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®e,IT.HE

fallcoe of PHYSICI A'NG,

And to the

Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, &c.

Gentlemen,

S I cannot think myfelf fingular in re-
marking the great Increafe of Practi-
tioners in Phyfick without any proper
Warrant for writing Prefcriptions, I

fhall make no Apology for this my Addrefs and
Requeft to your learned Bodies, that you would no
longer ftand as unconcerned Speétators of this
ogrowing Evil, but that you would vigoroufly ex-
ert yourfelves in a ftri¢t Examination of every
one’s Pretenfions, and apply fuch Remedies, as
may effeciually reftrain thofe who have no Riglhit
by the Laws of the Land to exercile the Profeffion
of Phyfick: for if thefe intruding Pretenders are
much longer permitted to practife under the Co-
lour of irregular Licenfes and furrepticious Diplo-
mas, the Faculty will become irreparably defpi-

cable, asitis too much fo already, in the Eyes of
' all
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all the difcerning Part of Mankind, for this wery
Reafon.

*Tis for you, Gentlemen, to cxre (what I only
remind you of ) a Difeafe oo long neglected ;
for I dare fay, were but half a fcore of thele irregu-
lar Prattitioners to feel your ju? Refentment, the
reft would foon thun the Light, and betake them-
felves to other Realms, or other Occupations : —
and certainly a more acceptable Piece of Service than
this never was, nor can be done for the common
Welfare.

So fenfible of this was the Government in the
Reign of King Fames the Firft, that (as Dr.
Goodall recites in his Hiftory of the College of Phy-
ficians) a Warrant was {ent down from the Privy
Council, ftrictly enjoining all Magiftrates to take
up every irregular Practitioner, and to caufe them
to be examined by proper Judges, that it might
be difcovered how far they were qualified to be en-
trufted with the Lives of his Majefty’s Subjects, —
Some Years after which, the King himfelt fent his
Letters both to the Prefident of the College of Phy-
ficians, as well as to the Lord Mayor and Alder-
men of the City of London, of the like Import,
viz. to fupprefs all unlicenfed Practitioners, and
that the Prefident fhould punifh them according to
the Power and Authority that the King himfelt
had granted. In the mean time, *tll it fhall
p}E‘ifﬂ' the College of Phyficians and the Univerfi-
ties to exert, on thefe Occaﬁuns, the Power grant-
ed to both their Societies, it may not be amifs if 1
fhould tranfcribe a few Claufes of your refpective
Charters, that thofe who have never feen thefe
Charters, nor the Aéts by which the Royal Con-
ceffions therein granted have been made and efta-
blithed as fo many Statute Laws, may not plead
Ignorance either of the Neceffity of being property

licenfed,
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licenfed, (if upon an honeft Examination they are
found qualify’d) or of the Penalty they incur of
practifing contrary to the Laws of the Land.

To this purpofe then, among many other Pri-
vileges and Immunirties granted to the Royal Col-
lege of Phylicians 1n London, which 1t is lefs mate-
rial to enumerate in this place, I find thefe follow-
ing (more particularly relating to the Subject in
hand) enaéted,

1. That no Perfon prefume to pratife Phyfick
within the City of London, and feven Miles ad]aw
cent, without Licenfe from the College, under the
Penalty and Forfeiture of Ten Pounds per Month
during the Time of {uch Practice, with Imprifon-
ment ’till fuch Sum or Sums are paid as aforefaid.

2. That no Perfon do prefume to practife in any
Part of the Kingdom, except Graduates at Oxford
or Cambridge, under Penalty of Five Pounds per
Month, with Imprifonment fhll as before.

3. T'hat whoever fhall adminifter any dangerous
Drug or Medicine, whereby L.ife may be endan-
ger’d, fhall likewife forfeit Ten Pounds, and be
imprifon’d fourteen Days or after, ’ull fuch Fine is
fausty’d.

Thefe are fome of the many Privileges which
have been granted to this Illuftrious Body ; and
when fome refractory Perfons (as 1 find there have
been many have ftood the Conteft with them) the
College, I perceive, has ftill juftified their Power,
and caft their Adverfaries *, the Lord Chief Ju-
ftice giving Judgment as follows, wiz. That the
College have a {ufficient Authority to fine and im-

B2 prifon,

* See Dr. Goodall's Hiftory of the Royal College of Phyfi-

cians, 4fe. printed 1684 ; whlch is a Book of fingular Ule tq
all Gentlemen of the Faculty. :
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prifon, and that he himfelf could not bail or deli-
ver their Prifoner,

That no Licenfe, whether Archbithop or Bi-
fhops, or of any other Perfonage whatfoever, is
vahid in Law, or can juftify the Perfon pratifing,
who has not the College Seal ; and therefore (fo
little Pretence have the Scotch and Leyden Phyfici-
ans to this Privilege) that no Graduate, even of
our own Univerfity, (however learned a Phyfici-
an or Doctor) may practife in London, or within
feven Miles, unlefs he is firft examined by the
College, and has obtained their Permiffion.

An Oxford Graduate formerly try’d this Point,

as his Licenfe from that Univerfity runs thus :
- Liberam tibi Tenore prefentium concedimus potefta-
tem & facultatem praéticandi in Medicini & ea om-
nia faciendi que ad Medicinam [peflant. Facul-
tatem ubi vis per univerfum Angli® regnum in per-
petuiim duraturam,

By which it is very evident he has the Liberty of
practifing in any Part of England. However,
the Gentleman was caft by the College, as the Uni-
ver{ity Statute was fuperfeded by the Charter grant-
ed to the College. But fuch Perfons as are defirous
to fee a particular Account of thofe who have flood
Trial with the College, I refer to Goedall’s Hifto-
ry of the College, which no Phyfician ought to
be without.

*Tis very {urprifing, that of late Years there
thould be fo little Enquiry made into the Qualifi-
cations of Practitioners, when it is the bounden
Duty of every Member of the College to do it,
being fworn to make Prefentation of all illegal (fuch
are the Scoteh and Leyden Phyficians without Li-
cenfes) and dangerous (fuch are all Quacks and
Specific Dealers) Praétitioners,—— But through a
long Forbearance thefe Gentlemen begin to imagl;me

they




[ 5]

they have as much Right to practife as yourfelves,
defying as it were your Statutes, and the Laws of
the Land ; nor can you ever want Evidence of
Conviction, whenever it fhall pleafe your honour-
able Board to fet about a Medicinal Reformation 3
which that you would be pleafed to do, is (as I
have informed myfelf, for I am not one of the Fa-
culty ) the general Defire of all the regular Pra-
ctitioners, that the Profeflion may not be farther
intruded into, and fcandalized.

I am very fenfible of the Clamours that would
be made (if your Laws were put in Execution)
by fome inconfiderate People, who would call it an
Infringement on their Liberty; and that they
would employ any Quack whom ‘they thought
proper in defpite of you :—But furely for People of
Senfe ’tis not very ufual to chufe an Attorney to
make their Cloaths, a Taylor their Will, or a
Shoemaker for their {piritual Guide ; and how it
happens that all three are intrufted with your
Bodies, is hard to account for.

Perhaps ’twill be replied, that either of them
are Mafters of fome valuable Receipt which has
been found to do much good in fome particular
Cafes.—This is a common and I believe too often
a fatal Error, for it appears to me that the moft
ufeful and noble Remedy in the Hands of the Un-
learned 1s always found to be moft dangerous,
and that none but the Phyfician can judge rightly
in what Cafes and at what Times of the Difeafe
the fame can be adminifter’d with Safety or
Advantage.

As for thofe who in fplght of all Reafon and
Demonftration entertain an Opinion that the Art
itfelf is a Cheat, and its Profeflfors Men of ill Defigns,
I leave them to fuffer under the Miftake, and to
fmart by fome unlicenfed Practitioners ill Manage-

ment,
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ment, till they have purchafed Experience
enough to convince them of their Error.

¢ *Tis not the Intereft of the Phyficians, it may
¢ be faid, to fupprefs thefe Things, and therefore
¢ they have not done it.” I am very fenfible their
Bulinefs is promoted rather than leffened by the To-
leration of * Empiricks; yet I am fatsfied their
Credit and Reputation is much impaired thereby ;
the common People feldom applying to the regular
Phyfician till the Cafe becomes defperate, and the
Patient has been harrafs’d to death by the improper
Drenches given them by thefe ignorant /elf-fufficient
pretending Gentry 5 by which means the poor
Patient is more frequently wore out than by the
Difeafe itfelf. Affairs being reduced to this Ex-
tremity, a regular Practitioner is applied to in the
greateft Hurry, and notwithftanding the Latenefs
of the Application they expect Miracles fhould
be wrought for them; though the Phyfician’s
Prefence anfwers no other Purpofe, but that it -
fubjects him to be a Spectator of the deplorable
and irretrievable Condition of the Patient, and
makes him a melancholy Witnefs of the Murders
daily committed by Empiricks, I don’t take
upon me to fay, that a// are thus impofed on or
mifguided, but I can fay upon a full Affurance of
the Truth, that many hundred of Lives are yearly
loft by the too late calling in of a regular Phyfician,
and fome by the too early difmiffing his Attendance
before the Danger was over. Nor 15 it lefs true,

(however it may appear more ftrange; that we
find

~ * Every Man is an Empirick, who by a pitiful Stock of
Knowledge amufes and preys upon fome ignorant People ;
and being fully confcious of his own Infufficiency to pafs
mufter, declines qualifying himfelf according to the Rules of
that Body of Men who are Judges of his Abilities ; and en~
deavours to fcreen himfelf by fome B ——s or A—==b——=—s
Licenfe from their Refentments. 15, ¢ LL-.'%J. ¢ Ahbws B s
\
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find many People in fome lingering Diftempers
trying the utmoft of a Quack’s Skill for more
Months than they will be governed #ecks by the
Judgment of the moff learned Phyfician 5 and in
acute or fhorter Sicknefles the Cale 1s ftill worle,
for here the Mifmanagement of the firft Day or
two is frequently irretrievable, (efpecially in the
Small-pox and Fevers) and the Overfight and
good Hufbandry of faving a Fee or trying firft
of all fome improper Directions, has Coft many
a poor Mifer (what next to his Money is of the
deareft Value to him) I mean his Life,

I bad obferved in the preceding Pages, that a
Dottor of Phyfick in the Univerfity of Oxford had’
been prevented by the College of Phyficians from
practifing without their Permiffion, and that his
Degree was not allowed a fufficient Qualification
at London 3 though it is deemed fo in every other
Part of England. It may not be improper there-
fore to give fome Accounts of the Nature of thefe
Degrees. |

In the Univerfity of Oxford it {feems no Perfon
can be admitted to the Honour of a Do¢tor’s De-
gree in Phyfick, till he has been a Member of
that Society for fourteen Years, and comply’d with
all the Exercifes, &c, which their Statutes require
of him; an Extra¢t of which may perhaps be
very acceptable to thofe who are Strangers to their
Method of Proceedings. The previous Degrees
to be taken are,

A Batchelor of Arts at 4 Years.
A Mafter of Arts at 3 Years.
A Batchelor of Phyfick at 3 Years more.
A Doctor of Phyfick at 4 Years.

In all 14 Years.

The.
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The Exercife requir’d for the Degree of a
Batchelor of Arts is as follows ;

He is obliged once to defend 3 Queftions of
Logick for two Hours, and anfwer all the Argu-
ments rais’d againit them; he i1s once likewife
obliged to uppﬂfﬁ or make Objections to 3 Que-
{tions in like manner, He muft befides twice de-
fend 3 Queftions in Logick, Grammar, Rheto-
rick, ur Moral Philofophy for an Hour and half
each Time. Moreover, he muft undergo an Ex-
amination by three Mafters of Arts in all thofe
Sciences of the publick Lectures of which he is a
proper Auditor 5 which are, Grammar, Rhetorick,
Logick, Moral Philofophy, and Geometry. He
1s likewife examined in any Greek or Latin Claf-
ficks which the Mafters chufe. Thefe Examina-
tions, and all kinds of Exercifes required for any
Degree are performed in Latin, and in the publick
Schools. If upon Examination (which may laft
for two Hours, or more, if the Mafters think
proper, or are not fatisfied as to the Abilities of
the Perfon examined) he is judged a fit Perfon for
the Degree of Batchelor of Arts, the Mafters fign
a Certificate, whereby they teftify, that they have
examined fuch a Candidate in thofe Sciences the
Statutes direct, and think him well qualified for
fuch and fuch a Degree ; and left any unworthy
Perfon fhould gain {uch a Certificate through
Connivance, the Mafters take an Oath before one
of the Prottors, that they will examine the Can-
didates in the Sciences requir’d by the Statutes ;
and that, neither through Entreaty, Reward,
Hatred, Friendfhip, Fear or Hope they will fign
the Certificate of an unworthy Perfon, or refufe it
to a worthy one.

The Exercife for a Majter of Arts is this; In
~ the Lent after he has taken his Batchelor’s Degre}el,

’ c
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he muft twice defend three Queftions in Logick, or
Moral Philofophy, for three or four Hours, which
is requir’d to render his Degree of Batchelor com-
pleat ; afterwards he muft defend three Queftions in
Natural Philofophy for two Hours, or make Ob-
jections to three, under the Infpection of one of
the Proctors. He muft once defend three other
Queftions likewife of any kind, and an{wer the
Objections of fome Mafter of Arts. He is like-
wile at the fame Time and Place obliged to an-
fwer any Objettions made to thofe Queftions, or
to any other Queftions which any other Mafter of
Arts chufes to difpute with him upon. He mutt
make two publick Declamations, and repeat them
by heart in the Prefence of one of the Prottors,
{wearing that he has had no Affiftance in the Com-
pofition of them, either from Friends or Books.
He mutft read fix Leétures, three in Natural three
in Moral Philofophy, of his own compofing in
Latin, each of which muft take up the greater
Part of an Hour in the reading.—He muft be exa-
mined by three Mafters of Arts, (as Candidates
for a Batchelor’s Degree) in the Sciences of which
the Statutes require him to be an Auditor ; which
are, Geometry, Metaphyficks, Natural Philofo-
phy, Opticks, Hiftory, Geography, Chronology,
and in the Latin, Greek, and * Hebrewo Languages ;
during the Performance of any of thefe Exercifes
the Proftors may, and in feveral are obliged to
attend ; if they judge the Candidates to be deficient
in any refpect, it is in their Power to make them
undergo fuch Exercifes again, till their Perform-
ance is judged well done.

* The Hebrenw Examination is not much infifted on, as of
late Years feav learn it, except soME PARTICULAR Stu-
dents in Divinity.

B Belore
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Before a Mafter of Arts can take the Degree of
Batchelor in Phyfick, he muft once defend two
Qt_mﬁmns in Phyfick for two Hours, and once

oppofe two in like manner, under the Infpection
of the Regius Profeffor of Phylick. HE muft
likewife go through a Courfe of Anatomy, &e.

But though a Perfon has perform’d all this Ex-
ercife and taken thefe three Degrees, yet (fo cau-
tious 1s the Univerfity of Oxford, that no one
fhould Practice Phyfick but who is fufficiently
qualified) he muft firft obtain a fpecial Licenfe
from the Univerfity for Liberty to practife, before
he is empowered to do it ; neither is fuch Licenfe
granted, till three, or at leaft two Doctors 1n
Phyfick, of which the Profeffor of Phyfick is to
be one, have certified under their Hands, that
they judge him a Perfon qualified to practife,

To become a Candidate for the Degree of Doéor
in Phyfick, after a Perfon has taken a Batchelor’s De-
gree, he muft explain publickly in the Phyfick School
awhole Book of Galen, De ufu partium, vel de tempe-
ramentis, in {ix curﬁ:ury (i. e. extempore), or at leaft
three formal (7. e. wnttf:n) Leétures, each of which
he muft be an Hour in reading. That thefe Exer-
cifes for each refpective Df-:gree have been perform’d
by each Candidate, each Perfon at taking any Degree
makes Oath to the Proctor before his Admiffion.

Befides the Performance of all this Exercife, the
Candidates for each Degree muft have fuch Degree
allow’d both in his own College and by the Con-
gregation of the Regent Mafters of the Univerfity,
each Perfon of which Congregation has a Power
to deny it. And if his Degree is allow’d by the
Congregation, before any Candidate is admitted
to a Batchelor of Arts or Mafter’s Degree, nine
Batchelors or Mafters (according to the Degree he
takes) muft depofe upon Qath, that they knogv

the
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the Candidate to be a fit Perfon both in Knowledge
and Morals for the Degree to which he is admitted.
Three Batchelors or Doétors in Phyfick are requir’d
to depofe the fame for a Candidate for thofe Degrees.

So much Care is taken by the Statutes of the
Univerfity of Oxford, that no Perfon fhould pra-
¢tife Phyfick, but who has undergone the fevereft
Scrutiny, and been thoroughly approved of. Yet
it muft be confefled, that fozme Perfons not fo well
qualified as the Generality of the Univerfity could
wifth, have rubb’d through the Exercife they can-
not be conceived ever to have duly performed, and
have gained Degrees they ought not to be digni-
fied with,

Pudet bac opprobria nobis

e it dici potuiffe & non potuiffe refelli !

1t muft be owned, fome unworthy Perfons have
commenced Doctors; but yet this may happen
without derogating from the Goodnefs of the
Rules, or condemning the general Method of
Education in the Univerfity : for Perfons confci-
ous of their own Inabilities will chufe Times to do
their Exercife, when they will probably be leaft
obferv’d, or fuch Days as they know the Proctors
can’t vifit themn during the Performance. They
will chufe Mafters of their intimate Acquaintance
to examine them, whofe good Nature may per-
haps fometimes prevail over their QOaths, and
make them fign Certificates for Perfons who don’t
deferve them. In Lent the Schools are generally
full of Perfons performing Lent Exercife ; at fuch
times ignorant Fellows will go up to read Lectures
and to difpute, fitting up in a Corner 3 and if a
Proltor comes, they will pretend to be Speétators
only of the Exercife of others, and put off their
own to another Opportunity. Others will have
fome Acquaintance planted in proper Places to ap-
2 prize
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prize them of the Approach of a Proctor, and fo
they come down and do their Exercife at another
time, free from fuch impertinent Vifitors. By fuch
indirect Means lazy, idle Wretches may get a De-
gree ; but the indire¢t Means they ufe rather
fhews the Excellence of the Univerfity Rules in
general than any Defect, fince ignorant or idle
Perfons muft thus watch Time, Place, and Op-
portunity, to pafs over that Exercife they would
not be able to perform. But take the Affair in
the worft Light ; does it not ftand to Reafon, that
a Perfon who is fubjeét to fuch excellent Rules,
{ tho’ through Art, Tricks, or Perjury, he
may evade them) is more likely to be regularly
educated in, and properly qualified for the Pra-
&ice of Phyfick, than Empiricks and Licentiates
who have done no Exercife, refided in no Place of
regular Education, or had a Degree fent them
from a Univerfity they never faw ?

For befides thefe Exercifes performed in the
Univerfity of Oxford, a proper Refidence there is
required before a Perfon can get a Degree. For
a Batchelor of Arts Degree, a Perfon muft keep
{ixteen Terms (of which there are four in a Year),
for a Mafter’s twelve, °Tis true, fome Terms are
difpens’d with, namely, four for a Batchelor, fix
for a Mafter ; but even thefe are efteemed large
Difpenfations, and there muft be an extraordinary
Reafon given to prevail for the Indulgence of a
targer Number.

In the Univerfity of Cambridge, a Doctor’s De-
oree is often order’d by the King’s Mandate ; tho’
{uch Mandate Doctors are not much efteemed,
even by the Cantabrigians themfelves : But 1n Ox-
ford no fuch Mandate was ever receiv’d, tho’ it has
formerly been fent by the Royal Authority, and to
their great Honour rejected by the Oxonians. And

indeed
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indeed the Trouble of taking a Doctor’s Degree,
according to Cambridge Statutes, is confiderably lef-
fen’d, as their Members are not obliged to proceed in
Arts. But when a Gentleman has been a Mem-
ber of that Society for {ix Years, and has difputed
in the publick Schools upon fome Medicinal Que-
ftion, one as Opponent, and one as Refpondent,
he is admitted a Batchelor of Phyfick ; and five
Years afterwards, having gone through the ufual
Forms of Difputations, is admitted to the Degree
of Dottor, three Years fooner than he could have
done at,Oxford ; for which Reafon probably at
Cambridge a Batchelor of Phyfick never has a Li-
cenfe to practife granted him by the Univerfity.

And Ecre pleafe to obferve, that an Oxford
Batchelor of Phyfick muft be ten Years ftanding,
(7. e. within a Year of a Cambridge Doctor) and
has taken three Degrees in that Time with no {mall
Labour and Expence. He therefore has a Licenfe
granted him by the Univerfity, which puts him
on an Equality with any Doctor of Phyfick, and
is always treated as fuch, except in his being ad-
mitted a Fellow of the College of Phyficians in
London. That Privilege i1s indeed referved for
thofe only of our own Univerfities, who have taken
the Degree of Dottor.

But here it may be objefted by the Diffenters,
that none of their Body can be Fellows of the Col-
lege, becaufe they can’t in Conicience take the
Oaths required at the Univerfities of Oxford and
Cambridge by every Graduate, in relation to the

g Arricles of the eftablifh’d Church. -

To which I anfwer, —Their Clergy cannot en-
joy our Ecclefiaftical Preferments for the fame
Reafon, yet they may preach: fo likewife in re-
gard to Fellowfhips of the College; ’tis true,
they can’t have zbat Honour, but if they think
proper to be regularly examined by the Felfn}x:.rsf,

thair
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their Names will be printed as Licentiates, and
they will be treated as regular Phyficians ; =——
which is really a very great Indulgence, if we con-
fider the Difference of the Degrees in S——4, and
in all foreign Parts, between thole in Eungland.

"T1s well known, that any Perfon for 20/, may
procure a S--b Degree, even without feeing their Uni-
verfities ; and may receive the ufual Diploma, on
fending a requifite * Certificate ;s—which ’tis no dif-
ficult matter for the moft inexperienced to procure,~—
And at Rbeims, and feveral other foreign Univerfi-
ties a Degree may be purchafed at fo low a Rate
as four Guineas.

Is it not thocking to think, that the Art of Phy-
fick fhould be liable to fo many Proftitutions? and
that the Lives of his Majefty’s Subjeéts, Lives by
which whole Families are {fupported, frequently de-
pendent on the Stroke of a Pen, thould be permitted
to be deftroyed by the glaring Neglect of thofe who
ARE EMPOWER’D (and theretore ought) to reftrain
fuch Proceedings.

But let us fuppofe thefe §----b or L-yd-n Degrees
(for there is no very confiderable Difference be-
tween them, fince a L yd-n Degree, 1f you are on
the Spot, is eafily and {oon procur’d) had ever fo
much real Merit in themielves, what Pretenfions
have the Pofleffors of them, by vertue of fuch Degrees,
to prattife in England>—Why, truly, they have
no more Right than an Oxford or Cambridge Do-

¢tor

* T remember to have met with a Doftor (formerly an Apo-
thecary) who treated his own Degree very ludicroufly, 7. e. in
a publick Converfation on this Topick, he declared, that three
Members of a certain Univerfity gave him a jovial Meeting at
a Tavern (he difcharging the Reckoning) and after a few bur-
lefque Queftions in the moft fecret Parts of Anatomy, figned 2
Certificate that he was a Man ¢gery way qualified for the Pra-
&ice of Phyfick—and thought 'twou’d be an Honour to their
Nation to have him dubb’d a Doftor—provided he could fpare
the Sum of z0/. This ¢/fential Point being puniiually comply’d
with, he received the ufual Diploma by the firft Conveyance.
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&or has to pradtifi in Holland or in Scotland. Is a
Freeman of Edinburgh or Glafgow a Freeman of
Salifbury or York ?—ls a Citizen of Leyden or Am-
fterdam a Citizen of London or Briftel 2 No, furely,
they are not; no. can they fertle in any Bufinefs
at thofe Places without paying the ufual Fines,
and performing fuch other things as the Charters
of thofe Places require of them : why then are the
Bounds of Phyfick to be thus tranfgrefs’d, not only
to the Detriment of the regular Graduate, but, 1
fear, too often to the Prejudice of our Fellow-
Creatures 3 as it cannot be fuppofed the fuperficial
Education of fuch People (though there are fome
eminent Men amongf{t them) is adequate to the
important and neceflary Labours of a fkilful
Phyfician ?

*Tis owing to this Inundation of Foreigners,
that the Science of Phyfick itfelf is brought into
fo much difrepute; for moft of thefe Pecople are
Men of very narrow Fortune, who have been
obliged to take up with this obfcure Method of
Education: Nor will the falfe and artificial Cla-
mout of having formerly feen BoErHAAVE (who
could not infufe his Knowledge into the Minds of
{fuperficial, and too often idle Pupils) fubvert the
Truth of what I affert, in faying, an obfcure Edu-
cation, Befides, when BoErRH A AVE was alive {e-
veral Oxford and Cambridge Students, with all the
preparatory Advantages of Education, placed
themfelves under his Tuition; and 1 leave the
Public to judge, what Perfons made the beft Im-
provement from his Lectures, and confequently
are moft capable of being ufeful in the Profeffion.

The Laws of Holland, °tis plain, can have no
Influence, no Right to licenfe a Phyfician to pra-
ctife Phyfick in England 3 and the little Regard
which ought to be paid bere to the §—h Defrees is

very
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very evident 5 nor can the little Time and Abilities
required to be Mafter of a Foreicn Degree,
efcape the notice of that Part of Mankind who
allow themfelves the liberty of free Enquiry, and
who do not care to take up with Shews for
Realites.

But there is another Hardfhip on the fair Pra-
ctitioner, which loudly demands the Attention of
the B——ps; I mean, their licenfing various Per-
fons in their refpeétive Diocefes. The Origin of
that Cuftom might probably be in the Da s of
Popery, of which ’tis a Relict, and the B----p
might then be a proper Perfon to Licenfe, when
the Practitioners both in Phyfick and Midwifery
were chiefly Monks. But as that Scene is
happily fhited, it ought furely to be with the
atmoft Caution that the R-ght R-v-r-nd Cl-rgy
fhould appoint Pratitioners in Phyfick. It
would be too hard an Expreffion to let fall, or
even to furmife, that {fo many noble Perfonages
fhould grant Licenfes to. deffroy Mankind
it 1s, (though not intentionally their L--dfh--ps
Aim) certain however that {fuch Milchiefs have
arifen from it, and Proof is not wanting that thefe
Privileges have been fometimes the Occafion of
depriving certain Perfons of their Lives, as furely
(it may be not fo fuddenly) as if the fame had
been taken away by a Dagger or a Piftol.

This Sort of Licenfe is a Cloak for every Blun-
derer, who with a metall’d Front and cankerd
Heart has Iniquity and Refolution enough to at-
tempt the Practice of Phyfick ; and if they are at
any time afked, by what Authority they thus
take upon them to meddle with what they are
utterly ignorant of, they will immediately produce
their Patents, their L--dfh-ps the B——s Licenfes
for fo dmng

I hope
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I hope their L--dfh-ps will take this fhocking
Abufe of their Indulgence into their moft ferious
Confideration, (what indeed can be of equal Im-
portance ?) and either refufe abfolutely to Licenfe
any—or if they do, to be prefent (as the Law
enjoins) at the Examination of the Petitioners,
by four regular Phyficians or Surgeons ; —-whereas,
the Cuftom generally is to receive a Certificate, often
figned by four as irregular and worthlefs Prattitio-
ners as the Candidates themfélves. But all thefe
Fellows are called Doctors, and fee’d as fuch ; and
the Commonalty know no diftinction, though they
{o feverely feel the pernicious, nay, the irretrievable
Effeéts of their Effrontery and their own Folly.

How far the College may think proper to in-
terfere, I know not; their Power extends all over
England, and ’twould be happy for our Country
if they would exert it:=—and I was of late
mightily pleas’d to {eec a Paragraph in a publick
Paper affuring us they had fuch a Defign ; which
I am afraid the News-writer had too little Foun-
dation for inferting.—But one Method I think
might be taken to reftore the declining Profeffion
of Phyfick, and it would in a great meafure dif-
courage all thefe irregular Praétitioners ; whether
L-yd-n, §—b, or B—ps Licentiates: I mean,
thac all regular Phyficians thould peremptorily re-
fufe to confult with fuch People,—That there
fhould be a publick Lift of all the Doctors in
Phylick, both of Oxford and Cambridge, with
their Place of Abode, printed annually, and fent
to the Magiftrates of every great Town; That
none but Students of our own Univerfities fhould
be received as Pupils at any Hofpital in England)
unlefs the Pupil was a Diffenter, or promis’d
under fome Penalty ({ubftantial Perfons being
| D bound)

. 7
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bound) to ftand his Examination before the Col-
lege, at the Expiration of fuch a Time.

And that the Credit of Phyfick in the Univerfi-
ty might be ftill farther reftored, I would advife
every regular Phyfician, who is an Author, to
ftyle himfelf M. D. Oxon. or M. D. Cantab. *
and then we fhould not have the Publick impos’d
on by every paltry hunger-bitten Scribbler with an
M. D. tagg’d to the End of his Name.—If a Dif-
fenter publithes, let him fign Licentiate of 1he
College of Phyficians, which would be a diftin-
guilhi’d Mark of Credit to himfelf, and at the
fame time contribute to the main Fid of difcoun-
tenancing your M. D, Trickfters, and render thofe
two Letters ineffetual to the carry.ng on any
longer the low Cunning of fuch Impoftors.

It is very remarkable, that the moft profitable
Stations in Phyfick (as, for Inftance, the Care of fe-
veral of the H-p---Is in Fi--d--5, during the Stay
of our A—y there, at the Salary of 4 or 500/, per
Ann. belides all other Perquifites ) are given to
Perfons, who by the Laws of our Land are daily
liable to be punifhed for practifing. How far thefe
Gentlemen are capable of difcharging the Truft
repofed in them, I will not take upon me to fay :
— But I hope I may venture to affirm, that thefe
Pofts would be at leaft equally as well fil’d by
Gentlemen from our own Univerfities ; but, to
their great Difcouragement, no Tenders are made
to them.

Thofe who are Gentlemen by Birth and
Education, are perhaps incapable of the
fervile Methods and infinuating Artifices made
ufe of daily by the For E 1 ¢ v Gentry,
whofe Neceflities to gain Preferments may be

great, and whofe Compliances (probably the Re-
| fule
* This Precedent was fet by Dr. Fuller in his Pharma-
copaia, who has there ftiled himfelf, M. D. Caxtas. ©
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fult of a low Education) no Man of any Spirit’
can, or ever will condefcend to {fubmit to. Not
to mention that one Condition perhaps of their ob-
taining thefe Places is, that Half their Salary be
paid to their Patron’s Friends, whom he has pro-
mis’d to provide for (7. e.) according to the cant
Phrafe, they are well faddled and will carry double.

But perhaps 1 have gone too far, and have
rous’d a Neft of Hornets.—With all my Heart, 1
fear not their -buzzing, and I am fure they can-
not fting me.—Yet, however, left any thing I
have faid fhould be mifinterpreted, I defire thefe
foreign Gentlemen to have a particular Regard to
my true Meaning ; which is not to opprefs or
perfecute them, but to oblige them to convince
the Publick of their real Abilities, by ftanding
the Teft of an Examination, and of being properly
entered in the annually printed Lift of the College
of Phyficians :—to which may be added a Sup-
plement of all extra-Licentiatess (7. e ) of {uch
Perfons who practife in Places more than 7 Miles
diftant from London.

This 1s no unreafonable Call, and fo far
from an Impofition, that it is an Inftance of the
moit remarkable Lenity of our Government,
which permits even thefe Aliens to be put almoft
on the fame Footing with the Members of our
own Univerfities ; notwithftanding the notorious
Difference between their Degrees, Education, e

And here perhaps it may not be altogether fo-
~ reign to the matter in hand, if I take notice of
the Attempts ‘lately made by the Surgeons, who
have likewife affumed the Province of the Phyfi-
cian, and with a negligent Felicity call for Pen,
Ink, and Paper, on every Occafion; as if they
were the moft able Men of Exrope, and equally
fl-illed 'in the Properties of Medicines, as they

D2 pretend
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pretend to be in the Nature of Wounds, &¢,——
The Apothecary likewife commences Doctor ;
and why not he as well as the reft of the Tribe ?
for as Mr. Pope obferves :

So modern ’ Pothecaries taught the Art,

By Doaétors Bills to play the Doctors Part ;
Bold in the Pracilice of miftaken Rules,
Prefcribe, apply, and call their Maflers Fools.

Porz’s Effay on Criticifm.

It may be objeéted, that the Apothecaries are
obliged to prefcribe, and that every one cannot
afford to be at the Expence of the Phyfician ;—
and that though in other Parts of Europe the Apo-
thecaries are not permitted to direct Medicines,
and though their only Bufinefs 1s to make them up
according to Diretions 5 yet there the Phyficians
attend the Poor for very low Fees. I grant
this ; the Apothecaries are obliged to dirett
here, as the prefent State of Phyfick is; but
I blame them for attempting to carry on fuch
Cafes as it is impoflible in the nature of things
they fhould underftand. And as to the
low Fees of the foreign Phyficians, I believe
moft of our own would be glad to have things
put on the fame footing, viz. That all Patients who
are able thould come to their Houfes exaétly at fuch
an Hour ;—and tho’ the Fee of each Individual be
fmall, the Sum total 1s very confiderable ; fince
no Apothecary dares to difperfe any Medicine
without a written Order from the Phyfician :—
And this I apprehend is for the mutual Benefit of
Phyfician, Apothecary, and Patient.

We may conclude then from thefe Premifes,
that the Practice of Phyfick is now at a very low
Ebb; and the Dlﬁ:ouragemem* given to thedGra-

uates
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duates of both our Univerfities (partly thro® theirown
Connivance, and that of the College of London)
muft in a few Years be totally deftruttive of
all Improvement, in this truly ufeful Branch of
Science :—And that nothing can revive its ancient
Credit, but by putting the Laws in Execution
with the utmoft Rigour ; by giving all imaginable
Encouragement to our own Members, and by
refufing all publick Offices to thofe who are not
regular Praltitioners; and by not fuffcrin'gl any
but Graduates of Oxford and Cambridge to be
elected Phyficians to our publick Hofpitals; an
Inftance ‘of which has never been known'in"Eng-
land till within thefe few Yearsi——Nay, not
only irregular Phylicians have been elected, but,
as I am very credibly inform’d, a’Romati Catho-
lick is actually .appointed by the Governors, one
of the Phyficians to a certain publick Infirmary in
the Country lately eftablithed.

Thefe, Gentlemen, are plain Matters of Faé ;
—it refts upon you to rectify them, and to exert
yourfelves to the utmoft in doing it {peedily and
cffectually.—As for myfelf, I am not a Party
concerned, nor any farther {follicitous about the
Matter, than as an Affair of this Importance to
the Nation, and to the Health of my Fellow-
Subjects requires. I have now Gentlemen done
my Duty, by thus openly reminding yox, and
duly apprizing the Publick of thefe flagrant Abu-
fes. Nor fhall I give myfelf any farther Trouble
about the Event ; being determined to engage in
no Controverfy on this Occafion, or ever to
write again upon this Subject.

I am, GENTLEMEN,

With great Refpefl,
Your very bumble Servant,

N4,
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N. B. The Author is not confcious to himielf
of having mifreprefented a fingle Fact 5 and
as he has taken all imaginable Care in pro-
curing fuch Informations as may fafely be
depended on, he takes this Opportunity of
thus publickly entreating every one (efpe-
cially thofe who are particularly concern’d)
diligently to canvafs all his Affertions before

- they undertake to cenfure him.

A CATA-
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A
CATALOGUE

Fellows, Candidates, and Licentiates

OF 1.8 E

Royal College of Prvsvycrans,
LONDOQN, 1747

N. B. None can' be Eleited Fellows, bus the regular
Dottors of Oxford and Cambridge.

FELLO WS,

R. Richard Tyfon, Prefident, Lime-Street.
His Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, ¢,
His Grace John Duke of Montague.
Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. Med. Reg. Chelfea.
Dr. Tancred Robinfon, Norfolk-Street. :
Dr. Gideon
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Dr. Gideon Harvey, Eleét. Med. Reg. ad Turrim,
Petty-France Weftininfler.

Dr. Thomas Crowe, Throgmorion-Street. — ;

Dr. John Gardiner, Elect, Furnivals- Inn- Court,
Holborn.

Dr. Richard Mead, Eleét. Med. Reg. Ormond-
Street.

Dr. William Barrowby, Ifle of Wight.

Sir Edward Hulfe, Baronet, Ele¢t. Med. Reg..
Gaidfﬂ-Sguarf

Dr. James Jurin, Elec. Lincoln-Inu-Fields.

Dr. Pierce Dodd, Red-Lion Square.

Dr. William Stukely, Stamford, Lincoln/bire.

Dr. William Waley, Elect. Gerrard-Strect St.
Ann's.

Dr. Noel Broxholme, Sunbury, Middlefex.

Dr. Ralph Bourchier, Qrmosud-Street.

Dr, William Browne, King’s-Lyn, Norfolk.

Dr. Edward Wilmﬂt, Med. Reg. Fermyn-Street.

Dr. John Bamber, Mincing- LG}‘EE

Dr. Cromwell Murumer, Devonfbire-Street, Rfd—-
Lion-Squgre.

Dr. John Coningham, Bartlet's- Buildings.

Dr. Robert Nefbit, King-Sireet, Cheapfide.

Dr. Richard Watts, Copt- Hall Court, Throgmoriton-
Street.

Dr. James Monro, Bu/b-Lane.

Dr. Willlam Woodford, Reg. Prof. Med. Ozxon.
Bath.

Dr. John Oldfield, Billeter-Lane.

Dr. John Newmgton, Greenwich.

Dr, Matthew Lee, . Kings-drms-Yard, Coleman-
Strect.

Dr. Frank Nicholls, Cenfor, mel.ru Inn- Effd,z

Dr. Pelham Jobnfton. .

Dr. Abraham Hall, Chartér- Houfe-Square.

Dr, Matthew Clarke, Mincing- Eane. |
Dr. Robert
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Dr. Robert Hopwood, Manchefter.

Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, Med. Reg. ad Familiam,
St. Fames's-Street.

Dr. Thomas Reeve, Tbhrogmorton-Street.

Dr. Ambrofe Dawfon, Cenfor, Bond-Street.

Dr. Samuel Horfman, Treafurer, Hatton-Garden.

Dr. Jofeph Letherland, Aldermanbury.

Dr. Charles Cotes, Charles - Street, St. _‘}‘amﬁ s
Square.

Dr. William Bedford, Regifter, Bread- Street-Hill.

Dr. William Battie, Grmr-RuﬁLStrm Blooms-
bury.

Dr. Ruffel Plumptree, Reg. Prof. Med. Cantab.

Dr. James Hawley, Great-Ruffel-Street.

Dr. Matthew Morley, Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields.

Dr. Charles Chauncey, Cenfor, Auftin-Friars.

Dr. Thomas Adams, Bow-Lane.

Dr. Thomas Lawrence, Cenfor, E/fex-Street.

Dr. Edmund Crynes, Hackney,

Dr, Charles Feake.

Dr. John Barker, E/ffex-Street.

Dr, William Hf:berden, Cambridge.

CANDIDATES

N. B. No one can be admiited a Fellow, unleis be
| bas been a Candidate for iwelve Months.

DR Chriftopher Packe, Canterbury. -
Dr, James Beauford, Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields.

'E L 1CEN-
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LICEN SIS AT &t

N. B. Diffenters, or Perfans of foreign Univerfities;
[fubmitting to the Examination of the College, are,
if properly qualified, admitted as Licentiates,
and vefied with all the Rights and Privileges of
praétifing Phyfick in London, or in any otber
Part of England. -

DR. Arnold Bort Beirman, Bur-Street near the
Tower.

Mr. John Cartledge, Aldermanbury.

Mr, Thomas Lewis.

Dr. Charles- Jernegan, Golden-Square.

Sir Richard Manningham, fermyn-Strect, §t.Fames's,

Dr. Edward Browne.

Dr. Meyer Schamberg, Fenchurch-Street.

D. Mufkay Teale.

Dr. Jacob a Caftro Sarmento, Fenchurch-Buildings,

Dr. Nicholas Robinfon, College of Phyficians.

Dr. Samuel Pye, Mile- End.

Dr. John Eaton, College- Hill.

Mr. Francis Douce, Bury-Street.

Dr. William Clarke, Friday-Street.

Dr. Peter Shaw, Dover-Street.

Dr. Michael Connel, Burlington-sStreet.

Dr. Theophilus Lobb, Bagnio-Court Newgate-
Street.

Dr. Edward Hody, Hanover-Street by Hanover-

Square. ,

Dr. John Andree, Auftin-Friars,

Mr. Benjamin Bofanquet, Broad-Street.

Mr. James Mac-Donald, Bow-Lane.

Dr. George Pyle, Downing-Street Weftminfler.

Dr. John Fothergill, White - Hart - Court Grace-
church-Street.

Dr. Peter Canvane, of the Ifland of St. Chriftophers,
Weft-Indies, - "

cC
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See a Book entituled, A4 Catalogue of all the
Graduates in the Univerfity of Oxford from the
Year 1659. Price 4 5. Proper Supplements are
annexed every Seven Years; {o that the regular
Doctors of Phyfick belonging to that Univerfity,
tho’ they practife in different Parts of the Kingdom,
are very cafily known. I am uncertain whether
there be fuch a Catalogue of the Cambridge Gra-
duates ; but thould think it highly ufeful, and even
neceflary, to have a Lift printed annually, (in the
{fame manner as at the College of Phyficians) of
all the regular Doétors in Phyfick of both Uni-
verfities, and fent to the principal Magiftrates of
every great Town in England.

Fod v 18,
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