death.

I have confidered the Accidents that moft

commenly attend Wounds , and do believe,
: that
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that for the moft part they proceed from the
Difsrder of the Circunlation of the Blood, oc-
cafion’d by broken pieces of Bones, Bullets, or
fome other Foreign thing remaining in the
Wound : Thefe things are not of fuch a Fi-
gure as to caufe an Irritation, nor can they of
themfelves produce any putrefaétion, and yet
they commonly bring on Abfcefles.  We ought
not then to afcribe thefe Accidents to Pain
for fometimes they come without it 3 and this
eften is prefent where thofe den’t happen. But
I am of Opinion, that thefe extraneous Bodies
prefs the Veffels that are difpers’d through the
place where they are, and ftop the Blood,
which flip mg into the Pores and Spaces of the
Flefh, by its ftay and Fermentation, is there
eorrupted, and chang’'d unto the Matter of an
Ablcefs. _
Tis true, Leaden Bullets, or other things of -
a like Nature, have been long in the Body,
and yet no Abfcefs hath followed § but this
may be attributed to the largenefs of the Place
wherein they happen’d to be ladg’d fo, as not.
to occafion any Diforder; or becaufe fliding
between the Mulcles, it did not hinder the
Cour'e of the Humours. The other Accidents
that ordinarily attend Guu-fot Wounds , are
alfo occafion’d by the Defeét of the Circula-
tion, as I fhall obferve in the Sequel of this
Difcourfe ;3 where it fhall be made to appear,
- that Temts and Dilaters usd in this fort of
Wounds
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Wounds hinder the fall of the Efcar, the Dif-
folution of what is bruifed, and the pafiing out
of whatever ought to be brought away.

This will without difficulty be granted by
thofe, who well underftand the Courfe of the
Blood and Humours, and the Union and Order
of the Parts that compofe the Body. All the
Parts are fo united one to another, that the
leaft Separation can’t be made without Pain,
Effufion of fome Humour, or fome other Dif-
order. Experience fhews, that ’tis not only
the Air that rots the Bones, but alfo the Nou-
- rifiment of the Nervous Parts when it is al-
tered by a malignant Acid ; and generally any
Matter that has Acidity enough te caufe a Fer-
“mentation and Corruption in the place of its
Abode, when kept in by Tents, or other fuch
Obftacle.

Tho’ Doless in his Surgery is not altogether
againft the ufing of Tents, yet he fhews that
we ought to do it with great Caution ; from
- whence it appears he Judg'd them dangerous.

Etmullerus is of the fame mind, in his Phyfical
Surgery, where he Joyns fach Accidents with
the Ufe of Tents, as ought to fright thole who
imploy ’em: He advifes the ufing of Pledgets,
and quite to lay afide Tents in Wounds of the
Nerves and Tendons, and in thefe of the Joynts.
Hence it appears that this Auther was no great
Favourer of Tents; for which Reafon he orders
the Ufe of the vulnerary Balfam in the cure of

' Wounds

!
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Wounds, which promotes the generation of
Flefh, and caufes a fpeedy Union, to both which
the Ule of Tents is direétly contray.

All the famous Phyficians, who have treated
of Surgery, and the curing of Wounds, are well
nigh of the fame Opinion. 1T could reckon up
a great number, if I thought that thefe I have
adduc’d were not enmough. It appears, as I
have faid in the Preface, that Septalius and Ma-
gatus, both renowned Phyficians that pradtifed
Surgery in Italy, followed this Method for the
fpace of torty years with very good Succefs.

M. Caufapé Doftor of Phyfick, in his Obfer-
vations on the frequent Ufe of Bleeding, alto-
gether difcards the Ufe of Tents, without any
Referve. He fupports his opinion with Reafons,
which I had conceived before his Book came to

»my Hands. But we may be fure that Author
did not write on this Subjeét, before he was ful-
ly convinc’d by his own Experience of what he
advanc’d. It would be an unpardonable Rafh-
nefs for one to write and maintain that, of which
he doubted the Truth, ‘and ta eftabiith a Me-
thod on falfe Principles.

I very well know that great Numbers will
oppofe themfelves to what [ advance on this
Subject, which is the common Fate of all Opi-
nions that appear new : but of this Matter Ex-
perience only is the moft competentJudge; whofe
“Teftimony fhall be deduc’d at large, and wit}:

al
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all Faithfulnefs, in th&fecond Part of this
Work.

In this firt part I make account fufficiently
to explain the Reafons that oblig’d me to lay
afide the Ufe of Tents and Dilaters. I can’t
approve their proceeding, who ufe them be-
caule others have done fo, or becaufe the An-
cients have ordered it. The Glory or Blame
of the Good or Iil Succefs, fay they, accrues
not to us ; we have Cuftom and Antiquity for
our Warrant. But the Arts and Sciences ought
never to be fhut up within fuch narrow and un-
equal Bounds. Kunowledge, Reafon, and Expe-
rience would be injur’d to the higheft Degree,
if we fhould impofe upon them fuch fevere Re-
ftri¢tions, and take from them that Liberty,
which fhould laft equally with the World.

Ry
Reafons to demonflrate the Mifchief of
Tents.

Any of the Ancients,and fome of the mo-

dern Writers, have {poken of Tents as

things indifferent : Such Authors,I mean, as ha-
ving written of Surgery and theCure of Wounds,
feem to have brought thefe things to fome Per-
fection. They leave it to the Difcretion of the

Surgeop
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Surgeon either to ufe them or not, accerding as
they Judg'd convenient. They did not think
this matter of fach Moment, as to require their
Attention. They look’d on thefe Means with
unconcern’d Eyes, referring themfelves therein
to the Honefty of thole, who firft wrote of them.
*T'is apparent they had not obferv’d, as I have
often done, the mifchief occafion’d by Tents,
the ufe of which deftroys indifferently the Vul-
gar with Perfons of Merit, whofe lofs in a State
isalways to be regretted.

We need not be furprifed at what we fee hap-
pen every day in the Cure of all forts of Wounds:
°tis not at this time only that one thing has been
taken for another. Qur Knowledge 1s not fo
great as to reach to all neceflary Truths; nor
do we perfeétly underftand the Caufes of all the
. Accidents and Diforders that follow upon
Wounds. All thofe who have treated of this
Subjeét have endeavoured to explain them ac-
cording to their opinions, as I have done my
beft to accommodate them to mine. But Occa-
fions are now frequent enough, and therefore it
will be eafie for any one to inform himfelf of
the truth, and to diftinguifth who are in the
Right, and who not. '

M. De la Chariere, in his Book of Operations,
difcourfing of Wounds, advifes carefully to wipe
away all the matter of a Wound, and to fill up
‘every the very leaft corner with Dilaters or
Poffels, to hinder its ftaying, left it ihouil_d be

| Y - fuck’d
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fuck’d up by the Veins, and carried by the Cir-
culation to the Heart. The fame Author adds,
that the Air is a moft. powerful Enemy to
Wounds : Neverthelefs it is impoffible to dry
up the Matter with all that exaétnefls he re-
quires, what diligence foever be us’d, without ta~-
king up fome time 3 during which the Air will
do incomparably more Harm, than the Matter
that therein might have remain’d ; which often
is not endu’d with all thefe ill Qualities one is
apt to imagine, as fhall be made to appear
in the fourth Chapter of the laft Part of this
T reatife.

This Author acknowledges that in Contufions,
a little extravafated Blood {queezes together the
Veflels, interrupts the Courfe of the Blood and
Humours, and caufes Fluxions and Inflammati-
ons. What then may be expeéted from a like
quantity of Deoflels heap’d one upon another ?
They encreafe the Divifion made in the Body,
and oppofe the Defign that one ought chiefly
to have Regard to in curing of Wounds, which
is Reunion. To this may be added, that they
are more hard, painful,and contrary to Nature,
than a little Blood of which he fpeaks.

As for whatisalledg’d by him, that the Matter
might otherwife be taken up by the Veins; it is
not to be apprehended, unlefs it were of fo great
a Quantity as to ferment, or made fo long a
ftay in the Part,as to open and dilate the Orifi-
ces of the Veflels. This may indeed fall out in

Wounds
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Wounds of the Breaft, as will appear inthe fe”
cond Part of this Book, and in thefe of the
Thorax, where the capacity and heatof the Part,
are fufficient to produce that Effeét. This al-
fo may happen in great Abfceffes, whereof we
will give fome Examples at the End of this
Work. Finally this may arrive when the Mouth
of a Wound is ftop’d up with Tents or Dilaters,
which too often keep the Matter fhut up from
one Drefling to another: hence it increafes,
ferments, and ordinarly acquires a vicious and
malignant Quality, which may be communi-
cated to the Heart by means of the Circulation
of the Blood.
# Of all thofe Mifchiefs Tents and Doffels may
be accounted the chief Occafion. Now to a-
void all thefe Accidents, and the ftaying of the
Matter in the Wound, we need only leave open
the Orifice, and put nothing into the Cavity .
which may increafe the Separation of the
Parts; to the end they may come together,
when there is nothing to hinder their Reunion,
nor any empty Space, where the Matter may
make any confiderable ftay. Thefe I think are
good Reafons, and ftrong enongh to overthrow
an Opinion, that is contrary to my ten or .
twelve years Expsrience. |
The fame M. De la Charriere, a little further
fays, that the Orifice of 2 Wound muft be dila-
ted when it is fo little that it will not fuffer Do/~
fels to enter, that fo it may be filI'd therewith :
- and
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and | on the contrary widen it that I may avoid
the ufing of them, for Reafons mention’d before.
Moreover 1t is to be fear’d that a Dilster may
be loft, and fixt in a deep Wound. OFf this wa
have had fufficient Proof in the Perfon of one
of our Generals, and many others wounded in
the Battel of Marfeils.

Wherefore if Tents may be laid afide, as has
been done in this Hofpital, even in deep
Wounds of the moft flefhly parts of the Body 3
much more ought they to he forborh in others.

The fame Author before mention’d, rejeéts
the ufe of Tents, excepting in Wonnds of the
Breaft, and lower Belly that penetrate : Not-
withftanding it ‘may be feen in the facond Part
of this Treatife, where we difcourfe of Wounds
in the Breaft, in what manner we have cured
many fuch of different Natures without the Al
fiftance of Tents.

As for thofe in the lower Belly, I know it
may be faid to me, that ifI have not us'd Tents
to them, it is long of the difhculty of their Ap-
plication, and ftay in this Part, where, by rea-
fon of the continual motion,they can’t be kept in,
unlefs with a very ftrait Bandage. But the
matter is otherwife ; for indeed I fee not for
what Reafon Tents are required to this part a-
GY more than to others. Let us fuppofc now,
that the expeéted Suppuration of the contained
Parts that are wounded, is already begun, ’tis
mpoffible the Matter can come away, while the
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chance, or otherwife, negleéted to apply Aftrin-
“gents to the Opening of the Veflel, tho’ the
Bleeding was very great: the Wound was joyn-
ed, and the Part loaded with Aftringents, which
were made faft with Comprefles and Bandage.
In the mean time the Blood continu’d to mn
from the Vein, and to diffufe it felf between the
Mufcles of the Breaft. Two or three Days
paft before the firft Dreflings were taken off :
and then the Thorax was found to be gangren'd.
The wounded Perfon dy’d in a little time af-
ter.

The Caufe of this Gangrene can’t reafonably
be afcrib’d to any thing clfe but the retaining
of the Blood and Matter, which finding no Out-
let,prels’d together, by reafon of their bulk, the
Veflels and the Nerves, and hindred the Circy-
lation of the Blood, and Courle of the Spirits
and other Liquors, fo that the Bleod became
quickly corrupted, and caus’d all thefe Difor-
ders. Thefe fame Accidents may be occafion’d
by Matter, fhut up in the. Cavity of Wounds by
Tents fopping their Orifice 3 efpecially if that
Matter is confiderable for its Quantity, and ve-
ry much crowded.

When in my younger Days I frequented Hof
pitals, and pradtis’d with very able Surgeons,
I have feen attime of dreffing,the Tents for the
moft part expell'd from the Wounds, in {pite
ofthe Bolfters and Bandage: Nature then
clearly fignifying her Intention. Neverthelefs -

| C 2 they:
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I know net to what I can better compare
thele Openings in the Body,through which Hu-
mors take their Courfesthan td thefe .of Trees,
whether made by Nature herfelf, or the affift~
ing hand of Man, by which the Sap that nou-
rifhes both its Trunk and the other parts pafles
out. The difference only lies here, that thefe
help to encreafe and preferve the Trees, but
thofe to deftroy and weaken the Body.

For certain it is that Fiftula’s confiderably
impair the Parts, never leave thofe that have
them in an intire State of Health, and fhorten
their Days, whatever any may alledge to the
contrary. But that which furprifes me moft is
to find the afflicted Perfons, fupport the Incon-
veniencies they fuffer with a kind of Satisfaétion,
fancying that if in time they fhould permit
‘their Sores to clofe up, then Death would un-
doubtedly foon after follow.

Wherefore when there is nothing to hinder
the filling up of a Wound, Art hath nothing
elfe to do but to obferve Nature’s Proceedings,.
which fometimes. exceeds in the breeding of
Elefh,in foft Parts; and fometimes in generating
the Callus in hard Parts : But ’tis obfervable
that in curing Wounds, fhe proves oftner fu-
perfluous than deficient.  Thus it appears,
that Tents ought not to be us’d in Wounds,.
fecing Nature very frequently throws ’em
out ; becaufe fhe can’t bear the prefence of
wlat is forreign. Don’t we fee, that {o (oon as

C 3 {he
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Reins, Ureters, Bladder or Urethra will fcarce
permit a moments reft for the violent Pain:
And indeed our Life may be called an Image
of Death, fo long asa Stone is lodg’d in any
of thefe Parts : fo true-is it that Nature abhors
what difturbs her.

Now ’tis to be obferv’d,that according to our
‘Method, the Dilaters and Tents with which the
Wound was fill=d hitherto, muft be taken out,
fo foon as tlic Bleeding is ftop’d ; and that the
fureft way is for the Surgeon, altogether hence
forth to leave off fuch dangerous Means: be-
caufe their ufe may irritate, and at the fame
time by touching the Veflels, may open them
and renew the Bleeding, which by protraéting
the Cure, occafions new troubles to the Woun-
ded, as I have often feen..

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Part 1. Book 1.
Chap. 2. fpeaking of tranfverfe Wonnds of the.
Forebead , advifes to apply long and flender
 Comprefles wet with the White of an Egg,

one on each fide of the Wound, and to prefs
them together, f{o that the Lips may touch
without fiitching, efpecially if we would avoid
the Deformity of a Scar. Now I know* no
Reafon, why the fame Method mayn’t be put
in praétice, in Wounds of other Parts of the
Body, made by cutting Inftruments : Nor do.
I underfrand why fuch thould be dilated, feeing
they require only Re-union. For myown part,
I have praétis’d this way in many Places, and
. 4 on
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of thofe who follow the ordinary Method of
Drefling. -

Not that ether Parts of our Body are difti-
tute of Senfe, any more than thefe I juft now
fpoke of 3 thofe that are fo charitable as to vifit
Hofpitals, will atteft this : nothing is there to
be heard at the Hours of Drefling, but Cries
and Howlings. But we can’t enough recom--
mend to Surgeons on this Occafion, to u{e their
Patients in the moft gentle manner poffible 2
For it muft be own’d that there are fome a-
mong them, that would think they had not ac-
quitted themfelves as they ought, unlefs they
made thofe under their hands, to roar out for.
fome confiderable Time ;3 which makes many to -
think that Surgery and Cruelty aré unfepara--
ble.

CoH. 4B VL,

The Reafons of the Authors Praltice, with -
the Motives that induc’d bim thereto.

'Rom what I have already faid, I know I

fhall be accus’d as if I only writ to find
fault with the Methods now in ufe. Neverthe- -

leG T am not affraid to avow, that I am in-
fpird with a much Nobler Defign : I take no

plealure to trample upon the Monuments of the
Cs - Dead,.
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Thefe who extol the Cures they have dene,
have alfo Reafon to fupport their Practice s
which becaufe of the Progrefs it has made,
paffes even at this Day for the beft, and moft
fecure, in many Places. This Error hath ta-
ken fo deep Root, and gain’d fo many Follow-
ers, that notwithftanding all my Experiences, I
deubt not but many will ftand out againft my
Method, reject my feeble Reafoning, and treat
me as a Violater of Cuftom and received Max-
ims, and a rafh and inconfiderate Innovator.
For with them it is a general Rule, That a
deep Wound ought to be kept long open, In
order to a perfect Cure.. Yea, the Sick them-
felves being prepofles’d in favour of this falle
Opinion, believe that the Accidents which
happen fome Months, yea fome Years after
they have been cur’d, proceed from the too
{peedy clofing up of the Wound, alledging the
Wolf was fhut up in the Sheepfold. As for
my felf, I am perfwaded, and am able to
maintain it, that almoft all fuch Accidents are
caus’d by keeping the Wound too long open,
whereby the parts being much weakened, are
hard to be reftored to their firft State, fo that
the left motion, or Excefs, renews the Sore,
and brings back the Symptoms..

As for Wounds of the Head, where the Scull
is laid bare, Exfoliation infallibly infues, if they
are long kept open : If the Cranium is broken,-
the alteration, and the Accidents,are yet more

con=
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of Urine at the Wound. The fame falls out in
thofe of the Bladder. '

In thefe of the Joynts, if Tents be us’d, the
Cure is very tedious, difficult and dangerous
for commonly there follows upon them an Alte-
ration of the Tendons, of the Nerves, and of
all the Part; fometimes a fhortening or length-
ening of the Member, with lofs of the nutri-
cious Juice, and a Weaknefs that endures for
Life.

Wounds of the Extremittes caufe an intire
diffolution of the Nerves, ana often the lofs of
the Members ; thofe of the Bones, Rottennefs:
Thofe of the Flefh moreover, befides a great
deal of time {pent 1n vain, occalion muclh Pain,
. Vexation, and Charges.

I have feen Wounds of all thele forts ; fome
of them I have had drefs’d with Tents, where
. powerful Digeftives were us'd to procure
great Suppurations. I have met with others,
that were followed by all fuch Accidents. But
this I have ever obferv’d, that thefe which were
handled according to my Method, were pre-
ferv’d from all thefe troublefome Symptoms.

Tis known to every one, that in Wounds
made by cutting Inftruments, Union is imme-
diatly to be endeavour’d. In order to this de-
fign therefore we ought not to fill fuch Wounds
with Lint, as we have formerly faid, f{eeing this
direétly thwarts it. It is alfo very hurtful to

- ufe
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are out of their natural Place. For evenas a
fmall Rivulet may make a great Lake, if its
‘Waters are kept in witha Dam: Juit o the
little Pipes that are laid openin a Wouud, tho’
but fmall, in comparifon with the largenefs of
its Cavity, being prefs’d, as has been faid, by
a Tent, which divides ’em more, and hinders
their Reunion, continually pour forth fach Li~
quors as they contain 3 and the Tent ferving for
a Bank, a Lake is form’d in the Cavity of the
Wound. We ought not therefore to wonder,
if Plentiful Suppurations continue, fo long as
this Method is followed ; and it is an undoubted
Error to account fuch Evacuations profitable.
< Etmullerus in his Medicinal Surgery is of Opi-
nion, that a Wound would clofe up of it felf, if
it was not hindered : he fays, we cught to en-
deavour to prevent the marring, and putrify-
ing of the Nutural Balfam of the wounded Part,
and to ufe Balfamicks, according to the Princi-
ples of Helmont, to hinder it from degenerating
into a hurtful Acid, and to preferve it from cor-
rupting. |

In fine, he finds Fault with the Surgeons for
ufing firft Suppuratives, then Digeflives,and after
Mundificatives , Sarcoticks, and Glutinatives, as
they term them : That Way, adds he, is too te-
dious, delays the Cure, caufes Inflammation of the
Part 3 alters the Nutricious Juice,and often turns
the Wound into « fordid Ulcer.

It
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pafies, or by cauterizing with its touch the Ar-
teries and Veins: But be it hew it will, the,
Courle of the Blood is ftopt, and the Paffage
between the Arteries and Veins is intercepted,,
fo far as the Wound and Contufion reach. The
Heart, according to the Law of Circulation,
fqucezes the Blood it has receiv’d into the Aor-
tz, from whence paffing into all the other Ar-
teries, its Courfe is ftopt at the Wound, where
it can’t as formerly be receiv’d by the Veins,
and finding no free paflage, it extends the con-
taining Veflels, and forcing its Way, diffufes.
it felf according to its own Quantity, and the
Space it finds : Hence proceeds the Hard-
nefs, Swelling, and Inflammation, fo ordinary
in Gun~fhot Wounds. 1If the Blood be there cor-
rupted, cr fpoilt by fome Malignant Acid, the
Symptoms become yet more troublefome and
obftinate; and after the Fall of the Efcar, Ab-
fcefes, or large and grievous Suppurations en-
fue.

A fimple Convulfion only, for like Reafons, is
capable to produce the fame Accidents ; which’
being nothing, but a difordering of the Fibers
and little Pipes, that changes the Regularity
and Situation of the Pores, the Circulation Is
rendred uneafy, and the Part choak'd up.
From hence comes the Dulnefs, and Abfence
of the Spirits, which if not {peedily recall'd,
can’t but be attended with grievous Conlequen-
ces.

L
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However, I thought my felf oblig’d to com-
municate to the Publick, what I knew upon this
Subje ; that I might, if pofiible, procure for af-
fli€ted Patients, a Gentle, Speedy, and Eafie Me-
thod, for the Comfort and Incouragement of
fuch as {o generoufly expofe their Life for the
Glory of their Prince, and the Good of their
Country.

All my Praftice is levell’d at thefe Ends, as
may be feen by the Sequel. I abftain from ufing
Tents and Dilaters, as much as I can, and as the
Cafe will bear: I occafion little or no Pain,
fave at the firft Drefling; and then I always
widen the Wound, efpecially if it is 2 Gun-fhot
One, and de my beft to draw out the Extrane-
ous Bodies : Now on this occaficn I have three
things further to recommend, which are to drefs
Gently, Speedily, and Seldom.

There is a Way of Dreffing Wounds made
with Iron Inftruments, ufual among the Soldi-
ers, call’d the Secret Dreffing, wherein they care-
fully fuck the Orifice of the Wound, in order to
draw out the Blood therein contain’d 3 then
they take Samaritanm Balfam, or Oyle and Wine
mix’d without Boiling, and fometimes either
of them alone, which they fquirt into the
Wound from their Mouth, and without any o-
their Dreflings, cover, and bind it up, mutter-
ing fome Words between their Teeth, to make
the Method appear myfterous, which, caufes

many People to think it magical.
But
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‘without a  great many Accidents, that fall out
in the Progrefs of the Cure.

*Tis nrdmarjr for a wounded Perfon to be
feized with a Fever, which being {ymptomatick,
muft be a confequence of the Pain. The Inflam-
matiop that brings along with it fuch a nume-
rous Train of troublefom Accidents, is often
‘occafion’d by an Irritation of the fenfible Parts.
Want of Sleep proceeds ordinarily from nothing,
elfe, but the Pain that is either over all the -
Body, or in one Partonly. Now if by Dreffing
gently, thefe three Accidents are avoided, we
‘may quickly hope to fee a perfeét Cure. '

Tents, Dilaters, and Setoms, as hath been al-
ready fufficiently obferv’d, are the principal
‘Caufe of the Pasn that the poor Wounded en-
‘dure, and the Occafion of fo many hurtful Ac-
‘cldents 3 their remalnmg in Wounds being In-
fallibly attended with moft defttu&tive Confe-

, quences. If then we lay them afide, we may
prevent the Pain, and what follows upon it;
and fo having the Command of whatever may
give us trouble in Dreffing, we may manage the
Cure as we pleafe.

Finally we ought to endeavour with all Care, !
to remove {o foon as poffible, what might caufe |
Pain, and by Evacuations and Dverfions wifely
to withdraw what wouw’d foment it: but if it
hath already affaulted, we muft apply what is
moft propér to eafe, and overcome it: forin

' a
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All the Ancients and the Moderns allo are in
this agreed, that the 4ir is an Enemy to
‘Wounds : And Experience attefts, that even

“the moft pure and fubtil, is ever attended with
a certain fharp and clammy Acidity, that fticks
to Iron and Steel and makes them ruft.

*Tis the fame A4ir that alfo occafions fo ma=-
ny Diflorders; that alters and corrupts the
Bowes, hurts the Nerves, and deftroys the Ten-
dons, corrodes the Flefp, and utterly marrs the
Temper of the Parts; wafting the Spirits that
preferve the Radical Moifture, which with g lit-
tle Help, and often times almoft without any,
unites broken Bones by a Callus, fills up Wounds
with Flefh, cleanfes Ulcers, and brings them to
a Scar. 8

Hippocrates , Sel. 5. Aphor. 20. fays, that
the Cold is offenfive to uvlcerated Parts j that
it hardens the Skin, caufes Pain and Hardnefs,
occafions Lividity, Skiverings, Fevers and Con-
vulfions. _

By the Cold here is to be underftood the Air,

- by means of which Diforders are excited inus 3
it is corrofive, and therefore exafperates the
fenfible Parts 3 it hardens the Skin, thereby
hindering the Tranfpiration of the Vapowrs,
which being retain’d caule Pain, Hardnefs, and
Fluxion, and thefe produce Shiverings and Fe-
vers 3 and oftentimes are followed by Lividity,
Convuifien, and a Gangreen.

The
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Spirits are diffipated by the long and frequent
Attacks of the Air, whereby its acid Parts
being at liberty, and-n{:t;jm;ang_lgd,;.;qﬁ]y_m_'ﬁ}s
fo the Elefhyand other uncovered Parts, whick
they corrode and tear with their Points 3 hence
proceed pricking Pains, whofe Caufe often ma-
ny ‘are at a lofs to conjefture. . !

. That fame Acidity,of the Air, coagulates the
Blood in the Mouths ot the Arteries, that open

unto the Wound ; hinders its Courfe, and makes
it to fwell up the Vefiels, and very often alfp
to dilcharge it felf on the Part : Hence are Tu-
mors, Fluxions, Hardnefs, and if it Ferment,
large Abfcefles : For Fermentation here is on-
1y the changing of Blood unto Matter ; now the
Blooed having neither the fame Sitnation nor
Motion as formerly,, and its parts:being dif-
joyn'd, eafily corrupts and Ferments in a little
time:  unlefs we believe that the Air can’t con-
geal the Blood in the Veflels, which yet is. be-
voud Controverfie. Y _

‘o Lhat the Air is very piercing, appears from
Chilblainsyand Kibes in the Heels, where it has
the Force,to congeal the Blood :in the. Veins,
and capillary Arteries of the Fart afRicted. . If
then it has fuch Influence on Parts cloathed
Wwith .the common Teguments ;. what will it
have en fich as want em ? In fine, if it is able
E0{ goaguiate the Blood in the Vellels where it
may freely circulate ; much more may he feard
from its Acidity in Wounds, where the Couzle
1 {3 ot
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-of the Blood being in a manner interrupted, the
wounded Part recdeives but little Aid from
the natural Heat, and the Spirits ; and the
Blood it felf, that precious Balfam-of Nature,
‘being unmov’d, andnot receiving frefh and vi-
‘gorous Supplies from the Heart, is corrupted,
2s was faid formerly, and turn’d unto Mat-
Fer.: and indeed if we prefs the Places about the
Wound, we fhall perceive a certain clammy
Matter to come out as from fo many little pipes,
which often alfo is corrupt and finking.

Now if Nature, which is every way admirable
and always induftrious in preferving, don’t-in
fuch a Cafe exert her utmoft Efhicacy, the Part

- $mift be mortified, ‘i (pizht of all the Efforts of
the inconfiderat Surgeon: aad then if itis a
Member that may be cut off, the next thing is to
deliberate whether this onght, or may be done
without danger. Sometimes tis doubted whe=
#her 'the wounded Perfon can bear up under
the Rigour of fo painful an Operation, confi-
dering his'ill Temperament and Difpofition of
Body, which only are accusd, as the Caufe
of ‘all thefe Accidents ; for the Wound of ‘it
felf was inconfiderable, and might have been
{oon cur’d, ina Perfon of a ftronger and better
Conftitution : or otherwife-the blame is laid
upon fome venereal Venom, Vice of the Parent,,
Diforder, &c. In fine, the Patient and his .
Temperament , are always found guilty , and
fall as Vi&ims to Ignorance. f t']

I
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[ have been in many Places my felf, where
fuch things have happen’d, and where neithef
- the Perfons wounded, nor the Surgeons under-

ftood the true Caule of the fupervening Acci-
dents, It is however very requifite in this to
employ all our Care; cheifly in Hofpitals of
the Army, where feldom are to be found, ali
thefe Conveniencies that were to be wifh’d,for
corre¢ting the Cold and the ill Quality of the
Air, which frequently is infeéted, and corrupt-
ed. 'Tis in fuch Places where we ought to
hinder it with all our Power to pafs unto the
inward Parts of our Body, or to get accefs to
thofe that are deftitute of their Coverings, leit
- at the fame time it impart to them its deftru-

&tive Impreffions.
It may poflibly be objeéted to me, that if
that acid and nitrous Quality of the Afr, can
produce fuch Diforders in Wounds; we ought
much more to be incommoded, by the frequent
and neceflary Ule thereof in Refpiration.  But
“tisanfwer’d, that the Wind-pipe and Lungs pu-
rify the Air, which isin a manner ficrated and
prepar'd by them, and o becomes F riendly to
“Nature, that only ufes the pureft Parts, dri-
‘ving out by Expiration, ‘together with the hot
““Napours or Exhalations of the Breaft, that
‘svhich is ufelefS and hurtful. But j¢ IS not fo
-1 Wounds, that have 1o Sprig. "Tis lonly
“the Lungs that are fitted, and appointed for
recelving the Air ; they alone perform the Of-
D 2 fice
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We may therefore reafonablvinfer that if
the Air is fo fubtil as to pierce, and paf
through Merbranes {0 clofe vand compaét 'y i
- @ught much more to penetrate confiderably be-
yond the Extent and Cavity of a Wound,
where there 1s nothing to purify or fubtilife
it; as there is, when paffing thro’ the Pores of
the Skin, 1t fupplies the Placc of Refpira-
tion: for fince here the Skarf-Skin keeps
back the more grofs, earthy, and clammy
Parts of the 4ir; we have Reafon to think that
it ought not to produce any ill Effe&@s, in the
Places to which it comes. It were to be wifl’d:
that Wounds were cover’d with fomething at
the times of Drefling,which might perform the
Office of the Skarf-Skin, and exclude the Acid
and vifcous Particles of the Air, together with
other noxious Effluviz with which it is fill’d.
For if thefe Exhalations floating in the Air are
the Original of fo many Difeafes, as fome mo-
dern Philofophers affirm 5 why mayn’t they oc-
cation very dangerous Symptoms, when they
take hold of, and cleave to live and fenfible
Parts 2 Now feeing thefe Forreign Particles are
capable of.alterations no lefs than the YAir it
felf, we may be affured that the ill Qualities.
which this has contrated in Hofpitals by the
Breath and Tranfpiration of the Sick, are alfo
communicated to thofe ; feeing fuch Atoms
have a Subftance, and a certain Form. . |
Thefe Carbuncles that are fo frequent in.
D 3 Hofpitals

‘ .
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ticles or Atomess; which if they are capable to

frick to a Body fofmeoth and polifh'd as a Wall,.

and that forida lonz time, without lofing elther.
their bad:Smell, 0-1’“111 Qualities 5 much more
will they do {o:to a=Woeund ancovered, wlu;h 18
alwavs moift, and where they may get ecafier
hold, and aét more readily, becanfe of the Ten-
dﬁﬂtf&md weaknels of the Parts,.

- The-dead Flefh of any: Greature, if it 1s nf’ :

-tstn handled and expoled to the A, ﬁlddcnlg
putrifies and 2 Fatus, a Member,&c.. if it be

‘kept in a clofe Veflel coverd with Spirit of
Wine, may be preferv’d for ever; whereas on
the contrary, a Jittle Air will diffolve 1t, and re--

duce it to nnthmg.

‘¢« That: the 4ir 5.2 mighty Exemy to Wounds, .
is @, Truth) own’d by the modern Praétifers of

Surgery, no lefs than by the Ancients: but
there are few take fuflicient Care, to hinder its
Accefs to the Wounded Parts. Knowledge is
in vain when not put in Praétife.. Neverthe-
lefs thisis a thing fo abfolutely neceffary, in the
Cure of any Wound whatfoever; that withoug
1, nothiny that a Surgenn s Art can perform,
is to any purpofe, but all is hurtful and deftru-
{tive.

From what has been faid, Confequences may
be deduc’d very ufeful in Praétice. All the
Regard 1 have for Antiquity, was not prevalent
enough to keep me from the declaiming againit
an Abufe, tho’ eftablifh’d by Cuftom ; {eeing

D 4 Truth
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G H. Al Rl |
That Wounds ought 1o be dreft {eldom.

GAIE?: in his Fourth Book Of the Compofition
of Medicines, Chap. 4. orders to drefs Ul-
cers but once in three Days. This Method
he acknowledges to have come from Afclepiz~
des ; and I can’t but wonder that fuch a Pra-
ttice has found fo few Followers, being fo ne-
ceffary and advantagious for the Patient.

If Ulcers require not to be drefs’d every Day,
as this Aathor thinks, frefb Wounds do yet
much lefs call for it. Neverthelefs it is the
Cuftom in almoft all Hofpitals, to drefs’regular~
Iy twice aday; and I believe there is fcarce one
to be found, that does otherwife, excepting
that of Brianfon, where they drefs the wound-
ed, fome only once a Day, and others but
once in two, three, or four Days. If I had
found this Method hurtful, I would not have
been fo wicked as to continue to ufe it ; much
lefs to defire that others alfo might do the
fame.

Pareus, Book 13 Chap.11. treating of Ulcers,
feems to be much inclin’d to the Opinion of G4~
len, when he difapproves often Drefling : and
yet in his Eleventh Book, Clap. 5. {peaking
of Gun-thot Wounds ; he orders to drefs them
twice a Day, and often once in every cight
Hours,

D s It
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~ What Nature does in uniting broken Bones,
may inftruét us what we ought to ‘do in curing
of Wounds : we fee that a Calles 15 bred with- -
ont the Affiftance of any thing, by the wife -
Contrivance of Nature only, if {o be that fhe is
not by frequent Drefling, or indifcreet motions
of the Part, diverted from her Work.
- When the little Fibrous Threads begin to be
form’d ina W ound, in order to unite the parts
that are divided ; and the Nutricious Juice is
comnwinicated to the Part , to reftore it to its
natural State ;-if then the Part isoften difturb’d
with frequent drefling, if the Wound is fearch’d
with the Fingérs, or witha Probe, ora dry Tent,
&c. what Nature has done, will be bruis’d and fe-
parated; and her Workdeftroy’d.as foon as be- -
gun 3 fo that if this Method is continu’d, the
musricions Fuice becomes thick, and hard, and
cleaves to the Sides of the Wound ; whege it
forms a Callefiiy, and often a Fiftula.
. Generation - then, which is t}ar?fiﬂcipal
‘Work of Nature, cannot be accomplifh'd with-
‘out Reft; fo true it is that Repofe is neceffary
to.her.in all her Operations. Hence it is that X
cannot apprehend by what Reafons they are in-
fluenc’d, who by frequent and painful dreffing,
‘without any neceflity, exafperate the Wounds 3
and I proteft I could never my felf indure fo -
cruel a Method. Sometimes they fearch them -
with their Fingers , fometimes with an Inftru- -
wment 3 and not contented with this, if they fan- -
cy thejr have found any thing, defire their
| Friends
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how it was brought to this Place ? By the fame
Nature, will one fay. And why then will not
fhe go on to drive that extraneous thing quite
out of the Body, feeing fhe has done fo much ?
She is able to drive out Bullets tho’ faftened in
a Beae, as I fhall fhew inthe fecond Part; to
expell Splinters; yea,to bring them to the Ori-
fice of the Wound;and that a confiderable time
after it has been clos’d up : why fhould we then
apprehend that fhe will leave fuch things with-
in, from which fhe may fo eaiily free her felt;
either by the Orifice of the Wound, or by fome
other more convenient way ? For it is certain
that Nature left to her liberty takes ever the ea-
fieft-way. Befides, all the Parts of the Body
~ have an Elafticity, or Spring, whereby any

Forreign Thing is naturally driven from th—::
Center tothe Circumference.

Antony Benevent aPhyfician of Flarence relates,
that a certain Woman {wallowed a very large
Needle, which two Years after came away by
her Navel : And Tarentus a Phyfician alfo, re-
ports ; that a Maid, who had-fwallow’d a Needle
nigh about four Inches in Length, voided it
ten Months after by the Urinary Paffage.

From hence it appears, that the Induftry
and Sagacity of Nature, furpaffes that of all the
Efculapian Family 3 She knows what fhe does ;
and wants not to be inftructed in the ways lhe
ought to take, In order to drive out of the Bo-
dy whatever opprefles, or is forreign and noxi-
ous unto her. The Surgeon ought only to em-

ploy
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there putrifying, the Corruption was quickly
communicated to the neighbouring Parts :
Whence it appears that this Method, hath in
it Singularities and infparable Cireumftances,
that muft not be omitted.

M. Verdue in his Pathology, Tom. 1. fol. 439,
advifes not to do as fome Surgeens, who ¢’ry mi-
nite are opening the Wounds of thofe who are
under their Care: For, fays he, by too often
taking off the Dreffings, we hinder their reuni-
ting 3 and give occafion to the 4ir to infinuate
it felf into the Wound, and to coagulate the
nutricious Juice: this indeed is 2 moft juft and
reafohable Thought. I remember when 1
was at Rome in the year 1678, 1'chaac’d to fee
a little Book written in Italian by the chief Sur-
geon of the Hofpital of the H.Ghoft , whole
name I have forgotten : He therein difconrs’d
of Wounds of the Head only; and prov’d by ve-
ry good Reafons, that they ought to be dreft
only once in three or four Days, and fometimes
not fo often: Moreover in drefling he did not
altogether lay open the Wound, but kept al-
ways upon 41t fome thin Cover,as is done at this
day in many Places in dreffing of Burnings.

In Fine, he took fuch great care to hinder
the 4ir from paffing into, and offending the
Wounds which he drefs’d ; that we may be af-
fur’d he Judg'dit a grand Impediment to their
Cure : Which was alfo his Opinion of frequent
Dreffing. In the fame Book he adduc’d many

Exam-
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Ihere are ‘alfo other ‘Wounds, to which of
neceffity we muft occafion fome Pain ; whither
by drawing forth extraneous Bodies, or by fet-
ting broken Bones, or by dilating their Ori-

fice.

° Others there are,that will take up-fome time
in drefling ; as in thefe of the Head, where we
often fufpe& there may be a frﬂ&ure of the
Seull : Alfo when the Scull ‘is broken; when
fome Operation is to be perform’d upon the
Bones, in complicated Fraftures; and when
‘extraneous Bodies are to be drawn out: in
fuch Cafes we cannot drefs ﬁ} qulckl)i' as were to
be wifh’d, -

To conclude, there are fome that mufc be
often look’d to, when notwithftanding our Care,

the Suppuration is great : as in Abfcefles that

are cavernous and deep, in very het Seafons,
and in Patients of an ill Difpofition of Bo-
dy, who abound in excrementitious Moifture s
or when Phlegmons, Eryfipels’s, Lividity, and
Gangrenes, or any other nnexpeéted Accident,

follow upon a Wound : For it is the part'of al

prudent and Skilful Surgeon to accommodate
himfelf to emergent Ocrafions, and to correét the
Symptoms as they fall out.

CHAP.






The Hofpet al-Surgeon. 67

Many Authors have injoyn’d Stiching in fuch
a Cafe. Hippocrates, and feveral others after
him, have approv’d thereof in Wounds of the
Head ;3 which notwithftanding may be united
without it, unlefs they are large and tranverie,
and of the lower Parts; where ftiching often-
times becomes neceffary, by reafon of the igure
of the Scull.
- If any confiderable Portion of the Bone Is
bared, with lofs of the covering Subftance, the
Wound being large,will take up a long time be-
fore it is clos’d up: in this Cafe all our Care,
will not be able to hinder the Alteration, and
rotting of the Bone; either by the 4ir admitted
in the numerous Dreflings ; or by the Master
running along, or faying upen the Boge. To
prevent therefore this Inconvenience ; we
muft in the firft Drefling pierce the Bone, a§
aimbly as poffible, in many Places, with the Py
ramid or Pike of the Trepan: By this means
a way is opened to a Marrowy Fuice 5 which
thickning upen it,covers over the Bonein a lit-
tle time, without fuffering it fo lofe any of its
Subftance. |
It is well known to Surgeons 5 that any con-
fiderable Portion of the Scull, laid bare by a
Wound, can never again be covered with Flefh,
without the Affiftance of Art; becaufe of the
Smoothnefs and Glibnefs of its Surface : Upon
this Confideration it was that many of the Anci-
ents thought fit to rafp it, that it might become
rough
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ence) and alfo yet more troublefome Accidents.
Now feeing the ficft Operation of this Nature
which I perform’d, was on the Scull ; T fhall
begin to Juftify this Practice, by fhewing how
it 1s nourtfht. %

The Scull, according to the Opinion of ma=
ny, has its Nonrifhment from three different
Sources : Firft, by Veflels proceeding from
thofe of the Pura Mater, and pafling into the
Cranium, through its internal Surtace, or that
which is neareft the Brain : Secondly, from:the
Diploe or middle Pith, a medullary Juice is im-
parted to both Tables, whereby they are nou-
rifht and fuftain’d ¢ And thirdly,by its external
Vart, it receives Nonrifhment from the Peri-
cranium, wherewith it is every where cover'd
and defended. | ,

‘When therefore by fome external violence
the Bone is depriv'd of that Membrane, and
remains uncover’d; ’'tis certain that the Air by
its Acid and Nitrous Points, takes hold on its
outward Surfacej and in a little time alters and
rots it: and then It muft needs exfoliate, be-
caufe it is bereft both of its Nourifhment, and
Defence.

It becomes neceflary then to make an A-
mends, and to draw Nourithment from the
neighbouring Parts inftead of that which is
Joft ; that at the fame time by covering, it a-
new, may fhelter it from external Injuries.
Now this we can have from no nearer Place

_ than
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than the Diploe 5 but in order to that we muft
give it an cafie Paflage, ‘and open to it a Way
to fulfil at once the Intention of Nature, and
that of the Swrgeon. This is accomplifh’d by
piercing the Bone, as we have faid ; whereby,
the Diploe {ends forth at thefe little Holes the
moft fubtil Part of the marrowy Fuice ; which
congealing upon the Bone in three, four or
five Days, fometimes fooner, fometimes latar,
intirely covers it.

‘Other Bones that have Marrow, ars nou-
ri{hed from within, by the Veflels of the Mem-
‘brane which cover that Subftance ; and from
without, by the Penoftsum, or Membrane where--
‘with they are invefted : For this Reafon we
‘may perform this Operation, when there is oc-
eafion , on the Bones of the Skoulder, Thigh,
and Leg 3 and thefe who doubt of this, may
‘be convinc’d by a Tryal.

That which ought to recommend this Me-
¢hod, and procure itan eafie Reception; is that
‘thereby the Cure is accomplifh’d in twelve or
-fifteen Days, or fo; whereas otherwife it will
‘take up near {ixty ; for about forty Days are
required to the Exfoliation of the Bone, and
-twenty more to fill up and cicatrize the Ulcer.
“Our Way is fo exceedingly advantagious to the
‘Wounded , that it ought not to be rejetted ;
-nor can it, without offending agam& that Cha-
rity, we owe our affliéted Nelghbnur, who bv

“the Delay in fuch Cal'es, is extremely endan-.
gerd
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wrer’d, €lpecially in an Hofpital, where the cor-
rupt and infeéted Air ruins in time the ftrong-
eft Conftitutions. 1 have often feen, and it is
butitoo ordinary, that the Wounded Perfons
being cur’d, and juft ready to depart from the
Hofpital, have been fuddenly feiz’d by Malig-
nant Fevers, Loofencfs, Bloody Flux, &c. occa-
fion’d by their tedious ftay in fuch difimal Pla-
ces, and Death often has been the firft thing
that deliver’d them from all their Miferies,
Therefore we ought to endeavour a fpeedy
-Cure, and to fpare no 'Pains te prevent that
tedious Exfoliztion. Butif the Wounded are
dent to us with the Bone alter’d, or if we can’t
avoid this Accident with-all our Care, we muft
endeavour to help on the Separation with all
Speed : for as .a Gawngreen in Flefhy Parts
wants the Affiftance off Art to put a ftop to it;
fo alfo does Rottennefs, which is a Gangreen
of the Bonej; wherefore Exfoliation muft be
haftened by external Remedies, that it may
go no further ; for fometimes it extends from
one End of the Bone tc the other.

* It is the . Surgcon’s Province, to pick out
fiich Remedies as are proper for this Intentt-
on. The Ancients and Moderns have lett wus
good ftore of this kind; but above all, we
muft avoid the ufe of Acid Spirits, which In-
creafe the Rottennefs, and have the fame Etf-
fréton a Bone, as Aqua fortss on Jron. The
atual Cautery is a great Help on thefe Occa-
| fions 3
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ken, to hinder the Accefs of the Air into the
Wounds, whether the Seull be only bared, or
broken, or alfo trepanned. I have difcours’d
of difcovered Bonesin the foregoing Chapter 3
-1 haveonly two or three Words more to fpeak,
of fuch Wounds, where the Scull has loft
fome of its Subftance. |

‘When the Dura Mater is uncovered, I pre-
pare a Plate of Lead very thin, and very
fmooth, pierc’d with Holes in feveral Places,
without any Inequality, cutand fitted to the
Bignefs of the Opening; and to make it more
exadt, I sketch it out with the Crown of the
Trepan, that I have us’d, or am to ufe in this
Operation: or its Meafure may be taken from
the Plece of the Scull cut out by the Trepan.
On each fide of this Plate is left 2 little Ear,
fomewhat longer than the thickne(s of theScull;
thefe little Ears I bend both one way, foas
they may be perpendicular to the Plate 5 and
fo much of them as exceeds the thicknefs of the
Scull, I bend outwards again, that thereby
they may reft upon the Scull, and by which,
as by two little Handles, I may lift them up
with Pincers, if need be, at each Dreffing ;
thele two little Handles may be cut fomething
breader, than the two pleces that joyn them
‘@ the Plate, which muft be of an equal
Breadth. When I ufe it, T dip it in fome pro-
per Medicine pretty Warm, and apply upon
B2 yery foft Pledget of fine Lint.

R s E I
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Membranes from the Affaults of the Air, per-.
forming in fome fort the Part of that Piece
of the Scull that was taken away.

When we are affur'd that there is, or are
in Doubt that there may be fome coagulated
Blood under the Scull, we may for fome time
omit the Ufe of the Plate, that we may leave
it a free Paffage ; and afterward we may ufe
it, until the danger of the Accidents is over 3
and then we muft ufe it no longer : otherwife
It may prove an Hinderance to the Reunion,
and the Generation of the Cullus, :

When the Operation of the Trepan is per-
form’d on the Bafis of the Scull, as is ufual now
to be done without Scruple, the bunching ont
of the Dura Mater is more to be fear’d 3 and
of confequence this Plate i ablolutely neceffz-
Iy to fupport it, and keep it in : but for the -
peration on this Place, as well as for that on 0-
thers, we muft endeavour, as far as the Cafe
will bear, to choofe the bj gheft Part; thac the
Plate may have the lefs weight to fuftain.
We may fafely ufe it for fourteen or fifteen
Days, if we Judge it needfu] 5 and It may he
made of Gold, Silver, &c. according to the
Defire and Ability of the Patient : but for m¥
elf I alwAys ufe 3 leaden one  for every Bo-
dy knows that this Metal is freindly to Nacy L&,
and is'vulnerary and drying.

- Tho’ there were no other Advantage to be
reap’d from the U of this Plate, hut only
B2 .that
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Hofpital-S§; urgeon :

A New, Gentle, and Eafie Way, to Cure
fpeedily all forts of WO UNDS.

™

PAaRT H

Further evincing the Excellency of this Way,
by a faithful and particular Account of
Wounds of all Kinds, and in all Paxts of the
Body, thereby browght to 4 quick and bappy

Cure 5 together with Gfeful and Prallical Re~
flexions.

B A
TLhe Reafons of Writing this Second Part :

with a general Propofal of what it
Conlains,

HO' Sound Reafon, fupported by
Authority , may appear to be- a
Proof of the Goodnefs of any

T hing, convincing enough, and ca-
pable; to fuftain the Weight of what Confe-

E 4 quenges
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ferib’d all things Juft as they were, without
either adding or diminifhing ; having no other
Defign, but to make the Eafynefs and Expe- -
dition of this Method appear, by the Exam-
ples I here relate.

C.H a4 Pk
Of the Head..

OBSERVATION L

- Fter the War broke out in Szvoy, there
was brought to the King’s Hofpital at
Luferne, where I was then Surgeon Major, in
Fuly 1690, a Soldier call’d Lz Grandeur of the
Regiment of Poudenx, which is now that of G-
tinois. He had received a Wound on the right
Side of his Head with a pretty large Bullet;
which grazing upon the moft convex part of
the Bone of the Sinciput 3 had only carried a-
way the common Teguments, not hurting the
Scull; but the Membrane that immediatly in--
vefts it was fo bruis’d, that it appear’d livid.
I know, if time had been given, it would
liave come to Suppuration ; whereupon the
Alteration and Exfoliation of the Bone muft
needs have enfu’ds to prevent which, I tear’d
off with my Nails the Pericranium o far as it
was bruis'd, being fomething more than the
E 5 bignefs
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Wounds opened again, yea, or that Exfoliati--
un, or any other evil Accident eufi’d.

This and the following Example I Judg’d
fufficient to eftablith our Way of Dreffing:.
And indeed feeing it has been attended with-
Succefs in fuch Cafes, we ought to remain af~
fur’d, that it will prove no lefs effeétual in in-
cifed Wounds, and others alfo where the Bone
15 laid bare, whither by that which infliéts
them, or by the Suppuration of the Pericrani-
um. But we muft obferve, if the Pericranium
s bruis'd or difcolour’d, as inthe preceeding
Cafe, and Suppuration appear unavoidable 3
that the fecureft way is to tear it off, and
fpeedily to uncover the Bone, that the forefaid
Opération may take Place; whereby the Cor-
ruption of the Bone will be prevented, which
might be occafion’d by the lodging of the cor-
rupt Matter thereupon j and then the Opera-
tion would be too late.

CHAP M
Of the Head.

OBSERVATION II.

A Certain Soldier nam’d Chafteau-montague, .
- A of Aligny’s Company in Villars his Regi-

ment, together with a Companion of his in
: I the -
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med. He came into the Hofpital on the 25th
of May, and upon the 11th of Fune he went
out perfeétly cur’d; all that were therein be-
ing Witnefles of the Operation, and the Spee-
dinefs of the Cure.

_His Companion had feveral Cuts over all
his Head, which he had received in .the fame
Occafion, but efpecially a deep one upon.
the upper and middle part of the Forebesd-
Bore.  Finding that in none of them the Scull
was fraftur'd, 1 judg’d it fufficient to Jya to-
gether their Lips g only in the Iaft, during the
firf Days, I left two fmall Threads of Lint
dipt in Spirit of Wine, with the Ends hang-
ing a little out of the Wound. Four Days
after, ‘T caus’d to be remov’d whatever might
hinder the reuniting thereof, drefling only
once in three Days, becaufe no Accident ap-
pear’d.

The Suppuration in this laft Wound was but
very inconfiderable; and no Bornes came a-
way, neither was there any Exfoliation : So
this Man alfo was cur’d, and return’d unto the
Regiment with his Companion.

RErLECTION.

Had I only recounted one Cure of this Na-
fure, done in a place at a great Diftance
from Paris, the Truth therect might readily
cnough have been call'd in Queftion: But

thefe,
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thefe, with many others of the like kind, ha~
ving been publickly perform’d in an Hofpital,
to which every one had free Aceefs, and as -
it were in view of theWorld, ought not only
to remove all Scruple as to the Truth of the
Matter of Faét, but alfa to eftablifh the Re-
putation of a Method, attended with Expedi~
tion and Security. The Excellency and Ufe-
fulnefs of the little Operation perform’d up-
on the uncovered Scull off the firft Man, may
be eafily made apparent to every one; be-
ing founded on Reafon and Experience. M.jou-
ve, a very expert Phyfician belonging to this
Hofpital, was an Eye-witnefs of the happy
Succes of thefe laft Cures; he having been
prefent from the Beginning to the End.

I fhould but weary my Reader, and my felf
alfo, if I fhould go about to reckon up the
number of thofe, who in three Years time,
with a furpriziug Quicknfs, have in this Hof-
pital been cur'd of Wounds ef the Head ; as
well fuch wherein the Scull was cut more or
lefs, as thofe wherein it had loft of its Sub-
ftance. &+

[ am not the only Perfon, who hath con-
quer’d Scruples commonly enough entertain’d.
about Wounds of the Head. Ambrofius Pa-
raus Yeports, that he cur’d in a finall time a
certain Perfon, that with an edg’d Inftru-
ment, had a large piece of the Forekead-bone
intirely feparated, and hanging over upon the

| ; Face,
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Face by the Skin only ; which yet was eafily
enough reunited.

In the Scull, asin other Bones of the Body,
when a Piece is feparated, whether by a Cut,
or Fradture, fo as yet to adhere to the encom-
paffing Membrane ; it is fufficient artfully to
reftore it to its natural Place, in fuch a man-
- ner, that it may have the fame Situation and
Difpofition as formerly ; that fo the Pores
may an{wer, and the Nutricious Fuice neceflary
to form the reuniting Callus, may be freely ad-
mitted ; which could not be done without ex-
treme Difliculty, if it were placed either to
high, too low, or afide ; in which Cafes, the
natural Order and Situation of the Part be-
ing alter’d; it is impoffible it can {it fo clofe
to the Bone from whence it.was divided, but
that many little Diftances muftinterveen, that
are liable to be fil’'d with Lymphka, Blood, or
Matter, or all three together ; which alter the
wounded Part, corrupt its Aliment, and bring
that Membrane to Suppuration, by which on-
ly the divided Part was tyed : So that Na-
ture muft now of Neceffity throw it off, as
an Extrapeous Body.

From hence we may readily conclude, that
it is not at all neceffary, to permit Wounds of
this kind to come to Suppuration, or to keep
them open in Expe&ation of the coming a-
way of Bones, which, without Danger, may
be avoided.

T his
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begin to thew themfelves, Operation muft not
be negletted.

It will poffibly be objeted, to what I have
faid, concerning carefully placing the broken
piece of Bone, in the fame Situation it had for-
merly ; that the Bones of other Parts of the
Body may be reunited by Means of a Calius,
even when fo ill plac’d, that there is a necef-
fity of breaking them anew, in erder to re-
ftore them to their natural Figure» But the
Anfwer is eafy 3 for there is a Differeuce be-.
tween the former Cafe, wherein a Piece or
Splinter of Bone is {eperated from the whole 3
and this, where the Nutricious Juice, that
comes from the One as well as the other Part,
meets, diffufesit felf, and coagulates about
the Fraéture, and {o forms that which we term
a Callus : but inthe other Cafe, the Alimen-
tary Liquor proceeds, and is communicated
from one of the Parts only 3 and if it find no
Pores rightly difpos’d to receive it, there be-
ing nothing to which it can Joyn it felf, it is
alter’d and corrupted ; and the loofened Piece
fhares with it in the fame Fate.

As for the Operation of Trepanning, which
I have often perform’d, feeing nothing extra-
ordinary hath therein occur’d, I will pafs it o-
ver in Silence.

€CHAP.,
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which I cover’d all the Head, without either
Tents or Dilaters; above thefe I put Empla-
ftrum de Betowica, and over all the ordinary
Cap. '

What her Age and Strength would allow,
was done for diverting the Humors 3 and the
firft Dreflings were left untouch’d for two
Days ; which Method was continu’d for fifteen
Days: when we took off the Plaifter, almoft
at every Drefling we found Picces of Bone
fticking to the Pledgets: What was altoge-
ther feparated, came away with Eeafe: And
in fine, fuch Bones as yet adher’d to the Peri-
¢ranium were reunited, and what was wanting
in the Cranium was fpeedily fupply’d. When
I perceiv’d the Suppuration to diminith, I
drefs’d but once in three days. This Courfe
I found fo fuccefsful, that in the fpace of a-
bout five weeks the Cure was perfeétly accoms
plifht. This poor wounded Girl, was known
to almoft all Pignerol; being very remarkable
by the lofs of one of her Ears, which fhe had
fuftain’d in this affli@ting Occafion.

REFLECTION.

This Cure is altogether to be afcrib'd te
Nature, as being intirely her Work : and had
not great Circumfpetion been ufed, in pro-
hibiting the accefs of the Air, in this Cafe,
where the very Membranes of the Brain in-

feveral
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feveral Places were difcover’d, it could not
have had fo fpeedy, eafy, and fuccefsful an
Upfhot ; efpecially had it been manag’d in the
ordinary Way : For befides that the Cure would
have been unfufferably tedious; a thoufand
dangerous Accidents might have arriv’d chief-
ly in an Hofpital ; where long-winded Cures
are feldom attended with fucces. In fine,
notwithftanding the Novelty that may be
charg’d upon this Method, it is fupported by
the Authority of Hippocrates; who, B. 5.
Apb. 17. affirms. that the Air is an Enemy to.
the Brain, the Bomes, the Nerves, and to our
Nature in General. Galex in his Book De ufu
Partium, ch. 1. fays, that the 4ir is prejudicial
to Ulcers, by which word he underftands all
Sores; and adds,that in trepanning we ought to:
take fpecial care not to cool the Brain as well
during the Operation, as whenit is over.
The Accefs of the 4ir, is not only hurtful
to the Wounds of the Scull and Brain ; but al-
- fo to thofe of the other parts of the Body 3 in
which the Accidents are neither fo fudden, -
nor fo violent 3 yet onght they to be regard-
ed with all neceflary Care: for if you ever {o.
little negle¢t the Confervation of the Natural
Heat and Spirits, the wounded Member muft
needs fail, and frequently the Owner alfo,
fhares in the fame Deftiny.

GHAPD.,
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CHAV: Y.
Of the Face.

OBSERVATION 1V.

N the year 168¢. I being in the fame Poft,
and at the Place before mention’d,when the
Vaudois were driven from the Valleys of Lu~
ferne: A certain Officer, whofe name civility ob-
liges me to conceal, was wounded with a bro-
ken Sword in the left Cheek, towards the cor=
ner of the nether Jaw, about an Incly below
the Ear; and the Duitus Salivales were torn.
He was at firft drefs’d by a Surgeon, who
according to his ufual manner, dilated the
Wound, by thrufting into it as much lint as
it could contain. A confiderable time pafs’d,
without any appearance of a Cure, and by
little and little it became fiftulous. I was
call'd by the wounded Perfon to give him my
Advice and Affiftance : and forthwith I con-
fam’d the Callofity, by touching it nimbly
with Tents dipt in diffolv’d Caufticks: I caus’d
him to be fed with Jelly-broth to be taken
with'a Quill, that there might be no occafion
to move the lower Jaw; ordering him alfo
to keep himfelf very quiet, without either
{peaking or moving : and when all the Callo-

fity
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verthelefs they were at length conquer’d, the’
not without difficulty ; and by means of Sar-
coticks we compleated the Cure: but an ugly

‘Scar remain’d behind, occafion’d by the incon-
fiderate ufe of the Tent.

REFLECTION.

The Face being the Image of God, and as
it were an Abridgment of all the Beauties of
Natnre 5 which as a little World reprefenting
in Mimature, what is more voluminoufly dif=
play’'din the great bulk of the vaftly-extended
Univerfe; ought doubtlefs to enjoy fome pri-
vilege over the other parts of the Bodys:
Hence it is that all the Authors both Ancient
and Modern, tho’ for the moft part they have

-allowed the ufe of Tents in all other Wounds,

yet have they unanimoully condemn’d it in
thofe of this Parf; which neverthelefs have
been cur'd with wonderful Facility, and by
the ufe ot the very weakeft of Szrcoticks.

Fabritius ab Aquapendente, in Wounds of the
Face recommends the ufe of the dry Stitch, to
avold the deformity of a Scar: and indeed,
fecing we are to preferve the Beauty of the

- Countenance as much as poffible, they are to
be accounted very unskilful Surgeons , and.
but ill inftructed in what belongs to their Bufi-
nefs , who employ Tents in fuch occafions 3
The Saltve feems to be that Balfam which is

peculiar
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pofed to heat red hot three of thefe {mall caute-
rifing Irons, which are us'd for the Teeth, and
to apply them to the Ranulares 5 which being
accordingly done, the Bleeding was ftopt, and
the wounded Perfon {peedily cur'd.

REFLECTION:

The Ancients have ordered to ftitch the
Wounds of the Tomgue, unlefs the pieces be
altogether feparated, in which Cafe the Ope-
ration is to no purpofe, and the Reunion im-
poffible ; Fabricius b Aquapendente is of the
fame Opinion : but as for my felf, I can f{ee
no manner of neceflity for fuch Stitching 3
feeing Nature alone, when left in Repofe to
her felf, does excellently accomplifh the Uni-
ting of the divided Parts without it. - Every
body knows, that the Tongue is ficuated in the
Mouth under the arched Palate, and made up
of innumerable little nipple-like Bodies, en-
compafs’d on all fides by the Teeth, and {up-
‘ported in. fuch a manner that its parts are
kept together, and cannot fall afunder. The
Spittle is its Balfam, and oftentimes the only
Remedy neceflary to cure its Wounds, This .
is what I have obferv’d in the preceeding
Cure 5 for this Gentleman’s Tongue was, af-
ter fome fmall time, altogether fo well, that
fcarce any Signs of the Divifion of its Sub-
ftance could be difcern’d: but whereas it had

F . been
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,’ﬁnl?. I have:alfo feveral times taken out
Buliets , which ‘have been lodg'd there.for

fome time, yea many Years. I fhall content

my felf thérefore to give my Thoughts of
what I "judge neceflary to the fpeedy Cure of
Wounds ‘of this part, in the following €hap-
ter. =y e oy ;

REFLECTION.

All the Ancients agree in this, that Wounds

“ﬂf th'e HE#I!, tho’ pafﬁng quite thorow, are ea~

fily enough cured, provided the great Vef-
fels; ‘and Spinal Marrow be not hurt: But
they give no fufficient Reafon for their Opini-
~om. - k know not if I have hit the Matter a-

-right; but in my Opinion it proceeds from

‘this, that the nfe of Tents has been laid afide,
whichin the Wounds of this Part cannot be
~employ’d, becaufe of the neceffary Ufes of
the Wind-pipe and Gullet, that would be hin-

_dred by fo- hard a Bandage as is requird to

" keep in a Tent.. _

- It is therefore, according to my Opinion,
Ngswre her felf, who being freed from Impe-
~diments, (peedily heals up the Wounds of the
Neck: and this greatly confirms the Realon-
ablenels of my Method ; for thofe who fear,
left the Omiifion of Tents, fhould hring on Ab-
feefles; Bags, and Sinufes; have miore Rea-
| c B fon

o
-
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CHAP. IX.
Of the Breat.

" OBSERVATION VII

Eing at Pignerol in the Month of April,

1692. M. de Fontaniere, Commander of

the King’s Battalien, received a Thruft with

a Sword, about two Inclies above the right

Nipple, and in the Sid> thereof towards the

Arm-pit, which enter’d the Body between the
third and fourth Rib.

He was drefs’d by one of the Surgeons in
Pignerol ; before which he had loft, according
to conjecture, about between-feven and eight
Pounds of Blood ; and notwithftanding of the
Dreffings, the Flux of Blood did ftill conti-
nue ; for which Reafon I was fent for by the
Wounded Perfon and his Friends. I fearcl’d
the Wound in prefence of him that had for-
merly drefs’d it, and drew from-it between
eight and nine Ounees of Blood : And left at
firft I thould appear ridiculous, I permitted it
to be drefs’d with a Tent, and immediately af-
ter caus'de him to be let Blood 3 and advifed
his Friends to difpofe him, to fet his Affairs in
Order. All the figns were dangerous ; his
Pulfe was weak and comvulfive, he had frequenf
Swoonings , and Pamns over all his Body. A
Clyfter was given him, and fome weak Cordi~

v ¥ als-
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alsin good Broth. A little after the Bleeding,
he was feiz’d with a Fever: and all thefe Acci-

dents concurring, made us queftion whether
he could outlive that night; which yet he did.
in great pains over all the Breaft, and perpe-

* tual reftlefnefs.

In the morning, which was the end of the
firft Day of his Wound, we took off the Dref-
fings 3 and found that it had bled all night ;
between {ix and feven Ounces of Blood half
corrupted iffuing from the Wound, which was
dreft as the Day before. “The Chfter was re-
peated : we gave him Aperitives and Vulneraries
in Syrup of Violets : And in his Broths a Dia-
phoretick made up of fome grains of Vitriol
calciwd, and the powder of a Human Scully
which gave no fmall Relief, being a Specifick in
{fuch fort of Wounds. _

After the Dreffing, the Blood yet run from
the Wound into the Bed; and as we were
preparing to Bleed him again, news were
brought him, that he behov’d to change his
Lodgings ; and for his greater fecurity, to fonie
Place at a confiderable diftance from that
where he was. In this occafion, his R.emoval
threatned no lefs than Death ; for this was but
the beginning of the fecond Day of the Wound.
1 was willing to fee it before ‘his Departure,
tho’ it had been drefs’d but 2 little time befores
but having perceiv’d, at the laft Drefing, that
fome Blood run -from one of thefe Arteries tha;:

pafs
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pafs along the lower part of each Ribj; and ha~
ving only out of complaifance continued the
Tent, I defign’d to ufe one of anether fort than
~ had been ver done, {eeing there was now no .
time to leofe. ;

I prepar’d therefore a foft Tent, indifferent-
ly thick, and blunt at the end, that it might
reft upon the Rib, without touching the Pleu-
ra, or paffing into the Cavity of the Breaft:
This being-dipt in a fimple Digeftive, and
roul’d in Vitriol finely pulveriz’d, I apply’d
with a broad head as is ufual, together with
the reft of the Dreflings, and the Plaifter of
Andreas a Cruce.  After having taken fome
Broth, he was put into a Chairand carried to
. his new Lodgings, where he might remain
_more conveniently : By the way he only loft
a little Blood, tho’ many had been of Opini-
en, he could never come alive to the end:
thereof.

‘He refted a little that night ; and in the
Morning, which was the end of the fecond
_ Day, the Fever was ftill pretty violent 5 the

Wound was without Moifture or Blood ; the

. Pleura was reunited : he fele a Heavinefs, and
breath’d with fome dificulty. The Wound
we dreft now with a fmall Dilater only, to
which for more fecurity a long thread was ty’d,
applying the ether things as before. 1 bled
him in the Atm 3 and encreafing the Dole of:
the Diureticks with the Syrup of Maiden-hair,
| L order’d
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dreft with a Sarcotick Plaifter, as if it had been
‘2 fimple Excoriation.

The Day after, which was the fifth of his
Wound, he mounted his Horfe without help,
and went to Diblon for a more pure and tem-
perate Air, where he no longer kept his Bed,
tho’ he found not thereby the leaft Inconveni-
ency, There I purg’d him twice, which was
done not out of any abfolute neceffity thereof,
but as anm expedient precaution : I advis’d
hiim alio for a time to live fomewhat moderat-
ly. Thus that Wound which appear’d to us
at firft Mortal, and was attended with a nu-
merous train of dangerous Symptoms, was in
five Days time compleatly cured, to the A-
mazement of all Pignerol.

REFEECTION..

- This Method of Practice, will appear at
firft to be ridiculous, and rafh, to thofe who
have not confidered fo much as I have done,
the Inrprifing Works of Nature; northefe fecret
Paffages fhe finds out, to difcharge her felf of
what is troublefome to her in like Cafes 5 nor
how in particular fhe oftentimes effeéts a Crifis
by the way of Urine. .

But {eeing experience has frequently taught
us, that an Empyema in the Breaft, has been
carried off by means of Diureticks, the Matter,
as the Ancients thought paffing to the Usina-
=t ' Yy
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making its way through the invefting Mem-
brane, now brought to Suppuration. In
Wounds alfo where the Lungs are not {poil’d,-
there being only a fimple Divifion of their
Subftance with a fharp Inftrument, a Tent
may increafe the Separation, and by iritating
the Parts, caufe a difcharge of Humors there-
upon, and great Suppurations, which end or-
dinarly in incurable Fiftula’s..

Moreover a Tent prefles upon the Mufcules
of Refpiration, and permits not the Patient
either to cough, f{pit, or breath freely: It
hinders the Circulation of the Blood, by bear-
ing on the Veflels 3 fo that the wounded is in
danger of Suffocation, by the colleition of
Blood , Matter, or Phlegm , and oftentimes of
all three together; unles they are by fome
Means difcharged :- But if there is not a fufhi-
cient quantity of one or all of thefe, to produce
{uch an Effect; and if the Lungs are yet at liber=",
ty to perform their wonted motions, yet thefe -
- Humors will there ferment, and corrupt; and
occafion putrifaétion in the parts that contain:
em.

But after all, this Accident may fometimes-
“have an happy Event; and a bad Caufe may
by chance produce a good Effet. For our
Body, as we are inform’d by Awatomy, being
nothing elfe but a Contexture of Vefels; it
“may happen in Wounds of the Breaft, that the
Blood or Matter colle¢ted in the Subftance Iff
: 3 t he-
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to pafs 5 our part being only to wait upon her,
and affift her in her Defign. i

Galen in his 5 Book de locis, hath obferv’d =
that Matter contain’d in the Breaft, is often-

- times carried off by Urine,. the fame thing alfo
he affirms in his 6th Book de partium Morbss..
Andreas a Cruce, a2 famous Phyfician of Ve=
nice, in the firft Section of- his fourth Book of -
Surgery,in exprefs terms.forbids the ufe of Tents -

and Pipes in the Wounds of the Breaft ; he
advifes only to ufe a Plaifter, the Advantage
of which I have thorowly experienced.

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Part I. Book 2.
Chap. 42. fays, that he has often feen the
Matter contain’d in the Breaft in a Pleurifie,
or Peripneumonia, difcharg’d by Urine. He
relates an Authentick Hiftory of a Wound
piercing into the Cavity of the Breaft, which
having been dreff'd as a fimple One of
the common Teguments, the Patient was oa
a fudden furpriz’d with fuch Symptams, as
plainly difcovered the Mature of the Wound.
T'hat he might be relieved with as much eafe
as poffible, and not rut te the torment of a
Counter-opening, it was thought expedient to
dilate the Wound ; but it was fo well clos’d up,
that the Operation of the Empyema was re-
folv’d on next Day. Eut during the Night
fage Nature had acconplif'd the Work; a
Glals full of Blood being vcided by the Urina-
ry Paflages, whereby the Spitting of Blood,

h We . Difficulty
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afirms that Wounds of the Breaft, the more
they are expoled to the 4ir, are fo much the
- more dangerous. 0

It would be a very tedious task to recount
all the Authors, that bave approved of this
Metkod, altho’ it is but little put in Praéticc
And it would be a very eafie Matter to bring
many Examples, of Cures wrought by Nature
through fecret and occult paffages conveying
Humors and Matter, into other Parts than
what were firft affeted.

CHAP X.
Of the Breaft.

OBSERVATION. IX.

Bout the end of the Year 1693, there
- was brought to the Hofpital of the King
at Brainfon, a Granadeer of the Regiment of
Touraine ; together with a Servant of M. De
Lefferaine formerly Commiffary at Pigrerol.
The firft, was run into the fide-part of the
Breaft, between the third and fourth Ribs, with
a Sword, Which patt into the capacity of the _
Thorax, and pierced the Lumgs. The ufual
. Symptoms appear’d at firft; and Diverfions
were made. The firft and fecond Day, fome
Blood came frony the Wound 5 which was only

drefk
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A 9 R
Of the Breaft.

OBSERVATION X.

N the Year 1692. there was bronght to
the forefaid Hofpital of Brianfon, a Prifo-
ner of the Army of Szvey; who was wounded
with a Bullet, thatentred near the right Pap -
towards the Arm-pit; and pafs’d out of the
Body four Finger’s breadth from the fixthVer-
tebre of the Back; having in its way broken
afunder the fourth Rib.
. -I enlarg’d both the Orifices, but a little
more that of the Back, which was fomewhat
lower than the other. We drefs’d him only -
once a Day at firft, without either Tents or
Dilaters 5 and from the hinder Orifice came
forth a.Certain thin watery Humor; which E-
vacuation continued till the falling of the E-
fcar ; after which time he was drefs’d only once
in two Days. I kept the laft mention’d Ori-
fice open from time to time by means of a
piece of prepared Spunge; conjeéturing, that
there were fome Splinters of Bone to be dif-
charg’d 5 which accordingly came to pafs
without any pain, about the eighteenth Day
- of the Wound : from that time forth I endea-
: - . ’ vour'd
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vour’d to heal it up, applying between the Ori-
fices Comprefles, dipt in warm Wine. Du-
ring this Cure, I could obferve no fenfible
Crifes 3 nor did any Accident happen: It
was finithed in thirty Days.

REFLECTION.

In thisWound the Lungs were untouch’d, for
any thing that appear’d ; a Rib only being bro-
kenj,and the Pleura hurt : which indeed had been
fufficient to produce fatal Accidents ; had any
other Method been followed: for if in this
Cafe, Tents had been ufed 3 or had the Wouad
been.cram’d full of Doffils, as has been often
done on fuch occafions 5 the Matter proceed=
ing from the Diffolution of the Efcar and the
Contufion, being pent up betwen thé two
Orifices, and ftill encreafing, and finding ne
Vent; would infallibly have broken into the-
Cavity of the Breaft; from whence it could
not have been drawn forth, but by the Opera-
tion of the Empyema.. :

An Ancident like unto this, happened this
Year to a famous Oficer of our Army in Savoy;
who having receiv’d a Wound which was
thought to peneteate, and really did fo, was.
drefs’d with Tents; but the Matter finding the
Way, by which it thould have been difcharg’d
from the Body, altogether intercepted ; and
paffing among the broken pieces of a fractur'd
Rib, diffus’d it felf into the Capacity of the &

| Tharax 9
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Thorax : And in this Condition he dyed, hav-
ing his Breaft full of Matter.

e

CHAP. XIL
Of the Breaft.

OBSERVATION XIL

Pon the twelfth Day of June, 1693. The

Marquefs De Larray, Lieutenant Gene-
ral, took by Storm a Poft in the Valley of
Barcelonetta 5 and in this Occafion, had five
and twenty, or thirty Men wounded 3 who
were brought to our Hofpital of Brianfons
and among others there was one call’d .Simon.
Contaut, .of the Regiment of Vendofme, and
Company of Berole. This Man had receiv’d
a Bullet, which went in hard by the fixth Ver-
tebra of the Back 3 breaking in its Paflage the
traniverfe Procefs on the right fide; and
came out on the fore part of the Thorax, be-
tween the fecond and third Rib towards the
left fide.

This Wound was attended, with all the
moft dangerous Symptoms, that ufe to appear
when the Lungs are wounded ; being one of the
moft confiderable that had been under Curein
~ this Hofpital.

T here
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REFLECTION.

T'his wounded Man was fent to the Hofpi-
tal, as one of whom all hopes had been laid
afide: for the Surgeon Major of the Regiment,
who at firft dreft him with great Care, told
‘his Captain that his Death was inevitable.

This fame Captain, about a Month after
coming to Brianzon, with the Lieutenant Col-
lonel of his Regiment, who had been wounded
with a Sword ; was much firpriz’d when he
was vifited at his Lodgings by this Soldier,
who was at that time as vigorous, as before he
had receivid his Wounds ; at which he now
had only a Plaifter. The Surgegn alfo tefti-
fied to me his Amazement ; and enquired, af-
ter what manner I had proceeded, to accom-
plifh that Cure in fo fmall a time.

This Cure is of it felf fufficent to evince,
that in Wounds of the Breaft, there is no
need of 7ents; and moreover does demon-
ftrate 5 that the Operation of the Empyema, is
attended with much better Succefs, when per-
formed on the hinder, than on the lateral
Parts of the Thorax : For this Operation is
done, with defign to give a Paflage, to the
extravafated Blood ; and to evacuat the Mat=
ter contain’d in the Cavity ot the Breaft ; for
which purpofés this Place,is much mere conve-
Rient than the others; the Humors being there-

by
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by difcharg’d fo foon as bred, unlefs they be
retain’d by Tents : The wounded are not trou-
bled with violent Agitations 3 but enjoy a pro-
found Quiet : The Parts have liberty to per-
form the neceffary Motions; and Nature adls
without conftraint 3 finding always the ways
open, by which fhe may deliver her felf from
what is contrary, and hurtful unto her; fo
that nothing is now to hinder her from clo-
fing up the Wound, when ever fhe fhall find
her felf difpofed fo to do.

1f then Gunfbot-Wounds of this Nature, not-
withftanding the Havock that the Bullet
makes in the Places through which it paffes,
are fo eafily and fpeedily cured, by this Me-
thod ; we have all the Reafon in the World
to believe, that the Wounds, made by fbarp In-
fruments, where there is ordinarly only a fim=
ple Solution of Continuity, may be cured
with much greater facility.

But we muft obferve, that in this Way of
Drefling, great Care is to be had, of covering
fuch Wounds with good fubftantial Pledgets
of fuch bignefs, that there may be no danger
of their being pufh’d into the cavity of the
Breaft, by the weight of the incumbent Air:
And upon the Pledgets we muft applya firong
and agglutinative Plaifter 5 fuchas that of An-
dreas 4 Cruce 3 which alfo muft be fuftaind with
a Comprefs of four doubles, and all kept on
with the Napkin and Scapulary.; all which

' Precau-
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Precaution is neceffary to withftand the ep-
try of the Air, which otherwife,the ufe of Tents
being laid afide,might paf into the Thorax, and
there produce fatal Accidents,

M. Verdue, Tom. 1. Chap. 14. advifes ot
to ufe Tents in Wounds of the Breaft, for toe
long a time ; left thereby incurable Fiftula’s
be occafion’d.

CHAP ‘X
Of the Breaft.

OBSERVATION XIL

Henl was at Luferne, there was hrought

'to the Hofpital, in the Year 16$8,
2 Soldier of the Regiment of Saluce, who was
wounded with a Stilletto, (which is a Weapon
made in form of a Poniard) on the fide of the
Cartilago enfiformis; the Wound, as was evis
dently to be feen, when it was dilated, paffing
upwards by the fhort Ribs, and piercing the
Midriff in its flefhly part.

He was drefs’d with a Pledget only, cove-
red with an Incarnative that was pretty liquid.
The neceffary Diverfions were perform’d, and
fuch 2 Diet was ordered, as fuited beft with
the greatnefs of the Wound, and the Strength

and
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CHAP. XIV.

A Remark on One that was wounded mn
the Breaft. -

OBSERRVATION XIIL

N the laft mention’d Year, andin the ame

Hofpital 3 one of the wounded died op the
fifth or fixth Day of his Wound : And becaufe
it had not at al] appear’d to be mortal, the
Bullet having but glanc’d upon him, whereby
the fifth Rib, was only broken, and the
Pleurs flightly hurt, I opened him , 'that 1
might difcover the Caufe of his Death, At

firft I was of Opinion, that an Afthma, with

which he was afHited when alive 5 and which

had almoft quite difabled him for Services; -
had conduced much to the thortning of his
Days: But I was convinc'd of my miftake,
when I perceivd all the Parts in the Breaft
in a very good Condition ; on'y the Heart had
its Ventricles fill’d with Polypufes of the thick-
nefs of a large writing Quill, and about the
length of the little Finger ; there being four
in the right, and two in the left Ventricle,

If we may give credit to Dr, Lower of Oxford, -
in his Treatife on the Motion of the Hegrs .
We may ealily enough account for the Dearh

of
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 Of the lower B:lly and Loins,

OBSERVATION XIV.

N the fame Year 1688, a Soldier of the Re-
giment of Montferrat, called Sans Soucy,
was wounded by a Bullet ; which entring be-
fore at the Region of the .Navel, came out be-
hind at that of the Reins, plercing the right
Ureter, as it pafs’d along. He was at firft
drefs'd by one of the Mafter-Surgeons of 7u-
zin, who us’d to affift us 3 which he perform’d
after hisown Way.
' The Orifice which was in the Belly, not-
withftanding the Tewts which he usd y Was
clos'd up, after the falling off of the Efcar of
the Teguments : but it fared otherwife with
that in the Back; for that Surgeon being care-
ful to keep it open with a thick and long Tent,
hinder’d alfo the Re-uniting of the Ureter ,
which occufion’d the Urine to come forth as
the Wound. 1 having feen him one Day, ad-
vis'd the Surgeon Ipeedily to take away the
Tent, if he would avoid an incurable Fiftula ;
but my Words were to no purpofe ; for had
he comply’d with ‘em, he would have thought
he had offended againft the Rules of Art, and

G 2 angient
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geited of their own Opinions 5 and that which-
I pra&tife : for if in this Cafe, the firft had*
been continued: but for eight Days time, the
Wound had become either extreamly d1ﬂicult,
or impoffible t¢ be cur'd. Thisis confirm’d
by the Wound in the Belly ; the fpeedy Cure
whereof, is to be attributed to the Motion of
the Inteftines 5 which, contrary to the Delign
and Defire of the Surgeon, expell’d the Tent
fo foon as apply’d, in fuch fort that it was
compleatly cur’d, a little after the falling of
the Efcar.

W herefore we can never too much blame
thofe, who are fo obftinately wedded to the
Ufe of Tents, in Wounds of the lower Belly 3
they ought altogether to be laid afide, in {pite
of all the Objeétions that may be made on
their behalf, for which undoubtedly there is
no Real Ground. Experience gain'd by Pra-
¢tice, has io undeceiv’d me touching the Ufe
af Tents, that I have left off the Ulfe of them,
not only in the lower Belly, but even in all o-
ther places of the Body, unlefs upon a very
prefling Neceffity : But in Wounds of the E-
mulgent Veflels of the Reins, of the Ureters;
and of the Bladder 5 as alfo in thofe of the
Joynts, they occafion . Accidents which often-
times prove mortal: or otherwife leave be~-

hind them Infirmities, that ever after render:
Life miferable. .

G 3 G H AP,
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his Body. He fpent the Night in Reftlefnefs,.

“becaufe of Pains over all the lower Belly, and
- a violent Fever, which kept him from Sleep.
In the Morning I repeated the bleeding : He
had feveral Motions to vomit, but could not §
and nothing at all came from the Wound,
which was drefS’d as before.

There being two Enemies to be grappled
with, I propos’d to continue the Diverfions
withont Interruption 3 which was alfoapproved.
of by cur Phyficians, We ufed Potions, Jus
leps and Prtifanes, fuch as were moft proper
for purifying the Maf of Blood, and blunting
the Points of the Acidsy to which I added fome
Vulneraries 3 Suppofitories were us’d, to pro=-
cure Stools, but to no purpofe 5 which oblig'd
us to give him from time to time half a pound:
of Decoétion in a Clyifter, but with fmall fuc--
cefi. This Method we continn’d for feven
Days, without being able to obferve any con--
fiderable change, either as to the Fever, or:
the Pain3 in which time he was let Blood fix
~or feven times.. In fine towards the feventh:
or cighth Day of the Wound, his Bellly was
opened, and at firft he had a kind of a 4loody
Flix, but afterward, he voided pure Blood ,
tho’ in no great quantity.. I caus’d boil fome
vulnerary Plants with his Broth ; and made -
him take for fome Days fafting, a little [poon-
ful of our Samaritan Balfam, call’d that of the
Scripture, ., The Fever and Pains abated a

: G 4 ]il‘tlt:?
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g of Wounds, which pierce into any Cavity o

the Body , and hurt the inward Parts, de-
pends upon the Accidents: and it is of high
cogcern to a young Surgeon, not to confide
too much in his Probe, or thereby to give his
Opinion © he ought alfo to make all requifite
Diverfions 3 and to endeavour with all necef
fary Care, to avoid and prevent Accidents 3-
which too often, when arriv’d to a certain
height, become Proof againft all our Indea--
VOours.

A great many wounded Perfons, have been
fent to me, drefs’d at firft as if their Wounds
had been but flight ; which neverthelefs I
have found to be deep, and very confiderable.
It 1s fometimes not poffible, to put the Pati-

nt in the fame Pofture he was in, when he
received the Wound : So that it is an eafie
matter to be deceiv’d, if we truft to fuch
uncertain Tryals , as thofe made with the -
Frobe : The Parts may have chang’d their Si-
tuation, or they may be fwell’d ; or clotted
Elood gathered together in the Wound, may
“oppofe the Probe’s Paflage 3 or, when it can’t
tracg.the Way of the Inftrument that made
the W ound, it may flide along, between the
Interftices of the Mufcles. OQftentimes the
Wounded either know not in what Pofture
they were, or are miftaken therein ; or they’
are not in a Condition to give an Account.
¥inally, it is much better to exceed in Exad-

L nefs,
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ent Proof: But it is neverthelefs true, that
they are very dangerous, and their Cure un- -
certain ; being atttended with many Acci--
‘dents, the leaft of which may prove fatals .
Such as' Vemiting, a Diforder peculiar to this
Part ; or a Flux of Blood from the branches of
the Arteria caligca, the Vena Gaftrica and Gaf- -
frepiploica 5 whether fcarce any Aftringents
can reach, and where they can’t be kept ons.
allo Convulfions may be occafion’d by the
wounding of the Nerves that proceed from the
Recurrents : Add to thele, that by Wounds of
this part, the Chyle may be evacuated, fo
foon as made.

— N

CAAP XVII
Of the Perinzum.

OBSERVATION XVI..

Uring the Campagne of the foremention’d

Year 1688, a Soldier in the Regiment

of the Duke of Savey, and Company of St, .

George call’d La Coulenr, was fent to me, ha-

ving an 4bfcefs which cover’d all.the Perinaum
and part of the Scrotum.

After 1 had opened it on the left fide, at
that Place where ordinarly the Operation for
sxtradting the Stone is perform’d 5 there came

forth
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I have had many under my Hands, that
were wounded in the Bladder, which were all
"happily cur’d by the fame Method: And in-

deed if lofs of Subftance occafion’d by 5 core
rupting Matter of an Abfcefs, has beep reacly
enough made up ; itris eafie to belicve, tnat

fimple Divifions thereof by external "aules,
may with much more Eafe and Expedition be
united. This is fufficiently demonftrated, by
the great number of thofe which have recove-
red after Cutting for the Stome 1 And 1f {ome-
times Fiftula’s were left after this Operation ;
they have been occafion’d, by keeping Zents
in the Wound without any neceffity : I know
M. Verdue imputes this to the fharpnefs of the
Urine ; but that I can’t be perfwaded of 5 ha- -
ving obferv’d in many Places of my Travels,
that the country People have ns’d nothing elfe,
. but their Urine, to cure their Wounds.

But if we refleét a little on the Effefts
produc’d by Tents, which many People ufe in
the Divifions of this Part ; we may foon be
convinc’d, that they are the Caufe of this A¢-
cident, by keeping open a way for the pal-
fage of the Urine : which tho’ it cannot run
in a full Stream, fo long as it 1s hindred by
the Tem; yet this being penetrated by the
Urine, dulls the Senfe of the place, and turns
the Flefh Callous.

W hen a Wound abounds in Moifture, be the
Humor what it will, it is of dithcult Cure:

this
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fubftantial Agglutinative Plaifter , as that of
Crollius, with {mall longith Compreffes, and a
futhcient Bandage, as hath been faid ; but a-
bove all, we muft take Care that the Patient
be altogether at Retft, without any Diftur-
bance, Thefe are the Means, which I have
fonnd moft effetual, and moft fuccefsful, in
bringing fuch kind of Ulcers to a perfe@ Cure.

CilA £ XVIL
Of the Fundament.

OBSERVATION XVIL

Onfiue de Monrodon, Captain of a Batta-

| lion of the King’s Regement, command-
ed by M. Desbordes, having been four Years
ago cured of an Abfcefs in the Anus, there re--
mained ftill fome Fiftulous Sinufes, from which
there was always difcharg’d a great deal of
Matter : This Inconvenience oblig’d him, in
the Year 1695, to demand my Advice. Ha-
ving obferv’d feveral Cullofities about the A4~
nus with deep and winding Cavities, I pro=-
pos’d to him, to lay open the Fiftula, in or-
der to confume thefe Hardueffes, and cleanfe
the Bottom thereof, without which there was
no Hope of a perfet Cure.  But he calling to
Mind
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Having taken him under my Care, I dre’d
him only with the Red Balfam melted with an
equal quantity of the Samaritan Balfam s which
I pourd warm, into the Sinufes; and after -
having fill'd them therewith, I cover’d the O-
. rifice with a large Pledget dipt in the fame,
over which I put a Plaifter, and upon this
a Comprefs ; making all faft with a convenient
Bandage. [ causd him ufe fome ablorbing
Medicines to dull the Points of the Acids, and
Ptifanes to putrify the Bleod, and alfo fome
gentle Pwgatives. 'This Method fucceeded fo
well, that the Matter which was thin, putrid,
and corrofive, became laudable; the Flefh
which was loofe and wafted, by degrees reco-
ver'd its firmnefs 3 the Patient weat to Stook
every Day without any Painj; at Night alfo
he enjoy’d the Repofe which was fo neceflary
for him : and finally, in one Month’s time he
was compleatly cur’d 3 the Sores being brought
to a firm and laudable Scar, to the amazement
not only of the Patient hirhfelf, but of all thofe
alfo who knew, to what a deplorable Conditi-
on he was formerlv reduc’d; being without

all Hope of being cur’d. |

REFLECTION. | .

Thefe kinds of Diftempers, are extreamly
troublefome,that affeét parts, on which,by Rea-
fon of their neceffary Ufe, it is very difhicult

o
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gradually reftor’d to their former Tempera-
ture ; and that when the Points of the Acids
are breken, and the Mafs of Blood purifyed by
proper Remedies, the natural Balfam of the
Parts, doth cleanfe, fill up with Flefh, and
cicatrize, when ever the Occafion requires..

CHAP XIX
Of the upper Part of the Shoulder.
OBSERVATION XVIIIL

IN the Year 1678. as I travelled from Turin
towards Rome and Venice, there was brought
-to me, the Son of an Inhabitant of a certain
place called Lz Rofe, having an Abfcefs that
covered all the Acromion, and the upper part
of the Shoulder-bone of the right Side, with
a great Defluxion of Humour upon the Joynta.
I thewd his Father the urgent neceffity. there
"was of opening it, and the Accidents that
otherwife might enfue : but the fond Love he
had for his Son, made him withftand the Pro-
pofal. Some time after this it opened of its
felt ; and the thinneft part of the Matter,
- made its way through feveral Holes , into
which fo many Tents were put by a Surgeon of
the Place, who dre(s’d him, at his Father’s
Defire, This Method was followed for two

or
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terwards. He was cur’d in two Months time;
but his Arm was fomething more than other
two, before it recover’d its Strength.

REFLECTION.

This fudden good Succefs, falling out o un-
expeftedly, and at a time when I had cafually,
tho’ very feafonably, laid afide the ufe of Tents,
began to openmy Eyes and to make me enter-
~ tain an ill Opinion of them: For I could

" blame nothing on this occafion, fave the Tents,
" which had been fo long kept in the Sore, for
having caus’d all thefe Accidents, by the Irri-
tation and compreffion of the Parts: And
moreover by hindring the Difcharge of the
Matter, from one dreffing to another; where-
by it had time to gather, and to ferment, to
encreafe the Cavities, and Wafte of the Sub-
ftance, to moiften the Tendons, {lacken the
Ligaments, and to weaken and intirely ruin
the Part. Finally, themoft part of the Sym-
ptoms, ceafing with the leaving out of the
Tents; does fufficiently evince, that they pro-
ceeded from them : and had the firft Meshod
been continw’d in for 2 Month or two, a com-
pleat diflocation of the Head of the Shoulder-
bone, the corruption of the Ligaments, and in-
curable Fiftula’s, had certainly enfu’d ; and the
Patient would have thereby been made lame

during his Dife.
CHAP.
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Vinegar, which in a little time abated the In-
flammation of the Part, and leffened the
Swelling.

Diverfions were not omitted ; but in fpite
of all could be done, three Abfcefles were
form’d ; one at the bending of the Elbow in-
wardly, another on the outward and middle
part of the Arm, and the third on the hinder
and almoft loweft part of the Humerus They
were all three opened, and by their plentiful
Suppuration, the whole afflicted Member was
ealed. After three or four Splinters of the
Bone, that ftuck by their upper part only to
the Perioftium, were again Joyn'd, I bent all
my Endeavours to bring together, and unite
the Lips of the Wound: And when the Efcar
was intirely fallen, and the Symptoms vanifh’d,
I us’d only a fimple Incarnative, dreffing but
once in two Days: The Suppuration was but
fmall, and the Orifices begun apparently to
fill up, and in thirty Days were quite skin’d o-
ver: So that from thenceforth I us’d the rol-
ling Bandage and Plaifters, in order to fortify
the Callus 3 And now his Diet s increas’d, and

‘he is able to rife from his Bed. Finally he de-
parted to return to his Regiment, forty four
' Days after he had receiv’d the Wound.

H RELEC-
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CHAP XXIL
Of another Wound in the Arm.

OBSERVATION XXI.

T N the Year 1690. a little time after the
War was declard in Savoy’s a Soldier of

‘berd, on the middle and outward Part of the
left Humerus, whereby the Bonme was broken to
| pieces, with a Wound, and gteat Contufion,

Several portions of the Bone fiuck out a¢
- the Wound, which did ftill adhere to the Per;.

#m. 1 plac’d them ope by another, as

I rub’d the Part with 2 Powerfully diffolving
Balfam very warm, which I bad caus’d to pe
Prepard for Contufions. I joyn’d the Lips of
¢ Wound, and apply’d an Incarnative, j
sently roll’d the part with a Band about three
Fingers breadth above the Wound, and with
other as'-much below it; applying a Plaifter
made of Diapaim, diffolv’d in ‘Qy] of Rolfes,

nd Vinegar, between the Bands, the middle
! irt whereof ‘being oppofite to the Wound,

H 2 the
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and compleatly skin’d, about the twenty fe-
cond Day of the Wound : wherefore I thence-
forth dreS’d it only with Rollers, the Plai-
fter pro Fra@uris, and the neceffary Splents.
Since that time I have not feen him, becaufe -
then we parted from Luferme 5 but’tis certain .
- he was paft all Danger.

REELECTIQN.

If this Way ot Dreffing, be compar’d with
that of many Surgeons, who not only fill up.
the Sores with Lint, but allo at each Dreffing
move to and fro the broken.Pieces of ‘Bone,
In order to promote their Separatien, it may
be feen how different the Succefs will prove.
Had I treated this Wound ina rigorous man-
ner, fuch Accidents had undoubtedly happen’d
as would have baffied my Care. The Sup-
puration would have been great 3 and thus the
Pieces of the Bone, thereby quite feparated,
and carried into fome Cavity , had caus'd
many Abjcefles and Sinufes : which Diforders,
oftentimes caule a neceflity of Amputation ;
-and when the Strength is decay’d, they bring
on Death. After this I made ufe of a Piece of
white Iron, form’d in the fame Fafhion as the
Paft-board, with a Window opening upon the
Wound, which being lift up, I drefs’d it with-
‘eut moving the Body of the Machine. But
deeing in thofe Places where Hofpitals: are,

H 3 we
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the Fraéture : this Apparatus kept the Arm:
ftreight, and ferv’d inftead of a Defenfive..
Over all we apply’d the Pafi-board, and fup-
ported the Arm with a ! Sling. The Suppura-
tien was very moderate, and another piece of
Bone came afterwards away: We drefs’d but
ence in two Days; and on the twelfth or fif~
teenth of the Wound, the Flefh begun to co-
ver the Bone; for which Caule, we drefs’d
him only once in three Days, and that very
gently and fpeedily. Towards the twentieth
Day, the Wound began to be fil’d up. The
defeét of the Cubitus was made up with a Calluz,
and the Radius recover’d without Exfeliation ;
and all in four Weeks time : after which I only
us’d a Reller on the fraétur’d place.. About
this time we parted from Luferne, and I have

not feen hml fince.
KEFLECTION...

T he good Succefs, the Expedition, and the:
©entlenels of thele Cures, ought, in my O-
pinion, to give fome Reputation to this way
of Dreffing. I have not feen, fince firft I
~ entred upon Practice, any Method followed
that has been either fo fhort, {0 eafie for the
Patient, or fo certain in the Confequence.
Hereby thefe Pains are prevented, which or--
dinarily bring Fevers, that are attended with
many other Accidents . Ablecffes , Fluxions,

H a4 and
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reftrain’d the great Flux of Bleod between
Dreffings : But at the time of Drefling he
bled exceflively. The Blood which was ex-
travafated in the Member, did there corrupt, .
and caus’d Abfcefles in feveral Places. But at
laft, his Surgeon, feeing that his Strength was
daily diminithed, and fearing fome fatal Acci-
dent, caus’d him to be fent to Oulx.

His Weaknefs was advantageous to him :
for whereas Amputation was chiefly indicated,:
his lofs of Strength was a contrary Indication

- that prevail’d over the former. I dilated the

Wound that I might difcover the Artery, and:
empty the Part, of that Matter and clotted
Blood , wherewith it was fil'd. But being.
then unfurnifh’d with fuch things as were ne-
ceflary for my Defign, I apply’d a Button of
Yitriol to the Opening of the Arterys; and

having fill'd the Wound with Lint, and apply’d

the other Dreffings neceflary on fuch Occafi-

. ons, I let him Blood twice, but in finall quan-
 titles ; and gave him certain Emulfions, where- -
- 1n were mix’d fome Anodyne Medicines, to re-

tard the Motion of the Blood. I let two Days:

- pafs without Drefling ; but on the third, I
 found all I had done, was to no purpofe. At

- the Place where the Artery was opened, there
' was a confiderable and painful Swelling ; the
- Lant that filFd the Wound, was heav’d up
' with the Pulfation, and a Bloody Water came .

~out, which prefag’d the fudden return of the,
I H 5 'Blﬁfdiﬂgu .
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Bleeding. X caus’d prepare my Troches of
Rofe-water; Gum-Dragant and Vitriol, with fome
good Skyptick Water, and two Days after I took
out all that which #ll'd the Wound: 1 alfo
took away the Efcar made by the Vitriol,
and the Fungus that was grown in the Wound 3
which I further dilated to give vent to the
Blood, that had diffus’d it felf through the
Flefh, beyond theextent of the Wound. All
this time I repre’d the Bleeding by the
Turnkey , which 1 caus’d to be flackned , to-
difcover again the Opening of the Artery, to
which I apply’d two little Troches, fupported
by a fmall Comprefs, dipt in the Styptick ¥Wa-
ter : 1 fil'd the Cavity of the Wound with
-Doffels pretty hard 3 and moiften’d in the fame
Liquor ; then I tooka large Comprefs of three
Fingers breadth 3 thick, anda Foot in length,
cover’d only with Bole diffolv’d in Vinegar 3
this I apply’d along the Artery, even to the
Arm-pit 5 and laftly an aftringent Plaifter,
which I made faft with Comprefles, and firong
Bandage. 1 caus’d the Arm to be laid on -a
Pillow, with the Hand higher than the Elbow..
Two Days after, I unty’d the Rollers, and
took off the Comprefles and the Plaifter; and
feeing things in a good Condition, I apply’d
new Aftringents, without touching the Wound.
This Method I continn’d two or three Days:
afterward I begun to remove the Doflels that
were outmoft, fuftaining always the others
with
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with new ones, hindering alfo thofe which
were next tothe Artery to fall off untill the
Suppuration were begun, that time might be’
given to the Flefb, to cover the Artery; the
Bleeding being very well ftop’d. In effeét a-
bout ten or eleven Days after the A pplication
of thefe Dreffings, all came off of its own Ac-
cord, not one drop ot Blood following ; for the
Artery was pretty well cover’d. All this was
done in prefence of M. Davejan, one of the
Phyfitians of the Hofpital, a Man of Integri-
ty, Merit, and great Skill, Finally the
Wound was in a little time compleatly cured. -

REFLECTION:

Thefe kinds of Wounds, where Arteries are
opened, are of all others the moft ticklifh -
they give a great deal of Trouble 3 -and but lit-
tle Reputation is-gain’d by their Cure.  Every
one knows, that there was no place for the Q-
peration of the Aneurifma, where this Artery
was opened ; ‘and that it was neceffary either
to cut off the Member, or to let the wounded
Perfon perifh, or to ftop the Bleeding by
fuch means as I us’d. By this we may fee,
that it is not good to be too hafty in cutting
offa Member, where Arteries are opened that
admit not the Aweurifmay that we ought not
to difpond, tho’ our firft Attempts to ftop the

Flux of Blood, prove wnfuccefiful ; and that
' the
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But I may fay,that all thofe [ have drefs’d,in
thefe latter times, tho’ by the Wounds, the
part has been very much fhatter’d and torn,
have been always cur’d, without lofing what
remain’d of the Member, and with little or no
difcharge of Splinters of the Bones, or lofs of
Fingers, or their Joynts.

In this kind of Wounds, as well as in others,
I have avoided frequent Dreffing , and the Ufe
of putrefying Medicines: and I own that I
have ever found the Spirit of Wine, avery fuc-
cefsful Remedy in Wounds of the Extremities,
and in thofe of Nervous Parts. I have us’d
it it chiefly in Hofpitals, where it brought al-
ways a {pcedy Relief. |

Many of the Ancients, have ordered to
keep open for fUme confiderable time, the
Wounds of the Nerves and Temdons ; to give
vent to fuch Matter, as by its Stay, might
corrupt the Subftance of the Parts.

But Experience has tanght me, that ’tis
much more benificial to the wounded in fuch
Cafes, to hinder, than to promete the Suppu-
ration 3 by doing betimes what is neceflary to
prevent Fluxions upon the Part : fome-
times applying good Defenfives to the fuperi-
or Parts, to reprefs the aéivity of the Blood
and fome times ufing refolving Anodines to the
Place affli¢ted, if there is need, to prevent
or take off the Pain, from which moft comen-

ly the Accidents proceed that attend fuch
' Wounds
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Wounds 3 and to ftave off at the fame time the
- Attempts of the A4ir, which is the greatefy E-
nemy of the nervous Parts.

I can aver, that by ufing. this Method, I

‘have cur’d fuch Wounds much more fuddenly,
than I could any other Way. I believe alfo,
feeing all are agreed that the Air'ls pernicious.
to Wounds in general, that none will queftion
but thefe of the Nerves, receive thereby a
more notable prejudice, than thofe of any o-
ther Parts of the Bodyj confidering their
Tendernefs,the Nature of their Subftance, and
theirTemperament. I leave it then to Confide- -
ration, whether Wounds of this kind, could
be defended from the Injuries of the Air, if
they were kept open,  according to the Opini-
on of the Ancients.

But it will be faid, that’tis extremely diffi-
cult, after all poflible Precaution, to avoid
the ufe of putrifying and érritating Medicines, .
and of Dilaters, in Cures that are tedious :
For if fuch things as breed Flefh, and are bal-
{amick be us’d, when the Wound at the fame -

time muft be keept open, there will be a ne- - -

ceffity of confuming inceflantly the Flefh with
Cathereticks; whiclr are very apt by the Pain
they caufe, to prodece Accidents, efpecially
in parts fo fenfible as thefe.
- Now to this I fay, that if Suppurating and .
Putrifying Medicines are us’d, there almoft e-
ver infallibly follows a great Suppuration ; and
fometimes -
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fometimes a total Diffolution of the nervous
and tendinous Parts: Efpecially if Tents or
Dilaters be alfo imploy’d 3 which, if but for a
{fmall time they touch fach Parts, do often~
times draw on Incurable, and fometimes Mor-
tal Symptoms.

Wherefore, I have ever judg’d it beft, to .
clofe up the Wound fo foon as poffible , on
fuch Occafions ; chiefly when there is no ex-
traneous Body, which of neceflity muft be
drawn forth 3 or if all requifite Diligence, has
been already at firft Drefling us'd to that in-
tent. In fine, the’ I have ever, not only a-
voided with all poffible Care, the ufing of pu-
trifying Things ; but alfo have indeavoured to
drefs as Seldom as might be ; I dare affirm,
that in this way of praftice, there never hap-
pened even the leaft Accident, to all that great
number of wounded Perfons, dreft according
to it, in our Hofpital at Brianfor.

- Parems, Book 10. Ch. 9. thews, that by this
Method he fucceifully cur’d the Pricking
.of a Tendon, which King Charles the ninth, had
received in Blood-letting : The’ in another
Place, he exceedingly finds fanit with thofe,
who ufe the Stitch to wounded Tendons: He
would undoubtedly have been of another Mind,
had he liv’d, and feen, as I and many others
have done, how often the deceas’d M. Bien-aife,
an expert. Surgeon, has perform’d the fame
with Succefs in his Houfe at Paris. But aftlel'r

dily
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and Inflammation were leflened 3 and I began
to think, that things were in a pretty good
Condition : I kept in the Wound only a little
Tent,about the length of two Fingers Breadth,
very foft, and of pretty fine Lint.

Thus the firft Accidents were vanquifh'd ;
but, others more troublefome and more ob-
ftinate yet remain’d : for the Suppuration and
Flux of Humours was fo prodigioufly great,
that I verily believ’d, his whole Body would
thereby have been diffolv’d. At every time
- we opened the Wound to drefs it, which was
twice a Day, more than a Pint of Matter
came away, befides what was difcharg’d be-
tween Dreffings, which might be judg'd as
much : Inthe mean time the Strength of the
Wounded Perfon was more and more impair-
ed, and his Body infenfibly wafted away.

I could afcribe all thefe Accidents, to no-
thing elfe but the Bullet, which remain’d in
the Member : and this I the rather inclin’d
to think, in regard that almoft all the Bullets,
that were drawn from Wounds during this
Campagne, were full of Sublimat, or Glafs;
and many others of other Metals, and Tin.

I advifed with M. Conte, then at Luferne,
Surgeon in Ordinary to his Royal Highnefs ;
who being acquainted with the Order of Cure,
and the Symptoms, was of Opinion, that by
Purging the Moifture might be dry’d up;

this was accordingly put in pradtice.
L
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- I was fo eagerly defirous to effeét this Cure,
as if all my Reputation had depended upon
the Succef3 : and indeed it appear’d, as if Pro-
vidence had thereby defign’d to open my Eyes,
and to make ufe of me for the Relief of ma-
ny others being qualified for that end, by the
Experience I therein attain’d.

The Wounded Part was greatly difordered
by the Purging, yea in fuch fort that I fear'd a
Gangreen : the Fever was encreas’d , and the
Patient had quitted all his Hopes, notwith-
ftanding the Affurance he had conceived, of
being cur’d under my Hands. |

As for my felf, I began to defpair; although
it is my Humour never to give over Ly
Wounded Patient, fo long as Life continues :
For his Thigh was all aver livid, and the fpa-

|

ces between the Mufcles, yea all the Member,

was fill'd and foak’d with Matter, which eve-
ry Dayincreas'd, the Wound being as it were
an inexhauftible Fountain. I confidered with
my felt a thoufand times, if there was any

thing more I could do,or any thing further to -
be us’d. I had perform’d all that Art pre-

fcribes, to dry up that Matter wherewith the
Part was ever fill'd ; having us'd not only hard
Bandge with expulfive Comprefles, to hinder

its gathering together and abude in the part 3
but alfo ﬁzdu{iﬁck Decoétions, tho” allin vain..
I was alfo thinking,to make a Counter-QOpen-

ing under the TLigh, to give a more free

courfe
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courfe to the Matter, and to hinder its Stay ;
but on fecond thoughts, I believ’d it would be
to no purpofe. : .

M. Conte, and generally all whe faw the
Man, defpair’d of his being cured 3 and told
me, that I vex’d my felf in vain, as if all my
Reputation had depended upon the Cure,

Although I had hitherto affay'd all forts of
Means in Vain, yet I was obftinatly bent to
find out fome other Way, by my own Confide-
ration; feeing the wounded Perfon himfelf was
alfo defperate. -

As I have formerly faid, I had hitherto
kept in the Wound a little Tent, about two
Finger’s breadth long, and very foft: This I
refolv’d altogether to lay afide, and to drefs
the Wound with a Pledget and Plaiffer only,
and fuch a Bandage, as might be fufficient to.
keep ‘em on. _ £

This affrighted the poor dying Man 5 and it
was with great difficulty that now I could ob-
tain his Confent, to have that power over
him which of right belong’d to me, and what
formerly he had fo freely granted.

In the Evening to my great Surprife, I
found him in a much better Condition : The
Matter came not away in {o great a quantity :
That night he flept ‘much better than ever yet
he had done, fince he receiv’d his Wound 3
and in the Morning I found him yet better :
This Evening the Matter began to be of a

good
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- 4in ordinary, and Chief Surgeon to their Roya?
- Highneffes,a Man of great Learning and Expe-
rience, to be efteem’d, as well for his profound
Knowledge, as his eminent Vertue: And ha-
ving related to him a difcription-of the Cure,
Le confirm’d me in my Opinion.

It was here therefore, in the King’s Hofpi-
tal fettled at Brianfom, that I drew out feve-
ral Obfervations which I had made, and fome
Accounts I had kept of many Cures, done in
different Times and Places; in order to make
up a Colledion of them, together with fome
others done in this Hofpital. !

But to return to the preceding Cure 3 it is
convenient to obferve, that tho’ the Bullet
was lodg’d in the Member, vet no Difadvan-
tage did thereupon enfue to the Patient:
which made me think for a time, that the
Buliet, hitting upon the Belly of fome large
Mufcle, might have rebounded the fame way
by which it enter’d. But I found my felf out
in my Calculation : for being at Turiz about
a Year and half after this Cure; I was fent
for, from the Cittadel where 1 ftay’d 5 and
when I came, I found this fame Perfon whom
I had cur’d of his Wound, who fhew’d me a -
a little Adbfcefs that was form’d upon the old
Scar. 1 opened it without Difficulty , and
perceiving fomething white and hard, with
my Inftrument I drew out the Bullet, which
was flat, with a piece of the Thigh-bone ftick-

ing
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Alexander Bemediltus reports, that a certain
Man was wounded in the Back with an Arrow,
the Head whereof could not be got out, being
bearded, and two Finger’s breadth in length:
which yet two Months after the Wound was

«<cured, the Patient voided by Stool.

Hildanus in his 6th Obfervation tells us, that
he took out the point of a Knife, which had re-
main’d two years,among the acute Procefles of
the Verterbrz of the Loins, without producing
any Accident there.

Let us now therefore acknowledge that Nz-
ture is wonderful in her Operations ! Thefe
Examples, together with my own Experience,
and Reafon, have made me very cautious in
drawing forth of Bullets » when they are not
lodg’d in Places where they may marr, or

‘quite deftroy the Ation of any Part; nor in

danger of falling into fome Cruity,

This Cure, is of it felf enough to convinee
any one of the Advantage, and to eftablifh the
Credit of my Praétice ; it having been pub-
lickly perform’d, yea authoriz’d and approv’d
by many learn’d Phyficians, and skillful Sur-
geons of the Court of Szuay,

Since that time, I have in feveral Places,
and in diverfe Hofpitals, cured many, who
have had their Thighs pierced quite through,
without either Tents or Dilaters ; fave only in
the firft Drefling, for {upporting and contain-
ing the Aftringents neceffary to ftop the Bleed-

: ing
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which wéat in at the outward and middle,
and came out at the inward and upper part

- thereof. He was dreft tor four whole Months

|
|

by a Surgeon of the Army, very well skill’d in
his Imployment, but who followed the com-
mon Method : He had alfo advis'd with the
Surgeon Major of Pignerol, who had given o-
ver hopes of the Cure: The Surgeon that had
him under Cure, not thinking to make any
long ftay in this City, propos’d to me, after
fo long a time, to undertake the Care of dref-

| fing him ; which I al% did. |

I found five or fix Holes in his Knee, all of
them fil'd with Tents that were hard, and

- long enough to reach to the Bottom. His

Leg and Foot were fwell'd, his Body very
thin, and he had 2 flight Fever, which had ne-
ver left him from the firft time he receiv’d
his Wound, with perpetual Watchings, and
a Loathing of all kind of Food. |

I began to leave out all the Tents , and
with a fmall Incifion at the loweft Part
thereof, Idilated the Wound : laid afide the
Aromatick Wine, that had been o long us’d

. to no purpofe ; and left off the ufe of 2 certain

Injection, which being apply’d twice a Day,
by the Intolerable Pains it occafion’d , had
mangled all the Joynt, and caus’d 3 communj-
- cation amongft all the Holes, which were ex-
attly ftopt with the Fingers, every time that
| . I Medigine
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Medicine was employ’d, that it might make
fome Stay in the Part.

I drefsd him indeed with the Remedies,
‘that had been formerly us’d ; but I took Care to
apply them more conveniently, and to accoms
modate ’em better to the Nature of the Part;
and- of the Wound.

When I came to fee him the Day following,
fo foon as he faw me he embrac’d me, and
fwore in the prefence of many Officers, that
he was-inexpreffibly oblig’d to me: Ands
which was no lefs furprifing than true, he told
sme, that he had flept all Night, tho’ he had
not done fo, fince the firft Day of his Wound:
‘that he felt no more Pain in his Knee, and be-
lieved his Fever was gone.

He was fo encourag’d with this good Suc=
<efs, that from that time forth he thought him=
felf cured. For five or fix Days, he was:
drefs’d after the fame manner once @ Day 35
and-after that once every other Day j nei-
ther did I change the Oyntments and Plai-
fters, which had been fo long us'd before with-
outany Advantage. The Cure was compleat
ed in lefs than a Months After which I ad-
vis’d him to go into his own Country, there to
nfe the Waters, in order to firengthea the
Part that was weakened by the frequent Drefs
fing, and if poffible to enable him freely to ex=

gend it |
REFLEC-
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R E_FLE*CTION.

It appears by this Cure, that a good Method
is the moft effectyal Remedy, and the princi-
pal Inftrument in healing Wounds. If any
Man will but be at the Pains, to ponder this
= Cafe, I doubt not but he will pe convinc'd,

that the Zents, the Injeftion, and the other

humid things wherewith the Part was perpe-
- tually moiftened, were the Caufe of the de-
plorable Condition of the Wound. Now if

{fuch a thing, as it oftep falls out, had hap-

pen’d to a common Soldier, under neceffity of

being fent to an Hofpital, and treated jn the
common Way ; he muft have endur’d twenty

Deaths by the tedions and painful Dreffings :

Yea, it is certain, that pe conld never have

held up under them's. being at the fame time

depriv’d of 3] neceflary Cunve'niences, brea-

thing in an unhealthful and corrupted Air,

and. having' Food, neither f hourithing, nor

given him at fuch feafonable times, a¢ 5 Cap-

tain-might; who was Wiling’ to fpire: nothing,
. thatmighr conduce to the'Prefervation: of his
. -Life, : '

|
i " The Account I have given of this Cure, Has
|
|

nmothing in it which. is not exactly conformakle

to theTruth. TheGen tleman who was wounded
- himfelf made the fame Relation to M, Goiffons,
lr devery learnld . and experiency Phyfician of
| # X
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Lyon, and Chief Phyfician of the King’s Ar-
mies in Italy.

*Tis true, the Wounds of the Joynts require
very great Care, there being few that are ob-
noxious to more troublefom Accidents : and
when the Part is much fhatter'd, they are
judg’d mortal. However 1am very certain
that great Abufe is committed, in the man-
ner of Dreffing them; and this I judg'd my
felf oblig’d not to conceal.

- The Foynts mOreover, arc Nervous Or ten-:
dinous Parts, and are known to be of a cold
and moift Temperament: wherefore they
amuft be guarded from the Attacks of the Air;
they muft not be exafperated by the Touches
of Tents and Dilaters 5 putrifying Medicines
muft be fupprefs’d, becaufe they 'weaken the.
Parts to which they are apply’d, and ruin
thefe that are nervous and tendinous. |

All thefe liquid things which are common=
ly us'd, areallo hurtful to the Joynts; fuch
25 Aromatick Wine, Fomentations, and Inje-
&ions, &c.  Such things as are heating and
drying are profitable : We muft endeavour to
hinder the Wafte of the Spirits ; and feafon-
ably to perform the neceffary Diverfions ; ob-
ferving a drying and {lender Diet, and ufing
fo the Wound Sarcotick Medicines, fuch as
Balfams, or Spirit off Wine; avoiding alfo
long and frequent Dreffings. If this Method'is |
followed, all thefe Accidents, which ordina-

rily
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rily accompany Wounds of this Nature, will
be prevented.

Fabricius ab Aguapend:mte, in his firft Part;
- Book 1. Chap. 4g9. treating of Wounds in the
Joynts, fays, That they are not only ex-
treamly hard to be cur’d, but alfo dangerous
- and mortal; and he adds, that the Cure is
dangerous and difficult, botl) in regard of their
own Effence, and alfo of that of the Joynts ;.
for Nature being the Caufe that produces Flefh,
and fills up Wounds, is lefs vigorous in the
Joynts, which are cold. in Temper, and de-
ftitute of Blood and Fleih, than elfewhere
elpecially when weakened. yet further by @
Wound. :

Afterwards in the fame Chapter, being fup-
ported by the Authority of Galen, in his third
Book Of Fraftures, he affirms, That whatever
lies under the Skin, is advantag'd by being
cover’d therewith : and confidering that the
Joynts are cold, withont Blood, and without
Fle, he fays that their natura] Heat is {oon
extinguithed, elpecially when expos’d to the
Cold of the 4ir., Thefe were the Thoughts
of this Author, who was accuftomed to ufe the
Stiteh on fuch Occafions, to proteét this kind
of Wounds, from the Injuries of the A4ir.

He further adds in the faime Chapter, that
Wounds in theJoynts ought not to be left open,
or exposd to the cold Air, becaufe thereby
we run the hazard of quenching the Natural

£ 3 Heat. '
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Heat, and of a Gangrene 3 or if this fhould
not fall out, yet is there feldom feen any Di-
geftion in the Wound, when fo treated. |
Thefe Parts then, as hath been faid, are -
naturally very weak, deftitute of Heat, and
plentifully watered with Moifture ; which by
reafon of the abounding Salts, is apt to con-
tract an Acrimony and Matignity ; efpecially
when it is retain’d in the Part with Tents
Now this fame Moifture, infinuating it felf
into the Pores of the nervous Fibers, fails
not to harden them, and render them callous ;
from whence it comes, that thefe Wounds of-
ten end in Fiftuls’s. ’Tis obfervable alfo,
that if there happen any Change or Diforder
in the Blood, this Humour becomes {o cerro=
five, that it rots the Bones, and deftroys the
Parts where it comes. Long and frequent
Drefling moreover, occafion the like Acci-
dents, becanfe of the Admiflon of the Air,
that increafes the force of the Acids, and ea-
fily defiroys that fmall Portion of Spirits and
Heat, with which thefe Parts are furnifb’d. -
- All thele things are of the greateft Impor-
tance, and well deferve our ferious Confide-
ration : and if Reafon in any thing ought. to

~prevail over Cuftom, ’tis chiefly here, where

the Life of Mankind is concern’d, which is a
thing fo precious, that it very well Merits our
moft particular Care.

After
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~ After all,T am of the Mind, that the Autho--
rity of fo famous a Perfon as Fabricius ab Aqua-
pendente, ought to give fome Reputation to my
Opinion.  But before T conclude this Chapter
F will moreover afhirm, that if Wounds in the -
Joynts are hard to be cur’d, and often degene-

rate into Fifbula’s 5 this isnot fo much owing

to the weaknels of thefe Parts, as to to the Man--
ner, us'd by moft part of Surgeons, in drefling
them.

CHAP XXVIIIL
.‘ | Of the Leg.

OBSERVATION XXVII.

£\ Ne Iz Grandeur, who was of the Guards

of the Marfball de Cutinat, General of

the King's Forces in Italy, being at the Siege

- Of Luxemburg in the Year 1684. had received

a Wound, with the Shiver of a Granade, in

the left Leg, which left behind it an Ulcer

- near the inward Ankle, that had baffed the
. Care of the Surgeons. |

This Man being at Piguerol, about the be-

. ginning of the Year 1692. took a Refolution

. to have his Ulcer cur’d, tho’ it had been of 2

pretty long ftanding, and was to him infteéad

' of an Iffue. Here he finds a Surgeon pliant

| T K &', enough
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enough 3 who, without forefeeing what Acci-
dents might follow, or confidering the Evil
Difpofition of Body, and the bad Conftitution
of the Patient, takes bim in Hand, dreffeshim,
and heals. up this Ulcer. -

But in a little time after, he had ample Oc-
cafion to repent tbe rafthnefs of his underts-
king : For the impure Humors of- that un-
wholfom Body, which had taken their Courfe
that Way, not finding any Outgate, were by
degrees gathered together in the Member,
and by their Stay, arriv’d at a pitch of Malig-
nity fufficient to caufe a Gangrene. _

On the middle and inward Part of the Leg -
there arofe a Tumor, or {welling, which was®
forthwith taken by his Surgeon, who had very
little underftanding in fuch Cafes, for a Phleg-
mony whereupon without further Deliberation,
he begins with Bleeding, which he repeated
five or fix Times. :

The Humour retain’d in the Part, not being
able to come to a perfe&t Concoftion, becaule
of the defe&t of Heat and’ Spirits, made its
malignity appear, and cerrupted a great Part
of the Leg. The Gangrene appeared: And
the Surgeon made an opening in the higheft
part of the Tumor, from whence came forth a
little feetial Lympha. But the Difeafe increa-
firg’ every Moment, both the Patient and the
Surgeon were allarm’d, and fought out for
- {ome

-
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fome Body to advife with, about cutting off
the Member.

[ was order’d by the Marquefs of Chamlay,
Who was then at Pignerol, to go fee him, and-
to employ my utmoft Care to retrieve him if
poflible, from that miferable Condition, [
made incifions in his Leg, from the Knee t6
the Ancle on the infide, and touch’d it with 3
very piercing Spirit fo far as the Gangrene
reach’d : I ordered for the Patient the ftrong-
cft Cordials, not forgetting Oriental Bezoar,
and generous Wine, which I caus’d to he given
him from time to time.

Three Days pafs’d over, in {pite of all I
_conld do, before a Stop was put to the pro-

grefs of the Gangreme ; The unfeafonable
Bleedings, his Diet, his Fever, and the other
Evils with which he was oppreft, had fo im-
pair'd his Strength, that nothing could be
hop’d therefrom.  Neverthelefs, I judg’d no
‘Way woi’d be more compendious and effeétn-
al, than that of Sweat, to withftand the Evil
In its Principle, and to. eafe Nature overwhel-
med with"a World of Impurities : Wherefore:
I did my Endeavour to procure it ; and for
- that Purpofe made him take one Evening a-
- gentle Sudorifick,

This Remedy had all the fuccefs could ex-
- peét 5 the Patient fweated a little that Night,
. which forthwith put a ftop to the Courfe of
- the Gangrene, The Efcar came away but very

A I s % flowlys
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The next Day, very little Matter came a-
way 3 and the Day after that, yet tes : The
fwelling, and Pain of the Thigh were dimi-
nifht thg large and deep Sinus was fil’d up
in four or five Days ; thusthe Operation I de-
fign’d was prevented, and the Patient cur'd in -
ten or twelve Days after. -

REFLECTION.

"Tis no wonder, that very many able Sur-
geons, have been deceiv’d, without perceiv- -
1ng it, in the too frequent ufe of Tents, and
Pilaters, thefe fatal Inftruments; feeing I,
who had bid them open difiance. could not
- keep my felf from a Surprife : And indeed he

muft be a capital Enemy to’em, and have ex-
perienc’d their pernicious confequences, who
can imagine that a thing fo fmall, as this Tent -
- was, could occafion fich confiderable Acci-
dents.

I was much amaz’d at this Event, and con~ -
firmed thereby in my Averfion for Tents and
Pilaters 5 refolving now to ufe more Caution
_ than ever, if I thoud at any Time be neceffi- -
- tated to ule them. ‘

I willingly own, that the Colleétion of Mat-
ter under the Thigh was not occafion’d by
Tents : They are not always the Caufe of
- Impoftumations, nor of the Accidents that
. follow. Notwithftanding their Ufe contributes

; much -
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CHAP. XXIX.
Of another Hurt in the Leg,
"OBSERVATION XXVIIL

N that fame Year, when I was in the Hof~

pital of Brianfon, there was brought thither
a Soldier of the Colonel’s Company in Ca-
tinat’s Regiment of Foot », who had both
the Bones of his left Leg broken together with
a Wound, two Fingers breadth below the Gar-~ -
ter: This Accident befell him upon the Works'
of the forefaid City. : v

The lower part of the Tiliz, came out at
the Wound, and pafs’d over its upper Part
two Fingers breadth ; wherefore we were ne-
ceflitated to make a vigorous Extenfion, be-
fore we could put all things in their right
Place : We joyued the Lips of the Wound,
and drefS’d with Pledgets only 3 having made
an Embrocation, to diffolve a very confidera-
ble Bruife, to which we 2 PPly’d our Diapalma
diffolv’d : Two or three Fingers breadth a-
bove the Fraéture, we encompafs’d the Mem-
ber with a little Roller, ufing another in like
manner below it; the fpace between we fill'd
up with deuble Compreffes, dipt in Wine or
Brandy : under the Leg we usd a Paft-board,

1o
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REFLECTION.

By this Cure, which was publickly per-
- form’d, it appears s that it is not abfolutely
neceflary, to widen the Wound in complica-
ted Frattures, as fome are of Opinion 3 for
lo foon as it is dilated, the Cavity is fil’'d with
Matter, that flides in between the broken
Bones ; and being once there, it is impoffible
to bring it away, ‘or hinder its Stay ; and thus
it alters and rots the Bone which it touches 3
it dilutes and depraves the nutricious Juice
thereof, mixing with it, and rendring it un-
fit_for breeding a Callus: Finally, it caufes
Exfoliations and Separations of Bones from the
Extremities of the Fra&ure ; and oftentimes
fliding along the Bone upon the Perigfteum,
produces Abfcefles, and Sinufles very hard to
be cur’d.

T'he Patient all this time, is in very great
danger ; chiefly in an Hofpital, where he is
every day tormented once, and often twice,
with long and painful Drefling. The Part is
weakened, and the whole Body wafted away.
Befides ’tis obfervable that but few Fractures
that are accompany’d with a Wound, are ever
cur'd in Holpitals, efpeciaily when dref’d ac-
cording to the ordinary Method ; and above
all, thefe of the Thighs and Legs, where the
Wounded is confin’d to his Ded, are moft fel-
dom curd. . Among






———
-

The Hofpital-Surgeon. 185

middle, with a Wound fix Fingers breadth
long, and two in width. This was one of the
moft confiderable Fraétures that had come un-
der our Care in this Hofpital, and yet one of
thefe that were fooneft cur’d.

After we had reduc’d the Fraéture, we
joyned the Wound,and dreft it with a good In-
carnative; we fomented where it was neceffary,
and put on the Dreflings in the manner above
defcrib’'d, we perform’d the ufual Diverfions,
and left all untouch’d for three Days. We
dreft it a fecond time after the fame manner,
letting it alone again other: three Days: In
fine, at the fourth .drefling, that is upon the
twelfth Day from the firft drefling, the Wound
was quite fill'd up, and more than half skin’d
over ; wherefore ftraightway, as gently as
was poffible, we took off the Bandage with
eighteeen tails, ufing inftead thereof Rollers,
with light and eafy Splents upon the Fraéture :
no Accident happen’d during all the time. 1In

fourty Days {pace he was able to walk with

Sticks, which alfo he laid afide foon after.
REFLECTION.

T his wounded Man was fhewed as a- Prodi-
gy, to all who came to the Hofpital. Tho'
this Cure had been the only one, I had ever
perform’d this way ; yet the Succefs I had
therein, had been fufficient to convince me of

the
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* had two Wounds upon the 0s fincipitis of the
- right fide with the Bone uncover’d; all his Face
was bruis’d ; three of the true Ribs on the
fame Side, were forc’d inwards ; he had many
Bruifes on his Body ; his right Arm was out
of Joynt; andthe Hand all torn; both his
Legs were broken and fhatter’d, the Right
one without a Wound, and the Left with one :
All which Havock was caus’d by a Fall from a
very high Rock, near the Barrier of the Fort

b A Exdle,
- All his Wounds were drefs’d, but thefe of
~ his Head, which were not obferv’d till the
next Day. His Arm was reduced; his right
* Leg, which was broken about three Fingers
breadth above the Ancle, was dreft with the
circular Bandage; the left with that of eigh-
- teen tails ; the 7#biz was broken to pieces in
the middle ; many of the Splinters were out
of their Places, being unloos’d from the Bone
at one Eads and o could not he brought toge-
_ ther, and altogether fet right in the firft
Dreflings ; the Orifice of the Wound was not
large, and we did not dilate it : It bled indif-
ferent much for the three or four firft Days.
X let the bleeding ftay of it felf, without w-
- fing Aftringents. I let him Blood many Times,
- both in regard of the Contufions and Fraétures,
. and alfo becaufe of the forcing in of the Ribs,
- Which occafion’d a great difficulty of breathing.
- Tcaus’d a hole to be made in the Straw-Bed
and
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and Cloathes, which was fowed round, to af-
ford him the conveniency of going to Stool,

~without being removed; it being impofiible
to touch him, without putting him to grievous
Torments. The Wounds in the H=ad were
foon fill'd up, withoutany apparent Exfoliati-
on ; the Bruifes in his Face were remov'd ;
his Ribs were reftor’d by means of fticking
le&em, and the difficulty of breathing, con-
tinu’d but for fix or feven Days: The Diflo-
cation of his Arm, and the Wounds of his
Hand gave us no trouble: The fimple Frac-
ture, tho’ the Bone was fhatter’d, was not fol=
low’d with any Accident ¢ the Wound of the:
compound one, was compleatly heal’d in eight
or nine Days ; after which, we put little Bol~
fters upon the protuberant pieces of the that-
tered Bone, tying them on with Rollers ;
which had fo good fuccefs, that at the next
Dreffing, no inequality was to be feen. A-
bout the fortiethDay after the receiving hisFall
he was able to ftand up with Crutches; and
his left Leg that had the complicated Fratture,
was ftronger and more clever, than the Right,

that had the fimple one only; whwh e
much admir’d by many.

REELECTF¥QN.

T Lis Cure may be of excellent Ufe, to efta-
blifh the Credit of the others, if there is.any.

need.
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need thereof. That which makes it remarkz-
ble, is, the two Fra@tures of a different Kind,
in the fame Perfon, one of them being compli-
~cated, which yet was fooneft cur’d ; and the
Patient was able to ufe the Leg wherein it was,
before the other. M. Davejan, and M. Mi-
chellet, the King’s Phyficians in this Hof; pital,
knowing Men, and beyond all Exception,
were Witnefles of what I have here related 3
and know that I have added nothing to the
Truth: ’tis thoughtialfo, that this is the firfk
time, that a complicated Frature was dreft
after this manner in this Hofpital, tho’ it be of
a pretty long ftanding. Thefe fame Gentle-
men have oftentimes feen, Wounds no lefs con-
fiderable then thefe, brought by the fame Me-
thod to a fpeedy and happy Cure.

I believe indeed, that the ftrong Conftitu-
tion of the Patient, conduced much to the
good Succefs of the Cure; but it is no lefs true,
that the requifite Diverfions were not delayed,
whereby whatever might have occafion’d trog-
blefome Accidents,was remov’d: moreover_he
was gently treated in drefling, and the Sores
were not exafperated, fo thatin the firft Days
he felt but a very flight Pain: He refted well,
and was able to take with much eafe, fuch
Food as was proper for him.

You will very feldom fee, a2 wounded Per-
fon in fo deplorable a Condition, as this Man
was: All the Parts of his Bedy, were either

wounded,
@
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wounded, or bruis’d: Had but any Accident
followed, Death had been unavoidable, and
our Care in vain: and if the Diffolvents and
Diaphoreticks , had not unloaded the Parts,
promoting the Circulation of the Blood, and
Courfe of the Humors by a gentle and infenfi-
ble Tranfpiration, I doubt the Event had
neither been fo fudden, nor {o defirable.

“Tis well known, that in Pratice, there is
a great difference made between Fraétures not
accumpanied with a Wound, and thofe that
are : inmany Places, the latter are accounted
very hard to be cur’d, and oftenare Judg’d in-
curable ; efpecially thofe of the lower Extre-
mities, thatmdlfpenﬁbly oblige the Pauent to
Jkeep his Bed.

I don’t queftion but very many, efpemally
the Adwmirers of Antiquity, will find fault with
this Method,and reject my Rules; but let them,
with all my Heart, charitably nhhgc the Pub-
lick, with more eafy: and more fure Ways,
and confirm them with ungweftionable Experi-
encey and I promife them, to be among the
fisft that (hall embrace their Party.

CHAP.
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a

CHAP XXXIL
Of the Feet,

OBSERVATION XXXIL

-PON the 25th -of Fune of the fame

. Year 1696, an Irifh Gentleman, cali’q
Jobn Donoughal, Nephew to Lieutenant-Colo-
- nel Athlone, was brought to the Hofpital of
- Brignfon having been wounded at an Aétion
in the Valley of Barcelonetta. He was fhot
into the right Foot : and the Bullet entring on
‘the upper and foremoft part of the Metatar[us
towards the Side, was lodg'd between two
- Bones of the fame Part.
A Surgeon, upon the Spot, did whatever
- ke could, to draw out the Bullet, by the fame
- oway it entred; but his Endeavours prov'd

The firft Day that I dreft ity after I had
confider’d the Wound, and: obfery’q the Way
of the Bullet, I found it could not be got out;
- unlefs a Counter-Opening were made ; which

accordingly was done, at the middle and. hine
_der Part of the Metatarfus, andthe Bullet was
drawn out withovery litele Pain,

The
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The Wounds were dreft according to our
Method, with Embrocations over all the Part 3
Piverfions were not omitted,and he wasdrefs’d
but once a Day with our fimple Remedies,
and the Plaifter of diffolv’d Diapalma.

The Eftar being feparated, no great Suppu-
ration enfu’d ; no Bones came away,at leaft that
we could obferve : henceforth he was dreft but
every other Day, and was -<cur’d in thirty
Days,or thereabouts ; after which time he re=-
turn’d on Foot to his Regiment.

REFLECTION.

*Tis almoft univerfally known, that Wounds
of the Extremities, accompany’d with a Frac-
ture, are tedious and troublefom to be cur'd :
the Tendons and Nerves that here abound,
make thefe Parts of a quick Senfe, and render
the Wounds therein, obnoxius to grievous Ac-
cidents : therefore it is that they require to be
drefs’d with much Gentlenefs, and Remedies
particularly fuited to "em. I have elfewhere
remark’d, that Tents, and putrifying Medicines,
are extreamly hurtful to Nervous and Tendi-
nous Parts, wherefore I fhall fpeak no more of
them. I fhall only here take notice, that
fome prepofieft Perfons have had the confi-
dence to fay, that this Way of Drefling, fo
gentle and fo eafy, has fomething of Rafhnefs
in it 3 that it is very dangerous to omit the

- | Circum-
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Circumftances obferv’d by the Ancients ; that
‘their Rules, were not laid down without good
| ‘Reafon; and that their Method, in Fipe,
~ ought to be put in Praice among the Sold-
| ers. Tho Reafon and Experience are both on
- my Side ; yetIam ready further to maintain,
that this Method has nothing of Temerity i
it, feeing it follows the Footfteps of Nature, _.
Which ought ever to be our Guide in the Cu-
- Ting of Wounds, We can never go aftray, if
| we follow her Conduét ; and if we fwerve from
| her Paths, we can’t but fall headleng into
 Dangers.
: Mereover, it is no lefs neceflary, to be an
able Surgeon, and expert in Praétice, in order
to manage a Cure according to this Method,
| that appears fo eafie 3 than according to the
common way of Praétice, which is full of fo
- many Circumftances that are ever unprofita-
ble, and oftentimes pernicious.  And we may
reafonably prefume, if our Method has been fo
fuccefsful, when praétis’d on Soldiers dieted and
drefS’d in an Holpital, where the 4ir is often-
times infedted 5 that it will yet be much more
fo when ufed towards Patients, who have alj
the Conveniences of Zife, and who breath In &
pure Air,

K CHAP.
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their Approbation, which is, that they wou’d
make a Trizl thereof themfelves.

I could have recited, a very great number
ot Cures, like unto thefe contain’d in this fe-
~cond Part: I ceuld have deferib’d the Cures I
have performed on wounded Perfons in my

Travels; or in the Army, where Occafions of
this Nature daily prefent themfelves, becaufe
of the Attions that ordinarly fall out : fuck
are thole of the Valley of Barcelonetta, and the
Battel of M feills, foug ht Oi.4. 1693. But
this would have been, for the moft part, to
fay the fame things over and over again j ail
thefe Cures being manag’d weil nigh after the
fame Way.

I fuppofe, it wilt be eafily enough believ'd,
that I could have enlarged the bulk of this
Volume, with many other Obfervations ; fes-
ing it isa Truth, that in four Years time,
wherein I have been in this Place, more than
three Thoufand Perfons have gone from it com-
pleatly cur’d.

Some there are, who, not being able to dif
cover the genuin Caufe, of the defirable Suc-
cels, that has attended the Cures, done in
this Hofpital ; and willing to blaft the Repu-
tation of a Method , to which only they were
owing ; have attributed all to Ckance, and
have given out that we have been accompani- -
ed with an Extraordinary Good Fortune : as if
forfoath, the Curing of Wounds were like a

K 3 Game
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A New, Gentle, and Eafie Way, to Cure
fpeedily all {forts of WO UNDS.

PART 1L
Exhibiting z General View of the Author’s new
Way of Pratice, wot only with refpedt to
Wounds, but in other Cafes belonging to Sur-

~ gery ; and 4 Defcription of the fimple Re-
-~ medies be ufes : With fome Oblervations.

e - -— -

CH &P L
The Defign of this Part : And what it

contains.

q Ltho’ in the preceeding Parts of
this Book, where I declare the 44d-
vantages, and Excellency of this Way,
confirming the fame by Reafon, Au-

thority, and manifold Experiences, T have fuffi--

ciently made known my Praitice, with Relati-

B4 on
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G el
Of Tumors and Abfeeffes,

Onfieur Bertrand, a Phyfician of Marfeilss -

in his New Refletions upon Acid and Al-

kali ; gives, in few Words, a very clear, and
exaét Notion of the Nature of Tumors. But
fecing T am confined , by my prepofed De--
fign, only to declare my Practice with refpeft
to them 3 thofe who defire to fearch into their
Caufes, and examine their Differences, muft
confult fuch Authors as have written upon

them.
The Moderns, are not well agreed w:th the

Ancients, in this Matter 3 for fince the Circula- -
tion of the Blood has hr:en found out, the true
Caufes of many Accidents, that fall out in the
Cure of Tumors, have been difcover’d, which
the Ancients explain’d, in a manner altogether

different.
W herefore, feeing a Difeafe, after 1ts Nature

is underftood, is eaﬁr to be cur’d, if one brings
but a little Application of Mind; the young
~ Surgeon, will do well to fearch into the Cau-
fes of Tumors, in the Works of the Moderns,
where alfo he will find fuitable Remedies. Et-
mullerus in his Medicinal Surgery, defcribes a

K s , great
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Perfon who had a Fever, was feiz’d with a 1ik®
Diftemper 3- it reach’d from the middle of th®
- Thigh to the Heel : He was not fo wife, as t°
give us notice of it in time, but kept the whol®
Part out of the Bed for a whole Night, in a
pretty cold Seafon; which caus’d fuch a Re-
percuffion, that on the Morrow all the Paré
~ was gangren’d, and all our Care and Diligence
could not prevent its intire Mortjfication 5 for
in a very little time the Gaugrene turn’d to a
Sphacelus, Before he dy’d the one half of his .
Body was intirely corrupted and putrify’d : I
never faw fo dreadful a Sight, or {melt {0 in-
tollerable a Smell : For not only the Hofpital,
but even the whole City was in danger of be-

ing infeéted thereby, when he was yet alive.
When an Enyfipelas, will not yield to diffol-
ving Remedies, we ought without delay to
have recourle to Scarification of the whole
Part, to give a paflage to-the Blood ; and -
moreover we fhouw’d foment the whole Part
with Spirit of Wine prepar’d with Camphire, or
{fome other Spirituous and piercing Liquor : Vi-
_megar, wherein Sal armoniac is diffolv’d,.or com-
mon Salt when that is wanting, may alfo be
usd. Notwithftanding it is not to be thought
‘that Repelling Medicines, are altogether to
be laid afide; only ’tis fit we know how to ufe

them in fuitable Occafions.

In the Year 1693. M. Deckamp, then Com-
mander of the third Battallion of Sault, but
. now
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The great number of thofe, who have been
treated, in this Hofpital, according te this
Method, and cured in a very fmall time, is al-
moft wholly beyond Belief.

When the Orifice is not ftopt up with an Ex-
traneous Body, ’tis evident that the Matter can
make no Stay in the Parts, but will come away
without Intermiffion 5 and the Parts, that were
thereby kept at fome diftance from one ano-
ther,come together, and at the fame time,do al-
together expel what may there be contain’d 3
and leave no empty Space, for the Colleétion
or Abode of what is ufélefs and inconvenient -
Hence the Parts are united, Nature aéls at her
Freedom,whofe Balfam generates Flefh better
than all the Remedies in Pharmacy.

I hope I may prefume, that none will think,
I would have continued in the Ufe of this Me-
thod, for fo long time, had I not experienc’d
its defirable Effeéts, in a thoufand Occafions:
and 1 could fafely take my 0«th, that never
any the leaft Accident, happened to any of
thofe, who were drefs’d after this manner :
Every one may believe as he thinks good of
what I fay; but I dare aver, that [ am much

more careful that what I f4y fhould be True,
than that it fhould be Perfv afive.

As for Serophulous Tumors, or a Bronchocele,

I have not found any Remedy fo fuccefsful as
Mercury 5 and I believe, in the Opinion I have
ofit, I am not fingular : the many Experi-
ences
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Wherefore omitting this, I fay, that here
We have no time to lofe, but muft immediate-
ly apply our felves to ftop its Progrefs, and to
avold the fatal Confequences. When the great
Veflels are thereby intirely intercepted, in a
Member that may be cut off 3 the beft Way
is to come {peedily to Operation, without at-

tending a Sphacelus ; for the Gangrene goes on

fo fwiftly in a fmall time, that the found Parts
care aflaulted , before ever we can well know
what we are a doing. |

A Gangrene.often happens in Gunfhot W ounds,
if it is not prevented ; as alfo in Bruifes ;4in
Wounds made by cutting, or bruifing Inftru-
ments ; and alfo after a great Pklegmon, or an
Enyfipelas 5 and fometimes by an Extremity of
Cold : This laft kind is very frequent about
the End of Campains : The Remedy we us'd
was Spirit of Niter, or Agqua fortss , wherein
Crude Mercury to half the quantity is diffoly’d
with this we have eafily enongh fropt Mortifi-
cations in the Feet or Hands, applying over
all the Extent of the Guasgrene a little piece
of Linnen wet in this Liquor : and when this

‘can’t be had, other Spirits may be us’d that

are near of the fame Quality.

This Remedy I have found to be fo gentle,
and fo quick in its Operation, that I never
ule any other, in any fort of Gangrene, It ad-
mirably well feparates what is dead from what
Is alive, without fcarifying or cutting 5 unlefs

when
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with Spirit of Wine and Sal armoniac : for if
we be remifs in our Care, the Enemy that is
conceal’d within, is privately at Work ; and
when the outward Signs of the Gungrene ap-
pear, all that is under the Teguments, is often
found already corrupted, and in irremedible
diforder.

An Eryfip:lasis yet more formidable 5 for it
1s more fudden, and more nimblein its Opera-
tion: Itis the part of a prudent Surgeon, to
take heed to it in time. A Fomentation with
Spirit of Wine, Unguentum Egyptiacum and Sal
ermoniac, may be us’d.

Many Authors, have deferib’d a great num-
ber of Remedies, very proper in the Cure of
Gangrenes: But in the Hofpitals of the Army,
there is not always the conveniency of making
a Choice ; wherefore it is good to know how
to ufle fuch as are fimple, and eafie to be
found : ’tis not always the moft pompous Con-
pofitisms, that are of greateft Efficacy.

In this fort of Diftempers,it is very neceffary
to make ufe of Inward Remedies, as well as
Topical. ones 5 fuch as ftrong Cordials, Vemice
Treacle, Confeltion of Hyacinth and Alkermes,
and Alexpharmicks, to which a little Camphire
may be added. Wine ought to be numbered
amongft the Cordials ; it is one of thefe,
which I very frequently ufe in Hofpitals. Ger-
mander taken inwardly, and apply’d outward-
ly upon the Gramgrene,is a Remedy not to be
difpis’d. A
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My Deifign in this Place, is only to give an
account of the way I ufe to help this fort of
Diftemper : For 1 am convinc’d, and no Body
doubts of it, thata Trufs is the most fure and
moft infallible Remedy, to hinder the Falling
down of the Guts: But, as there is no Con-
venience for making of them in Hofpitals, fo
Accidents muft be quickly provided for that
come oftentimes all of a fuddens fuch as the -
Defcent of the Inteftins into the Serotum ; for
the Pains are then extreamly vlolent, and fo
grievous that they refemble thofe of the Paffio
liaca.

W herefore, in fiich an Occafion, I apply a
Cataplafm of 0xDung; or elfe when I may have
it fo, I ufe it fry'd in Oyl of Hemp-feed, or in
that of Violets. This Remedy eafes the Pain,
by difpelling the Wind, and fo gives Liberty
to reftore the Gut nato its Place, providing
the Inteftine is without Excrementitious Mat-
ter in it. Aftringents of the firft Rank may
alfo be us’d as Common Bole,&c.mix’d with the
Glair of an Egg or Vinegar.  Some ufe Emolli-
ents, but their Operation is to flow, in a cafe
requiring {uch haft. :

I have often found much advantage from a
Fomentation made up of Pomgranate Flowers,
Nut-Galls, Cyprefs Nuts, Pomegranate-Rind, Ai-
lom, Camomil and Melilot Flowers, with com~
mon Salt, all bruifed and beaten, and boil’d in
Forge-water, or in roughWine; I ufe it very

warm
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of what we don’t altogether underftand, is of-
ten the Caufe of our Error: However I am in
good Hopes, that e're it be long this Way fhall
be acknowledged “to be the Produét of Expe-
rience; and 1ts Evidence to be an mfalllblf:
Mark nf its Truth.

Moreover ; I dare confidently affirm, that
this Method, howfoever new it may appear to
many, ought not to be number’d among thefe
things that are more curious than profitable.Rea-
Jon fpeaks for it : Nature vouches it : Experi-
ence confirms it; putting it beyond all doubt 3
and about three tloufand Wounded Perfam hap-
pily eur’d by it, may warrant any one in the
Ufe thereof. In the firft and fecond Part of
this Work, I explain at length the Reafons that
Juftify my Practice, and {upport them with fe-
veral Autkorities both of the Ancientsand Mo-
derns. _

If I condemn Tents as Inftruments unprofi-
table and deftrudtive, ’twas Experience that
convinc’d me of their MifCheif : and I hope,
henceforward very many Surgeons fhall range

themfelves on my Side.

If I recommend ina fpecial Manner, a Gen-
#lz and Speedy Way of Drefling 3 T muft herein
be Jufhfy’d by all Men of a found Underftand-

: And indeed I don’t queftion, but every

reaf'nnable Perfon, after he has been rightly

~ infornr’d, will fufficiently approve what I have
advanc’ d in this Matter.

Finally,
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Vine, Styptick Waters, ®c. Tis only in de-
fperate Cafes that I have recourfe to Roman
Vitriol, Aqua fortss, and the Aftual Cautery.

I have ever in the firft Dreflings, found
much Advantage from Defenfives, which I ap-
ply’'d above, and fometimes below the Wound,
toallay the Hest of the Blood, to moderate its
Attivity, and refift Fluxions 5 obferving always
to make them fomewhat Emplaftict. |

I''am always careful, to empty ‘the lower
Belly by Clyfters; having found that the Ret
tatning of the Excrements, is ever a mighty
Hindrance to the Good Difpofition of the Bo-
dy. ; -

When' the Bleeding has been great, T don’t
take off the firft Dreffings, till the fecond or
third Day after they are apply’d ;. that the
Wounded Veflels may have time to unite :
and, providing the Seafon, and the Pain, or o-
ther Accidents don’t hinder, I every Day take
off the Roulers during that time; and lea-
ving only that which fupports and keeps on
the Aftringents , ¥ make Embrocations when
needful, and renew the Deferfives : by this
means, I often avoid the Suffocation that may
happen, if the Aftringent and Emplaftick Medi-
_ cines are too long kept on the Parts3 which

by ftopping up the Pores of the Skin » and re-
taining the Vapors that ought perpetually to
pafs out thereby, are the QOeccafion of many
VETY grievous Accidents that happen to

Wo unds,
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and generally every Thing that may irritate,
~or occafion Pain, or may oppofe the Defign of
- Nature, which Is the Healing up of the
- Wound.

I don’t, as fome do, take up a deal of
- Time, in ftriving exa&ly to empty the Wound,
- of all the Matter that isinit; butas quickly
- as can be, I apply the Dreffings , to hinder,
- as hath been faid, the Aétion of the Acid
. Parts of the 4ir, and the Diffipation of the
. Spirits 5 that the Strength of the afRiéted
| Parts may be preferv’d as much as poffible 3
' which is very requifite,, in order to enable
- them to bear up again{t them any Evils, where-
' with they are affaulted on all Hands.

When, I fay, in the fifth Chapter of the
 firft Part, that the Matter ought not to be
- retain’d in Wounds ; and that Nature would
' not be at fuch Pains to drive it out, if fhe
- could have any Advantage by its Stay ; this
' 1s to be underftood of fuch Matter, as is kept
' in by Means of Tents, which becomes hot,
- and ferments , and by its Abode acquires an
- evil Quality, and might be fuck’d up by the
+ Veins : for that which is Laudable, is hurt-
 ful enly by Accident ; being of its own Na-
‘ ture Balfamick, becaufe it is ever mixed with
‘ good ftore of the Natural Balfam, or Nutriciou
| Juice, which without Intermiffion flows into
' the Wounded Parts. What I fay, is confirm’d
‘ by that which is done, in fome Places of Hol-

L land 3
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land 3 where of the Laudable Matter that runs
from Wounds, they make a Ba/fam that is of
great Ule in their Cure. |

It is not at all improbable, that the Sound
Matter that comes from Wounds may promote
their Cure,when by the Hand and Diligence of a
-skilful Ar¢ift it is purify’d, and feparated from
itsExcrementitiogs Parts; for what remains, Is
only the Balfam of the Blood. This will be
more eafily conceiv’d by thofe that confider,
that there are fome learned and Ingenious [ta-
Jians, who cure the Bludy-Flux, with a Salt
drawn from the Excrements of the Patient
and alfo fuch as have a Dropfy, with the Salt
.of the Waters, that are drawn from their Bel-
ly. Etmullerss alfo, very much commends the
Excrement of the Ears, for curing Wounds.

All thefe things, contain lefs balfamick
Juice, than the Matter that runs from Wounds,,
when it is not altered by the Heat of an effen-
tial or Symptomatick Fever, when it has not
remain’d long in the Wound, being detain’d
there by Tents, &ec. or in fine, when it is not
deprav'd, by the ufe of putrifying Medicines,
or others of a like fort, that deftroy its natural
Temperament. r

M. Verdue, Tom. 1. Pag. 440. {peaks very
patly to this Purpofe, when he fays, that Mat-
ter is the Chilous Part of the Bloxd: Where=
fore it is againft all manner of Reafon, that

- fome Moderns require, that the Weound be ac-
curatly
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. curatly wip'd dry; feeing thereby it is de-
- privid of that, which only can effe@ the
- Cure.

When I know, or am in doubt that there
- 13 fome Extraneous Body in a Wound, which
- Nature would exclude by the Orifice , or that
' any Splinter is feparated trom a Bone 5 Withe
[ out having to do with Tents, I fufficiently di-
late the Wound with Prepared Spunge , or the
 Pith of Elder, or Gentian Root fitted for that
| purpofe, that a free Paflage may be given to
any thing that muft come away: This way is
underftood by every Surgeon; and there is
no Difhiculty therein, providing one be care-
ful to ufe it Seafonably.
. Ican’t reftrain my felf from highly blaming
 thofe, who very patiently marfhal up in Or-
\der, a great number of Doffels or Dilaters,
of which they make three or four Lays in
 Wounds that are any thing large, obferving a
!_-ertain Symmetry and Proportion, which ex-
‘pofes to the View of Affiftants a Method, no
lefs pernicious, than contrary to Common Senfe
ind Reafon.  As for the Decency and Seemii-
‘s, which adorn and fet off that Way, it wil
h#e 1o lefs confpicuous,in making large Pledg-
&ts of long and pretty fine. Lint, that may at

ce reach over all the Extent of the Wound.
. I'my felf have experienc’d, what a fond O-
;@iniun 15 commonly entertain’d of that Cruel
Iﬂfﬂwd: for the greateft part of Wounded
L2 Perfons,

[
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Perfons, believe themlelves negleded , if a
#Hour is not fpent in fearching their Wound
and as much in Applying the Dreflings:
Charity obliges us to free them from their E,
YOI,

When a Wound i1s deep with much Zofs
Subftance, 1 fill it only with Pledgets of fir
Lint ; left leaving an empty Space, it fhoul
be fil’'d up with 4ir: I apply them ver
flightly cover’d, or moiftned with fome Med
<ine, agreeable to the Nature, and Quality
the Wound : thefe are not fo hard as Doffes
and confequently occafion lefs Pain; and don
{o much hinder the clofing up of the Wouni
being not fo compaét as to hinder the breedin
of Flefh ; neither are they fo apt as Tents,to §
" doft in the Wound, or fix'd in fome Corner
its Cavity. _

I am no lefs careful, to fupprefs Injediv
than Tents; having obferv’d their Effects
be no lefs pernicious: for they lzquefy and da
folve the Blood, enlarge the Wound, caw
Pain, and make proud Flefb to grow. :

I difallow the Ufe. of Aromatick Wines
dreffing, as alfo of Fomentations, that are fry
quently us’d by fome,which conduce very muel
to the protrating of the Cure.

- ’Tis very fure that thefe Parts drink up th
Moifture, which foftens,relaxes and puffs up tl
Skin 3 and paffing through it, fills them il
Spunges: the Natural Heat of the affliéted Pars

1 |
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Is thereby {uffocated and extinguifht, no perfeé®
\Concoltion can be perform’d ; but all is turn’d
‘to Matter and Corruption : and if this Method is
long continu’d, as it too often falls out, the
Ligaments ave relax’d , and the Patient is in:
Danger of being lame for all the reft of his
iEife.

. This way of Praftice, is in a particular
manner pernicious in Hofpitals of the Army,
'where that which is neceflary, to give Reme-~
dies all the reqnired Qualities, is not always
to be had : For Inftance, how can they be kept:
'warm, without a fufficient number of Cloathes
to preferve the Patient from the Cold ? Hence
it is that in a Moment. after Application, all. -
the Dreflings become cold and frozen, which
occafions Oedema’s very hard to be cur'd; and
oftentimes alfo Symptoms that are yet more
‘troublefom.

A right Courfe of Diet, is fo neeeffary in
|c11ring of Wounds, that without it, an infinite
number of Accidents, cannot be prevented:.
But it is neceflary to have refpeét to the Age
and Conftitution of the Patient, to his Habit of
'Body, to the Seafon of the Yeqar, and the Nature
'of the Wound.

. ’Tis to be obferv’d, that a verv exaé&t Diet
1s a mighty hindrance to the Cure of Wounds
in Soldiers, who ordinarily feel more the
Inconveniences of a too fcanty, than thofe
of a too plentiful Table.. Wherefore I don’t
I

L 3 altogether.
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altogether deprive ’em of the ufe of fubftanti:
Food,unlefs when Neceffity requires otherwife
and this keeps up their Strength: For BrotH
tho’ good, are not fo nourifhing in Hofpitals
as to be fufficient of themfelves for Food : an
yet this is no prejudice to the neceffary Diven
fons.  Wine alfo ought not to be kept fron
them, being allay’d a little, unlefs in fome ves
ry important Cafes : It refifts the ill Quality
and Malignity of the 4ir, which is always im;
pure in Hofpitals; and in 2 Word Wine is thei:
Cordial and Counter-poifon,

It is very neceflary alfo, efpecially in Hof
pitals of the Army, to have Regard to the §i-
tustion of the wounded Part, which ought to
be fuch, as to give liberty to the Circulation o1
the Blood, and a Defecent to the Matter, ane
Eafe to the Patient; I have known the negleél
of this Point, occafion very troublefom Symp-
toms,

If a Surgeon is not fo charitable, as to give!
Inftruétions, to thofe that attend the wounded,,
how to make their Beds fuitable to the Quali=
ty and Nature of their Wounds 3 the miferables
Patients, are ever in Pain by the Inconveni=
ent Pofition ; which is enough of it felf tot
deprive them of the Reft, that is fo neceflary
for em, and to render their Sufferings and our’
Cares to no purpofe. -

The Head ought to be placd indifferently’
bigh, and laid upon fomething that’s foft, with-'t--

outs
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"out Feathers, if it may be had, with 2 Defcent
| to promote the .Diicharge of the Matter 2
| When the Neck is wounded,it muft be ina man-
' ner {lightly fupported by the Pillow: or, by
| Linnen folded into feveral Doubles, we muft
| fill up the empty Space between the Head and
| Shoulders. :
| Wounds of the Breaft require an eafie and un--
| frain’d Pofture, rather high than low. But
in this we muft have moft Regard, to the Con-
yeniency of the wounded Perfon.

" Thefe of the lower Belly and Loins, demand
almoft the fame Situation: To thefe of the
| Bladder and Genital Parts, an undifturb’d Re-
' pofe, a convenient Bandage, which is a Sufpen~
| fory, and a Pofition fomewhat raifed, are very
| needful.
| Every Body knows that the Arm, when
| wounded, muft be fupported by a Sling that
. paffes over the Neck; and that in Wounds -
' and Fraftures of the Skoulder-Bome, a Pillow.
is neceffary to keep it almoft as high as the
Breaft, in which pofture it is moft at eafe: In
Wounds or Fraétures of the Wrift, Metacarpus
and Fingers, we muft keep the Hand extended
with a piece of Board..

Wounds of the Thighs, require that the
Member be plac’d fireight, neither too high
| nor too low. Thefe of the Legs and Feet, do
neceflarily demand that the Part be fomething

high, that fo the courfer Blood may freely cir-
L .4 cnlate,
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culate; for otherwife, the Blood,bylits Weight,
might be fropt in the Veins, and corrupted
there ; and shus the Circulation being fup-
pre(s’d, many grievous Accidents would enfue.
T'his hanging or low Polition of the Legs,not
being minded by many Surgeons, exceedingly.
conduces to render Wounds of thefe and the
Feet very uneafie to be cur’d, and makes’em
degenerate into Ulcers. -.
It is alfo very neceflary to ftretch out the
Legs, and keep them [traight during the Cure;gj
otherwife it will be difficult, to reftore them
to their natural Figure, after it is over, chief-
ly if it has been of fome Continuance ; as,fup-
pofing the Leg had been kept bent, when un-
der Cure of a complicated or fimple Fra&ure.
This .is what I have often obferv’d, and te
which young Surgeons would do well to take
heed. Fradtures of the Tibiz and Fibula, and
imple Wounds in the Legs, if any thing con-
{iderable, ftand in need of a Sole to fuftain the
Foot, as well as thefe of the Tarfus, Metatar-

fus, and Toes. :
Too ftrait Bandage, efpecially in Gunfhot-
wounds, occafions troublefom Accidents 5 it
hinders the Circulation, and canfes frequently
Mortifications : Wherefore 1 ufe only fuch as
may keep on the Dreflings, chiefly in the firft
Days: Many have heen brought wounded ta
this Hofpital, with the Parts half Gangren'd,
by too tight Tying; for in Gun-fhot Wounds
the
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the wounded Members, ever {well fome more.
fome lefs, whereby the Bandage, tho’ but mo-
deratly ftrait, becomes intollerable before
the next Drefling. Reft alfo is of no lefs.
Confequence to the Patient. Now where all
“thele things meet together, and are rightly or-
der’d,they are commonly of very great Advan-
to the wounded.

I ufe Purgatives with great Caution, -and af-

ter the time of the moft dangerous Symptoms is
over, beginning ever with the flighteft, that
only loofen, fuch as Caffia and Manna, &c. due
ring which time Clyfters, together with the.
nfe of Prunes, give no {mall Relief; Osfs and
cleanfed Barly being eafily digefted, and yeild--
ing a moderate Nourifhment, qualify the pre--
- ternatural Heat of the blood, and keep open the
Belly.
- As for the Topical Remedies, which I com-
monly employ in Dreffing of Wounds, they .
have nothing fingular in them, which is not
pretty well known to the moft part of Surge-
ons. *

I avoid as much as poffible the ufe of Putri- -
fring Medicines, and of Powerful Suppuratives s .
becaufe they deftroy the Temperament of the
Parts, difunite the Particles of the Blood, cor- -
rupt and deprave the Nutricious Fuice, which .
ought carefully to be preferv’d in a good Con- -

dition. ’Tis this which mov’d the Ancients fo . -

L. s of
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often to recommend to us, to maintain the
wounded Partsin their Natural Temper.

- Hippoerates affirms, that all Contufed Wounds
ought to be brought to Suppuration, in order
to a fpeedy Cure, whereby he feems to patro-
nize and allow the ufe of Putrrfymg Medicines,
which commonly are employ’d to bring a
Wound to Suppuration. But me thinks, this
- ought not to take place in the Hofpitals of the
Army, where the Air is ordinarily infeéted by
the Breath, and abode of the Sick 3 and which
are almoft ever encompafled with the Graves
of the Dead, whofe mumber is but too great.

"T1is very certain, that this nearnefs of the
Place of Burying, chiefly in hot Seafons, im-
parts to the 4ir, by the Steams that rife
from thence, a Complication of Corruption
and ill Qualities, that occafions Rottennefs in
Wounds , Alteration and great Suppuration
and often caufes great Mortality, in the Hof-
pitals, and Places adjacent. Now according
to this Maxim of that Author, Gunfbot Wounds
muft be dreft with thefe fame Medicines, fee-
Ing they are of the number of contufed ones.

I den’t abfolutely deny, but there may be
fome Occafions, wherein {uch may be us’d :
However I may be allowed to fay, with all
the Refpe& I owe fo celebrated an Author,
that in Hofpitals, we ought to fhun as much as
poffible, Putrefying and Suppurative Remedies,
and others of a Jéke Nature ; even where the

Efcar
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Efcar may require a confiderable time before
its Falling : For by the feafonable ordering of
Diverfions, and the Courfe of Diet, all thefe
Accidents are often prevented, which the de-
lay of the Suppuration might caufe: and one
may without fcruple ufe, as I have done, fuch
Remedies as have a Vertue to refift Corrupti-
onj; as the Spirit of Wine, which Etmullerus
prefcribes even in Gunfhot Wounds, and which
F us’d at the firft Drefling, on the Day of the
Battle of Marfeils, without having obferv’d a-
ny evil confequence of my fo doing: for befides
a Good Metkod, which may be call’d the
Strength and chief Inftrument of a Workman, -
it is of high concern to underftand, and to
know how to choofe Remedies, that agree -
with the Temper of the Parts to which they
are apply’d, and to maintain them in that State -
wherein God has created them : But it proves -
often a very difficulty Task, to fatisfy this In- -
tention.

As there is an admirable variety of Conftitu- -
tions, fo it would feem, that it were neceflary -
to ufe different Remedies to Wounds of the .
fame Nature, and of the fame Parts, in diffe- -
rent Subjeéts : The Sex, Age, and Seafor muft .
alfo be confidered : I have likewife obferv’d in -
‘my Travels, by People of different Nations
that have been under my Hands, that diverfe -
Climates require particular Applications, in cer= -
tain Circumftances, neceffary to the Cure of

Wounds s -
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Wounds: For the Conftitutions ot Men, de-
pend chiefly on the Countries they inhabit;
on their Situgtion, high or low, dry or moift,
the Winds that rule, the Food and Water that °
they take : So that they differ among them-
felves, according as the Heavens look upon
them with different 4/peéts.

But not to fearch any further into thefe
things, which can’t be contain’d within the
Limits, preferibd to this little Work, and
don’t properly belong to my Subjeit; I,will on-
ly fay, that it 1s ealy enough to diftinguith a
proper Remedy, from one that is not fo:
That which corrupts and depraves the Natural
Balfam, is known by looking inte the Wound ;
from which, if there proceeds a firong and
Stimking Vapor 5 ’tis a fign that the Matter is
not cnnca&ed, feeing it is thin, blackifh, tuo

Jplentiful, watery, and of an offenfive Smell.

The FIr:ﬂJ likewife has its peculiar Signs 3 it
is dull of feeling, and fometimes is cuver’d
with another proud Flefh : Oftentimes there is
to be fecu over all the Wound, a certain black
or white Filth, which fome , as I have often
known, [crape or cut off at every Drefling ;
whereby the Wound is enlarg’d, and the Cure
delay’d : Others imputing it to the vicious
Temperament, and ill Difpofition of the Pa-
tients Body, have recourfe to Purgatives,
which occafion ftill more new Accidents, fuch
as Fevers, &c.

But

-
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But be this as it will, ’tis certain that we
ought not always to delay till the laft, before
we change the Remedy ; our Smell and our
Sight only are fufficient to direét us in this Oc-
cafion : Hippocrates orders a Medicine to be
chang'd, when it does not what it ought, or
was defign’d for.

But we muft noton the other Hand, fall in-
to the contrary Extremity, of changing the
Oyntments fometimes once, and often twice e-
very Day; not giving time to a Remedy te
aét, and exert its Vertue, on the Part to
which ’tis apply’d : *Tis neceflary, that the
wounded Part draw as it were Nourifhment
from the Medecine, and therefore it muft
have a requifite Time, allowed it for that Pur-
pofe : it muft, if I may be allowed fo to fpeak,
amalgamate with the Nutricious Fuice of the
Part; or at leaft, if it don’t Increafe its Quan-
tity, it ought to preferve it in the natural
State, and when fallen therefrom, reftore it
again. To be capable of thefe Effedts, it muft
be endow’d with a Yolatil and Oyly Spirit, vif-
cous alfo and temperate, as Balfums and Vul-
neraries are, which I have us’d with very good
Succels.

I have often experienc’d on many Occafions,
in feveral Hofpitals, and chiefly in this, and
in very confiderable Cafes, that after I had in
vain us'd many Remedies authoriz’d by Cuftom,
the Balfam defcrib’d in the Saered Wiitings, has

had
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the Mufeulas palmaris, with an Orifice near the
Roots of the Fingers.

I firaitway laid open the Finger, on the in-
ward Part, from one End to the other, and
found the Tendon fwell’d and corrupted ; I did
not enlarge the Orifices on the outward Part,
nor that of the Palm, hoping that all thefe
would he well, if I could but overcome the Ac-
cidents.

He was Let Blood, and had a Chfter given
him, tho’ fomewhat too late ; he obferv’d an
exaét Courle of Dict, and was dreft with the
Balfam of Arcams. On the Morrow when I
took off the Dreflings, I was furpriz’d, as I
had been the Day preceeding, with a Vapor
of an intollerable Smell ; the Lips of the
Wound were turned outward, which made me
defpair of a Cure, and judge it would be ne-
ceflary to cut off the Hand : The Matter re-
main’d undigefted, the Fever, thes Pain, and
the Swelling continu’d as before : he was dreft
in the fame manner as the Day before, with
addition only of a little Spirit of Wine. The
Bleeding was repeated, and alfo the Clhyfter.

The Day following, the Wound was in the
fame Condition, fave that the Corruption
appear’d to encreafe: We were of Opinion,
that nothing but Amputation could fave his
Life. But for as much as Art and Reafon di-
{tate, that the prefervation of the Members
ought to be endeawur d fo much as poflible 3 f

a1(
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and as we are oblig’d in Confcience to try al

" Remedies before we come to that Extremity :

I refolved, forthwith, to change the Medi-

cines; dging rightly that what had been us’d,

might have occafion’d, this depravation of the -
Salts 5 whence it was to be fear’d, a total

Corruption of the Nutricious Juice might fol-

low. - |

Wherefore now I us’d the Balfam of the
Seriptures, mixt with a third Part of that of
Arcaus, in this I wetted the Pledgets, which
I apply’d very warm over all the Wound, and
upon the Sinuffes : 1 pour’d fome of it alfo into
the Sinus of the Mufeubus palmaris, and upon it
I put a Plaifter of Dipalma diffolv’d in @yl of
Rofes and good Vinegar.

On the next Day after this, we found all
things much chang’d to the better : The Fe-.
ver and Pain were leflen’d, and there was no-
thing foill 3 Smell as before.

I queftion not, but the Fever is a Symptom
troublefom enough, and able to caufe all thefe
Effeéts 3 and that by the Motion it excites in
the Blood, it feperates faline and fulphureous
Juices, that by irritating the Fibers may occa-
fion that turning out of the Lips of the Wound, .
- their Swelling, and that infilPportable Smell :

‘But it can’t, on the other fide, be deny’d,
that outward Remedies conduce much,to pro-
cure that Fermentation and Corruption in the
wounded Part, when they are fuch as putrify ;

becaule
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becaufe they diffolve the Blood and other Li-
quors, caufing [rritations, Corruptions, and
great Suppurations ; and deftroy the Tempera-
-ment of the Parts, to which they are apply’d.
Whereas when Balfamick, and Spirituous Medi-
cines are us’d, they produce quite contrary Ef-
fe@ts: For by allaying the Sharpnefls of the
Humors, and making the Blood fluid, they
refift Corruption, dry up the Moifture, and
in the Place where they are apply’d, abate
the Commotion of the Humors, caus’d by the
Fever,

In fine, whither it was by this, or any other
Way, ’tis certain that the Change of the Me-
dicine here, produc’d a notable Alteration on
our Patient : for tho’ the Fever appear’d but
very little abated, by all that I had formerly .
done 3 the very next Day after this the Lips
begun to come nearer together, the Pain and
Defluxion ceas’d; and which is moft of all,
the ill Smell was quite evanifht j fo that in
five or fix Days he was paft all Danger, and
the Cure was compleated in a little time af-
ter.

M. Le Clerk, Phyfician to the King, in his
Compleat Surgery, commends much the Sama-
ritan Balfam, to which we have given the
Title of The Balfam of the Holy Scriptures : and
the Approbation of fuch a Man is fufficient to
juftifie its Ufe. I thought it not unfit like-
wi{€ here to l'ub}n}fn the Difcription of another

compound
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compound Semaritan Balflzm of an admirable
Vertue. It is made up cf equal Parts of Spa-
nifh Wine and 9yl of Rofes, to each Pound of
which Mixture two Ounces of Sugar-candy ,
and as much Heney of Vielets muft be added,
and all boil'd on a gentle Fire, and skim'd till
the Wine is confum’d.. This may be call’d
the Balfam of Balfams, or the Compound Sama-
ritan Ballam.

CHA P ¥ |
An Obfervation of another Cafe.

M Vert thc Younger, an Enfign of the
« Company of M. de Beauvet, Lieute-
nant of the King at Briznfon, and Commander
of the Second Battalion of Seult, had no lefs
Reafon to applaud my Method, and the good
Effeéts of my Remedy, than him we difcours’d -

of in the preceding Chapter. 3
He was wounded with a Sword, at Pragelss,
in the outward Part of the left 4rm, near the
bending of the Elbow. The Wound was at
firft neglefted, being not well dref’d: for
without dilating it in any Manner, a Tent was
thruft into it as long as it could poffibly re-
ceive ; which occafion’d fuch frightful Acci-
dents, that the Patient thought of nothing
' but.
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but lofing both his 4rm and his Life. In the
inward part of the Arm,oppofite to theWound,
Matter was collefted, and Abfeeffes form’d ;
which oblig’d him to confult the principal Sur-
geons of the Regiments, who thought it con-
venient, to make an Opering in that Part,
which accordingly was done. By the large
and deep Incifions that were made, the Artery
was opened ; fo that they were oblig’d to ufe
the Adual Cautery to ftop the Bleeding : By
this means the Wound was enlarg’d, and the
Pain and the Accidents increas’d.

The firft Wound,was ftill dreft,as before,with
Tents : but the Wounded Perfon having kept
his Bed for fifty Days, and his Wounds being
ftill in a very wretched Condition, he was ad-
vis’d by the abovemention’d Gentleman M, de
- Beauvet, to caufe himfelf be tranfported to Bri-
anfon, to try if there he might find any Help.
He was committed to my Care, and I found
the inward or lower Wound, the length of a
large Span, and four or five Fingers breadth
wide : The Artery and Tendons were uncover’d,
the ancient or outward Wound, whofe Qri-
fice was very ftrait, had in it a pretty long
Tent, which fhut up the paffage of three or
four Sinuffes, that took up all the Joynt.

The Arm and Hand were Oedematous, be-
ing much fwell'd, and painful; I began by
making an Incifion in the Wound on the out-
ward Part, whereby I difcovered the Oriﬁccsf

of
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of the Siunffes, into which I dropt a little of
our Balfzm, mixt as I formerly faid, with fome
of that of Arceus,

The large and lower Wound was dreit with
the fame Remedy: We us’d expulfive Cmpref-
fes, to prefs together the Sides of the Cavities,
which we kept on with a proper Bandage :
Moreover we laid afide the Aromatick Wines
that had been before us’d upon all the Part,
to 1ts great Detriment.

Three Days after if had been dreft in this
Fafhion, the moft Part of the Accidents difap-
pear’d : he begun to rife up from his Bed, to
take his Victuals, and to gather Strength; all
the deep Cavities were fil'd up; the Artery,,
the Nerve, and the Tendons were cover’d over 3,
the Pain, the Fluxion and the Oecdematous Swel-
ling. were ’quite gone ; and by this powerful -
Incarnative the Cure was compleated in a
Fortnight, with the affiftance of a little Un-
guentum Apoftolorum, wherewith we fometimes
ufe to confume the Flefh: After this he
mounted his Horfe, and went for the 4ir into
his own Country. |

This I may confidently affirm, as a certain.
Truth, that when the Balfam we fpeak of is
genuin and unfophifticated, it may ferve at
the fame time both for Feod and Medicine, be-
ing made up only of fweet 0yl and Wine :
And that it may be us’d not only for curing
Wounds of the Mouth, of the Tongue, of the Gul-

lety



1he Hofpital-Surgeorr. 237

fet and Wind-pipe,and generally of all the Bregf?
but likewife in obftinate Djfenteries, in Rehf.:r-
ations of the Fibers of the Veutricle, in Ulcers
thereof, and in thefe of the Guts, and of all
the lower Belly. For if we confider its Na-
ture, we fhall find it of a friendly Quality,
and extreamly agreeable to our Conftitution
being compounded of fuch things as ferve us
dayly for Food. Sweet 0yl foftens, loofens,
{weetens and penetrates ; andeshen it is boil’d
with Wine , which it devours as it were and
confumes, retaining with its felf all the Ver-
tue thereof, it is enabled to perform all thefe
Oper&tmns with much more Eafe : It cuts,
diffolves , i’crengthem, reftores the Spmts,
breeds Flefh, and is Aftringent; all which our
Balfam perfr:.srma, being 1ndﬂw d with the moft
"Hff:ﬁll Vertues of thefe Remedies, and contain-
ing a Volatil, Oyly, and Temperate Salt,
that is Ai’cnngent and Sarcotick : And if a lit-
tle Sugar is boil'd with it, it becomes yet more
excellent, is more Vulnerary and Balfamick,
has no Acrimony, and is without either Smell |
or Taft.

Had this Remedy, how fimple foever it may
appear, produc’d fuch Effeéts, in the Hands
of any other but my felf ; they wou’d without
queftion have made a great Secret of its Com-
pofition : and tho’ this had been known to
many, yet they wou'd never have publifh’d its
Vertues.

It
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It were greatly to be wifh’d, that therc
‘were only one Remedy, which might be able
to anfwer all Intentions; fo we fhou’d not be
always oblig’d to have in the Patients Cham=
ber, a whole A4pothecary’s Shop 5 which is often
no lefs prjudicial to the Purfe, than offenfive
‘to the Smell.

Being about fix Years ago at .Jurin, I
cur’d a Gentleman of an inveterate Ulcer,
that encompalggl all the Bottom ot the Uvula;
Many Surgeons had to no purpofe us’d a great
many Remedies : And I in like manner after
the ufe of fome more with no befter Succefs,
‘bethought my felf at length of my Anodin Bal-
fam: In this I dipt a Linnen Rag ty’d to the
end of a Probe, and therewith touch’d the Ul-
er twice a Day : By this Means, as I folemn-
ly proteft, in twelve or fifteen Days, the Vi-
cer was compleatly cur’d.

This Remedy, how anclent foever it 15,
will appear new to many. However ’tis cer-
tain that Hippocrates in complicated Fraétures,
- us’d little Linnen Rags dipt in Oyl and Wine
mixt together, to allay the Fain, and prevent
szw-b" ions, which is a Precedent fufficient to
invite our Imitation.

It hath been the Policy of almoft all who
ever wrote of Medicine, ftill to referve fome-
thing undifcover’d to themfelves. I could
name a great number of Authors, who have

publifhed the Vertues of certain Remedies,
| whereof
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whereof they have never given the Compofitions
or if they have, it has been in fuch Ambiguous
and Anigmatical Terms, that it is hard to un-
derftand any thing of it. And indeed I muft
acknowledge that a Remedy,v hen it becomes
common, how good foever it may be, lofes
much of its Eftecm.

I have formerly faid, that the Variety of
Conftitutions, and Diverfity of wouuded Parts,
require fometimes a Difference of Remedies; to
this we muft have all due Regard: For it
often falls out, that even the moft excellent
Medicines, are not capable to anfwer all our
Expedtations;-efpecially when the Patient is
of an ill Conftitution, and the Diftemper obfti-
nate, and troublefome.

However it is not good, to put too much
Confidence in this fingle Compofition, as if it
were an Univerfal Remedy, if at any Time
the Succefs prove not anfwerable to our De-
fires: X own that I have been oblig’d my felf
in fuch Cafes, to boil in our Balfam, the Grea-
ter Confound, Bugle, Sanicle, fome Lavender,
Clary, St. Fobnw's-Wort, and the Lefler Mogn~
Wort, which is a powerful Vulnerary, and ve-
ry common in thefe Parts; and afterwards
to give it fome Confiftence, with about a
third Part of the Balfam of Arcaus : This Com-
pofition, has done furprifing things; it hath
confumed and remov’d Fungufles , from Feet
that had been intirely Frozen, and alfo from

Ampi=
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Amputations, which had withftood all -other
Remedies : It procures a good and moderate
Suppuration, eafes the Pain of Wounds in the
Nerves, allays and refolves powerfuliy, fills up
with Flefh in a fmall time, in fing, an Em-
brocation therewith, cures {peedily Bruifes of
all forts. :

Altho’ I have thefe Remedies in great E-
fteem, and am confirm’d in my Opinion of
their Excellency by a multitude of Experiences
that I have had; Yet I don’t pretend to lay
afide the Qyntments, Cerats, and Plaifters of
-Pharmacy ; which may be of very great ulfe,
and are every Day employ’d with Succets,
by very skillful Perfons in curing Wounds.

This only I will afhrm, by the way ; that
the moft Part of Oyntments have a ftrong
fimell, that is not only difagreeable to the
- Wounded ; but is alfo no lefs kurtful to the
' Wounds, than offenfive to the Smell ; and ve-
ry much conduces to render them puirid, [a-
nious and Virulent.

There are alfo feveral Places, where they
very unadvifedly ufe Corrofive Sublimat, Arfe-
nick, and other things of a like Nature, in the
Cure of Wounds, not forefeeing their fatal Ef-
fects. Neverthelefswe can’t here be too cau-
tious : All the Parts of our Body, are made
up of Veins, Arteries, Nerves, Lymphatick Vef-
fels and Glands, that are eafily affefted by

whatever touches them, and that by means ;f
the
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the Circulation convey to the large Vefl:ls, and
the Original of the Nerves, the good or ill Qua-

lities that have been imparted to ’em. The
Contagion, that is communicated to the Sheets
of 2 Bed, wherein one that has the Pox or
Jtch has lain for a Night only, will imprint its
| Charaéters on a found Perfon, that after lyes

In ’em ; tho® the impure Matter touch only

the Scarf-skin, and is to Appearance much lefs

active than Arfenic or Sublimas.

The unfaithfulnes us’d, in making up cer-
tain Compofitions , which I have experienc’d on
fome Occafions, hath oblig’d me, to refolve to
make up my felf, fome that are more fimple,"
and much more Effe&ual.

Etmullerus in his Medicingl Surgery ; and
many others before him, have complain’d of
the prodigious numbeér of Medicines ufed in
Pradtice ; and of the great many Plaifters,
| Oyntments, Cerats, and a thoufand other ufelefs
things, good for nothing, but to perplex the.
 Mind of young Surgeons. That great Maga-
e of Pharmacy, might be' reducd 'to much
narrower Bounds. - Experience Has- convinc’d
ne of the truth of this 5 and there are at this
time many Perfons, very expertin Chirurgical.
Practice, that are herein of my Opinion
fome of whom think, that one Remedy only may
anfwer all ; It were well if fuch a Method might
be eftablifht, for the good of the Wounded, -
ard the Conveniency of Surgery.
| M But
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(tions fo perplexing, and ftuff’d with fuch 1

number of Ingredients, as thefe, which fome
‘ule at this Day: In his time, two or three

Stmples, fuffic’d to make a Balfam, which was
- nothing inferiour to many others, that are now
- ery’d up as Infallible Remedics.

__Balfams are recommended, in the curing of
Wounds, by the moft Part of the Ancients, and
‘almoft all the Moderns, contrary to-the Opi-
'nion of fome that Praétife Surgery, Enemies
toAntiquity ; who therein ad, as the Quacks do,
| contrary to all manner of Reafon: But an undif
 creet Paffion, ought never to prevail over that,
‘which is juftifyed and fupported by Experi-
| EHCE.

.~ Tho’ I don’t approve of Medicines, made
\up of numerous Ingredients » Yet I have cften
us'd the Styptick Plaifter of Crolliys 5 Wwhich, tho’
[t may be accounted of this number , ought
'mot at all to be laid afide : For when it is
Maithfully made up, it hath Vertues too effetual
'to be neglefted, and not fought after. When
have a Mind to give it a fofter Confiftence,
and rcduce it to the form of an Oyntment,
that I may make nfe of itin drefling of Wounds,
I melt it with the Balfam which I have de-;
{crib'd j and fometimes with the 0y of St.Jobn’s
Wort, prepar’d with Gum-Elemy,

It will anfwer all the Expectations, may be
had of it, in curing Wounds and  [llcers: It
ILa}*s Pain, cleanles, and breeds Yleth : thofe
o M 2 whao

-
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not to all Diftempers, nor all Parts of the Bodys.
as was obferv’d in the firft Remark iof this
third Part: Which I have alfo experienc’d
fince, in many other Occafions.

- Bafilicon, is one of the moft common Oynt-
ments,;and moft us’d : I fometimes imploy it to
xeceive the Pouders, that I think neceffary, ei-
ther to Irritate, or procure Suppuration when
I judge it convenient :. Otherwife I don't
much deal withit. _ et DR
.. It fometimes falls out, by the ufe of Szrco-
Hck Balfams, that the Flefh grows fo faft, as to
oblige us to confume it ; and alfo the Orifices
of the Lymphatick Vefels, oftentimes raife, up
«certain Protuberances, that together with the
fuperflious Flefh, forms as it were. a refem-.
iblance of Mufbrooms, which fome endeavour to
remove with Catberesicks, but to no purpefe.
-1 have obferv’d, that to touch the Excre/~
ience all over, witha Diffolution of the Canftick
‘tope, is much better, than any other meang,
«thatiean be us’d, for this Intention; providing
the Application be renewed, fo oft as is needful.
dhave in eight or ten Days, confumed Mufp-
w005 as big as my Fift; which the ordinary
- Powders cou’d not have done in two Months.
At may be feen, in feveral Places of the fe-
«<ond Part of this Book, that I have us'd it,
i;wi-;h a quick and happy Succefs, when there
-Wwas Occafion to take off the Callofity, happen-
dng to Wounds, in order to procure a Reuni- -

LEAEE M 3 on ;.
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diffolves Contufions, and its ufe is of great be=
nehit. -

Itis certainly very convenient, thata Sur-
geon have fome peeuliar Remedy, the Vertues
whereof he is well acquainted with, to which
he may have recougfe in obftinate and trouble-
fom Accidents, that fometimes follow upen
Wounds, and will not yield to the Common Re-
‘medies. It is often alfo expedient to change
the Medicines, as I have formerly faid, and
not always to be confin’d to one thing: For the
Fondnels one may have for a Balfam, or an
Oyntment, that, pofiibly, may have done very
good Service on many Occalions, ought not
to prevail {0, as to make ns employ 1t in all
Times and Places: The feft and moft 4p-
pro’d Remedies, have not always the fame Ef-
f=éts, or the fame Succefs: For certain it is
“that not meeting with the fame Conftitution in all
Perfons, ’tis impoffible they can have the fame
Opzrations.

REFLECTION.

[ have often oblerv’d, and it daily falls out,
that Quacks, who have neither Skill nor Expe-
rience, have fucceeded in the Curing feveral
Diftempers, after they were given over by Pro-
fefs’d Surgeons, who had beftow’d much time,

~ and us’d many Romedies to no purpofe : But
I don’t at all think it ftrange ; for Thofe,leave

~ Nature to her Self, in fuch Occafions ; and ’tis
fhe only that works thefe Miracles, that are
M 4 unjuftly
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that thefe Men or Women, who are employ-
ed in felling them, are not the firft Authors s -
and that thefe who firft us’d ’em, were not al-

together deftitute of Knowledge. b
 Diapalma, is one of the Plaifters, moft com-
monly us’d in Hofpitals of the Army: When
it is rightly made up, and diffolved; as was{aid
before, it isnot to be defpis’d : And I add to
it, when the Cafc requires, a little of Empla-
ftrum de Betonica.

- Emplaftrum divigum, Manus Dei, Gratia Dei,
&c. are Pluifters of a fingnlar Vertue ; but
very feldom to be found made up, with all the
requfiite Fidelity. |
- I'have nothing in particular to @y, concern~
ing Cataplafms, avearding to the ordinary
Method : It belongs to the prudent Surgeon,
to give them what Form and Qualities, he
thinks fitteft for the prefent Oeccafion.

- I have often faund much more Advantage,
from the Ufe of Emplaftrum Tripharmacum {po-
ken of before, and Diapalma diffolv’d, which
don’t fo much clog the Parts, to which they
are appply’d, nor at all hinder Tranfpiration.
Anodine Cataplafms, fuch as that of: the Crum
of Bread,and others of that Nature, are very
ufeful in great Inflammations of Wounds, after
the neceflary Diverfions have been perform’d 3
they allay the Heat of the Blood, extinguifh
the Acrimony of Salts, and relax the Skix.
Unguentum Santalinym may alfo be us’d to good
| Mg h Purpofe 3 .
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ple Remedies; and that with very good Suc--
- ¢cefs. Thofe who have been {o happy, as to-
avoid the malignant Influence, of the Conta~
gious Steams, that have fo long prevail’d in:
the 4ir, have experienc’d the Comfortablenefs
of this Method, by the fuddennefs of their:
Cure, compleated without any Exfoliation of
the Extremities of the Bones: Which infalli-
bly had followed on Frequent Dreffings.

I commonly ufe a Button of Vitriol, to caute=
rize the Veflels, and ftop the Bleeding, which
I ever found fuccefsful 3 neither did the Flux
of Blood ever return. The two Stitches with
o+ Meedle , made crofs-wife upon the Ve or
Artery, are very fure ; this is a common Way,
which I have fometimes, and yet do follow ¢
But the Falling of that Suture, is fometimes
{o tedious, that it exhaufts the Patience, both
of the wounded Perfon, and the Surgeon ; not-
withftanding its ufe is very fafe : For the
Bizeding is lefs to be fear’d this Way, which is
quick and gentle, than any other. The adusl
Cuutery is now out of ufe,unlefs it be in Amputa-
tions perform’d on the Dead.

Tho’ in the Cures of the Penctrating Wounds
of the Thorax, fpoken of in my fecond Part,
I was not oblig’d to perform the Operation of
the Empyema 3 yet I have had Occafion to ufe
it, on many other wounded Perfons, fince 1
embrac’d this Method : For take what Way, or
what Care you will, it is oftentimes abfolutely

‘ neceflary
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I have already faid, that in ‘Openings which
I make to evacuate the Colleftions of Matter,
or Abfreffes in the Thorax, ocafion’d by a Pley-
refy or Peripneumonia, I ufe Tents without a
Point in the firft Days, to keep the Matter
from coming out all at once : Otherwife the
Place that was poffeft b# the Matter, wou'd
foon be fill'd with 4ir ; which, being ever
colder than the inward Parts of the Body,
might occafion Coagulations, Suffocations, and
Swoonings. Moreover, when a great deal of
Blood is extravafated, it muit alfo be let out by
Degrees. Now in fuch Occafions Tents are
neceflary : But thefe being once over, I lay
them afide for good and all j that a free Paflage
may be given to the Matter, that the Genera-
tion of a Callofity, about the Sides of the Open-
ing, may be prevented, and ghat nothing may
be left to hinder the Reunion.

By this Method, the wretched Patient is deli-
vered from a great deal of Trouble, Pain and
Vexation 3 being enabled thereby to enjoy a
Repole, which otherwife he could never have
expetted : And by feeing him thus from
Pan, what inumerable Accidents are avoid-
ed ?

Had not Charity and Patience prevail’d in
this Place, and reftrain’d us from cutting off,
without further delay, Members, that were
only gangren’d by an Extremity of Cold, as
other Surgeons of Hofpitals have done ; this of

Brianfon,
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dents.  Fluxions, Mortifications, and Gangrenes
are here very much to be feared; to prevent
which, I at firft give Breathing to the Wound
with pretty large and deep Incifions, accord-
ing as the Nature of the Part, and bignefs of
the Wound do require. 1 do my utmoft to
draw out the Extraneous Bodies, if there are
any , putting the Wounded Perfon in the
fame Poftwre wherein he received the Wound *
Afterwards I drefs it according to my Me-
thod, and feafonably perform the requifite Di-
verfions. A Flux of Blood, is almoft never to
be fear’d till the Efcar be fallen, unlefs fome
great Veflel be wonnded.

Neverthelefs, I can truly affirm, that there
never happened any Flux of Blood in Gunfhot
Wounds, fince I laid afide the ufe of Tents -
for according as the Efcar isdiffolv’d and comes
away, a mew Flefb is bred without any hin-
drance,and covers the Wounded Vefiels, which
can’t be when it is preft by Tents. This is a
Truth fo evident, that I hope no Man will
call it in Queftion.

- Diet ought always to be rightly order’d 3
and if notwithftanding all our Care and Pre-
caution, dangerons Symptoms do follow, we
muft endeavour to eafe and relieve the Part,
by making many Scarifications thereon, in or-
der to give a Vent to the extravafated Blood,
and to hinder its Stay and Fermentation. But
feeing the moft part of the Accidents that

happen, ,
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Diffolving Cataplafms are fométimes very
Teafonable, providing they be not too empla- -
ftick : and if in {pite of all our Care a Gan-
grene fhould follow, we muft ufe thefe Reme-
dies which were delcrib’d under that Head.
But this Accident never yet fell out in any of
thefe Wounds, whereof we had the firft Dref
fing ; and I can aver, that tho’ - fimple Gun-fbot
Wounds, are dreft in this Hofpital as Excoria-
tions-only, yet are they always cur’d with a
furprizing Quicknefs : Neverthelefs we per-
form all the neceffary Diverfions. The Re-
medies we us’d may be feen in the Relation of
the Cures.

CHAP X :
Of Burns.

T H E Aecidents occafion’d by Gun-powder,
might afford us Subjeét of much Dif-
courfe upon Burzj But I defign only to
{peak a2 Word or two thereof, that I may
thence have Occafion, to point forth the Re- -
- medies I ufe in their Cure.

The 7Zallow: of which they make Candles,
melted with the 0yl of Waluuts to the Confi-
ftence of an Oyntment; will anfwer to all the
Intentions propos’d in this Matter. I have
not found any thing either fo effe€tual, or fo

eafies
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bing Medicines, taken inwardly to facilitate the
opening of Obftruétions ; while cutwardly, the
moft proper Oyntments, were us’d to allay the
Pain, and diffipate the corrupt Matter, to
which I caus’d add a little Camphire and fome
Yolks of Eggs mixt together : To conclude,
after very frightful Suppurations, the Cure
was compleated ; but they were for the moft
part,like fo many Serpents,all oblig’d to change
their Skin.

CH AP K
Of Ulcers.

Tmullerus is of Opinion, that the Caufe of

Ulcers, proceeds from an Acid , whereby
the immediate Nourifhment, diftributed to the
Part, 15 corrupted, and lofing its Oyly and
Balfamick Nature, becomes {our, and altoge-
ther unfriendly tc the Part, that it ought to
nourifh, and fo confiderably encreafes the acid
Ferment, and augments its Aétivity.

According to this Definition, a Topical Re-
medy well accommodated to the Kind of the
Difeafe, and that deftroys 4eids, and repairs
the Balfamick.Nature of the Nutricious Fuice,
if fufhicient to bring this fort of Diftemper to

a perfeet Cure. 1 have often in this manner
~ cured
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'n curing of Ukers, but often to no purpofe,
In the mean time I dare affirm, and that
truely, that in the Places where I have us'd
it, all thefe Vlcers, that were formerly thought
Incurable, were thereby ended in a very fhort
time. it

Tho’ I do but very feldom make any ufe of
Injedtions, nevertheleS, T have been fome-
times oblig’d, to have recourfe to this Remedy,
from which T have reap’d more advantage,
then from all thofe us’d in Practice ; and efpe~
cially in hollow and deep Vlcers : As alfo in
large Abfeeffes of flefhy Parts, where there is
great Putrefation, and fometimes a confidera~
ble Cavity,

- The Seriptural Balfam, fpoken of before,
which is only an equal Quantity of 0y} and
Wine, boil'd to the coufumption of the latter,
is alfo an excellent Medicine for Ulcers: With
this Remedy only, I have cur'd great num-
bers. |

Many Authors there are, who have left us
an Account of a vaft number of Remedies,
which are us’d in Hofpitals 3 for which Reafon,
1 will fay nothing of them here, where my De<
fign is only to make known thofe I ufe in my
own Praétice. _

By what I have faid of the feldom dreffing
of Wounds, it may be eafily guefs’d, that I am
not for frequent Dreffing of Ulcers ; For if
they proceed from an Acid, as Etnmullerys thinks

. we
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fumes atl the corrupted, and the Superfluous

- Flefh. T have often apply’d this, before I made

ule of our Lation,

The Aqua Phagedenica, or Lime-water mixt
with Salt of Lead, or Sal Armoniac and Aqua
Caleftis, have alfo ferv’d us on fuch Occafi-
ons ; for if one Remedy fails, as often falls
out, we muft have Recourfe to another.

£ H-AF K]
Of Simple Fratlures.

I N the Cure of Simple Fraftures, commonly
four things are propos’d to be done. Firft,
to fet the Bone, or bring it to its natural Fi-
gure. Secondly, to keep it fo, with fit Dref-
fings. Thirdly, to take care of the neighbour:
ing Parts. And fourthly, to give the afflicted
Member a convenient Pofture.

Firft then,Extenfion is almoft ever neceflary,
to reduce the Bowe to its natural State, which
is to be more or lefs vigorons, according to
the Quality of the Fralure, the Nature of the
Broken Part, or the Age and Sex of the Pa-

- tient: but we muft obferve not to make Ex-.

tenfion, when Inflammation, or other Accidents
appear, till they are either remov’d, or con-
fiderably abated,

As
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the feventh ; and for my felf I delay it as long
as ever I can. Experience has taught me,
that it is moft advantageous for the Patient
not to be dref’d, till the Callus is intirely
form’d; unlefs the Bands are loofen’d, or fome
unexpeéted Accident hath fallen out, fuch as
Itcbing, and Difordering of the reduced Bones.
I could recount a great number of Soldiers,
that have departed from this Hofpital, cur’d of
Simple Frattures of all forts, according to my
Method 5 but I fhall content my felf with the
Relation of the following Cure.

A Soldier call’d Lz Tulippe, of the Regiment
of Conde, was brought to this Place, having

“his right Thigh-bone broken about the mid.

~dle, and fhattered : This unlucky Accident -

befell him, as he was lleeping upon Mount G -

#evre, under a Tree, which at the fame time

Was cut down, and fell upon his Thigh. So
foon as he was committed to my Care, I re-
duc’d the Bone by a vigerous Extenfion, and
apply'd a linnen Cloth, dipt in an entire Egp,
beat up with a little 0y of Rofes, and a fmall
quantity of good Vinegar, upon which I put
fome Compreffes, then three or four pretty long
Rollers, with fome Splents of Paft-board, en-
compaffing all with a Piece of the ame 3 and
1aft of all the Funcks, with what belongs to ‘em.
Diverfions were perform’d, and a moderat Diet

ordered. [ let the Dreflings fay on for twen=
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Callus : fuch as the Juice of Cowflip, of Agri-
mony, orits Root, taksn in Prink ; and many
others to befeen In ancient Authors. Natufre
is the Archite@, and principal Framer of the
Cullus, when fhe is allow’d that Repofe, which
is neceffary to her A&ing : however I den’t
difapprove , the ufe of incraffating Nourifh-
ment, on {uch Qccafions.
~ In the third Place, as to the Care of the ~ __
neghbouring Parts, when the Frafture is much
fhatter’d and very painful, it is excecding ad-
vantagious to apply Defenfives to the Superior
Pgrts,and the Emuniories: the Liniment made
of an Egg beat up with 0yl of Rofes,and fome-
times with a little of that of Turpemtine, and
fome Viregar ; when the Contufion is great,
anlwers alfo to this Intention ; together with
Embrocations with diflolving Oyls. Above
all, Diverfions are of great Efficacy; to- pre-
vent and remove Accidents,
As for the fourth Thing ; it is of great Im-
portance to the fraéturd Member , to be
- plac’d in a convenient Situation, upon which'
very often depends the good or ill Succefs of
the Cure. In Hofpitals of the Army, all the
neceflary €onveniences are not to be found ;
but the Ingenuity of the Surgeon, ought to make
up that Defect, The greateft Part of the
Wounded , are only laid upon Straw, which
has not Stability enough, to keep a Member
' N 2 long
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CH A PR
Of Compound Vrallures.

Ousplicated Fradures are very hard to be

4 cur'ds In the fecond Part of this Trea~
tife may be feen, the manner how a good num-~
ber of fuch, were brought to a perfe& Cure s
But we muft not always flatter our felves, with
Expeétations of the like good Succefs; chiefly
when part of the Subftance of the Bone is loft.
The Youth, and good Conftitution of the Pati- -
. ent, are great Helps in fuch Occafions. The
Metkod of Dreffing Gently, Speedily and Seldom,
faves a great deal of Time, and prevents very
many Accidents. Nature,when at Liberty, and-
adting without Reftraint, does things very
furprifing, and fuch as we wou'd have judg’d
to be impoffible.

The Generation of a Callus in a Simple Fra-
(ture, is undoubtedly more fpeedy, thanin a
complicated one: In the firft the Heat is kept
in, and united, and aés with more Strength
and Quicknefs. The Bone being covered by
the Teguments, is fhelter’d from the injuries of -
the 4ir: For according to Fabricius ab Aqua-
pendente , Part. 1. Bo. 4. Chap. 9. the exter-
nal Air alters the Bowes, and deftroys their

N 3 Natural
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Irritations and Pains, but alfo deprives the
Sick of that Rif?, which is abfolutely neceffary
> to 'em.

Fabricius ab Aquapendente,in the eighth Chap-
fer of the fame Book, treating of Complicated
Frattures, where the Bone is not uncovered, Qr-
ders the Lips of the Wound to be joyn’d toge-
trer,and that it be dreft but once in threeDays.
And In the tenth Chapier of the fame Book,
fpeaking of Complicated Fraltures where the
Bone is'laid bare, dire@s to Joyn the Lips of -
the Wound by Stitching or otherwife 5 and af-
- terwards to go on with the Cure, asin a Sim-
- ple Wound.

I am not therefore the only Perfon, that
has dreft complicated Fraltures after this Man-
ner. It may be obferv’d alfo, that Rhafis, and
Serapion us’d this Metkod, in' the Cure of
Wounds of the Head with a Frafture of the
Seull 5 for they fay, that Wounds of the Head
muft be ftitch’d up, even where the Scall is
broken quite thorow.

It this may be done on fuch Occafions,
much morein complicated Fratures of other
parts of the Body : now the Stitching us’d by
thefe Authors in Fraftures of the Scull, was for
no other End, but to exclude the 4ir, which
might have prov’d hurtful to the Brain, the
Membranes, and the Scull,

Gualen, and Avicen advife Stitching in fuch
a Cale ; but Hippocrates forbids it, in his Book

N 4 of
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of Wounds of the Head. For my felf I very
rarely ufe it, in any part of the Body, tho’ I
don’t difapprove it: But in Gunfbot Wounds,
it can’t be pratis’d, for many Reafons known
to every Bedy.

Fralures with aWound, are in general very
troublefom : But thefe caus’d by Fire-Arms
more than others; and they are alfo more or
lefs hard to cure, according to the Part where-
in they are; For the Complicated FraGures of
the Thigh, wliich we have had under our Care
in this Holfpital, were not fo foon cur'd as
thofe of the Leg; nor thefe, as the Fraftures -
of the Arm, and (o of others ; tho’ in all, the
fame Method was always follow’d.

As to the difficulty of curing thofe of the
Thighs, it is often occafion’d, by the Inconve=
niences to be met with, in the Hofpitals of
the Afmy: For there is difficulty in giving
Chyfters there, where we cannot afford the Ac-
commodations neceffary for voiding the Ex-
crements: becaufe wanting,ordinarly,Servants,
handy and charitable enough to affift the Pa-
tients in fuch Occafions, they ly in their Na-
ftines, and are indifcreetly and violently
mov’'d; by which means the Cures become te-
dious and difficult. For we may be fure, that
Nature aéts withno lefs Diligence and Wifdom
upon thefe, than upon other Parts.

I make no queftion, but many Perfons will
condemn this Way of dreffing complicated

Fratures,
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with the Syzovis, or Humor that moiftens the
Joynts ; which, if it be coagulated there by
fome Acid, will hinder the Head of the Bone
to go into that Place, from whence it came
out ; in which cafe we may reckon the Refto<-
ring of the Bone to be impoflible. Where-
fore, we ought at firft to e¢mploy all our'Care,
to procure its Reduétion.

The Inftruments neceffary to reduce 0IF
Luxations, or fuch #ew ones as require great.
Force, are not all to be found always in Hof=
pitals of the Army ; but the Hand of Servants,
and the Ingenuity of the Operator, ought
to make up that want as much as poffible.

Guy de Chauliac, Fabricius ab Aquapendente,
Pareus, and many others, have fufficiently
explained the manner of Reducing Diflocations.
A young Surgeon ought to omit nothing, that

may conduce to his Accomplifhment herein 3
For it is by thefe fimple Operations, that the
- Vulgar knows: to difcern the Skilful from the
Ignorant ; becaufe thefe forts of Performan-
ces are altogether Chirurgical, and require
~only the Dexterity of the Artift to accomplifh
‘em.

I have found by Experience, that an Egg,
beaten up with 0yl of Turpentine and a little Vi-
- mégar, s very profitable to the luxated Parts,
to which it is apply’d ; yea that it is 2 Reme-

dy {ufhicient to anfwer all Intentions : Aromz-
tick .
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Cautery , and Galen after him is alfo for the
fame Operation, in order to drain and confume
the flimy and watery Humowrs, to ftrengthen
the Skin, and to faften and fortifie the Foint.
Hippocrates, for this purpofe ufes a Rope of
raw Flax, which being fet on fire, vields a
Coal, like that of the Match us'd in Armies 3

- and detius, according to Archigens, did it

with the Root of Fullers-Weed and of Birth-
wor:, probably to render the Operation
more gentle : it is perform’d upon the Place,
where the Head of the Bone bunches out.

This Remedy is rude 3 and we have never
us'd it in this Hofpital, becaiife it frightens
the Patient. Nevertheles thefe Diftempers,
are fomtimes fo painful, and withal fo obfti-
nate, that thofe who are under ’em, willingly
(ubmit to the moft cruel Operations, that they
may be releafed therefrom.

Fabricius ab Aquapendente relates, that after
he had in fuch a Cafe, to no purpofe, us'd VEry
many things ; the Patient was car’d with a
Plaifter of a certain Herb, which he believ’d _
was Hearts-Eafe, that was apply’d to him by

~a Quack.

As for my felf, tho’ I don’t difapprove the
Way us’d by the Ancients in this Cafe, yet L
am of Opinion that it ought not to take Place,
till more gentle Methods are firft try’d: And
this Is the courfe we ufe to take,at firft try}ing

what-
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keep it faft inits Place : moreover the Patient
muft be very careful to keep himfelf quiet, and

muft obferve a Drying and Attenuating Courle
of Diet, |

——

CH AT BY

The Conclufion of the Third Part  with
Jome very ufeful Remarks.

Y principal Defign in this lictle Trea-

tile, being to introduce for the Relief
of Wounded Perfons, a Gentle, Speedy, and Fa-
fie Way of curing their Diftempers; I have en-
deavoured to cenfirm the fame, as much as
lay in my Power, by Reafons and Exp:rienees,
I am not ignorant, that this Part of Surgery
which concerns Wounds, does not exhauft its
Bounds; and that I have only flightly touch’d
on other Things, that are of no lefs Impor-
tance.

My Intention, was not to tranfcribe from
other Authors ; and therefore I thought it e-
nough, fuperficially only to declare my
Thoughts, of the other Parts of Surgery 5 -
wherein alfo I have confin’d my felf, to that
whichis moftcommon, and moft neceflary, and
was withall moft particulurly known to me 3

net
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not being willifig to {peak of many Things, a-
bout which I had nothing new to advance.
I think I have done what I defign’d, and am
ambitious of nothing elfe, but that my Iluten-
tion, which I have fincerely declar’d, may
have all the Succefs I cow’d wifh it.

The Courfe I take to prevent the Scaling
of Bones, explained in the firft Part of this
Book, I learnt from Experience 5 I hope alfo
it will be found very ufeful and neceflary, in
drefling Wounds where the Bone is uncovered.

I drew alfe from the fame Fountain, the
manner of Dreffing after the Operation of the
Trepany and yet I doubt not,but it will have the
Fate to be condemn’d as new: However, I
will not {pend Time in anticipating the Ob- -
je&ions of others, by anfwering them before
hand : For whatever might be faid in com-
mendation of the Plate, which was never us’d
by any before me, wou’'d only prove an In-
ducement to excite the Criticks to decry it.

Experience, and Reading have inform’d me, .
that the 4ir is a mighty Hinderance to the Cure
of Wounds : and I have endeavoured to find
out an eafy Way to hinder its Accefs, efpecial-
ly in Wounds where the Seull is cut : For ’tis
evident, that the moft part of the Accidents
that attend fuch Wounds, are occafion’d only,
through the little Care taken, to keep off the
Affavlts of the Ajr, which are promoted by

the
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the Cuftom of Jong and frequent Drefiings.

I have feen Surgeoms {pend whole Hours,.
in dreffing Wounds of the Head, accompany’d
with a Fradture of the Seull, to loofen, break,
or cut off the Splinters, or fome Piece of the
Bone ; which ought never te be done, unlefs
we are very well aflur’d, that they prick the
Dura Mater,

There are many, who think they have {ped
well, if at each Dreffing, they can but extraét
fome little Bit of broken Bone, which they
carefully preferve, to fhew to all that come,
thinking thereby to gain Credit; and to raife
their Reputaeion, by that which ought to be
condemn’d, and often cofts the Wounded Per-
fon his Life.

A very famous Officer, not long ago expe-
rienc’'d, the fatal Effe@ts of this cruel Method 5
for having had his Scull broken by a Bullet,
whereby he was in a manner trepann’d, with-
out hurting the Brain, or its Membraues 3 or
occafioning any dangerous Symptom : fome
Time was unadvifedly fpent twice a Day, in
loofening, and pulling away forcibly little Por-
tions of the Bome, which Nature won'd eafily
have feparated , . fuppofing that afterwards .
which yet was impofiible, they might chance
to prick the Dura Mater : by this Method the
Dura Mater, and the Brain were altered, and
vifibly mortifyd ; fo that he dy’d on the Ele-

venth
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their own Maxims, to follow others that are
contrary to’em. Wherefore, I have addrefs’d
this little Difcour( to young Surgeors, who
may poffible reap fome Advantage from it
not being uncapable of the good Impreffions,
one defires to make upen ’em.

I am not defirous, that the Newwefs of this
Method, fhould either engage them to follow
it, or oblige ’em to reject it; but only wifh
that they may put it to a Tryel, in order to
make a true Judgement : For every reafona-
ble Man, ought wifely to inform himfelf of the
Truth of Things, and to examine their Con-
fequences, before he pofitively give his Judg-
ment. Nothing is more Eafy for one , than
to Pafs a Verdi&t; and nothing more Difficult,
than to Fudge aright.

I am convinc’d by Experience, that it is
dangerous to credit the Teftimonv of others.
The wrong Judgment made on a Wound, that
one of our moft famous Generals receiv’'d, 0&o-
ber 4. 1693. being the Day of the Fight of
Marfeils, and my Eafinefs to rely on the Fi-
delity of another, and on the Report made to
me, the Day after the firft Drefing thereof,
had almoft coft him his' Zife. The Wound was
deep, and made by a large Bullet, and was
dreft at firft, as if it had been only a fimple
one, with a great quantity of Lint, where-
of a Part was loft and fix’d in the Depth of the

Wound :
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Wound : However it happen’d very fortunate-
ly, that it was driven out by the Matter 3 but
it left behind it,in the Place where it was hid,
a confiderable Mortification, which gave occa-
fion to make great and deep Incifions, where=
by a Frafture was difcovered. Prudence hin-
ders me to declare at more length, the Cir=-
cumftances that accempany’d this Cure, to
which M. Dalibour, Mafter-Surgeon {worn at
Paris, and Surgeon Major of the Horfe of the
Houfbold, an able and experienc’d Man, was
called to give his Advice. In a Word, after
many Accidents, all was brought to a happy
Conclufion. |
It is therefore abfolutely neceffary, for a-
Surgeon, who is careful of his Reputation, te.
fearch the Wounds himfelf, which were not
dreft by him at firft, in order to difcover their.
Nature, and know their Extent. This was
not the only Perfon, who in the Day of that
Fight, experienc’d the Inconveniency of be--
ing dref’d at firft in a Hurry.. I have for
good Reafons, not mentien’d feveral other
Cafes not much differing from the former,
that occurd in the fame Oeccafion, wherein
there were many drefs’d in that Quarter,
that was affign’d to the Body of Relerve, be-
longing to our Army.
In this Book, and particularly in the fe-
cond Part thereof, may be feen, after what
* manner,
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manner, I have brought to 3 perfeét Cure, a
great mumber of Wounds, of all Kinds and Quali-
ties, with much Eafe, {mal] Charge, and with
fimple Remedies, which are no o ufeful to
the Rich, than convenient for the Poor,

The great Charges ordinarly laid out upon
the Cure of Wounds,fometimes involve the Pa-
tient, after that cure js perfedted, in Evils no
lefs troublefom than the former: The Wounds
are fill'd, and clos'd up, but the Pockets are

-opened, and drain’d, That Perfon, of whom
1 fpoke in the twenty fifth Chapter of the Sew
¢ond Part, before he came under my Care,
had a Bill of Three pundred and feventy fix Liw
vers, brought him by the Apothecary, for
Medicines furnifh'd By him; when yet after

-all that Expence, there was no Appearance of
a Cure,

The Credit of a Surgean, does not confift in
emptying the Shops, to cure his Pationts.3
‘On the contrary, we ought rather Chriftian
dike to be faving of the Money of thofs, whe
Put their very Perfoy and Life in our Handss
And if they chance to prove fo ungrateful, as
0 deny us what we have deferv’d 3 after fuch
3 good Deed, we may expe@ our Reward
drom Heaven, We ought not to be brib’d,
by the confideration of a Moam Iniereft, to a-
bandon the Fidelity, wherewith we .ought to

- -endeavour the Speedy Cure of our l%‘alzierat;»f
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more truly, that fhe is the principal Worker
therein : But I leave it to the performance of
more delicate Pens, to celebrate her Praifes,
and publifh her Excellencies; contenting my
felf to admire her Wonders, which are no lefs
unaccountable than they are furprizing.

The Year 1686. afforded me an Occafion,
wherein it appear’d, that Natuwre ever aéts
for the Prefervation, of the moft noble and
the moft perfeét of her Works. A Soldier of
the Fort of Miraebout, which parts the Valleys
of Luferne from Queras, having rob’d his Cap-
tain, was purfu'd ; and finding no other Way
to efcape, he threw himfelf down from the top
of the Walls upon the Rocks, where falling on
his Feet,they were not only put out of Joynt,but
cach of them were fraétur’d with a Wound -
He was taken, and brought to the Fort,where
there was no Surgeon, by reafon of the Small-

nefs of the Garrifon.

- He lay four Months on Straw, without any
Relief but Bread and Water ; during which
time his Feet were gangren’d, and foon after-
ward intirely mortified. '

But, which is extremely furprizing, around
the. lower part of both the Legs, a little above
the Amcle, Nature her (elf form’d a certain
Wreath or Roll, which ftopt the Progrefs of the
Mortification, {o that what was beyond this,
was abandon’d to the Kury of the Sphaceiss,

| while
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.while whatever was above thefe Rolls, was fre®
from Blemifh. L= :

He cut off the Right Foot himfelf by the
Joynt, with a little Pocket-knife, without i~
«ther Pain or Bleeding 3 and becaufe the Putre«
faétion, occafion’d an Intollerable Smell over
all the Fort, by Reafon of the exceffive Heat,
‘he was fent to our Hofpital at Zuferne,

By the Way he loft a good part of the Other
Foot, which came away of its own accord;
* and notwithftanding the centagious Smell, which
as a Carrion, he difpers’d in all the Places
where he pafs'd, and alfo the extreame Heat
of the Seafon, the Mortification did not pafs
.over the Bounds that Neture had given it; only
thefe Wreaths that we mention’d above, were
confiderably increas’d in Bulk by the Way.
| After he had recovered his Strength, by
~ the Affiftance of good Cordiels, fome Wine,
and Viétuals,' I cut off all that appear’d to be
intirely mortify'd, not fparing the higheft Pla-
ces of the Rolls, which caft an infupportable
Smell s I let him reft till to morrow, and then
cut off one Leg, and the other the Day after:
Forthe Ends of the Tibia and Fibula were al-

ther rotten and uncover'd.  Finally,no o-
ther Accident hppen'd during the reft of the
Cure, which was compleated not long after.

T his wonderful Example, is fufficient to e-
vince, that the want of Art, is oftentimes ﬁzp‘-l

| ply’
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ply’'d by Nature, This may further appear al-
fo by what follows, being a very ftrange thing
that happen’d at Pignerol, - M, Ds I Plyce,
Captain in the Regiment of Barrois, was
wounded with a Bullet at the Batte] of Marfzils,
that entred at the middle and hinder Part of
the Fore-arm, and came out at the lower and
fore-part of the fame, breaking the Cubitus in
its paffage. He was dreft by M. Malinas, a
Surgeon-Major belon ging to the Army in Italy,
and Mafter Surgeon of Lyon, very skilful in
his Imployment.

This Wound was attended with fome trou-
blefom Accidents: For together with a Conti-
nual Fever, an Abfeefs was form’d by a Colle-
&tion of Matter, which was extended over all
the Arm and Fore-Arm : But as they were pre-
paring to make an Opening, the wounded Per-
fon was feiz’d with a great Loofnefs, which all
of a fudden put an End to that Tumor, and re-
ftor’d the Arm and Fore-Arsn to their natural
State. This unexpeéted Accident, being fol-

Jlowed by fo furprizing an Effe&t, oblig’d his
Surgeon to caufe take 2 view of that, which
the Patient had voided, and it was found to
be the very Matter of the Abfcefs, without any
thing elfe, fave fome little Excrement, which
remain’d altogethr unmix’d therewith : More-
OVer, according as new Muatter was gathered in
the fame Places, it was fi]] voided again by

O Steol,
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cur’'d, was followed by a Pleurefie, in whiclr
"the Patient voided at the Mouth a Matter,
like to that which us’d to come from the Ulcer
of the Leg.

It were an eafie Matter, to adduce an infi-
nite number of Examples almoft alike; where-
in Nature appears to have furpafs’d even her
felf ; either in Preferving Parts affliéted, or in
eafing {uch as are Overcharg’d with Humours ,
or finally, in Uniting fuch as are Divided.

In the Year 1686. one Lanfavechke, Quar-
ter-Mafter of the Dragoons of Verue; in the
War againft the Vaudois, was wounded by a
large Bullet, in the upper and fide-part of the
Hypogaftrium, and by all the Accidents it ap-
pear'd, that the Colon was opened and torn
by the Bullet : there came out at the Wound,
for more than the fpace of two Months, an
excrementitions Matter, during which time he
fuffer’d grievous Pains: At length Nature,
~without any Affiftance, clos’d up the Wound
of the Gut, tho’ the Bullet was loft; and he
left Luferne at the Breaking up of the Hofpi-
tal, which was three Months after his Recei-
ving the Wound. _

Hildanus, has a like Obfervation, of a cer-:
tain Man, who'had one of the great Guts o-
pened, in the Operation of the Bulonocele,
which clos’d up of its own Accord. In fine,
as we are oftentimes furprized by things, that

O 2 could
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could not be hop’d, but from either the Boun"
¥y, or even the Caprice of Nature y fo alfo ve-
Ty extraordinary things fall out in Wounds,
by an Effeét of Chance, as well by reafon of
the Pofture Men are in when they receive their
Wounds, as becaufe of the Figure of thefe
things with which they are wounded.

In the fame esr 1656. One wounded with
a Shot,was brought to the Hofpital at Luferne s
the Bullet entered, on the lower and middle
part of the Os Occipitis, and grazing upon the
Iemple-Bone, came out under the Right Ear,
carrying away a Part therof. Tho’ it plain
iy enough appear’d, thatthe Bullet had touch’d
the Seull, yet the Wound was drefs’d as a fiifi~
ple one; becaufe no Accident appear’d j aiid
it was left to the Care of the Servaits ¢ thus
three Days paft 5 during which the Patient
was troubled with a Reftlehefs, complaining
only that he could not put himfelf in an eafie
TFofture, which was not much minded ; Ne-
verthelefs, he dy’d on the fourth Day of his
Wound, with all the Symptoms that ufually’
attend fleepy Diftempers. )

The unexpeéted Death of this Man, oblig’d’
me to open his Seull: I found he had been
wounded with a little Wedge of Zead, which
hitting againft the middle Ridge, on the low=
er Part of the Os Occipitis, when at the fame
time his Head was bow’d down, was cut in

- two
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two by the fharp Edge of the Bone, and one _
part thereof had flipt upon the Temple-Bone, as
was faid, and the other had enter’d the Cavity
of the Scull of that fame Side, and remdin’d
fix’d between it and the Membranes, which
were cut and prefs’d thereby. His Fellow-Sol-
dier in the fame Day and Action, had two
Wounds by one Shot ; the firft a little below
the Yoke-Bone of the left Side, and the other in
the middle part of the Right Hypochondre : Yet
he was compleatly cur’d in twelve Days, with
a Moderate Suppuration, and no Accidents.

I have feen many Wounds, that were no lefs
ftrange thanthefe : Bt in order to make a
right Judgment in fuch like Cafes, the Nature
and Figure of the wounded Part, the Pofture
of the Perfon when he received the Wound,
together with the Figure of that which made it,
muft all be very carefully examin’d before-
hand.Now the ready apprehending of all thefe
Circumftances,with many others alfo, very ne-
ceflary to be known,in order to fiicceffiul Pra-
&ice, can’t be attain’d by Surgeons, without
great Study, continual Exercifz, and unwearied
Diligence,

The Afcent, whereby we mount unto the
Temple of Efeulapius,is no lefs difficult and fteep,
than that by which we rife unto Moust Pernaf-
Jus: °Tis almoft impoffible to get up, without
making fome falfe Steps. However ’tis but

O 3 reafona-
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