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7he DOCTRINE and ExamMpLE of

Our SANIOUR publickly confpicuous in
doing GOOD to Mankind.

MATTHEW ix. 11, I2.
When the Pharifees faw it, they faid unto

his Difciples, Why eateth Tour Mafter
with Publicans and Sinners ?

But when Fefuus beard that, be [aid unto
them, They that be Whole need not a
Phyfician, but they that are Sicks

MU R Saviour having called
from the Receipt of Cuftom
Matthew, his - Difciple, to
3 ¥l the Work of the Gofpel ;
and bemg in a Houfe with him and others
of the fame or like Employment, was feen

| by
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by fome of the Pharifeces. They were a
Sort of Fews, much addiéted to a fcru-
pulous Obfervance of the Law of Mofes.
And by Virtue of that Legal Righteouf-
nefs, they were apt to think highly of
their own Sandity, efteeming themfelves
too good to have any Regard for Hea=
thens and Sinners. They feem therefore
furprifed and offended to find Our Saviour
in Company with People, whom they 1o
much difliked. Whereupon they asked
his Difciples: Why eateth Your Mafter
with Publicans and Sinners? i. e. What

meancth Your Mafter, who taketh upon
him the Charaéer of Mefliah and Son of

God, that he deigneth to eat with {uch ex~
ceptionable Companions? Then the Lord
Jefus, with the Meeknels of Heavenly
W ifdom, anfwered : They that be Whole
weed not a Phyfician, but they that are
Sick. i.e. I go to them, becaufe I came

to fave that which was loft ; and they
who
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who have Infirmities of Body and Mind
are the proper Obje@s of my Gaie.

Tuus the Words of the Text fhew us,

Firsmt, That Opinions and Notions
may poflibly be againft what is good and
wife, and warranted by the Higheft Au-
thority.

SEcoNDpLY, That to take Care of
them, who are affli¢ted with Infirmities of
Body and Mind, and have moft Neced of

our Comfort, is to do according to the
Doétrine and Example of Jefus Chrift.

FirsT, Opinions and Notions may
poflibly be againft what is good and
wife, and warranted by the Higheft Au-

thont;r When the Pharifees faw it, Z‘bsjy
faid, Kec.

THaAT Good and Eyvil naturally differ
from each other, all Men agree. And that
Dif-
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Difference they can difcern, juft as by their.
bodily Eyes they diftinguifh Colours, and
by their Ears Sounds. When the eternal
Truths of Morality, when the great Duties
of loving God and Man, are declared to
them, they have a confcious Senfe upon
their Minds, anfwerable to thofe Doétrines.
So that by their Affeftions they are difpo-
fed, by their very Reafon they are promp=-
ted to approve Works of true Piety and .
~ Charity. But it is to be obferved, that
during the 'T'ime of their Earthly Life, Men
are frail and fallible Creatures: That their
Moral Senfe of Good and Evil may be
much impaired by Faults of Education,
Company, Example, and by vicious Habits;
and then in Confequence thereof, the Light
of Reafon which is in them comes to be
comparatively as Darknefs: The Thoughts
of the Heart, the very Mind and Confci-
ence being depraved with wrong Affe&tions
and Perceptions.

W iTH Regard to the Will of God re-
vealed
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vealed to us in His Holy Word, there muft

be a proper Frame of Mind in them who

with true Faith receive it; Elfe it may ap-

pear, as it did to the Fews a Stumbling
Block, and to the Greeks Foolifhnefs. = FHp eb. xi. ¢
that cometh to God muft believe that Fe is.

And 10 Mawn can come to e, faith Our_Sa— Johdni
viour, except The Father Which bath fent

me draw bim.  For if there be not a good
Difpofition to do the Will of God, how

fhall the Do&rine be known to be of God?

INsTRUCTED now by thofe Ora-
_cles of God in His Scripture of Truth, we
may perceive that Purpoies of Great Good
towards Men are tiot alike difcernible to
all: That to fome perhaps for a T'ime their
Ufefulnefs or their Expedicnce fhall leok
like Inventions of little or no Value. ‘The °
Gofpel which is the Wifdom and Power of
God publickly vouched by Miracles, was
for fome Ages overfhadowed with the Cloud
of Heathen Idolatry : Tiil in the Fulnefs of
B Time
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Vii. 14.

A att. XIL.
24.
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Time thofe falfe Delufions gave Way to the
Acknowledgment of the Truth. How
various at firft were the Opinions touching
the Great Salvation in Chrift! Some from
Hearfay had taken an Averfion to it; Be-
cauft, concerning that Dodtrine they knew
every where it was {poken againft: O-
thers from partial Confiderations, or World-
ly Interefts, judging of the Author of our
Faith faid: Caw there any Good Thing
come out of Nazareth? He deceiveth the
People : He doth not caft out Devils but by
Beelzchub the Prince of the Devils. With
{uch Imputations was that gracious Defign
of Mercy for a Time flighted: Neverthe-
lefs Wifdom was juftified. Il Surmifes
atid Sufpicions‘after a While ceafed; and

then was he approved the very Chrift who

came from God and wrought Miracles to
heal them that were Sick of divers Dif-
eafes: Then he whom the Gainfayers had
called the Friend of Publicans and Sinners,
appeared to be indeed The Saviour of Man-

' kind,
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"I{ind, who vifited {uch as had Infirmities

of Body and Mind, becaufe they were ca-
pable of the Amendment which he came to
give.

HeNcE we may truly colle&t that
Defigns moft beneficent feldom, if ever,
prove agreeable and acceptable alike to all
Sorts of People ; Becaufe their Interefts and
Sentiments being divers, they do not in the
fame Light behold Schemes of cxcellent
Wifdom. ThisCharitable Work, however,
which we are here aflembled to recommend
and to advance, Praifed be God! hath not
been obftruted by many of thofe Difficul-
ties and Delays: Nay, rathegefpecially fa-
voured of Heaven we have Caufe to believe
it hath been, remembring how many were
ready to diftsibute, willing to communi-
cate, although in other Refpe&s their Con~
ditions and Sentiments were different. How
greatly was the Hand of Providence mani=.
fefted to raife a Houle of Mercy here for

B 2 the
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the Sick and Poor; when fuch a Numbef
of bountecous and cheerful Benefattors free-
ly gave their Help, laylng afide all Party
Diflintions in order to unite in fo good a
Work t Whilft other Defigns of true Bene-
ficence have been obftruéted by irreconcile

ble Opinions and Interefts, This merciful
Defign hath had the Happinefs to find
willing and friendly Acceptance when firft
offcred to the Publick 3 Which is indeed a
Proof very honourable to this Country,
that Wealth is placed in the Hands of
thofe who havea Mind difpofed to make
good Utk of it.

ANsWERABLE to this Beginning hath
been the fuccefsful Continuance of Our In-
firmary. And we faithfully truft God’s
Bleffing, and the Benevolence of thofe who
delight in Mercy fhall compleat and per-
petuate it.  In Truth we have great Rea-
fon for thefe Hopes, feeing that the Scheme
of this Charity hath been ordered with {uch
Prudence, Vigilance, Integrity and Unani-
) | mity,
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mity, as to obtain a general Approbation: -
Yet, if any Perfons think they have juft
Objections either againft Our Defign or Oe-
conomy; fancying perhaps that it hath
not all the Perfe&ion it might have:
They fhould do well to confider with
themfelves What Human Inftitution can
be perfeély free from Faults, or {eeming
Faults: They might perceive how plau-
fible Objections may be founded on Hear-

fay and Mifieprefentations : How  ex-

ceedingly improbable it is there fhould
be Abufes or wrong Management, where

Perfons of the moft clear, the moft re-

{pectable Charaller are pleafed to have the
Care of Government, purely for the Love
of God ‘and of their Fellow-ceatures.
Whatever Doubts, or Sufpicions, or Ru-
mours, may have been againft this Fel-
lowthip of Charity: If any f{uch have .
been, let this Fa&k be juftly weighed a=
gainit them, of which there is undoubted
Aflurance : That a great Deal of Good
hath actually been dope to Many who were

trou=
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troubled with Sicknefs and Poverty ; who
had Infirmities of Body and Mind, and
muft owe their Relief to the Beneﬁcence

- of Others.

WE come now to the Second Particular
of the Text: That to take Care of them
who are afilitted with Infirmities of Body
and Mind, and have moft Need of our Com-
fort, is to do accord ing to the Doétrine and
Example of Jefus Chrift. But when Fefis
beard that be faid unto them, they that be
whoele need not a Phyfician, but they that
are Sick. _

'To all who name the Name of Chrift
this is an affeting Confideration: And to
us efpecially who are here this Day met
together ; becaule, it properly fhews that
the Charitable Inftitution we are now en-
deavouring to promote, is founded on Evan-
gelical Truth., To this Purpofe we may
obferve that the Antient Prophets, and I-
faiab in particular, fpeaking of the Age of

'The
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The Meffiab, alcribe to it the Power of
Healing, Then the Eyes of the Blind fball . e
be apened, and the Ears of the Deaf foall ™"
be unftopped: Then fball the lame Man
leap as aw Harty, and the Tongue of the
Dumb fing. By this Foken he was to

be fignalized for the very Perfon who
fhould fet up 2 Kingdom never to be de-
ftroyed, and fhould make Reconciliation

for Sin. And {fo we find when he called
Men to Repentance, he cured all Manner Mac.iv. s,
of Sicknefs, and all Manner of Difeafe.

W hen it is declared how God anointed Je-

{us of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoft and
with Power, it is faid in Effect he did
Good, doing Cures on the Sick. Morcover
when he commanded the Gofpel to be pub-
lithed throughout the World, among his
other Inftru&tions, was that of healing the
Sick. And we have Reafon to believe, he
meant that Healing fhould fometime be

- wrought by the ufual Applications of Me-4 %
dicine upon the Poor who had Need of fuch ;1

;|
Cilig=-
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charitable Relief. For befides that he .
faith, they that be Sick have Need of the
Phyfician ; we find he propofeth to Imita-
tion the Good Samaritan, who pouring in
Oil and Wine bound up the Wounds of
the Man that fell among Thieves, and
was left half dead: Who bound up his
Wounds, and likewife was at Expence to
have him taken Care of. = And withal ’tis
yery remarkable, that when Our Savious
mentions the Works meet for Repentance
and Salvation, which he will moft require
at the Judgment of the Great Day, Vifiting
the Sick, which may imply both the giv-
ing of Medicines, and the adminiftring of
Spiritual Confolation : Vifiting the Sick is
One of the Offices of Charity which with

the choiceft Beatitudes he will reward.

WitH this Doftrine and Practice of
Our Saviour, if we compare the Houfe of
Mercy here inftituted, we fhall find it form-
ed with very good Agreement to his Plan -

of Beneficence. For the Original Defign of
At
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it was, and the Effet of it hath been by
voluntary Aflociation and divers Sorts of
Benefadtion to provide for the Sick and

Lame Poor: And moft efpecially for Thofe

at all Times, who by fudden Accidents
might be maimed and helplefs. The Be-

nefit of this Infirmary is freely given to
all, who are worthy ard proper Objects,
without any finifter Regard to Party Di-
ftinttions Civil or Religious. And what
fhews it to be perfe@ly agreeable to the
Spirit of the Gofpel is the Provifion it
makes for the Diftempers of the Soul as
well as of the Body. It gives Meat to the
Hungry, Drink to the Thirfty, Cloaths

to the Naked, and Vifiting to the Sick.
With fuch a true Senfe of Piety it hath
been regulated, that particular Thanks to
The Almighty are to be rendered publick-
ly by every One there reftored to Health :
And a General Thank{giving once a Year
is to be {folemnized, as on this Day, for the

Bleflings of His Providence already vouch-
C :{ﬁfﬁd?
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fafed, and to fupplicate the Continuance of
pet. i them : That God in all Things may be glo-
rified throngh Jefus Chriff.

AND what is the Confequence of this
pious and charitable Defign? Tt hath {fome
Reward following it in this World. The
Rich here ferve the Poor, ’tis true: Yet
at the fame Time both the Publick and
Private Weal is promoted. The Science
of Medicine is thereby improved in its fe-
veral Branches: Which Improvement may
be falutary to the Richeft of Men as it hath
been to the Pooreft. And it is a Faét wor-
thy of our Notice, that every One of the
Sick and Lame, who are reftored to their
Health, to their Family, and to their
Friends by the Help of this Charity ; and
are then honeftly and ufefully employed in
their Callings, are an Addition to the Pu-
blick Opulence, Commerce and Security,
wherein we are all of us concerned.

WHAT
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W # AT hath been faid, I truft, may
help to thew, that the Publick Infirmary
here founded is very agreeable to true Re-
lLigion, is warranted by the perfe¢t Precepts
and Example of Our Saviour. Let me ex-
hort You therefore all that are here prefent
to befriend this truly Chriftian Work, ac-
cording to the Opportunity You have, with
Your Aid and Encouragement. They that
"are already Contributors and Benefaors, 1
perfuade myfelf) will efteem this a Confide-
ration of great Concern to them, that they
adorn the Dodtrine of God and Qur Saviour
with their Infpeftion and Munificence,
with their Advice and Attendance. And §
truft others likewife feeing their good
Works, and hearing their good Word will
be excited to add their Bounty towards
perfe&ing and fupplying the Goodly E-
difice, which this Charitable Socicty hath
built and appropriated to the Poor; E-
ven to thofe Reprefentatives of Jefus

C g ' Chrift,
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ﬁ:: xxvi. Chrift, which he hath faid: 2e bave al-

falm x1i.
I, 3 "

'ngf of Trouble.

ways with Tou.

Anp left any of us thould in any Sort
be weary of this good Work, You will
give me Leave to remind You of what is
told us in the Name of God. We are all
of us {ubject to Accidents and Infirmities ;
neither know we how foon and to whom
may be fent the Terror by Night, or the
Arrow that flicth by Day, ’'Tis a com-
fortable Saying therefore that is written :
Bzgm is he that confidereth the Poor and

Needy ; The Lord fball deliver him in
The Lord comfort
bine when be lieth fick upon bis Bed :
Make Thow all bis Bed in bis Sicknefs.
What Man is he that hath not offended
againft God, and hath not Sins to be for-
given? ‘The Means avajlable towards Par-

e xiin. don thus are defcribed, o 4o Good and to

16,

diftribute forget not, for with fich Sacrifi-

Pet v o.ces God is well pleafed. Charity fhall

cover
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cover the Multitude of Sins. The merciful vov. xi,
Man doth Good to bis own Soul. Bleffed wa v, 5.
are the mercifuly for they [ball obtain
Mercy. What have any of us that we
have not received ? = It is all the Bounty
of Heaven; the free Gift of Him in Whom

" we live and move and have our Being.
Yt is a Charge alfo to them that are Rich in* Tim- vi.

this World, that they truft in The Living o
God, Who giveth us richly all Things to

enjoy : That they do Good, that they be

Rich in Good Works. And in {o doing,

they may be fure, they fhall in no Wife

lofe their Reward. For God loveth &gl
cheerful Gryer : His Blefled Son and Qur 7
Saviour hath faid: I as much as ye bave |
done 1t unto Que of the leaft of thefc My e
Brethren, ye bave done it unto Mo,

Y e 1 thefe further Aids of Charity we
ask at the fame Time that we gladly ac-
knowledge with all Thankfulnefs the Be-

nefits already received. 'The very Purpofe
of
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of this Anniverfary Feftival is to render
moft humblé and hearty Thanks to Almigh-
ty God for the fingular Succefs wherewith
He hath profpered this Work of Chriftian
Picty. And becaufe His Blefling hath been
granted chiefly through the Miniftry of His
Servants whom He hath fet in Authority
over us: Therefore it becometh us well
to declare our Gratitude here to OUR
Gracious SOVEREIGN, whofe Reign
hath been diftinguithed by thefe Publick
Charitable Foundations, which witnefs the
Goodnefs of his Government, and his Fa~
therly Care of his People. And confider-
ing how the Bleflings of Divine Providence
have been vouched to Our Infirmary, we

gladly own Our Obligations to The Father
of Our Church, Who favoureth with his pe-

culiar Infpeétion this Provifion for the Sick
and Lame Poor: And hath Himfelf moft
clearly manifefted the Evangelical Reafon-
ablenefs of the Inftitution.® Next to all
| in

* See Lord Bifhop of Durham’s Sermon, preached i:cﬂ::rc

the Prefident and Governors of the London Infirmary,
1751,
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in general the Contributors and Benefators
to this Infirmary, according to their refpec-
tive Dignities and Diftinctions; efpecially
to the Prefidents, the Vice-prefidents, the
Treafurer, the Governors we pay Our grate=
ful Acknowledgments. Furthermore toall
and every of thofe who have been concern-
ed either in giving Medicines to relieve the
bodily Infirmities of the Sick ; or in admi-
niftring Chriftian Comfort to the Fecble-
minded with the {acred Offices of Religion
we render the Thanks of them that have
been and that are Partakers of this Cha-
rity ; and with all the Thanks of this Cha-
ritable Society. -

BuT to God alone appertaineth the
Glory of all. To Him therefore let us of=
fer Our Thankigiving and Praife for the
good Chriftian Services which have been
done by the Bentfit-of this Infirmary, to
relieve Sufferings, to cure Maladies, to
oive Health to the Sick, and Comfort to

the
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the Affli&ed. Of Him with devout Supe
plication let us beg the Blefling of Hea-
ven upon this Work of Charity and e-
very One of its Benefaétors.

A N D now to the all-bounteous Giver
of every good and perfedt Gift, to God
The Father, The Son, and The Holy
Ghoft be afcribed all Honour and Power,
Majefty and Dominion for ever and ever.

Amen.
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