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INTRODUCTION

HE following Eflays on the Night-

fhade, on Venereal Complaints, and on
the Eye, which were originally publithed fe-
parately, being now printed in one volume,
I have taken the opportunity to prefix fome
remarks not unapplicable to the fame f{ub-
jects.

In regard to the firft of thefe, the account
of the Solanum or Night(hade,—the parti-
culars concerning the ufe of this medicine,
that have appeared either favourable or un-
favourable; the manner of admuniftering it
fafely, and the imprudence of giving this
or any other medicine of efficacy indifcri-

a minately



i INTROD:UCTIO N

criminately and without due caution ; the
circumftances which may reafonably induce
a trial of the Nightfhade, and the impro-
priety of continuing the ufe of it where it 1s
found to difagree, being in general taken
notice of in the following pages, it is unne-
ceflary to dwell upon them here. I muft,
however, obferve, that the opinion, which
I publithed laft of the Nightfhade, has been
further confirmed—that it may be always
tried with perfe&t fafety, agreeable to the
dire&ions there recommended; and that in
certain cafes, efpecially in fome obftinate and
very painful fores attended with a thin acri-
monious difcharge, it is capable fometimes
of giving relief in the moft extraordinary
manner, after every other method in general
practice has proved ineffeCtual. What ufes
the phyfician may make of an herb, which
often produces the moft remarkable effeéts
upon the common difcharges of the body, by
an infufion of fo {mall a quantity as a quar-
ter of a grain weight of its leaf, and which,
perhaps, has fome other, though yet unde-
dermined, power belonging to it, may here-

after
3



INTRODUCTION. it
after probably be thought worthy of atten=
tion [2¢]. Omitting to purfue this {ubject

[a] Thofe who are unacquainted with the ufe of the
Nightthade, and are difpofed to try its efficacy, at leaft
in cafes of furgery, may, it is prefumed, adminifter it at
firft with more propriety by taking fome notice of the
common direftions mentioned in page 72, as well as by
obferving the general reafon for the trial of this medi-
f:_ine given at the latter part of the account of the Night-
fhade. To thefe directions may be added, thatin ulcers
where the Nightthade is given to procure a good di-
geftion, the ufe of it fhould be either very much abated
or intirely laid afide when the fore is brought into a
healing ftate; in the fame manner as other medicines,
particularly of the evacuating kind, are regulated under
the fame circumftances, It may be further obferved,
that in cafes where the Nightthade proves ferviceable the
good effects are commonly feen very foon. Perhaps the
following cafe may ferve in part to illuftrate what is here
faid.

Mary Wilkinfon, thirty-fix years of age, and lately
a patient in St. George’s Hofpital, had been troubled
during the laft two years with a very painful ulcer on the
infide of one of her legs about three inches above the
ankle. In the courfe of thefe two years fhe had been
admitted twice into the hofpital, and in the whole had
been a patient there more than a year and half. The pain
which the woman fuffered, and the obftinacy of the dif-
order, occafioned every means in common ufe to be
tried, both externally and internally. Nothing produced
any -confiderable amendment from the beginning, {o that
at laft fhe was left to the refource of opiates to procure
temporary eafe. - The ulcer was about the fize of a half

a 2 more



v INTRODUCTION.
more particularly at prefent, I fhall offer

fome refleGions on the ufe of the Hemlock ;
the cafes where this medicine has been tried,

crown, the furface of it had a foul, blackith, putrid
appearance, anddifcharged only a watery humour. The
parts near the ulcer were inflaimed and hardened, but
without much callofity of the edges, a fymptom which,
if confiderable, is feldom removed by the Nightthade.
In this fituation fhe had been confined to her bed eighteen
weeks. As I had a defign at this time to make fome
further public trials of the Nightthade, the prefent fub-
ject happened to be the firft to whom it was given. She
took, going to bed, a quarter of a grain of the Garden
Nightthade infufed in water, which occafioned fome de-
oree of ficknefs in the night, purged her twice in the
morning, and {weated her profufely feveral hours in the
day. She repeated the fame quantity of the medicine feven
times at the diftance of two or three days between the
dofes. Each of thefe dofes purged her once, and produced
a very plentiful {weat for fome hours. After the fecond
dofe there was an appearance of digeftion coming on,
which was very foon followed by a large difcharge of
thick matter, and a feparation of the putrid foulnefs that
had covered the fore. Before the eighth dofe was taken,
the ufual dreflings being ftill applied, the fore began to
heal, and the remaining part of it appearing clean, flo-
rid, and in a very good ftate, the medicine was left off,
upon a fuppofition that a continuance of it was unne-
ceflary, and that the evacuation which it produced might
by a further repetition be rather improper than ferviceable.
The cure was, therefore, compleated by common means,
and the woman, who remained well, went ten weeks
afterwards into the country,

' like
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like thofe in which the Nightfhade was given,
being of a mixed fort, fo as to engage the
attention of the furgeon as well as the phy-

fician, and the effeéts of the medicine being
open of courfe to both.

We have now three accounts from Dr,
Storck concerning the Hemlock. In the con-
clufion to the firft effay that he publifhed, he
draws fome general inferences; and in thefe he
aflerts, among other things, that the Hemlock
cures indurations and f{cirrhufes, either by dif-
cuffing them or bringing them to a kindly
{uppuration, even after the moift powerful
difcutients of other kinds have been tried 1n
vain ; that it cures cancers; heals ulcers
and fiftulas, which were incurable by every
other means; and that it reftores fight to
thofe who have catara&s, if the difeafe has

The Nightthade affected the fipht of this patient, as
fometimes happens in others, during part of the time of
its immediate operation, but as ufual this fymptom went
intirely off as the medicine ceafed to operate.

It is obfervable that though the Nightfhade in this cafe
worked chiefly by fweat, as is common for it to do,
yet the fame evacuation had been very often produced by

the ufe of Dover’s Sweating Powder without any apparent
good eftect,

v
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m
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i INTRODUCTION.

not been of long continuance. In the {econd
effay the doctor obferves that he had fucceeded
in the cure of almoft numberlefs patients
afflited with fcrophulous complaints; and
that he feldom failed in difperfing obftruc-
tions, indurations and tumors in different
parts of the belly, and had often cured
dropfies arifing from indurations in thefe
-parts. It is likewife an obfervation of the
doctor that the Hemlock promotes the gene-
rative powers; as a proof of which, aﬁmng
other arguments, he gives the following very
remarkable account. ¢¢ Vir fexaginta fex an-
norum, paralyticus, cicutam jam in {fextum
menfem aflumpfit, et quidem tanta copia, ut
jam per novem feptimanas quotidie drachmam
unam cum dimidia deglutiat, Inter alios
bonos effetus, quos inde habet, mihi {ponte
narravit, naturam jam per duodecim annos
integre dormivifle, evanuiffe; nunc autem
ex ufu cicutez eam evigilare, erigi, et eodem
modo agere atque dum fuit vir triginta an-
norum.”

In another place he fays, ¢ Habui binas
feeminas, que diriffimis {fymptomatibus af-
ficichantur femper circa tempus menftruum,

ct



INTRODUCTION. vii

et utebantur jam per plures annos marito,
‘nunquam tamen potuerunt cnnciperf:. Sumpta
cicuta non tantum ab his malis integreé libera-
bantur, fed et fiecbant longe alacriores, et
amba impregnate funt.”

To which he fubjoins this queftion.

¢ Quid jam amabilis feemineus {fexus ultra
a cicuta petit ?”

By the ufe of the Hemlock the doctor has
alfo been generally fuccefsful in curing the
confirmed gout, inveterate rheumatifms, the
{pina ventofa, the pox, deafnefs, the deepeft
melancholy, the itch, the {cald-head, and the
moft troublefome tetters.

In his third effay, which he calls a
fupplement, he ftill meets with the fame
fuccefs, and difcovers that the Hemlock is
likewife capable of curing the rickets, the
gutta ferena, deafnefs, impediments of {peech,
confumptive and hecic fevers, the fluor
albus, and obftinate gonorrhzas.

Thus far, though even this is not the
whole, of the efficacy of the Hemlock, ac-
cording to the dotor’s account ; an account
which, in this collected view, muft appear
very extraordinary to have come from

a4 a perfon
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a perfon in the diftinguithed fituation of
Do&or Storck, phyfician to the Emprefs
Queen.

But without enlarging upon the improba-
bility, or rather feeming impofibility, of
what is afferted in the preceding account,
“the final determination muft and ought to
depend upon facs ; and if thefe had anfwered
in any moderate degree, the Hemlock muft
have been regarded as a very valuable acqui«
fition to phyfic. |

The affair at prefent does not clearly ap-
pear in that light, asit is not eafy to explain
the diffterence between the door’s account
and the experience of others ; for, after enu-
merating all thefe virtues which are attributed
by Dr. Storck to the Hemlock ; after con-
fidering this colletion of extraordinary ef-
fets faid to be produced by one medicine
only, which, according to this account, is
alone f{uflicient to cure almoft every difficult
or otherwife incurable diftemper, how is it
poflible to explain fatisfactorily the refult of
the experiments that have been made with
the Hemlock in this kingdom; where the
ufe of this medicine does not plainly appear

o
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to have produced any remarkable advantage
in any one difeafe? Yet there never probably
was a medicine oftered to the public which

was more candidly as well as generally at-
tended to, by the moft eminent of the pro-

feflion in private practice, and in all the
hofpitals in the kingdom. Every means to
procure fuccefs has been regarded, and every
objection which was thought capable of pre-
venting a difcovery of the good efteCts of
the Hemlock, has been carefully obviated.
The plant has been fent for from Dr, Storck
to fee whether it correfponded with that
which is called the Hemlock in England,
and even the prepared medicine has been

procured and taken, - without differing
in effe&¢ from that which was in com-

mon ufe here. On the other hand,
it may indeed be faid that the ill effets
or inconveniences attending the ufe of
this medicine are in general very inconfi-
derable, the ufual operations of it, where
it produces any at all, appearing f{ome-
times by a flight increafe of urine or per-
{piration, efpecially in the beginning of the

courle,
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courfe, and fometimes, though rarely, occa-
fioning an evacuation by the bowels. When
the Hemlock is given in large quantities, it
fometimes affects the fight, and occafions gid-
dinefs, but thefe {fymptoms are temporary,
and do not leave any lafting ill confequence.
In general the Hemlock, as it has been given

in this country, produces very little effect of

any kind, at leaft for a continuance [4]. In
vain, therefore, is it any longer to hope,

amongft the variety of extraordinary virtues
which this medicine was faid to be endued

[2] Since the accounts given by Dr. Storck of the
Hemlock, he has publithed obfervations upon fome other
plants that were reckoned of a poifonous nature. Very
little attention has, however, been paid to thefe obferva-
tions, in this country at leaft; a neglec which has been
owing in a great meafure probably to the difappointment
attending the trials of the Hemlock, and in part, perhaps,
to the manner in which the do&or introduces thefe new
experiments.  After obferving it was a general opinion,
that the thorn-applc, one of the plants which he men-
tions, would diforder the mind, and occafien madnefs,
he proceeds to the trial of this plant for the eure of
madnefs, founding his practice upon this fuppofition : If,
the thorn-apple diforders the underftanding, and occa-
fions madnefs in perfons who were well before they took
it, may it not, by producing fome different motion in
the brain of thofe who are already mad, change the
ideas, and reftore them to their fenfes?

with,
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with, that it poflefles any power to deftroy
the peculiar humour occafioning cancerous
complaints ; nor can the inefficacy of it in that
refpect particularly be too fully known, in
order that neither the ufual methods of pal-
liating or relieving thefe complaints may be
omitted, nor the future purfuits of a more ef-
fectual remedy for this affliting diftemper be
fufpended, by an attention to what has proved
fo unavailing as the Hemlock, Till this hap-
py difcovery can be made, which, from the
hiftory of fome other extraordinary medi-
cines, it is not unreafonable to hope for and
exped, there never will be wanting, agreeable
to the practice of former times, perfons who
will pretend to have fuch a fecret in their
pofleflion. The remarkable advantages which
fuch pretences, when conducted with art,
produce to thofe who have hardinefs enough
to offer them ta the public, will always fup-
ply the world with pretenders of this fort;
whilft the groundlefs apprehenfions of fome
perfons, and the real fufferings of others, will
for ever furnith obje&s for the purpofes of
deception, |

In
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In regard to the particular methods which
may be propofed for the cure of cancers, it is
difficult to give an opinion, when the cure is
to be effected by the ufe of internal means. So
little is known of the manner in which me-
dicines act on the blood, that it is impofiible
to afcertain, till after proper trials, whether
any medicine propofed to be given inwardly
for this purpofe, and whofe properties are
not commonly known, may or may not have
the power which 1s afcribed to it. But
where the work is to be performed by any
external operation, there is not only an op-~
portunity of judging of what is the object of
 fight, but a reafonable determination may be
formed of the eflicacy of the method before
it. is undertaken. ‘Thus, if a tumor, or a
fore on the breaft, lips, face, &c. is found
incurable by common means, and is attended
with fuch circumftances as make the extir-
pation of it advifable, there is no doubt but
the method of removing or extirpating it,
by the common operation, will anf{wer the
purpofe, provided the nature of the diforder
1s of that kind as to admit of being cured
by any external operation. The fame may

4 be
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be done in fome cafes of this fort, by means
of certain medicines which deftroy the parts
they are applied to. But if any one was to
pretend that thefe medicines would not only
deftroy the tumour or fore which they are
applied to, but would even eat or draw out
the roots of thofe tumours or fores, it would
at once appear impracticable to a perfon truly
informed of the nature of thefe diforders,
and for the beft reafon which could poffibly
be given---becaufe he would know that there
are not any fuch roots exifting but in imagi-
nation. Even admitting the exiftence of {uch
roots, it would be impofiible to believe that,
after this medicine had penetrated through
the body of the tumour, it fhould firike, by
a fort of intelligent power, into certain di-
rections exactly correfponding with the courfe
of thefe fuppofed roots, and eat or draw
them out without injuring or affeing
the found fleth into which they muft be
fuppofed to be ingrafted, and with which
they muft be intimately conneéted. It
may be faid, -indeed, that fuch roots are
fometimes vifible ‘after the tumour has been

a7 r::-:tiryuted
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extirpated by thefe cauftic applications. It
is certainly true, that the appearances which
are called roots are fometimes vifible after a
{cirrhous or cancerous tumour has been ex-
tirpated by this method, and fo they are
after other” glandular, tumours have been
extirpated by cauftic applications. There
are frequently portions of loofe fibres,
which will appear about the body of the
tumour, efpecially if it is putinto a liquid,
and fufpended there: nor is it always pof-
fible to confine the operation of a cauftic
medicine {o exactly, but that after having
penetrated through the body of the tumour,
it may accidentally run into and deftroy
{mall portions of the found fleth; which,
when feparated afterwards, by digeftion, from
the other found parts, together with the tu-
mour, may form thofe appearances that fancy
has fometimes given chimerical names to, and
which ignorance or artifice hasadopted as re-
alities. This doétrine of extirpating, or, whatis
called, curing cancers with applications, which
arefaid notonly tofeparatethe body of thetum-
our,buttoeatordrawoutitsroots, wasoneof the

chief
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chief pretences of Mr. Plunket, who was the
firft that brought this method of practice to
be taken much notice of in England : but,
though he fometimes feemed to make an
artful ufe of this circumftance; it 1s pro-
bable he might not be abfolutely con-
vinced that there were not in reality any
fuch roots exifting. The difeafe, it is
well known, received its name originally,
and with equal imnpropriety as many other
odd names were given to other difeafes,
from a fuppofed refemblance which thefe
tumours were fometimes thought to have
to the cancer or crabfith ; the veins,
which, in fome ftates of the difeafe, appear
diftended and fpreading about the tumour,
being imagined to have a fimilitude to the
claws of this fith. ' Some carried the com-
parifon ftill further; and when the difeafe
became {o bad as to be ftrongly adherent to
the adjacent parts, a ftate of the difeafe in
which neither Plunket’s medicine, nor any
other means of extirpation can be properly
ufed, they reprefented to their imaginations
this ftate of the diforder, as being like the

cancer
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cancer or crabfith holding firmly with its
claws the prey that it had grafped. It is not
improbable, therefore,that Mr.Plunket might
literally believe thefe whimfical ftories, and
of courfe might imagine the loofe pieces or
ftrings of fibres which fometimes hung about
the tumours that had been extirpated by his
medicine, and which he ufed to keep in
fpirits, and fhew as the roots of the cancer,
were really what he called them. He under-
ftood it feems little or nothing of furgery in
general, and of courfe had not fufficient op-
portunity of being better informed. He
pradifed no doubt from the traditionary di-
rretions of his name-fake, formerly an em-
piric in Ireland profefling to cure cancers,
and who left the receipt of his medicine with
directions for its ufe to St. Stephen’s hofpita]
in Dublin; from whence it has fince been
copied and publithed in England, and by the
effects as well as the hiftory of the medicine
it appears to be the fame compofition which
Mr. Plunket pra&ifed with here. But from
whatever fource he might derive his opinion
about the roots of cancers, whether it was

the
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the pure refult of ignorance, or mixed -W_ith
adefign of impofition, it an{wered, together
with other aflertions of the fame fort, a
lacrative purpofe to him for fome time. Ma-
- ny inftances, however, occurring afterwards
wherein the application of his medicine had
proved ineffe@ual, and fometimes very hurt-
ful, the credit of this method of practice
leflened confiderably. But as the natural ap-
prehenfion of an operation by the knife will
always prevail more or lefs, efpecially if art-
fully managed, the method of ufing cauftic
applications was {till continued, particularly
by Mr. Guy, who profeffed to have pur-
chafed the fuppofed fecret of Mr. Plunket. In
the account which Mr. Guy afterwards gave
of this medicine, he obferves, that it had
been known by the name of Plunket’s Poul-
ticé, and had been ufed with advantage by
Mr. Plunket and his anceftors in Great Britain
and Ireland for more than a century paft; 'a
length of time, ‘which it is reafonable to ima-
. gine, would for ever have eftablifhed the cha-
rater of the medicine, not only in Great
Britain and Ireland, but over all the known

b world,
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world, if it had poffefied the power afcribed
to it, of curing the moft deplorable of dif-
tempers, the cancer. Mr. Guy, however,
made, he fays, a purchafe of the receipt,
and at the fame time, it feems, adopted the
opinion about the roots of the cancer, &c. 2
circumftance which may be thought extra=
ordinary at firft, but which will appear,
perhaps, lefs fo when the whole of this af-
fair is confidered. Undoubtedly it muft be
difagreeable to a man, fuppofed to underftand
the principles of his profefiion, and to be ac-
quainted with the improved ftate of furgery,
to be obliged publickly to adopt and fupport
{fuch an obfolete notion ; and yet in Mr.
Guy’s fituation it might feem to be neceflary.
Whoever confiders the influence which this
opinion had with Mr. Plunket’s patients will
fee the ufe that might be made of continuing
it. It might appear neceflary likewife to
eftablifh a belief, as well as the nature of the
thing would permit, that the eating through
and feparating a tender fwelling or fore
by a cauftic application, was not commonly

attended
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attended with much pain; and in that
refpe@ alfo, as well as others, this method
was preferable to the pain of extirpation
by incifion. To enforce this opinion ftiil
more upon the imagination of the diﬂreffﬂd.,
- it might be thought equally neceffary to en-
large as often and as much as poffible, upon
the difagreeablenefs of the latter method ; and
accordingly we find that Mr. Guy frequently
endeavours, in the ftrongeft terms, to repre-
fent and heighten the grievances of the ope-
ration by incifion. The pain of this and every
other operation is indeed to be lamented ;
but as Mr. Guy could not be infenfible that
the pain excited by Plunket’s medicine is,
i fome parts of its operation, not only
as fevere as almoft any pain that can be
fuffered, but much aggravated, in compa-
rifon with the other method, by the tedi-
ous duration of it; as he muft be equally
fenfible that. there are many cancerous
cafes, which, from their fize, their fitnation,
and other circumftances, cannot admit of
having this medicine applied to them; and
as in other bad cafes he has declined the ap-

b 2 ; piicatiun
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plication of the medicine where they have
afterwards been relieved or cured by the com-
mon operation, it fhould have feemed {furely
much more confiftent with the feelings of
real tendernefs and humanity, not to have
endeavoured to raife on thefe occafions ima-
ginary terrors, nor to aggravate real evils,
and by fuch methods to difcourage the rea-
fonable expectation of relief from the hands
of others. As to the pretended merit of the
medicine in performing its operation without
lofs of blood, it is the nature of all cauftics
to act in that refpect in the fame manner: on
the other hand, the lofs of blood in the com-
mon way is never dangerous, is feldom very
great; and probably is rather ferviceable in pre-
venting any confiderable heat or fever, and in
contributing to the flight degree of pain which
generally fucceeds the operation. Amongft
other things, nothing could appear more ne-
ceflary in the management of this affair, than
to {upport the credit of the method by fa&s,
the laft and beft authority, if fairly repre-
fented, for the propriety of any theory that

can
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can be propofed. Mr. Guy has therefore
endeavoured to fupply this teft, by giving
{fuch a collection of cafes as might beft appear
to anfwer the purpofe. This however has
not been executed, by any means, with the
exa&tnefs which the fubjec required ; for
even fuppofing thefe cafes, feletted as the
moft fuccefsful, to be fairly ftated in regard
to the nature of the complaints at firft, and
to fome other interefting circumftances in the
management of them, yet the real event of
many of them afterwards has been fo little
made known, where candour and fidelity to
the public juftly demanded otherwife, as
renders it difficult to form any certain or fa-
tisfatory judgment of the reft.

The aflertions about the roots of cancers,
and the flight degree of pain which the appli-
cation of Plunket’s medicine is in general faid
to occafion, have already been taken notice
of ; but it may be proper to add, that, befides
the abfurdity of the opinion about thefe roots,
and notwithftanding the care that is taken to
avoid applying the medicine in unfavourable
cafes, the frequent inftances which occur

b 3 where
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where it has been ufed, and with an
apparent {uccefs for a time, but where in
reality the patients have fuffered under the
moft f{evere return of the difeafe, thew
plainly, if it was otherwife doubtful, that
there are-no fuch parts exifting as the roots
of f{cirrhous and cancerous tumours, but
that the return of the diforder is owing to a
return of the humour; or elfe, if there are
fuch parts as thefe roots are defcribed to be,
this mcdicine has not the power of extracting
them. In refpet to the pain attending this
method, there is a peculiarity in fome con-
{titutions, which renders the pain of acautftic,
a blifter, or of incifion very inconfiderable to
what others feel on the fame occafions. There
may be inftances therefore where the pain
produced by the application of Plunket’s
cauftic may be comparatively {light to what
might have been expetted ; but, to-{peak in
general, befides the improbability of a tumours
or fore of confiderable fize, and perhaps very
tender too, being eat into and feparated from
the found fleth without a great deal of pain,
we find, agreéable to what was before inti-

mated,
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mated, that moft of the patients who have
had this medicine applied to them, where the
diforder has been confiderable, deferibe the
pain attending the operation of it as extremely
fevere, and the feverity of it to be much ag-
gravated by the tedioufnefs of the procefss
which commonly requires feveral days before
the pain ceafes. |

Having animadverted on the moft material
circumftances mentioned in the account of
Plunket’s medicine, it remains ito fay what
it may have a power to ¢ffe@, as well as what
appears to be improperly afcribed to it. This
perhaps may be beft done by confidering to-
gether the two methods of extirpation. The
method of extirpation by the common way,
or by incifion, is praticable upon every oc-
cafion that is within the reach of any external
means; except where the difeafed parts are
{fo adherent to the found, as to forbid the
attempting any fort of extirpation ; neither
the fize of the {fwelling nor its fituation being
in general fufficient objections to the operation
in this way, when other fymptoms allow of

b 4 it.
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it. The pain which attends this operation,
though in fome inftances confiderable, is ge-
nerally fo very fhort, that, however alarming
it may appear, experience teaches that a
great number of thofe who fuffer it, even
when the difeafed parts are large, bear it
with a refolution which prevents their com=
plaining much, if at all. By this method
likewife the hardnefles are certainly extir-
pated, and . by (the fhort duration “of the
pain, ..there is: little chance of  any - con-
fiderable fever being raifed, or any humour
being drawn to the fore. There is another
advantage, particularly when the diftemper
affe@s the lips, which is not an uncommon
cafe, where the difeafed parts are taken out
by incifion, and the found parts brought after-
wards clofe together and healed in a few days,
fo as to leave hardly any vifible mark that an
operation had been performed.

On the other hand, the method ac-
cording to Plunket’s receipt, or the method
of extirpation by cauftic, will anfwer in
fome cafes. Where the tumours or fores
are fmall or of a middling fize, and not

imPer-::rl}r
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improperly fituated, the cauftic may ex-
tirpate them ; though where the difeafed
parts are large, the medicine will either not
operate through fuch a fubftance, or the
pain ‘produced by it will be hardly bearable.
And indeed it is to be further added, that
though the fize and fituation of the difeafed
parts may allow the ufe of the cauflic,
the pain-may not only be very fevere from
this firft application, but from the ufe of cor-
rofive medicines afterwards to the fore, a cir-
cumftance exceedingly complained of in fome
inftances of this method of pracice, as ma-
naged by the chief efpoufer of it ; and owing
no doubt to the extirpation being in fuch cafes
not compleated by the firft application, or to
fungous, putrid flefh rifing at the bottom of
the {ore, from the flow of humour drawn there
by the pain. Nor can it ever be faid with
certainty, that where the pain from the firft
application has been very fevere, and corrofive
medicines are often repeated to the fore, fome
ill effeGs may not be thereby communicated
to the neighbouring parts, or, in weak or
delicate conftitutions, to the body in general.

There
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There is, however, one circumitance, wheye
the method of extirpation by cauftic may, it
thould {eem, properly demand confideration ;
and that is, where the fears of the patient,
either naturally or artfully raifed, are fo great,
as abfolutely to prévent the operation by inci-
fion being confented to. In this fituation,
there may be fometimes no alternative, but
to try the method of extirpation by cautftic,
or to {uffer the diforder to become incurable
by any method.

Thus far in general may be faid, that in
fuch cafes as will properly admit of the appli-
cation of a cauftic, and where the patient
choofes to undergo the pain and tedioufnefs
of this procefs rather than the eafier and
more fpeedy method by incifion, the cauftic
made according to Plunket’s receipt may
be preferable, as it will generally penetrate
deeper than the common cauftics, pro-
vided the fkin is ulcerated or previoufly de-
ftroyed. It is likewife more confined in its
operation to the parts it is applied to than the
common cauftics, which by the diffolution of
their falts are {ometimes apt to {pread too
much. As to the ufual event of extirpation,

4 1t
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it is found, when performed in the common
way by incifion, that cafes, which have very
ftrong appearances of real and confirmed can-
cers, will frequently heal after the operation
without difficulty, and with the afiiftance of
proper drains and internal means will fome-

times remain intirely well, or for a long courfe
of time at leaft. In other cafes, where the

cancerous humour 1s milder or lefs advanced
in its progrefs, the prognoftic is ftill more
favourable ; and if to thefe are added the many
glandular fwellings, which, whether diftin-
guithed by the names of {cirrhufes or any
other appellation, have no painful or parti-
cular {ymptomattending them, the extirpation
would indeed be fuccefsful if performed upon
all thefe occafions. In {uch cafes as are pro-
‘per for extirpation by cauftic, fuccefs may
be expefted from thence likewife, if ‘the
fores or hardneffes are compleatly removed ;
the return of the complaint it is certain, in
this method as well as the other, not depend-
ing in the leaft degree upon leaving the roots
of the cancer, as is idly afferted, but upon
the diforder being local or being general.

If



XXViil INTRODUCTION.,

If a tumour or fore of a cancerous difpofi-
tion, or f{uppofed to be fo, is extirpated, and
the caufe which produced it is local or con-
fined to the parts apparently difeafed, fuccefs
may be expected by whatever method the ex-
tirpation is'made; if the tumour or fore is
owing to a conflitutional caufe, affecting more
or lefs the fluids in general, the diforder may
appear again after extirpation, and in a man-
ner which other humours are apt to do, either
near the place which was at firft principally
the feat of the humour, or in fome other parts
of the body as may happen..

Before the prefent fubjet is concluded, it
may nct be improper to obferve, that what-
ever has been faid here upon it, relates merely
to thofe tumours or fores which are judged
neceflary to be extirpated, and to the manner
in which the extirpation may be effected. As
to the fulnefs and hardnefs which may remain
in the breaft or other glandular parts of the
body after an inflammatory fwelling or an
impofthumation happening there, and as to
the many other flight obftructions on thefe
parts, which fear may fometimes magnify

inta
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into obje&ts of importance, and where igno-
rance or artifice may confirm the delufion ;
thefe by all fair and fkilful practitioners are
put out of the queftion, and treated in a man-
ner proper to refolve and difperfe them, -or
fuffered to remain in their prefent eafy ftate.

T HE next article in the following pages
rclates to Venereal Complaints ; a fubjeét I
was particularly led to confider many yearsago,
by having at that time the care of his Royal
Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland’s Hofpital,
to which a great number of foldiers affected
with thefe complaints were fent for relief.
It appeared to me then, that there were
fome errors in the theory of thofe com-
plaints, which were by no means fufficiently
banifhed from practice, and that fome im-
proper pretences prevailed among particular
people, as well as many infamous deceptions
among profefled quacks, which, as far as
was practicable, it would be right to ex-
plain and expofe. Few particulars have fince
occurred upon the fubje& which deferve
to be taken notice of : The two principal

have
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have been an account of the proper manner
of adminiftering the farfaparilla root, and the
effects of giving a folution of corrofive {ub-
himate. The former has been fully explained,
but the ufes of the latter appearing to be
lefs univerfally underftood, it may be judged
no improper attempt to confider this fubject
as it now ftands after a more extenfive ex-
perience of the effeCts of this medicine.
But before any determination is made in
regard to a preference 'which there may be
of any one preparation of mercury to another,
it thould be always premifed, that the fpecific
power of mercury in the cure of venereal
complaints is fo remarkable, that any of the

preparations of it in common ufe will, if pro-
- perly adminiftered, frequently anfwer the
purpofe. It is neceflary likewife to obferve,
that if a falivation has been gone thro’ or'even
repeated, and without all the fuccefs that
ufually happeas, mercury, given in a mild, or
what is called an alterative, manner, and efpe-
cially if accompanied with a deco&ion of the
farfaparilla root, will in fuch cafes almoft in-
fallibly compleat the cure. It is natural upon
| fuch
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{uch occafions for perfons,notmuch converfant
in the ufe of this medicine, to attribute more
to the particular preparation of mercury that
was laft given than it really deferves, the {uc-
cefs being owing chiefly to the time and manner
in whichitwasgiven; for as the fame medicine,
if it had been adminiftered in the fame man-
ner before the falivation, would probably have
had very little effe&t, fo here it is not fo much

the particular preparation of mercury, as it is
the manner of employing it, that is, by ufing it
in the mild and alterative manner after a fali-
vation, inftead of repeating any more that
ftronger and generally more effeGtual method,
Why it fhould happen that in fome cafes after
a falivation has proved ineffectual, mercury
given in a mild and alterative manner fhould
an{wer fo well, and yet before the falivation
fhould comparatively have had very little ef-
fe&, is a circumftance among{t many others,
which, though difficult to explain in theory, is
clearly afcertained in pra&ice. Thefe two pre-
ceding and oftentimes mifguiding circum{tan-
ces being properly attended to, the principal
confiderations remaining muft be to determine

what
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what method or form of adminiftering mer-
cury will in general produce an effeftual and
lafting cure of the pox ; and how this may be
beft done in regard to the eafe and convenience:
of the patient. To fpeak merely of the cure,
the method which has been generally moft re-
lied on to obtain not only an apparent but a
lafting cure, has been the ufe of mercury,
cither externally by way of unction, or inter-
nally by {fome of the common preparations of
it, in fuch a manner or degree as the difterence
of the {fymptoms and the ftate of the confti-
tution feemed to require. Thus where the
infeGtion feemed to be flight, the ufe
of mercurials in a mild degree may be
fufficient ; where the virulence is greater, it
will probably be neceflary to adminifter mer-
cury in fuch a manner as to produce by it
fome effe& upon the mouth ; where the dif-
eafe 1s {till more malignant or cbitinate, it
will be proper, as far as the operation of the
medicine can be determined, to encreafe the
force of the mercury, fo as to falivate in a
greater or lefs degree, according to the exi-

gency of the {ymptoms. But however de-
firable
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firable this method may be on account of its
efficacy in curing this diftemper, there are
real objeCtions to it, at leaft to that part of
it, where the obftinacy or malignity of the
{fymptoms require a direct or regular falivation.
The patient in this cafe is to be confined,
perhaps very inconveniently, and this confine=
ment, during part of the time, is to be at-
tended with a forenefs of the mouth, and
fometimes with other difagreeable circum-
{tances. It is no wonder therefore that other
methods of adminiftering this medicine thould
be propofed, with a view to prevent thefe
ptincipal inconveniences. Accordingly we
find a variety of fchemes have been offered
for this purpofe. Some have propofed to ufe
as much mercury or more than is commonly
neceflary to falivate ; but in fuch quantities,
and at {uch diftances of time, that it fhould
be introduced into the courfe of the circula-
tion and deftroy the venereal poifon, without
producing any difturbance in the conftitution.
Qthers have adminiftered this medicine more
freely, but have endeavoured "to prevent its
taking any effe& upon the mouth, by en-
C reafing
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_creafing the common difcharges of the body;
imagining, according to this fcheme, that the
mercury would deftroy the venereal poifon
by circulating with the general mafs of fluids,
and might afterwards be difcharged from the
body by the fkin, bowels, or kidneys, inftead
of the mouth; and this way of reafoning in-
troduced the different methods either of oc-
cafionally purging, {weating, or encreafing H
the quantity of urine during the mercurial
courfe. Nor were any of thefe methods en-
tirely deftitute of fuccefs, nor in fome parti-
cular cafes void of propriety. The operation
of mercury, it 1s well known, will fometimes
be naturally determined to the bowels, fkin,
or kidneys; and when nature gives this di-
rection, and the patient bears it well, a proper
management for the continuance of its opera-
tion in this manner will frequently anfwer
the purpofe, without producing any difagree-
able effe& on the mouth; to which muft be
always added, as was before obferved, that
the fpecific power of mercury is {o great in
deftroying the venereal poifon, that almoft
any method of ufing it will in many cafes

{ucceed,
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fucceed, and even very malignant appears
ances be fometimes removed by means
which will not anfwer in general. But
even thefe feemingly improved methods,
ingenioufly propofed by fome, and often art-
fully or ignorantly adopted by others, have
likewife their inconveniences. [¢] Admini-
{ftering mercury, and what is called, purging it
off, 1s very apt to weaken the patient, to oc-
cafion painful complaints in the bowels, and
fometimes to fix a more lafting injury on the
digeftive organs. Bathing or fweating at in-
tervals, during'the mercurial courfe, in order
to determine the operation of the mercury to
the fkin, is likewife liable to weaken and
enervate the patient, to occafion colds, and,
thereby checking perfpiration, obftru&t the
purpofe aimed at; and in general cannot
be repeated often with convenience and
advantage, at leaft in this unfettled cli-
mate. By the ufe of diuretic medicines,
and drinking plentifully of fmall liquors, it

[¢] Some of thefe arguments are made ufe of in the
article of Obfervations on venereal complaints, but are
mentioned here likewife, in order to bring the whole into
one view.

o) will
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will be eafy at any time, as well as during a
mercurial courfe, to encreafe the quantity of
urine ; but if medicines of this fort are con-
tinued long or repeated often, they are apt to
offend the ftomach, kidneys, or bladder; or,
admitting that thisfhould not be the cafe, there
cannot beafufficient reliance upon thismethod
for determining the operation of the mercury
to the kidneys, fo as to prevent the common
confequences of it when it is ufed in any con-
fiderable quantity, Nor in each of thefe me-
thods muft it be forgotten, that from fome
accidental cold or fudden effe of the mer-
cury, it is not uncommon for a falivation to
{upervene, the very circumitance principally
intended to beavoided; and to happen atatime
probably when the inconvenience is greater,
as it was not expected or provided for.

As to the ufe of mercury in {mall quanti-
ties and at confiderable diftances of time, in
order that the mercury may act chiefly by its
{pecific power on the blood, without confi-
derably encreafing any of the common dif~
charges, or without producing any difturbance
in the conftitution, it is a fubje@ which, like

the
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' the preceding methods, will admit of much
plaufible reafoning, and, like them too, will
fometimes prove {uccefsful; but it is by no
means powerful enough to become a general
method, nor is it free from fome of the acci-
dents before mentioned. A principal argu-
ment in favour of this method is, that as g
certain quantity of mercury, ufed fo as to raife
a {alivation, will almoft certainly cure the
pox, the fame or a greater quantity, admi-
niftered in fmaller portions and at greater dif-
tances of time, will in the general courfe of
the circulation pervade every part of the body, |
and by its {pecific property will, as was before
intimated, deftroy the venereal poifon as it
paffes, without creating any troublefome
fymptoms. Amongift other objections to this
dotrine, is the great uncertainty in the ope-
ration of mercury. The effets of this medi-
cine in different conftitutions are fo various,
that it is impofiible to judge, with any degree
of certainty, of the quantity of mercury ne-
ceflary for the cure in any way of ufing it,
further than by obferving how it acts in each
particular cafe. A robuft man with a coarfe
c 3 and
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and harth fkin will fometimes be thrown
into a profufe falivation by the ufe of a very
{mall quantity of mercurial ointment, while
a delicate woman with a relaxed tkin, f{uited,
as may be fuppofed, to admit the mercury
very readily, will require an uncommon
quantity of the medicine before any appa-
rent effet 1s produced. But, befides the
inconveniences peculiar to each of thefe me-
thods, there are ftill others more general
and of more importance. In fa@, though
thefe ways of adminiftering mercury may
anfwer in flight cafes, and fometimes even
where the fymptoms are more virulent, yet
in obftinate and more malignant cafes they
will oftentimes fail to procure even a tem-
porary difappearance of the {ymptoms, or,
if they anfwer fo far, it is very probable
that the f{ymptoms will return again, and
perhaps with additional feverity. In the firft
of thefe fituations the practitioner is obliged,
after a great deal of time loft, and with fome
inconvenience to the patient, to proceed to
a more effeCtual ufe of the medicine ; in the
other cafe, where the fymptoms return, the

4 patient
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patient is obliged to undergo a fecond difci-
pline, at a time probably when his engage-
mients in life make a confinement exceedingly
inconvenient and improper, and, what is
worfe, after he may have unfortunately, tho’
unknowingly, communicated the diforder
where he moft withed to avoid doing any
thing hurtful or injurious.

- Upon the whole, as far as the venereal
poifon can be judged of, it appears that the
pox is a diftemper of a peculiar kind ; — that
mercury, the common remedy for it, is re-
markably and {pecifically fuited to deftroy
the peculiar poifon occafioning this diftemper,
as it very rarely fails to do when properly ad-
miniftered ;---that the operation of this me-
dicine is fometimes by the common difcharges
of the {kin, bowels, or kidneys ; and now and
then it produces its falutaryeftects with hardly
any apparent alteration in the difcharges of the
body ; but that its natural and moft common
as well as moft powerful operation is upon
the mouth, by encreafing the quantity of
fpittle ; --- that where the fymptoms of the
difeafe are mild, the diftemper may admit of
a cure without the mouth being affected, or

C 4 at
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at leaft confiderably, efpecially where the
operation of the medicine takes an eafy and
favourable turn to any of the common dif-
charges before mentioned ; but that where
the {ymptoms are more obftinate and malig-
nant, it is neceffary, in order to remove them,
and to fecure againit a return of them, to
adminifter the mercury in fuch a manner
as more or lefs to affe&t the mouth, or to fa-
livatej=~~that the effect on the mouth or a fa-
livation is not however neceffary in itfelf, as
an healthy or unhealthy perfon is equally li~
able to be falivated by the fame medicine ;
but as it is the natural effect of mercury to
produce this {ymptom in the mouth when it
alts with moft eflicacy, fo far a falivation in
a greater or lefs degree is in fome cafes ne-
ceflary, as it is a fign that the medicine has
a&ted with that power which the malignity
or obftinacy of the {ymptoms required.

Why mercury, when it a&s with its full
efficacy on the blood, thould commonly pro-
duce this effe€t on the mouth, is as unne-
ceflary and difficult to explain, as why opium
thould procure reft, why jalap thould purge,

or
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er ipecacuanha vomit. It is fufficient to
know, that when mercury has been given in
a milder way and has proved ineffectual, it
is neceflary to adminifter it in this manner,
which experience teaches will almoft cer-
tainly anfwer the purpofe.

As this opinion of the different operations
or effets of mercury is founded upon fa@ts
which are inconteftable, and which probably
will ever remain the fame, 1t may ferve in
fome degree as a direction how to confider and
judge of this medicine, in whatever form it
may be recommended ; and upon this princi=
ple it appears no difficult matter to account for
the event of the various trials which have been
made with the{olution of corrofive fublimate. It
may be unnecefiary to obferve that the folution
of fublimate was given formerly for the cure
of venereal complaints, and that the ufe of it
was almoft intirely laid afide till Van Swieten
communicated an account of his fuccefs by
giving it diffolved in fpirits. It is {ufficient
to obferve in general, that in confequence of
this account, ftrengthened by the recom- |
mendation of a very.eminent phyfician of this

countrv,
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country, the folution of corrofive {ublimate
foon began to be in common ufe for venercal
f:umpla.ints; and the effects of it at firft ap-
peared fo favourable, as te induce fome to
believe that it would fuperfede the neceflity
of a falivation on all occafions. The refult
of further and more gencral experience has
however deftroyed this hope. In obftinate
cafes, it will fometimes fail even to procure
a temporary relief of the fymptoms, and it
is a general obfervation,and too well founded,
that in many cafes, where it feems to have
anfwered remarkably well, there is not a fuf-
ficient reliance on the permanency of the cure,
the fymptoms being very apt to return.. It is
liable likewife in many patients to occafion
ficknefs of the ftomach, and pains in the
bowels, and fometimes a {alivation. But
though the advantages of this medicine have
not been by any means equal to what was
imagined they would be, it is found to have
properties which very well deferve attention.
Where the {ymptoms are mild, this method
of adminiftering mercury may have the defired
effe€t, as well as fome of the methods already

taken
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taken notice of ; and it has the further ad-
vantage, that as one preparation of mercury,
from an unaccountable peculiarity, will agree
in {fome conftitutions better than any other,
the folution of fublimate may fometimes have
a preference in that refpect; and indeed
whenever the ufe of it agrees with the ftomach
and bowels, it often occafions lefs difturbance
in the body in general than {ome other of thefe
preparations. It is reckoned likewife that
none of the preparations of mercury anfwer
more readil_jf and eafily, if fo well, as the fo-
lution, in giving an occafional or temporary
check to the fymptoms; a circumftance
which may be of great importance where
more cffe¢tual means cannot be ufed imme-
diately, as amongft the foldiers in camps,
and in fome other fituations in private prac-
tice. It is alfo approved in the removal
of venereal eruptions, and indeed very
reafonably fo, as it frequently operates more
upon the fkin than the other mercurial prepa-
rations, and confequently is more likely to re-
move thofe appearances from the fkin. The
folution of f{ublimate is given likewife to ad-
vantage, either alone or with a decoQion of

farfaparilla,
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farfaparilla, when an alterative courfe of mer=
cury is thought neceflary after a falivation or
on other occafions. Upon the whole, it fhould
feem not to admit a doubt, that the ufe of
corrofive fublimate, as it is direted at pre-
fent, may be ufed with perfect fafety, and is
capable of producing many advantages; and
that the late introduction of it inte common
pradtice has furnithed a valuable addition
to the other methods of adminiftering mer-
cury [4 ]. / |

As a conclufion to the preceding remarks, I
fhall beg leave to add a few words relating to

[4] The corrofive fublimate may ferve, among other
inftances, to fhew how difficult it is to alcertain the real
ufe of a medicine that is very efficacious, and of courfe
capable of doing hurt as well as good, according as
it is adminiftered. The corrofive fublimate has been par-
ticularly recommended at different times, and prefcribed
in forms that do not vary much from thofe in prefent ufe.
Yet till of late thismedicine has been chiefly in the hands
of quacks, whofe injudicious praltice with it, and the
bad effects which always attend the ufe of it, when given
in any confiderable quantity, occafioned, it may be fup-
pofed, a very ftrong prejudice againft it. From hence
may have arifen the unfavourable opinion which the cele-
brated Aftruc gives of the corrofive fublimate, who, in
his remarks upon Wifeman, blames that author for not
condemning in the fevereft terms the ufe of fo deadly a
medicipe,

the
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the communication of {uppofed difcoveries or
improvements in the medical art in general.
Many accounts of this kind, which are of-
fered to the public, are attended with diffi-
culties, or at leaft with circumftances not
agreeable. Perhaps few of them, when firft
propofed, can be communicated in their full
extent. The opportunities for experiments
in private practice are not always fufhcient,
and are confined to the limits of one man’s
underftanding and knowledge, as well as li-
able to the bias of partiality or intereft. Ex-
periments made in public, as in hofpitals,
though in general moft ufeful, muft, for a
time at leaft, leave the event in fufpence: in
the mean while, either a premature account
muft be given, in order to affift the endea-
" vours of others, or the trials which are made
from ftill more imperfe& information, inftead
of promoting the defign, may produce either
ineffectual or dangerous confequences.

But whatever embarrafiments may attend
thefe public communications, great advan-
tages may be derived from them, if properly
conducled ; for as the whole attention of any

one
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one perfon’s life, affifted merely by his own
“endeavours, 1is, we know, exceedingly ina-
dequate to the underftanding any of the fci-
ences well, not only the advantage of imme-
diate and practical obfervation is necefiary,
but the accumulated knowledge of fuccefiive
ages and different nations, tranimitted from
time to time. Every body muft be fenfible
of this in refpect to the different branches of
phyfic. It were to be withed, however, that
the intelligence received from hence was lefs
mixed with difficulties, or perplexed with
uncertainf}r. Several things have contributed
to thefe embarrafiments, befides the reafons
already afligned. Among others, a prin-
cipal one 1s the imperfe® ftate in which
many accounts of fuppoled difcoveries or im-
provements in practice have been communi-
cated and left to the public. "Twas obferved
above, it muft often neceffarily happen, that
thefe accounts cannot at firft be given in their
full extent ; but it is generally lefs difficult to
fupply afterwards what fhall be neceflary to
afcertain the propriety of them. Perhaps, .
indeed, it may not be thought a pleafing tafk
to
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to relate a difappointment or acknowledge a
miftake ; and yet there thould feem to be no
great teluctance to this, where a fincerity of
intention fhall have preceded thefe concefiions.
But-however that may be, it is certain who-
ever offers an imperfect or a miftaken account
to the public, in which either life or health
is concerned, has a ftrong tye upon his can-
dour to fupply any known and effential defi-
ciency in fuch accounts; or undoubtedly at
leaft to prevent, as much as poffible, the
judgment and conduét of others from being
led into dangerous errors. It may be faid
that the general practice will determine this;
and fo it may in time and to a certain de-
gree where experiments are tried in great ci=
ties, as a free communication 1is commonly
made there of whatever occurs in thefe affairs;
but how are practitioners at remote diftances
from thefe feats of intelligence to be unde-
ceived ? or how are ftudents, who take moft
of their opinions upon truft, to diftinguith
between truth and error, when they fee them
blended together, and equally confirmed by
the fame authority ? It were to be wifhed,

therefore,
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therefore, that hereafter, fuch writings as thaly
be of credit, and which of courfe will ferve
in fome degree as guides to many of the pro-
feflion, fhould be as unexceptionable in this
refpect as poflible, and that, if further expe-
rience and an improved knowledge in certain
articles contradi& any former aflertion or
opinion, fuch alterations or additions may be
occafionally made in fubfequent publications
as may prevent the continuance of errors—
errors that may not probably be otherwife
difcovered than at the hazard of the patient’s
life or health, and the praititioner’s chara@ef
and fatisfa&tion of mind.

As to the writers whofe publications are
defigned to recommend fome fecret method
of pradtice, it is not reafonable to expect from
them any other than an unalterable perfeve-
rance in what they at firft endeavoured to efta-
blith; a different condu&® would probably
deftroy the bafis upon which their whole cre-
dit is placed. Of thefe laft performances,
and indeed of moft pretences of this kind, the
public are much inclined to think favourably,
not merely from a love of novelty, or fond-

nefs
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nefs for a noftrum, but alfo from an earneft
difpofition to promote what to them appears
likely to preferve life or relieve the diftrefs ari-
fing from pain and ficknefs [¢;. On the other
hand, it is equally true, that practitioners in
phyfic are not difpofed to think {o well of thefe
pretences ; not from being uninfluenced by
humanity orbenevolence,but from feeing daily
inftances where thefe pretences ferve only the
purpofes of deception and the moft infamous
practices. Is it not to be wifhed that this

[¢] Though the laudable motive above mentioned un-
doubtedly influences many people on thefe occafions, there
is not always that opennefs of behaviour afterwards where
the pretence, as not uncommonly happens, is difcovered
to be an impofition. So much is fometimes faid at firft
in favour of thefe [chemes, as makes it difagreeable after-
wards te contradi&t what was before fo earneftly recom-
mended ; nor are people in general willing to allow, more
than is abfolutely neceffary, that they have been led by
delufive promifes to fuffer in their conftitution and cir-
cumftances. It is probable, however, that this referve
would be lefs frequent, if it was duly confidered that the
injuries which others may receive from the fame delufions
might be ofien prevented, if deceptions of this fort were
in any degree as readily acknowledged and expofed as the
praifes of them at firft were liberally beftowed.

d difference
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difference of opinion could be reconciled ?
and, as one means of accomplithing this,
would it not be deﬁieable that the regular
part of the profeflion, Iappﬁal to my own
branch of it, would relax a little more than
has been common in one point of form, and
not refufe to meet any perfon, once at leaft,
who pradtifes upon a lefs open and lefs liberal
plan than themfelves ? For however dif=
ﬁgreeab}e it may be to a man of education
and knowledge in hig profeflion, to have any
intercourfe of this fort, it is to be confidered,
that the patient’s having recourfe to thefe
people can proceed fr om 1o other motive than
a defire of r;hef. If any probability of ad-
vantage to the patient could be derived from
hence, it is fit it fhould be attended to: if
not, and the promifes of quackery pr&vail
the candid practitioner has the fatisfaction, as
well as juftification, of having complied to
the utmoft extent with every thing which
Judgrnent could dire@, or the moft anxious
mind could require: whereas by a contrary
behaviour, the patient may not only be lefs
2 : | | . fatisfied
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fatisfied, but is left in the fituation which
every falfe pretender defires to find him, fub-
ject to the impofitions which craft or delufion
can propofe, or that fear, credulity, or mi-
fery can yield to.

T HE third and laft article in the follow-
ing pages contains an account of the ftructure
of the Eye, with obfervations on fome dif-

orders of that organ. Upon this occafion the
author was inclined to offer fome additional

remarks to thofe he had before publifhed* on
the operations for the cataract, the perform-
ance of fome late operations in extracting the
cryftalline humour having renewed a parti-
cular attention to that {ubjet. At prefent,
however, fuch a defign is not to be executed
with the propriety which it may be hereafter:
To determine with a degree of precifion ne-
ceflary for public fatisfaction, not only whe-
ther the operation by depreflion or by extrac-
tion is the better method for general praétice,
but whether each of them.in particular in-

* See the Account of the Eye, page 267.
ftances
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ftances may not have a preference, muft de-
pend in fome meafure upon further experi-

ments, and of courfe will be more properly
the objet of future confideration,

O BSER-
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T HE chief pait of the following ac-
count relating to the internal ufe of
the plant Nightfhade, was lately
read at a meeting of the Royal Society; and
from the favourable reception which it then
met with, I flatter’d myfelf it might deferve
fome notice in the next publication of their
works. Finding however an opportunity of
this kind will not occur in a confiderable time,
and receiving ddily enquiries concerning the

B manner
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manner of adminiftring the medicine, and
the operations which ufually refult from it,

I am induced to give the account in this
manner to the public. Thus I fhall ﬁope at
once to an{wer the enquiries abovementioned,
and at the fame time more effeCtually pro-
mote my original defign of communicating
thefe particulars. This, I prefume, might
ferve as a fufficient reafon for the prefent pub-
lication: But I muft beg leave to mention a
circumitance or two in regard to my general
condu¢t in this affair ; as it will not, Ihope,
appear unreafonable that a man fhould wifh
to avoid cenfure, where he renounces all pre-
tenfions to private intereft and advantage.

As foon as I had difcovered the common
operations of this medicine, and found that,
under certain regulations, it might be given
with perfe@ fafety, and, as I imagined, with
_great benefit to mankind, I made them
‘known to my acquaintance; but as the
“extent of fuch a communication could not
fufficiently diffufe the knowledge of thefe
particulars, I gavean account of them to the
‘Royal Society, as has been cuftomary onlike
“occafions,

In
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In this account my defign was to thow,
that the medicine might be ufed with great
-fafety, and probably with great advantage—
to point out the method of adminiftring it,
and to defcribe the operations which it ufually
had upon the human body. By this means I
imagined that I fhould furnith the judicious
pradtitioner with a very valuable acquifition,
and, by the directions which I gave for its
ufe, fhould not only facilitate his experi~
ments, and enable him to ufe the medicine
with propriety, but at the fame time fhould
prevent in fome degree an injudicious, inef-
fectual, or perhaps dangerous application of
it by perfons of lefs {kill and judgment.

As to all the ufes which a medicine of fuch
powers might be applied to, I did not pre-
tend to determine them. I rather thought
that the united experience of others would
be the moft ready and moft candid method of
purfuing fuch a defign; and I chofe neither
to confine the virtues of the medicine to my
own advantage, or opportunities of practice,
nor to rely upon my own knowledge or judg-
ment to afcertain them.

B 2 For
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For thefe reafons I was lefs follicitous
about giving hiftories of particular cafes. 1
mentioned indeed two of a cancerous nature,
for reafons which are explained in the ac-
count, and I have now added fome others,
as well to ferve as a fpecimen of the falutary
effects which may be expeted from the me-
dicine, as to illuftrate and confirm what I
have advanced of its common methods of
operating.

The cafes which are now added are not
{elected from many others as particular cafes,
but are defigned as an unreferved account of
the ftate of thofe patients who are now under
my infpection in the hofpital, and are either
taking the medicine, or, after having taken
it with fuccefs, are ready to be difcharged
from thence. The event of fome of thefe
muft at prefent be neceflarily in doubt; but
if, as will appear by the firft of them, the
medicine is capable of reftoring ufe to the
limbs of a perfon who had been bedrid fe-
veral months—if it is capable of removing
the anguifh of conftant and violent pains,
which nothing elfe had relieved, and of giving

reft,
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reft, ftrength and appetite to one who had
long been a ftranger to all thefe enjoyments,
it muft be fome fatisfaction, and, I prefume,
of fome ufe, to know what were the means
that accomplifh’d thefe defirable ends. Nor
can it, I think, be reafonably objected to the
receiving this information, that the fore upon
the leg, which is one of the grievances this
poor creature labour’d under, is not yet quite
healed.

I muft beg leave to add, that tho’ I doubt
not great {ervices will accrue from the inter-
nal ufe of the Nightfhade, yet, like other me-
dicines of much efficacy, it will be produc-
tive of fome inconveniencies, and liable to
many difadvantages. It will probably be
employed too promifcuoufly, either where
there is not fufficient indication to direct its
ufe, or where it is abfolutely improper. It
will fometimes difagree where the ufe of it
feems reafonable, and in other inftances it
will prove ineffetual, not merely as it fails
to cure, but even in its common operations ;
circumftances to which all medicines are lia-
ble from the peculiarity of different confti-
tutions, or even from a temporary differenc

B 3 in
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in the fame conftitution. ‘Thefe however
are fuch difadvantages as every medicine of
much efficacy is fubject to, and therefore 1
would imply no more by thefe obfervations,
than that the infufion of Nightfhade is not
to be given indifcriminately by every perfon
in every difeafe, but requires attention, judg-
ment, and dilcretion in the management of
it,

I fhall conclude this introduction by hop-
ing, that, however I may err in my judgment
in this affair, I fhall be juftified in my inten-
tions ; and I muft beg leave to acquaint thofe
who may try the medicine with care and
impartiality, that I fhall efteem it as a fa-
vour to receive any ufeful intelligence relating
to 1it.

The following is the Account, with fome Additi=
ons, which was read at the Royal Saﬁz'fz:y,
May 20, 1757

Bout half a year ago I read a memoir,

_ publifhed in the Bibliotheque des beaux
arts & des {ciences, in which an account is
oiven of a difordeg declared to have been can-
cerous,
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cerous, and to have been cured by an infufion
of Deadly Nightfhade. I determined to make
fome experiments with this plant 5 but as the
feafon of the year would not then permit me
to procureany that was frefh, I was obliged to
make ufe of fome Nightthade that had been
gathered and was dry’d. Soon after I had be-
gan to g%ve it, with great care and caution, to
three or four patients, it was difcover’d to be
the fpecies of Nightthade called Garden
Nightfhade, and not that which is diftin-
guithed by the name of Deadly, and which
is the fort recommended in the memoir above-
mention’d. Finding however very remark-
able effects from the former, and not being
then able to procure any of the other kind, I
purfued my experiments with the Garden
Nightthade. The cafes in which I firft try’d
the operation of this plant, befide the two
cancerous cafes hereafter to be related, were
foul or painful ulcers, obftinate pains in par-
ticular parts of the body, fcorbutic eruptions,
and other common diforders: but as thefe
were {eldom attended with any very particu-
lar malignity, the fame purpofes might pof-

B 4 fibly
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fibly have been anfwer’d by other medicines,
tho’ in fome inftances this fucceeded where
the common means had failed,

By thefe experiments however I became
better acquainted with the common operati-
ons of the medicine, and with the proper
manner of giving it. I found from repeated
trials, made with great caution and fafety to
the patient, that fo {fmall a quantity as one
grain-weight of the leaf, infufed in about
an ounce of boiling water, and the liquor
afterwards ftrained from the leaf and taken
at bed-time, would fometimes have a very
confiderable effet; but that two or three
grains feldom failed either to vomit, {weat, or
purgc the patient moderately, or to increafe
the quantity of urine. It fometimes occafi-
ons a head-ach, giddinefs, and, probably in
confequence of thefe, a dimnefs; {fymptoms
which are not conftantly to be expected, and,
when they happen, often ceafe or abate
after the firft or fecond dofe: A drowfinefs
or difpofition to fleep, particularly upon the
hirft ufe of the Nightfhade, is another cir-
cumftance which not unufually happens. In

other refpects, the moft common effects that
| I have
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I have obferv’d to enfue upon taking this me-
dicine were a heat or warmth diffufed in a
few hours over the body, a plentiful {weat
fucceeded this heat, and fometimes a gentle
purging the next day: if a {weat did not
break out, an extraordinary difcharge of
urine was generally the confequence, and was
fometimes followed likewife by a purging.
One or more of the natural evacuations were
almoft always increafed.

Thefe are the general effeCs proceeding
from the internal ufe of the Night{hade, and
are fuch as I am perfuaded will correfpond
with the experiments made by others ; as
much at leaft as can be expected from any
medicine of efficacy given to perfons of dif-
ferent conftitutions and under different cir-

cumftances and ftates of health.
As to all the ufes which this medicine may

be applied to, time and much experience on-
ly can afcertain them. I have already try’d
it in fome diforders with advantage, as I took
notice before ; but as a circumf{tantial account
of particular cafes may be defired, I will
relate the effe@s of the infufion in a few in-
{tances.

I {hall
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I thall begin with two cafes of a cancerous
nature; not with a view to eftablifh an opi-
nion that this medicine is a {pecific for that
complaint, nor indeed would thefe cafes {uf-
ficiently authorife fuch an opinion; but as
they were the firft in which I try’d the me-
dicine, as they were likewife the only ones
that, till lately, I took a regular account of ;
and as the particular cafe which induced me
to ufe the medicine atall is faid to have been
a cancer, and radically cured by an infufion
of the Deadly Nightfhade.

One of thefe was in a woman about so
years of age, a patient in the Weftminfter
hofpital, She had a fore under her right-
eye, which began by a flight accident upon
the part about a year and half before fhe
came under my care. ‘The fore, which was
as broad as a half-crown, confifted of feveral
indigefted, foul ulcerations, intermix’d with
callous eminences, or hard knots rifing in
particular parts of it, and the whole was
encircled by an unequal jagged edge. Below
the fore the cheek was difcolour’d by a deep

red appearance, and was {welled, She had
{uffered
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fuffered confiderable and frequent pains in
the part many months. The common me-
thods were try’d for relief ineffectually. A-
mongf{t other things the folution of mercury,
and other mercurials were ufed fo as to pro-
duce a {light falivation. The fore however
appeared in full as bad a ftate as has been juft
reprefented, when I began to give her the in-
fufion of Garden Nightthade: In a month
after taking it the pain intirely ceafed, and in
little more than another month the ulcerations
were healed, and the callofities fubfided, leav-
ing only a {light forenefs or tendernefs of the
fkin, with two or three fcurfy inequalities in
the upper-part of it. No application was
ufed to the fore except common foftening
dreflings.

As the woman was quite free from pain,
and faw very little appearance on the part
more than was natural; and as fthe was very
defirous to go into the country to her family,
I could not prevail on her to ftay, unnecef-
farily as fhe thought, any longer, in order ta
confirm the cure, and prevent a return of the
fymptoms, -

Thé
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The medicine in this inftance occafioned
at firft a ficknefs and giddinefs, producing a
plentiful {weat in the night, and a moderate

purging in the morning, with fome increafe of
urine. It continued to {weat her confiderably
as long as fhe took it, preferving alfo in ge-
neral a lax ftate of her bowels, and aéting
fometimes as a diuretic. She never took more
than an infufion of two grains ata time. I

have not yet had any account of her fince the
left the hofpital.

The other patient who fuffered under this
difeafe, wasa woman above 70 years of age,
and in the fame hofpital. She came there
about five months ago with a very large and
bad-looking fore on her left-breaft, with cal-
lous edges {furrounding the ulcer, and hard-
nefles in other parts. This complaint began
above a year before with a {mall hard knot,
which increafing, broke into a fore, and for
fome months had gradually fpread broader and
corroded deeper. She began to take the in-
fufion of Garden Nightthade, after a dofe or
two of purging phyfic, and in lefs than three
months, ufing only common applications te

1 the
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the part, the fore was reduced to a very incon-
fiderable fize, without any remaining hard-
nefles at the edges of it, and had the appear-

ance of healing in a week or ten days., The
hardneffes about the breaft were likewife di-
minithed. In this fituation, fhe was attack’d
with feverith complaints, a {light difficulty of
breathing, and an inflammatory fwelling on
her left-hand. Upon thefe accounts it was
judg’d neceffary to fufpend the ufe of the in-
fufion; and during this interval the furface of
the fore inlarged and grew foul again. Soon
after, fhe loft her appetite, and was affeGted
with a general weaknefs of body. Allthefe
circumftances, joined to her age, afforded no
encouragement to try the medicine again,
nor hopes of fuccefs from any other me-
thod (a).

When this woman began to take the in-
fufion it made her giddy, and fweat her very
confiderably. It continued to {weat her mo-
derately, but never aftected her either by
urine or ftool, and {ome time before fhe left
off taking the infufion, it produced no vifible

(a) Sheis fince dead. ¢
alteration
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alteration in any of the natural evacuations,
tho’ the dofe was increafed to five grains.

As I neglected till lately to give a ftrick at-
tention to the particulars of each cafe where-
in this medicine has been ufed (except in the
two preceding inftances) I cannot properly
enter into a detail of them : For this reafon,
as well as to avoid the imputation of giving
partial accounts, I fhall at prefent only men-
tion fuch others as are now in the hofpital, and
were this day (June 21) examained there.

The firft of thefe is a woman of 33
years of age. She was admitted into the hof-
pital about feven months ago. She had then
a very great inflammation and {welling of her

foot, leg, -and knee, attended with a fever,
befides a very large fore on the lower part of
the leg, which began two years before, and
had gradually been growing worfe. The
fore had the moft malignant appearance, dif-
chargeda great deal of a fharp thin humour,
and was extremely painful. The fwelling and
inflammation were confiderably abated after
{he had been in the hofpital fome time, but
the fore continued in a very bad ftate, having

4 extended
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extended itlelf from the lower part of the
calf to the heel, and from one ankle back-
wards to the other. The fever was fome-
times very intenfe, and violent purgings with
other {ymptoms intervened, which reduced
her ftrength and left very little hopes of her
recovery. In this fituation the was about a
month ago, having been bed-rid five months,
unable to feed or help herfelf, and the laft fix

weeks having never enjoyed one hour’s fleep
at a time, on account of violent pains which
fhe felt in her head and limbs. She com-
plained alfo of a great weight and heavinefs in
her head, and at times was not fenfible. The
firft dofe the took of the infufion of Garden

Nightfhade affe¢ted her in a manner, to ufe

her own words, asif the had drank too much
ftrong liguor. It then threw her into a plen-

tiful {fweat, and purged her twice. The fe-
cond and third dofes operated as the firft, ex-
cept that they occafioned no fenfation of gid-
dinefs. After the third dofe her pains were
much leflened, and fhe was able to walk with
a very little affiftance. In eight days {he was
perfeétly free from pain, could walk very
well about the ward, had an exceeding good

appetite,



16  Obfervations on the internal ufe of

appetite, and her ftrength was remarkably i~
creafed, as was foon evident; for on the
twelfth day after thehad made ufe of this me- -
dicine, fhe, without my leave, and impru-
dently in regard to her leg, walked near two
miles. The fore however healed incredibly
faft, and as it is at prefent quite eafy, and con-
tinues mending, it probably will not be long
before it is well. Itis now a month and fome
days fince fhe began the infufion, andexcept the
remaining fore fhe has not had a complaint
from the eighth day after {he beganthe medi-
cine. She has continuedthe ufe of the infu-
fion though generally at the diftance of a night
or two from each dofe. It ftill fweats her
moderately, and fometimes purges her gently.
It has always increafed the quantity of her wa-
ter, but particularly fince the fweats have de-
creafed. Another circumftance has likewife
lately occurred in her favour which had not
happened the five preceding months. She be-
gan with a grain of the leaf, and never increaf-
ed the dofe to above a grain and a half; the
infufion ftill preferving in a great degree

or
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its powers, notwithftanding the long ule
of it (4).

The next patient is a man 68 years of age.
About five months ago he received a violent
bruife on his loins and hips, by falling from a
height as he was carryinga great weight; un-
der which he was prefled, while his body was
bent double. In fome time herecovered from
this accident, except that it left a weaknefss
and fometimes a ftiffnefs about thofe parts.
Being afterwards feized with violent pains in
his back and knees he was unable to ftand up-
right; or to walk but with difficulty and
not withotit the affiftance of a ftick: Nor
eould he attempttobend his knees without oc-
eafioning great pain. He cameoutof thecoun-
try, and was admitted into the hofpital about

(4) Oc2ober 16. In the laft account it was obferved that
the ulcer had gradually leflened and was almoft healed,
tho’ the large extent and unfavourable fituation of the fore
had made it very difficult to procure fkin enough to cover
it. [amnow to obferve, that when the ulcer was juft heal-
ed and a perfect cure was expeltz=d, the fore remained un-
clofed. It is probable likewife that it will always conti-
nue fo ; ferving as an iffuc which nature has formed on the
part, and as a neceflary drain for the difcharge of fome
conftitutional humour, which has now affected her leg

near three years,
C feven
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feven weeks ago, in the condition juft repre-
fented. After having been there a fortnighs
without receiving any advantage, he took the
infufion of Garden Nightthade. Thefirftdofe;
a grain of the leaf, had no effect; but two
grains the next night {weated him plentifully,
made him alittlegiddy, and purged him three
or four times in the morning. The third
dofe made him fick, which was the only time -
it did {o, and operated in other refpé&s as the
preceding. He had hittle or no complaint
after the fifth dofe, but neverthelefs he repeat-
ed the fame twice or thrice at the diftance of
two or three days between each. Thefe a&-
ed like the others, and they all occafioned fome
increafe of water., He never took more than
two grains for a dofe. He has left off the in-
fufion above a fortnight and continues well,
except fometimes being fenfible of the weak-
nefs or {light ftiffnefs of his back, the confe-
quences, as wasbeforeobferved, of his bruife.
The third patient 1s a middle-aged man,
who was received into the hofpital, with
a {welling and feveral painful fores on one
of his legs. He has tiken the infufion of

the
}
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ﬁeadly Night(thade three weeks. It worked
chiefly by urine, though fometimes it {weated
him flightly, As he was generally cof<
tive, he took occaflionally fome purging me-
dicine. The dofe was increafed from one
grain to fwelve, without producing any fick-
nefls, giddinefs, or other effe& than what hag
been jult related, except that the laft dofe,
twelve grains; fweated him plentifrilly {feveral
hours. Hislegiswell. This cafe may ferve
as much to thew the difference of the dofe
neceflary in different conflitutions as for any
other purpofe, fince it is probable, that reft,
proper applications, and other internal me-
dicines, might have fucceeded here equally
well with the infufion.

‘The fourth patientis a girl, 16 years Df age,
and has been in the hofpital a month. When
fhe was admitted, fhe bad a large {crophulous
fore on one of her thighs, which had been
troublefome to her feveral months, and ano-
ther on the foot, with an enlargment of the
bones of the foot. She hastaken the infufion
of Deadly Night(hade three weeks. It ope-
rated by urine confiderably, and generally

C 2 purged
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purged once or twice in the morning ; and
two or three nights it {weated her. The dofe
was increafed to four grains. The fore on her
thigh 1s well; that on the foot much the fame
ds it was, and muft neceffarily continue {o fome
time, as there is a picce of bone which muft
come away. _

The fifth cafe is that of a young woman
who came into the hofpital four months agu-,.'
with a large fore onm her leg, which had a
tefidency to mortify. She had another ex-
eeeding painful fore under her arm, and it
was With oreat dlfhculty that either of them
could be made to digeft.  ‘After a confiderable
time the fores were brought into a better
ftate. Atlaft that under the arm healed, and
the other on the leg was reduced into a nar-
row compafs ; but flill there remained an ob-
{tinate {mall ulcer, which no application or
medicine feemed to have any effect on. Dur-
ing the laft two months, her body has been
covered with a fcorbutic eruption. The
breaking out of ‘ this was probably the reafon
of the fores having grown better; but as 1t
svas conftantly very troublefome to her, and
appeured as bad as the moft inveterate iteh,

i | ‘twas
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*twas neceflary the thould, if pofiible, be re-
lieved. Moft part of the time fhe has been
troubled with a pain in her head and ftomach,
a lownefs of fpirits, and lofs of appetite.
Finding no advantage from any thing the
took, though fome of the medicines produced
a gentle perfpiration, fhe began the infufion
of Deadly Nightthade. The firft dofe, one
grain, had no effe&; the fecond, two grains,
purged her twice; the third, three grains,
made her fick and giddy, and threw her into
a profufe fweat, She has now taken fix dofes.
The eruptions almoft intirely difappear, ex-
cept fome few {mall ones about the arms and
{everalupon the hands, where they form them-
felves into boils, with a great deal of well-
digefted matter in them like large puftules of
the fmall-pox. The pain in her ftomach is at
prefent removed. She continues the medi-
cine ().

(¢) She was dire&ed likewife to have a bliffer to her
back, and to be vomited on account of the pain ‘in her
head and fome return of the pain in her ffomach. She was
foon afterwards well and difcharged from the hofpital.
This young woman continusd till lately free from the
complaints which fhe had in the hofpital, except that the
has been {fometimes fubjeCtto flight heats in her fkin, The

C 3 The
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The fixth, and thelaft patient which I fhall
mention at prefent, is a man who was brought
into the hofpital about a month ago, with fe-
veral large wounds made on his leg by the
bite of a leopard. The leg was very much
inflamed and {welled, and a common f{ym-
ptomatic fever attended; but in ten or twelve
days thefe fymptoms went off, and the wounds
were in a good ftate. 1Ina few days after he
was feized with a violent pain in the fhoulder,
. afm, hand, thigh, leg, and foot, of the fide
oppofite to the wounded fide; fo that he was
quite unable to move thofe parts : Nor was he
much more capable of motion in the otherfide,
having a confiderable pain in that fhoulder,
arm and hand. Having continued in this ftate
four days with great heat and other feverifh
{ymptams, he was blODd_ﬂd {thﬁ: blocd. very
fizy) and took an infufion of one grain of the
leaf of Deadly Night(hade at night, and the
fame the next morning. It threw him intg

fore is now broke out again upon her leg, and will pro-
bably be attended with fome diﬁif:_u]ty in healing, or be
liable to a return after it is healed, unlefs the obftructions
peculiar to her fex, and with which fhe has been fome-
times affected, can be remoyed,

a Very
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a very plentiful {weat, which continued more
than two days, without taking any thing more
than common diluting liquors. He was con-
fiderably eafier, but his heat being {till too
much, and complaining of a tightnefs over
his breaft, he was bled again (the blood ftill
very fizy) and not having had a ftool he took
an opening medicine. The fifth day he had
no complaint but in his hands, which were
both very painful, and the {fweats having now
ceafed more than 24 hours, he took the fame
quantity of the infufion once again night and
morning, which produced the fame degree
of perfpiration as before for twe days. He
has taken only one dofe fince. This is the
1oth day, and he is now free from any com-
plaint, except in one wrift. The medicine
never made him at all fick or giddy,. nor oc-
cafioned much alteration in the quantity of his
water (4).

Upon the whele, whether there is any fpe-
cific property in this plant, either for the

(d) This man had a fight return of his pains, which
were removed in a few days by a repetition of the fame
method, and he foon recovered his ftrength and was per-
fectly well,

C 4 ‘cure
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cure or the alleviation of cancerous diforders,
or whether its efficacy may be more ufeful
in the removal of other difeafes; cannot
yet be determined. But from the effelts
which I have already feen of this plant; from
confidering the powers which this fimple pro-
duction of naturehas on thecommon difcharges
of the Hody; and from refletinghow triflinga
quantity of it, infufed only, and the fubftance
not taken, iscapable of producing thefe great
effeCis;—fromallthefe confiderations, I amled
toimagine, thatanextenfive ufemay be made of
this medicine, as a powerful promoter of moft
of the natural difcharges of the body, exclu-
{ivz of any fpcciﬁc prhpertics, which by fu-
ture obfervations may be found with certainty

to refide 1n it. |
We are now ina way to determine this;
feveral gentlemen, induced by the trials which
I have made, being defirous to prove the ef-
feés of the infufion by their own experience.
In the mean time, as this celebrated fociety
have thought the fingle cafe related in the
Bibliotheque des beaux Arts & des Sciences te
be worthy their attention, I have prefumed
1Q
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to offer the refult of a more extenfive ufe of
this medicine; and thus far I can venture to
affert at prefent, that it may be given with
great fafety in the manner which I have re-~
- commended for its ufe.

I fhall only beg leave to add, that the cir~
cumftances which I have mentioned are defign-
ed to aflift the endeavours of others; and if
any one valuable purpofe fhall be anfwered by
our enquiries, I hope I fhall not want an
apology for giving this early intelligence,
without waiting for more fa&s to illuftrate
what has been faid.

I obferved in the beginning of the preceding
account, that an infufion of one grain-weight
of the leaf would fometimes have a very con-
{iderable effect, and that two or three grains
feldom failed to increafe fome of the natural
evacuations. As this medicine, however,
like all others of great efficacy, adts very dif-
ferently in difterent conftitutions, it may not
be amifs perhaps in fome cafes to begin with
half a grain, and repeat the dofe {ooner, or
increafe the quantityof it occafionally, accord-
ing as it operates and agrees, and according

fo
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to the ftrength of the patient, and the nature
or ftate of the difeafe. In general it fhould
be taken at bed-time, and repeated every fe-
cond or third night.

If the patient is hot and thirfty in the night,
after taking the infufion, fome fmall diluting
liquor fhould be provided tobe drank warm, in
order to encourage a free difcharge by perfpi-
. ration or urine, and to relieve the {tomach
when there is a difpofition to vomit.

If coftivenefs prevails, tho’ the medicine
frequently has the oppofiteeffe@, this circum-
ftance muft be particularly attended to.

In fome full or fanguine conftitutions, a
purge and the lofs of fome blood may be
thought neceffary before the infufion is given:
But as it is imagined, that no one will ad-
minifter a medicine of this efficacy without
fome knowledge of phyfic, moft directions of
this kind will, it is prefumed, be beft fupply’d
occafionally. o

As to the fort of Nightthade which fhould
“be made afe of, I cannot difcover any effen-
tial difference in the effeéts between the Gar-
den and the Deadly Night{hade ; nordo I be-

lieve
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fieve it of much importance whether the leaf
be frefh or dry. I have not yet tried the other
{pecies (the bitter {weet) {ufficiently to {peak
of it with certainty, but am inclined to think,
~ from the ufe I have hitherto made of it, that
it partakes of the virtues of the other
two. This fimilarity of effets in plants of
very different appearances, is a circumftance
as remarkable as the effeéts themfelves are ex-
traordinary.

To thefe obfervations I fhall fubjoin, as a
fubjet of curiofity, an account of the various
purpofes for which the Nightfhade has been
formerly employed,

There are three different plants, natives of

England, which are known by the name of
Nightfhade.

1. (1) Common, or Garden Nightthade.

This plant, thq’ of late years it has fallen
into negle&, was formerly ufed in medicine

(1) Solanum officinarum, C. B.

' Vulgare, Park, |

Hortenfe, Ger.

— Hortenfe feu vulgare, J. Bauh.
Nigrum, Linn,

cxternall_y
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externally for feveral difeafes; () in poul-
tices, both aloneand compounded, for difor-
ders of the eyes, head-achs, heart-burns and
king’s evil. Its exprefled juice was alfo ufed
for the fame purpofes, and for acrimonious
defluxions and painsin the ear. In the fame
form it has been looked on as an excellent re~
medy for inflammations of the venereal kind,
(#) and for ulcers (¢}. It has been applied to
the wrifts, and given in gargles, and, as it is
faid, with fuccefs in fevers. A liniment made
of the fame, compounded with houfeleek
and white of eggs, applied warm, has been
thought of wonderful efficacy in cold tumors
of the breaft. The whole (d) plant, and a

water diftilled from it, is recommended in
inflammations, fcirrhufes, &c.

Some authors (¢) difapprove the internal ufe
of this plant, and Wepfer (7)) gives' an acw
count of three children poifoned by it; yet

(2) Diofcor. lib, iv. ¢, 71.

(%) Raj. Hift. Plant. 673. Trag. Hift. Plant. 305.
(¢) Cafalpin. de Plant. 213.

(d) Linn. Mat. Med. fect. g4.

(¢) Raj. loc. cit. Fuchf, Hift. Plant. 729.

(f) De Cicut, Aquat. 224,

Dioﬁ:orides
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Diofcorides mentions it as efculent, which
feems impofiible, if he meant the fame plant
that is now called the Garden Nightfhade, ag
muft be evident by the preceding hiftory.
Other botanical writers mention it alfo as
ufed in food ; but as they in general are mere
tranfcribers from him, no ftrefs could be laid
on their teftimony, if one of them (g ), who
lived in the fixteenth century, had not afferted
the fame thing, asit were, of his own know-
ledge. His words are, ¢ A multis Nationibus
eftur in olere”, and he cannot well be fuppofed
to miftake the plant. The curious perhaps
may think it worth while to enquire farther
into this affair; but however this miftake, if
it be a miftake, may have arifen, and how-
ever unfit this plant may be for food, yet it
appears from an author (4) of great accuracy
and knowledge in plants, that it was com-
monly made ufe of by phyficians internally
in many cafes, as inflammations of the fto-
mach and bowels, for heat of urine, and for

the ftone. The effe& of it was {weating ; 2
(¢) Ruellius de Nat. Stirp. lib, iii. ¢, 109,
(b) Cafalpin. de Plant, 213,
water
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water of it, but he does not fay how obtain=
ed, being given with wormwood to the quan-
tity of three ounces. "

2. (2) Bitter Sweet, or woody Night[hade:.

It does not appear that this plant is defcrib=
ed either by Theophraftus or Diofcorides. In
Jatter times it is frequently mentioned, and
has been ufed externally by way of poultice
to afluage pains in the breaft, and to difperfe
tumors (7); internally for the dropfy, for
the jaundice, for contufions and wounds, to
diffolve coagulated blood, and to open obftruc-
tions in the liver and fpleen. It is faid to be
diuretic and purgative, particularly of the
bile. Linnzus, who, as he declares, has been
very cautious in attributing virtues to medi<
cines, of which he had not fufficient proof,
either from his own experience, or that of

credible witnefles, recommends (£) two oun-

(2) Selanum feandens feu dulcamara, C. B. Lin,
—— Lignofum feu dulcamara, Park.
—— Amara dulcis, Ger.
—— Gycypicros {eu amara dulcis. Bauh,
(/) Raj. Hift. Plant, 671,
. (#) Mat. Med, § 95..
cen
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ces of the ftalks of it (but does not fay whe-
ther by decoction or infufion) in contufions,
rheumatifms, jaundice, pleurify and afthma,
as a moft powerful remedy, though feldom
ufed. |

A late * Writer obferves, that the efficacy
of this plant in purifying the blood was un-
known till Linnzus made ufe of the ftalks:
Before this time the leaves only were prefcrib-
ed, and even now he fays, few are acquainted
- with its virtues, as it 1s generally given in too

{mall a dofe.

3. (3) Deadly Nightfhade, or Dwale. Ger.

Theophraftus defcribes certain plants under
the name of Strychnos, one of which is fup-
pofed by fome authors to be this Nightfhade;
but the defcription being very imperfe&, and
fome of the notes not agrecing with it, it
feems impoflible to decide any thing about it

*_}' G. Beyerftein, Obftac. Medicin. Amznit. ﬂuad:m.
vol. iii. pag. 70.
(3) Solanum melanocerafus, C, B,
Belladonna, Cluf,
Atropa, Lin.

4 with
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with certainty. The fame perhaps may be
faid in relation to Diofcorides, and this dif=
ficulty has forced Cefalpinus (7) to fuppofe
that he has joined the defcription of two
plants together. However, this is a pointof
very little confequenee ; fince neither of thofe
ancient authors attribute any medicinal vir-
tues to the plant in queftion.

Later writers () make frequent mention
of it, and give many inftances of its poifon=
ous effects; particularly upon children. Every
part of this plant may be ufed externally, but
the frefh leaves of it, bruifed and applied to
the breaft, have been found very eflicacious
in cancerous humours, if we may believe the
teftimony of a very ingenious and eandid wri-
ter (7) who firft made the difcovery. An ins
fufion of its berries given internally operates
by fwecat, and has been ufed with great fuc-

cefs in inflammations (¢) and dyfenteries (7 ).

() De Plantis, 213. |
_ (m) Raj. Hift. Plant. 670. Bod. a Stapel. Comm. in
Theophr. 1078. 2.

(n) Willoughby, apud Raj. Hift, Plant. 680.

(2) Tragus, Stirp. Hift. 305. |

(¢) Raj.Hift. Plant, Linn. Mat, Med, § 95.

Virneg_a
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Vinegar is faid to be an antidote againﬂ:_it—s
poifonous quality. R

Thefe extracts, which were inferted at the
defire of my very valuable friend Mr. Stilling-
fleet, may ferve to fhew the charadter which
the Nightthade had acquired formerly.

It will appear by them that many and great
virtues have been attributed to this plant,
though the ufes of it, and its common opera-
tions uvpon the body, have been defcribed
with too little exactnefs or certainty to afford
much inftruction for prattice,

1 find likewife that the Nightfhade has
been recommended by other writers: (g)
Juncker parﬁcularly {peaks of two cafes of
cancers cured by it, and recommends the fu-
ture ufe of it; but upon the whole we meet
with very little fatisfaction upon the fubject.
One notion feems to have prevailed in general,
that there was fome fpecific, or very powerful
property, in Nightthade, for the cure or relief
of cancerous diforders. But however ftrongly
this notion has prevailed, it has by no means
been properly determined. A meodern writer,

(¢) Confpect. Chirurg, pag. 314.
b Dr.
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Dr. Lambergen, a profeflor of phyfic abroad,
gave the hiftory of a cafe fome time ago ferv-
ing to c{}nﬁrm this opinion. In the year 1754,
he printed, as I am informed, at Groningen,
an inaugural oration, to which was added an
account of 3 cancer in 2 woman’s breaft that
had been radically cured by the infufion of
the Deadly Nightfhade. In the Bibliotheque
des beaux arts & des fciences for the months
of January, February, and March, 1755, there
is an abftract of this hiftory. It was the latter
of thefe which I read, and which determined
me to try the effects of this plant. I {hall not
enter here into a detail of the particularsrelated
by Dr. Lambergen. ’Tis fufficient to obferve,
that it was the united opinionof the doctor and
three other Phyficians, that the cafe related
was a confirmed cancer. We are afterwards
informed that the diforder was cured by an
infufion of the Dﬁadl}? nghtfhade or Bella-
donna,and that the patient had remained per--
fectly freefromthecomplainteightyears, when
this account was originally printed. Itis how-

ever a circumftance very extraordirary, that fo
many



the SoLANUM or NIGHTSHADE. 38

many years had elafped without any other cure
appearing to have been effected by the fame
perfon, and by the fame medicine. It is hardly
to be fuppofed that Dr. Lambergen had not
made fomeother trialsin an affair feemingly {o
important to his own reputation, as well as to
the happinefs of thoufands. Yet there is great
reafon to imagine he had not. If he had re-
peated his experiments and they had failed,
he never could have offered this cafe to the
public afterwards ; if he had fucceeded again,
he certainly would have confirmed his firft
account by the addition of other inftances.
It feems farther probable that he never did
repeat the experiment, from his filence about
the remarkable effe&s which the infufion is
now generally found to have upon the natural
evacuations of the body.

I have lately endeavoured to procure other
intelligence concerning this affair, but have
not yet met with any fufficiently fatisfactory
to be related. We thall foon however {upply
this want by the more certain teftimony of
our own experience. The medicine is now
introduced into our hofpitals, where its real

D2 ufes
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ufes will be pubhckly kn{}wn ; where prejus
dice or want of abilities will be lefs likely to
miflead than the reliance upon any one man’s
judgment; and to {peak of experimentsin ge-
neral where facs are not fo liable to be mifre-
prefented as in a more confined and private
pradtice, for the enchancement of gﬂin'ﬂr the
fupport of falfe pretenfions.

1 am far from being convinced that the in-
fufion of Nightfhade will cure a confirmed
cancer, though it is probable that great ad-
vantages will be found from it in fome cales
that feem approaching to a cancerous ftate.
Whatever be the power of the medicine in
this refpect, I have the fatisfaction to think
that fuccefs attends the ufe of it in fome dif-
orders, and that,in cafes where it fails to cure,
“it will fometimes at leaft afford great ‘eafe and
relief: nor has it been {ubjec, as far as my
practice has extended to produce any Iaﬁmg
1il confequence.

P:Q: 8 T 8.C:R+L BT

HE author of the preceding obfervations
takes this opportunity to remark, that

as medicines of feemingly the fame properties
are
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are fometimes found to act very differently in
differéent conflitutions, the f{ame circum-
{tances may iiappcn in the ufe of the Garden
and the Deadly Nightthade: One of them
may in particular inftances agree better and
prove more effectual than the other. He
defires likewife to obferve, that tho’ he can-
not pofitively fay there is any effential dif-
ference in the ufual effects of thefe two plants,
he is inclined to think that the Garden Night-
fhade may be milder in its operation than the
other; at leaft he would in general recom-
mend the trial of that firft. Upon the whole,
if neither, after a few trials of them, occafion
-any encreafe of the natural evacuations, he
would advife a difcontinuance of them; as a
perfeverance with enlarged dofes, under fuch
circumftances, might in fome conftitutions
probably irritate too much, and as he ima-
gines that little good can be expefted from this
medicine, where it does not vifibly promote
fome of the natural difcharges of the body.

D 3 A SUP-
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LMOST four menths having paffed
fince the firft publication of the pre-
ceding account of the Nightfhade, it

is reafonable to fuppofe that a more enlarged
experience of its effets may have enabled me
to judge with greater certainty of its ufes. It
might appear at leaft very inattentive or difin-
genuous intirely to pafs over in filence any cir=
cumftances which may have fince occurred,
thatrelateeflentially tothe adminiftration of this
medicine. I fhall endeavour therefore now to
give fuch a fartheraccount, as will I hope con-
duce to an advantageous ufe of it where there

18
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is a probability of fuccefs, and prevent its being
employed to any injurious degree, where the
diforder is not likely to be relieved by it, or

where the fymptoms may be aggravated by
the attempt.
In the firft account which I gave of the

Nightthade, I endeavoured chiefly to efta-
blith the characer of this medicine as a pow-
erful promoterof moftof thenatural difcharges
of the body, leaving it to farther trials to de-
termine, what at that time feemed doubtful,
whether it had any {pecific property for the
cure of any particular difeafe. Iamnow per-
fuaded that there is very littlereafon to believe
it has any fpecific property, that is, not any
fuch peculiar and unaccountable power as
is found to be in the bark for the cure of
an ague, or in mercury for the cure of the
venereal difeafe; but that, like many other
medicines, it is to be confidered chiefly as
it operates in promoting the common dif=
charges of thelbody: I fay chiefly, becaufe

in f{everal inftances, and particularly upon
the firft ufe of the medicine, it is found to

have in fome degree the power of procuring
{leep and eafing pain. Allowing then that the
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'Nightﬂﬁde is not endued with any diftin=
guifhable fpecific property, the future ufe of
it may of courfe be dire&ted with lefs difficulty
and with more propriety; fince there remain
but two principal objefts to be confidered,
namely, what its operations upon the dif-
charges of the body are, and what complaints
may indicate the giving of a medicine alt-
ing in fuch a manner. In the preceding
account I have mentioned the effeéts which
it commonly has upon the fecretions— that a
heat or warmth being diffufed over the body
is fucceeded by aplentiful {weat, and fome-
times by a gentle purging the next day—that,
if a fweat does not break out, an extraordi-
nary difcharge of urine is generally the con-
fequence, which is fometimes followed like-
wife by a purging—and that one or more of
the natural evacuations are almoft always in-
creafed by it. This account, I make no doubt,
will correfpond withthe experiments of others
as nearly as the effects of any medicine can
be expedted to do in different conftitutions.
and under different circumftances and ftates

of health,

Since
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Since therefore there is very little reafon to
believe that the Nightthade 1is endued with
any {pecific property, and fince it is not to
be confidered as relative only to one difeafe,
but, to be regarded chiefly as it may affe&t the
common difcharges of the body; of courfe
itis to be given difcretionally like other me-
dicines which operate by ftool, perfpiration,
or urine, in fuch a manner and on fuch occa-
fions as the prefcriber fhall judge proper. But
as I have oblerved in my account, that in
fome inftances this medicine had been found
ferviceable in particular diforders, and as
I have given fome cafes relating to thofe
diforders, I fhall now add fuch other re-
marks as more experience and refletion have
fuggefted to me, and which may ferve more

fully to determine what was there intimated.
The diforders which I have there menti-
oned were foul and painful ulcers, pains in
particular parts of the body, and fcorbutic e-
ruptions ; to which are added two cafes of 2
cancerous nature.
In regard to the firft of thefe, I would be

underftood to mean fuch kind of ulcers as
have
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been have of fome continuance, and which
are brought into a healing ftate with difficulty.
If we enquire properly into the hiftory of
thefe cafes, we fhall find, that the ulcer is
but one fymptom of a general diforder—that
the evil, the fcurvy, the fupprefiion of fome
natural difcharge, a fudden check to, or the
difappearance of, an eruption upon the fkin
— in {hort fome conftitutional humour in the
blood, or fome more recent and accidental
diforder affe&ing the habit in general, has
either preceded or attends the complaint we
are {peaking of. Agreeable to this obferva-
tion, we find from experience, that different
methods of cure are neceflary to be under-
taken in different conftitutions: Thus, tho’
we find that bleeding, moderate purging, re-
gularity of diet, reft, and a due attention to
the fituation of the part difordered, will fre-
quently have a very good effect, yet to heal
the ulcer perfectly, and to keep it healed af-
terwards, recourfe muft be often had to means
more apprcnpriated to the peculiar difpofition
of the conftitution, or to the prevailing hu-
mour in the blood at that time. But exclu-

ive of the medicines which are direted by
the
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the phyfician on thefe occafions, many of
which are zeckoned of the alterative kind, we
often obferve, that fome particular evacua-
tion will not only be more ufeful than others,
but is more agreeable to the conftitutions of
particular perfons. Thus, where purging,
vomiting, or bleeding cannot either be fuf-
ficiently repeated, or elfe prove ineffeGtual,
the difcharge by the fkin is fometimes found
beneficial ; and in fome inftances the Night-
fhade has operated very favourably in this ref-
pe&t, even where other medicines given for
the fame purpofe have not been of any fervice
at all. The great quantity of urine which is
fometimes difcharged whillt the medicine
operates profufely by fweat, may likewife be
another ufeful circumiftance towards clearing

the blood of fome oftenfive humours: Nor
ought to be omitted as ufelefs the other qua-

lities of the medicine which it frequently has
of procuring reft and eafing pain, by which the
digeftion of fome fores is greatly mended, as
well as the patient relieved. But notwithftand-
ing thefe repeated and uncommon evacua-
tions may in fome cafes clear the blood from
the lefs obftinate, and recent humours that

affet
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affeét it, we find that where there is a con=
ftitutional difeafe, or where any habitual hu-
mour has long prevailed, the ulcer, thoungh
it may heal very readily with this medicine,
will, as often happens after other methods
of treatment for the like cafes, be fome-
times apt to break out again, or the difeafe
to appear in fome other form; fince as there
does not appear to be any fpecific virtue in
the medicine, the original humour is not
neceffarily eradicated, becaufe the fym-
ptoms difappear. For this reafon, though
the Night-thade had a very remarkable
good effet in the woman’s cafe related
in the firft account, by giving almoft im-
mediate eafe to a very painful fore which
fpread over great part of the leg; though
in a few days this medicine removed the
pain in her head and limbs, which was
{o exceffive as almoft totally to 'deprive her
of reft for fix weeks together; though it re-
ftored the woman to the ufe of her limbs after
fhe had been bedrid many months ; and not-

withftanding fhe has had a good fhare of
health



the SOLANUM or NIGHTSHADE., 4.8

health {ince; yet it now appears, that when
the ulcer was-juft healed and a perfeét cure
expedted, the fore remains unclofed; ferv-
ing, it fthould feem, as an iffue which na-
- ture has formed on the part, and as a necel-
fary drain for the difcharge of fome conftitu-
tional humour.

Thus likewife the young woman mentioned
as the fifth cafe, though fhe continued till late-
ly free from the complaints whichfhe had in
~the hofpital, except that fhe has been fome
times fubject to {light heats in her fkin, has
now a fore broke out upon her leg; and this
probably, as was intimated in the pre-
ceding account, will be attended with
difficulty in healing, or be liable to a
return after it is healed, unlefs the ob-
{tructions peculiar to her fex, and with
which fhe has been fome time affeGed, can
be removed.

From the frequent relapfes of this fort, and
from the account which I thajl hereafter give
of cancerous complaints, I fhould imagine
that the woman’s diforder in the check,
is much more likely to become bad again,

than
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than to remain in the ftate it was in when the
left the hofpital,

It may feem unneceflary after this, and after
declaring that there does not appear to be any
{pecific virtue in the Nightfhade, to obferve,
that no lafting and confiderable advantage
can accrue from the ufe of it for {fo obfli-
nate and fo peculiar a humour as the
evil.

Pains in particular parts of the body, which
have been of long continuance, and are apt to
return after they have been removed, do not
very often admit of any other than a tempo-
rary relief from any medicine, being ufually
fuppofed owing to fome general diforder in
the blood, as the gout, a confirmed rheuma-
tifm, or an inveterate fcurvy; but in cafes
lefs complicated, where the caufe of the dif~
eafe is more recent, and where repeated
{weats have either been judged preferable to
other evacuations, or proper to aflift them,

the 'Nightthade has proved very fervicea-
ble.

Scorbutic eruptions feem to have fome re-
femblance with the preceding diforders, ef-
pecia]ly
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pecially as they may arife from a conftituti-
onal caufe, or may proceed likewife from a
caufe more recent and accidental. Inf{ome of
thefe the Nightfhade, which operated pro-
fufely by perfpiration and urine, leflened the
eruptions very much, and removed the pain
in the limbs which accompanied the other
complaint; and this it did after the warm
bath and other means had failed: Some-
times the eruptions have quite difappeared,
but they either appeared again afterwards, or
fome complajnt of the ftomach, head, &c.
enfued, and the fame confequence happened
from the other methods that were tried in
thefe cafes. Where the difeafe has been of
lefs ftanding, and the medicine operated rea-
dily by {fweat, the benefit has been more laft-
ing.

I thall next confider the effets which the
Night{hade has had in cancerous diforders, or
fuch as were apprehended to be of that nature;
an article which I might perhaps with more
propriety have begun with, as it hasbeen the
principal reafon why I have haftened the pub-
lication of this fecond part of my account.

It
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It is plain from the account which I have
related of the ufes to which the Nightthade
has been formerly applied, that an opinion
had long prevailed of this plant’s being en~
dued with fome particular power for the cure,
of cancers. The affertions of many eminent
writers leave no room to doubt of the preva-
lency of fuch a belief; yet, if the opinion had
been well founded, one would have f{uppofed
that the medicine muft have been brought
into general pradtice, and the reputation of
it have been eftablithed for the cure of a dif-
eafe fo diftru&ive to the happinefs and lives
of many. But if we confider the fate of fome
other medicines which are now in conftant
ufe, and which are by much the moft valua-
ble of any in our poffeffion — if we confider
that mercury was in a great meafure difufed
on account of the ill effeé@s of it after it was
firft known in the cure of the venereal difeafe
—that antimony which is now given by every
body, and is fuppofed to be the bafis of al-
moft all our celebrated fecret medicines, was
forbid abroad to be ufed at all internally—that
{o excellent 2 medicine as the bark has met
with



e SOLANUM or NIGHTSHADE. 49

with almoft infuperable difficulties in being
mntroduced into practice, is ftill difliked by
many, and its virtues, at leaft till lately,
very imperfe@ly known out of England — if
we add to thefe confiderations, the prejudice,
or inattention, with which too many are apt
to receive any difcovery of this fort, it was
not unreafonable to fufpect that fome virtue
might be found in the plant, for the alleviation
of the fymptoms at leaft, if not for the cure,
of cancers ; and in a diforder of this unhappy
nature every pofiible means of relief demands
the utmoft attention. The account which
Dr. Lambergen gave (authorized by the joint
opinion of three other phyficians) that he had
radically cured a confirmed cancer in the
breaft, asit wasthe immediate occafion of my
trying this medicine, waslikewife a very rea-
fonable inducement to make the experiment,
though the relation of his cafe is not attend-
ed with every circumftance that could be de-
fired.

The refult of my expetriments determin-
ed more in favour of the medicine, as an
extraordinary promoter of the natural dif-

E charges
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charges of the body, thanas having any fpe-
cific property for the cureof cancers; and
therefore in my introduction to the two can-
cerous cafes, in my obfervations upon Lam-
bergen’s account, and in the conclufion of
the pamphlet, I have endeavoured to guard
againft the too hafty belief of fo defirable an
event ; but as I have already mentioned the
common operations of the medicine, and
have before given my reafons for publifhing
an account of them, I fhall proceed to give
fuch a farther hiftory of the effeéts of the
Nightfhade, particularly of fuch cafes where
there was an apprchenfion of a cancerous
difpofition, as will, I fear, leave little room

to hope, that it has any f{pecific property for
the cure of this difeafe.

Elizabeth Prynne, a woman 65 years of
nge, living in Brick-ftreet, near Piccadilly,
was affeted about eight months ago with a
forenefs in the back part of her throat, unat-
tended with fever or any other complaint at
that time. The forenefs increafed, and in
three weeks was {o troublefome as to occafion
a difliculty of fwallowing even. liquids with-

4 | out
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out confiderable pain. The paiﬁ became af-
terwards {fo acute, that the woman fuffered
extremely when fhe attempted to get down
milk, broth, or any other mild and liquid
nourithment : She continued in this ftate fe-
veral weeks. She felt likewife darting pains

which frequently ftruck up each fide of her
head with great violence; nor did fhe attempt
to {fpeak, unlefs urged to it by neceffity, as
the motion of the difeafed parts on that occa-
fion gave great pain. She had been blooded,
purged, bliftered, &c. and had ufed gargles
to the throat, without finding the leaft advan-
tage. WhenI firft faw her about five months
ago, fhe was not only in the condition juit
defcribed in regard to her throat, but was {o
weakened by pain, want of reft and want of
nourifhment (being afraid to attempt {wallow-
ing often on account of the great pain it gave
her) that fhe could not probably-have lived
much longer without relief.
Upon examining her throat, I difcovered
a very foul ulcer on the back-part of it,
which extended up the fide of each tonfil.
E 2 It
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It was fufpected to bevenereal, andit had much
the appearance of fuch a fore; but I was foon
fatisfied that this fufpicion was gmundiaﬁ.
Corifidering Her age dnd weaknefs of body,
as well as the nature of the difeafe, I expect-
ed little advantage would accrue from any
affiftance that might be offered her ; but not
to leave her deftitute of hope, I gave her an
infufion of the Garden Nightthade, which,
as it had nothing fharp or difagreeable in the
tafte, and the dofe being only a fmall quan-
tity of a clear liquid, might be f{wallowed
with lefs difficulty than many other medicines.
She continued the ufe of the infufion ten or
twelve days without finding the leaft amend-
ment ; but after that time fhe began to be a
little eafier, and in five weeks from the firft
ufe of the Nightfhade, fhe could fwallow fo-
lid food without difficulty. The foreson the
tonfils healed, the ulcer on the back-part of
her throat grew gradually better; and at laft
intirely difappeared. The pain which ufed
to {trike up each fide of herhead ceafed as the
{fores in her throat grew eafy, and whenthe

had
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had recovered the power of fwallowing freely,
the was foon reftored to her natural ftrength;
finding in the very hot weather, when fhe
took this medicine, little inconvenience from
the ufeof it, though it generally {weated her
plentifully every fecond or third night, and
purged her once or twice the next day: It
occafioned likewife a confiderable increafe of
urine. The two or three firft dofes were at-
tended with fome ficknefs and giddinefs ; but
thefe fymptoms ceafed after that time, and
never difordered her again, except once or
twice {lightly, during the whole courfe. She
began with an infufion of one grain of the
Garden Nightfthade, which fhe continued
about three weeks at the diftance before men-
tioned. The dofe was afterwards increafed
to two grains, and with this quantity the went
on about three months; the operation of the
medicine being nearly the fame all the time.
About a fortnight after the fore in her throat
was healed, fthe was feized with a violent
pain in the back-part of her head, but by

the ufe of common methods this complaint

Beag- oy was
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was for a time removed, and fhe feemed re-
markably well. Since then fhe had another
attack of the fame kind, which was re-
moved by the fame means. Except the
medicines the took lately, on account of the
pain in her head, fhe never made ufe of any
other, either internally, or by way of appli-
cation to the throat, during'all the time of
her taking the Nightthade. Her throat is
quite clear from any vifible foulnefs or fore
at prefent, but fhe fometime feels a {light pain
lower down. What the event will be, muft
be determined by time. If the fore returns
again, 1t will probably be deemed a cancer: If
not, and fhe enjoys her health as the does now,
it will hardly be allowed that name (7).

Mrs. Sj;mpﬁ::-n, at Mr. Stacy’s in Rofe-
ftreet, Covent-Garden, aged 62, about a
year ago, without having received any hurt
upon the part, felt a knob in her right breaft.
It was not at that time painful, but in a few

(r) She had a flight appearance of the complaint

after this, but was foon cured, and has fince been remark-
ably well.

months
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months the {welling increafed confiderably,
and was attended with with {o much pain as
to difturb her reft. When 1 firft faw her,
about four months ago, the fwelling affected
the whole breaft, and extended to the arm-pit.
In both places it was intenfely hard and ad-
hered firmly, and feveral ulcers appeared on
the furface of the breaft. She had dreflfed
the fores with foftening applications, and had
fometimes been purged with falts, but with-
out any relief. She took one grain of the
Garden Nightfhade infufed, which put her
into a moderate fweat that lafted fix or {even
hours: It occafioned likewife a confiderable
increafe of urine, and purged her once the
next day. She generally took the Nightthade
afterwards every fecond or third night; the
dofe being increafed at laft to three grains.
The operation of it was almoft conftantly the
fame. She never felt any head-ach, heat,
giddinefs, ficknefs, or drowfinefs. Her ap-
petite and {pirits were better than they had
been. She continued in this courfe about
ten weeks without taking any other medicine:
In moft of this time the flept well and had

E 4 very
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very little pain, except that now and then in
the day fhe felt fome fhootings in the fores.
A fullnefs in the parts furrounding the hard-
nefs was difperfed by this means; but the
hardnefs itfelf and the fores appeared to be
quite unaltered. About this time fhe caught
cold, and had feverith complaints, She was
blooded, and ufed other means common on
fuch occafions; but leaving off the Night-
fhade, her pains returned, notwithftanding
the evacuations which had been ufed for her
fever. At her own requeft, fhe began to
take the Nightfhade again, which made her
eafier, and operated as before in moderate
{weats and gentle purging; but fhe was
foon afterwards feized with a very trouble-
fome cough, and other bad fymptoms, which
proved fatal to her. She had the appearance
of a mote flying fometimes before one of her
eyes, but never felt any pain in either of
them, nor found the leaft defe& or alteration
in her fight.

Mrs. Lang, a gentlewoman in Princes-
ftreet, near Gerrard-ftreet, Leicefter-fields,
aged 57, has been afflited with cancerous

complaints in both breafts for fome years.
One
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One of them has been long ulcerated and al-
moft defiroyed ; and hardly any cafe can be
worfe than the condition of this unfortunate
gentlewoman. As {he had not received any
alleviation of her complaints from the variety
of means which had been tried for her relief,
fhe defired to take the Nightthade. She took
the Garden fort three months, a grain ferving
foradofe. It put her into a moderate {weat,
which lafted fome hours: It increafed the
quantity of her water, and it purged her once
the day after takingit. The medicine hard-
ly ever varied in its effe@s, and as it never
occafioned the leaft inconvenience of head-
ach, giddinefs, ficknefs, or even faintnefs or
drowfinefs, or any one difagreeable confe-
quence, fhe repeated it almoft every night,
She flept very little before the took the Night-
fhade, but by means of this thehad good nights.
This happy eftet continued about nine weeks,
The medicine then ceafed to. have any ope-
ration upon the natural evacuations. The
dofe was increafed, butto no good purpofe :
It feemed rather to heat her, an effe@ which
the never found from it before, but the leay-
ing it off in time prevented an aggravation of

the



§8  Obfervations on the internal ufe of

the fymptoms, if in her cafe that expreflion
may be allowed. She began the ufe of the
medicine again fome time after, and found
relief from it, but this good effect did not
continue long.

A lady, 47 years of age, about a year and
half ago, accidentally received a hurt on her
left breaft, and in a few days afterwards fhe
felt a lump there of the bignefs of a hen’s
egg ; fhe was at that time not in a good ftate

- of health, having frequent attacks of feverith
diforders. She was blooded, purged, and
made ufe of foftening applications to the
part, but the {welling, attended with confi-
derable pain, foon increafed, and, .not long
after, appeared to be a confirmed and ulcerat-
ed cancer; the tumour being very large, the
fores {preading, and the pain increafing. The
other breaft likewife f{welled very much, be-
came very hard and painful, and fometimes
fhe was affected with fevere pains in different
parts of the body. She defired to take the
Nightthade. She began with half a grain of
the Garden Nightthade, which had no ef-
fe€t. She increafed the dofe gradually and
carefully to feven grains; but as it failed to

increafe
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increafe any of the natural difcharges,
at leaft having but a very flight effect
that way, and as the patient was naturally
coftive, tho’ this circumftance was as much

guarded againft as poflible, the thought that
the medicine began to heat her, and, at my

requeft, immediately defifted from any fur-
ther ufe of it.

A lady in the country, who had long had a
cancer in one of her breafts, which had been
ulcerated a confiderable time, and which had
{ometimes been fubject to bleed, refolving to
try the Nightfhade, applied to me four months
ago for direftions about taking it. She took
the Deadly Nightfhade near three months.
Having heard but once from her during this
time, 1 defired to know the effeéts of the
medicine ; and am informed by her, that fhe
took it almoft every night—that it generally
{fweated her moderately in the morning, in-
creafing her urine flightly,and purgingh er two
or three times every day—that her {pirits were
low, and her appetite grew worfe—that fhe
did not find it occafioned any giddinefs; that
it affeCted her eyes, but feldom made her fick.
She increaled the dofe to five grains. She

found
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found no confiderable alteration in her breaft
for fome time after taking the Nightfhade,
but at laft imagined the fores grew larger, the
pain rather more acute, and the bleedings
more frequent. I immediately defired her to
defift, which I thould have done much foon-
er, as well as have prevented her taking the
medicine {o often, if I had been {fufficiently
apprized of the circumftances juft related.

~ About the fame time I was defired, by ano-
ther lady in the country, to give her direéti-
ons for the ufe of this medicine. This lady
had been troubled about two years with a
very large and painful cancerous fwelling in
one of her breafts, which extended towards

the arm-pit, and was adherent. She began
with one grain of the Deadly Nightthade;
but the medicine had little effect till the had
taken three grains for a dofe. It then ope-
rated confiderably by fweat, and, as fhe in-
formed me, without lowering her {pirits,
She was obliged afterwards to increafe the
dofe, which generally operated more or lefs
in the fame way, though fometimes it failed.
It fometimes affeted her with a giddinefs.
She drank occafionally fome Cheltenham wa-

ter,
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ter, which fhe had ufed before to keep her
open. She continued the medicine between
two and three months, except for about a
a fortnight, when fhe had a fit of the goutin
her foot. The account which I received a
month ago gave me no room to expett any
{ervice from this medicine, but as the was de-
firous to continue it, I recommended her to
take it only once in 3 or 4 days, and to ufe
the Garden Nightfhade inftead of the other.
I am now informed, that fhe has fometimes
fince taken one fort, and fometimes the other
—that fhe thinks the Garden Nightfhade a-
grees beft with her, but that fhe cannot po-
fitively fay, fhe has received any confiderable
fervice from either.
A you.ag woman, belonging to a gentlewo-
man, who lodges at Mr. Price’s a tobacconift
in Sherrard-ftreet, Golden-{quare, had a {wel-

ling in her right breaft, which fhe attributed

to a blow that fhe received accidentally upon

| the part fome months before. At the time of

the accident fhe felt a great deal of pain, but

| it foon ceafed, and the did not perceive any

fwelling till a month afterwards. She then
felt a confiderable fulnefs and hardnefs in the

breaft.
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breaft. When 1 firit faw her, which was
about four months ago, the had a tumour in
the middle of her breaft, which was almoit
as big as a hen’s egg, and, according to her
own and her friends reprefentation, had been
of that fize about ten weeks. The fwelling
was not fo intenfely hard as a confirmed {chir=
rus, but was attended with fo much pain as
frequently to interrupt her reft many hours in
the night. 'The month before I faw her the
had been blooded and frequently purged, but
without finding the leaft advantage. I was
defired to give her the Nightthade. She took
an infufion of a grain of the Garden Night-
thade, which heated her for fome little time,
and made her breaft more painful than ufual ;
but fhe foon fell into a profufe {weat, which
continued feveral hours. It occafioned like-
wife a great increafe of urine. She repeated
the fame dofe two nights after, which had
nearly the fame effect. She felt very little
pain after the fecond dofe, and the {welling
foon afterwards began to decreafe. She took
the Night{hade every fecond, third, or fourth
night, about five weeks, in which time the
tumour gradually leflened, and was at length

perfectly
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perfe@ly difperfed, being probably no other
than a fimple obftruction from the blow or
bruife before mentioned, as the Nightfhade
did not in other cafes, which might be thought
fimilar, prove of any confiderable ufe. She
never took more than a grain and a half at a
dofe, and after two or three dofes, felt no
inconvenience whilft it operated, except that
it twice made her a little fick and giddy. She
remains perfectly well.

Efther Williams, aged 30, a fervant living
with a lady in Dean-ftreet, Soho, about a year
ago felt a lump towards the upper part of her
left breaft, without having received any hurt
that could occafion it. It was then of the fize
of a large walnut, and free from pain.Ten weeks
ago fhe applied to me. The tumour was at
that time fome what enlarged, and was fome-
times attended with fhooting pains in it, but
- not acute. She had been blooded and fre-
quently purged, but found no advantage from
any means that were employed for her. She
took half a grain of the Garden Nightfhade,
which made her fick and giddy a few minutes,
then threw her into a moderate {weat, increaf-
ed the quantity of her water, and purged her
three times the next day. The next dofe

having
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having much lefs effe&, the took a whole
grain, and the dofe was afterwards increafed
to a grain and a half. She took the medicine
fix weeks, generally every fecond or third
day. In this time it {weated her three or
four times flightly, but its common effets
were an increafe of urine, and a purging two
or three times after each dofe. She had ge-
nerally a watering in her eyes the morning
after taking the medicine, which ceafed in
half an hour, and never left the leaft incon-
venience. She had not any return of the fick-
nefs or giddinefs after the firft dofe, but fhe
fometimes found herfelf drow{y an hour or
two the day after taking the medicine, though
at other times the was well and hearty, and
felt little or no pain in her breaft. Finding
however that no progrefs was made in difiolv-
ing the hardnefs, I advifed her to leave off
the medicine; and if the pain increafes, fhe
propofes to have the tumour extirpated.

A lady about 30 years of age, having a fre-
quent tendency to an eruption on her {kin, a
great difficulty of breathing upon catching the
flighteft cold, and being in general of a tender
conftitution, advifed with me, three months

ago,
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ago, about a tumour in one of her brealls,
which complaint had been preceded by con-
fiderable pain. She had taken mercurial me-
dicines on thisoccafion, which had aggravated
the diforder; but by purfuing a milder courfe,
the fymptoms were foon after moderated.
When 1 faw her firft {he had an unequal and
very hard tumour in the breaft, about the fize
of a large walnut, attended with fome pain,
The lady having tried other methods without
any confiderable advantage, was defirous to
take the Nightthade. She began with half a
grain of the Garden Night(hade, but found
very little effet till the had increafed the dofe
to three grains; and even this quantity ope-
rated fo imperfectly, that{heincreafed the dofe
to five grains. 'This fweated her plentifully,
and did not in the leaft difagree with her in
other refpeds ; but having accidentally caught
cold, fhe was affected with her ufual difiiculty
of breathing on fuch occafions, though it did
not continue long. The lady went then into
the country, with a determination topurfue the
. ufe of the Nightfhade; but atfirft not meeting

with any but the Deadly Nightthade, fhe be-
gan with that, encreafing the dofe from two

¥ graing
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grains to five ; the effe@s of which, as I was
afterwards in formed, were, drowfinefs, gid-
dinefs, drynefs in her throat, a heat and pain in
her breaft, and a general heat and reftlefinefs ;
it likewife fwelled and affected her eyes fo that
fhe couldnotread, and atlaft brought on pretty
ftrong convulfive motions, but her head kept
clear, and the next day fhe found herfelf
hardly at all weakened by the violence of this
operation. 'The medicine feldom failed to
fweat, and it fometimes purged a little. She
had afterwards recourfe to the Garden Night_
fhade, which was not attended with any ill
‘effe&s. She increafed the dofe from two graing
(0 fix. ‘The operation of the medicine vari-
ed, efpecially at the latter part of the courfe.
It fometimes operated plentifully by perfpira-
tion or urine, and fometimes by both; at
other times it had no apparent effect. As it
feldom purged, fome opening waters were
taken occafionally. From the time of begin-
ning with the Garden Nightfhade, the heat,
head-ach, drynefs in the throat, giddinefs,
and other difagreeable {ymptoms ceafed. -She
continued the medicine, fecemed in perfect
‘good health in general, flept well, and felt

very
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very little pain in her breaft. After taking
the Garden Nightthade about five weeks, fhe
again caught cold, and was attacked with her
old diforder of difficultyinbreathing, attended
with a fever and a violent cough, Thefe com-
plaints continued feveral days. She afterwards

took the Nightthade again for about a fort-
night, which did not operate quite fo much as
before. She was however in good health and
. {pirits, {carcely ever felt any uneafinefs from
her breaft, and flept well; but as the hard-
nefs in her breaft was not vifibly leflened, I
advifed a difufe of the medicine. She now
does not feel any uneafinefs in her breaft, and
is in other refpects well.

Mrs. Dowding, at Mr. Laight’s, in Mar-
ket-ftreet, St. James’s Market, four years ago,
felt, without any preceding accident, a knot
about the bignefs of a pea in her left breaft,
which was loofe and not painful. 1In a year
after it was a little increafed, and attended
with a flight pain. It gradually grew larger
and rather more painful: but the pain was
not very confiderable till about a year ago. At
that time the fwelling pofiefled the whole
breaft, and often difturbed her reft. Th=

Y 2 tumour
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tumour was very hard and of an unequal
form, but did not adhere. She had taken
manna occafionally, and had been bled once
a month for fome time, but without finding
any alteration. About three months ago fhe
began to take the Garden Nightthade, begin-
ning with half a grain, and increafing the
dofe to a grain. She took it fourteen times at
the diftance of two or three days between each
dofe. She had a flight giddinefs for a few mi-
nutes with fix of the dofes, and was twice fick ;
but the common effects of the medicine were
a heat which broke out into a profufe fweat,
a confiderable increafe of urine, and a mode-
rate purging the fecond day after taking it.
The {weat which ran off from her in drops,
generally continued 8 or 9 hours; but though
at the time fhe took the Nightfhade the wea-
ther was remarkably hot, fhe found her
ftrength very little affected the day that the
medicine was working, and her fpirits re-
markably good in the intermediate days.
She obferved that during the operation of the
firft three dofes, the difordered breaft did
“not. fweat at all; but afterwards the me-

dicine
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dicine operated there as profufely as in the
reft of the body. She found herfelf confider-
ably eafier whilft the ufed this medicine, but
as I could not obferve any vifible alteration
in the breaft, I advifed her to let me take it
off, which fhe confented to, and appears now
perfetly well.

Thefe are all the cafes that I have feen,
where the Nightfhade has been given in dif-
orders of this kind, except two which I cafu-
ally faw, and had no particular account of ;
and likewife two others who were patients in
the hofpital.

Thefe laft were not immediatly nder my
direGion, but the principal circumftances that
relate to them are as follow :

One-of them William Hunter, g6 years of
age, had alarge and hard tumour on the low-
er lip, attended with a painful fore yielding
an ichorous difcharge. He begun with one
grain of the Deadly Nightfhade, which was
increafed afterwards to fix grains. The me-
dicine operated fometimes moderately by urine,
very little by {fweat, and fometimes it had no
apparent effect at all. It occafioned a head-

' E 3 ach
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ach and dirowfinefs, and two or three times
it affe¢ted him with a dimnefs, {o asto make
it difficult for him to read. This {ymptom
foon went off after the operation of thé me-

dicine was over. The fore was judged to

Took rather better, tho’, I think, the amend-
ment was very inconfiderable. After taking
the medicine about a month, he was feized
with a fit of the gout, a diforder he was fubje&
to. During this illnefs the difeafe in his lip
grew much worfe ; and he being weak, and
wanting a better air, was for a time difcharg-
ed from the hofpital. He is lately returned
much better in regard to his ftrength, but
worfe in refpe& to his lip. Being at this
admifiion into the hofpital under my care, 1
gave him two dofes of the Garden Nightfhade,
but finding that the pain was not at all reliev-
ed by it, and having no hopes of alleviating
the complaint when the medicine, as I found
in the prefent cafe, did not confiderably pro-
mote fome of the natural difcharges, Timme-
diately defifted from giving the Nightthade
‘any more, for fear of aggravating thofe {fymp-
toms which wete already very bad,

e The
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The other patient, John Muigrave, was
about fixty years of age. He had a cancer-
ous ulcer likewife on bis lower lip, but it
was much larger and more malignant than the
other, aftecting the greateft part of his lip,
near a third of which it had deftroyed, {pread-
ing likewife into his mouth, and under his
chin, and yielding a feetid difcharge. This
diforder began about a year before he came
to the hofpital, and lately increafed very faft

with great hardnefs, and confiderable pains.

~ He took an infufion of Deadly Nightthade,
beginning with one grain, and increafing it
to feven. 'The medicine had not much ef-
fe&t upon the natural evacuations. Sometimes
indeed it increafed the quantity of his urine,
but feldom very confiderably. It occafioned
a giddinefs, and affeted him feveral times
with violent head-achs, and pain in his Joins.
In general, it heated and difordered him; and,
as of courfe the complaint in his lip muft un-
der fuch circumftances be aggravated, the me-
dicine was left off.

From the preceding cafes and from others
which I have heard of, where fometimes a

F 4 good
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good effect in the beginning led into a too
ﬂattering hope of an happy event, itis, I think,
evident, there is not that {pecific property in
the Nightfhadefor the cure of confirmed can-
cers as it was hoped might have have been dif-
covered in this plant: To which muft be ad-

ded, that if it is not given with attention and -

caution, and efpecially if the ufe of it is pur-
fued where it is found to difagree, it may ag-

gravate the fymptoms which it was defigned

to relieve. _

In order to make the ufe of the medicine
asadvantageous as poffible in cafes wherethere
is a probability of fuccefs, and to prevent any
injury arifing from the experiment, I fhall
beg leave to offer fuch farther remarks and di-
rections as my own experience and the prac-
tice of others have fuggefted to me, Previous
to thefe direGtions I muft obferve, that as the
fpecies of this plant, called Deadly Nightfhade,
has been found to beattended with troublefome
fymptoms, I fball enforce what I have be-
fore recommended, the ufe of the Garden
Nightﬂlﬂde. |
~ Bleceding, a purge, or avomit, either one
or all, fhould generally precede the ufe of this
medicine. ' The
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The infufion of one grain is as much as
ever thould be given for the firft dofe; and as
a quarter of a grainis fometimes foundto pro-
duceavery confiderable effe¢t itmaybequite as
well to begin in general with that quantity,
The exaltnefs of the quantity may be eafily
afcertained byinfufing one grain of the Night-
- thade in four ounces of water, and dividing it
afterwards into fmaller dofes.

The medicine fhould be generally given at
night, as the neceffary confinement in bed
during the height of the perfpiration and the
drowfinefs which fometimes enfues may be
difagreeable in the day.

It feldom happens that more than one dofe
is proper 1in 24 hours; nor fhould in general
the dofe be repeated oftener than every fecond
or third night.

If it does not operate by ftool, fome other
medicine fhould be gi?eh either with the
Nightthade, or in a reafonable time afterit,
that the body may never be coftive. And this
-circumftance is particularly to beattended to.

No good effet, as far asThave obferved, can
be expetted from this medicine, unlefsit ope-

rates
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rates by perfpirﬁtion, urine, or flocl. If,
after trying enlarged dofes, the quantity of §
or 6 grains does not produce a very confidera-
ble increafe of fome of thefe difcharges, a
further ufe of the medicine is not advifable 3

for tho’ a larger dofe might poflibly have that

effe@, the operation of the medicine will not,
I imagine, be regular enough afterwards to be
ferviceable.

¥f the fymptoms feem to be aggravated
after the fecond or third dofe, a continuance
of the medicine will be generally impro-

PEI'.

1f giddinefs, head-ach, or ficknefs conti-

nue very troublefome after the fecond or third
dofe, a perferverance in the ufe of the Night-

fhade will feldom be advifeable ; tho’ in fome

inftances where this has happened the medi- '

cine has operated afterwards without any con-
fiderable inconvenience.

if the patient is hot or thirfty in the night

after taking the infufion, he fhould drink
fome warm diluting liquor, in order to en=
‘courage a free difcharge by perfpiration and
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urine, and to relieve the ftomach where there
is a difpofition to vomit,

I muft now beg leave to obviate fome ob-
je&ions which have been made to the ufe of
this medicine, and to mention two or three
other circumftances thatrelate to it.

In the laft edition of my account, printed
fix wecks after the firlt, I took the oppor-
tunity of making fome additions which I then
imagined neceflary. Amongft thofe, in the
detail of the fymptoms enfuing upon the ufe
of the Nightfhade, I took notice of the head-
ach, drowfinefs, and the dimnefs of fightwhich
affected fome patients. The laft of thefe only,
at prefent, deferves particular confideration.

This effect of the Nightfhade did not occur to

| my obfervation from the firft experiments, nor

till fome time after the publication of my ac-

| count. Probably the patients who were affect-
| 'ed by it, regarded this fymptom only as a con-

fequence of their giddinefs and ficknefs, efpe-
cially as it ceafes generally with the operation
of the medicine, and therefore they did not
mention it to me; or if they did mention it, it
was foflightly as not tomakeit anobjectof my

' attention,
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‘attention.  As {oon as I was apprized of this
efiect, 1 took the firlt opportunity of making

it known; and as it is a circumf{tance which |

may reafonably be thought of confequence, it
undoubtedly deferves to be confidered. Ac-
cording to my obfcrvation, this fymptom has

occurred much more frequently from the ufe |

of the Deadly than of the Garden Nightfhade. ;

Sometimes the patient feels only a weight and
an aching pain about the eye-balls ; at other
times there is a watering of the eyes: Some

have found a dimnefs, or have perceived the

appearance of a cloud before their eyes, not

unlike what commonly happens to people

that are giddy, or ready ta faint. This {ymp-

tom feldom affects the patient after fome re-
petitions of the medicine, or if it continues to |
do fo, it is probably in a lefs degree ; except
the dofes are repeated fo quick after each
other, that the operation of one dofe is not

finithed before another is given, a circums
{ftance always to be attended to. In this cafe
it may aftect the fight {o as to render the pa-
tient unable to read a fmall print, or to do any
fine work. This fymptom however ceafes

after
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after the medicine 1s intirely difufed ; and in
no one inftance that I have feen or known,
has it occafioned any lafting weaknefs in the
fight.. But admitting the pofiibility of fuch
an accident, the argument could only hold
againft the continnance of the medicine where
this fymptom was very troublefome, in the
fame manner as it might be urged againft the
ufe of blifters, which often have the fame
effect, efpecially when they are made per-
petual.

Another circumftance I thought neceflary
to mention in the laft account was, the pre-
ference which I imagined the Garden Night-
fhade ought to have to that fpecies of this
plant called the Deadly Nightthade. In my
firft account I obferved, asa very fingular cir-
cumftance, the fimilarity of effeés in thefe.
1 thought myfelf juftified in the obfervation
from the refemblance which there really is in
the effelts produced by them, and by fome
‘trials which I had made, attended by the apo-
thecary of the hofpital, with each fort, not
only in different perfons, but by alternate

| ‘dofes in the fame perfon. I had reafon how-

ever afterwards to think, and am now con-

vinced



78  Obfervations on the internal ufe of

vinced, that the Garden Nightfhade poflefies
the virtues of the other, and is milder in its
operation. Being earneftly defirous that this
thould be known, though in contradition to
a former obfervation, I added a poftfcript to
the edition juft mentioned, declaring this al-
teration in my opinion: At the fame time
finding that the Nightfhade was often given
as an alterative, and not confidered as a me-
dicine whofe ufes muft probably arife from
its effects upon the natural difcharges, at leaft

the cafes where I had {een it ferviceable were

attended with fome cftect on the difcharges,

I took occafion to mention, that unlefs, after |
a few trials, there was avifible increafe of |
fome of the natural evacuations, the medicine |
thould be difcontinued, as little good counld
be expected from it where this effc& upon the
fecretions was not produced; and that a per- |
feverance in it, under fuch circumftances, |

might, I imagined, fometimes iiritate too
much and do hurt.

It has been faid that paralytic complaints

have been occafioned by the ufe of the Night-
fhade, and have continued fome days. Itis

2 poflible
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poflible that fuch accidents may happen, as
we {ece they fometimes occur in the ufe of
other ftrong medicines, and as we find by fe-
veral of the fymptoms, efpecially where the
Deadly Nightfhade is given, that this medi-
cine alts very powerfully upon the nerves of
dome people. For my own part, tho' I doubt
not the information of others, I have never
feen an inftance of {uch an accident, Per-
haps this may have been, in a good meafure,
owing to my having chiefly ufed the Garden,
inftead of the Deadly, Nightfhade. I have
once feen the Night(hade given in 2 pai‘&ly:i::
cafe, where the ufe of it feemed to be very
Aerviceable. A patient in the hofpital (Eliza-
‘beth” Wright, forty-five years of age) about
three months ago was feized with a paliy
‘which intirely deprived herof all fenfationand
mation on one fide of her body. Shehad been
blooded, bliftered on the back, arms and legs,
and had {everal internal medicines given her
~near three weeks without any confiderable
-advantage, when fthe was direCted to take the
Nightthade. In twelve days this perfon was
reftored to her natural {enfation, except at the

ends
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ends of her fingers, where the felt a {light
numbnefs; and fhe had a good motion of her
limbs, tho’ fthe could not exert them with
{fo much ftrength as before her illnefs. One

grain of the Garden Nightthade {weated her

very plentifully, and increafed the quantity of
her water, without occafioning any giddinefs,
head-ach, or the leaft incovenience. She
was taken out of bed, and with fome afli{-
tance walked feveral yards, butfound a weak-
nefs in her limbs, which affeéted her equally
on both fides. It was reafonably fuppofed,

that the medicine had done all it was capable |

of, by removing the obftructions which had
probably been the caufe of this lofs of fenfa-
tion and motion, and a perfeverance in the
ufe of it might, by the great increafe of per-
{piration, weaken and enervate her more.
She therefore took medicines intended to
firengthen her. She purfued this methed
fome days, and was getting better, when fhe
was thrown into a fever, attended with a
vomiting and purging, by eating alarge quan-
tity of fruit. A fortnight after, when fhe

was relieved from this accident, fhe felt a
: numbnefs
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numbnefs in her elbow and fingers, which
ftill continues. She has been bliftered in the
arm for this complaint, but without any ad-
vantage. She now walks without any affift-
ance, has her natural feeling except a numb-
nefs at the elbow and at the ends of the fin-
gers, and tho’ the cannot yet exert much force,
- fhe has ftrength enough to drefs herfelf. It
was remarkable that the medicine fweated her
only in the difeafed fide of the body, and
brought a rath out which covered almoft eve-
ry part of that fide, but did not {pread at all
to the other till ten or twelve days afterwards ;
and then it appeared there very flightly and
“in particular places only.

From the remarkable increafe of urine and
perfpiration, which frequently attend the ufe
of this medicine, it is probable that it may
be fometimes employed with advantage in
dropfical complaints. Iam the more induced
to think fo from its fuccefs in two of the fol-
lowing cafes, whichare all that I have known
where the Nightthade has been tried in this
difeafe.

G William
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William Wood, 31 years of age, was ad-
mitted into the hofpital about three months
ago, for a dropfy in his belly. Two months
before his admifiion he had made but little
water, and his belly had been gradually dif-
tending. When he came into the hofpital
he was very much {welled, and there was a
plain flu¢tuation of a fluid in the cavity. He
was troubled likewife with a cough, a great
difhiculty of breathing, was emaciated in his
limbs, had a very unhealthy look, and was
fubje@ to coftivenefs. He had taken feveral
dofes of ftrorig purging phyfic before he came
to the hofpital, which leflened in forne mea=
fure the diftenfion of his belly for a few days
after each dofe, but the fwelling foon return-
ed. He was dire&ted to take the infufion of
Garden Nightfhade, which he generally re-
peated every fecond or third night. One
grain of the leaf had no effect, but two grains
{weated him moderately, purged him twice,
and occafioned him to difcharge near a gallon
of water the day after he took the Night-
fhade, and a confiderable quantity in thein-
termediate days.  His fymptoms foon abated ;

and
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and in about a month after his admifiion,
thinking himfelf quite well, though there was
then a greater fullnes of his belly than was
natural, and being defirous of purfuing his
bufinefs, which was that of a porter at a dif-
tant part of the city, he was difcharged from
the hofpital at his own requeft. He came
twice afterwards for fome of the infufion,
which he took at home. I heard nothing
of him till lately, when he wasadmitted into
the hofpital for a fever, of which he after-
wards died. The reafon he gave for not com-
ing to the hofpital before was, that he found
himfelf quite free from his former com-
plaints, and had made water very freely ever
fince.

Elizabeth Cartwright, a woman about for-
ty years of age, who had been tapped feven-
teen times in five years, was directed to take
the Deadly Nightthade. She took a few
dofes which fweated her, and occafioned
fome increafe of water; but the medicine
difagreeing with her, and the cafe admitt-
ing  very hittle expeQation of advantage, the
ceafed taking it.,

G 2 Another
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Another woman, who had been tapped
three times, took the Nightfhade at her own

requeft. She took five dofes of the Garden
fort, either one or two grains of the leaf in

cach dofe. It made her {weat very much,
and occafioned a great difcharge of urine. It
occafioned likewife fome degree of giddinefs,
and faintnefs. She left the hofpital after this
on account of fome affairs which rcquxrcd
her to go away.

I have hitherto avoided giving account of
any cafe that was not either in fome meafure
under my diretion, or fubje& to my obfer-
vation ; but the following being in theneigh-
bourhood of the hofpital, and the Night-
fhade being fupplyed from thence, I {hall add
it to the othﬁ:rs

David Jones, afoldier in the firft regiment
of guards, had been troubled fome time with
anafarcous {wellings attended with great dif-
ﬁcult}; in breathing. Hehad made but little
water for fome time paft, and at laft became
fo bloated and {welled, that being incapable
of doing his duty he was put into the regi-
mental hofpital in Petty France. After other

- means
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means had pn}ved- ineffectual for three weeks,
the Garden Nightthade was given. He took
feven dofes of it. The firft, a grain of the
leaf infufed, occafioned an agreeable heat all
over the body, which was fucceeded by a pro-
fufe {weat, a great difcharge of urine, and
watry ftools, His breath was a little relieved
the next day. At night he repeated the dofe,
flept well, {weated confiderably and difcharg-
ed a great quantity of water. The third
night the effects were not fo confiderable, but
the {welling in general was much abated.
The fourth night he took two grains, and the
fifth night four grains, which operated but
flightly; and therefore on the fixth night he
took fix grains, which produced a very plen-
tiful {fweat and a great difcharge of urine.
As the medicine did not occafion any trouble-
fome {ymptoms, he was directed on the fe-
venth night to take eight grains. Thislaft
dofe operated very plentifully by f{weat and
urine. He kept open all the time, but the
medicine never purged him except when he
had watry ftools after the firft dofe. He was
{olittle weakened by thefe evacuations, that
G 3 he
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he generally came down ftairs with the other
men to be examined. He was difcharged from
the hofpital ten days afterwards cured, and
has fince been remarkably hearty and well.

Thus I have endeavoured to give a faithful
account, as far as has appeared to me, of the
moft effential circumftances relating to the
ufe of the Nightthade.

In regard to the little fuccefs which this
medicine 1s faid to have had in general, it
may be obferved, that where any medicine is
given in cafes that common methods fail to
relieve, and is adminiftered in difeafes of a
different nature, in order to afcertain its ufes ;
where the powers and operations of the me-
dicine are but imperfeitly known, and the
efficacy of it 1s attributed to a fpecific quality,
fewer inftances of fuccefs can be expetted,
and more inconveniencies will probably

ccur than might otherwife have happened.

It may be obferved likewife, that though a
medicine, which is not in common ufe, may
be employed with great prc:-pricty by many,
yet the beft directions for the management of
it will not always be purfued: They will

fome-
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fometimes be mifapplied by the negligent, and
difregarded by the bold.

I muft acknowledge however, that my
own expectations have not been fully an{wer-
ed. 1 have already obferved, that the event
of fome cafes has difappointed my firft
hopes, either by the cure’s proving incompleat
or only temporary: I have found likewife from
further experience, that the operation of the
medicine is irregular, and that the ufe of itin
fome inftances, if perfevered in, is attended
with troublefome fymptoms. I fhould ima-
gine therefore that though the Nightfhade
may with care, be tried with great fafety;
yet from the preceding confiderations, it
feems to be a medicine not fo much calculated
for general ufe, asfor particular cafes, where
the common remedies have failed, and where
“this proves upon trial-to be free from th®
principal inconveniencigs which fometimes
attend the ufe of it.

When I firft offered my thoughts to the
public on the Nightfhade, it appeared to me
to have an uncommon influence upon the na-

tural difcharges of the body : I imagined fome
G4 ufeful
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ufeful purpofes might be anfwered by a me-
dicine acting in fuch a manner; and I had
feen inftances of its efficacy, which encou-
raged me to hope for future fuccefs. I pro-
pofed thefe particulars to the impartial confi-
deration and the experience of others, with-
out prefuming to afcertain its ufes, or to de-
termine, what at that time was thought
doubtful, whether there was any fpecific pro-
perty in this plant for the cure or alleviation
of cancerous complaints. At the fame time
I propofed fuch directions as might, I ima-
gined, contribute to the fafe and advantageous
ufe of this medicine, adding a caution, which
has fince proved not unneceflary, that the in-
fufion of the Nightthadeought not to begiven
indifcriminately in every difeafe, butrequired
judgment and attention in the management
of it. If there was any remarkable merit in
the medicine, this, I conceived was the moft
ready means to difcover its good effects, and
make the utility of it fooner and more gene-
rally known : If from experience a contrary
event fhould happen, its ill effe¢ts would un-

doubtedlybe as readily communicated. Upon
' the
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the whole, I flattered myfelf that fome falu-
tary purpofes might be anfwered by it; and
from the account which I have given, I.do
not imagine the expectation was unreafonable,
or that it has been intirely difappointed. The
diretions which I have taken the liberty to
mention for the future ufe of the Nighthade,
will not,” I hope, be thought improper for the
confideration of thofe who are not much ac-
quainted witn its operations; and I particu-
larly with, agreeable to what has been already
recommended, that the Garden Nightfhade
might be preferred to the Deadly. If by
a careful and judicious application of this
medicine any particular difeafe may be re-
moved which does not yield to common
means, or if any painful complaint may oc-
cafionally be alleviated where other methods
have proveed ineffedtual, the enquiry into the
properties of the Nightthade will not have
been intirely ufelefs. At prefent I take this
opportunity to declare, that as I have very
feldom, except in the firft trials of it, given
the Nightthade in diforders where other
means were likely to anfwer, fo I'have always

forborn to perfevere in the ufe of it where

RH}T



9o  OBbfervations on the internal ufe of, &c.

‘any fymptoms, which it occafioned, con-
tinued to be very troublefome. By this
means I have fometimes been ' enabled to
afford confiderables relief, and have not in
any inftance, as far as my own practice
has extended, produced a lafting ill cons

fequance.
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' O U defire me to communicate to you
' any obfervations on the venereal difeafe
which I think may be ufeful. I will endea-
vour to comply with your requeft, and wifh
‘what I fend you may be worth your perufal
‘and attention.

It will be unnecefiary to fay any thing of the
origin and progrefs of this diftemper, as they
lare circumftances chiefly of curiofity; nor
fhall I methodife what I have to offer, by the
diftinction of fections for particular fymptoms ;
but fhall give you my thoughts freely with-
eut much order or ftudied regularity.

You
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You obferve that, having had few oppor-
tunities of pra@ice in this difeafe, you have
been led into errors and perplexities by rely-
ing, as you imagine, too much upon the di-
reCtions of authors. I do not at all wonder
at this : ’tis the misfortune of thofe who have
the moft occafion for the afiiftance of phy-
fical books, to be leaft capable of receiving
benefit from them ; for after reading various
opinions upon the fame {ubject, and many
of them perhaps plaufibly written, a good
deal of experience is ftill necefiary to deter-
mine which may be purfued with the moft
advantage. 1 imagine therefore that I may
properly enough anfwer the purpofe of your
requeft, by making fome curfory remarks up-
on the writers of this clafs. In doing this, I
fhall attempt only to obivate the mifchiefs
which may arife from what, I prefume, are
their principal errors ; leaving the reft of their
works for your confideration in the courfe of
your pratice. As to what you mention of
my recommending to you particular books on’
this fubjec, I fhall only propofe to you onec
general rule: read any of them, but read
with caution, without relying farther on the

” opinions
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opinions of others than as they ftrictly cor-
refpond with appearances, and your own ob-
fervation of fa&s.

It would be tedious as well as ufelefs to take
2 view of the multitude of authors who have
written on the venereal difeafe. I fhall fix
therefore, if you pleafe, upon two, whofe
books have been generally confidered as {tand -
aid performances on this diftemper. The
two writers [ mean, are our countryman Tur-
ner, and the celebrated Aftruc of Paris.

I fhall begin with Turner’s account of a
gonorrheea ; and in order to fave your time as
well as my own, fhall, as I hinted before,
femark only the particular parts which I
think effentially wrong. T fhall enter very
early upon this tafk, as I prefume the do&oris -
i an error at his {etting out, I mean in his
definition of a gc:-norrhma. If you will con-
fult h isSyphilis you will find it is his opinion,
that the difcharge in a clap proceeds from
ulcers in the urethra. To fome it'may feem
of little importance to know whether the dif-
charge is a real pus or matter flowing from
ulcers in the paflage, or whether it is an in-

creafed
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ereafed quantity of the natural mucus oufing
from the glands of the urethra in men, and of

the urethra and vagina in women, arifing
from an irritation excited by the venereal taint.

For my own part, I think the fettling this
point a very neceflary circumftance to the
cure; and as I look upon the latter opinion
to be true; I fhall endeavour to prove, that
ulcers in the pafiage are not preduced in a
gonorrheea. With this view give me leave

firflt to mention an inftance or two of {fome ap-
pearances that occur:in other diforders, and

which, on fome accounts, may be deemed
analogous to the difcharge ina clap. |
We daily feeinftances of perfons, who from
acold have a running at the nofe, which for
fome time is equal in quantity to what
ufually happens in claps. Here, however,
we have no fufpicions of an uvlcer in the nofe,
whofe internal furface is not unlike that of
the urethra. The fame may be obferved
from humours fettling on the internal mem-
brane of the eye-lids, from whence tho’ a
watry humour generally flows, yet in many
inftances the difcharge appears purulent and
very
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Very confiderable in quantity. Do ulcers fur-
nith this ? Upon examination you find the in-
ternal membrane of the eye-lids diftended and
inflamed, but no appearance of. ulceration.
Here then there is a confiderable difcharge,
attended likewife with pain, another {ym-
ptomof the gonorrheea, and yet no ulceration.
Several inftanices of this kind might be pro-
duced. What a quantity of yellow or green=
coloured difcharge proceeds from the lungs of
many perfons who never had either impoft-
humations or ulcers there? But to come to
the parts which are principally affe¢ted in a
gonorrheea. Inftances now and then happen
where the venereal taint feems to have injured
only the outfide of the glans and the inner
furface of the forefkin. You fometimes fee
a very large difcharge from thefe parts, and
this difcharge may prove infectious to a wo-=
man who has commerce with fuch a perfon,
This diforder is undoubtedly a clap, and is
.defcribedas fuch by Aftruc under the name of
Gonorrheea fpuria. Here then the difeafe
being fituated externally, the effe&s of the

venereal taint are plainly vifible, Whatis the
H refult
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refult of examination? Not any difcove~
ry of ulcers; but the difcharge feems to be
an increafed and morbid fecretion from
the odoriferous glands and the neighbouring
parts, ‘

Another very convincing proof may be col-
le&ed from what happens in a venereal {well«
ing and inflammation of the tefticles. This
accident not unufually comes on at the
height or worft ftate of the difeafe; confe-
quently the ulcers, if there are any, muft
then be as bad as they can be at any time.
In this ftate, however, we fometimes find the
difcharge is intirely ftopped in a few hours,
and inftead of it the patient hasa very pain-
ful fwelling and inflammation of one or both
tefticles. Immediately upon this {uppreflion
of the difcharge, the pain in making water,
which was before very violent, generally
ceafes. What is become then of the fuppofed
ulcers ? are they healed inftantaneoufly? or
is the urine, the paflage of which gave great
pain before, become f{uddenly fo mild and in-
offenfive as not to caufe now the leaft diftur-=
bance? It is impoffible this fhould be the

cafe, fince the urine in the mildeft {ftate would
be
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be apt to give fome pain in pafling over parts
that are ulcerated ; and it is natural to fuppt}ﬁ:
that the inflammation, which often upon thefe
occafions affe@s the blood in general, fhould
rather increafe than leffen the heat and fharp-
nefs of the urine. What follows will ferve to
explain this affair.

The patient is blooded for this {fwelling and
inflammation of thetefticles, and cooling means
being ufed internally as well as emollients
outwardly, thefe {fymptoms are abated; and
generally, tho’ not always indeed, the run-
ning appears in fome degree again, attended
with pain in making water. The evacuations
have probably very much leflened this laft
complaint ; but ftill, as the running comes on,
the pain in making water is oftentimes in-
creafed confiderably, with a return of the
chordee, another fymptom which vanifhed
likewife upon the late fuppreflion of the dif-
charge. Is it not plain from hence that there
is no ulceration in thefe cafes, and that the
pain in the paffage is occafioned by the flow-
ing of the difcharge, the peculiar acrimony
of which irritates the parts, and produces
| painful {enfations ?

H 2 It
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It is furprifing that this opinion of ulcers
being formed in the paffage fhould have been
{o long taught and believed, when there are
fo many apparent realons to the contrary.
It may feem ncedlefs perhaps to offer any
other arguments to prove the fallacy of it;

but as it as been the received opinion, and
productive I imagine of many bad confe-

quences in practice, I cannot omit two or
three others to corroborate what has been al=

ready faid.
There is a difeafe, you know, very com=

mon to women, which is fometimes reckoned
difficult to be diftinguithed from a clap, I
mean the whites, a term not always ap-
plicable to the difeafe; fince you will frea
quently find in thefe cafes not only a very
large and feemingly purulent difcharge, but
it appears of as bad a colour and confifience
as the moft virulent running. Notwithftand«
ing this, you do not upon examination find |
any ulcers in the vagina. Why then muft |
there be ulcers there whena difcharge dire@ly |
fimilar in itsquantity, colour, and confiftence, |
arifes from a venereal caufe? :

The ufe of bougies furnithes us with another
very good reafon to difbelieve the exiftence of =
ulcers
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ulcersin a gonorrheea; at leaft it ferves as a ne-
gative proof, byfhewing that matter, oran ap-
pearance of matter, may be procured by intro-
ducing a bougie into the paffage, and letting it
liethereacertaintime. Upon removingthebou-
gie you generally find parts of it fmeared over
with a {fubftance like matter, and (which will
feem extraordinary to perfons unacquainted
with their ufe and application) this appearance
will be producedin a found aswell as a difeafed
body. In fhort, whatever irritates the glands
of theurethra, and makesthem yieldanincreaf-
ed quantity of their mucus, which is conftantly
feparating to keep the pafiage foft and fmooth
and to defend it from being irritated and in-
flamed by the heat and falts of the urine,
will moft probably occafion this appearance
of matter. I fhall end what I'haveto fay up-
on the fuppofed ulcers, by mentioning one

circumitance more,
A great number of bodies have been opened

thathavedied whilft they wereaffected with this
diforder. The ftate of the parts, thus dif-

cafed, has been carefully examined, and the

H 3 refult
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refult of fuch inquiries, has in general contra-
dicted the received opinion of ulcers.

Having thown how little reafon there is to
fuppofe ulcers are formed in the urethra, ’tis
unneceffary to mention all the errors into
which fuch an opinion leads. I fhall juift
make fome remarks, however, upon the in-
fluence which it feems to have had upon the
practice of doctor Turner. His general me-
thod of curing a gonorrheea was by giving
large dofes of calomel mixed with fome ot
the ftrong purgatives, as the pil. coch. min.
or pil. ex duobus, 1g or 20 grains of the ca-
lomel to Bj 3{s or Dij of one of thefe pills.
This dofe was to be given every other day, or
every day if the patient could bear it; tho’ it
is to be prefumed that fuch a dofe repeated
every other day only would be f{ufficient to
weaken and injure moft conftitutions of a mo~
derate degree of ftrength, Thefe, he fays,
were the purges commonly ufed by the fur-
geons of the town. ’Tis true he obferves
that different purges may upon fome oc-
ocafions be preferable; as in bilious or he&ic
habits he advifes thofe of the cooler fort; but

here
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there he thinks it may be fometimes neceflary
to give Xij or xv grains of calomel at night.
He afterwards recommends an opiate to be
taken in the evenings of the purging days, to
difpofe the patient to reft after the tumult
raifed in the blood by the preceding medi-
cines. The neceflity of an opiate for this
purpofe implies in fome meafure the impro-
priety of the dofe, for violent purging can
hardly ever be proper in a gonorrheea, efpe-
cially in the beginning ; and whatever purge
is ﬂf‘ung enough to raife this commotion, is
furely much better omitted. In fhort, tho’
the doctor does not forget to give fome direc-
tions relating to the urgency of fome of the
complaints, yet without fufficiently moderatin g
the inflammatory fymptoms caufed by the
acrimony of the difcharge, or endeavouring
to regulate the running, fo that it be not too
haftily forced on or too fuddenly check’d;
without proceeding in the cure according to
the different ftages of the difeafe, immediate
recourfe is had in general to large quantities of
mercury, in order to deftroy the venereal poi-
fon, and bring the fuppofed ulcers into a

H 4 ftate
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ftate of healing. On the contrary, how oftens
by this means may the painful fymptﬁms be
aggravated, the ftrength impaired, and the pa-
tient perhaps hurried into an unneceflary fali-
vation? It appears, I believe, from what has
been already faid, that the do&or as well as his
cotemporaries had but an imperfet idea of a
gonorrheea; and this will be feen ftill more
if we confider the method in which he treats
the {welling and inflammation of the tefticles.
Thiscomplaint you are fenfible generally arifes
from a fudden fuppreffion of the running, and
15 a fymptom fo dependant upon the manage~ |
ment of it, that a perfon who treats the one

improperly will not probably remove the other

more judicioufly. _

The immediate caufe of this {welling of
the tefticles, as has been obferved, 1s gene-
rally attributed to a too fudden {uppreffion
of the running ; but the circumftances which
bring on the fuppreffion are various and necef-
fary to be attended to.

.~ Strong purges, particularly of the mercurial
kind, are very apt to produce this complain€:
they heat and diforder the bedy in general, §|

4 and |
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and by their irritation force the humours too
Precipitate]y upon the urinry paflage.

A full habit of body, heated by intempe-
rance or {trong exercife, difpofes the conftitu-
tion very much to this diforder; andinfucha
ftate the addition of a common cold may give
rife to this complaint.

In thort, whatever will throw a great fluxi-
on of humourscn the uretha and its fecretory
glands which are already inflamed, will oc-
cafion a proportionable increafe of inflamma-
tion, pain, and tenfion ; and any parts in fuch
aftate, we know, will yield butvery little dif-
charge : hence the running being in a great
meafure {topped or totally fupprefled, the
humours are probably determined to the tef~
ticles. |

I muft not omit another and a very com-
mon caufe of this diforder, namely, balfamic
and reftringent medicines improperly admi-
niftered either internally or by way of in-
je&ic:n.

The fymptoms of this complaint are a heat,
pain, and fwelling of one or both tefticles, an
inflammation of the fcrotum, attended often

with the ufual fymptoms of inflammatory
fevers, | _ It
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It is to be fuppofed in fuch a cafe, that, be-
fides the common emollient applications tﬁ
foften and relax the diftended, painful parts,
together with a trufs or fome other bandag&
to fupport the weight of the {welling, im-
mediate recourfe fhould be had to the gene-
ral methods for removing inflammatory {well-
ings prf:ferring probably fuch particular
evacuation as, according to the nature of the
cafe, fhall feem beft calculated to lefien the
fluxion, and derive the humours from the dif-
ordered parts.

What is it do&tor Turner Pmpnfes for
the removal of thefe fymptoms? A very
ftrong, heating purge, of pil. ex duobus
and calomel: the dofe to be repeated for fome
* days, when, if the runningappears again, the
{ame is to be givenat proper intervals to purge
off this running. And why is this violence
thought neceflary? The running, it {eems, is
ﬁgpped, and muft be forced on again. It is
certainly a very rationalintention to endeavour
at procuring a frefh running ; but this may be
done by gentler means, and fuch aswill more

cFectually anfwer the end propofed without
hazarding,
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hazarding, what may otherwife probably hap-
pen, an aggravation of the fymptoms rather
than a removal of them. It appears by the
do&or’s own account that this method was
not always fuccefsful, tho’, he fays, it ufually
difperfed the {welling; for he immediately
adds, If, notwithftanding this method of purg-
ing, the pain and fluxion ftill increafe with
inflammation threatening an abfcefs, you muft
vomit the patient with turpeth. mineral. re-
peated at due intervals 'till the tumour fubfides,
and then purge off the running. Abfcefles
are very uncommon terminations of thefe
fwellings when they are properly treated ; tho’
there is no doubt the doétor had feen fuch
accidents, as the heating, violent purges,
which hedirects, would naturally enough pro-
‘duce a fuppuration by increafing the inflam-
'matory {fymptoms. As to vomits, which he
propofes if the purges fail, there can be no
[objc&iun to this method of evacuation in moft
inftances ; but why muft they be mercurial
tvomits ¢ Others will have an equal goodeffe,
tand the turpeth. mineral. which he recom-
pmends, is very apt to work roughly and un-
ysertainly.  Befades, if the mercurial particles
‘ enter
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enter the courfe of the circulation, they
- may bring on a {pitting, efpecially when

mercurial purges have preceded ; or, at leaft,
they will heat and inflame the blood, which
fhould be by every means avoided as contrary]
to any rational intention of cure,

You will not hefitate to own the unfitnefs
of thefe dire&ions, which are plainly founded
upon wrong principles, and are almolt intirely
exploded now by practitioners of the beft
credit: indeed the doctor himfelf, in his com-
mentsupon Aftruc, hasthownadifapprobation
of thisasageneral method, tho’hehas{ubftitut-
ed averyexceptionable one inthe place of it, as
will be more particularly obferved hereafter.

The next article which our author mentions
is the bubo ; but as this complaint is much
oftener owing to the more malignant fpecies
of the venereal difeafe than to a gonorrheea,
it will be more properly taken notice of with
the fymptoms of that fort.

We come then, laftly, to thediforder termed
a caruncle ; acomplaint, which ’till within a
few years feems to have been very imperfecily
underftood by the generality of {urgeons; and,

from miftaken notions of its caules, practi-|
tioners,
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tioners were formerly led into fuch attempts
to cure it as generally proved unfuccefsful, al-
ways painful, and fometimes fatal to the pa-
tient.

In order to give an account of this diforder,
which you particularly defire, I muft deviate
from my firft intention of examining only the
ﬁpinions of Turner and Aftruc; for tho’ the
complaint is treated of by both thofe writers,
}f&t we may, I imagine, form a better idea of
the difeafe by taking a fhort view of the hif-

| tory of it.

It was originaily the opinion that the ftop~
pages in the urethraarofe from flethy fubftances
growing there ; conformable to which idea
they termed the diforderacaruncleor carnofity.
I fhall gono further back than to our countr;r-
man Wifeman, who givesas full an account of
thecomplaint asany preceding writer (2). He
defcribes caruncles to be little grains of loofe
fleth, arifing in the urethra from the erofion
of the venereal matter; that they gradu-
ally increafe in fize, unlefs properly treated ;
and not only increafe, but become callous,

(@) s50. Folio edit,
as
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as in time, he fays, does the whole pafiage ;
and then the diforder takes the name of a
carnofity. |

The cure he ingenuoufly owns to be no ea=
fy tatlk. He mentions two methods of ex-
tirpating thefe fubftances; by medicines to
confume them, or by mere force with wax
candles, probes of lead, or fteel, to tear and
break the flefhy fubftances in pieces.

If the caruncle 1s recent, he propofes to
(4) cruth it to pieces by the common wax
candle ; but if this method fails he then ad-
vifes the ufe of medicated candles. Amongft

the ingredients of which thefe are compofed,
are alum, red precipitate, and calcined vi-
triol. The end or medicated part of this
candle is to be placed upon the caruncle in
order to confume it; but if it cannot be
pafled beyond the caruncle, you are then to
convey a piece of cauftic thro’ a canula to
the caruncle, and deftroy it by that means.
Should it happen that the caruncle is fitu-
ated far up the urethra, and you can nei-
ther pafs the candle beyond it, nor introduce

(£) 553
the
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the canula to reach it, you are to attempt
with a leaden probe to prefs upon it, and
break or tear it off.

One cannot upon this occafion help reflect-
ing on the uncertainty of hypothefes, and
how cautious a man ought to be in taking
any opinion upon truft; efpecially where fuch
violences, as have been juft recited, are to be
the confequences of the do&rine propofed.
In the prefent cafe, the theory, however dif-
agreeable in practice, appears plaufible.
*T'was the fettled opinion, that the running
of a clap proceeded from ulcers in the ure-
thra: it was imagined, reafonably enough
upon this fuppofition, that loofe {pungy flefh
might fometimes arife from thefe ulcers; andas
thefe fubftances became larger, they in a pro-
portionable degree might hinder the free cur-
rent of the urine. The method which wag
purfued for relief, tho’ painful and dangerous,
was agreeable to the theory; that is, to break
thro’ and feparate thefe flethy fubftances from
the internal furface of the urethra; or, if
that method failed, to def’cruy them by COITro-

{ive medicines.
I%’Iﬂn}f
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Many reafons might prevent a better knows
ledge of this diftemper formerly. The go=
norrheea was lefs frequent than in latter times,
confequently fewer inftances were likely to
occur of the ill effe@s of it; caruncles, as
they were called, were often miftaken for the
ftone; and as the operation for that diforder
was lefs practifed at tlrat time, the true caufe
of the patient’s complaint was probably ne=
ver known; and what contributed much to
the ignorance of praé’citinneré in this refpect,
was the negle&t of opening difeafed bodies.
Time however made a good deal of alteration
in thefe particulars, and the complaint be=
came more the {ubject of enquiry.

Dionis was, I believe, the firft who pub-
lithed a different account of the caufe of this
diforder. He tells us (¢), that the exiftence
of excrefcences in the urethra was an opinion
fo firmly eftablithed by his predecefiors that
no one prefumed to difpute it; and yet, he
fays, uponcarefully examining bodies that were
{aid to have had this difeafe when they died,
he could never difcover any excrefcence; nor
ever met with a furgeon, whofe authority

(¢) 187. Operat,

4 might
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might be relied on, that afferted he had feen
any. The way that Dionis accounts for the
obftructions is, by attributing them to the
urethra having been corroded and ulcerated by
the venereal matter; that the fcars or cica-
trices which were left after healing the ulcers,
being hard and of a callous difpofition, leflen
the diameter of the urethra, hinder confe-
quently the free paffage of theurine, and ob-
ftruct the introduction of an inftrument or a
bougie, which obftru¢tion was thought to
be owing to a carnofity. Thereis noman-
ner of reafon to doubt the truth of Dionis’s
account, that, upon examination, he could
not find any excrefcence or caruncle: nor is
it to be difputed on the other hand that he
might fometimes difcover hardnefles in the
paﬁagt; and as it was generally imagined
that the matter of a clap ulcerated the parts,
 itis not at all furprifing thefe hardnefles thould
be imputed to the f{cars of former .ulcers.
Dionis found very little advantage, as he
himfelf acknowledges, to refult from his en-
quiries, the method which he propofes for the
cure beingnearly the fame as wasrecommended

by his predeceflors. This notion of fcars,
I however,
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however, became the prevailing opinion, arid
“is ftill one of the many caufes faid by fome to
produce the complaint. But whatever rea-
{on inclined him, as well as feveral {ucceeding
practitioners, toattribute the ftoppagesto this
caufe, the method which they took to remove
them had a palpable inconfiftency in the at-
tempt. They tell you that the complaint is
owing to the paflage having been corroded
with ulcers, and that the hard cicatrices or
fcars of thefe ulcers do in a greater or lefs de-
gree ftop the canal: How do they propofe to
remedy this evil ? By deftroying thefe hard-
nefles with corrofive applications, which, if
they really effect what is defigned by them,
muft neceflarily produce ulcers of at leaft ds

great an extent as the former were fuppofed to |
be, and of courfe the f{cars or cicatrices of |

thefe frefth ulcers muft leave the parts in |
full as bad a ftate or worfe than they were!
before. |

It will be needlefs to mention every writer:
‘who took notice, after Dionis, of. this dif~|
order. The opinion of its caufe, at leaft]
the method of cure, proceeded for a confi-f

derable
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derable time in that kind of regular fuc-
ceflion of error, which in phyfical matters

has not unfrequently happened in other in-
ftances. ' :

* 1 fhall pafs therefore to Aftruc, who dif-
tinguithes thefe obftacles into various kinds
(d) ; asulcers, caruncles, cicatrices, &c. and
‘gives an account of feveral methods which
‘had been brought into praétice for the cure of
ithem ; as by corrofive medicines ; by making
an incifion into the urethra to lay the obftacles
in view, and after removing them by different
applications, {uitable to their different ftates,
ito heal up the incifion; likewife by dilat-
ling the narrow or contracted part of the ure-
thra with tents, which, while they lay in
the pafiage, became larger by the moifture

of the parts, and opened the canal in pro-
portion.

All thefe methods he difapproves, and pre- |
fers the ufe of rods or probes made of duéile
lead. One of thefe, of a fmall fize, is to be
pafled to the obftacle, and, if it cannot at
firft be introduced into the bladder, is to be

put as far into the paflage as you can without

(d) P. 309. vol. L
O giving
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giving much pain. It is to remain a few
hours every day in the urethra till it can be
pafled frecly and eafily into the bladder; and
then others of larger fize are to be ufed till
the paffage is fufficiently dilated and openeds
and the urine has a free difcharge.

Le Dran, in his excellent account of the
fitula in perineo e), which complaint, as
he has obferved, generally owes its origin to
fome diforder in the urethra, propofes to
foften the callofities, promote a fuppuration,
and enlarge the canal by the following me=
thod. He direlts that a piece of cat-gut
be paffed as far as you can into the urethra,
and, being left there a certain time, it will
fwell by the moifture which it imbibes, and
will in fome degree open the paflage. When
cat-gut of different fizes can be readily paff~
ed into the bladder, you are then to ufe linen
that has been dipped in melted wax and af<
terwards rolled upon the cat-gut in the form,
of a bougie; which he thinks will yield
lefs than the fimple cat-gut to the inequali-
ties of the urethra, and therefore widen the;
diameter of it more effeCtually, To pre=1

(¢) P. 353. Operat.

ventl|
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vent a relapfe, which he has known to hap-
pen three years after the cure feemed to be
éom«pleated, hé advifes that the bougie be
fometimes ufed after the obftaclés are re-
moved.

Col de Vilars (f), another writer of emi-
nence and credit, gives directions for mak-
ing bougies, which will gradually and eafily
diftend the urethra at the fame time that they
foften and relax the parts: with thefe, he
fays, you may cure the moft obftinate or in-
veterate cafe ; but obferves, that, as the ure-
thra has a difpofition to contrad, it would
be advifeable, by way of precaution or pre-

vention, that the bougie be ufed once a month
after the cure.

I muft now recur to our own countrymen, .
by whom very little was publifhed fince Wife-
man, at leaft very little materially different
from what he had obferved. Turner’s ac-
count is taken chiefly from Wifeman. But
tho’ very little was publifhed on the diforder,
yet our beft pratitioners were not idle in
their attempts to cure it. The methods

(/) Vol. IV, p. 223.

3 which
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which T have juft related were the fubjects of
their experiments : The method particularly
of Col de Vilars was capable of 'prDr:uring-
remarkable advantages ; and yet the general
pra&ice was not fo much benefited by it, as
might have been expeted. The reafon of
this feems deducible from the falfe or im=.
perfe@ notions which were held concerning
the caufes of the obftruétions. - Some, ima-
gining them owing to excrefcences or carun=
cles, ufed his plain and well-formed bougie
only to break through or reprefs thefe; fome
attributed them to the hard {cars of former
ulcers, and contented themfelves with over-
coming and getting ‘beyond 'the refiftances
which thefe were thought to occafion, with-
out leaving the bougie long enough in the
paflage to foften and diftend it : .others how-
ever, who have long been as eminently di=
flinguifhed for their knowledge and integrity
as rank in their profeflion, difcovering upon
examinations ~of the parts neither ‘ex=
crefcences nor cicatrices of former ulcers;
but a céntra&ion of the diameter of the ca-
nal, and fometimes hardnefles, formed their

bougies
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bougies of fuch a confiftence as to be pafled

along the urethra, yet pliable enough to yield
to the courfe of the paflage; and tho’ fufhi-
ciently firm to diftend gently and gradually,
yet foft enough to continue in the urethra
without creating much pain or uneafinefs ;
procuring hereby every appearance which
Daran (whom I fhall fpeak of next) claims
to be the pm::uliarr property of his bougies,
and likewife the fame advantages in every

refpe&, as general experience now abundantly
teftifies.

Thus had continued the ftate of this affair
fome years before Daran publifhed his Preli-
minary Difcourfe, wherein he undertakes to
give an account of this diforder. I fhall, a-
greeable to your requeft, fend you my opinion
upon that performance, and fhall examine
what advantages may have arifen from it to the

publick. |

Many opinions you fee were entertained in
different times about the caufes of the ob-
{ftructions, nor were the real caufes publickly
determined when Daran wrote his book.

I 4 Some
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Some embraced one opinion, fome another,
and others acknowledged all the imputed
caufes. In this uncertainty, the clearing up
of which feemed acircumftance of importance,
it was to be hoped fome one, aftera diligent
and extenfive enquiry into cafes of this kind,
would, ina public manner, difcufs the point
candidly and uninfluenced by common opi-
nions. What perfon, according to his own
account, fhould feem better qualified for this
tafk than Daran? who, as he tells the world
(g), has always made venereal complaints,
and particularly thofe of the urethra, his chief
{tudy. His boafted experience of (4) twenty
years muft, one would imagine, have enabled
him to give this fatisfaction to the public, and
to have rejeted with certainty and authority
the methods which were recommended from
miftaken notions. Abundant opportunities
feem to have offered. Some patients might
not apply to him till it was too late to affift
them : age or accidental illnefs might prove
fatal to others before the cure of the obftruc-
tions could be compleated ; nay he acquaints

(¢) 177. Difc. Prelimin. [5).1 3
us
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us (7) that 200 of his patients failed of cure
by their difeafe being complicated with {ome
other diforder. Is it not ftrange that he fhould
want curiofity to examine the real ftate of the
parts difeafed, in order to fettle a point which
he labours to do afterwards, chiefly from the
authority of other people’s opinions? The
opening of dead bodies is readily enough al-
lowed amongft the French; and, when a
fingle part only was to be the {fubject of in-
{pection, the doing it could be attended with
little difficulty or trouble. We might have
expeced therefore, as he attributes the dif-
order to (Z) many caufes, that he would have
had inftances of each kind of obftru&ion.
Thus fome fhould have thown caruncles of
different fizes and forms; othersulcers; others
cicatrices; and fo of the reft. Such a col-
lection, as it would have been very fatis-
faGory to the curious, would have been like-
wife a ftrong enforcement and confirmation of
“his own do&rine. On the contrary, Daran
adopts at once the whole lift of caufes ment-
ioned by Aftruc and others.

(1) 179 () 4.
4 It
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It would exceed the bounds of my lz;refent
defign to comment upon every part of this
performance ; I fhall therefore only offer fome
fpecimens of this author’s manner of reafon-
ing, and make fome remarksupon a few of
the moft inrerefting of his aflertions.

Daran i1s a great advocate for the (/) exif-
tence of caruncles or excrefcences, the reality
of which he undertakes to determine. He
acknowledges () that Dionis and Palfyn,
two very celebrated f{urgeons and anatomifts,
declare, that, upon frequent examination of
bodies who died with obftruétions in the ure-
thra, they never could difcover any excref-
cences; and Palfyn, he fays, feems to have
given this opinion after due refiettion (7).
Monf. Petit is mentioned upon the fame oc-
cafion; who, according to Daran (o), had
more opportunities than any other man in
Europe to inform himfelf, by diflection, of
the nature of venereal complaints.  Monf.
Petit declares, that he had opened feveral
perfons in whom excrefcences or cicatrices
were expected to be found ; but that, on the
contrary, the internal {urface of the urethra

LS (m) 19. (n) 17. (¢) 22.
was
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was free from any fuch appearances. Dela
Faye (p), another very eminent {urgeon,
made the fame examination on a great num-
ber of bodies, and with the fame remark.l
In anfwer to thefe facts, Daran infinuates that
the accounts are not true (7). It is poffible, he
fays, tho’ it appears very extraordinary, that
in the number of bodies examined by thefe
anatomifts, there fthould be none who had
carnofities. But, asimpeaching the integrity
and candour of thefe celebrated men might
be infufficient to deftroy their authority, he
endeavours to invalidate their teftimony by the
following very extraordinary obfervation; viz.
that as the number of thofe bodies which
have not been examingd  is infinitely greater
than thofe which have, the mnegative argu-
ment of the latter proves nothing,

He afterwards mentions two or three more
circumf{tances to favour this opinion, which
are as little conclufive as his other arguments ;
and endcavours, by the moft ftrained con-
ftruction, to make () Dionis prove the ex-
iftence of caruncles, notwithftanding he had

(p) 19. (g) 23 (r) 24.
juft
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juft before quoted him as abfolutely denying
them. He likewife takes notice (/) of one
cafe, which, tho’ he did not fee it, yet he
feems to rely much upon; where an excre-
fcence fhot out fo far from the orifice of the
urethra, that the patient was fometimes
obliged to cut off part of it with his fciffars.
I will not deny the reality of this cafe; but,
being at leaft an unufual appearance, it does
not properly ferve to prove a general doce
trine.

Daran feems tacitly to allow, that carun-
cles are not often the obje@s of Sight, and
chufes to rely chiefly on thefenfe of Feeling ;
for after bringing teftimonies of authors in
favour, as he imagines, of caruncles, he dif-
claims their affiftance, and offers to prove the
reality of caruncles by the Touch. Why,
fays he (#), thould I call in the affiftance of
the dead, when the living can fpeak for me?
I am ready to convince the moft incredulous
by making them feel the carnofities, fo asnot
to leave the leaft doubt of their exiftence. I
will demonftrate to them, as faras it is pof-
fible, that excrefcences, quite different from

. t) 20,
S W3 ftri¢tures
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firiGtures caufed by cicatrices, are formed in
the urethra. You will ebferve here, that he
firft fays he will convince the moft incredulous
{o as not to leave the leaft doubt; yet imme-
diately adds, that he will demonftrate to them,
as far as it is pofilible, that there are real ex-
crefcences.

This author, tho” he imagines that («) ca-
runcles or callofities are the moft frequent
caufes of the obftructions, yet infifts that
the original ulcers of the gonorrhcea, from
whence thefe obftructions are fuppofed to be
produced, do {till remain; that the carun-
cles and callofities are only (w) incruftations
which hide venereal ulcers, and that thefe
crufts or fcabs formed upon the ulcers (x)
confine a purulent matter.

Daran as well as other authors allow, that
the obftruction is not, in many inftances, per-
ceived ’till feveral years after its fuppofed
caufe, the gonorrhcea, has, in all appearance,
been perfectly cured.

It feems very extraordinary, that ulcers
fhould lie dormant for 10, 20, or 3o years,
which he allows they do(y), in a part fo

() 182, (w) 137, (*) 53 (y) 6o.
extremely
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extremely delicate and fenfible as the ure=
thra. That they thould not grow worfe all
this time, or occafion an alteration in the
ftream of urine by leflening 1n fome meafure
‘the diameter of the canal — that the urine
fhould be daily pafiing over them without at
all affe®ing them by its heat or fharpnefs—
that thefe ulcers fhould be continued and
maintained by venereal matter, which; in all
other cafes, we find very apt to fpread its in-
fluence fooner, are circumftances very fur- '
prifing and unaccountable, and require the
firongeft evidences to prove their reality.

In the beginning of my letter, I have en-
deavoured to prove from analogy, from an
attention to the fymptoms, and from the re-
fult of examining the parts after death, that
ulcers in the paflage are not produced in a
gonorrheea : but I will, at prefent, yield to
the common opinion, and, fuppofing the
arethra to be ulcerated in that diftemper, let
us fece how this writer proves that the ulcers
remain many years after the cure of the go-
-norrhea has been thought perfe&, without
occafioning the leaft interruption to the cur-

rent
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‘tent of urine, or any particular fenfibility
in the part different from what is common.
After afferting (,z) that caruncles and callo-
fities arife from ulcers which lie concealed, he
‘adds, (a) that they plainly exift, becaufe in
four hours, and fometimes lefs, his medi-
‘cines bring the incruftations to a {fuppuration,
and make the old ulcers difcharge in the fame
manner as when the gonorrheea was frefh
contracted. Here then refts the proof of
thefe long-dormant ulcers. He puts his bou-
gie into the urethra, and, by keeping it there
a certain time, it brings on a running like a
gonorrheea freth contracted.  The fame argu-
ment might be brought to prove that almoft
-every man has ulcers in that part; fince there
‘is hardly any bougie,¢if pafled into the ure-
thra and fuffered to lie there the time he
mentions, but will generally produce the fame
effect in a perfon never difordered with vene-
real or any other complaints. That thisisa
common {ymptom where the bougies have

been ufed for ftoppages in the pafiage, is a

very known obfervation. Wifeman mentions

(0) a flowing of matter upon the ufe of the
(z) 132, (a) 133 (6) 533- fol. edit.
candles.
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candles. Le Dran, likewife, in his account
of the fiftula in perineo, has the following -
paragraph. (¢) The ufe of bougies often oc-
cafions a fuppuration in the urethra almoft |
like that of a gonorrheea, which fuppuration |
is frequently very beneficial in diffolving the
callofities, and continues no longer than whilft
the bougies are ufed. '

Daran carries this affair ftill farther; for he
not only pretends that his bougies, by their
fpecific property, (4) actuate and put in mo=~
tion the venereal poifon, which has long re-
mained inaétive in the concealed ulcers ; but
(tho’ he denies them to have any intelligent
power) they willnot, he fays, affeét any part
of the urethra except it is difeafed : (¢) that
if one of them is {uffered to lie in the urethra
of a perfon perfectly free from any complaint,
there will not be the leaft appearance of mat-
ter upon drawing out the bougie ; and yet the
fame bougie, put immediately into a difeafed
urethra, fhall, when removed, be loaded with
matter on thofe particular parts of it, which
were in contract with the parts difeafed. In-

deed he informs the reader ( /), that the

(¢) 362, Operat  (d) 35. (e) 35- 55. (f) 36-
trouble
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trouble of making the firft part of the experi-
‘ment (the letting the bougies lie in the urethra
of a perfon quite free from complaint, and ex-
pecting to fee it drawn out without the leaft
appearance of mattei‘) 1s unneceffary ; it being
fufficient, it feems, that thofe parts of the
“bougie which were fuppofed to lie in contact
with the obftruions, are marked particularly
with matter. The truth of the affair is this;
Any emplaftic fubftance made into the form
of a bougie, and fuffered to lie in the urethra
fome hours, willirritatethe glandsof that part;
and bringing on an increafed fecretion of the
natural mucus, as well as an afflux of other
humours, will produce a difcharge or runn-
ing in almoft every perfon whether difeafed or
not. 'The quantity of the difcharge is fre-
‘quently different in different habits, indepen-
dent of any venereal taint; and the {fame dif-
ferences are obfervable in refpect to the colour
and confiftence of the difcharge. Where the
bougiesareufed to cure obftructions in the u=-
rethra, we not only fee them fometimes co-
vered with matter, but little pieces of it are
collected on particular partsof the bougie ; and

K generally
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generally about thofe parts which lay near the
obftructions : the diameter of the canal being |
leflened in thefe places, and the regular courfe |
of the urethra being by that means inter-
rupted, fome of the mucus probably lodges
or flagnates there. Not that thiscircumftance
is always neceflary to produce thefe appear-
ances, for we fometimes find pieces of mat-
ter ftick on {everal parts of the bougie which
were not ncar the obftru&tion: and even

P —

where the bougies have been applied in a ure-
thra perfecily free from any diforder, the fame
may be produced; a larger fecretion being ac-
cidently furnithed in fome places than in o=
‘thers, or thofe parts of the bougies lying pro-|
bably in contact with fome of the larger 13.-
cunz. Yet thefe Daran calls the (g) fuppu--
rations of preternatural fubftances, which r.:ub-
{tructed, or in part filled the urethra; and
which his bougies, by their fpecific power'
have brought away, laying open the conceal=
ed ulcers, &c. He does not ftop here; fo
he not only tells the reader that his bougies
have brought the ulcers to run, and have {:}
at liberty the poilon which lay long conceal

(g) 36 ’
therc 3
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there ; but to confirm what he has advanceds
he undertakes to demonftrate, that the runn-
ing, thus brought on by the ufe of his bou-
gies, is (/) malignant, or infectious, He
propofes to prove this from the colour of the
matter, and from the communication of the
taint.

The colour of the matter, as well as the
running produced by the bougies, is a cir=
cumftance which admits of great deception
on the mind of the patient, but can have lit-
tle influence on the judgment of thofe who
are converfant with the venereal difeafe. The
'difcharge, he fays, puts on its original colour,
becoming yellow or green. Daran cannot
 {urely have given much attention to the ap-
-pearances in a gonorrheea, or have refleted on
'the difcharges from other parts of the body
{upon various occafions, if he can fuppofe the
'yellow or green celour of matter to be certain

lindicatinns of infe&ion.

It was obferved before, that in the difeafe
of women, commonly termed the whites,
the colour of the difcharge is fometimes
'yellow or green. Appearances of the fame
(h) 62,

}
Il:
| K 2 kind

|
i 1
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ind we fometimes fee in men, where there
never was any infection.

I took notice alfo of the yellow or greens
ocloured difcharge from thelungsof many peri
fons who never had either impofthumations
or ulcers in thofe parts. -

The fame is often obfervable in the matter
let out of abfcefies.

But to come to the experiment of the bou-
gies. The difcharge brought on by thefe in ;
a found perfon is fometimes of the fame co-
lour as is feen in claps. This proof of infec- .
tion therefore does not carry any weight
with it; and I believe the other, when con-
fidered, will be found as inconclufive.

He aflerts, (7) that if a patient, who has
a running brought on by the bougies, fhould
be concerned with a woman, he will com-
municate infe&ion to her; and that married
men, whom he has advifed to forbear com- |
merce with their wives during this difcharge, b
have been concerned with other women, and
have infe&ed them. How could this intelli=
gence be procured ¢ Was it from the man or
the woman ? I thould fufpeé the evidence of

(i) 62. |

Etitl'.l"ﬁl'ml_T
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either. The man could not judge of this but
from the information of the woman ; and if a
man, believing himfelf infe&ted, {crupulouily
avoids commerce with his wife, to what other
woman has he recourfe? In all probability
to one devoted to a promifcuous intercourfe
with men; and I fhould think it much more
likely that fuch a one fhould give a real in-
fection to him. But whatever reafons might
induce Daran to advance this, he muft excufe
the general belief of it till the certainty of
the accident is better eftablithed ; becaufe, at
prefent, we find by experience that the fact
appears otherwife. I muft obferve to you
a circumftance or two more relating to this
author.

A man that pretends to a fecret or particular
method of curing a difeafe, feldom allows any
other man to underftand it; and generally
fets up his own knowledge in this refpect as
infallible. All authors, (4 ) fays Daran, look
upon the obftructions in the urethra as incur-
able; yethe givesyou a quotationfrom Col de

Vilars (7 )where that author propofes a very ra-
tionaland plain method, and tellsyou thatit will

(£) 187. (1) vol. 4. p. 155,
| cure
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cure the moft obftinate or inveterate cafe. Col
de Vilars obferves, indeed, that the urethra
has a difpoﬁtiop to contract; and therefore
advifes the ufe of the bougie once a month, to
prevent fuch an accident, a precaution which |
Daran himfelf, at leaft fometimes, thinks ne- |
ceffary ; fince (m) whenever the diforder is |
fituated near the veru-montanum, which it
very frequently is, he always advifes a con-
tinuance of his bougies, becaufe of the difpo- |
fition which he fays thofe parts have to con- |
trac; and yet this 1s very inconfiftent witb_ his
general pretenﬁohs. He allows (2) that Col |
de Vilar’s bougies will relax the fibres of the |
urethra and gradually dilate the paffage, and
if mercurial plaifter enters their compdﬁtiﬂﬁ _‘
he allows them likewife a diffolving power, but
thefe he denies to be all the intentions of cure:
no, his bougies, by a {pecific (o) antivenereal
and deterfive quality, open the concealed ulcers,
cleanfe and heal them ; and cure the difeafe _
(9) rﬁdically. How happens it then, if the
difeafe is cured by medicines {pecifically adapt-
ed to a peculiar'poifon, and 'cured radicallys

{m) Obf. 6. 3me partie p. 137. (7) 158, (o) 136. (2)23. -
| that
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that the parts are liable to a contra&ion, which
will renew the fymptoms of the difeafe, efpe-
cially as the veru-montanum lies fufficiently
open to the application of the bougies? Either
his remedy has no fpecific power, of is lefs
effeCtual then he would allow it to be.

In the {ame manner Daran intimates his
own infallibility. (¢) He talksof the infalli-
ble fuccefs of his remedy, (7)and that all {orts
of gonorrhaeas and their ill confequences are
cured by him. Yet he allows (/) that two
hundred of his patients mifled their cure, by
their diforder being complicated with fome
other difeafe. We fhould have been inform-
ed particularly what thofe difeafes were. It
is plain they were not of the venereal kind ;
becaufe, (#) whenever he finds the cure pro-
tracted longer than ordinary, without fome
apparent caufe, he has immediate recourfe to
a falivation, and a cure is effected. Are the
following fome of the complicated diforders
which prevented the ufual fuccefs? for he ac-
quaints the reader, that ulcers in the bladder,
(«) in the proftate gland, and feminary vefi-
cles, will receive no advantage from his me-

(¢) 52. (r)186. (/) 189. (¢) 182. () 18s.

K 4 thod;
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thod ; folikewife ulcerswhich havebeen of long
ftanding, or of fo virulent a nature as to have
cauied a great lofs of fubftance, admit of no

cure.
Here at leaft then the infallibility ceafes.

In the conclufion of his Preliminary dif-
courfe, he declares no patient of his ever had
a relapfe unlefs he laboured under a complica-
tion of difeafes : but how is it to be determin-
ed when the diforder was complicated or not?
for tho’ we fhould admit that his incurable
cafes fail'd of fuccefs by the complication of
difeafes, we can never fuppofe, if the difor-
ders in the urethra have been radical]y'cured,
that other difeafes will renew the obftructions
there. Nay, he adds immediately, that he
cannot (w) fay the difeale never returns, be-
caufe fome of his patients get frefth claps,
which, he complains, they (x) attribute to a
return of the forwer diforder, — chufing to
facrifice his chara&er as well as their own ve-
racity, rather than acknowledge their incon-
tinence. It muft rely then upon the credit of
the patient and his furgeon to determine whofe
account 1is right; tho’ the patient feems to

(w) 189. () 134
have
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have one-circumf{tance {trongly in his favour,
and that is, the improbability of a freth clap
producing thefe obftructions. If the patient
has had, according to Daran, excrefcences or
cicatrices in his urethra from claps ill treated,
and if, by a f{pecific remedy adapted to the
nature of thefe complaints, they have been
radically and abfolutely cured, will the acci-
dent of a frefh clap neceflarily produce freth
excrefcences or cicatrices in the urethra? No
more, one {hould imagine, than a common
clap properly treated would produce the fame
obftruions in any indifterent perfon.

As to the cenfure fome people he fays pafs
upon him (), that the diforders in the ure-
thra, which he has had the treatment of, al-
ways return, it is certainly very unjuft; for
tho’ he is erroneous in fome particulars, and
we know by experence that he is very far from
being infallible, yet, as the bougies which
he ufes are of a good confiftence, and pro-
bably free from corrofive ingredients, I make
no doubt but, by a careful application of them,
‘he will have the fame fuccefs that other peo-
‘ple have. After all, it muft be allowed that

(y) 189.
2 Daran
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Daran has been of fervice to the public ; for
tho’ in his book he advances wrong notions
about the nature of the diforder and the requi-

fites for the cure, yet his extraordidary pre-
tenfions to a fpecific remedy and his boafted

infallibility, engaged the general attention ;
and the boldnefs of his affertions becoming
the, objeé& of enquiry and confideration to
the profeffion, a method of treating thefe
cafes properly, which was before known but
to a few, became in a little time univerfally |
practifed.

When Daran’s Preliminary dlﬁ:ourﬂ, ﬁrﬂ;
appeared, many thought that there really was |
fome powerful medical virtue in the compo-
fition of his bougies. In confequence of this |
opinion a variety of things, particularly mer-
curials, were tried to an{wer the fame purpofes |
which his bougies were faid todo. Itappear- |
ed from thele experiments, that all thofe |
~which were of a good form and confiftence, |
which were free from painful and irritating -
ingredients, and were properly ufed, produced
the fame appearances in regard to the dif-
charge, as well as every advantage in refpeét
to the cure. Many, therefore, for a little

time,
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time, imagined themfelves pofiefled of the fpe-
cific fecret ; but the knowledge of the difor-
der and its cure becoming more general, thefe
kind of notions foon loft their credit: and
now we fee the fame cafes cured by bougies
of different compofitions, the ingredients of
which claim no extraordinary or fecret me-
dical virtues adapted to the fuppofed poifon,
&ec.

Having given the remarks which I had to
make on Turner’s opinion and treatment of a
gonorrheea, and having made, Ifear, too long
a digreffion on the {ubject of obftructions in
the urethra and Daran’s difcourfe upon them,
I thall refume my original defign, and take
the liberty of offering a few obfervations on
Aftruc.

No one can read this author without ad-
miring his learning and ingenuity. His hif-
tory of the venereal difeafe, with his account
of the nature, caufe and cure of it, and his
abridgment of the feveral difcourfes which
have been publithed upon the fubjeét, contain
a great deal of curious and inftruéive know-
ledge. Itis however much to be lamented

j that
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that Aftruc fometimes treats the {ubje& too
{yftcmatically, and in a manner too diffu-
five.

In bocks relating to particular fciences, it
fhould, I prefume, be the author’s chief en-
deavour to give fuch a plain account of his
opinion, that ftudents of the fcience or pro-
felionof which he treats may clearly under-
{ftand, and by that means improve from his
inftruttions. If a great many additional cir-
cumitances are thrown in which are either
unneceflary or uncertain, and yet to the un-
experienced are made to appear of equal im-
portance with the moft eflential, the con~
fequence muft often be perplexity and con-
fufion.

In the account which Aftruc gives of the
feveral authors who have written on the ve-
nereal difeafe, he condemns Turner for want
of order or method in his manner of writ-
ing (2). I fhall not take upon me to deny
the juftnefs of the criticifm, but cannot
help obferving that Aftruc feems to have er-
red by a redundancy of method, having di-
vided and fubdivided his definitions and def-

(z) P. 1052. vol. 2, edit. 2. e
' criptions
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criptions of diforders in fuch a manner, as
makes them fometimes appear to a praltiti-
oner rather the offspring of imagination than
the refult of practical obfervation. This is
feenremarkablyin hisaccount of the confirmed
pox, where he qlixes fomany other complaints
with the venereal fymptoms, that it is diffi-
cult to fay when a man is not poxed: and yet
I believe there are few difeafes more plainly
to be diftinguithed in general than venereal
diforders are, nor hardly any one to which
the body is liable that admits of a more cer-
tain cure. In this inftance therefore, mak-
ing the {ymptoms fo numerous and uncer-
tain not only confounds the unexperienced,
. but may encourage the groundlefs fears of the
timorous, as well as be made fubfervient to
the {chemes of defigning men, who readily
improve the apprehenfions of the patient to
their own private intereft. At prefent I
fhall more particularly confider what relates
to the gonorrheea.

In his account of a gonorrheea Aftruc
makes () four diftint fpecies of it in men
with refpect to its fituation. He defcribes

() 247. (4) 250,
likewife
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likewife (4) three diftin& fpecies of it with
refpect to the caufe; as proceeding from a
fimple inflammation — from a more violent
inflammation — or depending upon the ul-
ceration and fuppuration of the parts difeafed.
He then adds, that as the inflammation of
any part may be of four kinds, according to
the fpecies of tumour with which it is joined
{agreeable to the antient divifion of tumours
into phlegmon, eryfipelas, &c.) fo the fame
may be faid of the inflammation that is the
caufeof a gonorrheea; and therefore, admitt-
ing the fame number of diftinGtions in this
cafe, hereckons four different kinds of difeafe
with refpe@ to the fpecies of () inflamma-
tion; making thus feveral forts of gonorrheeas
which depend upon the different feat, caufe,
and {pecies of caufe; and obferving ftill far-
ther, that each diftin¢t kind may have diffe-
rent degrees with various {fymptoms peculiar
to itfelf, and be capable by a mixture of thefe |
to produce many (4) more.

Thefe diftinctions he endeavours to fupport
by reafoning from analogy on the inflamma-
tory diforders of the lungs and inteftines. He

(¢) Id. (d) Tbid.
after -
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afterwards mentions the figns by which you
are to diftinguifh the different caufes of the
gonorrheea. Amongft thefe he relies chiefly
upon the colour of the matter, from which
a certain judgment may, (¢) he fays, be
formed. Thus a clear, white, and afh-co-
loured running is made to denote only a fim-
ple inflammation. The fame running being
of a faffron-colour, yellow, or difcoloured
with drops of blood, thews an inflammation
accompanied with an extravafation of blood.
A yellowith-green, or a dark green running,
mixed with matter, argues the inflammation
to be attended with ulcers or a {uppuration.
So likewife you are to form a conjecture of
the (/) fpecies of inflammation, amongft
other figns, from the quantity, confiftence,
and acrimony of the matter : thus he defcribes
it to be of the eedematous kind of inflamma-
tion, if the difcharge is plentiful, thin and
very fharp; and fo of the reft, as you may
{ee more particularly by confulting the ay-

thor (g).
The event alfo of the diforder and the me.

thod of cure, are made to depend much u
thefe differences and diftinctions(4).

(¢) 259. () Id.  (¢) 259. (h) 261.

I am

pon
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I am far from thinking that every clap is
to be cured by . the fame means, an impro-
priety in the management of thefe complaints
which has been perhaps too common. The
age, ftrength, and conftitution of the patient, |
the ftate of difeafe; and other occafional cir— |
cumftances,. ought no doubt to be attended |
to; but the numerous diftinctions made by
Aftruc muft certainly in fome inftances rather °
perplex than inform.

Suppofe, for example, a4 perfon not much
converfant with pratice relies on the great
credit of Aftruc, and takes him for his guide.
According to this author’s inftructions, he
will confider the colour of the running as in-
dicatory of the ftate of the inflammation. If
the running is white, clear, or afh-coloured,
he fuppofes there is only a fimple inflamma=
tion ; and thus proceeds to form his judgment
of the different ftate of the difcafe from the
different colours of the matter as before def-

|

cribed.
In reality thefe indications are fal fmm be-

1ng certain, for you willoften fee a bad- culuur-
ed running with mild{ymptoms, and the con~

trar)r when the {ymptoms are troublefome.
Againy
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Again, if he confiders the confiftence, quans
tity and fharpnefs of the running, in order to
know what f{pecies of inflammation the go-
norrheea partakes of, he will find himfelf full

~ a§ much or more at a lofs than he was about
the colour. Thus while he 1s attentive to
difcover and diftinguith fymptoms which can-
not be relied on with any degree of certainty,
he perplexes his mind with real trifles, tho’
of feeming importance, and neglects proba =
bly the obfervation of obvious and plain ap-
pearances, which would have been ufeful
indications to direct his practice.

What I have already obferved of ulcers,
caruncles and cicatrices, has anticipated any
farther confideration of thefe in refpet to

. Aftruc, who is very circumftantial in his ac-.
| count of the nature and differences of them.
' I fhall here therefore take my leave of this
- author for ' the prefent, after acknowledging,
- that however he may have deviated into thefe
- fyftematical refinements, which will be apt in
' fome inftances to miflead the unexperieniced ;
- yet it will, I imagine, be but barely doing
juftice to Dr. Aftruc to fay, that his treatife
- on the venereal difeafe contains by far a more

| ¥ general
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general knowledge of the diftemper than any
other work that has ever been written on the

fubje&. I will give you no farther trouble,
by adding any thing more concerning the go-
norrheea, except what relates to fome parti=
cular methodsof treating it.

From the accounts we have of the parti-
cular or uncommon methods recommended
for the cure of a gonorrheea, we find them
in general calculated to ftop the running
foon after its firft appearance. Among the
remedies employed for this purpofe have
been rough preparations of mercury given
internally, or certain liquors injected into the
paffage.

The firft of thefe making a ftrong revul-
fion, or derivation of the humours from the
parts affeCted, gave fometimes {uch a fudden
check to the difcharge as intirely ftopped it;
but the violent operations, which they
frequently produced, were too much for
moft conftitutions to bear, A falivation was
another common confequence of their ufe,
which, with their general inefficacy and un-
certainty, deftroyed the credit of thefe me-
dicines.

Injection
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Injections came hence probably more into
eredit, and indeed the beft or what was call-
eéd the regular practice in curing a clap, was
till of late years fo extremely dlfagrceable as
well ashurtful tothe conftitution, that it is no
wonder men were induced to try almoft any
other means rather than fubmit to fuch kind
of difcipline. On the contrary; the cure by
injections was faid to be both eafy and e:hfpe'-i
ditious, reafons that carried with them a very
~ ftrong recommendation, and fuch as could
not, it was natural to imagine, have failed to
eftablith the propriety of the method.  How
happened it then that the boafted remedies of
this fort, for there were feveral which were
much celebrated at different times, after hav-
ing gained a certain degre¢ of reputation,
thould fucceflively lofe their credit? Reme-
dics that were faid to fave {fo much time and
trouble, and to give fo very little interruption
to men’s pleafures, could hardly be abandoned
from mere caprice. It fhould feem rather
that the negle@ of thefe particular compofi-
tions was owing to their inefficacy or to their
being produive of fome confiderable incon-
veniences, circumitances which could not be

L 2 well
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well known till they came into common ufe,
and by thatmeans the frequent difappointments
or accidents arifing from them were more the
objects of general notice. In fact this was the
cale, and ever mufl be the cafe, where, asin the
prefentinftance, medicines are ufed too promif-
cuoufly and without a fufficient knowledge of
or due attention to their common operations.
Perhaps few remedieshave in general been em-
pidycd with lefs judgment than injections, or
{poke of with lefs impartiality. Some people
finding that difcharges, which appeared to be
of a bad kind, have been effeGtually and fafely
cured byinjections, after other means had fail-
ed, have imputed this fuccefs to a {pecific pow-
cr in the injeéted liquor, and have been induc-
ed from hence to 1magine, or at leaft to pre-
tend, that the cure of all claps, andin al-
moit all ftates of the diftemper, were to be
attemped by the fame method. On the con-
trary, others having obferved frequent in-
ftances either of ineflicacy, orill effects of in-
jetlions, have been difpofed to reject the ufe
of them almoft intirely. Both thefe opinions
are erroncous, and feem to have arifen not only

from
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from imperfet or wrong ideas concerning the
nature of the diforder, but in a great meafure
from the want of confidering the common
properties of the injeted liquors. In redlity
all injections that reftrain or ftop the running
appear to have very little effential difference
from oneanotherthanin theirdegreeof reftrin-
gency ; and the advantages or difadvantages
that may proceed from the ufe of inje&iﬂns-'
feem to depend chiefly upon employing them
at the time and in the ftate of the difeafe,
when the running may with propriety be re-
ftrained or ftopped, and in taking care that
the degree of reftringency in the injecion
be fuch, aswill anfwer the purpofe gradually
and without any painful irritation. Amﬂﬁgﬂ:
the feveral injetions which have been in
ufe thofe which have had mercury ‘in their
‘compofition have been much recommended.
It has been imagined probably the difeafe
was {o far local, that an application, of what
was deemed the general {pecific, to the im-
‘mediate feat of the diftemper, would have
a more fpeedy and as certain an effet as by
giving mercury in the common way, and

L 3 making
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making it pafs the courfe of the circulation
before it reached the parts difeafed, But
admitting that mercury, in fome form or
other, was neceflary in the cure of claps,
which is far from being in general the cafe,
how little of its {pecific virtueis likely tobe
communicated to the parts affeCted by this
{light manner of ufing it, and how eafily
are the effe@ts of thefe injections account-
ed for upon the common principle of
other injections, the power of reftringency.
The mercurials that have been recommended
for this purpofe are compofed of quickfilverand
an acid formedinto different preparations by
different procefles. When any of thefe are
added to aliquid in order to make the injection
that is tobe fyringed upthe paffage, the na-
ture of the fluid is altered by the acid, and that
which wasbefore a fimple plain liquor, is now
become a reftringent one. ‘Thus what was
{poke of as a fecret for thele complaints, and
was fuppofed to work its effects by a fpecific
propertyto fubdue thevenereal taint, isin rea-
lity a common reftringent, acing! as fuch in
a greater orlefs degree according tothe quan-
ty of mercurial Preparation added to the li-

quor,
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quor. The truth of this obfervation is far-
ther confirmed by the variety of other injec-
tions, which are in ufe and which correfpond
in their effe&s with thofe of the mercurial
kind : The principal ingredients in the com-
pofition of thefe, you will obferve to be of
the reftringent clafs, fuch as vitriol, allum,
verdigreafe, bole, lapis calaminaris, &c. From
this common property of reftringency you
will readily account for the ufes that injections
may ferve as well as the mifchiefs they may
occafion; and it is found by experience, that
the fame advantages and the fame ill confe-
quences have, on different occafions, been
produced by all of them; for as there are
none of thefe but may be prejudicial, if em-
ployed at improper times, fo any of them
may often be ufed with fafety, as well as fuc-
cefs, when the difcharge is in a condition to
be ﬁop_ped.

What has been faid here of mercurial in-
jetions in particular is not, you will perceive,
with a view to difcard but to dire& the
ufe of them by obviating a miftaken no-
tion in regard to the manner of their ope-
ration. Further, as we find in many in-

L 4 {tances
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ftances that medicines, feemingly of the fame
properties, will have a different effe®, in dif-
ferent conftitutions, fo thefame thing may
happen in the ufe of injeGions: on this ac-
count therefore mercurial injeCtions may be
fometimes preferable to others, as occafionally
others may be preferable to thefe; and in ge-
neral, mercurial injections may at leaft be
cqually proper as they a&t, like the reft, by a
reftringent power, and may be made ftronger
and weaker in that refpect as fhall be judged
necefiary.

Monf. Daran, becauft he found with other
prattitioners, that reftringent injeétions ufed
improperly would fometimes occafion contra-
¢tions or obftrultions in the urethra, rejects
the ufe of (7) aftringents intirely, He denies
(%) that a gleet is owing to a relaxation of the
parts, and infifts that the difcharge is fup-
piied by an ulcer which remains unhealed,
?_r}ms making no diftinétion between a gleet
attended with obftrutions in the paffage, in
which cafes reftringent injections would cer-
tainly be pernicious, and a gleet furnithed by
a fluxion of humours to the glands of the ure-

(1) P, vii, (<) P. 41

thra,
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thra, he very injudicioufly employs the fame
method of cure for both. Remedies of this
kind, however, will certainly prefervea con-
fiderable degree of credit; for tho’ the pro-
mifcuous ufe and mifapplication of them will

be produétive of bad confequences and dif-
credit particular forms or fecret compofitions,

yet in a great many cafes, where the running is
ina condition to beftopped, inje€tions, if care-
fully employed, will an{wer thepurpofe fafely
and much fooner than any other means; and
in fome inftances, particularly where there
has been a long continued fluxion of humours
to the urethra, it is very difficult and almoft
impracticable to ftop the difcharge without the
" nfe of injections.

Befides the real ufes of injections, there are
other circumftances which not unfrequently,
tho’ undefervedly, add to the credit of them.

The {lighteft difcharge, from whatever
caufe, is fomtimes miftaken for or mifcalled
a venereal complaint, Thus men, who have
rode long or hafty journeys, or have ufed vio-
lent exercifes of any kind—others who have
been guilty of excels in drinking, or tao
free an indulgence with women, will fre-

quently
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quently have a running appear which is-fc:me-
times of a bad colour, and very confiderable in
quantity ; and if the body has been much
heated, the patient may feel fome kind of fen-
fation upon making water, different from what
is common, This appearance of matter,
whether there is a drop only or a large quan-
tity, 1s often {uppofed to be a clap, efpecially
if it has been preceded by commerce with
women ; and as any method will generally
cure thefe complaints very eafily, injections
thare the credit of fuch performatices.

I have now finithed the examination which
I propofed to make, as far as relates to the
gonorrheea,

In {peaking of Turner, I have confidered
the prevailing opinion of ulcers being formed
in the urethra by the venereal matter; a {ub-
je& which has been difputed by others, but
never, I think, fufficiently attended to. 1
‘have endeavoured likewife to explode the ufe
of ftrong purges with large quantities of ca-
lomel, which were recommended by this au-
thor in his Differtation on the venereal difeafe.
Indeed the DoSor himfelf, as was before ob-
ferved, has in his comments publifhed after-

wards
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wards on Aftruc, thown a difapprobation of
this as a general method ; tho’ even there he
continues toadvifehis formermannerof treating
the inflammatory fwelling of the tefticles, in
oppofition to very plain and rational directions
given by thewriter whom he criticifes. In the
fame comment he propofes, for the cure of a
gonorrheea, acompofition of quick-filver,gum-
guaiacum and pil. coch.; a method liable to
great exceptions, and which upon the whole
may be faid tobe only lefs bad than the other.
The operation of thefe pills will be found very
uncertain : in many inftances they will pro-
duce a {pitting, and ftill more frequently will
heat the conftitution, and of courfe increafe
the inflammatory {fymptoms. Inftead of en-
tering thus immediately upon the ufe of mer-
curials in almoft all cafes, and all ftates of the
difeafe alike, the cooling method ufually em-
pl'{}}red in moft inflammatory and painful dif-
orders would undoubtedly be much more eafy
and ferviceable; and if mercury is afterwards
judged neceflary, it may be given then with
greater advantage and fewer inconveniences.
I have next given a hiftory of the obftruc-

tions in the urethra, and the chief methods
1 which
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which have been pra&tifed for the cure of
them. From this account you will be natu-
rally led to obferve, that if the true nature of
a gonorrheea had been underftood, the vio-
lence ufed in forcing oft excrefcences with
wax candles, or the attempts to deftroy ei-
ther them or cicatrices by cauftic appli-
cations, would probably never have been
thought of, .

Upon this fubje& I could not omit to men-
tion Daran’s performance, and to obferve the
errors’ which he advances concerning the
caufes of the obftructions, as well as therequi-
{ites to the cure and the appearances ufually
brought on by the ufe of bougies,

What I have added of injections, in arder
to explain the manner of their operation or
wherein their power confifts, will, I h{}pe,
be acceptable : the more fo, as authors, who
have mentioned thefe remedies, have con-
tented themfelves chiefly with giving pofitive
determinations of their being ufeful or pre-
judicial, without attempting any rational
account of their nature or ufe.

[ have been equally defirous to remove the

prejudices concerning the [pecific power of
particular
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particular injetions, as I was to confute the
fame notion about particular bougies. Indeed
all fuch pretences, however they may ferve
private purpofes, are hindrances to the ad-
vancement of true knowledge, by taking off
men’s attention from the obfervation of real
truths, and dire&ing their views to falfe ob-
jeéts.
The purfuit of this fubject might lead into
a general enquiry of falfe pretences to extra-
ordinary ways of curing venereal complaints.
Numerous inftances would readily occur, as
the venereal difeafe is one of the principal re-
fources of quackery and phyfical impofition.
The apprehenfions with which moft men are
affe¢ted on the flighteft occafions of this kind;
the fecrecy which is ufually obferved in the
management of thefe diforders, and of courfe
the many {cenes of ignorance and deceit which
pafs unnoticed to the world for fear of ex-
pofing the injured party, are circumftances
very favourable to that extenfive branch of
phyfic. I fhall have occafion to fpeak of
thefe more particularlyin the profecution of
my f{ubjed, intending next to examine the
methods
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methodsrecommended for the curcof this dil~
eafe in its more malignant ftate, the pbx. At
prefent, however, I muift decline the under-
taking till fome other oppﬂrtunity occurs; ob-
ferving only, that, as you pmft:ﬂed yourfelf
but little accquamtﬁd with practice in this
difeafe, I may perhaps on that account have
{fometimes addrefs’d myf{elf to you in a manner

which I thould not etherwife have taken the
liberty to do.

I am

Yours, &c.
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Shall now, agreeable to your defire, con-
fider fome circamitances relating to the
treatment of the more malignant {pecies of
the venereal difeafe : and having here no oc-
cafion to enter into any enquiry about the na-
ture of the diftemper, I fhall confine myfelf
~ chiefly to fome remarks immediately relative
to pradtice. 1 propofe, however, to pro-
ceed in fome meafure upon the fame plan as
before, by examining the opinions of Turner
and Aftruc.
The former of thefe authors fometimes
confounds the fymptoms of the pox with

thofe
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‘thofe of the gonorrheea, which makes it ini-
practicable to treat the {fubject with propriety
in the order he has placed it: I fhall there-
fore confider fome few particulars mention’d
by him, without regarding exactly the me-
thod in which he has ranged them; and, to
reduce the fubje into as fhort a compafs as
poffible, T will occafionally fpeak of Aftruc
under the fame articles with Turner.

I fhall begin with the original fymptom of
almoft all poxes, thechancre. In the cure of
this Dr. Turner recommends, for external ufe,
fome of the {trongeft preparations of mercu-
ry, cauftic remedies, or a fumigation with
cinnabar, If the two firft are judged proper,
they thould at leaft be ufed with caution, as
they may not only give a great deal of unne-
ceflary pain, but in fome conftitution may
probably bring on fuch an inflammations and
fuch a fluxion of humours on the forefkin, as
will much overbalance the benefit that can
arife from their ufe. The pure quickfilver di-
vided in its particles with lard is as good an
application as any ; nor fhould the efficacy of
externals ever be rely’d upon in real chan.

crous
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crous fores {o as to leflen our attention to the
internal remedies.

Aftruc’s (/) account of externals is not
much different from Turner’s, except that he
makes no mention under this article of fumi-
gations, tho’ in another place () he difap-
proves their ufc in general. Fumigations
however, which Turner very much extols,
may now and then be ufed with fome advan-
tage to give a check to very virulent ulcera-
tions, as well as difpofe others to heal which
are obftinate and not well fituated for the
application of common topics.

The internalsrecommended by Turner are
the mercurial purges and vomits. But what-
ever pretence there may be for adding purg-
ing medicines to the mercury in the cure of a
gonorrheea, where evacuations are allow’d to
be proper, it does not in the prefent cafe feem
to be either neceflary or proper. Whatisthe
defign here of giving mercury? It is to intro-
duce it into the blood, that it may pafs, in the
courfe of the circulation, to the difeafed partss
and deftroy the venereal poifon. If the body is
{o open as to prevent the patient’s being heated

(D) B AR Ol (m) P. 207.
M by
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by this very a&ive medicine, ’tis generally
fufficient ; and this effec, if not! produced
by the mercury alone, may be occafionally
procured by the ufe of fome of the mild and
cooling purges. Whereas in the other me-
thod, inftead of admitting the mercury rea-
dily into the courfe of the circulation and
mixing it with the general mafs to deftroy the
venereal poifon, it is conveyed into the body
together with a purge to carry it out again;
preventing thus, to a certain degree at leaft,
the purpofe intended, by confining in a great
meafure the a&ion of the medicine to the
ftomach and bowels. By this means the ufe
of the mercury is rendered extreamly uncer-
tain, if not ineffe€tual, at the fame time that
the patient fuffers an unneceflary courfe of
purging, which diforders and enervates him
for the prefent, and perhaps leaves a weak-
nefs on his conftitution more difficult to get
rid of than the original difeafe. What is
obferved here of the cure of chancres, relates
to the method recommended by Turner,
when he hopes to effe@t it without a faliva-
tion, for both he and Aftruc agree in re-
commending a falivation when the cafe proves

obftinate
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obftinate, or is attended with other venereal
complaints.

The next fymptom to be confider’d is the
bubo or {welling in the groin, which often
appears in a confirm’d pox, but is more fre-
- quently the immediate confequence of a chan-
cre ; being generally attended with thofe kind
of ulcers, or happening foon after they have
been feemingly, tho” imperfectly, cured.

There are two ways propofed both by
Turner and Aftruc for the cure of the bubo,
viz. by difperfion or fuppuration. In the
firft, mercurialsare to be givenin fuch a man-
ner as not to falivate, unlefs the bubo be at-
tended with fymptoms of a confirm’d pox,
and then a falivation is to be enter’d upon
immediately. In the other method, when the
tumour is {uppurated the matter is to be dif-
charged, the parts are to be treated with pro-
per topics, and mercurials are to be then ad-
minifter’d.

For the difperfion of the tumour, Turner,
as ufual, has recourfe to mercurial purges and
vomits : Aftruc prefers fome of the prepara-
tions of mercury orrather mercurial frictions,
and fome of the milder purges occafionlly

M 2 when
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when the mouth becomes affected. But
however preferable the remedies of Aftruc
may be to thofe of Turner, his opinion is
certainly to be followed with caution in the
difcouragement which he gives to the fup-
puration of almoft every fwelling of this
kind: Turner is very careful in this refpec,
but it is equally fafe, according to Aftruc’s
account, (#) to fupprefs thefe critical deter-
minations of nature, unlefs the maturation is
{fo far advanced as to render the difperﬁon
impracticable. -
The difperfion of thefe {wellings may un-
doubtedly be oftentimes undertaken in {light
cafes, and large tumours of thiskind, when
matter is not formed in them, may dif-
folve in the courfe of a falivation ; but from
the fame experience it is found that the cer-
tainty and fafety can by no means be fo well
warranted, when the {welling is confiderable
and the tumour is made to fubfide by an al-
ternate courfe of mercury and purging. Af-
truc (o) fays indeed, there is no danger
that the venereal infection, which is by this
means mixed again with the blood, fhould
(n) P. 330, (¢) P. 332,
pros
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produce a pox; for tho’ the venereal poifon
fhould not be correted by the mercury given
in this manner, it will not, he afferts, remain
long enough in the blood to infet it, being
carry’d off by purging medicines as it 1s fent
into the blood,

This account may appear very fair in the-
ory, and would be equally confiftent with good
practice, if we were pofiefs’d of fuch a purg-
ing medicine as, inftead of working merely
upon the ftomach and bowels, could be con-
veyed into the blood, and by a peculiar powe
occafionally draw from the gencral mafs cer-
tain poifonous particles, asfaft they as were in-
troduced into it. This however not being
the cafe, and as we find that purging does
not in the leaft fubdue the venereal poifon,
nor can have any other ufe, but as it may
either prevent or moderate certain incon-
veniencies {fometimes arifing from the mer-
cury, we muft look upon the account rather
asa plaufible than a pracical doérine.

Swellings in the groin which occur in vene-
real cafes, if they are confiderably large, are
undoubtedly efforts of nature to throw out the

M 3 poifon
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poifon from the conftitution. So other hu-
moursare expelled by various critical {fwellings
in feveral parts of the body, and the event
in moft cafes is not unlike in proportion to the
malignity of the humour to be difcharged.
Common f{wellings which form matter and
admit a difcharge, ferve generally to throw
off fome offenfive humour from the blood :
If through a weaknefs in the conftitution
this tendency to fuppuration is infufficient,
or by an imprudent ufe of large evacuations it
is deftroyed, even fatal {fymptoms fometimes
enfue, ora chronical illnefs is brought upon the
conftitution that is with difficulty removed.
Thus in the venereal {wellings of the groin,
which are at all confiderable, if they are al-
lowed to fuppurate and are treated with com-
mon care, how favourably do they generally
terminate ? On the other hand, when thejr
are become confiderable, and are not fuffered
to maturate nor are diflolved by a falivation,
but the cure is attempted by the alternate
wfe of mercury and purging, how often do
thefe tumours either return after a fhort difap-
pearance? Or, what is worfe, how fre-
' | quently
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quently, by the venereal poifon being thus ab-
forb’d into the circulation, does the infection
fhow itfelf in fome other fymptoms of ftill
more confequence?

The phimofis and paraphimofis, in regard
to their internal treatment, depend fo much
upon what has been already faid, and are {fo
well confidered by thofe who fpeak of them
as operations, that I fhall not offer to trouble
you on thefe particulars, but fhall pafs to the
laft refource for moft of the bad venereal com-
plaints, a falivation.

Turner, you find, gives an account of the
method of falivating by internal means, as
well as externally by the ufe of the mercurial
ointment. The firlt of thefe he himfelf dif-
approves ; and that way of raifing a regular
{alivation is now, you are fenfible, very much
laid afide. Indeed the mercury given inter-
nally will in fome inftances ferve to quicken
the effects of the other, but in general the
difpofition it has, when given in confiderable
quantities, to pafs through the bowels with-
out entering properly into the courfe of the
circulation; the griping pains and the weak-

M 4 nefs
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nefs it frequently occafions, and the imper-
fe@ manner in which oftentimes the blood is
this way impregnated with the mercurial par-
eticles, are fufficient reafons to determine
which method ought in moft cafes to be
purfued..

Do&or Turner proceeds afterwards to give
rules concerning the method of falivating
by un&ion: and here it may {eem perhaps
trifling to take notice of the manner of drei-
fing a patient under thefe circumftances, by
wrapping his whole body in flannels a me-
thod ftill in ufe with many; nor is the con-
finement of the patient to his bed, and in a
hot room, fo frequently difpens’d with as
might be.  There may undoubtedly be
conftitutions that will bear this without con-
fiderable 1inconvenience, efpecially in cold
weather, and fome may poflibly be benefited
by an extraordinary perfpiration, as that
fecretion ought in all to be free and open;
but fuch a quantity of flannel covering, in
every cafe and on every perfon alike, does not
appear to be neceflary in general practice.

So very great a difference in the cloathing from
| what
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what 1s common, and the confinement in a
hot room, and perhaps in bed, muft of courfe
weaken the patient; and by heating the body
muft oftentimes aggravate the painful and in-
flammatory {ymptoms. The doctor feems
likewife to obferve too little difference in the
degree of his falivations, directing in com-
mon a plentiful, or, what would frequently be
called, a profufe falivation. In many in-
ftances it is right to carry that point of fecurity
as far as poffible ; but as the malignity of the
difeafe is different in different habits, and the
mercury has a much more powerful ef-
fect in fome perfons than in others, it will be
often found unneceflary to proceed {o far, as it
will be always defirable to avoid fuch a force
on the conftitution when itcan be fafely o-
mitted. Upon this head you will confult Dr.
“Aftruc, who gives (p/) a very good account
both of the milder and the more fevere way
of raifing a falivation; where you will like-
wife meet with ingenious explications of fome
of the effects of mercury, as well as ufeful

directions in conducting thefe different courfes.

(2) P. 463.
One
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One cannot however recommend theftri¢t ob-
fervanceof thisauthor’s (¢) preparatorycourfe.
Every judicious practitioner will, itis prefum-
ed, according to the ftate of the conftitution,
dire& fome gentle evacuations previous tothe
ufe of the mercury. As thefe will empty and
cool the body, they will be a likely means to
moderate any painful fymptoms which may
enfue, and the mercury will a&t with greater
freedom in the circulation. To clean and
foften the fkin by the warm bath may alfo be
proper, in order for the more eafly admifiion
of the mercurial particles when the ointment
is rub’d upon it; and in fome few inftances
it may be thought expedient to repeat the ufe
of the bath: but you will find in Aftruc that
the work is very far from being finifh’d here.
Befides bleeding and purging, the patient is
to be bathed twice a day if he can bear it,
and an hour or more cach time : the number
of thefe bathings to be from ten to twenty.
He 1s likewife to take draughts or medicated.
broths every morning, then bleed and purge:
again; and in bilious habits bathe once or

(7) P. 459. ,
tWICe
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twice more, to allay the heat which this
fecond purging may have occafioned: and
all this is not done upon the pretence, as
fome make it, of difpofing the mercury
to pafs afterwards by the fkin, but is the
ufual preparation when you intend a faliva-
tion.

So again in cafes where other difeafes are
complicated with the pox, you are firlt to
attempt the cure of thefe, and then begin the
preparatory courfe for the other.

Togive one inftance. If the patient has the
fcurvy or is inclinable to it, he is to
take ptifans made with the antifcorbutic
roots or herbs, together with bolufes com-
pofed of medicines adapted to the fame inten-
tion; alfo chalybeat water, and a decotion
of guaiacum, &c. When the patient has
perfifted in this method a month or two, and
the fcorbutic {ymptoms are fuppos’d to be lef-
fen’d, he is then to go thro’ the common pre-
paratory courfe for a falivation, But what is
to become all this time of the pocky com-
plaints? I am afraid that while you have been
concerned about th¢ others, the venereal

fymptoms
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fymptoms have been increafing, and are be-
come more confirm’d and malignant. Yet
thefe preparatory circumftances are what Af-
truc would never have omitted, except in one
or two inftances that he mentions, and which
- very rarely happen.

The caution this celebrated author (7) im-
mediately {ubjoins to thefe direGtions may, I
imagine, make moft of them unneceffary,
that is, to ufe the mercury fparingly, em-
ploying it in fmall dofes and at due diftances
of time. 'This, as he himfelf obferves, will
probably prevent fudden and violent agitations
in the blood, which might happen from too
free a ufe of the mercury; and we may add,
it is highly probable that, by purfuing the
courfe, notonly the venereal fymptoms will be
hereby effectually relieved, but if you find no
amendment of the other complaints, you will
at leaft meet with no confiderable interruption

from them to the principal intention, the era=
dicating the venereal difeafe.

I fhall trouble you with only one particular
more under this article ; and I mention it not

(r) P. 463.
merel y
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mérely with regard to praﬁtiée, but alfo to
thow how apt the moft fenfible of fyfte-
matical writers are to run into a detail of cir=-
cumftances that may ferve to drefs up their
method rather in an agreeable than in a prac-
tical manner. '

Speaking of the ulcerations of the mouth,

(/) he fays, fome of them are ufelefs and
painful, and ought to be immediately fup-
prefs’d and healed; others are ufeful, and
ought to be encouraged during the whole
courfe of the falivation., ‘Thefe directions are

very agreeble in theory, and what every man
would wifh to put in praltice.

The fame circumitance would be as defira-
ble in the management of the fmall-pox.
The eruptions about thelips, noftrils, and eye-
lathes, may be painful and troublefome, and
therefore onc would wifh to get rid of them.
But as in the latter inftance it would be either
not practicable, or at leaft unfafe, o in the
former it is full as impra&icable, and, if free
from danger, might at leaft be liable to great
inconveniences The method of doing this

(/) P. 468.
he
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he informs you is, by touching the ulcers
with an arm’d probe dip’d in a ftyptic or re-
ftringent mixture quicken’d with {pirit of vi-
triol, or by ufing fpirit of vitriol alone, wath-
ing the ulcers afterwards with fomething
more emollient. The confequence of this
might be a great deal of pain to the patient,
an inflammation and fwelling of the ulcerated
parts, and, theflow of falivabeing interrupted,
a fwelling of the whole face might enfue and
prove very difagreeable.

I fhall conclude what I have to offer on ve-
nereal complaints, by explaining {ome difin-
genuous proceedings in the management of
thefe diforders : a fubject not very agreable in
its own nature, nor very encouraging to en=
ter upon from the fuccefs which ufually at-
tends it; for whilft credulity affects the minds
of {ome, and unreafonable apprehenfions pof-
fefs the imaginations of others, there will ne-
ver be wanting artifice to impofe upon the
weaknefs of the former, nor knavery to avail
itfelf of the fears of the latter.

There is hardly any difeafe which furnifhes
fuch frequent opportunities for impofition as
the venereal difeafe : not only becaufe difor-

ders
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ders of this kind being kept private, bad prac-
tices are lefs liable to be expofed than in o-
ther cafes, nor that the apprehenfions of the
patient readily receive the impreflions of fuch
delufions, butit happens too that the remedy
for thediftemperis favourable tothe purpofes
of impofition.

This will appear evident from confidering
the different effeéts of mercury in the com-
mon ufe of it. Thus for inftance, when the
fituation of the patient’s affairs make a faliva-
tion, or even a confinement, impracticable, we
find, if the mercury a&s kindly in the confti-
tution, venereal complaints are fometimes
cured without much attention to common
rules : when a moderate confinement is com-
plied with, or particular care is taken to a-
void catching cold, fuccefs is {till more to be
expected; and if the courfe is purfued till
~ the mouth is made tender without bringing
on a regular falivation, the prefent fuccefs
as well as the future fecurity will generally
be greater and moreto be relyed ‘on. Again,
whena falivation 1isreally intended, we of-
ten find that the mercury, inftead of affec-
ing the mouth, either does not occafion any

. 4 vifible
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vifible alteration in that refped, or elfe ex-
erts its operation on the kidneys, bowels,
or fkin, increafing the quantity of urine,
ftools, or perfpiration. Upon thefe occur-
rences in the common ufe of this medicine
have been founded the various {chemies of em-
ploying mercury in fuch a manner, that it
fhould anfwer the purpofes of cure without the
inconveniences of a falivation.

With this view fome practitioners, after
evacuations and bathing, ufed the mercury
in fmall quantities and at confiderable diftan-
ces of time, till they had employ’d as much
or rather more of the medicine than is ufually
neceflary to raifea falivation. As this circu-
lated and mixed with the general mafs, it was
expected that, by its fpecific property,it would
deftroy the venereal poifon; and that by
doing 1t in this gradual way, it would not oc-
cafion any difturbance in the conftitution, nor
affe¢t the mouth, as it generally does when
ufed in a more hafty manner. There was the
more reafon to hope for fuch an event, from
confidering that the falivation was not in it-
felf neceffary to deftroy or carry off the ve-
nereal poifon, firce the mercury, ufed with-

out
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out certain precautions, would produce that
cfteCt in a perfon of the moft perfect health
equally with one of the moft difeafed confti-
tion. In reality this method would fome-
times fucceed very well, but was much more
frequently liable to the following objettions.
In fome inftances the {fymptoms difappear’d
only, without being abfolutely cured. In
others the {fymptoms would not even lofe
their external appearance till a more eftectual
courfe was purfued : a falivation would often
happen in other cafes, in fpite of all endea-
vours to prevent it.

Another opinion advanced was, that a freer
ufe of the mercury might be allowed without
hazard of affeCting the mouth, by determining
the operation of the medicine to fome of the
common difcharges of the body. Amongft
thefe, the evacuation by purging feems to be
the principal. ’Twas afferted that by the al-
ternate ufe of mercury and purging, the blood
-might receive all the benefits of the medicine,
and the poifon as well as the mercury would
be carried out of the body by the purging
when the remedy had work’d its effe& on the
venereal infeGion.

N Cures
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Cures were made by this method, but
many - reafons prevented its becoming ge-
neral. As in the preceding "inftance a fali-
vation would fometimes accidentally fupervene
or was abfolutely neceflary to remove the
fymptoms ; or even if the complaints feemed
to be cured, the difeafe was oftentimes only
withdrawn frem view and not eradicated.
Befides thefe inconveniences, the frequent
purging, which was thought neceflary on
thefe occafions, was almoft as difagreeable
and troublefome as a fore mouth, and was
infinitely more prejudicial to many con-
{titutions by impairing the ftrength and weak-
ening the digeftion: and 1f you add to
thel:, that very fevere colics were fome-
times confequences of fuch a courfe, you
will not wonder that this method loft its
credit. |

Other practitioners imagined, that the in-
tention propofed might be anfwered by in-
creafing the quantity of perfpiration or urine.
Uren trial of thefe methods it appeared, that
fome of the preceeding objeions, as well as
others peculiar to each of them, fruftrated.
the defigns of their patrons, who, by attempt—

2 ing
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ing to bring thefe diﬁ‘er&ntﬁ methods into ge-
neral practice, deprived them in fome meafure
of that fhare of attention afterwards which
each in particular cafes might have pre-
lerved.

The chief inducement for the promotion
of all thefe {chemes was to remove the grand
obje&ion againft the ufe of mercury, its af=
'fe&ing the mouth; a circumftance {o defira-
ble, that no wonder it was fought after by the
practitioner and encouraged by the patient:
nor is it f{urprifing that, for a certain time,
{peculative men of little experience and the
artful adopters of novelties fhould find plau-

fible reafons to {upport the propriety of their
opinions. Numerouslefs likely {chemeshave
been formed for the cure of almoft every dif=

eafe. But when men boldly affert that in each
of thefe inftances the fafety and certainty of
the method might be depended upon, and
that the truth was confirmed by repeated ex-

erience; what fhall we fay when the fads
appear generally otherwife ? Shall we impute
thiscontrariety tothe warmth of thefe people’s
imagination ? to their partiality for a favour-
ite opinion ! or may we not venture to think

N 2 that
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that felf-intereft had fometimes a prevailing
influence? There is the more reafon to ad-
mit now and then of the latter conftruion,
as thefe pretences are ufually accompany’d
with inviting aflurances of the convenience
and eafe of the method, and an exemption
from the difagreeable circumftances which a
patient would wifh to avoid.

The remarkable power of mercury in {ub-
duing “the malignity of the venereal difeafe,
will frequently procure fuccefs in whatever
form this medicine is adminiftered. The
leaft valuable of its preparations will now and
then appear to do wonders to thofe who are
unacquamtcd with its ufual effects, and will
very likely gain a temporary credit where it is
managed with addrefs. Hence partly arofe
the reputation which, atdifferent times, was
beftowed on feveral noftrums of this kind.
It appeared, however, afterwards, that moft
of thefe were {fome of the common prepara-
tions difguifed, and had only the additional
merit of being fecrets; or elfe that the com-
mon preparations were mixed with fome other

ingredient, with a view of determining the
Gperatmn
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operation of the mercury from the mouth to
fome of the other fecretions.

It would be endlefs to enumerate all the
compofitions which have been boafted of by
quacks, or recommended by thofe who ought
to have been more cautious in their en-
comiums. Tis f{ufficient to oblerve of the
once fecret compofitions, that, as moft of
them became publicly known, they loft their
credit with their fecrecy; and that thofe which
continued fecrets, at leaft fuch as their pro-
prietors would not allow were difcovered, are
now {carce ever heard of.

At prefent therefore the compofitions of
mercury are confined by men of experience
and candour to a very {mall number. Moft
of the chemical preparations (except the mer-
curius calcinatus) differ in little elfe than in
their milder or rougher eftects on the ftomach
and bowels, according to the different com-
binations of the acid with the quickfilver,
without receiving any confiderable alteration
in the fpecific property of the mercury; and
thofe compofitions which a&t by gentler
means, and are more particularly diftinguifthed

as alteratives, are to be chiefly regarded as
N 3 different
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different methods only of dividing the parti-
cles of crude quickfilver.

Among other remedies which have been
recommended for the cure of venereal com-
plaints, diet-drinks have been ufed, and
with a degree of credit very unequal at dif-
ferent times. We find in the hiftory of the
feveral . methods of cure which have pre-
vail'd in different ages, that the firft ufe of
mercury was very unfuccefsful : not from
the real inefficacy of the medicine, but from
the extreme bad management of . it. The
unhappy or fatal confequences which en-
fued, made the remedy look’d upon almoft
as bad as the difeafe. In this dilemma
other means were fought after. The chief
{ubftitutes for mercury were diet-drinks or
decottions of guaiacum, china root, or far-
faparilla, which were given in very large
quantities a confiderable time. The firlt of
thefe was highly extoll’d, but loft its credit
and gave place to the china root. ‘The china
root underwent- the f{ame fate, and was fuc-
ceeded by the farfaparilla, which was recom-
mended likewife for complaints remaining

after
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after a courfe of mercurials; and the fame is
now in credit for thefe latter or fecondary
fymptoms. But whatever good effects thefe
compofitions may have in the removal of fome
diforders remaining after a falivation or a
courfe of mercurials, on which accounts they
fometimes appear to be ufeful, we find, if
they are given, unmixed with any mercurial
preparation, in fuch recent cafes as admit no
doubt of their being venereal, that they do
not difcover any fpecific power to deftroy the
infe&tion inthat ftate of the difeafe. T his
muft have appeared very plainly in the early
management of this diftemper, for the {pecific
property of thefe medicines, you may con=
clude, muft be very inconfiderable, fince af-
ter a diligent and plentiful ufe of them, prac-
titioners were again obliged to have recourfe
to their former remedy, mercury, how-
ever difagreeable at that time in its effects.
The -event indeed proved fortunate, for
inftead of ufing the mercury with that im-
prudence as before, they adminifter’d it with
greater caution ; and the more modern im-
provements in the management of this moft
valuable medicine have not only fix’d the cha-

N 4 racter
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racter of its efficacy, but have render’d the
"nconveniences that formerly refulted from it
comparatively inconfiderable. Diet-drinks,
that is, diet-drinks uncompounded with mer-
cury, ate therefore very rarely given now un-
lefs on account of fome complaints which
affect the patient after a courfe of mercu-
rials; or they are try’d fometimes where
the caufe of the fymptoms is judged to be
doubtful. '

In regard to the general complaints remain-
ing after a falivation or a plentiful ufe of mer-
cury, the caufe of thefe is frequently mif-
taken by the patient, who, after what he has
fuffer’d, is naturally enough alarm’d at every
pain or unufual appearance. It will be found
however that the common objeéts of fear up-
on thefe occafions often go away of them-
fclves, when the ftrength of the patient is
reftored, and the natural fecretions are be-
come regular. Thisindeed is not always the
cafe : the venereal difeafe happening in every
kind of conftitution, as the {crophulous, the
gouty, the {corbutic, &c. it muft be expected
that different circumftances will fometimes

neceflarily occur from this natural difference
n
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in the habit independent of infetion. TFor
this reafon, diforders which feem’d perhaps
originally to have taken their rife from the
venereal poifon, may, by being mix’d with
{fcrophulous or fcorbutic complaints or where
other difpofitions prevail, be with difficulty
quite removed or may be liable to return
tho’ the infection is abfolutely eradicated.
In fuch cafes the ufe of mercury being laid
afide, various other means have in different
inftances been occafionally direted with the
defired fuccefs : and here the method of giv-
ing diet-drinks has been frequently recom-
mended, and in particular cafes will preferve
a certain degree of credit. But befides the
diet-drinks that have been in ufe for the pur-
pofes juft recited, there have been fome which
had an addition of mercury to the common
ingredients, and were given for the cure of
venereal complaints in every ftate of the dif-
temper. Aftruc mentions feveral wherein
mercury makes part of the compofition, and
mercury, as was before obferved, will often
prove fuccefsful in whatever form it is admi-
niftered. It may be queftioned indeed whe-
ther in fome of the diet-drinks that he de-

fcribes
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{cribes the mercurial particles are really blend-
ed with the liquor, tho’ in others they cer-

tainly may, by means of the mercurial wa-
ters, fuch as the folutions of corrofive {ubli-
mate or of quickfilver in fpirit of nitre, which
Aftruc, (¢) obferves, tho’ in an unfavourable
manner, to be a method with fome pra&iti-
oners in Loondon and Paris(#).

Having attempted to fhow how the pur-
pofes of quackery may be anfwered by the
powerful effets of mercury and the variety
of its operations, and having obferv’d how
much the difpofition and the apprehenfions of
mankind coincide with fuch defigns, it will

not appear furprifing that men of lefs honefty
than ingenuity {hould avail them{elves of thefe
advantages. It is by no means a matter of
wonder that they fhould adopt the moft tri-

fling complaints into the number of venereal

(¢) P. 16q.

(#) The folution of corrofive fublimate having been
brought into common ufe {ince the former publication
of .thefe obfervations, and the refult of the experiments
which have been made with this medicine having
been already confidered in the introduion to the prefent

edition, any * further purfuit of the fubjet here is now
unncceflary.

diforders,
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diforders, and magnify every real fymptom of
the difeafe into a circumfitance of the higheft
importance, when they can thereby an{wer
the double purpofe of profit and an occafional
reputation.

To carry on thefe defigns with the moft
advantage, the leaft breaking of the fkin a-
bout the private parts, the leaft pain, knot
or fullnefs about the groins, the flighteft dif~
charge or running after ftrong exercife or de-
bauch, fhall be attributed to a venereal caufe.
In like manner every pain from the alteration
of weather, efpecially if near the parts fup-
pofed moft liable to be aftected, as the nofe,
fhins, &c; any foulnefs, difagreeable fmell
or unufual appearances in the urine, muit be
derived from the fame unhappy {ource.
Eruptions of almoft every kind, are deemed
venereal : nor cana pimpleor wart, unluckily
fituated, efcape being made the objelt of
dread and horror to the affrighted and delud-
ed patient. '

From thefe and from the numerous other
{chemes praétifed in the management of ve-
nereal complaints, a variety of misfortunes

are
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are nﬂéeﬁhrily produced. Had the prattiti-
oner been as defirous of fecuring the patient’s
future welfare, as he was of eftablithing the
chara&ter of fome favourite theory, the effeéts
of former diforders would not probably have
re-appeared. The difeafe might have been
intirely eradicated before it had tainted the
whole conftitution; nor might the confe-
quences have been feltat a time perhaps when
from fome change in the patient’s fituation
of life, the diftance from proper advice, or
other unfavourable circuinftances, relief isvery
dificult to be procured.

On the other hand, if the belief of ima-
ginary complaints had not been encouraged,
many might have been freed from the moft
tormenting apprehenfions. It would be hard-
ly credible to relate what a number of unhap-
py perfons languifh under the moft fevere an-
xiety from imaginary fymptoms of the pox.
There is not in the world a fet of people who
are {o calculated for the objets of impofition
as thefe are. 'There isbut one thing that you
find a difficulty of making them believe, and
that is, their being free from the difeafe; and

in their purfuif after different advice they fel-
dom
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dom fail to find thofe who will indulge them
in their fears, in order to profit themfelves of
fuch credulity.  Even this deception might
be pardonable, if the courfes which the pa-
tient is made to undergo would contribute at
all to his peace of mind; but they almoft
always confirm rather than leffen his unhap-
pinefs. A bad ftate of nerves, or a melan-
choly difpofition, will be little benefited by
the ufe of mercurials; and it is more pro-
bable that fuch rath undertakings either quite
deftroy the patient’s life, or ferve as a prepa-
ration for a mad-houfe.

I have now gone through what I propofed
at the beginning of my firft letter. I have
endeavoured to point out and explain fuch
particulars in the writers on the venereal dif-
eafe, asI imagined might lead aman of little
experience or too much theory into a a per-
plexed and erroneous practice. I have at-
tempted likewife to clear the fubje&t from
many falfe pretences in the management
of this diforder, and have offered fome ge-~
neral obfervations relative to the cure as they
occafionally arofe.

A mi-
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A minute account of other circumftances
are to be met with in books that treat of
this diftemper: a repetition of them here
therefore would be tedious and unneceflary.

1.am;, Sir,

Yours, &c,










TO THE

MASTER, GOVERNORS,

AND
CouRT of AsSISTANTS,

OF THE"
TN ECORPORATED SOCIETY

OF

SURGEONS of LONDO N.

GENTLEMEN,

H E obliging manner in which you
l -appointed me to the office of read-
ing thefe occafional lectures was
¢fteemed by me as a mark of your regard;
nor had I lefs reafon to be fatisfied with
your favourable behaviour at the Theatre.
.. Juftly fenfible of thefe civilities, I take this
public opportunity of returning you my
thanks.

In compiling the anatomical part of thefe
Le&ures, I endeavoured to collec the princi-
pal articles of this interefting fubje&, and to
form fuch an account of the eye and eye-lids as

O might
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might convey a clear and comprehenfive idea
of their ftructure and ufes without being te-
dioufly circumftantial,

If I have fucceeded in my defign, as I am
encouraged to hope, the trouble I took on the
occafion may probably, by this publication,
be ufeful to thofe who are in purfuit of the
fame knowledge.

I am,
GENTLEMEN,
With due regard,
Your moft obedient Servant,

THOMAS GATAKER,
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"FIRST LECTURE.
- TUHE B .
iNTRODUCTION

H E fubje& I have chofen for the fol-
lowing leGtures, i1s the ftruQure of
the eye and eye-lids ; a fubject which, from
its importance inregard to the difeafes of thefe
parts and from the difficulty of acquiring a
perfect knowledge of it, will, Iimagine, very
properly admit of being often explained.
~ As the employments and the pleafures of
life depend; in a gréat degree, upon the fa-
culty of feeing, whatever may interrupt or
‘deftroy the ufe of that faculty deferves our
utmoft attention. Agreeable to this opinion,
we find in all times, that the diforders which
affected the fight were confidered as objects of
importance.  Anatomifts have taken great
pains in difcovering the ftructure of the eye;
thearts of phyfic and furgery have been em-
0 2 : ployed
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ployed to removeoralleviate the difeafes of this
organ; and to thefe affiftances has been added
the refult of philofophical enquiries, which,
by explaining the nature of vifion, have
pointed out the means of relief in fome cafes,
wherein neither medicines nor manual ope-~
rations avail.

With all thefe advantages, it mﬁy feem ex-
traordinary to affert, that diforders of the eyes
are frequently treated with far lefs propriety
than many other complaints of a much lefs
interefting nature., '

May I be allowed here to mention fome of
the reafons which induce me to form this
opinion !

If we look into the accounts given of the
difeafes of the eyes, we fhall find, that moft
authors, who have written at large or pro-
tefledly upon this fubje&t, feem fond of mak-
ing numerous diftinctions of the complaints,
“and of beftowing particular appellations upon
them ; multiplying them by this means into
{fuch an ufelefs and perplexing variety, that
the diforders of the eyes and eye-lids are made
by fome writers almoft equal to all the other

diftempers which ever affected the human
body.
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body. But whatever indulgences of this
fort a creative fancy, ora motive lefs juftifia-
ble may induce a writer to take, it ought to
be confidered, that all diftin&ions and fub-
divifions upon thefe occafions, which are not
effentially ufeful, are in reality prejudicial :
they load the memory, and confound the judg-
ment of the unexperienced, and by filling the
mind with falfe and trifling ideas, they prevent
in fome degree the more. plain and neceflary
circumftances from being properly attended to.
In the treatment of tumours formed upon the
eye-lids, of what confequence can it be to
know, whether any of them refemble a bar-
ley-corn, a gravel-ftone, or a hail-ftone? In
the defcription of fome diforders of the eye it-
{elf, what an unneceflary and perplexing trou-
ble muft it be to determine the figure and fize
of certain appearances? as whether they are
formed like the nail of a man’s hand, or like
the wing of a bird? or whether they refemble
a grape-ftone, a {fmall apple, the head of a
nail, or the head of a fly? Yet fuchkind of
diftin&tions are to be met with in writers of the
greateft eminence.

€2 Another
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Another circumftance to which the want of
fuccefs in thefe cafes feems to be often owmg,
is, that they are frequently of {o campllcateda
-nature as to beincapable of relief, without the;
united aflitance of phyfic and furgery. Upon
fuch occafions, ifa practitioner is unfkilled in
cither of thofe profeffions, "and wants oppor-
tunity or inclination to procure any additional
help, the patient muft neceflarily lofe part of
that benefit which the circumftances of his
cafe would have allowed. The fame difad-
vantage indeed may prevail more or lefs in
the treatment of complaintsincident to fome
other parts of the body ; but here the obfer-
vation ferves at leaft to account for the little
advantage attending the general practice of
oculifts. -The merit of moft practitioners
of this clafs confifts chiefly in knowing the
anatomy of the eye, and in a dexterous
performance of particular -:::peratmns In
fefpect to -the more general part of phy-
fical knowledge, as they rarely have much
real pretence to this, fo their condué is

{feldom ingenuous enough to make them
defire
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defire the advantage of fuch knowledge
from thofe who poflefs it.

To the reafons already afligned may be
added the ﬁ}]ldwing one, which relates more
immediately than the others to the bufi-

nefs of the prefent leCtures. Some practi-
tioners may not have that thorough know-
ledge in the ftructure of the eye, as to enable
them in all cafes to treat the feveral diforders
of this organ with that judgment and propri-
ety with which they would execute many
other parts of their profeflion. The ftudy
of anatomy, it muft be owned, has of late
years been very much cultivated, and the
methods of teaching it have been much im-
proved: but notwithftanding the progrefs
which many {tudents make in this very ufe-
ful branch of phyfical education, many of
thofe who attend anatomical courfes cannot,
" I conceive, be reafonably expected to receive
from thence all the benefit that could be
wi{hei The time and opportunities which
they are allowed for this improvement, are
very often, unequal to the defign. A multi-
Phcity of things are to be learnt; many of

O 4 them
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them are very minute; and it is extremely |
difficult to comprehend them perfeétly, and
to fix them all in the memory from one or
two tranfient views, though accompanied
with the mo{t exalt and ingenious defcrip-
tions. A moderate fhare of knowledge may -
be acquired by this means in the grofs ana-
tomy, but when the finer organs of the body
become the objects of attention, greater dif-
ficulties occur: repeated examinations and
explanations are then neceflary, in order to
underftand perfectly the ftructure and ufes
of thefe delicate  parts, and to imprefs a
jafting idea of them upon the mind. Shall
I affert too much in faying, that the want
of thefe opportunities of improvement, by
repeated in{pection and explanations of the
parts, is not fo well fupplied by books as
the fubject feems capable of ? For though
there is very little known in anatomy that
has not been given to the public, yet the
manner in which this knowledge has been
communicated, makes the acquifition of it
in fome inftances very difficult to perfons
who are little acquainted with the fubjeét.
Thus, in refpet to the ftrutture of the eye,

wcC
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we find fome writers have been fo concife
and.imperfe& in certain articles, as by no
means to anfwer the full intention of fuch’
defcriptions : others have been more elaborate
and exa&, and very much deferve our ac-
knowledgments and attention; but in fome
particulars, I prefume, are more diffufe and
circumftantial than is generally neceflary.,
The account is alfo frequently complicated
with critical difcuflions; perplexed, like
moft other articles in anatomy, with an ufe-
- lefs multiplication of names and diftin&ions ;
and when particular parts of the eye are
defcribed, as is often done, among other
things that have not any immediate connec-
tion with it, there is not that methodica]
arrangement of the feveral parts which leads
beft to a regular view of the whole.

Though unequal, I fear, to the tafk of
removing every difficulty from the fubjed,
I fhall endeavour, at leaft, that the follow-
ing le¢tures may be as little liable as pofli-
ble to the objetions which I have taken
the liberty of making in the preceeding
paragraph.

The
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Defcription of the Parts.

TR E BYX E-BR QW S,

Y JREVIOUS to the defcription of thofe
parts which more immediately and prin-
cipally conftitute the organ of fight, i1t may
be proper to fay a few words on a neighbour-
ing part, the eye-brow. |
The eye-brows are raifed a little above the
even furface of the forehead, by the thick-
nefsof the adipous membrane which lies un-
derneath them, and by the fhape of the fron-

tal bone in that part. The form and fub-
{tance of the eye-brows are in general too

well known to require any particular defcrip-
tion: In different perfons they have indeed
fome peculiarities in regard to their form,
and likewife to their fize and colour; but
thefe differences, though they often relate
effentially to the beauty and expreflion of the

countenance, arenotthe proper objects of the
prefent accdunt.

The eye-brows admit of two motions, de-
preflion and elevation. ‘The firft of thefe is
| performed
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performed by a mulfcle peculiar to the eyes
brow, and is termed depreflor or corrugator
fupercilii. This mufcle is adherent to, and
covered by the inferior portion of the fronta]
raufcle, of which it is reckoned by fome to be
an elongation. It takes its origin in the great
angle of the eye, from the fuperier pért of
the nafal bone, and running obliquely up-
wards, is inferted tendinous into the fkin of
the brow.

~ The ufe of this mufcle, when it as fing-
| ly, is to move its re{pective eye-brow down-
wards; but when both thefe mulfcles a¢t to-
gether, the brows are drawn nearer to one
another at the fame tlme that they are depref-
fed. In this action, the fkin that covers
the lower part of the forehead between the
eye-brows, and that which covers the upper
part of the nofe, is drawn into wrinkles of
different directions, as is parncularly {een
in frowning. The eye-lids are likewife
brought clofer by this action, and the eyes,
it is fuppofed, are thereby in fome degree

occafionally defended from duft or other fmall
bodies
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bodies floating in the air, as well as from the
glare of a very ftrong light.

The elevation of the eye~brows is perform-
ed by the frontal mufcles, whofe flethy fibres
cover the anterior portion of the frontal bone,
and are partly inferted into the fkin of the
brows. When thefe mufcles contradt, they
draw up the eye-brows, and at the fame time
wrinkle the ikin of the forehead and move
the {calp.

The eye-brows receive blood-veflels from
the temporal and frontal arteries ; and nerves
from a branch of the fifth pair of nerves.
This branch, accompanied with an artery,
proceeding foom the internal carotid artery,
runs along the periofteum lining the focket
of the eye, and pafling through the fuper-
ciliary hole or notch of the fontal bone,
is partly beftowed upon the eye-brow and itg
mufcles.

In refpeét to the general ufes of the eye-
brows, they are faid to intercept the rays of
ftrong light falling in fome oblique directions
from above; but though probably they are
feldom of much fervice on this account, they |
are certainly very uleful in preventing rain,

{weat,
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fweat, or other moifture from running ini-
mediately off the forehead into the eyes : this
they do, by direting the courfe of {uch moif-
ture either along the fides of the nofe, or
down the temples. “

It might feem proper likewife in this place,
as a preliminary article to the following de-
fcription, to give {fome account of the orbit
or bony focket, in which the greateft part of
the organ of fight is contained: but as the
general form and the general ufe of this bony
cavity are well known, and as feveral bones
contribute to the formation of it, which
are {ubfervient likewife to other purpofes,
a regular defcription of it here will be omit=
ted. In the courfe of the following account,
different parts of the focket will necefia-

rily be mentioned, and whatever relates in
this refpect effentially to explaining the pre-
fent fubjet, fhall be occafionally obferved.

The next parts to be confidered therefore are
the eye-lids.

T H Ef
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[ YHE eye-lids are connefted to the cir<
cumference of the focket by the tunica
conjunctiva, which will be particularly de-
{cribed hereafter with the coats of the eye.
It is neceffary, however, to obferve here in
general of the tunica conjunétiva, thatitis a
very {mooth and fine membrane, which lines
the internal furface of the eye-lids, and from
“the edge of the focket, to which it adheres
all round, isreflected upon and covers the an-
terior half of the globe of the eye.
The eye-lids are compofed of the com-
mon teguments, acartilage called tarfus, and
~ aninternal mentbrane. They have two angles
or corners, one the {fmall or external, the
other the large or internal angle. The form
of each eye-lid is that of a fegment or por-
tion of a circle, and in regard to the eye is
fuch, that when both eye-=lids are fhut they
make a uniform arch, adapted to the con-
vexity of the eye, and in conta&t with it:
but in regard to one another when fhut, their
edges are {o contrived, that they leave a fort

of groove or channel between them, which

2 15
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15 narrow towards the outer angle, and wider
towards the inner, ‘and ferves to conduét the
tears as they come from the upper part of
the ﬂye, to what are called the lacrymal -
points. The margin of each eye-lid being
of confiderable thicknefs, is divided into the
outer and inner edge. Itis the outer edge
only of each lid that is fuppofed to join when
the eye-lids are fhut; the inner edge being
formed oblique or flanting, makes the groove
or channel juft mentioned for the paffage of
the tears to the lacrymal points.

The outer edge of each eye-lid is furnifthed
with a row of hairs. Thefe hairs are defign-
ed to prevent duft or other {mall bodies fly-
ing in the air, from being admitted to the ball
of theeye, by the immediate warning which
they give to thut the eye-lids when any fuch
bodies touch them. They ferve likewife in
fome meafure to defend the eyes againft the
impreflions of very ftrong "light. The lofs
of thefe hairs, which happensfometime from
diforders in the lids, thews the utility of
them in their natural ftate and fituation.
The eye-lids, in fuch cafes, are often dif-
agreeably irritated, even by the common light,

and
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and are kept almoft in conftant motion, ei-
ther on that account, or to prevent duft or
other fmall fubftances from being admitted and
lodging upon the eye.

On the internal edge of each lid is a row of
fmall holes, which are the excretory ducts of
what are termed the ciliary glands. Thefe
glands, which are likewife diftinguifhed by
the name of Meibomius’s glands, appear of
a whitith colour, and are fituated on the in-
ternal furface of the eye-lids, immediately
under the tunica conjunétiva. Their du&s
which are extremely fhort, open at the in-
ternal edge of each lid, and when fqueezed,
yield a kind of oily or untuous matter.
This matter is fuppofed to be of ufe in pre-
venting the attrition of the eye-lids from
their frequent motion ; and by keeping their
edges moift and foft, it ferves in a great de-
gree to hinder them from being inflamed and
excoriated, and from adhering to one ano-
ther.

Under the external teguments of the eye-
lidsis the thin cartilage, called tarfus, which
forms the chief part of the edge of each lid.
| The tarfus of each lid is different in refpect
Ly to
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to its breadth and figure. In the lower lid
it is narrow, and nearly of an equal breadth
all along ; in the upper lid it is broader in ge-
neral than in the lower, and rifing in its mid-
dle and fuperior part, is of a femilunar fhape.
From the fuperior edge of the upper tarfus
and the inferior of the lower, is continued
a membranous expanfion to the neighbouring
edge of the orbit. Each of thefe membranes
together with its refpeltive tarfus, has the
form of theeye-lid to which it belongs, and
is called ligamentum tarfi. The tarfi are
concave towards the globe of the eye, and
convex on the other fide; and upon their in-
ternal furface are tranfverfe channels for the
reception of the ciliary glands before-menti-
. oned. By the firm fubftance of the tarfi,
and by their form, they ferve to ftrengthen
and to keep the lids fmooth and equally ex-
tended, {o that they may be freely moved a-
like in every part; and they make that arch by
which the internal furface of the eye-lids is,_
adapted to the convexity of the eye. I
The infide of the lids is lined with a fine.,
and very fenfible membrane, which is a por-_
tion of the tunica conjun&iva as has been al-
ready
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ready obferved and as will appear more parti-
cularly hereafter.

The mufcles {fubfervient to the motions of
the eye-lids, are the mufculus orbicularis, and
the levator palpebra fuperioris. |

The mufculus orbicularis {urrounds and co-
vers both lids. The origin of this mufcle is
at the great or internal angle of the eye; and
the fibres of it {preading from thence and co-
vering the lower lid, proceed on to the out-
ward or lefler angle : pafling round this angle
they are continued over, and cover the upper
lid, and then terminate at the great or inter-
nal angle where they began. This mufcle
has a flight ligamentary tendon, which ex- -
tending tranfverfely from the nafal procefs of
the maxillary bone towards the internal
angle of the eye, and appearing like a white
line, terminates at the union of the lacrymal
points.

The ufe of this mufcle is by its contrac-
tion, to bring the upper lid downwards and
pull the lower lid upwards, by which means

both lids are drawn together fo as to fhut up-
on theeye,

P2 Nl i -
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The levator palpebra {uperioris arifes from
the bottom of the orbit by a {mall tendon ;
and as the flethy fibres of this mufcle pafs
over the globe of the eye, they gradually
'fpread, and afterwards terminate by a broad
tendinous expanfion in the fuperior part of
the tarfus belonging to the upper lid. The
ufe of this mufcle is to open the eye, by
drawing the eye-lid upwards.

The integuments of the eye-lids, and the
orbicular mufcle, are furnifthed with blood by
ramifications from the angular, temporal,
and frontal arteries; and thefe communicate
with branches that are fent to the internal
membrane of the eye-lids. The levator pal-
pebre f{uperioris receives a ramification from
a confiderable branch, which is fent through
the inferior orbitary fiffure from the internal
maxillary artery, and is diftributed to this and
{feveral other parts of eye. '

The veins of the eye-lids correfpond pret-
* ty nearly with the courfe of the arteries, and
emptying themfelves into the neighbouring
veins of the temples and face, have their
blood carried by them into the external ju-
gulars.

The



THE EYE-LIDS. 217

The eye-lids are fupplied with nerves from
the opthalmic branch of the fifth pair. The
orbicular mufcle of the eye-lids rcceives nerves
from the fame branch ; likewife from another
branch of the fifth pair, called the fuperior
maxillary branch, and from the portio dura of
the feventh pair.

The levator palpebrz fuperioris receives a
branch from the third pair.

The eye-lids ferve as a veil or curtain,
which may be clofed or opened at pleafure
by the action of their mufcles. When they
cover the eyes intirely, as in fleep, they ex-
clude the light, which otherwife would hin-
der reft. They prevent the eyes from grow-
ing dry and uneafy, and defend them from
being injured by a variety of fmall bodies
which might fall upon them from the com-
mon air. Even the fofteft, pureft air, and
the mildeft light, would create very painful
fenfations in the globe of the eye, if it was
intirely divefted of this moft ufeful covering.
In the day, the eye-lids form a fort of fhade,
and occafionally moderate the influx of light
into the eye. The frequent motion of them
ferves alfo to fpread the tears or lacrymal

: 3 fluid
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fluid over the anterior furface of the globe
of the eye, and by that means wathes off
and cleanfes it from any foulnefs which may
have been colleéted there : By the fame means
the tranfparency of the cornea is preferved.
Nor is this frequent motion of the eye-lids,
which is fo neceflary for the purpofes juit
mentioned, at all inconvenient in refpect to
vifion ; as the quicknefs of the motion pre-
vents its being any continued and perceptible
obftruction to the free paffage of the rays of
light into the.eye.

The eye-lids are {fubje& to little tumours
either in their fubftance or on the furface of
them, which fanciful writers have divided
into feveral kinds, and have diftinguifhed
by particular names from a refemblance
which they conceived they had to fome other
things, as hail-ftones, barley-corns, &c.
Of thefe it is-fufficient to fay, that a perfon
who is well acquainted with the ftructure of
the parts and with the plain rules of furgery,
will find very little difficulty in the treatment
of them, further than the common difficulty
of handling or applying dreffings to parts
which are conftantly in motion, as well as

- contiguous
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contiguous to fo tender an organ as the eye.
But there is one complaint of the eye-lids,
which may'deferve more particular mention

in this place. This diforder chiefly affects
the ciliary glands, and is the occafion of that
rednefs which is fometimes obfervable along
the edges of the lids, attended with excoria-
tion, and a difcharge of humour. Different
methods may be properly direCted for the
cure or relief of this diforder in different cir-
cumftances of it; but there is one which is
not fo generally attended to as others, and
which in fome inftances has been found fuc-
cesful, after other means, both internal and
external, have proved ineffe¢tual. A pru-
dent ufe of the lunar cauftic to the parts
has anfwered this purpofe ; probably by
very powerfully conftringing and firengthening
the excretory ducts of the ciliary glands,
which a long determination of humours to
them has relaxed and enlarged ; and by dry-
ing up and healing thofe excoriations of the
orifices of thefe ducts and of the neighbour-
ing fkin, which have been produced by the
difcharge.

Py The
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The parts next to be confidered are the
lacrymal gland, the lacrymal points, and
the lacrymal bag; the firlt {ferving to fecrete
the lacrymal fluid to be diffufed upon the
antertor furface of the eye, the two laft ferving
to carry off this fluid after it has anfwered

the purpoles for which it was feparated.

To thefe may be added, the lacrymal ca-
runcle,

The GLANDULA LACRYMALIS, PuNcTA
LACRYMALIA,SACCULUSLACRYMALIS,
and CARUNCULA LACRYMALIS.

GLANDULA LACRYMALIs, In the up-
per part of the focket, a little above the ex-
ternal angle, is a depreflion which receives
the fuperior part of the glandula lacrymalis.
This gland, which was formerly termed glan-
dula innominata, is fituated behind the tu-
nica conjunctiva, and is confiderably large.
It is of a whitith colour, and is compofed
of feveral fmall lobes, each of which, it
has been faid, fends out an excretory dudt.
But though the number of thefe ducts is not
e:fily determinable, it is certain there are

fuch
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fuch du&@s, which piercing obliquely the tu-

nica conjun&iva of the upper lid, open on
the infide of that membrane near the fuperior
part of the tarfus.

The office of the lacrymal gland is to {epa-
rate a lymph or fluid, which pafies through
the excretory ducts, to be diffufed over and
to moiften the fore-part of the eye-ball;
which might otherwife grow dry, and be-
come painful from the fri¢tion of the lids,
and the action of the air upon it. Andin
order that this conftant fupply of fluid may
be properly diffufed, there is a frequent mo-
tion of the lids which {preads the fluid equal-
ly. By this moifture likewife, any foulnefs
between the eye-ball and lids may be wathed
off,

It is obfervable, that when any extraneous,
irritating {ubftance is accidentally lodged upon
the eye and excites pain, an unufual quantity
of this lacrymal fluid is immediately feparat-
ed, and is diffufed over the fore-part of the
globe, in order to carry oft the caufe of the
irritation. The affiftance which nature fur-
nifhes thus for relief of fuch accidents, and
likewife the profufion of the lacrymal fluid,

which
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which is inftantaneoufly feparated and flows
from the eyesupon fudden and violent fits of
crying, are circumftances very extraordinary,
confidering there is not any colle&ion or vi-
fible referve of lymph to anfwer occafionally
thefe purpofes. And here, though it is not
a remark effentially relative to practice, it
may not be amifs to take notice, that the
generality of brute animals are furnifthed
with nearly the fame apparatus for the fecre-
tion and conveyance of the lacrymal fluid,
and the fame purpofes feem to be an{wered
by this fluid in them as have been obferved
to be in man, except in the laft inftance. It
i1s a quality peculiar to the human fpecies,
to thew the paffion of grief by a fudden
and involuntary difcharge of tears; unlefs we
admit of a few exceptions, which are imper-
fe& in their kind, and are but barely allowa-
ble at all.

PuncTA LACRYMALIA. Upon the in-
ner edge of each eye-lid, near the internal
angle, is a2 {mall eminence, which is perfo-
rated obliquely by a fine orifice. Thefe ori-
fices, which are fituated oppofite to one ano-
ther, are termed lacrymal points; and they

ferve
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ferve as wafte-pipes to carry off the lacrymal
fluid, after it has an{wered the purpofes al-
‘ready mentioned upon the anterior furface
of the eye. The manner in which this fluid
is direCted along the groove, formed by the
eye-lids to the lacrymal points, has been be-
fore taken notice of;; but in order that the
courfe of the lacrymal fluid may not be ob-
{tructed after it arrives at the lacrymal points
it is neceflary that thefe orifices fhould be

conftantly kept open, or at leaft that they
thould never be totally clofed. To this end,

each of the lacrymal points is incircled by a
white cartilaginous ring, the dire&tion of
which inclining a little obliquely towards the
globe of the eye, they never come into con-
ta& with one another intirely; but when
the eye-lids are flightly fhut, the lacrymal
points touch each other only at that part next
the outer edge or external fkin; and when
the eye-lids are quite fhut, they are ftill kept
at nearly the fame diftance from one another
by the interpofition of a {mall round fub-
ftance in the corner of eye, called the lacry-
mal caruncle,

It

5
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It muft be further obferved, in regard to
thefe lacrymal points, that they are the ori-
fices of two fhort dués, which run behind
the tendon of the orbicular mufcle, and
which uniting near the lacrymal fac, form
one duct that immediately opens, beyond the
angle of the eye-lids, into the upper part of
the {ac.

The courfe of thefe duls, as they run be-
hind the tendon of the orbicular mufcle, may
deferve confideration in refpect to the opera-
tion for a fiftula lacrymalis. It was long,
we know, fuppofed, that a tranfverfe incifi-
on of this tendon might occafion an inver=
fion or diftortion of the eye-lid; and there-
fore, in performing that operation, par-
ticular direCtions were given to avoid this
circumitance. This precaution has indeed
of late been almoft intirely difregard-
ed. Since,however, it is fuppofed by fome,
that from f{uch a divifion of the tendon,
thefe duts of the lacrymal points may be
wounded; and as the divided parts of the
du&s may poffibly not heal afterwards fo
aptly as to admit a free paffage of the la-
crymal fluid through them, it fhould feem

right
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right to prevent this accident where it can
be done with propriety. For this purpofe,
one of the methods which was formerly pro-
pofed of beginning the incifion immediately
below the tendon, in order to avoid wound-
ing the tendon, particularly in thofe cafes
where thereis little or no external fwelling,
appears a reafonable practice in one refpect
as it will certainly prevent a divifion of the
lacrymal duéts.

The Saccurus LAcrRYMALIs. The la-
crymal fac is defcribed to be an oblong mem-
branous bag, and, if feen in a ftate of dif-
tention, it has that appearance. The prints
which we have of itgive it likewife the fame
figure, reprefenting it uniformly diftended.
It ought however to be obferved, that in a
natural ftate of the lacrymal fac, in which
the tears have a free paflage through it, the
anterior fide of it fuffering no diftention, is
nearly flat. The upper part of the fac lies
under the tendon of the orbicular mufcle,
and receives the tears from the lacrymal
points by the duéts juft taken notice of. Near
the middle, which is the wide{t part of the
bag, it is fomewhat lefs than a quarter of an

inch
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inch in diameter; but defcending a little low-
er it gradually leflens, and pafling obliquely
backwards, terminates by a very fmall open-
ing, under the os turbinatum inferius, in the
cavity of the noftril. The lacrymal bag is
fituated juft within the orbit, in a bony paf-
fage, formed by the os unguis and the os.
maxillare. The length of this paflage is
about three quarters of an inch, the greateft
partof which is to be confidered as a groove,
theanterior furface of the bag for about the
fpace of half an inch, not being covered
with bone. The remaining narrower part
of the paflage is formed iantoa complete ca-
nal, which inclofes the contracted and fhor~
ter part of the bag, as it pafles into the no-
{tril.
Whoever duly confiders the fituation of
- the lacrymal fac, as it lies in the paffage juft
defcribed within the edge of the focket, will
perceive, I imagine, .that a proper compref-
fion of the fac (however ufeful fuch a com-
preflion might be could it be eafily made) is
not generally fo practicable as fome have
thought it to be in the cure of afiftula lacry-
malis. - Lefs-ftull- will be expeted from this
method
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method of compreflion, when it is confider-
ed, that the difeafe generally beginning with
an obftru&ion in that part of the paffage
which forms the complete bony canal above
mentioned, this obftru&ion muft be firft re-
moved before any effectual progrefs can be
made by other means towards a real cure of
the diforder.

The ftructure and ufes of the parts defcrib-
ed in this and the preceding article, ought,
in general, to be ﬁri&l}r attended to, in or-
der to conceive rightly of the operation for
the fiftula lacrymalis, Many other circum- -
ftances are neceﬂhr}? to be likewife attended
toin regard to the management of that com-
plaint; but as thefe have been treated of by
the beft of our modern writers on the ope-
rations of furgery, and as the fubjet has
been elaborately confidered very lately, Iam
precluded from faying more upon it at pre=
fent.

CARUNCULA LACRYMALIS. The la-
crymal caruncle is fituated between the in-
ternal angle of the eye-lids, and the ball of
the eye. It is a {fmall reddifh fubftance, and

has the appearance of being flethy, though
it
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it 1s thought to be glandular. It is faid to
have a great number of very fine hairs upon
its furface, and to be covered with an oily,
yellowith matter, not unlike that which is
difcharged from the ciliary glands. Thefe
hairs, itis fuppofed, ferve to ftop and pre-
vent any feculencies or extraneous {ubftances
from entering into, and obftructing the la-
crymal points; a ufe that is ingenioufly e-
nough applied, if the exiftence of thefe hairs
was really afcertained. The caruncle itfelf,
as was intimated in the preceding article,
by its fituation in the corner of the eye,
ferves to prevent the internal edges of the
lids at that part from ever coming quite in-
to conta& with one another; and thereby
the orifices of the lacrymal points being to
a certain degree kept open, the tears or la-
crymal fluid pafs freely through thefe points
into the fac.

The lacrymal gland, points, bag and ca-
runcle, receive arteries from the maxillary
and temporal branches, and nerves from the
opthalmic branch of the fifth pair.

THE
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T HE
SECOND LECTURE,

Of the form and coats of the Eye, and of
the Optic Nerves.

HE figure or natural form of the eye
is that of two unequal portions of un-

equal f{pheres. The portion of the fmaller
{phere is fituated anteriorly; the portion of
the larger {phere makes the pofterior part of
the eye. If the eye had been one fphere,

the diftance from the cornea through the cen=
ter of the eye to the retina would have been

{o fhort, that the focus of the rays of light
would have fallen beyond the eye, and vifion
would have been confufed.

In confidering the particular parts of the
eye, they may be divided into the coats and
the humours; to which may be added, the

mufcles.
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The coats of the eye are the tunica con-
junéiva or adnata; the fclerotica and cor-
nea; thechoroides with the uveaoriris; and
theretina. To thefe may be added, the cap-
fular tunics of the cryftalline and vitreous hu-
mours, which will be taken notice of in the
defcription of thofe humours.

The Tunica conjunétiva.

Some anatomifts divide the tunica conjunc=

tiva, adnata, or, as it has been fometimes
termed, though improperly, albuginea, in-
to different membranes. One of thefe is
faid to be a continuation of the periofteum
lining the focket, the other a continuation
of the internal membrane of the eye-lids;
both of them are faid to pafs from the edge
of the focket over the anterior part of the
eye to the termination of the fclerotica in
the cornea; and likewife to be covered with
an extreme fine membrane, proceeding from
the fcarfikin of the eye-lids. But without
purfuing any further account of thefe, it may
be {ufficient to obferve, that though the
conjunctiva may fometimes admit of being

divided
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divided into diftin €t laminz, as may be done
in other membranes where no {uch diftinc-
tion is obferved, yet as the divifion here is
far from being eafily practicable, and as the
diftin&ion does not appear to have any real
ufe, it may be properly ranked amongft the
many other articles which can ferve only to
burthen the memory.

The tunica conjun@iva therefore, the ori-
gin of which is not well determined, may
be confidered as one membrane, which lines
the internal furface of the eye-lids, and which,
from the edge of the focket, to whichit ad-
heres, is refle@ed upon, and covers the an-
terior half of the globe of theeye; the part
of this membrane which lines the lids be-
ing diftinguifhed as the conjunétiva of the
eye-lids, the portion of it that is {pread upon
the globe, as the conjunétiva of the eye.
The conjunétiva of the eye-lids adheres clofe~
ly to the internal furface of the tarfus. It
is full of capillary blood-veflels which ap-
pear very plainly,; and it is faid to be perfo-
rated with numerous fmall orifices, through
which a lymph conftantly paffes, ferving
with the tears to moiften the infide of the

Q.2 eye.
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eye. 'This portion of the tunica conjunctiva
is endued with a remarkable degree of fen=-
fibility, as is known by the extreme pain
which fometimes enfues from duft or other
irritating {ubftances accidentally lodging up-
on this part. The conjun&iva of the eye,
which adheres all round to the edge of the.
focket, and from which circumftance probably
it has been fuppofed to have its origin from
the periofteum lining the focket, is loofely
conneéed to the eye by a reticular fubftance,
as far as where the fclerotica is faid to ter-
minate in the cornea. Here it has been
thought that the conjun&ivaends; or changes
its nature and becomes one with the cornea;
but by a careful difleGion it may be feparated
from the whole furface of the cornea.

It may be proper to add here, that imme-
diatelyunderand adherentto the conjunétivaof
the globe, is fituated the tendinous expanfion:
of the four ftrait mufcles of the eye; which.
expanfion by its internal furface adheres:
clofely to the forepart of the {clerotica, and..
covering all that part of the globe which
appears white, terminates at the edge of the.
{clerotica: Some have given the name.of

tunica
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tunica tendinea to this expanfion. It is the
colour of this tendinous fubftance, and of
the anterior part of the {clerotica, in which
at laft this expanfion is loft, that chiefly forms,
what is commonly called the white of the
eye; for though the conjuné&iva has been
fuppofed to produce this colour, ‘and from
thence probably received one of its names,
albuginea, yet in reality the conjuniva,
though whitith, does not afford much co-
lour of itfelf, but being tranfparent, the co-
lour of thefe {ubjacent parts is feen ftrongly

through it.
The temporal and frontal arteries fend

branches to the tunica conjunctiva, and thefe
branches communicate with thofe which are
fent to the integuments of the eye-lids, and
to the orbicular mufcle. The fame mem-
brane is likewife fupplied with blood-vefiels,
by means of the internal maxillary artery,
which fends a confiderable branch into the
focket, where it divides, and f{preading into
various ramifications, is diftributed to feve-
ral parts of the eye, and amongft others, to
the tunica conjun&@iva. The veffels of that
portion of this membrane, which have been

Q2 dif’ti_n-
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diftinguithed by the name of conjuntiva
of the eye, are chiefly fuch as in their na-
tural ftate carry only lymph or ferum, and
are not -vifible unlefs made fo by ana-
tomical injeCtions; or elfe, when in the
living fubje&, they are accidentally diftended
with blood in inflammations of the eye; or
when the blood is admitted into and ftag-
nates in them, by a mere weaknefs or relaxa-
tion of thefe vefiels.

The admiflion of blood into thefe veflels,
is a circumftance which frequently deferves
attention in diforders of the eyes. The
eyes, we know, are fubje& to inflammations
from a variety of caufes, in moft of which,
not only the fanguinary veflels of the con-
juné&iva are