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PEMBROKE and MONTGOMERY,
BARONESS HERBERT, &c. &c. &c.

MADAM,

HE following letters relat-

ing to Swiflerland, naturally

claim your Ladyfhip’s protection ;
for they were written while I had
the honour of accompanying Lord
HerzerT upon his travels, 1 feel

Aiig my{elf



iv DEDICATION,

myfelf highly flattered, therefore,
in having the permiffion of in-
{cribing them to your Ladyfhip,
and of thus publicly acknowledg-
ing myfelf, with great refpe&,

MADAM,
Your Ladyfhip’s
Obedient
and obliged

humble fervant,

WILLIAM COXE, °

Vienna, June 26th,
1778.



ADVERTISEMENT,

T HE follrwing letters were written
merely as a private tribute of friendfbip,
and without the leaff view of their paffing
from the hands of the gentleman to whom they
are addreffed, into any other but thofé of the
Author's moft intimate conneltions. Lo the
latter they were accordingly communicated ;
and it was folely in compliance with their una-
nimous, though perbaps too partial, opinion,
that he confented to commit them to the prefs.
For that purpofe a revifal of them became ne=
ceffary 3 in the courfe of which be availed bhim-
felf of every means in bis power, to render them
lefs unworthy of public infpection : and be feels
a juft pride in acknowledging, that be has re-
ceived much additional information from five-
ral of his literary acquaintance in Swifferland ;
that by Captain Floyd s obliging communication
of the very accurate journal be kept during
their joint tour, be bas been enabled to infert
Several material circumftances which bad ei-
ther flipped bis memory, or efcaped bis obfer-
wation ; and that it is owing to the judicious
animadverfions of fome other of bis ingenious
Jriends, that thefe fbeets do not appear with
all their original imperfeitions.

9 THE
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LETTERS, &

LABEST TR T

Donefchingen, July 21, 1776.
DEAR SIRr,

Am now at Donefchingen, in my
I way towards Swiflerland ; a country
long celebrated for the peculiari-
ties of its different governments, and
for the fingular beauties conferred upon
it by nature. As both thefe circum-
ftances cannot fail of being highly in-

terefting to any one, who has the leaft
degree of curiofity; I propofe to my- |
felf great fatisfaction in  this tour :
not without fome regret, however, that
YoE sl B our
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our time for this expedition is extreme=
ly limited, and that we fhall not be
able to vifit as much as I could wifl
of fo delightful a country. But as it
is always one’s intereft, not fo much
to regret what we cannot have, as to
make the moft of what is in our power;
I fhall endeavour to gain all the in-
formation, which the fhortnefs of the
time will admit : and, if it will not be
trefpafling upon your patience, I pro-
pofe to trouble you with fome account
of my tour; writing however, only when
it may be convenient to me, and with-
out promifing that you will find me a
very punctual correfpendent. Tam per-
. fuaded, that I fhall travel with much
greater profit to myfelf, when I am thus
- to inform you of all that I have feen;
as the reflection that my obfervations are
to be communicated to you, will be one
means of rendering me more attentive

and accurate in forming them.
We quitted Strafbourg yefterday, and
croffed the Rhine to Kehl, formerly an
it important
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important fortrefs belonging to Strafa
bourg when an impenal city. It was
alfo ftrongly fortified by the French,
who took pofleflion of it in 1648 ; but it
was ceded to the Empire at the peace
of Ryfwic: the Emperor configned it
over to the houfe of ‘Baden, referving,
however, to himfelf the right of having
a garrifon therein. Since that period,
it has been twice befieged by the
French; and as during the laft fiege, in
1733, the works were confiderably da-
maged, the imperial garrifon has been
withdrawn : at prefent, there are only
the ruins of the ancient fartifications;
and by way of garrifon, a few invalids
belonging to the Margrave of Baden.
From thence we prdcﬂcded to Offen-
bourg, a fmall imperial town ; and foon
after, entered the beautiful valley of
Kinfing ; paffed through Gengenbach,
another fmall imperial town, finely
fituated ; and went up the valley along
the courfe of the river Kinfing ; rifing

B2 gradually
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gradually for feveral leagues together,
until we found ourfelves in the midf
of the Black Foreft. As we afcended,
the country became more wild and ro-
mantic, and the river more rapid; on
each hand mountains, whofe fides were
finely cultivated, and whofe tops were
richly covered with a continual foreft.
Several fmall ftreams of the cleareft
water rolled down the fides of the
mountains, forming numberlefs little
cafcades in their paflage; and uniting,
fell into the Kinfing. The views were
fo exceedingly diverfified ; the villages
fo delightfully fituated; and the cot-
tages fo exceedingly picturefque, that
we almoft imagined we had antici-
pated the romantic beauties of Swifler-
land.

Donefchingen is the principal refi-
dence of the prince of Furftenberg :
in the court-yard of his palace, the
Danube takes its rife. I am this mo-
ment returned from vifiting the fpot:

: the



[75 ™

the defcription of which may be com-
prifed in a few words. Some fmall
{prings rifing from the ground, form a
bafon of clear water, of about thirty
foot fquare: from this pool iffues the
Danube, being at firft nothing more
than a little brook. And though the
two fmall rivers of Bribach and Brege,
uniting below the town, are far more
confiderable than this ftream, which
flows into them foon after their junc-
tion ; yet it is the latter that alone has
the honour of being called the fource
of the Danube, and gives name to the
other two. After we had gone through
the ceremony of ftriding acrofs the
ftream, in order to fay, that we had
Sfepped over the Danube, we foon fa-
tisfied our curiofity; the objedt itfelf
being in no refpett extraordinary, but
deriving its principal recommendation
from being one of the fources of fo
confiderable a river. Indeed, it was
this circamftance alone that induced

B 3 us
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us to enter Swiflerland by the way of
Suabia.
I am, dear Sir,
very affetionately yours,
Wirriam Coxe.

LoE LT B Bodl

Schaffhaufen, July 22,

HAVE great pleafure in breathing
the air of liberty : every perfon here
has apparently the mien of content and
fatisfattion. 'The cleanlinefs of the
houfes, and of the people, is peculiarly
{triking ; and I can trace in all their
manners, behaviour, and drefs, fome
ftrong outlines, which diftinguifh this
happy people from the neighbouring
nations. Perhaps it may be prejudice
and unreafonable partiality; but I am
the more pleafed, becaufe their firft ap-
pearance very much reminds me of my
own
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own countrymen, and I could almoft
think, for a moment, that I am in
England.

Schaffhaufen is a neat and tolerably
well-built town, fituated upon the
northern fhore of the Rhine. It isthe
capital of the canton of the fame name,
and owes its origin to the interruption
of the navigation of that river by the
cataract at Lauffen : huts were at firft
conftructed here for the convenience of
unloading the merchandize from the
boats ; and thefe huts, by degrees, en-
creafed to a large town. Schaffhaufen
was formerly an imperial city, and was
governed by an ariftocracy : it preferved
its liberties, which were attacked by the
Dukes of Auftria, by entering into an
alliance withfeveral other imperial towns,
and with the Swifs cantons. In 1501, it
was admitted a member of the Helvetic
confederacy ; being the twelfth canton
in rank. Of all the cantons, it is the
leaft in fize, being only five leagues in

B4 tength
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fength and three in breadth : its popu-
lation is fuppofed to amount to twenty-
five thoufand fouls; of which, the ca-
pital contains about fix thoufand.

The whole number of citizens or
burgefles (in whom the fupreme power
ultimately refides) is, I am informed,
about fixteen hundred. They are di-
vided into twelve tribes: and from thefe
are elected eighty-five members, who
form the {overeign council, confifting
of a great and little council. To thefe
two councils combined, the adminiftra-
tion of affairs is committed: the fenate,
or little council of twenty-five, being
entrufted with the executive power ; and
the great council, comprifing the fe-
nate, finally deciding all appeals, and
regulating the more important concerns
of government.

The revenues of the ftate arife, partly
from the tythes, and other articles of the
like nature; but principally from the
duties laid upon the merchandife, which

pafies
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paffes from Germany : and I am inform-
ed, that thefe cuftoms are nearly fufh-
cient to defray all the public expences.
Thefe, indeed, are not very confidera-
ble, as will appear from the falary of the

burgomatfter, or chief of the republic ;
which barely amounts to £.150 per
ann. The reformation was introduced
here in 1529 : the clergy are paid by
the ftate, but their income is literally
not fufficient for their maintenance;
the beft living being only about [£. 100,
and the worft £ .40 per ann. The pro-
feflors of literature alfo, who are taken
from the clergy, are paid likewife by
government ; and a public {chool 1s fup-
ported at the expence of the fame. Sump-
tuary laws arein force here, as well as in
moft parts of Swifferland ; andnodancing
1s allowed, except upon particular oc-
cafions : filk, lace, and feveral other ar-
ticles of luxury, are prohibited; even
the ladies head-drefles are regulated.
How would {fuch Gothic ordinances

be
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be received in England? they would
ferve at leaft to lower the price of
feathers. But what is of ftill greater
importance, all games of hazard are
{trictly prohibited ; and in other games
the party who lofes above fix florins
(about nine fhillings of our money)
incurs a confiderable fine. An ex-
cellent regulation! and I was inform-
ed, that thefe laws are not, like ours of
the fame kind, mere cyphers, but are
well obferved. The principal article of
exportation 1s wine; of which they make
a large quantity, the country abound-
ing in vineyards: and as the canton
furnifhes but little corn, they procure
it from Suabia in exchange for their
wine. In the town there are fome, but
not very confiderable, manufaétures of
linen, cotton, and filk : their commerce,
however, is very flourifhing.

It will perhaps give you fome idea of
the fecurity of the Swifs cantons, when
1 tell you, that Schaffhaufen, although a

frontier
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frontier town, has no garrifon ; and that
the fortifications are but flight. The ci-
tizens mount guard by turns ; and the
people of the canton being divided into
regular companies of militia, which are
exercifed yearly, are always ready and
prepared to take up arms in defence of
their country. This canton has fome
troops in the fervices of France, Sar-
dinia, and Holland; the only foreign
{ervices into which the fubjets of the

Proteftant cantons enlift.
Before I take my leave of this city,
I muft not omit mentioning the famous
bridge over the Rhine; juftly admired
for the beauty and fingularity of its ar-
chiteGure. The river 1s extremely ra-
pid, and had already deftroyed feveral
bridges of ftone, built upon arches of
the ftrongeft conftru&ion; when a car-
penter of Appenzel undertook to throw
a wooden one, of a fingle arch, acrofs
the river, which i1s near three hundred
feet wide. The magiftrates, however,
infifted,
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infifted, that it fhould confift of two
arches, and that he thould make ufe for
that purpofe of the middle pier of the old
bridge, which remained entire. Accord-
ingly, the architect was obliged to obey;
but he has contrived it in fuch a manner,
that the bridgeis not at all fupported by
the middle pier: and it would certainly
have been equally fafe, and confidera-
bly more beautiful, had it confifted folely
of one arch. But how fhall I attempt
to give you an idea of it? I, who am
totally unfkilled in architeCture, and
who have not the leaft knowledge of
drawing. Take however the following
defcription, and excufe its 1naccuracy :
It 1s a wooden bridge, of which the
fides and top are covered, and the road
over it 1s almoft perfectly level : it is
what the Germans call a hengewerk,
or hanging bridge; the road not being
carried, as ufual, over the top of the
arch; but, if I may ufe the expreffion,
15 let down into the middle of it, and
there
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there {ufpended. 'The middle pier is
not abfolutely in a right line with the
fide ones, that reft upon the fhore; as
it forms with them a very obtufe angle
pointing down the ftream, being eight
foot out of the linear direion : the
diftance of this middle pier from the
fhore that lies towards the town, is one
hundred and f{eventy-one feet, and from
the other fide, one hundred and ninety-
three; in all, three hundred and fixty-
four feet; making in appearance two
arches of a furprizing width, and form-
ing the moft beautiful perfpective imagi-
nable when viewed at fome diftance. A
man of the flighteft weight walking
upon it, feels it tremble under him;
and yet waggons heavily laden pafs over
it without danger: and although in the
laiter inftance, the bridge feems almoft
to crack with the preflure, it does not
appear to have ever fuffered the leaft
damage. It has been compared, and
very juftly, to a tight rope, which

' trembles
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trembles when it is ftruck, but fll prées
ferves its firm and equal tenfion. I
went under this bridge, clofe to the
middle pier, in order to examine its
mechanifm ; and though not the leaft
of a mechanic, I could not help being
ftruck with the elegant {implicity of the
architeture : I was not capable of de-
termining whether it refts upon the
middle pier, but moft judges agree that
it does not.

When one obferves the greatnefs of
the plan, and the boldnefs of the con-
ftruction, one is aftonithed that the ar-
chitect was a common carpenter, with-
out the leaft proficiency in learning,
totally ignorant of mathematics, and
not at all verfed in the theory of me-
chanics. - The name of this extraordi-
nary man was Ulric Grubenman, an
obfcure drunken fellow of Tuffen, a
{mall village in the canton of Appenzel.
Poffefled of uncommon natural abilities,
and a furprifing turn for the pra@ical

part



i ¥35:1

part of mechanics, he raifed himfelf to
great eminence in his profeflion; and
may juftly be confidered as one of the
moft ingenious architects of the prefent
century. This bridge was finithed in
lefs than three years, and coft ninety
thoufand florins *,

This

* About £. 8000 fterling. Mr. Andrez, in his
Letters upon Swifferland, has given two engray-
ings of this bridge, to which he has added a very
accurate defcription of its mechanical conftruc-
tion, communicated to him by Mr. Jetzler of
Schaffhaufen. In this defcription he confiders it
as confifting of two arches, and reprefents the
bridge as refting upon the middle pier; but I
have been affured by feveral perfons of very re«
fpeétable authority, who faw it foon after it was
built, that the bridge, when it was firft con-
ftructed, did not even touch the pier in queftion
and fince that time, that there has been a wedge
driven in by order of the magiftrates. As a proof,
if indeed any fuch proof be wanted, that the
archite@ could have fucceeded in conftruéting the
bridge without the aid of the middle pier; his
brother, John Grubenman, no lefs eminent than
the other, built about the fame time, and in the

fame
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This morning we {et out on horfeback,
in order to fee the fall of the Rhine at
Lauffen, about a league from this place.
Our road lay over the hills which form
the banks of the Rhine; from whence we
had fome fine views of the town and
caftle of Schaffhaufen : the environs are
pi¢turefque and agreeable; theriver beau-
tifully winding through the vale. Upon
our arrival at Lauffen, a fmall wvillage
in the canton of Zuric, we difmount-
ed; and advancing to the edge of the

fame ftile of architefture, a bridge over the Rhine
at Reichenau, in the Grifons, which is two
hundred and forty feet long, and is but of one
arch. And what would have been ftill more ex-
traordinary, Ulric Grubenman had agreed to throw
a bridge of a fingle arch, and of the fame con-
ftruction, over the river Derry in Ireland. The
river is fix hundred feet wide, which, by means
of abutments, was to have been reduced to four
hundred ; it was to have coft £. 20,000, but the
plan was not carried into execution for want of
proper encouragement.

Vid. Briefe aus der Schweiz noch Hannover
gefchnében, printed at Zuric, 1776,

precipice
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precipice which overhangs the Rhine,
we looked down perpendicularly upon
the cataract, and faw the river tumbling
over the fides of the rock with amazing
violence and precipitation. From hence
we defcended till we were fomewhat be-
low the upper bed of the river, and ftood
clofe to the fall; fo that I could almoft
have touched 1t with my hand. A
fcaffolding is ereCted in the very {pray
of this tremendous catarat, and upon
the moft fublime point of view :—the
fea of foam tumbling down—the con-
tinual cloud of {pray fcattered around at
a great diftance, and to a confiderable
height—in fhort, the magnificence of
the whole {cenery far furpaflfed my moft
fanguine expectations, and exceeds all
defcription. Within about an hundred
feet, as it appeared to be, of the fcaffold-
ing, there are two rocks in the middle
~ of the fall, that prevent one from feeing
its whole breadth from this point: the
neareft of thefe was perforated by the

Yoz, 1, [ % continual
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continual aétion of the river; and the
water forced itfelf through in an ob-
lique direction, with inexpreflible fury,
and an hollow found. After having
continued fome time, contemplating in
filent admiration the awful fublimity of
this wonderful landfcape, we defcended ;
and below the fall we crofled the river,
which was exceedingly agitated.

Hitherto I had only viewed the cata-
raét fideways; but here it opened by
degrees, and difplayed another picture,
which I enjoyed at my leifure, as I fat
myfelf down upon the oppofite bank.
The moft ftriking objetts were as fol-
low : on the fide we came from, a caftle,
erefted upon the very edge of the pre-
cipice, and overhanging the river; near
it, a church and fome cottages; on the
fide where I was fitting, a clump of
cottages clofe to the fall; in the back
around, rifing hills, planted with vines,
or tufted with hanging woods ; a beaus

tiful little hamlet upon the fummit,
{kirted
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fkirted with trees; the great body of
water, that feemed as it were to rufh
out from the bottom of thefe hills ; the
two rocks above mentioned boldly ad-
vancing their heads in the midft of the
fall, and in the very point of its fteepeft
defcent, their tops covered with fhrubs,
and dividing the catarat into three
principal branches. The colour of the
Rhine is extremely beautiful, being of a
clear fea-green; and I could not but
remark the fine effe€t of the tints of
green, when blended with the white
foam 1n its defcent. There 1s a pleafing
view from an iron foundery clofe to the
river, -which is dammed up, in order to
prevent its carrying away the works and
neighbouring cottages: by means of this
dam a fmall portion of the river, in its
fall; enters a trough, turns a mill, and
forms a beautiful little filver current,
gliding down the bare rock, and de-
tached from the main cataraét. Below
the fall the river widens confiderably

£ into
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into a more ample bafon ; at the fall, the
breadth, as well as I could judge by my
eye, feemed to be about two hundred
and fifty feet. As to its perpendicular
heighth, travellers differ : thofe who are
given to exaggeration reckon it an hun-
dred feet high; but I fhould imagine
about fifty feet will be nearer the truth.
I ftood for fome time upon the brink of
the cataract; beheld in admiration, and
Iiftened in filence; then crofled the
river, re-mounted my horfe, and re-
turned to Schaffhaufen.

Some writers have afferted that the
river precipitates itfelf in one fheet of
water ; and, as I before obferved, from
a perpendicular heighth of an hundred
feet. In former ages this account was
probably agreeable to faft; as it is
imagined, that the fpace between the
two banks was once a level rock, and
confiderably higher; that the river has
infenfibly worn away, and undermined
thofe parts, on which it broke along

with
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with the utmoft violence: for, within
the memory of {everal of the inhabitants
of this town, a large rock has given
way, that has greatly altered the view.
Indeed I am convinced that the per-
pendicular heighth of the fall becomes
lefs and lefs every year, by the con-
tinual friction of f{o large and rapid a
body of water ; and have no doubt but
that the two rocks, which now rife 1in
the midt of the river, will in time be
undermined and carried away. The
river, for fome way before the fall, even
near the bridge, dafhes upon a rocky
bottom, and renders the navigation im-
pofiible for any kind of veffel. A few
weeks ago a countryman of ours tried
an experiment with a {mall boat, which
he contrived to have gently pufhed to
the edge of the cataract: it fhot down
entire to the bottom of the fall, was
out of fight for a few moments, and
then rofe up again dathed into a thou-
sand {plintgrs,

I am, &c.
L3 LETTER
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LBET T R R:-IE

Conftance, July 24.

R/ ESTERDAY morning we quitted
Schaffhaufen, and croffed the
Rhine at Dieffenhoffen, a fmall town
in Thurgovy; a country dependent
upon the eight antient cantons: from
thence to Stein the road lay by the fide
of that river. Stein is an independent
town under the proteétion of Zuric,
but governed by its own laws and ma-
giftrates. At this place we took a
boat to carry us to Conftance. A little
above the town of Stein the river
widens confiderably, and forms the in-
ferior lake of Conftance, or the Zeller
See ; which 1s divided into two branches:
from Stein to Conftance is about fix-
teen miles, and from the latter to Z¢ll,
its greateft breadth, about ten. |
A fine breeze foon carried us to the
ifland of Reichenau, which is under

the
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the fovereignty of the thirteen cantons:
it 1s about three miles long, and one
broad ; contains about fixteen hundred
inhabitants, all Catholics; three pa-
rithes; one village; and a rich abbey of
Benedictines, of which the bifhop of
Conftance is abbot. The {uperior was
exceedingly civil, and fthewed us all the
relics and curlofities of the convent:
among the latter, was a rotten tooth
of Charles Le Gros. That monarch,
who was emperor and king of France,
and who poflefled dominions as exten-
five as thofe of Charlemain, lived to
want the common neceflaries of life,
and to depend for his fubfiftence upon
the charity of an archbifhop of Mentz.
He was publicly depofed in 887, at
a meeting of the principal French, Ger-
man, and Italian barons, whom he
himfelf had fummoned: after hav-
ing languifhed a year, in extreme want
and mifery, he died, and was buried in
this convent, The next remarkable

C 4 curiofity,
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curiofity, was an emerald, as it is
called, of an extraordinary fize, which,
according to the annals of the convent,
was a prefent from Charlemain. Take
its dimenfions, and then judge whether
1t can be an emerald: it has four un-
equal fides; the longeft of which is
near two feet, and the broadeft about
nine inches ; it is one inch thick, and
weighs about twenty-nine pounds. The
fuperior valued it at fifty thoufand
florins ; but if it be, as I conjeture,
nothing more than a tranfparent green
fluor-fpathus, its value will be reduced
to a few florins. Upon our return to
the inn, where we dined, we found a
prefent from the fuperior, which we
valued more than all the relics and cu-
riofities of his convent ; two bottles of
cxcellent wine, the growth of the ifland,
which indeed is almoft one continued

vineyard.
In the evening we arrived at Con-
ftance : its fituation upon the Rhine,
between
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between the two lakes, is moft delight~
ful. I was much ftruck with the foli-
tary appearance of a town once fo
flourifhing in commerce, and formerly
{fo celebrated in the annals of hiftory.
There was a dead ftillnefs throughout ;
grafs growing in the principal ftreets ;
in a word, it wears the melancholy
afpect of being almoft totally deferted :
and upon enquiry, I found there were
{carcely three thoufand inhabitants.
This city has met with a fad reverfe
of fortune: 1t was formerly in alliance
with Strafbourg, Zuric, Bafil, &c.; and,
fupported by the affitance of Zuric
and Berne, had driven out the bifhop,
and embraced the reformation. But
the Proteftant cantons being worfted in
1351 ; and the league of Smalcade,
of which Conftance was a member,
being defeated by Charles V. the town
was obliged to fubmit to the emperor,
and to re-admit the Catholic religion.
From this period it loft its independence;

and
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and being negleted by the houfe of
Auftria, it fell by degrees into its pre-
fent almoft annihilated ftate; and ex-
hibits to fome of the neighbouring Swifs
cantons, an inftructive contraft, which
cannot but the more fenfibly endear to
them their own invaluable happinefs, in
the commerce and liberties they enjoy.

We paid a vifit to the chamber where
the council of Conftance was held in
1415, and had the honour of fitting in
the two chairs, in which fat pope John
XXIII *, and the emperor Sigifmond ;
if any honour can be derived from a
turbulent ecclefiaftic, and a perjured
fovereign, It was by a fentence of this
council, that the celebrated reformer
John Hufs (having embraced the doc-
trines of our Wickliffe, and trufting to
the fafeguard of the emperor, who vio-
lated his word) was burnt as an heretic,
They fhew the houfe in which he was
feized, and upon which his head, carved

* He was depofed in this council,
n
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in ftone, but now almoft defaced, is
fixed ; with an infcription under it in
German. Jerome of Prague, his dif-
ciple, had the weaknefs to recant be-
fore the fame council; but this weak-
nefs was amply compenfated by the
greatnefs of foul with which he again
vetraCted this recantation, and by the
calm and intrepid magnanimity which
he fthewed in his laft moments at the
{take. From the top of the cathedral
we had a fuperb view of the town,
which is now fcarce a third of its an-
tient extent; of the two lakes; with
the rugged Alps of Tyrol and Ap-
penzel, their tops covered with per-
petual fnow.

I am juft returned from a pleafant
expedition to the fmall ifland of Mei-
nau, in a bay of the fuperior lake:
this ifland, about a mile in circum-
ference, belongs to the knights of the
Teutonic order. The bailiff fhewed
us the houfe of the commander, which

15



[ 28 ]
1s prettily fituated, and has a fine prof-
pet of the lake, but contains nothing
remarkable. The garden might have
been well laid out by a judicious hand
at a very fmall expence: but the man
who planned it, took it into his head to
hide the view of the lake; which, af-
ter much coft, he has at length unhap-
pily effe¢ted by means of high and cut
hedges! the honeft gardener did mnot
forget to expatiate on the merit of this
curious contrivance. The cellars of this
caftle are well ftocked with wine; an
article from whence the chief revenue
of the commandery arifes. Our good
friend the bailiff was very free in offer-
ing it to us; and we, not to appear
infenfible of his civility, were conftrained
to tafte of feveral different forts, which
he prefented, one after the other, al-
ways praifing the laft as the oldeft and
the moft exquifite. 'The wine was in-
deed excellent, the glafles large, and a
moft formidable row of enormous cafks

il
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{1l remained untafted; fo that, after
having duly extolled feveral fpecimens,
we found it expedient to decline the
farther {olicitations of our generous
hoft: for, had we gone through the
whole ceremony, we fhould moft pro-
bably have taken up our abode in the
caftle for this night,
July 25.

We fet fail about two hours ago
from Conftance. This fuperior lake,
or, as it is fometimes called, the Boden
See, is about fifteen leagues in length
and fix in its greateft breadth: it is
one of the great boundaries that fe-
parate Swiflerland from Germany. The
borders on each fide confift of gen-
tly rifing hills; on the left hand Suabia,
and on the right Thurgovy, with a va-
riety of towns, villages, and monafte-
ries, {cattered about: the form of the
lake inclines to an oval, and the water
is of a greenifh hue. I am now writ-
ing aboard the veflel, and have been
for fome time in vain attempting to

diftinguifh
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diftinguith (what fome travellers have
affirmed to be difcernable) the waters of
the Rhine from thofe of the lake:
though indeed I was before almoft con-
vinced of the impoffibility. For, the
river in its courfe from the fuperior
lake, being exa&ly of the fame beauti-
ful greenifh colour as the inferior lake
into which it flows; it is evident that
the one can never be diftinguithed from
the other. Probably, upon its firft en-
trance into the fuperior lake it is trou-
bled, and confequently, for fome way,
its current may eafily be traced: but
it purifies by degrees, and becomes an
indiftin& part of the great body of
water.

This lake 1s confiderably deeper in
fummer than in winter; owing to the
firft meltings of the fhow from the
neighbouring mountains : it abounds
in fith of all forts, and contains two
fpecies, which are peculiar to itfelf, and
are taken only three months in the year.

9 Yefterday
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Yefterday evening in our cxpedition to
Meinan, there was fcarce a breeze ftir-
ring, and the lake was as f{mooth as
chryftal : a brifk gale has now raifed a
fine curl upon the furface ; and the fur-
rounding landfcape forms an aflemblage
of the moft beautiful objeéts imagina-
ble. In thort, the feveral views which
prefent them{elves are {o truly enchant-
ing, that I regret every moment that my
eyes are called off from the delightful
fcene around me. You will not wonder
therefore, if I am tempted to bid you
adieu fomewhat abruptly.

Yours, &c.

| L DU o il 0 | G 1Y

July 26,
¥ WRITE to you from the midft of
the Alps, under the fhade of a
grove of beeches, while a clear {tream

of
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of water, flowing at my feet, forms a
natural cafcade down the rock. I have
juft made a hearty meal upon fome bread
and cheefe ; which I found to be a moft
delicious repaft, after having well earned
it, by walking near fix miles over the
mountains of Appenzel.

We this day quitted St. Gallen, where
being afked a moft extravagant price
for the hire of fix horfes, by thofe
who thought we muft neceflarily take
them upon their own terms, we deter-
mined not to fubmit to the impofition ;
but to walk to Appenzel, and fend
our baggage by the horfe-road: but
(not to afcribe the whole merit of this
heroic refolution altogether to cecono-
my) I muft tell you at the fame time,
that we were informed beforehand, that
the foot-way was by much the moft
agreeable. -Nor do I in the leaft re-
pent of having made the experiment:
for, the beauty and fingularity of the
road through which we palled has more

than
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than compenfated for any fatigue of
the journey. The country is fingu-
larly wild and romantic ; confifting
of a continued feries of vallies, with
ranges of mountains, whofe tops are
crowned with the moft luxuriant paf-
tures I ever beheld. I could not have
conceived it poflible, without having
been an eye-witnefs, that any diftrict
within the fame compafs could have ex-
hibited fo numerous a population ; the
hills and vales being ftrewed thick with
hamlets, {cattered at a finall diftance
from each other ; and they are exactly
placed too in the very {pots which a
man of tafte would have fixed upon.
The picturefque mountains, the forefts,
the currents which we pafled, over
bridges refembling thofe I have feen
in fome of the beft landfcapes, added to
- the beauty of the fcenes, and diverfified
with the moft pleafing objects every
- ftep we took. After having repofed for
a fhort time in this delightful fpot, I
WL, 1. D cannot
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cannot employ myfelf more to my fatif-
faction than by giving you a continu-
ation of my journal.

I took my leave of you, in my laft,
upon the lake of Conftance: we landed at
Rofhach, a {mall town in the dominions
of the abbot of St. Gallen, delightfully
fituated in the mudft of a bay at the
edge of the lake, and at the bottom of
a rifing hill, richly covered with wood
and pafturages. IFrom Rofhach we
went to St. Gallen, whofe whole ter-
ritory does mnot exceed a league and
an half in crcumference : - the town
contains feven thoufand inhabitants ;
its environs two. Every thing here
was alive; all wore the appearance of
induftry and activity ; exhibiting a ftrik-
ing oppofition to Conftance, which we
had juft quitted.

The abbot and town of St. Gallen are
both allies of the Swifs cantons, and
each have the peculiar privilege of fend-
ing deputies to the general diet: I call

1t
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it peculiar, becaufe none of the other
allies, (except Biennie and Mulhaufen)
enjoy the fame. The abbot of St. Gal-
len is titular prince of the Empire, and
is chofen by feventy-two Dominican
monks, belonging to the abbey, out of
their number. He formerly poflef-
fed the fovereignty of the town; but
the inhabitants thook off his authority,
and became independent : and although,
fince that period, various difputes have
arifen between the two rival parties ;
they have been at different times com-
promifed by the interpofition of the
Swifs cantons. The town is entirely
Proteftant, and its government arifto-
democratical : the fubjets of the abe
bot (whofe territory is very extenfive,
and whofe power abfolute) are moftly
Catholics. It i1s remarkable, that the
abby in which the prince refides, is fitu-
ated clofe to the town, and in the midft
of its territory; as that of the latter is
allo entirely furrounded by the poffef-
fions of the former.

D2 The
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The town owes its flourifhing ftate
to the uncommon induftry of the inha-
bitants, and to a very extenfive com-
merce, arifing chiefly from its manufac-
tures of linen, muflin, and embroidery.
In a place {o entirely commercial, I was
aftonifhed to find the arts and {ciences
cultivated, and literature in the higheft
efteem. In the library there are thir-
teen volumes i folio, containing ma-
nufcript letters to and from feveral of
the firft German and Swils reformers.
Luther ends a letter to Melanc¢thon as
follows :

Pefiis eram vivusy moriens ero, mors tua, Papa.

Thefe letters would probably throw a
new light on the hiftory of the refor-
mation.

The library belonging to the ab-
bey is very numerous and well ar-
ranged ; and, among a number of
monkifh manufcripts, contains feveral
claffic ones, which engaged my chief

attention,
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attention.  In this library, Petronius
Arbiter, Silvius Italicus, and Valerius
Flaccus were found in 1413, and copies
difperfed : it was formerly very rich
in curious manufcripts ; but feveral
were borrowed during the council of
Conftance, by the cardinals and bifhops,
who never returned them.

The tranfition from the abbot of St.
Gallen to the canton of Appenzel will
not appear abrupt, as the latter once
belonged to the former: the inhabitants,
however, being loaded with exorbitant
and oppreflive taxes, revolted in 1400,
and maintained their independence with
the defperate courage of a {pirited people,
who fight for their liberties. In 1452
they entered into a perpetual alliance
with fome of the neighbouring Swifs
republics;; and in 1513 were admitted
into the Helvetic confederacy: they hold
the laft rank among the thirteen can-
tons.

Before the reformation the whole can-
ton was under one governmeat; but

D 3 fince
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fince that period, part of the inhabi-
tants having embraced the Proteftant
religion, ad the other part continuing
Catholics, violent difputes were kindled
between them; which, after much con-
teft, were at length compromifed. By
an agreement in 1597, the canton was
divided into two portions ; Rhodes Ex-
terior, and Rhodes Interior: 1t was
{tipulated, that the former fhould be
appropriated to the refidence of the Pro-
teftants, and the latter to that of the
Catholics. Accordingly the two parties
finally feparated, and formed two repub-
lics ; their government, police, financesg™
&c. being totally independent of each
other. Each diftri¢t fends a deputy to
the general diet: the whole canton,
however, has but one vote, and lofes
its {uffrage if the two parties are not
unanimous. In both divifions the fove-
reign power 1s vefted in the people at
large ; every male, who 1s paft fixteen,
having a vote in their general affembly,
held yearly for the creation of their

magiftrates
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magiftrates and the purpofes of legifla-
tion: and each voter 1s obliged to appear
armed on that particular occafion. The
Landamman is the firlt magiftrate : in
each diftrict there are two, who admi-
nifter the office alternately, and are
confirmed yearly. They have each a
permanent council, in which all jurif-
di¢tion in civil and criminal caufes is
lodged, together with the care of the
police, the management of the finances,
and the general adminiftration of affairs,
The Landamman regent prefides ; and
the other, during the year in which he is
out of office, 1s banneret or chief of the
militia.

The Rhodes Exterior is much larger,
and more peopled in proportion, than the
Interior ; and the Proteftants are in ge-
neral more commercial and induftrious
than the Catholics,—The former are
fuppofed to amount to thirty-feven
thoufand; the latter to twelve thoufand :
a confiderable number, 1n a {fmall canton

D 4 of
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of about fixty fquare leagues, entirely
mountainous, and of which a great part
confifts of barren and inacceffible rocks.
But the induftry of the inhabitants
amply compenfates for any difadvantages
of {oil: for the people are frugal and
laborious, their property is affured, and
they are exempted from all burdenfome
and arbitrary taxes. ‘Thefe circum-
ftances, joined to their right of partak-
ing of the legiflation, and of eleting
their magiftrates, infpire them with fuch
animated {entiments of their own im-
portance and independence, as excite the
moft active and vigorous induftry: and
thofe neceffaries to which this induftry is
not {ufhcient, are abundantly fupplied by
their neighbours, in exchange for their
manufactures and other articles of their
domeftic commerce. The chief part of
the habitable country confifts in rich
paftures ; and of courfe their principal
exports are cattle and hides, together
with cheefe and butter : their manufac-,

tures
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tures are linen 2nd thread; of both
which they make a confiderable quan-
tity, and for the fupport of which the
canton furnifhes flax in great abun-
dance.

There are no inclofed towns in this
canton ; it contains only two or three
open burghs, as they are called, (of
which Appenzel 1s the largeft in the
Catholic, and Herifau in the Pro-
teftant, diftrit) together with a few
fmall wvillages: but indeed the whole
country, except amongft the barren
rocks, 1s almoit a continued village, co-
vered thick as it 1s with excellent cot-
tages, which have the moft beautiful
effect imaginable. Each cottage has its
little territory, confifting generally of a
field or two of fine pafture ground, and
frequently fkirted with trees: of the
latter there is great plenty, the moun-
tains being for the moft part beautifully
wooded; and the canton is fupplied
with water in fuch exuberance, that we

could



| [ 42 ]
could hardly walk two hundred paces
without feeing a {pring iffuing from the
ground, or perhaps a torrent rufhing
down the fides of a rock.

In our way to Appenzel, we entered
{everal of their houfes, which are all built
of wood ; neatnefs and convenience be-
ing the principal objet of the owners:
and fuch a remarkable cleanlinefs pre-
vailed throughout, as afforded me a
moft ftriking proof of the general at-
tention this people pay to that eflential
article. A continued chain of thefe
cultivated mountains, richly cloathed
with wood, and ftudded all over with
hamlets, (which one would almoft ima-
gine had been placed by the genius of
tafte in the very {pots where they would
have the moft ftriking effect) exhibits a
landfcape inexpreflibly pleafing: it feem-
ed as if they belonged to fo many in-
dependent clans ; independent, but {o-
cial, and uniting for the great purpofes
of legiflation, and for the general pre-

fervation
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fervation of their liberties. The Pro-
teftant divifion contains about ten
thoufand men capable of bearing arms;
and the Catholic about three thou-
fand.

Among the chief part of the inhabi-
tants, the original fimplicjty of the paf-
toral life is ftill preferved; and I faw
feveral venerable figures with long
beards, that refembled the old patri-
archs. I am much mortified that I
cannot fpeak German, which 1s their
language ; as that natural franknefs,
and particular tone of equality, which
arife from a confcioufnefs of their own
independence, could not fail of afford-
ing me very interefting converfation,
As to the ftate of literature, my ftay
here has been 1o fhort, that I cannot
form any accurate idea of it; I have
only been informed in general, that
learning has made its way over thefe
mountains ; and that there are feveral
men of letters in this canton, who are

an
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an honour to themfelves, and an orna-
ment to their country.

In our way to this place we paffed
through Tuffen, the birth-place of Ulric
Grubenman, whom I mentioned 1n a
former letter * : he has been dead fome
years ; but his abilities and his fkill 1n
practical architeture are, if I may ufe
the expreffion, hereditary mn his family.
We enquired for one of the fame name,
who was either his brother or his
nephew, whom we found at the ale-
houfe; his ufual place of refort when
he has no particular employment. He
1s a heavy, coarfe-looking man, drefled
like a common peafant; has a quick
and penetrating eye, and a furprifing
readinefs of converfation. We told him
that we were Englifhmen,who were mak-
ing the tour of Swiflerland ; and, as we
wifhed to view every thing remarkable
in the country, we could not pafs
through Tuffen without defiring to fee
a man who was {o much celebrated for

W SCE P T4:
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his fkill in archite@ture. He ftruck his
breaft, and replied in German, ¢ Here
¢ you fee but a boor.” Upon our
talking with him about the bridge of
Schaffhaufen, in the building of which
he was employed, he affured us, that it
does not reft upon the middle pier, but
is in effect a fingle arch. Near Appen-
zel we obferved an old man with vene-
rable white hair hanging down over his
thoulders, who looked like one of our
fubftantial farmers: he enquired with a
tone of authority, but with perfect
civility, who we were; and upon our
atking the fame queftion refpecting him-
felf, of our guide, we were informed,
that he was the Landamman, or chief
of the republic. Happy people, the
nature of whofe country, and the confti-
tution of whofe government both equal-
ly oppofe the ftrongeft barriers againft
the baneful introduction of luxury !

Yours, &c.
Appenzel, July 27,

LET TER
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Salets, July 2%,

WT E are this moment arrived at
this place; where we propofe

paffing the night: while fupper is pre-
paring, I will continue my journal.
We could procure but three horfes at Ap-
penzel, and as one of them was appro-
priated to the baggage, I preferred walk-
ing : accordingly I fet out by myfelf fome
time before the cavalcade. After hav-
ing walked a league in the canton,
through the fame kind of country men-
tioned in my laft (a continued range of
mountains, enriched with beautiful mea-
dows, and dotted thick with cottages) I
arrived at its boundary ; when the fcene
fuddenly changed into a wild foreft, con-
fifting chiefly of pines, without the leaft
appearance of any habitation. The road
1s very fingular. It 1s in moft parts not
more than three feet broad; and 1is
3 either
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either paved with large uneven pieces of
rock, or formed of thick ftakes laid
clofely together: but as the ground is
in many parts fofter than in others,
thefe ftakes of courfe in fome places
fink deeper, and by this means form an
almoit invariable fucceflion of uneven
fteps. The mountain by which we de~
fcended into the plain, 1s very fteep;
which, added to the unevennefs of the
ftakes, makes the afcent and defcent ex-
ceedingly difficult for horfes. Thofe
who are pleafed with an uniform view,
may continue in the plain; while others,
who delight in the grand and the fub-
limhe, and are ftruck with the wanton-
nefs of wild, uncultivated nature, will
prefer this road to the {fmootheft turn-
pike in Great Britain.

I walked flowly on, without envy-
ing my companions on horfeback : for
I could fit down upon an inviting {pot,
climb to the edge of a precipice, or
trace a torrent by its found. I defcended

at
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at length into the Rheinthal, or valley
of the Rhiine ; the mountains of Tyrol,
which yielded neither in heighth or in
cragginels to thofe of Appenzel, rifing
before me. And here I found a re-
markable difference: for although the
ajcending and defcending was a work of
fome labour ; yct the variety of the
{cenes had given me {pirits, and I was
not fenfible of the leaft fatigue. But
in the plain, notwithftanding the {cenery
was {till beautiful and pi&urefque, I faw
at once the whole way ftretching before
me, and had no room for frefh expecta-
tions : I was not therefore {forry when I
arrived at Oberried, after a walk &f
about twelve miles, my coat flung upon
my fhoulder like a peripatetic by pro-
feflion. Here we were lucky enough to
procure a narrow open cart; in which,
the roads being rough and ftony, you
will readily believe we were not much:
at our eafe. The evening however being
fine, and the moon exceedingly bright,

our
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our journey was not altogether unplea-
fant; as it led us through a delightful
country abounding in vines, in fruit=
trees, in flax, and excellent pafturages.

This Rheinthal is a bailliage belong-
ing to ﬂppenzel and the eight antient
cantons, which alternately appoint a
bailiff. The people are induftrious, and
manufacture a confiderable quantity of
linen, cotton, muflins plain and em-
broidered : they confift of both reli-
gions, but the Proteftants are the moft
numerous.

Wallenftadt, July 28.

We quitted Salets this morning, 7
the fame narrow open cart in which we
arrived : and 1t would have aftorded your
curiofity matter of fome {peculation, to
obferve how we contrived to arrange our-
felves, our fervants, alarge Newfoundland
dog, and the baggage, 1n {fo narrow a
compafs : indeed we were fo wedged in
together, that it was almoft impoffible
Vou. L. E 1@
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to ftir, after we had once fixed our-
{elves in our feveral places. The day
was fultry, and the fun powerful, the
road bad, and the cart went barely at
the rate of three miles an hour ; but
the country ftill continued fo picturefque
and mountainous, and our attention
was fo entirely taken up with the per-
petual variety of objects it prefented to
our view, as to make us forget the in-
conveniences of our equipage, and the
exceflive heat of the weather. From
Trivabach, a fmall village upon the
Rhine, we walked to Sargans, the ca-
pital of a bailliage of the fame name,

belonging to the eight antient cantons.
Let me remark by the way, that in
Swiflerland there are two forts of bail-
liages : the one confifting of certain dif-
tri@s, into which all the ariftocratical
cantons are divided; and over thefe a
particular officer, called a dailiff, 15 ap-
pointed by government, to which he is
accountable for his adminiftration.: the
3 other
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other fort are the territories that do not
make part of the diftri¢ts of the can-
tons, but are fubje@ to two or more of
them, who by turns appoint a bailiff:
This officer, when not reftrained by the
peculiar privilege of certain diftrits,
has the care of the police, jurifdittion
in civil and criminal caufes with fome
limitations ; and has a ftated revenue
arifing in different places from different
duties and taxes. In cafe of exaction
or mal-adminiftration, an appeal al-
ways lies from the bailiff to the cantons,
to which the bailliage belongs : and the
place, the time, and the members who
receive the appeal, are all regulated with
the utmoft exatnefs. With refpect to
this of Sargans, and the others belong-
ing to the eight antient cantons con-
jomntly ; at the conclufion of the ge-
neral diet held annually at Frauenfield
in Thurgovy, the deputies of thefe can-
tons refolve themfelves into a Syndicate,
examine the accounts of the public re-

E 2 VEnues
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venues as delivered in by the bailiffs of
the refpective diftricts, and receive and
judge all appeals; in fome cafes, finally;
but in the more important ones an ap-
peal lies from this aflembly to the fu-
perior tribunal of each canton. The
theory of this inftitution, has a plaufible
appearance of impartiality : but how far
the pra&icc accords with the theory, I
cannot pretend to determine. Whether
a bailiff, who is guilty of extortion, is
eafily brought to juftice, or more eafily
{creened ? how far the members of the
Syndicate are liable to influence, or
open to corruption? how far the ex-
pence of appeals renders them in many
cafes impracticable to the -poorer in-
habitants ? are queftions which cannot
be anfwered but by a perfon far more
informed concerning thefe courts of jui-
tice than I have had an opportunity to
be.

We arnved late at the town of Wal-
lenftadt: 1t 1s incorporated into the

9 bailliage
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bailliage of Sargans, but enjoys feveral
diftinct privileges. This little town de-
rives its exiftence from being the paffage
of the merchandife tranfported from
Germany through the Grifons to Italy.
This communication occafions the fre-
quent refort hither of Italian mer-
chants ; and that language is {poken by
many of the inhabitants: a circum-
ftance of great fatisfaction to me; as
from my ignorance of the German I
have been frequently much ftreightened
in obtaining all the information I want.
Our landlord {peaks Italian, and has
been very accurate in his an{wers to my
queftions relating to the number of in-
habitants, the government of the town,
its dependence upon the bailiff, its pri-
vileges, &c. Nor 1s this to be wondered
at: for the innkeepers in Swiflerland
are moftly burgeffes, and are frequently
members of the fovereign council; be-
fides that, from the very nature of their
governments, the Swifs in general are

S well
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well informed of every thing relating
to their particular conftitutions. I
have alfo held a long converfation in
the fame language with a burgefs of
Glaris, who has furnifhed me with fome
information I can depend upon, in rela-
tion to that canton : which we purpofe
vifit'ng to-morrow. I endeavour to af-
certain the truthof thefe informations, by
procuring as many as I can from diffe-
rent perfons of all ranks ; by laying them
together ; and then comparing them with
the written accounts, if there be any.
Our flay is fo fhort in moft of the
places we pafs through, that I cannot
expelt to gain an accurate knowledge of
every circumftance I with to be ac-
quainted with: but, though I may omit
many things that are worthy of your
curiofity, yet I fhall atteft nothing, of
the truth of which I am not perfeétly
convinced. It is the fault of many tra-
vellers, to write from what they have

yread, and not from what they have feen,

angd
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and to exaggerate the relations of others:
but I promife you that I will defcribe
nothing, of which I have net been an
eye-witnefs. The remarks I fhall tran{-
mit to you, will be the genuine refult
of my own feelings; and I had even
rather be frequently wrong in my fen-
timents and reflections, than fervilely
follow the obfervations of others. On
this you may therefore depend; that
though the conclufions may perhaps be
falfe, the facts will certainly be true:
and I flatter myfelf you will readily par-
don any error in judgment, when my in-
tention i1s neither to exaggerate or to de-
ceive,
Wefen, July 29.
The lake of Wallenftadt is about fix-
teen miles in length, and two in breadth:
it is entirely bounded by exceeding
high mountains, except to the eaft and
weft. From this fituation, a breeze ge-
nerally blows from thofe two quarters,
beginning at the break of day, and con-
E 4 tinuing
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tinuing for fome hours; then changes
from wefl to caft till fun-fet : this breeze
is very convenient for the tranfpartation
of the merchandife. Sometimes how-
ever a violent north-wind ruthes down
from the mountains, and renders the
navigation dangerous. We were af-
fured by the inhabitants, and by the
watermen who rowed us from Wallen-
ftadt to this place, that the breeze
above mentioned was generally conftant;
but we cannot atteft it from our own
experience ; as we {et-out this morning
about eight, and the wind was direétly
contrary the whole way, blowing from
weft to ealt. The weather, ’tis true, wag
heavy, overcaft, and rainy, which might

caufe perhaps this occafional variation,
The lake is uncommeonly wild and
picturefque, and affords a perpetual va=
rigty of beautiful and romantic {cenes,
On the fide of Glaris, the mountains
which border upon the lake, are chiefly
cultivated; enriched with wood; or fine
meadows 3
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meadows ; and ftudded with cottages,
churches, and fmall villages ; the Alps
of Glaris rifing behind ; their tops co-
vered with fnow. On the other fide,
“for the moft part, the rocks are exceed-
ingly grotefque, craggy, inacceflible,
and perpendicular : but here and there
a few cultivated necks of land are formed
at the very edge of the lake, and at the
bottom of thefe very rocks; exhibiting
a beautiful contraft to the barrennefs
above and around them. Numberle(s
water-falls, occafioned by the meltings
of the fnows, fall down the fides of
thefe rocks from a very confiderable
heighth, and with an almoft inconceiv=~
able variety; fome of them feeming to
glide gently in circular direétions ;
others forming vaft torrents, and rufh-
ing into the lake with noifeé and vio=
lence : all of them changing their form
and their pofition as we approached or
receded from them, The lake is ex-
ceedingly clear, deep, and cold, and,
as we were informed, never freezes.

There
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There is nothing remarkable in this
place ; beifg a fmall village fituated
almoft upon the point where the river
Linth iffues from the lake of Wallen-
ftadt: that little river 1s joined by the
Limmat, and falls into the lake of Zuric.

Iam, &c.

} S it R I T T

Glaris, July 2q.

HE canton of Glaris was for=
merly {ubject to the abbefs of the
eonvent of Seckinguen in Suabia: the
people however enjoyed very confider-
able privileges, and a democratical form
of government, under the adminiftra-
tion of a mayor, appointed by the ab-
befs, but chofen among the inhabitants.
Towards the latter end of the thirteenth
century, the emperor Rodolph I. ob-
tained the exclufive adminiftration of
juttice ;
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juftice; and not long afterwards his fon
Albert, having purchafed the mayoralty,
which had infenfibly become hereditary,
re-united in his perfon the whole civil
and judicial authority. Accordingly that
prince, and his immediate defcendents
the dukes of Auftria, opprelled the
people, and ruled over them with an
abfolute fway. In 1350, Schweitz, af-
fited by Zuric, Lucerne, Uri, and
Underwalden, expelled the Auftrians
from the country of Glaris, re-efta-
blithed the democracy, and reftored li-
berty to the people. Glaris now en-
tered into a perpetual alliance with its
deliverers, and was reccived into the
Helvetic confederacy with fome reftric-
tions, which were not abolithed until
1450. At that time-it was the fixth
canton, but i1s now the laft in rank
of the eight guzient cantons, as they are
called ; being fo diftinguifthed, becaufe,
from the acceflion of Zug and Berne in
i352, more than a century elapied be-
| fore
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fore a new member was admitted.
Thefe antient cantons have alfo feveral
privileges fuperior to the five others ;
the latter having fubmitted to fome par-
ticular reftrictions, upon their being
received into the Helvetic league, '
The people of Glaris enjoyed their
liberties unmolefted till 1388, when the
Auftrians made an irruption into the
canton, with a force fufficient, as they
arrogantly thought, totally to fubdue
it ; pillaging the country, and maf-
facring the inhabitants. It was then
that three hundred and fifty troops of
Glaris, affifted by thirty Switzers, re-
fifted the whole ftrength of the Auftrian
army : the former were pofted advan-
tageoufly upon the mountains, and the
latter, to the number of fifteen thou-
{fand, at a village called Nafels. In
this fituation the Auftrians began the
attack ; but were foon compelled to re-
treat with great precipitation, by a
fhower of {tones poured upon them
from
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from the heighths : in this moment of
confufion, the inhabitants rufhed down
upon the enemy with fuch redoubled
fury, that they broke their ranks; and,
having made an immenfe {laughter,
forced the remainder to retire from the
canton. Thefe furprifing victories,
gained by a handful of men againit an
enemy fo much fuperior in number (in-
ftances of which are by no means rare
in the hiftory of Swiflerland) render the
~wonderful combats of Marathon and
Platza, when the Greeks repulfed the
numerous hofts of the whole Perfian em-
pire, perfeCtly credible. The fame love
of independence, the fame dread of fla-
very, and the fame attachment to their
country, animated the refpettive na-
tions to the fame deeds of heroifm ;
and in both inftances victory was fol-
lowed by the fame glorious confequence:
for the Swifs, as well as the Greeks,
owe the rife and prefervation of their
Liberties to that magnanimous and de-

termined
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termined valour which prefers death to
living under the fervile domination of an
arbitrary defpot. The people fll cele-
brate the anniverfary of this victory,
which mfured their independence for
ever: and I faw near the village of
Nafels feveral ftones, with no other
infcription than 1388: an infcription
which no more requires explanation,
to an inhabitant of the canton, than
the glorious @ra of 1688, to an Eng-
lithman.

In the fixteenth century, the refor=
mation was introduced into this canton,
but not exclufively: both religions are
tolerated, and the two fects live together
in the greateft harmony. - This union
1s the more remarkabie, when we con-
fider the fatal quarrels that have been
kindled in Swifferland on account of
religious tenets ; and that in Appenzel
the divifion between the two fefts is
diftinétly marked by their inhabiting
different diftriéts, and living under fepa-

rate
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rate governments. In feveral parts of
this canton, the Proteftants and Catho-
lics perform fervice in the fame church,
one after the other; and all the offices
of ftate are amicably adminiftered by
the two parties. During the prefent
and the preceding century, the Protef-
tants have encreafed confiderably in
number, and their induftry, in every
branch of commerce, 1s greatly fuperior :
an evident proof how much the bigotry
and fuperftition of the church of Rome
fetters the genius, and deprefles the
powers of exertion.

The government 1s entirely democra-
tical : every perfon of the age of fixteen
has a vote in the Landfzemeind, or ge-
neral aflembly, which 1s annually held
in an open plain. This affembly rati-
fies new laws, lays contributions, enters
into alliances, declares war, and makes
peace. ‘The Landamman is the chief of
the republic, and is chofen alternately
from the two fefts; with this difference,

that
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that the Proteflant remains three years in
office, the Catholic only two. The man=
ner of eletion 1s as follows: five can-
didates are chofen by the people, and
thefe draw lots for the charge. 'The
other great officers of ftate, and the
bailiffs, are taken alfo by lot from a
certain number of candidates propofed
by the people. The executive power is
vefted in the council of regency, com-
pofed of forty-eight Proteftants, and
fifteen Catholics: each fet has its par-
ticular court of juftice ; and, when there
1s any procefs between two perfons of
different religions, the cafting voice
among the five or nine judges, who
are to determine the caufe, 1s always of

the fame religion as the defendant.
Cattle, cheefe, and butter, conftitute
the principal commerce of the canton.
The cattle are fed in fummer upon the
Alps: and it is computed that ten
thoufand head of large cattle, and four
thoufand fheep, are pafturetl during that
{feafon
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feafon upon the mountains belonging
to this canton. There are allo fome
manufactures of linen; and the inha-
bitants make a confiderable quantity of
thread.

July 30.

I am juft returned to Glaris, after
having made an excurfion towards
the extremity of the canton; it 1s
entirely enclofed by the alps, except
towards the north; and there is no
other entrance but through this open-
ing, which lies between the lake of
Wallenftadt and the mountains fe-
parating the canton of Glaris from
that of Schweitz. Foot-paflengers in-
deed may in fummer traverfe thefe alps
to the Grifons on one fide, and to Uri
on the other: but thefe paths, which
even 1n the midft of fummer are barely
pafiable, are in winter abfolutely im-
practicable. At the entrance above-
mentioned, the canton reaches, from
the banks of the Linth to the fartheft
Wi i AR 18 F extremity
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extremity of its alps, about thirty miles ;

forming a valley, which becomes nar-
rower as you advance, and 1s {carcely
more than a mufket-fhot in breadth at
the burgh of Glaris. It afterwards
opens by degrees; and about a league
from the laft-mentioned burgh is divi-
ded by the Freyberg mountains: at the
point of this divifion the two rivers,
Limmat and Sernft, unite.

We continued through the largeft of
thefe vales ; which, though very narrow,
1s exceedingly populous. You have
been at Matlock in Derbyfhire, and I
remember your admiration of its beau-
tiful and romantic fituation : the {cenery
of this vale is of the {fame caft, but in-
finitely more pi¢turefque, more wild,
more varied, and more {fublime. The
Limmat 1s much broader and more ra-
pid than the Derwent ; and the hillocks
of the Peake (for I may fo call them
comparatively) are mere mole-hills to
the alps of Glaris, Thefe ftupendous

chains
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chains of rocks are abfolutely perpendi-
cular, approach onc another fo near,
and are fo high, that the fun may be
{aid to fet, even in fummer, at four
in the afternoon. On each fide are
numbers of thofe water-falls we had
been fo ftruck with during our paflage
over the lake of Wallenftadt; one 1n
particular, near the village of Ruti,
that foamed down the fteep fides of a
mountain, from the midft of a hanging
grove of trees. I was fo captivated
with thefe enchanting fcenes, that I
could not help ftopping every moment
to admire them : as often as I did fo,
our guide, not conceiving it poffible
that thefe delays could be owing to any
other caufe than the lazinefs of his
horfe, never failed to ftrike the poor
beaft; and continually,awakened me out
of my rapturous contemplations., As I
could not {fpeak to be underftood in
German, it was fome time before I
could make him comprehend by figns,

| thag
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that I ftopped by choice, and wifhed to
go my own pace. After having rode
" about ten miles, we quitted our horfes
and walked. Near Leugelbach, a con-
fiderable rivulet is formed at once by
two ftreams, burfting from the ground
at the foot of a mountain, which af-
ter a few paces unite, and fall into the
Limmat : befides thefe two principal
branches, there are feveral other {fmaller
ones, together with numberlefs little
fountains that guth from the rock.—The
clearnefs of the ftreams; their rapidity
and murmuring found ; the trees that
hang over the point from whence they
iffue ; the rude rocks above; the rich
meadows and the f{cattered hamlets
around—all together form an aflem-
blage of the moft lively and pleafing
objects that ever entered into a beau-
tiful land{cape.

We crofled the Limmat {everal times,
which runs through the valley with
all the wviolence of a torrent; and

came
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came at length to an amphithedtre of
mountains, where the vale ended : on
our right-hand a fall more confiderable
than any we had yet feen, tumbling
down perpendicularly a bare rock in a
large body of water; the alps on each
fide crowned with inacceflible forefts,
and covered with everlafting fnow ; be-
fore us a pyramidical mountain, bare
and craggy; and the glaciers of Glaris
clofing the view. Here the vale, and
the habitable part of the canton, ter=
minate. W¢ then quitted the plain,
and afcending through a wild foreft
of beech and pines, continued more
than an hour mounting a very fteep
and rugged path, till we came to the
Panten-Bruck, a bridge over the cata-
ra¢t that forms the Limmat, which is
here called the Sand-bach: it roars from
the glacier down the fteep mountain in
one unbroken fall ; and, a little way be-
fore its arrival under the bridge, works
itfelf a fubterraneous paffage through

A Haa0 the
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the rock, where it is loft only to ap=-
pear again dafhing out with increafed
violence and precipitation. This bridge
15 a fingle arch of ftone, of about feventy
feet in length, thrown over a precipice
of above three hundred feet in depth.
It ferves as a communication with the
upper alps, and is the paflage for the
cattle which are fed there during the
fummer months : on the other fide fome
goats came jumping around us, and
feemed to welcome us to their dreary
habitations. Thefe mountains are co-
vered with a vaft variety of rare herbs,
and beautiful fweet-{cented flowers,
which made me regret that I had not
purfued my botanical ftudies. As I
leaned upon the parapet of the bridge,
and looked down into the chafm be-
neath, my head almoft turned giddy with
the heighth. 'The rock, down which
the Sand-bach drives, is compofed of
flate, of which there is a great quantity
in this canton: the principal mine is

9 1
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m the valley of Sernft, where the? make
large flabs that ferve for tables, and
which form a confiderable article for
exportation. After we had continued
fome time admiring the fublime hor-
ror of the fcenery, we defcended into
the vale, and made a hearty meal upon
fome excellent bread, honey, butter,
and milk, which a neighbouring cottage
fupplied us with. As the canton al-
moft entirely confifts of rich meadows,
the milk and butter ‘are delicious ; and
the honey of thefe mountainous coun-
tries is moft exquifite. Nothing de-
Lights me fo much as the infide of a
Swifs cottage: all thofe I have hitherta
vifited, convey the livelieft image of clean-
linefs, eafe, and fimplicity ; and cannot
but ftrongly imprefs upon the obferver
a moft pleafing conviction of the pea-
fant’s happinefs.

If I had never feen thefe little de-
mocratical ftates, I could have formed
no 1dea of the general equality and in-

iy diftinétion
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diftinétion that prevails among the in-
habitants. All the houfes, like thofe
of Appenzel, are built of wood ; large,
folid, and compact, with great pent-
houfe roofs that hang very low, and
extend beyond the area of the founda-
tion. ‘This peculiar ftructure is of ufe
to keep off the fnow; and, from its
ﬁngularity, accords furprifingly with the
beautiful wildnefs of the country. The
houfes of the richer inhabitants in the
principal burghs, are of the fame ma-
terials : the only difference confifts in
their being larger.

If that {ort of government be con-
fefledly the beft, which conftitutes the
greateft good of the greateft number in
the community ; thefe Tittle ftates, not-
withftanding the natural defets of a
democratical conftitution, may juftly
claim a large fhare of our approbation.
General liberty, general independence,
and an exemption from arbitrary taxes,
are bleflings which amply compenfate

for
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for a want of thofe refinéments that
are introduced by opulence and luxury.
‘However, it is only in thefe {mall re-
publics, and in fuch a ftate of fociety,
that this kind of general democracy
can have place; where there are not
any perfons fo rich as to gain an undue
afcendency over the people by largefies ;
and where, if they err in their councils,
it 1s an error of the judgment and not
of the heart. When a general corruption
of the latter prevails, the evil is incurable,
becaufe the laws cannot reach it. In de-
mocracies, the machine of government
is confiderably indeed clogged by that
variety of wheels required to put it in-
to motion ; but at the fame time, it1is
not neceflfary here that its motions
fhould be fudden and expeditious, as
there is no fear of an invafion from
without, and as the people have no con-
quefts either to make or to defend:
their principal policy confifting in
maintaining their independence, and
in preferving the public tranquillity.
The
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'The police is well regulated through=
out Swiflerland ; and even in thefe de-
mocratical ftates, liberty does not dege«
nerate into licentioufnefs: we may ex-
cept, perhaps, the day of their general
affemblies, when it is impofiible to pre-
vent fome degree of confufion in a
meeting, where there is {carcely any
diftin¢tion of perfons, and where every
peafant confiders himfelf as equal to the
firft magiftrate.

Qur hoft is an open-hearted, honeft
Swifs : he brings his pint of wine with
him, fits down to table with us, and
chats without the leaft ceremony.
There is a certain forwardnefs of this
kind which I cannot bear, when 1t ap-
parently is the effect of impertinent
curiofity, or fawning officioufnefs ; but
the prefent inftance of frank familiarity,
arifing, as it evidently does, from a
mind confcious of its natural equality,
and unconftrained by arbitrary diftinc-
tions, is highly pleafing to me; as I

prefer
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prefer the fimple demeanour of unfo-
phifticated nature, to all the falfe re-
finements of artificial manners.

I am, &c.

-

RETT T BEORT VL

Einfidlin, July 3r.

T E could not pafs through this
part of the country, without
making a pilgrimage to Einfidlin, and
paying our refpets to this celebrated
thrine: an objett of much devotion
among the Catholics. Einfidlin, or
Notre Dame des Hermites, is a rich
and magnificent abbey of Benedictines
in the canton of Schweitz, which owes
its celebrity to the miraculous image,
as it 18 called, of the Virgin Mary.
The ridiculous tales they relate of the
origin and aggrandifement of this ab-
bey, are fo many melancholy inftances
of the credulity of the darker ages:
Al that
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that they are {till beiieved in the pre-
fent enlightened century, muft be ats
tributed to the force of habitual preju-
dice; and at the fame time proves,
how difficult it is for the human mind
to fhake off thofe f{uperftitious errors,
which it has early imbibed under the
{anctified name of religion.

In the ninth century a certain her-
mit called Meinrad; was. the firft who
retired to this place, where he built a
chapel, and was affaflinated by rob-
bers. But fhall I tell you, or (what
1s more to the purpofe) will you be-
lieve me if I tell you, that this mur-
der was difcovered by two crows, who
followed the aflaffins to Zuric, where
they were {eized and executed ? Soon
after this the dead body of St. Mein-
vrad muft of courfe work miracles ; and
all the world pilgrimifes to his bones.
The fanctity of this place being thus
eftablifhed, fome one (for whether it
were St. Benno or St. Eberhard, or

what
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what other faint I cannot precifely de-
termine) built another chapel, which he
dedicated to the Virgin, and laid ‘the
firt foundation of the abbey; having

bequeathed for that purpofe all his
fortune : and the pious fund was foon

confiderably augmented by {ubfequent
donations. Shall I tell you alfo that
in 948, Conrad bifhop of Conftance,
as he was going to confecrate the cha-
pel, heard a voice from heaven, affur-
ing him, that God himfelf had confe-
crated it > Whatever was its origin, and
whoever was 1ts founder; crouds of
pilgrims refort hither from all quarters
to adore the Virgin, and to prefent
their “offerings: and it is computed,
that upon the moft moderate calcula-
tion, their number amounts yearly to
100,000. The circumjacent country
was formerly one continued foreft,
which fince the erection of the abbey
has been gradually converted into rich

paftures and beautiful meadows: and
' this
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this is a miracle which the Virgin, in
a certain fenfe, may truly be faid to
have performed.

; Auguft 1.

I have juft been vifiting the abbey,
the chapel of the Virgin, and her im-
menfe treafures. 'The church of the -
abbey is a large and magnificent build-
ing, but exhibits aremarkable {pecimen of
falfe tafte, by being loaded with bad paint-
ings, and fuperfluous ornaments. Inthe
ifle not far from the entrance is a fmall
and elegant marble chapel of the Corin-
thian order : this 1s the celebrated {fhrine
of the Virgin, to which the pilgrims
refort. On the outfide an angel fup-
ports the following infcription :

Hic ¢ft plena remiffis peccatorum omnlum a culpa et

ﬁﬂf‘ﬂr?;'
Over the door is a plate of filver with
five holes, into which I faw feveral per-
fons thrufting their fingers, and praying
at the fame time with great fervour:
upon
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upon enquiry I found, that the credu-
lous people believed thefe holes to be
the marks of God’s fingers. In the in-
fide of this chapel is the image of the
Virgin, which vies with the lady of Lo-
retto both in deaquty of countenance and
richnefs of apparel; her face, as well
as that of the child fhe holds in her
arms, being black. She is richly drefl-
ed, and every week ihe changes her gar-
ment ; her wardrobe confifting of fifty-
two different {uits.

The riches of the treafury are immenfe;
containing aninfinite number of offerings
of gold, filver,and preciousf{tones, arrang-
ed in the moft ridiculous manner imagi-
nable. There were alfo fkulls and bones
richly ornamented ; whole fkeletons of
faints in mafquerade, and of ladies with
ruffies, fly-caps, and fplendid apparel
as if dreffed for a ball. What a wretch-
ed infult upon poor human nature! I
could not help confidering them with a
mixture of pity and indignation, as

the
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the offerings of ignorance before the
fthrine of bigotry and fuperftition. The
miracles which the Virgin has wrought
in this country are infinite, if we may
judge from the prodigious number of
figares of ears, eyes, legs, arms, heads,
&c, prefented by thofe, who fancied
themfelves refpectively cured in thofe
feveral members, by the power of this
wonder-working 1mage,

I was glad however to find, in the
midft of this fuperftitious trumpery, a
good library, which contained fome very
fine editions of the claffics, ,

In this place there is a confiderable
traffic carried on, of rofaries, croffes,
little images, &c.; and there are rows
of fhops, where nothing is to be pur-
chafed but thefe neceffary appendages
of the Roman catholic religion: it has
all the appearance of a fair. There is
alfo a room in the abbey, where the
fame kind of merchandife is expofed to
fale ; and one of the friars attends to

receive
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receive your money, and very gravely
aflures you, that the feveral articles
have touched the facred image. Among
other curlofities of this kind, I pur-
chafed two ribands, for two pence each,
with the following - infcription upon
them : Ce Ruban entier, eft la longueur ;
Jufgi'au trait eft I'epaiffeur, de I'image de
notre dame des bermites. Il a touché I'image
miraculeufe.

Is it credible, that in this enlightened
age, the moft notorious fuperftition and
impofture can appear thus barefaced ?
I muft confefs that thefe impofitions
raife my indignation: and, though it
¢ exceeds all power of face” to keep
one’s countenance at their glaring ab-
furdity; yetevery friend to true religion
cannot at the fame time but feel {fenfi-
bly thocked, to fee the purity of genuine
chriftianity thus fhamefully difguifed and
proftituted.

This abbey (confifting of fixty Bene-
dictines that ele¢t the abbot, who is

VoL, 1. G titular
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titular prince of the empiré) is very
rich, and has confiderable revenues in
the canton of Zuric.

Rapperfchwyl, Auguit 2.

The evening, yefterday, being fine
and cool, I walked from Ewfidlin to
this place. After we had afcended about
three miles, a fine view of the lake of
Zuric, and of the adjacent country,
opened upon us at once. The pro-
fpect was extenfive and beautiful : the
folemn ftillnefs of the evening, the
calmnefls of the lake, and the tints of
the fetting fun, which glowed around the
horifon, very much improved its charms.
When we arrived at the lake, the moon
began to rife; and, throwing its beams
acrofs the water, formed another fcene,
more mild indeed, but not lefs affecting.
We then croflfed the bridge of Rap-
perfchwyl, built over the narroweft part
of the lake: it meafured near 1700
paces. The town is pleafantly fituated
~ upon



[ 48 1
upon a neck of land or promontory,
that juts out into the lake. It for-
merly put itfelf under the protection of
Uri, Schweitz, Underwalden, and Gla-
ris, with a referve of all its privileges :
but thefe cantons fhamefully opprefiing
the inhabitants, and encroaching upon
their liberties ; Zuric and Berne took
pofleffion of the town in 1712, and re-
ftored to them their antient rights. From
that period Rapperichwyl has been
under the protection of Zuric, Berne,
and Glaris; the latter having preferved
its right by its neutrolity. By this
treaty the town recovered its former
prerogatives ; and the inhabitants, in
teftimony of their gratitude, have placed
the following infcription over the gates :

Amicis Tutoribus floret libertas. 'They
are all Catholics.

Yours, &c,

G2 | PG D 1



[ 84 1]

L BT TrEe RESSVIEELS

Zuric, Auguft 3.

ESTERDAY wedined luxurioufly

with the Capuchin friars at Rap-
perfchwyl, who feldom regale their guefts
in fo fumptuous a manner. It was one
of their great feaft-days; and accordingly
they gave us every poflible variety of
frefh-water fith, with which the lake and
the neighbouring rivers abound. The
convent is built upon the edge of the
water, and commands from fome of the
apartments a very agreeable profpect:
the library is by far the pleafanteft room,
though not the moft frequented. The
cells of the monks are fmall, and yet not
inconvenient ; but cleanlinefs does not
feem to confiitute any part of their mo-
ral or religious obfervances. ' Indeed the
very habit of the order is ill calculated
for that purpofe, as they wear no fhirt
or ftockings, and are clothed in a coarfe

kind
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kind of brown drugget robe, which
trails upon the ground. Strange idea
of fanctity ! as if dirt could be accept-
able to the Deity. I rcfiected with par-
ticular fatisfaction, that I was not born
a member of the Roman Catholic
church ; as perhaps the commands of
a parent, a f{udden difappointment,
or a momentary fit of enthufiafm,
might have {fent me to a convent of Ca-
puchins, and have wedded me to dirt
and fuperftition for life.

After dinner we took leave of our
hofts, and departed for Zuric by wa-
ter : the lake 1s near ten leagues in
length, and one in breadth. This body of
water is not near {o large as that of Con-
ftance; but the borders are f{tudded
thicker with villages and towns: and as
we appra&cheﬂ Zuric, the edges of
the lake were fkirted with a continued
range of villas, which being intermixed
among vineyards and pafture-grounds,
produced a moft pleafing effe€t. The ad-
Jacent country 1s finely cultivated and well
| G 3 peopled ;
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peopled; and the {outhern partof the lake
appears at fome little diftance bounded
with the high ftupendous mountains of
Schweitz and Glaris : the {cenery all to-
gether is picturefque, lively, and diver-
fified.

Zuric was formerly an imperial city,
and obtained from the emperor Frederic
1. very confiderable privileges; which
were acknowledged and augmented by
{everal of his fucceflors. The civil war
between the magiftrates and the people,
in 1335, was very near reducing the
city to ruins ; but the former being ba-
nifhed, the citizens, in 1337, eftablifhed
a new form of government, which was
confirmed by the emperor Louis of Ba-
varia. The exiles, after {feveral fruitlefs
attempts, were at length re-admitted ;
but it being difcovered that they had
engaged in a conipiracy againft the citi-
zens, they were all of them put to death.
In confequence of this tranfaction, the
nobles 1n the neighbourhood took up
arms againft the town : the latter, after

having
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having applied ineffectually for affiftance
to the emperor Charles IV. entered into
an alliance with the four cantons Lu-
cerne, Uri, Schweitz, and Underwalden,
and was admitted a member of their
confederacy. This event happened in
the year 1351. The four cantons
yielded the pre-eminence to Zuric :
which privilege it enjoys at prefent ; be-
ing the firft canton in rank, and the
moft confiderable in extent both of ter-
ritory and power next to Berne. The.
fame year in which Zuric entered into
this alliance, the was affifted by the four
cantons above-mentioned, againft Albert
duke of Auftria, who befieged the town,
and was repulfed with great lofs.

Zuric was the firft town in Swifler-
land, that feparated from the church of
Rome ; being converted by the argu-
ments of Zuingle*, That celebrated

reformer

* Of all the reformers (the mild and elegant
Melan&hon alone excepted) Zuingle feems to me-
G 4 rit
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reformer was born Jan. 1, 1484, at
Vildehaufen, a {mall village in the Toc-
kenbourg ; and when very young, was
appointed curate of Glaris. Even be-
fore the publication of the fale of indul-
gences by Leo X. which was the more
immediate caufe of the reformation,
Zuingle had expofed at Glaris feveral
fuperftitions of the church of Rome;
and he gained additional credit, by

rit peculiar efteem : he poflefled, to a great de-
gree, that fpirit of meeknefs, moderation, and cha-
rity, which are the characteriftics of true chriftia-
nity ; and, amidft all the difputes between the Lu-
therans and the reformed churches, was a conftant
advocate for peace and reconciliation. He appears
indeed to have been pérfm’:'t]}; free, as well from that
narrow bigotry which makes no diftinétion between
points of the mereft indifference, and objedts of the
greateft im[;nrtance ; as from that overbearing pride,
which, while it violently condemns the opinions n_f
others, affumes to itfclf infallibility with refpeét to
its own. In a word, it was his perfuafion, that,
provided chriftians agree in the moft effential arti-
cles ; they ought meekly to bear with any differ-
~ ence upon fubje&s lefs uncontrovertible ; and which
do not neceflarily influence morals. |

preaching
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preaching at Einfidlin againft vows,
pilgrimages, and offerings. After the
publication of the fale of indulgences ;
while Luther was undermining the fa-
bric of papal authority in Germany,
Zuingle was no lefs fuccefsful in Swif-
ferland. By his zeal and intrepidity,
and by the irrefiftible force of truth, he
gained fo many converts at Zuric
(where he had been invited to preach)
that in 1524 the magiftrates abolithed
the mafs, and other Catholic ceremonies,
and introduced the reformed religion.
The difputes between the two fects were
carried on with more temper and mo-
deration than is ufual in religious con-
troverfies. ‘The change, which had
been fome time in agitation, was finally
determined by a plurality of voices in
the fovereign council : and the people
readily and chearfully obeyed the deci-
fion of their magiftrates. The exam-
ple of Zuric was foon followed by
Berne, Schaffhaufen, Bafil, with part of

Glauis
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Glaris and Appenzel; the other cantons
continuing to adhere to the religion of
their anceftors. From this period the
two religions have been eftablithed in
Swiflerland ; but that harmony, which
had hitherto been preferved between

them, has occafionally been interrupted.
Indeed even {o early as the year 1551,
religious difputes broke out with f{o
much violence and animofity, as to oc-
cafion the firft civil war among the can-
tons; in which the Proteftants were
defeated, and Zuingle loft his life at the
battle of Cappel*. Since that period

_ * It has been urged againft Zuingle, as a proof
‘of his perfecuting principles, that he was per-
fonally engaged in this war againft the Catho-
lics. To this it may be anfwered, That he had
ufed every argument in his power to bring about
a reconciliation between the contending par-
tics; that he even openly arraigned the impa-
tient and turbulent zeal of his fellow-citizens ;
that he ated in obedience to one of the funda-
mental laws of the republic; and that he accom-
panied the army by the exprefs command of the

magiftrates.
two
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two other religious wdrs have been
kindled ; one in 1656, in which the
Catholics gained the advantage ; and the
other in 1712, when the Proteftants
proved victorious. 'The peace of Araw,
which put an end to thefe unhappy dif-
putes, has, it is to be hoped, finally
{ettled all religious diffgrences. By that
treaty, which may be confidered as a
fort of code of toleration among the
Swifs ; the treatment of the Proteftants
and Catholics in the common bailliages,
1s regulated. The firft article ftipu-
lates, that in all the provinces, which
are fubject to cantons of different reli-
gion, there fhall be a perfect equality
between the two feCts, and that they
fhall both enjoy the fame privileges: to
which 1s added an exprefs prohibition to
each party not to make ufe of any
terms of raillery or contempt, in fpeak-
ing of their refpective worfhips.

This canton abounds in corn,wine,and
excellent paftures : it is 40 miles by 30,
and
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and exceedingly populous ; containing
about an hundred and fifty thoufand
fouls ; of which there are upwards of
twelve thoufand in the capital. The
fovereignty refides. exclufively in the
burgeffes of the town, confifting in all
of about two thoufand; which peculiar
reftriction arifes from the following cir-
cumftance :—During the carlier ages of
the republic, the town being in poffef-
fion of but a fmall extent of territory,
the citizens of courfe exercifed the
powers of fovereignty; and when they
afterwards gradually obtained confider-
able acquifitions, either by conqueft or
purchafe, they fhll referved to them-
{felves this pre-eminence ; all their new
fubjects being excluded from any fhare
in the government, This remark will
hold good with refpect to the feven
ariftocratical cantons. I cannot but
add, that a very narrow fpirit of po-
licy reigns throughout moft of the ftates
of Swiflerland; as they feldom or ne-

vey



| 93 ]

ver make a new citizen. This rule
however in fome of the republics is lefs
fcrupuloufly obferved than in others.
In Zuric indeed the citizens are {o te-
nacious of their privileges, that (as I
was informed by one of their magif-
trates) it is now an hundred and fifty
years fince they have admitted a new
citizen. The burgefies, befides the ad-
vantage of eleCting their magiftrates,
and of afpiring to the adminifiration of
affairs, enjoy the fole right of com-
merce ; all ftrangers, and even fubjects
of the canton, being excluded from car-
rying on any trade in the city.

The citizens or burgefles of Zuric, are
divided into thirteen tribes : one of thefe
confifts of perfons who do not profefs any
trade, and are called the nobles. It is
fomewhat extraordinary, that in a repub-
lic abfolutely commercial, {uch a diftinc-
tion thould be made; and that commerce
thould in any refpect be confidered as
a degradation. All the other citizens

following
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following commerce, or exercifing any
trade, are diftributed amang the twelve-
remaining claffes.

The legiflative authority is vefted by
the burgefles in the fovereign council of
two hundred; confifting however of
two hundred and twelve members drawn
from the thirteen tribes, and comprifing
the fenate or little council. The latter
is compofed of twenty-four tribunes
taken equally from twelve of the tribes,
and four counfellors chofen by the tribe
of the nobles: to thefe are added,
twenty counfellors elected by the fove-
reign council ; and all thefe with the
two burgomafters make fifty members.
- Half of this little council adminifter
the office during fix months; at the
end of which they are fucceeded by
the other half: the prefident of each
divifion is one of the burgomafters,
who are both chofen by the fovereign
council and confirmed annually. They
have jurifdiction in all caufes civil and

criminal :
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criminal : in the former, when the de-
mand is of a certain importance, an
appeal lies from the fenate to the coun-
cil of two hundred; but in criminal,
their fentence is final, and, when once
pailed, there is no poffibility of obtain-
ing any reverfal or mitigation. An
excellent maxim ! provided the judges
are cautious and circumfpet, and the
laws mild : for there 1s no greater en-
couragement to the commiflion of
crimes, than the frequency of pardons.
Such an inftitution however ought ne-
ceflarily to exclude feverity of punifh-
ment ; and could never be admitted in
a ftate, where by the letter of the law
the fame punifhment is infli¢ted upon
him who fteals a fheep, as upon the
man who murders his father.

Great therefore is the power of the
fenate, confidered in their colletive ca-
pacity ; being abfolute judges in all
criminal caufes, guardians of the po-
lice, and the felet body of men from
: whom
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whom the principal magiftrates are chos
fen. But, as too great a power of in-
dividuals 1s dangerous in a republic;
the feveral members of this affembly
are liable to be changed: and a revi-
fion or confirmation is annually made,
in fome inftances by the fovereign coun-
cil, in others by the particular tribes,
to which the fenators belong. This an-
nual revifion is a great check to mal-
adminiftration ; and at the fame time
prevents the {enate from gaining fo great
an influence, as to be detrimental to
the liberties of the people. A burgefs
1s qualified to vote at twenty; is eligi-
ble into the fovereign council at thirty ;
and 1nto the {enate at thirty-five. By
thefe wife regulations, a man muft have
had fome experience in public affairs
before he is capable of holding a charge
of any confequence. The revenues of
government are more than proportion-
ate to the expences; which are regu-
lated with the ftricteft economy. The

ftate
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ftate is not only without debts, but 2
faving is yearly made, and depofited in
the public treafury, for a refort upon
any f{udden emergency. It was from
this fund that the government fupport-
ed the whole expence of the war in
1712, againft the Catholic cantons,
without impofing any additional tax.
Sumptuary laws, as well as thofe
againft immorality, are here well ob-
ferved. The former indeed may exift,
and be carried into execution even a-
mong a people much corrupted ; for it
may be the policy of government to en-
force their obfervance. But the fevereft
penalties will not be fufficient to pre-
vent crimes of an immoral tendency,
amidt a general diffolutene(s of man-
ners: it is the popular principles that
can alone invigorate fuch laws, and give
them their full operation. Among the
Romans, the laws againft adualtery were
fevere; and yet where was adultery more
practifed than at Rome? In Zuric it
Vor. I, H 18
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1s rigoroufly punifhed, without any dif-
tinction of rank, by fine, by expulfiorn
from office, and by imprifonment : but
the frequency of this crime is not fo
much reftrained by the penalty annexed
to 1t, as from the general good morals
of the inhabitants. Seeret crimes can-
not be prevented; but it is an evident
proof of public virtue, when open
breaches of immorality are difcounte-
nanced. Among their {umptuary laws,
the ufe of a carriage in the town is pro-
hibited to all forts of perfons except
ftrangers : and it is almoft inconceiv-
able that, in a place {o very commercial
and wealthy, luxury fhould fo little pre~
vail.

At Zuric theie 1s more of the ori-
ginal Swifs {pirit of independence, than
in any of the large towns of this coun-
try. The magiftrates, lefs influenced
by foreign courts, and above corruption,
confult always the real advantage of
thewr canton, and of the Helvetic con-

federacy..
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federacy.  Zuric ftill preferves in the
general diet a very confiderable fway ;
which fhe derives more from the opinion
entertained of her integrity, than from
her power : fhe is looked up to as one
of the moft independent and upright of
the thirteen cantons.

The city of Zuric ftands upon a
gentle eminence on the northern extre-
mity of the lake : a beautiful fituation,
and advantageous for commerce. For,
by means of the river Limmat, which
iffues from the lake, and dividing the
town, falls into the Aar; there is a
communication ‘with the Rhine. And
this advantage has not been neglected ;
as the trade of the town is very exten-
five, The inhabitants are exceedingly
induftrious, and carry on with fuccefs
feveral different branches of manufaca
ture; the primcipal 1s that of crape.
Their chief traffic is with France, Ruf-
fia, Italy, and Holland.

Simce the reformation many perfons

Ha2 have
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have flourifhed here eminent for their
learning, 1n all branches of literature :
and there is no town in Swifferland,
where letters are more encouraged, or
where they are cultivated with greater
fuccefs. 1T waited this morning upon
the celebrated Gefner, author of the
death of Abel, and of feveral idyls,
which for their delicate and elegant fim-
plicity are juftly efteemed. They a-
bound with thofe nice touches of ex-
quifite fenfibility, which difcover a mind
warmed with the fineft fentiments; and
love 1s reprefented in the chafteft co-
louring of innocence, virtue, and bene-
volence. Nor has he confined his fub-
jeCts merely to the tender pafiion :
paternal affeCtion, and filial reverence ;.
gratitude, humanity, in fhort every mo-
ral duty is exhibited and inculcated in
the moft pleafing and affeting manner,
He has for fome time renounced poetry
in order to take up the pencil; and
panting 1s at prefent his favourite a-

mufement.
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mufement. A treatife which he has
publithed on landfcape-painting, fhews
the elegance of his tafte and the verfa-
tility of his genius; while his compofi-
tions in both kinds prove the refem-
blance of the two arts; and that the
conceptions of the poet and of the
painter are congenial. I prefer his
drawings in black and white, to his
paintings ; for although the ideas in
both are equally beautiful or fublime,
his colouring 18 inferior to his defign.
He 1s preparing an handfome edition of
his writings in quarto, in which every
part of the work is carried on by him-
felf : he prints them at his own pri-
vate prefs; and 1s at once both the
drawer and engraver of his plates. It
1s to be lamented that he has renounced
poetry ; for, while ordinary writers
{pring up in great plenty; authors of
real genius are rare and uncommon,
Hijs drawings are {cen only by a few,
and will fcarcely be known to pofterity :

H 3 but
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but his writings are difperfed abroad,
tranflated into every language, and will
be admired by future ages, as long as
there remains any relifh for true pafto-
ral fimplicity, or any tafte for original
compofition. He is plain in his man-
ners; open, affable, and obliging in his
addrefs, and of fingular modefty: he
has nothing of the poet in his appear-
ance except in his eye, which is full of
fenfe, fire, and expreflion.

We waited alfo on Mr. Lavater, a
clergyman of Zuric, and celebrated phy-
fiognomift, who has publithed a famous
treatife on that fanciful fubjeét. He
expreffed himfelf badly in French; but
there was an agreeable warmth and vi-
vacity in his countenance and manner,
while he converfed upon his favourite
{ubje¢t. 'That particular paffions have
a certain effe@® upon particular features,
15 evident to the moft common obferver ;
and 1t may be conceived, that an ha-
bitual indulgence of thefe paflions may

poflibly,
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poflibly, in fome cafes, imprefs a dif-
tinguithing mark upon the counte-
nance : but that a certain caft of fea-
tures conftantly denotes certain paf-
fions ; and that by contemplating the
former we can infallibly difcover alfo
the mental qualities of the owner, is an
hypothefis liable (I fhould think) to fo
many exceptions, that no general and
uniform f{yftem could be juftly formed
upon it. Neverthelefs Mr. Lavater,
like a true enthufiaft, carries his theory
much farther : for he not only pretends
to difcover the characters and paffions by
the features, by the complexion, by the
form of the head, and by the motion
of the arms; but he alfo draws fome
inferences of the fame kind even from
one’s hand-writing. And indeed his
fyftem is formed upon fuch univerfal
principles, that he applies the {fame rules
to all animated nature, extending them
not only to brutes, but even to infefts.
That the temper of a horfe may be dif-

H 4 covered
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covered by his countenance, will not
ftrike you as any thing abfurd : but did
you ever hear before that any quality
could be inferred from the phyfiognomy
of a Bee, or of an Ant? While I give
you my opinion thus freely concerning
Mr. Lavater’s notions, you will readily
perceive that I am not one of thofe, who
are initiated into the myfteries of his
art. . Nor do I mean to cenfure indifcri-
minately the fyftem of that celebrated
writer : for, notwithftanding the extra-
vagance of fome of his tenets, the fe-
vereft critics allow, that there is a fund
of good fenfe and a variety of fine obfer-
vations difperfed throughout his treatife
and that it 1s one of thofe works, which,
to be admired, needs only to be read
with attention.

The clergy of Zuric are in general
better paid than in the other Proteftant
cantons; and among that body there
are fome, who are very decently pro-
vided for: a circumftance rather un-
common In the Reformed or Prefbyte~
r1an churches,

The
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The public granary, on account of
its admirable inftitution, deferves to be
particularly mentioned. Corn is pur-
chafed by government, and given out
to thofe who choofe to buy it, at the
common prize; but in feafons of fcar-
city it is fold confiderably cheaper, than
it can be bought at the market. The ufe
of this inftitution appeared in the late
dearth ; when bread, from the dearnefs
of corn, was fold at ten pence the
pound, government delivered the fame
quantity for four pence,

The arfenal is well fupplied with
cannon, arms, and ammunition; and
contains a referve of mufkets for thirty
thoufand men. We {aw there, and ad-
mired, {fome of the two-handed fwords
and weighty armour of the old Swifs
warriors ; as allo the bow and arrow
with which William Tell is faid to have
fhot the apple oft the head of his fon.

This canton has a regiment and fome
companies mn France, a regiment in

Holland,
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Holland, and fome companies in the
fervice of the King of Sardinia. It
has long been a queftion how far Swif-
ferland has been benefited by enlifting
her fubjeés in foreign armies. But,
without entering intothat enquiry, I fhall
only obferve, that Zuingle violently de-
claimed againft this practice, as intro-
ducing a corruption of morals : and he
had intereft fufficient to prevent Zuric
from joining in the general alliance,
which all the Swifs cantons entered into
with Francis I. Since that period, Zuric
continued firm in her refufals until the
reign of Henry IV. when this canton
finally acceded to the treaty with that

monarch.
I am, &ec.

LETLTER
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L EETTER IX.

Zug, Auguit g,

T E walked yefterday to Albis, a

.‘ fimall village about three leagues
from Zuric, fituated upon the fummit
of a fteep mountain, which commands
a fine view of that town, the lake, and
its environs. We were lucky in efcap-
ing a violent fhower of rain, accom-
panied with a ftorm of thunder and
lightning, which had threatened for fome
time, and began immediately upon our
_ arrival : but we were well houfed, and
our hoft gave us a good fupper and an
excellent bottle of Mufcat wine. We
were abroad this morning by five, and
had a very agreeable walk to this
place ; the weather, which had of late
been very fultry, being cooled by the
Lightning and rain. We paffed over
the field of battle at Cappel, where
Zuingle
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Zuingle was killed ; and continued our
way along the fields through a<leafant
country, fo thickly planted with fruit-
trees, that I could hardly diftinguifh
any other fort. Indeed we had before
remarked the prodigious number of thofe
trees in feveral other parts of Swifler-
land, the country being in many places
almoft one continued orchard.

Zug, the capital of this canton (and
the only walled town among all the po-
pular ones) ftands delightfully upon the
edge of a beautiful lake, in a fertile valley,
abounding with corn, pafture-ground,
and fruit-trees. This canton formerly
belonged to the Houfe of Auftria; and
1t continued faithful to that family when
the other neighbouring ftates had formed
themfelves into independent republics.
As 1t lies between Zuric and Schweitz,
the communication between thofe two
cantons was kept up with difficulty;
and by this means frequent opportuni-
ties were afforded to the houfe of Auftria

- of
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of invading and harrafling the Swifs.
Under thefe circumftances, the fix allied
cantons, in 1351, laid fiege to Zug, which
was refolutely defended by the inhabi-
tants; but as Albert duke of Auftria
was in no condition to fend them any
afliftance, the town at length furren-
dered upon the moft honourable con-
ditions. The generofity of the con-
querors was equal to the courage and
magnanimity of the vanquithed: for,
in confequence of this fubmiffion, the
inhabitants of the canton of Zug were
delivered from the yoke of a foreign
mafter, obtained the moft affured liberty
and independence, and were admitted
into the Helvetic confederacy upon equal
terms.

The government of this little canton
1s exceedingly complicated ; and the in-
habitants of this town have fomewhat
more 1nfluence, and enjoy a greater
fhare in the adminiftration of affairs,
than thofc of the capital burghs in the

five
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five other democratical cantons. The
{fupreme power refides in the inhabitants
of the four diftricts of Zug, Bar, Egeri,
and Meutzingen; who affemble yearly
(like thofe of Glaris and Appenzel) to
enact laws, and to choofe their magif-
trates. The Landamman is eletted by
the fuffrages of the whole colletive dif-
trits, but 1s taken alternately from cach
of the four communities above-men-
tioned : he continues three years in of-
fice, when taken from the diftrict of Zug,
and but two years when chofen from
each of the three others. And there is -
this peculiar difference between the five
other cantons and that of Zug; that,
whereas 1n the former the Landamman,
upon the expiration of his office, always
retains a confiderable pre-eminence m
the council of regency; in the latter,
when he quits his charge, he has not the
leaft diftinction above any other coun-
fellor. 'The general adminiftration of
affairs 1s entrufted to the council of re-

gency,
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gency, compofed of forty members : of
which the diftri¢t of Zug furnifhes thir-
teen, and the others are taken equally
from the three remaining communities.
‘This council, as well as the Landamman,
refides always in the capital town.
Ofwald, one of our old Britifh kings,
is the titular Saint of this place; and in
the church is his ftatue, with the follow-
ing infcription :
Sanétus Ofwaldus Rex Anglie Patronus hujus Ec-
clefice.

This Ofwald was (if I remember right)
a king of Northumberland in the fe-
venth century; and is much renowned
among the monkifth writers for his chaf-
tity, piety, and power of working mi-
racles. I have been endeavouring te
make out, what conneftion a Britith
king, under the heptarchy, could have
had with a {mall canton of Swifferland ;
without reflecting how fruitle(s is the
attempt to give any reafon for abfurd

cuftoms.
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cuftoms, In the church of Rome, faints
are eafily tranfplanted into any foil ;
and caprice, as well as fuperftition, may
have inclined the inhabitants of Zug
to adore a faint, whofe name is barely
known in his own country.

I am, &c.

LEST YR BIR S

Lucerne, Auguft 6,

E tcok boat at Zug, and being

rowed acrofs the lake (which
is about three leagues long, and one
broad) were landed at a fmall village
in the canton of Schweitz. From thence
we walked to Kuflnacht; and in our
way pafled by a {mall chapel facred to
William Tell, erected on the {pot where,
it is faid, he fhot the Auftrian governor.
At Kuflnacht, we embarked upon the
lake of Lucerne ; and were much ftruck
' upon



[ 113 ]
upon our approach with the fine view of
that town, which we thought fuperior
even to Zuric in the beauty of its
{ituation.

Lucerne, originally fubje& to the
houfe of Auftria, was continually ex-
pofed to the inroads of Uri, Schweitz,
and Underwalden, after thofe cantons
had fecured their own liberty and inde-
pendence. All her commerce to Italy,
was by this means interfupted; her
fairs unfrequented ; and her citizens
compelled to be ever in arms, in order
to protet their territory from inceflant
depredations. Under thefe circumftances,
the houfe of Auftria, inftead of giving
the citizens any effectual affiftance, im-
prudently loaded them with additional
taxes, as exorbitant as they were un-
juft. The confequence was, that Lu-
cerne made her peace with the confe=
derate cantons; and, having foon after
driven outthe Auftrian party, enteredinto
a perpetual alliance with Uri, Schweitz,

Y11, | . and
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and Undetwalden, and became a memy-
ber of the Helvetic confederacy.

The acceflion of Lucerne gave addi-
tional credit and power to the confe-
deracy; and enabled it, in 1386, to re-
fift all the efforts of a great and im-
placable enemy. In that year, Leopold
duke of Auftria invaded the canton
with a numerous army ; when the com~
bined troops gained a bloody victory at
Sempach, in which Leopold loft his
life. In the accounts of this battle, an
inftance of private valour in an individua}
1s recorded, which would have done
honour to a Grecian or a Roman name,
and only wants the pen of a Thucydides
or a Livy to be equalled in fame to the
exploits of the moft admired heroes of
antiquity. ‘The Auftrian army, far fu-
perior in number, was drawn up in
firm battalion, accoutred in heavy ar-
mour, and furnifhed with long pikes,
which they prefented before them. The
Swils troops were led on to the attack

I 113
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in the form of a wedge, in order to
open their way into the ranks of the
enemy, and to break the folidity of the
battalion. The latter, neverthelefs, con=
tinuing for fome time impenetrable ;
Arnold de Winkelried, a native of Una
derwalden, rufhed alone upon the ene=
my to certain death; and, feizing as
many pikes as he could grafp, endea-
voured to force through the ranks: but
he was killed in the attempt. His pa-
triotic valour, however, was not exerted
in vain: it inflamed the Swifs with new
courage;and taught them the beft method
of penetrating into the battalion ; which
they at length effeted, after the moft
defperate efforts of invincible refolu-
tion.

Leopold himfelf might have efcaped,
when his troops firft began to give way ;
but, with a magnanimity worthy of a
better fate, he determined, after having
been a witnefs to the total rout of
his army, not to furvive fo ignominious

' Iz a day :
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a day: accordingly he rufhed into the
thickeft of the enemy, and was flain,
In the arfenal of this place are fiill
preferved his armour, together with a
large quantity of cords; which, ac-
cording to the tradition of the coun-
try, he is faid to have brought with
him, in order to bind the citizens of
Lucerne. The keeper of the arfenal
difplayed them to us with the fame kind
of triumph, as the man, who fhews the
Tower of London, points out the chains
that were taken on board the Spanifh
~armada ; which, he tells you, Philip II.
deftined for the principal nobility of
England.

‘The government of Lucerne is en-
tirely ariftocratical, or rather indeed oli-
carchical. There are five hundred citi-
zens in the town, from whom a council
of one hundred, comprifing the fenate or
council of ftate, are chofen. The for-
mer is the nominal fovereign; but the
whole power actually refides in the lat-

ter,
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ter, confifting of thirty-fix members,
who are formed, like that of Zuric,
into two divifions, which exercife the
office by rotation. But the members
of this fenate are far from being fub-
ject to the fame controul as at Zuric;
for, they are neither confirmed by the
fovereign council, nor by the citizens,
but are only dependent upon them-
felves: the divifion which retires at
the end of fix months, confirming that
which comes into office. Befides, the
vacant places in the fenate are filled up
by their own body; fo that the power re-
mains in the pofleffion of a few patrician
families : and, as the fon generally {uc-
ceeds his father, or the brother his bro-
ther, the fenatorial dignity may be con-
fidered, in fome meafure, as hereditary.
The adminiftration of the curgent
affairs, the care of the police, the ma-
nagement of the finances, and the
whole executive power, refides in the
fenate, which fits conftantly ; whereas
15 the
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the fupreme council is aflembled only
upon particular occafions, for the
purpofes of legiflation, and the like.
The fenate has cognizance of criminal
caufes ; but in cafe of capital condem-
nation, the fovereign council is con-
voked 1n order to pronounce the fen-
tence: a praftice worthy of imitation !
for the condemnation of a criminal can-
not be too maturely weighed ; and the
more folemnity is ufed in pronouncing
the fentence, the greater effect it muft
have upon the minds of the people. In
civil caufes an appeal lies from the fe-
nate to the fovereign council : but this
muft be a2 mere formality; as in effett
it 1s an appeal from the fenators in
one court to the fame fenators in ano-
ther. Indeed, their influence over the
fovereign council muft neceffarily be
abfolute : for, they themfelves confti-
tute above a third of that body; chufe
their own members; are in pofleflion
of the principal charges of government,

and
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and confer moft of them; and have the
nomination to the vacant ecclefiaftical
benefices, which are very confiderable ;
near two thirds of the revenues of the

canton belonging to the clergy.
The chiefs of the republic are two

Avoyers, who are chofen from the fenate
by the council of one hundred, and are
confirmed annually. In all elections
whatfoever, the relations of the candi-
dates, to the third degree, are excluded
from voting : and neither the father
and the fon, nor two brothers, can be
members of the fenate at the fame time.
Excellent inftitutions, one fhould think,
to prevent the too great influence of
family - connections ; excellent indeed
in theory, but ufelefs in practice: and
this circumftancce proves, that when
the fpirit of the conftitution is purely
oligarchical, any laws paffed in order to
counteract the power of the nobles,
are mere cyphers. In fome few in-
ftances, however, the exorbitant autho-

I4 rity
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rity of the nobles is checked : for, in
cafe of declaring war and peace, form-
ing new alliances, or of impofing new
taxes, the citizens muft be affembled,
and give their confent.

As Lucerne 1s firft in rank and power
among the Catholic cantons ; all affairs
relative to religion are treated of in the
diet which aflembles in this town every
year, compofed of the deputies of thofe
cantons : and the pope’s nuncio refides
here. The town contains fcarcely three
thoufand inhabitants; has no manu-
factures of any confequence, and little
commerce : and as to learning, it no
where meets with lefs encouragement,
and confequently is lefs cultivated, What
a contraft to Zuric! The population
of the canton has confiderably encreafed
within this century: a fure proof of a
mild and equitable government. The
inhabitants are, as I am informed, al-
moft totally engaged in agriculture.
The fouthern parts of the canton are

chiefly
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chiely mountainous, and furnifh for
exportation cattle, hides, cheefe, and
buster : all the northern part is fruitful
in corn; the crops of which being more
than f{ufficient for the confumption of
the whole canton, there is a conftant ex-
portation of this article from the weekly
market held in the town ; to which the
inhabitants of the neighbouring demo-
cratical cantons refort, in order to pur=-
chafe that and other neceffaries in
which their own country 1s deficient.
The overplus that is wanted to fupply
this market, is drawn from Suabia and
Alface. This commerce, which (to-
gether with the paffage of the mer-
chandife for Italy) is the chief fupport
of the town, might be exceedingly im-
proved and augmented, confidering its
advantageous fituation: for, the Reufs
iffues from the lake, paffes through the
town, and, having joined the Aar, falls
into the Rhine.

The whole of what is remarkable in

the
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the town, may be comprifed in a very
thort defcription. The cathedral and the
Jefuits’ church,are the only public build-
ings worth obferving; but they are toa
much loaded with rich ornaments, and
difgraced by bad paintings. In the ca-
thedral 1s an organ of a fine tone, and
of an extraordinary fize : of the latter
you may judge by the dimenfions of
the center pipe; which, as the prieft
affured me, is forty feet in length, and
near three in breadth, and weighs eleven
hundred pounds, The bridges which
{kirt the town, round the edge of the
lake, are the fafhionable walks of the
place, and are remarkable for their
length. They are covered at top, and
open at the fides ; by which means one
has a conftant view of this delightful
and romantic country. They are deco-
rated with wretched paintings, confift-
ing of the hiftories of the Old Tefta-
ment, the battles of the Swifs, and the
dance of Death,

Ufon
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Upon our arrival here yefterday, we
{fent a letter of recommendation to ge-
neral Pfiffer, who received us imme-
diately, with his ufual civility. We
had heard fo much of a topographical
reprefentation he has formed of part of
Swiflerland, that we were anxious to
get a fight of it; as indeed 1t well de-
ferves particular notice, and merits the
moft accurate attention of the curious
traveller. The ingenious artift 1s a na-
tive of Lucerne, and general in the
French {fervice, and has devoted his
leifure time to the compleating of this
work. It is a model in relief; and
what 1s at prefent finifhed contains
about fixty {quare leagues of the moft
mountainous parts of Swiflerland; name-
ly, part of the cantons of Lucerne, Zug,
and Berne, together with the whole of
Uri, Schweitz, and Underwalden : and
the general has taken elevations and
drawings for above as much more. The
model of what is completed is twelve

feet
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feet long, and nine and a half broad.
The principal part is compofed of wax,
the mountains of ftone, and the whole
is coloured : but what deferves more
particular obfervation is, that not only
the woods of beech, of pine, &c. are
differently marked ; but alfo the out-
ward ftrata of the feveral mountains,
as well as their form, are diftinguifhed.
General Pfiffer has already been em-
ployed in this work about ten years,
with the utmoft patience and affiduity :
he has himfelf raifed the plans upon
the fpots, taken the elevations of the
mountains, and laid them down 1n
their feveral proportions. The plan 1s
fo minutely exact, that it takes in not
only all the mountains, lakes, rivers,
towns, villages, and forefts; but every
cottage, every torrent, every bridge, and
even every crofs is diftinctly and accu-
rately reprefented. In the profecution
of this laborious performance, he has
been twice arrefted for a fpy; and n

the
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the popular cantons has frequently been
forced to work by moon-light, in or-
der to avoid the jealoufy of the pea-
fants, who think their liberty would
be endangered, fhould fo exat a plan
be taken of their country. As he i1s
obliged to remain fome time upon the
tops of the Alps, where no provifion
can be procured ; he generally carries
with him a few fhe-goats, whofe milk
fupplies him with nourithment. In-
deed his perfeverance in furmounting
all the difficulties, that neceffarily have
arifen in the courfe of this undertaking,
1s almoft inconceivable. When he has
finithed any particular part, he fends
for the peafants who refide near the
{pot, efpecially thofe who hunt the cha-
mois, and bids them examine accurately
each particular mountain ; whether it
correfponds, as far as the {fmallnefs of
the fcale will admit, with its natural
appearance : and then, by frequently
re-touching, he correts the deficiencies.

He
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He tdkes all his elevations from the
level of the lake of Lucerneg which,
according to Mr. De Sauflure, 1s about
fourteen hundred and eight feet above
the Mediterranean.

This model, exhibiting the moft moun-
tainous parts of Swiflerland, conveys a
fublime picture of an immenfe body
of alps piled one upon another: as if
the ftory of the Titans were realized,
and they had fucceeded (at leaft in one
part of the globe) in heaping an Offa
upon a Pelion, and an Olympus upon
an Ofla. The general informed me
(and it 1s fomewhat remarkable) that
the tops of the alps which crofs Swif~
{ferland in the fame line, are nearly of
the fame level ; or in other words, there
are continued chains of mountains of
the fame elevation, rifing in progref-
fion to the higﬁeﬂ: range ; and from
thence gradually defcending in the fame
proportion towards Italy.

He
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He is exceedingly polite and affable
to ftrangers, and ever ready to be of
any fervice to travellers, in pointing
out to them the beft roads, and in ac-
quainting them with the places moft
worthy of obfervation. From what I
faw of him, he feemed to be a man of
a more lively imagination, than one
fhould have expetted, confidering the
indefatigable patience and laborious pre-
cifion. neceflary for the execution of a
work of this nature.

Near Lucerne is Mount Pilate, for-
merly called Mons Pileatus, from the
Latin word pzlea ; 1ts top being generally
covered with a cloud or cap. This
word has been corrupted into Piatus;
and from this alteration a thoufand
ridiculous ftories have been invented ;'
among others, that Pontius Pilate, af-
ter having condemned our Saviour to
death, was feized with remorfe, made a
little excurfion into Swiflerland, and
drowned himfelf in a lake, which

15
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is at the top of this mountain. This
corruption of a word, and this abfurd
legend fabricated from its alteration,
will naturally remind you of feveral
others of fimilar abfurdity, which are
ferioufly related by the Greek writers :
a circumftance which my very worthy
and learned friend Mr. Bryant, has fo
amply and ably difcufled, in his Analyfis
of ancient Mythology.
I am, &c.

LB« B R SXl;

Altdorf, Auguft 7.

HE Waldfter See, or the lake

of the four cantons, is by far
the moft beautiful and diverfified body
of water of this kind I have yet feen.
The upper branch, or the lake of Lu-
cerne, 1s in the form of a crofs; the
fides of which ftretch from Kuflnacht to
Dallenwal, a {mall village near Stantz,

the
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the capital of the canton of Under-
walden. It is bounded towards the
town of Lucerne (which forms a fine
ebjet upon its north-weftern extremity)
by cultivated hills floping gradually to
the water, contrafted on the oppofite
fide by an enormous mafs of barren and
craggy rocks. Mount Pilate rifes bold-
ly from the lake, and 1s perhaps one
of the higheft mountains in Swiflerland,
if eftimated from its bafe, and not from
the level of the fea. According to ge-
neral Pfiffer, its elevation above the lake
is more than fix thoufand feet : never-
thelefs its heighth above the Mediterra-
nean, is nothing in comparifon with that
of the alps we are going to vifit; nor
indeed does the {fnow continue all the
year upon its fummit. It 1s a fingle
infulated mountain ; and is divided at
its top into two rugged points; which,
when not covered with clouds, form a
moft majeftic appearance.

Towards the end of this branch, the
Yor. I. K mountains
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mountains that border the lake, ap-
proach, and form an exceeding narrow
creek fcarcelyamile acrofs ; foon after, the
lake widens again, and we entered the
{econd branch, or the lake of Schweitz :
on the weftern fide the canton of Un-
derwalden, on the eaftern that of
Schweitz. Here the mountains. are
more lofty, and infinitely varied : fome
covered to their very fummits with the
moft lively verdure; others perpendicu-
lar and craggy ; here forming vaft am-
phitheatres of wood ; there jutting into
the water in bold promontories.

On the eaftern fide of this branch, is
the fmall village or town of Gerfaw,
fituated at the foot of the Rugi: it is
the f{malleft republic in Europe. Its
territory is about a league in breadth,
and two in length ; confifting partly of
a {mall neck of land at the edge of the
lake, and the remainder lying upon the
rapid declivity of the Rugi. In the vil-
lage and fcattered cottages there may

perhaps
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perhaps be about a thoufand inhabitants:
they have their general aflembly of bur-
gefles, their Landamman, their council
of regency, their courts of juftice, and
their militia. I was told, (though I will
not abfolutely anfwer for the truth of
it) that there is not a fingle horfe in the
whole territory of the republic; as indeed
one might well fuppofe: for, the only way
of getting to the town is by water, except-
ing a narrow path down the fteep fides
of the mountain, which i1s almoft im-
paflable. 'This little republic, is under
the protection of the four cantons, Lu-
cerne, Ur, Schweitz, and Underwalden ;
and in cafe of war furnifthes its quota
of men. To the ambitious politician,
who judges of governments by extent of
dominion and power; fuch a diminutive
republic thrown into an obfcure corner,

and fcarcely known out of its own con-
tracted territory, muft appear unworthy
- of notice ; but the fmalleft {pot of earth
K2 on
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on which civil freedom is cultivated and
flourifhes, cannot fail of being inter-
efting to thofe who know the true value
of liberty and independence; and are
convinced, that political happinefs does
not confift in great riches and extenfive
empire.

Towards the end of this branch the
lake forms a confiderable bay; in the
midft of which lies the village of Brun-
nen, celebrated for the figning of the
treaty, in 1315, between Uri, Schweitz,
and Underwalden. From this point
we had a glimpfe of Schweitz, the
capital burgh of the canton, about two
miles from Brunnen: it ftands far-
ther within the land, at the bottom
of two very high, fharp, and rugged
rocks.

Here we turned fhort to our right-
hand and entered the third branch, or
the lake of Uri; the fcenery of which
is fo amazingly grand and fublime, that
the impreflion it made upon me will never

be
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be erafed frommymind. Imaginetoyour-
felf a deep and narrow lake about nine -
miles in length, bordered on both fides
with rocks uncommonly wild and ro-
mantic, and, for the moft part, per-
pendicular ; with forefts of beech and
pine growing down their fides to the
very edge of the water : indeed the rocks
are fo entirely fteep and overhanging,
that it was with difficulty we could ob-
{ferve more than four or five {pots, where
we could have landed. On the right-
hand, upon our firft entrance, a detach-
ed piece of rock, at a fmall diftance from
the fhore, engaged our attention. It
rifes to about fixty feet in heighth ; is
covered with brufhwood and fhrubs ;
and reminded me in fome degree of
thofe that fhoot up in the middle of
the fall of the Rhine near Schafthaufen :
but here the lake was as fmooth as
chryftal ; and the filent, folemn gloom
which reigned in this place, was not lefs
awful and affecting than the tremendous

K3 roaring
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roaring of the cataraét in the other.
Somewhat farther, upon the higheft
point of the Seelifberg, we obferved a
{fmall chapel that feemed inacceffible ;
and below it, the little village of Gruti,
near which the three heroes of thefe
cantons are faid to have met, and tq
have taken reciprocal oaths of fidelity,
when they planned the famous revolu-
tion *,

On the oppofite fide, but farther on,
appears the chapel of William Tell,
eretted in honour of that hero, and
upon the very fpot where (it s faid) he
leaped from the boat, in which he was
carrying prifoner to Kuflnacht. It 1s
built upon a rock that juts out into the
lake under a hanging wood : a fituation
amid fcenes {o ftrikingly awful, as can-
not fail of ftrongly affecting even the
moft dull and torpid imagination! On
the infide of this chapel, the feveral ac-
tions of William Tell are badly painted,
While we were viewing them, we ob-

* See page :
e ferved
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{ferved the countenances of our water-
men gliftened with exultation, and they
related to us with much {pirit and fenfi-
bility the cruelties and tyranny of Gef-
ler, governor of Uri, and the intrepid
behaviour of their glorious deliverer.
Indeed I have frequently remarked with
pleafure, the national enthufiafm which
fo generally prevails in this country ;
and have greatly admired the fire and
amimation with which the people dif-
courfe of thofe famous men among
their anceftors, to whom they are in-
debted for that happy ftate of indepen-
dence which they now enjoy. This
laudable fpirit is confinually kept up
and encouraged by the number of fta-
tues, and other memorials, of the an-
tient Swifs heroes, which are {fo com-
mon in every town and village through-
out Swiflerland. Among thefe, Tell is
the moft diftinguithed, and he feems to
be the peculiar favourite of the common
people : the reafon is obvious; for, his

' K 4 ftory
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ftory partakes greatly of the marvels
lous.

A man of letters at Berne has written
a treatife, entitled Fable Danoife,in which
he calls in queftion the hiftory of Wil-
ham Tell. His arguments in general are
by no means conclufive ; he mentions,
however, two circumftances, which, if
true, are convincing proofs, that much
fiction 1s interwoven with the whole
account : for, the author afferts that the
incident of Tell’s fhooting the apple oft
the head of his fon, is not recorded in
any of the contemporary hiftorians, al-
though they give the minuteft accounts
of the governor’s tyranny ; and thatthe
firft writer who takes notice of it, 1s
Petermann Etterlin of Lucerne, who
lived in the latter end of the fifteenth
century, near two hundred years after
the fact is fuppofed to have happened,
Befides, a ftory of the fame kind is re-
lated in the Danifh annals of Saxa
Grammaticus, with no other difference

‘than -
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than that of names; Herald king of Den-
mark {fupplying the place of the governor
of Url; and Tocco that of William Tell:
and this event, which is faid to have hap-
pened in g6, is attended alfo with near-
ly the fame incidents, as thofe recorded
in the Swifs accounts *¥. Neverthelefs,
it is far from being a neceflary confe-
quence, that, becaufe the authenticity of
the ftory concerning the apple is liable
to fome doubts; zberefore the whole
tradition relating to 'Tell is fabulous.
Neither 1s it a proof againit the reality
of a fact, that it is not mentioned by
any contemporary hiftorians. The ge-
neral hiftory of William Tell is re-
peatedly celebrated in feveral old Ger-
man fongs, fo remarkable for their an-
tient diale¢t and fimplicity, as almoft

* As Saxo Grammaticus is an author but little
~ known, and the paflage in queftion being exceed-
ingly curious ; the reader will find it inferted in

the Appendix.
to
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to raife the deeds they. celebrate above
all reafonable fufpicion : add to this, the
corftant tradition of the country, to-
gether with two chapels erefted fome
centuries ago, in memory of his ex-
ploits.

The three cantons were fo much of-
fended with the author for throwing
any doubt upon the actions of their
antient hero, that they prefented a re-
monftrance to the fovereign council of
Berne: in confequence of which, the
pamphlet in queftion was publicly
burnt at Uri. In this inftance their
national prejudices (if they really deferve
that name) become, in {ome fort, me=
ritorious and refpectable.

The crofs bow is ftill much ufed in
thefe parts, as I had an opportunity of
obferving upon our landing at Fluellen,
where I faw feveral very young boys,
each with a crofs bow in his hand.
There happened to be a butt at a {fmall
diftance from the place ; and I gave them

to
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to underftand, that thofe who hit the
mark fhould receive a penny for their
dexterity. Upon this intimation, three |
. boys took aim fucceffively, two of whom
hit the very centre of the butt, and ob-
tained the prize accordingly : but, the
third miffing, I made him fhoot till he
touched the mark; which, after two or
three trials, he at length performed.
From Fluellen we walked to Altdorf,
the capital burgh of the canton of Uri,
fituated 1n a narrow vale almoft mtirely
furrounded by ftupendous mountains.
It contains {everal neat houfes; the
tops whereof are covered with large de-
tached ftones, placed there in order to
prevent the roofs being carried away by
thofe violent ftorms, that frequently
rufh down from the neighbour; ngmoun-
tains into this valley.
When the greateft part of Helvetia
was {ubject to the empire; the inhabi-
tants of Urn, Schweitz, and Under-
- walden, had long enjoyed the moft confi-
. derable
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derable privileges, particularly the right
of being governed by their own magif-
trates : the clergy and many of the
nobles, indeed, had fiefs and fubjects in
thofe refpective territories; but the bulk
of the people formed feveral commu-
nities almoft totally independent. Dur-
ing the twelfth century, various difputes
which thefe three cantons had with the
emperors, united them more firmly than
ever ; and they were accuftomed every
ten years to renew formally their al-
liance with each other. Such was their
fituation at the death of Frederic II.
in 1250. From this period, or foon
afterwards, commences the interregnum
in the empire: during which time of
anarchy and confufion, the nobles and
bifhops endeavouring to extend their
power, and to encroach upon the pri-
vileges of the people; Uri, Schweitz,
and Underwalden, put themfelves under
the protection of Rhodolph of Habif-
bourg, who, in 1270, being chofen

emperor,



[iagr ]

emperor, terminated the interregnum.
Rhodolph had a revenue affigned to
him by thefe cantons; and he appointed
a governor, who had cognizance in all
criminal caufes : the rights, however,
and privileges of the people were ex-
prefsly referved.

Rhodolph, fome time after his ac-
ceflion to the throne of the empire,
liftened to the ambitious {fchemes of his
fon Albert duke of Auftria, who was
defirous to form Helvetia into a dutchy.
For this purpofe the emperor purchafed
the domains of {everal abbeys, and
other confiderable fiefs in Swiflerland, as
well in the canton of Schweitz as in the
neighbouring territories. The great in-
creafe of power, which the emperor
gained by this acquifition, induced the
three cantons to renew their alliance,
and to demand a confirmation of their
privileges: and their demands were
granted. Upon the death of Rhodolph,
Adolphus of Naffau fucceeded him, from

whom
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whom they obtained the fame confir-
mation. But when Albert was after-
wards chofen emperor, he refufed to
ratify it : and, in order totally to fub-
due the people, he placed over them two
governors, who were guilty of many
flagitious acts of tyranny and oppref-
fion.

Under thefe circumftances Werner de
Staffach of Schweitz, Walther Furft of
Uri, and Arnold de Melchtall of Under-
walden, planned the famous revolution,
which took place January 13, 1308,
and reftored liberty to the three cantons.
Albert, while he was preparing to attack
them, was * affaffinated by his nephew
John of Habibourg. In 1315, Leo-

pold

* The occafion of this affaflination, and the cir-
cumftances attending it, were as follow :— Albert,
as guardian to his nephew John of Habfbourg,
had taken poffefion of his hereditary dominions
in Suabia, and refufed to deliver them up to him
under various pretences, At length, wearied with

repeated

9
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pold duke of Auftria marched again&l
the confederate cantons with an army of
twenty

repeated folicitations to no purpofe, John entered
into a confpiracy againft his uncle with Rhodolph
de Warth, Ulric de Palme, Walther d’Efchen-
bach, and Conrad de Tagerfeld.

The emperor dined at Baden, in his way to
Rheinfelds, a town in the circle of Suabia, where
was the empref(s his wife with a confiderable body
of troops, with which he propofed attacking the
three cantons. Contemporary hiftorians, who have
recorded the minuteft circumftances of this aflaffi-
nation, relate, that Albert was in very high fpirits
during the repaft ; and that upon his nephew again
entreating to be put into pofleflion of his heredi-
tary dominions, the emperor, with an air of banter,
placed a garland of flowers upon his head, adding,
at the fame time, ¢ This will be more agreeable
“¢ toyou, for the prefent, than the cares of a trou-
¢¢ blefome government.”” This taunt had fuch an
effet upon the young man, that he burft into
tears, flung away the flowers, and could not be
prevailed upon to {it down to the table.

After dinner Albert continued his journey on
horfeback, accompanied by his fon Leopold, the
cenfpirators, and the reft of his ufual attendants;

and
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twenty thoufand men ; and, end=avour-
ing to force his way into the canton of
Schweitz

and came, near the town of Windifch, in the
canton of Berne, to the Reufs. Over this river,
there was no bridge, but paflengers were ufually
ferried upon a raft. The confpirators pafled over
firft ; and immediately after them Albert, who
rode gently on, waiting for his fon Leopold, and
the remainder of his fuite. As he was riding
through a field, not far from the caftle of Habf-
bourg, and oppofite to the town of Brugg, which
lies on the other fide of the Aar, the aflaffins fud-
denly befet him. One of them feizing his horfe’s
bridle, Jokn of Habfbourg reproached him for his
injuftice in detaining his dominions ; and, without
waiting for an anfwer, ftruck him on the neck
with his fword : Rhodolph de Warth wounded
him in the fide; and Ulric de Palme clove his
head with his fabre. In this condition they left
him expiring upon the ground.

This aflaffination was committed the 1ft of May
1308, in the open day, and in the fight of his fon
Leopeld and the reft of his court, who had not as yet
pafled theriver ; and,though they were witnefles to the
murder, it was not in their power to give the emperor
any affiftance. The ficld lies between the Aar and
the Reufs, not far from the junction of thofe two

Fivers ;
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Schweitz at the ftreights of Morgarten,
received a total defeat from thirteen

hundred

rivers ; and the very fpot, where he was maflacred,
is marked by a convent, ereled by his wife Eli-
fabeth, and his daughter-in-law Agnes, the widow
of his fon Rhodolph king of Bohemia : the place
was called Konigsfeld, or King’s field ; a2 name it
retains to this day. The remains of the emperor
were buried in the convent of Witterling, from
whence they were afterwards tranfported to Spiol,
and there interred.

- The aflaflins efcaped without being purfued ;
and retired into the cantons of Uri, Schweitz,
and Underwalden, expetting to find a fure afylum
in a nation, which Albert was preparing to invade.
But thofe generous people, detefting a crime of fo
atrocious a nature, although committed upon the
perfon of their greateft and mofit formidable enemy,
refufed to give the murderers any protettion.
D’Efchenbach concealed himfelf in the difguife of
a common labourer during thirty years; nor was
his rank difcovered till he confefled it upon his
death-bed ; De Palme, deftitute of common ne-
ceflaries, died of extreme poverty ; and De Warth,
tied to a horfe’s tail, like a common male-
fadtor, and dragged to the place of execution, was
broken upon the wheel. Some hiftorians relate,

Nor. I, 5 that
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hundred Swifs, who were pofted upon
‘the mountains.  If we may believe
contemporary hiftorians, the confederate

that he was the firft perfonewho ever fuffered that
fpecies of torture; that he remained three days in
the moft dreadful agonies ; and that his wife (fuch
was the firange proof fhe gave of her affection !)
attended him to the place of execution, nor could
be prevailed upon to withdraw herfelf till he ex-
pired.  John of Habfbourg, commonly diftin-
guifhed by the appellation of parricide from this
aflaflination, did not reap the benefit from his
crime that he expeéted : for, by order of the
emperor Henry VII. he retired into'a monaftery
of Auguftin friars at Pifa, where he diedin 13:3.

The widow of Albert turned her whole thoughts
towards revenging the death of her hufband ; and,
in this purfuit, involved the innocent no lefs than
the guilty : for, all who had any conne&ion with the
affafiins, fuffered the fame punithment, and were
facrificed with undiftinguifhing cruelty to the manes
of the deceafed emperor. Mean while the three
cantons were left, for a fhort time, to the undif-
turbed enjoyment of their liberties, and toftrengthen
themfelves acainft any future attack : and thus
they innocently reaped the fole advantage which
was derived from this aflaflination,

troops
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troops loft but fourteen men in this
memorable engagement, which in{'ured
their independence for ever. 'This fame
year the three cantons entered into a
perpetual alliance, which was ratified
at Brunnen: and this alliance 1s the
grand foundation of the Helvetic con-
federacy. Such were the feeble begin-
nings of a league, which has fince be-
come fo formidable by the acceffion of
ten more cantons, and by the additional
ftrength of its numerous allies: and it
1s remarkable, that Swillerland is the
only country which, on the one fide,
has confined the limits of the German
empire; and, on the ofber, has {et bounds
to the French monarchy, which it has
never dared to tranfgrefs,

Schweitzerland, or, as we term it,
Swiflerland, originally comprehended
only the three cantons of Uri, Schweitz,
and Underwalden, but that name was af-
terwards extended to all Helvetia. It deri-
ved that appellation either from the can-

L2 ton,
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ton of Schweitz, as having particularly
diftinguifhed itfelf in the revolution of
1308, and alfo at the battle of Morgar-
ten ; or from the Auftrians calling all
thofe who inhabited thefe mountainous
parts, by the general denomination of
Schweitzers.

Swiflerland was the rock which the
houfe of Auftria {plit upon, during more
than a century. Blinded with refent-
ment againft their former fubjetts, and
anxious to recover their loft domains
in thefe parts; the feveral dukes led on
in perfon confiderable armies to fubdue
a nation, whofe {pirit was unconquera-
ble; and to get pofleflion of a country,
which, from its fituation, was eafily
defended by an handful of men againft
the moft numerous troops. Within
the period above mentioned, Auftria
negleCted feveral opportunities of ag-
grandizing herfelf in other parts ; and,
{lighting what was more feafible, bent
her whole efforts to obtain what in its

very
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very nature was unattainable. ‘The
confequence of this miftaken policy, was,
a continued fucceflion of defeats, at-
tended with a prodigious expence, and
the lofs of their braveft troops: until
at length, convinced of their error, they
totally relinquifhed an attempt, which
had coft them fo much fruitlefs blood
and treafure. But although f{everal em-
perors of that houfe occafionally made
alliances with the Swifs cantons; yet
it was not tiil the treaty of Weftphalia
that their independence was fully and
finally acknowledged by Ferdinand III.
and the whole empire.

The government of thefe three can-
tons is entirely democratical, and near-
ly the fame. The fupreme power re-
fides in the people at large, who are,
in each of thefe cantons, divided into
{feveral communities, from which are
chofen equally the councils of regency.
In the general aflembly the Landam-

man, and the principal magiftrates, are
b3 elected ;
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elected : and every burgher, at the age
of fourteen in the canton of Uri; and
of fifteen in Schweitz and Underwalden,
has a right to vote. The councils of
regency of Uri and Schweitz confift
each of fixty members, and refide at
the capital burghs.  In this council the
execuilve power is velted, and {from
this body the principal magifirates are
chofen. Underwalden 1s divided into
the inferior and fuperior valley ; and
each of thefe divifions has its own pe-
culiar government and adminiftration.
Formerly the whole canton was under
the fame adminiftration ; but the two
diftri¢ts feparated upon fome difpute,
and have fince formed two diftin¢t go-
vernments ; which have each thewr ge-
neral aflembly, their Landamman, and
their council of regency : but for the ma-
nagement of external affairs, there is a
joint council formed of the two divifions.
Thefe three cantons contain about
¢ighty thoufand fouls, and in cafe of
neceflity
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neceflity could furnifh above twentythou-
fand militia. All the Catholic cantons
enjoy confiderable fubfidies from France.
Every burgher, of the age of fourteen,
receives fix livres (five fhillings of our
money) annually ; the Landamman and
the magiftrates more in proportion. The
canton of Schweitz has had for fome
time a quarrel with France; and
accordingly withdrew its troops from
that fervice: but this year the matter
has been accommodated ; and the king
pays every male child of a burgher,
four livres annually, reckoning from
the time of his birth. I cannot help
thinking, that the acceptance of thefe
fubfidies derogates in fome meafure
from that fpirit of abfolute indepen-
dence, which the cantons of Swifler-
land profefs ; and that it would be far
more honourable to enter into an al-
liance with France upon terms of the
moft perfect equality, than to receive
from that kingdom paltry fubfidies,

L 4 which
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which give an air of venality to their
{everal treaties.

The fame kind of foil, and the {fame
fort of productions, are common to
the three cantons: the whole country
being rugged and mountaincus, confifts
chiefly of excellent pafture, but raifes
little corn, and has no vines. One
cannot but obferve with aftonithment
to what a degree of fertility they have
improved a land, naturally the moft
barren, and for which they fought with
as much zeal and intrepidity, as if they
had been contending for the richeft
plains of Sicily or Afia Minor. In thefe
little democratical ftates fumptuary laws
are not neceflary ; for, they {fcarcely
know, even in idea, what luxury is.
Such indeed is the purity, or (as fome
perhaps would call it) the aufterity of
morals, which ftill prevails among thefe
people, as cannot eafily be imagined
by the inhabitants of great and opulent
cities : and I cannot refle& on that af-

fe€tionate
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feCtionate patriotifm which fo ftrongly
attaches them to their country, with-
out calling to mind that beautiful de~
fcription of the Swifs peafant, in Gold-
{mith’s Traveller :

€ Dear is that fbed to which his foul conforms,

“ And dear that bill which lifts him to the florms :
“ And as a child, when fcaring founds moleft,

¢ Clings clofe and clofer to the mother’s breaft ;

. 8o the loud torrent, and the whirlwind’s roar,
“ But bind him to bis native mountains more.”’

Every ftep we now advance 1s tread-
ing, as it were, upon facred ground ;
as monuments continually occur of thofe
memorable battles, by which the Swifs
refcued themfelves from oppreflion, and
fecured the enjoyment of their invalu-
able freedom. I am now indeed 1n
the very center of civil liberty ; would
I could add of religious too! but the
church of Rome, exclufively, 1s eftab=-
lifhed here ; and the people are in ge-
neral bigotted, fuperftitious, and into-
lerant. It muft be acknowledged, how-

ever,
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ever, that this intolerant {pirit is not
wholly confined to the Catholic can-
tons ; for, in thofe where the Proteftants
prevail, Calvinifm is alone admitted :
and thus a nation, who prides her-
felf upon her freedom, denies the free
exercife of religion to every other fect
except that which predommates. Is not
this ftriking at the firft principle, and
moft valuable privilege, of genuine li-
berty ?

Long as my letter already 1s, I can-
not forbear mentioning, before I con-
clude it, a peculiar cuftom obferved in
fome of thefe democratical ftates : every
perfon who 1s chofen for a bailliage, or
any office in the leaft lucrative, 1s obliged
to pay a certain {tipulated fum into the
public fund. This practice is attended
with one 'ill confequence at leaft ; as
the {uccefsful candidate i1s in fome mea-
fure authorifed to ftretch his preroga-
tives, in order to make the moft of
the profits of his charge. Accordingly

it
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it is a general remark, that in the com-
mon bailliages the bailiffs appointed by
the popular cantons are more apt to be
guilty of exactions than thofe of the
ariftocratical,

dam, . gce,

L.E: T.TE R Xl

St. Gothard, Auguft g.

WISSERLAND i1s a moft delight-
ful country, and merits the parti-
cular obfervation of the traveller, as
well for the diverfity of the feveral go-
vernments, as for the wonderful beau-
tics of nature: but the impofitions of
the innkeepers, the difficulty of procur-
ing horfes, and the exorbitant price one
is obliged to pay for the hire of them,
are the taxes one muift inevitably be
fubject to, for the enjoyment of thefe
its delights, Thefe little inconvenien-
ces
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ces however fthould be borne with pa-
tience and good-humour; and I will not
trouble you with any f{pienetic com-
plaints of thofe unpleafant circumftances
which all travellers muft neceffarily meet
with.

We quitted Altdorf after dinner, hav-
ing with difficulty hired two horfes, be-
fides one for the baggage ; we procured,
however, another upon the road: fo
that what with riding and tying we got
on very well. About nine miles from
Altdorf, we began afcending. The road
winds continually along the fteep fides
of the mountains; and the Reufs in
many places entirely fills up the bottom
of the valley, which is very narrow :
that river fometimes appeared feveral
hundred yards below us ; Aere rufhing a
confiderable way through a foreft of
pines ; zhere falling down in cafcades,
and lofing itfelf in the valley. We pafled
it feveral times over bridges of a fingle
arch, and beheld it tumbling under our

9 fee
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feet in channels which it had forced
through the folid rock; innumerable
torrents roaring down the fides of the
mountains ; which were fometimes bare,
fometimes finely wooded, with here and
there fome fantaftic beeches hanging on
the fides of the precipice, and half ob-
{curing the river from our view. The
darknefs and folitude of the forefts ; the
occafional livelinefs and variety of the
verdure ; immenie fragments of rock
blended with enormous mafles of 1ce, that
had tumbled from the mountains above ;
rocks of an aftonifhing heighth piled up-
on one another, and fhutting in the
vale ;—fuch are the fublime and mag-
nificent {cenes with which this romantic
country abounds, and which enchanted
us beyond expreflion.

We fet out this morning early from
Walfen, a fmall village where we pafled
the night; and continued advancing for
fome way on a rugged afcent, through
the fame wild and beautiful tract of

country,
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country, which I have juft mentioned,
We could {carce walk an hundred yards
without crofling fome of thofe torrents;
that precipitated with violence from the
tops of the mountains in different forms;
the water clearer than chryftal. The
road, exceedingly fteep and craggy, is
chiefly paved: in many places it is car-
ried upon arches under a high moun-
tain, and overhangs a deep precipice;
the-river roaring and foaming below.
This being one of the great paflages into
Italy, we met a confiderable number of
pack-horfes laden with merchandife: and
as the road in particular parts is very
narrow, it required fome dexterity in the
horfes to pafs one another without joft-
ling. Thefe roads, hanging as they do
over the precipice, cannot fail of in-
{piring terror to thofe travellers, who are
unaccuftomed to them ; and more par-
ticularly as the mules and horfes have a
fingular method of going on. Theydo
not keep in the middle of the track,

5 but
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but continue crofiing from'the fide of
the mountain towards the edge of the
precipice, then turn> aflant abruptly ;
and thus form, if I may fo exprefs my-
{elf, a conftant zig-zag.
. 'Thus far the valley of St. Gothard
appeared to be well peopled ; and we
paffed through feveral villages fituated
towards the bottom and lefs narrow
part of the valley: the fides of the
mountains were occafionally ftrewed
thick with cottages; covered with fo-
refts ; or enriched with paftures.” Still
continuing to afcend, the country a lit-
tle beyond Wafen {uddenly:changed.
It now became more wild and perfectly
defert : there were no traces of any
trees, except here and there a ftubbed
pine ; the rocks were more bare, craggy,
and impending ; not the leaft fign of
any habitation; and fcarce a blade of
grafs to be feen. We then came to a
bridge thrown acrofs a very deep chafm
over the Reufs, which here forms a
confiderable



I abp "8

confiderable catara@ down the fthagged
fides of the mountain, and over im-
 menfe fragments of rock which it has
undermined in its courfe. ‘This bridge
1s called Teufels-bruck, or the devil’s
bridge ; the common people always at-
tributing works of any difficulty to the
devil. As we ftood upon the bridge
admiring the cataract, we were covered
with a kind of drizzling rain ; the river
throwing up the fpray to a confiderable
heighth. Thefe are fublime fcenes of
horror, of which thofe who have not
been {pectators, can form no idea : nei-
ther the powers of painting nor poe-
try can give an adequate image of
them.

Not far from this wonderful land-
{cape (the country ftill continuing foli-
tary and defolate) the road led us into
a {ubterrancous paflage, of about eighty
paces in length, cut through d rock
of granite, which opened at the oppo-
. fite entrance into the ferene and culti-
vated
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vated valley of Urferen : the objeéts
that prefented themfelves to us were,
a village backed by an high mountain,
on the fides of which was a wood of
pines ; peafants at work in the fields;
cattle feeding in the meadows ; and the
river, which, when we laft faw 1it, loudly
dathed over rude fragments of rock in a
continual cataract, now flowed filently
and fmoothly along ; while thefun, which
had been hidden from us when we were
in the deep valley, here fhone forth in
its full {fplendor. In general we had hi-
therto always found a gradual advance
from extreme wildnefs to high cultiva-
tion ; but in the prefent inftance, the
change was fo abrupt and inftantaneous,
that 1t {eemed like a fudden enchant-
ment.
~ In this valley are four villages, Urfe-
ren, Hopital, Realp, and Zundorf ;
forming a {mall republic under the pro-
tection of the canton of Uri. The ter-
ritory of this little commonwealth is

pion. I M about
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about nine miles in length and two in
breadth, and contains thirteen hundred
fouls. The people elect in their gene-
ral affembly, their Talamman or chief,
as alfo fome other magiftrates : and there
is a permanent council of fifteen mem-
bers, who meet alternately in the differ-
ent diftricts. The inhabitants of this
valley enjoy very great privileges; but
the republic is not abfolutely indepen-
dent : for in civil caufes an appeal lies
from their courts of juftice to Altdorf;
and in criminal ones, although the
trial is in the courts of the valley, and
before the judges of the country; yet
two deputies from the government of
Uri are prefent at the decifion, and
deliver in to the judges the opinion of

the council of Altdorf.
Notwithftanding the confiderable ele-
vation of this valley, and the coldnefs
of the air even at this feafon of the
year, it produces excellent pafture and
fome barley., The only wood they
have
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have is the fmall plantation of pines
I jut now mentioned, rifing behind
the village of Urferen, and which 1s
preferved with uncommon care and re-
verence : in fome parts indeed, along the
banks of the Reufs, there 1s here and
there a fmall quantity of brufh-wood
and ftubbed willows ; but thefe do not
fupply the inhabitants with a thou-
fandth part of the fuel neceffary for
confumption in this climate. In the ad-
jacent country there are feveral mines of
chryftal ; of which a confiderable quan-
tity 1s exported to Milan, as well from
hence as from Altdorf. The language
of the country ftill continues a kind of
Swifs-German, but almoft every perfon
{peaks Italian.

The valley of Urferen is a fmall plain
entirely furrounded on all fides by high
and barren rocks, the tops whereof are
covered with inow. This plain is com-
monly faid to form the bafe of the
- mountain of St. Gothard ; though the
M 2 latter
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latter 15 more properly an enormous
mountain, piled upon the fhoulders of
other mountains which rife rapidly from
the lake of Lucerne. Near the mid-
dle of this beautiful plain we turned
to the left, and again entered a valley
filled with the ruins of broken moun-
tains; the Reufs burfting through it
with a moft rapid and vehement tor-
rent; on each fide, immenfe fhattered
blocks of granite, of a beautiful greyifh
colour (and of which the fummits of
thefe alps are compofed) confufedly
piled together. Itis about three leagues
from Urferen to this place; and the
afcent all the way as fteep as a horfe can
well mount : but the road, confider-
ing the ruggednefs of the rocks, is not
fo incommodious as one might expett.
We are now lodged at a houfe in-
habited by two Italian friars from the
convent of Capuchins at Milan; who
receive all ftrangers that pafs through
thefe inhofpitable regions; where there
15
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1s no other houfe for a confiderable way.
One of the friars 1s abfent, {fo that I am
in pofleflion of his bedchamber : it is
a fnug little room, where a man may
fleep very well without being an an-
chorite ; and which, after the fatigues
of our journey, I enjoy with a fatisfac-
tion much too fenfible to envy the lux-
ury of a palace. Our hoft has juft given
us a dinner, confifting of delicious trout,
(with which fome of the lakes and the
neighbouring torrents abound) eggs and
milk, together with a defert compofed of
excellent butter and cheefe ; both which
were made in this dreary fpot; the paf-
ture being peculiarly exquifite,

Upon our arrival we were rejoiced to
find a good fire; the weather being fo
exceedingly cold, that I, who was only
clad in a thin camlet coat, came into
the convent half frozen. It is fingular
to find, at the diftance of only a day’s

~ journey, the climate fo different from
what it was at Altdorf ; the air is ab-
M 3 {olutely



[ 166 ]

{olutely in a freezing ftate; and I juft
now pafled by a boy at work, who was
blowing his fingers to warm them. If
the cold be fuch in the midft of fum-
mer, how intolerably piercing muft it
prove in December ? The fnow begins to
fall here the latter end of September;
and the lakes about this fpot are frozen
during nine months in the year.

I am juft returned from vifiting the
{fources of the Tefin and the Keufs;
which rife within two miles of each
other. 'The former, in the ftate I faw
it, flowed from under a mafs of ice;
but the friar who accompanied us, told
me, that, when the ice 1s melted, it is
{een burfting from the rock : from thence
it takes its courfe towards the fouth ; is
joined in its paffage by feveral torrents;
traverfes the lake of Locarno, and part
of the Milanefe, and at length unaites
with the Po. The latter river iffues from
the lake Loacendro, which 1s about two
miles in circumference; flows towards

the
5
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the north into the lake of Lucerne, and
from thence throws itfelf into the Aar
and the Rhine. It was from the dif-
ferent courfes of thefe two rivers, that
Mr. de Boufflers faid, that upon the
top of the St. Gothard, a man might
{pit into the Ocean and the Mediterra-
nean. Thefe lakes (of which kind there
are a confiderable number in thefe parts)
are equally deep in winter and fummer,
and always preferve the fame level. They
are probably formed by the melting of
the fnows, with which the circumjacent
mountains are covered ; although in fe-
veral there is no appearance of their being
fupplied by any torrent. For, the fnows
thus melted, force themfelves channels in
the rocks ; and, flowing through fubterra-
neous paflages, iffue out at fome diftance:
and by this means the true {ources of
thefe great bodies of water lie conceal-
ed. Within a day’s journey is the {fource
of the Rhine in the Grifons; and about
the diftance of three leagues, that of the

M 4 Rhone
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Rhone in the Furca: which mountain
we fhall pafs to-morrow. We are ftill
furrounded by very high, rugged rocks,
and 1nacceflible glaciers ; fo that our
view i1s much confined: and though I
walked above a league towards Italy,
in hopes of having an extenfive profpec
of part of that delightful country, yet
I could fee nothing but rocks, precipices,
and torrents.

I am at this inftant near * feven
thoufand feet perpendicular above the
level of ‘the fea: no inconfiderable
heighth, moft certainly. Neverthelefs,
if I were to give credit to thofe, who
affert, that this mountain is the higheft
point of Europe, I fhould raife myfelf
in idea above twice as high. But, as
I have reafon to think, that this opinion
1s founded upon falfe calculations; I will
not flatter myfelf, that I am more exa/ted

* According to Mr. de Sauffure, the {pot upnn.
which the houfe of the Capuchin friars is built,
is 1,061 French toifes above the fea.

above
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above the reft of mankind than T really
am. Mikeli, who meafured the principal
mountains of Swiflerland (but who 1s
very inaccurate in his calculations) confi-
ders this as the higheft of all ; and he
eftimates its elevation above the fea as
equal to 17,600 feet, But the truth is,
St. Gothard, fo far from being of that
elevation, is by no means the higheft
mountain of Swiflerland ; and there is
probably not one mountain, either in
Europe, Afia, or Africa, of that heighth.
“According to general Pfiffer, the moft
elevated part of the St. Gothard rifes
above the fea 9,075 feet: an heighth
confiderably lefs than that of Atna and
of Teneriff; and ftill more inferior to
that of feveral in this great chain of alps,
which feparate Italy from Swifferland.

Tam, é&c.

LETTER

/7 {‘//Mt? 4
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Muntfter in the Vallais, Auguft 11.

Arrived here late yefterday evening ;
and fo fatigued that I could not have
written a line for any confideration
whatfoever : but I am this morning quite
refrefhed with a comfortable fleep, and
in {pirits to continue my journal. I
took leave of our hoft of St. Gothard,
after having withed him a plea-
fant winter in that dreary fituation ;
and walked on alcne, for about two
leagues, down the vale of St. Gothard.
Indeed I frequently qilit my company,
and either go on before, or ftay behind,
that I may enjoy uninterrupted, and with
a fort of melancholy pleafure, thefe
{fublime exhibitions of Nature in her
moft awful and tremendous forms. I
entered the valley of Urferen at Hopi-
tal; and  was again ftruck with the
ftrong contraft between that cultivated
vale



[agmad
vale and the defolate country I had juft
quitted. We paffed through the fmall
village of Zundorf; and ftopt at that
of Realp, to get fome refrefhment, and
bait our horfes. From thence we foon
arrived at the extremity of the valley of
Urferen ; where we began afcending a
path fo narrow, fteep, and rugged, that
I could not forbear fufpetting we had
miffed our way, as it feemed almoft
impracticable for horfes : upon their
arrival however I mounted, being a lit-
tle fatigued with my walk from St.
Gothard to Realp. It was a fingle
path, up a fteep mountain, where an
horfe, with fome dexterity, could juft
put one leg before the other: and this
path fometimes lay upon the edge of a
precipice, very craggy ana {tony ; where,
if my fteed bad happened to {tumble,
we muft both mevitably have perithed.
But as I knew he had no more fancy
than myfelf to take a roll down the

precipice, I had nothing to do but to
truft
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truft entirely to his difcretion, fling the
bridle upon his mane, and let him pick
out his own road. Nor had I any rea-
fon to repent of my confidence: for,
in the bad and dangerous parts of the
roads, he never once tripped ; where
it was fmoother and f{afer indeed, he
knew he had a licence to be more care-
Iefs.

We came at length to a torrent, which
we pafled by means of a plank that was
thrown acrofs, after having got our
horfes over with fome difficulty : a little
way farther we arrived at another, deeper
and more violent than the former, over
which there was no bridge ; not the
leaft appearance of any track on the
other fide ; a confiderable diftance from
any habitation; and our guide unac-
quainted with the road. After fome
obfervation however we difcovered, that
the mountain had lately fallen down,
and had carried away the path; leaving

only a very faint narrow track, that was
broken



=175 ]

broken off on the fide of the precipice :
along which my companions{crambled as
well as they could upan their hands and
knees. While I was crofling on horfe-
back the torrent (which was filled with
fhattered fragments of rock) I heard a
{cream ; and turning round, faw one of our
fervants feized with a panic on the very
edge of the precipice, and vehemently ex-
claiming, that he could neither get back-
wards or forwards. Neverthelefs, with
fome affiftance, he got fafe over; de-
claring, at the fame time, that he would
take care never to put himfelf again in a
fimilar fituation. We now regained a
kind of path, but fo extremely difficult
and dangerous, that we thought it moft
prudent to difmount, and leave the
hories to make their way as well as they
could. With much difficulty, and af-
ter having croffed feveral large drifts of
ice and {now, the torrents at the fame
time rumbling under our feet; we
reached, by a very fleep afcent, the

6 fummit
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fummit of the valley. A number of
rugged and forked rocks, piled one above
another, have occafioned, it 1s faid,
this chain to be ealled the Mount
Furca. 'The country immediately around
us was more dreary and defolate than
any we had yet feen, not excepting
even the valley of St. Gothard; all vege-
tation feemed to have ceafed: lower
down, the mountains were covered
with herbage and fweet-fcented flowers;
near us, but higher, on the left, lay a
large body of ice, from which iffued a
torrent (probably one of the firft {fources
of the Rhone) rufthing towards the
Vallais. In a word, the feveral majeftic
objects that prefented themfelves to our
view, formed a fcene inconceivably afto-
nifhing and {ublime.

From hence we defcended, fcram-
bling down broken rocks and craggy
precipices for a confiderable way. By
this time I was fufficiently tired, to be
glad to fit down, and take fome refreth-

ment,
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ment, confifting of bread, cheefe, and
hard eggs ; the only provifion we could
procure at Realp. We were feated by
a ftream of clear water gliding along
the fide of the mountain ; which indeed
was fo exceedingly fteep, that our hum-
ble repaft would have rolled away from
us if it not had been well fupported.
In full view before us was the glacier of
the Furca ; animmenfe mafs of ice, ex-
tending in the form of an amphitheatre
between two rocks, more fthagged, if
poflible, than any of the neighbouring
mountains : it ftretches from their feet,
fills up the chafm between them, and
reaches almoft even with their fummits.
The {un fhone direttly upon it, and
made it ghften like chryftal ; while the
blue tints, that were occafionally dif~
perfed over the ice, appeared inexpref-
{ibly beautiful. The ice feemed to break
in {everal parts, as we heard fome loud
and deep cracks; the torrent of the
Rhone at the fame time roaring beneath.

That
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That river is chiefly formed by this gla-
cier: the fmall torrent, I mentioned
above, which burfts out from the up-
per body of ice, is joined by feveral
others ; then lofes itfelf under the vaft
arch of ice that forms the bottom of
the glacier of the Furca ; iffues from
thence confiderably augmented, and is
the great and principal fource from
whence this famous river takes its rife.
The range of mountains on which we
were fitting, were {pread over with
bruth-wood and herbage; and fome cat-
tle were feeding along the heighths:
a fine contraft to the ftenlity of the
oppofite chain; which appeared for fome
extent nothing but bare and rugged rock,
except where it was covered with ice
and frozen {now.

After we had finifhed our banquet, and
repofed ourfelves for a fhort time, con-
templating the fingularity of the fcene
before us; we defcended clofe to the
bottom of the glacier, where we ad-

mired
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mited the Rhone breaking forth with
violence from the bed of ice, near the tre-
mendous fragments of a fallen rock.
We now followed the courfe of that river,
and proceeded down a mountain fo ex-
ceedingly ftecp, that the feveral parts of
the road (which was there paved) winding
along its fides, were frequently parallel
to each other. The {cenery of the vale,
which we now entered, was of the fame
‘kind, but more fublime, if poffible,
than that of St. Gothard; the Rhone
foaming along with amazing rapidity,
as it falls 1n a continual cataraét at the
foot of fome irregular alps of an im-
meafurable heighth. Indeed this cataraét
1s the moft confiderable of any we have
yet feen, except that of Schaffhaufen.
We travelled through this vale above
two leagues, perpetually afcending or
defcending the rugged fides of rocks;
one moment clofe to the river, and
the next fome hundred yards above
1t. The grandeur of thefe fcenes con-

Vor_ I. N tinued
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tinued with infinite variety for a confi=
derable way ; and (which added greatly
to the magnificence and livelinefs of
the landfcape) I counted, in lefs than
a quarter of a mile, twenty torrents
at leaft, which we crofled. At firft
the rocks were either bare, or ftudded
here and there with fome ftraggling
pines; but as we advanced, they be-
came more and more cloathed with wood
and rich verdure: ftill no traces of any
habitation; and we had now gone at leaft
fifteen miles, from our firft quitting the
valley of Urferen, without having feen
even a fhed. I was here fo ftruck with
the beauty of the forefts through which
we pafled, and the luxuriance of the
pafture, that I could not help exprefling
my aftonifhment that I faw no appear-
ance of any habitation in thefe delightful
fpots. I had fcarce made the remark,
when four or five hamlets, fituated on
the other fide of the Rhone, upon a -
beautiful declivity, announced our ap-

i proach
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proach to the Vallais. Not long after-
wards, we unexpectedly came to anopen-
ing which gave us an extenfive view of
that rich and fertile country, with feveral
villages here and there difperfed. In this
very {pot fome peafant, either by a lucky
hit of mere chance, or the happy choice
of inftinétive tafte, has built his cottage.
Here we quitted the bad road, and de-
fcended into the Vallais.

We had propofed pafling the night
at Oberwald; and I was very glad to
arrive there, after the fatigues of the
day: but, upon enquiry, we found it
could fupply us with no refrethment.
The mafter of a little hovel, which was
called an inn, pointed to a large cheefe,
and told us That was all the provifion
he had; it was his bread, his fith, and
his meat. Meeting with no better re-
ception at Obergeftlen, we continued on
to Munfter; where we did not arrive
till late: here we found however an
excellent inn for this country, which

N 2 afforded
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afforded us {ome good bread, and even
fome meat; but what was far more
comfortable to me, a quiet room, and
a clean bed.

As we are going to quit this country
immediately, and propofe returning into
it by the Gemmi; I will defer giving
you any account of the government
until I fhall be better informed.

I am, &ec.

i D R B DL AL

Spital upon the Grimfel, Auguft 1t.

HE Vallaifans are remarkably
attached to theiwr liberty. Upon

our quitting Munfter, this morning,
we walked on, and joined company with
a peafant, with whom we had a long
converfation. The countryman afked
us how we liked the country; and,
pointing to the mountains, faid : ¢ Thefe
¢ are
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‘¢ are our bulwarks, and they are ftrong
¢ ones too; Conftantinople is not fo
“¢ {trongly fortified.” This upper part
of the Vallais, I fhould imagine, is
not much frequented by travellers, if
we may judge from the curiofity of
the people, who all came out to gaze
upon us; and when they difcovered
that we were Englifhmen, they obferved
us with ftill more attention. But what
particularly furprifed us was, that the
peafant above - mentioned, afked us,
¢ How our war with the Americans
¢ went on?” It feemed indeed fomewhat
extraordinary, that a common peafant
of the Vallais, thould know there was
fuch a place as Conftantinople; but it
was more {urprifing ftill, that he thould
ever have heard of the prefent conteft
between Great Britain and her American
Colonaes.

After returning about a league the
fame way we came yefterday, through
“this fertile and well-cultivated country;
N3 W
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we left the plain, and afcended the
Grimfel : one of thofe alps which feparate
the Vallais from the canton of Berne.
We were near four hours climbing up
a fteep and craggy road to the fummit ;
and we fhould have confidered the at-
tempt to gain it as fcarcely poflible to
fucceed, had we not been encouraged
by the experience of yefterday. We
croffed the feveral fhades of vegetation 3
in the valley, and the lower parts of the
mountain, corn and rich meadows ;
then forefts of larch and pine; next,
thort grafs, together with feveral {pecies
of herbs, that afford exquifite pafture
to the cattle; to thefe fucceeded the
various tribe of mofles; and then bare
rock and fnow. It would be curious
to conftruct, or at leaft to imagine, a
{cale of vegetation, according to the idea
of a French writer, whofe name I have
forgotten. It would appear from thence,
that excefiive cold and exceflive heat are
equally pernicious. The tops of thefe

high
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high mountains are barren, and pio-
duce no plants; and at certain heighths
nothing but moffes will vegetate: the
fame is obferved in climates where the
heat is intolerable; as no other vege-
table produions are feen in the burn-
ing fands of Africa. The moffées then,
which fupport the cold better than
other plants, would form the firft de-
gree of a {cale adjufted to determine
how far vegetation accords with thg
temperature of the atmofphere. The
fame family of plants, as 1t {fupports
alfo the heat much better than any
other, would occupy the laft dsgree in
the fcale above-mentioned. Thus the
two extremes touch one another fur-
prifingly.

From the top of the Grimfel we de-
fcended about two miles, and arrived
at a fmall plain or hollow in the midft
of the mountains ; containing one f{oli-
tary hovel: and from this hovel I am
now writing to you. It made fo bad
' ' N 4 an
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an appearance at firft fight, that we
concluded we fhould get nothing to
cat: we were, however, very agreeably
difappointed ; as we have found in this
defart {pot all the accommodations we
could wifh for, except beds; ‘and
thefe are the lefs neceflary, after the
found fleep we had laft night. Not to
mention excellent cheefe, butter, and
milk (our ordinary fare) we got fome
good wine, a fmall portion of kid, and
a boiled marmote, which we have juft
devoured ; although at another time we
fhould have revolted at the very idea.
The landlord is ftationed in this for-
lorn region by the canton of Berne,
and he refides in it about four months;
the roads being almoft impaflable the
remaining eight: his bufinefs is to re-
ceive all travellers; but upon condi-
tion, however, that they pay for their
accommodations. When he quits the
place, he leaves a certain quantity of
cheele, hard bread, falted provifion, and

fuel,
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fuel, in cafe any unfortunate wanderer
thould happen to come this way, when
the winter has fet in: and we obferved
long poles fixed on both fides of the
track, at {mall . diftances -from each
other, in order to point out the path to
paflengers, who may chance to pafs this
mountain, after the fnows have begun
to fall. Near the houfe, upon the top
of a {mall rock, our hoft has made a
kind of little garden, by bringing fome
earth from the neighbouring paftures :
and this {fmall bit of ground fupplies
him tolerably well with turnips, cab-
bages, and fome other vegetables; al-
though, on account of the heighth of
the circumjacent mountains, it does not
long enjoy the warmth of the fun.
- Numerous herds of goats are kept,
during the {ummer months, upon thefe
mountains : they are let out every
morning to feed upon the rich paf-
tures; and return every evening be-
fore fun-fet to be milked and houfed.
It
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It was a pleafing fight to obferve them
all marching homeward in the fame
herd ; and following one another down
the broken precipices, and along the
rugged fides of the rocks: their milk
is delicious.

This hovel (befides the ftore-houfes
for the cheefes, of which they make
here a large quantity, and of a moft
excellent fort) contains only a {mall
kitchen, and one room, in which we
are now. fitting. We occupy nearly
one fide of it; the other 1s taken up
by our fervants, the landlord and his
wife, and half a dozen honeft labourers ¢
the latter are eating their homely fupper,
with ‘all the relith that well-earned
hunger can give; and are enjoying a
{hort refpite from their toil, with that
noify mirth which charalterifes the
galety of this clafs of people.

The fources of the river Aar are in
thefe mountains. Near our hovel are
two lakes ; and farther on a larger

one:
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oneé: from each of thefe flow cafcades,
that fall into the Aar, which rolls down
in an impetuous torrent from the neigh-
bouring glaciers. I walked by the fide
of that river while dinner was getting
eady, fearching for chryftals; which
are very common in thefe parts: we
picked up pieces of divers colours, white,
black, yellow, and green. Not far from
hence are feveral very curious mines of
chryftal : I regretted much that I had
not time to vifit them. Thefe moun-
tains certainly abound alfo in rich
veins of gold, and other metals; a con=
fiderable quantity of gold-duft being
found in the bed of the Aar, and in
the various torrents, I can conceive
nothing more fatal to the interefts of
Swiflerland, nor more repugnant to the
liberties of the people, than to have
thefe mines of gold or filver traced and
operied. A fudden overflow of riches
would effettually change and corrupt
their manners: and it is an incontef-

table
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table truth, that the real power of a
country, not ambitious of making con-
quefts, 1s derived lefs from the wealth
than from the induftry of its fubjects;
the happinefs of a people, as well as of an
individual, confifting in being contented.

What a chaos of mountains are here
heaped upon one another! a dreary,
defolate, but fublime appearance: it
looks like the ruins and wreck of a

world.
I am, &c.

L:E T E:ER ;i XVs

Meyringen, Auguft 12.
Found the cold upon the Grimfel
more piercing than I had experi-
enced upon the top of St. Gothard ; and
laft night I {uffered fo mach from it, as
{carcely to fleep one minute. But then

circamftances were fomewhat different
in
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in the two lodgings: for at the Capu-
chin’s I had a comfortable bed ; where-
as laft night I lay in the hay-loft, and
could not get any covering: I declare
my blood has hardly yet recovered its
circulation. ‘Take notice, this is the
12th of Auguft. | |
We are now in the diftri¢t of Haili,
which makes a part of the canton
of Berne: it 1s enclofed on all fides
by the mountains Grimfel, Wetterhorn,
Shereckhorn, Brunig, &c. the higheft
alps of Swiflerland; and of thefe the
Shereckhorn is the moft elevated. We
paffed through an uninterrupted chain
of alps, following the courfe of the
Aar : all around us, for fome way, was
wild, and wuninhabitable. The whole
furface of what little vale there was
between the ranges of mountains, was
ftrewed thick with valt fragments of
rock ; while thofe, which ftill hung on
‘the fides of the mountains, feemed
threatning to tumble upon our heads ;
3 the
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the river, the whole way, thundering
along in a continual fall. This valley
exhibits the fame kind of {cenes we have
been long accuftomed to; except that
the Aar rufhes with more impetuous
rage even than the Rhone or the Reufs ;
and is frequently fo fwelled with the
torrents it receives in its courfe, as to
ravage all the adjacent country: we
faw many marks of thefe terrible de«
vaftations. We croffed it in {feveral
places ; in one of which the landfcape
was very much of the fame dreary
kind as that of the Devil's Bridge ¥,
Near the fmall village of Hundeck,
about three leagues from Spital, we
had a glimpfe, through the trees, of
the Aar falling from a confiderable
heighth. In order to gain a nearer view
of it, we climbed along the fides of a
rock, which happened very luckily to
be well covered with mofs, otherwife,
from its fteepnefs, it would not haye

* See page 160, ;
cen
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been practicable: I leaned againft a tree
that hung over the precipice, and faw
the river rufthing all at once as if
from a crevice of the rock, and then
fpreading into a kind of femicircular
expanfion in its defcent. It fell with
fury into a deep and narrow channel,
and then loft itfelf in the midft of the
foreft. The river was very full, and
its perpendicular fall, as far as I could
judge by the eye, might be about 150
feet. 'The f{cenery alfo was folemnly
majeftic ; the rocks on each fide rifing
perpendicularly, and totally bare, ex-
cept their tops, which were crowned
with pines.

Great part of this land of Hafli is
extremely fertile, and well wooded : we
traverfed in our way to Meyringen
large forefts of beech and pines, the Aar
roaring along the vale ; and the road,
which was as craggy and as rugged as
ufual, inceffantly afcending and defcend-
ing. We now pafled through feveral

{fmall
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{mall villages, which afforded us 2 pleaf-
ing fight, after the defolated country
we had fo lately been accuftomed to ;
and came into a beautiful little vale of
a moft lively verdure, and delightfully
planted. ~All here was calmnefs and
repofe: neither rapid river nor roaring
torrent to interrupt the unufual ftillnefs
and tranquillity of thefcene. This fhort
interval of filence, made us the more
{fenfibly affected by the turbulence of
the Aar and the loud clamour of the
cataracts. ' :
We have now {een the three greateft
rivers in Swifferland (the Rhine excepted)
iffuing from their refpetive fources ;
and have traced them in all their vio-
lence through a tract of country in
which Nature has exhibited fome of
the grandeft and moft auguft of her
works. But how impoflible have I found
it to convey to you an adequate idea of
thefe her majeftic, variegated,and aftonifh-
ing icencs! They mutft all of them upon
paper necellarily appear much the fame z
yet,



Fixen ]

yet, in fat, every river and cataract;
évery roek, mountain, and precipice, are
refpetively diftinguifhed from each other
by an infinite diverfity of modifications,
and by all the pofiible forms of beau-
ty, or magnificence; of fublimity, or
horror. But thefe difcriminating va-
riations, though too vifibly marked to
efcape even the leaft obferving eye, elude
every kind of reprefentation, and defy
the ftrongeft powers both of the pen
and the pencil. In a word, you muft
not judge of the beauties of this ro-
mantic country, from the faint {ketches
I have attempted to delineate: for,
upon the whole, they can no more con-
vey to you a complete and perfect idea
of thefe wonderful f{cenes, than if I
were to aim at giving you fome notion
of the pictures of Raphacl and Corregio,
by telling you, they are compofed of
paint and canvas.

Meyringen 1s a large neat village,
being the capital burgh of this land of

Vor. T, - 0 Halfli
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Hafli : a diftric¢t which enjoys confider-
_able privileges. There is no bailiff
appointed by the government of Berne
over any part of this territory, but the
people are governed by their own ma-

giftrates : the former, however, as well

as the latter, are obliged to take oaths
of fidelity to the fovercign council of
Berne. All the authority, which the
bailiffs in the other parts of this canton
enjoy, is pofiefled in a great meafure
by the Landamman ; with this referve
however, that he is fubject to the in-
fpeétion of the bailiff of Interlaken, ta
whom he delivers in his accounts. He
vefides here, and is appointed by the
fovereign council from among the 1n-
habitants: he continues in charge fix
years. - AUl the other magiftrates (ex-
cept the judge and the {ecretary) are
elected by the people, who affemble every
four years. Thefe privileges are the
more remarkable in an ariftocracy, hke
that of Berne, where the council of two

hundred

T
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hundred are in poffeffion of fovereign and
unlimited power. In this diftrict there
are about 6,000 men capable of bearing
arms, and about 20,000 fouls.

The inhabitants are a very fine race
of people: the men in general re-
markably {trong, lufty, and well made;
the women tall and handfome. The
latter have an elegant manner of wear-
ing their hair, which 1s commonly of
a beautiful colour: it 1s parted from
the top of the forehead, from thence
brought round and joined to the locks
behind ; which either hang down their
back in long trefles, braided with rib-
band, or are woven round the head in
a fimple plait. But the other part of
the drefs does not in the leaft correfpond
with this elegance; as their fhapes, na-
turally fine, are fpoiled by an abfurd
fafhion of wearing their petticoats fo
high, that they all appear as if they
were round-fhouldered and big-bellied.

Meyringen is fituated near the Aar,

0% in
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in a very romantic valley; furrounded
by meadows of a moft luxuriant ver-
dure, {prinkled with cottages, which are
occafionally feparated from each other
by huge intervening ftones and deep
channels, the remaining effects of {torms
and torrents. Clofe to the village, the
Alp-bach, a torrent fo called, falls from
the mountain Hou{li, in two beautiful
perpendicular cafcades, but with {o
much violence, and in fo large a body
of water, as to caufe frequent inunda-
tions : indeed the burgh itfelf has been
in danger of being overwhelmed and
deftroyed by its repeated ravages; againft
which, however, it is now protected, by
a wall of a confiderable heighth and fo-
lidity. Near this torrent is another fall
of water, that glides gently down the
bare rock, which is thére more floping;
and, farther on, a third gliftened as it
defcended through a hanging grove of
pines, that feather the fides of the moun-
tamn.

The



[ w97 ]

The following is the ordinary pricc.
of provifions throughout the moun-
tainous parts of Swifferland : I have
reduced the price to the value of our

money. i
Butcher’s meat, per pound = .0 25
Bread - Sl i I = O
Butter - o O - oHT o T £
Cheefe - as P SR R
Salt - =18 L) = OYIE
Milk, per quart - R e i
Wortt wine, per D° - S Oy
Pays de Vaud wine - Al

By this you will perceive, that, in pro-
portion, bread is much dearer than the
other articles; and the reafon is obvious:
for, all thefe mountainous parts confift
almoft entirely of pafturages, and pro-
duce little corn. The peafants of Swif-
ferland (I mean thofe who inhabit the
mountainous diftriéts) live chiefly upon
milk, and what refults from it, together
with potatoes, which are here much

O 3 cultivated,
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cultivated. According to the price of
provifions in England, the above lift
will appear exceedingly cheap: but then
it ought at the fame time to be confi-
dered, that money is very fcarce in thefe
parts. Nor indeed is it fo much ne-
ceffary in a country, where there is no
luxury ; where all the peafantry have,
within themiclves, more than fufficient
for their own confumption; and are
tolerably well provided with every ne-
effary of life from their own little
demefnes. I had, to-day, a long con-
ver{ation with one of the lads, who came
with us from Altdorf, and takes care
of the horfes. He lives upon the moun-
tains of Uri; and, as their winter lafts
near eight months of the year, during
fome part of which time there can be
little communication between the feveral
cottages, every family 1s of courfe obliged
to lay in their provifion for the whole
winter. His own, it feems, confifts of
{even perfons, and is provided with the

following
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following ftores: feven cheefes, each
weighing twenty-five pounds ; an hun-
dred and eight pounds of hard bread,
twenty-five bafkets of potatoes, cach
weighing about forty pounds ; {even
goats, and three cows, one of which
they kill. The cows and horfes (if they
keep any) are fed with hay, and the
goats with the boughs of firs; which,
in a fcarcity of hay, they give alfo to
their other cattle. During this dreary
{eafon the family are employed 1in mak«
ing linen, fhirts, &c. fufficient for their
own ufe : and, for this purpofe, a {fmall
‘patch of the little piece of ground be-
longing to every cottage, i1s generally
fown with flax. The cultivation of the
latter has been much attended to, and
with increafing {uccefs, in thefe moun-
- tainous parts of Swiflerland.

The houfes (as I obferved to you be-
fore, in my letters relating to Appenzel
and Glaris) are generally built of wood ;
and 1t was a natural remark of one of

O 4 our
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our fervants, as we pafled through fuch
a continued chain of rocks; that as
there was ftone enough to build all the
cottages in the country, it was wonder-
ful they fhould ufe nothing but wood
for that purpofe: a remark that has
been made by many travellers. But it
fhould feem, that thefe wooden houfes
are much fooner conftructed, and are
eafily repaired ; that they are built in fo
folid and compact a manner (the rooms
fmall, and the ceilings low) as to be
fufficiently warm even for fo cold a cli-
mate. ‘The chief objection to them
arifes from the danger of fire; as the
flames muft rage with great rapidity,
and communicate eafily from one to the
other. This inconvenience, however, is
in a great meafure obviated by the me-
thod of building their cottages apart ;
all their villages confifting of detached
and fcattered hamlets. This obferva-
tion, however, does not hold with re-
fpect to fome of their largeft burghs:

and
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and thefe muft confequently be expofed
to the ravages of this moft dreadful of
all calamities,

I am, &c.

Pl CP T R SR A,

Grindelwald, Auguit 13,

E left Meyringen this morning,
crofled the Aar, and mounted
the Scheideck through a beautiful foreft
of beech, poplars, mountain-ath, and
pines : in our way we pafled by the
Reichenbach, a torrent celebrated for the
beauty and impetuofity of its fall: it
glides for fome way down the fides of
the mountain ; then rufhes perpendicu-
larly into a deep gulph, it has fcooped
for itfelf in a quarry of black marble;
and from thence, after forming in its
courfe {everal fmaller cafcades, flows into
the Aar, |

After
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After afcending about three hours,
we refrefhed ourfelves and our horfes
in a delightful vale ftrewed with ham-
lets ; a floping hill, adorned with varie-
gated verdure, on one fide ; vaft 1mpr::nd-
ing rocks lifting their heads into the
clouds, on the other; and a beautiful
pyramidical mountain covered with fnow,
rifing before us. As we were taking
our repaft, we were fuddenly ftartled
by a noife, like the found of thunder ;
we foon found that it was occafioned
by the falling of a large body of {now
from the top of the mountam, which, in
its precipitate defcent had very much
the appearance of a torrent of water re-
duced almoft into fpray. Thefe /-
vanges (as they are called) are fometimes
attended with the moft fatal confe-
quences : for, when they confift of
enormous mafles, they deftroy every
thing in their courfe; and there have
been inftances of their overwhelming
even a whole village. The one we faw

was
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was very trifling ; but it was {ufficient
however to give us fome idea of thofe,
which are more confiderable. The beft
prefervative againft the effeCts of thefe
lavanges being the forefts, with which the
alps of Swiflerland fo remarkably a-
bound ; there is {carce a village, if fitu-
ated at the foot of a mountain, but
what is theltered by one of them: and
the inhabitants preferve them with pe-
culiar reverence, as their common pro-
tetor. . Thus, what conftitutes one of
the principal beauties of the country,
affords alfo the greateft fecurity to the
people. _

The defcent from hence to Grindel-
wald was long and tedious : that village,
confifting of a number of cottages,
{cattered over the plain and upon the
rifing hills, exhibits a fcene wonderfully
agrecable and picturefque, heightened
at the fame time by a view of the gla-
cier. 'The latter, ftretching from the
fummit of the mountain to the extre-
: mity
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mity of the plain in a regular curve,
is beautifully fkirted with wood ; and
within a few paces of it, on each fide,
are fields of oats, barley, and rich mea-
dows—Dbut I am going to anticipate the
defcription I purpofe to give you upon a
nearer view ; and fo good night.

Auguft 14.

Dare I confefs to you, that I am
fomewhat difappointed, and that a
nearer view of the glacier has not
{ufficiently compenfated for the fatigue
and trouble of the expedition ? But I
have promifed to write from my own
feelings, and not to fend you an ac-
count taken from the exaggerated de-
{criptions of others.—We fallied out
this morning full of impatience and
expedtation ; and arrived at the bottom
of the glacier, forming a vaft majeftic
arch of ice; from whence iffued a moft
loud torrent of fnow-water juft melted.
This glacier is compofed of an infinite
number -
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number of pyramids rifing from the
bed of ice, which are more elevated
towards the plain; being from about
40 to 6o feet high, and fhortening as
you afcend, until they terminate in a
broad furface broken into deep and wide
clefts. We were above two hours in
mounting a very difficult path at the
edge of the frozen region, occafionally
pafling over. the fteep and craggy parts
of rock almoft perpendicular, along the
very fides of the precipice : the danger
of which makes me fhudder even now.
This glacier, as we were informed,
joins to a very extenfive valley of ice,
about 12 leagues in length, and fituat-
ed between two chains of elevated alps.
After having afcended thus far, we
were ftopped by almoft impaffable moun-
tains and a rifing hill of ice; our guide
(who by the way was very ftupid, and
did not feem to underftand his profef-
fion) afluring us at the {fame time, that
it was impoffible to proceed any farther.
Of
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Of this we were by no means convinc-
ed ; but not having any corrdutor with
us who could lead us the way, and not
daring to explore thefe unknown re-
gions by ourfelves, we defcended with
heavy hearts ; much chagrined, that
what we had feen (though certainly a
very curious and fublime fight) did not
come up to what we had been taught to
expect: and yet every one here, as well
as our guide, aflures us, that no travel-
lers have penetrated farther. One rea-
fon, I believe, why this glacier is more
particularly fpoken of than others, is,
that a very good view may be had of it
without the trouble of afcending. In
that part between the mountains, now
occupied by this glacier, there was for-
merly a road which communicated with

the Vallais, but is at prefent impaflable ;

and we were fhewn a {pot, now covered

with ice, where fome years ago there
ftood a fmall chapel.

What peculiarly diftinguithes the
5 glacier

S .
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- glacier I have been mentioning from
that of the Furca, is, that the latter hies -
amidt barren and craggy rocks, in a
moft defolate, dreary, and uninhabited
country ; whereas this joins to a very
- fertile plain, and borders upon cultiva-
tion : in other refpets the Furca, con-
fidered independently of its fituation,
was a more ftriking object. Not far
from this glacier, pines, willows, afh,
and oaks, grow and come to perfection :
potatoes alfo, together with beans, beet-
root, and turnips are here produced ;
and near the borders of the ice I gather-
ed fome ftrawberries and wild cherries,
and obferved hazel - nuts, barberries,
and mulberry trees. - The valley of
Grindelwald 1s extremely fertile; it pro-
duces barley, rye, hay, hemp, and fruit-
trees in great abundance : above 2,000
head of large cattle, and near 3,000 of
fmall are here fed.

It has frequently been obferved, that
on confiderable elevations, and more

particularly
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particulariy upon the glaciers, one finds
a difficulty of breathing: a circumftance
which has been imputed to the rare-
faCtion of the air. This however was
fo far from being confirmed by our own
experience, that I can venture to dény
the fact. For in all our expeditions
upon the Swifs alps, as well as in this
of to-day upon the glacier, neither I
nor any of the company ever felt the
leaft difficulty of breathing; but on the
contrary feemed to enjoy a more eafy
refpiration : we all appeared more free
in our motions, more light, and not in
the leaft fenfible of any inconvenience,
except what arofe from the piercing
cold. Indeed in mounting the fides of
a fteep and craggy rock, the fatigue 1s
{fo great that one is foon exhaufted, and
obliged to ftop occafionally in order to
take breath : but this is only the effect
of violent exertion; and fo far from
being caufed by the elevation, that we
found the higher we afcended, the more

we
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we became refrethed. Itiscertain, that
were this pretended difficulty of refpira-
tion produced by any fubtlety of the
air ; that caufe would at leaft aét uni-
formly, and occafion the fame effeéts
on all confiderable heighths. But as
we did not experience thefe effeCts; we
may fairly conclude it to be an error ad-
vanced haftily by {fome travellers, and
adopted by others who had never been

out of the plain.
I am, &c.

STCE L. T E R XWIT

Lauterbrunnen, Auguft 13.

HE road from Grindelwald to this

place 1s fingularly good, and we

met, what to us 1s become a remarkable
object, a cart in our way; as we have not'
feen any thing .that moves upon wheels:
fince we left Lucerne. The country was
Vor. I. B moft
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moft fupremely delightful : beautiful
hanging woods, immenfe rocks, deep
precipices, and violent torrents. But
I fuppofe you are by this time as much
accuftomed to rocks, precipices, and
torrents, as the readers of Iingal to
blue mifts and hollow winds.

This vale of Lauterbrunnen, is in-
clofed between two chains of high per-
pendicular alps ; the highelt of which,
is called the Yungfrau-horn, or the Vir-
gin’s horn. The etymology ufually
given of this word, is, that it takes its
name of wirgin, from its top being in-
acceflible : but this circumfitance 1s by
no means peculiar to this particular
mountain ; and I much fufpet that its
appellation is derived from very high
antiquity. For, it is a well-known fact,
that mountains and promontories pre-
ferve their original names, while towns,
and even tracts of country, frequently
change theirs with new inhabitants. It
is therefore from the former, as well

as
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as from the latter, that the antiquarian -
fhould endeavour to trace the antiquity
of any country. It muft however be
confefled, that if thefe etymologies are
not in fome meafure corroborated by
collateral hiftorical evidence, they are
generally vague and uncertain ; more
calculated to difplay the ingenuity of the
etymologift, than to throw any fatis-
factory light upon his refearches. In
thort, it is only when hiftory and ety-
mology go hand in hand, that they ferve
to ftrengthen and fupport each other.
It is thus that my very learned and
worthy friend Mr. Bryant, in his late
admirable performance, has rendered
his etymological enquiries fubfervient
to, and corroborated by, hiftory; and
with fo much clearnefs, as to carry the -
fulleft conviction to his reader. Were he
now with me, I am perfuaded he would .
give me a much better etymology of the
names of the Swifs mountains, than
thofe which I have hitherto met with :

P2 fuch
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fuch as the Fung frau-bhorn above-men-
tioned ; or that of the Gemmi, which is
generally deduced from Gemo, to groan,
becaufe from 1its fteepnefs the travel-
ler groans as he afcends; or from
Gemini, becaufe there are two rocks in
that- chain of mountains, which refem-
ble each other. Whereas it is more
probable, that the mountain in quef-
tion was thus called, long before the
exiftence of the Latin language.

We are now lodged at the houfe of
the clergyman of Lauterbrunnen; a
little village, or rather collection of cot-
tages {prinkled, like thofe of Grindel-
wald, about the valley and accefiible
parts of the hills. Near the houfe, is
the celebrated fall of the Staubbach,
which I am juft returned from viewing.
This torrent precipitates perpendicu-
larly from a confiderable heighth, and
refolves itfelf into fine fpray: the great-
eft part of it falls clear of the over-
hanging mountain, during its whole

defcent ;
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defcent; but the remainder dafhes a-
bout half way againft a projection from
the rock, and flies off with inconceiv-
able violence. The clergyman meafur-
ed, a fthort time ago, the perpendicular
heighth of this fall, and found it g30
feet. ‘The fun thining full upon it,
formed towards the bottom of the fall
a miniature rainbow extremely bright :
while I ftood at fome diftance, the rain-
bow aflumed a femicircular figure ; as
I approached, the extreme points gra-
dually coincided, and formed a com-
plete circle of the moft lively and brilhant
colours. In order to have a ftill finer
view, I ventured nearer and nearer ; the
circle at the fame time becoming {maller
and {fmaller; and as I ftood quite under
the fall, it fuddenly difappeared. When
I looked up to the torrent, in this fitua-
tion, 1t refembled a cloud of duft: and
from this circumitance indeed it takes
its name ; Staubbach fignifying, in the
German language, a fpring of dutft.

53 I paid
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I paid for my curiofity, by getting wet
to the fkin; but then I had the fn-
gular {atisfaction, at the fame time, of
feeing a rammbow in miniature : nao
uncommon phanomenon, you know,
as it may be obferved in any cafcade,
upon which the fun fhines direétly in
a certain pofition. In the prefent in-
ftance, however, it was fome confola-
tion to me, under my dripping circume
ftances, that the obje&t happened to
be peculiarly ftriking. We are this in-
{tant going to fet out for the Lauter-
brunnen glaciers,
ﬂuguﬂ: 16,

We rode yefterday morning to the
extremity of the vale, in which there
are fome points of view as fine as any
I have yet feen in Swifferland. In our
way we had a glimpfe of a fuperior
fall of the Staubbach, divided into two
{ftreams ; which, afterwards uniting,
form the fecond perpendicular cafcade
jult mentioned. In this valley there

are
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are feveral fountains of the cleareft
water, that guth from the carth, and
numberlefs torrents which precipitate
themfelves from the mountains; two
in particular which fall from a greater
heighth than even the Staubbach, but
as their defcent 1s not fo dire&, they
are lefs beautiful.

The afcent to thefe glaciers is not
altogether {fo dangerous as that at Grin-
delwald ; though upon the whole, 1t 1s
more fteep and more fatiguing. After
mounting above three hours, we ar-
rived at a fmall hut, which in fum-
mer is inhabited by herdfmen, who
make there moft excellent cheefes, and
have numerous herds of cows, goats,
and fwine. Here we feafted upon cold
chamois, which our hoft had pro-
vided for us, not to mention a de-
licious defert of admirable cream and
cheefe. From hence we afcended fhll
farther, with confiderable difficulty, un-
til we were furrounded by mountains,

P 4 which
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which we were told were abfolutely im-
paffable. 'We wifhed to proceed; but
our hoft affured us, we had but juft
time to return before night; and that
no ftrangers, except four of our country-
men, had ever gone fo far. Here then
we fat down clofe to the ice, and en-
joyed a fine view of the glacier and
mountains before us,

One of thefe mountains, the Grgfi-
horn, 1s pyramidical, and covered with
frozen fnow ; another, the Breit-born,
15 conical, of a ftupendous heighth, and
crowned with an enormous mafs of pure
tranfparent ice, from which the reflec-
- tion of the fun's beams was 1nexpref-
fibly beautiful. The hollows between
thefe mountains were filled with a large
body of ice, broken into the greateft
varicty of fhapes imaginable : and feve-
ral torrents (of which the Schmadi-
brunnen is the moft confiderable) burft-
ing from the fnow, and uniting in their
courfe, form the Gletcher ; a river which

9 flows
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flows through the vale of Lauterbrun-
nen, receives the Staubbach, and falls
into the Aar,

‘The whole fcenery was exceedingly
magnificent ; and exhibited a moft cu-
rious and fingular picture, efpecially to
one not accuftomed to fee ice and fhow
in the midft of f{ummer, bordering
upon verdant groves and rich meadows.
But yet the ideas we had conceived of
this wonderful landfcape, from the ex-
aggerated defcriptions of others, have not
been f{ufficiently anfwered ; nor was it
much worth the trouble of .climbing
fo far, as we had almoft as perfect a
view of the glacier from the hut above-
mentioned. Every thing in Swifler-
land has more than gratified our ex-
pectations, except the glaciers; and yet
thefe are certainly the moft fublime and
the moft interefting natural phznomena
in the whole country. The truth is, from
the accounts we had heard and read of
them, our imaginations had been raifed

toa
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too high: and we were led to fuppofe,
that what we had feen in the Furca
was much inferior in extent or magni-
tude, to what we fhould fee in thefe
parts ; whereas in fat the latter was
in all refpects equal to whatever of the
fame kind we have fince vifited. I am
apt, however, to believe, that our dif=
appointment, in fome meafure, arofe
from the ignorance of our guides: and
indeed I have no doubt, if it had been
our good fortune to have been better
conducted, we might, with fome per-
{everance, have penetrated farther into
the upper regions of thefe mountains ;
and have found our moft fanguine ex-
pectations in no refpect difappointed.
The higher and more 1naccefiible
parts of thefe alps, are inhabited by the
bouquetin and the chamors ; whofe activity
in {couring along the fteep and craggy
rocks, and in leaping over the precipices,
is by all accounts {carcely congceivable.

The
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The blood of both thefe animals is of
fo hot a nature, that the inhabitants
~ of thefe mountains, who are all of them
fubject to pleurifies, take a few drops
of it, mixed with water, as a remedy
for that diforder. The flefh of the
chamois is much efteemed here; and
to us it appeared delicious, feafoned as
it was with hunger.,

Thefe mountains are covered to a
confiderable heighth with a rich and de-
lightful verdure; and we faw upon
their tops, at fome diftance, feveral
little villages, the accefs to which muft
have been almoft as difficult as to thefe
glaciers,

Upon our return from our expedi-
tion, our hoft feafted us with a moft
cxcellent {fupper : among other articles,
there was the beft ham I ever tafted.
The {wine in thefe parts are uncom-
monly fat; in fummer they feed en-
tirely upon the grafs and wild herbs
they find on the mountains, and never

tafte any mulk,
The
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The clergyman and his wife, with
whom we are lodged, are very fingular
characters: both of them immoderate
talkers, but each ftrongly marked with
good-nature and benevolence ; and {o
very defirous to oblige, and to furnifh
us with every poflible convenience, that
their civility is abfolutely embarraffing.
Indeed we were much concerned upon
being informed, that the good woman,
who 1s big with child, had fat up all
night to make bread and cakes, and
to prepare fome other provifion to carry
with us in our excurfion to the gla-
cier : and, what was fhill more diftrefi-
ing, fhe would wait upon us at fupper,
notwithftanding all our entreaties to
the contrary. This good couple have
{everal children ; and their circumftances
cannot be very eafy, as the livings in
the canton of Berne are extremely mo-
derate ; and this 1s not one of the
beft. From this confideration, thofe
travellers who are lodged in their

houfe,
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houfe, always make them a handfome
prefent, as a recompence for the trouble
they have been the occafion of giving
them.

I am now going to take a laft look
at the Staubbach, before I bid farewell
to our honeft hofts, and the vale of

Lauterbrunnen. |
I am, &ec.

PAE TP BARCGTRNTH,

Baths of Leuk, Auguft 18.
- HEN we were upon the Lau-
terbrunnen glaciers, we were
within three leagues of this place ; but
the mountains being, as we were in-
formed, impaflable, we were obliged to
make a circuit of forty miles: I have
no objection, however, to thefe round-
about ways, as by that means we haye
an opportunity of feeing more of the fub-
lime fcenery of this wonderful country.

We
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We had quitted the Aar at Mey-
ringen, and now joined it again about
two leagues from Lauterbrunnen, flow-
ing through a fertile plain, which les
between the two lakes of Brientz and
Thun, and iffuing from the former.
We followed its courfe until it entered
the lake of Thun, fo called from a
town of that name, fituated upon its
north-weftern extremity. This lake 1s
about four leagues long and one broad ;
and, if we may judge from the fteep-
nefs of the mountains with which it 1s
bounded, muft be very deep: the bor-
ders are richly variegated ; and prefent
feveral fine points of view, greatly
heightened by fome pyramidical rocks
rifing boldly from the edge of the water.
We coafted this lake, through a de-
lightful country, to the {mall village
of Leifingen ; mounted up to another
called Afchi, from whence we looked
down upon the whole lake of Thun,
and part of the lake of Brientz, at a

{mall
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fmall diftance : then entered the rich
vale of Frutigen, parallel to that of
Lauterbrunnen, and enjoyed, for a con-
fiderable way, a profpeét of thofe gla-
ciers we had vifited the day before.
This vale ends at the town of Fru-
tigen : from thence commences that of
Kander, with a river of the fame name
running through it towards the lake
of Thun, and bounded by an exceed-
ing high mountain called Kanderfteg.
In all thefe vales, the rudenefs and
heighth of the mountains, which almoft
fhut in upon them, contrafted with the
beauty and fruitfulnefs of the plains,
which are always watered by fome
lively torrent, form a thoufand pic-
turefque {cenes, ever changing, and im-
poflible to be defcribed : and they are
full farther embellithed by the number
of ruined caftles perched upon points
feemingly inacceffible.
The road continued good as far as
the fmall village of Kanderfteg; and
from
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from thence delicate travellers, who
do not chufe to mount a rugged
afcent, either on foot or on horfe-
back, are carried mm a kind of
arm-chair placed by means of poles
upon men’s fhoulders. We proceeded,
however, on horfeback, having before
rode up fteeper and more difficult paths.
After having afcended above two hours,
we came to a fingle houfe, not far from
the top of the mountain, where we got
fome refrethment: here we faw no-
thing but immenfe rocks piled upon one
another, with no appearance of vege-
tation ; and the weather was exceed-
ingly cold. We then pafled over a
large drift of {now, and came to a
lake called the Dauben See, about a
league in circumference, fupplied by a
confiderable torrent from a neighbour-
ing glacier. This lake has no vifible
outlet ; but it evidently finds a pal-
fage under ground into the Fallais,
about fix leagues off, as that current

ceafes to flow when the lake is frozen.
This
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This chain of mountains, which fes
parates the canton of Berne from the
Vallais, is called the Gemmi: from the
pomt of which, over-looking and al-
moft over-hanging the Vallais, we had
at once a moft extenfive profpet of
that country, and of the Savoy gla-
ciers ; but what principally attracted
our admiration, was the Mot Blane,
rifing above the reft in the moft ftately
and majeftic form. It is a conical
mountain, of ftupendous heighth ; and
feemed to have a glittering crown of
pure ice upon its fammit. The moun-
tain which we defcended, is in many
places almoft abfolutely perpendicular ;
and yet a horfe-road has been cut out
of the hard rock down this very for-
midable defcent. This road was begun
In 1736, and finithed in 1741, at the
joint expence of the Vallais, and the
canton of Berne: an aftonifhing work !
and proves that nothing is impracti-
cable to human induftry. More than a

Wor. 1. Q- league
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league of the hard rock has been blown
up with gunpowder, and a way formed
which feems dangerous to thofe who
are unufed to mountainous countries,
or whofe heads are apt to turn giddy.
It is about nine feet broad, and quite
hangs over the precipice : in fome parts,
for, a confiderable fpace, it is a hollow
way, open only at one fide, the rock
above projecting over it, of the fame
breadth, and in the fame direfion.
The appearance 1s peculiarly fingular :
for as the road winds continually, the
fcene alfo continually changes; {o that
one moment we commanded an exten-
five view, and the next were totally
inclofed with barren rock. From the
beginning of the fteep defcent we all
difmounted, and the horfes were left
to themfelves : 1t was fomewhat curious
to fee them picking out their way,
and frequently venturing to the very
edge of the precipice to crop a ftrag-
gling blade of grafs,
| - The



[ 227 ]

The defcent from the top to the plain,
1s about two leagues; when you are
arrived at the bottom, and look up,
you cannot fee the fmalleft traces of a
road ; fo that a ftranger would hardly
believe it poffible that there really is
one, until convinced by his own ex-
perience.

This place is famous for its hot me-
dicinal {prings; and accordingly is much
frequented by invalids of various kinds
during this feafon of the year: the pa-
tients either bathe or drink the waters.
As faras I can judge from the accounts
which I have received concerning their
warmth, their analyfis, the method of
ufing them, and their efficacy in curing
“the gout, rheumatifm, obftruétions,
cutaneous diforders, &c.; they feem
nearly to refemble thofe of Bath, There
-are feveral {prings, of different warmth
and of different qualities : according to
the moft accurate experiments, the Mer-
~cury in Reaumur’s thermometer frands

Q.2 at
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at 42 degrees, when plunged into
the warmeft fource: and it is fome-
what remarkable, that a ftream of cold
water iffues from the ground within a
few yards of this laft-mentioned fpring.
The accommodations for the company
are very bad: each perfon having for
his own ufe a fmall apartment not more
than a few feet fquare ; in which there
1s juft room for a bed, a table, and two
chairs. The public dining-room is, as
you may fuppofe, upon rather a larger
{cale, asis alfo a kind of affembly-room,
where the company, who are very focia-
ble, meet occafionally. Formerly the
accommodations were tolerably good ;
but unfortunately, in 1719, a /svange
fellwith fuch impetuofity from one of the
neighbouring glaciers upon the village,
as to overwhelm the greateft part of
the houfes and the baths, and to deftroy
a confiderable number of the inhabitants.
Thecompany here, confifting of a large
¢olleCtion of perfons from different
quarters
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quarters of Swiflerland, are exceedingly
affable and obliging : infomuch that
{feveral of them have invited us to their
refpective houfes at Berne, Neuchatel,
&c. ; and this invitation was made with
all that opennefs and unaffected frank-.
nels fo peculiarly characeriftic of the
Swifs. Accordingly we propofe profit-
ing of their huﬁﬁtable_ offers, fully per-
fuaded, that by fo doing, we fhall give
them an unfeigned pleafure: and in-
deed it is not difficult to diftinguith an
unmeaning invitation of mere formal
civility, from one which is tendered
with a real defire of being accepted. We
dined this morning at eleven ; the bell
for fupper is now ringing, and it is
fcarce feven. Thefe are primitive hours :
but we have travelling appetites ; and,
provided we can but meet with refrefh-
ment, it matters little at what hour,
or in what place.

You are now probably drinking tea
in your withdrawing-room, from whence

Q3 you
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you are enjoying that beautiful profpect
1 have {o often admired. The fituation
of this fpot 1s far more romantic than
that of Bath, and the waters perhaps
are full as cfficacious: yet this village
contains only a few miferable houfes,
while Bath is one of the fineft towns in
Europe. I had a converfation to-day
upon this topic, among others, with a
very ingenious and well-informed gen-
| tleman of this country. I obferved to
him, that, confidering the great credit
and efficacy of thefe waters, I could not
forbear wondering that the chiefs of
the republic had not thought the im-
provement of the accommodations an
object worthy of their attention ; as the
rendering them more convenient for the
reception of invalids, would undoubtedly
be the means of drawing hither a great

number of ftrangers ; and confequently

could not fail of being highly beneficial
to the country. He affured me, it had
more than once been in their contem-

plation :
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plation : but that there were {fome per~
fons of great credit and authority, who
oppofed it, upon a principle fimilar to
the policy of Lycurgus ; as they thought
that a concourfe of firangers would
only ferve to introduce luxury among
the inhabitants, and infenfibly deftroy
that fimplicity of manners, for which
the Pallaifans are {o remarkably diftin-
guifhed.

How far the ignorance of a people
contributes to their true felicity ? or
how far a fimplicity of manners may be
corrupted by natiomal improvement ? are
queftions, which have been much agi-
tated; and will never be decided, fo
long as it fhall be held juft reafoning
to argue from the abufe to the ufe. But
I fthould think, it will readily be al-
lowed, that fuperftition is ever the com=
panion of ignorance ; and that a peo-
ple who are both ignorant and fuper-
ftitious, muft neceffarily be benefited
by an intercourfe with nations more

Q 4 improved
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improved apd enlightened than them-
{elves.

Not far from hence, a communica-
tion has been made between this place
and the village of Alpen, down a fteep
rock. Where the mountain inclines
ever fo little towards a flope, a foot-
path has been cut; but in thofe parts
where the rock 1s directly perpendicular,
ladders are placed, not unlike thofe by
which one goes down into mines; and
upon thefe the peafants afcend and de-
fcend with heavy burdens upon their
thoulders. I mention fuch circum-
ftances as thefe, not as being objelts in
themfelves fo remarkable, perhaps, as
they are reprefented by fome travellers ;
but as they will give you a ftronger idea
of the extreme ruggednefs and fingula-
rity of the country.

I am, &c,

LETTER
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Sion, Auguft 1g.

BEGIN now to feel myfelf much

lefs conftrained in converfation than
I have lately been ; as the people in this
part of the Vallais all talk a kind of
French patois: for, this town being
nearly the point, where the German
patols terminates, and where the French
begins; the inhabitants confequently
{fpeak both languages. Nothing is more
curious or interefting to thofe, who have
entered into inquiries of this nature,
than to obferve the gradations of lan-
guage: but as I own my ignorance in
this branch of literature, 1 can only
mention the fimple fact.

We fet out this morning at five, and
came down a very fteep valley to Leuk,
a {mall town built upon an eminence
pear the Rhone : that river is here very

' rapid ;
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rapid; and, if we may judge by the
breadth of its channel, often overflows
its banks. We croffed 1t at this place,
and continued for fome way through a
foreft of firs, till we again paffed the
river to Sider: from thence along its
banks to Sion, the capital of this dizam,
and of the whole Vallais. This tract
of country, called the Vallais, ftretches
from eaft to weft about an hundred
miles ; and is divided into the upper and
lower Vallais. 'The former reaches from
the eaftern extremity to the river Morge,
below Sion; and the latter from that
river to St. Gingol, fituated upon the
lake of Geneva: the whole containing
about 100,000 fouls, all Catholics.
The upper diftrict 1s fovereign of the
lower, and is divided into feven inde-
pendent dizains, or commonwealths;
fix * of which are democratical, and that
of Sion ariftocratical. 'The bifhop of

* The names of thefe fix dizains are, Coms,

Brieg, Raren, Vifp, Leuk, and Sider, g
Sion
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Sion was formerly abfolute fovereign
over the greateft part of the Vallais: at
prefent his authority is extremely li-
mited, and he is little more than a kind
of nominal prince. However, all the
public acts are iffued out in his name;
he has the power of pardoning crimi-
nals ; and the money is coined in his
name, and with the arms of the re-
public. He 1s ftyled prince of the Ger-
man empire, and count or prafect of
the Vallais.

Thefevendizains orcommunitiesabove-
mentioned, form, conjointly with the bi-
fhop, one republic; and all the general
affairs are regulated in an affembly called
Landfrath,orcouncilofthecountry,which
meetstwice every yearat Sion. This aflem-
bly confifts of nine voices ; namely, the
bithop, who has but one vote, the lands-
hauptmann, or chief of the republic, and
each of the feven communities : and all
their refolutions are decided by the ma-
jority. In this aflembly the bifhop pre-

| fides,



[ 236 ]

fides, and the lands-hauptmann colleéts
the votes. 'The latter 1s chofen or con-
firmed by this aflembly every two years :
and, upon the death of the bifhop, the
chapter of Sion choofe four candidates
from their own body, and out of thefe
the aflembly nominates. Each dizain,
although 1t has but one vote, {ends to
this diet as many deputies as it pleafes;
they generally confift of four ;—a judge,
a banneret, a captain, and a lieutenant,
The judge and the lieutenant are ap-
pointed every two years; the two others
are for Iife. The democratical dizains
are exceedingly jealous of their liberties,
and very vigilant to prevent the deputies
from gaining too great an influence.
Accordingly, in each commonwealth,
before the meeting of the diet, a ge-
neral affembly of the peopleis fummoned,

in which every one of the age of four-

tcen has a vote: and inftrutions con-
cerning all affairs of importance are by
them given to their {everal deputies,

which

Cola,
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which the latter are obliged fritly
to follow. By thefe means, the feveral
votes in the general diet, do not depend
upon the caprice or inclination of the
deputies when affembled ; but the mat-
ter is firft laid before the particular af-
femblies of each commonwealth, and
according to their decifion the judge
delivers in the vote.

In all caufes of a certain importance,
an appeal lies to this aflembly in the
laft refort, from the inferior courts of
juftice in the feveral dizains, as well as
from thofe of thebifthop, and of the lands-
hauptmann, Thus, by the inftitution
of this fupreme council, all the feveral
communities in this country are firmly
united, and form in conjunéion one
body politic, or republic, for the gene-
ral affairs of the nation at large. In
other cafes, each of the commonwealths
is governed by its own particular laws
and cuftoms: and the conftitution of
the fix popular ones refembles in a great

meafure
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meafure the little democratical cantons
of Swifferland.

Both the upper and lower Vallais were
formerly dependent upon the bifhop of
Sion: but the inhabitants of the two
diftrits united together in order to limit
his power ; and, having fucceeded in the
attempt, they quarrelled among them-
{felves for the fuperiority. A bloody
war enfued; which terminated, in 1473,
by the total defeat of the lower Val-
laifans. Since that period, they have
continued fubject to the others; enjoy-
ing however fome very confiderable pri-
vileges. The lower diftrict is divided
into fix departments, over which bailiffs
are appointed by the general aflembly,

The republic of the Vallais is one of
the allies of the thirteen cantons; and
befides this general alliance, a particu-
lar treaty {ubfifts between them and the
{feven Catholic cantons, for the defence
of their common religion. They have

entered likewife into treaties with France,
1 and
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and other powers, with a referve hows
ever in all of them refpecting their ge-
neral alliance with the thirteen cantons
of Swiflerland.

The bifhops of Sicn had formerly a
confiderable influence over the political
affairs of Swiflerland; and Matthew
Schaner, the cardinal bifthop, 1s famous
in hiftory for his great abilities, his dar-
ing fpirit of intrigue, and his turbulent
and reftlefs ambition. It was entirely
owing to his reprefentations and in-
fluence, that the Swifs troops gave the
only inftance, perhaps, of infidelity to
their public engagements, of which they
were ever guilty ; by breaking a treaty
they had juft concluded with Francis I.
When that monarch marched into Italy
to attack the Milanefe, he endeavoured
to gain over the Swifs; who having
taken the duke of Milan under their
protection, were the only obftacles to
the progrefs of his arms. After much
hefitation, they were at length pre-

' vailed
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vailed upon, by the fubfidies he offered,
to enter into a treaty with him: but the
alliance was no fooner concluded, than
the cardinal of Sion perfuaded them to
break it, and continue the war. The
Swifs hiftorians however record, with
triumph, the patriotic conduct of two
of their officers upon this occafion ;
who, remonftrating againft this breach
of faith, drew off eight thoufand of
their troops ; and returning with them
to their country, in fome meafure re-
trieved the honour of their nation.

The remainder of the army, inftigated
by the plaufible and artful eloquence of
the cardinal, attacked Francis I. near
Marignano; which brought on one of
the moft furious and obitinate battles that
was fought during the bloody wars of
Italy. Night alone put a ftop to the en-
gagement, without feparating the com-
batants; both armies remaining blended
together upon the field of battle:
Francis flept upon the carriage of a

5 cannon,
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cannon, at no great diftance from 4 bat-
talion of the enemy. At day-break the
Swifs renewed the charge with their
ufual courage, and were received with
cqual bravery. At length the intrepidity
of the king, and the defperate valour of
the French, rofe {fuperior to the furious
and repeated attacks of the Swifs; and
the latter retired in good order to Milan,
leaving Francis in pofleflion of the field
of battle : an advantage, however, which
he gained by the Iofs of the braveft of
his troops.

The fame cardinal of Sion, who al-
ways entertained the moft inveterate en-
mity to the French, occafioned alfo, by
his fole intrigues, the lofs of the Mi=
lanefe to Francis. Lautrec, in the year
1521, commanded a body of 12,000
Swifs, who formed the principal ftrength
of his army. On the other fide, the
cardinal had obtained, by his influence
over his countrymen, a fecret levy of the

Yar, I, R like
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like number, to join the army of the
confederates : and thus, for the firft
time, the Swifs were feen combating un-
der oppofite banners, and ready to com-
mit hoftilities againft each other. Upon
this occafion the cantons immediately
difpatched meffengers, with peremptory
orders for the Swifs in both armues, to
return to their country. The cardinal
bribed the meffengers to conceal thefe
orders from the Swifs in the fervice of
the confederates ; and to deliver them
only to thofe who were in the French
army. The latter obeyed accordingly ;
and this defertion fo weakened the army
of Lautrec, that he was no longer able
to make head againft the encmy: in con-

fequence of which, Milan, and the prin-

cipal towns, furrendered to the confe-
derates.

The inhabitants of this part of the
Vallais, are very much fubject to goiters,
or large excrefeences of flefh that grow

from
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from the throat, and ofteni encreafe t
a moft enormous fize : but, what is
more extraordinary, idiocy alfo remark-
ably abounds among them. I faw ma-
ny inftances of both kinds as I paffed
through this town: of the latter, fome
few were batking in the fun with their
tongues out, and their heads hanging
down ; exhibiting the moft affecting
fpectacle of intellectual imbecillity that
can poflibly be conceived. The caufes
~which produce a greater frequency of
thefe phenomena in this country than
i any other, is a curious queftion,
which very much excites my inquiry :
but I fhall defer fending you my pre-
fent opinion, until I fhall have gained
all the farther information in my power
to procure.

The weather in this inclofed vale is
exceedingly hot: I am at this inftant,
although it is late in the evening, fcarce
able to bear the intolerable fultrinefs:

R 2 This
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This languid heat is probably one of
the caufes, which occafion the incon-
eeivable lazinefs and indolence of the
inhabitants : although fomething at the
fame time muft be attributed to the
richnefs of the foil, which is {o won-
derfully fertile as almoft to prevent la-
bour, and {pontaneoufly produce the
fruits of the earth. And indeed the
people aflift nature very little : we pafl-
ed feveral vineyards, in which we ob-
ferved the vines were fuffered to trail
upon the ground ; whereas, if at the
expence of but little additional pains,
the branches had been properly raifed
and fupported, the owner would have
been well rewarded by the fuperior

quantity and qualitv of their produce.
The dirt and naftinefs of the common
people, is difgufting beyond all expref{-
fion: of which I havehad fome unpleafant
proofs from entering into feveral houfes,
as well in the town itfelf as on my way
to
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to it. I have juft been holding a con-
verfation wupon this fubjet with my
landlord ; who, though much the naf-
ticft fellow I ever faw, was complaining
of the uncleanlinefs of the people; and
feemed to affign that circumftance as
one caufe of the gorfers. This induced
me to caft my eyes upon the perfon of
my hoft with fomewhat more attention,
in order to difcover how it ftood with
himfelf in that refpect; and I was ra-
ther difappointed to find that he proved
an exception to his own remark. Let
me not, however, be underftood as in-
finuating that all the inhabitants in ge-
neral are either goitrous, idiots, indo-
lent, or dirty ; like that traveller who
afferted, that all the women of a certain
town were crooked, red - haired, and
pitted with the finall-pox, becaufe his
landlady happened to be fo. Indeed, I
look upon national refleétions in gene-
ral, to proceed from the narroweft and
moft illiberal turn of mind : and I have

R 3 always
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always been cautious not to judge of
the phyfical, or moral character of any
people from a partial and fuperficial
view. But as to the fingular preva-
lency among thefe people of the two
natural defeéts T have mentioned ; it is
a fa& which I can venture to affirm,
both from my own experience, and
from various converfations I have had
with feveral men of learning and ob-
{fervation of this country: and with re-
fpect to the general dirtinefs and indo-
lence of the common people; it is too
notorious to efcape the obfervation of
the moft carelefs traveller.

Sion is fituated near the Rhone, at the
foot of two infulated mountains, that
rife immediately from the plain : upon
thefe are feveral palaces belonging to
the bithop, particularly that called May-
oria, which is his principal refidence,
and where the general aflembly 1s held.
This town is very antient, and was for-
merly the capital of the Seduni, who in-

habited
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habited this part of the country in the .
time of Julius Czfar. There are fhll
remaining fome infcriptions that prove
its antiquity ; and, among others, that
were fo obliterated I was not able to
decypher them, I obferved one which
was more legible : it is in honour of the
emperor Auguftus, and was put up dur-
ing his eleventh confulthip. In this
infeription the town 1s called Crvszas
Sedunorum.

I am, &c.

T BVIs T -EiR e XX

St, Maurice, Auguft 20.

T Sion we parted with our horfes

24 and guides, who had accompa-
nied us from Altdorf; and procured a
picce of luxury, to which we had been
for fome time unaccuftomed; I mean
a coach. But, notwithftanding the con-
R 4 centrated
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¢entrated heat of the climate, and the
great [ultrinefls of the air, I prefer rid-
ing or walking; as by that means one
enjoys a more unobftructed view of the
country : and indeed the {cenes are fo
beautiful, and fo perpetually changing,
that one’s attention i$ called upon every
moment by a variety of new objetts that
ftrongly demand admiration.

Upon entering the lower Vallais, I
thought I perceived a greater appearance
of induftry than in the environs of
Sion : and I am informed, that thefe
people are not altogether fo indolent as
the latter *. But as to dirt, they by no
means yield to thofe of Sion.

We

* This imputation of indolerice will not hold
good with refpeé& to all the inhabitants of the
upper Vallais : for in the eaftern part of that
diftri¢t, which we entered after having croffed the
Furca, the foil, though far inferior in richnefs and
fertility, was much better cultivated; and the
people feemed more induftrious than any we have

yet
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We ftopped at the village of Marti-
nac, which, according to antiquarians,
was the ancient O&fodurum. It is faid,
that near this place may be traced the
fite of Sergius Galba’s camp, one of
Julius Ceafar’s lieutenants ; who was
fent by that general to fubdue the Ve-
ragri, the Pantuates, and the Seduni;
the antient inhabitants of thefe diftricts.
It feems evident indeed from Cafar’s
defcription, in the third book of his
commentaries, that Ofodurum could nat
be far from the prefent fituation of
Martinac ; placed as it is in a f{mall
plain, encircled by high mountains, and
divided by the {fmall river Dranfe, which
falls not far from thence into the Rhone.

yet feen in this country. Some phyfical reafons
may be afligned for this difference : for there the
weather is not {o fultry, the water is not unwhole-
fome, and the air is remarkably falutary. Accord-
ingly, upon our firft entering the Vallais, we did not
obferve any of thofe goitrous perfons or idiots,
which ftruck us fo much in the midland parts.

I cannot
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I cannot however afcertain from my
own obfervation, whether there are in:
fact any traces ftill remaiming of a
Roman encampment; nor could I get
any information concerning it from the
inhabitants : fo that what I have men-
tioned is only upon the faith of anti-
quarians, and from the general pofition
of the country.

Near Martinac we were much pleaf-
ed with the majeftic appearance of the
ruins of an old caftle, built upon the
fummit of a craggy rock, and hanging
over the torrent beneath : it was for-
merly a caftle belonging to the bithop
of Sion, and his principal refidence.
The road lies, from thence to St. Mau-
rice, under a chain of rocks, with the
Rhone flowing at a {mall diftance
through the midft of a rich vale. In our
way we pafled clofe to the Pife-Vache;
a waterfall, that defcends from the
glacier above, but which {eems to burft
from the middle of the rock : I have

| feen
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feen higher falls, but none more beau-
tiful. There is a cleft in the rock at
top; on each fide of this opening are
thrubs ; and from the midft of thefe
thrubs, the torrent, rufthing in a vaft
body of water with amazing violence,
falls perpendicularly into the valley.
Thefe torrents are my great delight : but
perhaps they recur a hittle too often 1n

my letters to continue to be yours.
Towards the extremity of the lower
- Vallais, the two chains of mountains
that bound this country, approach to-
wards the Rhone, which almoft entirely
fills up the fpace between them.  In this
fpot 1s fituated the town of St. Maurice,
built almoft totally upon the rock,
at the foot of a range of fteep moun-
tains, at a f{mall diftance from the
river.  Its antient -appellation was
Agaunum : 1t takes that of St. Maurice
from an abbey, erected in the beginning
of the fixth century, by Sigifmond king
of Burgundy, in honour of a faint fo
called, who, 1t 1s pretended, fuffered
martyrdom
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martyrdom in this place. This faint
was the leader of the famous Theban
legion, which confifting of above fix
thoufand men, was maffacred (as itis
faid) by order of the emperor Maxi-
mian, for not renouncing Chriftianity.
Various have been the difputes con-
cerning the authenticity of this hif-
tory : for while fome authors have
treated it as a mere forgery; others
have contended for its being genu-
ine, with as much warmth and zeal
as if the truth of Chriftianity de-
pended upon the decifion. Without
entering into the merits of the queftion,
I cannot but remark, that the caufe of
Chriftianity has {uffered more from weak
and imprudent defenders, than from the
fharpeft attacks of its moft inveterate ad-
verfaries. Indeed, the queftion concern-
ing the number and fufferings of the mar-
tyrs, has occafioned much 1idle contro-
verfy : for, reduce the popular accounts
of both as low as probability can rea-
{onably carry them, there will ftill re-

- main
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main fufficient evidence of the wonder-
ful conftancy and calm refolution of
thofe primitive victims: and whether
an hundred thoufand, or only fifty,
{uffered for the caufe of Chriftianity, it
will equally ftand upon the fame firm
and immoveable foundation, Nor is the
Iquiry more material concerning the
motives that actuated their powerful
and cruel adverfaries. It matters not
whether Decius ordered the Chriftians
to be perfecuted, becaufe they had
been favoured by his predeceffor Phi-
Iip, or from his attachment to the
Pagan nites; whether Maximin per-
fecuted them from political motives ;
Dioclefian as introducing innovations
in his government ; or whether they
were favoured by Conftantine from cor.
viftion or from policy. For the truth
of Chniftianity is in no refpect affected
cither by the imprudence of its early
profeflors (if with any they were juftly
chargeable) or the political reafons that
mfluenced the condu@ of thofe empe-

Iors
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rors towards them. But I am mnning
into a digreffion ; fo 1t will be beft to
ftop here, and bid you good night.

Auguft 21.

A few Roman infcriptions, and thofe
chiefly fepulchral, as allo two antient
columns, defaced and plaiftered, to-
gether with the bridge over the Rhone,
which ftill {fubfifts entire, are the only
vifible marks remaining of the anti-
quity of this town. This is the chief
entrance into the Vallais ; and fo won-
derfully is this country fortified by na=
ture, that a handful of men might
defend it againft a very confiderable
army.

To-day we made an excurfion into
the canton of Berne, in order to fee
the falt-works near Bex. We crofled
the Rhone over the antient and beau-
tiful ftone-bridge, I have juft mention=
ed, confifting of 2 fingle arch, and ef-
teemed by the moft judicious and beft-

informed
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anformed antiquarians to be undoubt-
edly Roman. Half of this bridge belongs
to the Vallais, and the remainder to
the canton of Berne. From hence com~
mences the bailliage of Aigle, which
reaches to the Pays de Vaud, and was
formerly, when under the dominion of
the houfe of Savoy, comprifed. within
that diftri¢ : at prefent it is claffed
under the German divifion of the
canton, although the inhabitants talk
French.
Upon our arrival at the falt-fprings,
I put on a workman’s jacket, and went
into the mountain about 3,000 feet,
almoft horizontally. The gallery is
about eight feet high, and fix broad,
and is as nicely hollowed as if it had
been cut with a chiffel : it is by far
the moft commodious fubterranean pal-
fage I ever entered. The falt is pro-
cured from fome {prings, which are -
found within a folid rock, perforated
at a great expence : the richeflt fource
yields

)
ra
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yields twelve pound of falt in an hun-
dred weight of water, and the pooreft
but one pound in the fame quantity.
Near thefe are feveral warm {prings,
ftrongly impregnated with fulphur ;
fome of which contain alfo a mixture
of falt; and will flame if a lighted
candle be put into the pipe through
which they flow. Not far from the
richeft of the falt-fprings, fome pieces
of rock-falt, in cubical forms, have
been found ; but the quantity hitherto
difcovered is fo very inconfiderable, that
no advantage arifes from it.

The water is conveyed by pipes to
Bevieux, where the falt 1s extracted.
If the whole quantity of the impreg-
nated water which contains fo fmall
a proportion of falt, were to be boiled
immediately, and at once ; the confump-
tion of wood requifite for that pur-
pole, would amount to a great ex-
pence. In order to fave this coft, they

make ufe of what is called a graduation-
houfe,
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42afe, conftructed in the following inan-
ner :—It is a long building, open at the
fides; <within are ranged layers of fag-
gots, piled up to a confiderable heighth.
The water 1n queftion is conveyed by
Ppumps into refervoirs above, from whence
it falls down upon the faggots, after
having been refolved into rain by the
current of air: in filtering through
thefe faggots, it depofes a certain por-
tion of its earthy and felenitical par-
ticles, and 1s received at bottom into
other refervoirs; from whence it is
pumped up again. ‘This procefs is re-
peated as often as is found neceffary :
after which it is then boiled, and the
falt chryftalifes upon the fides and at
the bottom of the cauldron,

Thefe falt-works, and thofe of Aigle,
are the only ones in Swiflerland : and
they are of great confequence to this
country; as it muft otherwife depend en-
tirely upon foreign nations for a fupply
of fo effential an article. Thefe works

Vor, L. S are
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are fuppofed to bring in jointly a neat
yearly profit to government, of above
feventeen thoufand pounds fterling : and
they furnifh nearly one third of the
whole annual confumption of the can-
ton. The remainder is procured chief-
ly from France, which is obliged by
treaty to provide the Swifs ftates with
this commodity at a moderate price:
and indeed fo high 1s the tax upon
falt in that kingdom, that even the
French falt is fold two thirds cheaper
in Swiflerland, than in many parts of
France #. The ordinary price of com-
mon falt throughout the canton, 1s at the
rate of three half-pence per pound.

In our excurfion to thefe mines, we
paffed through a moft delightful coun-

* At Paris, where it is the deareft, a pound of
falt is fold for about 13 fols, or about fix-pence
of our money : in fome other parts of France, for
inftance in Franche Comte, a pound cofts only
4 or 5 fols; but it is furnifhed to the Swifs at the
rate of 21 fols.

try,
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try, richly variegated, and abounding
In hanging groves of Spanith chefnuts,

inexpreflibly beautiful.
I am, &c.

s T E R XXT:

Trient, Auguft 22.

AM now writing to you from the

little village of Trient in the Val-
lais, on my way to the glaciers of Savoy.
From the mountain of the Furca,
its eaftern boundary, two vaft ranges
of alps enclofe the Vallais: the fouthern
chain feparates it from the Milanefe,
Piedmont, and part of Savoy ; the
northern divides it from the canton
of Berne. Thefe two chains, in their
various windings, form feveral {mall
valleys, through which a number of
torrents rufh into the Rhone, as it
traverfes the whole country from the
' S 2 Furca
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Furca to St. Maurice. A country thus
entirely enclofed within high alps, and
confifting of plains, elevated valleys, and
lofty mountains, muft neceflanly exhi-
bit a great variety of fituations, climates,
and productions. Accordingly, the Val-
lais prefents to the curious traveller a
quick {ucceflion of profpects, as beau-
tiful as they are diverfiied. Number-
lefs vineyards, rich pafture-grounds co-
vered with cattle, corn, flax, fruit-
trees, and wild forefts: and thefe occa-
fionally bordered by naked rocks, whofe

{fummits are crowned with everlafting

fnow, and inacceflible glaciers. This =

ftrong and ftriking contraft between

the paftoral and the fublime; the cul- =
tivated and the wild ; cannot but affect
the mind of an obferver with the moft

pleafing emotions.

As to the productions of the Vallais; =
they muft evidently vary in different

parts, according to the great diverfity

of climates, by which this country is fo =
3 peculiarly =
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peculiarly diftinguithed. It fupplies
more than fufficient wine and corn for
the interior confumption ; and indeed a
confiderable quantity of both are yearly
exported ; the foil in the midland and
lower parts being exceedingly rich and
fertile. In the plain, where the heat
is colle¢ted and confined between the
mountains, the harveft is fo very for-
ward, that it has already for fome time
been carried in: whereas, in the more
elevated parts, barley is the only grain
that can be cultivated with any fuccefs;
and the crop 1s feldom cut before No-
vember. About Sion, the fig, the me-
lon, and all the other fruits of Italy,
ripen to perfection: in confequence
of this fingular variety of climates, I
talted in the fame day (what is ufually
to be had only in gradual fucceflion)
{trawberries, cherries, plumbs, pears,
and grapes ; each of them the narural
growth of the country. '

With refpect to manufadtures; there

o3 arg
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are none of any confequence: and in-
deed the general ignorance of the peo-
ple is no lefs remarkable than their in-
dolence; fo that they may be confidered,
in regard to knowledge and improve-
ments, as fome centuries behind the
Swifs, who are certainly a very enlight-
ened nation. The peafants feldom en-
deavour to meliorate thofe lands where
the {oil 1s originally bad ; nor to make the
moft of thofe, which are uncommonly

fertile : having few wants, and being

{atisfied with the fpontaneous gifts of
nature, they enjoy her bleflings without
much confidering in what manner to
improve them.

The beauties and varieties of this
country you will find amply and faith-
fully delineated in that elegant letter of
the Nowvelle Helsife, where St. Preux
relates his excurfion into the upper Val-
lais. As to the truth of the defcription
he gives, in the fame letter, of the man-
ners of the people; I can hardly be

{fuppofed -

e R
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fuppofed to be a competent judge, from
the little time I have pafled among
them. But, as far as I have had an
opportunity to obferve and inquire; the
pictare, although in fome parts not en-
tirely devoid of refemblance, is, upon
the whole, confiderably heightened.

Before I take leave of the Vallais, you
will probably expect, that, according
to my promife, I fhould fend you fome
informations concerning the caufes which
are {uppofed to occafion, or to contri-
bute to render, goitrous perfons and
idiots, fo remarkably common in many
parts of this country. I have indeed
made all poflible refearches in order to
gain {fome fatisfaltory intelligence upon
fo curious a fubject; but I have the
mortification to add, that the very faint
lights I have been able to obtain, have
left me almoft as much in the dark as
I was before : you muft reft contented
therefore with mere conjectures.

I fhall begin however with undoubted
fa¢t. The Vallaifans are not all equally

S 4 ~ fubjelt
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fubjeCt to the above infirmities; but

thofe chiefly who live in or near the
lower parts of the Vallais, as about
Sider, Sion, Martinac, &c. The peo-
Pple in general are a robuft and hardy
race, as well thofe who dwell in the
places 'aft-mentioned, as thofe who in-
habit the more mountainous parts of
this country.

It 1s 2 common notion, that fnows
water occafions goiters: but I have
fome reafon to think the contrary. For,
I have been at feveral places, where the
inhabitants drink no other water than
what they procure from thofe rivers and
torrents, which defcend from the gla-
ciers; and yet are not fubject to this
malady : indeed I have been affured,
though I will not venture to anfwer for
the truth of the affertion, that fhow-
water, fo far from being a caufe, 1s
efteemed even a preventive. The air
of the mountains is alfo a firong pre-
fervative againft them; and goiters have
been known to diminifh upon elevated

fituations;

#}:—;r*-::l;'- At
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fituations ; whereas, in the lower parts
of the Vallais, if this excrefcence once
begins to thew itfelf, it always continues
to encreafe *, Some diftriéts are more
particularly remarkable for this diforder
tian others: thus, in a little village,
near Sion, almoft all the inhabitants are
goitrous,
~ From thefe faéts it feems reafonable
to conclude, that goiters are derived
from certain local circumftances; and
that feveral caufes, both phyfical and
moral, may jointly contribute to their
production. Among the phyfical ; bad
water, and bad air, may, perhaps, be
juftly affigned, but chiefly the former ;
which, near the particular diftriéts above-
mentioned, is ftagnant, and loaded with
particles of z#fs. The torrents alfo,
which are formed by the melting of the
fnows, diffolve this fubftance, or fimilar
ones, in their paffage: and probably
* This difference, however, may be occafioned

by the different quality of the water, as well as by
the fuperior purity of the air,
Les) this
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this circumftance has given rife to the
notion, that fnow-water, fimply in it-
{elf, occafions thefe goiters; but where-
ever it has that effect, it 1s firongly im-
pregnated with certain ftony particles.
I was thewn feveral pools of thefe {tag-
nant waters, which I fhould have fup-
pofed no human being to have been
capable of drinking. Among the moral
caufes, which may be fuppofed to con-
cur in occafioning thefe guttural protu-
berances ; the inconceivable lazinefs and
negligence of thefe people, may be men-
tioned. For, they rarely take the leaft
precaution to guard againft, or to re-
medy, the ill effects of their unwhole-
fome water : indolently acquiefcing in
its confequences, they ufe no fort of

means either to prevent or remove them. -

The fame caufes, which {feem to pro-
duce the goiters, probably operate in the
cafe of idiots: for, wherever in this
country the former abound, the latter
are alfo in great numbers, Such in-

deed

I 2 - -
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deed is the nice and inexplicable con
neCtion between our bodies and our
minds, that the one ever {fympathifes
with the other: we fee that the body
fuffers, whenever the mind is deeply af-
fected by any ftrong impreflion of me-
lancholy and diftrefs; and, in return,
that whenever the corporeal frame is im-
paired and fhattered by long pain and
ficknefs, the underftanding alfo is equally
out of order. Hence it is by no means
an 1ill-grounded conjecture, that in the
cale before us, the fame caufes which
affect the body fhould alfo affet the
mind; or, in other words, that the
fame waters, &c. which create obftruc-
- tions, and goiters, fhould alfo occafion
mental imbecillity and difarrangement.
But, in conjunétion with caufes of a
phyfical nature, there is a moral one
likewife to be taken into the account :
for the children of the common people
are totally negletted by their parents ;
and, with no more education than the

meaneft
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meaneft brutes, are, like thofe, faffered
to wallow in the dirt, and to eat and
drink whatever comes in their way.

I faw {everal idiots with goiters ; but
I do not mean to draw any certain con-
clufion from that circumftance. For,
though in general they are the children
of goitrous parents, and have frequently
thofe {wellings themfelves ; yet the con-
trary often happens: and they are fome-
times the offspring even of healthy pa-
rents, whofeotherchildren are all properly
organized. So that, it feems, the caufes
above-mentioned operate more or lefs
upon fome conftitutions than " upon
others; as indeed i1s obfervable in all

epidemical diforders whatfoever *,
I was

* T was told by a phyfician of the Vallais, that
children are fometimes born with goiters; and I
{faw feveral, fcarce ten years old, who had very
large ones. Thefe {fwellings, when they encreafe
to a confiderable magnitude, check refpiration,
and render thofe who have them exceedingly lan-
guid and indolent. During my expedition through

‘ the




[ =y ]

I was informed at Sion, that the
number, both of goitrous perfons, and
of idiots, have confiderably decreafed
within thefe few years; and two reafons
were affligned : one 1s, the laudable care
which the magiftrates have taken to dry
up the ftagnant waters in the neighbour-
hood ; and the other, the cuftom which
now generally prevails of fending the
children to the mountains; by which
-means they efcape the bad effects of
the unwholefome air and water.

It 1s to be prefumed, that a people
accuftomed to fee thefe excrefcences daily,

the Vallais, I obferved fome of zll proportions,
from the fize of a walnut to the bignefs of a peck
loaf.

The fpecies of idiots I have mentioned above,
and who are deemed by many authors as peculiar
to the Vallais, are called cretins. Among thefe
I alfo obferved a kind of fenfible gradation : name-
ly, from thofe who, being totally deaf and dumb,
and incapable of helping themfelves, give no
proof of their exiftence, but the mere animal fen«

fations ; to others, who are a little more animated,
and paiﬁ!s fome faint dawnings of reafon,

will
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will not be at all thocked at their defor=

mity ; but I do not find, as fome writers
affert, that they confider them as beau-

ties : I cannot believe that a Valiaifan -

poet would venture to addrefs a copy
of verfes to his miftrefs in praife of her
goiter. To judge by the accounts of
fome travellers, one might fuppofe, that
all thefe people, without exception, were
gifted with the above appendage : where~
as, in fact, as I have before remarked,
the Vallaifans, in general, are a robuft
hardy race of people; and all that with
truth can be affirmed, 1s, that goitrous |
perfons, and idiots, are more abundant
here than perhaps in any other part of
the globe.

It has been aflferted alfo by fome,
that the people very much refpect thefe
idiots, and even confider them as blef-
fings from Heaven; an affertion which 1s
as ftrongly contradi¢ted by others. I
made many inquiries in order to get at
the truth of this matter. Upon my quef-

9 tioning
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tioning {fome gentlemen of this country,
whom I met at the baths of Leuk, they
treated the notion as abfurd and falfe:
but whether they fpoke their real fen-
timents, or were unwilling to confirm
what they thought might lower their
countrymen in the opinion of a ftranger,
will admit perhaps of fome doubt. For
I have, fince that time, repeatedly en-
quired among the lower fort, and am
convinced, that the common people
efteem them as bleflings. They call
them ¢ Souls of God, without fin :”” and
there are many parents who prefer thefe
idiot-children to thofe whofe under-
ftandings are perfet; becaufe, as they
are incapable of intentional criminality,
they confider them as more certain than
the others of happinefs in a future ftate.
Nor 1s this opinion entirely without
fome good effeét ; as it difpofes the pa-
rents to | pay the greater attention to
thofe unhappy beings, who are inca-
pable of taking care of themfelves, Thefe

1diots
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idiots are fuffered to marry, as well
among themfelves as with others; and
thus the breed is, in fome meafure, pre-
vented from becoming extinét *.

I am, é&ec.

* Since I wrote the above letter, I have met

with an account of thefe Cretins in the ¢ Re- &N

cherches Philofophiques fur les Americains.”” The

ingenious author compares them with the blafards
of the ifthmus of Darien ; a fpecies of beings

who refemble the white negroes. He refers to
a memoir written expre{sly upon thefe Cretins, by
the count of Mogiron, and read to the Royal So-
ciety of Lyons: I am forry that I have not been =
able to procure this memoir ; becaufe, from the
chara&er given of it by the author of the Recher-
ches Philofosphiques, it muft contain fome very cu- ]
rious remarks. I fhall here fubjoin his account
of the Cretins, as being, in many refpeés, more =

ample than mine; premifing, at the fame time, =
that it by no means appears thefe Cretins are uni- =

verfally goitres.
«¢ On ne fauroit mieux comparer les Blafards
quant a leurs facultés, 3 leur degeneration, etd
Jeur dtat, qu’aux Cretins qu’on voit en aflez grand
nombre dans le Valais, et principalement a Sion
capitale '_.-
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Geneva, Auguft 28
PON quitting Trient, we went’
along fome narrow vallies through
forefts of pines by the fide of the torrent
of Trient; and foon afterwards entered
the

capitale de ce pays: ils font fourds, muets, prefque
infenfibles aux coups, et portent des goitres pro-
digieux qui leur defcendent jufqu’ a la ceinture:
ils font ni futieux ni malfaifants, quoiqu’anio=
lument ineptes et incapables de penfer; ils i’ont
qu'une forte d’attrait affez violent pour leurs be=
foins phyfiques, et s’abandonnent aux plaifirs de
fens de toute efpece fans y foupconner aucune
crime, aucune indécerice. Les habitans du Val-
lais regardent ces Creétins tomme les anges tuté-
laires des familles, comme des faints: on ne les
contrarie jamais, on les foigne avec affiduité, on
n'oublie rien pour les amufer, et pour fatisfaire
leurs gouts et leurs appetits ; les enfants n’ofent
les infulter, et les vieillards les refpetent. Ils
ont la peau trés livide et naiffent Crétins, c’eft-3-
dire aufli ftupides, auffi fimples qu’il eft poffible
de I'étre : les années n’apportent aucun change-

Yor. 1. T _ ment
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the valley of Orfina, which led us to the
{mall village of that name: a little way

ment i leur état d’abrutiffement : ils y perfiftent

jufqu’ 4 la mort, et on ne connoit point de remede

capable de les tirer de cet afloupiflement de la
raifon, et de cette defaillance du corps et de 'ef-
prit. Il y en a des deux fexes, et on les honore
€galement, foit qu’ils foient hommes ou femmes,
Le refpeét qu’on porte i ces perfonnes atteintes
du Cretinage, eft fondé fur leur innocence et leur
foiblefle : ils ne fauroient pécher, parce qu’ils ne
diftinguent le vice de la vertu; ils ne fauroient
nuire, parce qu’ils manquent de force, de vail-
lance, ou d’envie ; et c’eft juftement le cas des
Blafards, dont la ftupidité eft aufli grande que celle =
des Cretins.” '

In another part he fays, ¢ Mr. De Maugiron -
attribue les caufes du Cretinage des Vallaifans a la =
malpropreté, a I’education, aux chaleurs exceflives
des vallées, aux eaux, et aux goitres qui font
communs 2 tous les enfans de ce pays ; mais il y
exifte probablement une autre caufe f{pecifique,
que I’on fera plus & portée de connoitre quand on -
fera parvenu 3 obtenir la permiffion de diffequer 3
un de ces Cretins.” 4

Sec Recherches Philofophiques fur les A’mmcmmt
&c. Par Mr. D¢ Pe————, Quatrieme Partie.]
Sestion 1.

from
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from Trient we entered the dutchy of
Faucigny, which belongs to the king
of Sardinia. Qur road was very rugged,
till we arrived at the vale of Chamouny;
the great mountains and glaciers of

Savoy rifing majeftically before us.
There are five glaciers, which extend

almoft to the plaii of the vale of Cha-
mouny, and are feparated by wild forefts,
corn-fields, and rich meadows : fo that
immenfe tracts of ice are blended with
the higheft cultivation, and perpetually
fucceed to each other in the moft fingu-
lar and ftriking viciffitude. All thefs
{everal vallies of ice, which lie chiefly in
the hollows of the mountains, and are
fome leagues in length, unite together
at the foot of Mont Blanc ; the higheft
mountain in Europe, and probably of

the antient world. |
‘According to the calculations of Mr.
De Luc, (by whofe improvement of the
barometer, elevations are taken with a
degree of accuracy before unattainable,)
T 3 the
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the heighth of this mountain above the
level of the fea is 2391+ French toifes.
Mr. de Sauflure, profeflor of natural
philofophy at Geneva, has made ufe of
the above barometer in meafuring the

elevation of feveral 'very confiderable

mountains. This great improvement
of the barometer marks a diftinguifhed
@ra in the hiftoery of natural philofo-
phy ; as, before it was rectified by that
ingenious naturalift, Mr. de Luc, its
uncertainty was fo great, that there
was no relying upon the menfurations,
which had been taken by that inftru-

ment *.
I am

* It was by this means that Mr. de Luc found

the altitude of the glacier of Buet ; and fram thence

he took geometrically the elevation of Adent Blane

above the Buet. The labours of this celebrated
naturalift, and his rules for computing heighths by
the barometer, are to be found in his very valuable

treatife ¢ Swr les Mbdifications de I*ﬁrfan_‘pﬁér.f.”

Thefe rules are explained, and his tables reduced

to Englith meafure, by Dr. Mafkelyne, R. A. ; and

#ill more fully by Dr. Horfley, fecretary to the
Royal

?’ﬁ S AT e
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I am convinced, from the fituation of

Mont Blanc ; from the heighths of the
mountains

Royal Society : both thefe treatifes are publifhed
in the Philofophical Tranfactions for the year
1774

The accuracy of the barometrical meafurements
made by Mr. de Luc, was verified by Sir George
Schuckborough, in a number of ingenious experi-
ments towards afcertaining the elevation of fome of
the mountains of Savoy, a fhort time before I ar-
rived at Geneva. He followed Mr. de Luc’s me-
thod ; took the heighths of feveral mountains, reci-
procally, by barometrical and geometrical obferva-
tions ; and he perceived that the former coincided
almoft exaltly with the latter.

Having found the elevation of the fummit of the
Mole, a neighbouring mountain, above the {urface
of the lake of Geneva; he took from thence the
geometrical altitude of Msnt Blane.

During the courfe of thefe experiments, he was
enabled to correét fome trifling errors that had
crept into Mr. de Luc’s computations ; to improve
ftill farther the difcoveries of the latter ; and has
facilitated the means of taking clevations, by fim-
plifying the tables and rules neceflary for that pur-

pofe.
o 3 Th
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mountains around it ; from its fuperior t%
elevation above them; and its being
ieen at a great diftance from all fides;
that 1t is higher than any mountainin =
Swiflerland ; which, beyond a doubt, is, -
next to Mont Blanc, the higheft ground
in Europe. That it is more elevated
than any part of Afia and Africa, isan
affertion that can only be made good by P
comparing the judicious calculations of
modern travellers, with the exaggerated
accounts of former ones; and b}r fhew-
ing that there is no mountain in thofe
two quarters of the globc, the aItltudﬂ

The heighth of Aont Blanc, according to Sir
George Schuckborough, is 15,662 feet perpendi-
cular above the level of the fea; according to Mr,
de Luc 2391; French toifes : which, reduced to our
meafure, gives 15,303 fect ; if the proportion of the _'
French to the Englifh foot be ncarly as 15 to 16, 4
without confidering the fraftion. The difference
is only 359 feet.

[See Sir George Schuckborough’s Obfervations
made in Savoy. ] ‘

whereof,
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whereof, when accurately taken, amounts
to 2,400 toifes *,

Perhaps in no inftance has the ima-
gination of man been more creative,
or more given to amplification, than in
afcertaining the heighths of mountains.
I have been confiderably amufed to-day
with confidering this article in Gruner’s
defcription of the Swifs glaciers. In
one of the chapters, he has given the
altitude of fome of the moft remarkable

* General Pfiffer indeed computes the heighth
of the Schereckhorn (the moft elevated of the alps
in the canton of Berne) as equal to 2,400 toifes
above the level of the fea: a calculation, however,
which is probably fomewhat exaggerated. For
although, as I am informed, his method of taking
elevations is in itfelf exa®; yet as he dDEs
not correct the difference octaﬁnned by the refrac-
tions of the atmofphere ; he confequently affigns
too great an heighth. Neverthelefs, as he accy-
rately preferves the different proportions, this
exaggeration may be eafily reduced to the true
ftandard. Probably the Sherecthorn will be found
to be the higheft mountain of the old world, ex-
gepting Mont Blanc,

2P mountains
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mountains of the globe, agreeably
to the calculations of feveral famous
geographers and travellers, both antient
and modern,

According to Strabo, the high-] Toifes,
eft mountain of the antient> 3,411
world was about - « -

According to Riccioli - - 58,216

According to Father Kircher,
who took the elevations of
mountains by the uncertain
method of meafuring their
fhadows, :

Atnals » - « - = 4,000
The Pike of Teneriff - - 10,000
Mount Athos = - = « 20,000

Lariffa in Egypt - - - 28,000
But thefe feveral calculations are evi-
dently fo extravagant, that their exag-
seration cannot but ftrike the moft
common obferver. If we confult the
moie * modern and rational accounts,
it

* In order to determine with abfolute certainty

that Mont Blanc is the higheft point of the old
world,
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1t appears that the Pike of Teneriff and
/Etna have been frequently fuppofed
to be the higheft mountains of the
globe. The former is eftimated by
fome natural philofophers, to be 3,000
toifes above the level of the fea; but
according to Feuillée, this elevation is

world, it would be neceffary to. eftimate, by the
fame mode of menfuration, Mont Blanc, the
Schereckhorn, the Pike of Teneriff, the moun-
tains of the Moon in Africa, the Taurus, and the
Caucafus.

The latter have long been deemed the higheft
mountains of Afia; and fome philofophers, upon
confidering the great f; uperiority, which the eaftern
rivers have over the European, both in depth
and breadth, have drawn from thence a prefump-
tive argument, that the Afiatic mountains are
much more elevated than thofe of Europe. But cor:-
je€lures are now banithed from natural philofophy :
and, till fome perfon of fufficient ability thall thew
from undoubted calculations, that the “higheft
part of the Caucafus rifes more than 15,0c0 feet
above the level of the fea, AMont Blane may be
fairly confidered as more eleyated,

N. B. Throughout the text I have made ufe

¢f the French toife, confifting of fix French fect.
reduced
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reduced to 2,070 toifes (and this mea-
furement too is probably fomewhat be-
yond the truth) whereas Atna, by the

accurate computations of Mr. De Sauf-
fure, rifes onl}f * 1672 tolfes above the
fea.

¥ About 10,660 Englifh feet. According to
Sir George Schuckborough 10,954 : who fays,
€ ] have ventured to compute the heighth of
¢¢ this celebrated mountain from 'my own tables,
¢ though from an obfervation of Mr. De Sauf-
¢ fure, in 1773, which that gentleman obligingly
¢ communicated to me. It will ferve to fhew
¢¢ that this volcano is by no means the higheft
¢ mountain of the old world ; and that Vefu-
¢ vius, placed upon mount Atna, would not be
¢¢ equal to the heighth of Mont Blanc, which
¢< I take to be the moft elevated point in Europe,
¢¢ Afia, and Africa.”

I am happy to find my conjectures corroborated
by that ingenious and accurate obferver.

Heighth of Aitna, according to Sir} Feet:

George = - - - - - . 10,954
Of Vefuvius, accﬂrdmg to Mr. De o

Sauflure -« & = wmar g }_Eff_, |
OF both together - - - - - - 14,85 §
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fea. So that from thefe obfervations,
as well as from thofe which have been
made by other travellers, whofe fkill
may be depended upon, it will appear
that there are few mountains, except
thofe in America, (the elevation where-
of reaches, according to Condamine, to
above 3,000 toifes) which are equal in
heighth to Mont Blane.

The accefs to Mont Blanc has been
hitherto found impraéticable. About
two months ago four inhabitants- of
Chamouny attempted to reach it; and
fet out from that village at ten in the
evening. After abovefourteenhours moft
violent fatigue, employed in mount-
ing rugged and dangerous afcents, in
crofling feveral vallies of ice, and large
plains of fnow, which was in fome parts

Heighth of Mont Blanc, according )  Feet.
to Sir George - .- - . - 15,662

Difference,—or the heighth of Mont
Blanc above that of HFtna and} 808

Vefuvius taken together -~ - -

fo
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fo loofe, that they funk in it down te
the waift; they found themfelves upon
the fummit next to Mont Blanc. At
firt fight it appeared fcarce a league
diftant : however, they foon difcovered
that the clearnefs of the air, the extra-
ordinary whitenefs of the fnow, and
the heighth of that mountain, made it
{cem nearer than it was in reality ; and,
they perceived with regret, that it would
require at leaft four hours more to ar-
rive at it, even fuppofing it were prac-
ticable. But as the day was now far
advanced, and the vapours towards the
fummit of Mont Blanc began to gather
into clouds ; they were obliged to return
without having accomplifhed their en-
terprife. They had no time to lofe:
and as they were returning in great
hafte, one of the party flipped down in
attempting to leap over a chafm of
ice. He had in his hand a long pole,
{piked with iron, which he had ftruck
into the ice on the other fide of the

6 opening ;
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opening ; and upon this he hung
dreadfully fufpended fora few moments,
until he was taken out by his com-
panions. The danger he had juft efcaped,
made fuch an impreflion upon him,
that he fainted away, and continued for
{fome time in that fituation : he was at
length, however, brought to himfelf,
and, though confiderably bruifed, he
{ufficiently recovered to be able to go on.
They did not arrive at Chamouny till
eight that evening, after having paffed
two and twenty hours of inconceivable
fatigue, and being more than once in
danger of lofing their lives in thofe de-
folate regions; but, as fome fort of
recompence for fo much danger and
fatigue, they have the fatisfaction, at
leaft, to boaft of having approached

nearer to Mont Blanc than any former
adventurers *,

I am, &c.
INE T

¥ According to Sir George Schuckborough, the
fummit to which they arrived, is more than 1 3,000

feet
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LE'TTER. XXIL

Geneva, Auguft 30.

UGUST 23d, (the day of our

-~ arrival at Chamouny) we mounted
by the fide of the glacier of Boflon, in
order to fee les Murailles de glace, 1o
called from their refemblance to walls:
they confift of large ranges of ice of
prodigious thicknefs and folidity, rifing
abruptly from their bafe, and parallel to
each other. Some of thefe ranges ap-
peared to us about an hundred and fifty
feet high; but if we may believe our

gdeS 8 ..

feet above the Mediterranean. Thefe perfons how-
ever do not feem to have taken fufficient precau~
tions for fo perilous an enterprize: for the expe-
dition was not only hazardous to a great degree;
but it was alfo too fatiguing and too difficult to be

accomplifhed within twenty-four hours. They 8

ought to have fet out in the morning; have taken
furs with them, and, if poffible, have found fome
proper place in which to have paffed the nights

If that could have been accomphﬂxed and if by
any
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guides, they are four hundred feet above.
their real bafe. Near them were py-
ramids and cones of ice of all forms
and fizes, and fhooting up to a very
confiderable heighth, in the moft beauti=
ful and fantaftic fhapes imaginable,
From this glacier, which we crofled
without much difficulty, we had a fine
view of the vale of Chamouny. -
The 24th. We had propofed fallying
forth this morning very early, in order
to go to the valley of ice, in the glacier
of Montenvert, and to penetrate as far

any means they could have guarded themfelves
againft the piercing cold, they would have been
fufficiently refrethed the next morning to have
purfued their expedition; and would not have
found themfelves, after having advanced within
four hours of Mont Blanc, fo faticued and ter-
rified as to be unable to proceed ; nor the day fo
far advanced, that, had they gone on, they muft
have been overtaken by darknefs, and would pro-
bably have either fallen down one of the precipices,
or have perithed with cold.

See an account of this expedition in Defeription
des afpects du Mont Blane, by Mr, Bourrit,

3 as
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as the time would admit ; but the wez-
ther proving cloudy, and likely to rain,
we deferred fetting out till nine, when
appearances gave us the hope of its
clearing up. Accordingly we procured
three excellent guides, and afcended on
horfeback fome part of the way over
the mountain which leads to the gla-
cier above-mentioned: we were then
obliged to difmount, and fcrambled up
the reft of the mountains (chiefly co-
vered with pines) along a fteep and
rugged path, called  the road of the
chryflal-bunters.” From the fummit of
the Montenvert we defcended a little to
the edge of the glacier; and made a
refrefhing meal upon fome cold provifion
which we brought with us. A large
block of granite, called ¢ La prerre des
“ Anglois,” {erved us for a table; and
near us was a miferable hovel, where
thofe, who make expeditions towards
Mont Blanc, frequently pafs the night.
The fcene around us was magnificent

and
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and {ublime; numberlefs rocks rifing
boldly above the clouds, (fome of whofe
tops were bare, others covered with
fnow.) Many of thefe gradually dimi-
nifthing towards their fummits, end in
tharp points: and from this circumftance
they are called the Needles *. Between
thefe rocks the valley of ice ftretches
{everal leagues in length, and is nearly
a mile broad; extending on one fide
towards Mont Blanc, and, on the other,
towards the plain of Chamouny.

After we had fufficiently refrefhed
ourfelves, we prepared for our adven-
ture acrofs the ice. We had each of us
a long pole {piked with iron; and, in
order to fecure us as much as poflible
from {lipping, the guides faftened to

* The names of the principal ones are Aiguille
de Dreux, Aiguille de Moine, Aiguille de Tacul,
Aiguille de Charmeaux : and thofe of the five ala-
ciers, that ftretch towards the plain of Chamouny,
and unite at the foot of Mont Blane, are Tacona,
Bonfon, Montenvert, Argentiere, and Tour.

Vor. L. U Qur
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sur fhoes crampons, confifting of a {mal}
bar of iron, to which are fixed four
{mall f{pikes of the fame metal. The
difficulty of croffing thefe valleys of ice,

arifes from the immenfe chafms. They

are produced by feveral caufes; but
more particularly by the continual melt-
ing of the interior furface: this fre-

quently occafions a finking of the ice;

and under fuch circumftances, the whole
mafs is fuddenly rent afunder in that
particular place with a moft violent ex-
plofion. We rolled down large {tones

into feveral of them; and the great
length of time before they reached the.
bottom, gave us fome conception of
their depth : our guides affured us, that :'
in fome places they are five hundred
fect deep. I can no otherwife convey ;

to you an image of this immenfe body

of ice, confifting of continued irregu- "
lar ridges and deep chafms, than by re-
fembling it to a raging fea, that had %
been inftantaneoufly frozen in the midft i

W

rof a violent {torm.
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We Began our walk with great
flownefs and deliberation, but we ora-
dually gained more courage and confi-
dence as we advanced; and we foon
found that we could fafely pafs along
thofe parts, where the afcent and defcent
were not very confiderable, much fafter
even than when walking at the rate of
our common pace: in other parts we
leaped over the clefts, and f{lid down
the fteeper defcents as well as we could,
In one place, where we defcended and
ftepped acrofs an opening upon a nar-
row ridge of ice {carce three inches
broad ; we were obliged to tread with
peculiar caution : for, on each fide were
chafms of a great depth. We walked
fome paces fideways along this ridge ;
ftept acrofs the chafm into a little hol-
low, which the guides made on purpofe
for our feet; and got up an afcent by
means of fmall holes which we made
with the fpikes of our poles. All this
founds terrible ; but at the time we

Uz had
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had none of us the leaft apprehenfions
of danger, as the guides were ex-
ceedingly careful, and took excellent
precautions. One of our fervants had
the courage to follow us without cram-
pons, and with no nails to his fhoes;
which was certainly dangerous, on ac-
count of the flipperinefs of the leather
when wetted. He got almlg however
furprifingly well ; though in fome places
we were alarmed, left he fhould flip
upon the edge of one of thofe chafms:
for had that accident happened to any
of us, we muft inevitably have been loft ;
having negletted to provide ourfelves
with long ropes in cafe of fuch an event.
This man was probably the firft perfon,
who ever ventured acrofs the valley of
ice, without either crampons or nails to
his fhoes.

We were now almoft arrived at the
other extremity, when we were ftopped
by a chafm fo broad, that there was no
poffibility of paffing it; and we were

6 obliged
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obliged to make a circuit of above @
quarter of a mile, in order to get round
this vaft opening. This will give you
fome idea of the difficulty attending ex-
curfions over fome of thefe glaciers : and
our guides informed us, that when they
hunt the cbamois and the marmottes,in thefe
defolate regions ; thefe unavoidable cir-
cuits generally carry them fix or feven
miles about, when they would have only
two miles to go if they could proceed in
a ftraight line. A ftorm threatening us
every moment, we were obliged to haften
off the glacier as faft as poffible : for, ramn
renders the ice exceedingly flippery ; and
in cafe of a fog (which generally accom-
panies a ftorm in thefe upper regions)
our fituation would have been extremely
dangerous. And indeed we had no time
to lofe; for the tempeft began juit as
we had quitted the ice ; and foon became
very violent, attended with frequent
flathes of lightning, and loud peals of
thunder, which being re-echoed within

B the
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thehollows of themountains, added great-
ly to the awful fublimity of the fcene.
We now defcended a very fteep preci-
pice, and for fome way were obliged to
craw] upon our hands and feet down a
bare rock; the ftorm at the fame time
roaring over us, and rendering the rock
extremely flippery : we were by this
time quite wet through, but we got to
the bottom however without much hurt,
Upon obferving the immenfe extent of
thefe glaciers, I could not help remark-
ing (and it is a circumftance which
many other t:~vellers have obferved be-
fore) what a fund is here laid up for the
{upply of rivers; and that the fources
which give rife to the Rhine, the Rhone,
and the Po will never fail. I returned
at length to the inn, as dripping wet
as if I had been plunged nto water;
but perfetly fatisfied with my expedi-
tion. At Grindelwald, and at Lauter-
brunnen, I had f{carcely feen a glacier,
owing to the ignorance of the guidess
9 and
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and this induced me to fufpect, that all
which had been faid of them was greatly
exaggerated *. But I now change my
tone, and am vexed that we were {o
prefled for time, that we could not con-
tinue any longer at Chamouny ; for, I
fhould have had great pleafure in mak-
ing different excurfions towards Mont
Blanc; and in penetrating further into
thofe defolate but magnificent regions.
I cannot conceive any fubjet in na-
tural hiftory more curious than the for-
mation and progrefs of thefe glaciers,
running far into fields of corn and
rich pafture ; and lying, without being
melted, in 2 fituation where the fun has
power fufficient to ripen the fruits of
the field : it 1s literally true, that
with one hand we could touch ice, and
with the other ripe corn. But, as this
is a fubject too important to be treated
fuperficially, and requires much accu-

#* Sec pages 204, and 206,

Uy rate
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rate obfervation, and repeated experi-
mental inveftigation ; I fhall not at-
tempt to enter into it. I will beg leave
however to trouble you with one ob-
fervation, which I made: and it will
ferve to prove the occafional encreafe
and diminution of the glaciers; contrary
to the opinion of fome philofophers,
who advance that they remain always
the fame ; and of others who affert, that
they are continually encreafing. I think
I may venture to affert, that both
thefe pofitions are equally untenable;
and it happens in this, as in many
other fubjects, that experience and truth
are facrificed to the fupporting of a fa-
vourite hypothefis. Indeed the faét
{feems to be, that thefe glaciers in fome
years encreafe confiderably in extent,
while in others they recede ; and of this
I 'am perfetly convinced from the fol-
lowing circumftances :

The borders of the valley of ice of
the glacier of Montenvert, are moftly

{kirted
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fkirted ‘with trees : towards its foot a
vaft arch of ice rifes to near an hundred
feet in heighth ; from under which, the
continued droppings from the melting
of the ice and fhow are colleéted toge-
ther, and form the Arveron; which
rufthes forth with confiderable force, and
in a large body of water. As we ap-
proached the extremity of this arch, we
pafled through a wood of firs : thofe
which ftand at a little diftance from the
ice are about eighty feet high, and are
undoubtedly of a very great age. Be-
tween thefe and the glacier the trees
are of a later growth ; as is evident
as well from their inferior fize, as
from their texture and fhape. Others,
which refemble the latter, have been
overturned, and enveloped in the ice :
in - all thefe feveral trees, refpective-
ly fituated in the fpots I have men-
tioned, there fecems to be a kind of
regular gradation in their age, from the
largeit fize to thofe that lie proftrate.

Thelc
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Thefe falts fairly lead, it fhould feem,
to the following conclufions :—that the
olacier once extended as far as the row
of tall firs ; that, upon its retiring, a
number of trees have fhot up in the
very fpots which 1t formerly occupied;
that, within {fome years, the glacier has
again begun to advance; and in ifs
progrefs has overturned the trees of
later date, before they have had time
to grow up to any confiderable heighth.

To thefe circumftances, another fact
may be added, which appcars to me con-
vincing. 'There are large ftones of gra-
nite, which are found only at a {mall
diftance from the extremities of the gla-
cier. 'Thefe are vaft fragments, which
have certainly fallen down from the
mountains upon the ice ; have been

carried on by the glacier in its en-

creafe ; and have tumbled into the plain
upon the melting or finking of the ice,
which fupported them. Thefe ftones,
which the inhabitants call Muareme, form
a kind of border, towards the foot of

the
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the valley of ice, and have been pufhed
forward by the glacier in its advances z
they extend even to the place occupied
by the larger pines.

As we proceeded from Chamouny,
the heighth of the mountains gradually
diminifhed ; and the {everal valleys
through which we pafied, were diverfi-
fied in their figures and productions in
a very agreeable manner. Thefe {cenes,
to travellers who come from the more
cultivated and lefs romantic parts of
Swiflerland, muft appear infinitely afto-
nithing ; but with refpect to ourlelves,
who are lately arrived from the wildeft
country and the moft barren rocks, they
made but little impreflion,

We followed the courfe of the Arve,
which takes its rife from the glacier of
Argentiere ; and rufhes along 1n a fono-
rous torrent great part of the way. Not
far from Salenche we came to a defcent,
where on our right-hand was a f{mall
lake formed by a ftream, that burfls

from
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from the rock ; and from this lake iffues
a current which falls into the Arve: the
fituation was picturefque, and the bor-
ders of the little lake, fkirted with wood,
were extremely pleafing and variegated.
From hence we defcended into the plain,
which continues almoft perfectly level to
Geneva. Salenche lies at the bottom of
a broad valley, which here contracs to
a narrow pafs. Tradition fays, that
this little plain was once a lake; and

indeed its form, and the quality of the
foil; feem to juftify tradition : great part

1s laid wafte by the unruly Arve, which

frequently overflows its banks; and

the reft i1s moftly covered with fruit-
trees.

Not far from Magland we ftopped to

admire a beautiful fall of water, called
the caifcade of Arpenas: it is a torrent,
which rufhes, like the Staubbach, from
an impending rock. When I faw it, there
was a confiderable wind, which drove the
torrent, foon after its leaving the rock, at

leaft

T Lt
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leaft an hundred yards out of the perpen-
dicular direction, into an almoft imper-
ceptible {fpray : I then beheld it trickling
down the fides of the mountains in a
thoufand little ftreams, which united at a
ridge of the rock ; and from thence
formed three cafcades, all different from
each other. The body of water was
much more confiderable than that of
the Staubbach, and the fall appeared to
me altogether as high. Between Mag-
land and Clufe we took a guide to con-
duét us to the cave of Baume; of which
we had read a moft magnificent deferip-
tion. Though the afcent was not very
high, yet it was fo fteep that we were
nearly an hour in reaching it : we then
fcrambled along an ugly precipice, from
which we mounted a ladder; and by
the aid of the branches of a nut-tree
growing out of the rock at the mouth
of the cave, we pulled ourfelves into a
natural cavern more than a quarter of
a mile in length, and forming various
| branches
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branches that led into lofty vaults and
{pacious openings. A man of a very
warm imagination, might perhaps
have difcovered a magnificent chapel

with a natural cupola, an arfenal, the
ruins of a fumptuous palace, &c.; but
as for my part, I faw only a fpacious
cave, covered with ftalactites, {pars, and ]
petrifactions, which thone beautifully =
enough, but which I have feen in al- ¢

moft all the natural caverns I ever en-

tered : nor was this fo tranfcendently
beautiful, as to anfwer the trouble it =

coft us to get into it.
We paffed the night at Clufe, wh1ch
1s fituated in a rich plain by the fide

of the Arve; and the next morning =

came down the banks of that river to
Bonneville, the capital of the dutchy of
Faucigny : it ftands alfo upon the Arve,

at the bottom of a chain of rocks, B

which from this place diminith inte
hills. Al this part of Faucigny, a5
alfoa {fmall ftrip of the Chablais through -

which
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which we pafled, is a rich plain, that
produces wine and corn in great plen-
ty : but it is neither very populous nor
perfectly well cultivated. By the little
village of Chene we entered into the ter-
ritory of Geneva: the fudden change
from the poverty of the Savoyards to
the neatnefs and eale of thefe people;
the populoufnefs of the country, the
richnefs of its cultivation ; and the
number of country-houfes fcattered a-
bout the fields like ours in England,
were circumitances that affected me with
the moft pleafing admiration.
I am, &c.

L T T.ER -XX]V,

A S I propofe vifiting Geneva again,
in my way to the fouth of France,

I will defer fending you any account of
that interefting town until my return ;
when,
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when, as I intend pafling a fhort time
there, I hope to get {ome farther infor-
mation concerning the government, &c,
which I will not fail of communicating
to you.

We went from Geneva to Craffi, a
{mall village in the Pays de Vaud, where
we palled a day with one of our coun-
trymen, who has taken a houfe for the
fummer in that delightful {fpot. In our
way to Crafli we went through Verfoi,
a little village in the French territories,
upon the lake of Geneva: it goes by ~
the name of Choifeul’s folly. Geneva 3
having fallen under the difpleafure of =
France; that minifter endeavouring to
take advantage of the late troubles in
1768, laid a plan to ruin that town, and
to monopolife the whole trade of the
lake. Accordingly he fixed upon Verfoi
as a fituation the moft proper upon
which to build a large town. For this
purpofe he began by finking a pier and
making an harbour: he conftructed alfo
| a frigate;
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a frigate ; marked out the ftreets; fert
a eonfiderable quantity of ftone to build
the houfes ; ordered a garrifon, and
ereted huts for them, in which they
continued fome time. In fhort, the
borders of the lake for fome way are
ftrewed with all kinds of materials for
building. Neverthelefs, when the har-
bour was nearly finifthed, and govern-
ment had expended near three millions
of livres; the whole {cheme was given
up. But the harbour, the huts, and the
materials for building ftill remain, dif-
graceful monuments of his ill-concerted
project.

This Pays de Vaud is a country, of
which all hiftorians and travellers, who
have had occafion to mention it, {peak
with rapture; particularly of that part
which borders upon the lake of Geneva:
and indeed a more delightful country can-
not well be imagined. It is, almoft the
whole way, a gradual afcent from the
edge of the lake, richly laid out in vine-

Vor. 1 X yards,
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yards, corn-fields, and luxuriant mea-
dows; and checkered withcontinuedham-
lets, villages, and towns : the fhores are
generally of the cleaneft gravel; and the
water is of fo fine a tranfparency, that
you may fee the bottom to a very con-
fiderable depth. -

We pafied through Nyon, which ftands

upon the edge of the lake, and in the |
very point where it begins towiden. It =

was formerly calléd Colonia Equeftris No-
widunum; and, as a proof of its antiquity,
{everal Roman infcriptions, and other an-
tient remains, have been frequently dug
up in the out-fkirts of the town. Between
St. Pres and Morges, the lake forms a

beautiful bay : thefe towns are fituated - :

upon the two points which jut out

into the water ; the whole formingan =

amphitheatre gently rifing to the jura. =

All the poffeffions in this country’ =
which belonged to the duke of Savoy,
were wreited from him in the war |

which the canton of Berne declared

againft ]
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agamft him, in 1536, in defence of
Geneva: and the fame year the refor-
mation was introduced. From that pe-
riod all the Pays de Vaud (excepting the
common bailliages of Grandfon, Orbe,
and a {mall portion of it which was
ceded to Fribourg) has been fubjeét to

- Berne, and makes part of that canton.
Laufanne 1s built upon an afcent fo
fteep, that in fome places it is with great
diificulty the horfes can draw up a carri-
age; and foot-paffengers mount towards
the upper part of the town by flights of
fteps, which lean againft the rock. But
thefe inconveniences are amply com-
penfated by the fublimeft views in na-
ture : the principal object is the lake of
Geneva, fhaped like a bow; the arc of
which is formed by the Pays de Vaud,
and the cord by the coaft of Chablais.
From Geneva to Villeneuve, the two
extremities of this lake, may be an
extent of above forty miles: it varies
X¥2 n
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in its breadth ; the narroweft part is
{varce three miles acrofs, and from Rolles
to Thonon about fifteen. It 1s not
altogether fo large as that of Conftance,
but the fcenery is far more grand and

picturefque.
The fame year in which part of the
Pays de Vaud was conquered from the
houfe of Savoy, the inhabitants of this
town expelled the bifhop, and put them-
{elves under the protection and fovereign-
ty of the canton of Berne; which con-
firmed all their privileges, and added
others. At prefent, Laufanne 1s governed
byits own magiftrates; hasits own courts
of juftice; and, what is very fingular, the
citizens who inhabit the principal ftreet
have the privilege of pronouncing {en-
tence in criminal caufes. The criminal
is tried by the civil power; 1if he 1s
found, and acknowledges himfelf, guilty
(for his own confeffion is necefiary,
otherwife he is put to the torture unti
he

-
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he confefles) the burghers of this ftreet
aflemble ; an advocate pleads in defence
of the prifoner, and another againft
him; the court of juftice give their
opinion upon the point of law ; and
the majority of the burghers in queftion
determine the penalty. If the punifh-
ment be capital, there is, ftrictly fpeak-
ing, no pardon, except it be obtained
within twenty-four hours from the {o-
vereign council of Berne; although it
generally happens that eight days are
granted for that purpofe. - When the
ciiminal is feized within the jurifdic-
tion of the town ; the profecution
1s tried, and the burghers pronounce
their fentence, in the town-hall: and-
m this cafe there is no appeal. But,
when he is taken within the diftri® of
the bailiff, they affemble in his houfe ;
and an appeal lies from their determi-
nation to Berne. I have been the more
particular in my enquiries concerning
the mode of this criminal procefs, from

X3 the
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the ftrong refemblance it bears in many
refpects to our trial by juries.

Here 1s a celebrated academy for the
ftudents of this eountry; as there is
another at Berne for thofe of the

German diftrict : profeflors in every

fcience are appointed by government ;
and there 1s a tolerable library for the
ufe of the public, The manage of Mr,
De Mezery, 1s by far the beft of a
- great number we have feen : his fkill in
horfemanthip, and judicious manner of

conveying his inftructions, deferves the

higheft encomiums. His pofition and fi-
gure are firm and elegant, and the horfes,
which are referved for his own riding,
are drefled with great tafte and precifion.
His method of difeiplining them is mild ;
becaufe, from his perfect knowledge of
the nature of the animal, he forces them
to nothing which they are not well

qualificd to perform.
I have had the good fortune, feveral
times, to meet Tiflot, the celebrated phy-
fician

g it
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fician of this place ; well known in the
literary world for his excellent writings
upon feveral medical fubjects. His con-
verfation is uncommonly interefting; as,
befides his fkill in his profeffion, he 1s well
verfed in every branch of polite literature.
His private charatter is no lefs refpect-
able than his public; and he 1s as much
efteemed for his great humanity as for
his fuperior knowledge.

Laufanne at prefeat contains {carcely
feven thoufand inhabitants ; whereas, a
few years ago, therc were at leaft ten
thoufand : and indeed the whole Pays de
Vaud is much lefs peopled than it was
during the laft century. This depopula-
tion is owing to the encreafe of luxury;
which prevents the gentry from enter-
ing 1nto matrimonial engagements {o
generally as they were heretofore ac-
cuftomed ; and induces numbers of
them continually to emigrate n order
to engage 1in foreign fervices. For, al-
though the government of Berne is

X 4 certainly
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certainly very mild, and never lays on
any additional taxes, nor ever encroaches
upon the privileges of their fubjeéts ;
yet, as the gentry are totally excluded
from any fhare in the adminiftration
of public affairs, and commerce is
reckoned degrading, they have no other
refource but in foreign fervices. For
this reafon, many of them are male-
contents, and would gladly exchange
the mild republican form, under which
they live, for a monarchical mode of
government.

The road from hence to Vevay, is moft
delightful : it lies along the fides of the
mountains, between continued ranges
of beautiful vineyards. The induftry
of the Swifs 1s no where more obferv-
able than in thefe parts: the moun-
tains in many places, though naturally
confifting of a bare fteep rock, are co-
vered thick with vines. The foil has
been brought from other grounds, and
is fupported by rows of little ftone walls
| raifed
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raifed from the edge of the lake to the
heights above. This diftri® between
Laufanne and Vevay is called Lz Pausx,
and contains the two pleafant little
- towns of Lutry and Cully; as alfo
the two villages of St. Saphorin * and
Corfier : it is entirely hilly, rifing ab-

* In the church of St. Saphorin, is an an-
tient Roman mile-ftone, found near that villa: 26
with the following infcription :

TI. CLAVDIVS. DRVSL. F.
CZZES. AVG. GERM.
PONT. MAX. TRIB. POT. VII.
IMP. XII. P. P. COS. IIIL.
R U

XXX VII.

This infeription afeertains two circumftances,
which have been frequently called in queftion ;
namely, that the banks of the lake of Geneva, which
border this part of Swifferland, were comprifed
within 2 Roman province, even fo early as the
time of Claudius; and alfo, that Avensicum was the
chief town of this part of Helvetia: for, the mile-
itones always referred to the capital town of the pro-
vince in which they were placed. From St. Saphori i1
to Avenches is exally 37,000 paces ; which anfwer
to the 27th mile-ftone.

\ ruptly
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ruptly from the lake. Above the vine-
yards are rich meadows, and a continued
foreft.

Vevay 1s the principal town of the
bailliage of that name : it is clean and
well-built, ftands at the foot of the
mountains on the edge of the water,
and is one of the few towns in the can-
ton of Berne which carries on any
confiderable trade. The borders of this
part of the lake are much more con-
trafted, wild, and picturefque, than thofe
about Geneva : the alps of Savoy boldly
jut out into the water, and form a
{femicircular chain of mountains that
enclofe the lake, except where they are
divided by the Rhone; which flows inte
it a few leagues from Vevay,

Near Vevay is Clarens, and oppofite
1s Meillerie ;: thefe are the fcenes of

Roufleau’s Heloife. Accordingly I hired

that novel at a circulating library 1n
FLaufanne ; and continued, all the way
I paffed, examining the pofition of the

country,
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country, and comparing it with the de-

feriptions by that celebrated author.

Little things may be magnified ; but no

pencil, however animated, can come up
to the wonderful and fublime works of

nature ; and even the warm colouring

of Roufleau has not equalled the beauty

of the fituation. I read with attention

the principal parts of that admirable

performance ; and now that I had the

{cenery, as it were, before my eyes, I

‘enjoyed in the perufal fenfations which
' I'had never felt before. I dwelt more
\particularly, and with infinite pleafure,
'upon that fine letter, in which St. Preux
'relates his expedition to Meillerie acrofs
ithe lake: I confider it as the mafter-
'piece of the whole compofition; where
the pafiions of love and defpair are
'worked up almoft to madnefs. I ob-
ferved the dark gloomy rocks of Meil-
?lerie ; and am convinced, from the ap-
ipearance of the oppofite fhore, that, had .
I been on the other fide, I could have
6 difcovered



[ 3284
difcovered the very place to which St.
Preux led his Julia,and of which he gives
fo enchanting a defcription. For, al-
though there are no traces of any hiftory
like that of Juliain thefe parts; yet the
{cenery is ftrongly marked : and I am
{atisfied that almoft every {pot, which
1s mentioned in the letters, actually
exifts 1in this romantic country. For,
Roufleau himfelf pafled fome time at

different parts on the borders of the

lake, and particularly at Meillerie, about

that period of his life when he may be.

fuppoled to have written his Heloife.

Open that performance, read that let-:
ter, and confider that part of it, where =

St. Preux points out the number of
towns and villages, the continued fer-

tility and high cultivation of the Pays. :

ae Vaud, and then contrafts it with the
barren rocks of Chablais, exhibiting here.
and there a few infulated towns, which.
lie upon the very edge of the water;

you will fee at once, and in the fame,

point

R e T
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point of view, the fatal influence of
defpotifm, and the happy effects which
arife from the moft affured liberty, under
a mild and equitable government.
I am, &ec.
Laufanne, Sept. 4.

= .

BB E ROIXXV,

Yverdun, Sept. 7.

HE chain of mountains called

the %ura, begins in the canton

of Zuric, from thence extends along the
Rhine, into the canton and bithopric of
Bafil, ftretches into the canton of So-
leure and the principality of Neucha-
tel, branches out towards the Pays de
Vaud, feparates that country from
Franche. Comté and Burgundy, and
continues beyond the frontiers of the
Genevols as far as the Rhone. In va-
rious parts this chain of mountains
forms
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forms numberlefs fmall vallies upon the
heighths ; feveral of which are contained
within the diftrict of the Pays de Vaud.
The valley of the lake of %oux, is fo
called from a lake of that name, upon
the top of that part of the Jura
called Mount Joux ; and which lies
in the bailliage of Romain Motier. It

1s about twelve miles by five; of which

a circuut of above twelve miles is oc-
cupied by two lakes clofe to each other,
and which formerly, without doubt,
made but one: the largeft of thefe is
called the lake of Joux. This valley
contains feveral {mall villages confidera-
bly peopled ; and the whole is beauti-
fully checkered with fine forefts, rich
meadows, or flourithing fields of bar-
ley and oats. Befides thefe two Tlakes,
a little farther 1s a third, which lies 1
Franche Comté. One fhore of the
largeft of thefc lakes, ‘is ‘high rock,
covered with woed ; the oppofite fhore
is a gentle afcent, well cultivated and

producing
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producing grain, backed by an abrupt
ridge adorned with pines, beech, and
oak. The fmall lake «clofe to it, 1s nn
its fhape more oval, richly bordered
with corn-fields and cottages.

Near the fmall village of Abbaye, a
rivalet gufhes from the bottom of the
rock, and lofes itfelf in the largeft lake;
the water whereof has no apparent out-
let, but has certainly a f{ubterraneous
communication with the fmaller lake.
On the oppofite fhore of the latter, a
{tream iflues out, turns fome mills, and
then is loft in a hollow gulph, formed
(I fuppofe by the force of the current}
in a perpendicular rock. About two
miles farther, on the other fide of the
mountain, the river Orbe burits forth,
and 1s probably produced by the laft-
mentioned ftream here ingulphed.

This little vale 1s very populous,
containing about three thoufand inha-
bitants, all of them remarkably indui-
trious. Some few make watches, but

the
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the greateft part are employed in paliffie
ing cryftals, granites, marcafites, &o.
In the {fmall village of Pont, where we
lodged, all the inhabitants, except one
family, bear the furname of Rochat;
a name which alfo runs through the
whole village of Charboniere, with the
exception of only two families; and
1s prevalent likewife in that of Ab-
baye : the whole number of thefe Ro-
chats -amounts to above a thoufand.
I enquired whether they took the ap-
pellation from any chief, as the Scot-
tifh clans do; or whether they were
fuppofed to be defcendents of the fame
family : I was affured, that the latter
1s the falt, and that their anceftors
came originally from France.

In our afcent to this delightful vale,
and as we defcended through a variety
of hill, valley, wood, and lawn; we
had a moft extenfive profpett, compre-
hending great part of the Pays de Vaud,
the lake of Geneva with its moun-

tainous
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tainous boundary, and that of Neu-
chatel. Thefe two lakes appear, from
that high point of view, to be nearly
upon the fame level *, with no confi-
derable fwell of the country interven-
ng. |

We pafled through the beautiful val-
ley of Romain Motier to Orbe ; which,
according to antiquarians, was the moft
antient town, and once the moft power-
ful, of all Helvetia. It.was called Uréa,
and was the capital of the Pagus Ur-
bigenus: no remains however exift at
prefent of its antient {plendour. Some
antique fortifications, an old caftle, and
a round tower, are works probably of
later and more turbulent times: they
were erected, perhaps, when this coun-
try was divided into a number of petty
{overeignties. |

Orbe is an old town, placed 1n a very
romantic fituation : the country which

* According to Mr. de Luc, the lake of Neucha-
tel is 159 French feet above that of Geneva.

Yor- L Y lies
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lies round 1t, is chiefly planted with
vines. The town, which is governed
by its own magiftrates, is comprifed
within the bailliage of Echalens, belong-
ing to Berne and Fribourg : thefe two
cantons alternately fend a bailiff, who
refides at Echalens, and remains in of-
fice during five years. When Berne ap-
points the bailiff, an appeal lies from
his decifions to the fovereign council of
Fribourg ; as it does to the government
of Berne, when he is nominated by
Fribourg. By thefe means a great check
1s laid upon the exactions of the bailiff:
and I am informed, that juftice is no
where more equally adminiftered than
in thefe common bailliages of the two
cantons above-mentioned.

From Orbe we defcended into the
plain, which ftretches to the lake of
Yverdun. This plain was formerly
covered as far as Entreroches (three
leagues from its prefent pofition) and
probably farther, by that lake: it is

' now,
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#iow, for a confiderable part, a great
~ fwamp. ‘We have taken up our lodgings
at the baths of Yverdun, within a quar=
ter of a mile of the town : thefe baths
are ftrongly fulphureous, and much fre~
quented during the fummer months.
Yverdun is large, airy, and well-
built with ftone, like all the towns I have
hitherto {een in the Pays de Vaud: it
ftands not far from the lake, in a {mall
ifland formed by the two branches of
the river Thiele. Between the town
and the lake there is a pleafant lawn
extending to the water, and planted
with avenues of lime-trees: As one
looks from this plain along the lake, it
is fkirted with high land, except on the
oppofite northern fhore, the middle part
of which is quite flat, and has much
the appearance of a fea view.
Yverdun carries on fome trade, has
a few manufaétures of muflin and linen,
and is one of the paflages for the mer-
chandife which is brought from Pied-
Yi-d mont
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mont to Germany. Literature flourifhes
to a very great degree in this town;
which is celebrated alfo for its printing-
prefs. This prefs was eftablifhed the
beginning of the prefent century; but
* was entirely neglected until fome years

ago, when it was renewed, with more

{uccefs and with higher reputation than
ever, by Fefice, a Neapolitan of great
learning and abilities. -
The lake of Yverdun, or of Neu-
chatel, ftretches from fouth to north
about twenty miles in length, and in
fome places about five in breadth. The
fouth-eaft part of it, where we now
-are, 1s covered with country-houfes, be-
Ionging chicfly to the inhabitants of
Berne. To-day we dined with a gen-
tleman of that town, a member of the
fovereign council; whofe acquaintance
we made at the baths of Leuk: his
country-houfe ftands clofe to the water
at the village of Clendy; commanding
a pleafant profpect of the lake, and of

the adjacent country.
It
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It 1s fomewhat extraordinary, that
the Swifs (whofe country abounds with
fituations inconceivably noble and pic-
turefque, and where Nature wantonsin all
the luxuriant variety of her moft ftrik-
ing beauties) that the Swifs thould have
adopted the dull and taftelefs unifor-
mity of the French gardens. I have
frequently obferved, in the midft of thefe
romantic fcenes, a majeftic foreft fliced
out into little regular allies ; and at the
very borders of the fine lakes, artificial
pools of water edged with fun- burnt
parterres.

Elam: &0
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- Reuchatel,' Sept. g.
E {kirted the weft fide of the lake,
through Grandfon, the principal
town of a bailliage of that name, be-

Y in longing
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longing to Berne and Fribourg, and
‘remarkable for the battle in which
Charles the Bold, duke of Burgundy,
was defeated by the Swifs in 1476. We
entered the principality of Neuchatel
about fix miles from that town, and
pailed through St. Aubin, Boudri, Co-
. lombier, &c. each of them pleafant vil.
lages upon the borders of the water.
The road runs along the fide of the
Jura, with the lake lying below it,
through a country that refembled, in
{fome meafure, the difiri¢t of La Vaux
between Laufanne and Vevay: the fides
of the Jura are almoft the whole way
covered with vines, fupported in many
parts by low ftone walls. The bor-
ders of the lake are more uniform than
thofe of the lake of Geneva; and do
not rife into fuch high, irregular, and
grotefque alps as the coaft of Chablais.
Towards Grandfon and St. Aubin, the
country 1s more diverfified with mea-
dows and corn-fields; but nearer to
k Neuchatel
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Neuchatel the upper parts of the moun-
tains are cloathed with foreft, and the
midland and lower parts entirely planted
with vines.

Between the lake and the Jura there
are {everal rivers, which burft out from
the rock in very confiderable ftreams ;
and, after turning feveral mills, fall
into the lake at a little diftance from
their fource: moft of the rivers in this
country are formed in the fame man-
ner. The largeft of thefe is that of
La Serriere, near a {mall village of the
fame name, which we croffed to-day in
our way to Colombier, where we dined
with a family whofe acquamtance we
made at the baths of Leuk. We paffed
a very agreeable day with thefe amia-
ble perfons; by whom we were receiv-
ed with that franknefs and unaffected
eafe which characterifes true politenefs.
Indeed I cannot {peak too highly of that
genuine and unartful good - breeding,
which, in general, diftinguifhes the
Swifs gentry.

Y 4 After
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~ After dinner fome muficians of the
country gave us the Renz dzs vaches; that
famous air which was forbidden to be
played among the Swifs tro'éps in the
French fervice ; as it awakened in the fol-
diers fuch a longing recollection of their
native country, that it often pmduced
in them a fettled melancholy, and occa-
fioned frequent defertion. The French
call this fpecies of patuotm regret Za
maladie du pays. There is nothing, I

think, peculiarly ftriking in this tune;
but, as it feems to be compofed of the
moit fimple notes, the powerful effelt
its melody has been found to have upon
‘the Swifs foldiers, in a foreign land, is
the lefs furprifing.  Nothing indeed

revives fo lively a remembrance of for- .
mer {cenes, as a piece of favourite
mufic which we were accuftomed to
‘hear amidft our earlieft and deareft con-
nections : upon fuch an occafion, a long
train of aflociated ideas will neceﬁ'ar:ly
arife in the mind, and, if not totally =
felfifh,

-
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felfith, melt it into tendernefs. It is ob-
- fervable, that thofe who inhabit moun- .
tainous countries are more {ubje&
to this maladic du poys than others :
and no wonder ; as their habits of life
are eflentially different from what they
find in other parts. Accordingly, the
Scotch highlanders, and the Bifcayans,
as'well as the Swifs, when abfent from
their country, are peculiarly apt to be
affected with every thing that recalls it
to their minds.

© Under the general name of Swiffer-
land, as underftood by foreigners, the
principality of Newuchate! and Fallengin,
together with the Grifons, the Vallais,
and the republic of Geneva, are all com-
prifed : but, ftrictly {peaking, thefe are
only allies of the Swifs, and do not form
any part of that diftrict, which is called
Swifferland by the natives. The prin-
cipality of Neuchatel and Vallengin are
in alliance with the four neighbouring
cantons, Berne, Lucerne, Fribeurg, and
| Soleure :
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Soleure : but befides this general con-
federacy, the town of Neuchatel has
a particular connection with the canton
of Berne ; the inhabitants of the for-
mer being confidered as com-burghers or
fellow - citizens with thofe of the laft-
mentioned canton. The whole princi-
pality contains near forty thoufand in-
habitants ; of which there are three
thoufand in the capital : it is there the
governor refides, and the general admini-
{tration of public affairs is carried on.
The town of Neuchatel 1s fmall, It
lies partly upon the little plain between
the lake and the Jura, and partly upon
the declivity of that mountain: in con-
fequence of which fituation, fome of its
ftreets are rather fteep. At the com-
mencement of the prefent century, com-
merce was almoft wholly a ftranger here;
as the ridiculous pride of its being deem-
ed degrading generally prevailed among
them. This fenfelefs prejudice i1s now,

however, well-nigh worn out; and a

confiderablg



[ g ]

confiderable trade js carried on. The

chief article of their exportation is wine,
produced from the neighbouring vine-
yards, and much efteemed. Several
manufaétures alfo of cotton and muflin

have been eftablithed with fuccefs: and

within thefe few years, the merchants of
this town have raifed large fortunes.
I am, &c.

R SRR KRV

Neuchatel, Sept. 11.

AM charmed with an expedition we
R have juft been making to the {um-
mit of the Jura; and I will give you a
fhort account of it, while the impref-
{ion remains warm upon my mind.
The principality of Neuchatel and
Vallengin, ftretches from the lake to
the limits of Franche Comté; contain-
ing in length, from north to fouth, about
twelve

e T g
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twelve leagues, and about fix in' its
greateft breadth. The principality of
Neuchatel occupies all the plain, toge-
ther with the lower parts of the moun-
tains : while Vallengin 1s totally enclof-
ed within the Jura. Parallel chains of
the Jura run from eaft to weft, and form,
in .the moft elevated parts, {everal val-
leys. The lower grounds of this chain
are partly laid out in arable-land, but
principally in vineyards : the higher con-
{ifts of a large tract of foreft, which in
many parts has been cleared away, and
converted into confiderable pafture-lands,
intermixed with fome fields of barley
and oats. Butwhat particularly deferves
the attention of every curious traveller *
in thefe valleys, 1s the fingular genius
and induftry of the very populous in-
habitants. | |

We pailed through Vallengin, the ca-
pital of the diftrict of that name; ‘a
imall open burgh, with a modern caftle

built on the ruins of an antient one.
We
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We then croffed the 72/ de Ruz, which
contains above twenty villages, moftly
fituated on both fides at the foot of the
mountain$, which terminate the valley :
the inhabitants in general are employed
in agriculture, fome few excepted, who
follow occafionally the mechanical arts.

We arrived about mid-day at La
Chaux de Fond, alarge handfome village
lying in a broad valley which borders
upon Franche Comté : from thence we
proceeded to Locle in the fame valley,
through a continued range of pleafing
cottages, which fkirt both fides of the
road ; and fuch are {cattered likewife all
over the country. As thefe two little
towns or villages carry on the fame com-
merce ; I fhall comprehend them both
under one common defcription.

In the two burghs of La Chaux de
Fond and Locle, together with the dif-
tricts belonging to them, there may be
in the whole about fix thoufand fouls.
The genjus and induftry which fo re-

markably
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markably diftinguifh thefe fequeftered
people, is wonderful ; as in this retired
corner of the world, the mechanical arts .
flourith in thewr greateft perfection.
The inhabitants carry on an extenfive
commerce in lace, ftockings, cutlery,
and other different kinds of mer-
chandife of their own manufacture :
but watch-making, and every branch
of clock-work, are the articles in
which they particularly and eminent-
ly excel. They not only make every
utenfil employed in thofe arts, but
have invented feveral : and all forts of
workmen neceflary for the completion
of that branch of bufinefs, {uch as
painters, enamellers, engravers, gilders,
&c. are found in thefe villages ; where
it is fuppofed that, upon an average,
about forty thoufand watches are yearly
made. The genius and induftry, in-
deed, obfervable upon thefe mountains,
exhibit a {cene uncommonly pleafing ;
and no where, perhaps, (except in Ge-

neva)



[ 335 1

neva) are there fuch a number of peo-
ple apparently fo much at their eafe.
Accordingly, as every individual is fure,
not only of obtaining a comfortable
maintenance for himfelf, but of foon
placing his children alfo 1n a way of
getting their own livelihood ; they all
marry very early : for, women and chil-
dren are employed in fome of the
branches of watch-making; and a
child but of ten years old may earn ten-
pence a day, by giving the laft polith
to fteel inftruments, with the hand. And
as to the men, there are few who do
not get half-crown a day; and fome,
“nine fhillings.

Not many years ago, the greateft part
_of thefe valleys was almoft one conti-
nued foreft; but the wonder-working
powers of induftry have happily changed
the fcene into flourifhing villages and
fertile paftures. Population has en-
creafed of courfe ; and the following
fact will give you fome idea how much

3 it
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it has encreafed :—Formerly the producé
of the country was more than fufficient
for the confumption of the inhabitants ;
at prefent, although it is confiderably

more cultivated, they draw feven-eighths '
of their provifion from Franche Comte.
And no wonder ; for, befides the natu-
ral effect of their frequent and early
marriages ; every ftranger, who brings
a certificate of his good behaviour, is
at liberty to fettle here, and to carry on
any trade he thinks proper, without the
leaft reftri€tion. Here, no apprentice-
{thip is neceflary ; nothing 1s contra-
band ; and induftry exerts herfelf un-
taxed.

Befides thofe particular arts I have al-
ready mentioned, fome of the inhabi-
tants of Locle and La Chaux de Fond
are well fkilled likewife in other branches
of mechanical {fcience; and have invent-
ed feveral ufeful mathematical and af-
tronomical inftruments. Among thofe
who have eminently diftinguifhed them-

felves
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{elves in this way, is the famous Jaquet
]jmz, who 1s now at Paris ; and whofe
fon, if I am rightly informed, is at pre-
fent in England, exhibiting to the public
feveral automatical figures of a very fin-
gular and furprifing conftruction : one
of thefe plays upon the harpfichord ;
another draws landfcapes ; and, what is
{till more extlaordmary, a third copies
any word prefented to it, or writes down
whatever the company fhall pleafe to
di¢tate. Thefe are certainiy wonderful
inventions, and feem to carry the powers
of mechanifm to a high pitch ; but fll
they are mere toys, and furely an un-
worthy wafte of great genius: it is
Swift making riddles. How much more
laudably, and with equal fuccefs, might
the fame talents and application have
been employed in improving, or adding
to, thofe inftruments and apparatus,
which are neceffary to affift and facili-
tate the purpofes of the aftronomer and
natural philofopher !

Yor. L. Z ' The
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The origin of watch-making in this
part of Swifferlz{nd, as related by Mr.
Ofterwald, antient banneret of Neu-
chatel (the hiftoriographer of thefe
mountains) is extremely curious; and
the truth of his account was confirmed
to me by feveral artifts both of Locle
and La Chaux de Fond. In 1679, one
of the inhabitants brought with him
from London a watch, the firft that had
been feen in thefe parts; which hap-
pening to be out of order, he ventured
to truft it in the hands of one Daniel
John Richard, of La Sagne. Richard,
after examining the mechanifm with
great attention, conceived himfelf ca-
pable, and was determined to attempt,
to make a watch from the model before
him : but to this end he was deftitute
of every other affiftance than the powers
of his own native genius. Accordingly
he employed a whole year in inventing
and in finithing the feveral inftruments
previoufly neceflary for executing his
purpofe; and in {ix months from that
2 period,
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period, by the fole force of his own pe-
netrating and perfevering talents, he
produced a complete watch. But his
ambition and induftry did not ftop here:
befides applying himfelf fuccefsfully to
the invention of feveral new inftru-
ments ufeful for the perfection of his
work, he took a journey to Geneva,
where he gained confiderable. informa-
tion in the art. He continued for fome
time the only man in thefe parts who
could make a watch ; but bufinefs en-
creafing, he took in, and inftructed, {e-
veral aflociates ; by whofe affiftance he
was enabled to fupply from his {ingle
fhop all the demands of the neighbour-
ing country. Towards the beginning
of the prefent century he removed to
Locle, where he died in 1741, leaving
five fons, who all of them followed
their father’s occupation. From thefe
the knowledge and practice of the art
oradually fpread itfelf, till 1t at length
became almoft the univerfal bufinefs of
Z 2 the
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the inhabitants, and the principal caufe
of the populoufnefs, of thefe mountains.
~ But it i5 not merely in the articles
above-mentioned, that the inventive ge-
nius of this mechanical people 1s ob~
fervable ; it difcovers itfelf upon all oc-
cafions where it can be applied to the
purpofes of their convenience and ac-
commodations. To give you an in-
ftance : the rocks in moft parts of the
alps being exceedingly hard and folid .
the water can only make its way along
their fides, and rufh down in perpetual
torrents : but, the ftrata which compofe
the Jura being lefs firm and compat;
the rains and melted fnow penetrate
with impetuofity into the crevices, and
only difcover themfelves by breaking out
into rivulets at the bottom of the
mountains. Now the peafants, in or-
der to avail themfelves of this peculi-
arity, have erefted mills at a great ex-
pence, and with inconceivable labour,
fome yards under the rock; which are

turned



5335

turned by thofe internal torrents of wa--
ter, that force their way through the cre-
vices above-mentioned. And for this
purpofe the builders have conftruéted
wheels, in places where it feemed {carcely
practicable ; and have invented new
modes of {caffolding, and a great va-
riety of other ingenious contrivances
n order to facilitate their work.

The inhabitants of thefe feveral dif-
triéts areexceedingly courteous, and ready
to give every affiftance in their power to
ftrangers who vifit their country. They
are in general very well informed in
feveral branches of knowledge ; and, as
they ufually employ their leifure hours
in reading, there are circulating libraries
to be found in many of the villages.

Their houfes are in general fmall,
but handfome, and well-built: feve-
ral of thefe, which we entered, were
furnifhed with a degree of neatnefs,
and even elegance, peculiarly ftriking.
Indecd luxury (or what according to

the



[ 342

the fimplicity of manners is here called
{o) the never-failing attendant upon fuc-
cefsful induftry, has made no inconfi-
derable progrefs in thefe mountains : of
which I had a curious proof from an
inhabitant of Locle ; who ferioufly com-
plained to me, that it was now no un-
common circumftance for a mafter of
a family to carry his wife to {ee a play
at Befancon ; and that there were, at
this time, at leaft ten hair-dreffers ef-
tablithed at Locle; whereas fome few
years ago there was but one to be found
in the town, and in its whole diftrict.
The rock which forms the bafe of
the Jura, is moftly compofed of calca-
rious ftone; and perhaps there is no
fpot in Europe where one finds, in {o
fmall a fpace, fo large a quantity of
petrified fhells and marine plants,
Near Locle I faw a whole ridge of
hills, that feemed to confift entirely of
what are called pierres arboryfées, or
ftones with the impreflion of plants

upon them. ;
n
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In returning, we had a moft fublims
profpect of the lakes of Neuchatel, Bienﬂg
and Morat, with feveral high and rugged
chains of alps rifing one above another,
and ftretching from the cantons of Berne
and Fribourg, as far as the Vallais, and
the mountains of Chablais.

The moft perfect eafe and plenty reigns
throughout thefe mountains, and I fcarcely
faw one object of poverty during our ex-
pedition : the natural effets of induftry
under a mild and equitable government.
It 1s of thefe vallies, and of their inhabi-
- tants, that Roufleau gives fo enchanting
a defcription in his letter to Mr. D’Alem-
bert: to which I refer you.

I am, é&c.

mee a

EsBaB T EL R MXVIEL

EUCHATEL and Vallengin once
formed two diftiné principalities ;

each having a feparate and independent
government : but for fome time paft they
have been united into one. By the death
A a of
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of the dutchefs of Nemours, in 1707, the
fovereignty of Neuchatel and Vallengin
became vacant ; to which, as heir to
the prince of Orange, FredericI. king of
Pruflia (amongft many others) put in his
claim : and his right was acknowledged
by the ftates of the country. After his
death it defcended to his fon Frederic
William, who tranfmitted it with his
other dominions to the prefent monarch
Frederic II.

The conftitution of Neuchatel is a li-
mited monarchy. The machine of this
covernment is indeed actuated by fuch
nice {prings, and its wheels are fo ex-
ceedingly complicated, that it 1s very
difficult for a ftranger to diftinguifh, with
any degree of accuracy, the prerogatives
of the fovereign, and the franchifes of
the people: particularly as fome even of
their moft important privileges, depend
upon mutual acquiefcence and immemo-
rial cuftom, and not upon any written
laws. I fhall endeavour, however, as
well as I am able, to trace the principal
features of this government ; the refult

of
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of my beft enquiries during the fhort
time I continued in the country, and
which I have fince compared with all the
printed accounts I have been able to col-
lect.

Upon the acceffion of Frederi¢ I. cer-
tain general articles were drawn up, which
in a great meafure marked out the prero-
gatives of the prince, and the liberties of
the fubject ; and thefe articles were figned
and ratified by the king. But befides thefe
general articles, which his prefent majefty
upon his acceffion promifed to preferve
inviolate ; others were afterwards added at
the pacification of 1768 : and thefe put
an end to the difpute between the fove-
reign and his fubjeds of this principality.
By this pacification, the king not only re-
hewed his affent to the geweral articles ;
but alfo explained them, wherever the
tenor of them had been miftaken ; ex-
prefsly confirming alfo feveral other pri-
vileges in favour of the people, which
had hitherto been equivocal, or not duly
~ obferved.
~ The moft important of thefe general
articles are :

1.. That the {overeign promifes to

Aa 2 maintain
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maintain the reformed religion as by law
eftablifhed ; and to tolerate no other feét,
except within the diftricts of Landeron
and Croffier, where the catholic religion
is dominant.

2. That no perfon but a native of the
country, although he may be naturalifed,
is capable of holding any charge civil or
military, excepting that of governor, who
may be a foreigner ; and the fame inca-
pacity is extended even to natives, who
are in the fervice of any foreign prince
whatfoever.

3. That all the fubjetts have a right
to enter into the fervice of any foreign
power whatfoever; provided that power,
whom they ferve, be not in atual war
againft the prince, as fovereign of Neu-
chatel : and that in cafe the fovereign be
engaged 1n any war, which no way con-
cerns Neuchatel ; that {tate fhall conti-
nue neuter, except the Helvetic bﬂdy take
part in 1t *,

4. That

* The latter claufe of this article is not fo clearly
worded as it might have been; from a delicacy, [
fuppofe, of not exprefsly ftipulating, that the ftate
of Neuchatel and Vallengin may.oppofe their fove-

reign
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4. That juftice be equitably admini-
ftered : and, for this purpofe, that the
three eftates of Neuchatel and Vallengin
fhall be affembled yearly.

5. That the magiftrates and officers of
Juitice, inftead of holding their employ-
ments during pleafure, fhall enjoy them
during their good behaviour. And, by the
late pacification it was farther agreed, that
the prince 1s not himfelf the judge of their
good behaviour ; but that in order to be
deprived of their places, they muft be fully

reign by arms, in cafe the Swifs fhould be engaged
in any war againft him. It is evident, however,
that they confider their connection with the Helve-
tic body, as of fuperior obligation to that with their
_prince, as fovereign of Neucharel and Vallengin.

The remarkable claufe in queftion is as follows:

Et qi'en outre et conformement a des articles expres
et formels des franchifes tant de la bourgesifie de Neuf-
ehatel que de celle de Vallenging cet Etat ne puiffe étre
engage dans aucune guerrey, ni les fujets d'icelui oblicés
d’y marcher, que ce ne Joit pour la propre guerre du
Prince, c'gft a dire, pour la defence rf.-,' f L:m‘, et pour
les guerves que le Prince pourroit aveir en tant que
ﬁuwrmﬂ de Neufchatel ot non autrement : en Jarte que

5’1l avort guerre peur raifon de quelque autre Etat, teryes

et feignenries, I' Etat de Neufthitel ne [oit puint obi gt d’y
entrer s mais én ce cas devra demeurer dans la nentya-
lité, a moins que tout le corps Helvetigue en ginéral 'y
. ’twr part et interet,

Aajy convited
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convicted of malverfation in office, by cer-
tain judges at Neuchatel appointed for
that purpofe. |

6. That the fovereign fhall take the
accuftomed oath upon his acceffion ; and
promife to maintain all the rights, li-
berties, franchifes, and cuftoms, written
or unwritten.

It 1s remarkable, that one of the moft
eflential laws of this conftitution, de-

pends entirely upon immemorial ufage;
for, that ¢ the fovereign fhall be confi-
“¢ dered as refident only at Neuchatel,” is
in the number of their unwritten laws.
Now it 1s this law, in conjunction with
the third article juft cited, that forms
the whole bafis of their civil liberty. By
the former, the prince, when abfent, can
only addrefs his fubjects through his go-
vernor and the council of {tate; and na
fubjet can be tried out of the country,
or otherwife than by the judges appoint-
ed by the conftitution : by the latter,
thould the king of Pruffia be at war with
all Germany ; the people of Neuchatel
and Vallengin are by no means obliged
to take up arms in his defence ; but in-
dividuals may even ferve againft him, fo

long -
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Jong as the powers whom they ferve, are
not engaged in hoftilities againft their
country *,

Befides thefe general articles, that com-
prehend the privileges of the people at

* This right they ftill preferve, notwithftanding
all the attempts of the king of Prufiia to deprive them
of it. The following anecdote I had from a gen-
tleman of Neuchatel, who was perfonally acquainted
with the officer concerned :

At the celebrated battle of Rofbach, when the
Pruffian monarch gained a complete viétory over
the French army, an officer in that fervice was
taken prifoner. He had behaved in fo gallant a
manner, that the king, {truck with his valour, aftked
him his name, and his country : the officer replying,
that he was of Neuchatel : ¢ You are my fubjeét,”
faid that monarch, °¢ and yet you ferve againft me !
¢ ] make ufe of the privilege,” returned the officer,
¢ which I enjoy as a native of Neuchatel.”” Soon af-
ter this, the king fent a letter to his refident at Neu-
chatel, in which he remonfitrated againft this right:
the letter was laid before the people. The three
communities of Neuchatel, Landeron, and Boudry,
pofitively refufed to renounce this privilege ; that of
Vallengin, on the contrary, iffued out orders to all
the officers of their diftriét, who were in the French
army, immediately to quit that fervice, under pain
of being deprived of their burgherfhip. The officers
to a man remained firm in their refufal: at length
the fubject of difpute was dropped, and the recufants
continued to hold, unmolefted, their rights of bur-
gherfhip. :
h Aaag large;
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large ; there are others which the fove-
reign is equally bound to maintain, re-
lating to the town of Neuchatel and the
diftri€t of Vallengin, in particular.

The prince confers nobility, and no-
minates to the principal offices of flate,
bath civil and military, except fome few,
which the people have-a right to ap-
point : the chatelains and mayors, who
prefide in the feveral courts of juftice, =
are alfo of his nomination. His re-
venues are very moderate, {carcely a-
mounting to /. 5,000 a year. They
arife from certain domains helonging to
the fovereign, from a fmall land tax,
and from the tythes of wine and corn,
which are moftly paid according to an
antient, and confequently very low, va-
luation. With regard to commerce; no
{ubject pays any duties either of impor-
tation or exportation, except for foreign
wines imported into the town of Neu-
chatel.

During the abfence of the prince, he is
reprefented by a governor of his own ap-
pointing ; who enjoys confiderable ho-
nours indeed, but his authority is very
limited. He convokes the three eftates ;
| 6 prefides
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prefides in that affembly ; and has the
cafting vote in cafe of an equality of
voices : he has the power alfo, in crimi-
- nal cafes, of pardoning, or of mitigat-
ing the fentence. In his abfence his place
is fupplied by the fenior counfellor of
ftate.

The three eftates of Neuchatel, form
the fuperior tribunal of this country ;
and to them lies an appeal from the in-
ferior courts of juftice. They are com-
pofed of twelve judges, divided into three
eftates : the fir/f confifts of the fous
fenior counfellors of ftate, who are no-
ble: the fecond, of the four chatelains ot
Landeron, Boudry, Valde Travers, and
Thielle # ; and in cafe thele cannot {it 1
perfon, their place is {fupplied by the
refpeCtive mayors of the principality of
Neuchatel, according to a certain order
exprefsly regulated : the fbird eftate 13
compofed of four counicilors of the tawi
of Neuchatel. The judges n the firlt

* The principality of Neuchatel is divided into 2
certain number of diftriéts ; fome of which are de-
nominated chatellanies, and others mayoralties. The
chiefs of the former are called chatelains, and of
the latter mayors: in every other refpect their othice
and their power is the fame,

. and
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and fecond divifion hold their places for
Iife ; thofe in the third are appointed
annually. This body ordinarily affembles
every year in the month of May; but is
convoked extraordinarily upon particu-
lar occafions : the town of Neuchatel is
always the place of their meeting.

Thefe three eftates are not, as feveral
authors have fuppofed, the reprefenta-
tives of  the people ; nor do they poffefs
the legiflative authority. They are, pro-
perly fpeaking, the fupreme court of ju-
dicature, which receives all appeals, and
decides finally all caufes, even thofe re-
lating to the fovereignty of the country :
a power which they exercifed in the
year 1707, upon the extinftion of the
diret line in the perfon of the dutchefs
of Nemours *.

* It may be here worth remarking, that the three
eftates decided the famous caufe of the fucceflion in
1707, as a procefs between the feveral claimants of
the fovereignty. But if (in cafe of failure of claim-
ants} a new fovereign were to be chofen, or a new
form of government to be eftablifhed ; this would no -
longer be confidered as the affair of a court of judi-
cature : the queftion would come before the people
aflembled by means of their reprefentatives, the de=

puties of the four communities of Neuchatel, Lan-
deron, Boudry, and Vallengin,
The
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The council of ftate is invefted with
the ordinary adminiftration of govern-
ment ; has the fuperintendence of the
general police ; and is entrufted with the
execution of the laws. The members are
nominated by the fovereign ; and are
not limited to any particular number.
The prince has no power but in con-
junétion with this council ; in which he
is'always confidered as perfonally prefid-
ing : and the power of the prefident is
only to convoke the aflembly, to pro-
pofe the fubject of their confideration, to
collect the votes, and to decide when the
voices are equal. Previous to the iffu-
ing of any ordinance by this council, it
is laid before a committee from the coun-
cil of the town and the deputies of Val-
lengin, who are to certify, that it con-
tains nothing contrary to law.

The town of Neuchatel enjoys very
confiderable privileges: it has the care of
the police within its own diftrict, and is
- governed by its own magiftracy, confifting
of a great and little council. I will not
trouble you with a detail of the feveral
p:lepartnients s but I cannot omit mention-
ing the minifiraux ; becaufe the members

of
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of that body form the third eftate, when-
ever it 1s propofed to frame new laws, or
to amend old ones. The miniffraux are a
kind of committee from the council of the
town, and are entrufted with the admini-
ftration of the police. They confift of
the two prefidents of that council, four
mafter-burghers drawn from the little
council, and the danneret or guardian of
the liberties of the people. The fix for-
mer are changed every two years; the
banneret is chofen by the general affem-
bly of the citizens, and continues in of-
fice fix years.

The legiflative authority is divided in
fo complicated a manner, that it would
be difficult to fay precifely where it abfo-
lutely refides : perhaps the following ac-
count of the perfons concerned, and of
the forms obferved, in enacting and in
promulgating new laws, may fomewhat
affit in clearing the difficulty.

As {oon as the caufes are decided by
the three eftates affembled (as I men-
tioned above) in the month of May ; the
four judges, who form the third eftate,
retire; and their place is fupplied by the
four miniftraux, who reprefent the council

of
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of the town. ' The attorney-general then
defires the members of the three eftates to
take into confideration, whether it be ne-
ceflary to frame any new laws, or to
make any amendments in the old ones.
If any new ordinance is propofed ; a de-
claration is drawn up, and delivered to
the council of ftate for their delibera-
tion, whether any thing therein 1s con-
trary to the prerogatives of the prince, or
to the intereft of the public: from thence
it 1s communicated to the council of the
town, to be examined, whether 1t in-
fringes the privileges of the citizens of
Neuchatel. If it be adopted by the coun-
cil of ftate, and the council of the town ;
it 1s propofed to the prince for his ap-
probation or rejection : in the former
cafe, 1t 1s again carried before the three
eftates, and publicly read; after which
the governor, or prefident, declares the
approbation of the fovercign. It is then
promulgated, or, as the expreflion is,
pafled into a law by the three eftates.
Since the acceflion of the houfe of Bran-
- denbourg, the people of Vallengin are al-
ways confulted upon the framing of any
new laws, For this purpofe the three
mafter~
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mafter-burghers of Vallengin examine,
whether it contains any thing inconfiftent
with the franchifes of the people of that
diftrict : and, in that cafe, they have the
power of remonftrating to the governor
n council.

From all this detail it fhould feem, that
the legiflative authority refides conjunc-
tively in the prince, the council of ftate,
and the town ; that the people of Val-
lengin have a kind of negative voice ;
and that the three eftates propofe and
promulgate the laws.

Every year, after the breaking-up of
the aflfembly of the three eftates of Neux
chatel ; the three eftates of Vallengin,
as conftituting the fupreme court of ju-
dicature for that country, meet at their
capital burgh, and decide finally on all
appeals from the inferior courts of juftice.
The firft of thefe three eftates confifts of
the fame four noble counfellors of {tate,
who fit in the firft of the three eftates of
Neuchatel ; four mayors of the county
of Vallengin compofe the fecond eftate ;
and four members- of the court of juftice
of Vallengin, nominated by the mayor of
that burgh, conftitute the #bird. The

9 ZOVErnory
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governor, or, in his abfence, the feniof
counfellor, prefides, as in thofe of Neu-
chatel. Thefe three eftates of Vallengin
have no interference in the framing of the
laws : but, after they have been enacted
or amended at Neuchatel, in the man-
ner above-mentioned, they are fimply re-
mitted to them by the follicitor-general,
and publicly read before them..

The people of the diftrit of Vallen-
gin aflfemble every three years in an
open plain, in order to eleCt their three
mafter-burghers, as they are ftyled ; who
are refpeétively chofen from among the
inhabitants of the burgh of Vallengin,
of the Val de Ruz, and of the moun-
tains. The funftion of thefe mafter-
burghers is to watch over the general
interefts of the people :  they are alfo
in fome cafes their deputies, and ap-
pear at Neuchatel in their name, when-
ever they are fummoned by the gover-
nor and council of ftate, in relation to
any affair which particularly concerns.
~ their country.

The principality of Neuchatel is di-
vided into a certain number of diftriéts,
each of which has its criminal courts

of
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of juftice: in the county of Vallengin
there is but one for the whole diftriét.
The fpirit of their criminal laws is un-
commonly mild ; and the penalty an-
nexed to each tranfgreffion 1s marked
out with a precifion, which leaves no
‘part of the fentence to the arbitrary de-
termination of the judges. The great
circumfpection obferved in their judicial
proceedings, may fometimes indeed fa-
vour the efcape of the criminal : but
the very few inftances which occur of
atroclous crimes, 1s a proof that this
humane caution is no encouragement to
tranfgreflors ; as it is a ftrong prefump-
tion alfo of the general good morals of
the people. In a word, and to fpeak
of the temper of their legiflation in the
higheft terms of encomium, as well as
with the ftriteft truth ; perfonal li-
berty is as tenderly and as fecurely pro-
teCted by the laws of this country, as
by thofe of our own moft invaluable
conftitution. :

When the criminal is arrefted, he is
immediately brought to trial : after
which, the fentence is read to him in-
prifon. The next morning the prifoner -

is
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is again brought before the judges, af-
fembled in the cpen air; the whole for=
mer proceedings on the trial are read
aloud, and the judges once more deliver
their opinion: by thefe means time is
given for farther deliberation. In cafe
the fentence is capital; the governor is
made acquainted without delay with the
circumftances of the crime: and if he
does not remit or foften the punifh-
ment, the fentence is immediately put
m execution. I am forry to add, that
forture (though feldom made ufe of) is
not abfolutely abolifhed : 1t 1s the only
circumftance wanting to render their
code of penal laws, an admirable model

of juftice tempered with humanity.’
Such are the general outlines of this
remarkable conftitution, by which the
liberties of the people are as well, and
perhaps better, fecured than even in
the democratical cantons :-for, although
the moft defpotic prince in Germany is
fovereign, his power is exceedingly li-
mited. Among thofe circumftances with
which I was more particularly ftruck in
this government, I cannot but mention
the very liberal encouragement given to
B b all
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all ftrangers, who choofe to fettle in the
country. They enjoy every poffible pri-
vilege of trade and commierce; and one
can fcarce meet with any ftate, where
fewer eflential diftinctions are made be-
tween thefe and the natives. 1 have al-
ready obferved to you, the good effetts
which this enlarged policy has had, with-
in the prefent century, on the popula-
tion of Neuchatel and Vallengin : where-
as, a narrower and more contracted prin-
ciple in fome of the neighbouring Swifs
cantons, unwifely with-holding them from
giving encouragement to the fettling of
ftrangers among them ; has occafioned,
and continues to occafion, a very ma-
nifeft decreafe of their people.
I am, &c.

L ECDATE RSN RY

Morat, Sept. 13.
N our way to Avenches we croffed
the river Thiele, which iffues from
the lake of Neuchatel, and difcharges
itfelf into that of Bienne: this river
feparates the principality of Neuchatel
from
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from the canton of Berne. Thiele is
a diftriCt of the province of Neucha-
tel, and contains feveral villages in a
tract of level country which produces
wine, corn, and fruit : a fpirit of in-
duftry prevails' among the inhabitants,
particularly thofe of the villages of Thiele
and St. Blaife.

Morat 1s a bailliage belonging to Berne
and Fribourg: the reformation was in-
troduced here in 1530, by the majority
of voices, in prefence of the deputies
of Berne and Fribourg. The free {pirit
of the Swifs governments is in no in-
ftance more remarkably apparent, than
by the mode they obferved in embracing,
or rejecting, the reformation ; as, in many
other towns befides Morat, the queftion
was fairly put to the vote, and the mi-
nority generally fubmitted to the deci-
fion of the greater number, with perfect
acquiefcence,

This town f{tands upon the edge of
a fmall lake (about fix miles long, and
two broad) in the midft of a well-cul-
tivated country. The lakes of Morat and
Neuchatel are parallel to each other, and
feparated only by a fmall hill : the forme
| Bb 2 1§
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is the higheft; for, it difcharges itlelf
by means of the river Broye, into the
latter. According ‘to Mr. de Luc, the
lake of Morat is fifteen French fect (about
fixteen of our meafure) above the level
of that of Neuchatel. Both thefe lakes,
as well as that of Bienne, formerly ex-
tended much farther than their prefent
limits : and I have little doubt, from the
pofition of the country, that they were
once united.

Morat 1s celebrated for the obftinate
fiege it fuftained in 1476 againft Charles
the Bold, duke of Burgundy ; which was
followed by the battle of Morat : in this
famous engagement, the duke was routed,
and his whole army almoft entirely de-
ftroyed, by the confederate Swifs troops.
Not far from the town, and clofe to the
high road, there ftill remains a monu-
ment of this victory : 1t 1s a {quare build-
ing, filled with the bones of the foldiers
belonging to the duke of Burgundy’s
army, who were {lain at the fiege and in
the battle : and indeed, by the quantity
of thefe bones, it appears, that the num-
ber of the flaughtered was confiderable,
"Over the building are feveral infcriptions
11}
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in Latin and German, relative to that
memorable victory, I tranfcribed the fél-

lowing on account of its elegant concifgs
nefs :

Deo Opt : Max :

Carcli Inclyti et Fortiffim:
Burgundice Ducis Exercitus
Muratum obfidens ab Helvetiis
Ceafus boc_fui Monumentum reliquit
Ann : 1476.

This war, which Charles the Bold
carried on againft the Swifs with a te-
 merity peculiar to himfelf, forms a me-
morable @ra in the hiftory of this coun=-
try ; and was attended with fome very
extraordinary circumfitances. From the
time of the famous revolution in 1308,
which gave rife to the Helvetic confede-
racy, to the end of the following cen-
tury, the Swifs republics ftripped the
houfe of Auftria of all their territories
that lay within Swiflerland ; and conti-
nued in poffeflion of them, notwith-
ftanding the various attempts made by
the different dukes to recover their loft -
domains. Among thefe, Sigifmond the

Simple, archduke of Auftria of the branch
B'D 3 aof
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of Tyrol, was more particularly engaged
in perpetual hoftilities with the Swifs
cantons, and their allies : for, his he-
reditary dominions in Suabia and Al-
face bordered upon Swifferland, and in-
duced him to enter more frequently into
thefe quarrels, than the other branch
of that houfe, which was in poffeffion
of the imperial throne.

In the courfe of thefe hoftilities, Si-
gifmond was compelled to cede a confi-
derable part of his territories to the Swifs
republics ; particularly the rich country
of Thurgaw was yiclded to the feven
cantons, which at that period compofed
the Helvetic league *. Thefe repeated
lofles, and the humiliating conditions of
peace he was conftrained to accept in
1468, filled him with refentment ; and
he endeavoured to engage fome of the
neighbouring powers to join with him in
a confederacy againft the Swifs cantons.
For this purpofe, he firft applied to
Louis XI. king of France; but not fuc-
ceeding, he addrefled himfelf to Charles
the Bold, duke of Burgundy.

* Berne obtained the co-regency of Thurgaw
st the peacc of Araw, 1712, =~
That
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- That prince having fucceeded to the
pofieffion of Franche Comte, Burgundy,
Artois, and Flanders, together with the
greateft part of the now Umted Pro-
vinces ; his revenues were as ample, and
his territories as extenfive, as thofe of
the moft potent fovereign of his time.
Magnificent, impetuous, and enterprifing,
he fet no bounds to his reftles ambi-
tion ; nor neglected any opportunity of
enlarging his domains and aggrandifing
his power. He had formed the plan of
ereting his dominions into a monarchy ;
and had already in imagination appro=-
priated to himfelf Lorraine and part of
Swiflerland ; which he propofed to con-
quer, and annex to his hereditary terri-
tories.
~ A prince of fuch a character could
not but be well-difpofed to liften to any
overtures, or to undertake any war, that
might advance his projected fchemes.
Accordingly, Charles received with eager-
nefs the propofitions which Sigifmond
made him; flattered him with the hopes
of beftowing upon him in marriage his
daughter Mary, heirefs of his extenfive
dominions ; and prevailed upen that cre-
Bb 4 dulous
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dulous prince to furrender to him Sund-
gaw, Alface, Brifgaw, and the four Fo-
reft-towns, as a pledge for the fecurity
of eighty thoufand florins : upon the re-
payment of which fum, the provinces in
queftion were to be reftored.

By this treaty, Sigifmond acquired a
fum of money to affift him in his pre-
parations againft the Swifs ; protected,
as he thought, his hereditary !dominions
from their enterprifes ; and fecured a
powerful ally again{t the antient ene-
mies of his family. The reverfe, how-
ever, proved to be the event: for, by a
ftrange fatality, this treaty, which was
to cement the union of the two princes,
and to engage them to attack conjointly
that formidable people; ferved only to
divide the contrading parties; and oc-
cafioned the firft perpetual alliance be-
tween the Swifs cantons and a prince of
the houfe of Auftria,

Charles, upon the conclufion of this
alliance, informed the Swifs cantons, that
he had taken Sigifmond under his pro-
tection, and would defend him to the ut-
moft of his power. Meanwhile, the bai-
Iiffs, whom he placed over his new-ac=

quired
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quired territories in Alface, opprefled the
people 5 laid embargoes upon the com-
merce of Mulhaufen, a {mall town con-
federated with the cantons; and withheld
the rents of the eftates belonging to the
Swifs in Sundgaw and Alface.

Thefe grievances were laid before
Charles in an embafly, which Berne dif-
patched to his court in the name of the
allied cantons. The duke received it with
haughtinefs; and after having obliged the
deputies to kneel down, while they de-
livered in their remonftrance, difmified
them without an anfwer. This difdainful
and 1gnominious treatment was ill brooked
by a free people, unaccuftomed to crouch
before the infolence of power; and the
warmth of their juft indignation was ftill
more inflamed by the artful policy of
Louis XI. who, jealous of the duke of
Burgundy’s power, now entered into a
defenfive alliance with the eight cantons,
in conjun&ion with the republics of Fri-
bourg and Soleure, in order to counteract
the dangerous defigns of that ambitious
prince.

But Louis fhill farther ftrengthened the
Swifs, by effefting a reconciliation be-
= ; tween
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" tween them and Sigifmond: for, the latter
had no {ooner furrendered to Charles
thofe towns which he had mortgaged to
him upon the terms above-mentioned,
than he began to be fenfible of the error
he had committed. The duke of Bur-
gundy not only opprefled thofe people,
but feemed determined, even fhould the
80,000 florins be repayed, to keep pof-
feflion of thefe conditional territories:
and he avoided alfo the fulfilling of the
promife he had made of beftowing his
daughter upon the archduke. From thefe
confiderations, the latter was eafily in-
duced, through the mediation of Louis,
to throw himfelf under the protetion
of the Swifs; and he concluded with them
the famous treaty, which was confirmed
the twentieth of January, 1474, in the
general diet affembled at Lucerne.

This alliance 1s called the bereditary
union ; an appellation, appropriated to
the treaties made with the houfe of Auf-
tria ; as thofe, contraéted with France,
are denominated treaties of perperual peace.
By the alliance in queftion, Sigifmond
renounced all right to the provinces which
the Swifs had conquered from the houfe

| of
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of Auftria: the two contracting parties
entered into a defenfive alliance, and en-
gaged to guarantee reciprocally each other’s
territories. Thus the Swifs, after having
ftripped Sigifmond of all his pofleffions
in their country, ftipulated with him, to
fupport his right to thofe very provinces,
which he had mortgaged in order to
{trengthen his arms againft themfelves :
and Sigifmond was under the mortifying
neceffity of accepting the guarantee of the
moft inveterate enemies of his family.
This treaty, which entirely changed the
defigns and altered the policy of the Swifs
republics, was folely brought about by
the artful intrigues of Louis XI.; and
the jealoufy of that defigning monarch
turned into another channel the vaft pre-
parations of the duke of Burgundy: pre-
parations which would probably have been
attended with more fuccefs, had they been
directed againft France. |
Charles perceived, when it was too late,
the imprudence of his behaviour towards
the Swifs republics; and he now tried
every method to engage them in a neu-
trality : but they rejected his propofals of
‘reconciliation with firmnefs ; prepared for
a war,
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@ war, which now appeared incvitable,
‘with their ufual vigour ; and even ad-
vanced the 80,000 florins to Sigifmond,
who demanded the reftitution of his lands,
and which the duke of Burgundy evaded
under various pretexts. The latter hav-
ing concluded a feparate peace with Louis
{who generally duped every ftate, with
which he entered into alliance, and kept
the moft folemn treaties no longer than
they were {ubfervient to his own intereft)
entered Swiflerland with an army of fixty
thoufand men ; and, laying fiege to Grand-
fon, carried it by affault. But his fuc-
cefs ended here: for, at the fubfequent
battles of Grandfon and Morat, he was
totally defeated, and his attempts upon
Swifferland entirely foiled *. Neverthe-

lefs,

* Charles entered Swiflerland confident of fub-
duing that country. The effe@ which this unex-
pected and humiliating difappointment had upon his
Apirits and conftitution, is related by Philip de Co-
mines, with his ufual minutenefs, in his Memoirs
addrefled to Angelo Cattho, archbifhop of Vienne
in Dauphiné, His account is curious, and will
give fome ideca of the violent and impetuous chae
ralter of Charles : :

¥ His concern and diftra&ion for his firft defeat
; € af
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lefs, his reftlefs and ambitious fpirit re-
mained {till unfubdued ; and it impelled

him to attack the duke of Lorraine. But

that prince, having engaged a body of
eight thoufand Swifs in his pay, had the
good fortune (for which he was very
much indebted to the valour of thofe
troops) to obtain a complete victory, near
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at Grandfon was fo great, and made fuch deep im-
preflion on his {pirits, that it threw him into a
violent and dangerous fit of ficknefs : for, whereas
before, his choler and natural heat was fo great,
that he drank no wine, only in the morning he
took a little tifane, {weetened with conferve of
rofes, to refreth himfelf; this {fudden melancholy
had fo altered his conftitution, he was now
forced to drink the ftrongeft wine that could be
got, without any water. And, in order to draw
the blood from his heart, fome burning tow was
put into the cupping-glafles, and applied to his
fidle. But this, my lord of Vienne, you know
better than I ; for, your lordthip attended on
him during the whole courfe of his illnefs, and
fpared no pains that might contribute to his re-
covery : and it was by your perfuafion that the
duke was prevailed upon to cut his beard, which
was of a prodigious length. In my opinion his
underftanding was never fo perfe&t, nor his fenfes
fo fedate and compofed, after this fit of ficknefs,
as before.” Uwedale’s Tranf. Vol. 1. p. 423.

Nancy,
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Nancy, over Charles, who loft his life i
the battle *.

His death put an end to this bloody
war ; from which, although the Swifs
gave indeed the moft diftinguifhing proofs
of their invincible valour, and fpread the
fame of their military virtues through-
out all Europe, they derived no folid
advantage . In fact, the principal

and

® The death of Charles at the battle of Nancy,
was attended with fonie very extraordinary circums-
ftances ; for the particulars of which, fee the cu~
rious aceount, extracted fram Philip de Comines,
and the Chronique Scandaleufe of John de Troyes,
in Wraxal’s interefting Memoirs of the Kings of

France of the Houfe of Valois.
t+ ““ And what,” fays Comines, ‘¢ was the oc-
¢ cafion of this war? It was begun on account of
¢¢ a waggon of fheep-fkins, which the lord of Ro-
¢ mont took from a Swifs, who was pafling through
¢¢ his territories. If God had not abandoned the
“¢ duke, it is not probable, that he would have put
¢ himfelf into fo much danger for fo trifling a
¢¢ circumftance ; confidering the offers that were
¢ made to him ; againft what fort of people he
¢ was engaged ; and from whence neither profit
“ nor glory could accrue to him. For, the Swifs
¢ were not in {uch repute, as they are in at pre-
¢ fent, and nothing could be poorer: infomuch
¢ that one of their embafladors, as he was endea-
¢ vouring

3
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and almoft fole benefit refulting from
it, accrued to Louis XI; as by the death .
of Charles, he not only got rid of
a dangerous and enterprifing rival, but
alfo annexed the rich provinces of Bur-
gundy and Artois to the crown of
France.

But, notwithftanding the immediate
advantages to the Swifs, by the death of
the duke of Burgundy, were in them{elves
unimportant ; yet the confequences of it
operated very confiderably on their future
politics. Mary of Burgundy, the only fur-
viving child and heirefs of Charles, mar-
ried the archduke Maximilian, eldeft {on
of the emperor Frederic III. and after-
wards emperor himfelf. By this marriage,
the houfe of Auftria acquired the pofleflion
of the Low-Countries; and having fre-
quent difputes to fettle with France, re-
lating to thofe territories which border
upon that kingdom ; the alliance of the

¢ vouring to prevent the duke from engaging in
¢ that war, remonftrated ; that he could gain no-
¢ thing by attacking them: for, their country was
¢ {o barren, that the fpurs of his troops and the
¢¢. bits of their horles were worth more, than could
¢ be furnifhed by all the Swifs territories, in cafe
$¢ they were conquered.”

[ 2]
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Swifs was ftrenuoufly courted by both
parties. And thus this country, being
{ecured from all enterprifes from with-
out ; acceded as occafion offered to the
two rival powers ; affifting each party
by turns, as the intrigues, or rather as
the fubfidies, of the one or the other pre-
vailed.

Thefe intrigues gave rife to different
alliances, contrated with the houfe of
Auftria, the kings of France, the pope,
and the dukes of Savoy and Milan.——
But, not to enter more minutely into
their hiftory, I will only obferve in ge-
neral, that hitherto the Swifs had acted
with great difintereftednefs in all their
treaties, and had never taken the field
but either to fecure their liberties, or to
drive their enemies out of Swiflerland.
It was about the period of the Burgun-
dian war, that the fubfidies which they
obtained from Louis XI. taught them
the difgraceful arts of mercenary poli-
tics ; as the rich plunder which they
took from the duke of Burgundy gave,
in fome meafure, the firft taint to that
wonderful fimplicity of manners, for
which they had before been fo happily

i diftinguithed :
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diftinguifhed : till at length, Swifs ve-
nality has become a kind of proverbial

expreflion;
I am, &c.

L.EET E'R.__XXX.

Avenches, Sept. 13.

HERE is fcarcely any antient
town that has occafioned more
controverfy among antiquarians, or that
has given rife to fuch variety of con-
jeCtures concerning its original and im-
portance, as Avenches, the principal
burgh of a bailliage in the Pays d¢ Vaud.
Some contend that it was the capital of
all Helvetia ; becaufe Tacitus calls it
Aventicum gentis caput : while others have
endeavoured to prove, that by this ex-
preflion the hiftorian meant only to de-
note the capital town of its particular
pagus or d_ii’tri&. Agreeably to {fome
accounts, the city was built, and a Ro-
man colony founded there, by Vefpa-
fian : accordmg to others (and with more
probability) it was only repaired and
beautified by that emperor, after it had
Ce been
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been laid wafte and almoft ruined, by
Vitellius.

Without entering however into difcuf~
fions of this dry and uninterefting kind,
this much at leaft is certain ; that it was
formerly a very confiderable town, and
under the dominion of the Romans.
This appears not only from feveral mile-
ftones, found in many parts of the Pays
de Vaud, moft of which are numbered
from _Aventicum, as the principal place
of reference ; and alfo from various
other infcriptions ; but more particu-
larly from the ruins ftill exifting. I fhall
flightly mention a few of the Ilatter,
merely to fhew you it is not without
evidence that thefe good people boaft of
their antiquity.

We traced the ruins of the antient
walls, which appear to have enclofed a
fpace near five miles in circumference.
The prefent town occupies but a very
inconfiderable part of this ground ; the
remainder is covered with corn-fields and
meadows. One of the antient towers
fHll exifts : it is a femicircular building,
with the convex fide turned towards the
town, '

We



L %% 1

We were fhewn a very curious mo-
faic pavement, difcovered fome years ago
in ploughing up a field. It is now in-
clofed by a barn, which being let to
fome peafants, the ignorant occupiers
are taking the moft effe¢tual method to
deftroy this elegant piece of antiquity as
faft as pofiible. We found it ftrew-
ed all over with tobacco - plants : and
indeed they not only cover it with
damp herbs, which deaden the colours
and rot the pavement ; but {fuffer every
perfon who enters to take away bits.
Even the Meflis. of Berne were fo in-
fenfible of the value of this admirable
relic of antient genius, that they per-
mitted the count of Caylus to take up
one of the pannels ; upon which the fi-
gures of two fatyrs, reprefented as em-
bracing, were greatly admired for the
exquifite beauty of the execution. The
count defigned to have conveyed them
to Paris, but was difappointed : for, by
the unfkilfulnefs of the perfons employ-
ed in removing them, the pannel was

broken to pieces.
This fine mofaic was the floor of an
antient bath, and 1s about fixty feet in
Cie'a Jength
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length and forty in breadth : the ge-
neral form is perfect ; and, although fe-
veral parts are broken off and loft, yet
from what remains we could eafily trace
the configuration of the whole.

The pavement confifts of three ge-
neral compartments : thofe at each ex-
tremity are regularly divided into fifteen
o&agons, eight {mall fquares, and fix-
teen fmall triangles. Five of thefe oc-
tagons in each compartment, reprefent-
ed human figures in various attitudes,
but chiefly Bacchanalian men and wo-
men : the remaining oftagons were com-
pofed of three different patterns, an-
{wering to each other with great exalt-
nefs. 'The vacant parts between the
oftagons are filled with the {mall {quares;
and towards the outward border, with
the fmall triangles above - mentioned.
The middle compartment 1s divided into
oblong pannels ; in the largeft of which
15 an oltagon bath of white marble, of
about fix feect in diameter, and a foot
and an half deep : the fides of the bath
are ornamented with dolphins. Of thefe
three compartments one is almoft per-

fect; the two others are very much de-
faced,
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faced. Each of the pannels are encir-
cled with feveral borders prettily diver-
fified ; and a general border enclofes the
whole.

Schmidt, in his Recuei! & Antiquités de
la Suiffe, ingenioully conjectures, from a
glory which encircles a head of Bac-
chus in this mofaic, that it was wrought
during fome part of the intervening age
between Vefpafian and Marcus Aurelius ;
becaufe that mark of divinity is never
feen upon any monuments of Roman
antiquity prior to that period. He adds,
that the fame kind of g/sry is obferved up-
on the head of Trajan in an antient paint-
ing at Rome; upon that of Antoninus
Pius on a medal ; and on the arch of
Conftantine. He firengthens this con-
jeture, by farther remarking, that the
head-drefs of one of the Bacchanalan
women reprefented in this mofaic, re-
fembles the head-drefs on the medals of
the emprefles Plotina and Sabina *.

From thence we were conducted to
the ruins of an antient amphitheatre,

* The curious reader will find in the Recyei! cited
in the text, a very accurate defcription and engrav-
ing of this mofaic, '

Ccy within
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within the walls of the bailiff’s garden,
The general form and fize of this build-
ing remain tolerably perfect, as alfo fome
parts of the walls which enclofed it.
The diameter of the arena might be about
eighty yards, as far as we could judge
by pacing it ; which muft neceflarily in-
deed have been a very uncertain eftimate :
for, one of the former bailiffs filled up
the hollow with a confiderable quantity
of earth, in order to plant it with fruit-
trees ; wifely conceiving, I fuppofe, that
to have good fruit was of more value,
than to be able to determine the precife
extent of all the antient amphitheatres
that ever exifted. Under a tower (part
of which 1s built of Roman materials)
is a cell of about 24 feet by eighteen,
and nearly 20 in heighth, from whence
the animals were probably let loofe upon
the combatants, On the outfide are fhill
to be {een the remains of five dens: and
all over the walls, which are formed of
brick and mortar, there are feveral p:eces
of rude {culpture confiderably defaced.

Not far from thefe ruins ftands a |
large column of white marble, about 5o =
fect in heighth, compofed of immenfe

mafles,

A
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malles, nicely joined together without ce-
ment ; and near it lies {cattered a con-
fiderable fragment of defaced fculpture:
it has much the appearance of having
been once the portal of fome magnificent
temple. At a {mall diftance from this
column, in the high road, we obferved
a cornice, confifting of a large folid block
- of white marble, which probably belong-
ed to the fame building: the fculpture,
which is not without merit, reprefents
urns and griffins. As we walked through
the town, we remarked feveral other
enormous malles of cornice, ornamented
with fea-horfes and urns; as alfo fome
marble columns of beautiful proportions.
About a mile from Avenches, near
the village of Coppet, are the remains
of a fmall aqueduét: it is on the other
fide of a little ftream, which feparates
the canton of Fribourg from that of
Berne. It was difcovered about fifteen
years ago, by the accidental falling of a
hill of fand which covered the aque-
duct, and in its fall demolithed a part
of it. The outfide is formed of ftones
and mortar, and the infide of a red
cement, as hard as the old Roman tile:
Cc4 the
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the vault of the arch may be about
two feet and an half high, and one
and an half broad. This aqueduét has
been traced to the eaft-fide of the town,
and alfo to near the high marble co-
lumn before-mentioned. We were in-
formed that it extends to the tower of
Gaufa, between Vevay and Laufanne ;
and that between Villarfel and Mar-
naw, about four leagues from Cap-
pet, the folid rock is cut th: rouch in an
arch of nearly the fame dimenfions. But
whether thefe feveral parts actually com-
municated with each other, or indeed
whether they really exift ; are fads
which, (having only vmw'ed thofe re-
mains that are vifible near this town) I
muit be contented to reft on the credit of
m)r li]fw, IMErs.

I am, &ec.

L E. T E-RvesXou Xy

Fribourg, September T4
HE town of Fribourg was built ._
4. In 1179, by Berchtold 1V, duke of
Zmrmgen who endowed it with confider-
able :{f
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able privileges. Upon the extintion of
the male line of the houfe of Z=zringen,
in 1218 *, Ulric of Kybourg obtained the
ﬁavelezo‘nty of the town, in right of his
wife Anne, fifter of the laft duke Berch-
told V. It came by marriage into the
pofiefiion of Eberhard count of Habf-
bourg - Lauffenbourg ; who fold it to
his coufin Rhodolph of Habfbourg, af-

terwards emperor, and founder of the
houfe of Auftria. During this period
a continual rivalfhip {ubfifting between

* The houfe of Zzringen was defcended from
the antient counts of Alface, by Berchtold count
of Brifgaw. His grandfon, Berchtold II, built
the caftle of Zeringen ; from which Berchtold
II1. took the title of duke. That caftle was fitu-
ated near a village of the fame name, not far
from the prefent town of Freyburg, capital of the
Brifgaw. Berchtold V, the laft duke, was cuofen
emperor in 1198, in oppofition to the houfe of Sua-
bia; but refigned in favour of Philip. Upon his
death his territories were divided between his col-
lateral heirs, the dukes of Teck, and his two fifters
Agnes and Anne. The former married Egeno, count
of Urach; by which marriage he obtained poflef-
fion of Freyburg in the Brifgaw ; and his pofterity
were called counts of Freyburg, Anne married
Ulric, count of Kybourg : their daughter Hedwige,
was wife of Albert count of Habfbourg, and mg-
ther of the em peror Rodolph I,

Berne
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Berne and Fribourg, _they were fre-

quently engaged in mutual hoftilities :
at length, however, all differences were
compofed ; and the two cities, in 1403,
entered into a perpetual alliance.
Fribourg continued under the domi-

nion of the houfe of Auftria, and was

a party in all the quarrels in which
that family were engaged with the Swifs
republics, until the middle of the fif-
teenth century; when, by a very fin-
gular revolution, it renounced all alle-
giance to Albert archduke of Auftria, and
brother to the emperor Frederic III; and
put itfelf ynder the proteftion of the
duke of Savoy. From this @ra it occa-
fionally aflifted the cantons againft the
houfe of Auflria ; and in the war be-
tween the Swifs and Charles the Bold,
the troops of this republic had a fhare
in the victories of Grandfon and Morat.
Soon after the laft of thefe battles, the
houfe of Savoy, at the interceffion of
Berne, renounced all right and title to the
rown.of Fribourg. By this means fhe
became a free and independent republic ;
and, 1n 1481, was admitted, together
with Soleure, a member of the Helvetic
confederacy. The
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The government of Fribourg is entirely
ariftocratical, the fovereign and legiflative
authority being vefted in the great coun-
cil, confifting of 200 ; the members of
which are chofen by that council, and
from a few patrician families. 'The little
council of 24, in which refides the execu-
tive power ; and the fecret council, con-
fifting of 60 members ; are {fub-divifions
of the great council. I fhall not enter
into a minute detail of this government;
which refembles (fome inconfiderable dif-
ferences excepted) the other ariftocratical
ftates of Swifferland. The moft remark-
able circamiftance that diftinguifhes it, 1s
the mode of eletting the members of the
{ecret and of the little council. The names
of the candidates are placed privately in a
box, containing as many divifions as there
are perfons who folicit the charge. Into
each of thefe partitions the {ufirages are
thrown ; and the feveral eleCtors put in
their ballots, as chance directs, without
knowing to which of the candidates they
may happen to give their vote: and he
who has the moft of thefe cafual ballots 1s
chofen. This method has the appear-
ance of effectually guarding againfl fa-

6 mily -
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mily influence : neverthelefs, if it be con=
fidered, that the candidate can only be
taken from certain families, and under cer-
tain reftriCtions ; it may well be queftion-
ed, whether it f{ufficiently anfwers the
‘purpofe for which it was intended.

This canton is entirely catholic. It is
fuppofed to contain above 60,000 fouls,
without including the town ; in which
there are about 6,c00. Its territory
confifts chiefly of excellent pafture ;
produces fome corn, and but little wine.
"t he commerce here 1s too inconfider-
able to be mentioned : and literature
18 by no means in a more flourithing
ftate. The town ftands on a hill in
a very fingular fituation, half encircled
by the river Sane; the banks whereof
are formed by naked perpendicular rocks ;
but the adjacent country exhibits a beau-
tiful variegated fcene of rifing grounds,
rich meadows, and fine forefts.

This republic draws confiderable fub-
fidies from France, both in money and
falt; and it is computed that, in pro-
portion to its fize, none of the other
cantons have fo many troops in that
fervice. It has long been a controverted

queftion,
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queftion, whether Swifferland gains or
lofes by furnithing fuch numbers of
her natives to ferve in foreign armies.
That the fidelity of thefe troops is fo
well recognifed, as to be chofen above
all others to be the life-guards of feveral
fovereigns ; is a circumftance, which in
that refpect, undoubtedly, redounds much
to the honour of the national charater
of the Swifs : but, on the other hand,
to traffic with the blood of their fub-
jects, and let them out, for paltry fub-
fidies, to fight the battles of any king,
in any caufe ; feems to betray a merce-
nary {pirit, uncontrouled by confidera-
tions of juftice and humanity. It has
been urged, that were it not for their
furnifhing thefe fupplies to foreign na-
tions, Swiflerland would be over-ftocked
with inhabitants ; and that the people
would be obliged, like the northern hives
of old, to emigrate for f{ubfiftence: for,
in many parts there is no commerce ; and
the mountainous tracts of this country
cannot {upply fufficient provifion for fuch
a numerous people. In reply to this rea-
foning, it may be alledged, that they do
not make ufe of all the refources in their

3 power :
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power : commerce might be more geneé-
ra]l}f cultivated and encmuraged; as there
is no part of Swiflerland which is far re-~
moved from fome of the principal rivers
and great lakes, all of which have a di-
rect communication with the fea.

But, to be convinced that they have
not exhaufted all the advantages to which
they might refort ; let them look back on
antient Greece, and the immenfe popu-
loufnefs in fo confined a eountry ; or,
what 1s more open to their obfervation,
let them confider the prefent ftate of the
United Provinces, and the abundancethofe
induftrious people enjoy on a tratt of
land fnatched from an element perpetu-
ally reclaiming its prior occupancy. But
the Swifs need not be fent to antient or
foreign nations for examples : they have
them much nearer home. Geneva and
St. Gallen are, for their extent, exceed-
ingly populous ; and yet the natural pro-
ductions of their lands are by no means
fufficient to {upport all the inhabitants.
Appenzel is entirely mountainous, as well
as the diftri@ of Vallengin, neverthelefs
both thofe countries are remarkably well
peopled; and they derive from the neigh-

bouring
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bouring nations, by means of their cont-
merce and induftry, all the neceffaries of
life in great abundance. fndecd Swilfer-
land is fo far from being over-ftocked
with people, that in moft of the sreat
towns there is a manifeft want of inha-
bitants. Nor is this depopulation con-
fined to the towns alone: for, feveral parts
of this country, and more particularly
the Pays de Vaud, are confiderably lefs
peopled than they were in the 1aft cen-
tury ; infomuch that hands are frequently
wanting for the common purpofes of
agriculture.

Thefe refleCtions feem to prove the
miftaken policy of Swiflerland, in letting
out her troops to foreign ftates : but
the evil 1s too deeply rooted to admit of
a fpeedy cure. Individuals, it is true, make
fortunes by this kind of traffic, but the
public fuffers. Some circumftances, how-.
ever, may be remarked in its favour
as by this practice the feveral cantons not
only have in conftant referve, without
the leaft expence, a body of well-difci-
plined forces, which they can recall at a
moment’s warning ; but it becomes the
intereft, for that reafon, of thoft foreign

powers,
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powers, whom they furnifh with thefd
troops, not to foment any divifions among
the United States,’'which might render the
prefence of their troops neceffary at home.
Add to this, that the privileges which
the Swifs enjoy in France, and the very
advantageous articles, relating to com-
merce, fecured to them in all their trea-
ties, feem to ftrengthen the argument for
continuing their conneions of this kind
with that kingdom.—Having thus ftated
the principal topics, which are urged by
the oppofite partizans of this contro-
verted queftion ; I will leave you to de-
termine on which fide the balance pre-

vails. g
We are now at the fmall village of
Neuneck, in our way to Berne : we made
a little circuit to this place, in order to
fee an hermitage, that lies about a league
from the town of Fribourg; and which
has been much talked of, on account of
the fingularity of its conftruction. It is
formed in the folid rock ; and the chief
curiofity confifts in its having been the
work of two men : as fuch, it is an afto-
nithing performance, but, in any other
refpect, it 1s hardly worth vifiting., In
the
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the laft century an hermit {fcooped out 2
hollow in this rock, juft fufficient for
him to lie at his full length: but his
fucceffor defiring a more commodious
manfion, hewed, in thé heart of the
mountain, a chapel, feveral apartments,
ftair-cafes, &c. The length of the whole
is above 400 feet. One room is go feet
long, and 20 broad; the fteeple of the
chapel, if it may be fo called, is So feet
high, and the chimney of the kitchen
" 9o. The hermit who perforated this
dwelling in the rock, was near thirty
years at the work. What a wretched
wafte of time and indufiry! But fuch
15 the folly of fequeftered fuperftition,
that, for want of better occupations to
employ the mind, it frequently has re-
courfe to laborious trifles.  The fitua-
tion of this hermitage is beautiful : the
rock 1 which it i1s cut, hangs over the
river Sane, which meandring through two
chains of hills covered with wood, fills
up all the valley beneath. The prefent
hermit is a German; and with him lives

an old foldier, his friend.
From this hermitage to Neuneck (at
which place the canton of Berne com-
Dd Imences)
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mences) the country is rich, and finely
wooded : on our right we had a dif-
tant but fublime view of a range of
rude rocks, with fome glaciers rifing
above them and clofing the profpect.
* 'The fun was now going down : the va-
rious tints of the evening—the purple
gleam upon the naked rocks—and the
rays of the fetting-fun upon the glaciers,
which feemed to glow almoft into tranf-
parency—caft fuch a mild and beauti-
ful radiance over this magnificent {cene,
as even the luminous pencil of that
celebrated Grecian artift, who 1s faid to
have painted ¢ qua pingi non poflunt,
¢ fulgura & fulgetra, *¥” would in vain

have attempted to imitate.
I am, &ec.

LETTER XXXII

P R OM the firft formation of the Hel-
vetic union, additional cantons were
from time to time admitted into it, until
at length the reception of Appenzel finally
clofed the confederacy. During thefe in-
tervals, feveral of thofe republics, which
¥ Apelles, vid, Plin, H, N. lib, 35. ¢c. 10.
afterwards
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afterwards became members of the gene-
ral league, were only allies of fome of the
particular cantons ; enjoying the fame
privileges, and ftanding in the fame rela-
tion, as the prefent allies and affociates
of the United States. Among thefe, Fri-
bourg and Soleure, having, upon the con-
clufion of the war with Charles the Bold, -
entered into an alliance with Zuric, Berne,
and Lucerne ; demanded to be admitted
into the Helvetic union. This alliance
was confidered by the five other combined
cantons, asa breach of their antient treaty :
accordingly they refufed to receive them.
The difpute grew warm ; hoftilities were
upon the point of breaking out; when
a native of the canton of Underwalden
- fingly effeCted a reconciliation, and faved
his country from all the impending hor-
rors of a civil war.

The name of this celebrated perfon
was Nicholas de Flue : he had formerly
filled the office of landamman of the
canton of Underwalden, with the high-
eft advantage to his reputation; but fud-
denl}r retiring from the world, in a fit
of gloomy fuperftition unworthy of his

virtues and charater, he turned hermit,
Dd 2 and
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and pratifed all the feverities of that au-
ftere mode of life, with the ftrifteft obfer-
vance. But although the flame of patri-
otifm was {mothered in his breaft by an
ill-directed zeal for miftaken duties, it was
not extinguithed ; and he no fooner heard,
in the depth of his folitude, of thofe pub-
lic animofities,-which threatened a fatal
breach between the confederate cantons ;
than his patriotifm prevailed over his
fuperftition, and he quitted his unpro-
fitable hermitage in order to exert thofe
active and public virtues, the very low-
eft of which fingly outweighs whole
years of ufelefs and unrequired morti-
fications. Accordingly, this extraordi-
nary man prefented himfelf before the de-
puties affembled at Stantz, and fo for-
cibly reprefented to them, by his conciliat-
ing and perfuafive eloquence, the deftruc-
tive confequences that would attend their
difunion, that they chofe him arbiter of the
difpute. The conlequence was, that by his
fole mediation all differences between the
contending parties were amicably fettled,
and Fribourg and Soleure were received in-
to the Helvetic confederacy. Upon this
occafion the eight antient cantons entered

into
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into a covenant, called the Convention of
Stantz ; by which the feveral articles of
union and mutual protetion were per-
manently fixed *.

The articles to which Fribourg and So-
leure acceded upon their admiffion into
the league, together with the above-men-
tioned convention, are confidered, by all
the beft hiftorians of Swiflerland, as the
great bafis of the federal union between
thefe celebrated ftates. The fubfequent
reception of the three other cantons, Bafil,

Schaffhaufen, and Appenzel, made no
change therein ; they having fubfcribed to

* Nicholas de Flue, after having {o happily com-
pofed the public diffenfions, returned to his hermi-
tage, and there died. He is buried at Saxelen, a finall
village in the canton of Underwalden ; and on his
tomb is infcribed the following epitaph :

¢ Nicolas de Flue quitted his wife and children
““ to go into the defert: he ferved God nineteen
*¢ years and an half without eating any fleth-meat.
¢ He died 1487.”

This frivolous epitaph ftrongly marks the bigot-
ted fpirit of that dark age in which it was compofed ;
the narrow-minded author, totally overlooking the
patriot in the hermit, faw nothing fo truly meritori-
ous in the life of the deeeafed, as his having fuppreffed
thofe focial and public energies which dignify human
nature, in order to pradlife the delafing aufterities of
a fuperftitious and cloiftered religionift |

Dds the
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the fame terms which Fribourg and So-
leure had accepted. Not to enter, how-
ever, into a minute detail of this particu-
lar convention ; I will endeavour to lay

before you a fhort, but clear, view of the
general Helvetic confederacy,

The code of public law, if I may fo ex-
prefs 1t, between the combined republics
of Swiflerland, is founded upon the treaty
of * Sempach in 1 393; upon that of Stantz;
and upon the treaty of peace concluded at
Araw, between the proteftant and catho-

lic cantons. It appears from thefe fe-
veral treaties, which include or enlarge
thofe which preceded, that the Helvetic

union is a perpetual defenfive alliance be-

¥ This treaty regulates the articles of war, and
was contracted between the eight antient cantons, in
conjunction with the republic of Soleure. It or-
dains, that no Swifs foldier fhall quit his ranks in time

of action, even although he fhould be dangeroufly
wounded :

¢ Nous entendons auffi que fi quelqu’un s’eftoit
bleflé en quelque facon que ce fuft en combatant
ou en aflaillant, de forte qu’il feroit inutile pour
fe deffendre; il demeurera non obflant auffi avec
les autres, jufques a ce que la bataille foit ex-
piree : et pour cela ne fera eftimé fuyard et ne 'en

fafchera-t-on en {2 perfonne ny en fon bien aucu-
¢¢ nement.”
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tween the thirteen independent contract-
Ing powers, to protet each other by
their united forces againft all foreign
enemies whatfoever. Accordingly, if any
member of the union thould be attacked,
that particular canton has a right to de-
mand f{uccours from the * whole confe-

derate

* The refpectable author of the Aecount of Swif-
Jerland, (the only Englith publication of merit,
concerning Swifferland, that I have met with) has
fallen into a miftake in his defcription of the Hel-
vetic union ; and his error has been adopted by the
Abbé Mably, in his Dreit Public de IEurspe ; by
the compilers of the Encyclopedie ; and by feveral
other writers of diftinétion.

After having given a defcription of the Helvetic
union, he concludes the relation as follows :

“¢ So far are they (the thirteen cantons) from mak-
* ing one body or one commonwealth, that only
““ the three old cantons are dire&ly allied with
¢ every ope of the other twelve. There is indeed
¢ fuch a conneétion eftablifhed between them,
¢ that, in cafe any one canton were attacked,
¢ all the other twelve would be obliged to march
$¢ to its fuccour ; but it would be by virtue of the
¢¢ relation, that two cantons may have to a third,
“¢ and not of any dired alliance fubfifting between
¢ every one of them, As for example : of the eight
¢ old cantons, Lucerne has a right of calling but
¢¢ five to its fuccour, in cafe of attack ; but thep
¢ fome of thofe five have a right of calling others,

' Ddg . - “ with
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derate body ; and in cafe of war, the fe=
veral forces to be fupplied by each canton
are precilely fpecified. It appears how-
ever, from the ftipulations to which the
five later cantons agreed, that they do
not, 1n every refpect, enjoy equal prero-
gatives with the eight antient ones. For,
the latter referved to themfelves a right, in
cafe the queftion for declaring war a-
gainft any foreign ftate, thould be wzani-
moufly carried in their affembly, to re-
quire the afliftance of the other cantons,

“ with whom they arc allied, though Lucerne be
¢ not; fo that at laft all muft march by virtue of
¢ particular alliances, and not of any general one
¢¢ amongft them all.” ‘

The above-cited account of the Helvetic union,
would better have fuited the league of the eight.can-
tons before the convention of Stantz ; when the con-
federate ftates were not fo abfolutely and directly
united together as they are at prefent; and their
alliance did not perhaps totally exclude every treaty
of the fame kind with other powers. It was only by
the articles of that celebrated convention, and the alli-
ance of the eight cantons with Fribourg and Soleure,
that the union became abfolutely fixed and general, It
muft be confefled, however, that feveral Swifs hifto-
rians have given the fame idea of the Helvetic union
as that above-mentioned : and that even now, authors
differ confiderably upon fome important articles of
the league, :

i without
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without affigning the motive of fuch their
refolution : whereas the former, cannot
commence hoftilities without the con-
fent of the confederates ; and if the ene-
my fhould be willing to enter into a ne-
gotiation concerning thematter in difpute,
it muft be referred to the arbitration of
the eight antient cantons. It is farther
ftipulated, that if a war fhould break out
between the laft-mentioned cantons, the

others are to obferve a ftrit neutrality.
The next effential objet of the league,
is, to preferve peace and good order a-
mong the feveral cantons, It is there-
fore covenanted, that all public difcords
of this nature fhall be finally fettled be-
tween the contending parties in an ami-
cable manner : and for this purpofe par-
ticular judges and arbiters are expreily
appointed, and empowered to compofe
the diffenfions that may happen to arife.
To this is added a reciprocal guarantee
of the forms of government eftablithed
in the refpective commonwealths : for
by the convention of Stantz it was
agreed, In order to prevent internal
factions and revolts in any of the al-
lied cantons, that, in cafe of rebellion,
the
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the magiftracy of fuch canton fhould be
affifted by the forces of the others. Ac-
cordingly, the hiftory of Swifferland af-
fords many inftances of proteftion and
affiftance reciprocally given between the
confederates, in defence and fupport of

the conftitution of particular cantons.
No {eparate -engagement whatfoever,
which any of the cantons may enter
into, can be valid, if inconfiftent with
the fundamental articles of this general
union : or in other words, the recipro-
cal contract between the members of the
league, fuperfedes every other {pecies of
public obligation. With the foregoing
exceptions, the feveral combined ftates
are diftin¢t from, and independent of,
each other : they may contract alliances
with any power, or reject the fame, al-
though all the others have acceded to
it * ; may grant auxiliary troops to fo-
reign

* The five cantons which agreed not to conclude
any treaty without the confent of the eight, are ne-
ceflarily excluded from this power, together with
thofe particular cantons, which have hound them-
felves by private treaties not to contra&l any foreign
alliance, without the reciprocal confent of the
ethers ; as for inflance, Uri, Schweitz, and Under-

walden,
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reign princes ; may prohibit the money
of the other cantons from being current
within their own territories ; may im-
pole taxes ; and, in fhort, perform every
other act of abfolute {overeignty.

The public affairs of the Helvetic bo-
dy and their allies are difcuflfed and de-
termined in the feveral diets : and thele
are,

I. The general diets; or general af-
{emblies of the thirteen cantons, and of,
their allies,

II. The particular diets ; as thofe of
the eight antient cantons; thofe of the
proteftant cantons with the deputies of
the proteftants of Glaris and Appen-
zel, of the towns of St. Gallen, Bienne,
and Mulhaufen, called the evaengelical
conferences ; thofe of the Roman catho-
lic cantons with the deputies of the ca-
tholics of Glaris and Appenzel, of the

walden, by the alliance at Brunnen in 1715. But
this depends upon particular treaties, and has no
relation to the general union. In fall, every can-
ton is reftrained by the general articles of the Hel-
vetic union : but, conforming to thofe, no one re-
public is controuled by the refolutions of the ma-
jority of the confederate cantons, in any other in~
ftance whatfoever.

3 abbot |
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abbot of St. Gallen, and of the repub-
lic of the Vallais, called the golden al-
liance : as alfo feveral others of particu-
lar cantons, which, befides being mem-
bers of the general confederacy, have
diftin¢t and feparate alliances with each
other. ;

The ordinary meetings of the general
diet are held once a year, and continue
fitting one month ; the extraordinary
- ones are fummoned upon particular oc-
cafions. This diet is principally con-
vened to deliberate upon the beft mea-
fures for the fecurity of the Helvetic bo-
dy. The canton of Zuric appoints the
time and place of the meeting ; and
convokes the deputies by a circular let-
ter. The deputy of the laft-mentioned
canton alfo prefides, unlefs the diet is
holden in the territory of any of the
other cantons ; in which cafe, the de-
puty of that canton in which the affem-
bly meets, 1s prefident.

This diet formerly affembled at Baden ;
but fince the conclufion of the civil war
in 1712, between Zuric and Berne on
one fide, and Lucerne, Uri, Schweitz,

Underwalden, and Zug, on the other,
(when
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(when the five latter renounced the co-
regency of Baden) the diets have been
holden at Frauenfield in Thurgaw. Each
canton fends as many deputies as it
thinks proper.

It would be defcending into a tedious
detail, and trefpaffing too much on your
patience, were I to enter into the parti-
cular connections which the feveral al-
lies have either with the whole Helvetic
body, or with fome of the cantons; and
the different nature of thefe refpective
alliances. Suffer me only to remark in
general, that the allies may be divided
into aflociate, and into confederate fates -
of the former, are the abbot and town of
St. Gallen, the towns of Bienne and
Mulhaufen : of the latter, are the Gri-
fons, and the republic of the Vallais 3
the town and republic of Geneva; the
principality of Neuchatel, and the bifhop
of Bafil.

The ftates thus comprifed under the
general denomination of aflociates and
confederates, enjoy, by virtue of this
union, a total independence on all fo-
reign dominion ; and partake of all the
privileges and immunities granted to' the

Swifs
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Swifs in other countries. And notwith-
ftanding fome of thefe ftates are allied
only with fome particular cantons ; yet
in cafe any of them fhould be attacked,
thofe cantons with whom they are in al-
liance would not only fupply them with
fuccours, but would alfo require the joint
afliftance of the other cantons : fo that
by thefe means, fhould any one member
of the whole body be attacked, all the
others would come to its defence, either
as guarantees themfelves, or as auxiliaries
of the atual guarantees *,
I am, &c:

# Tf the reader thould be defirous of a more diftiné
information concerning the Helvetic league ; he is
referred to Stannyan’s account of Swiflerland, pub-
lifhed in 15714 ; but more particularly fo the article
Corps Helvetique, in the Diftiohaire de la Suiffe, lafk
edition ; which article, as well as thofe of Berne, Ge-
neva, and Neuchatel, are admirably well drawn up.

It is chiefly from the laft-mentioned work, as
alfo from Watteville’s Hiffoire de la Confederation
Helvetigue, from = Falis’s Staats und Erd-Be-
[febreibung der ganzen Helvetifehen Eidgenofenchaft,
and from the feveral treaties between the cantons in
Du Mont’s Corps Diplomatique, that the above gene-=
ral account of the Helvetic union has been extrafted.
The truth of thofe relations have been confirmed to
the author by fome Swifs gentlemen, well verfed in
the general conflitution of their country.

L BT TR
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LE T . T:BE.R- XK

Berne, Sept. 16.

¥ Was very much ftruck, upon my en-
trance into Berne, with its fingular
neatne(s and beauty : I do not remember
to have feen any town (Bath alone ex-
cepted) the firft appearance whereof had
{o pleafing an effect. The principal ftrect
1s broad and long : the houfes are moftly
uniform, built of a greyifh ftone upon
arcades, which are admirably well paved.
Through the middle of the ftreet runs
~ a lively fiream of the cleareft water, in a
channel conftructed for its reception : but
befides this ftream, it abounds with foun-
tains not lefs ornamental to the place
than beneficial to the inhabitants. The
river Aar flows clofe by the town, and
indeed almoft {urrounds it; winding its
ferpentine courfe over a rocky bottom
much below the level of the ftreets; and
for a confiderable way forming by its
banks, which are very fteep and craggy,
a kind of natural rampart. The cathe-
dral church is a noble piece of Gothic
architeCture : 1t ftands upon a platform
that
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that has been raifed at a great expence
from the bed of the river; and which
commands as fine a view as any I have
feen 1n Swiflerland.

The country around is richly culti-
vated, and agreeably diverfified with hills,
Iawns, wood, and water ; the river flows
rapidly below, and an abrupt chain of
high and rugged alps appear at {fome dif-
tance, whofe tops are covered with eter-
nal fnow. Such an affemblage of beauti-
ful objetts would in any view prefent a
moft ftriking profpect; but its effect be-
comes greatly heightened when feen from
the midft of a large town,

All the public buildings are in a moft
noble fimplicity of ftyle, and announce
the riches and grandeur of the republic.
The arfenal contains arms for fixty thou-
fand men, befides a confiderable quan-
tity of cannon, which were caft here.
The granary 1s an excellent inftitution,
fimilar to that of Zuric; but it differs
from that of Geneva, as the expence does
not fall chiefly upon the poor: for, the
bakers are not compelled by government
to purchafe their corn from the public
magazine, ‘This refervoir, if I may be

allowed
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allowed the expreflion, always contains 4
large provifion of that commodity; which
15 fupplied, in confequence of particular
agreements for that purpofe, by France,
Sardinia, and Holland ; and out of which
they partly furnith Geneva, Neuchatel,
and Bafil. The hofpitals, which are large,
airy, and well built, are excellently re-
gulated, both with refpect to the care
and attention paid to the fick, and to
the cleanlinefs of the feveral wards. The
town 1s kept neat by a number of felons,
who are fentenced to this drudgery dur-
ing a certain time, according t6 the na-
ture of their offences ; and, as capital con-
demnations are very rare, this is the moft
ufual manner of punithing their criminals.
Thefe culprits are diftinguifhed by an iron
collar, with a hook projecting over their
heads.

The library 1s a {mall but well-chofen
collection, and contains fome very cu-
rious manufcripts : of thefe, Mr. Sinner,
a man of great erudition, has publifhed
a very fatisfaCtory and judicious Cata-
logue. He has not only fet forth their
titles, and afcertained their age, but has
alfo given a general and fuccin¢t account
of their refpective fubjelts ; and from ma-

E e ny
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ny of them has publithed extracts equally
curious and interefting. Among thefe
MSS. are fome of the thirteenth century,
confifting of feveral fongs and romances,
of the Troubadours, written in that and
the preceding ages, which merit the at-
tention of thofe who are converfant in
that fpecies of antient poetry.

I have been much difappointed in not
{fecing the great Haller : his very infirm
ftate of healthwould not admit of hisreceiv-
ing a vifitfrom us *. I need not tell you
how eminently that celebrated author has
diftinguifthed himfelf in every fpecies of
polite literature, and in {feveral branches
of natural philofophy. Unlike certain mi-
nute philofophers of the prefent age, whofe
atheiftical and infidel writings are too
well known and too widely diffeminated ;
this great man 1s fo unfafhionable as to
have followed the fteps of a Locke and
a Newton; and to have proved himfelf,
both in his life and his writings, a zeal-
ous friend and able advocate of chriftia-
nity. When literature and philofophy,
inftead of being employed, as they too
often have been, in fupporting fceptical

* He died the beginning of the prefent yeat 1778.
tenets
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tenets by artful fophiftry, thus lend
their joint afliftance to the caufe of re-
ligion; it is then only that they become
an honour to the pofleffor, and a benefit
to {ociety.

Learning is neither fo univerfally en-
couraged, nor fo fuccefsfully cultivated
here as at Zuric; the academical frudies
are almoft folely direéted to thofe branches
of knowledge more effentially neceffary for
entering into the church. The fociety
for the promotion of agriculture, is al-
moft the only eftablifhment that directly
tends to the progrefs of the arts and fci-
ences: and even this meets with no great
countenance from government. ‘There is
but little commerce in the capital : fome
few manufaltures indeed (chiefly of li-
- nen and filk) have been eftablithed ; but
they are carried on by thofe only who
-have no profpeét of being admitted into
the fovereign council. For thofe fami-
lies who have any influence in public af-
fairs, would hold themfelves degraded,
were they to engage in any branch of com-
merce; and as offices of the ftate, ex-
cept bailliages, are in general not very
profitable, norindeed numerous, many of

Ece 2 them
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them enter, as their {ole ‘refource, into
foreign armies. With refpet to thofe
among them who have fufficient intereft
to be chofen into the fovereign council ;
as they muft have attained the full age
of twenty-nine before they are eligible ;
and n the mean while, as very few of
them apply their minds to literary pur-
{uits; they ufually, from mere want of em-
ployment, wafte the interval in an idle and
diffipated courfe of life. Neverthelefs, there
are feveral members of the fovereign coun-
cil, who are juftly diftinguifhed for their
political abilities : and, being thoroughly
acquainted with the refpective interefts
of the different powers of Europe, they
know perfectly well how to avail them-
felves of every conjuncture which may be
turned to the advantage, or the glury,
of their own republic.

The inhabitants of Berne value them-
felves much upon their politenefs to
ftrangers : and indeed it is but doing
them {tri¢t juftice to acknowledge, that
they have thewn us (with that peculiar
franknefs and unaffected affability, T have
fo often had occafion to admire in the
Swifs) every civility in their power.

2 According
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According to the hiftorians of Berne,
this town was built by Berchtold V, duke
of Zzringen ; and was, from its foun-
dation, an imperial city. Upon the death
of the dukein 1218, the emperor Fre-
deric II. conferred upon the inhabitants
confiderable privileges, and drew up alfo
a code of legiflation, which forms the
bafis of their prefent civil laws. The
liberty which this town enjoyed, attracted
great numbers of inhabitants from the
adjacent country, who found here a
fure afylum from the oppreflion of the
nobles. From its firft foundation, Berne
was engaged in perpetual wars with its
neighbours, and for fome time with the
houfe of Auftria: notwithftanding which,
the town continued to aggrandife itfelf by
degrees, and confiderably to enlarge its
territory. In the year 1352, Berne ac-
ceded to the Helvetic confederacy ; and
fo great was its power, even at that early
period, that it obtained the fecond rank
after Zuric, among the allied ftates.
Since the acquifition of the Pays de Vaud,
the domains of this canton form nearly
the third part of Swiflerland, and about
the fourth of its actual population: it
comtains about three hundred and fifty

Eegz thoufand
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thoufand fouls, befides about eleven thou-
fand in the capital. By the introduction
of the reformation into the town in 1528,
the government acquired a large en-
creafe of its revenues, arifing from the
ecclefiaftical pofieffions, which were very
confiderable. Not long after that pe~
riod, the whole canton followed the ex-
ample .of the capital, and the reform-
ed religion was univerfally eftablifhed
throughout 1its extenfive dominions.

The Pays de Vaud having been con-
quered from the houfe of Savoy, as the
German divifion of the canton was from
the ftates of the empire; juftice is ad-
miniftered, and the taxes regulated in
thofe two provinces by a fet of laws and
cuitoms peculiar to each : for, they have
refpectively preferved the feveral diftinét
ufages which were in force among them
before they came into the pofieffion of
Berne. Each of thefe divifions has its
treafurer and its chamber of appeal, refi-
dent at Berne: the chamber of appeal be-
longing to the Pays de Vaud, judges in
the laft refort ; but the inhabitants of
the German diftii¢t may again appeal
- from theirs to the fovereign council.

Iam, &c,  ®
LETTENR
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L'E T T ER, XXXV,

X X 7ERE I to attempt entering into
; an. exa& difquifition concerning
the government of Berne; my letter
would not only exceed its proper limits,
but would hardly be contained within the
~ .extent of an ordinary pamphlet. I am
perfuaded, therefore, you will readily ex-
cufe me from putting your patience to
fo tedious a trial : but you would pro-
bably think me very inconfiftent indeed,
if, after having already, in the courfe of
our correfpondence, defcended, too mi-
nutely perhaps, into lefs interefting de-
tails ; I (hould totally pafs over in filence
a government, the wifdom of whofe ad-
miniftration is {o generally and fo juftly
.admired. Let me endeavour then, fen-
fible as I am of my inability to treat
the fubjeét as it deferves, to fketch at
leaft the general outlines of this confti-
tution.

The fovereign power refides in the
great council of two hundred ; which
when compleat confifts of 299 mem-
bers. They are chofen from the

Ec4 burghers
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burghers of the town ; from whom they
are confidered as deriving their power,
and as alting by deputation. The au-
thority with which they are invefted,
1s in fome refpects the moft abfolute and
uncontrouled of any of the ariftocratical
ftates of Swifferland. The government
of Lucerne 1s called, indeed, the moft
ariftocratical of all the cantons; and it
may be fo, perhaps, with refpeét to the
{mall number of families, to which the
adminiftration of affairs is entrufted :
but no war can be declared, no peace
concluded, no alliance made, no taxes
impofed, without the confent of their
burghers in a general affembly. At Fri-
bourg and Soleure the burghers are like-
wife convened upon particular occafions.
Whereas the fovereign council of Berne
(and 1t 1s a peculiarity which diftinguifhes
it from all the other fimilar republics in
‘the confederate cantons) is reftrained by
no conititutional check of this kind ; as
a general affembly of the burghers is never
convened for any purpofe whatfoever.

The executive powers of government are
delegated by the fovereign council to the
fenate,
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{enate, or fmaller council chofen by them-
felves out of their own body : the former
affembles ordinarily three times a week,
and extraordinarily upon particular occa-
fions ; the latter every day, Sundays ex-
cepted.

The fenate, comprifing the two advoy-
ers, or chiefs of the republic, is com-
poled of twenty-feven members : and’
from this felect body are taken the prin-
cipal magiftrates of the commonwealth.
When a vacancy happens in this fenate,
the mode of eleCtion is as follows : —
Twenty-fix balls, three of which are
golden, are put into a box, and drawn by
the feveral members : thofe who draw the
three golden ones, nominate three elec-
tors out of their body. In the fame
manner of balloting, feven members are
chofen from the great council, who alfo
nominate feven electors out of their own
body. Thefe ten elettors fix upon a
certain number of candidates, not ex-
ceeding ten, nor lefs than fix; and thofe
among thefe candidates, who have the
fewelt votes in the fovereign council, re-
tire, till their number is reduced to four -
then four balls, two golden and two fil-

ver,
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ver, arc drawn by the four remaining can-
didates ; the two who draw the former
arc put in nomination, and he who has
the greateft number of fuffrages in the
fovereign council, is chofen. But in
order to be eligible, the candidate muft
have been a member of the great coun-
cil ten years, and muft be married.

The fovereign council is generally filled
up every ten years; as within that pe-
riod there 1s ufually a deficiency of eighty
members to complete the whole number
of two hundred and ninety-nine: and
this council determines the time of elec-
tion, by vote. 'That point being fettled,
each advoyer nominates two of the new
members; each feizenier, and each mem-
ber of the fenate, one apiece: two or
threec other officers of {tate have likewife
the fame privilege. There is alfo a cer-
tain number of perfons who claim, by
virtue of their offices, a right of being
eleCted : and their claim is generally ad-
‘mitted. Thefe feveral nominations and
pretenfions, commonly amount, in the
whole, to about fifty of the new mem-
bers : the remaining vacancies are filled
up by the fuffrages of the fenate, and the
feizeniers, The
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The Seizeniers are fixteen members of
the great council, drawn yearly from the
abbayes or tribes; two from each of the
four great ones, and one from each of
the remaining eight. The candidates are
generally * taken from thofe who have
exercifed the office of bailiffs ; and they
~are elected, not by a plurality of voices,
but by lot. Every year during three days
~at Eafter, all other employments in the
ftate are fuppofed to ceafe, except thofe
of the bannerets and the feizeniers, who,
during this fufpenfion, are invefted with
a power fimilar to that of the Roman
cenfors; and in cale of mal-adminiftra-
tion may deprive any member of the great
council, or of the fenate, of his feat :
but it is a power which they never exer-
cife. However, fhould they think pro-

* I fay generally, becaufe it is not abfolutely
fixed, that all the feizeniers muft have been bailiffs :
for if it happen, that in one tribe there are two per-
{ons, one of whom has been a bailiff, and the other
is a member of the great council ; they draw lots
for the charge. And fhould a member of the great
council be the only one of his tribe, he becomes
feizenier of courfe, provided he be eligible, In order
" to be feizenier, the candidate muft be married, and
have neither his father or brother in the fenate.

per
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per to exert it, their fentence muft be
confirmed by the fovereign council,

The principal magiftrates are, the two
advoyers, the two treafurers, and the four
bannerets : they aire each of them chofen
by a majority of voices in the fovereign
council, and are yearly confirmed in
their refpective offices. The advoyers
hold their poft for life ; the treafurers, fix
years; and the bannerets, four. At
Eafter the advoyer in office delivers up
his authority, in full council, to his col-
league. The reigning advoyer, as he is
called, has a particular feat affigned to
him in the council-chamber, fomewhat
elevated, under a canopy : the feal of the
republic lies upon the table before him.
He never delivers his opinion except it
is demanded ; and he has no vote un-
lefs the numbers are equal; and in that
cafe, he has the cafting voice. The ad-
voyer out of office, 1s the firft fenator
in rank, and prefident of the fecret coun-
al.

The two treafurers, one for the Ger-
man diftrict, and the other for the Pays
de Vaud, form, in conjunction with the
four bannerets, an ceconomical chamber,

ar
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or council of finances : this council exa-
mines and pafles the accounts of the
bailiffs, and receives the revenues of all
others, that are accountable to govern-
ment. The four bannerets, together with
the advoyer out of office, as alfo the
fenior treafurer, and two members of the
fenate, compofe a committee or fecret
council; in which all ftate affairs, that
require greater {ecrecy than is likely to be
obferved in {fo numerous a body as the
{fovereign council, are difcufled : and they
have the power of determining upon
points of very confiderable importance.

I have only defcribed (and as concifely
as I was able, confiftently with giving you
a general idea of their nature) thefe eight
magiftracies, as being the chief offices of
the ftate, and exercifed by members of the
{enate. But notwithftanding that the ge-
neral form of this conftitution, is entirely
ariftocratical ; and though the fenate pof-
{efles a very confiderable influence ; yet it
does not enjoy that almoft exclufive au-
thority, which 1s obfervable in the go-
vernments of Lucerne, Fribourg, and So-
leure. For, by feveral wife and well-ob-

ferved regulations, the {overeign council,
although
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although it delegates the moft important
concerns of government to the fenate, yet
affembles, at ftated times, and fuperin-
tends the adminiftration of public affairs,
In fhort, the fovereign council of Berne
conftantly convene, and exercife their au-
thority, independent of the fenate,

The adminiftration is carried on,
throughout the feveral departments of
government, with a wonderful precifion ;
and every ordinance 1s executed with as
much difpatch as in a monarchical ftate.
The ariftocratical form is frequently, of
all modes of government, the moft op-
prefiive to the people; as, inftead of one
defpot, they are liable to fuffer under the
tyranny of many. But this objettion
will not hold with refpe¢t toBerne, or any
other of the ariftocratical ftates of Swif-
ferland : they are, each of them, ad-
miniftred with great wifdom and mode-
ration ; and the refpective rulers are par-
ticularly cautious not to encroach upon
the privileges of the fubject.

'The canton of Berne is divided into
a certain number of diftricts, called bail-
liages ; over which, bailiffs are chofen
from the fovereign council : and, as thefe

are
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are the moft profitable pofts under the
government, they are the great obje&s
of general purfuit. Formerly the bailiffs
were elected by the majority of voices in
the council ; but as this method render-
ed the members entirely dependent upon
thofe who had the chief credit and in-
fluence in the commonwealth ; a law
pafled in 1712, which altered the mode
of election, and they are now chofen by
lot. No competitor however can be re-
ceived as a candidate, in oppofition to
one who has been longer a member of
the fovereign council than himfelf: for
inftance, he who was admitted a mem-
ber in 1766, cannot ftand againft one
- who was chofen in 1756. None but
married men are capable of being elefted
into this office, nor can any perfon be
chofen more than once for the principal
bailliages ; thofe of a lefs valuable kind
may be poffeffed three times.

The feveral bailiffs are reprefentatives
of the fovereign power in their refpective
“diftri€ts. Accordingly, they put in force
the edifts of government; colle¢t the
public revenues ; act as juftices of the
peace ; and are judges in civil and crimi-

5 nal
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nal caufes, except where there is any
local jurifdiction. However, in civil
caufes, beyond a certain value, an ap-
peal lies to the courts of Berne: and in
criminal ones, the procefs, after it is
made out in the bailiff’s court, under-
coes a revifion in the fenate, who re-
fer it to the criminal chamber ; and
having received the report, pafs fen-
tence finally ; unlefs in capital cafes,
when their fentence muft be con-
firmed by the fovereign council. The
bailiff delivers in his accounts to the

occonomical chamber, to which court an
appeal lies, in cafe of exaction, either
on the part of the bailiff, or of his offi-
cers : and with refpe&t to thofe mifde-
meanors that are punifhable by fine, and
of which the bailiff is entitled to a fhare ;
the quantum of the refpective penalties
is fettled by the legiflature, with the
moft fcrupulous exaltnefs, and not left
to the arbitrary decifion of an interefted
judge.

From all thefe confiderations it fhould
{eem, that every poflible precaution has
been taken by government to prevent the

extortions of the bailiffs : but inftances
have
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have not been wanting to prove, that
thefe laws and regulations, wife and
ftrict as they are, may be eluded. Indecd
there appears to be one circumftance,
which muft render appeals for redrefs
againft the exactions of the bailiffs (uns
lefs of the moft notorious and flagrant
kind) not always to be heard with Impar-
tiality ; the council of two hundred, before
whom thefe appeals are finally brought,
confifting of members, who either have
been, who are, or who expect to be,
bailiffs : and thus the judges are in fome
meafure interefted to fcreen the offen-
ders. It muft be acknowledged that this
is one of the greateft defeéts in the admi-
niftration of juftice : neverthelefs, its ill
confequence in the government of Berne,
has been much exaggerated by fome wri-
.ters; as 1t 1s certain, that where bailiffs
have been guilty of oppreffions, fre-
quent examples occur of their being im-
partially and feverely punifhed.

The profits of this office arife from a
certain portion of the different taxes ang
duties, paid to government in the re-
fpective bailliages. In the German divi-

B.f {ien
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fion of the canton, the bailiff is entitled,
upon the death of every peafant, to a
certain determinate part of the inheri-
tance : his fhare, it is true, 1s very in-
confiderable ; neverthelefs, 1n fome fitua-
tions it may prove a very diftrefling and
oppreflive tax upon the family. How-
ever, this is the only inftance I have met
with, where the peafants are liable to any
impofition, which can juftly be deemed
grievous.

Sumptuary laws are in force through-
out this canton ; and the wearing of
gold, filver, lace, &c. and even of filk,
is exprefsly prohibited. The chamber of
reform, however, has found it neceffary,
upon fome occafions, to relax the rigour
of thefe laws. Indeed, the vaft ftrides,
which luxury hasmade within this century,
is very perceivable throughout Swifler-
fand : and there is no place where 1ts pro-
grefs has been more rapid than at Berne.
The attention of government has not
been wanting to reftrain it ; as appears
by the laws that have repeatedly been en-
acted for that purpofe: an attention,
however, which in many inftances has
not proved altogether as fuccefsful, as it

w3
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was well directed ; notwithftanding the
fovereign council has given the feveral
fines incurred by thofe perfons who tranf-
grefs thefe ordinances, to the members of
the chamber of reform. In one refpect,
however, their laudable endeavours have
been more effectual. Not long ago
the {pirit of gaming had arifen in Berne
to fuch an extravagant heighth, as to
have overwhelmed feveral families in total
rum. Upon this occafion the fovereign
council interpofed its authority, by very
falutary regulations : and, in order to en-
force the obfervance of them the more
{trictly, every member of that council is
obliged to take an oath, by which he
{fwears that he will inform againft any
tranfgreflor that comes within his obfer-
vation. By this law all public games of
hazard are exprefsly prohibited; and in
- other kind of games, the parties are re-
ftrained from playing for more than a

certain fum particularly fpecified.
Although there are no ftanding armies
in Swiflerland, yet in many of the can-
tons, and particularly in this, the militia
18 {fo well regulated, that government
could affemble a very confiderable body
Ffaz of

LY
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of men at a moment’s warning, To this
end, every male towards the age of fix-
teen 1s enrolled in the militia; and about a
third of the whole number are formed
into particular regiments, compofed of fu-
fileers and eleGionaries ; the former con-
fifting of batchelors, and the latter of
married men. Every perfon thus en-
rolled, is obliged to provide him{elf, at his
own expence, with an uniform, a mufket,
and a certain quantity of powder and
ball : and no peafant is allowed to marry,
unlefs he produces his uniform and his
arms. Every year a certain number of
officers, who are called Land Majors, are
deputed by the council of war, throughout
the canton, to infpect the arms of the
foldiers, to complete the regiments, and
to exercife the militia: and upon their
return they make their report to that
council. Befides this annual review, the
regiments are occafionally exercifed by
particular veteran foldiers, appointed for
that purpofe.

Befides the arms which are kept in
the arfenal of Berne, there is alfo a cer-
tain quantity in the arfenal of each bail-
liage, fufficient for the militia of that

9 diftricts
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diftrict; and likewife a fum of money
amounting to three months pay, which is
appropriated to the elettionaries in cafe
of actual fervice. The dragoons are cho-
fen from the fubftantial farmers; as each
perfon is obliged to provide his own horfe
and accoutrements. In time of peace, the
advoyer out of office, is prefident of the
council of war; and a member of that
council 1s commander of the militia of
the Pays de Vaud ; but in time of war a
general 1n chief is nominated, who com-
mands all the forces of the republic.

A certain number of regiments being
thus always in readinefs, fignals are fixed
on the higheft part of each bailliage, for
the affembling of the militia at a particular
place appointed for that purpofe in each
diftri€t ;* and there they receive orders
where to march.

Swelled as my letter already is to an
immoderate fize, and much more fo than
I intended, yet I cannot forbear trying
your patience a little longer, juft to men-
tion an inftitution, which ftrikes me as
well for its fingularity as for its utility
I mean what 1s called the exterior flate.
It is a model in miniature (if I may fo

Ffi exprefs
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exprefs myfelf) of the fovereign council,
and refembles its prototype in every cir-
cumitance. This exterior ftate is com-
poied of thofe burghers, who have not at-
tained the age requifite for entering into
the council of two hundred : they aflem-
ble frequently, and go through all the
regular forms of government. They have
their great council, their fenate, their
two advoyers, regent and non-regent,
their treafurers, their bannerets, their fei-
zeniers ; 1n fhort, every magiftrate and
officer of ftate which belong to the con-
ftitution ; all of whom are chofen 1n the
ufual manner, and with the accuftomed
ceremonies. 'The poit of advoyer in
this mimic community 1s folicited with
oreat afliduity, and fometimes obtained
at a confiderable expence ; as the fuccefs-
ful candidate is fure of bemng admitted
into the great council of two hundred,
without any farther recommendation.
This body pofleflfes a certain number of
bailliages, which confift of feveral ruined
caftles difperfed over the canton: it has
2i{o its common treafure, and its debts.
In this latter article, however, it by no
rieans refembles the actual government of

Berne;
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Berne; which is not only free from debts,
but poflefled of a very confiderable fund in
gelerye. .

This  remarkable inftitution, may be
confidered as a political feminary for the
youth of Berne. It renders them ac-
quainted with the conftitution of their
country ; and, as in their frequent aflem-
blies the feveral members debate upon all
kinds of political fubjects, it affords them
an opportunity of exercifing and improv-
ing their talents; and by that means of
becoming more capable of ferving the
public, whenever they may be admitted
to a fhare in the adminiftration of govern-

ment.
I am;:. 600,

Lislii BT FaRo - XXV,

Langenau, Sept. 18.

OU have heard, perhaps, of Mi-

chel Schuppach, the famous Swifs
doctor ; of whofe intuitive fagacity in dif-
covering the feat of diforders, and ap-
plying fuitable remedies to them, many
wonderful ftories are recounted by tra-
% vellers,

Sy
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vellers, and which generally, 1 fuppofe,

have encreafed in the marvellous, like
Virgil’s Progrefs of Fame, in proportion
as they receded from the fcene of aétion.
I am new lodged in the houfe of this
celebrated Afculapius: it is fituated above
the village of Langenau, on the fide of
a fteep mountain ; and from that cir-
cumftance he is generally known by the
appellation of tbe phyfician of the moun-
Zain.

Upon our arrival here we found the
doctor in his apartment, furrounded by a
number of peafants, who were confulting
him upon their refpective complaints; each
having brought with him a fmall bottle,
containing fome of his water: for, it is by
infpecting the urine that this medical fage
pretends to judge of the ftate of the pa-
tient.. His figure is extremely corpulent ;
he has a penetrating eye; and one of the
beft-humoured countenances I ever faw.
He fets himfelf oppofite to the perfon who
confults him, one moment examining the
water, and the next the patient ; and
continues regarding alternately the one
and the other for fome time, always whift-
ling during the intervals, He then o,peES

- the



{45 )

the ftate of the cafe, acquaints the con-
fultant with the nature of his complaints,
and has often the good fortune to hit
upon the true caufe.  In a word, his
knack of difcovering diforders by urine,
has gained fuch implicit faith in his {kill,
that one might as well doubt of the Pope’s
infallibility before a zealous catholic, as
of the doctor’s in the prefence of his pa-
tients. He has certainly performed fe-
veral great cures ; and the rumour of them
hath brought him patients from all quar-
ters of Europe. There are at this time in
his houfe, and in the village, {everal En-
glith and French people, together with
many Swifs,  who are come hither for his
advice.
The doctor was formerly, it feems, a
- village furgeon, has a flight tincture of
anatomy, and is efteemed a proficient in
botany and chemiﬁrr}r ; but his reputa-
tion as a phyfician has now been efta-
blithed fome years. He is faid to have
but little acquaintance with the theory of
phyfic; the greateft part of his know-
ledge being derived from his extenfive
practice, notwithftanding he never ftirs a
quarter of a mile from his own houi;:;
for
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for he would not take the trouble of go-
ing to Berne, even to attend the King of
France.

It is more than probable, that much
of this extraordinary man’s fuccefs in his
practice, 1s owing to the great faith of
his patients, to the benefit they receive
from change of climate, to the falubri-
ous air of this mountain, and to the
amufement arifing from that conftant fuc-
ceflion of different company which af-
femble in this place, in order to apply to
him for affiftance. But whatever may
have been the caufes of his celebrity, it
has come to him, as all accounts agree,
unfought for by himfelf. He has cer-
tainly many excellent qualities : humane
and charitable to the higheft degree; he
not only furnifhes the indigent peafants
who confult him, with medicines gratis,
but generally makes them a prefent in
money befides ; and he always appropriates
a certain portion of his gains to the poor
of his parith. His wife, as alfo his grand-
daughters who live with him, are drefled
like the peafant women of the country;
and he has thewn his good fenfe in giv-

ing the latter no better than a plain edu-
cation :
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cation : the eldeft he beftowed in mar~
riage, when fhe was but fifteen, upon
one of his affiftants, and gave with her
1300l.; no inconfiderable portion for
this country. He procured a match
for her fo early, he faid, to prevent her
being fpoiled by the young gentlemen tell-
ing her the was pretty, and infpiting her
with the ambition of marrying above her
rank.

It domeftic harmony, and the moft per-
fect fimplicity of manners, have any pre-
tenfions to pleafe, you would be highly
delighted with this rural family. The
wife 1s a notable, a&tive woman, and not
only fuperintends all the houfhold affairs
with remarkable clevernefs, but even per-
forms great part of the bufinefs with her
own hands : fhe aflifts her hufband like-
wife in making up his medicines ; and as
he talks no other language than the Swifs-
German, fhe ferves occafionally as his
interpreter. And, as a proof of his con-
fidence in her adminiftration of his af-
fairs, fhe acts alfo as his treafurer, and
receives all his fees ; ‘which, in the courfe
of a year, amount to a confiderable fum -
for, ﬁal_though he never demands more

than
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than the price of his medicines, yet no
gentleman confults him without giving
him an additional gratuity, Many pre-
fents have likewife been made to herfelf,
from perfons who have reaped benefit by
her hufband’s prefcriptions : feveral of
thefe confift of valuable trinkets, with
which on days of ceremony fhe decks her-
felf forth to the beft advantage, in the
fimple drefs of the country.

The family {it down to table regularly
at twelve o’clock; there are always fome
ftrangers of the party, confifting not only
of a certain number of perfons who are
under the doctor’s care, but of travellers
like ourfelves, who are led hither by mo-
tives of mere curiofity. When the wea-
~ ther is fine, and their guefts more nu-
merous than ufual, dinner 1s ferved out
of doors in an open fhed, that looks upon
one fide of the mountain and the adja-
cent country, with a diftant view of the
glaciers beyond the lake of Thun. Yef-
terday fome peafants, whom the doctor
had invited, formed part of our coms=
pany ; after dinner, he gave fome money
to thofe that fate near him, and ordered

one of his grand-daughters to diftribute
his
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his bounty to the others. The benevo-
lence of the old man, his gaiety and good-
humour, the chearfulnefs of his family,
the gratitude of the poor peafants, the
beauty of the profped, and the finenefs of
the weather, formed all together the moft
agreeable and delightful fcenes I ever be-
held ; and I do not remember in my
whole life to have partaken of any meal
with a more fenfible and heart-felt fa-
tisfaction.

This fingular man is very often em-
ployed in giving his advice from eight in
the morning till fix in the evening, with
no other intermiffion than during the .
time he is at table. His drugs are of the
beft kind ; for he colleCts the fimples, as
well as dithills them, himfelf. His houfe,
like thofe of the peafants, is conftructed of
wood ; and, though always full of people,
is remarkably neat and clean. In fhort,
every thing about him has the appearance
of the pleafing fimplicity of former ages.

I had almoft forgotten to tell you, that
I confulted him this morning myfelf ; and
affuredly I have reafon to be highly fa-
tisfied with his prefcription : for, he told
me I was in fuch good health, that the

| only
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only advice he had to give me, was * to
< eat and drink well, to dance, be merry,
<< and take moderate exercife.”

It is now Langenau fair, and the vil-
lage is crowded with the neighbouring
peafants. Great numbers of the men
have long beards, and many of them co-
ver their heads with a woman’s ftraw hat,
extremely broad, which gives them a very
grotefque appearance : their drefs is chiefly
a coarfe brown cloth jacket without{leeves;
with large puffed breeches of ticking.
The women wear their hair plaited be-
hind in treflfes, with the riband hang-
ing down below the waift ; a flat plain
ftraw hat, which is very becoming ; a red
or brown cloth jacket without fleeves ; a
black or blue petticoat bordered with red
and fcarcely reaching below the knees ;
red ftockings with black clocks, and ne
heels to their thoes ; their fhifts faftened
clofe round the throat by a black collar
with red ornaments ; the better fort have
chains of filver between the fhoulders,
brought round under each arm, and fa-
ftened beneath the bofom, the ends hang-
ing down with fome filver ornaments.

T am fo charmed with the fituation of
this
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this village, the chearfulnefs and fingula-
rity of this ruftic and agreeable family,
and the uncommon charaéter of the hu-
mane doctor, that I could with pleafure
continue here fome days more: but I am.
prefled for time, and have a long journey
before me,
"Eam - &os

BT TR RN XXV

Geneva, Sept. 26.

TOOK leave of my friends at Lan-

genau, 1n order to proceed to Avig-
non; where I am going to pay a vifit
to the Abb¢ de Sade, author of the inte-
refting memoirs of the life of Petrarch.
A refpectable and knowing old gentle-
man of Soleure, one of the members of
their fovereign council, with whom I
had the good fortune to fall into ac-
quaintance during my ftay at the doc-
tor’s, offered me a place in his carriage
to Berne : and, as my principal object in
travelling 1s to acquire all the ufeful in-
telligence I can by any means obtain; I

very gladly embraced this opportunity of
leading
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leading my worthy and well-informed
companion into a converfation, not only
concerning the government of Soleure in
particular, but in relation alfo to Swif-
ferland in general. I found him exceed-
ingly well-difpofed to give me all pofiible
fatisfaction, in anfwer to the feveral quef-
tions he very obligingly allowed me to
propofe to him.

In the afternoon I faw a moft curious
colleCtion in natural hiftory, belonging
to Mr. Springling of Berne: it confifted
of about zoo fpecimens, in fine prefer-
vation, of birds both local and migra-
tory, that are found in Swiflerland. A-
mongf{t others, I obferved the common
eagle, the golden vulture, the emberiza
nivalis of Linnzus, and the fnow hen,
whofe feathers in winter are perfedly
white, and in fummer fpotted.

The next day I repaffed through Mo-
rat and Avenches, and {lept at Payerne,
a town in the canton of Berne, which
enjoys confiderable privileges. Upon the
bridge over the Broye, 1s an antient Ro-
man infcription : as I was endeavouring
to decypher it, a plain-looking man ac-
cofted me in a very folemn tone of voice,

and
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and faid, he had often tried to make out
the infcription ; and though he could
read very well, and had a fmattering in
Latin, he could never make any thing
of it. ¢ For,” added he, ‘“ what can be
the meaning of N and I and O, and all
thofe great letters, which {feem to have
no connection with each other? Give
me a page of plain Latin, and I know
what I am about ; I will tranflate it you
from the beginning to the end; but for
thefe Ns, Is and Os'; take my word
for it, notwithftanding all your pains,
you -will never be a jot the wifer.”
However, as I did not feem difpofed to
follow his advice, but continued decy-
phering the infcription (which was by no
means a difficult tafk) he appeared afto-
nithed at my obftinacy, and left me, with
an apparent air of pity, to my hopelefs
fortune,

Moudon is anhandfome town, the prin-
cipal burgh of abailliage of the famename,
and formerly the capital of all that part
of the Pays de Vaud, which belonged to
the Duke of Savoy. It was alfo the or-
dinary refidence of his chief bailiff, and
the place where the aflembly of the ftates

Gg were
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were accuftomed to meet: at prefent it
contains nothing remarkable. The bai-
Iiff appointed by the fovereign council of
Berne, refides in the caftle of Lucens,
built upon the fummit of a mountain,
in a {ituation exceedingly picturefque.
This caftle formerly belonged to the bi-
fhops of Laufatine, and was one of their
favourite {eats before the reformation was
introduced into thefe parts.

At Laufanne I had propofed to crofs
the Lake of Geneva to Meillerie ; n-
tending to go in quelt of that ro-
mantic {pot defcribed by St. Preux in
Roufleau’s Eloife, and which a country-
man of ours afflured me he had difcover-
ed : from thence I meant to coaft along
the fouthern fide of the lake, and touch
upon the feveral towns of Chablais. Every
thing was prepared for this expedition ;
but unfortunately a fudden change of
weather put an end to thefe amufing pro-
jects ; no waterman would undertake to
carry me. The lake indeed was vehe-
mently agitated with a moft violent ftorm,
fimilar to that which 1s defcribed in the
letter' I have mentioned ; and, as I had
no Julia to induce me to hazard the dan=-

ger,
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ger, I felt no inclination to rifk it for
the fake of fatisfying a mere fanciful cu-
riofity.  Accordingly I made the beft of
my way by land to Craffi, through the
fame beautiful variety of country I had
pafled before, and which cannot be re-
viewed too often.

In my way to Geneva the day follow-
ing, Idined with an Englifhman at Gen-
thoud ; where I expected to have had the
permiffion of waiting upon Mr. Bonnet,
the celebrated naturalift ; to whom I was
very ambitious of being known. Un-
fortunately, however, his wife was taken
11l and I was debarred the great fatis-
faction I had propofed to myfelf, of fee-
' Ing and converfing with fo defervedly emi-
nent a philofopher, whofe indefatigable
induftry in fearching into the feveral pha-
nomena of nature, is equalled only by
his ingenuity in explaining them.

The town of Geneva lies upon the
narroweft part of the extremity of the
lake, where the Rhone iflues out in
two large and rapid ftreams, which foon
afterwards unite. That river divides the
town into two unequal parts; receives
'thc muddy Arve in its courfe; and flows

Gg 2 through
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through part of France into the Medi-
terrancan. Here 1ts waters are of a moft
beautiful tranfparent green, like thofe of
the Rhine when it flows from the lake of
Conftance. The adjacent country 1s un-
commonly picturefque; and I could not
{ufficiently admire the magnificent views
it exhibits: the feveral objeéts which com-
pofed this enchanting profpect, were, the
town ; the lake; the numerous hills and
mountains, particularly the Saleve and
the Mole, rifing fuddenly from the plain
in a wonderful variety of fantaftic forms,
backed by the glaciers of Savoy, with
their frozen tops gliftening in the fun;
and the majeftic Mont Blanc lifting up
its head far above the reft.

The town, which lies partly in the plain
upon the borders of the lake, and partly
upon a gentle afcent, is irregularly built;
the houfes are high, and moft of thofe
which ftand in the trading part of the
city, have arcades of wood, which are
carried up to their tops. Thefe arcades,
which are fupported by pillars, obftruct
the ftreets, and give them a gloomy ap-
pearance ; but they are ufeful to the in-
habitants in proteting them from the

fun
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fun and the rain. Geneva is by far the
moft populous town in Swifferland : for,
Zuric, which comes next to it in refpect
of population, contains fcarcely thirteen
thoufand fouls ; whereas the inhabitants
of this place amount to twenty-four thou-
fand.  This fuperiority is undoubtedly
owing to the greater induftry and aétivity
of the inhabitants; to its more extenfive
commerce; to the facility of purchafing
the burgherfhip, and to the privileges
which government allows to all foreign-
ers who fettle here. The members of
this city are diftinguifhed into citizens and
burghefles, inhabitants and natives. The
citizens and burghefles are alone admitted
to a fhare in the government: the znba-
bitants are ftrangers who are allowed to
fettle in the town with certain privileges ;
and the na#ves are the {ons of thofe inha-
bitants, who poflefs certain additional ad-
vantages. The two laft clafles form a
large majority of the people.

The liberal policy of this government,
in receiving ftrangers and conferring the
burgherfhip, is the more remarkable as
it is contrary to the {pirit of moft of the
other ftates of Swiflerland. It is here,

Gg 3 indeed,
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indeed, more neceflary ; the territory of
this republic being fo exceedingly {mall,
that 1its very exiftence depends upon the
number and induftry of the people : for,
exclufive of the inhabitants of the town,
there are {carcely fixteen thoufand fouls in
the whole diftrict of the Genevois.

To a man of letters, Geneva is parti-
cularly interefting ; as every branch of
fcience is here cultivated in the moft ad-
vantageous manner : learning is divefted
of pedantry, and philofophy united with
a knowledge of the world. The plea-
{ures of fociety are here mixed with the
purfuits of literature ; and elegance and
urbanity give a zeft to the profoundeft
difquifitions. Nor are letters confined in
this city merely to thofe who engage in
them as a profeffion, or to thofe whofe
fortune and leifure enable them to follow
where genius leads, and enter into a flu-
dious life by voluntary choice ; even the
lower clafs of people are exceedingly well
informed ; and there is no city in Europe
where learning is fo univerfally diffufed
among the inhabitants. I have had great
fatisfattion in converfing with feveral of
the fhop-keepers upon topics both of

literature
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- literature and politics; and was afto-
nifhed to find, in this clafs of men, {o un-
common a fhare of knowledge. But the
wonder ceafes, when we are told, that they
have all of them received an excellent
education at the public academy, where
the children of the inhabitants are taught,
under the infpection of the magiftrates,
and at the expence of government.

There 1s one circumftance in this femi-
nary, which particularly contributes to
the exciting of the induftry and emulation
of the ftudents : prizes are annually dif-
tributed to thofe, who have diftinguifhed
themfelves in each clafs. Thefe rewards
confift of fmall medals, and they are con-
ferred with fuch folemnity as cannot fail
of producing great effett. A yearly
meeting is held at the cathedral, of all the
magiftrates, profellors, and principal in-
habitants of the town; when the firft
fyndic himfelf diftributes, in the moft
public manner, the {everal honorary re-
tributions to thofe who have deferved
them. I met this morning one of the
fcholars, and, feeing his medal, afked him
what it meant ? ‘¢ Je la porte,” replied
the little man, fcarce eight years old,

Gg4 £ pans
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“ parce que jai fait mon devoir.” I
wanted no ftronger proof to convince me
of the beneficial influence, upon young
minds, of thefe encouraging and judicious
diftinctions, than appeared from the
{prightly {pecimen before me,

The inhabitants enjoy the advantage
alfo of having free accefs to the public
library ; and by this privilege, they not
only retain but improve that general tinc-
ture of learning which they imbibe in
their early youth : when I vifited this li-
brary, it happened to be crowded with
{tudents, who were returning the books
they had borrowed, and demanding
others. As I paffed only an hour in this
room, I am 1ll qualified to give you a
juft idea of 1its contents : I requefted,
however, the librarian to point out to me
what was moft worthy of particular no-
tice, Accordingly, among other books
and manufcripts, he fhewed me feveral
folio volumes containing letters and other
writings of Calvin, which have never
been publifhed.

Although Zuingle, Acolampadius, and
Haller, had reformed the greateft part
of Swiflerland, fome years before Calvin

mads
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made his appearance at Geneva ; yet the
latter, as Voltaire juftly obferves, has
given his name to the fettaries of the
reformed religion, in the fame manner
as the new continent took its appella-
tion from Americus Vefpafius, although
the original difcovery was made by Co-
lumbus. Neither was Calvin, indeed, the
firft reformer even of Geneva ; but, as
he gave additional ftrength and folidity
to the new eftablithment, and laid the
foundation of that ecclefiaftical form of
government, which has ever fince been
invariably oferved ; he totally eclipfed
the fame of his friend William Farel,
who fcattered the firft feeds of reforma-
tion, which the other brought to matu-
rity. In truth, {fo great was the afcen-
dancy which this extraordinary man, al-
though a ftranger in Geneva, acquired
over the citizens, that he pofiefled no in-
confiderable influence even in civil mat-
ters ; and bore a large fhare in fettling
the political conftitution of the republic.
But his care and attention was not wholly
confined to ecclefiaftical and political
concerns ; he promoted, to the utmoft of
his power, the cultivation of the liberal

* arts



[ 448 ]

arts and {ciences, and the ftudy of ele-.
gant literature. To this end, as well as
for the encouraging of theological erudi-
tion, he prevailed upon the government
of Geneva to eftablifh a public academy.
In this new feminary, himfelf, together
with his colleagues, eminent for their
fuperior knowledge, read leGtures, with
fuch uncommon reputation and fuccefs,
that the youth from all quarters flocked
to receive the benefit of them : and it has
fent forth, from its bofom, men of the
greateft diftinétion for their learning and
abilities.

There is {uch a ftriking fplendor in
the brighter parts of this difinterefted and
celebrated reformer’s charaéter, that ren-
ders one, at the firft glance, almoft infen-
fible of thofe dark fpots in it, which have
{o juftly fullied its glory. But when one
refleCts a moment on the afperity, the ar-
rogance, the prefumptuous opiniatrety, of
his temper and conduét, and, above all, on
his cruel perfecution of his former friend,
the unhappy Servetus ; one laments, with
abhorrence, the mortifying inftance this
famous man exhibited, that the nobleft
qualities fometimes mix with the bafeft,

in
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in the compofition of human nature.
With regard, however, to his intolerant
principles ; it muft be acknowledged, that
the fame uncharitable {pirit prevailed alfo
among fome others of the moft celebrated
reformers ; who feemed to think, by a
ftrange inconfiftency, and unaccountable
blindnefs not only to the genius, but to
the cleareft precepts of the gofpel, that
perfecution for confcience fake was un-
chriftian in every ecclefiaftical eftablifh-
ment, except their own. This abfurd
and dangerous opinion, gave great ad-
vantage to their adverfaries of the papal
hierarchy : for, it is obvious to the meaneft
underf{tanding, that, if perfecution is jufti-
fiable in any particular church, it muft
be {fo univerfally.

The republic of Geneva is, however,
at prefent, the moft tolerating of all the
reformed ftates of Swifierland ; being the
only government in this country, which
permits the Lutheran religion to be pub.
licly exercifed. In this refpect the clergy,
no lefs wifely, than {uitably to the fpirit,
as well as the letter, of the Chriftian re-
velation, have renounced the principles of
their great patriarch, Calvin: for,although

2 they
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they ftill hold that able reformer in high
veneration ; yet they know how to diftin-
guith his virtues from his defeéts, and to
admire the one without being blindly

partial to the other.
I am, &c.

L*ET T E R XXXV

O&ober 23.

Write to you a third time from Ge-

neva : defirous of gaining as much
information concerning its hiftory, and
the nature of its government, as poflible ;
I viiited this town again in my return
from Avignon * into Swifferland. I will
now, therefore, endeavour to throw to-
gether, from my notes relating to the
{ubject, all that appears worth communi-
cating to you ; premifing at the fame
time, that I find them fuch an indigefted
mafs, as to have reafon to fear I fhall
not be able to reduce them into {o clear
an order, as not to ftand much in need
of your candour, when you perufe the
following obfervations. '

* See the beginning of the former letter.

The
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The town of Geneva and its territory,
were formerly united to the German ein-
pire, under the fucceflors of Charlemain :
but as the power of the emperors, feeble
even in Germany, was {till weaker in the
frontier provinces ; the bifhops of Ge-
neva, like feveral other great vafials
of the empire, gradually acquired very
confiderable authority over the city and
its domains ; which the emperors had no
other means of counterbalancing, than
by encreafing the liberties of the people.
During thefe times of confufion, con-
ftant difputes fubfifted between the bi-
fhops and the counts of the Genevois ;
for, the latter, although at their firft
inftitution merely officers of the em-
peror, and confidered as vaflals of the bi-
fhops ; yet they claimed and aflerted’ a
right to the exclufive adminiftration of
juftice. 'The citizens took advantage of
thefe quarrels ; and, by fiding occafionally
with each: party, obtained an extenfion
of their privileges from both.

But the houfe of Savoy having pur-
chafed the county of the Genevois, and
fucceeded to all the prerogatives of the
counts, with additional power; the bi-

fhops
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thops and the people firmly united toge~
ther, 1 order to oppofe the encroach-
ments of the former, which were no lefs
prejudicial to the authority of the one,
than to the liberties of the others. Dur-
ing this period, the refpetive preten-
fions of the counts, the bifhops, and the
citizens, were fo various, as to form a
government equally fingular and com-
plicated. This harmony, however, be-
tween the bifhops and citizens, was at
length broken by the artful management
of the counts of Savoy, who had the ad-
drefs to procure the epifcopal {ee for their
brothers, and even for their illegitimate
children. By thefe methods, their power
in the city became f{o enlarged, that, to-
wards the commencement of the fixteenth
century, Charles III, duke of Savoy, (al-
though the form of the government was
éntirely republican) obtained an almoft ab-
folute authority over the citizens : and he
exercifed it in the moft unjuft and ar-
bitrary manner Hence arofe perpetual
ftruggles between the duke and the citi-
zens ; the latter continually oppofing,
either by open violence, or fecret mea-

fures, his tyrannical ufurpation : thus
’ two
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two parties were formed; the zealots for
liberty were called ezdgengffen, or confe-
derates ; while the partifans of the duke
were branded with the appellation of
mammelucs, or {laves.

The treaty of alliance which the town
entered into with Berne and F ribourg, in
1526, may be confidered as the true zra
of its liberty and independence : for, not
long after, the duke was defpoiled of
his authority ; the bithop driven from the
city ; a republican form of government
firmly eftablithed ; and the reformation
introduced. From this time, Charles and
his fucceflors waged inceflant war againft
the town : but his hoftilities were ren-
dered ineffectual, by the intrepid bravery
of the citizens, and the affiftance of the
canton of Berne.

In 1584 Geneva entered into a treaty
of perpetual alliance with Zuric and
Berne, (Fribourg having renounced their
alliance when the town embraced the re-
formation) by which treaty, it is allied
with the Swils cantons.

The laft attempt of the houfe of Sa-
voy again{t Geneva, was in 1602.; when
Charles Emanuel treacheroufly .attacked

the
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the town during a profound peace. Two
hundred of his foldiers {caled the walls
in the night, when the inhabitants were
repofed in unfufpecting fecurity ; but be-
ing timely difcovered, they were repulfed
by the defperate valour of a few citizens,
who glorioufly facrificed their lives in
defence of the liberties of thewr country.
In memory of this event, an infcription
is fixed upon the town-houfe ; and {fome
of the fcaling-ladders, which the enemy
made ufe of to enter the town, are pre-
ferved in the arfenal. This perfidy oc-
cafioned a war, which was terminated the
year following by a folemn treaty ; fince
which, uninterrupted peace has been main-
tained between the houfe of Savoy and
Geneva : but it was not till 1754, that
the king of Sardinia acknowledged, by a
formal act, the independence of this re-
public.

No fooner was peace concluded with
the houfe of Savoy, than the flames of
internal difcord, fo apt to kindle in po-
pular governments, and which had been
{mothered by their common danger from
a foreign enemy, began to appear. Ac- !
cordingly, during the greateft part of the
‘ laft
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laft century, to the prefent period, the hif: -
tory of Geneva contains little more than
a narrative of contentions between the
ariftocratical and the popular party. Thefe
- mutual ftruggles have occafionally been,
exerted with fo much violence and ani-
mofity, as to have threatened, for a mo-
ment, a total revolution in the ftate ; but
happily, however, they have always been
compromifed without producing any fa-
tal effects.

About the beginning of the prefent
“century, the power of the council of two
hundred was become almoft abfolute. In
order to reftrain their authority, the po-
pular party, in 1707, procured a law, by
which it was enacted, that every five years
a general council of all the citizens and
burghers fhould be holden, to deliberate
upon the affairs of the republic. Agree-
ably to this law, a general aflembly was
convened in 1712; and the very firft a&t
exerted by the people in this their col-
leétive capacity, was the total abolition
of the above-mentioned ordinance. An
event of {o fingular a nature, can hardly
be accounted for upon the general prin-
ciple of popular ficklenefs and inconfift-

Hh ency :
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ency : accordingly Roufleau, in his Les-
tres ecrites de la Montagne, 1mputes it to
the artifices of the magiftrates; and to
the equivocal terms marked upon the bil-
lets then inufe. For, the queftion propofed
to the people being, ¢ Whether the opi-
<< nion of the councils, for abolifhing the
¢ periodical generalailemblies, fhould pafs
¢« intoalaw?” the words employed on the
billets delivered for that purpofe, were,
approbation, refeftion 5 fo that whichever
fide was taken, it came to the fame point.
If the billet of approbation were chofen;
the opinion of the councils which rejected
the periodical affembly, was approved ; 1if
that of rejection s then the periodical aflem=
bly was rejected of courfe. Accordingly, fe-
veral of the citizens afterwards complain-
ed that they had been deceived, as they ne-
ver meant to reject the general aflembly,
but only the opinion of the councils *,

In confequence of this extraordinary
repeal, the power of the ariftocracy con-
tinued encreafing till within thefe few
years; when the citizens, by a fingular
conjunétion of favourable circumftances,
joined to an uncommon fpirit of union

% MifcellancousWorks of Roufleau, Vol. iv. p. 279
‘ b and
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and perfeverance, have procured feveral
changes to be made in the conftitution
of Geneva; by which the authority of
the magiftrates has been limited, and the
privileges of the people have been en-
larged. Happy! if they know where to
ftop; left, continuing to extend the bounds
of their own prerogatives, they fhake the
foundations of civil government, by too
much reftraining the power of the ma-
giltrates,

The prefent conftitution of Geneva,
may be confidered as a mean between
that of the other ariftocratical and po-
pular cantons of Swiflerland : more de-
mocratical than any of the former, inaf-
much as the fovereign and legiflative au-
thority entirely refides in the general af-
{embly of the citizens and burghers; and
more ariftocratical than the latter, be-
caufe the powers vefted in the great and
little councils are very confiderable.

The members of the fenate, or little
council of twenty-five, enjoy, 1in their
corporate capacity, feveral prerogatives
almoft as great as thofe which are pof-
fefled by that of the moft ariftocratical
ftatcs. ‘They nominate half the mem-

Hh2 bers
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bers of the great council; the principal
magiftrates are taken from their body;
they convoke the great council and the
general aflembly of the citizens and bur-
ghers ; they previoufly deliberate upon
every queftion which is to be brought in-
to the great council, and from thence
into the general aflembly : in other words,
in them is lodged the power of propo-
fing ; confequently, as every act muft ori-
ginate from them, no law can pafs with-
out their approbation. In this fenate is
vefted alfo the chief executive power ; the
adminiftration of the finances; and, to
a certain degree, jurifdi¢tion in civil and
criminal caufes. - They nominate, like-
wife, to moft of the {maller pofts of go-
vernment ; and enjoy the fole privilege
of conferring burgherfhip. They com-
pofe, moreover, in conjunction with thir-
ty-five members of their own choofing,
the {ecret council ; which never affembles
but by their convoking, and only upon °
extraordinary occafions.

Thefe confiderable prerogatives, how-
ever, are counterbalanced as well by the
privileges of the great council, as by the
franchifes of the general aflembly. '3 he

- prerogatives




2450 ]

prerogatives of the former confift in choof-
ing the members of the fenate from their
own body ; in receiving appeals in all
caufes above a certain value ; in pardon-
ing criminals; in difpofing of the moft
important charges of government, thofe
excepted which are conferred by the ge-
neral aflembly; and in approving or re-
jecting whatever is propofed by the fe-
nate to be laid before the people.

The fovereign council, or general af-
fembly of the people, is compofed of the
citizens and burghers of the town : their
number, 1n general, amounts to. about
1,500, but it 1s feldom that more than
1,200 convene ; the remainder being ei-
ther fettled in foreign countries, or are
ufually abfent. I ought to have explain-
ed to ;yc-u fooner, the diftinction between
citizens and burghers : the latter, are ei-
ther the fons of citizens or burghers *,
born out of Geneva, or have obtained the
burgherfhip by purchafe; the former, are
the fons of citizens or burghers, born
within the town of Geneva. The burghers

* The children of thofe who are employed in fo-
_reign countries, in the i‘erv.icr: of the ftate, although
born out of Geneva, are entitled to all the privi-
leges of citizens, :

Hh
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may be chofen into the council of two
hundred, but the citizens can alone enter
mto the fenate, and poflefs the charges
appropriated to that body.

The general aflembly meets twice a
year ; choofes the principal magiftrates ;
aflents to or rejeCts the laws and regula-
tions propofed by the councils ; impofes
taxes ; contracts alliances; declares war
or peace; and nominates one half of the
members of the great council. All quef-
tions that come before them are decid-
ed by the majority of voices; and each
member delivers his vote without having
the liberty of debating. The reftrition
1s certainly reafonable ; for, in_a popu-
lar aflembly, like this of Geneva, com-
pofed of citizens, the meaneft of whom
15 well verfed in the conftitution of the
commonwealth, and where the people in
general have a ftrong propenfity toenterin-
to political difcuflions ; if every voter were
permitted to fupport and enforce his opi-
nion by argument, there would be noend
of debate, and the whole time would be
confumed 1n petulant declamation.

But the priucipaﬂ check to the power

of
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of the little council, arifes from the me-
thod of eleCting the {yndics, and from
the right of reprefentation. With refpect
to the former, the four fyndics, or chiefs
of the republic, are chofen annually out
of the little council, by the general af-
fembly ; and there muft be an interval of
three years before the fame ‘members can
be again elefted. The ufual mode of elec-
tion is as follows :—The little council no-
minate eight of their members for can-
didates, who muft be approved by the
great council ; and out of thele eight, the
general aflembly choofe the four {yndics.
They have it in their power, however,
not only to rejet thefe eight propofed
candidates, but alfo all the other mem-
bers of the fenate fucceffively : and in
that cafe, four members are taken from
the great council, and propoled to the
general affembly. If thele are appointed
{fyndics, they immediately become mem-
bers of the fenate ; and an equal number
of that body are at the fame time de-
graded, and retire into the great council.
No inftance, however, has yet occurred
of the general affembly having exerted

Hh 4 this
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this power of expelling four members
from the {enate *,

With refpect to the other reftraint I
mentioned upon the power of the little
council, viz. the right of reprefentation :
every citizen or burgher, either fingly or
in a body, has the privilege of applying to
the {enate 1n order to procure fomenew re-
gulation, or of remonftrating againft any
act of the magiftracy. - Thefe reprefenta-
tions have proved one of the principal
means, perhaps, of fecuring the liberties
of the people from the refpetive en-
croachments of the two councils ; as they
have frequently prevented the magiftrates
from ftretching their authority to the
{ame arbitrary extent that has been prac-
tifed in fome of the other commonwealths
of Swifferland. The magiftrates are ob-
liged to give an explicit anfwer to thefe
reprefentations ; for, if the firft is not
confidered as fatisfatory, a fecond re-
monftrance is prefented. According to
the nature and importance of the com-
plaint, the reprefentation is made by a

* Since the above was written, I have been in-
formed, that the citizens and burghers expelled four
members from the fenate, at the election of magiftrates
for the year 1777,

greater
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greater or lefs number of citizens; and it
has fometimes happened that each remon-
ftrance has been accompanied by feveral
hundred, in different bodies.

The falaries of the feveral magiftrates
are fo inconfiderable, as not to offer any
temptation on the fide of pecuniary emo-
lument : a fenfe of honour, a {pirit of
ambition, the defire of ferving their coun-
try, together with that perfonal credit
which is derived from exercifing any of-
fice in the adminiftration, are the prin-
cipal motives which aCtuate the candidates
to folicit a fhare in the magiftracy. Ac-
cordingly, the public pofts are generally
filled with men of the firft abilities, and
of the moft refpectable charaters. The
revenues of government, at the higheft
calculation, {carcely amount to 30,000
pounds a year; a fum, however, which,
by a well-regulated ceconomy, is more
than fufficient to defray the current ex-
pences : fo that this republic 1s enabled
to provide for the fecurity of its {ubjects,
from an income, which fome individuals,-
both in England and France, {quander in
vain pomp and vicious diffipation. .

It is very remarkable that, in a republy:

o
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fo free as this of Geneva, and where the
true principles of liberty are {o well and
fo generally underftood, there fhould be
no precife code of penal laws: for, al-
though the form of the procefs 1s fettled
with great precifion, yet the trial of the
criminal is private, and the punifhment
left to the arbitrary decifion of the magi{-
trate. Nor are the franchifes of the peo-
ple afcertained with that accuracy one
might well have expected. Indeed, un-
der Ademar Fabri, bifhop of Geneva in
the fourteenth century, a certain num-
ber of political regulations, both civil and
criminal, together with feveral particular
cuftoms and liberties, were drawn up in
form ; and the bifhop took an oath to ob-
ferve them. Thefe ftatutes, if they may be
fo called, were alfo confirmed by Ama-
deus VIII, duke of Savoy. In all cafes
of controverfy, the people appeal ta this
code ; but it is not only compiled 1n a
very inaccurate and confufed manner, but
the magiftrates refufe to be governed by
ir, becaufe it was publifhed before the
independence of the republic was con-
firmed. With refpet to the feveral laws
which have fince been enacted in the ge-

neral
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neral affembly ; fome few of them indeed
are printed, and in the hands of the pub-
lic, but the reft remain in the archives
of the fenate: for, there being no par-
ticular fecretary belonging to the general
aflembly ; all the laws which they pafs
are taken down by the fecretary to the fe-
nate; {o that the latter are the fole depo-
fitaries ‘of thofe ediéts which ought to be
laid open to the infpeltion of the whole
community. The people have repeatedly
demanded a precife code of municipal and
penal laws, {o exprefs and determinate, that
nothing may be left tothe arbitrary decifion
of the magiftrate; butthefenatehas always
found means of evading this very reafon-
able and juft requifition.

Their code of civil law is the moft per-
fect part of this conftitution : all matters
concerning commerce are well regulated
by it; and private property fecurely
guarded. It is unneceflary to trouble you
with a particular detail of the fumptuary
laws ; they are much the fame as thofe
in moft of the other ftates of Swiflerland,
where reftrictions of that kind are en-
forced. But there is one law, relating to
bankrupts, too fingularly fevere not to
be mentioned. If a member of cither

council
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council becomes a bankrupt, he is im-
mediately degraded ; and from that mo-
ment is rendered incapable of holding any
poft under government, until he fhall
have difcharged all the juft demands of
his ereditors: even his children are fub-
jected to the fame difgrace; and no citi-
zen can exercife any public employment
whatfoever, while the debts of his father
remain unpaid.

In this city, as in all the other princi-
pal towns of Swiflerland, a public gra-
nary is eftablithed. Magazines of this
kind are ufeful in all ftates, but are more
particularly neceflary in fo populous a
place as Geneva; which, if the neigh-
" bouring powers were to prohibit the ex-
portation of corn into the territory of the
republic, might be expofed to all the hor-
rors of a general famine. The benefit
of this inftitution has been frequently
experienced in times of {carcity : and all
authors who have publifhed obfervations
upon the government of Geneva, have
agreed in mentioning it with the praifes
it deferves. But they have overlooked
one great defect in 1its regulation, and
which is not imputable to the manage-
ment of thofe public granaries which are

eftablithed
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eftablithed in Berne and Zuric. The
chamber of corn, as it is here called, is a
committee from the great council of two
hundred, empowered to fupply the gra-
nary with that commodity, at the expence
of government. This corn is dried by
means of machines well contrived for
that purpofe; retailed out to the inn-
keepers and bakers; a confiderable profit
accrues to government ; and there 1s al-
ways, in cafe of neceflity, a fuflicient
quantity in referve to fupport the inha-
bitants during a year and an half. Thus
far, all is right : but then the burden of
this inftitution falls upon the poor. For,
as the diretors buy the corn at the
cheapeft rate ; retail that part-of 1t which
has been kept the longeft; and vend it at
an higher price than it is fold in the
neighbouring territories ; the bakers muft
confequently fell their bread dearer, and
not of fo good a quality, as that which
may be purchafed on the frontiers of Sa-
voy. But the importation of bread is
ftrictly prohibited : thofe families, there-
fore, who can afford it, lay in a provifion
of corn for their own ufe; while the
poorer fort fuffer, by being obliged to pur-
chafe, at an advanced price, their daily

6 provifion,
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provifion from the bakers. Perhaps,
however, the government 1s not fuffici~
ently rich to put their granary upon the
fame footing with thofc of Berne and
Zuric, by facrificing the profit arifing
from the chamber of corn.

The town 1s ftrongly fortified on the
fide of Savoy; and a garrifon of about
nine hundred men conftantly maintained:
but thefe fortifications, and this garrifon,
are only fufficient to guard them from
any fudden attack; they could not de-
fend them long againft a regular fiege.
The great {ecurity of the republic con-
fifts in its alliance with the Swifs can-
tons, by means of Zuric and Berne :
and, as it 1s the intereft both of the king
of France and the king of Sardimia to
keep well with the Swifs, and to preferve
the independence of Geneva; it derives
its greateft fecurity from what, in fome
cafes, would be its greate{t danger ; name-
ly, that its territory borders upon the do-
minions of fuch powerful neighbours.

This republic is the only commonwealth
in Swifferland, that has no regular com-
panies in any foreign fervice; wifely pro-
hibiting the enliting of mercenaries in

every part of its territory. Iam, &c.
LETTER
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L ETTER . XXXVIIL

Bienne, O&tober 26.

HE f{mall territory of Bienne,
~ M contaning {carcely fix thoufand
inhabitants, lies between the lake, and a
chain of the Jura mountains : it is {ur-
rounded by the cantons of Berne and So-
leure, the bifhoprick of Bafil, and the
principality of Neuchatel. The town is
fituated at the foot of the chain above-
mentioned, and at a little diftance from
the lake; which is here about nine miles in
length, and four in breadth : the bor-
ders are pleafing and picturefque ; and
the town of Nidau forms a very beauti-
ful obje& upon its eaftern fide. In the
midft of the lake is an ifland belonging
to the canton of Berne, in which the
1,3::1*1"&-::11'5&(1 Roufleau refided fome months,
after he had renounced all the rights of
a citizen of Geneva, and until the go-
vernment of Bafil compelled him to quit
their territory. I cannot forbear ob-
ferving, upon this occafion, that the fate
of this very ingenious philofopher feems
to have been ne lefs fingular than his

doctrine ;
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doctrine : for, after having been driven
out of two republics, he found an alylum
in the capital of an abfolute government,
and, what 1s more extraordinary, of that
very government too, which is fuppofed
to have inftigated the magiftrates of Ge-
neva to exert' an act of arbitrary power
againft him, which in its confequence
produced a diminution of their own au-
thority.

The bifhop of Bafil is the fovereign
of this little ftate : his power formerly
was confiderable, but at prefent is ex-
ceedingly limited. Indeed the conftitu-
tion of Bienne 1s of fo very peculiar a na-
ture, that I know not well by what name
to diftinguifh it : it cannot properly be
called either a limited monarchy, or an
independent republic ; it feems rather to
be a certain mixed government, partak-
ing {fomewhat of both.

The bifhop of Bafil, or the prince of
Porentru, as he 1s called by the prote-
ftant cantons, receives, upon his promo-
tion to the bifhoprick, the homage of the
citizens and militia of this town, with all
the apparent ceremonials of the moft ab-

folute fubmiffion ; but at the fame time,
he
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he confirms, in the ftrongeft manner, all
their privileges and franchifes. He is
reprefentcd by a mayor of his own ap-
pmntmg, whofe power and office con-
fift in convoking, and prefiding in, the
little council, as the chief court of juftice ;
in colletting the fuffrages, and declar-
ing the fentence, but without giving any
vote himfelf. And, although juftice is
carried on, and executed, in the name of
the prince, yet neither himfelf, nor the
mayor, has the prerogative of pardoning
criminals, or of mitigating the fentence.
All caufes, civil as well as criminal, are
brought before this council in the firft
inftance ; and in the more important
ones, an appeal lies to the favereign
council : in both cafes, each party choofes
a member of the council to at as his
advocate ; which office the member is
obliged to difcharge without fee or re-
compence. To this fpecies of lawyers,
Martial’s fevere imputation, that zras &
werba leant, 1s by no means applicable :
it muft be owned, however, that they
areof a kind extremely uncommon.

The {overeign’s revenue amounts only to
about £. 300 a year : but, mean as his civil

I Lt



[ 473 ]

it 1s, it 1s fhll more confiderable than
his authority ; for he does not pofiefs the
leaft fhare of the adminiftration. The
regency of the town 1s jointly vefted in
the great and little councils; the former,
in which the legiflative power refides,
confifts of forty members ; and the latter,
in which the executive is lodged, 1s com-
pofed of twenty-four : the members of
each muft be married men. Both thefe
councils elect their refpective members ;
and fo far the conftitution is entirely ari-
ftocratical. Theburgomafter is chief of the
regency ; is chofen by the two councils ;
and prefides at their meetings, whenever
they are aflembled together in their joint
capacity. He continues in his office du-
ring life ; in which, however, he muft be
confirmed annually by the two councils :
as are alfo the {everal magiftrates in their
refpective pofts. The falaries annexed to
thefe offices are exceedingly moderate :
and, indeed, the general expences of the
government are fo very {mall, that, in
proportion to them, its revenues may well

be confidered as abundantly ample.
- It appears, therefore, that this proteftant
republic, notwithftanding the fovereignty
of
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of its catholic bithop, enjoys in the fulleft
extent the power of impofing taxes,
contracting alliances, declaring war and
peace ; and, in fhort, of exercifing every
other act of abfolute and independent
legiflation. This fingular conftitution is
guarantied by Berne, F ribourg, and So-
leure, with whom the town is clofely
allied ; in confequence of which, it be-
comes a member of the Helvetic confe-
deracy. And, what is fomewhat remark-
able, this alliance between thofe cantons
and the town of Bienne, is of a fuperior
nature to that of the fame cantons with
the bithop of Bafil : for, the town enjoys
the right of fending deputies to every
general diet, ordinary and extraordinary ;
whereas the bifhop is not allowed the
fame privilege.

The language of the country, is a
kind of provincial German ; but, as the
territory borders upon the principality of
Neuchatel, the inhabitants {peak alfo a
kind of corrupted French. They are a
very active and induftrious people : feve-
ral manufactures are eftablifhed in the
town, which, confidering its fize, carries

on a large trade,
112 I have
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1 have often had occafion to obferve to
you, that the common people of Swiffer-
land are far more intelligent than the
fame rank of men in any other country.
Accordingly, I invited my landlord laft
night to fup with me; and I found him
by no means difpofed to be a filent gueft.
He gave me a long account of the cere-
mony that was lately performed here,
when the citizens did homage to their
new bifhop. I was pleafed to hear him
expatiate, with all the enthufiafm of na-
tional pride, upon the beauty and gran-
deur of the fcene; the magnificence of
the procefiion ; the number of fpectators,
as well ftrangers as natives, who were
affembled ; together with the entertain-
ments and the balls that were given upon
that occafion. By the lofty terms in which
he fpoke of this proceflion, you wouid
have thought, at leaft, that he had
been defcribing the coronation of the
emperor of Germany, or the king of
France: and, in truth, to an inhabitant
of Bienne, whofe government is admini-
ftered without the leaft degree of exter-
nal pomp, and where luxury has not
yet made any progrefs ; the ceremony

muit
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muft neceffarily have appeared a very ftrik-
ing {pectacle. My hoft’s narrative recalled
to my remembrance the accounts of thofe
ancient feudal fovereignties, when the
great vaffals of the crown did homage to
their liege lord ; and, while in zerms they
promifed him unlimited obedience, main-

tained, in /a7, every effential of indepen-
dence.

I have juft been amufing myfelf in
fome pleafant walks, that lie by the fide
of the lake, which is here prettily fkirted
with country houfes. In my way I paf-
fed over a plain between the town and
the lake, which the fovereign council,
by a kind of agrarian law, that does ho-
nour to the legiflature, allotted long ago,
in diftinct portions, to each burgher, for
his own particular ufe : it is entirely laid
out in little neat kitchen-gardens. - The
general government, indeed, of this mi-
niature ftate, is well adminiftred. It has
Jately adopted the liberal policy of con-
ferring the burgherfhip at an eafy rate :
a wife regulation, which cannot fail of
encreafing the population of the town,
and extending 1ts commerce.

I know your fentiments much too well,
my dear fir, to apologize for calling your

J1 3 attention
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attention in the prefent inftance, as in
fome others, to thefe diminutive common-
wealths. The various modifications of
government into which civil fociety is di-
vided, 1s a {peculation that will always
afford matter both of entertainment and
reflection, to a philofophic mind : and
I am perfuaded, that you confider the
meaneft {pot of this globe; confecrated by
Liberty, to be an object worthy, not only
of your curiofity, but your veneration.

I am, &c.

L B DT ER SXRNXIX

Soleure, O&ober 28,

'HE road from Bienne to Soleure,
lies through a rich and cultivated
valley, enclofed within the Jura moun-
tains. The town is pleafantly fituated
upon the Aar, which here expands its
banks, and opens into a broad and fine
river, flowing at the foot of fome high
and fteep hulls : the circumjacent country

15 exceedingly pleafing and diverfified.
I will not exert the privilege of a tra-
veller, and tell you, what {fome extravae

gang
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gant antiquarians do not fcruple to affert,
that Soleure was built by the patriarch
Abraham ; but you will have no diffi-
cuity, perhaps, in believing what others
maintain, that it was one of the twelve
towns which were deftroyed upon the
emigration of the original inhabitants
Into Gaul. But at what time, and upon
what occafion, foever its deftruction hap-
pened ; it appears probable, from a great
number of inferiptions, medals, and
other antiquities, that have been found
m the neighbourhood, that it was re-
peopled by a Roman colony ; and cer-
tammly was a Roman fortification, as its
antient appellation, Cgftrum Salodurenfe,
neceflarily implies. :

Lattle more of its hiftory is known, dur-
ing that period of ignorance and barba-
rifm which fucceeded the downfall of the
Roman empire, than that 1t was facked
and deftroyed by thofe northern nations,
who over-ran the greateft parts of Eu-
rope. From the time of its re-eftablifh-
ment, until its admiffion into the Helvetic
confederacy in 1481, its ftate was fimilar
to that of many other imperial towns,

which acquired a gradual acceflion of
' 114 territory,
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territory, and after various ftruggles fi-
nally fecured to themfelves an abfolute
independence.

The canton of Soleure is nearly twelve
leagues in length, and feven in its great-
elt breadth ; ftretching partly through the
plain, and partly along the ridges of the
Jura. Its population may amount to be-
tween forty and fifty thoufand fouls; of
which the capital contains about five
thouland : all the inhabitants of the
canton are catholics.

‘T'he government 1s ariftocratical, upon
much the fame plan as that of Lucerne,
and of Fribourg : the patrician families
are in pofieflion of all the public employ-
ments. The {overeign council confifts of
an hundred and twenty members, in
which the {enate or council of thirty-five is
comprifed : the latter confifts of two ad-
voyers, eleven alt-raths, or {enior coun-
{fellors, and twenty-two jung-raths, or
junior counfellors. Upon the death of
one of the alt-raths, the fenior of the
jung-raths fucceeds to his place; and the
vacancy occafioned by that removal, is
filled up by the eleven alt-raths out of the
great council, It is from the alt-raths,
3 that
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that the four principal magiftrates are
chofen ; namely, the two advoyers, the
banneret, and the treafurer: and upon
the death of one of the advoyers, the
banneret {ucceeds to his place of courfe,
after having gone through the formality
of being nominated by the general affem-
bly of the burghers. When a vacancy
happens in the great council, it is fup-
plied by the eleven alt-raths, who al-
ways choofe the new member from the
{fame tribe, or company of the citizens to
which the laft member belonged. The
whole body of burghers aflemble every
year, and confirm the advoyers and the
banneret in their refpective offices : at the
fame time the twenty-two jung-raths
confirm the eleven alt-raths, who in their
turn confirm in the {ame manner the
former. But all thefe feveral confirma-
tions are matters of mere formality. No
perfon can be eleéted into the great coun-
cil before he has attained the age of
twenty, nor into the fenate {ooner than
twenty-four.

Excepting the treafurer, who is elected
by the fovereign council; and the advoy-
ers and banneret, who are chofen by the
& burghers;
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burghers,—. all the other pubiic EI’IIPID}?-
ments are at the difpofal of the {enate :
which body has jurifdiction likewife in all
civil and criminal caufes, without appeal.
The revenues of this government, and
the ftipends of the numerous places
held under it, are, (the circumfitances of
thefe ftates confidered) by no means fmall;
fo that the chief families derive from
the feveral pofts they poffefs, very profit-
able emoluments.

'The foil of this canton is exceedingly
fertile, and thofe diftriéts which lie
within the Jura, abound in excellent paf-
tures : but there is a great want of hands
for all the purpofes of agriculture; and
the defect fenfibly encreafes. Neverthe-
lefs, the ground is fo particularly favour-
able to corn, that a third part of the
yearly produce may be exported, without
the leaft detriment to the public. The
trade both of the town and of the canton
is of little value, although they are very
commodioufly fituated for carrying on an
extenfive commerce.

The French embafiador to the Helvetic
body refides in this town, and diftributes

from hence thofec annual penfions or
{ubfidies,
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{ubfidies, which the king his mafter has
ftipulated by treaty to pay the catholic
cantons : they amount to about 30,000
pounds a year. Louis XI. was the firft
French monarch who employed Swifs
troops in his fervice, and granted fubfi-
dies to the ftates. Thefe have fince been
confiderably augmented by his fucceffors :
and the perpetual alliance which Fran-
cis I. concluded with the Swifs cantons,
foon after the battle of Marignano, is
confidered as the bafis of every fubfequent
‘treaty that has been made between the
two contracting powers. Several of the
fucceflors of that king derived confider-
able advantages from the Swifs infantry
in their fervice : they aided Henry IV.
in eftablifhing himfelf upon the throne
of his anceftors ; and aflifted both Louis
XI1II. and his {fon, in the feveral wars in
which they were engaged. No troops
indeed have ever been more juftly diftin-
guifhed for their fidelity, their valour,

and the excellence of their difcipline.
The laft general alliance between
France and the whole Helvetic union,
was concluded by Louis the XIVth
in 1663, and to remain in force durirﬁg
the
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the joint lives of that monarch, and his
fon the dauphin, and for eight years after
the death of either of them. ‘"Towards
the end of his reign, when that monarch,
on account of his fon’s death, propofed
to renew the alliance in his and his fuc¢-
ceflor’s name ; the proteftant cantons re-
fufed their confent : accordingly it was
concluded only with the catholic cantons,
and the republic of the Vallais.

This alliance differed from the former
treaties 1n fome very eflential articles,
particularly, as it ftipulated—that, in cafe
the kingdom of France fhould be invaded,
the Swifs republics in queftion fhould
permit an additional levy to be raifed at
his majefty’s expence, not exceeding fix-
teen thoufand men ; that in cafe the Hel-
vetic body, or any particular canton,
fhould be attacked by a foreign power,
the king engaged to affift them with as
many forces as fhould be thought necef-
fary; and finally, that if any diffenfions
{hould arife between the contracting can-
tons, his majefty fhould, at the requeft
of the aggrieved party, try all gentle me-
thods of bringing about a reconciliation ;
but if thefe thould fail, the king agreed,

both
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both 1n his own name, and in that of his
fucceffor, to compel the aggreffor to abide
by the treaties contrafted between the
cantons and their allies. 'This laft article
feemed, in fome meafure, to authorize
the interference of the king of France
with the politics of Swifferland ; and, in
that view, appeared dangerous to many
of the Swifs, and inconfiftent with that
abfolute independence, which they had
hitherto prized above all other advantages.
The court of France is at prefent en-
deavouring to perfuade the proteftant
cantons to accede to the alliance, in order
that a general treaty may be renewed :
and it is expected that a diet will foon be
holden at Soleure * for that purpofe.

Iam, &c.

L ET-

# The alliance in queftion was actually concluded
at Soleure in May 1777, between the king of
France on one fide, and the thirteen cantons and
their allies on the other, to continue in force during
fifty years. By this treaty it is agreed, that in cafe
the kingdom of France fhould be invaded, the can-
tons and their allies are to furnifh an additional levy
of fix thoufand men; and if the Swifs cantons, or
_ any of their allies, are attacked, the king, if required,
engages
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Lk B ERCXES

Bafil, November 1,

HE road from Soleure to this
town, lies through the midft of

the Jura mountains, along the vale of
Balftal, remarkable for its richnefs and
fertility : and though the country in ge-
neral is exceedingly romantic and rocky,
yet in many places it is highly cultivated.
I turned a little ©out of the direct way
to this place, in order to view the ruins of
Augufia Rauricorum, formerly a large town
under the dominion of the Romans; now
a fmall village in the canton of Bafil,

engages to fend to them, at his own expence, fuch
fuccours as may be thought neceffary.

That article of the treaty concluded with the ca-
tholic cantons in 1715, which related to the media-
tion of the king of France, in cafe of any difputes
arifing between the thirteen cantons, is very properly
and wifely omitted.

Before this alliance, none of the proteftant ftates
of Swiflerland ever received any penfions from
France : but by the fixteenth article, the proteftants
of Glaris and Appenzel, and the town of Bienne,
have agreed to accept les argents de paix et d’alliance,
as thefe fubfidies are here called.

9 Cl{} fe
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clofe to the Rhine. Its ancient remains
are very inconfiderable, confifting of a
few pillars of marble ftill ftanding, and
fome fcattered fragments of others, toge-
ther with a kind of femicircular range of
walls upon a rifing ground, the greateft
part of which has tumbled down, and is
almoft entirely overgrown with brufh-
wood. From the prefent appearance of
the laft-mentioned ruins, I fhould hardly
have gueffed that they once compofed
part of a theatre, capable of containing
above twelve thoufand {peftators. But
the celebrated Schefllin has given, in his
Alfatia llufirata, a particular defcription
of this theatre, and its dimenfions; as
alfo of the temple, to which the marble
columns I mentioned, formerly belonged.
Befides thefe, there are likewife the re-
mains of fome fmall aquedu&ts, which
conveyed water to the town from the dif-
tance of above twelve miles : but none of
thefe relics of antiquity have any thing fo
very remarkable in them, as to merit the
trouble of a particular vifit.

- The peafants, in turning up the ground
where theie ruins are fituated, frequently

find medals of the Roman emperors, from
Auguftus
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Auguftus to Conftantine; and are become,
by repeated experience, able to diftinguith,
with fome degree of precifion, thofe that
are rare from the more common ones. I
purchafed of a labourer two medals which
he had juft found; a Trajan and an Al-
binus : and though the former was by
far the moft perfect, yet he made me
pay three times as much for the latter,
becaufe he had never feen it, he faid,
before.

I arrived here the day before yefterday,
and, as 1 had good reafon to beaflured, about
twelve at noon ; butwas much furprized to
find, that all the clocks in the town agreed
to make me fuppofe I was miftaken, and
actually ftruck one : the faét is, that every
one of them go an hour fafter than thofe
of the reft of Europe. Different reafons
have been afligned for this fingularity :
fome aflert, that it was frft practifed
during the council of Bafil, in order to
affemble the cardinals and bifhops the
earlier, who, being a very lazy and indo-
lent fet of mortals, always came too late.
Others tell you, that a confpiracy being
formed to enter the town at midnight, and

to affaflinate the magiftrates; one of the
burgo-
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burgomafters, who had notice of the de-
fign, put the town clock an hour for-
wards ; by which means the confpirators,
1magm1ng they had miffed the appointed
time, retired ; and that the clocks are ftll
kept forwards, as a perpetual memorial
of this happy deliverance. But there is
a third reafon given for this ftrange cuf-
tom, which feems by far the moft proba-
ble. It is well known that the choirs of
cathedrals and churches are conftruéted
- towards the eaft: that of Bafil declines
fomewhat from this diretion; and the
fun-dial, which is placed upon the out-
fide of the choir, and by which the town
clock 1s always regulated, partakes of this
declination ; a circumftance which, ac-
cording to the celebrated Bernouli, occa-
fions a wvariation from the true time of
above five and forty minutes.

But whatever may have been the ori-
ginal of this whimfical cuftom; the in-
habitants of Bafil are {fo ftrongly attach-
ed to it, that as often as it has been
propofed in the fovereign council to
have their clocks properly regulated,

the motion has conftantly been rejected.
Kk in
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In reality, the people would think their
liberties invaded, if their clocks were to go
like the reft of the world’s. A few years
ago 1t was fecretly agreed upon by fome
of the leading men of the town, to have
the fun-dial turned half a minute a day,
until the fhadow fhould imperceptibly
point to the true hour. This expedient
was accordingly put in practice, and the
town clock had already loft near three
quarters of an hour, when an accident
difcovered the plot; and the magiftrates
were compelled to place the fun-dial in
the fame pofition it ftood before, and to
have the town clock regulated by it as
ufual. Indeed, long-eftablifhed cuftoms,
however indifferent or ridiculous, are apt
to lay fo ftrong a hold upon vulgar minds,
as to become fometimes dangerous, and
always difficult, to be altered; efpecially
among a people, like thofe of this coun-
try, who are averfe to any change, even
in the minuteft articles. I need not re-
mind you, how long it was before we could
be perfuaded, in England, to reckon our
years according to the general mode of .
computation received by the reft of Eu-~

rope.
Bafil
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Bafil is beautifully fituated upon the
banks of the Rhine, near the point where
that river (which here becomes very
broad, deep, and rapid) after flowing for
fome way from eaft to weft, turns fud-
denly to the north. It confifts of two
towns joined together by an handfome
bridge ; the largeft of which towns lies
on the fide of Swiflerland, and the
fmalleft on the German fide of the ri-
ver. It ftands very advantageoufly for
commerce; and 1t is an advantage
which the inhabitants have by no means
neglected : for, they have eftablifhed a
great variety of manufactures of all forts ;
and a very extenfive and lucrative trade 1s
carried on by the principal merchants of
the place.

The cathedral i1s an elegant gothic
building, but ftrangely disiigured by a
daubing of rofe-coloured paint {pread over
the whole edifice. In this cathedral are
depﬂﬁted, under a marble tomb, the ve-
nerable remains of the great Erafmus.
That diftinguifhed writer joined to fupes
rior learning, and a peculiar elegance of
ftyle, the keeneft wit, which he pointed, not
only againft the vices and ignorance of

Kk z the
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the monks, but the general corruptions
and diforders of the church of Rome.
He was indeed the forerunner of Luther,
in his firft attacks upon the catholics, re-
{pecting the fale of indulgences: but af-
terwards, when the controverfy appeared
to be taking a more ferious turn, and an
open breach with the church of Rome
{feemed inevitable ; he condemned the pro-
ceedings of that bold reformer. He con-
fidered them, indeed, as altogether un-
warrantable ; and, although he had him-
{elf cenfured and expofed the corruptions
that infeCted the catholic religion, yet he
zealoufly inculcated fubmififive obedience
to the decrees of what he called the
¢ univerfal church.” Agreeably to thefe
fentiments, he advifed the proteftants to
endeavour at obtaining, by mild and pa-
tient meafures, what they might indif-
creetly lofe by a warmer and more violent
oppofition.

Such temperate counfels were ill fuited to
the daring and impetuous {pirit of Luther.
Accordingly, while Erafmus was acting the
part of a mediator, and endeavouring to
moderateandallay theflameoneach fide, he
drew upon himfelf the difpleafure of hoth
¥ | s ifou parties :
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parties: by the one, he was reproached
for having gone too far; and by the other
tor not having gone much farther. In
allufion to this trimming condu&, one
of his adverfaries, not unaptly, applied to
him that line in Virgil,

¢ Terras inter celumque volabat.”

The impartial truth feems tobe, thathe was
by no means difpofed to become amartyr in
the caufe: and the natural timidity of his
temper, together with a too great deference
to perfons of {uperior rank and power; and
perhaps alfo the fear of lofing his penfions;
probably entered into the prevailing mo-
tives that induced him to take a decided
part againft the reformers, and condemn
their {feparation from the church of Rome
as an apoftacy.

But it would be uncandid to impute
his conduct wholly to felfifh confidera-
tions ; fomething may fairly be afcribed
to the powerful imprefiions of early pre-
judices; and fomething to that rooted love
- of peace and ftudious tranquillity which
feems to have been the governing principle
of moft of his a&tions. But, whatever im-
perfections may be difcovered in {ome par-
ticular parts of his character, his memory

Kk 3 mudk
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muft ever be revered by every friend of ge-
nius, learning, and moderation. Livelinefs
of imagination, depth and variety of erudji-
tion, together with great fagacity of judg-
ment, were in him eminently united. He
infufed a {pirit of elegance even into theo-
logical controverfies ; and contributed to
difencumber literature of that fcholaftic
jargon with which it was difgraced: in
a word, he wanted nothing but a little
more courage, to have been confefledly one
of the firft characters of the age in which
he flourifhed, Erafmus reflefted much
honour upon this town, by choofing it
as the favourite place of his refidence,
and publithing from hence the greateft
part of his valuable works. In the pub-
lic library are preferved, with great ve-
neration, feveral of his letters, and his
laft teftament, written with his own hand;
as alfo his hanger and his feal.

The hbrary contains fome very valu-
able manufcripts ; the moft curious of
which are thofe relating to the council
of Bafil, together with feveral volumes
of letters written to and from the firft
reformers, and from feveral men of let-
ters of the fifteenth, fixteenth, and fe-

venteenth
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venteenth centuries. The collection of
books, though not very confiderable, is
chiefly remarkable for many rare and
valuable editions ; particularly of thofe
which were printed in the fifteenth cen-
tury.

In a fuite of rooms belonging to this
library, is a cabinet of natural curiofi-
ties ; fome antient medals and gems; a
few antiquities found at Augft; a large
collection of prints ; and {fome fine draw-
ings and paintings, confifting chiefly of
originals by Holbein, who was a native
of this town. Thefe pi&tures are, moft
of them, in the higheft prefervation; and
what renders them the more valuable is,
that the connoiffeur can here trace all
the different manners of Holbein, and
compare the productions of his youth
with thofe of his more mature age. The
~ moft valuable of thefe pieces is, the paf-
fion of our Saviour, in eight compart-
ments : a performance in which this ad-
mirable artit has carried to the higheft
perfection that fingular briHiz}ncy of co-
louring fo peculiar to all his compofi-
¢ions. I was much ftruck with a profile
of his friend and patron Erafmuys, writ-

Kk 4 Ing
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ing his commentary upon St. Matthew -
there 1s a fpirit and animation in the
countenance, wonderfully expreflive of the
great author’s fagacious and penetrating
talents.

The dance of death, in the church-yard
of the predicants of the fuburbs of St.
John, is always fhewn to ftrangers as
being of Holbein’s pencil. It is painted
in oil-colours upon a wall, and guarded
by an iron railing : but, as it has feveral
times been retouched, no traces are dif-
coverable of that great mafter’s hand.
In falt, Mr. Horace Walpole, and other
unqueftionable judges, have thewn, be-
yond a doubt, that i1t was painted not
only before Holbein was born, and as a
memorial of the plague which raged at
Bafil during the fitting of the celebrat-
ed council, appomnted by Pope Euge-
nus IV, m 1431 ; but that he was not
even employed in retouching it. It is
probable, however, that, from this an-
tient performance, he took the firft hint
towards compofing his famous drawings
of the dance of death. In treating this
fubjett, he has difcovered fuch wonder-
ful richnefs of imagination, and fhewn

fo
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fo much judgment in the difpofition of
the figures, and fo much fpirit in the
execution of them, that Rubens ftudied
them with particular attention, and took
drawings from them himfelf *,

There are prints taken of fome of thefe
drawings by Hollar, which are very fcarce.
Mr. de Mechel, a celebrated artift of this
place, is now employed in engraving
them after the original defigns 4 ; a work

which

* The originals were purchafed by Mr. Fleichman
of Strafbourg, at the fale of the famous colle&ion
of Crozat, at Paris; of which Mariette has given
a catalogue. They are now in the pofleffion of
prince Gallicin, ambaflador from the emprefs of Ruf-
fia to the court of Vienna. They confift of forty-
four fmall drawings : the outlines are fketched with
a pen, and they are flightly fhaded with Indian ink.
I had frequent opportunities of feeing them, during
my continuance at Vienna; and particularly admired
the amazing variety of attitudes and charalters in
which death is reprefented.

+ They have been publifhed fince this letter was

written. Mr. de Mechel has added four which are

not in the prince’s collection, and which that artift
has taken from the engravings of Hollar., But he
has omitted feveral delightful groupes of bacchana-
lian children (as having no connection with the fub-
jeét) which are equal in nature and in beauty to any
thing I ever faw of Rubens. Mr. de Mechel inge-
nioufly conje&ures, from the dreffes and charalters
: of
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which cannot fail of being highly accept-
able to the admirers of the fine arts. He
has nearly finifhed alfo a fet of prints
from the fine paintings of the Duffeldorf
gallery, and likewife the engravings of
the famous Hedlinger’s medals. This able
engraver has himfelf a fmall but well-
chofen colletion of paintings : and his
magazine of prints (in which article he
carries on a very confiderable trade) is
perhaps the largeft and moft complete n
Europe. I am acquainted with no per-
fon to whom the curious traveller can
addrefs himfelf with greater advantage
than to Mr. de Mechel, nor from whom
he can receive more ufeful information,
To a particular knowledge of the phy-
fical beauties of Swiflerland, he joins a
thorough acquaintance with the different
governments, cuftoms, and manners of
the feveral cantons. As he 1s intimately
connected with the principal men of learn-
ing in this country, his letters of recom-
mendation are the moft defirable, and the

of feveral of the figures in the dance of death, that
the author fketched them while he was in England.
They were, probably, in the Arundelian colletion
when Hollar copied them. '

moft
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moft beneficial, that can be procured : and
he has as much fatisfaétion in confer-
ring, as can be received by accepting, his
good offices. He is indeed poflefled of a
great fund of good-humour, an amiable
franknefs of difpofition, and a certain
originality of manner, which, together
with his other valuable qualities, recom-
mend him as a no lefs pleafing than ufe-
ful acquaintance,

I am, &c.

hin " e Ry P
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H E town of Bafil was formerly
under the dominion of its bifhops,

but their power was gradually diminifh-
ed, till at length, and even before the
reformation, it was almoft reduced to no-
thing. In 1501, the canton joined the
Helvetic confederacy, and had the ninth
rank affigned to it. From that period
the bithops quitted the town ; eftablithed
their refidenceat Porentru; and{oonintire-
ly loft what little authority and inconfi-
derable prerogatives remained to them.
Upon the jntroduétion of the rcfc:r{na-
: tion,
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tion, the conftitution was in fome mea-
fure changed; the power of the arifto-
cracy was much limited, and the govern-
ment took a more republican form than
before. ,

It would feem in theory fcarce poffible
to divide the ariftocratical and democra-
tical commonwealths into fo many diffe-
rent {pecies as are to be found in Swif-
ferland : for, in this country, every re-
public has its peculiar modification, which
diftinguifhes it from all others of the fame
kind; and there is none more fingular than-
that of Bafil. To view the general out-
lines only of the conftitution, it has the
appearance of being an abfolute arifto-
cracy ¥; but, upon confidering it in de-
tail, it will be found to incline towards
a democracy. The fupreme legiflative

* An ariftocracy (flrictly fpeaking) means that
form of government, which places the fupreme
power in the nobles, exclufively of the people ; but
here I mean by it, the confining of the fovereign
authority to a certain limited -number of perfons,
without confidering whether they are patricians or
plebeians, nobles or commons : for, at Bafil every ci-
tizen who is noble, and who chufes to retain his title
of nobility, is excluded from all poflibility of being
elected a member of the fovereign council,

| power
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power refides in the great and little coun-
cls, confifting of about three hundred
members : and the authority of thefe
two councils, combined, is without con-
troul. They enact laws, make war and
peace, contract alliances, and impofe taxes:
they elect the feveral magiftrates, appoint
their own members, nominate to all em-
ployments, and confer the right of bur-
gherfhip. The general adminiftration of
government 1s committed by the fove-
reign council to the fenate, or little coun-
cil ; that 1s, to a part of its own body.
This fenate is compofed of fixty mem-
bers, together with the four chiefs of the
republic, two burgomafters, and two tri-
bunes ; thefe are divided into two bodies,
which act by rotation. The acting divi-
fion continues 1n office one year : they
decide finally in all criminal caufes; {fuper-
intend the police ; and exercife feveral
other powers fubordinate to the {fovereign
eouncil. The colleétive body of citizens af-
fembles only once a year, when the magi-
{trates publicly take an oath to maintain
the laws, and preferve the liberties and

immunities of the people, inviolate. The
reciprocal
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treciprocal oath of allegiance to the magi-
ftrates, is adminiftred to the citizens in
their refpective tribes.

But, notwithftanding the great and
boundlefs prerogatives of the fovereign
council ; yet the meaneft citizen is legally
capable of being admitted a member ; and,
by the fingular method of election, may
poflibly be chofen. For, the members of the
two councils are drawn from all the feveral
ranks of citizens, one clafs only excepted,
v7z. the members of the univerfity. Thefe
atizens are divided into eighteen tribes ;
fifteen of which belong to the larger town,
and three to the fmaller : each of the firft-
mentioned fifteen tribes, returns four
members to the fenate ; and each of the
whole eighteen, fends twelve to the great
council. Formerly thefe elettions were
determined by a plurality of voices : but,
as by this means the richeft candidate
was always certain of being choféen; a
ternaire, as 1t is called, was eftablithed ;
that 1s, three candidates were put in no-
mination, and it was decided by lot
which of the three fhould fucceed to the
vacant poft.

Although this mode of eleftion put a

frop,
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ftop, in fome meafure, to corruption ; yet
it was not {ufficient to counteract entire-
ly the influence of the wealthy : and, as
the tradefmen, of whom the greateft part
of the fovereign council is compofed,
could feldom or never fucceed to the
moft honourable or lucrative employ-
ments ; they procured an act to be pafl-
ed, by which the zernaire was changed
into a fenaire : that is to fay, fix candi-
dates, inftead of three, were put in no-
mination, and drew lots for the charge.
The names of thefe fix are put into one
bag ; and fix tickets, upon one of which
the employment in queftion is written,
are put into another. Two perfons are
appointed, one to each bag, to be the
drawers of this gficial lottery ; and the
candidate againft whofe name the ticket
marked with the employment, is drawn,
obtains the poft.

It would be too tedious, and indeed too
uninterefting, a detail, to enter into a mi-
nute account of the forms and circum-
ftances requifite to be obferved in felect-
ing the feveral candidates to be put in no~
mination. To give you, however, fome

general 1dea of this matter :—Upon a va-
I cancy
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cancy in the great council, for in&ancé,
the fix perfons who are named for can
didates, muft be taken from the citizens
of that tribe, to which the perfon who
occafioned the vacancy belonged ; and
muft be nominated by fuch of the mem-
bers of the fovereign council, who are
of the fame tribe. The candidates for
the fenate are, in fome inftances, no-
minated by the fovereign council at large,
and in others, by thofe members only of
the fovereign council, who belong to the
tribe in which the vacancy happens : but
in both inftances, the candidates put in
nomination muft be members of the
great council. There is but one cafe, in
which the fenaire is not praétifed: for,
upon the death of a burgomatfter, one of
the tribunes fucceeds of courfe to his of-
fice.

Itfhould feem, that avariety of evils muft
neceflarily flow from thisabfurd method of
filling up vacant pofts in the govern-
ment; as they are left intirely to the ca-
pricious difpofal of fortune. In fact, it
has not unfrequently happened, that a
candidate, whofe knowledge and abilities
rendered him capable of being fervice-

6 able
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able to the ftate, has never had the
'good luck to obtain the fuccefsful tick-
€t ; while fortune has beftowed it
upon another by no means qualified
to fulfil the duties of the employment.
However, no_twithl’.’canding the ill ef-
fects that occafionally muft refult from
this cafual method of eletion ; the ma-
nagement of public affairs is in gene-
ral tolerably well conduéted; and there
are few, if any, inftances of civil juftice
being unwifely adminiftred, or of inno-

cence being facrificed to fuperior wealth
Or power.

But it is not the counfellors of {tate and
the {everal magiftrates, that are alone cho-
fen by lot ; even the profeflors in the uni-
verfity are eleted in the fame manner.
The three candidates, however (for in
this inftance the ternaire is {till in ufe)
muft be nominated from among thofe
who have taken their door’s degrees.
Hence nothing is more common than to
folicit the being chofen one of the candi-
. dates for the profeflorfhip of a fcience,
‘which the party has never made the pe-
culiar object of his ftudies; if the chair
of that particular branch of Iiterature in

L~ which
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which he excels is already occupied : for,
under thefe circumftances, the refpective
unqualified profeflors change places with
each other. Thus (to mention an inftance
from a family well known to all who are
converfant in mathematical learning) John
Bernouli, the famous mathematical pro-
feflor in this univerfity, who died in 1748,
left two fons, James, and John, ({tall Tiv-
ing) who are juftly celebrated for their
{kill in that {cience, in which both their
father and grandfather fo eminently ex-
celled.  John, after having been feveral
times an unfuccefsful candidate for dif-
ferent profeflorfhips, was at length chofen
by lot profeflor of rbetoric; but upon
his father’s death, he changed with Mr.
Rumipeck, to whom fortune, with. her
ufual judgment, had thought proper to
aflign the chair of mathematics. A fi-
milar circumfitance happened to his bro-
ther Daniel : chance conferred upon him
the profeflorfhip of éozany and anatomy,
which he fome years afterwards had an
opportunity of happily exchanging for

that of natural philofophy.
The fumptuary laws are very ftriét at
Bafil : befides thofe which are common
2 to



[ "5ds 1]
to fome other of the Swifs republics ; the
jealoufy of the democratical party has
procured additional ones. The ufe of
coaches in the town is not prohibited
here as at Zuric; but, what is more fin-
gular, no citizen or inhabitant who
keeps his carriage, is allowed to have a
fervant behind it. Their laws of this
kind may perhaps be carried, in fome in-
ftances, to a {crupulous and even ridicu-
lous minutenefs ; upon the whole, how-
ever, they are excellent regulations, and
not only ufeful but neceflary in a fmall
republic. They have certainly operated
with great advantage in this town : for,
although it contains feveral families who
are confiderably rich; yet a happy fim-
plicity of manners is ftill {fo predominant,
that you would {mile if I were to parti-
cularife thofe articles which pafs here un-
der the opprobrious denomination of Jux-
#ry. And, notwithftanding the neighbour-
hood of France, the French modes and
fafhions, which are fo univerfally {pread
among the principal inhabitants of Fri-
bourg and Soleyre, are totally unknown

at Bafil. :
The lower rank of citizens are in ge-
Lla " neral
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neral fo ftrongly prejudiced in favour of
their own country, that they {feem to be well
convinced true felicity 1s only to be found
at Bafil : and indeed that clafs of people
are in no part of the world more happy.
Every perfon boafts that he is free, and
in reality is {o: and, as the citizens not
only poflefs very confiderable privileges
and immunities, but each individual may
alfo indulge the hope of being one day
chofen into the fovereign council ; he en-
joys a certain degree of refpett and con-
fideration extremely flattering to his {elf-
importance. In falt, there are feveral a-
mong the magiftrates who exercife the
meaner trades; one of the prefent members
of the little council, 1s a baker. He is
indeed a man of diftinguifhed knowledge
and ment; and has had a chance even of
being chief of the republic: for, he has
been twice nominated one of the fix candi-

dates for the tribunefhip of the people.
The conduct of magiftrates, 1s no
where more freely, nor more {everely,
criticifed than at Bafil. The people may
fometimes, no doubt, extend this privi-
lege beyond its proper limits ; but they
can never be totally reftrained from ex-
excifing
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ercifing it, without friking at the vitals
of their liberty : it is effential to its ex-
iftence, and no free government can long
furvive its extinétion.

Bafil is by far the largeft, and feems
formerly to have been one of the moft
populous, towns of Swifferland : its ex-
tent 1s capable of containing with eafe,
above an hundred thoufand inhabitants ;
whereas 1t can fcarcely number eleven
thoufand. Many particular caufes may
have concurred to occafion this remark-
able decreafe of people ; but I will men-
tion only one or two of the general rea-
fons to which it may be afligned.

It is proved, from undoubted calcula-
tions, that in all great cities the number
of burials exceeds that of births; confe-
quently, unlefs this unequal proportion
of the latter to the former be compen-
fated by a conftant acceflion of new in-
habitants, every great town in procefs of
time muft neceflarily become depopulated.
Now the citizens of Bafil are fo jealous
of the right of burgherfhip, and pride
themfelves fo much upon the privileges
which accompany it, that they feldom
deign to confer it upon foreigners: a

Lol 3 fupply
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fupply therefore to ballance that gradual
wafte of people I have mentioned, can
never be had by an influx of ftrangers,
where they are not permitted to carry on
any commerce, or to follow any trade.
A few years ago, indeed, fome of the ma-
giftrates, fenfible of the impolicy of this
unlimited prohibition, procured a law,
by which the freedom of the town and
the right of burgherfhip was allowed to
be conferred upon ftrangers; but it was
clogged at the fame time with fo many
reftrictions, as by no means to anfwer
the purpofe for which it was intended.
Every principle, indeed, of private intereft
and ambition, concurred to prevent its
efficacy : and no wonder ; for, bodies of
men are {eldom actuated by fo generous
a {pirit as to facrifice their perfonal and
immediate advantages, to the future wel-
fare and profperity of their country.

{ am, &e.

| e D il B Dl | e v 0l

URIOSITY led me, during my
continuance at Bafil, to vifit the hof-

pital and burying-ground of St. James, not
far
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far from the town, and near the {fmall river
Birfch, celebrated for a moft remarkable
and defperate combat, which was fought
In 1444, between the Swifs and the dau-
phin of France, afterwards Louis XI : and
never was Swifs valour and intrepidity {o
fignally difplayed, as by a few battalions
of their troops on that memorable day.
This famous battle was in confe-
quence of fome difputes, which arofe be-
tween the canton of Zuric and thofe of
Schweitz and Glaris. The former refuf-
ing to abide by the mediation of the five
neutral cantons, who had decided in fa-
vour of the two latter; a civil war en-
fued : upon which occafion, Zuric en-
tered into an alliance with the emperor
Frederic I1II. The feven laft-mentioned
cantons, in order to force the canton of
Zuric to renounce this alliance with the
houfe of Auftria, which they juftly con-
fidered as an infringement of their league;
laid fiege to that town. Frederic, unable
to fend a {fufficient body of troops to its
relief, applied for additional fuccours to
Charles VII, king of France; who, as
well with a view of diffolving the coun-

cil of Bafil, as for the particular purpofe
L1g4 required,



L w550 7

required, ordered a confiderable army of
meicenary troops to march, under the
command of his fon Louis. Accord-
ingly the dauphin entered with his forces
anto Alface ; and, after laying wafte and
harrafling the adjacent provinces, ap-
peared before Bafil. Upon this occa-
fion, a detachment of fifteen hundred
Swifs from the army of the confederates
(at that time employed in befieging Farn{-
berg) were ordered to throw themfelves
mnto the town of Bafil, which was but
thinly garrifoned.

This handful of men advanced with-
out interruption to the plain of Brattelen ;
where they charged, with fuch determin-
ed and weli-conducted valour, eight thou-
fand of the enemy’s cavalry, that the lat-
ter weie driven back as-far as Mutleez ;
at which place the repulfed were joined
by another corps : but, notwithftanding
this reinforcement, the Swifs attacking
them again with the fame intrepidity as
before, forced them to repafs the river
Bir{ch ; where the main body of the
army was chiefly drawn up. Such was
the firmnefs and f{olidity  of the Swifs
in thefe feveral rencounters, that, to ufe

the
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the expreffion of an old French chronicle,
when the cavalry charged ¢ they could
¢ make no more impreffion, than if they
“¢ had attacked a rock, or an impenetrable
¢ wall.” The Swifs, encouraged by this
wonderful fuccefs, and exafperated with
the moft fpirited indignation againft the
invaders of their country ; difregarding
the remonftrances of their officers, rafhly
attempted to force their paflage over a
bridge, which was guarded by a large bedy
of the enemy : but, this effort of incon-
fiderate valour proving ineffettual, every
man of thefe gallant {oldiers, throwing
himf{elf into the river, where it was ford-
able, gained the oppofite fhore, in the
face of a battery of cannon that was

playing againft them.
But what could the defperate courage of
{fo {fmall a number of troops avail, againft
an army of 30,000 men advantageoufly
pofted in an open plain ? They had no
alternative but either to throw down their
arms, or glorioufly expire with them in
their hands. They bravely chofe the lat-
ter : accordingly five hundred of them
took pofleflion of a fmall ifland near the
bridge, where, after refolutely defending
them{elves
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themfelves to the laft extremity, they were
all of them cut to pieces. A like num-
ber forced their way through the ranks of
the enemy, and were making towards
Bafil ; when they were oppofed by a large
body of horfe, who were pofted there to
prevent the inhabitants of the town from
fallying out, and coming to the relief of
their countrymen. Being now furround-
ed on all fides, they threw themfelves into
the hofpital of St. James ; and, lining the
walls of the burying-ground, refifted for
fome time the united affaults of the whole
French army. At length the hofpital be-
ing fet on fire, and the cannon having
battered down the walls of the burying-
ground, they fought no longer in hopes
of victory ; but fhll refolving that it fhould
coft their enemies as dear as poffible, they
continued to defend their lives to the laft
galp.

/Eneas Sylvius, (afterwards pope Pi-
us I1.) relates, among other actions of fin-
gular valour, exerted by this heroic troop,
a particular inftance which I cannot for-
bear mentioning. Four of the French
attacked a fingle Swifs, and having killed

and {tripped him, proceeded to infult the
i dead
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dead body; being obferved by a com-
panion of the flain, he feized a battle-ax,
rufhed upon the four; killed two of them,
and put the others to flight ; then fling-
ing the dead body of his friend upon his
fhoulders, carried it to a place of fecu-
rity ; and returning to the attack, was
killed.

Of the whole number but fixteen ef-
<aped from the field of battle : and thefe,
agreeably to the old Spartan difcipline,
were branded with infamy, for not hav-
ing facrificed their lives in defence of their
country. Among thofe who were defpe-
rately wounded, and left upon the field
of action, thirty-two only were found
fill alive. The names of many of thefe
glorious combatants were carefully regi-
ftered, and fhll remain upon record.

It 1s not eafy to afcertain the nume
ber of forces on both fides in this ever
memorable engagement. As far as one
can judge, by comparing the feveral re-
lations of the French and German hif-
torians, the army of the dauphin a-
mounted at leaft to 30,000. Charles

VII. and his fon Louis, in their letters to
the German princes on this occafion, re-

prefent
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prefent the total lofs of the Swifs to have
been about 3,000 : and perhaps that a¢-
count is not much exaggerated. With
refpect to the flain on the fide of the
dauphin, the amount is fill more uncer-
tain: his lofs, however, muft have been
very confiderable, for he remained three
days upon the field of battle; and, the
better to conceal the number of the killed,
he ordered the dead bodies to be fecretly
buried in different parts of the neighbour-
hood. Add to this, that he was effec-
tually prevented from profecuting his de-
figns upon Swifferland, and compelled to
retire with his fhattered army into Alface.
That prince himfelf, indeed, declared,
that fuch another victory would ruin his
army ; and generoufly confeffed, that he
derived no other advantage from it, than
to know and efteem the valour of the
Swifs. Accordingly, this combat may
be confidered as forming a remarkable
zra m the hiftory of the Swifs: for, it
gave riie to their treaty with Charles VII,
and was the firft alliance they ever en-
tered into with France.

The war, however, between the houfe

of Auftria and Zuric on one fide, and
the

F
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the {feven cantons on the other, continued
until the year 1446, when a peace was
concluded by the mediation and decifion
of the arbiters chofen for that purpofe :
Zuric renounced its alliance with the
houfe of Auftria; and the Helvetic con-
federacy was again folemnly renewed and
confirmed between the eight cantons.
Upon this occafion, two very important
articles of the public law of Swifferland,
were finally fettled : Firft, that all difputes
between any of the particular cantons,
fhall be decided by the mediation of the
neutral ones; and in cafe either of the
two contending parties refufe to acquiefce
under their judgment, the neutral cantons
are empowered to have recourfe ‘to arms,
in order to compel the republic in queftion
to abide by their determination : Second-
ly, notwithftanding the right which ei-
ther of the cantons might have referved to
itfelf, of contracting alliances with foreign
powers, yet the other confederates are
to judge, whether fuch alliance is con-
tradictory to, or incompafible with, the
articles of the general union; and if it
fhould appear to be {o, it is declared ut-
terly null-and void.

I can-
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I cannot clofe this letter without ad-
ding, that the Swifs ftill talk of this f4-
mous action with the warmeft enthu-
fiafm. Accordingly, the inhabitants of
Bafil form parties every year, to an inn
fituated near the hofpital and burying-
ground above-mentioned, in order to
commemorate, in a red wine produced
from fome vineyards planted on the field
of battle, the heroic deeds of their brave
countrymen, who fo glorioufly facrificed
their lives upon the occalion. This wine,
- which they call ¢ the blood of the Swifs,”
is highly prized by the Bafilians, though
it has little to recommend it in point of
flavour : neverthelefs, I am much mif-
taken if that famous line of Horace,

Non miffura cutem nifi plena cruoris —

was more applicable to the teazing poet
he mentions, than it is to thofe jovial
patriotic parties at their anniverfary pota-
tions of the ¢ Sang des Suiffes.”

Iam, &c.

LETTER
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EET T E'R S XLHIL

AVING, 1 the courfe of my for-

mer letters, communicated to you
fuch obfervations as I was able to make
during my tour through Swifferland, con-
cerning the laws, government, ftate of
literature, &c. of each canton in parti-
cular; I will now requeft from you the
fame candid indulgence I have fo re- -

peatedly experienced, whilft I lay before
you a few concluding remarks, in relation

to the ftate of Swiflerland in general.

There 1s no part of Europe which
contains, within the fame extent of re-
gion, fo many independent common-
wealths, and fuch a variety of different
governments, as are colleted together
in this remarkable and delightful coun-
try ; and yet, with fuch wifdom was the
Helvetic union compofed, and fo little
have the Swifs, of late years, been atu-
ated with the f{pirit of conqueft, that
fince the firm and complete eftablifh-
ment of their general confederacy, they
have fcarcely ever had occafion to employ
their arms againﬁ: a foreign enemy; and
have
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have had no hoftile commotions among
them{elves, that were not very {oon hap-
pily terminated. Perhaps there is not a
fimilar inftance in antient or modern
hiftory, of a warlike people, divided into
little independent republics, clofely bor-
dering upon each other, and of courfe
having occafionally interfering interefts,
having continued, during fo long a pe-
tiod, in an almoft uninterrupted ftate of
tranquillity. And thus, while the feveral
neighbouring kingdoms have fuffered, by
turns, all the horrors of internal war,
this favoured nation hath enjoyed the fe-
licity defcribed by Lucretius, and looked
down with fecurity upon the various tem-
pefts that have fhaken the world around
them.

But the happinefs of a long peace,
has neither broken the {pirit, nor ener-
vated the arm of this people. The youth
are diligently trained to all the martial ex-
ercifes, fuch as running, wreftling, and
fhooting both with the crofs-bow. and
the mufket; a confiderable number of
well-difciplined Swifs troops are always
employed in foreign fervices ; and the
whole people are enrolled, and regularly

- exercifed
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&xercifed in their refpectivemilitia. Bythefe
means they are capable, in cafe it thould be
neceflary,of colleting a very refpectable bo=
dy of forces, which could not fail of prov-
ing formidable to any enemy who fhould
invade their country, or attack their liber-
ties. Thus, while moft of the other
ftates upon the continent are tending
more and more towards a military govern-
ment, Swiflerland alone has no ftanding
armies ; and yet, from the nature of its
fituation, from its particular alliances,
and from the policy of its internal go-
vernment, 1s more fecure from invafion
than any other European power, and full
as able to withftand the greateft force that
can be brought againtt it.

But the felicity of Swiflerland does not
confift merely in being peculiarly ex~
empted from the burdens and miferies of
war ; there 1s no country in which hap-
pinefs and content more univerfally pre-
vail among the people. For, whether
the government be ariftocratical, demo-
cratical, or mixed ; abfolute or limited;
a general fpirit of liberty pervades and

- actuates the feveral conftitutions: fo that
 gven the oligarchical ftates (which, of all
M m others,
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others, are ufually the moft tyrannical)
are here peculiarly mild; and the pro-
perty of the- fubject is fecurely guarded
againft every kind of violation.

But there 1s one general defet in their
criminal jurifprudence, which prevails
throughout this country. For, although

the Caroline code, as it 1s ftyled, or the:

code of the Emperor Charles the Vth,
forms in each of the republics the princi-
pal bafis of their penal laws, with parti-

cular modifications and additions in dif-

ferent diftricts ; yet much too great a la-
titude 1s -allowed to the refpective judges,
who are lefs governed in their determina-
tions by this code, or any-other written
law, than by the common principles of
juftice. How far long experience may
have juftified the prudence of trufting
them with this extraordinary privilege, I
cannot fay; but difcretionary powers of
this kind, are undoubtedly liable to the
moft alarming abufe, and can mever,
without the greateft hazard, be committed
to the hands of the magiftrate,

I cannot forbear reflecting, upon this
occafion, on the fuperior wifdom, 1in the

prefent mﬁance aswell as in many others, :'_4

af
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of our own moft invaluable conftitution s
and 1ndeed, it is impofiible for an En glifh~
man to obferve, in his travels, the govern-
mentsof other countries, withoutbecoming
4 warmer and more affeCtionate admirer of
his own. In England, the life and liberty
of the fubject does not depend upon the
arbitrary decifion of his judge, but is fe-
cured by exprefs laws, from which no
magiftrate can depart with Impunity.
This guarded precifion, it is true, may
occafionally, perhaps, be attended with
fome inconveniences ; but they are over-
balanced by advantages of fo much
greater weight as to be fcarcely percep-
tible in the fcales of juftice. I do not
mean, however, to throw any imputa-
tion upon the officers of criminal jurif-
di¢tion in Swifferland : as far as I could
obferve, they adminifter diftributive juf-
tice with an impartial and equitable
hand.

I remarked, with peculiar fatisfaGion,
the excellent ftate of the prifons through-
out this country, and the humane pre-
cautions which the {feveral legiflatures
have taken with refpect to felons : a
circumftance which could not fail of
! Mm 2 ﬂ.’[lklﬂg
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{triking me the more forcibly, as the cori..'

trary is but too vifible in England. InX

Swillerland, the criminals are confined in
wholefome and feparate wards; and inftead
of languithing long in prifon, to the great
mjury of their health, or total wafte of
their little remnant of money; they are
almoft 1mmediately brought to trial.

—=In England, a criminal, or one fufpected

to be fuch, may be confined {ix months
before his fate fhall be determined : and
if he happen to be proved innocent, and
{hould be in low circumitances ; the lofs
of his time, together with the expences of
the gaol-fees, may probably occafion his
utter iuin ; while his morals are 1n no lefs
danger, by being compelled to aflociate
with a fet of abandoned wretches, loft to all
fenfe of fhame, andencouraging each other
in their common profligacy. How much
1s 1t to be lamented, that, while our code
of criminal jurifprudence 1s in general
formed upon principles, which diftin-
guifh us with honour among the nations
of Europe ; that our courts of juftice are
thrown open to the view of all the world ;
and that we enjoy the ineftimable and al-
moft peculiar privilege of being tried by

g * our

p;‘-;f‘._-'liia'___'l_i' W .'u. .'-_-\. K

.
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.#ur equals ; how much (I cannot forbear
repeating) is it to be lamented, that the
fame equitable and humane {pirit thould
be found wanting in {o important an arti-
cle of our penal laws * !

One cannot but be aftonifthed, as well
as concerned, to find, that in a country

* For a more particular account of the prifons in
Swiflerland, the reader is referr’d to a treatife con-
cerning ¢ The flate of the prifens in England and
€¢ Wales, and an account of [ome foreign prifons, by
¢ “Yohn Howard, Efg; 1777.” In this treatife (which
merits the attention of every friend to humanity) the
worthy author has produced many melancholy
proofs of the fad ftate of the Englith prifons, and
how very inferior they are to thofe abroad in every cir-
cumftance relating to the health and good govern-

ment of the unhappy perfons confined in them.
And it cannot but afford him the moft fenfible

{atisfa&ion to find, that his benevolent and perfe-
vering labours have already been productive of fome.
very advantageous regulations, particularly concern-
ing the fees of prifoners who fhall be acquitted, and
the prevention of the gaol diltemper.  As M:r. H,
{till continues his laudable refearches through all
the moft confiderable prifons upon the continent,
and intends fubmitting the refult of them to the
confideration of Parliament ; it may juftly be hoped,
¢hat he will be rewarded with the happinefs of ha-
ving become the means of effeGtually fixing the at-
¢ention of the Britifh Senate upon an objeét fo high-
ly deferving the care of every wife and hymane legiq

flaturc,
' Mm 3 where
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wwhere the true principles of civil govern=

ment are fo well underftood and fo ge-
nerally adopted as in Swifleriand, that
the trial by torture is not yet abolifhed -
for, m fome particular cafes, the fuf-
pected criminal js ftill put to the rack.
The 1nefficacy, no lefs than the inhuma-
nity, of endeavouring to extort the truth
by the feveral horrid inftruments which
too ngenious cruelty has devifed for that
purpofe, has been fo often expofed by
the ableft writers, that it would be equal-
ly impertinent and fuperfiuous to trouble
you with any refiections of mine upon
the fubject: and indeed, the whole ftrength
of the feveral arguments that have been
urged upon this occafion, is comprifed in
thevery juft and pointed obfervation of the
admirable Bruyere, that /z queffion coff une
snvention merveilleufe & tout-a-fuit fire,
pour perdre un innocent qui a la complexion

Jfoible, & fauwver un coupable qui eft né ro-

oufle *. I cannot, however, but add, in
juftice to the Swifs, that zealous advo-
cates have not been wanting among them
for the total abolition of torture: but ar~

* Caralleres, Vol, ii, p. 203+

T _ gument#
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guments of reafon, and fentiments of hu-
manity, have been found, even in this ci-
vilifed and enlightened country, to avail
little againft inveterate cuftom and long-
confirmed prejudices .

Learning

+ Criminal juftice is here, as in the greateft part
of Europe, adminiftred agreeably to the rules of the
civil law. According to the maxims of that code,
the criminal’s confeflion is abfolutely requiiite, in
order to his {uffering capital punifhment ; and con-
fequently, all thofe nations who have not eftablith~
ed a new code of criminal jurifprudence, retain the
ufe of torture.

The prefent king of Pruflia, it ic well known, fet
the example in Germany, of aboiifhing this inhu-
man praétice ; but few, perhaps, are apprifed, that
the firft hint of this reformation was fuggeited ta
him by reading the Hiftory of England. For, one
of the principal arguments in {upport of this me-
thod of extorting confeffion, being that it affords
the beft means of difcovering plots againft govern~
ment ; the fagacious monarch remarked, that the
Britith annals fully confuted the fallacy of that rea-
foning. Few kingdoms, he obferved, had abound-
ed more in confpiracies and rebellions than Eng-
land ; and yet that the leaders and abettors of them
had been more fuccefsfully traced and difcovered,
without the ufe of torture, than in any country
where it was praétifed, ¢ From thence,” added this
wife politician, fpeaking upon the fubject, I faw
«¢ the abfurdity of torture, and abolifhed it accord-
< ingly.”

Mm 4 The
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Learning 1s lefs generally diffufed a«
mong the catholic than the proteftant
{tates : but in both, a man of letters will
find abundant opportunities of gratify-
ing his refearches and improving his
knowledge. To the natural philofopher,
Swifferland will afford an inexhauftible
{ource of entertainment and information,
as well from the great variety of phyfical
curiofities fo plentifully {pread over the
country, as from the confiderable num-
ber of perfons eminently fkilled in that
branch of {cience. Indeed in every town,
and almoft in every wvillage, the curious
traveller will meet with colleétions wor-
thy of his attention ¥,

| With

‘The above anecdote, which I had from very re-
fpectable authority, bears the moft honourable tefti-
mony to the efficacy as well a- the mildnefs of our

penal laws, and to the fuperior excellency of the
procefs obferved in our courts of criminal juftice.

¥ If the reader fhould be defirous of particular
information concerning the feveral laft-mentioned
articles ; he will find his curiofity gatified in the mofk
fatisfactory manner, in Bernouli’s Lettres fur diffe-
yent fujets, &c. which contain, not only a very ac-
curate defcription of all the various cabinets, and
collections of natural hiftory, to which I have al-
Juded, but alfo an account of the feveral men of let~

ters
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With refpect to agriculture; there is,
perhaps, no country in the world where
the advantageous effects of unwearied and
perfevering induftry are more remarkably
confpicuous. In travelling over the moun-
tainous parts of Swiflerland, I was ftruck
with admiration and aftonifhment, to ob-
ferve rocks, that were formerly barren,
now planted with vines, or abounding in
rich pafture; and to mark the traces of
the plough along the fides of precipi-
ces fo fteep, that it muft be with great
difficulty that a horfe could even mount
them. In a word, the inhabitants {eem
to have furmounted every obftruction
which foil, fituation, and climate, had
thrown in their way, and to have fpread
fertility over various {pots of the country
which nature feemed to have configned to
everlafting barrennefs. In fine, a gene-
ral fimplicity of manners, an open and
unaftected franknefs, together with an
invincible fpirit of freedom, may juftly
be mentioned in the number of thofe

ters who have diftinguifhed themfelves in Germany,
Swifferland, and the fouth of France. The inge-~
nious author propofes favouring the world with two
additional volumes upon the fame fubjeéls, relating
to Italy,

peculiar
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peculiar qualities which dignify the pub-
lic character of this people, and diftin
guith them with honour among the na-
tions of Europe.

I have now laid before you the prin~
cipal obfervations which occurred to me
in my journey through Swiflerland : hap-
py ! if they may in any refpeét have con~
tributed to your information or amufe-
ment. They were originally intended
merely as a private memorial of friend-
thip ; but I have an additional fatisfaction
in the very unexpeted opportunity they
now afford me of more openly tefhifying
the fincere efteem with which I am,

Dear Sir,
Your very affeCtionate,

and obliged humble fervant,

WILLIAM COXE.

APPENDIX.



The eight antient cantons

The five new cantons,
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No. I

HE following table exhibits at one
view the prefent order of the thirteen
cantons, and the =ra of their reception
into the Helvetic confederacy.

Zurie: * o
Berne.
Lucerne —
Uri O
Schweitz =
Underwziden
Lug —_
(slaris =

Bafil ——
Frihuurg e
Soleure —

Schaffhaufen
Appenzel —

~ Reformed religion

— Reformed —_—
— Catholic ——
— Catholic s
— Catholic —_
— Catholic —
— Catholic —

— Mixed =—  o=—

— Reformed —_
— Catholic —
— Catholic —_—
~— Reformed . —
— Mixed — —

1350
1352
1332
T3NS
1315
1315
1352
135K

1501
1481
1481
1501
1513

The
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The quota of troops to be furnifhed
by each canton in cafe of war, will appear
from the following diftribution, which
was fixed in 1668, in order to form a
confederate army of 9,600 men. The
fame proportion to be obferved, if an
augmentation of troops might be thought
neceflary.

Zurie — — 1,400
Berne — - 2,000
Lucerne — - 1,20Q
Un — — 400
Schweitz — —_— 6oo
Underwalden e 400
Zug — — 480
Glaris e — 400
Bafil —_— — 400
Fribourg — e 8oo
Soleure -— — 6co
Schafthaufen - 400
Appenzel  — -~ 600

9,600

APPENDIX,
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NoT 1T,

Extrat from Saxo GramMMATICUS.

E C filentio implicandum, quod fe-
quitur, ‘Toko quidam aliquamdiu

regis (1.e. Haraldi Blaatand) ftipendia meri-
tus officiis quibus commilitones fuperabat
complures virtutum fuarum hoftes effe-
cerat. Hic forte fermone inter convivas
temulentius habito tam copiofo fe fagit-
tandi ufu callere jactitabat, ut pomum
quantumcunque exiguum baculo e difs
tantii {fuperpofitum, prima fpiculi direc-
tione feriret. Qu vox primum obtrec-
tantium auribus excepta regis etiam aue
ditum attigit. Sed mox principis impro=-
bitas patris fiduciam ad filii periculum
tranftulit, dulcifimum vite ejus pignus
baculi loco ftatui imperans. Cui nifi
promiflionis auctor primo fagittz conatu
pomum impofitum excuffiffet, proprio
capite inanis jatantie poenas luv.a:ret. Ur-
gebat imperium regis militem majora pro-
miflis edere, alien® obtrectationis infidiis
parum
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parum {obrie vocis jactum carpenti-
bus, &C.~——

Exhibitum Toko adolefcentem attentiug
monuit, ut zquis auribus capiteque inde-
flexo quam patientiffime ftrepitum jaculi
venientis exciperet, ne levi corporis motu
efficaciflima artis experientiam fruftrare-
tur. Praterea demends formidinis con-
fillum circumipiciens, vultum ejus ne
vifo telo terretur, avertit. ‘Tribus deinde
fagittis pharetrd expofitis prima quam
nervo inferuit propofito obftaculo in-
C1d it , e * ;

Interrogatus autem a rege Toko cur
plura pharetre fpicula detraxiflfet, cum
fortunam arcus femel duntaxat experi-
mento profequi debuiffet: « Ut in te,”
inquit, ¢ primi errorem reliquorum acu-
< mine vindicarem, ne mea forte inno-
‘“ centia penam tui impunitatem expe-
¢ riretur violentia.” Quo tam libero
dicto et fibi fortitudinis titulum deberi
docuit, et regis imperium pacna dignum
oftendit.

Lib. x. p. 286. Edit. Leipfic. 1771.

| i BECH I Ral A



POSTSCRIPE

N grder ¢ averd the perpetual interrup=

tion of references from the text to the
mgrging the author thought it moft conve=
nient, and equally fatisfallory, to bis reader,
ro inform bim in a poflfeript, that the prin-
tipal writers upon whofe autbority be refls
sbe biflorical and political parts of the fore-
going letters, are, Guillimannus de rebus
Helvetiorum, Hiftoire de la Confedera-

tion Helyetique, Stanyan’s Account of
Swiflerland, Diétionnaire de la Suifle,
Hiftoire des Revolutions de la Haute Al-
lemagne ; fogether with féveral occafional
pieces of unqueflionable credit, that be found
in the refpective places to which they ve-
late.
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