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Richard Offarrel, Ef7;

Colonel of aRegiment of Foot,

AND

Brigadier-General of His MajesTy’s
FORCES.

S 'R,
T is not out of Vanity

that I prefent you with a

Book, that can but 1ll enter-
tam your Leifure, or fatisfy
your Judgment; but out of a
fanguine Hope, that, with all
its Faults, 1t may have your
Countenance, as its Author
has had for many Years.
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DEDICATION.

IT is a Hiftory of Minorca,
Sir, Part of which was written
when that Ifland felt the Bene-
fits of your Admimftration, a
Period of Time that will be
long remembered by the Na-
tives with Pleafure and Grati-
tude.

WaHaAT my Brethren, the
Officers and Soldiers, think of

you, I fhall not venture to re-
late : It 1s too delicate to make
any Part of an Addrefs, which
1s liable to a Sufpicion of Flat-
tery from its very Title.

I am



DEDICATION.

I am determined to giveyou
no Offence of this Kind, how-
ever I may fuffer in the Opi-
nion of the World, for writ-
ing a Dedication to {o beloved,
{o honoured a Man, without a
iingle Compliment 1n it.

I am,
With the bigheft Refpect and Efieem,

3 IR,
Your moft bumble, and

moft obedient Servant,

e T Armflrong.
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PREFACE.

N the Beginning of the Year 1738,

when a War with Spaiz {eemed to
be on the point of breaking out, I was
ordered to my Duty in the Hland of
Minorca. 1 had not been long there,
before I had acquired a competent Skill
in their Language, to enable me to con-
verfe with the Natives ; and as our Dif-
courfe generally turned on the Hiitory,
the Government, and the Produce of
the Country, it excited in me an irre-
fiftible Curiofity to inform myfelf in
thefe Particulars, from the beft Autho-
rities I {hould be able to procure.

Tue firft Book that fell in my Way
was Dameto’s Hiftory of the Balearick
Kingdom. It is wrote in the Caffilian

Tongue,
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Tongue, and was printed in a {mall
Folio Volume, at Pa/ma, in the l{land
of Majorca, in the Year 1633. This
Author was the Hiftoriographer of that
Hland, and is fo much taken up in the
Events that particularly concernit, that
he furnithed me with little matter for
my Information in the Hiftory of M-

norca.

Tue Hiftory of Pincente Mut was
the next Book I confulted. He was
Hiftoriographer and Engineer of Ma-
gorca 3 and his Work, tho’ it gave me
more Satisfaction than that of Damero
had done, yet is it equally defective
in the Particulars I {fought after.

I THEN proceeded to Mariana’s Hi-
flory of Spain, but was ftill difap-
pointed in my Expecations ; for he
{ays very little of our I{land, or indeed
of thereft of the other Iflands, which,
with this, compofed the Balearick
Kingdom.

I TurN-
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I TurRNED Over a great many other
Spanifb Books, with no better Succefs ;
at laft I determined to compile fuch
Fa&s as I had taken the Pains to ex-
tra®t from the two Hiftories of Dawmeto
and Mut, and to work them up, with
whatever I was able to procure among
the moft intelligent of the Minorqguins,
intoa firft Draught of the Civil-Hiftory
of the Ifland, with Intention to add,
improve, and alter it, as any authentick

Materials came afterwards into my
Poﬁeﬂion.

Iaavs hitherto made no Mention of
the Hiftory of the Balearick Ilands,
printed in Offavo in London, A. D.

1716. Itisonlya Tranf{lation of fome
Part of Dameto and Mut, and was of

no Ufe to me, as I had the Originals
before me.

My next Care was to throw together
all the Information I was able to pro-
cure
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cure concerning the Conftitution and
Government of Minorca, which by the
Afliftance of my Friends I afterwards
enlarged and correted: When no
more Materials offered themfelves, I
reduced it to the Order in which it
ftands in the following Work.

I nave ever thought it a ufefuland
entertaining Study, to enquire into the
Trade and Manufa¢tures of a Country,
and to note down whatever was excel-
lent or defecive in either; from hence
a valuable Leflon is learned, of imitat-
ting theone, or avoiding the other. I
therefore applied myfelf to underftand
the foreign Commerce of the Minor-
guins, and confidered the Manufactures
they raifed from their native Commo-
dities, with the Attention they deferved.

Uron a nearer View, I difcovered
with Aftonilhment and Concern, that
thefe poor People trifled away their

Time
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Time in childith Amufements, and
negleé’fed almoft every Advantage of
their Climate and Situation, and were
contented to import a thoufand Ne-
ceffaries, and twice the Number of
Superfluities, from foreign Countries,
for which they paidready Money. This
Difcovery raifed an honeft indignation
in me, which frequently broke out in
my Converfation with {fome of the
moft fenfible of the Minorguins ; and
I fear I have not been able to keep it
wholly out of that Part of the Hi-
ftory where this Subje@ is particu-
larly treated.

Trus far I had gone, before I con-
ceived the Defign of giving a topogra-~
phical Defcription of Minorca. Thisl
afterwards perfeted, vifiting every
Place, and contriving to make all my
Excurfions, and Parties of Pleafure
with my Friends, {ubfervient to my
Defign.

On
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ON thefe Occafions I never failed
to colle& whatever could be of Ufe to
me in giving an Idea, fuchas I was able
to give, of the Natural Hiftory of the
Hland. I made indeed a confiderable
Collection of Foffils; but thofe I never
pretended to diftribute into their proper
Clafies, until Dr H;i//'s Book appeared.
If I had had {o ufeful a Guide, while I
was upon the Spot, this Part of my
Work would have been more worthy

the Perufal of the Publick.

Tue Animal and Vegetable King-
doms were no lefs the Obje&s of my
Enquiry. I confefs I have not treated
thofe Subje@s either as a Naturalift
or a Botanift, having in general con-
fined m}ffelf to fuch of both Kinds as
moft raifed my Curiofity, or were of
the greateft Ufe, for the Suftenance of
Life, or for carrying on and extending

the Commerce of the Natives.

My



EREFRFLCE XV

My Acquaintance with the Mingr-
guins enabled me to draw a Charader
of them, fuch as I flill think 1 juft
one ; and, all Things confidered, I be-
lieve they have no Reafon to be athamed
of the Figure they make in my Hiftory.

Tuat theWork might nothe imper-
fe&, I added to the reft an Account of
the Antiquities that are ftill obfervable
in the Ifland.  Of thefe, the Cairn,
and Heathen- Altar, have a particular
Defcription beftowed on them ; and I
have been at the Expence of getting a
Plate engraved, the better to luftrate
what I have faid concerning them. It
is finely executed by Zivares, after a
beautiful Drawing of my Friend, the
ingenious Mr George Lambert.

In the firft Sketch of the Topogra-

phy, I made an exa& Delcription of
the Fortifications of §7 Philip’s Caftle
but when I came to confider, that fuch

a De-
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a Defcription, coming from one of my
Profeflion, might poflibly be attended
with Confequences that it were much
better to prevent, I changed it to what
it now Is, a general Idea of thofe

Works ; a Condué, 1 believe, that
will eafily be forgiven me.

I nore Brigadier Offarrel will excufe
my infcribing the Book to him, without
his having any previous Knowledge of
my Intention: I have {o many Obliga-
tions to him, that I could not think of
making the Compliment, if it be one,
to any other Perfon.

I 1ap made {everal Remarks on the
Weather, and on the Difeafes of the
Country: But I am very agreeably pre-
vented from expofing myfelf on thofe
Heads, on which my learned Friend,
Mr Cleghorn, has lately publifhed a very
ufeful Book. If that ingenious Gentle-
- man had extended his Plan to the Hi- -
ftory



_ PREFACE. xvii
ftory and Topography, the Trade and

Government of the Ifland, and been a
little more copious on its Natural Hi-
ftory, the Publick would never have
{feen any Thing of mine on a Subjett,
for which he is fo much better qualified.

Ir any thould enquire, why the Pub-
lication of my Book has been {o long
deferred,they may pleafetobeinformed,
‘that while my Health and Strength en-
abled me to do my Duty, I had no
Leifure to beftow on Things of this
Kind. For upwards of two Years
paft indeced, the Gout has kept me fo
clofe a Prifoner, that 1 was glad to
employ the fhort precarious Intervals
of Eafe in putting the laft Hand to
my Collections. And this {erved to
divert the Gloominefs of my Refle-
&ions, and to foften the Rigours of
a tedious Confinement.

SucH as the Book is, I here offer it
to the Reader. If he is a candid one,

a he
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he will make every reafonable Allow-
ance. If he is otherwife, he will be plea-
fed that I have furnithed him f{o
many Opportunities of gratifying his
Spleen, in finding Fault.

CO N-
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S 1R, Minorca, 3 Fune, 1740.
' OUR obliging Letter of the 2d of Fe-
bruary did not reach me before yefter-
day, and I could with that for the fu-
ture you would write by Poft, that I may
have the Pleafure of hearing from you with
more Certainty and Expedition than by thefe
tedious Ships, which fometimes wait whole
Months for a Convoy, before they can fafely
begin their Voyage.
'~ The Tafk you enjoin me of giving you
fome Account of the Ifland of Minorca, you
prepared me to expect, when at our parting
in

-
I
4
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in London, you advifed me from my very firft
Arrival here, carefully to examineall the Re-
mains of Antiquity, and the natural Curiofi-
ties that were to be found; to delcribe the
Towns and Harbours; to fearch into the
Hiftory, Antiquity, and prefent State of the
Country ; to take Notice of the Tempers and
Cuftoms of the People, and obferve their
Methods in Agriculture, Trade and Manu-
factures ; and lafily, to give you an Idea of
the Natural Hiftory of the Ifland, with what-
ever was obfervable in the Foflil, Vegetable,
and Animal Kingdoms. All this I have per-
formed to the beft of my Judgment, and my
Collections for thefe two Years paft com-
pofe a Pile of Papers fufficient to terrify me
when I think of revifing and putting them in
Order.

I could ftart another Objeétion to this Un-
dertaking, befides the Tedioufnefs and Dif-
ficulty. You have at prefent a much better
Opinion of me than I deferve, and it is poffible
what I am going to do may difpofé you to
think worfe of me than I would have you:
Confider the Rifque, and then put fome Va-
lue on my Friendfhip, that will not fuffer me
to refufe you any Thing you afk. Without
further Preface therefore, or Apology, 1 will
proceed to give your Curiofity all the Grati-
. fication in my Power.

The Iland of Minorca lies in the Mediter-
ranean Sea, about fixty Leagues to the fouth-

3 ward
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ward of the Coaft of Catalonia in Spain.
In its Neighbourhood are Majorca, Ywvica
and Formentera, which together with this,
conftituted the antient Kingdom of Mazjorca.
The Latitude of Port-Mabon is 39° 40
North.

It is fcarcely pofiible to confider the Map
of this Ifland, without obferving how far the
Woeather has by Degrees influenced the Fi-
gure of its Out-Line. As the northerly
Winds are the moft frequent and the moft
violent of this Country, thofe Parts of the
Coaft that are the moft expofed to their Rage,
are cut and indented into a prodigious variety
of Creeks and Inlets; while thofe of a fouth-
erly Afpeét are infinitely more even and regu-
lar, and every where fhew the gentle Effects
of a more temporate Expofure. It is from
the fame Caufe that the Mountain-Pines are
ftunted and withered in great Numbers, and
even thofe that thrive beft make all their
vigorous Shoots, and produce their Cones on
the Side that is beft fheltered ffom thofe
bluftering Enemies, from which they incline
their Trunks, and as it were ftretch out their
Arms to the mild fouthern Winds for Pro-
tection. -

Minerca is upwards of thirty-three Miles
long, and varies in Breadth from ten to thir-
teen Miles.and more ; fo that it is nearly of
the fame Bignefs as the Ifle of /#ight, and
contains 236 fquare Miles, and 151,040

B 2 {quare
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fquare Acres. It is 62 Miles in Compafs,
and is divided into 4 Terminos, the Termino
of Mahon, the Termino of Alaior, the united
Terminos of Mercadal and Fererias, and the
Termino of Ciudadella.

The Termino of Mabon is bounded on three
~ Sides by the Sea, has the Termino of Alaior
to the north- weftward, and joins that of Mer-
cadal a little more to the northward. Its
greateft Length is 14 Miles, and it is above
8 Miles over, where at the broadeft. This
Termino contains about 13,000 Inhabitants,
and its chief Town is Mabon.

The Termino of Alaior is wathed by the Sea
to the fouth-weftward, and borders on the
Termino of Mahon to the eaftward ; to the
northward is that of Mercadal, and the Ter-
mino of Fererias lies to the north-weftward,
Its greateft Length is upwards of 8 Miles,
and it is about 7 broad. It contains about
5000 Souls ; its chief Town Alaior. :

The Termino of Mercadal is above 12 Miles
long, and more than 10 broad. It has the
Sea on the north Side, and the Termino of
Muahonto the South-Eaft ; that of Alaior joins
it to the fouth-weftward, and the Termino of
Fererias (to which 1t is united) lies to the
weftward, 1Its chief Town is Mercadal, and
the moft noted Places within its Diftri& are
Mount-Toro, Fornelles, and Sanéta Agatha.
It may contain about 1700 Inhabitants.

The
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‘The Termino of Fererias (to which that of
Mercadal is united) is a long narrow Stripe,
extending from Sea to Sea quite acrofs the
Ifland, which is here but little more than 10
Miles over. It is fcarcely any where more
than 4 Miles broad. It is bounded to the
Eaftward by the Termino of Mercadal, and
that of Alaior, and the Termino of Ciudadella
joins it to the weftward. Its chicf Town is
Fererias; and its Number of Inhabitants does
not exceed 1126.

The Termino of Ciudadella takes up the
welt End of the Ifland. Its greateft Length
is the fame as that of the Termino of Fererias,
which joins it to the eaftward, and its Breadth,
which in fome Places is lefs than 5§ Miles, en-
larges itfelf in others to upwards of 8. The
Sea wathes it on the North, the Weft, and
the South Sides. It contains about 7000 In-
habitants, and has Ciudadeila for its Capital,

The Word Termino, which I have been
obliged to repeat fo often in this Letter, is
derived from the Latin Terminus, a Bound,
Limit, or Border; fo the Terminalia were
Feafts inftituted by the Romans in Honour of
Terminus, the Guardian of Boundaries and
Land-Marks : This Feftival was celebrated at
Rome on the 22d or 23d of February every
Year, when Cakes and Fruit were offered to
the God, and fometimes Sheep and Swine.
He was reprefented under the Figure of an
old Man’s Head and Trunk to the Middle,
! ;% without
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without Arms, which they ereéted ona kind
of Pedeftal that diminithed downwards to the
Bafe, under which they ufually buried a
Quantity of Charcoal, as they thought it to
be incorruptible in the Earth; and it was
criminal by their Laws, and regarded as an
Al of Impiety to this Divinity, to remove or
deface any of the Termini. Nay they vifited
them at fet Times, as the Children in London
are accuftomed to perambulate the Limits of
their Parith, which they call proceflioning ;
a Cuftom poflibly derived to them from the
Romans, whowere {o many Ages in Pofleffion
of the Ifland of Great-Britain. By a Ter-
mino then (in the Senfe we underftand it here)
is implied a Part of the Ifland divided from
the reft by known Bounds, as the Counties
are in England,

This is the general Divifion of the Ifland
of Minorca. 1n my future Letters you fhall
have an Account of what is moft obfervable
in all the Terminos, of which I fhall treat in
the fame Order I have named them. Your
prefent Trouble I will cut thort here, but not
until I have affured you, that

I am,
S IR,
Your, &c.
LETTER I,
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8§1R, Minorca, 19 Fuly, 1740,
H A VE often thought that a Traveller
fhould feize the firft Opportunity to note

down the Things that ftrike his Imagination;
whereas if he defers it until the Objects are
grown familiar to his Sight, his Obfervations
will be of little Entertainment ; but while the
Imprefiion is freth and lively, his Accounts
will be interefting, and his Defcriptions warm
and animated.

Having now reviewed my Collections and
Journals, and digefted their Contents in my
Head, I mean fo far as they relate to the Sub-
ject of this Letter, I proceed in acquitting
. ;n}; felf of the Promife contained in my

alt.

Makhon is the Capital of the Termino of
the fame Name, and of the whole Ifland,
fince 1t has been in the Pofleffion of the FEn-
glifb, who removed the Courts of Juftice
hither from Ciudadella, making it the Seat of
Government. To this they were induced by
its Situation near the principal Harbour, as:
well as its Neighbourhood to St Philip’s
Caftle, the only Fortrefs of any Confideration
in the Country,

B 4 It
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It was antiently furrounded with a Wall,
which is ftill entire in moft Places ; but-with—
in thefe thirty Years the Bulldmgs having -
difperfed themfelves to a confiderable Extent
without the Walls; at this time compofe
feveral Streets in the Suburbs, which do not
yicld in Elegance and Regularity to any that
are within the Town. Mabon is built on an
elevated Situation, and the Afcent from the
Harbour, over which it feems to bang, is
fteep and difficult : Hence the Profpet is ex-
tended, and the "Air rendered more pure and
wholfome ; neither are the Flies (and efpecial-
ly that very troublefome Kind the Mufguita,
or Gnat) fuch a Peft here all the hot Wea-
ther as in the other Towns of the 1fland. =
- The Buildings are univerfally of Freeftone,
and either covered with Tiles, or flat-roofed
- and terraced ; which Terrace is the Matter of -
which their Floors are likewife made, refem-
bling thofe fo well known of late Years in :
London by the Name of Venetian-Floors: But
the Mafons hereare fo expert at their Bufinefs,
and the Materials that enter into the Lompﬂﬁﬂ
~ tionof the Terrace foreafonable, and Labour it
- {elf fo cheap, that they are executed with
greater Firmnefs and Expedition than our
Workmen can perform them, and for one
tenth part of the Expence. |
Their Rooms are generally vaulted with the
~ fame Freeftone (of fix, or four, and fome-
~times of only two Inches thick, according ;u
tne
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the Weight they are intended to fuftain) and

- thefe Vaults are the fame with what our Arti-
ficers call Groims, fpringing from the four
Angles of the Room. The Cavitics, or Span-
drils, are levelled, and another Terrace laid
for the upper Floor ; and then if there is to
be a flat Roof, another Groin is turned, level-
led and teriaced as before; and thus all is
finithed by the Mafon without Timber, which
faves a great deal of Charge in a poor Coun-
try, where that Commodity bears an excefiive
Price, and alfo frees the Inhabitants from the:
Terrors of an Element which makes fuch
dreadful Ravage in many of the other Parts of
the World: And it muft be allowed at the
fame time, that the Natives of Minorca have
no fmall Obligation to the Mildnefs of their
Climate on this Account, fince they are not
often under a Neceﬂuy of hghtmg a Fire,
except for culinary Ufes, or in the Shops of
{fuch - Artificers whofe Trades require it, of
whom too the Number is but {imall.

I cannot help mentioning another Particu-
lar concerning thefe Groins.  The Mafons:
are no way beholden to Centers of Wood and
Boards for the Truth and Exacnefs of their
Work ; for having firft fathioned a- Stone
with the niceft Care, (the horizontal Joints
of which being each of them formed intoa
Radius to the Center of the Arch) they piace
~ one of them in the Situation where it is to

 demain, and prop it witha Pole : When they
o _ find
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find it lies as they would have it, they point
all the Joints with Mortar, unly leaving a
fmall Hole at the Top to receive the Guzfb.
T hisCement they put into an Earthen Pitcher,
having in it a proper Quantity of Water, and
then ftir 1t well about: A violent Ebullition
enfues, and then they pour it in at the Hole.
In an Inftant it difperfes itfelf every where to
the Thicknefs of a Crown-Piece in the void
Space of the Joints, hardening and fetting
throughout in a Moment. They now re-
move the Prop, and thus proceed on every
Side upwards, until the Key compleats the
whole Groin.

But if the Houfe is to be roofed with Tim-
ber, a {light Archis turned a-crofs the Room,
and run up to a Level, to do the Office of a
Ridge, and fupport the Ends of the Rafters,
which are generally crooked, knotty, and un-
equal, of the Growth of the Country, which
produces but few Trees that deferve the
Name of Timber.

One End of the Rafter refts on the Top of
the Side-Wall, and the other lies on the
Ridge. I have never obferved any Beams to
be extended athwart the Houfe to tie the
Feet of the Rafters together, and yet the
Roofs being light and the Walls ftrong, thefe
laft are never thruft from their Perpendicular.
The Rafters ufually lie at about two Feet

 afunder.

A-crofs
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A-crofs thefe Rafters the Reeds or Canes
of the Ifland are bound clofe together. Thele
Canes are of the fame kind with thofe that
are imported into England for the ufe of the
Woollen-Manufatures, and laft a long
Time.

The Tiles ufed here are of one common
Form, which is readily conceived by fuppo-
fing an Earthen Tube, widerat one End than
at the other, cut lengthwife through the Cen-
ter, by which Section two Tiles are produced,
The concave Sidesof the Tilesbeing turned
up, they are laid clofe to each other on the
Canes, well bedded in tempered Clay, the
upper lapping over the lower one about two
Inches; for which Purpofe the narrow End
is placed next the Eves, and the broader one
upwards, Over thefe another Courfe is laid ; |
the concave Sides of thefe are turned down,
and alfo lap over; fo that they cover all the
Joints of the undermoft Courfe, and being
well pointed with Mortar, make a very good
Covering. The Roofs have a great Slope
given them, not lefs than what is called the
Pediment- Pitch, which is not to be wondered
at in a Country where they rarcly -fee any
Snow in feven Years together.

Their Freeftone is pretty much like the
Bath-Stone, both in Colour and Hardnefs:
Like that, it yields freely to the Impreifion
of the Ax or Saw, when it is firft drawn
from the Quarry, and by ftanding in the Air

acquires
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acquires a folid Cruft that fufficiently fecures
it againft the Weather of the Climate. It
abounds all over the Ifland ; and far from be-
ing under a Neceflity of fearching for it, or
digging to great Depths to come at it, they
find it open to the Day in moft Places. Itis
generally raifed in what they call Cantoons,
cach two Feet long and one {quare, when
wrought, that is a double-Cube of a Foot.
The Quarriers firft mark out the Cantoon, a
little larger than the Size, to admit of hewing;
then with their Ax they cut a Channel a Foot
deep, and as narrow as may be, at the inner
Side, and at each End, fo that it adheres to
the Stratum at the Bottom only; then they
apply their Wedges, and {o forcibly rend it
from its Bed. The Cantoons are ufually de-
livered on the Spot for Two Shillings and Six
Pence the Dozen, well {quared and fmoothed
with an Ax. The Country affords great
Plenty of excellent Lime-Stone, and they
build” their Kilns for the moft Part in the
Woods, for the Conveniency of being near
. their Fuel.

Their Pits of Guith are no where at fuch a
Diftance as confiderably to advance the Price
of that valuable Cement, which is a grayifh
Gytfum, moderately hard and poflefling a
{mall Dhgrﬂe of Tmnfparenca, more efpecially
~ in the Mafles that incline to Whitithnefs.

~ The Cavaliers and the moft wealthy of the
Burgbers, build their Houfes on two or three
Sides
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Sides of a fquare Court, and fome of them on
all the Sides: Thefe are of two Stories; the
Ground-Floor contains the Offices, and the
Servants Lodgings; the Principal-Story is
taken up by the Mafter and his Family, and
the Upper-Floor is ufed as a Granary. For
as the Farmers here pay great Part of their
Rents in Kind, the Landlord lays up his
Wheat and Barley in his own Houfe. The
Walls of thefe larger Houfes feldom exceed the
Thicknefs of a fingle Canfoon; thole of the
poorer Tradefmen and Labourers, which do
not often rife more than ten or twelve Feet
high, are of half, or it may be two thirds of
that Thicknefs, and yet are fufhciently ftrong
and durable. Linings of Wainfcot, and
Tapeftry-Hangingsare equally unknown here.
The better Sort content themfelves with
Plaiftering and White-wathing their Houfes
on the Infide, as the poorer People whiten
them only. The Stairs are always of Stone,
and generally very narrow and uneafy.

I have hitherto fpoke only of the Dwellings
of Particulars; I come now to their Publick
Buildings. Thefe are to be confidered as the
- weak Efforts of an indigent People to adorn
their Country ; and if this Allowance is made,
they will not be found void of Embellithment
or Magnificence. The great Church of Ma-
hon makes no contemptible Appearance, even
to fuch, as bave obferved our beft Gorbick
Churches in England, where 1 could name

two
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two or three Cathedrals, though this be none,
that are far from furpaffing it, either in Great-
nefs or Decoration. 4 It may be faid of their
Churches in general, that they are worthy of
being put to a better Ufe than to be made the
Scene of thofe pious Fopperies that are daily
exhibited in them.,

Theyexclude theSun in a great Meafure from
their Churches, and fopply the Abfence of
“his Light by a Number of {mall Lamps fixed
in Sconces and Luftres, that difperfe a glim-
mering Twilight, infpiring the Congregation
with a religious Awe, of no {mall Advantage
to their {piritual Guides. Thus cunning
Linen-Drapers darken their Shops, to exempt
their Wares from the nice Scrutiny of their
Cuftomers : Thus Jugglers act their Tricks by
a doubtful Light, the better to impofe on
their Spe&ators, and avoid Detection. Yet
hence thefe Churches derive a Coolnefs that
renders them very fupportable in the hotter
Weather of this Climate,

It is eafy to difcover, that this Cuftom of
fhutting the Day-Light out of their Churches
is not quite fo antient as the Edifices them-
felves; for I have obferved the Work with
which the Windows are walled up to be
fomewhat different from the reft, and ap-
parently of alater Date. You fhould be told

| that

+ They have lately fet about rebuilding this Church,
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that their Churches have as many Windows
as ours have, only they are all ftopped, ex-
cept one or two of the upper cnes.

The Francifcan Convent, that of the Au-
guftins, and the Nunnery of Sanéfa-Claraare
rather large than elegant Fabricks; yet they
are convenient enough, and have each of
them a Chapel prettily fet off with Carved-
Work nor unartfully wroaght.

The Governor’s Houfe is a ftraggling irre-
gular Pile, confifting of feveral Apartments,
ereted at different Times, and in as many
various Stiles of Building. The Suize of
Rooms built fome Years fince are well enough
calculated for the State of the Inhabitant,
Governors Houfesare apt to be extreamly fub-
ject to this Irregularity and Patchwork, each
inclining to make fome Addition in his own
Time, either to enlarge his Conveniencies,
or to augment the Splendor of his Dwelling :
And as this is ufually done in Neglect of the
Symetry of the Whole, to comply with his
own bad Tafte, or for wantof a good one in
his Operator, it is highly poffible it may not
pleafe hitn when it is finithed. But. a great
Man, that {ouffs the Barbary Air, and is in-
vefted with the Power of obliging, or of mor-
tifying the People under his Command, in
Proportion to their Duétility or Untractable-
nefs, cango on again, without Oppofition or
_ Controul, until he is accommodated to his

Humour.
There
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There is generally a Regiment quartered at
Mabon. The Officers have a Houfe afligned
to each of them, and the Private-Men are
difperfed in thofe of the lefier Burghers, which
are converted into Barracks for their Ufe.
The Proprictors, who are obliged to make
Room for thefe unacceptable Tenants, re-
ceive a {mall Rent from the Magiftrates, and
accommodate themiclves elfewhere as they
can. The Officers and Scldiers have a Pro-
portion of Wood and Oil provided for them
by the Town. A Subaltern’s Allowance of
Oilis fufficient for one Lamp, and his Wood,
with very good Management will boil his
"LTea-Kettle two Mornings in the Week.
~ 'The Streets of this Town, which are gene-
rally very narrow, are none of them paved.
The native Rock appears almoft every where,
and in fome Places 1s very uneven and trouble-
fome to pafs. ,

At the Foot of the Hill on which Mahon
ftands is a fine Wharf of great Extent in
Length, and pmpﬂrtmnably broad, The
whole weflern End is fct apart for the Ufe
of His Majefly’s Ships, and here all Man-
ner of Naval-Stores (except Mafts, which
are kept ‘on the oppofite Side of the
Harbour) are depofited in convenient Maga-
zines, to be in a conftant Readinefs for ca-
reening, repairing, and fupplying the Men of
War. The Depth of Water at the Key is
fuch as -enables Ships of the largeft Size to

come
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Water at the Key is fuch as enables Ships of
the largeft Size to come as near it as they have
Occafion.  As there is no Tide, a Dry-Dock
has never been hitherto attempted at this Place,
though furely it would not be a Work of fuch
mighty Difficulty as it is ufually reprefented,
and yet be of infinite Service if it could be ac~
complithed : For the prefent Method of seav-
ing-down, as pra@ifed here, is liable to many
other Objections befides the more obvious one,
of its being a dangerous Strain to the Mafts
and Timbers of the Ships. But non noffrum
fantas

The caftern Part of the Wharf is taken up
by the Merchants, near which is the Pratica-
Houfe, where Ships newly come into Port
muft apply, and fhew a clean Bill of Health,
before they are admitted to break Bulk.

A little out of Town in the Way to S¢ Phi-
lip’s ftands a fmall Convent of Carmelite Fryars,
where lately a famptuous Edifice was begun by
thofe Fathers, but ftopped by Order of the Go-
vernment. A great Number of Roman Coins,
Lamps, Urns, and Lachrymatories, were dif-
covered on opening for the Foundation,

From hence fome Gentlemen amongft us
reafon a little whimfically, They fay thefe
Antiquities prove this Spot to have been the
original Site of the Town of Mabhon : Now I

canno twell comprehend, how the Remains of
‘the Romans come to denote a Carthaginian
| C | Foun-
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Foundation ; for Mago is by univerfal Con-
fent allowed to have built the Town, and to
have given it his Name. Then they fay the
Romans rebuilt Mabon : And it is very likely
they might: But it is equally probable they
rebuilt it on the fame Ground where Mago’s
Town f{tood, and that by Piecemeal, as we
pull down a few decayed Houfes in our
Sireets, and run up new ones on the fame
Spot. But if they have no better Grounds
for their Opinion than thefe Remains, and
the Multitude of Graves cut every where
hereabouts in the Rock ; thefe certainly make
againft them, and evince the Place not to
have been a Roman Town, but a Roman
Cemitery, fince by an exprefs Law of the
Twelve Tables, that People were reftrained
from either burying or burning their Dead
within the City : Hominem mortuum in urbe
ne fepelito neve urito. This'Cuftom of bury-
ing without the City Walls, was in Ufe with
moft other Nations, efpecially with the
Greeks and the ‘fews, as is eafily proved if it
‘was neceffary.

And now, my good Friend, tell me freely,
do you not fhudder at the Length of this
Letter, when you confider that the Tafk you
have engaged me in requires many others of
unrelenung Tedioufnefs? If you do, blame
your own Want of Difcernment that made fo
ill a Choice ; but acquit me, I befeech yc;_u,

* or
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for the Readinefs with which I fet my felf to
work to obey your Commands.

I am ever,
BT R

Your, &c,

LET T ER ML

S 1R, MiNoRrcA, 17 Aug. 1740,

BOUT a Mile below the Town of
Mabon is the Englifh-Cove, which is

the general Watering-Place for the Navy,
It is plentifully fupplied with {weet Water,
and here the Harbour is near a Mile over, al=
moft its greate{t Breadth., Half a Mile lower,
and about a Mile fhort of Sz Philip’s, lies
Bloody-1fland, making almoft an equal Divi-
fion of the Harbour yet leaving the greateft
Breadth and the deepeft Water on the Mahon
Side. Here is a capacious Hofpital belong-
ing to the Navy, with Lodgings for the Na-
val-Officer, Surgeon, and others, and an Ap-
partment for the Commodore of the Fleet has
been fometimes fitted up here. The cool Breezes
of the Sea, to which this little Ifland lies open,

- render it a comfortable Refidence in Summer ¢
C2 And
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And though at prefent it contains no more
than this fingle Pile of Building, it could eafily
admit of many others, its Area containing,
as I judge, not lefs than 12 Acres; and here
the Frethnels of the Air, and the amufing
Profpects of the more improved Spots, broke
here and there with Rocks and Precipices,
and intermixed with f{cattering Houfes; and
the Caftle and Town of Sz Philip’s, the Fort
of Philipet, and the Signal-Houfe at Cape-
Mola, at a piurefque Diftance; with the
moving Scene all round on the Water ; thefe,
1 fay, all together, compofe a Sitvation highly
capable (if the Hofpital were taken down) of
being improved into one ef the moft delightful
Retirements for a contemplative Mind that is
to be found in this Part of the World.

This Hofpital was built when Sir Fobn
fennings was Commander in Chief of the
‘leet in the Mediterranean, Anno 1711, in
lieu of an old one that was inconveniently
fituated. Mr Grifith, who was at the fame
Time Agent to the Commiffioners for Sick
and Wounded Seamen, made the Contract
for the Building, by Sir Feb#’s Order, for the
Sum of 3600/

The Oyffer-Cove lies almoft oppofite to
Bloody-Ifland on the Mahon Side, where the
Spaniards dive for that delicious Shell-Fith in
10 or 12 Fathoms Water. This Cave (or
~ Cove, as they are univerfally called in this
Country) is fcooped out of the Rock, and as

it
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it has a North-Eaft Afpe&, and 1s confe-
uently fhaded from the Sun, it is a pleafing
%ECEptacle for a Company of Friends in a
Summer’s Afternoon. I need rot infilt, that
as the diving for Oyfiers can only be practifed
in Summer Time, the Oyfters are ecaten to
great Difadvantage ; yet though they are not
fo fat and well fed as fome of ours are in Eng-
land, they have a pleafant Flavour that highly
recommends them.

When you have engaged a Couple of Spa-
nzards before-hand, you proceed by Water to
the Scene, where their Method of diving is
thus: One of the Fellows prepares without
Lofs of Time for the Adventure, and ftrip-
ping himfelf ftark naked, takes his Poft at
the Prow of the Boat ; then faftening a {fmall
Hammer to his right Arm, and committing
himfelf to the Protection of his favourite
Saint, with much crofling, and not a little
Apprehenfion, plunges into the Deep. The
Anxiety of his Comrade, whole Turn is to
be next, is vifible enough in his Countenance ;
but it does not laft long ; for the Diver, having
wrenched as many Opyfters from the Rocks,
with his Hammer, as he is well able to
bring up, or, which oftener happens, having
ftaid at the Bottom as long as his Breath
will hold, fprings uvpwards, and revifits
the Day. His left Arm, on which the Oy-
fters are piled up, is inftantly unloaded of
‘1ts Freight; he is helped into the Boar, and

'R 3 coms
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comforted with a Dram, and then the other
makes himfelf ready to follow his Example.

As we row from hence to Sz Philip’s, we
leave the Quarentine-Ifland on the left Hand :
It is lefs than the former, and much nearer
to the Cape-Mola Shore. Within this little
Ifland Veflels arriving from Barbary and the
Levant, when thofe Parts are vifited by the
Plague, are obliged to perform the ufual
Quarentine, The leaft Remifinefs in a Matter
of fo ferious a Nature would be wholly un-
pardonable. The Havock made by the
Plague at Marfeilles is not to be fuddenly for-
got, and Algiers is feldom a Year without 1t
and the Neighbourhood of thefe Places, and
the frequent touching of our homeward-
bound Levanters here, are Confiderations that
keep up a conftant Vigilance and Caution in
thefe People, It happened lately under my
own Obfervation, that two Algerine Gallies
(at a Time when the Plague raged in their
Capital) having been denied Entrance at feve-
ral Ports, and beat from others, forced into
this Harbour under the Fire of our Batteries,
preferring any Rifque in Port to the Certainty
of ftarving at Sea, But the Turks, having
been a long Time on a Cruife, happened to
be free from Infection, fo that no bad Con-
fequence enfued.

We come next to St Philip’s Catftle,
fituate at the Entrance of Mabon-Harbour,
to which it is the Key, and the principal

Fortification
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Fortification on the Ifland. It is feated on a
Neck of Land between Mahon Harbour and
St Stephen’s Cove, and its numerous Out-
works extend themfelves to the Shore on both
Sides. The Body of the Place confifts of 4
Baftions and as many Curtains, {urrounded
with a deep Ditch hewn out of the folid
Rock which furnithed Freeftone for the
Walls. The Area is bounded on every Side
with Buildings, confifting of the Governor’s
Houfe, a Chapel, Guard-Room, Barracks,
&¢c. In the Center of the Square is a Pump
to fupply the Troops with Rain-Water from
a large Ciftern, and the whole Square is well
paved and kept very clean.

Over the flat Roofs of the arched Buildings
is a {pacious Rampart, affording an extenfive
Profpect to the Eye, and the Baftions have
Guns mounted on them. The Communi-
cation from the lower Area to the Top of
the Rampart is by a Pair of Stairs : The Steps
are about 10 Feet long, 3 Feet broad, and
rife one Foot,  The lower Edge of the Step
is of Freeftone, and there the Rife is only 3
Inches, the reft flopes gently upwards, and
is of 'common Pavement. I have been the
more particular in defcribing thefe Stairs, as
they are not only of ealy Afcent for Men,
but alio for Mulcs and Affes carrying their
Burthens on their Backs, Up theie the
Artillery People likewife draw their Guns
when there is Occafion ; and if they did not

C 4 take
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take up {o much Room, they would be well
worth our Imitation.

The whole Body of the Place is under-
mined, and very ferviceable fubterraneous
Works are contrived in the Rock, and com-
municate with one another wherever it is
neceffary. In one of thefe are repofited the
Remains of Captain Philip Stanbope, Com-
mander of the Milford Ship of War, who
atting on Shore as a Volunteer under his
Brother General Stanbope at the Siege of this
Caftle, was on the 2816 Day of September
1708, unfortunately killed, “afier he had
given fignal Proofs of an undaunted Courage.

‘The Chapel, which is referved for the
Scrvice of the Church of England, is the leaft
adorned of any in the whole Ifland ; for as
the Spanifb Governors conftantly refided at
« CGiudadella, at a remote Diftance, it received
but little Improvement in their Time; and
our Governors living altogether at Mabon, it
has been equally negleed by us, It fill
ferves as a Burying-Place, and an elegant
Latin Infcription has been lately put up here
in Memory of Brigadier Kane, whofe Body
lies near it. Though it is pretty long, I
would freely tranferibe it for your Perufal, if
& Friend had not affured me that the fame
Infcription, Word for Word, is alfo fet up in
 Weftminfier- Abbey, with a Buft of the Briga-
- dier, exaclly refembling him, done by Ry/-
brack, - This Gentleman was many Years in

| the
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the Government of Minorca, and is univer-
. fally acknowledged to have been one of the
\%eit Officers of his Age, and one of the molt
defervedly beloved Men that ever lived.
‘When he firft came here, there was great
Scarcity of freth Provifions: Goats-Fleth in-
deed might be had; but there was little Beef
or Mutton, and tame Fowls were a greater
Rarity than the wild. Mr Kane procured
Numbers of Cattle and Flocks of Sheep; he
had Supplies of Poultry from France, Italy,
and Barbary, and diftributed them, together
with great Quantities of Eggs, among the
Farmers and Peafants, {fettling a Price at
‘which they were to be fold, that encouraged
them to fet ferioufly about increaling the
-Breed. The Gentlenefs of his Adminiftration
reconciled the Minorguins to the Englifb
Government ; and the Troops obferved an
exact Difcipline under {o nice a Judge. The
Roads were every where fo narrow and ftony,
and in many Places fo fteep, that they were
exceflively difficult and tirefome to a Travel-
ler: Mr Kane made a noble Road, that ex-
tended (in as direct a Line as the natural Ir-
regularity of the Country would allow) from
0S¢ Philip’s Caflle, the whole Length of
the Ifland, to Criudadella. In fhort, if the
- Life of this amiable Perfon was writ with the
Alricteft Regard to Impartiality, it would feem
~to thofe who knew nothing of him to be
Iather a Panegyrick than a Hiltory,

Before
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Before the Entrance of the Caftle is a
Hornwork, with other Outworks to this and
the reft of the Fronts : Bat it is not my pur-
pofe to enter into a minute Derail of all the
Works that conftitute the Strength of this
Fortrefs: It would poffibly be invidious,
would certainly be tedious, fince the bare
Sight of a Plan will give you a better Notion
of them than the beft Defcription I am able
to frame, tho’ I were to fpend a Week in fo
unprofitable an Attempt.

There is a great Number of large Guns
mounted towards the Entrance of the Har-
bour, befides thofe that point to the Land
which would require the Service of a vaft
many Artillery-People on Occafion, as indeed |
the various Works demand a very confiderable
Garrifon to difpute them with an Enemy.

Of the utmoft Advantage to this Place are
certainly the capacious Galleries that are cut
out of the Rock, and extend themielves
under the Coverz-Way throughout all the
Works, as I think, This was an Under-
taking equally neceflary and expenfive; for
otherwife the People muit have been torn to
Pieces by the Splinters of Stone in Time of
A&ion, as well thofe off Duty, who had no
Cover to fecure them, as thofe who were
obliged to expofe themfelves. But thefe Sub-
terraneans afford Quarters and Shelter to the
Garrifon, impenetrable to Shot or Shells, and
not to be come at but by cutting a Wa}j;r to

them
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them through the living Rock, againft which
too they are provided with a Number of Coun-
ter-Mines, at proper Diftances, and in fuch
Places as by their Situation are moft expofed.

In the Main-Ditch is a {mall Powder- Ma-
gazine ; another much larger is under the
Covert-Way of the Place, and there are Store-
houfes fufficient for every Occafion, with an
Hofpital near St Stepben’s Cove : And asa
Ciftern is obnoxious to Accidents from the
Bombs of an Enemy, there are feveral Wells
within the Works, and a Quantity of every
Species of Provifions is conitantly kept up to
fupport the whole Soldiery of the Ifland in
Cafe of a Siege.

On the Point of Land to the Eaftward of
the Caftle is Charles-Fort, built by the Spa-
niards, and of little Confequence, as it now
ftands. The Grand-Battery lies down at the
Water’s Edge, and has a high Stone Wall for
the Protetion of the Gunners, who ply
their Ordnance through a long Range of
Embrafures. This is the commmon Burying-
Place of the Garrifon. The Queen's Redoubt
1s the moft advanced of all the Works towa ds
the Country on the Side where it ftand: : Be-
tween it and the Harbour are two other Wo ks,
one of them lately finithed. On the other Side
of St Stephen’s Cove i1s the Marlborough, a ve'y
chargeable Work, which took its Namec from
the great Man who was Ma/ler-General of the
Ordnange not long before it was built,

I have
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I have contented myfelf with giving you
only a fuperficial View of the Caftle of S¢
Philip’s; and now you will naturally expect
my Opinion, what Degree of Refiftance it is
capable of, if the Spaniards, who are now at
War with us, fhould make a Defcent upon
the Ifland. - That I may pot wholly balk
your Cauriofity on this delicate Subje&, T muft
fay fomewbhat of the prefent Strength of our
Garrifon.  We have now in the Ifland five
old Regiments of Foot, I. Brigadier Read’s ;
AL Lieutenant-General Tyrrel's; 1. the
Royal Regiment of Foot of Ireland, com-
-manded by Mujor-General Armfirong ; 1V,
Brigadier Paget’s, and V. Major-General
Anflruther’s *, Here is alfo a Company of the
Royal Regiment of Artillery; fo that our
whole Strength may be about Two Thoufand
Four Hundred effective Men.  Of thefe only
one third can be putupon Daty at once, and
~we have a vaft extent of Works for 800 Men
to defend: Then an Allowance muft be
made for the Detachments to be drawn from
thefe, for ferving the Platforms, repairing
the Damage done by the Enemy, and other
Emergencies ; befides a confiderable daily
Abatement to be expected by the Sick, killed,
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" Thefc Regiments have been relieved fince this Legterwas
written, : e & :
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and wounded, not to fay Deferters. Thefe
things confidered (tho’ I make no Doubt, and
indeed cannot doubt, of the Goodnefs of the
Troops, knowing them fo well as I do) I fear
that if we were not fuddenly relieved by our
Fleet, a powerful Enemy, well provided for
fuch an Undertaking, would too foon make
~ himfelf Mafter of the Place.

But it is not to be imagined that while we
continue Mafters at Sea, the Spaniards can
ever get together a fufficient Embarkation to
fubdue Minorca, with fuch Expedition and
Secrecy as to efcape the Intelligence of our
Miniftry, and the Vigilance and Interception
of our Fleet*. Indeed if we are to fuppofe a
Series of Misfortunes on our Side, and Suc-
cefles on theirs, and the Courfe of the War
fhould, beyond all Expectation and Likeli-
hood, give up the watry Element to their
Dominion, 1 fee no Remedy but that this
Ifland muft fall to them in the common Cala-
mity. Yet I ftrongly hope our King will ever
be able to fpeak of the King of Spain in the
Words Virgil has put in the Mouth of Neptune,

Non illi imperium pelagi, [evumque tri-

dentem,

Sed mibi forte datum. Tenet ille immania

Jaxa—

* At the Time when this Letter was written, the Spa-

miards were the only Enemies we thought of : Things are
- otherwife now,

& But
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But it is now high time to allow you
a Paufe, and indeed I have almoft tired my
Hand, tho’ it be pretty well accuftomed to
Employment. I look upon it as a great
Picce of good Fortune that T am able to
amufe myfelf within Doors, being doomed,
for fome time at leaft, to a Climate where
the Heats all the Summer Months are fo
violent, that a Man muft be very unhappy
who has no Relith but for Company, and is
therefore under a perpetual Neceflity of
hunting for People as idle as himielf, to
countenance his Infignificancy, and keep him
from thinking.

I am,
with an unalterable Friendfbip,
S IR,

Your, &c,

LETTER
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A &% Minorca, 16 O, 1740.

H E Araval, or Suburb of Sz Philip’s,

confifts of Officers Quarters, Barracks
for Soldiers, the Church, and fome hundreds
of Houfes inhabited by Spaniards. Since
the Outworks of the Caftle have been run
out to fuch an Extent, the Glacis almoft
reaches the Buildings in fome Places ; fo that
as Things at prefent ftand, an Enemy would
find thefe Houfes a convenient Shelter to
favour his Approaches, and cover his Work-
men in the Conftruétion of his Batteries :
Wherefore the Houfes ought certainly to be
forthwith cleared away, to fuch a Diftance
every where, as to leave a fufficient Efpla-
nade between the Village and the Fortifi-
cations *.

The Commanding-Officer of the two Re-
giments that are quartered here refides in a
mean Houfe on the Little-Parade. 'The reft
of the Officers are difperfed about the Town,
and moft of them lodged at their own Ex-
pence ; for the greater Part of the Quarters
that were at firft allotted them are now gone
to Ruin: On this Account many Gentlemen

have

M

* This has been fince done.
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have built themfelves Houfes, which they
cafily lett when they are ordered to any of
the Out-Garrifons of the Ifland. The Grear
Parade is now roomy enough for reviewing
and exercifing two Battalions of Men, and
is to be further enlarged and levelled, fo as to
receive a much larger Body,

‘Near this is the Main-Guard, where a
Captain, a Subaltern, two Serjeants, two
Corporals, two Drums and thirty-two Pri-
vate-Centinels do daily Daty *.  The Chief~
Engineer’s Houfe ftands at fome Diftance
from hence, fronting the Parade ; and though
it is of a fingular ftile of Building, I think it
convenient enongh, and well adapted to the
Climate, enjoying a healthy Situation and a
noble Profpect.

The Church is near that Part of the Line-
Wall that is next the End of the Great-Road
as it enters S¢ Philip's. It is fuitable enough
to the Congregation it was built to receive,
which is chiefly compofed of indigent People,
of the loweft Rank. |

The Line-Wall is wholly of Rough-Stone,
piled up without Morter, and extends from
the Head of St Stepben’s Cove quite crofs the
Neck of Land to the Harbour. There isa
raifed Banguette, or Step, for the Men to

ftand on, and then the Wall is juft high
- ' enough

* This Guard is now kept neir the Church,
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enough to fire over. This Wall has feveral
Towers in it’s Range, which are of much
greater Antiquity, and are placed at proper
Diftances. They are built of fquared Free-
flone, laid in Mortar, and run with Guifb,
as appears where the Work has yielded o the
Impreffions of the Weather and the Injuries
of Time. The Line-Wall was haftily run up
a little before General Stanhope arrived here
in 1708, and is certainly of {mall Confe-
quence to the prefent Strength of the Caftle :
I’s principal Ufe is to prevent the Natives
from bringing Corn and fome other of the
Neceffaries of Life into the Town, and
thereby oblige them to refort for thefe Parti-
culars to the publick Szanc ¥, whete great Care
is taken to furnifh them, without the /eaft
View to private Advantage or Perquifite. 4

The Baranco is a hollow watery place, as -
the Name imports, and is the moft confider-
 able Garden from whence the Garrifon and
Town of St Philip’s are fupplied. It is a
flat irregular Plot of Ground, bordered on
both Sides by Rocks, and extending from
the upper End of S¢ Stepben’s Cove a good
way within Land. It is a fertile Spot, and
produces in great Abundance every kind of

| D Fruit,

* Stanc, q. d. es tanc, from the Verb tancar, to fhut, or
lock up : 'The Governor’s Stores for fupplying the Garrifon
and Inhabitants with Corn, Wine, Aguardiente (a kind of
Spirits), and Oil.

+ The Line-Wall is fince pulled down,
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Fruit, Greens, Herbs, Roots, and Pulfe,
that is known to the Minorquins, It’s Sur-
face is but little raifed above the Level of the
Water, and there is no queflion but that the
Harbour which goes under the Name of §¢
Stephen’s Cove once poflefled this whole Re-
gion, until the Land-Floods, which here are
fudden and violent (as the Rains are) walhing
the finer Parts of the Soil from the Upper
Grounds, filled it up above the Height of the
Water, and converied it by Degrees to a rich
Earth. This was the Original of all the
Barancos at the Heads of the greater and
lefer Harbours throughout the Ifland ; and
in all the Harbours here, where the Sea is
fmooth within them, and where there is no
Back-Water to force down the Earth, nor
Tide to carry it off, the Barancos mufit for
ever enlarge themfelves, and conftantly en-
croach on the Water,

St Stephen’s Cove 15 a {mall Inlet of the
Sea, eafily admitting Boats with Supplies of
Fuel and Provifions whenever the Circum-
flances of a Siege allow of it, at the fame time
that they render it more difficult to approach
the Garrifon by the Way of the Harbour.

On the Coaft to the Southward are many
Coves in the Rocks, formed by the dathing
of the Waves, and abounding with Wild-
Pigeons ; and hereabouts the Fifhermen ex-
ercife their Art, when the Weather will not
admit of their going further cut to Sea.

| In
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In this Neighbourhood lies Laire de Ma-
hon, wich we now call Comey-Ifland. It is
feparated from the Main by a Sound of about
two Miles over, of very dangerous Navigation
to Ships of Burthen, on account of it’s Shoals
and foul Ground. This little Ifland, which
appears to be a fterile Rock, yet has ever been
plentifully {tocked with Rabbets, from whence
it has received it’s modern Name ; and here
no inconfiderable Quantity of Salt is yearly
made, which by a particular Indulgence is
exempted from the Payment of the ufual
Duties, rigidly enough exacted every where
elfe in the Country. *

I have never been much furprized to find
very grofs Errors and Mifreprefentations in
the ordinary Level of Travellers, but I con=
fefs 1 was ftruck with Aftonithment on read-
ing the romantick Defcription it has pleafed the
Cardinal de Retz, one of the greateft Men of
his Age, to give the World of Maben Harbour.
I fhall tranfcribe it for you at length, as I find
it in the Amflerdam Edition of his Memoirs,
printed in 1718, p. 301, of the firft Volume,

His words are as follow : Port Mabon,
qui cft le plus beau de la Mediterrannée
Son embouchure eft fort étroile, et je ne crois

pas que deux Galeres a la fois y puffent pafler
D 2 en

* 1 am told the Rabbets have been in a great Mealure
deftroyed fince the Death of Mr Nugent, who firmed this
Little Hland ; and that very litde Salt is now made here.



36 The Hiftory of the

en voguant, il s'elargit tout d'un coup, et fait
an baffin oblong qui a une grande demi lieiie de
long ; une grande montagne qui ['environne de
tous les citez fait un thedtre, qui par la mul-
titude et la hauteur des arbres dont elle eff
couverte, et par les ruiffaux qu’clle jette avec
une abondance prodigieufe, ouvre mille et mille
Jcenes qui font Jans exageration plus [furprenan-
tes que celles de l'opera 5 cette méme montagne,
ces arbres, ces rochers couvrent le port de tous
les wvents, et dans les pd’m grandes tempétes, il
¢t toiijours auffi calme qu'un baffin de fontaine,
et ﬂﬁﬂf ine ?.&‘: "une g!ﬂ'ﬂf Mf?ﬂ'ﬂ?’?ﬂf dﬂﬂﬂf
encore plus de chair et de toutes fortes de victu-
ailles neceflaires a la navigation, que Mayor-
que ne produit de grenades, d’ oranges et de
limons Dans ce beau lieu la chaffe étoit la
plus belle du monde en toute forte de gibier, et
la péche en profufion.

““ Port-Mabon is the finelt in the Mediter-
¢ ramean The Entrance is very narrow,
““ and I do not think that two Galleys could
““ row by each other there; but it widens all
‘“ at once, and forms an oblong Bafon of a
‘¢ good League in Length and more than
““ half a League over. A great Mountain
““ furrounds it on every Side, and forms a
““ kind of Theatre, which in the Number
““ and great Height of the Trees with which
““ it 1s covered, and the Streams it fends
“ forth in vaft Abundance, prefents to the
“ View an infinite Variety of Scenes, much

‘ more .
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* more aftonithing, without Exaggeration,
¢ than thofe of the Opera, This Mountain,
¢ thefe Trees and Rocks, fhelter the Port on
“ every Side from the Winds, fo that in the
“ moft tempeituous Weather it is as calm as
¢ a Bafon, and as fmooth as a Piece of Ice—
¢ Minorca furnifhes more frefh Meat and
 all Sorts of Piovifions for the Ufe of
““ Ships, than Majorca does of Pomegranates,
Oranges, and Lemons In this delight-
ful Place we found every kind of Game,
¢ and a Protufion of Fith.”

I muft obferve to you, Sir, that this gay
PiGture is full of falte Colouring; for the
Harbour is not furrounded by a Mountain,
though the Land is high in fome Places;
there are no high Trees, nay {carcely any
‘Trees near it, nor is it probable there ever
were many ; no Stream of Water falls into
it ; and Boats are frequently over-fet here by
fudden Flurries of Wind, What the Car-
dinal fays of Majorca is not to be readily ac-
counted for, that Ifland having ever pro-
duced the Neceflaries of Life in much greater
Abundance than Minorca, as it certainly dogs -
at this Day,

- Ta tail into Port-Mabon, they bring
Mount-Toro to bear with the Middle of the
Harbwir, and fo keep it ’till they are got the
Longth of Bloody-Ifland, taking Care nat to
come too near Philipet, where there i1s a funk
Rock : They are then in g or 10 Fathoms
| D3 Water,

€

€
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Water, and good Ground. If they would
go above Bloody-Ifland, the muft leave it on
the Right-Hand, and there is Water enough
quite up to the Key of the Town. When-
ever they would approach the Cape- Mola Side,
they muft keep the Lead a-going, for the
Water thoals every where there, whereas there
is a fofficient Depth on the other Side, for the
moft Part, from one End to the other.
There is a good Key at St Philip’s, for
the Ufe of Ships; on the other Side of the
Harbour, but a little lower down, where is the
narroweft Place, ftands Fort Philipet, where
a {mall Guard does Daty for the Security of
the Powder there lodged in a Magazine,
Here is a Battery of Guns, on a Level with the
Surface of the Water, for defending the En-
trance of the Harbour. Between this Fort
and the Cape-Mola Shore is an Opening,
which as been fometimes fatally miftaken
for the Mouth of Mabon Harbour. On the
elevated Top of Cape- Mola is the Signal-
Houle, from whence the Garrifon has due
Warning on the Approach of Ships and
Veflels from Sea: A Bufh hung out denotes
a {mall Veflel, a Ball a Ship, 2 or 3 Balls
the fame Number of Ships, and a Flag a
Fleet ; thefe Signals are hoifted on the Side
where the Ships are difcovered. ,
Cape-Mola is high Land, and is almoft
fevered from the Ifland by Pbhilipet Cove and
a fmall Bay on the North-Side, and is uni-
oS g ' verfally
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verfally efteemed capable of being rendered an
almoft impregnable Fortrefs, at no more than
a moderate Expence. :

It is every where, except within the Har-
bour, furrounded by inacceflible Precipices ;
and the Height (though there much dimi-
nithed) is very great next the fandy Neck
that joins it to the Country; and if it were
even advifable to make it an Ifland, the Ex-
periment would be no wife difficult.

It mut be owned that this advantageous
Situation has not been wholly overlooked,
for fince we have had the Ifland in our
Pofleflion, fome confiderable Works have
been taken in hand, though they were never
perfected ; and this feems to have been the
Reafon : When we firft got Minorca into
our Hands, it was but realonable to expect
that the Spaniards of King Philip’s Party
would make fome Efforts towards recovering
it into their Pofleilion, and therefore {ome
Addition of Strength was haftily made at 57
Philip's. When the Peace of Utrecht was
afterwards concluded, which confirmed the
Ifland to us, fome Ufe was made of the Calm
that enfued to begin thefe Works at Cape-
Mpla; which however were foon difcon~
tinued, on an Alarm of the Spaniards having
made Preparations to invade us; and then
fomething was further done at Sz Philip’s, to

at it into a prefent Pofture of Defence. At
Ecngth St Philip’s growing in Extent and
D4 Number
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Number of Outworks to be a great Place,
and having coft an immenfe Sum of Money
to make it fo, it was judged too good to be
"demolithed ; and thus Cape- Molz came to be
flighted, and the Works of the Caftle were
ordered to be further improved.

At the upper End of the Harbour of Ma-
bon are St fohn’s Gardens, fituate in a large
Baranco, from whence Mabon is principally
fupplied with Vegetables, This Baranco is
‘of far greater Extent than that I mentioned
at St Philip’s, to which it bears about the
fame Proportion that the Harbour does to S¢
Stephen’s Cove, and affords not only fufficient
Supplies for the ordinary Demands, as well
of Soldiers as Natives, but is likewife able to
furnith a Fleet, when we have one, though
not without ra1{'ng the Prices of thefe uﬁ:ful
Provifions in the Market.

" Santa Gracia is a little Mile to the South-
ward of Mahon, and is not an unpleafant
Plce for this Countr}r Its Lanterns and Cupo-
las give it an Air of Grandeur at a certain Di-
ftance, and its Gardens are well improved and
kept very clean,

- The Barancos which I have mentioned
are not the only Gardens that fupply Mabor
and St Philip’s ; feveral others bring in their
Quotas, fo that T do not know any Place
that is better ferved with Garden-Stuff than
Minorea i 1s, nor on more moderate Terms.

About
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About four Miles to the Northward of
Makon are the Buferas, or Lakes (the Word
'Bufera in Arabick importing a Lake) abound-
ing with excellent Mullets, and fome other
Kinds of Fifh, and harbouring in Winter an
_ amazing Number and Variety of Wild-Fowl.
The Water of thefe Lakes is falt, and it is
not ftrange it thould be fo, fince they are only
feparated from the Sea by a Sand, through
which the Water eafily filters, and keeps up
to a Level, with the Surface of the Sea, or
near it ; for there is fometimes an obiervable
Difference; as when the Levanters fet in, the
Sea falls away fafter than the Water in the
Lakes can pafs through the Sand, to fink
them in Proportion ; and at fuch Times the
Lakes will be higher than the Sca: Again,
when the wefterly Winds blow wiih Viclence,
and {well the Sea, its Surface will be higher
than that of the Lakes, for the fame Reafon,

Colomba Ifland lies in the Neighbourhond
of the Buferas, and had its Name from the
vaft Number of Wild Pigeons tha: breed in
its rocky Cliffs. Here have been found {ome
Specimens of Copper-Ore, of which none
(fo far as I have fcen) appear to hold a Quun-
tity of that Metal futficient to defray the
Charge of working it,  But poffibly a richer
. _SDI‘I: might be dilcovered h}i' digging to a
proper Depth, thele havin’ only been with-
drawn from the Surface of the Rock,

If
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If there are any othér Places worth de-
feribing in the Termino of Mahon, 1 freely
confels I do not know them ; fo that in my
next I fhall proceed to that of Alaror,

i am,
SIR,

Your, &c.

P s e 1 I e
S IR, Minorca, 13 Déé. i%40.

OVERNOR Kane’'s Road runs

through the whole Ifland, from S¢
Philip’s to Ciudadella, in as dire&t a Courfe a8
could well be given it in a Country fo very
mountainous and uregular; and by that
means neceflarily leaves fome of the Capitals
of Terminos on one Side, through which the
old Road led. The Town of Alaié#, which
is the principal one of the Termino, and the

belt in Minorca, after Ciudadella and Mahon,
lies
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lies half a Mile out of the great Road on
the lef. Hind ; and this was unavoidable, vn<
lefs M: Kane had made hi- new Road almoft
as winding as the old one was, which many
of the Spaniards obftinately ufe at this Day,
though it be one of the worlt I ever faw, dnd
in many places {carcely to be pafied.

We reckon Alaior good Quariers for a
Regiment, though only nine Companies are
vfually placed in Garrifon here, the other
being fent to the Caftle of Formelles. The
Officers Houfes and the Barracks are not
much to be found Fault with, Provifions are
plemf, the Duty eafy, and many of the
People converfable and obliging, when we
have once got their Language, which we
find it neceflary to learn as expeditioufly as
we can, and that on more Accounts than
one.

Alaior ftands high and airy, and is tole=
rably well built. On an Eminence is the
great Church, a bandfome Gothick Structure,
all of Freeftone, and confiderably antient,
having a fquare Tower, crowned with a tall
light Spire, feen at a Diftance, and contri-
buting not a little to the Ornament of the
Town.

The Streets for the moft Part are narrow
enough, and as noné of them are paved, a
tender Foot is {enfible of the uneven Rock in
moft Places,

The
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The firft Pile of Building that ftrikes the

Eye as we enter the Town, is a neat Church
all of fquared Freeftone. It is quite plain on
the Outfide, but fet off within, as the
Churches of this Ifland generally are, with
every Ornament in Painting and Sculpture
that can be expected from the Genius and
Ability of the Natives. There is at prefent
a Sculptor in Alaior, where, if 1 do not
miftake, he was born, who without any Ma-
fter but Nature, or any School but what he
found in the Works of Geniufes far inferior
to his own, and without a Rival to excite
Emulation, has executed feveral Altars in the
Churches of Minorca that deferve our Com-
mendation, I have feen many Statues as
large as the Life, carved in Wood by the
Hand of this Artift, that were of exaét
Proportion, and in very pleafing Attitudes.
He knows the juft Meafures of the feveral
Orders of Archite&ure, and finifhes the Ca-
pitals in a mafterly Manner; and his Orna-
ments in Fruits and Foliage are of {o delicate
a Tafte as to aftonifth a Judge of thefe Mat-
ters, who at the fame Time refleés on the
Difhiculties he muft have encountered, the
{lender Encouragement he found, and the
inconfiderable Reward he had to expe, no
more than the {canty Support of his Family in
firi¢ Frogality, under a conftant Practice of
the moft fevere Oeconomy.

The
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The Churches of this Country are ever
without Pews, the People throwing them-
{fclves on their Knees in front of the High-
Altar, the Men and Women feparately,
where with an uncommon Appearance of
Devotion they attend the Celebration of the
Malfs.

Near this Church is the Cafa del Rey *,
or Stallage, where a Traveller finds Proven-
der for his Beafts, and where he may lodge,
if he has no Acquaintance in the Town to go
to. When this Houfe, which is the utmoft
Progrefs Minorca has yet made towards an
Inn, happens to be in the Hands of a Native,
the Fare is hard, and the Bed uneafy : Eggs
are ever to be had, and brown Bread, and
fometimes a Fowl may be procured ; but
greater Dainties muft not be expetted in a
Part of the World where there are but few
Travellers, and where the Heat of the Cli-
mate will not admit of a conftant Larder to
be kept up, as the Demand too is purely
cafval. But the Sfallage here is generally
kept by a Soldier, who provides for the
Entertainment of feveral Gentlemen of the
Regiment, and has always fomewhat to {pare
for a chance Comer, let his Condition be ever
fo mean. Forasto Gentlemen, who come in-
to Port, and have 2 Mind to fee the Country,

they

* The King's Houfe,
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they are conftantly entertained at the Houfes
of the Officers, with great Freedom and Hof-
pitality, let their Stay be what it will,

There is but one Convent in Alaior, and
that belongs to the Framcifcans. It is buile
on all the Sides of a {quare Court, with
Cloifters and Galleries, painted with the
Hiftory of the Founder of the Order. The
Chapel is large, and not ill proportioned.
Thefe Fryars take a fingular Pride in thew-
ing their Library, which confifts of fome
thoufands of Volumes, and contains all the
Learning of the School-Divinity, and the Le-
gends of moft of the Saints enumerated in their
Calendar.

One Church remains to the Englifb, for
the Celcbration of Divine-Service whenever
it happens that a Man of War lies in the
Harbour that has a Chaplain belonging to it ;
or elfe thefe five Regiments (each of which
has a Chaplain commifiioned for its ghoft-
ly Inftruétion, at a yearly Stipend of 121 /
13 5. 44. befides a Chaplain-General to the
¥land) are generally left to pray for them-
felves in a popith Country, where many a
Prieft does not earn ten Pounds a Year, though
he is conftantly employed in the Exercife of
his Funétion.

The Town-Houfe ftands near the Center of
Alaior, and is a decent Pile of Building.

The Wells from which the Town is
principally fupplied are in a Valley on the

| INorth
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North Side, near the Exercifing-Ground for
the Difcipline of the Regiment : Befides thefe
the Burghers have feveral Wells of their own,
and Cifterns for Rain-Water are to be found
in almoft every Houfe in Town.

In a Country where there s no River, the
Inhabitants are obliged to dig Wells in the
Rock, to furnith them with Water for the
common Ufes of the Houfe. Their Depth
depends on the Height of the Ground where
they are to be made ; for they muft be ever
carried to the Level of the Sea; and though
this' is not a great deal at Sz Philip’s or Ciu-
dadella, it is yet very confiderable at Mabon
and Alaior, which are built on Eminences.
They ufually dig to a blackith kind of Slate-
Stone, upon breaking of which, the Water
guthes out with fuch Violence, at the Vent
they give it, that their Lives are in the utmoft
Danger if they do not retire with all poflible
Diligence. The Minorquins are conftantly
excrcifed in this mining and burrowing in the
Rock, and are fo fkillful and ready at it, that
it comes very reafonable.

As for their Cifterns, they are hewn out
of the Rock, and contrived of a Size to con-
tain a fufficient Quantity of Water for the
Family to drink, They are carefully plai-
ftered with a good Cement, and then Canals
are laid that convey to them all the Rain-
Water that falls on the Roof of the Houfe ;
only they fuffer the firft Showers to run off

1n
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in Wafite, to clean the Tiles, or the Terrace;
after which they give free Admittance to all
that comes until the Ciftern is full, allowing
the Water fome Time to depofite its Sedi-
ment before they ufe it.  Thefe Cifterns are |
various and irregular in their Figure, which
however more frequently approaches that of a
Sphere, than any other.

Somectimes the Water happens to corrupt
in their Cifterns, for which they have their
Remedies : Two or three little Eels thrown
in alive generally do the Feat; but if thefe
fail, they try an Arm-full of the green Tops
of Myrtle: If ncither Method fucceeds, which
is not often the Cafe, they empty and clean
them, and the firft Rains furnith them with
good Water again.

They have never been accuftomed to cal-
culate the Content of their Cifterns, and pro-
portion them to the Demands of the Houfe,
and thence regulate the Extent of Roofing
that is neceflary to {upply them with Water :
Yet the Method 1s ealy enough. Suppofe,
for Example, that a Family has daily Occa-
fion for eight Gallons of drinking Water,
that is 2920 Gallons ina Year. The Quan-
tity of Rain-Water that falls in a Twelve-
month on a fuperficial Foot of horizontal
Surface in Minvrca we will reckon, one Year
with another, at 27 Inches ; but allowing for
Wafte, we will take it at no more than 20
Inches : A Veflel of one Foot fquare and 20

Inches
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Inches in Depth contains 2880 cubical
Inches of Water: wherefore a Surface of
240 fuperficial Feet of Roofing will furnifh
691200 Inches cubical of Water, which
divided by 231, the Number of fuch Inches
in a Gallon, of Liquid-Meafure, make 29g2
Gallons, a little more than the Quantity re~
quired.

There are feveral Woods in the Neighbour-
hood of Alaior, but the Ground is covered
with loofe Stones, that render the walk-
ing rugged and troublefome, fo that we
are inhofpitably debarred the Benefit of their
Shade, Brigadier Paget has lately cleared a
large Space in one of them, by fetting the
Soldiers of his Regiment at Work, to re-
move the Stones, and fill up the hollow
Places ; and it is now a fine Lawn, covered
with Turf, which by the Shelter it receives
from the Trees that encompafs it (which are
chiefly of that kind of Oaks that preferve
their Verdure all the Year) is never fcorched
by the Sun; neither has it that Moifture
under Foot that is fo much complained of in
other Countries. .

St Puig in this Termino deferves to be re-
membered, on account of the Houfe Colonel
- Bettefworth built there fome Years ago; and
here a Lead-Mine was wrought to Advan-
tage within thefe forty Years, but has been
for fome Time negleéted.

E If



50 The Hiftory of the

If T obferved a ftrict topographical Method,
I fhould tire you to Death with circumitan-
tial Defcriptions of Places, which muft be
all taken Notice of, becaufe they are all to be
found : But I will neither abufe your Pati-
ence, nor mif-employ my Time, to fo little
Purpofe. Suffer me then to fay I have done
with the Termino of Alaior, and to conclude
this Trouble with the Aflurance of my being
unfeignedly,

3 IR,

Your, &c.

LEPP-EiR VE

S 1R, MINORCA, 2 Feb. 1740-41.
MERC!IDAL, though the Capital of

a Termino, is but a poor Place, and
very meanly built; yet as it flands near the
Center of the Ifland it is the common Stage
in paffing from Mabon to Ciudadella. The
Accommodations at the Stallage are fo
wretched, that we ufually lodge at a private
Houfe, where about a Shilling contents our
Hoft for the Ufe of his Bed. We take Care
to carry fome Provifion of Wine and Meat
along with us, a Precaution which a Travel-

ler
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ler will fcarcely neglet a fecond Time in this
Country.

The Church is feated on an Eminence,
and is a Building of lefs Beauty than Anti-
quity, now tending to Ruin. The poor In-
habitants are anxious enough to reftore it,
and have accordingly begun a Foundation;
and if their Opulence bore any Pmpcrtmn
to their Zeal, I am confident the pious Work
would advance with a Rapidity more like the
Effet of Magick than the Labour of the
deliberative Minorquins.

On the oppofite Side of the Town is a
Ciftern for Rain-Water, that which they
draw from their Wells being reckoned un-
wholfome. Above the Ciftern a large Area
is inclofed with a Stone Wall ; the Floor is
well terraced, and laid floping every way to
the Hole, at which all the Rain-Water that
falls on the Area runs into the Ciftern.
There is fomething fqualid and hagard in
the Countenances of thefe People, beyond
what we obferve in the reft of the Natives
of Minorca, and efpecially in the Women 3
but whether it is occafioned by the Badnefs
of their Water, which is the Caufe that is
ufually alledged for it, or is owing to the fre-
quent Vifits of their charitable Neighbours,
the Auftin Fryars of Mount-Toro, 1 will not
venture to determine. ‘Thefe holy Men have
their Convent on the Summit of the Moun-
tain, at the Foot of which Mercadal is feated.

E 2 Mount-
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Mount-Toro (or the Mountain of the Bu/l)
had its Name from the miraculons Actions
performed by one of thofe Beafts feveral
Ages fince ¥, This Mountain ftands near
the Center of the Ifland, which it proudly
overlooks, and is fteep enough in the Afcent,
and narrow and perillous in many Parts of
the winding Road that leads to the Convent,
by which the Area on the Top is entirely
taken up.. The Chapel is a neat Building,
and is painted with the legendary Hiftory of
the Bull. Thefe Monks have a Rain- Water
Ciftern within their Walls, befides which
there are feveral Sources that break out
among the Rocks difperfedly here and there
on the rugged Sides of the Mountain,
Mount-Tero is of the Sugar-Loaf Make,
and its vaft Cone is elevated on a Bafe that
is many Miles in Diameter. Hence the
Profpect 1s very extenfive and amufing, and
the Air in the hot Months is conftantly tem-
pered with refrefhing Breezes, that render
it extrecamly delightful at that parching
Seafon.

Fornelles-Caftle is built on the weftern
Side of the Entrance of a large Harbour
of the fame Name, fituate about fix Miles
to the northward of Mount-Toro. It is 2

{quare

* This is the ufnal Etymology, but it is more probable the
Moors called it ef Tor [the Height] by way of Eminence, as
it was the higheit Ground in the Ifland,
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fquare Fort, faced with hewn Stone, and
confifts of four Baftions and as many Cur-
tains, with very little of a Ditch, and no
Outworks before it, The Infide is built on
every Side of the Square with Houfes for the
Reception of the Troops, and for laying up
the neceffary Provifions and Ammunition ;
and as they are all ftrongly vaulted, the
Rampart is over them. The Commanding-
Officers have of late converted the Chapel
into a Cellar; and as the Minorquins were
heretofore comforted from hence with bofy
Sprinklings and Benediélions, our Soldiers
have their Hearts no lefs rejoiced by the
Wine and Strong-Waters here retailed to
them at @ wvery reafonable Price by their
Commandant, who 1is the Suttler of the
Garrifon, '

A tew Fifthermen live by the Water-Side,
near the Walls of the Caftle, who daily
fupply the Garrifon with Plenty of Fifh.
The Duty is done by a Company of the
Alaior Regiment, which is relieved every
Year, as all the reft of the Troops through-
* out the Ifland ufually are.

On a very high Land at the oppofite Side
of the Harbour is an Athalaia 4, from
whence the Signals are eafily diftingui(hable

at the Caflle,
E 3 Though

+ A Signal-Houfe.
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Though the Port of Fornelles is very large
and fpacious, yet as it has many Shoals and
much foul Ground, none care to venture in
but fuch as are well acquainted. Of this
Number are the Mafters of our Packets:
When they meet with contrary Winds in the
Gulph of Lyons, on their Paflage to Marfeilles
(and thefe are but too frequent all the Winter
Scafon) they immediately put about, and make
the beft of their Way for this Harbour, where
they are fecurely fheltered until the Gale abates
and the Wind comes to be favourable. They
are not ignorant to how little Parpofe it is to
contend with the furly Levanters, which blow
hard, and generally continue a long Time ;
and 2s they are directly againft them in their
Courfe to the Coaft of France, they choofe to
refuge themfelves in any tolerable Port until
their Rage is fpent, and the milder wefterly
Winds fucceed.
~ Yet large Ships have occafionally put into
Fornelles Harbour, and particolarly at the
Time of the Surrender of 8¢ Philip’s Caftle,
when two Men of War were fent to take in
this Garrifon, as I {hall have Occafion to thew
more at length hereafter.

Mount- Agatha is about four Miles to the
no;thuwe&ward of Mercadal, very near the
Confines of the Termino of Fererigs. Itisa
high Mountain, eminently exalting itfelf a-
bove ihe b high Mountains that environ
it, and prcfcnts to the Eye fuch an un-

bounded
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bounded Scene of vaft Deferts and wild ele-
vated Tra&s of naked Rock, as poflefics the
Mind with a kind of awful Delight that for
a Time fufpends all other Refletions, except
fuch as arife from a Contemplation of the
Wonders of the Landfchape.

On one Side Hills rife above Hills, deriving
a barren Nakednefs from their norchern Ex-
poture. The Soil which once covered them
has been wathed away by the violent Rains of
many Ages; or rather (as one is tempted to
believe, that views their rocky Entrails) fhook
off at once by fome terrible Convulfions of
the labouring Earth. On another Side, Val-
leys, Plantations and Vineyards interrupt the
hideous Profpect, and Hills of gentle Afcent
are marked with the Furrows of the Plough,
or covered with Flocks to the very Top.

I had here an Opportunity of obferving
the Stru&ure of a neighbouring Mountain, all
compofed of a naked Rock, that was divided
into a great Number of Strata ; but thefe were
not parallel to the Surface of the Earth, as they
are ufually found in our Quarries, but formed
an Angle of at leaft thirty Degrees with the
Horizon. Now whether the Mountain was
left in this Condition by the Deluge, which
feems to contradi¢t the Opinion of thofe Phi-
lofophers who fuppofe, that the different Parts
of Matter, of which the Earth is compofed,
at that Time fubfided from the Water, ac-
cording to their refpective Degrees of Gra-

E 4 vity,
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vity, and formed regular horizontal Strafa
throughout ; or this inclining Direction of the
Strata is to be referred to fome fucceeding
Changein the Faceof Nature, I fhallleave tothe
Confideration of thofe learned Perfons who dif-
pute about the Original of Mountains, and the
internal Structure and Contents of the Globe.

Mount- Agatha is afcended for the moft
Part by great Rocks, that have been hewn
into a kind of gigantick Steps, which our
Mules eafily climbed, with their Riders on
their Backs; but I chofe to return on Foot,
as the Springs that iffue here and there had
rendered this huge Stair-Cafe (if I may fo
call i) flippery, and dangerous, as I thought,
in many Places: There is a Space on the
‘Top of five or fix Acres, where the deli-
ca.c Herbage is cropped by a few Sheep, that
are looked after by a poor Fellow who
{ojourns with his Family in this airy Region.
Here is a neat litile Chapel dedicated to
Santa Agatha, a Saint much reverenced all
over the Ifland for the Cures that are daily
performed at her Interceflion in all Difeafes
of the Womens Breafls.

A Prieft frequently afcends this {ftupendops
Balearick Alp, to officiate in the Chapel,
where many pious People afiemble from the
adjacent Country to attend him, efpecially
fuch of the other Sex as labour under Com-
plaints in that delicate Part of the human
Body, 'The Altar is hung with Fotive

* | Figures
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Figures of the Seat of the Diftemper, and there
are {fome hundreds of the Reprefentations of
little Breafts, in Wood, Wax, and Silver,
which have been devoutly placed there, in
Gratitude to the Saint.

The Summit of the Mountain was ftrong-
ly fortified by the Moors, and was in their
Days eafily defended againft every Enemy
but Famine; and accordingly they held it
out againft a numerous Army, ‘long after the
Chriflians bhad beat their Countrymen in the
Field, and difpofiefled them of all the other
Holds in Minorca.

I could not here difcover any Vefligia of
the Romans, wherefore it is that I fay this
Fortrefs was the Work of the Moors (which
Hiftory likewife confirms) and there is an
~antient Infeription over the Door of a Tower,
almoft defaced by Time, which, fo far as
it is legible, appears to be of the Arabick
Charalter,

The Plan of this Fortification is very irre-
gular, its Figure having been accommodated
to that of the Plain it was built to inclofe.
A Range of Curtains quite round, with
‘Towers at proper Diftances, was raifed on the
very Edge of the Precipice. Within this
a lefler Circuit was contrived on the higheft
Ground, to epable the Garrifon to make a
more f{trenuous Defence, when the outward
Works fhould be forced, and an Enemy in
Pofleflion of the Plain, '

Here
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Here are two remarkable Rain-Water:
Cifterns, which were built by the Moors, and !
continue entire to this Day. 'They are feated .
at the lower End of the Plain, the better to)
receive all the Rain-Water that falls upon it ;.
and contain together, for I meafured them,,
2173 Tons, or 547,506 Wine-Gallons,,
which at an Allowance of one Gallon a.
Day, would furnith 1500 Men with,
Water throughout the Year. Bat this Al-.
lowance might admit of being retrenched.
in the Time of a Siege, and the Water be:
dealt in half the Quantity to 3000 Men, the:
Survivors of whom would come by Degrees;
to enjoy this ufeful Element in Plenty, as;
the Siege advanced and their Numbers di-
minifhed.

Thefe Ciflerns are compofed of a kind of’
Tapia, or Cement, moulded in Frames (the:
Marks of which I faw) and plaiftered nicely’
over with a finer Cement. This Manner of:
Work was much uvfed by the Moors, where-:
ever they came, and the ingenious Doctor:
Shaw informs us in his Travels I, that moff!
of the Walls of Tlemfan (in Barbary) bave!
been moulded in Frames ; and confift of a Mor-:
tar made up of Sand, Lime, and [mall Peb-:
bles; which, by being well tempered andy
wrought together, bath attained a Strfrzgr.;r;

and

T Pag. 48.
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and Solidity equal to Stome. He adds, the
feveral Stages and Removes of thefe Frames
are flill obfervable. The Moorifh Caftle at
Gibraltar is the moft noble Specimen of this
kind of Work that I have feen; which
having withftood the Weather for many
Ages, was in the laft Siege Proof againft the
Enemy’s Shot ; which made little Impreffion
on it; either fticking in the Face of the
Wall, as fome of it did, or only ftriking
againft it, and falling to the Ground, dead-
ened by the Blow.

I fhall mention but one Place more in this
Termino, and that is Aduia. It is a Poffeffion
(as the Farms of this Ifland are called) fituate
at the Side of a large Harbour to the eaft-
ward of Mount-Toro.

It lies in the Form of a Theatre, open to
the Port on the eaftern Side, but furrounded
on every other Quarter by a Chain of Hills,
rifing with a gradval Afcent to a great
Height. Thefe are moftly naked of Green-
{ward to detain the Earth, and that which has
been conftantly wafhed down from thence by
the Rains has confiderably enriched the Soil :
The Hills likewile afford A4daia an ufeful
Shelter from the bleak north-wefterly
Winds of this Climate. The Air derives
a Temper from thefe Advantages that
gives 1t, in my Opinion, an indifputable
Preference to that of every other Spot in
Minorca,

The
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The Gardens too are laid out in a tolé=
rable Tafte for this Country, and produce
eve'y kind of Vegetable, which thefe People
coliivate, in the greateft Perfeftion and
Abundance. Here are delightful fhady
Walks, with others that are more airy, when
the Sun is retired behind the weftern Moun-
tains. The Grape, the Orange, and the
Pomegranate, prefent their cooling Juices in
Profufion; and the Water-Melons, which
the Minorquins elteem the Almighty’s Blef-
fing on a hot Country, offer their delicious
Store. Hither a pure Stream of living Water
1s conducted from a neighbouring Spring, and
throws itfelf from a Height into. a large
Bafon, from whence it glides gently through
- feveral Canals, and waters every Part of the
Gardens.

Befides the Charms of the Garden, the
Harbour is itfelf extreamly pleafing to the
Eye, As its Entrance is covered from our
View by the Interpofition of high Grounds
to the northward, it appears like a great
River, bordered by a Variety of ever-green
Shrubs that yield to the Impreffion of every
Breeze, and flope their Tops, as if they de-
lighted to view their Pride of Foliage in its

iaﬂ}r Bofom. The exquifite Polith of its
surface is fometimes broke by the leaping
of little Fifhes at their living Prey, {pread
by the bounteous Hand of Heaven in infi-

nite Numbers for their Suftenance. But its
Glofs
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Glofs returns as the fpreading Circles die
away.

You will fay I wrote this in a romantick
Humour : I confefs it freely ; and I thall ever
think of Adaia, and of the Company I
enjoyed at that charming little Retirement,
with the utmoft Complacency and Satif-
faction.

This Harbour, though one of the principal
Ornaments of Adara, 1s of no fort of Ulfe to
the Navigation of the Ifland, on Account of
its Rocks and Shelves Statio malefida
carinis,

Of the Termino of Fererias, united to this
of Mercadal, but little is to be faid. The
Town lies out of the Road about a Mufket-
Shot on the left Hand : and as its Appear-
ance at this Dftance gives a Traveller but
little Curiofity to view it nearer, I will content
myfelf with telling you, it is a poor mean
Place. |

It boafts however of a Church, of no mean
Antiquity, which is at prefent in tolerable Re-
pair ; and near it is the Houfe of the Rector.

Thefe united Terminos are the pooreft and
the leaft cuoltivated of the Ifland; yet they
abound moft with Game, as is obferved in
other Countries; for the feathered Tribe will
naturally frequent a Region where they are
but rarely difturbed : Yet here are feveral
confiderable Tracts of Land that feem to
encourage the Hufbandman and invite his
- Tﬂil;




62 The Hiftory of the

Toil ; if the Expence of clearing the Ground |
of the vaft Incumbrance of Trees and
Shrubs that over-fpread it, did not prove an
invincible Obitacle to an impoverithed People,
harrafied by a tyrannous Clergy, who riot in
Luxury and Profufion, which they muft toil
i Penury and Wretchednefs to fupport.
Yet a little Tendency to Improvement has
lately difcovered itfelf in thefe Terminos, but
its Efforts are feeble and its Progrefs flow
Time may bring it to fomething; and no-
thing but Time can reclaim a People, natu-
rally indolent and defponding, into a Train
of Thinking that tends to their Advantage
and Profperity ; Points they feem to have
long given up, as totally out of their Reach,
and which are almoft grown to be equally
out of their Wifh.

I have brought this Letter to a Conclufion,
and in my next I {hall lead you to the Ter-
mino of Ciudadella. 1 am in the mean Time,
with my warmeft Withes for your Health,

S IR,

Your, &c.

| R D G A
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L BT DB RYVVIL

i 4. MinorcaA, 28 March 1741,
IUDADEL LA was the Capital of

Minorca, when it was furrendered by
the Moors to King Fames of Arragon, A. D,
1232, and continued to be fo from that
time until the Courts were removed to Ma-
hon by our Governors, who made that Town
the Place of their Refidence : Before it was
deprived of thofe Advantages, it was a
flourithing Town, well built, and fofficiently
populous, Its Harbour ferved very well for
the Barks that traded to Majorca and the
Continent, and it {fupplied Mabon with
foreign Goods, as it 1s now, for the moft
Part, fupplied with them from thence ; and
all Intelligence, when the Circamftances of
the Times required Circumipetion, was
neceffarily fent from this Port,

But this important Step was no fooner
made, but Ciudadella vifibly declined in its
Trade, and its Wealch decreafed in the fame
Proportion ; and the Number of its Inhabi-
tants fuffered, by {wift Degrees, a very fen-
fible Dimination. Yet in this impoverithed
State, it may f{till boaft of more Dons and
Cavalleros within its Walls, than are to be
found in all the reft of the Ifland put toge-

ther,
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ther. In this Town are about fix hundred
Houfes, moft of which are inhabited.

~ It is an Obfervation of Cefar, that the
Kentiffmen were the moft civilized of all the
Britons, which he attributes to their being a
maritime People, more converfant with
Foreigners than the reft of their Countrymen
were. And it may be faid with equal Truth,
that the People of this Town derived a
Courtely and Politenefs from the fame Caufe,
that ftill diftinguifh them from the reft of the
Minorquins.

Ciudadella is entirely walled in: That
Part that is next the Baranco is the Work
of the Moors; and though it is a bold Wall,
and of great Height, it ftands tolerably well,
confidering it muft have been built above fix
hundred Years. The reft is more modern,
and confifls of a Rampart, with a great
many Baftions and Curtains, all of {quared
Freeftone. Though the Rampart is narrow
at the Curtains, the Baflions are roomy
enough; and the Parapets are ail of Stone.
A gﬂnd Ditch bas been laid out, and cut to a
confiderable Depth in the folid Rock, in
- fome Places, wuh the Parapet of a Covert-
Way before it; but it is little more than
marked in others, where it was intended to
be made. Thefe Works have been flighted
ever fince Minorca has been in our Hands,
and the Garrifon, upon an Alarm, is to

make
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make the beft of its way to S¢ Philip’s Caftle,
driving before it all the Carttle that are to be
eafily found ; and fpoiling the Roads, the bet-
ter to obftrut an Enemy on his March,

Ciudadella ftands at the Head of a little
Harbour, where the Coafting-Veficls are (hel-
tered in a fofficient Depth of Water, clofe to
the very Walls of the Town.

At the Corner of the Great Parade, next
the Entrance of the Governor’s Houfe, ftands
the Exchange; an ancient Stru@ure, raifed
on Gothick Arches of confiderable Height :
From hence is a Paflage, where we defcend
by a Poflern, and a very great Number of
Stone Steps, to the Key.

The Governor’s Houfe, or Palace, as the
Natives call it, becaufe it was the conftant
Refidence of the Spani/h Governors, isa large,
irregular Fabrick, built in the Gorge of a
Bajftion ; the Ground-Floor contains the Offi-
ces ; the principal Story communicates with
the Rampart, and is upon a Level with it ;
and here is a pleafant Walk, that commands
a noble View of all this Part of the Ifland, a
great Extent of Sea, and Majorca, at the Di-
ftance of ten Leagues,

"The Commanding-Officer of the Regiment
lives in this Houfe, where he finds the necef-
fary Conveniencies : There is a good Garden
belonging to it, divided from the Parade by a
high Stone-Wall; but little Care is taken of
at; and indeed the removing of the Regiments
: F every
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every Year, is apt to difcourage a Perfon from
making Improvements from which be can
propofe but {mall Returns. of Profit in the
Time he has tocontinue : For the proper Sea-
fon for putting a Garden in Order, is paffed be-
fore he comes into Garrifon, which is not till
May ; and if he does any Thing the enfuing
Spring, he is obliged to be gone before many
of the Things come to be fit for Ule. .

The Governor’s Houfe has a fmall Chapel
within it, of which no Ule, or at leaft no
religious one, is now made. Whenever we
have Divine-Service in this Garrifon, itis per-
formed in the great Hall of this Houfe, w ich
is a very fpacious Room, and I think the
largeft in Minorca.

The Officers Houfes here are in general
well enough to be liked, and this Town is
allowed by every Body to be the belt Quarters
in the Ifland for a Regiment ; for the Daty 1s
very cafy, the Provifions good and reafonable.

We are out of the Way of Temptation to un-

neceffary Expence; and if we are remote from
the Seat of Government, procul a fove, it is
no fmall Comfort to refle¢t, that we are alfo

procul a fulmine.
The great Church ftands near the Center of

Ciudadella, and is a noble Gothick Pile of

Building, the largeft in the Country, and the
Cathedral of the whole Ifland. It has a hand-
fome fquare Tower, and a light oltangular

Spire, all of hewn Stone; and is one of the |

principal
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principal Beauties in the Profpect of the Town
as we approach it at a Diftance.

I think it realonable to fuppofe that this
Church was not built before King A/phon/s
of Arragon drove the Moors out of the liland,
A. D. 1287 : It is probably of no greater
Antiquity ; for though we read, * that in the.
Reign of the Emperor Honorius, A. D. 418,
Minorca had St Severus for its Bithop, whofe
{ Seat was at Ciudadella, then called Famnon
(a Corruption " of famﬂﬂ the Name it re-
| ceived from its Cartbaginian Founder) and
| I make no Difficulty in granting, that if
| there wasa Bithop, there alfo muft have been
a Cathedral : But furely the Building in Que-
ftion cannot be proved to be the original Ca-
thedral, but one that has been fince erected on
the Ruins of the old, which might bedeftroyed
by the Moors, who afterwards were a long
time Mafters of the Country. I fhall not con-
tend any further on this Head, having no Op-
portunity of fatisfying myfelf or convincing
you : However,.though it may be difficult to
afcertain the prcc'ﬁ: time of 1ts Foundatiﬂn,
that it ftood as it now does in 1360, is evi-
dent from an Infcription, in the Character of
that Age, ftill legible over the Door in the
South Pﬂrc‘h, which I will here tranfcribe for

you, in Hopes that you, or fome of our
F 2 Friends,

¢ Dameto, p. 150,
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Friends, may favour me with an Explanation

of it, for I freely acknowledge I underftand it
but imperfeétly.

It is in the following Words :

Aci.Ihu.en. & .de. Cor
fa . Prevera . quifo . Ofe
cial . de . Manorca.lo.q
ual . paffa . defoa . di

da . axi . de. juliol . land

MCCCLX. doc. Deo. laia.

It imports, I think, that there lies Fobn, a
Native of Corfica, who was an Officer in
Minorca, and died the xi. fuly MCCCLX,

On the South Side of the Church, after a |
{mart Shower of Rain, we may difcern a vaft
Number of Graves, that have been hewn in
the Rock ; in many of which the human
Bones appear at fuch times : Many antient
Graves are likewife to be feen without the
walls ; but the dead Bodies are at prefent
conftantly depofited in the Vaults of the
Churches.

There is a neat Church not far from hence,
which was referved for the Ufe of the En-
glifh, when the Ifland firft came into our
Pofleflion ; It ftill retains the Name of the
Englith Church, though a great many Years
are elapfed fince it was delivered up to the

INatives,




Ifland of Minorca. 69

Natives, by the Commander in Chief at that
Time, for many and weighty Reafons.

Near Mabon-Gate is a Convent of Auftin
Fryars, a large Edifice, having a handfome
Chapel within it, adorned with an elegant
Cupola. Here Difputations in the Philofo-
phy of the Schools are held at certain Times,
and are very notably handled by the learned
Fathers. The Point under Debate when I
happened to be prefent (for they are well
enough pleafed to give us Hereticks an Op-
portunity of admiring their fingular Erudition
on fuch Occafions) was, wbether Matter or
Form firft extfted ; and this {hrewd Queftion
was litigated with at leaft as much Earneft-
nefs and Vociferation as its Importance de-
ferved. The Pain 1 was in for poor Prifcian,
for they tried to talk Latin, would not fuffer
me to ftay above two Hours, a Space of
Time that bad only fufficed to put thofe
warm Difputants at a greater Diftance than
they were, at their firft {etting out.

~Learning of fome fort thefe Fryars certainly
have ; but furely it is an untoward kind of
I.earning that confifts only of Terms and
Jargon, exprefled in barbarous Latz/z.  One
of them, that was lately returned from his
Studies at Majorca, gravely told me, there
W was a new Philofophy taught there, which was
W founded on Reafon.
N The Francifcan Convent fronts the great

Parade, and is a large irregular Pile of
FAa Building,
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Building, with a Chapel belonging to it (as
all the Convents in the Ifland likewife have)
and a good Garden. One of the Fathers
keeps a School in the Houfe for the Inftruc-
tion of the Youth of the Town, whom he
carefully grounds in the various Superfiijions
of the Romi/h Church, and in a due Reve-
rence for his holy Order. Another keeps an
Apothecary’s Shop in one of the Cells, where
he difpenfes the feveral Drugs which thefe
People have in Ufe among them.

The Nuns of Santa Clara have alfo a
Convent in this Town, and we have ealy
Accefs to their Parlour, where we converfe
with them through the double Grates. They
are meagre {qualid Creatures, with wrinkled
Foreheads, and Eyes much #fed to the melting
Mood. .
" The Fryars go out in Couples, as often as
they will, and deny themfelves noreafonable
Liberties and innocent Diverfions, as the
French Ladies (and pofiibly iome others) very
Juftly call them i But thefe Reclufes have Bo-
dies emaciated with Grief, hard Fare, and
Confinement, and Minds tortured with In-
clinations they can neither gratify nor fup-
prefs; fo that they fink by fwift Degrees
into Difeafes and Mifery. And to add to the
Unbappinefs of their Condition, thefe poor
 Nuns are ever revolving in their thopghts the
imaginary Comforts by which they were de-
lnded to take the Veil (all which vanifhed the
; ' Inflant
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Inftant they made their Profeflion) and mag-
nifying the Pleafures of the World, now it
is wholly out of their Power to enjoy them,
And I believe they are not the only Perfons
who have grown weary of a Solitude of their
own chufing, and heartily fick of the Com-
panions of their Retirement. But it little
avails thefe forlorn Siiters to complain te
their Parents of their wretched State : That
were only to furnith a favourite Topick for
| them to difplay their Eloquence upon; it
would put them on extolling the Felicity
of their prefent Condition, and the certain
Happinefs that awaits them hereafter, in re-
ward of temporary Inconvenicncies and
fancied Evils; for they could be no other,
confidering whofe Spoufe they were, with
a great many of the like Confolations ; to
avoid which, and not to draw the Refent-
ment of the Community on them, they care-
fully diffemble their Difcontent, and like the
fieft Hypocrite,

Each Perturbation [moothe with outward
Calm.

We are glad in Summer to refort to the
Cloyfters of the Convents for a fhady Walk,
and there are Piazzas of a good Length in
the principal Stceet of the Town. 1 need
not fay thefe are much frequented all the hot
Months, in a Climate where the thady Sidﬂf’

¥4 8 a0
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of the Street is very much cooler than that on
which the Sun fhines, where indeed the Heat
is almoft {uffocating.

For a Winter’s Walk, when the Sun is
bright (which is here generally the Cafe) we
have the Road to S¢ Nicolas, which is
ftraight, and near a Mile long, reaching
from the Wall of the Town to the Sea, near
the Entrance of the Harbour. Here ftands
a Chapel, dedicated to St Nicholas, to which
the Sailors refort, that have fuffered Ship-
wreck, to return Thanks for their Preferva-
tion, and to hang up Votive Piftures (repre-
fenting the Danger they have efcaped) in
Gratitude to the Saint for the Protetion he
vouchfafed them, and in Accomplithment
of the Vows they made in the Height of the
Storm.

This Cuaftom, which 1s in Ufe at prefent
thronghout the Roman-Catholick World, is
taken from the old Romans, who had it among
a great Number of other Superftitions from
the Greeks; for we are told that Bign the
Philofopher was thewn feveral of thele Potive
Piétures hung up in a Temple of Neptune
near the Sea-Side. Horace alludes to them in
the following Pafiage :

Me tabuld facer
Votiud paries indicat uvida
Sufpendiffe potenti
Veftimenta maris Deg. Lib. 1. Od, s,
St Nicholas
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St Nicholas is the prefent Patron of thofe
that lead a fea-faring Life, (as INeptune was of
old) and his Churches generally ftand within
Sight of the Sea, and are plentifully ftocked
with thefe pious Moveables.

Near this Church a fmall Caftle remains,
which was built to defend the Mouth of the
Harbour. But whatever it’s Importance
might be in former Times, it is certainly of
{ wvery little Ufe at prefent, and is incapable of
obftructing the Entrance of the fmalleft Fii-
gate we {end to Sea. '

At a liule Diltance from hence we fee a
Rent in the Rock, to which the Sea has made
a fubterraneous Pafifage, through feveral irre-
{ gular Caverns. Our Soldiers have given this
| Hole the Name of the Devil's Bellows ; and
| the Noife made by the rufthing in of the Wa-
ter, at every Surge that beats againft the
{ Shore, does not a little refemble that which
| is made by a large Pair of Bellows.

There is a Convent of the Order of St
Antonio a little without the Mabon Gate,
| The Houfe is {mall, as the Number of the
i Fryars likewife is, yet it is well endowed,
| and has a decent Chapel; and at a little
| Diflance, a very romantick Garden is con-
trived in the Quarry from whence the Stone
was drawn with which the Convent wag
built,

Ciudadella is plentifully fupplied with
| Vegetables, the far greater Part whereof
| grows
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grows in the Baranco to the northward of
the Town,

About two Miles North-Weft of Ciuda-
della ftands Toro del Ram, the Light-Houfe
for this Part of the Ifland. But here I muft:
caution you, that you may not take thefe:
Light-Houfes, Signal-Houfes, or Athalaias,
(as they are indifferently called) for Places
where Lights are conftantly kept in the Night,
to dire¢t Mariners as they approach the Coatt ;
for of fuch this Ifland is wholly unprovided.
Thefe are in Truth no other than Watch-
Towers, where Signals are made on the Sight
of all Veflels that pafs within the View of
the Signal-Men (as I have already mentioned
in my Letter of the 16th of Offober 1740);
and in Time of War, if a Fleet draws near |
the Shore, the Country is alarmed from hence,
by a Smoak, ifit is in the Day-Time ; but if’
in the Night, by a great IMire.

Few People come to Ciudadella with fo
little Curiofity as not to be defirous of feeing
Cova-Perella, -a vaft natural Cavern in the
Rock, about two Miles to the Southward
of the Town, It’s Entrance is narrow and
fteep, but it widens every Way as you defcend,
and the Light of your Torches difcovers the |
Mouths of feveral leffer Caves, that have a.
Communication with the prmc:pal one. In
moft of thefe Cells the Water (which is co-
pioufly impregnated with a Sparry Matter)

Izar:rpe:tuall;,r drips from the irregular Promi-
nences |
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nences of the Roof, and forms an infinite
WNumber of Stalaélites, or Stony-Icicles, of
the Colour of brown Sugar-Candy, for which
it has been {fometimes miftaken, and of a vaft
Variety of Figures. Thefe Stalaffite are all
compofed of divers Coats or Crufts, of very

| little Luftre or Tranfparence; and as fome of

them are no bigger than a Goofe’s Quill,

others are immenfely large, and combining
together, form valt Columns of the Gorhick
Kind, that feem at prefent to fupport the
Roof of this ftrange Cave, as they will in all
Likelihood fill up it’s whole Space in a long
Rin of Years.

One may eafily obferve the feveral Grada-
tions in the Progrefs of thefe Petrifactions (if
we may focall them). In{ome Places we fce
{fmall Capitals defcending from the Roof, and
making their Way downwards, while pro-
portionable Bafes are rifing underneath, as the
Spar concretes that diftils though the Rock,
and drops from above. In other Plices, not
only the Bafe and Capital, but the Shaft it-
felf of the Column, is likewife feen ; fome very
imperfectly, and others compleated to a rude
Refemblance of the Gozbick Style of Columns;
that is, they form together a huge Compages
of lefler Pillars adhering to each other,
Thefe Mafles have probably been a great
many Ages in advancing to their prefent
Bulk ; and though they are ever increafing,
their Growth is fo flow, that many more

| Ages



26 The Hiflory of the

Ages muft pafs, before the whole Cavern is
filled up by them.

Great Quantities of thefe fparry Concre-
tions lie under Foot every where, to a confi-
derable Depth; not that they were ever rent
from the Roof by Earthquakes, which fel-
dom happen here; or loofened by Frofts,
or disjoined by the Winds, being fecured
from the Operations of both by their Situa-"
tion fo far below the Surface of the Ground ;
but the younger Shoots, gradually increafing
in Bulk, have thruft the old ones from theie
Places, and overfpread the Floor with their
glittering Ruins. I have been the more Par-
ticular in what I have faid of Cova-Perella,
as there 1s here a greater Abundance of thefe
Bodies than I ever faw together in any nther
Place,

We are conftantly carried from hence to a
neighbouring Cove, where is little remarkable
to be feen befides a Pool of Water, which by
its Saltnefs, muft have an under-Ground
Communication with the Sea. *

As I walked on the Rocks at the Sea-Side,’
near thefe fubterrancous Regions, I obferved
in the Sand a confiderable Mixture of the
fmmall ‘Fragments of red Coral ; though that
is {eldom feen by our Fithermen, whilit intire
Trees of the white Kind are every Day brought
to Light (not by Delign, for here is no Coral-
Fithery, but) in cafting their Nets for Flat-
Fifh, they are torn from the Rocks, and fo

drawn
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drawn up. Thefe Fragments are thrown
up from the Sea in hard wefterly Winds, and
then the Cavail-Marin (as the Minorquins
call the Hippocampus, or Sea-Horfe) is no
Rarity, and fometimes we find the Stella-
Marina Arborefcens, but much injured, by
being beat againft the rugged Rocks on the
Shore.

Thefe Coves are fituate in a very barren
Spot, if we only regard the Interefts of the
Farmer ; yet here is the greateft Plenty and
the greateﬁ Variety of beautiful Marbles,
with a vaft Number of Foffile Shells, that
are to be found in any one Part of the Ifland
of Minorca.

And now, Sir, I have finithed the Topo-
graphical Part ﬂf my Tafk, What remains,
I have thrown into fome Method, and {hall
difpatch it to you as faft as I can. In the
mean Time, do me the Juftice to be per-

{fwaded that I am with a zealous and unalter-
able Friendfhip,

Your, &c.

Lk T ER
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S I R, Minorca, 2 May 1741.

T is pleafant to confider the vaft Solemnity

with which Hiftorians ufually fet out in
giving us the Original of their Nation, and
the Phlegm with which they wreft the |
doubtful Paffages of obfcure Authors, and
warp them into notable Proofs of a fancied |
Defcent from the Heroes of the moft re- |
mote Ages. Yet there are but few Nations
in the World that can clearly make out their ||
Pretenfions to the Antiquity they claim ; and
it is probable the firit Planters of Countries
were too bufily employed in clearing the |
Ground of it’s Incumbrances, and difpofing
it to produce the Neceflaries of Life for |
their Suftenance, to fpend much Time in |
minuting down their Tranfattions, for the
Information of their Pofterity. Thus an ||
imperfe@¢ Tradition was left to fupply the
Place of Hiftory, and this coming in Pro-
cefs of Time to be corrupted by Error, and
clouded by Fiction, involved their Original |
in an impenetrable Obfcurity : Inftead there- |
fore of attempting to throw Light on fuch [{
Paffages and Events, I imagine it would be |

more fatisfactory to the Generality of Readers, | |

to have the Courfe of Things traced from

Periods of greater Certainty, and to view
Matters
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Matters of Faét eftablithed on lefs queftion-
able Authorities; and hereby a Number of
fine Conjetures and ingenious Hypothefes
would be excluded from Hiftory (whofe
Bufinefs is Truth), and referved for the
Embellithment of Works of Curiofity and
Amufement, whereof, it muft be acknow-
ledged, they conftitute the principal Orna-
ment.

The Balearick Authors are not without
their Share of this national Vanity, and de-
dace their Original from a certain Race of
| Giants, who, as they pretend, pofiefled this
{ Country long before the Reign of Gerion, it’s
firft King, as well as the firft Monarch of all
Spain.

. However that may be, it is probable
enough that they were a confiderable Nation
when they firft came under the Power of
the Carthaginians, 452 Years before the
Chriflian Ara. Thefe Strangers built them
three Towns in the Ifland of Minorca, calling
them, after the Names of three of their moft
famous Captains, Magon now Mabon, Fama,
undoubtedly Ciudadella, and Labon. Of
the laft, ipfe periere ruine, for there are no
Remains at this Day to give the leaft Indica-
tion of the Place where it was founded, un-
lefs we pitch upon Alaior, on account of it’s
Situation not a great Way from the Centre
of the Ifland, convenient for Travellers, on
their Journey from one Port-Town to the

other,
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other. And indeed there is fomething in the
modern Name that ftrongly marks Labon for
the Original, from whence it was corrupted ;

firt into Lavon (the Nations in this Part of
the World confounding the & and the v
together) then Laion, Laior, and at laft
Alaior.

As for Ciudadella, 1 have not the leaft
Doubt but that it was the fama of the Car-
thaginians (though Dameto places it at fome
Diftance from hence, not confidesing that
there are no Ruins, or any other Traces of a
Town, any where near it, to countenance
his Opinion) and might have it’s prefent
Name given it by the Spaniards, when they
new-built moft of the Walls with Baftions
and Curtains ¢ Ja moderne. St Severus
Bithop of Minorca (in his noted Epifile,
dated 13 Feb. A D. 423, and printed at
Length in Dameto’s Hiftory of the Balearick
Kingdom) fays, the City of Famnon (for {o
it was then changed from 7ama) ftood at
the weft, and Magon at the eaft End of the
Ifland ; that the latter was at that time a
Municipal City of the Romans; and that
thefe two Towns were thirty Roman Miles
afunder ; which agrees perfectly well with
the prefent Diftance between Crudadelia and
Mahon.

Mela (who was himfelf a Balearian)
fpeaking of the two Cities in Minorca,
IMago, and Famno, fays they were at firft

 probably
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probably no more than Forts, or Cafiles;
““ but (fay the Authors of the Univerfal Hi-
* ftory, Vol. vii. Part 1. of the Folio Edition)
““ as they {eem to have been both built near
““ the Mouths of two convenient Harbours,
** which are in this Ifland, it is hardly to be
** doubted but thefe foon grew into confider=
*“ able Sea-Ports, efpecially that of Mago.”
Thefe Gentlemen fay, * the Phanicians
“ were the firft that pofleffed the Baleares,
“ and held them till Q. Metellus brought them
* under the Roman Yoke.” But furely they
were peopled before.

As to the Original of the Name of thefe
| Balearick Illands, fome fay they had it from
the Greek Word B4 Ane, to throw, the Na-
| tives being famous Slingers: Bat Bochart,
| with greater probability derives it from Baal
and farah, two Carthaginian Words of the
fame Signification,

It is not ealy to determine which of
the Carthaginians of the Name of Mago
built Mabon ; yetas the elder Mago (to whom
the Balearick Hiftory afcribes this Honour)
continued but a fhort time in the Ifland, it is
more probable that Mabon was indebted for
its Foundation to Mago the Brother of Han-
nival, who refided here feveral Years. _

~Thefe Iflands continued under the Domi-

nion of Carthage, until that Commontwealth
was fubverted by the Romans; and during
this Petiod Hamilcar is faid to have come
G into
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into Minorca, having with him his Wife, who
was here delivered of the famous Hannibal,
one of the greateft Generals that ever lived.
‘The Balearians were employed in great
Numbers in the Carthaginian Armies, and
were juftly famous for their Dexterity at the
Sling, which it is thought was of their own
Invention. Many of them ferved under
Hannibal, their Countryman, when he de-
feated the Romans at the Lake Tharafymenus,
and afterwards at Canne ; and they were fta-
tioned, among the other Mercenaries, in his
Vanguard, at the Battle of Zama.

Thefe Iflands followed the Fate of Car-
thage, and about the Year 212, anfe jf. C
fubmitted themfelves to the Power of the
Romans, by the Management of Sczpro.
They afterwards fided with Pompey againft
Cefar. Upon the Divifion which Augufius
made of Spain, into Provinces, he annexed
them to the Provincia Betica: It was in his
Reign that the Balearians petitioned for a
Force to deftroy the Rabbets, that were mul-
tiplied here to fuch a Degree, that they had
eat up the Corn, and thereby caufed a
Famine. Thefe People continued firmly at-
tached to their Roman Mafters until the Em-
pire declined ; and hither many of the Ro-
man Delinquents were banifhed at different
Times, and for different Crimes.

The barbarous Northern Nations, the
Alans, Vandals, and Suevi, having expelled

the
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the Romans out of Spain under the Emperor
Honorius, poflefled thefe Iilinds in cheir
Turn. And, as the Romans had planted
their Religion here on the Ruin of that of
the Carthaginians, {o the Remains of theirs
gave way to the Worfhip of the Barbarians,
who were at firft Arian Chriftians, but after=-
wards became Orthodox. For, that there
were many Chriftians (as well as Jews) in
Minorca, while it was under the Power of
the Romans, is fufficiently evident from the
before-cited Epiftle of Severus.  Thefe
Northern People, were foon reinforced from
the Continent of Spain, by freth Colonies of
Huns and FVifigoths, who perfectly agreed
with them in the Hatred they bore to the
Roman Name; fo all together fet zealoufly
about deftroying every Monument of the
Pagan Magnificence; Temples, Altars, Sta-
tues, fell before them,

See, the Cirque falls, th'unpillar’d Temple
nods, |
Streets pav'd with Heroes, Tyber choak’d

with Gods.
Dunciad.

They here eftablithed a new Form of Govern-
ment (and new Laws were inftituted) and
continued Mafters from the Year of our
Lord 421, until the Saracens dilpofiefled
them, 4. D. 697, or, as others affirm, 79o,

G 2 when
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when our Iflands were totally fubdued by
thefe Infidels. ,

But thefe Saracens, or Moors, as they had
kept the Northern Men in conftant Inquie-
tude, by the Alarms they gave; and the De-
{cents they made on their Coafts, were them-
felves grievoufly harrafled by the Chriftian
Princes, who being either moved by the
Pope, or excited by their own Hmbumn to
extend the Bounds of their Dominions,
made feveral Attempts on the Balearick
I{lands, though with various Succefs. Charle-
magne conquered them in the Year 801, and
drove out the Moors; who neverthelefs re-
covered them again into their Hands in 8o7.
After this, many bloody Battles were fought
both by Sea and Land, between the Chriftians
and the Moors; and thefe laft maintained their
Pofleflion until King Fames the firft of
Arragon (being flung by their continnal De-
predations at Sea, wherein his Subjects were
plundered and carried into Slavery ; and par-
ticularly incenfed at the ill Treatment of his
Minifter, whom he had fent to the Moori/h
King of Majorca, to complain of thefe In-
juries) refolved on an Expediton againft
them. In Order hereto, he aflembled to-
gether an Army of about twenty thoufand
]'vIen including the Adventurers from Pro-
vence, Genoa, and other Countries, that joined
themfelves with his Subjects and their Allies
in this Enterprize, and fetting Sail from the

Port
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“Port of Salou * on the firft of September,

4. D. 1229, in a few Days landed his
Troops in the Ifland of Majorca, and after
fome fharp Skirmithes with™ the Moors, fate
down before Palma, the Capital, which,
after a long Siege, he took by Affault on the
thirty-firft of December following.  The
victorious Monarch having fettled all Matters
m the Ifland to his Satisfaction, and rewarded
his Soldiers and the Adventurers with the
Lands of the vanquithed Moors, returned in
Triamph to the Continent,

The King, returning to Majorca in 1232,
refolved to make himfelf Mafter of Minorca,
the lefler Balearick Ifland ; bur to prevent
the Effufion of Blood, he firft tried what was
to be done in the way of Negotiation: Ac-
cordingly he fent Deputies to Ciudadella, the
Capital of the Ifland, who demanded in hijs
Name that the Country fhould be forthwith
furrendered to him; promifing his Royal
Protection to the Inhabitants, if they com-
plied, and threatening them with every Effect
of his fevere Difpleafure, if they refufed.
And the better to intimidate the Minorguin
Moors, and to fhorten their Deliberations on
this important Bufinefs, he caufed great Lights
to be made on that Part of the Coaft of Ma-
Jorca that was oppofite to Ciudadella, and full

| G 3 in

' * In Catalonia.
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in the View of the Moors; which fo far
wrought on them (thinking a great Army
was aflembled there ready to invade their
Country) that they prefendy determined to
fubmit themfelves to his Majefty’s Obedi-
ence; and accordingly the Almoxariffe, at-
tended by fome of the principal Inhabitants,
waited on the King in Majorca, and paid his
Homage,  binding himfelf to hold the Ifland
of Minorca for the Time to come of the
Conqueror, and to pay him a flipulated yearly
Tribute for his Protection.

The Conqueror afterwards, A. D. 1256,
made a Partition of his Dominions, giving to
Don Pedro, bis eldeft Son, the Kingdoms of
Arragon and Valencia, and other States on the
Continent, and to Don Fames, his Second Son,
the 1flands of Major¢a, Minorca, and Ywica,
and fome Provinces on the Continent, with
the Tide of King of Majorca ; and put them
into immediate Poficflion of their refpective
Territories, But this Divifion gave a great
deal of Offence to Don Pedro, who thought
his Father had favoured his younger Brother
too much ; and his Hatred to Don Fames be-
ing fomented by certain evil-minded Perfons,
as is ufual in fuch Cafes, increafed to {uch a
Pitch, that nothing lefs than feizing on his
Dominions could fatisfy his Refentment. But
he did not furvive his aged Father long enough
to accomplith his Defign, though, under
Colour of making an Attempt on the African

| ' Coafty
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Coaft, he put into Mahon Harbour, where he
brought the Moors to fubmit the Ifland to
him.. He died not a great while after his Re-
turn to Spain, leaving Don Alphénfs, his Son,
Heir to his Kingdoms and to his Refent-
ment.

King Alphonfo confidered the Minorcan
Moors as a piratical State, whom he re olved
to extirpate; accordingly he got together a
great Army, with all the Secrecy and Expe-
dition he could, and equipped a vaft Fleet,
to tranfport it for the Conqueft of this
Ifland.

But thefe extraordinary Preparations could
not be made without alarming the Almoxarijfe,
who procured confiderable Succours from his
Friends in Barbary, and omitted nothing that
was neceflary to enable him to make a vi-
gorous Refiltance,

In 1287, therefore, Alpbonfo fet out on his
Expedition againft Minorca, and on his Ar-
rival found the Moors fully prepared to op-
pofe him, and ready to give him Battle : But
his Trcops exerted fo determined a Courage
in the Engagement, that it ended in his Fa-
vour, and the Moors were defeated, with a
prodigious Slaughter of their Men. Thofe
Moaors, that efcaped the Rage of this firft Bat-
tle, were worfted a little after in a bloody
Skirmith, where many of them loft their
Lives; whereupon the Aimoxariffe, with the
Remains of his Army, retreated to Mount

G 4 ﬂgﬂ#ﬂs
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Agatha, which, as it was a Poft of great
natural Strength, improved according to the
beft Rules of Art then in Practice, he refolved
to defend to Extremity.

Hither he was followed by the victorious
Monarch, who made many courageous At-
tempts to force the Place, and his People,
animated by his Prefence and Example, per-
formed Wonders againft the Defendants;
but the Situation of this Fortrefs on the Sum-
mit of a fteep and very high Mountain, ac-
ceffible only on one Side, where the Way
was fo narrow and difficult, that a Handful
of Men could oppofe a whole Army, with
the defperate Valour of the Moors, kept them
long at a Diftance, and left them no other
Hopes of getting the Caftle i into their Hands
but by ftarving the Garrifon.

And indeed at length, the Moors, having
but little Provifions 1efr and all their Hopes
of Relief from Baréary beginning to fail
them, confented to a Treaty with Alphonjo,
Whmem it was agreed, that the Ifland fhould
be forthwith furrendered to him, on Condition
that fuch of them as were able to pay a cer-
tain Ranfom, fhould be tranfported in Safety
to Barbary, and the reft to be made Slaves.

In order to carry this Treaty into Execu-
tion, the fame Day that Agatha was furren-
dered to the King, which was the Seventeenth
of Janyary 1287, the Almoxariffe and his
Famﬂy, with abuut an hundred other Per-

fena
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fons of Note, were embarked for Barbary ;
but they all perifhed at Sea, or as fome think,
were thrown over-board by the Arragonian
Seamen that were appointed to condu¢t them.
About twenty thoufand more of thefe van-
quithed People, who could not pay the Ran-
- fom, became the Slaves of the Conquerors, a
feverer Fate than that which befel their more
wealthy Countrymen, who accompanied the
Almoxariffe.

Thus the Ifland of Minorca was wrefted
out of the Hands of the Mahometans by the
King of Arragen, who planted Colonies of
Chriftians throughout the Country, amongft
whom he diftributed the Poffeffions of the
Moors, to reward them for the Toils and
Dangers of the Expedition. And thus ended
the Domination of the Moors in this Ifland ;
after it had f{ubfifted almoft five hundred
Years, in fpite of the repeated Efforts of the
Chriftians, the Exhortations of the Pope,
and the many fruitlefs Leagues and Projets
that had been formed for its Extincion.

The Seventeenth of Fanuary, therefore, is
the Epocha of the Conqueft of Minorca, and
is obferved here as a high Feftival in Honour
of King Alpbenfo ; as the thirty-firft of De-
cember likewife is, in Commemoration of
King Fames the Firlt’s taking the City of
Palma, in Majorca, by Affanlt, in Confe-
quence of which, the Moors were driven from
that Ifland. On both of them folemn Pro-

ceffions
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ceflions are made, and a great deal of Page-
antry is exhibited, to the great Satisfaction of
the Minorquins, who are apt to be extreamly
delighted with every kind of Spectacle and
Show. The Perfons who reprefent thefe
conquering Kings and their Warriors, always
put me in mind of thofe that fo worthily re-
prefent our King Fobn and his Courtiers eve-
ry Year at Horn-Fair.

Notwithftanding the violent Hatred which
the Spaniards bore to the Moors, they fuffered
a great Number of the Names of Places in
Minorca to continue the fame that were given
them by that People; thofe that begin with
Ben, or Binz, are numerous (Ben in Arabic
fignifies Son, Bsni the Sons or Defcendants
of) as are thofe that have Rafa/ joined to
them, for fo the Moors called a Houfe or
Farm that was contiguous to a City; and
many more.

In the Reign of Peter the Third of Arra-
gon, A. D. 1343, thefe Iflands were formally
annexed to the Crown of Arragen. But they
enjoyed but little Peace, from the Time the
Moors were expelled from them, for feveral
Ages ; that reftlefs People were ever project-
ing Invafions, and making Defcents, to pil-
lage the Inhabitants, and carry them into
Slavery : And yet it does not appear that they
ever after made any Armament with a View
of recovering the Iflands once more into their
Pofleflion, thongh many Opportunities muft

have
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have prefented themfelves, during the Di-
firactions in the Arragonian Affairs, in a long
Courfe of Years, as well as fince the feveral
Kingdoms of Spain have been united under
one Head.

Thus have I traced the Hiftory of Minorca,
from the earlieft Accounts to the Period when
it was quietly fettled under the Kings of Spasn ;
rejecting all that was trivial or fabulous in the
Writers I had an Opportunity to confult, and
carefully inferting every material Incident that
occurred in my little Reading, that bad a
Tendency to illuftrate the Tranfactions of a
People little treated of, and confequently little
known. For the Spanifb Authors, however
voluminous they are, give litle Infight mnte
the Hiftory of this Ifland, which they have
either wholly omitted in their Books (as fome
of them have done) or confounded it with
that of the greater Ifland. Even the two
Majorcan Hiftorians, Dameto and his Conti-
nuator Mut, from whom one would think a
good deal of Information was to be expected
on the Subject, are both of them fo taken up
with relating every minute Circomftance that
relates to their own Ifland, that they furnifh
very little Matter for the Civil Hittory of
Minorca.

How this Ifland came into the Hands of
the Englifb, a few Words will be fufhicient to
relate : The Tranfadtion was fhort, and fo
{hall the Hiftory be.

Upon
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Upon the Redu&ion of Sardinia, and the
‘Return of the Fleet to the Coaft of Catalonia,
Major-General Stanbope proje@ed an Expedi-
tion for the Conqueft of the Ifland of M:-
norca, then garrifoned by the Fremch and
Spaniards for King Philip.

He accordingly procured the neceflary Orders
for embarking a Body of Troops amounting
to two thoufand fix hundred Men (for fo it
was given out, though in reality there were
not more than two thoufand) twelve hundred
of whom were Briti/b, including the Marines,
fix hundred Portugueze, and the reft Spanifh;
thefe were put under his Command, and ar-
rived at the Ifland on the fourteenth of Sep-
tember 1708, N. S.

They met with a great deal of Difficulty
in landing and tranfporting the heavy Artillery
in fo rugged a Country, where there were but
few Beafts of Barthen that they could come
at; yet with continual Labour they brooght
their whole Train (confifting of forty two
Guns and fifteen Mortars) in twelve Days
Time, to the Ground, where they intended
to employ them.

In the mean while, Fornelles Caftle was
brifkly attacked by Captain Butler in the
Dunkirk, who got into the Harbour two
Hours before the Centurion, Captain Fairborn,
(which was difpatched with him from the
Fleet) and fired thirty-fix Barrels of Powder
againft the Caftle, which made a gallant

Defence,
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Defence. But the Garrifon, finding the Cen-

furion was able to get in, and had begun a
warm Fire on them, thought proper to fur-
render themfelves Prifoners of War, having
had but one Man killed and four wounded,
whereas the Ships had eleven killed and about
fixty wounded. The Garrifon confifted of
about fifty Men, and had twelve Guns mount-
ed for its Defence.

This Succefs intimidated the Garrifon of
St Philip’s Caftle, and contributed a good
deal to haften its Surrender to the Confede-
rates.

On the Twenty-eighth, at Break of Day,
the General opened a Battery of nine Guns
againft the two middlemoft Towers that de-
fended a Line the Enemy had lately made,
and beat them down, making fome Breaches
in the Line-Wall itfelf (which was no diffi-
cult Tafk, as it was haftily run up with loofe
Stones, without Mortar) which the General
refolved to have attacked the next Day, if
he had not been prevented by what hap-
pened.

For Brigadier /7ade, being pofted at fome
Diftance on the Right, with two Battalions,
fome of his Grenadiers entered the Line
without Orders, which the Brigadier no fooner
perceived, than he advanced with all the Men
he could f{uddenly get together to fuitain
them.

When
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When the General heard their Fire, he
marched the ordinary Guard of the Battery
up to that Part of the Line that was neareft,
which put the Enemy into fo great a Con-
fternation, that they immediately abandoned
the two other Towers (which could not have
been taken without Cannon) and retired pre-
cipitately within the Works of the Caftle.

The Allies lodged themielves the fame
Evening at the Foot of the Glacis of St
Philip’s Caftle, and traced out their main
Battery ; but the next Morning the Enemy
beat a Parley, and a Treaty enfued, that end-
ed in a Capitulation, which was figned at
five of the Clock that Afternoon; in confe-
quence of which, the General took Poffeffion
of the Place on the Thirtieth, and found the
Garrifon to confift of one thoufand Men un-
der Arms, Part of whom were to be tran{-
ported into France, and the reft of them to
Spain.

The Lofs of the Confederates was inconfi-
derable, and did not exceed forty Men, killed
and wounded ; among the former was the
brave Captain Stanbope of the Mzlford, al-
ready mentioned in my Letter of the Seven-
teenth of Augu/l 1740.

We are told this Caltle was built by Charles
the Fifth, repaired and beautified by Philip

the- Second, and enlarged by Philip the
Yourth.

A



Ifland of Minorca, 95

A Detachment of Foot was fent to Ciuda-
della, which immediately furrendered; and
here a Garrifon of one hundred Men were
made Prifoners of War.,

Thus the whole Ifland was happily reduced
under the Obedience of King Charles.

In Sz Philip’s Caftle were found one hun-
dred great Guns, and three thoufand Barrels
of Powder, with every Thing neceflary to
fuftain a Siege.

Brigadier Petif, the Engineer, a French
Refugee, was made Governor of S¢ Philip’s
Caftle for the King of Spain. He foon after
built a large Battery for the Defence of Mabon
Harbour ; and Brigadier Durand begun to
fortify on the Cape-Mola Side, of which I
have already given you fome Account in a
former Letter.

After this Manner the Ifland of Minorca
came into the Pofleflion of the Allies; and a
very valuable Acquifition it was, on every
Account, efpecially its excellent Port, which
immediately became the ordinary Rendezvous
of the Britifb Fleet in the Mediterranean.
For here they could aflemble as many Ships
as they pleafed in the utmoft Secrecy, with-
out having their Deftination difcovered to the
Enemy, as was likely enough to happen in the
Harbours of the Continent. Here too they
were a kind of Curb on the French, and other
maritime Powers. Buat among the feveral
Advantages that redounded to the Bri#;/b Na-

tion
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tion from this Conqueft, it raifed their Figure
in thofe Parts, and gave the Moors and the
Italian States an Idea of them more favour-
able than they had entertained before, and
rendered them more tractable in certain Ne-
gotiations that enfued, than they would pof-
fibly have been, if this Enterprize had not
been crowned with Succefs.

On the Peace of Ufrecht, Minorca was
yielded to us, and has ever fince remained
quietly in our Hands.

I am,

pd R,
Your, &c.

LEd'E B Raswll

S IR, MincRrca, 27 Fune, 1741.

HERE cannot be a more lively In-
ftance of the Force of Cuftom and of

the Infatuation of Mankind, than that the
Natives of this Ifland, groaning under every
Oppreffion, and by every Wile and Subtilty
of wicked and avaricious Men, reduced to a
State of Slavery and Want hardly to be
equalled, thould yet infift with Mr Stanbope,
that
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“that they thould continue to be governed

their old Laws, without the leaft Infringe-

- ment or Alteration. This, and the free Ex-

ercife of their Religion, were granted them
by the Capitulation, and they enjoy them in
the fame Latitude as before, to the no fmall
Satisfaction of their Priefts and, Lawyers,
whofe Counlel it is likely they followed at that
time, as they have been implicitly conducted

by it ever fince.

The Court of Spain has never been over
nice in the Choice of the Perfons to whom it

- has committed the Government of its Pro-

vinces. The vicious Favourite of a Courtier,
worn out in the Drudgery of Pimping and
Flattery, is rewarded for his Services by an
honourable Retirement; a Grandee who has
impoverithed himfelf in {plendid Embaffies to
the feveral European Courts, has an Opportu-
nity given him at lait of plundcring a whole
People to retrieve his broken Fortunes; or an
old Soldier, whofe Merit and Pretenfions have

~ been long overlooked, and, what is very com-
| mon in Spain, whole Arrears amount to a

- Sum which a Minifler either cannot readily

| difcharge, or perhaps does not chufe to dif-

charge at all, is fent out a Governor, and left

- to pay himfclf. In all thefe Cafes it is eafly to
| fee what is to become of the Subjects: If
| theyare obedient and paflive, they are {uffered
| to enjoy fome Partof their Property in Quiet:

if
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if they complain, they are not heard, and if
they refift, they are undone,

And though thefe Iflands have been at dif-
ferent Timesdelivered up to the Pillageof fome
of the moft confuming Tyrants that ever dif-
graced human Nature by feeming to be of the
Species ; the Minorquins fatally mifled a fa-
vourable Opportunity of becoming Partakers
of all the various Benefits of the mildeft Con-
ftitution of Government upon Earth, For at
the Time that the Treaty of Utrecht yielded
their Country to Great-Britain, if they had
made A pplication, that they might for the fu-
ture be governed according to our Laws, 1
make no doubt but their Requeft would have
been readily complied with.

What furprizes us moft in their negleQting
to take this {alutary Step, is the Information
they muft have received of the Advantages
that muft have unavoidably attended fuch a
Privilege. However that 1s, they continue
their old Conftitution, and, as one Confequence
of it, pay a Multitude of 1'axes and Impofi-
tions to the Publick, and have {fuch Sums extort-
ed from them for the Support of their Clergy,
as are excellively burthenfome and opprefiive.

Hence it is that the Univerfities * of all

the

e ————————— T et

* By Univerfities here, are not to be underftood Colleges,
or Seminaries, for Education or Learning, but the governing
Part of the Magiftrates in every Termino, by whom Taxes are
laid on the People, and the publick Treafure is difpofed of.
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the Terminos are run into great Debts, which
are continually increafing; and this Poverty of
the Publick is by no means recompenfed by
the Wealth and Affluence of Particulars, as i1s
the Cafe of Genoa, and fome other Countries;
for their Contributions to the Expences of the
Government, are of themfelves fufficient to
impoverifth them; befides which they are
loaded with a numerous Race of idle Locufts,
black, white, and grey, that fit heavy on their
Induftry, and after all traffick with them, as
our Merchants do with the Savages, exchang-
ing Beads, PiGtures, and Baubles, for every
Thing of Value they have in the World.

I havein my Cuftody an authentick Paper,
that contains a State of the Capital Debis of
all the Terminos of the Ifland, which I will
tranfcribe in this Place for your Satisfaction.

The Termino of Mabon owes, Principal-

Money

Liwres.  Sols. Dineres.
SRR 4T Y R
L S g - N o -
Mercadal and Fererias 12938 13 ©
Ciudadells - - - 54068 " 11 1
FOIRLT = s VeV 122199 12 1
Which Sum is in Sterling-Money,
L2 TR 0
g There
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There is yearly railed in the feveral Terminos,
Livres. Sols. Din.

Oof Mabon - - - - 717 § O
== Alator - - - .- - 2534 11 9
— Mercadal and Fererias - 1785 1. 4
— Ciudadella - - - - ob3 10 II
Tatali oL as=iv-n2381 15,212 LIesE G L6

4 P et a fre

Or in Sterling-Money [.3210 © O near.

Their Rate of Intereft is 8 per Cent. fo that
it requires no lefs than £. 1406 8 © Sterling
(a vaft Sum in this Country) to pay the Inter-
eft of the above Principal-Money, as it be-
comes due every Year: The Remainder, that
15, ,{: 1743 12 0O, 18 Equaﬂy neceflary to be
raifed for the Support of the publick Officers,
and the Charge of providing the Troops with
Quarters, Wood and Oil, and Beafts and
Veffels for removing their Baggage, as they
are {hifted from Gurrifon to Garrifon.

The Conftitution by which the Ifland of
Majorca is governed, was copied by King
Fames the Firft from that of his Kingdom of
Arragon, and introduced there {oon after the
Conquelt ; as that of Minorca was eftablithed
here by King Alpbonfo, on his reducing this
Ifland to his Obedience. Both have under-
gone fome Alerations (tho’ in the main they
are agreeable enough to the fitft Inititution)
and they differ little from each other, except
that all the Magiftrates of this Ifland are {ub-
ordinate to thofc of Mujerca. Thefe 1{lands
have loft the Privilege they once enjoyed, of

2 being
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being reprefented by their Deputies in the
Cortes of Arragon, Catalonia, &c. for having
fometimes forborn to fend them, when they
were unable to bear the Expence.

The Court of Royal-Government is the
principal Tribunal of the l{land, in all Caufes
wherein the Crown is concerned (except fuch
as regard the Royal-Patrimony) in all Matters
relating to the furats of the {everal Univerfi-
ties, or Terminos, and in all criminal Cafes ;
hither Appeals are made from the inferior
Courts.

The Governor prefides at this Court, and
all the Proceedings are in his Name. He is
obliged to attend in Perfon at the Tryal of
Criminals; but in Civil Cafes of little Mo-
ment, his Prefence is difpenfed with,

He is affifted by two Officers of the Court,
an Affeflor and Fifcal: The firft is his Coun-
fellor, to manage the Tryals; the other is
Advocate for the Crown. Thele fign the Sen-
tence with the Governor.

When the Governor abfents himfelf from
the Tryal of Civil Caufes of fmall Importance,
the Ayje/for is the chief Judge, and figns the
Decree alone, in the Governor’s Name; for
- the Fifcal is not properly a Judge in Civil
Affairs,

In Caufes where the A4/f¢/for is known to
~ be concerned in Intereft, or where he is liable

‘to be biaffed by Enmity, Friendfhip, or Kin-
dred, the Governor may appointanother Law-

&L yer



102 The Hiflory of the

yer (againft whom thefe Objections do notlie) -
to officiate in his Room, |

There is 2 Procurador-Real to attend the
Court, and inform them of fuch Matters as
are to be brought before them, and to puthon
the Tryal. Other inferior Officers there like-
wife are; an Efcrivan, or Secretary ; an Al-
guazil, or Bailitf; a Macero, or Mace-Bearer ;
and a Carcelero, or Gaoler. This Court of
Royal Government was fubordinate to the
Cnu rt of Royal Audience in Majorca.

The Rovai Patrimony, or Crown- Rcvenue
is regulated by a Council, confifting of the
Procurador-Real (who is the Prefident) the
Affeffor, and the Fifcal, They hold Inquiries
into the concealed Branches of the Revenue,
fee that the Decimos (or Dues of the Crown
that are paid 1o kind) are fold to the beft Ad-
vantage, and fettle all new Cencoes (which are
-a Sort of Crown-Rent, or yearly Acknowledg-
ment) fixing their Rate.

The Procurador-Real is Receiver and Pay-
mafter of the Royal Patrimony, and holds a -
Court, in which the Fifca/ and A/feffor are the
Judges; he him{elf having no Vote there.

The Fifcal of the Royal-Government aéts
in this Courtas Judge in Ordinary, and Coun-
fclior tothe Procurador- Real.

The Ajfeffor of the Royal-Government is
likewife a Judge in this Court, and the Sentence
principally depends upon his Opinion; for
though the Fifca/ thould differ from him, yet he

15
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is obliged to fign the Sentence. Whenever it
happens that they are of different Opinions,
the Decree is thus worded. ¢« By the Advice
« of the Affeffor, and the Intravention of the
« Fifcal;” and the Secretary is to make an
Entry of the Proceedings in his Books, and
atteft it.

There is befides a Deputy-Receiver, who
has his Under-Receivers, or Collectors, in the
feveral Terminos.

The Efcrivan, or Secretary, keeps the Re-
cords, the Alguazil a&sas a Catch-pole, to
arreft Delinquents, and the Sach is the Porter
and Cryer,

The principal Magiftrates that are fet over
the feveral Termings, are the Furats: Thofe
of Ciudadellaare furats-General of the whole
Ifland. All Furats, whether collectively or
feparate, are honoured with the Style of Sezior
Magnifico. Their Office is to lay before the
Governor occafionally all the Grievances and
Hard(hips of the People, to the end that they
may be redrefled ; and to {ee that the Mar-
kets are duly fopplied with the Neceffaries
of Life.

Tho’ the furats have no executive Power of
their own, they may impofe Taxes on their
Termino, with the Confent of their ordinary
Council, to whom they are accountable for
the Money fo raifed.

They had formerly the Privilege of engrof-
fing the Corn, and of fettling the Aforacion,

H 4 or
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or Rateat which it was to be {old to the Peoa
ple; but this has-been long difcontinued.

The Furat-Major is to be always chofen
out of the Body of the Cavaliers (who are all
Donzells, or Gentlemen, with the Title of Don)
another out of the Ciutadans, or Citizens, an-
other is a Mercader, or Merchant, and a
fourth is a Meneftral, or Artifan. To thefe we
may add the Furar- Pejez, who is a Peafant.
And thus all the Orders of Men, of which
the Inhabitants of every Terming are compof-
ed, have their proper Reprefentatives among
the Magiftrates by whom they are governed.

When the Furats have ferved out their
Year, their Succeflors are eleted, and take
the neceflary Qaths to qualify them to enter
- on the Adminiftration of their Office. None
on whom the Ele&ion falls can decline the
publick Service, and no one Furat can be
chofen two Years fucceflively. The new Fu-
rats immediately appoint their Copnfellors to
aflift them:.

The Termino of Ciudadella has a Furat-
Clavario, which none of the others have. This
Officer is the Public-Treafurer, and the fe-
cond Furat in Rank. By him all Matters are
propofed at the Meetings of the Furats, and
when the Governor comes into the Termino,
heis the fieft that is toaddrefs him: But when
the Magiftrates attend the Governor at any
Place that is without the Termino, this Honour
“belongs to the Yurat- Major,

g | With
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With the Clavario all the publick Money
is lodged, and his Difburfements are regulated
by the Orders of the Furats, with the Ap-
probation of the Council. At the Clofe of the
Year his Accounts are audited, and the Bal-
lance is paid into the Hands of the new
Clavario.

When the Furats think it neceflary to call
a General-Council, they apply to the Gover-
nor for his Summons ; on the Reccipt whereof
the Deputies of all the Terminss aflemble at
Ctudadella at the appointed Time. ThisCoun-
cil 1s compofed of twenty-four Members, be-
fides the ‘furats-Gefieral, which laft have no
Voice, unlefs a Syadico * is to be fent out of
the Ifland, and then they are at Liberty to
vote in the Choice of the Perfon.

- The Bufinefs that ufually employs a Gene-
ral-Council, is to impofe new Taxes; to en-
quire whetherany Termino has paid more than
it’s juft Proportion to a former Tax ; to pro-
vide for any extraordinary Fxpence that i1s
about to be incurred by the Ifland in general;
and to take into Confideration the State of
Affairs, and reprefent all Hard(hips and Op-
preflions to the Governor, oreven tolay them
before the King, for Redrefs ; if they are
driven fo far, by baving their former Remon-

ftrances flighted by the Governor.
The

* From Syndicus, Lat. an Advocate appointed to defend
the Rights of any City, People, &'e.
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The Governor, or Commander in Chief,
cannot affemble a General-Council on hisown
Authority ; 1t can only be convened at the
Requelt of the Furars, who are under no Ne-
ceflity of acquainting him with the Bufinefs
that is to be the Subjet of their Deliberations,
even tho’ their Intention fhould be to fend a
Syndico to the King: Butit is cuftomary,
when their own Affairs are once difpatched,
to defire to know if he has any thing to offer
for the Service of the Crown. After they
are broke up, indecd, the Fifcal of the Royal-
Government may demand of the Furats-Ge-
neral the Refolutions of the General-Coun-
cil, which he is then at Liberty to lay before
the Governor: But this feems to be an In-
croachment of the Prerogative, as it in a
great Meafure defeats the above Privilege,
and renders it of little Value.

Any one Termino may, at its own Expence,
difpatch a Syzdico to the King, without apply-
ing to the others for their Confent.

There isa Bayle in every Termino, who car-
ries his Rod of Juftice every where within his
own Termino, but not out of it, He holds a
Court, from whence an Appeal lies to the
Court of Royal-Government.

The Bayle of Ciudadella has the Appella-
tion of Bayle-General, and to him the Bayles
of the other Terminos are in fome Degree
fubordinate : He carries his Rod all over the
Ifland,

Hereto-
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Heretofore, when a Governor died, the

. Command of the fland devolved on this

Officer, and he enjoyed half the Salary until
a new Governor arrived. He holds a Court,
wherein he s aflifted by his A/fe/lor ; and here
all Caufes (except fome few of a particular
Nature) are tried, with an Appeal to the
Court of Royal-Government,

The Bayle-General is Judge in Ordinaryof
the whole Ifland, and to him all Proclama-
tions are directed. The Orders of March for
the Troops, and the Bufinefs of quartering
thein, fall to his Province.

All the Bayles have their Lieutenants. The
Lieutenant of the Bayle-General never carries
a Rod in his Prefence, tho’ the other Lieute-
nant-Bayles have this Privilege in the Pre-
fence of their refpective Principals,

The Bcz}x’f-Gf.-rfrai s Affeffor 1s his Coun-
fellor and Affiftant in all Matters that are
brought to a Tryal in his Court.

The Bayle-Conful tries all Caufes for five
Livres, and under, in a fummary way, which
keeps a Multitude of trifling Bufinefs out of
the fuperior Courts, All maritime Affairs are
brought before him as Confu/, and an Appeal
from his Decifions lies to the Governor only.

All the Magiftrates enter upon their Office
annually on Whit-Sunday, and take an Oath
of Allegiance.,

The Almutazen, or Muflaflaf, as he is cor-
ruptly called, is Clerk of the Markets, whofe

pllllClpﬁl
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principal Charge is to look to the Weights
and Meafures, of which he is the Judge, as
his Title imports, in the Arabick Tongue.
With the Afiiftance of two Promens, this
Officer keeps a Court, from whence Appeals
are made to the Governor. In licuofa Salary,
he is allowed one third of all the Fines and
Penulues laid in his Court, a Motive to Vi-
‘gilance that has its proper Weight in his
Breaft. The Almutazen is likewife to fee
that the Streets are kept clean, and free from
Obftructions of every kind, =~

Coroner’s Inquefts are held by the Officers
of the Court of Royal-Government, by whom
a great many ridiculous Fooleries are prac-
tifed, fuch as whifpering the Deceafed, to
know who killed him, and the like.

The Spiritual-Court is at prefent held by
the Vicar. General at Cuidadella, and this Per-
fon poflefles the higheft Dignityin the Church
of Minorca, He has an Affe/lir to affift him.
Heretofore Tortures were in Ufe here, and
there was a Court of Inquifition. Appeals lay
to the Court of Royal Audiencein Majorca,
and finally to the Council of Arragon.

This Ifland once had a Bithop of its own,
but Pope Boniface the Eighth fubjected it in
Spirituals to Majorca, by his Bull, dated the
Eighteenth of Fuly, 1 295 ; and fo it conti-
nued until Minorca came into the Hands of

the Englifbh, The Bithop of Majorca drew
: COn=-
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confiderable Revenues out of this Ifland,

“which now go to the Government

The Governor is now the General Patron,
and prefents to all the vacant Benefices. The
Reétors of the five Parifbes that are in the
Ifland, receive their Decimos, and the inferior
Clergy are fupported by their Mufles, Collec-

tions, Holidays, &c. &.. &c. from whence

a comfortable Maintenance arifes, and they
leave no Projeét unattempted that can contri-
bute to continue and improve it.

The Monks have their Governor abroad,
on whom thcy are dependant, and are here
under the Dircé&ion of Guardians. The Auftin
Fryars of Mount Toro have Lands to the A-
mount of Two hundred and fixteen Pounds
Sterling * a Year, in Money, and 265
Quarteras of Corn. Every Nun that pro-
fefles brings two hundred Livres into the

‘Convent, about Thirty Pounds Sterling.

In 1713, there were in Minorca Eighty-
five Nuns, One bundred and forty Fryars,
and Seventy-five of the Secular Clergy, in all
Three hundred Perfons; and if we wake the
Number of the Inhabitants at Twenty-feven
Thoufand Souls, as I think they are, this
poor Ifland fupports in Idlencfs one out of
every Ninety of its whole People; whereas

Eﬂg."ﬂﬂd

® 1444 Livres of Minorca Currency.,
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England has not one Clergyman of the efta-
blithed Church to three hundred of the Laity :
And as thele in Minorca profefs Celibacy,
and are flriéf Patterns of Continence, their
Number readily accounts for the Depopula-
tionand Poverty of the Country.

The Royal Patrimony, or Crown Revenue
arifes from feveral Taxes and Impofitions,
whereof the Church has a Part.

All Goods that are either exported or im-
ported as Merchandize, pay a certain Duty
on their being weighed or meafured. All the
Salt that is made in the Ifland pays one Ele-
venth of the full Value. One Eleventh Part
i1s likewife paid for all Greens, including Bar-
ley for Forage, and Tobacco: Only the
green Barley that 1s raifed by the Farmer for
the foraging of his own Beafls is exempted
from Duty.

Hemp pays one thirteenth Part, and Flax
one Iifteenth.  All Cattle pay one Fifteenth
of their yearly Increafe, and Grapes one
Eleventh.

Corn, whether Barley or Wheat, pays one
Eighth. This, itis probable, was the Rate
that was at firft fettled ; but now it actually
pays Twelve out of the Hundred, which is
one Eighth and an half. To give you at
once an Idea of our Minorca Harvelts, and
that you may be enabled to form a Judg-
ment of the Value of this Tax, Iwill here
fet down the Quantity of Corn that was raifed

D
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A. D. 1736, a Year wherein the Crops were
neither remarkably abundant, nor defective.

VW HuERA-T-
In Ciudadella Termino - - 13686 Quarteras
- emMabon = w w1212
R 1T ] SRR G B Ry 10874

— Mercadal and Fererias 15842

Total of Wheat - 56614

B ARILEY.
In Ciudadella Termino - - 8392 Quarteras
- Maboft: =) = = o - 545[
— Alator - - - - - 3619

— Mercadal and Fererias - 6620

—

Total of Barley - 24082

Out of the 56614 Quarteras of Wheat pro-
duced in Minorca, in 1736, the Farmers
paid 47 Quarteras 'Tax, which, as the Afo-
racion was that Year at two Livres and eight
Sous the Quartera, were worth [.17 4 o
Sterling ; and the Barley produced £.3 5 ©
at one Lzvre and twelve Sous the Quartera.

This {fmall Sum is divided thus: Out of
every Hundred Quarzeras,

The
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2 B: M
The King has - - - - 7 4 13
The Bifhop and Chapter - 2 3 2 2
The Beflor' v o~ 2. gl 4 14

Inall 7 atie < == 02,040

Thefe Impofls are fold every Year by Auc-
tion ; the Bithop and Chapter’s Part comes
now to the Crown.

The other Taxes are, Cencoes, or a }*ear]y
Rent, or Acknowledgment to the Crown.
They are 847 in Number, and being very
{fmall and dlfgcull: to be cnlle&ed they bring
in but little, Some of them are ‘ander three
Dineros, and the higheft but 15 Livres.

Eight Sous muft be paid for every Licence
to fell an Eftate, or appoint Guardians.

All Fines go to the Royal Patrimony ; fo
does one Fourth of all the Legacies that are
bequeathed to the Church; alfo one Tenth of
the Purchafe-Money, when Houles or Lands
are fold for ever; and this as often as they
are fold.

This Tax now producesa confiderable Sum
of Money in the Year, efpecially fince the
Minorquins have begun to apply themfelves a
little to Trade, by which Fortunes are fud-
denly made, that occafion frequent Changes
in the Property of Lands.

‘T'here is fomething peculiar 1n the way of

culle&mg this Tax ; for firfk one Tenth of
: the
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the whole Sum is taken, and then a Tenth of
that Tenth, and fo on, diminithing in this
Proportion ‘down to the very lowelt Denomi-
nation of Mouey ; fo that on the Upfhot,
there is little lels than 12 per Cent, paid to
the Crown on every Alienation of Houfes and
Land throughout the Ifland.
. Every Mortgager likewife pays one Tenth
of the Money he takes up on his Eftate; be-
fides the Eight per Cent. Intereft ; no {mall
Spur to a ftrict Frugality in the Land-Owners
of Minorca. In letting an Eftate for ever five
Sous are paid for the Confent of the Crown.
All contraband Goods are forfeited totheKing,
to whom alfo all Wrecks and Strays belong.
When theV ernifh- Mines were wrought (about
forty Yearsago) the Crown had one fifth Part.

The Spirits thele People drink are imported
from abroad, there being no Diflillery here.
The Stanc is farmed out, In the Year 1725,
and from thence to 1738, inclufive, it amount-
ed in the whole Ifland to . 925 o o Sterling
per Annum, one Year with another, But this
is no Part of the publick Revenue: itis ap-
propriated to the making of Roads, and other
publick Works; and though fome Governors
have made it a Perquifite, yet that has here-
tofore been otherwife, and may be again,

The Anchorage of Malon-Harbour in
1720, produced oo Dollars; it has dimi-
nifhed fince gradually, fo as to have been,
Anno 1737, no more than 208 Dollars,

| The
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The whole Revenue is about 27000 Livres,

or [.405000 Sterling a Year; out of which
feveral Salaries are paid ; particularly, to the

PR L B
Governor, per Ann. 365 © 0 2158 15 ©
Lieut. Governor 365 o o | Chapla'n-General 365 © o
Receiver General 821 5 o Phyfician 365 © ©

6o o0 o

His Depaty

Chief-Engincer _ §47 10 0

Conful at Majorca 150 © ©
Agent forthePacquetbo o o

2158 15 ©
And many others,

3058 15 O

There were heretofore certain Impofitions,
which (tho’ they are now no longer in Ule)
it may not be amifs juft to mention to you.
The Crown had a Fifth of all Prizes taken at
Sea, and Ten Livres for every Moor. In all
Bargains Three Dubleros in a Real were paid,
both by the Buyer and Seller; and every Ship
that entered Porz-Mabon, paid T wenty-four
Reals for Anchorage, Setias Twelve, or Six
Reals, according to their Tonnage, and
Twenty Reals a Day Quarentine-Fees.

I thall now give you fome Idea of the
Coins, Weights, and Meafures that are ufed
here, that you may the more readily compre-
hend the foregoing Calculations.

The Troops are paid in Yobannefes and Moy-
dores, and the Parts of them, {o that we rarely
fee any Gold here but thatof Porfugal. The
Sfobannes goes for Nineteen Dollars, a Moy-
dore for Seven Dollars and a Real. The Sil-
ver is altogether Spanifh Dollars and the Parts
of them, This is the old Plate Dollar, lefs

n
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in Value than the Mexican, or Pillar Dollar,
this laft going for Ten Reals. The Dollar is
worth Three Shillings and Six- pence, or Three
Shillings and Eight-pence, Englifh Money,
at:n:urdil}g to the Flucluation of Exchange.

The Copper Coins are Spanifh, and confift
of Trefettas, Dubleros, and Dineros. The
Dublers is the moft frequent of thefe Coins,
and was, I believe, almoft the only Species
that was current in the Ifland before it came
into our Hands; for when the Minorquins
would fignify to you that a Man is very rich,
they for the moft Part exprefs themfelves after

this Manner ; #¢ mult de Dublés, he has a
great many Dubleros.

The Proportion which thefe Coins bear to
one another appears in the following Table.

Dinero

~=2 |Dublero
6 3  |Trefetta
16 _ 1 8 6 {Real
7z | 36 12 \ 2 |Peﬂ'erinc, or Piaftrine
233 [ 144 | 48 | 8 p | Dollar,

or Piece of Eicht.

This is according to our Account, for the
Natives compute by Livres, Sous, and Dine-
ros 3 twelve Dineros make a Sou, and twenty
Sous a Livre; which is equal to feven Reals
and a Dublero, or Three Shillings within lefs
than a Farthing, Englifb Money,

Befides the Dubleros above-mentioned, we
have (till remaining no inconfiderable Num-

12 ber,
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ber, which are of a mixed Metal,and a whitith
Hue, which they owe to aMixture of Lead or
Tin. Thefeare truly the Coins of the Balea-
rick Kingdom, ftruck in Majorca, by Virtue
of a Licence from King Fames the Second, of
whom I have had Occafion to treat in the fore-
going Letter, who granted a Mint to thefe
Iflands for Silver and Copper, A. D. 1300.

The Real, as 1 hear, went only for {cven-
teen Dubleros, until Colonel Pinfold, a few
Years fince, when the Command of the Ifland
devolved on him, as the fenior Officer, on the
Death of Brigadier Kane, raifed it to eighteen;
and tho” he was cenfured by fome People for
this Meafure, it certainly made Stiver more
plenty in the Country than it had been before,
by taking away one Temptation of exporting
it, and confequently affording Encouragement
to bring it in,

It has been my Fortune to fee feveral of the
Silver Coins of the Workmanthip of the Ma-
jorcan Mint; and altho’ their Currency has
been long at an End, I have talken Pleafure
in drawing you one of them, whichis now in
my Pofleffion; Itis Figurel, of the Mifcelia-
neous Plate.

The Weights and Meafures {till in Ufe here
were eftablifbed by King Fames the Third,
which I choofe to give you in Tables, as they
prefent themfelves to View at once, and are
underftood as foon as they are feen.

Qunce,
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Ounce, equal to one Ounce and Six Grains Trey,
T2 !Short Pound
2 3 |Long Pound
1248 | 104 _3_,;}_-‘;"___’5?‘{:51:!{:!, equalto gt /6. 8 0z Averdup.
A Rave is one Fourth of the Quintal.

Long-Meafure.

Inch
I 8 |Palm, equal to feven Inches and three qrs. Englif®.
64 | 8 [Cane.

All Mafons Work, whether Superficial or
Solid, is meafured by the Cane, which is equi-
valent to five Feet and two Inches Englifh,

Dry-Mealure.

Mut
l 6 |Berfella
36 6 #%{Hr‘fﬁra’ equal to two Bufhels and one Eighth

Lngligp.  Thete Meafures are ftriked when Corn is {old, but
when Pulfe is to be dilpofed of, they are heaped.

Liquid-Meafure.

Quartillo
_T}—|Eﬂri11nn
21 4 [Cargo
84 I LEMPY _4-__1:5'&:::, or Butt, equal to 133 Gallons
Englifs Wine-Meafure.

I will now leave you to your Thoughts on
the Matter of this long Letter, and beg you

would aflure yc}urf:lf that

I am,

3 4 R,
Your, &c.

Ty CUEENTER
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i i e © T T

TR Minorca, 3 .xf;-;g.tg/.’, 1741,

HE Profperity of every trading People

is well known to depend on the Value
which its Superfluitics of every kind bear in
other Parts of the World, in Proportion to
the foreign Commodities which they are
obliged to import, This ftrikes the Ballance
in Trade, and eafily determines the Queftion,
whether 2 Nation thould carry on a foreign
Commerce atall, and to what Degree; or
ought rather to confine their whole Confump-
tion to the Produce of their own Country.

‘That Tradebrings Riches, isa Maxim uni-
verfally received, and we obfirve that the Na-
tions who enjoy the moft extenfive Commerce
are without Competition the mot! wealihy :
But Experience will alfo convince us, that
many Nations are undone by extending their
Trade, when their Exports are not of Value
to purchafe what they may fancy they have-
Occafion for from abroad.

Thus a People may be undone by Trade;
and it is demonftrable, that if we import to
the Value of ten thoufand Pounds a Year of
foreign Commodities, and yet cannot make
up more than one thoufand in our Produce
and Manufactures at home, the Ballance in

2 | Trade
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Trade is againft us nine thoufand Pounds a
Year, which muft in a few Years accomplith
our Ruin.

Thus the Irifh and the North- American
Trade to England, is a deftructive one to Ire-
land and North- America ; the former being
obliged to remit at leaft one Third, and the
other two Thirds in Money to pay their Bal-
lance: And thus the Eng/i/h themfelves fuffer
in their Commerce with France, which pro-
duces many Thiogs they make neccilary to
their very Being, and yct are able to return
very little which that Nation has Occafion
for ; being our Rivals in almoft every Manu-
faciure we cultivate, and wanting little from
us, except our Wool, which yet they obtain
in an illicit Way in fufficient Quantities to
enable them to underfell us in every Market
they refort to.

In Minorca this Misfertune is more fenfibly
felt. There are few Exports of any Account,
and they are obliged to their Neighbours for
near one Third of their Corn, all their Oil, and
Aguardiente, and fuch a Variety of Articles
of lefs Confideration, that nothing could pre-
ferve them from a total Bankruptcy, but the
Engliflh Money circulated by the Troops,
which is exchanged for the daily Supplies of
Provifions, increafed by the Multiplication of
Vineyards, the breeding of Fowls, and the
Produion of Vegetables, ina Proportion of

I4 at
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at leafl five to one fince the Ifland has been ia
our Potleflion, _

It will not require many Words to enume-
rate their Exports: They make 2 Sort of
Cheefe, litde liked by the Englifb, which fells
in Italy at a very great Price ; this perhaps
to the Amountof eight hundred Pounds per
Annum. The Wool they fend abroad may
produce nine hundred Pounds more. Some
Wine is exported, and if we add to its Value
that of the home Confumption, which has
every Merit of an Export, being for the mott
part taken off by the Troops for ready Mo-
ney, it may well be eftimated at fixteen thou-
fand Pounds a Year. In Honey, Wax, and
Salt, their yearly Exports may be about four
hundred Pounds, and this comes pretty near
the Sum of their Exports, which [ eftimate
together at Eighteen thoufand one hundred
Pounds Sterling per Annum.,

A vaft Ballance lies zgainft them, if we
confider the Variety and Importance of the
Articles they fetch from other Countries, for
which they muft pay ready Cath. Here it
may be necefliry to withdraw fome Things
from the Heap, fuch as their Catile, Sheep,
and {fometimes Fowls, on which they get a
Profic; for the Country does not produce
them in fufficient Abundance to fupply us,
efpecially when we have a Fleet of Men of
War ftationed with us,

What
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What remains they purchafe from abroad,
and 1 affure you I do not jeft when I tell you
I believe I have omitted at leaft as many Par-
ticulars as I have been able to recolle€t on -
the Occafion.

Their Imports then are, Corn, Cattle,
Sheep, Fowls, Tobacco, Aguardiente, Oil,
Rice, Sugar, Spices, Hard-ware, and Tools of
all kinds; Gold and Silver Lace, Chocolate,
or Cacao to make it, Tobacco, Timber, Plank,
Boards, Mill-ftones, Tobacco-pipes, Playing-
cards, Turnery-ware, Seeds, Soap, Saddles,
all manner of Cabinet-makers Work, Iron,
Iron Spikes, Nails, fine Earthen-ware, Glafs,
Lamps, Braliery, Paper, and other Stationary-
wares, Copperas, Galls, Dye-ftuffs, Painters
Bruthes and Colours, Mufical Inftruments,
Mufick, and Strings; Watches, Wine, Fruit,
all manner of fine and printed Linens, Mu-
{lins, Cambricks, and Laces; Bottles, Corks,
Starch, Indigo, Fans, Trinkets, Toys, Rib-
bands, Tape, Needles, Pins, Silk, Mohair,
Lanthorns, Cordage, Tar, Pitch, Rofin,
Drugs, Gloves, Fire-Arms, Gun-powder,
Shotand Lead; Hats, Caps, Velvet, Cotton,
Stuffs, Woollen-Cloths, Stockings, Copes,
Medals, Veltments, Luftres, Pictures, Ima-
ges, Agnus Dei’s, Books, Pardons, Bulls,
Relicks, and Indulgences. |

It muft be confefled, that if the Engli/b
have brought Money into the Country, they

have
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have for the Time much infeed the Inha-
bitants, by fetting them an Example of
fpending it.

Many of them have learned to multiply
their Wants, and fall by Degrees into a Way
of Luxury and Extravagance, perfectly new
to them.

The Dons are above Trade, and the reft
of the Natives are unable to exercife it to any
Purpofe.  Yet if this infatvated People
would fet themfelves feriouily to make the
moft of their native Produce, a few Years
Induftry would enable them to traffick with
their Neighbours to Advantage, and even to
provide Exports of confiderable Value for an
Englifb Market. To inftance in a few,

The Cotton-Shrub has been tried here, and
 {ucceeds to Admiration: They have Spart
growing in many Places, in {ufficient Plenty
to make all their own (,urdage and to fpare.
The Tunny- Fifh abounds on their Coaft, and:
they might eafily fall into the Method of
curing it: By this the French of Languedsc
and Provence, their Neighbours, makea vait
Advantage.

They have Abundance of Olive-Trees, yet
they make no Oil of the Fruit, and are utter-
ly ignorant of the right Method of pickling
it,

Some Capers they pickle, and might, from
the Frequency of the Plant, improve this *’
into a valuable Export,

Hemp
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Hemp and Flax do extremely well, and
might be encreafed and manufactured for Ex-
portation. ‘T'heir Canes or Reeds are of Ufe
in the Clothiers Trade, but they export none;
and they have great Plenty of excellent S/aze,
but do not work it.

It might pofiibly anfwer to fend their Can-
toon-Stone to England as Ballaft; but cer-
tainly their Marble would be a valuable
Commodity with us, of which no Country
can boaft a greater, Quantity in Proportion,
nor of greater Beauty or Variety, than this
poor Ifland.

Sguills they have in Abundance, Maflick,
Aloes, and fome other Drugs, which they
neglect.

Their Bees thrive well, and fhould be
carefully managed, and increafed as much as
poflible ; their Wax is inferior to none, and
their Honey cannot fail of being extremely
delicate and fine ina Country abounding with
fuch a Variety of aromatick Plants, and is
therefore in high Efteem every where.

They raile a little T'obacco, but feldom
half the Quantity they confume; and they
make a kind of Snuff in {mall Quantities,
which is in no refpect inferior to that of
Lifbon.

Their Neighbours of Majorca make good
Advantage of their Plantations of Saffron,
which thefe People ufe in their Cookery, and
yet will not take the Pains to raife it.

' Their
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Their Palm-Trees, for want of a proper
Cultivation, produce no Dates, and they fend
none of their Fruit abroad, thongh they Lave
it in their Power to fupply us with as good
Figs, Prunes, Almonds, Raifins, Pomegra-
nates, Oranges, Lemons, and feveral other
Kinds, as any Country in Europe.

But 1 will clofe thefe Hints of what an in-
duftrious People might do to enrich them-
felves, and this indolent Generation of Men
carelefly overlook ; with the Mention of Sa/f,
a Ready-Money Commodity every where,
and of which they might eafily make a thou-
fand times the Quantity they now do. Their
Method requires fo little Trouble, that I will
lay it before you.

Thereare a great many Places on the Coaft
of the Ifland, where the Rock is but little
higher than the Surface of the Sca, and is
flat for a great Way together. In Gales of
Wind the Sea is beat all over thefe Levels,
and the Salts have by Degrees corroded the
fofter Parts of the Stone, and reduced its Face
to an infinite Number of {mall Cavities, divi-
ded from each other by the more folid Veins,
which have refifted their Imprefiion.

Thefe Cavities they fill with Water from
the Sea, by means of Scoops, and one Day’s
Sun fuffices to evaporate the Water, and leaves
the concreted Salt dry in the Cells. The Wo-

men and Children gather it in the Evening,
and
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and carry it home, and the Cells in the Rock
are filled asbefore.

Having inftanced to you fome of the natu-
ral Produce of this Ifland, flighted by the In-
habitants, which yet are capable of being
improved into very valuable Articles of Com-
merce; I will attempt an Eftimate of the
Charge they are at in their Importations.

I have in my Pofleffion an authentick Pa-
per, which contains an exact Account of their
Harvefts for thirty-feven Years. By this it
appears, that there are annually raifed here
Fifty-three thoufand five hundred and one
Quarteras of Wheat, and T'wenty-two thou-
fand fix hundred eighty three of Barley, one
Year with another.

Wheat is their only Bread-Corn, all their
Barley being given to their Beafts. Of the laft
they feldom import any great Quantity : But
they have Occafion for thirty five thoufand
Quarteras of Wheat every Year, which at
nine Shillings each, amount to Fifteen thou-
fand feven hundred and fifty Pounds.

They import Oil yearly to the Value of ten
thoufand Pounds.

I have by me an exact Account of the
Stanc of Aguardiente for fourteen Years, and
find they import annually of this Spirit a

uantity that cofts them Nine thoufand two
hundred and fifty Pounds, allowing only ten
per Cent. for the Profit of the Farmers ; and
this, at Six-pence a Quart, makes their yearly

4 Confump-
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Confumption of this Spirit to be upwards of
1540 Hogtheads.

They import Tobacco to the Amount of
One thoufand two hundred Pounds a Year.

We may compute that their Imports in
Linen and Woollen Goods of all kinds do not
come to lefs than fifieen thoufand Pounds. It
is not pofiible to make a nice Calculation of
the Value of all the Refidue of their Imports,
fo I fhall fet them at a round Sum, which I
dare fay they do not fall thort of, twenty
thoufand Pounds.

So that here we have an annual Expence of
Seventy one thoufand two hundred Pounds,
from which if we deduct Eighteen thoufand
one hundred Pounds, the Amount of their
Exports, the Remainder Fifty three thoufand
one hundred Pounds Sferfing is a clear Bal-
lance of Trade againft them.

To enable thefe People, in fome Meafure
to fupport the Charge of this enormous Bal-
lance, we are to reckon the large Sum of
Money yearly brought into the Ifland, and
fpent among them by the Troops ; a Sum, as
I have computed it, that falls but little thort
of their whole Ballance, the greateft Part of
which goes to Market for the common Ne-
ceflaries of Life,

Every Vintage produces thirteen thoufand
Hogtheads of Wine ; and if we allow for the
Clergy two thoufand Hogftheads, and for
all the reft of the Natives one thoufand,

the
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the remaining Ten thoufand Hogfheads are
fold to the Englifb for Seventcen thoufand
five hundred Pounds in rexdy Money, the

Price of a Hogfhead taken at a Medium at
thirty five Shillings.

This isa very confiderable Article in their
Favour, and they are {o fenfible of the Ad-
vantage they draw from their Vineyards, that
they are continually enlarging them and in-
creafing their Number, notwithftanding they
are very highly taxed.

They are indeed tied down to a fet Price
for their Red Wine, and the Aforacion, or
Rate, is fettled the Beginning of the Year;
but for their White Wine (which is not in-
cluded in the above Computation, being no
great Quantity) they are at Liberty to drive
their Bargam as advantﬂweﬂuﬂy as I:hr..}r can.

It 1s certain this People can never be rich,
unlefs they become induftrious; the Sea is
open to them as well as to their Neighbours
on every Side, who thrive by a foreign Com-
merce, and yet not one of them can vi€tual
or navigate their Veflels near fo cheap as thele
{lothful Minorguins, who lie in the Centre of
{fo many trading Ports, that it is amazing how
they can have fo long overlooked their true
Intereft, and fuffered themfclves to be fupplied
with fo many of the Neceflaries of life in
foreign Bottoms.

The Minorquins are naturally liftlefs, and
if thev can contrive the Means to keep their

Famiiies
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Families from the fharp Gripe of Poverty,
they are but little folicitous to enquire into
the Arts and Manufactures by which fudden
Fortunes are acquired on every Side of them.
Tell them the Maltefe are enriched by the
Quantities of Cummin and Anife-feed they
export ; remind them that the Plant which
produces the Canary-feed grows fpontaneoufly
all over the Ifland, or thata Gum is produced
from the Maftick-Tree, of very great Value
abroad (and though the Tree is an Incum-
brance which they eagerly root out of their
Grounds) they treat you as a Vifionary, and
with a Shrug of Contempt feem to thank
Heaven that they have no Turn to Whims
and Projets, but are contented to jog on in
the plain Track which their Fathers trod be-
fore them,

But I muft not anticipate the Subject of
a future Letter, wherein I {hall endeavour to
make you better acquainted with the Natives
of Minorca. 1 am for the prefent,

ot 1R,

Your, &c.

LETTER
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e IR XL

8§ IR, Minorca, 17 Ofdober, 1741.

HAVE put up my little Collection of

Fossivrs, and fent them by a Friend,
who has promifed to deliver them to you.
They are all Natives of Minorca, where, ef-
pecially, fuch Numbers of what are com-
monly called Petrified Sea-Shells, and the
Parts of Fifbes, are found every where em-
bodied in the Rocks, and many Times loofe
on the Surface of the Earth, that the Prefent
would have been much more worthy of your
Acceptance, if the violent Heats of the Sum-
mer Months did not prevent my Excurfions,
and the Ruggednefs under Foot limit and
{horten them, when the Weather allows me
to go abroad. Befides, it is no very eafy Tafk
to difengage thefe Subftances from the Stone
in which they are fixed, without breaking
them, and I was unwilling to fend you any
but fuch as were entire.

The Soil, or vegetable Earth, of thisIfland
is of feveral Kinds; that of the Hills and
upper Groundsis of a Colour nearly approach-
ing to black, It is light, fine, and extremely
fertile, and though it is very thinly {pread
over the Face of the Rock, it yet produces
tolerable Crops with very little Cultivation.

It has a fmall Intermixture of Sand, which
K difpofes
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difpofes it to feparate freely before the Plough;
a Quality very advantageous to the Mznorquins,
as 1t faves them a World of Labour, as well
as Expence,

The Soi/ of the Plains is far lefs fertile than
that of the rifing Grounds: It iscold and clay-
ey, and equally unfit for Agriculture and Pa-
fture; and produces only a four Herbage, that
is exceflively diftafteful to Cattle, great Plenty
of Rufhes, and a Variety of Weeds. The Val-
lies indeed have been enriched by the Earth
that has been wathed on them from the ad-
joining Hills to a great Depth : But the Hills
have been impoverithed by the fame Means,
and in the fame Proportion. However, we
frequently fee Stone-Walls, that have pro-
bably ftood many Ages, run acrofs the Sides
of the Hills, to detain the Soil; and fuch
Hills yield good Crops to the very Summit,
which muft otherwife have had their rocky
Entrails laid bare, as is vifible, wherever this
Caution has been negleGted.

They ufe only one Sort of Clay, that I
know of, which is of a, greyifh Colour, and
burns to a pale Brown. Of this their Tiles *,
already defcribed, are made, and a coarfe
Earthen Ware for common Ufe, the finer
Sorts being imported from Spain and France.
Of this Clay their Water- Jars are made, and
a few ordinary Difhes and Drinking-Vefiels.

The

* Ihave been {ince told that fome Tiles, now in Ufe among
the Miuorguins, are of a reddith Colour.
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The Potters ufe a Wheel, and mould their
Ware with their Hands and {mall wooden
Tools: They burn it in Kilns, but do not
glaze any of it. I have frequently feen blue
and yellow Clay in many Places about the
Country, but they are put to no manner of
Ule.

Marle might poffibly be difcovered here,
but I do not know that is has ever been fonght
after. Perhapsthey may be Strangers to that
ufeful Manure.,

Of that kind of Gypfum which they call
Guy/b 1 have already taken Notice, in my
Letter of 19 Fuly, 1740, and of which I
fend you five feveral Specimens. It isa Sort
of Plaifter 3f Paris, and abounds in many
Parts of the Ifland. There is a good deal of
this valuable Cement imported from Major-
ca, and it is of a better Kind than any that
isfound in Minorca. Not much unlike this
1s the Perelle, with which they fine their
Wines, but of a whiter Complexion, and
much more friable and {parkling.

It has never been my Fortune to meet any
of the columnar Cryftals here, though I have
diligently fearched the perpendicular Fiflures
of vaft Mafles of Slate-Rock, and thofe of
hard Stone in the Mountains, where they are
often found in other Countries. But of that
kind of Spar which incrufts Plants and Vege-
tables, 1 have had an Opportunity of obferv-

ing a great Number at a Place called Boceca del
K 2 Rio,
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Rio, (the Rivers Mouth) in the Termino of
Alaior. Here is a large Pool of ftagnate
Water, extending near a Mile in Length, and
reaching within an hundred Yards of the Sea,
from which it is ufually feparated by a flat
Sand ; though heavy Rains and hard Gales
of Wind do {fometimes open a Paflage. Ona
little fandy Eminence near the Shore, moft of
the Plants and T'wigs are incrufted, to the
Thicknefs of a Quarter of an Inch, with this
Subftance, which is of a crumbly, coarfe,
fandy Texture, and grey Colour, on the Sur-
face, but whiter within, and of a {tony Hard-
nefs. Of thefe I fend you feveral Specimens,
from three to feven Inches in Length, which
laft they feldom exceed. Thefe Bodies are
conftantly formed on the Stems of the Shrubs,
and never on the Branches, that I could dif-
cover, Many I faw lying on the Ground,
hollow within, the Plants on which they grew,
having been blown down by the Winds, or
decayed by Time, have left the Cavities open
which they filled while they ftood erect in
the Earth. This Matter effentially differs from
the Ojffeoco/la of the Shops, in that it con-
tains no furrounding Crufts, but is compofed
of one uniform Body, hard next the Twig,
and gradually more friable and crumbly from
thence outward to the Surface, where it rea-
dily crackles and breaks away between the
Fingers on the flighteft Preflure. Neither
has it any Lines or Marks of a /piral Figure,

2 as
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as that Body is obferved to have for the moft
Part, efpecially on the Infide, as if it had
once been a flat Subftance, and was after-
wards rolled up into a Cy/indrick Form; nor is
it found comprefled, like the Offeocolla, but
ever exhibits the diftinct Lineaments of the
Plant about which it was originally con-
creted.

I have faid a good deal in my letter of the
28th of March, 1741, of the Stalaétite in
Cova- Perella, to which I have nothing to add,
but that I have fent you near twenty Varieties
of them. Whether there are any different
Species among them you will eafily fatisfy
yourfelf, as foon as they come to Hand. I
have likewife treated in another Place of the
Minorca Freeftone, and fhall only obferve
here, that the Mafons in burrowing into the
Rocks are frequently interrupted by Veins of
a flinty Hardnefs, which they are obliged to
blow with Gunpowder, The S¢rata of this
hard Stone are feldom above a Foot thick, and
then the Freeftone appears again as before ;
only thislaft isobferved to be fomewhat harder
as the People work downwards, and much
freer from Sea-Shells and other extraneous
Bodies, than the Strata that are nearer to the
Surface, which abound with great Variety of
thefe Subftances. As the porous Texture of
the Freeftone is eafily pervaded by Water, the
Mafons let it lie fome time to feafon, before
they ufe it, and frequently twhite-wafh the

K 3 Walls
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Walls on the Outfide, as foon as they are
built, to keep out the Wet,

Lime-Stone is plenty enough, and in fome
Places the Fence-Walls confift- of no other
Materials, particularly at the Weftern End of
the Ifland. It is of alight grey Colour, very
hard, and fhining where it is frefh broken.
It makes excellent Lime, and contains a great
Number of Echinite, and other Remains of
the Deluge, efpecially in the upper Strata,
Though there are confiderable Straza of this
Stone in particular Spots, it more trequently
occurs in detached Nodules, and Fragments,
plentifully difperfed in the Corn-Fields; and
when they are not too large, and do not lie
too thick on the Ground, fo as to hinder the
{pringing of the Corn, they are no Bar to its
Vegetation, but rather favour it by their kind-
ly Warmth, and the Shade they give to the
young Shoots, at their firft coming up.

Minorca affords great Quantities of Slate,
and there is a good Kind on Cape-Mola Neck,
lying very convenient for Water-Carriage ;
but the general Ufe of Tiles has excluded
this valuable Covering from the Buildings of
the Minorquins. It is very {mooth and glofly,
of a dark blue Colour, and contains many
white Veins throughout. It has a great
Number of perpendicular Fiffures, that di-
vide it into Mafles of fuch a Size as to be
cafily managed by the Workman. It fplits
and works as well as any Eng/ifh Slate does.

I (hall
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I thall only fay of Marbles, that this Iflana,
in my Opinion, affords them of as great
Beauty and Variety as any Country in the
World ; and if our Workmen were once ac-
quainted with them, I make not the leaft
Doubt but they would be quickly brought
into general Ufe in England ; both as Labour
is extremely cheap here, and they are eafily
come at, without digging to difcover them,
lying expofed on the Surface fometimes for
half a Mile together, and after a {mart
Shower of Rain, difplaying all the Luxuri-
ance of their Variegation to the greateft Ad-
vantage. ‘The Specimens I fend you are 1ll
polithed, thefe People being utterly unpractifed
in fuch Matters; but fome of them are {o ele-
gant in native Beauty, that I think you muft
be glad to have them even in this rough Con-
dition, which you can eafily improve, where
you are, at a moderate Charge,

I have picked up fome fmall Fragments of
Alabafler, in my Walks, one of which I
fend you; but I have not hitherto been {o
fortunate to difcover it in a Stratum.

Here is an excellent Stone for the Ufes to
which it is applied in the Fortifications of
St. Philip’s Catile, and it is found in Plenty
at the the very Foot of the Glacis, It bearsa
great Refemblance to the Devonfhire Moor-
Stone, both in Texture and Hardnefs, and
being cloven with Wedges, and fathioned by
the Mafon, makes Steps and Platforms that

K 4 fet
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fet the Iron Teeth of Time at Defiance. It
were to {peak doubtfully to tell you it refem=
bles the Moor-Stone in Colour (that of our
Minorca Stone being ferruginous) for I have
feen Moor-Stone in the Hands of a Gentleman
in London of near thirty Varieties, as I think,
with regard to Colour only; and as he
had put himfelf to the Expence of getting
them exquifitely polithed, many of them in
Beauty and Elegance furpafled the fineft
German Agates 1 ever faw.

I cannot omit mentioning here the huge
Mafles of Granate that lie difperfed on the
Surface of the Earth in many Parts of the
Ifland. I fend you a few Samples of them,
which will convince you how highly worthy
this Country is of being carefully fearched by
a fkilful Perfon in thefe Matters, as it poflefies
an immenfe Treafure in Marble, at prefent
wholly loft to the World,

Of thofe Bodies the Naturalifts call Sepza-
rie, 1 have met with {everal in my Rambles,
but I confefs I negleted to make any Col-
lection of them, looking on them and fome
others 1n no other Light than as the Lumber
of a great Cabinet, where every Fyfi/ muft
have a Place, without Regard to Beauty or
Value, from the Digmond to the unformed
Lump of Clay.

But I was not quite fo carelefs of the Bodies
marked N° 68, though I am at a Lofs to
~name them, unle(s they are a Species of the

Pudding-
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Pudding-Stone of our Lapidaries. They feem
to be a Congeries of brown Pebbles of differ-
ent Sizes, from that of a {mall Pea to the
Bignefs of a Hazle-Nut, united firmly by a
cementitious Matter of the fame Subftance,
both equally hard, and of the {ame Colour
externally ; but ths Pebbles, on being cut,
difcover feveral Crufts of different Hues fur-
rounding a {mall Nucleus at the Center,
which in fome of them is black, but more
commonly white: But the Nucleus is not
difcernible in all. A fmart Blow with a
Hammer feldom fails to diflodge fome of the
Pebbles from the Mafs, and then we obferve
their Sides to be flatted, and even imprefled
with deep Cavities, at the Places where they
came into Contact with others of different
Degrees of Hardnefs at the Time of their
Concretion. The general Complexion of
the Infide of the Pebbles, from which they
feldom vary confiderably, is grey; next to
the brown outfide Cruft, or Coat, is often a
white one, then a dark grey, and then a
lighter grey; next comes a dark grey again;
which immediately furrounds the Nucleus,
when it is white ; for if it is black, it is
furrounded by a Cruft of a pale grey. This
is the general Structure of this Body, which
though it does not want Hardnefs, does not
feem to be very capable, or indeed very de-

ferving, of a high Polifh; however, it helps
to
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to furnifh out a pleafing Variety in a Collec-
tion, and more efpecially its Pebbles, when de-
tached from the Cement, which not a little
refemble fome of the Regular- Bodies of the
Geometricians.

Flint and Chalk are not Natives of Minor-
ca, fo far as I have been able to find upon
Search or Enquiry. Flints for their Guns
are imported, and one Ufe of Chalk is better
fupplied by the Abundance of excellent Lime-
Stone ; the Taylors have from Zza/y the Nea-
politan Marking-Stone, which anfwers their
Purpofe quite as well as Chalk, and the Ma-
fons mark their Work with black and red
Slate.

Vaft Quantities of Pebbles lie in the
Neighbouilood of Colomba-1{land ; but 1 have
never had the Curiofity to break any of them,
to examine the Colour of the Crufts of which
they are compofed. Some are fo exaltly
round, that the Ar¢illery People colle& them
in great Numbers, and carry them to Sz
Philip’s Caftle, to be flung from their Mor-
tars on Occafion.

There are many Sandy Bays about the
Coaft, where the Sand is for the moft Part
of a whitith Colour, tolerably fine to the
Touch, not crackling much between the Fin-
gers, and copioufly mixed with the Frag-
ments of Sea-Shells, But the Sazd employed
in the Works at §¢, Philip’s Caftle 15 found

n
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in plenty - near St, Stephen’s Cove, This
Sand is of a dark grey Colour, very pure,
and free from heterogeneous Matter of every
kind, and crackling between the Fingers;
being what our Workmen call a bungry Sand,
and requiring a good deal of Lime to be
mingled with it for the Compolfition of ftrong
Mortar.

Our Shores likewife furnifh many very
beautiful Grizts, which have been difunited
from the Rocks by the beating of the Waves
in hard Gales of Wind.

I have not had the Luck to meet with any
Pyrite here, though they are far from being
rare in many Parts of the World. Indeed
many are the promifing Spots in the Ifland,
which I have never attempted to {earch; and
fuch is the Ruggednefs of the Country in
general, that many of its Fyfils will, in all
Probability, remain undifcovered to the End
of Time.

Iron-Ore is fo plentifully difperfed over
the whole Face of the Earth, that it is not
{urprizing we find it in Minorca. Tts ferru--
ginous Colour and great Weight diftingui(h
it, in many flat Mafles, of from four to ten
Inches Diameter, in moft Parts of the Ifland.
But it is not converted to any Ufe here;
whether on account of its Unfitnefs to make
Iron alone (if it has ever been tried, which I
much queftion) the Scarcity of Fuel, or the

Want
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Want of Skill in the Natives, I will not
take upon me to determine.

I have already taken Notice that a poor
Copper-Ore is found in Colomba-Ifland : Near
Mount Agatha other Specimens have been
picked up; but none of them promife any
great Matter,

But of Lead-Ore here 1s a Mine at S7
Puig, which has been worked to Advantage
within thefe 40 Years, and the Or¢ fent into
France and Spain, for the Ufe of the Potteries
of thofe Countries. The Proprietor difcon-
tinued his Work on fome {mall Difcourage-
ment; and it muft be owned, that thefe Peo-
ple are of all Mankind the moft eaflily put
out of Conceit with an Undertaking that
does not bring them in Mountains of prefent
Gain, or that admits of the flighteft Proba-
bility of difappointing their moft fanguine
Expectations: Nor will their Purfe admit of
many Difappointments; and thus their Po-
verty co-operating with their natural Defpon-
dence and Love of Eafe, is the principal Caufe
of their Backwardnefs to engage in Projets,
though never fo promifing, for the Improve-
ment of their private Fortune, and the Ad-
vantage of their Country, This Lead-Ore
went under the Name of Zernis among the
Natives, as it was wholly ufed by the Potters
in varnithing and glazing their Earthen

Veflels.

Of
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Of wegetable Subftancesburied in the Earth,
I have not met with any here ; but of Ses-
Shells, and the Parts of Fifhes, vaft Numbers
appear almoft every where, not only in the
Surface of the Rock, but to confiderable
Depths in digging. Thefe are called by the
Naturalifts extraneous Foffils, as they are Na-
tives of another Element, and lodged in the
- different Strata of the Earth at the Time
of the Uniwverfal Deluge, as is the general
Opinion at prefent ; though many learned
Perfons have thought otherwife, and prepo-
fteroufly contended that they were only zbe
Sports of Nature, and Lapides [ui generis,
a Notion which the bare Infpection of the
Bodies themfelves is fufficient to refute. Thefe
are of two Kinds, I. Such as have preferved the
original Subftance of the Bone or Shell, either
intire or in Part; and, II. Such as were
formed in the Shell, as in a Mould, and are
every where imprefled with the Lineaments
of the Infide of the Shell, which has been
long perifhed.

The firft of thefe are found with theit
Cavities conftantly filled with the Matter of
the Stone in which they are bedded, at leaft
{fo far as I have feen here, whether it be the
common Freeftone (to which our Searchers
are chiefly confined, as it is ofteneft broke
into, and they are more eafily extracted from
thence) or the harder Lime-Stone, or Marble.
The fecond Sort lie loofe in the Strata, the

decaying
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decaying of the She/l having made Room for
them, and are for the moft Part of the fame
Kind of Stone with that in which they are
enclofed ; though they are fometimes of a
different Matter ; as I have found them of
Lime-ftone included in a Stratum of Free-
ftone, which however 1s not fo common.

The Minorquins call the GlofJopetr e Serpents
Tongues, as Mr. Ray informs us the Maltefe
alfo do; but they have been inconteftably
proved to be no other than the Teesh of the
Shark, to which they bear an exa&t Refem-
blance. They are frequently found by the
Quarriers in coming at the Cantoons, and 1
have feen them fticking out of the Rock in
the Cliffs adjacent to Mabon-Harbour. The
largeft of thofe I fend you is of a whitifh
brown Colour, two Inches and a Quarter
long, and almoft two Inches broad at the
greater End, where there is no Root. It is
flightly ferrated at the Edges, and has its
Point turned a little downwards, The ori-
ginal Matter of the Tooth remains pretty
entire, and the Cavity is filled with Free-{tone.
It is rounded on the upper Side, and flat on
the other, with a Sizus extending from the
Middle to the lower End.

The next Specimen differs from the other
in little more than its Colour, which is per-
fectly white, and of an exquifite Polith; and
in its baving a Root of Free-ftone, tinged of
a greenith Hue by Particles of Copper, tll:at

as
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‘has been diffolved by Acids fomewhere in its
Neighbourhood. The former Specimen is
not wholly free from this Stain, though the
two Foffils were found at fome Miles Diftance
from each other,

Another Shark's Tooth 1 alfo fend you,
much {maller than either of the former, and
{carce an Inch long, but without a Root.
This, as well as the others, has preferved the
original Texture of the Tooth, and like them
is filled with Free-ftone, and appears to be
tran{parent, being held beforea Candle. The
Smallnefs of this elegant Fyjfil is fo far from
being an Objection to its having been a
Shark’s Tooth, that we feldom find the Teeth
of that Fifh recent fo large as thisis: And to
enable you to judge for yourfelf on this Head,
I fend you fome I took from the Jaws of one
that meafured full 17 Feet in Length :
What Monfters of the Deep then muft they
have been, that had Teeth above twice the
Size of my firft defcribed Glojfopetra, as our
daily Difcoveries here and in other Countries
evince fome of them to have had ?

I fend you a Fifh’s Tooth, but dare not
affirm it ever belonged to a Shark. It is
an Inch long, and fo writhed, as almoft to
refemble the Letter S. It is of a reddifh
yellow Colour, very bright and fhining,
and retains the original Subftance of the
Tooth on the Outfide, having its Cavity
filled, like the others, with the Free-ftone

: o of
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of the Stratum in which it was found, but
no Root.

The Bodies that go under the Name of
Bufonite, or Toad-Stones, cannot be in greater
Plenty even in Malta, (the moft noted Ma-
gazine for thefe Fojfils, as well as the G/o/fo-
petree) than they are in Minorca. The Na-
tives rank them among the Gems, and wear
them in Rings and Buttons, without polifh-
ing ; and indeed they do not need it, being
ever of a bright glofly Surface with us. Their
Colour is a brownith Yellow, deeper in fome
Specimens than in others. Some of them
have a flender Circle at the Bafe, of a true
Gambouge Colour, and others a fecond Cir-
cle above that, of a dark brown, and fome of
them are obferved to be all over flightly pow-
dered with white.

I have hitherto obferved but four Varieties
of the Bufonife, which I will not venture
to call Species: You are the beft Judge.
1. Such as approach the hemifpherical Figure,
and are flightly hollowed within : Thefe, {o
far as I have obferved, are never circled at the
Bafe, but are of one uniform Colour, and
that the brightet and the paleft of all
the Bufonite. 1I. Such as agree in their ex-
terior Form with thofe laft mentioned, but
are very much hollowed at the Bafe, fo as
to have but little Subftance left, and fharp
Edges. Il Such as rife higher than either

of the two former, are deeply hollowed, and
have
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have thick Edges: Thefe are never without
Circles of a different Colour, and are the
deepeft-coloured of any we find in the Ifland.
And 1V. Such as rife into the Figure of a
Cone, and are deeply hollowed, fome of
them having Circles of different Colours at
the Bafe, while others are wholly without
them. One of thefe has a white Circle at
the Bafe; and this it is which, of all our
Bufonite, is the only one that is fometimes
powdered with white on the Surface.

Some of our Bufonite are a little flatted
on the Sides, by accidental Injuries, which
muft have happened before they attained
their prefent Hardnefs ; and others are de-
prefled on the Top, as they are frequently
obferved to be in other Countries. [ have
never known them to bs found here except
in the common Freeflone, with which their
Cavities are filled.

The Opinion that thefe Bodies were gene-
rated in the Head of a 794d, on which Ac-
count their Name was given them, has been
Aufliciently exploded. They are unqueftion-
ably the Teeth of a Fifh, and I can take
upon me to fay, that I lately picked up a
Fifh’s Jaw on the North Shore of the Ifland
that had many Teeth in it that bore an ex-
at Refemblance to them, in every Particu-
lar, except the Colour, but I cannot affirm
it to bave been the Jaw of the #o/f Fifp,
Our Minorca Bufonmite (to which only re-

L lates
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lates what I have faid of thofe Bodies) feldom
exceed half an Inch in Diameter, in the largeit
Specimens, nor do they fall much fhort of it
in the fimalleft: Their ufual Standard may be
fixed at four Tenths of an Inch.

Of the Bivalves we have feveral Kinds
found foffile here: The Offracites 1s common
enough, but I have not been able, after many
unfuccefsful Attempts, to get any of them
out of the Rock, without breaking. We
have Cockles, and the Conche Anomic, both
{fmooth and ftriated, in fome Places in the
Termino of Ciudadella; but they are ever di-
vefted of the She// in which they were ori-
ginally moulded. And here I muft tell you,
that I have never found any one fo/fil Shell
in this Country, properly fpeaking, whether
retaining its natural Texture, or having its
Pores filled with an adventitious Sparry, or
other Matter; what we have being always
the Caffs formed in the She/l, which is now
decayed and gone.

Wehave good Store of figured Stones which
were formed in Turbinated Shells: The Tro-
chi, Cylindri, Buccina, are very frequent in
many of our Fence-Walls.

Of Echinite, or Bodies formed in the Shell
of the Echinus, or Sea-Urchin, we have an
amazing Plenty, efpecially a little to the Welt-
ward of Ciuadadella, where 1 think there are
fome Genera that are undefcribed by Authors::
But it is next to an Impoflibility to get them

out
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out of the Stone in which they are bedded,
without breaking them, and I will conclude
nothing from Fragments. 1 fend you two
Varieties of Echinite, being all the entire
Specimens 1 have been able to procute.

One of them is of the Echinus Cordatus
Kind, and common enough in the Quarries
of Cantoon-Stone, of which Subftance it is
wholly compofed. It happened to make its
Appearance at an Angle, and a lucky Blow
freed it from its Confinement without Injury.

The other is an Echinites, and for any
thing I know may be an undefcribed Species.
It has five Cavities or Furrows, the middle
one confiderably broader and deeper than the
reft, and reaching more than half the Length
of the Body ; one lefler one at each Side of
this, but not exallly parallel to it, and two
that are ftill {maller, near the Head of the
principal Furrow, where they all meet: It is
of the common Freeftone.,

I fhall conclude this Aceount of my little
Collection of Minorca Feffils with obferving,
that generally fuch Shells as are moft common
on our Shores, the Scallop, Mufile, Tellina,
&c. are very rarely found foffile : Nay, tho’
the Echinus Owvarius, which in 1fs recent
State is every where fpread as thick as it can
liec on the Rocks in the Water, yet I have
never difcovered it in the Quarries ; though
the other Species, the Cordati, Difcordes, 8.
or rather Cafls of Stone formed in the Shells

L2 of
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of them, are Plenty enough ; and yet I have
never obferved the Fifhes themfelves to be
Natives here, nor have ever found their Shells
in the Sandy-Bays, amongft the Numbers of
others that are continually wafthed up by
the Sea. _

I will now take a little Breath, and renew
your Trouble the firft Opportunity.

I am,

50 B

Your, &c.

Li-E T FBRe Xk

§ I R MiNoRrCA, 2 December, 1741,
HESE People are not very follicitous

I to increafe the Number of their Horfes,
as they are more tender and fubject to Mala-
dies than the Mules, and more chargeable in
keeping. However, it is neceflary to have
a Number of Mares for the He-Afs, to
keep up the Breed of Mules, which are the
Bealts they principally rely on for Burthen,
and for the Saddle. The Horfes, like their
Mafters, have a certain Statelinefs in their
Gait, that promifes more Proof than is in
4 their
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their Nature; for they are both arrant Jades
at the Bottom : They are {fmaller than ours,
and are oftener of a brown Bay than of any
other Colour. As here are no Meadows,
the Wretchednefs of their Pafture, which
confifts chiefly of Weeds (for I do not re-
member that what we call Grafs makes any
Part of it) ftands in Need of an additional
Provifion of chopped Straw and Barley, which
are however dealt to them with no very libe-
ral Hand.

The Mules are ftrong and hardy, and are
{o far from being nice or delicate in their
Diet, that they make Shift with whatever
comes in the Way, and gencrally keep in
Flefh, if they are not over-worked. Thefe
Creatures, like other Monfters in Nature,
never breed, though they mix freely, and
that fometimes without Diftin&ion of Sex,
They are very fure-footed, but extremely
vicious, with a Sagacity that is furprizing, I
have known them take a Frolick of gallop-
ing with their Rider down a fteep Hill;
end their Reftivenefs has frequently bmught
them to the Brink of a dangerous Precipice.
But their Cunning is not limited to thefe
Tricks: They will edge to the rougheft Part
of the Road, to have an Excufe to go foftly;
or move to the Fence-Wall by Degrees, and
entertain themfelves with rubbing your Leg
againft the Stones; then ifa Stirrup flips off,
or the Bridle efcapes from your Hand, thty

L3 quickly
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quickly feize the Opportunity, and ufe a
thoufand Wiles to difmount you ; {o that you
are obliged to a conftant Vigilance to be able
to keep your Seat.  May be you may think
this is trifling, but give me Leave to afiure
you, I have been in every Circumitance of
thefe ridiculous Diftrefles myfelf, and never
was more ferious in my Life %,

The Affes are likewife ufed in carrying
Burthens, and are much rode by the Spani-
ards, as indeed they are by us, on our
fhorter Excurfions, and Parties of [Pleafure.
It is no uncommon thing here to fec a lufly
Gentleman mounted on one of thefe Ani-
mals, almoft covered with Furniture; and
the Frequency of the Sight has fo far fami-
liarized it to us, that we are nolonger ftruck
with the Ridicale which it prefented us with
on our Arrival in the Country.

Both the Mule and the Afs grow to a
greater Size here than they generally do in
England, and are very ftrong and hardy.
The Minorquins {lit up the Noftrils of their
Affes, to give them more Air, and to ealc
them in their Refpiration.

The Hire of a Mule for a Day is fixed at
two Reals, or one Shilling ; that of an Al
at Nznc Penc:e From Mﬂbaﬁ to Ciudadella,

a Mulc

T

» Pfu.?}r mentions a Mule that lived eighty Years: Our's
‘requently live, and are ufeflul, to thisty, and fometimes to
thirty-five Years of Age.
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« Mule Four Shillings, an Afs Three Shil-
lings. We are allowed three Days to return
the Beaft, which if we exceed, we pay Nine
Pence a Day for the Mule, and for the Afs
Six Pence.  Other Diftances are regulated in
Proportion to thefe. A Horfe is lett at the
fame Rate as a Mule, and the Rider is
obliged to find the Beatt in Provender until
he retarns it.

Their Cow-Kind are {maller than our’s.
Their Fleth is commonly very lean, and fuch
as would hardly efcape being burned for Car-
rion, if it was expofed to Sale in an Englifb
Market. The Cows give little Milk, and the
Butter thefe People make of it 1s extremely
difagreeable to three of the Senfes, But it is
confiderably excelled by their Cheefe, on
which the Izalians fet a high Value, prefer-
ring it to their own Parmefan.

The Minorquins do not geld their Cattle,
but fqueeze their Tefticles when they have
attained a certain Age ; and this feems to be
a Moorifbh Cuftom, which, among many o-
thers, they have retained ; the Mabometans,
(as Dr. Shaw obferves) thinking it great
Cruelty to caftrate any other Creatures befides
thofe of their own Species.

As the Paftures of different Proprietors are
notalways divided from each ot her by Fences,
and a good deal of Confufion might be occa-
fioned by their Cattle rupning together in
common, they are marked every Year by

L4 the
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the Magiftrates, in fuch a Manner, that eve-
ry Farmer can eafily diftinguith his own,
Thefe Marks are certain Slits or Notches on
onc or both Ears, which they diverfify into
fuch a Variety, as to ferve all the Land-
Owners ofa Termino.

Every Regiment has its particular Butcher,
who once a Week applies to the Magiftrates
for an Order dire@ed to fome Farmer of the
Termino to fupply him with a Beaft for the
Ufe of the Regiment. If the Butcher cannot
agree with the Farmer about the Price, the
Farmer drives his Beaft to the Shambles, and
fees it flanghtered, and the Quarters weighed,
when he receives ten Dubleros a long Pound
for the Beef, and makes what he can of the
Head, the Skin, and the Ofal. The Quar-
ter-mafter conftantly attends at the Butchery,
and calls a Roll of the Officers Names, ac-
cording to which they are ferved in ther
Turns, after the Commanding Officer has
taken what he has Occafion for,

Qur Mutton is no better than our Beef ;
ana I believe many of our Gentlemen regret
the Fleth-Pots of England as much as the
Fews of old did thofe of Egypt, and with
at leaft equal Reafon. There are feven Sheep
killed every Week for the Officers of 2 Regi-
ment, and now and then a Calf or a Lamb -
and thefe, with the Bullock, make up the
Sum of our Expe&ations from the Butchery ;
But we contrive to better our Commons, by

taking
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taking Care to be conftantly {fupplied with
Fowls, wild and tame, Rabbets, and Fifh,
as they feverally come in Seafon.

ThePrice of Beef is regulated by Authority
at Four Pence the long Pound, of Mutton and
Veal at Six Pence. It is a good Sheep here
that weighs twelve long Pounds. Lamb js
never fold by Weight ; the Quarter goes for
a Shilling.

Notwithftanding what I have faid of our
Beef and Mutton, which is true in general ;
I have fometimes eat as good Meat of both
Kinds here as ever I wifh for: And though
it s lefs fat, and of a fmaller Size, than what
comes to your Table, yet it is exceeding
juicy, and of a delicate Tafte,

Hereare great Numbers of Swine, that are
turned mto the Woods in Autumn, where
they are quickly fattened by the vaft Quanti-
“ties of Acorns which the Peafants beat from
the Ever-green Oaks for their Food, From
hence they are houfed, and when their Flefh
has been duly hardened by a Barley-Diet,
they are as good Pork as any in the World.
Some of them are immoderately large and fat,
and thele are in the higheft Efteem with the
Natives, who falt them up for the Ufe of
their Houfes, and a {fmall Quantity is fome-
times exported. ‘This Fondnefs of the Mji-
norquins for fat Pork will appear the more
prepofterous to thofe that have obferved their
unconquerable Averfion for the fat Beef with

which
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which the Troops are vilualled from fre-
land. ‘Their Sucking-Pigs are fold reafon-
ably cheap, and are excellent Meat.

Of Goats we have many great Herds in the
Ifland, but their Flefh feldom finds a Place
at our Tables, except that of the Kid, which
is very delicate.

We reckon Minorca to have at this Time
between fix and feven thoufand great Cattle,
{ixty thoufand Sheep, twenty thoufand Goats,
and four thoufand Swine. ;

This Country breeds great Numbersof very
good Rabbets, which harbour in the Thickets,
and in the Crannies of the Rocks: But, asno
Ulfe is made of their Fur, the Skins bear no
Price among us; Minorca, like moft other
hot Countries, affording no Furs of Value.
We know that the Beaver of Huajon's Bay is
of a fuperior Goodnefs to that of Carolina,
and that fuch Sheep as are fent from New-
England to $famatca, foon grow hairy ; fo
that I fuppofe in general, rich Furs may be
looked upon as the Produce of cold Countries,
the Author of Nature having provided a:
warmer Cloathing for fuch of his Creatures as
his Providence thought fit to expofe to the
Rigours of a fevere Climate.

I am aware of an Objetion in Favour of
the Spanifb Wool, which is confefledly finer
than that of the Countries that lie nearer the
Pole. But this I could eafily obviate by re-
minding you, that my Suppofition related only

Q
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to Furs, and did not extend to Wool : But
does not Dr. Shaw *, who lived many Years
in Barbary, affirm the Sheep of the Sabara
to have Fleeces as coarfe and hairy as thofe of
the Goats ? For this the Doctor affigns a
phyfical Caufe, and thinks it may be occa-
fioned by the Heat of the Climate, the Scar-
city of Water, and the Coarfenefs of the Herbs
they feed upon. Pliny fays the fame thing of
the Wool of Iffria and Liburnia, and of that
of the Southern Parts of France : He adds,
that the like hairy Wool is found in Egypr;
and thefe are all hot Countries.

Asto the remarkable Finenefs of the Spani/b
Wool, it may be poflibly owing to the deli-
cate Paftures in the Neighbourhood of Sego-
via, every way agreeable to the Nature of the
Englifh Sheep {ettled there from Cotfwold,

The Wool of the Minsrca Sheep is of a
middle Staple, neither very fine, nor fo coarfe
as to be unfitfor Ufe. A good deal of it is ma-
nufactured in the Ifland, and the Remainder
15 E}.'Pﬂrtt‘.d, and fetches a good Priceabroad.

We have no Deer in Minorca, and Hares
are likewife Strangers at prefent. Governor
Kane indeed procured afew of the latter, and
turned them loofe ; but two or three pleafant
Gentlemen could not refift the Temptation
of hunting and fhooting them, and fo the
{mall Stock was quickly brought to nothing.
| " There

* Travels, p. 241,
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There are many Hedge-Flogs, which the
Spaniards make no Scruple to eat ; but I have
never heard of the Porcupine here, though
it is very commen in Barbary. 'The Land-
Tortoife is far from being a Rarity; and its
Eggs are very large for an Animal of that
Size. The Number of our Lizards is fcarcely
to be conceived: One fees them bafking in
the Sun in every Cavity of the Fence-Walls
throughout the whole Ifland. Theophrafius
(fays Pliny, lib. viii. cap. 31.) reports, that
the Lizard cafts the Skin, in the {ame man-
ner as the Snake does, but immediately de-
vours it. ‘This great Philofopher took the
valgar Error upon Truft. He did not think
it impoflible that the Lizard might caft its
Skin, and as he had never found the Exuvie,
he gave too ealy Credit to the reft of the
Fable.

Every Morafs and Pool has its Colony of
Frogs, and their Note has been fometimes
miftaken by Strangers for the Cry of the
Wild-Duck.

The common Snake and the Viper are the
only Kinds I have had an Opportunity of
feeing here.

The Scorpion lurks among Heaps of Wood,
and often comes into our Houfes. Thefe ve-
nomous Reptiles frequently do Mifchief here,
Their Methed is to take faft Hold with
their Crab-like Claws, and turn their Tail
(near the Extremity of which their Poifon

1§
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1s lodged) over their Head, with the fharp
Point of which they make a Wound, and fo
mix their Venom with the Mafs of Blood.

The Centipedes almoft cover our white
Walls by Candle-Light, and vanifh again on
the firk Dawn of Day. Their Bite is ac-
counted venomous, and the Minorquins take
Care to be furnifhed with Qil of Olives in
which thefe hateful Animals and Scorpions
have been infufed, and it never fails of the
wifhed Succefs, when they apply it in Time,
But {ome Experiments, made by the Viper-
Catchers in England before the Royal Society,
fufliciently fhew, that the Virtue of this Spe-
cifick refides in the Oil, independent of the
Animals that have been fteeped in it.

We have many Spiders, fome of which

thefe People imagine to be poifonous; but I
do not think the {mall black Spider, fo fre-
quently found in cleaning and picking our
Sallads, tobe the Tarantula (of which fo many
pleafant Thingsare reported by the Naturalifts)
though it is here looked upon to be fuch.
* I now proceed to give you fome Account
of the Birds of this Country, a Tribe that
will be foon difpatched, as we have but a few
Species that have any thing extraordinary to
entitle them to a particular Defeription.

Many Eagles breed in the craggy Hills on
the North Side of the Ifland, building their
Nefts in Places inaccefiible to Men. We fre-
quently fee them in the Country, as alfo the
Vulture, whenever there happens to be a Car-

rion ;
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rion; which does not tally exattly with the
Opinion of fome Authors, who declare the
Eagle never cats the Flefh of any Animal that
it has not killed itfelf. On fuch Occafions
the Eagle and Vulture feem to agree perfectly
well, and appear to exercife a Kind of Difci-
pline, fome of them being detached to certain
Diftances, where they keep Watch on rifing
Grounds, while the reft feed in Security. The
Bird commonly called the Mount Zo7s Eagle
is a Sort of Carrion-Crow, only of different
Colour from ours, being moitly white, and
fomewhat larger.

We have feveral Species of Hawks, and
fo many Owls, that we are every where en-+
tertained with their Note all Night long.

Seraque culminibus ferali carmine bubo

Vijaqueri, & longas in fletam ducere noties.

Vire.
The Afs ufually joins in the Meledy, and,
when the Moon is about the Full, the Dog
likewife intrudes himfelf as a Performer in
the Concert, making Night bideous.

Swallows and Martins are very numerous
all the Summer long, Colonel Des Puig, now
a Prifoner of War here, affured me,; that a
famous ftalian Miniature- Painter, whom he
knew at Florence, madeUfe of the {mall-pointed
Feathers of the Martin’s Wing as Pencils: 1
procured fome of them, and found them to an-
fwer very well, where a fine Point is neceflary.

We have great Plenty of the red-legged
Partridge, a beautiful Bird, and very delicious

Meat,
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Meat, from the Middle of Axgu/l, until the
Corn fails them, and they are obliged to eat
wild Garlick, and the Berries of the Lenti/cus,
which give their Flefh a difagreeable Tafte,
thongh they are little fpared on that Account,
Neither do we want good Quailsin the Seafon,

The Blackbird, Starling, Lark, Sparrow,
and many other Kinds of {mall Birds, are as
common here as in England, and equally
good : The Thrufh is an excellent Bird.

We frequently fee the Wheat-Ear in this
Country, but it is far inferior to that of the
Suffex Downs.

The Wild-Pigeon breeds in the Caverns
of the Rock all round the Ifland, and the
young ones are defervedly much efteemed at
our Tables. The Ring-Dove, both the brown
and the white, we have common enough in
the Woods. The Minorquin Peafants take
the young ones from the Neft, and fell them
to fome of our Gentlemen, who like to keep
them in Cages; but their continual Cooing 1S
intolerable to fome Ears.

We have Woodcock and Snipe in abund-
ance, all Winter long ; and Wild-Duck, Wid-
geon, and Teal, as good and as Plenty asany
where.

As to the Bat, which fome contend tobe a
Quadruped, while others labour to prove it is
a Bird, as I think it certainly 1s, we have it
in great Numbers. It has been long obferved
to be the only Bird that brings forthits Young

alive, or fuckles it, or that has Wings of thin
= | SKins,
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Skins, without Feathers on them, and the
Body covered with Hair, If it feeds on
Gnats, as Pliny fays, itis not likely to want
Food in Minorca, where I think here (hould
bea Law to forbid the Deftru@ion of Bats.

For of all our Infe@s this Mufquita, or
Gnat, 1s the moft troublefome, and if it were
not for the Canopies of Gauze or Muflin,
with which our Beds are conftantly enclofed
during the hot Months, it would be 1mpofii-
ble to get a Moment’s Reft.

We have a great many Butterflies, fome of
which are very beautiful. The Locuft and
Beetle are likewife frequent ; but above all
the Grathopper, which grows to a large Size,
and flies ftrongly a great Way, when it has
been difturbed ; itsunder Wingsareof a beau-
tiful red Colour, and it makes a great Noife
in its Flight, as it conftantly fings while it
refts on the Ground. The Moths devour our
“‘Cloaths and Books, which it is impoflible to
fecure from thefe pernicious Infe@s: The
Ants ever get at our Honey and Sugar; and
the Flies every Day mix themfelves with
our Potations,

You will, no doubt,obferve that I have been
filent in this Letter as to domeftick Fowls;
I fhall fpeak of them, as well as of the Bees,
in a future Trouble; wherefore I will here
put an End to this, with afforing you, that
I fhall be all my Life,

- -8 I R, Your, &c.

LETTER
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Lokl TaEAR. (XL

S LR, Mixorca, 18 Yan. 1741-42.

H E Minorquins are very great Bigots,

and, of Courfe, ftrit Obfervers of
the Fafts and Abftinence enjoined by the
Church, The Sea that furrounds them teems
with a Variety of Fith; and though thefe
People are no great Adventurers, they yet
take them in fuflicient Quantities to fupply
their Markets all the Year round.

The-Dorada, the fame as the Aurara of
Rondeletius, is an excellent Fifh, and very
common here: Its ufual Size is from twelve
to eighteen Inches in Length.

We have great Shoals of Anchovies on our
Coaft during the warm Months; but thefe
People have not learned the Method of pick-
ling them, nor are they any way inquifitive
about it; though they have been told of the

dv.mtagf:a which accrue to their Neigh-
bours frcm the vaft Quantities of this deim-
ous Fifh, which they annually export.

The Danzf!u; is the Fults of Rondeletius,
and 1s an excellent Fith. Tt is frequent on our
Shores at all Times of the Year,

The Molzo (which I take to be the Phyfs
of the fame Author) isa common Fifh, and,

M in
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in my Opinion, is not {urpaflfed in Delicacy
by any other of the finny Tribe in the
Mediterranean,

It is equal to the beft Whitings of the
Ocean, fo far as 1 can truft my Palate, but
of a larger Size: Like them too, it has the
Stones in the Head, as Mr. Ray truly ob-
ferves moft of the fquarneous Fifhes have.

I have found Stones in the Heads of 2
great Variety of the Scaly Tribes, though
they are not to be difcovered in the Herring,
Pilchard, and Sprat, nor in the Mackarel, or
the Trachurus, or Horfe-Mackarel.

We have the Skate on our Coaft in fuffi-
cient Plenty at all Times. It is remarkable,
that this Animal protrudes its living young
ones in {quare Bags, containing befides them
a yellow Liquor.

The Skate commonly produces no more
than two at a Time, each enclofed in its fe-
parate Bag. Of thefe Bags I bave feen great
Numbers on the Shore. They lie among
the Sea-Weed, and much refemble it in Sub-
ftance, as well as Colour. g

The Plaife, Sole, Dab, and Flounder, are
more rare; and it is great Pity thefe People
do not catch more of them, fince they are
certainly as good as any in the World.

The Turbot is {o feldom met with, thatl
know but of one that has been taken fince
my coming to the Mland, and that was near

Ciudadella,
Lampreys,
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Lampreys, Congers, and more efpecially
Eels, are very common here, and much
efteemed.

The Fifhermen frequently catch the Iip-
pocampus, or Sea-Horle, in their Nets, This
little Animal hasa Fin behind the Head, that
a good deal refembles a Horfe's Mane: But
it generally fulls off in the drying.

The Acus of all Authors, or Sea-Pike, as
our Soldiers call it, comes on our Coaft in
vaft Shoals in the Autumn, and fometimes
{ooner.

This Fith is highly valued by the Span:-
ards, and is frequently brought to our
Tables,

It eats fomewhat like the Mackarel, and as
we have not that Fifh, that [ know of, we
are glad of this, which makes fome little
Amends for the Want of it.

Befides the above Names, it goes by feveral
others in different Places; as, the Needle-
Fifh, the Gore-Bill, the Horn-Fifh, the Gar-
Fifh, the Piper, &e.

But if we have not the Mackarel, we have
the Trachurus, or Horfe-Mackarel, in great
Plenty all the hot Weather. The Minorquins,
who have good Stomachs, and ate not very
pice in eating, are very found of this coarle
Fifh, but we think it of a little Value,

We have none of the A/elli, or Cod-Kind,
that frequent our Shores, fo far as I have been
able to learn: For I have never feen the fe-

M 2 cond
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cond Anthias of Rondeletius, which Mr. Wii-
lughbey * fays is a Species of this Kind.

The Saimon and Trout are not to be looked
for in this Country, which is deftitute of
Rivers. But we have the Smelt in Plenty,
which has the Violet-Smell, or rather the
Cucumber-Smell, as fome incline to think it.

The Sardina abounds on our Coaft, during
the warm Weather, and the Natives pickle a
few of them.

Mr. Willughbey takes the Sardina to be a
fmall Pilchard, 4 that of the Ocean, as this
great Man will have it, growing to a larger
Size than this of ours in the Mediterranean
ever attains to,

He likewife thinks Sprats to be no other
than young Herrings and Pilchards, in which
laft Opinion Mr. Ray agrees with him ||

Now, Sir, I befpeak your Candour to be-
lieve, that it is with the utmoft Diffidence I
venture to mention a Particular or two, which
incline me to fufpect, that thefe excellent Au-
thors, whofe fuccefsful Labours in Natural
Hiftory can never be too much commended,
are in an Error concerning the Sprat and the
Sardina. ;

I hope it will be allowed, that the Her-
ring and Pilchard arrive at their full Growth
; before

B Hif. Pife. 1iv.vap:ag, Jol 5. -+ Thide b i¥: capi. o
fef, 2. | Ray's Letters, p. 261,
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before they breed; for Mr Ray himfelf {ays,
in his Letter to Dr Zancred Robinfon, of
the 15th of April, 1692, that both thefe
Filhes come to their full Growth in a Year's
Time, and then breed®.

Now if the Sprat is found to be full-roed,
and its Roes are as large and turgid, in Propor-
tion, as thofe of the Herring or Pilchard,
and yet of not half their Length, which 1
have not known it to exceed, it may poflibly
be concluded that Sprats are a diftiné& Species
of the Harrengiformes, and never can become
Herrings or Pilchards.

And that Sprats are full-roed, at the ufual
Time of catching them, I have myfelf {een,
with the naked Eye, a thoufand Times, and
could eafily diftinguifh between the hard Roes
and the foft one:.

Befides, as fome few Herrings are now and
then taken amongft the Sprats, and thefe are
conftantly obferved to be fhotten, as the Fifh-
ermen term it, that is, to have caft their
Spawn; does not this thew us, that the Her-
ring and the Sprat have diffcrent Scafons of
fpawning.

Then how are we to account for the Dif-
ference in their Size at that Time? If it be
anfwered, that the Herrings are upwards of
a Year old, and the Sprats but half a Year,

M 3 this

* Ray's Letters, p. 261,
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this correfponds but ill with the foregoing
Obfervation, that Herrings and Pilchards
come to their full Growth, before they begin
to breed.

Again I would afk, whence comes it, that
we never fee Herrings and Pilchards of all
the intermediate Sizes between theirsand that
of the Sprat, as feveral chance Herrings are
taken by the Filbermen on the Coaft of
England, in moft Months of the Year, and
particularly among the early Whitings in
April and May, and among the Mackarel
all the Seafon, and yet they are ever at their
full Growth, or fall very little fhort of it?

I could add, if it were neceflary, that all
the Fifthermen 1 have had an Opportunity
of talking with, are clearly of Opinion, that
Sprats are by no means young Herrings or
Pilchards; and fome of them have pointed
out to me a real Difference in the Make of
the Head.

Befides, if the Shoals of Sprats are young
Herrings and Pilchards, how comes it to
pafs, that they herd thE[hEl s whereas Pil-
chards and Herrings, though both of them
gregarious, never mix at all; unlels you will
except a Straggler, now and then, as we find
fome among "n.wf’inungc. and Mackarel ?

Then, as to the Sardina, do not the
black Spots on the Sides, mentioned by Mr
Willughbey, diltinguifh it from the Pilchard,
which has no fuch Marks ? Perhaps it may

I not
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not be amifs to mention another eflential
Difference that there is in the Shapes of
both, the Pilchard being more flat and com-
prefled, and a much broader Fifh than the
Sardina.

This is all that occurs to me on the Sub-
ject; and I will not be fo vain to flatter my-
felf, that I have eftablithed this Point of na-
tural Hiftory on a new Bafis; but leave it to
you, to determine on the Subjet, asyou fhall
think fit: What I have faid was with a View
to your Satisfaclion, and your Acceptance of
it is my Reward.

The Buferas abound with Mullets, that
grow to great Bulk there, and are very good.
Of the Roes of the Female Mullet, Botargo
is made, being no other than the Ova falted
and dried. This helps a decayed Appetite,
and gives Relith to a Glals of Wine, and
might be eafily prepared and cured here,where
the Fith is fo plenty and cheap.

But the commoneft Fithes we have are
thofe our Soldiers call Rock-Fifh, from their
keeping near the rocky Shores in the feveral
Harbours of Minorca.

Vaft Quantities of them zre daily brought
to Market, and nothing can be more beauti-
ful than their Colouring, being marked acrofs
their Bodies with very lively Stripes of Blue,
Red, or Green. They feldom exceed eight
or nine Inches in Length, and are fold for:
about Four-pence Halfpenny the long Pound.

M 4 The
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The Cuttle Fith is not uncommon on our
Shores, and its Bones, the Os Sepia of the
Shops, are found in fufficient Plenty, for the
Ufe of the Silverfmiths and Apothecaries.

I have often tried its Ink in Drawing, and
find it to be a warm Colour, more beautiful
than Biftre, and working f'rer:ly and plea-
fantly with Water ; in which Refpect it is not
furpafled by Izdian Ink itfelf,

The Ink 1s contained in a Kind of B ad-
der, which being taken out of the Body,
and warthed, is then emptied into a Tea-Cup,
where it foon dries, hardens, and cracks into
{feveral Pieces, which then are to be managed
exadtly as Indian Ink is.

This Ufe of the Cuttle Fith Ink was fug-
gefted to me, on feeing fome of it {pilt on the
Deck of a Boat, as | trawled for Flat-Fifh at
Spithead in 1734, and 1 contrived to fave a
little to make the Experiment.

This Fifb difcharges its Ink when it is
purfued, with which it tinGtures the Water
to {o deep a Colour, that it eafily efcapes from
its Enemy; as is obferved by Pliny, in the
xxixth Chapter of his ninth Book.

Its Beak is of a horny Subftance, and the
upper Part turns down on the Iowcr fome-
what like that of a Parrot.

This Ink was well known to Ariffotle,
Oppian, Horace, and others among the An-
gients ; but I do not know that it was ever

uled
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ufed by them or the Moderns in Writing or
Drawing,

Of the cruftaceous Fithes, we have only
one in Plenty, and that is the Sea Cray-
Fi(h, which is defervedly eiteemed here. The
Lobiter, the Crab, and the Shrimp, we fome-
times have, but their Numbers are {fmall.

The Soldier-Fifh 1s common enough : The
French call it Bernard [l'ermite ; but our
Englifh Name (which does not come from
its red Colour, as fome imagine) is certainly
more expreflive of the Nature of a Fifh,
which being poficfled of no Houfe of its own,
is obliged once a Year, to hunt out for an
empty Shell, as he out-grows the old one,
and will maintain an obftinate Fight with
any Competitor that pretends to difpute the
Prize with him.

That Part of the Soldier which lies to-
wards the Bottom of the Shell (which is ge-
nerally of the Buccinum-Tribe) is only
covered with a Membrane; but its Fore-
Parts are crutitaceous; fo that pofiibly it
ought to be ranked among the Semi-crufta-
ceous Fifhes, if the Naturalifts have any fuch
Diitinction.

The moft numerous of our Shell-Fifh 1s
undoubtedly the Echinus, or Sea-Urchin ; the
Sea-Egg of our Soldiers ; for it fticks every
where to the Rock, in fuch Plenty, that we
are obliged to wear our Shoes as we go into
the Water to {wim, or to bathe ourfelves,

or
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or their Prickles would make miferable Work
with our Feet,

Of thefe we have little Variety, only two
Species of the Echinus Ovarius, that I have
obferved ; one of them is fometimes more
than three Inclies in Diameter, very thick
fet round with fmall black Prickles ; the
other is fmaller, but the Spines a gnod deal
longer.

Among the Shells we find on our Shores,
may be reckoned Limpits, Sea-Ears, Tellinez,
Chame, Scollops (with ene Ear, and with
two, both exceflively beautiful, and of all
Colours, but very {fmall) Cockles, the Razor-
Fifh, Mufsles, Purples, Whilks (a great
many Species) Nerite, Con he Veneris, and
many more, which by the Varieties of their
Species, and their different Colours, furnifh
out 2 Number of Cabinets here that are very
well worth feemg

The Nautilus is far from being {carce on
our Coaft, but it is fo tender a Shell, that it
is extremely difficult to avoid breaking it
Of large Conchs we have feveral I{mds
‘The Spaniards eat the Fith, and blow with
the Shell, inftead of a Horn (when they are
at Work among the Rocks) to alarm the
People, on their preparing to {pring a Mine.

One Inducement to their ufing this Shell,
and fometimes that of the great Whilks,
arifes from that Hatred they bear to the
Sight and Name of a Horn ; for they never

mention
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mention it but in Anger, and then they curfe
with it, faying, Cuerno, asthey would Dia-
blo.

And now, Sir, I fear I (hall bring my
Credit with you into fome Hazard, being to
relate what is fcarcely to be believed, and
yet is an indubitable Fact; and that is of a
certain Mufile (the Pholas of Rondeletius)
that lies hid in the Rocks at the Bottom of
Mahon Harbour, and in other Places about
the Ifland.

To come at thefe Datyls, as the Spaniards
call them, from Daélylus (Aazlua@-) a Fin-
ger, to which they bear fome remote Refem-
blance, a huge Stone is haled athore with
Ropes, and broke to Pieces with Iron Sledges,
and then they appear lying in all Directions
to the very Center of the Rock.

The Fifh is contained in two fimilar Shells
about the Bignefs and Length of a Finger,
little deprefled, and of nearly the fame Breadth
from one End to the other.

I make no doubt but that the minute Bo-
dies from which the Daty/s have grown to
this Bulk, were at firft worked into the na-
tural Cavities of the Rock, by the Force of
the Water, which has conveyed the neceffary
Suftenance to them by the fame Chanels
ever fince.

Nay, the Salt-Water may, for aught [
know, have formed thofe very Holes origi-
nally, and multiplied them by Degrees, fo as

to
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to receive fuch incredible Numbers of thefe
teftaceous Inhabitants. |

Mr. Lbhwyd affirms, in a Letter to Mr.
Ray, that he has feen Stones containing
Pholades, without any vifible Meatus, from
the Suiface, or the other Holes; but fome
that I have examined, have a fmall Meatus,
and, as Rondeletius juftly remarks, it fcarcely
- admits of a Needle to be thruft into it ; yet
this Chink muft be lirge enough to give
Entrance to the [iily’s Food, or it could not
live a Minute.

Mr. Lbwyd alfo fays, < it 1s manifeft from
¢« Expericice, that the Spawn of Animals
¢ may infinvate itelt 1to the Mals of
" S..Dl’li.‘.”

And indeed it is not more furprizing to
find them here, than that Toads have been
frequently found included within the moft
folid Marble, without either Cleft or Hole
to be perceived, throngh which it was firfk
admitted, and received Air and Nourithment,
of which many Inftances are to be found

in Dr. Plot’s Natural Hiftory of Stafford-
Shire,

It is not to be fuppofed, that the Datyls
we thus find in Stone have lived there from
the General Deluge; neither can it be ima-
gined they have propagated their Kind ever
fince; for in that Cafe, a huge Heap of their
. Shells muft have remained, as Mr., Lbwyd
long fince obferved on a like Occafion.

Our
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Qur Datyls, {o far as I have obferved, are
ever found in the common Cantoon Stone,
already defcribed.

The Datyl is certainly the moft delicious
of all the Mufile-Kind, and the Expence is
not great of procuring them.

Out of a Rock of about a Ton Weight,
we got upwards of a Peck of them.

I never could difcover the offenfive Smell
Atbenceus imputes to the Pholas, as quoted by
Rondeletius ; but that they are very nourifhing,
1 can cafily grant him,

The Nacar is a very large Mufile, taken
here in great Numbers. It is the Pmna
magna of Authors, and extends from the
Cardo to the Verge three Feet in Length;
though fome are not more than halt this
Size; and is there from fixteen to eighteen
Inches broad.

The Infide is of .the beautiful Complexion
of Mother of Pearl, but it is rough, and in
fome Meafure prickly without, It is worked
by the French into Toys and Trinkets of a
thoufand Sorts.

Near the Joint is a Bunch of yellowifth
filky Matter, from four to ten Inches long,
and when {queezed together, as thick as one’s
Finger.

This Silk, as I fhall call it, is capable of
being {pun, and knitted into Stockings or
Gloves, as it frequently has been out of Cu-

riofity,
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riofity, and Dr. Shaw fuppofes it to be the
Byffus of the Ancients *.

Pliny 4 cites Athenzus, who affirms the
Nacar to be the fame as the Peéfen; but he
is certainly miftaken, for it is not‘a Scallop,
but a Mufile.

We frequently find the empty Shells of the
Pinna parva on our Shores, not exceeding
half an Inch in Length; and they are gene-
rally rubbed in the Sand to the Appearance
of Mother of Pearl on the Qutfide; that is,
their rugged Cruft is worn off by their hav-
ing been long beat about in the Sand, by the
Waves of the Sea. |

The Purpura, from which the Tyrian Dye
was procured, is very frequent about the
Ifland ; of which the Hiftory is well known,
The Entrance of the Shell is well fecured by
an Operculum, or Lid, which adheres fo
firmly to the Fifh, that it chn protrude it at
Pleafure, when it would fearch for Food,
and draw it in again, upon the leaft Appre-
henfion of Danger,

This Lid is of an Qval Figure, flat on the
Side, by which it is made faft, and of a pale
yellow Colour, but fomewhat rounded on
the upper Side, and when firft taken out, of a
florid Red.

Such of them as are picked up on the fandy

Shores are faded to a dull Yellow.
On

fR— R —— —
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On the flat Side we fee certain obfcure Lines,
turning {pirally, and thewing how its Dimen-
fions were enlarged, that it might continue to
fit the Mouth of the Shell as it grew.

When breken, they are white within, and
are of a teftaceous Subftance; it 15 no wonder
then, that being Alcalies, they thould move
in Aczds, from whence our People have given
them the Name of Creeping-Stones.

We fee Opercula in moft other of the tur-
binated Shells, but they are in fome, compofed
of very different Matter from thefe, but all
that I have feen agreeing in the fpiral Lines,
which are deeper cut in fome than in others,

Of the Sea-Star we have great Numbers,
but little Variety. Of the common Sort, the
firft Species of Rondeletius, we have them of
two, three, four, and five Rays; thefe laft
are the moft frequent, from whence they are
vulgarly called Five-Fingers. 'Thefe Sea-
Stars fuck in a great Variety of the {maller
Shell-Fifh into their Maw, The Collectors
of Shells fometimes find not fewer than fifty
Shells in one Sea-Star, many of them very
curious and beautiful,

But much more rare is the Stella-Marina
Arborefcens, which it has never been my For-
tune to find entire; though, as 1 have already
faid *, 1 have feen many Fragments of it.

Of thofe Sea-Stars that have twelve or thir-
teen Rays, I have never feenany here, though

they

* Sece Letter VII.
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they are not unfrequently found on the Coaft
of Kf?zf and Suffex in England,

Thefe Stars are great Enemies to Oyfters,
and the other bivalve Shell-Fifhes, getting into
‘the Shells, and fucking them ; and you know
the Dredgers in the Thbames are obliged to
deftroy them on this Account, or incur a fe-
vere Penaliy, if they negle¢t it.

They are very quick of Motion, which
they perform by extending their Rays, or
Fingers, and then fuddenly contradting them
again,

I am,

S IR,

Your, &c.

LETTER
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Lot L TR XTIV,

S I R, MiNorca, g b, 1741-42,

T is of great Advantage to the Inhabitants

of a warm Climate, to be well fupplied
with Vegetables, of which Minorca boafts a
~ large Catalogue, as well for the Table, as
for the Confideration of the Botanift. But
I fhall confine what I have to fay on this
Subject to the former Kind, many of which
are of an exquifite Flavour, and coming to
Maturity at different Seafons, furnifh out great
Plenty and Variety round the Year.

Wheat and Barley are the only Kind of
Corn that thefe Iflands fow, if you will not
except a very inconfiderable Quantity of 7n-
 dran-Corn, In the Neighbourhood of Adasa,
and fome few other Places.

Their Harvefts are generally gathered by
the Middle of fune; and as the Corn ripens,
a Number of Boys and Girls ftation them-
{elves at the Edges of the Fields, and on the
Tops of the Fence-walls, to fright away the
{mall Birds with their Shouts and Cries.

This pats me in Mind of Firgil's Precept,
in the firft Book of the Georgicks,

Et foditu terrebis aves

and was a Cuftom, I doubt not, among the
N Roman




178 The Hiftory of the

Roman Farmers, from whom the antient M-
norquizs learned it.

They alfo ufe for the fame Purpofc {plit
Reed, which makes a horrid Rattling, as they
thake it with their Hands.

Their more common Produce is fix for
one ; but nine for one is reckoned an extra-
ordinary Crop. Their Corn is trod out in
the Field ; the Beafts, thac tread it out on the
bare Rock, thefe People have fo little Con-
{cience as to muzzle, either out of Ignorance,
or in Defiance of the pofitive Injunétion to
the Contrary in the Old Teftament. They
winnow their Corn likewife on the Spot, by
toffing it up in the Wind, and itore that and
their Straw very carefully.

The Minor guin Farmers manure their Corn-
grounds with whatever they have about their
Habitations that can be applied to anfwer that
End, in which the Dung and Litter of their
domeftick Animals, and the Sweepings of their
Houfes, make no fmall Part.

Straw 1s the only Fodder, and when it is
chopt {mall, that, and a little Barley, are to
the Horfes, Mules, and Affes of Mincrca,
what Hay and Oats are to our Horfes.

It is probable that Peas and Beans were in-
troduced here by Governor Kane, though now
they are {ufficiently Plenty, and come 1n early
in the Spring.

The Spaniards are ftill fond of their Gar-
vancoes, and Lentils, which {fome of our Sol-

diers
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~diers have learned of them to eat; as they
alfo ufe Calabafbes, or Pompions, and Toma-
tas in their Soups, with Leeks, Onions, and
Garlick, in Imitation of thefe People. The
French-Bean abounds here in its Seaion, and
1s very good.

Their Turnips are hard and fticky, and
therefore much inferior to ours, yet they
arc a grateful Article in the Compofition of
our Soups. Their Parfnips and Carrots are
of a good kind.

The Collyflowers are extremely good, and
continue in Seafon fix or feven Months of the
Year ; and their Cabbages are the beft I ever

r eat any where.

They have Plenty of thefe, as they like-
wife have of Spinage, Savoys, Coleworts, and
feveral other Kinds, very cheap; of which
our Soldiers eat great Quantities with their
Salt-Beef.

Their Lettuce is of a bad Sort, but their
Sallad is eafily improved by a Mixture of Gar-
den and Water-Crefles, young Radifhes, and
Chervil. In the Spring, Dandelion (which
thefe People call Camarcjas ) is eaten by
many ; but its extream Bitternefs was ever
diftafteful to me, though it is accounted
very wholefome. I cannot commend their
Artichoak ; though the young Stalks, if boil-
ed till they are tender, and carefully ftripped,
are of a delicate Flavour.

N 2 Their °
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Their Celery is very good, as likewife 1s
the Endive, and many of their Mufk-Me-
lens are excellent: But the Water-Melon,
which comes in by the latter End of Fune,
when ‘the Weather is at the hotteft, is fo
cooling, fo juicy and delicious, that it cannot
be fufficiently commended. It never furfeits
in any Quantity ; nay the Spaniards give it
freely to their Children in Fevers, without
the lealt Apprehenfion of its doing them
Hurt: It continues to the Middle of Oé&fober.

Egypt itfelf cannot boaft of better Lecks,
Onions and Garlick, than are produced here,
in great Abundance ; and indeed the Gardens
furnith us liberally with many other ufeful
Plants for our Tables, fuch as Thyme, Hy-
{op, Winter-Savoury, Marjoram, Marigold,
Fennel, Sage, Parfley, Succory, Shallots, Sor-
rel, Beets, Radith, Horle-Radifh, Mint, &&¢.
The Cucumbers are excellent, and much lar-
ger than ours.

Of late a little Afparagus has been propa- .
gated here, which does not fucceed fo well,
as one could with. Of the wild Kind, there:
is Plenty every where. What we eat aret
the young Shoots of a prickly Shrub of the!
Size of a Goofeberry-Buth. They require:
to be fteeped all Night in Salt and Water,
to take off their bitter Tafte, and are then
agreeable enough to the Palate. They are
faid to be dieuretick, and (in two or thresg
tlours after we have eat them) conftantl

pus
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put us 10 Mind of another Quality they like-
wile poflefs in common with the Garden-
Afparagus.

Here is great Plenty of the Guinca-Pepper,
the green Pods of which the Aliusrquins are
exceflively fond of. Of thefe a valuable
Pickle is made. Such as they f{uffer to hang
till the Seeds are ripe, acquire a red Colour,
and being dried, and reduced to a fine Pow-
der, are much ufed in their Cookery, and are
well known to the World under the Name of
Cayan-Butter.

' Rofemary and Wormwood, grow wild on
the rocky Hills, with a happy Variety of
other Medicinal Plants, which however it is
no Part of my Intention to enumerate in this
Place. .

Vaft Quantities of Samphire grow on the
Cliffs by the Sca-Side, fome of which our
" People frequently pickle. It is larger and
more luxuriant than that of Dover-Cliff, and
at leaft equal to it in Flavour.

There 1s fcarcely an old Wall in the Ifland
that does not produce the Capre-Plantin great
Abundance. The Capres are no other than
the Buds of the Flower, gathered before they
expand, and dried in the Shade: They are
then put up in Pots, with Vinegar and a little
Salt, and kept for Ule.

The Spanzards ufually fell them to us when
they are thoroughly dried, and then we have
nothing to do, but to add the Vinegar and

N 3 Salt
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Salt; but fometimes our Officers Wives take
the Trouble to go through the whole Procefs
themfelves; and when they manage them
fkilfully, and with the Care that is necel-
fary, 1 think they are the beft Capres in the
World,

We are not to look for either Beauty or
Regularity in the Gardens of thefe People,
who only {tudy to turn their Spot of Ground
to the greateft Advantage.

Their Lezks, Onions, Carrots, and fome
other Kinds, they fow very thick in Beds,
and afterwards tranfplant them to the Place
where they are to remain until they come to
Maturity.

Every Garden is provided with a Well,
from whence the Beds are conftantly watered
every Evening, without which the young
Plants muft inevitably perith in the frequent
Droughts of this Climate, which often con-
tinue three or four Months together.

Every Bed has a {lender Mound about its
Edge, to confine the Water which is let in, .
from the bordering Channel, to the Height of
two or three Inches. |

The Water is drawn out of the Well by
the Perfian-Wheel, as it is called fimply,
though the Engine really confifts of two
Wheels. I fhall give you fuch a Defcription
of it, as will, 1 flatter myfelf, give you a clear
Idea of this ufeful Machine.

And
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And I fhall do this the more willingly, as
it is the only Contrivance for raifing Water
that is in Ufe here, and the principal one all
over the Levant; though the Authors, who
have treated of thefe Parts, have contented
themfelves with barely mentioning it.

Over the Center of the Well 1s a Wheel,
of about five Feet Diameter, vertically placed,
and f{uftained by an Axis, which refts, at both
Ends, on the Kirb.

Over this Wheel is a loofe Band made of
Myrtle-Twigs, and reaching a Foot or two
below the Surface of the Water.

A competent Number of Earthen Pitchers,
holding about three Pints a-piece, are faftened
to the Band, by the narrow Neck, their
Mouths all turned the fame Way.

An Horizontal Wheel is fixed near this,
in fuch Manner, that its Pinions, or Trun-
dles, may fall in very exactly with the Coggs,
or Pins of the vertical one. The Axis of
this laft rifes to fuch a Height, that a long
Pole, tenented into it at the Top, freely goes
round, over the whole Work, without rubbing.

At the outward, or {maller, End of the
Pole, a Cow, or an Afs, is yoked, and gives
Motion to the Engine. As the Pitchers
come to the Top, they empty themfelves into
a Stone-Trough, from whence the Water is
conveyed by a Canal into a Ciftern, which
ftands high enough for the Water to run free-
ly to all Parts of the Garden.

N 4 The
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The Water lies fome Hours in the Ciftern,
expofed to the Rays of the Sun, by which a
good deal of that Chilnefs is removed, which
would be very prejudicial to ‘the tender Plants;
md I have known very fkilful Gardeners in

uglond, who, when their Pots were filled,
i:::t +hh ifiar fome Time in the Sun, for the
fame Reafon, :

Of Fruits, the firft Place is due to the
Grape, not only on Account of the Wine
which is made of its Juice, but with refpet
alfo to the Grapes themfelves, which come to
ripen in July, and continue to be gathered
from the Vine until the latter End of O&foder.

Then a freth Supply is taken from the Ceil-
ings, of fuch Bunches as were hung up by
the Stalk, as foon as they were ripe: Thefe
preferve themfelves plump and juicy till the
Spring, and then they are followed by the
Grapes dried in the Sun, or Raifins.

Their Grapes are of feveral Kinds; the
large round rt.d and the large round white
Glupﬂ, the leng red Grape, and the long
white Grape ; the {mall round Grape of both
Colours ; the fmall black Grape, in fcattering
Clufters; . ‘the white Mufcadel Grape, and
many chers. All thefe are indifferently min-
gled together for the making of Wine.

We may form a Judgment of the Quan-
tity of Grapes produced yearly in Mizuorca,
by the Tithes, which amount to fourteen
thoufand Quimrals, in the following Propor-
tions. Ciudadelle
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Ciudadelle Termino pays - - 2000 Quintals

Mabon - - - - = booo
Alaior - - - - - = 2000
Mercadal and Feaerias - = 4000
Total - - - - « = 14000

Thefe Tithes are paid in Kind, and are one
eleventh Part of the whole ; fo that a Hun-
dred and fifty four Thoufand Qu:ntals, are the
annual Produce of the Ifland.

The Value of the Grapes, at feven Reals
a Quintal, as they are ufually {old, i1s Twenty
fix thoufand nine hundred and fifty Pounds
Sterling.

It is known by Experience that a Quintal
of Grapes makes five Quaotillos of Wine ; and
therefore if all this Quantity was fent te the
Wine-Prefs, it would produce Eighteen thou-
fand three hundred and thirty-three Hogtheads
of Wine: But a great Deduction muft be
made for thofe Grapes that are eaten by the
Minorquins, whether they are frefh gathered
from the Vines, or fuch as they hang up in
Houfes, which they preferve by this Means
plump and juicy till the Middle of March
or laftly, thofe they dry and cure for Raifins.
When proper Allowances have been made
for the Grapes thus diverted from the Prefs,
I think we may compute that there are made
in this Ifland annually, one Year with another,

Thirteen thoufand Hogtheads of red Wine,
which,
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which, at thirty-five Shillings 2 Hogfhead, are
worth T'wenty-two thoufand feven hundred
and fifty Pounds Sterling. The Wine made
here in 1740, was, withina Trifle, agreeable
to our Computation; a Year that produced
a Vintage neither abundant nor defective.
But it is neceflary I fhould apprize you in
this Place, that the Natives every Year in-
creafe their Plantations of the Vine, and there-
tore the Quantity of Grapes will in all Proba-
bility, in a few Years, double that I have
mentioned above, which fhews only the pre-
fent State of their Vineyards.

The Spaniards begin cutting their Grapes
about the fixth of Seprember, and as foon as
they are all brought in, the Wine is begun to
be made.

In Decenber we tafte the Wine, and mark
what we like, appointing a Time when we
propofe to draw it off. If it turns Sour, in the
mean while, we leave it.

The Mincrquins are at Liberty to fell their
Wine among thémfelves after St. Mariin's
Day, N. S. but they are forbid felling it to
the Englifb before St. Thomas’s Day, the
twenty-firft of December, N. S. under the
Penalty of ten Dollars.

We feldom begin to drink our new Wine
before the Month of Apiil, but the Soldiers
have it retailed to them as {oen as the above
Regulation allows .

There
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There 1s but little White-Wine made here,
though the Price might well tempt them to
go more into it, being four Times as much
as the Red-Wine goes at.

They ufually boil it, and then itis of a dif-
agreecable lufcious Tafte : Buta Kind has been
lately made in fmall Quantities at Alazor, that
1s little inferior to the beft French White-Wines.
- The Red-Wine of Minorca is not of the
fame Complexion and Flavour in all Parts of
the Ifland. That of Ciudadella is good Wine,
of a deeper red than the reft, and very ftrong.

That of Mabon is moft efteemed, being of
a beautiful Amethyft Colour, fmooth in the
Mouth, and of a fufficient Strength to preferve
it in the Country for feveral Years, and to ad-
mit of its being fent to Enugland.

But the Alazor Wine has certainly the beft
Flavour, and {fome of it approaches very near
the Excellence of Burgundy, and is of the
fame Colour, But 1t wants much of the
Strength of the other, and therefore it will
not bear the Sea.

What they make in Mercadal and Fererias,
is inferior to all the other Wines, except that
which is produced from the old Vineyards
belonging to the Fryars of Mount-Toro.

I have already faid, we begin upon our
new Wine in Apri/, which is generally the
Cafe ; though fome curious Gentlemen keep
theirs to a greater Age, even three or four
Years, and then hold it in great Efteem.

But
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But I cannot think the Wine is hereby im-
proved, as it becomes tawny, and lofes a
good deal of its Flavour, a Lofs the Minorca
Wine does not fo well bear as thofe of the
French Growth, which are more remarkable
for a full Flavour.

I thould think I trifled with you in ob-
{erving, that a red and a white Grape, when
the Skin is peeled off, are of the fame Co-
lour, if fo great a Man as Sir Francis Bacon
had not been of a contrary Opinion, and
affirmed, that the red Grape was of the fame
Colour throughout. The Experiment is fo
caflly made, that I will fay no more on this
Head.

The Minorquins are careful to manure their
Vineyards in the beft Manner they are able,
and to defend their Grapes from the Wind,
and fecure them again{t Thieves, they fur-
round the whole with a high Wall of loofe
Stones. They are very punctual in {feizing
the proper Times for pruning and drefling
their Vines, and conftantly keep the Ground
about them free from Weeds, and deftroy
every Kind of Vermine by which their Vines
might be hurt or the Fruit deftroyed.

The Apricot of this Country is infipid and
unwholfome; the Peaches are very bad:
But I have eat {fome excellent Nectarines at a
Vineyard near Alaior, where however they
are produced in no great Quantities: Yet
thele {few {hew the Soil to be kindly enough

tor
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for the Ne&tarine ; and as it is the only Stone-
Fruit that arrives to any tolerable Perfetion in
this Country, it is Pity they do not increafe it.

It may be thought fuperfluous to add to
this Remark, that we have here no- gnad
Plumbs or Cherries: But it may not be im-
pertinent to inform you of a Gum produced
from a {mall red Plumb in great Plenty.

It is an Exfudation from the Fruit, and
adheres to it in white tranfparent Grains; and
I can affure you, from my own repeated
Trials, that it 1s equal to the beflt Gum-_4ra-
bick for the Ufe ﬂ(} a Dranghtfman : But the
Gum that iffues from the Branches of the
Tree is vaitly inferior to this.

The large black Fig, and the fmall white
one, are both excellent, and fo are many of
the Pomgranates. The Moulberries and Al-
monds are very Plenty among us, and very
excellent they are.  The Almond Tree is an
early Bearer, and its Bloom is extreamly de-
lightful to the Eyes, and perfumes the vernal
Air with a Profulion of Sweets.

Though T do not know that we have the
white Mulberry Tree in Minorca, yet as the
red thrives well, there is no Doubt but the
Soil is as fuitable to the other.

It would ‘therefore be extreamly worth
while to propagate it, and then the Siik-
Worm would introduce ‘among thefe People
a very valuable Article of Commerce, fo ad-

vantageoufly carried on in the Countries about
them. We
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We have a few Walnuts, and a Chefnut-
Tree or two, which hitherto have turned to
little Account. But Hazel-Nuts and Filberds
are not to be found here.

Dr. Auchmutty procured, fome Years fince,
a few Goofeberry and Currant Trees, and
planted them in his Vineyard near Mabon ;
where indeed they bear, but their Fruit con-
tinually degenerates both in Size and Tafte.

There are feveral Palm-Trees here, but
the People are ignorant of their proper Cul-
ture, and therefore they produce no Dates that
ripen ; fo that as their Trunks, tho’ very large,
and of a confiderable Length, are of no man-
ner of Ulfe, either as Tiunber, or for Fuel;
they are planted meerly for Ornament, and
make a pleafing Variety among the other
Trees of their Gardens.

The red Mulberry arrives to great Perfec-
tion in this Climate. The Tree is large, and its
thick-leaved Branches afford a comfortable and
extenfive Shade in hot Weather, as its Fruit
affwages Thirft, and regales the Palate.

The Olive-Tree grows wild all over the
{{land, and generally bears very well ; but ei-
ther the Olives arc not of the nghthd for
Pickling, or the Minorquins are ignorant of
the right Way of doing it; for thofe that
they pickle, none but themfelves can eat.

Neither do they attempt to make Oil from
their Oluu, alledging that their Country 1s
fo much L‘a"TUE‘L{I to the Northerly Winds,

that
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that their Fruit is fpoiled by them, and made
unfit for the Prefs.

But this is not the only Inftance of their
covering their infuperable Indolence with idle
Excufes, that have been a thoufand Times ex-
pofed and refuted.

The Wood of the Olive-Tree is the beft
Fuel we have, and I have often feen the large
Trunks {plit for the Fire, fo beautifully veined
and variegated, that they would have been
highly Ornamental in the fineft Works of a
London Cabinet-Maker.

We have Lemons in great Plenty through-
out the Year, except in Auguff and Septem-
ber, when they are fometimes fcarce, and
{fometimes wholly fail us, as they did in Au-
guft, 1738 : But for the moft Part we are well
fupplied.

We have the Seville and the China Orange
in Abundance ; and during the Winter
Months they are exceeding cheap. Here are
alfo the Burgamot, and the Citron. 1 know
but of one Lime-Tree, and that grows in
the Gardens at Sanfa-Gracia, and bears very
well.

I muft not any longer defer acqu’untm-‘r
you, that (the Vme excepted) the Minorguins
never prune a Tree, thinking it Irre]wmus in
fome Degree to prefume to direct its (}mwth
and if you exprefs your Wonder that thev
forbear this ufeful Pr: actice, and inform them
of the Advantages that attend it in other

Countries,
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Countries, their Anfwer is ever ready, God
knows beft how a Tree fhould grow.

The Quince and Medlar are very common
here ; ‘of the former the Spaniards make a
Marmalade, that they are very fond of.

The Prickly-Pear is obferved in every Gar-
den and Vineyard. 'The Natives make Fences
of it, and increafe it with very little Trouble.
They only thruft a fingle Leaf half Way into
the Earth, and it rarely fails to ftrike Root,
and thrive.

They are fond of ite Fruit, and reckon it
wholfome ; but its flat {fweet Tafte does not
recommend it to a Place at our Tables, where
we give the Preference to Fruits of the tarter
Kind.

Mr. Ray thinks * the Prickly-Pear, or Fi-
cus Indica, as he calls it, is not a Native of
Hurope, but originally an American ; and Dr.
Shato 4 feems to think it 2 Foreigner in Africa,
and fays, the Algerines call the Fruit of the
Opuntia, I{.:*rmrz Naflarab, the Fig of the
Chriftians, perhaps (fays he) from bemg ori-
oinally bmught from Europe. The Minorquins
call them Figos Morifcas, Moortfh Figs.

The Arbutus, or Strawberry-Tree, deferves
to be mentioned here, on Account of its
Fruit, which the Spaniards feed upon, and
efteem a Dainty, though we defpife it for its
lufcious Tafte

It

e

Travels,

...5!-
|

* Letters, p. 160.
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It is the only Tree I know that bears a Fruit
refembling that of a reptile Plant. This Tree
produces a conftant Succcefiion of ripe Fruit
round the Year, and at the fame Time thews a
pleafing Variety of green Fruit and Blofloms.

It is alfo a Native of the Weftern Parts of
dreland, from whence Lord Edgcomb procured
fome of the Plants for his Gardens at Mount-
Edgcomb, where I once faw them; and tho’ they
thrive very well, theyare far from attaining the
Height and Luxuriance of thofe in Minorca.

The Romans called this Fruit Unedo, as it
was of fo bitter and unpleafant a Tafte, that
not above one could be eat at the fame Time
with Satisfaction, though it muft be confeffed,
our Spaniards are not altogether fo {queamith.

The Myrtle is a very common Shrub with us,
and a very ufeful one to the Natives, who feed
upon the Berries, and employ the young Tops
in dying, and in tanning their Leather.

If our Tanners in England could fall into this
Method, for fome of their Leather at leaft, our
beft Oaks might be felled at the proper Seafon,
and would be much more durable thantheyare;
being cut down in Summer,when the Sap is up,
purely for the Eafe of ftripping off the Bark.

Nor is this quite fo chimerical as it may ap-
pear at firft Sight to fome, who do not know
that the Myrtle is a Native of Cornwall ; and
as it grows there very plentifully, it might be
eafily propagated in Devonfbire, and other
Counties, {o as to be produced, in the Courﬂ}

O ©
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of a few Years, in any Quantities that fhould
be found neceffary.

The Pine is common on the Mountains :
The Olive likes a Plain: But the moft flou-
rithing Timber-tree i1s the Ever-green Oak.
Of this there are large Woods in many Places ;
but thofe that profper beft grow about Alazor,
and St. Patrick’s Well.

The Ever-green Oak i1s a fruitful Bearer,
and its Acorns have been {fent into England,
where the Tree flourithes. Firgiz/ mentions
the Acorns to have been the Food of the Swine
in his Age, as T have already thewn they are at
prefent the principal Nourifhment, while they
laft, of the Hogs of our Ifland. The Spaniards
thare thefe Delicacies with their Swine, and
laugh at us for not partaking the Regale.

The Elm is a Foreigner, yet a few of them
thrive very well by the Harbour’s Side, at the
Pratica-Houfe.

I have obferved the White-Thorn in a
Wood near Alaior, but it is not ufed in Fen-
ces, thefe People enclofing their Grounds
wholly with Stone-Walls,

I will mention another Tree which T once
faw in the Termino of Mahon, and which is not
very Plenty here ; I mean the Locuft-Tree.

Hista il fpreadmg Tree, bears a wvaft
Quantity of Pods, that refemble thofe of the
largeft French-Beans, and have their Seeds dif~
poi'f:d in the fame Manner.

The
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The Spaniards feed upon thefe Pods as long
as they continue, and they are of a {fweet Tafte
that i1s far from difagreeable. The Fruit of this
Tree fome think to be the fame that, with the
Addition of Wild-Honey, fupported St. Fobn
the Baptift for fome Time in the Wildernefs.

We have the Canary-Seed growing wild in
many Parts of the Ifland. A few Oats are
obferved among the Wheat, but they have
every Effet of a Weed here, as they were
accounted by the Old Romans.

Steriles dominantur avenc.

Mufhrooms we have, and very good, after
a Shower of Rain ; and Morells are very com-
mon, tho’ they are never brought into Ufe:
We fee them every where in our Walks in
great Plenty.

Coral, Coralline, and a Variety of Subma-
rine Plants, are to be feen on our Shores.

We have likewife great Numbers of Spon-
ges on all our Coafts, which have been thrown
up by the Sea.

The large ones are {o coarfe, as to be good
for nothing ; the {mall ones are very fine. I
| make no Doubt but very valuable ones might
be found, if our Sea was well fearched by thefe
People, who are very good Divers.

Though I could add a great deal to what I
have faid of the Natural Hiftory of Minorca,
yet as I fet out with an Intention of confining

mylelf to fuch Objects as were either curious,
' L) & or
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or ufeful, T have kept pretty clofe within the
Limits of my Plan; yet not fo fcrupuloufly,
as to deny myfelf the alluring Pleafure of fal-
lying into occafional Trifles, as they occurred
to my Imagination; a Liberty which would
not fail of a fevere Cenfure in a regular Work
intended for the publick View ; but which 1
hope may be very pardonable in a familiar In-
tercourfe between Friends.

Neither have I any great Reafon to be fa-
tisfied with the Method I have obferved in
ranging the Contents of this and my three.
former Letters ; but the friendly Latitude you
have indulged to me, and your partial Com-
mendation of what you have received, have
proved I fear but weak Incentives to an indo-
lent Creature, ever fond of difpatching Things:
with as much Eafe to himfelf as pofiible. Bat
I am come to the End of my Paper, and mu
now conclude, with afluring you, that

I am,
g0 R,

our, &c.

IR TR
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IAERT T BaR o XV,

S I R, Minorca, 26 March, 1742,

H E Inhabitants of this Ifland, who

were {o juftly famous in Antiquity, for
their Dexterity at the Sling, and their Bravery
in War, are now funk into a fhameful Dege-
neracy and Indolence. Their antient Free-
dom has been long loft, and the very Spirit
of Liberty feems at prefent to have no Ex-
iftence among them, and their Courage is va-
nithed with it; as if an enflaved People were
of Opinion, they had nothing left that was
worth fighting for.

There is nothing more certain than that the
Minorquins were a brave People while they
were engaged in continual War with the
Moors ; and what Tacitus fays of the antient
Gauls, * Galles in Bellis floruiffe, accepimus,
miox fegnities cum otio intravit, amiffa virtute,
pariter ac libertate, may with equal Juftice be
applied to them : For as a long War trains an
unwarlike Nation to Military Exploits, fo a
profound Peace, with a total Difufe of Arms,
in Procefs of Time naturally dejects the Spi-
rits of a People, and renders them fupine and
daftardly.

They have lived long under a hard Go-
vernment, and have Spirits broke to Servi-

O 3 tude,

® [n Vit. Agricol.
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tude, and Bodies inured to Labour. They
are effectually fubdued to a blind Obedience
to thofe that are fet over them, and {eem
chearful and contented under Poverty and
Opprefiion ; but their mean Natures are apt
to be too much exalted by Profperity and
Power, which give them a Glimpfe of greater
Happinefs than they are able to compafs, and
then they grow fa&ious and malecontent.

They are naturally contentious, and carry
fmall Quarrels to a great Height, entailing
bitter Enmities on their Pofterity; and as
thefe often proceed from flight Provocations,
it fometimes happens, that thefe Animofities
{ubfifl between Families, long after the Diffe-
rences which occafioned them are forgot.

‘They are fo fufpicious of one another, that
they think no Man can be in the Poflefiion
of Power, without ufing it to the Prejudice
of his Neighbour; and thercfore it is, that,
tho’ they pay a World of Refpe& to Perfons
in Office, they ever attend upon their Beha-
viour with a watchful and a jealous Eye.

“hefe People make but few Improvements,
adhering with great Strictnefs to the Cuftoms
of their Forefathers, from which they feldom
deviate in any Thing.

They pay their Taxes chearfully ; are ex-
treamly temperate in their Diet, eating but
fittle Fleth, with great Quantities of Vegeta-
bles and Spices, and a great deal of Bread.

Garlick
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Garlick and Onions are feldom omited in
their Cookery, which is very offenfive and
fordid on our firft Acquaintance with it.

Their ordinary Drink is Water ; and a Dram
of Aguardiente, to crown the whole, turns
their Meal into a Feaft.

A little foul Wine they drink at the Vin-
tage, and {uch as turns {four upon their Hands;
the reft goes to the Englifb. Sic vos non wobis
mellificatis apes !

Notwithftanding the Purity of their Air,
and the Lightnefs of their Diet, they want
much of the Brifknefs and Vivacity of the
French ; nor does their Wine exalt them much
above the ufual Level: And indeed it cannot
be faid to exhilerate the Spirits, like that of the
Countries all about them, efpecially France ;
{fo that if they were to drink French Wine,
and the Frenchmen theirs, they would both be
better Company by the Exchange.

Though there are Schools in the Convents
for the Inftruction of Youth, yet the little
they get there is foon loft again: And it may
be truly faid, that the Learning of thefe Semi-
naries confifts in little more than the Acquifi-
tion of the Latin Tongue by Rote, wiﬂmut
any Initiation into the Rudiments of the Scien-
ces, which are unknown here, few having at-
tained even a {light Smattering of the Mathe-
maticks, or being well acquainted with the
common Rules of Arithmetick.

O 4 The
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The very Clergy, among whom Learning
ufually makes fome Stand, before it utterly for-
fakes a Country, are plthully ignorant and {tu-
pid,and have nothing to preferve them from Con-
tempt, but the exceflive Bigottry of the People.

There is {carce a Woman in the Country
that writes or reads, which does not proceed
from their Want of Capacity, but is the Con-
fequence of the jealous Nature of the Men,
who are not willing to furnith them with the
Means of intriguing, to which the Heat of the
Climate does not a little incline them, in which
however theyare extreamly cautious and fecret.

Their Lovers are very affiduous to gain their
Affe&ions, expofing themfelves whole Nights
under a Window ; and, as Shake/pear E}iprﬁf-
fes it, cooling the Air awith Sighs; and he is
like to be moft favoured, who gets a {winge-
ing Cold, or breaks a leb in thefe noctur-
nal Adventures. For the Ladies are well ap-
prized, that the more Rigour they treat their
Lover withal, the better 1s their Ufage likely
to be after Marriage.

But this Obfequioufnefs in the Lover is ge-
nerally of fhort Duration ; and the Marriage
Ceremony is fcarcely over, when the Hufband
throws off the Mafk, and early exerts the
Tyrant ; whilft the poor Spoufe infenfibly finks
iuto a contemptible Houthold Drudge for Life.

The Honfewifery of thefe Females lies in
fmall Compafs: They {pin their Wool and
Flax, of which their ordinary Drefs princi-

pally
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pally confifts ; make and mend the Linnen
of the Family, and fome of them weave a
little Lace, for their own Wear, on extraor-
dinary Occafions.

I did not intend the Cavaliers, when I men-
tioned the poor Fare of thefe Iflanders : They
live well in their Way, buat are naturally
abftemious and fober ; fome of them never
drinking any Wine, though they all have it
in their Houfes.

They feldom make Entertainments, and
are no great Vifitors, prefering a Life of do-
meftick Quiet and Retirement; and as this
Privacy is fuitable to the Oeconomy they are
under a Neceffity of obferving, it 1s likewife
more agreeable to their Difpofition, as it fa-
vours their natural Taciturnity, and enables
them to keep their Wives under a more con-
ftant Obfervation.

The Priefts live well, and drink Wine free-
ly, taking Care to be well provided with the
beft of the Growth of the Ifland. They
make no Scruple to indulge themfelves in the
Converfation of the other Sex, and have every
Opportunity they can wifh for, in an unfuf-
pected Accefs to the Houfes of all their Neigh-
bours. And yet they are much more upon
their Guard to avoid Scandal, and preferve
their Character, than the Monks are ; whofe
Lives are fuch, as our Hiftory informs us,
firft opened the Eyes of our Countrymen, and
made Way for the Reformation.

There
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There is no Degree of Superftition into
which thefe People have not been led. They
pay large Contributions towards praying the
Souls cut of Purgatory ; and many Times a
devoat Perfon gives a Hog, a Sheep, and even
a I'owl, to be fold by Auction, and the Mo-
ney applied to this pious Ufe.

The Priefts and Fryars entertain them on
Holy-Days with Speltacles, and fometimes
with Comedies ; making all the publick Di-
verfions fubfervient to their Interefls.

Duaring the Carnival, the Ladies amufe them-
felves in throwing Oranges at their Lovers;
2nd he who has received one of thefe on his
Eye, or hasa Tooth beat out by it, is con-
vinced, from that Moment, that he is a high
Favourite with the IFair-One, who has done
him fo much Honour. Sometimes a good
Handful of Flour is thrown full in one’s Eyes,
which gives the utmoft Satisfaction, and is a
Favour that is quickly followed by others of
a lefs trifling Nature.

The Carnival 1s a Seafon of outrageous
Mirth and Jollity ; both Men and Women
allowing themfelves a full Swing of Freedom,
intermixed, however, with the Superftitions
and Ceremonies of their Religion. And we
well know, that the Holy-Days of the antient
Rontans were, like thefe Carnivals, a Mixture
ot Devotion and Debauchery.

Ali Day, Mafies, Feafting, and Procefiions;
“all Night, hurrying from one Church to ano-
ther ; Balls, Malkings, and Intrigucs.

This
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This Time of Feftivity is facred to Pleafure,
and 1t 1s finful to exercife their Calling, until
Lent arrives, with the two Curf{es of thefe Peo-
ple, Abftinence and Labour, in its Train.

Their Races are of feveral Kinds; Affes
contend with Affes, Men with Men; and it
1s not unufual for a confiderable Number of
Spaniards, of every Degree, to mount their
Horfes, Mules and Affes, at the End of a
Street (and thefe are generally narrow enough)
fome with Bidles, Saddles, and Furniture,
others bare-backed ; and ftarting all together,
whip, fpur, kick, drive, and fhout, to the
other End ; where you may obferve as much
Earneftnefs and Anxiety in the Countenances
of the Riders, and as much apparent Delight
and Satisfaction in thofe of the Spetators, as
ever you faw at the fineft Match at New-
market.

Running at the Ring is now much difufed
here, and even a Bull-baiting is a Rarity. I faw
one ; but the Bull wanted Spirit, though the
Dogs were very contemptible Affailants; {fo
that I was very little pleafed until it was over.

During the Carnival, and all Winter long,
they dance in their Houfes; in Summer this
Diverfion is taken in the Street, by Torch-
Light. Their Mufick is the Guzttar, on which

.-noft of the Men and Women play.

They dance in Couples, the Man exerting
his whole Strength and A&ivity, while the

Woman moves flow, and looks all the Time
on
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on the Ground. And though the Performance
be never fo wretched, the Spetators never
fail to cry out, Long live the Dancers! which
they return with, Long /live the Lookers-on!
Sometimes the Man is defired to fay fomething
to bis Partner, on which the Compliment is
always this Quettion, What would you have me
Jay to ber, but that fbe has the Face of a Rofe?

They have but few Tunes, and thefe are
dull too; though not altogether unfuitable
to the Meafure of the Lady, whofe Looks
are not in the leaft affected by the Diverfion ;
and I have often thought their Countenances
had more of Solemnity and Mortification on
thefe Occafions, than in the moft ferious Ex-
ercifes of their Religion, that we Hereticks
are allowed to be witnefs to.

It is obfervable, that they feldom practife
thofe Diverfions and Exercifes in which the
more warlike People of Europe delight. Their
Sling is at prefent in little Ufe, except among
the Shepherds, who are dextrous enough, in
hitting a refractory Sheep, or Goat, at a great
Diftance.

Their hunting of Rabbets, with their Dogs,
in the Woods, or taking them by Means of
Ferrets, when they have refuged themfelves
in the Crannies of the Rocks, cannot fo pro-
perly be called a Diverfion, fince the Motive
1s the Gain they make of their Flefh.

The few that fhoot, follow it as a Trade,
for which they are very well paid, and they

certainly
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certainly deferve to be well paid, for there are
few better Mark{men in the World, as they
rarely mifs above once in fifteen or fixteen
Times ; if it happens any oftner, they cry
they are bewitched, jo fum bruxat.

The Governor and the Commanding-Offi-
cers of the Regiments, have each one of thefe
Fellows, under the Title of Caffador. He
has no fixed Salary, but is paid for his Game,
as he brings it in, at a regulated Price.

The Ofhcers and the Spanifb Cavaliers are
under no Reftraint, but may fhoot Partridges
from the Middle of Augufl, when the young
ones are able to fly, to the Middle of February,
when they begin to pair, and lay their Eggs.

As for Birds of Paffage, they are lawful
Prey at all Times, and few Countries have
them 1n greater Abundance.

The meaner Sort are difarmed all over the
Ifland, which was done on very good Grounds
many Years ago; and this has been attended
with one incidental Advantage, that it has
prevented the Deftruction of the Game. The
Gentlemen are permitted to wear Swords, and
ufe Fire-Arms, as well for the Security of their
Houfes, as for their Diverfion in the Field.

The Pointers of this Ifland have long been
famous. They have good Nofes, and are ex-
treamly ftaunch : The latter Quality may be
owing in a great Meafure to the rigorous Dif-
cipline of the Caffador that teaches them,which
1s favagely cruel and brutal.

But



206 The Hiflory of the

But thefe Dogs are obferved to want Speed,
when they are fent into England, and there-
fore the Strain is ufually croffed with our
Spaniels ; and this Mixture produces a Race
of as good Pointers as any in Europe.

Thefe Iflanders are of a f{warthy Com-
plexion, more particularly the labouring Men,
who are much expofed to the Sun : But many
of the Women and Children are fair, having
for the moft Part regular Features, black Eyes
and Hair, and very good Teeth.

When a Child happens to have grey Eyes,
and fair, or red Hair, which fometimes is the
Cafe, the Hufband fhrugs up his Shoulders,
and {ufpects his Spoufe of Infidelity ; and it
is certain the Women have a World of Vi-
vacity, and love Money, which are powerful
Incentives to an illicit Correfpondence with
the Officers of the Troops.

The Drefs of the lower Rank of the Men
confifts of a loofe fhort Coat, or Jacket, a
Waiftcoat, with a red worfted Girdle, going
many Times round the Belly, or a broad Lea-
ther Belt; a coarfe Shirt, a coloured Handker-
chief about their Necks, a red Worfted Cap,
a Pair of Breeches, reaching down almoft to
the Ankles, coarfe Stockings, broad flat Shoes,
with little or no Heel, made of white Leather,
a flapped Hat and a Cloak.

The better Sort wear Wigs, cocked Hats,
and Swords, and have their Cloaths cut in
our Fathion, but generally black. When

they




Ifland of Minorca. 207

'Ehey are in Mourning, they draw a Cafe or
Sheath of black Cloth over the Scabbard of
their Sword, and this they think a fufficient

Diltinétion.

The Women’s common Drefs is a clofe
Waiftcoat of black. Stuff, opening wide at the
Neck, and clofe buttoned at the Wrift, where
the End of the Shift-Sleeve is commonly
turned up. A Petticoat of coloured Stuff, or
printed Linnen, comes over this, and is tied
at the Waift.

The Petticoat is full-gathered, to make them
feem large about the Hips, which they think
becoming, and is made fo thort, as feldom to
reach below the Middle of the Leg.

Their Stockings are of Worfted, red, blue,
or green, with Clocks of other Colours ; and
their white Shoes have Heels moderately high,
with red Tops, and are broad at the Toes,
where they are pinked full of {mall Holes,
which make them eafy and cool, and are be-
{ides in their Opinion ornamental.

About the Head they wear a Robazilla, of
white or printed Linnen, or of Silk, which is
pinned clofe under the Chin, and falls about
the Shoulders ; and when it is blown open by

‘the Wind, it thows the Neck, which has no

other Covering, to great Advantage.

In putting on the Robazilla, they are ever
careful to draw it clofe under the Chin, by
which Contrivance their Cheeks are puffed
out, which thefe meagre Ladies are very vain

of;
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of ; Plumpnefs being valued by them, as moft
Thm gs are apt to be, becaufe it is fo rarely
feen among them.

They are ever perfectly ftraight and well-
fhaped, for they wear no Stays s thofe curfed
Machines, which are fuch a Confinement to
the Body, under the Notion of direéting it
in its Growth, ferving only to warp and de-
form it.

The Drefs of State is the black Veil, which
turns over the Head from the Waift, but never
wholly hides the Face.

Their Hair is gathered behind, and fome-
times plaited, but more generally bound about
with a coloured Ribband, and reaching down
almoft to the Heels among the Women of
Condition, but much fhorter as others wear
them ; they generally end in a {mall Curl
In their high Drefs they {feldom go without a
Fan in one Hand, and a Rofario in the other.

The Opportunities thefe Females have of
appearing 1n their Gaiety, are but few, and
their Time is employed in domeftick Affairs;
fo that, as the Fafhion never varies, their beft
Cloaths defcend to the third or fourth Gene-
ratmn, and we often fee a Bride drefled out
in the Wedding Garments of her great Grand-
mother.

They marry at thirteen or fourteen Years
of Age, and fometimes earlier, and begin to
break by the Time they are four or five and

- twenty,
When
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When a Woman is faluted, fhe never cur-
tefies, but gently bows the Head. It is the
higheft Aftront to offer to kifs them, or even
to touch their Hand, before Witnefles; and
their ufual Saying on fuch Occafion is, Mira,

y o tocas ; Look at me, but touch me not.

The very pooreft of thefe People eat good
brown Bread, made of Wheat, which is their
principal Nourithment; and lie in tolerable
Beds, the Sheets of which they frequently
fthift ; fo that we are not fhocked here with
that {qualid Poverty and Wretchednefs, which
difplay themfelves in the Houfes of the Poor
in other Countries, and even in England, re-
mote from the Capital.

- They take a Pride in keeping their Houfe
and Utenfils clean ; though we are apt to tax
them with Filthinefs, on Account of the noi-
{fome Smells that ftrike the Senfe, when we
enter their Dwellings, which really are not to
be imputed to a Want of Cleanlinefs in the
Women, but to the nafty Oil they burn in
their Lamps, and the Garlick they ufe in
their Cookery.

The Furniture of the Kitchen is moftly
of Earthen Ware, few having a Copper-
Kettle, or Pewter-Difth in their Poffeflion.
The Ollas, or Pots in which they ftew their
Victuals, though they are very light and thin,
yet bear the Fire well.

They have no Jacks, and bake their Meat
oftner than they roaft it. They generally put

P Almonds
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Almonds into the bellies of their Pigs, Geefe,
and Turkeys ; but fuch Difhes rarely make
their Appearance, except at Chriftenings or
Weddings.

A Mefs of Qil, Water and Bread, with
Pepper and Garlick ftewed together, often
dines the whole Family; and their favourite
Dith is an Olie, which is at prefent well
“ known in the moft elegant of the London
Taverns.

Thefe People rife early, breakfaft on a
Piece of Bread, and a Bunch of Grapes, or
Raifins, according to the Seafon, take a
Draught of Water, and fo to work.

They dine at Noon, fup betimes, fit fome
Hours at the Door in Summer, or by the
Fire in Winter, {moak a good many Pipes,
and {o to Bed.

They are indeed great Smoakers univerfal-
ly, and not very nice, either in their Tobacco,
or their Pipes; the latter ferving as long as
they can be kept from Accidents.

Thefe Pipes confift of a Bole (which they
import) made of Clay, into which they fix
a Reed, and have a Mouth-Piece of Horn,
and fometimes of Silver, at the other End.

. Their Fuel is altogether Wood, either the
Trunks and Branches of Trees, or their
Roots ; of which the Olive is by much the
moft chearful and durable. It is delivered in
to- the Buyer at Three-pence or Four-pence
the Quintal.

This
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This Ifland was formerly much more po-
pulous than it is at prefent, vaft Numbers of
its Inhabitants having been killed, or carried
away into Captivity by the Moors.

Some Share they alfo had in planting the
American Colonies ; and then if we compute
the Numbers that are put into Convents, and
lead a Life of Celibacy; the Ravage made
by the Small-Pox every now and then, and
the Practice of the Women in fuckling their
Children for two Years together, that they
may not be {tarved by a numerous Progeny :
I fay, if we revolve thefe Circumftances, and
add, that Minorca is a barren Country, and
receives no Reinforcement of People from
abroad, we are not to wonder, if, in its pre-
fent Condition, the Number of its Inhabitants
is vaftly diminithed from what it has been.

And this may ferve to explain what I have
had Occafion to fay in the Courfe of this Cor-
refpondence, of the Refiftance which King
Alphonfo met with from the Moors, when he
atchieved the Conqueft of the Ifland.

The Moors indeed, befides the Numbers of
their Countrymen that reforted to thefe Iflands
from various Motives, had another Advantage
over the Chriflians, that beyond all others,
tended moft to the peopling of the Countries
they poflefled ; I mean a Plurality of Wives,
~ which will ever keep them up a numerous

Race of Men.
Pz In
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In their religious Ceremonies, the Minor-
quins differ little from the French and Spa-
niards ; only as they are fecluded, by their
Situation, from the reft of the World, their
WNotions are contracted, and their Minds more
fubject to be wrought upon and moulded by
the Priefts ; by whom they are abfolutely go-
verned, and who may be truly faid to be their
temporal, as well as their {piritual Guides.

There is one Thing remarkable in their
Funerals, which T cannot pafs by, without
mentioning it to you.

The Minorquins have fo great a Reverence
for the Fryar’s Habit, that it is very common
for them to be carried in that Difguife to the
Grave.

I have feen an old Woman placed on a
Bier, drefled like a Francifcan Monk, and fo
conducted by the good Brothers of that Or-
der, with finging, and the tinckling of the
Hand-Bell, to their Church.

This Superftition was obferved by Milton,
in his Travels through the Roman-Catholick
Countries ; for when he is defcribing the Pa-
radife of Fools, he does not forget to mention
thofe,

———Who to be fure of Paradife,

Dying, put on the Weeds of Dominick,

Or in Francilcan think to pafs difeuis'd.
Paradife Loft, 1. 3.

The
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- The Funeral Proceffion ends at the Church,
and there the Body is fet down before the
High Altar, and the Company is difmiffed.

At nght it is thrown into the Vault, with
fome Lime; and as thefe temporary Repofi-
tories come l::y Degrees to be filled, the Bones
are occafionally taken out, and interred in Pla-
ces fet apart in every Town for that Purpofe.

And now I am not without Hopes that I
have kept my Word, and made you acquainted
with the Natives of the Ifland of Minorca ;
but it may ftill be a Queftion whether you
are obliged to me for the Trouble I have
taken.

Allow me however to tell you, that though
there are many Nations in Eurgpe, whofe
Character i1s more interefting, whofe Affairs
_ are more important, and whofe Virtues are
more confpicuous; I am far from regretting
the Time I have fpent, in withdrawing the
Veil, that has fo long hid thefe Iflanders from
the Oblervation of their Neighbours, and con-
tinued them, though they make a Part of
our Britifb Dominions, as utter Strangers to
the good People of England, as the Hunters
of Athigpia, or the Artificers of Fapan.

We reckon the Minorquins to be Fifteen
Thoufand Males (whereof, at leaft, one Fifth,
or Three Thoufand, are of a proper Age
for fighting Men) and Twelve Thoufa:d
Females; in all Twenty Seven Thoufand
Souls.

Py I cannot
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I cannot conclude your prefent Trouble,
without mentioning, that there are not in
Nature, according to Sir William Petty's Cal-
culations, any more than One in Five Hun-
dred, that are fo far crippled, or deformed,
as not to be in a Condition to get their Bread.

The Felicity of the Minorquins is in this
Refpect very remarkable; for here are fo few
that labour under this Incapacity, that, I dare
fay, we have fcarcely thirty Perfons in the
Ifland, who have not the full Enjoyment of
their Strength of Body, and Faculties of Mind,
at leaft, fo far as to get their Bread in an ho-
neft Induftry, without depending on the Be-
nevolence of others for their Support.

I am,

Sk,

Your, &c.

- Ta B TRER S I
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L B T Ea R XV

S IR, | MiNORCA, 4 April, 1742.

HE Method I laid down on my un-

dertaking this Tafk, requires that I
thould give you fome Idea of the Antiguities
that are obfervable in this Ifland, which na-
turally range themfelves under the three fol-
lowing Heads. 1. Such as are the Remains
of the earliet Times. 1I. Thofe that carry
evident Marks of a Roman Original; and,
I1I. Such as are only to be afcribed to the
Moors.

Of thefe, The firft Place is certainly due
to what the Natives call Altars de ces Gentils
(the Altars of the Gentiles) and we Heathen-

Itars.

To enable you to form a right Judgment
of thefe Works, I fhall firft defcribe a re-
markable one, which I lately vifited, and
which ftands about two Miles to the Eaft.
ward of Alator, and then acquaint you with
my Thoughts on the Subjett.

It i1s feated on an Eminence, and is en-
clofed by a Fence of large flat Stones, fet on
their Ends clofe together, and forming a cir-
cular Plan of about 200 Yards Diameter.

In the Center of this Enclofure is a huge
Mafs of great rough Stones piled on each

P 4 other,
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other, without Mortar, in the Figure of a
Cone, being about 30 Yards in Diameter, and
VEry near as many in I—Ielght.

It has a Cavity at the Bafe, the Entrance
of which is to the South, and eafily admits
of a Man to enter it, though not without
ftooping ; but as [ was aflured before-hand,
that nothing curious was to be dtﬁ:uverﬁd
there, I dld not provide myfelf with Lights
to enable me to view it.

here is a Way near three Feet broad,
contrived on the Outfide of the Pile, by
which we afcend with a great deal of Eafe
in a f{piral Line to the Top, where was a
flat Area, capable of receiving our whole
Company, being Six in Number, at the fame
Time. I'rom hence we had a noble Profpect
of the Sea to the Southward, and an extenfive
View over the Country, which Way foever
we turned ourfelves.

Within the Enclofure, at fome Diftance
from the mafly Pile 1 have juft difcribed,
are two Stones, the one {et on Edge in thc
Ground, and the other placed horizontally,
and rﬂi’tmﬂ‘ on the upper Edge of the firfl.

I meafared the upper Stane, and found it
to be fixteen Feet long, feven broad, and
twenty Inches thick : The Dimenfions of the
other differed but little from this, I mean
the Breadth and Thicknefs; for I could not
come to meafure the I—Imght as gredt Part

of it was buried inthe Earth.

They
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They were both corroded by the Salts,
with which the Air of this Country is im-
pregnated, into a good deal of Irregularity,
and no Traces of the Chiflel remained on
either, to give me Room to think that they
had ever had any Infcription, or other Sculp-
ture, beftowed on them.

From the Defcription I have given you, I
know you will conclude, that thefe two
Stones together compofe what was properly
the H athen- Altar, to which Ufe their Figure
and Situation were perfectly well adapted.

The flat Stone was proper for offering the
Sacrifice on, only, as it flood between eleven
and twelve Feet above the Level of the
Ground, it was of an inconvenient Height
for the Prieft to attend on the Circumftances
of the holy Ceremony: Wherefore I fup-
pofe he made Ufe of {omething to exalt him-
felf on, as a Ladder, Scaffold, or the like;
for the regular Pofition of the Stones at the
Foot of the great Stone that fupports the Al-
tar, evinces that Part to have remained as it
was at firft finithed.

You may then reafonably afk, to what
Purpofe were thofe ftupendous Piles of great
Stones raifed, and why are they conftantly
found in the Neighbourhood of the A/tars.

Diodorus Siculus informs us, that the Ba-
learians heaped Stones over the Graves of
their Dead : But as we have no great Num-
ber of thefe Monuments in the Ifland, I fup-

pofe
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pofe we are to underftand, that this Honour
was done to the Remains of fome eminent
Perfonages among the Natives, and not that
they were ever the common Burying Places ;
for his Words plainly fignify, that the Bodies
were firft interred, and the Stones piled up af-
terwards. So that I make no Doubt, but if
thefe Places were opened, and carefully fearch-
ed, we fhould find human Bones in all of
them, as they are occafionally difcovered in the
Barrows all over Englond.

And thus, thefe Heaps ferved as a Kind of
mute Hiftories, before the Invention of Letters,
to perpetuate the Memory of eminent Per-
fons; and the Songs of the People, that were
tranfmitted from Father to Son, may be con-
fidered as fo many Comments on them.

But though I think it is plain, that thefe
Piles were eretted as Monuments, over the
Graves of fuch of their Countrymen, as the
ancient Inhabitants of Mznorca, were defirous
of diftinguifhing, on Account of the Services,
they had rendered to the Publick; yet it is
obvious, from feveral Circumftances, that they
had a fecondary View in the Labour and Ex-
pence which they beftowed on them.

They are ever {eated on an Eminence, and
fo difpetfed, that from each of them others
are difcerned at proper Diftances throughout
the Country; from whence I have been apt
to fufpect, that thefe Repofitories of the
iluftrious Dead were made to contribute to

the









Ifland of Minorca. 219

the Safety and Prefervation of the Living,
and that they were ufed by the old Inhabi-
tants as Specule, or Watch-Mounts, to dif-
cover the Approaches of an Enemy at a
Diftance, and by proper Signals to warn the
Natives of their impending Danger; by which
means they had Leifure to confider whether
they were ftrong emough to encounter the
Invader in the Field, or to provide for their
Safety by retiring with their Families into
the Cripte, or Caves, cut every where in the
folid Rock, in great Numbers, all over the
Ifland.

One Circumftance gives Force to this
Opinion ; the Natives at this Day calling
them Atbalaias, a Name that can only be-
long to them, on Account of their ferving
as Specule.

If you reflet on the Situation of this
Ifland, and the different WNations whofe
Yoke it wore at different Periods of Time,
you will make no Difficulty to allow, that
the Inhabitants lived in continual Terrors and
Alarms; and what was more natural for a
People fo expofed, who were jealous of their
Liberty from having been often conquered,
and who lived among enterprizing Neigh-
bours (who received no Law but from their
Ambition) than to think of the moft proba-
ble Means of gaining ‘Time to deliberate
‘how they were to repulfe, or how they were
| ! tﬂ
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to avoid the Attacks to which they were
continually expofed ?

This was the Cafe of the old Inhabitants
of Minorca, and thefe Stru&ures were of the
utmoft Advantage to them, in propagating
the Alarm, on every Occafion, all over the
inland Parts of the Country.

The commodious Way by which they
were fo ealily afcended on the Out-fide, is a
ftrong Argument in Favour of this Opinion,
and the Cavity below might ferve to fhelter
the Perfons who were deftined to look out,
on every {fudden Change of Weather to which
this Climate is fubject. vatire st

There was a great deal of Propriety in
placing the Altars near thefe Specule, as I
take the Liberty to call them ; for the holy
Perfons who were fet apart for appeafing the
Wrath of the offended Deity by Sacrifices
and Oblations, could pitch upon no Spot fo
fuitable to their Purpofe as that from whence
their Danger was difcovered ; and their In-
cenfe was wafted to Heaven, with purer
Vows, and their Prayers preferred with un-
uftal Fervency, whilft: the Enemy was in
Sight.

As I fuppofe the whole Area to have been
{et apart for religious Ufes, the Fence of up-
right Stones ferved to {ecure it from the un-
hallowed T'read of Man and Beatft.

Having fatisfied myfelf, at leaft, however
- it may fare with you, concerning the Defign

of
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of ere@ing thefe Monuments of Antiquity,
I now proceed to give you the beft Lights I
am capable of furnifhing, to enable you to
judge who were their Founders.

In the early Ages of the World, Religion
was incumbered with but few Ceremonies ;
Sacrifices were offered to the Divinity of the
moft precious Things that were to be had on
the Place, to deprecate his Wrath, and im-

lore his Protection.

The Altars were rude and unadorned, be-
ing only compofed of fuch Materials as were
next at Hand, whether Earth or Stone, and
were erected on a rifing Ground.

The Celtick Druids ereéted vaft Numbers
of thefe Altars wherever they came, and
many of them are ftill fubfifting in the High-
lands of Scotland, in Ireland, and in the Ifland
Of ﬁﬂgﬂjé}'.

Mr. Rewlands * is fo particular in the Ac-
count he gives of thofe laft (which he calls
Crom-lech) that I can make no Doubt, but
thefe of ours are indebted for their Original
to the fame Nation, though it is probable
they are of ftill greater Antiquity, than thofe
he fpeaks of, as the Celts had overfpread
thefe Iflands long before they reached that
remote Part of Britain, and vet he feems to
refer this lait to the third or fourth Genera-
tion after Noabh.

What

® Mona Antiqua Reflaurata, Se&, V1L p. 45, 46, 47.

e
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What the fame Author fays * of the leffer
Carnedde, in the Ifle of Anglefey, agrees {o
well in the defcriptive Part wich what I have
told you of the conical Heaps of Stone, that
I {hall chufe to refer you to his learned Book,
rather than run my Letter to an unneceffary
Length, by tranfcribing from thence what
you can {o readily come at.

As to what Mr. Rowlands fays of the
greater Carnedde, 1 fhall leave it to you to
jadge of it as you pleafe; only I muft put
you in Mind that we have none of the ftand-
ing Pillars near them in this Ifland, fo far as
I have been able to learn. And thus much
of the Heathen Altars.

On looking diligently about me not long
ago, in the Neighbourhood of one of thefe
Heathen Altars, 1 chanced to find an Earthen
Bead, of near an Inch in Length, with a
Hole through it, and three Quarters of an
Inch in Diameter: It is rude in its Make,
and of a yellowifh Clay, that does not ap-
pear ever to have been glazed ; and was pro-
bably an Amulet of the Celtick Druids, as
one is apt to {ufpect, not only on Account
of the Place in which I difcovered it, but its
near Refemblance to the Bodies defcribed
under that Name by Mr. Lbwyd in the Ad-
ditions to Cambden, and by Mr. Morten, in his

Hiftory of Northamptonfhire, Chap. 10.
| I have

- * Mona dntigua Reflaurata, Se&. VIL. p. 48.
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I have already had Occafion to take No-
tice of the great Numbers of Cawes (‘Covas)
that are to be found in Adimerca, which are
either fuch as are natural, as Cova Perella,
(defcribed in my Letter of 28 March, 1741)
and feveral others ; or II. Such as have been
made by the Waves of the Sea in tempeftu-
ous Weather, and are very frequent on the
Shores of the Ifland; or III. Such as were
fcooped out of the folid Rock, by the Labour
of the Natives, in very remote Times.

Thefe laft are by far the moft numerous,
and are capable of containing all the Inhabi-
tants of the Country upon Occafion: To
thefe therefore 1 fhall confine what T have
to fay on this Subject, the other Kinds not
coming regularly to be confidered in this Place,
as they do not make a Part of the Antiquities
of Minorca.

Kircher, in his Mundus fubterraneus, ac-
quaints us, that feveral Maltefe Families did
in his Time inhabit the Cript@ in the Rocks
of that Ifland ; and affirms the fame Thing
of the Italians in the Neighbourhood of
Viterbo, in Etruria; and Dr. Shaw fays,
many of the Moors of Barbary live in Matta-
mores.

That thefe Caves of ours differ little from
the fubterraneous Habitations mentioned by
thofe learned Writers, can admit of no Dif-
pute ; wherefore I make no Difficulty to con-
clude, that they were originally contrived

with
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with the fame Defign, and applied for many
Ages to the fame Ufe, as fome of them are
ftill actually inhabited by the pooreft of thefe
People.

When in Procefs of Time the Minorguins
were civilized by the polite Nations that had
conquered them, it is probable, that in Imi-
- tation of their Mafters, they built them con-
venient Houfes, calculated in the beft man-
ner to fhelter them from the Inclemenciés of
the Weather.

But I do not conceive that the Ufe of the
Cawves ceafed on the Erection of Houfes; for
there -.is Room to imagine, they ferved the
Natives as a Retreat for a, long Time after,
and a Place of Security for their Women and
Children, their Cattle, and the moft precious
of their Moveables, on any extraordinary
Alarm, where they were fafely concealed un-
til the Danger was over.

And we learn from Dameto’s Hiftory of
the Balearick Kingdom, that the Mbors, a
little before their final Expulfion from Major-
¢a, notonly drew vaft Advantage from them
in this Kind, but were enabled to make a
noble Defence againft the vittorious Arms
of the Conqueror, and to cut off great Num-
bers of his Men, before they could be totally
reduced. )

Frequent is the Mention of Caves in the
Sacred Writings, which were put to this
twofold Ufe, and ferved the People for Places

&
Ll
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of Retreat in the Hour of Danger, as well
as Numbers of them were their ordinary
Habitations ; and I am apt to think there is
{carcely a Country in the World, where they
are practicable, that has not fome of them
remaining at this Day; a Confideration that
will excufe my pafiing to the next General
Head of Antiquities, v7z. Such as carry evi-
dent Marks of a Roman Original.

It may feem a little odd at firft, that we

find no Traces of a Reman Road in this Ifland,
though it continued in Subjection to that
People from the Conqueft of Quintus Cecilius
Metellus, 121 Years before the Birth of Chrsf?,
to the Year 421, of the Chriflian Aira, when
it was fubdued by the Vandals under their
King Gunderick.

The Balearick Navy that was defeated by
Metellus, was fo confiderable, according to
L. Florus, lib. iii. cap. 8. that in Hopes of
Booty, it ventured to attack that of the Ro-
mans, and ruthed on them with fuch a Shower
of Stones, difcharged from Slings, as at firft
greatly terrified the Enemy: But being at
length over-powered, they were obliged to re-
tire, and yield the Victory to Metellus, who
was honoured with a Triumph, and the
Surname of Balearicus, for this impertant

Service.
It is probable, that the Romans took Care

to fecure their Conqueft, by keeping up 2
Power at Sea that was more than {ufficient to

k3 cope
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cope with any of their Rivals in the Mediter-
ranean.

What I mean by all this, is to let you un-
derftand what I take to be the Reafon why
the Romans made no Military Ways, for an
ealy Communication between their Towns of
Ciudadella and Mabon.

Whilft they were Mafters at Sea, their
Fleet eafily tranfported their Troops on every
Exigence from one Piace to another; and in
the Summer Time, the Seafon for A&ion,
the Paffage was expeditious, and by no means
dangerous.

Neither was there any Hazard in a Win-
ter’s Expedition, proportionable to that an
Enemy was expoied to, fincethe Iflanders were
acquainted with the Coaft, and had nothing
to apprehend, if they fhould be obliged, by
the Fury of fudden Flaws and Tempefts, to
put into any of the numerous Creeks and Bays
with which it abounds.

Befides, if it was at any Time neceflary
to raife the Country, the Farmers were no
where above four Hours eafy March from the
Sea, nor more than eight Hours from Mahon
or Ciudadella, even as we may fuppofe the
Roads to have been at that Time.

When in the Decline of the Empire, the
Romans negleGted their Navy, the Vandals
made an ealy Conqueft of Minorca; and
poflibly no Iﬁand will ever be capable of hold-

in g
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ing out long againft the Attacks of an Enemy
#hat iIs fuperior at Sea.

As there were no Roman Roads in Minorca,
neither were there any Camps, of which the
fmalleft Veffigia have fallen under my Obfer-
vation. And it is probable, that the Bulk
of the Roman Soldiery were kept in the
great Towns, and the Remainder difperfed,
for the Cultivation of the Earth, in the feve-
ral Villages and Farms about the Country.

As to Roman Buildings, I do not think it
poflible to fix on any one Structure in the
Ifland, and prove it to have been the Work-
manthip of that People. The Truth is, the
Freeftone of this Country, for it does not ap-
pear that they opened any Quarries of Mar-
ble here, is fubjett to be corroded by the Salts
of the Air, and wants much of the Solidity
that is necefiary to enable it to ftand fo many

Ages ;

—Non lapides quogque vinci cernis ab aevo;
Non altas turres ruere, et putrefcere faxa?
LucreT. L. v.

It is not likely that the Romans ever pre-
pared Bricks here, as we never find the Re-
mains of any, and we may prefume, that the
old Buildings, going by Degrees to Decay,
were pulled down, as there was Occafion,
and others built in their Place, in Conformity

to the Tafte of the Age.
3 We
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We may obferve in general of the Churches,
that none of them feem to be of Antiquity
enough to have been the Temples of the Ro-
man Gods ; befides, the Columns and Pilafters
(when there are any) with which they are
adorned, are much corrupted from the Purity
of the Roman Architeture, and give {ufficient
Teftimony of a more modern Saracen Admix-
ture, efpecially in the Foliage of their Capitals.

Nmther have we any elegant Remains of
the Roman Sculpture to boalt of. There is
indeed an old mutilated Statue, not far from
Matar, of no Value, in its prefent Condition ;
and 1 make no Queftion but there were feveral
others fet up by the Romans, while they were
Mafters of the Ifland, which were afterwards
broken and defaced by the barbarous Nations
that fucceeded them ; the Vandals, Goths, and
Mabometans, having cnnﬂantly exerted a Rage
againft the Ornaments of Sculpture, as the
latter made a religious Merit of deftroying the
noble Workmanthip of the Greek and Roman
Statuaries, wherever they came.

I have by me a Lar's Head in Bronze, that
was plowed up about two Years fince in the
Ternino of Alaior, and appears to have been
broken off at the Neck ; but the Body was
never found.

There are fome Roman Inlcriptions in the
Town of ﬂffaiaaﬂ, one of which has only the
firft Line that is Jegible, vz,

o CcoN
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There is another Infcription on a Crppus,
that is fixed in the Wall of a modern Dwel-
ling-Houfe, the better to preferve it. It s

all in Roman Capital-Letters, well cut, and is
as follows ;

L- FABIO- L- I
Q: VIR:
FABVLLO.
AED- 1I- VIR IIT*
FLAMINI- DIVOR-
AUG- R: P. MAG.
OB: MVLTA:* EIVS.
MERITA-

4

The Meaning of which I take to be this.

¢ The Roman People of Mahkon erected
¢ this Monument to the Memory of Lucius
< Fabius, (the Son of Lucius) on Account of
« his great Deferts: He was a Quintumvir,
<« and of the Tribe Falbullus ; allo Edile,
« three Times a Duumoir, a Priet of the
¢ Gods, and Augur.”

There are {everal other Roman Infcriptions
in the Ifland, and I viewed all that I was
able to hear of; but they are fo fhattered,
that it exceeded my Power to decypher any

of them.

Q 3 I now
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I now come to the Uraus, and Lamps, {o
frequently found in this Ifland, that the Na-
tions among whom the Lul’t-::m prevailed of
burning their Dead, muft have been very nu-
merous here, and of long Continuance.

We have Room from Hiftory to conclude,
that not only the Romans, but the Carthagi-
nians ufed Urn-Burial : and even the Cf!rz'ck
Druids, though pc:haps not conftantly; o
which Account it would be extremely dlﬁ’l—
cult to prove the Nation of the Perfons whofe
Afhes thefe Vefiels contain, either from their
Form, which has nothing unufual in it, or the
Matter of which they are made.

I do not mean here fuch Urns as have the
Name of the Maker on them in the Roman
Character ; for when that happens to be the
Cafe, we can be at no Manner of Lofs. Others,
we may add, that bear a Device, which ap-
pears to be the Work of a Roman Artift :
Both thefe muft contain the Afhes of a Roman,
and not thofe of any other People.

At the Time thefe Iflands were annexed to
the Dominions of Rome, i1t 1s certain the
Romans burned their Dead, and I fuppofe,
moft of the Urns in Minorca were charged
with the Afhes of that People; they are ge-
nerally of a well-burned Earth, of a fine flerid
red Colour; fome few of them are black,
but the Lanips are all red.

- Iam apt to imagine thefe Urns and Lamps
were imported from the Continent, as the only
Potters
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Potters Clay in Ufe here, burns to a yellowifh
brown, efpecially as I have not been able to
learn that any Traces of a Roman Pottery
have ever been difcovered in the Ifland.

One Inducement that contributed not a
little to eftablith this Practice among the An-
tients, was the fecuring the Remains of the
Dead from the Outrage of their Enemies.
Befides, one Portion of the Body (a fmall
one indeed, and much altered in the Fire)
was hereby preferved from perithing by De-
grees in the Grave, or becoming the Food of
Reptiles.

Though the Chriftian Inhabitants of Minor-
ca might difcontinue Urn-Burial (as the Chri/-
tians every where did) yet probably it conti-
nued in Ufe among the Romans, until Chri/-
tianity was fully eftablifbed here.

And the fucceeding INations have ever fince
buried the Bodies of the Dead, either in
Graves cut out of the folid Rock, (or as the
prefent - Practice is) in the Vaults of their
Churches.

The Lamps are all of the common Form.
They fometimes bear a Device in the hollow
Part of the upper Side, a Fith, a Ram, &,
and fometimes the Name of the Potter ap-
“pears on the Bottom. :

Both Lamps and Urns are found in the
Graves, and not unfrequently Lacrimatory
Veflels, in which the Tears of the furviving
Friends were fuppofed to be put.

Q 4 There
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There is a Paflage in the 8th Verfe of the
56th Pfalm (Thou telleft my Flittings, put my
Tears into thy Bortle, &c.) which would make
one believe this Practice to be of very great
Antiquity.

There have been no Urns found in Minor-
ca, but fuch as are of Earth, very few of the
Romans having their Afhes enclofed in Metal,
which might have proved a Temptation to
fearch for them, whereby their Remains
would come to be difturbed. This Confide-
raticn was fo forcible with them, that they
forbid the Ufe of Gold inthe Rites of Burialy
unlefs in particular Cafes.

Hence the Frequency of Brafs Coins taken
out of the Roman Graves in this Country,
yet I do not hear that a Gold or Silver one is
ever brought this Way to Light.

And this brings me to {peak of the Roman
Money that has been found in Minorca.

Several of the Confular Denarii have been
found here, and of the Coins of the Empe-
rors, 1 have feen four or five in Silver, a-
mong which was a well-preferved Medal of
Ceraufius 3 and the following Imperial ones
m Brals ; Auguflus, Tiberius, Claudius, Nero,
Vefpafian, Titus, Domstian, Trajan, Hadrian,
Antontnus, M. Aurelius, L. Verus, Commodus,
Sepr. Severus, Geta, Alexander Severus, Max-
imin. Gordian the Son, a beautiful Medal of
the large Brais; the Reverfe, Pietas Augg,
with the facrificing Veflels, &¢. Pupienus,

| Gordianug
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Gordianus Pius ; a fine Coin in large Brafs of
Otacilla, the Wife of Philip, Galiienus, Pof-
tumus, Claudius Gothicus, Aurelian, Dioclefian,
Conflantine the Great, and his Sons, a vaft
Number of Conflantius, (who had for his Lot
the Eaftern Divifion of the Empire. This
great Abundance of his Coins thews the Bgz-
learians of that Age to have carried on a con-
fiderable Trade to the Levant) Valens, Arca-
dius and Honorius.

Under thefe two laft, Arcadius and Hong-
rius, the Roman Empire was thook with ter-
rible Convulfions by the fuccefsful Irruptions
of the barbarous Nations, and this Ifland be-
coming the Property of the Conquerors, de-
clined in its foreign Commerce, and funk in
Figure; and few Coins of the Succeflors to
thofe Mafters of the World, enumerated in
the preceding Catalogue are found here.

I now proceed to the laft General Head of
the Antiquities of Minorca, the Remains of
the Moors.

Of Mount-Agatha, and the antient Build-
ings of the Moors, ftill remaining there, I
have already faid enough in a former Letter ;
1 have alfo told you, that Part of the Wall
that enclofes Ciudadella at this Day, was of
their Workmanthip, and I think Mabhen ap-
pears to have fome Obligations of the fame
- Kind to this People.

However barbarous the firlt Malometans

were efteemed by their Enemies, it is to them
the
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the World is indebted for the Way of Build-
ing, which goes under the Appellation of the
Gothick Stile, as the Iialians called whatever
was not after the Roman Stile: But as the
Goths were rather Deftroyers than Builders,
this thould certainly be called the Saracen
Stile, the better to mark the Authors of the
II’]VtI‘ltlDI’l

For thefe People, in the midft of the1r Con-
quefts, built them Mofques and other Edi-
fices, devifing a Manner of ArchiteGture fuit-
able to their Force and the Hurry they were
in, and hewed their Stone into portable Maf-
{es, none exceeding the Burthen of a Camel ;
and thus, as their Stile itfelf was dimi-
nitive, {o were the Parts of which their Fa-
bricks were compofed *.

The Chriftians learned. this Manner in the
Time of the Croifades, and {pread it through
{taly, Spain, France, England, and the reft
of Eurgpe.

I prefume that moft of the Watch-Towers
all round the Coaft were likewife the Work
of the Moors, as it is probable many of the
{mall Caftles were, that are fo plentifully dif-
perfed all over the Country. Every Indivi-
dual, that was the Owner of the Land, was,
lhppﬂfc under a Necefiity of makmg his
ordinary Dwelling capable of Defence againft
the frequent Invafions of thofe turbulentTimes;

as

* See Parentalia, p. 297.
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as the numerous Caftles in the Borders of
England and Scotland were built to fecure the
Inhabitants from the daily Inroads and Depre-
dations of their reftlefs Neighbours.

I have here thrown together all that I
have had an Opportunity of obferving that
regarded the Antiquities of the Ifland of Mi-
norca, and now I put an End to your Trou-
ble, with afluring you, that

I am,
S IR,

Loy, OT0:

P. S. 1 have mentioned an Arabick In-
{cription at Agatha, Page §7; there is one
in Gothick Charaéters, over an Arch near the
Eaft End of the Great Church of Mahon,
which, for Method’s Sake, I have referved
for this Place, as it does not properly come
under any of the three Heads of the Anti-
quities of the Ifland; and that you may the
better underftand it, I will give it you in a
Character that is fomewhat more familiar to
you, as follows;

IXVI.... FEBROARII
ANNO- DNI* MCCLXXXVI-
PO PRESA' LA-YLA: DE- MENORCA.

RNAM:
NOS- BON: REY: D’ARRAGO" +

This
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This is as exa& as I have been able to take
it, and though it is imperfect, there is enough
remaining to inform you, that the Infcription
was {et up as a Memorial to Pofterity, in Ho-
nour of Alphonfo, the good King of Arragon,
who zook the Ifland of Minorca on the Sixteenth
of February, Anno Domimi, One Thoujand Two
Hundred and Eighty Six.

This Infcription contradiéts the Balearick
Hiftorians, * who affirm, that King Alphonfo
finifhed the Conqueft of the Ifland, and had
Mount Agatha {urrendered to him by the
Moors, on the Seventeenth of Fanuary, 1287.
I fhall not pretend to reconcile the Hiftorians
to the Mafon, on this Occafion, but content

myfelf with having barely hinted this to your
Memory.

* See Letter VIII.

L'E T 1T E R,
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LETTEZR XVIL

S IR, Minorca, 9 Fune, 1742.

Do not love to be importunate, and I al-
1 ways thought the teizing a Friend to ful-
fil his Engagements, and keep his Word,
was a bad Compliment to his Sincerity. Yet
I may be allowed to mention my Wearinefs
of this Country, without Reproach either to
your Memory or your Zeal. I know you
will get me out of it when you can, and that
you wifh for the Power to do it fuddenly and
agreeably, with as much Ardour as I can pof-
fibly feel on the Occafion.

I would not have you entertain the leaft
Sufpicion, that my Impatience in this exiled
State arifes from any Inconftancy of Temper,
or a Love of roving, which really proceeds
from a Train of ferious RefleGions. Here
my Youth paffes in Obfcurity and Indolence ;
my little Ufefulnefs is loft ; my Friends grow
old, and myPretenfions }amangﬁ other Things
of fmall Account) are forgot; whiltt my Ju-
niors are promoted by being on the Scene;
and my Letters make but little Impreflion in
my Abfence.

If it were not for the Intereft of my Fame
and Fortune to return to Englend, T could
pafs my Days in this Ifland without any
other Regret, than my being obliged to live

at
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at a Diftance from my old Friends, a fmall,
but felect Sett : For here all the Neceffaries,
and many of the Elegancies of Life are within
the Reach of my Purfe; the Climate is
grown eafy to me, and the Divifions of m

Time bring about a Revolution of Study and
Amufement, that if it does not amount to
perfect Happinefs (if there is any fuch Thing
on this Side the Grave) yet makes a tolerable
Something, in which Time {lides away, with-
out being either tedious or irk{ome.

I have a good Hnufe, decently furnifhed,
Tlracis erepta ruinis; I rife early, and break-
faft generally alﬂne, then read, write, or draw,
till Noon. It is then Time to drefs, after
which I walk till Dinner is ready, at a Pub-
lick-Houfe, at One ; where e1ght of us, who
like one annthcr eat very well for 125, a
Week, finding our own Wine, which cofts
only Three-halfpence a Bottle, and is very
good. After Dinner, we walk again, or make
a Party at Cards, or to the Gardens, and f{o
to Supper at Elght o’Clock.

Thus our Time rolls on in Gaiety and
good Humour: Having no Bufinefs of our
own, we are too much of Triflers to think
of that of other People, and we are too bufy
to lofe a fingle Moment on fuch a Trifle as
Politicks. Spleen and Care feldom affociate
with red Coats; and if we can keep out of

Debt, wear good Linnen, and find a Moidore
left

e i’ i o -
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left at the End of a Muiter, we reckon cur-
felves Oeconomilts,

If I were not to mention the Ladies, a
Gentleman of your Gallantry would have
Caufe to be offended. In the Commerce
with them, two Things are requifite, an open
Hand, and a clofe Mouth ; and I venture to
fay, little elfe is necefiary here to accomplifh
a {uccefsful Lover, or what the French call
Un bomme a bonnes fortunes.

There is {carce an Officer among us whofe
Houfe does not afford a fpare Bed for his
Friends, and if your Inclination or Occafions
require your Stay for a Month or. {ix Weeks
together in another Garrifon, you are treated
from Houfe to Houfe with great Chearful-
nefs, and with a Plenty of Cheer, that fur-
prizes one who conftantly hears heavy Com-
plaints of the Scarcity and Badnefs of the
Provifions.

At our Mefs we feldom dine without a
Soup and a Difh of Fith, with a Couple of
other Things, as a Piece of Beef, a Joint of
Mutton, a Turkey, Goofe, Ducks, Fowls,
wild and tame, Rabbets, a Pudding or a Pye,
in their Turns, with Plenty of Roots, Greens
and Fruit, all according to the Seafon.
~ We have very good French Bread; our
Cheefe comes from England, and our Butter
from Ireland ; from which laft Country we
are alfo fupplied with Sait Beef for the
Troops, (which furnifhes us with an EHCﬁll:l){frg

i
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Difh for Variety) Neats Tongues and Pota-

toes.

We are apt now and then, for Want of
other Difcourfe, to complain of the Hardnefs
of our Duty. Itis true, the Heat of the Cli-
mate indifpofes us to Action; and it is im-
poflible to rouze us from our Indolence, with-
out putting fomewhat of this Kind into our
Heads: Yet, to fpeak honeftly, one un-
dergoes more Hardfhip and Fatigue in one
Day’s Shooting, which we call a Diverfion,
than in three Weeks of the ftricteft Duty an
Officer is put to in the commeon Courfe of
our Service.

We have good Opportunities furnithed us
of correfponding with our Friends in England,
by the two Packets that run between Makor
and Marfeilles, and fometimes bring our Let-
ters to us in twelve or fifteen Days after they
are wrote ; we have the French Papers by the
fame Means, and are alfo fupplied with many
Neceffaries which we fhould be much puzzled
to procure otherwife : Cloaths, Malt-Liquor,
Cyder, Books, and a long ef cetera come by
the Londsn Ships.

In Sune, Yuly, Auguff, and Part of Sep-
tember, the Weather is excefiively hot ; and
then we keep as much in the Shade as we can.

The Rains follow, and as foon as they are
over, our rambling begins, and we have in
general very fine Weather till the Summer

- comes on again ; and I cannot clofe the Para-
graph,
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graph, without afluriug you, that for near
nine Months of the Year this is the fineft
Climate I ever knew ; but the hot Months are
intolerable, and make Life a Burthen.

You muft perceive I treat you honeftly in
what I fay of the Climate of Minorca; {o 1
thould do, if I wrote from the frigid or the
torrid Zone. Yet Hiftorians grofily impofe
upon us in this Particular, and you can fcarcely
read of any Country in..the World, that is
not feated in a. charming mild  Climate, nei-
ther too hot in Summer, nor too. cold in
Winter ; as China is not too hot, fays one,
though the Europeans are obliged to lie many
Hours a Day in Water, as Cattle. fome-
times do in England, in the Months of Fune
and. fuly. N

Another gravely aflures his Readers, that
New-England is not a Jot too cold, though
many of the Natives lofe their Fingers and
Toes, by their being frozen, and “fome are
aually froze to Death every Winter.

This Partiality, that fo ftrongly carries a-
way the Generality of Authors, to magnify
the favourable Circumftances that relate to the
Country they write of, and at the fame Time
difpofes them to foften, or explain away, the
inconveniencies and Difadvantages that attend
it, I have endeavoured to exclude from thefe
Letters; and I am not without Hopes, that
you will acquit me from the leaft Imputation
of having mifreprefented the Minorquins, or

R their
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their Ifland, from any fuch Motive, or indeed
from any Motive whatever.

And now, Sir, my Taflz draws to a Period.
If your Indulgence to me had been lefs, my
Prefumption would not have been fo great,
and I thould have contented myfelf with writ-
ing you fuch Matters only as I judged capable
of conducing to fatisfy your Curiofity con-
cerning the Ifland of Minorce, which merits
a better Hiftorian ; inftead of running out of
my Way, as I confefs I have done, in feveral
Places, to pleafe myfelf, and indulge my Ima-
gination.

I can only fay, in Excufe for thefe Excur-
fions, that they helped to relieve the inevita-
ble Tedioufnefs of fo dry a Subje&; and I
flatter myfelf, that as they are neither very
long, nor too thick fown. nor, I hope, very
impertinent, you will not wholly condemn
me, for having allowed them a Place in the
Courfe of our Correfpondence.

I need not put you in Mind, that I have
been obliged to pafs over feveral Things f{u-
perficially enough, though they highly de-
{ferved, and really required, to be more criti-
cally confidered : Some out of a Diflidence
of my own Judgment, where Judgment was
required ; many more for want of Knowledge,
as I very freely confefs, and the neceflary
Books to inftruct me.
v+ You will difcover thefe Particulars but too
readily, and therefore I will wave the uncom-
' fortable
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fortable Trouble of pointing them out to you.
You will pardon them too, I am fure; for I
know your Candour to be equal to your Dif-
cernment. What I have done, was enjoined
by you, and performed for your Satisfattion,
and it is now fubmitted to your Cenfure, by,

S-1 R,

Your, &c.

R 2 APPE N-
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APPENDI X,
CONTAINING

Several ParTicurars omitted in the
preceding Letters.

T cannot be very furprizing to any, thata
]_ Perfon, little practifed in writing, fhould,
in digefting fo large a Heap of Materials as
the foregoing Letters are taken from, have
mifplaced fome Things, and omitted others,
and even made fome Miftakes: To reify
and fupply thefe is my prefent Purpofe, and I
hope to be able to do it ina Way that will not
put the Reader on regretting that they were
not incorporated into the Body of the Work.

I promifed * to fay fomewhat of the do-
meftick Fowls-of this Ifland, but find I omit-
ted doing it in the Place where I intended to
treat of them.

Turkeys are plenty enough, and very good:
They were fold, while I was quartered at
Alaior, for about three Shillings and Sixpence
apiece.

A good

* Letter XII
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A good Goofe was worth one Shilling and’
Three-pence, and a Duck, full grown, Ten-
pence, or a Shilling ; thefe are exceeding good,
and are quickly fatted.

A Chicken ufually cofts Five-pence, a grown
Fowl Seven-pence, a good Pullet Ten-pence. -

The Fowls have black Feathers, for the
moft Part, and their Skins are of a dark Hue;
but theirFle(his very white, juicy, and delicate.

When a Fleet of Ships lies in Port- Mabon,
the Price of Fowls rifes with the Demand,
and is fometimes more than double that I have
mentioned above; but they are no fooner
gone, than the Markets returnto the old Stand-
ard again, or pretty near it. |

I find I have alfo omitted the Mention of a
red Opyfter, which is frequently brought up
with the other Kind.  The Spaniards ecat it
as a Dainty, and we do not grudge it them.

I have already faid, * that the Cotton-Shrub
thrives well here : 1 have tried it, and found it
to do fo; yet the Minorquins will not be pre-
vailed upon to propagate it. The more in-
duftrious Inhabitants of the Ifland of AMualta
increafe and cultivate it ‘with fuch Diligence,
. that they export fifteen thoufand Qusntals of
Cotton-Wool every Year, befides what is con-
{umed in their Home-Manufatures.

In the Clofe of the fame Letter 4 I take
Notice of the Quantities of Annife-Seed,

R 3 and

* Letter X. + Letter X,
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and Cummin-Seed, yearly exported by the
Maltefe, which I am well affured do not fall
thort of twelve hundred Quintals of the for-
mer, and of the latter, three thoufand five
hundred Quintals.

The Quantity of Wheat yearly raifed in
the Ifland of Minorca, as 1 have already faid,
* is Fifty-three thoufand five hundred and
one RQuarteras; and I think it 1s equal In
Goodnefs to any they import from Sicily, or
the other Markets they refort to, for what
they want above their own Produce.

The Grains are large and hard, and the
Flour exceeding white. I weighed eight Grains
of the Minorca Wheat, and found them
to be equal to five Grains Troy-Weight. This
I did in the Year 1740, as I find in a Memo-
randum which I made at the fame Time.

Dr. Plott fays +, the Staffordfbire Farmers
have a Rule, that the colder any Country is,
the thicker will the Hufk of any Sort of Grain
be, as if, fays he, Nature defigned to fence it
againft the Severity of the Clime.

It follows from hence, that the hotter the
Country is, the thinner will the Hufk be;
and it 1s obferved, that the Wheat of the
Growth of this Ifland yields more Flour, and
lefs Bran, than either the Englifh, or the

rench Wheat does ; | mean the French Wheat
of the more northerly Provinces : for about
Marfeilles,

* Letter X, + Hilt. of Stagfordfpire, C. vi. Sect. 10.
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Marfeilles, and indeed throughout all Langue-
doc and Provence, the Climate differs very lit-
tle from that of the Ba/earick Iflands, in whofe
Neighbourhood they lie.

The Eaftern Method of treading out the
Corn, is ftill in Ufe among the Minorqguins.
ﬁ::u?;r has defcribed it, exatly, in the 20th

iad ;

As with autumnal Harvefts cover'd d'er,
And thick beftrown, lies Ceres’ facred Floor,
When round and round, with never-weary'd
Pain,
The trampling Steers beat out th unnumber’d
Grain.
Mr. PopE.

Moft of the Farmers about the Ifland have
Hand-Mills in their Houfes, confifting of two
round Stones, of about two Feet Diameter ;
thefe they place on the Floor, and the good
Woman, fitting down, feeds the Mill with
one Hand, and with the other turns the upper
Stone merrily about; all the while chearing
her Labour with a Song.

Thefe Mills are well known in Devonjbire,
and feveral other Parts of England, under the
Name of Querns.

But the great Towns are provided with
Wind-Mills, each having fix Vanes, or Wings,
which are fecured againit the fudden Flurries
and Squalls, {o frequent here, by a Number

R 4 of
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of Ropes and Lines difpofed artfully enough
for that Purpofe.

In the Character I have given of the M:-
norquins, 1 have laid a good deal of Strefs on
their Sloth; and I have often thought, that
the Genius of the Roman-Catholick Religion
was in itfelf an Enemy to Induftry.

The Multitude of Faineants, that are main-
tained by the People, in a voluptuous In-
dolence, fet a dangerous Example to the In-
habitants of any Country.

The great Number of Holy-Days which
they are obliged to obferve, indifpofe them to
Labour; and the Diverfions which are folauda-
ble on thofe Feftivals, though it is finful to
exercife an honeft Calling, for‘the Support of
a poor Family, make the Returns to Bufinefs
irkfome, and the Workman carelefs and lazy.

On the other Hand, the Trade and Ma-
nufatures of a Proteftant Country, are car-
ried on with Brifknefs and Alacrity. The
People have but few Holy-Days, and are not
very {tri&t in the Obfervation of them. The
Sabbath is almoft their only Day of Reft; at
all other Times, they think it no Difhonour
to God, to mind their Bufinefs, that they may
be enablﬂd to feed and cloath his Creatures.

It was a Maxim among the Fews, that he
who taught not his Son 2 Trade, taught him
to be a Thief. It is certain, that a Man who
is unprovided of the Means of getting his Bread
by honeft Labour, lies open to every Temp-

tion
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tation that offersitfelf, of applying the Proper-
ty of his'Neighbour to his own Ufe.

It is equally true, that a Tradefman, who
idles away his Time, and plays himfelf into
Poverty and Diftrefs, is in little better Cir-
cumftances than the idle Fellow, who has
learned no T'rade at all.

And thus the Roman-Catholick Religiﬂﬁ
difpofes its Profeffors to Idlenefs, and confe-
quently to Indigence; and itis well known,
that there are more poor People, in Propor-
tion, in the Popith Countries, than in thofe
where the Reformed Religion prevails.

In defcribing the Wells of the Ifland I did
not think of a Circumitance, which I have
fince recolle¢ted. The Mafons, as they work
down, cut {mall Channels, or Groves, on
two Sides of the Square Well, near an Angle,
to admit a Man’s Foot, and favour his defcend-
ing and afcending, not only while the Work is
in Hand, but at all Times after, when there
is Occafion to clear, or repair it. _

The Minorquins have a Cuftom, that when
a Murder has been committed in the Country,
they fet up a Crofs in the Place ; and to their
Shame, we fee a great Number of thefe
Croffes, as we ramble about the Ifland.

But if this horrid Crime has been perpetrated
within Doors, the Houfe is forthwith pulled
‘down, and the Foundation fowed with Salt.

This Cuftom is of great Antiquity; notonly
the Habitations of particular Offenders agair;lﬁt

the
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the Laws, were treated in this manner, but
whole Cities were beat down, and fowed
with Salt *,

The greateft Malefattors of this Country
formerly efcaped the Punithment due to their
Crimes, by flying to the Churches for Protec-
tion ; and we fce the Altare Privilegiatum in
moft of them to this Day ; though our Gover-
nors make no Scruple of withdrawing them at
prefent from their Santuary, which is agree-
able to the old Law ; Jf @ Muan come pr.g/z:mp-
tuoufly upon bis Nfzfrééazar, to flay fim wwith
Guile 5 thou fhalt take bim from mine Al:ar,
that be may die .

If the Natwes of Minorca were heretofore
hurried by their Jealoufy into Acts of Cruelty
and Violence, it i1s but juft to declare, that
{ince they have been better aquainted with the
Englifb, they have relaxed a good deal of their
antient Severity to their Wives, and live in
good Underftanding with us,

They are generally fober, in which they
are not followed by our Soldiers, nor indeed
by our Sailors, when we have a Squadron of
Men of War in the Harbour, «

When a Spanzard broaches a Butt of Wine,
he has two Soldiers fent him by the Com-
manding-Officer, to fee that no D]furders are
committed in the Bofa-frefca Houfe, and a
green Buth is hung out at the D-:Jc:-r, as was

formerly

® Tudges IX. 45, T Exod. xxi. 14
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formerly the Praltice in England ; whence
the Proverb, Good Wine needs no Bufb.

Hither the Soldiers repair, to regale them-
felves, and fuch of the Seamen asare on Shore
at the Time, do the fame. In thefe Tem-
ples of Bacchus, no Bounds are fet to their
Debauches, and fuch a Quantity of Wine 1is
daily fwallowed down, as would ftagger Cre-
dulity itfelf to be told of it.

Yet I fpeak it from Authority, that on
Chriftmas Day, 1741, there were drunk out,
by the Soldiers and Sailors, at St. Philip’s, at
thefe Houfes, no lefs than Eight hundred and
Sixty-four Gallons of Wine. But it is to be
obferved, that a Squadron of Men of War lay
in the Harbour at that Time ; and two Regi-
ments of Men were quartered in the Caftle
and in the Town.

A fingular Cuftom of thefe Iflanders occurs
to my Memory. All the Sea-faring Men,
that have Wives, concert with them, and
with their Friends, before they enter on
their Voyage, fome Signal that they intend
thall diftinguith their Bark at her Return.

As foon as the Vefiel with the well-known
Signal draws near the Shore, the Friends at-
tend the Lady, with the News of her Huf-
band’s Return, and then haften to the Port,
to welcome their Friends, and accompany him
to his Houfe.

He finds his Spoufe fitting at the Door, or
occupied in her domeflick Daties, who takes

no
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no manner of Notice of him. Here the
Friends take their Leave, and the Mariner
enters his Dwelling, and is foon followed by
his Wife, and then the Door is fthut. This
is all that appears of the Ceremony.

There is great Reafon to think that this
Cuftom had its Foundation in the Jealoufy of
the Minorquins.

The Careffes of a young Couple, on their
firft Interview, after a tedious Separation,
might occafion {fome libidinous Emotions in a
People ftrongly addicted to Venery; all which
are prevented by this referved Behaviour. Be-
fides, the Fair-one has Time to put Things in
Order for the Reception of her Spoufe ; where-
as, if fhe were fuprized, it might be attend-
ed with very difagreeable Confequences.

In the Time of the Carnival, when there
is Dancing at half the Houfes in Town, it
is common with us to join in their Diver-
fion ; and we are ever treated with the utmoft
Courtefy and Diftin¢tion. We are feated in
the upper Part of the Room, prefented with
Wine and Sweetmeats, and the Woman of
the Houfe takes us out to dance.

On our Part, we never fail to behave to
them, efpecially the Women, with the niceft
Decorum, a Conduét highly neceffary to all
who would avoid giving Offence to the Deli-
cacy of the Minorquins. |
I have made frequent Mention in the fore-
going Sheets of the great Road that leads

from
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from St. Philip's Caitle, the whole Length of
the Ifland, to Cuidadella.

When Colonel Kane was appointed Licu-
tenant-Governor of Minorca, under the Duke
of Argyll, which was in the Year 1712, that
Gentleman firft conceived the Defign of mak-
ing a new Road, the old one being fcarcely
paffable.

- In 1713 he begun to put his Project in
Execution, and happily finithed it in the
Year 1715.

The greateft Part of this Road is above
thirty Feet wide. Itis in general conducted
in a dire¢t Line, except where it was necefla-
ry to coaft about the large Hills, to keep as
near a Level as was pofiible.

The fharp Rock was cut even, the Afcents
made eafy and regular, hollow Places were
filled up, and Bridges built over Moraffes and
Gullies, where the Land-Floods required a
Paffage to be kept open for them.

When the Regiments are relieved, which
generally happens in Apri/ or May, every
Year, they take two Days to march to Giu-
dadella, either from Mabon, or from St. Philip’s
Caftle; halting a Night at Mercadal,

Notwithftanding the Goodnefs of the new
Road, I think there i1s but one Cart in the
Ifland ; and furely a few would be very ufeful
for the Tran{portation of Merchandife, and
other bulky Wares, from the inland Places to
the Sea-port Towns, which is at prefent done

by
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by loading them on the Backs of Mules and
Affes. But{everal of our Officers have French
or Italian Poft-Chaifes; a Piece of State, which
the Spaniards have not yet thought proper to
1mitate.

I have already faid, * that the Ifland of
Minorca contains One hundred and fifty-one
thoufand and forty {quare Acres; and that
the Number of the native Inhabitants is
Twenty-feven thoufand Souls; fo that there
are five Acres and an half to every Head.

The Rent of all the Lands has been com-
puted at Forty-three thoufand, five hundred
and ninety-fix Livres, which make, in Szer-
ling Money, Six thoufand, five hundred, and
thirty-nine Pounds, and eight Shillings.

To this muft be added that Part of the
Rent which is paid in Kind, amounting to
Seven thoufand and twenty-one Quarteras
of Wheat, and One hundred and four of
Barley, worth together about Two thoufand,
fix hundred Pounds Sterling.

Thefe two Sums, added together, make
Nine thoufand, one hundred and thirty-nine
Pounds Sterling, the annual Value of all the
Lands in the Ifland of Minorca. If thefe
Fands were to be fold at fifteen Years Pur-
chafe, and fure they are not worth more,
One hundred and thirty-feven thoufand, and

eighty-five Pounds would pay for them, in-
cluding

* Tetter I.
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cluding the Woods with which they are
covered in many Places.

About thirty Years ago a Computation was
made of the Number of Houfes in the Ifland;
and it flood thus:

In the Termino of Makben - - = « = - 402
Algioy' = = &' o Wa 716
Mercadal - - - = - 1081
Ciudadella - - - - 38go
Inall = - ccccecacaaeaa.assa 3089

Thefe Numbers have been increafed, in
fome Degree, in all the Terminos, fince this
Computation was made by Order of Gover-
nor Kane ; but in none fo confiderably as in
the Termino of Mabon, where it is thought
there are now not fewer than eight hundred or
a thoufand Houfes.

The Minorquins do not lie on Feather Beds,
but on hard Mattreffes, and indeed thele are
more proper for the Climate, for which Rea-
fon we alfo ufe them.

Their Bedfteads are much higher than ours,
that they may the better come to {weep under
them, to keep as free as pofiible from Buggs
and Fleas, which abound here beyond Ima-
gination.

The Ladies make no Scruple to imitate the
French Fathion, of enlivening a fallow Com-
plexion with Paint; though this is far from be-
ing an univerfal Practice among them.

They are in general very f{paring in their
Diet, and few of them, except fuch as have

been
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been every way debauched, drink Wine, or
Strong-Waters. The moft abandoned of the
Sexarebanifhed to the worft Parts of the Ifland,
and fometimes out of it. |

As to the Men, their Temperance is, in all
Probability, no more than the Ct}nfnquencc of
their Poverty, as their Poverty is vifibly the
Confequence of their Sloth ; for we have Op-
portunities now and then uf obferving, that
when they are with us, they eat heartily of the
beft that is laid before them, and drink freely

of every Kind of Liguor that is offered them.

The Minorquins call the Ealt-Wind Le-
vante, and the Weft Ponente ; the South they
call Vent de Barbaria, as the Romans called
the Weft-South-Weft Wind Africus, from
the Country from whence it blew. i

When the Wind blows from the Mountains
of Majerca, which are covered with Snow for
a good Part of the Winter, we are glad to
come near a Fire; and the Cold is cer tainly
the more fenfible to an Englifh, Conftitution, °
after our Bodies have been foftened, and made
tender by the great Heats in Summer. The
Northerly Winds are more violent and pierc-
~ing even than thefe; and while they blow
we lay on our Waod very free]y, and regale
ourfelves within Doors.

There was a good deal of Snow fell here
in Fanuary, 1741, but it melted as faft as it
fell. It never lies here; and Ice is fo great a
Rarity, that many old People of the Natives

‘have
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have never feen any. I faw a little in a
Wood near Alasor, in February, 1741,
‘which was foon gone again.

The Summer Nights are fo exceflfive hot,
that we can fcarcely bear a Sheet over us ;
and we are obliged to keep our Windows fhat,

- for the Night Air is very dangerous at that
Seafon. ‘There is a gentle Breeze an Hour
or two before and after Noon, that tempers
the Air, fo as to make it tolerable.

I think the Minorquins are greater Bigots
than their Neighbours on the Continent.
| They entertain the higheft Veneration for

the Saints; and the holy Virgin is not ad-
drefled by them with greater Reverence than
they pay to St Anthony of Padua, and feveral
others.

The Cafe was much the fame in England,
before the Reformation, as Bithop Burnet
informs us ; for at Chrzff’s Altar, in the Ca-
thedral Church of Canterbury, there was of-
fered in one Year no more than Three
Pounds, Two Shillings and Six Pence ; at
that of the Virgin Sixty-threc Pounds, Five
Shillings and Six Pence ; whilft St Thomas a
ecket bhad the full Sum of Eight hundred
nd Thirty-two Pounds offered at his Altar.
The Difference lies only in the different
ircumf{tances, asto the Wealth of the twq
ountries ; for it is beyond a Doubt, that the
aith and Zcal of the Minorguins continue to

§- %his
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this Day at as high a Pitch as that of our
Fore-Fathers could ever be raifed to.

I have treated at large, in my fecond Let-
ter, of the Method of Building in Ufe a-
mong thefe People; to which I have only to
add in this Place, that in preparing the
Cantoon-Stone, the Mafon cuts a Notch in
the upper and lower Sides, and in both the
Ends, of every Stone, that the Guyith may
enter, and form a Cord, as it were, of the
Bignefs of one’s Finger, to bind all to-
gether.

The Arches of their Doors are ftrongly
built, the Pouffoirs, or Arch-Stones, being
four or five Feet long, and fometimes more,

I have mentioned * the Graves that have
been cut in the Rock without the Walls of
Ciudadella 3 and thele I bave examined, with
a View of fatisfying myfelf, whether the
the Race of Men, that lived many Ages be-
fore us, were of a larger Stature, than thole
with which the World is at prefent peopled.

The Refult of my Searches here was no |
way favourable to the Opinion of certain Phi- |
|oi’ophe:5 who fancied the buman Boedy to be |
conflantly degenerating in Size, and likely to
end at laft in a Race of Plgmles |

T hefe Graves are no longer than is neceflary |
- for the prefent Generation, few of them ex- |
tending to {ix Feet, and none exceeding that; ¢
bot

_..* =
* P. 68,
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- but the far greater Part fall under five Feet
eight Inches.

I have feen the Charnel-Houfe at Hytle,
in Kent,;where are the Bones of a great Num-
ber of Danes, that were flain, in a Battle,
near that Place, upwards of Six hundred
Years ago, as I remember ; and I could not
find one Bone that I could think ever belonged
to a Man of fix Feet high,

That there have been Men of extraordi-
nary Stature in all Ages, is doubted by none ;
but that the general Size of Men was ever
much above what it is at prefent, is not at
all probable, at leaft it does not feem {o to
me.

The Minorquins have fome tall Menamong
them ; one I meafured at Ciudadella in the
Year 1738, was full fix Feet five Inches
high ; but their common Standard is what is
called the middle Size.

They are flender, eret, and well made ;
but not fo broad in the Shoulders, nor fo
well-limbed, as the Inhabitants of colder
Countries are obferved to be.,

I am confcious, that in calculating the
Quantity of Wine that is annually made in
Mincrca, * 1 have exceeded, by very near
one Third ; asI calculated from the Quantity
of Grapes produced every Year, without

making an Allowance for thofe that are eaten.
: I ind
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I find, by a Minute among my Papers,
that in the Year 1740, there were four
thoufand Butts of Wine made in the Ifland ;
and though many of thefe are very ]arge
and ﬁ}me of them hold fix or feven Cargos
a-piece ; yet, one with another, the Quantity
of Wine cannot be eftimated at more than
twelve, or, at moft, thirteen thoufand
Hogfheads, made that Year.

- The good-natured Reader will therefore
be pleafed to excufe a Miitake, which I did
not difcover, until it was too late to rcétify
it 1n its proper Place. -

I fear I ftand in Need of his Indulgence in
many other Particulass ; but as to Errors in
Things that are mattrml I know of none
but thofe I have menticned in this Appen-
dix,
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