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Advertifement to the Reader.

H E following Difiourfes were writ (as will be

_ objerved feveral Years ago in fingle Pampblets,
at different times 5 and tis well known that all fuch
Manner of Writing Joon vanifbes,is loft, or forgot, the’
greatly defirable, and even though much valued during
that time. There are fome men aljo, and even thofe
of Learning; who never read or take the leaft Notsce
of Pampblets 5 [fo there are others who throw them a-
fide without théreafter ever knowing where to find
them, whilft many would be willing to bave them did
they know where fuch could be bad, after their re-
turn from the Publifber. g

Thus inclined to oblige all, and as fuch Difcourfes
have feparately been inquired after, withous knowing
where to be found, the Author bas at laft thought pro-
per, as they all relate to the fubjedt of Phyfick 1o put.
them together, thus to make one entire Booky confe-
quently not [o liable to be lof?.

Mps. Stephens’s Affair though now not much in
vogte, nor fo firongly fupported and recommended as
formerly, yet flill well deferves the being maturely
confidered and properly looked into on feveral accounts:

" fo as thus better to know the private and publick Hifto-

ry of thofe Times, the Effefts of fuch Medicine (im-
partially confidered) bow carried on and [upported, as
well as the artful rather than fincere Difcovery that
was made theresf. Then the full Aiteflation of the
Prefident and Cenfors of the C of Pbyf—ans.
Now whether fome might noi judge fuch Atieftation and
Approbation preferable to the Deploma of the Degrees
of Doctor from the Univerfity, is what I fhall not de-
termine. Or bad ber great Patrons got ber fuch by
Mandat, it need not more to bave been wondered at 5
nay, nor even bad the former thought fit to receive
ber as one of their own Body.

If




To the READER.

If the Title of any one of thefe Difcourfes fbould ap-
pear to fome to be more merry, or bumorous than the
Execution thereof is found to be, as that in particular
of Phyfick’s a Jeft, &c. In anfwer thereto the Word
Jett is not always ufed in the merry Senfe, but is alfo
often in the more grave or feriouss as in the defpis
Jing of a Thing we often ufe the Word of a meer Jeft.
If the reft of the Title proves it otherwife, I fhall only
then obferve, that when the Author came to treat
thereof it rather chagrin'd than put bim in the
merry Veiny and accordingly turned 1o the graver or
more ferious Way of writing. The Author is forry if
by this be bas baulk’d any of bis Readers of iheir
Laﬂg&r or Twitters but will endeavonr to make them
Sull amends the firft Opparrﬁm{y when be is in the mer-
ry Mood. If confidered as a Gamefter; let them &en
Jufpect bim to be on the lofing Side, confequently the
more inclin’d to the ferious. The chief defign was
principally toinculcate Truth, o expofe the idlé Whims
and Fancies that attend and is crept into this Pro-
felfion, more ready to create Indignation and Spleen in
our Author (of this fame Profeffion) than to bave a
contrary Effeét.  Perbaps too the more gravely a Sub-
jeét is treated, the nearer it may approach to Truth.,
Hippocrates obferves, that the valuable Phyfician
ougbt rather to incline to the Grave tban to Buffoon-
T

Y.zf.r to the reft Ifball only fay, that the Reader will
be pleas’d to judge as he ﬁﬂds them, if fatisfied be
is welcome to them 3 or if fome fault fhould be found
to the Condition or Cleanne/s of ﬁ:ma Part of any one
of the Copies, the Purchafer muft e’en put up w:t.& ity
and be contented 5 fince Ican fincerely affure the Pub-
licy that there are but a very [mall Number remaining
of fome of the Difcourfes, o that be wha comes firft
will have the preferable Choice.
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Mrs. STEPHENSS Receipt
Por THdE |
STONE and GRAVEIL,

WITH"

Proper OsservaTions thereon, &

3 pretend to criticize upon the na-
ture of this A&, fince we oughr,
no doubt, willingly to {uppole it
done with a good Intent ; yet furely thert
has not any {uch thing been ever donc be-
fore, orthe like Complement ever paid (by
Parliament) to any onc of the Profeflion ;
or indeed any elfe. Cerrainly 1t is the moft
B fu-

, % Know not whether any one thould
(W




4 Obfervations on Mrs. Stephens’s

fuperlative Compliment that could well be
made to this Female.

I thought here to have prefented to mfr
Reader the Preamble to this A of Parls-
ament, exally as it is printed ; but as his
Mﬂjtjﬂji’ Printer feems inclinable to fuf-
pedt it to be fomewhat like Encroachment
on his Property, we chufe to decline it,
tho' fuch great Precifenefs would feem a
little to confine and cramp an Author’s
Thoughts when he writes to the Publick,
and that even to ferve them. The Pur-
port however of this A& is for the provid-
ing a Reward to Joanna Stephens
Spinfler, who hath acquired the
Knowledge of Medicines, and the Skill of
preparing themy— {cemingly capable of re-
moving the Canfe of the painful Diftemper
of the Stone, and may be more ufe-
ful when difcoveredto Perfons lear-
ned in the Science of Phyfick. Referr’d
to the Care, Infpedtion and Approbation
of the ﬂrchbﬂmp of Canterbury, the Lord
Chancellor, Wilmington L. Prefident, L.
Godoelphin, D. of Dorfet,, D. of Grafton,
D. of Rfcbmaﬂd, D. of Montague, L. Pem-
broke, Scarborough, Lonfdale, Bp. of Glou-
cefler, Bp. of Oxford, the Speaker of the
Houfe of Commons, L. Cornbury, Balti-
more, Sit R.Walpole, Steph. Poyntz, Efqs
T.Townfbend, Efq; Dr. Steph.Hales, Dr. T.
‘Peller Prefident of the R. College of Phy-

ficians,
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ficians, Dr. Gardiner, Dr. Neshitt, Dr.Bur
ton and Dr. Whitaker, Cenfors, Dr. Shaw>

D. Hartley, Wm. Chefelden, E{q; Surgeon. =
C. Hawkins Surgeon, Mr. Sharp Surgeon.

Whitehall, Fume 19. The following Pa-
per is publifhed by Order of the Truftees
named in an A& of Parliament, intitled,
“ An A& for providing a Reward to foanna
« Stephens, upon a proper Difcovery to be
“ made by her, for the Ufe of the Publick,
“ of the Medicines prepar’d by her for the
“ Cure of the STONE.”

A full ‘Diftovery of the Medicines given
- by me Joanna Stephens, for the Cure of
the Stone and Gravel ; and a particular
Account of my Method of preparing
and giving the fame *.
g Y Medicines are a Powder, a Decoc-
£ tion, and Pills.

“The Powder confifts of Egg Shells and
¢ Snails, both calcined.

**% ¢ The Decottion is made by boiling
¢ fome Herbs (together with a Ball which
¢ confifts of Soap, Swines-Crefles burntto a
¢ Blacknefs, and Honey) in Water.

¢ The Pills confift of Snails calcined, Wild
¢ Carrot Seeds, Burdock Sceds, Afhen Keys,
‘ Hips and Hawes, all burnt to a Blacknefs,

¢ Soap and Honey.
B 2 The

A
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The Powder isthus prepared :

‘Take Hens Egg Shells well drain’d from
¢the Whites, dry and clean, cruth them fmall
“with the Hands, and fill a Crucible of the
‘ Twelfth Size (which contains nearly three
‘ Pints) with them lightly ;5 place it in the
¢Fire, and cover it with a Tile; then heap
¢ Coals over it, that it may be in the midft of
‘avery ftrong clear Fire till the Egg Shells
“be calcined to a greyifh White, and acquire
‘an acrid falt Tafte: This will take up eight
‘ Hours at lealt. After they are thus calcined,
¢ put them into adry clean earthen Pan, which
¢ muft not be above three Parts full, that there
¢ may be room for the Swelling of the Egg
¢ Shells in Slaking. Let the Pan ftand unco-
‘ver’d in a dry Room for two Months and
‘no longer.” In this time the Ege Shells will
¢become of a milder Tafte, and that Part
< which is fufficiently calcined will fall into a
‘Powder of fuch a Finenefs as to pafs through
¢a common Hair Sieve 5 which is to be done
‘accordingly.

¢ In like manner, Take Garden-Snails with
“their Shells,clean’d from the Dirt, fill a cru-
¢ cible.of the fame Size with them whole, co-
¢ver it, and place itin a fire asbefore, till the
¢ Snails have done {moaking, which will be in
‘about an Hour, taking care that they do not
‘continue in the Fire after that. They are

‘then
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¢ then to be taken out of the Crucible, and
- ¢immediately rubbed in a Mortar to a fine
« Powder, which ought to be of a very dark
¢ grey Colour.

Note, If Pit-Coal be made ufe of, it will
be proper, in order that the Fire may
the fooner burn clear on the Taop, that
large Cynders and not frefb Coals, be
placed upon the Tiles which cover the
Crucibles.

¢ Thefe Powders being thus prepar’d, take
‘the Egg-Shell Powder of Six Crucibles, and
“the Snail Powder of one, mix them toge-
¢ ther, rub them in a Mortar, and pafs rhem
‘through a Cyprefs Sieve. This Mixture is
‘immediately to be put up into Bottles, which
‘muft be clofe ftopped, and kept in a dry
‘ Place for Ufe. 1 have generally added a {mall
‘ Quantity of Swines-Crefles burnr to a Black-
‘ nefs, and rubb’d fine 5 but this 1 was only
¢ with a View to difguife it. .

“ The Egg Shells may be prepar’d at any
¢ Time of the Year, butitis beft ro do them
¢in the Summer. The Snails ought only to
‘be prepar’'d in May, Fume, Fuly and Auguft ;
‘and I efteem thofc beft which are done in
‘the firft of thefe Months.

The Decoction is thus prepar'd :

f Take four Ounces and a half of the beft

¢ Alicant Soap, beatit in a Mortar wirth a
¢ large
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¢large Spoonful of Swines-Crefles burnt to a
“Blacknefs, and as much Honey as will make
‘the whole of the Conlfiftence of Pafte. Let
‘this be form’d into a Ball . ;

¢ Take this Ball, and Green Chamomile or
“Chamomile Flowers, Sweet Fennel, Parfley
“and Burdock Leaves, of each an Ounce.
‘(When there are not Greens, take the fame
‘ Quantities of Roots) cut the Herbs or Roots,
“flice the Ball, and boil them in two Quarts
‘ of {oft Water half an Hour, then ftrain it off,
“and {wecten it with Honey.

The Pills are thus prepared :

~ ¢“Take equal Quantities by Meafure, of
¢ Snails calcin’d as before, of wild Carrot
¢ Seeds, Burdock Seeds, Afhen Keys, Hips and
<Hawes, all burnt to a Blacknefs, or, which
¢is'the fame thing, till they have donc {moak-
<ing s mix them together, rub them in a
« Mortar, and pafs them thro” a Cyprefs Sieve.
«Then take alarge Spoonful of this Mixture,
<and four Ounces of the beft Alicant Soap,
<and beat them in a Mortar with as much
<Honey as will make the whole of a proper
« Confiftence for Pills. Sixty of which are
<to be made out of cvery Ounce of the
« Compofition.

| The
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The Method of giving thefe Medicines is.
as follows :

¢ When there isa Stone in the Bladder or
‘Kidneys, the Powder is to be taken three
‘times a Day, «i/z. in a Morning after
*Breakfaft, in the Afternoon about five or fix,
“and at going to Bed. The Dole is a Dram
¢ Averdupoiz, or s6 Grains, which is to be
‘mix’d in a large Tea Cup full of white Wine,
“Cyder, or fmall Punch; and halt'a Pintof
‘the Decoftion is to be drank, either cold
‘or milk-warm, after every Dofe.

“Thefe Medicines do frequently caufe
¢ much Pain at firft 5 in which Cafe it is pro-
¢ per to give an Opiate, and repeat it as often
“as there is Occafion.

“If the Peggon be coftive during the ufe of
“ them, let himtake as much Lenitive Ele&tua-

‘ry, or other Laxative Medicine as may be
‘ fufficient to remove that Complaint, butnot

“‘more: For it muft be a principal Care at
“all times to prevent a Loofenefs, which
“would carry off the Medicines; and if this
“does happen, it will be proper to ‘increafe
‘the Quanity of the Powder, which is aftrin-
“gent 5 or leflen that of the Deco&ien which
“is laxative ; or take fome ‘eother fuitable
- ¢Means, by the Advice of Phyficians®.

I+ <During the Ufe of ‘thefe Medicines,
“the Perfon ought to abftain from Salt Meats,

‘ red
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‘red Wines, and Milk, drink few Liquids,
¢and ufe little Exercife, that {o the Urine
“may be more ftrongly impregnated with the

¢ Medicines, and the longer retained in the
¢ Bladder.

¢ If the Stomach will not bear the Decac-
¢ tion, a fixth Part of the Ball made intoPills
“ muft be taken after every Dofe of the Pow-
¢ der, |

‘Where the Perfon is aged, of a weak
‘Conftitution, or much reduced by Lofs of
¢ Appetite or Pain, the Powder muft have a
“greater Proportion of the calcin’d Snails than
‘according to the foregoing Diredtion ; and
“this|| Proportion may be increafed fuitably to
‘the Nature of the Cafe, till there be equal
‘partsof the two Ingredients. The Quantity
‘alfo of both Powder and Decodtion may be
‘leflened for the fame Reafons.” But as {oon
‘as the Perfon can bear it, he fhould rake
‘them in the above mentioned Proportions
‘and Quantities.

‘Inftead of the Herbs and Roots before
‘mentioned, I have fometimes ufed others,
“as Mallows, Marfhmallows, Yarrow red and
‘white, Dandelion, Water-Crefles and Horfe=
‘Raddilh Root ; but do not know of any
“material Difference.

“This is my Manner of giving the Powder

¢and Decoction.  As to the Pills, their c%?f
« Ule
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¢ Ufe is in Fits of the [||| Gravel, attended
® with Pain in the Back and Vomiting, and
“ in Suppreflions of Urine from a Stoppage
“in the Ureters. In thefe Cafes, the Perfon
¢ is to take five Pills every Hour, Day and
¢ Night, when awake, till the Complaints be
¢ removed. They will alfo prevent the For-
¢ mation of Gravel and Gravel Stones in
¢ Conftitutions fubjet to breed them, if
* Ten or Fifteen be taken every Day.

June 16, 1730. J. StEPHENS,

HE Preamble of this A¢7, is indecd a

a very high Compliment to her, and
would feem to infinuate, (#) that this Spin-
fter bath acquired a Knowledge of Med:-
cines, and the Skill of preparing them, (pat-
ticularly for removing the Caufe of the pain-
ful Diflemper of the Stone) beyond what is
known by the “Perfons learned in the Sci-
ence of Phyficks which I freely own I
fbould abfolurely demy, were it not for this
A& of Parliament, which feems to {ay it,
However, thofe who have accepted of at-
tending her Noffrum, or thar of being in-
firu@ed by her, may allow it to be {o, if
they think fic. Yet 1 would not willingly
grant or imagine, but that they muft, or
ought to have known much more of Mec-
dicines {even for this Maladie) and their
C pro-

() Vide Preamble to her A&, or as before obferved, page 4.
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proper Preparations, than fhe was ca-
pable of knowing ; if otherwife, I am
heartily forry for it. Or if truc (as it is
reported) that they made anfwer when
fpoke to on this occafion, that they cculd
make no fudgment of it; or, that they
conld not fay any thing to it, without they
knew what it was : Which would feem

indeed to infinuate, as if they defired to'

know what it was. Or as if deficient in
the due Knowledge, what the Nature of the
beft Medicines were, or what fuch could do
in the like Cafe. As for my.own part, I
never fhould have thank’d or given her the
very lealtAcknowledgment for her Difcovery
thercof to me; and [ always declared my
felf fo from the very Beginning. Nay I was
well fatisty’d, in effe& I ftill knew ir, that
is, the material Part thereot, which I can {uf-
ficiently prove. Thus I was the firlt who
declared rhe principal Ingredient therein to
be doap, and which was afterwards much
minded and fpoken of by the Profeflion ;
we then heard much Talk of S4po, and the
many Firtues thereof. This however muft
have been well and fufhiciently known and
ufed by moft of the Profeflion (much recom-
mended and fpoken of by Boerbaave,) tho’
poflibly not altogether fo greatly or very
frequently ufed in this Cafe here mention-

ed. Yet what indeed is Oif and Syrup of

Marfbmallows, but a better kind of Seap,
L ot

R

Py
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or Oil and Salt 2 {o very well known, and
fo much and fo frequently ufed. Astothe -
Powders, fhe acquaints us that they are
affringent, and fecm principally to be for bal-
lancing the /axative Quality of the Soap or
“Decoltion, tho of this more hercafter, But
I know not whether we may not as yet be
allow’d a little further to obferve, that in
the fame Preamble to this AE2, it makes
mention only of her Medicines and Skil/
of removing the Caufe of the painful ‘Dif-
temper of the Stome, yct fays nothing
throughout the whole 4é#, of 4iffolving,
curing, or carrying off cither Szome or Gravel,
in {uch who have already cither one or the
other 5 only the Caufe, or Occalion there-
of. Nor is there even the leaft mention
made of relieving the Patient in the violens
Fits of fuch who have either Malady already
confirm’d in them. Ncicher doces this {aid
Aét probably appearto comg up tothe Title

thercof.
We fhall now then in the firlt or next
place obferve, that this moft admirable Mc-
~ dicine or Receipt, withthe Methaed of pre-
paring, is, it’'s faid, publithed by Order
of the Truftces nawmed in the 4¢t of ‘Parlia-
ment, and confequently is fo far approved
by them, as to judge it worthy the pablifhing
even inthe Gazette. Nay the Traffees,
who are of the Profeflion, in particular,
fecem plainly to approve fuch Publicatic :
Crz oL



14 Obfervations on Mrs. Stephens's

or at leaft have not {hewed the leat Care, or
‘Regard, towards correcting the various Incon-
confijiencies, Impropriecies, Contradilions,
or [ollies, therein contained. Which Care
methinks the Pablick might very reafonably
expedt from fuch, if any way obferved by
them ; {o duly and properly, I fay, to haveex-
amined the f{ame, asthat it might, at leaft,
appear to be fomewhat confiftent with ir felf,
or in fome degree fit to appear to the Pub-
lick. She beginsthen with obferving to us
that her Medicines are, a Powder, De-
coftion and ‘Pills. Now 1 cannot omit
taking notice, that Mr. Bolton, one of her
principal and beft Inftances fhe or hér Adhe-
rents arc able to produce, as well'as feveral
others I could name, did never take any
ofher Piils ; {o that they {eem not abfolute-
Iy neceflary, (at leaftto all.) Befides, What
indeed are  her Pills according to her own
Account, but the fame things, f¢ wf, Soap
and Powders? Or that which makes the
Decoition and Powders 2 And confequent-
ly, fhe or they might even by the fame Rule
have full as well difcovered, or acquainted
usalfo with her Eleétuary, or Linétus, with
her Tablets or Trochifiks, érc. Or why in-
decd not tell us that fhe has a fourth Medi-

cine, to wit, that of the Ball, which is afs

terwards taken notice of 4y zhe bye. Now,
as to her Calcination, or choice of Egg
Shells,
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Shells, and that of Spails, 1 know of very
little, if any difference at all, between Shells
or Teftaceous Subftances when calcin'd, all
being in effect buta kind of unflack’d Lime;
fo I always judg'd indeed her Powder prin-
cipally to be calcin’d Oyfter Shells, whigh I
am well farisfied, is full as good.

**4t The Decoltion, fays the, 7s made
by boilmg fome Herbs, in water ; and
in realiry it matters not much what Herbs,
as fhe tells us foon thereafter. However,
‘'we will, at leaft, fuppofe ‘'¢em the moft com-
monly known Herbs for gravellith Difor-
ders, or indeed thecommon Clyjier Herbs,
to wit, f+Chamomile, Mallows, [weet Fen-
nel, &c. As to the Pills, befides part of
the forefaid Powder or Shell Snails calcin' d,
the is pleafed to add Wild Carrot Seed,
Burdock Seeds, Afben-keys, Hips and
Hawes, all burnt to a Blacknefs. And when
thus burnt to a Coal, what are they, or can
they be better than any other Sceds {fo burnt
to a Coal? In a word, amcer Chip in Por-
ridge : Or, in reality, notabit better than her
Swines Cre[fes burnt to a Blacknefi and rub-
bed fine s which fhe is frankly pleafed to own,
fhe' does only with a View to difpuife it.
Mighty well hinted truly! Yer withoutSwines
Creffes in particular,who but the Devi/ him-
felt thould have been able to find out the
Snails calcin’d, Wild Carrot Seeds, Burdock

Seeds,

+f P8 P+t
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Seeds, AfbenKeys,Hips and Hawes,all burnt
70 a Bfafﬁﬂeﬁ', or a Coal, together with all
the other PROCESSES, Mm’zrme:, Mix-
fwres, and particular Quantities, fo very ne-
ceflary to be publifh’d, is what is far beyond
my Comprehenfion, unlefs it had been her
tutoring Truftees of the Profeflion, who
might, perhaps, without fuch proper dif-
guife have difcover’d, or found it out of
themfelves. Nay,even alfo, thatthe Snails
thould be neceflarily gathered in May,June
or July, or beft ftill the firft of thefe Months.
As for Hips and Hawes they can only be
had towards the Autumn. Chips and Straws
may indeed be had all the year. Thus judge
whether the waited all chefe rimes.

Well, but now, after her fo very exa&k
Method of making of her Pzlls, the, at laft,
acquaints us, that 7f zhe Stomach will
not bear the Decoltion, a [ixth part of the
Ball made into Pills mufl be .f:zkm after
every ‘Dofe of the Powders. Mighty well
truly ; here the Ba// {erves for, or makes
the P://s ; which Ba//, by the bye, accor-
ding to her own Account, is only Sezp
with Swines Creffes, burnt toa Blacknefs to
difguife it : For asto the foney {be is pleafed
to mention there to be added, that feems
needful only to bring the neceflary burnt
Creffes to the proper Confiftence of a Ball
or Pafte, of which Confiftence the Soap was of

it

*
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it felf before. And thus the whole original
Secret does in reality appear to be plan Soap,
whether for the Decoétion, or for the Pilis.
And I am alfo fully convinced, that fhe thus
originally ufed it, until fhe fell into the
hands of her Friends of the Profeflion, who
feem but too plainly to have taught her this
moft notablef'arragoherccooked uptogether,
with that very fingular manner of preparing
and confounding the Whole ; fo as that
hardly any private Perfon fhould compre-
hendor properly beable to do it; or that they
could not think it worth their own while of
preparing it; whatever Apothecaries might
chufe to do in undertaking fo to make it
for them. Defidesthis, a fecond Confide-
ration feems to offer, fo wit, that it might
thus be more valued when puzzled or hid.
Yet what pity, methinks it was, on adding
fuch a number of ‘Diuretic Seeds, Herbs,
&e. they had not even added all the Lirbon-
triptics, or ‘Diureticks and Ewmollients
that are known in ufe amongft us; o that
fomewhat might hit, tho’ moft were burnz :
Yet without burning the #hole, orthe Re-
ceipt, which I incline not that the Tru/ffees
fhould fufpe& to be my Meaning. For my
own part, [ always judged and am fully {a-
tisfied, that the plawneft and fimpleft Med;-
cines, as well as the like manner of prepa-
ring, is always the beft and moft eligible.

Nci-
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Neither would I ever value or give the very
leaft confideration for the Knowledge of
fuch aconfufed, filly,ill-contriv'd Mixture of
Zhings 5 or fuch an idle and moft ridiculous
Preparation thereof ; fince we muft or ought
- to know on which we depend, or which it
is that principally does the Fear. And there-
fore accordingly it is, that we confide and
rely, in one fimple Medicine, as that of Merc:
the Bark, Ipecacuan, Rhubarb, Opium,
&r¢. in the moft intricate, or moft difhicult
Cafes. I might further obferve on this Head,
of her Aflitance from her Zutors of the
Profeffion in the cooking up of this Receipt,
that the Words, Drefs and Manner thercof,
feem pretty plainly to difcover it; as that
of her Crucibles of the twelfth Size,
to acquire an acrid Taffe,—— calcine, —
Averdupois,—Suppreffion of Urine from a
Stoppage in the Ureters,—— Formation of
Gravel, impreguated, retai-
wed, &¢. And now I fhall next obferve to
my Reader, that I cannot but frankly and
freely own, that I afferted her Powder (be-
fore her Difcovery thereof) to be burnt
Oy/ter Shells, mix'd with Sa/ Prune!/; and
I cannot but at the {fame time own, that 1
am yet a little of the fame Opinion ftill,
from my tafting it. And this I am the more
readily induc’d tobelieve ,or more confirm’d
in, by Mr.Bolton's Paper of Powders, which I

care-
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carcfully examined (and which were made up
in a very grear hurry, as he acquainted me,
occafion’d by her mulriplicity of Bufinefsat
that time) fince they were cxtremely diffe-
rent in their Tafte; the one appearing to
be very fenfibly firong of the Salt, or Nitres
whillt the other proved quite infipid, or
without any (uch like Saltzfh Taffe, which I
likewife made Mr. Bolton himfclf to ob-
ferve at that verytime; and who then en-
deavoured to excufe i, by telling me of her
great hurry, ¢&¢. It fhcws however the
Uncertainty of her Preparations, even in
fuch where fhe can any way pretend they
have been the moft fuccefsful, as in this
Cafe. Yet this I am fill well fatisty’d in,
that the calcin’d Opfter Shells with Nitre
is the better Medicine of the two. Never-
thelefs it may not allo be amifs, yet fur-
ther to remark of her Powder, that the
principal ufe thercof, which fhe her felf
feems to give it, is thatof its being an A/~
tringent, {o to prevent the Patient from
falling into a Loofenefs, from the grear ufe
of the Decottion, which the acquaints us is
laxative, as Soap, no doubt, is, and yet
more particularly with Warer. Bur now
according to her own Method and Docirine,
why, I pray, give lemitive Eletluary or other
laxative DMedicines upon the Patient’s be-

ing thus render'd coftive by the great ufe of
D her
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her Mcdicine or Powder? Since it is plain,
and even granted by ber own Obfervation,
that if the Perfon forbears the Powder, or that
he takes lefler, or but fmall Quantity of
‘em ; and at the fame time more of the Dle-
&oétion, it will thus render the Body more
lax, and confequently, at leaft, anfwer the
full Intention of the lemitive Eleftuary.
Nay, it fhould thus, furely, methinks, be
far preferable ; becaufe thus altogether per-
form’d by the fole Ufc of ber own Non-fuch
Remedy. Neither would there then be any
occafion for the Patient’s taking fuch an un-
neceffary and zmproper Quantity of this fo
conftipating Powder.

As to the vaft Parn fhe {peaks of, whichit
occafions in fome, and for which the accor-
dingly advifes Op:ates, that appears plainly
likewife to be an 1dle fogg-frot, fhe probably
has lately learn’d from fome of the Profef-
Jftom. Such Pain, no doubr, proceeds from
her over or exceflive Dofings, of which Mr.
Boltor became perfeétly fenfible, and by my
Advice for a while" forbore the exceffive
Ufé thereof 5 or that of taking it in {uch
Quantity, or fo often as {he had ordered
him ; and which fhe did notthen perfift in,
but feemed readily and willingly to agree
thereto, on my telling him to acquaint her,
that I advifed it as the beft and fafeft Me-
thod. Nay, he had even in a great mea-

{fure

b
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fure refolved (after three Wecks taking it)
entirely to have left it off, from the Fie-
lence of the Pain it put him to, (and as he
al{o judged himfelf racher worfc than better)
but that I perfuaded him fince he had come
fo far, to try it yet farther 5 and that he
{hould at lcaft, continue it double that time,
but to lefien the Quantity, or nort to take it
fo often ; nay, that he might fo find the
Ufe thereof (as of other Diurctic or fuch
like Medicines) and which he accordingly
did.

Well, but in the next Paragraph on the Doc-
trine of Laxatives, fhe is pleafed to obferve,
and to compliment the Phyficians, poflibly,
or pmbably, by the Advice of fome of her
tutoring ‘Friends of the Profeffion, to wit,
on ti*nr part of occafionally lnipmfr the Pa=
tient to a Stool, for which, I Zake, fays
the, zhe ﬁu’:m’n’e Means oy the dvice af a
Phyficians; for which ufe, fhe thus feems
willing or inclinable to allow them ro be
fie dﬂd’ proper. 1 hope they are ro be very
learned ones for that Purpofe 5 and none I
think more compleat and well accom-
plihed for thar, than fuch her furoring
Friends of the Profeffion: And yet, who
indced can be more fir, if {o proper, as this
fo very knowing Lady herfelf, who thus

teackes all the Profeffion.

D 2 o S
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+f As to her Obfervations on Dyer, 1
will venture to fay, that fhe knew very little
or rather nothing of that Affair in the Be-
ginning ; or when I firft vifited fome of
her principal Paticnts, at that rime under
her Carc; and very poflibly or probably,

{he loft nothing by the Hints (on this Sub=-

je&t fhe might pick up amongft her Pati-
ents) which came from fome of us.

Now, towards the end of this good Fe-
malc’s Prefcription, fhe is plealed to ac-

quaint us, that where the Perfon is aged,

of a weak Conftitution, or much reduccd by
the lofs of Appetite or Pain 5 we are then
to alter her Powder, and to give or mix a
a greater proportion of the calcin'd Snails,
fustably to the || Natare of tie Cafe.
Mighty well again ; and now ict the moft
[earned Difciples and Followers of thisvery
knowing Female, decide or determine this
proper and neceffary Quantity ; for my own
part, I dare {wear and promife, 1 fhall never
attempt it, or ever endeavour to difcover
that great Myflery 5 it may, indeed, be moft
fit and only proper for fuch knowing 4depts
her Followers, to pretend to. Bot astothe
leflening, or increafing of the Quantities
of her Medicines (there alfomenrioned in the
-faid Receipr) accordingly as the Perfon can
bear it : 1 well remember, that in the
Cafes publithed by Dr. Hartley, as well as

the

vl}..
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the common Pretence, to be, where the
Patient was fo very weak or {queamifh, as
not able to take the full Quantitics as or-
dered ;5 then died, grew worfe, o hat they
left off 5 it was always alledged by hicr, or
her Adherents, that the real Faulr was, theip
not having taken a fufficzent  iantity of het
ML;‘-I'L'i['lE.

lll Laitly, Astothe Pills, fays the, they
are principally or moft properly to be taken
in particular Cafes, as that of Fizs of Gravel
and yet fhe before advifes them as a Suece-
dancum for the Decoltron, where the Pa-
tient cannot {o well takeit; or that it does
not agree with them, and {o confequently is
proper to remove the principal Malady, to
wit, either S7ome or Gravel. The Lady
Bl -z lays, the Decoction not agreeing
with her, fhe inclined to have taken the
Pills, but that Mrs. Stephens told her they
would nor do ; whether {o, or from any
‘ private Realons fuch Anfiwer was made, we
cannot determine.

In fine, it feems hardly worth the while
to trouble the Publick (at prefent) with
much more on this ff=ple Subj:c?, only this,
mecthinks, we may add, it onc Would be
fomewhat ready to imagine, that there had
been a whole Poffe of viteran Females, not
to ule the horth Exprcflion of o/d Women
that had ail been aflemblcd together, at the

con.




24 Oéfarvmz'ﬁm on Myrs. Stephens’.r

contriving, wording, and writing, of this
moft admirable and unparallell’d Receipt, al-
though there were not any fuch (as we are
willing to fuppofe) concern’d in the Publi-
cation thercof.

In a word, I cannot well help thinking
it were much to be wifh’d, for the further
Satisfaction of the Publick, that if fuch who
have the proper Power, and at the fame
time are fufficiently willing, duly to infpe&
into thefe fo laudable Affairs, fhould a
little more exaltly and particularly eXa-
mine #por ‘Oath (in a proper Court or
Place) this fo very ingenious and fo very
well-meaning Female, and poflibly not
worfe, if fome proper Perfons of the Pro-
feflion were prefent, fo I fay to ask When?
Where? From whom? Or how fhe origi-
nally came to the Knowledge of this fo very
valuable Receipt 5 together with the fo
very fingular and moft particular Method of
preparing thereof, &¢. And whether fhe
prepared, ufed and pra&ifed it in the fame
manner when fhe lived with the Barber, or
in that of the picking or working of Hair,
when in that Trade? As well as at what
time fhe firlt begun to pradtife the fame?
And who her firft Patients were ! Since
Joap has been long fufficiently known,
and particularly that commonly called a
Soap Batch or Soap only and Water, fo
frequently ufed by the Countrey Folks in

gra-
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gravelith Cafes, é&¢. As alfo whether fhe
had no help in the cooking up this Receipt?
and who it was fo aflifted her therein, and
how ?

But to {ift and examine {o very narrowly
into this Affair, might perhaps be to difco-
ver too much, and confequently not alto-
aether fo very fafhionable. In fhort, of
what great Ufe it is, or like to be, now
it is difcovered, either to my Reader, or to
the Publick, I muft leave them to judge.

Yet it may poflibly be advanced, notwith-
ftanding all here faid or obferved, thar the
whole of thefe Remarks amounts to very
little, fince Faé?s are ever preferable to all
forts of Ratiocination ; for that {fbe has not
only done Feats, but that the Affair is flill
yet further to be examin’d before thata pio-
per Certificate be given by the Truffees for
that purpufe. Now, if this be even grant-
ed, neverthelefs this A4¢7, methinks, does
not declare, certify or inform us, that fuch
Certificate is to be figned by the whole
Number, or even by the moft knowing in
thefe Affairs, butthat itis {uflicientiffign-
cd by the greateft Number of tholfe named ;
and itis greatly to be hoped, that fuch are
already very inclinable to be favourable to
her. :

And now then, finceI am alfo fome-
what inclinable to be favourable, 1 am con-

fequently
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fequently even ready likewife to admit,
when it is put to Tryal, by Ordcr, or un-
der the Examination of the Truflecs, that
it will or may even then do fome good,
(as well as other Things or Medicines daily
do.) Nay, perhaps, even fometinics as much
good as Oyl of Sweet Almounds, and Syr.
of Marfh-mallows is frequently obferved to
do: Or yet, whether ftill more than that,
or altogether fo bencficial as fome other
things, I am even willing, likewife toleave
underermined. Nay, I am ftill ready to go
furiher in this, and therefore I will as yet
{uppofe, that by the taking of an extraordi-
nary Quantity of thefe Medicines, the Sto-
mach becomes thus over-charged and load-
cd (as it certainly does with fome who can-
not fo well bear it as others) it may thus, I
fay, in fome meafure hinder "em from load-
ing or overcharging their Stomachs with
other Food, as not thus to be {o able to
bear it, and confequently, not to create {o
great a Quantity of fugerfluous Humours,
occafioned by over-eating of their ufual Ali-
ment, e, And therefore, from that ab-
ftemious Way of Living, tho’ fo artificially
brought on, they may find themfelves bet=
ter.  Notwithitanding all this here allow’d,
I fhould neverthelefs be very willing to
know, whether all Patients, who are made

fo, or may become better from any fuch
Caulc ;
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Caufe ; or asyet, from the due Ufe of any
other Medicine 3 Whether fuch, /4e or
fve, 1fay, who adminifters that, would
have Title or Pretence, 20 any Reward 2
- becaufe, if they have, many of the Profef-
fion (probably} might fo come in for fome-
thing likewifc. However, fince the Tru-
SPees arc {o benevolent to propofe, faithful-
ly to examine into the good Efteéts of this
fo very notable Noffrum, Method, or Me-
dicine, that they may accordingly do
themfelves and the Publick Fuftice and Sa-
tisfaltion, it might not, perhaps, be very
greatly amifs, were they to have {fome foit
of Regard to the following Thoughts,
which, if they fhould not fo readily have
been advetted to by them or others, 1 do
here humbly offer to their, or the pub-
lick View, wiz. That after having exa-
mined the proper Patients, to experiment
on, they would accordingly be pleafed
to chufe a fuflicient number, many of
them alfo to be as nearly alike, as can be
fuppofed in Circumftances, or Ailments,
Conlftitution, and Largenefs of the Stone, or
Quantity of the Gravel, &, and fo to give
them various Medicines, as Diureticks, &e.
in ufe with the Profeflion in fuch like Cafes.
And thus carefully to obferve, which it is,
that has the beft Effe@, whether that of this
Female, or ail, or any of the others, I

might
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might perhaps here be expetted to fay fome=
thing farther on the Difficulties which may
poflibly arife on this Propofal ; but it is
fufficient that 1 lcave it to the Truftees, to
confider and improve this Hint, as well as
to the Practitioners of the Hofpstals, whoare
fo curious and expectative as to judge it
worth their while to try and follow her
Prefcription, not (it feems) being f(uthici-
ently before acquainted with the Effects of
fuch like Medicines, or Hodge-potch Compo-
{itions.

And now there remains one Obfervation
more, I would as yet add, which is, that
whatfoever great good there is in this Grand
Medicine, 1 always freely declared before
it's Difcovery, as I now do fo ftill; that
even f{he not any more than her Followers,
is acquainted ; nay, are emtirely ﬂﬂarg#ﬁ;n-
ted, with that which is the principal thing,
or the beft and moft ufeful part of the w hole
Receipt 5 or where it is {uch Virtue lics, ot
the improvement thereof, which according-
ly has better or worfe Effects, by a fort of
meer Chance, as they happen to ufeit. But
if here urged, Why do I not difcover it
if Ipretend to know it? I imagine then,
that I may be allowed to anf{wer, that I
know not that it is incumbent on me, to
teach orinftruct her, or her Followers, with-

- out
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out being aflured of my proper Share ofthe
Pl—d—r. Nay, whether I may even de-
{ferve fome Sort of Confideration from her,
or the Publick (in thus lavithly fpending my
- timc on this Subject) by writing thefe Re-
marks, Hints and Fxplanations, here ta-
ken notice of, I muft leave to them to judge.
Yet were it rather to be left to me and my
Friends (as fome may have the good luck to
have it) I doubt not, I fay, bur thar then we
fhould be full ready to -determine very fa-
vourably therein.

I do asyet take theLiberty ofadding fome
few Thoughts on the Subjett of granting due
Encouragements, for proper and ufeful Dif-
coverics in Phyfick.

The following Letter was intended to
have been put into one of the publick
Papers, during the lafl Seffion of Par-
liament,

.

F the Pablick Health be that which (in
¢ A the prefent Juncture) is truly wifh'd,
¢ fought for, and intended, without Biafs,

e’)-c I then offer the following Thoughts s
¢ but if any finifter, intercfted Mutw;s (or
¢ private Views) can be imagin’d to be the
¢ principal End, the Reader need go no fur-

‘ ther.
E 2 £ Xt
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¢ Yet fince I am willing to fuppofe it in

¢ the beft Senfe, I fhall then infarm you,
¢ that many years ago, 1 propofed to the
¢ then Secretaries of State, Mr. Addifon, as
¢ well asLord Stankope, that which 1 was
¢ well fatisfied muft be greatly for the pub-
¢ lick Benefit; but they ovgrlooked the Af-
¢ fair, as judging it not fo properly to be-
¢ long to them, ¢&¢. However, time f{oon
¢ fhew'd the contrary ; it being not long
¢ thercafter, that a Council of Health was
¢ appointed in France, (as well as here) on
¢ occafion of the Plague then at Marfeslles :
¢ And now, the Houfe¢ of Comimons have
¢ thought fit to take fuch Matters (in rela-
¢ trion to Health) into their Confideration
¢ for publick Benefit. The Purport of what
¢ I then or now haveto offer, is this, That
¢ publick Rewards be given ot granted, to
¢ {uch who d¢fcover, or find out any thing
¢ for the Publick Good this way : that is, to
¢ the real Improvers of Phyfick. But then,
¢ that the Publick may not be fo liable to be
¢ impofed on, let a Council for examining
¢ Improvments in Phyfick be appointed, or
¢ proper Perfons to examine into the Reality
¢ of thofe Improvements, or the Uféand Va-
¢ fue of fuch ‘Diftoveries : And for the molt
¢ effe¢tual Method thereto, all who pretend
“ to a (ufhcient Knowledge of Affairs of this
¢ Wature, may give in their proper Schemes,
| ¢ for
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¢ for the bringing fuch a Work to the grea-
¢ teft Perfetion ; as well as how to make
¢« Choice of the moft proper, knowing, and
¢ unbyaffed Fudges. And thefe Thoughts
¢ to be given in againft {fome certain Day
¢ fixed, not to be perufed, or open’d, till
¢ then ; and foto be confider’d and put in
¢ Execution, according to the Merit and Rea-
¢ fonablenefs of the Propofal. The which
¢ if good, and truly and juftly followed, the
¢ whole World would owe us the greateft
¢ Obligations ; and by fuch a wife and lau-
¢ dable Proceedure, our Nation might thus
¢ oain eternal Fame.
Yours, &c.

N.B. The Bufinefs of the College of Phy-
ficians, is mot to examine into tbe
‘Difcoveries or Improvements made
in Phyfick, but to authorize thofe
Sit to Praétice 5 or to hinder ignorant
Practitioners from doing it.

ADVERTISEMENT.

HERE juft now appears (fince my
fending thefe Obfervations to the
Prefs (a Pamphlet in Behalf, or in Vindica-
tion of Mrs. Stephens and her Medicine,
call'd, Truth unvail'd for the Publick Good.

I



ADFERTISEMENT.

I might, ’tis true, have call’d mine, Truth
apvaild (on tother Side of the Queftion)
for the Publick Good. But 1 can hard-
ly, indeed, imagine or judge this faid
Pamphlet any way deferving our, or
the Publick Notice. The Author thereof,
affumes thereto, a Name (viz. Pitcairn,)
methinks, might fullas well have been let
alone, He at firft then, fets out to anf{wer a
Pamphlet, feemingly, very Zirtle material,
And next, in order to make up a Pamphles
of his own, fills, or {wells it with a Parcel
of Cafes, {overy frequently heard of, and
often already publifthed, that this, with her
Receipt, makes up the Whole. And now
I fhall take the Liberty of adding likewife,
which I forgot to mention in its proper
Place, to wit, in her Diretions on Dyert ;
where (he fays, Drink few Liquids,
that [0 the Urine may be more firongly im-
pregnated with the Medicines, and the lon-
ger retain'd in the Bladder: 1f fo, I fay,
I fhould be mighty glad to know, Why
then make or give ‘Decoétzon? in which there
is {o much Water or Liquid. Would it
not have been much better, according to
this Doctrine, tohave adminifter’d the faid
Med;ines dry ¢ whether in Pr//s or other-
wife. But of this more hireafter, if the
Publick fhould require it, or think it any
way neceflary. |

1IN IS
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ADVERTISEMEN T.

I N CE this Pamphlet has been printed, I was yefterday in-

form'd by fome Adherents to Mrs. Stephens ((aid to be rela-
ted by D. Hartley,) That there were two Patients, who fome
time ago had been founded by proper Operators, who found
Stones in them ; and they having taken F/[rs. Stephens’s Medi-
cines, were now found, upon fecond Examination, to be with-
out any. I fhall not here make any Objeétions to this Account,
as that fome have been founded, nay even cut too by {ome of
our moft famous Operators, and thereon by them declared to
be without any Stones; and yet have been found to have had
confiderable Stones ftill remaining in them, whether when yet a-
live or dead ; whillt others have been cuc by fuch alfo for the
Stone, who had none, &¢. But rather putting thefe Relations
now given out concerning this Succefs, upon the moft favou-
rable Iflue for the Purpofes defired and propofed, I need only
in that Cafe recommend the Reader to the Perulal of the Po/ffferips
to my firft Letter herein; where I allow, and am fatisfy'd, that
it will be {fo in fome Cafes ; nay, that even Water alone will
fome times have fuch-lite Effzé2. And fhould this be call'd in
any great queltion, after what has already been faid in this
Pamphlet: I can, on fuch occafion, even call upon one of the .
Truftees, towhom I then made fuch Relation, probably, at leaft,
a Year and a half ago, Dr. 7 » prefent, and I think Sir
H alfo ; at that time inviting the faid Gentleman to
and fee a Stone of 2 confiderable Size, fo broke and brought a-
way by fuch-like Means, all into broken Pieces of Lamine,
fo that they can as yet be put together {o to make up the
whole Stone. Although I am of opinicn this operating Truffes
never had the Curiofity to enquire, or ever to fee it. But let.
us now fuppofe the very beft we can of this Medicine, 1 fhall
then only hereadd, that in fuch cafe (for Reafons before hinted)
I imagine I even then deferve the beit Share of {uch Reward.
Though according to all Appearance, as Matters feem to be
carried on at prefent, fome feem to be much more eager thdn
my felf, at ftrenuoufly endeavouring to procure or get fuch Re-
ward to be the moft {peedily deliver'd ; poflibly, left the worlt




PPRE FA CE

E following Cafes, and Papers, bave lain by me

@ confiderable time (as obfervable by them ) in

a word, fome from the lime of Mrs. Stephens

maﬁng any great Noife in the World. I bave accord-

ingly publifbed them, much as ibey were originally wris.

So that if the Manner or Parts of fuch ccounts fbould

appear to be writ at different times, it need not jeem

very firange. Neither bave I carefully sndeavour’d

20 polifl the Style, not judging that greatly neceffary to
Jpend much time therzin,

I bave nevertbelefs endeavoured to keep as near and
exail to Truth as poffible; and if therefore, notwith-
Seanding this, there fhould bappen to be any thing bere-
in inconfiftent, or contrary to that friit Veracity I
bave aimed at, I can only fincerely affure my Reader,
that it was no way intended. Neither do | imagine,
tbat if there fbould be any thing improperly reprefznted,
that it will be found to be in any very maierial Point g
if it fhould, which I flatter my felf it will uot, none
Shall be more ready to acknowledge fuch Error, -and to
make proper and publick Atonement for it. Ids at
the fame time moft fincerely and [ilemnly declare, that
I bave not bitherto, neither do I now owe the leafl ill
Will to Mrs. Stephens, as fome may but too readily
fuggeft or imagine : For why fhould lindeed ? fince fbe
never inclined, intended, or did ma the leaft Injury that
I know of 5 unlefs I would (uppofe ber kaving injur’d or
mifled the Societyy of which I am a Part. The even

2 i
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in this particular, 1 fhould be more ready to blame
others than her, - :

But why as yet, I pray, muft a Man be lpoked uposx
as an Enemy to this notable Female ? Is it fo, becaufe
be is willing and ready to inflruét or inform bis Soci-
ety, fo to avoid the Errors they are like to fall into ?
Is not this bis Duty to the Society of which be is a Mem-
ber ¢ INay, even to Mankind in general: Or is it not
what ihey are reafonably to expelt of him 2 And is be
not tv aver Truth wthout Fear, or Favour, to any
particular? *Tis well if thofe who judge otherwife,
be not Enemies to their Society, and Mankind in
general,

Yet whatfoe’er 1. may bave faid in the following Pa-
persy or bowfoe’er I may (by fome) be reprefented, fer-
baps, in being thought in what I bave writ concerning
this Female Praftitioner, lo bave done it in an over-
pointed Style or Manner, if if appears fo to them, yet
I know not but it is fully as allowable where the
publick Intereft is at flakey as all or any part of this
I have fo faid.

At the fame time I cannot but fay, bowfoe’er fevere
I may herein appear 1o have been, it would even to
me feem bard, fhould fbe receive nothing from the Pub-
lick for ber Difcovery (fince invited or advifed there-
t03) and that too, notwithftanding ber Difcovery, may
not appear to me the moft fincere: 22t how much that
Gratuity ought to be, or what Share fhe deferves of
that Sum [pecified by the Publick, is what muft be
left as the Publick or the Trufiees fhall think proper to
determine. Or as yet whetber, cr bow far fuch who
have advifed or tutor’d her to ber own Difadvaniage,
ought accordingly to make good fuch Gratuity, or Sa-
tisfaction, fhe may be judg’d to deferve, is what I muft
leave to others to decide.

As to publifbing who I am, it will eafily enough be
known, fhould that be neceffary. And fbould the Name
enly ferve to fhew who gains the Victory on this Sub-

jeét
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jeét againft fuch Opponents, ¢ feems bardly worth
the while.
In fine, my Reader may likewife obferve by the fe-
cond Letter at the end of the Cafes, that I no way
feem to bave meant any ill Will to Mrs, Stephens.

N. B. It may not as yet be altogether improper 1
bere acquaint my Reader, that the other, or Second
Part, is call’d, Mrs. STEPHENS’s Receipt for the
Stone and Gravel, with proper Obfervations and
Explanations thereon, &c. writ by me alfo, and
publifp’d fome Montbs fince : Such therefore as bhave
already purchafed that, may bave this prefent Part by
it felf from the Publifber.

1t may not likewife be improper to inform my Rea-
der, that the forefaid Part, call’d, her Receipt, with
proper Obfervations thereon, &'c. thus firft publifb-
ed 5 the Pampbletfellers bave frequently, when call’d
for, inftead theresf (from what I bave obferved) deli-
vered, or [old to the Purchafer, quitz another Pam-
phlet, (in bebalf of Mrs. Stephens) call’d Truth un-
maik’d for the publick Good, &c. Of which idle
Pampbhlet I bave [poken a Word or two, at the end of
the Obfervations on the Receipt. 7bis faid Pampblet
bas [o been given in place of mine : That, ’lis true, like-
wife bas ber Receipt therein, with a few Cafes before
publifbed (by D. Hartley) to make a Pamphlet. 2%
bow [uch Blunder fo bappens I cannot fay (fince intirely
different Titles)-unlefs defigned by thofe Venders, the
more to promote the Sale of the other. Although I
more readily judge it to be, tbat baving fold mine, and
baving [lill the other by them (to fave Trouble,) give
the Purchafer that which remains with ibem. 8o that

be who defires to bave the right, muft examine theTitle,
which in full is,

Mrs. STepHENS’s RECEIPT for the Stone
and Gravel, with proper Obfervations and Ex-
planations
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planations thereon. Together with fome Hints
concerning the Preamble to the A& of Parliament
on that Subje€t. To which are added, fome few
Thoughts how moft properly to encourage valuable
Difcoveries, or real Improvements in Pbyfick or
Surgery. Printed for T, CooPERr, at the Globe in
Paternofter-Row. 1739. Price Sixpence,

Quere. Whether if this Medicine be often found
ufeful (by the long Continuance thereof) there will
not confequently be a Neceflity of often repeat-
ing it? if netalways to ufe it during Life ; and ftill
more, as the Patient grows in Years : Since Stones
and Grawvel ftill are engender’d from the fame Caufes,
particularly the older the Patient grows.

Secondly, Whether by the long Ufe of fuch ftrong
Diuretics, fo greatly forcing Nature out of her ufual
Road, we do not thus much change her common
Courfe? foasto alter the whole Animal Oeconomy,
and the ufual Secretions (hardly well to be recover’d
in old’ Age,) Nature and the whole Fabrick by this
Means fuffering. And laftly, thus becoming fo .
much the fooner deftroy’d.

- ERRATA.

Page 7, 1. 22, for no read on. P. 9, for Kerry r. Cary.
P. 24, |. 13, for her r, bim. And the Marks * 1 to the
Notes at bottom fhould be in the place of each other. P. 31,
1:15, for feem 1. feem’d;, and L. 31, at, mayhavein——-—
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A full EX_AMINIATI'ONI of
Mrs. Stephens’s Cures, &c.

] AVIN G Hhad the Curiofity to examine fé=
veral of the Patients of Mrs. Stepbens, in
' relation to the Cures for the Stone or Gravet

perform’d by her; I found them, as near as I can
poflibly judge, to be in the following Manner :

L.

~ Mr. Bull, at the Globe in St. Paul’s Church-yard,
having been much troubléa with the Gravel, and
being under her Care: I found him according to
his own Account to have beena Perfon who ufed to
drink his Bottle of Wine at leaft one a Day, (of
red Port;) though others have alledged to me;
it was oftner more likely 20 be two.  Whereas, now
being better, by the Ufe of her Medicines, &r.
for many Months, it is to be obferved that du-
ring all this time he quite alter’d his former Re-
gimen of Life, as that of eating no dry falt Meats,
arinking no red Wine, but inftead of the Quan-
tity and Quality aforefaid; only balf a Pint a
day of white Wine, add to this, about a Quart of
Water during that time (in which her Medicine
is diffolved) not ufed before. And though I do
not infift from this, on the Invalidity of ber Me-
dicires, or that they were of no Ufe; yet furely
had he ufed none fuch, but only to have obferved
the fame Regularity and Abftinence here {peci-
fy’d, in relation to Aliment, he unqueftionabl
muft have found himfelf better. This is more ful)-’r
ly and particularly proved, even eight Months af-
ter taking the faid Medicines, when he found hlign&

' B ¢
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{elf greatly better: he, neverthelefs, in November
laft, 1737, again fell very ill; but then it was al-
leddged, that he had not fo duly, or had fome
time negletted the taking her Medicines, Upon
this Pretence, I then, or on his Recovery, afked
him, Whether he bad not, during {uch time, alter-
ed his Method of Living, or to have been a lit-
tle more free in that? Which he frankly owned
ine he bad; and thus it plainly proved to me, that
bis Indifpofition, in a great meafure, depended on
the lIrregularity of his Living, as has been ob-
ferved,

N. B. This Patient is {til]l troubled with the

fame Malady, proportionably to thelrregularities of
his manner of Living. -

H.

I thall here alfo obferve, that I fpoke on the
like Occafion with the Honourable Mr. Carteret,
whoie Cafe may be as publithed by D. Hartley.
Yer this I think may not be improper alfo to be
added, according to that he related to me, viz. of his
Abitinence (fince taking the faid Remedy) from all
falt Mecats as above ; and tho’ always moderate in
Wine, yet fince the taking Mrs. Stepbens’s Medi-
cines, drinksnot above half hisufual Quantity of Cla-
rctat dinner, and full as little if any as fupper 5 where-
as he ufed formerly to drink his Pint or fo at each
Meal: he now alfo allow’d himfelf more frequent
Dravghts of fmall Beer, which he ufed not before.
This, with the Ule of a Pintand a balf of Water ber
Medicine 15 mix’d in, for a daily Addition, muft -
furely make a great Alteration in the alimentary
Way, and muft accordingly, of itfelf, prove to be
a much more diluent Method than formerly; and
confequently he might find himfelf better had he
even taken no fuch Medicines, tho’ allowed allo to
be ufcful, as other proper Medicines likewife might

' have
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have been, efpecially if continued fo long as thefe’
were, to wit, off and on, now at lealt two Years ;
and for ought I know ftill was in Continpance
thereof to the laft, But in fine, dying about a
Month ago, on opening him there were ftill two
Stones found in his Bladder, big as fmall Chefbuts,
though probably about three Years he had uled
this Medicine. But then the Anfwer firft was, that
he did not continue it regularly, or had not perhaps’
taken it for a Year, Yet on fecond Confideration,
the Afiftants to this good Woman, or her Confe-
derates, next obferv'd, theyfaw’d the Stones in two,
and thereby demonftrated to the Learned in Poli-
ticks, that her Medicine had had moft extraordi-
nary Effects towards wafting them, not perceptible
before, and might confequently have diffolved the
whole, had not the Patient thus unluckily made

his final Exit before this great Cure was duly per-
formed. '

1T,

Thus then it may not be improper to obferve on
what has been already faid, that Mr. Suape the
Turner in Panton-fireet, (a Cafe alfo publifh’d)
drank large Quantities of Decoétions of Herbs, as
Mallpws, &c. at his firft fetting out, before the
Ufe of her Medicine, as well as the ufing of confi-
derable Quantities of Oyl and Rum, which did ac-
cordingly bring away very large Quantities of Gra-
vel and Stones, of the latter, at lealt, thirty fmall .
_ones: at the fame time often ufing likewife the Le-
nitive LleCtuary ; which Lenitive he every now and

then continues to ufe even fince the taking of her
- Medicines, propofing ftill to go on with it at pro-
per times. And tho’ he is now ealy and free from
voiding of Stones, yet ftill continues to void a g/a-
7y Size with his Urine, the common Humour at-
tending or producing Stone and Gravel, *Tis true
he takes notice, that for a]l the Stones he voided
% Ez W before
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before the taking of her Medicines, to wit, the
Bolus’s and Powders, yet he found himfelf no way
relieved of his Pain; but then it is alfo as obfer-
vable, that for the fpace of at lealt fix Months
time, during the taking of her faid Bolus’s and
Powders, he found himfelf no better neicher ; until
the drinking of her Bott'e of Water each day, with
the Soap diffoived thercin @ after the Continuance of
which for.fome thort time, he then begun to find
himfelf better, and fo mended daily. Now from
what bag been faid, it feems pretty evident, that
Stones and Gravel were brought away from him
moft plentifully before the taking of any of her
Medicines, that is, as has been faid, by the fole Ufe
of the Mallow Drink, Oil and Rum. So that had
this been continued as long as her Medicines Were,
it feems, beyond all Controver{y, he would have
found himfelf as well, 1f not fooner. Nor need it
feem ftrange, that he did not find himfelf as yet re-
liecved on his voiding the faid firft Stones, fince
there were many f{till behind, which occafioned.
fuch remaining Pain and Uneafinefs; yet when the
whole was brought away, fuch Diforder muft con-
fequently ceafe, whether fo brought away by one,
or t'other, He alfo frecly owned to me, that the
Ule of her Medicines much ¢/»y’d or pali’d bis Sto-
much (as I obferv’d,) and the fame was alfo con-
firm’d to me by fiveral others who took ity (though
it may not do fo with all, or to have the like Ef-
felt ;) yet this was abfolutely denied by D. IHariley
when I mention’d it to him, its ever doing fo.

Mr. Snape was laftly taken ill (on a Sunday) of a
violent Pain towards the Neck of his Bladder, (fup- -
pofed to be from a Stone there,) upon which the
Apothecary being called, he adminiftered a Gly-
fter or two, which had a good Effe€t, fince the Pa-
tient thereupon found himfelf much eafier, How-
ever he made no Urine, and ftill continuing indif-

pofed,
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pofed, D. Hartley attended him, together with Dr.
Shaw 5 they thought fit, it feems, to advife and
order him to take Mrs. Stepbens’s Medicines, and the
being accordingly call’d upon for her Afliftance, did
make him up her Medicines, ’tis faid, more ftrong
than ufual 5 of which they gave him fo much, that
he could take no more 5 and fo refufed the farther
Ufe thereof, the former proving no wayufeful ; con-
tinuing ftill to grow worfe, and voiding no Urine,
Upon which Mr. Hawkins was called in, to found
or relieve him, tho’ that alfo was to no Purpofe or
Advantage. It was nexc, ’tis faid, propofed to
hurry him up and down in a Coach (as to Kenfing-
ton,) but the Patientrefus’d to comply, faying, thas
fuch-like violent Motion would kill him; and to
me indeed it feems to have been an odd and defpe-
rate Propofal on that Occafion 5 in fine, on Friday
he died. In the mean time, our Practitioner goes
on in like Manner.

1V,

Dr. Hartley, after baving ufed her Medicines
(without at the fame time, as he fays, fo much as
knowing what they are) now for about the {pace of
* twelve Months, freely owns he finds himfelf #e
better. 1 cannor but fay then, that T very much
queftion, that it would have been poffible to have
perfuaded him to the Continuance for a twelve
Month of any one Medicine or Method that could
be communicated to him, even by the ableft Hand
of the Profeflion : What can we fay then for fuch
an entbufiaftick Gredulity and Infatuarion 2 A Man of
Learning! and one bred to the Profeffion! thus to
confide and abfolutely and only to depend on the
hidden Ngfirum (at leaft to him) of an innocent
Woman. Alas! for Learning, and alas! for De-
grees; for if this be the Cafe, then this good Ffi-

maleé

* Now near three Years, and we hear of po Amendment, |
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male furely delerves ’em alfo. But it would feem
probable that this bonefl Gentleman has not feen or
known a Sufficiency of Praétice. He drinks only
2 very little white Wine, and daily rakes her Bottle
of Soap-Water with her’ Powders 3 he alledges in-
deed, that by the Ufe thereof he brings away Gra-
vel, &F¢. and fo he would with a continued Ufe of
all Diluents. But he oblerves to us, that the U-
rine he voids, as well as that of others who take
ker Medicines, is greatly impregnated with certain
alkaline Particles, &c. Yes wruly, I allow it, and
that it is the fineft or more [ubtile Parts of her alka-
time Powder or Shells, which mixes with the Blood
and 1is feparated with the Urine: turning to a
green when mix’d with Syrup of Violets (he {o much
wonders at) and from this fame Reafon alfo it fer-
ments with Acids. Nay, it is plain, this very fub- .
tile Pawder, fo feparated with the Urine which falls
to the bottom of the Por, together with the com-
mon glary Size attending thole Maladies,. is thus
phifter’d together, (which fhe and her Adhe-
rents call all Sand, or the Stonediffolved:) And this
T do politively infift upon. Not but thac I allow, .
~1f there is yet Sand, or Gravel; it may alfo be
brought away, or mix’d therewith, Nay, I wille-"
ven alfo admit, that Picces of Stones be brought
away by the Ufe of proper Medicines, or that
fome  Stones, by accident, and indeed likewife
even by the proper Means of Art and Medicines,
may be crumbled, or feparated, and brought a-
way in pieces 3 of the Truth of which, I am well
fatisfy’d. - Yet I do not from thence infer, that itis:
therefore practicable on all manner of Stones: How-
ever, '} am neverthelefsalfo of Opinion, that there
are few Patients, or none, but may be render’d to-
lerably eafy during Life, by proper Method or
Means taken (without cutting) if they be governable.
The Gentleman, indeed, upon talking with him on
e B R thie
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the Regulation of bis Dier, &c. acquainted me,
that he had before the Ufe of AMrs, Stepbens’s Me-
dicines been for a Year or two on Vegetable and Milk
Diet, vogether with Briflol Water, yet found him-
felf no way better by this abflemious Method. 1 thean
obferv’d to him, that there could hardly be two
Liquids, in all likelihood, more improper for him
than that of Milk and Briflel Water: And that I
was not therefore any way furpriz’d that he had
not found himfelf better, by any fuch Method ; it
being plain to me, that Milk is not of the mott 4i-
luent kind 5 this laft being fo very neceflary in all
fuch Cafes; and that the Briffol Water is as little,
or lefs fo, appears as plain from its limy, chalky, or
aftringent Quality. Nay, is it not unqueftionable,
that the moft certain Ufe of this Water is in the
Diabetes ? that is in fhort, to remedy our pifiug fo
often; whereas in rhat of Gravel, &¢. Diuretics, and
the powerfulleft Diluents, which confequently make
us pifs the moft frequently, are accordingly found
to be the moft ufeful. As to his Experiments, made
no his own Urine (in taking Mrs, Stephens’s Me-
dicines,) as well as on thofe of different Waters, or
Mixtures, e, for the Trial of diffolving of Stones
that Water 1s one of the moft confiderable we ve-
ry well know, as we have frequently before hin-
ted, and often fpoke of. Now as to the Why,
New- River Water thould alone have a greater Effect,
than when mix’d with her Powder, 1n relation to
diminithing or wearing of the Stone, it no way
appearsftrange to me, tho’ greatly intricate and won-
derful to him: To me it appears as an Affringent,
or Alkali, put into thiscommon diluent Water, which
being thus clog’d, confequently has thus a lefs dif-
folving Quality, asall Liquids, or Menftrums, are
- only capable of diffolving their proper Quantity of

any thing put into them ; and thereafter becomes
lefs firong or efficacions for any fuch-like farther UI;}:.’

jeay - at
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But what is it this learned Perfon labours fo bard at ?
What is it that all thefe fo very painful and trouble-
fome Experiments drive at 2 Why, truly, to prove
that Mrs. Stephens’s Medicines are the gfﬂ&ztE[F Dif-
Jolversof Stanes of anything be bas experimented. Now
there might perhaps be feveral Particulars in his
Experiments to be call’d in queftion : But to make
fhort Work, allowing him all that he wantsto prove,
yet I {hall not therefore allow him, that the greateft
or moft Vislent and fudden Diffolvers, Stone-Breakerss
Drivers, or Lithsatriptics, are confequently the beft,
the moft [afe, or the mofi advifable in all Cafes.
Nay, that which is the lcaft fo, is that which -in
many Cales, is the moft fafe, and the molt advifea-=
ble to be ufed. '

V.

Mr. Screen, at the Seven-flars in the Old-Baily,
feems in a great meafure to confirm what has
been laft hinted at. When I firft call’d to enquire
about the Nature of his Cafe and Condition, I
found him to be in fo much Agony and Pain,
that he defired to be excufed fpeaking to me until
he found himfelf better ; though this was at leaft
eight Montbs from the firlt raking, and the Conti-
nuance of her Medicine. But it was alledged, he
had neglected, intermitted, or had not taken it fo
regularly as he ought to have done; tho’ it feems
rather greatly to be fufpected, that he rook full as
much thereof as his Cafe required. The fecond
time I call’d, I was told he was better; yet whether

one out (as they told me) or otherwife, I know
not, but I did not fee him. About three Months
thereafter he died: and when open’d by Mr. Freke,
be acquaints us with. one Kidney being ulcerateds
and intirely perifh’d ; whillt feveral entire Stomes
were found in the other. T have not much to ad-

vange on this Account: nor any Refletions ta
. make
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make of fuch Stones found there, their not being
diffolved after the fo long Ufe of that Medicine,
to wit, about eleven Mﬂnthﬁ Since a Medicine |
“may even be a good one, and yet not {ufficient to
diffolve all Ssomes, or to perform all Cures; yetthis
I think may properly enough be remark’d, that
befidesloading a weak Stomach with{uch a.(h_mmrrty
of naufeating Siuff, meither Liquid, nor Powder
feem’d miuch adapted, -or very proper, for any Ul
ceration, could fhe have dt{'c-:w&r’d that, Nay, it
may [ think be freely faid, they appear’d very im=
proper; nor would perhaps even thofe, or many
of the Profeffion have difcover’d it; though fome
poflibly might bave fufpeéted fome fuch Malady
from Symptoms, &c. However that be, conlidering
his low State of Health, his great and continued
Agonies, a wife, dlfcreet, cautious, and prudent
Phylician, wnuld not have inclined to have advifed
any wviolent Medicines, or that which pur him to
fo great Rack and Pain ; but on the contrary to
have advifed that only which was gentle, [afe, and
eafy. It is molk certain, that all diuretic Medi-
cines improperly ufed, deftroy and are greatly
hurtful tohe Urinary Paﬁ&ges fu:r which Reafon,
they ought to be ufed with great Caution in fuch
Cales ; or where the Parts are tender, inflamed,
or-uleerated, becaule they will fo be made worfe,
Thusglie Son of Theophorbus, mention’d by Hip-
pocrates in -his fifth Book of Epidemicks, died the
third Day h_y the Ufe of a ftrong Diuretick,
g VI

Mr Prfﬁnn, a Gentleman of the Law, in Kerzy-
ﬁxw, a temperate Perfon, and naturally a ftrong
well-built Man; confequently able to bew a;&rmng-
£r Med;c:nc,&han the former; being alfo.afflicted
with the Grayel ; after feven or eight Months con-

tlnuam:# with her Medicine ;fﬂuﬂd thimfelf snuch
c bet-

gihal
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petter, yet ftill voided the like glary Size, com-
mon to fuch Cafes, and as fpoke of in Mr. .
" Snape’s Cale. He had, however, according to his
Account, taken many Medicines before (taking
to hers,) which probably had fome Effe&, in ha-
ving carried off part of the Load of ‘Gravel, or
the fizy Humour; at leaft prov’d fome kind of E-
vacuation, which was no Difadvantage to the
Ufe thereafter of Mrs. Stepbens’s Medicine : How-
ever, during the forefaid time of his Continuance
to fuch Medicines before hers 4 he then alfo
kept to the conftant Ufe of the Briffol Water; of
which I have before obferved the Impropriety in
the Cafe of D. Hartley : So that it appears no way
ftrange to me, if he found no great Advantage
thereby, and that on his changing fuch dry, chalky,
conftipating Drink, for that ot Mrs, Stephens’s foft,
oily, falt or foapy Water ; he thus on the other
hand found himf{elf much better thereby. Nor is
it any way material, its having been ordered by
this, or t’other, fince the be* Praltitioners may
{fometimes order improperly, or are liable to Mif-
takes. He farther obferved, that Milk did not
agree with him, rendering him coftive (whether
much ufed during the faid time I know not) but this
Obfervation on Milk is more particularly con-
firm’d, the Impropriety thereof, as hinted in the
Cafe of D. Hartley. The Charge of this good
Female’s Medicines (as the faid Mr. Preffon obfer- |
ved) {uppofing him to have continued it a Twelve-
month, muft amount to about 50/. which Charge
he feem’d to complain of ; and as he is very frugal,
and greatly willing to fave Charges, fo becaufe I told
him I knew the Compofition, he appeared fufficiently
willing to be inftructed therein; to which I infinua-
ted, that I could not obferve what Advantage I or
the good Woman fhould reap by acquainting him
therewith 5 though T had at the fame time, in gcnr.i-

. ral,
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ral, told him, that it wasSoap and a fefaceous Powr
der. However, Mankind efteem thofe Things moft
~ which are kept as Secrels, and are the moft bid
Jrom them 5 thus chufing to pay the moft liberally
tor being deceived, or kept in the dark ; very rare-
ly valuing plain or open Truths; and confequent-
ly they muft e’en be left to go on in their own
way.

VII,

‘Mr. Pain, Butler to the late Serjeant Bains, I
was next inform’d of, asbeing quite well, and en-
tirely cured, under the Care of Mrs. Stepbens; he
inforn’d me he had taken her Bofus’s and Potwders
for fome very confiderable time, that is for many
Months, to little or no Purpofe: after which fhe
judged proper inftead of the Soap-Bolus’s to give
him the Bottle of Soap-Water daily, which he no
fooner the firft time tafted, than that he cry’d out to
ber, Thisis Soap: on which the, laughing, replied,
What if it 152 at the fame time owning it to be
/25 yet then alfo pretended and told him, That
was not the principal Thing therein. He, after
fome Continuance herewith, found himfelf confi-
derably better, efpecially after one very fevere
Fic he had therewith; at which time he voided
-a fomewhat (ofti/h Subftance, fuppofed (if I miftake
not) to be a foftned Stone. In a word, he continued
at this about a Year and a Quarter, before he
judged himfelf fufficiently well to leave it off, al-
together, During which time fhe advifed him not
to drink red Wine, nor to eat Cheefe, Oyfters, ar
toafted Bread, The firft of which was, no doubt,
very proper to abftain from, and pofiibly the fe-
cond was as well let alone ; but what there was
much material or injurious in the laft, to wit, the
toafted Bread, is what 1 cannot well obferve, unlefs

that it was dryer than when untoafted, Thus then
Cz 13
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it is to be taken'notice of, that there was here alfo
an Alteration made in regard to his Aliment (as ob-
ferv’d befere ;) he nowdrunk only alictie white ine,
with her Botyle of Water cachkDay, more than ufual,
for twelve Montbs or longer. Buteven fince this time,
tho’ precey brifk and well when I faw him, yet he told
me, he ftill continued to void the fame glary Size
as before fpoken of : Nay, he even likewife farther
complain’d of Increafe of Pain, and Diforder of a-
nother Ailment: He faid, ’tis true, he was afflic-
ted with it before, though not fo much, which I
know not that T am dt fo much Liberty to name,
fince fome incline not to difcover the like Ailment,
tho”T'may, I think, fay, that a Weaknefs or Bearing-
down of fome Parts, (luppofing it {o) T fhall not,
however, over pofitively affirm that to be increafed
by the great Ufe of this faponacions Medicine. But
‘even at beft, is there any great Miracle in all this ?
to find a Perfon relieved of fuch a Malady after a
continued Ufe of Medicines for fifteen Montbhs ¢ Yes,
fay they, but we have long tried a Phyfician: Yes,
fay I, but Jonger ftill when they have tried both.

" N. B. He has had another Fit lately.

VIIIL , )
Mr. Bolton from Newcaftle, one likewife quoted
in D. Hartley’s Cafes, a Patient alfo of Mrs. Ste-
phens’s, who I believe did continue her Medicines in
the like regular Manner as is mention’d in his
‘Cafe; after ten Weeks taking it, he thought of lea-
ving it off (as there fpoke of) till encouraged by
me to go on with it for two or 1hree Weeks.longer,
(he being come for that Purpofe ;) after which he
‘accordingly begun to find himfelf more eafy, as
‘there faid ; though before this, fhe fo over-loaded
and over-dos’d him with her Medicines, as to put
him to inexpreffable and infufferable Pain: When
on his great Complaint thereof to me, I advifeg
' an



(1)

and alfo told him, to tell her, that T recommended
it as the fafer Method to forbear both as to Quan-
tity and Frequency of taking her Medicines; fo
that for fome days he took not above half fuch
Quantity as before, until he found himfelf more
capable of going on with the full Quantities. "1, all
along, or even before he begun to take it, rold him
I well knew what the whole was, and as I judg’d it
might be of ufe to him, more efpecially the Liguid,
fo I racther encouraged him in the Continuance
thereof than otherwife: Although according to
his own Confeflion, the Powders did never agree
with bim, much injuring bis Aftbma, he allo freely
and frequently owned to me (as well as condrmed
by his Nurfe) that, of the palling and entirely ta-
king away bis Stomach, or Appetite, by the great
L.oads, or the fo freqnent Ufe of the Powders and
Soap-Water (though no way taken any notice of in
his Cale ;) yet how could it well be expected otber-
wife in one in the 68th Year of his Age? From
hence then it was plainly obfervable, both by him-
felf as well as bis Nurfe, &c. that he eat little or
nothing, at leaft, much lefs than ufval ; fo that
it might be confidered as a kind of an artificial
Starving: Nor could there thus confequently be
fuch an Increafe of Humours, Size, or {o, to create
fandy Subftance. To which may beadded, a greater
Care and Ufe of more foft, light, and eafy digeft-
ing Aliment, a ftill greater Abftinence from frong
or [pirituous Drinks than before, with the addition-
al Quantity of @ Quart of Water daily more than
his ufual.  This I may fay, with the Jong Conti-
nuance of the Oil and Salt therewith (fo frequently
ufed by the Profeffion,) or Sugar, a kind of Sals
alfo, as Syrups are, is it, I fay then, any way mi-
ratulous, ftrange, or wonderful, that any fuch Per-
fon fhould find himfelf better, or relieved thereby,
after the fo going on (with all the Care, Exa&-
' nefs,
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nefs, and Obfervation imaginable) for feven or
eight Months together ? But why, fay they, did
not Phyficians do it? I can only fay, that if it is
his or any other's Misfortune not to meet with,
to know, find out, or to diftinguifh a knowing
and able Phyfician from another; or not to know
how to chufe, or to decide by common Senfe
and Reafon rather than from common Zogue, great
Hurry and Confufion (even in Bufinefs) Show, or
Intereft ; this or fuch-like Incapacity, or Deficien-
cy of Difcernment, is not my Fault. But who, I
fay, would continue or go on with fuch a L.oad of
naufeous Stuff with fo much incredible Patience
and Oblervation for fo long together, with any,
even the ableft Phyfician in Zewn ¢ but to have
changed him, and probably balf a Score more in a
far lefs Time. Oris it yet any ftrange or uncom-
mon Thing to find a Patent very greatly, or
much relieved after fome Months Ufe only of the
Scarborough or Tunbridee Waters (alfo thereby to
void Stones and Gravel, &) fo to carry off a Fit,
or Ailment of [uch-like Malady? Surely this is what
15, and daily may be obferv’d by all Men. To
conclude then as to the particular Cafe of Mr,
Bolton 3 whatc’er Advantage he might reap by my
Cautions of Forbearance of her Medicines, when o-
ver-done 3 or by my Advice of Continuance thereof,
when he was grown tired, and ready to give them
over ; it was not only he that reap’d the Benefit
thereof, but the folely reap’d the pecuniary Profit, as
well as the fole Credit and Reputation of the whole.

IX.

Mr. Stiles’s Cafle, allo publithed by D. Hartley, ~
in his laft Book of Cafes, being the 47th there men-
tioned ; rather fuppofes than proves the faid Pa-
rient’s. Malady to have been a Stone, or Gravel ;
Since he owns, that he voided neither by the Ufe

of
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of Mys. Stepbens’s Medicine, though continued for
five Montbs. Butgrew free, fays this Author, from
bis Complaints, and has continued [o ever fince be left
off the M:dicines, which is more than balf a Vear,
February 7, 1738-9. As to the Veracity of this
Account, I humbly beg this ingenions Author’s
Pardon, if I do, and muit needs differ with him in
that Particular (though he perhaps then knew no
better.) Yet it is certainly true, that this very
worthy Gentleman Mr, Stiles, with whom I was
well acquainted, had been ill of a feverith Malady
for the Space of three or four' Weeks, that is to-
wards Chriffmas, about three Months after the ta-
king of Mrs, Stepbens’s Medicines, and towards
fix Weeks before the forefaid Date, as may be ob-
ferved from this fame Author’s Atteftation as a-
bove.

And now I am next willing to remark on the
fame Subjed, that foon after the Date here men-
tioned (if not ftill much indifpofed from that very
Time I {peak of) this fame greatly cfteemed Per-
fon, did again fall ill of a long and lingring Illnefs,
feemingly tending to the Iierical, or Faundice like
kind ot Malady ; of which Indifpofition D. Fare-
ley can be no way infenfible, fince he attended him
therein until be gave bim over. The Patient laftfy
died thereof {everal * Months thereafter, and in fuch
a very hard and deplorable State, as that his Con-
dition was highly to be lamented by all who knew
him,

During which time of D. Hartley his atrending
him, this Practitioner obferving the Difficulties, or
Improbability of over-coming and curing his Ma-
lady, did accordingly prove inclinable to have fome

other

* Six Months Illnefs, and it is even aflerted, that he was
. taken fo before the Date mentioned by D, Hareley: Nay, thar
| he then awended him before the 7th of K. 1738-¢, ind
prefented him with the {aid Book when il! in Bed. .
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other Phyfician called in, fo to bear fnme;:art of the
Blame (if afterwards judged to be a mlfmanagf:d
Affair ;) in fhort, to take a Share with him in the
Difcredit of the Patient’s Dying, and not to have
that to happen under his own Hands alone.

And thus it was that another Phyfician of E-
minence, ¢, was call’d in, at which Readinefs of
the faid noted Practitioner’s coming (on fuch-
like Occafion) I muft freely own, I was not a lit-
tle furpriz’d, and even forry to hear he fhould
be fo ready, in the leaft to have been concerned
with any fuch undertaking Practitioner; in all Ap-
pearance, more fit to join wicth Mrs. Stepbens than
with thofe of a more regular Education. Nay,
it is even related by this fame worthy Family, that
it was as yet further intended for the Patient, .
ftill to have taken the faid Female’s Medicine in cale
he thould, a little, have recovered from the very
bad and fo low State he then was in.

And now it may not be amifs I acquaint my
Reader, that this fame Gentleman Mr. Stiles, had
for a very great number of Years been regularly
attended, with long and frequent Fits of the Gout,
(particularly of latter Years,) and which indeed he
was never any more vifited with (at leaft no way
regularly) after the having taken this faid Woman’s -
Medicines ; which {feems to me to have had the fol-
lowing Effe€l, to wit, the occafioning a far great-
er Secretion of Urine than he ufed formerly to have
before taking of that Medicine ; in a word, it
feems plainly to have altered the natural Courfe of
the gouty Humour, ufually in his Blood, by theun- -
common Force and extraordinary Tendency-of {uch
Medicines, carrying or hurrying the faid Fluid to
the Kidneys ; at the fame time dilating, forcing,
and upemng, as they went, the Vefiels thro® which
they pals’d, particularly thofe of the urmary Kmd
on which they principally operated, ;

: © And
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And then fo it was, that though fome Humours
might thus be difcharged, and the Patient become a
lictle more eafy for fome fhort Time (perhaps from
the fame kind of Humour likewifeattendingthe Blad-
der.) Yer, upon the whole, thegeneral Courfe of the
Fluids and Humours, being thus more efpecially fe-
cern’d, and carried off this Way ; the Courfe of
Nature muft confequently become fo entirely al-
ter’d, and not any more as formerly to difcharge the
forefaid common gouty Humour, as it had ofually
done before on the Extremitics, fuch as the Feet, or
Hands. And thus alfo it appears to have been, that
upon leaving off the faid faline, foapy Medicines, or
Diuretics; the fame generated gouty Humcur then
came to be mix’d wich the whole Mafs of Blood ;3
Nature not being able any more (from Redfons before
hinted at) to throw it into the Extremities as fhe
ufually had done.

From herce it likewife feems apparent, that the
faid 1£erical or Jaundice-like Malady enfued : more
efpecially on the entire leaving the farther Ufe
of fuch falt or foapy Medicines, fo much given
with the greateft Succefs in all Ifferical Allments,
In a word, even fo it happen’d, together with a
Mortification of one of the_]gxtremiti::s (to wit, the
Foot,) that this greatly to beregretted Patient made
is final Exit. As to the Veracity of what here may
¢ advanced, I do appeal to that Family, &¢, and
dare fay they wifh he had never ufed her Medicine;

And now without troubling the Publick or my-
elf further, in running after 2 Multitude of Peo-
le, or examiningany farther (fince that would be
ndlefs) thefe nine Cafes here related, will Iimagine
e fully fufficient to fatisfy fuch who truly incline
o examine, with the greateft Impartiality, into .
1at Affair.

And next, it maynot be altogether amifs, that
‘take fome Notice -aiﬁI::) of the fifth Conclufion in
‘ thi
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this Auchor’s Book, where he fays, It appears from
the Experiments of Monf. Litter, in the Memoirs of
the Royal Academy, for the Year 1720, from thofe of
Dr. Hales, in bis Hemaflaticks, and from what I
bave bere publif’d, that common Water of [everal
Sorts, is able to diffolve a Variety of Stones taken from
the Human Body. This fhews, that an acrimonious
Menftruum is not neceflary for that Purpofe: and
that even the mere Aqueoufnefs of Urine, may perbaps
bave a diffolving Efficacy, if its concreting, incrufling
Quality could be firft defiroy’d. 1 muft how, on this
Remark of the ingenious Author, obferve to my
Reader, Thata few Weeks, or Months at farcheit,
before the publithing his excellent Book of Cafes,.
in converfation 1 then acquainted him, that Siones
and Gravel were frequently pafled and brought a-
way (poflibly confum’d alfo) by the fole. Ufe of
Tunbridge, Scarborough, or other Water. To
which his Anfwer was, He did not know any thing
of that; though he would now, by what he relates
above, feem lo be of anather Opinion. -

However, let this Gentleman’s Praétice, of
which we have been fpeaking, or his Opinions, be
what it lifts, *tis cerrain that by following this good
Woman, feveral fuch-like Patients have been in-
confiderate enough, likewife ta follow him; and
he has thus crept into a pretty deal of Praélice 1n
that Way. Neither are even fome Apothecaries
backward (fo they find their Account therein) ta
be concerned in fuch-like Bufinefs. But why, in-
deed, may 1t not well be allowed in them, when
even the Phyficians of the Hofpitals receive her in-
to their Hofpitals, with her Dire&tions for fuch-like
Patients ; to theirCredit be it recorded to all futurg
Ages. ;

But to conclude ; after my Readers have perufed
the forefaid Cafes, together with the Part (by me
aJfo firft publifbed) call’d Mrs, Stephens’s Receipt,

- wilk

&
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with proper Obfervations and Explanations thereon,
&c. they may then be more able to difcover, whe-
ther in the whole I have done Juftice to that Perfon,
and ber Caufe, as well as to ber Adberenis and Fol-
lowers. Thus they, as well as the Trufless, or the
Publick, may likewife farther obferve, whether T
have not in Reality, or in Ejffef2, made a true and
effectual, as well as a fincere Difcovery of the, real ef-
feftive Medicine 5 which was pretended to as &
mighty Secret, and at Jaft difcover’d by her for the
publick Benefit. That I difcovered and made it
kncwn, atleaft, a Year or more before fhe did,
and that too without the leaft Preliminary, inte-
refted bargaining for a Gratuity, or any certain Re-
ward, from any Particulars, fuch as with the Sub-
fcribers to her, or the Publick. But fince now
her Difcoveries have been thought worthy, nay
have even been determined and agreed upon, with
her (by way of Bargain) to be deferving of full
Encouragement, and a generous Reward; I muft
refer, and can only leave it to fuch, or the Pub-
lick, to determine alfo, whether he who in Effe&,
frankly, freely, and generoufly, before difcovered
it (as above) without then any farther interefted
Views, does not now neverthelefs (fince the fore-
faid Determinations have been made in her behalf
by the Publick) even fully as well deferve (if not
more) fuch Reward, or the larger Share thereof,
than even fhe this notable Female, in her forefaid in-
terefted manner of doing, aswell as feemingly (when
confidered) the infincere manner of the Difcovery,
more obfervable, by my Remarks on her Receipt.

Yet it may, ’tis true, ftill be alledged, that [
did not make fuch a very formal and open Difcove-
ry thereof in the Gazette, or publick Papers, asfhe
has done. To this I readily and eafily reply, that
I apprehend, I did all that any private Perfon could
well be fuppofed to have been able to do, as ‘may
L QRILES Ty . AN W ﬁﬂfﬂ
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better be obferved from the Letters here inferted.
Could any private Subject do more (who has not
extraordinery Intereft in what may concern the
Publick) than firft to addrefs himfelf to one at the
head of the Profeffion, who has great Intereft with
Mankind, and in high Credit with them in the way
of his Profeflion? acquainting fuch that he intended -
to publith a Lerter in the publick Prints, dire¢ted
to him (the faid Phyfhcian) w:th his Name thereto,
as well as that of the Author: Which Letter the Ay-
thor then delivered to bim (and which h=read) there-
in actually difcovering the Purport of the whole Se-
cret, as isoblerv’d in the Letter hereto annexed. Up-
on which the {aid noted Practitioner was pleafed toex-
culc hirnfelf (as there likewife related) defiring, atthe
fame time, that I would not mention his Name there-
in, infinuating that this Female had many Great Men
of high Diftinétion, who fupported her Intereft,
and l:h.lt he might confequently thus diloblige fuch,
and by them prebably he would only be confider’d
as an invidious Perfon, or’an Enemy to the good
Woman, What was I next then to do, but to en-
deavour to publifh it in one of the publick Papers?
Which was alfo fhun’d by fuch Proprictors of that
Paper, or Papers, as has been faid, to wit, for fear
of fuch Great Perfonages (her noted Patrons,) or
that of being profecuted by Law for prqudmmg or
hindering of her Subfcription.
~And next, befidesall thefe Difficulties, to hinder
my then farther Proceedure in this Affair, I as yet
confidered, and allo very well knew, that if not-
withftanding all thefe Hazards, or Difficulties, I
neverthelefs thould perfift, and at that time pub-
lith the fame; what would it then have avail’d?
or what would have been the great Ufe thereof?
Since hardly any one Perfon would have been any
way fat;sfy’d therewith : Nay, poflibly even but °
few if any of the Profeffion ; fince they as moft o-
hers would fill have been hoping for far greate;',
Dif-
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Difcoveries : as well as that moft or all would ne-
verthelefs have remain’d in doubt, whether it was
the fame Medicine ufed by her. In fine, they
would never have been fatisfy’d of its being the.
Right, until they had it from herfelf.

Thus, then, I muft now leave what I have here
faid to the more ferious Confideration of my pene-
trating Readers, or the Publick, whether ar not I
have faid and done fufficient on this Subject ? And
whether I accordingly deferve their farther Notice,
Confideration, or Reward ?

The following LT TER was intended to be put into the
Grub-ftreet Journal, (whilff yet in Being,) and was
accordingly read before that Society 5 but they infifi-
ing that the Author fbould fign his Name thereto ( for

 their farther Security) and be refufing, that it was
. .tf?"ﬂp’d.

To the Author : s

STR,

T has hitherto, you know, been the common

Opinion, that every Individual is obliged, all
he can, to ferve the Publick. Yert this, at prefent,
feems to be a very unfathionable Opinion, and not
much minded. Let that however be as it will, 1
know not, as to my own Particular, whether on
the old-fathion’d Way of Reafoning, I can proper-
ly reckon my felf called upen in behalf of the Pub-
lick, occafion’d by the Advertifements lately ad-
drefs’d to it concerning Mrs. Stephens’s Medi-
cine. Yet left it thould be fo, that I ought to ap-
pear in the Caufe and Defence of Truth, I have ac-
cordingly here ventured to fend you the following
Hints for publick Ufe, if the Publick fhall judge
them any way worthy their Acceptance. I thought
at firlt then to have addrefs’d this Letter to fome
one at the Head of the Profeffion, fuppofed to be.
a better Judge of thefe Matters than you may Ii;e 0

' ut
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but having now altered my Defign, for Reafons I
fhall not trouble the Publick or you with, I will
{fuppofe you, Sir, to be Fore-man of the Fury, or
general Affembly of the Profeflion and Mankind,
fo to determine with their Affiftance, as yon judge
moft proper. T fhall firft then acquaint you, that
on my informing fome of Reputation in the Pro-
feffion, that [ could give fome farther Light, and
a more particular Account of thefe Matters than
that hitherto ‘publifth’d by D. Hartley; it was, at
the fame time, afk’d me, Why I'did not then do
it? To which I reply’d, What is there to be got
by fo doing ? *The Anfwer was, Reputation, Repu-
tation! faid1; all to be expeéted is, that the Pro-
feflion in general (may probably) be but too ready
to fay, Foh! this Scribler has acquainted us with

awothing newy or inftructed us in naught but what we

knew befure, and fo much for Reputaiion ; otherwife
at belt, Probitas laudatur & alget.  So the Good-
man, or Aushor, may gain his belly-full of Praife,
or Reputation, yet ftarve at the fame time, I could
methinks write a whole Volume on this Subje& of
Reputation, INay, when it has even rofe to thegreat-
eft heighth, there has but very rarely been much got
thereby in the way of writing of Books: The Lord
Bacon and Hudibras died in a ftarving Condition,
for all their Reputation.  And ’tis well if Sir J—¢
had died much better, had it nat been for a certain .
Chance, well enough known, Neither did Milton or
Dryden fare much better, Butto bring it more home
to the prefent purpofe; you will no doubr, with”

the forefaid Affitance, be very fenfible, Sir, that

in fpite of all the Reputation gain’d in this way. b{
writing phyfical Books in Ratcliff’s time, yet whilft,
he lived he ftill rup away with the Money. - Nay,
I have heard a noted Author, and great Prafitign-
er, facetioufly fay, That there was'much meore Bot
by writing of Bills /han by wrf:ing,@ﬁﬂaaﬁ};;{ai:ﬂd o

-
-
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dare venture to affirm, that moft fuch, as well as
Ratcliff, were or are of the fame Opinion, Ina
word, I find, that (as times go) when a Man has
Money he has Reputation; whether he attains to
fuch Riches by Marriage, Recommendation, or o=
therwife. However, I am not quite fo ttiff; buc
that I can freely enough drop fome Hints (to
the Publick) on this Subjett, without being at the
{fame time much folicitous, or any way anxious of
gaining either Jutereft or Repuiation thereby. e~
lieve then 1 may venture to fay, that I was the firfk
who frankly and epenly declared this good Females
Medicine 1o be Soap 5 to wity the Pills, or Bolus,
made up with fome Teltaceous Powder, or fuchs
like, to difguife it. The Liquid being the fame
diffolved with Warter, fometimes more or lels dif-
guifed, &f¢, Thus I have {ince heard {fome of the
Profeflion (as if their own Difcovery, without the
leaft Notice of me) molt learnedly holding forth
on the great Virtues of Soap.  Itis, however, well
enough known, that Soap Draughts bave frequent-
ly and many Years ago been advifed for Gravel,
&c. Now, asto the Powders in particular, I have
already aflerted them to be burnt Oyfler-fhells mix’d
with Nitre ; or that prepared, as the Sal pruneii. (of-
ten very unequally dofed by her in the like intend-:
ed Papers.)  The Account of thefe Medicines I
long fince fent to Newcafile, to Mr. Boltow’s Sos
(who 1 doubt not will own it) even before, or as
foon as his Father began to take the faid Medicines:
~at-the fame time, facetioufly telling him they
might thus alfo go on and praétife in like manner at.
WNeweaftle. Thus then as I havealready, and da ftill,
affert this to be fo, I do at the fame time affirm,
‘that when difcover’d for the propofed Reward, it
- will not be found any way materially to differ from
this. . Now, as to the Dofings, that, Sir, ought to
-be accortding “to the Difcretion of the Phyfician s

S W , duly .
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duly proportion*d to the Patient his Cafe and Cons
ftitution, &%, a Knowledge this good Female ap-
pears buttoo much a Stranger to, of which I could
give many Inftances were it neceflfary, or worth the
while, befides that of Mr. Bolon in particular,
who intermitted or leflen’d his Quantities to at
leaft one half ; or even a whole Day’s Intermiffion,
whén violently rack’d with Pain by ber over-do-
fing. Neither do I think that he will deny, I ad-
vifed him fo ; fince I even bid him to tell Mrs,
Stepbens, That I advifed both bim and ber fo to do,
as being the moft fafe Method to be followed. 1 alfo
told her when he was ready to leave it off (as men-
tion’d in his Cafe,) fill to continue it for fome Weeks
longer, fince be came [o far for that Purpofé, and that
be bad begun it : That I, at the fame time; like-
wife told him it was no Secret to me 3 nay, that I bad
cured (uch Malady by a much more eafy Method. And
now it may not be amifs I alfo obferve, Thart even
the herfelf appears plainly not to know the Caufe,
or the Reafon of fome time {ucceeding, and other
times to have worfe Succefs ; nor will others in ge-
neral know it any more than fhe, even when fbe
bas difcover’d ber Medicine. Mr. Bolton (probably
her beft Inftance) likewife allows, and affirms, that
the,* Powders did never agree with bim, il injuring
bis Aftbma, &c. But now, Sir, if then it fhould
thus come to appear, that I long fince, or even
now, have difcover’d this Medicine without any View
of Reward, yet I cannot imagine but that I fhould
deferve at leaft as well one balf of the faid Reward;
as the Propofer thercof deferves the other. But
this muft be left to the Diferetion and Confidera-
tion of the Contributors +, whether reafonable, &ca

Neither has fhe already been #// rewarded for W?}E:.f
[

+ N. B. Calcin’d Shells, whether of Eggs; or Oyfters; are

* This was whilft the Erivate Subfcription went on.
3
much the fame in virtue,
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fhe has bitherts done. Yet alas! Sir, what be all
thefe mighty Feats thus perform’d ? To me I moft
fincerely do declate they no way appear fo wonder=
ful, as ro fome (even of the Profeffion, which I
am forry to fay.) Do not all men, the lealt ob-
ferving, find that hundreds of People daily are re-
lieved, and void Stones and Gravel by the Ufe of
the Scarborough or Tunbridge Waters 2 more elpecis
ally ufeful when ufed wich Exercife;  Thus alfo,
every one of the Profeflion will I believe readi-
ly enough agree, that Oil and Syrup, as that of
Mar/b-mallows, &c. continued for the fpace of 4
Twelve-month (as the does) or even a lefs Time, will
bring away Grave/, &c. and fo allo render the Pa-
tient much more eafy : This, in effect; being only
Qil and Salzr, as her’s is, tho’ not {o wislent a Salt:
Tho’ none of the Profeffion furely would be able to
perfuade a Patient to continue fuch Remedy /o long
even though fo much more agreeable than her’s is:
But I cannort forbear taking fome little Notice of
thofe of the Profeffion, the Recommenders of this
Medicine to the Publick, as miraculous, or a none-
Juch Remedy. Have they then thus fudied, and
received Degrees of being fufficiently knowing in this
Profefion (perhaps from fuch allo, but too much
deficient ;) and, at the famie time I fay, fo much
to admire, follow, and take the bidden Nojlrums of
a Woman, not in the leaft pretending cver to have
ftudied chis Ar¢, the Nature of Medicine, Aliment, or
that of buman Bodies, 8c. Nay they even own-
‘ing alfo to have continued fuch on themfilves near
twelve Months, without the leaft Succefs; and fo
Jill to goon: Werily, Verily, if thisbe the Caf*, that
Jhe [till knows more than they do; methinks fh- even
tull as well deferves ber Degriees alfo: or fuch of the
Profellion who admire her, thould ¢’en ffudy under

bers or ferve their Time to ber. Have not fa.ne in
1bis
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this Way greatly admired, and run after a Rabbit-
Woman, or an itinerant pretending Oculift ? Yet that
thofe not bred to the Profeflion fhould be fond of
running after fuch Novelties, feems no way ftrange 3
fince this Town muft ftill have a4 May-pole once a
Year at leaft, to dawce and flarerat! For my own
part (being one of the Profeflion) were I pofleffed
with fuch an anknowing, idle Way of Thinking, I
would diretly renounce.all Pretenfions thereto, as
finding my {elf to0 greatly infufficient or other-
wife I fhould imagine, that a true Knowledge of
Cures 1s only to be attain’d by chance. 1 am, at
the fame time, beartily forry to fay fo much on this
" Head, being I take the principal Recommender to
be both a Man of Merit and Integrity, (but Truth
will out on this Occafion,) yet 1 know not, 1 fay,
whether he might not be full as fuccefsful in ano-
ther Way, Neverthelefs, for all that has been ad-
vanced, I would not have the World in the leaft
to imagine, that Iam above learning from wild In-
dians, or even from Brutes themielves, the Ufe of
the molt fimple Roots, or fuch-like, any way new,
or truly ufeful, But this Medicine has in reality
been robbed from the Profeffion, having been ufed
and taught by them many Agesago. Now, Why
then, cry they, do not the Phyficians ufe it ? I fay
they do when needful ; yet cannot fo effetually
perfuade a Continuance as this good Woman can..
Y.etit fuffice, I fay, that all Lithontriptics, or Stone-
drivers, do bring away Gravel, or even fometimes
may wear away or diminifb fome Stones; but fuch
are to be ufed properly, and that too by a skilful
fland, Nay, it feems indeed beyond all difpute,
that the moft violent Drivers, and the guickeft Stone-
breakers (fuppofing fuch) are at the fame tune the
moft dangerous ; probably fufficiently to be proved
from the extravagant Ufe of this very Medicine. So

that
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that they may fave themfelves the Labour of pro-
ving it to be the wery greateft. Neither is it any
way reafonable to fuppofe, as fome may, that I
am in the leaft an Enemy to the Propofer, being, as
has been obferved, I have even advifed the Conti-
nuance of her Medicine, yetl am not for ber or ber
Adberents endeavouring to run fiuch great Lengths
therewith. Thus, I have done no lefs with rela-
tion to Ward's Drops (to wit, antimonial Wine)
alfo borrowed or flele from the Profeffion ; nor do
I know that the one deferves a publick Reward any
lefs than the other : And I could, methinks, provide
the Publick with a Sufficiency of full as good Nofrums
as thefe are, at the fame Price. Thus then I am an
Enemy to none but the Enemies of Trath. Amicus
Plato, amicus Socrates, [ed majus amicus veritas.

In fine, Sir, as this Subjeét may require fome
farther Eclairciffement for publick Ufe (as hasbeen ob-
ferved) and that this may draw to fome Length,
as in writing of Cafes, or farther llufirations, &c.
which fuch an Epiftle as this will not admit of;
would it not then be a much more reafonable Pry-
pofal, fince fuch Methods of Rewards feem to be-
come fafbisnable, to fatisfy the Publick, with a {mall
Treatife on this Head? After a reafonable Gratu-
ity is fix’d (left to their own Generofity ;) which
Treatife thall fatisfy them, or the proper Fudges ap-
pointed, that {uch Method there propofed is a much
more fafe, pratticable and experimented Method than
that propofed by Mrs. Stepbens, or otherwife no
Juch Gratuity to be given. This, I hope Sir, need
not appear to be an unfafbionable or unreafonable
Propofal, for attaining to a modifh Reputatian. Nei-
ther was I ever againft proper Gratuities from the
Publick to fuch as any way made Improvements in
Phyfick, becaufe I even propofed it toSecretary Ad-
difon and Stanbope, the giving of proper Rewards to

E2 fuch
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fuch who were judged to bave any way improved Phy-
fick, [o as to be approved of by the proper j’gdgﬂ'!
conftituted for that purpofe by the Publick. |

Tam, $ IR, ——

N, B. AsT am notthe moft fond of appearing,
or figning my Name, in the publick Prints, yet I
amh not {o thy, or backward, but even fo to fatisfy
the publick if requir'd : In the mean time, any
Particular, who inclines to take the Trouble
may inform himfelf of the Printer of this Paper.
[WWhich the [aid Printer objefied to, as too much
Trouble, -and not (be faid) cuftomary, &c.

P. S. Some of the moft eminent of the Profeffion
feem to require, as a fufficient Proof of the Excel-
lency of Mrs, Stephens’s Medicine for diffolving the
Stone, &c. that two Perfons, by them made choice
of, (properly examin'd with the Catbeter by a Li-
thotomift approved by them) fhould be the Trial,
or Teft, they feem molt inclined toapprove.,  For my
own part I infift not on any fuch Trial, fince 1 think
it may be a very good Medicine, as bas been faid, and
et not be fufficiently effeélual on all Stones, Neither
can Ialivgether agree, but thal fome Stones are wrought
#pon, or diminifbed, even in the Bladder, whetber by
Art, or Nature, (nay it plainly appears to me as a-
bove hintedy) fo that I do not paton my Keputation on
the forefaid Propofal, fuch as think proper to put it to
{his Iffue may.  Inthe mean time, I bave methinks at
prefent [aid fufficient on the Nature and Quality of this
ana fuck-like Medicines.

If faid that — Phyficians have been tried un-
faccelstully before the fuccefsful Ufe of this Me-
dicine, or that of Drops, Pills, &c, 1 fhall only
pow add, 7 do belicve it.

Tha
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The underwriten LETTER was left fome Weeks with
the Daily-Poft, there 1o be inferted 5 but Difficul-
ties arifing, I withdrew it, :

TD the ,F,Luthnr () i ——

S IR,

Y Erecly own to you I have of late amufed my.
J felf with the publick Papers, in which I ob-
erved a Propofal of a Cure for the Benefit of the
Publick (towit, that of Mrs, Stephens,) 1 thought
indeed I could alfq have faid fomething to the pur-
pofe on this Subjet, and did accordingly eom-
mence a Letter to one judged to be {ufficiently
knowing in this way ; but he declined appearing
in the Affair ; which might poffibly render me al-
fo lefs inclinable to publith my Name. On which
I then alter’d my ﬁr[f Intention, and inftead thereof
direCted it to the Author of the Grub-fireet Paper.
But being firft obliged to read it to thofe judged
proper to examine what goes into the faid Paper, no
Objetion was made to the Performance; but it
was by them thought neceffary I fhould fign and
publith my Name thereto; it being urged as an
Argument, that D, Hartley had done fo ; To which
I anfwered, that I was not unwilling to tell them
my Name, and that they might even declare it to
whom{oe’er fhould afk it; yetI could fee no ne-
ceflity for appearing with my Name in common
News-papers, unlefs on fome more extraordinary
Occafion : nor was it any Example for me that D.
Hartley did fo. Now fhould I repeatall that paffed
on this Head, I know not whether fufficiently amu-
fing tothe Publick, yet fhall venture fo to do, fince
principally relating thereto, I fhall however leave
infifting or taking notice of fo weak an Argument,
(urged by them) as thata Perfon who keeps notan
Lquipage equal 3q another, s not therefore in Rfﬂﬁiﬂﬁ



L ooy |
Argument a {ufficient Maich for him 5 but I fhalt
rather chufe to obferve, it was advanced that this
good Female had many great Perfonages who had
taken her under their Profeition 5 and confequently
thac there might be rifk in attacking ber Method of
Cure, or that which had been advanced by Dr, or
Drs, — Nay, that even the Law poflibly might
likewife be call’d in to the forefaid Power, fhould
any one advance what might any way prove preju-
dicial to her Subfcription, more efpecially fince al-
ready fo well begun, and the Publick appearing /7
very well inclined thereto. 1 farther plainly per-
ceived that the Company I was in, much inclined

10 bave ber Secret for nothing s fo others were but fo

good as to pay for it. Which made me fhrewdly fu-
fpeit, that the Publick in general might be of fome
fuch like Opinion, and confequently I fhould only have
the Devil to my thanks, thould I be any Hindrance
to their receiving fuch Benefit. D. Hariley was
‘Jooked on as an excellent good Man on this Ac-
count, though 1 know not.that he well could do
much lels, all Things duly confider’d One of the
fame Company allo alledg’d, that all Phyficians
bardly or ever meant any good to the Publick, either
by writing or osberwife 5 thinking only of their oo
privase Interefl, and that all shey did was fo. 1 own

(hrewdly {ufpeéted this Gentleman to be a Follow-
er of the L. from his fingular Manner of Rea-
foning. Though I could not allow but that there
were In the phyfical Profejfion, asin other Societies,
fome more or lefs publick-(pirited Men. 1 waseven
whilper’d by the fame well-difpofed good Gentle-
man, not to be fo fplenctic, buteen to let this good-
natured boneft Female get ber Subfiription. 1 mult
readily own that fome of thefe Arguments, efpe-
cially the latter, bore fome weight with me ; par-
ticularly when I confider’d the Favonr 1 owed to tbe

fair Sex 5 and that even thus #o feem to attack 4 Fe-
- male,

*
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male, appear’d to be wery unmanly. Though I
could not convince my felf, but that I had rather
directed my Arguments to fuch Males of the phy-
fical Tribe, as appear’d fo deeply to be engaged
therein, fo ftrongly puthing on their Philofop)y on
us, along with ber Praélice. But befides the Rea-
fons here given, for now declining my publifhin

the faid Letter, I farther obferved, that thofe of
the Profeflion appeared to be well enough fatisfy’d
that others did engage in fuch Affairs, fo that they
might reap their Advantage alfo, tho’ they declin’d
meddling therein themfelves: That is, they ap-
proved of catching of Fifb, but not of wetting their
own Feet for them. So that which might be judg’d
to be the Bufinefs of every one, feem to be that of
no one. All thefe Confiderations, I fay, together
with the Duty and great Regard 1 owe to the fair
Tribe, made me thus refolve, and at the fame time
to acquaint you, Thatl fince obferve by the pub-
lick Papers there are two others who interrupt, or
interfere, with ber Scheme, to wit, the all-diffolvin

Powwder, and the flewd-p—/s Project, itole from
D—by, &c. Bat it is time I fhould fay fomething
in behalf of this good Female, {o well inclin’d to
ferve the Publick, tho’ tae much for one Perfon to do,
or to make up fo much Pbyfick as alledged by ber, 8c.
She, I fay then, furely deferves that Sum propofed,
full as well as Godard did from K, Charles, for the
Difcovery of bis Drops, or as another did fince that
time. Nay, I know not whether the may
not deferve it e’en as well as fome who may have in
fome other way. For my cwn part, I muft at the
fame time declare, that the Profeflion furely (if not
the Publick allo) appear at leaft thus far obliged
to her, that fhe feems indeed to thew them (farther
. proved by others who have Noftrums,) that when
they are once aflured, they have a zolerable or pro-

per
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per Medicine for any Malady, they do not 60 foort
or over-readily legve it 3 and fo.to fly ftraight to a-
nother (too common with many of the Profeffion,
who fcarce know the utmoft Limits of their Me-
dicine; but as fhe (who knows no other Remedy)
they ought, I fay, to continue it to the laft, at
leaft until fure, they have tried the utmoft Ef-
fects of fuch Medicine, and fo find it will not an-
fwer before they take to another, If thus, they
then, or the Publick, do but receive {fuch Bene-
fit alone from her, fhe furely deferves fuch Re-
ward. In fine, I could methinks bring many
ftrong Arguments for the Reafonablenefs of her
having, fome fuch-like Sumi given her ; though ¥
am apt to think, fhe might get more by going on in
practice without the Difcovering it, fo that it may
be fome queftion whether it be doing her real Service
in pufhing her to the Difcovery thereof. Yet this
muft be left to her own particular Confideration,
and that of her Friends. Thus from this my per-
plex’d way of reﬁlﬁl?ﬂ 5 Or doing and undoing, you
iy ealily appr‘thendg, Sir, how very difficult and
uncertain it often appears to be, to pleafe the Pub-
lick, even when we ftrive moft thoroughly fo to do.
Yet, in fpite of all here faid, fhould there yet re-
main a farther Inclination of ftill feeing my fores
faid Letter, 1 know not whether, in fuch cafe,
inore could be faid, than that of Submiffion to the
major Vis. Nay, fhould even her noble Patrons
infit on any fuch Publication, what could be faid,.
but that Obedience were better thanSacrifice? And
now, Sir, though charg’d by one of the forefaid
Company, that my principal View in writing the fore-
[faid Letter, was merely to acquire a private Gain,
or Intereft thereby ; yet you may oblerve by this,
that I can eafily enoogh thus lay it afide, without
troubling myfelf farther about the Publication.

Though I cannot by any means comprehend, i:ﬁ
: that
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that the Intereft of 2 Particular may alfo be con-
fiftent or blended with that of the Publick, and proba-
bly when fo, itis the moft /olid and real Intereft of
both. Neither can I perfuade my fclf, Sir, that you
have any Bufinefs atall, orany thing to do with the
Name of a Correfpondent who fends you a Leiter ;
fince you never pretend to put in any, without the
due Examination thereof, whether or not fit for the
Publick, as being either profitable or amuling to
Mankind. Now if unfir, why would you publith
it ? ‘Or if hazardous, fiill what Bufinefs have you
with the Name? (unlefs you were only employ’d as
common Printers for an Author.) Since if you in-
cline not to publith fuch Letter, on your ownBotiom,
why rather not to difluade fuch Perfon from the
Publication thereof, than to ftrive to involve him in
trouble, where he reaps nonme of the Profit 7 Whet
gets your Correfpondent by fending, or comple-
menting you with a Letter, to s:;-blln'r: the Pub-
“lick, and to improve your Paper? Is it not you
who reap all the Profits thereof ? And by which
fome acquire confiderable Eftates, Nor can I by
any means imagine, as you feem inclinable to have
us think, that it is any Favour done to us, to put
in a proper Letter into your Paper, but that the Fa-
vour is unqueftionably done to you, when any fuch
Correfpondent inclines to fpend /o much of bis Time
in any fuch.like Way. If, Sir, you have any Ob-
je€tions, or Obfervations to make on this, you are
at full Liberty fo to do.

From, S IR, Yours, &c.

N. B. I fhall not preténd to determine whether
fome more, even of the Profcflion, may privately
be inclinable to have this Nofirum difcovered, as be-

lieving
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lieving to reap Advantage thereby. But I fhall on-
ly fay, that in whatfoe’er Light this Letter may
be confider’d, as being advantageous to this honeft
Female, or otherwife ; yet this I will ftill continue
to add, that even her Friends (if not the Profeffion
alfo) without fo duly confidering the Proofs pro-
pofed and demanded from her, are likely to involve
her into a Scrape, which probably cannot redound
to her or the Publick’s Advantage ; which feems
plainly to appear to me. Now whate’er I may have
advanced, yet I am no way unwilling to affift her
with my beft Advice, to thun that Rock (for the
fake of Truth) by her proper Application to me
for better Inftrutions. But I am well fatisfy’d,
that when difcovered, we fhall hear of fewer Cures
than now : Nor will it be minded, nor will hardly
any then know the proper Ufe thereof ; which the

herfelf even now does not,

Bl N T2
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WINCE charged with Singula-

eV rity of Opinion, in relation to

N\& the Degrees of DocTor (more

9% particularly in Phyfick) and

Z2¢ that you defired me more fully

to explain my felf on this

Head ; you will by this I here write you,

better judge of the Reafonablenefs of what I
advance.

I am not infénfible of the daring Boldnefs
of broaching fuch Opinions; and of the vaft
Crowd of Criticks, Hornets, &¢. I muit na-
turally expect to attack me on this Singularity
of Thoughts; yet, as Men who have Souls,
dare to ftart out of the common Traét, more
efpecially to follow Truth, though ever fo
fimply array’d ; fo my Endecavours have al-
ways been to keep as near and clofe to that
as poflible, let the Confequences be what
they would. Now whether by the Aflailants
A 2 called
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called ignorant, unlearned, undignified, or
wanting Capacity, &e.

Yacta ¢} Alea, valet quantum valere potef.

Before Hippocrates's Time, there appears
not to have been a fufficient Pegree of Ap-
plication and Obfervation, either in Phy-
Jick or Surgery; fo that in his Time it
feems to have been brought to the higheft
Degree of Knowledge: Nor do we know,
or will it, I believe, be advanced, that we
nave had any one Perfon who has ever yet
arrived to his Degree of Knowledge fince
ais Time (all, or moft, ever fince, that is
good, being taken from him.) Though I
cannot fee why we might not as much im-
prove ; as he did, on thofe before him, and
confequently even furpafs him in Know-
ladge - when fuch narturally fagacious Men
are tv pe found (of which all Ages, I doubt
not, have produced fomellj and who, apply-
ing themfelves in this Profeffion, ftriétly
following plain Truth only, as he did, mighe
confequently fucceed as well: Yet, how
difficult, this muft be, in a Time or Place of
Luxury and Corruption, fo contrary to the
cammon Cuftoms of fuch Times; or how
Iitzle any fuch Men would be minded, I muft
leave you to judge.

if Formalities, inftead of Realities, have

been the principal Things improved or mind-
ed

B e i i
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ed ever fince, to wit, this two thoufand Years,
What great Matters then have we to brag of?
or, Where are our great Advancements, as
to the Realities of Cures? It may, perhaps,
be advanced, that we have made fome Im-
rovements in the Anatomical Way : Now,
ven admitting this, Can we prove that it has
dvanced us one Jot further towards a Cure

n Phyfick, or even that of Surgery? Nay,

may, perhaps, without great Hazard, ven-
ture to add, or even to perform any one Ope-
ration better than in his Time, it being a
hing well known to Anatomifts, that the
effels, &c. from the Wantonefs of Narture,
eep not always the fame Situation: Thus in
ome Bodies, there are only found one pyra-
idal Mufcle (inPlace of two) and in others
one. The Advancements then that we have
ade, may poffibly be as much Matter of
uriofity and Speculation, as that of being
reatly Ufeful as to Practice. But as this
ems to lead me into another Field, to wit,
hat of the Nature of Pratice in this Art ;
fhall, at prefent, choofe to refer that to ano-
er Opportunity,and keep here to the Subject
ropofed.

There was not any fuch Cuftom as that
f Degrees of Doéfor in thofe Days; nor for,
t leaft, twelve hundred Years thereafter; or,
erhaps, even fo long after Galen ; though fo
reat an Improver of Words and Formalities.
ippocrates made himfelf well known in this

| BTy
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Art, and wanted no fuch Formalities ; bue
received the univerfal Voice with divine Ho-
nours, &¢. The Word Doéfor, amongft the
Romans them{elves, was no otherwife known
or underftood, than as a Teacher of their
Language ; that is, in more plain Engli/b,
a School-mafter; Medicus being the only
Name known for a Phyfician, till after the
Deftru&ion of the Roman Empire.

"Twas then the Bifhops of Rome, the Pa-
pal Authority, begun more parucuiarly to
thew it felf, by the great Conceflions given
from Charlemain, to Leo the Third, in the
eighth Century; ftill increafed by fucceeding
Emperors and Princes. “Twas then the See
of Rome fo advanced their vaft Authority,
and fuch large Pretenfions ; particularly in
every Thing which had the leaft Regard to
Letters. Schools in common Ufe in the Ro-
man Time, for the Teaching of the Roman
Language, f{o neceflary in thofe Countries
they had fubje¢ted (for the better Under-
ftanding of their Laws &e.) were, by the
fore{aid Authority, brought into a prefcribed
Merthod, and thus turned into Seminaries,
Colleges, and Univerfities, where the Meta-
phyficks, and Philofophy of thofe Times
were taught (viz. the Ariflotelian) or fome
Cobweb Chimerical Notions, the Produ& of
puzzling unexperienced Brains (withourt cul-
tivating and judging from natural Experi-

ments) thus idly prefuming to explain by
hard
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ard Words, the hidden Laws of Nature, and
tft Laws of Motion, &¢. To this was added,
heir Logic, or approved Method of Reafon-
ing : Which Liberty of Foundations, or at
leaft, Confirmations, were thus, at firt,
granted from Rome (and the Example fol-
lowed by lacter Princes;) the Mafters of fuch
Schools or Colleges, &c. being, in general,
Monks or Ecclefiafticks, were only to teach
fuch Doétrine as was approved of, as well as
that themfelves were to be approved of, and
under the Jurifdi¢tion of the See of Rome.
The methodical prefcribed Forms of Living,
Praying, C=zlebacy in Fellowfhips, their fin-
gular, Drefles, Names of Colleges, together
with the common Sloath, Riches, or Fatand
Formality of thefe Times, and Cuftoms, feem,
as yet, plainly toappear in our own two great
Univerfities. Nor was this Power and Ho-
nour only ; but likewife proved greatly pro-
fitable to the Roman Pontiff.

That Divinity fhould be taught there, and
thus made proper Seminaries for Divines,
approving and granting them all Sorts of Ho-
nours, Degrees, &c. need not feem ftrange:
Nor need it appear fo very Wonderful, if
their Chriftian Religion was, in fome Mea-
fure, blended with fome Ceremonies or Cu-
ftoms (at leaft) of the ancient Romans ; which
might, in fome Meafure, favour of fuch Cu-
ftoms, Ceremonies, or Opinions, interwoven,
and introduced intoall the Learning, Lawsand

2 BT
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Cuftoms of the ancient Romans; any more
than as all Religions whatfoever have ftill
been, more or lefs, tainted with thofe (as
well as that of the Nations) they defcend
from, or border upon. Now if the fame Ec-
clefiaftical or Papal Power, fhould even alfo
pretend to Authorife, Tutor, Approve, and
confequently Dignify, or give Degrees alfo
to fuch as ftudied the Roman, or other Laws
of each Country, intermix’d with the Ro-
man ; or even if more or lefs blended with
Gothic, Feudetary, or Municipal Laws ; ef-
pecially having fome Mixture of Canon or
Ecclefiaftical Law, ftill, in fome Meafure,
interfering, or fome way thus made depen-
dent on this faid Jurifdiction, or fo pretend-
ed to, need not feem greatly ftrange to us.
But, in the Name of Wonder, and the higheft
Admiration! how Medicine, or Phyfick,
‘hould alfo be here included into thefe Semi-
naries, or ,Colleges (Hofpirtals, furely, being
much the more proper place for fuch, and
hardly knowa rto the former) is a Thing I
cannot fo well compreiend ; unlefs it were,
as the Story is told, That in chofe, or foine
fuch illiterate Monkith Times, None fhould
be miade Bifbops but fuch as could read. So
poflibly, it might then alfo be thought Ne-
ceflary, by the forcfaid Authority, that thofe
likewife applying to Medicine, {hould not only
be able to read, but alio to learn the Roman

Tongue (the Greek being but little; or not
ufed,
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ufed, or known there, till lately) together
with the Do&rine, Philofophy, and Logick
of thofe times. There was, indeed, fome-
thing further thought Neceflary, as the having
Matfters for that End, to read fome publick
Le&ures on Medicine, &c. But how far
fucceeding Agesadvanced in real Knowledge
in this Art, by fuch Method, is what I will
not (at leaft, here) pretend to determine, but
rather choofe to refer fuch Thoughts to ano-
ther Opportunity, fhould I find it neceflary
to broach my Sentiments on the Nature of
Practice, &c. Yet this I will, at prefent, ven~
ture to fay, that Hippocrates knew nothing of
this Sort of Education, or of the Galenic or
Chymic Medicines, introduced in after Ages:
And, as to Surgery, the moft certain Parc of
Knowledge of the Profeffion, that was en=
tirely neglected, particularly as to the Pra-
¢tice, fo as to be in a very low State, if "ot
in a Manner quite loft’for, at leaft, fifteen
hundred Years. It was however not only
thus, I fay, that the Papal Authority tranf-
mitted their Honours, Degrees, Diplo-
mas, &c. but this Authority (by Diplomas
or Licenfes, &¢.) was even delegated to
their Archbifthops: Nay, even every Bi-
{bop had the like Authority granted them
in their particular Diocefe, who, I doubc
not, could read: Buct what Judges they
were of thofe duly qualified for the Cure
of human Bodies, I leave you to cenfider.

B But,
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But, methinks, the Clergy may freely
enough allow them{elves beholden to the See
of Rome for the great Power and Authority
they are arrived at, their Honours, Dig-
nities, &e.

And thus even when Kings, Princes, or
Subjects, followed the Ponrifical Example of
founding of Colleges, yet ftill it behoved them
to be confirmed by the Confent and Appro-
bation of this Sovereign Pontiff ; who grant-
ed his Briefs, or Bulls accordingly ; as alfo
reap’d the Profits of fuch Foundations, Ma-
fters, Scholars, &c. by the Peter’s Pence,
or yearly Money paid him from thence; be-
fides the great Power, Authority and Ho-
nour, he acquired thereby until the Refor-
mation. DBut it had been well, methinks,
for Phyfick, had he no way meddled there-
with; but entirely confined his Semina-
ries and Favours to his Divines properly
(or if the Lawyers pleafe, he might even
have them alfo.) Thus, after the Reforma-
tion, Ifay, Kings and Princes likewife fol-
lowed this faid Example made them ; found-
ing Colleges on the like Plans ; as alfo ma-
king Doéors of Phyfick by Mandate, or the
Chancellor doing it by Recommendation, &e.
Yet, whether this (by Mandate from the
Prince) was done before the Reformati-
on, may be a Queftion ¢ or whether it has
fince been practifed, as being Head of the
Church, or, properly, as Sovereign of the

Realm,



\

L

A\

Realm, is what I cannot pretend to decide,
or of their Comprehenfions in thefe Affairs :
But it is well known, that the Roman Pon-
- tiffs have not only taken upon them to give
Titles to Emperors, Kings, &c. but even
to degrade them, take their Crowns, &&.
as Witnefs King ‘fobn, with others, when
difobedient to the faid Pontiffs.

From thefe like Examples, and thefe lat-
ter Times, it was (pofiibly alfo, by particular
Favour). that the Profeflion were incorpo-
rated into diftin& Bodies, with Grants and
Charters in their Favour; ’twas now alfo
that Parliaments thought proper to enter in-
to the decifion of this Knowledge (efpecially
with us) granting Powers accordingly ; yer,
what great Advantages have been reap’d from
fuch like Methods, I muift leave them to
judge ; or what Care any fuch incorporated
Bodies have taken, as to the Knowledge of
thofe they admit, {o they get the Pence, is
fufficienly known; but certain it is there
was no fuch Thing till of later Years. Hipe
pocrates made himfelf {ufficiently known,
¢fteemed, and honoured in his Time (as all
Men, truly knowing, no Doubt, may.) In-
feriors or Ignorants, will die away of them-
felves, when not attempted to be opprefied,
reftri¢ted, or minded ; and will only ferve to
give more Luftre to thofe truly knowing ;
which ftill, {ooner or later, appears ; tho’ the
Ignoranr, or Unthinking, are often dazzled

B2 with
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with the firft Eclat, or Show, till they have
{ufficiently bought their Experience. In
China it is ftill fo as formerly. It is not
judged neceffary to meddle with any one as
a Phyfician, no more than with any Man’s
Cook; for if either, or any Man, poifons
or plainly does Mifchief, he is accordingly
liable to be called to Account, and punifh’d
for it by Law; and fo, no Doubt, all ought
to be, whether of incorporate Bodies, or
otherwife. :

The Cuftom, or Sanction of giving De-
grees, Honours, or Authority, ro fuch as do
not deferve them, muft furely do more harm
than good ; and fo alfo of chofe that have
the Authority and Power of granting and
oiving Degrees, Licentiating, &¢. who of-
ten know as little, or nothing material in this
Profefiion. Now how much Good then this
does to Mankind, or what Honour, Men
truly Knowing, do acquire by receiving
thofe Forms from fuch, is what I leave you
to judge of.

Nor can I fee why, in Phyfick, as well as
in Law, there thould not be Chamber-Coun-
cil ; or, as of old, amongft the Romans, who
had it from the Greeks, that is, the Furis
Confultus ; thus giving the Advice, or firft
general Opinion, with the Method to be
followed by the Pratitioners; rather than to
follow, or, at leaft, clofely to be ty’d down
to Prattice, or common Attendance, them-

felves;

| .
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{felves ; which they may be fuppefed fuffici-
ently to have feen, or run through, in rthe
former Part of Life. Such furely as judge
themfelves capable, might put themfelves
‘on that Foot ; yet, probably, there may be
fear of venturing to lofe their Prattice ; (if
{o, they may go on and keep to that) yet I
cannot imagine, if prudently managed, they
would, or ought to be lefs Valuable in Con-
fideration of Intereft, if truly knowing : Be-
fides their being capable of doing univerfal
Good, by extending their fuperior Know-
ledge and Method to all Mankind; fince
otherwife the moft Knowing, who clofely
attends Pracice his whole Time, fhall be
principally, or entirely taken up with clofe-
ly attending, fome twenty, or thirty, confi-
derable Families, and that too ingreat Hurry,
efpecially if a much greater Number: So
that the reft of Mankind, confequently, are
left to be help’d as they beft can, or to fuffer
and perifh for wantof the Advice of the moft
Able. For if there be any Preference, or any
D:fference, as togreaterTruth and Knowledge
in this Profeffion, it is then unqueftionable,
that the true Knowledge of the Malady, the
firft fetting out well, is the Principal 5 fince
the Cure is much more rarely wanting when
we once know the Diftemper; it being the
want of a thorough and fufficient Know-
ledge in thar, which occafions that infinity
of Errors, which Praitioners, in general,

are
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are fo liable to: Nor have fuch Praétitioners
({poke of) a fufficient Time to think, and duly
to digeft, confider thoroughly, to weigh, and
juftly to examine a Cafe, even when {uppo-
fed to be fufficiently capable ; bur if urher-
wife, that they are alfo wanting Capacity,
in fuch Cafe we can only leave the poor Pa-

tient to the Prayers of the Faichful.
Whereas in fuch, or the like Cafe (I fay)
by the Method aforefmd of determining and
direting, whether by writing, or otherwife,
this Perfon’s Judgment and Capacity would
accordingly be obferved or difcovered by the
Pra&itioner, as well as the Patient; and {o,
on the other hand, {fuch a Perfon would be
moft able, and foon difcover who were the
moft capable of pra&ifing well, and making
the moft juft Obfervations; and thus, on
very extraordinary Occafions, Alterations, or
Changes, when greatly d1f'ﬁculted they
might {till have Recourfe to confult the for-
mer (a good Praéitioner, ftill readily know-
ing the general and common Changes, &c.)
Thus the Praétitioner would, in Time, come
to be apprifed of the whole Method of
judging of the forefaid judicious Phyfician ;
and fuch his Knowledge confequensly be-
come univerfal ; and, in reality, the Patients,
with their Cafes, with more certitude, more
perfectly, and effe@ually taken Care of, than
in the common confufed and hurrying Way,
io often without due Coanfideration or Exa-
mination ;
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ination ; and furely muft ftill be much

orfe, if any room to fuppofe him alfo a
blundering Practitioner. ’Tis true, indeed,
that the greater Part of moft Cafes, are cured
by kind Nature, in {pight of all the bad Pra=-

&ice, or repeated Errors of fuch ; butit is in

the intricate, difficult, and more dangerous

Cafes, that the extraordinary Knowledge
is difcover’d; or otherwife, by the Igno-

rance and Blunders of the Pra&itioner, that

‘the Patient, once for all, pays the Whole:

'But I know not whether fome may not be
ready to obje&t to having either Truth or

real Knowledge too plainly difcovered ; thofe

however, who truly feek the Good of Man-

'kind, as well as their own, will nor,

' Such Method, I fay, of Writing, Reafon-
ing, or Dire&ing of Cafes, would be a much
more effetual Way of difcovering Know-
ledge, than by the commen Forms of Difpu-
tation in Schools, or by Thefs, &c. fo often
borrowed, or principally made by others;
the former being the trueft Specimens of real
Knowledge and juft Obfervation, founded on
iramediate Pradtice, as they do immediately
appear before us; fince all Cafes, probably,
are more or lefs differing one from another,
and confequently to be judged of accordingly :
And therefore the general Method laid down,
whether in Fevers, Smoll-pox, &, can be
of little or no Ufe, there being no fuch
Thing as any Certainty of Crifis, fo com-

R 3 monly
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monly laid down; fince varying according
to Sex, Age, Strength, or Particular Na-
ture of the Conftitution, Variation by Acci-
dents, known or unknown, as Heat or Cold,
the Seafon or Change of Weather, Ali-
ment, &,

'The great Benefit which Divinity or Law
may have reap’d from the vaft Variety and
Mulciplicity of common Forms, I muft leave
to others to decide : But I will venture to
fay, that Multiplicity, with the idle Shew,
and pompous Forms in Pby/fick, have, in rea-
lity, eat up the whole Subftance.

Hippocrates was greatly knowing in all the
Maladies, Difeafes, or Misfortunes, incident
to the Solids or Fluids of Human Bodies,
practifing Surgery, with all its Operations;
yet I am fcarce of Opinion, that he himfelf
practifed thac to the laft, which, methinks, can-
not well be {fuppofed ; or that it was poflible
for him to have attended that with his Mul-
tiplicity of Phyfical Practice ; and therefore it
feems probable, that he left the Chirurgical
Parc more particularly to be practifed by his
Sons or Difciples, they, probably, ftill con~
{fulting him ; all which might be, more cf=
pecially, in his latter Time. After him;
both Phyfick and Surgery appear to have been
upon the Decline; fince its Profeflors left
Truth, and ftri&t Obfervation, following
Chimerical Syftems, &¢. So even in Greece,
where this Art was yet more efpecially cul-

| rivated
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tivated than elfewhere, it afterwards vifibly
dwindled ; nor any' Authors worth the No-
tice, befides a few of this faid Nation ; yet
even thefe, with all fince his Time, feem
- to have been but mere Compilers from him,
or from fuch as had compiled from him.
Asto the Romans, they hardly had any fuch
Profeflion amongft them, or were f{carce ac-
quainted with it, till after the rich Spoils of
Afia and Africa, that Luxury and Sloath
were got amongit them: Thus as Luxury,
Sloath, Corruption, Infincerity, and Chime-
rical Philofophy increafed ; thus flying from
original Plainnefs, and Truth (fo as obferved}
this Profeflion dwindled into infinity of con-
fufed Mixtures and mere Forms. Hippocra-
fes’s Time being towards that of the Pelopone-
Sian War, appears to have been the critical
Time of the greateft Power, with fufficient
Opulence of the Greek Republicks, -though
- not yet arrived to that Height of Luxury
and Corruption as thereafter. It was then
that Hippocrates, by his great Integrity, and
ftri Search after Truth, raifed the Know-
ledge of his Profeffion to that Height: Buc
as thefe People thereafter, by Degrees, fell
into Corruption, as from the Time of Philip
of Macedon, to that of Mithridates; {o Truth,
no longer fought after, this Knowledge alfo
became corrupted ; and, as we have faid,
fhrunk into mere Forms, As to the Romans,
they appear to have known very little of ir,
' before
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- before the Time of Mithridates, Pompey, or
Yulius Cefar. It was about the Time of
Mithridates, that Afclepiades left Greece (be-
ing of Bythinia) and came to Rome, where
he at firft taught Rhetorick; but not finding
his Account in that, he undertook. the Study
and Pra&ice of Phyfick; more particularly
pracifing that of Bathing, inventing hanging .
Beds with fuch Baths ; together with Abfti-
nence, Fri¢tion and Exercife. ’Tis true, in-
~ deed, Areagathus was at Rome about one
hundred Years before him ; but his principal
Practice being by Cutting and Burning, he
was faid to bave been banifh’d from that
City. In the Time of Auguftus, commonly
reckon’d the moft polite Age, and he the
great Incourager of Arts and Sciences, the
chief Phyfician we then hear of in Rome, at
that Time, was Antonius Mufa, noted for
his Recovery of the faid Emperor from an
Indifpofition, by advifing him to the Cold-
Bath; and for which he was highly grati-
fied, being honour’d with the Liberty of
wearing the Bulla Aurea, as well as all the
reft of the Profeffion, for his Sake: Nay, ia
high did the Humour run ac that Time, for
this Cure, that the Senate even alfo thought
fit to ere¢t a Statue in Brafs (to his Honour)
placed by the Side of Zjfculapius, though,
probably, likewife by way of Compliment
to Auguftus. We are neverthelefs told, by
the fame Hiftorian (Swetonius) that, by fthe
2 like



(19)

like Advice, which he gave to Marcellus
(Nephew, and adopted Son of the faid Em-
peror) this Youth thus made his final Exir;
fo iil feems he to have known how to di-
ftinguith. ’Tis true, indeed, that Livia has
been charged, or fufpected, by fome, on this
Occafion, to have prompted Mufa thereto;
though thereappears not the leaft juft Ground
for it ; fince he could not promife upon any
fuch certain Effe&, no more than on the
good Effects: Nor can we 1magine Livia to
have been fo weak, as to difcover her felf
upon fuch an Uncertainty, even fuppofing
Mufa to have been fo bafe to his generous
Mafter, and to his Prince, with his own
Lofs of Credit, Hazard, &¢, befides that,
we very well know, that it was his common
and principal Pratice ; having alfo recom-
mend:d the fame to his Friend Horace (as
that Poet himfelf obferves;) nor do we,
indeed, hear muoch of his other Knowledge :
What elfe we know of him, being of no
great Moment, or Confequence. And, in-
deed, from this Time forward, Baths appear
to have been in great Ufe at Rome, both for
Healch and Pleafure. Bur, before I leave
this polite Reign, I muft beg Leave to ob-
ferve, that it 1s not a litcle {urprizing, that
the moft certain Branch of this Profeffion,
to wit, that of Swurgery, appears then hardly
to have been known, or minded; nor do
we know, or hear, of any noted Pra&itioner

&2 in
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in this Way, at that Time ; which is greats
ly amazing, confidering then the Blood-fhed,
‘Wars, Gladiators, Publick Games, &.

In the Reign of Tiberius, we do not hear
of any Improvements in Phyfick or Surgery ;
but that one Charicles, a Greek, was confult-
ed, in Relation to the faid Emperor, feem-
ingly by thofe about him, rather than by
himf{elf ; who neither received any Medi-
cine, or Diretion, from that Phyfician:
¥Yor this fhrewd Prince, befides his very
low Opinion of their Knowledge in that
Art, as well as his natural Jealoufy and
Sufpicion, did not think fit to ufe any ; fay-
ing, that a Man, after thirty Years of Age,
ought to be athamed to let a Phyfician feel
his Pulfe ; yet Plutarch writes it fixty Years;
though, ’its certain, that Tzberius made no
Ufe of any after thirty: Yet, as Pliny ob-
ferves, he neverthelefs allow’d very large
Salaries to thofe he had appointed as his
Phyficians.

After this Time, we hardly find any
Thing worth our Notice, either in Phyfick
or Surgery, until the Time of Marc. Aurc-
{iys, in whofe Time Galen lived, ’Tis true,
that the principal, or only one (efpecially
Romgn Author) worthy our Notice before
that Time, amongft the Romans, or even,
at leaft, till towards the fourth Century,
that is, to the Time of the Emperor Fuffi-
nian, was Celfus, a Philofopher, and Dif-

' ciple
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ciple of Afcleprades ; though we have not fo
much as any Certainty in what Reign he
lived ; nor 1s it any way probable he ever
practifed ; but appears merely to have been
a great Compiler, principally out of Hip-
pocrates, &c. whom he names, Omuis Me-
decine Parens; fuch as the Philofophers and
Writers of thefe Times were, as Pliny, &c.
who, in general, pretended to fome Know-
ledge in this Art, yet did not practife: And
there are, indeed, feveral Things which
Celfus writes, in relation to Surgery in par-
ticular, which fufficiently thew him to have
been no Praétitioner himfelf. It is, how-
ever, likely he might have lived in the
Reign of Tiberiys, and had, no Doubrt, de-
ferved the beft, to have been that Prince’s
Phyfician (which he certainly was not) had
he, I fay, been a Pra&titioner. RQuintilian,
who mentions him, fays of him, Mediocris
vir ingenii ; and, confequently, did not con-
fider him as a great Genius in any Way ; but
rather, as we have obferved, as a Compiler,
g¢. And thus he writ of Rhetorick, Poetry,
Agriculture, and the whole Art of War,
as well as of Phyfick; and yer we know not
of his Practice in that Way, no mere than in
the other.

Diofcorides alfo lived in the fame Age,
tho’ he was, properly, a Grecian: Nor have
we any Thing from him, as to Method of
Pra&tice, in this Profeflion, but hath left usa

Ma-
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Materia Medica, or Defcription of Herbs, &,
with an infinity of Virtues afcribed to them
by him.

After this, for above an hundred Years,
we have very little, or nothing, until the
Time of Galen, towards the End of the fe-
cond Century, in the Reign of Marc. Au-
relius ; though Galen was alfo of Pergamus
or Greece 5 yet even he alfo can only be con-
fider'd as a mere Compiler, Tranflator, or

tedious, verbofe Commentator on Hippocra-

tes; whom, by his bewildring Philofophy,
he has rather confounded and {poiled, than
amended ; 'twas he that fo much infefted,
and brought the Pratice into fo much Con-
fufion ; he is faid to have writ two hundred
Volumes on this Subje&. He feems but
little to have minded Szzrgfry (nor hear we
of its-being much minded by any other in

his Time) although he treats, ’tis true, of

the Diforders of the Bones, &¢. It’s faid (not
however to his Credit) that he was fo fright-
ed on Occafion of the Plague, which hap-
pen’d in Rome at that Time, that he left it
on that Account'; notwithftanding his great-
ly valued Antidote he made, and {fo much
ufed ; that notable contufed Compound,
the Theriac. And though even valetudinary,
and that he lived to a confiderable Age;

yet that feems more particularly to have been !

owing to the Stri¢tnefs of his Diet, than to
the Ufe of his Medigines, |
' From
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From henceforward, or foon after, Phy*
fick, as well as Surgery, feem to have lefc
Rome ; nor do we, indeed, any where hear
of any fuch Thing for near two hundred
Years; during which Time, it feems to have
beenentirely loft. It was during this Time,
’tis true, that Divifions and Perfecutions
were in Rome, and that the Roman Empire
was now invaded and rent, fo greatly infefted
by the Goths, &c. which travelling, hardy,
half ftarved Nation, feem to have had no
Occafion for the Medicinal Tribe, princi-
pally. increafed by Luxury, Sloath, and Irre-
gularity ; fince Men do thus accordingly ap-
ply to the Study of Remedies, proper to cure
the Dregs of thofe Evils.

Towards the End then of the fourth Cen-
tury, this Art appears again to have return’d
to Greece, or Conftantinople, in the Time of
the Emperor Fuftinian ; who not only or-
der’d the Body of the Roman Law to be col-
lected and digefted, but even that alfo of
Phyfick, in which Oribafius, a Phyfician of
that Time, was principally employ’d; though
Atius alfo writ about the fame Time, and
in the like Manner; they were however
both Greeks, not Romans. Oribafius is faid
to have writ no lefs than feventy Volumes
on this Subje®, though moft of them are
loft ; yet they cannot well be confider’d, but
as mere Compilers, principally from G‘!a-

en,
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Len, &c. and Tralian and P; Hginet (about
the fame Time) moftly Abridgers of them.

From henceforward the little Pretence
of Knowledge which remain’d, together
with moft of the Greek Writings, were con-
vey'd by the Saracens or Arabiansinto the
Mabometan Empire, eftablifh’d about two
hundred Years thereafter ; though what we
have that appears the moft confiderable a-
mongft them, was that of Avicenna, Mefue,
Awverroes, &c. who were about the tenth or
.cleventh Century ; their Theory, and prin-
cipal Method of Pradtice however, appears,
in general, to be taken from the Greeks :
"Tis true, indecd, they added Chimiftry (the
Produ& of Zgypt, about the eleventh Cen-
tury) but at the fame Time negleéted, or, 'in
a great Meafure, loft the more certain and
ufeful Knowledge in this Profeffion, to wit,
that of Swrgery; it being very plain, that
there were a2 Sufficiency of Remedies before
this Time; fince Hippocrates did certainly
do more without it, than they could ever do
with it ; there being, before that, in all bu-
man Probability, a Sufficiency of plain. Re-
Jnedies for all Maladies, whether in the Ve-
gitable, Mineral, or Animal Kingdoms; or
even enough in any Country, to fupply it
felf ; fince Providence feems to have provi-
ded fo for the Maladies common. to each

Climate, that there alfo their proper Reme-
| dies
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dies do grow. ’Tis true, indeed, that the
Arabians have made us acquainted with fome
good Simples; as the Rhubarb, the Indian
Aromatic Spices, the Produce of Afia, as well
as thofe alfo of the Countries they pofiefied ;
yet whilft (I fay) we fo much employ our
Time in ftudying thefe, we readily neglect
our own. Burt as they difcover’d a few Sim=
ples to us, fo they alfo confounded us with
others ; as the Ufe of precious Stones in Me~
dicines, Gold, Silver, &¢. and at the fame
Time, pefter’d us with chat infinite Variety of
Compounds, or Mixtares ; fuch as the Su-
gar'd Tribe, the Syrups, Juleps, Conferves.
Confe&tions, EleGtuaries, &¢. So that, in thore.
they much more confounded us, than better'c
us; and were, at beft, but a pradtifing Sc
of Apothecary Chymifts; they, indeed, dii-
cover’d the Small-pox, unknown to us be-
fore ; yet left us buc lictle the wifer, as to
the Cure. Nor were there any fuch Things
as Univerfities in Ufe amongft them, or any
Dignities of that Kind.

About this Time, or towards the twelfth
Century, the Holy War being then carried
on, it was thus thofe Arabians were intro-
duced to us from Syr7a ; thefe were the onlv
Books minded, and tranflated from the Ara-
bic, by the Monks, &¢. who taught them in
the Schools, till after the taking of Con-
ftantinople, in the Year 1453. that by Means
of feveral Greeks, which came from thence,
: D into
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into Italy, they alfo brought feveral Manuy.
fcripts in their own Language, and firft taught
it there. After which, Printing followed;
when, towards the End of this Century, or
Beginning of the next, the Years 1526, to 8,
Aldus then firft: printed Diofcorides, Hippo-
crates, and Galen : Nor was the Greek Lan-
guage bardly known, nor taught in the
Schools, till about this Time; nor Hippo-
crates little minded, taught, or read, till
after this Time. And thus alfo it was that
thefe, as well as the former, were accord-
ingly introduced into the Weftern, and thefe
more Northern Parts,

It was now, or before this Time, that
Hofpitals alfo came in Ufe, as well as that
the general Chaos clear’d up a little, and
that Mankind became fomewhat more In-
quifitive into the Reality of Things, by Ob-
jervation and Experiences. Thus Surgery,
hitherto almoft loft, begun again to rear up
1ts Head : Nor did Phyfick lofe by Hofpitals
and Obfervation, probably improving more
this Way than by all that was taught in the
Schools.

It was now (I fay) in thefe latter Times,
as towards that of Henry the VIII*" (that ab-
{olute Prince) that Societies, and Companies,
were eftablifh’d amongft us, as hasalready been
obferved, their great Ufe, &c. The Apo-
thecaries, till of late, were Grocers, Drug-
gilts, and Compounders of Medicines ; and

2 the
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the Method and Cuftom of prefcribing was
hardly, or not at all, known, till about that
Time. The Arabians, from whom we feem
to have borrowed moft of their Compofi-
tions, Chymiftry, Method, and Practice,
ufed entirely their own Language, whether
in Writing or Directing, &c. (as the Greeks
had done in theirs;) the Arabians (I fay) ha-
ving no way minded the Latins or Romans.
"T'is true, indeed, that the Romans, accord-
ing to Pliny (at that Time fond of the Gre-
cian Language) did fometimes ufe to write,
or dire& in Greek, for Medicines from the
Druggifts, or Compounders of Medicines ;
with which, however, he finds Faulr, as
merely political, as being thus more va-
lued (fays he) by not being fo commonly
known.

From all which, Sir, you will obferve
the great Reafon our Moderns have to mind,
or any way to follow, the Romans in this
Art; or I might, perhaps, without great
Danger, even add in any Art or Science;
fince it was the Greeks, who not only brought
this Art into Rome, practifed and taughe ic
there, but likewife all the great Artifts
then were, in general, of that Nation: For
the Romans were a proud, haughty, afpiring
« People (and, when Luxury and Phyfick
came in) became Sloathful, and were al-
ways principally addited to War: 'Tis true,
there were a few who apply’d to Philofo-

| | k2 phy,
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hy, Poetry, and the writing of Hiftory;
gu: moftly borrow’d, or following the Ex-
amples of the Greeks ; which Language, in
the luxurious flourithing State of the Ro-
man Empire, they learned ; and many went
into Greece to learn it, and to be educated
there ; as Cicero did, &¢. and as the Greeks
were wont to do into Egyp?, or as we do into

France ac this Time ; thefe being the then

living Languages, from whofe Cuftoms,
Manners, and Knowledge, with their Ob-
fervations on the Living, they thus learn’d,
and profited mere than by the Dead, which
they had but little Regard to. _

Thus the Greeks, 1 (ay, went into Zgypt,
and had their Learning from thence; not
from the old Pbanician, Hebrew, or Chal-
daic, or any other dead Language whatfo-
ever. The Romans did, indeed, at firft, by
their Power, force their Laws and Lan-
guage upon us; after which, by Cuftom,
and the Power of the See of Rome, with
fome Neceffity, for the better underftand-
ing of their Laws, Religion, &¢. it wasen-
deavour’d to be render’d univerfal, and thus
went on, |

When we confider then, that we Mo-
derns, in a great Meafure were, and ftill
feem to be, the immediate Difciples of the
Arabians, particularly, and clofely follow-
ing their confufed Farragoes of Medi-
cines in Pharmacy and Chymiftry, I can-

not
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ot apprehend confequently, why the Stu-
lents in this Profeflion, fhould not much
more reafonably have ftudied the 4rabic
fhan the Roman Tongue; and, that the
ractitioners fhould not thus, ftill more rea-
onably, have accordingly made their Pre-
criptions in that Language, if afraid thofe
10t of the Profeflion might otherwife difco-
er too much, fince thus more hid. But
tlas ! ignorant, mean {pirited People, may
ear thefe Things ; but Men of true Spirit,
enerofity, real Knowledge, or good Will to
ankind, never will; but, on the contrary,
ill endeavour to render Mankind as Know-
Jing as poflible ; itbeing rather the great Mif-
‘ortune of Men of true Knowledge, to have
Jo do with Fools, or Ignorants: Neither is
t {o eafy to render People Knowing in any
ay (as Men commonly imagine) and yet
ore particularly in this Profeffion, nay,
bften not even thofe bred to it. Do we not
Fag :

tlainly obferve, that it matters not fo much
he Knowledge of a Medicine, as the right
ethod of ufing it ; the Quantum, the Quale,
nd the Quomado, variable according to Sea~:
on ar Particulars, as the good Judgment
sall dire&; or when to ufe, and when to
btain, &¢? Thus (next to knowing of the
Malady) thefe are the principal Marks of
he Phyfician. Do we not plainly, obferve,
at every onc knows the Perz Bark cures
gues ! yet few know how fuccefsfully ra
| | ufe
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ufe it ; nay, might we not venture to fiy,
even of the Profeffion ; elfe, What Occafion
would there be for calling in others? And
thus it was that Dr. Ratcliff often cured
fuch with this, or the Hypocacoan in Fluxes,
or with the fame very Medicine which o-
thers had been long unfuccefsfully ufing be-
fore him. Were it not for thefe Reafons
obferved, a Charlatan Tinker, or pretend-
ing Woman, might play the Profeflor as
well as the beft : Befides, that it’s common-
ly obferved, that notable Do&orizing good
Women, are commonly the beft Friends,
and bring Bufinefs to the Profeflion. For
my own Part, I was always much more a-
fraid of Ignorance, or of Mens knowing too
little, than of their knowmg too much.

Nor does any Thing appear more ridicu-
lous to me, than that of crying, Such a Man
has ferved his Time, or been taughe his
Trade, and fince in vaft Hurry of Bufinefs
all his Life ; and therefore (fay they) muft
confequently know, &¢. Yet nothing more
common, than that they blunder, and jog
on fo in Life, to a great Age ; and laftly, die
without ever having known any Thing ma-
terial in their Bufinefs, whether in this Pro-
feflion, or anv other; and yer ftill lefs in
this, fo littls vifible to the common Eye. Do
we not daily obferve, in the low and more
common Parts of Life, thar, but a very

few Coblers well know how but to Heel-
Pieca
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biece a Pair of Shoes, fo as they ought to
be, though at it all their Life-time? Nay,
even a Porter (unlefs one in Fifty) fhall
ardly rightly know how, properly, to ma-
age, and to carry a Burden, if any way
uncommon, or out of his common Way; or
even to deliver a Meflage as he ought, tho’
ever {o plainly told him. Thus there muft
be that natural Sagacity (as well as a fuffici-
ent Degree of Experience) which natural
Sagacity Men are not to be taught. Now
if a lictle of this be {o abfolutely neceffary
in the moft plain and commoneft Affairs of
ife ; how much more abfolutely necef-
fary is a much greater Share of this na-
ural Sagacity, and folid Judgment, to fuch
ho pretend to decide in the moft intricate
and difficult Pares of Knowledge, on which
human Life depends? Neither is this ne-
effary only to that Province, of ordering
or adminiftring of Remedies ; but the like
Solidity, Knowledge, Sagacity, Penetration,
and Judgment, are no lefs neceflary to judge,
and well to perform any of the principal
Operations of Surgery (to wit, the when,
the how, and where) as well as the judici-
oufly and properly treating them thereaf-
ter : For the Wanr, or Deficiency of which
Solidity of Judgment (I fay) infinite Blun-
bders and Mifchiefs are committed ; which,
ith utmoit Care, will be endeavoured to
be hid, and concealed from the Publick;
whilft
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whillt a little accidental Succefs fhall be
moft carefully trumpeted about by the impu-
dent or ignorant Operator. Ina Word, for my
own Part, I fhould choofe, and rcfcr, aju-
dicious Nurfe, though but ofP a Year or|
two’s Experience, before an injudicious one
of ever fo long Experience, who will be
fure to prefume on fuch ill digefted Expe-
rience ; whereas the other will, at leaft, be
cautious, when any way dnubtful of domg

M:fchmf

- But to draw towards an End, Sir, yuu!
will obferve, that I feem infenfibly to be
led in to treat of the Nature of Praﬁice,j
which I would, at prefent, refer to another
Occafion : Let it now {ufhice, that I h:aun't:‘,f1
hinted to you fomewhat of the Nature of
Degrees, &c. As for the particular Appel-
latmn of DocT OR, fo frequently and com-
monly ufed to fuch as practife Phyfick, whe-
ther bm: Mafters of Arts, or Batchelors only, |
&e. that may be underftood as adiftinguifhing

Appellation in what they profefs, as Coun-
fellor at Law ; or Difcretionary, as judged
to deferve it, by their great Knowledge in
this Profeffion ; ; in giving fome new Lighe,
inftru&ing or tcaching Mankind further
Knowledge in this Art; or more particular=
ly, to have diftinguifhed themfelves in this
Profeflion, without troubling Holland, France,

Germany, or Switzerland, (by Pm'mmm) w0
ﬁpd
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find out our Knowledge, or any other intereft-
ed Method, or Society of interefted Men,
whether at home or abroad.

As to the Powers granted to particular
Societies (as has already been obferved) of
what great Significancy, 1 fay, is it, if noc
only the different Branches of this Profef-
fion do interfere; and are confounded, one
with the other, without any due diftinguith-
ing Marks for the Bounds of either? Or
if, as yet, thofe not regularly bred to any
of irs Branches, do, without Controul of
any fuch incorporate Bodies, what they lift ;
nay, if Directors in the legiflative Power
do favour them, and they are even pleaded
for by them, thus fupporting them by Way
of doing Juftice, to what Purpofe then fuch
Grants, or Aéts of Parliament for {uppref-
fing them? (not that I am for Perfecution,
as has already been hinted.) But how is 1
then, I fay? Are fuch Bodies of Men only
incorporated to give particular Trouble to
the more regularly bred, of Underftanding
and Capacity, as being the moit Dangerous ?
or, on the other Hand, if we find the very
Members' of futh incorporate Bodies, run-
ning after (to be taught by) fuch as they
allow not to be Regular, What fhall we
fay of fuch Regularity ?

_Toconclude, Sir, T know not what No-
tions you will form to your felf from what
E has
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has here been hinted ; but "tis well if your
Idea of the Profeflion (from this) be of a
fuperior Form than that of their being mul-
tiplied by Luxury, and confequently, and
principally, the mere Scavengers of the Ef-
fects of that Luxury and Corruption, Sloath,
Intemperance, and Irregularity of Living, ra-
ther than from that of the Defeéts of Nature
or Accident; are, in fine, thus the grand
Soothers of Mens Folly and Extravagance;
fo that the Wife and Regular, are but rarely
Cuftomers: And though the more immedi-
ate Gain of common Riches feems to attend
the other Side; yet, for private Satisfa-
¢tion to Men of Knowledge, fuch will ftill
with to cultivate the latter, as I would
yours, .

I am, &ec,

PO S T H R IR.T.
EVEN the Word Apxm?p@, or, ﬁrﬂ P,é_y..

fician, feems a Queftion, whether known,
or in Ufe amongft the Romans, till towards
the Time of Conflantine, or the firft Chriftian
Emperors. e
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I am juft now fo ftunned with a continued
Noife of Nofirums, fo much the Tafte of the
prefent Age, as well as that of Miracle
Working, &e¢. that though a little wide of my
intended Purpofe, yet cannot forbear ac-
quainting you with this-thort Hint on Rbeu-
matifim (for which Remedies are fo daily ad-
vertifed) that, to cut fhort, I know not any
ftrong Evacuator, whether by the Skin, or
by Vomit, Stool, or Urine (or even of more-
mild and conftant Continuance) that will
not be fuccefsful in Rbeumatifn, or even in
Gout, that is not over rivited by Stones, or
old Age. Thus all the bold, idle People in
Town, may fet up as foon as they pleafe ;
Hit or mifs, Luck is All: Very vifible ill
Confequences happen but feldom; A gold
Chain, or a broken Leg. Let thofe look ouf
who have the Watch,













PHYSICK is a Jest, &c.

oy UR Title will, I doubt not, give
o8\ \W crcat Umbrage to fome; and ifa
few of the more thinking Part of
S ae Mankind fhould not be © greatly
furpr:zcd thereat, yet 'tis likely that the Genera-
\lity will be rmdy enough to conclude it next
(to an impoflibility, we fhould ever be able to
make good our faid Title, as that of, Phyfick
ibeing 2 jeff, &c. Let us try then Emw we
an make out this firft grand Article. Iknow
t will very freely be advanced and ask'd, Can
ny fuch Profeflion be a je/# by which there is
o much good Money to be got? But if that
¢ the Cafe, or an Argument of any weight,
know not whether artful Gameflers, Ufurers,
r gallant defigning Ladzes, &c. may not
ikewifc as readily advance, that their Bufinefs
s no more a jeff, than that of the former,
ct I would again ask, (by way of return on
he other fide) how we are tofind out or know
truly-able and well knowing Phyfician, whote
nowledge is 70 jeft ? Or otherwife, to put
t as yet in other words, the certain Criferion,
N2 oL
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or Rule, by which we are to judge of any one
of them knowing morc than any of thesr
Neighbours ¢ “Ina word, thatPerfon of fach
fuperioiir Knowledge, whether it be by his in-
ftructing, or teaching Manﬁmd thofe hlS fupe-
riour Talents : or that it be by any .other means
he makes them truly and juftly fenfibly there-
of.~ For if it be only by the forefaid Rule of
him that gets the moft Money, (according to
our but too common way of rcckoning) it
will then, T fay, appear to be no more not
lefs a jeft than the former.  And now, fhould
we again thiuk fit to put it to the Teft of their
own Words, w¢ fhould I doubt find, that the
oite knows juft about as much as the other, if -
we depend upon them, and take their own
Words for it, or that of their Friends. More
efpecially, if they cannot make the World
more fenfible thereof by their approved Pro-
du&tions, or by fome cvident Proofs of fuch
tiicir undnubtcd Superiority and Knﬂwh:dgc.
Being, as we have obferved the World in ge-
neral is ready and apt to judge, or confider
them to be pretty equal, and accordingly do
hardly make a Shilling difference betwixt the
one and the other, in their Fees, being in that
nearly “alike : parncuiarlv with thofe of the
{ame Clafs; of which kind there ftill are fe-
veral, even of thofe we can reafonably pre-
fiime “arc the beft paid.”  And any diftinc-
tion (being made) in this, it is rather in pro-
portion to their Riches, aad the Figure they
It ;o make

-
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make in the W'mld as that of their Equipagge,
or cxpenfive Living, & ¢. than from any real
or f{olid Cunﬁdcratmn as that of the rcal Me-
rit and Knowledge of any fuch Perfon. And
next, if we prwatcl}r examine cach, feparately,
as to his Opinion of the reft of his faid Bre-
thren, he will very readily infinuate to you,
that fuch know but little of the matter, in
comparifon with himfelf. Now as to the
Good that is done, or how many are pre-
ferved by the one, more than by the other,
may be the queftion. If then we would be de-
termin’d in this by the Opinicn of Apotheca-
rics, whom Patients commonly agree to be
far better Judges of fuch Matters than they
themfelvesare, ’tis well if thefe Pra@itioner: do
not determine the Affair in favour of thofe as

the very beft, whom they have the greateft
aumber of Bills from. In fine, we fhail ob-
ferve fome Male, or Female, of the firft Rank,
rorecommend fome one Pra&utmncr by which
fuch Phyfician fhall advance into an cxtraurdl-
nary Credit, Money, and Bufs imefs : Whillt
another (at the famr: time) who is pofiibl

much more knowing, or, modeftly (peaking,
knows full as much, is fﬂrﬂ'{}t or entirely neg--
leCted @ or, '1cmrd1ncr to th-:, modern Phrafe,
is little better then frarved. Is not all this A£-

fair then of Phyfick, or the Praftice thereof, a.
merejeft? Yes, fay you ;s bur I muft take care of,
and recommend my Friend.  But then again,
{ay 1, -it would by this Rule feem that the one

is
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iseven as good as the other, and confcquentl}f
not much material which it is of the Profef:

fion ; that is, in effe, it is thus little better
than « mere Feft. But perhaps this Aflertion

will yet ftill appear more plain, when we come

to confider the Management of this Affair un-
der the Head of mere + Humour. What 1
mean by Humonr, is where Mankind are more
particularly guided by their favourife Inclina-
tionsor Paflions: orare rthus fomchow {ooth’d
or cajol’d in their favourite Follies, rather than
in making a truly, juft, and reafonable Choice
of Men or Things; that is, from the real Me-
rit to be found in fuch, without the leaft Biafs
fron: the Paflions, altogether unprejudiced,
entirely from the Strength of Reaton. Thus
then we fhall obferve, that Menare commonly
led by their private ]ntcu{’t or Avarice, their
Fancy, orby particular AffeGtion ; in ﬁne by
fome one or other of their Paflions; otherwile
by commen Cuftom, like Sheep, are led to
follow onc another, or at beft fome {cabby Be//-
weather, fo implicitcly direCted and con-
dulted by one, whofc principal Intereft it is to

lead them wrong, according to his own pro- |
o b

per intereft, without hardiy having a Vote in
their own Affair, even though a Matter of the
greate{lt moment, to wit, that of Lzfe or Death,
And all this from that filly idle pretence of their
not being, fay they, fui'ﬁu ent Judges of thefe

Affairs.

T s to the r:':-';'?f,f.";.r.fnfr this Praﬁ“ ton a5 a Whim, itis f5y more
particularly [poke of bereafier, under the Notion of Fancy, &c.
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Affairs. And how, Ipray, is it very certain,
that thofc they acpcnd thus greatly on, arc
much more fo? Or any better Judges (furcly
not lefs unbiafs'd and difinterefted) than them-
felves, tho' ftrongly, and no doubt fufhciently
pretending thereto. Butalas! when the fame
is duly confidered, we fhall more probably find
it in reality to be an idle, negligent, incondi-
derate Pufillanimity and Fear, rather than from
any real and juft Caufe, without that proper
ufc of their folid Reafon duly: themfelves to
infpec and examinetherein.  For without fup-
pofing them to be proper judges of particular
Arts, Sciences, or Profeflions, or that they
are obliged to {tudj.r them, (Lhnuﬂfh if any, that,
methinks of their Hcalth, ought ro be the firft,
which would not be the worfe for them when
ill) yer admitting they do not incline, or are
not to trouble themfelves with this part; I
cannot however by any means be of opinion,
but that the Study of Mankind ought (at leaft
in fome degree) to be their Care and Applica-
tion : Whereas we but too commonly, in re-
ality do find, that they even know and apply
themﬂ:lvcs full as little to that, as to the for-
mer. When were they, I fa}f duly to con-
fider, ftudy, and know, which is that Man or
Perfon of real and {olid Senfec, Integrity, and
Judgment, (which ought merd to be the
Study and Confideration of every one) and
that, without the leaft regard to Party, Hu-
mour, Recommendation, Shew, idle, glary

& | ~4 7 'Embeliifh=
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Embclhﬁlmcnts Intereft, or Biafs, the}f rnwht
then juftly cnough concludc that fuch Perfon
fo duly weigh'd in that true mannet;, could
hardly bc grcatly deficient in what he applics
himfelf to, (at leaft not lefs than others, not
thas duly pmfed) fince fuchPerfon of Intf.:gr:.htj,v",_i,l
Honour, and Knowledge, will fcarce apply
himf{elf incffe@ually to any thing he much in-
clines to. Nor will he pretend to impofe on
ihoﬁ: (more efpecially) who put a Confidence
in him, by unjuftly 1.u1dcrtak1ng more than
what he well knows himfelf fully capable; of.
Whereas thofe who are dcficient in fich like
true Qualitics, they are on the other hand juft-
Iy to be fufpeted in cvery refped, not only as
ta ‘Capaciry, but even.as to their Integrity.
Yet fo fay it is, that moft Men do generally
facrifice their Kncwlcdwc Reafon, erﬂl‘udﬂ-
ment to their particular meaar or Paflion ;
fince nothing is more common than that they
prefer fuch :.-md fuch, as being of their Party,
for the more effeCual Support thereof, e,
when gothing can in reality be more ﬁupid ;
{ince true Knﬂwledfre in Phyfick can be of no
I’ait} However, they are often thus fil]
willing to facrifice their Reafon, as well as
pﬂfﬁbf}r their Lives alfo, mcrciy to their Hu-
mony or Paflion. And o it is in like mannet
that Avarice, or Intereft, often leads them
Relationfhip, or other Tics, ¢e. whereas fuch,
or any Pafficas, or szffam.r have not in the
lf:-aﬂ to do with recal SE:// zzr*d Kﬂawlfdgf in

this
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this Profeflion. . Well, but the Anfwer rea-
dily is, hﬁ'wfﬂ a Friend may do well enough
on a [light, or common occafion (which may bé
very true, being there may not be any) yet do
they ftill know the occafion thercis? But if
thofc fuppofe the one to be good as the other,
then indeed we muft give up our Reafon: or
‘twere full time to give up the Profeffion, there
being ar that rate, little or nothing iz L
which if fo, they mwht methinks ¢’en ;u.
well fave their Mnnc)r (eiven in fuch way) in
their own Pockets. Humour, as yet fhews itfelf
fo very firong in moft cafes, that whilft in the
fit of an Humour, or Paflion towards {ome
particular Perfon, whether from Love, Intereft,
or mere Whim and Fancy of pleafing us during
the time, we then admire and look on fuch
with the greateft Pleafure and Satisfadtion ;
Nay, they t “then do in reality appear to us with
the Faces, and Graces, of Angels, when we
arc fo catch’ d, and if it happens, or is ftill fo
continued when dying, being in that delu-
five or affetionate Humour that nionicnt,
are rcady to leave all or moft to fuch.
Whereas if cither then, or before, this Pei-
fon upon fome trifling occafion happen to
difoblige fuch dying Perfon, they then appédr
hateful and like “Devils to hinmi; as well as
that their Perfe&ions do but too commonly
fecem Imperfections, and are thus as {uddenly
ftruck out of all favour: which I doubt at
fuch time proyes to be but too rmuch 1,

B ' SVC cn
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even with the very beft of us’: yet furely this
can, or ought to have nought to do in mat-
ters of Phyfick. It would indeed be needlefs,
to enter into all the variety of Humours Men
arc poflefs’d with, every Particular readily
~knows his own Inclinations, if not that of
his Friends alfo; and itis not a little furprizing
to {ec with whatWarmth, Sophifiry, Rhetorick,
or Fargon, every onc juftifics and {upports his
own dear Humour and Inclination, or that
of his Friend. ThusIknow not whether Fancy
is not properly enough to be confidered under
the Denomination of Humonr, or whether it
ought rather to be clafs'd under its own diftinct
Head. Yet in the latter there would feem to be
fomewhat more of the whimfical, or Fe-ne-
[¢ay-quoz, more than in the other. So a
Phyfician is often chofe by mere Fancy by fome
Lady, ¢&rc. tho they can hardly difcover why
or wherefore. Often 2 mere Whim : If not
accompany'd likewifc with the utmoft Incon-
ftancy, and altogether fantaftical. But when
a rcal Fancy for the Perfon of the Man, for
‘reafons beft known to fuch Female, the Affair
then is in  itfelf fomewhat more excufable.
Altho' it may not be fo recadily allow'd, that
it is the true Standard, we are to be ruled by,
{uch as that of the rcal and true Knowledge of
his Profefiion. - |
ThusPra&itioners are now employed propor-
tionably to the Intereft and Friends they have,
or ¢an make, and very rar¢ly or eyer any other-
T wife,
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wiie, fuch as by thatof their real Knowledge, ¢>c.
Neither is it indeed an cafy matter truly to find
out, that the one Practitioner is any way more
diftinguifhable for his real Knowledge than the
other, astimes go. Since they live and make
a figurc in their Bufinefs proportionably to the
Intcreft and Friends they can make: or are
indeed employed (in a great meafure) according
to the Show, Manner, and Expence of their
‘way of living 5 that is, proportionably to the
number of their friendly Acquaintance; or
that of the Ties or Company they or their Fa-
. mily have, or keep. Nor{cemsit hardly worth
the while, to thew our fo great Spleen or over-
much Anxiety againft the one, or the other,
tho’ even the moft fuccefsful in attaininga great
deal of Bufinefs in this way in the prefent
Mode. Sincethercarevery few, perhaps hardly
two to be named, who in reality do get more
by Bufinefs than the real Expence of their, Fa-
milies, or to defray the ufudl Expence of their
manner of living. Particularly when we ex-
cept the Principal and Intereft of that they may
paternally have had, or by Marriage,&¢. Which
Sums (peradventure) in the Term of many
Years, may advance to fomewhat confiderable.
As to Surgeons, or Apothecaries, who gene-
rally live at lefs Expence, together with the
different Nature of their Bulinefs, or Demands,
¢e. it is not altogether fo. © Dr. Retcliff, and
perhaps {ome others formerly, did indeced
make real Eftates, properly by their Bufine(s:
B 2 but
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but then they were in their time alfo allow-
cd to be the firft (of the Profeflion) with-
out controul, as Retc/iff no doubt particu-
larly was ; whcther altogether owing to his
Merit and real fuperiour lw._nowlcdwe or other-
wife, is not greatly material hcn;, but 'tis cer-
tain there were many particular concurring
Circumftances, which contributed likewife to
make him {o : fuch as that of  the Support of
Oxford, (whether from Expettations, ¢>¢.) as
well as many other favourable Singularities,
poﬁlbiy not a little, of that commonly term’d
the quacking part, and even'that ‘of felling at
his Apothecaries the principal Mcdlcmes he
ufed, or preferibed, kept, as 1 am inform’d,
ina (,llcﬁ,ﬁ under Lock and Key, and a certain
Quantity occafionally weigh'd out. Whereas
in other Bufinefies which require nothing near
the like' Study, Apphc*&tion, Leqmmg, or
Knowledge, fuch frequently amafs very great
Fortunes thcrc‘m}r Now wWhether the fore-
faid fo little Succefs, in this Profcflion, pro-
cceds from the want of that real fuperiour
Knowledge therein, or from any other Defeéts
or Lhancu is what I fhall not now pretend to
determine, but leave it to the Judgment and
- Determination of the more confiderate Reader.
Yot this methinks may freely enough be added,
that according tothe prcﬁ.nt ufual Acqmﬁtmns
made in this way, (as obferved) the great buttle,
iﬁtriguiug, afl\.bmnw ore. Lommﬁnly uﬂ:d:
to attain the fame, it feems hardly worth thay -
trouble. - But
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But now as to Drefs. What Comparifon
{(fays my inquifitive Reader) can there be be-
twixt that and Phyfick 2 1 {hall firft then ob-
ferve, that the Chaldeans, as well as the ¢_2-
Zyptians, wore long Robes, Caps, and long
Beards, &r¢. all in the fimpleft and plaineft man-
ner, as well as that their Drefs was folemn and
grave, correfponding to their Cuftoms, and
Ceremonies, which were fo. Thus Phyfick
was feemingly at that time in it§ primitive
State, plain and undivided 5 altogether under
the Knowledge of one grave Perfon. Such
Knowledge being principally taken from the
Accounts of thofc who had Dbeen ill, which
were written and publickly recorded in their
own Language, in the Highways, on Colwmns,
or in their Tes uples, &c. {o that the Prictts
were then learned therein, and were often ac-
cordingly confulted in this way.

After which it was carried over into Greece,
by that inquifitive flirring Nation: who may
juftly enough at that time, be faid to have been
the active buftling Travellers, the polite Peo-
ples in a word, the real Frenchmen of that
carly time, thus running about and teaching
their Knowlcdge both at home and abroad, to
the more barbarous, or in fhort to all the
othicr Nations around them. And thus be-
ing carried into Greece, Drefs was there again
remodelld. And though ftill retaining the
plain and grave, as that of the long Rﬂé’e.r
Beards, andﬂapr with that of their own native

by r
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Language only, e, yet Phyfick was fill in a. -

great meafure new-fathion'd by them, even as :

uuch as the other. In a:word, it was now
thrown into a much better Order, and “De-

v L
SR kb

eoru, far more properly cut out: or better

digefted, particularly in the time of Hippocrates.
It was however there, and even about that
time, the many extravagant /#bims, or fantafti-
cal Fafhions, Modes, and Opinions, of idle,
vain Philofophers, or others, creepd in, and
were introduced into this Profeflion. - But
without fo very much dwelling on the many

and various Seé7s, of thefe fo philofophick

People, we fhall now content ourfelves with
obferving only, that this Profeflion was in
time cut out, by that very fafhionable, bufy,
buftling Nation, into many various Shapes,
according to the luxuriant Fancies of fuch its

Practitioners. . And thus there arofe the fol-

fowing Fafbions ; {uch as that of the Empir:-
cal, theGymnaflic, and Bathing Praéiitioners,
+ the “Dogmatifls, or Reafoners, the Methodifts,
the Epifentheticks, or Trimmers, the Eclec-
ticks, who were for picking or culling from
all, with the ‘Preumaticians, for the Spirits,
¢re.  And thus alfo the Method of the Prac-
tice of Phyfick alter'd in its Fafhion according-
v, in the like manner becoming more con-
fufed, ¢oe. '

After this the faid Knowledge or Profeflion

travelld to Rome, where, thongh the Greek
Mafters and Fafhions were all the Mode, and

that
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that fuch Greek Artifts, and Mafters, were
the only or principal People who were in any
efteem there : yet all this Learning, and Doe-
trine, was ftill in fome, or a great meafure,
mixt with the Roman (,f;jfam.r and Fafbions.
And thus it, was that thefe {o very ambitious
infatiable People, greatly thuﬂmg after uni-
werfal Power and Riches, on the atraining
that, did accordingly become luxurious, idle,
pompons, &c. And though they thus fill, in
a great meafure, Kept to- fomewhat of the
Grecian ‘Drefs and Cuftoms, yet latrerly be-
came vaftly more vain, pompous, and fhowy:
particalarly after the Africk and Eﬁf’ffﬁ
Conguefts, efpecially in the imperial time.
It was for a confiderable time, the Gravity
of Beards were laid afide, whilft themfelves and
their Garments were fo much bedaub’d with
Gold, fuch as thofe of Chains, Rings, Bra-
celets, ot Bulle, as well as ornmamented
with all forts of precious Stomes, whether
plain, or niore artfully cut, by the niceft and
moft curious Workmen. It was then in
this time, much like, and in the fame man-
ner, that the Pradtice of Phyfick became {o
very perplex'd with that beundlefs Superfiuiry,
Vanity, ‘Pomp and Show. It was now alfo
that Galen, tho a Greek (then in Rome) intro-
~duced that infinite Varicty of Medicines, that
- numberlefs Farrago of Compounds, {ogreatly
~fince ufed and followed. Thus it was that
 Luxury, Show, and Superfluity, -went hand
and
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and hand, in Phyfick, as in Drefs : Rathér
ftill lofing, than gaining, any or the lecaft -
Ground amongft ‘that 7dle, extravagant,
ambitions, and [0 highly luxurions People.
From henceforward then, or upon the entire
and total Deftruction of this Empire, as well
as the utter Ruin of that of the Greeks, this
Profeflion accordingly took its flight, or next
travelld amongft the Arabs and Africans.
Here ir was again new re-modell'd, and afrefh
vamp'd up, and thus thrown into a very diffe-
rent Drefs from any of the foregoing. The
Habits of that Nation being, according to their
own particular Cuftoms, Humours, Religion,
or Conveniencics, ¢ ¢. Thus thefe People
refumed again the Beards with the Turbans, as
well as different Habits, greatly varicgated, and *
of gay Colours, asthe Reds, Greens, ¢¢. And
here precious colour'd Stomes became great-
ly fafhionable likewife, as well as that the
higheft Swuperftition was fo, in Matters of
Religion, and that of the Cabaliftick, and ma-
gical Art. It was now alfo, that 4 Chymiftry
was introduced withall its myftical and whim-

Sfical

t+ Thus at firft fimple Medicines awere the fafbion, after wiich
it came to the Galenics; mow Chymiflry awas all in wegue, fo .
Alkalies are one time much in fafbion, another time ’tis Acids.
Lntimony avas formerly in great wfe, now it is in little ufe.  Thus
Bleeding is greatly in wogue at certain times, or with fome, qu.b:igi'
others difapprove thereof. So fometimes the bot Regimen is the
fafbion, and at ancther time the cold. Some depend on Syflems,
Jome on Mathematicks, awbilfl others depend only on Objferaation,
probably the fafef} tobe relied on.  Sometimes Simplicity and Truch
is the fafbion, as Falfbeod, Ornament or Show is in times of
Luxury and Iuiguity.
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Jical Dottrine, and Notions; fo ufial and par-
ticularly at that time adapted thercto. A Pro-
feflion generally judged to be entirely new,
efpecially as to its great Ule and Application
this way. Since not known (from what we
can learn) cither amongft the Greeks, or Ro-
mans. It wasnow alfo, that the Sugar’d Tribe,
fo very pompoufly appeard 5 and ‘were addec{
to the forefaid many various Galenic Cois-
pounds 5 fuch were their Confeitions, Con-
Jerves, Syrups, &c. And thus Phyfick was
in fuch manner likewife alter'd, according to
the Zafte, fafhion, Time and Place, of that
rough Nation. And now it was (as before ob-
ferved) that colour'd precious Stomes became in
that great ufe amongft them for Drefs and Or-
nament, and {o they were in the like manner
introduced, and ufed, in the medicinal way.
-And as great ngfﬂfftia# (as'likewife has been
faid) was the Ffafhion of thefe Times, fo it
was cven alfo introduced into this Profef-
fion, for the Cure of many Maladies : whe-
ther by that of Conjurations, or certain odd
Words with various ftrange Forms, or Trifles,
as well as by many different Forms of -
mulets, with fome conjuring Infeription on
them, &c. Thus feveral hundreds of Years
after the Decay, Divifion, ox Downfall of
-that Monarchy, this Profeflion return’d back
into Italy, Spain, and France, and to thele
our northern Parts. “Twas then that it was
agzain re-modelld, changing likewife its Lan-

€ gnage,
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ouage, as well as its Religion s that is, inftead
of the Arabian Tongue and the Mm&ﬂmﬁm
Rm’;gmﬁ it took to the Latin Language, and
Popith Forms, “thus receiving, entirely, and
blindly fubmittmﬂ itfelf to be transform’d, re-
modelld, apptovtd, and the Practitioners there-
of dignified with Honours, T7tles, &c. asthe
{overcign Pontiff was pleafed to determine,
or approve.  And thus it was that the Latin
in particular, as well as the Greek, Logick,

Philofophy, and Meta Ffbyf tcks, were by this
ercat and univerfal Father of the Church,
}udwcd abfolutely neceflary to. bc: lcarn’d by
every Ecclefiaftic, aswell as all fuch who could
be thought to have any ufe for Lezters, or in
“a ffudious ways who accordingly were order’d
to be coop’'dup in publick Schools, (founded or
approved by the faid Roman Sec) thus to be
properly qualified with this kind of modifh Edu-
“tatzow. Andf{o itwas inlikemanner concluded
~and determin’d, that Phyfick alfo required this
“fort of fafhionable Learning as much as any, to
wit, as cither that of the Chureh or the Law.
It was now that thusthe forcign, or dead Lan-
guages became 'the Fathion; or Mode, for all
~ Phyficians fo to be furnifh’d therewith; parti-
cularly that of the Latinz and Greek. It was
fome time thereafter that the great Formality of
preferibing, and that in the moft pompoirs man-
ner, was introduced, and ever fince fo greatly
followed. ' But now (I deubt) itmay be alledg-
“ed, tho’ I may here have faid fomething to make
good

i
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good fo much of our forefaid 77#/e, yet that
the principal Difficulty ftill remains fo alfo to
make out that Phyfick changes its Figure,
Form, and Fafhion, cven as Dancing, &c. we
fhall’ then obferye that amonhgft the Ancients
Dancing was confidered with them in a quite
different light,  torwhat it is at prefent amongft
us. - Socrates regarded dancing amongft the
{erious Difciplincof “his time, more efpecially
as to Health : and!fo is faid to have learn'd it
in his old Age. 1 Thefeus is by fome thought
to have been the firlt Inftitutor thercof (after
his killing of the-Minotaur) in: Dances per-
form’d before the Altar of Apolle, in the Ife
of “Delos. That it was'in high Perfection a-
mongft the Ancients, is cafy to-be gathered
from great variety of the Writers of  that time.
The Lacedemonians were {aid 'tohave been the
fiuft “whobuilt the Gymmnafin, or Paleftre
which was however foon follow'd by the reft
of 1Greece and  [taly. Thefe: were publick
Buildings extremely large and fpacious, with
long Porticoes, and proper places to run, walk,
or excrcife under .aRoof, being many Build-
ings join'd,  fufficient to contain many thou-
fands of Pcople -all together: and that with-
out the leaft Difturbance or Interruption to one
another. Thofe'for Exercife had their parti-
cular Mafters; named Gymnafte, and the Ser-
vants that were under them werecall'd Pedo-
tribe. - All forts of Exercifes were ufed there,
as well as Dancing. - The Sgapignoray or Spha,

: i rifterion,
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rifterion, was a Dance af a {pharical Move-
ment, accompanied with toffing; and catching
of Balls. The Ancients had many different
kirids of Dances, that of the religio,us or
facred, thewarlike or military, as'that of leap-
ing and jumping in Armour, called by them
the Pyrrick. There wasalfothe v7v7/and that
of Love, or fome of thefe mixt, ¢c.’ He-
rodicus, Mafter of the great quparmm o g
faid to have been the firft Inventor of the
Gymnaftick Phyfick, or Exercife, who being
then Mafterof an Academy, obferved theYouth
thus to become more healthful, by {uch their
Exercifes there, as well as much contributing
to prolong his own Life thereby : tho’ at the
fame time he is faid then to have had anincurable
Malady upon him. Some of the Ancients in
thofe Days arc likewife reported to have cured
moft of their Maladies by Mufickand Dancing.
G alen mentions . 4&fculapins, for curing the
Diforders ‘of the Mind this way; as the
Phrygians did all manner of Pains thereby,

Apolloninsfpeaks of its Ufe in Epilepfies, and
the Diftra&ions of the Mind. - Thales of Crete
is thus faid to have cured the Lacedemonians
of their Peftilence s and Deniocrates raught
it as a Cure for moft Diftempers. = Pythago-
ras (as Jamblichus relates) ufed it in the Cure
of wenomous Bites, as well as in other Mala-
dics. Hieronymus Mercurialis particularly
deferibes the healehful Ufes of the Dances, as

well as the other Extruhs of the Am:!ents-
Thﬂ
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"The Cubiftick or tumbling Dance, he recoms-
mends for the ftrengthening of the Arms and
Thighs, though probably not fo advifable for
the Back or Bawe!: Head, &c. Aretzeus
likewife advifes much Gcﬁzfﬂfm‘:aﬂ or vari-
ous Motions for various Maladics 5 as Chirono-
mia or moving of the Arms and Hands, with
_Boxing, for Vertigo, &c. The c&gyptians,
Grecians, and Romans, {till ufed Dancing in
their facred and religious Rites and Ceremo-
nics. Orpheus and Mufens affirm’d, that ze
Per(on could be initiated into holy Myﬁfrze.r
without Mufick and ‘Dancing. Neither was
there indeed any thing tranfadted in ‘Delos
without it. The Priefts (tis faid inftructed by
Rhbea) danced with Shields, Swords, and Ar-
mour,in warlikeand furious Poftures, beingcall’'d
Cory bautes. And thus the .:_/ngprmm and
Scy r.bmm in Dances adored the §uz ; as the In-
ﬂ’mm (probably from them) do eveg at this day.
Sothe Romans had their Saliz or dancing Priefts,
whofc Office it was to celebrate the Rites of
Mars, perform’d in warlike Habits, thus prai-
fing the tutelar God of Battle with Mufick and
Dancing. The Vow of Tullus Hoftilius
(which he made in Battle with the Sazbines)
was to inftitute twelve more of the dancing
Priefts,as themoftagreecable Offering he thought
he could make them. Many other different
Dances were inftituted on various occafions,
as thofe in honour of Apolle, Minerva, and
Diana; fuch were the Pythian and Olympick

Games,
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Gurres, a5 well s thofe i 11'1 Thonour of NzﬁrmE
the Cﬁar;ryfr‘qnd G?‘ﬁff.f’“ “So in like man-
ncr the Ludie Magalenfes to'the Mother of the
Gods, and theﬁﬂwﬁdﬂm’m or Feafts of Bac-
chid, in horodr” of hifm"""The" Paliliii to
fPaszs the’ Gﬂgd‘é:ﬁ' 8he; Eerd’r to prefcfw:-
théxr Catﬂc from ri"mf'es Wﬁlves e, by
dancing round Heaps “of Stiaw call'd ‘P’d!m
Thus thoy afret e totalDiffolution of the
Roman Fmplrc “Phyfick (as has been obferved)
ﬂ'ﬁwllcd Text’ into Arabia-and - Africa, wheré
it again took a different Shape s or was there
&ﬂ‘{{h re-modelld, as' w[e\ﬂas ‘Dancing, accord-
ing to the C’E{ﬂam TWhim,' and Fancy of -that
raagher Nation,' who dfmf:cd with their E'ng!re
and Tumbonr, &c. - Thus Pancing; which Was
arrived to thc higheft Pr:rfc‘&mn amongft the
Altcients dﬁiﬁnally Itke other fublunary fhl@s
faft again intd Decay; upon the Deftruétion ‘or
Downfall'of thofe People. ‘And nowtheFrench
‘tis true have of'fAre Yeatrsintroduced fome tri-
fling infigntficant Danées, fuch-as thofe of
Foweand Gﬂﬁmrg’, or’ 1]{tﬂgcthcr laftivious,
otherwife of no real Sﬂfrmﬁc‘rncy or Meaning ;
10 that thu:l;vti ‘hardly feen$ ‘to be any thing of
that truc Knowledge and At to be remaining
attiongft s, *.*.fhxch was’fo well known to the
Aﬂucms cr‘j‘mi: Hiftories being exprefS'd with
them, by Sietls, atid Danées. r‘md thus it was
that Ph} ik ltfelf did in like manneralfo degene-
rate intomereFoymsy vain Grimace and Show,
rathcr th:m‘ im*cr any Reabities, or that of: the
true
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true Knowledge and Improvement of this Pro-
feflion. It will then (probably) {ufficiently ap-
pear, {from what hasbefore beenadvanced inour
forefaid T7¢le, That Phyfick (asufed) is o mere
Feft;a Whim,an Humour,a Fancy,adownrighe
Fafbion, cven:as muchas Drefs or ‘Dancing.
~ But now fince we-have here, hinted at the
many new Formis and Fafhions, thus brought
in amongft the Moderns (particularly thofc
lattet mentioned) which were, introduced by
the Power of the Roman Pontiff, to wit, the
fafhionable Education of the Times, accom-
panied with the pompous Title of the Degree
-of ‘Dactor, &c., - Lihall then at prefent content
myfclf by recommending to, my Reader, the
following. Letter, more fully trcating of that
~Subject in particular. - And now I cannot. at
~the fame time forbear very heartily -{miling,
-when I obferve and confider; the extraordinary
rout; noife, and, buftle, ‘which is made by thar
notable Female Mrs. Stevens, {with her. {o
greacly celebraged, Noffrum) nay, that even
Dodtors and fome of the moft noted Surgeons
highly admire; praife, covet, and follow her, -
fox - this her wonderful Knowledge : yea, that
- fhe is by their afliftance even greatly taken no-
_dice of and rewarded by the ‘Publick. Now if
fo it be then that fhe knows,, and does, more
. than even the Doors, ¢»e. why do they not
- give her that Degree alfo? More efpecially,
- dince the will not be the firft Female who has
~had it. And thould fhe arrive to be Prefident
of
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of the C—=— fhe might not poflibly do much
lefs good than {ome Tave.

Yet am I in a Dream?" O fhall I as yet
truft to my Senfes, cither Eyes or Ears? And
arc there as yet on Earth fuch regular Preten-
ders in Phyfick, who follow and puff up the
mighty Feats of this fimple Female? Yes truly
there are, even fuch knowing Sczo/i : nay, -
who have alfo gain'd fome Credit with the
more unthinking and unknowing part of Man-
kind. Neither do I incline to affert it to be
from any private or interefted Views in them,
But is it even yet poflible, and will Futurity
ever credit it, that there are or were in thefe
our Times, fuch who pretend to, or have re-
ceived theirDoctor’s Dégrees, fuch as a H—</y,
Sh— or a §—s, &c. that {o adore, follow,
extol, and recommend this moft notable Wo- .
man  with her non-fuch Medicine. Or are
there even as yer of our moft noted Chirur-
gcons of our Hofpitals, the fo renown’d Litho-
tomifts, (and who {o highly value themfelves
on their great Improvements) the never-to-be-
forgotten \ Ornaments of the Profeffion Ch—n
and Sh— , together with H—»s, who all toge-
ther, as well as the former, even hui:nbl}? (ubmit
toplay the Journeymen, Afliftants, and Teftimo-
nies or Vouchers to this {fo wonder-working Fe-
male,and all without theleaftView of any private
Intereft, as it is weli known that Ornaments
of the Profeflion always do. And thus thefe

excellent
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excellent Proceedings nught cver to be récordcd
to all future Ages (for the Benefit of Pofterity)
with that admirable Operation of the Drum of
the Ear.  But it would, I doubt, fcem fome-
what likely (if not to appear ﬂvcraplam) that
thefe Scioli (poflibly befides other weighty rea-
fons) may be in hopes of attaining to, or of
learning from this {o {cientific Female, a much
cafier Mcthod of relieving Mankind from the
Stone, than that hitherto pradtifed, and fo par-
ticularly, and fo very fuccefsfully pertorm’d by
thofe noted and moft celebrated Ornaments of
Surgery in general, and of Lithotomy in par-
ticular. And that they would now feem
fhrewdly to fufpeét there will be little or no
further occafion for them in their former ope-
rative way, though always fo wonderfully fuc-
cefsful. And fhall we as yet believe that the
Publick appear {eemingly inclinable to indulge
the Fair Sex, by demanding only to hear thofe
‘of her fide, without defiring the Information,
fummoning or enquiring (at the fame fime) of
thofe of the other fide, and the reafonable Objec-
tions to be made by fuch, or who might perhaps.
too plainly thew the Folly of the trifling Tittle-
tattle, laid before them by thefe bufy forward
At c:‘m!z with all their pretended Demonftrations.
But fhall refer (at prefent) my furtherThoughts
on this Head, and procced as hinted on the Let-
ter {poken on the Degree of Doctor : which
Dignity onc might be ready to imagine,
D when:
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Saying made ufe of in my Zitle-Page from
Dr. Garth, is {aid to have been fpoken on Oc-
caficn of a Friend or Patient of his, asking him (in
cafe of his the Doftor’s Death) what Phyfician he
then would advife him to chogfe, or to make ufe ot?
To which the Doftor merrily replied that before
mentioned, I votw, &c. It may not here perhaps
likewife be altogether improper to acquaint my
Reader, that I have been aformed, fome of the
Profefion have alledged, that my former Dif
courfe called Fhyfick 15 a ‘feft, &c. was too ferioufly
handled for f{uch an Auwmorous Title Page, which
feemingly may have fome Zruth therein. Yet I
would only here obferve thereto, That Authors, no
more than Painters, or Poets, are not always in the
bumounrous ox molt facerious Way. And if | was fo
thought to have hit of the Title, yer zhe Subjefi,
when to be treated of, might in all Probability have
| a very different Effeéf upon me, to what it perhaps
had on the Generality of Mankind, that 1s, even
{o, as to render me rather grave than wmerry ; which
Effett, I freely own, it in a great Meafure feems to
have had upon me. Yet this, I think, may fafely
be advanced, thatif I was more inclinable to treat
it in the ferious, than in the very merry Way, it
might proceed from my imagining the Subject to be
tull grave for that kind of Zreatment ; more efpe-
cialiy, fince | intended nor (in reality) to make 2
Feft of the Profeflion, but rather to fhew the Change-
ablenefs ot the Prattice thereof by its Prallitivuers,
A2 or
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or to expole its Folly as generally ufed 5 befides that
I apprehend the more ferious way of writing ought,
in all Probability, to be allowed tocome the neareft
to Trurh. And if the Facetioufnefs of the Tirle
proved of any Advantage to engage more to look
into the Difeourfe i1felf, and fo to be of fome Ufe
to the Sale thereot, yet that, I hope, was not any
Prejudice to the Publick. And now if [ fhould have
taken a greater Liberty by appeating to be any Way
wore werry i this, it is cnough for me, that my
Reader (fuch asitis) is fazisfed therewirh, 1 fhall
to this here only add, that tho’ I have Jerein
reduced the Prallitioners in Phyfick pretty much
apon a.Level as to Knowledge, (particularly in the
Opinion of their Adherents, ¢¢.) and that thus, the
one appears to be e'en juft as good as the other: Yet
it fcems allo plain, that 2 Phyfician properly form-
ed by Narure, or of fuch a lucky Caff, as to be fitted
for making the molt nwwmerons Acquaintance (when
not already made to his Hand by Friends) he will,
I fay, by humouring fuch Cuftomers, {tand the fair-
elt for a wmore general aud wuiverfal Prallice;
whilft one withour the like forrunate Lalent, tho'
of infinitely fuuperior Merit in Plyfick, (or fo judged
by knowing Men) yet he will in a great Meafure,
it not entirely be loft. Now whether fuch like
numerous Set of Acquaintance be the wifer Part of
Mankind, is not fo sarerial to a Phyfician, who
principally minds or feeks only Money, Riches be-
ing more rarcly the Lor of the wifer Part than it
is thar of the other.

One



i)

A et ; ) N%H\ o "".-5’
i = "{ ‘.rfi;.-:*,? ﬁi- : ﬁ

One Puysician isé’en juft
as good as the other, &e.

N O W, whofoever thou art (moft
inquifitive Reader) thus pleafed
to calt thmme KEye, on this
(hort Difcourfe, with intent to

cxamine into the Contents thercof, I do
not herec undertake to acquaint thee, who
is the beft, or moft knowing of the Fro-
feffion of ‘Phyfick, (whatever my more pri-
vate Imaginations may be on fuch Subject)
only that I here now propofe; to make that
clear and plain, which we have before ad-
vanced in our forefaid Tit/e-"Pare. to wit,
that zhe one Phyfician is &en ;u{z‘ as gaad
as the other, &c. that is, as knowing, as
skilful, and fo forth. This I doubr not,
thou wilt readily allow mv, 75 2 Nowvelty,
and may as yet perhaps fecem a little firange !
as moft Things do before they are duely
confidered,

D 2 muit
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I muft however own, that the Difcovery
of this grand Secret, has colt me much
Contemplation, Labour, and Pains, as may
more fully be obferved from what follows.
Permit me then, firlt to begin, or to cnquire
of thy [elf, by what Rule it is, thou gocit
on, or makelt choice of thy Phyfician 2
or that thou determineft f#ch ome, to be
the ableft, and mof? knowing of the Pro-
feffion 2 Since if it be only, that thy Grand-
mother was of this Opinion, and aflured
thee of ir, thatr will ferve for no fuch ftrong
Proof to me : Nay, were it even thy own
Father and Mother alfo, who had confirm-
ed it to thee; becaufe thus my very mext
Reader, may, nay certainly will, bring me
even full as good 7e¢ffimony, in behalf of
his Phyfician.

Well, but now I do fuppofe you would
readily acquaint me, that all the good ex-
perienced Nurfes, and tutorizing or doélor-
izing Ladies, or others, ftill confirm it
more {trongly to you, ever recounting an
Infinity of great Cares, performed by this
great Man: Nay, that even your well, and
fo very motably, practifed, and experienced
Apothecary, (who unqueftionably and fure-
ly, muft be a good, or the beft Judge of
thefe Matters) likewife confirms it, and
aflures you of the fame: how can there,
then fay you, be any Miftake 2 Yet 1 l:u::gf

o
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of you, dear Sir, to allow me to ask you,
will not my very next Reader by the fame
Rule aflure me of the fame Thing, and the
like Afturances from hbis Apothecary, or
other the good Women, or People about
him, of his Phyfician alfo? Nay, will not
the fame pharmacentic Friend of yours,
and fo another, be fufficiently ready to in-
finuate, that you had far betrer to depend
upon him, than oz any Phyficzan, whom
he poflibly may not be fo well with?
And in the {fame manoer, I fay, will not
he, or thofe of my mext Reader, take the
famc Liberty, in atlirming the like, or zhe
fame Thing of his ?

But here I obferve, that the good Lady
your Grandmother appears hercat to be a
little ruffled, and out of Humonr: What,
fays fhe, fure every body allows him, J u/2,
to be the moft knowing, and moft skilful
Perfon of the whele Profeffion 5 belides that
he plainly proves it (continues the) by the
Multiplicity of his Pratiice, with the great
Figure he makes, or the common Expence
of his Living. Indeed, my very obliging
Reader, I cannot but allow the weriuous
and credulous, old Lady your Grandame,
to be a very pious, good, charitable, fort of
g Lady, and I would not therefore willing=
ly pretend to contradict, or to enter into

the leaft Difpute with her, only wifh that I
| B 2 coutd
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could find out this fo very excellent Prati-
tioner, which every ome agrees to be the
very beﬁ fince thar which every one fays
smufl furely ve true: But if only more ge-
nc_rahy ailowced, that will not do, fince the
Mrrorzty may ofren be in the right ; more
clpccially, 1f we can imagine, the wiler,
moft knowing, and experienced part of
Mankind, to be of that Number. DBut
now, cven fuppoling it to be every ome,
have we not alto known, that there
were  Opinlons  for and againft  A7-
tipodes, that the Sum moved round the
Earth, and that the Earth moved round
¢he Sun, Yet they cannot borth be rtrue,
unlefs we fhould admit of a third, or fourth,
univcrfal Opinion, of both being true, or
both being falfe. As ro the two laft Parti-
culars mentioned of the Multiplicity of
Pradlice, with the elegant Method of living,
we muft likewife agree, there be feveral
others who have the like, and alfo who
live well. But 4Aeld, cry you, why
{o very much of this e/derly Lady, or any
clle? Since you pretend to judge for your-
felf, without any fuch Helps, or Affiftance,
do I not very well know, fay you, that
you have been at the Univerfity, and
pretity well acquainted in the /learmed
ZLongues, both with the Latin and Greek,
as well as with the Logick, Meraphyficks,

| and
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and ufual Education or Learning for a Gentle«
man in that Place; befides, your having
gone through & Courfe of Anatomy, &c.
And thus you know (fay you) that zhe Phy-
fician you have made choice of, is a very ex=
cellent Scholar, and without fo much dwel-
ling on his great Knowledge in the latrer
mentioned, to wit, Legzck, or Metaphy-
Jicks, you very well know (continuc you)
experimentally, that he molft frequently puz-
zles you very much, not only in Anatemy,
but even allo in Greek and Latim; be-
fides you oblerve, he writes his Receipts
very faft, in that Jearned Language, and in
a very elegant Stile too.

Mighty well, good Sir, this would indeed’
feem to prove, or argue, that Schoolmafiers,
or be it the beft Schoolmafters, mult necef-
{arily make the beft Phyficians. But with-
our, Sir, dwelling much on this, that there
may be many others ¢’en full as good Gram-
marians, &c. as yours, 1 mult and fhall
next obferve to you, that the Egyptian
Phyficians, from whom the Greeks lrarned
this Art, had no fuch Univerfity Accom-
plifbment s, neither were they any way know-
ing cither in the Greek or Latin, nay even
the great Hippocrates, knew nothing of the
latter, or indeed any Thing further of the
G'reek as a Scholar, than merely as it was
his own Mother Tongue ; ncither are we

well
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well affured that any of the Arabian Phyjft-
cians (whofe Difciples we more immediate-
ly are¢) knew much, if any thing, of either
Language, particularly of the Latin, or in-
deed that in general they knew any thing
of cither. But we might likewife oblerve,
that fome of the very beft Commentators
on Hippocrates, asDuretus, &c. as well as
fome of the moft confidcrable, moft fortu-
nate, and knowing Pradtitioners, they were
often the wo+ft Linguifts, or made the lealt
Figure in thelc flearned Largnages. And
now, my dear Sir, I will even allow that
you rcally know fo much of Anratomy, as
to be fully convinced that your Heart
does not in reality lic zz your Heels, ac-
cording to the Opinion of one of the moft
confidcrable and noted Practitioners of the
Profeflion of his, or in our own Time, to
wit, the famed Sir D— H 7, who
ufed merrily to fay it was cnough, or that
fuch a Knowledge in Anatomy was fufficient
for a Phyfician.

Nay, the famed Dr. Ratcliff, as I am in-
formed, abfolutely denicd, or did not be-
lieve, or know any thing relating to the
Circulation of the Blood, until difcovered
to him by Dr. Areskine; and that even
then, he truly believed it, or was ever ful-
ly convinced thereof, is what I cannot fo

pofitively affiem. Yet be that how it will,
there
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there are fome who aftirm the #ice Know-
ledge of Anatomy, rather to be Matter of
Curzofity and Speculation, than of any great
Ule n the Practice of ‘Fhyfick s and yet
even fuppofing it to be greatly meceffary,
there are furcly thofe who know ftull as
much thereof as this your favenrzte. But
now, cry you, you will flill come much
nearer to the Purpofe, and thus, obferve to
me, that you fpcak experimentally, not on-
ly of the feveral Cures performed by him
upon yourfelf, but likewife ow many others,
fome of which by his grear Skill, he cer-
tainly rasfed, even almolt from the ‘Dead.
Mighty well again! And how, fay I, co
you fairly prove, that he did yo# any good
at all, and no hurt? Or that he did not
hinder &/nd Nature from more (peedily do-
ing her own proper Office ? Since this very
frequently fo happens, and he muft probably
be the moft knowing in this Profeflion,
who can nicely and juftly diftinguilb this,
or to fee very clearly into it. But allow-
ing as yer, as you feem inclined, even in
the beft and moft favourable Senfe, you are
pleifed to underftand it in, 1 doubt not,
but that my zexr Reader will be ready, as
pofitively to atiirm Azs Pbhyfician to be fully
as fuccefsful as yours. Well, fay you, yet
over and above all this, yours allo, is, or
has been Phyfician to an Hofpital, belides
' other
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other very great Prailice, and that there-
forc it muft be ablolutely impoflible, but
that he neceffarily muft be vaftly knowing
and extremely fuccefsful. Now, permit
me on this Head, to remark to you, good
Sir, that they are not, or have not always
been the moft confiderable, or in the Zop
Praclice, who do either belong to, or who
have ever been belonging to any Hofpitals.
Ratcliff, &c. you know, mever was. Nay,
not only he, but even others, would »ef
accept thereof ; neither have any fuch of
Hofpitals ever yet proved to us, that they
are any way more knowing, or in the leaft
more [ucce(sful, than thefc others. Nay;
we even obferve, fuch to be following
Mrs. Stephens, with her Receipt, or expe-
rimenting of her Medicine, who is not of
any Hofpital, you know, nor endowed with
any of the /earned Languages, or Educa-
tion we have been fpeaking of ; and if even
the Magiftrates of the College fhall give
Ear thereto alfo, what fhall we then think?
And yet we may eafily perceive, that this
good Woman has her Followers as much as
any of them. Butl chufe not to dwell on
this Subje@, fince already fo fufficiently
handled, and fully exemined into, in the
Pamphlet, of Obfervations on her Receipt,
which has lately been publifhed.

Now,
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Now, as for the great Varicty of Pra&tice
you mention, I muft freely own to you,
that I have moft frequently remarked,
thorough my whole Life, that Multitudes
have been opprefled, with infinite Fariety
of Practice, in all manner of ways, and
in different Bufineffes, during the whole
Courfe of their Lives, and yet in all the
Continuation of that Seeme, did in reality
know nothing at all of the Matter, but
{till have thus neverthelels accumulated
great Riches in fuch a way ; which makes
me call to mind what a great Viriuofo
(not bred to Phyfick) once faid, viz. that
he could very well perceive @ ‘Perfon might
acquire great Riches in Phyfick, without
at the [ame time knowing any thing at all
of the Marter. Neither avails it, if you
fhould much value your Practitioner, on
his great Knowledge in the Mathematicks,
{ince thar, I think, at prefent, is precty
much out of Doors, for they may as readi-
ly found their firft Notions, or Principlcs,
on a falfe Bottom, as if they had no fuch
Mathematical Learning ; befides that they
generally know fo very little about zhe
true Nature, Form, or Strulture, of the
buman Fabrick, that all {uch fort of rea-
foning, will in general come to mothing.
Add to this, that if my next Reader,
{hould not even alfo inform me, that Ais

C Favourite
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Favourite is as expert and learned at that,
as yours is, yet he may however affure me,
that his Phyfician is a moft skzlful Chymijt,
and on which he values himfelf highly, al-
though a Study, the knowing ancient Phyfi-
ctans, were altogether unacquainted with ;
whillt another as yet, values himfelf on his
being a moft extraordinary Botanift, where-
as did he but underftand the real Vertues
and Ufes of one half Score of the very belt
of the [everal Thoufands, he fo much va-
lues himielf upon, to be fo very knowing
in, it would be of vaftly more ufe to him
as a ‘Prallitioner.

But now if my Reader muft next needs
inform me, that he likewife values his Phy-
fician greatly, as being of the more dign:-
fied Kind, and even chofe for the Ufe of
his Sovereign, whether be, or fbe, flill in
that cafe, I fay, we can no way perceive
any #aterial ‘Difference from thofe who
arc not [0 dignified; fince we plainly
enough can obferve, that he who is fo, 1s
not thercfore the rather ufed, on the ne-
ceflary Occalions, whether for bim or ber ;
nay, we find by Experience, that thofc
who are not {fo, feem to have a far better
Chance, of being called, or ufed, on ex-
traordinary, or even on common Occafions,
than thofe others here {poken of, who are
wamed in fuch great ‘Digmity. Thus we

have
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have even known, a Perfon in Effeét (or
hardly to be reckoned) little clfe than a
Bookf{eller, fo chofe to fuch Honour by
various Potentates, and even as much
ufed too, upon Occafion, as others of more
general credit in Phyfick, or even of thofe

the firft, in the like Honour and ‘Dignity 5

neither fhall we find this much to differ,
in fuch like dignified Surgeons, Efg—s, &c.
And here I might add to this, thar cven
among(t the great R——f"s Eleves, there
are Perfons, I am informed, who very po-
fitively afhrm, that there is fome one of
them who has had no Prafice or Bufinefs,
who knows even full as much, or is full
as good as any other of them in the higheft
or top practice. . But thefe, I fay, are, as 1
have before remarked to you, the Opinions
of the Adherents or Iollowers, which 1 for
my own part,do not prctend to enter into,
or to decide. Yet this perhaps may in ge-
neral be allowed, that there are not any of
them here laft mentioned {o very mean, as
to value themfelves much on their great
Knowledge in Surgery, howloever necefiary
a Qualification, {ome may imagine it, to-
wards the making @ compleat ‘Phyfician.

And now as to Phylficians of Armzes, it
is certain that they have been of all Sorzs
and S7zes, bigand {mall, or little, great,

and tall, yet ftill the onc was thought by
C 2 their

"
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their Adherents, even as good as the other;
and as a more full Proof hercof, the one
had not onc Farthing more daily pay than
the other. As 1o thofe of Navies, fome
will have it to be much the fame, what-
ever my own privace Opinion may be in
that refpect.

But without dwelling much longer on
fuch Dignities and Qualifications, €5¢. I fee
you now {cem fond of infinuating to me,
that your favoeurite Phyfician is even alfo
an Autbor,and writes with great Applaufe.
Alas! Sir, there be even many of thefe
too, and which to determinc 7s the bef?
of thezn, may be the Queflzon. Nay, we
{hall find thofe in the greateft Pratice to
be mo Writers ; and thofe who are not fo,
fcem pretty gemerally to agree, that the
Writers of their own Time, more efpeci-
ally thofe any way wmear them, that their
writings are all good for nothing 5 unlefs it
fometimes be allowed, that a Writer s
tolerable, or good, where heis already got
a great way above them, who thus give
their Opinzon 5 for Writers in this way,
(particularly) and poflibly likewife in fome
other ways, arc generally eftcemed in pro-
portion to the Appearance they make, or
the Praltice they have, though it fhould
in rcality be ever [0 bad. Belides, Sir, we
do not find by Luxperzence, the Praftice

and
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and Efteem of fuch as do not write (whe-
ther in Town or Country) at Bath, Briz-
foly or elfewhere, i1s lefs, but that they are,
I fay, e’en as greatly in Praltice, and in
full as much Efteem, and as highly cried
up by their Patients, as the very beft Writers
of the Place they are in. Nay, writing
truly, as often tends to theit Prejudice
and ‘D:fadvantage, as it does to their Ad-
vantage. Thus Ratcliff, you fee never
writ 5 if he had, it might perhaps have
been worfe for him : and fo poflibly thofe
who write noty are glad and willing to
keep fuch a notable Example before them,
of mot writing, and thus are accordingly
ready to wndervalue and cry down all who
do; neither is it neceflary here we fhould
touch on Ratcliff’s greater or lefs Know-
ledge than that of others his Contempora-
ries. But we fhall, I fay, go on to obferve
as to W'riters, that we very well know Sir
D. H n, Sir R. Blackmore, or Sic
H did not much mend the Matter 4y
their Writings ; and yet I know not well,
whether the firft named did, or did not,
confidering that he writ in the religious
Way (as well asin that of his Profeflion)
which might accordingly probably much
pleafe his pious Females, &c. And befides
what is here remarked, th¢ Generality of
your Writers, arc on the moft common
' ' trite
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trite Subjects, fo often and frequently well
treated of by others before them, and their
Defign and Thoughts for the moft part
borrowed, or pillaged from fuch, that they
are but too often, or in reality little better
than fuch Authors worfled. Howcver, I
do not diflike, nay, I even much approve
that they fhould try their hand, fo to fhew
the World what they are able to do. Tho'
I muft freely own, I fhould have a mwuch
better Opinion  of {uch favourite Writer,
were he to firike out into an ancommon
Road, and that he produced or treated of
Subjeéts greatly or mtirely new, which if
but z0/eravly executed, would at leaft prove
and thew fome Kwmowledge and Genius.
For my own part, I freely do declare, I
can hardly think I could ever in genecral
dilcover common Senfé to be writ on com-
mon Diftempers, and fill /efs, when they
write on a//, fince all Conftitutions have
their Maladies more or lefs varying from
that of others, which fufliciently proves
the great Difficulty of writing on particu-.
lar Maladies. 1 likewife own to you,
Sir, Ifcarce ever fee common Senfe to be
writ on the Subjeét of Fevers, (tor with
me I underftand that Word only to mean
an irregular Pulfation of the Blood) and
how mucii has gver well been faid on Small

Pox; I muft alfo lecave to my knowing
Reader
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Reader fo judge, as well as of that of ners
vous Fevers and mervous Diftempers,
probably even that of the Gowut alfo, &re.
and poflibly that likewife of the Di-
rection of Aliment; Air, &c. which are
very uncertain from the infinite and vaft
Pariety of Conftitutions, that it would
almolt {cem to be a very 7dle Undertaking.
I could, methinks, with, perhaps rather for
Curzofiry than great Ufe, that we had fome-
what of an Hiftory of the infinite Variety
of Things, particularly of Aliment, which
have fuch ffrange, furprizing, and fo very
extraordinary Effeéts on various Conflitu-
Zzoms 5 this might probably be no unwor-
thy or unbeccoming Subje for the Royal
Seciety, who often amufe themfelves with
many Things {eemingly of lefs Ufe or Cu-
riofity than this. But to prove {iill more
fully what has here been advanced, as to
the one being equally good with the other,
do we not plainly difcover, that there is 2
common high Road, in which moft or 2//
do run, none fecking out 2 more new, or
a nearer Road, bur there trudge on, in the
fame old jog-trot. And thus, to draw
towards a Conclufion, you may eafily
enough obferve, as has before been advan-
ced, that the one Phyfician is juft een as
good as the other, and confequently that
you may jult as well fend for #he one as

for
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for the other, much even as you would for
a Shoemaker, &c. It is true the one of thefe
latter mentioned, may feem more particu=-
larly to pleafe you in 2he Fafbion or fitting
of your §4oes than the other does, yct any
of them can ftill make you 4 pa:r of Shoes,
and the beft of them will fometimes fpoi/,
or make them unfit for your Ufe. But now
you acquaint me that Intereft engages, and
invites you, I have done.

As to what we may obferve of Surgeons,
on fuch like Subjelt, the one being €en juft
as good as the other, or whether pretty
much the fame with the former, appears
to be a fomewhat bard Task to undertake
pofitively zo affert, ncither do I over-ab-
folutely incline to decide therein ;5 but I
fhall here only take notice of the few fol-
lowing Confiderations on that Head. We
do indeed diftinguith which are manual
Operations, and which are not fo. Thus
far we may feemingly (at lealt with us)
diftinguith whoe, or which are Surgeons,
and which are Phyficians ;5 and yet if we
take it even this Way, we fhall likewife
thus again be puzzled, when we duely con-
fider that fome of the principal Operations
are alfo pra&tifed by thofe called Phyfi-
cians, or who have received their Docfor’s
Degree, of which Clafs thofe of AMid-
wifery frequently are : Such likewife do

o often



{179

often cut for the S7ome, {0 the Operations
or Maladies of 7he Eyes, &c. nay we might
cven probably be able ro produce, at leaft,
one who performs none ot thefe greater
Operations, a Pradtitioner only in the com-
mon Parts of Surgery, though with his De-
grees of Phyfician alfo, who has full as
much Repute, Praifice, and Wealth
(cained this way) as any of all thefe here
before-mentioned, who perform zhefe
greater Operations ; nay, and occafionally
does cven peadtife Phyfick alfos; and by
his Adherents, may, according to all Like-
lihood be in as great Repute, as any Phy-
fician of them all, of whom we have been
{peaking. Abroad indeed, it is a much
morc common Thing than here, to be
both, =

But now we muft again take notice, thac
here are as yet feveral Swurgeoms, who
ave not any the like Degrees as a Phyh-
ian, neither do they value themielves on
ny fuch Dignity,  or Accomplilhment,
nd yet their Friends or Adherents will
ot allow, but that they are every bit as
ood as any of the former.

Yet there is one Thing which indced
ery much puzzles me (more efpecially,
 Matters ftand with us) and for which I
very heartily ready ro beg the Help and

flitance of Phyficians as well as Surgeons
D 1o

b
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to aflit to clear up the Affarr 5 nay,
I would cven add, Apethecaries allo, if
they can any way contribute to give the
leaft Light therein, whichis, how propet-
iy to diftinguith, wbhich are the Maladies,
that arc trucly the ‘Province of the Phyfi-
ian? And which thofe that are fo of ke
Surgeon 2 Since ‘tis fulliciently well known,
that che later arc not tied down #o 2he ope-
rative Part omly. Thus then we fhall |
accordingly obferve and find, that Rben-
wiatifins, Poxes or Venereal Maladies, as
well as thofe of the Eyes and Ears, all
cuticular Maladies, as well as moft inward
Inflammations, or Tumours, with many
outward Appearances, as well as Angina,
Pleurify, Dropfy, Stone, and Strangu-
ryy Spafms, Paralyfis, &c. which are all
of them meft commonly undertaken and
practifed both by ene and the other 5 that is
to {ay, by Surgeons as well as Phyficians,
and by Phyficians as well as Surgeons ;s {o
that it would, methinks, be greatly fatis-
faltory to Mankind, as well as neceflary,
to determine and define to us which is
which ? Nay, not only that thefe are pret-
ty cqually pretended to Oy both, butl know
not whether with the Help of a very little
Conjuration, 1 could not even bring in a//
the Maladies incident to the human Body
to be as much, or thus cqually appertain-

ing
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ing to esther. But I have, methinks, at
prefent f2:id enough on this Head, {o as 7o
puzzle the Vicar.

However it is well; 1 fay, if the Adhe-
rents of the latter, of whom we are at pre-
{ent treating, be not ready and apt to fay,
that zhe one, as we have before exprefled,
be not é'en as good as the other. Yet this
perhaps may even alfo be added, that fuch
Phyfictans as are not thorough paced in
Surgery (that fo very neceflary and mate-
rial Branch of the Profeflion) fome learned
Divinhes (it is faid) will even be ready to
make it @ great Query, whether any fuch
are eer a bit better than theother? Tho’
fome are of Opinion (who poflibly may
not be the molt in Error) that he is the
moft knowing, and well, or beft accom-
plifbed Phyfician, who thoroughly under-
Jftands Surgery,and upon Occalion, knows,
how properly to direc? a Surgeon, albeit
he undertake not zhe Practice thereof him-
felf, or that of operating with his own
Hands.

Now, as to the ready Practitioners com=
monly called Apothecaries, what fhall we
fay of fuch (whilft we are pretending to
give our Opinion of the Profeflion) but
that, in a Word, amongflt the ancient Ro-
mmans, if we can well fuppofe any of that

like Set of People with them, they were in
D & . Cﬂ"c&g
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cffc&, properly ‘Druggifis, and amongft us,
not ¢ven very long fince, they are faid 10
have been a kind of Grocers, or perhaps,
mote properly, a fort of Grocer and ‘Drug-
gift 5 they foon after arrived to be much
more confiderable Compounders of Medi-
cines, and by the Help of the Multiplicity
of Prefcriptions, which were daily fent in
to them by latter modern Phyficians, they
thus advanced to be grear Praciitioners in
Phyfick, orindced m bffeci a Species of
Phyficians who prepared their own Medi-
cines 3 being {o, I fay, more efpecially,
and moft particularly wd ws, tho” not fo
elfewwhere.  Thus it was thar the fimple
felling, campounding, and difpcnfing of He-
dicines, feemed now to be tne leaft Part of
their Bufine(s 5 that of following the Prac-
tice of Thyfick proved to be the principal
Branch therecof. 1 am however very far
trom being againft a proper  Subfiftance
for fuch, fince it will, ‘I belicve; : readily
cnough be granted; they are.zeceffary : But
then, I could, mcthinks, heartily “wifh,
that fuch Subfiltance ar Benefit were rather
raifed by {fome other Method, than by that
of theit own Management, whether itwere
by cach Parifb having their Apothecary. or
Apothecaries, and {o to allow fuch, their
proper Salaries, or with other Advantages ;
oi whether it were by that of cach Famiﬁz,
- Who
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who make choice of am Apothicary, to
allow him a yearly Salary for theii Phyfick,
ufe them or not ufe them, it would not
poflibly be worfe for thofe who did fo;
fince (in all Likelihood} they would not
thus be loaded with more Phyfick than
what was ablolutely ncceflary; or if as
yet their Attendance be further needful,
why not be paid for it, whether as Attor-
neys are, or otherwife ?  Or that it were
thefe, or the junior Phyficians, who were
to al that FPart, either with er without
the Dire@ion and Advice of 2 fagacious or
knowing Phyfician. But leaving thefe Pro-
je&s, and as yct rather to come to the
Point of what we have been f{peaking of,
as Martters ftand at prefent; they being
now, I fay, in a quite new, and an entire-
ly different way, having not only the
Knowledge of their warions Compofitions
and fimple ‘Drugs, as well as fomething
of Chymiftry, but even alfo fome {matter-
ing, or that they may perhaps likewife have
gone thorough 4 Courfe of Anatomy, nay
can often even bleed, or perform a little
Surgery 5 this with the continual Preferip-
tions, which daily come in, or appear be-
fore them, (whether good or bad) muft
certainly render them very knowing ; nei-
ther can they ever well mifs of finding out
of parallel Cafes, and fo accordingly ,cjg
s : wmo
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moft judicionfly applying them. And thus
it is, they acquire /o Aigh and confiderable
@ Reputation amongft their moft penetra-
ting Patients, and others, that the Adherents
of cach in particular, would not change
them almoft for any Phyfician in Town ;
if not, the Phyfician approved of, or re-
commended by our Pradtitioner Azuifelf,
we are {peaking of. And over and above
all this we have here been meationing, it
muft furely fhew a very great and fuperior
Knowledge and Genzus in them, in their
being fo able to judge of, and fo certainly
1o know and diffinguifb which are the
ableft, belt, and moft knowing ‘Phyficians.
Since that, methinks, in particular, and no-
thing elfc more plainly proves their great
and diftinguifbing Knowledge and Capacity,
with their Equality of Judgment, if not
even their Superiority 5 fince to know good
Work, fo to be able to judge well and tho-
roughly thercof, fuch Perfon ought to be
an cqually good, or a better [Workman than
he who did it; and fo in the like manner,
in all Arts or Sciences, and confequently
in this Profeffion. And now what Patient
I pray is there that queftions their Ability ?
or their fufficient Capacity to make chozce
of the moft proper,and knowingly te decide
who is the beff Phyfician, and fo accor=

dingly to recommend him, &¢. Thus then,
if
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if each be allowed by his Patients or Ad=
herents to be equally good at that, where,
I pray, is the Difference either of one or the
other ¢ QOr, as before mentioned, if the
onc fhould prove equally knowing with
him, or fuch he pretends to make a decifive
Judgment of, (as they in general readily and
frankly enough do of Phylficians) we are
then, from what has been faid, to fuppofe
them equally good, and confequently that
the one is ¢en juft as good as the other.
But that which as yet {eems to be the moft
[furprizing,is to {fec fome who make choice
of a pharmaceutic Prallitioner, who in
reality, to the Appearal?cc of all Men of
Senfe, is little better than a meer Driveller 3
nay the very Patient himfelf too, perhaps
even pretending to be a Man of good Senfe,
yet fhall too allow this his Apoethecary to
be as filly, ignorant, and unknowing as you
pleafe, or indced alfo make 2 meer Feft of
him in Converfation, obferving his little
Apprchenfion, Folly, or Ignorance, in all
the other Affairs of human Life, but that
of Pharmacy, or his Pradice, great Know-
ledge of Maladies and Phyficians, (as if
fuch Knowledge fcarce required common
Senfe ;) and thus this knowing and judici-
ous Patient can even truft his Life in
fuch Hands, becaufe, cries he, I do not un-
derfland Phyfick. And that which fill ap-

pears
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pears as ftrange, is, that thefe fo very fins
gular and {cemingly, empty Prallitioners,
have often, or generally, the very beft, or
the greateft Befinefs, perhaps becaufe zheir
‘Patients may want to divert and to make
themfelves merry with them, or to have
fuch continually 22 play upon or to butt ar.
Thus then, {uch one, I fay, is éem as gﬂaa’
as the ucjf This puts me in mind of a
facetions Apothecary, who having 2z Sou
whofe Head proved not to be over-well
furnithed, and which fome Friends would
occafionally obferve to the Father, asking
him what he intended to make of his Son ?
To which the Parent very rcadi!}f and wmier-

rily veplied, My Son indeed, it is true, may
never be very it to make a Bifbop, but be
may do well enough to make an Apothecary.
The Srory goes no further We have
{aid then, that fome have a little more of
the Application, and perhaps the more
Knowledge too, of what may relate to
Phyfick, whether of Anatomy, Reading, or
other Learning, whilft others with lefs, or
little or none of thefe; as we moft
commonly and generally obferve, fuch
who have, or kmow the wvery leaft of all
this, arc (till by zheir Patients and Adbhe-
rents ctieemed and valued e'en full as much
as the others; and, as we have faid, do alfo

accordingly zhrive full as well. There are
as
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as yet another Specses, who cannot only
bleed and make [fffies, &c. (as many if’
not moft do) but arc truly Ambo-Dexter
likewife, in pradiling both Swurgery and
Pharmacy, or indeed all the three (com-
monly termed Dragoons;) Phyfick being
therein comprehended, and confequently
thould, I fay, be een as good as any we
bave mentioned; ycet we do not cxperi-
mentally find, or obferve, they thrive
one it getter in the World, or that they
arc any bertrer eftcemed and judged to be
more knowing or' more valuable by their
proper Adberents than the formcer; tho'
{uch have, or know nothing of zbe /like
Qualifications here fpoken of. Nay al-
though rthere be thofe likewife, who
follow Pharmacy, &c. and have allo
qualified themfelves with the purchaling
fome few Guincas worth of the “DoiZo-
rai Dignity, the Dignus eff intrare,
&c. yet we do not find they zhrive a bit
better than the former we have been
fpeaking of, f fo well.

For, as beforc hinted, there is @ common
beaten Path, an ufual broad high Road
where all ride on in 2be fame jog-trot, none
{eeking out for any newer or mearer Way ;
which very much frequented Road is be-
come fo extremely obvious and plain, that

the very youngelt dpprentice to an Apothe-
: E cary



( 26)

cary can cxtremely well, eafily, and moft
readily find it out in a very fhort Time : and
particularly asto Fewers, the beft half of the
Bulinels,nothing being more eafy *.  So that
there cannot confequently be any material
Difference betwixt one or the other of any
of thefe we have here been #reating of.

Thus all which fcems further neceflary
to be added on this Occafion, is, that
upon the whole, 2he oxe, tho' (fccmingly
to fome) cven lefs well accomplifiied than
the other, yct is by bis Paiients and
Friends c’en reckoned fu/l as good as fuch
wito feem better accomplifthed s and that
cven thefe, tho’ they may appearto be much
lefs compleat in the whole, yet in the maiz,
greeen full as good,or thriving as the others
fo that nonc ¢an do beticr than 2o wmake
choice of fuch. And thus we apprchend,
we have tulfilled what was at firft propofed,
o wit, that mentioned in our Tzle Page,
and fo, I vow to G—d, Sir, fend for the
firjt Apothecary that's next you.

% This particularly pats me in mind of a notedagd great Pra&itioner,
who frecly advances (even in Prefence of thofe of the Profeffion) that
hie is fure not to lofe one Patient #lf of & Fever, if the Fiftera be found.
What pity it is, he cannot tell, whether fuch be Jound or unjound,
when firft called, But I fhrewdly fufpeét, thac this boafting Gentleman
does not really know wobar a Fever 15 #  And he would therefore con-
fequently be much puzzled to give a clear and diftin&t Definirion
thereof. ' 1 could catry this Affair a good Way farther, but at prefent.
let this fuffices 1 fhall only mow add thereto, that  this very
sotable vain Pra@itioner has alfo his Followers and Adwocares, who
readily affert him not oniy te be a@s good, but even the beft of a
Neither thould Iatall be furprized, to fee a Peemn on that Su&_;g

more fl!”]l' to prove it 1o to the Werld,
POST-
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F true that the Great Man has ufed the

Medicine of IV ~—d, as well as that it
has been much ufed, recommended, and
forwarded by his Hecir, his Family, and
Fricnds, ¢¢c. what nced we fay further of
the Proprietor thereof, than that bis Bread
is baked s fince, ] doubt not, he will foon
find full as good Encouragement as Mrs.
Stephens 5 ncither do 1 know buot that he
may deferve it as well. And thus you plain-
ly fee, 1t wili be much more advantagecous
to {eck after o/d Wemenw's Receipts, or No-
{trums than to follow, feek after, or fe
ftudy ‘Phyfick in the ufual methodical Way.
And 1 cannot imagine, but that he who has
alrcady fpent his Time fo very unluckily in
the ffudy or practife of this Profeffion in the
ufual manncr, but thar he may neverthelefs
for his Comfort reft fully fatisfied, that
he is at leaft Mafter of fifty Medicines,
(or Noftrums, as he had beft call them)
which may be cvery bit as valuable as ei-
ther of thefe here mentioned; and if his

Modctty
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Modefly makes him doubt hereof, let him
yet apply to Fuller's ‘Pharmacopria, or
to Boyle’s Receipts, which may perhaps
pleafe the Town as well. Thus he had
bellt (as foon as may be) fet about the mak-
ing fuch Friends, &¢. Yet what pity, me-
thinks it is, that whilft Mrs. Srephbens is fo
very much minded, Madam M——-~>b—p
fhould be fo much negleéted and forgor,
who feems to deferve it as well f unlefs it
be a fufficient bar to ber, that her Husband
was a Phyfician. So we might likewife
add, Mrs. A—r/—n, 5&‘-—-1‘—?3,&-: nei-
ther ought we, methinks, to omit or ne-
glect (for the Sake of our Children) honeft
jﬂﬁd}’ﬂf Necklace, which furely, if it does
no good, never does any harm to our in-
nocent Babes, and (o e’en let them have it,
fince #¢ cofts but a Crown. Thusall, you
fee, have zheir Adberents and Followers,
cach in their parucuiar Way; and fuch
their Friends (ill aver and vouch for them

to be €en juft as good, if not better tham

any, even than the very beft of the more
regular before mentioned. And you ac-
cordingly fee, that the very celebrated Mrs.
Srfpbfm has her P——rs M—rs, Phyficians,
and Surgeons, who all readily affert, that
in her way, Me is cen Juft as good, or far
betrer than any.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

IN CE the World is {o very much abufed and
confounded, with the extravagant Pretences,

of moft of thofe who affect to be knowing in the
Cure of human Bodies, though in reality {o only
in the loweft degree thereof : The Bulk of Man-
kind fcarce being able to diftinguith right from
wrong, good from bad, or the Zmowing from
the unknowing : The Writings too of fuch like
Pretenders, as well as their {pecious Speeclies, have
fo greatly embarafled Men, even thofc of the
thinking or {tudious fort, who are more ready to
examine into the reality of things; yet fuch, I
fay, have often alfo been deceived by a pompous
Show of Learning, although but too often /#¢/e to
the true purpofe. The following fhort Difcourfe
may therefore, ’tis hoped, be of fome ufe to fuch
as are in the leaft willing to be informed, even
thofe who on advifing them to examine alittle in-
to the real Knowledge of Phyficians, and are rea-
dy to object that they do not underftand Phylick,
on reading this they will find that all Phylicians
are not alike (as alledged in alate Pamphlet,call’d,
One Phyfician is as good as fotber,)and may like-
wife ferve as fome fort of Inftruction, how to
choofe a proper Perfon to preferwve them in Fealth,
as well as in the /afef? manner to cure them wben 1/,
As to the Memorandums, Hints, or Sketches,
here-unto added, tho’ not of a continued Piece
with the fore-going Difcourfe, yet ’tis hoped, the
Reader will excufe that, or not judge it altogether
A 2 ' im-
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improper, fhould he any way obferve the Defi -
to be good or vfeful.  *Tis plain likewife, that -
they are not fo fully and properly digefted or
fini(h’d, as might be wifh’d: yet whether they
will ever be render’d more {o by the Author, bet-
ter or more corre¢t by him, remains altogether un-
certain, They are neverthelefsat a venture, thus
thrown into the World, {o to be peru/féd and ex-
amin’'d by the Publick; thould any part be ap-
proved, or any of them be in the leaft found z/fe-
Jul, or otherwife be the Oceaficn of producinga
good Thought from fome one other, that will be
Jufficient Satisfaction.  Butif, contrary to this,
they are altogether difapproved, it will notin all
likelihood give the Autﬁor any great Uncafinefs,
in whatfoever way they (hall happen tc bereceived.
Yet if the learned and knowing Perufer, wil-
lingly incline to overleok, and freely to excufe
themanyerrors, faults, or natural fratlties, which
fuch uncommon Subjects may. (in a firft Publica-
tion) readily beliable to, it would no doubt be
bumane and generous. Neither {feems it reafonable
to imagine, thould the Author be known, that
he will think himfelf obliged to clear up, or to
be more full on any fuch Subjeds, without being
properly confirlted thereon. 4

I cannot kelp adding, that it feems better that
Phylicians were reafonably gratify’d beforehand, lince
many Maladies fcarce requiré more than a4 word, or
two, and little or no Phyfick ; if fo cured, *tis well 5
but ii the Patient requires much more Attendance,
or Direction, the Praétitiener may be further reward-
ed, according to the Difcretion of the Patient.

3 NATLU



AN 1S AGASTELX
THE

Principal Secret,

If not the WHoOLE in
PHYSICK, &

HEN we duly confider Phyfick, that is,

the true Art and Knowledge of a Phy-

fician, ufeful for the proper Prefervation of
human Bodies, with the Cure of  their Maladies
we fhall obferve it principally, if not the
whole, to be little elfe than e grear Sagacity.
This Affertion, may at firft I doubt not, a little
Jurprize and flartle my Reader, who may per-
haps be ready to reply, that furely there muft
be much more neceflaiy than this; as that of
the various Kinds of Learning, {o ufually taught
a Phyfician ; #o wif, that of the Latin and
Greek, the Univerfity Education, that of Ana-
tomy, the Animal Occonomy, Surgery, Botany,
Pharmacy, Chymiflry, Natural Pbilsfoply ;
fome fay, Matbematicks alto; and in a word
' B ta
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the Kunowledge, Symptoms, Nature and Cure of
all the Maladies incident to the human Body,.
Yet alow me to obferve, that even all thefe.
~without the former is juff nothing, unlefs to do
mere Mifchief than Good. .

I is this great Sagacity which teaches Men -
and Beafts, to take care of themfelves; it is
thus that Men were inftructed and learn’d from
the Sagacity of Animals, many vfeful Particu-
lars for the cure of buman Maladies : as well as
that of the Prefervation of Health, as has been
fufficiently remarked by a great wariety of Au-
thors. 1t is by this extraordinary Gift, that the
wifer part of Mankind preferve themfelves in
Health ; by this their great Prudence obferving,
and more duly examining what is burtful and
prejudicial, as well as in chufing that which is
ufeful and beneficial to therr own Conflitution :
So likewife in a great meafure to be able to
judge and approve of many, at leaft of fome par-
ticulars, which may be ufeful, and often con-
tributing to their cure when ill.  From hence
poflibly may arife the common Saying, That at
Forty, a Man muft either be Fool or Phyfician.
The Emperor Tibersus is indeed reported to
have faid at Thirty, after which, according to
him, there was little or no Occafion for any.—
But this Affertion of his, moft probably, pro-
ceeded from the great Dittidence and Fear he
had, of being poifor’d by firch.

W aTindeed 1s Phyfick ?. #o wi#, the prin-
cipal Part of the Knowledge of a Phyfician,

but
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but that of his grear Sagacity : thus being more
able to judge of the real Malady, with the
Caulfe, Nature and Danger thercof. What
then mut be be Cure, but that of the moft pru-
dently, [agacioufly, and juftly judging, how

moft properly to expel, and carry oft the
Caufes of fuch Diforder. ’Tis true, we are
the better accomplith’d, more duly qualify’d,
and fitted for this purpofe, by having had fome
Pradtice, and not to be without Knowledge of
the proper Evacuators of the Body. However,
even this, will appear to be a very inferiour
Part, when confider’d with this we ate {peaking
of. Since fcarce any very fagacious Perfon will
be to feek for a cure, when be knows the Mala-
dv, more particularly if he knows the caufe
thereof. So it is, that a truly fagacious Perfon
or Workman, will rarely or ever be at alofs
Jor Tools; whereas a bad one (without fuch
Sagacity) will fcarce ever perform tolerably, even
with the very beft ; which confirms the com-
mon Proverb, that a bad Workman is j1ill com-
plaining of bis Tocls. And a bad Reaper never
got a good Reap-Hook.

Tue principal Affair then, as to the true and
moft effectual Ufe of ﬁffm’mme.r for the cure of
human Maladies, depends hot fo much on
the Excellency, and fingular Choice of fome
particular Medicine, as on Metbod and the
Manner of Dofing, both with regard to quantity
and time, perfeverance alfo, with proper
Allowances for different Conftitutions, Sea-

B3 . oL
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fon, Weathery Aliment, &c. this judicioufly
‘managed by a fagacious PraCtitioner, will do
more, even though he has but a tolerable Medi-
cine to practife with, than is to be done with
a much preferable and a far better chofe one,
when not [o judicioufly - managed. So that, as
has been obferved, the principal Affair, is this
great Prudence and Sagacity, which can only
direct us properly in thefe Particulars: Or whe-
ther indeed due Exercife and a proper choice
of Aliment in due time, might not anfwer the
whole, is what feems not at prefent altogether
neceffary to be difcufs’d.

From thefe and fuch like Remarks, we may
in reality confidera true Phyfician, to be only, as
amore experienced Perfon in various Conflitutions,
who by his great Sagacity and Prudence, con-
ducts and advifes, thofe notalways fo fufficiently
confiderate ; or at leaft, who are lefs experienced
in fome fuch like Particulars, And fo it is that
the fuperiority of Knowledge, will in proportion
to this appear (with all thinking Men) which
every fagacious Practitioner muft neceffarily have
above his Neighbour-Pratitioner who is lefs fo.

Tue true Knowledge of the Malady, feems
(as before obferved) to be the whole, at leaft,
the principal part of the valuable Knowledge
of a Phyfician; and when rightly known, the
Cure (when curable) does in general prove
plin, and rarely very intricate. The more
fimple the Medicines likewife are, or the
Means, the more real and certain the Cure

will
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will generally, I am well convinced, be found

to prove

%OWEV ER, 1t is moft certain alfo, that there
is an infinite variation, and a continual difference
betwixt every Conftitution, when compared one
with the other, there not being any two Per-
fons exactly alike in all their Parts: probably
I might too with as much Reafon add, iz any
~Part. From hence then it will follow, that
fuch an unaccountable variety of different Con-
ftitutions muft be produced, and here it is that
very extraordinary Sagacity, becomes fo ex-
tremely neceffary, in making the due and pro-
per Allow ances, proportionable to fuch diffe-
rence, as well as on other occafions, ¢»c. And
from hence likewife will follow, that {o very
ftrange, unaccountable and moft extraordinary
variety of Effects, which particular forts of Al
ment will neceffarily have (as well as Medicines)
upon fuch like different Conftitutions.  And
from hence alfo will confequently arife the many
difficalties which muft daly appear, as often-
times thus greatly to puzzle the moft fagacious
Pratitioner. And here no doubt itis, that this
great Talent is o very particularly requifite, be-
ing indeed the Touchflone, the great Tryal of
his Skall and Supezriority,

BuT now [ find methinks fome one of my
Readers, a great Favourer of Noffrums, who is
ready to advance, that {uch a Medicine he re-
commends fits all Maladies (at leaft fome fort)
in all Conftitutions whatfoever, Now this I

abfclutely
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abfolutely deny, fuch not being any more
than as a Salefman’s-Coat or a common Sale-
Shoe fits every Body, or Foot. Hoawever, we
will neverthelefs allow, that a Medicine may
be a very excellent one, in many Maladies, per-
haps alfo in the generality of fome fuch like
Cafes, when in Conftitutions not greatly vary-
ing: But then I muit at the fame time likewife
obferve, to this unexperienced prepoflefs’d incon-.
fiderate Reader, that even the moft approved,
and moft certain Specifics ufed, or that are
known, whether it be that of Mercury for the
Pox, the Bark for intermittent Fevers, or that
of the Ipecacoana and Rbubarb for Fluxes, yet
thefe do frequently fail vs; even fometimes,
where fuch have been {uccefsful before, in the
fame individual Conflitution ; if I may be al-
lowed to term it {0, when on the fame Perfon,

though at a different time. i
ANxDp now here it isagain that this great Sa-
gacity, Judgment and Experience is afrefh cal-
led upon, to alter, or order, what other Medi-
cine the fagacious Practitioner {thall judge moft
proper; in which it is indeed, that the great
Knowledge of the Phyfician does fo plainly
appear. Tis true, I might here further add,
much in behalf of many very excellent
Medicines, for many, or for fome one par-
ticular Malady ; but then it may alfo be obfer-
ved, and we will likewife readily enough agree,
that all Men muft go to Stool, and that they all
require their due Evacuations i whatfogver man-
ner
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ner it be, fuch being ftopp’d, the Medicine
which relaxes or purges them, and carries off any
fuch Obftructions, will confequently carry off the
Diforder, Complaint, Malady, or Ailment a-
rifing from thence. Yet this does not any way
prove, that fuch therefore or any one Medicine
whatever will cure all Diftempers; or even
that the fame Species of a Maladyis fo cured
in different Conftitutions; there not being any
fuch thing in Nature, as is fufliciently prov-
ed from what has been {aid*.  For which rea-
fon, on all fuch like occafions of uncertainty
when there is any Peril, Hazard, or Dan-
ger, the fagacious, cautious, and experienced
Phyfician, is in courfe called in (by fuch who
have common Prudence) thus judicioufly to
‘weigh, and carefully to confider the moft proper
Means and Medicine to be ufed, with 1ts due
Dofings for that kind of Malady, in fuch par-
ticular Conftitution, whether or not 1t thould
happen alfo, to be more or lefs blended with
fome other Malady. To which might likewife
be added, many other Confiderations as to Sex,
Age, Seafon, Weatber, Method of Living,
&c '

Tuus then, as has been obferved, it is this
Sagacity, which feems in reality the principal
Gift, and the moft necefiary Endowment for
any one who pretends to the cure of human
Bodies ; without which it may, I think, freely

| be

N. B. That which purges fome, renders fome other par-
ticular Perfons coftive, fuch as Claret, Milk, &c.
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be faid, he is noPhyfician, nor to deferve that
Name ; and that all the reft of his. Labour and
Study, with his utmoft acquired Knowledge, is
in effe¢t nothing ; rather in reality ferving only
to confound, perplex, and to render {fuch (with-
out this great Quality) vainly prefumptuous, and
mighty confident of their extraordinary Know-
ledge and Capacity ; in fhort, thus only #o do
more Mifchief than Good.

T H E deficiency then, of this unparallell’d
Quality, muft no doubt, be zbe greatefl want;
and I may venture to aver, that the true Know-
ledge and Succefs of the Phyfician (as has been
hinted) will prove to be #z proportion to this.
Neither can any Education, or Acquirement,
ever become a valuable fupply for fich infuf-
Sictency. Since all, or the very beft any {uch
Practitioner will ever be able to do, can only
be, as.it were, by a kind of Aecident, according
to the Proverb, as the Blindman throws bis
Stajf.  So that without this Blefling, an infinity
of the worff Misfortunes and Accidents, mu/t
neceflarily enfue.

IT feems to have been by #his great Gif?,
that the Divine Hippocrates fo very much diftin-
guifh’d himfelf ; albeit, his Aphorifins, for which
we particularly and principally acknowledge
ourfelves fo much beholden to him, they are
generally allowed, rather to have been the Ob-
fervations or Works of fagacious Perfons before
him; that is, the common Obfervations of

the moft confiderate Men, of gecod Senfe or
Sagacity ;

Ml Eil vl i e ova
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Sagacity ; even thofe who were not of this Pros
feffion, but according to the Cuftom of thefe
- Ages (as in Egype in particular) fuch their Ob-
fervations from fick Perfons were writ on Pil-
lars, in the Highways, or publick Places, for
the gencral Benefit; which being in procefs of
time colle€ted together, whether by Hippocra=
tes, or any elfe; they were hung vp m the
Temple of Efiutapius in the Ifle of Cos, and ’tis
likely that they were fo alfo, Originally hung up
in the Temples in Egypt, there in a great mea-
fure under the care of the Prieffs, although
they had Phyficians likewife among(t them many
Ages before the time of Hippocrates. |

IT might probably appear to the Profeffion,
an unpardonable Crime for one at this time
of day, to pretend to criticife on any of the
Works of this great and much celebrated

Author, after fo many Ages, and fo general an
Approbation of all Mankind ; more efpecially
on this we are here mentioning, that parti-
cular highly approved of Work, his Aphorifins.
Neverthelefs, I muft, and dare even be bold
to broach and publith my own private Opinion
thereon, which is, that thefe very fententious
Remarks, poflibly rather put into'fome fort of
greater order by him, than to be confidered as.
altogether his own, many of which are no doubt
admirably good, and undoubtedly true ; but then
it feems to me allo as certain, that many of
them are very obfcure, as others appear wn-’
certain, and no way fo be depended on. From

e whatloever
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whatfoever Caufe this may proceed, I fhall not
pretend to determine, only here obferve, without
at prefent entring into further Particulars on that
Head, putting the beft Conftruction on the
whole ; many of them probably were much
more certain and ufeful on the Perfons, and in
the Countries where he practifed, than they may
be with uvs, or in other places; which De-
fects muft no doubt, as has been faid, be more
particularly regulated according to the Capacity
and great Sagacity of the Practitioner. Nay, I
know not whether in a great meafure the moft
ufeful of the former, will not naturally prove
apparent, toafuch like knowing and practifed
Phyfician.

As to the Books of Hippocrates, call’d his
Epidemics, 1o very much copy'd, and pretended
or endeavoured to be followed by fome, as a
fuflicient Model to practife by, I will venture
to fay, that there are extreamly few Cafes
there (if any) wherewith we can ftate a parallel
Cafe with any of our own ; or feemingly in-
deed, to come any way near thereto; and yet
our-noted Dr. Friend, commonly {6 very much
cried up, though with what juft Ground, or
what greater Share of the Sagaczty we have been -
{peaking of, is another Queftion, if not rather
an * extraordinary fuper-abounding Vanity :

He

* His great Vanity alfo in having a Medal ftruck (a- -
broad) to his own Commendation, too plainly verifies this,
N. B. He was much deficient in the principal Branch of
the Profeflion, we mention to be fo neceflary, to wiz,
that of Surgery.



(1% )

He, 1 fay then, has been at vaft pains in
tranﬂatmg, ﬁxplammg, and commenting on
‘thefe, probably with a greater View of magni-
fiymg himfelf, and being of Ufe in thewing his
own great Knowledge of the dead Languages ;

“fo'wit, the Greek and Latin, &c. than from
-any ‘other truly ufeful and /a!zd Reafons *.  For
~of what great Ufe thefe his Works (whlch
he has put his Name to as wholly his) have been
to the Publick, I muft here leave to the judg-

ment of the mz.ﬁv}*cy/i’d Reader.

Anp now I doubt not, but it may be ad-
vanced that Experience and Obfervation, muft
furely be of great Ufe to render a Phyfician
truly knowing, without which he cannot be
Afufficiently fo. - This 'I will readily enough
allow, more efpecially when fuch Experience is
properly digefted by a found Judgment, and
that the Obfervations are juftly made ; zbofe on
the Spot, or in the Country where we l1ve, being
without queftion the moff ufeful. But then it
‘is likewife as certain, that there appears not
many, perhaps extr{:nml}r few Praditioners, who
feem fit for fuch purpofe, and poffibly not fuf-
ficiently capable thercof ; whether the Caufe
may proceed from the not h:wmg that due De-
gree of Sagacity ncceffary thereto ; or from a
“want of Time, as perhaps that of falling tco
foon into great Practice, and {o #rof onin the

G- fame

* As tothe Ufe of the dead Languages in Hie P ofets
fion, it is fpoken of in a Pamphlet on the Origin and the
Degrees of Dadior,
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fame ufual, or common Road, without the leaft
thought of Tmprovement,being entirely bent, and
folely employ’d, in the picking up of Money :
or be it, that it = happen from fome other
defe@s, as that of the want of a fufficiency of
the moft proper and ufeful Application, yet this
is not any way neceffary here to be determin’d.
And now it may not be improper to take no-
tice, that the Caufes, Symptoms, and Cures of
Maladies, do extreamly often proceed from very
different, perhaps quite contrary caufes to thofe
we aflign them, and this from the not fo duly
and fagacioufly confidering, the infinite Variety
of Accidents, which are not attended to, nat
any more than Age, Sex, Conftitution, natu-
ral Strength, length of Time, Seafon, Wea-
ther, Aliment, Change of Medicines, though not
much differing in their Nature, ¢c. From the
want of a thorough Confideration of thefe and
“fuch like, it is, that our fo very frequent Mi/-
takes do arife, as to the Cure of Maladies, which
we are {o apt to afcribe to our own Skill, or
Management. /

IT is from this great quality, that one Prac-
titioner fhall gain more real Knowledge, by his
proper Obfervations, even on a very few Patients
only, and that in a fbort time, or in a few Years,
than another lefs Sagacious fhall, by the greateft
number of Years, as well as with infinite va-
riety of Patients during all that time, that 1s,
for the fpace of his whole Life: and laftly,

that
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that this fame bufy Prattitioner (upon a due exa-
mination of the truly Sagacious Phyfician) fhall
be found to know in effect, and in reality No-
‘thing at all of the matter.

So it 1s that this fame unparallel’d Sagacious
Quality, which teaches the like happy Phyfician,
warily and moft carefully to ftudy all the different,
and even the moft intricate Intentions (as far as
Foﬂiblr:) of kind Dame Nature, ftill moft careful-
y confidering, all her various Attempts, to throw
out her mortal Enemy, to wit, the Humour, or
Malady opprefiing, and tending to deftroy her :
And thus this wife and prudent Practitioner, who,
as her principal Affiftant, or Servant, is to
make it his whole and fole Aim, to fiudy,
and altogether endeavour to affift her in all her
Intentions (and that too in the fafeft manner)
to be at the fame time extreamly wary, in the
crofling her defigns, or in any way prevent-
ing them, by anticipating or being beforehand
with her, €er we can well guefs at her In-
tentions, or that we can in the leaft imagine,
which way fhe inclines, asis but too frequent
with the generality of the very bujy inconfiderate
Praétitioners.

Tuus there can hardly be faid to be any
Obfervation worth our notice, from any who
are not endowed with this great quality of Sa-
gacity, it being indeed, in the moft intricate and
the moft difficult Cafes, that this extraordinary
Endowment fo very well and plainly appears,
by properly finding out, and juftly diflinguifh-

n ey
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-ing all matters relating to fuch particular Cafes.
Neither doth this Perfection feem to be much
lefs neceflary even in Surgery, more efpecial-
ly if Surgeons are allowed the medical part,
both external and internal, and that they are
not in that to be under the Direction of ‘the
Phyfician.  Probably alfﬂ, that they ought ina
great meafure to bE fo in regard to the Ope-
rations, particularly in thofe which are the more
dlfﬁcult and where no doubt, a well-knowing
Phyfician ought always to be ready to give his
- Advice, Opinion, and Direition, on the moft
antricate Occafions.

BuT, before we conclude this Difcourfe, it
may not, probably, be altogether improper, that
I fay aword or two, on the Subjet of Apo-
thecaries, and in what light they are moft
properly to be confider’d. They are, then, in
reality, to be no otherwife confidered (amongft
the Moderns) than as the immediate Cooks “of
the Phyficians ; that is to fay, only to make up,
and 2o fell their Medicines, without going fur-
ther to meddle in Phyfick, which they do not
any where elfe beﬁdes herc in Great Britain
and Ireland: 'The Prattice they thus follow,
even with the lower Rank, being indeed the
proper Province of the younger PH}’;_*/?L tans, and
thofe in lefler Praétice, if they incline to that fort
of Bufipefs. Notwuhﬁdndlnﬂ which, if they |
neverthelefs are allowed o to do (ﬂmn van—;
ous Reafons) they ought no doubt, firft to!
have the Opinion of a /i’azﬂuwrr Phy j'muz VI, !
of
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of the nature of the cafe, and bow moff fafely
to proceed, in the mean tlme, whether {uch
their prefent method of going on, be altoge-
ther owing to the Indolence, or the great Fees
of our Phyficians, 1s not fo much to our pre-

fent Purpofe Amongft the Ancients, there were
no fuch People, (nor indeed till of late, that
1s, within @ Century or {o) the Pracitioners
did that part themfelves. I need only then
add, that if we fuppofe, and agree thefe to have
the /Esz Education, and neceflary Accomplifh-

ments, as @ duly bred Phyfician, he may in fuch
like cafc, in a great meafure, bc confidered as
Juch (even though he makes up, and common-
ly {o vends his Medscines) albeit he thould me-
thmks alt alfs, in the Sphere Phyficians now
are in, if he pretends thereto, as well as that
in {fo doing he thus has more fpare time to
make Lis proper Obfervations. But now, let us
on the other hand confider, how wery few indeed
| there be, who know almoft any thing at all
of the zfjffza! Branches of Education neceflary
to make a good Praétitioner, fuch as that of a
right K nuwltdge of Aﬁafam_}, the Animal Qeco-
nomy, the nature of Maladies in general, with
their Symptoms, the Caufes, and Cure. Andin
particular, as has been hinted, a thorough Know-
ledge of Surgery ; all which, if he isa lufﬁc:ent
Mafter of, he ﬂuﬂrht then mdced Jolely to ait
as a Pb E/ cian, which will be /Mfcmzf Jor Lim
to do, and in “this manner, he may bs ranked
as ﬁrfr{*. But if he be endﬂw’d alfo, with «

Juperqority
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ﬁﬁter;'arff_y of Sagacity, as before fpecify’d, he
may then verily be confidered, and allow’d to
be a truely well accomply/ly d,and an excellent Phy-
fician, even of the firft or beft Order, as no doubt
in fuch cafe he really 7z effeé? is, without fur-
ther regard to common Names ; yet how often
we fhall be able to find fich an extraordinary
+ accomplifh’d Perfon, at the fame time acting,
and pafiing under the Name of an dpothecary,
I muft leave to be decided by others, inftead of
which (but tco commonly) without the leaft
juft pretence to any of thefe Qualifications, they
boldly, and forwardly, 7uz on, hand over head,
without in a manner knowing in many, or moft
cafes, any thing at all of the matter. Since we
are not, according to the vulgar Notions, to ima-
gine and judge, that he gains his great Know-
ledge by making up of Medicines, and gene-
ral Notions of their Ufes, by his frequent fel-
ling a Pennyworth of Mithridate, or Diafcor-
dium, ¢rc. that he {o attains much Knowledge,
nor even by the frequent Preferiptions of
Phyficians, which oftentimes, if not generally,
are wery trifling, perhaps in fome meafure
for form, or otherwile, but little to the pur-
pofe; and when they do receive @ valuable
Prefeription, they then poffibly, fcarce well
know how juftly to diftinguith zbe right from
the @wrong, and probably but feldom know the
Jpecial Reafons, or the Principles on which the
Phyfician has prefcribed.  So that all they feem
to learn (particularly fuch not ble’d with ex-

2 ' traordinary
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traordinary Sagacity) is in reality little elfe
than the forry praétice of a trifling, if note-
ven of the worff Phyfician. Thus only acquir-
ing for his principal Knowledge, the common
trot, of #rifling practice, Whu:h may indeed
neverthelefs prove more beneficial to him
than that which is the J¢f, and cures 200
Joon.

BuT, it may yet be alledged, that an Apo-
thecary can be of ufe, allowing him 70 practife
occafionally, as on fudden calls, a Phyfician not
being fo ready at hand, the Patient pcrhaps re-
quiring an Opiat, In the violence of pain, a
Stool, by injection, or to beadvifed to fufpend,
or to jarémr a Medicine, which {eems to have
an over violent effel?, unul the Phyfician be
confulted ; but this is ftill to be only affiffant to
him, and “under bis Direction.

Tur Conclufion then of our Difcourfe,
amounts to this, that every Perfon who has
the lealt Pretence to a rolerable degree of
common Senfe, may furely in fome meafure
be ajudge of the great natural Sagacity, of
the Praélitioner, whom he fﬂfyﬁ}i}m tn, and
into whofe hands be puts bis Life : this (as'
has fufficiently been ob/erved) being the prin-
cipal perfection a Phyfician can be blefi’d with,
and can only be in proportion to this, That he
will be found Znowing, and truly sz eful, with-
out which great Endowment, fuch a happy

confiderate pesaen*zzﬁm, he can in reality be
D hictle
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little elfe, than an ignorant bufy Pretender,
and in truth, rather more mifchievous, than
truly ufeful.

It is this moft excellent quality then, which
may truly be faid to be the #rue .zfrcarmm,
to wit, the Grand, and moft valuable Noffrum
in Phyfick, without which, all befides, is in
reality, wain and #rifling, or otherwife, as has
been remark’d, 7s juft nothing.

The
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IV. Tuat there is rarely (if ever) any
neceflity for Bleeding, where there is no rifk
of the Patient’s dying in the fpace of 24
Hours, he being able to undergo other proper
Evacuations. ,

V. Or the Virtues of Simple Medicines,
{fuch as Mercury, Opium, the Baik, &¢. and
of the cufe of intermittent Fevers, and pe-
riodical pains by the latter.

VI. That moft Maladies, and probably all
(Fever and Small Pox without peradventure)
~ are curable by Aliment or Diet alone ; that 1s,
without neceffity of medicinal Preparations, al-
though on fome very extraordinary Qccafions
a fudden Revulfion, or Evacuation, as Bleeding,
Bliftring, or a Clyfter, may then be judged
proper: For moft, if not the whole, that
15 done by the ableft of the Profeffion, is
but to help off the Mzlady a little fooner,
fince they are but the Servants of wife Na-
ture, the being the principal Agent ; fo that
by the nfe of Medicine, the Maladies may
indeed be removed fooner, : though whether
always the fafefl {o, is the Queftion? Thus
Bleeding, Bathing, Bliftring, Clyflering, &re.
as to the more {udden and violent Maladies,
fuch as Pleurify, Angina, Cholick, ¢rc. thefe
or thelike means may be wféfus for the wore
smmediate relief ; fo we poflibly oftner burs
than do good with Medicines, when we are
not well affured of their good effed?s ; fince

if
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if they affit not Nature, they readily inter.
rupt and contradict,, or prevent her from
throwing out, and expelling the Humour or
Malady. Ifthen the principal affair of the i/
and wgry Phyficzan, be firictly to ftudy and
JollowNature, fuch frequent and reiterated
Bffé’dfﬂki will not I think be truly found
to be {fo, It may alfo further be remark’d
here, that Underftanding Phyficians, {eem to
me (in a great meafure) as neceflary to the
ailing part of Mankind (without the ufe of
Medicines) for the Direftion of their Aliment,
Exercife, &e. as if Medicines were ufed and
prefcribed by them.

VII. As Weaknefs of Body (for the moft
part) does in fome meafure aftet the Mind,
fo it moft commonly allo renders fuch who
are {o, the moft difeafed and ailing, and con-
ﬂ:quently they will thus prove the moft be-
neficial to the Profeflion of Phyfick; fuch
therefore will be the elderly, as well as the
young, (in particular) whether Men, Wo-
men, or Children, who are fo very frequent-
ly ailing, The wifer part of Mankind, if
not often the ftrongeft and moft robuft in
Body, or Limbs, do at leaft regularly and pru-
dently take a due care of their Conftitutions,
by rruadc;mgj proper Obfervations thereon, and
do thus become but little profitable to_the
Phyfician (nﬂt greatly fo, further than by

their Converfation, perhaps alio good Offices,
or
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er Generofity in another way as a Friend.
From hence confequently it will appear, that
fuch Practitioners in Phyfick as affect, and
delight in the Company of #hofé, or who
incline and fpend much of their time with
fuch, whether the View beof attaining Know-
ledge, or for Pleafure, thefe Practitioners
muft of courfe have but few Cuffomers: and
if fuch are not rich, they cannot be Lucra-
tive, 'Whereas Pra&itioners, of the more in-
ferior Capacity, or thofe the moft inclin-
able to cultivate the Acquaintance and Com-
pany of the before-mentioned, the weaker
part of Mankind, greatly the mo{t nume-
rous, and whofe frequent Fees, (perhaps alfo)
or fuch like Liberalities do come the ofteneft,
thofe Practitioners muft of courfe have much
moré¢ Bufinefs, and likewife fo much more
Profit, that is, by the Company of fuch like
Patients, as well as by Midwives, Nurfes, and
Apothecaries.

VIII. Or the Simplicity of the Pratice of
Phyfick, that probably being the fufeft, fureft,
and the moft efle¢tual Method of Cure.

IX. Or the Folly of writing Syffeins of
Praétice, on particular Maladies.

X. Tuar we mult die, none of the
Profeflion of Phyfick can kill us twice; fo
that it feems not Material, whether we die
under the Hards of a learned Phyfician, a

Surgeon, or an Apethecary, a Noffrum.-mon-

gers
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know mote of fuch particular Malady, than
all who bave tried before bim.

XV. OrF the great uncertainty of Cures
performed, commonly judged to be owing to
the Skill of the Prattitoner, particularly in
relation to acute Maladies, fuch as Fevers;
Small-Pox, ¢rc. and by which Diftempers,
there is the greateft gain.

XVI. A due Examination, whether there
be not much more gor by great Pretence,
a blundring, ignorant, and bad Praétice,

than by a modeft, honeft, knowing, and Ski//-

Jful one,

4+ XVIL Or our miftaken Notions, with re-
oard to Cures perform’d, often afcribed to
our own Knowledge, or to that of the
Practitioner, by Method, or Ufe of fome
Medicine given, or fome fuch like Caufes

-

affigned by us, when in reality occafion’d -

from thofe of a quite different Nature, And
which Judgment will {till be more or lefs
juft or erroneous, in proportion to the Sagacity
of the Pra&itioner. +
+ XVIIL TwuaT there is much more got by
‘the #rifling, infignificant and fiddle-faddle
part of the Practice of Phyfick, than by
the moft wfeful and moft wvaluable, or the
profoundeft and moft /:/jfull Knowledge of
the Profeffion. 3

XIX. TuaT all Pain (from Maladies)

afflicting the human Fabrick, feems to arife

from

ilios M B
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from our own follies, or the defe® of a fuf-
ficiency of Circumfpection and Knowledge
(particularly when curable) and not proceeding
from fome fudden, or unforefeen Accidents.

XX. TuaT luxurious Living brings on
not only our Maladies, but even our Vices alfo.
So on the other hand, the true and beft
Method of preventing Maladies, as well as
the Cure of fuch by Aliment this fame
way, feems likewife to be the high Road to
Virtue.

XXI. Or Mania or of Madnefs in ge-
neral, the different Speczes or Degrees there-
of, the Caufes, with the propereft Methods,
and means of Cure.

- XXII. TuaT Chronical Maladies (in ge~
neral) are the Fruits, or Effeéts of Iutem-
perance, and confequently (when curable) may
be prevented, as well as cured, by Tempe-
rance alone, though to be affifted, or carried
off #ill jooner, by the proper Ufe of Medi-
cines; and though acute Maladies, may for
the moft part likewife, be really owing to
Intemperance, yet they may no doubt fre-
quently alfo, arife from known or wnforefeen
Accidents. -

- XXII1. Tue Study of the real Good and.
Benefit of Mankind, appears in general  to
be the leaft Advantageous to him who en-
deavours it, and is moft commonly Di:fad-

E vantageous,
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vantageous, by bringing on fuch a Multitude
of Enemies, particularly thofe of the Pro-

feflion of Phyfick, when in that way ; efpe-

cially fuch probably, as are the moft foolith,
1ll-rncl111ed or the greatly interefted for their
own Partlculars imagining or finding their
private Account in their own way.

XXIV. Or the Cureand Treatment of all
curable Maladies, without the Ufe of Me-
dicines.

XXV. Or the Nature of Co/ds (in general)
that the inveterate Kind are more particularly
the Product of our own Country, than elfe-
where ;and why ? That they are moft frequent
ly the Occa,ﬁnn of fome lurking Humours in
the Blood appearing, and their then thewing,
or forming themfelves into Ailments and Dif~
tempers of different Shapes. So an over-fullnefs,
or Humours in the Blood, occafions the more
ready catching and quicker Appearances of
Colds, probably not altogether umproperly to
be confidered as a Speciesof Rbeumatifim, for
the moft part occafioned as it appears to me by
our own I[rregularities or Mifmanagements ;
yet may be cured in a very few Days, either
with or without Phyfick, where the Patient
can be advifed, and the Malady not paft reme-
dy, or not of the worlt Habit of Body.

XXVI. Or the Caufes of Maladies in ge-
neral, and of their Cure by Nature; that is
to fay, without the Ufe or Help of Medical-
Drugs. As well as of the Cure of Maladies

by

SESRISR
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by the Affiftance of #befz, and with the help
of Art.

XXVIL. Tuat Ifues, with all their 1n-
tentions, as common Drains, may be anfwer-
ed by other common Means, in fuch as are
governable.

XXVIII. TuarT the fo very frequent Ufe
of Blifters in Fevers, particularly fo much
ufed when accompanied with Delzrium, may
in all likelihood be as well effected by otber
Means.

XXIX. Or the beft Means of preventing
the being hurt by infectious Maladies, whe-
ther Venereal or Others.
 XXX. TuaT the Cure of Maladies in
general (when curable) feems plain and eafy ;
if we do but rightly comprehend the Dif-
temper.

XXXI. Few Obfervations valuable, from

the defe& of due Sagacity.
« XXXII. ParTticurLAr Remarks on the
Nature of Gonorbaas, never hitherto taken
notice of, as that of their difference, as longer
Cure, the Patient more liable to /nfection, &ec.
according to Age and Conflitution.

XXXHI. InTEREST of Friends caballing,
intriguing, and recommendation, whether by
He or She, a firk M or fome Noted
warm Patrons, is the way to make an eminent
Phyfician, pollibly alfo a Lawyer or Divine. ¥

| 52 XXXIV. Tuar
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XXXIV TuaT ’tis Paffion, Humour, and
Intereft (rather than real Knﬂwledg& or Rea-
fon) which governs the Affairs of this World,
full as much in Phyfick as in any nthf:r
particular. }

XXXV. THAT an honeft and knowmg
Phyﬁman can get. but little by his Practice,
in foon curing or at once putting his Patlent
in a right way, unlefs he happens to meet
with @ greatly confiderate and generous Pa=

tient.

. XXXVI. A rew Words are rather to be
WEll_ recompenced than Prefcriptions, as be-
ing d-::ubly ufeful, not only in direting, but
alfo in the refn]vmg of leﬁﬂﬂltlﬁﬂ or Quef-
tions, though Apothecaries are readily of Opi-
nion, that Prefcriptions are moft ufeful, yet
they (as hinted elfewhere) may be prﬂwded
for another way,

XXXVII. TuaT it feems not abfolutely
nmaﬁ‘ary for a fitlt or principal Phyfician,
in moft (if not in all Cafes) to give fuch
ufisal Attendance, but to give his Directions
to the Prﬂﬁ:’fiﬁnfr, who 1s the conftant Vifi-
tor of the Patient, 'whether Phyfician, Sur-
oeon, or Apothecary; {o that gnce, twice or
thrice, almoft during fuch Ailment, feems
to be fufficient. Since the firft mentioned
Phyfician comprehends, and rightly takes the
Diftemper, or he does not ; if right, he can .
then properly direl?, and put the common

- | Pratitioner
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Pracitioner who has the ufual Care of fuch
Patient, int6 a right way for the Cure, when
curable. . F L,

XXXVIII. A proper Definition ofa Fever,
that none have hitherto ever truely defined
what it is, but have meerly confounded us
with unintelligible jargon on that Subjet.
That all Maladies have more or lefs Fever,
that is (fpeaking intelligibly) a7 irregular Pul-
[ation. |
 XXXIX. Or the Malady of the Small-
Pox, that being in reality no other than a
Multitude of acute Tumours (particularly
thofe of the more kindly fort) which may
not improperly be ranged amongft the Phleg-
menick Tumours, and are accordingly {foto be
treated with the greateft Safety. 5

XI.. Or Boerbaave's miftaken Notion
of all having Small-Pox inwardly, lying
on the noble Parts; becanle fome who died
have been found fo; and of his miftaken
Notions from thence, as to the Cure by pre-
venting their Suppuration.

XLI. Tuat the Cure of Swmall-Pox,
feems to come full as propetly (if not much
more fo) into the Province of a Surgeon,
than that of a Phyfician; efpecially when
allowed the Adminiftration of snward Me-
dicines as at prefent, or even that of ex-
ternals, when without the Approbation of a
Phyfician ; #o wif, one who wofefles, and

well
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well knows all the medicative Parts, in re-
lation to human Maladies. And that even
the Great, or French-Pox, feems lefs to be the
Province ﬂf a Surgeon, than this.

XLIIL. Or ingrafting, or other Methods
of giving the Smaf!—Pax and how far ad-
vifeable -or dangerous, 65’::

. XLIII. That moft or probably all Mala-
dies may be confidered under the following
Heads ; zo wit, Wounds, Ulcers, or Tumours, of
difierent Speue,s Unlr.:fs we would think fit to
add alfo, that of extrancous Bodies, Mortifica-
r:'an}, and general Dilatation of ff:e. folid Parts,

XLIV. Or the quickeft abatement of
Pain, and outward Symptoms, by improper
Evacuations ; whether by bleeding, or the Ufe
of other Means, for the Cure of a Malady ;
and of the gafrk, as well as of the f:y%r
and furer Method, though in a more gradual
manner.

XLV. Or the Gout, fl:u“n:ﬂ:raLblj,f occafioned
(when not Hereditary) from Superfluity and
improper Digeftion, as well as from a de-
ficiency of the due and proportionable Secre-
tions, to the Alimen: received ; in all likeli-
hﬂﬂd alfo, much the fame Humour as that
which produces moft other Chronical Mala-
dies, fuch as Colds, Pleurifies, Rbeumatifms,
&c. and are in a great mmi'ure to be car-
ried off or (;ured in the like manner, if we

incline fo to do (with the ﬁ:rrmr:‘r) when Na-
ture
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ture has placed or thrown the Humour out 7=
to the Extremities.
- XLVI. A particular Difcourfe on the Ma-
ladies of the Eyes, reducing them and coni-
prehending the Whole, into a very narrow
Compafs.

XLVII. A good and knowing Pra&itioner
may very well be (according to the wvulgar
Notions) though in reality with but little, or
Jearcely common Senfe.

XLVIII. SacaciTy (as has been obferv-
ed) in Effe¢t the whole of Phyfick or Sur-
gery, all other Qualifications without this, being
n a manner trifling, very uncertain and
greatly dangerous. 'That Writing is the cer-
tain Confequence of Kwmowledge, particularly
from all who incline not (to the prejudice
of Mankind) to over-indulge their Indolence
or Lazinefs. That the moft knowing have
writ, as Hippocrates, &c. and were the con-
trary to be fuppofed of thofe imagin’d capa-
ble thereof, fuch furely would deferve the fe-
vereft Ufage that Law or a Society could
well znflic,  Thofe who have publickly dic-
tated to their Difciples (who writ) this is in
fome meafure the fame. As all Painters paint,
as well as that all Phyficians practile, yet
the Works of the former more plainly ap-
pear, that it is in proportion to their Saga-
city and Judgment with their due Applica-
tion.

2 SEIR.THAT
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+ " XLIX. Tuat a Pra@itioner in Ph fick
whether Phyfician or Apothecary (as is face-
tioufly faid of Don Sangredo) may tun tho-
rc}ugh an infinite deal of Praltice, nay, even
gain great Reputation alfo in this. way, with-
~ out at the fame time ever doing the leaft real
good, unlefs 4y chance ; but rather doing all

manner of Mifchief, which can well be fup- °
pofed from their defe¢t of due Sagacity,
K:th the other proper Qualifications of this

rt

LJTTH.&T a Phyfician is the beft, who
cures not, one Dg/e.:gjé by procuring us at
the fame time one fi7// worfe ; but to
cure and reftore fuch Hea;'.f}.': Liife a
Strength, as is ftill defirable, 'Artful Apo-
thecaries know how to fecure and catch
flight Maladies, before Dame-Nature has
had her fufficient time to cure without their
Alfiftance.

LL Or Fiftula’s in general, and par-
ticularly of that 7z A4no, with the pofiibility
of its Cure without cutting,

LII. TuAaT it is in intricate and the
moft difficult Cafes, the true Knowledge of
a Phyfician is beft to be obferved ; probably
likewife when called in, with others of the
Profefiion, there to diffinguifb, or properly
to difcover the true Ailment or Malady, de-
claring his Opinion <wirhout reférve.

LI Tuat
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LIlI. TuaT a Phyfician may be very ex-
pert and well accomplithed in the Methodus
Preefiribendi 5 to wit, extremely ready in the
common forms of Prefcribing, and yet at the
fame time very deficient ; nay, in reality uz-
SReliful in the true and moft w/éfu/ Know-
ledge, as to the effectual Cure of Maladies.

LIV. Tuat the Endeavours of the
moft fagacious and knowing Phyfician, is to
follow, ftudy, and to humour Nature in all
ber Efforts, in freeing herfclf from that which
oppreffes, obftructing her from doing the pro-
per Offices. Sothat the whole Endeavours of
the Phyfician ought only to be to affj# her in
expelling that which occafions fuch Oppreffion
or Malady. Unles an Humour be dan-
geroufly thrown upon a moble Part endanger-
ing the fame ; then indeed, it will require 2
Diverfion from thence, though to be done in
the moft careful manner.

LV. Puysictians full as reafonably as
Lawyers, ought to be foed beforeband, fince a
word, or fwo, may often be fufiicient in a
Cafe, fuch as Bleeding, Bathing, Riding, &c.
As to Apothecaries who urge Writing on
their own account, let them rather have a
Fee alfp, or retain them with a certain
Sum yearly. And belides, many Cales may
in reality only require one Advice, which be-
ing honettly given, deferves far better than
a common Fee; unlefs it be judged to be the

E beit
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" beft way to tempt the Phyfician to make him- -
{elf amends, when he finds he is engaged with
a Narrow fpxrlted Patient, or a craving Apo-
thecary.
- LVI. Or the modern Improvements or
Endeavours, by any of the Profeffien of Phy-
fick (in our time) whether Writers or Others.

LVI1. Some Confiderations onthe ufe and
good done to the Publick, by the Coll
of P s, further than that to Apothe-
caries, as well as of the Improvements made
fince the firft Eftablithment of that Body ; and
particularly of the late Examination and Jin-
gular Approbation of Mrs. Stephbens’s Excel-
fencies, though never admitted 7n9, or Licen-
tiated b the Coll—+

LVIII Some Confiderations on the ufefu!
or benevolent Infiructions, which the Publick
might reafonably have expected from fuch
Praclitioners as have attained to the greateft
Vogue and higheft Fortunes in this Profeffion ;
and whether fuch, if fuppofed capable, do not
deferve the feverelt publick Cenfisre, for not
having endeavoured fomething in fuch way.
* LIX. . Whether the Wifdom of the
Nation would not full as much have appeared,
if not much more, in forming a Society for
the improvement Df Phyfick onl, wnhout
going further, or of fuch having any pretence
to the Monspolizing of Pmétlce whether
this would not in 2l hmh 100d, hnve been of

much
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much more Ufe, than that of any other Body

of Phyfick whatfoever‘ 4

LX. 2. As Matters now ftand, whether
the Phyficians or the Apothecaries have the
moft Praltice ? and which does the moff good ?
Q. If Surgeons in the Pra&ice of moff Mafd-
dres, may not alfo be added ? -

LXI How many more or fewer bad
Praétitioners, may be fuppofed to be, who
have been (allﬂwed or approved) fince the
Eftablithment of the Society, authoriz’d for
the examining into #fofe Affairs, than what
were before that time, or that may reafona-
bly be imagined would be, were there no fuch
Body 2 .

LXII. Or what great ufe any Monopolies
in Phyfick ever may have been to the Pué-
lick ?

LXIII. ImparT1arL Confiderations on the
Medicines, Cures, and Good done ; with the
Benefit received by the Publick from W —d
his Cures without Bleeding or Bliffering ¢

LXIV. TuaT we ought freely to write,
or to fpeak our Minds, in this Profeffion
without reflraint, where we imagine it may
poﬂ'zbl}r be of fome ufe to the Publick, what-
e’er the Confequences may be, with regard
to private Intereft,

LXV. Or the Intereftednefs of fuch Pra&z-
tioners as confider themielves in a {uperiour
Light to that of being diretied by any other,

¥ 2 and
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and yet give no {ufficient Proof of their Ca-
pacity to dires?, by their publick Writings,
or fuch hke: mﬂméfarzg, teaching, and im-
proving Mankind n this way, nor even to
make the lealt atfempt thereto.

- LXVI Or the Danger and often times
great fnconveniencies, whjch attends zmproper
Cures, by the ufe of improper Evacuations.

LXVIL TuaT few or none of the greateft
Practitioners . Phyfick, do ever make any
Obférvations, neither feem they indeed, to
have a {ufficiency of time for fo doing, were
we to fuppofe them capable of making fich
properly ; but are fatished with running on in
a common Track, without further Examing=
tion, or Improvement.

- LXVII. TuAT the Practice of Hofpitals,
and that of private Praélice, is in many Re-
fpects extremely different, and confequently
that the former is not a ﬁsf cient Model for
the latter.

LXIX. Or the furprizingly various, and
very different Effets, which Aliment as well
as Medicines, frequently have (though even
of the fame Kind) when ufed on fome par-
ticular Conflitutions.

- LXX. Qr the extraordinary different Ef-
feéts, which the fame very Medicine will have
on the fame Perfon, at different times, not-
wichftanding the guantity and quality of the
Medicine 1o " be the jﬂrh ; as well as of the
Various
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various Effects of Aliment on the Body at
particular times.

LXXI. Or Nominal and effectual Doctors.
That Hippocrates, as well as all the An-
tients, were effectual Doclors (not of the
modern Nominal fort) that is, they effeCtual-
ly proved themfelves fuch, by their publick
Writings and Teaching, or their Improve-
ments 1n this Profeffion, not by attaining or
purchafing of wain Titles or Names, t%om.
fuch who frequently kuwow little, or nothing

the matter.

LXXII. TuarT real Doctors, ought prin-
cipally to zeach or direct the common Prac-
titioncr, and not incline or to feek after
common attendance of Patients, but firft to
give a right Idea of the Nature of the
Malady, with the proper Method to be ufed by
the common Pratutioner, after which (if
required) only to al;tend on extraordinary
Occafions.

LXXIIL THAT a compleat, and thorough
Education in Surgery, is the principal Branch
of the moit ulcful Education of a Phyfician,
fo as to be able accafionally to teach; even
Surgeons, who may happen to be defetive in
fome particular Part of their Bufinefs; #
wit, the moft proper Method to be #fed and
that moft neceffary to be done, whether with re-
gard to the Operations, or that of the Ap-
plications, without which Kunowledge and

Capacity
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Capacity he fcarce deferves the Name of a
Phyfician, or Dolfor. So that to have been
originally bred fo, as well as to have prac-
tifed therein, s no doubt agreat advantage,
without which, or at leaft a thorough Edu-
cation in this way, it feems hardly pofiible
to become a compleat Phyfician ; one who
ought indeed to underftand a// that apper-
tains to the Cure of the hbuman Body,
that is all the various and complicated Ma-
ladies, incident thereto.. Yet this is ftill
far from endeavouring to advance therefore,
that every practifing Surgeon is confequently
proper to be confidered as a Phyfician or
Doétor. Since none are or ought to be re-
garded as fuch, but thofe who not only
praétife as fuch, but do alfo demonfirate
their further Capacity by therr Writings
more efpecially when tending to teach the
Profeffion or Mankind in general, that which
at leaft appears, to tend fo the improvement
thereof. |

LXXIV. Ow the other hand, that there
18 not near {fo much iz the Chirurgical part,
as to Cures, as 1s commonly 1magin’d,

LXXV. WuerHER as Matters now
ftand, it be not the Intereft of the com-
mon practicing Phyficians, as well as that
of the Apothecaries, that Cures be pro-
long’d, whether from trifling, defign, 1g-
nerance, or otherwife, And whether fome

ach
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fuch Method as above hinted at, might not
prove moft proper if well put in practice,
to wit, in putting the Cure under the firft
Direction of fuch principal Phyfician?

LXXVI. TuaT as Matters now ftand,
Apothecaries are on full as good a footing, if
not a better, than Phyficians, fince the former

go on in prattice without fearce ever, or
very rarely calling in the latter, unlefs in
the /off Extremity, or atbeft only, for zak-
ing away the Odium from them of having
killed the Patient, If urged, that theabove
Hints look fomewhat like accufing or fupei-
- zng the Integrity of the prefent Praitioners,
. allow me then to add, that there is furely
much room left for fuch improper Prallice,
and that an honef} Man, ought to avoid all
in his power of giving the leaft ground of
Sufpicion.

LXXVIL OF the Experience, Improvement,
and pretended Knowledge, which ar beft
can poflibly be made by Apothecaries, from
the frequent Prefcriptions fent them by Plhy-
Sicians 3 that any Knowledge gain’d that
way, muft be but z7iffing and infignificant,
though fome of them are even become
competitors with Phyficians, &e.

LXXVIIL Tuose who can afrord an Apo-
thecary, can aftord a qvzfe, boneft, and knowing
Phyfician.

LXXIX, Some Queries concerning the
Nature of Potfons in general, as Whﬂth{:{

mof
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moft Medicines may not be confidered as
more or lefs Poifonous, when improperly
ufed ? and whether the greateff Poifon, pro-
perly ufed, may not prove an ufeful Medi--
cine ? whether there may not be much in the
Imagination in fuch Symptoms arifing as thofe-
from the Bite of @ mad Dog,or Car? as well as
the 2// habit of Body, in moft Poifonous Bites;
Pus of Smail-Pox as well as Arfenic ufed,

LXXX. . Whether it be not the g/
proper, reafonable; and the beft way, for the
Phyfician to flate the Café to the Patient (or
to thofe who have the care of him) 7z #riz-
ing, and to give proper Diretions for fuch
Malady in the National Tongue, as to Ali-
ment, Medicines, or Exercife, particularly in
all chronical Cafes ¢

LXXXI. 2, WueTuer it would not
likewife be the moft advifeable Method for
every Family togive their Apotbecary a yearly
Allowance, ufé them, or not ufé them.

LXXXII. 2. WHETHER 1t be abfo-
lutely certain, that a Perfon muft neceffari-
ly be educated at Oxford or Cambridge, to
become the firf} Phyfician, in Great Britain ?

LXXXIII. Or the Improvements made in
Phyfick from thefe learned Schools.

LXXXIV. 2. WHETHER it be not from
the want of proper Application, and the lit-
tle Skill of Phyjicians, as well as Surgeons,
that fuch pretending People as Oculifts do
arife : as well as feveral other Branches taken

from
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from the Profeflion by ignorait Prétenders.
And whether the great Knowledge of Phy-
ficians and Surgeons may not alfo be fu/pet?-
ed in other Parts, as well as zheir Deficiency
in fuch like Particulars? and how well their
incorporate Bodies or Societies, do look into thefé
Matters? And whether thofe of the Pro-

Seffion, who encourage, or recommend fuch, are
not in reality the greateft Quacks in fo doing.

LXXXV. Q, WHETHER any one of the
Profeflion, though Educated in the ufual re-
gular way, may not neverthelefs be as great
a Quack (as we term it) Gharletan, ignorant
and deceitful Pretender, as any other 7ot fo
bred, if fuch do not a& up to Knowledge and
Haﬂaur. \

LXXXVI 2. WaAT great Improvements
have been produced in Phyfick for Publick
Benefit,from the Foundation of Dr. Ratcliff 2

LXXXVIIL. Tue Nature and Caufe of
Epilepfies, their being but little known out of
Europe, and Why? their Cure, rc.

LXXXVIIL. Some greatly advantageous
Propofals, which may be advanced for the
Benefit of the Bodies of Pharmacy and Phyfick
in a laudable way, {fome of which tend to
the Amnibilation of ignorant Pretenders.

LXXXIX. Or the great burt done to the
Profefiion, or to the real Knowledge of Phyfick,
in the hawng fix’d certain and particular
Naimes to Maladies, as well as the Difadvan-

G tage
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Relief to be given in fuch Cafés: and of the

entire Cure thereof in the generality.

IT may not perhaps-be altogether impro-
per, I here take the Liberty of faying a word
or two, of the Medicine of Mrs. Stephens,
which fo greatly drew the a#zention of the
' Publick, and that too fo wvery lately. 1
nevertheles plainly foretold in a Pamphlet
then writ on that Subje&, of how /iztle Uje
it would be when known, any more than
other Medicines excellent in their Kind a/-
ready diféovered. Which Affertion, has fince
(I believe) been found to be dut foo true, by
moff Men. 1 there likewife obferved, that
thofe who fo ffremuonfly recommended it, did
not, any more than fbe, know the true Caufe
of its beft Effects, that is to fay, when it
happened to perform its Juckieft Curess nei-
ther would they any more be able 70 dj/co-
ver 1t when Publif’d.  Although I then
well knew, the true Canfe of its bsft Effelts,
as I nowdo, that is, 7z what, the prin-
cipal part of the Cure confiffs. And how it
ought moff properly to be direfied for that pur-
pole. Yet as my Integrity, Knowledge, or
Difeoverzes, on that Head, have hitherto not
fo carefully been attended to by #he Publick,
as that of one who entirely intended 75 el-
Sare and Intereft, might (perhaps) reafonably
bave exipedted; I cannot help being of Opinion,
that it ought to be pardonablein any fuch Per-
fon who fhould not incline to make any more

\ ;fain
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plain Difcoveries on that Subje&, unlefs parti-

cularly required thereto, and duly rewardgd
alfo, by the Publick.. And thus it 1s, that
they have a bidden fort of a Difecvery of the
Secret or Medicine: though they in reality
awant the true Key thereof; and which nei-
ther this good /#oman, nor her Tutors, were
ever in Pofleflion of, or ever likely to find
out. - But now that I {peak of #be Difco-
very of this notable Medicine, fo much
fought and paid for, 1alfo further obferv-
ed in this fame Treatife (or 2d Part)
that- it had mor faithfully been difcovered,
either by ber,or ber Adberents,butby me; that
they had indeed among f¢ fbem, made a meer
bodge-fodge jz;gqf'f thereof, though in reality
only Seap and Egg-Shells as there related :

ﬁnd as Dr. Hs;-'ffr one of the Truflees, has

fince frankly and fanly own'd, in a Pamphlet

publifh’d b}r him on the faid Sub’e& What
{hall we then fay of fuch avery fur genuine,
fincere, and honep Difrovery, as that firft pub-
litlvd in the Gazette by her, or them, for
oool and which was fo rﬂadily and :wfdzj!
Sfwallswwed, and gratefully acknowledged by the
Publick, in paying down the faid Money.
The curious reader may, however, more par-
ticolarly be fatisty 'd on this Sub_]c& in the

following Pamp hiet, entitled, 4 Jull Exami-

nation rrsd my‘*.::rrzm' Afﬂﬂmz* of all rf!armg

MNys. Stcpnr. ns's Cures, and Medicines ;

puﬂu:d tor . Cooper, in Pﬂe’er—h’q;?fr-R-sw.
A S
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THE

EpiToRr to the PuBLIcCK.

H O U L D the Reader, on perufing the fol-
lowing Oration, be inquifitive fo as to call

in queftion the Originality thereof, I willin a few
| Words acquaint him, that the Manufcript has
by chance fallen into my Hands. I own, as
to myfelf, I am very little follicitous concern-
ing the Veracity, or Exaltnefs of the Tranfla-
tion from the Original Tongue, few being greatly
Matfters thereof, or whether the Tranfcriber may
have varied from it s or if he imagined he fhould
improve it, by adding fomewhat of his own, is
as indifferent to me. So as it is, without fur-
| ther Apology, the Publick is welcome to. If
fome Parts therein fhould any way feem to /adly
with any Parts of our Prattice here, let the Rea-
der confider, that Countries and Men do not {o
greatly differ, as fome may imagine, which is
confirm’d by the Italian Proverd, Tuto il mundo
€ paefe e i bomini fono cofi, cofi. 'The Author,
being a Perfon of Reading, and a good Cor-
refpondence with the learned World, could not-
well be unacquamted with the Thoughts or Wri-
tings of Dr. Pjtcairn herein mention’d ; more
efpaciaiiy he having once been Profeffor at Ley-
den, where our Author might alfo have been,
Neicher can it well be imagined, but that he may
be acquainted with the noted Umwrﬁnr:r which
he likewife {pzaks of, wiz. thofe in p:l!'[lCllllt' of
Ok— and Lf--—, whether the Orthography
Az of
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of thefe be juft or nor, according to his Lan-
guage, 1s what muft be left to the Critics to de-
termme. Asto Mrs. Stepbens, he likewife men-
tions, it is reported, that the S.t{ﬁ‘.'fm’.f are the
noted Wife W itches inall that Country (tis likely
they are the fame Family)and that they there ufe
the fame Medicine with Succefs, owing perhaps
to their Superiority of Knowledge. As to Tar-
- Water, here allo ipoken of, that you know is
the proper Produ¢t of 7bat Country; fo univer-
fally known, and ufed by all the penetrating
wife Wizards, either of Church or State, in all
that vaff Traff of Land. As'to the particular
Situation of Linden, where this Oration was firft
pronounced, I do not find it fo much as to be
laid down in any of our common Geographical
Maps, fo very deficient and unacquainted are our
Geographers with that Country, whither it be fi-
tuated in Swedifh or the Danifo Lapmark, or on
the Confines betwixtboth, or as yet on the moft
Northern Coaft of the Danifh, wafh’d by that
vaft Septentrional Ocean, which furrounds lee-
land, and wathes Greenland, s what I am as
yet to learn. It feems unneceffary here to fay
any further than that fome have been read
to regard this Performance, as fomewhat fatyn-
cal on moft, not only of the Profeflion of Phy-
fick, butun Mankind in general. The Reader
will judge of it as he thinks proper. Yet if fo
thought to be, I will only beg leave to fay, that
it appears not altogether thus to me, nor any way
near {o umverfal as many others; fuch as Ly-
cian, Fuvenal, the Emperor Fulian, Erafmus on
Folly, Rablais, Don Quixote and Quevedo, But-
ler’s Hud:ém,r Rochfocanit, and La Bruyere’s
Characters.

A
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ledge 5 than which, what can be more
defirable 2 -

Do you likewife prudently confider, that
in not {oon attaining an over-ezfy and a
kafly Recovery, you from thenceforward
become more cautious, in ayoiding the
Exceffes of an extravagant, /[uxurious,
libertine, or indulgent Life, which may
have been the Caxfe of fuch your tirefome

Malady.

Youare thusindeed prompted 0 fudy, and
to take more efpecial Care of your Health
for the future. 1f greatly expenfive (be-
fide the general Benefit to others) you thus
become a better Oeconomift, (‘tis likely)
wore thonghtful alfo, confequently more
wife.

An cafy, and fpeedy Cure, goces off
(o light, fo ready, and is fo gmr&{y
over, that it is fcarce minded : You have
no manner of Cautron thus, of falling
again -into the like @:ﬁrdfr it feems
in reality nothing, has been 7o Sﬂfer-
mg, fcarce any Inconveniency, little or ne
Charge, and as fittle Credit to the Phyfi-
cian. Whereas the forefaid Method, being
long and tedious, proves not only praﬁm-
vle, but greatly c‘n’d;mé;’g to the Pradi-
tioner, as well as the pamcular Bénf-'

fit
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Jit of all attending, or concern'd in thé
Cure, &c. |

And yet fiirther ; you muft furely know,
that we were not meerly born for our own
Sfelves Indulgence omly, but even for the
Ufe, Benefit, and Advantage of others.
Doyou as yet maturely call to mind, that
many of the édravefl, and moftt heroic of
Mortals, have courageoudly fuacrificed them-
Sfelves ((o to dic) for the Publick Good ?
Can any of you then think much, and
begrudge the Suffering fomewhat for fuch
anoble End ? Humanely, confider there-
in the great Good you do, fince from
the “Disburféments you are at, the Coz+
nage thus circulates, as originally in-
tended ; {o it is your Phyfician, Surgeon,
Apothecary, Nurfe, Chymift, Druggift,
confequently Merchants {ubfift; and in finc,
thus it paffes through the whole Globe.

"Tis true indecd, that you in particular,
of the Unziverfities of Ok and Kg—,
do naturally, and in themoft friendly Man-
ner agree, much rather to choofe, and em-
ploy, your old Fellow Students and Ajfo-
ciates, your familiar Chumns, and Bottlc-
Companions, of cither Place, zhan any
elfe, without over-ferupulouily examining
into the Matter, of more or lefs Know-
tedge, (a Cuftom weil known in our King-

B2 dom)
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dom) thus readily confidering it, a Trade
to be learwd, as that of making 2 Pair
of Shoecs.~-Nor ~ matters it much, fay
you, zho yours may be fomewhat clumfily
made, or otherwife if not altogether {o
firong, they will do, he’s your Friend,
cry you, snor is it loft that a Friend gets.
Perhaps too 'tis your Intereff. Should you
as yet want a Pair of Dancing Shoes, you
can have them of a #icer, or a more fafhion-
able Shoe-maker,  as Occafion requires.
Yet ‘tis true, you may readily obferve, in
behalf of your Fellow Collegiate, that
he's guite ala Mode, and far better at this
laft Sort, thanat the more durable, firong,

and well-lafting. |

It may as yet be found abfolutely necef=
fary, that fome of thofe in the greateft
Pogue, and Praitice, thould fometimes be
fent for, and that from a great Varzety of
weighty Reafons, #o wit, as being the firf
Mowvers 5 {econdly, their orthodox ‘Prac-
tice and Opinions, {carce to be difputed,
whofocver dares to attempt it, will be
confider'd as a Heretic; in a word, their
Opinions arc regarded to be as unal-
terable, as the Laws of the Medes and
Perfrans 5 their Knowledge and Fudgment
being allow'd preferable to any, all over
the Land; confequently , that which
every one f[ays, muft be true. Thus if

hap-
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happily blefs'd, with any of thefe #o af-
tend yow, no onec can find fault ; and.
fhould the Patient even refzre from this
troublefome World, though under their
wvigilant Care, it will be allow'd by all,
you. have done your “Duty, no more could
be dome s ‘tis quite fafhionable likewife,
and fo all remain contented: if more
expenfive, 'tis much more bonourable. But
fhould it as yet {o happen, that the Patient
Jtill lives, and that the Recovery from
the Malady proves tedious, or mo Cure
perform’d, ’tis neverthelefs greatly com-
mendable, to have o good an Authority.
The Pharmacian alfo choofcs, or recom-
mends. [uch, preferable to any elfe (tho'
cver fo knowing) becaufe in /o doing, who
can blame him?2 The common Pradi-
tioner, likewife appears to reap his Ad-
vantage, by having fuch very noted Per-
Jon call'd in ;s fince tho’ even right before,
and that now the Method ébe zlter'd to
quite the contrary, yet this Praltitioner’s
“Doings thall moft readily, complaifantly,.
and openly be approved. of, as good Po-
licy diétates, if the faid ficft: continues ;.
altho’ as to what may be hinted 7» private
(behind Backs) or the Patient dyzmg, that’s
not to the purpofe; further than, even
when dead, the firft has this zpproved Au-
thority, a firm Reed to rely on. But if
the Malady proves fedious, and backward

in
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in the Cure, from this contrary Praiticé,
as has been faid; ftill there is the pro-
per Sanition given, the former Prattitio-
ner reaps more Profiz, as well as Credit
and Reputation s whilft it is no Difadvan-
tage to the Pharmacopoliff, and Nature,
ar laft, getting the better (in fpite of all}
the Patient is now alfo rejoiced, and fo 4/l
remain pleafed, and fully fatisfied.

But it may not be improper, I ob-
ferve from what Caufe this Frequency
of fpeaking fo very ill of bad Praltice
may principally arzfe.  Firft then, we will
{uppofe bad Practice to proceed from meer
Ignorance, otherwife no due Know-
ledge of the Nature of a Malady ; of whom
then can we, with reafon, judge more
favourably, than of a» Imnocent, with-
out any #// Defign? Nay, the Law,
would at worft, f{carce allow it to be
fo much as Chance Medley. Now, if as
yet we are willing to allow the great Un-
certainty there is, in many Parts of Phy-
fick, why fhould we not admit that fuch a
Pra&titioner may, &y good luck, hit of the
Cure, which another, tho’ generally more
knowing, might have miffed ; and thus, in
fome meafure, they are in many Cafes
to be put upon an Equality.

Let
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Let us {till further obferve the great
Uncertainty there is, in the Nature and
Caufé of many Ailments, that fome, if not
motft of our Jearned Scioli in higheft Vogue,
fcarce approve of properly ftating an in-
tricate Café, fo to give their Opinion
when thoroughly examined into, having
well confiderd it, and fully to have rea-
foned thercon. Idoubt, without this, in
their hurrying way, it will not prove
~much better than a Species of groping or
guefs Work (as too often complain’d of ;)
‘confequently the znnocent ‘Praltitioner
may have as good a Chance 70 play at
Blind Man's-Buff as they. If he happens
to go wrong, fo may they; the Patient
ftill has Comforts, as above, if our inno-
cent Practitioner happens to bit right, the
Patient then has the Cure he wilb'd for.

"Tis true, there are a fecond Sort,
whofe Practice may perhaps be {ufpected to
be of the mixed Em ; that is to fay,
partly Innocence, if not to be call'd Igno-
rance, tho accompanied with a good deal
of Shew of pompons Knowledge, whether
always intending the beff, or tometimes a
little "’Daﬂn alfo, is what we pretend
not to determine, dut hope the beff. It
happens however, they commonly ap-
pear not over-anxious to be fpeedy in the
R Cure
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Curr:, not cxtreamly backward in ﬂrdermcr |
of an All-fufficiency of Phyfick ; not fl
‘gifthly to artend and obferve what kind
ture of herfelf inclines to do, but rat“itr
chooft to be before-hand, and point out to
her what fhe fhould do.” Yet 1 would wil-
lingly, favourably imagine the Whole, ra-
ther to be fome Defed of a proper Fund
of truc Knowledge, than from any zvar:-
cious Inclinations however that be, it
will be thefe, no doubt, who will acquire
the #o/? Riches And it will be thofe
likewife, who will certainly beft fatisfy the
ailing Part of Mankind, as well as thcfr
Friendss for, even tho” wrong, fuch will
be apt to Judgc it right; nothing, fay they,
more can be done, we are at the Ne pfm
#ltra.

I might, “tis truc, hercadd a third Kind,
to wit, thole of great Knowledge and In-
tegrity : Thefe, no doubr, from many good
Reafons, will find the leaft lucrative Ac-
count in their Procedure, where the Mala-
dy is foon cureds for the Patient will be
apt to judge, the Premium he gives, tho
{mall, s oo much, that it was but 2 flight
Afﬁzar fearce worth the minding. Nclther
will zhe Vender of the Medicines find his
Account in fuch way of doing, and con-
fequently will-not highly commend the
Practice 5 7» fine, no one will be thoroughly
pleafed herewith, I
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I will now fuppofe a Phyfician to dire&t a
Poticnr to ufe :ge cold, ot warm Bath,
Cupping, Bleeding, or Ridinp, ‘j’)ﬁ't
only, or to advife him patiently “to attend
vhe Effeits of Nasure for fome time, ra-
ther thav running into sncertain Means,
by a Varicty of Medicines; Who woutd, i
{ay, be much fatisfied with any fuch baid
Advice? Who will alfo think it well
worth the paying for, as indeed; it may
truly deferve? Nay farther, ‘tis odds if
‘much heed be given thercto, or that they
have any Dependance thereon, and as likely
that they immediatcly fend for another,
who{traight directs Medicinesin plentysand
in going on fo for Weeks, or (ome time,
tho  the Patient be not much beccer, yet
perhaps fomewhat {eemingly fo, they will
then be mofl ready, to zalk grmr,f'" of fuch
extraordinary Recovery; even tho' in re-
ality, from Change of Weather, or fome
other unthought i{)r Caufes, which may yer
havebeen 2ke prf?fm}imbﬁfgm”, In this maa-

cr, 7¢ 15, that Maokind in general chogfe
to be treated, whatc’er they may in com-
mon Converfation pretend to the contrary.
They being cerrainly moft apt #o judge and
think well of fuch Mecthod; thus gravely
imagining, they are def? token care of, when
Variety, and a good Store Qf Phylick
is znduftrionfly order'd in. They are ready
alio thus to confider the Difficulty far
G greatcr,
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greater, than when done in a plain, eafy
manner, by more fimple Means. The
forefaid Way them, with aduc Form and
Elegance in the Methodus Prefcribends,
is truly the Pomp, nay, it proves indeed

to be the very Effence of the prefent
Praiiice.

Thus in general you are charm’d, and
highly delighted, with great and extrava-
gant Promifes, nay modeftly you hope at
lealt fome Part may prove true (it is but
trying ;) fo even at laft, when #7y'd, and
if ftill in the [ﬂzme Condition, you are ne-
verthele(s inclinable to flatzer yourfelves,
that you arc fomewhat mended : and this
is very particularly obfervable in Diforders
of the Eyes, where they generally zry, and
¢ry, perhaps, at the fame time, fancying
themfelves o mend, until the little Glim-
mering which remain’d is guite extinguifh-
ed. But of thisa Word or two moere here-
after.

Mankind choofe, and are greatly fond
of flattering themfclves, more efpecially
the weaker Part of the human Species,
very {ew being able to bear or fuffer plain
Truths. They like to be decerved in moft
things, particularly in that which any way
fooths their perfonal Interefls, or is any
way tending to comfort them s to talk of

- Betternefs
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Betternefs in Affliction, is feldom dif:
agreeavle. It is that foorhing Hope, which
keeps us all alive.

The hyfleric and hypochondriac Difor-
ders, or all thofe labouring under fuch
Complaints, plainly demonftrates to you
the Truth here advanced, you cannot but
clearly obférve, how very fathionable, a-
greeable, and moft acceptable the Dram
Kind of Medicines are; fo wit, thofe,
which are commonly term’d fo give Spirits,
that is, fuch as relieve a little for the pre-
Sfent. Whereas, fhould any Attempt be
made, by gently endeavouring to take ‘em
off from fuch Praétices gradually, as well
as by the Regulation of proper ‘Dyet, &c.
they would forthwith conciude fuch a Phy-
fician only fit for the Devi/.

This notable AM:/ch Cow, when duly at-
tended to, and carefully managed, is an
excellent Article 5 without which, Praétice
would greatly fuffer, thould any reform-
ing, anftere, idle Schemift, from his great
Pretence to Knowledge, Honefty, and In-
tegrity (tho’ perhaps full as much owing
to his Indolence and Lazinefs, ar to a De-
ficiency of rcady Invention) fhould he at-
tempt Alteration he would be miftaken.
We will now (uppofe, that this #ncems/la;-
fant Prailitioner orders little or no ‘Phy-

.3 Sfick,
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fick, but talks of Exercife in general, asof
Riding, of Dyet, to have Patience, and
wait Change of Weather, ot Sfﬂﬁlﬂ in-
ftead of inftantly prefc r:éfmg [piritous Cor-
dials and hylleric Medicines, to give fome
tmmediate Relief ; the Complainant will
judge very weanly of any fuch Phyfician,
and will, no doubt, diretly {end to fome
other Praditioner, who will take care to
pleale him 7z bis own way. A diflatisfy’d
Paticnr inclines o be footh'd, and to have
Afliftance plestifully offer'd him , and that
in the mediciual way, what clfe may be
advanced, wili only be regarded as Igno-
rance. It matters not, tho' the Medicine
order’d relieves but for a few Moments,
the ofiuer the betrer. But belides what is
here faid, ’tis even certain likewile, that
fome thus affliéted, are in reality often
worfe, than they in truch are imagin'd to
be 5 of which zke true Caufe is not to be
Jfound 5 but do frequently prove the R cality
of {fuch Complaints, by foon after making
1euﬁﬁ.¢zZE.a:;r. Thus fuch, il lefs than
the former, arc ot 2o be [&rfsfm" but by
a great Fariety of Druggs orderd in,

whether mose or lefs #f fud. Ler tham fee
to that,

Now, when the Patient is but little, or
no way mcnded, by all that fuch Praéi-
gionery may have directed, that he begins

io
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to tire, and the Doétor has but fmall, if
any further Hopes of recovering or render-
ing him any better; then, lcﬁ the Patient
fo tired out, thould be inclin'd to trying
for other Help elfewbhere, the Dottor
ftraight advifes himto go into the Country
(if not abroad) as to Bath, or to fome
other of the medicinal Wells (where he rea-
dily has a Correfpondent) advifing at the
fame time, that the rural Doctor do cor-
refpond and write to him, if necefiary,
which the Phyfician at the [zid Wells may
occafionally do; fo the Patient is fiill thus
Jecured from others. But above all,
feems not here improper, I fhould takc
fome notice of that very much cry'd-up
Method, now fo greatly in ufe, of fcndmg
Patients out of Town to the Sea there to
bathe and drink Salt-water, when the
Pra&titioners in Town cannot do any thing
elfe effetual, by Medicine. This is in-
deed a Pradtice very miuch ufed, and greatly
advifed of late by fome of our Phyficians
and Surgeons, in greatelt Vogue : Whe-
ther much to rbfzr Credit or not, 1 muft
leave to the more-knowing Part of the Pro-
feflion to determine. What matters it rea-
SJoning (fay they) their Patients have zhus
recovered. Well, and what then ¢ which,
however, I feldom atrribute to the Caufe of
drinking, the Sa/f-water (befides that many
have fo died) but at beft has not Nature
often
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often got ‘the better 22 /zf, or even with
the ufc only of the fimpleft Means 2 Yet
laying afide the Confideration of a Fowrney,
and that of Air, as well as Change of ‘Dyet,
with bathing in Water only, what can fuch
imagine that there is in Salr-water, which
Iitre,or Salt and Water, will not full as
well anfwer, cither to drink or bathe in 2
Bue fill, if as yet they rely fo very much
on their Sea-water, 1 would then acquaint
them, that Dyer, Air, Water, Exerci
and Bathing, will cure moft, if not all Ma-
ladies, incident to the human Body; and
then indeed there will be no great Occafion
for them, fince there will be an End of
all their medicinal ‘Praitice, as well as the
medicinal or cwrative Part of Surgery.
However, let all thefe fine Praifices be as
they will, youcannot, my very good Friends,
Countrymen, and Patrons, but plainly
perceive, thatthey arc extremely in vogue.
You mutft alfo evidently o6férve, that Man-
kind arc wonderous fond of all fuch doings
{at lcaft for a-while) are highly caprivated
with all wew Conceits : What fhall I then
fay, but to lcave all fisch Patients and their
Tutors, fully wrapt up, in their own Hap-
pinefs and Knowledge : They arc pleafed
you fee s (& ought Is let them then go om,
and profper.

And
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And now, I know not, whether vou
mayn't as yet exped that 1 add a word or
rwo on Mania and Melancholy, or of Mad-
nefs in general, albeit 2be Field feems full
large s fince all appears to be bur lefs or
more [0, differing only 7n “Degrees ; more
efpecially if Cicero is to be minded, when
he fays, Stultorum plena funt omnia. The
French have a Proverb Chacun a fon vere-
coquin en Téte. St. Paul (ays, Corinth. i.
3. The Wifdom of this World is Foolifb-
nefs with God. And again, in another
Patt, he fays, Too much Learning makes
thee mad. Mr. Dryden hints fomewhat
to the like purpofe, in fpeaking of the
greateft Men, when be fays,

Great Wits to Madmen furely are ally’d,
And thin Partitions dotheir Bounds divide.

Erafinus,in his Morie Encomium,confiders
all Men as foolifh, i.c. mad. If {o then, or
that there is any thing in thefe Opinions,
Phyficians likewife muft confequently be
more or lefs mad alf{o, as well as the reft of
the human Species. However that be, thofe
more particularly diftinguithed for mad
“Doctors, are fuch asare the moft approved
for the Cure of this Malady. Now as to
the general Cure ufed by [uch, ic is well
enough known, to wit, that of frong Vo-
miting and Purcing, plentiful Bleeding,
as well as Bliftering, with great Store of
; reiterated
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reiterated Drubbings. How much any
further Knowledge may be abfolutcly ze,
ceffary; is what I will not here pretend. to
determine. But if this beall (as has before
now becen hinted even by fome fuch Pa-
tients) the Bufine(s furcly is #o way dif-
freult. And yet there is, 'tis faid, in §t——
Jhire, one who ar:gzna!{,v was a Shoe-ma-
ker, once a Paticat iz this way, who be-
ing cured by a skilful Femax’f "with the
ufe of Hellebore, he foon thereafter prac-
tifed on others, as a ‘Dottor, with this
fame Root, mix'd with Tartar Emetic :
by which means he acquir'd a confiderable
Fortune ; which Method, no doubt, is
{ill eafier than the former.. Now if {uch
Pratitioner fhould come to this Town,
you would {urely imagineyourfelves very for-
tunate. In {hnrr fhould ahy one pl’DpDiE
Jtill milder Meﬁrz.r fuch as that of Sweat-
ing, Bathing, a wcll-chole Dyet, Airing,
and Ewercife, as well as proper Company
or Converfation ; it would furely be look’d-
upon as exzremely idle, toadvance any fich-
like Doctrines face the foregoingPrac-
ticeis {o very much approved, and that you
all conclude, Mad ‘Doétors are far the beff
Judges ; 1ndeed if never cured, fomemay
reap great Benefit by their remaining un-
cured. Thus it is you are thoroughly fz-
tisfred, and in this manner it is you wil-
lingly go on according 2o Ufé and Cuftom,
and
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mation or Tumour, occafioning Pain might
arife, and is confequently thus relieved.
As to what particular Diforders, ‘Dangers
or [lingering Ailments, may follow fuch
Practice, is not here {o much neceflary 2o
be examined. The Patient now finding
himfelf with /Jefs ‘Pain, will readily con-
clude, that hzs Phyfician has thus wonder-
Jully relieved him, beyond what others could
or would have done, whe were not [o dar-
zng. In a word, be, and his Friends will
be well fatisfied. And if as yet long weak,
and ailing, with a tedious Recovery, when
at laft better, and judged to be tolerable
well, it will then be conlidered as a moft
wonderful Cure. But if with a ffrong na-
tural Fabrick, fuch Operations do foon
relieve and recover him, it is then agreed to
be moft extraordinary. Yet thould the Pa-
tient, on the other hand, be weakly, even
fo as laftly to expire, by fuch a com-
mon applauded Method, he would then be
allow'dto have been incurable.

More particalarly to confirm thefe
Hints, fhould fome of you imagine they
{fuit any one particular Perfon thought
to be a bold Pralitioner, 'tis pre-
{fumed, it will fuic the boldeft or maoft
rafb, the beft, whofoever that be, or in-
deed, all, who praftice in this manner.
Notwithftanding what may here be faid,

Jcit
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left it be applied to any ?un: (who may be
imagin'd to deferve it) though not di-
rectly (o intended : I muft, then add, that
fome fuch, generally look’d on in this
Light, do readily reply, Thatin a particu-
lar Cafe, when properly flated, it is not to
be confidered as bold ‘Praéfice, becaufe,
tis faid, zhe Café requires 7t. To this I
-anfwer, that #f requifite then, it is not
‘here meant as a boid and improper Prac-
tice. Iwell know, that, according to fp-
pocrates®; extraordinary Maladies regusre
extraordmary Curess but then it fcems
well to have it duly approved by others. 1
know likewife, that Hzppocrates has fome-
times bled ad Anim.‘Delig. but that feens
only to have been for once and away iz a1z
extraordinary Café, not by frequent reite-
rate Bleedings : befides that Fainting Fits
do nor always proceced from Largenefs of
the Bleeding. .

What is here obferved then, not being
intended for any particular Perfon, 7Z 75 4
Coat cut out, for whom it maft properly.
fits. If our Criticifm &e juff, let them
mend s if otherwile, 7z mmufl fall to the
Ground. Now as this, I fay, is not meerly
meant to any oneparticular, I thall then far-
o * 'Ee d ra ’z’%m:as. VKONAETR 0 E’%arm B'Eemrs]"m
f axpiBeim nodmisas. Hippocrat, Aphorifm. 6.

' D2 ther
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ther obferve, that one, a Branch of the Pro-
feflion,being ill of a plenritic or rheumatic
Fever, a P-=—rt (tho’ now no morc) with
threc or four other extravrdipary Pra&i-
tioners, agreed in fome § or 6 Weeks, to
reiterated Bleedings of the Patient, to the
Amount of 120 Ouncess; which, I own,
I fhould be apt to conclude #0 be bold Prac-
tice. This Patient, however, ’tis true, ze-
covered, that is for a few Weeks, at which
time I obferved to him, that I had not
often feen great Succefs from any fiuch
Method, whether as to the Length of time
in Recovery, or if they ever did. How,
Sir, faid this Patient, are you againft bleed-
ing 2 No, faid 1, when moderately ufed.
In fine, he fel/ill again inabout 3 Weeks
time thereafter, and then died. Never-
thelefs I fay, (though of the Profeflion) he
thought himfelf we// taken care of, and for
all that was hinted to him, remain'd fatif-

Jied.

Nay I have known a feverith Difpofition,
accompanicd with a general Thrifh, thus
aifo treated with Bleedings and Purgings,
and .« when {o generally difappearing,
had the Aphth#z in Throat and Mouth,
and thex has again been bled and purged
for feveral times together, till at laft, the
Patient; naturally ftrong, efcap’d with Life,
and tho’ even of the Profeflion, is ready

to
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to applaud fuch Practice. What fhall one
fay then in few words, but that No Carrion
kills a Crow ; and that if this be good, and
fafe Practice (contraditing Nature) the
whole Praétice of Phyfick is thus to be com-
prehended into a very narrow Space.

However, if the Praétice in gencral of
exceffive Bleeding and Purging here hinted,
be judged as more applicable to any one
Particular, and confequently confidered in
that Light, and that fuch Practitioner has
led up, or more efpecially renewed and im-
prov'd this methodical ‘Dance, it is furely
much approv'd of, fince not only by Pa-
tients, but from all I can obferve, even by:
the moft noted of the Profeflion, and con-
fequently the Generality of the reff, who,
in like manner following the Example,
do all much confirm and highly approve the
fame. Thus readily running into zbe like
Dance, and all following this firff Lead-
er in fuch Pra&ice, whilft perhaps they
- may be fneering, or making diladvantageous
Infinuations of fuch, when at the fame time
they are applauding themfelves and their
own Prattice, according to Ufe and Cuf-
tom,tho’ very little differing from the former.

And now, whilt I am on the Sub-
je& of rheumatic, plewritic, or gouty Dif-
orders, it will not be improper I fay a word

or
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or two more on that Subjed, efpecially on
Rhbeumatifm, or Gout, of which there are
varions Opinions and Diftnctions, Men
commonly making great Difference be-
twixt them (as well as in Appellation) with-
out knowing why, or wherefore : Since all
the fame Humour, appegring in different
Tarts only, and fo it is zhat different
Names are accordingly ufed. There are as
yet another Sort of Curers, of fuch like
Ailments, to wit, by means of a Sort of
Noftrum. = Such then, even the very
beft of that kind, we fhall eafily allow
more [udder/y to carry off fuch Humour and
Malady, thanotherwife it would &y Nature
have done.  Yet I imagine it'muft at the
fame time be allow’d" (fince moft obvious
to all who pretend to obferve in this'way)
that tho' thus relieved from ‘Pain,yev they
do frequently and very remarkably find ‘the
bad Confequences thereof, more elpecially
thofe advanced in Xears. To confirm
which, T will fuppofe the: Humour (by Na-
ture) to be thrown on’ fome particalar
Organ or weak Part of the Patient, fuch
as the Lungs, the urinary Pafjages, orthe
Extremities, as the Hands or Feet (now
grown weak) 7/e Humonr, or fome Part
thereof, being _/fraﬂg{y [bifted by powerful
“wvaciaters, if not thus fuddenly thrown
to the Stomach, Head, or fome other
noble Part, has beenfound in Affhma (ef
pecially
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pecially where Nature is weak) that the faid
Humour or fome Part thereof has by fuch
means been changed, or been complicated
with a ‘Drop(y, when the Patient was be-
come greatly weakened. So on curing
Stone and Gravel, as by the Ufe of Mrs.
Stephens’s Medicine, they have foon there-
after died of Afthma, which feems thus to
be accounted for ; that by fuch an exceffive
Ule of the like lubricating, diluting and
dmretzc Medicines, the common urinary
Paflages have been zhus (o dilated and wi-
dened, as that this fame glary, fizy Humour
daily renewed in Old Age by Aliment, as
well as lefs Exercife, it readily then flops
or falls on fome other weak and narrow

arts and ‘Paffages, by which the Patient
is brought to his fina/ Exit. Now whether
he might ftill have /zved longer with that
Malady, where Nature firft chofe 20 place
fuch Humour, and by the Ule of gentle
Means ( only for Relief) there lics the

acftion? Neverthelefs, it is but too plain,
that Mankind feck for the prefent Cure, and
arc 11/l highly debighted with all dariug
Means, and particularly with all that fa-
vours of Noflrum, or fuch like Mecthods of
Prattice.

The famous Feminine Praitice for the
Stone and Gravel, that {o very noted Me-
dicine of Mrs, Stephens, {o memorably

' foughe
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fought after, and (6 very highly approved
by the Learned Scioli qj"r rbangge, iﬁcﬂ by
the Prefident (at that time) of the Roya/
College of ‘Phyficians of London, together
with its Cenfors, the Approbation and At-
teftation of fuch no doubt, would occafion
a great number of Followers of the Profef-
fion, as well as others. How very much it
was then wvalued is fufficiently known,
without our now dwelling thereon. Some
in ‘Prafiice having on this Occafion not
thought it beneath them, to borrow, filch,
or pretend to improve on this Nozable Fe-
male, tho' to little purpofé. Another, yet
more noted in Praltice, has again borrow’d
this fame pretended Tmprovement from the
former, and in ‘Print (for the Benefit of
Mankind ) has made Publication to the
World of the Great Feats this Medicine
kad done zo himfelf’; tho' fo ftrange and
aukwardly told, nay fo very fallacicufly,
and confequently o #// obferved, even ad-
mitting him 20 have had a Stone, or Stones,
as afferted, that I dare to anfwer, none
knowing in the Profeflion will reap any
Knowledge thereby. This imaginary Im-
- provement, on Imprawmnt, ofthe forefaid
Female Medicine, is {o far from being bez-
Zer, that it is indeed the rougher, nay fure-
ly the moft violent, and probably the wor/t
Part thereof. Neither can it reafonably be
fuppofed to do more, zhan amy Driver
| equally
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- equally ffrong will do. Yet with fuch a No-
welty, turned to a Noffrum,and introduced
by a Practitioner or two of Figure and Let-
tzers, what may not be done?! more efpc-
cially if mo /[ Accident in the interim
thould happen on firft fetting out, being
given to {ome remarkable ‘Perfonage ; how
greatly Mankind, Ifay, will be pleafed here-
with, wonderfully hugging themfelves with
this fo-well-concerted admirable Conceit.

But whilft as yet I am on the Subje& of
wonder-working Medicines, as above-men-
tioned, for fuch particular Malady, {o ex-
traordinary an 2/l-curing one,as Tar-water,
ought nor furely to be omitted, being fo
much ufed and in {o very high Repute, not
only in Lapland, in Ship-yards, as well
as on board Ships, and particularly in all
thele our Highland Northern Climates.
"Tis true, that Tar is but a coarfer Sort of
Turpentine, {o commonly and very much
ufed in medicinal ‘Praifice. 1 own how-
ever, that on firft hearing of Tar water, 1
expected much more from it, than 1 have
been able to obferve it to do, and have
found it much more to difagree with many
Conttitutions, than could well be imagin’d.
Yet, duly confider’d, lefs could fcarce be
expected, when the infinite Variation in
Conttitutions from that -great Diverfity of

their Machines is duly attended to. In 3
B word,
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word, this, if ufed, aswell as all other Me-
dicines, ought to be under the immediate
DireGion of a knowing Phyfician when to
e bad. And as to the great and good Ef-
felts it may fometimes happen to have, I
will venture to affirm, that few, perhaps
none, befides myfelf, no more then that of
the foregoing Medicine, (if allowable for
me {o to fay) do know from what true
Caufe fuch Benefit, or Cures in general,
do in reality proceed 5 no not even the fo
very knowing Pontzff himfelf, no more
than the mott forefighted Ladies in all
Lapland. Ncither do they nor can I any
way obferve the Propricty and the great
Ufe hereof inthe Variole, or Small-pox ;
cven though many have recovered who
may have ufed it, as infinite Numbers have
alfo done, who have not taken any thing,
nay who may have cven taken improper
Things. Yet Novelty ever bears zhe bell,
fo for a-while, fill that is the grand Adf-
Sfair. \

But to wave this Subjedt, permit me to
add .a Hint on Fariole, or Swmall-‘Pox.
The Arabians were the firft, to whom
this Malady appears to have been obférved,
and 1s well defcribed by them. For my
own part, | imagine, that the kindly Sort
may juftly be confidered as a phlegmonic
Tumour (more or lefs inward) with the

like
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like ufual ime, inarriving to its Maturity.
Whereas the confluent or fluxed kind has
more of the watery, the wdematons, the,
mixed, or of the Nature of both, and thmc-
fore flower, accordingly, and more uncer-
tain in coming to Maturity; the encou-
raging both one and the other, and thc
bringing them properly forward, feems to
be the whole. So that preventing - the
Humour (by due means) from ftriking
mwards, be it by whatfoever Method
taken (according to Judﬂmcnt of the
Practitioner) variable in proportion to the
Patient, Time, ‘Place, or other Circum-
ftances ; this, I judge, is all that is necef-
fary to be advanced on the Subje&t. The
various Schemes laid down of Bleeding,
Purging, now hot, then cold Mcans, being
in general extravagant and dangerous,
is eafy to be proved; and confequently as
before obferved, is only to be treated as the
immediate Occafion demands. So that
the long Diftonrfés, and Mecthods to be
followed, do rather appear to be Logoma-
chia meer Perbofity, than of any good,
or real Ufe, only a more tedious Sort of
Quack-Bills 5 neverthelefs this ftill pleafes
and amunfes. Men are \.vc:mderfully af-
fected with Zreat lrctcn{:*’, the Bﬁﬁ.«éﬂﬂ,
the delicately chofc, the forid, the [ofi,
and well-couch’d Scunds; tho™ otherwite
there is little or no real ufeful Meaning

E 2 10
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in the whole. But we muft not here ondit
oblerving, that notable gimerack Opera-
tion of Inoculation, by the pompous Me-
thod of Scarification, being fo the more
valued, tho’ in reality the very worft; fince
the fimpler the Means be, by which it
is communicated, it is cver the beft,
and when any way advifeable zs eafp {o to
be done. Yet it ought, no doubt, judicioufly
to be confidered, fince fome Subjelts with
ill Habits;, whether fcrophulous or other-
wife, are quite improper to have it at-
tempted.

And now flince it may be expeted, I
fthould offer a word or two on the Subjeét
of Fevers in general, 1 will then venture
to fay, that it 7s not perhaps once in three
times, nay poflibly not once in five, or
cven rem rimes, that thetrue Caufe of fuch
Malady 75 known or difcovered (more
particularly thofe of the acute Kind) whe-
ther it be fome znward Tumour on the
Bowels, not difcoverable and fending to
Suppuration, otherwife an Inflammatcion of
Parts, more or lefs general, orfuch like Ob-
ftruction, zhere lies the Queftion? So that
during thisgreat Stateof Uncertainty,before
we can any way know what ‘Dame Na-
ture inclines (the no way as yet pointing
out‘the means proper for Relief ) muft
we not then neceflarily be playing a7 Blind

' Man's
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Mar's Buff with Life, wheh we ate
crowding and loading {uch Patient with ran-
dom-fhot Medicines 2 Ought we not much
rather 7o wait and obferve Nature? to
attend, and particularly to motice her Dic:
tates, and accordingly [0 fo alf, when
kindly tending 2o relieve the Patient.
Now during this State of [0 much Uncer-
certainty, would it not be much more e-
ligible zo remain wunaétive, to wait her
Diétates, o that they do plainly appear ;
Thus Bleeding, Purging, or other Eva-
cuation, ought to be ufed with the #tmoft
Caution, fince (o frequently uncertain, as
to doing good or hurt. Ah! no, dear
Friends, my wemerable Ladies, worthy
Countrymen, and noble Patrons, f{oit muft
not be, this droning, idle Way, it cannot,
will not do. Were we of the Profeflion
even fatisfied, and could we [fubfift with
fuch plain ways of proceeding, you your-
felves in thort are mof, will not thus be
plecafed. You expe fomewhat to fhow
for your Money, plain ‘Dealing is not e-
nough, grear Siir and much bufy Buftle
muft be made, as well as much given : But
you fay no, whilft yet well, ftill cool in
your Senfes, and without your careful bufy
Friends, or interefted Attendants; but
when with them and ill, it will not then I
(ay, it cannot, muft not do, according o

common Cuftom it is you are fo live, and
ftill
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il as before, you muft go on; in fine, I
fant mourir en forme, fays Moliere.

It may perhaps as yet be pardonable, that
I fay a word or two alfo on the Subje&t of
Hofpiral Practitioners, (o very highly re-
vered and valued with Mankind : Yet it
is fufficiently well known, that three-fourths
of the Cures perform’d in thefe Publick
Places, are principally owing to the keep-
ing fuch Patients to an extreamly low and
abflemious Diet. A Method greatly diffe-
rent from that of our common private Prac-
tic ¢ amongft the Rich, as well as the lower
Part of Mankind, fince they arc not to be
confined to that frict Abftemionfnefs (in
their own Houfes) as the above-mention’d.
Neither do 1 obferve thefc fame Pratiti-
oners much, or fcarce at all to mind Diet
in private ‘Prattice, yet this muft be the
Way, and thefc the happy Eleé?, fo greatly

fought after.

There be two kinds of Phyficians, ome
fort, who ffudy, watch and ftrictly attend
“Dame Nature's Laws, fill carefully wait-
ing and obferving, what it is the principally
inclines, or intends, and do accordingly
firenuoufly endeavour zo 2/fiff her, in all her
proper Intentions, no way fo overload, con-
found, or todifturb her infuch ber landable
Intentions. The fecond Specics of Pradti-

tioners
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gioners are thofe on the other hand, who
fcarce allow themielves to think any thing
about Nature, or in the lealt 2o attend or to
confult her : but on the contrary fcem far
mote inclin’d 2o be before-hand with her, by
aprecipitate ‘Prattice,{ceming indeed there-
by to be forward enough abfolutely to dic
tate to her, and to fhow her the way.
Whereas the very Change of Weather, Ali-
ment, &c. frequently inclines her quite
contragy to our Intentions to work off
fuch Humour or Malady by Stesl, Urine,
or Sweat. Thus then it is, that they do
in reality but confound Nature, by various
Means, or the Multitude of their Medi-
¢cines, confufedly jumbling, without Rimeg
or Reafon, all the Humours of the Body,
now backwards, then forwards, {o tortur-
ing and confounding the unhappy Patient
to no good or rcal purpofe, as to the Cure
of his Malady.» Yet {o neverthelefs it is
that fuch means fully anf{wers the imme-
diate Views of the Pratitioncr, where he
much adheres to his private Intereff. And
notwithitanding all zhis contrary Meaus,
when by Z7me and Nature recovered, in
fpight of all improper Phyfick and Phy-
Sfictan, the Patient notwithftanding all zAo/e
Contrarieties, {till remains highly fatisfied,
that he is at lalt zhus happily recovered of
this very dangerous, tedious and linger:ng
Illnefs. « And foit is, that the Pra&iti:}gcr

fhall
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thall not only thus acquirc confiderable
Gain, by Frequency of Fees, but fhall as-
tain to high Reputation alfo (much fup-
ported by all interefted therein ) whilft
the firft Praitioner fhall [Carce gain ei-
ther in [uch like caft, tho' far more fic-
cefsful, but will rather be megletted, de-
fpifed, and laughed at for his Folly,

Let us now a little confider complicated
Maladies, with Twumours, Ulcers, Fifty-
l@s, Inflammations, Rheumatifins, Pleu-
rifies, ‘Dropfies, as well as cutaneous Dif~
eafes, how ftrangely thefe are bandied
from ‘Doétor to Surgeon, and from the
latter (if hecannotalone fecure the Patient)
back again to zhe former is plain ; unle(s
the Phyfician by knowing a Sufhiciency of
Surgery, be able to take zhe whole Direc-
tiom, otherwife in what a miferable State
the unhappy Patient muft thus be, will
prove evident to moft Men. Next, fhould
a Surgeon, fince fuch have moft of the /-
nereal ‘Praltice, tho’ more properly zhe
‘Province of Phyfick, fuddenly flop a Go-
norrbea, or Clap, and thus turn it into a
Pox, the Patient is ftraight to be /aid down
and falivated : So for Shankers,all Puftles,
Eruptions, or Warts on the * Privy

Parts,

* So if Spitting a few Days be neceflary, and carried on
to many Weeks by , or not manageable by fuch Prac-
titioner, yet when got over it, the Patient rejoices he is fi//
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