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bl dipbirein I T1ON 3
Dr.STEIGERTAHI,
Phyfician to His Majefty
King GEORG E.

9% H AV E often wonder'd,
that in fo free and in-
quifitive an Age as this,
when every one has a
Liberty of exercifing his
Enquiries with a be-
coming Freedom, no
Body has hitherto candidly and impartial-
{y examin'd into that commonly received
Opinion, of the Cure of the Kinp's Evil
by the Royal Touch; notwithftanding ic

~appears to be a Thing of {o extraordi-
nary a Nacture, thac the bare mention of
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it might be thought fufficient to excite
onc’s Curiofity to endeavour to be ap-
prized of every thing that relates to it.
For this Reafon; T have thought it very
well worth my while, to make, with an

i

Hiftorical Freedom, a Search into the

Truth of this generally received Notien:
that if it appear well grounded, I might
have the agreceable Satisfaétion of not
having acquiefc’d in it without a ftrick
Enquiry; or if T fhould find it wircertain
- or falfe, T might learn notto rely on

the too hafty Determinations of others,

which we fometimes find owe their Rife
to an unfound or deceitful Foundation.
It’s true, there have not been wanting
Perfons among us, for fome Ages paft,
who have been unwilling to give an im-
plicit Confent to the current Opinions of
the Times in which they lived, but have
fufpelted the Veracity of it; but no one
bitherto has thoroughly confiderd the
Hiftory of this Affair, whereby he might
be enabled fo/idly to juftify or condemn it.
The Reafon of this laft feems to be
principally owing to the great Defe-
rence thar is gencrally paid to the Foice
of the Major:ty, and a certain Indolency
of the Tempers of fome Perfons, which
rather difpofcs them to acquiefce in the
Dcterminacions of others, than to be

at
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at the Trouble to examine into the
Truth of Things themfelves. But not
only in this Cafe before us, but in fe-
veral others likewife, we ought to look
upon an Opinion’s being generally receiv-
ed, to be extrinfical to its being true or
falfe; for it is not the great Number of
Advocates that have appear’d in its Be-
half, or thofe that have tranfiently
written of it as a known Truth, fhould
oblige one to conclude it fo; if by
examination we find they deliver what
they fay traditionally, or have not
taken care to avoid perverting the moft
anctent Authorities, which in this Cafe
ought moft to be depended upon, or
foifted in later, which have nothing
to fupport them. And becaufe many
Perfons afcribe fo much to the Power
and Efficacy of this Method, that they
think it needlefs to attempt to account
for it after any other manner, than ac-
knowledging it to bea fupernatural Gift ;
and on the other fide, many belicve
there is very little ufe in it, from the
many Failures of Succefs, and the great
Pains fome have been at to fupport
the Credit of it; I determine therefore
frecly and impartially to confider this
Matter from the moft authentick Ac-
counts Hiftory is able to furnith us

with.
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with. = In order hercunto I have endea-
voured carefully to examine all our
Englifp Hiftorians, in the fame Series
of Succeflion in which they wrote, from
the very fir/t, who was cotemporary
with the Prince firft faid to be endow’d
with this Gift, to the prefent Time,
that I might be fully apprizd of all
they have faid in relation to it, before
I came to any Dectermination of my own
Opinion as the refult of my Enquiries:
And this Method I have chofe the ra-
ther to purfue, that by fearching up to
the Fountain Head, I might receive

what thofe Authors have deliverd in.

their zrue and proper Senfe and Mean-
ing, and pure and free from Adulcera-
tion ; which I have fince found, by paf-
fing through other Hands, have not
efcapd being grofsly perverted and
corrupted, and maaifeftly applyd to a
very different Ufe, to what they were
originally defigned. But before I go
about to recount the Particulars that
have offer'd to me in my Refearches upon
this Occafion, I think it neceffary to
reduce what T have to fay, to the Four
following Heads, which will, if I miftake
not, take in the moft material Things
that can be faid upon this Subject.

i BT R s T
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1. FirsT, I fhall make fome Enqui-
rics in relation to the Awtiguity of
Touching for the Cure of the King's Evil,
and about what Time our Kings did

firft engage in the Practice of it.

* 2. SeconprLy, I fhall offer fome
Confiderations in relation to its being «
Supernatural Gift.

3. TairprY, In what Particular,
as the Hereditary Raght of Succeffion,
the Ceremonies, the Gold, &c. its Efficacy
is thought moft properly to confift. And

4. FourTHLY, If thefc fhould
fail of giving full Satisfaction, whether
one ought not endeavour to account for
the Reafon of it, when it bas fucceeded,
from fome other Caufe.

. As to the firft Particular, I find that
cur Hiftorians and other Writers, who
have mention'd any Thing in relation
to this Subje&t, for Two or Three Hun-
dred Years paft, have generally agreed
that Edward the Confeffor,who died in the
Year 1066, was the ficft of our Kings
who was fo fortunate as to be diftin-
guithed by this extraordinary G7f?, of
Healing this Difcafe: And to fupport
this Opinion, they bring the Authority
of William of Malmsbury, an Hiftorian
who ’tis fuppofed wrote about Eighcy
Years after that Prince’s Death; and
: quote
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quote a Reclation out of his Hiftory,
to confirm the Truth of what they
advance. But becaufe I have already
declared my Opinion againft taking
any thing upon Truft, and that the
fake of [ruth was the only Motive
that determined me to thefe Enquiries ;
I fhall firft faithfully quote what has -
been thought this Author’s Declaration
on this Head, and then examine whe-
ther it is capable, by any Means, of
bearing fuch a Conftruction.
- Now after he has given us fome
Account of this King's Benefaitions to
the Church, and a Summary of his Vir-
tues, he ufhers in the Miracles, faid to
be “ cffeCted by him, with relating the
« cafe of a young Woman that had a
“ Husband about the fame Age with
- ¢ her felf, bur having no Child, got an
¢“ ill State of Health by an over-flowing
““ of Humours in her Neck, which
“ broke out in great Nobbs, that fhe
“ was commanded, in a “‘Dream, to apply
“ to the King ro wafh it. To Court
‘“ fhe goes; and the King being at
* his Devorions all alone, dipd his
“ Fingers in Water, and dabbel'd the
“ Womans Neck; and he had no
“ fooner taken away his Hand, but
“ fhe found her felf better, the loath-
“ fome
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fome Scabb diffolvd, fo that #orwms
and purulent Macter burfting out to-
gether, all the noxious Humour
difappeared ; but the Lips of the Ul-

cers remaining wide and offenfive,
fhe continud at Court till fhe was

< well, which was in lefs than a Week’s

(14
11

Time; the Ulcers being fo well clofed,
and the Skin {o fair, that nothing of

“ her former Difeafe could be difcern’d,
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and in a Year’s Time fhe was brought
to Bed of Twins.

“ T E fame Author likewife informs
us, that a Man, who was Blind,
{precad a common Report at Court,
that he fhould rececive his §z¢4¢, if he
touch’'d his Eyes with the Water thac
the King had wafh’'d his Hands in;
which the King hearing of, difclaim’d
any fuch Power: but his Servants, it
feems, without the King’s Knowledge,
while he was at his Prayers, made the -
Experiment, and immediately after
the blind Man was waih'd with the
Water, he recoverd his Sighz. And

our Hiftorian tells us, in the {ame man-
ner the King cured a Blind Man ac
Lincoln.

Sucu fort of Narratives as thefe are

very frequently to be met with in the
Writers about that Time ; for every body

B that
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that is acquainted with the Eng/ifh Hi-
ftory, knows how cuftomary a thing it
was for the Monks, in thofe carly times,
to beftow their Miracles very liberally
upon thofe Perfons who had been thetr
Benefactors. And fuch was the Credu-
lity of thofe early Ages, that thofe of
the groffeft Nature were imposd upon
the People for Matters of Fact; and little
lefs than Herefy wou'd it have been,
for any onc to have call'd in queftion
or fufpected the Truth of them. But In-
tereft was the Mortive, that certainly
pufl’d them on to the Invention of fuch
monftrous Accounts as their Writings are
{tuffed with; and T doubr not but thefe
Reclations will gain as much Credit with
the Reader, as that of the fame King’s
carrying a poor Cripple upon his Back,
ftock’d with a whole Hofpital of Dif-
cafes, to St. Peter's Church in Weftmin-
- ffer, where he was immediately cured
of all his Maladies; or as the fame
Hiftorians relate, that St. Fobn the
Apoftle appeared to him in the Habic
of a Pilgrim, and reccived a Ring the
King made him a Prefent of, which was
afterwards very miraculoufly rerurned
tohim. But left there fhould be fome
Perfons who are inclin'd to give more
Credit to the former of thofe Relations,

el than
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than zbefe now mention’d, which I muft
confefs I fee no Reafon for, I fhall con-
fine my {elf to the Examination of thofe
miraculous Cures mention'd by Malms-
bury, {ecing from them it is our modern
Writers would prove, that that King en-
joy'd a fupernatural Gift of curing the
King's Evil. But from thofe Relations
which have been truly ftated, it doth not
appear to me that thisKing had any pe-
culiar Power of curing this Difeafe, nor
indeed do they feem to carry the leaft
Colour of Reafon that they were defign'd
to engage usto believe fo; for if they
had, it would have moft certainly been
particularly exprefs’d. Here is only a
tranfient Account of {fome miraculous
Cures, faid to be effeted by him ; but
no mention made of his being peculiarly
endow’d with a Power to cure any par-
ticular Malady : And moft certain it is
from thofe Accounts, thar one might
with as much Reafon call Barrennefs
and Blindnefs the King's Evil, as fuch
Swellings on the Face ; fecing the Power
of curing was not confin'd to any diftinét
Difeafe, but is faid to extend to thofe
before mention'd equally alike. Befides this,
we never obferve thac thofe fcrophu-
lous Swellings that go under the De-
nomination of the Evi/, have any Worms

b2 in
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in them ; which being no Charaéeriftick
of thofe Tumors, muft render them of
fuch a Nature, as not to bear an Analogy
with the other, and fo muft make them
abfolutely different ‘Difeafes. From hence
it evidently appears, that if it were
granted, the King had a peculiar Privi-
ledge of curing fuch fort of Swellings
only, as are mention'd by our Hiftorian,
it would be very far from proving he
had a Power of curing the Evi/; for-
afimuch as there is an effential “Difference
betwixt thofe two Diffempers. Doth it
fecem to carry any appearance of Proba-
bility, that while this Author was re-
cording the religious Benefactions of this
Prince, and other of his Vertues, he
fhould omit the particular mention of fo
remarkable a Circumftance, as his mira-
culoufly curing the King's Evi/; more
efpecially if he had been the fir/? that had
been diftinguifh’d by this peculiar Favour?
For this would have contributed more
largely to have cemmanded a higher
Efteem and Veneration of him, than the
recital of any thing elfe he could have
faid in his Honour. He would not have
fuffer'd any particular Difeafe, the King
had the original and fupernatural Giftr of
curing, to have been barely mention'd

with ochers, without fome very effectual
' Mark
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Mark to diftinguifh it. But that which
feems to thake the Credit of Malmsbury's
whole Relation of the Miracles of this
King, is the Silence of Ingulphas in this
Affair ; for this Hiftorian was not only
living in this King’s Reign, but knew
him perfonally: He gives him a very
great Character, recites his Benefactions
to the Abbey to which he belong’d, calls
him a very pious and vertuous Prince,
and wrote not many Years after his
Death ; but makes no mention of any
Miracles perform’d by him, nor of his
having a Power of curing any particular
“Difeafe : Whichmakes it highly probable,
thefe Relations had not their rife fo early
as his Time ; or otherwife it can never
be fuppofed that an Author, that was
incerefted in his Favour, fhou'd pafs o-
ver {uch a remarkable Circumflance with-
out any Notice. Nor does Marianus
Scotus or Florence of Worcefter, two Hi-
ftorians that livid nearer this Prince’s
Time than Malmsbury, {ay one Word a-
bourt his miraculous Cures ; which mighe
tempt fome Perfons to lay a grofs Impu-
tation on the laft Author’s Sincerity.
have been very unwilling to fuffer any
thing to efcape me, that might probably
give me any light into chis Matter; for
which Reafon, I haveconfulted the Bu/
of
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of Pope Alexander the Third, * by which
this King was canonized abour Two
Hundred Years after his Death, as a
very likely Method of difcovering the
Truth of this Miraculous Gift, {ecing
the Vertues and excraordinary Abilities
of thofc Perfons fo fainted, are therein
ufually exprefs'd; but here is no menti-
on made of any peculiar Privilege he
enjoy’d of curing any particular ‘Defeafe,
nor any thing like it; which makes it
very evident, that in that Age they
were Strangers to any fuch Report, and
is, as I take it, a convincing Proof of the
Error thofe Authors have committed, who
have afcribd any fuch. Power to this
King. But fince it may be objected,
that the Authorities I have quoted not
being written by thofe Authors, who
defign'd to give us a complear Hiftory
of the Actions and Affairs of this King,
it ought not to be expected, that every
memorable Incident of his Reign fhould
be taken Notice of by them, I {hall there-
fore refer my felf for farther Satisfaction
therein to Ealred Abbot of Rievaulx in
Zorkfhire, who flourifh'd about the Year
1164. for this Author has written one
whole Book of the Life and Miracles of
this K7ng ; and it cannot but with the

8 * Seg E‘ﬂﬂh‘?fa# of Records, Numb. 1.

greateft
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greatelt Reafon be expected, that if any
Author before his Time had mentiond
this King’s having a peculiar Power of
curing any particular “Diféafé, or that he
had ever heard of it, even by a traditi-
onal Report, he would not have fail'd to
have made mention of it in fuch an Un-
dertaking. But on the contrary, he has on-
ly tranfcrib’d the Accounts which AMa/ms-
bury had before given us with fome Va-
riation, and multiplied his miraculous
Cures of Blind Men, both in his Life,
and after his Dearh at his Tomb, and
of Perfons cured of Adgues and other
Diftempers, by praying there: But he
fays not one Word of his having a
Power of curing theSm;pbaZd, oranyother
particular Difcafe ; which he can never
be fuppofed to have omitted the mention
of, in the Life of a Prince to whom he
defigned to do the utmoft Honour..

So that hitherto there {feems to be an
univerfal Defect in Authorities, to jufti-
fy any {fuch Suppofition; fecing thofe
Authors from whom one might have
reafonably expected an Account of this
Affair, are fo far from giving us any
Affurances of the Certainty of it, that
it’s evident they were not only Strangers
tothe Fac? it felf, butlikewife tothe very
Report of 7. And yet in the Profecu-

tion
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tion of this Enquiry we fhall find, that
in After-Ages a woluntary, or ac leaft
imprudent, Mifreprefentation of one of
thofc fittitious AMiracles mentioned by
Malmsbury, became the original Source
from whence this generally received O-
pinion {prung. ,

W o thofe Perfons were that firft in-
terefted themfelves in this Matter, {o as
to engage the People to believe the Cer-
tainty of this Supernatural ‘Power, may
be readily conjeétured, if we do but
confider, thatthe Clergy were the Perfons
in that Reign whom the King ftudied
principally to oblige ; fo that the many
and extraordinary Things cxprefsly re-
lated or intimated to be done by him,
muft be look’d upon to be but as fomany
neceflary and becoming Returns for the
fignal Favours they had before received.
Thus for inftance, “Petrus Blefenfis, at
that Time Arch-Deacon of Bath, who
from his condoling the Death of Thomas,
Archbithop of Camterbury, and {fome
other Circumftances, may be fuppofed
to have written his Epiftles about the
Year 1180, writing to the Clergy of the
King’s Court, and building in all proba-
bility on that Relation in Malmsbury
of the Swellings on the Woman’s Face,
which bore fome cxternal Refemblance

to
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to the Secropbulons Tumors, tells them, oue
Kings have a Power of curing .the Sera?
phula 5 which, by the way, there would
have been no Neceffity for him to have
mentioned; if it had been ever practifed,
becauft they muft have been much bet-
ter acquainted withit, who refided upon
the Spor, than he who lived at fuch a
diftance from Court. However, this
being delivered by a Perfon of a diftin-
guithed Character in the Church, in pro-
cefs of Time it gained fo much Credit,
that at length it was moft certainly put
in Practice ; for in the Computus Hofpitis
of Edward the Iirft, prelerved among
the Records in the Tower, 1 have fre-
quently feen it mentioned, with the {mall
Sum of Money the King gave his Pa-
tients at their Departure. From hence
we may readily fee what unwarrantable
and falfe Foundations thofe Princes have
built upon, to fupport the Authority of
engaging in fuch a Method ; which, tho’
they have had no juftifiable Right to,
fome of them have been * (o0 fond of em-
bracing. One mighe in this Cafe have
reafonably expected that King Edward

* Sec Colleion of Records, Numb, 2]
C the
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the Firft,in or about whofe Reign it fcems
originally to have been brought in ufe,
fhould have had, if he was really the firfk
that practifed it, the moft certain and
infallible Aflurances, that fuch a divine
Gift had been affixed on one of his
Predeceflors, who had a Power of trani-
mitting it down to him, before ever he
fhould have engaged in a Matter of fuch
a Nature; and have had much better
Authority for the pucting it in practife
than the bare Intimation of fuch a Thing,
deduced originally from a forged Miracle ;
which, provided it had been true,as there
1s no Reafon in the World to believe ir,
has no Manner of Relation to the au-
thorizing any fuch Practice or Concern-
ment about any fuch Difeafe as is at
this Time called the King's Evil. Bol-
landus, the Jefuit, has given us three
very good Rules, whereby we ought to
judge of Hiftory in general, but with a
more particular Regard to the Credit of
{fuch as have written the Lives and Mi-
racles of Saints and Martyts.

TH ¢ firft Degree of Credit, fays he,
is due to fuch as wrote ‘the Lives of
Men they knew, and faw, and lived
withal.

Tug fecond Degree of Credit, is
due to fuch Authors as wrote not what

they
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they faw themfelves, but what they re-
ceived from fuch as were Eye-witnefles.
T 1 E third Degree of Credir, is due
to- fuch as wrote what thofc People
told them, who faid they had it from
fuch as were Eye-witnefles.
- BuT our Author, who gives us the
firlt Intimation of any of our Kings
being invefted with fuch a divine Gift,
is quite out of the Rules laid down by
thac learned Father ; he wrote not with-
in 100 Years of the Death of Ldward
the Confeffor ; nor does he cite any Au-
“thority before his Time, to juftify fuch
a Suppofition. So that from hence we
are naturally led to obferve, that al-
though neither Tngulphys, who was Co-
temporary with this Kzpg, thofe that
lived foon after his Time, the Bul/
whereby he was Canonized, nor the Au-
thor who made it his particular Bufinefs
to write his Life and Miracles, ever
heard of any fuch Power the King en-
joyed, that later Writers have afcribed
to him; yet {o incurious was that Age to
defire to have any infallible Aflurances of
the Certainty of what was delivered,
that, provided it came from an Authori-
ty they in fome Meafure dar'd not con-
teft, they fuffered themfelves to be im-
pofed upon after the grofieft manner ima-
ginable. C 2 Bu,
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- BuT, as I have before expreffed my
Intentions to examine this Matter -
partially, 1 ought by no means to endea-
vour to fupprefs any Authority, if any
fuch is to be met with, that might con-
firm the Cerrainty of this extraordinary
Gift, or contribute to fupport the Credit
of it. This obliges me to take notice
of a Paflagein Dr. Plott’s Natural Hi-
Sory of Oxford-fhire ; which, if upon
Examination it appears to be true, will
do more to confirm the Truth of what
I have been {peaking of, than any thing
elfe that is to be met with in Hiftory.
This Author tells us of a Piece of Gold,
of King Edward the Confeffor, found in
St. Giles’s Fields, in the Suburbs of
Oxon, having E. C. the initial Lecters of
his Name, over the hinder Part of the
Head, and Two f{imall Holes through it,
as if defign'd to be be hung on a Ribbon
us'd by him in Touching for the Evil:
And after him Mr. 7alker takes notice
of the fame Thing, in a Differtation of
his, publifh'd in the laft Edition of
Cambden's Britannia. ‘This, I muft ac-
knowledge, does at ficft view carry fuch
an appearance of Truth, that to a Per-
fon nor refolv'd to examine into Things
with the firicteft Scrutiny, mightincline
him to acquiefce in Accounts that ap-

pear
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pear fo plaufible, and not in the leaft fu-
{pe& the Validity of fuch Authoritics.
" But then, when we come to confider that
nonc of thefe Pieces are to be met
with in the Cabinets of the Curious,
‘whom it is impofiible they fhould efcape
if they were in being, feeing there are
many who have prefervid Pieces of the
fame Age in their Collections, and
fome of a much more ancient Date like-
wife; this, I fay, muft render the Credic
of the Relation very fufpicious: Butthat
which is fufficient entircly to overthrow
it, is what is taken Notice of by Sir
Andrew Fountain, in his Numifmata An-
glo Saxonica & Anglo “Danica, where he
hasmade it very evident, in his Remarks
on what Dr. Plott, and from him Mr.
WWalker have faid in relation to that Piece
of Gold, that that Age furnith'd us with
no Gold Coins of any forr; and moft
certain it is, as has been obfervd by
Mr. Cambden in his Remains, and by
Mr. Thoresby in his Antiquities of Leeds,
who likewife fpeaks of this Coiz or
Medal, that nothing of chat Metal, un-
der any fuch Form, appear’d among us,
till the Reign of Edward the 3d, which
was about 300 Zears after the Death of
Edward the Confeffor. Befides this, it
evidently appears, this Picce of Gold

| being



L (22)

being imprefled only on one Side, as
well as by the Reprefentation of the
Imprefs, which feems to be intended
for the Virgin Mary Veiled, that it was
orginally defigned for, and made ufe
of, as an Amulet : a Thing commonly
practifed in thofe carly Times, as well as
in After-Ages. |

As to the initial Letters on it, they are,
as well as the Piece it felf, no more than
smaginary 3 for real they could not be,
fince it does not appear he had ever the
Title of Confeffor given him in his Life-
Zzme. Thus it plainly appears, not-
with{tanding the Pofitivenefs of the Ex-
prefiions in ‘which the relation is laid
down, it is fo far from proving what that
excellent Naturalift Dr. Plott would de-
fign by it; that I wifh I could fay it had
not rather contributed to render him li-
able to the Cenfures of thofe Gentle-
men, whofe indefatigable Application to
thefe Affairs has furnif'd them with
grcater Knowledge in that Way, than
the Courfc of his Studies naturally led
him to.

T uus having finifhed my Enquiries
in relation to the Antiguity of Touching
for the Cure of the King s Evil ; and prov-
ed from thofe Hiftorians to whom the
Truth was moft likely to be known, that

it
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it is of a much more modern Date than
{fome of our later Writers have fixed as
its Original ; T {hall proceed to the fecond
Particular, under which I fhall examine
whether this Method of Curing ought
to be efteem'd a fupernatural Gift2 Buc
fince, as I have before obfervd, it can
never be made appear that King Edward
the Confeffor ever cured any: Perfon of
the Ewvi/, and forafmuch as Hiftory is
abfolutely filent as to the firft of our
Kings that engag’d in this Method, it
will be impoflible for the Patrons of this
Opinion to prove to whom this Power
was firft given; and yet one might rea-
fonably imagine, if any fuch fupernatu-
ral Gift was ever enjoy’d, that the King
who firft exercis'd fo divine a Privilege,
thould not have wanted an Hiftorian to
have recorded a Thing of fo extraordi-
nary a Nature. Befides this, I believe
our ‘Divines would find it a difficulc
Task to reconcile it with the Decrees of
the Divine Wifdom, to give to one Per-
fon fuch a Power, to be handed down to
his Succeffors, and to be excrcis’'d by them,
when it might happen (as Hiftory has
inform’d us it has) that no Part of the
Conduct of the Lives of fome of them
might be thought fufficient to recommend
them to the Privilege of doing any thing
Supernatural.
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fupernatural. So that in reality, as it
does not appear who was the firft Perfon
that did pofiefs this G#f#, neither does
it appear there was any fuch fupernaru-
ral Power given. For although I do nor
go about to deny that Cures have been
fometimes eftected by the King's Touch,
yet it will be perhaps impoffible for any
Body to prove them fupernatural, or mi-
raculous s foralmuch as a true Miracle is
prefently and compleatly effected: but
in thefe the Cure is always advancd by
Degrees, and requires a confiderable
Time to be compleated in.  Befides this,
if the Efficacy of the Touch confifted
in a fupernatural Power, all Perfons
would receive the Benefit of {o extraor-
dinary a Gift, and we fhould not have
had fo many Inftances of the Failure of
its Succefs. It may, upon this Occafi-
on, be.very well worth while to ob-
ferve, that the Inftances of our Saviour’s
miraculous Cures, recorded in the facred
Oracles, were of the moft extraordinary
Difeafes 5 infomuch that fome Phyfici-
ans have affirm’d them to be incurable
by the ordinary Methods of Phy/fick and
Chyrurgery, But where any 'Cures have
fucceeded upon Touching,thofe Difeafes
have had their Effence cither in the Blood
or other Juices, and fo might be cured

by
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bywhatever was capable ofexciting abrisk
Motion of the Spirits and Fluids of the Bo-
dy, asT fhall explain more fully hereafter.
To this I may add, that if this be a
fupernatural Gift, it muft certainly be
ordain’d for fome very good Ends, ei-
- ther probably to exalt the Honour and
Dignity of the King, or for the Ufe and
Setvice of the People upon whom itisex-
ercis’d : But then this would have been
confin’'d to the Power of the King only
to effe@, which we find it has not by
many Inftances; nor does it appear to
have been of any particular Ufe to the
Subje&, becaufe more People have died
of this Difeafe in thofe Reigns when
our Kings did touch, than when they
did not, as appears by the yearly Bills
of Mortality : for when our Kings did
not touch, the People fought out for carly
Helps for their Maladies, whereby great
Numbers were cured ; whereas when our
Kings did rouch, they depended {fo much
upon its Efficacy, that they negle¢ted all
other Means till their Cafes became,
gencrally fpeaking, incurable; which
might naturally lead fome Perfons to
doubt, whether it be ftrictly juftifiable
to exercife fuch a Method, which is fo far
from being ufeful or ferviceable tothe Peo-
ple,chat it has been proved to be evidently
D P
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- pernicious and dq/fmﬁ-‘aw But fome Perf'uns
there have been,who, fufpe&ing theTruth
of its being a {upernatural Gift,and chat it
ought not to lay a Claim to any fuch
Charater, have had recourfe to other
Cauls, which they have thought fufhi-
cient to produce fuch an Effeé.
T s, according to the Third Head,
1 have laid down, fome have placd the
Efficacy of the Zouch, in the Hfred:mr
Right of Succeffion; bur this has been
feveral times interrupted, within thefe
300 Years: yet it does not appear by
thofe Kings that touch’d, that one was
more {uccefsful than the nther, and per-
haps it may not be unworthy our Ob-
fervation, that Henry 7. who my Lord
Bacon takes Notice was a great Ob-
ferver of religious Forms, feems to have
been the firft of our Kings that eftablifh’'d
fuch a particular Form of Ceremonies,
as have been lately ufed ; yet every Body
knows, ro mention no more Inftances,
that he was far enough from having an
Hereditary Right. Others there have been
that hwc confin'd this Gift to the Profef-
fion of the Romifb Faith; but this is rea-
dily contradi¢ted,by inftancing the contra-
ry infeveral of ourKings, who have fome-
times as fuccefsfully cured for the fame
Reafon fince the Reformation as before.
Some
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Some have been of Opinion, the Succefs
was principally owing to the Sign of the
Crofs, which was anciently made on the
Swellings : Thus, for inftance, Richard
Smith, Titular Bifhop of Calecedon, fays,
that Queen Elizabeth did not perform
the Cure by her own Virtue, but by
the Vircue of the Sign of the Crofs; yet
all her Succeflors difcontinu’d it, till the
Reign of King fames the 2d, when it was
again revivid and practifed by him: yet
it has never been thought, the Succefs
has been ever the lefs, for the Difufe of
it. Some have thought, the greatelt parc.
of the Efficacy confifted in the Ceremonies
in general; but thefe T can prove have
receivid very effential Alterations with-
in lictle more than 200 Years, and fo
have not been the fame in different
Reigns,~which will effe¢tually overthrow
that Opinion. And laftly, there have
not been wanting a great Number of,
Perfons, who have believ'd that the Goid
given at the Time of Touching, was more
efficacious than any other of the fucceda-
ncous Helps, and lefs liableto exception ;
but in the Troubles of King Charles the
1/2, he had not always Gold to beftow,
for which Reafon, fays Mr. Serjeant : ﬁu
man, he {ubfticuted Silver in its lieu, and
often touch'd without giving any Thing.

D 2 It
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It will evidently appear then, fromall
thefe Parciculars which I have enume-
rated, as the Hereditary Right, the
Ceremonses, the Gold, ¢rc. which have
been look’d upon as wholly capable, or
at leaft fubfervient to the greac End of
Curing ; that there is not one of them,
but has infupportable Objections againft
it : {o that when this Method of Curing
has fucceeded, it muft be owing to a
quite different Caufe than any of thofe a-
bove-mention'd ; and to different Prin-
ciples it muft be, we muft account for
fuch Alterations as are fometimes brought
about by this Method. Not one of the
before - mention'd foreign and external
imaginary Helps, do we find to be {ufh-
cient to produce fuch remarkable Effeéts,
as {fometimes enfue upon this Method of
Cure; {fo thatconformable to the

FourTH and laft Head, it muft neceflari-
ly be fome internal Power or Agent, thatis
capable of producing fuch furprizing Al-
terations as we fometimes obferve. But
at the {ame time, it is abfolutely necef-
fary that this internal Principle thould be
fet at Work by fome proper Means,
that are capable of acing upon ir, or
fuch defirable Ends cannot be effected by
it. ‘That the Paffions of the Mind have
a very great Power of producing Alcera-

tions
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tions in the Body, and that according
to the different Determinations of the
Blood and Spirits to particular Parts,
they have cither caufed or cured Difea.
{fes, we need go no further for Proof than
to Fienus’s excellent Treatife De Viribus
Imaginationis, where he gives us feveral
very confirming Evidences of it. So that
we fee the Power of Imagination is ca-
pable of caufing, as well as curing Dif-
eafes, either by proper and agreable De-
terminations of the Blood and Spirits,
whereby the obftructed Canals may be
opend, and the Juices refume their
natural Courfes, or by detaching a greater
Quantity of Fluids to a found Part,
whereby Nature may become opprefsd,
and the Tone of the folid Parts receive
a preternatural Diftention ; of which I
know a very remarkable Inftance. In
thofe Perfons who are affeted with
Scrophulons Difeafes, we obferve the Blood
to be impoverifh'd, and to have a very
languid Morion ; the Chyle is thrown
into it in a very difpirited State, the
morbifick Particles are long a forming,
and f{trongly combin’d with the Principles
of the Blood, and theré 1s {carce Power
enough in that Fluid to mafter them, and
apply them to their proper Ufes ; but
whea the Spirits are roufed by a brisk

and
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and eager Imagination, it will excire a
brisk Agitation in the Principles of the
Blood, quicken its Circulation, and by
attenuating the crude and indigefted
Particles, difpofe them to be thrown off
by the proper Secretory Organs. Can
it otherwife be fuppofed, than that
when a poor and miferable Creature, pre-
poflefsd with the moft eager Thoughts
of Relief, fhall fee the Royal Majefty
condefcend to apply his Hands for the
Cure of the Sores and Swellings he is
difeas’d with, but that it muft procure a
frefth Turn to the Blood and Spirits, give
the effere and languid Nerves freih
Vigour, excite the inteftine Agitation of
the Particles of the Blood, and pro--
duce an agreable Alteration in the whole
Conttitution : That great Numbers of
Perfons have been cured by the fame
Means, nay even unaffifted by the So-
lemnity of the Ceremonies, and by thofe
who have had nothing of Royal Digni-
ty to plead in cheir behalf, is evident
from the furprizing Effcéts of the Touch-
ing of Valentine Greatracks, E1q; of
Affane in the County of Waterford, in the
Reign of King Charles the 2d. This
Gentleman, a Member of the Church of
Emngland, of great Honefty and exempla-
~ ry Sobricty, and who always refus'd

any
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any Gratuity for his Performances, cured
a prodigious Number of Perfons of the
King's Ewvil, and other Diftempers, in
London, and elfewhere, by the ftroaking
with his Hands, as is beyond Contra-
diction teftified by the Honourable Mr.
Boyle, and other Eye-Witnefles of high
Diftin¢tion in Church and State, as may
be feen at large in Mr. Greatrack’s Letter
addrefs'd to Mr. Boyle, and even where
King Charles the 24 himfelf had fail'd,
as appears by the Philofophical Tranf-
aclions, N°. 256. But befides this Gen-
tleman, I could * mention feveral others
taken Notice of in Hiflory, of whofe Suc-
cefs fometimes in the fame way, there
is no doubt to be made; among others,
the Duke of Monmouth is faid to have
had Succefs this way, as Harris's Prote-
Sftant Intelligencer, a Paper publithed at
thar Time, affures us. But in all the Cafes
where this Method has fucceeded, we are
to obferve that the, Difeafes were owing
to an Indifpofition of the Fluids; for
where the Solids have to any confidera-
ble Degree fufferd aDiforder, neither
the Royal Touch nor any other has been
obfervid to be of any Efficacy ; which

T T, g

* See Collection of Records, Numb. 3. ‘
fhews,



(32 )

fhews, it is the Power of Imagi-
nation that can, without any other Af-
fittance, bring about fuch defireable
Effeéts, by operating on the Blood and
Spirits after fuch a manner as is before
exprefled. I need not go further for a
Proof of this, than to the Obfervation
of ecvery experiencd Phyfician and
Surgeons and although AMr. Serjeant
Wiféman, whofe Intereft it was to {peak
much of the Efficacy of the Royal Touch,
has plcaded fo earneftly in its behalf;
yet it feems very plain, if the Cure
was to be attain'd at fo eafy a Rate, we
fhould not have had fuch Numbers ap-
ply’d to him for Chyrurgical Helps,
and have undergone the painful Methods
of Cure by Caufticks, Incifions, and
Cauteries, as is at large fet forth in his
Chyrurgical Obfervations on this Sub-
ject.

g THERE remains yet one Objection
to be anfwer’d, in relation to the Cure
of this Diicafe by the Power of Imagi-
nation ; and that is, that Chi/dren have
been cured by the Touch, in whom fuch
an Imagination could not be fupposd
to be ferviceable. This has been moft
particularly infifted upon by Dr. Heylin,
who fays, he has feen great Numbers of
them healed: Bur this he afferts ac a

Time
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Time when he wasengag’'d in a Contro-
verfy with Dr. Fuller, upon this and
fome other Affairs, and to confront his
Antagonift, who feems to rely much on
the Power of Imagination. But all that
I take the Docor to mean in this Cafe
is, that he has feen them Zouchd; for
when he fpeaks of fuch Numbers, no
Body can fuppofc that he gave himfelf
the Trouble of going fo many Miles and
fo many different Ways, as he muft pro-
bably have done, to enquire into the E-
vent. And what inclines me the more to
believe, that by it we are to underftand
no more than Zouching, is becaufe I have
often met with the bare Touching to be
calld Curing or Healing. Thus for In-
ftance, when the King at that Time
defign'd to Touch, it was given out that
at fuch a Time there would be a Heal-
ing ; and Dr. Fuller fays, 1 have feen the
King folemnly Heal, in the Choir of
the Cathedral of Salisbury: by which ic
is impoflible he thould mean any more
than Touching. And thus fays Dr. Carr
in his Medicinal Epiltles: King Charles
the 24, in fuch a certain fpace of Time,
bealed 92107, which is the exa& Num-
ber of Perfons he Touck'd in thofe Years,
as appears by the Regifter, prefervd by
the Keeper of his Majefty’s Clofet bé-

E longing
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longing to his Rayal Chappel, for 1 know
from whence he took the Account.
Thus it evidently appears, that theWords
Touching or Healing were at that Time
fynonimous Terms, and where then cuf-
tomarily ufed to f{ignify the fameThing ;
and indeed it appears fomewhart ftrange,
that while this Matter was in Difpute,
and the curing of Children alledged as
an Argument againft the Power of Ima-
gination, no Body fhould, upon their
own Knowledge, give us one particular
Inftance of its Succefs on {uch Subjets ;
when Mr. Wiféman, and others, had fo
much Opportunity of collecting fuch In-
{tances, if they had been to be met
with.

I T remains then for me to prove, that
{fince it cannot be made appear, there
was ecver any fupernatural ‘Power given
to any of our Kings to cure this Difcafe;
that it was taken up and put into prac-
rice without any Authority to juftify
fuch an Undertaking ; and that there are
infuperable Objections againft every one
of thofe fuppofed fubfervient Helps, in
order to the Succefs of the Touching;
that when it has fucceeded, it mufl cer-
tainly be owing to the Power of Ima-
gination 3 and that I fay fomething fur-
ther in relation to it’s Efficacy, in pro-

ducing
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ducing fuch Alterations in the Animal
Body. 1 have before referr’d the Reader
to an unqueftionable Authority for feve-
ral Inflancesof its being capable of cau-
Simg, as well as curing “Diféa ﬂﬁ:, and if
in other Cafes, where the Eflence of the
Difeafe was feated in the Fluids, it has
by its Operation on the Blood and
Spirits; produced fuch Alcerations as
have been fucceeded by a petfet Cure ;
why may we not with the fame Reafon,
fuppofe it capable of producing the
fame Effect, when the Juices of the Body
have been only contaminated, as they
always are at firlt in chis Difeafe of the
King's Evil ?

N A v, one might with more Reafon
expect that it fhould be more ferviceable
in this Difeafe than any other, fecing it
has been cuftomary to make ufc of fuch
a Method in order to its Cute, as could
not but inevitably roufe the fmagination
and fet it at work, while ir was conti-
nually employ’d about the Thoughrs of
a Cure, it firlt puil’d the Perfon on {o ea-
gerly to fulimte Thefe defircable Effeés
that are the Confequents of the Power
of the Imagination, fcem likewife in
fome Meafure to be owing to the Animal
Spirits; for they being derachd to the
Heart, may put it into fuch a Difpofition,

E a2 as
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as may produce a notable Alteration in
the Motion of the Blood, and its Paflage
through the Heart, inPoint of Quantity,
Celerity, or both; and from this Brisk-
nefs and Life which is given to the Blood
and Spirits, fach an agrecable Altcration
as we fometimes obferve, muft necefia-
rily be brought about. - On the contra-
ty, when the fame Means are made ufe
of to a Perfon, who entertains but a
fufpicious or doubtful Opinion of the
Event, or who has but a {lender Belief of
its Efficacy, and whofe Imagination is
never warm'd with the Thoughts of Suc-
cefs, that Perfon will never receive any
Benefit by the ufe of {fuch Means.

¢ B'u T the Operation of the Spi-
rits on Martter not being diftinétly and
adequately comprehenfible by ‘us, the
Difhculty. of reafoning 'about fo un-
cultivated ‘a Subjec, may excufe me
from faying more about it, than thar in
thofe Perfons who have a ftrong Belief
of its Efficacy, fuch a continual Bent
and Tendency of the Mind ro the fame
Thing, may have a far greateroEffect;

than it could peffibly produce by a bare

Propagation of it felf ; for it may fo ‘de-

termine the Motion of the Spirsts, and

other ative Parts of the Body, as to
make Multitudes of them aé, asif they

i > \ COn=
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confpird to perform the fame Thing
For an Animal Body is not a meer Aggre=
gate of Flefh, Bones, Blovd-Veffels, &e.
but an exquificely contrivid and very
{enfible Machine, whofe Parts are eafily *
fer at work, by proper tho’ very minuce
Agents, which may by their A&ion upon
one another, perform far greater Things
than could be expected from the bare
Energy of the Principles that firft put
them in Motion: AR O

MosT certain it is, inthe Difeafe I
am fpeaking of, the Blood abounds with
a vifcous Juice and moves flowly, it wants
that brisk inteftine Agitation of its Par-
ticles that it ought to have, as awarm
Fluid, and fuch as it enjoys in a found
and hale Conftitution, from whence ob-
ftructions in the Glands and other Evils
are wont to arife. But when the Ima-
gination becomes fird with the Hopes of
a fucceeding Cure, the whole Mafs of
Blood becomes, as it were, irradiated by
the Spirits contain’d in it; by which
means thofe Corpufcles that make that
Fluid vifcous, or roapy, or difpirited,
become eafily difengag’d from the other
Principles it was before blended with;
and the whole Mafs being put into a
more brisk and kindly Agitation, may
force open the obftructed Canals, help it
4 - - to
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to throw off the Heterogeneous Particles,
and difpofe it to permeate as freely as it
ought, thofe Veflcls that conftitute the
Glands, which would fcarcely before, or
but very {paringly admit of it.

Fr on hence it will, I think, plainly
appear, that meer Matter fo difpofed, and
in fuch Circumftances as I have before
mention'd, will do all that Philofophers
are wont to afcribe on fuch Occafions to
Nature, without any Knowledge of what
it does, or a&ing otherwife than accord-
ing to the Catholic Laws of Motion.
And that the Cure of this Difeafe I have
been fpeaking of, which from the Method
which has been frequently us'd, has been
look’d upon to be no lefs than Airacu-
fous, may fince it takes up a confidera-
ble Time to be effe¢ted in, be fometimes
very fuccefsfully brought about by the
meer Mechanical Powers of Matter and
Motion.

1 am, S TR,
With the greateft Refpeét,
Your moft humble Servant,

London,
May 15. 1721.

Will. Beckett,
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Szr Hans Sroang, Bart

Prefident of the College of
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S8 AR,

1 foregoing Papers, 1 was not
sl—J¥ only fufficiently apprizd that
26i58&¢ when any Perfons received Be-
nefic by the Royal Touch, it was without
Difficulty reducible to the Power of the
Imagination; but at the fame Time,
multicudes of Inftances readily occurred
to my Mind of other ‘Difeafes, which
have been likewife fometimes cured by
the fame Means. Such I rake to be all
thofe that have been removed by Charms,
Relicks, and {uch other Affairs, much in
Ufe in former Ages, which have no Tn-
herent Virtue within cthemfelves, but
aperate only on the Fancy; for in the
Times of Ignorance and Superftition,
People were fond of embracing fuch My-

F ﬂx.rmu&



R

ﬂ;ermus Tluugs, and wf:re learne to rel
entircly on their Efficacy. Of the EK
peration of thefe,- Wlthaut the Affiftance
of the Imagmatmn no oné¢ can frame
fuch a rolerable Idea, as fhall be worthy
a rational Enquirer and Lover of ‘Truth
to acquicfce inj.bur others there are,
that the Mind finds it felf obliged to
allow, when it is converfant abour them,
becaufe they have been fo often con-
firmed by Experience. Of this latter
fort, T take to be fome particular Amu-
lets and Periapts ; the Ufe of which has
been fo {trongly contefted for by fome
Gentlemen, who account for the manner
of their Operation from the Principles of
the Corpufcnlar Philofophy. Thefe in-
deed, if they confift of Subftances that
are capable of powerfully emitting
their Efﬂuwa, may ‘operate on a Sub-
{ftance fo permeable as that of a Hu-
mane Body, and produce very notable
Alterations 1n it; tho fome of thefe
there are that have been ufed for the
Cure of Difeafes, which have been fo
compact and clofe in their own Nature,
that when an actual Heat has been ¢x-
cited in them by rubbing, have not been
obferved to emit their Efﬂuwa in any
confiderable Quanticy. |

Or
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- O¥F the Operation of thefe we may
perhaps have fome indiftinct Apprehen-
fions, which may in fome {fort make us
underftand our felves and one another
when we {peak of them; tho when we
confider juftly what we fay, we may
find that our Words are not accompanied
wich clear, diftinét and {ymetrical Con-
ceptions of thofe abfirufe Affairs we
ipeak of.

Bu T the making ufe of Charms for
the Cure of Difeafes, is the Subjet Inow
defign principally to treat of; foraf-
much as it has been an ancient Practice
among us, and being at this Time in a
manner entirely laid afide and forgor,
fomewhat of the Hiftory of fuch Prac-
tices may not only be entertaining, but
ufeful, by difcovering the Improvements
the Science of Phyfick has received, fince
the entire Abolition of Monkery in this
Kingdom. There was fcarce a Difeafe
‘that the Humanc Body is liable to, but
the Rom:fb Chur¢h had ecither a Saint,
a Charm, a Reclick or a * Bleffing ro en-
counter with and fubdue ic; they had
Charms for the Head ach, the Tooth-
ach, the Falling Sicknefs, for forc Ey¢s,

|

* See Collection of Records, Numb, 1V,
F 2 for
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for the Chin-Cough, and innumérable
others; and they tell you, if you read
a Charm in the Rom:fh Church on St.
Blaze's Day, and called upon God and
remembred St. Blaze, it would be attend-
ed with fome very extraordinary and
furprifing Effeéts. Nay, they had likewife
Bleffings + for particular Subftances to
Cure “Difeafes, as well as Bleflings for
the Cure of particular Difeafes them-
felves. And they inform us, that many
of their particular Saimts had a pecu-
liar Privilege of curing fome forts of
Difeafes, if Prayers were directed to 'em
under the Patients refpective Exigencies.
Thus St. Margaret was to be prayed to
for Children, St. Rochus againft the
Plague, St. Petronilla againft the Tooth-
ach, and others againft other Difeafes.
They had likewife feveral fuperftitious
Opinions of the Phyfical Helps they
were to receive from particular Relicks.
Thus the Belt of St. Guthlack, and the
Felt of St. Thomas of Lancafter, were ac-
counted fovereign Remedies for the
Head-ach ; the Penknife and Boots of
Archbifbop Beckett, and a Piece of his
Shirt, were in high Efteem by Women

b Se: ColleGlion of Recerds, Numb, V.
with



with Child; and the Coals that roafted
St. Laurence, and the Paring of St
Edmunds Nails, were held in fuperfti-
tious Regard: and Richard Conway tells
us, the Girdle of Campion the Jefuit,
who was executed at Tyburn for Treafon
in the Reign of Q. Elizabeth, wrought
divers miraculous Cures. All which, I
am perfwaded, would with as much
Difficulty be credited by us in this Age,
-as that ridiculous Antidote mentioned
by Pierius in his Hieroglyphicks againft
the Sting of a Scorpion ; which is, for
the Patient to fit on an Afs with his
Face to the Tail; for by this Means the
Pain was to be tranfmitted from the Man
to the Beaft : Or, that the fourth Book
of Homer's 1liads fhould be laid under
the Patient’s Head, to cure a Quartane
Ague; which Sammonicus, a Poetical
Phyfician, recommends in thefe Words,
Meonie Lliados quartum fuppone tre-
INENLL.

Bu T befides thefe before-mentioned
Methods of Curing, there were flill fe-
veral others to preferve them from Bodi-
ly Dangers, as wellas the curing Difeafes ;
thefe ufed to be fufpended about the
Necks of thofe Perfons who expeéted
Service from them, and were looked up-
on to be a fort of Holy Amulets ; ma-

ny
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ny of thefe I have mer with, which con-
ﬁﬁed of {fome Text of Scripture, as the -
Beginning of the Gofpel of St. Yobn,
& c. Thefe pious Sentences they imagined
carried with them fuch a fecrer Power
and Energy, that they were not only Se-
curities again{tCafualties that might hap-
pen to them ; but that Difeafes could not
withftand their Force, but were by that
Means encirely fubdued and overcome.
Thus fays our Countryman, the Learned
Cambden, in his Remains, the Refé No-
bles of Edward the Third, which had on
one fide the King’s Image in a Ship, had
on the Reverfe this religious Infcription,
Fefus autem tranfiens, per medium eorum
oat 3 which they carry’'d about them as
an Amulet, to perferve them from Dan-
gers in Battle. And thus the pious
Sentence on the Reverfe of the Pieces
of Gold, {fufpended about the Patients
Neck at the Time of Zouching, was wich-
out doubt originally looked upon to have
- as great an Efficacy again{t the Patients
Difeafe, as other Amulets of the fame
Nature in other Cafes.
~ As a farther Confirmation that this
was certainly the original Caufe of the
Gold’s being introduced upon fuch Oc-
cafions, we are to obferve, that it does
not appear that the Ufe of theGold v&as
clta-
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eftablifhd before the Ceremonies of
‘Henry the Seventh, in which its Man-
ner of being ufed is directed ; for be-
fore that Time, I cannot find ic was cver
fo much as mentioned upon fuch Occa-
fions. “Twas in regard to the pious
Infcriptions their Coins generally bore
at that Time, that recommended cheir
ufe in fuch Cafes, and not any inhecrent
Virtue in the Gold it felf or the Imprefs;
for fcriprural Seatences were then looked
upon to have the fame Power, were they
either written and fufpended about the
Patient’s Necks, or lmprefﬁ,d on a Coin,
and ufed afeer the fame Manner, The
Picces of Gold that were firft ufed
upon this Occafion, were not Coind
particularly for thisPurpofe, as thofe in
later Reigns have been; but were only
the current Coin of the Kingdom,
which they called an Awuge/ Noble,
from an Angel's being imprefled on
one Side of the Piece, and becaufe it
was made of the nobleft and pureft
Gold. The Infcription on its Reverfe,
to which was atcributed fo much Effica-
cy, was, it feems, afterwards altered;

and I find in the Recign of Queen EZ:*
Zabeth, the Infcription on the Rofe Nobles,
given at the Time of Touching, was, A
fl)ﬁmmﬂ ﬁzci um eft iftud & eft mirabile in

ocnles
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oculis moftris 3 but after her Reign, when
rhis Method of Touching grew more in
Repute, (for Q. Elizabeth for fome time
altogether declined it) and People flock-
ed in greater Numbers, puflyd on by an
cager Belief of receiving Cure of their
Maladies ; and fome, as the Writers in
thofe Times tell us, for the Sake of the
Gold only ; it was thought fit to reduce
it to 2 much lefs Bulk, and fo confe-
quently Value: Then ‘twas that the for-
mer Infcriptionbeing too long to be im-
prefled on one Side of fo {mall 2 Piece,
it was altered to 8o/s “Deo Gloria, which
has been the Infeription in feveral pre-
ceeding Reigns. So that we find, if
great Regard washad ro the original Ce-
remonies that were infticuted, or to the
Infcription on the Gold firft ufed, both
thefe have received fuch Alterations as
to become extremely different from thofe
eftablifh’d in their ficft Infticution : Which
might incline one to think, that in the
fubfequent Reigns, tho’ it was thought
proper to keep up the Solemmity and Mag-
nificence of the Method, they fufpected
the Power and Efficacy the Ceremonies
and Infcriptions were originally believed
to have, or they would never have fuf-
fered them to have undergone fuch effen-
vial Alterations. But it has not fared fa
LS with
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with the Imprefs; for this hasbeen conti-
nued in feveral Reigns fince the Alteration
of the Infcription, left there fhouldbe fome
inherent Virtue in that, which was at firft
only «cafual, and might have been dif-
ferent according to the Coin, which
might have been fubftituted in its fiead.
Thus we fee that the Tnfcription, which
fitk recommended it to the Ufe it was
apply’d to, and which was then believ'd
to have fo great an Efficacy, has been
entirely laid afide; while the Imprefs,
which they had no regard to at all, has
been continued as long as any of thefe

Pieces were in Ufe. |
I AM inclined to believe, that this
Opinion of the Efficacy of Scriptural
Sentences was deduced originally from
the Cuftom of the Pews wearing their
Phylaiteries, which were fome Parts of
the Law of Msf:, on different Parts of
their Bodies, which our Expofitors term
Prefervatives or Charms. However,
certain it is, thefe holy Amulets were
anciently very much in Ufe among us,
as well as other Nations. Sct. Chryfoftome
informs us, it was the Practice of fome
Perfons to fufpend a fmall part of a
Gofpel about their Necks, thinking
thereby o fecure themfelves from Dan-
gers, and cure them of Bodily Infirmi-
G tiﬁs_q
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ties. And this Practice both he and
St. Anguftine expofe under the Names of
Magical Arts and Incantations.  Thefe
fort of holy Amaulets being efteem’d at
that Time capable of curing Difeafes, if it
chanced the Cure did fucceed where they
were ufed, ' they might reafonably be
looked upon' to have a fhare in it, as
well ‘as the King's Touch ; which natu-
rally leads me to 2 Confideration: of the
Ceremonies ufed at the Time of “Touch-
dngj vand that T'make fome Enquiry,
whether there were in thofe Times,  any
{uch Forms as thofe made ufe of for the
Curing of Difcafes, or the contributing
thercro.  For if the Kings of England
had a fupernatural Power of cuting any
particular Malady by the bare Touch,
there would be no Neceflity of intro-
ducing any external Affiftances of any
fort; but if Experience thould prove the
Uncertainty of it, they who practifed it
would be neceffarily obliged to take in
all the Helps they could to fupport the
Repurtartion of it. Ty
1 have before obferved, that Henmry
the Sevent/y was the firft of our Kings
who introduced the Ufe of the Gold, and
the Ceremonies upon this Occafion ;
and this not perhaps becaufehe was, as
my Lord Bacon obferves, a fviq Ob-
. fervey
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ferver of religicus Forms, but to render
this Method of Cure the more effica-
cious; and fo by furpafling the Succefs
of the bare Touch, and one fingle Bene-
diction of any of his Predeceflors,
{ftrengthen his Title to the Crown, which
he knew was at beft but precarious. He
might be very fenfible of the many Fai-
~ lures of Succefs this Method is attend-
ed with, and fo endeavour by thefe
Means to render it the more efficacious,
and make both himfelf, and it, the more
efteemed. But then who muft take up-
on them the compiling a Form of Cere-
monies entirely new, which were to affift
in a Cure they were not certain it would
contribute any thing to; it’'s more pro-
bable they would have recourfe to fome
approved Ceremony, if any fuch thing
was to be met with, that had been thought
cfficacious in removing bodily Infirmi-
ties. | .
Now it’s certain they had at that
Time, and long before in the Romifh
Church, particular Forms compiled of
certain Parts of the Scripture, Prayers,
and myfterious Expreflions, which they
termed Exorcifins, or Conjurations ; thefe
were to difpoflefs the Devil, to difperfe
evil Spirits that poflefled the Bodies of
Men, Women or Children, and to cure
- 5 5 {fome
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fome particular Difeafes: and no Body
could doubt fure, but if one of thefe
Exorcifms had Power fufficient to dif-
poflefs the Body of evil Spirits, butthat
it might be thought much more capable
of removing bodily Difeafes. Befides,
the approved Ufe of thefe Exorcifms
might be thought fufficient to recommend
them fo far as to be copied after, fince
thofe that ufed them would not fail of
fctring  forth cheir Virtues at large.
Thus, T am of Opinion, fhall we find it to
have fared with the Ceremonies of Henry
the Seventh, firft ufed in the Touching
for the King's Evi/; they feem, with very
little Alteration, to be copied from * z
very old Manufcript Exorcifin made ufe of
for the difpoffeffing of evil Spirits, which
I find was printed very early ; and fince
that in the Thefaurus Exorcifmorum atque
Ca?'ﬂmﬂm Terribilium ; you will there
find the Gofpels the fame, many of the
Expreffiofis the fame, and the whole bare
fuch an Analogy, as T think no one can
imagine but that one was little elfe buc
a Copy from the other.

I have taken care in the Appendix, a-
mong the Collettion of Records, to give

® See Colleflion of Records, Numb, VL
the
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the whole of the one and the other, thae
any one, by comparing them, may rea-
dily fee what a Similicude they bare to
each other. So that from hence it ap-
pears to be very evident that thefe Ce-
remonies, which have not failed of being
highly applauded and exrolled, and by
Dr. Heylin term’d facred Ceremonies, were
originally copied with little Alteration
from an ancient Romith Exorcifin or Con-
Juration. It's true * the original Ceremo-
unies of Henry the Seventh have received
fome parricular Alterations + i fome [fub-
[equent Reigns, to make them the betcer
comport with the Principles of thofe
Times; but {till not fuch moft certainly
as, confidering their Original, might have
been thought fufficient to have entitled
them to a place in fome Editions ‘of our
Common-Prayer Book. Thus we may
fee how the Original, the Progrefs, and
the Supports of this fuppefed divine Gift
of Healing, were nothing more than 1m-
pofitions on the People; and that the
more it be enquired into, the more its
Myfteries will be expofed and fet in a
clear Light; and this will make it evi-

® See Colleflion of Records, Numb, VII.
T See Colleftion of Record:, Numb. VIIL p
a ent
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dent alfo, that.77uzh has its inherent and
unalterable Marks and Charaé&ers, while
falfe Reprefentations and unwarrantable
and deceitful Collufions, though they
may prevail for a time, will never be a-
ble to fecure a conftant Adhcrence to
Falthood and Error. The one, the more
it be enquired into, difplays it felf with
frefh Beauties to an inquifitive Perfon, and
charms the Paffions of the Difcoverer;
while the other, for a Time, fculks under
the Subterfuges which were at firft efta-
blifhed to gain it Efteem, ull the inqui-
fitive and penetrating Mind diflodges it
from all its Securitics, and expofes. it
with its feecble Supports, till it entirely
vanifhcs and appears no more. And, as
I take it, though Truth may for fome
Time {uffer and lic concealed, yet the
clearing up of obfcure Affairs and the
fecting them in a trae Lighe, is the only
- way to diffipate the Clouds that darken
it, and making it fhine the more trium-
phantly, to the' overthrowing of Error.
But whether it proceeds from our being
too muchinclinedto a ftrict Adherence to'
the Sentiments of our Predeceflors, ‘or
our Unwillingnefs to call in Queftion
any current Opinion that has obrained
the Sanction of the common Confent of
Mankind ; moft certain it is, we do not,

gene-
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generally {peaking, engage in thefe En-
quiries with ‘that Vigour and Alacrity
that feems to be neceffary, and which
when once compleated, affords a Plea-
fure which is a fufficient Recompence for
all our Trouble." This we might have
imagined no' oné fhould have been un-
willing to have engaged in, where the
Subjcr‘}l‘ appeared at firlt view to"be more
myfterious than rational 3 for fuch Affairs
are very rarely found to be able to ftand
the Teft of a ftri¢t Enquiry. Befides this,
where fuch a Method has been treated
on, and the higheft Elogiums given it
by “thofe Pcrfuns whofc Interefts or Paf-
{' 1oms led them to {peak in its Favour ;

this, as well as the extraordinary Na-
ture of the Thing it felf, might have
been Caufe fufficient for one to have en-
ter’'d one’s Sufpicion concerning it. Thus
fhall we find it to have fared in this
Cafe, whichT have had under Confidera-
tion; not one of thofe Perfons who have
written exprefly of " it, but have been biaf-
fed by cheir parncu!ar Interefts to fpeak
in its Favour ; and whar dependance can
we have on thofe Authors, who had not
fo much the fake of Truth in view, asa
particular regard to their own Profir, by
flattering the refpective Princes, in whofe
Rengns they wrote? But the indifcreet

Mea-
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Meafures that fome Etg:;ic_,u_la; Perfons
have made ufe of, onght not to prejudice.
Truth, which muft notbe caft away wich
the unwarrantable Conceits that fome
have pinnd upenit. " . i 0
TuaT the Reader may have fome
Idea of the Performances of all thofe Au-
thors I have been fpeaking of, I fhall give
fome Account of them and their Writings
on this Head ; whereby will be reprefent-
ed what Obligations they were under to
purfue the fame Defign, and what were
the Motives to difpofe them to forfeit
the Character of impartial Writers. The
firlt who engaged in this Affair was
Dr. William Taoker, fometime Chaplain
to Queen FElizabeth, afterward Canon of
Exeter, the Place of his Nativity, and
at length Dean of Litchfield. This Au-
thorin 1597, while he was the Queen’s
Chaplain, publithed his Charifma five Da-
nums Sanstatis : In which Book he flat-
ters her Majefty upon her extraordinary
Abilities in curing the Evi. And the
more to advance the Dignity of this Me-
thod, feems to be difpleafed with thofe
that fix'd it upon Edward the Confe(for, as
the firft who exercifed it; and would car-
ry it up as high as Lucius, by fome faid
to be the firlt of our Chriftian Kings ; buc
he brings not the leaft Authority to {up-
port any fuch Suppofition. = THE
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~THE next Perfon that appeated upon -
this Subje&t was #William Clowes, Efq; a
Native of Warwickfbire, who, in regard
to his great and long Services, and re-
markable Succefs in his Pracice in his
Military and Naval Expeditions, had a
Grant of Arms in 1576, and {worn one
of the Surgeons to Queen Elizabeth, in
the latter End of her Reign. This Gen-
tlemanin 1602, publithed his Right fruit-
Jful and approved Treatife of the Struma,
¢re. In which Book he complements her
Majefty on the effeéing a Cure upon a
{crophulous Perfon, which he judgedto be
more Divine than Humane ; and believes,
upon the Failure of all other Methods,
that Patients may expect Relief from her. -
But certainly the Recital of one of the
Queen’s Cures was as little as he could
well do, when he mentions {fo many of
his own; and I believe there would have
been but little Occafion for his Book,
which gives us the Phyfical and Chyrur-
gical Methods of Cure, if the Succefs
of the Touching, which for a confidera-
ble Time together fhe wholly declined,
had not been fo very precarious.
~ SurseQUENT to Clowes, tho’ at many
Years diftance, was one Yohn Bird, fome-
time a Refident at Sion-College in London,
Who, to fhew his Zeal for his Majefty,
H the
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the Year after the Refforation, publifliéd
his Offenta Carolina. It contains a great
many odd and whimfical Opinions, as
that onr dear Lord King Charles is the
Antitype of Edward the Confeffor; and
that he is the laft of our Kings that fhall
heal the King's Evi/: That the King
had likewife a Power of Curing the
Rickets ;  which Difeafe, through the
Mercy of God and his Means, fhould
feize no more Children, buc entirely va-
nifh and appear no more. And fuch fort
of enthufiaftick Notions, which fill his
whole Book. | |
- Four Years after this Dr. Thomas
Allen, fometime of Cazus College in Cam-
bridge, afcerward Phyfician in Ordinary to
King Charles the Second, publithed a
Treatife of the Cure of the Evi/ by the
Touch, which he entitles, The Excellency
or Handy-work of the Royal Hand, dedi-
cated to the Duke of Zork. The whole
Book is principally a Declamarion onthe
Miferies of the Rebellion and an Incen-
tive to the Love of his Majefty, for fub.
mitting to Touch fo many deplorable
Objelts for the Cure of the King's Evil,
and ro diffwade Perfons from applying
themielves to the Seventh Sons, or thofe
called §zrokers, who it feems, if any of
them chanced ro fucceed, were thought
to
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to leflen the Efteem of his Majefty's Per-
formances. But Mr.Greatrack's Reputa-
tion very much increafing at this Time,
althoughhe is not mention'd in the Book,
it feems to be more particularly calcula-
ted againft his furprizing Succefes.

IN 1676, Richard Wifeman, Efq; a
Native of Cambridgefhire, one of the
principal Surgeons in King Charles the
Furfts Army, and after the Reftoration,
his Majelty’s Serjeant Surgeon, publifhed
feverai Chyrurgical Treatifes, one of which
entirely treats of the King's Evid, In
the firft Chapter he pleads very firongly
in behalf of the Efficacy of the Touch;
although in the Body of his Book, he
gives us a great Number of Inftances of
Perfons cured by himfelf, by proper Phy-
fical and Chyrurgical Prnceﬂbs, who, it’s
probable, would not have fubmitted to
his painful Methods, if the Cure was at-
tainable at fo cafy a Ratc as the dare
Touch.

A¥TER him Yobn Brown, a Norfolk
Man by Birth, and Surgeon in Ordinary
to King Charles the Second, in the Year
1684, publifhed with two preliminary
Treﬁrifcs, his Charifima Bafilicon, or Royal
Gift of healing Strumas, or King's Evil
Swellings, by Contall or Impayf.twn of the
fm'fd Hands of our Kings of England

H 2 ~ and
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and ¥rance, given them at their Inangu-
rations. Which Book, in the Patent be-
fore it, is faid ro be to the King’s great
Liking and Satisfaction; but in reality
the Body of the Book is nothing elfe but
a Tranflation of Zooker's Charifma, which
being even atchat Time exceeding fcarce,
he, I fuppofe, thought he might fecurely
do ‘it, without having his Plagiarifm
difcovered.

Tuus it evidently appears from the
Chara&ers of thefe Writers, that we are
by no means to expect an impartial Hi-
{tory of chis Affair from them, by rea-
fon it’s very evident they were all of
them prepofled in its Favour; their Bu-
{inefs was to exalt the Power and Digni-
ty of the Princes under whom the
wrote, to influence the Pecoples Minds
with a Belief, that they were capable of
effecting fupermatural Things ; and as
there have not been wanting fome who
have, without Reafon, belicved that God
has beftowed upon all Kings fome par-
ticular Characer or Gift, to thew how
peculiarly he’s concern'd for them; fo
their Bufinefs was to inculcate a Belief
of fuch Things, the more to raife the
Peoples Vencration and Efteem. But as
the countenancing of Parafites is an evi-
dent Sign of Weaknefs in a Prince; fo-
: ; 35 ' the
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the defpifing fuch mean and low Ends to
gain Efteem, will always be approved by
the wifer Part of the World, and affix on
that Prince that does fo, a Charaiter as
durable as Time. 1 cannot but {ay, that
it’s very probable that thofe Perfons who
were inclined to an impartial Confidera-
tion of this Marter, might have fome
Doubts arife within themfelves concern-
ing it, and f{ufpe&t whether it might not
be looked upon as a very imprudent Un-
dertaking, to go about to difprove an
Affair of this Nature, when it was coun-
tenanced by a Royal San&ion. Thus
when Peoples Minds were fo f{trongly
prepofled in Favour of any of our Kings
being invefted with fo “Divine a Géj%;
that they exercifed it for the Good
and Relief of their Subjeéts; and thac
it was a Power peculiarly affixed to the
Crown; were this even by uncontefted
Authorities brought again[{ it to be fuf
pected, precarious orfalfe, it would be im-
mediately adjudg’dto beabold and daring
Underraking, and f{iriking ac the Royal
Prerogative. For fuch has been the De-
pravity of fome former Ages, that a
Freedom of Thought has been mifcon-
ftrued as a Defign to bring about fome
finifter Ends; and a Perfon iaclined to
curious Enquirics might prove dangerous

| to
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to the State, by difcovering fome dark
and myfterious Things, and by placing

Truth in a clear Light, contribute to

weaken the Supports of the Government.

But if Ihave made it appear in the
foregoing Papers, that there is nothing
fupernatural in it, and that it never was
peculiarly affixed to the Crown, as it
will be a Proof of the over Credulity of
fome of our Kings, fo it will redound
much to the Honour of fome others;
who, fufpecing the Authorities of preju-
diced Pcrfons, have altogether declined
the Excrcife of it.

Bu T happy is it for us now, that our
Minds are free from thefe Incumberances ;
an unrcftrained Freedom of Thought, and
a right Method of Reafoning, are he-
come the happy Charaéters of this Age;
and as we have learn’t not to fuffer our
Senfcs to be impofed upon, fo we like-
wife have to reduce every Thing to the
Standard of Truth. .

THxus have I éxamined this Aftair with
all the Candor and Impartiality T have
been capable of; I have taken it in all
its refpective Views, and mentioned the
moft pofitive Affertions which have been
offered in its Behalf : But upon the
whole it appears, that its Supports have

f)&f:n only fititious, and imaginary,
and
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and fuch as have difappeared when
brought to a rational Inqueft; for as
Truch never loofes by Enquiry, fo Falfe-

hood and Error are always the more ex-
pofed by it.

Lam, §IR,
With the greateft Sincerity,
Tour moft obliged humble Servant,

London,
Aug 23, 1721.

Wil |. Beckett.
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A

Collectionof Records

Referred to

In the preceding Papers.

Numn* k

The Bull of Pope Alexander the Third, for cenamiy
zing King Edward the Confeffor,

Lexander €pifcopug ferbug fervorum

Oei benerabilibug fratribugAWrehi-
epilropis,€pilcapig et diledis Filiig
Abbatibug, Priozibug, et aliig Coe
clearum Poxlatis per Angliam conlitutiy,
falutem et Wpoltolicam Benedigionem. Jilie
ug devotionem conffantiam et Fidei frnitas
tem, guam eivca matrem beftram faceofangam
Romanam Eeclefiam exhibetig, diligentiug ats
tendented, in id propofitum bol untatig ad-
ducimur, ut bog ficut chariCimog fratreg, of
{peciales @celefiz Filiog finceva chavitate in
Domine diligamusg, pwpenfug Honoemig,

gt poltulationes veltray, quanium cum Deo
polumug,
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pollimud, libenti animo admittamug. Gnde
urigue fuir, quod fuper petitione, quam de
kdvardo glotinis guondam Hege Anglorum: cie.
nenisanto, et in dangsgum Catalogo adfleri-
benpo,tam charfimu g i Chuiko Filing noffer
Henricus ilTuffrig Anglorum fiex, guam bos ipd
nobig iultanting poerittisg , lolicitam cum
Fratribus noftris deliberationem Habentes,
o mivaculoum inlpedo, giz, dum in cat-

s = I

1§ WMoesiali vipetet, ¢ be p zfenti
fzmﬁ? et aflwimppug, “*mwlﬁf‘i | ﬁ@g&aﬁn@‘w
per luam milfevicozdiam declavabit : Difig eti-
am litterig aniecefforis wolfti piz memo.izx
Innocentit Pape. velkrig quoque feltimoniig
inde receptis : Quanibig negetium - arduum gt
fublinte non feequenter fofeat ni@ in (slemni-
bug Conciliis de moge concedi; de communi
gaen Fratruum neftvoiium confifio, jurta vo-
gum ¢t delderiinm prxdidi Filit noltri Hegis
ac veftrum, cozpus 1piug Confeforis ita glos
sificandum ceninimng, et debitig praeconiis as
Bozanbum in terrig, Gout cumdem Confelozem
Bominug per fuam gatiant glogificavit in
Ceelig. Unde Yidelicer inter Dandog Confeflo-
268 be cetero numeretur, qied hoc ipfim apud
Denm Ggnig micenit ac virtutibus obrinere.
Quia igitur decet Yoneltatis veltra prudenti:
am eum pic rolee, ot toto {tudig beuerari,
uem andgozitaty Aypoftolica Yenerandum bes

tra poltufavit bevotio, ot colendum: Hniver-

fitatem efrram per Hpoltolica feripta mone:

-----

nug ot erhortaniut in Doming, quatenus eunt

T

ita Deinceps lnbertis debitis :
vave,ul ipfiug inrerecionibug apuddilteictim
Fudicem mevemmint bentam olitinere, et glo-

ol 1u xterna beatitudine preminm inbents
ve. Watum Apnagniz feptinic “dug Februarii, -
Bor Winelice: Hnne TR No Mz

fequiig heno:
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N uwM s If.

A Proclamation for the better n'rdekfng: of thofe whe
repair to the Court for the Cure of the Difeafe
called the King’s Evil.

Wﬁermﬁ bp the BGrace and Bieling of
God, the fiings and Queeng of hig
Realm, fo manp Ages palt have hav the hap-
pinels by their Dacred Touel and Jubacation
of the Rame of BGab, tocure thele that are al-
fliced Ywith the Dileale cal'ed the King’s Evil:
And hig now molt excellent Wajelep in no
{elg mealure than any of his fRopal Parcdecel-
{028 bath had good {uccels ferein; andin Hig
moflt Gracions and Piouwg Dilpsfition 18 ag
readp and Willing ag anp #Hing o) Guecen of
this Healm eber Wag, tn anp thing to veliche
the diltreles and necellitics of his good Hub-
jes; per in fig Princelp Wildom, foreleeing
that in this ag in all ather things, cﬁgnrr 18
to be oblerved, and Gt timeg ave necelary, ta
be appointed fop the perfopming this great
ook of Chavitp: Dig molt excellent MWajelt
poth Perebp publih and declare his HRopa
Wil and Plealure to be ; that Whercas Heres
tofoze the ulual rimeg of paelenting fuch Pere
{ongto hig Majelty fo2 thig purpsle, Wwere Ea-
{ter and Whidontide, that from Gencelo2th the
times hall be Ealter and Michaelmas, as times
moze convenient Doth fo2 the tempevarnve of
the Sealon, and in refped of anp Tontagion
Wwhich map bappen in this ncar aceels fo hig
MPajeltps Dacred Perlon, and his Bajeltp
voth accopdingiy IVill and Comniand, that
from the timeof puhlg‘ui)zng thig Praclamation,
N 2 oW
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none prelume to repair to hig Majeltn’s 1Rops
al Court to be fealed of that Diicale befoze
the Fealt of St. Michael rotv nert coming.
April the 6. 1630, .

egeuiian P M 2 - =

Nuwms. I

The Ceremonies formerly ufed by the Salutators in
Spain, by which, and by the Touch, and the Ap-
plication of White Linen, they pretended to cure
all External Sores. '

P@ﬁ Chziltum, et cum Chrilto, et in Chiilto,
eft tibi Oro Patri omnipotenti, in unitas
te Spicitug Handi, emnis Dono?, et Blgzia
per omnia fecula feculoium. Oremug. Saluta-
ribug p.xceprig moniti, et divina inftitutio-
e formati audemug dicere, Parer nofter qui
eg in Cclig, Fc. Amen. Sy
 “Yefus Potentia Patrig, Sapientia Filii,
Dictug Hpivitus Sandi, Dance hoe vulnug ab
ogmni mala, Amen. ' o
Felus, Domine mi Felu Chrilte, credo quod
node Fovig Dandi in Cena, poltquam lavas
fti pedes tnoum Dandoinm Difcipilom
aceepilti panem fancifimis manibus tuis, et
Benevirilti et fregiled, et dediltl tnig Dandis
Dilcipulis, dicens accipite ct comedite, Hoc
eniim elt Coxpus meum 3 Gmiliter accepiltt ca-
ficem in Sandilimag fHanig, ef Matias -
gifti, ot tradidiftt tllig, dicens, accipite et bi-
ite, quia bic elt meus Danguis Rovi Tefta-
menti, qui pro multis cffimdetue in vemifdi-
onem peccatoim, hoe quoticlanqgue feceritis,
facite in meam commemozationem: @blecro tc ;.
Somine mi Feln Chilte ut pe2 hae Sancidi-
| | - - ma
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ma Derba, et per virtutem illoum, et pew
meritum fancilime pafiomig tuz lanetur ho
tuinng, et malum iftud, Amen, Jefus,
In Pomine Patris, et Filii, et Spivitug
Danti, Amen, Jefus. _ i

At length the following Articles were preferred a-
gainft them in the Bifhop of 2pres and other Ec-
clefiaftical and Civil Courts; and thefe pretend-
ed Miracle-Mongers were {everely prohibited
from farther impofing oh the People.

1. Becaule thep ave a Telvd People, and un.
Tikelp to habe that Commeree With Gon thep
wrend to. R L LN : |

2. Wecanle thep arve but foole, and unfettien
in f¥eligion, and would render others o,

3. Beeaufe thep mabe the People tempt
God to do that hp an extragdinarp ap of
Miracies, Wwhich fe had appointed to be done
in the o:dinary wayp of MWrang and PHrGck.

4. Wecaule thep had feduced People to the
neglee of the oinacy ‘means of their prelers
Iﬁrnatiqn, to the danger of manp Peopics
ives. _

5. Beeaule thep brousht the Curle of Gob
upon pgo People, manp paving confeled,
that thep perifhed undet the juit hand of God,
fo: Baving anp thing to do Wwith thele Salu-
tators. | ;s |
6. Decanle thep Wwere abetted by delpevate
Q9en of Dangerous Principles and Pracices.

7. Decaule thep took the NRanie of Sod in

Yain, and abuled his Wod to fuperltitions
Pucrpoles. :

8. Decanle thep perfoamed no veal oy Taflt:
ing Qures. ok

9. Wecaule



Cle Mecanle thep bdiltraced the Peoples
thoughts, and prepared them fo: Diabolical
“linGon and MWagick. |

< ro. Wecaule many of them could do nothin
till thep bav drank liberallp (a Wottle o
Aack being required to a Miracle) When thep
‘prefended that thep Wwere inlpired.

11. WBecaule thep gave occafion to ftrange
Diltaurles abour the Wivacles of Cheilt, and
‘pig Followers, and fo oberthetv the great
gound of #airh. -

12. Becaule thep perlivadedr People to do
il_a;mfﬂhes mifchief, that thep might do
&nreg.

13. Weeanle there Wweve leveral infltances
Drounht of theiv Confederacies, Jmpoltures,
and Juggles. A
© Yn fine, Becaule thep did a IVo2ld of Bil-
chief, anb {ittle 02 no Good.

——

Nuowms IV.

A Bleffing for Sore Eyes (taken out of an 0ld MS.
Mafs Book) very profitable for thar Difeafe, as
teacheth Willielmus de Meatibus, Chancelior of
the Mother Church of Lincoln, pur in modern

- Englifh. |

Tlaaﬁ Bleling fo2 Doge Cpeg (fays he) ne-
cellitp D2ingeth in, and the debotion of
them that agh it, and 1t ought to be done in
this manner. : |
Firlt, the Priclt who Singeth Mals, after
that Be hath received the Wodp and Wiood of
ot Lo, and after the firlt and ferond wafh-
ing of Hig Fingersg, Mall caule his i%}ri%
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lerk ta poug inte his Chalice the third ab-
{ution, ot of IVine but of Warter; and thig
- MWater nuk the Priel in h1g Lhalice relerve
and keep till 9als be done, and when Wals
ig once doune, the Pqick befoze he pl}tﬁ_.ﬂfg%lﬁj
Bdcervotal Vefiments, mall take of this Wa-
ter and [pinkle it upon the Soze Eyrs, anx
be mall fap ;E_:ﬁ per folfoing, toirh
Dominug pobifoum et cum Spirvitu tie, and

with Oxmug.
" The Prayer.

Tod Felu €Hik, Wwho opencd( the Cpeg.
: of the Man that wag bon Blind, Reep
the @Fzﬁ of this thp Derbant, giving him
fight clear, fufficient, meet and competent to
ferve thee withal, by bivtue of thig Hacras
wient, and bp thig Sign X of thp Polp Crols,

Pere et the Priel crols the dilealed Perfon
inith the Chalice and With the Corpoas
Lloth, and et him fo bandle the matter,
rhat With hig crolling e map caule foine
Vine to go {rom the Chalice and Coporas
Lloth into the Doge €peg, while he lapeth,
“In Romine Parrig, Filii, et félpmmﬁ Dans
gi. Amen. &hen Hall the Pielt fap the De-
ginning of $t. John’s Bolpcl. .

I;& mincipio evat Verbum, et Verbum crat
apud eum, et Deug crat Verbum.  Poe
erat i puncipio apud Deum. Gmnia per
iplum fada funt : €t Gne iplo fagum clt nibil,
quod fadum eft: In iplo bita crat, ot vita
erat fur pominum: €t fur in tenebis Tucet
£L fenebz eam non compehenderunt. Fuit

Pojin
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Homo miffug a Deo, _cui nomen erat Joans
nes, Pic venit in rtf;xmumum, ut teltimoni=
wm perhiberet de Tumine, ut omnes crederent
yer llum. Ron erat ilfe Tur, fetr ut teftimo-
mum rhiberet de Tumine, €rat {ur vesa
z flfuminat omnem Yominem. Tenigntem in
:mmmw ot e v _

@bel‘z things Befng bone,let tﬂt mfzafeh t:
fon vile up, kils the Alrar, and offer fome-
thing to the Wleed Sacvament, and {o depart;
and undoubtedy With the Help of God, and nfl
ony Wieded Lad !;e mall Hoatin bﬂtw remes
op of his Dilea A

. ﬂ""!ﬂin :
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Nums. V. |

. The Ceremonies ufed by King Henry VII, for Blef.
" fing of Cramp Rings, which method, as appears by
divers Records which 1 bave feen, was ufually pra=
ftifed by our Kings fome bundred Years before
bis time, which Rings they made Prefents /a] 16
particular Perfons,  The ufe of them was it feems
difcontinued under King Edward VI, but under
Dueen Mary it was defigned to be revived, and
the Office fgr 1t was written owt in a ]ﬁfr Mas
nufcript, of woich this is a Copy. That King
Henry VIIL proéfifed this Method, we bave bes
fides others, the Teftimony of Andrew Boorde &
Phyfician, who wrote in his Reign: This Authop
{fmkiﬂg of the Cramp, fays, The King’s Maje-
y hath a great helpe in this matter in hallows
ynge Crampe Rings, and {o geven without Moy
ney or Perition,

The Office of Confecrating the Cramp Rings.

Certain Praifers to be nfed by the Queen’s Highnefs,
in the Confecratiom of the Cramp Rings,

€ug milereatur noftei, ct Henedicar nog
BDeug: illuminet vultwm fuun luper nog,
et mifereatur noftri, - :
#e cognofcamug in terva piam tuam, in
omuibug gentibug alutare tuum.
Confiteantur tibi Populi, Peug; confitgans
fur tibi Populi omnes. ,
Azxgentue et exultent genteg, guoniam jus
gm_w. gnpulus in cquitate, gt gentes in reregy
irigig. \
Sonficcantuy tibi #uggn, Deuy wnﬂtmu;
30
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tur tibi Popuil omneg, terva dedit frudum

HIH!IL . 4
Wenrdicat nog Dens, Deug noter, Deredis

cat nog @eug, of metuent cum omunes fineg
fevre. | e h Viropeed
Gloia Patri, of Filio of Spivitni Sando,
BSicut crat in wincipto, et nine, et femper,
et tu facula lzcuiogum.  Amen, ‘

- Omnipoteng fempiterne Dens, gui ad {o-
fatium bumani generig, bavia et multiplicia
mileriatum uotrarim levamina uberrimig
maiiz tue donig ab inexhautte Henignitatig
ruz fonte mananiibug, incelanter (ribuere
pignatug e8; cf quos ad regafis fubfimita-
ng fafigium ertulifti, infignio;ibug gatiig
pimaces, Dongiumgue fus;um o:gana atque
ranales effe vo uilti, ut @e per te regnant
aliiique prafunt, ita te authoe reliquis pro-
fint, ut rua in popuwium benelivia conlerant:
preces uofvag propitiug rewpice, et gux f1bi
bota Humiliine fundimug, benignusg admitte,
it qied a tc maoes noffry de tua mifer:-
rordta (perantes chiimuerunt, id nobig etiam
part iducia poftulantibug concedere digneris:
Per CHitum Sonunum noffriun,  Amen,

‘The Rings lying in one Bafon or more, this Prayer
1o be laid over them.

@us Cae’elium terveftrinmgue conditor,
creaturatum atque humant gencris Hc-
piguilone regarate}, arey Ipirituaiis pa-
iz, omaptumgite Denedicioniun fargite?, 1m:-
niitte Apirirum 2angum tuum Parvaciettim
be Ceelis Duper fog Annnlos arte fabrili con-
fegag, eotfjur magna tua poteatia tta emun-
Dare




ey
bare dignerig, ut omni nequitia 1vidi Lenes
noique ferpentis ool expulla, metalinm
4 te Dono conditoe creatum, a cundig inimi-
ci (0:Dibus maneat immune. Per Chiftuin
Dominum noitruit,  Amen. |

Benedi&tio Annulorum.

D@B’us’ Ababam, Beug Flaar, Deng Fa-
cof, eraudt milcresos pleces nelras,
pavce metuentibug, popitiare {upplicibug,
et mittere diguerig Dancum ngelum fu-
um d¢ Caclig qui fandificet sk et benedicat vk
annulog iftos, ut Gnt remcdinm falutacc
omnibug nomen tuum humtliter implozantis
bug, ac lemetiplog po confeientia delicoum
fusyum accufantibus, atque ante conlpedum
Oivine Llementiz tux facinoia fua deplo-
antibug, ctf feren Mimam pietatom tuam puis
militer sbnireqiie flagitantibus ; prolint denis
Nie per invocationem {aidi (Ul nominis onis
mbug ilipg geltantibug, av Corporis et Anis
me lanitatem s Per Cxilnun Dominum nos
frum. Amen. :

Beneditio.

Cug gui in %Me2big envandid marima

7 femper potentiz tux miracula declarvaft,
guique annuiog in Guva Patriavcha fided
arcabonent, in Aarone Saccrdstale 8namen-
tum, i @ario foelisg cuftodiz (pmbolum, et
in foc regno bariopum mohoium remcdia
elle oluifii, hog annuiss propitiug »k benes
Dicere of ok langificave dignerig: e omnes
gut eog geltabunt Gne immunes ab omuibug
Datanx nldiig, Gut avmati virtute celeftisg
| D2 uee
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tefenfionis, nec cog infetet bel nerbogiutt cons
tradio, vel comitialig mobi pericula, fex
{entiant te opitulante in omni mozboyum ge-
nere levamen.  Jn nomine Patrig & et Filii
o ot Spivitug Sanci & Amen.

Denedic anima mea omino : Ct omnia
gite intra me funt nomini fando ¢jug. Here
Yollows the reft of that Pfalm. L1

Imﬁmeu[‘am tlettetitiamt tuam MWilericord
Oeug humiliter implozamus, ut qua ani-
i fiducia et fidei fincevitate, ac certa mentis
pietate, ad Hac impetranda accedimus, part
ctiam dcbvotione mratiz tuz fpmbola fideles
molequantur ; facelfat omnis luperltitio, p2o-
cul abfit Diabolice fraudig fulpicio, ef in
glozia fui nominig smnia cedant; ut te lav-
gitoem bonozum sanium fideleg tu1 incelli-
gant, atque a te uno quicquid vel animis vel
copozibug vere prolit, profedum f{entiant et
profiteantur :  Per CH2iltum Dominum no-

Grum. Amen.

Thele Prayers being faid, the Queen’s Highnefls
rubbeth the Rings berween her Hands, fay-

ing ;

Siﬂnrtiﬁcn Dontine Ynnulog iftog, et roe
tiz beneditionig benignug alperge, ac
manunum uwoltrarum confricatione, guas olei
facri infufione crterna  fandificare digna-
tug cg po minifterit neftri modo, confecra;
ut quod natura metalli pxftave non potir,
gatte tux nragnitudine e€iciatur : Per Chat-
tum Deminum noftrum, Amen, -
hen
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Then muft Holy Water be caft on the Rings,
{aying ¢ -

I,;R nomine Patrig, et Filii, et Dpirvitug
SHandi, Amen. Domine Filt Oei unigeni-
te, Oci et bominum mediato, Felu Chiifte,
in cyug uniug nomiie falug rede quaritur,
quigue tn fe perantibug facilem ad patrem ac-
- cellum conciliafts, quem, guicquid in nomine
tuo peteretur, in oimne datucion, cum certifs
finme veritatis Oaculo ab oze tno Dands,guum
inter Homineg verfabaris Bonis pronuncis
afti ; precibusg noftrig aures tux pictatisg acs
comoda, 1nt ad thonum Gratix in tua fduca
accedentes, quod in wemine tuo humiliter po-
{tulabimug, id a nobig, te mediante, impe:
tratum fuille, collatig per te bencficiig, fideles
intelligant: QUi bivig et regnag citm Dea
Patre in puitare Dpivitug Dandi Deug, per
omunia fxeula fxculopvn.  Amen. |

V@m noftra guefinuns omine, Spivitug
Aanctug, gui a te pocedit, alpivanda
prazbeniat, et profequatur, ut quod ad falu-
tem fidelinm confidenter petimus, matiz tuz
dono cfficaciter confequamur: Py CHiftum
Lominwm noiteum, Amen.

Mﬂﬂje&atﬂm tam, Clementiline Deug,
_ Pater, Filiug, ct Dpivitug Danctug,
fuppliciter exozamus, it gued ad nominig tui
Sanctificationem piig hic Ceremoniig peragi-
tur, ad ro:p92ig tmud et animz tutclam bales
at in teeris, of ab uberiozem fxlficitatis fru-
ctum proficiat in Ceelis. Qui bivig cf regnag
Deug, per omnia {xeula {zeulogum, Amen.
Numa,
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Exorcifmus adver[us Spiritus immundos.

E%ngu&a indutug veltibug facrig, pergat
ab altare vel ante aligilam Jmaginem :
&t premiffa (ut feping dicum eft) Dacra-
mentali confellione, copde humiliato et Grmo,
ficris genibug, ftipfum dgnando, dicat.

In Pomine Sanctilime, et individuz Tri-

nitatig, Parrig, et Filil, ct Spiritug San-
_tﬂ Amen.

V. Adjuterium noffrum in Pomine Do:
mint. :

R. Qui fecit Ceelum et Terram.

V. ©Oftende nobig, Oomine, milericodiam
fuan.

R. Et{alutare tuum da nobis.

V. Adjuva nes, Oeus falutaris noler.

R. Et proprer gloriam nominis tui, Domine, libe-
fa nos.

V. il preficiat intmicug in nobis,

R. Et Filius iniquitatis non apponat nocere nobis.

V. Fiat mifericodia tua Domine fuper nos.

R. Q_iemadmodum {peravimus in te.

V. Erurge Chritte, adjuba nos.

R, Et libera nos proprer nomen tuum,

V. Lominug vobilfeum.

. Et cuem Spiritu two.

Dic Croxcilta furgens dicat lequentia €-
sangelit.

Tn
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1;% ilfo temypoe : Fecumbentibug undecim
2 dilcipulis apparnit illig Felus; &St ex-
probavit incredulitatem eoriim, et duritiem
ropdig: @utaiig, gui viderant cum relurrer-
ille, non crediderunt. €t divit cis; cunteg
in mundbum univerfum, pxdicate Evangeli-
um omni creature.  @ui erediderit ef bap-
tizatug fuerit, falbug crit: @ui bero non cre-
diverit, condemnabitur., Signa autem cog,
qui crediderint, hac fequentur s In nomine
mes damonia ciicient: Linguis loguentur
nobis : Serpentes tolfent: € 4 motiferum
quit bibering, non eig nocebit: Super Lgog
manug imponent, ef bene hpabebunt. Et Dos
minug quidem Jefug,  pottguam locutug el
eig, aflumptus e in Coclum, et fedet a dex-
trig Bei. i autem peofectt, pradicaberunt
ubigue, omino gooperante, ot fermonem cops

firiante, {equentibug Ggnig.

V. Dominug vobilcum,
R. Et cum Spiritu tuo. -

L]

I;’v) principio evat Devbum, ef Verbum erat
apud Oeum, ot Deus erat Verbum.  Pog
graf in puncipta apud Beunt. Omnia per
ipfum facta funt: €t Gne ipfo factum oft nihil
quod factum eft s <Jn ipfo vita cvat, et bita
evat fur bominum : €t fux in teneb2ig lucet,
et tenee cam non compehenderunt.  Fuit
Homo miflug a Beo, cit nomen crat oan:
ies. Bic vewtt in teltimonium, ut reliimo:
uiiun perhibevet de fumine, 1 omneg credes
rent per illum.  Pon cvat ille tur, fed ut te-
ftimonium perbhiberet ve Iumine. Erat luy
bera que tiunminat smnem hominem benien:
tem i Gune wunduwm,  Gn mundo crat, ct

' nmundung
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anndug per iplum factug eft, et mundug es
st non cognovit,  Fn propria venit, ef lut
cim non receperunt. Quetquot antem reces
perunt ewumn, dedit eig poteltatem Hliog dei ds
er1, hig, qui credunt in nomine gjug: Qui
non ¢x {anguinibug, neque exr voluntate car-
nig, neque ef woluntate viri, fed cxr Beo tiae
ti funt. €t Derbum cavo factum eft, et ba-
bitabit in nobig: €t bidimug gInI;iam cjus,
gloiam qual unigeniti a patre, plenum g2
$1z ot veritatis,

V. Damine exaudi oationem meant,
R. Et clamor meus ad te veniat.

Oratio,

ine Felu €hilte,qui bedilti Apoltalid

tuig vivtutem ot poteltatem fMuper ins
firmog cf languoes; Ht infirmos curarent;
gpo2tios [ulcitarent; Tep.olog mundarent;
Dazmones ejicerent : Confivma in me hanc g2a:
tiam, guambig ndignus, et miler peccato?
fim : €t non vefpiciag ad inmumerabilia pee-
cata mea: Ded Geut confuevifti peccaroum
milereri, et preces bumiluun exaudirve, prop:
ter magnam milericodiam tuam, ita me nuic
exaudire dignerig: €t ficut eraudtiri Latros
nem in Cruce; ita me nune graudire digng-
nerig clamantem od te contra iftum {piry-
i erantem fune famulum tuum 2. ut
in nomine {ancto tuo tervibili, iplum expel-
fere valcam: @ui cum Patre et Dpiviey

fansru bibig cf regnag in lzcula {eculozum.
men,

Nuus.
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The Ceremonies for the Healing of them that be Dgi.
 eafed with the Kivng’s bvil, a5 i%'y were pra is
fed in the Time of King Henry 11,

Firft, The King, kneeling, fhall begin and fay,

I;,B nomine Patvig, ot Filii, et Dpivitug
Sandi, Amen. | '

And fo foon as he hath faid that, he fhall fay,
MDenedirite.

The Chaplain kneeling before the King, having 3
Stole about his Neck, fhall anfwer and fay,

- Dominug Gt in code tuo et Iahiig tuig, ad
confitenduum onminia peccata tua, “n neming
Patrig, ct Filii, ct Dpivitug Sangi. Amen,
Or elfe to fay, P '
© Glelug nog eraudiat, Gn nomine Patrig)
et Filit, et Spivitug Dandi.  Amen, "
‘Then by and by the King fhall fay,

- Confitey Deo, Veatz PWarix Dicg’ i, om-
nibug Sandis, ct vobig, guia peccavi ainmig
“in ¢ogitatione, Jogutione et opere, mea cuipa,
..%;e_m; Dangam - Waciam,  owncg Dancog

I, ¢t bog pare promg, . |
The Chaplaip {hall anfwer and fay,

Wileveatyr veltri omnipotens Depg, of de-
angttat vobig omnia Peccata Delva, ibevet bog
ab omut malg, falvet ot conficmet in bopo, ot
A bitam perducat zternam.  Amen. ‘

Ablolutionem et Remidionem omninm pee:
zatomm veffroaun, fpatium verz penitentie,
£t pmendationem bitx, gratiam et confolatio-

| nem

'ﬂ“ 11
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nem Sandi Spiritug, tribuat vebig omnipos
tens ot mifericols Bominug. Amen,
“Fhis done, the Chaplain fhall {2y, 2
. Dominug vebilcum, S Bt
The King (hall anfwer, 1

¢t cum Spiritu tug. N
Ttie Chaplain, 80141
' Sequentia Sangi Changelii fecundbum Par-
fuin. s _
TheKing fhall anfwer

Giogia tibi, Domine.

£ The Chaplain fhall read the Gofpel,

_i}) (ills tempoze : AWectunbentibug undecim
A nilcipulis apparuit illig Jelus ¢ €t expros
“bravit incredbulitatem eoum, et duritiem co-
DIg: quia iig, qui biderant eum refurrerife,
non crebiderunt, @€t dirit eig; euntes in
Jiundum univeefum, padicare Cvangelium
omini creature. @ui crediderit ot Waptizatug
fuerit, faibug erit: qui vero non crediderit,
rondeinnabitie.  digna autem cog, qui credis
perint, bae (equentur; in nomine meo dxmo-
nia gjicient : linguig loquentur novis: fer-
pentes tollent : of f motiievum quid biberint,
1on eig nocebit: Duper xgog wmanug inpo:
nent, ¢t bene habebunt.

‘Which Claufey Super agros, €c. the Chaplain re-
gars as long as the King is handling the Sick
erfon.  And in the time of the repeating the a-

- forefaid Words, Super agres, &c. the Clerk of
the Clofet fhail kneel before the King, having
the Sick Perlon upon the Right Hand ; and the

- 9ick Perfon (hall likewife kneel tefore the King:
Aud then the King fhall lay his Hand upon’ the

~Sore of the Sick Perfon. This
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This done, the Chaplain fhall make an end of the.

Gofpel; and in the mean time the Chirurgeon
fhall lead away the Sick Perfon from the King.

&t Dominug quitem Jelug, poktquam fo-
cutug eft cig, atumpius et in celum, et fe-
det a dertrig et <l autem protedy, prz-
dicabcrunt ubigue, Domine cooperante, et
fermonem confirmante, lequentibus Ggnig,

Then the Chaplain fhall begin to fay again,
- Banmtinug vebilcum. NES

The King (hall anfwer,

€t cum Dpiritu tuo.

The Chaplain, | , i
Fnitium Banci Svangelii fecundum Fos
dutticnl. ' ) B L3

The King thall fay,
Glozia tibi Bomine.
The Chaplain then fhall fay this Gofpel following. -

I,ﬂ pancipio crat Derbum, ot Derbuin erat
2 apud eum, et Deng exat Derbum. Hec
erat 1 puucipto apud Boaun. Omnia pec.
iplum fada funt ;: €t Gne iple fadum elt nibil,
Nuod tadum eft: Yn iplo vita erat, et vita
crat fuy fomintm: €t fur in renehiis fucet
¢z teachre camt non compehenderunt. Fuit
Bouis mifng a Beo, cut nomen crat Foan:
neg.  Pic venit in te{timonium, ut telrimenis
i gerhiberet de Tumine, ut omneg crederent
per thum.  Pon erar ille lur, fedx ur telerimo:
nwm perhiberet e fumine. ~ €rar fux vera
quz illimmat omnem Hominem beuicnteus 11
bune mundunt, N emti -

L 2 | 'Whiﬁhh,
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Which 1aft Claufe, Erar lux vera, €8¢ fhall ftifl
~be repeated {o long as the King fhall be Croffing
flie Sore of the Sick Perfon with an Angel No-
- blei and the Sick Perfon to have the fame An-
gel hanged about his Neck, and to wear it until
<’he be full whole. r

This dorle, the Chirurgeon fhall lead away the Sick’
Pérfon as he did betore; and then the Chaplain
- fhall make an end of the Gofpel. -

~ n mundo crat, et mundusg per iplum facug

£F, et mundug cum non cognovit. Jn pro-
paa benit; et fui etin non receperunt.  uot:
guot autem receperunt cum Jedit eid potelfa-
tem Filiog Oet fiert, his, qui credunt in no?
mfing éjug : qui non ex fanguinibus, negque ex
voluntate carnts, nequie ex voluntate vicr, fed
¢r Oco nati {unt. &t Verbum cavo facum el
et habitavit in nobis: cof vidimugd glojtam
cjug, gloyiam qual unigeniti a Patee, ple-
nitm gratix of vevitatig.

Then the Chaplain fhall fay,
Ait nomen Vomini Denedicun,

The King fhall dnfwer, \
Cr hoc nune et ulque in feenlum.

Then fhall the Chaplain fay this Colle& following;
praying for theSick Perfon or Perfons.

-~ Domine eraildi o2atisnem meam,

The King fhall anfwer,
€t clamo? mcug 4d te beniat,

~ aemug,

O%niputmg iemhpiterne Oeug, fafus ater:
7 na ceebentiun, eraudi nog pro famulis
tig, Pro quibng milevitodiz tux implozamus

AL



(1)
aurilium, ut redbita Gbi fanitate, matiarum

tibi in Ceclefia tua velevant agiones, Peg
Chritum Vominum noftrum, Amen,

This Prayer is to be faid fecretly after the Sick Per-
fons are departed from the King, at his pleafure.

D@mi nate; Domine Peug Omnipotens cil:
ing Benignitare, cxei bident, furdi an:.
viunt, muti loquuntur, cdaudi ambulant, le.
?gu& mundantur, omneg mfirmoiih curantue
anguozes, cf a quo {olo denwm fanationig.
pumanc geueri etiam tribuitur ot tanta gas.
tia p2o incredibili tua crga hoc reghum boni-
tate, fegibug ejutfoem concefla off, ut fola ma-
nuum ifoum impoGtione, mobug mabildis
mus fetidilimulgue htpcf[ati_.lt, concede Pos
pitiug ut ribi plopterea matiag agamug, et
p0 itto Anguiari bencficie 1n no® collato, non
nobig ipGs. fed nomint tho afidvie gloztam
pemug, nefque Gc ab pictatem femiper exere-
amug, ut tuam nobis donatam gratiam non
{olum difigenter conlerbare, fed in dieg magiz
magifgue adangere faboremusg, et pratta, ut
fuonmenngue egpoibug, in noming tio ma-
nug impelacrimug Gac tua virtute in {llig o-
perante cf nobrs miniltrantibug, ab pitinani
fanitatcm veftitnantur, canrcontervent, ot po-
cadem ribi; ut fummo medico of ormnium moy-
porum depillozi, pervetiio nobifcum gratiag
agant: Dicque Deinceps bitam infrituant ut
non coxpug folam ab mflemitate, {cd anima
etiam a peccato emnins fanata vidrarur. Pex
Dominun noftrum Felum CHiltum Filam
tuim, qui teonn vibit et reguat in unitate
Sanci Hyivitug per omnia fecula fecaloyun.
Amen,

Numz
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rtainin SN M S, VHET Y
The Cerémonies ufed in the Reigns of King Charles
the Firft and Second, at the times of Touching for
zhe cure of the Kings Evil. .

THE Chaplain thus hegins: The Golpel torits
A ten in the 16 ThHapter of Bt Mark, at ver,
the 14 Fetug appeaved unea the eleven asthep
at meat, an calt in their teeth theiv unbe:.
fref, and barduiels of beact, Becaude thep Bad
ot Belicted them twhich fad [cen that he wag
rifen again from the dead.  And he faid unto.
thein, go pe into all the wold, and paeach the
Boipe! ro afl ercarnreg, be that believeth and
is baptizen, Hall be faved, aud he that Delie-
Yerly ot wall be bamned: all thele tokens Hall
{oliciy them that belicke. Fn mp name they
hall caft out Devilg, they Hall fpeak with nely
rengucs, thep Mall d2ive atwap ferpents. And
it thep Dink anp deadlyp thing, it Mall net
puvt them.  They fhall lay their bands on the Sick
and they fhall recover. The which faying is conti-
nued ‘between every healing of his Sacred Majefty,
till all the Sick be Touched by him; the which
being finifthed, the Chaplain goes on, _

coee o So toben the Xozd had (poken un:
mhmiu- ta theit, he Mag receibed ?nta cas
et e Benandis acthe right hand ofSod.
Koass, the Kirg Shnd then went foth and preached
e hem > cterp Wheve,theflod Wo:king with

. them, and confivming the wod
feith mirvacles fnﬁummm The which done, be
begins the Gofpel written in the Firlt Chapter of St.

Fobry verle the Firft. |
P the Deginning wag the Wod, and the
Wod Wwas With God, and Gob Was the

Wozp, the [ame Wwag in the beginning Itanlzt‘lj
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God ; all things Wwere mabe by it, and Wwithout
-it Wwag nothing made Wwhich Wwag made: n ir
wag life, and the life Wwag the light of men,
and the light hined in the darknels, and the
darknels compehended it not.  There wag
fent a man from Sod, Wwhsle name Wwag John,
the fame camr ag a witnels, to bear Wwitnels
of the light, that all men though Lim mi_lgm
Delicve. Pe wag not that light, but Wwag {ent
to Bear witnelg of that light. -

Here the Chirurgions come up the fecond time, ma-
king their three Obeifances as formerly, where
the Clerk of the Clcfet on his Knees doth deliver
to the King his Gold ready ftrung upen a white
Silk Ribband, and when thefe following words
come to be read, the King puts over the Gold,

That light wag the teue light, , . .. -
ivhich fightneth cverp man han:ttﬁ o aﬁ};yﬂeﬂiﬁ
cometh into the Wweld. to she King, and

the l:llug puts
This running through the whole coutfe e, Geld abou
of the Ceremony, which words are
continually repeared between every one which re-
ceives the Gold. This being finilhed, theie fol-
lowing words are read;

De Wwas in the Worly, and the Wold twag
uade Bp Him, and the weld knetn him not, pe
came among® Hig oton, and hig olon received

nt not : Dur agmanp ag vecetved bim, ra them

gabe polier to be made fong of BGod: rhen
them that believed on hig Rame, Which were
Ben uot of blood, nop of the Will of the fAem,
‘m92 pet of the Wwill of man, but of Godv: Ann
‘the Lamte Wwozd became fle, and divelt anmong
ug, and we labw the glom of if, as the gloxp of
&he onlp begotten {on of the Farher, full of
giace and teuth. - This



















