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'HE’"Pﬂfrpcmf Fewer, is a . difeafe
peculiar to lymg-m women. The
“term puerperal is derived from the Latin

 word puerperus; and {trictly fgﬂakmg,

fignifies no more than childbed. But as-
this is the moft dangeruus of all chﬂdbed'
fevers, fome writers, by way of emm ence,

have properly called it The puer pﬂ al fffr::er
to diftinguith it from The milk-fever, or

aniy otheér, incident to women after deli
‘rﬂjry,. [ ] LUBLICTT

Notwithftanding this difeafe hath been
comunon. to lying-in women in all ages, -
and i all climates, and even been de-
icribed in the works of the firfl writer on
the art of healing *, yet being generally
looked wpon, rather as a fymptom or
confequence of {ome other difeafe, than

* HipPOCRATES,
2 - a difeale
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a difeafe itfelf, it hath been either en-
tirely over-looked, or only fuperficially
defcribed by the generality of medical
writers ; infomuch that we have fearcely
had a determinate name, by which to
diftinguifh it. Moft authors have term-
ed it, An obflruction, arjﬂppreﬂ’arz of the
Jaci:vm others, An mﬂamﬂmﬁwﬂ of the

aterus; fome have caﬂed it, The lochial
fever; fome, Afier-pains; and, in the nor-
thern parts of Great Britain, it is faid tg
be named The weed. But I am clearly of
opinion that the Puerperal Fever is as
much an original, or primary difeafe, as
the ague, qum{}, pleurify, or any other
complaint incident to the human body,
Phyficians have fo greatly differed like-
wife, concerning’ the nature, caufe, and
treatment of the Puerperal Fever, that it
remaineth, to the prefent time, a fubject
of much difpute %

And what is of more fatal cunfg.quenca
than may at firft be imagined, is the

ignorance of people in general, and

*Vid, Chap. v.
particularly -
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particularly of lying-in women and their
attendants, refpecting this difeafe ; which
caufes them either to neglect it, or to
miftake it for Afrer-pains, or fome Colic
complaint; and to this I afcribe,” in fome
meafure, the great fatality attending it,
as will be {hown more fully hereafter.
It is of confequence, therefore, to the
community, to be perfectly acquainted
with the true nature, and dang'et*,_ of this
diforder ; as it occafions the death of
the greater part of thofe who perifh in
chﬂdbed '

Publick hafpﬂals, ﬁ::-r reception of thc
fick and hurt, are the grand feminaries
of practical knowledge in the art of médi-
cine. ' The utility of thefe inftitutions
is {o apparent, that they are now univer-
fally received all over Europe. = Greas
Britain in partu:ular hath not been be-
hind-hand, in promoting fuch humane
defigns. Buildings of this kind, or which
incidentally promote the fame end, are
to be feen in almoft every part of this

a2 | great,
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great metropolis. . - Among the reft, THE
CITY OF LONDON LYING-IN HOS
PITAL rifes up a {imple, yet elegant, mo-
nument of her beneficence!* There the
induftrious poor meet with a fafe and ten-
der Asy LuMm, in the hour of diftrefs. But
the bountifulhand of charity doth not{tep
here;itisallo ftretched out to provide them
every medical affiftance, under the vari-
ous diforders whichfucceed a ftate of preg-
nancy. With thisview, the fupportersofthat
benevolent undertaking have a phyfician
to attend to all the difeafes both of the wo-
men, and children. And that hisfole atten-
tion may be fixed to this one great point,
the wifdom of that houfe direéts, that he
{hall be a perfon who hath no cennexion
with the practice of midwifery; and be
- chofen under the name of Péhyfician in
ﬂkds'?mry to that charity, The author

* This Hofpital is entirely fupported hjl‘ a roluntarjr,
annual Subfeription ; whereby four or five hundred poor

Objects are admitted every Year, and rclmred wuh all
Neceflarics during Childbed. - VILIINOR

4 of
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of this treatife, had that honour conferr-
ed upon him, fome time ago. This cir-
cumfitance hath afforded him frequent
opportunities of obferving the rife and
progrefs of the diforder, now under
confideration, and hath furnithed him
with many particulars in the following
difcourfe.

In the defcription of the difeafe he
hath endeavoured to feparate from it
fuch fymptoms of other diftempers as
have erroneoufly been afcribed to this,
which precifion is of the utmoft confe-
" quence in the defcription of every com-
plaint; left one difeafe fhould be .con-
founded with another, and the diftinét
knowledge of each be rendered dark, and
intricate, For example, inthe{curvy, how
many difeafes, or fymptoms of difeafes,

as I have remarked elfewhere®, have
been attributed to that fimple mala-

dy, which do not belong to it ? and how
jnany volumes have been written to de-

* In Libello de Scorbuto, cap. i.
{cribe



{cribe its ‘ffets, and manner of treat-
ment ?

1

But the author’s principal defign, in
treating of the Pucrperal Fever, hath been
to {earch into, and to difcover, its true
origin and fource, and to fhow the va-
rious changes which it makes upon the
human body; that we may be led to a
more uniform, and certain method of
cure. How far he hath fucceeded in his
attempts, is humbly {fubmitted to future
experience, and to the judgment, and
candour of the difcerning publick.

CON—-
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PUERPERAL FEVER.

CiH A P*= K
Defeription of the .Dgﬁ’qfé'.'

PO N the firft, fecond, or third day
after delivery, but moft commonly
on the fecond, the patient compkins
of violent pain and forenefs over the whole
hypogaftric region; that is, from the navel
downwards. ‘The tendernefs is often fo
acute, that the gentleft touch 1s almoft infuf-
ferable.  The belly feels commonly foft.

A Some-
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Sometimes it will be greatly fwelled ; but, in
generil, at the beginning” of the difeafe,” it
is not much more tumefied than what may
be expeéted {o early after delivery. ‘There 1s
no inflammation, or other difcoloration, to be
feen on the abdmnipal i_lfiﬂ.

g -§
Y fad

-

Though the pain of the belly be general,
yet it commonly, affeéts fome one part in par-
ticular more than another. Sometimes the
thcl ftasr of pain will be m-both the 1liac
regions ; fometimes in one more than the
other. At one time the region of the os
pubis; or groin, willbe the chief feat; at an-
other, a violent pain will fix acrofs the pit
of the ftomach, and ftrike through the thort
1ibs, on each fide, down to the fpine. The
pains will) often -put -on: the appearance of
labour-pains, and fhoot from the loins and
belly 111t;o the.groin and- thighs. . Th@y are
then rgenenlly miftaken, by the patient and
hgr Aattendants, for after-pains, and b¢1nfrneg-—
le@ed,  the. difeafe quickly gains. ftrength,
and proves, b} this means, too often fatal,
Wheﬂ the pain lodges about the puﬁ{;, or
gl o1, 1t will fometimes affe& the qnus, and

e neclg
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neck of the bladder.” But there is feldom-any
fenfe'of ‘heat, or throbbing pain, in theres
gion of the vagina : and whenever this: datly
happen, it 15 probably owing to a  different
caufe. !

The pains of the abdomen are generally pre-
ceded by greater or lefs degrees of rigor; or
convulfive thudderings with {enfe of. cold:
Sometimes there is no rigor; or, at leaft,-fo
{light as not to be attended to by the patient.
‘And, indeed, the rigor; in general, is much
lefs than what ‘is obfervable in many. other
fevers. Nor is the violence of the fubfe-
quent difeafe to be judged of by the degree of
the preceding rigor.  For fometimes a fhght,
or no rigor at all, will be followed by a {evere
attack of the difeafe, and a great rigor by a
{light attack. ~The wife of Rorrg, for in-
ftance, began with a rigor which ‘continued
-for an hour, and fhe recovered on the fixth
-day. . The wife of Copr had no rigor, yet
the difeafe proved mortal in a few days.

Though the firft, fecond, or third day af-
' ter delivery, be the comimon and almoft con-
Atant times of the firft beginning of the ma-

' A 2 lady,
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lady,  yet 1t 1s not without its variations.
For, fometimes, it will come on from the
very time of delivery, or even before, and be
confounded with, or loft, as it were, in the
labour-pains ; or it may not appear till after
{feveral days. But thefe are only to be con-
fidered as varieties; however, fuch varieties
as are always to be remembered by the phy-
fician, that he may not, at any time, be off
his guard.

The patient, from the beginning, gene-
rally complains of a pain in the head, which
1s confined chiefly to the forehead, and parts
about the eyebrows; this is frequently at-
tended with a werfige, or giddinefs in the
head, and want of reft.

There 13 much thirft. The tongue, on
examination, commonly appears white, but
feldom foul, and is foft and moift to the
touch. ‘A red line will fometimes run up
the middle of it, and the whitenefs remain

- ™ I = ) 5
on each fide : 1n this cafe the red'part is ufu- ¢°

ally dry, and the white moift.  Sometimes
the tongue will continue white and moiit till
the approach of death; but, in general, be-

| ore

T



PUERPERAL FEVER.

fore that period, it becomes very dry and:
rough, and changes to a dark browa colour,
often with a mixture of yellow.

A general anxiety, or dejetion of mind
appears in the countenance, and the eyes par-
ticipate of the fame diftrefs. The face 1s of=
ten fluthed, and fometimes there is a deep
red, or livid colour fixed in the cheeks.

The fkin is generally. hot and dry; but
{ometimes fo cool and temperate, that a per-
fon from thence could hardly know whether
the patient laboured under any difeafe or not,
Sometimes intermediate 'fweats come on all
over the body, and thefe ufually relieve the

patient ; but they are more common when
the difeafe begins to abate.

The pulfe, 1n general, is quick and weak;

though fometimes it will refit the finger
- pretty ftrongly. At the beginning of the
difeafe, it {eldom beats lefs than a hundred
Atrokes in the fpace of a minute ; and, from
~ this number, I have found it run on to one

‘hundred and fixty., The intermediate pulfa-.
I'.i‘wen: various, The meoft commen

number
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number was one hundred and twenty-eighf:

and -the next general numbers: were, one:

hundred and twelve, one hundred and twen-
ty, and onc hundred and thirty-two. The
different habits of body, and circumftances
of the diforder, will eafily account for thefe
variations in the pulfe. When the difeafe
proves mortal, the pulfe at laft becomes fo
quick and weak as {fcarcely to be numbered.

A thortnefs in l;reathing, without any
wheezing or noife in the breaft, generally
accompanies the diftemper from the begin-
ning.  This commonly keeps pace with the
degree of pain in the abdomen. For if the
pain be very moderate, the fhortnefs in
breathing is alfo very flight, or perhaps not
at all perceptible; butif acute, the breathing
is accelerated in proportion, and the pain 1s
increafed at every infpiration. I fhould be
glad, in this article, to exprefs myfelf fo as
to be rightly underftood. 1T call it a fhort-
nefs in breathing rather than a difficulty,
becaufe a difficulty in breathing may be at-
tended with a full infpiration, and a defire of
‘taking in a large quantity of air; whereas
the breathing, I here mean to defcribe, is quite

- 5

£ the

o



PUERPERAL FEVER. 7
tle reverfe ; the infpirations are quick and
making a full infpiration; or, in ‘other
words, of dilating the thorax. 'The reafon
of this, as I apprehend, 1s not, in general,
owing to any complaint in the lungs, or
cheft (except when the pains extend to the
region of the ffomach and ribs) but merely
to the grand feat of the diforder being with-
in the abdomen, and which,. at .every 1nipira-
tion, 1s {queezed, as it were, betwixt two
prefless by the diaphragm from above, and
the abdominal muicles from below. I al:
moft thudder, with horror,: when I confider
the excruciating torments that muft rack the
diftreffed patient, under thefe dreadful circum-
ftances! But the reader can have no adequate
idea of what I mean till he comes to underftand
the true feat of the difeafe, by the help of
diffeCtions. As the malady increafes, the
fhortnefs in breathing increafes likewife, and
before death clofes the fcene, the infpirations
are often {o {mall that the cheft is hardly feen
to move, and the breath feems no longer to
diftend the lungs, but to be confined. to the -
&fpera arteria, or upper part of the thorax.

A
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A cough frequently attends, yet is no-
wa;s eflential to the difeafe, but merely acci-
dental : however it ufually proves trouble-
fome, and, when violent, is not without
danger; as may be learnt from what 'hath

juft now been hinted.

The patient, when the difeafe is violent,
generally lies on her back, feldom turning
on ];Ler fide or belly.

Vomiting, with complaints of a load and
fickne(s at the ftomach, are very ufual fymp-
toms; however thefe are far from being al-
ways prefent. ~ What 1s thrown up is com-
morly either yellow, green, or of a blackifh
colour. . 'The vomiting will fometimes come
on from the time of delivery, and not unfre-
quently precede 1t. When death approaches’
there 1s, for the moft part, a continual dif
charge by vomit of whatever s taken ; and

what 15 brought up, is commonly either
green, or black.

The belly, at the | oegmnmg, 15 generally

mﬂnﬂ. Sometimes it 1s very regular, at

other
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other times a diarrboea attends. When this
daft is the cafe, what is difcharged is ufually
of a dark brown colour and very fetid ; and
the ftools are {fometimes covered with a whi-
tith froth. Flatulencies in the bowels are
very common, whether the belly be loofe or
coftive. ~ When the difeafe terminates in
death, involuntary ftools are the general har-

bingers.

The patient at firft often complains of
fome difficulty in making water, and" dif-
charges it in {mall quantities; but this ufu-
ally goes off after having a ftool or two.
The urine, after ftanding for fome time to
fettle, generally appears of a brown colour,
and depofits a crude fediment half floating at
the bottom of the glafs. What is meant by
crudity in the urine is hard to define, and
{carcely to be learnt but by ocular demon-
ftration. It 1s a cloud, or fettling in the
urine, which the phyfician expeéts to be
changed, or conco&ted, as it is commonly
termed, by the progrefs of the difeafe, into
a thick coloured fediment. But if a perfe&t
flow of the Jochia continues, during the dif-
order, then the urine, after fettling, gene-

B rally
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rally appears red and inflamed. It is neceffary
to remark this laft circumftance, left the
phyfician thould, at firft fight, be deceived,
and afcribe that to an inflammatory ftate of
the blood, which 1s owing merely to an n-
nocent difcharge from the uferus. As the
difeafe abates, the urine, in ‘'common, puts
on a remarkable change ; it becomes turbid,

ufually of a yellowifh or clay-colour, not
much unlike a decotion of Peruvian bark
when cold; and depofits a thick yellowifh
{fediment, frequently tinged with a mix-
ture of purple. But the urine is not always
{o regular in its appearance, for fometimes it
will greatly vary : however, in general, when
a crifis is forming, a diligent obferver may
perceive plain indications of it in the urine.
When the diftemper ends unfavourably, the
urine feldom changes, but continues pretty
much the fame to the laft.

The lockia, or ufual difcharges after deli-
very, commonly lofe their florid complexion,
and diminith 1 quantity 5 but if the difeafe
. goes off foon, the natural flow generally re-

turns, Sometimes, indeed, there feems to
be’



PUERPERAL'FEVER. mn

be very little change made, with refpe& to
the flow of the lochiz.  The difcharge will,
now and then, appear quite black.

The patient, in general, does not com-
plain {fo' much of want of milk, during the
progrefs of this difeafe, as to prevent her
fuckling her child; however the contrary will
fometimes happen, efpecially if it be very
violent, or a diarrboea attend and the {tools
be thin and watery.

- Pain of the head is common to moit fe~
vers, and although, in ‘this malady, as ob-
ferved above, it be among the firft {ymp-
toms, yet it is attended with this peculiarity,
that it feldom 1s accompanied with any de/z-
rium, through the whole courfe of the dif-
eafe; unlefs. perhaps a few hours before
death. Nay, fometimes the patient will re-
tain her fenfes to the laft, which, confider-
ing the violence of the diforder, is very won-
derful.  Perhaps it may be owing to the ra=
pid progrefs the diftemper generally makes,
when it proves fatal; fo that there is not
time for that change to be made in the brain,

& 2 as
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as in many other fevers of longer duration*
befides, the feat of this diforder is never.in
the head, but always confined within the

trunk of the body.

The blood, when ordered=to be. taken
away in this difeafe, was generally fizy, with
a quantity of yellow ferum. 1 do not re-
member ever feeing the blood in a diffolved
ftate,

I have not remarked any precife time, or
critical day, that nature takes for the termi-
nation of the difeafe : but fhe endeavours to
relieve herfelf by three different ways ; by a
diarrboea, by urine, and by fiveat. A diar-
rhoea 1s the chief way by which, as far as I
have obferved, fhe is able completely to ex-
tricate herfelf; and this fhe often attempts
from the beginning of the malady. The
wife of FAREHAM, for example, was relie-
ved from her diforder in' forty-eight hours,
by the kind efforts of nature in producing a
diarrboea. And the wife ‘of GARRET was
cured in twenty-four hours, by the like {pon-

| taneous
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taneous difcharge. Of the other two eva-
cuations, fweating is the moft effectual.

- | The. reader will probably expeé that I
thould have taken notice here of the lchia,
as the moft probable, ‘and T might fay almoft
the only method by which nature could form
a perfe@ crifis. It is true, that at the be-
ginning of the diftemper, as faid above,
there is frequently more or lefs of a fuppref-
ﬁzcm“m"chmlge made 1n the /ochra, and a re-
turn of the fame when the difeafe begins to
go off. But I do not remember ever meet-
ing with an inftance where this malady was
brought toa crifis by a flow of the /lchia.
Neither do T well comprehend how nature
can throw off the difeafe ‘this way, any fur-
fhﬁ;i‘ than by diminithing the quantity of
_ lﬂﬁﬂd, in the {ame manner as an hemorrhage

-at the nofe, or bleeding at the arm would do.
But a difcharge of blood alone does not ap-
pear, to me at leaft, fufficient to remedy the
evil. - Nor does nature make ufe of this way
either to cure or prevent. the difeafe; if fhe

did, it would hardly follow fo foon after that
coplous
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coptous difcharge of blood, which fucceeds
every. delivery. The fupprefiion of the lo-
chial difcharge feems to be in confequence of

the diforder, and the return i confequence of
its abatement. This may probably be owing to
a fpafimodick conftri¢tion of the uterine veflels:
- occafioned by the pain within the abdomer;
during the difeafe, and to a relaxation of
them by, its ceflation. Juft in the fame man-
ner as may be obferved, by ocular demon-
{tration, 1n any large freth external wound.
For if an inflammatory difpofition feize the
veflels going to the part, the difcharge will
become thin and ichorous; but as foon as
the: inflammatory conftriction of the veflels is
removed, by means of proper evacuations and
a cooling regimen, the difcharge becomes
immediately more free, and better condition-
ed. Be this, however, as it will, the trufh
is, as far as I have been able'to difcern, that
neither the Jochia, nor even the uferus itfelf,
are primarily affe@ed in this difeafe, but only
fuffer by confent ; the fame as the bladder, of
airy other neighbouring  wiffus ' might de.
"The reafon of this affertion will be explainéd
' more
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more fully, in 1ts proper place, when we come
to treat of the caufes-of this difeafe.

~ Itis almoft needlefs to remark that this

fever muft, of courfe, be complicated with
any diforder that the patient might happen to
labour under at the time of child-birth. The
chief that T have met with in this way, of
any confequence, hath been the pbrhifis pul-
monalis. If any difeafe hath taken its imme-
diate origin, as it were, out of the puerperal
fever, and been combined with it, it hath been
the peripneumony. 1 have met with feveral
inftances of this kind.

As to the miliary fever, fo common among
lying-in women, it hath no connexion at all
with the puerperal fever; and when it doth
happen to be joined with it, T {ufpe it muit
generally be owing to an over-heated room,
awarm regimen, an unfeafonable ufe of cor-
dials, or heating medicines. The puerperal
fever is a difeale fui genmerss, of a nature pe-
culiar to itfelf ; and as fimple and regular in
its appearance, for the moft part, as any dif-

temper incident to the human body, Info-
. much
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much that it 1s a matter of no fmall furprize,
that phyficians. in general thould have either
overlooked it, or have beén fo irregular and
confufed 1n its defcription.

This fever, as to the time of its duration,
will vary, according to the violence of the
difeafe, the manner of treatment, and the
time of the patient making her complaints
known. In general, if it ends favourably,
it may terminate in three, four, or five days
from the time of complaining. The wife
of I.awsoN had her fever terminated even in
twenty-four hours, by purging her with the
Jal catharticus amarus, notwithftanding the
pains of the abdomen were very f{evere, and
the pulfe at one hundred and thirty-fix.
What is here to be underftood by the word
terminate, 1s no more than that the pains
ceafe, the fever abates, and the patient is out
of danger. 1do not mean that the fick per-
fon is able, i that time, to get up and walk
about, as if nothing had happened. Un-
doubtedly the muft require fome time after-
wards, to recover her ftrength ; and even the
weaknefs, from the preceding labour would
demand
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demand that, exclufive of this intervening
analady.

When the difcafe refifts theefforts of nature,,
and baffles the affiftance of art, it generally
'p'rovcs_ mortal, as far as I have obferved, on
the ffth, fixth, feventh, eighth, ninth,
tenth, eleventh, or twelfth day, after deli-
very ; the day on which the delivery hap-

pened, not being included. * And this rule,
as to time, I thall attend to through the
whole of this difcourfe, unlefs where it is
otherwife expreflea. In this opinion I am
fupported by GALEN. ¢ A quo die, inquit,
mulier pepererit, ab eo numerare incipias, non
a quo capit febricitare: nam aligue fecunda
fertiove die, poflquam pepererint, in febrem
incidunt, atque ab eo plerique juturam cri-
Jm  enumerant.  Verum res fecus habet
quum opericat a die, quo fetum edet, enu-
merationem exordir:'.”  And this cobvious
reafon may be afligned for it, namely, that
the very hour of delivery can always be ex-
altly afcertained ; whereas the time of attack
s often various, and uncertain. Scmetimes,

* In Prognoftic. Charter, Tom. viii. pag. 668,
. 8 indeed,
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indeed, the diforder may be protratted to a
much longer period; but then it generally
either begins later than common, or is at-
tended with fome particular circumftances.
I have remarked that a diarrbeca coming on
either at the beginning or afterwards, and
‘continuing through the whole courfe of the
difcafe, will fometimes rather tend to prolong
than quicken the time of death. The wife
of LINER, for inftance, had a diarrboca from
the firlt, which continued, at intervals, to
the laft, and fhe furvived till the e1ghteenth
or nineteenth day after her delivery.

Before death, there 1s feldom that change
made 1n the eye and countenance which
happens in moft other fevers, unlefs juft at
the very laft; and perhaps for the {fame rea-
fon as given above *. Nor do the teeth, in
general, collect that brown or blackifh fordes
which is {o obfervable in many fevers. A
delirium, 1 have obferved before, feldom at-
tends, and the fame may be faid of the hic-
cough and fibfultus tendinum.

i Page: 11,

‘ The
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The pain of the abdomen generally abates,
or entirely ceafes, for fome hours before
death ; but fometimes the patient expires in

great agon 1e8. -

The difeale happens at all times of the
year, and is incident to women of all ages
“after delivery, as well to thofe who have had
many children, as thofe who have had few.
Such women as have fuffered great hardthips, -
or exerted their ftrength beyond meafure,
during gravidity, feem to be more fubje&, to
this malady, than others who have gone
through that ftate with more eafe, and tran-

quillity.

Having thus given a general defcription of
the difeafe, I will collet into one point of
view what I look upon to be its chief patho- .
gn{.‘lnmnic {ymptoms, or chara&eriftic marks.
Thefe are, an acute pain and great forenefs,
-over the lower part of the abdomen, attended
with a fever, and commonly a pain in the
forehead, happening foon after delivery. Al-
though thefe figns are fufficient, in general, -
to diftinguith it from ail other difeafes, yet
it may bewneceflary to particularize thofe with
C.2 which
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which it hath the greateft affinity, and mark
out fome of their chief diftin&ions.

1. It may be diftinguithed from after-pasns,
by the fever ; by the exquifite tendernefs of
~ the belly, and the pain not being periodical,
but continual.

2. From the milk-fever, by the pain and
tendernefs of the abdomen; by the abfence of
tenfion or fullnels of the mamme, or thoot-
ing pains about the breafts, and arm-pits.

3. From the miliary fever, by the general
{enfations of pain and {orenefs about the hy-
Pogaﬁric region, and greater colour in the
urine; by a lefs degree of hurry, and confu-
fion of the fpirits ; by having no eruptions,
nor fenfe of pricking or tingling in the fkin;
and if thefe laft fhould happen, by their giv-
ing no relief, which, i the mihary fever,
they commoenly do. {

‘4. F'rom the #fac pafion, by the pain not
being {0 fixed to any particular {pot, as round’
the navel or the like; but bemng more dif-
fuled over the abgbmen, and: confined-chiefly

to
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to the Jower part of the belly ; by the patient
lying pretty fhill, and not twifting the body
about, or prefling upon the belly with a view
of rehieving the pain; and laftly, by a diar-
rhoea either attending, or the body being ea-
fily foluble by cathartics.

5. From the flatulent colic, by the attend-
ing fever, the abdominal pain and forenefs,
and by the pains not moving about from one
part of the inteftinal canal to another..

6. ¥rom an mnflammation of the uterus, by
not having the fenfation of a weight and: tu-
mour, and a continual burning, throbbing
pain, in the region of the urerus, extending
+to the adjacent parts.

HrprocraTes diftinguitheth an inflam~
mation of the uferus, by the following figns:
““ Hy preypaiviTas 1 pnT ot Laverar, Hy 8% 7
oaxeiln & waiyRoTalvn, wUp it CEU, % péya,
X Qpiun ax npy Tt Al Ta aidol, xTAYAwWS T
aiserat, % duxveta; rai opua” % € Tis éme
Qrcet T J‘c:x'r:jhcy, % ai s xarioy i’gfﬁt % o=
GeTaly wek Thy xeGaliy ahyitly % 1o PBpiymat, %
dxﬁ.ﬂs ) % fd‘pa;g meTwridaioss Ta arpea YuyorTar

- L
. ol
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fus fuerit uterus, vellicatur; quod fi quid cor-
raptum fuerit et recruduerit, febris corripit

acuta et magna, horrorque durus partes circa

pudenda ; ferociter ajfficitur, mordetur, & con-

citatur. Ac fi quis digito contigerit, rurfus

pejus habet, et pungitur, caput et finciput do-

let, tum caligo, tum frontis fudor adef}, extre-

ma perfrigerantur ac tremunt, interdum etiam

Jopor occupat, neque audire potefl, neque ali-

quid uterus efficit s multum eff cibi faftidium,

neque flomachus, neque ventriculus omnino cibum
attrabit; vociferatur, profilit, dolet pubem, in-

guina, et lumbos, et occultos pudendi locos, ce-

leriterque intereunt 1.

Commentators differ with rcfpe& to the
true meaning of the word Jaderas. CHAR-
TERIUS, as we fee above, tranflates it welfi-

* De Mulier. Morb, lib. 2. cap. 5o. Charter. tom, vii.
pag. 8z7.

earir ;
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catur 3 Foistus hath it contrabitur. 'The
common meaning of the word referreth to
the touch; and HippocRATEs generally
ufeth it in this very fenfe, as may be obferved
i FoEstus’s Qeconomia, under the letter ¥.
I rather fufpec, therefore, that: there is a
corruption in this part of the text, and that
the true interpretation fhould be thus: S77n-
Slammatus fuerit uterus, taitui fe offendit : an
- inflammation of the uferus, may be known
by the touch. Almoft all authors, who have
defcribed an inflammation of the uterus, con-
fide in the touch as much as any thing, in
order to difcover the difeafe. Indeed the
fivelling of the uterus, and the fenfe of heat;
which are infeparable from an inflammation
of 1it, are the grand and leading 1deas, and
contain, of themfelves, a general though

fhort defcription of the difeafe ; and therefore

are the likelieft to be firft introduced by any

author who is about to defcribe fuch a ma-

lady. After this, the more minute and parti-

cular parts of the defcription follow, as in
RPLIE et

‘The word aranpn alfo doth not interpret

well with gpixn: berror durus is an odd, and
unR-
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unmeaning expreflion. It would read much
better, and be more defcriptive, were it writ-
ten oxAnpe, and made to agree with the latter
part of the fentence, in the manner that
Foksjys hath rendered it : .aahﬂpag o, c:’p;gri
wd aidelz: ¢ partes circa pudenda dure
“ funt.”

I will take the liberty to give my own in-
terpretation, of the whole paflage, and leave
every one to do the fame. Si inflammatus fue-
wit uterus, raflui fé offendit. Quandocungue
autem in eodem aliguid corruptum jfuerit et re-
cruduerit, febris acuta et vehemens cum borrore
nafcitur, et que circa naturalia funt, induref~
cunt. RQuam maxime afficitur, [enfus quaf
mordends ¢ff, ef cum impetu morbus accedit ;
digito werdm admoto, iterum res pejus fe babet,
¢t aliqua quafi puncta fentiuntur. Dolor et
capitis, et fincipitis adefi. Oculi calizant, [u-
dorgue ¢ fronte prorumpit. Extreme partes
membrorum frigent, et intremunt. Sopor quo~
que interdum urget 5 neque Jfacultas audiends ¢ff,
neque utero vis ulla inberet. Cibi faftidium
multum eft, nec flomachus, nmec ventriculus om-
ning alimenti tenax. Vebementer @gra clamat,
ﬁ:ﬁ:fa confurgit ; dolent et pubes, et inguina, et

lumbi,
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Jumbi, et naturalium partes interiores, celeri-

- ferque moriuntur, |
From A Tivs we learn, not only the ge-
neral {ymptoms of an inflammation of the
‘uterus, but thofe alfo which ar¢ peculiar to
‘the different parts of that organ, when they
happen to be principally aftected. ¢ Uters
inflammatio (inquit) ob multas caufas contin-
git. Indicant hanc muliebrium locorum, pubis,
imt ventris, ac lumborum dolores ardentes. Ef
f digitus in os uteri fubmittatur, occurrit
ad contaltum, durum, claufum, fervens, ac
retralfum, prefertim fi in ipfo, aut in colls
fuerit  inflammatio.  Nam ubi cavitas, aut
Jundus uter: inflammatur, imi <ventris dolor
oftendit, ut ne contaltum quidem forts admittat.
Et plerunque uterus ad inflammatum locum re-
trabitur, atque hanc ob caufam os, et collum
ejus, avertitur.  Differt autem ab ea quam fu-
pra uteri retrallionem appellavimus, quia in
inflammatione febris eff acuta, et ardor inten-
Sus. Si verd poflerior ipfius pars inflammata
fuertt, dolor cirea [pinam magis beret, ety com-
preffo inteflino recto, flercora detinentur.  An-
terioré autem parté inflammatd, urine difficul-
tas, aut flillicidium, confequitur ex comprefja
D | vefica,
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vefica, prﬁﬁrﬁm Ji dolor p'eﬂs}zem aﬁ!{gﬁz‘. At
ubi obliguos laterum locos inflammatio occuparit,
inguina diffenduntur, et crura gravantur, ac
egre moventur. Invalefcente wers inflamma-
tione, febres accedunt, dolor capitis, flomachi
afflitlio per confenfum, imi ventris tuntor, ar-
dor, diffentio, gravitas coxarum, lumborum,
praecordiorum, mguinum, . femorums borrores
difcurrentes, ac pungentes, peduni torpor, ge-
nuum perfrigeratio, extremarum partiun exu-
datio, pulfies parvicac denfi, animi deliquium,
exolutio. - In augimento wero etiam fingultus,
dolor tendinis, collr,  maxillarum, JSincipitisy
oculorum prefertim in jundo.  Urinaque ac’
flercorum vecrementa fupprimuntur. Et in-
fammationé adbuc magis acutd, febres augef~
cunt, delirant, dentibus frendunt 1.°

Thefe marks taken colletively, and com-
pared with the genuine and conftant {ymp-
toms of the puerperal fever, will fufficiently
diftinguith the one difeafe from the other.

7. ¥rom the cholera morbus, by the coftives
nefs that generally attends the puerperal fever,

* Aétii Medic, Grzee. &c, Per Janum Comarium, Lug-
duni, 1549. pag, 1008.
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at the beguunn s and 1f it Thould commence
¥ with a diarrhoea, 1t 1s eafily diftinguifhed
X from that of the cholera, by its not being {o
" fudden, fo painful and profufe, nor finking
 the patient {fo much; but, on the contrary,

giving generally immediuate eafe, ftrength,
and f{pirits. Neither 1s it attended with that
violent degree of vomiting as the ¢holera, nor
with thofe {pafms and contra&tions in the
limbs. Befides, the cholerais confined chiefly
to the clofe of fummer and beginning of au-
tumn, as regularly, fays SypENHAM ¥, as
{wallows come in the beginning of {pring,
and cuckows towards midfummer, whereas
the puerperal fever happens all the year
round. Inaword, the complaints coming on
foon after delivery, the pain and forenefs be-
ing diffufed over the hypogaftric region, to-
gether with the general appearance of the
diforder, will, at once, diftinguifh it from the
- cholera morbus.

* Sedt, ive cap. 2. pag.175,

D 2 ‘CHAPI
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CrH-ARR S AL
Of the Prognafiics.

HE RE is fcarcely any difeafe, in the

hiftory of Phyfic, where delays are
more dangerous than in the puerperal fever.
And yet, unfortunately for the patient, there
is no difeafe which is more apt to be neg-
leted, or trifled with ; or, what is worfe, in-
judicioufly treated, through the ignorance of
the lying-in woman; and her attendants.

The patient, as hath been obferved!, fre-
quently iniftakes her complamts for after-
pains, and thinking they will gradually go
off, negleéts to make her cafe known and
apply for proper aid. ,'The by-ftanders fall
into the fame error, or taking it for fome co-
" lic complaint, keep the patient hot, ply her
plentifully with f{pices and caudle, and give
her {pirituous waters or warm medicines, un-
der the notion of cordials. By thefe means |

g ' Page 2,
the
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the malady is greatly increafed, makes quick
" ravage, and becomes, in a fhort time, inevi-

- tably fatal,

Nurfes, and women in general, feem, in

a- great meafure, ignorant of fuch a difeafe
“as-this being incident to lying-in perfons. 1
~ dare venture 'to {ay that the very name of it
is as much a ftranger to moft of them, as if

. no-fuch malady exifted; and yet there never
was a time when this difeafe did not exift,

. The confequence is, that knowing no dan-
ger, they fear none; whereas, on the con-
trary, they thould be faught to dread the
name of puerperal fever, as they would the
name of peftilence, or plague; for 1 fear that
the one deftroys not more than the other.
Like a fierce and untamed enemy, the one
{preads his hoftile banners in open day, and
feafts on carnage and deftruction, till, glutted
with {laughter, he himfclf finks down and
dies ! But the other, like a fecret revengeful
foe, ftabsin the dark to the very vitals, and
though he kills one only at a time, yet he
15 privately flaying every day, and never fa-
. tiated; thus making up by length of time,
- what the other does by a fudden devaftation !
' They
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They thould be taught to know, 1 fay, that
pain and forenefs of the belly, coming on
foon after delivery, unlefs {peedily relieved
by judicious affiftance, will prove mortal in
a few days ! They fthould be taught to know
that thefe complaints are attended with a
fever, which is called the puerperal fever.

I cannot fay how it may be with other
phyficians, but, for my part, I never hear a
childbed-woman complain of a pain and ten-
derncfs of the abdomen, but 1 look upon her

tforder with as much anxiety and circum-
fpetion, as if 1 knew her aGually labouring
under an inflaimmation of the bowels, or a
hernia with a ftrangulated gut; and think it
my duty to be as expeditious in relieving the
one complaint as the other. I have dwelt
the longer on this head, in order to thow the
neceflity there 1s, in this difeafe, of the phy-
fician being made acquainted with its appear-
ance 1n time ; and to apprize the patient and
her attendants, of the great and imminent
danger attending a negle&. Let us, there-
fore, return to the prognoftics,

By
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By carefully attending to the pulfe and re-
{piration, much may be learnt refpecting the
fate of the patient labouring under this dif-
eafe. If the pulfe be very quick, and the re-
{piration frequent and fmall, it portends
great danger. If, on the contrary, the pulfe
become flower, the breathing more free and
full, it is a certain fign of a change for the
better. The degrees of thele are to afcertain

‘the degree of danger, or fafety, of the pa-

tient. A quick pulfe, fingly confidered, is,
at all times, a dangerous {fymptom ; and the
more fo, if very weak and {mall. The con-
trary indicates fafety. If the pulfe does but
once begin to become daily flower and flower,
as from one hundred and twenty-eight to one
hundred and twelve, then to one hundred, or
‘the like, it 1s to be efteemed as one of the
beft figns. But 1if it continue at the fame
‘number, or rather quicken, it always threat-
jen's danger; or if it be found changeable,
being one day quicker and another day flower,
it is ever to be fufpefted. Nay, {o infallible
is the beat of the pulfe, with refpe& to num-
‘ber, that though all the other {ymptoms
fhould abate, aud the difeafe feem to be gone
| off
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off, yet if the pulfations do not decreafe in
proportion, a relapfe, or fome other diforder,
1s to be feared.

A diarrhoea coming on at the beginning,
if followed by a flower pulfe, prognofticates
fafety. But 1if, after evacuations by ftool,
“whether procured by nature or art, the pulfe
fhould not become {lower, it is to be reckon-
ed as one of the moft dangerous {ymptoms.
A perfon feized with this fever having had a
coftive body, during pregnancy, is threatened
with more danger than if the belly had been
regular.

If the difeafe be negleted in the begin-
ning, itis frequently mortal ; but ifaffiftance
be called in due time, 1t often eafily yields to
medicine.

When figns of the malady come on imme-
diately from the time of delivery, it is com-
monly produtive of evil.

If violent pains thoot acrofs, the epigaftric
region, through the ribs to the back, with
a difficulty in breathing, and a quick pulfe,

the
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If the urine continues crude, and of the
fame colour as at the beginning of the difor-
der, it prognofticates 1ll. Turbid urine, of
a clay or yellowith colour, with a thick fe-
diment, tinged with purple or red, 1s a to-
ken of recovery.

A cool foft tkin, as of one in health, un-
lefs it be joined with other favourable marks,
is only a flattering {fymptom.

A frequent difcharge, by vomit, during
the courfe of the difeafe, of a green or black
colour, is generally mortal. Death 1s {pee-
dily to be expefted, when the pulfe becomes
fo quick and weak as {carcely to be numbered,
when the patient throws up every thing that
1s given her, when the ftools flow involunta-
rily, and a cold clammy fweat hangs on the
extremitics. |

CEAP,
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CHAP. il
Of the Dijfections.

WILL make, a few general obferva-

tions, by way of preface. At the time
of death, or fome hours after, the whole aé-
domen was commonly found much fwelled, but
loft, and no way difcoloured, unlefs by the
veins which fometimes branched upon it.
At other times, it was not in the leaft tume-
fied, but had rather the contrary appearance,
being funk down and flat: this feems to
happen moftly in thofe cafes where there hath
been a profufe diarrhoea, during the courfe
of the difeafe. Upon cutting into the abdo-
men, the membrana adipofa, abdominal muf-
cles, and peritonzum, were always found in
a found ftate, except where it is otherwife
exprefled. All the bodies were opened about
twenty-four hours after death. The manner
in which I propofe treating this part of my
difcourfe is, firft to give a general hiftory of
the cafe, and then the difle¢tion. In doing
this, I fhall confine myfelf entirely to the

{ymptoms of the difeafe, or fuch other circum-
E 2 {tances
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{tances as might happen to the patient before
delivery ; and which may tend to illuftrate
more fully the nature of the cafe. 1 fhall
not, at prefent, make any obfervations upon
the morbid appearances after death, but leave
the reader perfely free to draw his own con-
clufions,

CASe R ]

The patient, who is the fubject of this
difleGtion, had an eafy labour, and this was
her fecond lying-in. The pains were fevere
all over the lower part of the abdomen, which
was affe@ed by the {flighteft touch, but parti-
cularly in the right iliac region. A loofenefs
attended from the beginning, and the dif-
charge was fetid. A vomiting alfo came
on, at the fame time, firft of a green, and
afterwards of a blackith colour. Both the
purging and vomuting continued to the laft.
‘The urine was, at the beginning, high co-
loured ; but afterwards changed to a more
brown colour with a crude fediment. The
pulfe, from the firft, was at onc hundred and
thirty-fix and weak, and before fhe died, fo
quick and {mall as {carcely to be numbered.
L There
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There was a difficulty in breathing, owing,
- as fhe faid, to the acute pain in the abdomen,
- which was greatly increafed every time fhe
. drew in her breath, The tongue was white,
and there was much thirft, and fever. She had
a pain 1n her head, and could get no reft. The
day before fhe died the thought herfelf much
better. She ufed to complain of a pain 1n
her belly, for {fome time before the was deli-
vered, but was, otherwife, in health. She
was {trongly prepoffefled with a notion, for
a long time before delivery, that fhe thould
die 1n childbed. There was no hiccough,
nor fubfultus tendinum ; neither was the deli-
rious, but retained her mental faculties per-
fectly to the time of her death. The difeafe
proved mortal on the {eventh day after de-
lLivery.

DissecTioN.

The abdomen was not {welled. Upon ex-
pofing the wviféera a quantity of fetid liquor
difcharged itfelf, which was found floating
among the inteftines and in the pefvis. The
omentum was greatly inflamed, and partly in
a mortified ftate.  On the nght fide, a little

below
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below the thort ribs, part of the omentum was
thickened, and very much gangrened, and,
when fcarified with the knife, difcharged a

quantity of ftinking liquor, which feemed to
be contained in cells. "The inteftines were not
diftended with air, as 1s generally the cafe in
this difeafe, but adhered to each other asif they
had been flightly glued together.  Small por-
tions of a whitith or yellow {ubftance, feem-
mgly fat, ftuck here and there between the
folds of the teftines, as if they had been
pafted to them. The inteftines were in general
inflamed, but particularly on the left fide of
the abdomen, where there alfo feemed to be a
tendency to a gangrene. 'The vagina, and ex-
ternal parts were unhurt,  Fhe wferus was
perfectly found, and contratted into a {mall
compaifs, and lay concealed within the cavity
of the pelvis. Nothing remarkable was ob-
-~ {erved in any of the other abdominal wvifcera.
The contents of the #horax were not exa-
mined.

CASE
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C. 4.8 B 1L

The {ubje&, of this diflection, was
twenty-one vears of age, and this was
her firft child. She had a fafe and eafy
labour. She was a healthy woman, except-
ing a flight pain in her left fide, and a little
difficulty in breathing, which fhe complain-
ed of, for a month or fix weeks before the
was brought to-bed. The difeafebegan, on the
fecond, or third day after delivery, with a vio-
lent pain and tendernefs all over the addomen.

[ Thefe {ymptoms were accompanied with a fe-
ver, and {evere thooting pains acrofs the pit of
the ftomach and fides. There was a cough and
difficulty in breathing. A vomiting attended,
from the beginning, firft, of a green, and af-
‘terwards of a dark coloured matter; pretty
much the {ame, as was afterwards found, in
the flomach, upon difletion. The vomiting
continued till death. At firlt the belly was
coftive, but afterwards loofe, and the ftools

‘were fomewhat black and fetid. The abdo-

menz was a good deal {welled. ‘The urine

was of a brown colour, and had a crude
brown
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brown fediment. Once the {fediment changed
to a whitith colour, but returned agam to a
brown. The tongue was dry, and the thirft
great. 'The pulfe at firft beat one hundred
and forty in the {pace of a minute, and was
weak, but, before death, it reached one hun-
dred and fixty, and was {carcely to be felt.
Profufe fweats came on at the beginning of
the difeafe, but as it increafed they went off.
There was no delirium, fubfultus tendinum,
nor hiccough. She died, in great agonies,
on the eleventh day after delivery.

DissecTioN.

The abdomen was much tumefied. Upon
penetrating into its cavity, there rufthed out
a quantity of fetid air, and a liquor, of the
fame odour, mixed with pus. The omentum
was found in a gangrenous ftate and thin,
having loft the greateft part of its fat. The
mortification had particularly feized the infe-
rior portion of the omentum, which was
dragged down, towards the left fide, fo as
to reach into the pelvis, and, by the diften-
tion of the inflated inteftines underneath,

was
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was prefled clofe, in that part, againt the os
 pubis. The f{tomach and inteftines were
- greatly diftended with air, particularly the
former. The cacum was alfo much inflated,
" but contained little elfe than air: the few ex-
crements, that were in it, were thin, and of -
a dark colour. In the ftomach was found a
quantity of thick, blackifth fluid. The vef-
fels on the furface of the inteftines and fto-
mach, were, 1n different places, diftended
with blood. The inteftines flightly adhered
to each other, as if pafted together, and {mall
parcels of a fatty fubftance, of the fame kind
as thofe mentioned before, ftuck faft, in
various places, betwixt their feveral convo-
lutions, and, in {fome meafure, glued them
together. The uterus was in a found ftate,
and lay hid, within the pe/vis. Both lobes
of the lungs were inflamed, and fomewhat
black, particularly in their moft de-
pendent part. No alteration was found in
the pleura. Nothing particularwas difcovered
in any of the other vifcera.

I CASE
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C: AN BTN

The perfon, who is the fubje® of the pre-
{ent diffeCtion, was thirty-four years of age,
and this was her fecond childbirth. She had
an eafy labour, and made no complaints, ei-
ther before or after delivery, till the third
day. She began with a fhivering, fucceeded
by a fever. This was followed by an acute
pain all over the abdomen, but efpecially over
the region of the ftomach, fhort ribs, and
down to the fpine. A thortnefs of breath,
and vomiting attended. ‘The difcharge was
gregn. 'The belly was neither coftive, nor
loofe. She preferved her fenfes entire. No
hiccough, nor fubfultus tendmum came on.
The difeafe terminated fatally, on the fixth
day, after childbirth.

DisseEc TION,

The belly was greatly {welled. The fkin
of the whole body was of a tawny, or yellow-
ith hue. Upon viewing the abdominal con-
tents, the omentum was found greatly morti-

fied,



PUERPERAL FEVER. 43

fied. A yellow, fetid liquor, with a mix-
ture of pus, filled the pefvis, and floated among
the inteftines. The whole inteftinal canal
~ was diftended with fetid air, but particularly
- the great flexure of the colon. A general in-
flammation appeared {cattered, in various
parts, over all the inteftines. The ftomach
was not diftended with farus, but lay con-
cealed under the liver, which was of an ex-
traordinary magnitude. It had puthed itfelf,
as 1t were, high up into the cavity of the
thorax, and carried the diaphragm along with
it; to which it adhered fo firmly, in its whole
convex furface, as not to be feparated. In
the right lobe was found a very extenfive ab-
fcefs, filled with hydatides, {wimming in a
fluid which was void of all {mell. The hy-
datides were perfe&tly round, and of various
magnitudes, from the fize of a hen’s egg, to
that of a hazel-nut, They were compofed
of a thick gelatinous fubftance, fomewhat of
a brown colour, but pretty tranfparent, and
fo firm as not to- be deftroyed by handling.
The reft of the liver appeared to be quite’
found. The gall-bladder was pretty large,
and full of bile. The lungs were of a re-

markably fmall fize,- denfe, and livid ; they
did
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did not adhere to the pleura. The uterus was
quite contratted, and lay concealed within
the pefvis: its fubftance was fomewhat
thicker than ordinary, but of a firm texture,
and perfeitly {ound.

G 5k LY

'T'his was her fecond lying-in, and the was
" about twenty-cight years of age. She had
complained of pains in the abdomen, for fome
time before delivery, and told her compa-
nions afterwards that fhe had got a hurt
i her belly, but did not defcribe the
manner how, or the particular part where the
had received the injury. However, {he made
no complaints to her phyfician till about the
firlt or {fecond day after delivery, when fhe
was {cized with a fever, and fevere pain and
forenefs all over the hypogaftric region, at-
tended with a vomiting.  The matter thrown
up wasat firflt of a yellow colour, but in the
progrefs of the difeafe changed to a green.
A diarrboea came on at the {ame time, which
continued till death. The belly was never
iwelled, but, in a manner, quite emaciated,

The
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The pain ceafed, a day or two, before the
died. The difeafe proved mortal on the
eighteenth day after delivery.

PDissecTION.,

The abdomen was not tumefied, but quite
thrunk. The wifcera being expofed to view,
the whole omentum appeared in a gangrenous
{tate. ‘The lower part reached down into the
pelvis, and was entirely mortified, and had a
moft offenfive {mell. Its under furface lay
upon the aterus, its upper ftuck, as if glued,
againft that part of the @ddomen near which
the mufcult pyramidales take their origin, or
rather a little more to the left fide. It had
tinctured the external furface of the wterus
with a variety of dark brown fpots, fo as to
make it appear variegated, or marbled ; and
had infeéted with an a&ual gangrene the pe-
ritoneum and mufcular fleth, at the place,
‘above the pubis, juft now mentioned. It had
alfo made an imprefiion, of the fame nature,
upon the ovaria, and Fallopian tubes. The
omentum likewife adhered clofely, through
the whole compafs of the ebdomen, to the
peritoneym above, and the inteftines below,

a3



46 A TREATISE o~ THE

as if pafted to them. On the right fide, in
the iliac region, . an abfcefs had formed in the
fubftance of the omentum, which, being
opened, difcharged a quantity of purulent
matter. A general inflammation had {pread
itfelf, over the coats of the mteftines, 1n va-
rious parts, and 1n fome places they feemed
to be changed to a dufky colour. The fub-
{ftance of the asferus, votwithftanding the
difcoloration on its furface, upon diffeétion,
appeared altogether firm and found; it
was properly contracted into a {fmall com-
pafs, and lay funk within the pefvss.  There:
was no fetid water, nor any other liquor,
found within thec cavity of the abdomen, ex-
cept a very fmall quantity which moiftened
the bottom of the pelvis. The inteftines,
the omentum, and all the other parts within
the abdomen, were remarkably dry; much
more {o than in any other body, which I have
{cen opened, affeted by this difeafe. Neither
was there any kind of flatus confined within
the cavity of the abdomen, or inteftines.” Yet
the parts difeafed, in this fubjed, were con-
taminated with fuch a gangrenous ftench,

as fcarcely to be endured, '

CASE
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livery. She retained her fenfes perfeétly to
the end, and expired in great agony.

DisseEcTioN.

The abdomen was {welled. Upon laying
open its cavity, the omentum appeared very
much inflamed, and fomewhat gangrened.
All its fatty fubftance was nearly deftroyed,
{eemingly by fuppuration, and little remain-
ed, of that vifcus, except a thin membranous
web with pretty large veffels, branching over
it, diftended with black blood. In fome
places this thin web was worn, as it were,
quite through ; being found perforated with
holes. A yellow fetid liquor mixt with pus,
and minute pieces of a fatty fubftance, were
found in the cavity of the abdomen and pelvis;
but moftly in the latter. The {tomach and
inteftines were greatly inflated, and had their
capillaries, here and there, diftended with
blood. The latter {lightly adhered to each
other, and had the fame fort of fatty fub-
{tances pafted, in divers places, betwixt their
feveral convolutions, which have been de-
fcribed above.  The lungs were found in an

inflamed
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inflamed ftate.  The wferus was quitﬂ
found and contraGed, and lay concealed
within the cavity of the pefvss. Nothing
remarkable was obferved in any of the other

vilcera.
C A E LV

'This patient made no complaints before
delivery, but after her death T learnt that, du-
ring her maiden ftate, fhe had been fubjeét to
profufe, and dangerous, uterine hemorrha-
ges. Her age was twenty-fix years, and this
was her fecond lying-in. She was fafely de-
livered about ten o’clock in the morning, and
was feized the next day about feven in the
evening. She complained of a violent pain
and great {orenefs all over the abdomen, from
the os pubis up to the cartilago enfiformis, at-
tended with a fever. Though the pain was
thus general, yet fome particular parts were
affected more than others. The pit of the
ftomach was the chief feat of pain, the next
was in both 1liac regicms tending upwards to
the thort ribs, and the other was direétly
above the fympbyfis of the os pubis. No ri-

gor, or fenfe of cold, preceded the attack.
G The
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The pain, at the pit of the ftomach, ftruck
acrofs the thort tibs, and down into the back.
The belly was very little fwvelled at the be-
ginning, but a good deal {o before death;
yet always remained foft. She had no pain
in making water. There was no fenfe of
heat, or throbbing, about the region of the
uterus, or vagina. 'The difeafe began with a
diarrhoea, and the difcharge was fetid, and
frothy. During the whole ftate of pregnan-
cy; her body was always very coftive. There
was a pain in the head, principally in the
fore part. Her thirflt was very great. The
tongue kept moift, and white, till the day be-
fore the died, when it became red and dry.
Her pulfe from the beginning was very weak,,
and beat at the rate of a htundred and fixty
times in a minute ; and at length became fo
quick, and {mall, as not to be counted. The
ikin was temperate.  Sometimes general
{weats broke out, but in common they were
partial; being confined chiefly to the face,
neck, and breaft. ‘The /lichia, for the firlt
two or three days of her diforder, were of'a
JI'OPEI’ colour, and in {ufficient quantity; aft
terwards they diminithed in both, but néver

quite left her till fhe died, She had a very
{mall
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{mall flow of milk. Her breathing was dif-
ficult: the infpirations were very quick and
{mall, and increafed her pains. She had no
{pitting, nor complained of any cough, till
the was afked very particularly about that
circumftance, and then fhe faid fhe had a
little incitement, to cough,now and then. The
urine at firft was very high coloured, which
I attributed to the flow of the /lochia ; for as
they diminithed it changed to a brown co-
lour, attended with a crude fediment, both
which continued till death. She got no reft
till the fecond or third night, and was dif-
turbed out of her fleep by dreaming that her
phyfician came to her bed-fide, and bade her
put out her tongue, theimpreffion of which was
{o ftrong, that fhe immediately put out her
tongue, and awoke ; her flumbers in general
were fhort, and interrupted by dreams of va-
rious kinds. On the fourth day, of her dif-
order, the vomited flightly twice; the dif-
charge was fmall in quantity, and of a dark
colour: fhe vomited no more after this ex-
cept once, which was near the time of her
death, and what the threw up was very {mall
in quantity, and of a dark yellow. Iwas much
furprifed to find that every thing the took {taid

G 2 with
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with her, and that no continual vomiting
came on, as is ufual in this difeafe, when it
proves fatal, which I could not account for
till the body was opened; when the ftomach
was found fo greatly diftended as to be ren-
dered, in a manner, quite paralytic. She
cnmplained much of wind in her bowels.
The alvine difcharge, at the latter end of her
~ diforder, was not {o offenfive in {mell as at
firft. It was of a dark yellow colour, very
much refembling the liquor that was after-
wards found, in the ftomach and inteftines,
upon difle€tion.  She retained her fenfes to
within a very few hours of her death, when
the became fomewhat delirious. The teeth
contratted no foulnefs, neither did the eyes
fuffer that change which is obfervable in ma-
ny other fevers. No hiccough, nor fudfiltus
tendinum came on. The day before the ex-
pired, the pains entirely ceafed, and fhe
thought herfelf better; but this was only a
‘prelude to a general diffolution: for the fhort-
nefs in breathing increafed, the pulfe became
weaker and weaker, a cold {weat fupervened,
and clofed the icene on the fixth day after de-
fivery ! |

Dis-
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DissSECTION.

Thebody was very much {welled. Branches
of veins appeared on each fide, running from
the groin upwards, and were of a lively
green. Upon difplaying the contents of the
abdomen, the {mallinteftines were feen greatly
diftended with air.  On the right fide of the
abdomen they appeared of a filver colour, with
their capillaries, filled with blood, fcattered
here and there over their furface. On the
left {ide they had loft a good deal of that fil-
ver brightnefs, had put on a dutky
colour, and had theirr coats more thick-
ened on this fide than the other. That
part of the inteftinal canal lying in the centre
of the abdomen, immediately above the os pu-
bis, laboured under a recent circular inflam-
mation, of about four fingers breadth dia-
meter, but without any excoriation, or lofs
of fubftance, and a quantity of pus was found
adhering to the integuments that lay over it.
No appearance was to be {een of the liver, or
colon 3 thofe two wvifcera being quite hid by
the great inflation of the fmall inteftines, and

' {tomach,
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ftomach.  This laft vifeus was inflated to an
amazing degree. It came {weeping down .
from under the ribs, of the left fide, and
filled the whole ferobiculus cordis. It prefled
{o ftrongly againft this part, that, when the
integuments were divided, it ruthed out, and
being confined . by the nbs on each fide,
formed the appearance of a bladder filled with
air, of a triangular thape, its apex pointing
upwards. The winding of the inteftines ran
up clofe to the bafe of this triangle, and prefi-
ed agamnft it. The omentum was drawn, or |
pufthed, quite up, and lay rumpled upon the
great arch of the colon. It was very thin,
little remaining except its membranous part.’
On the right fide, a portion of it, extending
from below the thort ribs, was highly in-
flamed, and, in fome meafure, gangrened.
'T'hat part, on the left fide, which is fixed to
the longitudinal feiffure of the {pleen, was
tound in the fame ftate. And that portion
of the ementum, which 1s conneéted to the
convex fide of the upper extremity of the
{tomach, was alfo much inflamed. A large
veflel, diftended with blood, furrounded the
great arch of the ftomach, like a garland, and
fent off branches which fpread themfelves up-

on
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on the omentum. Minute capillaries likewife
ran branching from the omentun upon the ex-
terhal coat of the colon. Towards the upper
extremity of the {tomach, on the back part,
an inflammation, of an oblong fhape, had
taken place, {preading about two or three
inches. Upan opening the ftomach; its ruge
were found quite obliterated ; 1t contained a
great deal of air, and a quantity of thick hi-
quor, of a dark yellow colour. The intef-
tines did not adhere to each other, neither
were there feen any of thofe portions of fat,
mentioned in {fome of the former diflections,
idhering between their various circumvolu-
tions. They contained a great deal of air,
and pretty much 'the fame fort of fluid as
was found in the cavity of the {tomach, only
of a thicker confiftence. The liver was of a
maller fize than common, of a pale co-
lour, as if it had been boiled, and its {ub-
ftance was very tender. The gall-bladder
was fmall, and half filled with thin bile.
The uterus was lefs contracted, i1n this {ub-
ject, than 1 have generally obferved in thefe
cafes, and lay flabby, and loofe, in the cavity
of the pe/vis; but, in other refpects,” it was
serfely found. The placenta had adhered
to
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to its upper part, and a dark coloured mucus
lined its whole cavity. Above a quart of
yellow liquor; mixed with pus, was found in
the cavity of the abdomen and pelvis.  Both
lobes of the lungs were blackith, and affected
with inflammation. A prettylarge quantity,of
thin bloody liquor, was found in each cavity of
the #horax. On the left {ide the lungs adhered,
by a few membranous ftrings, to the pleura,
near the middle of the thorax, towards the
ipine, but no where elfe. The pleura did
not appear to be inflamed 1n any part. Up-
on piercing the pericardium, a good quantity,
ofreddifh colouredferousfluid,difchargeditfelf,
A long polypous concretion was found in the
right ventricle, which did not adhere to the
fides, butlay entangled among the tendinous
fibres of the valvule femilunares.

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV,
Of the Cure.

§ 1.

Y SHALL divide the cure into two parts:

Under the former,'will be comprehended:
the more fimple method of treatment; and
under the latter the more complex:

The patient, at the beginning, is generally
coftive, having had no {tocl from the time of
delivery. ~ 1f this -be attended with the
mildeft degree of the difeafe, a fimple emol-
-lient opening clyfter, will often procure two
or three ftools, and give immediate reliefi
If the inje&ion produce no evacuation, it is
feldom of any fervice.. In fome habits of
body, where the bowels are delicate, a me-
dicine of this kind wall caufe five, or fix mo-
tions. 'The great advantage of the clyfter is,
thatit generally caufes animmediate difcharge,
without lofs of time, which is a matter of
fome confequence in this diforder. And if

it thould not remove the malady, yet it opens
H she
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the way for the more powerful means which
are to follow. The chief objeftion to clyf-
ters is, left their introdu&tion thould 'hurt
the parts fo lately affe@ted by the labour.
This may fometimes be the cafe, if a great
tendernefs fhill remain, or if they thould be
adminiftered by an injudicious perfon ; but,
in general, 1 feldom hear the patient com-
plain of pain from the ufe of injetions.
They are undoubtedly, at all times, rather
difagreeable, and may, with great propriety,
be frequently omitted.

If the patient do not find herfelf greatly
relieved by this fimple treatment, or if a
clyfter thould be thought unneceffary, then
recourfe muft be immediately had to cathar-
tics. A folution, of the fa/ catharticus ama-
rus, in water ; the oleum ricini y the tartarum
emeticum 3 and the vinum antimoniale 3 are
what I have found to an{wer the purpofe
beft. 'The two former, are the mildeft,
and muft be repeated till they procure'a
_ thorough evacuation, without which they are
of no ufe. Of the aleum ricin, 1 generally
give one ounce at the firft, and half an
ounce every three hours afterwards, till

{fome
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fome effe be produced : but the firft quan-
tity generally runs through the bowels

pretty quickly, which is the great advantage
attending this medicine.

When the fartarum emeticum, or vinum
antimoniale, are made ufe of, they are to be
given n {mall dofes, every two or three
hours, till they pafs through the inteftinal
canal ; otherwife they will anfwer no other
purpofe than to amufe the patient, and de-
ceive the preferiber. For though they might
promote {weat, and thereby eafe the patient
for the prefent, yet when the difeafe is vio-
lent, it feldom goes off properly without a
plentiful difcharge by fteol. We are to
judge of the evacuation neceffary to be made,
by the quality and quantity of the dilcharge,
the abatement of the pain, and the ftrength
of the patient. It may not here be amfs
“to obferve that, previous to any alvine eva-
cuation, it is proper to inquire of the pati-
ent, whether the body be eafily foluble or
not ; that the nature and dofe, of the cathar-
tic medicine, may be more judicioufly adapted
“to the circumf{tance of the cafe,

H 2 Seon
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~Soon after ftools have been procured, the
patient ge11erally finds an immediate relief
from pain, kind {fweats come'on, gentle flum-
bers fucceed, and the pulfe becomes more
calm, and flow. I commonly prefer giving
the tartarum emeticum, in a liquid ftate, to ‘
the form of a powder; becaufe it is more plea-
fant to take that way, and the dofe can be more
eafily afcertained. The following prefcrip-.
tion may ferve as an example of what 1 mean :

B Tart. emet. gr. iv.
1 Ag. pur. 3vijls.
Syr. caryoph. rubr. 31{s. Mifce.

Hujus cochleare unum, vel alterum, pfaﬁ)m:;
. affumendum ; “interpofitifque ‘horis duabus tri-
Dufve, idem medicamentum ¢ff repetendum,
donec alvus apte refponderit,

‘After the inteftinal canal is fufficiently
‘cleared, and the pain abates, a gentle diapho-
refis 1s to be encouraged by fuch medicines
as neither bind the body, nor are heating ;
both which are very pefnicious. ‘This in-
tention feems beft anfwered by fmall dofés
of specacoanba, tartarum emeticum, or the

: vinum
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winum antimoniale;, combined with a gently
dofed opiate, and given about once, or twice,
in the courfe of the twenty-four hours. In
the intermediate fpaces of time, the phyfi-
cian may interpofe the faline draughts of
Riverius *. 'Thefe draughts, in-order to
be of any fervice, fhould be repeated often,
and may be given either in the aét of effer-
vefcence, or otherwife, as the prefcriber {hall
think proper. 'They may anfwer feveral
‘purpofes; they may operate as antifeptics,
and affift in deftroying the putrefcence lodged
in the bowels; they may alfo provoke urine,

* The prefcription, of this celebrated author, in his
gchapter on peftilential fevers, ftands thus: * Sal qbfinthic
ad 3j. in fucci limonum recentis cochleari exhibitum.”
"But here, in all probability, is a typographical error of
35, for 5j. And what feems to confirm this opinion is, that
afterwards the fame kind of remedy is again propofed, for
the cure of the very fame complaint (a continual vomiting)
and comprehends a more perfect defcription of the medi-

" cine, than the former, as follows: * )L Salis abfint. 5.

Sfucci limonum  recentis cochl. j. mixta fuerunt in, ipfo
cochleari, & exhibita.” Centur.1. Obf. xv. And I meet
with the like quantity of alkali and acid, as in this laft

_ prefcription, ordered in another place of the works of this
author. Centur. 11. 0bf. xcix. The proportion, there-
fore, which I here mean to recommend, is the quantity of
gue {cruple of the falt, to half an ounce of the juice.

ang
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and help to quench thirft; and they have
this further advantage, that they nei-
ther bind, nor heat the body. 1 have fre-
quently ordered the patient to drink a tea-cup
full of chamomile-tea every hour, which
anfwered, I thought, the above good inten-
tions very well; and, at the fame time,
feemed to quict any {pafmodic conftriétions
in the bowels, which the patient might labour
under, and affifted to keep up a regular dif-
charge through the fkin,

If preceding, or during the evacuations
above-mentioned, a ficknefs at the ftomach,
or vomiting fhould attend, the patient muft,
firft of all, aflit the efforts of nature, by
drinking plentifully of chamomile-tea, warm
water, or any other diluting liquor, fo as
perfeétly to cleanfe the {ftomach. And then
the reft of the cure, muft be conduted, in
the manner recommended above,

The common drink thould be of a mild,
cooling, and diluting nature. 1f the fkin be:
- dry and hot, the thiurft great, and fever
urgent, the liquors may be drunk cold. But
if the patient perfpire, then they fhould be

taken
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taken lukewarm. Pure water with a toaft
in it; barley-water, either by itfelf, or with.
the addition of a little nitre ; whey made
with rennet or vinegar; milk and water; le-
monade ; a flight infufion of malt * ; mint, or
fage-tea; are the proper kinds of drink. 1
have frequently known the patient earneftly
defire a draught of cold fmall-beer, to which
1 have confented, after quahfying it a little
with a toaft; and fhe generally drank it with
great pleafure, and feemingly with advantage,
finding herfelf much refrefthed by it.

The patient muft ftriétly abftain from all
caudle, {pices, wine, {pirityous waters, heat~
ing medicines, and cordials of every kind;
whether under the denomination of com-
forters, {trengtheners, revivers, expellers of
wind, promoters of the /ochia, relievers of
after-pains,or under any other fpecions title
whatever, which the good women are too
apt to beftow upon them, and, thus igno-
rantly adminifter to the deftruction nf’ the
unhappy patient.

* A gallon of boiling water, to a qnart;nf ground
malt,
Reft
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Reft of body, and tranquillity of mind;
are of the utmoft confequence to all thofe
labouring under the puerperal fever ; becaufe
they are always, at fuch times, very eafily
affeted. 'They fhould be kept as free from
noife as poflible, and fthould not be difturbed
by company. Every piece of ill news, or
any other thing that might give them the
leaft uneafinefs, or furprife, thould be care-
fully concealed from them, till ftrength of
body, and firmnefs of mind be fufficiently
reftored. For the fame reafon al{o, too much
light is hurtful; the room, therefore, at firft
thould be darkened, and the light be only
admitted according as the patient is able to
bear it. ‘The fame rules thould likewife be

obferved, after every delivery, whether the

perfon labour under a fever or not.

The clothes of puerperal women fhuuld‘-:

be frequently changed for clean, dry, warm
ones; left by retaining 4 great quantity of

putrefcent fteams, they fhould add fuel to

the diforder. Indeed neatnefs, and clean-
linefs fhould, at all times,. be particularly.

attended to, after every childbirth. For this

purpofe, a thort jacket-like fhift, reaching
only as low as the navel, as Baron wvar
SWIETEN
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SwIETEN rightly obferves?, might be fo
contrived as to have a detached piece of cloth
faftened to it to wrap round the inferior
parts, and to be eafily taken off, or put on,
as occafion requires, without fatiguing the
patient. In changing the linen, great care
thould be taken that the accefs of cold air,
under the bed-clothes, be prevented.

- All kinds of bandage, upon the ttunk of
the body, muft likewife, in this malady, be
carefully avoided; left by their preflure upon
the tender @bdomen, and inflamed vifcera,
they fhould help to increafe the diforder.
And it fhould be always remembered, that
a compreflion of the abdomien, after any
childbirth, is very prejudicial; for reafons
which will appear more fully hereafter,
when we come to treat of the caufes of

this difeafe.

Let me add, to thefe dire&tions, that all in-
fants, after delivery, when cleaned and placed

in bed, thould always be put to the breaft, as
foon as ever they begin to cry, or {how

* Comment, in Boerh., Aphor, Tom. iv. pag. 6:06.
| any
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any figns of uneafinefs, though it fhould
happen only a few hours after they are born,
This pradice is very beneficial, both to the
mother and the child. Itopens the lactiferous
duds, caufes an eafy and gradual flow of
milk, and often prevents pam and forenefs
of the breafts, which frequently arife from
an accumulation, and ebftrution of the lac-
teal fluid. And, to a new-born infant, the
mother’s milk is both food, and phyfic.

Great regard muft alfo be paid to the {tate
of the air in which the fick perfon breathes.,
The room fhould be large, and kept very*
cool. Frefh air, in warm, or even tempe;
rate weather, fthould be let into: it, by an
opening at the windows, or door, every day.
The chief caution neceflary, with refpedt
to this laft direétion, is to prevent a thorough
current, or the air blowing direcly upon the
place where the patient lies. The covering,
upon the bed, fhould be no thicker than
what the patient has been ufed to, when in
health. The bed-curtains fhould be kept
pretty open, to give the fick woman an op~
‘portunity of breathing a pure atmofphere.
1 do not objeit to having a fire, pro-

vided-
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vided it be not fo large as to over-heat
the apartment. A {mall fire 1s of fervice;
it ats as a ventilator, by carrying off the
impure air along with the fmoke, and cauf-
g a quick fucceflion of freth air into ‘the
room. Some regard, in relation to thefe
general rules, muit always be paid to cuftom.
A perfon, for inftance, who has always
been ufed to lie very warm, is not to be fo
much expofed as one who has been accuf-
tomed to lie more cool: yet fuch an one is
not to be kept hotter, after delivery, than
ufual. The author does not mean to recom-
mend, bt to avoid extremes; and to be al-
ways guided, according to the different cir-

cumitances of the cafe.

- 'The cuftom of confining lying-in women,
in an over-heated air, and to a warm regimen,
,is frequently attended with the moft fatal
confequence. It renders the whole nervous
fyftem extremely irritable, creates thirft,
caufes frightful apprehenfions, tremors, pal-
pitations of the heart, lofs of {leep, uneafy
dreams, febrile heats, premature and hurtful
{weats, pains of the head, miliary eruptions
on the tkin, and fevers of the moft danger-

ous kind. Yet how often do we find this

12 bane~
e
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baneful method put in pra&tice! How care-
ful are the good women to ftop up every
crevice, and keep out every breath of air!
How anxious in heaping clothes upon the
bed, {o that the poor patient can hardly
breathe under them ! How cautious left the
curtains of the window, or bed, fhould
be withdrawn ! How obfervant in keeping
up great fires in the room ! And, that the in-
ternal ftate of the patient may correfpond
with the external, they take care to give her
very liberally of warm caudle, with plenty
of {pices, and all the good cordial drinks they
can think of, and thefe to be fwallowed as
hot as the mouth, and ftomach, can well
bear them! If this be not the readieft way
to caufe inflammations in the bowels, and
other vifcera, and fevers of the worft ten-
dency, in a perfon whofe blood is already
over-heated by a {wift circulation, dyring
the repeated pangs, and throes of labour, I
know not which is, But moft certainly
this is not the way to check the rapid metion
of the vlood; to cool the inflamed body ;
to quench thirft; to cure an aching head;
and to call forth {oft flumbers, and a gentle
breathing through the fkin.  Reafon, experi-

SRR YS! Facey
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ence, the infpe&tion of the bodies of thofe
who have died after puerperal difeafes, all
plead ftrongly againtt it.

Miliary fevers, and others of the like kind,

are reckoned very common to lying-in wo-
men. Yet I am perfuaded, from manifold

experience, that thefe fevers are more the
oftspring of a heated room, and warm reg-
men, as obferved before’, than of any thing
peculiar to the ftate of childbed-women, 1
have attended more than fourteen hundred
‘women, after their deliveries, in THE '
LONDONLYING-IN HOSPITAL;
yet I do not remember, ever meeting with
an inftance of the miliary fever, 'in that,
koufe. This I attribute partly, to the cool
regimen that 1s {trictly enjoined to be ob-
ferved there; but above all, to the admif=
fion of cool air, which 1s ordered to be let
into the wards, every day, at an opening in
the windows. And probably it is for the fame
reafon alfo, that I have never obferved, in that
gxcellent AsyrLuwm for pregnancy, any ﬁe‘tﬁ-
chice, vibices, exantbemata, veficule, puniticula,
prany other febrile eruptions, joined with the

By - ' ?ain 15. 1.3
krey
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fever of which we are now treatmg‘ But
l'a réturn to the cure.,

After the diforder 1s abated, or even after
it feems to be gone off, a particular atten-
tion muft continue to be paid to the ftate
of the bowels. ‘Thefe muft be kept gently
open, for fome time, till the patient be
quite out of danger. And if there thould
be a relapfe, the treatment muft be the fame
as above deferibed, only adapting it to the
ftrength of the patient, and the particular
circumn{tances that may happen to occur.
But the more effe@ually to prevent a return,
and to reftore the weakened bowels to their
due totie, fmall quantities of chamomile-tea,
or a flight infufion of juniper-berries, may
be drunk, three or four times a day, either
by themfelves, or with a few drops of the
elixir witrioli acidum. After this, a cool-
ing opening diet, ‘with frefh air, bark of
Peru, and gentle exercife, will confirm the
cure, -

- It may probably feem wonderful that o
fimple a treatment, as hath been prefcribed,
fhould be powerful enough to remove fo

terrible a diforder. And I muft needs own
: 5
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it hath often been a matter of agreeable fur.
prife to obferve how readily the difeafe,
though very vialent, wonld yicld to thla
fimple method of cure. Let us from hence,
therefore, draw this conclufion, That it is
not the multiplicity of medicine, but the
knowledge of the caufe, that muft re-
move a difeafe. Herein lies, the great
mark of d1ﬁm&1un, betwixt the phyﬁciam
and the empiric,

The reader may obferve, that, in the eure
of this malady, no regard hath been paid
to the obftrution of the Acbia, nor any
particular remedies propofed for its removal.
All fuch notice hath been purpofely omitted.
The author confiders the obftru&tion of the
lechia, as only the effed, not the caufe of
the difeafe. Take awdy the caufe, and the
effet will ceafe. Or, in eother words,
cure  the difecafe, and the flow,of the
lochig will return of courfe. I the rather
infift upon this, that mot even the leaft
pretext may be found, in this diferder, fox
exhibiting emmenagogues, and uterine me-
dicines, as they are commonly termed,
uch as the pulvis ¢ wyryha compofitus, volatile

{alts,
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falts, diftilled oils, fpirituous waters, and
the like'; which are not only meffetual,
but ‘noxious. The beft emmenagogue,
in a fuppreflion of the lochia, is a cooling
regimen, and a judicious regulation of the
alvine difcharge.

Ed,

WE will now proceed to the tres'ment,
of the difeafe, in its more irregular, and com-
plicated ftate. It hath already been re-
marked, that a diarrboea will {fometimes
commehce at the very beginning . When
this 1s the cafe, it is by no means to be
checked; but we are to affift the beneficent
operations of nature, by ordering the patient
to drink plentifully of mild, aperient liquors.
Barley-water with nitre, lemonade, whey
made with rennet or vinegar, thin water-
gruel, weak chicken-broth, a flight infu-
fion of malt, or a drink compofed of a quart
of barley-water with the addition of two
ounces of thejuice of Seville oranges impreg-
nated with one drachm of falt of tartar, ac-

* Vid. Inflitut. Boeth. §. 1226, pag. 516.
* Page o.
cording
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cording to the different circumftances of the
cafe, are proper on this occafion. They
anfwer three good purpofes; they help to
dilute, corre&, and expel the acrimony
lodged in the prime wie, which nature is
endeavouring to throw oft. If a vomiting,
or naufea, thould accompany the loofenefs,
chamomile-tea thould be given immediately,
and drunk in {uch quantities as to caufe
a plentiful evacuation upwards. And in cafe
thefe methods fhould prove infufficient, to
affift nature in making a thorough difcharge
of the offending matter, recourfe muft be
had to the more powerful means prefcribed
in the former part of this chapter?. The
neceflity of this muft be judged of, by the
nature and quantity of the difcharge,
and the relief the patient receiveth fromy
thence.

If the pain of the hypogaftric region
t{hould be accompanied with violent ftitches
in the fides, or over the pit of the ftemach,
and a pulfe that refifts the finger pretty
ﬂrongly, then bleeding would "be highly
neceflary. The firft quantity fhould rarely

¢ Page 58, 59.
K exceed
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exceed cight ounces, and, in about fix, or
eight hours afterwards, if the pulfe ftill
preferve its ftrength, and the pain continue,
the arm thould be tied up again, and a fecond
quantity drawn from the fame orifice. If
that vein refufe to bleed, then a frefh opéning
may be made in fome other part. We muft be
guided, in our {fecond bleeding, by the appear-
ance of the blood drawn, and the particular
circumf{tances of the patient, confidered both
{feparately, and collectively. When the pulfe,
and ftrength of the patient, are in fuch a ftate
as not to bear much lofs of blood, and yet
indicate fome evacuation that way, cupping
on the thoulders may fupply the place of
venzfeCtion with great advantage. In this
cafe, we thould attend to the rule laid
down by AreTzUs of Cappadocia, and -
have the cupping-glaffes much larger than
what are commonly made ufe of : “¢flo au-
tem magna (cucurbita) omni ex parte lata,

L

dolentem locum ambire valens .

. But it fhuuld. be a-lways_ remembm*pd_-
that bleeding, in the puerperal fever (I fpeak

*De Morb. Acut. curat, Lib. 1. cap. x. pag. 92.
0 with
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with fubmiffion) 1s only to be confidered
as a fecondary relief, though the firft in point
of time, and that the greateft ftrefs is always
to be laid upon evacuations by f{tool.  In the
quantity of bleedings, therefore, allowance
thould always be made for thefe evacuations,
which muft, at all events, take place. This
1s a very nice point to determine, and muft
entirely reft upon the fagacity, and judgfﬁﬁnt:
of the phyfician. An error, on eitherfide,
may be hurtful ; for if bleeding be neglected,
when neceffary, it may increafe the great
tendency which we find to inflammation, not
only in the omentum, but in the lungs, and
other wiftera; and 1if too much blood be
taken away, it may weaken the patient {o
much, as to prevent her fupporting the other
evacuations. And from hence, I imagine,
‘we may account for that contrariety of opi-
nion, which we meet with, among authors,
with refpe¢t to bleeding in generﬁl, 1
the puerperal fever. Some laying it down
as abfolutely neceflary, and others as {trong-

ly oppofing it.

Were I to interpofe my opinion in this
‘matter, I would follow the advice of the in-
' telligent
K 2
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telligent CELsvs, and not {lavithly adhere to
either of thefe tenets; but be, as it were, of
a middle opinion, betwixt the oppofite ex-
tremes*. 1 would fay that there are fome
cafes where bleeding 1s very neceflary, and
others where it is highly improper; and
that thefe will depend upon many contin-
oent circumftances which can only be right-
ly underftood by the fkill, and attention of
the phyfictan. The beft criterion to judge
by, is the pulfe, and period of the difeafe.
if the pulfe be full, and vibrate ftrongly a-
gainft the finger, bleeding is proper at any
period, and under any circumftance; but
more particularly fo in the beginning. But
if the patient hath neglected to call in advice
in due time, by miftaking the difeafe for
. after-pains, or any other malady, then let
the phyfician deliberate, and proceed with
caution. For though there may be a flatter-
ing ftrength in the pulfe, yet a tendency
to a gangrene, 1n the omentum, and other
vifcera, will often follow foon after, and na-
ture will be hurrying on towards a diarrboea,
which feems to be the only way fhe takes,
in order to relieve herfelf from fuch a terrible
d:fafter. If I muft err, therefore, in this

* In prefat. pag. 12.

4 cafe,
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cafe, and who amongft us is free from error ?
““Eft enim bec ars conjecturalis, neque refpondet
et plerumgue non folum conjeltura, fed ctiam
experientia !” * let it be rather, I fay, in point
of bleeding too little, than of bleeding too
much, and in making up the deficiency by
evacuations by ftool.

To return to the pains in the fide: I have
rarcly obferved any figns of expetoration in
this cafe ; for though there is generally more
or lefs of a cough, yet there is feldom
any wheezing, rattling in the throat, or
{pitting, unlefs where the patient has laboured
 under a phthifis pulmonalis, or {fome other
complaint in the breaft, before the difeafe
came on. The way by which nature feems
- toendeavour to relieve herfelf, is a diarrboea,
and fweat. She generally excites both thefe
evacuations, from ‘the firft; and the ftools
are commonly very fetid.

Guided by her operations, thefe have been
the two outlets I have always had in view;
carefully endeavouring to proportion them
to the ftrength of the patient, and the nature

¢ Cell in preefat., pag, 13.
of
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of the alvine difcharge. If the ftools con-
tinued fetid, I purfued that evacuation; if
they became watery, or better conditioned,
I reframned. The diaphorefis. was pro-
moted, by the generalmethods above defcribed.
Wherethe pulfe thowed any degree of ftrength
I always began the cure with bleeding, and
repeated the operation according to the cir-
cumftances of the cafe. At other times, the
pulfe hath been fo very quick and weak, that
I durft not venture to order blood to be
drawn.

Bliftering, under thefe peripneumonic

circumftances, 1s always proper, and can
hardly be difpenfed with. A" veficatory,
as large as the hand, thould be applied the
very firft hour, if pofiible, to that {ide where -
the pain is moft viclent. In the f{pace of
eight or ten hours, if the pains be not allevi-
ated, another blifter of the fame magnitude,
thould be put upon the contrary fide. And
if there be no particular ftitch, but only a ge-
neral oppreflion in breathing, then the plafter
may be laid between the thoulders ; and after-
wards, if occafion require, firft to one fide
and then to the other. Oily, or fperma cets,
emulfions, are very proper helps to quict

’ any
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any cough that may attend; but no other
ftrefs is to be laid upon them. Thefe may
be affifted, by making the patient breathe
over the fteam of hot water, to which a few
grains of camphire, diffolved in a {mall por-
tion of vinegar, have been added.

In this puerperal peripneumony, when,
the pulfe ‘begins to flag, and the difeafe puts
on a putrefcent ftate, the patient muft be
fupported by cordials. For this purpofe,
the fal cornu cervi may be given, joined with
the bark, ‘and foftened with a folution of fper-
ma ceti, to make them go down fmonthly,

r

and not irritate the fauces, or ftomach. * As a
drink, 1 have frequently ordered CLuTTON"S"

febrifuge {pirit, when properly diluted,
which he direts to be prepared in the
fnlluwing manner :

“ B O ﬁa{péur per camp. feg:r:mé preparat.
ol Pitrsoly rect.
Salis an. p. .
Spir. Vini reétificatif]. triplum horum om-
nium, digere per menfem ; & ad ficcis
tatem diftilla *.”

= Vid. A fhort and certain Method of curing continued
Fevers, By Jos. CLuTTon, Edit. 3d. pag. 9.
He
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He advifes fo much of this {pirit to be
put to fuch a quantity of clear fpring water,
as will make it gratefully acid, and then to
be fweetened with fine fugar, according to
the patient’s palate ; and thus you will have,
he fays, as agreeable a liquor, or julep, as can
be defired by a thirfty perfon. I commonly
~ give it, in the proportion of one ounce, toa
quart of water. It generally promotes
{fweat, but fometimes it will rather difagree
with the ftomach. This febrifuge liquor
of CLuTToN is fuppofed to be the famous
Punch which i1s kept as a fecret, by {fome
inoculators, and given to lower the fever
when too violent, and prevent too great an.
eruption of the {mall-pox.

From the recommendation of the radix
fenekae, or polygala Virginiana, in pleuritic,
difcafes, 1 have been induced to try the
efficacy of that root in the cafe now under’
confideration ; but have not yet had fuffici-
ent experience of it, to determine any thing
with certainty. But if what hath been re-
ported of it holds good, it feems to poffefs
qualities that may be ferviceable in this -
complaint, For it is faid to fuperfede, in

3 great
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a great meafure, the neceflity of bleeding;
to operate chiefly by {tool, urine, and per-
{piration, without inflaming the body; all
which are the great intentions, according to
my 1dea, that are principally to be followed
in the cure of the puerperal peripneumony.

When the puerperal fever is thus combined
with a peripneumony, the difeafe becomes
at once very defperate, and requires the ut-
moft {kill, and attention to fave the patient. It
{eems to be no lefs than a general inflamma-
tion of the omentum, inteftines, and lungs,
and {fometimes alfo of the ftomach, com-
mencing nearly at the fame time, and dif-
poled to run quickly into a ftate of gangrene.
Not a moment’s tume 1s now to be loft, but
the cure thould commence, with all the
power of art, within a few hours of the at-
tack, if poffible; otherwife, thediforder makes
fuch rapid progrefs, that the cafe in a fhort
time becomes, i a manner, irretrievable.
This obliges me to repeat, to the attendants
of all lying-in women, what I have men-
‘tioned again and again; namely, that violent
pawns about the abdomen, coming on foon

| after
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after delivery, if negleed or trifled with,
will frequently prove mortal | |

Sometimes ~ ftitches, and difficulty in
breathing, which arife only from flatulencies

in the ftomach, or cofom, will thoot about

the fhort ribs and prove troublefome. They
are eafily diftinguifthed from thofe of which
we have juft now been {peaking, by their
thifting from one place to another, and
the fmall degree of fever that accompanies
them. They are generally attended with
a coftive body, and go off, after procuring
a ftool, by clyiter or otherwife. If the belly
be open at the fame time, they are ecafily
difperfed by a draught prepared with afz
fetida, and a few drops of the Thebaic
tinéture. |

If a cough fhould be troublefome, T mean
- fingly confidered, or 1if there fhould be
a violent pain in the head, then a blifter be-
twixt the thoulders generally gives the moit
relief. In the former cafe, /perma ceti draughts
with nitre often affift the blifter, but are
generally too ineffeCtual of themfelves. A

few
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few drops of the #inétura Thebaica may {ome-
times be added with great propriety. And
now and then 1 have found, after the fever
has gone off and a cough remained with
difficulty in breathing, a {mall quantity
of the tinétura fatida given with a folu-
tion of fperma ceti, or gummi Ammoniacum,
of great fervice : and more efpecially, if there
were any flatulent complaints in the ftomach,
or bowels.

When the pains of the a2domen, in {pight
of the general treatment defcribed in the firft
part of this chapter, continue very {fevere,
we muft call in to our affiftance external
applications. Fomentations, emollient cata-
plaims applied over the whole abdomen, blad-
ders of hot water, {oftening oils either pure
or medicated, fteams of hot water conveyed
to the part, bliftering of the abdomen, may all
be tried in {ucceffion.

When the puerperal fever proves very
violent, whether the difeafe be fingle or com-
bined, it generally terminates in a drarrkoea.
‘This, however, is to be confidered in no other

12 light,
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light, than the kind efforts of nature to re-
lieve herfelf from the diforder within the
abdomen, and to carry it out of the body,
by means of the neareft emunctory ; that is,
the inteftinal canal. T'his the boldly attempts,
by a profufe difcharge. It1sthe laft firuggle,
which nature makes with the difeafe; and
if her ftrength be {fufficient to fupport her
efforts, the may come oft vi&orious. And
this brings us to the conclufion, of the cura-
tive part of our difcourfe, after firft confider-
g how far art may affift nature, in carry-
ing on this great defign. The chief inten-
tions of cure, 1n this critical ftate of the difeafe,
are, to moderate the efforts of nature, with re-
dpect to the profule diarrboea; to endeavour
to keep up the wvis wite, or ftrength of
the patient; and to corret the putrefcent
ftate of the folids and fluids. For this purpofe
an aftringent aatifeptic clyfter fhould now
and then be mjeéted. Emollient, diluting, or
nourithing clyiters are, at the fame time, to be
interpofed, as different circumitances thall re-
quire, but {o as not to over-fatigue the patient.
They may be compofed of chamomile-tea, fat
broth, pure oil, beef-tea, or the like. Thirty

2 | ‘grains
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grains of the pbilonium Londinenfe, with one
grain of the root of ipecacoanba, may be given,
about once in twenty-four hours, 1n the form

of abolus, or ina little fimple cinnamon water.

And an aftringent cordial mixture, may be in
readinefs, to take after every {tool. 1In cafe of
faintnefs, or great finking, red wine and

. water, W1th a few dmps of the fpiritus volatilis
aromaticus, may be given by way of cordial.

The patient muft be fupported by nourith-
ment, which thould be given in {mall quan-
tities and often, as well as by medicine,
Chicken-water, or mutton-broth made weak

and cleared of all its fat, beef-tea, rice-milk,

a little chocolate and milk, or the gelly of
hartthorn, are very proper. For drink

the may take, very frequently, a tea-cup full

of milk and water, or three parts milk and

one of lime-water, or a flight deco&ion

of logwood, or mint-tea, rice-gruel, red wine

and water, or chamomile-tea; and add to
thefe, at any time, a few drops of fpirit of . .
hartfhorn. '

Thefe are the proper helps to moderate
the colliquative difcharge, and to keep up the
firength of the patient. But the moft capi-

tal
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tal point of all yet remains: I mean, to cuf
off the purulent fomes, the chief caufe of ‘the
difeafe (as the difletions feem to indicate)
and reftore the tainted omentum and inteftines
to fomewhat of their perfet ftate. With
this view, after checking the loofenefs by
the above methods, I have thrown in, be-
tween whiles, as muchPeruvian bark as 1 durft
venture on, guarded by aromatics and
opium. When the diarrboea returned,
then the bark was omitted, till that com-
plaint was mitigated; and fo alternately.
In fuch a dilemma what can the power of
art do more than give nature an opportunity
to throw off, at intervals, the morbid fur-
charge, and, in the intermediate {pace of time,
to endeavour to keep up the vis vite, and
corret the remaining putrefcence of the folids
and fluids? By thefe means life may gene-
rally be prolonged, and as there muft be dif-
ferent degrees of the diforder, from the flight-
eft to the moft inveterate kind, it may
fometimes be preferved.

But when the difeafe has arifen to fuch a
pitch, as to render the omentum gangrenous,
to mduce a putrefcent ftate upon the intefti-

nal
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nal canal, and to caufe a large quantity of
purulent, and other morbid liquors, to
float among the wifrera; 1s 1t at all
wonderful, that the patient fhould at laft
frequently {ink under this colliquative dif~
charge?! In fuch a defperate cafe, muft
it not require more than the united force of
the whole materia medica, to withftand its
power ! What medicine hath fufficient virtue
to penetrate into the inmoft recefs of the
body, and recover the putrid omentum 2
What plant is efficacious enough, to heal the
morbid inteftines, to revive the finking ftate
of the patient, and draw off the purulent
difcharge from the cavity of the abdosmen 2
Where 1s {uch a remedy to be found ?

Dic, quibusin terris, et eris mibi magnus Apolla*2

1 Virgil, Ecl. iil. ver. 104.

G AT
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The fentiments, of Writers in general, re-

lating to the Caufe of the Puerperal 4
o Fever. '

O render this chapter more ufeful,

I fhall frequently depart a little from
my main fubjet, in orderto give the opinion,
of different authors, with refpect to bleeding
in this diforder; which, as obferved before,
is a point of no {mall controverfy.

HERPP DG ReAdR R

HrirrocrATES 1s the moft ancient phyfi-
cian, whofe works have come down to us ;and
is therefore {urnamed zbe father of medicine.
He was born in Cos, an ifland in the Archipe-
lago, and practifed phyfic principally in Thef-
{aly and Thrace. He flourithed in the time of
the Peloponnefian war, that is,about four hun-
dred and thirty years before theChriftian wra,
It 1s fuppofed to have been five hundred

years:
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years, after his death, beforé his works were
colle&ted together, to form them into a body.
This was done, in the reign of the emperor
Aprian, by two phyficians of Alexandria,
ArtEMIDorUs Carrro, and D16scORIDES.
TheGreek language had {uffered fuchachange,
during that time, that though they were
native Greeks, yet they met with a variety
of wofds which they did not underftand ; and
GALEN charges them with taking too mucht
liberty in changing feveral words of the
text®. Befides this, it is no difficult mattey’
to' imagine that the firft compilers of the
works of HiPPOCRATES, at fogreat a diftance
of time as five hundred years, might meet
with a variety of pieces which did not pro-
petly belong to him, but; being found in-
the fame colleétion, might be miftaken for
his, or at Jeaft be thought worthy of being
bound up along with them. The original
manufcripts alfo, after the compilation was
made, by pafling through a variety of hands,
and mouldering in libraries for centuries to-
gether, muft probably have undergone very
great changes.

* Comment. 1. in Lib, Hirrocr. de Natur. Hom.
Charter. Tom. iii. pag. 97. .
M I'rom

'\ld_"
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From thefe, and a variety of other circum-

ftances, the writings of HiPPocRATES may
not improperly be compared to an ancient

Grecian building of admirable workmanfthip,
but much defaced by length of time. Such
as have been defirous of preferving, or repair-
ing, this beautiful Ionic ftruéture, may be
confidered as having gathered together the
fcattered ruins, and ftuck them into dif-
ferent parts of the building where they ima-
gined they beft correfponded. Others, not
finding materials {ufficient to fupply all the
defects, may be fuppofed to have added fome
of their own carving, or to have fetched them
from the ruins of other antique buildings, of
fimilar ftruture. Hence the whole becomes
ftrangely chequered, and patched. Hence
the divifion of the works of HiPPoCRATES
into true, and {purious; hence alfo the dif-
ference of ftyle, the various readings, the
frequent repetitions, and feeming inconfif-
tencies which are to be found in various parts
of his works,

I have frequently thought, if thefe Grecian |
remains of antiquity were ranged into a pro-
per fyftematical order, with all the various .

readings
4 +
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readings annexed, and the whole enlivened
by a {pirited tranflation, that it would render
them much more ufeful, and caufe them to
be more generally read. In thearrangement,
thofe parts which, by the experience of
many ages, are found to be true, and te corre-
{pond with each other, might, with propriety,
be linked together, though in the original
they be found feparate ; and thofe which are-
not warranted by nature, and repeated obfer-
vation, might be looked upon as fo muchex-
traneous matter, which did not properly be-
long to the building, but was merely adven-
titious, and therefore to be placed by itfelf.

This would be reducing the whole works
of HipPocR A TES to order and truth, ground-

ed upon long practice, which 1is the great
pomnt required. For it matters not whether
fuch a book, or fuch a part of a book,
was written by HiprocraTEs himfelf,
or his difciples; by his father, or grand-
father™; fo long as we can come ata complete

{y{tem of ancient medical {cience, eftablithed
upon the experience of many ages, and many
nations ! In colle®ing the account of the dif-
eafe, whichis the fubject of our prefent inquiry,

* Vid. Le Clerc. Hiltoir. de la Medec. Part 1. chap. xxx.

pag. 239
Mz out
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out of the writings of HiprocrATES, 1 will
endeavour to follow the plan here pointed out,
that the reader may judge hiow far it may an-
fwer; and more. perfectly comprehend my
meaning. I have alfo marked, for the fake of
the curious, thofe parts in the Hippocratic
defcription which more particularly corref-
pond with the paflages in the body of this
treatife, and referred the one to the other
by marginal notes.

HrrrocraTEs hath plainly defcribed the
puerperal fever, though he hath given no

particular name to it, and ﬁl_ppofes it to be
cauled by an obftrultion of the /schia, as we
may learn from the following words: Hy

dz un %ﬁlgaﬂ ol # xm%'c:gcns (?wxem) (fu;a,@me'rm
wsTE Jeby ?:‘UpETmme el cpg:x:r?r sj,va'w, xat THY
?«cr,f;"fgcx ,usjmchar givet. Hy d¢ \Puua"fa GUTTSy
dNYyéely Tav TO gwpa, palga &% iy Tis T Yac=
T P05 «!acr.ﬂa“p‘ el xcx.gd‘.t:ﬂa'aﬂ AANOTE :3‘ &-‘A}LQTE:! %ot
69‘{;}1::-' TaréEh Km}&}ﬁ'lT;ﬂj xetk cgj;gvﬂ‘#fﬂ, KoLl :'ijg;i.
Erara’ musgn T]"EJM.‘?TJ?'I' 7 8o, ity aTe 7 wotAin
mgswa'ﬂ'm*; m::,: U?rcxwgam pénava, el xaxod pue

b Kad voyuds twetat, @c.  CORDEUS fic ad pracedentia
retulit et legit. Charter. Tom. vii. pag. goo,

* When the difeafe hath been left to nature, I have more
than once knowna diarrhoea fupervene about the time here

mentioned. ’
LA pTdy
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I :
napTa AANGTE Xl AANOTE, Hal W5 Gveloy ::-ng__-
Kei dy umiddoi, doxfar of frirepoy Tivar xad
3 # e A
peredaivopivn, Ev Taser Ugws yiverar. Hy 44
! [ 3 3 ~ 3 Fe T | "
- My %1y UVEUGEL ,J‘I:;p_p&fiﬁ auTN 19eUgNs ET!TE_G'.E;‘E'HE %
waui o Aoggrer oi wpukeTau *¥. Sguypol BAnggois
ést & G7e wad offes' aAAor iﬂg:ﬁ}gﬁrm, AANOTE
> i o ! - # Py ()
E)L'T.E:?rarﬁsa Tavta Tm%i: CEPENE TS KUTHY
#al wd'e Exﬂ' av Je TPIUN T frpovss Ta X0iNe T8
3 i b f
wgq;ai::ra fgt;&ge:ﬁ yiverat, Orav wd'e Exm: dud'ayet
~ f > -~ ’ | !
AWPL CITIX % TV GEYLy PLOMAXOY TIGA KATW'
L) I ]
Ny piv odwdns 1y 05 TE 0NN xaJaipsl' ny &4
! il i ? LY L T
QrEYpaTWI NS, 0y Tt QAtypme. Mela &é ga70,
(e '] L 1 s f Rt
FrupiigIas 3 Tats vgipas evwleal uai w*gwﬁﬂw
I R, e _l. E! I - r
padentnpior * Tav npuepny T 1 & opunIem
YUyl Aogéin :-ja;{%mgms @5 & LEQANTY, &aﬁgnm& TEy
xal g‘heﬂ,uam ('}frfrjm 5{423 -';r;’_rp) 2 JineReos
FoAALRIs qUlinas iy iomTas s
L

The text, Iapprehend, will bear the follow-
ing tranflation: 57 verd er purgatio (puer~

* Ewaomsodons. S, Charter. Tom, vii. pag. 9co,

* Kexpinperas. M. S.R. ITbidem.
V.. Hupiwaas. S. Thidem.

* MaaSaxmnpia. S. & F. Ibidem. .

® Iegi Tovau. mwpav.Charter. Tom. vii. cap. xxxvil, pag.7 55.
t+ Megi Twvaur. mgir. Charter. Tom. vii. cap.xl, pag. 752,
§ Iegi Twsause. groar.Charter. Tom. vii. cap. xlv. pag. 755.

pfrfr;)
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perii) mon provenit, proximum eff ut febris
cum borrore* oriatur; & ut venier tumidus*
Sat.  Sin autem eam attigeris, totum corpus
dolorem [entit, et pracipue fi quis ventrem
attigerit S interdum etiam ardor ventriculi 4,
dolorque lumborum 5 urget. Et cibi fafti-
dium ®, & vigilia, & corporis compuntiio adefl.
Poft hec, wvel quinto wvel feptimo die, alvus
turbatur, & que excernuntur nigra funt %, &
interdum perquam mali odoris % ; € urina eam
afini reprafentat. RQuee fi incidunt, yelius 1l
effe videtur *°; curaque habitd mature ad fani-
tatem pervenit . Sinminus autem, periculum
erit, ne et profluvium alvi vebemens fuperve-
niret 2, & purgamenta puerperii fupprimeren=
tur*3. Pulfus arteriarum imbecilli funt, inter-
dum verd etiam celeress modo valentes, mody
exigui **. Hec in principiis morbi patitur, &3
Jic fé habet 5 interpofito autem temporis fpatio,
cave partes facier rubefeunt *s. Ubi ea fieri

* Pag. 3. lin. 7. of this treat. 2 Pag. ¢. lin. 3.

® Pag. 2. lin. 1. ** Pag. 12. lin. 13,

% Pag, 1. lin. 7. ** Pag.16.lin, 10,and 32,16.
+ Pag. 2. lin. 14, and8, 10, ** Pag. 9. lin. 8. and 83, 23.
s Pag. 2. lin. 18, ** Pag. 1c. lin. 23.

® Pag. 8. lin. 10. ** Pag. 5. lin, 17,

7 Pag. 4. lin. 16. 2 Pag. 5. lin. 7.

® Pag. 9. lin. 3.

apparent,
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apparent, leves cibi dandi funt *¢ 5 &, fi aliquid

JSuperat, medicamentum catharticum forbendum
ef 15 fi quidem biliofa (@gra) fuerit, qued
bilem purget 5 fin autem pituitofa, qued pitui-
tam. Deinde locis muliebribus fomenta ™, que
ex odortbus jiunt, admovenda funt; & quee
emolliunt (parSancige) quotidie fuperim-
ponenda ™.  Si verd purgatio puerperii mulierss
quafi ad caput, thoracemque, & pulmones *,
cum impetu fertur (id enim evenit) feepe fatim
moriuntur **, fi illic detineatur.

We have here a pretty accurate and plain
defcription of the puerperal fever, as obferved
by HirrocrATES, which, in moft parts,
exactly correfponds with what has been
faid of it in the firft part of this treatife:
infomuch that had both defcriptions been
written about the fame time, it might have
been difputed which author had borrowed
 from the other. But the truth 1s,  neither
of them, in the leat tittle, copied from the
other; but from mnature alone. Hence
it 1s the fimilarity arifes: from which alfa

¢ Pag. 62.lin.21.20d 63,13. *? Pag. 83. lin, 15.
# Pag. 58. lin. 17, *., Pag. 2, lin. ~x6,
** Pag. 83, lin. 15, " Pag. 33. lin. 3.
- We
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we may léarn, that the operations of nature
upon the human frame, in this difeafe, are
the {ame 1n Britain, as in Greece; and conti-
nue the fame at this day, as they were above
two thoufand years ago! This is likewife
a clear proof of the immutability of the
puerperal fever; that it is an original
difeafe, and hath been prevalent at all
times, and in all climates, and yielded to
the fame method of cure as hath been pre-

{cribed above.

In colleting the defcription of this difeafe,
out of the writings of HiprocrRATEs, it
may be remarked, by confulting the origi-
nal, that I have dropped part of the fentence
which prE:CE:dES the words a*fpugﬁmm ﬂ}mxfm,
as being nearly a mere repetition of what
had been faid before on this fubje, and in-
térrupting the regular flow of the defcription.
It may be faid,. indeed, that this method
of felecting the hiftory of a diforder, out of
the wmks of HIPPOCRATES, is paying
too great ‘a deference to antiquity; and
that, by picking out a fentence here and
there, an accurate and complete defcription
of almoft any difeafe, might be drawn up

and prefented to the reader. To this I an-
; {wer,
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fiver, that it is not fo, in the prefent cafes
for I have inferted nothing, in the defcription,
but what 1s regularly claffed under the head
of obftruéted /lochia, the true caufe, in the
opinion of HiprocrRATEs, of the malady
under confideration. In a word, I have
done nothing mere than brought together,
the different parts of the defcription, into
one point of view, which in the original are
feparate and diffufed, in order to place them
in a ftronger light; a piece of juftice, in my
opinion, due to the divine old man, whofe
concife manner of writing does not favour
.tautology, how much {oever it may have crept
into fome parts of his works,

Anno Dom: 1000. AVICENNZE, canon medi-
cine. Per Fabium Paulinum Utinenfern:

Venetiis, 1608. tom. 1. lib. 3. fen. 21,
tracl. 2. cap. 33. :

" The true name of this author is Abon
Ali Al Houffain, Ben Abdallah, Ben Sina,
that is, father "of Ali Al Houflain, fon of

Abdallah, fon of Sina; commonly called
N by
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by the Mufulmen Eb'n Sina, and by the
+ Europeans ' A VICENNA, the name by
which this Arabian phyfician is generally
known. He does not enter into a particular
defcription of the puerperalfever, but{peaks of
it in general terms, together withthe obftruc-
tion of the menfes; though the title of his
chapter is, « De difpofitionibus enixarum.” He
feems to attribute it to a retention of the
lochia, and to afcribe the fame effe&s to this,
as to an obftru&ion. of the menfes. < Perdu-
cit retentio menfiruorum, inquit, ad febres
pravas, et ad apoflemata prava, et mul-
toties accidit ex itura ex partu dificili. Et
quandoque accidit eis (‘enixis) inflatio ventris,
et fortaffe moriuntur.” For the cure, he
advifes fumigations; and, if thofe do not an-
iwer, then bleeding in the fzpbena, and
adds, ““et phlebotomia, ven® curvatura poplitis,

- eft fortior.”

1560. The byrth of mankynde, otherwyfe na®
med the womans booke. By THomAs RAay-
NALDE, Phyfitian. 1560.bsoke 11, cap. vi.

"This book is a tranflation from the Latin.
‘The original 15 faid to have been written in
High
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High Dutchby EvenarivsRuopion, whofe
work was in great efteem all over Germany ;
and, about the year 1535, was tranflated into
Latin, and other langunages, and became uni-
verfally the woman’s book over all Europe.
The author of this performance fuppofes
that fevers after delivery, may be owing
either to an obftruction, a too great flow
of the Jlochia, or a laborious birth. ¢ It
is alfo to bee underftanded, fays he, that
many times, after the deliveraunce, hap-
peneth to women other the fever, or ague,
or {fwelling, or inflation of the bodye, other
tumblynge in the belly, or elles commotion
or fettelinge out of order of the mother or
matrix. Caufe of the which thinges, is
fometimes lacke of due and fufficient pur-
gation and clenfynge of the (Jochia) after
the byrth, or els contrarywyfe, over muche
flowinge of the fame, whiche fore doth weak-
en the woman. Alfo the great laboure, and
ftyrrynge of the matrix in the byrth*
Nowe feinge then that it enfueth by fo
manyfolde occafions and caufes, it thal

be mete that women in this cafe be nothing

* Fol. 73.
N2 athamed
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athamed ne abathed to difclofe their minde
unto expert phyfitians, fhewing them every
thynge in it, as they knowe whereupon it
fhoulde come, fo that the phifition under-
ftandinge the womans mynde, maye the
foner by hys learnynge and experience confy-
der the true caufe of it, and the verye remes
dye to amende 1t.”

a602. FErLicis PLATERT, praxis medica. Ba-
Jileee, 1656, tom. 1, cap. xii1. De ventris do~
Jore.

This ingenious wriiter is of opinion that
pains after childbirth are frequently occafion-
ed by the cold air rufhing into the cavity of
the wterus, 1immeaiately after delivery, and
diftendingit. Butthegrand caufe, of the fymp-
toms accompanying the puerperal fever, he
attributes to an inflammation of the wferus,
¢ Tmprimis vere ex partis difficultate, ob
Summum dolorem & conatum, uterus frequen- |
ter inflammatur ; tuncque vel foetu aut fecun- |
dina remanente, aut bifce exclufts, ob Jubortam
mnflammationem, dolor & febris urgent : cau-
fﬁgw bac non mimma ¢ff, quid puerpere wvel

* Fol. 7.
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in partu, vel poff eum, adeo dolent, & pericl:-
tantur, cum fecundine [olius retentio, bhoc tam
Jubito minime faceret fic uti b, que fequitur,
inflammatio illas afficit, & pracipua mortss
caufa exiftit 5 nifi boc 0b largam fanguinis pro=
Jufionem, in partu extra uterum, vel in illum
faltam accidat 5 adeo ut dolor qui poft partum
mulieribus evenit, non tantum, ob aérem illap-
fum, utd dictum, fed & banc inflammationem,
j}'fgumrcr Jfrat: quorum ille tamen folo dafarf,
hic vere gravioribus accidentibus, majorigue

periculo affligit *.”

1674. DANIELIS SENNERTI, opera. Lz.fg-

dunt, 1656 tom. 111, lib. 1v. part.iy. Jeff. vil.
cap. x1.  De febribus & morbis acutis puer-

pfmzram.

He fays that puerperal fevers arife, either
from a {upprefhon of the lochial difcharge,
or an accumulation of noxious humours,
during the time of geftation, which are put
in motion by the {ucceeding labouy. ¢ Febres
autem ille omnes, inquit, & duabus caufis pro-
veniunt, vel a lochiorum fuppreffione, aut im-
minuta purgatione, vel ab bumorum vitiofo ap-

*Pag. 533 .
paratu,
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paratu, tempore geflationis cumulato, & in partu
agitato. Nonnulli quidem etiam nimiam lochiorum
purgationemaddunt. Sed ea caufavix fola febrim
éxcitat, fed latentem cachochymiam arguit *.”

He obferves that bleeding, in thefe fevers,
may be performed with great propriety, if it
be indicated, and the ftrength will permit of
it ; and that if there be, at the {ame time, a
fuppreflion of the /lochia, it muft by no means
be omitted. But if, on the contrary, there
be a fufficient difcharge from the wzerus, he
then thinks it is beft to leave the whole work
to nature. He gives the following dire&ions,
as to the veins moft proper to be opened up-
on this occafion, and puts them under the
head of a query: * Que wvene in puerperis
pleuritide laborantibus aperiende funt 2 Diffen-
tiunt de boc wvalde medici. Ex bac difficili
controverfia ut nos expediamus, primd, quod
Jeepe dictum, boc tenendum, febrem banc
non effe [ymptomaticam proprié dictam, qualis
ex bubonibus & finulibus inflammationibus in-
terdum excitari folet, fed comitatam, que ni-
mirum primaria efty comitem tamen & fociam
babet inflammationem, dum natura partem
materie, gue febrem excitat, ad pleuram,
' Pag. 74 9:

vel
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vel etiam ad aliam partem detrudit. Se-
cundo naturam bic errare, & wvitigfam eva-
cuationem imnftituere, dum bumorem <vitiofum,
quem per uterum expellere debebat, ad pleu-
ram wvel aliam partem fuperiorém deponit.
Tertid, ea de caufa nullo modo nature bunc
motum “vitigfum adjuvandum effe; id quod
Sieret, fi vena flatim in brachio ejufidem lateris
aperiretur: fed potius [anguinis ad uterum,
per quem in puerperis natura reéle agens eum
evacuat, motum adiuvandum vel concitandum,
vend in talo vel poplite aperta. Neque, quemt
cafum ponit Varandeus, facile fieri poteft, ut
Suxus lochiorum nmimius cum plewritide conjunga-
tury com fi fufficiente quantitate fieret hac eva-
cuatio, ad- plenram Janguis nom rueret. Sit
tamen, ut boc accidat : tamen impetus [anguinis,
et bumorum proculdubio tum copioforum, nom
ad fuperiora convertendus. Multo minus, f,
ciom lochia naturaliter fluere videntur, pleuritis
‘excitetur ;5 wel flatim. & brachio ejufdem lateris
vena aperienda, vel expeltandum & videndum,
an ab ifla evacuatione pleuritis minuz poffit,
\quod itidem vult Varandeus. Etenim juftam
evacuationis bujus menfuram definire non ita
chfle eft, eaque nonm nifi ex tolerantia famine

@flimari potefl. Itague etfi fic fatis copiosé

Janguis
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ﬁzngﬂu pof partum fuere wideatur, S tamen
Pleuritis accedat, argumento eff, naturam non
Jujficienter, neque omnes quos debet, humores
per uterum expellere, fed partem eorum vitigfo
conatu ad pleuram, vel aliam partem depellere.
Tdeoque ut ab iffis conatibus natura avoce-
tur, mullo modo in brachio vema aperienda,
quo modo conatus. ifte adjuvaretur fed in
crure vena apertenda, ut totus nature, quod
vitiofum & moleffum efl, expellere conantis in-
petus ad uterum convertatur, & natura, ad
partes [uperiores Janguinem movere defifiat..
Negue etiam, an fubfecutura lochiorum evacu-
atio vitiofum illum motum nature emendare &
revocare poffit, expectandum, fed flatim natura
fita ab inflituto avecanda, ne¢ nature vitiosd
agenti res committenda, ne dum  medicus

otiofus [pectator ¢ft, illa in infbituto fuo pergat,

& ita malum augeatur. RQuarto, fi poft venam
in talo, quod commodiffime fit nar’ i&w, apertam,
plenritis nibil minuatur, fed dolor & dijfi-
cultas [pirandi perfeveret, vel etiam augea-
tur, non quod vult Maffarias, in <venarum
in crure feftione perfiftendum s cum ille nibil
aliud quam revellere, nullo vero modo ex parte
affecta derivare queant, quod tamen in ﬁfaréa_
perrrz;!q/a ut fiat, neceflarium ¢ff. St enim

wend in crure [eéld pleuritis non minuatur,
4 vel
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vel etiam augeatur, indicio eff materiam
a jam parti affefle inherere, ut verfus
uterum amplivs revelli non queat.  Ideogue
vena tum in brachio ejufdem lateris aperienda,
ut_fanguis ¢ loco affecto vicinifgue partibus eva-
cuetur & derivetur; quod nifi fiat, @gra in
vite periculum conjicitur. Neque metuendum,
ut hoc modo natura a motu ordinario verfus
uterum avoceturs cum ei incommodo per venam
in crure apertam jam cbvium itum fit: & fi
aliquid omnino pericul; metuatur, friclionibus
& cucurbitulis cruribus appofitis, dum vena
Jecatur, id precaver: poffit; intferdum etiam
tempus illius evacuationis maxima ex parte jam
preeterierit ; interdun vero, ubi natura plane
Vitiosé agit, vix motus quem omifit, revocari
poffit, & propterea vices ¢us vene in crure
aperte [uppleverit, ut poftea fine periculo, parti
affelte & pleuriti, vema propure aperta,

fuccurri poffit *.”

1640. Lazari Riverit, opera medica uni-
verfa. Francofurti, 1674. [lib. xv. cap.
xxii, De fuppreffione lochiorum.

Our author, LAazarvus DE LA Ri1VIERE,
commonly called Riverius, fuppofes the

¥ Pag. 751.
Q puerperal
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puerperal fever to be owing to an obftruétion
of the /ichia; and obferves, that the happy
fuccefs of childbearing doth principally
depend upon a proper flow thercof. He
follows SENNERTUS in alcribing certain
impurities to the blood collected 1n
the veins of the wferus, and other parts
of the body, during the nine months
going with child; and in fuppofing them to
be purged oft by this difcharge. Hence if
it be fupprefled, or diminithed, infinite dan-
gers, and calamities are faid to anife; {fuch as,
acute fevers, phrenfies, madnefs, melancholy,
quinfies, pleurifies, peripneumonies, nflam-
mations of the uzerus, and malignant
tumours. The caufes of this {uppreflion
he afcribes to a too great thicknefs of
the blood, a narrownefs or obftruction of
the veflels, cold air, inadvertently received
into the wuferws, which clofes the orifices
of the vefiels ; taking cold at the feet, drink-
ing of cold water, fear, terrour, grief, and
other paffions of the mind, which withdraw
the courfe of the blood from the wterus.
His characeriftic {fymptoms, which attend
this {fuppreflion, are, a {welling of the belly,
pain of the lower part of the abdomen, loins,
| : and
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and groin; rednefs of the face, dichuIty in
breathing, perturbation of the eyes, rigors,
fevers, faintings, and other {fymptoms related
above. For the cure he advifes, emollient
opening clyfters, and cupping-glafics to be
fixed to the groin and hips, both with and
without {carification. 1f thefe means are
of no effe&, the veins about the knees, or
in both the thighs, are to be opened, or the
hzmorrhoidal veins, if nature feem to point
that way. But if this fever be attended with
+ a total {uppreflion of the lochia, then a vein
mufit be opened in the arm.

1662. Tuomz WILLIS, opera omnia.
Amflelodami, 1682. cap. xvi. De puer-

perarum _febribus.

He begins this chapter with obfcrving,
that the fevers of lying-in women are attend-
ed with much more danger, than thofe
- which happen in common, and that they
differ very materially both from a fimple, and
putrid . fymochus. ‘The antecedent caufes
of thefe fevers he fuppofes, with SENNER TUS
and R1vER1Us, to be a depraved difpofition
of the blood, from the long fuppreflion of

02 the
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the menftrual flux, during pregnancys
or from fome evil affeCtion of the wuferus
after childbirth. By thefe means he imagines
that the blood is put in motion, that its {ul-
phureous parts are exalted, rendered inflam-
matory, and imbued with fermentative parti-
cles, fo as to difpole it towards putrefaction,
and to impoifon, as it were, the nervous fluid,
and render it hurtful to the brain, and to the
whole nervous {yftem. Thofe kinds of evil,
he fays, being imprefled upon the blood,
ought to be purged off by the flux of the
Jochia ; but if, after delivery, this difcharge
fthould be fupprefied, a purification 1s prevent-
ed, a general corruption takes place, and 1n-
fects the whole mafs.  Convulfive affections,
alfo, arife about the uferus, which are com-
municated to other parts ; inordinate motions
are ftirred up in the juices, which frequently
conipire either to the produltion, or the
exacerbation of the fever. 'The evident
caufes, which tend to induce this change
upon the body, are faid to be various. - Such
as, a painful labour, a {olution of continuity
about the wferus, a bruife, a retention of
fomething which ought to be evacuated,

an
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an ulcerous difpofition, and many other acci-
dents of the like kind.

~ As to the cure; if bleeding be indicated,
and there be a fullnefs of blood, and a very
acute inflammation in the diftempered part,
he advifes a vein to be opened in the foot,
or to take away blood, from the hamor-
rthoidal veins, by leeches. But if neceflity
urges, the operation may be performed in
the arm, and if a fecond bleeding be required,
it may be done in the leg. He concludes,
this part of the cure, with this precaution,
that a vein 1s not to be opened without great
deliberation ; for unlefs it bring prefent help
(which he has rarely known 1t do) the pulfe
immediately becomes more weak, and the
patient 1s made worle.

1667. Franciscr o LE Boge, SyLvii,
praxis medica. Amflelodami, 1674. b, 1,
cap. viil, De lochiorum witis.

This phyfician, likewife, afcribes the puer-
peral fever to a deficiency of the lochial flux.
" A total fuppreflion, he fays, cannot happen
without greatly endangering the life of the pa-
tient. *“ Refentus namgue tunc in uteri fubflan-

tia
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tia cavernofa fanguis, mox ibidem corrumpitury
ac inflammationem, abjeeffum, uleus, aliaque mala
plura fucceffive producit®.” He thinks if
there has been a large difcharge of blood
at the time of delvery, and a ftoppage
afterwards, that it thould not be termed a
{uppreffion ; becaufe, in this cafe, what ought
to have come away, in the courfe of nature,
after delivery, 1s preternaturally difcharged
immediately after childbirth. Cold impru-
dently received into the cavity of the uzerus,
at the time of labour, or applied externally
to the fkin, is fuppofed chiefly to conduce
to this total {upprefiion.

When the diforder arifes from cold, he
advifes aromatics impregnated with a volatile
{alt, and uterine medicines, efpecially fuch
as promote {weat. But when a fever is
excited, by this fuppreflion, he admonifhes
the prefcriber to be very careful in the ufe
of thefe aromatics, left they fhould increafe
the febrile heat; and direés them to be quali-
fied by the addition of acids, fuch as diftill-
ed vinegar, fpirit of falt, vitriol, and the
like. This is the more remarkable in

v Pag. 329
SyLvius,
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Syrvius, as he is generally condemned
for prefcribing volatile alcaline falts, in
 fevers, and afcribing their caufe to an acid.
But I muit do him the juftice to fay, that,
in the cure of this difeafe, his rules are
generally laid down with great accuracy,
and judgment.

1668, Traité des maladies des femmes groffes.
Par Frangois MAvRicEav. A Paris,
1721, tom. 1 Jiv. 1l cap. viil, &c.

Pains after childbirth, fays our author,
are frequently occafioned by the f{udden
{fuppreflion of the /lochia, the matter of
which choking up, as it were, the whole
fubftance of the uterus, and there ftagnating,
caufes a great diftention of the part, and
an inflammation, which communicates it-
{elf, by means of the peritoncum, to
the whole hypogaftric region; which
" hence becomes inflated, diftended, and
extremely hard, and, if the complaint be
not foon removed, it frequently proves
fatal in a very fhort time. When things
are thus circumftanced, he recommends

opening clyfters, and the application of warm
" “ and
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and apcrltwe fnmentat‘%ns to the pudenda.
Thefe are to be affifted by venafection,
which he prefers fometimes in the faﬂt,
{ometimes in the arm, and reafons upon it i

the manner fhllﬂwmg
o§ i ﬁszg?zﬁ' du -bras doit étre gzte@ﬁg}‘au
preferée a celle du pied, & dautrefors celle
du pied [ fait plus firement que celle du
bras: comme par exemple, fuppofons une femme
Jort replete & bumeurs, & principalement de fong
dans toute I'habitude, qui ait une fuppreffion
de fes vuidanges, caufee par Pobfiruétion des
vaiffeaux qui les devroient laiffer écoulery pour
raifon de quoy une inflammation de matrice luy
Joit furvenué, ayant outre cela une groffe fisvre,
& une grande difficulté de refpirer, ainfi qu'dl
arrive ordinairement en ces rencontres: Il eff
trés-certain que fi on faignoit d’abord du pred
cette femme, qui eff extrémement ‘plethorique,
on attireroit vers la matrice une fi grande
abondance de ces bumeurs, dont toute I'babitude
regorge, que fon inflanunation en feroit beaucoup
augmentée, & par confequent tous les accidens
de la maladie : Mais il vaudroit brén mieux
en ce cas, défemplir au pliitot I'babitude pcz}* la
Jaignéedu bras premierement, laguelle on reitere-
roit méme deux ot trois Jois s'il étoit neceffaire;
apres
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apres quoy les plus preffans accidens étant en par-
tie diminuez, on peurroit fort a propos venir &
celle du. pied; car par ce moyen la nature qu
. étoit prefque accablée fous le faix de I'abondance
des bumeurs, en étant allegée d’une partie,
domine & regit plus facilement le refte: Mais au
contraire, s'ily a fuppreffion de vuidanges, fans
apparence de grande plenitude au corps, & fans
aucun wnotable accident, pour lors on peut
pratiguer d'abord la faignée du pied, fi on le
foubaite: Neanmoins je trouverois fouvent
plus & propos qulelle fit precedée de quelgu’
une du bras, pour dégager par ce moyen plus
promptement la poitrine, a laguelle on doit par-
ticulierement avoir égard en cette occafion.
C’eft pourquoy je ne fuis pas de Popinion de
* Mercurial, qut veut gqu'en toutes fuppref~
Sfions de vuidanges on faigne totijours d’'abord la
Semme du pied, & non pas du bras,””

3682. THOME SYDENHAM, opera univer[a.
Lugduni Batavorum, 1726.

The faithful Sypenzam hath no where
exprefsly treated of the puerperal fever,

* Chap. x. pag. 418
P unlefs

/
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unlefs the pofthumous work, under the
title of Proce/fus integri in morbis fere omnibus
curandis, may be afcribed to him. ‘There
the difeafe 1s fuppofed to arife from a fup-
preflion of the lochiz, and 1s faid to be ac-
companied with a fwelling of the belly;
a dull pain in the lower part of the @bdomen,
loins, and groin; rednefs of the face; a dif-
ficult refpiration; a wild look; fhivering ;
an acute fever; fainting; cold {weats;
pulfation and heat 1n the wzerus; a palfy in
the lower parts ; and {fometimes an epileply?.
But as this piece was not publithed by our
author I will take no further notice of it,
but pafs on to his genuine works, where he
has delivered his {entiments pretty plainly
of the caufe of fevers after delivery.

In his epiftolary differtation, to Dr. CoLE,
he obferves, that fome women of delicate

conftitutions, by rifing too early after child-
birth, will be feized with the hyiteric
diforder which, in that cafe, brings on a
total fuppreflion of the lchia, {ucceeded
by a numerous train of {ymptoms which
foon prove fatal, unlefs prevented by great

» Pag. Cro.
{kill
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fkill and diligence. He likewife takes no-
tice, that a fuppreffion of the /ocbia is fome-
times followed by a fever, which either par-
takes of the then reigning epidemic, or pro-
ceeds immediately from it. And adds,
that the fame hyfteric diforders “which
firft occafioned the fupprefiion of the /lochia,
rage now more violently, and, as it were,
generate themfelves afreth. ¢ Locbia,
mquit, primum imminuuntur, deinde fiftuntur
penitus; quorum [upprefionem prematuram
bonga [ymptomatum feries excipit: quee, nifi
permagna tam diligentia, quam in medendo
peritia, intercedat, a@gram brevi perimunt.
Nonnunguam poft lochiorum fuppreffionem in

. febrem incidunt, que wvel in earum, que tum
graflantur, epidemicarum caflra tranfit, vel
ab ea fola pendet origine. Adde quod iidem
adfectus byflerici, quibus lochiorum fuppreffio in
primis debetur, jam magis feviunt, tamquam
ex fe denuonati*.”

Here that excellent phyfician (I {peak with
reverence) feems to have loft his wufual
fagacity, and not rightly to have diftinguithed
{fymptoms of the puerperal fever, from thofe

" Pag. 421, 422.
P2 of
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of the hyfteric difeafe, but to have confound-
ed them together. He might probably be
led into this error from what he had obferv-
ed of the hyiteric difeafe, namely, that it
could afflume almoft any fhape. ¢ This
difeafe is not more remarkable, fays he, for
1ts frequency, than for the numerous forms
under which 1t appears, refembling moft of
the diftempers wherewith mankind are af-
flicted. For in whatever part of the body it
be feated, it immediately produces fuch {ymp-
toms as are peculiar thereto: and unlefs
the phyfician be a perfon of great judgment
and penetration, he will be miftaken, and
{uppofe fuch fymptoms to arife from fome
efiential difeafe of this or that particular part,
and not from the hyfteric paffion®.” He then
enumerates the apoplexy, hemiplegy, con-
vulfions, clavus hyftericus, palpitations of the
heart, cough, pains refembling the iliac
paffion, a vomiting of green matter, or of
an uncommon colour, the jaundice, a nephri-
tic paroxylm, a diarrhoea, a finking of the
fpirits, pains of the face, teeth, fhoulders,
back, hands, thighs, and legs, asbeing all

' Pag. 388,
fubjec
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fubje¢t to its influence : and concludes with
obferving that DEmocrITUS, in writing
to HirrocrATES, did not without reafon
affert, that the aferus was the origin of fix
hundred evils, and innumerable calamities!
Is it then much to be wondered at, that a
diforder, appearing under {uch a variety of
forms, fhould, for once, deccive even a
SYDENHAM ? _

To remove a {uppreffion of the lchia,
he orders the woman to be confined to
her bed, an hyfteric plafter to be applied
to the navel; and prefcribes an eleGtuary
compofed of the conferve of Roman worm-
- wood and rue, troches of myrrh, caftor,
faffron, volatile falt of fa/ Ammoniac, and
afa fatida; of which the quantity of alarge
nutmeg 1s to be taken every three hours,
drinking after it four or five fpoonfuls of
a julep prepared with equal parts of the
diftilled water of rue, and compound bryony
water . I will not take upon me to fay but
that fuch edged tools as thefe, to provoke the
Jochia, might be very fafe, in the hands of
our Englith HrerocrAaTES, but this Iwill

' Pag. 423,
N venture
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'venture to {ay, that they are not at all well
- calculated, for general ufe, to remove an

Mtruction of the lochia, for very obvious
reafons which have already been recited
when trenting' of the cure. Indeed, 1 have
taken notice of this paffage with uﬂﬂth_er
view, than to put the incautious reader upon
his guard; left, confiding in fo great an
authority, he fhould be too apt to have re-
courfe to fuch dangerous engines as thefe,
upon any {uppreflion of the lochial dif-
charge.

1708. HERMANNI BOERHAAVE, aphorifini
ae cognofcendis & curandis morbis. Lug-
duni Bataverum, 1735. Morbi puerperii,
aph. 1329, Te.

'The caufe of the puerperal fever, accord-
ing to this illuftrious profeffor, is a retention
of the lchia, about the time that the ferous
milky nourithment 15 making its way,
from the newly contratted veflels of the
yterus, towards the breafts; whence number-
lefs fymptoms arife, and of the worft nature,
according as the /lochia are carried, and
thrown upon different wvzfcera: fuch as,

phrenfies
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phrenfies, pleurifies, peripneumonies, quin-
lies, inflammations of the diaphragm, breatts,
liver, ftomach, caul, mefentery, fpleen,
kidnies, and inteftines; as alfo, dyfenteries,
solics, iliac  paffions, apoplexies, pal=
fies, and a great many other dangerous evils.

'T'o prevent, or remove thefe. complaints,
he advifes gentle anti-acid remedies to theath
the acid jerum; {oft diluents; the mildeft fpe-
cific aperients, from the moderately cordial,
uterine clafs; topical deobitruents, clyfters,
fomentations, cataplafms, plafters, liniments,
cupping-glafles, peflaries, and fuppofitories.
He thinks that bleeding fhould never be
practifed, in this difeafe, without the moft
argent neceflity; but does not {pecify the
nature of fuch neceffity. And laltly, he
cautions the phyfician from treating the
above {ymptoms, as if they were original
acute difeafes.

I!;:' 16. Criticon febrium: or, a critical effay on
. fevers. By EpwARD STRoTHER, M. D.
« London, 1718. cbap. 1x. pag. 212. The

- puerperal fever,
- This i1s the firft writer, I have met with,

who gives the name of puerperal fever to this
' diforder.
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diforder. He fays that it is preceded by
{ymptoms common to other fevers; that its
diftinguithing marks are, pains in the hypo-
gaftric region, abdomen, and loins. He fu-
{peéts it to appertain chiefly to the clafs
of inflammatory fevers; and fuppofes it to
be caufed by a fuppreflion of the /chia.

1720. FripERICI HOFFMANNI, medicina
rationalis fyftematica. Hale Magdeburgice,
L

It 1s not very evident whether this cele-
brated phyfician clafles the puerperal fever
under the head of an inflammation of the uze-
rus, or the hyfteric difeafe. An inflammation
of the uterus, he fays, 1s owing to an unequal
circulation of the blood through the uterine
yeflels; namely, the capillaries being filled,
and obftru&ted, by a fpafmodic conftrition,
the blood 1s carried with greater velocity
and force through the contiguous minute
veflels, and their lateral branches, which
in common do not admit the red part of
the blood; whence arifes tumor, rednefs,
and fenfe of heat, with a compreflion and
irritation of the nervous coat. Among the

4 general
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general caufes, which conduce to an in-
flammation of the wferus, he enumerates
a plethoric and bad habit of body, a fuppref-
fion of the lochia, a copious flux of blood to
the uterus, alaborious birth, paflions ofi the
mind efpecially anger and terror, vehiement
efforts to vomit, external cold applied to
the region of the abdomen and' wuterus,
drinking of cold liquors during the lochial
flux, a convulfive colic, and a violent {pafmo-
dic hyfterical’ affeGtion’. In treating of
the hydteric difeafe he obferves, that'a fup~
preflion of the lochia, happening early after
delivery, will frequently occafion violent’
hyfterical {fymptoms, but does not mention
what' thofe {ymptoms are, and quotes
HirpocrATES in fupport of this opinion:
“« In puerperis vero, ob lochiorum non: rite
Succedéntem fluxum, byflericas paffiones frequen=
tius obfervamus; quod etiam fuo tempore
HipPoCRATES notavit. Novimus puerperas,
primis fepenuniero a partu diebus, ab aére fri-
gido ad imum.ventrem admiffo, & levi animi
motu, @ longior: corporis extra leclum: deten-

tione, in feva [ymptomata byflerica incidiffe ;

v Tem. iv. part. . fef. il. cap. x. Deinflimmatione &

febrs uterina.
quz

e
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que etiam preffo infequuntur pede, fi, lochits
primis flatim dicbus deficientibus ac ceffantibus,
Seilione wene tempeftiva baud fuccurratur*.”’
To remove an obftruction of the /lchia,
he prefers bleeding in the foot, rather
than in the {uperior parts of the body.
 Sanguinis copia, inquif, [ub graviditate jufto
plus accumulata, minuenda per vene fec-
tionem, non in [uperioribus, fed in pede infli-
tutam. Seepe enim 4 nimia vaforum diften-
tione fiunt fpafmi, & [fanguinis exfuperans
mioles uteri compagem nimium diflendendo, ejuf-
dem fyflalticam & expulfivam potentiam minuit
ac impedit. Hinc vena feilionis remedium
omnino maxini, ad promovendum lochiorum
Sluxum & inflammationem arcendam, eff wufus.
Ruod ficuti in Gallia, bunc in finem, frequen-
tius quam par ¢ff adbibetur; ita perperam
in noftra Germania reficitur, ut plures, in-
Sammatoria uteri febre, corrept® pereant,
que tempefliva fanguinis miffione potuiffent
Sfervari .

* Tom. iv. part. iii. cap. v. De mal bhyflerics,
* Tom, iv. part. i, fe&. ii. cap. X,

1722.
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1722. Traité complet des accouchemens naturels,
non-naturels, & contre nature. Par le

Steur DE L.A Mott1E. A Paris, 1722.
livre v, chap. vi, Des vuidanges qui coulent
durant les couches de la femme, & de celles

gui_font fupprimees.

This author follows the opinion of
Mavriceav, i fuppofing the difeafe to
proceed from a fuppreflion of the /lchia.
He apprehends that this obftruion may
arife from a variety of caufes, and {ome of
them very flight ones, as will appear in the
fequel. If the lochia continue to flow for a con-
fiderable time, or if they thould even ftop af-
ter a few days continuance, if this be the effec
of nature and no ill confequence follow, he
{uppofes no danger. But on the contrary, if
this difcharge has been pretty plentiful for fe-
veral days, and is fuddenly fupprefied by any
caufe whatever, he then fays 1t 1s always
followed by fome troublefome accident;
and that nothing 1s more unaccount-
able, and irregular, than the caufes which
produce this fuppreffion. For though they
may fometimes be {ufficiently confiderable,
they are at other times fo very inconfiderable,

CLz as
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as to be really furprifing, I will recite them

Jn his own words, . ¢ Iln’eftpas.extraordi-
waire que cette fuppreffion fuccede aun emporte-
auent furicux, 4 une extréme peur, @.une ex-
«ceffive joye, & @ dautres femblables. paffions,
mais qu'elle arrive pour un mot dit par inad-
vertence, ou a loccafion d'une bonne ou mau-
vaife nouvelle prefguindifferent, é la perfonne
8 quion la debite, par lodeur dune fleur, par
un petit froid, par une pear legere, 1@ I'occafion
dun cry vnprévit, foit dans la rué au dans la
maifon, & enfin un rien pour ainfi dire, dont
lo réflexion a canfé la plus legere émotion, &
qui interceptant le cours de ces bumeurs, en
caufe @ linflant un reflus fur le bas wventre,
& par roure | Labitude du corps, & qui donne
Jiet d une fidvre, @ une tenfion, @ une douleur
au, bas ventre, a Poppreffion, au délire, & en-
finaila mort?,”

1751, An'effay towards a.completé new fyflem
of midwifery. By Joun BurToN, M. D,
London, 1751. Part 1v. § 165.

The caufe of the puerperal fever, accord-
ing to this writer, 1s an inflammation of the -

‘v/Pag. 768, 8 I
% Hlerus.,
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uterus. ¢ Sometimes an inflammation of
the womb, fays he, whether caufed by the
midwife, the ftoppage of the lochia, or the
‘like, will bring on After-pains as fome call
them ; and then the {ymptoms generally
are, a violent tenfion, heat, and pain in the
hypogaitric region, which the patient can
{carce bear to havetouched; and the can lie in
no other pofition than on her back; if the
tries ever fo little to liec on a fide, fhe feels a
heavy and painful weight falling on the fame
dide 5 the loins and groin on the contrary
fide fuffering an intelerable pain; which
increafes W1tl1 a tenfion on the belly, a fever,
and _difficulty of breathing; when the
~ Jochia -either are leflened, or wholly iimpt,
with a conftant inclination to make water,
and fometimes with pains in the thighs. Plen-
tiful, but proper bleeding (for the cure) witha
cooling regimen, is, in general, abfolutely
neceflary ; and if the diforder proceed from
abandage round the abdomen being too tight,
the caufe mufl be removed ; but if the inflam-
mation be caufed by a ftoppage of the /lochia,
emmenagogues and all kinds of warmer
ftimulants and purgatives muft be avoided;
and the fecretion of the milk muft be pro-

moted,
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moted, which is a2 method I never knew
any author to take notice of, or to follow,
in order to remove thefe uterine come-
plaints 1.”

1752. A treatife on the theory and praitice
- of midwifery. By W. SmeLLIE, M. D,
London, 1762.

“He fuppoles. ‘that "this difeafe may arife

either from an inflammation of the zferus,
or an obftru¢tion of the /chia; and that

the one is generally the confequence of the
other. ‘¢ As there are feldom inflammations
m the uferus, fays he, without obftruétions
of the Jlochia, and feldom obftrutions of
the lochiz, but there muft be more or lefs
of an inflammation of the wrerus, they might
be joined together 2. 'When the difeafe is
recent he orders the patient to hie quiet, and
encourage a plentiful diaphorefis by drinking
frequently of warm, weak, diluting fluids;
and likewife by taking apiates and fudorifies
in different forms, as may be agreeable to

her ftomach. Should thefe methods be ufed

* Pag. 338, 330.
* Vol. iii, pag. 448. X
without
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without fuccefs, and the patient labour un-
der a hot, dry {kin, anxiety, and a quick, -
hard, and full pulfe, the warm diaphoretics are
to be laid afide, and recourfe muft be had
to bleeding at the arm or ancle to more or
lefs quantity, according to the degree of
the fever and obftru&ion; and this evacuation
muft be repcated as there 1s occafion: when

the obftrution 1s not total, it is fuppofed
more proper to bleed at the ancle, than at

the arm; and at the latter, when the difcharge
1s altogether ftopped®.

1962, Avis au peuple fur fa fanté: Par Mgz.
Tissot. A Paris, 1770. tom. 1i. chap.
xxvi. § 369. Suites des couches.

This experienced phyfician afcribes the
caufe, of the puerperal fever, either to an in-
flammation of the uterus, or a fuppreffion of
the /ochia; but moft probably to the latter. He
includes, the moft ufual confequencesofchild-

* birth, under the four following heads: 1. An
exceflive haemorrhage. 2. An inflammation of
sti¢ wterws. 3. A fudden fuppreffion of the

} Yol. i, pag. 408, 409.
7 lechia,
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loghia. 4. The fever, and other accidents;
fefulting from the milk. The inflamma-
tion of the uterus, he fays, is difcoverable
by pains in all the lower parts of the belly ;.
by a tenfion or tightnefs of the whole; by
a fenfible increafe of pain upon touching
it; a kind of red ftain or {pot, that mounts
to the middle of the belly, as high as the
navel, which fpot, as the: difeafe 1ncreafes,
turns black, and then isalways a mortal
{ymptom; by a very extraordinary degree
of weaknefs; an amazing change of counte-
nance ; a flight delirium 5 a continual fever,.
* with a weak and hard pulfe ; fometimes in-
ceflant vomitings; a frequent hiccough; a
moderate difcharge of a reddifh, ftinking,
tharp water; frequent urgings to go to ftool ;
a burning kind of heat of urine; and fome-
times an entire fuppreffion of it. . For thes
cure he recommends . bleeding; frequent.
clyfters of warm water ; injetions of the.
{fame kind. into the werus; and aqumus,{
fomentations to be continually applied over
the belly. He obferves thata total fuppref=
fion of the /ochia proves a caufe of the moft
violent diforders, and fhould be treated ex-
altly in the fame manner as an inflammation

of
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of the wuterus: and that if unhappily hot

medicines have been given, 1n order to force
them down, the cafe will generally prove
fatal. | |

1764. GERARDI L. B. vaAN SwiETEN,
commentaria in HERMANNI BoERHAAVE
apborifines de cognofcendis & curandis morbis.
Lugduni Batavorum, 1764. Morbi puer-
perit, tom. . § 1329, Te.

‘This learned commentator enters tho-
roughly into the fpirit of his author, and
explains in a full and mafterly manner
the text of his celebrated preceptor. He
agrees with him that a fuppreﬁian of the
Jochia is a caufe of puerperal fevers, but,
at the fame time, feems rather inclined to
think that they ar¢ more generally occa-
fioned by a tranflation of the lateal matter,
than of the Jochia, upon different parts of
the body. ¢ An non ex haltenus dictis
(ait) conclud: poteft, metaflafin lacleam pro-
ducere poffe omnia illa mala, que in textu
enum erantur®, & que lochiis fuppreffis tribui

* Recited above in page 119.
R,. ﬁfiﬁ’ﬂ'f 3
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Jolent ;. prout nempe in bas illafve partes
depam:m' materia latlea, & quidem tanto

majori. cuim periculo, quanto partes, in quas
deponitur, ad vitem magis neceffarie fue-
rint, utl etiam, fi materia hac deponatur in
loca, ex quibus dificulter eliminari poterit..
Non tamen in illa opinione fum, wac fi lochia
retenta  nullum  facerent  periculum ;  fed

tantum boc monendum elfe credidi, etiam de
depofitione materiz lactec ad varia luca farpaﬁ.r
cogitandum effe. Lochia enim naturaliter
sinuuntur itlo ffmparf, quo_jfebris laltaria_folet
fﬂ‘ﬁ‘{ﬁ’f?‘f, 8 wix fanguinea fluunt tunc, Jed
pc:r.fm.r _ﬁ;éﬁumfem‘sz. Primis autem diebus puer-
perii majus videtur effe a lochiis retentis pericu-
Jum fequentibus diebus, poft febrim laltariam,
minusy ita tamen, ut fi retineretur illud puru~
lentum, quod tunc exire folet, ab ejus reforp-
tione in fanguinem multum mali metuendum
foret *.” He alfo obferves, that a retention
of the lochia may occafion an inflammation
of the wzerus; and on the contrary, that
an inflamed wnterus, from a laborious birth
or any other caufe, will be attended with
a fuppreffion of the lochial difcharge, He

# Tom. iv, pag, 612,
remarks
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remarks that a diarrboea, after childbirth,

Is not always to be dreaded, notwithftanding
it be looked upon, by many, as a very dan-

gerous fymptom which ought to be remov-
ed; and mentions an inftance where he
himfelf was highly cenfured, by the by-
{tanders, for not checking that evacuation,
*¢ Probe memini, dum puerperce, gemellos enixe,
curam gererem, me peffime exceptum fuiffe ab
adflantibus, dum nollem alvi fluxum compefcere.
Tertia die lochia omnino fuppreffa fuerant ;
\ wventer durus & dolens erat. Molliffimis
 fomentis  adbibitis, leniffimis  aperientibus
decollis copiofe potatis, per alvum exiverunt
viridia, fetidiffina, & quidem cum infigni
levamines; ac brevi convalyit *.° It hath been
remarked above, that BoErnaave forbids
bleeding, in the puerperal fever, unlefs
urged by the greateft neceflity ; but omits
mentioning the nature of that neceflity.
His ingenious commentator hath fupplicd
that defe&, as well from his own experience
as that of others, in the following words:
s¢ In puerperis pleuritide correptis, licet lachia
| fluerent, Janguinis miffio profuit infigniter, quod

» Tom, iv, pag. 613.
R2 n
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& fuis obfervationtbus confirmat La MoT TE,
quz, fr_;:f:bs'is bene prodeuntibus, repetitas etiam
in brachio wvene [eftiones inflituit *.  Dums
oélavo a partu die acerbiffimus lateris dolor cor-
r.{}bugﬁfr puerperam, TuLrius, ctm identidem
novis infultibus urgeret dolor, ter pedis, &
quinguies brachii, venas Jolvere debuit. Tan-
tam fanguinis jacluram non [olum toleravit,
fed & ingens alvi profluvium fuftinere debuit,

antequam integre debellaretur morbus®.”

1765. Traité des maladies des femmes. Par
J. Astruc, Profeffeur Royal de médecine,
& M¢édecin confultant du Roi. A Paris,
1765. fom. v. fiv. 1l chap. xiv. § 3. Des
vuidanges fupprimeées.

This phyfician ranges the puerperal fever
under the head of obftruéted Jochia. The
“obftru@ion, he obferves, may be total, or
only partial ; and may either happen about
the fecond, or third day after delivery, or
not till towards the feventh, or eighth.
The former cafe he fuppofes to be much

*'Tom. iii. pag. 35, 36. * Tom, iv, pag. 634.
more
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more dangerous than the latter. He fays
the {fymptoms, which accompany this fup-
preflion, are different in different perfons.
The general ones are, a tenfion, {well-
ing, and pain of the wferus; pain in the
loins, bottom of the fpine, and groin; a
naufea, and vomiting; difficulty in breath-
ing, and {pitting of blood; rigors, fever, in-
flammation of the uferus, and fometimes a

delirium, a coma vigil, or coma Jomnolentum.
He attributes a fupprefiion of the /ochia to
four caufes. The firft of thefe caufes 1s, the pa-
tient’s catching cold : whether itbe by the cold
air getting into the #terus, through the ne-
glet of the nurfe, 1n not keeping the parts
covered ; or through the patient being expofed
to cold at her feet, by not keeping the room
{ufficiently warm; or from the imprudence
of fuffering her to drink her liquors too
cold. The fecond caufe is, any unexpeéted
trouble, grief, or fear: the paffions of the
mind, he fays, efpecially when they are
fudden, produce a conftrition of the uferus,
that wholly fupprefles the difcharge.
The third caufe 1s, a violent {upervening
diarrboea; the confequence of indigeftion,
from
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from having eaten too much; the ﬂgreat
evacuation, that 1s made by {tool, neceflarily

diminithing that which fhould be made by.
the wterus. Laftly, the fourth caufe is, an
inflammation of the wferus; which, by
tumefying its fubftance, clofes up all the
veiny appendages from whence the blood
of the lochia flows. This inflammation, he
obferves, 1s always the confequence of {fome
hurt, which the interior part of the wterus
has received, in a laborious delivery, from
the hands of an unfkilful midwife. He
concludes, by remarking, that this laft caufe
muft produce a fuppreffion of the moft
dangerous kind; and that experience but too

much confirms it. | |
His {entiments, with refpeét to bleeding
in this difeafe, he delivers in the following
terms: ¢ Sz la fuppreffion vient de une des
deux premieres caufes, il faut & abord employer
la faignée pour prevenir la plethore, & pour
relacher & detendre la matrice, & tdcher de
rétablir le cours des vuidanges. On a longtemps
difputé fi ¢'étoit du bras ou du pied qu'on devest
SJaire ces faignées; mars la queftion me paroit
aujourd bui décidée. St les vuidanges ne font pas
tout-a—fait fupprimées, c'eff du pied gu'il faut
Jaigner,



Ser T

PUERPERAL FEVER. 135

[faigner, parce qu'on peut efperer, en attirant
le fang fur la matrice, de forcer les obfiacles
& de rétablir les vuidanges. Mais fi les
vuidanges [font tout-d-fait fupprimées, il ne
Saut point attiver le fang fur la matrice, d'ou
il n'a point diffué, & il faut faigner du bras.
On ne peut pas fixer le nombre des faigneés,
mais fi le mal préfle, & que les forces de la
malade le permettent, il faut en faire quatre
dans les deux premiers jours *.”

1766. A Compendium of Midwifery. By
TuaoMmas CoorERr, M. D. London, 1766.
part ul fecl. mi. Difeafes confequent on de-
livery.

This fever, he obferves, 1s a truly
dangerous and perplexing maladys; that it
proceeds generally from violent affetions of
the mind, as grief, defpondency, and the
like ; from the drinking of ftrong liquors,
or caudle too highly fpiced; from obftruted.
perfpiration, and evacuations.. That the
{ymptoms are, moft commonly, a {low
creeping pulfe, which afterwards becomes

* Pag. 414.
‘FEI’}"
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yery quick; that fometimes the pulfe is
- quick at firft, and flow afterwards; in fome
quick, full, and ftrong; in others, quick, with
alternate heats and fhiverings, pains in the
belly, breafts, and fides; a cough, a dry
ikin, and hardnefs of the abdomen. He re-
marks that, as the difeafe increafes, the
inflamed #ferus becomes putrid, and dif-
charges a fetid fanies; and that, by the fourth
day, the fever puts on quite a putrid nature.

“ 'Though this diforder, fays he, isof the
inflammatory kind, it feldom will bear to be
treated as fuch ; for which reafon, unlefs the
pains are very great, we fhould not bleed,
at leaft for the firft eighteen or twenty hours.
Women after their firft labour generally bear
bleeding better than thofe who have had
many children : the pulfe, on a nice obfer-
vation, will feldom be found tenfe, though
quick and full, but 1s moft commonly weak

and undulating ; nervous and hyfterical
women cannot bear the lofs of much blood,

wherefore, when it is mneceflfary to bleed
fuch patients, the quantity, at firlt taken
away, fhould be imall. In fhort, this will
hold good in all conftitutions in general,

where this diforder occurs; as it is not cer-
4 tain



PUERPERAIL FEVER. i3%

tain that difeafes of the wiftera are relieved
by this evacuation: and if venzfetion is
ufed after the third day, unlefs the pains are
violent, the pulfe ftrong, and the inflams-
matory {fymptoms run high, it is generally
prejudicial 1.7

14768s E/ffays .a?z the puerpéral fever, and
on puerperal convulfions. By THoMAS
Dexman, M. D. London, 1768,

This writer, as far as can be colleGed
from the following paflages, fuppofes the
puerperal fever to be attended with an inflam-
mation of the uterus. ¢ There 1s a fenfe of
throbbing pain, fays he, and uneafy  heat,
through the parts in general. The urine is
voided often, with pain, and in a {mall
quantity, as if the inflammation, originally
in the wrerus, had reached the neck of the
bladder . Great care muit be taken in the
adminiftration (of clyfters) or the patient
will fuffer intolerable pain, on account of
the tendernefs and inflammation of the os
imternum3.” The predifpofing and occafional

*Pags 219: *Fip. g, 3 Pag. 33
S caufes
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caufes are faid to be, a redundancy of the
quantity, or an exaltation of the quality of
the bile; unwholefome diet, fudden frights,
and rifing too foon after delivery ; the ufe of
hot {fpiees, the negle&t of procuring {tools
after delivery, and every aceident which
obftruéts perfpiration. This difeafe, he fays,
may follow a Ibour wunder the beft
circum{tances ; but that endeavours to dilate
the os internum, and too hafty a feparation of
the placenta, or binding the abdomen tight after
delivery will often produce it; he does not
however include hard labours as a frequent
caufe, fince it 1s remarkable that women re-
cover very foon after them *.

His fentiments, with refpet to venzfec-
tion, are expreffed in the following man-
ner: ‘ After the moft careful obfervation,
the event has fo often proved to me, that
- large bleedings weaken the fick, without
proportionably leficning the difeafe, that I
have for a long time never taken away blood
in any quantity. In very full, fanguine
habits of body, bleeding may be neceflary,
but I think the repetition of it fhould be
infifted uvpon with great cautionz” Asan

* Pag. rz, 18. 2 Pag, 23.
evacuant,
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evacuant, he recommends a powder compofed
of two grains of fartarum emeticum, and one
{cruple of prepared crabs eyes; of which he
gives from two to fix grains, and repeats it as
circumftances require, judicioufly obferving,
that ‘no benefit is to' be expected but from its
fenfible operation. |

1769. A new [fyflem of midwifery. By
RoBerT WaALLACE Jounson, M. D.
 London, 1769. part w. chap. vil.

He treats of the puerperal fever, in the
feventh chapter, entitled, Gf the fuppreffion of
2he lochia. ¢ A fever, fays he, without a fup-
pr{:iﬁan, 15 not uncommon 1n the month of
childbed; but a fuppreflion, as far as I can’
difcover, 1s never to be found without a fever :
wet (if diftinét) which is prier? or whether
the fuppreflion 1s not, n fome cafes, the
primordial, and in others the confequent, it
is not eafy to determine. However, leaving
the decifion to future difcovery, I fhall, in
order to inform the ftudent as well as I can,
take notice firft of the moft probable caufes,
8cc.  Firlt then, the caufes, which may be
atligned, are very different, to wit, a peculiar
gt miafm
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miafm in the atmofphere; an admiffion of
cold air {o freely to the furface of the body,
asto excite rigors, &c. an ingrefs of fuch air
into the- cavity of the wterus, whereby the
blood may be fuddenly thickened or congeal-
ed; an over-heated or hurried circulation,
by which the uterine vefiels may be over-
charged or fuffocated ;. every thing capable
of bringing on an inflammation in the fub-
{tance of the uferus, or 1 any part {o con-
neted with 1t, as to affect 1t; any violent or
inftantaneous agitation of mind; or what-
cver is capable of exciting rritation. A fyp-
preflion .of the lateal fecretion, as alfo a
d:arrhoea, may contribute to it %.”

Arnong the curative indications, hereckons
as the firft, a timely diminution of the quan-
tity of theblood. For this end, he recommends
Vﬁ}mfe&iaq as the.moft eligible means, and
lays very great ftrefs upon 1t, provided jt be
begun carly, that is, foon after the attack,
while the pulie is full, or before the vifeera
are much affeted ; for he remarks, that if'this
opportunity be loft, the inflammation in-
creafes faft, the pulie finks, becoming finall,
quick, weak, and at lgit wregular ; fo that
bleeding now would be very injudicious.

' Pag. 238, 339.
1779
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15770. Obfervations on the prevailing difeafes
in Great Britain. By JoHN MILLAR,
M. D. London, 1770. part iii. chap. 1,
Of the puerperal fever,

- 'T'his author, very judicioufly, ranks the
puerperal fever among the popular difeafes of
Great Britain ; and indeed no writer, on the
prevailing difeafes of any country, can hard-
ly, with propriety, omit it. He clafles this
fever with thofe which partake both of a
putrid, and inflammatory nature. I fhall
give the author’s opinion, of the caufes of
this difeafe, in his own words. ¢¢ The changes
which the humours naturally undergo in
women, during their pregnancy, render them
more liable to the contagion of putrid dif-
eafes; while the circumftances attending
childbed produce inflammatory {ymptoms,
and hence often arifes a complicated fever,
the moft dangerous and difficult of cure of
any which falls under the diretion of the
phyfician *. When a woman in childbed
is feized with a remitting fever, if there is
0 irregularity 1n the ufual evacuations, the,

* Pag. 330.

/

fymptoms
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- {ymptoms are nearly the fame as thofe
which were already deferibed i treating of
that difeafe ; but her particular fituation ren-
ders it more dangerous. If the ufual evacuations
are fupprefled, the fever partakes more of in-
flammation, and is attended-with particular
tymptoms whi{:h-lreé!iﬂ rea peculiar treatment.
But the puerperal fever 1s much oftener occa-
fioned by the oppofite extreme; yet that natu-
ral. evacuation: is mot too rafhly to be pro-
nounced exceflive, fince it is wifely intended
to prevent the evil confequences which might
arife: from. inflammation, or from obftruction
ua the veflels 1.7

Some phyficians; he obferves, aflert that
this difeafe. is “tol be cured by venwmfetion,
while others “have maintained' it to be
pernicious, and; that cordials, opiates, and
emmenagogues; are the only medicines:
.;}'\bl;riu_h can: ber fafely ufed. When there is
much pain,. hardnefs, and fwelling in the
helly, and efpecially if any injury has been:
received:during the time of labour, bleeding,
ke fays,, may be neceffary; but that as this
gemedy 1s ever to: be ufed with caution in the:
Fﬁﬁlﬁp{:rul.feveq the application of it thould:

P Pag. 333, 334. -
always
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always be direGed by the advice of an able
phvfician; and that no general rule can be
given concerning it, fince there are many
circumi{tances to be confidered, which render
“almoft every new cafe a particular ftudy.
'Thofe of a delicate conftitution, continues
he, do not bear a lofs of blood, and if it

fthould be taken away imprudently, theyare
brought into great danger. If the he-
morrhage has been violent at the time of
delivery, bleeding is then improper ; but if,
from the beginning, the natural evacuation
has either been too fmall, or altogether
fupprefled ; if the labour has been fevere, and
if any violence hasbeen ufed, it then becomes
abfolutely neceflary, and fometmmes mufl
be frequently repeated. '

1771.4 J‘rﬁ'ﬂtﬂ} on_female difeafes. By HENR ¥
MaxNiNG, M. D. London, 1771. chap.
xX. Of the puerperal fever. |

This 1s the lateft author I have met with,
who treats of the puerperal fever; and he
brings us down nczarly to the time that this
publication was put to the prefs, thatis, in

‘the month of Navember 1771.
His
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His fentiments, relating to the caufe of
this diforder, he exprefles in the following
terms. * From all the moft accurate accounts
of this difeafe, and from the period at which
it generally commences, there is reafon to
conclude, that it owes its rife more immedi-
ately to accidents after delivery: for it is
allowed, that it may follow a labour under
the beft and moft defireable circumftances;
though endeavours to dilate the os internum,
are fuppofed frequently to produce it. The
more immediate caufes generally afligned
by authors are, a ftoppage of perfpiration,
too free an ufe of {pices, and the neglect of
procuring ftools after delivery ; fudden frights,
too hafty a {eparation of the placenta, and
binding the abdomen too tight.  The putrid
appearance, however, which this difeafe fo
foon aflumes, affords ground to fufpe&, that
the predifpofing caufe of it is a vitiated ftate
of the humours: for it 1s generally obferved
to be moft prevalent in an unhealthy feafon,
and among women of a weakly and a fcor-

butic conftitution *.”

* Pag. 397, 398.
He
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‘#He remarks. that,” with Ttegard “to the
tﬁ'ethﬂd of cure, no difeafe hds more divided
the fentlments of phy“ﬁcians, than the" puer=
peral fever. That the apparent indications
and contra-indications of bleeding, and other
remediés, arifing from the campllcatmn of
mflammatory and putud {fymptoms’;’ rt_hve:
~ equivocal appearance of ‘the vmmtmg and
purging, as whether they are'critical or fyrﬂp-
tomatical ; and the different caufes’ from
whence {ymptoms fimilar to each other may
arife in pregnant women; all confpire to in-
volve the fubje in great obfcurity and inde-
cifion. Speaking of the cure he fays, that
one of the moft effential points to be afcer-
tained, refpeés the propriety of bleeding.
That a free ufe of the lancet has been gene-
rally regarded as the moft fuccefsful expedi-
ent in practice; and that there are fome in-
ftances of critical hemorrhages which would
~appear to confirm its utility. Bat he thinks,
he may fafely affirm from experience, that,
for one who will be benefited by large
bleeding, a much greater number will be in-
jured, and that even almoft irretrievably.
‘That, indeed, he 1s {o fenfible of this fat, that
for feveral years he hasfeldom advifed bleed-
T ng,
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ing, except in women of plethoric confti-
tutions, and 10 whom the ﬁgns of '1nﬂam-
mation rofe hlgh. ~nor that even.in fuch
patients ought it to be repeated without great
caution, and the exiftence of ftrong indica-
tions. And concludes with obferving, that,
thuugh bleﬁdmg ought in general to be ufed
with great cautmn, there are certainly many
cafes in which it is both uﬂceﬁ'aqr, and ad-
vantageous, .

CHAP.



PUERPERAL Ffﬁvm. {47

'f::HAP vt

The :fdfﬁqij.r Oﬁmon ‘of the Gﬂuﬁ% of ﬂ.'az.r
U D

EBICAL' writers  have fanged'

the r:aufes of difeafes . under various
headd; fome of them rather mote fubtile,
than ufeful. 1 fhall confie myfelf to three
of them ¢ the immediate, or proximate; the
predifpofing, or remote; anid the occafional
caufe. 'The immediate, or proximate caufe,
of a difeafe, is that which is fufficient of it-
felf to produce the difeafe. ‘The predifpo-
fing caufes are fuch as precede, and lead on
to the immediate ; the occafional are fuch as
fucceed, and promote the predifpofing caufes:
thefe, be‘mg all combined together, fnrn‘r
the immediate, or proximate caufe.

The immediate caufe, then, of the pum‘-
peral fever, is an inflammation of the in-
teftines, and omentum. For the truth of
this affertion 1 appeal to diffeftions. The
¢hief predifpofing caufe, as I apprehend, 1s

T3 the
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the preﬁ'ura of the gravid uferus au'amﬁ the
inteftines, and omentum.

. The aterus, - after ﬂnp:egnatmn, rifes
gradually, out of the pelvis, into the cavity
of the abdomen. _As. it afcends, it carries its:
burden along with it, which receives a gra-
dual increafe in its bulk every day, for the
{fpace of nine months ; till at laft it becomes fo
large as to diftend the abdomen to an am*azmg
degree The progrefs .of this dlﬁenﬁﬁn 1
fuppofed to be nearly as follows: In the
{pace of three mnnths, after conception, the
uterus rifes abuve the brim of the _pefw.r, and
the tumourinthe aﬁdamm begins to appear. At
the fifth meonth, it is increafed .to 2 much
greater magnitude, and rifes up as high
as the middle {pace between the pudes and
the navel. By the feventh month, the fun-
dus uteri reaches as high as the navel, and at
the eighth month, 1t 1s advanced midway be-
twixt the navel and ferobiculus cordis. In
the ninth month, it rifes to within a {mall
{pace of the lower point of the breaft-bone ;
and the neck of the wferus is then wholly
diftended with the fundus, in a globular form.
It 1s eafy to imagine ithat the regulanty of
this diftenfion muft vary, more or lefs, in

| almoft
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almoft every gravid fubject ; according to the

bulk of the child; the quantity of waters

contained in the #zerus, and many other con-
tingent circumftances: attending geftation :

fo that the very fame woman will hardly -

carry her burden twice, exaltly alike. It is
remarked by authors that the fubftance of
the.uterus does not, in general, grow thin-

ner by extenfion, but rather increafeth’ in
thicknefs ; hence its preflure againft any part
which it may happen to reft upon, will be
pretty great, even to the time of delivery. ‘As

the uterus increafes in magnitude it will begin
to fit heavy upon the inteftines, and by the
‘end of feven months I thould imagine, will
prefs ftrongly againft them. From that

time to the approach of delivery the abdomen

muft be {o tenfe and full, and the pr&ﬂ'm:e fo
great again{t both the inteftines and omentum,

as greatly to interrupt the circulation in va-

rious parts of thofe vz/cera.  And, near the

term of childbirth, it muft be {fo much in-

creafed, that it appears to me much more

wonderful, that the difeale does not oftener

happen, than that it happens fo often as it

does. But the all-wife Creator, who is pro-

vident in all his works, hath filled the gravid

BlerUs
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uterus with a fluid, for the prefervation of the
inteftines as well as the tendet mnfant, dur-
ing a ftate of pregnancy, and conftructed the
former as fo many large hollow moveable
tubes, filled with air and other fluids, rolling
gently one upon another, and therefore eafily
yielding to preflure, and not fo foon affeéted
by it. The fame wifdom is alfo confpicuous
in the fituation, and ftruCure, of the omen-
tum; for 1t is gencrally well guarded by plenty -
of fat, and not very fufceptible of feeling;
and 1s placed, in a loofe flowing ftate, upon
the {oftly yielding inteftines. May not
likewife that diftribution of the fat in lines,
which run on each fide its blood-veflels,
be defigned as fo many bolfters to defend
them more effetually from preflure? At
leaft, could any thing be more artfully de-
vifed for fuch a purpofe! The omentum,
the latter part of pregnancy, muft either lie
flat, which 1s its natural fituation, or be
rumpled and carried up, by the gravid uferus,
in folds or doublings. When this laft is the
cafe, ‘which probably is not unfrequently fo,
the danger of a ftrangulated circulation will

be the greater.
The
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~ The general effeéts of this preflure of the
gravid uterus upon the inteftines and omentum
will be, to interrupt the free circulation of the
blood, particularly 1n thofe parts on which
it happens to be moft prevalent, and to de-
firoy the tone of the blood-veflels. The
other parts, more free from this compreffion,
will receive a larger quantity of blood inta
their veflels than ufual; by which means
they will be diftended, their coats weakened,
and the furrounding capillaries filled with half
ftagnating fluids, and may become more or
lefs inflamed. The evils attending this
P;eﬂ'u-rf: muft be increafed by refpiration,
The diaphragm, atevery full infpiration will
Pre:ﬁ; the inteftinal vifcera {trongly again{t
the diftended wzerus, and the abdominal mui-
cles will as ftrongly refit it. Hence all violent
exercife, or labour, in an advanced ftate of
pregnancy, muft be very hurtful. The
frequent vomitings, which happen to fome
women in the latter end of geftation, may
for the fame reafon be injurious, 1f the child’s
head, or any hard part of its body, fhould be
{fo placed m the uferus during gravidity, as
to prefs {trongly upon any particular part
of the nteftinal canal or ementum, then the

danger
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danger will be increafed; becaufe in that
cafe, it would a&t upon it like a hard fixed
body. Aslam no pra&ntmner in midwifery,
I have not had an opportunity of attending
fo minutely to the different complaints,
arifing from this fuppofed preffure, during
the ftate of pregnancy, as thofe who exercife
that art. But I frequently meet with women,
after delivery, endeavouring to account for
their pains in the abdomen afte&ing any parti-
cular part, from the child’s lying more on
this, or that fide, during ge&atmu _

The nearer the woman approaches to
her time, the greater will be the mifchiefs
arifing from this compreffion.  As {oon as
a&tual labour comes on, the woman is feized
with particular pains, returning at intervals,
which occafion ‘fuch repeated convuliive
" motions upon the abdominal mufcles and
diaphragm, as to force the child down into
the pefvis and caufe delivery. By this pain- -
ful and laborious aétion the body is much
heated, 2 fever, for the time bei‘ng, is pro-
duced, theinteftines and omentum are ftrongly
rubbed, and ground as it were, againft the

ravid mterus, at every convulfive throe,
till the child makes its way into the pelvis.
After
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After the expulfion of the child and after-
birth, ‘the wrerus gradually becomes lefs and
lefs, and at laft thrinks down into the bottom,
of the pelvis. The teguments of the abdomen,
which before delivery were greatly diftended,
are now  relaxed, and by degrees recover
nearly their-former ftate. The inteftines and
omentum, being freed from theit incumbrance,
the circulation becomes more equal through
their whole fubftance;  the veficls of thofe
parts, on which the wterus chiefly lay, are
immediately filled . with “blood ; but being
greatly weakened, by fuchalong continuved
preflure; they have almoft loft their elaftic
power, anfl can {carcely propel forwards their
contained fluids. Juft as we {ee a compreflion,
on any {oft external part of the body, will
caufe a blacknefs in that part, probably from
an extravafation of the fluids, which wiil
not go off for feveral days. = And why may
not the fame thing happen to the tender
fubftance of the intettines and omentum 2 By
- thefe means the veflels' become completely
fitled with blood, and are ripe for inflamma-
tion. And if the injury done the inteftines

and omentumy by thefe caufes, or others to be
U enume-
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enumerated hereafter, be fo great as to pro-
duce an atual inflammation, then will arife
the puerperal fever. But if on the contrary,
the veffels foon recover their ftrength, foas
to keep up a free circulation, in that cafe
the patient will never be fenfible of any in-
Jury, and will be reftored to her health, as
if nothing had happened. From hence we
may account for the mifchief arifing from
the negle&t of procuring ftools, foon after
delivery ; and for the great danger of keep-
g lying-in women hot, and giving them
warm {pices, wine, and {pirituous cordials;
left the inteftines and omentum, already turgid
with blood, thould eatch the flame and de-
{troy the patient ! |

1 will now proceed to confider fome other
evil ‘effeCts ariing from this preflure. By
long comprefiion the inteftines are, in fome
meafure, deprived of their periftaltic motion,
their coats are weakened, and become in
a manner paralytic. = Hence coftivenefs,
windy complaints, and {pafmodic conftritions
in the bowels, fo common to pregnant wo-
men. The confequence is, that, after deli-
very, their tone being loft, they become

qu ickly

et |
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quickly over-diftended with flazus, which 1
 1magine happens more or lefs after all deli-
- veries, but particularly after thofe that are
. unfuccefsful ; the capillary veflels of their
_tunics having likewife, as faid above, loft their
elafticity, are eafily diftended with blood, and
{oon brought into an inflammatory ftate. Be-
fides, any particular part of the inteftines, not
covered by the ementum, will be particularly
liable to thefe inconveniencies. Now that
part of the inteftinal canal, which is fituated
in the hypogaitric region, 1s {feldom covered
by the omentum, but lies naked, and expofed
to this compreflion.  And as the child
feems chiefly fupported in the abddomen, by
refting upon the brim of the pffwf:f?-" the
greateft preflure will commonly be upon the
fmall inteftines, cither in the rnight or left
iliac region, or direély in the middle above
the os pubis. From this laft circumftance I
account for the pain and tendernefs of the
hypogaftric region, which is generally the
conftant and infeparable companion of this
difeafe, and therefore conftitutes the chief
pathognomonic {ymptom. In diffeCtion the
firft, and fixth, the inteftines were chiefly
affeCted on the left fide; probably from the

Uz uterus
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wterus prefling more on that fide, than the

other, In the fixth diffeftion it is obierved,
that the coats of the inteftines were more
thickened on the left fide of the abdomen,
than on the right 5 which appearance is gene-
rally deemed a certain fign of a preceding in-
flammation. - And this, in all probability,
was the caufe of that partial circumicribed
inflammation of the inteftines, a little above
the os pubis, mentioned alfo in the fame dif-
{e&tion *.  From all'which it appears, that
the inteflinal canal muft particularly fuffer
in this difeafe ; efpectally in its mferior part,
where the preffure is {o' great, and fo con-
ﬂant and where the inteftines have no
apron, or covering, fuch as the omentum, to |
defend them. And from hence l1kew1fe, as
I amagine, arifes the great deception, among
authors, relating to the caufe of this diforder, |
For, finding it generally accompanied with
a pain In the region of the pubes, happening
{foon after delivery, they immediately cou-
cluded that it muft of courfe be owing to an
mflammation, or {fome other affe@ion of the
?ifﬁ’?‘_ﬂ.f—;; which communicated its effeéts to the

":

YPagi53.
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hypogaﬂric region, and was 1rritated by any
compreffion made upon the abdomen. Where-
as 1t appears, by the difiections, that the
uterus was funk down within the cavity of
the pelvis, out of the reach of external pref-
fure, and in a found ftate. Hence then, I
think, we may fairly conclude, that what
they in general afcribed to an inflammation
of the uterus, was owing purely to an inflam-
mation of the inteftinal canal.

The feces being long pent up, by the
preflure of the gravid wzerus, become putrid,
and, in the hrge inteftines, often fo hard as
to be concreted into a fort of balls. ‘This
evil extendmg, more or lefs, through the
whole inteftinal circumvolution, that 1s, fix
times the length of the perfon’s body, affords
an ample fource of putrefation to irritate,
and corrupt the inteftines, and, at length, to
infect the whole fabrick ; but particularly the
{tomach and omentum, parts which are in-
jured by the fame caufes, and clofely con-
nefted. Thofe vifcera, being once difeafed,
will a& reciprocally upon each other: the
bowels will affect the {ftomach, and injured
ementum ; thefe, in return, will refle&t back
‘the dlﬁ:nrder upon the inteftines ; by which
:  means
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means the complaints will fometimes become
{o general over the whole abdomen, that neither
the phyfician nor the patient can hardly de-
“{cribe the true {ituation of the diforder; how-
ever, gem.raliy fpeaking, its chief feat will
be found in {ome part of the hypogaftric
region. - A fever will fuc.,{,ec‘d, accompanied
with great thirft, violent pain of the head, and
frequently with a ficknefs at the ftomach, or
vomiting.  The body will be either coftive,
or nature, by a beneficent effort, will indicate
the method of cure, by a diarrboea. If this
laft fhould be the cafe, and the difcharge
thould be very plentiful, fo as thoroughly to
empty the mteftinal canal, and make a re-
vulfion from the inflamed inteftines and
omentuii, the difeafe will terminate favoura-
bly; unlefs it hath unhappily taken too deep
root, before this falutary evacuation was
brought about. Then, indeed, the intefti-
nal canal and omentum will become more and
more affeted, and will foon change from an
inflamed, to a gangrenous ftate.

What I have here advanced, may undoubt-
edly appear very fingular. It 1s true we have
no accounts, in any author which I have
anet with, of an inflammation of the iptef-

tines
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tines and omentum being the general caufe of
fevers after; delivery, and arifing chiefly
from the preflure of the gravid azerus. But
there are fome pafiages, in feveral writers of
no fmall diftinéion, that ftrongly indicate a-
poflibility of the omentum being greatly in-
jured, merely by compreflion. CAspar
Bavnin, treating of the omentum, fays,
¢ That infome women, after delivery, it re-
mains {o collected -about the middle of the
belly, as frequently to excite confiderable
pains*.” And the ingenious Ruyscr had
often been furprifed with hard oblong tu-
mours, remaining in the abdomen after child-
birth, for years together, with little or no
pain, though generally with fome inconve-
nience or other, till ‘he difcovered the true
caufe by diffe®ion. For he then found, in
one of thefe cafes, the omentum very much
thickened, elongated, and degenerated into a
fat flethy fcirrhous fubftance, adhering above
to the bottom of the ftomach, and below
to the fundus uter: *.” Baron van SWIETEN
endeavours to account for {fuch inftances, as

the firft above-mentioned, by fuppofing the

* Theat. Anatom, lib. i, cap. Xii. pag. 44.

2 Obferv. Anatom. chirurg. Cent. obfervat, Ixiii. pag. 59.
omentun
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omentum to be rolled up into the abdomen,
by the rifing uterus, and there, by the pref-
fure of it, or by fome other caufe, to become
exficcated, and to have its Jomelle concreted,
in fuch a manner, as to hinder it afterwards
from falling down, and regaining its proper
fituation. His words are, ¢ Fidetur autem
quandogue omentum ab utero aflurgente con-
volvi, &G complicari: fi jam, vel ab uteri com=
preffiones vel ab alia quacumque caufa, ficcefcat
omentum, concretio lamellarum omenti metuen-
da erit, mec depleto per partum utiro poterit
evolui, ut pri _ﬂmwﬂ locum amzxpef ARG P40
might not fuch changes be rather attributed
to.a preceding mﬂhmmitmn of the omentum,

caufed by the preffure of the “wzerus during
gravxdlty? The celebrated. MorGAGNI,

in his late excellent ‘work, feems to be nf
this opinion, and quotes thefe very two in-
ftances: ¢ During pregnancy, {ays he, the
omentum, being comprefled by the uterus and
the other viftera, and for that rea{bn fome-
times inflamed, may be formed into an
oblong and almoft feirrhous tumour, which |
remains in fome after delivery; as has even

¥ Comment, in Boerh, Aph. tom. iv. pag. 460.
been
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been obferved by me ; and affe&ts them fome-
times with pain, but always with fome in-
convenience or other, as Ruyscu has taught
us, and, before him, BAvuIn had hinted *.”
Thefe obfervations therefore (to which I
did not attend till T had committed my
thuughts on this fub_]e& to paper) help to
confirm me inmy opinion ; namely, That the
immediate caufe of the puerperal fever, is
an inflammation of the inteftines and omen-
" tum; and that the chief pr&difpuﬁng caufe,
is the preflure of the gravid uzerus.

Another great misfortune attending gravi-
dity is, that the whole abdominal wvifeera,
being ftraitened for want of room, will prefs
{trongly againft the diaphragm, and aorta
defcendens, by which means the lungs can-
not be {ufficiently expanded, a lefler quantity
of blood will be carried into the inferior parts
of the body, and a greater quantity retained
in the fuperior; that is, from the midriff up~
wards. This over-flow of blood will croud
in upon the heart, which will propel it
dire&ly into the aorta, in order to be carried
into the extreme parts of the body. But the

* De Sed. et Cauf, Morb. tom. ii. ep. xlviil. § 46.
X * circulation
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circulation being interrupted, in the inferior
part of that great trunk, prevents its paffing
readily to the lower extremities, therefore
a larger quantity muft neceflarily pafs into
the aorta afcendens, and quickly return again
into the lungs from whence it came. By
thefe means, the circulation will be confin-
~ed, as it were, to a lefler circuit ; the capil-
lary veflels of the lungs will be continually
over-diftended with blood; ‘the circulation
in them greatly impeded; and that organ
always prepared to receive an inflammatory
or putrefcent diathefis, upon any fupervening
caufes, which may tend to bring on fuch a
difpofition.  The violent circulation, and
heat, produced by the labour-pains, together
with the'fever, caufed by the inflammation of
the inteftines and omentum, will, T inagine,
very frequently 'be fully fufficient to effeét
this. 'Hence, probably, comes that eafy
tranfition which this diforder feems to make
upon the'lungs! The difficulty of breathing,
and the cough ; the palpitation of the heart,
and the rednefs of the face after exercife, fo
‘common to pregnant women, fupport the
former part of our argument ; and the perip-
neumonic fymptoms, {o often accompanying

the
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the puerperal fever, fuﬁcwnﬂy countenancg
the latter.

From what has been faid we may con-
clude, that the degrees of this difeafe may
be various, from the flighteft to the moft
violent, according to the ftate of the bowels
and omentum, at the time of the attack. If
they are very flightly affected, the difeafe, by a
gentle treatment, may go oft in a very little
time. If more than flightly affefted, then
it will require a longer fpace, and more
efficacious methods. If {hill more affe&ed,
the danger will rife in proportion ; and fo on,
till at length it may arrive at the moft vio-
lent degree, efpecially when complicated
with an inflammation of the lungs, and be in
danger of proving fatal in a very fhort
time ! This is not mere {furmife ; for, I think
1 dare venture to affirm, from my own €x-

rience, that there are all thefe ftates, and
degrees, of the puerperal fever. |

And hence alfo we may be able to give
fome reafon, why this difeafe is the moit
eafy, and the moft difficult to cure: Why
its flighteft degree is only a fmall remove
from the ftate in which all women are, after
childbirth; and why its moft violent deg

X 2 gree
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gree 1s only a little remove from death:
Why all lying-in women have been, and
ever will be, fubje& to this difeafe; becaufe
the caunfes that produce it are common to
pregnant women, at all times, and in al]
climates : Why the #zerus 1s not, according
‘to the generally received opinion, the chief
part injured; and why, on diffetion, it was
even found in a found ftate * ; Why neither
a fuppreffion of the lochia, I}Olj‘ of the milk,
is the caufe of this diforder; but moftly
fymptomatical;  As alfo why the puerperal
fever is not an infectiops difeafe, any more
than the iliacpafiion, apleurify, a zephritis, or
an inflammation in any ather part of the body:
Why it may in general be eafily cured, if
taken at the beginning; and why a negle&
of it muil often prove fata] : Why all teftace-
ous powders, and aftringents of every kind,
given at the beginning, ' 'muft frequently
prove deftru@ive ; and why a compreffion
b_y bandag& u pml thc aéa’améﬁ; n thié r'nalady,

# Inftapces, of this kind, are pr&ﬁ:rved in the anamum:a,l
Mustum, of that accurate and ingenious Anatomift Mr,
HENRY WATSON of Rathbone-Place, Soho; whofe
yaluabte Collection is always open for the gﬁ:ﬂeral lmprurﬂ-

ment of medlcal {cience.
l‘ i

o



"PUERPERAL FEVER. 165
or even after any delivery, is burtful: Why
miliary, and other febrile eruptions, are not
the neceflary confequence of this diforder,
but merely accidental *. From what has
been propofed we may likewife learn, why

.clyﬁers, and cath'uncs, are fo effeGtual

n the cure uf' this diftemper, 'md
why all other methuds fhould prove un-
fuccefsful, wzltlmut them' why bleedmg,
therefore, may be only looked upon as a
fecandvy help, though it fhould always be the
firt in point of time: ‘Why in all fevers,
fucceedmg a ftate of pregnancy, an evacua-
tion by the inteftinal canal is the pringipal
remedy, .Fu;d Jaﬁly, whv a thorough ac-
qmmtance w1th the natule, caufe, and cure,

“of the puerperal f'evcl, is a certain key to

the kn-:::nwledge, and treatment, of all fevers
happening after delivery; whether under the
name of milk-fever, or any other.

H'mng pmntcd out the noxious effeéts, of
the primary 2 and grand predifpofing caufe of

this difealc, T—'h‘? preflure of the gravid wzerus,

* On this head confult the judicious writings of the
t:e!ehrated meeﬂ'nr ﬂN’]I ONIUS DE Hﬂ.EN ln his Ratio
Mn’d'md: '

| :mll
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1 will proceed to enumerate fome other caufes
which have the fame evil tendency. Thefe
imppen either before, or after delivery, ‘The
principal caufes, after delivery, which may be
termed occafional, are too free an ufeof cordials
and {pices; an over-heated air; an unhealthy
ftate of the atmofphere; wuneafinefs of
mind; a bad habit of body; an obftru&-
ed perfpiration; but efpecially the negle&t
of keeping the belly gently open foon after
childbirth: and in a word, every poffible ac-
cident which iscapable of inereafing the cir-
culation of the blood. For the inteftines
and omentum, being prepared as it were, by
ghe Preceding uterine compreflion, to receive
any febrile commotion raifed in the blood,
will be ever ready to catch the flame, let the
exciting caufes be whatfoever they will: I
only particularize the above as the moft
common, and the moft prevalent.

And as the puerperal fever hath a ftrong
tendency, to run quickly into a ftate of putre-
fa@ion ; all caufes, during pregnancy, which
cmltrlbutc to bring on a corruption of the
blm:rd and juices, wﬂl greatly conduce to this
d:fcafe Hence breathing a moift, or impure
gu' 3 want of cleanlinefs ; indolence ; vexation;

mtcmperancc
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mtemperance of every kind; great coftive-
nefs ; hard labour, or violent exercife ; high-
feafoned meats ; too muich animal food ; are
all very powerful predifpofing caufes. Preg-
nant women, therefore, fhould be very care-
ful, to avoid all thefe things as much as
pofiible. Their diet thould be plain, and
fimple ; with a- due mixture of animal and
vegetable fubftances. They fhould eat plen-
tifully of fruit, and drink mild, cooling, and
acefcent liquors. If this fort of diet be not
fufficient to keep the body gently open, as
coftivenefs is particularly to be avoided, they
{hould take, now and then, a little cream of
tartar, lenitive eleCtuary, or magnefia. ‘Their
exercife thould be regular, but always mode-
rate; they fhould carefully guard againft
violent paflions, and all anxious cares: and
to avoid the bad effeéts of indolence, let
them employ themfelves in fuch domeftic oc-
cupations as amufe the mind, without fati-
guing the body.

I'will now endeavour to account for {fome
of the morbid appearances, which I obferved
in the diffection of thofe who died of this
fever. The depraved liquors, found in the
sdvity of the abdomen and pelvis, fprang, in

i all

7
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all probability, from that volatile Iympflj’
which 1s continually per{piring through every
pore of the abdominal vifcera, and peritoneum;
and from the difeafed parts of the inteftines
and ementum. ‘The quantity of pus, which
was found mixed with thefe vitiated fluids %,
was probably the effe@s of the inflammation
on the furface of the laft-mentioned wvifcera:
Juft in the fame manner as we fee pus fre-
quently generated on the external parts of
the body, m fome inflammations of the eyes
for example, without any excoriation, or lofs
of {ubftance. * This opinion {eems to be con-
firmed by the fixth diffection, where a quan-
tity of pus was feen atually adhering to the
integuments which lay over the recently
mflamed furface of the inteftines*. This
purulent difcharge, as faft as it colletted,
would, in general, be wathed away by the
perfpirable fluids fteaming through the pores
of the abdominal cavity, as well as by the
general mafs of liquors collected in the pefvis
and abdomen, and tvould be found mixed
therewith.

' Pag. 49.43.48. 86. 2 Pag. 53.
| 'The
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The great inflation of the {tomach and
inteftines *, might be owing partly to a
paralytic weaknefs of their coats, from long
preflure, fo as to render them eafily diftend-
ed; but particularly to the air continually:
generating from the putrefation of the ex-
crementitious humours, caufingirritation and
{pafmodic conftriions in- various parts of
the inteftinal canal. As a proof of this laft
we find, where a profufe difcharge by {tool
hath come on from the beginning, and con-
tinued through the whole courfe of the dif

~ eafe, {o as to carry off this putrefcent matter

as faft as it was colle@ed, that the inteftines
were not fo diftended with flazus; as hap-

pened in the fubjects of the firft, and fourth -

diffeétion.
The flight adhefion of the inteftines to

~each other?, might be principally caufed by

the inflammation of their coats, affifted by
preflure:  The inflamed omentum when it
is not rumpled up, but lies fmoothly over the
furface of the inteftinal canal, may likewife
fometimes tend to bring about this effect.
In the fubje& of the fourth diffection, where

*Pag. 41. 43. 48 53. 2 Pag. 38. 41. 48.

the
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the ementum covered the whole furface of the
inteftines, it adhered clofely not only to the
vifcera below, but to the peritoneum above *.
The greater or lefs degree of this adhefion
may alfo depend pretty much wupon the
greater or lefs quantity of fluid colleéted in
the abdomen ; which by 1ts interpofition might
hinder, or diflolve, fuch continuity. The
drynefs of the parts, in the fourth fubject of
diffle&tion, was, as 1 apprehend, the chief
caufe of that general adhefion of the omentum:
to the whole compafs of the abdomen which
lay within 1ts contact. ;
There 1s one circumf{tance, appearing on
difletion, which at firft {eems almoft un-
accountable. 1 mean, how it comes to pafs
that the inteftines and omentum, in the {pace
of ‘three or four days from the time of com-
plaining, fhould receive fo much injury!
The fubjedt of the third difletion complain=
ed only on the third day after delivery,
and fhe died on the fixth, with the inteftines
oreatly injured, and the ementum 1 a gangre-
nous ftate. It 1s difficult to imagine how
the malady, could make fuch a progrefs in

* Page. 43. p
L
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fo thort atime. Yet this circumf{tance, ﬁrangu
- asitis, ftrongly corroborates the opinion ad="
vanced above; namely, that the inteftines
- and omentum become fo chafed and irritat-
ed, by the compreflion and friction, of the
gravid uzérus, during labour, as to be almoft
in a {tate of mflammation, in moft women,
at the time of delivery: and that very
flender {upervening caufes, fuch as have
been recited, will frequently reduce it to
that ftate, and thus bring on the puerperal
fever. Nay, I dare almoft venture to go
further and fay, that it is not impoffible, but
very probable, that the omentum may {ome-
times be in a ftate of inflammation even be-
fore delivery, and the patient not be fenfible
of it. Suppofe the uferus, for inftance,
fhould make a long continued preflure upon
one particular {pot, at the lower part of the
omentum, and all the reft be pretty free.
Might not an inflammation take place, fome
days preceding delivery, upon that par-
ticular part only, and be fome time before
it fpread {o as to affe€t the whole omentum?
Now, in fuch a cafe, I prefume, that the pa-
tient would not be immediately fenfible of
Iii]}’ pain, becaufe of the infenfibility of the

X 2 gmntum ;
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omentum; that is, not till the inflammation
had fpread itfelf pretty nearly all over that
argan, and reached the upper part, where
the nerves become larger, and where it is
conneted with the other wvifcera.  And if
fome flight pains fhould come on, either
before, or immediately after delivery, the
patient might confound them with labour,
or after-pains, and pay no regard to them
till the inflammation became general. In
this cafe, as the difeafe advanced, a fup-
puration, or gangrene, or both, would {eize
firft upon the fpot primarily affeed, and
from thence gradually advance upwards,
The inteftines alfo, thoughactually inflamed,
are not always attended with that degree
of pain, fever, and other violent {ymptoms,
which are commonly expeted, 1 have
known a puerperal patient fit up in bed, eat
heartily, and complain of very little pain
in the abdomeny unlefs upon prefhing 1it, yet
the difeafe 1n a few days hath proved mortal,
and I have found the inteftines greatly in-
flamed, By thefe means the difeafe may
P&rhaps? now and then, make great progrefs
before delivery, and either not be felt at all,
or be miftaken for other pains, Befides,

the
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- ~ the female {ex, being fubjet, from their

peculiar make and nature, to a variety of
changes and pains about the region of the
abdomen, are more 1nured, as it were, to
pain in general, and bear it much better,
upon moft occafions, than men. And this
alfo may be one great reafon why they often
negle® the firft {fymptoms of the puer-
peral fever, thinking, like many of their
~ other complaints, they will ceafe of them-
felves. '

- From the infenfibility therefore of the omen-
tum, from the difeafe fometimes beginning
at its lower part, and from the primary de-
grees of pain in the inteftinal canal being
miftaken for others of a different nature, I
account for the feeming inconfiftencies with
refpett to the time of complaining, and
the great havock which is found to be made
upon the inteftines and ementum, {o foon after

the difeafe puts on 1ts true appearance.. Upon
the fame principles we may account for the
diftemper coming on, either before, or im-
mediately after delivery ; for the mortifi-
cation which had particularly feized the
lower part of the omentum, in the {fubjets

of
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of the fecond, and fourth diffe@ion?: as -

alfo for the fudden and imminent danger
which, in fome cafes, muft attend it. And
laftly, from what has been faid, the curious
reader may likewife explain many other par-
ticulars, which will naturally occur to him
in the perufal of the defcription, prognoftics,
diffe&ions, and cure of this difeafe; but which
would be too tedious to recount here. It is
fufficient, for the prefent purpofe, to have
drawn the great out-lines which lead to all
the reft. , -

"T'o conclude: we have feen in the preceding
chapter that it is the general opinion of au-
thors, from the time of HirrocrRATES to

this day, That this difeafe principally arifes-

either from a fuppreflion of the lchza; an in-
flammation of the wferus; a retention.of the
milk; or from fome other complaint pecu-
Har to the uferus. My differing fo widely
in opinion, therefore, from the eftablithed
fentiment of fo many ages, may require fome
apology. All that I can offer in my defence
15, that ] have drawn my notion, of the caufe

* Pag. 40. 45-





















