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RE “A+DoE iR

S the Affair between Mifs Blan-

A dy, executed on Monday zhe

.. fixth inflant at Oxtord, and
Mpy. Cranftoun, has been the Subjel? of
all Converfaiion, both in Town and
Country, for [everal Months paft; an
authentic and circumflantial Account
of it cannot fail of provinz acceprable to
the Public : which would of itfelf be a
Sufficient Apology for fending thefe Sheets
into the World. But the Editor has a
farther Motive for the Publication of
the fillowing Narrative. Mi/s Blandy,
in Jome of her laft Moments, mofl ear-
neflly defired, that the W hole, which bad
been partly penned and partly diftated
by hery might be fubmitted 10 the Fudg-

ment of the Public, without any mate-
rial






_LMiﬁ-; BLA N D Y’s own
ACCOUNT, e

g Acquamtancc with. Mr. Cra:y?a#ﬂ,
.., who was Licutepant of a Regiment of
Marmf:s, cummenced at Lord Mark.
Ker’s, in one of the Summer-months,
as I at prelent apprehend, .of the Year 1746. At
firlt we entertained: of each other only Sentiments of
Friendthip, 1 being upon the Point of marrying
another Gentleman ; which, for fome prudential
Reafons, was foon put off, and at laft came to no-
thing. Some Months after our firft Interview, Mr.
C'mnﬁaﬂ?: left Henley, and, about the following Sums-
mer, returned to his Uncle, Lord Mark J{er who

~ lived at 2 Houfe he had hired in that Town, callu:l

Paradife.  After his Arrival at Henley, “our Friend-
~ thip continued for fome Time; in one Part of
- which I told him, as a Friend that withed me well,

of another advantanmus Match that had been pro-
pofed to me; but at Ihﬂ fame time declared to him,
that I was afrald the Gentleman was not formed to
make me happy. Upon this, he afked me, ¢ whe-
¢ ther orno 1 preferred mutual Love to the Gran.
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¢ deur of Life?’* To which I replied, 1 pre-
¢ ferred the Man I loved and efteemed to all
¢ others.” This induced him to make a Propofal
to me in the following Terms: ¢ Mifs Blandy, 1
¢ have upon my Hands an unhappy Affair, which
¢ to you I have made no Secret of : I can affure
¢ you, before I {peak what faiiows I am not now
“ married, nor ever was; tho’ by the Nature of
 the Laws of Scotland, 1 am mvol?ed in fome
¢ Difficulties brought upan me by that Affair, out
¢« of which it will be fome Time before I can ex-
¢ tricate myfelf. Do you think you could love a
¢¢ Man well enough to ftay till this Affair be brought
“ to a Determination ? [ have, added he, withed
¢ fuch a Propofal might take Effect from the very
¢ firft Moment that I faw you; but my Honour
‘¢ would nut permit me to make i it in form, till the
¢ Invalidity of my pretended Marriage did appear
¢ to the whole World”” To this I made no Re-
ply, as Lord Mark Ker at that Inftant came into
the Garden; Mr. Cranffoan and I being then at his
Houfe., The next Day Mr. Cranffoun came to my
Facher’s, and renewed the Dilcourie ; on which [
told him, that * if my Papa and Mamma would
¢« approve of my ftaying for him, 1 readily con-
¢ fented thereto.”  After this he took the frft Op-
portunity of fpeaking to my Mamma upon the
fame Subje& 3 and received from her the following
Anfwer; ¢ Sir, you do my Daughter an Henour ;
““ bat 1 have underftood, that you have a perplex-
. $¢ ing Affair upon your Hands, and it is reported
¢ that you are married.” He then made Anfwer,
¢¢ Madam, as I have a Soul to be faved, I am not,
¢ nor ever was.””  To which fhe replied : % Very
« well, Mr. Cranftoun, 1 will take your Word as to
¢ that; but I have many more Reafons to give you
“ why I difapprove of your Propofal. In the firft
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¢ Place, you are a Man of Fafhion, and I believe
« your Fortune fmall; my Daughter has been
‘¢ brought up with great Care and Tendernels; and
«¢ as nerther of you feem to me cut our to live wpon
“ a {mall Fortune, you would both like to live
¢¢ in a Manner fuitable to your Station.”” T which
fhe added, ¢¢1 can affure you, Mr. Cranffoun, had
“ my Daughter 10,000/ and in my Difpofal,
%¢ ] would give her to you with the grcate{t Plea-
‘¢¢fure, There is one Thing, coatinued the, I
¢« think, Mr. Cranffoun, 1 ought to inform you of.
“s¢ Nowwithftanding the World reports Mr. Blandy
¢ to be able to give his Daughter down a hand-
s fome Forwune, 1 am fure he cannot doit; tho®
¢ was ever made 3 Stranger to his Circumftances.””
To which he replied, ¢ If Mr. Blandy will give me
¢¢ his. Daughter, I fhall not trouble him about
« that.” Thl"-‘ as far as I can recolle@t, is the Sub-
ftance of what pafﬁ:d on Mr. Cranfloun’s firft making
his Addrefies ro me.

After the laft. Conference, my Mamma and Mr.
Cranfloun had feveral others to the fame Effeét; the
laft of which 'was followed by Mr. Cresftoun’s Jout-
ney to Bath. ‘He auended hls Uncle, Lord Mark
Ker, thither 5 but before he left Henley, he obtained
my Father’s Leave ro corréfpond with me. He
went to Batb, if my Memory fails me not, in the
latter Seafon of the Year 17473 after | had beén
above a Year acquainted with him. He ftaid ac
Bath about tive or {ix Weeks ; and, after his Return
-to Henley, lived at our Houfe, with my Father’s
and Mother’s Approbation, five or {ix Months.
At the End of this Term, he went up to Town;
and, within a few Days after his Arrival there, wrote
to my Father, to beg the favour of him to comply
with his Requeft, that 1 might be permirted to ftay
for him till his unhappy Affair with Mifs Murray,
| B2 (for
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(for fo was his fuppofed Wife called) was finally de-
termined, - This, he faid,  he was affured, by the
beft Judges, mult end in a little Time Wltl‘l certain
Succefs :  Which, as he added, would make him
the happieit Man Inrmg and he doubted ot but he
fhould communicate the fame Degree of: Happinefs
to. me, by the tender Treatment I fhould meet with
from him, My Father gave the Letter to me with
a Smile, and told me, * that was a Letter which he
¢« believed I fhould read with fome Pleafure.”
After I had read it, I faid,  When will you anfwer
¢ it, Sir?”” To which he replied, ¢ Notat all.””
Upon this, looking earneftly at him, faid, ¢ Notat
“ all, Papa?* ¢ No, replied he, you fhall an-
¢« fwer it yourfelf.”” ¢ In what Manner, Sir 2’ fub-
joined 1.~ ¢¢ As, retirned hé, is'moft agreeable to
¢ you,”” ‘To which, however, he thought fit to0
add, ¢ Tho’ I give you Leave in this Manner, yet
¢ if you are prudrnt you ‘will not thinld of hav-
“ ing a Man of Quality without any Fortune, when
¢ you may marry a Man with a'very ample: one,
¢ of as good a Gentleman’s Family' as any in Eng-
¢ lgnd: . Bur, continued he, if you can be content-
¢¢ ed, I'll do ‘what T can to make you happy with
:¢¢ him. I believe he loves you, and mutual Love
¢ muft make the Marriage-ftate :happy.”’ Mr.
Blunt, the Owner or Proprictor of Paradife, the
Houle inhabited by Lord:Mark Kery was then at my
Father’s, . and kI‘IEW, ~f I am not miftaken, from
~whom 'the Letter came: Be that as it will, no
cmore pafled on thisi Subject at thacTime. The
-next Poft I informed Mr. Cranfloun, that * My
. Papa had given me Icave to write to him what-
< ¢¢ ever I pleafed 5 in confequence of which I fhould
« rake thc Liberty to affure him, that I would ftay
- ¢ for him, and accept.of ‘no other Offer till his
~¢¢ Affair was brought to a Decifion; and that if it

-vf 3 S ““ was
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¢ was not determined in his Favour, 1 doubted
. ¢ whether I fhould accept of any ever after.”
Tho’ I did not fee Mr. Cranftoun for feveral Months,
our Correfpondence ftill continued ;3 Letters paffing
and repafling between us almoft every Poft.

During this Interval, my Mamma went to a Place
called Turville-court, to the Houle of one Mrs.
Pocock; where fthe was feized with a Diforder, that
it was thought would have proved fatal o her,
Through the whole Courfe of her Illnefs, when in
her Senfes, the conftantly cried out, < Let Cran-
“ foun be fent for :*’ On which, T at lalt fent for
him. He was then at Souzbampton; which, by the
Mifcarriage of one of his Letrers, I was ignorant of ;
But the very Night he reached London, he fet out
for Turville-court, and arrived there about Ten
o’Clock at Night. As foon as he came to Mrs.
- Pocock’s Houfe, he was ipftantly taken up into my
Mother’s Chamber, which greatly refrefhed and re-
vived her: For fhe immediately raifed herfelf up in
Bed, took him about the Neck, and kifled him in
- the moft affectionate Manner. At the fame Time,
the faid, ¢ My dear Cranfloun, 1 am glad you are
¢ come; I now fhall grow well foon.” Nor would
fhe take any Medicines, but from’ his Hand, faying,
¢ My poor Nurfe mult not be jealous, (meaning
¢ her Daughter) fince loving him I know is plealing
“ her.,” The next Day fhe got up, and fent for
Mr. Cranftoun into her Room; faying,  This [
“ owe to you, my dear Cranffoun; your coming
“ has given me new Health and frefh Spirits: I
¢¢ was fearful left I fhould die, and you not be here
“ to comfort that poor Girl, how like Death fhe
¢ Jooks!” My Father came thither that Day to
fee his Spoufe, and took Mr, Cranfloun, who met
him in the Hall, up in his Arms, faying, “ [ am
% glad to fee you here, how does my Wife?”

= B 3 1 UP'DEI
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¢« Upon Mr. Cranfloun’s telling him, ¢ fhe was
¢ much better, and up,” he faid, {miling, < I
“ fuppole they will both of them (meaning his
“ Wife and Daughter) be mauch betters now you
¢ are come.”” My Father feemed in great good
Humour all that Day. The next Time he came,
(for he returned Home at Night) he appeared much
out of Humour at the great Expence incurred by
my Mother on the foregoing Occafion, and defired
her to think of removing to her own Foufe ; f{ince
in that Cafe, neither the Phyfician’s Fees nor the
Apothecary’s Journies could be fo expenfive.  But
fhe was too weak to be removed immediately :
However, in a thort Time, the returned Home, in
Company with myfelt and Mr. Cranftoun, who, with
my Father and Mother’s Approbation, refided with
us above {ix Months. During which Interval, my
Father was fometimes extremely kind, and fome-
times very rude to Mr. Cranfloun, as well as very
harth to his Daughter. I obferved, that this Rude-
nefs and Harfhnels generally appeared after he had
been in Company with fome Perfons, and particu-
ly one hereafter mentioned, who were known not to
approve of my Marriage with Mr. Cranfloun. My
Father alfo frequently made my Mother very un-
ealy, on account of her Approbarton of that Mar-
riage 3 tho’ he always declared, that he thought Mr..
Cranftoun a moft agreeable Man. Whilft he was laft
at my Facher’s Houfe, the Regiment of Marines to
which he belonged was broke at Sourbampron; which
obliged him to go thither : Byt he did not ftay
there above two or three Days; and upon his Re-
turn to Henley, was received by my Father with
great Tendernels, who told him, that ¢ as he was
“ now broke, he fuppofed his Cath would run low;
“ and that therefore he was welcome to flay
“ with him,® This happeniog in my Prefence, [

2 ' went
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went up to my Father, kiffed him, and faid, ¢ Sir,
¢ T fhall never forget this Goodnefs,” Mr, Cran-
Jroun having loft his Pﬂﬂ in the Regiment of Ma-
rines, did not remain long in FHenley 3 but fet out
foon for London, where he made a pretty confider-
able ftay. 'We kept up, however, our Correfpon-
dence, as ufual in Times of Abtence, he writing
to me almoft every Poft.

A few Months after Mr. Cranffonn’s return from
Soutbampton, my Mother went up to London, in or-
der to alk Advice for a Complaint in her Brealt,

‘and took me along with her. Upon our Arrival
there, we went to her Brother’s, Mr, Henry Stévens’s,
in ﬂﬂﬂﬂn-ﬁ'ﬁmmam, where we reﬁded all the Time
we remained in Town. . I had before apprized Mr.
Cranftoun of our intended Journey ; and he waited
upon me the next Morning after our Arrival at my
Uncle’s: Hither he came every Day to vifit me,
whilft we ftayed in London. Once he brought his
Brother, the Lord Cranfloun, with him, who was
then juft married. One of Mr. Cranfloun’s Vifits
happening a little before Dinner, my Mother afked
her Brother, Mr. Henry Stevens, to invite him to
: dinner; but this Favour was refufed her : On which,
coming into the Dining-room, where fhe found me
and Mr. Cranjtoun, fhe took him by the Hand, and
bur& into Tears, faying, ¢ My dear Mr. Cran-
 ftoun, 1 am forry you fhould be {o affronted by
¢ any of my Family, but I dare not afk you to
¢ ftay to dinner. However, continued fhe, come
‘“ to me as often as you can in my own Apart-
“ ment; in a Morning I am always alone.”” To
this Mr. Cranfloun made anfwer, ¢ My dear Mam-
“ ma, don’t be unealy—I don’t—come for the
¢« Sake of them, but of you and your Daughter:
¢« And let him put on never fo terrible a Face, he
“ fhall not keep me from you,”” At this Time
B 4 Mirs.
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Mrs. Pocock was in Town, and had a Houfe in S¢,
Fames®s-[quare, to which I ufed to go moft Days,
Hither Mr. Cranffoun perpetually came, when he
upderftood that I was here; and that with my Fa-
ther’s, who arrived in Town after we had reached
it, and Mother’s Confent, Mirs, Pocock ofien afked
my Father, whillt in London, to make one of the -
Party. But he anfwered her, “ You keep fuch®
¢ Quality Hours, as neither agree with my Health,
“ nor fuit my Bufinefs ; however, you will have
¢ Two Parts of me, my Wifeand my Daughter.”
¢ Yes, replied Mrs, Pocock, and not only thefe
¢ Two, but likewife another Bit of you, which
¢ will be coming foon.” At this he fmiled, and
faid, ¢ What Cranffoun! a little Bit, indeed, I
¢¢ think! They are very well matched—I was fur- ¢
¢ prifed not to find him here—I thought they -
¢ could not have been fo long afunder.,” My Fa-
ther went away, and left his Family there. The
next Day my Mother and I were invited to dine at
Mrs, Pocock’s, in order to meet the prefent Lord
Crauford, then Lord Garnock, and Mr. Cranfleun :
The latter attended Mrs. Pocock in a Coach fhe had
hired to fetch me and my Mother into her Houfe.
My Father met us in the Strand, and ftopped the
Coach, crying out, ¢ For God’s Sake, Mrs. Po-
*¢ cock, what do you with this Rubbifth every Day ?**
“ Rubbifh do you call them, replied fhe, your
“ Wife, your Daughter, and one who may be
¢¢ your Son?”’ ¢ Aye, aye, faid he, they are very
¢ well matched ; *tis Pity they fthould ever be afun-
¢ der.” On which, Mr. Cranfloun took hold of
my Father’s Hand, and cried our, ¢ God grant
*¢ they never may ; don’t you fay Amen, Papa
At this my Father {iniled, and faid, ¢¢ Make her
¢¢ thefe fine Speeches Seven Years hence.”” He
then took Ris Leave of them; faying, ¢« He hait_:l
_ ¢ fo

LY




. e
“ fa much Buf’nef‘s ‘I.TpDn h:s an(f: that he ccuid
- ¢ pot ftand idling there e blddm ‘the Cﬂachman
~ “to drive on, and crying. out, ¢ (md blefs you, I
¢ with you merry,” Mis. Pocock then afked him,
#¢ If he could not contrive to.come ‘to them ?*”’ To
which he made anfwer, alluding to the Diftance of
‘her Houfe, < God blefs you, de you think I can
¢ now come down to Henley & Then ‘our Coach-
‘man drove on to St _‘?’ama:ﬁuara . and foon
after my Father lt:ft the Town, in order to return
‘Home.
 Whilt I was now in London, Mr. Cranftoun pro-
poled a private Marriage to me, faying, ¢ It might
¢ help us with regard to the Affair in Scotland ;
e ﬁnce a real Marnaﬂe according to the Ul"acm
¢¢ of the Church of Eﬁgl@ﬂd, if Matters went harci,
¢ might poffibly invalidate a Contract that arcfe
¢ only from Cohabitation.”” In order to under-
ftand which, it muft be obferved, that Mr. Cran-
ftoun had before cohabited with one Mils Muiray,
by whom he had had a Child then living ; and was
confequently confidered, by the Laws of Scotland,
‘as_her Hufband. This, hf.'. faid, was the only
thing that intituled her to him, as he never was
marricd by any Piieft. To Mr, Cranfloun’s Pro-
pofal I aniwered, ¢¢ I won’t, Cranfloun, do you fo
¢ muchr Injury, as well as myfelf ; for my Father
¢“ pever will forgive it, nor give me a Farthing,”
To which he rethd « There will be no Occafion
¢ to difcover it, but upon fuch an interefting Event 5
¢ and then furely, if you love me, you will fuffer
¢ any thing rather than part with me. — What
¢ would not I fuffer for you!” 1o this I made
anfwer, ** I would do nothing in the Affair with-
“ out he could procure the “Advice of the beft
¢¢ Council, and be certainly informed by this that
_#¢ fuch a M_arnage would be valid, Conlider with
' € your-
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% yourfelf, faid I, Cranffoun, what a Condition [
¢ fhould be in, if I fhould lofe my Character, my
¢ Friends, and yourfelf 2—And you I muft lofe,
¢¢ if your former fuppofed Marriage thould be de-
<« clared valid, and in Honour we muft never fee
¢ each other more.” He then faid, ¢ He would
¢ oo and lay the Cafe immediately before the beft
¢ Council, particularly Mr. Murray, the Sollicitor
¢ General.” But I heard no- more of this Affair
whilft we ftaid in Town, excepting that it was laid
before the faid Council 5 nor did I receive any more
Sollicitations from him on this head, |
About this Time my Mother being diftreffed for
Money, was very uneafy, as well as in a bad ftace
of Health; which gave me great Concern. Being
one Day, therefore, alone, and in Tears, Mr. Cran-
floun came unexpetedly into the Room, and in-
{ifted upon knowing the Reafon of my Grief; which
at laft, after many tender Perfualions on his Part,
I difcovered to him. - T told him my Mother owed
Forty Pounds, and as fhe durft not inform my Fa-
ther of it, did not know which way to getit. To
this he replied, ¢¢ I only wifh I had as many Hun-
¢« dreds: I will get it for you, my dear, to-mot-
““ row. Poor Woman, how can her Hufband ufe
 her fo!” On which, my Mother coming in, no
more was at that Time faid : Mr, Cranfloun ftayed
but a little while; and when he went away, he told.
me, * He would fee about it.”” After he was
gone, I took my Mother in my Arme<, and faid,
¢ My dear Mamma, you may be eafy about this
¢ Money, for Mr. Cranfloun will get it for you to-
¢ morrow.” At this my Mother burft into Tears,
and cried, ¢ Why will Mr, Blandy expofe himfelf
‘“ and me fo? How can the poor Soul ger it ? But
“ he fhall have my Watch, if ever he wants it,
“ and I cannot pay hmm in Money,” To this [
made




{3

made anfwer, ¢ As to paying him in Money,
¢« Mamma, that you never can ; having never been
<¢ Miftrefls of fuch a Sum, nor likely ever to be
“ fo; but make yourfelf eafy, if we meet, you
¢ will never be afked for it.”” The next Day the
and I went to fee her Sifter, Mrs. Frances Stevens,
who then iived with her Uncle, Mr. Cary, in Wat-
~ ling-fireet ; where Mr. Cranfioun and his Coufin,
Mr. Edmonftoun, took their Leave of us, we be-
ing to fet out for Henley the Day following. Mr,
Cranftoun brought the Money with him, which he
delivered into my Mother’s own Hand ; on which,
not being able to fpeak, fhe fqueezed his Hand,
and burft into Tears, He then kiffed her, and faid,
¢ Remember ’tis a Son, and thercfore don’t make
- ¢ yourfelf uneafy ; you can’t lie under any Obli-
¢ gation to me.”” Then he took me by the Hand,
and led me into another Room. Here I was go-
ing to return him Thanks for his Goodnefs to my
Mother ; but this he prevented, by kifling me, and
faying, “ That was all he defired in Return.”” Then
he gave me Five Guineas, and defired me to keep
them by me; fince, in cafe the Council fhonld
think a private Marriage proper, they would enable
me to come up ina Polt-Chaifc to London, and meet
him there, with all pofiible Expedition. After a little
farther Difcourfe, we parted in a very moving man-
ner. I paid Ten Pounds for my Mother, out of
the Forty Pounds fhe had been fupplied with by
Mr. Cranftoun, that very Night. The next Morn-
ing we fet out for Henley, where we arrived in due
Time, The Day following, being Sunday, 1 wrote
to Mr, Cranffoun, as he had requefted me to do;
giving him an Acceunt of our fafe Arrival, and
thanking him in the ftrongeflt Terms, for his late
extraordinary Favour. The next Day, being Aon-
day, the other Thirty Pounds, being the remuining
: Part
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Part of the Money my Mother had borrewed of
Mr. Cranftoun, fhe paid to the Footman, for Fowls,
Butter, Eggs, Wine, and other Provifions, brought
into the Houfe, chiefly on account of Entertain-
ments, by him.

From this Time to Sept, 28th, 1749, my Mo-
ther continued in a good State of Health. Buton
that Day, which was about half a Year after her
laft Departure from London, at One o’Clock in the
Morning, fhe was taken very ill.  “This giving me,
who always lay with her, great Uneafinefs, 1 im-
mediately got up, and called her Maid, who inftant-
ly appeared ; and then fhe got out of Bed, and re-
tired. When fhe came into Bed again, fhe faid,
¢ My dear Molly, don’t fright yourfelt: You know
‘« there 15 now no Danger.,” In order to under-
ftand which Words, it will be proper to obferve,
that, when my Mother was in Labour of me, fhe
received a Hurt; which made me apprehenfive of
ill Confequences, when either the Cholick, ,which
was her prefent Diforder, or any Obftructions in
the Parts contiguous to thofe which are the Seat of
that Diftemper, happened. She lay pretty eafy ’till
Six, when I difpatched a Meflenger for Mr. Norton,
the Apothecary to the Family, who lived in Henley,
When he came, fhe complained of a Pain in her
Bowels ; upon which he took fome Blood from her,
and ordered her fome gentle Phyfic. She feemed
better after this, but nothing paffed through her.
It being Friday, and many Country- gentlemen meet-
ing to bowl at the Bell-Inu, the Rev. Mr. Stevens
of Fawley, my Mother’s Brother, came thither that
Day, paid a Vifit to his Sifter, and found her
greatly indifpofed. When he left the Room, in
which fhe lay, for fhe kept her Bed, I followed
him out, and afked him, if he thought there was
any Danger ; telling him:how fhe then was, the

Manner
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Mannar in, which the was firft. feized, and what had
prefcribed her. i1 As fhe before had had feveral
fuch hts of the C‘hﬂhck‘. Mr. Stevenns did:nog ap-
prehend any immediate: Dangﬂn o1 faid, < df -y
¢ Mamma was. not: better {oon; [ would fend fora
- % Phyfician.”’: To which .he replied, < You,are
bk much in the right "of it but ﬂ;ay a lictle, and
i8¢ dee what. Effe¢ts the Phyfic ‘will have.” - He
called again in-the Evening, - and found - her, better,
rtho’ nuthmg had! yet pafied thtough her. :Abpout
«Twelve o’Clock at Night my. Mother obliged:me,
~who was then my{elf mdxf' ﬂde td get into anether
:Bed; and promifed to fend to mé, if the found
sherfelf worfe.. Soon after this, the grew ,mhuch
‘worfe ; but would not fend to her: Daughter, fay-
.ing, ¢ She would know her Fate too foon.” She
farther faid to Mr. Norton, who was then wmh her,
-¢¢ My Daughter loves me fo well, that L with my
et ﬁeceafe may not be the Death of her.” Between
.Five and Six o’Clock in the Morning, on: Sasurday
Sept. zoth, 1749, my Mother’s N’ald came up to
me, and told me, that, < If I would fee my Meo-
1t ther a]we, I.muft come immediately m.m ther
"s‘ Chamber.” 1 leaped out: of Bed, put on my
‘Shoes, and one Petticoat only,+and ran. thither in
‘the greateft Confufion imaginable: . When my Me-
‘ther faw 'me, fhe put out her Hand, and faid,
ot Naw, Mblly, thew yourfelf 16:5?’;&:&?:, and fub-
¢ mit to what God 15 pleafed ‘to-order. I muft
$¢.die, my Dear: God will enable you to bear it,
. if you pray.to.Him.” On which turned about
iin a State of Diftraction, ran to my Father’s Room,
apd faid to him, ¢ For God’s Sake, Sir, come ta
*¢ my Mother’s Room : She is this Inftant dying.”
Then I ran, wich great Inquietude, into the Kitchen,
where I found my Footman, and fent him imme-
-d:atﬁ:l}' to Fawley for the Rev. Mr. Stevens, my Un-

cle,
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‘cle, and his Brother, Mr. Henry Stevéns, of Dofors-
Commons, who was then at his Houfe in Henley. 1
-alfo, at the fame Time, difpatched a Meffenger to
Dr. Addington, who lived at Reading. After which
I went up Stairs, and found my Father fitting by
my Mother’s Bed-fide. She took him and me both
by the Hand, juinin% our Hands together, and
faying to him, *¢ Be both a Father and a Mother
< to her: I have long tried and known her Tem-
“ per, Mr. Blandy. She is all your Heart can
¢ wifh for, and has been the beft of Daughters o
“ me. Ufe her with a generous Confidence,
* and fhe will never abufe it. She has fet her
““ Heart upon Cranfloun: When I am gone, let
“ no one fet youagainft this Match.” To thefe
Jaft Words Mr, Blandy immediately made An{wer,
¢ It thall not be my Fault, if this does not take
«¢ place ; but they muft ftay, you know, tillthe un-
* happy Affair in Scotland is decded.” *¢ God blefs
*¢ you, reply’d fhe, and thank you for that Promile ;
“ God blefs you, Mr. Blandy, for all your Kind-
¢ nefles to me and my Girl. God grant that you
“ may both live long, that you may be a Blefling
“¢ o each other. Whatever little Unkindnefles may
* have pafied, I freely forgive yon. Now, if you
¢« pleafe to go down, Mr. Blandy, for my Spirits fail
“ me.” My Father thenkiffed her, and retired in
Tears, faying, as he went, ¢ The Doctor fhill may
“ think of fomething that may be of Service to
“ you.” At this fhe fmiled, and faid, ¢ Not with-
‘¢ out you can give me a new In-fide.” When my
Father was gone, my Mother took hold of my
Hand, drew me to her, and kifftd me. Taking
Notice that I had no Cloaths on, fhe ordered my
Maid to bring ’em down, and drefs me, This be-
ing done, fhe ordered her Servants out of the Room ;
and told me, * fhe had many Things, if her Strength

“ would
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“ would permit, to fay to me. Be fure then,” faid
the, * Molly, when I am gone, to remember the
 Leflons | have taught you, Be dutiful to your
¢ Father; and if you think I have been fometimes,
¢ a lictle hardly ufed, do not remember it in Wrath 3
¢ but defend my Charalter, if afperfed. Iowe fome
* more Money, Molly, God knows how you will
¢ getit paid. I with your Uncles would {tand your
“ Friends. If your Father fhould knoew it, 1 am
¢ only fearful for you. Indeed, my Dear, I never
“ f{pentitin Extravagancies, 1 wasin Hopes you
“ would have been married; Ithen would have
¢ told your Father all, as I could have come
“ to you till his Paffion had been over.”” On
my being drowned in Tears, fhe catched me in
her Arms, and cried, “ I leave the World with the
“ greateft Pleafure, only thee makes me forry to go.
“ Oh that I could but take you along with me!—
¢ But then.what would poor Cranffsun do? Be fure,
“ Child, you behave with Honour in that Affair ;
* don’t, either thro’ Intereft or Terror, violate the
* Promifes you have made.” To this I reply’d,
“ You may be fure, Madam, I never will. I will
“ do all I can to act as you would with your Daughter
% to do. Oh Mamma, you have been the beft of
% Mothers to me! How can I furvive you, and go
“ thro* all the Mileries I muft meet with after your
% Death, without a Friend to advife with on any
% Emergency or Occafion.”” < My Dear,” returned
the, « your Uncle Fobr, in Thmga you cannot {peak
% to your Papa abour, will help and advife you in
¢ the tendereft Maqner and you may repofe an
« abfolute Confidence in him.”
Snon after Mr. Stevens of Fewley came, and 1
“conducted him into my Mother’s Chamber, At his

Ap~
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Approach to her, he was fo overwhelared with Grief;:
that he could not, fpeak a Word. She took him by,
the Hand, and faid, < Iam glad .to fee you, my.
¢¢ dear Brother. Yﬂq muft help gc;t‘comf.ort your:
< poor/Niece, who will ttand in nm:d of your Afifts.
<« ance, Never forfake her, my dear Brother. All. |
¢ that gives me pai) J'nFDeath is the leaving of . her.
< behind me.”” Then turning tomey * Your Uncle:
« jfm:k my Dear,’. w;ll take care af you, and look:
““on you as his own,” - At which Mr. Stevens took,
hold of his Sifter’s and Niece’s Hands, . and, with
Tears, told ’em both he would, = Then turning a-
bout; he afked meif the Phyfician was not yet come 2
My Mother daid, “ They would.fend for him, but
< he could be of. no Service to her;” giving her
Brather at the fame ume fuch Reafons for her De«
{pondency as convinced him, that there were little
or no Hopes of her Recovery. He, found himfelf
{fo moved at this; that he was obliged to go down: -
Stairs,  and’retire, to, my Father and Mr, Henry Sn’u
wens, who were atjthat. Time both in the Parluurv
The Phyfician; Dr. Addington of Reading, foonar=
rived, and went directly to my Mother’s Room.
When he came in, fhe thewed him .the Inﬁamma-
tion and Swelling on her Bowels.. - He prefcribed.
her fome Phyfic, to be taken once in. every two
Hours, and :}rdered her to be blnoded immediately.:
Her Bowels alfo, according to his Diretion, were to.
be fomented and poalaced once incevery four Eours.
This Operation I took upon myfelf, and punctually

rformed it. I allo gave her every Medicine fhe
took till fhe was at the Point of Death, and I my-
felf was forced to be'carried out of ‘the Room in a.
Fit, -Dr. ﬁddrﬂgfﬂﬂ before he prefcribed any thing,
went with me out of the Room, and told me he was
afraid he could do nothing for her; repeating the

fame afterwards both to my Father and my two
Uncles. |
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~ Undles: Notwithftanding which, he thought fit to
~ order the above mentioned Poultices and Fomenta-
. tions; which, according to his Direction, were ap-
plied, tho’ without producing any good Effcét. In
fine, my dear Mother died Sept. 30, 1749, about
- Nine o’Clock at Night.

~ For fix Months preceding her Sicknefs, or there-
abouts, being the Interval between her laft Depar-
ture from London and the Time her Indifpofition
feized her, my Mother never faw Mr. Cranfloun ;
tho’ I conftantly, and even almoft every Poft, cor-
refponded with him. It muft here be obferved,
- that Lady Cranfioun had wrote to my Mother fome
Time before, to return her Thanks for the Civili-
ties her Son had received from her, Ie muft alfo
be remembered, that a little before my Motcher
- went laft to Town, I and my Father both received
Letters from Mifs Murray, figned N. Cranftoun, to
inform_us, that the was his lawful Wife. The De-
cree of the Court of Scotland in her Favour was f{ent
with thefe Letters. When [ received them, I car-
ried them to my Father. After he had read them,
Tatked him ¢¢ what I was to do.” —riis Anfwer was,
¢ 1 do not trouble my Head abou: it.””—Oa which
- I went to my Mother, and confulted with her about
- what was to be done ; and, by her Advice, wrote
to Mr. Craafloun, begging him, as he was a Man of
Honour, to let me know the Truth. At the fame
Time, I {ent him the Letters that came from Scoz-
land, and occafioned this Epiftle. In anfwer to this,
he faid, ¢ It was certainly her Hand ; but that the
¢ never was his Wife, nor had any Right to the
“ Name:” And, in order to gain Credit to bhis
Affercion, he made the ftrongeft Proteftations.
Before my Mother wrote laft to him, and that a
confiderable Time, he had fent me a folemn Con-

tract of Marriage, wherein he declared he never had
o ' C ' beel
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been married before, and ftiled me therein Mrs,
Cranftoun.  But to put an End to this Digreflion,
and proceed to what happened after my Mother’s
Death:

On the Day following 'her Deceafe, which was
Sunday, Mr. Stevens of Fawley was delired to write
Mr. Cranftoun Word of this forrowful Event;
which he did, I being incapable of either knowing
or doing any thing. Mors, Stevens, the Rev. Mr,
Stevens’s Wife, ftaid with me from Sefurday Nighr,
when my Mother died, till the Sunday Night fol-
lowing. Then Mrs, Mounteney, a Friend of my
late Mother’s, came to me, and ftaid with me fome
Time. My Mother, on her Death-bed, had begged
me not to oppole the Match between my Father and
this Mrs. Mounteney, if, after her Death, he dif-
covered an Inclination to marry her; as fhe was a
Woman of Honour, and would ufe me well for her
Sake. On the Tuefday following my Mother’s
Death, Mr. Cranfloun fent his Footman exprefs to
Henley, with Letters to me and my Father. When
my Father opened his Letrer and read it, the Tears
ran down his Cheeks, and he cried out, ¢ How ten-
derly does he write I’ Then he gave Mrs, Moun-
teney the Letter to read, who, after having read it,
faid 1t was as pretty a Letter as could have been
wrote on fuch an Occalion : ¢ He has loft a Friend
“ indeed, faid fhe, but I don’t doubr, fpeaking to
my Father, but you will make up her Lofs to
¢ them both.” Then my Father faid to me,
¢¢ Pray read your Letter to us.”” This I did, and
the Letter contained an earneft Defire, that if I
could not write myfelf, I would let his Footman fee
me, that he might know how I really was ; fince
he was almoft diltraCled for fear of my being ill
after fo great a Shock, He alfo begged me to re-
member, ¢ That there was one left ftill, who loved

1 & me
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¢ me as tenderly as my Mother could do, and
¢ whofe whole Happinefs in this World depended
"¢ upon my Life.”” My Father told me, tho® my
Mother was to be buried that Night, ¢ I muft write
¢ a Line to him, in order to eafe the poor Soul a$
¢ much as I couldy and let him know, that he was
¢ as welcome to my Father’s Houfe, whenever
¢ he would pleale to come, as he was before.” On
this 1 wrote to him, and fhewed the Letter to my
Father. The Footman fet out with 1t for Londos
the fame Night, or very early the next Morning.
Mr. Cranftoun not coming, down fo foon as was ex-
pected, my Father one Day, being alone with me,
feemed to exprefs himfelf as if he thought it wrong ;
Upon which I wrote a very prefling Letter to him,
- to come immediately to Henley. To this he in a
Letter replied, that he was not able to go out at that
Time for Debt, and was fearful if he fhould come,
the Bailiffs might follow him; his Fortune bring
feized in Scotland, for the Maintenance of Mils
Murray and her Child. The Debt that occafioned
this Perplexity, he faid, was near Fifteen Guineas.
I having borrowed Forty Pounds of Mrs. Mountener,
to pay off Part of my Mother’s Debts, fent him up
Fifteen Guineas out of this Sum3 on which he came
down to Henley, and ftaid fome Weeks with my
Father, who received him with great Marks of Af-
fection and Efteem. |

During this Interval, he acquainted me with che
areat Skill of the famous Mrs. Morgan, who had
defcribed me and my Father, tho’ the had never feen
us, in the moft perfett and furprizing Manner pof-
hible. He further acquainted me, that fhe had gi-
ven him fome Powders to take, which fhe cailed
Love-powders. Some Time atter this Converfa-
tion, my Father feemed much out of Humour, and

faid feveral unkind Things, both to Mr. Cranftoun
C 3 and
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and me. This induced Mr, Cranftoun, when alone
with me not long after, to fay, < I with I could give
«¢ your Father fome of the Love-powders.”” ¢ For
< what?” faid I. ¢ Becaufe, replied he, they
¢« would make him love me.” ¢ Are you weak
¢ enough, faid I, to think that there is fuch a
< Power in any Powders?” < Yes, I really do,
« replied he, for I took them myfelf, and forgave
¢ a Friend foon after; tho’ I never intended to
¢ have fpoke to him again.” This Subject was
dropped for fome Days, and no more faid of it: But
on my. Father’s being very much out of Humour
one Night, Mr. Cranfloun faid, < If T had any of
¢ thefe Powders, I would put them into fomething
¢ that Mr. Blandy thould drink.”” To which I an-
¢ fwered, ‘I am glad you have not, for I have
< no Faith in fuch 1hings.”” < ButI have,” re-
plied he.  Juft before he rcturned to London, he re-
ceived a dunning Letter. This was on a Sunday,
when my Father was at Charch. T perceiving him
to look dull, begged to know the Reafon, He faid
he muft leave me the next Day. On which 1 afked
him what could occafion fuch a fudden Departure ?
He then told me he had received a Letter, concern-
ing a Debt he owed, that he had no Money to pays
and that if he ftaid in Henley, the Bailiffs might
come down in queft of him thither: And you
know your Father’s Temper, faid he, if that fhould
happen. This induced me to defire a Sight of the
Letter ; which having perufed, 1 immediately gave
nim the Money he wanted on this Occafion, which
amounted to Fifteen Pounds, and was Part of the
Sum I had before borrowed of Mrs, Mounteney,
This, with the other Fifteen Pounds fent him from
Henley, made up Thirty of the Forty Pounds he
had formerly lent my Mother. As foon as he had
received this Money, he wrote a Letter to his Cre-

| | ditor
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ditot in London, informing him, that he would pay
him on a Day therein mentioned. A few Days
after this, he fer out for London, and kept up his
Correfpondence with me for feveral Months, not
returning to Henley till Auguff 1750. The Morn-
ing he left Henley, my Father parted with him wich
the greateft Tendernefs; yet the Moment he was
gon¢, he ufed me very cruelly on his Accounr,
‘This had fuch an Effet upon me, that it threw me
into Hyfteric Fits. His' Conduét for fome Time
was very uncertain ; fometimes extremely tender,
and at other Times the reverfe ; he on certain
Occalions faying very bitter and cruel Things to
me.

During this Interval, my Father received a Pre-
fent of fome dried Salmon from Lady Cranfloun in
Scotland, and a very civil Letter, which he did not
anfwer, tho’ he feemed pleafed with the Contents
of it. The firlt of Auguff 1750, as 1 apprehend,
Mr. Cranftoun wrote to my Father, that he would
wait upon him, and I carried the Letter up to bim,
he then being in his Bed-Chamber. After he had
opened and read it, he made no manner of anfwer.
I then afked him what Anfwer I fhould write. To
which he replied, ¢ He muft come, I fuppofe.”
On this [ wrote to him, giving him to underftand,
that I thould be glad to fee him. This produced
an Anfwer from him, wherein he told me, he
would be with e on the Monday following ; but
he came on Sunday, whiltt we were at dinner. My
Father received him with great Tendernefs feem-
ingly, and faid, ¢ He was forry he had not feen
“ Rim half an Hour fooner, for he was afraid the
“ Dinner was quite cold.” My Father after Din-
ner went to Church, and left Mr. Granflosin and me
together : After Church was over, my Father re-
turned, ‘drank Tea with us, and feemed to be in

(T C 3 perfect
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perfe¢t good Humour; and fo he remained for fe-
veral Weeks ; but afterwards changed fo much in his
Temper, that I feldom arofe from Table without
Tears. This gave Mr, Cranfloun great Pain ; o
that he one Time faid to me, *“ Why will you not
¢ permit me to give your Father fome of the
¢« Powders which I formerly mentioned ? If I was
¢ to give him them, continued he, they are quite
¢ innocent, and will do him no Harm, if they
¢ did not produce the defired Effet.’” He had
no fooner fpoke thele Words than my Father came
in 3 upon which a profound Silence enfued. Next
Morning I went into my Father’s Study, and found
him very much out of Humour : He had fpent the
Evening at the Coffee-houfe, as he frequently did,
and generally came Home in 2 bad Humour from
thence : I went from him into the Parlour, where
I found Mr. Cragfioun ; He infifted upon knowing
what was the Matter, I appearing to him to have
been lately in Tears : I told him the whole Affair,
He replied, ¢ I hate he fhould go to that Houfe,
¢“ he always comes Home from thence in a very
“ ill Homour.” I had made the Tea, and got
up to fetch fome Sugar, which was in a glafs Scru-
tore at the farther End of the Room ; and when
I rofe up, Mr. Cranfioyn faxd to me, * I will now
¢ put in fome of the Powder,—upon my Soul it
< will not hurt him.” My Father was in his
Study at the Time thefe Words were fpoken: [
made anlwer, * Don’t do it, Cranffoun ; it will
¢ make me unealy, and can do you no good.”
To this he replied, ¢ 1t can do no hurt, and there-
§¢ fore I will mix it”?  After I had got the Sugar,
I returned to the Tea-Table, and was going to
throw away the Tea, in which Mr. Cranftoun had
put fome of. the Powder; but my Father came
in that Moment, and prevented me from executing

my
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my Defign. My Father feemed very much out of
Humour all Breakfaft-time 3 and, foon after Break-
~ faft was over, retired to his Scudy. Mr. Cranfloun
and I then took a Waik. At Dinner my Father
appeared in the beft .of Humours, and continued
fo all the Time Mr. Cranfloun ftayed with him,
Mr. Cranftoun and I ufed to walk out every Day.
- On one of thofe Days, Mr. Cranfioun told me, he
had a Secret to impart to me, and begg’d me not
to be angry with him for it; adding, he knew I
had too much good Senfe to be fo. The Secret
in fhort was this : He had had a Daughter by one
Mifs Capel, a Year b-fore he knew me ; and, as he
pretended, all his Friends had infifted upon his
telling me of it. To this I replied, ¢ Your Fol-
€ Iies, Cranftoun, have been very great ; but I
¢ hope you fee them.” ¢ That I do, faid he,
¢ with Penitence and Shame.”” ¢ Then, Sir, re-
« plied I, T freely forgive you ; but never fhall,
“ if you repeat thefe Follies now after our Ac-
¢¢ quaintance.”” * If I do, faid he, I muft be a
¢¢ Villain ; you alone can make me happy in this
“ World; and, by following your Example, I
** hope I fhall be happy in the next.””  Mr. Cran-
Jtoun gave my Father the Powder in Augufp 1750,
and ftayed with him in Henley, as 1 believe, till
fome Day in the beginning of November, the fame
Year. A Day or Two after the preceding Dia-
logue, one Morning I got up, and afked my Maid,
¢ How Mr. Cranfloun did > Who anfwered, < He
 is gone out a walking, Madam.” Upon this,
I, as foon as I was dreft, went up into Mr. Cran-
ftoun’s Room, to look out his Linnen for my Maid
to mend. [ could not find it on the Table, where
it ufed to lie; and feeing a Key in his Trunk, I
opened it. The firft Thing I found there was, a
Lctttr from a Hand I Lot not, tho’ he ufed al-
C 4. ways
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ways to give me his Letters to open, and that un-
afked by me. This I opened to read, and found
it to come from a Woman he kept. Havmw read it,
I fhut the Trunk, locked it faft, and put “the Key
in my Pocke:.. The Letter I ]cfl: in the fame Place
where I found it. I then went down to. my Father
in his Study, and afked him to come to Breakfa&
He'faid, < No, not ti!l Cranfoun returns home ;’
on which I retired into the Parlour. A few Minutes
after, Mr. Cranftoun and Mr. Littleton, my Father’s
Clerk, both came in together,  We all of us then
went 1o Breakfaft. My Father faid to me, foon af-
ter we fat down, ¢ Yuu look very pale, Mbollys
<t what is the Matter with you?”* ¢ T am not ver
« well, Sir,” replied I. After we had breakfafted,
my Father and his Clerk went together out of the
Room. I then gave Mr. Cranfioun the Key of his,
Frunk, and bad him be more careful for the future,
and not leave his Letters fo much expofed. YAt
thefe Words he almoft fainted away, He got up,,
and retired to his Room immediately. I was going
to my own Room, when he called to me, and beg-
ged me, for God’s Sake, tocome to himy which I
inftantly did. = He then fell down on his Knees be-
fore me, and begged me, for God’s Sake, to forgive
him; if I was refolved to fee him no more. On
this, I told him I forgave him, but intreated him,
to make fome Excufe to leave Henley the next Day :
«¢ For I will not,” faid I, * expofe you, if I can,
¢t helpit; and our Afﬁlll’ may feem to go off by,
“ Degrees,” The laft Words, feemingly, fo con:
founded him, that he made me no Anfwer, but
threw himf{clf on the Bed, crying out, ¢ I am ruin-
“ed, I am ruined. Oh Molly, you never loved -
¢ me!” I then was upon the Point of going out
of the Room, without giving him any Anfwer.
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Upon which he got hold of my Gown, and fwore,

¢ He would not live till Night, if I did not forgive
“ him.” He bad me, * Remember my Mother’s

¢ Jaft dying Commands, and refle€t upon the Pain

< it would give his Mother.” He protefted, *¢ That

¢ he could never forgive himfelf, if I did ; and that

¢ he never would repeat the fame Provocations.”
He kept me then two Hours, before he could pre-
vail upon me to declare, that I would not break off
my Acquaintance with him. Mr. Cranffoun pre-

‘tended to be fick two or three Days upon this un-
luck Event ; but I cannot help thinking this now
to have been only a Delufion. Some Time after
this Mr. Cranfioun had a Letter from his Brother,
-the Lord Cranftoyn,to delire him to come iminediate-
ly to Scotland, in order to fettle fome of his own Af-
fairs there, and to {ee his Mother, the Liady Cran-
ftoun, who was then extremely 1ll. Upon the Arrwal
of this Letter, Mr. Cranfloun {aid to me, ¢ Good
¢ God, what fhali Ido! I have no Mouney to carry
¢ me thither, and all my Fortune 1s feized op, but
¢ my Half- Pay I” This made me very uneafy. He
then faid, ¢¢ He would part with his Watch, in or-
‘¢ der to enable him to raife a Sum fuﬂicmnt to de-
¢ fray the Expence ofi his Jqurney to Scatland.” 1
told him, °* I had no Money to give him, but
“ would freely make him a Prefent of my own
- ¢ Warch; as I could not bear to fee him without
. %¢ one.” Then I took a Picture of himfelf, which
he had fome Time before given me, off my Watch,
and freely made him a Prefent of it. Two Days

after this he departed for Scot/and, and Inever after-
wards faw him. He fet out about Six o’Clock 1n

the Morning. My Father got up early that Morn-

ing to take Leave of him before his Departure, at
‘at which he feem’d vaftly uneafy. He took him in
his
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his Arms, and faid, ¢ Ged blefs you, my dear Cran-
¢ floun, when you come next, I hope your unhappy
¢« Affair will he decided to our mutual Sartisfaéti-
‘¢ on.” To this Mr Cranfloun replied, ¢ Yes, Sir,
““I hope in my Favour; or if this fhould fail,
< that you fhould hear of my Death. Be tender
¢ to,” continued he, ¢ and comfort this poor
¢ Thing,” turning towards me, * whom I love
¢ better than myfelf.” Then my Father took Mr.
Cranftoun and myfelf in his Arms, and we all three
fhed Tears. This was a very moving Scene. My
Father afterwards went out of the Room, and'
fetched a Silver Dram-Bottle, holding near Half a
Pint, filled it with Rum, and made a Prefent nf
both to Mr. Cranftoun ; bidding him keep the Dram-
Bottle for his Sake, and drink the Liquor on the
Road ; affuring him, that if he found himfelf fick
or cold, the latter would prove a Cordial to him.
Mr. Cranftoun then got into the Poft-Chaife, and
took his Leave of Henley.

It will be proper to take Notice in this Place, by
way of Digreffion, of a very remarkable Event,
or rather Series of Events, that happened before
Mr. Cranftoun’s laft Departure for Scotland, One
Day whillt my Mother and I were laft in London,
we were talking of the Immortality of the Soul ;
and the Subjet we were then upan led us infen-
fibly to a Difcourfe of Apparitions; and that again
to a Promife we inade each other, that the firft of
us who died fhou!d appear to the Surviver, after
Df:ath, if permitted fo to do, My Mother dying
firt, in the Manner already r::]atf:d | fometimes
retired into the Room where fhe died, in Hopes of
feeing her.  Here I lay near Half a Year, earneft-
ly deliring to fe¢ my Mut ier, without being ablc
either to ft:t: or hf:ar any Thing, Afier this,

Fa-
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Father lay in that Room ; but for fome Time nei-
~ther faw nor heard any Thing. Afterwards, one
Night, he taxed me with being at his Chamber-
 Door, rapping at it, rufthing with my Silk-Gown,
and refuling to anlwer him when he called to me.

My Chamber was at a {mall Diftance from his, and
into it he came the next Morning ; demanding for
what Reafon I had fo frighted him. To this I
replied, ¢ I had never been at his Door, nor out
of my Bed the whole Night.” He then inquired
of all the Maids, who only lay in the Houfe,
‘whether any of them difturbed him ; to which they
all an[wered in the Negative. Soon after this, Mr.
Cranftoun came to Henley, as has been already ob-
ferved, and was put into a Room, called the Hall-
Chamber, over the great Parlour ;3 which was reck-
oned the beft in the Houfe, Here he was fhut out
from the reft of the Family. Till Ooter 1750,
above a Year after my Mother’s Death, no Noife
<at all was heard, excepting that at Mr. Blandy’s
Chamber-Door abovementioned, But one Morn-
ing in the beginning of that Month, Mr. Cranftoun
being in the Parlour, I afked him, ¢ What made
¢ him look fo pale, and to feem fo uneafy ?’> < F
%« have met, faid he, with the oddeft Accident this
¢ Night that ever befel me : The Moment I got
‘ into Bed, I heard the fineft Mufic that can pof-
¢ fibly be imagined. I fat up in my Bed upon
¢ this, to hear from whence it came ; and it feem-
“ ed to me to come from the Middle of the Stairs.
¢ It continued, as I believe, at leaft above Two
¢ Hours.”> At this I laughed, and faid, « Oh
¢ Cranftoun, how can you be fo whimfical 2** ¢ *T's
* no Whim, replied he, for I really heard it ; nor
 had I been afleep ; for it began foon after I got
f: 1ntQ Bed,” I then faid, ¢ Don’t make your-
ik ¢ felf



(=& )

« felf uneafy, if it was fo; fince nothing ill; fure,
“¢ can be prefaged by Mufic.”” When my Father'
came into the Parlour, this Topic of Converfation
was inftantly dropped. The next Night, I, who
lay quite at the other End of the Houfe, bﬂcinﬁ
awake, heard Mufic, that feemed to me to be in
the Yard, exceeding plainly. Upon this, I got!
up, and looked out of the Window that faced thé
Yard, but faw nothing, The Mufi¢, however, con-
tinued till near Morning, when I fell afleep, and
heard no more of 1t, My Mother’s Maid coming
into my Chamber, as uvfudl, to call me, I told her
what I heard. This drew from her the following
faucy Anfwer: ¢ You fee and hear, Madam, with
¢ Mr. Cranftou’s Eyes and Ears.” To which I
made no other Reply than, ¢« Go, and fend me my
« gwn Maid.” As foon as 1 was drefled, I wene
into Mr. Cranftoun’s Room, whom I found fitting!
therein by the Fire. 1 afked him, at my firft com-
ing into the Room, ¢ How he had {pent the Night,:
“ and’ whether he had heard the Mufic ?* To’
which he replied, < Yes, all Night long ; I could
“ not flecp a Wink for ity nay, I got out of my’
¢ Bed, and followed it into the great Parlour, wheré’
¢ it left me. I then returned into'my own Room;
¢¢ and heard fuch odd Noifes in the Parlour under’
“ me, as greatly difcompofed me.”” . I wilh]
¢¢ added he, you would fend me up a Bafon of
«« Tea.” TowhichIreplied, ¢ Pray come down,
¢t as you are now up ; for you know'my Papa 1§’
<« better tempered when you are by, than when I'
< am with him alone,”” We then both went down
to' Breakfaft, but faid nothing to my Fatlier of what'
had happened. . |

A litele while after this, Sufannab Guunel, my’
Mother’s Maid, who had before given me the im-*
pertinent Anfwer, came into my Bed- Chamber fbe-

oré
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fore I was up,  and told me fhe had heard the My-
fie. She alfo begged my Pardon for not believing
‘me, when I had formerly afferted the fame Thing.
Mr. Cranftoun, mylelf, and this Maid then talked
" all together about this furprizing Event, Mr, Cran-
Jtoun declared he had heard Noifes, as well as Mu-
fic, which the other two at that Time never had.
The Mufic generally began about Twelve o’Clack
at Night, My Father obliging the Family to be in
iﬂd_ about Eleven, I told the aforefaid Maid, who
was an old Servant in the Family, ¢ That the and
©1 would go together up into Mr. Cranffour’s
¢ Room at Twelve o’Clock, and uy if we could
¢ find out what thefe Noifes were.,” According to
Agreement, therefore, we went up into that Room
at the Hour propofed; and heard very clearly and
. moft diftinétly the Mufic. The Maid fel! afleep a-
bout Three o’Clock in the Morning ; but was {oon
waked with an uncommon Noife, heard both by
Mr. Cranfloun and myfelf. This Noife refembled
Thumping or Knocking at a Door, which greatly
terrified Mr.  Cranfloun, and the Maid. In leis .
than a Minute after this, we all three heard plainly
the Footfteeps of my Mother, as I then apprehend-
. ed, by which fhe feemed to be going down Stairs
towards the Kitchin-Door, which foon after feemed
to be opened. We all three fat filent, and heard
the fame invifible Being come up Stairs again. Upon
~ this, I took the Candle, they ftill Gring by the Fire,
and was going to.open the Chamber Door, faying,
¢ Sprely it muft be one of the Maids.”” Mr. Cran-
Jtoun obferving this, cried out, ¢ Perhaps it may be
¢ your Father, don’t let him fee you here.” Then he
took the Candle, opened the Door, and looked
" down the Stairs himfelf; but could perceive nothing
atall. Inlefs than three Minutes atter this, I faid,
“1I will now go into my Roem to Bed, being fa-

4 “ tigued
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¢ tigued and frighted almoft to Death.” T believe,
conunued I, ¢ it is near Four.” Thefe Words

were no fooner urtered than we all heard the former

Footfteps, as tho’ fome Pcrfon had been coming
directly to the Room where we were, but ftopped
fhort at the Door. Upon this I immediately catch-
ed up the Candle, went to the Door and open’d it ;
but faw nothing, tho’ I heard fomething plainly go
down the Stairs. Then I went to the Maid, who
was half alleep, and did not perfectly - hear the laft
Footfteps. But Mr. Cranflourn heard them, and
feemed greatly furprized. Then I bad the Maid
go with me inftantly to Bed, not being able to keep
up my Spirits any longer. Soon after this, Mr.
Cranftoun and I went up to Fawley, to pay a Vifit
to the Rev, Mr. Stevens; and whilft we were there,
I gave my Uncle an Account of this furprizing Af-

fair, But he laughed at me, and called me little

Fool, for my Pains. Then Mr. Cranfloun {aid,
¢ Sir, I myfelf heard it.” To which Mr. Stevens
made no other Reply than, ¢ Sir, I don’t doubt
you think you heard it; but don’t you believe
there is a great deal in Fancy? May it not be fome
Trick of the Servants > To whichI made anfwer,
“ No, Sir, that is impoffible ; fince if they could
make the Noife, they could not the Mufic.” Mr.
Stevens not giving much Credit to what we affirmed,
we immediately changed the Subjet of Difcourfe,
By this Time all the Servants that lay in the Houfe

had heard both the Mufic and Noife; and one |
Morning at Breakfa{t, Mr. Cranffoun ventured totell

my Father of the Mufic. At fuch a ftrange Re-
port, my Father ftared at him, and cried, ¢ Are
¢“you lhght-headed?” In anfwer to which Mr.,
Cranftoun reply’d, ¢ Your Daughter; Sir, hasheard
¢ the fame, and fo have all your Servants.” To
this my Lather, filing, returned, ¢ It was Scotch

¢ Mufic,
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¢ Mufic, I fuppole;’” and faid fome other Things
that fhewed he was not in a good Humour. Upon
which it was thought fit immediatély to drop the
Difcourle. |
Some few Days after this, on a Sunday in the
Afterncon, Mr. Cranfloun and 1 being alone in the
Parlour, Betty Binfield, the Cook-maid, came run-
ning into the Room, and faid, ¢ There is fuch a
¢« Noife in the Room over my Mafter’s Siudy, for
‘¢ God’s Sake come into the Yard and hearit.” But
when we came, we could hear nothing. However,
returning into the Parlour through the Hall, we
heard a Noife over our Heads, like that of fome
heavy Perfon walking. The Room over the Hall
was once my Mother’s Drefling-room, tho’ it then
had a Bed init: But, now it was my Drefling-room,
it had none at all. Hearing the Noife, we both
went up into the Room ; but then, norwithftand-
ing the late Noife, could fee nothing at all.  After
which, we went down and drank Tea with my Fa-
ther. |
About a Fortnight before Mr. Cranffoun’s laft De-
~ parture for Scotland, Sufannab Gunnel one Morning
going: into his Room with fome Vinegar and Water
to walh his Eyes, he afked her, * If ever her Mafter
*« walked in his Sleep 2 She replied, ¢ Not that
¢ fhe everknew of.”” ¢ Itis very odd, faid he, he
“_was in my Room To-night, dreffed with his white
 Stockings, his Coat on, and a Cap on his Head.
¢ 1 had never, continued he, been afleep, and the
¢¢ Clock had juft ftruck Two. I heard him walk
* up my Stairs, open the Door, and come into the
¢ Room: Upop which I moved my Curtain, and
¢ feeing him, I cried out, Aba! old Friend, what
¢ did you come to fright me ¢ 1 bave not been afleep
 fince I came to Bed, and beard you come up. But
¢ he went on, he would not an{wer me one Word.
& HDW'
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¢« However, he walked quite acrofs my Room, then
«¢ gurned back, and as he approached my Bed-fide,

¢ kiffed his Hand, bowed, and went out of the.

<« Room: Then I heard him go down Stairs,
<« Jr was certainly, continued he, your Mafter,
« {leeping or waking; but which, I cannot tell.”
Sufan, greatly furprized at this Story, then came
ranning down to me, who was getting up, and told
me what Mr. Cranfloun had faid. To this I made
no Anfwer, but went up immediately into his
Room, and afked him what he meant by this Story
Sufan had told me. In anfwer to which, he repeat-
ed the fame Story, and declared it to be true in
every Particular. He then faid, ¢ He fuppofed Mr.
“ Blandy came to fee whether he was in Bed or no.”
When he went down to Breakfaft, he afked my Fa-
ther, ¢ What made him fright him fo laft Night *?

My Father being furprized at this, and ftaring on

him, afked him, ¢ What he meant?”? Mr. Craxs
Jhoun then told the fame Story over again, To which
my Father replied, ¢ It muft have been a Dream,
“ for I went to Bed at Eleven o’Clock, and did not
¢ rife out of it till Seven this Morning., Befides, I
¢ could not -have appeared in my Coat, as you pre-
“¢ tend, fince the Maid had it to put a Button upon
“ 1t.”" My Father did not feem pleafed with the
Difcourfe 3 which induced me to put an End to it as
foon as pofiible. The furprizing Fa@s here men-
tioned, of the Reality of which 1 cannot entertain
the leaft Doubt, made a deep and latting Impreflion
upon my Mind. Since, therefore, in my Opinion,
they were too flightly touched upon at my Trial,
notwithftanding the Incredulity of the prefent Age as
to Fadls of this Nature, I could by no Means think

1timproper to give [o particular and diftin@& a Re-

. latien of them here.
, Mr.
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Mr. Cranftonn, foon after this, taking his.Leave
of Henley, {et out for Scotland, as has becn already
obferved. A Day or two after his Departure, Mr.
Cranficun wrote me a letter on the Road, whercin
he begged me to make acceptable to my Father his
mo(t grateful Acknowledgements for his Jate Good-
nefs ta him. ¢ This, he faid, had made fuch an
¢¢ Impreflion upon him, that he never thould for-
“ get it as long as he lived 5 and that he fhould al-
“ ways enteriain the fame tender Sentiments for
¢ him as for his Father, the late Lord Cranfloun
himfelf, had he been then alive.”” In the fame
 Letter, he alfo defired me to permit my Letters to

be direted by fome body who wrote a more mafcu-
line Hand than mine ; fince otherwife they might
be intercepted by fome one or other of Mils Murray’s
- Family, as they were jealous of the Affair carried on
between us two. He likewife therein infifted upon
my fubfcribing myfelf M. C. inftead of M. B. tho’
he did not difcover to me the real View he had
therein.  Soon after he arrived at his Mother’s, he
wrote me another Letter, wherein he informed me,
that he told his Mother we were married, and had
been {o for fome Time; and that fhe would write to
me, as her Daughter, by the very next Poft, This
fhe did 5 and her Letter came accompanied with one
from her Son, wherein he defired me, if I loved
him, to an{wer his Mother’s by the Rerturn of the
Poft, and {ign myfelf Mary Cranftoun at length, as
I knew before God 1 was, by a folemn Contra&, in-
titled to that Name.  This, he pretended, would
make his Mother fiir more in the Scorch Affair.  On
the Suppofition that I was her Daughter, fhe wrote
many tender Leiters to me, always direCting to me
. by the Name ot Mary Cranfloun, and fent me fome
very handfome Prefents of Scoreh Linen, He alfo
obliged his eldelt Sifter, Mrs. Selby, and her Huf-
D band,

-
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band, to write to me as their Sifter.  Lady Cranffoun
likewile wrote to my Father in a very complaifant
Style, thanking him for the Civilities he had fhewn
her Son; and hinting, that fhe hoped it would be in
her Power to return them to me, when the theuld
have the Pleafure of feeing me in Scotland, which fhe
begged might be foon. Lord Cranfioun, his Bro-
ther, alfo wrote to my Father, and returned him _
Thanks in the fame polite Manner. ~During this
whole Period, my Father’s Behaviour to me was -
very uncertain; but always good after he had re-
ceived any of thele Letters. In a few Months, how-
ever, after Mr. Cranftoun’s Departure, my Father’s
Temper was much altered for the worfe. He up-
braided me with having rejefted much better Offers
than any that had come from Scotland ; and at laft
ordered me to write to Mr. Cranfloun not to return
to Henley, till his Affair with Mifs Murray was quite
decided. - 1 complied with this Order, writing to
him in the Terms preferibed me, To this I re-
ceived an Anfwer full of Tendernefs, Grief, and
Defpair. He faid, ¢ He found my Father loved
*¢ him no longer, and was afraid he would infpire

me with the fame Sentiments. He faw, he faid,
a Coolnefs throughout my whole Letter; but con-
¢ jured me to remember the facred Promifes and
*“ Engagements that had paffed between us.” Af-
ter this, I received feveral other Letters from him,
filled with the fame fort of Expoltulations, and penned
in the fame defponding and difconfolate Seraip. I like-
wile received feveral Letters from his Mother, the
old Lady Cranflonn, and Mrs, Selby, his Sifter,
wrate in-a moft affectionate Style.

In April, or the Beginning of May, 1751, as1
apprehend, T had another Letter from Mr. Cranffoun,
wherein he acquainted me, that he had feen his old
Friend, Mrs. Morgar; and that if he could pro-
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cure any more of her Powder, he would fend it
with the Scoich Pebbles he intended to make me a
Prefeat of. lo anfwer to this, I told him, ¢ I was
¢¢ furprized that a Man of his Senfe could believe
¢ fuch Efficacy to be lodged in any Powder what-
“ foever; and that I would not give it my Father,
¢¢ left it fhould impair his Health.” To this, in
his next Letter, he replied, * That he was ex-
‘¢ tremely furprized I fhould believe he would fend
*“ any. Thing that might prove prejudicial to my
¢ Father, when his own Intereft was fo apparently
¢¢. concerned in his Prefervation.” 1rtook this as re-
ferring to & Converfation we had ‘had a little before
he fet out for Scotiand 3 wherein I told him, < I was
t¢ fure my Father was not a Man of a very confi-
¢¢ derable Fortune ; butthat if he lived, I was per-
¢ fuaded he would provide very handfomely for us
¢ and ours, as he lived fo retired, and his Bufinefs
« was every Day increafing.” So far was [ from
imagining, that I thould be a Gainer by my Father’s
Death, as has been fo malicioufly and uncharitably
fuggefted! Mr. Cranfloun alfo feemed moft cordially
and fincerely to join with me in the fame Notion.
Soon after this, 1n another Letter. he informed me,
¢ That fome of the aforefaid Powder fhould be
¢ fent with the Scofch Pebbles he intended me; and
that he fhould write upon the Paper in which the
“« Powder was contained, Powder to ciean Scotch
s Pebbles, left, if he gave it its true Name, the
Box fhould be opened, and he be laughed at by
the Perfon opening it, and taken for a fuperfti-
¢¢ tious Fool, as he had been by me before.” In
Fune 1751, the Box with the Powder and Pebbles
arrived at Henley, and a Letter came to me the nexe
Day, wherein he ordered me to mix the Powder 1n
Tea. This fome Mornings after I did; but find-
ing that it would not mix well with Tea, 1 flung the
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Liquor into which it had becn thrown out of the
Wirdow. 1 farther declare, that looking into the
Cup, I faw nothing adhere to the Sides of 1t nor
was fuch an Adbeficn probable, as the Powder {wam
cn the Top of the Liquor. My Father drank two
Cups of Tea out of that Cup, before I threw the
Powder into it: Nor did be drink any more out of
it that Morning, it being Sunday, and he fearing to
drink a third Cup, lcft he fhould be too late for
Church. It has been faid by Safen Gunnel, at my
Trial, that fhe drank out of the aforefaid Cup, and
was very il afier it.  In anfwer to which, I muft
beg Leave to obferve, that the never before would
drink out of any other Cup, than one which fhe
called her own, different from chis, and which 1
drank out of on that and moft other Morni gs.
I. has been farther faid, that Dame Emmet, a
Chairwoman, was likewife hurt by drinking Tea
at my Father’s Houfe:  Be plealed to  re-
member, Reader, that I mixed it bue in one Cup,
and then threw it away,  Swfan faid, fhe drank out
of the Cup and was ill, what then could hurt this
Woman, who to my Knowledge was not at our
Houfe that Day? Mr. Nicholas, an Apothecary,
attended this old Woman in the firft Sicknefs they
talk of, which, by Sufan, I underftood was a Weak-
pefs common to her, wiz. faining Fits and Purg-
ing ; and 1 know, thar the had had fainting Fits
maoy limes before. . When I heard fhe was ili, 1
ordered Sufan to {end her Whey, Broth, or any
Thing that fhe thought would be proper for her.
She had ‘ong ferved the Family, woud joke and di-
vert me, and 1 loved her exiremely, . Nor can my
Enemies themfelves (let them paint me how they
pleate) deny, that from my Heart I pitied the Poor,
I never feit more Pleafure, than when [ fed the
Hungry, cloathed the Naked, and fupplied the

Wants
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Wants of thofe in Diftrefs. Had God blefled me
with a more plentiful Fortune, I fhould have exert-
ed myfclf in this more; and I flatter myfelf, that
the Poor and Indigent of our Town will do me-
Juftice i1n this Particular, and own that I was not
wanting in my Duty towards them. But to pro-
ceed in my Account: I would not fix on any other
Chairwoman; and Szfan faid, that Dame Emmet
would, fhe thoughr, by my Goodnefs, flon get
Strength to work again. I rold her, was it ever {o
long 1 would ftay for her. I mixed the Powder, as
was [aid before, on the Sunday, and on the Tue/day
wrote to Mr. Cranfloun, that it would not mix in
Tea, and that I would not try it any more, left
my Father thould Gnd ic our.  This has beenbrought
againft me by many: But let any one mnﬁder, if
the Difcovery of fuch a Procedure as this, would
not have excited Anger, and confequently have been
followed by Refentment in my Father., This might
have occafioned a total Separation of me from Mr.
Cranftoun, a Thing I at that Time drecaded more
than even Death itlclf. In anfwer to this Lertter, I
had one from him to affure me the Powder was in-
nocent, and to beg I would give it in Gruel, or
fomething thicker than Tea. Many more Letiers to
the fame Effect 1 received, before T would give it
again; but moft fatally, on the sth of Auguft, 1
gave it to my poor Father, innocent of the Effects it
afterwards produced, God knows; not (o ftupid as
to believe it would have that defired, to make him
kind to us; but in Obedience to Mr. Cranfloun,
who ever feemed fuperftitious to the luft Degree,
and had, as I thought, and have declared before,
all the jult Notions of the Necellity of my Father’s
Life for him, me, and ours. On the Monday the
sth, as has been Eatd I mixed the Powder in his
Gruf.] and at Night it was in a half-pint Mug, fe,;
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ready for him to carry to Bed with him. It had
no Tafte.—The next Morning, as he had done at
Dinner the Day before, he complained of a Pain in
his Stomach, and the Heart-burn ; which he ever
did before he had the Gravel. 1 fent for Mr. Nor-
ton at Eleven o’Clock in the Forenoon, who faid,
that a littdde Phyfick would be right for my Father
to take on Wednefday. At Night he ordered fome
Water-gruel for his Supper, which his Footman
went for.  When it came, my Father faid, tafte it
Molly, has it not an odd Tafte? I tafted it, but
found no Tafte different from what is to be found
in all good Water-gruel.  After this he went up to
Bed, and my Father found himfelf fick, and reached 3
after which he faid he was better, and I went up to
- Bed,  Sufen gave him his Phyfick in the Morning,
and I went into his Bed-chamber about Eight
0’Clock 3 then I found him charming well.  Sufan
fays, that on my Father’s wanting Gruel on the
Wednefday, 1 faid, as they were bufy at ironing,
they might give him fome of the fame he had be-
tore. 1 donot remember thisy; bucif I did, it was
unpoffible I thould know, that the Gruel he had on
Tuefdey was the fame he had on Monday ; as that he
drank on Monday was made on Saturday or Sunday,
1 believe on Sarurday Night; much lefs imagine,
that fhe whoever made it, and managed it as fhe
plﬂaicd_s would pretend to keep fuch ftale Gruel
for her Mafler. Thurfday and Fridsy he came
down Stairs. 1 often atked Mr., Norton, < 1f he
¢ thought him in Danger ;+ If he did, I would
¢¢ lend for Dr. Addingion.”  On Saturday Mr. Nor-
fon_told me, * he thought my Father in Danger.
I faid, T would fend for the Dofors” but
he replied, " ¢ T had better afk my Father’s Leave.”
i bid him fpeak to my Father about it, which he
did ; but my Father replied, * Stay till to To-mor-
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¢ row, and if Iam not better then, fend for him.”’
As foon as 1 was told this, I faid, ¢ That would
¢ not fatisfy me 3 1 would fend immediately, which
«“ Idid; and Mr. Norton the Apothecary attefted
¢¢ this in Court.” On the fame Night, being Sa-
¢urday, the Doctor came. I believe it was near Twelve
o’Clock. He faw my Father, and wrote for him:
He did not then apprehend his Cafe to be defperate.
I have been by this Gentleman blamed, for not
telling then what I had given my Father. I was in
Hopes that he would have lived, and that my Fol-
ly would never have been kpnown': In order the
more effectually to conceal which, the Remainder
of the Powder I had, the 77ednefday before, thrown
away, and burnt Mr. Cranfloun’s Letter: So I had
nothing to evince the Innocence of my Intention,
and was moreover frightened out of my Wits,
et the good-natured Part of the World put them-
felves in my Place, and then condemn me if they
can for this. On Sunday my Father faid, ¢ He was
< better ;” but found himfelf obliged to keep his
Bed that Day. Mr, Blandy, of Kingfion, a Rela-
tion of ours, came to vilit us, ftayed with me to
breakfaft, and then went to Church with Mr, Liztle-
ton, my Father’s Clerk. I went, after they were
gone, to my Father, and found him feemingly in-
- clined to fleep; fo left him, retired into the Par-
lour, and wrote to Mr, Cranfioun, as I did almoft
every Poft. Ihad, on the Friday before, a Letter
from him 3 wherein fome Secrets of his Family
were difclofed. As I wrote in a hurry, I only ad-
vifed him -to take care what he wrote ; which, as
my unhappy Affairs turned our, my Enemies drefled -
up greatly to my Difadvantage at my Tryal. 1
gave this Letter, as 1 did all of them, to Mr.
Littleton to direét, who opened it, carried it to a
Friend of his for Advice on the Occalion, and con-
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veyed it to a French Uther 5 who, by the Help of
it, publithed a Pamphlet intitled, Thke Life of Mifs
Mary Blandy. On Sunday in the Afterncon, Mrs.
Mounteny and her Sitler came 1o fee my Father;
who told them, ¢ He hoped he fhould foon be
¢« able to meet them in his Parlour 3 fince he thought
¢« himfelf better then,”” Sufan was to (it vp with
her Mufter that Night, The  Rev. Mr. Stockwood,
Reétor of the Parilh, came in the Evening to vifit
him ; the Apothecary was there likewife 3 and he
defired the Room might be quite hill 3 fo that only
Sufan, the old Maid, was to be with him. After
this I went up to my Father’s Bed-fide ; upon
- which he took me in his Arms and kifled me : 1
went out of the Room with Mr, Stockweod and Mr.
Norton, the Apothecary, almoft dead, and begg’'d
of the latter tQ tell me if he thought my Father
ftill in Danger. He faid ¢ he was better, and
¢ hoped he would ftill mend. To-morrow, faid
¢ he, we fhall judge bétter, and you will hear what
“ Dr. Addingion will fay.”? While Mr. Stockwood
ftayed, Mr. Littleton and Beltv, my Father’s Cook-
maid, behaved tolerably well ; but as foon as he
was gone, they altered their Conduct : However,
upon Mr. Narton’s fpeaking to him, Mr. Lirtleton
brcame much more civil; and Berty followed his
Example. I took a Candle, and went up into my
own Room 3 but in the Way I liftened at my Fa-
ther’s Door, and found every thing fill there:
T s induced me to hope that he was afleep. On
Monday Mornieg, 1 went to his Door, in order to
go'in: His Tendernefs would not lec me ftay up a-
Nights 3 bet I was feldom from him ia the Day-
ome, [ was deprived Accels to him 3 which fo fug-
prifed and frightencd me, that I cried onr, *« What,
* not fee my Father 1’ Upon which, 1 heard him
reply, ¢ My dear Polly, you {hall prefently 37 and
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fome time after I did. This Scene was inexpreflibly
~moviag, The mutual Love, Sorrow, and Grief,
- that then appeared, are truly deferibed by Sufannab
" Gunnel 5 tho’, poor Soul, fhe is much miftaken in
many other Refpets. I was, as foon as Dr. 4d-
dington came, by his Orders, confined to my own
Room ; and not fuffered to go near my Father, or
~ even fo much as to liften at his Door : All the Com-
" fort I then could have had, would have been to
know whether he flept or no; but this was likewife
refulfed me. A Man was put into my Room Night
and Day ; no Woman fuffer’d to attend me. My
Garters, Keys, and Letters were taken away from
me, by Dr. Addington himfelf. Dr. Lewis, who it
{cems was called in, was at this Time with him
_ but he behaved perfectly like a Gentleman to me,
During this Confinement I had hardly any Thing to
eat or drink : and once I ftaid from five in the Af-
ternoon till the fame hour the next Day without any
Suftenance at all, as the Man with me can wiinefs,
except a fingle Difh of Tea; which, I believe, I
owed to the Humanity of Dr, Lewis. 1 had fre-
quently very bad Fits, and my Head was never quite
~ clear; yet I was fenfible the Perfon who gave thefe
Orders had no Right to confine me, in fuch a man-
ner. But I bore it patiently, as my Room was very
near my Father’s, and 1 was fearful of difturbing him.
Dr. Addingtom and Dr, Lewis then came into my
Room, and told me ¢ Nothing could fave my dear
Father.”” For fome Time, 1 far like an Image
and then told them, that I had given him fome
Powders, which I received from Cranfloun, and fear-
ed they might have hurt him, tho’ that Villain al
fured me they were of a very innocent Nature, At
my Tral, it appeared, that Dr. Addington had wrote
down the Queftions he put to me, but nooe of my
Anlwers to them.  The Judge afked him the Reafm}_

0
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of this, He faid, * They were not f{atisfattory to
¢ him,” To which his Lordfhip replied, ¢ They
¢ might have been fo tothe Court.”” The Queftions
were thefe, Why I did not fend for him fooner ?
In Anf{wer to which, I told him, that Idid fend for
him as foon as they would let me know that my
Father was in the leaft Danger. And that even at
latt 1 {fenc for: him agamit my Father’s Confent.

This, I added, he could not but know, by what
my Father faid, when he firft came on Saturday

Night into his Room. The next Queftion was,
why I did not take fome of the Powders myfelf, if
I thought them fo innocent?  To this I an{wered, I
never was defired by Mr. Cranffozn to take them
and that if they could preduce {uch an Effect as was
afcribed to them, I was fure 1had noneed of them;
but that had he defired this, I thould moft certainly
have done it. It is impofiible to repeat half the
Miferies I went thro’, unknown, I am fure, to my
poor Father. The Man that was {et over me as my
Guard had been anold Servant in the Family : which
I at firft thought was done out of Kindnefs; but
am now convinced it was not. When Dr. Adding-
ton was afked, < If I exprefs’d a Defire to preferve
¢¢ my Father’s Late, and on this Account defired
¢ him to come again the next Day,” and do all he
¢ could tofave him;” he faid, **I1did,” He then
was afked his Sentiments of that Matter 3 to which
he replied, ¢ She {cemed to me more concerned for
¢¢ the Confequences to herfelf than to her Father.”
However, the Doftor owned that my Behaviour
fhewed me to be anxious for my poor Father’s Life,
Could I paint the reftlefs Nights and Days I went
through, the Prayers I made to God to take me
and fpare my Father, whofe Death alone, unattend-
ed with other Misfortunes, would have greatly
~ fhocked me, the Heart of every Pcrfon who has
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v Bowels at all would undoubtedly bieed for me.
hat is here advanced, the Man that attended me
hows to be true alfo, who cannot be fufpected of
hrrialicy.  Sufan Gunnel can atieft the fame.  She
blerved at this- JunGure feveral Inftances between
{ both of . filial Duty and paternal Affection.
t}n I ednefday, about Two o’Clock in the After-
bon, by my Father’s Death, 1 was left one of the
loft wretched Orphans that ever lived. Not only
Idifferent and difpafiionate Perfons, but even fome
| the moft cruel of mine Enemies themfelves, feem
have had at lealt fome {mall Compaffion for me.
on after my Father’s Death I-had all his Keys, ex-
pt that of his Siudy, which I had before committed
) the Care of the Rev. Mr. Stevens of Fawley, my
kar unhappy Uncle, delivered to me. This Gentle-
fan and another of my Uncles vifited me that fa-
| Afternoon.  This occafioned fuch a moving
kene, as is impoflible for any human Pen to de-
fribe.  After their Departure, I walked like a fran-
c diftraéted Perfon. Mr. Skinner, a Schoolmafter
k Henley, who came to fee me, as I have been fince
iformed, declared that he did not take me to be in
y Senfes. So that no Strefs ought to be laid on .
y Part of my Conduct at this Time. Nor will
is at all {furprize the candid Reader, if he will but
ifpaflionately confider the whole Cale, and put him-
Elf in my Place. I had loft mine only Parent, whofe
intimely Death was then imputed to me. Tho’ [
ad no Intention to hurt him, and confequently in
at refpet was innocent; yet there was great Rea-
on to fzar, that I had been made the facal Inftru-
ent of his Death,—and that by hitening to the
vlan'l loved above all others,and even better than Life
felf. . I had depended -upon his, ‘as I imagined,
perior Honour ; but found myfelf: deceived and
leluded by him, The People about me were ap-
T e prized,
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prized; that I entertained, and not without juft

fon, a very bad Opinion of them ; which could
but infpire them with vindi€tive Sentiments, and’
firm Refolution to hurt me, if ever they had it
their Power. My Cook-maid was more infla
agiinft me than any uf the reft ; and yet, for ve
good Reafons, I was abfolurely obliged to keep h
My Mother’s Muid was difagreeable to me; b
yet, onaccount of Money due to her, which 1 cou:
not pay, it was not then in my Power to difmifs he?
But this moft melancholy Subjeét I fhall not noy
chufe any farther to expatiate upon. 1 have brough
down the preceding Narrative to my Fathei’s Deatl
where I at firftintended it thould end. Belides, I haw
now not many Days to live, and Matters of infinite
ly greater Moment to think upon. May God for
give me my Follies, and my Fnemies [hﬂlt‘S' Ma
he likewife take my poor Soul into his Proteior
and receive me to Mercy, through the Merits of m
Mediator and Redeemer, :}’ﬁfm Chrift, who died" t
fave Sinners! © Amen. .
The foregoing Narrative, which I moft earnef

defire may be publithed, was partly di&tated a
partly wrote by me, whillt under Sentence of Dtatﬂ
and s {trictly agreeable to Truth in every Particulal
Witnefs my Hand,

MARY BLANDY.

Signed by Mifs Mary Blandy, in
the Caftle ac Oxford, April 4,
1752, in Prefence of two Cler-

gymen, Members of the Uni-
verfity of Oxford.
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> Sentiments contained in the following Letter,
fobich was fent to Mifs Blandy foon after her Con-
Wiction, feeming to flow from a noble and generous
iDi/pofition, the Reader will not be difpleafed to find
¢ mferted bere.

'R LT R R ok
fadam,
HO’ I never had, what muft once have been
a Pleafure, the Fortune to fee you, your la-
fintable Cafc affe¢ts me fo much, that I can no
figer refilt an Inclination to write to you, which
#§ haunted me ever fince that folemn Day whofe
frrors you encountered with fuch amazing De-
dcy. I believe this Impuife would appear fo ro-
dntick to the Generality of Mankind, that I
juld hardly chufe to own it to my mofk intimate
lend. But I dare fay you have often wept at
refs in a Tragedy or Novel, where, perhaps,
#ry thing was fictitious—much more may I at
ir too real Tragedy.
{l thould think any Trouble well repaid, could I
feribute, were it ever fo little, to your Confola-
' 15 and it is with that View I take the Liberty
making this Addrefs o you. If the lictle I
Fe to fay, inftead of giving you any Comfort,
duld only ferve to teize you, I fhall be extremely
ky for ir, but hope you will pardon it to the
hdnefs of my Intention. I am not fo imperti-
it or prefumptoous, as to offer to intrude upon
Province of thofe pious Men, who, I hope,
it nothing in their Way to alleviate your Grief.
t I imagine it cannot be quite an indifferent
air t0 a Woman of your geod Senfe and Spirie,
to
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to know what the World thinks of you.
Crime you have moft fatally been betrayed into
Bady can pretend to juftify ; but all the fenfi
People of my Acquaintance, and from them I jud:
of the reft, are difpofed to extenuate it as much
poffible, as far as yourfelf has been concerned in
They are fen{ible that it muft have been owing:
the Operation of violent Caufes upon the Wea
nefs of Human Nature, that you could ever
part fo much from the whole Tenor of your form
Behaviour 5 and juftly lay the great Burden of &
Offence upon ‘an execrable Man whom I am foul
to find my Countryman; and who I devoutly wiz
had met the Fate he deferves before you had t
Misfortune to be feen by him. For my own Pa
I am, perhaps, as apt to ftartle at a fhocking this
as moft People : But your amiable Character, tha
fine Qualities and Accomplithments which made y
an Ornament to your Sex, and'the Dignity ai
Good-breeding of your Behaviour, make me cc
fider the Misforture you have been feduced into
the moft deplorable Event that has happened
my Time; and after fuch an Inftance all thofe w
have any Paffion in them ought to tremble f
themielves, 1 cannot bewail'your untimely leavi
this World, if ivwas more engaging than it is; f
alas! Madam, after what has happened, I think!
impofiible you fhould ever have much Relith
Lite : But I comfort myfelf” with the Thought tk
you will be happy in a World where our Paffio
fhall be unateended with. Pain, and where,:I' hop
the only bad thing you probably ever did in yo
Life will be forgiven. I amy, with the utmoft: Sy :
pathy and Regu‘c‘ Madam, LS

Your wﬁ‘ bearty Well: w:;r?:gr, ﬂrri oéfdfem S&’?‘ van

London March 14th.
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. The following Letter is [o remarkable, that the Rea-

der will not expedt from the Editor any Apology for
- its Publication. .

LETTER .IL

HIS is to infoerm you, that a Man belonging to
the Herald’s Office, in your Neighbourhood,
whofe Name I have forgot, and a Woman he calls
his Wife, whofe Charatter you may know on En-
?mry, are fet out this Morning for Oxford, to {wear

omething very extraordinary againft your Niece,
- Mifs Blandy, &c.

This Couple had Lodgings lat Summer at Hen-
ley, and brought the late Mr. Blandy’s Cook-maid
with them to London 3 where fhe hath been from
Time to Time vifited by her Fellow Servant, the
Clerk, and frequent Confultations hath been held
amongft them, even to the raifing Sufpicions of a
Confederacy.

Thefe Hints given to her Council may perhaps

produce a Difcovery to her Service, which I fincerely
with, .

Your humble Servant,

Friday the 2 8th of M FUSTICE.
February, 1952. :
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The menacing Leiter inferted bere was fent to Dr.
Lewis of Oxford, and is fuppofed to come from
Cranftoun; the Cypher at the Bottom containing
W.H. C. the three initial Letters of William
Henry Cranftoun, bis Name.

LET.TER I
TI—IE Depofitions you caufed to be publithed in

the News-papers, concerning the unfortunate
Mifs B ’s giving her Father the Powder, &.
fhall coft you your Life the fir{t Opportunity 3 and
therefore like a perjured Villain prepare for Death,

&Jc.

Yours, (¢,
W. HeC.

| 5th Now. 1751.

Received by Dr. Lewis the 23d of November.
Saturday.
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LET TER: IV

Carmarthen, Mar. 15, 1752.
Madam,

I Did not in the leaft purpofe, when I fent you that
of the rg5th Inftant, to give you any further
Trouble in this Kind. The Concern I exprefled in
my laft for your Welfare, eternal Welfare ; and my
dlﬁntﬁrcihd View of promoting it, will, I hope,
prevail with you to pardon this Qﬁim::ui’m& I
give you Leave to judge of my Conduct herein as
you think fit: Provided I may by this means con-
tribute any thing to the Publ&c Good, or promota
your everlafting lotercit, my Ead is fully anfwered,
It is from this very Morive that I give you this fur-
ther Trouble. Yer as I haye no Confiderations fo
offir, that appear to me more fuitable than what I
have already fent you, I (hall hire only pray, that
their Weight and Influence upon your Mind, that
your Candour and Serioufnefs in perufing them,
may be equal to the fincere Wifhes and honeft In-
tention of your unknown Friend. But to proceed
to the Delign of this Letter: It is with regard to
the inclofed, which I purpofed putring in one of the
public Papers afier your Deceale ; but, upon fecond
Thoughts, judge it more fuitable to be publifhed
(if it be thought worthy of 1) among the Papers
-you leave for the Prefs. As I have confidered your
Cafe with more than ordinary Attention, and with
great Concern lamented your unhappy ‘lppmachmﬂ'
Fate, I have endeavoured to aflign the Caufe of fuch
Evils; ;in order that Parents and Children may take
it to mature Confideration, and, by removing it,
L [ra-
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prevent the melancholy Effe@ts that refult from it,
What is there faid, is neither: with, a View to ex-
tenuate your Crime, nor yet to condemn you or the
reft of your Sex; but in order (if peffible) to ftem
the rapid Torrent of lniquity that threatens to over-
flow our whole Country, to the Extinttion of Hu-
manity, and an utter Reproach to the Chriftian
Name. I am, as before,

Your hearty Well-wifher,
A CLERGYMAN.

——— Principiis obfta— Ovip.

O Method is more effeCtual to the avoiding

Vice, together with its black Train of Attend-
ants, than matare Precaution. The Neglect of this
has often betrayed Men to Evils of the moft dan-
gerous Confequences, without leaving either Hope'
or Poffibility of ever removing them. Nothing bat
the Want of this would have provoked the late
Mifs B—dy to the Perpetration of fo horrid a Crime
s that of Parricide.  This lay her firlt open to the
bafe Artifices of her infidious Seducer, 'and after-
wards tempted her to the Commiffion ‘of the moft’
execrable Fa&t, for which the defervedly fuffered an
ignominious Death. The' Circumftances' are too
well Known to need mentioning them. © =

Tantene animis ceieffibis ire'?

~Withdut dwelling upon  the Heinoufnefs of this
Crimie,” which comprenends ‘in it at leaft the worft
Efl':‘-'_tlfj of Murdetr, " the higheft 1Jeeree’ of "Wndutiful- 1
nefs the' dio% horrid In'gr:rtim;fc, I fhall’ confider
Twst, whith appears to'me the chief Catfe, the ufu-
55 S . 4
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al Source of fuch impious Facts: and this is no

other than the great Defe@, or wrong Judgment of

Parents in their Children’s l"duta 1on.

What is the ufual Fnd propofed in the Inftruction’

of young Women of fuperior Rank? (for I fhall
confine my Obfcrvations to that Parr of [ht‘. Sex.) It
15, in a Word, to make them fine Ladies; chat is,

to bring them acquainted with the Follies of the

World, to teach them to dance clegantly, and to
behave with 2 genteel Airin Company. When this
1s attained, with fome additional Endowments of
Nature, we have the Fine Lady ador’d by her Pa-
rents, deify’d by her Admirers, Her whole Study
now 1s.to appear amiable and .engaging to thole chat
will flacter her Vanity : The anxious Care. of her
Parents is to encreafe her Forwine, in order to an
Alliance with fome Noble Family. The latter of-
ten negiectful of -their Duty to God and Man, per-
haps with a Neglect of ‘their Perfons and Eafe of
Mmd bend their whole Thoughts, make ufe of all
Arts and Means 1o amafs Wealih for the ‘ir Angel:
The former thus deify’d and adored, is tempted to
believe heifcif pofie(s’d of all neceffary intrinfic Ac-
complithments, and fondly imagines herfclf fome-
- thing mere than Mortal. "Her Glali and Toiletare
'frequentiy confuited, and tedioufly atiénded, 1o or-
der to hide all cunﬂ.mus outward ]I""Ptrff:'ﬂ ST B
make a thining Figare at the Ring, the Ball, the
Play, the Opera, 1 her ambitious Talk, ‘in ‘ofder to
zain the Efteern and Veneration of the Reholders.
Now Mifs is thoroughly knowing, perfetly ac-
complifh’d, being arrived at the Summit of 4éiral
. Educasion: Every Whim, cvery Fancy, [a::nf.n,u.fr:r
frivolous or r:xl:x:w aganr, miult be now iunui}’ mdul—
_gr:d no Paflion muﬂ b" urn Emuiy d, no ImIg;W:;
on crofied, Nothing is now wanting but her s fly
Pﬂl‘*’l}[ﬂ out Gf the ‘.f‘. aYs,. Jﬂ order 1o LL Midtrefs of

" - ==

» g - e i her
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her own Fortune: Nay the moft execrable Deed
muft be audacioufly committed to compleat her own
Ruin and theirs.

. In fuch lamentable State of things, which is moft
to blame, the Parent or the Child? Could better
Fruits be expeted from foch Education; falfely
called LIBERAL? Could any other Effet be
expected from the Company fhe has been taught to
affociate with, from the Converfation fhe has been
inftructed to df:u-rrht in, and imitate ?

Has fhe had Precepts of Religion and Virtue in-
culcated on her tender Mind ar Home ; any Ex-
amples of Piety to provoke her Imitation? Were
her Requeilts ever deny’d, her Faults ever told her,
her Foibles ever expofed 7 No; Mifs muft be al-
ways humoured; all her ImperfeCtions are leffer
Beauties, and more obfcure Prefages of future Luftre.
"Was fhe ever thewn the ablolute Neceflity of re-
nouncing all the vain Pomps, State and Glory of
the World ; to believe and obey the Gofpel? On
the contrary, was fhe not taught to purfue, ambiti-
oufly to purfue the Former, to an utter Neglect and
Dt!regard of the Latter 2 Was fhe ever fhewn the
Neceffity and Expediency of retiring to her Clofet
to Prayer and Meditation, as well as to her Drefling-
Room? Of looking into the Mirrour of God’s
Holy Word, to confult the State of her Soul, as
well as to her Looking-Glafs, to examine her Com-
plexion, to regulate her Air and Features, to mo-
dify her Drefs? Was the not more applauded for
thﬂ licacy of her Tafte in dlﬁ::ﬂvermcr the Beauties
or Imperfections of a Play, a Song, or a Romance,
than any Knowledge in the Sacred Pages? In fhurr,
did the whole of her Education, (had it any Teén~
dency to) bring her one Step nearer Religion, than
to make her imagine, Virtwe but an t’:mpty Nime s ;
Dutifulnefs to Parents, Rufticicy 3 Humility,-Mean-

cfs,
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nefs, Modefty, Aukwardnefs; Piety, Precifenefs;
‘Devotion, Enthufiafm: nay, the whole of Religion
no more than Formality and Superftition, unbe-
coming Good-Breeding, foreign to Politenels?

When Religion is thus laid afide, thus thameful-

ly difregarded in the Education of the fair Sex, ’us
by no Means a Wonder to fee feveral of them, with
Reluétance 1 fpeak it, whol'y divefted of their na-
tural Teondernefs ; of Modeily and Shame.. When
Virtue is fhut out of 'the Heart, evil Thoughts will
‘edfily find Admiffion, and infecnfibly influence the
“Praétice. No Senfe of Honour can of itlclf be fuf-
ficient to fecure them, in this Cale, from Infamy,
and make them Proof againft the Arts and wicked
Stratagems of defigning Men : On the contrary,
what audacious Crimes, and horrid Parricides, would
not thofe that are void of Religion commit, but
for Fear of Difcovery and Penal Laws ?

I doubt, the too common Complaint of Unduti-
“falnefs in Children, "is generally owing to the wrong
‘Method of their- Education ; or at feaft to the De-

ficiency of it. 'The Want of training them in the
Way they fhould go, the Neglect of difplaying to
their View the Beauty and Rewards of Virtue, and
of quickening them to the Practice of it ; the Want
of this, I fay, makes Children 'at length impatient
of Reftraint and Controul, and renders their Pa-
rents odious and defpicable in their Sight. Thus
do Parents juftly reap the Fruic of their Ignorance,
Folly, or Indifcretion. — Liet not Children from
hence think themfelves acquitted 3 for thofe that
- defpife their Parents are no lefs than Parricides in
the Judgment of Scripture, and have the heavieft
- Curfes denounced againft them. For if h= who
‘hateth his Brother is a Murtherer, what can he be
- thought, thar, to‘indulge his Vanity or finful Ap-
petites, withes a moft mdulgr:nl: Parent out of his

iy B g Way ?



{ 54 )

'S?vay"* Let Parents, .therefore, as they value thei
own Bale and Sefety here, as well as Happinefs
hereafter 5 as they regard the Prmpenty, Well-be-
mg, and Ufefulnefs of their Pofterity, imbue the
tender, Minds of. their Childeen with virtuous Prin-
¢.ples, and make the Exercile of Practical Religion
the principal Aim of their Education,

The following is an Anfwer to a Letter fent Mifs
Blandy &y a worthy Clergyman in Henley, upon a
very extraordinary Suéye::f aud éngb{y dsj&me.f a
FPlace bere, L

it R

LR TR Ry

—Rﬁ"'—s’- Sif;

" Received youre, and at firft. felt. all the Horror
Innocence {o belied could do y but now, Sir, 1
look on it as a Blefling from God, both to wean me
“from this World, and.make. the near Approach of
Decah lefs dreadful to me. * You defirc me, in your
Lerter, if ‘innocent of my poor Mother’s Death
and that of Mrs, Pﬂmdz, o make’ a.folemn Decia-
~ration, and have it witneffed 3 which I here do. 1
~declare before God, at whofe dread Tribunal I muft
. fhortly appear, {hlt as I hope for Mcrcy there, 1
‘mever did buy any Poifon, knowingly, whatever
of Mr. Prince, who did ]we at Henley, and now
- lives at Reading, or of Mr. Pottinger an Apothe-
- cary and Surgeon in Henley: Nor did T ever buy
© any Poifan in Henley, or any where elfein all my
~‘Life ¢ That as for my Mother’s and Mrs. Pocock’s
Death, Tam as innocent of it as the Child unborn,
§q help me God in my laft Moments, and at the

great
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great Day of Judgment. 1If ever I did hurt their
Lives, may God condemn me. This, Sir, I hope,
will convince you of my Innocency. And if the
World will not believe-what -even- I dying {weer,
God forgive them, and turn their Hearts.- One
Day all muft appear together at one Bar, There
no prempting of "‘Nltneﬁés no Lies, no little Arts
of Law will do. = There, I doubt not, I thall meet
"my poor Father and Mother, and my much loved
Friend (through the Merirs of Fefus Chrift, who
dicd for Sinners) forgiven and in Blifs.  There the
Tears that cannot move Man’s: Heart fhall be by
‘God dried up.  Farewell, Sir, God b!ci} you, and
“believe me, while I ]:v.,, ever

Your much obliged bumble Servant,”
M. Biandy.

N. B. This Letter was attefted to be M. Bfrzﬂd_f s
&e. Apr. 4th, 1752.

T
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H E Reader will not think it neceffary to be

troubled here with a tedious Detail of the In-
cidents atiending Mifs Blandy’s T'ryal ; nor a Relation
of whart happened to her, from her Arrival in the
‘Qaftle at Oxford to the Time of her Conviétion. It
will be fufficient fur the Publifher of the preceding
Narrative to confine himfelf to ageneral and concile
Account. of the moft memorable Particulars re-
lating to her Life and Conduét after that melan-
choly Event. Mifs Blandy, then, after a long Tryal,
having been convifted of the Crime laid to her
Charge, received Sentence of Death, and was re-
condutted to the Caltle from whence the came,
Many People believed, that fhe behaved not only
through the whole Courfe of her Tryal, but after-
wards, with fucha decentRefolution as does not often
attend a Confcioufnefs of Guilt; tho’ the greateft
part of Mankind, it muaft be owned, feem fully
convinced of even her Intention to deftroy her Fa--
ther. Be that as it will, her Conduét before the
Judges was not only uncenfured, but even ap-
plauded, by a Majority of the Spectators who were
Witnefles of it, Nor did any marerial Alteration
difcover icfelf in the Tenour of her Behaviour, tho’
her Spirtis fometimes a little failed her, betwixt
the Day of her Tryal and that of her Execution.

It would be endlefs, however, notwithitanding
.this undoubted Truth, to recite the palpable Falf-
hoods, and inhuman Calumnies, induflrioufly pro-
pagated of her, and difperfed throughout the Na-
tion, in almoft every Part of that Interval. Scl:-me-

3 times
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‘times it was reported, that the had poifoned 'her-
fclf, and fometimes that fhe had laid upon herfelf
‘violent Hands in a different Manner 3 tho’ fhe dif-
covered, on all Occafions, to the Minifter who at-
tended her, the moft perfeét Abhorrence of Cuicide,
and of every Thing that had bur even the leaft
Tendency to it.  Several Perfons affirmed, that fhe
‘was {o .perfectly hardened that fhe would not ac-
‘knowledge herfelf guilty of any Crime ; the Reverfe
of which is true, as can be attefted both by the
aforefaid Minifter and other Perfons of Character
and Reputation, .She has frequently faid, that fhe
‘deferved Death for deftroying her Father, 'tho’ fhe
did not think herfelf fo guilty as if the had defignedly
and intentionally perpetrated fo black a Crime. This
!_1Declarittipn fhe conftantly perfifted in; tho’ that
-, Point of Conduct gave uncommon Offence to vaft
- Numbers of People, fome of whom have purfued,
- with a Dcgree of Rancour and Virulence little in-
ferior to Perfecution, thofe whofe charitable  and
- compaflionate Difpofition prompted them to enter-
‘tain more favourable Sentiments of it ;——with how
much Realon and * Juftice the Publifher of the pre-
ceding Narrative will not take upon him to deter-

mine, ; :
 During the aforefaid Interval, Mifs Blandy attended
Divine Service in the Chapel as often as her Health
woutd permit, and the Crowds of People, who flocked
.thicher to gaze upon her, did not drive her frem
~thence ; and when any thing of that Kind happen-
“ed, as well as at all other proper Seafons, the Mi-
mifter of the Caftle attended her in her own Apart-
-ment. She often profeffed herfelf a fincere Peni-
tent, and faid fhe was covered with Contrition for
~every Sin the had committed, and particularly that
which occafioned the Lofs of her dear Father’s Life.
— When fuch Profefiions as thefe were made, fhe
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pretty frequently fhed Tears, and difcovered the
moft apparent Emotions of Grief. This can be at-
“tefted by feveral, as well as the aforefaid Minifter,
whole l‘ﬂﬂlmﬂr\}r will be deemed authentic in alI
_other Cafes. . Notwith{tanding which, the contrary
to this has been afferted by many Perfons 5 but then
fome of them bave been fuch as have not only had
Jittle Regard to Truth, but’ been’ incapable of all
tender qt:rmm::nta —{uch as..have had Minds not

{ufceptible of even 'the leatt' De gree of Compafiion.
She always profefled a full Pexfualion of the
Truth and Exeellency of the Chriftion Religion in
.general ; and a clofe Attachment to the Tenets,
+Doétrines, ;and Ulages of tht. Church of Er:gfmrd
Jin particular, | Nor  did any Thiog, “during the
- whole - Cf;rurﬁ_ ‘of her Confinement, 1o extremffy
‘fhock her as the Charge of Iifidelity, which™ fome
unchmtabl# Perfons a Title before her Dearh brought
“ againft her, - on; Account of, her Inthn.:cy with
- Cranftcun. That Cra: y’“ﬁw:-: was an Infidel,” there
~may be, R,f:aﬁm cnough to bélieve; butthat fhe was |
1o, becaule fhe had piace& her Affeétions upon h:m |
_will by no. Mf:ans follow, It appéars from her own
Narrative, than which n:::thwg can be more ﬁmpl..
and plain, and confcquently carry a greater Appea- |
‘ rance of Truth, that-he was a Man of infinite Art
and Defign ; and thercfore. may very naturally be
fuppofed to have adapted himfcIf intirely to her
Genius and Dilpofition, in order the more effectual-
ly to carry into Execution his wicked Defigns. And
_that this was really the Cafe, with her dying Breath
fhe pofitively affirmed. He never, as to the Mi-
nifter artending her a little before her Death fhe de-
~ clared, uttered any Thing in her Company, thro’
the whole Courfe of her Acquamtame with him, that
souid be deemed fhocking to pious Ears, or that in |
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the lealt favoured of Infidelity. On the contrary,
if fhe may be credited, in fome of her lalt Mo-
-ments, he gave her 'many inftructive Leflons, and
talked perfectlyin the Siyle of a Chrifiian.  And
this he might do," becaufe he found it agreeable to
‘her. ~ ’Tis but charitable, therefore, confidering
cher Education, to believe, that fhe never openly
prnfﬂﬂtd any Diflike to the Principles of Chrifiiani-
" To whar has been 'faid the Editor begs leave
to add, that fhe could difcourfe parl:lrf:nr]y and
~clearly upun all the commen, and fome other, theo-
-Jogical Topics. From whence it 'may be raticnally
Jinferred, ‘that fhe had not only been: in a tolerable
Degree converfant with ‘the Scriprures; but like-
- wife read with fome Attention the Works of feveral
. :of our mott celebrated ' Divines.  And this fhe
~owned herfelf to have done, - This Point would: not
~have been. fo copioully infifted upon here, had fhe
snot defired it ‘might be cleared up in a- pariicular
‘Masner 5:and had not the Imputation of Infidelity,
in fome (}f her laft Moments, given her mﬁm:e

-Dnealinefs and Concern, -
- She was vifited by feveral Ciercﬂ.rmen, befides the
Minitter of the Caftle who conftantly astended her,
rone of whom was a Perfon ‘of fuperior Rank -and
Charaéter in the Univerfity. . To all of thefe fhe
exprefled herlelf much in the fame Manner, and
-conftantly perfified in her firft Declaration.  She
-was prefled by them in the ftrongelt Terms to con-
“fels the Truth,and not go-out of the World with a
. Lie in her Mouth. Burt this the faid the thould do, 1t
- the alfirmed chat fhe had a Defign to deftroy her Fa-
~ ther when'the gave him the fatal Powder, or thar fhe
. ghen knew there was any poifonous Quality lodged
in it. Bat notwithtanding this, fome Perfons were
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greatly offended, that fthe could not -be brought to
iuch a Confeflion 3 which mult have proved of fatal
Confequence to her Soul, had the Point therein af-
ferted been falfe.  She talked infuch a plaufible,
or rather pathetic Strain, and gave fuch convincing
Reafons for the Truth of what fhe affirmed, that
fome of her Enemies themfelves, after one or two
Vifits, became greatly prejudiced in her Favour,

Some Attempts were made to procure her a fhort
Refpite ; for it was never believed, that a Pardon
could be obtained, ‘at leaft before the Apprehenfion
of the Villain Cranfloun. Burall the Avenues to the
Royal Clemency were fhutup 3 fo that every Mea-
fure purfued on this Occafion proved ineffectual,
Nor did fhe ever entertain ‘any Hopes of Succefs,
tho’ a Lady of great Intereft and Diitinction, whole
innate Goodnefs renders her one of the brighteft |
Ornaments of the prefent Age, made feveral Ef--
forts in her Favour. The Prejudices fhe had to -
ftruggle with had taken too deep ‘Root in fome
Men’s Minds to be effaced by any Sentiments of
Tendernefs and Compaflion. - |

She herfelf obferved, and fpoke with great Coni-.
mendation of them, that the Judges, as well as the
worthy Sheriff and his Deputy, behaved towards
her with great Candour and Moderation ; that in
‘every one of them were united both the Gentleman
and the Chriftian. Thofe Worchies, however, have
not been univerfally applauded for their generous
Conduct. Nor, indeed, can this be expeéted, con-
fidering the prefent depraved State and Condition of
Mankind. We muft not fuppofe, that the Actions
of truly great and illufirious Men can be viewed in
a proper Light by thofe who are perfeét Strangers
to the amiable Qualities with which they are adorn-
ed.

On
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On Monday, April the s5th, 1752, the Day de-
ftined for her Execution, the Under-fheriff, attend-
ed by one of Mifs Blandy’s Friends, vifited her a
little after Eight o’Clock in the Morning.  She then
difcovered fome Anxiety and Apprehenfions, in re-
lation to her future State, that had never before ap-
peared.  She faid, that many Sins, both of Omiffion
and Comum:iffion, which fhe had formerly confider-
ed as Trifles, feemed at that Time to be very black
and enormous to her. The Minifter, who was then
alfo prefent, took a frefh Opportunity from hence to
prefs her once more to declare the Truth, i relation
to her Intention and Kncwledge of the noxious
Quality of the fatal Powder, by urging that a Fai-
lure herein would be a Crime of a much deeper Dye,
than thofe which filled her with fuch terrible Ap-
prehenfions.” - But to this fhe immediately replied,
that fhe thould perfift in her former Declaration to
the Moment of her Death ; and that this fhe would
impart to the Peopleattending her Execution. The
Under-theriff, and the Gentleman attending him,
alfo begged, that the would not impofe upon her-
felf, as well as upon the World, in thefe her laft
Moments, To which fhe anfwered much in the
fame Terms as fhe had done before. She likewife
appeared after this to be fomething more calm and
compofed. And the Munifter, in order ftill more
to comfort her, told her, that the Devil frequently
prefented former Sins as much more heinous than
they really were to“even fome of the belt Chriftians,
themfelves, when they were upon the Confines of
Eternity, in order to ruffle and difcompofe them ;
and that therefore probably the Scene thar at prefent
feemed to difturb her, was nothing more than one of
his Tllufions: But that, however that might be, fhe
had no Reafon wo be afraid of any. of her Sins, if
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the fincerely: repented of them, as fhe ‘had always
affured him fhe did, and placed an unfhaken Con-
fidence in the Mercy of God, through the Merits of
Chrift; and. neither thofe Merits nor that Mercy,.
to fincere Penitents, would admit of any Limits.
This gave her great Cuniﬂlatmn mfomuch that fhe
foon refumed her former Calmnefs, and declared
herfelf not only willing but even inclinable to die. =
About Nine o’Clock fhe came out of her Bed-
chamber, and was attended by the aforefaid Minifter
to the Place of Execution. Here he read fome of the.
Commendatory Forms of Prayer, and fhe joined
molt fervently with him.  After this was ended, he,
faid to her, ¢ Madam, you may now, if you thmk-,
<t proper, and have a fufficient Flow of Spirits, {peak
“ to the People.” She then addrefied herfu!f to.
them, with a clear and audible Voice, in the fol-.
lowing Terms. ¢ Good. People, give me Leave
¢ to declare to you, that I am perfeétly innocent,
¢ as toany Intention to deftroy or even hurt my
¢ dear Father ; that I did not know, or even fuf~
< pelt, that there was any poifonous Qlallt}r in the.
fatal Powder I gave him ; tho’ I can never be too
*“ much punifhed for being even the innocent Caufe
¢ of his Death, As to my Mother’s and Mrs. Po- |
¢ cock’s Deaths, that have been unjuftly laid to my
¢¢ Charge,I am not even the innocent Caufe of them,
« nor did I in the leaft contribute to them. So help
“ me God in thefe my laft Moments. And may [
¢ not meet with eternal Salvation, nor be acqm:tcd
¢ by Almighty God, in whofe awful Prefence
¢ I am inltancly to appear, if the whole of what
¢¢ is here afferted, be.not true, I from the Bottom
¢¢ of my Soul ﬁ}rgwe all thofe concerned in my Pro-
< fecution; and particularly the Jury, notwith{tand-
< ing their fatal Verdict.”” | She then afcended the
Lad-
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Tadder, and fpoke again to the following Effet,
« Good People, take Warning by me ro be on
¢ your Guard aganft the Sallies of any irregular
\ ¢ Paflion; and pray for me, that I may. be : accept-
<ciied at ithe Throne of Grace.” 3
- After which, fhe was turned off ; and, in abour
half an Hour’s Time, cut down.  The Body was:
then carried 1o @ neighbouring Houfe, and put .in-
to a Coffin; from thence it was contluéted ‘about
Five o’Clock in the Afternoon, in a Hearfe, to
Henlsy 3 and interred about Eleven o’Clock in the
Chancel of the Church there, where the Bodies of her
Facher and-Mother had been depofited.  Mifs Blan-
dy fuffered in a black Bombazine fhort Sack and
Petticoat, with ‘a clean white Handerchief drawn
over her Face. - Her Hands were tied tog ther with
a ftrong black Ribband, and her Feet, at her own
chueﬁ almoft touched the Ground., The Num-
ber of People attending her Execution was’ com-
puted at about 50003 many of whom, and par-
ticularly: feveral Gentlemen of the Univerfity, were.
obferved to fhed: Tears. She behaved WIEh fuch
Serenity and Compolure, and with fuch a.decent
Refolution, as greatly furprifed and charmed many
of the Spcétators 3 and fuch as-fome there prefent
thought nothing but' a Confcioufnels of the Truth
of ‘what the had afitrted, .and a well greunded Hope
- of future Felicity, could infpire.. . Contrary to what
1s oblerved at other Exccuions, there was almoft a
profeund Silence during the Time of this. In fine,
' the whole was fo well condulted, and made fuch a
deep Impreffion upon the Minds of the People
;prrfcnl that the Circumftances atcending Mifs Blen-
?:ﬁ' s Execution will net foon be for ”{}Ett‘ﬂ at Oxford.
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Copy of Mifs Blandy’s Declaration at the Place of
Execution in Oxford, April 6th, 1752.

Mary Blandy do declare that I die in a full Per-

fuafion of the Truth and Excellency of the Chri-
ftian Religion, and a fincere, tho’ unworthy Mem-
ber of the Church of England. 1 do lLikewife hope
for a Pardon and Remiffion of my Sins by the Mer-
cy of God, through the Merits and Mediation of
our moft blefled Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. I
do alfo farther declare, that I did not know or be-
lieve, that the Powder, to which the Death of my
dear Father has been afcribed, had any noxious or
poifonous Quality lodged in it3 and that I had no
Intention to hurt, and much lefs to deftroy, him, by
giving him that Powder. All this is true, as 1 hope
for eternal Salvation, and Mercy from Almighty
God, in whofe moft awful and immediate Prefence I
muft foon appear. I die in perfect Peace and Chariry.
with all Mankind, and do from the Bottom of my
Soul forgive all my Enemies, as alfo thofe Perlons.
who have in any Manner contributed to, or been in-
ftrumental in bringing me to the ignominious Death
Iam foon to fuffer. Thisis my laft Declaration,
as to the Points contained in 1it3; and I do molt
earneftly defire that it may be publifh’d after my
Death. Witnefs my Hand,

MARY BLANDY.'
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