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The matter difcharged comes from the ulcerated glands of the
internak tunic of the urethra : byt when the running fuddenly in-
creafes, it always proceeds, or from an inflammation of the
mulcular tunic, as happens after too freely enjoying the bottle and
the company of women, or from a rarefaction of the fluids *,
cauled by the expanfion of the internal air; as happens in {pring
and autumn, two feafons where the atmofphere, being lefs elaftic,
does not oppofe fo great a refiftance to the aion of the internal
air,

Formerly the running was attributed to a relaxation of the
affcéted parts, an opinion flill in credit among the ignorant ; but
by introducing a probe in the urethra, every one may be convinced:
that it is wholly caufed by ulcers.” Daran, who firt made this
difcovery, attempted to cure gleets by {uppurative bougies. His
method was foon adopted as the moft rational, and ever fince
tollowed by the beft practitioners.  Undoubtedly it proved fuc-
-cefstn} in many cafes; but in many others proved abortive, even,
in the hands of" Daran himfelf. | it

Long I had not feen bougies employed for curing gleets, without
finding them often ineffe@ual : however, as it was not my pro-
vince to treat venereal difeafes, this. method: hadi not f:ngagedc'mz .-
attention. Mere chance afterwards. obliged: me to.tusn my. thoughts
to. the fubject, as I fhall. now. relate. with. the. reader’s. per-.
miflion. | :

Calling one morning on. an. intimate. friend of mine. at. Paris, [
found -him involved .in the deepeft.melancholy, On enquiring into,

* A proof of itis, that in thiscafe the running is ever accompanied with a fenfation:
of {calding, which is.not felt in,the, other,cafg,. |
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the caufe, he acquainted me, that having been fo long in the hands
of Dargn for the cure of a gleet, he at laft thought himfelf free
of it, when, on a fudden, he was cruelly difappointed. Upon
which he begged of me to give him any advice in my power, his
fituation. being extremely critical on the point of marriage with a
young lady of fortune whom he loved, and with whom he could
not bear the thought of engaging, while under fo cruel a circum-
ftance. ' On this I faid to him all that occurred to me juft then
for his confolation. '

After I had left him I could not help' refle&ting on his melan-
eholy condition, and thinking how: poffibly he could be extricated
out of it. The beft way that offered to my mind was his
cure,, '

F indeed, confidered fuppuration as the only method to effe& it. .
- But not accuftomed indiﬁ:riminately to adopt a method as foon as it
18 extolled, much lefs to follow it blindly, I enquired into the rea- |

fons of the frequent ineflicacy of the ufual pracice, and foon was
made fenfible of them.,.

After mature confideration, I called upon my friend, and pro-
pofed to attempt his cure. He readily agreed. The fame day he
took an apartment next to mine. | immediately began his treat-
ment, attended him clofely,. and. by fuppuration properly conducted,
was radically cured in feven weeks.

_Some months after, two of his acquaintances left incurable by’
Daran, applied to me, requefting my afliftance, and both were
cured. in eleven wecks time. But here is not the place for enume-
rating cures performed by my method ; I therefore proceed to point
out the defeéts of the actual practice of preparing'and ufing bougies
to cure gleets, and fhall communicate the proper way to improve’
it, {0.as neyer.to fail the intention,

The
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_ The actual method of treating gleets is frequently unfuccefsful,
becaufe defective,

The firft defet is the hardinefs of the fuppurative, common bous
%ieél are made with, This is obvious from the ftructure of the af-
ected parts. The internal tunic of the urethra, although ever .
irritated in a virulent gonorrheea, is feldom the feat of the difeafe.
Its feat is commonly the glandular tunic beneath the mufcularjias
is fhewn by the abundance of the fuppuration, and more plainly
by difleting. In fuch cafe, it is evident, that a common bougie
introduced in the urethra, a&ing immediately on the internal tunic
alone, cannot caufe but an imperfect fuppuration of the ulcerated:
parts, and confequently cannot perfect the cure,

If fo, when the ulcers of the glandular tunic lie at the entrance
of the lacunes in the internal tunic; how much more when the
corroding virus has extended its feat, and produced a kind of
finuffes, as is always the cafe in inveterate gleets |

Another defe& in common bougies is a want of degradation in
their fuppurative virtue.

- It is well known, that pra&itioners employ but one kind of fup-
purating bougies, made with a plaifter, whofe balis is lytargirium
of lead and oil of olives ; whilft, in order to condu& f{uppura-’

tion properly, bougies fhould be more or lefs fuppurative, according
to the ftages of the difeafe. R

 Having for a long while made ufe of fuppurative bougies, pra&i.’
tioners ufe defficative oncs, even when {fuppuration is ftill abundant,’
But to thofe who have the leaft notion of the means employed by
nature in the reproduion of flethy fubftance, it is evident, that
fuch a fudden paflage from adive fuppurative remedies-to deflicative*
ones,
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ones, never can produce the defired effe. After a forced fuppu-
ration, kept fo for a long while, far from being incarnated, the
cavity of the ulcers is widened, and all the fibres around it have
loft their natural clafticity.

Thus difficative bougies employed immediately afterwards, being
all of an aftringent quality, and acting on the part alone they are
in conta& with, can only dry and crif p the edges of the ulcers, and
caufe them to become callous, The running is therefore flopt for
a time, and never fails to break out again, when circulation is con-
fiderably increafed by any accidental caufe.

The ufe of common bougies, as they are actually made, is not
only defe@ive, but unrational and hurtful.

In common bougies, the fiippurative plaifter is fpread over their
whole fuperficies. Now, to apply the remedy in every point of the
urethra, in order to cure fome ulcerated parts, 1s certainly very ab-
furd. - What is commonly alledged in fupport of fuch a pradice is,
that it is only by giving to the medicament this extenfion, that it
can be fure of reachipg and acting on the difeafed parts ; but the
feat of the diftemper can eafily be found, by gently introducing a
probe into the urethra, and there only may the remedy be applied.

Abfurd did I fay this method was; it would be well if it was
no worfe, notwithftanding it is but too common for practitioners to
affert each, that bougies of his own making are not irritating 5 it is a
fact, that as being {uch only they can ad&, for without inflamma-
tion no {uppuration is to be expected. It is plain therefore, that
the long ftanding application of an irritating remedy over the whole
membrane of the urethra, muft be attended with fatal confe-
quences, fuch as crifpation, and afterwards relaxation of its
fibres.  How many patients have I not heard, complaining of hav-
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ternal extremity of the bougic; and to faften it, nothing is want-
ing but to pinch it a little. |

The fuppurative I ufe at firft is diachilum cum gummis, rendered
fofter than ufual ; in order that being further diffolved by the na-
tural heat, it may penetrate into the cavity of the ulcers.

The fpace of time I continue ufing it, is proportionate to the
inveteracy of the difeafe’; and to fix it between proper limits, re=
quires the {kill of an able pra@itioner.

The cauftic humours which an ulcer contains, vitiate the nu-
tritive lymph, and prevent its aflimilation to-the fubftance of the
corroded fibres ; and befides adhering to thefe fibres, they keep
them in a flate of rigidity, and oppofe their extenfion. The firlt
reafon therefore, fhowing the neceflity of fuppuration in order to
cure ulcers, is to evacuate thefe humours. T he next is to diflolve
the callous edges of the ulcers, and to aid the corroded fibres to
difcharge the viicid fluids with which they are filled.

Thus having ufed diachilum cum gummis, I employ four times a

day inje@tions made with a weak folution * of {al ammoniac in -

common water, and order the injeGion to be kept in the urethra

five minutes every time. Mean while } make ufe of a weaker

fuppurative, fuch as + Zonguent de la Mer.

The time the inje&ion and {fuppurative are to be continued, is
likewife to be proportionate to the inveteracy of the difeafe, and

- ﬁlthm'lg]'i: the folution of fal ammoniac be a powerful diffulvent of callous fubftances,

yet it does not injure found parts.

+ This unguentum is but little, if at all, known in England. =The formula of its
eompofition- is to be found in the Paris difpenfatory. '

muft






A

.- Such is my method of curing gleets; and if ten years pradicer
attended with conftant fuccefs, may be allowed a fufhicient time to
convince of its efficacy, I may confidently offer this my idea to
the fenfible praditioners, and flatter myfelf that every one who fhall
adopt it, will find the greateft fatisfaction in this refpect.

Among the great number of inftances I could quote to evince its
fuperiority over all other methods hitherto in vogue, I confine my-
{elf to the two following,

In 1762, . A. Efq; contracted a virulent gonorrhcea at NVaples.
There he applied to the famous 7 ***, Having been {ome months
in his hands, without receiving any benefit, he went to Rome, where
affairs of importance called for his prefence ; and there likewife he
_was attended for a long while by fome reputed praditioner, but

-with no better fuccefs.

From Rome he went to Florence, where he was alfo under the
" hands of the beft furgeons.

Two years were already wafted in fruitlefs attempts, when the
patient fet off for Paris, and there was for two years together under
_the care of the celebrated Daran. During that time he underwent
a long courfe of remedies. The running indeed difappeared, when
- difficative bougies were made ufe of, but returned foon after.

A circumftance, however, which muft appear ftrange at firft
fight is, that the return of - the flux was periodical. It regularly
. broke out every year at the beginning of {pring and autuma.

From Paris the patient came over to London, his place of abode.
Anxious to be cured, he applied to an eminent furgeon, (whom it

‘would not be candid to name) who for eightcen months attended
' D him



S i

him with great afliduity. Various were the remedies employed to-
fubdue the running. Among them the fuppuration was again tried,:
dnd again did the running ftop by the ufe of difficative bougies.
When ftopt the patient was affured of his being cured, and to
remove every doubt about it, was advifed to drink punch pretty
freely. So he did ; but no fooner was the tryal made, than the
running returned with greater violence. Vexed at fo many difap-
pointments, the patient was determined to refign his fate to Nature:
‘alone, and for a while did not alter his refolution, till hearing
(from a friend) of fome ftriking cures of fimilar complaints I had:
performed, that he might not have any reproach’ to make to him-
{cIf, he refolved to venture a laft experiment. '

- When he applied * to me, his running was juff coming upon-
him-; it was of. a deep green, both fcalding and abundant. THe:
~ erection of the penis was accompanied with excruciating pains, -and:
the mulfcular tunic of the urethra fo crifpated, that the extremity
“of the glands was retracted inwards, “The urine {pouted out in a.
fmall ftream, flowly and with difficulty. Some time he experienced
a fort of retention, and never could ejeé it without pafling a
“bougie in the neck of the bladder. once a day. e S

My firlt care was to- relax tlie contradted parts ; whick I did by
‘mucilaginous injeions. In a week’s time no pain was felt in

eretions ; the fummit of the glands again became proeminous; and.
the {calding was confiderably abated..

- Sufpe&ing the whole mafs of the lymph to be-infected, as the
paticnt was rather of a plethoric complexion, I'made him fora-

long while go through a courfe of fudorific draughts,

*In Q&tber, . 156). IVPRE:
- When
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-~ ‘When his humours were judged well purified, I employed fup~
jpurative remedies, as I have explained before, and in about three
months time the ulcers were confolidated. ' '

There are now nearly five years that this gentleman has found
himfelf perfe@ly cured. Ever fince the difficulty * of making water
has diminifhed every day ; and thefe eighteen months paft he did
not need the introducing of a bougie in the neck of the bladder.

Such is the firft cﬁfc I was-fpeaking of = the fecond is fomewhat:
more {urprizing. ' :

Mr. J.G. a eclebrated artift, + having contratted a virulent’
gonorrheea at Milan, was for feveral months in the hands of a
furgeon in that town, and left uncured. From Milan he went
to Spain, and there was the fpace of twenty-five years under’ the
hands of all thofe who had any repute for curing venereal difeafes.

At ﬁrﬂ, all forts of remedies: were tried in .turn, by every one:
of them, and at laft aftringents rafbly made ufe of to ftop the
running,. in order to have a pretence for paymeat.

The running once difappeared for cleven months, but returned,.
without any apparent caufe, more violently than ever; and ever
fince, ‘till a few years ago, broke out again after indulging too
freely in drinking. T 1

s

® When the difficulty of making water, which generally attends gleets, comes from:
any other cau'e but,an irritation of the urethra; the removing of it requires a particulic
method.

4 Difcretion is a part of the duty of a phyfician: But although ever fo relu@ant to”

fee their names in public print, the gentlemen in queflion will not decline to appear in
fupport of truth, if a private intexview-was defired by patients. I have their word for it.

As-






















































