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T HE

INTRODUCTION.

R OM the firft Eftablithment

of the London Infirmary, where
daily numbers of difeafed Objeds re-

fort for Relief, I have made it my
chief Study to turn this great Oppor-
.tunity to the Advantage of the Pub-
lic, by making proper Obfervations
upon the Operation of Medicines in
all Conftitutions, in order to find out,
if pofiible, furer and more concife
Means than are commonly known,
to cure divers calamitous Difeafes in-
cident to Mankind.  And as Epilep-

B {1es
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fies and Hyfteric Fits are of late be-
come very frequent, and reduce the
unhappy Perfon labouring under them
to the moft deplorable Condition ;
I therefore publith here, by Way of
Effay, divers Cales, by whofe Example
the Reader will fee the Method I
treated them with, and its Succefs;
what Intention is chiefly to be pui-
{fued, and how the Remedies are to
be varied, according to the Exigency
of the Symptoms, Age, Conftitution,
8ex, and other Circumftances.

From thefe Obfervations it appears
in general, that Evacuations are the
Foundation of the Cure in all kind
of Fits, which however fhould be
moderated with Judgment, in Pro-
portion to the Strength of the Pati-
ent; and that the proximate Caufes

of the Difeafe require Medicines pro-
perly
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perly adapted to remove them. Thus
in obftru&ted Women troubled with
Fits, deobftruent Medicines are par-
- ticularly indicated ; when Fits pro-
ceed from a local Diforder or exter-
nal Injury, befides Internals, topical
Application is allo required; when
from an Excefs in the Non-naturals,
thefe muft be regulated ; when from
Worms, all the Tribe of nervous
Drogues and Preparations prove in-
effe@ual, but Helmintics muft do the
Bufinefs. In fhort, if the Pra&itio-
ner does not make this Diftin&ion,
the' Attempt will not only prove
fruitlefs, but alfo may b¢ injurious to
the Conftitution.

How vain therefore is it to ima-
gine, that Mifletoe, Valerian, or
any ‘other Drogue fhould cure Fits

frqm thofe {everal Caufes by a {pe-~
- B 2 cific



o
gt

[ 4]
cific Virtue; or that Pretenders in
Phyfick can fell, by Way of Adver-
tifement, Medicines fuitable in all
Cafes and Conditions of Life?

I am fenfible that fome have taken
upon them to publith Cafes, either
intirely fiitious, or embellifhed with
Variety of Symptoms and Courfes of
Medicines, hatched in their own
Brain, toraife their Reputation, which
has brought this moft ufeful Way of
Writing into fome Difregard, and
made me hefitate a little at firft,
when I undertook this Tafk. But
Fa&s are ftubborn Things, and not
to be baffied; and as the prefent Ca-
{es are genuine, and literally true in
every Particular (which by the by
may apologize for the Plainnefs of
Stile they appear in) as any one may
be convinced of by infpe&ting our

Books
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Books at the Infirmary; Iflatter my-
{elf they will be ufeful, and receiv-
ed with that Diflin&ion as is due
to a Set of Rules the Pra&itioner
may follow with all the Safety ima-
ginable.

Some of thefe Cafes indeed are long
and tedious, either by Reafon that the
Means were not ufed {o diligently
as was requifite, or that they did not
admit of a {peedier Cure, and there-
fore perhaps would have been deemed
as incurable in the common Way of
Pra&tice. For the regular Praétitio-
ner is feldom indulged long enough
in chronical Cafes, to try fairly the
Efficacy of his Method ; whereas the
Empyric is {uffered, withoutrepining,
to go on impofing upon his Patient,
as long as he pleafes; and for this
Reafon it 1s I have inferted thofe

B3 Cafes-
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Calfes defignedly as a Rebuke to that
injudicious Way of Proceeding;
1 take the Liberty of mentioning
the Names at length, of thofe who
were cured at the Expenceof the Iz-
firmary, thinking it a Debt due from
them to the Public, to fhew by their
Example what Method may ferve ta
cure their Benefa&ors and other Fel-
low Creatures, affli¢ted with the like
Difeafes. But a few anonymous Ca-
fes are inferted from private Pradice,
and only fuch as corroborate fome of
the others, to avoid, if poflible, all
| Sufpicion of Fallacy; and if thefe
1.. thould be called in Queftion, I can
5?' at any Time verify every Particular
in Relation to them.
As the Spirit of Quacking prevails
at prefent to an Excefs, left this
Tra& thould encourage the Ignorant

to
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to dabble with my Materials, I only
mention the Medicines given, but
not their Quantities or Dofes; which
therefore is left to the Difcretion of
the fkilful Pra&itioner.

I {hall not trouble the Reader with
a long Detail of {peculative Notions
upon the Subje&, butonly infert, by
way of Introduction, a brief Account,
to furnifh fo much as may be necef-
fary to form a proper Diftinétion be-
tween thefe Cafes, and to illuftrate
the various Symptoms that occur in
them. -

The Epilepfy appears fo {urprifing
in many Refpes, that in former
Ages it has been attributed to the par-
ticular Operation of the Gods, De-
vils, and Witchcraft, and other {uper-
natural Caufes. For no Gefture, In-
flexion, or Pofture of the Body is to

B 4 be
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be conceived, which it doth not pro-
duce; as running, turning, bending
every Way, lying down like dead,
ftanding upright, or keeping the Body
in a ftiff and almoft infuperable Poft-
tion.

Epileptic Fits are convulfive Mo-
tions, in which the whole Body or
Part thereof are varioufly contracted
and agitated. The Perfon is feized
fuddenly, deprived of his Senfes and
Underftanding, and thrown down
with a {ort of Force. When down
he grinds his Teeth, rolls about his
Eyes, foams at Mouth, beats his
Head, clenches his Hands, works his
Arms, Legs and Body. Sometimes
he lies diftorted, or extended like
dead, and in moft the Breafts, Hypo-
chondria and Belly {fwell. When the
Fit is going off, he commonly lies

as
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as if faft afleep, and when come to
~ himfelf he knows nothing of what is
paft, but complains of a Numbnefs
and a kind of Heavinefs of the Head,
and univerfal Laflitude.

The Greatnefs of the Difeafe is
judged from the Number of thefe
Symptoms that concur in the Fit,
and the Time of its Duration.

Boetius in affetibus omiffis, men-
tions as an extraordinary Cafe a Boy
of twelve Years of Age, who when
the Fit was coming on, took to run-
ning ftreight forwards through Fire
and Water till he met with Refi-
ftance, o as to be hindred from ad-
vancing any farther ; which he calls
Epileppia Curfroa. Two Cafes of
this kind have offered to me, the
one a Boy, the other a Girl, which
the Reader will find among the Ob-

{ervations,
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{ervations, together with Examples of
moft other A&ions or Poftures above-
mentioned.

All thefe various and ﬁil‘prlﬁng
Ac&ions of the Body are owing to the
different Contra&ions of the Mulcles
from the various and irregular Im-
pulfe of the nervous Fluid. |

Epilepfies are {ometimes heredi-
tary, either from the Father or Mo-
ther ; they alfo proceed from a local
Diforder 1in and about the Brain, as
when it is injured in its Integuments,
Superficies, Subftance, Ventricles, or
Veflels ; from Wounds, Bruifes, Im-
pofthumations, Ichor, Blood, f{harp
Lymph in other Parts of the Body ;
from bony Excre{cences of the Infide
ot the Cranium, or a Depreflion of
it. All which Caufes are aggravated,
when fubfifting, by a Plethora, too

great
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great. Motion, Heat, Drunkennefs,
Gluttony, Venery ; Paflions of the
Mind, Fright, Grief, Vexation, An-~
ger, &c.

Epilepfies may alfo arife from
Worms, the Teeth, Milk curdled,
and other Saburra in the prime vie

of Children, and Opiates or {trong
* Cordials or Volatiles unfeafonably
given; from the Stoppage of the
Menfes, Piles, and other Evacuations ;
from Feversnot well depurated, Lodg-
ment of extraneous Things upon the
Nerves, Fafting, Surfeit, from exceflive
Evacuations, Drinking, Eating, Exer-
cife; from violent, long or periodical
Pains, hyfteric Fits long continued
from great Application, Fright, Sur-
prife, Vexation, and all other Paflions
of the Mind exerted immoderately.

An
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An Epilepfy continues fometimes
many Years without Danger of Life,
and often goes away of itfelf, efpe-
cially about the Age of Puberty ; if
not, it generally is hard to cure, and
continues during Life, or degenerates
into other Diftempers, viz. Stupidi-
ty, Melancholy, Palfy, Cachexy, &.
When it is caufed by an irregular Con-
formation of the Brain, Excrefcence of
the Cranium, or other local Diforder,
it is either incurable, or its Cure de-
pends upon the Removal of the local
Deformity, or Complaint.

When it comes after the 2 5th Year,
{ays Hippocrates, it continues as long
as they live; but that this Rule is
not without Exception, appears from
fome Inftances in thefe Cafes.

An Epilepfy in general is harder to
cure than hyfteric or hypochondriac

Fits,
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Fits, for as its Seat is commonly in
the Brain, Medicines cannot eafily
take Effe@, becaufe they muft be di-
vided into fuch {fmall Particles to be
let into the finer Tubules of its Tex-
ture, that they almoft lofe intirely
their original Property ; whereas the
other Sorts of Fits arifing from the
Stomach, Vifcera, Mefenterium, Ute-
rus, and Parts nearly within the
Reach of Remedies, may be cured
with lefs Difficulty.

By Way of illuftrating the Caufe
of Epilepfics, I {hall infert here a very
extraordinary Cafe, related by Dr.
Thomas Short, Phyfician at Sheffield,
and F.R.S. in the Edinb. Medic.
Effays, T. 1V.

A Woman, fays he, about 38
Years of Age, had laboured under an
Epilep{y, which from one Fit a Month

was
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was come to four or five in a Day,
each continuing an Hour or an Hour
and half, by which fhe was grown
mopifh and filly, and incapable of
taking Care of her Family. Evacua-
tions of all kinds, Epileptic, Cepha-
lic, and many other Medicines had
been tried in vain, the Difeafe grow-
ing {till more fevere.

Her Fit always began in the Leg,
towards the lower Part of the Gaftro-
cnemii Mulcles, and in a Moment
reached her Head, threw her down,
foamingat Mouth,with terrible Diftor- -
tions of the Mouth, Neck and Joints.
Whilft he talked with her fhe fell
into a Fit, he examined her Leg, but
found no Swelling, Hardnefs, Laxnefs
or Rednefs different in that Place
from what was in the other Leg. But
{ufpecting from her Fit beginning al-

ways
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ways in that Place, that the Caulfe of
the Difeafe lay there, he plunged a
Scalpel about two Inches into it, and
found a {mall indurated Body, which
he feparated from the Mulfcles; it
proved a hard cartilaginous Subftance
or Ganglion, about the Size of a very
large Pea, feated on aNerve, which
he cut afunder and’ took out the Tu-
mor.  The Woman ' inftantly - came
out of her Fit, cried fhe was well,
and never ., after had a Fit, but re-
covered.-her” former Vigor, both of
- Body and Mind.

1 What has been obferved at the Dif~
fection of epileptic Perfons, may alfo
contribute to give an Infight into
the Nature and Caufe of this Difeafe,
and confirm that Evacuations are the
Bafis of the Cure, as mentioned
above,

Dr.
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Dr. @illis, in his Treatife de Con-
vulfionibus, relates the Cafe of a Gen-
tleman, who being defcended from
Parents that had laboured under Dif-
orders of the Brain and Nerves, after
he had been long tormented with
Fits, at laft became afthmatic, and
died tabid. At the Opening of his
Body, they found the Omentum, as
is common in Perfons who die of a
Decay, putrid and almoft confumed.
The Stomach, Inteftines, Pancreas,
and Mefentery in good Order. The
Spleen very well, Liver not {cirrhous,
but only a little inlarged. One of
the Kidneys well, the other with a
large Cavity diftin& from the Pelvis,
full of clear Water, as is often found
in droplical Perfons. The Lungs
adhered to the Sternum, Cofte, and
Diaphragm, and appeared almoft in

a State
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a State of Purification. In each of
the Ventricles of the Heart, Blood
was found concreted into a {olid,
white Subftance, like boiled Flefh,
which has been frequently obferved
in fuch as die of chronical Diforders.
The . Cranium being taken off, the
~ Brain was found lefs than it {hould
have been, and fewer Circumvolu-
tions ; from whence the Doé&or {u-
{pe@ted, that not a {ufficient Quanti-
~ ty of Animal Spirits had been {e-
creted. ' The whole Subftance was
mpoifter than is natural, feemed to be
{oaked in Water, and the Ventricles
were full of limpid Water. The
Trunk of the Spinalis Medulla im-
merged al{o in clear Water, was waft-

ed to half its Subftance,
In the Edinburgh Medical Effays
1s alfo related the Diffe@ion of a Boy
C of
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of four Years, who had ftrong Symp-
toms of Worms, and died epileptic.
The Bowels of the lower Belly were
found all found, the Stomach almoft
empty, not the leaft Appearance of
Worms in the Bowels, only near the
Beginning of the Fejunum about two
Ounces of a glairy Subftance of the
Confiftence of Jelly. The Bile was
fomewhat thicker than natural, and
of a dufky Colour. The Lungs ad-
hered every where, and were full of
purulent Tubercles. The Blood Vef-
{els of the Brain were all greatly
diftended with Blood, and in the Ven-
tricles about {ix Ounces of Water.
The Brain itfelf appeared quite found.
The firft Cafe denotes plainly,
that the external Injury of a Nerve,
in any Part of the Body, may pro-
duce by Confent convulfive Motions
in
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in the Brain, and occafion all the
horrid Train of an Epilefy. The
pradical Caution from hence is, that
when fuch Fits happen after an ex-
ternal Hurt of fome nervous Part,
the Caufe is to be removed firft, be-
fore a Cure by proper Specificks is to
be expeted. Upon this Principle I
commenced theCure of David Man-
Jfon, Cafe XIV. by Evacuations, un-
der a Suppofition, that the Blow he
had received had occafioned fome
Lodgment of peccant Humours upon
the Nerves in that Part, which by
Confent had affe@ted other Nerves,
and brought on the various Com-
plaints he laboured under, and which
had its defired Effe&.

From the fecond we may {uppofe,
that thofe who are hereditarily epi-
Ieptlc:, are often fubje& to a natural

¢ 2 Defe&t
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Defe& in the Organs, and that when
this is the Cafe a Cure is impracticable.
However the great Quantity of Wa-
ter in which the Brain was immerged,
(by which Means the Aétivity of the
Animal Spirits was extinguifhed, and
which I take to be the Cafe, when
after a long Continuation of Fits the
Patient grows ftupid and lofes his In-
tellects) feems to indicate, that Eva-
cuations, and fometimes brifk ones,
are proper by Cathartics rather than
Emetics. By this Means, if a perfe&®
Cure is not, at ieaft a palliative one
may be obtained, fo as to preferve
the Animal Frame from being totally
diffolved. On the other Hand it is
reafonable to imagine, that if the
Lymph collected there, and grown
acrimonious f{timulates and occa-
{ions thofe Spafms, is carried off
from
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from Time to Time, the Violence of
the Fits may be greatly mitigated, if

not totally eradicated.
The third Cafe thews again, that
- Evacuations would have been very
beneficial here. 'This I have expe-~
rienced in a Number of Children,
troubled with Fits,whom I have cured
by evacuating Medicines chiefly ;
and am well perfuaded that all the
Antiepileptics will take no Effed,
unlefs the Bafis of the Cure is founded
upon this Principle, asFits in tender
Infants generally proceed from a
crude and undigefted Matter lodged
in the prime vie. But as they alfo
often come from Worms, even in
this Cafe Purging is very proper, to
difturb their Neft, and carry off the
Saburra in which they harbour, af
ter which antihelmintic Medicines
€3 will
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will {fooner take Place and expel them,
And thus the Caufe being removed,
the Effecs (the Fits) will ceafe of
Courfe.

This farther Remark is deduced
from hence, that as every Symptom
of Worms, except that of voiding
them, {ometimes proceeds from other
Caufes, we therefore ought not to
confine the Method of Cure to ver-
mifuge Medicines only, but at the
fame Time dire& it to the chief Symp-
toms, as if they were effential and
independent of any fuch Caufes,—It
15 a common Pradice to hold Peo-
ple in Fits down by main Force, and
to conftrain their Limbs from Work-
ing, with a View to relieve them,
and to abate the Fit. But it is far
otherwife ; for as thofe violent Agi-
tations are an Endeavour of Nature

to
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to throw off fome peccant Matter, by
reftraining them this Intention is hin-~
dred, and the Fit thereby prolonged.
This feveral of my Patients have af-
{fured me to be the Cafe from their
own Obfervation. Befides that the
{trong Compreflion ufed upon thofe
Occafions, caufes a violent Pain in
all thofe Limbs where they are held,
and greatly adds to that univerfal Laf-
fitude, which Fits naturally leave be-
hind them. For this Reafon they
fhould be held no otherwife, than
may ferve only to prevent their doing
themfelves a Mifchief.

The cold Bath ismuch recommend-
ed by the prefent Praétice for the Cure
of Fits. It is evident that in the
Cafes above recited it could have
done no Service, but muft have been
detrimental. Could it be expected,

Sl that
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that the Shock from the fudden Im-
merfion into cold Water thould rec-
tify the natural Defet of the Brain,
diflodge the Ganglium fixed upon the
Nerve, or expel the Jelly like Sub-
{tance, which adhered to the In-
teltine? It may have a very good Ef-
fe&, when the Cafe is recent, and
none of the Solids are vitiated ; when
the Fits proceed from Fright, Vexa-
tion, and other Paflions of the Mind ;
when from an irregular Circulation,
the Fluids in general, or in particular
Parts of the Body, are coagulated,
or otherwife vitiated ; and in fhort,
when theConftitutionis ftrong enough
to refift the Violence of the Shock,
and the Fibres have fufficient Ela-
{ticity to repel Force by Foree, -and
reftore’ the Circulation with Vigour
proportionable to the violent Impulfe
from without. | But
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But when the Nerves are debili-
tated byﬁ a long Continuation of Fits,
‘or the Conftitution is naturally weak,
and the Patient comes out cold, and
remains chilly all Day, it ought to
be left off, becaufe the Patient will
grow worfe, as is found by Experience,
inftead of earning a Reward for the
- fatiguing Experiment.

I muft own I fthould have often
ordered it to fome of my poor Pa-
tients, but have been obliged to do
without it, on Account of their Cir-
cumftances, and the Izfirmary not
being as yet provided with a Cold
Bath, which however is now ordered
to be built, -

As Epileptics are commonly in-
fluenced by the Changes of the Moon,
- Willis recommends Evacuations to
be made about that Time by Vo-

miting,



[ 26 ]
miting, Bleeding, and Purging, which
I have found of very great Service,
when the Conftitution, Time of the
Menfes, and other Circumftances will
permit. For the other Remedies I
refer the Reader to that Author, or
fuch as have wrote upon this Subjed,
and my own Obfervations.

Hyfteric Fits commonly begin with
a Working in the Abdomen, then
enfue a Diftention and Rumbling of
the Hypochondria, with a Swelling at
Stomach, Belching, Endeavour to
vomit, unequal Refpiration, and of-
ten obftructed ; a Rifing and Suffo-
cation in the Throat, Zertigo, Inver-
fion or Rotation of the Eyes, Laugh-
ing, Crying, with an obfcure Pulfe,
or none, and a cadaverous Counte-
nance : fometimes convul{ive Motions
inthe Faceand Limbs, or of the whole
Body. Thefe
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Thefe Fits often {o nearly refemble
epileptic Fits, that it is difficult to
diftinguifh them. But when the Pa-~
tient immediately after the Attack is
{eized with a Vertigo, or great Difor-
der in the Head, or fuddenly falls
down with Force, thefe Fits are to be
ranked among the Epileptic, although
they firlt began in the Abdomen;
for notwithftanding their original
~ Seat is there, yet by Length of Time
the nervous Syftem may be {o weak-
ned, that at their coming on the Ce-
rebrum is immediately affe&ed, and
thus hyfteric Fits by Degrees degene-
rate into epileptic. And but few
there are, who have been fubject to
Fits any confiderable Time, that have
not a Mixture of epileptic Symptoms
with them.

That
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That hyfteric Fits are capable
of doing fo much Mifchief to the
Nerves and folid Parts of the human
Fabric, appears plain from the Dif-
{fe&ion of Bodies.

Dr. Willis, in his Treatife de Mor-
bis convulfivis, mentions the Cafe of
a Gentlewoman that had been long
afflited with Fits, and at laft died
of an Apoplexy. She complained of
a violent Pain in the Abdomen and
Loins, upon which Convulfion Fits
enfued. After {he had been pregnant
about two or three Months, fhe ge-
nerally mifcarried, under moft excru-
ciating Pains. The Fits came on
with a Weight {eeming to rife from
the Abdomen up to the Throat, and
Suffocation; then fhe had Spafms in
her Face, and after that the whole
Body was convulied, o
When
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When dead, the Parts below the
Seat of this violent Pain, the Thighs
and Legs, were obferved to be greatly
erﬁaciated, but the Face, Neck and
Arms were plump and full of Flefh,
Within 40 Hours after her Deceafe
the Skin turned livid, in {fome Places
green and black, and the Body being
{o {foon putrified, emitted a moft of-
fenfive Stench : which he afcribes to
the Principle of Mixtion in the Juices,
being diffolved by the frequent {paf-
modic Agitation of the Mufcles. In
like Manner as the Fleth of a Deer,
that has been hunted down, or bruifed,
or beat, putrifies much fooner than
that of an Animal which is killed in
a quiet State. _

The Stomach and Inteftines were
found in good Order, except that they
- feemed very much inflated. In the
Middle
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Middle of the Mefentery, where it
is conneted to the Back, a part, the
Bignefs of one’s Hand, was puffed
up, as if blown up into Veficles,
which being opened, contained no-
thing but Air, and was judged to be
the principal Seat of the Diftemper;
for though the Uzerus had been ac-
cufed by many to be in Fault, he
found it in good Condition, and none
of its Appendages any Ways defec-
tive, fo that he concludes Hyfteric
Fits are oftner owing to other Caufes
than Diforders of the Uzerus.

The Kidneys were found, but di-
vided into {feveral Lobes like thofe of
Calves. The Melt, Pancreas, and
Omentum very well, but the Liver
{welled, hard and putrid like rotten
Wood, probably owing to the ftrong -
and hot Medicines {he had been long
accuftomed to. The
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 The Lungs'were livid, obftructed,
and contained a frothy and feetid
Ichor. -. -
" The Veflels of the Meninges an
Cerebrum were full of Blood, when
hardly any appeared in diffecting
the other Parti of the Body.. The
Plice & Anfraétus, as'well as the
Cavities of the Brain, feemed to be
filled with Water. The Plexus Cho-
roideus having been long foaked in if,
was grown difcoloured and almoft
putrid. The Lymph having penetrated
into the Pia Mater below the Me-
dulla Oblongata, and falling down
from thence upon the Plexus Mefern-~
terii, doubtlefs was the Occafion of
the violent Spafins and Pains in thofe
Parts. '
It is needlefs to comment much
upon this Quotation. Every Reader
may
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may colleét from it an Idea of what
gencrally {peaking pafies in the Frame
of {uch as have been long tormented
with Fits, what Method of Cure may
be proper, and what Succefs may be
expected : - or ‘applying it to thefe
Cafes, judge whether the Procefs 1
there propofe is fupported by a pro-
per Rationale or not.

Purcely in his Treatife upon th1s
Subject fays, that in Regard to the
Cure, the Phyfician is carefully to
examine, whether the Patient be of
a fanguine, cholerick, melancholy, or
phlegmatic Conftitution, and alfo the
peculiar kind of Crudity, occafioning
the Diftemper, whether it renders
the Difpofition of the Blood too vifcid
and glutinous, or tooloofe, and fubjeét
to Fermentation. A Senfation of
Cold in the Back, and a weak and

{low
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flow Pulfe argue a Sizinefs of the
Blood: A quick Pulfe, a great Heat
fucceeding Cold, and the Smell of
Mufk, Civet, Amber, &’¢. occafioning
a Fit, fhew the State of the Blood
more loofe and {ubje& to Fermenta-
tion.

When the Blood is vifcid and fizy,
Bleeding is convenient, and the Day
after, or the next following, an
Emetick, or if this is not approved
of, a Cathartick. This being pre-
mifed, Attenuants and Aperitives arc
to be made ufe of, Deco&ions with
opening Roots and Herbs, Chalibeate
Medicines, Volatiles, &¢c.——=When
the Blood is too loofe and apt to fer-
ment, Remedies temperating that
Heat are indicated, as Bleeding, Cor2.
Peruv. Chalybeate Waters, cooling
Emulfions, Broth made of Crayfifh,

&°c. Thus far Purcel.
) 8a Al -
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It is a common and received Max-
im, that hyfteric People don’t bear
Evacuations well : But I have ob-
ferved that when the Patient is ple-
thoric, or the hyfteric Diforders have
a Mixture of epileptic Symptoms,
Evacuations generally have a good
Effe& ; although it muft be owned
that this alfo is not without Excep-
tion, for I have found the Contrary
fometimes, efpecially in weak Per-
fons, and in fuch Cafe Indications
are to be taken g ledentibus & ju-
vantibus. But gentle Evacuations,
fuch as may be procured by moderate
Dofes of the Pi/. fetid. 1 ever found
advantageous, unlefs forbid by a Di-
arrbeea, Dyfentery, Hazmorrhage
from the Uterus and Hemorrhoids :
for as fuch Patients are commonly
coftive, they are greatly relieved by

aperient
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aperient Medicines; and it is 4 ge-
neral Obfervation with me, that when
the Evacuations by Urine and Stool
are brought into their natural Courfe,
the Cure 1s near at Hand.

The Indications of Cure in Men
and Women are nearly alike, the
primary Caufe in both being gene-
rally. Crudities and vicious Coctions,
which moft commonly at the coming
on of the Fit produce a Heavinels
and Flatulencies at Stomach, and
Borborigmi in, the FVifcera, and
afterwards by Degrees a Diforder
of the Spirits and Spa{ms. And
although Obftru&ions of the Uze-
ris  render Women {ubjed to va-
rious Diforders, which Men are not
liable to, yet the fame kind of Me-
dicines that are.given to cure Men
of Fits; moft comgnonly alfo remove

D 2 them,
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them. However it is to be noted,
that in Cafe of Obftructions, Bleed-
ing in the Foot is of great Service,
and this to be repeated from Time
to Time as the Conftitution will bear
it ; but when the Woman i1s preg-
nant, or labours under an Hazmor-
rhage from the Uterus, from Weak-
nefs, forcing Remedies are to be
avoided, but bleeding in the Arm,
cooling Purges, and corroborating
Medicines are proper. When a Flux
ot the Uterus happens from a Ple-
thora, as 1s common about the Age
of the Menfes going off, befides V.
S. I commonly order a little Calomel
and purge it off the next Day with
a cooling Dofe, which generally an-
fwers the defired End, without any
reftringent Medicines; if thefe are
given without proper Evacuations

between,
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between, a Scirrbus, Cancer of the’
Womb, and many other deplorable

Diforders will enfue.
I have cured many Women of Fits

that laboured under an Qbffruttio

Menfium, before this was removed ;
and on the other Hand many have
become regular before they were cured
of their Fits. For this Reafon the
Pratitioner is not to imagine that
the Cure will be perfeéted, when the
Obftruction is removed ; which Ob-
{fervation I have alfo found true in
fome that never had their Menflrua
before.

Chalybeate Medicines are recom-
mended 1in Men and Women for Fits,
elpecially when accompanied with
the Obftr. Menfum ; but when there
is a Plethora, they are precarious.
I remember the Cafe of two midle-

B g ased
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aped Women of that Complexion,
that had weak Nerves, and with drink-
ing the Iflingion Chalybeate Waters
oot a Fever, attended with Spafms,
Tremors, Horrors, and other hyfteric
Diforders, and their Nerves remained
weak a confiderable while after the
Fever was gone off. For the Velocity
and Pondus of the Blood being 1n-
creafed, the animal Spirits, which
are fubjec already to an irregular
Flu&tuation, are ftill more hurried
on, and ruth in upon the Nerves
with more Vehemence, and occafion
Fits when the Nerves are that Way
difpofed, or increafe them when the
Perfon is fubject ta them already:.

In fuch Conftitutions I therefore
chufe to begin with Bleeding, Vomit-
ing and Purging, which if the Cafe
requires, and the Strength of the Pa-

tient
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tient can bear it, I repeat about the
Changes of the Moon, give antifpaf-
modic Medicines between, blifter oc-
cafionally, and laftly Chalybeates
may come in to eftablith the Cure,
But fome of this Complexion I have
cured almoft by Evacuations only,
with very little other Affiftance, as
appears from the Cafes.

Phlegmatic, cachectic, and weakly
Subjects don’t bear {o well thefe Eva-
cuations; for Fear of reducing them,
fo as they may not be able to ftruggle
with the Violence of the Fits, gentler
Means are to be ufed. The P7/ fe-
tid. given as an Aperient every other
Day, and the E/ix. Vitriol. Mynf.
to brace up at the fame Time, very
often anfwer all the Intentions: But
if this Method doth not take Place,

{uch other nervous, aromatic, volatile,

) A and
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and ftomachic Medicines muft be
called to aid as are indicated by the
Symptoms that {pring up from Time
to Time, as may be feen fet forth at
large in the before quoted Treatife of
- Dr. Willis de Convulf.

Concerning the Cure of Children,
I muft remark here as above, under
the Article of Epilepfy, that Evacua-
tions muft lay the Foundation for a
Cure, and that without this you may
blifter the Child ’till he is flead all
over, or give him Pulv. ad Guttet.
Cancr. cunr Bez, and all the nervous
‘T'ribe "till he 1s choak’d with them,
to no manner of Purpofe.

Cold Bathing may be of great Ufe
or prove otherwife, as has been ex-
plained under the Head of Epilepfy.
Riding on Horfeback ftrenghtens the
Merves, and therefore is very bene-

ficial,
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ficial, when it can be ufed with
Safety ; and all other Sorts of Exer-
cife are ufeful, provided they are not
violent or fatiguing ; alfo Country
Air, chearful Company and Diver-
fions, which don’t hurry or exhauft
the Spirits, are proper. Their Diet
{hould be moderate, and {uch as is
caly of Digeftion, and may not im-
pregnate the Mafs of Blood with acri-
monious Juices.

The Chorea SanttiViti, or St. Vi-
tus Dance, Tetanus, Emproflothonus,
Epiflothonus, Spafmus Cynicus, Tor-
tura Oris, and other Spafms are all
to be treated after this Method, there-
fore it is needlefs to enter upon Par-
ticulars concerning their Gure.

CASE
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G A S Bk

Epilepfia Curfrva, Running Fits,

Ebecca Cole, aged fixteen, was
{eized with Fits when about

{feven Yearsold, ftruggling hard, and
clafping hold of any Thing fhe could
lay Hands on. Since the Age of
fifteen they come on in the following
Manner ; firft fhe perceives a Weight
in her Head, which makes her hang
it down, then a Tremor all over and
Fainting, then runs ’till fhe meets
with fome Refiftance, then falls down,
ftruggles at firft, after that lies ftill
and gradually comes to herfelf again.
The Fit being over fhe trembles, is
faint, fick at Stomach, and dizzy,
and now by the frequent Returns of
them
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them is almoft become ftupid. Her
right Side is affected moft, can hardly
hold ftill that Arm, which {feems to
be in continual Agitation, like the
Chorea Santti Viti,is generally coftive,
and obferves when fhe goes to Stool
regularly her Fits arenot {o frequent.
She often bleeds at Nofe to the Quan-
tity of eight Ounces, which relieves
her Head, and {eldom has Fits at that
Time. Has never had her Men/es.

Aug. 28, 1745. Ordered 7. §.
ped. an Emetic in the Afternoon,
a Calomel Pill at Night, and Ca-
thartic the Morning following, and a
Paregoric at Night.,

Aug. 30. Had had Fits every Day,
had like to run one Time into the
Fire, if People in the Ward had not
prevented it. Ordered Pil. fetid.
every other Night, and Elix. Vitriol.
twice a Day., Sept.
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Sept. 2. Continued having the fame
Sort of Fits every Day, Head, Trem-
bling and Shaking of the Arm very
bad. Ordered a perpetual Blifter up-
on the Infide of the Arm affe@ed,
and to continue the Pills and Drops.

Sept. 4. Finds herfelf better, Trem-
bling and Shaking of the Arm not
{fo very bad. Ordered a Calomel
Pill at Night, a Cathartic the Morn-
ing following, and a Paregoric at
Night. After that to ufe again the
Pil. feetid. and Elix. Vitr. as before.

Sept. 12. Had been without Fits
{feveral Days, but quarrelling with
another in the Ward had one Yefter-
day, yet without any Running. Con-
tinued the Pills and Drops.

Sept. 18. Eats and{leeps very well,
Drowzinefsand Stupidity almoft gone,
holds the right Arm fteady, and has

almolfk
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almoft as much Ufe of it as of the
other, begins to have a lively Colour
in her Face, and not having had
any Fit fince the 12th, her Trem-
bling better but not quite gone, de-
fires to return Thanks to the Houfe
Committee, and to be continued as
an Out-patient,

After this {he had Medicines twice
or three Times more, ftill continuing
to mend, and the laft Time 1 faw
her, the faid fhe had remained free
from Fits, her Tremor quite gone,
and had {een a Shew of the Cazanme-
nia; which induces me to think, as
the never returned f[ince, fhe was
perfedly cured and her Health com-
pleatly eftablifhed.

CASE
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Another Example of the Rﬂ?ﬁﬁfﬂg
Epilepfy.

Llliam Skelwin, aged eight,

had four Years ago Con-

vulfion Fits from a Fright, after that,
when they came on, his Eyes run
with Water, both Arms drew for-
ward up to his'Face, then his Head
beat downwards, and he fell a fcream-=
ing and ftruggling, with Lofs of Sen-
fes.. He commonly had {feven or
eight of thefe Fits a Day, and from
the firft Onfet they perceived his
right Arm and Leg to be lame;
which have continued {o ever fince.
Since that, when the Fit is com-
ing on, he runs with Violence, as

faft
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faft as the Lamenefs of his Leg will
permit, ftreight forwards ‘till he meets
with Oppofition, or fome Body
catches him, with Screaming, and at
laft drops down, and lies like a dead
Corps.—They perceive that he is
worfe Spring and Fall. " The two
laft Summers he had Eruptions on
his Head, during which Time he was
better, but this Summer has none, and
his Fits are¢ worfe.——He eats, and
fleeps well, Afous regular, and Urine
of common Appearance.—Has taken
various Remedies, and ufed the Cold
Bath, which they thought made him
britker. His Arm is almoft ufelefs,
- but he can walk, though net without
fome Difhculty and Limping.—His
Mouth is continually driveling with
Saliva, and his Speech and Memory
are {o much impaired that he appears
like a Natural. Fune
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Yune 19, 1745. The firft Time
of his coming to the Infirmary, 1
ordered Epifpaft. perpet. nuch. The
Pil. feet. every other Day, and the
Elix. Vitriol. Myn/. twice a Day.

Fuly 17. The Mother, to excufe
her not coming for Medicines before,
faid fthe had been ill herfelf, and
though the Child had not had Medi-
cines for all the Time, yet fhe faid
his Running was not {o violent, nei-
ther did he fall {fo hard. His Spirits,
Memory and Speech {eem better, his
Lamenefs not quite {o bad, but drivels
as before.——Had the Pills and Drops
again.

Aug.7. The Mother faid one of
her Children had been ill of the Small
Pox, which prevented her coming
for Medicines fooner, but that the
Boy’s Fits were better.  As he began

to
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to loath his Pills, I ordered him to
take the Lac Ammon. cum Tinét.
fulig. twice a Day, and every other
Morning an aperient Medicine.

Aug. 21. Has his Running Fits
ftill, but not fo violent, neither doth
he fall down, but feems to be very
much fluftered; the Fit comes on
with a Working in his Hands and
Arms.—Had the laft Medicines
- again.

Sepr. 11. Some Boils broke out in
his Head, is troubled very much with
the #ertigo, but the Running Fits
not fo bad.——I ordered him to be
blooded, to take an Emetic the Eve-
ning, and a Cathartic the Morning
following (it being about the Change
of the Moon, at which Time he
was generally obferved to be worfe)
and afterwards the Lac dmmon. &Pe.
as- before, E Sept.
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Sepr. 18, Had no Running Fits,
Vertigo, Speech and Memory mend-
- ed.—Now we returned again to
the Pil. fet. and Efzx Vitriol, as
above.

O¢t. 2. Continues on the mending
Hand.  Ordered Pil. fet. and De-
cot?. Lign. for his common Drink.

O¢. 16. Had a Fit twoDaysago,
and cut his Forehead with the Fall.
The Mother withed the miferable
Child dead, and feemed to be out of
Hopes of getting a Cure for him.
Ordered Bleeding in the Fugular,
an Emetic in the Evening, a gentle
Paregoric going to Bed, and as his
Appetite was very bad, the EZx.
Vitriol. three Times a Day.

Nov. 1. The Fits much the fame,
his Lamenefs and Speech better, com-

plained of Slcknﬁfé at Stomach;
- dered
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. dered another Emetic, the Pil, fet.
- and Elix. Vitr. as before, and Opo-
deldoch for his lame Limbs.

Nov. 8. Was taken into the Houle,
had a Running Fit, and if a Patient
had not catch’d him, would have run
into the Fire.——Went on with the
Pills and Drops; and a perpetual
Blifter was applied to the lame Arm.

Thefe fort of Medicines were con-
tinued, with very little Alteration,
the Child continuing to mend, though
| but {lowly, ’till the 2. Dec. when I
. ordered again Evacuations by Bleed-
ing and Purging, after that the Pills
and Drops as before,

Dec, 6. Within thefe few Days
laft the Boy has mended confiderably,
his Speech and Underftanding feem
much clearer, the Driveling almoft
gone off, can hold a Cup and bring

En2 _ 1t
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it to his Mouth with the lame Arm,
walks almoft without Limping, has
had no Fit for feveral Days, the laft
he had, did not run at all, was only
giddy ; had like to fall down, but
recovered {oon,~——Continued the

Pills and Drops.
Dec. 10. The Boy continuing 1n
a fine Way, was difcharged out of
the Houfe, being now in a Situation
of receiving his Cure as an Out-
patient ; for this End a Quantity of
the former Medicines were given him
to go on with, and the Mother was
told, if there was Occafion, fhe
mightapply for more. —As I have not
heard from the Child fince, I cannot
fay whether it was that he was per-
fectly well, or that they got him into
{fome other Hofpital. However from
the great Amendment, a ftrong Pre-
| {fumption
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fumption arifes, that by purfuing p

this Method, a perfe&¢ Cure would
have been obtained.
- Dr. #illis, to account for this
Symptom of Running, fays, it is ow-
ing to an Explofion of the animal Spi-
rits, and that the Body is hurried
forwards, that being its natural Way
of moving. The Doérine of animal
Spirits is yet undecided, and too ab-
ftrufe for me to deduce Reafons @
priori for this Phenomenon: But
one may {uppofe that the Seat of the
Diftemper was in the Forepart of the
Brain, from a Parity of Reafoning,
as I have heard.thofe that ufed to fall
backwards, or fideways fay, thatthey
were always feized in the Part they
fell upon, and the Concuflions were

moft violent that Way.,

Fiso In

.
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In both thefe Cafes the right Side
was affe@ed, allo the Boy’s Speech,
but not the Girl’s, which in Procefs
of Time probably would have ter-
minated in a perfe& Hemiplegia. 1
- imagine the right Lobe of the Cere-
brum being affe@ed, it prefled upon
that Portion of the Cerebellum, and
from thence proceeded the Obftru&ion
of the Nerves on that Side.

Although the Boy had not had his
Fits {o long as the Girl, yet he was
harder to cure than fthe, the Appear-
anceof the Menf?rua, which isthe firft
of the grand Climacterics in Women,
facilitating her Recovery greatly.

The Cure of both is chiefly per-
formed by Evacuations, and bracing
up the prime vie at the fame Time,

CASE
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CPA S E I
- Epileptic Fits from Ff"{géz‘.

VIV Spender, aged feventeen,
of a pale Complexion, was
frighted into a Fit when three Quar-
ters of a Year old, as her Mother
informed me, by a great Dog. Her
Mouth was drawn on one Side, her
Eyes convulfed, opening and fhut-
ting alternatively, catching with her
Hands, and afterwards lying fill,
like one (tunned or dead.

Till the Age of eight or nine fhe
had them almoft every two or three
Days, from that Time to fourteen
or fifteen but once in two or three
Months, {fo that the Mother was in
great Hopes they were going to leave

E 4 her.
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her. But fince that {he has had them
more frequent and ftronger, and be-
fides the beforementioned Symptoms,
fhe now grinds her Teeth, catches
and endeavours to bite every Thing
near her, falls down on a {fudden
with Force like one dead, and is
generaﬂy ill ten to fourteen Days af-
ter ; and as fhe is of a peevith Tem-
per, the leaft Fright or Vexation oc-
cafions a Fit.

Her Appetite is pretty good, when
frec from Fits; fhe is generally co-
ftive, thirfty, and feverith. Has a
Pain at Stomach, Shortnefs of Breath,
is low {pirited, and has never had
her Menfes.

May 15, 1745. As her Mafs of
Blood {eemed to be in a poor State,
I thought it not proper to bleed her,
but ordered her to take of the Pi/

Ecpbratt,
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Ecphralt. every other Night, of Spir.

C.C. & Tin&t. fulig. cum Aff. ana
p. @g. three Times a Day, or when
faint and low, and a Blifter to her
Back.

Fune 12. Her Mother, being a
poor Woman, excufed her not coming
again before now for Medicines,
faying her Daughter had had fome
for moft of the Time, and that fhe
could not truft her alone on Account
of her Fits. Had found more Benefit
by thefe Remedies than any, though
they had {pent upon her allthe Money
they could {pare. Has had no Fit
a good while.

She had her Pills again, to be taken
as before, and the Elix. Fitriol. twice
a Day, alfo a perpetual Blifter to her
left Arm, above the Elbow.

Fune
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- June 29. Has had no Fits, her
Breath ftill thort, her Digeftion bad,
is faint and low {pirited, has feen no
Appearance of the Menfes yet, and
being coftive,

I ordered her to take of our Ele&Z.

deobf?r. Nights and Mornings, the
aper. occafionally, and the Elix. Vitr.
twice a Day.
- Fuly 30. Has gone on with the
laft Medicines ever fince, has had no
Fits, all the other Complaints ceafed,
and is now better than ever in her
Life, excepting the Want of the Ca-
tamenia. Defires to return Thanks
to the Board, which was granted.

Her Blood being much mended
by the Ufe of the Chalybeate Medi-
cincs, I ordered her to be blooded
in the Foot, Pil. feet. and Elix. Vitr.
to confirm her Cure, and in Cafe of

| any
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any Uneafinefs on Account of the
Want of her Menfes to come to me
again.

- But as I have not heard from her
fince, it isto be fuppofed (he became
well in every Refpec.

Till the Age of eight or nine fhe
had Fits every two or three Days,
which may be attributed to the Ten-
dernefs of her Nerves, as on the other
Hand the Diftance between them
from nine to fourteen and fifteen, to
the Increafe of her bodily Strength.
But as about this Time the female
Frame comes to Maturity, and the
Menfes generally appear, the Seeds
of latent Dilorders are alfo often
brought to Ripenefs and make their
Appearance ; and as the Orga{m of
the Juices runs high at this Time,
the Fits fhew’d them{elves with greater
Vigour than before. e
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The Symptoms are now aggravated
with a fudden falling down, and
grinding of Teeth, which fhews the
Difeafe has now fixt its Seat in the
Brain, and ‘therefore is of the epi-
leptic Order.

Her Complaint of Coftivenefs is
common in nervous Diforders, and
her Thirft and feverith Heat may
proceed from a Defe& in the Secre-
tions and Excretions, the nervous
Syftem being deficient in its Func-
tions, and in part to the Want of the
Menfes : 'To which alfo may be at-
tributed in a great Meafure, the Pain
at her Stomach, Low-{piritednefs,

Shortnefs of Breath, &c.

CASE
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Epileptic Fits from Fright.

NNV Street, aged twenty one,

of a pale and languid Com-

plexion, being two Years ago robbed

upon the Road, was frightened into

a Fit, in which fhe continued near

two Hours, as they, who were come
to her Afliftance, told her.

After that {he had a Fitevery Day,
nine Days fucceflively, and then every
full and new Moon, being pretty
well the Time between. She falls
down {uddenly without any Notice,
had a Fit in the Yard at the Iufirmary,
'whilft {he waited to be received as an
Out-patient, which was fo ftrong
that feveral People could {carcely hold

I her
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her to prevent her doing herfelf a
Mifchief, by the Violence of the
Struggling. ' Her Senfes and Strength
are {o much impaired by them, that
fhe is not able to go to Service,
which fhe has been obliged to quitoon
that Account.

She had her Menfes regularly, but-
rather too abundant, -’till Eaffer laft,
fince which Time they have ftopt,
and now fhe is troubled with.Sicknefs
at Stomach, Shortnefs of Breath,
and Pain in her left Side, belo\.thc
Cofle.

The Fits come on with a great
Faintnefs and Trembling all over,
after that fhe lofes her Senfes, and
falls down, ftruggling hard, and beat-
ing herfelf,

- She alfo complains of a great Pain
in the right Side of her Face, from
- the
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the Eye to the Teeth of that Jaw,
which is come but lately, owing to
a Cold, and has no Connexion with
her nervous Diforder. Her Alvus
is 'regular, but her Urine generally
high coloured.

' Aug. 9, 1745. The low Condi-
tion the was in would not admit of
| Bleéding, I therefore ordered her to
' take one of our Pil. aur. two Nights
following, a Dofe of purging Salts,

the Morning after the fecond Pill, and

a P&*gorlc at Night after the Purge,

and fome Tin&t. fulig. cum Alf. be-

tween whiles.

: 'Afgg. 12. Found herfelf much re-

lieved and lightfomer, had had no

Fits fince. I ordered her totake a Dofe

of Pil feet. every other Night ; the

Elix. Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day the

intermediate Days, and fome 777
fulig.cum Aff. when faint. Aug.
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Aug. 21. Has had no Fits, is very
faint, has a violent Pain in her Head,
but is not quite fo dizzy. Has a better

~ Appetite to her Victuals, but vomits
them up ftill, which Complaint how-
ever is not fo bad as formerly.
The fame Medicines were repeated.

Aug. 30. No Fits, is troubled with
the Head-ach, but not {o often, nor
{o violently as before. Her Appetite
better, and comes on, though is but
very weak yet. Continued the
laft Prefcription, and Pulv. Sternu-

® zat0r. to be ufed Nights and Morn-
ings. |

Sept. 12. No Fits, her Appetite

good, gathers Strength, and is pure
hearty. Has feen a Shew of her
Menfes. As her Blood was confi-
derably mended, I now ordered her
to be blooded in the Foot, and a

mercurial
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mercurial Pill at Night, a Purge the
Morning following, and fome 77,
ﬁd{g. cum Al frequently to be taken,
and in Cafe of Faintnefs.

Sept. 17. Finding herfelf quite
well, fhe returned Thanks to the
Board ; however to obviate all farther
Difficulties in Regard to the Men/es,
I ordered her fome Zinét, Hier. cum
Tinét. Mart. Myn/. alfo a ftomachie
Tin&ure cum Tintt. Helleb. nig. to
be ufed fome Time, and bid her ap-
ply to me for farther Afliftance, if

fhe found any Return of her Com-

plaints : And as I have not heard
from her fince, conclude her perfectly
cured.

There are feveral Inftances in thefe

Cales of Fits being worfe about the

Changes of the Moon. If this Planet
| - 3 has

e
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has fo great an Effe& upon the Ma-
crocofm, as to occafion the Swelling
and Falling of the Ocean, why may
it not be {fuppofed that fhe has alfo
fome Influence on the Microcofm,
the human Body ? according to the
Opinion of the learned Dr. Mead, in
his Treatife de Imperio Solis & Lu-
ne. It 1s true, all are not affe@ed
alike, neither are all Conftitutions
equally fenfible of the Changes of the
Weather.

"This Patient’s Men/es were at firft
too abundant, occafioned probably by
the violent Agitations from the Fits,
and when the Blood was impoverithed
they ftopped. Then come on the
common Symptoms of Obftruction,
as allo a Pain below the left Ribs,
which is often obferved to accompany

a Stoppage of the Menftrua, and is
perhaps



[ 67 ]
perhaps owing to a too great Fulnefs
or Inlargement of the Spleen, from
the Blood not circulating there fo

freely as it ought to do.

eA S E-V.

NN Morly, aged thirty one,

about eight Years ago, on a
fudden, and without any external
Caufe, fell down in a Fit, in which
fhe continued about half an Hour,
without any Struggling, her Face
frequently changing red and pale
during that Time. She had two
or three of them in twenty four

Hours for about a Month. Was bli-
ftered on the Head by the Advice of
. a Phyfician, and took various Me-
 dicines, which removed thofe falling
Fits. But s ftill troubled with Syn-

F 2 copes,
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copes, though lefs violent, which have
followed her ever fince pretty clofe,
and has generally now one in about
" two or three Days; they make her
Countenance change very pale, at-
tended with Pain in her Loins, and
cold clammy Sweats, and ufually {eize
her in Bed towards Morning ; when
fhe perceives them coming on, is
obliged to get up to roufe herfelf,
which abates them in fome Meafure.

Has had her Menfes all the while
very regular, but within thefe fix
Months laft, too many of them ; at
that Time finds no Alteration in her
Diforder.

Her Urine is {ometimes very thick
-and high-coloured, at other Times
very pale. Has loft her Appetite, is
frequently troubled with a Loofenefs
and Pain of the Bowels, and is grown

{o
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{o weak, that fhe isobliged to be led
and {upported like a Child.—Her
Mother has fpent all her Subftance

upon her, which is the Occafion of

their applying to this Charity.

May 13, 1745. Imagining that

the Seat of her Diforder was chiefly
in the firft Paflages, though fhe was
very low, I ventured to order her a
little Calom. to be purged off the
next Morning by a gentle cooling
Cathartic, a Paregoric at Night, and
Tint. fulig. cum AJf. to be uled when
faint.

May 20. Was a little lishtfomer
after the Phyfick, but complained of
a violent Pain in the Small of her
Back, and makes but little Water,
- which is very thick,

Ordered Pil. Balfam. to be taken
three Times a Day, with {fome E/

E*a Vitr.

i
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Vitr. Myn/. in a Draught of Barley
Water.

Fune ro. Faintings ftill bad, alfo
violent Pain in the Small of her Back,
and Colic.——Ordered an Ele&. with
Conf. Cynofb. Balf. Locat. and a little
Z. Z. and the Elix. Vitr, Mynf.
twice a Day.

Fune 17. Fits better, but violent
Pain from the left Kidney to the
Groin, with Sicknefs at Stomach,
and little Urine, high coloured.—
Menfes too abundant, alfo Complaints
of the Heart-burn.——Ordered Ful,
Cretac. and a Mixture with Balf. Ca-
piv. Nights and Mornings.

“Fune 24. Fits not {o often, feels
a great Uneafinefs and Weight in the
Abdomen, makes Urine in {uflicient
Quantity.——Ordered an Emetic, a
Pﬁrpctual Blifter to the Arm, Empl.

de

&
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| de Galbano to the Abdowmen, and a
diuretic Tin¢ture in Barley Water.

Fune 29. Fits again very bad,
Abdomen eafier.—Ordered an Elec-
tuary, with Palerian, Caflor, and a
little Z. Z. three Times a Day, with
a Julep with §2/C. C.

Fuly 12. Fits better, but the ne-
phriticComplaintsreturned with Sick-
nefs at Stomach. Ordered anoily
Mixture, with Spir. Vizr. dulc. and
a little Lawd. liguid. and a terebin-
- thinate Clyfter.

Ful. 19. NoFits, nephritic Com-
plaints better, but not quite gone.—
Had the former Mixture, and P7l.
Jfeet. every other Night.

Fuly 24. No Fits, nephritic Pains
ftill very bad, Urine high coloured,
and but little.——P7/. Balfam. three
Timesa Day, with Mixz. Salin. cum

F. 4 Suce.
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Succ. Limon. & Laud. lig. parvae
quantitate. _

Aug. 2. No Fits, nephritic Com-
plaints better, great Uneafinefs at
Stomach, and Colic Pains in the Bow-
els.—Ordered a carminative Mixture,
with a little Laud. liguid.

Aug. 21. No Fits, but Pain at
Stomach, and in the Small of the
Back. Ordered a ftrengthening
Plafter to her Back, and Ziné. Sto-
mach. Amar. three Times a Day.

Sept. 6. Has had Fits, but not
{o bad as formerly ; has Pain at Sto-
mach, and no Appetite, makes Urine
freely. Ordered P:l. Stomach. c.
Gumm. Nights and Mornings, anda’
Mixture of Zinét. Stomach. Amar. &°
Cinnam. twice or oftner a Day.

Sept. 12. No Fits, a great Weak-
nels in her Back,—~—Ordered another

Plafter
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Plafter to her Loins, and the laft Sto-

mach Mixture.

Sept. 23. No Fits, nor nephritic
Complaints; is now able to walk
‘about and do a little Work, thinks as
fhe grows ftronger, the little Tremor
which {till remains, will go off, and
defires to give Thanks, as fhe did ac-
cordingly the 24th.——Ordered her

fome Pil. fet. and Elix. Vitr. Mynf.
to eftablith her Cure.

This Cafe has in its Beginning the
Appearance of an Epilepfy, though
of the milder Sort, and the Synctipes
the laboured under, when fhe firft
came to me, {till argue that the Ori-
gin of the Nerves is chiefly concern-
ed.
' Head, and often works off by the
Bowels, inthis it differs from the hy-

fteric

The Diforder begins in the

e
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fteric Fits, which generally begin in
the Abdomen, and afcend to the
Head. |

Her being fcized in Bed towards
Morning may be owing to this, that
after a long horizontal Pofture, the
Ventricles of the Brain, which in
epileptic Cafes commonly are found
to contain a Quantity of Water, may
have accumulated of it enough, to
prefs upon the Origin of the Nerves,
and bring on the Diforder: And by
rouzing herfelf, and bringing the Body
into an ere& Situation, it is diffipated
in fome Meafure, and the Fit miti-
gated.

It i1s remarkable, that when the
Fits were better after the Purge, the
nephritic Complaints appeared, and
when thefe were eafier the had her
Fits again,  And thus the was vifited

alter-
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alternatively feveral Times, before
the Cure was effeCted.

CASE VL

ANE Britt, fifteen Years old,

J of a {pare Habit and fallow
Complexion, had never had the Mexn-
fes, was taken on#bitfunday 17435
(the Moon was full the next Morn-
ing at four o'Clock) going to kneel
down at Church, with the Parith
Children, of which fhe is one, with
a Choaking, cold Sweat, and Faint-
ing, and then fell down in a Fit at
once, ftruggling, {napping, and bit-
ing at every Thing that came near
her, with entire Lofs of her Senfes ;
which Fit lafted near one Hour and
half, before fhe came to herfelf. And
having gradually recovered from the
I Faintnefs
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Faintnefs which fhe felt after the
Fit, continued well ’till Sunday the
16th of Fune, when fhe had one of
thefe Fits, in the Street, which lafted
half an Hour, and fince has had
{feveral to this Day 18. (the Moon
changing to new this Morning) com-
plaining at prefent of a violent Head-
ach, Fertigo, Sicknefs at Stomach,
and univerfal Languor.

I ordered her to lofe a little Blood,
a Blifter in the Neck, a Dofe of Pi/.
feet. every other Day, and the Elix.
Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day.

Fune 21. She was admitted into
the Houfe, her Blifter difcharged very
well, the Pills had operated kindly,
the Elix. Vitr. fate eafy upon her
Stomach, and fhe thought herfelf re-
lieved every Way.—The Pills and

Drops continued.
| Fune
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B Fune 24, Had feveral Fits lince
I faw her laft, but fhorter, and not
{o ftrong, her Head not {o much af-
feGted, complains of a Pain in her
Limbs ; which Iimagining proceeded
from the Efforts of Struggling, had
no particulﬁr Regard to, but bid her
go on as before,
. Fuly 1. Had no Fits fince my laft
Prefcription, but theSicknefs at Sto-
mach, and 7 grfzga had troubled her
feveral Times within thefe two Days.
Pain of her Limbs better.—I ordered
‘her to lofe fome Blood from the
Foot, and to continue her Medicines.
Fuly 2. The Pain of her Limbs
being quite gone, and having had
but a {light Attack of a Fit Yefterday
Afternoon (this Day the Moon changes
to full) thought herfelf well enough

to return Thanks, and continue an

Out-
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Out-patient to compleat her Cure ;
for which End fhe had fome of the
aforefaid Medicines with her.

Fuly 11. She came as an Out-
patient, has had no Fits, but com-
plains of a great Pain of her Head
and Stomach. She had the P;7/ feet.
and fome of our Ziné?. amar. comp.

Fuly 23. Has had no Fits, but a
Working in her Bowels all laft Week
like Fits, attended with frequent Shi-
vering, but no Struggling. She had
been coftive moft Part of the Week,
and as I attributed the Working in
her Bowels chiefly to the purgative
Quality of the Pills not taking Effe,
I ordered her to take fome 7Z7x&2
jalap. in the Morning after the Pills,

and the Elix. Vitr. Myn/. the Days
between.

Aug.
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Aug. 20. Her laft Medicines had
held out almoft to this Time. Has
had no Fits, and found the Work-
ing of her Bowels gone off with the
laft prefcribed Medicines, and is now
well in every Refpe®. 1 ordered
her to continue thefe Medicines a
little longer to confirm her Cure.

This Girl was cured of her Fits,
before the had any Appearance of her
Menfes, but as her Complexion be-
gan to be florid, and her Blood
feemed to be much mended, I am
inclinable to think fhe had them
foon, or has no Complaint on that
Account, elfe I thould probably have
heard from her fince.

Thele Fits were of the epileptic
Sort, and there is fome Reafon to
fuppofe they were hereditary, and
that the Seeds of the Diftemper had

lain
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lain dormant in the Habit ’till the
Age of Puberty, to which fhe was
now arrived : For her Father, {he told
me, has had epileptic Fits many
Years, and her Sifter, who is twenty
fix Years old, has had them from her
Infancy.

G- AR VL
Fits from a frightful Dream.

Lix. Carey, aged twenty two,

of a robuft Habit of Body,
about twelve Months ago waked out
of a frightful Dream, upon which fhe
prefently felt a great Commotion in
her Bowels and Stomach, fell into a
Fit, {creaming, ftruggling, clenching
her Hands, and beating her Stomach
and Breaft in {uch a Manner, that

thI'E'E
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three or four Women could hardly
keep her from hurting herfelf. She
drew her Legs up behind to fuch
a Degree, that her Mother feared,
fhe would never have the Ufe of
them again. In this Manner fhe
continued quite {fenfelefs, for about
two Hours ; at the End of the Fit
fhe voided her Urine involuntarily,
and afterwards was a confiderable
Time very faint and languid, with
Lofs of Appetite and Tremor.

Thefe Fits followed her at that
Time about a Week, fo that the had
commonly {everal in a Day; and at
firft but very little Interval between.
——After that fhe was two Months
without them; then about three
Months, and thus has had them fince
from Time to Time, the leaft Fright
- or Surprife occafioning them: Ob-

G {ferved
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ferved that fhe was always worfe at
the periodical Return of the Menfes,
which the had regularly.

She alfo complained of a mufcu-
lar Pain in the left Side, the lower
Part of the Coffe, which firft had
feized her about three Years fince,
after violent Exercife, attended with
a Shortnefs of Breath, but no Cough.
Whenever fhe walked faft, or ufed
any ftrong Motion, it grew trouble-
fome, was eafieft when kept herfelf
quiet, and fo ill at firft lying down
in Bed, that fhe could hardly draw
Breath, but after fome Reft grew
eafier.——She had been blooded for it
feveral Times, and found herfelf al-
ways better after.
~ ' She came a Petitioner to the Infir-
mary the 8th of May, 1745. 1 or-
dered her to be blooded, and fix

mercurial
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mercurial Pills, to take one Nights
and Mornings, and the Morning of
the laft Pill the Purging Powder and
Cathartic Salt, and the Night after
the Operation of the Cathartic a pa-
regoric Bolus; imagining that the
Pain in her Side proceeded from a
{corbutic Obftru&ion in the Veflels of
the Part affe&ted, and which was the
moft urgent Complaint, efpecially as
I knew that Purging could be no
Detriment in {uch a replete Habit in
Regard to her Fits, but rather be a
Preparative for proper Medicines here-
after to remove them.—I alfo pro-
pofed a Blifter upon the painful Part,
which was omitted, upon her affur-
' ing me, that fhe had had fome, but
' that they occafioned {uch a Heatand
Throbbing, that it almoft flopt her
Breath.

- May
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May 13. Complained of being
low and faint, and that the Pain of
her Side was ftill very troublefome.
I ordered her a Dofe of the Pil. feet.
every other Night, and take two
Spoonsful twice or three Times a Day
of an oily Mixture cum Sal. C. C.
& Laud. z’:-:'g. .

May 1 5. The Pain ftill very bad
and had her Fits, fhe had befides the
foregoing Medicines 727, fulig. cum
Afl. to take when her Dizinefs, of
which fhe complained, was trouble-
fome, or when fhe imagined a Fit
was coming on.

May 22. The Pain ftill very bad
at Nights, with a great Tremor left
after the Fits. I ordered her a Dofe
of the Pil. Ruff. every other Night,
and a paregoric Pill every Night go-
ing to Reft, to filence the Pain; and

aMix:
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a Mixture of Lac Ammon. cumTinéE.
fwf:;g. Cum /fj &’ Laud. lig. to take

a Spoonful three or four Times a
Day. -
May 30. Was better of her Fits,
fora Gun going off clofe by her, only
made her very fick, and put her into
a great Tremor, but had no Fit, which
otherwile would have enfued even
from a lefs Surprife. I ordered
Bleeding, it being near the full Moon,
and as fhe complained of fuch a
- Weaknefsat Stomach, that {he brought
up her Medicines, to take of our
Tinét. Cathol. a Spoonful Nights and
Mornings, and a Tea Spoonful of
- the Tinéd. fulig. cum Af]. & Laud.
lig. twice or three Times a Day in a

Glafs of fair Water.
Fune 4. The Sicknefs flill conti-
nuing, the had again the Zi»&. Cazh.
G 3 with
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with fome Ziné?2. Mart. Myn/. and
the Tiné?. fulig. cum Laud. lig. to be

~ taken as before.

Fune 7. The Sicknefs at Stomach
was fomewhat abated, but {he now
complained of a great Heart-burn.
I prefcribed again the 7iué?. Cazh.

. cum Tint. Mart. as before, and the

Ful. Cret. Bat. with a {mall Propor-
tion of Laud. lig. to take frequently
in a Day. She had had no Fits, but
as fhe was troubled with a great Di-
zinefs of the Head, fhe loft again
about eight Ounces of Blood.—The
Pain of her Side was better.

Fune 14. Had no Fit, Pain of
her Side well, her Dizinefs and Heart-
burn better.——She had the Tinéture
and Julep as before.

Fune 2 5. Being almoft well, I or-
dered the laft Medicines once more.

Fuly
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Fuly 2.Shecame toreturn Thanks;
it being about the Change of the
Moon, I advifed her to be blooded,
and to take of the Pi/. Ruff.a Dofe
every other Night for fix or feven
Times, and of the Elix. Vitr. twice
a Day in a Glafs of Water, to con-
firm the Cure.

The waking out of a frightful
Dream, and Convulfions immediately
enfuing upon it, might argue that
the Diforder took its Rife in the Brain,
and therefore {hould be ftiled epilep-
tic. However, as it may be {uppofed
the Beginning of it was in the plexus
of the epigaftric Nerves, which by
Confent imprefled thofe frightful Ideas
upon the Brain, and as the Tragedy
was chiefly tranfaced in the inferior
Parts of the Body, the crural Nerves
being more violently contracted than

G 4 thofe
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thofe of the Arms, we will call thefe
Fits of the mixt Sort.

The involuntary Emiffion of Urine,
or of the Feces, is commonly num-
bered among the Symptoms of the
Epilepfy, becaufe it fhews fo great a
Relaxation in the Nerves of thofe
Parts, as is {eldom met with in hy-
{teric Fits. And her being afterwards
a confiderable Time very faint and
languid, with Lofs of Appetite and
Tremor, ftill farther confirms the
Greatnefs of the Fatigue the Nerves
had undergone.

She was worfe about the Time of
the Menfes, not on Account of the
Difcharge, becaufe Bleeding common-
ly relieved her, but the Orga{m hap—
pening at that Time in the Abdomen,
may eafily be fuppofed to difturb the
Nerves, which were tender by being

' {o
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{o often vellicated by thofe violent
Spaims.

The Pain of her Side, as it was
| previous to thefe Fits, fo it had no
Concern with them, but feemed to
be of the hot fcurvy Kind, contra&ted
from overheating her Blood, and
which the Heat of the Cantharides
rather exafperated, but was mitigated,
when the Humors were kept in a

quiet State, and with gentle Per{pira-
tion by the Warmth of the Bed.

C ASE VIIL

Fits afrer a Fever.

N Liz. Maccullow, a fingle Wo-
4 man, aged about twenty two,
of a pale Complexion, but pretty
robuft Habit, was taken ill in ¥a-

) nuary
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nuary laft at Service of a Fever with
Eruptions, a more particular Ac-
count the could not give of that Ili-
nefs, for which fhe was removed to
a Relation’s Houfe. And being re-
covered of the Fever, the was afflicted
with a Heavinefs of the Head, and
Uneafinefs all over, with Oppreffion
at Stomach, which {foon was follow-
ed by Faintings. This Diforder in-
creafed upon her to that Degree, that
from Time to Time fhe had ﬁrﬂng
Convulfion Fits, and between whiles
Faintings, which rendered her in-
capable of going to Service: She had
no Complaint to make of the Mexn-
Ses and though fhe had taken va-
rious Medicines, continued in this
State ’till the came to the Infirmary,

which was the 2 sth of March laft.

As |
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As I imagined the febrile Matter
had not been duly difcharged, but
left a Load upon the nervous Syftem,
I began with Evacuation in the fol-
lowing Manner: I ordered a {mall
Dofe of Calomel for two Nights run-
ning, and to purge it off the third
Morning, and a paregoric Bolus at
Night. She had at the fame Time
fome of the Tinét. fulig. cum Alff.
with a {mall Proportion of Laud.
lig. of which fhe was ordered to take
two or three Times every Day, or
when faint.
- March 29.She finding herfelf fome-
what relieved by the former Medi-
cines, I ordered her the fame again.
April 1. She had them once more.
. Apr. 5. She had had but a flight
- Return of a Fit, but finding herfelf

pretty much weakened with the Purg-

I ng,
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ing, and affli®ed with a Tremor,
fome Faintings between whiles, and
Sicknefs at Stomach, I ordered her
the Pil. fet. to take a Dofe of
them every other Night, and {ome
of the Elix. Vitr. Mynf. twice a
Day ; to brace up the Stomach and
nervous Syftem.

Apr. 9. She had more of the Pil.
feet. and Elix. Vitr. Mynf. to be
taken as before ; fhe finding her ner-
vous Weaknefs and Complaint of the
Stomach much relieved.

Apr. 19. As thefe Medicines agreed
with her, and her Diforder decreafed,
I ordered them to be continued.

Apr. 24. She went on mending,
and had the fame Prefcription again.

May 1. Had had no Convulfion
Fit, but complained of a great Diz-

zinefs of the Head, and Uneafinefs
: all
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all over. 1 ordered the Pil. fer. to
be repeated as before, and a Mixture
with Sal. Vol. C. C. Tinét. fulig. cum
Aff.and a {mall Proportion of Lazd.
lig. to be taken twice a Day, or at
any Time when the Diforder was ve-
hement upon her.

May 8. Her Complaint was con-
fiderably abated by the laft Medi-
cines, therefore went on with them.

May 13. She found herfelf well,
fave that fhe was very weak, and
that any Hurry or Surprife ftill feem-
ed to have {fome Effe& upon her, I
ordered an EleGuary cum Cort. Pe-
ruv. & Mart. to be taken Nights
and Mornings, and fome of the E/ix.
Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day, to brace
up the relaxed Fibres and Nerves,
which had the defired Effe®. For
“on the 29th of May fhe came and
returned
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returned Thanks to the Board of the
weekly Committee for her Cure;
and in Fune following I faw her with |
another Patient, whom f{he accom-
panied to the Infirmary, when fhe
told me with a chearful Countenance,
that the had continued ever fince,
and was now, perfettly well.
Although it is not eafy to deter-
mine, inwhat Part of the nervous Sy-
ftem the febrile fa2burra had been
depofited, yet it is highly probable,
from Appearance, that it accumu-
lated at Times in the Brain, becaufe
the Scene had commonly its Begin-
ning in the Head, and that therefore
in Time it probably would have be-
come truly epileptick.

CASE
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; CoAsS B i IX,
Fits from Pregnancy.

N IV Roe, aged twenty eight,
| of a healthy and robuft Con-

ftitution, who had miffed her Mex-
fes from the Time fhe was married,
which was between two and three

Months, was taken {fuddenly with a
| Fit, clinching her Hands, beating her
|Stomach and Head, and ftruggling
fo hard with her Body and Legs, that
feveral People could hardly keep her
| from doing herfelf Hurt.  She had

never had any Fits before.

When I faw her (which was the
22d of Decemb. 1744.) The had heen
from one Fit into another near eigh-

teen Hours. They had given her
Tintt,
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Tinét. fulig. cum AJf. and Sp. C.C
but inftead of diminifhing, the Fit
grew ftronger, and fo frequent, tha
fhe had {carcely Interval enough no
to take any Thing, or to make an
rational Anfwer; but when {he wa
aftked where her Pain was, the pointe
to the Head and Stomach.
I ordered her a Dofe of the 77752
Hier. with a few Grains of Szl. C
C. and fome Drops of Ziné?. theb. t
be given as {oon as poflible, to blee
her largely in the Arm, and to a
ply a Blifter on the Head as foor
as it was practicable; and a Solutior
of the G. Ammon. with fome TinéZ.
Sfulig. cum AJ. to be taken a Spoon--
ful frequently.
Dec. 24. She had been blooded,,
~ the Blifter applied, and the purging

Mixture operated very well ; the Fitsi
had
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had almoft left her, and as fhe ftill
. complained of a violent Pain in her
Head and Stomach, I ordered her the
fame Mixture again, to take a Spoon-
ful Nights and Mornings, and to
continue the Solution of the G. Awm-
mon. as before.

Dec. 31. TheFits were quite gone;;
but as fhe complained of a great Un-
| eafinefs all over, and Tremor, and
the Pain of the Stomach and Head
ftill was troublefome, the fame Me-
dicines were ordered once more.

She faid fhe perceived no Dizzinefs
at all in her Head, but that it felt
weak and light, which fhe imagined
mightbe owing to thegreat Difcharge
from the Blifter, therefore prayed to
have it dry’d up, which I accordingly

confented to.

| H Fan,
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Fan. 11. An Uneafinefs at Sto-
mach, Want of Appetite and Lafli-
tude wete now the only Complaints
remaining, 1 therefore prefcribed a
Dofe of Pil. Ruff. to be taken every
other Night, and fome of the Elix.
Vitr. Mynf. twice a Day in a Glafs
of fair Water.

Fan. 21. She had the laft Medi-
cines again, and a little while after

that {he came and returned Thanks
to the Board for her Cure.

She continued well "till Fzne, when
1 heard fhe had her Fits again, but
that the good Women were not for:
her taking any Medicines, imagining
that the Fits were owing to her Preg--
nancy, fhe being then again with.
Child, and that fhe muft mifcarry
now, as fhe had done the former:
Time, in order to get rid of her Fits,,

judging
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 judging her on this Account incapable
- of bearing Children.

~ Thus a great deal of Mifchief is
daily done by Perfons who take upon
them to give their Opinion in Difea~
fes, when they have not the leaft
Pretenfion to any Skill in Phyfick.

For it is not improbable, a Wo-
man in thefe Circumftances might
be conduéed through her Pregnancy,
by feafonable Bleedings, proper Eva-
cuations and Corroborants, made ufe
of, the firft three or four Months
efpecially, which are frequéntly at-
tended with variocus Difficulties, and
which being well got over, the Re-
mainder commonly pafs away w1th'
Eafe and Safety.

Thefe Fits at firft Sight {feem to
come under the Denomination of Hy-
_,ﬂenc_., in as much as they probably
. H 2 proceed
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proceed from the Enlargement of the
Womb, occafioning a Preflure upon
the Plexus mefentericus, or neigh-
bouring Nerves or Membranes. But
as the Tragedy was play’d off from
the Head, where fhe felt great Pain,
I think they are not improperly called
Epileptic, although brought on from
a diftant Caufe. Add to this, that
the alfo pointed at the Stomach, and
beat herfelf there with both her Hands
clenched, as perfons in epileptic Fits
ufually do.——The epileptic Fit, pro-
ceeding from the Preflure of a Gan-
gliumupon a Nerve in the Leg, men-
tioned in the Introduion, illuftrates
this Cafe fufhiciently.

CASE]
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CASE X
Hereditary Syncope.

I Ary Lovell,aged twenty three,
had been {ubject to fainting
Fits from her Birth. Her Mother
| had fuch Fits from a Fright, whilft
fhe was pregnant with her, and had
one at the Time of Delivery, and
the, the Child, was in one, as fhe
was told, when fhe came into the
World.
At firft coming on, fhe feels as if
prick’d with Pins and Needles, all
over her Flefh, afterwards enfues
{fuch a violent Pain at Stomach, that
to eafe herfelf, fhe could tear herfelf
‘open, as the exprefled it. Then her

Head is {eized with a confufed Pain,
| H:s upon
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upon which fhe lofes her Senfes,
faints, and almoft dies away, for her
Countenance turns ghaftly, her Lips
black, the Nofe pinched in, her Eyes
{hut, and her Body and Limbs lie
motionlefs and ftreth’d out as if dead
for about a Quarter of an Hour,.—
Then fhe comes to herfelf a,gafn. by
Degrees, but remains with a Sicknefs
at Stomach, trembling all over, and
is very weak and ill, her Senfes almoft
{tupified, for a Day or two after.—
She has ftrove againft them, being
told it was owing to a fanciful Ap-
preheniion, with walking about, when
{he found them coming on, taking
off her Cloaths, unlacing her Stays,
&’c. but all to no Effed.

Five Years ago, fhe had the ter-
tian Ague, for about three Months,
during which Time fhe ufually had

two
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| two or three of thefe Fits on her il
Days.

About the Age of fixteen her
Menfes appeared, when fhe found no
Amendment of her Fits, but that fhe
was in great Pain all over, about the

Time of their Return, more than is
ufual for other Women to be.

Obferved, that a hard Days Work,
too much Walking, or any other Fa-
tigue, great Mirth, taking Cold, or
Vexation, would bring them on.—-
The laft fhe had was about a Month
ago,— I'wo Years fince fhe has la-
boured almoft under a continual
. Working and Pain at Stomach, efpe-
cially after Eating, when with break-
ing Wind upwards, fhe frequently
voides her Victuals by Mouthfuls,.——
She alfo complains of Pains in her
Arms and Legs, which renders them

H 4 {uff
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ftiff and almoft ufelefs, and is in fuch
Mifery when in Bed, that the is fre-
quently obliged to get up.——She has
her Menftrua regularly, though but
fparingly ; her Alvus orderly, %and
Urine' generally pale.  She “has' loft
Flefh and Strength, to fuch a Degree,
that {he apprehends herfelf to be in
a Confumption, and on Account of
her Fits, has frequently been obliged
to quit her Service, which is her'Cafe
at prefent. |

Fune 1, 1745. 1 ordered her to
be blooded, a Blifter in the Neck,
to take of our T#4é2. Cathol. Nights
and Mornings, and a ftomachic Tinc-
ture about eleven in'the Forenoon,
and at {ix in the Afternoon. |

Fune 4. Had no Fits, brings up
her Aliments, and has flill' a great
Uneafinefs at Stomach The Pains

of
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of her Limbs not much mitigated. I
ordered the Tinét. Cathol. and fto-
machic Tin&ure to be continued.
---”_'fuﬂe 12. No Fits, the Rheumatic
Pains eafier, refts better ; the Vomit-
ling better, ftill very fick at Stomach.

—————————————————

— Ordered a perpetual Blifter on the
left Arm, the Zinét. Cathol. as be-
fore, and the Elix. Vitr. in Lieu of
the Stomach Tin&ure, imagining her
Stomach to be now in a Condition
to bear the Acid, which I appre-
hended before might be too pun-
gent.

* Fune 14. No Fits, the Pain of her
Limbs almoft well, the Vomiting
ftopt, Sicknefs at Stomach and Ap-
petite better ; is ftill veryfaint, though
alfo in this Refpe& not fo bad as
before. Went on with the laft Me-

dicines.
o Fune
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FJune 21. As fhe mended, and
the Medicines agreed very well, I
ordered them to be repeated.

Fune 24. No Fits, was better of
all the former Diforders, complained
{he was greatly afflited with the flwor
albus, which weaken’d her extremely.
I ordered a ftrengthening Plafter ta
her Loins, and to take of our corro-
borating Pilis three Times a Day,
with fome of the ftomachic Tinc-
ture.

Fune 26. No Fits, Head and Sto-
mach better, but the fluor albus fiill
yery bad, and complained of a great
Uneafinefs and Tremor. She had
the Lac Ammoniacum cum Tinét.
Jfulig. cum Al to take between whiles,
and the Pills and Bitter as before.

Fune 28. No Fits, Head and Sto-
mach better 5 fluor albus better. The
laft Medicines were continued.  Fuly
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fuly 1. No Fits, Head and Sto-
mach well ; fuor albus continued
mending. Went on as before.

, f}"u_fy 2. Continued in a fine Way,
returned Thanks to the Board, and
had her Medicines with her to per-
fe¢ her Cure as an Out-patient,
which I ordered her to do at leaft a
Month longer, to fee whether fhe
remained free from her Fits three
Months, their longeft Diftance, that
{he might be affured ofa Cure, But
as I have not feen her to this Day,
the 24th of May, 1746. I conclude
{he has been well ever fince.

Here is an hyfterical Cafe, repre-
fenting the buman Frame under
moft difmal Circumftances. It is
hereditary and fo rooted in the Ha-
bit, that it begins in the extreme Fi-

laments
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laments of the Nerves, the peccant
Matter being accumulated in a Pe-
riod of Time, and the Conftitution
not being vigorous enough to throw
it off by the Pores, it occafions on
the Surface the Senfation of pricking
of Pins; and when it is abforbed
into the Habit, it firft exerts its Fury
upon the nervous Coat of the Sto-
mach, then attacks the Brain, and
after that dlfplays the horrid Scene
over the whole Body, dﬁ:prwmg it
of all vifible Motion, except the Vi-
bration of the Arteries. 'And that
this is alfo greatly hindered, appears
from the ghaftly and corps-like Ap-
pearance in the Face.

The above Theory is confirmed
by the frequent Repetition of them
during her tertian Ague, when in-
fenfible Per{piration is very deficient,
| I as
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as alfo that hard Exercife, Paffions
of the Mind, and taking Cold, which
have the fame Effe&, bring them on.

The Weaknefs at her Stomach
{hews how greatly the nervous Syftem
had been debilitated by thelong Vexa-
tion of thefe Fits, which is confirmed
by the fparing Menftrua, Lofs of
Fle(h, Strength, and general Decay.

She alfo complains of Rheumatic
Pains in her Limbs, which her ner-
vous Weaknefs had fo far aggravated
that fhe had almoft loft the Ufe of
them.

The Uterine Veflels were allo {o
‘much debilitated by the Violence of
this nervous Complaint, that fhe had
the fuor albus to a great Degree ;
which was however the eafier to cure,
the Nerves being made ftronger, by
the Remedies made ufeof in this Pro-

cefs, CASE
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CASE Al

A Servant Maid about eighteen,
of a ftrong Habit, and healthy!
Conftitution, was taken fuddenly
with Fits, beating herfelf, ftruggling|
with her Body and Legs, and work-
ing her Head backwards with fuch|
Violence, that feveral Men were tired |
with holding her, to prevent her do-
ing herfelf a Mifchief. She fcreamed,
foamed at Mouth, clenched her Jaws
and Hands, and the Intervals were
{o thort, that fhe had not Time to
come to underftand what was faid to
her, or to take any Thing; neither
was it poflible to bleed her, or to ufe
any other Means, but applying exter-
nally Spirit of Hart(horn, cold Water,
burning of Feathers under her No-

1 ftrils,
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ftrils, &c. Notwithftanding which
{he continued in this Condition near
eight Hours, when fhe gradually
ame to herfelf. Then fhe wasblood-
»d, and took a Dofe of Zin&?. Hier,
with fome Tinlt. fulig. cum affa,
which operated very well, and a
Blifter was applied to her Back.—
After this fthe took fome of the Pil
\feet. Nights and Mornings, and the
\Elix. Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day, which
iwas continued fome Time; fince
!"that {he has never had the leaft Ap-
pearance of any Fits or nervous Dif-
|order, which is near five Years [ince.
This young Woman was very well
lin the Morning, eat her Dinner as
ufual, and the Fits did not feize her
till between fix and feven in the
|Evening. All thatI could learn con-
cerning the Caufe of them was, that

1n
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in the Afternoon, there being fome
Burton Ale bottling off, fhe had
drunk of it; yet not fo much as to
intoxicate her, for fthe had waited at
Tea-table very well. Whether this.
Liquor, which is very windy, and
{fubje to a ftrong Fermentation, |
could by dilating the Stomach beyond :
its natural Capacity, bring on thofe
violent Spafms, or whether they were
occafioned by its volatile and acrimo-
nious Particles {timulating the ner-
vous Syftem, or both, I leave to the
Judgment of the Reader. »

C ASE XIIL

Man of about fifty, of a ftrong
and replete Habit, a Drinker
of ftrong Beer and Spirituous Liquors,
had daily twelve or more Convulfions,
| which
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which affeGted his whole Body. His
Eyes remained open and fixt, he loft
his Speech during that Time, had a
Contra&ion in both his Hands, and
icould not ftand upon his Legs, but
underftood all that was faid. The
Fits came on with an Uneafinefs in
the Hypochondrium, a naufeating at
Stomach, fucceeded by a copious
|driveling of Spittle from his Mouth.
They lafted about a Quarter of an
Hour ; when gone oft he recovered
his Speech, which however was Vcry
much impaired by the frequent Re-
|turn of his Fits.

He had already, by the Apotheca-
ry’s Diretions, been blooded, taken
feveral Dofes of Tiif7. Sacr. alfo ner-
vous Medicines, as AJf. fet. Valer.

Sal. Succin. &c. but found no A-
mendment, '

I Imagining
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Imagining that the Juices being
too vifcid and abundant, might
by their Prefflure and Want of
free Circulation check the Courfe of
the nervous Fluid, and occafion thefe
Spaims, I dire¢ted my firft Intention
to emptying and thinning them.
That being effe¢ted, a Courfe of ner-
vous, and corroborating Medicines
might take Place and compleat the

Cure. I therefore ordered him to
lofe fome Blood from the Foot, then

to take a Bolus with Calomel, Vale-
tian, and Conf. Anth. two Nights
following, and to purge it off the
third Morning with fome of the Pj/.
Belloff, and a Paregoric at Night.
After this Procefs he was abun-
dantly better, he had now only one
or two Fits in a Day, and thofe not
fo ftrong as before: His Speech was

mended,
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mended, as alfo his Memory, which
he had almoft loft, and made him
look like an Ideot.——1I ordered this
Courfe to be repeated, and as he
complained ofa Stiffnefsin hisTongue,
I dire@ed thirty or forty Drops of
Spir. Lav. C. to be dropt upon a
Lump of Sugar, and to be fwallowed
gradually, and to take as much Horfe
Radifh and Muftard with his Eatables
as he could.

The Fits being intirely removed
by this Means, and his Speech re-
covered, I prefcribed a Courfe of ner-
vous and corroborating Medicines to

eftablith the Cure.
Mercury is commonly look’d up-

on as injurious to the Nerves, but
that it is of excellent Service in fome
of thefe Cafes, when applied judici-
mﬂly, may be colle&ed from this, the
: 1. 2 following
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following Cafe, and many other In-
ftances.

AT RO

Univerfal Spafms about the Time of
the Me11f¢s going off.

Woman of a robuft Habit

was, in Decemb. 17 4.4, taken in

Bed, being very well the Day before,
with a fudden Starting, and convul-
five Contractions of the whole Body,
without Lofs of her Senfes, which
lafted but a Moment, but was {o vio-
lent, that the Bed crack’d under her,
and returned fo frequently, that the
Apothecary would not undertake to
bleed her, for Fear of doing her an
Injury with his Lancet. He there-
fore gave her a Dofe of Zin&Z. Sacr.
and for two or three Days after G,
AlJe Ammon. Caftor. and Volatile
Medi-
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Medicines, and apphed a Blifter to
her Back. |
When I came to her, I found her
fitting in her Chair, and whilft I was
enquiring into the Nature of her

Cafe, fhe had a Fit almoft every
Minute. She complained of no
Head-ach or Zertigo, or Sicknefs at
| Stomach, or any Pain at all. She
could ufe her Limbs during the Inter-
| vals very well all over, neither was
{he fenfible where thefe fudden Spafms
had their Beginning.

She was about forty fix Yearsold,
the Menftrua had been dodging her
for fome Time ; was pretty corpulent,
a {ober Liver, and continued having
a good Appetite.

Ijudging in this Cafe asin the for-
mer,  that a Plezhora and Vifcidity of
the Jumes might give Rife to thefe
4155 I 3 Spaims,

e, &
|
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Spafms, ordered her to take a Byl
with Calom. at Night, a Cathartic
Draught the Morning following, and
a Paregoric with fome T777. Gﬂﬁ the
Night after the Purge.. '

The Day after, -if her Flts were
lefs, and her Arms or Legs could be
kept {teady enough, to take away
twelve or fourteen Ounces of Blood,
and for two Days following a Draught
with G. Aff. fet. & Ammon. every
five or fix Hours.

The third Night the Calomel Bo-
lus again, the Purging Potion the
Morning following, and the Parego-
ric Draught at Night.

The Day of this fecond Purge I
went to fee her again in the After-
noon, and found that the Cathartic
had operated very well, that fhe had
been blooded, and taken the other

Medi-
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Medicines, and was {o much mended,
that this Day fhe had but two or three
Fits, and thofe but very {light ones.

I ordered the fame Courfe to be
repeated once more, and afterwards,
according as fhe found herfelf, to take
the Bol. and Cathartic Potion, once
or twice a Week.

She was for {fome Days, as I was
informed, quite well, but afterwards
relapfed.  As I was not confulted
any more, Icannot fay what it was
owing to; though from the Succefs
we had in checking the Fits, one
might reafonably be induced to ima-
 gine that fome fuch Courfe purfued,
with Care, would in Time have ef-
fected a Cure.

14 CASE
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CASE XIV

Hyfleric Fits about the Time qf tﬁg
Mcnﬁrua going r::f -

¥ Annab H arﬁweﬂ fort}r folie
g A Years old, had been taken a-
bcw itia Month ago with Giddinefs and
Numbnefs of the Head; of which fhe
was relieved by B,leeding., After that
was taken with -a Tremor all over,
inward Fluttering; Sinking and Faint-
ings, ‘Painat Stomach, Reaching and
Spitting abundantly, efpecially in the
Morning: getting out of Bed, white
frothy Flegin (to ufe herown Ex-
preflion) like Milk from the Cow.
She had loft her Appetite, was waft-
ed, and had not feen her Men/fes about:
{ix Months laft paft.

2 b K i Mﬂ}
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May 20, 1745. I ordered her to
be blooded, a Calomel Pill at Night,
the purging Salts the Morning follow-
ing, a Paregoric at Night, and 7z7.
fulig. cum AJf. to be taken when
faint.

* May 22. Though the Evacuation
had funk her a little, {he found her-

felf relieved. Ordered now Pl
feet.every other Night, and a Mixture
with Lac Ammon. fome Tint. fulig.
cum Afl. and a little Laud. lig. to be

lufed two or:three Times a Day: .

Fune 5. Had feen: her ME?E/{“:’I the
29th paft; fince which has found her

Spirits greatly revived.  Her Trem-
bling {till very troublefome at Times,
alfo Shaking of her Legs, fo that her
Knees beat againft -each other, -with
Reaching and Gaping, asif her Jaws
were to: be {plit, ;and Dizinefls of
‘ ' * atlic
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the Head. The laft Medicines hav-
ing agreed very well, ordered them
to be repeated.

Fune 14. I—Iavmg oot a Cold, is
rather worfe again, complains of Sick-
nefs and Swelling at Stomach. -

Ordered Mixt. Cath. cum Tinft.
Mart. Mynf. to be taken Night and
Morning, and Tiné?. fulig. cum ff_ﬂ
frequently

Fune 17. No fainting Fits, is low-
{pirited, complains of a Snapping in
her Head at Night, and working as|
if it were coming to Pieces.—As {he !
complained of Coftivenefs, I added
to the Mixture {fome 712 jalap. the!
Tinfl. fulig. as before, and a Blifter
in her Neck.

Fune 24. Spitting much better,
Fitsdon’t laft {o long, Sighing trou-.
blefome, and is low-{pirited.——Or-
dered the laft Medicinesagain,  Fuly)
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Fuly 3. The 3oth paft, and firft
prefent Month, had feveral ftruggling
Fits, occafioned by a Fright.
rdered Pil. Epilept. three Times a
y, with fome EL Vitr. Myn/. and
in&l. fulig. cum AJf. occafionally.

Fuly 15, Had one Fit fince laft
refcription, is very low and faint,
alpitation of the Heart very trou-
lefome, finds herfelf beft after Purg-
ing.——QOrdered 7. §. a Calomel Pill
t nght a Purge next Morning, a

Fuly 19. Had one Fit yeﬁerday,
ut {horter and not fo ftrong, Palpi-

ation of the Heart better, is not fo
ow and faint.——Ordered a Calomel
Pill two Nights following, and the
Jathartic the third Morning ; alfo
ac ~Ammon. cum Tinit. fulig. to be
ed - frequently, Fuly
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- Fuly 26. No Fits, has Trembling
and Horrors upon her Spirits, and
Sinking at Stomach ; the Purge as
before, and a bitter Mixture to bé
taken twice a Day. ' §

Aug. 2. Had feveral Attacks, but
no Fits; her Spirits, Appetite and
Strength better ; fighing, ftill trouble-
{ome, but not {o bad. —Had the laft
Medicines again, alfo Tinct fzzZzg
curn AJf. tobe taken when faint, -

Aug. 12, Had a {light Fit two
Days ago, {till very uneafy at Sto:
mach, complains.of the fuor albus,
with great Weaknefs and Pain in the
Small of her Back. Ordered 7742
Cath. Nights and Mornings, E/. Zizw!
twice a Day, and a corroborating
Plafter to her Back.

Aug. 19. Had a violent Head-ach
laﬁ Week ' before the Menfes came
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down, which is better fince; had
lfo four Days running fome {light
its, her Flefh feels numb’d all over;
pitting and Stomach better.

Ordered another Blifterin the Arm,
il. feet. every other Night, {fome
inét. jalap. the Morning after, fhe
ing. very hard to move, and the
ac Ammon. cum Tinét. fulig. as
fore.

Aug. 26. No Fits, Head-ach very
ad, Numbnefs better, is very faint
nd low.——Ordered her to go on
ith the fame Medicines.

Sept. 6. Had one ftruggling Fit
he 3d, very flight, Fainting much
etter, has Pain and Swelling at Sto-
ach.—Went on as before.

Sept. 24. Had no Fits a pretty
hile, and well of all Complaints,
ave a little Tremor,——Defired to

{ return
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return Thanks to the Board.——Or-
dered 7. 8. and the laft Medicines

again to perfe& her Cure.

The Length of this Procefs doubt-
lefs was greatly owing to her Poverty,
the not having the Means of indulg-
ing the Operation of her Medicines,

as the Rich may ; to the Fretting on
Account of her mean Circumftances,
and the critical Time of her Confti-

tution, the going off of the Mexn/es.

CASE XXV.

Pa%r, with Sf;gfﬂt, Hﬁﬂ?"fﬁg, and Un-
derflanding impaired, from ex-
ternal Injury. |

Avid Manfon, aged forty three,

of a healthy Conftitution and

robuft Habit, about ten Months ago
1 received
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received a Blow on the right Os Zy-

goma, which ftunned him fo that he

fell down on the Ground. When he

was taken up they found that he had

loft his Speech, his Underftanding and

Memory,alfo partly hisSight and Hear-
ing, with Numbnefsall over, o that he
ppeared like a Natural or Ideot. He
lfo at the fame Time was deprived
f the Ufe of his right Arm, that
eg was alfo {fo much affetted,
hat he walked with a good deal
of Difficulty. A few Days after
he Accident, a Pain {feized the
eft Side of his Head, about the Qs
Bregmatis, where he received no
urt, which was conftant, and fome-
imes {o exquifite, that he thought it
ould make him raving mad. He
ad been blooded and taken Medicines
om an Apothecary, but to little
urpofe. When.
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When he came to the Infirmaryy
on the sth of Fuly, 1745. his Wife
attended him to tell me his Cafe, he
not being capable of doing it him{elfy
for want of Underftanding, as well
as of his Speech, which however he
had recovered {o far as to be able to
utter a few Monofyllables, though
but imperfeély.—His Appetite was
all the while pretty good, but his A4/-
vus generally coftive. .‘
- I ordered him to be blooded, a
Blifter to the Nape of his Neck, fome
of the Pil. far every other Night,
and as of late he had been Very co-
ftive a purging Mixture the Morning
following, and a Paregoric at Night,
and the E/ix. Vitr. Myn/ three Times
a Day the intermediate Days. :

Fuly 12. The Pain of his Head
was eafier, his Speech freer, his Arm

and
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-and Leg not {o lame, and his Sight
and Underftanding better. But he
complained of a new Pain, which
was in the Small of his Back, attend-
ed with {fome Difhculty of making
Water. As this was but lately come,
when the Blifter was almoft dried up,
I did not attribute it to the Effe& of
the Cantharides, but rather to a
Tranflation of the peccant Mattet
from the nervous Syftem upon the
rinary Veflels, which I have obferv-
has happened to feveral of my
atients under nervous Complaints,
hen they came to be onthe mending,
Jand.

The former Mediciries were con-
inued, and for his new Diforder I
refcribed an oily Mixture with fome
pir. Vitr. d. and a {mall Proportion

f Laud. lig.
' K Fuly
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- Fuly 22. He was fo far recovered
that he came alone, being now able to
Ipeak for himfelf. He had the Pills
and purging Mixture again; but as
the Pain of his Back, and Difliculty of
Urine were not much mended, he
was blooded again, and had a Mix-
ture with Balf. Capiv. Spir. Nitr.
dule. and a little Lawud. lig. to take
frequently.

Aug. 5. He came with a moft:
joytul Countenance, to tell me that
he was perfectly well, his Sight, Me--
mory and Speech being as good asi
ever, and hisPains and Lamenefs quite:
removed, and therefore defired tos
return his hearty Thanks to the Board|
for his great Cure.—1I ordered him,
“however {fome of the Pjl feet. and!
the Lac Ammon. cum Tins. Sfulig.
to take for fome Time, to {treng--

theny
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then his Nerves and to prevent a Re-
lapfe.

Although this Cafe doth not
properly belong to the Clafs of
Convulfions, yet as it thews the {ur-
priing Effe&t external Injury may
have upon the nervous Syftem, I
thought it not improper to allow it
a Place here to corroborate the pre-
ceding Cafes.—From the Lofs of
his Underftanding, Memory, and to-
tal Numbnefs, we cannot but think
that the Origin of Nerves had receiv-
ed fuch a Shock, that they were
greatly hindered in their Funéions
in general; and in particular, that
the Blow had touched and bruifed
{ome Branch of the sth Pair, which
difperfes many Twigs there, and im-
‘mediately are concerned in the Or-

K 2 gans
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gans of Sight, Hearing, and Speech.
And as Branches of this Pair inofcu-
late with the Nerves of the Perzebre
of the Neck, out of which the Nerve
moving the Arm arifes, the Lofs of
its Motion is eafy to conceive. But
that one Side of the Spiﬁaﬁ: Medulla
fhould partake of this Injury, fo far
as to affe@ the crural Nerve of that
Side only, is not eafily accounted for.
I thereforeafk’d, whether this Lame-
nefs might not proceed from his fall-
ing on that Side ; to which his Wife
anfwered, fhe did not know of any
Injury he had received there.

"The Pain about the Os Bregmatis,
of the oppofite Side, did probably
atife from a Contra-concuffion of
fome of the Membranes, in like Man-
ner as I have feen Contra-fiffures of
the Granium, even in {fome where no

COIl-
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- confiderable external Injury was to
. be perceived.  The Nature of the
- Pain fhew’d plainly that it was ner-
vous, becaufe it at Times relaxed
him to fuch a Degree that he was
lame all over, and could hardly move.
- Although Coftivenefs of the Body
may come from various Caufes, yet
in this Cafe it is probable that it was
owing to the Diforder the Nerves of
the Mefenterium laboured under ;
whether primarily from the Blow, or
that the Aéion of the Nerves being
vitiated, the Injury had extended it-
{elf gradually thus far, I will not pre-
tend to determine. Certain it is,
that Coftivenefs is a common Symp-
tom when the nervous Syftem is in-
jured.
The Indication appeared in this
Cafe tobe, to evacuate the peccant Hu-
K 3 ors,
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mors, that might be fuppofed to have
lodged about the injured Parts; to
ftimulate and reftore Activity to the
Nerves, and laftly to brace them up.
How thefe Intentions were anfwered,
appears from the foregoing Method
of Cure; which fucceeded beyond
Expectation.

A Cafe fomewhat like this we find
defcribed in Boerhaave's Confultations,
publifhed lately, N° 0. in a young
Lady who had fell from her Horfe,

but the Pain was on the fame Side
where the was hurt; which he di-
reted to be cured by Evacuations

Jrom the Head downwards.

CASE
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G AWS.E . XVI,

Fits from external Hurt.

Ewis Harrifon, ten Years of
Age, a ftout ftrong-made Boy,

was ftruck by another in the right
Epigaftrium, about a Month before
he came to the Infirmary, which was
the 17th of #uly, 174x. upon which
he fell down, and lay fenfelefs and
motionlefs fome Time, and was fo
'ill that he kept his Bed ten Days;
'during which Time he had Fits every
‘Day, lofing his Senfes, ftruggling
hard, and foaming at Mouth. His
Belly is very hard, and coftive ; voids
but little Urine, which is very high
coloured.——Thefe Sort of Fits have
followed him pretty clofe ever fince,
K s infomuch
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infomuch that his Memory and Un-
derftanding feem to be imPaired by
them. d

Tordered him to lofe a little Blood,
a Calomel Pill over Night, and a
Cathartic next Morning.

Jwly 19. The Pill and Purge hav-
ing agreed with him very well; he
had the fame again.

July 235. His Intelle@s feem to be
much clearer and ftronger, and the
Fits better. As he complained of a
gnawing Pain at Stomach, and f{ud-
den ravenous Appetite, 1 {fufpected
there might be Worms in the Cafe,
and therefore ordered him a Vermi- .
fuge Powder every Morning, which -
if there were none, would by its bitter
Ingredients{erve to brace y p the Tone
of the Stomach.

ﬁﬂg.
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Aung. 4. Complained {till, though

not fo much, of his Stomach, and
that he was coftive; I therefore pre-
{cribed the Elix. propr. twice a
‘Day, and Powder as before.
. Aug. 24. Has had noFits feveral
Days. But as his Head was heavy
and dizzy, ordered the preParatwe
Pill and Purge again.

Sept. 9. Thefe Symptoms being
much abated fince the laft Phyfic,
ordered the fame again.

Sept. 14. Has had no Fits, hisIn-
tellects and Head quite well ; com-

mach.——Prefcribed the Vermlfuge
Powders as before.

Sept. 23. His Stomach better, but
is a little coftive, he had the E/ix,
ropr. again, and the 29th of the
fame Month he came and returned

Thanks
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Thanks to the Board for his Cure,
being now perfectly well in every
Refpett.

I have feen the Boy feveral Times
fince, he continued in good Health,
and is grown a lufty Lad.

It is evident from the Confe-
quences, that the nervous Syftem was
injured by the Blow,butin what Part
may be guefled at, but not deter-
mined.

I conceived the Hurt had occa-
fioned like a Bruife an Echymofis
upon or near fome Nerve, which be-
ing thereby ftimulated, occafioned
thofe Spafms and other Cofnplaintsl
of the Head. Wherefore Evacuati-
ons {feemed to be indicated to carry
off the Load of peccant Humors,
which fucceeded accordingly ; and

it muft be obvious to every one, that

I nervous



It did not appear that the Patient
oided any Worms, and perhaps the
nealy Senfation at Stomach pro-
eeded from Confent of the Parts in-
ured.

I had not fet down this Cafe whilft
nder Cure, but as I remembered
me of the Circumftances, I. fent

I think the Cafe belongs to the
lafs of Epilepfies,

CASE
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C ASE XVIL

Fits from external Hurt.

A RY Cundell, between f1x-

teen and {eventeen Years of

Age, a well-grown, ftrong, and frefh-
coloured young Woman, feven Years
ago, being at Play, her Sifter hit her
Temple againft a Stair-cafe, upon
which the immediately fell into a
Fit, laughing, crying, and ftruggling
alternatively, which lafted about an
Hour. After that, {he generally had
thefe forts of Fits twice or thrice a
Day. Then they left her for almoft
a whole Year, but within thefe four
Months have returned, and are now
worfe than ever. She firft perceives,
when they are coming on, an Unea-
{inefs
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finefs at Stomach, then a Dizzinefs
in her Head, upon which fhe jumps
up all at once at any Body, tearing
about her like one mad, being in-
fenfible of what fhe doth, then falls
a crying, laughing, or fainting, foams
at Mouth, bites her Tongue, and
often wounds it fo, that fhe can
hardly take any Suftenance for fome
Time after. She frequently ftruggles
{fo hard, that {everal People cannot
manage her, and when the Fits are
over feels an intolerable Head-ach,
Lownefs and Faintnefs. = Between
whiles eats her Victuals very hearty ;
has never had her Menfes.
. Aug. 3, 1745. She had been
blooded two Days ago. I ordered
. Pil. aur. ij, one to Night, the other
to morrow Night, a Purge the Morn-
ing following, and a Paregoric Bolus

at
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at Night. ~ And to take fome of the
Tint. fulig. cum Af. between whiles
when faint and low-{pirited.

Awrg. 9. Has had no Fits, is pure
brifk, her Head achs between whiles,
but not {o violently as formerly.—
Ordered her Pil. Ecphraé?. every
other Night, E/ix. Vitr. Myn/. twice
a Day, and a perpetual Blifter to her
Arm.

Aug. 14. Had a flight Attack
Yefterday, but no Fit. Head-ach bet-
ter fince the Blifter——The Pills and |
Drops as before,
~ Aug. 2xv. No Fits, complains of |
Pain of her Head, is fwelled and fick
at Stomach, faint and fhort-breathed.
No Menfes. Continued the fame
Medicines. |

Aung. 26. No Fits, 1s ftill fivelled at

Stomach, Appetite and Head-ach bet-
ter. No Menfes yet, Or-
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Ordered Tinét. Cathol. cum Tinst.
Martis Nights and Mornings, Tné?.
Stomach. Tintt. Helleb. nig. ana .
@g. to be taken twice a Day in a
Glafs of fair Water an Hour before
Dinner, and at {ix in the Evening,
and 7. §. pedis.

Sep. 2. About the Time of full
Moon laft, had feveral Attacks of
Fits, but no Fits, kept her Senfes;
Swelling at Stomach better.——The
fame Medicines again.

Sept. 11. No Fits, is well in every
Refpeét, but has not feen yet her
Menfes.——Went on as before.

Sept. 17. Is well, but no Menfes
yet.——Ordered to go on.

Sept. 24. No Fits, has feen a Shew
of them,——Was defired to continue
the Mixture and Drops a little longer.

Oé.
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" 0&. 23. Has kept aWay fo lohg,
not wanting any more Medicines, be~
ing very well; has had her Menfes in
due Order. However, I ordered
{fome Pil. fzet. to be taken every other
Night to confirm her Cure, and the
Elix. Vitr. as before.

O¢#. 30. Said fhe (hould have re-
turned Thanks laft Committee Day,
thinking herfelf perfectly well, but
that a Perfon having given her feve-
ral fevere Blows, fhe had fell down
in a Fit, and wounded her Head.—
Ordered her to be blooded, and to
continue the laft Prefcription.

Nov. 22. Came with another Pa-
tient, not wanting any Medicines
herfelf, being very well; has had her
Menftrua very orderly, and not the
leaft Symptom of Fits, fince that
from the Blows as above, though had

I met
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met with feveral Frights, which be-
fore would have occafioned them.
Believes fhall have no more, and de-
figns to give Thanks next Board
Day ; which fhe did accordingly.

Here is another Example of Fits
from external Injury. It is remar-
kable, that the Seeds of the old Dif-
eafe that had lain dormant, thew’d
themfelves again about the Time of
Puberty ; that fo {foon as deobftruent
Medicines were given her, the Symp-
toms of Obftruétion manifefted them-
felves more plainly ; and that when
the was made regular, fhe was alfo
cured of her Fits,-

L CASE
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CUA'S B XYL
Fits from a Blow on the Head.

Liz. Strickland,about eighteen,

of a fanguine Complexion ;
when fix or feven Years old had a
Blow given her in the Work-houfe
on the right Side of the Head near
the Occiput, which felled her down,
and deprived her of her Senfes for
{fome %I'ime. Since that has been
troubled with Fits, which come on
with a Rifing from her Stomach,fo that
{he is forced to fwallow her Spittle as
faft as poflible for fear of being fuf-
focated, then it gets up to her Head,
and fhe falls down precipitately like
dead, and comes to herfelf again in
about three or four Minutes. Obferves

a great
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a great Forgetfulnefs after her Fits, {o
that if fent on an Errand, and hasa
Fit mean while, forgets what fhe
was fent about. Has generally two
or three of ‘’em a Day ; any Fright,
Vexation or Uneafinefs brings them
Has had her Menfes about
one Year pretty regularly ; {fince which
has been worfe of her Fits, and
whilft they are upon her finds herfelf
alfo rather more troubled with Fits.

Fune 12, 1745. Ordered her to
be blooded, the Pil. fat. every other
Day, and Elix. Vitr. Myn/. twice a
Day.

Fune 19. Fits flill as bad, is be-
tween whiles lightiomer, has a great
Sournefs at Stomach, Head very
dizzy. Ordered a Blifter to her
Neck, an Emetick, the Fulep. Cre-
tac. and Pil, feet. every other Night.

| Pt Fune

on.
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Fune 26, Miffed her Fits one Day, |
which had never done before, had
fome fince, but neither fo long nor
{o ftrong. Still a great Sournefs at
Stomach. Ordered Pil. feer. as
before, Sp. C. C. twice a Day, and
the Ful. Cretac.

Fuly 3. Mifled her Fits one Day.
Had them very bad Yefterday and |
the Day before (Moon full the 2d.)
Ordered Pil. feet.asbefore, Tiné?. fulig.
cum AJ. and a perpetual Blifter upon
the Arm, Sournefs at Stomach gone.

Fuly 17. Mifled her Fits two Days,
when they come are {horter and not
{fo ftrong. Ordered 7. §' 'to renew
the Blifter, which was almoft dry,
the Pills as before, and the E/ix.
Vitr. twice a Day.

Aug. 1. Had a ftrong Fit the 29th
in the Morning in Bed, which made

it




[ 149 ] -
it thake, but lafted only two Minutes.
Had two yefterday, Water runs from
her Mouth abundantly.—Had her
Pills again, and to refrefh her Spirits,
which the complained wereexceeding
low, fome Spir. Lav. C.

Aug. 1 4. Mifled her Fits two Days.
Had them again Yefterday, and to
Day had two whilft waiting at the
Infirmary; they laft but a little
while, the is not {o ill after, and re-
covers her Senfes {ooner. Was
blooded again; and as I began to
{fufpe@ the Diforder in her Stomach
and Bowels, according to her De-
“{cription, might perhaps proceed from
Worms, I prefcribed the Ele?. Hel-
mint. Nights and Mornings, and of
the Tinét. Helleb. nig. & Spir. Lav.
C. at eleven and five.

1243 Sfpr.
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Sept. 5. Is better, her Fits often
come and go in her Sleep, ftruggles
hard, as her Miftrefs with whom fhe
lies, tells her. The E/ef/. and Drops
repeated

Sept. 26. Had Fits in the Night
very bad. Ordered Pil. Aur. ij,
then a Purge Lac Ammon. & Al
fat. ana p. @g.a couple of Spoon{-
ful three or four Times a Day. |

I did not fee her again ’till the
22d of O&ober, when fhe defired to
give Thanks to the Board, faying fhe
was almoft well of her Fits, and be-
tieved they would wear away : How-
ever [ urged her nottoleave oft her Me-
dicines, accordingly for the next Day
Tordered her an Emetic, two prepa-
rative Pills for two Nights following,
after that a Cathartic, and the Zi#&.
Jfulig. cum AJJ. three or four Times a
Day, or when faint, Nov,




| | 35z ]

Nov. 5. Had the preparative Pills
and Cathartic again, was blooded,
and 72162 fulig. as before, was better.

HNowv. 11. Had had no Fits {everal
Days, thinks herfelf perfectly -well.
——Ordered by Way of Precaution,
and ‘to fortify her Nerves againft any
" fudden Surprife, the Lac Ammon. &
Al feet. After that faw her no more,
+ {o conclude the continued well.

This Girl did not purfue her Me-
dicines clofe enough, elfe, very pro-
bably, would have been cured much
fooner.

The violent Concuflien the Brain
received from the Blow, was doubt-
lefs the Occafion of the Fits, which
thereforemay be rank’d in the epilep-
tic Order : although afterwards they

feemed to begin in the Stomach, the
L 4 Nerves
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Nerves of which had been {o much
debilitated that they gave the firft
Notice, as {foon as the Diforder began
to affe& the Brain,

The Diforder at her Stomach, and
violent Flux of Sa/ivg, were greatly
abated by the Ufe of the Elei?. Hel-

smint. But whether that wasnot rather
owing to the Stomachic than the Ver-

mifuge Ingredient, I cannot deter-
mine, becaufe no Worms were per-
ceived to come from her.

G A SR X 4
Fits after a ftrong Purge.

NIV Meers, aged thirteen, of

_ a low Stature, thin Habit, and
Pale Complexion, was about fix
Years ago, after a ftrong Cathartic,
| taken
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taken with a violent Convulfion Fit-
after that her Fits were not fo ftrong,
but frequent, fo that fhe often had
two or three a Day; obferved fhe
was commonly worfe about the
Changes of the Moon. Is now fre-
quently feized with great Pain at
Stomach, which fometimes {wells very
much, and after it is troubled with
Wind and Rumbling in the Bowels.
Her Mouth is {o full of Spittle that
fhe is obliged to fwallow it fo faft
that it almoft choaks her, then ler
_Head is feized with a Szupor, lofes
" her Senfes, faints away with Diftor-
tion of her Limbs, {fometimes with,
fometimes without Struggling, and
inabouta Quarter of anHour recovers
her Senfes, but remains very weak
and languid. Her Appetite very bad,
is always fick at Stomach, and often

brings
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brings up her Victuals again, begins
to lofe Flefh, and Strength, and
thinks herfelf in a Confumption.

Commenced an Out-patient the
27th of March, 1745. from which
Time {he had divers Dofes of Pi/. fet.
to take every other Night, and E/
Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day; but not
purfuing her Cure clofely, received
little Benefit till the roth of Fuze,
when fhe told me fhe had had no Fits
threeWeeks,Vomiting and Sicknefs at
Stomach not {fo bad. Continued the
{fame Medicines.

June 26. Had Fits the 22d, (two
Days before the 1t Quarter of the
Moon) not {fo long nor fo ftrong.
Swallowing of Spittle fill very trou-
blefome. Ordered Pil, Epilept.
to be taken three Times a Day, with
fome EI Vitr. and a Cathartic fome
Days after. Fuly
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Fuly 1. No Fits, Spittle not trou-
blefome, is purely fince the Purge,—
Ordered the {fame again.

Fuly 24. Obferves has Fits every
three Weeks, conftantly, defpairs of
ever getting well. Had them laft
Week from Monday 15, to Saturday
20. yet cannot fay they are fo ftrong
or long, (new Moon the 17th) has
a gnawing Pain at Stomach before
Eating, and is fwelled —Ordered
Eleét. Helmintic. Nights and Morn-
ings, and Elix. propr. about Noon,
and at five or {ix in the Afternoon.

Aug. 12. The Gnawing and.Swel-
ling at Stomach gone: Has had no
Fits, is mended purely {ince laft Me-
dicines, which therefore were re-
peated.

Sept. 11. No Fits ; Head-ach be-
tween whiles and giddy, Stomach

pretty
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pretty well.——Againft the approach-
ing-Change of the Moon, ordered
her a Vomit to Day, to be blooded
to Morrow, a Purge the next Morn-
ing, and Paregoric at Night.

Sept. 17. Had Fits laft Zednefday
Night, and off and on till Friday
Evening (new Moon on Friday) how-
ever they were but fhort and not
{ftrong, Stomach much better.
Ordered an Eleé? with Limar. Stan-
#i Conf. Ruthe and Z.Z. alfo Elix.
propr. as before.

Sep. 277. Has had {ome Attacks of
Fits, but no Fits. No Pain at all at
Stomach. —Went on with the {ame
Medicines. .

O&. 15. Was perfedly well, and
returned Thanks. 1 told her if fhe
{hould find herfelf uneafy on Account
of the Want of her Menfes, which

hitherto
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hithert{J had not appeared, ot
have any Return of Fits, to apply
again to the Infirmary; which fhe
not having done to this Day, I con-
clude her to have received a perfect

and lafting Cure.

As this Girl was cured with Hel-
mintic Medicines chiefly, it is highly
probable, as alfo from fome of her
Complaints, {he hadWorms ; although
{he perceived none to come from her,
as fhe faid, which may be imputed
to her Ignorance and Want of proper
Obfervation.

Whether the firft Fit was occa-
fioned, by the violent Irritation from
the Cathartic, or from the Worms be-
ing greatly difturbed by it,and clinging
therefore clofe to the Membranes of
the Inteftines, which by drawing the

1 ;. Nek
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nervous Sy{tem into Confent, brought
on thofe univerfal Convulfions, I
cannot determine.

I remember the Cafe of a young
Lady of about feventeen,who had void-
ed feveral Pieces of the Tape Worm.
Two or three Hours after taking a mo-
derate Dofe of 7777 Sacr. {the was {eiz-
 ed with a violent Pain in her Stomach
and Bowels, after that fell into a Fit,
and went from one into another ’till

the died, which was but a few Hours
after. She was blooded, bliftered

and vomited, but all to no Purpofe.
I wanted to have had her opened,
but could not prevail upon the Pa-
rents. Might not this fudden Change
be owing to Worms being difturbed
by the difagreeable Medicine, and
faftening {o clofe to the Membranes
as to occafion thofe violent Spafms,

which



[ 159 ]

which at laft caufed a total Contrac-
tion, {o as to hinder the animal Func-
tions going on any longer ?

That this is the Cafe in Children
is evident. Their Fits happen {o
often from Worms, that two out of
three are cured by a little Calomel
purged off, and helmintic Medicines,
as I have frequently experienced.

CA:8 B XX

Convulfions after a Fever and
Lamenefs.

O HN Dunflan, twelve Years:

of Age, was after a Fever af-
flided with Convulfions in his Bow-
els, attended with moft exquifite Pain,
which lafted {feveral Days. Upon
this followed a Diarrbea, which
continued eight or nine Days, and
I left
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left him about a fortnight ago. Since
that he is feverifh every Night, his
Stomach is {welled hard and pain-
ful ; his right Side pinched in, the
Leg of that Side is grown {horter than
the other by half an Inch, inclined
to turn inwards and lame.  He eats
hearty, but gathers neither Flefh nor
Strength, and feems to be in a De-
cline. |

Aug. 30, 1745. Ashe look’d pale,
was feeble and emaciated, I ordered
him no Bleeding, but take of our
Ziné?. Cathol. Nights and Mornings
to difcharge the morbific Load from
the Nerves, and a Mixture with fome
Sal. C. C. to open the nervous Ob-
ftrutions, and to reftore their A&i-

vity, to which a little Laud, lig. was
added to ftill his Pains.

Sept.
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Sept. 4. The Pain of his Side bet-
ter, not {o much pinched in, his Leg
alfo better.——Had the fame Medi-
cines again.

Sept. 1 2. Sideis well, theLegaslong
as the other, and almoft as ftrong,
but complains of Pain and Weaknefs
in his Back.

As I imagined this to proceed from
a Shifting of the Diforder, and the
Lad was grown hearty, I ordered him
to be blooded, fome Calomel at Night
to refolve the morbific Humor, and
to purge it off the next Morning, a
Paregoric at Night, and fome Zin%.
[fulig. cum AJf. three Times a Day.

Sept. 17. He returned Thanks,
being .perfectly well.

M CASE
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CASE XXI

Saint Vitus Dance, and Lamenefs of
the left Side.

Lix. Chambers, aged eleven

Years and half, was about four
Months ago feized on a fudden in
the Evening with a working of her
Eyes, left Hand and Leg, which in-
creafed daily, to fuch a Degree, that
in fourteen Days after fhe loft the
Ufe of her left Side intirely.

Dec. 23, 1745. 1 ordered her to
be blooded, a Blifter to her Back, fhe

complaining of a great Diforder in
her Head, and Pil. fet. every other

N 1ght
Dec. 30. Her Head being ftill very

dizzy, had Pil fet. as before, and
Spir. C. C. twice a Day, e

ym :
My :




[#383" ]
Fan. 13. Began to mend a little,
therefore had the fame Medicines

again,

Fanu. 20, Lamenefs much the
fame, Complaints of the Head bet-
- ter, has a great Sicknefs at Stomach,
and hardly any Appetite. Ordered
a perpetual Blifter to the left Arm,
Pil. feet. every other Night, and Gum
Ammon. Mixture with a Bitter to
ftrengthen the Tone of the Stomach
as well as the Nerves, and a fmall
Proportion of Lawud. lig. to ftill its
painful Senfation.

Thefe Sorts of Medicines, with
little Alteration, were continued til
fhe was quite well, which by the by
would have been fooner if the had
given more diligent Attendance, and

the xit of Apri/ {he returned Thanks
for her Cure.

M 2 The
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The Saint Vitus Dance generally
terminates in a Palfy of the Limb
affeted ; and this feems to have be-
gun in the Head, from the Rolling
of the Eyes, and the violent Diforder
fhe felt there at firft.

The Greatnefs of the Diftemper
thews itfelf, by its bringing on a He-
miplegia.

As the Lamenels grew a little
better, the Arm and Leg began to
affume their former convulfive Mo-
~ tion again, the Influx of the animal
Spirits being now readmitted, though
yet irregularly, which before were
excluded. And this alfo going off
gradually, fhe was reftored to her
former State of Health again.

CASE
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C ASE XXII
Fits from Obfiruttion of the Menfes.

Achel Long, eighteen Years of
Age, had Fits a Year ago, oc-
cafioned, as was fuppofed, by the Stop-
page of her Menfes ; fhe having mif-
fed them about two Months. The
Menfes having been ‘procured her
again, fhe was foon cured of her
Fits, and continued well ’till about
two Months ago, when they ftopt
again, fince which Time has had
her Fits again in the fame Manner
as formerly.—She firft perceives a
Sicknefs at Stomach and Giddinefs,
then falls a Screaming, Kicking and
Stamping, beating herfelf, biting her

Tongue and Lips, ftruggling {o hard
M 3 that
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that {feveral People muft hold her to
prevent doing herfelf a Mifchief, be-
tween whiles is fenfible, and thus
continues about half an Hour. -~ After
the Fits fhe is very faint and ftupid;
has had them lately about fix in the
Morning and fix in the Evening.
Has bardly any Appetite, Alvus

regular, between the Fits pretty chear-
ful.

Taly, 17,1745+ Ordered . Zad
ped. Pil, Ecphraét. every other Night,
and a Chalybeate bitter Tinéure
twice a Day. |

Fuly 26. Had Fits ’tll the 22d,
none fince. Is {ick at Stomach, after
that has a Trembling.——Ordered an
Elect. with Conf. abf. Rom. Chalybs
&’ Z. Z. Nights and Mornings, and
Lac Ammon.with {fome TinGura Stom.
amar. and a little Lawud. lig.

Fuly
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- Fuly 3x. Has had no Fits. Head
and Stomach very bad. No Menfes
yet.——Ordered as before.

Aug. 7. No Fits this Fortnight,
Head and Appetite better, but no
Catamenia. Went on with the
fame Medicines.

Aug. 14. NoFits, nor Menfes, is
troubled with Shortnefs of Breath
and Cough, and very uneafy at Sto-
mach. Had the E/&. and Mixture
again, and a peftoral LinFus, was
blooded again, and a perpetual Blifter
to her Arm.

Aug. 21. Has had but one Fit
thefe three Weeks, which was this
Morning, but was neither fo ftrong
nor long as formerly, it lafted but
one Quarter of an Hour. Thinks
fhould be perfeétly well if {he had her

Mefyés.—OIdered Pil. Belloft.every
M a4 other
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other Day, and the Mixture of G.
Ammon. &c. as above.

Sept. 5. Menftrua came down the
24th paft tolerably well; took a
great Walk laft Swnday, fince which
has Eruptions all over, with great
Heat and Itching.——Ordered Pi/.
Bellof?. again, and as they had not
moved her much, to take a little
Tinét. Falap. the Morning after them.
Alfo the former Mixture again._ |

O¢t. 2. No Fits, Eruptions ftill
very troublefome, is faint and low-
{pirited between whiles.——Ordered
Zth. Min. Antim. Crud.& G.Guayj.
Nights and Mornings, with a Diet
Drink, and Zinét. fulig. cum -A"_ﬂ:

Oé. 8. No Fits, Eruptions better,
Wenton as before.  After this I faw
her nomore'till the sth of Vov. when
fhe returned Thanks for her Cure,
being perfeétly well. In
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In this Cafe the morbific Matter
accumulated periodically, as it doth
in Agues, and therefore the Corzex
would have been indicated, if I had
not been pretty clear, that all the
Diforder was owing to the Obftruéi-
on of the Menfes ; which being re-
moved, the Fits ceafed.

The Mercurial Pills brought on the
Menfes at laft. I have often obferv-
ed, that Mercurials given between
whiles, during the Courfe of Chaly-
beates, have a very good Effect, and
add greatly to their Operation. |

The long Walk fhe took heated
her Blood fo, that it threw out at
the Surface a {corbutic Heat, which
very probably depurated the Mafs alfo
of the Matter that occafioned the
Fits, and thus far an Excefs in one

of the Non-naturals, was accidentally
the
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the Occafion of her receiving 2 per-
fe& Cure.

C A S E XAUIL
Fit from Suppre(fion of the Menfes.

Ary Prettyman, aged twenty

three, of a tender Habit, had
her Menfes but indifferently for about
fix Months laft paft, and the three
laft, but barely a Shew of them.
About ten Weeks ago was taken with
a great Working in her Bowels, Swel-
ling at Stomach, after that grew hot
and feverith, then had a Tremor all
over, and fell into a Fit, crying and
laughing alternatively, which lafted
about three Hours. Has had at Times
three or four of them in twenty four
Hours, fometimes ftruggling hard, at

other
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other Times not at all, which always
left behind a Dizzinefs of the Head,
total Languor, and Lofs of Appetite.

May 8. She came into the Infir-
mary, and having then an Appear-
ance of the Menftrua, 1 did not care
to difturb Nature ; for which Reafon
I only ordered her to take three or
four Times a Day {ome of the 7727

Sfulig. cum AJf. in a Glafs of Spring
Water.

May 10. 1 prefcribed Bleeding,
Epifp. in Nuch. P. fet. every other
Night, and to continue her Drops ;
the Men/}rua were now over.

May 15. 'The Blifter difcharged
very well, was ordered to go on as
before.

May 20. HerFits were {fomething
abated, and fhe chufing to purfue
the Cure as an Out-patient, was dif-

charged.

X
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charged. This Day being new Moon,
I ordered her to be blooded, and
finding the Pills had not purged her
of late, but that fhe was coftive, or-
dered her to take fome of the Pills to
Night, and a purging Draught to
morrow Morning, and a Paregoric
at Night.

May 22. The Cathartic had fuc-
ceeded very well, and fhe thought
herfelf much relieved by it.  'Was or-
dered to take of the Pil. far. every
other Night, a larger Dofe than be-
fore, the former not having kept her
Body open, and the Elix. Vitr.twice
a Day.

May 29. Complaining again that
{he was coftive, I ordered her to take
fome of our Eleé?. aper. with the
Pills to promote their Operation.
The Elix. Vitr. as before; fhe

thought
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thought her Fits fhorter, and not fo
ftrong. .

June 7. Her Head being very diz-
zy, ordered another Blifter, and the
Pills, Eletuary and Drops as before,
Had mifled her Fits feveral Days,
but the s5th had one before fhe got
out of Bed, laughing and crying,
but not fo ftrong, nor was fhe fo
faint and low after.——Had had her
Menfes duly as to Quantity and Qua-
lity.

Fune 14. Had no Fits thefe laft
ten Days, whereas fhe generally ufed
to have two or more in a Week. Her
Stomach and Head ftill affe¢ted, tho’
not quite fo bad. The Pills, Elec-
tuary and Drops were continued.

Fune 24. Waswell, made no Com-
plaints but of Weaknefs and Lownefs.
I ordered the Pills and Drops to be

con-
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continued, and directed a purging
Draught to be taken in Cafe of Co-

ftivenefs.
Fune 25. She returned Thanks to

the Board for her Cure.

ThisCafeis properly hyfterick,asthe
Fits without Doubt proceeded from
a Want of the menftrual Difcharge;
which left a Load upon the uterine
Nerves, and by Confent involved the
whole nervous Syftem into thofe ge-
neral Spafms. The Event plainly
juftifies this Reafoning ; for as foon
as the Menfes thew’'d themfelves in
due Quality and Quantity, the Fits,
and all the attendant Symptoms dif-
appeared.

CASE,




£ s ]

CASE XXIV.
Fits after Delivery of a dead Child.

Leanor Smith, aged forty five,

of a robuft Habit, about nine
Years ago had Fits, the fame Sort
with thofe fhe now labours under ;
the was cured of them, and remained
well {everal Years. About two
Years fince, fourteen Days after {he
had been delivered of a dead Child,
her Purgations going on very well,
fhe was feized in the Night with a
great Pain in the Small of her Back,
which foon moved into her Stomach,
afterwards had a Choaking in her
Throat, then a Zertigo; from the
Head the Pain returned back again
into her Stomach and Bowels,
after
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B uolel i
after that loft her Senfes, and lay
like a dead Corple, and fometimes
ftrugeoled. |

During the Fit her Mouth is fo
full of Water that the feems almoft
choak’d with it; when over, fhe
trembles every Limb, reaches to vo-
mit, and remains ftupid for two or
three Hours. Afterwards is brifk,
but is frequently troubled with Faint-
ings and great Noife in her Head.

Thefe {ort of Fits follow her now
very clofe, they generally attack her
about four in the Morning in Bed.

She has her Menfes {till regularly,
but not {fo much in Quantity as for-
merly.

This being the critical Time of the
Menfes going off, when Evacuations
are very proper, I ordered her the
the 14th of Aug. 174 5. to loofe fome

Blood,
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Blood, a preparative Pill two Nights
following, and a Purge the Morning
after. Then Elix. Vitr. Myn/. twice
a Day for a few Days.

Aug. 21. Had the preparative
Pills and Purge again, they having
operated and agreed very well. Alfo
Lac Ammon. cum Tinft. fulig. &
parv. quant. Laud. lig. to be ufed
twice a Day.

Sept. 5. Finds hetlelf better, but
being pretty much weakned by the
brifk Purges, I ordered her Pil. fer.
every other Night, and the E/ix. Vitr.
twice a Day to brace up.

Sept. 18. Fits better, but Fainting
and Colic Pain very bad. Ordered a
paregoric Pill every Night, Pil fet.
and the E/ix. ¥itr. as before.

After this fhe ftay’d away ’till the

15th of O, which I chid her for,
N having
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having lately rather gone back: than
advanced, as in all Probability {he
would not have done, if fhe had pur-
fued her Medicines, which had been
of Service to her.——Has had fome
{light Returns of her Fits, which {he
faid, the latter End of Sepz had |
quite left her; but Fainting and Co-
lic better. As I perceived {fome E-
ruptions upon her, I ordered the Pulv.
alter. cum Guaj. twice a Day, and
the Deco&ion of the Woods for her
common Drink.

From this Time I faw her no more
'till the 1 5th of November, when the

came and returned Thanks to the
Board for her Cure.

This Cafe gives a true Reprefen-
tation of an hyfteric Fit, and has no-
thing extraordinary but that the Fit

returns
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return’d in the Morning at a certain
Hour, which Circumftance has been
taken Notice of already.

It i1s probable this Woman would
have been cured much fooner had the
attended clofely, and purfued her
Medicines without Intermiflion. But
this is a common Fault amongft the
- Poor, who when better ftay away,
to {fee whether their Amendment will
continue {o ; mean while, if the Seeds
of the Diftemper are not {ufliciently
eradicated, they thew them{elves again
with Vigor, and we are obliged to
begin the whole Courfe of Medicines
over again. On the other Hand, if
the Cure ftands good, few take the
Trouble of fhewing themfelves to

their Benefaétors with Gratitude, and
| by that Means we lofe the Satisfac-
tion of {feeing many Cures, which

N 2 might
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might furnith us with ufeful Ob‘fer-
vations. As towards the latter
End of her Cure, there was a ‘con-
fiderable Appearance of Eruptions
upon her Skin, which I have obferv-
ed has happened to others under the
like Circumftances, the Pulv. alter.
cum Guaj. which {heaths, and gently
evacuates the acrimonious Particles
at the fame Time, compleated all
our Intentions.

CiA S¢E Lo XXV
Fits from W orms.

Eorge Hibbert, a lufty and
ftrong Boy, two Years old, was
brought to the Infirmary the 2d of

Wl 4

Aug. 1745, His Mother told me the

Child often complained of Pain in his

Belly,
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Belly, where fhe could feel a great
Working, after which he f{creamed
out and had Fits. He was generally
coftive, but when he had Stools they
were loofe, and feveral running, at-
tended with a griping Pain.
Sufpecting that a crude undigefted
Saburra in the Bowels, or Worms, oc-
cafioned thefe Complaints, I ordered
one half of our Pi/. aur. to be taken
at Night, and to be purged off the
next Morning with fome of the Pu/v.
Rad. jalap.and alittle Conf. Mithrid.
the Night after the Purge; and in
Cafe of Faintnefs to give him a few
- Drops of the Tiné?. fulig. cum AJ.
Aug. 5. The Medicines had ope-
rated very well, and the Child {eemed
to be much relieved, I therefore or-
dered the fame to be repeated. The
Mother had perceived no Worms in
N 3 his
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his Stools, which I had dire@ed her
to obferve.

After this he had the fame kind
of Medicines twice more, and was
perfectly freed from his inward and
outward Fits.

If the Child had voided any Thing
like Worms, I fhould have given an-
tthelmintic Medicines between the
Purges, but as none appeared, and
he grew better, I confined the whole
Cure to this plain Method, which
the Pra&itioner will find fuccefsful,
provided the Remedies are applied
with Judgment. What would the
Pubvo. Bezoard. ad Guttet. Cafy. Af.
feer. Blifters, &, have availed, when,
as is common in Children, the Cure
depended upon Evacuations? Even
in Fevers attended with Convulfions,
when there is any Reafon to {ufpe&

cither
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either Worms or Crudities in the pri-
me vie, this Method will do ; and
the low State of the Child thould be
no Objection, for I have frequently
feen Children emaciated to the laft
Degree, and very faint and low, who
prefently after feemed to be revived
beyond Expreflion, and foon grew
{trong and flefhy.

I could foon produce many In-
ftances of this Kind, were I to look
over our Books, or recolle@® Cafcs
from private Pra&ice. But this Mat-
ter has from Experience latterly ap-
peared {o plain to me, that I neglected
making a Colletion of this Kind, If
it thould admit of any Doubt, Ifhall
eafily be enabled to infert many fuch
Cafes, if the Public fhould want a

{fecond Edition of this T'reatife.

N 4 CASE
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CASE XXVIL
Fits from Worms.

¥ O HN Macloud, five Years old,
a lufty well-grown Boy, of a heal- ‘
thy Complexion, was five Weeks ago
{cized with a Fit, went to Bed very
well, and had never had any Fit be-
fore ; he waked out of his firft Sleep
{creaming, raving and tearing, foam-
ing at his Mouth, lofing his Senfes
for about one Quarter of an Hour,
then came gradually to himfelf, {feem-
ed to be in a great Agony, calling
for his Sifter to help him, &c. pre-
fently after the Fit called out for the
Pot, and made a great deal of Water.
He has had one or two of thefe
Fits a Week ever fince; when they
come
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come on he thinks there are Needles
and Pins pricking in his Belly, and
bids his Mother look at his Belly to
eale him ; they always come at Nights
in Bed.——He otherwife {leeps well,
eats and drinks hearty, is brifk in the
Day Time, and goes to School, plays
about, &c. is generally coftive, makes
Urine well, and makes no Complaints
: (_jf his Head.

Judging that this Child’s Fits pro-
ceeded from Worms or Crudities in
the firft Paflages, I ordered the 12th
of Fuly, 1745. fome Pulv. Rbei cum
fl. Sulph. to be taken every other
Night, and Elix. propriet. twice a
Day the intermediate Days.

Fuly 17. Was better. Had had but
one Fit, which his Mother faid had
not been {o long nor ftrong as for-

merly, and was not accompanied
' with
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with fo much Pain.
the fame Medicines again.

As I faw the Child no more after
that, I cannot fay pofitively he was
cured, though it is reafonable to fup-
pofe, that as he was fo much mended
by the firft Medicines, the fecond
Courfe did compleat the Cure, and
that in Cafe of the Contrary the
Mother would have applied for

I ordered

more.

"This ungrateful Way of Behaviour
is {o common among the Vulgar,
that if we have _‘}’g/é;: Chriff's Pro-
portlon, 7%, one 1m ten to gwe

Thanks, we think ourfelves well
{erved.

CASE
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C ASE XXVII.
Epﬂepfz’c Fits from Worms.

F Rances Vickery, thirty fix Years
of Age, of a robuft Habit, came

to the Infirmary the 21ft of April,
1746. About ten Weeks ago was
waked out of her Sleep with a great
Pain in the left Side of her Neck,
{oon after that felt a Working in her
Head, then loft her Senfes, and fhe
was told her Neck was {o diftorted
to the left Side, that they could not
put it to rights with all their Force,
and thought fhe would be fuffocated,
for {he foamed at Mouth, look’d black
in the Face, and her Body and Limbs
lay extended like one dead. Since
that Time has had feveral of thefe

Fits,
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Fits, when they come on fhe thinks
{he {ees nothing but Fire and Glafs,
and all kind of luminous Objeéts be-
fore her Eyes, and at their going off,
voids Urine involuntarily.

I ordered her to be blooded in the
Fugular, as fhe complained of a
Dizzinefs and Numbnefs in her Head,
a preparative Pill of Calomel, and
Sulph. aur. Antimon. two Nights fol-
lowing, the next Morning a Cathar-
tic, and a Paregoric at Night, and
Spir. C. C. to be taken frequently.

- May 2. She told me that the Day
fhe took her Phyfick, fhe voided one
Piece of a joint Worm a Yard and
an half long, and another three Quar-
ters of a Yard long, and that fhe
found herfelf abundardtly relieved,
had a Fit, but a {flight one, and was
not {o ill after as formerly.——I afked

i | whether
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whether fhe had been troubled with
Coftivenefs, or Loofenefs, thort, or
ftinking Breath, Voracity, Thirft,
Naufea, Vomiting, Pain at Stomach,
inflated Belly, &c. She had perceived
none of thofe Complaints neither be-
fore the Fits nor after, and had her
Menfes regularly.

I muft own, that when I pre-
fcribed for her, I did not imagine

thefe Fits were owing to Worms,
but as fhe had evacuated fo large a
Portion of the Tape Worm, I ordered
her to go on with the fame Medi-
cines.

I remember a Servant, in
a Family where I was imployed, had
fome Years ago many {trange hyfteric
Complaints, with Swelling of the
Legs, and an intolerable Cephalal-
gia, after the had taken Loads of

nervous Medicines, had been blooded,
bliftered,
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bliftered, &¢. I ordered helmintic
Medicines, which expelled large Por-
tions of the Lumbricus fafcialis, one
Piece {he meafured and found it near
nine Yards long, which Courfe being
purfued fome Time, fhe recovered
a pretty good State of Health.
About the fame Time a Woman in
Spittle-fields, complaining of a Short-
nefs of Breath, Thirft, Swelling of
the Abdomen, Thighs and Legs, was
coftive, made but little Urine, had
a quick {fmall Pulfe, and had not feen
her Menfes {everal Months; which as
{he was but thirty five and not preg-
nant, was thought to be the Occafion
of her having the Dropfy.—Deob-
ftruent, aperient, diuretic, hydra-
gogue, &'c. Medicines were given her
without Succefs.——At laft the good
Woman faid fthe obferved her Belly

I not
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not equally {welled, but hard Lumps
in fome Places, for which Fomenta-
tions were ordered twice a Day, to
difpel if Flatufes in the Inteftines, or
to refolve if Tumors in the Integu-
ments or Omentum, which could not
well be diftinguifhed as the Woman
was extremely emaciated, and the
Abdomen diftended as hard as a Drum.
——The Tenfion being a little abated,
I imagined a purgative Medicine, of
which many had been given before
. in vain, might be of Service, either
. to expel the Flatufes, or to evacuate

fome of the refolved Matter. Where-
fore a little Calomel was given over

Night, and purged off next Morning
with an aloetic Medicine, which had
fo good an Effe¢t that fhe voided
Abundance of Dregs refembling the
Joints of the folitary Worm decay’'d ;

. Whlch
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which gave her great Eale, and lef—
{ened the Tumors.

. The Procefls was repeated W1th
equal Succefs {o long ’till all the Tu~
mors were gone. After that the Swel-
ling of the Abdomen went oft gra-
dually, alfo that of the Thighs and
Legs, and all the other Symptoms
difappeared by Degrees, and fhe re-
covered a good State of Health, which
{he has enjoyed almoft without Inter-
ruption thele {even or eight Years.
She voided of that vermicular Stuff,
as near as might be guefled at, three
or four Pounds.

As to Frances Vickary, 1 {faw her
no more after the fecond Prefcrip-
tion; and as fhe had voided Pieces
of the Tape Worm by Means of the
firft Phyfic, and was better of her
Fits, there is {trong Reafon to pre-

{ume,
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fume, the fecond expelled the Re-
mainder of the Worm, and made
her quite eafy.

C'A"S"E*"XXVIIL.
Fits from Vexation and Frz:gér.

AN E Arbuthnot, nineteen Years
old, frefh coloured, and of a pretty
{trong Habit: from Vexation and
Fright had about {ix Months ago her
firft Fit. She firft perceived a Sick-
nefs at Stomach, then Rifing in the
‘Throat, Swimming of the Head, {o
that the could not ftand, Staring of
the Eyes, then fell down fuddenly;
Struggling hard, rolling her Eyes,
foamingat Mouth, biting her Tongue,
Lips, Hands, or any Thing elle {he
O could
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could lay hold of ; igrowing black in
the Face, and remaining fenfelefs for
half an Hour after the Fit, She ge-
nerally has a profule Hemorrbagy
at Nofe when the Fit is over, {o that
they have thought fometimes fhe
would bleed to Death, which Bleed-
ing fhe has been {ubje& to thefe nine
Years.

- She generally had two or three Fits
a Week, her Menftirua have been re-
gular, but {paring and very pale thefe
ten Months laft paft; about that Time
and the Change of the Moon is al-
ways worfe.

At prefent complains alfo of an Un-
eafinefs and Swelling of the Stomach
and Legs, her Appetite is good, Alvus
regular, Urine commonly thick and
red, and has almoft a conftant Dizzi-
nefs of the Head.—Fuly 35-1745. -
- ~ I or~
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I ordered her to lofe eight Ounces
of Blood, a Calomel Pill at Night,
the purging Salts next Morning, af-
| terwards the Pil. fat. every other
Day, and the Elix. Vitr. the in-
termediate Days, and a Blifter upon
her Back.

Fuly 12. Has had her Fits as long
and ftrong as before, but not fo of-
ten, no Bleeding at Nofe fince. Diz-
zinefs and Pain at Stomach very trou-
blefome.——The Blifter on her Back
being almoft dried up, I ordered a
perpetual one on the left Arm, to
continue the Pi/ fat. as before, and
to make frequently ufe of the fol-
lowing Mixture, compofed of Sp.C.
C.Tinét. Stom.amar.and alittle Laud.

lig

Fuly 19. Has not her Fits {o of-

ten, nor fo long, nor ftruggles fo
O 2 hard.
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hard. Giddinefs better, Pain at Sto-
mach eafier, though ftill {welled be-
tween whiles. Has had her Menfes,
which are ftill {paring and pale.—
Ordered to go on with the laft Me-
dicines.

Since that I have feen her no more,
but it is reafonable to fuppofe, that
as fhe was fo much relieved by this
Method, fhe was either cured by the
laft Medicines, or would have been

{o if fhe had purfued them longer.

This Cafe fhews fome Symptoms
of hyfteric Fits, but the falling down
{uddenly, Foaming at Mouth, and
remaining {enfelefs {o long after,
makes it plain that the Difeafe was
chiefly feated in the Brain, and that
therefore thefe Fits partake of the
Nature of an Epileply.

| The



[ 97 ]

The profufe Bleedings at Nofe had
fo impoverifhed her Blood, that her
| Menfes were {paring and pale co-
loured, and the Legs affe¢ted with
cedematous Swellings ; and in all Pro-
bability {he would foon have fell into
a compleat Dropfy.

How far this Hemorrbagy might
be acceflory to the bringing on the
Fits, I will not pretend to determine,
although the Spafms that happen af-
ter great Effufions of Blood might fur-
nith {fome Foundation to eftablith
this Theory upon. But my Intention
is to inform the Reader of Fa&s, and
not to amufe him with fine-fpun fpe-
culative Notions.

O CASE.

(2
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(oA SiE. X XLE
Fits from Grief and Trouble.

NN Knowles, thirty Years of
Age, of a robuft Habit and
healthy Complexion, about {1x Years
ago, through Trouble fell into an

hyfterical Diforder, which fhe has
been fubje& to ever fince, the leaft
Vexation or Surprife bringing it on.
She is feized with a Sicknefs at Sto-
mach, Fainting, Rifing in her Throat,
and Dizzinefs, then falls down, fcream-
g fometimes violently, {ometimes
crying, which eafes her moft; but
is often fo fatigued after the Fit is
over, that fhe is obliged to keep her
Bed a Fortnight or three Weeks. She
is worle Spring and Fall, than in

S Summer
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Summer and Winter, and is gene-
rally ill about the Changes of the
Moon. Has had her Men/es at re-
gular Periods, but too abundant, they
lafting fometimes three Weeks, and
at thofe Times fhe is worfe.  She has
been blooded, but finds herfelf rather
worfe after it. She often feels a great
Gnawing at her Stomach, and is
quite ravenous for Victuals, but feels
a great Uneafineafinefs after Eating ;
is not coftive, and voids a great Quan-
- tity of pale Urine,

Fune 3, 1745. I ordered an Epi-
fpaftic to the Neck, the Pil. fer.
to take every other Night, and the
Elix. Vitr. twice a Day.

Fune 17. Has now been feveral
Days  without Fits, is yet fick and
faint between whiles, but not to fuch

a Degree. Can now do fome Work,
O 4 and
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and go about her Bufinefs, which {he
was not able to do before.

I ordered the former Medicines to
be continued.

Fune 24. No Fits, is better of the
Complaint at her Stomach, and finds
herfelf ftronger every Day, but trou-
bled with great Sighings and Rifing
in her Throat.

I ordered her to go on with the
firft Medicines, and to take fome of
the Ziné?. fulig. cum Aff. between

whiles.

Fuly 1. Had Fits an a fudden the
29th, but not {o ftrong, neither lafted
they {o long as formerly. Her Mezn-

Jes came on Yefterday, and the Moon
changes to morrow, at which Times,

as before obferved, fhe is always

worfe. Asfhe faid, the had received
great Benefit from the former Me-
dicines,
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dicines, and begged to have them
again, I agreed to have them re-
peated.

Fuly 29. Has had no Fits fince
fhe was with me laft ; and finding
herfelf perfeétly well, defires to re-
turn Thanks for her Cure ; however
to confirm it, I ordered her a Quan-
tity of the Pi/. fet. and Elix. Vitr.
and bid her call on me in Cafe fhe

had any Return of Fits.

CreASE . XXX,
Fits from Fright.

Arab Goodman, about eighteen,
of a pale Complexion, when
" five Years old was frighted into a
Convulfion Fit, which lafted two
Hours; after that the had one every
Day during a whole Week, fince that
has not had ’em fo often. She
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She is now taken fometimes in
the Street, the Notice fhe has, is a
violent Pain in her left Side below
the Ribs, or a Swimming in her
Head, upon which fhe falls down
fuddenly like dead, then ftruggles fo
hard that three or four can {carcely
hold her.—The Pain of her Side
has within thefe three Months been
conftantly troublefome.

She has had her Menfes regularly
one Year, when they are upon her is
always worfe, as alfo at the new and
full of the Moon. Her appetite is
generally good, but after the Fits
{ome Time bad with Sicknefs at Sto-
mach, and great Laflitude, which lafts
{everal Days.—Any Fright or Vexa-
tion brmgs them on.

Fune12, 1745. 1 ordered her the
?'5#:5_ Cathol. Nights and Mornings,

and
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and the Ziné?. fulig. cum Afl. twice

or oftnera Day. Epifp. perpet. Brach.
intern. [upra Gubit.

Fune 18. Has had no Fits fince
the 11th, Pain of her Side not quite
fo bad. Ordered to go on with the
former Medicines.

Fune 26. Complained the Medi-
cines were too ftrong for her Stomach,
and that fhe brought them up. Had
Fits the 22d, (firft Quarter of the
Moon the 24th) yet very ftrong, but
obferved they did not come fo often.

I ordered a mercurial preparative
Pill at Night, a Cathartic the next
Morning, and a Paregoric at Night,
alfo the Lac Ammon. cum Tinét. fulig.
to be ufed frequently.

Fuly 9. Had a Fit the firft, which
was but fhort and not fo ftrong (the
Moon at full the 2d) and none fince,

is
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is well in every Refpe&, and being
obliged to go to Service, and her
Miftrefs having denied her coming
for her Medicines to the Infirmary
for the future, fhe returned Thanks
to the Board, and I ordered her a
Quantity of the Pi/. fezt. and Elix.
- Vitr. Myn/. to compleat her Cure.

As the Fits in thefe two laft Cafes
arife from the fame Caufe, fo they are
alfo very fimilar in their Effe®. Both
Patients are fenfible of the Changes
of the Moon, and worfe at the Time
of the Menfes. 'The firft perhaps by
Reafon of the too great Lofs of Blood ;
the other by the Commotion in the
hyfteric Nerves about the Period of
Menftruation.

Their Fits are brought on only fby |
Fright, Vexation, &¢c. however the

‘ Cale
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Cafe of the laft is worfe, inas much
as they are by Length of Time
become habitual ; and as the was not
releafed from them at the Age of
Puberty, were now almoft grown epi-
leptic, and in Procefs of Time, ac-
cording to all Appearance, would
have become truly fo. For fome
Time the had no Notice, but a Zer-
tigo, upon which fhe fell down fud-
denly, though at other Times the
Scene began by a violent Pain in
the Side, which Irritation was f{oon
communicated to the Cerebrum, and
thence the Mifchief was diffufed all
over the nervous Syftem.

The Gnawing at Stomach, 4un
Knowles complam d of, not bemg ac-
companied by other Worm Symp-
toms, Ijudged it to proceed from a
{harp qul_lld 1n the Stomach 1ncou-

raging
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raging it to receive more Aliments
than its Tone could difpenfe with,
and for this Reafon made Ufe of no
helmintic Medicines.

C A B, KRRl
Fits from Fretting.

Leanor Simkins, aged thirty five,
was delivered of a Child about

three Months ago, had her Cleanfings
in due Order, and was well after it.
The Child died at the Age of feven
Weeks, and foon after that the was
taken with fainting Fits, which fhe
attributed to Fretting, on Account
of her bad Circumftances.

They came on with a Sicknefs and
Pain at Stomach, then fhe felt a
Rlﬁng in her Throat fit to choak her,

after
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after that a Dizzinefs, fell down f{ud-
denly, and lay like one dead for
about a Quarter of an Hour, without
Struggling, but with total Lofs of
all her Senfes.

Imagining that this poor Woman’s
Illnefs might arife either from the
proper Evacuations not being made
after the Lofs of her Child to carry off
the Milk ; or that Grief, by relaxing
the folids and emunéory Veflels, had
brought on a Load upon the Nerves,
occafioning thefe Syncopes :

I therefore ordered her the 24th of
Aug. 1745. a Blifter to her Back, the
Pil. feet. every other Night, and the
Elix. Vitr. Mynf. twice a Day.

Aug. 30. She was greatly relieved,
found herfelf in pretty good Spirits
and lightfome. As the Medicines
had agreed very well, I ordered them
to be continued. Septs
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- Sepr. 3. She faid fhe was perfectly
well, and defired to give Thanks to.

the Board.——However for fear of a

Relapfe, I ordered her to take fome
of thefe Medicines with her, and to .

continue ufing them a little longer.

CASE XXXII
Fits from Fretting and Surprife.

Liz.. Savage, thirty four Years

old, about four Months ago,

a Week after Delivery, was taken
with Sicknefs, Fainting, and Dizzi-
nefs; after which enfued ftruggling
Fits, with Lofs of Senfes, in which
{he continued, with but little Interval
between, the whole Night. ~ She had
been fretting on Account of her Po-
verty, and met with a great Surprife,
I which
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which was the immediate Occafion
of the Fits coming on.— From that
Time fhe had them frequently, ge-
nerally in the Night, and obferves
that the is worfe about the Changes
of the Moon. She has her Menfes
regularly, and i1s commonly 1ill about
that Time. Is coftive, her Urine
fometimes like Whey, then clear or
cloudy.

April 8, 1745. As {he was very
low and weak, it being at the Time
of the Menfes, 1 did not advife Bleed-
ing ; but ordered Pi/ fet. every other
Night, and the Elx. Vitr. Myn/.
twice a Day.

In this Method we went on ’till
the 24th, when fhe had mifled her
Fits {everal Days, and had better Spi-
rits; but a new Complaint had ap-
peared, which was, that {he made but

P little
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little Urine, had a Pain in the Small
of her Back, and her 4bdomen began_
to fwell.——I ordered the aperient
| Eleft. to be taken Nights and Morn-
ings, to keep the Body open, and the
Tinct. diuret. IV. twice a Day in
Barley Water.

Thefe Medicines were continued
till the 3d of Fuwme, when the laft
Symptoms were totally removed ;
during that Time fhe had but two
Fits; viz. on the 27th of April, the
Day of the firft Quarter of the Moon,
and the 25th of May, two Days be-

fore the firft Quarter.——1I now re-
peated the Pil. fet. again, and or-
dered Spir. C. C. cum Tins. [fulig.
ana p.xg. to be taken frequently. _
. June 24. Has had no Fits fince
the 25th of Mgy, and as fhe has
m:ﬁ%d them through all the Changes

1 of

[ »
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of the Moon, thinks herfelf well in
that Refpe& ; but they have impaired
her Memory very much, and her
Head is weak and generally dizzy.

I now ventured to have her blood-
ed, by which fhe found prefent Re-
lief, a Blifter in the Neck, and the
Pjl. feet. and Spir. C. C. cum Tinét.
[fulig. cum AJ. as before.

Fuly 3. Her Memory better, and
her Head well, but complains of a
Pain in her back, and a little Dif-
ficulty of Urine.—She had the Z:»&2.
diur. V. to be taken three Times a
Day, in warm Barley Water.

Fuly 23 Was well in every Re-
{pe&, and gave Thanks to the Board
of the Committee for her Gure.

It is very likely, this poor Woman

by Fretting had prevented Nature
Pa from



E ik

from exonerating herfelf by the na-
tural Difcharges, which leaving a
Load upon the Nerves, occafioned
the Complaints fhe laboured under.
She is ill about the T'ime of the Mezn-
Jes, as moft weakly Conftitutions
are, either from the Commotionin the
Fluids, or the Lofs of Blood. Her
Coftivenefs isaccounted for elfewhere,
and the Variety of Urine may be at-
tributed to the Flucuation in a tot-
tering Conftitution, which fometimes
concodts it a little, then not at all,
or even tran{mits fome of the very
Chyle itfelf.

When fhe grew better of her Fits,
the morbific Matter feemed to be de-
pofited upon the urinary Paffages,
which before were unmolefted. This
1s 2 Symptom not uncommon in thefe
Diforders, which if it doth not give

Way
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Way to the other Medicines, fhould
be treated as if there were really
Gravel or Stone in the Cafe, though
there is neither, and by which Means
this Woman’s Cure was compleated.

GiALS By XXXIILL
Fits from a Frighe.

Ary Allen, aged {feventeen,

of a fanguine Complexion,
and healthy Afpe&, wasabout three
Years ago {feized after a Fright, with
Sicknefs at Stomach, Dizzinefs of the
Head, Starting of the Arms, and
then fainted away, and lay like one
dead about one Hour and half. She
has the Startings of her Arms every
Day, after getting out of Bed in

the Morning and towards Evening ;
FE3 her
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her Fits not fo often, but any Fright
or Surprife brings them on. Com-
plains of a bad Digeftion ; has had
her Menfes regularly thefe two Years,
at that Time finds no Alteration in
Regard to the hyfteric Complaint, but
obferves that Bleeding generally re-
lieves her. Her Alvus regular, Urine
generally pale.

Apr. 175 1745. Ordered 7. §. Pil.
Jeet. every other Night, and Elix.
Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day.

Apr. 22. Found fome Eafe after
Bleeding, but the Starting ftill very
bad.~~—Ordered the Pills again, and
a Mixture of G. Ammon. Tinét. fulig.
cum Aff. and a little Lawd. lig. to'be
ufed frequently.

May 6. Hashad feveral Fits, Start-
ing a little better, complains -of a
areat Pain and Weight in her Head.

Ordered
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Ordered to go on with the Pills, a
Mixture with Sz/. C. C. and a {mall
Quantity of Laud. lig. to be taken
three or four Times a Day, and a
Blifter to her Neck.

May 20. Head fomewhat better,
Fits and Startings {till very bad. As
* {he had been coftive feveral Days,
ordered her a Purge, and afterwards
Pil. Epilepr. to be taken three Times
a Day, with the Elix. Vitr.

Fune 7. Finds but little Amend-
ment, her Stomach being pufted up,
has miffed her Men/es.——Ordered
Tinct. Cathol. Nights and Mornings,
Tinét. fﬂfs;g'. cum ﬁﬂ: and a perpetual
Blifter on the left Arm.

Fune 17. Head better fince the
Blifter, has never been fo long free
from her Fits and Startmgs as fince
the laft Prefcription, but is ftill low

P 4 and
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and faint.  Asthe Zin&7. Cathol. had
not kept her Body open, I added fome
Tinét. jalap. to it, and bid her take
“of the Zin&. Sfulig. cum Af. tWICc or
oftner a Day.

June 24. No Fits, but Starting,
and Head very bad, alfo complains
of a bad Digeftion.——As fhe ftill »
was inclined to be coftive, ordered
Pil. fer. every other Night, and fome
Tiné?. jalap. the Morning after, alfo
Elix. Vitr. V. S. pedis, and a Blifter
in the Neck.

Fuly 9. No Fits, Starting very bad
to Day, (full Moon to Morrow. Ob-
ferves is generally worfe about that
Time.)-—As the Startings returned
Mornings and Evenings at a certain
Hour, I thought to try the Corzex,
to which added fome Szee/ Rad. Va-
ler. Gaft. and Z., Z.

July
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J#ly 15. Had a Fit the 12th, a
very bad one, Starting rather worfe,
This was no Incouragement to goon
with the Bark. Being heated and
fhort breath’d, ordered again /. §.
. pedis, a Calomel Pill at Night, and

a Purge next Day.——The E/o&2 ape-

*71ens to keep her Body open, and

Lac Ammon. cum Tinl. Sfulig. three
- Times a Day.

J#ly 17. No Fits, Starting better.
To take three Times a Day of the
Lac Ammon. cum Tinét. fulig.

July 22. No Fit, Starting worfe
again.—A Calomel Pill at Night,
a Cathartic next Morning, a Pare-
goric at Night, and Tinét. Vif.
guerc. three times a Day.

Fuly 27. No Fits, Starting bet-
ter, Stomach eafier.—Had the laft
Medicines again. Took a little Blood

1 fl’Dﬂl
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from the Arm, which was very dark
coloured, with too {mall a Proportion
of Serum.

Aug. 5. Had miffed her Startings
three Days, but were returned again,
with Sinking of her Spirits. Or-
dered a Calomel Pill; the Cathartic,
and Paregoric as before, and Lac
Ammon. cum Tinél. fulig.

Aug. 14. No Fits thefe fourteen
Days, Starting very little ; on Account
of the Want of her Men/es, complains
of Shortnefs of Breath, Pain of the
Head, and under the left Ribs.—
Ordered 7. §. ped. Pil. Ecphratt.
every other Night, and Elix. Vitr.
twice a Day.

Aug. 26. No Fits, Starting not {o
bad, complains of Sicknefs and Sweli-
ling at Stomach ; no Menfes.——Pil.
Ecphr. as before, a Mixture of 7inét.

Helleb,




[ 219 ]
Helleb. nig. Mart. Myn/. & Spir.
Lav. C. to be taken twice a Day in
warm Water or Mint Tea.

Aug. 30. No Fits; Pain of the
Head and Side very bad, alfo very
fick at Stomach.——No Men/es.

Ordered Mixt. Cathol. with fome
Tinét. Martis Nights and Mornings,
alfo the laft Drops again.

Sept. 2. Had Fits the 31ftof Aug.
(Moon full the Day before) and Start-
ing very bad, at the fame Time the
Menfes came down in due Manner ;
finds herfelf in a fine Way fince.——
Had Pil. Stom. c¢. Gumm. to take
Nights and Mornings for the Uneafi-
nefs at Stomach.—This being pretty
well removed, after fome Days, but
the Pain below the Coffz fiill trcu-
blefome, ordered Ath. min. and

Crud. Antim. twice a Day, with
Decol?.
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Deco?.  Lign. which compleated
the Cure, and the 1gth of Oob.
after this tedious Procefs the came to
return Thanks to the Board.

In this Cafe feveral Things deferve
our Notice. And

1. That if the had not had Ad-
vice and Medicines gratis, it is pro-
bable fhe would not have gone on
with me fo long, but left me under
the Notion that I could not cure her.

2. Her Fits were periodical, for
which I tried the Corzex, but with
none, or rather a bad Effed.

3. She had her Menfes well at firf
fetting out, but in the Purfuit of her
Cure loft them, and when fhe was
near being cured they appeared again.
This Shifting of the morbific Matter
I have obferved alfo in others, As

the
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the Obftru&tion could not proceed
from the nervous and opening Me-
dicines, it may perhaps be that
the morbific Matter, which occafio-
- ned the Fits, being difturbed, thifted
about, and fell upon the Uzerus, and
brought on this Diforder. In which
Opinion I am confirmed from what
happened in regard to the mufcular
Pain on the left Side. After the Fits,
Tremor, &’c. had been well handled
and abated with various Medicines,
this Pain appeared ; and at laft, when
all other Complaints were quite re-
moved, it was cured with an anti-
fcorbutic Medicine.

CASE
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Ui B XX XE
Hyfleric Fits from a Fright.

Sther Dyer,aged about thirteen,
three Years ago thought fhe

faw the Apparition of her Father be-
fore their Door, who was then but
lately dead, upon which great Fright
and Surprize fhe felt a Sicknefs at
Stomach, Chillinefs all over, Dizzi-
nefs of the Head; and a little farther,
being then going to St. Magnus's
Free-School; fell fuddenly down in
the Street, fhrieking, ftruggling, laugh-
ing between whiles, biting her Lips,
Tongue, and every Thing fhe could
come at.

Thefe forts of Fits the has had

ever {ince almoft every Day, or every
other
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other Day at farthER, they laﬁing
fometimes two Hours, the fhorteft
half an Hour.

She had been {ix Months in a
Hofpital, where the was frequently
ftrapt down in her Bed on account
of her Fits: Fromwhence,finding her-
{elf better, {he went home and to the
Free-School again, but was {foon turn’d
out, her Fits returning fo bad, that
the other Children were terrified
at 1t.

After that {he came into the Lox-
don Infirmary, the gth of O&. 1744.
I ordered her to be blooded, a Blifter
in her Neck, a Dofe of the P7/. Ruf.
every other Night, and a Bolus of
Mithrid. with fome Caffor the Night
after the Purge, and the Elix. Vitr.
Myn/. twice a Day.

08,
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O&. 12. She had Pil. fet. to take
every other Night, the Bolus as before,
and the Elix. Vitr. twice a Day, be-
ing greatly relieved already.

O¢.18. Her Fits being confide-
rably diminifhed, and the Medicines
agreeing very well with her, I'ordered
them to be continued.

O¢t.23. As{he went on mending,
I did not alter her Medicines. The
Blifter was now dried up.

O¢?. 29. Had no Fits {everal Days,
was grown ftrong and brifk, but as
the complained of a little Dizzinefs,
I ordered her to lofe fome Blood
from the jugular Vein, which re-
moved that Complaint, and to con-
firm her Cure to go on fome Time
with the Pil. fer. and Elix. Vitr.
as before. That Day fhe returned
Thanks to the Board, and was dif-
mifled. Never .
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Never Cure went on more {uc-
ceﬁsfully.f, and beyond my Expe&atigﬁ
was performed in a very thort Time.
The Pil. feet. purged her very kindly,
which rather raifed than deprefled
her Spirits, as commonly happens in
nervous Cafes from great Evacuations,
and the E/ix Vitr. had all the defired
Effe&t poflible, bracing up her Sto-
mach, and the whole nervousSyitem,
{fo that fhe {oon recovered her Ap-
petite, which at firft was very lan-
guid, and grew brifker vifibly every
Day.

This Inftance is a fingular Proof,
that Evacuations, and bracing up at
the fame Time, are the chief Inten-
tions in the Cure of Fits.

The Beginning of Fuly, 1745.
being told fhe fold Fruit with her

Q_ Mother
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Mother near Fifbmonger’s Hall, 1

{ent for her to know whether fhe had
had any Fits fince {he went from the
Infirmary. The 3d of Fuly{he came,
and faid the had had but one fince,
and that was four Months ago, com-~
plains can’t eat much, is weak and

heavy to fleep. Is generally coftive,
her Urine very high coloured.

I ordered 7. §. a Blifter to her
Neck, Pil. fet. every other Night,
and EL Vitr. Mpyn/: twice a Day.

July 24. Had a Fit Yefterday,
but has a better Appetite, and is not

{o heavy to {leep. Went on with
the Pills and Drops.

Fuly 31. Was very faint and fick
the 27th and 28th, but noFit.—
The fame Medicines again.

Augufp
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 Auguft 5. Was made an In-patient
the 2d. Had two Fits Yefterday, oc-
cafioned by a Fright, butnot{o ﬂrong
~as the laft, nor fo long.—The Pills
and Drops again, and a perpetual
Blifter on the Arm.

Anguft 11. No Fits, is brifk, Ap-
petite pretty good. Againft the ap-
proaching Change of the Moon, or-
dered her to lofe a little Blood, then
an Emetic, and a Purge afterwards.

Aug. 4. No Fit, is brik and
well.——Ordered again Pi/. fetr. and
ElLVitr. Myn/.

Aug. 18. Yefterday had feveral
Fits, owing to a Quarrel with an-
other Patient in the Ward. ToDay
is pretty well, but fecls a gnawing
Pain at Stomach in the Morning faft-
ing. Ordered an Ele&uary, with
Conf. abfinth. Rom. and Limatur.

LD Lt Stannz,




[ 228 ]
Stanni, alio the Elix. Vitr. Myn.

Aug. 21, Had four Fits fince the
- 1 8th, but not fo long or ftrong as
formerly. Gnawing at Stomach bet-
ter. Went on as before.

Aug. 28. No Fits, Appetite good
Gnawing but little. Againft the
Change of the Moon, ordered Evacu-
ations as above.—After this fhe went
on again with the Eleé?. cum Limat.
Stanni till the 10th of Sept. during
which Time fhe had but one Fit from
a Surprife, a very {light one, and the
Gnawing at Stomach being quite re-
moved. Ordered the Pi/ feet.
again, and E/. /itr. which fhe con-
tinued ’till the 24th of Sepz. when
finding that fhe had had no Fits,
though the had met with a oreat
Fright during that Time, Dizzinefs
of the Head, and Pain at Stomach

gone,
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gone, fhe was difmiffed as an In-pa-
tient, but I advifed her to continue
the laft Medicines a while longer to
confirm her Cure, which fhe did ’till
the 15th of Of. when fhe came to
acquaint me fhe had had no Fit
fince, and found herfelf perfectly
well.

As this Girl had had a Return of
her Fits formerly, I judged from the
Symptoms fhe complained of when
I fent for her in Fuly 1745, that the
was going to have Fits again. Ac-
cordingly fhe was blooded, and had
Medicines to take by Way of Pre-
vention, notwithftanding which {he
had a Fit, fome Days after.

- The Gnawing at Stomach was re-
moved by the Limatura Stanni, and
Conf. Abfinth. Roman. But as no

Q_ 3 - Worms
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Worms were perceived to come from
her, it is doubtful, whether the bit-
ter Conferve, or the Stanni Limat.did
the Bufinefs.
I have not feen her fince, fo con-
clude fhe continues well.

C A S EEXXXY

Hyfteric Fits after a Fever, with
Contrattion of the left Hand.

I |: Liz. Fox, aged twenty four,
, had a violent Fever about

nine Years ago, at the going off of
which fhe perceived a Tremor all
over, and {fomething rifing from the
Abdomen to her Throat, with Suffo-
cation, and which left a Swelling
there at firft, but fmall, but now is

as big as a Hen’s BEgo.  Afterwards
s the
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{he had ﬂ:rugglmg Fits, which fome-
times went off with violent Laugh-
ing, {o that fhe was often quite hoarfe
with it, and very languid feveral
Days after. At other Times a Fit
of Crying finithed them, after which
fhe found herfelf always beft, and
obferved that when a Fit was coming
on, and the burft out a crying, it did
- prevent it Thus fhe has been
troubled ever fince, her Fits lafting
off and on fometimes three Weeks

running. She commonly has a
Fever in Spring, and then her Fits
are always worfe. She has her
Menfes at regular Periods, but too
abundant, fometimes they laft four-
teen Days, and then {he is commonly
beft. —She is generally coftive, her
Urine pale, and in too great a Quan-
tity. About fix Months ago the

Q 4 {prained
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{prained her left Wrift, fince that the
Hand has been lame, and all the
Fingers {o contraced, that the Nails
are almoft drawn into the Flefh,
which is very painful. She has
had Advice, and taken various Medi-
cines, but to no Effe&. Obferves
that Bleeding abates her Fits, as it
weakens the Conftitution, but when
fhe has recovered her Strength they
return with equal Violence.

June 10, 1745. Three Days ago
was in Fitsalmoft twenty eight Hours,
ftruggling and beating herfelf, with
violent Laughing. 'Was blooded and
is better fince. Ordered Mix:.
Cathol. Nights and Mornings, and
Elix. Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day.
The Surgeon put her Hand extended
upon a Board to remedy the painful
Contraction of the Fingers, rubbed

11
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in Opodeld. Nights and Mornings,

Fune 14. Had two Fits the 1 2th,
very {trong. Thinks her Stomach bet-
ter. Ordered as before.

Fune 19. Had had {everal Fits.
Two at the Infirmary, Laughing
and Struggling, lafted about half an
Hour. Tumor in her Throat bet-
ter. Mixt. Cathol. asbefore, Alfo
Lac Ammon. cum Tinét. fulig. cum
Af]- & Laud. lig. parumper, ter
die, and Linim. Opodeld. tor the
Hand.

Fune 26. Fits as before, but laft
not {o long. Handa little better, but
the Fleth of the Palm waftes, has had
her Menfes very moderately.—Went
on as before.

Fuly 3. Had Fits all Day long the
1t (full Moon the 2d) complains of

a violent #ertigo. Ordered 7. §.
Blifter
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Blifter to her Neck, and the two
Mixtures as before.,

Fuly 11. Fits very bad thefe two
Days, Dizzinefs of the Head trouble-
fome, and gnawing Pain at Stomach.
Hand better. Ordered an E/eft.
with Limat. Stanni, Valer. Caft. &
Z. Z. Nights and Mornings, of Mixt.
Cathol. a Tea-fpoon full at eleven
and (ix in the Afternoon. Alfo Opo-
deld. for the Hand.

Fuly v7. Had Fits Yefterday, but
not {fo very bad, Appetite better,
Head eafier, not fo confufed.
Advifed cold Bathing, the Medicines
as before.

Fuly 24. Fits the nineteenth and
twenty firft, not fo long nor ftrong.
Ordered the Electuary Nights and

Mornings, and Zifc. guerci twice a
Day; alio Opodeldach.

r Fu
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Fuly 31. Had Fits the twenty
fixth and twenty eighth, fick at Sto-
mach, has a cold numb’d Pain in
her left Side and Head, was Yefter-
day chillifh all the Day, though went
warm into the Bath. Ordered
the Bathing to be fufpended.
Thefe Medicines not anfwering our
Expe&tation, and the Stomach being
greatly difordered, I directed Pil.
Stom. ¢. Gumm. three Times a Day,
with Tiné?. Stom. Amar. alfo a Julep
with Sal. 7ol. C. C to be ufed when
faint.

Aug.77. Fits the 1ft (full Moon
the 3d) Pain of the Stomach and
Side, alfo the Hand much at one;
mifled her Men/es. V.S. pedis,
a vermifuge bitter Powder Nights
and Mornings, and an oily Mixture,

with Szl 7l C. G,

Aug.
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Aug. 14. Had Fits the 12th all
Day, was quite fenfelefs, has had
none fince, Pain of the Stomach and
Side not {o bad fince laft Medicines,
Arm not {o lame, but Hand the {ame.
Ordered an Iffue in the lame Arm,
and the laft Medicines again.

- Aug. 19. Had Fits the 16th (that
Day new Moon) Appetite bad, Sto-
mach painful and {well'd.— Ordered
Pil. fet. every other Night, and as
the was inclined to be coftive, {fome’
Tinél. jalap. the Morning after, Elsx.
Vitr. Myn/. twice a Day, and Tiné?.
Julig. cum AJf. occafionally,

Aug. 26. No Fits, Swelling at Sto-
mach quite gone, but is very fick, -
vomits up every Thing, miffed her :
Menfes upwards of ﬁﬂ: Weeks
Ordered an aromatick Stomach Mix-
ture three tlmes a Day, Tinél. fulig.
as before. Aug.

i |
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Aug. 30. No Fits, Starting very
bad, brings up almoft every Thing,
even the Medicines, Pain of her Side
and Pinching in her Bowels bad.——
V. S. pedis. Pil. Stomach. c¢. Gumm.
three times a Day, with a Stomach
Bitter.

Sept. 4. No Fits, Starting and Vo-
miting better, Hand the fame. Ad-
vifed holding it in a warm Bullock’s
Paunch. Has had her Menfes.—
“The laft Medicines again.

Sept. 11. No Fits, Sicknefs and
Vomiting quite gone. Had made ufe
of the Bullock’s Paunch, but found

her Hand and Arm very painful and
_rather worfe. Has fince dipp'd it in
cold Water, found it glow and ea-
ier. Has violent Shootings in the
Head at 'Times. Went on as be-
fore.

Sept.
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Sept.16. No Fits ’till laft Night,
which the exceflive Pain of the Head
fhe has lately been fubjeét to, brought
on. Thinking it to be a Tranflation
of the morbific Matter from the Arm
to the Head, I bid her leave off cold
Bathing her Hand.—Blifters behind
the Ears, Cupping in the Neck, a
Powder with thiops Miner. Crude
- Antim. & G. Guaj. Nights and
Mornings, to abforband evacuate the
peccant Matter which feemed to be
afloat, and a Mixture of Spir. C. C
Lavend. C. and a little Laud lg.
when faint, alfo pulv. Sternutator.

Sept. 23. The thooting and darting
Pain of her Head fo bad, that it puts
her into Fits, is commonly worfe at
Nights. The fame Powder again,
with a Diet Drink of the Wood, a
Vomit to Morrow Afternoon, and
Paregoric at Night. Sept.
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Sept. 30. Was cupped, which had
not been done on Account of her
Blifters, Head better, no Fits.—The
Powder and Diet Drink as before, a
Paregoric Pill every Night, the laft
Paregoric having had a very good
Effe&.

O&. 7. No Fits, Head better, has
now again Stitches in her Stomach
and right Side, and Startings.—The
Powders and Diet Drink as before,
Spir. C. C. twice or thrice a Day,
an Ointment for the ,Hand, and
Bleeding in the lame Arm.

O&. 15. No Fits, Starting better,
Head well, Pain of the Stomach and
Side better, perceives that fince fhe
was blooded in the lame Arm fhe can
extend her Fingers a little, which
latterly had been kept extended upon
a Pafte-board, the Contraction not

being
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being quite fo violent,——Had the
Powders and Diet Drink again.,

Oé. 21. No Fits, Head and Sto-
mach well, Starting mends. Has an
Eruption about her Body like the
Shingles. Ordered 7.8. in the fame
Arm again, Pil. Calom. a Cathartic,

a Paregoric, and Cerat. Turn. for the
Puftles. |
0. 28. No Fits, all the other
Complaints better, Hand continues
mending, the Eruptions better.——
The Calome] Pill, Purge and Parego-
ric, alfo the Ointment for the Hand,
Nov. 4. No Fits, Hand mends,
but an Unecafinefs at Stomach, and
low-{pirited (doubtlefs from the re-
peated Evacuations)——Ordered Pjl.
Stom. c. Gumm. Nights and Mornings,
and a Mixture of Lac Ammon. Tinct.
Julig. cum Aff. Sal. C.G. and Laud.
lig. parv. quant, Nov.
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Nov. 8. No Fits, Hand mends,
laft. Complaints better.  Ordered
Bleeding in the lame Arm once more,

and the laft Medicines.
-~ WVow. 12, Returned Thanks to the
Board for her Cure. The Pills once

more, and E/ix. Vitr. to brace up the
prime vie.

The Wrift being weakned by a
Sprain, the Spafmodic Matter fell
upon that Part, and occafioned that
ftubborn Lamenefs and Contracion.

She had her Menfes regularly at
firt, and rather too abundant, but
in the Procefs of Cure they ftopped;
whether this was owing to the Eva-
cuations made, or the peccant Mat-
ter {hifting to thofe Parts, as it did

to the Stomach, Head, Side, Bowels,
&°c. I will not determine : The laft
R {feems
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feers the moft probable, from their
appearing again before the Comple-
tion of the Cure.

The frequent and violent Rifings
in her Throat had occafioned a very
uncommon Appearance, v/, a kind
of hyfteric Bronchocele.

She took Palerian, Caftor, Vife.

erci, &c. a good while without
any Advantage.

Her Conftitution being much re-
duced, the Cold Bath was rather

hurtful than of Service, and the par-
ticular Immerfion of the Arm, as it

feemed to help that Limb, fo pro-
bably by that Means moft excruciat-
ing Pains were tranfmitted to the
Head by a Tranflation of Matter.
Her Fits were generally worfe about
the Changes of the Moon.

As
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As the darting Pains of her Head
feemed worfe at Night, I took them
to have affumed a Type of the Rheu-
matic Diforder; and therefore or-
dered the pulv. Alter. c. Guaj. and a
Decoction of the Woods, which fe-
parated from the Blood an acrimo-
nious Serum under the Appearance
- of the Shingles, accompanied with
violent Inflammation and Itching,
and which proved of great Service,
and probably brought the Cure to a
Period.

The good Effe@ produced by

Bleeding in the lame Arm, is alfo
worthy our Notice.

B oo G ASTE
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SR T

Palfy and Convulfions fram’ eating
| of T £

Girl of about twelve Years of

"\ Age was taken laft Year,
with Lofs of Appetite, grew paleand
languid, and foon after the left Side
of her Face became paralytic, and her
Speech began to falter, her Armsand
Legs not at all affeéted.

She had no Colic Pains or Coftive-
nefs, which I firft inquired after,
thinking it might be owing to the
Effluvia from Lead (which exert
their pernicious Effeéts chiefly at firft
in that Manner) fhe being a Glafier’s
Daughter: But found that the had
made free with her Mother’s Can-

nifters,
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nifters, and privately eat Tea, for
about fix or feven Weceks laft paft.

As fhe was pale and languid, Tor-
dered no Bleeding, but a Blifter to
her Neck, Pil. fezz. every other Night,
with a volatile Julep,. a gentle Pare-
goric the Night after ‘the Operation
of the Pills, and of the E/lix. Vitr.
Mynf. & Spir. Lav. C. ana p. 2g.
the Days between, and to increafe
the Drops as her Stomach could bear
them.
- This Method revived her Spirits,
removed the Palfy of the Face, and

reftored her Appetite in about ten
Days Time. However as fhe f{till

continued pale and weak, I advifed
her to be fent into the Country, to
take the Pills twice 2 Week, and the
Drops the intermediate Days; by

which Means fhe recovered very faft.
| Ri 3 Some
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Some Time after this, v7z.the 26th
of Fune,1745. the paralyticDiforder
feized the right Side of her Face,
with a Lamenefs and Tremor in that
Arm, in the Nature of the GChorea
Santti Viti, and a feverith Heat,
which generally was worft in the
Afternoon,

Upon this fhe was brought to
Town. I found her flill very pale
and languid, with Lofs of Appetite,
a Sediment in the Urine tending to
red, and a great Pain about the Su%-
tura Coronalis.

As the Blifter of the Neck ftill dif-
charged, which I ordered to be kept
open, I thought it not neceflary to
apply one upon the Head. She was
to take the Pil fer. every other
Night, and the Mixtur. Salin. to
bring the Fever to an Intermiflion.

vz,
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Fuly 2. The feverith Heat had
almoft left her; very little Sediment
in the Urine, which was palith. The
Contradtion of the right Side of the
Face gone, as alfo the Tremor of
that Arm, her Appetite better, and
{he was not fo languid. Iordered
the Saline Mixture to be continued,
to extinguifh quite the febrile Heat,
and to evacuate by Means of the Pills
the Load injurious to the nervous
Syftem, to prevent a Relapfe.

Fuly 22. Her Face remained well,
Appetite good, Alvus regular, Urine
well coloured, Complexion mended
from fallow to lively, not fo drowzy,
{leeps naturally well; and gathers
Strength. -

As this Cafe partakes of the Nature
of the Chorea Sanéti Viti, it belongs
| R 4 properly
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properly enough to this Colle&ion,
though my chief View of inferting.
it, i1s to thew the pernicious Effects
of the intemperate Ufe of Tea.

Schroder, who is very fanguine in
his Commendation of this Vegetable,
praifes its Vertues for all Manner of
Rheums, Catharrhs, Indigeftion,
Weaknefsof theReins, JointsandGout.

And {ums up all with faying, that it
1s an Augmenter of human Strength,
and preferves from all Infecions of
the Air, sto which Purpofe divers
Ambafladors refiding in Chiza, ufed
it in his Time in the Moming.

As a Diluter and Detergent, it may
properly enough be ufed in fome
Cafes he mentions: But we know
from longer Experience, that as it
rarifies and diffipates the finer Juices,
which fhould ferve to a&uate the

Nerves,




[ 249 ]

Nerves, it brings on Tremors, Zer-
tigos, Watchings, and all manner of
hypochondriac, hyfteric, and para-
lytic Diforders, and therefore is by
no Means to be looked upon as a
Preferver of human Strength. And
I am perfuaded, that the frequent
Ufe of this Plant is the chief Caule,
next toprivate Dram drinking, which
I am afraid is too much pra&ifed, of
the various nervous Complaints that
are {o common among the fair Sex.

Before this Child took to eating of
Tea, fhe was healthy, brifk and ac-
tive ; her paralytic Diforder can there-
fore be attributed to no other Caule.
And asthe {maller Branches of Nerves
were already affected, it is reafonable
to fuppofe, that by the continued
Excefs in Tea, the Origin, which on

Account of its ftronger Texture re-
' mained
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mained hitherto unmolefted, would
in Procefs of Time have alfo fuffered,
the Confequence of which muft have
been a total Relaxation, and Deftruc-
tion of the animal Frame. On the
contrary it appears, that when this
Abufe was laid afide, and proper Me-
dicines applied, fhe was {oon reftored
to her former State of Health.

C A SE XXXVII,
Pally and Convulfions.

ARY Dobfon, aged forty,
of a robuft Habit, had loft

about fourteen Days before fhe came
to the Infirmary, all on a fudden her
Speech, and the Ufe of her left Side.

Finding that-the had bore many
- Children, and that her Menfes were

dodging
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dodging her, I ordered the 2d of
Oét. 1745. V. §. a Calomel Pill two
Nights following, a Cathartic the
next Morning, and a Paregoric at
Night.

1 0&. 9. She {eemed to be relieved,
therefore ordered the fame Medicines
again,
~ Oétob. x5. Began to recover her
Speech, her Lamenefs alfo better.
Prefcribed as before.

O&. 18. Lamenefs and Speech
better, but hasno Appetite. Imagi-
ning the Purges were the Occafion
of it, I ordered her the Mixz. Cathol.
cum Tinft. Mart. Myn/. Nights and
Mornings to evacuate gently, and
to warm the Stomach and prime
vie, and the Elix. Vitr. Mynf. to
brace them up.

04,
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- 0&. 2. Her Speech and Lame-
nefs mended, her Appetite no better‘*
Continued as before.

Now. 6. Wasbetter in every Refpect;
but had felt a convulfive T'remor 1n-
wardly. As fhe mentioned the
Medicines feemed rather too ftrong
for her Stomach, I ordered Pi/. fet.
every other Night, and allay’d the
Pungency of the Elix. Vitr. with
fome of our Tinél. Stomach. Amar.

With thefe Medicines fhe went on
till the 4th of Dec. when fhe ftill
continued on the mending Hand,; but
complained of an Uneafinefs at Sto-
mach: and apprehending it might
proceed from the Acid in the Drops,
1 ordered Tinct. Amar. Stomach. &
Semin. Gardamom. ana p. #g.inftead
of the Elix. Vitr. As the had
had feveral of thofe convulfive Tre-

mors,
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mors, prefcribed alfo 7. 8. again, and
Epifp. perp. intern. Brach. finiftr.
- Dec. 23. Was better in every Re-
{fpect. Had the Pills and Drops again.

Dec. 30. Continued mending, but
complained of aLownefsof Spirits and
Dizzinefs of the Head. Ordered
the Pills as before, and Spir. C.C.
twice a Day, allo pulv. Sternuz.
 From that Time I faw her nomore
’till {he came to return Thanks for her
Cure, which was the 4th of Febr.

1745-.

This Cafe, as well as the precedent;
is  originally paralytic. - It is here
likewife to be obferved, that when
the morbific Matter was difturbed,
it fell upon the Inteftines, or plexus
mefentericus,and there produced con-~

vulfive Agitations, And from both
I Cales
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Cafes we may draw this Inference;
that on Account of the Afhnity be-
tween a Palfy and Convulfions, ‘the
Tranfition is not very great from one
to the other.

C ASE XXXVIIL
Pally and Convulfions.

E B , twenty five
Years of Age, of a thin Habit,

but healthy Complexion, perceived
in the Beginning of March, 1744-5.
between five and fix in the Evening,
on a fudden fuch a Coldnefs in her
Hands, that the was going to the
Fire to warm them, when prefently,
to her great Surprife, both her Arms
dropt down, fo that {he could only
move them from her Shoulders, but

I down-
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downwards had loft all Motion,
She had eat a moderate Dinner, had
ufed no hard Exercife that Day, and
was at home when this Accident hap-
pened ; had felt no Dizzinefs of the
Head, Sicknefs at Stomach, nor any
other Diforder whatever.

She was blooded, and took fome
Medicines from an Apothecary, but
without any Amendment. When I
{aw her firft, which was on the 2 5th
of March, her Pulfe was quick, but
not full, her Hands felt warm, though
they feemed quite cold to her, and
when pinch’d was not fenfible of it.
She had a conftant Thir(t, but pretty
good Appetite, flept well, her Alvus
regular, Urine free, generally thick,
and Menfes in good Order, which

continued {o during the whole Time

of her Cure.

I or-



[ 256 ]

I ordered her to lofe eight Ounces
of Blood, an Emetick, to diflodge the
Load occafioning the Obftruétion of
the Nerves, Pil. Ruff. to carry off by
the Anus the Matter thus refolved,
and a volatile Julep, to attenuate
the Juices, and ftimulate the now in-
fenfible Nerves, alfo a Blifter to her
Back for the fame End.

March 29. Shehad comply’d wu:h
my Prefcrlptlon, but found no A-
mendment in her Arms. I ordered
her Arms to be rubb’d twice a Day,
with an Infufion of hot Water and
Muftard Seed, and to go on with the
Pil. Ruff. and volatile Julep.

Apr. 5. Began to have fome Feel-
ing in the Fingers of her left Hand,
about two Days ago, and now had
the fame Senfation in thofe of her
right Hand. Finding the firft pre-

{cribed
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feribed Medicines had a good Effed,
they were ordered to be continued.
 Apr. 1 5. 8he had continued mend-
ing every Day, and by Degrees re-
covered ‘the Feeling and Motion of
both' her Arms and Hands, which
were now perfectly well. ~ But onthe
13th in the Evening had been taken
fuddenly with a ftrong Convulfion
Fit, which lafted near one Hour,
and when fhe recovered from it, her
Speech was gone, fo that fhe could
not utter one fingle Word.

As the had her Menfes at this
Time, did not care to bleed her, but
ordered a Blifter in the Nape of her
Neck, the Zinét. Gathol. cum Tinél.
fulig. Nights and Mornings, and the
volatile Julep as before, and to gargle
her Mouth with an Infufion of Mu-
ftard Seed. |
' S Apr.
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- Apr.19. She could make fome
Ufe of her Tongue, and utter {fome
Words, though but imperfedly.—
- The laft Medicines were continued.

Apr. 29. She went on mending
She had the Tinét. Cathol. cum Tinél.
fulig. again. And as {he complained
of a Colic Pain in her Bowels, I ad-
ded a little Laud. /ig. to the volatile
Julep.

May 6. Had perfectly recovered
her Speech,and to confirm her Cure,
ordered her to take Pil fet. every
other Night, and the Elix. Vitr.
Myn/. twice a Day.

Although this Cafe is not of the
Convulfive Order from the Begin-
ning, yet as Convulfions intervene
during the Procefs of Cure, it de-
ferves being taken Notice of here, on
Account of that Peculiarity. ~ The
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The Attack was truly paralytic,
Motion and Senfation was loft, and
when the peccant Matter came to be
diflodged from its firft Hold, Nature
was going to lend an affiftant Hand,
and madean Effort by the Convulfive
Motions to throw it off, and not be-
ing capable of effecting it, it fell up-
on the Organs of Speech.

Her Urine 1s thick, becaufe the
Miafmata that fhould have been
thrown off by infenfible Per{piration,
in thofe Parts where the nervous Fi-
bres had loft their Tone, are retained
in the Blood ; and to this may alfo
be afcribed the feverith Heat, and
conftant Thirft.

‘The Vifeus querci, and Valeriana
Sylv. two famous Specifics, do not

much appear in thefe Cafes, becaufe
92 I had
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I had tried them formerly {o often,
'till 1 found that no Dependance was
to be made upon: them only, ‘but
that the'chief of the Cure confifted
in Evacuations and Med1c1nes, cor-=
roborating the prime vie. .

If you confider the State the Brain
was found in at the Difle@ions above
qﬁuted, you will eafily allow ' this
Pofition to be ftrue, and agree that
the Vifc. querciy ¥ alerian. Sylvs Ga-
foor. peon. AJ. faet. G. Ammon. Cin-
nab, Antimon. Aur. mufiv. Bezoar.
Cran. bum. Ungul. Alcis. Sterc..pa-
won. & c. of themfelves can be of little
or no Service.. But the morbific
Matter being evacuated, they may
come in to corroborate the Nerves ;
or if they are ufed before, nothing
elfe is either aimed at or to be ex-

pc&ed from them, but to {upport
during
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' duting the Courfe of other Remedies
the languid Spirits. « 14

20 'The chief Inftance T have feen of
the good Effe&s of the Zifc. querci,
was in the Cafe .of ‘one Fobun Whar-
2ony a Lad of about fifteen, who
had the St Fitus Dance in his
right Arm and Leg —1 began with
Bleeding, gave him the Pil. aur.
two Nights following, a Purge the
Morning after, and a Paregoric at
Night ; which was repeated two or
three Times, and feemed to make
him better. After that, for Fear of
weakning him too much, I ordered
the Pil. fat. every other Night, and
Elix. Vitr. Mynf. twice a Day, which
at firft agreed very weil, and his
Arm and Leg were fteadier. =LenBut
whilft I thought him on the mending

Hand, we were furprifed not only
: S 3 with
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with a Return of the Gefticulation
of the right Arm and Leg as ftrong
as ever, but alfo the left Arm was
affe@ted with the fame kind of Mo-
tion. Upon which, imagining his
Nerves could not bear Evacuations
any longer, I ordered him to take of
pulv, Vife. guerc. as much as his Sto-
mach would bear, Nights and Morn-
ings, and a ftomachic Bitter at eleven
and five. This Courfe immediately
took Place, and {foon compleated his

Cure.
~ Aboutthe fame Tlme, Sarah 7 hit-
ton, aged nineteen, who had the
St. Vitus Dance in the right Arm
and Leg, was alfo under my Care.
She had her Menfes duly, and was of
a healthy Complexion. After Eva-
cuations made, as above mentioned,

1 ordered her alfo the pulv. Vi ﬁ:

g#ﬁ'ﬁ .
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guerci : But although fhe took it a
confiderable Time, found no Amend-
ment at all.  After that fhe took
Tint. Cathol. Nights and Mornings,
in fmall Quantities, gently to eva-
cuate the morbific Matter, upon
‘which fhe grew better immediately.

In Cafe 33. the Tt Vife. querc.
at firft {feemed to have a good Effe&,
but afterwards the Startings returned
again, notwithftanding its Ufe was
continued ; and as the Blood was very
thick, and wanted a {ufficient Quan-
tity of Serum, 1 therefore could truft
to the Xifc. querc. no longer, but
ordered Calomel to thin the Blood,
which was attended with good Suc-
cefs.

What has been faid of the /7.
querc. alfo holds good in general,

with Refpe&t to the Palerian and
- S 4 other
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other nervous Medicines, with this
Addition, that this Drug is more of=:
fenfive to the Stomach than the other,
elpecially when taken in {fuch Quan-
tities as Fabius Columna mentions,
viz. half a Spoonful or more at a
Time. _

When the Stomach has loft its
Tone, and almoft loaths all kind of
Food, as is frequently the Cafe of
Perfons ' labouring under Fits, . how
can it be expected it f{hould bein a
Condition to receive and digeft fuch
a Quantity of a dry and naufeous
Root? Or if it is got down, you will
foon deftroy the little Appetite that
is left, and neceflary for the {fupport
of the Patient.

When the Stomach is in this lan-
guid State, the Tinf. Cathol. and
Elix. Vitr. Mynf. {eem to be the beft

adapted
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adapted Remedies. For the firft
gently warms the Stomach, invigo-
-rates its relaxed Nerves, and as an al-
terative Aperient gently evacuates the
peccant Matter ; the latter braces up
the firft Paffages at the fame Time,
and perhaps, asit is of great Efhcacy
in Rheumatic and Scorbutic Calfes,
may likewife by itsacid and chalybeate
Quality, ferve to correct the Fluid
occafioning Spafms, which 1n fome
of thefe Cafes feems to border very
near upon. that Clafs.

When the Stomach doth not want
fo much Warming, or when the Pa-
tient has taken the Tiné?. Hier. fome
Time (left it {hould become habituat-
ed to it, or for Fear the Liver {fhould
be injured by 1its Heat) the Pil. fe-
tid. may be given. And if the Pa-
tient thould naufeate, or not be able

to
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to digeft them in the folid Form,
they may be diffolved, and rendered
more tolerable to the Stomach in a
Draught.

As a Vehicle for thePills or Pow-
ders, I ufually make the Poor take
fome Spir. C. G or Tinét. fulig. cum
Aff. in a Glafs of Water ; for the
Rich it is eafy to contrive proper Ju-
leps, as Vehicles, with hyfteric Ingre-
dients, to add to their Efhicacy.

I could eafily have furnifhed more
Cafes, as will appear from the great
Number that occur at the London In-
firmary every Year. But as thefecon-
tain Examples of almoft every Kind of
Fits, 1 may fay with Dr. Cheyne de
Febr. Much more might be added on
this Head, but thefe are [ufficient,
elfe twice fo much will not fuffice.

CASES
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C A8 ES of the Bite of mad Crea-
tures, treated after the Method of
Dr. Default, with fome additional
Means of my own, Obfervations
upon the fame, and Remedies pro-

- pofed for the Cure of the Hydro-
phobia.

OME Years f{ince a Tranflation
S from the French was publifhed,
intitled——A4 TREATISE on the Ve-
nereal Diftemper, containing a Me-
thod of curing it without Salivation,
Danger, or great Expence. With
two Differtations, the firft, on Mad-
nefs from the Bite of mad Creatures,
the [econd on Confumptions. W ith-a
Method of curing them radically. By
Pieree-Desavrty M. D. and Mers-
ber of the College of Phyficians of Bour-

deaux. As
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As to his Method of treating the
Venereal Diftemper without Saliva-
tion with rubbing in the mercurial
Ointment, and purging it off when
the Mouth begins to be hot, I have
made feveral Trials of it, but cannot
fay that it is as certain or effeGual a
Procefls as a Salivation: Netwith-
ftanding that a late Surgeon of this
Town, who bore the Chara&er of

Learning and-Skill in his Profeffion,

was {o fanguine an Advocate for this
Pracice, that he publifhed {feveral
Pamphlets, to perfuade the Public,
that it is infallible in all the Symp-
toms of the moft confirmed Luwes.
But whether this Affertion was as ho-
neft, as it was well calculated to
bring Grifts to his Mill, T will leave
to thofe to determine, who have gone
through his Courfe. | 8,

How-

A
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- However it:muft be owned, that
in {lighter Degrees of Infe&ion, the
Cordee, Phimofis, ‘Paraphimofis, Ve=
nereal Ulcers, &c. it may be applied
to great Advantage, asal(o in White
Swellings, fome of which T have feen
that Way ‘treated with Succefs; of
which perhaps at another Opportu-
nity. This only by the by, my
lﬁrefént Defign being to give an Ac-
count of what Succefs I have had
with his Method of treating the Bite
of mad Creatures, and what other
Means were made ufe of toaffift in
the Purfuit of his Scheme.

CASE il

/ ! ‘HE firft Opportunlty I had of
trying thl’S Method, was upon a

Gentlcman of about thirty, who ias
it
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bit by a Cat, that had been {ullen
fome Days, and refufed both Meat
and Drink, and died the next Day
after the Bite.

She had bit alfo a Dog, who {hew—
ing the ufual Symptoms of Madnefs,
was deftroyed to prevent Mifchief.

Two Days after the Bite, the
wounded Part; which was the Jomnt
of his right Forefinger, appeared livid,
{well’d and hard, with a Stiffnefs in
the Joint, and a continual dull and
heavy Pain.

I ordered the Part to be {carified,
and the Blood not coming freely, to
be {queezed out. Then to rub into
and about the Place, after the Bleed-
ing was {topt, {ome of the Unguent.
WNeapolitan. and fo twice a Day, and
to cover it with a Mercurial Plaifter.
The fame Afternoon he went into

the
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the Cold Bath, and that Night and
the following he took a Bolus with
Calom. and a Purge the Morning after
the fecond Bolus.  In the Afternoon
he went into the Cold Bath again,
and at Night took a Bolus of Ther.
Androm. & pulv. Antilyf].

The next Morning he took the
pulv. AntilyfJ. and two Nights fol-
lowing his mercurial Bolufes again,
and the Purge as before ; which up-
on the whole was repeated three or
four Times, rubbing in the mercu-
rial Ointment conftantly twice a Day,
and keeping the mercurial Plaifter
over the Wound.

He took but four or five Dofes of
the pulv. Antily[[ and went into the
Cold Bath but a few Times, although
I advifed him to bathe oftner, and to

take more of the Powder; of which
he
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he grew negle@ful, finding that the
Wound healed in a very kindly Man=
ner. However he ufed the mercurial
Ointment twice a Day, wearing con-
ftantly a mercarial Plaifter over the
Part, for about three Weeks; and has
continued well fince, fave common
Illnefs, which:is near- eight Years

ﬂgﬂ» ¢
'C*A'S E 1L

Illiam Davis, five Years of
¥ VY Age, was brought to the
La?zdafz Infirmary by his: Mother on
-the 18th of Fune, 1742. She faid a
mad Dog had -bit him in the hind
“Part of his Neck the Day before. The
Dog’s Tecth had penetrated through
the Skin, and fetch’d Blood. - The
fore Place was of a livid Colour, hard

ad and

o, A
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and fwelled, attended with 4 fumb’d
Pain, alfo a dull and heavy Head-
ach, Thirft, and little Fever.

I ordered crural Incifions to be
made upon the part through the com-
mon Integuments, and let it bleed
‘till it ftopt of itfelf. Then a met-
curial Plaifter was applied upon the
Sore, and the Mother was direGed
to rub in upon the Place of the Uzg.
Neapoliz. at Night and the Morning
following, covering the Place again
with the Empl. Mercur. That fame
Day in the Afternoon, the Mother
was dire¢ted to dip the Child over
Head and Ears into a Tub of cold
Water, and to give himat Night going
to reft a Calomel Pill,and the Morn-
ing following a Purge; and towards
the Evening to dip him again into
the cold Water, and at Night to give

T him
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him a Bolus, with Conf. Mithrid.
and Sal. vol. C. C.——All which the
Mother promifed to fee done punc-
tually, I having reprefented to her
carneftly the dangerous Confequence
‘that might follow, if my Dire&tions
‘were hot fa.ithfull)} complied with.

~ On the 21t the Child was brought
again, I ordered Ung. Neapolit. to
be rubb’d in again as before, to dip
him that Afternoon in cold Water,
to give him the Calomel Pill at

Night, and the Purging Powder the
Morning following, as before.

The 23d he had again of the Unp.
Mercur. tobe ufed Nights and Morn-
ings, He was dipt in cold Water,
‘and took theCalomel Pill over Night,
the Purging Powder the Morning fol-

flowing, and the above Bolus at
}
..i.\-ql lt

o | The
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The 26th I faw the Child again.
The Wound was healed, the Fleth
foftlike the reft, and of a kindly
Afpe&. The Mother faid fhe had
dipt him in cold Water the Day be-
fore: ‘And as his Mouth was not hot,
or any Symptom of a Spitting ap-
peared, Tordered him again the mer-
curial Pill at Night, the Purge next
Morning, and Bolus as before.

About this time he was taken ill
of the Meafles, for which he was
blooded, and took gentle alexiphar-
mic Medicines and Peéorals, and
when recovered was purged twice
more with the Calomel Pill and Pow-
der as before, at proper Intervals.

. Now the Child feeming brifk and
lively, with a freth Colourin his Face,
1 let him-alone for about eight Days,

when I purged him once more, and
g bid
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bid the Mother bring him to me
again a Month afterwards. - By Way
of Precaution he had Phyfic once
more at that Time, and I defired the
Mother to apply to me immediately
if fhe found the Child any Ways dif-
ordered, but he has continued well,
and was alive two Years after the Ac-

cident, when he was my Patient again
for a flight Diforder. '

C A SE IIL

O HN Poflern, aged about forty
five, was bit by a Dog in the
~ hind Part of his rightLeg, juftabove
the Shoe upon the Zendo Achillis, on
the 2 1ft of Aug. 1743.—TheDog, he
faid, came running along, bit and
{napt at other Dogs, and at every

Perfon



[ 277 ]

Perfon in his Way: His Tongue hung
out of his Mouth, he foamed, his
Head and Tail lianging down, and
looked as if very much fatigued.
Poftern not being aware foon enough
to get out of the Way, the Dog bit
him without any Provocation. What
became of him, he could not tell, for
he was fo terrified that he went away
immediately; and a Hue and Cry
being fet up, he {uppoled the Dog
was foon killed.

He came to the London Infirmary
the next Day, when I perceived the
Print of ' feveral of the Dog’s Teeth
very plain, the Skin raifed, and it
had bled a little. The wounded Part
was fwelled, hard, and of a livid
Colour, attended with a numb’d
pricking Pain, with an Afpe¢t of
Malignity, peculiar to thofe Sorts of

> T2 Wounds:
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Wounds: and it- feemed to him as
if fomething cold was frequently
trickling about the Placey, which
made him fometimes look: whether
any Blood was coming. from the
Wound ; this Symptom is taken No-
tice of by other Authors =1 1m-~
mediately ordered the wounded Part
to be fcarified crofs-ways through the
common Integuments, the ftagnated
Blood to be {queezed out, and to let
it bleed as long as it would. After-
wards to rub in fome of the Unrg.
Mercur. as alfo Nights and Mornings
with the Emplaft. Mercurial. over it.
That Afternoon he bathed in the
River, and at Night took a Pill with
 Calomel. and the next Morning a
Purge, and at Night fome Zheriac.
Androm,

ngﬂﬁ
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Auguft 24. ¥ ordered him to g0
again into the Water, and to con-
tinue rubbing in of the Ung. Mer-
curial. Nights and Mornings. He
took the Calomel Pill that Night,
and one the Night following, and
the Morning of the 26th the Purging
Powder, and the Paregoric Bolus go-
ing to Reft; and as he complained
of a Dizzinefs in hisHead and T'rem-
bling, to take of the Tunétur. fulig.
cum Aff- twice or oftner a Day ina

Glafs of fair Water.
| Sepz. 1. He came to me, telling
me that he had ufed the mercurial
Ointment Nights and Mornings,
bathed in cold Water almolt every
Day,and taken the Drops ever fince;
but the Purges having weak’ned him
pretty much, was the Occafion of his
not coming before. The Wound was

330N i e 1ow
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now almoft healed and looked very
kindly ; and as his Throat was fore,
and Glands tumified, and his Strength
would not admit of ftronger Ca-
thartics, I ordered him the Pi/. Ruff.
every other Night, the Ziné?. fulig.
cum Aff. as before, and Ung. Mer-
cur. to rub in a little Nights and
Mornings about the Part,with the
Empl. Mercurial. over it. -

The 8th of Sepr. he came to the
Infirmary ; 1 reproved him for ftay-
ing away fo long, but he to ex-
cufe himfelf faid, that finding he was
pretty well, the Wound quite healed,
and all his Complaints abated, nay
almoft gone, he thought there was
no farther Occafion for his coming,
but to thank me. The Swelling of
the Glands being gone, and his Throat
eafy, Iordered him to continue rub-

bing
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bing in fome more mercurial Oint-
ment, and by Way of Precaution to
take once more of the Calomel Pills
and Purge, alfo to continue the
Tinétura fulig. cum Af. as before,
and to call upon me a few Days af-
ter. The Patient was in good
Health before this Accident, but fince
complained of a heavy Pain of -his
Head and Dizzinefs, which at Times
obftruted his Hearing; had often
Shiverings, fucceeded by hotFits and
Flufhings in his Face, was thirfty,
his Tongue white and furrd, and
his Pulfe frequent, but not full. His
Appetite was {fometimes {harp, and
when he had eat {feemed to be faint
and fick, and fometimes could not °
eat at all.  His Sleep was uneafy and
difturbed, and he was generally co-
ftive, and obferved that when hehad

Stools
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Stools procured him, his Symptoms
were relieved..

Sept. 14. He came again, com-
plaining with Tears in his Eyes, that
being quite well of the former Acci-
dent, he had had the Misfortune of
being bit again by a mad Dog, and
worfe than before.——A little Cur
Dog of a Neighbour’s of his, having
been from Home about two Days,
his Mafter feeing him running about
and fnapping at People, and foaming
at his Mouth, took him by the Neck,
and carried him home ; where per-
ceiving that he look’d fierce and wild
- about his Eyes, and endeavoured to
{nap at and bite him, he let him go.
Upon which he bit Poffern, who was
in the Houfe, in three Places, in his
left Leg, near the Shin Bone. He
had but a thin Pair of Stockingson,

wherefore
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wherefore the Dog’s Teeth had pe-
netrated rather more than the time
before. The Dog bit alfo the
fame Time one Mary Walker in the
Hand, making a confiderable Wound,
which bled plentifully.  She alfo
was a Patient at the Infirmary, and
treated after the fame Method, ex-
cepting that Scarification was not ne-
ceflary, and has continued well fince,

: The Mafter killed the Dog im-
mediately, - and according to the No-
tion of the Vulgar, perfuaded them
to eat the Liver fry’d, which made
them very fick and vomit.

I found thefe Wounds forer than
the former, and his Complaints {uc-
ceeded by all the Symptoms again in
the fame Manner as at firft. Crural
Incifions were made again in all the
three Places, and afterwards fome of

the
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the Unguent. Mercur. rubb’d in with
the Empl. Mercur. over the Wounds.
I ordered him again to immerge in
cold Water at convenient Times, and
to take one Calomel Pill that Night,
another the Night following, and
the Morning after a Cathartic, andat
Night a Paregoric Bolus as above.

The 17th T ordered the laft Pre-
{cription to be repeated, and

The 20th he had the fame again,

The 26th he went on as before,
and had fome Tinét. fulig. cum Af.

to take between whiles. .

0&. 3. The Wounds being healed
and looking very well, but the Pa-
tient complaining of a Cholicky Dif-
order in his Stomach and Bowels, and
Purging, Faintnefs and Want of Ap-
petite, 1 ordered him to go on with
the Ung. Mercur. about the Parts

that
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that had been wounded.—To take of
Elix. Vitr. twice a Day, and Theriac.
Ven. cum pulv. Rbei for three Dofes,
every other Night.

After this I faw my Patient no
more, fo that I apprehended he had
died of the Hydrophobia, 'till the 23d
of April, 1744. when he came to
me to excufe himfelf, and faid he had
been in the North to fee his Friends,
that he was in as good Health as ever
in his Life, excepting that every full
Moon-he was troubled with a Dizzi-
nefs and Uneafinefs all over, which
afterwards went off again; that he
was apprehenfive this might be of
ill Confequence, and he fancied, if
the Infection was not quite extirpated
from his Blood, he might ftill one
Time or other fall a Sacrifice to its
fatal Confequences.

Ior-
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I otdered him to take Pil. Ruff.
every other Night, and fome Elm'.
Vitrioli twice a Day. * -

In May following he came again,
and faid his Head was quite eafy
fince the Purges, which he had ob-
ferved all along ; upon which I or-
dered him the fame once more, and
bid him come to me Fall and Spring
for Relief’till he thould find no more
Remains of his Diforder. -

Oé. 1, 1744, He came with an-
other Patient, and was very well.

Befides thefe, 1 have feen feveral
others at the Infirmary, that had been
bit by mad Dogs, who were treated
the fame Way. But {fome of them
coming but once or twice more for
their Medicines, and others not re-
turning at all, I do not think it con-
{iftent with the Impartiality I profefs,
' : fo
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to relate their Cafes, to draw any In.
ference from them: Although one
{hould naturally fuppofe, they would
have returned or fent to the Place,
where they were fure of having Ad-
vice and Medicines for afking, if
they had found themfelves otherwife
than well.

Our Surgeons have alfo treated
fome with laying Cauftics upon the
Place, the Patients being purged brifk-
ly with mercurial Medicines, with the
defired Succefs. © One in particular I
cannot forbear mentioning, viz. Fran-
«¢is Ofborn, an In-patient, who was bit
by a Dog in Company with four other
‘Men, two of whom, as he was in-

formed, died of the Hydrophobia.

As I faw none of the Creatures

that bit the Patients, Icannot be
' {ure
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fure that they were mad any otherwife
than from Report and Circumftances.
The Perfon bit in CafeI. being a
Limb of the Profeflion of Phyfic,
upon Inquiry thought, he had Proofs
enough to believe the Cat was mad.
——As to the Child, CafeII. the Mo-

ther told me, that the Dog run wildly
about the Street, foamed at Mouth,

and bit him without any Provoca-
tion, he being at the Door at Play
with other Children. The Dog bit
alfo at the fame Time two Men, who
went to Gravefend, to dip into falt
Water. What became of them fhe
could not tell, they being Strangers
to her.——And the Defcription Po-
flern gave of the Dog that bit him
and the Woman, Cale III. reprefents
{o exa&ly the Picture of a mad Dog,
that I thmk few will doubt, but

they



| | [ 289 ]

they received fome Taint from the
mad Dog, and that they probably
would have died of the Hydrophobia,
if proper Means had not been ap-
plied.

The Bite of a mad Dog is followed
by fuch fhocking Symptoms, that
the moft violent Means have not been
thought too harth to prevent them.
Galer advifes to enlarge the
Wound by circular Incifion, to burn
it with a hot Iron, and to keep the
Ulcer open forty Days at leaft. But if
this Method {eem too cruel, fome ad-
vife to draw out the Venom by Cup-
ping Glaffes, applied upon the Part,
having firft made deep Scarifications,
and ufing the Unguent. Aigyptiac.
hot for a Drefling.

If external Remedies are omitted,
or not applied feafonably, the Cure
- U is
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is to be endeéavoured at by internal
Means. Alexipharmics are to be
given, and among the reft the Athes
of Cray-fifh are vaftly recommended
by the Antients; and Galen fays,
that fio one died who took this Re-
médy. The Dofe is one or two Spooni-
ful every Day for forty Days, either
alone, or with Rad. Gentione &
Thus, in Wine.

Immerfion into Sea Water has been
eftecmed a long Time a Cure for the
Bite of mad Creatures; but Expe-
rience fhews that it is not to be de-
pended upon, many having died of
the Hydrophobia, after having gone
through this 0p‘eration.-'——80me of
the Moderns imagining that it was
only the Shock from the fudden Im-
- merfion, that expelled the Poifon,
ar¢ of Opinion, that Bathing in any
- | cold |
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cold Water will do as well ; yet I
am inclined to think, that whilft the
Wound is recent, Salt Water may do
better than frefh, becaufe the Salt may
help to corre&t the Zirus, and mun-
dify the Sore.

Ettmuller recommends alexiphar-
mic Medicines in a double Dofe, and
for a long Time ; to apply upon the
Place a Leak, or Rue bruifed, with
Salt in Form of a Cataplaim; Im-
merfion into cold Water, purging
with Hellebore and Mercur. dule.
Diureticks and Cantharides as a Spe-
cifick.—After {carifying the Wound,
fays he, apply an Onion roafted, or
the following, & Cep. acrem. IV°j.

Cap. allior. Ve, v. Ther. Venet. 5vj.
| fermenz. 3. M. f. Cataplafma.
Some add Herb. Ruth. Sem. Sinap.
ol, Scorpion&Fe. But as the moft
' B expedi-
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expeditious Way, to burn the Place
with a hot Iron, and if the Phyfician
be called late, Application of Cup-
ping Glafles, and an Iffue to be o-
pened near the Part affected.

The celebrated and learned Dr,
Mead has introduced into Praétice
the pulo. Antilyffus, compofed of
Lichen Ciner. terrefir. p.ij. & Piper.

nigr. p.7, which has been adminiftred
many Years with great Applaufe.—
Others recommend as a certain Cure
Cinnab. Antimon. & ambr. grism——
In Hif}. Academ. Scient. Gallic. Bleed-
ing repeated even to Faintingsis re-
commended for the Hydrophobia.——
‘The Medical EfJays of Edinb. Vol. 1.
mention a remarkable Cafeof a young
Gentleman cured by repeated Bleed-
ings, of a Hydrophobia benigna. But
Experlence doth not warrant that this

Practice
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Pra&ice will remove the true Hydyo-
phobia, for which hitherto no Re-
medy has been found out.——They
that would read more upon this Sub-
jeé, are referred to Dr. Leifer’s
Works, who has treated copiouily
and learnedly upon this Subject.

Dr. Default, in his Treatife upon
the Bite of a mad Dog, is of Opinion

that the Contagion is communicated
by a vermicular Poifon, and as it af-
- fe@s chiefly the Glands of the Fauces,
Reafon di&ated to him, that Mercu-

ry, whichisa {ure Deftroyer of Ver-
miculi, and which takes its chiefeft

Tendency towards thofe Glands,
might prove a proper Antidote. Or
if it {hould be communicated in any
other Wife, like other contagious Dif-
tempers,v7z.the Itch, Scald-head, Tet-
ters, the Venereal Difeafe, cutaneous

Worms,

i
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Worms, &%, for which Mercury is
a fovereign Antidote; - he thinks,
““ we may conclude from a Parity of
‘ Reafoning, that it may be ufed
¢« for the Rabies, and that it caumt
¢ be called Singularity or Rafhnefs
“ to advife the Ufe of Mercury to
‘¢ preventor cure it-”-—-AﬁCOI dingly
he mentions feveral Cafes of Perfons
bit by mad Creatures, which he treat-
ed with mercurial Un&ion with Suc-
cefs, and one where the Symptoms of
the Hydrophobia began to fhew them-
{elves already.

In Purfuance to this Way of Rea-

foning, Ithought that fcarifying the
Part, to let out the ftagnated and in-
fe@ted Blood, and rubbing afterwards
{fome of the mercurial Ointment into
the Place, might be more effectual ;
giving at the fame time a mcrcunal
Medicine
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Medicine’ mtemally, and purging it
off, to colliquate and evacuate the
infected ' Juices, not negleGing the

Pﬁwﬁr@f#ﬁﬂ and  Alexipharmics at
proper times.

This Method I am inclinable to
believe will do to extinguith the In-
fetion before any Symptoms of the
Hydrophobia appear; but what will
be ‘of Service in thofe Circumitances,
I cannot yet determine.  De/ault pro-
pofes putting the Patient into a Sali-
~ vation, which as it cannot be brought
on foon enough by Un&ion, I would
recommend in the firft Place copious
- Bleeding, and then a ftrong mercu-
rial Emetic, if it could be got down,
if not, Fumigations withCinnab. An-
zimon. rubbing in fome of the Ung.
Merc. at the fame Time upon and

about the Part that had been wounded,
and
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and into the amllar_‘y and mgumzﬂ
Glands.

I cannot forbear mentioning here,
to corroborate in fome Meafure the
foregoing, that an eminent and in-
genious Practitioner of this Town
told me, he had fome Years ago cured
a Perfon of a Perindica] Madnefs, at-
tended with fome Symptoms of the
Hydrophobia, by a Salivation. .

I fubmit the Fa&s, which I have
related, and may be depended upon-
to be literally true, to the Confide-
ration of the Public, and hope that
others will try the Method I have
purfued and propofed, and improve
upon it, for the Good of Mankind, as
I intend to do, when Occafion offers.

e S1 quid MOVIfY reltius iffis, _
Candidus imperti : Si non, bis utere mecum.

Hor.
Com-
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-Compoﬁtions of Medicines mentioned
~in thefe Cafes from the Pharma-
copza, contrived for the Ufe of
' the London Infirmary.

Lett. Helmint. % Limat. Stann.
Conf. abfinth. ana p. zg. Syr.
ﬂlé g- s. M.

Eleft. Aper. R Fleft. Lenic. 15,
Rad. jalap. putver. 37 8, Crem. Tart,
37 Syr. rof. fol. q.s. M.

- Mixt. Cathol. & Tinét, Sacr. I 77y.
.S';rr de Mecon. tj. Sal. Vol. C. C.
3j- M.

Pil. Aurat. % Calom. p.ij. Sulph.

aur. antim. p.j. Mucilag. G. traga-

canth. q.s. M. f. pil. gran. vj.
 Pil. Belloff. ® Hydrarg.depur. 1],
in Terebinth. fubatl. G. Guaj. 8. re-
Jin. jalap. Scammon. ana 3jv. Syr.e
Sfpin. Cerv. g. s. M.

Pil. Epilept. R Pulky. Valerian.
Sybo. . Af. fat. 3 x. svi. Sal. _;.farv

X 51/
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iij. 3vj. Extr.Gent. % i/. Ball. Perm;r
a.f M, f Mﬂﬂ‘ |
g Pil, Corrobor. R G' Oliban. ‘3' j Ri-
big. ferr. pulv. Cinnam. ana 3ij. Caﬂf
rof. r. Conf. franc. s, m.ana p. eg. &
Jif.ut f. Maf]
Puly. Alter. cum Guaj. R Etﬁ

miner.. 17, Antim. Crud. ﬁtéi‘d i
pzslfuer 8, G. Guaj. 3j0. M .

Pulv. Rhei Sﬂfp;.’r Kk Pafv Rﬁez p
if. fl. Sulph. p.j. M

Puly. Vermifug. R Sem. Santon.

z vj. Corallin. Limat, Stann. Sﬂéfr! _/}
ana 0. M.

Tinét. Amar. % Cort. Aurant. 3 jfv.
Rad. Gentian. 3ij. Sem. Card. min. 3.
Coccinel. 31.Sp. Vin. Brit. tif. f. Tintt.
add. Uncie cuigue Laud. lig. 58. M.

Tinét. Diur. V. R Sal. Tart. Cale:
Viv.analty. Spir.Vin. Britt. %jv. San-
tal. Rub. q. s. ad Golor. Digere.
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