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TRANSLATORS

PREFACE

ted philofopher of
,antiquity, zhat if a
young man is ambitious to raife @
reputation in the world, or. to im-
prove in knowledge and wifdom,
A 2 he
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PREFACE.

be fhould travel into Joreign coun-
¢ries ¥, 'This feems to have been
ftrongly verified by the learned
M. Adanfon, author of the fol-
owing voyage. The love of
natural hiftory, and an ardent
defire of fame, excited this gen-
tleman very early in life, to ex-
change his native foil for the
burning fands of Senegal ; where
he {pent five years, in making a
diligent inquiry into the various
curiofities, natural and artificial,
of Negroland. Hitherto we had
received but very imperfe@ ac-
counts from that part of Africa,
former adventurers having had

* Philoftratus in Apollonio.

no
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no notion of improving their
minds, but their fortunes; f{o
that their relations are confined
to the auri facra fames, the pur-
chafe of {laves, teeth and duft,
with other materials of gain. Our
author is the firft philofopher,
who adventured to vifit the tor-
rid zone, for the propagation of
knowledge ; and who in fearch
of this valuable treafure, may be
truly faid, to have encountered
more monfters, than thofe an-
cient heroes, reprefented in fa-
bulous ftory, to have gone in
pur-ﬁlit of the golden fleece.

He begins his obfervations at
his departure from Port L’Ori-

A3 ent,
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ent, the third of March, 1749,
and -does not finith them till five
years - after, 'in the month of
March, 1754. By the general
account of his voyage, we find,
that during this time he em-
ployed himfelf chiefly, in the
mofit curious refearches of natu-
ral hiftory; confulting rather his
zeal for the advancement of learn-
ing, than his bodily ftrength, which
was often put to the fevereft
trials; We fhudder even' at the
perufal of the many hardﬂups
he went through, ‘to fatlsfy hls
own and the public curmﬁty 3
either in walking over the burn-

ing fandls’ of ‘the deférts of Afrlca

{:*{pof&d ‘to the ﬁ.mchmg heats

of



PRETF ALY

of the fun; or in traverfing ri-
vets and torrents, upon the back
of a Negroe, who was frequent-
ly up to his chin in water ; or in
defending himlfelf againft tigers,
wild boars, crocodiles, ferpents,
and other favage beafts, befides
the many noxious infects, with

which thofe deferts abound.

A Philofopher, like M. Adan-
fon, whofe aim in travelling is to
fee and to learn, takes notice of
every thing that falls in his way.
From{o exa¢ and judicious a nar-
rative, one may therefore form a
juft idea of this part of Africa ;
a country over{pread with mifery,
the natural confequence of lazi-
nefs. Thus he informs us of

what-

Vil
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whatever relates to the manners
and cuftoms of the Negroes, to
their drefs, habitations, repatts,
dances, fuperftitions, and po-
verty : neither does he forget to

mention their fociability, good-

nature, docility, and refpect for
the French nation, which, we
make no doubt, but they will be
equally ready to thew to the new
conquerors of Senegal *. He like-
wife takes notice of the Moors of
that country, a nation very dif-
ferent from the Negroes, but al-
moft as poor and as indolent.
Our author lived and converfed
with thofe different people, and

" '® This is to be underftood, provided they meet

with the like good ufage they have been fo long ac-
cuftomed to.

met
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met with {o kind a reception from
them, as muft be an encourage-
ment to thofe, who thall have
occafion to trade to that coaft,
fince the French fettlements have
been fo glorioufly reduced by the
arms of Great-Britain.

In regard to the authenticity
of this narrative, we may ven-
‘ture to affirm, that nothing of
the kind has been publifhed, with
fuch ftrong marks of veracity,
fince Lord Anfon’s voyage. The
character of our author, and his
learned improvements, are well
known at Paris, where he went
through a courfe of ftudy, un-
der Meflicurs de Juflieu, of the
Royal Academy of Sciences. Up-
- on

1X
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on exprefling an earneft defire of
going over to Alrica, with a view
of making difcoveries in the na-
tural hiftory of that country, he
was introduced to M. David, Di-
reGor of the Eaft-India com-
pany, who recommended him
in the warmeft manner to M.
de la Brue *, direétor general of
the factory of Senegal. Thefe are

public

* This gentleman being mentioned with great
refpect by our author, infeveral parts of this voyage,
the reader will not perhaps be difpleafed with 2 fur-
ther account of his character. He lived 27 years
on his government, during which time his conftant
ftudy was to ferve not only his country, but the
whole human fpecies. I fhall give but one inftance
of his univerfal benevolence. Having learned that
the Moors, in the neighbourhood, either made cap-
tives, or killed, fuch Europeans, as had the misfor-
tune to be fhip-wrecked on their coaft ; he, from a
principle of humanity, offered a reward of the value
of twenty moidores for every man in that condition,

they
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public fafts, which evidently
prove him to be a man of character
and abilities, and every way qua-
lified for this arduous tafk, fo
greatly conducive to the advance-
ment of learning and commerce.
As to his manner of execu-
ting it, we need only to men-
tion the high approbation of the
Royal Academy of Sciences, which
we fhall infert here at full length,

as a lafting monument of the

author’s extraordina.ry merit.

they fhould bring to him alive. Thus he redeemed,
at different times, and fent home to their native
country, at his own expence, fourteen Britifh fub-
jects. He is alfo a man of genius and learning. The
author of this note came to France with him, in the
firft cartel.

Extralt

X1
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Extraét from the regiflers of the

Royal Academy of Sciences,
Dec. the 4th, 1756.

Efficurs de Reaumur and
de Juflieu Junior, having

‘been appointed to examine a

work, written by M. Adanfon,
correfpondent of the Academy,
and intitled, 4 Poyage to Serne-
galy, &c. performed during the
Years 1749, 1750, 1751, 1752,
1753, &¢c. and having made
their report, the Academy is of
opinion, that the ingenious no-
tions, exact defcriptions, and ju-
dicious obfervations of the author,
afford reafon to believe, that his

work
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work will be acceptable to the
public, and deferves the appro-
bation of the Academy. In
witnefs hereof I have figned the
prefent certificate. Paris, Dec.
the 4th, 1756.

Grand Jean de Fouchy, perpe-
tual fecretary of the Royal
Academy of Sciences.

11k



SR, SRR W3 Ve ST R R R

ADVERTISEMENT.

HE Reader will pleafe to obferve, that the
_ French names of feveral places, animals,
trees, &c. have been retained in the tranflation, as
well becaufe fome of them feem to be of African
original, others have been received in late ufe by the
natives, and others, in fine, (which we may fay of
moft of them) were fuch as we could not find proper
terms to exprefs them in our language. In regard
to the Notes interfperfed throughout this work, they
were communicated by an Englith Gentleman, of
high charaéter and reputation, who refided fome
time in that country, and whofe name would do us
honour, were we at liberty to mention it.

Voot Wea ol VWea ol VoS Ve Vel W
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o2 T has been Iﬂﬁg obferved, that
SFT 14 moft people come into the
; world with an inclination to
~ " fome particular ftudy or pro-
feflion, which grows up and is firength-
ened with years. Whatever views our
parents may have had in our education,
the predominant tafte always prevails,
and, generally {peaking, determines the
purfuits or occupations of the reft of our
life. Having in my very early days felt
a particular liking to the ftudy of philo-
fophy and natural hiftory, I found my
B in-
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inclinations averfe from the profeflion
for which my parents defigned me, which ¢
was that of the church; and therefore 1
refigned a benefice, with which I had
been already provided, that I might be
intirely at liberty to purfue the ftudy of
natural philofophy.

The branch 1 firft took up with was
that of botany, which I confidered as
one of the moft engaging ftudies, not
only from 1its confiderable ufe in life,
but from its agreeable variety. The
opportunity T had of attending the lec-
tures of Mefl. de Ju.ﬂieu at the king’.-_s
gardens, led me thither very often ; and
the ftrong paflion I felt for that fciences
together with my conftant application,
{oon made me known to thofe gentle-
men. I cannot fufficiently exprefs my
acknowledgment to thofe two great
matters, under whofe direction T firft be-
gan that valt career, which I have not
yet finithed. The fpint of obfervation

and inquiry, fo remarkable in M. Ber-
nard
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nard de Juflieu, and which he transfufes,
 as it were, into thofe, who fympathife
with him in the fame kind of ftudies,
took with me immediately, and by de-
grees led me on from the ftudy of plants
to that of minerals, and from thence to
that of animals, infe&s, and fhells, in
fhort, to every branch of natural hiftory.

From that time [ had accefs to the
king’s cabinet, and to thofe of M. de
Reaumur, and Mefl. de Juffieu; there I
laid a foundation of knowledge, to qua-
lify me for making obfervations of every
kind : and as a little aftronomy feemed
conducive to my purpofe, I learnt as
much as was neceffary under M. le Mon-
nier.

After I had gone through a courfe of
ftudy for upwards of {ix years, under the
diretion of thofe celebrated Academi-
cians, I made known the intention, which
I had long fince formed, of going abroad
~ for further improvement. The obfer-
| B 2 vations
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vations of thofe gentlemen on difterent
branches of the natural hiftory of France
had very near exhaufted the fubject; I
therefore concluded that nothing could
be of greater fervice to me, than to em-
ploy a part of my youthful days in a voyage
to fome diftant and unfrequented coun-
try, from a perfuafion that I fhould return
with feveral difcoveries, which would
be new to Europe. 1 was fenfible that
the equinoctial parts of Africa had not

been vifited by any naturalift, confequent-
ly that a vaft field was open to me, where

I might reap a plentiful harveft of obfer- .

vations.

It was not, I confefs, a fmall under-
taking, for me alone to execute a work,

which requires the joint labours of per-
fons well skilled in botan}r,. natural phi-
lofophy, anatomy, and defign. This
confideration however did not deter me ;
and I declared my intention to my late
tather, who introduced me the begin-
ning of the year 3748, to M. David,

knight
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knight of the order of St. Michael, and
direCtor of the Eaft-India company, to
whom he was very well known. M. Da-
vid, attentive to whatever may be of ufe
to commerce, greatly approved of my de-
fign, and exprefled vaft joy at an under-
taking, which might be as ferviceable to
natural philofophy as to the commerce of
the honourable Eaft-India company. Ile
got me a place in the factory of Senegal,
and promifed me my paffage on board the
firft {hip which fhould fet out imme-
diately after the publication of the peace.
I was greatly charmed to find my withes
fulfilled, and I fet out from Paris the
20th of December the fame year, in or-

20 Decem.
The au-
thor fets
out from
Paies

der to take my paffage at Port I'Orient
dAdI'ls

in one of the company’s fhips.

The winter was {till very {evere when

I embarked the 3d of March 1749, on
board the Chevalier Marin, commanded
by M. Dapreés de Mannevillette. We fet
fail about ten o clock in the morning,
and got out of harbour in company with
i1 two

1749.
March 3.
The au-
thor takes
fhipping at
Port 1.O-

rient.
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1749. two {mall veflels, which were defigned for

March. the fame port with us. The wind being
at N. E. foon carried us out to fea; the
beauty and ferenity of which afforded us
a moft delightful profpect. An infinite

Porpoies number of porpoifes, or fea-hogs, dan-

s cing about our fhip, feemed to wifh us 2
happy voyage ; they flounced and leaped
above the furface of the water, {othattheir
intire bodies could be feen; then bend-
ing themfelves like a bow, they plunged
into the liquid element, and rofe again
with furprifing agility, fo as to imitate
by thefe different motions the undula-.
tions of the waves. It was pleafant to
behold them, now advancing in front,
and drawn up in the fame line; now
coming athwart each other, as if they
intended to difpute who fhould ap-
proach neareft the veffel; in fhort, their
fports were fo various and entertaining,

that we gazed at them a long while, be-
fore we were tired.

}‘HT&; - Thefe fithes are faid to move con-
gainit t!

wind.  ftantly againft the wind ; and the failors
- can
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can foretell by their motion, which way 1749.
it''#s to blow. Though this may not ¥
be true on all occaﬁons, it was fo at
leaft on this; for we did not long en-
joy that agreeable ferenity. The wind
foon ‘chopped about, and blew fo hard
from the S. E. that the fea grew very
rough in a fhort time. The {mall vefiels
that accompanied us, were difperfed, and
we loft fight of them till the day we ar-
rived at Senegal. In the mean while the Bad wea-
ftorm increafed, and the billows rofe fo E;;eiirﬁill
high, that we were obliged to drive be- e
fore the wind, and in that condition we
experienced the utmoft fury of a tempef-
tuousocean. At length, after having ftrug-
gled twenty days with this boifterous ele-
ment, luckily we doubled Cape Fini-
fterre, - which had given wus fo much
trouble.

No {fooner had we reached the latitude Aapil,
of 36, when we began to find the fea
more calm. A frefh gale fprung up at
N N. E. fo that we had very agreeable

. B 4 weather
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1749. weather after the ftorm, and were en-
Al joying the pleafure of a fine climate,

e ——

ohofApr when we efpied land the 6th of April.

Sight of

thePeak of This was the Peak of Tenerif, which

appeared to us in the form of a pyramid,
or more properly of a fugar-loaf, the
fides of which were ftuck with {everal
points. Though according to our rec-
koning, we were diftant from thence
upwards of fourteen leagues at N. E. it
feemed to us to be raifed under an angle
of above five degrees. At this diftance, it
had more the appearance of a cloud than
of a mountain, by reafon of its white- .
nefs ; and nothing but its ftability could
make us diftinguifh it. Sometimes it
was perceived above, and at other times
below the clouds, according as thefe
were more or lefs diftant from us. The
nearer we drew towards it, keeping it
always to the fouth-eaft, the more it
feemed to be upon a level with the
neighbouring mountains; fo that when
we were within four leagues, it was no
longer poffibie for us to diftinguith it

from
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from the reft. In this pofition the 1749.
ifland of Tenerif feemed to be a clufter 2P
of mountains, joined fo clofe to each
other, that we could only difcern their

tops.

The notice we had taken of the ifle They de-
of Tenerif, purfuant to the eftablithed ;n EJU
cuftom of veflels trading to the coaft TR
of Africa, was fufficient to dire& us in
the remainder of our courfe to Senegal;
and we fhould have followed it, had our
prefent circumftances permitted. But
the greateft part of our water and pro-
vifions had been confumed, during the
delay occafioned by contrary winds off
Cape Finifterre; and what little remain-
ed, was infufficient to complete our
voyage : fo that we were under an ab-
folute neceffity of putting into fome
harbour, in order to take in a frefth
fupply of provifions. Being fo near
land, it would have been imprudent
to let flip the opportunity: we there-

fore
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1749 therefore kept failing till night, and then

e lay by.

His hip ~ The day following we made the har-

el 2o bour. of . Santa Cruz, in the eaftern
g:.;aﬂﬂrflz. part of the ifland, ‘where we ancho-
red in forty=-five fathom water, the
length of three cables from land. This
place greatly refembles a road for fhip-
ping, becaufe it 1s very open; yet it
would be a pretty good harbour, if it
had but fafe anchorage: but being a
rocky bottom, it is apt to let the an-
chors flip, and to cut the cables. How- .
ever it is a very wholefome place. The

whole day was fpent in mooring the
fhip, and fecuring its anchors. We like-

wife amufed ourfelves with fithing for
mackrel. 'This feemed to be almoft the
only fith that could be found in that
fpot; and there was fuch plenty thereof,
that all the mackrel of the neighbour-
ing feas feemed to have made this their
rendezvous. We had only to throw out
our line, and we were fure of catching
fith ; and frequently without bait.

The
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The people of the country eatch this
fih in a better manner. As foon aslieny of
the night fets in, and the fea is calm,
they light up flambeaus, and fpread
themfelves with their boats all over the
harbour, for about a league in circumfe-
rence. When they come to the fpot
where there fcems to be the greateft
plenty of fith, they ftop their boats,
holding the flambeau above the wa-
ter, in fuch a manner as it fhall give
light without dazzling their eyes: and
as foon as they fee the fith fporting on
the furface of the waves, and gathering
round the light, they caft their net, and
drag it immediately into their boat: thus
they continue till their quantity is com-
pleated.

While this amufement lafted, we were
vifited every minute by fithermen, who
came on board our thip to fell their
commodity ; and indeed we had it very
cheap. 'The Canary mackrel is not of

the
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1749, the fame fort as that of Europe; it is

ﬂpl’il-

Difficult
landing.

not {o broad, but much {mailer, though
very long ; the fkin is of a deep blue
on the back, of a filver colour on the
belly, and agreeably fireaked. The
fleth 1s white and firm, but fomewhat
dry ; and though inferior to our Euro-
pean mackrel, ftill it 1s very well ta-

{ted.

The day following we had leave to
go athore. The fea was very calm in
the road; but it was quite another
thing on the fea-fide; where there was
a furf that would have frightened the
moft intrepid. As it 1s all covered
with pebbles, which form a very fteep
bank, and are alternately impelled and
repelled by the fea, it is very difficult
landing. They are obliged to make
ufe of the furge which drives towards
fhore, and to take care that the boat is
not turned about, nor carried back to fea.
For which purpofe there are feveral fail-
ors waiting on the {ea-fide; who, as

foon
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foon as they fee the furge approaching, 1749.
ftep into the water, lay fat hold on L
the boat, then lift it up with the people
in it, and carry it athore in a moft
dexterous manner.

¢

: After we had landed we found at the '51:-:::: of
diftance of a hundred paces from the fea- Critz.
fide, the town of Santa Cruz, fituate in
the eaft part of the ifland, as well as
the harbour to which it gives its name.
This town is neither fortified, nor fur-
rounded with walls. It {ftands on a plain
afcending from the fea, and terminating

in a narrow piece of land, very flat,
white, and fandy, about a league in ex-
tent towards the fouth. The town is four
hundred fathoms in length, and fifty in
breadth. It contains three hundred hou-

fes, built of Stone, and three ftories high_
The number of inhabitants is about three
thoufand, all Spaniards, who in their
cuftoms and manner of living differ but

very little from thofe of Europe.

Within
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1749.
April.

Laguna
the capital.

Peak of
Tenerif.

A VOYAGE

Within three leagues weft of this city,
following the gorges of the mountains,
which form an infenfible afcent, we
found the town of Laguna, capital of the
ifland. It is fituated at the foot of the
Peak above-mentioned. This mountain,
which bears the name of the Peak of Te-
nerif, is in 28 degrees 12 minutes north
latitude, and eighteen degrees 52 minutes
weft longitude of Paris. We found its
heighth to be above two thoufand fa-
thoms, that is, near a league perpen-
dicular, which makes it one of the high- .
eit mountains in the univerfe. It is faid
that the top of it is covered with fhow the
whole year round, and that it fometimes
throws out combuftible matter, without
much noife. It ftands nearly in the mid-
dle of the ifland, and is furrounded with
a great number of mountains, which are
almoft half a league in perpendicular
heighth. At the foot of thefe moun-
tains you fee feveral gutters like frightful
precipices, which are oftentimes above

3
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2 hundred feet wide, and two hundred 1749.
deep. They are made by the water- S
floods precipitated thither during the
fltorms; and as foon as thofe floods are
gone, the bottom is left quite bare.

The foil of this ifland is of a reddifh Nature of
caft, not at all deep, but extremely fruit- * "
ful. In the gorges of the mountains to
the north and eaft parts of the town,
you fee the fineft groves of orange, citron,
and lemon-trees of all forts. There are
alfo pomegranate and fig-trees all over
the ifland. Befides the choiceft fruits in
Europe, the inhabitants of Tenerif have
thofe of Africa, as banana’s, papaya’s,
and anana’s, or pine-apples, which
they plant in their gardens. The moft
ungrateful lands produce carob-trees, and
melons of every kind, efpecially water-
melons.  In the vallies you fee fields of
the fineft corn in the world, variegated
at regular diftances with rows of dragon-
trees *, which in their heighth and figure

* Draco arbor. Clufi.
greatly
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1749. greatly refemble the majeftic tallnefs of

April.

Its vine-
yards.

the palmetto-tree .

The mountains are laid out in vine-
yards, which have acquired a high
reputation by their excellent wines,
known by the name of Canary and
Malmfey. The former is extracted from
a large grape, which makes a ftrong
heady liquor; and is the common wine.
The latter is made of a fmall grape, the
berry of which is round and vaftly {weet ;
and the juice fqueezed from it has like-
wife a {weeter and more agreeable fla-
vour, which gives it greatly the advan-
tage of the other. The quality of thefe
wines is commonly attributed to the
climate, and to the nature of the foil;
but I apprehend that the culture and
form of the vineyards contributes at leaft
as much to their goodnefs. Their me-
thod, as I have feen pra&ifed in the

+ A kind of palm-tree, the leaves of which open
like a fan.

neigh-
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neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, is as fol- 1749.
lows. They pitch upon a hill that has %™
an advantageous expofition to the fouth,
preferable to any other: the lower part
they plant with vines, to an afcent of
two hundred feet at themoft. Upon the
whole ground defigned for the vines,
they eret little walls breaft high, at the
diftance of four or five feet from one
another. Thefe ferve for feveral pur-
pofes; in the firft place, by uphold-
ing the earth, they hinder the roots of
the tree from being laid bare; fecondly,
they withold the rain-waters, which
would otherwife run down the hills,
without foaking the earth; laftly, they
increafe the .reflexion of the fun beams,
and procure a greater heat to the vine.
True it is, that as thefe walls are made
of dry ftone, fymmetrically ranged with-
out mortar or mud, part of them tumble
down fometimes in heavy rains: but the
mifchief is quickly repaired, and may
even be prevented, by laying above the
uppermoft wall a row of large ftones

G fome-
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April,

F

& NOHALE
fomewhat inclined, to break the force
of the waters, and divert their ftream.
This practice, I think, might be fol-
lowed alfo in Italy, and even in Provenee
and Languedoc, as well as in other parts
of the fouth of France, by private people
pofiefied of mountainous lands, which
they know not what to do with. By
this method they might cultivate a great
many hills, which have been negleGted
for their fteepnefs, and would turn to
account, efpecially if they are well fitua-
ted.

The back of thefe mountains, on the
north fide, is barren and uncultivated.
The profpe¢t it affords to the eye, is
an amphitheatre of bare rocks, the co-
lour of flate, cut into vertical parallelo=
pipedons, from fix to eight feet high,
and from three to four broad, the
angles very acute. They may be con-
fidered as {o many precipices raifed
one above the other. When you have

reached
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have reached the top, you are fuddenly 1749.
ravithed with a profpe@ bounded only _2P™
by the horizon of the fea: you find your- Erofpet
felf raifed far above the clouds, through top of the
which you may defcry, at the diftance of wiss.
twelve leagues to the fouth, Canary and
the other neighbeuring iflands. Here,
inftead of treading upon earth, I was
amazed to find nothing under my feet
but athes, pumices, and burnt ftones,
fragments of which I faw likewife fcat-
‘tered here and there as I defcended;
but the greateft part of them are fallen
down to the foot of the mountains, and
even to the fea-fide.

Where the earth was open, I per- T
ceived under the pumices a ftone in large
mafles, of the colour of flate, and a
good deal hike the bare rocks which I
had obferved on the ridge of the moun-
tains. This flone bears {fo great refem-
blance to that which is melted by vol-
cano’s ; and the comparifon I made be-

{2 tween
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1749. tween it and the lavas, which M. de

April.

Juffieu had received not only from the
volcano’s in Italy, but likewife from that
of the ifle of Bourbon, confirmed this
refemblance in fuch a manner, that I
think we cannot, nor ought we to give
it any other name. ‘The like remark T
made in the gutters, and in the quarry
that has been dug in the neighbourhood
of Santa Cruz : there we find the {fame
mafies underneath a very irregular fira-
tum of burnt ftones; and they are cut
into pieces for the ufe of building. The
external and internal appearance of thefe .

mountains, the lavas of which they are
intirely formed, and the feveral burnt
{tones which lie fcattered as far as the
fea fhore, leave no room to doubt but
that each of the mountains, of which
the ifle of Tenerif is compofed, owes
its original to a particular volcano,
which, after undermining it inwardly, at
length has intirely fpent itfelf: and this
fubterraneous operation is fHll conti-

nuecd
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nued under the Peak, that huge moun- 1749.

Drii.

tain, which vomits fire from time to '
time. '

There is never a river in this ifland, Springs
becaufe of the {mallnefs of its circum-
terence. The inhabitants fupply the
want thereof by wooden pipes which
communicate with the fprings in the
mountains : and from thence the water
is conveyed to the town, the diftance
of about half a league. This water be-
ing hard and crude, they filtrate it
through a ftone, which is very com-
mon in their quarries. It is a kind of
lava, of the colour of foot, in a me-
dium betwixt the denfity of the grey
lava, and the porofity of the pumice.

The temperate climate of Tenerif,
and the richnefs of its pafture, contri- Cattle.
bute greatly to the goodnefs of the cattle.
They have fine herds of oxen, and ex-
cellent kid; but mutton is not {o com-

C3 mon.
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1749. mon.  They breed all forts .of poultry :
A2k but game, efpecially wild fowl, is very

———

foney e Tare. I took notice that the Canarys
gy bird, which grows white in France,
is here almoft as grey as a linnet,
This change of colour very likely
is owing to the coldnefs of our cli-

mate.

flante in * The. paflion [ had for herborizing,
made me regret the backwardnefs of

the feafon. Moft of the plants peculiar

to this country, were ftill concealed in

the bofom of the earth; neverthelefs

my refearches were not altogether fruit-

lefs. Near the fea-thore I found two

forts of fig-marygolds, otherwife called
ficoides * : the jafminoides, or baftard

jaf-

¥ Ficoidea procumbens, portulace folio. Nifk
Mem. Awad. 1711. pag. 322. pl. 13. fig. 1.

Aizoon foliis cunciformi-ovatis, floribus feflilibus,
Linn. bart. Upf. pag. 127.

Ficoides noftras, kali folio flore albo. Tournef.
Mem. Acad, 1705. pag. 241.

Mefem-
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jafimine *, adorned the tops of precipices 1749.

] ".'1'!1.

and gutters ‘with its pendant branches, "

~ which were loaded with ripe fruit: and.
the corn-flag of 4 Provence enamelled
the valleys and meadows with its flowers.
As I traverfed the mountains, I per-
ceived that the plants peculiar to them,
feemed to affet a  certain  heighth.
For inftance, the Zleinia T, and fome new
plants, which I purpofe to make known,
always grow on the lower part, where
the vineyards are generally planted.
About the middle we faw only the #:¢hy-
malus ||, or {purge; and the top of all
was covered with forelts of euphorbia q,
| Cid whofe

Mefembryantheum foliis alternis, teretiufculis,
obtufis, ciliatis. Linn. bert. Upfal. pag. 129.

* Jafminoides Africanum, jalmini aculeati foliis,
& facie. Niff. Mem. Aead. 1711, pag. 322. pl. 12.
fig. 1. . -

+ Gladiolus utrinque floridus, flore rubro. C. B.
pag. 41.

T Kleinia foliis lanceolatis, planss, caule levi, ven,
tricofo. Linn. bart. CIff. pag. 395.
" | Tithymalus dendroides linarie foliis ex infula
Canavina. Pluk. Phyt. tab. 319. fig. 1. :
 q Euphorbia aculeata, nuda, {ubquinquangularis,
aculeis geminatis.  Linn. hort. Chff. pag. 196.
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174Q.
Apnl.

Beauty of
the cli-
mate.

A VOYAGE
whofeftalks, though from twelve to fifteen
feet high, appeared to me below, like
fine mofs. The euphorbia and the
tithymalus were then in flower, and fur-
rounded with feveral forts of bind-weed,
which twifted round their ftems. In my
walks I met with no more than one fort
of land-thell, for the defcription and fi-
gure of which I refer to the hiftory of
thells, at the end of this relation *,

I was every day more in love with this
beautiful country. ‘The mildnefs of a
climate where it never freezes, the ad-
vantageous fituation of the ifland, and
the variety of its productions, all toge-
ther gave me infinite pleafure ; fo that I
thould have ftaid much longer if cir-
cumitances would have permitted, But
as the feafon was advancing, and we had
taken in our fupply of water and provi-
fions; we were obliged to think of re-
{uming our voyage.

* Conchz univalves. 5¢h fort, pl. 1. fig 2.
Pouchet.
The
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The fifteenth of April we weighed 1749.
anchor, and left the ifle of Tenerif after e
eight days refrethment. The tradep > .
winds at N. E. were fo gentle as not to fom Te-
ruffle the fea, fo that we fteered a plea-
fant courfe till we reached the tropics.
There we foon found by -the bright fe-
rene days, and exceflive heats, that we
had changed climate the third time: for
in lefs than fix weeks we experienced win-
ter, {pring, fummer, and the dog-days.
In thefe latitudes the fea, when agitated
in the night, feemed as if it were on fire, Luminous
and marked our courfe by a ftreak of
light which the veflel left behind it.
This phznomenon, the particulars of

which fhall be explained in another

work, appeared to me very engaging,
and I fpent feveral nights in inquiring
into the caufe of it.

We continued our courfe with the g, 3%,.
fame favourable weather till the 25th of ' tEE
April, when we found ourfelves within Senegak

fight of the coaft of Senegal. The land

1S
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April.

A Bird of
paflage.

A VOYAGE
is low, fandy, and very white, fo that
with great difficulty could we difcern it,
though it was very clear weather, and
we were within three or four leagues
of fhore: at length we f{pied a thick-
et partly covered by the downs, where-
by we knew that we were off the
wood of Griel, that 1s, within two
leagues north of the ifland of Senegal.
Not long after we faw hovering over
the thip, a bird which feemed greatly
tired, and defirous of reft: he pitched
upon one of the mafts; but a fowlng-
piece foon brought him down upon deck.
This was too beautiful a bird to omit
giving a fhort defcription of him. He
greatly refembled a jay * in the fize of
his body, and the figure of his beak and
feet; but he differed from him in fome
other refpeéts. His belly was of a pale
blue, and his back fallow. His tail was
adorned with two feathers, as long as
the reft of his body; and’ the coloar

* Garrulus  argentoratenfis,  Willug. Oﬁ:ir_ﬁr
pag. 89. tab. 20.
both
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both of the tail, and of his wings,
was the fineft fky-blue that eyes could
behold. I often had occafion to fee
this kind of jay in the country of Se-
negal: but as I afterwards found he
is a bird of paflage, that comes to
refide for fome months of the fummer
in the fouthern parts of Europe, and
goes back to fpend the remainder of the
year in Senegal, I would not omit men-
tioning that he is fometimes met in his

paflage at fea.

The fame day we arrived before the
faQory of Senegal. After having made
the ufual fignals, and faluted the fort
with our guns, we caft anchor three
leagues higher, at the mouth of the
river Niger, in nine fathoms water, a
flimy bottom, and good holding ground.
Though we were within half a league
of the bar, the fea was very high ; 'and
the winds blowing off the fhore, made
a prodigious furf, which occafioned
our fhip to roll in a ftrange manner,

| Here

25
1749.

April.

————

f&nchnr-

- ing-place

in the
road.
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1749.

April,

fet.

What is
meant by
a bar.

A VOXAEBTFE
Here we were witnefles to a fatal acci-
dent, which but too often happens at

Boatover- fea. We put out our boat; but un-

luckily it overfet, and one of the men
was drowned *. However we did not
ftay long in the road; a boat was fent
from the ifle of Senegal, to carry us over
the bar, and pilot us into the river.

By a bar we underftand a parti-
cular agitation of the waves, which in
pafling over a fhoal 4, fwell and rife
to a theet of water, from ten to twelve
feet high, and afterwards break in the
fall. No fooner has the firft wave had
its effe€, but it is followed by a fe-
cond, and this by a third. They begin

* This we may believe, as we loft on that bar,
laft May, a boat belonging to the Harwich man of
war, and in it captain Foreman, the next in com-
mand to the commander in chief, and than whom,
none could have more defervedly been regretted.

+ Which fhoal, or bank of fand, our author
fhould have underftood by a bar; but what he fays
above, is only the effe&t of the thoal or bar. Lonly
mean, the fhoal is the har.

to
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to be perceptible at a hundred and 1749.
fometimes a hundred and fifty fathoms e
from the coaft, and are as formidable
to large as to fmall veffels. A boat runs
the danger of being overfet, and a fhip
of being dathed to picces. This bar
extends all along the coaft of Sene-
gal; at leaft there are few places it
does not reach. Such was the danger
we had to encounter before we could
enter this river, the mouth of which
was covered by a bank of fand, againft
which the billows dathed with great
violence. - Luckily for us, we arrived
at a time of year when the fea is not
fo boifterous, confequently when the
bar is lefs difficult to get over: we were
_piloted by negroes, all hearty fellows,
and fo well acquainted with this na-
vigation, that very rarely any accidents

happen *.

The pilot boats belonging to the Pii::lt bots
bar are fmall decked veffels, from fifty B g

* All accounts, as well as our thort acquaintance
ef the bar, confirms the truth of this,

to
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1749. to fixty tuns, and f{ometimes larger.
Apill- They generally fail with ballaft only,
and feldom draw more than four or

five feet water. The care of them 1is
intirely committed to negroes, whom

you muft not pretend either to contra-

di¢t or advife. 'When we were on the bar,

we were obliged to keep profound filence,

that the pilot might not be in the leaft
interrupted : fome hid themfelves through

fear of being drowned, and fome through
apprehenfion of being wet : others, more
intrepid than the reft, ftood upon deck to

view the agitation of the waves. I, as
over the an obferver, could not help placing my-
P flf in this flation; and for my pains
I ot thoroughly wet. We were above

half a quarter of an hour in this dan-
gerous paffage; now lifted up by bil-

lows which bended under us; and now
tofled by others which dafhed againft

the fides of the veffel, and covered it

all over with water. One wave lifted

us up very high, and then left us a-
ground ; another came and took us up

and
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and was followed by others in the like 1749.
fucceffion. At length, after being toffed _##"
in this manner for fome time; we f{aw
- ourfelves out of danger. As it is cufto-
mary on this occafion to make a hand-
fome prefent to the negrees of the bar;
each paflenger behaved generoufly to-
wards them, and they were very well

fatisfied.

As {foon as we entered the river Ni- Breadth of
ger, we found ourfelves in a very gen- glfe.;il;s
tle ftream, of above three hundred fa- ™™
thoms in breadth, that is, four or five
. times broader than the Seine at Pont-
Royal. Its direCtion i1s exadtly north
and fouth, parallel to the coaft, for the
fpa.ce of three leagues, from its mouth
to the ifland of Senegal. The land on
both fides is only one continued plain
of quick fands, extremely white, with
a few downs fcattered here and there,
and continually fhifting according te
the caprice of the winds. The weftern
bank forms a very low cape or nar-

Iow
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1743 row flip of land, which feparates the

o P river from the fea; and whofe greateft
breadth is not a hundred and fifty fa-
thoms: this is called Barbary Point.
The eaftern bank is higher; but they
are both equally dry and barren, and
produce only a few low plants. We
did not perceive any trees, - till we ad-
vanced two leagues higher, towards
the Englith ifland; and then we fpied
fome mangroves, which are almoft the

only tree we faw till we arrived at the
ifland of Senegal.

Theaw- — This place is fituated within three
thor lands

- leagues of the mouth of the river, and
Senegal. two thirds of a league from the En-
glith ifland. It is'the chief fettlement of
Senegal ;*and the refidence of the di-
reCtor general. We arrived by night-
fall at the harbour eaft of the fort,

-where we landed. As foon as 1 fet
foot on fhore, T waited upon M. de la -
Brue, the diretor general, who gave

me
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me a moft kind reception. I delivered 1749.

to him the letters of recommendation
which I had from his uncle, M. David,
dire&tor of the Eaft-India company, who
was pleafed to intereft himfelf in my
favour: and they operated even beyond
what I could poffibly expe in a coun-
try fubjet to fuch difficulties. In fhort,
he promifed to affit me on all occa-
fions, and he did it accordingly with
fuch readinefs and good nature, as de-
ferves a grateful acknowledgment from
the lovers of natural hiftory, if I have
done any thing towards promoting this
branch of learning.

He foon was as good as his word :

I had the liberty of travelling up the
country, and of examining into its va-
rious  produtions. To facilitate my
defign, M. de la Brue procured me a
boat, with negroes, and an inter-
preter, in fhort all conveniencies, as
fpecified by the Eaft-India company to
the fuperior council, in a letter where.
D in

April.
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1749. in they informed him of my inten-

Al ¢ions.

pein.  Being arrived in a country fo diffe-

:ﬂ‘i;‘:f‘ rent in every refpe&t from my own,

Senegal.  and finding myfelf as it were In a new
world, whatever I beheld drew my at-
tention, becaufe it afforded me matter
of inftru¢tion. 'The air, the climate,
the inhabitants, the animals, the lands,
and vegetables, all were new to me:
not one object that offered itfelf to my
view, was I accuftomed to. Which
way focver I turned my eye, I faw
nothing but fandy plains *, burnt by
the moft {corching heat of the fun.
Even the very ifland I ftood upen,
is only a bank of fand, about 11350
fathoms in length, and 150 or 200 at
the moft in breadth, and almoft level

Breadth of with the furface of the water. It di-

i ap vides the river into two branches, one

thisifland: £ which to the eaftward is about

* The author is miftaken, or hasﬂfargut, for the

Guinea-fide is all covered with woods: the ifland
and the Barbary fhore, or tongue of land, are ex-
a&ly as he defcribes. :

300
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goo fathoms broad, and the other weft- 1749.
ward near 200, with a confiderable 2P

depth.

This ifland, notwithftanding its fte- {}‘Ei‘:’;;"“f
rility, was inhabited by upwards of
three thoufand negroes, invited thither
by the generofity of the whites, into
whofe fervice moft of them had en-
tered. Here they have ereted hou- Their

houfes or

fes or huts, which occupy above hys.
one half of the ground. Thefe are a
kind of dove or ice houfes, the walls
of which are reeds faftened clofe to-
gether, and fupported by flakes driven
into the ground. Thefe ftakes are from
five to fix feet high, and have a round
covering of ftraw, of the fame height,
and terminating in a point. Thus each
hut has only a ground floor, and is
from ten to fifteen feet diameter. 'They
have but one fquare door, very low,
and many of them with a threfhold
raifed a foot above the ground; fo that
in going in they muft incline their bo-
dies, and lift a leg up very high, an
D2 atti-
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1749. attitude not only ridiculous but difa-
Agsili greeable. One or two beds are fre-
Theirbeds quently fufficient for a whole family,
including domeftics, who lie pell mell
along with their mafters and the chil-

dren. Their bed is a hurdle laid on

crofs pieces of wood, and fupported by
forkillas, or fmall forks, a foot above
the ground; over this they throw a
mat, which ferves them for a pasl-
Iaffe or ftraw bed, for a mattrefs, and
generally for fheets and bed- clothes ;

Their fur- a5 to pillows they have none. Their

" furniture is not very cumberfome ; for
it confifts only of a few earthen pots,
called canaris, a few calabathes, or
gourd-bottles, with wooden bowls, and
the like utenfils.

what is  All the huts belonging to the fame
eapus., perfon are inclofed with a wall or pa-
lifade of reeds, about fix feet high;
to which they give the name of 7a-
pade. ‘Though the negroes obferve very
little fymmetry in the fituation of their
houfes, yet the French of the ifland

of
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of Senegal, have taught them to fol- 1749.
low a certain uniformity in the large- it
nefs of the fapades, which they have
regulated in fuch 2 manner, as to form
a fmall town, with feveral ftreets drawn
in a dire& line. Thefe ftreets indeed
are not paved; and luckily there is no
occafion for it; fince they would be very
much at a lofs to find the {malleft peb-
ble upwards of thirty leagues all round.

The inhabitants find a greater con-
veniency in their fandy foil: for as it
is very deep, and foft, it ferves them to
fit upon; it is alfo their fopha, their
couch, their bed. Befides it has fome
other good ufes, namely, that there is
no danger in falling; and it is always
very clean, even after the heavieft rains,
becaufe it imbibes the water with
great eafe, and there needs only an hour
of fine weather to dry it. However,
this town or village, which ever you
pleafe to call it, is the handfomeft, the
largeft, and the moft regular in the
country : tht‘,}f reckon, as I have alrea-
dy mentioned, upwards of three thou-

i B g fand
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1749. fand inhabitants : it is about a quar-
P ter of a league long, and the breadth
equal to that of the ifland, whofe cen-
ter it occupies, being equally ranged on
both fides of the fort by which it is

commanded.,

e o0 We may fafely affirm, that the nea
men. groes of Senegal are the likelieft men
in all Nigritia, or Negroland. They
are generally above middle fized, well
fhaped, and well limbed. There is no
fuch thing ever known among them as
cripples, or hump-backs, or bandy legs,
unlefs it be by accident. They are
firong, robuft, and of a proper tem-
perament for bearing fatigue. Their hair
is black, curled, downy, and extremely
fine. 'Their eyes are large -and well
cut, with very little beard; their fea-
tures agrecable enough, and their fkin

the deepeft black.

Their Their ufual drefs confifts in a fmall
@ piece of linen which paffes between
their thighs; and the two ends being hft-

ed up and folded, form a fort of drawers,
which
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which are tied with a fillet before; and 1749.
thus they cover their nudity. They 2P
have likewife a paan, that is, a picce
‘of callicoe, made in the form of a large
napkin, which they carelelly throw over
their fhoulders, letting one end of it
dangle againft their knees.

| Deferip-
The women are much about the of il

fime fize and make as the men. 'Their ¥womes- -
fkin is furprifingly delicate and foft;
their mouth and lips are {mall; and
their features very regular. There are
{fome of them perfect beauties *.  They
have a great fhare of-vivacity, and a
vaft deal of freedom and eafe, which
renders them extremely agreeable. For [
their cloathing they make ufe of two
paans, one of which goes round their
wafte, haﬁgs’ down to the knee, and
fupplies the place of an under-petticoat ;

the other covers both their fhouldeérs,
and fometimes the head. This i1s a

* The valt numbers of children, and children’s
c¢hildren, the French begat by them, and left there,
prove our author is net {ingular in his opinion.

D4 mo-
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Al VOYAGE

modelt drefs enough for fo hot a coun-
try = but they are generally fatisfied
with the paan which covers the reins ; and
they throw off the other whenever they
find it troublefome. One may eafily
judge that they are not long a dreffing
or undreffing, and that their toilette is
foon made.

As the ifland of Senegal is within the
dependance of the kingdom of Oualo,
the Negroes who live there, efpecially
thofe who are free, are of that nation.
They are, generally {peaking, very good-
natured, fociable, and obliging. Thofe
whom the company entertained in my
fervice, were Oualofes, as they call
themfelves, or by corruption, Jallofs.

Immediately after my arrival, I em~
ployed fome months, not only in ftudy-
ing the manners and charaer of the
inhabitants, but likewife in learning
the Oualofe language, which obtained
moft generally in that country: for I
was fenfible that it would be of great

fervice
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fervice to me, and even indifpenfably 1749.
neceflary in regard to the refearches I g
purpofed to make. With this view I
frequented their company, and was a-
mong them as often as poffible. At
length, when I looked upon myfelf as
fufficiently acquainted with their ufages

and manners, and able to judge how

to condu& myflf in a country which

had long been the objet of my moft
ardent withes, I determined to fet out

upon a ramble.

The quick fands of the ifland of Se- yge ofsor. |
negal, their dogs-grafs, mangroves, and
bind-weed, could not long afford fuf-
ficient employment for a naturalift.
There was no way to get further in-
ftruction, but by croffing the river in

order to vifit the continent. With this
view I went over as often as I could in
my boat, and feveral days fucceffively.
The ifland of Sor is the firft land that
offers itfelf on the eaftern bank of the
river, and 1s oppofite to the ifle of Se-
negal. It is above a league in length,

and
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and interfected by {mall rivers, which are
called marigots. The {oil is {andy like
that of the ifland of Senegal, but of
furprizing fertility. In the middle of
the ifland there are feveral hills of a
very gentle afcent, covered with white
and red gum trees, * and others of
the fpinous kind, and of very difficult
accefs.

I landed the firft time on that ifland
the 1oth of May, attended by my in-
terpreter, and the two Negroes, who
had rowed my boat. It is bordered by
a very thick wood, where with a good
deal of difficulty I found a path, which
is the only paffage to the inner part of
the ifland. This would be no great
harm, if a perfon was not ftopped every
moment by thorns, which are apt to
catch his clothes, and tear his legs : for
my part I came off with lofing a few

* A fort of acacia or Egyptian thiorn, on which
they gather two forts of gum, the white and the red,
heretofore known by the name of gum ‘Arabic,

and at prefenat by that of gum Senega.
fcraps
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feraps of my waiftcoat or fhirt, the only 1749,
apparel one can bear in fo fultry a coun- _ o7
fry, and where a fhirt alone is very cum-
 berfome. But my Negroes, with all
their agility, oftentimes left fome bits
of fkin behind them, not to mention
the thorns which ftuck in their feet,

moft of them going without fandals. Is

it not amazing that the inhabitants of

this ifland fhould have traded with thofe
of Senegal more than thirty years, and
all this while not have given themfelves
the trouble to open a convenient road!
Can there be a ftronger proof of the la-
zinefs and indolence of the Negroes ?
Their high road, the great thorough-
fare of this ifland, is a path, which
does not even merit that name; fince
a perﬁ::n is often obliged to creep on all
four in order to get through it. Not-
withftanding thefe difficultics I forced

my way.

My Negroes informed me, that there

* was fome game in this place. I had
ny
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1?49 my gun, and each of them had theirs.

Hares.

Fartrd-

pul=

I courfed for fome time without being
difcouraged by the curvatures I was
obliged to make every moment under
the thorns. I killed a few partridges
and hares, which made me amends for
my pains. The hares of this country
are not altogether like thofe of France:
they are not fo large; and their colour
is fomething between a hare and a rab-
bet. Their fleth is white, which gives
them a greater refemblance to a rab-
bet; but they do not burrow : they
are tender, and extremely well tafted.
The fame cannot be faid of their par-
tridges ; they are fo tough, as to be
good for nothing. I doubt much whe-
ther we ought not rather to call them
wood-hens, for they are the fame fize,

and much about the fame colour. They

are {ufficiently diftinguithed from other
birds of this kind, by two ftrong fpurs
to_their feet,

Pleafed
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Pleafed with my fport, I proceeded %"

as far as the village of Sor, which gives Village of

name to the ifland. Before I could get

thither, I was obliged to crofs two mari-

gots: thefe are rivulets with which the

whole ‘country is interfected in fuch a

manner, that one cannot advance above

two or three paces, without being ob-

ftructed. - I had contrived an expedient, pifge o-

when they were not too deep; which ;70

was, to make my Negroes carry me

over. On this occafion I made ufe of

it: one of them took me upon his

fhoulders, and as his clothes did not

incommode him greatly, he was quickly

up to his breaft in water; fo that he

wafted me 1in an inftant, as if he was

running a race, over the firlt marigor,

which was broader than the Seine at

Pont-Royal.- Thus was I mounted, if

I may be permitted the term : and

it is the fafeft: method of croffing,

becaufe the Negroes are ufed to walk

through thefe watry plains, as upon

land;
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1749. land, and they know all the roads : and

M3 indeed, as I had no other conveyance
in crofling a river or a lake of a
middling depth; I fhall repeat it no

more.

Biseliys ¢ Notwithftanding the care I had taken,
fands.  my fhoes got wet, but were not long a
drying. I had to walk on fands, which
it would be incorreét to call by any
other epithet than burning, fince even in
the moft moderate weather, they expe-
rience there a heat of 60 degrees and
upwards, as I afterwards found by the
obfervations which I {ferupuloufly fol-
lowed with M. de Reaumur’s thermo-
meter. A perfon may make an effay
by getting fuch a heat in his feet, at a
time when that of the ambient air is
22 degrees in the fhade, as it was
then in the ifland of Senegal the roth
of May, one of the coldeft winter-
days in that country: it is eafy then
to judge of the extreme {enfibility
of an European, tranfplanted from a

tem-
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temperate climate, to the hotteft part 1749,
of the globe. My fhoes grew tough M-
like a hotn, then cracked, and fell away Etiffmaf
to powder: even the feet of my ne-
groes were chopped. The very reflection
of the heat of the fun pecled the ftkin
off my face, and gave me a fmarting,
which fometimes lafted five or fix
days. .Such were the ordinary effeéts
of the great heat I had to fuffer, when
I undertook this ramble over the diftric¢t
of Senegal : effects which increafe in
fuch a manner, that the heat of the
‘place inftead of 22 degrees, mounted
to 34 in the fhade, that is, in the
coldeft air. To thefe inconveniences I tnconve-
muft add that of the quick fands, the ke
which are exceflively fatiguing, be
caufe you fink up to your ancle; and
your fhoes being filled therewith, be-
come intolerably heavy and -trouble-
fome. Then, for the firft time, I per-
c¢ived the wufe of that thick fkin,
thicker than the breadth of a finger,

with
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with which nature has ftrengthened
the foles of the negroes feet, where«
by they are fecured againft the hard-
nefs of external bodies, fo ‘as to have
no occafion for fthoes. Yet I accufto-
med myfelf by degrees to this kind
of fatigue: for there is nothing but
what one may compafs with a good
will ; and this was not wanting.

After thefe viciffitudes of a paffage
through thorns, rivers, and burning
fands, where I courfed and herborized
all the way, I arrived at length at the
village of Sor. There 1 found the go-
vernor, whom the negroes diftinguifhed
by the name of Borom-dek, that is,
mafter of the village. He was a
venerable old man, about fifty, with
a grey beard, and hoary locks.
When I call him an old man, of
fifty, this is becaufe the negroes of
Senegal are really old at the age of
forty-five, and oftentimes fooner: and

I
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I remember to have heard the French 1749.
inhabitants of Senegal fay feveral times, -
that according to the beft of their ob-
fervation, the negroes of that country
feldom lived to be older than fixty;
which agrees exa&ly with the remarks
I endeavoured to afcertain during my
ftay at Senegal. But to return to the
mafter of the village of Sor; he was
a lufty, well looking man, whofe phy-
fiognomy befpoke him a perfon of gen-
tle manners and great good nature. His
name was Baba-Sec: he was fitting
on the fand, under the fhade of a ju-
jube 4, planted before his hut, where
he was fmoaking and converfing with
a few friends. As foon as he {aw Mannerof
me, he rofe up, prefented his hand to ‘a'?n‘;‘;;ggﬂm
me thrice, then laid it upon his fore- negroes:
head, and afterwards upon his breaft,
afking me each time, in his language,
how I did. I performed the fame

+ Jujuba aculeata, nervofis foliis infra fericeis
Bavirs. Burm, Thez. Zeyl. p. 131, Tab. 614
E ce-
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ceremony myfelf at the fame time,

becaufe [ underftood that fuch was
the manner of faluting in this coun-

try. He did not take off his cap, for he

Their re-
fpelt for.
theFrench.

wore none: as to my part I followed
the French cuftom, which is never to
take off our hats to people of his

complexion. He ordered a mat to be

fet before me, and I fat down: then

he placed himfelf in one of the cor-

ners; and notwithftanding all I could
do, there was no prevailing on him
to draw towards the middle. This
is a mark of refpect they fhew the
French, whom they look upon - as
great people; that is, as great lords,
and far their {fuperiors. Indeed they are
not much in the wrong; and this kind
of fubmiffion ought to be encouraged
as much as poffible *; fo I did not prefs
him hard. Two of his wives (for
polygamy 1is eftablithed in that coun-

* But that, among many other political arts of
the French, can be only, at Jeaft, beft effeted un-

der fome well eftablifhed government, fuch as tha¢
they had in Senegal and its dependencies.

try
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try) came immediately after with their 1749,
children, to pay their compliments to _ ..
me, and they brought mea few bowls
full of milk, with eggs and fowls, I
drank fome of the milk, and thanked

them for the reft, Houfes or
i huts at Sor,

- It was near their dinner time, and
Baba-See depended upon my flaying,
In the mean time, my curiofity led
- me to fee the village. The huts were
neither {o large nor fo neat as thofe
I had feen in the ifle of Senegal. In
fome, the covering came down almoft
to the ground, and was kept up before
the door by a few flakes, to form a
kind of pent-houfe, which fheltered
them from the rays of the fun. In
others, the walls were done over with
thick mud, mixed with cow-dung,
which ftunk abominably. The latter
had two oppofite entrances, each of
which was only an oval made in the
wall, of a foot and a half diameter,
and two feet from the ground. I had

E 2 Senegal



i

Inﬁ?

Children

quite na-

ked.

A VOYAGE

found the fquare doors of the ifland of
Senegal very uneafy; but thefe were
ftill more fo, fince there was no fuch
thing as entering them without doubling
my chin to my knees. The infide was
in every refpect like what I had feen in
Senegal. The ftreets were as irregular
as the huts, and very narrow. Not-
withftanding the little proportion ob-
ferved by thofe architects, the villages
ftill are very agreeable, bécaufe they are
planted “with trees, which befides the
coolnefs of their fhade, refrefh thf: eye
with a perpetual verdure.

The children of both fexes, even fuch
as were nine or -ten years old, an age at
which the marks of puberty begin to
{thew themfelves, were ftark naked. The
oirls had for ornament round their waift
a girdle of glafs toys, or, where thofe
could not be had, of a requien’s * knuckle-

% A voracious fifh, of the nature- of a fea-dog.
The young requiens are a difh very much' liked by

the Negroes.
bones,
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bones, ‘or of cockle-fhells ftringed like a 1749.
pair of beads. Some perhaps will ima- Ieey-
gine that thofe children, in this ftate of Beads.
nakednefs, muft be dathed at the fight
of a ftranger: but far from it; you may
go up to them, and even play with
them, they will give themfelves no fawcy
airs ; and though they are neither thame-
faced nor bafhful, yet there is nothing
in their countenance but what is natural
and eafy. No doubt but it will be
alfo furprizing to many, that children,
who were {carce fix months old, fhould
begin to walk by themfelves. It was
pleafant to fee thofe little creatures tum-
bling on the fand before the fin, and
creeping on all four like little monkeys,
and to hear them utter inarticulately a
few words between their teeth, with an
air of contentment and pleafure. The
women had all a half-paan round their
waift, which ferved them for a petti-
coat; ‘but from their wailt upwards
they-were naked. Being generally well

made, they have a very good air in this
00 E3 ditha-
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difhabille, efpecially when a perfon is

May- ufed to their colour: thofe who are not

He dines
with the

governor
ef Sor.

accuftomed to them, muft be content
with admiring their fhape, which is ex-
tremely fine.

Which way foever I turned my eyes
on this pleafant {pot, I beheld a perfe&
image of pure nature: an agreeable fo-
litude, bounded one very fide by a charm-
ing landfkip ; the rural fituation of cot-
tages in the midft of trees; the eafe and
indolence of the Negroes, reclined under
the thade of their {preading foliage ; the
fumplicity of their drefs and manners;

the whole revived in my mind, the
idea of our firft parents, and I feemed

to contemplate the world in its pris
meval {tate.

My mind was agreeably amufed with
thefe reveries, when word was brought
me, from the governor of the village,
that dinner waited for me. Upon
which I turned back with my Ne-

groes,
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groes, who conducted me through that 1749.

labyrinth of cottages, where otherwife
I thould have been eafily loft. I found
the governor juft on the very fpot where
I'left him, with his children, and a few
friends. They fat crofs-legged on the
fand, round a large wooden bowl full of
coufeons; which is a thick-grained pap,
made of two forts of millet. He made
me fit down by him ; then he began

to fall to, and thrufting his hand into-

the dith, he took a handful of conf~
cons, which he rolled about with-his
fingers, for want of a fork and fpoon,
a conveniency they have not yet learnt.
He invited me afterwards to do the
fame. I did not let him prefs me
hard, but followed his example: for I
never departed from this principle, that
nothing contributes more to gain the
confidence and friendthip of ftrangers
among whom you refide, than to con-
form to their cuftoms and manner of
living; and I always found my account

E 4 in

May.
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1749- init. 'The coufcous was judged excellent ;
" _and one of the moft convincing proofs
thereof, was, that the dith was foon
emptied. Formy part I did not judge {o
favourably of it ; nothing that I can think
of is more infipid than this dith; and
the manner of eating it is every whit as
difagreeable. However, I ufed myfelf to
it; and found it afterwards very good.

This fingle courfe conftituted our whole
feait.

When dinner was over, a young fhe-
flave, in her natural habit, prefented us
all round a bowl full of water, out of
which each perfon drank; and then
they made ufe of it to wath the hand
that had performed the office of a fpoon,
which is always the right ; the left be-
ing defigned for ufes inconfiftent with
cleanlinefs. Thefe practices, like polyga-
my, are a confequence of the precepts of
the Mahometan religion, which they have

fo



TO BENEGAL & 57
{o far embraced, as its principles are a- 1749
greeable to their own cuftoms and eafy -
manner of living. I was very much fur-
prized, not to fee any of my landlord’s
wives eating in company with him, but The wo.

- d
T was told, that fuch was the cuftom of dige with

the country, and that no woman ever puis.
had that honour done her; becaufe they

are perfuaded, like good Mahometans,

that there is no paradife for the female

fex. Therefore they dined after us, and

in the fame manner; that is, without ta-

ble, plates, table-cloth, {poons, knives,
forks, or napkins.

In order to make my hoft amends
for his good entertainment, I prefented
him with a few pattes * of iron, and
I diftributed fome glafs-toys among his
~wives and children. = He wanted to keep

- * The patte of iron is the twelfth part of a bar
nine feet long ; and ferves for money in this coun-

try.
me
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1749- me for a ball which was juft going to

May.

begin; but I begged him to poftpone
it till another time, becaufe it was near
fun-fet. We parted extremely well fa-
tisfied with each other. 'The guiriots *
in return for the generofity with which
I had behaved towards them, attended
me upwards of two hundred paces, beat-
ing on the drum, to the found of which
all the young people danced in cadence,
exprefling their joy. At length I loft
fight of them, and made all the hafte
X could back to the ifland of Senegal.

T was not a little pleafed with this
my firft reception at the lord of Sor’s,
It convinced me, that there ought to be
confiderable abatements made, in the ac-
counts I had read and heard every where,
of the favage characer of the Africans;
and I was of opinion, that this {fhould

* This is the name the Negroes give to the mu-
ficians and drummers of the country.

not
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not extend to the natives of Senegal. 1749.
This gave me great encouragement to_ -
go oftener amongft them; and I was
highly delighted to hear a little while
after, that a veflel was to fet out the
month following, to buy fome oxen at

the Mufketoe trading-place. An agent
belonging to the company, who was
entrufted with this commiffion, engaged

me to perform the voyage with him.
Accordingly we embarked the 16th of june 6.
June, early in the morning, upon the

river Niger. We afcended the ftream, :’iyagz o
and when we came to the point of the ketue tra-
ifle of Bifeche, we began to lofe ﬁght i

of the ifland of Senegal, which is about

a league diftant from thence, To the

right we had the ifle of Bifeche, and

the wood ifland to the left: they were

both bordered with mangroves; fo that
~our navigation was as pleafant as if we

had been failing through a large avenue

of beautiful trees. The mangroves *

* Mangles aquatica, foliis fubrotundis & pun&a-
tis. Plum. gen. pag. 13,

have
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749 have fomething fo extraordinary in their
_""™ _nature, that I cannot pafs them over in
Man- — filence. The largeft of thefe trees are

groves

very ex- generally no more than fifty feet high;
nary tiees. they grow only in the water, and on
the banks of rivers where the tide goes
up twice a-day. They preferve the
verdure of their leaves throughout the
year, which may be faid alfo of moft of the
trees of this country: but what renders
them more remark"éble, 1s the long roots,
which iffuing out of their loweft branch-
es, hang down to the water, and penetrate
into the earth. Then they refemble fo
many arcades from five to ten feet high,
which ferve to fupport the body of the
tree, and even to advance it daily into
the bed of the river. Thefe arcades
are {o clofe, and intertwifted, one
with another, that they form a kind of
natural and tranfparent terrace, raifed
with fuch folidity over the water, that
one might walk upon them, were it not
that,
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that the branches are too much encum- I1749.

bered with leaves. - sced -

‘Thus we advanced three leagues
through mangroves, after which from
the marigot of Kiala to that of Tork-
hod, within four leagues and a half of
the ifland of Senegal, we faw nothing
‘'on both banks of the river, but rufhes
or weeds from ten to fifteen feet high *.
Torkhod is a village fituate on the left
fide of the river Niger, upon a hill of
red fand, at the foot of which pafleth
the marigot that bears its name. This
is the only village we could fee the
whole way from the ifland of Senegal.
~The mangroves had intercepted the prof-
-pet of the others, which are fcattered
-about the low lands overflown by the
Niger. The advantageous fituation of Profpﬂﬁof

the village

-Torkhod, the red colour of the hill, of Tork-

hod.

Sl Gramen da&y]c-n bicorne tomentofum maxi-
‘mum, fpicis numerofifimis. Skan. Fam. wil. 1.
tab. 15.

: the
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the beauty of the trees, with which it is

adorned, and the meadows which it

commands, all together afford a very
agreeable profpe&t. The fithermen  be-
longing to the place brought us fome
thell-fith, by the French called machoi-

~rans *, with eels and other fith which

they had catched in their little river.
We bought above five dozen, which did
not ftand us in three densers a-piece.

From thence we continued our voyage,

meeting with a few more mangroves,

on the right bank of the river, till we

came within a league of a village called

Maka, where thefe trees terminate.

Arrives at
the Muf-
ketoe tra-
ding-
place.

The fame day we arrived before fun-
fet at the Mufketoe trading-place; where
was to be the fale of cattle. This be-

¥ Nhamdia Brafilienfibus, bagré do Rio Lufita-
nis. Marogr. p. 149.
Mpyftus cirrhis fex longiffimis, pinnd dorft fe-

cundd triangulati,  Gromev. Muf. Ichth. P 35-
. 84. :

ing
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ing the firft port we meet with, in go- 1749.
ing up the Niger, the fame is practifed June- -
here, as at fea by thofe who pafs the
_ .'trﬂpic: the French, the firft time they
come this way, are bound to make a pre-
fent to the /aptots * ; and therefore I gave
them the ufual gratuity. The Mufketoe
trading-place is only thirteen leagues to
the north + north-eaft of the ifland of
Senegal. This 1s a fruitful plain ex-
tending on both fides the river as far
as the village of Maka, which we left
behind us: the whole trat of ground,
upivards of feven leagues in length, is
laid out in {pacious meadows, where
the inhabitants breed a vaft number of
cattle. The name of marigot, of the ﬁ:f:*rm
Mufketoes, is given to a fmall river, of Muf-
" which falls into the Niger, a litle "
below the trading-place; becaufe it is
full of very high and thick weeds,
which ferve to harbour a kind of Muf-

. * This is the Name given to the Negroes in the
fervice of the Eaft India company,

ketoes
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1749. ketoes called maringoins. -~ Sometimes

Jue:  thofe little infeéts iffue forth from
thefe inacceffible places, in fuch fwarms,
that they darken the air. It is very diffi-
cult to guard againft them, becaufe their
fting will penetrate through the compaét-
eft woollen ftuffs ; and the multitudes of
them that attack a perfon all at the fame
time, caufe a prodigious pain, and throw
the whole body, as it were, into a fer-
ment. This is one of the greateft in-
conveniences that all aquatic places are

fubjet to.

Flocks be-  The Moors waited for us, within twe
Moo hundred paces of the north bank of the
river, where they were encamped. All
over the country, nothing was to be feen
but numerous flocks of oxen, wethers,
kid, and camels, which ranged about in
full liberty. The day following I went
on fhore to view the oxen, which feem-
ed to me very different from thofe of
Europe ; for moft of them were larger and
higher legged; but they were particu-

larly
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larly remarkable for a lump of fleth, 1749.
which rofe above a foot on the wi- Ju=
thers, between the two thoulders. The
rams, (which they are not ufed to caf-
trate) are alfo of a very peculiar fort.
They bear no refemblance to our French
rams, except in their head and tail;

but as to their fize, and hair, they are
more -like a goat: the latter animal

has nothing remarkable. The fleth of
both is extremely delicate, but often

too perfumed. It feems that a fleece

of wool would have been inconvenient

to ftheep in fo ‘hot a country; and
therefore, nature has changed it for
thin hair of moderate length.

As I rambled among thofe nume- 1y,
rous flocks, I found myfelf approach-
ing towards the adouar; a name they
give to a clufter of tents, where the
Moors are lodged. Thefe tents are all

round in the form of a cone, and made
F - of
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1749. of goats and camels hair, impenetrable

" to the rain. They were ranged near ta
one another in a circular form, each
fupported by a pole in the middle, and
fixed all round with thongs of ox fkin,
faftened to ftakes about a foot from the
ground. The infide of them was hung
with feveral rows of mats, {fecured on one
fide by the tents, and on the other by their
moveables : the latter confit of a few
borrachoes containing their cloaths, their
milk, and butter ; in fhort all their pro=
vifions, and a few pieces of calabafhes,
which ferve for utenfils.

Charater While the men looked after their cat-
Moorifh  tle, the women were confined to their
" tents, where they employed their time in
churning butter, in {pinning, and taking

care of their children and other dome-

ftic concerns. They are of an olive
complexion, with very regular features,

and large fparkling eyes; their hair is

long



TO SENEGAL, &. 67
Iong and plaited ; fome have it hang- 1749
ing down, and others tied up. They "7 Juns,
feemed to be well made, though {fmall;
and a great deal more referved than
the Negroe women. The men are Gl
not much taller than the Negroes; but
they differ in their colour, which is red
or a2 red brown ; in their hair, which
is of a middling length; curled, and
much thicker; and efpecially in their
mufcles, which appear more under their
fkin: they have alfo a more meager
face, with lefs fleth, and their fkin is
not fo fmooth. The drefs both of men Their
and women, confifts in a long fhirt of “*™
black linen, and a paan, with which
the women cover their head and fhoul-
ders; the men fometimes roll it a-
bout their bodies like a waift-band,
and fometimes round their heads, in
imitation of a turbant. This paan is
not always black and made of cotton ;
there are a great many men who wear
it of white wool, and oftentimes edged

b2 with
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with red. I f{poke once already of the
repaft T made with the Negroes; but
the Moors are no way inferior to them
in frugality. Their ordinary food is
milk, either of camels, cows, goats,
or fheep, with millet ; and very often
milk and gum alone is their whole re-
paft, and ferves them for meat and
drink.

Though two months were not yet
elapfed fince my coming to Senegal, I
neverthelefs had an opportunity of {ee-
ing, and forming fome judgment, at
leatt as much as was neceflary, for
the time prefent, of two nations, the
moft diftant in their cuftoms and man-
ner of living, of all thofe that inhabit
this part of Africa, namely, the Moors
and the Negroes. In both, I had ob-
ferved great humanity and fociable-
nefs, which gave me ftrong hopes,
that I fhould be very fafe among
them, and meet with the fuccefs I de-

’ fired
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fired in my inquiry, after the curiofities 1749.

June,

of their country.

The next day I went a herborizing
and courfing over the beautiful fields on
the oppofite bank of the river. At that Ficlds of
time they were covered with a large e
kind of millet, called guiar-natt *, or
Guinea corn : it was now almoft ripe,
and the Negroes had covered the ears
with its own leaves, to fhelter it from
the fparrﬂws, which do a great deal
of mifchief in this country. It was no
{mall labour to walk acrofs thofe fpa-
cious fields of millet, the ftalks being
very large and compadct, and full eight
feet high. The heat was quite ftifling,
for not the leaft breath of air could
be perceived amidit thofe high plants;
and the fun, at a very little diftance
from the zenith, darted his rays al-

* Milium arundinaceum, fubrotundo femine forgo
nominatum. C. B. Pin. 26.

P 3 moft
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moft perpendicularly. My Negroes, in
order to amufe themielves in this long
walk, and to quench their thirft, pluck-

ed feveral intire ftalks of millet, and
fucked the juice, after ftripping it of
its huflk. 'They gave me fome to tafte,
and I found it fo fweet and pleafant,
that I quickly followed their example.
I do not at all doubt but the ftalks of
millet, prepared in the fame manner as
fugar canes, would afford a very proper

juice for making fugar.

At length, after walking half an
hour without feeing any thing but
plants all round me, I arrived at the
foot of a little hill, whereon was built
a village, which the Negroes call
Depleur. I had viewed it from the
bank of the river, where it afforded
a moft delightful profpect. The foot
of this hill was all of pure red fand,
and intirely planted with gardens. At

that
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that time there were giromons, a fort 1749.
of muthrooms peculiar to hot coun-_ "™
tries, and not at all inferior in fize jj
to thofe of cold climates, but great- ;;jz o
ly fuperior in fweetnefs and delicacy of

tafte. The two fpecies of Indian Zef-

mia +, the green and the red, grow

there extremely well ; they are thrubs

four or five feet high, and refemble

ours only in the tafte. The reft of the
ground is covered with tobacco, and

French beans.

From thefe gardens, I proceeded to
the village, without intending to make
any ftay there, becaufe it did not ap-
pear to me, to differ from thofe I had
feen already. As it is not much fre-
quented by the French, by reafon of
its diftance from the river, the little Thf;;hgh

children, who had never beheld any e ar

feemg a
: - + white.
+ Ketmia Indica, goflypii folio, acetol@ fapore.

Plum. Cat. p. 2.
F 4 white
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1749. white people, were frightened greatly
I at feeing me; and ran away as faft as
they could, to feek for fhelter between

their mothers legs: at the fame time

they gave very loud cries, which did

not frighten me much, becaufe I foon
difcovered the caufe. Yet I got a little

out of the way, to avoid the- frightful

noife occafioned by my prefence ; when

a woman, who faw me gathering fruit

in the garden, thought to oblige me,

by bringing me fome of a fort greatly
efteemed in that country. At the fame

time, fhe conducted me into the mid-

dle of the village, where ftood the tree

from which fhe had placked them. It

was very large, but not high: by its
fupple pendant boughs, and long thorns,

I knew it to be the agibalid of Prof-

per Alpinus * ;: the Negroes call it
Avery ex- fumpe, As 1 ftopped to view  this

traordinary.
fene hap-tree, 1 was quickly furrounded by a

}'.tnf. to the

suther.  number of boys and girls, whom

* Agihalid, P. 4. Egyp. wol, ii. p. 20,

CUrlle
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curiofity ' had drawn together. Some 1749,
out of refpe&®, and fome out of fear, J"
kept themfelves at a diftance: others
were familiar enough to come near me,
and to afk for glafs trinkets; for thefe,
as I obferved bcfore, are the merchan-
dife and ornament which the Negroes
chiefly delight in. Moft of them had
never feen a white man {o near; fome
touched my cloaths and my linen ;
others took hold of my hat, and of my
hair which I wore in a bag, thinking
it impoffible it fhould grow to fuch
a length as they faw it about my
ears; others, in fhort, felt the bag it-
felf, and atked me for tobacco, with
which they thought it to be filled, be-
caufe of its being fo very like a little
fquare leather bag, wherein they are
accuftomed to carry tobacco upon their
breafts : but how great was their fur-
prize, upon feeing me take off my
bag, when my hair fell down to my
waift. The liberty I gave them to ex-

amine
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amine both, foon undeceived them, as
well in regard to the pretended ufe of
the bag, as to my hair, the length
of which they no longer doubted of,
when they faw it really faftened to my
head.

This extraordinary and unexpected
fcene, occafioned my making feveral re-
fle@ions as I went from thence. It came
into my head, that my colour, fo oppo-
fite to the blacknefs of the Africans, was
the firft thing that ftruck the children:
thofe poor little creatures were then in
the fame cafe as our infants, the firft
time they fee a Negroe. I recalled to
mind alfo, that the fecond thing which
furprized the reit, was the length and
thicknefs of my hair, compared to theirs,
which looks like very fine curled wool :
and in the laft place, the weight and
conftraint of my apparel, which after
all, confifted only of a very light callico
waiftcoat. ‘The reader will no longer

be
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be furprized that fome of them fhould 1749.
alk me for merchandize, and others "
for tobacco, when he is informed, that
Negroes of every age, fex, and con-
dition, are ufed to afk even the fmalleft
trifles of the whites, when they cannot
pilfer them. It is with good reafon
faid, that they are the moft artful beg-
gars, and the moft dexterous thieves, in
the univerfe.

Inftead of following the road I had Plantsin
taken acrofs the tirefome fields of mil- pauheod

let, to go to Depleur, I returned by the S e
meadow above them. I faw there only ;’iﬁ;’lg
a few gum-trees, a prodigious quantity of
tamariiks like thofe of Narbonne, the thrub

Jfofban *, and a large {pecies of fenfitive

plant, which the Negroes call guerackiao,

that is, good morrow, becaufe, fay they,

when you touch it, or draw near to {peak

to it, the plant immediately inclines

* Sefban. P. dlp. Egypt. v. 2. p. 12.
its
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1749. its leaves to with you, as it were, a

June.

good morrow, and to fhew, that it is
fenfible of the politenefs done it. Among
the herbs with which the meadow is
ftrewed, I took notice of the jufiea *,
of arfmart 4, chickweed , and feveral
fpecies of mollugo; of a great many forts
of grafs, of the coldenia ||, and a {mall
fenfitive plant, rampant, and not {pinous,
infinitely more delicate and fenfible than

all the fpecies that I know.

Idid not neglect the following days,
to vifit the neighbouring villages and
fields, where I found great plenty of
a kind of fhrub hitherto unknown to

botanifts, which the Moors call guer-

* Juffiea erefa, floribus tetrapetalis oQandris
feflilibus.  Linn. H. Zeyl, 170.

t Perficaria maderafpatana, longiore folio fur-
futo.  Pluk. Phytogr. tab. 210. fig. 7.

1 Alline lotoides ficula. Bocc. rar. pl. 20,

| Coldenia. Limn. H. Zeyl. 6q.

guer-
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zim. 1. likewife difcovered a confi- 174g¢.
derable number of other new plants; ciri
but it would be of no ufe to mention
them here, as I intend to give their
defcription and figure in a particular
work.

There are a great many wild boars Birds cal-

led large-

in thofe parts, but I never could: come e
up with any of them. I killed feveral
of thofe birds, which the French call
large-eyes : and indeed, they are of a
largenefs that has no fort of proportion
to the head. In the form of their body,
and of their feet, which are fplit into
three toes, they are very like a buftard :
they are as large as a hen, and their
feathers are of an afh-grey, mixed
with white. 'Their fleth is tender, and
may be eaten. I could not avoid hav-
ing very good fport in the meadow, for

there is plenty of game: but it was His for-

interrupted every moment, by the loud ;Eﬁtlﬁtﬂf

and importunate cries of a kind of bird, Y%

Wthh
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which the Negroes call wett-uert, the
French, fguallers or bawlers, becaufe as
foon as they fee a man, they fet up a
loud fcreaming, and keep flying round
him, as if their intent was to warn the
other birds, which upon hearing the
cry, immediately take wing. Thefe
birds are the bane of {portfmen, who
are fure to find the place clear of all
game foon after their arrival. In fhort,
they put me into a paflion, which coft
them very dear; for as they always fly
in pairs, I killed feveral brace. There
were two forts ; and neither of them
hardly exceeded the bignefs of a pigeon ;
but they were high-legged, and had a
very long neck. The colour of one was
ath-grey, on the back and wings, the
reft of their body was altogether white.
The other had their wings and part of
the tail black, and their fhoulders were
armed with a fmall horn of the fame co-
lour, very long, of the fhape and hard

con-
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confiftency of a fpur, which ferved them 1749.
as an offenfive and defenfive weapon _7*"
-againft the other birds.

We were now in the eighth day of Returnte
our voyage, when we finithed our bufi- g;es:ﬂ:;fl.
nefs, and thought of returning to the
ifland of Senegal. The Moors, who had
repaired to this place, only to fell their
cattle, having foraged the country all
round, were preparing to encamp on
another fpot, and even to retire towards
the mountains, at a great diftance north-
ward of the river, to avoid the inun-
dations with which the firft rains of
the month of June had lately threatened
them. Their tents were already ftruck, Decamp-
and, they had put them, together with iﬂi“ﬁﬁm
their furniture and utenfils, into facks

of leather neatly drefled. The whole

was loaded on the backs of camels
and oxen, which carried their houfes,
moveables, wives and children. Such

i is
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1749. i1s the life the Moors lead; they are

June-  pever fixed to a fpot: their flocks, in
which confifts their whele wealth, o-
blige them to change quarters, accord-
ing as the feafons and the nature of
their pafturage require.

Soon after my return to the ifland
of Senegal, an opportunity offered of
going to Podor, a factory belonging to
the company, diftant from this ifland
fixty leagues or thereabouts, on the ri-
ver Niger. The veflel was to go and
return without ftopping; yet I went on
board. My Negroes did not want {ol-
licitation to follow me; fo they joined

3 with the fhip’s company. We fet fail
age to Po- the 3oth of June, aicending the river,
o nearly from weft to eaft. The winds
were fo favourable, that we arrived in

three days at Podor. As fo expedi-

tious a navigation did not allow me

time to go on fhore, I embraced this
opportunity of taking a plan of the
courfe
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courfe of the river. I obferved the diffe- 1749.
rent widths of its bed, and of the mouths "
of rivers that empty themfelves into it, Preceu-

tions for

the angle which the latter form in their mking a_-
difemboguing, the iflands we found by Eém-f_‘u of
the way, and their length : I likewile -l
founded  their depth ; in fhort, I ne-
gle¢ted nothing that was capable of
rendering - my obfervations moft -accu-
rate. ' For this purpofe I made ufe of
the compafs to mark the changes of
direction: in its courfe, meafuring from
time to time its velocity, -or that of the
veffel : fometimes I added to thefe
two methods an eftimate of the great-
nefs of the diftances, in which I had
every conveniency, and met with all
the fuccefs I could with. If we ex-
cept a few fhoals here and there in
the bed of the Niger, which may be
eafily - avoided when the winds are not
quite contrary, one is fure of finding
it navigable throughout. Though it
was then at its greateft ebb, yet it

G was
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was from twenty to thirty feet and
more deep. The fea-water, which flows
every common year as high up as the
marigot of the Mufketoes, that is, a-=
bout fifteen leagues from the mouth of
the river, had reached this year as far
as the defert, that is, upwards of thirty
leagues. This is about the diftance
where the falt water ftops: but the
tide is perceived a great deal higher
up; it reaches as far as Podor, where
it is vifible by the rifing of the freth
water, which is fubje@ to the fame
viciffitudes of tide, but at lefs equal
periods. The higheft flood which I
meafured on the banks of the fea,
near the ifland of Senegal, is but two
feet and a half in the great equinoce
tial tides. It feems therefore that the
Niger from Podor to the fea, that is,
in a courfe of fixty leagues, has not an
inclination of above two feet and a half;
{o that there 1s reafon to believe that
this intire tra&t of land, excepting the

fand-~
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fand-hills {cattered here and there, forms 1749-
a plain exceffively low and flat, and s
of fuch a level, that if the fea was to

rife every where alike from twenty to
thirty feet, the whole country would be
averflowed.

The fort of Podor is built on theFuEt of
fouth bank of the river Niger, on a e
fpot heretofore covered with wood ; but
the great quantity which the French
have cut down for upwards of ten years,
that they have been fettled there, has
removed the foreft farther back to the
diftance of a fmall half league. Here
~are moft beautiful tamarifks, red gum-
trees, and feveral other forts of thorny

acacia’s, the wood of which is extremely Wood of
hard, and in the colour and beauty of its :}1; o
veins, not unlike thofe which we ufe in
inlaid work. ‘The button-tree, of a very
different {pecies from that of America,
grows here very common. The eafe
with which this tree receives the tool,

G2 and
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1749. and 1ts fine yellow render it pre~

July.

Fertility of

the foil.

ferable to all other forts of wood in
joiner's work. It is known among
the Negroes by the name of kbofs.
The rich foil of this country is a
great encouragement to gardening. And
indeed the French have planted feve-
ral which thrive amazingly, fuch as
orange, citron, lemon, fig, and pome-
granate-trees, befides guava’s, anana’s,
papaws, and four-fops *, and a fpe-
cies of cafhew-nut, which paflfeth for
one of the beft fruits-trees that grow
in hot countries. 'The different le-
gumes -of Europe thrive here in great
perfection. They have plenty of po-
toes which multiply greatly in wet
marfhy lands, where they have been

* Anona maxima, foliis latis {plendentibus,

frutu maximo, viridi conoide, tuberculis feu fpi-
nulis innocentibus afpero.  Skan. Fam. wel. 2.
tab, 225. fiz. 1.

once
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once planted. This root ferves them 1749.
inftead of cheftnuts, which it great- L
Iy excels in goodnefs and delicacy of
tafte. The acidity of the other fruits
furnithes them with a juice, more fuit-
¢d to the inhabitants of a warm cli-
mate.

During the few days that I ftaid at Remarkon
Podor, the thermometer gave me one i
degree of heat more, than I had . felt
on the ifland of Senegal before my de-
parture : it marked from thirty to thirty-
one degrees. The fifth of July, it was
ftill at thirty degrees at feven o'clock
in the evening after fun-fet, in the cold-
eft expofition of the open air to the
north, declining to the eaft.

‘The fame day two oftriches, which Suprizing
had been bred near two years in the theofirich.
factory, afforded me a fight of fo ex-
traordinary a nature, as to deferve a
place in this narrative. Thefe gigantic

G 3 birds
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1749. birds I had feen only by the way, as 1

July.

travelled over the burning fands on the
left of the Niger, but now I had a full
view of them at my eafe. Though
they were but young, ftill they were
very near of an equal fize with the
largeft. They were fo tame, that
two little blacks, mounted both toge-
ther on the back of the largeft : no
fooner did he feel their weight, than
he began to run as faft as ever he
could, till he carried them feveral times
round the village; and it was impof-
fible to ftop him, otherwife than by
obftructing the Paflage. This fight
pleafed me fo well, that I would have
it repeated: and to try their Strength
I made a full-grown Negroe mount
the {malleft, and two others the lar-
geft. This burden did not feem to me
at all difproportioned to their ftrength.
At firft they went a pretty high trot;
when they were heated a little,
they expanded their wings as if it

were
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were to catch the wind, and they mo-
ved with fuch fleetnefs, that they feem-
€d to be off the ground. Every body
muft fome time or other have f{feen
a partridge run, confequently muit
know there is no man whatever able
to keep up with it; and itis eafy to
imagine, that if this bird had a longer
flep, its fpeed would be confiderably
augmented. The oftrich moves like
the partridge, with both thefe advan-
tages ; and I am fatisfied that thofe I

am {peaking of, would have diftanced
the fleeteft race-horfes that were ever

bred in England. It it true they would
not hold out fo long as a horfe; but
without all doubt they would be able
to perform the race in lefs time. I
have frequently beheld this fight, which
is capable of giving one an idea of
the prodigious ftrength of an oftrich,
and of fhewing what ufe it might be
of, had we but the method of break-
ing and managing it as we do a horfe.
G4 I

8
1749-

July.

S p——
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I was not fo long in falling down
the river to the ifland of Senegal, as
I had been in going up to  Pedor.
The north-eat winds, and the current
of the ftreams, which had been . con-
fiderably {fwelled by the late rains, pro-
ved fo favourable to us, that we {eized
the opportunity to make the beft of
our way back, without ftopping or go-
ing athore. Yet I did not repent
this firt voyage; for I learnt there-
by the many advantages I might de-
rive from a fecond, and even from
a third. In taking a plan of the river
Niger, I had reckoned nine or ten yil-
lages on the north bank, and forty-fe-
ven on the fouth. A river from two
to three hundred fathoms bmad,_',the
banks . planted with trees of various
kinds, and the leaves in perpetual
verdure ; the numerous droves of .ele-
phants walking on its borders; the
fea horfes, the crocodiles, with an

1N-
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infinite multitude of other very extraor- s
~dinary animals, and a far greater num- July-
~ber of birds remarkable for the bright-
nefs and variety of their colours; ' all
this together feemed to open an am-
~ple field for new and important obfer-

vations,

At my return to the ifland of Sene- 15
He returns

gal the 15th of July, I perceived the:ﬁﬁgﬂf
- effect of the rains, which had fallen in Senegal.
vaft abundance for fome days. The
fwell of the river was fo fudden, that
.the 19th there was a return of frefh
- water at its mouth ; where, two days
before, the  water was perfeGtly falt.
* This term ferves to divide the year into
. two {eafons, ‘which differ very littler, ..
- from one another.” The firft is, when f“”‘gﬂa?‘ Sc-
it does not rain at all, and when the
. waters of - the Niger are fpoiled by thofe
of . the fea: this begins in December,
and ends in June or July. The fecond
is, when it is fubje& to rains, and the
\ river
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river water 1s freth. The rains feldom
laft more than three months ; they be-

gin at the end of June, and end in the

month of September.

If the word Summer belongs to the
hotteft, and that of Winter, to the
the coldeft weather; I cannot fee the
reafon why all our ancient voyagers give
the name of fummer, to the dry feafon
under the torrid feafon, and that of
winter to the rainy feafon : for it is cer-
tain, and I know it by obfervations per-
formed with the thermometer, during
the fpace of five years, that the greateft
heats are generally in the rainy feafon,
to which they have given the name of
winter. ‘The French at Senegal, who

perceived the error into which voyagers

were fallen, attempted modeftly to cor-
rect it, by changing the word fummer

into that of lw feafon, that is, when the

waters of the Niger are low; and they
have given the name of bigh feafin, to
the
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the winter of the ancients, becaufe
the waters of the Niger are then very
high. Without examining into this
error, which has been blindly embra-
ced by moft of the writers on natu-
ral hiftory in our time, and being
diffufed through their principal works,
has long had a confiderable effet on
the ftudy of natural philofophy, and
particularly on meteorological know-
ledge, a branch at this time {o great-
ly embroiled : 1 fhall be fatisfied here
with obferving, that this miftake re-
quires a fevere animadverfion. T fhall
therefore, with the French inhabiting
Senegal, give the name of hbw fea-
fin to that of drought, and hbigh [eafin
to that of the rains: or ftill, in or-
der to conform to the terms received
in Europe, and to be underftood by
all the world, I fhall diftinguith the
former by the name of Summer, and
the latter by that of winter; fo that
thefe two feafons will be at Senegal,

pretty

01
1749

July.

e
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1749. pretty much about the fame time as in
Iy Prance. Thefe two are therefore the
only feafons they are fubje& to; they
know neither fpring nor autamn. When
I make ufe of the word Winter, the
reader is not to imagine that they have
any hail, fnow or ice: thefe are things
they are ftrangers to at Senegal ; nor is it
pofiible, whatever comparifon you make
to give the natives of the country the
leaft idea of them. The winter in
The win- Senegal is only a feafon not {fo warm as
;tégl? ,: “ the reft of the year, though it is always
poterthan armer than our fummers in France, in

fommer in
France. e rarely fee any fnow or hail. |

To return to the waters of the Ni-
ger, which gave occafion to this fhort
digreffion: they are falt one half of the
year towards the ifland of Senegal. As
the country is very low, and has neither
rocks, or ftones, but only quick fands,

wells in for this very reafon it has no fprings:

the ifland 1 -
of’?&unigal. they are therefore obliged to dig wells,

which
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which indeed do not give them much 17409.
trouble, for they find water within three July.
or four, and oftentimes within two feet
depth; but then it is brackifh, that is,
it has a faltith tafte, communicated to
the fands by the proximity of the fea.

The 8th of Auguft the fun pafled Auguftthe
perpendicularly over our heads; and our Paffuge of

the fun in

thadows were exactly under our feet. theZenith.
'This was the fecond time I beheld this
pheenomenon fince my arrival at Sene-
gal: the firft time I faw it was on
the fourth of May; and it was to re-
turn 'ever}r year much about the fame
time. The heat it occafioned at its
return from the tropic. of Cancer to-
wards the Equator, was much greater
than that which we felt at its firft pal-
fage: for the thermometer marked the
nights of the month of May at 22 de-
grees, and the days from 26 to 28;
whereas the nights of Auguft were at
26 degrees, and the days art 32.

The
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1749. 'The ninth of Auguft, and the fol-
At lowing days, I walked about in the
neighbourhood of the ifland of Sene-
gal, and returned to the ifland of Sor,
of which mention has been made al-
ready. Our European boats appear-
Ing to me too heavy and cumberfome,
to make ufe of them every day in paf-
fing that river; I therefore thought
proper to exchange them for a kind
of Negroe canoo, which the French
Negroe  call prrogue. Thefe little boats are made
T all of one piece of wood, that is, of
the trunk of a tree cut into a hol-
low veflel, and very light. They are
from ten to thirty feet long, from
one to two feet in breadth and depth,
and both ends terminate in a point.
Mine was one of the largeft. As foon
as I got into it, my two Negroes
placed themfelves at both extremities,
one at the prow and the other at the
ftern. For my part I put myfelf in
the middle, where [ had no other feat

but
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but a piece of wood laid a-crofs, which 17409.
was faftened at both ends into the Ausu
fides of the pirogue. My Negroes had
each a paddle in their hands: thefe are
- fmall flat boards, laid a-crofs one another,
and fixed to the end of a ftick, which
they make ufe of for rowing. The Ne-
groe at the prow was ftanding, and beat
the water behind him with his pad-
dle : the other was feated, and fteered
with his. As foon as we reached the
oppofite fhore, they drew the pirogue
a-ground : this is the only way the
people of the country have to fecure
thefe little veflels againft the waves,
which would foon fill them with wa-~
ter; whereas they cannot fo much as
wet them, when they are far enough
from the fhore.

I was not long in croffing over, and
immediately I dire¢ted my fteps to the
village of Sor. There I met with a

very good reception, according to cuf-
tom ;
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1749. tom; and I defired they would fhew

Auguft.

me the propereft places for courfing.
That very day ‘I had difmifled my
interpreter’; becaufe I had acquired a
fufficient {mattering in the language of
the country, to be able to underftand
all that the Negroes faid to me,
and to explain my mind to them.
They carried me to a particular fpot,
where 1 faw a- herd of antilopes; but
I laid a-fide all thoughts of fport, as
foon as 1 perceived a tree of a pro-
digious thicknefs, which drew my whole

attention. This was a calabafh-tree *,

Trees of a ! _ bino= %
predisen which the Jaloffes call gous in their
ICKIIELS, $
language. There was nothing extra-
ordinary in its heigth ; for it was only
about fixty feet: but its trunk was of

a prodigious thicknefs. I extended my

* Bahobab, P. Alp. wel, ii. p. 37.

arms,
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arms, as wide as poffibly I could, thir- 1749.

teen times, before I embraced its cir-
cumference ; and for greater exaltnefs,
I meafured it afterwards round with
packthread, and found it to be fixty-
five feet: confequently the diameter
was near twenty-two. I do not believe
that the like was ever feen in any
other part of the world ; and T am per-
fuaded, that if our ancient voyagers had
been acquainted with this tree, they
would have added fome {urprifing cir-

cumftances to its defcription. It is very
extraordinary, that this tree thould have
been entirely forgot by thofe who have
given us the hiftory of Senegal; efpe-
cially, as there is hardly any other
fo common in the country. Out of
the trunk I have been defcribing, of
twenty-two feet in diameter, and from
eight to twelve feet high, there if-

fued forth feveral branches, fome of
which extended themielves horizon-

H tally,

.ﬁ.ligl’l
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1749. tally, {o that the ends of them reached
e the ground : thefe being the largeft,

were from forty-five to fifty-five feet
In length. Each of thofe branches
would have made one of the largeft
trees in Europe; in fhort, the whole
of this calabath-tree feemed to form
a foreft of itfelf. 'This was not all :
the Negroe, my guide, led me to a
fecond, which was fixty-three feet in

circumference, that is, one and twenty
in diameter: and one of its roots,
which had been for the moft part
laid bare by a neighbouring river,
was a hundred and ten . feet };1
length, without reckoning the part
that lay hid under -the water, and
which I could not uncover. The fame
Negroe fhewed me a third, not very
far from thence; and moreover ad-
ded, that without going out of the
ifland, T might fee a great many more,

not at all inferior to thofe in magﬁi——
tude,
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tude. My furprize was then at an 1740,

: : ; Auguft.
end; and, fatisfied with feeing three, ik

I got ready for the chace.

I was prevented from going farther The 2u-

thor fur-
by an eafterly wind, which rofe all of a prized in

fudden with fuch fury, that it feemed ?t:;ﬁlle &
as if it would tear up the trees by the
root. Thefe gufts of wind are generally
fore-runners of rain; and this brought
a thick cloud along with it, which
burft immediately. The village was
at fome diftance, fo that there were
no hopes of reaching it time enough.
My Negroes feeing there was no place
of fthelter for them, threw off their

paans, and plunged into a little ri-
ver which paffed clofe by the fpot.
This is their cuftom, whenever they
are caught in a ftorm, to jump into
the water,  rather then run the rifk
of being wet by the rain, dreading its
bad effects. For my part, having

H 2 neither
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neither time nor inclination to follow
them, I retired under one of the
largeft calabafth-trees then in fight, rec-
koning I fhould be as fafe there as
under the roof of a houfe. The rain
poured down with fuch violence, that
it {feemed as if heaven and earth were
coming together ; every drop that fell,
expanded itfelf a whole hand’s breadth
on the ground. I felt nothing of the
firt efforts of this ftorm: but a few
minutes after, when the tree came
to be well foaked, I was overwhelmed
by the water that guthed out of its
branches ; and their different fituations
formed {o many beds, from whenee
ruthed forth whole torrents, which
uniting on the vaft furface of the
trunk, difcharged themfelves from
thence like a river. The reader may
eafily imagine, I could have no fine
time of it, to ftay under this tree;
I therefore got away from thence as

quick
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quick as poffible, and ftood in the 1749.
open field, where I did not fare much 5%
better : for I was expofed to the whole
violence of the ftorm, which lafted a
full hour; and at my return to the
ifland of Senegal, I was informed, that

there fell two inches three lines of
water.

The river Niger being arrived at its
higheft increafe, overflowed all the coun-

try round the ifland of Senegal, fo as

to render it impaffable. Being there«
fore obliged to relinquith my walks, I
faw but one way to employ the long
interval of time that the inundation
was to laft; and this was, to go over
to a country not fubje&t to be over-
flown. A veflel was ready to fail for
Goree, a {mall ifland, diftant about
thirty-five fea leagues, fouth-fouth-eaft
from the ifland of Senegal, and very
near Cape Verd: I thought I could

= . do
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barks for
the ifland
of Goree.
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do nothing better than to embrace fo
favourable an opportunity; and there-
fore I embarked. We put to fea the
27th of Auguft, with the wind to the
weftward, and not all favourable ; but a
fudden ftorm * burfting upon us one
night, with a terrible eaft wind, drove
us with fuch violence, that only put-
ting right before the wind, without any
fail at all, we made more way than
we had done for feven days before.
During this tempeft we faw a light,
which the mariners call the fire of
St. Elme: it winded near a minute
about the top of the maft, and the
extremity of the weather-flag, and then
it difperfed. The failors looked upon
it as a lucky omen, which encouraged
them to hope that the tempeft was

* We give this name to all tempeftuous gufts
of wind, accompanied with rain, thunder, and
lightning ; and we make ufe of the word dry florm,
to diftinguifh thofe gufts that are without rain.

ncar
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near at an end, and they were not de- 1749

Y - . i g September,
ceived in their expectations. The wind
fubfided foon after, and the fea was
reftored to its former tranquillity.

The fourth of September, by break ﬁ’ff‘:iﬁb“
of day, we found ourfelves off Cape Sightof

: Cape Verd.
Verd : this to me was a new fight, S
who during four months that I had

been at Senegal, had feen no fuch
thing as hills, and efpecially of ftone.
Soon after this, we efpied the Mag-
dalen iflands, and that morning we caft
anchor in the bay of Goree. This He amives

at the

ifland confifts of a low narrow piece of ifland of
land, and a fmall but very fteep moun- Eos
tain, the whole the fixth part of a eiipe
league in length. Notwithﬂanding its ifland.
confined extent, the fituation renders it a
very agreeable place : towards the fouth
you enjoy a profpect, terminated only by
the fea ; northward, you difcover at a dif-

H 4 tance
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tance Cape Verd, and all the other
capes and neighbouring promontories.
Though it is in the torrid zone, yet
they breathe a cool and temperate air
almoft the whole year round: which
is owing to the equality of days and
nights, and its being continually re-
frethed by alternate breezes from the
land and fea. M. de S. Jean, the di-
reGtor of this ifland, has embellithed
it with feveral fine buildings : he has
likewife fortified it, and is adding every
day to the works; fo that it is now
become impregnable *. By his di-
ligence, feveral frefh fprings have been
difcovered ; the gardens have been
planted with excellent fruit-trees; le-
gumes have been made to grow in
great plenty; in fhort, by thefe dif-
ferent advantages, of a {mall barren
ifland, he has made it a fafe and de-
lightful refidence. I had been recom-

* Commodore Kepple has lately demonttrated
our author’s miftake,

mended
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mended to him by M. de la Brue, his 1749.
brother, direCtor-general of the Settle- September.
ment, and I could not but in confe=

quence meet with every kind of encou-
ragement.

The rocks with which the ifland of
Goree is furrounded, produce an infi-
nite number of fhell and other fih,
which amufed me for fome days:
after which I embarked the 13th of
the fame month, on board a {mall
?effel, bound to Portudgl, in order to ‘l_f:f&ﬁdﬂ o
trade for oxen and millet. This Port,
which ‘the negroes call Sz, is only
nine leagues fouth of the ifle of Goree.
The bar obliged us to anchor within
half a league of the fhore, that we
might not be dafhed to pieces. A pi-
rogue landed me without any accident.

I found the foil fandy, but of amazing

fertility, and all covered with wood, Wood of
this coun=

Fhe grewia *, a {ipecies of polygala, vy

* Unknown to Europe.

the
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1749. the rebreup *, and the dembout-
September- £5,7, 4, formed a kind of copfe, over
which the monbins §, or hog-plum-
trees, known by the name of fob in
the language of that country, raife their
heads, loaded with fruit. By its lcaves,
this has fomething of the appearance
of an afth-tree; but it is foon known
by its fruit, which in fize, fhape and
colour, refemble the plumbs of St. Ca-
tharine : they were ripe at that time;
and I eat fome of them, which had
a fharp, aromatic and very agreeable
tafte. I faw alfo in thofe parts, feveral
fpinous filk cotton-trees ||, known to
the inhabitants by the name of benten,
and many other large trees. The Ne-
groes had cut down a good deal of

* &+ Trees unknown to Europe.

t+ Monbin arbor foliis fraxini, frutu luteo race_
mofo. Plum. gen. p. 44.

| Ceyba viticis folio, caudice aculeato. Plum,
gen. p. 42.

this
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this wood to fow fields of fmall mil- 1749.
let; and it was then almoft at its full Sﬂpt““‘i‘i
maturity.

All this fine country abounded with gﬂ.ﬁ'f
birds of the greateft beauty. The jay
which I mentioned already *, was there
_ in flocks: the brightnefs of its azure
feathers, joined to the lively yellownefs
of the birds called cardinal fparrows,
with which all the fields were cover-
ed, had an admirable effe@. Here
was the only kind of fhail 4 that
ever 1 obferved in the whole coune
try. 1 found it very frequently in
an open meadow, full of rufthes and
fea ambrofia: I faw even many of
them alive, at the foot of the neigh-
bouring trees, where they were enjoy-

ing the fhade. It is a thing worthy

- * Page 24.
+ See the natural hiftory of univalve fhells, kind
sth; the fnail, plate 1, fig. 1. Kambeul.

of
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1749. of obfervation, and which doubtlefs

e i appear furprifing, that in fuch a

vaft extent of wooded country, there
thould be but one fort of fnail, while
we meet with {o great a variety in tem-
perate climates.

The French have never a faltory at
Portudal; but when they go to trade
there, they land at the 4lker’s, or the
governor of the village, who owns a
great number of cottages. He appointed
one for me, where I took up my quar-
ters.  One night when T was faft afleep,
I was wakened by a horrid fhrieking,
which threw the whole village into an

Death of 2 UPLOAF Immediately 1 inquired what
woman. WS ‘the matter ; and was told, that
they were bewailing the death of a
young woman, who had bt_:'cn bit a-

bout four leagues off by a ferpent, and

died of the ‘poifon in lefs than two

hours ;
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hours; and that her body had been
juft now removed to her cottage. The
firt fhrick was made, according to
cuftom, by one of the female rela-
tions of the deceafed, before her door,
which was very near to mine. At
this fignal, all the women in the vil-
lage came out, and fetting up a moft

terrible howl, they flocked about the
place from whence the firft noife had
iflued. One would have imagined, that

they were all related to the decea-
fed, fo greatly did they feem to grieve
and mourn ; and, undoubtedly, this
would have been a ftrong proof of
their concern; if thofe lamentations had
come from the bottom of their hearts :

but they were no more than outward
fhow, and merely the effe& of national

cuftom. This fhocking noife lafted fome
hours, that is, till break of day: then

the relations of the deceafed coming
into

e

109
1749-

September.
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1749. into the cottage, took hold of her hand,

September- 1 nd afked her feveral queftions, which.
were followed by offers of fervice: but
finding that fhe made them no an-
fwer, they withdrew, faying: Alas!
fhe 1s dead. Her friends did the {fame;

Ceremo-  afterwards they conveyed her body

;hf;r fune- into the ground ; and on each fide
they put an earthen pot, one full of
water, and the other of coufcous : this
without doubt was intended for her
nourithment, in cafe fhe fhould once
more take it into her head to eat or
to drink. When the burial was over,
the cries, and lamentations ceafed. Thus
ended the lugubrious ceremony : their
thoughts were now turned towards
making an entertainment in honour of
the deceafed; and that fame evening

Danceup- they had a folgar, or a dance, which

cafion.  they continued for three nights fuccef-
fively : it was conducted in this man=-
ner :

All

\.tl
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; 1749-
 All the young people of the villageselmmbm-
gathered together in a large area, in
the middle of which they had lighted
a great fire. The {peCtators formed a
long fquare, at both ends of which
the dancers were ranged in two oppo-
fite lines, the men on one fide, the

women on the other. There were

two tabours to regulate the dance ;
and as foon as they had beat a march,
the performers began a fong, the bur-
den of which was repeated by all the
{peQtators. At the fame time a dan-
cer ftepping forth from each line, ad-
vanced towards the oppofite perfon that
pleafed him moft, to the diftance of
two or three feet, and prefently
drew back in cadence, till the found
of - the tabour ferved as a fignal for
them to come clofe, and to firike
their thighs againft each other, that

15,
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1749. is, man to woman, and woman to
September- an 3 this dene, they drew back once
more, and foon after renewed the fame:

monkey tricks, diverfifying their move=
ments as often as the tabour directed
them, till at length they returned to
their place. The other performers did
the fame, each in their turn, but without
a repetition ; then the two lines drew
near to one another, and aed. their
part in the fame manner. That thefe
geftures are very immodeft, is obvious;
but the other movements, which are
hardly perceived, unlefs one is ufed to
them, muft be much more fo. The Ne-
groes do not dance a ftep, ‘but every
member of their body, every joint,
and even the head itfelf, exprefleth a
different motion, always keeping time,
let it be never fo quick. “And it is
in_the exa@ proportioning of this in-
finite number of motions, that the Ne-
groes dexterity in dancing chiefly con-

fifls :
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fits: none but thofe that are as 1749.
fupple as they, can poffibly imitate e i
their agility. Notwithftanding the vio-
lence of this exercife, it lafted a
good part of the night, during which
they drank off feveral pots of a very
ftrong fort of beer made of millet.

They began the fame {cenec the
two nights following, and the third

their entertainments ceafed. An Eu-
ropean, on fuch an occafion, would

have gone into mourning for fome
months ; while the African feizes this
opportunity to rejoice: fuch are the
whimfical cuftoms of different nations;
what produceth joy and pleafure to
one, 1is a fubject of grief to ano-
ther.

I had landed very eafily upon my pafage

over the

arrival at Portudal, becaufe the feabarofpor.

tudal in a

was gentle and calm: but at my; ...
return I was much embarrafied

I how
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5_17.4.9. how to reach our vefiel ; as there -

cPrember- vas  then a igreat fwell, and the
agitation of the waves upon the bar,
rendered it very dangerous and dif=
ficult to get over. We ventured
neverthelefs in a large pirggue, the
agent for the company, a few paffen-
gers, and myfelf; who were prepared
to empty the water as faft as it came
in, with half calabathes. The boat
was thus laden, when a wave drove
on fhore, and lifted it off, with the

affiftance of four Negroes, all good
fwimmers ; they pufhed it forwards

with their whole might, and leaped in
as faft as the part where they were
to row entered the water. We {foon
found ourfelves in a very high fea,
when the waves fwelling like a ridge
of hills, drove againft the pirogue,
and wathed it all over. We worked
hard, and with great refolution, to
cmpty it again; and indECd we hn.d

enough
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enough upon our hands, while the 1749.
Negroes rowed with all their might, ™"
to avoid the waves, which came rol-
ling upon them. Now the pirogue
raifed its prow upon the back of a
billow, while its ftern funk deep into
the water: now it was fupported as
it were at both ends on the edge
of two different waves: now only
the middle of it was fufpended upon
a rolling furge, fo that the extre-
mities feemed to be poized in the
air. In this manner, apprehending
every moment to be overfet and ine-
vitably loft, we got over the bar,
with great good fortune, and went on
board the veffel, which carried us to
the ifle of Goree, where we arri-
ved the 24th of September, about
night fall,

Two days after, M. de Saint Jean, Excurfion

to the

intending to favour me with an ex- Magdalen
iflands.

curfion to the Magdalen iflands, di-
Fz ftant
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ftant a league from Goree, fitted out
a veflel, on which T embarked along
with him and f{ome officers of his
department. Of thefe two iflands only
one is acceffible ; the other is a naked
fteep rock, very high above the fur-
face of the water, and all white
with the ordure, which plungeons,
gulls, and other fea-fowls, leave be-
hind them. ‘The chief Magdalen ifland,
though fmall, might be inhabited, if
it had but a harbour; but it is ac-
ceflible only by a fmall creek, full of
rocks, and generally tempeftuous. This
creek forms a kind of long canal, which
terminates in a natural bafon of an
oval figure, hollowed in- the rock, twelve
feet deep, and twelve fathoms -long,
with tranfparent water, where one may
bathe in fafety. The ifland is only one
continued mountain, almoft round, and
like that of Goree : it has alfo two fmall
{prings which are dried up in the winter.

The profpect from thence is very beauti-
: tul
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ful and extenfive, and the air extremely 1749.
freth : but it would not be worth while >
to ftay there for this alone. Its rocks
ferve for a receptacle to an infinite
number of ringdoves, natural to that
country, and which differ from thofe
of Europe, only in the fuperior delicacy
and tafte of their fleth.

Having already obferved that the mdotence
of the Ne-
Negroes are neglwent and idle to ex- groes.
cefs, 1 fhall give here another proof
of it. M. de Saint Jean had caufed
fome potatoes to be planted in this
ifland, in order to engage the neigh-
bouring Negroes, who come hither very
often, to continue and improve the
culture of them, by which means they
might {ell them afterwards to the com-
pany. Accordingly they came a few
days before us, and carried away all the
potatoes, without minding to plant the

off-fets again, which we found lying
I3 upon
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upon the ground, dried up with the heat
of* the fun.

The moft remarkable plants on this
ifland, were the fame as thofe which
I had obferved at Goree. Below I {faw
feveral new - fpecies of fpermacoce and
belianthemoides, which the French call
falade de matelots, that is, failor’s fallet,
becaufe they eat the leaves of it like
purflane, which it refembles in tafte.
Higher up, there were corchorass, or
Jew’s mallows *, and a great deal
of bindweed with cut leaves. The
fummit of the mountain was covered
with variety of fhrubs, fuch as palma
Chrifir's, tapia’s 4, and ftinking caffia,
among which there was great plenty of
dracunculus §, as alfo of ornithegalum

with

* Corchorus five melochia. 7. B. 2. g82.

t+ Tapia arborea triphylla. Plum. gen. pag. 22.
In Englifh, The garlic pear-tree.

¥ Arum polyphyllum ceylanicum, caule fcabro,
viridi
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with green leaves, and a very pretty 274G
fpecies of amaranthus *. There were e
alfo fome calabath trees from five to fix
feet diameter: they had all of them
European names, with the letters cut
very deep into the bark. We did not
not chufe to' deviate from the cuftom,
therefore each man cut his name. For
my part, I was fatisfied with repair-
ing two of them, which were old
enough to deferve the trouble: one
was dated the fifteenth, and the other
‘the fixteenth century. The letters were
about fix inches long; but in breadth
they occupied only a very {mall part
of the circumference of the trunk;
from whence 1 concluded, they had

viridi diluto, maculis albicantibus notato. Comm,
Hort. Amfl. wol. i. tab. 52.

_* Amaranthus verticillatus minor, Bengalenfis
ferpylli foliis incanis. Plut. phytog. tab. 10. fig. 3.

I4 not
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1749. not been cut when thofe trees were
Serember young.  However, thefe infcriptions are
Ageofthe fufficient, I think, to determine pretty
wees.  nearly the age which thefe calabafth
trees may live to; for, if we fuppofe,
that thofe in queftion were cut in
their early years, and that they grew
fix feet in the fpace of two centuries,
one may reckon how many centuries
are requifite, for their fhooting up to
five and twenty feet, which is the

laft term of their growth.

After {pending three days agree-
ably in herborizing on the ifland of
Magdalen, and in obferving the beau-
tiful fhells which it produces, we re-
turned to Goree, from whence 1 fet

Ofober 2. fail the 2d of OE&ober for the ifland

PEFHI.I'E

from Go- Of Senegal. Ten days was I de-
ree for the

ifland of tained at fea, by contrary winds at
Sr¢t: N. E. which would have made me
extremely uneafy, had they not affor-
~ded me an opportunity of making a

very
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very important obfervation. The 6th 1749.
of the fame month, at half an hour fovhaRase
paft fix in the evening, we were about
fifty leagues from the coaft, when
four f{wallows came to take their page
‘night’s lodging in our veffel, and "
pitched upon the fhrouds. I catched
them all four with great eafe, and
found them to be European fwal-
lows. This lucky incident confirmed
‘me in the fufpicion I had formerly en-
tertained, that thofe birds croflfed the
fea to get into the torrid zone, as
“foon as the winter approached : and in-
“deed I have obferved fince, that they
are never feen but at this time of the
year at Senegal, along with quails, wag-
tails, kites, and fome other birds of
pﬁffagc, which go thither every year,
when the cold drives them away from
the temperate cotintries of Europe. A-

" nother fa@ not lefs worthy of remark,
~ is, that the fwallows do not build their
' : nefts
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1749. nefts in Senegal as in Europe ; they

ﬂlic every night, two and two, or fingle,
on the fea-fhore, which they feem to

like better than inland places.

Flying I was likewife amufed in this long
paflage with looking at the flying fithes.
It was then their feafon, and the fea
was, in fome meafure, filled with them,
In fize they are equal to a gudgeon
or a whiting : they have two fins
almoft as long as their whole body,
which ferve them for wings to fly upon
the water. The gold fifh and bonitoe
are extremely greedy of the flying fifh,
and at that time were in full purfuit
of them; fo that every minute you
might fee little clouds of the latter
rifing above the water, and endea-
vouring to avoid their cruel enemies.
"As they balance themfelves in the air,
merely by the humidity of their wings,

their
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their flight was very fhort: a great 1749.
many of thofe that had flown above Ao
the fhip, fell down again; and we
caught a confiderable number of them,
without any further trouble. T eat fome,
which 1 found very tender and well

tafted.

I arrived at Senegal the 12th of 1.
O&ober, when the trees, the fields and Z%?;Hi;t
the meadows, felt equally the effeds o
of the frethnefs of the feafon, occafioned
by the rain; and the eye was delighted
with an agreeable verdure, which had
fucceeded a frightful drought. The
_rains were over: and as the bed of
the Niger began to fall, the voyage
to Podor feemed of courfe more prac-
ticable. I could not feize on a bet-
ter opportunity for my refearches on
the banks of that river; and there-
fore 1 thought of taking a fecond trip
to that place. I knew that as the
winds are feldom favourable at this

feafon
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feafon of the year, our voyage would
not be very expeditious Flattering my-
felf therefore, with the hopes of great
fuccefs in the obfervations I was about
to make, I embarked the twenty-third
of the fame month. It is common for
the veflels that undertake this voyage, to
provide themfelves with wood over-
againit the point of the ifle Biféche, in
a place that has fince retained the
name of the Wood-ifland, within a
fhort league of Senegal. Here we
ftopped at a very agreeable fpot, where
the veflel entered with all eafe among

the mangroves, and was fhaded with

their verdant foliage. While we were
taking in our wood; I went athore
on the ifland, which by the inunda-

tion had been rendered one continued
flough or morafs. On each fide I fmelt

a delicious fragrancy, the caufe of which
I could not divine, till advancing into
the wood, 1 arrived half-knee deep in

water,

R

m-'ﬂh.ﬁ [
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water, at a fpot which I faw all co- '749-
vered with a kind of mufhroom, dif-
ferent from the Agyptian. It was then

in bloflom, and diffufed, as I obferved
before, a moft pleafing odour.

From this place to the village of pigculties
Maka, both banks of the Niger are ?ﬁ;ffd"
fo covered with mangroves, that it™Ne™
is impoffible to walk on foot. As
we had no wind, the /aprors were
obliged to hawl the veflel with a rope,
ap to their waift in water, and fome-
times - deeper. At firft we advanced
five or fix leagues a day, before we
reached the Mufketoe trading-place, be-
caufe the river runs almoft north and
fouth, till it comes to that place, and
the winds were not quite contrary :
but from thence to Podor, it changes
its dire@ion from weft to eaft, and
with a good deal of difficulty could we
proceed three leagues a day. One time
~ we were retarded by a fhoal; another

time
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1749. time the trees along the banks hin-

O%be: dered the hawling of the veffel, and a
good part of the day was {pent in
towing it *. As thefe obftru@ions af-
forded me time and opportunity to re-
connoitre the country, [ went on fhore
morning and evening, where I pierced my
way through the woods, and traverfed
the moraffes and the fields, herborizing
and courfing all the way; {o that I never
returned empty handed. In one place,
a plant, or an infe&, ftopped me; in
another, fome extraordinary quadruped,
or fome bird decked with the moft
beautiful feathers ; every objet that of-

fered itfelf to my fight, was new to
me.

Prodigious A little above the Mufketoe trading-

number o

crocediles. place, I began to fee crocodiles : when

* To tow a veflel, is to draw it by a rope faf-

tened to a tree, or to an anchor, which is let drop
into the water.
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I fay I began to fee them, I mean by 1749.
hundreds ; for there are fome towards oo e
the ifland of Senegal. But this fpot
feems to be their general rendezvous,
even of the very largeft: for I have
beheld fome that were from fifteen to
cighteen feet long; and I do not know
that there are any above this fize.
There were upwards of two hun-
dred, which appeared all at the fame
time above water. As the veflel paf-
fed that way, they were frightened, and
immediately plunged their heads into
the river, but rofe again very foon to
take breath, becaufe they cannot keep
more than a few minutes under wa-
ter. When they fwim on the fur-
face, you fee only the upper part of
their head, and a fmall part of the
back ; at which time they bear not the
leaft refemblance to live creatures; but

one would take them for the trunks
of
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1749. of trees floating on the river. In this

i attitude, which leaves them the ufe of
their eyes, they fee what paffes on
both banks; and as foon as they
perceive any animal coming to drink,

they plunge under water, and {wim
up to it with the greateft expedition;
then feizing it by the leg, they drag
it into the ftream, where it 1s {foon
drowned, and then they devour it.

We had not yet advanced five and
wae twenty leagues the 3oth of October.
Gandor.  'T'hat morning I efpied a very beautiful

plain to the left of the river Niger,
oppofite the village of Gandor ; pleafed
with the profpe¢t, I went a-fhore, but
foon had reafon to repent it.  After
having walked about an hour, I found
the ‘paffage ftopped up by the marigot
of Ouafoul, which was then very con-
fiderable. ‘The ‘river makes-an elbow

a
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a little above this fpot. The fhip’s 1749.
company finding the wind favourable, %>
had gained above a league upon me,
and had no thoughts of waiting not
knowing the perplexity I was un-
der. And yet I was obliged to come
~up with them. I had taken with me
only a Negroe of Banbara, who had
offered his fervice on the occafion:
for it is not to be imagined what dif-
ficulty I had to prevail on any of
thofe, who had once made an excur-
fion with me, to attend me again:
they were but too fenfible of the rifks
I ran; and they did not receive plea-
fure enough, to like a fhare of my

toils.

With my Banbara I advanced about
half a league through a morafs, formed
by an inundation of the waters of the
marigot on thofe low lands, from
whence I extricated myfelf with - diffi-
culty, wading up to my knees in wa-

K ter,
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ter, and meeting every minute with

prodigious large ferpents, efpecially of

Scrpentsof that  fpecies whofe bodies are furpriz-

a ve::ly ex-
traordi-

nary fize.

The au-
thor ftopt
b}r a ma-
r:gﬂl.

ingly thick in comparifon to their length.
I avoided thofe animals as foon as I
elpied them; but my Negroe heartened
me, by affirming they were not noxious.
I fhot one very near me, that was al-
moft a foot diameter, and eight and
a half in length. The Negroe threw
it over his fhoulders, reckoning to feaft
upon it with his comrades.

When I had advanced a few fteps
towards the bed of the marigor, 1 en-
tered, though I had my clothes on,
into the water up to my wafte. But
I did not care to go further, as I.
might have met with fome hole,
which would have embarraffed me
greatly. I therefore fent my Negroe
to found the bottom; and in the
mean while I got upon a tree, in or-
der to. avoid the ferpents, and the
| | water,
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water, which began to fatigue me. 1749.
After founding three different places, 25
he was of opinion, he could carry me
over a particular fpot, where the wa-
ter came up only to his noftrils,
when he ftood on tip-toe. The fel-
low was tall, being fix feet fome
inches. T mounted upon his fhoul-
ders, with 'my gun in my hand, a
few birds, and a bundle of plants.

He was foon in the water up to his e pams
neck; and I was not without fome g on"

Negroe’s
apprehenfion, when I faw myflf de- ﬁf’;;‘;f
A{cend gradually up to my waift : how- his life-
ever, I refigned myfelf to his fkilful
guidance, or rather to my own good
fortune, and T let him do as he plea-~
fed. He waded through the middle
of the marigor with amazing refolu-
tion, without being in the leaft daun-
ted, though he was obliged to fial-
low three large gulps of water, which
for {fome time took away his breath,

As foon as I efcaped this danger, I

K2 efpied
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1749. efpied a plant of very extraordinary

Oftofler- beauty, floating on the water: this
was 2 cadelari ¥, with foft filver leaves.
That moment I forgot every other
obje&t, and though my Banbara was
ftill up to his chin in water, I ven-
tured to pluck the charming plant.
Thus I efcaped very luckily out of
the marigot of Ouafoul, which at that
tine was very near a hundred and

twenty fathoms broad, that is, about
twice the breadth of the Seine at Pont

Royal; and I overtook the veflel be-
fore noon.

‘That very evening, doubting whether
I fhould be able to find my way on
the fide of the river, where I had run
fuch rifk in the morning, I landed on

the oppofite bank, but was not more
Forefts of fortunate. Every now and then I met

reeds im-
paffable. - 2> 1

* Cadelan. Hort. Mal, part. 10. pag. 155
tak. 78.

with
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with forefts of reeds from ten to 1749.
twelve feet high, which tried my pa- 20"
tience to the full, when I was obli-
ged to go through them. There was
no fort of path; and in many places
the reeds ftood fo thick, as to deprive
me in a manner from feeing either fky
or land.

- 'The following days I f{pent more
agreeably: we arrived in thofe parts,
where the hippoptami, or fea hor- Hippopti-
mi, or fea

fes, are very common. This is the horfes.
largeft of all amphibious animals, and
is to be found no where but in the
‘African rivers, in freth water: and
one thing worthy of obfervation is,
“that it has been never feen any where
‘elfe but in this part of the world, to
‘which it feems particularly to belong.
‘It is commonly drawn in the figure of
‘an ox, which indeed is the animal it
‘refembles moft; but its legs are much
thorter, and its head is monftrous

K 3 large.
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large. In regard to its fize, the fea
horfe may take wprecedency after the
clephant and the rhinoceros. Its jaws
are armed with four large tufks, where-
with it loofens the roots of trees, on
which it feeds. It cannot abide long
under water, for want of refpira-
tion; which obliges it to carry 1ts
head now and then above the furface,
in the fame manner as the crocodile,
It neighs much in the fame manner

‘as a horfe, but with fuch vehemence,

that it mmay be heard very dﬂhn&ly a
quarter of a league off.

In ;t]lis very neighbourhood, befides
the fea horfe, there is a fecond fpe-
cies of crocodile, not at all inferior
to the other in dimenfions. It is di-
ftinguithed by its colour, which is
black; and by its jaws, which are 2
great deal longer than the others: It
is allo more carnivorous; and is even

faid to be greedy after human flefh.
The
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1749.
Thc veflel fometimes plied on one, 9%0ber
and fometimes on the other bank of e
the river, which were all along bor- :
dered with fhrubs, commonly of wil-
lows, or fefbans, covered with bind-
weeds, or dog’s-bane, of feveral kinds,
which after creeping round their branch-
es, hung theit fprigs, loaded with
flowets of various colours. At the foot
of thefe fhrubs waved the perficaria,
alfo in flower. Thus I failed along a
thatming meadow, on which wefe
feeding a multitade of grafs-hoppers,
whofe beautiful green, variegated with
the livelieft red, ‘had an admirable ef-
fe&t. Further on, the palmettos reared
their lofty heads above the femeliers *
and acacia’s, which overfpread the
ret of the ground. In fhort, nc-
thing could be more beautiful than the
profpe&, with which my eye was re-
frethed, the fpace of fifteen leagues and

* A fpecies of bauhinia not defcribed.

K4 up~
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upwards, from the defert to the vil--
lage of Bokol. And indeed this would.
be the moft agreeable river in the
world, were it not for the continual
apprehenfion from the crocodiles, and
fometimes from the fea horfes with
which it abounds. '

The abovementioned palmetto is what
the Negroes call ronz 4, a name which
the French have been pleafed to change
into that of rondier. Its trunk is very
large and ftraight, like a column from
fifty to fixty feet high, from the up-
per end whereof iffues forth a bun-
dle of leaves, which, in turning off,
form a round head : each leaf reprefents
a fan of five or fix feet in expanfion, fup-
ported by a tail of the fame length. Of
thefe trees fome produce male flowers,
which are barren : others, called female,
are loaded with fruit, which fucceed each

other uninterruptedly, almoft the whole

t+ Carin-pana. Hort. Malab. wl. i. p. 11.
tab. g.
' year
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year round. 'They brought me feveral of 1749.
the bignefs of an ordinary melon, but %"
fomewhat rounder. They were inve-
lopped in two fkins as tough as lea-
ther, and thick as ftrong parchment ;
within-fide the fruit was yellowifh,
and full of filaments, faftened to three
large kernels in the middle. ‘The
Negroes are very fond of this fruit:
when it is baked under the afhes, it
taﬁes very much like a quince; it has
a pretty ftrong fcent, but extremely

agreeable

The Niger willow is d:f‘f'crent frum Willow.
the: European. It has the trunk and thf:
weaknefs of the ofier; but its leaves are
very fhort, and made round at the ends,
The Negroes gwe it the name of Zelele :
of all the trees in the country, it is
one of the moft refpected; its younger
branches pafs into the hands of ladies,
who make pick-tooths of them. And
for want of thefe, which leave alittle

bit-
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1749- bitternefs in the mouth, they ufe the

Novem
s branches of fome other fine {cented trees.
Thefe different forts of pick-tooths are’

called Jokiow.

Mot I faw evety day {o great a numberﬂf
';Fl‘jxl:ti:":ﬁon elephants all along the banks of the river;
neigh- that the fight was no longer a furprize to
of Daga- Me. The fifth of November, as I was
i walking in the woods over-againft the
village of Dagana, I perceived a number
of their footfteps very freth. I traced'
them clofe almoft two leagues, and at
Elephants: length I difcovered five of thofe animals,
three of which were weltering in their
filth like fiwine, and the fourth was ftand-
ing up with its little one, eating the ends
of the branches of an acacia, which it
had but juft broke. By comparing the
height of the tree againft which this
elephant ftood, T judged that it was at
leaft eleven or twelve feet, from the fole
of its foot to the buttocks : its tufks pro-

jeGed the length of near three feet.
Though

: b L AR
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Though thofe animals did not appear to 1749.
be.affected at fecing me, yet I thought it At
advifeable to retire. Continuing my jour-
ney, I found very ftrong impreffions of
their footfteps, which I meafured, and
they were near a foot and a half diame-
tet, Their dung was a good deal like
that of a horfe, and formed balls feven
or eight inches thick.

The next day I had an infinite plea-
fure in vifiting the beautiful fields on the
fide of Bokol. Firft of all T walked
under trees full of green monkeys, whofe mﬁ'
gambols were very diverting. Next 1
came to a place abounding with game,
where I had excellent fport. From
thence I eéntered into a little thicket
near a morafs, which drew whole
flocks ‘of Guinea-hens. "While I was
lying in ambufh in this fpot, I efpied
one of thofe enormous wild boars, pe- wiud
culiar to Africa, and of which I do not ***
remember, that any natural hiftorian has
‘made mention. He was coming full
-' drive
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1749. drive at me, and would have ccrtainl-j':
November. vertaken me, if I had not warned him.'l
as it were, to dire¢t his fteps another
way, by the noife I made in taking
aim at him. He was black like our
European wild boars, but a vaft deal
larger. He had four great tufks, the
two uppermoft of which were bent into
a femicircle towards the forehead, where

they refembled the horns worn by other

amimals.

R
i

Danger The nearer I drew to Podor, the

and fa-

diguesin gmore I was expofed to danger, becaufe
to Podor. the banks of the Niger are more lone-
fome, efpecially that towards the north.
Yet neither the dangers I was expofed to
from wild beafts; nor the toil of courﬁﬁg
in woods, which are rendered almoft
inacceffible by thorns; nor the fultry
heats of the eaft wind, that obliged
me every inftant to have recourfe to the
river waters, in order to quench my vio-
lent thirft; none of all thefe inconve-
‘niences deterred me ; nothing was capa-

ble
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ble of cooling my courage. I had an 1749.
amazing good ftate of health; and this Nevember
bore me up in the midft of fo many pe-
rils and toils, under which a great many
would have funk.

- The feventh of November there hap- sl
pened to me an adventure, far more cri- adventure.
tical and more terrifying than any I had
hitherto met with. I ufed alternately

to walk on either bank of the river, but

that day I happened to be on the north-

fide. I walked and courfed in a defert
country, that had never been cultiva-

ted, over-run with wood, as ancient as

the country itfelf, and the thicknefs of
which, independently of the wild beafts

that lurk there, ought naturally to have

filled me with horror. In fpite of the
‘dangers and inconveniences infeparable

from this kind of fport, my curiofity led

me into the thickeft parts of the wood,
invited by the animals, plants, and

birds, of which there was prodigious
plenty. The negroe, whom I had ta-
i | ‘ken
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ken with me as a companion, followed
me at a great diftance. It was now

noon-day, and I had fcarce loaded my

piece, after killing two toucans, when 1
beheld a tiger at a little diftance. He
had not as yet efpied me, for there was

a tree between us; but he walked with

a very flow pace, his head inclining
towards the ground. Inftantly I clap-
ped a ball into my piece, in order to
take aim of him behind the tree, and
in my left hand I held a hanger. Hear-
ing thefe motions, the tiger turned
quickly towards where I was, and dar-
ted his angry eyes at me. Though I
was not twelve feet diftant from him,
ftill I thought it imprudent to fire,
becaufe I was alone, and fhould have
run a very great rifk, if I did not lay

him dead upon the {pot. I_,{thcré— |
fore took the refolution, which feemed |
to me the moft prudent on the like oc-

cafion: this was ftill to keep full aum

at him, with one knee bent for greater

the

[]
ll "ol il
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the other foot without appearing dif- 1749.

mayed, in order to determine him to
purfue his way. This he did in an in-
ftant ; and taking fuch a leap, asI never
beheld in my life, he freed me from the
uneafinefs, into which his difagreeable
prefence had thrown me,

That very inftant I quitted the wood,
to draw near the river-fide, where
‘my negroe did not come to me till
an hour after. We waited a long
time for the veffel without hearing any
tidings of it: we likewife went on a
litle further ; but all to no purpofe. We
had left it above two leagues behind us,
and there was no probability of its ar-
rival before fun-fet. It was four o’clock
in the afternoon ; and from fix in the
morning that I had been toiling, I had
tafted nothing but water, of which I had
drank a great quantity, to temper the
heats, I felt from the fcc}rchmg rays of
the fun. Being now opprefled with
-hungcr, as well as my negroe, I deter-

- mined

November.
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1749. mined to dine after the favage fathion,
September: Al the requifites were at hand. I had
killed in my walks more game than
four hungry men could devour at one
meal. My negroe was not embarraffed
to roaft it: he rubbed two fticks toge-
ther, which took fire in an inftant ; then
Theau- he made a wooden fpit, and garnithed

thur dines .
inthemid- it with a fowcan, two partridges, and

weod  two Guinea-hens. As foon as I had
dined, which I may be faid to have
done with more frugality and lefs cere-
mony than the negroes themfelves; I
thought I could do no greater fervice
to myfelf, and to every Frenchman that
fhould happen hereafter to walk in this
dangerous neighbourhood, than to fet
fire to the wood, in the manner prac-
He fets tifed by the negroes. During the fpace
ashere. of two hours that I ftaid there, I
e threw in fuel fufficient to fpread the
conflagration, for feveral leagues through
this vaft defert, which extends from
the village called Ndoannmaﬁgm as far
as Podor, for a fpace of above twenty

leagues;
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leagues ; it is frequented but very rarely by 1749.
ki . November.
the Moors, who encamp in fome places,
which they previoufly fet on fire. At

feven in the evening, the long wifthed-for

vefiel arrived; when I went on board
with great fatisfaction, by the blaze of
the bonfire: ecight days afterwards I

heard, that it was ftill burning, and

had laid the country open for {everal
leagues. _

* The eighth we arrived at Lamnai, a Prodigious
fmall ifland, which very jufty might be Eﬂﬁ? g
called the ifland of birds: it lies Very ofiamms
low, and is not two hundred fathoms
in length. = The trees were covered with
fuch a prodigious number of cormorants

and herons of every kind, that the /gp-
fots, in going up a rivulet, filled a boat, in
lefs than half an hour, as well with the
"T‘j'rﬁung ones, which they took either
with their hands, or knocked down with
flicks ; as with the old ones, of which
ke i every

el e

-
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every thot brought down feveral do-
zens. ]

In this ifland I found a plant, which

I had not yet feen; it is well known

by the name of the fraticte of Egypt,
that furprizing plant, which is faid
to move on the waters of the Nile,
feeking for nutrition in the fame man-
ner as animals. Surely this is a made
ftory, or perhaps the loofe defecrip-
tions which travellers have given of
it, have been interpreted in a wrong

fenfe. The firatiote of the Niger is the
fame as that of the Nile, of which we

have a figure in Profper Alpinus *, and

in the garden of Malabar ~f-': and its
roots -are fo deeply fixed in the earth,
that it is with difficulty they can be
plucked up. What has given rife to

* Hay alem el maovi, id eft, gratiotr:s. Profp.

Aip. Egypt. v. 2. p. 51.
+ Kadda-pail.  Hot, Mal, wol. 13, p. 32

tab. 63 Ny
this
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this error is, that the abovementioned 1749.
~ . Novembet.
plant produces fmall tufts of leaves, at a
very great diftance from each other,
and fupported by a ftem, which, after
Hoating on the water, lofes itfelf infen-
fibly in the earth; much in the fame
manner as the potamogetons; the nymi-
pbr?fdéf, and even the leaves of the se=
nufar or water-lilly.

Being fo near to Podor, which wé
deferied from afar, over the low lands,
¥ began the more ardently to wifh for
the happy hout of Ianding, as the
veflel hardly advanced above three or
four leagues a day. At length this ™
hour came the tenth of November ; atPodor.
and the nineteenth day put a period
to this tedious and labnrmus voyage ;
whmh I had performed in the hotteft
month of the year. The thermomﬂtcrlll‘:aiﬂfﬁve
could not be expofed with any fafety,hmnf?hc
Except in the thip’s cabin; where e
L2 marked
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marked by twelve at noon from 4o te
45 degrees. This cabbin was fo great-
ly warmed by the fun, that even in
the night-time it ftll preferved from
30 to 32 degrees of heat: it was. like
a ftove, or rather a fiery furnace: the
pitch and tar were melted to fuch a
degree, as to pafs through all the joints
of the veflel. In fhort, the heat I
endured in this voyage, was fuch,
that I do not think it can poffibly
be more violent.in any other part of
the world : hence I am not at all fur-
prized, that moft of the French, who
are near two months in performing
the voyage of Galam * in July and
Auguft, thould feldom get there with-
out being feized with burning fevers.
And therefore it is that thofe, whom
cxperience or a thorough knowledge of
the country has rendered more prudent,
do not fail to embark in the month of |
June, as foon as the waters are high

* Galem is upwards of 700 miles above the mouth
of the River, and the principal place of trade for
gold, flaves, &c.

enough
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enough. Then they have a great deal
lefs to fuffer from the intemperatenefs
of the rainy feafon, and of the heats,
which increafe daily from the month
of June to November; fo that they
would never be able to bear them, were
they to fet out in September or O&ober.

149
1749.

November.

Another inconveniency of the voyage Bees very

to Podor or Galam, in the month of Oc-
tober, is owing to the mufketoes and
bees. I have elfcwhere mentioned how
troublelome the former are: but the
latter are ftill more fo. Every day to-
wards twelve o'clock, I was fure of being
vifited by one, two, and fometimes more
fivarms, which made their entrance into
the cabbin, attra&ed, in all probability,
by the penetrating and refinous {mell of
the pitch and tar. Such tormenting vi-
fitors obliged me to quit the vellel, and
to feck ﬁ}r peace on fhore.

The fame thing happened to .me at
Podor in November and December. It
L 1S

troubles;

{fome.
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is very likely, that during thofe three
months the {fwarms quit their old hives
to build new ones: for, at that time,
you frequently meet with very confidera-
ble heaps of them. One day I faw the
roof of a houfe, the furface of which
was fixteen {quarc feet, covered with a
Iay or bed, four fingers thick of bees,
heaped up in this manner. This is an
evident proof of the prodigious number
of thofe infets. ' They lodge every where,
but more particularly in the trunks of trees
made hollow by time. This year they had
three hives at our fettlement of Podor ;
one between the thutters and the win-

dow of the room on the firft floor: the

other on the ground floor, 1n a {mall prefs
full of old iron, a leaf of which was
opened every day; and it ftood at .the
bottom of a very dark warehoufe : the
third was in the ceiling of another
warehoufe, juft behind the door. With

difficulty could we drive away thofe

infects, even in the night, and with

the help of fire: they know how to

= i
dl-
A
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diftinguith in the dark, thofe who mo- 1749.
left them, and they thew their revenge i
by moft pungent ftings.

Thefe bees differ from thofe of Europe quality of
only in fize. There is this fingularity in Eé:" o
their honey, that it never acquires a con-
fittency like ours; but 1s ahvays liquid
and like a brown fyrup. We may af-
firm, it is infinitely fuperior, both in
delicacy and tafte, to the beft honey' col-
le¢ted in the fouthern parts of France.

The country aboutPodor had now avery pants of
diffcrent face from what it wore at the
time of my firft voyage. Inftead of a dry
barren plain, I beheld an agreeable cham-
paign, interfected with morafles, whererice
erew naturally without being fown. The
higher grounds were covered with millet :
and there alfo the indigo and cotton plants
difplayed a moft lovely verdure. Al-
moft all the aquatic plants of warm cli-

mates, pafied in review before me: I ob-.
4 L 4 {ferved
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ferved the water lilly *, two forts of pon-
tederia <, the juffiea’s T, the lemmas
and the pongat: ||, of the garden of Ma-
labar, I likewife met with feveral {pe-
cies of alifma, bindweed, nenupbar, utricu-
laire, bottonia Y[, adbatoda, befides a great
multitude of cyperufes, or galingales, and
other, moftly unknown, plants.

My curiofity was not confined to the
adjacent fields ; 1t extended alfo to the
woods and marigots two leagues all round.
There I found many new {pecies of
trees and birds of exquifite beauty.
But of all the extraordinary things I
obferved, nothing ftruck me more than
certain eminencies, which, by their
height and regularity, made me take them

* Nyinphza Indica minor lavis. Rumph. Herb,
Amb. v. 6. p. 167. tab, 72. fiy 3.

t+ Pontederia floribus umbellatis, Lin. fl. Zeyl. 129,

1 New {pecies.

| Pongati. Hort. Maleb. v. 11. p. 47. tab. 24.

q Hottonia flore {olitario, ex foliorum alis prove=
niente, Burm. Th. Zeyl. pag. 121. tab. 55. fig. 1.

at
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at a diftance, for an aflemblage of Ne- 1740.
groes huts, or a confiderable village - Nevemies
and yet they were only the nefts of
certain infects. They are round pyra-
mids, from cight to ten feet high, upon
nearly the fame bafe, with a fmooth fur-
face, of rich clay, exceflively hard
and well built. The infide is a labyrinth
of little galleries, interwoven one with
the other, and anfwering to a {mall open-
ing, which gives ingrefs and regrefs to the
infects that inhabit it. They are called
wag-vagues : and perhaps are the fame ag
thofe which go by the name of wood-lice
and white ants in America and the Eaft-
Indies. They are fhaped like the common
‘ants; but their members are not fo di-
ftin&. Their body, befidesbeingof a dirty
white, is alfo much f{ofter, fuller, and as
it were, of an un®uous nature. Thefe
creatures multiply prodigioufly ; and
when they want to make a lodgment,
they .attack fome dead trunk of a tree,
into which they quickly eat their way.
' In

s
-
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the latitude
of Podor.
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In my two voyages I had carefully
drawn a plan of the river Niger, from its
mouth to Podor: fo that there remained
only for me, to know the latitude of this
place. ‘'The difference I found between
my plan, and that of the ancient and mo-
dern charts, made me fufpect that the
latitude had not been rightly determined;
if it be true that they worked upon it at
all. In order to be certain, 1 fixed,
with the requifite precautions, a gnomen
eight feet one inch and a line in height,
upon a platform, reduced to a very exatt
level. During the month of November
and part of December, I obferved there-
on different points of the fun’s thadow,
which by calculation gave me its height.
Thence I concluded Pedor to be 16 de-
grees 44+ minutes north latitude, ac-
cording to the account I tranfmitted
at that time to M. Le Monnier,
who was pleafed to communicate it to

the
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¢he academy of {ciences *. This obfer- 174q9.
vation is of fome importance, fince it NRRE
corrects an error of abeve 1§ minutes,
by which all other maps place Podor teo
far north ; and it greatly diminifhes the
length of this river, whofe dire€tion has
been alfo wrong laid down by moft geo-
graphers. ‘Thus, befides the advantage
I reaped from my fecond voyage to Po-
dor, in informing myfelf of the natural
hiftory of the country; it likewife ena-~
bled me to yerify and corre& an eflential
point of geography, with regard to the
courfe of the Niger, of which we know
but a very fmall part as yet,

In failing down this river, the winds

were as favourable to us as they had been fl° retums

adverfe in afcending. I left Podor the dor tothe

17th of December, and arrived the 2 1ft Senegal.
at the ifland of Senegal ; fo that I was

* This obfervation was printed in the fecond
volume of the memoirs prefented to the academy by
divers learned men, pag. 605,

Gnl_y
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1749. only five days in my return, whereas 1
November- had been nineteen in going to Podor.
As the waters decreafed, they left on the
banks of the river a {lime, which the
Wegroes know how to make the moft of ;
for they had fown every part of it with
large millet, tobacco and feveral forts c-f

French beans.

1750. 1 did not ftay long upon the ifland of
pijaruary: Senegal ; for 1 left it the r1th of January
s the Enfumg year, to return a fecond time

to the ifland of Goree, where 1 arrived
the 15th. From thence I was to make
the voyage of Gambia, with Mefl. de la
Brue and de Saint Jean; one the director
of the fettlement of Senegal, the other of
the ifle of Goree. They were going to
reftore the French factory of Albreda,
fituate upon this river, within fix or
feven leagues of its mouth, and about
fifty from the ifle of Goree. Three
Voyage to VELIEls fet fail together the roth of Fe-
ﬁi’;bi:t: bruary, and entered the river Gambia
February. the 20th. Its mouth does not begin,

pro-
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properly fpeaking, till you are at the 1750.
point of the bar; though its bed ad- F"™-
vances a good way into the fea, by
means of the fand banks or flats betwixt
the ifland of birds and cape St. Mary.
The cape is a high land, which you
leave upon your right. From the point
of the bar to the factory of Albreda, the
river has a very unequal breadth; in fome
placesit is a league over, and a little more
in others. Its banks are very high, and
bordered on both fides with tall trees,
which plainly thew the goodnefs of the
foil. '

We caft anchor over againft the fatory; yey gn.
and ftaid a few days in the road, without chored

over 4a-

. . : « rainft the
going afhore. There we lived very well : g e

the negroes brought us plenty of excellent Albreda.

fith, as thornbacks, {oles, monftrous g of the
river Gam-

large rock fith and a great many #ree- .
oyflers *, which abound in that river.

% See the natural hiftory of bivalvous fhells.
Species 1. opflers, plate 14. fig. 1.
- Here
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1750. Here they have every thing requifite foF
Februaty. (heir fuftenance. The banks of the
river being lined with mangroves, they
faften to the roots thetcof: and the
fea water never lofeth its faltnefs in this
fpot. What is very extraordinary, every
where clfe, oyfters are Joofened from rocks
here they are gathered upon trees ! At

low water, they are left bare, and feen
hanging at their roots. This is what
made fome voyagers, who had feen the
like in America, affirm, that they per-
ched upon trees. The Negroes have not
fo much difficulty as one would imagine,
in gathering them; they need only to
cut off the branch, to which the oyfters
are faftened. A f{ingle root bears fome=
times upwards of two hundred ; and
if it has feveral branches, it forms &
clufter which one man would find
difficult to carry. The fhells of thefe
oyfters differ from thofe of Europe, bes
g longer, narrower and thinner; but,
as to the delicacy and relifh of the meat,
connoifleurs know no difference.

:
.,
;
|
:

In




T O E-NEGA L, &e.

In this voyage I was witnefs myfelf,
for the firft time, to the miichief done
by locuits, that{courge, {o dreadful to hot
climates. The third day after our ar-
rival we were {tll in the road ; when
there {fuddenly arofe over our heads, to-
wards eight o’clock inthe morning, a
thick cloud, which darkened the air and
deprived us of the rays of the fun.
Every bedy was furprized at fo fudden a
change in the fky, which is feldom over-
caft in this feafon: but we foon found
that it was owing to a cloud of locufts,
raifed about twenty or thirty fathoms
from the ground, and covering an extent
of feveral leagues, upon which it pou-
red a fhower of thofe infeés, which
fell to devouring while they refted them-
felves, and then refumed their flight.
This ecloud was brought by a very
{trong eaft wind ; it was all the morn-
ing in paffing over the adjacent coun-
try; and we imagined that the fame
' wind

159

I 750.
F:hruary.

Cloud of
locuits.
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wind drove the locufts into the {ea. They

fpread defolation wherever they came:
after devouring the herbage, with the
fruits and leaves of trees, they attacked
even the buds and the very bark : they
did not fo much as fpare the reeds,
with which the huts were thatched,
notwithftanding that thefe were fo

dry : in fhort, they did all the mif~

chief that can be dreaded from fo vo-

racious an infet. I took a great
number of them, which are ftill to
be feen in my cabinet: they were in-
tirely brown, of the breadth and
lIength of one’s finger, and armed with

two ftrong jaw bones, dented like a.-
faw. Their wings were much longer

than thofe of any locufts Thad ever feen
before : and no doubt, but it was owing
to the argenefs of thofe wings, that

they
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they could fly with fuch eafe, and poife I‘Z
themf{elves in the air.

3 One would not imagine that {0 fhock- People
ing an infe&, as the locuft, thould et
ever be food for man. And yet it is an
undoubted fact, that in feveral parts
this country, the people eat of it: nay

‘they have different ways of drefling
this extraordinary dith. Some pound
them, and boil them with milk; others
only broil them on the coals, and think
‘them excellent food. There is no difputing

- of taftes: for my part I thould willing-

1y refign whole clouds of locufts to the

Negroes of Gambia, for the meanelt of

their fithes,

One thmg which always {urprized me, :E;’Eig:;:n:f
is the prodigious rapidity, with which the plants.
fap of trees repairs any lofs they may hap-
pen to {uftain in that country : and I was
never more aftonithed, than when, upon
landing four days after that terrible invafion

M of
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of locufts, I faw the trees covered with
new leaves; and they did not feem
to me to have fuffered much. 'The
herbs bore marks of the devaftation
fomewhat longer ; but a few days
were fufficient to repair all the mif-
chief,

The people inhabiting the country
along the Gambia, are Mandingoes

or Sofes, to exprefs myfelf in their

way. Their manner of life, and drefs,
is not preferable to that of the other
blacks; but their huts are better built :
and perhaps they are are obliged for
their tafte of archite@ure to the Por-
tuguefe, who were formerly fettled in

thofe parts. The walls are made of a

fat binding clay, which foon hardens,
They are all thatched with ftraw, which
hangs down to another little wall breaft-
high; and this meakes a fmall gallery
round the hut, where they are fhelter-

ed from the rays of the fun, The
village

R .
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village having taken fire a little after my
arrival, the walls of thofe huts that with-
flood it; were partly of a beautiful red,
and partly vitrified by the violence of the
fire: at a diftance they feemed to be
done over with a very bright enamel,

The hut where I lodged was large and
commodious, but as dark as a fubterra-

163

I?"D.
Feb,

e oy,

~ neous cavern, even at noon-day, becaufe European

it had no other opening but a door pier-
ced at each end. [Tere I muft obferve,
left I thould forget it, that 4 great num-
ber of our European fwallows reforted
hither every evening, and pafled the night
upon the rafters ; for, as I have elfewhere
mentioned, they do not build pefts in
this country, but only come to ipend the
winter,

Swallowsa

As my view in going up the Gambia

twas to make experiments in  natural
hiftory, I wanted a lightfome place to
perform my operations: and the huts

M 2 which
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Iggo. throughout the village were all too dark,

o1 contrived therefore to make ufe of a
tamarind-tree in the middle of the garden,
which belonged to my hut, and was
planted with fine orange, citron, papaws,
and other fruit-trees, I made an inclo-
fure of ftraw under its verdant foliage,
which, befides affording me a cool retreat,
invited the feathered chorifters to warble

Subige! 55 SO their notes, In fhort, it was a real

ous. cabinet of natural philofophy, and I quef-
tion whether fo rural a one was ever
feen before. For my part, the memeory
thereof is ftill dear to me, becaufe of the
knowledge I thereby acquired of an in-
finite multitude of new and curious plants,
the growth of this country, which is
doubtlefs one of the fineft fpots of all

Africa,

Fertility of  "The foil is rich and deep, and amazing-
[ = (ﬂ“ﬂ-j b 3

try. Jy fertile: it produces {pontaneoufly and al-

moft without cultivation, all the neceffaries

of life, as grain, fruits, legumes, and roots.

On

Ly datre . "
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On the high and fomewhat drier grounds 17 50.
you fee guavas, acajous, two f{orts of papaws, i
with orange and citron trees of exquifite
beauty : I meafured fome myfelf that were
above five and twenty feet high, and a
footand a half the diameter of the trunk,
The roots of manioc, igname, and ba-
tatee multiply greatly in open places. The
‘black and moift clays are taken up with
forefts of banana’s, at the feet of which
both pepper and ginger grow. Every thing
matures to perfection, and is excellent in
its kind. They likewife make a great
deal of date wine, which is very delicious,

The pepper of this place is not the Pepper.

fame as.that of India. It is a round ber-
ry about the bignefs of hemp-feed, which
ripenstoa red colour, and has a fweetith
tafte. It contains a feed of the fhape and
bignefs of a grain of cabbage, but very
hard, and in tafte like aromatic pepper,
which has an agreeable poignancy. This
fruit grows in {mall bunches on a {hrub

M 3 three
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1750. three or four feet high, whofe thin fupple

lbranches are furnithed with oval leaves,
pointed at the ends, very greafy, and
pretty much like thofe of the privet or

primﬂ print.

Cultwre of  Rice is almoft the only grain fown
" at Gambia in the lands overflown by
the rains of the high feafon. The negroes
cut all thefe lands with fmall caufeys,

which with-hold the waters in fuch a man-

ner, that their rice is always moiftened.

They had got in their crop long before

my arrival; {o that the rice fields in the

month of February were a fort of drained
morafles, on which grew a few wild herbs.
Shin'ng Every night we faw fhining flies, which
37 flew on all fides; and, wherever they paf-
{ed, they diffufed a light fimilar to that
of twinkling ftars, I walked there feve-
ral times at night fall, and perceived that
they came out of crevices or gaps formed
in that marthy foil when dried by the
fun, and in which they had made their
- | nefts,

S R o i v+ e i W
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nefts. I obferved alfo, that thofe which 1750,
had wings, emitted light as well as thofe _ "
which - had none; contrary to what we
fee in France, where the former have
not this advantage. In fhort, they flew
about only for three or four hours at the
moft, after which they returned to their
holes. I gathered a great number of
them, which I kept for fome days in
_ {mall phials, where they gave a light fo
long as they lived; but it grew dim in
- proportion as the infect drew towards its
end. This little creature is improper-
ly called a glow-worm or fire-fly; fince
it is neither a worm nor fly ; but a {mal}
beetle, of a brown colour, and iis body
flat and fcaly, like that of other beetles.
Its wings are covered with two cafes,
alfo fcaly, tho’ very foft. The light with
- which it is furnifhed, is lodged only in the
three laft rings of its body; and fome
motion muft be imprefled on them, for
the light to thew itfelf outwardly.

M 4 Leaving
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17 50 Leaving the river, we found a rich
- __{oil, of red fand, extremely fine, and
orecdof unconceivably. fruitful : this appears by
the trees with which itis covered. Here
you fee thickets impenetrable, not becaufe
of the thorns, for there are very few ;
but by reafon the trees ftand fo clofe:
among the reftI met with fome wild
vines, not unlike the Eumpean There
you behold a foreft of lofty trees, bend-
ing under the weight of the e¢zffus’s
(1), which would be called ivy in A-
merica, from the manner in which
they faften themfelves, afcending and
defcending, intertwined with each o-
ther, and feeming to bend downwards
and to {ubmit their branches, juft like the
tackling of a fhip in regard to its yards
and mafts. It was in thefe fine fields I

beheld thofe trees of fuch prodigious di-

(1) Cereo affinis {candens planta aphylla ; caule
rotundo, articulato, glabro, fucculento, faturat¢
viridi. Slhan. Fam. Vel. ii. tab, 224. fiz. 3 4

| menfi-
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menfions, viz. father Plumier’s ceyba’s 1¢ 5.:;}_
(2), which, as I have elfewhere ob-_ -
ferved, the negroes of Senegal call ben-
ien.,

The Jbenten furpaffes all the trees of Benten 2
Senegal in height, as the calabath-tree Efgd?éi:us
furpaffes them in thicknefs. There are "“&™
fome a hundred and ten, and even a
hundred and twenty feet high, the trunk
of which is from eight to ten feet at
the moft in diameter, and extremely
eret; between the root and branches, it is
fifty or fixty feet, and oftentimes more, in
length. * The chamferings or kind of
fmall wings, which fometimes grow the
whole length of the trunk, do not in the
leaft diminith the beauty of its white bark,
nor the boldnefs with which it carries its
round fpreading top. It is of this tree the il
negroes make their prrogues, by hollow-

g its trunk ; the wood being very foft,

(2) Ceyba viticis folio caudice glabro. Plum.
Ipfﬂ* pag. 42.
| denfe,
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denfe, and extremely light. Thofe whe
inhabit the banks of the Gambia being

poflefled of the largeft bentens, make’

likewile the largeft prrogues : they have
{ome from forty to fifty feet long, and
from four to five feet-in breadth, and
fomewhat lefs in depth,

The farobier is another large tree alfo

as common as the benten, but of quite a

different ufe, becaufe of the hardnefs and

weight of the wood. The negroes are

very fond of its fruit, which is a kind of
cod or hufk like that of a French bean,
but above a foot in length, contain-
ing a black flat feed, like large lentils,
enveloped in a yellow farinaccous fub-
ftance. ~ This fruit frequently ferves
them inflead of every other fuftenance,
eipecially when they travel: it is ex-
tremely good, and nourifbing ; and
taftes much like the beft ginger-bread
cake,

Ax

Lusl = i) -
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1750.
Feb.

At the eaft end of the village of Al-
breda, I faw a wild fig-tree of an ex- Ii’:;;“g’d‘
traordinary fhape and fize, It was nottre:
very high ; but its trunk was about
ten feet diameter, and cut with fo ma-
ny chamferings, that it feemed to be
compofed of feveral trees, whofe trunks
joined to each other, moft of them
{preading chiefly more towards the roots,
where they formed a kind of buttrefs,
This trunk was not above fifteen feet
high, but it was divided into feveral
large branches, well covered with leaves,
which made it very agreeable, as it af-
forded a moft refrething fhade. 'The What 2
inhabitants had pitched upon this fpak “““ &
to build a caldé, that is, a public hall,

Thls confifted of a floor raifed two or
three feet above the earth, and compofed
ﬂf feveral forked fhoots planted near to
one another, over which crofs thoots were
laid. The whole was covered with hur-
dles put clofc together, and fome mats
: over
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7509, over them. 'This was the place where

their affemblies were held: here the la-
zy and the indolent met to fmoke and
converfe ; here the news-mongers fat
loitering ; in a word, here they tranfact-
ed all the affairs and concerns of the
village. 11
It is not at all furprizing that in a
moift country there thould be plenty of
frogs : but furely I had great reafon to
be furprifed, not having met as yet with
any in all my excurfions. From Po-
dor to Gambia, which, including the
Mle of Senegal, and that of Goree, with
Portudal and feveral other places where
I had been, contains a {pace of a
hundred and fifty leagues, and a couns
try that I was well acquainted with, T
had as yet feen none but toads. It
was in a well, which had been dug
at the weft end of the village of Albreda;
that I difcovered the firft frogs: and thefe °
could not get away from thence, the 3§
borders
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borders being raifed fix feet, and cut 1750,
vertically. I ‘faw none except in ik
this well, which contained fuch a pro-
digious multitude .of them, that, when
they rofe above the water, they abfo-
lutely hid the. whole {urface of it,
covering one another over again, near-

ly in the fame manner as tiles are laid

on the tops of houfes, Their bo-

ies were {maller, but more compat
than thofe of our European frogs ; their
colour was green, agreeably variega-

ted with “black fpots; fo that I look-

ed upon them as a very particular

{pecies.

" "Botany, and every other branch of
natural  hiftory; had greatly improved
under my care in this fruitful country
and I fhould have confiderably added to
my ftore of obfervations, if I had been per-
mitted to continue there for any time : but
the circumftances, and difficulties attend-
i_ng a new fettlement, prevented my tar-

rying
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1750. rying any longer. I therefore fet ouf
_Mah on the 12th of March upon my returm

t2th of : ' '
v o toGoree, along with the directorsof that,

He returns ifland, and of Senegal, who had taken
from Gam- S
bia tothe care that I fhould want for nothing
.lﬂ: Qt GU' - 1-

rec. while I was at Gambia.

Prodigious  Qur paflage was tedious, fothat we had
full leifure to take a very near view
of two whales, which we had feen al-
ready in our firft voyage. They fol-
lowed usa great deal longer in this, and
we had the pleafure of feeing the fports
and majeftic movements of thofe mon-
ftrous animals, which amufed sus with
their company, only when they did not
come too near our veflel. I reckoned their
length to have been about a hundred
and fifty-five or fixty feet: the part of
their back which they held always a-
bove water, was twelve feet long, and
from four to five broad, without reck-
oning the head, which it raifed fome-

times for refpiration, but made no more
noife



TOSENEG AL &e. 178
noife than a horfe, that puffs and blows 1750.
when he is drinking. They did T Skt
throw water out of their noftrils, af-
ter the manner of all blowing whales,
iwhich are alfo very common in the
tropic feas: in fhort, If{aw no appear-
ance of fins on their back., No donbt
but a vertebre of fourteen inches diame-
ter and eight high, which I had occa-
fion to fee afterwards on the fea fhore,
with fome ribs upwards of ten fect in
téngth, muft have formerly belonged to
this fpecies of whale. Some perhaps
will be furprized that I thould take no-
tice of thefe animals, when I have nothing
more partieular to fay about them: yet
as they are to be found in I:ltltt‘d"s
where the negroes are neither defirous
nor accuftomed to fifh for them; and
as there is no probability that there ever »
will be any feen nearer, or more con-
veniently than thefe were beheld by
me ; I thought it my duty to communi-
tate the prefent remarks, in order to thew

how



176 A VOYAGE |
1750. how large the whales of the torrid zong |

s are, fuppofing them to be a diftinct fort
from thofe of the northern climates.
f:i::f;m- By day we were diverted with the

minous.  whales, and by night with the luftre
of the fea. As foon as the fun' dipped
beneath the horizon, and night overfpread
the earth with darknefs, the fea lent us
its friendly light. 'While the prow of our
veflel ploughed the foaming furges, it
feemed to fet them all on fire: thus we
failed in a luminous inclofure, which fur-
rounded us like a large circle of rays,
from whence darted in the wake of the
fhip a long ftream of light, which fol-
lowed us to the ifle of Goree, where
we landed the twenty-third of the fame

month,

Theasa  Inftead of returning diretly to the

he arrives jfland of Senegal, I refolved to ftay at

iG“““d"f Goree, in order to complete the obfer-
@Lrce. - p
vations on plants, and particularly on

{hells
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. fhells and other fea bodies, which had 1750,

. elcaped me in. my two former voyages. :
. P y "Vlarf:

It was then the fith feafon, at leaft, o
fith of a moderate fize. The fea feem-
_ed to be full of the latter: when they
. bappened to be purfued by the large
~ones, you might fee them in fholes ap-
. proaching towards land; and oftentimes

= —

1

they ran afhore. Some of thofe fholes $tokes of

. were fifty fathoms fquare, and the fith-
‘es crowded together in fuch a manner,
.as to roll wpon. one another, without
being able to fwim. As foon as the
negroes perceive them coming towards
Jand, they jump into the water, with
a baftket in .one hand to catch the
fith, and {wim with the other. It is
curious to bghold them in this uneafy
attitude, penetrating through the ﬁnni.f
fwarm ; they need only to plunge and
to lift vp their bafkets, and they are
fure to return loaded wich ffh,

N )
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e e L prefent at a very extraordinary

f;,;’_“gﬁf' capture of fith made the fame month,
ing. on the coaft of Ben, within a league of
the ifland of Goree, by the company be-
'10nging to one of the French Eaft-India
thips, which had anchored in the road.
They had only a net of about fixty
fathoms, which they threw at a venture
into the fea ; for they were not fo lucky
as to efpy any of thofe tholes of fifh-
es: yet they had fach furprifing fuc-
cefs, that the fhore was covered, the
whole length of the net, with the fith
they caught, though the net was in
bad condition. T reckoned part of them,
and judged, that they might in all be
upwards of fix thoufand, the leaft of |
them a$ large as a fine carp. There
you might fee pilchards, rock-fith, mul-
lets or gull-fith of different forts ; moles
bats, with other fithes very little known,
The negroes of the neighbouring  vil-
lage took each their load, and the thip’s

crew filled their boat till it was rea- '
dy

s
oo
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dy to fink, leaving the reft on the fea- 1750.
fhore. In any other country, fuch a . Marh,
capture of fith would, without all dﬂubt
pafs for a miracle,

I have already obferved that, in the A ey
ifland of Goree, there is a low land e
called Savana. There I lodged in a .t,f; T;]T,
hut of ftraw, built in the negroe man-
ner : it was new when I went into it;
but in lefs than a month you might
fee through it. 1 inquired into the
caufe of this, which I found to be as
follows., The earth hereabouts was all
filled with a fpecies of white ant, called
Dag-vague, different from that which I
have elfewhere defcribed. This, here,
intead of raifing pyramids, continues
buried under ground, and never makes
itfelf known but by fmall cylindrical
galleries, of the thicknefs of a goofe quill,
which it ere€s againft the feveral bo-
dies it defigns to atta-ck. Thefe galle-
vies are formed of earth with nfinite
gelicacy of workmanthip. The wvag-

N ¢ Vagues
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A= NeORms 1.

1750. vagues make “ufe of them, as of co-

IMarch.

—— e ——

vert-ways, to work without being feen: |
and whatever they faften themfelves
to, whether it be leather, cloth, lin-
nen, books or wood, it is furely gnaw- |
ed and confumed. I f{hould have |
thought myfelf pretty well off, had
they only attacked the reeds of my
hut ; but they pierced through a trunk
which ftood on treftles a foot above
the ground, and gnawed moft of my |
books. Even my bed was not {par.
ed, and tho I took care every even-
ing to beat down the galleries, yet
they were frequently ereéted again, in
the middle of the night, up to my
bolfter ; and the wag-vagues got into
the bed, where, after cutting the linnen
and mattrefs, they came to my fleth
and bit me moft cruelly. I fhall be
excufed from mentioning the {well-
ings and acute pains which followed.
Their fize is hardly bigger than that
of our large Europcan ants ; yet they

are
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are of fuch a conftitution, that neither 17 0.

foft nor falt water, nor vinegar, nor
any other ftrong liquors, with which
I often covered the floor of my cham-
ber, were able to deftroy them; {o that
every method I took to extirpate the
breed proved ineffe@nal. The infnite
havock which thefe infcéts make, has fet
people upon thinking of diffcrent con-
trivances to exterminate them. Among
others, arfenic has been propofed as an
infallible remedy; but it would not
be prudent to advife and much lefs
to practife it. If fire was not apt
to caufe greater mifchief than that a-
rifing from the wvog-vagues, it would
be a cheaper and more effectual reme-
dy; for we feldom fee thofe infe&s, in
places that have undergone this opera-
tion.

iviarch.

mr—

Tho I {uftered greatly from the Obfervas-!
ons on the

boftilities of the  wag-vagues, yet I iighe of the
muft confefs, they contributed to a con- **

N 3 {iderable
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17 s0. fiderable number of obfervations; and were :
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A VOYAGE

the caufe of a frequent repetition of expe-'
riments, which perhaps I fhould otherwife
have performed but very feldlom. My
room was full of pails of fea water,’
where 1 conftantly kept live fith, which'
in the night time emitted a light, not"
unlike that of phofphorus, The mugs full
of fhells, and even the fifh that lay dead{
on the table, gave the fame light. All !
thefe illuminations put together, and re-!
fleted upon different parts of the room,
made it appear as if it was on fire; and
1 muft own, that I was of that opinion the
firft time I faw this firange phmnomc-f
non: for it made the impreffion on me,
which it is natural for every man wF
feel in the like cafe. The wﬂg-wagﬂf:!_ |
by awaking me fuddenly out of my
fleep, renewed my fright, much oftener.
than I could have withed in the be-
ginning : but my apprehenfion gradual-"
ly ceafed, by feeing the thing often mJ
peated; till I at length recelved a plﬂa- .,

fure j
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fure from this extraordinary fight, What 1750.
was moft engaging, each ﬁ"‘l thewed -
itlelf plainly to the eye, by the light Luminow
emitted from its body; and the fame
effect was produced by the fhells and
other fea bodies which I had with me;
even the pails themfelves looked like
a burning furface. 'This was not all:
every day the fight was new, becaufe
I had new fithes and new fhells to
obferve : now it was a pilchard, now a
molebat : one time a purple fith, an-
other time a periwinkle: one time a
polypus, a crab, or a ftar-fifh, that thew.
ed its luminous rays in the dark :
in f{hort, I perfettly diftinguithed the
fhape of all thofe different fithes, by
rays of light, which darted from every
part of their bodies; and, as I could
_Place them in a thﬂdf’ll‘ld diffzrent po-
fitions, I had it in my power, to give
an infinite variety to this beautiful il-

lumination,

N 4 When
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PR When the wvag-vagues obliged me to,
quit this glittering manfion, and to look
for relief abroad, the angry ocean prr;f
fented me with the fame phznomenon
in great. The foaming billows fce'm“cdf
to mctammphnﬁ: themfelves into moun-
tains of fire, and exhibited to my vif:tﬁ
“a moft amazing fpectacle, more capa-
ble of cxciting admiration -than fear, even
in the mmds of perfons expofed to their

fur_y 1

Extraoidi-  No LWi{hﬂﬂﬂdiﬂg the fea about tl’é

!':jE.am' iflard of Goree was moft wmlent]y
agitated at’ this time, in confequence
of the vernal equinox, yet I croffed it
very often in a finall boat, in gmn%'
over to the continent.  QOne day
was bound for Cape Bernard, 1 ha&.
like to have loft my life, This ca pe
1s not above the third part of aleague fron}
Goree; and this was the firft time I
;hc}ught of landing there. At a dif=

tance
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tance it feemed to me, as if it form- 1750,
ed a creek, fomewhat like a {mall arch:
‘hayen; and I made no doubt, but I
fhould be able to get on fhore with
all eafe: but the nearer 1 drew, the
more difficult I found it for the furf
ran fo high, that I could fee no fafe
place to land. During this uncer-
tainty, the waves were driving us
towards fhore ; when all of a fud-
den I faw myfelf invironed by a huge
furge, which threw the boat upon a
rock where it overfet! Luckily I did
not lofe my prefence of mind, notwith-
flanding this difafter; and, as the boat
overfet, it ftuck to the rock, where
it was fupported like an arch, under
which my two negroes made their ef-
cape. I did not wait for another wave
to come and fet it right again, and
perhaps to overwhelm me, which would
have inevitably happened : but I made
ufe of my legs, to get to the further
end of the beach, where I walked

o
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in the fun to dry myfelf, and that was
— . all the harm I fuffered, ‘

Hitherto no difficulty had been able

to flop me in my carrier; yet this

accident, together with the fea-fick-
nefs with which I was always afflicted,

occafioned me to make very {ferious

reflections, on the rilks I underwent,

in crofling every day from Goree to

the continent, on board fo {mall a

veflel. M. de Saint Jean, direCtor of

the ifland, having the greateft regard

for me, and even more than I had for
myfclf, was defirous to prevent the

¢rouble and danger to ‘which I expofed
myfelf daily: for which reafon he propofed
to the mafler of Ben, a {mall village on
the continent, within a league  north of
Goree, to entertain me at his houfe,
and to procure me all neceflary fafe-
guards in walking over his lands, or
in any other excurfion I fhould chufe to

make,

)

L" el Sy L B o L
fic

o e e
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make. This negro lord, having a very
high affetion for the French nation, was
overjoyed at the opportanity of enter-
taining a native of that country for fome
‘months, The 24th of April, upon ar-
riving at the village, I founda very con-
venient hut, which he had lately built
for his own ufe. It was furrounded
by feveral courts and gardens, where
he had likewife got a fmall but light
clofet for me, in fuch a fituation as
I had defired on account of my ob-
fervations. Nothing could be more con-
ducive to my purpofe, than the advan-
tageous fituation of the village. On
the one fide, the fea furnithed me with
every thing I could wifh in regard to
fithes and fhells; and on the other I
had plains, a confiderable foreft, and, two
 leagues further, the mountains of Cape
Verd. Here I had an ample field for
my curiofity, as well concerning plants, as
every fpecics of animals,

187

17 50O,
Apnl.

24 April.
The au-
thor goes
and refides
in the vil-
lage of Ben
among the
ﬂﬂgl‘ﬂﬁﬁ«
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1750, |
. T quite a fandy country like
the ncighbourhcod of Senegal; bat it
forms a more rifing ground. Befides the
fame plants, 1t produces a great number of
others particular to itfelf ; and a vaft ma-
Menfircus Ny acacie and calabafth trees.  Going

calabafh

wees.  irom Ben to Cape Verd, I met upon the

road, about half way, with two of the
latter ftill larger than thofe I had ad-
mired in the neighbourhood of the if-
land of Senegal. I meafured their trunks
with a packthread, and found the one
to be feventy-four feet, and the other
{eventv-feven in circumferrence, that is,
upwards of five and twenty feet dia-
meter. Thefe were the thickelt T ever
faw of the kind: and as Africa may
boaft of producing the largeft of ani-
mals, viz. the oftrich and the elephant;
{o it may be faid, not to degenerate with
regard to vegetables, fince it gives birth
to calabath trees, which rare immenily

larger thanany other tree now exifting, at
! leaft
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leaft that we know of; and probably 1750.
the largeft on the terreftrial globe. o

A pr il

I faw on ‘the branches of thofe treesNefsofan
fome birds nefts, fo vaftly capacious asmuy fae,
to furprize me as much as the trees
themfelves ! They were at leaft three feet
long, and refembled oval bafkets, open
below, and confufedly interwoven with
very large twigs. I had not the plea-
fure of feeing the birds that built them ;
but the .Pf.‘Dp]ﬂ of the village affured me,
they had pretty much the figure of
that kind of cagle which they call ntann.

To judge of the fize of thofe birds by
their nefts, they cannot be much inferi-
or to an oltrich,

The double mountain of Cape Verd Countryin

. the neigh-

was the only land-mark I had, to ﬁEﬁI‘l:FIgllmd
HPE

my courfe thro’ this vaft plain; for the ved.
fands were tofled fo impetuoufly from one
place to another by the winds, that it was

; im-



1'90

P

ril.

A ¥V O¥F AE E

1750. impofiible to diftinguifh any path or trace

whatever: and even the eminences, which
I met now and then, ferved only to be-
wilder me and my negroes, by being fo
uniform.. The only verdure they had up-
on them, was fome fhrubs known in India
by the name of bois de renette *. Somes
times I walked through fpacious fields,
naturally fown with a kind of herb bafil,
peculiar to the country. But what feem-
ed worthy of obfervation to me, was,
wherever it grew, it was very thick ; and
that very rarely any other plants what-

ever could be feen there, not even on thofe

{pots that were thinneft fown; as if the
proximity thereof was hurtful to them.
This herb bafil is ligneous and lively : it
forms a fhrub two feet high, whofe ftem
and leaves are of a reddith green, and dif-
fufe a citron fragancy, extremely pleafing
The fands, tho' toft to and fro every
nftant, produced a great many other

* Dodonza. Linn. bert. Cliff. 148. Staphylo-
dendrum foliis lauri anguftis.  Plum. cat. pag. 18.

plants,

i g Y
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rp]unts, and clpecially dog-grafs, with 17 50.
which nearly their whole furface was i
- covered.

My moft ufual walk was in the foreft LEEE;EF
of Krampfane, which I likewife called the trees.
foreft of palmetto trees, becaufe indeed,
there is hardly any other to be feen in that
neighbourhood. It begins within half a
Jeague of the villageof Ben, and extends
two leagues north-caft, making a femi-
circle, and pafling within' a quarter of a
league of a ruinous village, called Mabao,
fituate on the{ca-thore within a league and
a half of Ben. Its breadth is, throughout,
nearly a quarter of a league, The foil is
low, and in fome places hollow like a
canal, and feems to have been, hereto-
fore, either a bafon overflown by the
occan, or at leaft a falt-pan, which,
in drying up, retained a black {limy
fand, from whence the rain waters im-
bibe a faline tafte, that prevents their
being drinkable. I would even venture

to
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A VOYAGE
to affirm that this canal was formerly 4
branch of the marigot of Kann, whofe
communication has, without all manner of
doubt, been interrupted by a fand-bank,
which the winds have thrown up near its
mouth,

From the fide towards Ben, as far as
two thirds of its extent in length, this
foreft confifts intirely of date trees, at the

entrance of which there are {mall groves

of oily palms: in the other part you fee on-
ly the latter fort. The date tree of this
country is wild, and grows without any
culture. 'The Serera negroes of the king-
dom of Kaior, which includes Cape Verd,
call it Kronkomm ; and the natives of the
country of Oualo, towards the ifland of
Senegal, give it the name of Sor-for. It
{eldom rifes higher than fiom twenty to
thirty feet: its trunk is round and up-
right, of a dun colour, and fix inches
at the molt in diameter. From the top
of it there iffues forth a clufter of leaves

from
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from eight to nine feet in length, which 17¢0.
extend all round like a parafol, and bend S
a little towards the earth. The bottom
part produces an infinite number of
ftalks like that of the middle; but they
feldom fhoot {o high as four or five feet.
Thefe ftalks fpread the tree very confi-
dcrably, fo that, wherever it naturally
grows in forefts, you find it difficult
to open a paffage through its prickly
léaves. The fruit thereof is fhorter than
that of the other fort of date tree; but
the pulp is much thicker. It bhas a
fugary and agreeable tafte, infinitely
fuperior to the very beft dates of the
Levant ; perhaps becaufe it ripens better
on the tree,

The oily palm * is of all others
that which f{hoots to the greateft
height. Here are fome from fixty to
eighty feet in the ftalk , without

* Palma altifima, non fpinofa, frutu pruni-

. L] 'S .ll_ LR

formi minore, racemofo, {parfo. Skan “fam. voi. 1.
tab. 215.

O any
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1550, any branches. The trunk 1s outwardly
A black, equally large through the whole
length of it, and from one to two feet in
diameter. TIts head is loaded with leaves
pretty much like the date tree. It bears a
round fruit the fize of a fmall nut, and
covered with a yellow pulp of which they

“make the palm oil. The negroes call it
tir.

pudmwine. 1t 15 from thefe two trees they extrack
the palm wine, which is exac@ly the co-
lour of whey. There are feveral me-
thods of extrading it: the firft practifed
by the negroes, and which I have of-
ten followed, after their example, in re-
gard to the date tree of the foreft of
Firftme- Krampfane, is this : They cut a ftalk a
;?:ﬁi{f;ﬁ?few inches under the crown, and leave
only fome leaves ftanding : then they lay
the leaves above the incifion, and faften
them with a peg to the tree. The
extremity of thofe leaves is folded af-
terwards into a calabafh, or into a fmalk

earthen



TO SENEGAL, & 195, -
earthen pot, narrow-mouthed, and fu- 1750,
fpended fo as not to quit the leaves, gt
ar to fall. By this method the fap
which ifflues from the ftalk, diftills a-
long the leaves, and is colletted together
in the earthen pot,

. The fecond method of extracting the e
palm wine confifts in making a round

hole under the head of the tree, inftead of
cutting it; and in introducing into this hole

a few folded leaves, which ferve as a gut-

ter or paflage to convey thie liquor into the

pot or veflel faftened to it,

Thefe two methods are eafy to practife
in regard to the date tree, as they only
male an incifion in the ftalk, which is not
above five feet high. But when they are
obliged to extract the wine from a very
tall tree, as from the oily palm, there is
a great deal more difliculty in the ope-
ration. The negroes have an admirable
way of doing it. They take a girth

B Rk of
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climb the
the trees,

AVOYAGE

of thebark of baubinia, or of the leaves
of a palmetto tree, dried in the fun, beat-’
en and twifted, the breadth of thrice the
thicknefs of one’s finger. At one end
they ‘make an oilet-hole, into which
they put a little ftick faftened acrofs
the other end, to {erve asa button. This
girth muft be neither too pliant nor too
{tiff, but fhould have a fufficient elafticity
to hinder it from giving way too much.
It makes a fort of circle of two feet
and a half diameter; and, when ftretch-
ed by the man’s body and the tree,
it becomes an oval, leaving the diftance
of a foot and a half between both. With
this girth, they tie themfelves as it were
to the oily palm, and climb up at firft
with their feet,”then working with their
hands and knees, till the part of the girth,
faftened to the tree, becomés lower than
that which fupports their reins and thighs,
and ferves them as a feat to reft updn:
then they .draw near the tree, in order
to raife the oppofite end, which is foon

‘ after
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after brought down below the part that 1750,

{uftains their reins, which have been
raifed by working with the feet and
knees. The girth cannot flip, becaufe it
is always very tight between the man and
the trunk, and the latter is moreover very
rough. In this manner they foon get to
the top:. there they fit on their girth, and,
enjoying the liberty of their arms, they firft
cut the bottom of thofe fruits which they
think are ripe; then faftening them to cala-
bathes, they fill thefe with wine, and let
them down by a cord : for they never for-
get, in going up, to carry with them a ban-
doleer, containing every thing requifite for
this kind of work ; {fuch as a cord, a knife,
and _ﬂrﬁpty calabathes, to fupply the place
of thofe, which they have filled with li-
quor. When they want to come down,
they go a contrary way to work, to
what they did in° climbing up; that is,
they lower the girth from time to time
inftead of raifing it, Their quicknefs and
refolution, in this toilfome tafk, fhew
plainly how fupple and dextrous they

O 3 mult

,F'LPL il.

il
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muft be: for it is never mentioned that
any accident has happened them; and they
have nothing to fear but the breaking of
the girth.

This kind of vintage muft coft the
negroes very little trouble, fince their
wine is {o cheap, that you have above
forty pints upon the fpot for ten fous,
arid very often for half that price. Itis
not all made at the fame time, according
to the cuftom of making wine of the
juice of the grape in temperate countries,
The trees furnifh daily but a {mall quan-
tity of this liquor; and they are obliged
to confume it direétly, becaufe it foon
grows four. The negroes do not drink
it till twenty four hours after it is drawn,
that is, till it has fermented enough to
ftimulate the palate agreeably. It is drink-
able till the third day, butthen it grows
heady, and there is danger in being in-
toxicated with it.  After that time it turns

into bad vinegar, which foon contracls
an



TOSENEGAL, G 199

an abominable fmell. For my part, and 1750,

it will be ever the fame with fuch as _‘p‘;f_
defire rather delicacy than flrength in
wine, I always obferved that it is de-
licious when new ; and the newer the
better ; I have drunk, of it a hundred
times out of the calabathes faftened to
- the trees, and I never found it better
than immediately after it is firft extracted :
then it has everv good quality ; which
cannot be expeted twelve hours after.
It has as fweet a talle as is requifite,
heightened oftentimes with a light tart-
nefs, extremely grateful to the palate,
In fhort, the only fault we can re-
proach this liquor with, is that 1t will
not keep for exportation to our part of
the world, where it would be much more
eftecemed, than in its native foil. I
muft own notwithftanding that, as pleaf-
ing as this wine may be, yet it has not
the good qualities of the juice of the
grape. In what condition foever it may
‘be when you drink it, fwect or {our,
' O 4 there



200 AVOYAGE
lg ?f there is always a corrofive quality in it;
— 2" at leaft 1 have reafon to pafs this Judg-,
ment upon it, after having made it my
only drink during the fifteen days that
I flaid at Ben. For, fo long as it con-
tinues fweet, it is not dangerous, what-
ever quantity you drink of it: and per-
haps I was more affected with its cor-
rofive quality, becaufe I had not br:en
ufed to any fort of wine. |

Plsof  Among the  prodigious multitude of
;?iirﬂmp- palmettos with which the foreft of
Krampfane abounded, I faw a great
many fcarce trees and plants.  ‘Fhere
were two {pecies of fczéfmaemam‘am;
which I diftinguithed by the beauty
of their foliage of a lively bright green':
there was likewife a new fpecies of big-
nonia, remarkable for the bulk of its
flowers, and the fingularity of its fruit,
which hung like large cucumbers at the
end of its branches. Near the village
of Mbao, 1 found the pepper plant of
B /ihio,
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JEthiopia, that aromatic tree, which the 1750,
French who are fettled at Senegal, dif-_ Al
tinguith by the name of maniguette. To-
wards the extremity of the foreft, I faw
feveral fpecies of anona’s or corgfoliery,

the largeft of which were in the woods,

the middling ones on the hills, and the
fmalleft in the plains expofed to the
{un, moft of them loaded with excel-
lent fruit. Following the fea coaft from
Mbao as far as Rufifk, which is a con-
fiderable village two leagues and a half
fmm thence, Iwa!ked on fands all co-
verad with fophora *, and with the
Guinea alae -, of which the negroes

in that neighbourhood make very good
popes, not - fo apt to rot in the water.

* Sophora tomgntofa, foliis {ubrotundis, Liun.
FL Zeyl. 163,

+ Aloe Guineenfis, radice geniculatd, foliis ¢
" viridi & atro undulatim variegatis,  Coman. hort.

,%;?0 Vel. ii. pag. 39. tab. 20

From
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1750. From the ifle of Goree to Rufifk they

82" reckon three leagues in a dire@ line.
This voyage I had made by fea: but it is
very difficult to land at the village,
efpecially when the fea runs high, be-
caufe the coaft is low, and full of fharp
rocks. When yon come to anchor op-
pofite the place, you have a moft agree-
able profpect: the fituation of is up-
on a hill planted with trees; the little
rivulet whofe brackith waters wind to
the right, and form a peninfula; the
foret with perpetual verdure, rifing be-
hind you in the form of an amphithea-
tre, conftitute all together a moft delight-
ful landfcape, hardly to be matched in
any other part of the world.

The negroes hereabouts feem to me
to be very induftrious: fome of them
were bufy in beating the leaves of the
Guinea aloe, to get out the hemp; o-
thers were twifting it, and making fifh-

ing
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ing lines and nets; others in fine were 1730,

employed in framing bows and arrows
for the chace. After vifiting all the
houfes in Rufifk, I was very much fur-
prized upon entering as it were into a
fecond village : this was a clafter of huts
not quite fo large as the others, covered
with fand, and like fo many maufoleums
or tombs ere&ed over the dead bodies,
that had been interred there, according to
the cuftom eftablithed amohg the feveral
clans of the Serera nation.

2D3

May.

I had never as yet met with any at- shofMay,

tack from the negroes till the 4th of

the author
1s attacked

May, when walking along the fea-ﬁdcgg;:;fﬁu

from Rufifk to Ben, which isabove three
leagues from thence, I was purfued by
a Serera negroe, who rufhing out of the
neighbouring woods, fhot his poifoned ar-
rows againft me and my negroe fervant. 1
was above two hundred paces before
him; befides I ‘was a very good walker,

and ufed to thofe fatiguing fands, into
which
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17 50 which a perfon often finks up to the calf
__ of his leg. Itherefore went on,but doubled
my pace, without putting myfelf out of
breath, or feeming to mind the menacing
figns, by which he hoped to intimidate
me and oblige me to ftop; for I had
another refource in my gun, fuppofe he.
bad come within reach. Doubtlefs this .
was ane of thofe Sercra favages, who are
united under the form of a petty republic
within ten leagues from thence ; and he
was come out of his own country in queft
of plunder. Nothing could have tempt-
ed him but my gun; and, had he been
more alert and crafty, he would not cer-
tainly hawe fpared my life to come at it,
'This manner of attacking is very com-
mon with a race of moors called Azounas,
who follow no other profeflion than that
of lying in ambufh behind a tree, either
with a gun or a bow, in order to fhoot
a perfon whom they want to rob of his
arms, The like accident had happened to
me in my fecond voyage to Podor : but the

Moor whom I efpied, looked feveral times
before



g Al SENEGAL, &e, 2058
before he would attack me ; and feemed 17 50.
greatly difconcerted, when he perceived May.

that I was upon my guard, and aimed
my piece at him,

Si—

As foon as I was out of danger from Shells on
: ¢ _ the coaft of
the Serera favage, I had all the pleafure in Mbao.
the world in walking along a very white
fhore, where the fea continually throws
up an infinite number of fhells. There
I beheld two fpecies of what we call the
concha Perfica *, which is the largeft
vpon the coaft: the fith it contains,
weighs fometimes five or fix pounds.
The negroes broil and preferve it for
times of famine, when they have re-
courfe to this meat, which is tough and
infipid, yet a great relief in cafe of
urgent want. There was alfo plenty of
cockles -, and fonnes T, and a vaft num-

* See the natural hiftory of umwalve fhells, {pecies
8. plat. 3. fig. 1 and 2.
+ See the natural hiftory of univalve fhells, _/}e-
cies 9. plat. 4. fig. 5. Faval.
1 Lbid. of conche operculate, [pecies 2. plat, 7. fig.
5. Tefan,
ber
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1750. ber of bivalvous {hells, particularly whag
_May. e call the concha mucronata *. L

- ;
Plants As often as T went to the foreft of
"Krampfane, I took different and round-
about ways. Sometimes I direGed my
fteps along the fca-fide, and found the
[fpartium +, and” the ketmia with leaves
like thofe of a linden tree, on the banks
of the marigot of Kann: I likewife met
with theximenia {, the rimbot, the fagara
and fome acacia’s or thorny plants upon
hills. Atother times I traverfed the fertile
fields, which were filled with a {fmall fpe-
eies of anonas, and feveral of thofe cizron
trees, called Zo// by the negroes, Their
fruit refembles very much that of the mazn-
guier of India, and has both the figureand
tafte of a citron. ‘There was no want of
* See the natural hiftory of bivalvous fhells, _,Jf!vm':;
6, plat, 18. fig. 2. Koman.
$ Spartium {candens, citri foliis, floribus albis,
ad nodos confertim nafcentibus.  Plum. cat. p. 19.
1 Ximenia aculeata, flove villefo, fruétu lutea. |

Plum. fpec. pag. 6.
game
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game in thofe parts: there was likewife 1750.
a great number of antilopes, and of a_l-
fmall fpecies of hinds *; hardly as big as
a hare. The latter ftarted as it were,
wherever I trod: one of my negroes
happened twice to dart his haffagaye at
them, and twice he hit his aim: he
aflured me that he never courfed this
animal any other way. The haflagaye is
a kind of fpear feven or eight feet long,
with a piece of iron at the end of it
like a pike. ‘This is the weapon which
the negroes moft commonly ufe; and they
dart it with their hand. My negroe threw
his with great force and dexterity; and I
learnta few leflons of him which gave me
great pleafure.

My time was divided among plants, a- shells at
nimals, and fhells; but the latter occupied E:il?ﬂe i
me as much as all the reft, T availed my-
felf of the opportunity of being ina coun-

try, where they ar¢ in great plenty, The

* Cervus juvencus, perpufillus Guineenfis. S:ba,
ol i. p. 70, tab 43. fig. 1, 2, and 3.
| rocks
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1750, rocks of Cape Bernard and Cape Manueigi

May.

oppofite the ifland of Goree, furnithed
me with avaft number of very beauti-
ful fhells, fuch as the purple fifh, the
largeft {pecies of ftar fith ; and feveral foft
fithes, as fea hares, cuttle fith, and po-
lypus. Among the fands of the creek of
Ben, I met with fome cockles and bolothu-
ria. Sometimes Ientzred the water up to
my knees, to extract the fhells hidden
under the fand, while the negroes went
further out to fith. They are accuf-

Cachive tomed to catch them in this fpot with

of fith with

thehata- the haffagaye, wading through the water

guaie.

up to the waift, and oftentimes deep-
er., When they perceive the tunny,
the capitaine, the fore mullet, or fome
fuch large fith, they dart their haflagaye
with a marvellous dexterity, and feldom
mifs their aim,  This bay fupplies them
likewife with a multitude of middling fith,
which they catch with nets. They fplit
them in two, and lay them before the
fun to dry, and then they fell them to the
Moors; thefe in exchange fupply them

with
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‘wuh millet, which is wanting in their 17¢0.
country. s
Thefe fithes procured me an obferva-
tion, which would not perhaps have of-
fered itfelf elfewhere. As the negroes
leave them to dry on the top of their
huts, the lions, tigers and wolves, which
inceflantly roam in the neighbourhood,
are frequently enticed, by the fight and
fmell thereof, 'into the village: and then
woe be to the children, or even to the men
that are found abroad. One night a lion .. |
and a wolf happened to enter; both toge- Wi“:ﬂq
ther into the yard bf*lonmnfr to the hutrgi:hrir
where I Jay : they raifed uhernatcly their
fore feet up to the roof, which I could
gafi’iy hear them do, and they car-
ried off their provifion. The next day
we were certain, by the impreflion of
their feet, which was ftrongly marked
in the fand, that they came together ;
.and we difcovered the place from w}mncq
ithey had taken the two fithes: and no
| i doult.
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1750. doubt but each of them fcized his prey,

May.

_This was very moderate for two fuch
voracious animals ; but indeed they had
not pitched upon the fmalleft. 1 know'
iot whether this remark was ever made
before, that the lion and the wolf
prowl together : yet it is not an
uncommon thing; there are daily in-
ftances of it in thofe parts ; almoft
every night the wolf is heard to howl,
clofe by the lion, The fame thing I
have obferved, myfelf, a hundred times,
in my excurfions up the Niger; and 1
am perfectly fure, that the wolf fre-
quently aflociates with the lion, with-
out having any arprchenfion of danger.
Not that the fize of the African wolfs
which is much fuperior to that of
the Eurcpean, makes any impreffion
on the lion; but the reafon is, he
is no way tempted by the wolf’s flefh.
.zfind what confirms me in this opi-
niony 1s, that I never obferved, that
the two lions which were brought uﬁy

in
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in the village of Senegal, ever attacked 1750,
the dogs that ‘were expofed to them, >
or that fell in their way, when they
‘were unchained ; whereas they darted
inftantly upon the firft horfe, or the firft
child they happened to meet,

i A few days after this vifit from the Boldnefs
fion and the wolf, we received another e
from a tigrefs, which came to the
Aame hut along with her young one,
.and likewife carried off two fithes
‘There need only thefe two inftanceg
to fhew how lazy and indifferent are Indolence
the negroes, In regard to the g
mage thefe apimals do them, and
the danger to which their own per-
fons are continually expofed. When
one alks them for what reafon they
do not either chace away thofe ani-
mals, or withdraw thewr fith at leaft
dn the night; they are fatisfied with
anfwering, that all the world muft
live, and that it would be a greater

2 fla~
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Afles be-
lenging to
the Moors.

AMVEOCYSAGE
flavery for them to lock wup their '-
fith every night than to catch them,
And indeed we muft own that the
fithery on this coaft is carried on
with amazing facility.

Their lands lie intirely uncultivated ;
cither, becaufe the fands are too un-
erateful, or becaufe, being accufiomed
to the fifhing trade, which cofts them
lefs trouble, they neglet all agricul-
ture, and rely on the Moors for
every fort of neceffaries. Thefec peo-
ple were here at that time, and had
brought their baggage and provifions
with them, not loaded upon oxen and
camels; as I had {een before to the
north of the Niger, but only on af-
fes, of which they bad great plenty,
With difficulty did 1 know this ani-
mal, he had fo fine a coat and looked
fo handfome in comparifon to thofe
of Europe ; which I believe neverthe-

lefs would make as good a figure, if
the
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-the drudgery they are put to, did not 1750.
greatly contribute to deform them, -2
The hair of the Moorith affes was of

a fine bright moufe colour, over which

the black leather thong which is laid
ialong their backs, and afierwards croffes

over their fhoulders, has a very good
effe@. Thefe animals are fomewhat
larger than ours, but they have like-
wife fomething in the make of . their
heads, that diftinguithes them from

a horfe, and efpecially frem' a Bar-
bary horfe, which s the natural
growth of the country, like themfelves,

but of a larger fize.

I had fome time before fpent a few Character
days among the negroes; but I neverg,i:‘"““
made fuch a long ftay with them as at
prefent by myfelf, and remote from any
communication with my own countrymens.

Then it was, that I had an opportu-
nity of being perfectly acquainted with
their chara&er, cuftoms, and manner of

s liv-
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1750. living : 1 was even prefent once at their |
o ceremony of marriage: but this would |
make me digrefs too far from my
fubje® ; I fhall only obferve that in

general they are very humane and

hofpitable,
1oth of The ninth of May, I returned
{13:‘:;1'5 “ from Ben to Goree, from whence I
fﬁ’f‘ﬁ‘j’ fet out the 10th of the enfuing

. month for the ifland of Senegal. 1
Delavedat afrived the 135th at the bar, - where
thebar. T was obliged to wait for wind four

whole days. The reader may.  judge,
what uneafinefs I muft have {uffered in
a fmall veffel, toffed to and fro by
the rolling billows. There I had lei-
fure to confider the furprizing efte&
of the waves off the bar, and to di-
rect my eye all round me, without
perceiving any thing elfe but dazzling
fands on one fide, and the liquid
main on the other, True it is, that
this famenefs of profpet was varied,

a



TOYSENEGAL, e 214
a little, by feeing the pirogues of the Ijz 48
negroe fithermen, who bravely ven- '
tured over the bar, to bring us pro-
vifions on board, Tho' the fea runs
very high upon the coaft, yet there
is a great deal of fith m the road.
Our {ailors catched abundance with Fithingot
their line, efpecially a fort of fea tru{h,gwm{'
which is very common in that fea-
‘This fith is very ready to bite; and,
as foon as 1t has laid hold of the
hook, it is pleafant to fece what jerks
and leaps it makes to get free ;
to -fuch a degree, that it inverts
its fltomach, which you fee iffuing out
of its mouth in the fhape of a carp’
bladder : thefe ftrugglings are alfo at-
tended with a hollow rumbling noife,
which has given it the name of
grondin, or grumbler, whercby it is
known on this coaft.

—_—

A wefterly wind refcued me from zothof

une, are

this wretched fituation, and carried me rives at the

ifland of

P 4 Qver Senegal,
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over the bar to the ifland of Sene:

_gal the 2oth of June, I ftood in

great need of repofe, after the fa-
tigues I had undergone in my voyage,
from which I fuffered much more, than
I fhould have done from a long fit of
ilinefs.  Every body knows, that the
fea ficknes is a kind of weaknefs
or faintnefs, which caufeth a naufeouf
nefs and vomiting, more or lefs, ac-
cording to the difference of conflitutions
cxpoled to that element. Some peo-
ple are never feized with it: others
feel the effets of it but the firft day
or two, and then it leaves behind it
a certain dizzinefs : others are pever {eized |
with this diforder, except when the
fea 15 very much agitated, and the mo-
tion of the fhip becomes extremely violent,
others, in fhort, and of this number
was I, are troubled with it the whole
time they are at fea, in fhort voyages
even of two hours, as well as in
long ones ; in calms as well as in

flormy
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ble conflitutions are attacked with 1t
all the fame: there are only fome
particular habits of body, thofe of chil-
dren, for example, and perfons weak-
ened by ficknefs, and a few others in
health, that are exempt from it. But
of the lutter, why fome fhould be
fubje¢t to, and others free from this
illnefs, is not yet known. The ge-
neral utility that would refult from
this knowledge, which, in fo learned
an age, might pafs for a real dif-
covery, deferves the attention of the
gentlemen of the faculty *, who have

‘occafion to perform a voyage by fea,

or an opportunity of making thefe
experiments,  If once the caufe of
this malady were known, fome

fafe

* To ferve the gentlemen of the faculty,
who may chance to fet about an inquiry in:o
the caufe of this difoider, I fhall infert here
a few more remarks which I have made on
this fubjéﬂ. I Thofe who were fick during

the

217
ftormy weather. Robuft and fee- 17 co.

June.

w—
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1750. fafe prefervative might be found out,

June,

which would render this element ac-
ceflible to perfons, who, with abi-
lities and the beft difpofition in the
world for fea voyages, are often dif-
couraged merely by this obftruc-
tion.

To

the whole voyage, the firft time they embark-
ed on board a middling fhip of 500 tuns, did
not feel a dizzinefls or head-ach, till after four
hours were expired ; the vomiting did not come on
till the feventh hour, and continued the whole
time of the voyage, which was two months,
2. When I did not ftay long enough at fea
to be troubled with a vomiting, it feized me an
hour or two after I went on fhore, whether
I had eaten or not at my landing. 3. It
very rarely happens that a fea ficknefs proj—-
duceth a fever ; it only diforders the ftomach,
without taking away the appetite. 4. I ob-
ferved that more women by far than men,
efcaped this illnefs; and more of thofe who
are fhort-figchted than otherwife. 5. Finally,
I took notice, that thofe who have been
moft affli¢ted with this complaint at fea, have
always much better health on fhore, than fuch
as feemed to be the moft vigorous and hearty

at fea.
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1750.

To fuch a degree had this complaint june.
{which does not however meet with The authos

relin-

its’ due degrec of pity) ruined and gy
difordered my  ftomach, that, upon s
my arrival at the ifland of Sene-
gal, 1 faw no other way to re-efta+
blith my health, than by fixing my
abode thzre, and renouncing all fea
voyages, with a firm refclution not
to go to fea again, till my return
to France. Befides, I had reafon to
be fatisfied with the voyages I had
already made, as they had turned out
fo greatly to the advancement of na-
tural hiftory, fo far as it regards the
fouthern parts of our fettlement: and
the neighbourhood of the ifland of
Sencgal, and the Niger, was likely to
furnith me with many obfervations in
phyfics and natural hiftory, which had
efcaped me before, I ftaid therefore
on this fpot fome years longer, dur-
ing which time, befides thefe remarks,
I had leifure to draw a few topogra-

phi-



5_1;,- 50- phical charts, by which I defigned
P to fteer my courfe in my little VoY
Pian of 2 a0es, In the fequel of this narra-

map of the

nerghbour- 1

pagwowr- tive, I fhall only take notice of the

negal-  moft remarkable occurrences in  thofe
excurfions in the neighbourhood of

the ifland of Senegal,

shofsep. 1 had been long defirous of mak-
ember, . . - .
he neach- 4D @ vifit to the village of Kionk,

.l..] I. - - = - 4 - E
o torm which is in the wood ifland, within

whemid-a league north of the ifland of Ses
i Incgnl; Thither at length I went the
fourth of September in a fhallop :

but I was not fortupate In my re-

turn, for, when -we were in the
middle of the river, a violent eaft-

wind arofe, which warned us to make

the beft of our way to land, in

order to avoid the impending ftorm.

And indeed, I had hardly crofled the point

of the Wood Ifland, when the tempelt

burft. As it was impoffible for me

to - reach the fhore, make what

hafte I would, and the danger was

im-=



TOASENEGAL, & 221
‘imminent, 1 immediately made for 17 30.
the fand bank, which joins this point 2™
to the ifland of Senegal. The ne-
groes belonging to a piregue, which
had been alfo catched in the ftorm,
leaped into the water up to their
wailt on this very fand bank, and
"and upheld it againft the violence
of the waves, which had overwhelmed
it in the beginning : their example was

followed by the fix negroes belonging
to my fhallop, and by ten other men
and women paffengers, who jump-
ed immediately into the water, and,
dividing themfelves all round the boat,
fupported it againft the raging ele-
ments, This was the fureft way to
hinder it from being overfet, o
thrown upon the bank, where it would
have been infallibly broke to picces : and
“we had reafon to be afraid of one or other
of thofe accidents, the bed of the Niger
being conliderably widened in this fpot
by the junétion of its two branches, which
form a kind of lake, of fo fpacious an

ex-
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extent, as to be open one very fide to rav-
ing tempefts. The prefent weather might
really deferve that name, the wind and
rain being attended with flathes of light-
ning and loud claps of thunder. Notwith-
ftanding that the negroes were fo eareful
as to uphold my boat, yet this did not
hinder it from making a foot and a half
of water, partly with what fell from the
heavens, and partly with the waves,
which fometimes inwrapped it in the
form of a fheet, in which I was alfo
inveloped. Befides, I was wafhed, and,
as it were, fcowered by the rain, which
the wind impelled againft me with the
vtmoft violence : and it came fo very
quick upon me, as almoft to take away
my breath, though I had fheltered myfeif
under one of the failor’s cloaks. Thus
the boifterous elements drove my ne=
groes and the boat with fuch force, that I
began to be afraid both for them and for
myfelf. Yet they did not let go their hold;

* their courage fupported them lupwards of

two hours, and preferved us from ruin.

This
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| 17 50.
This whirlwind began at three o'clock Septeinber.

in the afternoon, but did not afford very dan®-
miatter of obfervation, till towards S &3
the end: The wind ceafing about
five, gave us an opportunlty to fteer to
the north point of the ifland of Senegal.
This was the neareft land, and I was in
a hurry to reach it, in order to dry my-
felf as foon as poflible; for the boat was
ftill half full of water, notwithftanding
the pains the ten paffengers had taken
to empty it, as faft as the waves
.'bmke over it, which was almoft every
inftant. While we were advancing with
our oars, there appeared a phanomenon,
which I had never feen before fo near ;
and which I do not remember, that any
writer has ever mentioned it. This was a
kind of ball, like unto a column of
fmoke, that turned round upon itfelf:
it was from ten to twelye = feet
broad, and about two hundred and fifty
in height; its bafe ‘was upon the wa-
ter, and an eafterly wind was wafting it

{@-
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towards us. As foon as the negroes:
faw it, they rowed as hard as they:
could to avoid it, They were better ac-:
quainted than ‘I with the danger; 10
which we muft have been expofed,

had this whirlwind burft over wsj
its wufual effet being to ftifle thofe.
it invelopes, with heat, and  fome-
times to fet fome of their houfes oii.
fire ; and they knew feveral inftances of
people, who had loft their lives by
the like accident, They were fo for-
tunate, as to leave this dangerous plizno-
menon upwards of eighteen fathoms be-
hind the fhallop, and they congratulated
each other ¥pon having fo luckily efcap-

ed a torrent of fire, which by day-
light appeared only as a thick fmoke.

The heat thereof, tho’ at the diftance of
above a hundred feet, was very ftrong, fo s
to make my clothes {moke, tho’ it had not
time to dry them. The atmofphere had
then 2 g degrees of heat, and I believe that
the column of fmoke muft at leaft have had

fifty,
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fifty, to render the humidity fenfible to 1751.
us. It left behind it a very ftrong {mell, Maich.

g

more nitrous than fulphureous, which g
aonoyed us a long time, and the
firt impreflion was made by a light
ftimulation in the neftrils, This oc-
cafioned fome to fneeze, but in me
it produced a heavinefs and difficulty

of refpiration.

- In the month of March, in the 1741,
year 1751, I began to take the#m of
plan of the neighbourhood of the e g
ifland of Senegal. The eighth, T fet T?ﬂélm
out in my pirogue, with my two cu-""
balots, (the name ufually given to the

negroe fithermen) intending to make

a tour round the ifland of Sor by wa-

ter, as I was well acquainted with

the inland parts. I therefore went up

the Niger, keeping clofe alohg the
ifland, up to its northern point, in

order to enter the mariget of Kantai, , . i

which wafthes its eaftern thore, and to abyad

Q. trace
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trace its courfe. As foon as I entered
it, I thought myfelf rather in a fifh.
pond, than in a river from fifteen to
twenty fathoms broad ; {fo greatly did
it abound with fith. It was a pleas
fure to fail along a ftream as tranf
parent and fmooth as glafs, while
the banks were planted with very
high mangroves, which afforded a ver-
dant fhade above the fpace of a league.
The fith bounced and leaped on every

fide of us; but what was moft extraor-
dinary, wherever we pafled, fome of
them were continually leaping into the
boat. The largeft, as the beft jumpers,
paffed over wus; but almoft all the
middling ones fell in. As their mo-
tions in whirling about, did not feem
natural or voluntary, I examined into
them, in order to difcover their caufes
and I found, moft of them had re~
ceived the impreflion of teeth on fome’
parts of their bodies; from whence I
concluded, that they had been purfued by

the
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the larger - fith, that wanted to “prey 1735r.
upon them. For two hours that I kept gt
failing along this mariget, 1 reckoned
two hundred and thirty fithes called car-
pets ¥, which were catched in this manner
without any other artifice, This wasa mo-
derate fithing to mynegroes: as theywere
eubalots, that is, fithermen by trade, they
did not feeth to be much furprized at
it: nay, they told me, that, when they
fithed for the large fith with the line
ot rod, they let their pirogue go down
the current of thefe little rivers, and
frequently depended more on the finall
fith that were taken in this manner, than

‘en the chance of the large ones,

. .« Never had cormorants; duckers; and ;.4 cafled
| falcon-fithers; finer fport : and indeed al] B
'the mangroves were covered with them,

The falcon-fither, which the Jaloffs call
by the name of ngusarkol, and the French

Q_2 by

® A fort of fith like 2 carp, but fhorter
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1751. by that of manette, is a bird abnﬂﬁ,
- bignefs of a goofe, with brown
feathers, except the head, neck,
breaft, and tail, which are a beau-
tiful white. It has a firong hook-
ed bill like an eagle, with fharp
talons, incurvated in a femicircular
form, which it ufes moft dexter-
oufly in fithing. It generally perches
on trees near the water ; where as foon
as it fees a fith draw near the furface,
it darts upor, and feizes it with its
talons. I killed one of them, which
made my negroes look upon me with
a very bad eye, becaufe they fear and |
reverence this bird : they even carry |
their fuperftition fo far, as to place
it among the number of their mara~
bous, that is, of their priefts, whom
they look upon as perfons facred and di~
vine, Yet they were appeafed, when
they faw, I had got them a fith
of above four pounds, which this pre-
tended  marcbeu  had carried to the

bank
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bank of the river, in order to feaft 1751.
Upﬂ'ﬂ i April,

—

'There happened to me another adven- ..q of
ture, of much the fame nature, on the if]:{xﬁa
22d of April, at the village of Sor, Igamsy..
was f{itting on 2 mat in the middle of aﬁ?itm
court yard, with the governor of the
village, and his whole family; when

a viper of the mifchievous kind, after
winding round the company, was draw-

ing near to me. ‘This familiarity I did

not at all relith; and, to prevent any
accident, I thought proper to kill it
directly, with a ftick I had in my
hand. Inftantly, the whole company ftart-

ing up, made loud outcries, as if I

had committed murder; and they all

fiew away, fo that the place was foon de-
ferted. As the affair grew ferious, and

the report thereof was fpread over the
village, I laid hold of this opportunity,

now that T was by myfelf, to put the

viper into my handkerchief, and to hide

3 it
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it in my waiftcoat pocket. . This was the
I _beft method to make {ure of this animaly
which is fo difficult to be had in that coun-
try ; and at the fame time the way ta
calm their minds, by removing it out
of fight. 1 was not very fafe upon that
fpot ; and, perhaps, they would have
done me fome mifchief: but the mafter
of the villige, a man of good fenfey
in whofe houfe this whole affair had
pafled, foon refle¢ted that both his ho-
nour and interelt called upon him ta
quiet the tumult, and to filence the,
report. This he did effectually by means
of his authority as governor; though |
his prudent conduct, and his character
as marabou, were of no {mall affiftance,
to him. This {pecimen fhews how zeas,
louly the negroes are attached to, their,
religion, and to their fuperflitious obfer-,
vances, They do not look upon fer-
pents as deities, yet they refpect thf:n;
enough not to kill them : they let tham
grow and maltiply in their huts, though -

thefe
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thefe animals frequently eat their chick- 17s1.
ens, and dare to lie as it were with %"
themfelves. True it is, they feldom
Thart any body ; they muft be either at-
tacked, or wounded, or trod upon, be-
fore they will be provoked to bite.

7thof May,

The »th of May, T fell down the excufion
Niger, in order to wvilit the Marigot Gf:?q?;cﬂi‘?fm
Del, which is not very far from jts <"
mouth. Thewind was favourable; and my
negroes, to avoid the trouble of rowing,
put up their fail. A pirogue, only thirty
feet in length, conld not want a very large
fail ; and indeed they were not much
at a lofs to find one. A negroe ere®-
e¢da pble, of about ten feet, in the fore
part of the boat, and then fet another
fmall ftick acrofs the top of it, whereon
he hung his paan. Thefe paans are very
ufeful: their thape is fuch, that you may
accafionally make them ferve for a fail,

a {heet, a bed covering, a cloak, a petti-

| Q_,4 mﬂtt

. .
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1751. coat, or a fath. I cannot compare the
Y _figure of this fail to any thing better,
than to that of a banner or ftand- |

ard ; with the two lower ends faft-

ened to each fide of the piro-

gue, The negroe who was upon

the poop, fteered with his paddle;
while the aother managed the fail,

and turned it ta the wind. With

this feeble aid, I advanced near twog |
leagues in lefs than an hour’s time,

and arrived at the entrance of the ma. |

rigot of Del. Juft where it difcharges

ifelf into the Niger, it is ftopped up
Isentrance by a bar of fand ; where the river
L}f;ﬁ;ﬁ,,is fometimes {o rough, when a north
wind blows, as to hinder the large
prrogues from entering. My people con-
certed their matters fo well, that they

got over the difficulty, and, after condu@-

ing me through all the windings of

the marigof, they landed me at the
village of Del, which was built on

the extremity aof a bank of fhells,

that
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that extended near a league to the 1751,
northward, It appeared remarkable, —
that this bank was intirely bare to g2 °f
the furface, and that all the fhells
were of one fpecies of oyfters, which
had heretofore lived on the mangroves
‘of the neighbouring Marigefs, in the
- fame manner as I had obferved of
- thefe in the river Gambia.

—

The fea had brought into the Ni-
ger a  prodigious quantity of fea
~powmons and wvelettes, which upon my
return I had leifure to fee floating on

the water. The former of thofe fithes
- are known in this country by the
- name of Flemifh caps, and the latter by
that of galeres*. Nothing can bear SR
~nearer refemblance to a bladder filled with ind of
air, and painted a beautiful red, than
the body of the galere. You can hardly

dif-

* Urtica marina foluta purpurea, oblonga, cir-
rhis longiffimis, 8lan. Fam. Vol I. pag. 7. Tab. 4.
ng. s.
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diftinguifh any other part of it than a
fringe upon the back, and eight ﬁllets
under the belly, that defcend down.
wards, to ferve, as it were, for a ballaft to
the bladder, which floats above water, and
is toffed to and fro by the winds. This
animal, though unfhapen, and almoft
without any fenfible motion, is cauftic
to fuch a degree, that, when you touch
it, you immediately feel a pain as if
you were burnt. I took one into my
hand to make a trial, and held it
till I began to feel its effect : this
appeared externally by a little rednef,
followed by a pricking and an inflam-
mation, whu::h did not ceafe till four
hours af er., The pain was communi-
cated to all the tender parts of the
body, as to the face, and efpecially tq
the eye-brows, by a very flender contact’
of the hand inflamed.

The remarks I had made for fome years,

with great attention, and with particular
VIEWS,
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yiews, in regard to the heats of the coun-
try, appeared to me important enough to
be enlarged, in fuch a manner, as to render
them fufceptible of comparifon. I refolved
therefore to obferve, during the hotteft
days in the year, the degrees marked by M,
de Reaumur’s thermometer, when expofed
to the open air; and thofe which a fe-
cond inftrument of the like nature,
would mark, during the fame time,
in the fands expofed to the fun,
M. Andriof, who, befides, being ex-
tremely well fkilled in natural philofo-
phy, is a very accurate obferver, was
of great affiftance to me on this oc-
cafign : for he was fo goad, as to be at
equal trouble with me, whenever I
wanted a perfon to make experiments
jin one place, correfpondent to thofe
I was performing in another. Such
was the tribute we mutually paid to
the friendthip, which had fo clofely
~ united us ever fince our }'Dqth.

238
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I pitched upon the ath of July, to
make one of thofe important obferva-

“tions on the ifland of Senegal. The

{fun was then diftant from our zenith,
no more than feven degrees north, fo
that it might be looked upon as ver-
tical towards noon-day, The Savanna
which extends welt of the fort St.
Lewis, like a great plain, level with
the neighbouring fea, and expofed to the
winds on all fides, efpecially to the
weft, which blew that day, afforded
me the beft place I could defire for my
purpofe, becaufe it has no fhelter, A
little fand-hill about four feet high, that
ftood very conveniently in the middle of
the plain, was the {pot on which
I fet an exat thermometer before
the fun, fixing the ball in the
fand, I placed it towards ten o’clock
m the morning, and there it ftaid till
three in the afternoon, During this
whole time, I obferved the degrees of

al-
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afcenfion in the liquor of the ther- 17:0.
mometer every five minutes, M. An- UV
driot kept an account thereof, under
a {mall thed of ftraw, whither I re-
tired from time to time, to fkreen
myfelf from the rays of the fun,
which made my head very dizzy.

He flaid to watch this inftrument,

and fo make his obfervations, while I
went to the fort, in order to confult
another thermometer, which T held
continually fufpended in the open air,

in the fhade, eighteen feet from the
ground, to avoid the reflection of heat.

This marked 30 degrees for the heat

of the open air, in the coldeft ex-
pofition of the ifland, while the other
marked the heat of the fand at 6o
degrees 5. I had put three eggs into the
ground, and covered them with fand, Ty
where I left them about three hours,tdgihm-
in order to know for certain what ef-

fect this heat would produce upon them :

I
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1751, 1 perceived they were not hard,

Eﬂt"”fﬁ; but the white ftuck a little round the

| fhell; and they were fit for eating,
accordingly we dined upon them, and
found them very good. There 1s reafon
to believe -that, if the tube of the
thermometer had been long enough: to
give more room for the liguor to
play, it would have afeended a great
deal higher than 6o degrees+, as I
perceived afterwards, upon repeating
thefe obfervations with other thermo-
meters graduated up to boiling water.
I fhall not defcant any further on thefe
experiments ; it will fuffice at prefent
to have only hinted at them, as I in-
tend to enter into a more minute de-
tail, in my treatife of obfervations on na-

tural hiftory.

sthofsep- 'The ninth of September, there arofe
im0 night a violent eaft wind, which

violent

form. brought on a very heavy rain, attended

with fuch quick flathes of lightning,
that they feemed to be one continued co-
ruf=
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rufcation, ' The thonder burft at the 1751,
fame time in two different places in the Septﬁmhf_f
ifland of Senegal ; one was the maft of et of
a veflel ; the other the hofpital; within
two hundred fathoms of one another
on the fame bank of the Niger. That
which fell on thé hofpital, did no
other harm than breaking two wea-
ther-cocks on the fame pavilion, knock-
ing a few tiles off the top of the
houfe, fplitting feveral of the rafters, and
burfling three ftones on the floor, where
it fpent itfelf on the lime, without
hurting any of the fick that were very
near.  There was fomething more
remarkable ~in  what happened to
the maft of the fhip, which was
about forty feet high, and done all
over with pitch and tar. The thunder
furrowed it two inches deep, but un«
equally, from one end to the other, with-
out touching the iron work, the tack-
ling, or any of the pitched cordage
with which it was furrcunded ; and it

fpent
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fpent itfelf on the quarter deck, which was
covered with a large tarpawling of thick
canvafs, alfo done over with pitch and tar,
It feems as if the rofin broke the violence
of the thunder, and diverted it another
way. It is well known, that the outfides
of thofe vefiels are well fecured with pitch
and tar, {o that their external furface may
be confidered as one continued lay of rofin.
A negroe, who had been entrufted with
the care of the fhip that night, having lain
himfelf down to fleep in the back cab-
bin, felt a fudden fhock, of which there
remained very ftrong impreffions the
next day, in every part of his body. I
leave it to philofophers, curious about
this fort of phznomena, to judge, whe-
ther there can be a greater analogy be- .
tween the ordinary effefts of ele&ri-
city, and thofe produced on this oc-
cafion by thunder. '

The waters of the Niger were fo

{welled with this ftorm of rain, and
rufhed
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ruthed on with fuch precipitation, that 1751.
they loofened, four or five leagues -7
from thence, a little flip of land
which fioated along with the flream,
The next morning it was feen, like
another Delos, following the current
of the Niger, and fleering its courfe
towards the {fea, Its. agreeable ver-
dure, and the beautiful difpofition of
the trees with which it was cover-
ed, gave it the air of an inchanted
ifland, and raifed a defire in. the
inhabitants of Senegal to get it into
their pofleflion. Immediately a boat
was fent, and overtook it; the fiil~
ors faftened feveral ropes to the trees,
and obliged it, in fpite of all the
refiftance it could make, to join the
fands of Senegal, The whole village
flocked to fee this curious fpectacle ;
never had they beheld fo delight-
ful an ifland : they all feemed ea-
ger to go upon it, but were afraid
of its. roots, which they took for

R fer-
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ferpents. I meafured it, and found
it but four fathoms diameter: it was
round, and bore only a fpinous fhrub
ten feet high, to which the negroes
give the name of billeur *. Its roots
were extremely clofe and inter-twifted
one within the other: they held but
very little clay together, which ' the
water could not wafth away. The
wood of this plant is a vaft deal
lighter than cork: the inhabitants of
the country make ufe of it in fithing,
when they want to {wim  over the

river, where it happens to be too
broad.

The negroes are all excellent fwim-
mers ; and nothing can be a ftrong-
er proof of this, than the intrepidity,
with which they expofe themfelves
on  the bar, The twenty-fifth of
the fame month, T was on the fea-

fhore, bufied in obferving the height

of

* A new fpecies of fefban.
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-ef the equino&tial tides, when a French
veflel arrived oppofite to the fort
of  Senegal. The fhip's boat advanc-
ed towards the bar ; and there
waited till {fome body from  fhore
came to fee what difpatches it
brought, The  negroe, 'who was
ufed to this bufinefs, jumped into the
water to fetch the letters, though
there was a greater {well than ufual,
becaufe the tides rofe to a higher
pitch. To behold the wviolent agi-
tation of the fea, the billows rifing
above ten feet; and then falling like
{fo many fheets of water, with -pro-
digious noife and weight, one would
never imagine that he could pof-
fibly furmount them: yet he pafied
them all, riding upon the backs
of fome, and plunging under others,
where he feemed to be "buried, till at
length e happily got on thore, with the
difpatches committed to his care. Nei-
‘ther is the fea the obje&t moft to be
R 2 dread-
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1751. dreaded during this paffage; there are

Spemde fach terrible requiens on the bar, that
they oftentimes devour the divers. No
doubt but it was owing to fome ac-
cident of this kind, that a negroe dif-
appeared this very month, and was never
more heard of.

Trembling The next day we catched a fith
in the river, that has very little re-
lation to any of the known inha-
bitants of ‘the liquid element, Its
body is round, without fcales, and
fmocth as an eel, but much thicker
in proportion to its length, The ne-
oroes call it omaniear, and the French
trembleur, or quaker, from the effe@ it
produces, which is not a numbnefs like
that arifing from the cramp-fith, but a
very painful trembling in the limbs of thofe
who touch it. 'This effe€t did not ap-
pear to differ fenfibly from the ele@ri-
cal motion of the Leyden expériment,
which T had felt feveral times: and'it

15
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1s communicated in the fame manner by 17503
fimple conta@, with a flick or iron rod September.
five or {ix feet long; fo as to make you
inftantly drop whatever you hold in your
hand. I have tried this experiment fe-

veral times, as well as that of eating
of this fith, which, though very well
tafted, is not equally proper for all con-
ftitations. '

The ifland of Senegal, as I have feveral
times obferved, is no more than a naked
fand-bank, which produces but a few
herbs, and thofe infufficient and impropes
to feed the company’s flocks. This has
obliged them to look out for a place,
where the cattle might find pafture,
and fecurity againft the depredations
of the Moors and the negroes. Thele
advantages are in fome meafure found
on a pretty large ifland, called Gri-
el, within two leagues north of Se-
negal. The conveniency of getiing to
this' place; by means of a fmall ri-
e ‘ R:q ver
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ver of the fame name, and the : agree.
__able defcription 1 had heard of it, in-
duced me to take a trip thither for a
few days. T fet out the 2d of O&ober,
by the fame canal, which is parallel to
the principal branch of the Niger, and
feparated all along fiom the fea, only by a
narrow neck of fand, about a hundred
fathoms at moft in breadith. It was
covered with pelicans or wide throats,
which moved with great flate, like fwans
qui the water. Without doubt, thefe
are the largeft birds in the country, next
to the oftrich, I killed one, whofe
wings, meafuring from one end to the
other, were ubavc ten feet wide, Its
bill was vpwards of a foot and a half.
long ; and the bag, faftened underneath,
l*eld pear two and twenty pints of
water.  This bag is not only for ;
ﬁﬂ}lhg, but is like a kind of caft- |
ing net, which nature hath given thofe
birds, to facilitate the means of pro-

viding  for  their wants, It could |
not
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not be given to any animal that knows how 1751,
to make better ufe of it, for they may be ekl
faid to fith in perfection. They generally Their :

inanner o
{wim in flocks in deep water, and form fihing.
at firft a large circle, but contract it
‘afterwards, by drawing near one an-
other gradually, in order to bring the fith
along with them, which the motion of

their feet has confined within that {pace :

——

and as foon as they fee a {ufficient num-
ber of them together, they plunge their
bill wide open into the water, and fhut
it again as quick as a fitherman cafts
and draws his net. In order to empty
their bag of the water with which it
is filled, they only'l{:an their bill on
one fide, and open it gently ; then the
water runs out, and leaves the fithes
dry, which they eat very quietly on

thore.

When we were within a quarter of Prope
a league of the ifland of Griel, we fiom the

wood of

thought we faw a beautiful avenue of Guicl.
| R 4 trees,
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1751. trees, which prefents itfelf fideways:
ﬂacbﬂ:_ their fymmetry would even make one
imagine, that they were planted on pur-
pofe to form a delightful vifta; yet .
they were only calabathes, fown by
the hands of nature, and eafily
known by their make and fize. Ex-
cept thefe trees, of which there is a
great number on this point, and a few
mangroves, there are hardly any others
on the ifland. The meadow is on this
fame fide, on a red fand hill, which
is fown here and there with a few
thrubs, and efpecially with tithymals,
whofe white flowers are agreeably in-
termixed with the lively colours of
the fuperb lly * by which they are
topped. The reft of the ifland is
a {mooth even plain, the greateft
part of which is laid under water du-
ring the rainy feafon: it is uncovered
in the winter by draining the waters
mnto a fmall rivalet, which feems to
form

* A new fpecies of methonica.
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form a little ifle in the larger ifland 1731
of Griel. This part balances the good T
qualities of the other; for it produces
only two forts of plants *, of which
the cattle do not feem to be very
fond.

After pafiing the rivulet that fe- viigeo
parates the little ifle from the larger P
ifland of Griel, I found towards the
north the village of Dounn on a reddith

fand, the ground fomewhat higher, and
furpriziagly fruitful, Proceeding flill fur-
ther north, I came to the village of
Nguiago, from whenee I perceived,
‘at the diftance of a league to the right, V6"
the willage of Torkrod, which is
feparated from thence all’ the way,
by a morafs. As this morafs is full
of water and reeds, it abounds with
aquatic birds, fuch as curlicus, wood-
cocks, teals, and wild ducks. The latter
are

* The marine crifta or falicornia, and Linnzus’s
eveffa. Spec. Llant. p. 223,
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171, are of a {mall fize, and a little diffe.

Ofisber: rene  from  our European wild duck%‘

N there is fuch plenty of them in this
neighbourhood, as to cover a very large
tract of ground : they fhew themfelves
by thoufands, and you kill them as it
were by thoufands. It is not uncom-

mon to fee thirty of them drop at
one fhot, and oftentimes twice the num-
ber, True it is, that thefe lucky fhots
are referved for the negroes : for be-
fides their being very good markfmen,
and their making ufe only of thofe
large fowling-pieces called buccaneers ;
and aiming at thofe birds only upon
level ground, and in large plains,
they have ftll another advantage over
Europeans : they can draw near the
game, by means of the colour of their
bodies, which being black from head
to foot, are confounded with the verdure
of the field; whereas the white face
of the Europeans, or the {malleft bit of a
{leeve or neckeloth, is perceived afar off

by
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by thofe birds, and the leaft noife in 1-5¢7.
the world frichtens them away, before _Dilf'_,,,
you come within reach of them.

The negroes of this neizhbourhood are Beds o
obliged to lie on very high beds, in L
order to be fheltered from the mufketoes,
of which there are great {warms, éfpe-
~cially in this month, Thefe beds are
from five to fix feet fquare, and confift
of a double texture of flicks laid very
clofe together, and fupported by four pofts,
which are raifed eight or nine feet
from the ground. They mount this
kind of platform by ftep ladders, fa-
ftened to two of the pofts perpendi-
cularly over one another. This fitua-p . .
tion is far from being convenient; for
it is very diflicult. to afcend thofe
ladders, moft of them being out
of order by' frequent mounting ; and
onc’s foot is apt to {lip towards that
fide which they incline to: vet the
negroes climb them with great eafe.

At
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At fun-fet, the muiketoes iffue forth in
fwarms, and then the negroes betake
themfelves to their platform. There they
fup and fmoke, and chat for a great part
of the night, after which they fleep till
day in the open air. ‘I had never ufed
the precaution to take a tent with me;
fo that I lay with them and in
their manner, that is, almoft naked, the
great heat not permitting me to wear
any fort of garment. The mufketoes
indeed were not fo troublefome here as
under cover ; flill they fucked a
good deal of blood, and every morn-
ing I had my face disfigured with pim-
ples. This, hgwever, did not hinder
me from pafling my nights very agrec-

ably.

Befides the amufement I received from
the fables dialogues, and witty ftories,
with which the negroes entertained each
other alternately, according to their

cuftom ; I. was ravithed with be-
hold-
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holding a fky, ever blueand ferene, and be- 17¢1.
fpangled with ftarsthat thone forthwith the 2" OBber.
brighteft luftre.  Raifed on this platform,
as on a fmall obfervatory, open on all fides,
I could eafily accompany thofe luminaries
with my eye, in their common revolution
from eaft to weft. Oftentimes, I did not
lofe fight of the upper edge of the difk of
the {un and of the larger ftars, till they
plunged under the horizen of the ocean:
and it was not uncommon for me, to
pay the fame attendance upon fome
ftars, much below the fecond magni-
tude ; though they could not be dif-
cerned after their rife, till towards
the third or fourth degree of their
afcenfion above the horizon, by rea-
fon of the vapours, which are more
frequent upon land.

The negroes likewife pointed to me The ne-
a confiderable number of the flars, fue fome
that form the chief conftellations, as & oo
Leo, Scorpio, Aquila, Pegafus, Ori-
; on,
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1751. on, Sirus, Procyon, Spica, Canopus,

_0%be befides moft of the planets, where-
with they were well acquainted. Nay,
they went fo far, as to diftinguifh
the {cintillation of the ftars, which,
at that time began to be vifible to the
eye. It is amazing, that fuch a rude
and illiterate people, fhould reafon fo
pertinently, in- regard to thofe hea-
venly bodies : for there is no man-
ner of doubt, but that, with proper in-
firuments and a good-will, they would
become excellent aftronomers ; by rea-
{on that they live in a climate that en
joys a clear fky, almoft the year
-round ; and, as they fpend their time
out of doors, they have all manner
of conveniencies for examining, every
moment, into what pafles in the ftar=
Iy regions.

The ne- A few days after my return to
groes huts .

are fre- the -ifland of Senegal, the north part
quently ;
burnt. ' ':'f

PRt o s
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of the village was ‘burnt down to
the ground. The reader may eafl
imagine what havock the flames, ef-
pecially, when fanned by a very firong
north-eat wind, muft have made a-
‘mong a parcel of ftraw huts, that ftood
extremely clofe to each other, and had
‘been dried by the heat of the fun. In
vain did the marabous climb on the top
of ' the cottages, and {pit into the
blaze ; in vain did they mumble over
their ' prayers, and a& a thoufand
ridiculous mummeries: not one of the
huts, over which they performed
thofe charms, efcaped : neither was
the fury of the flames affuaged, till the
mhabitants, finding the inutility of thofe
fuperftitious incantations, beftirred them-
felves with all their might, in throw-
ing water and fand to extinguith the fire,
The day following, they endeavoured
to repair their lofs: new cottages were
raifed on the fame fpot; and in a few

days
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days there were no veftiges remaining of
the damage done by this conflagration.
So common are thefe accidents in this
country, that I remember fome years,
wherein not a month;, nay fometimes pot
above a week or a fortnight elapfed,
without one hut or another taking fire
and fometimes it {fpreads with fuch fury,
that, in the fpace of five years, one half of
the village of Senegal, extending very near
four hundred fathoms, was twice burnt
down to the ground, in lefs than four
and twenty hours. The caufe of thefe
misfortunes, is frequently unknown, for
they commonly happen in the day-
time, during the moft fcorching heats
of the fun: and the negroes are fo
ufed to them, that they feldom lofe ei-
ther their lives or effe@s, fo that
they expet them continually, without

living  under any great apprehen-

fion.

The |

N Ry s’
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The ifland of Sor is divided into two 17571
unequal parts by a fmall m;zfﬂfggfj the December:
mouth of which is oppofite to the fort on hne

the ifland of Senegal. I entered it the e meice

of the cro-

firft time, in my pirogue, the 8th of De. i
cember. This rivalet is {0 narrow, that

the branches of the mangroves on each

fide join together, and form a kind of

ifle or covered alley, which extends al-

moft a quarter of a league in length, I

paid dearly for the fervice thofe trees did

me, in fheltering me from the heat of

the fun; for in an inftant I was attacked Very mch
by a prodigious fwarm of mufketoes, and l:“z;j:}ii::;s:
large flies, * whofe {tings are as painful

as thofe of bees. My negroes, being
naked, fuffered infinitely more than 1I:

their bodies were covered with thefe in-

fects in fuch a manner, that they made

feveral rows clofe upon one ancther, I

really believe fuch a fpe@acle was never

feen before; and that all thefe ftingings
drained them of as much blood, as they

® Tabanus, The gad-fiy.
8 would
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would have loft by a copious bleeding.
This canal muft have been the great tho-
roughfare for the mufketoes coming
from the bottom of the wood, which
feems to be the general magazine of the
country, from whence they iflue out
in {warms, and {pread themieclves among
the villages and other places inhabited by
man or beaft.

Were it not for the above inconveni-
ency, this rivalet would be the fineft
place in the world for a trip on the wa-

ter. ‘The breadth of it 1s from two to

four fathoms ; with as many, and fome-
times more, in depth. It is frequented
by a great number of birds, all excelling
cach other in beauty; and efpecially by
feveral fpecies of the king-fither, whofe
plumage is agreeably depicted with
varicty of the moft lively colours.
There you hear alfo a continual warb-
ling of birds, with repeated echoes
from the many trunks of trees,

with which the banks are lined. The
twa

ﬁ"i-"':
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two extremities th:reof are ftopped up
with a fhoal, which admits of none but
pirogues to enter: yet taking the oppor-
tunity of the tide, fhallops might be fent
up it by the marigor of Kantai, to cut
down a confiderable quantity of man-
groves, moft of which are from twelve
to fifteen inches in diameter, and might
be of excellent ufe for timber to build
houfes. The bank at the eaft end of
the rivulet is a {limy fand, which is bare
at low water. When I pafled that way,
half a dozen crocodiles lay {ftretched
out before the fun, immoveable, like fo
many pieces of log-wood, on the ground.
Whenever the negroes come near this
place, they are fure to find thefe animals
here; and thence it is that they call this
rivulet the marigot of the diafiks, which,
in their language, fignifies the rivulet of
the crocodiles.

To the right of this fhoal, I entered

the marigot of Kantai, where the ne-

groes were at that time very bufy in
S 2 fithing
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fithing for the lamantin, or fea-cow. This
fith, which has been mentioned by all
voyagers, and which many have de-
fcribed without being well acquainted
with it, and which probably gave rife to
the fable of the mermaids, deferves fo
particular a defcription, that I fhall be
excufed from faying any thing more about
it in this compendious narrative. There
does not pafs a year in which the negroe
inhabitants of this neighbourhood, who
have referved the fifhery to themfelves,
exclufive of all others, do not catch half
a dozen, the greateft part of which
they fell to the fort of Senegal. It
18 caught only in December and Ja-
nuary, which are the moft favourable
months. The flefh of it is fine eating ;
being of the colour of veal or pork, and in

tafte partaking of both ; but it feldom is fo
tender.

Afcending the Niger, as we came out
of the marigots of Kantai and Guiara, I

faw along the coaft of Barbary the feveral
gutters,
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gutters, which the fea had made the day
before by -dathing with fuch violence
againft the fands. It was ftill high
enough to pour its waters into the river:
and what is very remarkable, in regard to
this effect of a fwelling fea, is, its having
appeared feveral years fucceflively during
the winter folftice, and not in the equi-
noxes, as if the tides were ftronger in
that feafon of the year than in this.

Notwithftanding that I made all the
" hafte I could, yet I did not get back to the
point of the ifland of Senegal till fix in
the evening ; and when I reached the fort,
it was night. For in thofe countries, where
the nights and days arealmoft equal the year
round, they have but very little twilight,
and there is not the difference of a quarter
of an hour between fun-fet and darknefs:
{o that, as foon as it is ten or fifteen de-
grees below the horizon, an opake gloom
fpreads itfelf over the furface of the carth,
and 1t 1s then as dark as midnight.

S 3 Pleafed
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ieafed with what 1 had learned by a
conftant navigation for feveral months
fucceflively, in all the fmall rivers of the
neighbourhood of the ifle of Sor, I was
not willing to lofe the opportunity of fee-
ing their method of tillage, which was
to be in the beginning of the month of
June, the next year, in that ifland. Early
in the morning, the 8th of June, all the
inhabitants attended the lord of the vil-
lage into the field, finging and dancing
as on a great feftival: Some carried
their tabour and pipe; others had no
other tool or inftrument than a {mall
fpade helved with a ftick, which was
bent in the middle, and long enough to
prevent their being obliged to ftoop to
work. After they had all danced a few
minutes on the very f{pot, the latter, with-
out 1nterrupting the cadence, began to
throw up the ground with their {pades, in
order to root out the weeds. During this
operation they accorded fo well with the
found and meafure of the inftruments in
their motions and finging, that you would

have

’.
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have concluded 2ll thofe hufbandmen to
be profefled dancers and {ingers. It was
pleafing to fee how they tofled thelr arms
and legs, and into what contorfions they
threw themfelves with an air of content,
according as the found of the tabour was
more or lefs quick, and as the guiriots
gave more life to their finging. They
were not to leave off working till night;
in two days they were to refume their
work again: and then their tafk con-
fits in digging with the fame {pade a
few holes, into which they throw a few
grains of millet, over which they im-
mediately {pread the earth with their
feet. When this is done, they rely
upon the rains for every thing elle, and
they are excufed from all kind of la-
bour till harveit-time. Their /lugans,
for fuch is the name they have given to
their ploughed lands, are generally en-
clofed with a hedge of thorns, or a kind
of tithymallus, or herb {purge, which
is never very large, mor tall. The

bark of it is {o white as to render it re- .

S 4 markable
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markable above all other trees, It grows
very faft after the manner of all foft wood,
and when cut, it theds a large quantity
of white thick liquor like milk, which
flows in great abundance.

When thefe hufbandmen were fet
about their work, I left them to go a
fhooting as far as the village of Sor-
nguiann, which is within a {mall half
league of Sor, or Sor-baba. 1 killed
fome  woodpeckers, partridges, larks,
and a few geefe. The geefe of this
ccuntry, which the negroes call Az,
have nothing pleafing in the colour of
their feathers; but they are remarkable
for a large bunch on their head,
crowned with feveral caruncles, which
ferve for an ornament. Their thoulders,
juft on the fpot where the infle@ion of
the wing is made, are alfo armed
with a horn like a prickle, near an
inch in length: and they ufe it very .
dexteroufly againft birds of prey that
want to attack them.,

My
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My courfing was greatly improved by
the difcovery I made, keeping along the
bank of the neighbouring marigor of
Sor-baba. There were freth traces im-
prefled in the fand, which I eafily found
to have been made by a crocodile: this
excited my curiofity : I wanted to follow
the fcent, in order to find out this ani-
mal; but after feeking for it in vain, I
came to a place about fifty paces diftant
from the rivulet, where the fand {eemed
to have been difturbed. My negroes judged
that this might be the place where the
crocodile layed its eggs; and they were
not miftaken: for, after digging about
half a foot, they found thirty eggs, which

they carried away, intending to make good

cheer with them. They were hardly

larger than goofe eggs, but caft a finall
fcent of mufk, which would doubtlefs

have been very agreeable to thofe who
like that {mell,

I had been now upwards of three years
in the country without having had any
opportunity

268
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oppottunity of feeing the lime-kiln. ‘This
15 a place fo called from the lime made
of fhells, of which there is pro-
digious plenty in that neighbourhood.
As itis on the bank of a {mall river, which
communicates with the Niger, the paf-
fage to it, from the ifland of Senegal, is
caly by water. I arrived there the 20th
of Auguft on board a veflel which was
going to load with lime. This is one
of the moft delicious countries upon earth,
being diverfified with large plains, agree-
able valleys, excellent pafturage at all times
for black and for {mall cattle, and with
little rivers, the banks of which are co-
vered with mangroves and other trees
in perpetual verdure. The chief of thofe
rivers bears the name of the lime-marigot :
it is large, and very full of fith, abound-
ing efpecially with fine eels, carp, and
mackbeirans. 'The latter is a very good fifh,
and extremely fat; but it is dangerous
while alive, being armed on the two fins
of each fide, and on that of the back,

with a very tharp dart, wherewith i
wounds
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wounds thofe who attempt to catch it.
Thefe wounds are venomous, and difficult
to cure.

Going afhore on the fouth fide of this
marigot, 1 found mylfelf on a bank of
hells, where a number of lime-kilns had
been dug very near the {ca-fide. This
bank, tho’ bare of earth, was covered with
a very thick wood ; there were even {fome
calabath-trees of above three feet diame-
ter. 1 kept walking among the fhells as
far as the village called Montel, which is
more than half a league from thence fouth-
ward; and I came back another way, in
order to difcover the breadth of it
What diverted me moft in this ex-
pedition was, to fee the manner in which
one of my negroes killed a crocodile {feven
feet long. Having fpied this animal afleep
among brambles, at the foot of a tree
that grew near the bank of a nwver,
approached fo foftly as not to awake
him, and then firuck him very dexteroufly

with
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with his knife in that part of the neck
where there are no bones nor fcales, and
pierced him  nearly quite through,
The animal, mortally wounded, and curl-
ing himfelf, tho’ with fome difficulty, hit
the negroe on the legs with the end of his
tail; and fuch was the violence of the
blow, that he laid him flat upon the ground.
The latter, without letting go his hold,
rofe up again immediately ; and, that he
might have nothing to fear from the cro-
codile’s devouring jaw, he enwrapped it
with a paan, while his comrade held the
tail, and I got upon his body in order
to keep him down. Then the negroe
drew out his knife again, and cut off
the head quite clean from the body. This
expedition was foon over. The negroes
did all they could to drag the body of the
crocodile as far as the veffel, for it was
too heavy for them to carry; but finding
their endeavours ineffeCtual, they got it
into a boat in order to put it on board.
By this exploit my negroe acquired high
applaufe from all the /aprots of the veflel,
I and
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and from the neighbouring inhabitants,
who had been long acquainted with his
dexterity in hunting the crocodile. They
did honour to their prey; for that very
evening they eat feveral flices of it. I
tafted fome, which to me did not appear
to have f{o ftrong a fcent of mufk, as it is
generally faid to have, and I found it
tolerable good eating.

The day following I made an excurfion
on the other fide the kme-marigor, and
was not a little furprifed to find a great
number of hills of red fand upwards of
thirty feet high. The * ndous, the *dethars,
and feveral other fruit-trees, gave un-
doubted proofs of the fecundity of this
foil: I faw chameleons on every thrub,
and when they were touched, they changed
from a green colour into black. They
had fine fport at that time in hunting of
grafs-hoppers, with which the earth was
in fome meafure covered: for it is a

* New fpecies of trees never yet defcribed.

miftake
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miftake to imagine that this animal does

not eat. Let not its meagre body impofe
on us: as many as I found had their fto-
machs filled with butter-flies, and efpeci-
ally with grafs-hoppers; which fhews
that they do not faft fo rigidly as the
vulgar formerly imagined : but this is not
the only error from which they ought to

be fet free.

To return to the banks of oyfter-fhells
which cover the lime-fields upwards of

half a league; the negroes have alfo
their prejudices. Some of them tell us

that this bank was the work of monkeys
in former ages; and that thefe animals,
being then more numerous than they
are at prefent, eat up thofe oyfters.
Others will have them to be.the fhells
of oyfters which their fore-fathers
fimoke-dried, as they themfelves ufed to
do, not a great many years ago, when
the mangroves of this river furnifhed
them with wood, as thofe of the river
Gambia do, to this very day. The

2 French,

et s o
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French, who have examined thefe banks,
and heard the reafonings of the negroes in
regard to their formation, are of the latter
opinion. But even were we to grant
both thefe points, ftill they will be puzzled
to account how thefe thells thould be ar-
' ranged thus in the regular manner we find
them, without any intermixture. Be-
fides, the quantity of oyfters that could be
fhelled and dried in a day, is fo very {mall
in comparifon to the immenfe heap of fhells
in queftion, and would {uppofe fuch a fe-
ries of ages to form this bank, that the
thing lofeth all probability in the fuppu-
tation. Without having recourfe to fuch
precarious proofs, in order to explain in
what manner this and fach other heaps
of fhells have been formed, we have only
" to refle@ on what paffeth in the river
Gambia, where the oyfters confiderably
multiply on the roots of mangroves,
and in feveral parts have formed
very high banks of fhells: and we
thall have reafon to believe, that thefe
fpots were formerly the beds of rivers,

where

I*Nee!
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where the oyfters alfo lived on man groves 3
that thefe beds fucceflively changed place,
and that the fea retiring left thefe banks

bare, and upon a level, cight or ten feet
above its {urface,

The 23d Ireturned to the ifland of Se-
negal in my pirogue : though it was very
light and tottering, yet I chofe rather to
make ufe of it, than to wait for the con-
veniency of the veflel that had brought me
from thence. My negroes ftrove who
{hould fwim the fafteft, and reconduéted
me, in lefs than two hours, two leagues
and a half, which is the diftance from the
lime-kiln to the ifland of Senegal, Not-
withftanding the roughnefs of the water,
and a ftrong guft of wind which blew from
the eaft as we got out of the marigor ; yet
not a fingle wave broke in upon us, nor
did we perceive the leaft {prinkling, be-
caufe we were fheltered under the man-
groves. The wind was now quite down,

and there were only a few large waves
here and there, when a pirogue put off

to

A
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to crofs the river: the grrogue was fmall,
and had three men in it; two of them
rowed with a paddle, during which ex-
ercife they fung a kind of fong, the bur-
den of which I heard at a great diftance,
and it was not difagrecable. The ne-
groe, who fteered with his paddle, was
probably in the fault; or elfe he, who
was employed in the middle to empty
the water which entered the pirogue,
muft have inclined too much on one
fide, and deftroyed its aquilibrium; or
‘whatever - other caufe it might be, the
boat overfet, with the negroes in it.
Though they were very altive fel-
lows, they had all the difficulty in the
world to fet it right again: yet, at
length, by puthing it backwards and
forwards, and f{till continuing to {wim,
they emptied the water out of it, and
got into it once more. In any other
circumfltance it would have been a
diverfion to  fee their manner of ac-
ting, as ‘well as the -dexterity and
ftrength with which they extricated
themfelves out of danger; and it may

T be
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be faid, that they fucceeded extremely well.
This accident is not uncommon ; but as
they are all excellent {fwimmers, there is

no Inftance that any of them ever pe-
rithed.

Towards the middle of the next month,
I had a prefent made me of a young fer-
pent of the gigantic {pecies. This prefent
gave me great pleafure, becaule it was the
fir{t of the kind that 1 had feen ; and I have
ftill preferved the fkin of it intire in my
cabinet. It had been lately caught in the
marigot of the ifland of Senegal, and was
yet quite alive. The length of it was
three feet and fome what more: its co-
lour was a yellow livid ground, with
a large blackifh band all along its back,
on which were fcattered a few yellow
irregular fpots. There was a glofiinefs
over its whole body, which gave it
a {fmooth polith as if it was varnifhed.
Its head was neither flat nor triangular

like that of a viper, but round and fome-
what long.  This ferpent, {mall as it was,
gave |
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gave me a fufficient idea to diftinguith it 1752.

from all the other fpecies; yet it was only
an imperfec reprefentation of the large
ones, of which I thould never have formed
an adequate notion, if a little while after
they had not brought me, at different
times, two of a middling fize, the largeft
of which was twenty-two feet and a few
inches long, and eight inchesbroad. The
colour of its {kin was a dark grey, with a
few yellowith lines not very apparent : the
tkin, ftretched out, was from five and
twenty to {ix and twenty inches broad.
They left it with me intire, with a flice of
its fleth, the remainder of which was to
ferve as a regale for feveral days, to the

perfon who caught it, together with the

reft of the village. The head, which was
ftill to it, was of the {fame fize as that of a
crocodile from five to fix feet; its teeth
were upwards of half an inch long, ftrong
and fharp; and its throat was more than
wide enough to {wallow a hare, or even
a pretty large dog, without having any

occafion to chew it.
T2 By

Augult,
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17g0, By fecing thofe two ferpents, which,
s according to the teftimony of my negroes |
G of o 20 Of all thofe who had beheld great
largelt, numbers of them, were but of an indif-
ferent fize, I had no longer the leaft room
to doubt of the truth of what I had heard
a thoufand times in that country, and
which I had always looked upon as a
fable. Even the negroes themfelves, to
whom I was indebted for thefe, aflured
me, thatI had feen nothing extraordinary,
and that it was not unufual to meet with
fome, within a few leagues eaft of the
ifland of Senegal, as large and as long as
the maft of a common fhip. The peo-
ple of Biffao told me, they had feen fome
in their country, that were a great deal
longer than mafts. It was not difficult for
me to judge, by comparing their accounts
to the ferpents I had before me, that the
largeft of that fpecies, upon a juft com- .'i
putation, muft be from forty to fifty feet
long, and from one foot to one and a half
broad.

The
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The manner in which this animal feeks
his prey, is not lefs extraordinary than his
enormous fize. He lurks in morafles and
places not far from the water. His tail
is curled two or three rounds of a circle,
which include a circamference from five
" to fix feet diameter, over which he rears
his head with part of his body. In this
attitude, and as it were immoveable, he
throws his eyes all round, and when
he perceives an animal within reach, he
darts upon it by means of the circumvolu-
tions of his tail, which have the fame effet
as a ftrong f{pring. If the animal he has
feized is too large to be {wallowed up in-
tire, (as for inftance, an ox, an antelope, or
a large African ram) after giving ita few
bites with his deftructive teeth, he crufhes
and Dbreaks its bones, either by fqueezing
it with a few twifts, or by prefling it with
the weight of his whole body, which he
{lides over it ; then he takes it up again into
his mouth, and covers it with a frothy
{pittle, to render it more eafly to {wallow
without chewing ; for he has this in com-

T 3 mon
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mon with a great many more ferpents and
lizards, which never chew their food, but
{waliow it up mtire.

This monfter, terrible as he may feem
by his fize and ftrength, does not make
the ravage that one would naturally ima-
gine. He is eafily difcovered, by reafon of
his voluminous fize, from whence arifeth
the fecurity of animals weaker than him-
felf. His body, wreathed in fpiral curls,
appears at a great diftance like the brink
of a well; and this is warning enough to
travellers, and even to the cattle themf{elves,
to turn another way. We never hear
that he attacks the human fpecies; at
leaft, examples of this fort are very rare,
Befides the hunting of large animals, fuch
as horfes, oxen, ftags, and other the like
quadrupedes, whofe fafety depends upon
their legs, is not very agreeable to him,
either becaufe he finds it too troublefome,
or it 1s not fo fure, or their flefh is not
agreeable to his palate. He is much better
pleafed with devouring other leffer ferpents,

' 2 lizards,

|
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lizards, and efpecially toads and locufts,
which feem to rife in clouds in this coun-
try, only to fatisfy his all-devouring jaws.
Upon the whole, it may be faid of thefe
ferpents, that they do more good than
harm, fince they cleanfe the earth of an
innumerable number of noxious infects and
reptiles, which would otherwife oblige the
inhabitants to defert thofe fruitful countries,
-where they are now fettled: fo that 1t 18
the intereft of the negroes, to fuffer thole
monfters to live unmolefted.

But to refume the thread of my narra-
tion : The neceflity I was under of return-
ing ten times to the fame places, and in dif-
ferent feafons, gave me an opportunity,
the 12th of the month of O&ober, of dif-
covering a thing which was very remote
from my thoughts. Crofling, at leaft the
twenticth time, the Wood ifland, 1n order
to reach the village of Kionk, I perceived
{everal {fmall fithes in morafles formed by
rain-water. They were all of the fame fpe-
cies; and, by their lively red, I knew them

' to
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to be the leffer kind of roaches. 'The rains
had fubfided, and the water was beginning
to dry up in thofe ponds; a fure fign that
the fith were not long-lived. They muft
have died very foon, for I faw the ground
two days after, when the waters were
dried up. One would imagine, that the
{pecies was loft for ever in regard to that
particular {pot; but, far’ from it, the
next ycar new ones appeared, intirely like
thofe of the preceding years. Here is a
fat the more worthy of notice, as it
does not appear by what means the fith
could be conveyed to that place; for, on
the one hand, the ponds, though deep,
have no communication with the waters
of the Niger, which is about three hun-
dred fathoms from thence; and befides,
this fpecies of fith is unknown to that river:
fo that it cannot be fuppofed, that any of
the aquatic birds {hould bring away the
eggs.  Surely, no body will pretend to
fay, that the roaches lay their eggs every
year in the bottom of thofe ponds, where
they are preferved during the nine months

of
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of drought, till the return of the rain; be-
caufe the fame difficulty would ftill fubfift
in regard to the origin of the firft. It
would be at leaft equally abfurd to ima-
oine, that their feeds were conveyed to
other places by vapours, which, as they
fell down, fcattered them here and there
into different bafons.

I ftopped on this morafs no longer than
was neceflary to crofs it, becaufe it was
very late. Thence I proceeded to a fine
country, where in the midit of a prodi-
gious quantity of uncommon plants, the
narciffus ceylanicus * diftinguithed itfelf, as
well by its agreeable flavour, as by the
whitenefs of its flowers. Iarrived at Kionk

juft as the night came on, which the muf-

-ketoes made me pafs very difagreeably.
Notwithftanding all the precautions which
the governor of the village had taken to
{creen me from their purfuits, by making
me lodge mn one of his own huts, newly
plaiftered with mud and cow dung, and

filling

* Narciflus ceylanicus, flore albo hexagono odorato.
Comm, Hort, Amfi. wol. I. pag. 75. tab. 39.

281
1752,

Oétober,

He arrivesat
the village of
Kionk.

Inconveni-
ency from
the muofke-
tm'



282 A VQOY AGE

1752. filling it all night with fmoke; ftill there
O%ber  entered a fufficient number of thofe noi-
fome infe&s to drive me almoft mad.

This, together with the ftink of the dung

and the fmoke, infupportable to any other

of the human fpecies but negroes, obliged

me to decamp. I ran all over the village

from hut to hut, to look for better quarters.
Whereever I entered, I found the beds all

full : without regard to fex, age, kindred,

The negroes OF condition, they all lay promifcuouily
wolly,  fide by fide, fometimes five or fix, and even
eight in the fame bed, naked as they came

out of their mother’s womb. But what
furprized me the moft was, the profound

quiet with which they flept in the midft

of fo thick a fmoke, that one would ima-

gine it muft have fuffocated them. In fhort,

after rambling about a good deal, I had no

other refource left, than to lay myfelf

down in the open air on two mats, ex-
tended between two fires : and even here,

the mufketoes made me pay very dear for

a few moments of reft,

With

R T LT
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With impatience 1 waited for day; and
as foon as it began to peep, the lord of the
village, defirous of diverting me with a
walk, condu@ed me into his gardens. The
whole neighbourhood was very agreeable;
the fallow grounds formed large mea-
dows, checkered with mangroves and ca-
labafh-trees, which made a delightful
landfcape. At that time the {mall millet,
which the negroes live upon, and which
in their language they call dowgoup-nioul ¥,
fhewed its golden ears. The grain was
- almoft ripe, and drew an infinite number
of birds, that made a vaft havock. In
order to fcare them away, the inhabitants
had crofled their lougans with a great num-
ber of threads, to which they hung fhells,
bones, and other {uch bodies, that are apt
to make a noite upon the leaft col-
lifion. The whole was to be put in
motion by four cords, which were
ftretched to four corners of the field,
where juft as many women or children
kept watch upon fheds or covered plat-

* Panicum Indicum, fpica longiffima. C. B. Pin. pag. 27.
| forms,
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1752. forms, from feven to eight feet high, and
07" each of them drew a cord, asfoon as they
faw the birds come near. Befides this

noife, they made a loud hollowing, and kept
clapping their hands. This watch was

to continue till the millet was fit to cut;

yet in {pite of all their care and vigilance,

they were often deceived by the feathered
plunderers.  Small bengalts, black and red
{parrows, and other pretty birds, which
change their colour once a year, and
which the French call fenegalis, flocked
thither every morning in vaft numbers.

But the moft terrible fcourge of all was

Cloois of @ large fpecies of yellow and black fpar-
P rows, clouds of which fell like hail upon
the grain; and when they had fpread de-
folation in one quarter, they flew to an-

other. Let their ftay be never fo fhort,

and very often before the negroes had time

to put their fcare-crow in motion, thefe

birds did irreparable mifchief. I have

read in fome relation, that the Agyptians

have no other remedy; but either they

muft fow more grain, or the deftruc-

tive

e e T I
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tive fparrows muft be lefs numerous in
their country, fince we do not hear, that
they occafion famines fo frequently as
among our Negroes.

Near thofe fields of millet there were
lougans of cotton, indigo, tobacco, water-
melons, French-beans, and other legumes.
Each of them was inclofed with a hedge
of brambles, with which was entwined
a {pecies of wild cucumber, known in
the country by the name of moi-mo: *.
This plant was loaded with a fmall fruit,
which is of a fine coral red when it comes
to full maturity; and fome of it had been
plundered by the ferpents, lizards, and
birds. My people perceiving the fruit,

gathered a good deal of it, which they pre-

fented to me, after tafting of it them{elves.
I had known it a long time; and had feen
the people of the country eat of it often;
nay I had feveral times cat as many as a
dozen, to quench my thirft in the violent
heats, without ever feeling any bad con-
fequence,
* Bryonia folio angulofo acuto glabro. Burm. 1be/.
Zeyl, pag. 48. tab, 19. fig. 1.
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1752. fequence, or the leaft inconveniency : but
Oétober.
that day I thought proper to eat a much
larger quantity of it. I dined towards noon
with a very good appetite ; and 1 likewife
fupped without feeling any bad fymptom.
Terrible o It was not till nine o'clock that this fruit
plant, began to operate, when I was fuddenly
feized with a fuffocating, or ftoppage of
breath ; afterwards it worked me as vio-
lently as any emetic I ever took in my life;”
and this operation lafted near eight hours.
One of my negroes, who was twenty
years of age, and who had eaten more
plentifully of this fruit than I, was feized
in like manner towards midnight; but
did not get off fo cheap. This eme-
tic continued to work him above four
and twenty hours, with fuch violence,
that he did not know whereabouts he was
all the time; and it had like to have
coft him his life. Had fuch an experi-
ment been made on purpofe, 1 do not
- think a more favourable fuccefs could be
expeCted from it: and what is moft re-

markable, each fuffered in proportion to
the
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the quantity he had eaten of this fruit; Igge-
but it had no effect at all on him who eat 3
only a dozen; and even he who fuffered
moft by it, was as well two days after, as

if he had not been ill at all.

Feaft of the

Tired with going thro’ fo many hard- 520
thips at Kionk, I returned to the ifland of
Senegal, where I arrived time enough to
be prefent at the feaft of the rebafke. The
Mahometans, of the fe& of Sina-Alj,
founded this feaft to commemorate the
nativity of their prophet: it falls yearly
towards the middle of the O&ober moon ;
and this year it was celebrated the 18th.

‘The whole day was fpent in feafting and
merriment, during which time the faint, in
whofe honour the feftival had been infti-
tuted, feemed to be very remote from
their thoughts. It ended with a ge- et
neral dance in the fgvana, over-againft
the forts, whither people of all ages and
fexes repaired. The ball was opened at
four in the afternoon, with tabor and pipe
and vocal mufic, The young people, in
their
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their gayeft array, difplayed their feveral
abilities in this kind of diverfion. When
they had tired themfelves for two hours,
in dancing according to the manner of
the country, that is, in poftures and move-
ments the moft indecent, and moft oppo-
fite to our ideas of modefty and fhame,
the {cene varied : they made a large cir-
cle, to give place to lords and perfons
of diftin¢tion, who were mounted on
horfes magnificently caparifoned. No-
thing could be more entertaining than to
fee thofe proud courfers, forgetting their
mettle and fire, and conforming to the
intent of the feftival: they raifed their
feet, and touched the ground lightly and
in cadence; all the movements of their
bodies exactly accorded with the found of
the inftruments; in a word, their geftures
bore a perfet refemblance to a moft regu-
lar dance. The feftival {feemed to be in-
tended for them only, fo greatly were they
affected with it, and fo fenfible of applaufe.
I do not think there can be a nobler fight
than that of horfes trained to this exercife,

and
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and efpecially of fuch fine beautifvl crea-
tures as our Arabian horfes of Senegal.
The horfemen themfelves greatly added to
thofe {ports; for they managed their horfes,
and made them Imitate whatever they
pleafed, feigning by their gefture and at-
titude, fometimes a combat, and other
times a juftling, a chace, or dance. The
fpeCtators, wrapped in admiration, were
difpleafed at the too rapid approach of
night, which put an end to amufe-
ments, where nought was heard but
joy, feftivity, and mirth.

A journey over land from the ifland of
Senegal to /a Chaux, or the lime-kiln, was

likely to give me a further knowledge of |

a country, that had pleafed me {o
greatly at my firft vific. I undertook it
the 4th of November: my pirogue car-
ried me a league and a quarter by water,
as far as the port of Galel, where I went
athore, inténding to walk to the village of
the fame name, about five hundred fa-
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thoms from the river fide. The way was
over barren fands, and that day was re-
markable for one of the fultrieft eaft winds
that had been ever felt in this feafon : but
the heat I endured in travelling over thofe
fands was nothing, when compared to

what 1 {uffered in the road to the lime-
kiln.

I had now a long league to reach that
place. In fetting out I went over a fandy
difagreeable plain, where, among other
{pinous fhrubs that are fond of a very dry
foil, I met with what the Jallofs call the
nigtoutt : it has a good deal of that refi-
nous gum, known by the name of &del-
lium 5 and its branches ferve for a fokiou,
that is, for a tooth-picker to the women
of the country. Though the fun had not

- yet reached the meridian, the fands were

all on fire; and my fhoes were foon cracked
and burnt with the fcorching heat. At

any other time I fhould have moiftened
thofe burnings fands with drops of fweat;
but the eaft wind is naturally fo parching,

that
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that notwithftanding the violent heat of 1752.
the air and the fun, my fkin was dried up, S
before the {weat had time to fhew itfelf.
I had violent prickings over all my body ;
and the blood oftentiines opened itfelf a
paffage through my pores, which the
fweat could not pervade. My negroes
were no longer of a black complexion, but
as red as coppér: they were tormented
with thirft, the infeparable companion
of parching heat, which obliged them
to hang out their tongues; in order to
breathe more freely. I was as thirfty as
they; and I may venture to affirm, that
this is one of the greateft miferies a per-
{fon is expofed to in thefe fcorching plains;
where there is not a drop of water to be
had. No doubt but it would have been
very gtreat relief to us, almoft perithing
with thirft, and broiled in the fun:
but the inhabitants of that country are not
like thofe of more temperate climates;
they keep no refervoirs of water on
the high roads for the accommodation of
travellers.

U2 After
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After having walked an hour over
thofe fands, expofed to the fcorching rays
of the fun, I came to a dry mea-
dow, full of thick rufhes, from three
to four feet high, which greatly tried my
patience.. What little water there was,
I found it faltifh, ftagnated, and {poilt by
crabs. Never did I behold fuch a fight of
thofe animals as on this very fpot: fome
were red, others dark grey, with fuch
prodigious claws, that they could eafily
fpan my leg, without {queezing it. In
fine, this continued foreft of rufhes (for
I met with nothing elfe for the {pace
of half a league) brought me as far as the
lime bank. |

I was fo tired that I wanted to reft my-
felf: for which reafon I ftaid here fome
time, and dined under the trees, with a
few provifions and a water-melon, which
I had brought with me from Galel. This
is a very wholefome fruit, efpecially after
repaft; and I have often eat for my own
deflert, from five to fix pounds of it, with-

1 out
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out any inconveniency or furfeit, though
I had made a hearty dinner. While I
was feated under thofe trees, I heard the
parakites and parrots over my head ; and
fome of the kernels ofacacias and gum-trees,
which they were eating, dropped down at
my feet. In the mean time my negroes,
who had fuffered greatly by the ex-
ceflive heat, were rubbing their fore-
heads with live toads, a few of which
they found under the briars: this is their
ufual remedy, when they are affli¢ted
with a megrim or dizzinefs ; and it gave
them relief. I fuffered as much from
~ the fame complaint as they, and fhould
readily have followed their example: but
the want of being ufed to thofe animals, to-
gether withanalmoft invincible repugnance,
which I look upon as natural to every body
that has not been accuftomed to handle
them, hindered me from having recourfe
to this innocent and wholfome remedy,

I came back the fame way I went to
the lime-kiln, for there is no other. In

tl 3 the
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the meadow I killed a flamant *, and a
buftard of a different {pecies from the
European : it differs in the colour of its
feathers, which are generally of a dark
grey ; 1ts neck is alfo very long; and, like
the lark, it has a kind of tuft on the back
part of its head. The French in that
country call it a flying-oftrich: whether
this name fuits it or not, this is
not a fit place to examine; it may be faid,
however, that the above bird refembles
an oftrich in many refpects.

It was very late when T pafled within
fight of Galel; and the negroes had fet
fire to the herbs and brambles as well -
to render the country paflable, as
to prepare it for being fown the next
year. ‘Thus the heat of no&urnal fire fuc-
ceeded to that of the fun; and I walked
by the light thereof as far as the port,
where 1 embarked for the ifland of Sene-
gal. There I arrived fo fatigued and ex-

* Pheenicopterus Bahamenfis. Catefly, wol. 1. tab. 73
Y 74 '
1 haufted,
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haufted, which was alfo the cafe with my
negroes, that I do not think I ever ftood

more in need of repofe in my whole
life.

JIn this and every expedition I made
fince the month of June, my principal
view was to acquire fome knowledge of
the plantations of indigo. I was curious
to know what quantity and quality
the negroes fow in the neighbourhood of
the ifland of Senegal, becaufe I had a
mind to repeat fome experiments, which
I had imparted in proper time to the Eaft-
India Company. Thofe people do not
take much pains to draw the die out of
this plant: they are fatisfied with gather-

ing the leaves at any time of the year,

‘with pounding them in a mortar to re-
duce them to a pafte, and with mak-
ing them up into loaves, in order to pre-
ferve them dry. When they want to
make ufe of them, they diffolve them in 2
kind oflye, made of the afthes of an unctuous
plant which grows in their fields, and

Ug by
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by them is called 7beme ¥. This diffolu-
tion imbibes a tincture of the indigo, into
which they dip their linen cold, as often
as they think neceflary, according to
the deepnefs of the colour.

I know what fympathy there is between
the cacrelats and indigo ; but, as often as I
happened to leave a bundle of this plant

in my room in the night time, I was fure
to find fome hundreds of thofe infelts
lodged in it the next day; and it feemed
as if they wereall got together. They are
as troublefome as they are common in
the ifland of Senegal. Though they are
fcarce an inch thick, they do an incre-.
dible deal of mifchief. They gnaw linen,
theets, wood, paper, books, and, in fhort,
whatever comes in their way : they attack
even the aloes, the bitternefs of which
keeps off all other infects. They are
likewife very difagreeable by the ftench
that comes from their bodies ; and they

* Portulaca marina latifolia, fiore fuave rubenti.
Plym. Cat. pag. 6.

arc
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are moft horrid enemies to the perfons with
whom they take up their quarters; for
they never f{tir out till night, then
they hover round the room, and make
as great a noife as if there was
large cage full of birds. In fhort, the
cacrelat multiplies fo faft, that it would
be a moft dangerous infe&, had it not a
great number of enemies.

Thofe it has the moft reafon to be
afraid of, are the fpider and the fowrd :
the latter is a {pecies of lizard, faid
to be venomous, and as lickerifh after
the cacrclat as the {pider. They both
refide in bed-chambers as well as that
infe&, and are at continual war with
it; which fecures the tranquillity of thofe
with  whom they have once taken
up their quarters.  The hedge-hog
likewife perfecutes it: that of Senegal
differs from the European in fize only:
it pafles, like the latter, fome part of the
low feafon, that is of the cold and dry
feafon, in a fpecies of lethargy, dur-

ing
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ing which it abftains from nourifhment,
rarely going abroad in fearch of any;
but it knows very well how to repair this
lofs in the fummer nights. I kept one for
above three years in my chamber, where it
did me immenfe fervice, by freeing me from
{piders, cacrelats, fourds, ants, and other
infects, with which the room had been in-
infefted, The hedge-hog is  exceeding
good eating, and very tender, efpecially
if you take it, about the time when it be-
gins to enter into its lethargic fleep.

Another inconveniency, efpecially dur4
ing the winter or low feafon, are the fand-
fleas, which are {o called becaufe they
lodge in the fand of inhabited huts.
Thefe are fo full of them, that as foon as
you fet foot therein, they cover you
all over; and they are fo very f{mall
that you can perceive them only by their
numbers. They do not bite hard ; yet,
when there are great multitudes of them,
they produce an itching or f{tinging al-
moft intolerable. What is moft extraor-

dinary
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dinary in this infe&, it never leaps or 1752,
jumps higher than three or four inches: B
fo that, when a perfon takes care to
keep himfelf half a foot above ground,
he is fure there is nothing to fear from that
guarter.

This, I believe, is the proper place, | e
fince 1 am upon the article of Senegal, g
to take notice alfo of fome of its advan-
tages,. Tho the heats of this climate
are exceflive, to fuch a degree, that their
winter 1s much warmer than our
fummer in France, yet they are {fupport- . .
able. One is accuftomed to them by foprertable.
degrees ; becaufe the air is every day re-
frethed with fea and land breezes, which
blow alternately. ‘The way therefore
for a perfon to cool himfelf, is to catch
the fanning breezes, or to take fhelter
within doors, when there is a thorough
air, and the windows arc made of fine
linen.

It
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It i1s to thele heats that they are partly
indebted for the fertility of their lands.
The fands of this ifland are converted
into gardens of confiderable produce.
Independently of the legumes and fruits
of the country, fuch as the Guinea ofes/le,
botates, ananas, guavas, and fome
others, they likewife plant, in the winter
feafon, moft of the European herbs and
legumes. The fig-tree, the pomegra-
nate, and the vine, are loaded every year
with excellent fruit. With a little labour
and care, there is no fruit nor grain, but
would grow there in great plenty : they
might raife whatever they want, and
generally all the neceflaries of life. In .
fthort, the foil of the ifland of Senegal,
notwithftanding its being {o fandy, isyet fo
very fruitful, that a great many plants
yield feveral times a year. This I faw
myfelf in a garden which I kept on pur-
pole for fuch experiments: and what
without all manner of doubt will appear
very furprizing, is, my having fown par-
ticular legumes, of which I had above

twelve
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twelve crops the fame year. But this cu-
rious detail I refer to another work.

‘There is not perhaps a country in the
world where poultry are more common.
They breed turkeys, Guinea hens,
geefe, ducks, and a prodigious number of
fowls. Their pigeons are in admirable per-
fection ; and their hogs multiply very faft.
There is alfo plenty of fith, and efpecially
in the Niger, where you may catch carps
with your hand. This river, befides the
lamantin or {ea-cow, abounds in captains,*
mullets, furmullets, foles, rays, and other
excellent fith: it has alfo plenty of crabs and
lobfters. Motk of thefe fith come from the
fea: and it is faid, that when they are
caught in the river it improves them; be-
caufe the mixture of the freth with the
falt water makes them more delicate and
tender. | To all thefe advantages we may
add the pleafure of fporting; for this
land is furnithed with little moor-hens,

* A fith fo called, becaufe it is very red, and its fins re-
femble a feather : it is very like a carp, but larger,

with
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with larks, thrufhes, fea-partridges, and

v yellow  wagtails, or, to exprefs myfelf

Plealant
gardens,

better, the ortolans of the country: thefe
are {mall lumps of fat, exceedingly well
tafted.

The only thing wanting in the ifland
of Senegal are walks ; for they fay it is too
{mall, and too naked. They might, with-
out doubt, have umbrageous avenues for
the fake of a fhady walk, were they to
plant calabafh-trees, and the like, which
delight in moift fands: but of what ufe
would it be, to make a harbour for the

mufketoes, that is, for a greater plague

than the moft exceflive heats? Of what
fervice would thofe avenues be in a coun-
try, where the time of walking is not till
fun-fet? Ought they to regret this lofs;
when they have gardens enamelled with
perpetual verdure, which every day pre-
fent the eye with new decorations; where
fuch a multitude of flowers, as agreeable
by their fragrant odours as by the variety

of their colours, fhoot up almoft without
care

b e
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care or culture. There you fee, fweet
bafil of all fizes and colours, ' tuberofes,
daffodils, afphodel-lillies; among which
the night-fhade, the African pink, the
amaranth, and pomegranates in bloflom,
produce an excellent effe. The blue
and gilt lizards, with butterflies and other
infets, all equally beautiful, delight in
coming hither to mix their different co-
lours, and to diverfify that famenefs which
one fees in moft gardens. '

I had taken a plan of the Wood-ifland,
as well as of that of Griel, the ilime-
kiln, the ifland of Sor, Bokos, and
feveral others; and nothing further re-
mained for me than to add the point of
Barbary and the falt-pans to it: then
I thould have a complete map of the
neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal,
from the village of Mouitt to the mouth
of the Niger, as far as the village of
Torkhod, feven leagues to the north. The
defire I had of finithing a work already
- far advanced, and which had coft me

- fuch

303
1752.

November.

-“_-_

Map of the
neighbour-
hood of the
ifland of
Senegal,



304
1753.

June.

15 June.

Expedition
to the fajt-
Fm.

s
Small {er-

pents very
commen.

A VOYAGE

fuch a deal of trouble, and fo many ex=
curfions over the burning fands, induced
me to undertake an expedition to the falt-
pans. I therefore embarked the 1 sth of
June, 1753,0n board a vefiel that was going
to trade there for falt. As it was well
equipped, and the wind proved favourable,
we foon got beyond the Englith ifland,
which is only a {lip of marfhy land, a hun-
dred fathoms in diameter, covered with reeds
and almoft impenetrable mangroves. We
pafled the ifle of Bokos with the fame
quicknefs; and as foon as we came acrofs the
fauth point of the marigot of Del, I went
on fhore in order to fathom the neigh-
bouring parts, while the veflel continued
its courfe to the place where it was to

anchor.

Walking over the fands of this point,
I met with fuch a multitude of ferpents,
that they feemed to grow wherever I
trod : fortunately for me they were
neither large nor venomous, being hardly

{fo big as one’s little finger; fo that their
bite
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bite could not be dangerous. Thefe
fands brought me to the falt-pans, which
were two thirds of a league from the
marigot : they are a kind of morafs, from
two to three hundred fathoms long,
and one third broad, filled with a falt
water extremely fharp. It is {o impreg-
nated with falt, as to yield one third
of its quantity, and rather more; and,
when congealed, it covers the bottom
with a thick folid cruft. ‘The negroes
enter up to the knee, and oftentimes
deeper, into this water, which may
be faid almoft to boil with the heat
of the fun. They are provided with
ftakes of hard wood, with which they
break the falt; and afterwards they
carry it to the river fide, where the
French traffick with them. This falt §s
generally fo white as to dazzle the eye:
fome of it is alfo of a carnation colour:
but 1t has always a bitter fharpnefs, dif-
agrecable to the tafte; and it is this cor-
rofive quality, that renders it not fo
proper for falting of freth meat and fith.
| X One
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1753  One would imagine, that thefe - falt

_J"  moraffes have fome communication with
They beve e fea. 1 had been of this opinion, be-

o COmmu-

rocmma- fore 1 vifited the fpot; but then I per-
phthe  ceived the impoffibility of it. They are
feparated from the Niger by a neck of
land, of above five hundred fathoms,
where a chain of fand-hills rifeth, which
neither the waters of the river, nor even
thofe of the fea, when moft tempeftuous,
do ever reach. The furvey I took of this
The auhor  ground that day, convinced me further,
b e ot that the bottom of this morafs is higher
G- than the furface of the river : whenc
I concluded, that we muft trace the ori-
gin of this falt, which is every year
produced in fuch abundance, up to fome
other caufe than the a&ual communi-

cation of the fea-water.

When I had examined the falt-pans, and
finithed all my furveying, I went to the
trading place called by the name of Pi-
quet, where the exchange of goods was to
be made, and oppofite to which the veffel

had
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had dhcHored. The agent for this bufinels 1733.
had already caufed a tent to be pitched o
upon the fhore; and fome huts to be
built of leaves of trees, under which we
were to lie. The negroe lord; mafter of
the falt-pans, otherwife called 4orom-afou, Defeription
or kram-affou, having notice of his ar- of the filts
rival, came to pay him 4 vifit. He s
feemed to be about forty ; was large, and
well made: his complexion was not a deep
black, but with a little tin&ure of red:
he had a noble air, though not handfome;
a quick conception; an eafy carriage, and a
{oft agreeable tone of voice: he explained
himfelf very well, and with gravity.
After half an hour’s converfation, when
he had agreed with the agent; he con-
du&ed us a quarter of a league off to
the village of Guebenn, of which he was
governor. 'There he received us very
civilly, and even with a politenefs which M i
one could hardly have expefted from a e the
man of his colour. He gave us 2 colla-
tion of new milk, palm wine, 7cague
plumbs, called oxraz, and other fruits of

' X 2 the
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the country. He had fummoned all the
young people of the village to give us a
ball; and accordingly they attended us,
dancing to vocal and inftrumental mufick,
as far as the trading place, where they
continued thefe {ports till midnight. Danc-
ing is the favourite entertainment of the
negroes; they fometimes bring young
children with them that can hardly ftand :
one would be apt to fay, that they are
born dancing, to fee the exalnefs of
therr movements. The fame amufe-
ments were renewed every  evening.
In fhort, this good man did all he could
to procure us diverfion; and this was
not a fmall comfort to us in fo defert
and forlorn a place.

The next day I went to recon-
noitre the neighbourhood of Mouitt,
which is within two thirds of a league
to the fouthward of Piquet. It is
a pretty large trading village, advan-
tageoully fituate on a hill well planted
with calabafh-trees, and wild figs, of a

very
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very great height ; the latter bear a ftrong
aefemblance to the fycamore of the an-
cients, By the wﬁy I pafled near a great
number of {mall falt-pans, full of a ftrong
red falt, infinitely more tharp and more
corrofive than that of the large falt-pans
of Guebenn, 1 likewife met with foxes,
antelopes, and the footfteps of wild boars
and wolves lately imprinted on the fand :
but the fhooting of thofe animals, with
which I was well acquainted, did not
tempt me fo much as that of certain
blackbirds, which I defcried ecaftward
of the village. They were fo like a
turkey, both as to fize and feathers, that
one might very eafily miftake them. I
killed two with the fame fhot, one male,
and the other female. They had both
a kind of black hollow helmet on the
head, of the fame bulk and figure as
that of the cafoar: upon their neck they
had a long plate like a very bright vel-
lum, - which was red in the male, and
blue .in the female. This bird might be
the gallinache of the Portuguefe, or what

X 3 the
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1753. the French in the American iflands call
i marchan ; but the negroes give it the
~ pame of guinar. The inhabitants of this
neighbourhood look upon it as a mara-
bou, that is, as a facred animal; per-
haps, ‘becaufe it generally lives longer
than the f{mall ferpents, fo common
in the neighbourhood, and for which
the negroes have a {uperftitious vene-
ration. ~ They could not bear that I
thould be fo audacious as to facrifice
their marabous to my pleafure: nay, they
looked upon me as a conjurer, when 1
brought them to the ground with the
very firft thot; for they imagined thofe
birds to be invulnerable. They carried |
their fuperftition fo far, as to tell me,
that I fhould infallibly die on my
journey, for having committed fo heinouis
a crime,. :

This action did not gain me the efteem of
the inhabitants of Mouitt: however, I got
away from thence without any harm, and
continued my journey towards the village

: ' of
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of Guioel and Guebenn, where I found
fhrubs, called foudenn in the country:
it is a kind of alkanna *, the leaves
of which are ufed by the negroe men
and women to give a red die to their
nails and they never lofe this colour,
till they come to grow again. From
thence I continued my journey as far
as the village of Del, and then I re-
turned to the trading-place. The banks
of the Niger were at that time co-
vered in this fpot with a {mall kind
of fith, fcarce fo large as half a
goofe quill: they were white and

tranfparent as cryftal, and each fide of

them was marked with a narrow filver
line.

After {pending three days at the falt-
pans of Guebenn, I fet out from thence
the 18th in the evening, and returned to
the ifland of Senegal; direting my courfe

* Liguftrum /Egyptiam, el henne vel tamar-endi.

P, dp. Egyp 24g. 23,
X 4 by
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by the point of Barbary, in otder to be
able to fettle it in my map. 1 travelled
very near three leagues on foot, coafting
its fands through all their windings, from
the bar upon the weftern bank of the
Niger, as far as the village of Gueutt,
which is parallel to the middle of the
ifland of Senegal. My canoe followed
me along fhore, and kept as near to land
as poffible, in order to take me in, if 1
fhould happen to be ftopped by a ri-
vulet, or by any of thole thickets of tamay
riftk and fanar, which are fcattered upon
the coaft. All the way I faw nothing
but yellow crabs, which covered the
earth in fuch a manner, that {ometimes
I went over plains of above fifty fa-
thoms, without being able to difcover
one foot of bare ground. On thofe white
fands the fea bind-weed * expanding its
purple flowers, amidft the agreeable
verdure of its trailing ftalks, formed all-

* Convolvulus marinus catharticus, folio rotundo, flore
purpureo.  Plum. Plant. de I dmerigue, pag. 89, pla. 104.

together
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together an admirable embroidery. The
thrubs I {aw there were a few tama-
ritks, the beidel-gffar *, the paretniver -,
the fanar 4, the fpartium }, the cono-
carpus||; and great numbers of lbelia 4,
and zcague §. The latter is a receptacle
for a kind of red ants, which lodge in its
branches: among the leaves they form
a kind of neft, from whence they affail
thofe who are fo imprudent as to draw
near to gather the fruit; and they bite
them moft unmercifully. I could not
efcape thofe infeéts, as I had a good
deal of the wood to traverfe. ‘There
was fomething fo venomous in their
fting, that my face and hands Jere
covered with Dblifters, as if thf:y had
been fcalded: the pain was not af-

fuaged, tll 1 got thoroughly wet with

¥ Beidel-offar. P. Alp. ZEgyp. pag. 8s.

+Trees which have not been yet defcribed.

T Spartium f{candens, citreis foliis, floribus albis, ad
nodos confertim nafcentibus. Plum. eat. pag. 1

| Conocarpus. Linn. bort. CLf. pag. 48s.

1 Lobelia frutefcens, portulacz folio. Plum. gen. pag. 21,

§ Icaco fruétu ex albo rubefcente, Plum. gons $ag. 43
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1753+ a heavy rain, which fell in the beginning

June.

— of the night, and was attended with thun-
der and lightning, by the help of which
I faw my way to crofs the river, and got
back to the ifland of Senegal.

The auth .
tinksofre- ~ As foon as I arrived there, I began to

Fance,  think of returning to France. I had been
abfent from home upwards of four years;
and during that time I had had occafion to
make as numerous a {eries of obfervations,
as could reafonably be expected in the fet-
tlement of Senegal : at leaft, if there were
any more remaining, they were only fuch as
might be deemed a mere matter of curio-
fity, or generally efcape the eye of even
the moft clear-fighted, or require too long
a ftay to finith. Thefe confiderations were
fufficient to determine me; and as feveral
veflels were expected that very fame month,

I refolved to embrace that opportunity.

Though I had fent yearly into France
to Mefiieurs de Reaumur and de Jufiieu,
a great number of animals, birds, fithes,

infedts,
1
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infeCts, herbs, feeds of plants, and other
‘productions of the country, according as
they fell in my way; yet I was fenfible
that many things were ftill wanting,
efpecially feveral trees and fhrubs which
had never yet been feen in Europe,
not even in the king’s gardens. Being
apprized of the particular encourage-
ment his majefty vouchfafes to give to
botanifts, and excited moreover by the
orders of the Duke d’Ayen, which I re-
ceived by means of M. B. de Juflieu,
I thought my honour concerned, as a
naturalift, not to return to France, with-
out bringing along with me the moft re-
markable plants that grow in the fcorch-
ing climate of Senegal, to add them
to thofe which his majefty has colleéted,
from both hemifpheres, and which are
preferved with fuch tafte and magnifi-

cence in the green-houfes at Trianon,
Choifi, and Paris.

With this view I refolved to take one
trip more to Podor ; and accordingly I fet
’ out

31§
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out the tenth of July with a favour-
able wind. Since I had been in the
country, I had never feen but two Eu-
ropean plants, the tamarifk and pur-
flane: and this. third expedition gave
me an opportunity to obferve, that of
all the trees which line the banks of
the Niger, there is not an eighth part,
but what are of a very hard {pinous wood,
chiefly acacias, - taller and f{lenderer in
proportion as they are more remote
from the fea coaft. But what {truck
me moft, was the fhooting of monkeys,
which I enjoyed within fix leagues
this fide of Podor, on the lands to the
fouth of Donai, otherwife called Cog;:
and 1 do not think there ever was
better fport. ‘The veflel being obliged
to ftay there one morning, I went on
thore, to divert myfelf with my gun.
The place was very woody, and full
of green monkeys, which I did not per-
ceive but by their breaking the boughs
on the tops of the trees, from whence

they tumbled down upon me: for
in
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in other refpects they were f{o filent,
and nimble in their tricks, that it would
have been difficult to hear them. Here
I ftopped, and killed two or three of
them, before the others feemed to be
much frighted: however, when they
found themfelves wounded, they be-
gan to look for fhelter; fome by hiding
themfelves among the large boughs;
others by coming down upon the
ground ; others, in fine, and thefe were
the greateft number, by jumping from
one ftree to another. Nothing could
be more entertaining, when feveral of
them jumped together on the fame
bough, than to fee it bend under
them, and the hithermoft to drop down
to the ground, while the reft got fur-
ther on, and others were ftill {ufpended
in the air. As this game was going
on, I continaed ftill to fhoot at them : and
though I killed no lefs than three and
twenty in léfs than an hour, and within
the fpace of twenty fathoms, yet not one
of them fcreeched the whole time, not-
| withftanding
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withftanding that they united in com-
panies, knit their brows, gnafhed their
teeth, and feemed as if they intended to
attack me.

My fir{t care, upon my arrival at Poder,
was to gather as many plants as pofiible
for the king’s garden; and I had great
fuccefs in colleting and putting into two
large chefts three hundred different trees,
before I left the faGory : for the laft time
I went a fhooting, upon my return to the
neighbourhood of Bokol, which was on
the fecond of Auguft, by walking in the
heat of the fun, 1 had been feized with a
burning fever, of that malignant fort which
carries off moft Europeans in lefs than two
days. Thus this voyage proved more
dangerous to me, than all my former ex-
peditions and fatigues, in the fpace of four
years, during which time I never had
the leaft illnefs. I was three days with-
out any afliftance, before I arrived at

~the ifland of Senegal, where 1 ftrug-

gled with the diftemper a whole month ;
and
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and after a relapfe, which brought me
within an inch of my grave, at length I
totally recovered. My youth, and a found
conftitution, which had never been hurt
by debauch, together with the generous
affiftancé of the tendereft of friends ¥,
preferved my life.

Of all the veflels that came this year
upon the coaft, there was only one left,
with which I could return to France. 1
went on board her in a ftate of convalef-
cence, after pafling the bar the fixth time,
and we weighed from the road of Sene-
gal the 6th of September.  The contrary
winds, which prevail at that time of the
year, did not promife us a fhort voyage;
and as they blew from the north and
north-eaft, we could not ftretch north-
ward, but were conftantly obliged to bear to
the weft. Upon our way, within ten leagues
of the iflands of Cape Verd, perceiving
a very white fea, we founded a hundred
fathoms or more, without finding any

- #® M. Andriot, whom I have already mentioned.

bottom :
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bottom : after which the fea having re-
fumed its ufual colour, we imagined we
had paflfed over a white fand-bank, which
the Dutch charts mark at eighty fathoms,

- At a time when we were within two
hundred leagues of the coaft, between the
17th and 18th degree of latitude, a calm
came on, which lafted almoft fifteen days,
with fuffocating heats: it was o ftill, that
the fhip did not feem to change fituation,
though the current had carried us a great
way fouthward. This was the propereft
place in the world to find the fea water
in its full faltnefs ; fince we were at fuffi-
cient diftance from land, to be under no
apprehenfion that the river waters could
communicate any of their frefhnefs to it
I therefore filled a bottle, which I fealed
hermetically, with an intention of mak-
ing an analyfis of it at my return to
¥France.

There is nothing more tirefome than
to be in a veflel becalmed ; and nothing
2 more
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more dreadful than to be far out at {ea, 1753

when provifions begin to fall fhort. We' ___:_
made ufe of this unlucky accident to catch

fome fith, and were very much in the

right; for the fmall quantity of freth pro-
~vifions we had taken in at Senegal, was
confumed ; {fo that we were now reduced

to falt meat, and likely to be ftill a long

at fea.

At that time there was great plenty of fhf';;’,ﬁ,}“a
requiens, bonites, grand oreilles, and gol-
dennis : the three latter live only on flying-
fith, of which they are fo greedy, that if
you only counterfeit one of them, by co-
vering the hook with a little linen, and
two white feathers, and let it hang at the
end of a rod, or behind the ftern, they will
be fure to bite directly,. 'We ufed no other
bait ; and it fucceeded fo well, that we
‘took a prodigious quantity of them, part
of which we falted, for fear of fcar-
city. ‘The bonite and grand oreille are a
middling fpecies of tunny-fith, and have
altogether the fame talte : the goldennis is

Y fomewhat
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. - {omewhat inferior to them'in this refpeét;
Efpﬁé;_ but greatly furpafies them in beauty: and
without doubt, it is the beautifulleft fith in
the fea. The colour of its body is a datk
blue ground, which in the water appears
like an azure blue, and after pafling
~through all the gradations of green and
violet, is loft in a gold luftre, diffufed all
round its fides, which gives it the richeft
drefs that can poflibly be imagined.

s.,jcc'emé-:  To this firft calm fucceeded feveral
3 others, the fhorteft of which were from
three to eight days; nor did they leave us
till we had paflfed the joth degree of la-
titude. There we had fouth-weft winds, -
by the help of which we intended to put
into the neareft of the Azores. This was
the beft thing we could do in our prefent
fituation, when we wanted both bifcuit
and frefh water, and the greateft part of
our fhip’s company were unfit fof fervice,

- A few days after we deferied a very
high foggy land, which we found to be
the
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the ifle of Pico; and near it was that of 17353.

Fayal. We made all the fail we could to-
" wards the latter, and entered the harbour
to the eaftward the 2oth of Oc&ober.
There we caft anchor in fifteen fathoms,
afterwards in nine, a fandy bottom;
{ubject to magnetical attraction, and a bad
holding ground. This is the only port
in the ifland of Fayal; and though it feems
to be fheltered by two great mountains,
yet it is expofed to the north-eaft and
fouth-eaft winds;, which occafion a very
rough fea, efpecially in autumn, and drive
the thips oft the coaft, unlefs they are well
moored with three and even four anchors.
From the welt winds it is covered by the
ifland itfelf, out of which it is fcooped,
as it were, in a femicircle, four hundred
fathoms wide, and three hundred deep.
The ifland of Pico, which is two leagues
over againft it, fhelters it alfo from the
general eaft winds; but on the other hand,
it is the caufe of its being annoyed by
others far mora dangerous: for it refleéts
the fouth-welt and north-weft winds that

X 3 corme
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come towards it ; and it ftops the clouds,
which occafion fuch a variation of winds.
I obferved during my ftay at Fayal, and
the inhabitants affured me, they had long
experienced it, that as often as the ifle of
Pico is darkened by a fog, it is productive of
wind ; and this they look upon as their
moft faithful anemofcope *. It is likely
that this mountain has the fame effe@ as
an unele@rified body, which attratteth
the clouds; whence it happens, that the
ambient air, being prefled unequally on all
fides, is forced to take an irregular courfe.
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Theitid ~ The Pico of the Azores is hardly
more than half a league in perpendicular
height: when viewed from the fide of
Fayal, it has the form of a fhort cone,
terminating in a fharp nipple, and is in 38
deg. 35m. north latitude, and 3; deg.
weft longitude. This is the only moun-
tain in the ifland of the fame name, which
may be looked upon as the vineyard plot

* An inftrument which thews from what fide the winds
blow,
of
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~ of Fayal: for the latter depends there-
on, and all its inhabitants have their
country houfes there, with their farms
and vineyards, which they cultivate
with great care. Thither they go every
year to attend their vintage, which pro-
duceth two forts of white wine, like fack,
but of an inferior quality. Their malmfey
is not fo lufcious: but the dry or table
wine is almoft as ftrong as brandy, and
quickly mounts up to the head. As foon
as their wines are made, they convey
them in September and O&ober to their
cellars in Fayal, from whence they are
exported to Brafil and fome other parts
of the world, by the name of wines of
Fayal, though this ifland produceth none,
and they all come from Pico.

If Fayal was not expofed to fuch
frequent gufts of wind, it would be
one of the moft beautiful harbours in the
world, becaufe of the delightful pro-
fpect it affords, to thofe who approach it
by fea. The flay we made there, be-

¥ fore
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fore we went on fhore, gave me an op-
portunity to view it at my full leifure. It
appears like a mountain fcooped into a
femicircle, and divided into four or five
fummits, covered with trees, which
defcend down, as far as the fea, by a very
gentle declivity. At the foot of this
mountain the town winds along the
port, and is furrounded with a great
number of gardens, ranged one over the
other in the form of an amphitheatre,
which even in its irregularity affords a
moft charming view to the eye. The an-
choring place is like that of Santa Cruz
in the ifland of Tenerif, with this differ-
ence, that the fhore is lefs fteep, and is
covered with a pretty fine fand or gravel,
of a blackifh colour, on which it is eafier
landing.

About the middle of the harbour there
is a kind of fort, the walls of which are
wafthed by the fea. The town comes
next, and is of the fame figure as
the harbour: it 1s governed by a

Capitan
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Capitan -mor *,  and  very -populous.

.....

There are five thoufand; inhabitants; ;alk
Portuguefe, moft of them ecclefaftics,

and religious of, both. fexes ; for -indeed, I:

never {aw {fo many convents in one town.
The churches :are=handfome and properly
maintained. There 'are alfo feveral good

buildings, among the reft the college be-

longing to the Jefuits, who are temporal
lords of the ifland.: The burghers -houfes
are very neat, all wainfcotted and inlaid,
whence one may judge, that they are in
no want of wood.

The ifland of Fayal is in a fine climate:
the air is very good, and preferves dur-
ing the whole winter a fufficient tempera-
ture, to have no occafion for fire; and in-
deed they never warm themfelves, nor do
you fee any chimney in their houfes. In
fummer it is conftantly refrethed with

* The following: are the governor's titles, which he
gave me in writing : - Signor Jeronimo de Brum da Silveira
Perras Fidalgo da cafa de fua Mag. e Cavaleiro Porfeffa
na Ordem de Chryflo Capitans, Maior da C ap:mma das
Ilbas dos Afores Fayal e Pico,

Y 4 * breezes ;
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53. breezes: for ‘as it is fituate in the middle
Ofne  of the fea, it is fure to receive them from

what quarter {oever they blow ; and the-y
render the heats fupportble. -

iiiar o Thf: foil 1s not lefs te be admired than
el the temperature of the air: as it is red
and ftony, and in that refpe@ very like
the foil of the ifle of Pico, it wnhldl be
extremely fit for producing good wines;
but there is not room enough, and there-
fore they are fatisfied with planting fuch
things as are moft neceflary for life.  The
moifture of the mountains preferves its fer-
tility : their tops are covered with very
beautiful trees, as walnut and chefnut trees,
white poplars, and efpecially ftrawberry-
trees, that never lole their verdure. Itis
owing to the prodigious quantity of the
latter in this ifland, that the Portu-
guefe have given it the name of Fayal,
which in their language fignifies a ftraw-
berry-tree. The juice or moifture of the
earth is wonderful, being in conftant cul-
ture : it never lies idle, and yet is con-

tinually producing the feveral fruits of the
2 carth,



TO SENEGAL;&.. 329
earth.. On the umbrageous hills they 1753.
plant a great many roots, as potatoes and a0
colocafia, which ferve to feed their do-
meftics. The fields are like unto fo
many gardens, parted from one another
by dry walls, bréaft high: they are fet
afide for corn; but what little they gather,
‘15 hardly fufficient to maintain the in-
habitants; who fupply what is wanting
with maiz, lupines, little ciches, and
fome other legumes, which grow better
upon the fide of the hill.

They have likewife a confiderable de- Garieas,
pendence upon their gardens, where they
cultivate a great number of fruit-trees,
oranges and citrons of all forts, pear,
apple, fig, and pomegranate trees, vines,
and olives, with herbs of various
forts. Melons, giromons, - {weet ca-
labathes, ¥ and feveral other fruits of
the earth, grow almoft fpontaneouily.

* Cucurbita oblonga, flore albo, folio molli. C. B. Pir,
Morifs Hift, feid. 1. tab, §. fig. 3.
There
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There is nothing wanting, but for the in-
habitants ‘to lay out their = gardens in
more order, and to drefs them a
little better; as they have plenty of
flowers. - For borders, they have a great
deal of onions, thyme, lavender, fage,
rofemary, {weet bafil, and aromatic plants.
The pink, the gilliflower, the balfam
apple, the jeflamin, the &alifier*, the
afphodel-lillies}, the daftodils, and the tu-
berofe, were in flower in the beginning
of the month of November. At the
fame time the lupines, -+ with which they
had planted the hills, had fhot out of

the ground, and probably were to be ripe
the month of January following,

It is impofiible to find any where elfe
greater plenty of cattle. They have ex-
cellent oxen, fheep, and {wine: they

likewife breed all forts of poultry, Fifh

* Cannacorus ampliffimo folio, flore rutilo. Iuf, pag. 367.
1 Lilio-afphodelus puniceus. Cluf. Hifl. 1. pag. 137.
1+ Lupinus albus. Park. Morif. Hifl. e}, 2. tab, 7. Ji8e 3

is
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is not very common, and they have none
but from the fea. At that time they
were fithing for {mall foles and flounders,
which they catched eafily with a rod.
I obferved a certain conformity between
this ifland and that of Tenerif, as it has
very little-game, and few birds. In
feveral of my walks, for two leagues all
round, I met with only afew hares, and

331
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fome quail fcattered about the fields.

True it is, that there were blackbirds on
the tops of the mountains ; and I {faw a great
number of them myfelf, whofe black
plumage was agreeably {peckled with

white: they perched in companies on

ftrawberry-trees, eating the fruit, and
chattering all the time.

Though autumn is a very agreeable
{eafon in theAzores orWeftern Ifles, yet the
fkies began to be over-caft and to threaten
rain. The ifland of Fayal is more rainy
than the reft; doubtlefs, becaufe of the
ifle of Pico, and its own mountains, which
determine the clouds to ftop there. Hence

arife

Springwatess
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arife a great number of fprings, which
appear every where, even in feveral parts
of the town, where they are collected in
well-paved cifterns. The water of thefe
{prings, though very pure, is heavy and
extremely crude; to me it appeared to
have a tinGture of mineral, and of the
ferruginous kind,

‘The higheft mountain in this ifland
is very near its center, within two leagues
and an half from the town. Heretofore
it vomited fire with combuftible mat-
ter, and caufed frequent earthquakes.
The eruption in 1672 was the laft: it
left at the mouth of the volcano a large
bafon, which, according to the tefti-
mony of the inhabitants, has the figure
of a parellelogram, furrounded with a
very high wall, and fo regular, that one
would take it to be done by art, if we
did not know for certain, that it owes its
origin to fubterraneous fires. The rain-
waters have now filled this bafon, and

formed it into a kind of lake; or, to ex-
prefs
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prefs  myfelf more properly, a re-
fervoir of fine water, greatly ad-
mired by the inhabitants. There can
be no doubt, but that the whole furface
of the ifland has been raifed by means of
this or feveral volcanos together; for it
has no other ftone than different kinds
of lavas, mixed with burnt flones
and pumices. ‘The grain of thofe
lavas is much thicker than that of the
ftones of the ifland of ‘Tenerif, of

which I have made mention in the
beginning of this narrative.*®

This relaxation, though fomewhat long,
cave me a great deal of pleafure. Befides
the knowledge 1 thereby acquired of a
country, which I had never feen before, I
refrethed myfelf after the fatigues of my
voyage, and was better prepared for that
to France. The ufual flownes of the
Portuguefe, and the difficulty we had
from the roughnefs of the fea, in laying in

* See page 20,
a freth
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a frefh ftore of water, wood, bifcuit, flour,
beef, fowls, and other provifions, hindered

us from leaving the port of ‘Fayal till the

8th of November. The wind was at
fouth-weft, fo that we foon loft fight of

the Azores. I embraced the opportunity

of the calmnefs of the weather, to fill a
fecond bottle of water within three hun-
dred leagues of the coaft of France: and
this -was all I wanted, in order to
make a comparifon between it, and the

bettle - I had filled in the {fea of

Senegal,

QOur voyage from Senegal to Fayal had
been very tedious; but that from Fayal -
to France proved moft dangerous. We
had {carcely advanced fifty leagues from
the Azores, when a boifterous fouth-eaft
wind. fpread itfelf over the deep, and af-
failed vs with a ftorm which lafted two
months, We were obliged to furl our
fails; and in this condition we tumbled
and tofled about, at the mercy of the
waves. Imagine to yourfelf the fituation

of
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of "a crazy « veflel, exp’dfedi to a tem-
peftuous ocean, now rifing a-top a wa-
tery mountain, and now finking into an
-abyfs; battered in flank by one wave,
overborne by another,which in falling feems
as if it would dafh itinto a thoufand pieces.
Imagine at the fame time the uneafy con-
dition of a voyager, who feeks for repofe,
‘which ‘he can no where find; the per-
plexity of a pilot, whofe art is baflled,
and who in vain looks up to the heavens
tofind out his courfe,while thick clouds and
foaming billows feem to confpire againft
him : 1magine, in fhort, the confufion even
of the moft experienced mariner, who fees a
thip difappear on one fide of him; how
forlorn, how comfortlefs the fcene !

Such was our fituation during the
two fhorteft months in the year; and in
fuch diftrefs were we toffed to and fro,
both in the Ocean and the Channel,
-whither we were forced by the currents,
‘and where we were every day obliged to
avoid the very land we fought for left

we
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17¢4. we fhould fplit on the rocks, which
Jmuay.  ahounded on that coaft: when a calm
enfuing, we took advantage of it to get
out of the Channel, and to feek for fhelter
in Breft. For the violence of the f{torm
had torn our fails to pieces, broke all
our tackling, and damaged the body
of the veflel ; and as provifions were alfo
thort, we could not in this condition
reach I'Orient, our deftined harbour, eyen
if we had had the moft favourable gales.

4 January, As {oon as we came to the 1fle Df‘
Etﬁii’ﬂ Uthant, we took a coafting pilot on board,
“*  who brought us into the harbour of Breft,
the 4th of January, 1754. The reader

may judge of the ftate I was in, upon my

arrival at this port, after a very hard

voyage of four months, which 1 had under-

taken juft as T was recovering from a dange-

rous ficknefs, the remembrance whereof

was ftill more affli¢ting to me, when I per-

ceived that moft of the plants which occa-

fioned it, were deftroyed by the feverity

of the feafon. While our veflel was

refitting
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refitting, in order to proceed on her
voyage to port I'Orient, I pafled a
month at Breft for the recovery of
my health, and to prepare myfelf for
my journey to Paris: this I performed
in the midft of the froft and fnows of
the month of February, which, as every
body knows, were extremely piercing,
efpecially in Brittany. The reft of my
plants were killed by the cold: how-
ever .they did me a piece of fervice
in convincing me, that even the falteft
water, fuch as that of Senegal, is ca-
pable of being frozen. The two bot-
tles I brought from thence, well co-
vered with hay, were broke by the
ice congealed within them, which
tafted quite freth, as Mr. de Juffieu
and 1 obferved, upon my arrival at
Paris the 18th of February, after up-
wards of five years abfence.

F b N B8
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