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PREFACE.

ncceffary to give an account of wuiy
undertaking, which is rather to en-
quire into the abufes, and to fbow
ihe iﬂﬁiﬁfﬂieﬁcy of Humane Learning,
than wholly to defereditits ufe. - No
Man ezer did this, without difpa-
raging his own ‘Onderflanding, ner
‘decryd Learning but for want of it
"1t baving beern an old Obferwation,
that will hold perpetually, That
Kunowledge bas no Enemies except
the Ignorant.  An attempt of this
natire would be wutterlly impracti-
cable, for either it would be well'
perfornrd, and ihen it muftbe done:
by rmf&m borrow’d from the Stores:
of Learning, by which wucans by
reafoning againft Learning, we mnft!
at the [ame time reafon for it, and!
all our Arguments muft veturn upon
ns, or if the per:fﬂrm.ancc were #H—-f
learned, it would be 1o no purpofe,,
and might as well be let alone. This:
then is po part of my defign, ;

Alll



PREFACE. |
All that T intend, is, to takeit
down from its [uppos’d beights, by
expofing the vanity of it in feveral
particulars,  its Infufficiency in the
reft, and I beliewe I might [ay, its
difficulties, in all :  And there is
the more need of this in an Age, in
- whieh it feems to be too much nag-
nifed, and where Men are fond of
- Learning almoft to the lofs of Rel:-
gion, Learning is onr great iana,
nothing will pafs with our Men of
Wit and Senfe, but what is agreca-
ble with the niccft Reafon, and eve-
ry Man’s Reafon is his own Unler-
Janding : For if you examine them
to the bottom, thefe mighty Pretesn-
ders have no truer gronnds to go
_upon than other Men, only they af-
fect a liberty of judging according to
themfelyes, and (if they could be
allow’d it) of making their own judg-
ment a Standard of others. They
plead for vight Reafon, but they
\prean their own, and talk of a rea-

A 3 ﬁfmf)f ¢

































‘ADDEND 4

VW HAT Ihave faid Chap. 10. of the certainty

we have from Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, is eafily
thown in the main points of Religion ; which, for
example the Canon of Scripture and the Creed, be-
fides that they are attefted to by Ecclefiaftical Wri-
ters, areinferted into the Definitions or Canons of
General Councils;, of a Provincial Council, and
that again receivid into the Code of the Univer/al
Church: So that for the main points of Religion we
have the Teftimony in a manner of the whole Chri-
ftian World, and that in mattersof the greateft
confequence to mankinde, in which the Care and
Integrity of the Reporters cannot pofiibly be ful-
pected. A Degreeof affurance only fhort of Di-
vine, and beyond any thing we have from Prophane
Story, tho that too in the main may be certain
enough,

ADVERTISEMENT.

Reviarium Chronologicum. Being & Treatife deferi-

2} bing the Terms and moft celebrased Charaders, Periods
and Fpocha’s us’d in Chronology, by which thar ufeful
Science may eafily be arsairted 1o wrir in Latin, by Gilies
Str::luchlqs, D. D, and now done into Englifb, from the
Third Edition, with Additions, Primed for  A. Bofvile
4t she Dial againft St. Dunftans Church in Fleet-Rreet,
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Refleélions upon Learning.

fuch a connexion among moft Tongues
of the fame kind,thatit 1s hard ro excell in
any one, without fome tolerable skill in

 the reft. This is precty plain in the Greek
and Latin, and the reafonis clearerin the

Faftern Tongues, where the affinity is

- greater. 'T'wo of the Languages that in

(O Wl
Prelog. 14,
v '§. 5"

(5 Wik,
E. Ch. cap,
wit.

their different kinds pretend to moft Leara
ning, (Ido nothere inquire, how truly)
arethe Arabic and Greek, and it happens
not well, that thefe twoare the moft co-
piousand difficult. They that have skill
(#)in the firft aflure ws, that it abounds in
Synonymous Words, that it has five hun-
dred words fora Lyon,and almoft a thous
fand fora Sword, which are enough to
make an intire Language, and almoft as
many as all the Radicals in the Hebrew
Tongue.  And as forthe Greek, which is
unconteftedly Learned, moft know how
copious it is, for tho its Radicals are
not {0 many as might be imagin’d, which
fome have computed not much to exceed
three thoufand, (4) yer thisisabundant.
ly made upin its Compofitions,and how-
ever fimple it may be in its Roots,it {preads
very widely in its Branches : If we add
to this, its many different diale&ts, and
all the various Infletions of Nouns and
‘Yerbs, which diverfifie words, and diftin-

guilh

































Refletions upon Lcafning-.

they do not rife above their Level, or
that while they lay down Rules in this
Art, they {carce write in tolerable Latin:
Prifeian himfelf will be no exception to
this, who notwithftanding his {triétnefs
in giving Rules and feverity in cen{uring
others, Eas much ado to preferve himfelf
. from Barbarifm: Let any one read fome

~of his fir(t lines, he will need gono far-
~ therto make a judgment.

Some of our Modern Criticks have de-
~ferv’d well of this Arc, who as they

have us’d more perfpicuity, fo they have
writ with much greater Purity,than moft
of the Ancient Grammarians havedone ;
. Valla,Erafmus,and our Linacer have taken
- much pains and {hown great Judgment
- in this matter ; and yet after all, as if
nothing had been done, arifeth Sanifius,
- and after him Schioppins, and Correlt
all that had gone before them. Cicero
. and - Quinétilian were blind with thefe
Men, who make {uch difcoveries, as
- never had been thought of, by any of
the Ancients; all Grammar betorethem
- was, Cloacina, polluted and full of mi-
dtakes ; theirs only is the true way,
- which they pretend is highly Rational,
~containing  few and eafic Rules, and

_ under thefe fcarce any exceptions. Tiu:i-:
¢ 3 i
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Refletions upon Learning. 28

to us, who live at this diftance,and want
many of their helps : Our greateft light
- muft be borrow’d from their Books, and
we can be only more happy in the appli-
~ cation.  Accordingly we follow them .
pretty clofe, and are much more directed -
by the cuftom of Ancient and Approved
Authors,than by the reafon of words that
is perpetually varying. How many words
are there agreeable enough with Analo-
%, and of Modern ufe among learned

en, which yet,becaufe they are not us'd
by the Ancients, are not only diflik’d,buc
are look’d upon by the Critics, as vitia
Sermonis ¢ Innumerable in{tances may be
had (%) in Voffius : few Men would be a-
fraid to ufe, Lucertitudo, lngrasitudo,and ™ D¢
other words of the like nature; there is . ;fi;r*
nothing difagreeable in them, ordifpro./m.
portionable to Speech; and yet becaufe
‘they have not been us’d by the beft
Claflic Authors, but havebeenfeeming-
ly avoided, when they came in their
way, and either paraphras’d, or Greek
words put in their room, they have
been exploded by our Modern Ciritics.
The Awromalifms in wordshave been fo
many, and the- differences yet more a-
monrg thofe that have treated of them,
that {ome have gone fo far asto dezl:ny
S

'y
% 3



26 RefleSiions upon Learning.

the thing it {elf , and to allow 1o
Analogy either in the Greek or Latin

Tongue. | i
3. Grammar has fared no better in
the conftructive part, whether we will
be guided by Rules, or Authority of
Beft Authors; the number of Rules is
become a Burden, and the multitude of
exceptions is yet more vexatious : If we
will believe Schioppius, there are five hun-

dred Rules in our Common Grammars,
in the Syntax only of Nouns and Verbs

and Participles, and {carce any ,of thofe
- without their exceptions, and {a pro-
portionably in the other parts of Syn.

tax ; all which muft imploy a great part
of ourtime. Or if we will be directed

by Authorities, the Critics have been fo
unmercifully fevere,that we fcarce know,

which to follow : Cicero, tho the moft
unexceptionable, has not efcap’d their
cenfure, he has been pelted by them,

and Valla and Erafmus have charg’d him
with Solcecifms. Diutins commorans A

thenis erat: animus ad te feribere ;

ovid. A Quam in animo haberem navigands
Eraf.Cice- (0) are noted paflages to this purpofe.
s And indeed  tho Cigero be look’d upon
F.833.%.3s8 a Standard of nguage with us, yet
e 55, he was oy foto thofeof hisown Age;

cap. 25,

-



| Reﬂe&fam upon Learning, | 27

“Articus (p) in an Epiftle to him, charg-) L
eth him with falfe Latin, and being put * 3
upona vindication, he defends himfelf

by the authority of Terence ; of that what-
ever Cicero be to us, Terence was then

the better Authority. Neither {0 them
fureare unexceptionable, nor any other
that we can meet with, tho we fhould
carry our fearch through the whole Set.

4. Pronunciation has' been the Sub-
je&t of great Debates, efpecially in the
Greek Tongue, the pronunciation of
which has been more neglected : And
tho at firlt view, it may feem a light
thing, and hardly worth a Debate, yet

the negleét of it, has been of very ill.

~ confequence to that Tongue. Torwhile

the Modern Grecks had little regard to

the powers of their Letters, and mix’d

and’ confounded the founds of their
Vowels and Diphthongs, and run moft

of them intoone, in their pronunciation,

the ycamear laft in many words, to write

as they {poke, ' which was one great oc-
¢afion of the corruption of their "Tongue.
"I'his vicious way of {peaking wasbrought

by the exil’d Greeksinto Iraly, and from
thence together with Learning, {pread
over the greateft part of Ewrope, till it
et witha check here in England, from
£ | 599



28 Refleltions upon Learning,.

two very Eminent Men, both of them
{ucceffively Profeflors in the Vniverfity
of Cambridge, Siv Thomas Smith, and Sir
Jobn Cheek, And becaufe the Copntro-
verfieis not much known, and may af.
ford fome light to the pronunciation of
the Greek, 1 will give a brief account

of this Grammatical War.
It was inthe latter end of Hexn, VIII’s
Reign, thar Smithand Cheek began to ob-
ferve the inconveniencies inthis {ort of
ronunciation; they {aw that not only the
geanty of the Language was loft in this
way, but likewifeits very Spirit and Life
were gone, by the lofs of fo many Vow-
els and Diphthnn]gs, and the Language
become jejuze and languid : In this way
of fpeaking it, nothing of numerofity
appear’d in the Ancient Orators and
Rbhetoricians, nor thofe flowing Periods,
for which they had been renowned 1
Old Greece ; neither cold they them-
@v.cher {elves fhew their Eloquence , 1n their
f:f;fg- Orations or Le@ures, for want of the
mene. Djf- Beauty and vagric;y of founds. This put
P them upon thinking of a2 Reformation,
Wins fpurf (4)  and hzwmg_ confulted moft of the
o smih - Ancient Rhetoricians, and other Greek
vy Authors, who had  treated of Sounds
- = and finding fufficient grounds from
g ; thence






30 Reflellions upon Learning: =~
Aisb e, & e abt, fono ne diftinguito, tan-
tum in Orthographia - diftrimen [ervato
n & vy une eodemque [010 exprimito ———

Ne multa. In [onis omnino ne pf.rifq/&’- :
phator, fed utitor priefeitibus———

After fucha publick Declaration,there
was no farther room for private judg-
ment, an obedience was paid, and Gar-
diner’s way prevail’d, tilla Reforma-
tion in Religion, made way fora Refor-
mation in Ianguage, that has obtain’d
ever fince. However, the Controverfie
was then manag’d with much warmth
and Learning; Gardiner infilted princi- '
“pally upon Cuftom, and the Authority
of the prefent Greeks: on the other fide
they pleaded Antiquity, and thatdrawn
down from the moft Ancient Authors ;

. feveral of the Greek Rhetoricians were
brought 1into the Controverfie, and o-
ther Authors that had dropt any expref-
fion that look’d that way, and a Man
would wonder to fee fo much Learning
{hewn on {fodry a Subjec. Where the
vittory lay is pretty vifible, and fo great
‘a Man () as D« Frefze could not have

gﬁgﬁ’if been at a lofs, how to determine the
§ 1z matter, had he not been poffefled
©‘with partiality for a Party , which he
{hows





















Refletions upon Learning. 37

~ fame time the skill to conceal it, for when

ever Art appears, it lofeth its etfe€t, and
nothing can pleafe much lefs perfwade,
but what is narural. The molt external
thingsareneceflary tohis accomplitbment,
he muft not only have Eloquence in his
words, but likewife in his looks, decent
motions, and an air of per{walion, that
graceful attionand pronunciation, which
Demofthenes made the firft "and fecond and
third thing,and which had {o greata (hare
in hisown Compofures, that weare not
to wonder, that his Orations pleale lefs in
the reading, than they did in thedelive-
rance, as wanting three parts of what
they had when they were {poke.

Thefe being the qualifications that
are neceflary to a compleat and perfect
Orator, i1t 15 next to impo{fihile, there
fhould ever be any fuch Man. If any
fuch were, in whom all thefe conditi-
ons met, it muft have been he who re-
uires them, I mean Cicero, who had
the happielt Genzus, and that cultivated
- with the greateft Art and Induftry, that
perhaps ever Man had ; he whom Qu/z-
¢tilian (y) oppofeth to all the Grecian () 1.10.
Orators, to whom he gives the Force ¢4 1.

Of Demofthenes, the fweetneSs of ocrates,
: D3 and















42

{e) Male-
braneh,

Recherch,
Par. 2.1
2. ch. 4
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Reflelions upon Learning.

There are few that read Sewecs, that
do not imgine he writes with great
force and ftrength, his thoughts are
lofty, almoft every line in himis a Sen-
tence, and every Sentence does feem 2
Reafon , and yet it has been well ob-
ferv’d, by a Mafter in the Art of think-
ing (¢), who has taken fome pains in
unravelling fome of his loftieft exprefs -
fions, that there i1s little more in him
at the bottom, thana Pomp of Words.
And the fame obfervation is made there,
upon two other Authors, the one of
whom is not {fo proper to be mentioned?
the other is not worth the mention ;
All of them are known, and are ag
much quoted, and will go as far in
popular difcourfes as Authors of clofer
thought.
* 1t is not enough to fay, that this is
the fault of thefe Authors and not of
Eloquence, for itsend being to perfwade,
and the perfons whom we areto dea]
with, being ufually the People, who as
they are the moft, are not generally the
wifeft, if we would perfwade them,
we muft fuit our {elves to their capa-
cities, otherwife we muft be content to

lofe our end. An appofite Similitude

is argument with them, and a quaint
3o | aying
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faying will go farther than a fubftantial
Reafon, for being guided by Imagina-
tion, they are moft affeCted with {enfi-
~ ble refemblances, and not having capa-
city to penterate into things, that which
is eafielt and lies uppermoft perfwades
them moft: So that unlefs we could
make them wife, they will be eafie and
credulous, and will be lead by appea-
~ rancesinfteadof Truth.  And this isone
Reafon , why Eloquence could never
flourifh, at leaft not arrive to any con-
fiderable height, unlefs it were among
a people, thathad underftandings above
theordinary fize, fuch as the Athenians
once were, and afterwards the Rowmans ;
‘And for the famereafon 1t is, that the
wifet Men are not always the beft O-
rators, eitherat the Barorinthe Chair,
for they are too much above the People’s
level, their Artillery fhoots over, and
it ‘is no wonder if they mifs their aim.
And if it be yet faid, there is notwith-
ftanding fuch athing as true Eloquence,
that will always have its force with
Wifemen ; I grant there is, but befides
that this is to reftrain it toa very narrow'
compafs, Wife Men will be moft guid-

~ ed by wife confiderations, fuch as are

grounded uponclofe Argument and Ra-

43
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tional Conclufions, ‘which are more pro-
perly the bufinefs of Logic than of
Rhetoric and Eloquence.

Having gone thus far in my refle@ions,
principally with regard to the Ancient Q-
rators, it 1s almoft needlefs to examine the
Moderns ; fome of their Patrons in other
forts of Learning,have given up the com-
parifon in this; {o that if the Ancients are
tound to be wanting in perfe&tion, weare:
not to expet to find it in the Moderns,
Howevera Word or twoof them, The
French have fhown moft care in this par-
ticular, among whom an Academy has
been ereted for the refining their Lan-
guage ; the Members whereof havefpent
whole days in examining the propriety of
a word, and have been no lefs accurate
in {tudying the Beauties and Ornaments
of Speech and Numerofity of their pe-
riods: But I doubt the obfervation is
true , that whillt they have been {o
fcrupuloufly nice, they have run inte
the fault of over much sccuracy, and
by adding Beauty to their Language
have broken its ftrength ; by {pining and
refining it, and giving it too much paint
and flourith, much of its mafeuline
ftrength is loft, and I have fometimes
thoughe, that it boded not well to that

\ - S{}:
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Society,that their firft Prize of Eloquence
was given to2a Woman (). Itiscertain-(f) Mad.
ly a fault in Oratory to be too curious in 2"
the choice of words, a bold Period, tho’ a-
gainft Rulewill pleafe more,than to beal-
ways in phrafe, anda decent negligence
is often a Beauty in expreflion, as well as
Drefs; whereas by being over corrett or
always flourifhing, our Periods become
either too lulcious or too ftiff. And yet
tho’ fome Members of the French Academy
have pretty freely cenfur’d this fault,and
have defervedly laugh’d at fome Gentle-
men, thatdid not only mifpend their
in ftudi’d Periods, but in avoiding rough
and unfounding words, it is plain fome of
their own Brethren have run into the
{ame fault, and have been curious and
affeted in their Style, almoft to a de-
gree of fuperftition. For what can be
faid lefs of him who compos’d (g) a(g) M. 4
large Book in five Volumes, in all which ¢
he declin'd making ufe of.a commonand iz, 44
almoft unavoidable word (%), only be- f7an.p.
caufe it did not pleafe him ? ordid M.} ¢,
Vaugelss employ his time better, who
having undertaken the Tranflation of
. Quintas Curtius, no very great perfor-
mance, {pent thirty years in tranflating

his Author, and yet left it an finith’d
- work ?
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would pleafe, without a fantaftick Drefs
and jingle of Woids:  And tho in thé
following Reign; .this way of writing
was mueh laid alide, yet eventhen they
larded their Difcourfes fo thick with
Sentences of Greek and Latin, thit as
things now are; it would be a hard mac+
ter t0 excufe them from Pedantry. W hat
{ort of Oratory obtain’d 1 the ldte tiines
of Confufion; is well known; efpecial-
lv inthe Pulpet:  As if the obfervatis
o of our Neighbours had been calcu-
lated for them, little Similitudes and
odd Examples, and a worfe fort of
Cant, was the Eldquence of thefe times,
which norwithftanding charm’d the
Yeople to that degree, that it hurryd
them befides themfelves, and almoft
out of their Wits. And tho Oratory
may be thought to be now at its full
height, and we may flateerour {elves,
that nothing can be added ro the Strength
and Solidity of thofe Difcourfes, that
are publifhed among wus almolt every
day, upon every Subjett ; yet T will
not underrake but that fomewhat may
be produc’d in the next Age, fo much
more perfect, at leaft more pleafing,
than any thing we yet have, that the
prefent Eloquence fhall be loddit upon by

E our
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our Potterity with the fame negle€t,with
which we ncw treat the performances of
our Fore-fathers. - No doubt, whatthey
writ pleas’d their own Age, as much as
our moft boafted Pieces pleafe now, and
we ought not. to be too confident in our
own performances, withdif-regard to o-
ther ages; unlefs we will make our felves
the Standard of  Eloquence, and notgive
other Men leave' to judge of us, as we
have done of thofe before us.

I know no reafon , why it may not
vary according to times as well as places,
which in the latter cafe it o evidently
dues, That, that which is lookt upon as
Elegant in one Nation, would be aught
at by another People. The Eaftern Na-

tions arcfo different from us in their ftile,
that could our moft Elegant Compofures’

beunderftood by them, they would be
thought flat and infipid, they being fo
accuftomed to Sublime and Lofty Ex-
]EJ)I'E‘HE{}I]S, that nothing will affe& them,

ut what 1s fetch’d from the Sun and

Moon and Stars. ' And’ nearer home,

where the difference ought not tobe fo

confiderable,the Freuch and Iralians;who
have taken fuch pains,and fpent fo much
time in polifhing their Stile, yet charge

one another wich imperfectionsin their

way
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| Kcﬁe&fan: upon Learning.

There was little confiderable donein
this matter betore Ariftotle, (for the Eleas
tic Logic wasonlyvan Art of Wrangling,

‘as the Académic, was of doubting ) He

was the great advancer of this Art,info-
wich that ever fince his time, the main
arounds of reafoning have been borrow’d
from him, evenby thofe that have de-
fpis’d him. ~Butas nothing can be begun
and perfeted together, fo his Logic has
been charg’d ' with feveral defelts ; for
whereas all Logic is properly reduceable
to the four principal operations of the
Mind, thetwo firft of thefe, have been
handled by Ariflosle very periunétorily,
to fay noworfe, and of the fourth he has
faid nothing at all: Moftof his time has
been {rent upon the third operation, of
which he has treated fo largely, that his
Logic isinefiect, an Arto 'Syﬂogiziﬁ_g.’_
In this he glories as his own invention,
and has been fo much valu’d uponit by
fome, that it has been {til’d by a mo-
dern Author , (%) the greareft effort of
bumane Wir. But tho the Invention be
confefledly extraordinary, toreduce our
vague thoughts and loofe reafonings ,
¢hat are amolt infinite tocertain Rules,
and make them conclude in Mode and Fi-
gure; yet wholoever confiders the nature
of
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of a Syllogifm, in how many things it
may be falfe in theMatterand peccantin
Form, That not only the Terms and Pro-
pofitions muft anfwer to one another,
but muft be adapted to the notions of
things, and that thefe tooare hard tobe
connetted ; whillt every lictle {lipin a
Propofition or Ambiguity in a word can
fpoil the Syllogifm, will havea lefsopi-
nion of its conclufivenefs and will find
it a hard thing, to bind any Syllogi{m fo
clofe upon the mind, asnot to be evaded
under fome plaufible diftinction.

Another Modern (#) I am fure had ) Baron,
this opinion of the matter, for which ;":f’f,_a: |
reafon he thought it neceffary to {eek out 13:.
another fort of Logic.

I only hint at the principal operations
of the Mind, for if I fhould defcend to lefs
particulars, there arefew thingsin Ari-
flotle, that have not beenexcepted againit
by Modern Authors ; fome of whom
have gone fo far as to queftion the genu-
inenefs of his books, 1ecaufe forfooth,
they cannot difcover in them that Flumen
Orationis, that Cicero fpeaks of. But tho
there can be no fufficient ground tothink
them {purious, notwithftanding betterar-
guments have been brought to that pur-
pofe by an Eminent Philofopher of thefo
: E 3 lates
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s not worth much notice, having had
ittle occafion to make ufe of this Art, and

i;i

|

‘what they have of it to purpofe being bor-

s M |
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rowed from Arifforle ;theactive hife was

their bufinefs, and difputing never feems

to have been much in fafhion with them.

However when Cicero begun torevive

in thefe later ages, thisfort of Logicwas -
again attempted ; the Men of nice Palates:

could not relifh Arifforle, ashewas dreft
up by the Schoolmen, and were fo madly
{truck with Cicero, that they thought all
fort of Learning was to be borrow’d
from his Stories ! Cicerois drawn in be-
yond his Province, and his Topscs ranfack-
ed to framea Logic : But tho thefe' Men

“were extraordinary Perfons, yet nothing

{hows more plainly, how neceflary it s
for Men to keep within their proper
bounds ; For when they come totreat of
this matter, it is fo foreign and unweildy
in their hands,” thit they make very ors
dinary work: They bring indeed {fomg
plaufible objections againft Arifforle, and
{o far they are wichin their proper Sphere,
but when' they fhould lay down {fome-
what new of their own, they either offer
nothing, or what they do, is {o unfucces-
fufly, as only to fhow thatthey are out of
theit Element, and that Logic is none of
' | E 4 theig
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their Talent. T fpeak this of the firft
Reformers of Learning, for tho Ramus
ron in with them, in his oppofition to
Ariftotle, yer hie has out-done them in this,
that he himfelf’ has given usa plaufible
Syftem 5 (For 1 cannot look upon ¥al-
{a’s performance to be fo much) which
tho it was much Read and Comment-
ed on, upon its firft appearing in the
World, yet feems now to be dif-regards

~ed,and in che pext Age may probably be

furgc-r:
My Eord Bacen faw clearer into the
defelts of this Art, than moft Men did,
and being neither fatisfied with the
vulgar Logic, nor with its Reformas
tions that were made, fuitably to his
vaft and enterprizing Genius, atrempred
a Logick wholly new, thePlan of which
15 laid down 1n his Novum Organym.
The way of Syllogizing feem’d to him
very fallacious, and too dependent upon,
words, to be much reli’d on, hisfearch,
was after things , and therefore he
rought in a new way of arguing from
fnduition, and that grounded upon Ob-
fervation and Experiments ; Tho thig
Plan as kaid down by him, looks liker
#n Crniverfal Ari, than a diftin& Logic,
and the defign is too great and the In-
Lt R Ge-Ra b s duction
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duction too large to be made by one
‘Man, or any Society of Men in one
‘Age, if at all praticable : For whate-
ver opinion he might have of the con-
clufivenefs of this way, one crofscir-
cumftance in an Experiment, would as
ealily overthrow his Induction | as ap
ambiguous word would diforder a Syl-
logi{m, and a Man nceds only make
tryal, in any part of natural Hiftory,
as left us by my Lard Bacon, to fcc,
how conclufive his Induction was like to
~have been.  To fay nothing, that not-
withftanding his blaming the Common
Logics, asbeing toomuch fpentin words,
hunfelf runs into the fault, that he con-
demns; for whatelfe can we make of his
Idola Tribis, leola Speciis, Fori, Theatri:
or of his Inflantie Solstarie, Migrantes,
Offenfive, Clandeftine, Conflitative, &c.
but fine words put to exprefs very com-
mon and erdinary things?
- After the way of free thinking had
been laid open by my Lord Bacon, it
was foon after greedily follow’d, forthe
Underftanding affects Freedom as well
as the Will, and Men will purfue liber-
ty, tho’it endsinConfufion. The Car-
tefians have been obferv’d to be no
friends (o Logic, their Mzfter has left nio-
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_ thing ‘extant upon that Subjelt, except
- {fome fcatter’d expreflions ;unlefs a Trea-
tife of method muft be interpreted a Lo-
gic, which notwithftanding is more pro-
perly metaphyfical. One of his firft Prin-
ciples of Reafoning, after he had doubted
of every thing, feems to'be'too circular to
be fafely built upon, for heis for proving
the Being of 2 God from the truth of our
Faculties, and the truth of our Faculties
from the Being of2a God 5-hehad better
have fuppos’d our Faculties to be true,for
they being the Inftruments that we make
ufe of in all our proofs and deduétions;un-
1éfs we fuppofe them to be true,weareat
a ftand,and can go no farther in our proofs:
So that the way of {uppofing feems to be

more rational than that of doubting.
The notion of perceiving things by

- Idess 1s0fa piece with this, which hows
ever plaufible it might feem when fir(t
ftarted , after it came to' be examin’d -
Men's Ideas about the fame objefts hap- |
pened to be fo vaftly different, and that
m things that were the moft clearlyand
diftinétly percetv’d, that it wasa great
prejucice againft this opinion. "Fhere
are few of the firlt ftarted Ideas,- that
have not beén examin’d, and many of
them cffettually confuted, by thelate
= ' B ! .Im;'
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Improvers of this way, and other Ideas
fubftituted in their room,which have giv-

en no more {atisfation to others, thanthe -
irft-did'to them - ‘and-till we carragree a- .

59

“bout fome Rule or Standard, b} whichto

‘meafure and adjuft our Ideas, 1t'is only a
loofe way -of thinking, and there can be

1o end of Controverfie this way : Altho!

therebelittle hopes of this,whilft wehave
reafon to believe, that nothing pleaferh
more in this wvay, than theliberty it
‘gives, or which every Man takes of

raming new and’ fing Tdess. T am no
enemy to free! thinking, yet' I muftal-
ways wifh, we might proceed by fomé
Rule, (for a Rule isnoBarbut a per-
feltion of freedom) otherwifeI amfure;
- there is no agreement to be expetted,
and itisto be feared we thallend'in‘Con-
fufion. ~ Clear and diftinct perceptior
has been' given us for aRule, and the
‘conformity of our 'Tdeas with the Rea-
lity of things has been given - as ano-
ther ; but itis no good proof of either,
that Men have d‘i‘i%:r’d much in fome
of thofe things , that have been fuppo-
fed ' to be the moft clearly perceivd,
- and  moft agreeably to the nature of
 things.. The great difficulty 15, in dif-
 govering” that: Conformity, orin clear-
I - e g T ng
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ing and diftinguifhing our thoughts;
for every Man’s Ideasare clear to him-
felt.

It would be lookt upon asan omiffi-
on to pafs by the Arz of thinking fuppo-
{ed to be writ by M. Arnault (g).%‘he beft
part of it muft be own'd to be borrow-
ed from Arifforle, only by cloathing
old Terms , under new Ideas, whic
fhows that it i1s not fo eafie to frame a
new Logic asa new Philofophy, and
gives a ground of fufpicion, that this
Philofophy is not at perfet amity with
reafon , otherwife they might more
ealily be adapted to one another. One
thing upon which this Author values
himielf 1s, his fubftituting ufeful In-
{tances, in the place of thofe trivial
common oues formerly in ufe with the
old Logicians, which he makes an ob-
jeCtion to the old way : But can it be
an objetion to any thing, that it is
fuited to the end, for which it was de- |
fign’d ? theufe of Inftances is to illuftrate
andexplain a difhculty, and thisend is
beft anfwered by fuch Inftances as are fa-
miliar and common : whereas the Initan-
ces which this Man brings, are ufually
taken frcm other Sciences, and fuppofe
Men to be wife already , contrary to

the
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the intention of Logic, which is only
an mtroduction to other Sciences, and
being fitted for Beginners, {uppofeth
our knowledge to beyet weak, and s
delign’d for an Ipitrument to help us
forward. And yet there is a worfe ob-
je&ion againft his Initances, that ma-
ny of them being borrowed from an
unfound and corrupt Divinity, theycan
hardly be read by Beginners without
danger of being corrupted : For fuch
~ falfe Opinions are never more conta-
gious, than when they are held forth
to us under fuch plaufible appearances,
nor are there impreflions ever like to be
more lafting, than when they are fucke
in withthe principles of Reafon, I will
not fay, that thefe opinions are fown
there on purpofe, thatthey mightgrow

61

up with our Reafon, but where {fo much -

Divinity is mixt with our Logic, it
is very fufpicious that it has a mean-
ing.

gThe laft Syftem of Logic that I have
merwith, is the Medicina Mentis which
has been efteemed the beft, and, for
- ought I know, may maintain that Cha-
ratter tillanew one appears: It is not
fafe to cenfure an Author of fo efta-
blif’d a reputation, only thus much a

- Man
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1

Man may; venture o fay, ‘That it feems

(r) Medi-
cin. Ment.
Preaf.

(s) Ib.
Par. 2.p,
43+

to be too {trong. _Ph'Yﬁdlféi' muﬂ:; ‘Men’s
Conftitutions ,. and; it looks fo like a
Mountebank to boaft of Infallible Cures
() that I could not but have a lefs o=
pinion of this Author. He makes light
account. of the former Logicians; and
Perception which was .tl}}%]]gﬁf to be {o.
cleara mark of Truth, is; fhown by him
to be often the effe&t of Imaginatiom,(s ),
and therefore he fercheth his Criterion:
higher,; which he placeth in Corception,,
or. a.yet. higher degree of Cogitation..
Bue whether knowledge be grounded in
Perception ot Conception feems not very.
material, provided they, could fhow us:
the.way, how. to findit;: This iswhat,
we.defire! and the telling us, we muft.
aflent to, nothing, of which we have
not a Coneeption, doesnot feem to further -
our. fearch over much. It ferves well
to another purpofe, to fhow us the

(hortnefs: of our Reach, for-if we muft
affent. ta . nothing: without Coxcepti=

o, we . muft. needs know very little,

there being few things, that we: con-

-,

ceive perfectly.. I. am apt to think.
 Mr. 7. has.borrow’d fome  Hints from

¢his . Author,  tho he has apply’d them.

to., purpofes , the Author never meant,
and
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thingtrue or falfe, good or evil ; and
confequently to place their happinefs

10 a perfect indifferencs, an arapaiio 10 the

(x}7, Sexre

Empiric.

underftanding : and we'onrddanin the will
(x). This wasto go beyond the Sroses,

1. 1. o. 12. Who, asthey could feel no pain, {o thefe

(yyLib. 9.
vite Dyr-
rhoi.

V. z'fz.rg‘
de Civ,
pf: Illpl

1% I‘

Romantic Heroes could tafte Happinefs
without being afefted with Pleafure.
Their Mafter Pyrrhon, who flouritheda=
bout the time of Zeno, was {o firuck with
this Principle, that ifa Chariot or wild
Beait came in his way, he fcorn’d to turn
afide, and muft often have perifhed, had
he not been preferv’d by his Friends. He
was beft anfwered by the Dogiin Dioge-
nes Laertius (y) which comin upon
him by furprife, ere the Philofopher had
time to confider, made nature ftart back,
and the Philofopher confefs that fuch ima-
gmary principles will not hold.

In Varro’s time the different Opinions
were fo extravagantly multipli’d that
in his Book of Philofophy (2), he reckons
up two hundred and cighty eight feveral
Opinions, only concerning the Swmmums
Bonam. And if the difference were fo
great concerning the ultimate'end, which
all Men defire, and in which, if any
thing, the common fenfe of mankind

~ fhould feemto agree ; we may eafily

Imagne
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imagine what agreement there wes, ia
otherlefs Ends and particular Duties, I
need not thow it, itis a common Theme,
and may be feen in every Treatife of
Morality.

But tho Morality may have been very
imperfect among(t “the Philofophers, it
is otherwife, I {uppofe with us, who have
better light anda {urer Rule for our dire.
Ction, than they had: Itistrue it is {o,
- whilft we keep toour Rule, but when
we forfake that, we goaftray like other
Men. Our Modern Cafuitls, efpecially
the Jefuits, afford too clear an evidence of
. this, who by ftarting nice Cafes and Phi-
- lofophizing upon them, have brought ys
back in fome things to the ftate of Philo-

.7[

{ophers ; they have already given us a

new Notion of Philofophical Sin, which
as ftated by them has no fuch fting in it ;
as to deter moft Men from its Commiffi-
on. Their Thefes are Printed, that were
to be maintain’d by the Jefuits atDijon,
the firft of which is, Peccatum Philofophi-
cam feu morale, eff AFus humanus difcon-
veniens nature Rationali & Recfe Rationi:
Theologicum wero & mortale eff tranfgrefio
libera legis Diving: Philofophicam quantuans-
Visgrave, in illo qui Deum vel ignorat, vel
de Deo a:tu non cogitat, (ft grave Pﬂ*mmm;r

$3 fed
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been defended by the loofelt Moralifts,
that have not been maintain’d by fome
of the Jefuits, as cited inthat B{}r_}iz. And
yet this isnot the utmoft liberty, thefe
nice Cafuifts and Indulgent Fathers have
allow’d; they go farther, and where
there are two probable Opinions, a Man
may act upon that which is lefs proba-

. ble, nay he may venture upon an Opi-
~nion that is only probably probable;
- which i1s certainly aslow adegreeof pro-

bability, as can well be imagin?d; and I
do not fee, how they can go lower, un-
lefs they would allow a Man to a&tupon
an Opinion that is improbable.

It might have been expelted, that

- where fo many hard Opinionshave been

charg’d upon the Jefuits, as have been
producd in the Jefuirs Morals, they
{hould fay fomewhat in’ their own de-
fence : Somewhat indeed they have faid,
and one of the Pleas they infift upon
moft is, that many of the fame Opini-
ons are maintain’d by the Schoolmen,

- fome of whom were canoniz’d, and

e

their Books generally receiv’d in the
Church of Roeme: But whatever Opinion
thﬂﬁ may have of fuch a defence, it is
nothing to us, who bring the fame
charge againft the Schoolmen, that we

73
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do againft the Jefuits, as far as they
maintain the {fame Opinions, and we
think them the more dangerous, if they
have not only been defended by Jefuits,
but by fuch Men, as by having been
eceiv’d jntp the Catalogue' of Romifh
gaints, have in a manner canonized
their Opinions, by being canoniz’d thems-
felves, and made their Church in fome
meafure anfwerable for them:  Thoto
do that Churchright,others of her Meme.
bers have ' taken offence at fuch Dos
ctrines, particularly the Fanfenifts; and

among the Benedictines, Father Ma-

bil'on, tho otherwife referv’d enough in
his Cenfures, yer where fuch loofe 'Ca-
{uifts come in his way, cannot forbear

%iving them a lafh, and declaring it his
pinionsthata Man mayread Tully's Of-

fiees with more profig than he can do cer:

tain Cafuifts (d) : - which tho fmart e-
nough, as coming from amodeft humble
Man, yet another Frenchman has faid a
{feverer thing, where he defines Morality
as treated by the Cafuifts, 1. ar¢ de chi-
chaner avec Dien; and indeed in their way
of handling, it Ipoks liker an Art to eafe
Mea from the Burden of rigorous Pres
cepts, by fhowing them the utmoft

- pauncs they may go without Sin, than

* what
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lementsare grofs things, and leave the
underftanding at the fame pitch where it

was, and his three Principles do not ad-

vance it much higher ; hisfirft Principle
as he has explain’d it, is unintelligible,
and the laft of thethree is no Principle at
all, unlefs we will allow that for one Prin-
ciple, that is deftruétive of another: He
tellsus, that all knowledge is to be de-
rived from the Senfe, and yet prefently
forfakes that,and flies to R eafon. But his
Philofophy is enough decry’d already,
and needs not be brought “lower than
1L 1S,

I need not here reckon up the opinions
of other Ancient Philofophers; moft of
them have been reviv’d and have been a-
gain confuted, and have dyed the fecond
time In our own Age: ‘The opinion of
T hales and the lonic Set, 1n making Wa-
ter the Principle ofall things, has been
reviv’d by thofe, who have attempted to
explicatea Deluge from fuch an Original.
Andthe Opinion of Pythagoras and the
Realic Se, n placing the Sun in the Cep-
ter of the World,and afcribing motion to
the Earth, hasbeen maintain’d anew by
Copernicus and his Followers; and tho
Tmmfm{gmﬁm of Souls beone of p ytha-

goras’s hardeftfayings, vet 1t has found a

Fatron
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Patronof late in a Countryman of our

own (¢), who has maintain’d itin a qua-(© M.
lif'd Senfe, which perhaps was as much 2/irode.
‘as Pythagoras meant. An  Awima Munds,
Pre-exiftence of Souls, with the reft of
Plato’s Qpinions, have found a ftrong par-

ty in their defence; and many other late
Opinions, which have little in them, ex-

cept their novelty to recommend them to

the World, doreally wantthattoo, and

might be eafily {hown, to be only the
Spawn ofthe Ancient Philofophers; by
whom as there isnothing o abfurd, that

has notbeen faid, {o they have {carce faid

any thing {o extravagant, wherein they

have notbeen follow’d.

But among all the ancient Opinions,

none have been reviv’d with more ge-

neral approbation, than thofe of De-
mocritus and Epicurus, the Founders of,

the Atomical or Corpufcular Philofophy;

an ill Omen to Religion, when they who

have explicated the production of the
world, by theLawsof Mechanifm with«

out a God, havebeenfo generally fol-
low’d. In this Mr. Des Cartes hasbeen too
fuccesful, whom tho it would be wve-

ry unjuft to cl1art:ge with denial of a

God, whom hefuppofeth to have crea-

ted Matterand to have imprefled rl:hc
48! firlt
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feft motion upon it, yet in this he 18
blameable, that afrer the firit motion 1s -
imprefs'd, and the wheels fet agoing,
he leaves his vaft Machine,to the Laws of
Mechanifm, and fuppofeth that all things
may be thereby producd, without any
farther extraordinary aflitance from the
firft impreffor. The fuppofition is 1m-~
pious, and ashe frates it deftructive ofit.
{elf; fornot to deny him his Laws of
motion, moftof which have been evi-
dently {hown to be falfe,and confequent-
Iy fo muft all be, ‘that is built upon them,
his Notion of Mattet is inconfiftent with
any Motion at all; for as Space and Mat-
ter are with him the fame, upon this fup~
pofition there can be no wacaum, and
there can be no Motion in a Plenum:
Miotion is only the fucceffion of Bodies
from one Place to another, but how
fhould they fucceed from one place, it
there be no TOOM O receive them in the
next, which there cannot be, if all be full?
And the difficulty is flill greater upon the |
Grit framing of things, before the {fubtile
matter is produc’d,that wasto fuit it felf
roall the little Interthices, betwixt the
Jarger {olid Bodies, which muft needs
clogand interfere with oneanother, unlefs

we will allow fome fluid matter, that
wilk
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 will yield and give way to the other’s
motions. M. Des Cartes imagines he an-
fwers all this, by a fucceffion of Bodies in

a Circolar Motion ; but I think this Mo-

tion carries its own Confutation with i,

- and that nothing can be fuppos’d more
abfurd, than to imagine, thar upon ‘the
motion of every little Atome, ‘the whole
framle of things muft be difturb’dand fet

a going. -Motion is one of M. Des Cartes's

darling Principles, and by this and Mat-
‘ter, he pretends to folve the greateft dif-

- ficulties,that arein Nature, and it is ve-

ry remarkable, that he has not faild more

in any of his Notions, than in thefe two

- great Fundamentals of his Philofophy, for

- allowing him thefe, his other explications

hang together fomewhat better, But this

it is to frame Hjporhefes out of one’s own
imagination, without confulting Nature
which My, DesCartes has not done, for

_ it was equal to him, what Hjpothefis he

went upon, and had Father Merfennus

(f) told him, that a wvacwsm was as £y, pe-
much in fafhion, and as agreeable to pingefiex,
the tafte ofthe Age, as a Plenum then?: 433
feem’d to be, we fhould have had an
Hypothefis srounded upon a vacaum, and

~ 1o doubt as {pecious and plaufible, as

. that wenow have; perhaps more plau-

Sk fible,
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fible, being moreconfonant to his own
Senfe, ashaving been his firft defign, and
theother only hammer’d out by the di-
reCtion of his Confident Merfenzas; An
it is a wonderful thing, that Men {houl
run mad after fuchan Hypothefis, which
as it has not theleaft ground in Nature,
fo the Author himfelf never believ’d it.
It has been anfwer’d and effectually con-
futed in all its Branches, by feveral hands,
but by none better than the Author of, 4
Voyagé to the World of Des Cartes, which
¢honot always conclufive,is everljlf where
ingenious, and confutes him in his own
way, for one Romance is beft anfwer’d
by, anothers: = . e s g i |
But we have been faught to diftin-
guifh betwixt Hypothefes and Theories, the
latterof which are fhrewd things, as
being built upon Obfervations in  Na-
ture, whereas Hypothefes may be only
Chimara’s: I fhould be glad tofee that
- Theory, that is buile upon fuch Obfer-
vations. The moft plaufible Theory .1
have yetmet with, is only built upon an,
Hypothelis, to_wit, the Incruftation of
the Earth, and the cracking of its Corzex
the very fame in fubftance we have been |
fpeaking of, and how this Theory {hould *
be more certain, than the Hypothefis it
© goes
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light they have yet afforded to Nature,
and one great dii%;ercnce fecms to be this,
that the former are only modeltly propo-
fed,whereas Theoriesare ufherd in with
oreater affurance. It is well if Theories be
not as much out offathionin the next Age,
as Hypothefesare in this;for fo many Oba
fervations and Experiments are requir'd
toraile a Theory, thatI defpair of ever
fecing One that will bear the Teft.
When I {peak of Obfervations and
Experiments, I would not be thought
to under-valuea Society, which hasbeen
erefted to that purpofe , and whofe
endeavours have been fo fuccefsfull that
way already : But however fuccefsful
they may have been, thofe excellent
Perfons have more modefty , than to
over-rate their own performances, and
nothing has done them more injury,
than the vanity of fome few Men, who
have been fo Planet-firuck as to dream
of the poffibility of a Voyage to the
Moon, and to talk of making wings to
fly thither, as they would of buying a

.~ Genuine Members of that Society have
other thoughts of things, being far from
any hopes of maftering Nature, or of '
ever making {uch progrefs, as not to

leave
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lsave work enough, for other Men to
do. One of their Number, agreat glo-

of their Society, after he had grown
old in thefe Studies, learnt Modelty and
diffiding thereby, and was never more
referv’d than 1 his full growth and
maturity of Knowledge, when he had
leaft freafon to be fo. And another Ina
compardable Perfon, who bas added Ma-
thematical skill to his Obfervation upon
Nature ; after theniceft Enquiry, feems
to refolve all into Artraction, which, tho
it may be true and piouswithal, perhaps
will not be thought fo Philofophical.
~ The truth of it is; we may aswell
reft there, for after all, Gravitation
was never yet folv’d, and poflibly ne-
ver may, and after Men have {pent a
thoufand years longet' in thefe Enquiries,
they may perhaps tit down at lalt ue-
der Artraition, or may be content to
refolve allinto the Power or Providence
of God., And might not that be doné
as well now? We know little of the
canfes of things, but may fec Wifdom
enough in every thing : And could we
be content to fpend as much time in
contemplating the wife ends of Provi-
dence, as we do in fearching into Cau-
fes; it would cerrainly make us better
G 3 Men,
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Faftern People ; even the Chinefe, aftet
they have made Obfervations upon the
Stars above Four Thoufand Years, yet
have made fo little progrefs in Aftro-
nomy, that upon the arrivalof the M/
fionaries, their Mathematicians could not
) 1. compofe a perfett Calendar (£). |
= The two Fypothefes of Prolomy and
ouw, Me- 8o : . -
worr 1or. Copernicas will  take in molt of what
1. p: 100 niceds be faid on this Subject ; forasto
| that of Tycho Brabe, as itis Ina great
meafure compounded of thefe two, and
fcems defigi’d toaccount for difficulties,
in both thefe Hypothefes, {o it is liableta
{eyeral Objections in them both. |
The Prolemasic Hypotheles has too
snuch appearance of Att, to beefteemned
natural , all its Epicycles and  Eccentrics
and other Ambages can never be thought
the Contrivance of Nature, which acts
in a more fimple manner, without go-
ing fo far about ; thofe folid Spheres
which it fuppofes have been fhatterd
and overttrn’d’ by the Modern Philofos
shers, and fhown'tto be inconfiftent
soth with thg Trajeition of Comets,,
and with ' that equal’ light , which is;
convey’d to us from the Planets and 0-
ther Stars, which by paffing through,
fuch different Medsss and Solid Bodies;
FLig L S 1oy ¢ irnuil::
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muft have {uffered innumerable Refra-
~Cions:  Several of the Phenomena of
the Heavens admit of no tolerable fo-
lution this way, particularly thofe of
- Mercary and Venus, and the Accefs and
Recefs of the Polar Star to and from
the Pole, which in the time of Hippar-
chus was diftant from it 12 Degrees,
but is not now fully three, and in pro-
cefs of time will recede from it again
more than ever ; and the many diffe-
rent, and likewife oppofite motions of
the Stars andSpheres are not ealily con-
ceivd. But nothing is fo inconceivable
as the veloficy ot their motion, for up-
on this Hypothelis they muft be {up-
~ pos'd tomove {fome thoufand Miles ina

Minute, which tho it may be conceiv’d
by Philofophers, is not very obvious to
common underftandings. Such are the
- Objettions that have been commonly
broughtagainft this Hypothefis, which
have rendred it fo hard of digeftion ; and
tho nothing can excufe the hard faying
of, that ProphaneKing (/)fo well known () 4pber-
and fo often quoted, yetit may be fo far/is & ¢+
.mollifi"d, that having been level’d againft™ ™
thisHypothefis,he did notthereby pretend
to correct the Works: of God Almighty,
~only did not believe them to have been
* Gg . faovd
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There is another difficulty is this
Hypothelis, which the Copernicans can-
not eafily get over, and which will per-
plex any Man’s underftanding that well
confiders it: That the Earth is only 2
point in refpeft to the Univerfe , the
it be a pretty large Poflalatum, yet pof-
fibly muft be granted uponany Hy-.
pothefis ; but that not only the Earth,
but the whole Magnus Orbis, or that vaft
Orbit which the Earth defcribes round
the Sun, fhould be efteem’d a point,
(without which fuppofition the Coper-
nican Hypothefis cannot be maintain’d )
is {uch a Poffulatam in Aftronomy, as
themore 2 Man thinks of, the lefseafily
he canaffentto. For whatis this Mag-
uus Orbis or valt Circle which muft be
cfteem’d as a poinc? To take only the
Semidiamiter of this Circle, or about the
{ixth part of the whole, H{Fﬂ'ﬂfﬂi (),
no incompetent Judge of thele matters,
has calculated the diftance betwixt the
Earth and the Sun to be about 7 Mil.
lion German Miles; or in other words,
that {uppofing a Bullet fhot from a Gun
could retain always the fame velocity, it
bad at its fieft difcharge, withthis {wift-
nefs inabout twenty five years, it would
pafs from the Harth to the Sun: All which
'I M=
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- immenfediftanceisabout a fixth part ofCo-
permicus’s point, 1t is true Hugenius afligns
a proportionable diftance (itﬁ there canbe
- any proportion in fuch an immenfity) to
the fix’d Stars ; for this Bullet being {hot
again, with the fame {wiftnefs,he(#){up-
pofes, it might come at the nearelt of the
fixt Stars in about 700 years,whichisfuch
a diftance as common apprehenfions can-
not reach, and will once more require a
Philofophers Underftanding. -

In this valt compafs, our Aftronomers
have difcover’d new Worlds (like that
Sanguine Conqueror who wasfecking out
New Worlds before the old one was half
fubdw’d) every Pianet muft bea World
and every Star muft have its Plancts: This
Project was purfu’d by M. Fontanelle in a
pleafing entercaining way, but hasbeen
embracd by others with greater feri-
oufnefs. What thefc Worlds are,might as
well be left undetermined, God having
thoughtfitto fay little of them,and having
plac’d them beyond our reach; But if we
may guefs at the difcoveries that are to be
made in the remoteft Stars, from thofe
that have been madealready in the near-
eft, the Moon, I donot think the will
make any great addition to knowledge.
It qm& be confeft that mighty difcove-

. N T SR TR i i L2 riﬂs
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to wit, that the obfcure and Watery
parts imbibe the light, whereas the
Earthy Solid parts reflet it, than upon
the expetienceof Senfe,aflifted by Glafles:
Thefe Glafles indeed difcover the diffe-
rence berwixt the dark and Luminous

- parts much more dearly, than the naked:
eye can, but will never fhow the na-
tureof either, or what Subftance they
are of, ‘much lefs diftinguifh the diffe-,
rent portions of Earth and Water: But
Men come poflefs’d with an opinion of
Seasand Ruivers, and then cafily think
they fee them (as every found does an-
fwer the tune that runs in our ears) and
after one Man has feen them, itis a re-

- proach to the next,not tobe asacute and
diftinguifhing as he, and {fo we cheat cne
anotherinto a tolerableagreement. That
this 1s the Cafe I am verily per{waded,for
tho I can neither pretend to good eyes,
nor good Glafles, and therefore will lay
no weightuponmy own opinion,yet Hu-
genius who had them in perfe&ion, and
who writ fince thefe accurate Maps were

~ taken, could neither obferve Seas nor Ri=
vers in the Moon,and exprefly denies,that
any fuch areto be feen there(q).And there () Colim

~is thisreafon befides,that ifany fuch were, rieor. .

« they muft neceffarily raife a mighty 4r- 11s

miolphere,
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mofphere, which, as it would hinder our

clear profpeét atall times; {o by its clouds,
-+ would fomerimes darken one part of the
Moons Body, and fometimes another ;
whereas now thedarkand Luminous parts

are alwaKs the fame: Sothat as faras L can

fee, we know little more of the Moo,
than that it is an Opake and folid Body,
and fo much we were pretty well affur'd
of, before Telefcopes came 1n fafhion.

No doubt, Telefcopes area noble In-
vention, and che difcoveries that have
been made by them are very confidera-
ble, but asto the difcovering thereby
the Nature and Subftance of Heavenly

Bodies, Ilook upon it as utterly impof=

fible: And vet this is the modifh way
of framing new Worlds ; we firft ob-
(erve Seasand Rivers, in the Moon, and
i fuch be there, there muift be Plants
that they water,and if Plants, there muit
be likewife Animals to feed upon them,

aad all thefe are defign’d for the fervice |

of Men. Thereafonis eafily carry’d fur<

ther, for if the Moon be a World, by pa<
rity of Reafon, {0 muft the other Planets

be alfo, and if all the vifible Planets are
carried about in the Vortex of the Sun,
which is no' better than the other Stars,
no doubt, the other fix’d Stars, have

o their
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their attending Planets, as well as the
Sun, dnd fo we have a Plurality of
Worlds with a witnefs : but this chain of
reafoning is eafily broken, by breaking
its firft Link, for if there be no Waters
in the Moon, inconfequence of that,nei-
ther are there any Plants or Animals,
or Men, and if none of thefe be there,
by parity of reafon ; neither are there
any in the other Planets,and {o the whole
Chain falls to pieces. B
Thefe World-mongers are always ob-
jeCting the improbability of God’s fram-
ing fo many vaft and glorious Bodies,only
for the fake of thisEarth, {o inconfidera-
blea portion of the whole : Amongft
the reft Hugenius , who in one place
makes this Objettion , in another part |
ofhisBook, () as if he had forgot him~ (7 ?- 33
felf, thinks it enough to fay, ThatGod
rais’d this mighty Frame of things, that
he might contemplate and delight him«
{elf thereby ; and were there no cther
reafon, we ought to acquieice in this:
But they that argue thus, feem to mea-
fure things by their Bulk, which is a
falfe way of reafoning ; there is more
Beauty and Contrivance in the Scruture
of a humane Body, than there is in the
Glorious Body of the Sun, and more per-
feCtion
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they fuppofe Knowledgeto be moft eafily
had. Experience and Deduétions have
been formerly eftecemed ufeful, but
in this compendious way to knowledge,
provided we make our approaches, with
our Souls purg’d and with due preparati-
on of Mind, there needs little more than
application ann attention. Indeed Prayer
has been made another Condition, which
tho it be proper and of good ufe upon all
occafions, yet is not fo pertinent here,
where we fpeak only of natural means.

C HIA PukX.

Of Hiftory.
I Scarce ever met with any Hiftorian,

who does not write true Hiftory, if
vou will take an account of him from his
Preface, and not be too nice in examining
his Book ; the firft Pages are ufually 62
led with the Care and Integrity of
the Author, which poflibly, are to be
found no where elfe: Thofe who have
taken moft care, have been charg’d with
fome neglhigence, and all of them have
been fo far faulty, as to extorta Confeffi-
- onfromone of their number, wherein he

fairly
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allFable ; and when the Hiftorical Age
commencerth, our Accounts of thingsare
not much better : Forthey having not o-
riginally had any Public Annals, or Regi-
{ters of things, and amongft their Ancient
Authors, the Poess having had the firft
rank ; wemay cafily imagine what fort of
Accounts are to be expefted from thofe
Men,who were either to follow uncertain
Reports and Traditions, or what is much
worfe, to Copythe Poets. Accardingly
their firft Accounts were very loofe,
and rather Poems than Hiftories, which
they have been charg’d with by the Re-
mans pretey freely,and Quinitilian is {o far
from foftening the matter ; That he com-
pares the liberty they took toa Poetic Li-
cence (¢ ). But no Man has expos’d
them {omuch as Fofepbus (4) has done.
He tells them, Their accounts of things are
all novelythat they have no Public and Authen-
tic Annalsmor any Author more Ancient thaz
Homer,and thofe they have do differ from one
another that Hellanicus, differs from Acufi. |
laus, that Acufilaus corrects Heliod 5 and
Hellanicus, Ephorus ; be again is corrected
by Timzus, as Timxus s by others; and
Herodotus; éy «#: And yet this is that
Ferodotus, who has been ftil’d the Fa-
ther of Hiftory, thohe might with equal

AN right
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time. How differently do they deicribe
the fame A&ion? How manifeftly in fa-
vour of a Party ? How often do the Frouch
glory in a Victory, which with the Eng-
lifb is efteem’d an Overthrow ? And again
how do the Exglifh fometimes proclaim
Victory, where their Enemies think they
have given them a Defeat? How do they
both Triumph, where perhaps neither of
them have reafon to glory? Or if the ad-
vantage be too undeniable on our fide to -
be contefted, as at Agincourt and Creffey,
how do our Enemies feek to leflen it?
How do they palliate every thing, and
charge Heaven, or crofs Accidents, or mad
Defpair, with the fortune of the Day?2
How dothey turn every Stone, and labour
to have the fuccefs and Honour fall any
where , rather than on the Englih ¢
Whereas on the other fide, How do the
Englifh arrogate all to themfelves, and
their own Courage, and {carce allow any
fhare to Fortune or Defpair, or lucky Ac-
cidents, You have Fabiws and Philinus,
only altering the Nation in the Frezcb and
Englifh. What a reproach to Truth wasit,
Thata Duke of Orleans, one of the fir{t Per-
fons in France, fhould be faid to be openly
executed for Treafon at Paris 3 as was re-
ported in twenty Hiftories, whilft the D.
was
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1 have done with this Head, and have
kept clofe to one Condition of Hiftory,
the confideration of its Truth 3 for fhould
I take in all the Conditions réquir’d by
Volfius and Le Moyne, we fhould either
have very little Hiftory or none at all.
The Jefuit Le Moyne, one of the laft that
has treated of this Subject, requires {uch
Conditions, and lays down fuch Rules as
no Man can follow, and is o nice in his
Examples, as to allow (/) only four Hi-
{torians among the Romans, and not {o
many among the Greeks, and all of them
fhort of PerfeGion. And asto the Mo-
derns, he is yet more fcrupulous, in ad-
mitting them into Account, only it had
been {trange, had he not found two or
three of his own Order, Maffens, Strada,
and Mariana, whom he thinks fit.to equal
with Tacitus and Livy. He defigns us a
Hiftory himfelf, and to that end has chalk’d
out fuch a Method as he means to purfues
but if we may judge of his veracity, by
his perpetually running a Parallel betwixt
Hiftory and Poem ;5 or of his Prejudices,
by his partiality to his Order, he is not -
like to ocut-do his Predeceflors: And not-
withftanding his great defign, we may con-

- clude this Chapter, as he does his Book,

That « Compleat Hiftory, fhall not appear,
- bt
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counts to tolerable Regularity, by the In-
vention of that famous Period of nineteen
Years, for which he has deferved the
honour to be recorded in Letters of Gold 5
Tho' his Pertod was not foaccurate, as not
to be capable of amendment, and therefore
was afterwards corretted by Calippws and
Hipparchws.  So very unfteady have their
Computations been. The Arcadians may

have been thought to have been befere

them in this, if you will take that account
of their being before the Moon, affign’d
by fome s by underltanding it of their
having had a Courfe of Lunar Years, be-
fore the Greeks had fix'd their Periods s
unlefs Scaliger’s Reafon will be thought
more probable (x).

Nor are the Romar Computations
more Regular : It has been look’d upon
as matter of Wonder, That the Roxzans
fhould differ fo much in their firft and
great Epocha, the time of building their
City 5 Onuphrius () reckons up feven
different Opinions, moft of them main-
tained by confiderable Authorities, and
1s not a little amazed at the difagreement.
I fhould have wondred if it had been o-
therwife, confidering either the darknefs of

-their Ancient Hiftory, or the irregularity

and unequalnefs of their Computations.
S)
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So little regard had they to Order in Time,

upon the Foundation of their City, that

their firft Years were neither regulated by

the Courfe of Sun or Moon. Romulus in-
ftitured fuch a Year as might be expe-

&ed from a Warlike Prince, and an [l
literate People, confifting of ten Months,
beginning at March, and ending at De-
cember (z): And although this Year was )y gy,
foon difcover’d to fall fhort of the Natu- de! aiji.
ral Year and Courfe of the Sun 3 yet it %
is probable, he had not Skill, or perhapsc. 1. %
Concern enough to correct the Miftake 3

and the Intercalations that were made,

were done in an unskilful or negligent
manner : So that the Yewr of Confufion

muft have happen’d fooner than it did,

had he not been fucceeded by a Prince,

who had more inclination for the Arts of

Peace than War.  Numa undertook the
Calendar, where Romulys had left it,

‘and tho' I'do not think he had any afli-
ftance from Pythagoras , as {ome have _
imagin'd (2), ( which 1 doubt will ap- ) 3y
- pear to be a Chronological Miltake) yet i cap. 2.
he reduc’d the Year to better order, than
could be reafonably hop'd for, in fo dim

an Age, by adding the two Months,

. which had been wanting 1n Rowulis’s

~ Account, and ordering {uch Intercalati-

sl ol
LS00
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Invariable Rule. However this be, unlefs
this Calendar were more generally receiv’d,
than it has yet been, it is like to occafion
further Confufion : For whillt 1t reaches
little further, than to thofe Kingdoms,
under the Obedience of the Pope, and
the Fuliar Account obtains, in almoft all
the other Chriftian Parts of Europe, weare
cutting out Work for future Critics, who

‘are like to find Employment enough {fome

Hundred Years hence, in reconciling the
Differences which fhall arife from the Old
and New Style.

From this Hiftorical Account of Tiwmzes,
I think we have a fair Specimen of the
uncertainty of Chronology. Should we
remove the Scene from Times to Men,
they will further evince this Truth : The
two great Men in this {fort of Learning,
were Scaliger and Petavins, the former of
thefe has taken prodigious Pains upon the
Subjet ; which appears in {everal of his
Works, fo more particularly, in his great
Work of the Emendation of Times, of
which he had {o good an Opinion, and
was fo much Complemented by Learned
Men, upon his Divine and Immortal Work,
that a Man would have imagin’d the Dif-
ficulties in the Accounts of Time, had

been pretty well clear’d, and litcle left ]tan
e
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be done further. His Divine Work had

not been long abroad in the World, €'re
‘it was taken notice of by Petsvins, who

had f{pent as much time in thefe Studies

“as Scaliger had, and is {o far from allowing

him thofe mighty Praifes, that he thews,
he had been almoft under a continued mi-
{take. A great part of Petavins’s Doiirine

-of Times, 1s{pent in confuting Sceliger,
{carce a Chapter in his Five firft large

Books, wherein Scaliger is not mentioned,

and his many Errors and Hallucinations

difcover'd 3 infuch manner, that his Work

might as reafonably be entitled a Confuta-

tion of Scaliger, as a Doifrine of Times.

He will {carce allow him to have done any

thing well in Chronology, or to havemade

any confiderable difcovery, unlefs it were

in the Yulian Period; and after he had

granted him that Praife, as if he had done

him too much Honour, he retralts that

Commendation, and will not allow him to

be the Inventor of that Period, but to have

ftole it from the Greeks (¢). And if that (c) depre-

Invention had been allow'd him ( which ;:f;r,f;‘m:ﬁ

our Lecarned Primate perbaps with morg eoChronolo-
gicis libriss

nibil fere eft, quod momentam aliquod ad rem ullam babeat 5 quodque repres

henfionem effugiat, prater particulam iftam, qua Fulianze Pertodi methodurn
explicavit —— Quanquam in eo cafligandus eft non nibil Scaliger: quod fe

" Periodi illius Inventorem, ac methodé fui(f> glorietir, hanc enim a4 Grack

rranftulit e Dollt, Temp. . 9 €. 1,
reafon
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Century, and ignorant of the Affairs of his
own Church, a trifling Arabic Hiltorian,

g

without ]udgment, and cantradi&ing"

himfelf: And yet this fame Euntyehins,
when he favours. the Bifhops Opinion,
tho he knew little of his own Church, 18
good Authority in the Affairs of the Church

of Rome, wherehe had reafon to be 1gno-

rant, (f) and the Bifhop is {0 poflefs'd
with him, that he forfakes our Greek and
Latin Authors, to follow his Footfteps 3
altho’ his Authority be really of no value,
and he has had thar right done him to be
contemned by moft of thofe who have
taken notice of hims except Mr. Selden,
who to gratifie his Anger againft the Bi-
thops, gave us a part of this Author, and
encouraged Dr. Pocock to publifh the reft.

We have been promisd great Things
of late from Medals and Infcriptions;
Ez. Spanheym famous for his Book, De
ufie- Numifmatum, has largely fhewn the
Ufe of Medals (g)in Chronology, which
Du Frefue, and Foy-vaillant have fince
illuftrated by Example ; the one, in the

Conflantinopolitan Emperors 5 the other, .

in the Hiltory of the Seleucide accommo-
dated to Medals; and a third has gone
fo far, as from a few obfcure Medals

of Herod’s Family, not only to call i

queftion
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tiquities, which has appear'd with Pomp:

~ enough to dazzle Men into an Opinion;

(k) Praf,
ad Chan,

thereof, and thereby to obtain Credit:
and Reputation in the World. The
Author is a confiderable Perfon, and one
who in order to eftablith his Phewiciaz
Antiquities, has fuccefsfully encugh o-
verturn'd thofe of the Greeks : But when:
he comes to eltablifh -thefe Antiquities,,
the firft thing he complains of, is, want:
of Monuments (& ) and therefore flies to)
the Greeks to fetch them thences {o that:
we are much in the fame place, where
we were. However, what are thefe:
Monuments which we meet with there »
By his own Confeflion only fome loofe
and broken Fragments, which feem to
difcover little more, than in general,
that the Phenicians made long Voyages,,
and vifited remote Countries 5 and whatt
is that to us, if they have left us no
Charts or Journals, which they bave
not done ® So that at laft, he ufually
takes {helter in the derivation of a Word),
or Place, from a Phenician Root, whereiny,

tho’ he has been happy enough i1n his Con--

jeGures, yet this way is principally Con:-
jeGural, and too precarious to build @
Geography upon. If this be all, I will
andertake Goropiss Becanws will go neau

t«
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has been compafled with Iefs noife by
Mougellan and Drake, than the Phenicians
and Greeks could Coaft upon the Medi-
terranean. However, leaft we fhonld
{well too much upon our Dilcoveries,
there is yet World enough left nndetett-
ed to be a Check upon our Ambition.

I am not of his Opinion (), who thinks
that almoft one half of the Terreftrial
Globe is yet undifcoverd, but by mo-
delt Computation, I fuppofe we may al-
lot a fourth part; That there'is a valt
Southern Continent, as yet fcarce look’d
into, is now paft Controverfie 5 tho’ [
much doubt, whether the further Dif-
covery would turn to great accounts for
the Dutch, who pretend to have fail'd to
the 64th Degree of Southern Latitude,
have obferv’d Mountains cover'd with
Snow 3-and no farther Sowzh than the ut-
moft Bounds of America, the Straits of -
Mugellan are fo froze in April (), that |
there is then no paffing that way for Ice:
So that much of the Country muft be
cold and barren, anfwerable to our Nor-
thern Climes on this fide. The Northerz
Parts of America are yet undilcover'd, nor
can it be determin’d, till its Bounds that
way be laid open, whether it be a valt
Ifland, or a Continent. Africa, thﬂ;:lit

' as
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Light. To fay nothing of a vaft Ridge of
~ Mountains,which has been obferv’d by our
(n) Lo late Miffionaries (#) to ftretch it felf forth
a7 il into the Tartarian Sea, the Cape whereof
oo has never yet been doubled, and probably
never may ; it being doubtful,whether thefe
Mountains may not reach to the oppofite
Coaft, and join Awerica with the Afian Con-
tinent : So that the bounds of A4ffz on that .
fide, as well as the oppofite Americar Coalt
have been hitherto hid from our Enquiries.
There is one thing yet very lame in
our Geography, the fixing the true Lon-
gitude of Places 5 and tho {everal mew
ways have been lately try’d, to redrefs
this Inconvenience, both from exalt Pez-
duluzns, and from Obfervations upon the
Immerfions and Emerfions of Fupiter's
Satellites, yet they have not altogether
prov’d effectual. For want of this, Chi-
na has been plac’d in our Maps five or ..
fix hundred Fresch Leagues further di-
ftant, than it really is (¢), and an ima- |
ginary Country found out, to fill up the
valt “intermediate fpace; and Foffiws,
who delights in Paradoxes, (who has
magnify’'d Old Rome to above Seventy
Miles in compafs, and its Inhabitants to
p) var. fourteen Millions of People (p) has re-
oervat. mov'd it yet farther off. And tho' the

P. 23,3 :
A _ Tefuits
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difpofe of this new World to thefe two
Nations 3 and having divided it intotwo
Hemifpheres, the Weftern Hemifphere

he alloted to the Spawniards, and the Ea-

{tern to the Portuguefe ; a Divifion which
the Dutch and Englifb have not thought
themfelves obliged to fubmit to. How-
ever, the Divifion was made, but when

the Parties came to claim .their refpettive:

Shares, a Queftion prefently arofe about
fixing their Longitude, and the Pope’s
having not been #hez infallible in Matters
of Faét, efpecially in {uch as depend upon
Mathematical Calculations 3 the two Na-
tions were left to end the Controverfie be-
twixt themfelves. The great Contention
was about the Molucca-1{lands, which the
Spaniards claim’d as theirs, and the Portx-
guefe pretended fell within their {hare in
the Divifion; and Men of Skill being con-
fulted on both fides, the Spazifb Geogra-
phers went one way, and the Portugucfe
went another,and fo far were the two Na-
tions from coming to agreement, that they
differ’d almoft forty Degrees in their Cal-

culations, which is alarge peoportion of the
whole Globe 3 and yet fo obftinate were
both in their Accounts, that Orders were
given by public Edi&ts, that the Degrees:
and Meridians fhould be no otheru;iif‘e:
- Xt!
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fixt in their feveral Charts and Maps,
than as they have been determined by the
two Nations. How much the one fide
was miftaken, has been fince berter
known, the Conclufion was, that whil{t
‘the Longitude was determin'd, in fuch an
unaccountable manner, by public Edits,
and abfolute Power, it occafioned {trange
confufion in our Degrees and Meridians,
of which Voffius thinks, we have not re-
cover’d fince.

But granting the Globe to have been
nicely meafured, has it withal been as
accurately defcribed ? 1 doubt not. How
are our Modern Geographers perplext in
making out the fituation of antient Places 2
Babylon, once the moft Glorious City
upon Earth, is almoft as much hid (¢),(?) k¥
as the obfcureft Village ever was; nay,P“ o
they often ftumble, where they tread in
known Paths. Ferrarius has given us a
Geographical Ditionary, pretending to
be Univerfal, afterwards {fo much En-
larged and Correted by Baudrand, as to
feem a new Work 3 they were both of
them Men noted for their Skill in Geogra-
phy : Notwithftanding which, their joint
Work had not appear’d above Twelve
' Months in the World, till Monfieur Sazfos (x) Noww.
had difcover'd five hundred Faults (#) only ﬁni‘; '::‘?'
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clamation 5 and Quindfilian who could
give a colour to moit things, and as a Ro-
mar was concern'd to do it in this, yet
where this Law comes 1n bis way, rather
(z) 4. {eeks to excafe it {z) than offers at its de-,__
Bald.1h. fence. The beft thing he fays for it s, ™
that it was then antiquated, and as fucn
we leave it with the relt of that Set, and
pafs on to thofe that are now in force, the
Imperial or Fuftinianean Laws, and will
{ee what Exceptions can be made to thofe.
They are principally reducible to two
Heads, the Pandes and the Code, whereof
the firft contains the Opinions of Learned
Lawyerss the other, the Decrees of Romax
Emperors. As to the Inftitutes, they ufu-
ally go along with the Pandecfs, and are
only a Compendium, or ufeful Introducti-
on to young Beginners: And the Novels
are a Suppliment to the Code: The Feuds
are not of Romar Original, but Cuftoms
of a later Date, and meaner Extrattion.
The Civilians who pretend, that if the
Latin. Tongue were loft, it might be
found in the Book of Pandel?s, would take
it ill to be thought miftaken in the Word
ca) H. Pandect, which although a Mafculine (2),
Steph. de is generally usd by them in a Feminine
Grs e Signification : This is a light Error, only
it is in the Threfhold. It will not be de-

1 d
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nied, the greateft part of the Pandetts
are writ with purity enough, they have
that from the Authors, and the Age they
were writ in, and {o much is own'd by
thofe Criticks, who have been pretty fe-
vere upon the other Tomes of the Law,
and therefore I {hall make no Objection
here : No more than I fhall, that the
- Emperor, by whofe Order they were col-
letted, 15 under no very advantageous
- Charatter for Learning, that which Sw:i-
‘duzs gives him being "AvarpaB41@., a Man
that did not underftand his Alphabet :
For tho he were unlearned himfelf, he
might employ Men of Under(tanding, and
if Tribonian were {uch, who was the great
Inftrument in that Work, his Laws will
have no lefs Authority upon that account:
But fo it happens, that Tribowian’s Cha-
racter is worfe than the Emperor’s, not for
his Underftanding but Integrity, being re-
prefented by the fame Author () as a Cor- geohsuic
rupt Perfon, one that writ Laws and took * T
them away, and proftituted Jultice forthe
fake of Lucre, one that comply’d with his
Prince’s Paflions and Humors, and flatter-
ed him almoft to Adoration. 1 know Swi-
dws’s Authority is fofpeted, in both theie
Inftances, and therefore I {hould lay the
lefs weight upon it, did not Juftinian feem

L 3 to
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method as is fuitable to a Regular Body
of Laws. Moft of which particulars have
been taken notice of by Budews, Hottoman,
Valla, and others. | '

Nor is the Code ‘lefs liable to Cenfure,
for befides that it wants much of the Puri-
ty and Learning which appear in the Pazn-
deits 5 Tribonian’s unskilfulnefs or infin-
cerity do more vifibly difplay themielves
here. For whereas, almoft all the Books
of the Ancient Lawyers are now loft (the
blame whereof, if fome Mens {ufpicions
may be credited, will fall heavy on the
Emperor or Tribonian) from whofe La-
bours the Pandects were colleted, and
therefore we are lefs able to judge of any

" unfair dealing that has been fhewn there 3

Many of the Emperor’s Conftitutions do
yet remain, and have been preferv’d in the
Theodofran Code, from all which it is eafe to
determine, what fort of treatment the
Imperial Conftitutions have met with, in
Tribonian's new Compilation. Some of
the Conftitutions have been alterd with-
out Judgment, and others in fuch a man-
ner as betray no little Ignorance in the Cozz-
piler 5 in fome the Words are {truck out,
that determine the fenfe of the Law, and
again Wordsadded that giveita new ones
one Law is fplit into two, and {fometimes

twWo
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two are run into one 3 the time and date
are often miftaken, and fometime the Per-
fon 3 the knowing of both which does af-
ford great light to a Conftitution : With
other Miftakes, which I fhould not have
~ ventur'd to have put down, had they
not been fhewn at large, in a Learned
Preface, and more Learned Prolego-
mena to the Theodofian Code: A Code
of fuch ufe to this Day, that there
is no underftanding Fuftinian's Law
withount it 3 and formerly of fuch Autho-
rity that for feveral hundred Years after
‘j‘fﬁnﬁm’s Time it did obtain ('g) in {fome () seid.
of the Weftern parts of Ewrope, when Dif-ac
Sufbinian’s Law was in a manner extin- fﬂfi‘,};‘_ I
guifh'd and forgot ;5 and muft have been Rech. L o.
. ndanger of perifbing at leaft 1n the prin- ey
" cipal part of it, the Pandects, had it not
heen prefervid, in the Pifan or Florentine
Copy, from which all our other Copies
(b)) have been taken; and is now us’d as (5) .
Lavz: So that by a ftrange Reverfe of 4w/
things, Juftinian’s Law, which for fo ma- o7
ny /Ages was loft or negletted, does now
obiin, and the Theodofian Code 1s in
. 7 manner antiquated: The Theodofiar
_Code was the better Law, till the Reign
—2f Lotharius, when Fuflinian’s Law begun
to revive; and now, it feems, ?ﬂﬂfnian’s
aw

E;&?-l_—_ -.5 __' =
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Law 1s better than that, and Time, or

Chance, or Opinion {hall determine their
Worth. It is plain, Juflinian’s Law had

not the fame efteem at its birth, as it has

fince acquir’d by Age, fince it could go in-

to difufe fo early after its conception, asto

_ make it a queltion, whether it obtained
(D Pafa. jts Courfe (7) in Fuftinian's own Reign ?
€ 33 Or if it obtained then, as doubtlefs it
did, 1t kept its ground a fhert time till the

Reigns of Bafilius and Leo, when Fuftini-

aw’s Law was Abridg’'d and Reform'd by

thofe Emperors, as he had done by the

Laws before hisown time; and thefec Em-
peror’s Laws obtained in the E4f# (under

the Title of the Bafilic Conflitutions) till

the diflolution of that Empire, as the

Theodoftarn Code had done in the Weff. So

that if we might meafure things by Suc-
ecls or Duration, Juftinian’s Laws have not
yet been long-liv'd, and what is more {ar-

prifing, 1t might perhaps be made a que- -

- {tion, in what Senfe they live now ? For

it we will believe a noted Author, who
_bad reafon to underftand their Authority
(kx)SmVand Extent (&) they have not now the
1. P?Tlﬁl: force of Laws, either 1 France, Spain, or
Holland, ({fome of the mofk conliderable

- Nations i Exrope) but have only the
force of Good Reafons or Authority

when
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the Opinions of the Lawyers were equally

(m) puck divided, (#2) {o Bartolus’s Opinions of late

ufie I,

K. B

)iV . it,
Bart. ap,
Frehers)

have been of like force. He was confef~
fedly an extraordinary Man, and might
have done more fervice in his Profetiion,
had he not liv’d under the fame Infelici-
ty of Times, and wanted the {ame helps
that Aecurfiws did, whereby he daib'd
againft the fame Rocks. It was from him,
we have had that noted and almoft Pro-
verbial faying that has, calt fome reproach
upon the Law, (#) De verbebus non curat
Furifconfultws, and odd Expreflion for an
Interpreter of that Law, one Title where-
of is, of the fignification of Words : But this’
was a Title, that he did not care to
meddle with, and which his Enemies
have charg'd him, with not daring to ex-
plain. Notwith{tanding all his Faules,
he ought not to have been treated {0 re-
proachfully by L. Valla, and the Men of
Polite Letters : for however unpolifh’d
he may be in his Style, or nice or ob-
{cure in Expreffions, or however igno-
rant in Hiftory or Roman Cuftoms, it
is certain, he is not that Goofe and Afs,

o) OnPthar Valla, (o) would make hims and

- ﬁ;ﬂt

that he has more Law, tho’the others may
have more Learning.

The
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- The Polite Men of this Set, who gave
the laft turn to the Law, were Alciat, Cu-

jacins, Budews, and others; they have in-

deed reltord the Law to its primitive
Purity and Luftre, and cloath’d it in a
more Elegant Drefs, and made that a
pleafant Study, which in the hands of Bar-
tolus and Baldus was uncouth and rugged,
They have given it all the advantages of

- Humane Learning, and ranfackt all the

Stores of Arts and Sciences to fetch thence
Beauties to adorn it: But whillt they
have bufied themfelves in various Learn-
ing, and attended to too many things at
once, they have been thought wanting
in the one main thing ; and have had lefs
Law, than many of thofe whom they
cenfure and delpfe. Awnt. Auguftinus,
who fhould have been nam’d with the
firt of this Rank and Order, does in a
manner confefs the Charge, and owns that
Budews whilft he had been tco much di-
firalted in attaining the Tongues, had
made no great progrefs inthe knowledge
of the Law. The moft confiderable Im-
provements, that have been made by
thefe Men, have been principally upon

. one Title, about the fignification of Words,
- 1n which, however they may have excel-

led, they have been rewarded by 1’3@1&?{5
Ol=

£
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CHAP. XIV.
Of Canon Law.

Have no defign to bring Contempt
upon the Ancient Canons, which
were doubtlels very well fitted for the
occafions of the Church in 1its purer
Ages 5 having been fram’d by Men of
Primitive Simplicity, in free and conciliar
Debates, without any ambitions Regards.
That which is juftly complaind of, is,
that thefe Canons are too much negle-
&ed, ‘and a New fort of Difcipline e-
retted in the Church, eftablithed upon
different Foundations, and oft-times for
different Ends with the former ; which
is {0 notorious, that it has given occa-
fion to a diftinftion amongft fome Mem-
bers of the Church of Rome, betwixt
the Old and New Law: Efpecially a-
mong(t the Fremch, who pretend that
the Gallican Privileges, are chiefly Re-
mainders of the Ancient Cancons, which
they have preferv'd againft the Encroach-
ments of the Romarn Pontiff. For that
Prelate having taken advantage of the
Fall of the Romwan Empire, and of the
confu-
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Law. Foras to Lancelottws’s Book of In-
fricures, which Dr. Duck feems to make a
part of the Corpws, he is therein miftaken,
if it be his Opinion, for wanting Sanction
(«) D= and Authority, (#) it is only yet a private
wt @l work. kol
cepw. The Decree carries contradiftion in its
2.¢a.20. yery Title, being Concordantia Difcordanti-
e Canowum, or a Concordance of difa-
greeing Canons: Or if there were none in
the Title, I doubt there are too many in
the Body of the Work, which have occa-
fioned innumerable Gloffér, and bufied the
~ Canonifts in reconciling them. It having
been compiled by Gratian, in an Ignorant
Age, we ought not to be too Tice n exa-
mining it, and perhaps it were unrea{o-
nable to require too much accuracy, a-
mongft{fo much Ignorance 5 and therefore
if his Style in Latiz be fomewhat courfe,
or if in quoting a Greek Father ‘or Coun-
cil, he miftakes their meaning, or'gives a
wrong one, that might eafily be forgiven
him, Greek being a Language that was
not underftood 1n that Age, and was ra-
ther the misfortune of the Time, thanhis
own : But then if he givesus fuch Fathers
and Councils as have no Being, orif he
miftakes a Father for a Council, or a Coun-
cil for a Father; this{urely is not fo par-
donable,
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irdnnab’le and “yet this is what he | J
as been char*gd wnh (x) by ﬁurhﬂrs‘.ﬂffr} ﬂ'ﬂ'

ifua own Communicn. And among thes s,
Jefuits; who are not ufually wanting ifi the Grar. Dic
‘Caufe of their Church, Bellarmin owns,*" ' &
that he has quoted a Heretick inftead of a
Father. And the poor Monk having pro-
‘bably never feen many of the Decrees and
Coundils that he had acca‘r ionto ule, nor
trac'd his Authorities to their Foﬁﬂtaﬂn ,
but having made iife of others Colledt tons;
it was_impofiible bat he ﬂ}ou’ld falt z—ﬂtn
‘Miltak®s 5 which dre fo numerows; efp pe-
ﬁdHy in the Namés of Perfons and ﬁace r
~that 4 Man had need of good skill in Hi-
ftory, and of a New Geography to under-
? frand him ari hts and without fuch helps
one may eaﬁly lnfe hmﬁ‘ﬂf in travef{'P
the Decree. - |
It might be expeted that he fhould be
pretty exat in the Names of Popes, thefe
gemg his Law-givers, whoft Authority he
takes ufe of upon all Oceafions; and yet
“even i thefe he fometimes Mifcarries; and
*gwes s fireh Names as were never hearc{
~of in Ancient Story. I can never rédd
ihrrn but he pats me in mind of & Iite no-
ted Author, who has given us a Church
ﬂgﬁﬂrj of Bifbops and their Councils; for a3
- in' that Book yotl may meét with a Colin:.
Y s
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() V.M. i) at Araufican; (y) another at Toletane,
P, & Dr, ™ - X !
P and a third at Vienne near France, with

others as remote from Knowledge, as thefe

are 3 {0 in Gratian, you may find like Mi-
ftakes, only altering the Language, a Con-
cilinm Auraficenfe, Anquiritanum, Bifpalenfe,

and more of the like nature: One would

‘be tempted to think, that Mr. B. had ftu-

died the Canon Law, and had. borrow’d

. his Authorities from thence, . = .

~_ After fo much Ignorance we are not. to
wonder, it Gratiar have no very favour-

-able Opinion of Humane Learning, which

1s condemn’d in the Decree, more particu-

lasly Poetry and Logic : Thof¢ of the high-

eft Order in the Church, -even Bifhops

(f} ;’- Di-themfelves, (z) - are forbid. to read Books:
sy of Heathen Learning, and St. Fero’s Au-
Gentilium “thority is urg’d who was reproved, by, -an:
iﬂ;‘::fi"__Angel for reading Cicero. Itistrue, the:
Canonilts endeavour to reconcile this, by
alledging other places in the Decree, where:
Learning is allow’d, -and by (hewing it to)

be Gratian's way, to cite differing Canons;

and Opinions to the {ame purpofes and. Il

will grant fo much if they pleafe, but

then 1t can be no great commendation off

a Law, that it contains fuch contrary Opi--

nions, that it muft be another Man’s works

to reconcile them.  Nor does his Morali-
| =
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Emendation, to be in fome Books of Gra-
tian to be ib Qui now baber uxorem, loco
illins Caﬂcuﬁzmm babere debet,  If any
thing can be faid worfe of them, than
they h:nre {aid themfelves, it may be had
(b) oper. jn Lat&er (b) who beg:m the Reforma-
om 28 tion with burning the Canon Law, and
‘* % in vindication of what he had done,
made a Colle&ion of fuch Articles, as
were moft liable to give Offence. I have
not yet compared bis Quortations with
the Text, and therefore do not put them
down but if the}' be faithful, 1 am fure
there is enough to give a Man a hard
opinion of the Canon Law.
R Decretals, tho’ not altngether fo
grofs as the Decree, are more Imperi-
ous, baving appeard in the World,
when the Papal Power was grown to its
full height, and having been compiled by
Gregory 1X. and confifting principally of
the Conftitutions of Innocent 1il. the
firt of whom wag'd almoft a continual
War with an Empemr, and the latter
Subjugated a King, and calld him his
Vaffal, nothing better could be expected.
For tho feveral Conciliar Decrees and
Lanﬂns were intermix’d mth the Pa--
pal Cﬂnﬁitutmns, yet they are with ﬁ]Chl
rm{;‘EPfiﬂHE anci ﬂef&rva;mns to the'

Papes
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Nor i1s the Glofs better than the Text,
which, however it be of great Autho-
rity among the Canonifts, yet it may
- be juftly queftion’d, whether it deferves
fo much? For to take things as they
rife, and to go no'further than the firft
Page of the Decree: Gratiar having be-
gun his Book very properly, by diftinguifh-
g betwixt the feveral forts of Right,
and having faid that J» was {0 called,
becaufe it was Fuft. The Glofs upon
this obferves, that there is a Right that
is neither Equitable nor Juft (¢) and() gun
produceth Inftances, that are neither e o
pertinent, nor prove the Point s andj,”7 ,
then concludes, that in all Cafes upon nomeft o
a Reafon, and for publick Good, Rigour 707 "¢
15 induc’'d againft natural Equity, and inpia.
fome Cafes without a Reafon, Take
another Inftance upon the Decretals, () oy
which beginning with the Symbol of ™™ *
our Faith: upon that the Author of the
Glofs enquires into the Nature of Faith,
and having pafS’d the Apoftle’s Account,
as an imperfe&t Definition, gives a much
more 1nfufficient one of his owns for
which he is juftly chaftiz’d by Erefinus -
And as for the word Symbol that
- fhould not feem to be over difficult, he
derives it from Syz and Bolys, which
) iy * | i . ] in
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L $
in the Language of the Glofs does fig-
nifie Morfellus 5 and then enquiring in-
to the namber of Symbols, he adds a
fourth to the other three 5 for no rea-
fon that I can fee, unlefs it were that
they might an{wer to fo many Gofpels.
Befides other lefs Miftakes upon the fame
Title, - which 1 pafs over, becaufe the
fame Glofs fays, that, Modicum quid non

* Lib.5. mocef, and cites the Decretals * for it,
T‘;- 3¢ where Modica res, 1s faid not to induce
" Simony 3 and yet the Modica Res there
. mention’d, '1s a2 Horfe, _
The Canonifts are too numerous to be
mention’d here, and therefore I pafs them
over; and indeed they generally keep to
their Text, and run out upon the Power

of the Pope, to the great Diminuti-
on of Councils, or indeed of any other
Authority : And whereas in that large
Colle&ion of Trads that was publih’d

at Venice, there are two grofs Volumes
concerning the Power of Popes, and their
Cardinalss it is very obfervable, thatthere |

is fcarce any thing faid of Councils, unlefs
(z)Jofeph. by fuch as will be {ure to fubje&t them
Sevan.valtg the Pope. That Haughty Bifhop is
ﬂ‘:ﬂhﬁ; their darling Theme, and one of them
pdum  has gone fo low, asto write a Tralt (g),
Romari  aboue the Adoration of his Feet, Nor fhall

Pontificis,
Tom. 13, I

t.
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I infift upon the differing Opinions - and
Conftitution in the Decree and Decretals,
in how many things they interfere and
crofs, and in how many more, they con-
tradi&t the Civil Law. Baptifta & Sanito
Blafio, has furm(h’d us with two hundred
Contradi&ions betwixt the Canon and Ci-

171

vil Law: Zanetin has difcoverd a grear

many differences of the fame kind, and
I {uppofe it were no hard matter to fwell
the Account yet higher: But I leave thofe
we have already to be reconcild by the
Learned in the Law.

That I may do all Right to the Canen Law, it muft be awn'd,
that the Canonifts have interpreted the word Concubina in a
fenfe of near affinity with a Wife: In the beft fenfe is s bad
enogh, and has been juflly cenfured.

CHAP.
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(i) Lib.8.
c. 26, a7.
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I (#):we fhall have no reafon to boaft
ot -the Invention of Phyfic, two great O-
perations inthat Art, having been owing
to. two inconfiderable Creatures. Bleed-
ing and Purging have been taught us by
the Hippopotamus and Ibis, the former of
which being over-charg’d with Blood,
breaths a Vein by rowling himfelf among
the fharp Reeds of the Nz/e; and the lat-

ter fucking in the Salt-Water, adminifters.

a Cathartic, by turning her Bill upon her
Fundament. 1 will not vouch for my
Author, ( whom if I would make ufe of,
it thould be to a different purpole, in
fhewing, how little reliance there is up-
on our Natural Hiftory ) although the
Account he gives here of Phyfic may be as
true as theirs is, who fetch its Original
from fEfculapins and Apollo. |
It is doubtlefs ancient, Men’s neceflity
and defire of Health did put rhem early
upon this fearch, and Hippocrates who
livid 2000 Years ago has left a Treatife
concerning ancient Phyfic ; {o that it was
anci-

aﬂy Greci-fﬁimay be givénd-'t;:i ley, |
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~ancient 1n his Time. , Baut'the Phyfic then

in ufe was chiefly Emperical, Hippocra-

‘tes brought .in. the Rational way, and
‘what he did in this Art, did fo far firpafs

~ others Labours, ‘that their, Works are in

‘a manner loft :and forgot 5°and. Hippocra-

tes . Whﬂ Wwas . thfﬂ i & "MQdﬁI-'_ﬂ, 18 o uas a

very ancient Author. His Age gave him
AAuthority; and altho’ that, and his {hort

‘way. of Writing, have rendred him lefs
intelligible to ordinary -Readers, yét he

awvas almoft univerfally follow'd :  His 4-
_phorifms have been lookt upon as Maxims,

and Macrobius k) {peaks of his knowledge (1 ) 2.
an fuch lofty ftrains, as are only agteea- erates—
ble to. God Almighty.  Notwith{tanding, e
of late he has been dilcover'd to be afrail gum fats
Man, his Aphorifins  have been - examinid, nefeir” Lib.
and the danger deteCed, in blindly . fol- ™
lowing great Names; and<how mifchie-

vous the confequences may have been, in

an - implicit fubmiflion to-all bhis: Rules,

‘may appear from one, which once cridely
Awallow’d has cofk {0 many Lives, all which
‘might have been {av'd; had-'the contrary
pratice been ventur’d upon {boner, which

1s now found.(/) to be not only Sife but (L) Bol

xf. Expere
Salatary. . Phil, Par.

. Galen, as he differs from Hippocrates in2 p 5.
fome things, fo he follows him in the
main,
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main, and both in explaining his Author,
and where he gives us his own Sentiments,
s fomewhat tedious ; he tires and diftratts
his Reader as much by being too large, |
as the other does, by faying too little,
which yet might be excus’d, had he in
{o many grofs Volumes and different Trea-
tifes, left us a Compleat Body of Phyfic.
But this he is fo far from having done, that
it {carce feems to have been in his defign
moft of his Pieces having been under-
taken with particular Views, either to
gratifie Friends, or as helps of Memory,

or exerciles of Invention. His Anatomi-
. cal Pieces, which have been cry’d up a-

' bove meafure, have been lefs admir’d,
... ffince nicer Obfervations have been made
- in Anatomy, than he was capable of ma-
" king 5 and thofe which he has made, are

often erroneous, for want of Comparative
Anatomy, in comparing and diftinguifh-
ing betwixt the Bodies of Men and Brutes : -
Moft of his Obfervations having been
made upon the latter, and it bemng que- |
{tionable, whether he ever faw the difie-
&ion of a Human Body. Even bis Trea-
tife De Ufn Partiun has been cenfur’d, as
in many things grounded upon Inferences
of his own, rather than upon Obferva;inns

rom
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from Experience and View 5 and the Parts
are defcribed there in fuch order, asnone
will think fit to imitate, unlefs any Man
can find Method, in beginning with the
Hand, and proceeding to the Foot, and fo
up again to the Belly. And tho’ he'has
been remarkable for his care and tender:
nefs of Lite, which he has expreffd,
as 1n other Inftances, {o particalarly in be-
ing againft publifhing exquifite Treatifes
of the Nature of Poyfons, yet 1 queftion
~ whether it will be thought another In-

ftance of it, that he fometimes took awhy .
fix Pounds of Blood (# )i a Fever . (m) pe
and bled his Patients, &l by fainti p waad
~they could bear no loager, for which he ?:,,'gﬁf
was twitted in his own time, as appearsea. 14.
from his Books (" ) and wasfaid to work (n) pe
Cureés by murthering Difeafes;” L7 Methded
 Whatever Faalts he had wufthavebeen * “ 4
~ derivid upon his Succeflers, for ‘ds he :
commented ‘upon Hippocrutes, {o the fol-
lowing Phyficians have copy’'d Galen. The
Greeks Oribafins, Aigineta, and ftins have
in a'manner tranferibed hims and Aos-
cen, and the Arabians 'have done lirtle
more ‘than ‘tran(late Galer inte their own
Tongue: And their Tranflations having
not been over faithful, and the Verfion
“doubles firlt from the Greek to the f.,im-

7c,
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bic, and from that back again into the
Latin, they cannot be depended upon
without eminent hazard, efpecially in the
Names of Drugs and Plants, where the
miftake in 2 Word may endanger a Life.
They were fubtle Men, and moft of them
Logicians, accordingly they have given
method, and fhed fubtilty upon their Au-
thor, and little more can be {aid for them.

The Chymifts have appear’d with fo
much Oftentation, and with fuch Con-
tempt of the Arabians and Galen, that we
have been made to expect Wonders from
their Performances.  Paracelfws, who
would be thought the Head of a Sect, has
treated the Galenifts {o rudely, as if they
were the moft ignorant Men in the World,
and had little Skill beyond a Plafter or a
Purge: Tho' neither ought he to have
vaunted fo much of his Difcoveries; One
of his great Admirers ("¢) having thewn,
that fome part of his skill was f{tole: And
it is fome prejudice againft him, thata
Man who pretended to fuch immortal
Remedies, fhould himfelf die in his forty
{feventh Year, whereas Hippocrates and
Galen are faid to have lived beyond a
Hundred.

If there be any thing certain in Chymi-

ftry, 1t ought to be their firft Principles,

which
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whil(t the Cures are recorded, are not
the mifcarriages forgot ? Have not our
Enterprifing Chymifts fometimes prefer-
ved Life, only to make it the more mife-
rable ? And fav'd their Patients by ruin-
ing their Conftitutions? Have not their
{trong Opiats often diforder’d the Head 2
And their too free ufe of Mercury, Anti-
ntony, &c. the whole habit of the Body ?
If fuch Cures be offer'd me, I hardly ac-
cept them. He is the true Phyfician,
who attends to all poflible Confequences,
who does not heal one Difeafe, by procu-
ring us a worfe, but reftores fuch a Life as
a Man can enjoys but where fhall this
Perfe&t Man be found ?

Some have gone as far as Chiza to find
him out, of which People’s Skill fuch
Wonders have: been reported, as the
Chymifts themfelves can hardly pretend
to. The Circulation of the Blood, which
with us is a Modern Difcovery, has been
known there according to ¥offews (p) 4000
Years, they have {uch skill in Pulfes as isi
not to be imagin’d, but by thofe that are:
acquainted with thems; and the Arabians:
are there faid to have borrow'd thence:
their knowledge in Phyfic. Even the
Miflionaries who have reafon to know
them beft, grant, that there is fome-

whatt
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what furprifing in their skill of Puifes,
(9) tell us they have made obfervation in cq) ze
Medicine 4000 Years; and that when all L8
- the Books in China were orderd to be
burnt by the Emperor Chiohamti, thofe in
Phyfic were preferv’d by a particular Ex-
ception. But yet they likewile acquaint
us, that moft of their Skill is buile upon
Obfervations, which have not been im-
provid to fach purpofes as they would
have been by the Ewropears, and that
for want of Philofophy and Anatomy,
- the great Foundations of Medicine, their
Notions are confus’d, and their Prafice
1 fome things ridiculous. The Chinefe
are an unaccountable fort of People,
ftrangely compounded of Knowledge and
Ignorance s they have had Printing among
them, and Gun-Powder, and the ufe of
the Compafs, long before they came a-
mong the Ewropeans; and yet for want
of due Improvement, thefe ufeful Tnven-
tions have not turn’d to any great account s
and Phylic has had the fame Fate. So
that after all our Travel, the moft coris
fiderable Improvements in this Arc, ase
moft probably to be found at home 3 and
being {0 near, need not be much eaquir’d
- inte.

N 2 We
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We have general]y Men enough ready
to publifh Difcoveries, whether real or

pretended, whilft Deficiencies in moft

Arts are often conceald, or pafsd by in
Silence, What noife have we. had for
fome Years about Tranfplantation of Dif-
eafes, and Tran:fufion of Blood, the lat-
ter of which has taken up fo much room
in the Fournal des Scavans, and  Philofo-
phical Tranfadtions 3 and the Exglifh and

......

French have contended for the Dlﬁ;:ovra-ry s

which notwithftanding as far as Ican fce,
is like to be of no ufe or Credit to either

Nation.  The retrieving the Ancient:

Britanica has made no lefs nﬂife, Muntin-
giws has writ a Book upon 1r, and we
were made to hope for a Specific againft
the Scurvy : After all, it is like to come
to nothing, and Men lofe their Teeth and
die, as they did before. The Circula-
tion of the Spirits is a third Irdvention,
which, if I might have leave to judge,
I fhonld think f{carce capable of being

prov'd 5 for neither are the Spirits them~ |

felves vi(ible, nor, as far as I know, does
any Ligature or Tumor in the Nerve

difcover their Motion. The Circulati- -

on of the Blood has indeed been faid to
be demonftrated to Senfe by Monfienr
Lee:;we::faaef{, by the help of his Glafles,

and
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thefe be thoroughly known, which per-
haps they never will, there will be one
fundamental deficiency in our Phyfic.

Another great deficiency was ob-
{erv’d by my Lord Bacoz (f) in his time,
that will T believe always hold, and that
15 in Comparative Anatomy: He then
granted, as we may with more fafety,
that fimple Anatomy had been clearly
handled, and that the {everal Parts had
been diligently obferved and defcribed 5
but the fame Parts in different Perfons
had not been duly compared, nor have
they yet been; tho’ we may differ as much
in the inward Parts of our Bodies, as we
do in our outward Features, and that dif-
ference may occafion great variety in Ap-
plicatton and Cure. This is a deficiency
that 15 not like to have a fpeedy remedy,
requiting more difleltions than moit Men
have opportunity of making.

Nor are the Deficiences lefs in the Bo-
tanic Party for tho' thisfort of Knowledge
be mightily enlarged, (ince the dilcovery
of the Eaft and Weft-Indies, by opening
a vaft Field, and giving a much larger
range to it than it had befere, yet the
great difficulty remains fiill to be o-
vercome ; onr Herbals, it is true, are
fufficiently ftor'd - with Plants, and we
..i-.'r-:-: Nir R : ba‘y’e
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have made a tolerable fhift to reduce them
to Claffes, and to defcribe them by Marks
and Signatures, {o far as to diftinguith
them from one another: But as their Cha-
raGeriftic Marks are known, are their
Virtues fo too? 1 believe no Man will
ventare to affirm it. The qualities of
many of our Plants and Simples are yet
in the dark, or fo uncertain in their ope-
rations , that they are rather matter of
Curiofity, than Subjetts of Skill: Or
where fome of their Vertues are too
remarkable to be conceal’d, yet they
a& one way fingly, and quite other-
wife in Mixture and Compofition ;5 or
they may have one effelt, when out-
wardly applied, and a quite different
one when taken inwardly, after they
have undergone {o many alterations m
the Blood and Stomach, as they mult
do, before they can reach the part af-
feted 5 and they may again vary, ac-
~cording to the different temper of the
Bodies to which they are applied. It
15 not enough to fay, their Natures may
be known by being Chymically refol-
ved, for their Effets are often very
difproportionable to the Principles and
Parts that refult from the Aralyfis 5 there
are other parts more fubtle, and yer

N 4 moft
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brought an infirm Body to fuch a Temper,
that he was not troubled with any Dif-

eafe, and any Wound in him would in

a manner heal it {elf) whereas in 2 dif~

ordered Body, every little thing is Wound

and Difeafe, and a Phyfician muft give

a new Conftitution, before he can per.
fect a Cure 3 this 15 a hard tryal upon our

Phyfician, and yet by our way of living
we often require it,

It is the harder, becaufe his Medi-
cines and Methods of Cure will not ena-
ble him to work Wonderss For tho’ our
Materia Medica be large enough, and to
look into our Difpenfatories, one would
think no Difeafe 1ncurable, yet the mif-
chief of it 1s, all thofe fine Medicines do

185

not always an{wer in the Application, .

nor have they been found fo Sovereign
in our Bodies, as they are in our Books,
All which things have f{o diftratted our
Phyficians, that they vary even in the
moft common Methods: At one time
“they keep their Patients {o clofe and warm,
as almoft to ftifle them with Care, and all
on afudden the cold Regimenisin vogue s
- Inone Age Alkalies are 1n fathion, and in
the next Aeids begin to recover Credit s
Antimony at one time is next to Poyfon,
and agam, the moft innocent thing n

the
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CHAP XVI
- Of Critical Learning.

| Riticifin, as it is vfually pra&is’d, is

- little more than an Art of finding
Faults, and thofe commonly little ones too,
and fuch as are of {iall importance to the
Scope and Defign of an Author. Mon-
fieur Bayle was fenfible of this, whofe firfk
defign was to publith a Didtionary of
Faults, but was diverted from his Pur-
pofe, by his Friends reprefenting to him,
that they were not confiderable enough to
be infifred on: And yet he had that to fay
for himfelf, that they were {uch as were
taken notice of by Scaliger, and other noted
Critics, either fome miftake 1n a Name,
Time, Place, or other minute Circum-

ftance. The truth of it is, Criticifm 1s at .

a low Ebb, Men will be finding Faults in
Authors, and yet our Store is well near ex-
hanfted, for there are few Faults mn this
kind that have not been taken notice of.

- Erafrus, and the firft fet of Critics had
Matter enough to work upon, a long
Age of Ignosance had cut out fufficient
Employment, by vicious Copies and ob-
o rd - | truding

187
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truding Spurious from Genuine Authors ;
the diltingnithing of which was a Work
of Ufe and Skill : Bur after the Bufinefs
is pretty well done, the Vein of Criti-
cifing ftill continuess Men will play at
{mall Games rather than want Employ-
ment, {0 that our Modern Critics have
nfually either degenerated into Gramma-
rians, or if they foar higher, it is too of-
ten, by venturing too freely upon thofe
Books, which ought to be handled with
greater tendernefs : Their bufinefs {ome-
times 15 in finding Faults, where there
are nene, or in perverting the Senfe, that
they may make room for Correftion.
And for as much as thefe Men do find
Faults with all the World, they have no
reafon to take it amifs, if one who is none
of their Number, does find one or two
in them. I fhall feek for no more (nor
have I room in the compafs of a Chapter)
but they fhall be in two Critics of Name 3
one of whom has writ the Art of Criticifu,
the other, A Critical Hiftory of the Old and
New Teftanent.

The former, Monfieur Le Clerc, is as
free in his Cenfures, as any Man T ever
met with, and oft-times as Unhappy :
He begins with Erafizus, for 1 take the
firft thing I meet with, whom he expo-

feth
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feth () as ignorant in Geography, for ha- (1) 4
~ ving in his Notes upon A#s28. miftaken S, %
Rbegium, a City in Italy, for a Town in 8i £d Lo
¢ilys and for hziwng tﬂok Melita an Iland,
“either for Mitylene a City 5 or the fame
Ifland, that is fituate in the Mediterranear,
or Aﬁ:f:au Sea, for an obfcure lfland in the
Adriatic : And then falls foul on him, as a
Man that had {carce ever feen a Geogra-
. phical Map. Itfeem’d very ftrangeto me,
that Emfmw, who is known to have writ =
his  Commentaries upon the New Tefta. -
ment, with the Map of the Rowan Empire
always before him, fhc:uld be guilty of fuch
Errors in Geogr’tphy, and therefore I bad
the curiofity to confult the Author: 1 have
not {o bad an Edition of Erafiuns as Mont.
Le Clere quotes, but I confulted the worft
Edition I could meet with 3 in that he 15 {0
far from placing Rbegium in Sicily, that he
exprefly {ays, it is a City in Italy, and cor-
rects St. Ferome for having been ?’Hllt}f of
fo grofs a Miftake: And asto Melita the
Iﬂand he direétly diltinguitheth it from
M:tﬂe#e the City, which lland he placeth
- betwixt Africa and Sicily, a Sitnation very
different from that, which Monficur Le
Clerc endeavours to faften upon him,
Monfieur Le Clere in the next place is
angry with . Erafmus tor quoting Hugo

Cari i’f?ﬁ f
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Carrenfis, being an Author of no Credit;
and one who livid in the Scholaftic Age,
and feems to think he was led into his
Miftake, by trufting fo mean an Autho-
rity : It is true, Erafizus does quote Hugo
Carrenfis, butitis only to make fport with
him, as he does fometimes with the School-
men, and Monfieur Le Clere needed not
have gone above ten Lines further for a
convincing Proof of this, where Erafwens

() In 48, calls upon his Reader to laugh ("» ) at Hugo

Apﬂﬁa c.28.

Ve K1»

Carrenfis for his Critical Obfervation upon

the Sign of Caftor and Pol/ux. 3
Well! But Erafizws is not yet clear of
Monfieur Le Clere, for he remembers, that
Erafmus {fomewhere in his Notes upon St.
Jerom’s Epiftles, miftakes the City M:sy-
lene for the Ifland Melitz, only he forgets
the particular Place, but it is fomewhere,
where St. Jerorze mentions St. Paxl’s Ship- -
wrack: I always {ufpeft a Man where he
forgets the place, and therefore I will help
his Memory 5 it is in St. Jerome's Epiftle
to Oceanws 11 the firft Tome of Erafmus’s |
Editions where, if Erafns reads Mitylene
I fuppofe it was only becaufe it was the
fame Word, which was us’d by his Author
St. Ferome, for both of them make it an
1{land, and expreily the fame where St. Pau!
foffered Shipwrack, and without quefti-
on
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~ on the fame that Erafirws meant in his

Notes upon the Ai#s. [If Erefmews be to

be blam’d in any thing, it is for ma-

king St. Ferome read Mitylene inftead

of Melita, for in all the MSS. that I

have feen of that Father, and I have

{een more than one, the reading is Me-

lita: But I dare fay that is more than

M. Le Clere knows. Erafizns may have

had Miftakes in Criticifin, for tho he tells

- us of himfelf, that his care in publithing

~ St. Jerome was fuch, that it colt him almoft

as much pains in reftoring his Works,

as it did the Author in writing them ;

yet Marianws Vidkoriws (x) pretends tO ) Bif

have made 1500 Corretions upon him pio guarseo.

barely in the Edition of that Father

and the Berediifines, no doubt, have ad-

ded more. But as for M. Le Clerc’s at-

tack, I dare be confident, they will nei-

ther hurt St. Ferome, nor any of his E-

ditors 3 tho’ he falls as foul upon the Be-

nedictines as he does upon Erafiess, He

would gladly make the World believe,

that they underftand' not Greek, and in.

deed they pretend lefs that way, and
therefore their chief care hitherto hasbeen

in the Latin Fathers, in which they have
deferv’d great Commendation : But as

to M. Le Clere’s Critical Cbfervation ( y)g‘;)fi”’*i-
_ which ™ %
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which he paffeth upon them with fomuch -
Contempt, it is {o far fhort of proof to me,
that I cannot but think their Ml&ake bet-
ter than his Correftion, I am {ure more
agreeable to St. Ferome’s meaning.

He has paft the fame Cenfure in ano-
ther Work. (z) upon one who has lefs
deferv’d it, the Learned Sorbonift Cote-
lerius, who has not been {ufpected of
want of Greek, till M. Le Clere tﬂuk him
to Task, he has caught him tripping in his
Greek, where all thmgs were plain, and
tells us, he hasthewn it in his Notes upon
Barnabas and Clemzents. For my part Ican
meet with no material Corre&ions upon
either of thefe Authors, and the only

“thing he chargeth him with: in his Pre-

face 15, That he renders, xeparaiwdis, Ca-
pitulatizz, which in M. Le Clerc’s Opinion,
{hould be fummatine, which in reading our
Animadverter, a Man would think Cote-
leriws had done, either in Barzabas or Cle-
ment's Epiftles. 1 have read over haftily
thefe three Epiftles. I will not be over-
pofitive, but I am pretty confident, the
Word does not occurr in any one of the
three 5 and if it be to be met within the
Clementines, itisnothing to the Animadver-
ter's purpofe 5 for we are not to expe to
meet always with Claflical Greek there,

or
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Vulgar Latiz, as us'd in the Weltern
Church, before St. Ferome's Time, to whom
- we owe the Vulgar now in ufe. 1 {hould
be as glad, and would go as far to mea
with the Ancient Vulgar of the New
Teltament, as any Man fhall dos but
cannot be of Opinion, that Father Sivon,
or Morinus have met with it in thefe
Manufcripts.  For to {peak only to the
Cambridge Copy : Any one that has ob-
fervid that Manufeript, knows, that the
Latin Copy anfwers the Greek {o exaltly,
that there are very few various Read-
ings: So that if the Latiz be ancicnt, as
the Vulgar undoubtedly was almoft as
ancient as the Preaching of the Gofpel at
Ronre, the Greek probably is fo too 3 and
it will hardly beimagin’d, that had there
been a Laiiz Copy fo exaltly agreeing
with the Greet, Original, before St. Ferome’s

Time, that he would have ventur’d upon,.

or have thought a new Tran(lation necef=
fary.  St. Jerome’'s manaer of reforming
‘the Ancient Vulgar was, by comparing and
reducing it to the GreeR Original :  buc
here was a Copy already, agrecing with
- the Greek, If 1t be fuid, the Greek in that
Manufcript may be a more mo:lern Copy,
- bae ftill before St. Ferome’s Time, and that
the Latiz is tranflated from it : This may

Q 2 be
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be Gothic 5 and probably both are of the

(ame Extrattion, and were done after
St. Ferome’s Time, when the Goths had
over.run the Empire 5 and Father Ma-

(z) De Re. billon (g) the greateft Judge of MSS. of -
Dipiar. b+ ¢his Age, fets the fecond part of this MS.

347¢

(f) Ad
Euvang.

Gath. p.

403. 484, 05

Ke.

no bigher. We have already feen the
Verfion is rude, and fuirable enough to
thele Times, and Dr. Marfhal (f) upon
the Gothic Gofpels has obfervid fuch an
reement betwixt thofe Gofpels and the
Cambridge MS. that he thinks them to be
taken from the Greek of that Copy 5 and
this Agreement he bas fhewn in feveral
particalar Texts. The Charatters in that
MS. are many of them Gothic, and Father
Sinton, who thinks he has met with Greek
Letters in the Latiz Copy of the Second
Part of this MS. and grounds an Argu-
ment upon it, is undoubtedly miftaken,
for they are only Gothic Chara&ers, feve-
ral of which have a great aflinity with
the Greek : The Abbreviations are often
the fime in the Cambridge MS.and Gothic
Gofpels, and the Numbers exprefSd by
Numeral Letters iand 7 are fometimes
pointed, and ¢ for:, put down after the
Gothic way 5 and Eufebius’s Canons are
placd in the Margin, in a rude manner,
without Marks of Diftinéhion to m;{ketht}rnf
ufe-
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ufeful, with other Gothifrzs, that might be
obfervid, did 1 defign this, for any more

than a Hint or Specimen. One thing is
too obfervable to be pafled over, that

whereas our Saviour’s Genealogy in

St. Luke, is placed in Columns in the
Gothic Gofpels, it is put down in the ve-
ry fame manner in the Cawbridge MS.
which is the more remarkable, becaufe
the reft of thae MS. i1s writ in long
Lines, and the Words run into one a-
nother. From all which, onc would
be apt to inferr, That this Copy was
taken under the Goths, that it 1s com-
pounded of the Ancient and Modern
Vulgar, which were both of them in
ufe n the Gothic Churches, and parti.
cularly in Spein two or three Centuries
after St. Ferome’s Times tho' in. many
things it differs from them both 3 as it
needs muft, whillt it keeps fo clofe to a
Greek Copy, much differing from any
Copy, either Printed or Manufcript thac
we now have. It has been taken from
a Copy fitted for Ecclefiaftical ufe ; For
- that 1t has been taken from fuch a Copy,
- appears from the *Arayruoyars, or Lef-
fons markt in the Margin Rubrie-wifes
and from the Word z2a@., fometimes put

4t the end of a Lefion, to denote the

Q4 Con,
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Morinus has brought down molt of
them feveral Centaries from their boaft-
ed Height. Their Talmud that has been

commented upon by the Modern Rab-

E E
|
I".

bins, has been fhewn to be little older
-than the Age of Fuftinian, the firlt Au-

thentic mention we have of the Mifue,
or Text of that Book (for the Gemara,
or Comment muft have been yet later)
being in one of his Novels (p ), and pro-

bably, the Contention among the Fews

abourt receiving it, had given occafion to
that Law. Origer and St. Feronze knew
nothing of that Book 5 who notwith-
(tanding were inquificive Men, and know-

ing in the Hebrew,*and having had op-

portunities of confulting their Hebrew

‘Mafters, and occafions of citing them, and

having done it in things of lefs moment,
could not have avoided mentioning this,
had it been then in being, and fo nocted,
as to be a ftanding Law Ecclefiaftical and
Civil among the Fews (¢). Their two
Books Bekir and Zohar, {0 venerable;
among them for their mighty Age, have
been brought dowu yet lower 5 . tho’
whatever Age they be of, they can be of
no ufe to any, being only a heap of Cab-

()Buxtorf baliftical Niceties (»), which tho’ much

Bibl, Rab.

valwd by fuch Men, as admire every
| | ' ' thing

@
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ordinary, asto need be imitated by Chri-

ftians, who now underftand their Lan-

{r) Mor.

Nevach,
Par. 1.
cAp. 67,

guage as well, and their Critical and Phi-
lological Learning much better than they
do themfelves. Even Maimonides (t) con-
telleth of his Times, that the Fews were not

then skilful in their own Language,

I am not ignorant with what defign
fome Men have decry’d the Rabbins;
whatever their defign may have been,
they may have fpoke Truth, and at the
fame time miftake their aim : We have
the lefs reafon to be jealous of them,
fince they are not the only Men that have

gone this way : For to pafs by Luther,

(u) InGen.
cap.16,0o¢..

() Fob.

Forflerms,

who has treated the Rabbins very rug-
gedly (#). Let us hear what a great Pro-
teflor, Reuchlin’s Scholar and Succefior
fays of them, one who had fpent all his
Life, and part of his Eftate in theft Studies s

(x) In his Preface to the Dictionary (ene

of the firft confiderable ones of this kind)
he gives this Account, “In them is no
“ light, no knowledge of God, no Spirit,
“no true and folid Art, no Underftand-
“ing even of the Hebrew Tongue ——.
“ they have done nothing worth notice
‘¢ towards underftanding the Sacred Text 3

2 Their DiGtionaries and Comments have

* brought more obfcurity than Light or
i “ Truth
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better lec alone.  That a Man that is con~
verfant in thefe fort of Studies thould un-
dervalueall other forts of Learning, is no

“new thing; itis what has been obferv’d,

(z) Sim.

Crit. Hift.

Ip 2 -I-_-i '?-t

J!

and for which a reafon may begiven: For
thefe Enquiries being out of the way,
and not every Man’s poffeffion, vulgar
Studies muft be defpis’d by Men of un-
common Attainments, and thofe only va-
lued that are difficult and uncommon.
Or that others fhould imagine they find
Eloquence in the Rabbins, and f{hould
compare Abravane! to Cicero, and Aben-
Ezra to Salluft (z), isnot very ftrange ;
for Menare apt to find Beauty in Blemi-
ihes, where they have plac’d their Affe-
¢tions: But that Men {hould proceed to
Idolize them, no other Reafon can beaf.
fign’d, but that whichisgiven for all Idols
and that 1s, that they are all of them vaiz,

Becaufe the Rabbins have been faid to
have borrow’d moft of their humane
Learning from the Arabians, I will like-
wife {peak one word of them. As the
Fews have borsow’d from the Arabians,{o
have the Arabiansfrom the Greeks. For
they were {o far from having any Learn-
ing of theirown, that the true drabs,the
Defcendants of Ifmael, had no Letters ;

and their Language muft have been loft

ha-:i



had it not been preferv’d in their Poems,
that were composd by their Ancient

Refleétions uponn Ee.:imf}?é. 1L

Bards (4), and by their facility being (a)Pacoch

eafily learnt, were deliver’d down from
hand tohand. Other Learning they had
very little, except Poetry, till having o-
- ver-run the Eaftern Parts of the Greek
Empire, they were taught it by the Van-
quifb’d People, who tranildted the Greek
Authors for them 1nto their own Lan-
guage; and the Arabians being Men of
quick Wits, refin’d fo much upon their
Authors, that 4riffotle became more {ub-
tle inthe Arabic, than he was before i
his own Tongue; and {o much was he
admir’d in that Drefs, that he was turn’d
from thence into Latin, with Awverroes
- gipon him ; and for fometime: one was
not thouglit to underftand Ariffole a-
right, unlefs he had read him with Aver-
roes’s Comment. Bue this humor held
no longer than Awverrces came to be un-
derftood, (underftood I fhould not have
faid, for perhaps no Man ever under-
ftood him, buttill he cameto be better
look’d into,) for then his over-great Ni-
cety was not only difcover’d; butbefides
other Brrors, he was charged with the
Whimfes and Vifions of the dleoran (£):

And Averroes is now as much out of fafhi-

ad Spece
Arabs

b Iud.
Viv. de
Cauf. Cor-
ript. Arte

L 7 On Lib, §.
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C.H AP  XVIHE
 Of Scholaftic Learning.

Ivinity, as it is profefs’d in the

Schools, is become an Art, and

{o profound a piece of Learning, that
1t requires great Parts,and much pains to

ﬂll')'

mafter it; anargument {ure, that it is
not {o very neceflary, otherwife it would

need lefs skill to be underftood. T
would not detract from, much lefs de-
1?7 all ufe of this forcof Learning, tho
if T fhould be free in my Cenfures, 1
{thould have good authority to warrant
me therein ; moft of the firft Reformers
having lead the way, and fome of them
havingdeclaim’d againft it pretty warm-
ly. Its great abule in the Church of
Rome had given too jult occafion to this ;
for that Church having adopted it in-
to her Syftems, and interwoven it with
moit of her Opinions, and the School-

' P4 men
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1n diftinguifhing Genuine from Spurious
Authors; for want of which Authori» |
ties have been crudely {wallow’d down

- without diftinttionsfalfe Authorities have
been obtruded, and true ones rejetted,
or often mutilated ; the Ages of
Authors have been confounded , and
fome late Impoftor has affumed the
name of a venerable Father. Inftan-
ces whereof (for Ido not love to dwell
upon Sores) may be had in Laumoy in
feveral of his Epiftles , and in = Dasne-

-~ as’s  Cenfure upon the firft Book of
sentences, | |

(2.) By incoherence Ido not mean
any inconfequence in the way of argus-
ing 1n the Divinity of the Schaols,but a
di%grﬁemﬁnt of the parts, that it prine
cipally confifts of : which being chiefly
two (aswe havebefore obferv:d)the Sen-
tences of the Fathersand 4riforle’s Phi-
lofophy, what tolerable agreement can
there be betwixt two things {o very difs
terent, moft of the Fathers were Plaronits
in their opinion, poffibly for the {ake
of feme agreement, which that Philo-
fophy feem’d to have with the Chri-
{ftian Religion : Origen , St. Chryfoftom,
and tg name no more, St. Augwitine,who

| wes
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was more followed in the Schools, than
all the reft, was of that number; A4-
rifforle was either much negletted by
the Fathers, or where they had occali-
on to {peak of him, they ufually con-
demn him ; and that either for his So-
phiftic way of reafoning, orfor his un-
fuitable Notions of God and Providence,
which are of firft confideration mn the
Schools. Even in the Church of Rome
Ariftotle was often forbid, fometimes or-
dered 'to be burnt, and what 15 moit
ftrange,at that time when his Books were
commented upon by Aguznas, they {tood
prohibited by a Decree of Gregory the
IX. (2). Of late, almoft in our time, a G
propofal was made at Rome to Gregory ,f,j, ;"If,_
the XIV. that Arifforle’s Philofophy 4ifior.
might be banifhed the Schools, and i‘i,,”“”gm
Plat’s fubftituted in his place, as being =
more agreeable to the Chriftian Reli-
gion, and Sence of the Fathers; and

above forty propofitions were then pro-

duc’d, wherein Plzz0’s Confonancy was
thown, in all which 4rifferle was pre-
tended (b) to be Diflonant from the ) 1
true Religion : Whether upon juft ., ;..
grounds or;no, 1 will not wventure to
determine ; for fince Platonifm has ob-
tain’d, asit once did pretty early, zind
g T A ey ALY : £ 8 128
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hasagain done of late, it has been found
- liable to as dangerous confequences, as
any that have been yet charg’d upon
the other Philofophy. = T only bring thus
much to fhow, that there can be no
good agreement in this particular,
where the Parts are of fo different 2
nature, as the Fathers and Arifforlejand
fo jarring, that they cannaot naturally
cohere. |
- (3.) Nicety is the great fault of the
- Schools, her Doctors  have been {tyPd
Profoand, Subtle | Irrefragable ; Titles
- which they bave moft valu’d themfelves
upon, and feem not much to have af-
fected the Reputation of being Familiar
and Eafie, at leaft none of their Titles
have been derived from thence. They
delight in refining upon one another,
and fometimes {pin {fo fine a thread,
that it is either broke, or much weak-
ned in drawing 1t out : They have
perplex’d Knowledge, by ftarting infu-
perable difficulties, and {eemin this to
have runinto the fame fault with your too
profound Politicians, who, as they have
oftenforefcendefigns, which are neither
practicable, nor ever intended ; fo thefe
menhave propos’d Objections that would

pever haye been thoughe of, had notthey
) R e - firit
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firft ftarted them ; the confequence
whereof has been, thatwe have furni-
{ked our Enemies with Obje&tions, :who
have made ufe of our Weapons, and
have tutn’d our own Artillery againft
us. Thisis too vifible in our Modern
Socinians, who have often gather’d our
of this Store-houfe, and by picking up
difficultiesin the Schoolmen, have turn’d
their Objections into Proof and Argu-
ments, and have thereby gain’d the
Reputation of {ubtle Men. Thus Con-
troverfies have been multiplied , and
thofe we have alreadiz, have {woln to
an unmeafurable height, and every dif-
ference- has  become  irreconcilable ;
whillt Men ftudy Nicety more than
Peace, and ftretch their Wits, and rack
their Inventions, to out-reach their
Opponents. And it were well if the
mifchief had ftopt here, and Mens
Curiofity had not led them on, from
nice Queftions to {uch as are Impious :

It has done this, and leaft T fhould be
thought to do them wrong, I fhall re-
fer the Reader to an unexceptionable
Author (h) one of the Greatlt Cham- )i
pions, the Church of Rome ever had, perron.se
for a Caralogue of them ; which are J Fuchar.
{o offenfive to Chriftian Ears, that 1,27
forbear
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forbear to put them down in Englifh ; =
though he has not {crupled to give them
in a more common Language.

v 4

- (4.) Obfcarity, where things arean-
tricate in themfelves, if they be notfo
clearly explain’d intreating ofthem, as
might be defir’d, the nature of thethings
“will excufe, as not being capable of per-
{picuity ; or if hard Terms are made
ufe of, if very fignificative, and not too.
many, this is what isallowable in all
Arts ; But then, if Terms of Arthave
been multipli’d beyond neceflity, and
without fignificancy ; or if things that
are plain in themfelves have been ob-
fcurd,, by being handled too Artifi=
cially, this fure is a great Abufe ; and
this is, what has been charg'd upon ma-
ny of the Schoolmen. ‘The myfteries
of Religion are not capable of being
rendred obvious to Reafon, and theres
fore if they have not made thefe plain, .
they are not to beblam’d ; they would
have been more excufable, had they ex- |
plain’d them lefs, and had not trufted
too much to rational helps, in explain-
ing things, that are not the Objets of
our Underftanding ; but tho Myfteries
are not to be explaind, other things
i

41
=
I
|
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~ in Religion are clear enough, and would
continue fo, were they not clouded and
volved by toc much Art. I do not
- charge thisas a general fault, thoitbe

- too common; fome of the Schoolmen
arc lefs obnoxious to this charge, and
generally the firft are leaft Obfcure 5
and Lombard and Aquinas, the two Au.

thors of the Sewzences and Swms have been

more plain, than many of thofe that
haye writ upon them, whofe Comments

have often helpt to obfcure the Text.

It 1s an odd Commendation that is gi

ven by Cardan (k) to one of our Coun. (0 2e -
trymen, one of the moft {ubtile among ff“" f
the Doctors, thatonly oneof his Argu-
ments was enough to puzzle all Pofte-

rity, and that when he grew old he
wept, becaufe he could not underftand
hisownBooks. Men that write De Syb.
#1litate, muft be allow’d to fay what they

pleafe, but thofe of ordinary Capacities
would have thought it a greater Cha-
raCter, that our Do&or had well ex-
plain’d that one Argument, and had

writ fo, that he might have been un-
derftood. There are great Charms

in being efteemed fubtile, and it is an
~argument hereof, that Cardan commends

this Author for his fubtilty, whom in

all
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in its moft Eminent Profeflors, and by
endeavouring to overthrow it by Philo- =
fophy and Reafon. To this End fe- =
veral Conferences were held upon the
Principles of Reafon, by the moft noted
Men of either Party, in which one of
the Philofophers more forward than the
reft, begun toe grow Infolent upon a
fuppos’d advantage, and muft needs
‘Triumph before Victory : ‘An aged Bi-
{hop took fire at this, one who had been
a Confeflor in the late Perfecution, and
was more noted for his Faith than Learn-
ing; Philofophy he had none, but en-
counters his Adverfary ina new manner,
in the name of Jefus,and by theword of |
God, and with a few plain Weapons
drawn from thence, he humbles the
Pride of this arrogant Philefopher, and
ftraitway leadshim Captive to the Font;

All the Reply our Philofopher had left
him, was, that whilehe was encountred

by Philofophy and humane Learning,
he defended himfelf the fame way, but |
being attackd by higher Reafons, it
was neceffary for him to yield himfelf
up to the power of God. “Such is the |
Force of that Word, which fimple vain
Men fo much contemn. e
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