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Concerning
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PRroGRrEss of the faid People.
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Humbly recommended to the confideration of Chriftians
of other Denominations,
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LuRE xii. 2, 3. There is nothing covered that fhall not
be revealed, neither bid that fball not be known; There-
fore whatfoever ye have [poken in darknefs fhall be
heard in the light : and that which ye have fpoken in
the eary in clofets, fhall be proclaimed on the boufe-tops.

Printed 1n the Year 1752,






PRE KA CHES

LTHO the Doftrines pecu-

liar to this People have beern
amply treated of by many, yet I do not
Jfind that any but brief accounts have
as yet been publifbed to the World
of the Difcipline exercifed among
them 5 a more particular and minute
account of which, however, appeared
to me, upon a careful perufal of their
Records, to be not lefs worthy to be
preferved from Oblivion.

With this View, the Reader is here
prefented with a faithful Collettion of
the real Praétices and Recommenda-
tions of the fe*vgraf Monthly, Ruar-
zer{y, and Yearly or National Meet-
ings in- England and Ireland, zbe
Harmony between which feems to be
an evidence of the [ame good Spirit
being the author of both.

The
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The Compiler propofes two principal
ends in this Work : aff. To do
Juftice to the Charatter of this People,
who, even in fome late Writings, have
been reprefented as Enthufiafls and
Madmen. How far the Plan of
Difcipline, here defcribed, may [uffice
10 wipe off this Alfperfion, whether or
10 it be not rather the Refult of Wif-
dom, if an Effay towards the Reflo-

- ration of chriftian Difcipline to the

primitive Pattern is to be deemed fuch,
is now left to the confideration of the
impartial Reader.

The method which is obferved in
this Colleition was the refult of a
Perufal of Cave’s Primitive Chri-
tHanity, from a conceived, confiderable
degree of Similarity between the an-
cient flate of Difcipline in the chriftian
Church and that which is here de-
Jeribed, as eftablifbed ariong this de-

Jpifed People.
And
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Another inflance, wherein 1he Conr-
piler hopes thefe his Labours may
contribute to clear up the charatter of
this People, is, to fhew the ground-
leffnefs of certain Infinuations that
bave been publifbed and entertained
of them, as tho the Whole of their
Difcipline confifted in a few wuncouth
fingularities in Drefs and Addrefs, 4y
demonfirating both to the People them-
Jelves and to the World, that the
Exercife of an Uniform, chriftian
Moderation, Temperance and Self-de-
nialy in its full extent, was certainly
confpicuous among this People at the
beginning 5 fo that their Care as El-

ders and Qverfeers, was (and flill is
among the fenfible and faithful) far
[from being reflrifted 10 that fimplicity
of Habit, Speech and Egquipage, by
which they are yet vifibly diftinguifbed,
(the [firitteft conformity to which is
undoubtedly, of it {elf, but a very in-
fipid Quals _ﬁf:az‘faﬁ J éﬂz extended itfelf

A3 alfo
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alfo to the refcinding of Sﬂpéfyi’m':z'e.r

in Eating and Drinking, and even in
Trading, Farming, and all their tem-
poral concerns, and was accordingly
exercifed in entreating and admonifbing
Juch as were culpable herein 5 and
why @ In order that they might be
more at leifure to promote Truth upon
Earth, as deeming themfelves called
of God out of the Corruptions of the
World, and to bear a faithful Teffi-
mony, by their Example, againft not
only the Pride and Luxury, but Ava- -
rice allo, which hath too much prevailed
over the Profeffors of the chriftian
WName, and the inordinate Purfuit of
Riches (thofe Irritamenta malorum,
ever in the language of a Heathen
Poet) proved very hurtful, in a parti-
cular manner, to thofe of this Society.

But fecondly, the Compiler profeffes,
that it was however far from being
. bis principal end to ferve the Interef?
of a particular Society, but being en-

gaged
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gaged in this Undertaking from the
Dignity and Ulfefulne/s of the Subject,
recommends 1t to the Attention of
Chriftians of other Denominations, evern
at this juniture, when too general .a
Relaxation of chriftian Difcipline pre-
vails.

The Church of England, in the
Book of Common-Prayer, acknowledg-
eth the Antiquity of the godly Difci-
pline of the primitive Church, and
wifbeth for the Refloration of it ;5 to
whom therefore, as well as all other
Societies, this Specimen is bumbly of-
fered, as purged from the Abufes of
Ecclefiaftical Tyranny, on the one
hand, and Licencioufnefs on the other.

1f indeed their Cenfures of fuch as
pay Tythes or marry by the Priefls
(tho’ not extended farther than to a
Declaration of the unfaithfulnefs of
Jfuch with regard to their particular
Profeffion) may appear to [ome too ri-
gorous, let them, however, take an im-

A pfz?‘fﬁaf
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partial Survey of the lively Examples
of Piety and Charity, (even the Love
of God and Man, the fulfilling of the
Law) together with the Specimens
here given of the Nature and Extent
of the Duties of Elders in the chriftian
Church, from the Precepts and Prac-
tice of this People; and then the Au-
thor bumbly hopes that they will concur
with him in thinking the prefent Un-

dertaking neither wufelefs nor unfea-
Jonable,
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The firft Rife of Chriftian Difcipline among the
People called Quakers ; the Conflitution of the
Meetings beld for that purpofe. The Power and
Authority exercifed by this People upon Tran/-
greffors deferibed. A Defence of the Effa-
biifbment of Difcipline in the Chriftian Church.
The requifite Qualifications of the Members
conflituting thofe Meetings ; and more parti-
cularly of the Elders appointed to vifit Families,
with an account of their Office and the Exer-

cife of 1t.

N the year 1667 *, this People increafing
daily, the Charge of the Poor, the Num-
ber of Orphans, Sufferings, Marriages, &e.
multiplied ; and among the Profeflors of
Truth fome walking diforderly, it pleafed

the

. * See William Penn’s Rife and Progrefs of the Peopls
calied Quakers, and George Fox’s Journal,
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the Lord, in his Wifdom and Goodnefs, to
open the Underftanding of George Fox, about
a good and orderly way of proceeding on
thefe Occafions ;. whofe Account of this
matter in his Journal, is, in his own Words,
as follows :

¢ In the year 1667, I was moved to
¢ recommend the fetting up of Monthly
¢ Meetings throughout the Nation, Friends
¢ hitherto having only had their general
¢ Quarterly Meetings *; and the Lord
¢ opened unto me, and let me fee what I
¢ mult do, and how Mens and Womens
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings fhould
be ordered and eftablithed in England and
other Nations ; and that I fhould write
to them, where I came not, to do the
fame. Accordingly, having recommended
the fetting up of five Monthly Meetings
in the City of London to take care of God’s
Glory, and to admonifh and exhort fuch
as walked diforderly, and not according to
Truth ; then I paffed forth into the Coun-
ties again, and advifed that Monthly Meet-
ings fhould be fettled there alfo, for the

¢ {fame

"~ A m A R

+ R "y L L. (s L.} w

* In the beginning the Bufinefs now properly be-
longing to the :Monthi}r Meetings was tranfaéted at the
Quarterly Meetings, where a larger Body of Friends
being aflembled. was more necefiary for mutual Help and
Ad{vice, efpecially in thofe times of fuftering and weak-
nefs. :
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fame purpofe, which was done, according
to the Gofpel order, in and by the Power
of God, the Authority of our Meetings
being the Power of God ; and in the year
1668, 1 writ to Ireland, and to Scotlend,
Holland, Barbadees and other parts of Ane-
rica, advifing Friends to fettle their Month-
ly Meetings 1n thofe Countries alfo, which
was likewife accordingly done 4 ; and in-
deed the good effects of the Settlement
of thofe Meetings foon appeared. They
did (continues the fame George Fox) make
a great Reformation amongit people, in-
fomuch that the very Juftices took notice
of the ufefulnefs and fervice thereof; and
feveral who had run out were brought to
condemn what they had done amifs, and
through Repentance came in again--- and
many have blefs'd the Lord God that ever
he did fend me forth in this Service, now
all coming to have a concern and care for
God’s Honour and Glory, that his name
be not blafphemed which they do pro-
fefs, and to fee that all who profefs the
Truth do walk in the Truth, and Righ-

¢ teoufnefs and Holinefs.”

Thus

+ He afterwards vifited thofe Countries in perfon,

and affifted them in the eftablithment of thofe Meetings.
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Thus were Monthly Meetings formed, not
tor the Men, only but the Women alfo *,
the Service of which latter is thus exprefled
by the faid George Fox, ¢ that the faithful
* Women who were called to the Belief of

¢ the

* And indeed it feems to be one of the peculiar Glo-
ries of this People, to have effeétually removed that one
inftance of Apoftacy and Corruption in the chriftian
Church, that, Women were in a great meafure excluded
from a fhare in the publick religious Duties, whereas,
even under the Law, there was work for the Women
about the Tabernacle and holy things as well as for the
Men. (See Exod. xxxv. 25, 26.) And we read of feveral
Prophetefles under the Old Teftament as well as the
New; and this People maintains, that now in the Gof-
pel-day wherein God’s Spirit is more plentifully poured
torth upon Sons and Daughters accurging to the Pro-
phecy of Foel, cited by the Apoftle Peter Acts ii. the
completion of which was not to be limited to the day of .
Pentecoft, but to be extended to the lateft Generations,
{according to the Promife of Chrifty that he would
be with his Difciples always even to the end of the
World) Women yielding obedience to the meafure of .
Grace received, come to be Coheirs, Fellow-labourers
and fpiritual Help-meets to the Men in the work of the
Gofpel and fervice of the Church, as they were in the
Apoftles days. Rom. xvi. 1, 2, 3. Philip. iv. 3. Titus ii.
3> 44 5.

? Thesﬂpuﬁie's Infiructions, 1 Cor. xi. to the Women
how they fhould demean themfelves when they prayed
or prophefied, imply, that they did exercife thofe Gifts
in the Primitive Church; and that the fame Gifts have
been conferred on fome Women in thefe days we are
not afhamed to confefs, to the Glory of God : Nor are
they to be acknowledged as ufeful Helpmeets in the
Miniftry only, but alfo in the Difcipline of the Ci\lllltl'ch.

ere
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¢ the Truth, being made partakers of the
fame precious Faith, and heirs of the fame
¢ everlafting Gofpel of Life and Salvation,
might in like manner come into the pof-
¢ feffion and practice of the Gofpel-order,
¢ and be therein Meet-helps to the Men in
¢ the Reftoration, in the fervice of the
¢ Truth, in the Affairs of the Church, as
¢ they are outwardly in civil or temporal
¢ things, that fo the Family of God, Wo-
men as well as Men, might know, pofiefs,
¢ perform and difcharge their Offices and
¢ Services in the Houfe of God, whereby
¢ the Poor might be the better taken care

\ ¢ Qﬁ

There are feveral Concerns that are the proper Province
of Women, for inftance, an Infpection into the peculiar
Wants of thofe of their own Sex, whether of their
aged, poor, infirm or otherwife diftrefled, or of thofe
of a younger fort, often left deftitute of proper employ-
ment and education; and laftly, the Care and Tuition
of the Children in each chriftian Family, a matter of
no fmall confequence in forming the Mind}s of the fuc-
;:Eeding Generation, in which Women have a great

are. .

Now in order that /#smen might have opportunities of
conferring together for mutual Affiftance and Edification
in the profecution of thefe good ends and purpofes, it
was deemed requifite that Aonthly Mectings {hould
be eftablithed for them as well as the Men. And
CAvE, in his Primitive Chriflianity, obferves, that in
the ancient Writings of the Church frequent mention is
made of Deaconneffes, who were employed in many
Offices in the Church, whofe Original was very early
and of equal ftanding with the Infancy of the Church ;
Such was Phebe, &c.
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of, the younger fort inftructed and in-
formed in the way of God, the loofe and
diforderly reproved and admonifhed in the
fear of the Lord, the clearnefs of perfons
propounding Marriage more clofely and
ftrictly enquired into, in the Wifdom of
God ; and all the Members of the fpiti-
tual Body, the Church, might watch over
and be helpful to one another in Love.”

So far George Fox.
¢ * The Monthly Meetings fo fet up were
more or fewer, as the cale required, In
every refpective County, four or fix Meet-
ings of Worthip ufually making one Meet-
ing of Bufinefs, and thefe Montbly Meetings
in each County made up one RQuarterly
Meeting -+, where the moft zealous and e-
minent Friends of the County afifembled to
communicate, advife and help one another,
efpecially when any Bufinefs feemed dif-
ficult, or a Monthly Meeting was tender of
determining a matter; and thefe feveral
Quarterly Meetings digefted the Reports
of their Monthly Meetings, and prepared
¢ one

* Penn’s Account of the Rife and Progrefs of the
People called Quakers.

+ The Monthly Meetings in each Province, and the
Provincial Meetings in the feveral Provinces are held at
different times, for the conveniency of correfponding
with each other, and being attended by Minifters or
Elders from different places for mutual Ediﬁcatiﬂn and

Afliftance.
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¢ one for each refpective County againft the
¢ Yearly Meeting, in which all Quarterly
¢ Meetings refolve, which 1s held i ZLos-
* don, where the Churches in this Nation,
* and other Nations and Provinces meet, by
¢ chofen Members of their refpective Coun-
¢ ties, both mutually to communicate their
¢ Church-affairs, and to advife and be ad-
¢ vifed in any depending cafe to Edification ¥,

¢ The Minutes of the Yzarly Meeting
¢ upon the feveral matters that have been
¢ under confideration therein, are drawn up,
¢ (to the end that the refpective Quarterly
© and Monthly Meetings may be informed of

¢ all Proceedings) together with a general
¢ Exhortation

* George Fox having, in the year 1668, written to
Friends of Jreland advif;sng them to fettle Meetings for
Difcipline, in the year 1669 vifited this Kingdom, and
in perfon affifted Friends in fettling their men and wo-
mens Meetings throughout the Nation, in a method
nearly correfponding to that above defcribed in England,
with thefe variations, that the men and womens Meet-
ings in Dublin (where the occafions for convening are
more frequent) fhould be held every two Weeks, and
in fome parts of Ulffer every three Weeks; and that
thefe, with all the Monthly Meetings of each refpeétive
Province, fhould refolve themfelves in a Province-
Meeting, which is analogous to the Quarterly Meetings
in England aforefaid, being held in each Province of the
Kingdom (excepting Connaught, where there is not a
body of Friends fufficient to conftitute fuch a Meeting)
with this difference, that it is held every fix Weeks, and
the National Meeting twice a Year, in which all the
Prevince-Meetings refolve,
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Exhortation to Holinefs, Purity and Cha-
rity. - :
‘tj'rI'hefe Meetings are opened and ufually
concluded in their folemn Waiting upon
God ; and it is further to be noted, in thefe
folemn Aflemblies for the ‘Church's Ser-
vice, there is no one prefides among them,
after the manner of the Aflfemblies of other
peoﬁlc; Chrift only being their Prefident,
as he 1s pleafed to appear in Life and
Wifdom in any one or more of them, to
whom, whatever be their Capacity or De-
gree, the reft adhere with a firm Unity ;
not of Authority, but Conviction, which
1s the Divine Authority and way of Chrift’s
Power and Spirit in his People, making
good his blefled Promife, that he would
be in the midft of his, where and when-

ever they were met together in his Name,

even to the end of the World.” So far

William Penn.

Such was the Conftitution of the feveral

Meetings for Difcipline, and the orderly
Subordination of Monthly to Quarterly, and
of thefe to the Yearly Meeting, this laft being
the Reprefentative of the whole Body of the
People.

Thus, -if an;f Brother apprehend himfelf

injured by the Determination of a Monthly

- Meeting, he hath liberty of Appeal from

thence to the Quarterly, and from this laf’g,

if
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if need be, to the Yearly or National
Meeting. And Monthly Mectings are {o far
fubordinate to the Quarterly, that at the
Yearly Meeting 1715 it was agreed, that no
Monthly Meeting fhall divide itfelf into two
feparate monthly Meetings, either by rea-
fon of the decreafe of Love, or any other
Difference among them in that Meeting ;
nor without the Confent or Concurrence of
the Quarterly Meeting.

Betfore I clofe my Account of the Meet-
ings for Difcipline, it is neceflary to obferve
that there is alfo another Meeting which
convenes for the benefit of the whole Body,
in the Intervals of the 27arly Meeting, being
a Deputation or Committee of the Yearly
Meeting, commonly called The Meeting for
Sufferings, which holds Correfpondence with
the feveral Counties, and even with other
Nations, in order to {ollicit for Eafe from the
Government in any cafe of Suffering for
Confcience fake, or to be otherwiife helpful
to any of the inferior Meetings on any emer-
gency.

A Meeting analogous hereunto, with re-
{pe¢t to a like correfpondence with the
feveral Monthly and Provinctal Meetings on
the like occafions, is alfo fettled in Dublin.

Concerning the Power and Authority which
15 exercifed by this People, upon fuch Mem-

bers of their Society as ::Grrequ:}nd not in
B their
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their Lives with their Profeffion, and that
are refrattory to the good order fettled
among them, Wuliam Penn, in the before-
cited Tra&, thus fpeaks :

¢ The Power they exercife is fuch as
Chrift has given to his own People to the
end of the World in the perfons of his
Difciples, viz.: to overfee, exhort, re=
prove, and, after lond-fuffering and wait-
ing upon the Difobedient and Refractory,
to difown them as any more of their Com-
munion, or that they will any longer ftand
charged in the Sight or Judgment of God
or man, with their Converfation and Be-
haviour as one of them, until they re-
pernt.’

¢ The fubje® matter about which this
Authority, in any of the foregoing branches
of it, is exercifed, is, firft, in relation to
common and general practice; and, fe-
condly, about thofe things that more ftri¢t-
ly refer to their own Characer and Pro-
feffion, and which diftinguith them from
all other Profeflors of Chriftianity, avoid-
ing two Extremes upon which many fplit,
t. e. a coercive power to whip Men into
the Temple, that fuch as will not con-
form, tho” againft Faith and Confcience,
fhall be punithed in their Perfons or
Eftates ; or leaving all loofe and at large as
to Practice, and {o unaccountable to all but

¢ God

E ] -~ [ 1 [ - Lo - - - iy ]
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God and the Magiftrate ; to which hurtful
extreme nothing has more contributed
than the Abufe of Church-power, by fuch
as {uffer their Paffion and private Intereft
to prevail with them to carry it to outward
Force and * corporal Punifliment : A prac-
tice they have been taught to diflike by
their extreme Sufferings, as well as their
known principle for an univerfal Liberty
of Confcience. On the other hand, they
equally diflike an Independency in Society,
an unaccountablenefs in Practice and Con-
verfation to the rules and terms of their
own Communion, and to thofe that are
members of it. They diftinguifh between
impofing any praQice that immediately re-
lates to Faith or Worthip (which is never
to be done, or fuffered, or fubmitted unto)
and requiring chriftian Compliance with
thofe methods that only refpe&t Church
Bufinefs in its more civil part and concern,
and that regard the difcreet and orderly -
maintenance of the Chara&er of the So-
ciety, as a {ober and religious Community.

B2 & in

* Rapin, in defcribing the ftate of the Church, from

 the year 1155 to 1272, Vol. IIl. obferves, that it was

ordained in the Councils that < if within 40 days after
¢ Excommunication the party excommunicated do not
“¢ fue to be reconciled to the Church, the Magiftrate,
¢ upon the Bifhop’s complaint, fhall be obliged to caft
- *¢ him into Prifon and confifcate his Eftate,”



(20)

In fhort, what is for the promotion 6f
Holinefs and Charity, that men may prac-
tife what they profefs, live up to their own
Principles,and not be at liberty to give the
lye to their own Profeflion without Re-
buke, is their Ufe and limit of Church
power. They compel none to them, but
oblige thofe that are of them to walk fuit-
able, or they are denied by them ; that
is all the Mark they fet upon them, and
the Power they exercife or judge a chri-
ftian Society can exercife upon thofe that
are the Members of it.” So far William
Penn.

Notwithftanding this Eftablithment of
chriftian Difcipline, in 2 medium between
the two oppofite extremes of {piritual Ty~
ranny, on the one hand, and Libertiniim on
the other, there were not wanting, at the
beginning, divers, even of the Profeflors of
the fame Faith, who oppofed it, v7z. Some
probably through Emulation, fome, who
having caft off the Yoke of Chrift in them-
‘felves, refufed all Subjettion and Govern-
“ment; and others, who tho’ not fo wilful
and obftinate, yet were fearful and fcrupu-
lous in the matter, in refpect of the dan-
gerous confequences they apprehended fuch
a thing might draw after it. Now in order
to anfwer as well the Cavils of the one, as
clear up the Miftakes of the other of thefe

Oppofers,
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Oppofers, Robert Barclay, in the year 1674,
wrote a Book called, The Anarchy of the Ran-
ters and other Libertines, and the Hierarchy of
the Romans, and other pretended Churches, equally
refufed and refuted.

I fhall here beg leave to recite two prin-
cipal Arguments by him advanced in {up-
port of the good order and Government
eftablifhed, as a Preliminary to the fubfequent
Exemplification of chriftian Difcipline, the
firft of which Arguments i1s deduced from
a Precept of our Lord ; the fecond from
the Pratice of the Apoﬁlea and primitive
Chriftians, vz,

Firft ; ¢ That Chrift, the King and Head
of the Church, did appoint that there
thould be Order and Government in it is
plain from his own Words, Mazzh. xviii.

15,16, 17, 18, If thy Brother fhall tre[pafs
ag:z.f?gﬁ thee, go and tell bim bis Fault between
thee and bim alome : If be fhall kear thee,
thou baft gained thy Brother : Byt if be will
not bear thee, then take with thee one or 1w
more, that in the mouth of tawo or three Wit-
neffes every Word may be eflablifbed. dnd if
be (hall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the
Church ; but if e negleé? to bear the Church,
let bim be unto thee as a Heathen-man and a
Publican. Verily I fay unto you, whatfoever

£ e Jhall bind on Earfb Shall be bound - in

B3 Heaven
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Heaven ; and whatfoever ye fhall lofe on
Earth, fhall be lofed in Heaven.
“ From which Scripture it evidently fol-
loweth,
¢ Firft. That Chrift Jefus intended there
fhould be a certain Order and Method in
his Church, in the Procedure towards {uch
as tranfgrefs.
¢ 2. That he that refufeth to hear T'wo,
1s become more guilty than in refufing
him that firft reproved him alone.
¢ 3. That refufing to hear the Church, or
whole Aflembly, he doth thereby exclude
himfelf from being a Member, and is
juftly judged by his Brethren as an Hea-
then and a Publican. And
¢ Laftly; That the Church, Gathering,
or Aflembly of God’s People, hath Power
to examine and call to account fuch as ap-
pearing to be among them, or owning tEe
fame Faith with them, do tranfgrefs ; and
in cafe of their refufing to hear or repent,
to exclude them their Fellowfhip : and
that God hath a fpecial Regard ‘to the
Senfe and Judgment of his People thus
orderly proceeding, f{o as to hold fuch
bound in Heaven whom they bind on
Earth, and fuch loofed in Heaven whom
they loofe on Earth.
¢ Secondly, that the Apoftles and pri-

mitive Chriftians did pra&ife Order and

¢ Government
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Government i1s evident from the firlt
Chapter of the 475, where at the very
firft meeting the Apoftles and: Brethren
held together after the Afcenfion of Chrift,
they began orderly to appoint one to fill
the place of Fudas; and, At vi, we fee,
fo foon as there was opportunity, how
they wifely gave order concerning the Di-
ftribution for the Poor, and appointed
fome men for that purpofe ; and in dif-
ferences occuring, as when the Bufinefs
of Circumcifion fell in, whether it was fit
or not to circumcife the Gentiles, the
Apoftles did not fee meet to fuffer every
one to follow their own minds and wills,
but took another method. It is faid ex-
prefsly, 4¢#s xv. the Apoftles and Elders
came together to confider of this matter ;
and after there had been much difputing
about it, the Apoftles and Elders tcld their
Judgments, and they, with the whole
Church and Brethren, (fee v. 22, 237)
came to a pofitive conclufion, and were
bold to fay, that it feemed good not only
to them but the Holy Ghott.

To thefe may be added a third Argument

from divers Precepts of the Apoftle, as
2 Theff, iii. 6. We command you, Brethren,
in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye
withdraw yourfeles from every Brother that
walketh diforderly. And 1 Cor, v. 11. I have

B 4 Writien
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quritten unito you not to kecp conmipany, if any
man that is called a Brother be a Fornicator
or covetous, or an Idolator, or a Railer, or a
Drunkard, or an -Extortioner, with fuch an
one, no not to eaf. And 1 Cor. v. 5, 13,
That the Inceftuous Perfon fhould be put away
Jrom among them, and delivered unto Satan jfor
the a’eyfrﬂé?m;rz of i Flefh, that the Spirit may
be faved in the day of the Lord Tefus.
¢ From the Premifes it appears, that the
¢ People of God may (and do 'well to) ex-
¢ ercife the like Government upon the like
¢ occafions: For what proved good and
¢ wholefome Cures to the Diftemper of the
¢ Church in former Ages, will not, the very
‘ like Diftemper falling in, prove hurtful
¢ and poifonable. We find, to our great
¢ Grief, that fome walk diforderly ; and muft
¢ not fuch be admonifhed, and withdrawn
¢ from as of old? or is fuch to be the Con-
¢ dition of the Church in thefe latter times,
¢ that all Iniquity muft go unrf:provedP
¢ Mufit it be Heref: y or Opprefiion to watch
¢ over one arother in Love ? to take care
¢ for the Poor ! to fee that there be no
¢ corrupt, no defiled Members of the Body,
¢ and carefully and (_huf’cmnl}r to deal with
¢ them for reﬁmmﬂf them  if pﬁfﬁble, and
¢ for withdrawing fmm them 1if incurable
So far Bﬂrffﬂy
b |
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I proceed next to give fome Account of the
Qualifications that were required in thofe that
were deemed fit perfons to fit and judgeinthe
Meetings for Diﬁ:{plme above-mentioned.

Now I find it to be the declared and una-
nimous Senfe of the Elders, that as thefe
Meetings were firft fet up by the fame holy
Spirit and Power by which the Miniftry was
alfo raifed, fo muft they be upheld and main-
tained by no other means, fo that as it was
the Counfel of Terbro to Mofes, recorded in
Exod. xviii. that he fhould chufe out of
the people, to his affiftance for Judges and
Rulers, men fearing God and bating Covetouf-
nefs 5 the fame Qualifications are allo ftrongly
recommended as neceffary to the Members
of their Meetings for Difcipline, and that
fome degree of the influence of the holy Spi-
rit thould be waited for, to {feafon their minds
in their Deliberations upon thofe weighty
matters that come before them.

Let us hear the concurrent Senfe of the
Brethren to this purpofe, vzz.

Yearly Meeting Epifile, A.D. 1700. ¢Keep

all your Meetings, as well thofe for good
Order, Charity, and chriftian Difcipline,
as thofe fet apart entirely for the worthip
of God, in his Love, and in the Name,
Power and peaceablﬂ Spirit of his dear Son
Chrift Jefus, which is the alone true Au-
thority of our Meetings.’

L. W L L2 " L] i

1b:d.
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Ihid. A. D. v709. <'Tis only divine Wif-
dom from above that truly qualifies faithful
Elders for Helps in Government in the
Church of Chriit.
Ibid. 1715. ¢ Let none exercife Rule or
Government in the Church as Elders &r
Overfeers, but fuch who are unblameable
in Converfation and Example, free from
Covetoufnefs, Over-reaching, Oppreflion,
¢ Extortion, &c. and of good Report even
© among thofe that are without.’
~ To thefe agree divers Minutes of the
¢ Province-Meeting Books in Ireland ; par-
‘ ticularly, :

Leinfler Province, 4th month 1698, and
3d month 1716. ¢ Covetous, or earthly-
* minded men, or fuch as are not clear of
¢ mvading other mens Properties, or that
¢ indulge Pride in their own Families, ap-
¢ pearing as Members of Men and Wo-
mens Meetings, cannot add any Comfort
¢ to fuch as fit and ac there to God’s Glory,
“ nor ought to be put on Service in the
‘ weighty Affairs of Truth.” Again,

Ibid. 1703, ¢ Tranfgreflors and refractory
¢ perfons fhould fit under Judgment, and not
¢ as Judges in Men and Womens Meetings. *

b T

L2

L T T ] L]

* Thus alfo in the primitive Church regard was had
%o the Qualifications of Deacons, it having been required
that they thould be grave, not double tongued, not given
20 much wine, nor greedy of filthy lucre——-- blamelefs,
suling their children and their own houfes well, &e.
» Timy ik 8, 10, 12,
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Moreover, as thofe Meetings became
eftablithed, and Friends grew in the Ex-
ercife of chriftian Difcipline, it was, in di-
vers places, judged expedient to choofe out
of them perfons of approved Integrity, to
vifit the Families of Friends 4, whofe bufi-
nefs in general feems to have been well

defcribed,

+ Elders well qualified are undoubtedly ufeful Help-
meets to Minifters in the Government of the Church,
and in the performance of divers Offices of Love to the
Members of the fpiritual body. It is true, the word E/lder
in the Writings of the New Teftament was of a larger
extent, and comprehended both their Bifhops or Over-
feers who were to feed the Flock, and other Elders
who were exercifed in the Government of the Church,
ditinét from thofe who laboured in the Word and
Doctrine, as appears from that diftin¢tion, 1 Tim. v. 17.
Let the Elders that rule well, be counted worthy of double
honour, efpecially they who labour in the Waord and Doc-
trine. compared with Aés xx. 17, 28. and 1 Pet. v.
1,°2.—And in the Apoftles days it was deemed neceflar
that Elders thould be ordained in every Church and City,
as appears from the practice of Paul and Barnabas, Aéts
xiv. 23. and Pauls precept, Tifus i. §. confonant
thereunto.

How far the Office of thefe Elders might agree to that
of thofe wpodeddar or Vifiters, taken notice of by Cave in
his Primitive Chriftianity, in the primitive Church, in
each Diocefe, as often mentioned in the antient Canons
and Ats of Councils, *¢ who being tied to no certain
¢ place, were wont to obferve and corret what was
# amifs,” I fhall not take upon me to determine, nor
deem it neceflary fo to do in this place, being well
perfuaded, that the new Commandment of our dearLord
to his Difciples, Love one ansther, comprehends all In-
flances of Love, whether vifiting the Sick, Fatherlefs

and)
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defcribed, in thofe terms which the na-
gure of the thing rendred familiar among
the Brethren, of watching over one another ip
Love.

This Branch of chriftian Difcipline ftill
remains to be exercifed in this Nation, as
well

and Fﬁa’aws, recommended by _‘}"ms, 14. and i. 2%,
or warning the unruly, comforting the feeble-minded,
ﬁpp&rn% }he weak, and being patient towards al:l
1 The

Even other Snmetles, that have been zealous for
z Reformation, have allo ever efteemed the inftitution
of Llders, as Coadjutors to the Minifters or Teachers
neceflary in the chriftian Church, thefe being appointed
to vifit and watch over the Life and Behaviour of every
man of the fame profeffion, as the Deacons were to in-
fpect the neceffities of the Poor and Sick, (See NEaL’s
Hiftory of the Puritans.)

May I add, that even among the Heathens, (who, in
the language of the Apoftle, Romans ii. not having the
Law, do by nature the things contained in the Law, and
are a Law unto themfelves, fhewing the works of the Law
suritien in thetrr Hearts) there are fome traces of an In-
ftitution whereby certain perfons were invefted with a
greater Authority than thofe I here mention ? wiz.
© ¢ The Athenigns had two diftin& Numbers of Men
« called the Gynacofini and Gyneconamii, Thefe were
¢ appointed by the Magiftrates to overlook the Actions
% of the People. The firft was to fee that they appa-
¢ relled and behaved themfelves gravely ; nelgccially
¢ that Women were of modeft behaviour: The other
“¢ was to be prefent at thew T'reats and Feftivals, ta
¢ fee that there was no Excefs nor diforderly Carriage
¢ and in cafe any were found Criminal, they had uII
% power to pwnith them.” PENN’s No Cmfs, ne
Lrowa, ;
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well as divers parts of Great-Britain and
America, tho’ let drop in fome places where
it was fbrmcrly in Practice. But as in my
View it hath been, and ftill is a Service
of Importance, and fuch as well deferves to
be recommended to the Churches, I f(hall
therefore here endeavour to trace out its
Origin, and f{upport the Pradtice, by the
Authority and tender Recommendation of
divers National Aflemblies of this People, as
well as by the Example of many of the
Churches confonant thereunto.

In the Epiftle of the Yzarly Meeting of
London 1708, is the following Recommen=
dation to the monthly Meetings, @iz,

¢ In that a godly Care is growing amons
* Friends, that all things which are unfa-
voury and hurtful might be removed, th&t
{o all, that profefs the Truth with us, may
come up together in the good order of thr
Gofpel ; now, for the fm thering and en-
couraging thereuntc:, it 18 recommended,
that weighty and fenfible Iriends of un-
blameable Converfations be chofen in the
Wifdom of God, to vifit the Families of
Friends in his Love, who are defired to
admonifh and advife in the peaceable Spi-
rit of Truth, as occafion may be feen.”
The fame Advice is repeated, A4..D. 1720,
- and in Manufcript in 1733, and in the print
‘Epiftle in 1751,

- om W N o R R W AR

This
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This Inftitution of Elders, to vifit the Fu-
smilies of Friends, did not however derive its
Origin (tho’ it received Confirmation) from
thofe Advices of the Yearly Meeting, but
was a Practice prior to thofe Advices, into
which Trath and the Love of it had led the
Brethren, and which was in thefe Advices
recommended from the experienced Advan-
tages of it. For in the Epiftle from the
RQuarterly Meeting in Lancafhire, to the Yearly
Meeting in 1701, and 1707, it is fignified
that ¢ care is taken in wvifiting Friends Families
as likewife from Weftmorland in their Epiftle
of the fame Date, and in 1706 ; and I found,
on confulting the Epiftles, from the feveral
Counties where Friends were fettled, to the.
Yearly Meeting in London, that they gene-
rally were, or had been at fome time or
other, more or lefs in the pralice of this
branch of Church-Difcipline ; particularly
in Lincolnfbire * A. D. 1704 5 Norfolk, 1705;
Chefbire, 1706 ; North and South-W ales, 1710;
Cumberland, 1711 ; Dorfetfbire, 1712 and
1716 5 Buckinghamfhire, 1713 ; Staffordfbire,
1714 and 1717 ; Herefordfhire, 1726 and
17275 Glouceflerhire and feveral other Coun-
ties, 1734 and 1735 ; and London *, in

| 1704,

/% ® T am far from maintaining that this Inflitution
i eflential to the Being of a chriftian Church, or that
Appointments made unto this Service by man will avail,

unlefs God at the fame time, in fome meafure, anoint---
G
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1704, 1708, and 1709 ; from whence we
have the following Teftimony concerning
the Encouragement they met with in the
difcharge of this Service. ¢ A Concern is
¢ upon fome in wvifiting of Families, which
¢ hath had good effe&, the Lord owning
¢ their Service therein.’” The like Account
is repeated in 1713 ; and indeed I found
that meoft of the Counties concurred in
teftifying their Approbation of the Pratice,
their Satisfa¢tion and Comfort in the Per-
formance of it, and the good effeéts of it as
found by Experience.

The Friends of Ireland were not behind
their Brethren in England in the difcharge
of this weighty Service ; for I find in their
Records fome mention made of wifiting
Friends {o early as 1687, and in the year

1092,

but this I may without rathnefs affirm, that where the
Love of God prevails, that of the Brethren follows, and
confequently a readinefs to ferve and promote the wel-
fare of each other, according to our feveral Capacities
and Opportunities : But where Self-love prevails, thefe
noble Sentiments are extinguifhed ; and whereas it is
poflible that divers of the Churches here mentioned may
have fallen into a total Difufe of the Practice here treated
of, let thofe that are concerned remember, that it is no
new thing for Churches that have been duly called and
eftablifhed, to fuffer lofs in divers refpeéts, as may be feen
in feveral of the feven Churches of 4/ia, particularly that
of Laodicea, which is taxed with Lukewarmnefs, and
that of Ephefus, which, notwithftanding its Labour and
Patience, is pronounced to have left its fir/f Love. See
Rev, chap. i and iii,
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1692 there was a general, folemn Appoint-
ment of Friends unto this Office.

Thefe Vifiters being appointed by the
Monthly Meetings, whereof they were Mem-
bers, commonly performed their Vifit to
the feveral Families within the limits of
their refpective Meetings once a year, or
oftener, as occafion might require, and re-
turned an account of their Labours to the
Meeting which conftituted them, and when
they had performed their Vifit, a new No-
mination of perfons was made for this Ser-
vice.

The Qualifications required in thefe men
are thus defcribed, in general terms, in the
Records of the National Meeting at the firft
Inttitution of them, viz. ¢ That they thould
¢ be juft in their Dealings among men, free
¢ from worldly incumbrances, and all com-
¢ ing up in their places to anfwer their high
¢ and honourable calling, according to their
¢ capacities and abilities.” * And the general

Tenor of their Commiiflion is thus defcribed.
¢ That

* Thus the primitive Elders or Overfeers were to be
blamelefs, Hufbands of one wife, baving faithful children,
not accufed of riot, or unruly, not felf-willed, not foon
angry, not given to wine, no [ftrikers, not given unte
filthy lucre, but lovers of Hofpitality, lovers of good men,
fober, juf?, holy, temperate, and holding faff the faithful
Werd as they bad been taught. ‘Tit. 1. 5,0, 7, 859,
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* That Friends might be cautioned againit
running into any Excefs; or Extreme in
Trading or Farming ; that they might be
kept out of airynefs in Deportiment, and
multiplicity of words in Bargaining, Ruy-
ing or Selling ; and Superfluity in Apparel,

Furniture or Houfhold-ftuff.
They were not however reftrited to
thefe particulars only ; but, in the courfe of
their Exercife in this weighty Service, were
led to many other neceflary fubje&s of Couna
{fel and Admonition ; ‘ and indeed the Zeal
and Vigilance of the Brethren in Ireland, in
this branch of Difcipline, was truly memo-
rable, of which Ithink it well worth while to
give a thort Specimen from the Writings of an
experienced Elder -, and other Records. vzz.
Firft of all, they that were chofen for
Vifiters, met together, and dfter waiting for
a time in filence upon the Lord, any one,
as he found it upon his mind, fpoke what
appeared to him fuitable to the occafion, and
every one in a tender, brotherly manner
{ubmitted himfelf to the examination of his
Brethren, viz. how far each one ftood clear
himfelf with refpe¢t to thofe things con-
cerning which he was about to advife others.
~ Such Examination being premifed, they
thus proceeded in their Vifits : When they
C came

s A N A A e

t Fofeph Pike, in an Epiftle to the National Meeting,
publithed in Dublin, A. D, 1726,
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came to a Family, they fat down with them;
and firft waited a while upon the Lord, and
then, as it arofe upon the minds of any;
Advice was given them f{fuitable to their re=
fpeGtive States and Conditions ; fometimes
to all the Family together; and fometimes
to particular perfons apart, as they faw oc«
cafion, particularly and principally directing
them to the Witnefs of God, and Gift of his
holy Spirit in themfelves, as that by which
alone they could grow in Truth, and wit~
nefs their Hearts cleanfed, which would
work an effeGtual Regulation in their out-
ward Demeanour ; and then they proceeded
to the mention of fome Inftances of this, as
occafion offered, and recommended to their
obfervation the particular Minutes or Ad-
vices which had been given forth from
Meetings : But more particularly,

In thefe Family-vifits, Friends were ex-
horted to Diligence in the Worfbip of Al-
mighty God, and a zealous attendance of
the Meetings appointed for that purpofe;
both on the firft days and on other days of
. the week ; and not only {o, but to a fervent
Exercife of Spirit in thofe Meetings ; and
Parents, Mafters and Miftrefles of Families
were advifed to encourage their Children
and Servants in this religious Exercife.
~ They were alfo feverally advifed to an-
fwer the high and holy Calling of the Lord,
in coming up in their Services in the

Church,
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Church, according to the Underftanding
received, and Ability of Body and Subftance.

Next, as to Trading and Dealing, ~mvu-ms
That none might involve themfelves in
the Cares and Incumbrances of the World,
{0 as to be hindred from ferving the Lord
with that freedom of Spirit which becomes
a People called by his name. Alfo, that
none profefling Truth and Righteoufnefs
might run into Debts, or contra& great
Trades beyond the bounds of Moderation,
or their Capacities to manage---- that they
thould be punctual in keeping their Words
and Promifes----that they fhould be circum-
fpect in their Lives and Converfations at all
times ;---- avoid unneceflary frequenting of
Ale-houfes and Taverns, and fathioning
themfelves according to the vain, unfettled
cuftoms of the World, whether in Apparel
or Houfe-furniture. Laftly, the good Edu-
cation of Youth was ftrongly recommended
to Parents, particularly in Plainnefs of Habit
and Speech, honeft Labour, and fuitable
Trades and Employments; and that they
fhould reftrain them as much as in their
power from all unfit Liberties in Recrea~
tions, and thofe hurtful Pleafures that Youth
1s inclined unto.

Nor was all this Labour fruitlefs; for
Friends of all the three Provinces teftified
both the Comfort they felt in the perfor-

Ca2 mance
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mance of this Service, and their Encous
ragement to perfevere in it, from the good
effects of it. |

Is not this an Evidence of God’s tender,
providential care over his Church, that he
thould raife up not only Minifters, but other
Elders alfo and Overfeers, who might be
Helps to each other, and co-operate by pub-
lick and general Exhortations and Applica-
tions to particular perfons, to edify the body
in FEove, and preferve it from all things
hurtful and unfavoury? And

Doth it not alfo hence appear, that this
People is not that confufed Society which
fome would reprefent it to be, but truly an
orderly Body, confifting of Chrift the Head,
and a due Subordination of Members, as
Elders, Deacons, and I might add Bifkops ;
not indeed Lords {piritual, according to the
modern Corruption, but /laborious Over/feers,
according to the Senfe and Pattern of the
New Teftament.

N. B. The curious Reader may fee more
at large a Specimen of the Sentiments of the
Elders, in a general Account of the chief
Subjects of Church-Difcipline, in an Epiftle
from a Province Meeting held at Limerick,
A.D. 1672, publifhed in the Hiftory of the
Rife and Progrefs of the People called
Quakers in Jreland, which, as being adapted
more particularly to this People, is here
omitted.

Of
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Of their PieTv,

C.H ang, | I,

Thetr Zeal for the Worflip of Almighty God,
Their beavenly Difpofition of Mind and Con-
tempt of the World, Their method of treat-
ing with fuch as erred in points of Fuaith,
Two Digreffions, the firft exhibiting the true
grounds of their Oppofition to Tythes, and
their Cenfyre of fuch of their Profeffin as
pay them : The fecond, their Condult towards
their own Miniflers, and the Difcipline to
which thefe are fubject.

S I purpofe to give a diftin& Account

of the feveral matters which fell

under the Cognizance of the Meetings for

Difcipline, I fhall begin with their Zeal for
the Worthip of Almighty God,

This People, though they are not fond of
multiplying Forms nor have any ftated, pub-
lick Morning and Eyening Prayers ¥, are,
however, fenfible of the Advantage and Ne-
ceflity of the great Duty of Prayer, and divers
Adbvices for the performance of religious Du-

£3 ties

* But were [ to affirm that they had no ftated, private
morning or evening Prayers, I fhould wrong fome of
them : and Evening Mectings for Worfhip have been
{requently held, as Opportunity favoured.
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ties in Families, as Reading the Scriptures,
pious Conferences and waiting on God for
the influence of that good Spirit which
teaches us our Wants and what to pray for,
have been from time to time tenderly recom-
mended as very profitable : But that there
thould be certain ftated Times and Places
for publick Worthip hath been not only
judged neceflary, but if any were obferved
to be remifs in attending the Meetings ap-
Pointed for that purpofe, whether on Firft
days, whereon even the Laws of the Land
prohibit us from tranfacting our worldly
Affairs, or on thofe other days of the week
fet apart for that end, I find frequent Entries
in their Monthly-meeting Books of the
Names of fuch as were fo deficient, with a
Deputation of Perfons, by the Authority of
the Meeting, to exhort them to more Dili-
gence.

They likewife fometimes called on one
another to know whether they forwarded
their Children, Servants and Apprentices to
Week-day Meetings: Nor was the empty
Formality of a bare attendance on thofe
Meetings the only object of their Care, but
a proper and devout Behaviour therein ;
for I find upon record Nominations of par-
ticular Perfons to admonifh fuch as may
be overtaken with Drowfinefs in Meetings ;
and it is a Recommendation from a certain

Provincial
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Provincial Meeting held in the year 1704;
that all be advifed, not to concern them-
{felves in difcourfin g of worldly matters,
cither immediately before or after religious
Meetings. '

The Yearly Meeting of London frequently
takes this Subject of the neglect of publick
Worthip into their Cognizance, and imputes
the caufe of it to an earthly Spirit, or- an
inordinate Love of the World; and in a
National Meeting held in Dublin in the year
1691, ¢ Friends are defired not to travel
upon the firft day of the Week about their
» worldly occafions, fo as to be hindred from
coming to Meetings to worthip Ged, fuch
¢ a Practice being unprofitable to themfelves
and offenfive to others.
I {hall conclude my account of their Zeal
and Conftancy in the performance of divine
Worthip, by a tranfcript of a memorable
Minute of the Yzarly Meeting of Londom,
A.D, 1673, viz. ' '

¢ It hath been our Care and Pra&ice from
¢ the beginning, that an open Teftimony
¢ for the Lord fhould be born, and a publick
Standard for Truth and Righteoufnefs up-
¢ held in the Power and Spirit of God, by
¢ our open and known Meetings, againft the
¢ Spirit of Perfecution that in all Ages hath
G
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fought to lay wafte God’s Heritage, and
that only through Faithfulnefs, Conftancy
| C 4 ¢ and
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¢ and Patience, Vitory hath been and is
¢ obtained : So it is our Advice and Judg-
¢ ment that all Friends gathered in the name
¢ of Jefus keep up thefe publick Teftimo-
nies in their refpective places, and not
¢ Decline, Forfake or Remove their publick
¢ Affemblies becaufe of times of Suffering,
¢ as worldly, politick and fearful Profeffors
¢ have done, becaufe of Informers or the
¢ like Perfecutors ; for fuch Praices are not
¢ confiftent with the nobility of Truth, and
¢ therefore not to be owned in the Church
¢ of Chrift.” *

Whilft T am upon this Head relating to
the Duties of the firft Table, it may not be
foreign to the purpofe to give fome Speci-
mens of the beavenly Difpofition of mind and
contempt of the World, which was confpi-
cuous among the Brethren in the Morning
of the Day in this Nation.

It is well known that this People hath
been always diftinguifhed by a peculiar Plain-
nefs of Apparel, and zealous in retrenching
Superfluities in that refpect ; as alfo upon fe-
veral occafions in Eating and Drinking ; but

it

% Thus Daniel, even whilft a Captive in a flrange
land, did not forbear to pray and give thanks to his
God, three times a day, whilft the Windows of his
Chamber were open towards Ferufalem, notwithftanding
the Decree of Darius to the contrary, the fevere penalty
annexed, and the vigilance of Informers to betray him.
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it is not fo well known (and therefore I hold
it incumbent on me to thew) that their
Zeal and Care over one another was alfo
extended to a Superfluity of another kind,
viz. the inordinate purfutt of the Riches and
Grandeur of this World.

Now I find it to have been one of the ex-
prefs Queries, to be anfwered from feveral
of the Monthly to the more General Meet-
ings, not only in Ireland, but in England
allo, Whether Friends be too much encumbered
with the cares of this Life, and eager purfuit
of Rickes and worldly Greatnefs, [o as to hinder
their Growtbh in the Truth, and the Service of
2¢2 And that particular perfons have been
admonifhed on this account.

And that this Subje¢t of Chriftian-Difci-
pline did not fubfift merely in Precept, or
as a matter of Speculation only, may be feen
in the Hiftory of the Rife and Progrefs of
this People in Ireland ; particularly in the
remarkable interval of Time between the
years 16go and 1699.

I muft indeed own that the Society, efpe-
cially in later times, hath not been exempt
from fome Members of a Pharifaical turn of
mind, who have fthewn a great fervour
of Zeal againft Superfluities in Apparel and
Furniture, whilft they have connived, or at
leaft have beheld with a difproportionate
degree of Concern, another Evil, equally,

not
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not ta fay more, grofs, wz. Cavetoufnefs,
or Superfluity and Extravagance in Trad-
ing or Farming ; but this hath happened
both for want of their being poffefled of the
genuine Spirit of uniform, chriftian Mode-
ration, as well as of a due Attendance ta
the declared Senfe of our Elder Brethren in
this matter, which in the year 1696, at their
National Meeting, is thus exprefled : ¢ Many
¢ Elders and Brethren being fenfible that
¢ there is a Spirit which ftrives mightily to
break in among Friends, to draw them
into the Cares and Cumbers of this
World, and the Riches and Heighth
thereof, as Tares and Thorns to choak
all that's good, and lay God’s Heritage
wafte, furfeit the mind, and darken the
fpiritual Eye from the right underftanding
of the things appertaining to God’s King-
dom, and mens affurance of their future
Happinefs, many faithful Warnings were
given to Friends to beware of that Spirit
¢ that leads men into the things of this
¢ World beyond the bounds of Food and
¢ Raiment, and f{uch neceflaries as the Lord
¢ knows mankind hath need of.’

And that our Brethren in England did not
deem this matter foreign to the Bufinefs of
Meetings for Difcipline, appears from a Mi-
nute of the Yearly Meeting of Londm 1720,

wherein

A A A A A A A A A B A
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wherein Covetoufnefs and baflening to be Rich
in the World, are faid to be pernicious and
growing Evils which ought to be watched
againft, refifted and fupprefled, and the El-
ders are entreated to be watchful againft thefe
Evils, and difcourage them in others : And
accordingly this was one principal objett
of the Care of thofe who were originally
appointed to vifit the Families of Friends, of

whom I have given an account in the pre-
ceding Chapter. *

& Now
_.rill-

* Thefe may be corroborated by certain Minutes of
greater Authority, 7. e. the Precept of our Lord, and
the Exhortation of the Apoftle, viz. Matth. vi. 19,
20. Lay not up for your felves Treafures upon earth,
where moth and rufl doth corrupt, and where Thieves
break through and fleal; but lay up for your felves
Treafures in Heaven, where neither moth nor ruft doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor fleal.
Which is enforced by a ftrong and permanent reafon.in
the fubfequent verfe, viz. for where your Treafure is,
there will your Heart be alfo. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7, 8, 9,
10, 11. Gadlinefs with Contentment is great Gain. For
we brought nothing inte this Warld, and it is certain we
can carry nothing out : and having Food and Raiment let
us be therewith content. But they that will be Rich,
fall into temptation and a fnare, and into many foolifh
and burtful Lufts which drown men in defiruétion and
perdition.  For the Love of Money is the root :a{ all evily.
which while fome coveted after, they have erred from the
faith and pierced rﬁ.egﬁ:!ws through with many Sorrows.
But thou, O man of Gad, fee thefe things, &c. And when
the genuine Spirit of Chriftianity was really prevalent in
the Hearts of its Profeffors, I find that thefe Precepts did

not
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Now this Concern of our Elders remains
as an Evidence of the juft Eftimate they had
of Chriftian Moderation in its due Extent.

They did not indulge themfelves or their
Brethren in the gratification of one Ap-

ctite, whilft they laid reftrictions upon them
n another (like the Pharifees of old, who,
whilft they were exa& in paying Tythes of
Mint, Anife and Cummin, were yet over-
ran with Covetoufnefs and Hypocrify) No ;
but they well knew the neceflity of every
Appetite being fubjected to the holy Limits
that God hath prefcribed ; and, in the Words
of an eminent Elder of this Community ¥,
¢ that the working of the Love of Riches out
¢ of the Hearts of people, is as much the
¢ Bufinefs of the Crofs of Chrift, as the
¢ rooting out of any Sin that man is fallen
¢ into.’

Yet notwithftanding the Juftnefs of this
Care of the Faithful, it might, and fome-
times did, fo happen that fome of the Pro-
feflors of the fame Faith would not fuffer
themfelves to be reftrained from worldly

Incumbrances,

not fubfift in Speculation only ; for CAVE, in his Pri-
mitive Chriftianity, tells us, that ¢ the Primitive Chri-
¢ ftians were not concerned for more Eftate than what
¢ would fupply the neceffities of Nature or the Wants
¢ of others, not follicitous to get or poflefs fuch Reve-
nues as might make them the objelts of mens Fear or
Envy.
* Penn’s No Crofs, no Crown.
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Incumbrances, but were thereby hindered in
their {ervice for Truth, to the Hurt of their
own Souls and the Offence of others; it
therefore may be queried what Penalty was
enjoined on fuch ? To which I anfwer, as
in other parallel cafes, an exclufion from that
clofe degree of Fellowfhip which they
might otherwife enjoy ; and accordingly it
1s the declared fenfe of the aforefaid National
Meeting, 1696, that fuch as thefe fhall nof
be put upon Service in the Affairs of Truth.
Moreover, this Concern of the Elders i
alfo (In my view) no lefs a ftanding E-
vidence of their true Wifdom and Fore-
caft, with regard to the Prefervation of the
fucceeding Generations, which feems to be
exprefled in thofe terms of ¢ laying God's
¢ Heritage wafle ; and indeed that a great
Defolation, in refpe¢t to the Pofterity of
Friends, hath been the natural tendency of
this inordinate purfuit of Riches and Gran-
deur in the Parents, hath been amply ve-
rified by the Obfervation of fucceeding times.
¢ Not all the Perfecutions,” faid a certain e-
minent Elder, ¢ not all the Apoftates, nor
¢ all the open or private Enemies we have
¢ ever had, have done us, as a chriftian
¢ Society, the damage that Riches have done.’
And, in falt, we find fcarce any thing more
frequent than this, that when the laborinué
- an
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and frugal Father has amaffed a great Eftate
and left it to his Children ; thefe grow too
high to ftoop to thofe Singularities and In-
ftances of Self-denial wherein they have
been educated, the Quakers Religion be-
comes a Burthen, is thrown off and changed
for that which is moft in Fafhion.

The Weight and Importance of this Af-
fair was fucﬁ, in the view of the Elders in
the year 1698, that being affembled at a
Province-Meeting at Caftledermot, they made
a folemn Adjournment of the Meeting, con-
fifting both of Men and of ancient concerned
Women, in order to wait on and feek the
Lord for his Aid and Counfel, concerning
the proper Bounds of getting, and the right
ufing the lawful things of this World ; and they
teftify, that the Glory of the Lord covered
their Aflembly and many Hearts were melt-
ed in his Prefence, and that under this in-
Aluence the Perfons conftituting that Meet-
ing, did, by unanimous confent, one by one,
offer themfelves to be fubject to the Province
Meeting, or any Elders appointed by that
Meeting, with regard to their outward Cal-
lings, Holdings, Trading or Dealing among
‘men, if in any thing they fhould be judged
to exceed the Bounds of Moderation.

This was a fingular, free-will Offering
made in the Opennefs of their Hearts upon

this
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this folemn occafion *, an inftance of great
Simplicity and great Confidence one in
another, fuch as, I doubt, is hardly to be
met with at this day. I do not indeed find
that they enjoined unto their Brethren the
fame Subjection of themfelves to a Province-
Meeting, but they dtew up an Epiftle from
that Meeting 4 whereof two thoufand were
ordered to be printed for a general Service,
wherein they do pathetically fet forth the
lively Senfe they had of the great Danger
impending on the Church, in this time of
outward Eafe and Liberty (even a far greater
than attended the time of Perfecution and
Sufferings), from the unbounded defire and
purfuit of Riches and worldly Greatnefs,

, and

* A et higher degree of Contempt of this Worla
{eems to have obtained among the primitive Believers,
who had all in things in common, and fold their Pof-
Jeffions and Goods, and parted them to all men, as every
man had need: Alls ii. 445 45. And perhaps it may
may not be wholly impertinent to defire fuch who may
be difpofed to {light this inftance of heavenly-mindednefs
among the early Brethren, to have recourfe to two In~
ftances of Heathen Philofophers mentioned in Penn’s
No Crofs, no Crown, viz. Antifthenes and Crates, who
“being poflefled of confiderable Eftates, fold and diftributed
them to the Poor, in order to be at leifure for receivin
and %iving Inftruction with regard to the beft and moi%
uifeful, (viz. Moral) Philofophy tending to the Regulation
of the Manners of Men and promotion of Virtue.

t See the Epiftle, &¢. in the Hiftory of the Rife and
Progrefs of the People called Quakers in Ir¢land, Page
1885 e,



(48 )

and that now, though Friends might juftiy
be fuppofed to be generally free from the
grofs Corruptions and Vices that prevailed
in the World, the Enemy lays his Snares in
the lawful things, tempting to the purfuit
thereof beyond the Bounds of Truth and
the Ufe for which they were given of God,
mn order to captivate their Souls and hinder
them from running the chriftian Race with
Freedom of Spirit, and from fhining, as
they ought to do, as Lights of the World,
and Patterns of true Self-denial and chriftian

Moderation. .
To this Epiftle is fubjoined a Poftfcript
y William Edmundfon, importing, that ¢ at
¢ the firft, when the Lord called and ga-~
thered thém to be a People, he opened
their Underftandings not only to fee the
exceeding finfulnefs of Sin, and the
Wickednefs that was in the World, (but
the Abufe of the goodly and lawful things
of the World) and the troubles, tempta-
tions and dangers attending them ; and
that then#® great Trading became to them
a Burthen, and great Concerns a great
Trouble, which they were careful to caft
off, and to reduce their Affairs to fuch a
compafs, that, not being chargeable to
others, they might be ready to run the
Race that God had fet before them, and
* follow Chrift their Captain under the Di-
¢ {cipline

PR PO A T “ L n A A R L] L]
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¢ fcipline of his holy Crofs and Self-denial.
* Hence {fome of them voluntarily declined
Opportunities they had of getting Riches---
the Glory of the Lord fo affected their
minds that it ftained the Glory of all earth-
ly things,~---and this (continues he) an-
iwered God’s Witnefs in all Confciences,
and gave us great credit among Men.’

Thus much I thought not ufelefs to fpe-
cify of the Care and Vigilance of our elder
Brethren, with regard to this Evil of Co-
vetoufnefs, an Evil fo dangerous, that our
Lord thought meet to give a redoubled cau-
tion againft it, viz. Take beed, and beware of
Covetoufnefs. Luke xii. 15. An Evil, tho’ fre-
quently difguifed under the cloaks of Tem-
perance, Induftry and Frugality, ti]net en-
grofling the Affetions as much as the Luft
of the Flefh or other more infamous Sins,
and as effectually excluding from the King-
dom of God, if we may believe the Doé&rine
of the Apoftle *, compared with that of our
Lord himfelf in the Parable of the Seed
fown, which was as certainly choaked among
the Briars and Thorns, and hindred from
bringing forth Fruit to perfection, as that

which was loft on the Highway and ftony
Ground,

= o=y = oy a oy

D | I pro-

* 1 Cor, vi. 10,
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1 pmcced next to confider their Method
of treating with fuch as erred in ponts of
Faith.

Now I do not find that this People hath
ever {o far eftablithed any Articles of Faith,
except thofe contained in the Scriptures of
the Old and New Teftament, as to require
a profefled Affent to them as a neceffary
term of Communion, having deemed thofe
contained in the Holy Scriptures {ufficient,
and ever paid a great veneration to their Au-
thority; but the multiplicity of Creeds they
diflike, as a Bone of Contention, and ChODfE
rather to follow the example of the Chri-
ftians of the firft Ages, whofe Creed, as Dr.
Cave tells us, was fhort and ﬁmpiﬂ their
Faith lying then not fo much in nice and
numerous Articles as in 2 good and holy
Life.

Accordingly, the ordinary Subjets of their
Church Cenfures are much more frequently
Unfaithfulnefs in Life, or vicious Practices,
than Errors in Speculatlﬂn but yet, if any
did notoriouily depart from the Faith pro-
fefled by the Body, and propagate hurtful
Opinions contrary to the plain Doétrines of
the Holy Scrlptures, thele, after chriftian
Endeavours to convince and reclaim them
proving fruitlefs, were cenfured, and ex-
cluded their Fellowfhip and Communion by
a Teftimony publithed againft them.

Thus
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Thus in the early times they had much
Exercife with, and did publickly cenfure
{ome who were corrupted by the erroneous
and blafphemous Opinions of Muggleton :
Again, I find a Record of a certain Perfon
being admonifhed concerning his Belief that
the Soul of Man died with the Body, and that
there was no jfuture Reward nor Punifbment,
Heaven nor Hell, but what is in the Con-
Jeiences of Men 5 which Opinion he own-
ing, and endeavouring to juftify, Friends
laboured with him much, and at length
were conftrained to let him know that ¢ it
“ muft be his unfaithfulnefs to the Lord,
and his Witnefs in his Confcience, that
had been the caufe that his Heart was fo
darkened and hardened as to be given up
to fuch ftrange Delufions; and that, as by
‘ his erroneous Affertions he had made 2
¢ Separation from them and the Principles -
they profefled, unlefs he could become
fenfible of his Errors and condemn them,
Friends muft publifh a Teftimony againft
him, and deny both him and that erro- -
neous Spirit by which he was acted.

[ - #
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DIGRESSION L

Concerning Tythes.

I proceed next to confider a certain ifis
portant Singularity attending this People;
whereby they have been not only diftin<
guifhed from others; but rendered the Ob-
je€ts of the Hatred of the eftablithed Mini=
{try 5 T mean, their refufing to pay TY'THES
Jor Confcience-fake, as believing themfelves
called to bear Teftimony dgainft this Method
of fupporting a chriftian Miniftry, as a Cor=
ruption crept into the Church, which they
have conftantly done,and fometimes through
great Sufferings ; and which altho’ T doubt
not but my annexing to anaccount of their
Zeal and ‘Piety; may appear firainge, and
even offenfive to many ; yet as I have looked
upon their Conduét i this refpect as an in-=
ftance of their tender regard to Chrift Jefus,
as by them coneeived to be the Mediator of
the New Teftament and better Covenant,
and his unchangeable Priefthood caufing a
neceffity of 4 Change of that Law which
enjoined the payment of Tyrhes, according to
Heb. ch. vii. vii and ix. for this reafon I have
inferted the following remarks in this Chap-
ter, exhibiting the f{everal Reafons for this
their Oppofition to Tythes, or other Main-

| tenance
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tenance of a profefled chriftian Miniftry ex-
torted by Force,  ynea]

It may not however be ufelefs to premife
and acknowledge, that this Peaple hath ever
deemed the Reformation from Popery to be
a great Blefling from Providence to thefe
Nations, and are one with the Church of
England in renouncing the Superftition and
Idolatry of that of Rome, and with to fee the
former thoroughly cleanfed from the remain-
ing Drofs and Corruptions of the latter; and
that they do alfo own the Moderation of
many of the prefent Eftablifhment, and their
remotenefs from the perfecuting Spirit of di-
Fcrs of their Predeceflors; and even that
ome of them in their Labours and Writings
have manifefted a chriftian Spirit and done
honour to their Profeflion, whom, notwith-
ftanding their diverfity of Sentiments in fe-
veral cafes, they believe to be Members of
the Catholick Church, and as fuch would
gladly embrace them as chriftian Brethren
and Sheep of the fame Paftor, tho’ not of
the fame Fold, many of wham are undoubt-
edly fenfible of the deficiency of the Re-
formation, and heartily with it might be car-
ried on tq greater degrees of Perfection.

Notwithftanding all this, they both were
and are firmly perfuaded, that the receiving
or paying Tyzbes under the Gofpel Difpenfa-
tion is condemnable on fevesal Accounts, viz,

D 2 E}ﬂx
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Firft, becaufe the Gofpel is a Promul-
gation of Liberty from all Jewith Yokes of
Bondage ; Tythes being a part of the Jewifh,
Ceremonial Law abolifthed by Chrift, as ap-
pears from their being prefcribed to be of-
fered as an Heave-gffering to the Lord, as was
alfo the Tenth of the Tythe which was to be
given by the Levites to the Priefls. Numb.
xviii .24, 26, 27, 28. and moreover, Tythes
were alfo given not only to the Levites
and Priefls, as a Reward for their continual
attendance and fervice in the Tabernacle of
the Congregation, and in licu of, or in com-
penfation for their part or fhare in the Land
of Canaan, which they were hereupon ex-
prefsly cut off from, Numb. xviii, 20, 2 1
24. but for the Support of the Stranger,
the Fatherlefs and the Widow. Deut. xiv.
28, 29. and xxvi. 12. all which bears no
Analogy to the application of our modern
Tythes. However, as the Claim of Tythes
among Chriftians, was fet up on this Foun-
dation, and Tythes were by fome * preached
up as due by that Law which had required
them to be paid to the Levitical Priefthood ,
and fuch a Claim, thus fupported, is, in
cffect, a Denial of Chrift Jefus, his having
put an end to the ceremonial Law of Mofes

by
¥ Ellwoed’s Account of Tythes.
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by his Coming and Death on the Crofs, it
has been pronounced by this People Anti-
chriftian, and the Impofition of it an Anti-
chriftian Yoke. '

2dly. The prefent Impofition and compul-
five Exaction of Tythes, is an Innovation in
Chriftianity, not only not heard of in the
New Teftament, but a Corruption intro-
duced, or at leaft eftablithed in the Night
of Popith Darknefs and Apoftacy.

The Myftery of Iniquity which even in
the Apoftles time, 2 Thef. ii. 7. began to
work, did at length {o far prevail, as to per-
vert the minds of fome profeflfed Chriftians
from the Purity and Simplicity of the Gof-
pel, and even to induce them to form and
model the Church, in many things, according
to the Jewifh Pattern ; and among other
ceremonial parts of the Jewith Religion,
this alfo was introduced ; For I am affured
from good Authority, that no Ufe of Tythes
occurs until about 300 years after Chrift, but
that the Church’s Maintenance was at the
free Benevolence and Contribution of the
People, as Tertullian, Origen, and Cyprian
teftify-----but that * about the Eighth Cer.-
tury Tythes began to be infifted on as the

| 1) 4 Divine

* Father Pauls Treatife of Ecclefiaftical Benefices
and Revenues,
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Divine Right of the Church 4, and f that
there is no Canon of any general Council
before that of Lateran, A. D. 1216. (near
the Midnight of Popith Darknefs) which ei-
ther exprefsly commanded the Payment of
Tythes, or fuppofed them due of common
Right §,----That every one, ’till about the
Twelfth Century, gave his Tythe at his
own pleafure ; but that Pope Innocent I11.
fent his decretal Epiftle to the Bifhop of
Canterbury, ti‘ﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂdgﬁg bim to enjoyn every
man to pay his temporal Goods to thlcl}fe

that

t This Claim however, by the prevalence of the
growing Light of the Reformation, is of late abandoned
to the Shades of the Night from whence it fprung. ¢ In
¢ Truth (fays Father Paul) the Law of Tythes was a
¢ divine Mofaical Law, binding only to the Jewith
¢ People, not a divine, natural Law, nor chriftian, and
¢ confequently binding to no man now. Indeed, the
¢ Legiflature of any Government may enaét the fame
¢¢ Laws with thofe of Ma/es, but they cannot be faid to
“ be as binding, nor to Carry the fame Authority, nor
¢ can they be called Divine, but meerly Civil, Politica!
¢ Laws of the Prince who conftituted themeee- and fo
‘¢ all Right whatfoever of Tythes is meerly human.”
Father Paul, ibid. ch.ii. So -;m’de:z, in his Hiftory of
"Tythes publifhed A. D. 1618, proves them not to be
of divine but human Appointment.

% “ About the year 1170, Alexander 111, ordered Pro-
“¢ ceedings, by Cenfures, to enforce the entire Payment
¢ of Tythes of Mills, Fifheries, Hay, Wool and Bees ;
“ and in the year 1195, Celgffin 111, decreed the Pay-
* ment of Tythes under pain of Excommunication.”
fbid. ch. 28.

§ See Selden, and the Roll of Winton, called Doom-
day Book, cited byPearfon in his great cafe of Tythes.
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that miniftred {piritual things to him, which
was enforced by Ecclefiaftical Cenfures. Af-
terwards King Henry VIII. (a Papift, as were
alfo his Parliament, and as fuch believing
that Tythes were due to God and Holy
Church) made a Law that every one fhould
fet out and pay Tythes. Thus was Law
fubftituted to Gofpel, and Force to that Free-
wzl/ which from the fuperior power of Love
engaging the Hearts ofp Men, was ever {uf-
ficient to fupply the necefiities of a heavenly-
minded Miniftry; but fuch a Method as this
fuited beft the Temper of a carnal and apo-
ftatized one, and fuch an Acquifition, once
eftablithed, was too gainful and agreeable
to fuch men that they fhould be willing
to part with it, tho’ it is certain that {everal
of the moft eminent of the firft Reformers
did alfo, as well as this People, look upon
Tythes as an Innovation and Corruption ;
particularly %fohn Wickliff, who was cenfured
for this, among feveral other Articles he
held, vzz. that Tythes are pure Alms; and
one, among other Truths, for which Walter
Brute, in King Richard the IId’s time, did
contend, was, That Tythes are not due by
the Law of Mofes, nor the Law of Chrift, but
by the Tradition of men only. And 4. D,
1407, William Thorpe preached publickly,
that Priefts have no Title to Tythes: and
about the fame time, the Reformation taking

place
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place among the Bobemians, who followed
the Sentiments of thofe two eminent Refor-
mers fobn Hus and Ferom of Prague, they
laid open the Corruptions of the Popith
Clergy in feveral Articles; among which
are Covetgufnefs and receiving of Tythes.

See Fox’s A&s and Monuments.
3dly. Becaufe the Payment of Tythes is
not neceflary to the Being and Support of a
chriftian Miniftry, and confequently is a
Grievance on the People. This is partly
2 confequence of the preceding Argument,
from which it is evident, that the Gafpel-
Minifters in the firft and pureft Ages of
Chriftianity, even when their Labours were
more effeGtual than of later times, to the
Converfion of Souls, were fupported without
this Taxation, and whatfoever was given
them was meerly free and voluntary: And
it is confirmed by the happy Experience of
later Ages, blefled with the glorious Dawn
and Revival of long eclipfed Gofpel-Light,
that the Holy Ghoft hath not forfaken the
chriftian Church, nor Chrift broken his Pro-
mife of being with his Difciples always, even
to the end of the World, but ftill attends his
humble, depending Children, and as their
{piritual Head prepares and furnifhes every
Member to difcharge its refpective Office in
the Church, among the reft infpiring his
Minifters, and carrying them fﬁrdpi m that
. ~ {trength
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ftrength of Divine Love (a Gift of the Holy
Spirit of greater efficacy than any Injunctions
of men) which was to engage Peter of old
to feed the Sheep.

This, I fay, thro’ the Goodnefs of God
and his providential care over his Church,
was experienced by thofe eminent Refor-
mers, the WWaldenfes, who tho’ infulted by
their Adverfaries on the account of their
Teachers, as being Weavers and Coblers,
were not at a lofs to anfwer them, that this
was conformable to the Example of the
Apoftles, Acs xx. 34. Thefe bands, {ays Paul,
have minifired to my Neceffities, as alfo to thofe
that were with me.. '

The Experience alfo of this defpifed
People called Quakers hath been a ftanding
Evidence of this Truth, amongft whom
that there are many endued with the Gift
of Prophefying (in the Apoftolical Senfe,
1 Cor. xiv. 3. He that prophefieth jpeaketh unto
men to Edification, Exhortation and Comfort,)
will be allowed even by thofe of different
Sentiments in other refpefts : And more-
over, that Tythes are far from being effen-
tial to the Support of a chriftian Miniftry is
juftly inferred from even the practice of the
Men of the Eftablithment in feveral Cafes,
ﬁtn fay nothing of the Diffenters of all
inds) particularly from their Maintenance
of their own Curates, and from the Ufage
s B AL gl | °¢
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of feveral particular Towns which enjoy the
privilege of an Exemption from the pay-
ment of Tythes, and fupport their Clergy
at their own free Benevolence, which is alfo
the practice, as T am told, of the whole
Empire of Ryfia * and of feveral Colonies
in America 4, with refpe@ to the Clergy of
the Church of E@Iaﬂﬁhers refiding.

There are yet other weighty Reafons for
which this Peaple confciencioufly refufe
to contribute ta the Maintenance and Sup-
port of the eftablifhed Miniftry, viz.
~ 4zbly, Becaufe it were in effe& an Ac-
knowledgment of the Validity of their Call,
which in reality is but human and worldly,
derived from and fupported by the Arm
and Power of the Flefh.

Next, becaufe they have made a Trade
of Preaching the Gofpel. Againit this Mi-
niftry indeed we are fometimes ready to
cry out for their Negligence of the poor,
dark Natives of this Kingdom, overwhelmed

in

* ¢ No Tythes are paid or exalted in the wide
4 .Ru?/ﬁ:zn Empire ; but they were introduced by the
“¢ craft of the /#¢flern Church long after Chrift. In the
“ Greek Church, wherever diffufed, and in the Eaffern
¢ Churches are no traces of Tythes.” Compare the
ii't}:;llﬂ}ving Note confirming this by a known good Au-

ority.

+ *¢ Hiftory puts it out of all doubt, that T'ythes
were never paid in Afric, nor in the Egf.” Father
Paul, of Ecclefiaftical Benefices and Revenues.
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in the Superitition and Corruptions of Pos
pery : But how can we expect any better
from mercenary men ? As is the Tree, {o
is the Fruit. Far be it from me, however,
to decry them {o univerfally as not to fup-
pole but that many among them are par-
takers of the Gifts of the holy Spirit, and
confciencioufly engaged in the difcharge of
their Duties according to their Underﬁznd-'
ing; butas the Profefiion of Preaching; Pray-
ing, &c. is commonly here entered upon
and exercifed with the fame general Views
and Motives as any meerly human Calling,
wiz. the fupport and aggrandizement of Fa-
milies, we are to expect little but the Fruits
of the Flefh from f{uch a Miniftry ; and ac-
cordingly we find, in fa&, that upon any
Ecclefiaftical Revolutions, fuch Minifters
have proved Advocates not fo much for
Truth as their own Bellies ; and indeed it is
obfervable, that the great Work of the Re-
formation was chiefly conducted by thofe
called Lay-Counfels, and in oppofition to
thofe called The Clergy, who have generally
(fuch is the natural tendency of human
Eftablithments) turned about like Weather-
cocks with the reigning Power. Thus;
when Henry VIII. denied the Supremacy
of the old Head of the Church, called
St. Peter’s Succeffor, they likewife veered
about, and took an Oath acknowledging

i ; their
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their }it}lding their Bihopricks of the King
only. Then in Queen Mary's Days they
generally took an Oath acknowledging again
the. Pope for their fead. In Queen EJi.
Zabeth’s time, the Parliament confirming to
the Queen the title of Supreine Head of the
Church, and an Oath being tendered to
the Bifhops and others who had been Pa-
pifts in Queen Mary’s days, and as many as
refufed to take it being deprived of their
Livings, moft of the inferior beneficed Cler-
gy complying, kept their places, as they had
done through all the Changes of the ‘three
preceding Reigns *. |

Again, in the time of the Long Parliament,
the Common-Prayer being rejefted, and a
Directory for the publick Worthip of God
being fet up, A4. D. 1644, bya Synod fitting
at We mfn;ef', the generality of the Priefts,
rather than quit their Benefices conformed
to that Power likewife; and laftly, when
King Charles 11. came in and re-eftablithed
the Common-Prayer, they revolved again.

Such have been, and fuch ever will be the
genuine Fruits of a human and carnal Mi-
niftry.

There remains yet one reafon more for
this People’s refufing to contribute any thing
towards the Support of the eftablithed Mi-
niftry, vzz. their fetting up a fpiritual Mo-

nopoly
¥ See Neal’s Hiftory of the Puritans.
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nopoly and Tyranny over their chriftian
Brethren, not only in excluding thofe they
call the Laity from their Convocations, con-
trary to the facred, inherent and inviolable
Rights of Brethren, the Example of the
Scripture; and the Ufage of the chriftian
Churches and Synods until Popery enor-
moully prevailed, but likewife in affuming
to themfelves the fole Right of teaching in
the Congregations of Chriftians, forbidding
every other perfon whatfoever, be he ever
fo well qualified as to thofe Gifts of the
Holy Ghoft which were required in the
primitive; chriftian Bithop, 1 Tim. 3. from
Preaching or exercifing the Office of a Bi-
thop in the chriftian Church:

- This, Ifay, according to the Sentiments
of this People, is an antichriftian Ufurpation
and Breach of Gofpel-Liberty, and contrary
to the pra&ice of holy Men recorded in
the O/d and New ‘I‘qf;::?ﬁf?zf. For in the
primitive Church, 1 Cor. xiv. 31. Al might
prophefy (L. e. [peak to Edification, Exhortation
and Comfort. See verfe 3. of the fame chap-
ter,) one by one, that all might learn and all
might be comforted. Nor were Mechanicks,
Hufbandmen, &¢. excluded from this Office,
for Paul was a Tentmaker, Peter and Fobn
were Fifhermen,----- and, under the old
Teftament, Mofes, Facob and David were
keepers of Sheep, Elfha a Plowman, and

wImas
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«ios a Herdfman, and might be looked upon
as Lay-people by the Priefts of their feveral
Ages, asare alfo thofe upon whom it hath
pleafed God, in thefe latter days of the frefh
Dawn of Evangelical Light and Liberty to
pour forth the Spirit of Prophecy, or Gift of
fpeaking to Edification, Exhortation, and
- Comfort.

Behold the Sentiments of this People
with regard to a truly Gofpel-Miniftry, and
that which is merely of Man’s Appointment,
and the Tythes eftablithed for its Support,
which they have always deemed a Jewith
and antichriftian Yoke of Oppreffion, againft
which they were called to bear Teftimony ;
and accordingly, if any of this Profeflion were
found to be concerned in either paying or
receiving Tythes, they were deemed un-
faithful, and proper Subjetts for Admoni-
tion, unworthy to fit in the Meetings ap-
pointed for Church-Difcipline, and liable to
further Cenfure if they fhould, notwith-
ftanding the due exercife of Tendernefs and
brotherly kindnefs towards them, perfift in
their Oppofition : for a more particular ac-
count of which, fee the Chapter of their
Church-Cenfures.

DIGRE S-
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DIGRESSION IL
Concerning their Miniftry.

It thould feem proper, in this place, to
confider the Call and Qualifications of thofe
who are to be allowed to exercife the mi- °
nifterial Office among Chriftians, according
to the Sentiments of this People ; but as this
is a point rather of Doctrine than Difcipline,
I fhall refer my Reader, for the difcuffion
of it, to Barclay and others, and only give
an account, in this place; of the Difcipline
to which the Minifters among them are
fubject.

Their Minifters then, although, accordin g
to the Apoftle’s advice 1 Tim: v. 17. they
are efteemed worthy of double Honour, yet
do not, as among fome others, exercife a
Lordthip over their Brethren, nor deem
them{elves to be of a2 Clafs or Order {o far
above other men, as not to need the affiftance
of their Brethren, or to be unaccountable to
them for their Condu&, but do willingly
own themfelves alfo to be proper Objects of
the Church’s Care and as fuch refponfible
to them in the following important parti-
culars, whereof an account is required to be

E returned
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returned to the Quarterly Meetings, w7g. *
1. How are miniftring Friends in Love
and Unity one with another, and with
faithful Brethren in their own Meeting. 4
2. Do none of them travel abroad, in the
Work of the Miniftry, without a Certificate

from their own Monthly Meeting ?
3. Do they give way to each othery and
to Strangers, in the Exercife of their Gifts ?
4. Do none overcharge themfelves with
Bufinefs to theHindrance of their Service ? I
5. Are

* In this Nation a faithful Friend or two recom-
mended by each particular Meeting is chofen or approved
of by the Province-Meeting, in order to infpect the con-
duét of each particular Meeting, in relation to Worfhip
and the Exercife of thé Miniftry, that they may give
Advice or Admonition as occafion may. require. The
like praftice was alfo recommended from the Yearly
Meeting of Londen, in the yeaf 1727:

+ ¢ Let Minifters have it very much at heart to main-
¢ tain a perfe¢t Harmony and good underftanding with
¢ the Monthly Meeting to which they belong.” Epiftle
from London, 1731.

¢ Let them be cautious of being prevailed on to. be
¢ concerned as Referees in matters of Difference.” Year-
ly Meeting Minute 1697, and National Meeting of
Dublin 1724.

¢ Let them beware of intermeddling as Bufy-bodies in
¢ Family or perfonal Affairs, in which they are not re-
¢ quired or concerned to be affifting:” And ©of giving
¢ ear to or fpreading Reports tending to raife a difefteem
¢ of the Brotherhood.” Epiftle from Londoz 1731.

1 T'he chriftian Soldier ought not to entangle himfelf

with the Affairs of this Life. 2. Tim. il 3. 4.
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%: Are they found in their Miniftry ? *
6. Do any of them burthen their Hearers
with Words without Life ? 4
7- Do they adorn their Do&rine by a
fuitable Conduc¢t and Converfation, as good
Examples in all refpeéts? } |
E 2 Thefe

* ¢ Let them be cautioried againft Mifquotations and
¢ Mifapplications of Scripture, and to this purpofe they
¢ are advifed to be converfant in reading the Holy Scrip-
¢ tures.” Yearly Meeting 1728. To this agrees the
Apoftle’s Advice to Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 13 ¥4, IS,
Give attendance to Reading———Negle/F not the Gift that
15 in thee=smeditate on thefe things ; give thy ﬁf{:wéaf{y
to them, that thy Profiting may appear to all. To this
may be fubjoined certain Cautions relating to a de-
cency of Demeanour in the exercife of their Gifts, viz.
¢ Let Monthly and Quarterly Meetings caution Mini=
¢ fters againft all indecent Poftures and Geftures, and
¢ unintelligible Sounds and Tones.” Epiftle from the
Yearly Meeting of London 1728. To this agrees a like
Caution from the National eeting of Dublin 1693,
againft ¢ Singing in Preaching, as working rather on
¢ the Paffions than Underﬁtam%ing.’

+ This People maintaineth, that the Words of Gof-
pel-Minifters are animated by the Divine Spirit, which
feems to be reprefented by that Sz/¢ which was to feafon
all their Offerings formerly, Lewvit. ii 1 3. and that with-
out this, even the moft elegant Speeches are but infipid
and unprofitable.

1 Two fpecial Cautions, it may not perhaps be ufe-
lefs to fubioin here, wiz. The F{'?ﬂ, from a Natisnal
Meeting in the year 1699. ¢ That they fhould be cau-
“ tious how they deport themfelves towards diforderly
¢ perfons who do not fubmit to the Advice of Friends,
¢ left by an imprudent Intimacy they might ftrengthen
* and encourage fuch.” The Second, from the National
Meeting in Dublin 1713. ¢ That they thould not treat
¢ with any on account of Marriage, whilft travelling in
“ the Lord’s Service.’
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Thefe are the Queries relating to the
Minifters among them, which are required
to be an{wered to the Quarterly Meetings ;
and it in any of thefe Inftances, refpecting
either DoClrine or Converfation, any Mi-
nifter fhould prove diforderly, he is liable to
be admonifthed ; and if after due chriftian
treatment with him he fhall perfift, fo as to
bring Reproach on the Profeffion, to be cen-
fured and filenced, or even denied by the
Monthly Meeting to which he belongs.

I fhall conclude with one fhort Obferva-
tion more, (being willing to prefent my
Reader, at one View, with the feveral Hints
and Advices tending to the Help and Edi-
fication of the Miniftry, which at prefent
are difperfed in various Manulcripts) vzz.
that as in a well-conftituted Church the
Minifters and Elders are a mutual help and
comfort to each other, fo thefe latter have
fometimes thought it to be a matter not alto-
gether out of their Province, to ftir up Mi-
nifters to Diligence in the Exercife of their
Gifts. -

To this purpofe the 2%zarly Meeting of
London 1695 thus accofteth their Brethren
of the Miniftry; ¢ This Meeting defires
¢ and hopes that you, whom the Lord hath
¢ gifted with a public Teftimony for his
¢ Name and Truth, will, in this day of Li-
¢ berty, be diligent to vifit the HeritageG ' cg'

_ ¢ Qo
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¢ God in their Meetings, and more efpe-
¢ cially thofe leaft frequented” To this
agrees the Senfe of the Brethren affembled
n their National Meeting in Dublin 1693,
which is thus exprefled. ¢ Miniftring Friends
qualified to preach the Gofpel are to be
ftirred up, or encouraged to vifit peopie
in places where there is a Difpofition to
hear Truth declared ; and to this purpofe
it is required, that Accounts be returned
to the National Meeting where fuch a Dif-
pofition appears *.’

"

o

L]

L]

Lot

* To thefe Advices agreeth that of the Apoftle, per-
haps on a not unlike occafion, Col. iv. 17. Say to Ar-
chippus, Take heed to the Miniftry which thou haft
received in the Laord, that thou fulfil i1,

E 3 CHAR
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Of their CHag1TY.

CHAP. IIL

Their Love of one another exemplificd in an
account of their feveral Meetings for Con-
Jerence, beld feverally with the Elders and with
the Youth. The Education of Youth ever an
Object of the Church’s Care. Of the Meet-
ings of Minifters and Elders. Of their Pro-
wvinctal Vifits, performed fometimes to each
Monthly Meeting within the Limits of the
?jﬁsﬁfw Province, and [ometimes from one

rovince to another, for mutual Alfiflance
and Edification. Their Care of their own
Poor and Charity to others, both with refpect
to their Bodies and Souls. Their Method of
compofing Differences among one anotber, and
Jorbidding one Brother to go to Law with
another.  Their chriftian Teflimony againft
 the modern Lawyers as well as Priefls,

Proceed next to give fome account of
their religious Obfervance of the Duties
of the fecond Table ; and firft of their Cha-
rity, without which the moft fpecious Pro-
feflions of Piety are vain, It feems indeed
to be the genuine and natural Confequence

of the Love of God himfelf, even as the
Want
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Want of it is an Evidence of the Want of
the Love of God, according to the beloved
Difciple’s way of reafoning, 1 Fobn iv. 20.
for how can he who loves God, hate his
Work ?  Of this then, as it confifts of two
Branches; Firfl, the fervent Charity that
fubfifts between, and is the peculiar Badge
of Chrift’s Difciples, and, fecordly, the Love
of Mankind in general, I am to give fome
mftances among this People.

¢ It, (fays William Penn, in his Account
¢ of their ﬂiﬁc and Progrefs) Loving one
¢ another, and having an intimate Com-
munion in Religion, and conftant care to
¢ meet and worthip God, and help one an-
other, be any mark of primitive Chriftiani-
ty, they had it in an ample manner.’
Nor was this any where more confpicuous
than among the Brethren in Jreland, who,
befides the Meetings peculiarly appointed
tor Divine Worfhip, were remarkably zea-
lous and diligent in the holding of Mectings
of Conference, tending to excite one another
to the pradtice of Virtue in general, as well
as to Faithfulnefs in that peculiar Tefti-
mony which they believed God had called
them to bear againft divers Corrup-
tions that had crept in, among the Pro-
feflors of Chriftianity, and to preferve
the chriftian Reputation of the Socicty, and

E 4 reme
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remove matters of Scandal and Offence out
of the Church.

Of this fort, befides their Men and Wo-
mens Meetings, ordinarily held Monthly,
Quarterly and Yearly, (of which in the firft
Chapter) there were alfo feveral other par-
ticular Meetings for the more effectual Exe-
cution of the good Purpofes above-men-
tioned, which were either held occafionally,
upon any Emergency, or at ftated times. v. g

Whereas many excellent Advices, re-
{pecting the religious and moral Conduc of
Friends, had been from time to time given
forth from National Meetings, which Ad-
vices, in procefs of time, became numerous
and liable to be lefs noticed by lying dif-
perfed, it was thought requifite that they
{hould be collected in a Book in each Quar-
terly Meeting, that they might be either
read every Quarter, or had recourfe to upon
any occafion *, in order to the Revival and
due Execution of them. For this purpofe
Meetings of the Members of Mens Meet-
ings (and fometimes of thefe together
with the Women) were formerly pretty
frequently held in this Nation, ~

Befides thefe, they alfo fometimes held
Meetings of religious Conference, for the
Help and Information of fuch as had not
the Privilege of fitting in their Monthly

Meetings,

* Yearly Meeting, 4, D. 1681 and 1727,
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Meetings, fometimes of the Youth, and
fometimes of thofe of an elder fort; and in
this Nation, fince the year 1726, their
Meetings with the Youth, to this purpofe,
have been recommended to be held every
Quarter. '
And indeed this weighty Affair, of the
Education of Youth, appears, efpecially in
the early times, to have been one principal
Object of the Church’s Care and Concern,
both by a conftant recommendation that Pa-
rents thould inftrut their Children in the
Principles of Chriftianity, inure them to a
frequent Reading of the Holy Seriptures,
and train them up in the way of Truth,
Sobriety, Induftry, Plainnefs of Habit and
Speech, and neceflary Learning, and by a
conftant Enquiry how this Advice was put
in Execution; and there are feveral in-
ftances, in the early Records of the Pro-
ceedings of Mens Meetings, of their admo-
nifhing fuch Parents as had notorioufly neg-
lected their Duty towards their Offspring
in thefe refpects. Agreeable to this, is the
Advice of the Yearly Meeting of Londm,
A. D. 1732, v2z. ¢ Where any deficiency of
¢ this fort (vzz. in Parents or Mafters of
¢ Families) appears, we recommend to
¢ Monthly and Quarterly Meetings that they

“ ftr up thofe concerned to their Duty
¢ therein,’

There
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There were alfo other Meetings of Confe-
rence frequently held, particularly thofe of
Minifters and Elders one with another ;
Eirft at heme more privately, and Jfecondly
with thofe of the fame Station within the
Limits of each Province, where, by a Na-
tional Minute, 4. D. 1694, all Miniftring
Friends, not abroad in Truth’s Service, are
defired to attend once a Quarter at leaft, in
order to confer with each other, and the
Elders, for mutual Help and Edification in
matters relating to their peculiar Stations in
the Church ; for which purpofe is held alfa
a Meeting of Minifters and Elders from the
feveral Provinces of the Kingdom, at the
beginning and conclufion of each National
Meeting.

Another Inftance of the fervency of
Brotherly Love among them was, the V7-
Sitation " of the Families of Friends in each
Meeting, performed by Elders chofen. for
this purpofe, of ‘which having given a large
account in the firft Chapter, I need only
refer thither for it: But befides this, there
were allo fometimes more General Vifits,
called Provincial Vifits, being performed by
Elders chofen by the Province Meeting to
each Monthly Meeting, within the Limits of
the refpective Province, in order to infpect
into and give Advice, in relation to ‘the
Management of Truth’s Affairs in each

Monthly
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Monthly Meeting, that the weak might be
ftrengthened, and all encouraged in the
maintenance and fupport of that wholefome
Difcipline, which divine Providence had
been pleafed to eftablith for the prefervation
of the Churches.
- There are alfo inftances of the Elders of
one Province fometimes vifiting thofe of
another, at their Provincial Meetin gs, for
the fame good Purpofes,*

Their Care to fupply the Neceflities of
their Poor, and that the Offspring of thefe
fhould be duly educated is a well-known
and diftinguifhing branch of their Difcipline,
a Query to this purpofe being conftantly to
be anfwered from the particular to the ge-
neral Meetings : nor is their Charity in this
refpec confined to their own Poor, but ex-
tended to all others. 4

There is yet another Branch of Charity
for which this People hath not been lefs
confpicuous, and that is, what refpets the

| | ~ Souls

* Such a Provincial Vifit from the Brethren of
Leinfler to thofe of Munfler, and of the laft to the firft

was performed 4, D. 1725, and of Leinfler to Ulfter,
A. D. 1746,

+ And this they were the better able to do, when
they acted confiftently with their own Maxims, in re-
trenching Superfluities in Furniture, Apparel, Meats,
Drinks, and avoiding that great Profufion of both Time

and "T'reafure which many others fall into, in vain Re-
creations.
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Souls of Men, not of their Brethren only,
but of Strangers, and even of Mankind 1n
general. Their Zealin doing Good, in this
refpect, appears in thofe Meetings which
even unto this day are frequently held for
the Worthip of God, and fpreading the
Gofpel among Strangers , not only without
Fee or Reward, but oftentimes at confi-
derable Expence. Inftances of this alfo are
thofe circular, Yearly Meetings for the Wor-
fhip of God, which have been held both in
the Northern and Southern Counties of
England, and in Wales, by the Authority of
the 2zarly Meeting of Londom, and lefler
Meetings, for the fame purpofe, fometimes
held at particular Towns and Villages ; Ex-
amples of which kind, indeed, were for-
merly more frequent in this Kingdom than

of late, *
Lattly,

* This alfo is no new thing among Chriftians, al-
though the Mercenaries of our time be Strangers to fuch
Practices : for, in CAVE’s Primitive Chriftianity, I read
that ¢ the primitive Chriftians were eminent in the ex-
¢ ercifes of Mercy and Charity, infinitely follicitous to
¢ fave mens Souls, and recover them out of the Snares
¢ of the Devil, and paths of Ruin, by making them
¢ Chriftians and bringing them over to the knowledge
¢ of the Truth: and that in purfuance of this defign they
¢ fpared neither pains nor coft, nor regarded their own
¢ Eafe nor Safety, but expofed themfelves to any danger
¢ that they might do good to the Souls of Men.——-
¢ And Origen teftifies, that fome of them had peculiarly
¢ undertaken to go up and down in Cities, Towns and
¢ Villages, to bring over others to the truc Religion.”
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Laftly, 'of how great importance they

judged (and how zealous they were to
maintain) Peace and good Harmony, one
among another, appears, Firfl, by the Efta-
blifhment of the following Queries, required,
in divers places, to be anfwered from the
Monthly to the Quarterly Meetings, vzz.

¢ Are Friends in Unity one with another ?
Do they avoid Back-biting, and raifing or
{preading evil Reports of any? and is
care taken to put a {peedy end to all
Differences ¥’

Secondly, Whereas matters of Property are
commonly one principal Ground of Con-
tention among men, it is an eftablithed
Rule among them, that all Difputes on this
head, between one Brother and another, be
referred to the Determination of judicious
and impartial Men chofen among them-
{felves. For Brother to go to Law with Bro-
ther, among them, as it was among the pri-
mitive Chriftians *, is deemed an utter Fault
and Breach of Fellowthip ; and com-
mencing or defending Suits at Law, with-
out urgent neceflity, is forbidden.

This Branch of their Difcipline feems
not unworthy the attention of thofe of other
Denominations in thefe Countries, which

arc

] Lal L "

* 1 Cor, vi.
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are become a Prey, perhaps; not lefs to
Lawyers than Priefts:

Robert Barclay, in his Difcourfe called,
The Anarchy of the Ranters, having repeated
the Apoftle’s Reafoning on this occafion,
1 Cor. vi. what a Reproach it is toa Society
truly chriftian to fuppofe, that though thefe
be united in judgment; with refpe@ to the
great and weighty matters refpecting Faith,
and Salvation, yet that there thould be none
to be found among them able to determine
Difterences about matters of far lefs impor-
tance, the Concerns of this Life, and that
‘not being able to find Equity and Juftice
among themfelves, they thould be forced to
goout and feek it among others, he then
proceeds to recommend this method of com-
pofing Differences in the following Words :
¢ The good Fruits and Effeéts which
daily abound to the Houfhold of Faith,
in this as well as the other parts of the
Government the Lord is eftablifhing a-
mong us, doth more and more commend
itfelf unto us, and confirmeth our Hearts
that God hath led us hereunto by his
Spirit, and we fee the hand of the Lord
herein, which in due time will yet more
appear, that as through our faithful Tef-
timony in the hand of the Lord, that anti-
chriftian and apoftatized Generation, the
national Miniftry, hath received a deadly

¢ Blow,

' P N N A R N N N R N W
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Blow, by our difcovering and witneffing
againft their forced Maintenance and
Tythes, againft which we have teftified by
many cruel Sufferings of all kinds, fo that
their Kingdom, in the hearts of Thou-
fands, begins to totter and lofe its Strength ;
fo on the other hand do we, by coming to
Righteoufnefs and Innocency, weaken the
Strength of their Kingdom, who judge for
Rewards as well as fuch who preach for
Hire, and by not miniftring occafion to
thofe who have heaped up Riches and
lived in Excefs; Luft and Riot, by feeding
and preying on the Iniquities and Conten-
tions of the People. For, as Truth and
Righteoufnefs prevails in the Earth, by
our faithful witnefling and keeping to it,
the Nations thall come to be eafed and dif-
burdened of that deceitful Tribe of Lawyers
as well as Priefts, who, by their many
Tricks and endlefs Intricacies, have ren-
dered Juftice, in their method, burthen-
fome to honeft men, and feek not {o much
to put an end to, as to foment Controver-
fies and Contentions, that they themfelves
may be ftill fed and upheld, and their
Trade kept up; whereas by Truth’s pro-
pagation, as many of thofe Controverfies
will die by mens becoming lefs conten-
tious ; fo when any Difference arifeth, the
Saints giving judgment without Fee or
¢ Reward,
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¢ Reward, or running into the Tricks and
¢ endlefs Labyrinths of the Lawyers, will
¢ foon compofe them.’

Of their Temperance and Qutward
DEMEANOUR.

ColiA P, TV,

Of their Temperance in Eating and Drinking,

Plainnefs or Simplicity in Apparel, Furni-

ture, Speech and Salutations, and their Senje
concerming Recreations,

AM now about to enumerate certain
Peculiarities obfervable in the outward
Demeanour of this People, which though
I efteem Branches of Self-denial and Mode-
ration, yet it muft be owned that chriftian
Temperance and Moderation is of a much
more large extent, and truly an Uniform
thing, fetting proper limits to the Affections
of Men, in all their purfuits and tranfactions,
throughout the whole courfe of their Con-

duct *,
At

* Martin Luther,in one of his Sermons, juftly deigns
to take notice of Excefs even in Sleeping, to the wafte
of our precious time, as inconfiftent with chriftian
Perfedtion. He alfo wrote againft excefs of Apparel
among the Germans, and againft their excefs in the ufe
of Spices, &¢.  Fox’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory.
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At the fame time I cannot deny but that
fome of this Profeflion have been exa& to
a tittle, with refpect to moft of thefe Articles
which I have made the Subjes of this Chap-
ter, who yet have been not more remarka
able for that heavenly difpofition of Mind
and contempt of the Riches of this World,
which was confpicuous among their Prede-
ceflors in the morning of the Day, than
other people: and indeed this inconfiftency
of Condu&, this difform Characer has
given occafion to fome of late days to treat
this outward Plainnefs and Simplicity with
contempt, and openly to upbraid the People
in general, as being as much Worthippers
‘of Mammon as others.

It has therefore been one principal end of
this Treatife to thew, that {uch an incon-
fiftent Conduét is contrary to the primitive
Difcipline and Praétice, which I truft my
Reader will be abundantly convinced of, by

comparing the Contents of this and the fe-
cond Chapter above.

Firft then, as to Eating and Drinking,-—-
that whether we eat or drink, or whatfoever
we do, fhould be done to the Glory of God, is a
Precept of the Apoftle, 1Cor. x. 31. Ne-
verthelefs the Abufe of God’s good creatures
in Eating and Drinking, to the great preju-
dice of both Body and Mind, is a very fre-
quent and prevailing Sin in thefe Countries,

to
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to the no fmall Reproach of the chriftian
Name. The Conduét therefore of thofe
united in a Profeflion of being called out of
the World and its corruptions, with refpect
unto any Tranfgreflion of this kind, was
always judged to be a proper Object of the
Difcipline and care of the Church.
Agreeable to this I find, in the early Re-
cords, frequent inftances of particular per-
fons guilty of the Sin of Drunkennefs being
fummoned before the Mens Meetings, in
order to be admonifthed ; and fuch as were
irreclaimable, were, after long waiting for
their return, expelled their Community, as
we fhall fee in the Section concerning the
Cenfures of the Church. Nor was this
enough, but moreover, even thofe things
that had a fendency to promote this Evil
were condemned ; fuch as drinking of
Healths, as not only miniftring occafion to
Excefs, but being a vain and heathenifh
cuftom in itfelf. * And to the fame purpofe,
the unneceflary frequenting of Alehoufes
and Taverns is not only cautioned againit,
but a Return in divers places is made to each
Quarterly Meeting, of the Obfervance or
Non-obfervance of this caution +.
Again,

* Penn’s Rife and Progrefs of the People called Quaters.

t ¢ Even in the Church of Rome it was always deemed
fcandalous, and a matter of juft cenfure, for any of the
Clergy to haunt Taverns or Alehoufes, which aceor-

dingly was enquired into at their Vifitations.’
Fox’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory.



(83)

Again, whereas they had obferved a great
deal of Luxury, worldly Pomp and Often-
tation at the Births, Marriages and Burials
of thofe who called themfelves Chriftians,
they efteemed themfelves called to bear their
Teftimony againft thefe things; and, ac-
cordingly, it is an eftablithed Query, #he-
ther Friends avoid [uperfluous Provifions at
Births, Marriages and Burials, and on other
Occafions 2 and fuch as tranfgrefs in thefe
refpets are liable to Admonition *,

withftanding that many look upon any Re-
gulations in refpect unto this variable Affair
to be of little real Ufe ; yet that this Sub-
je&t really engroflfes a great part of that
time, care and attention of many, which
might and ought to be applied to a Purfuit
of the Ornaments of the inner Man; and
that a Compliance with and Affetation of
the never-fettled Fafhions of the Times, in

F 2 thig

* Such a care and watching over one another in
Love feems perfectly agreeable to the conduct of the
Church, in early times, on the like occafions. For ¢ in
¢ the 53d Canon of the Laodicean Council, which was
¢ held between the year of our Lord 360 and 370, when
¢ the Chriftians of thofe days were invited to publick So-
¢ lemnities at Marriages, or the like, the Prudence of
¢ the Church thought fit to lay Reftraints upon them ;
¢ and not only forbid them light and ludicrous Actions,
¢ as leaping or Dancing, but that they fhould dine
¢ and fup gravely and modeftly, as becomes Chriftians.’

CavEe’s Primitive Chriftianity,
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this refpect, betrays a Love of the World :
and that glaring inftances of Oftentation and
Vanity, in this refpet, do not unfrequently
prefent themfelves in the Aflemblies pro-
fefledly devoted to Humiliation and Con-
trition, cannot be denied. .

Now we find, Fir/l, that our bleffed Lord
himfelf, in the principal Sermon of his that
is tranfmitted to us, thought fit not to omit
condemning all Curiofity in this refpet, as
an inftance of Corruption prevalent among
the Gentiles, from which his Followers
were to be redeemed, by having their hearts
fixed upon fublimer and worthier Objelts,
in thele Words: Marth. vi. 31, 32, 33.====
take no thought, [aying, what [ball we eat or
what [ball we drink, or wherewithal fhall we
be cloathed 2 (for after all thefe things do the
Gentiles Jeek) for your beavenly Father knoweth
that ye bave need of all thefe things, but [eek
ye firft the Kingdom of God and his Righteouf~

nefs, and all thefe things fhall be added unto
you. And,

Secondly, that the Apoftle Paul judged it
neither unneceflary, nor beneath the dignity
of his Defign, to enumerate feveral parti-
cular inftances of Female Vanity, viz. 1 Tim.
. 8, 9, 10. I will that men pray every
where, lifting up boly bands without wrath and
doubting. In like manner alfo, that Women adorn

themfelues in modeft apparel, with Shamefaced-
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nefs and Sobriety, not wirh broidered bair, or
Gold, or Pearls, or coftly array ; but, which
becometh Women profeffing godlinefs, with good
Works. 'To this agrees the Exhortation of
Peter, 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4. Let not the Aderning
(of the Wives) be that outward one, of plait-
ing the Hair and of wearing of Gold, or of
putting on of Apparel ; but let it be the bidden
man of the beart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the Ornament of a meck and quiet Spirit,
which is, in the fight of God, of great price.

And laftly, the evangelical Prophet Jfaiah,
ch. iii, exprefly faith, in the name of the
Lord, Becaufe the Daughters of Zion are
baughty, and walk with firetched forth Necks
and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they
20, and making a tinkling awith their feet,
therefore the Lord will fmite with a Scab the
crown of the bead of the Daughters of Zion,
ana the Lord will difeover their fecret parts.
And in the following verfes he proceeds
to {pecify divers particularities of their Or-
naments, vz, their Cauls, their round Tires
like the moon, their Chains, Bracelets, &c.

Thefe Authorities may apologize for the
frequency of the Recommendations from
National Meetings to Parents, that they
educate their Children in the ufe of plain
and modeft Apparel, and for their fometimes
{pecifying particular inftances to the con-
trary, fuch as extravagant Wigs among the

: s Males,
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Males, and among the Females thofe glit-
tering Vanities (which undoubtedly ought to
be banithed from the Aflemblies appointed
for divine Worfhip, as tending to divert the
Spetators from their proper Bufinefs there)
of Gold-watches expofed to open view,

Gold-chains, Lockets and Necklaces.®
I proceed next to confider another in-
ftance of the Simplicity and Moderation of
our elder Brethren, viz. with regard to the
Furniture of their Houfes, concerning which
I am forry to have occafion to obferve, that
not a few of the prefent Generation have
deviated a much greater length from the
primitive Precept and Example, than they
have

# ¢ The Fathers of the Church were zealous in de-
¢ claiming againft Excefs in this refpect. Thus the
“¢.Garment that we fhould wear, fays Clement Alex-
¢ andrinus, fhould be mean and frugal, not curioufly
wrought with divers colours.” CAvVE’s Primitive Chri-
fRianity. And it appears in the Book of Homilies, that
the firft Reformers were very ftrict in their regard to
thefe things.

Befides all this, fome Regulation, in refpect of Ap-
parel, hath alfo fometimes been the object of the pru-
dential Care and Regard even of the Civil State, as
may appear from thofe fumptuary Laws which have
been enacted in different Counties, in order to lay a re-
{traint upon the Vanity and Extravagance of their
People in this refpect: and a Member of 2 certain he-
nourable Society lately erected in Dublin complains, that a
fingle Head-drefs of a Lady hath coft the price of as
much Beef and Butter as would maintain twenty poos
Families for a year. |
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have in refpe& to the Ornaments of their
perfons, whofe condu&, in relation to thefe
two particulars, is fo little uniform that it
fhould feem to imply, that provided they
would retrench a little the modifh Super-
fluities in cloathing their bodies, they had
received an Indulgence to run into an un-
bounded Profufion and Extravagance in the
Furniture of their Houfes.

Now it is certain, not only that Extra-
vagancies in the Furniture of Houfes are-
condemned, together with thofe of Apparel,
in the Epiftle of Caution printed and tran{-
mitted to the Brethren from the Yearly
Meeting of London 1718 ; but alfo that our
elder Brethren in this Nation did both
think and act much more confiffently, in
refpe&t to thefe matters, than many of the
fucceding Generation. 'This is evident from
the Pofticript of William Edmundfon annexed
to the Epiftle from a Province Meeting at
Caftledermot. See page 198.
¢ At the firft, when the Lord called us to
be a People, the things of this World
were of fmall Value to us.---Great T'rad-
ing was a great Burthen, and great Con-
cerns a great Trouble; all needlefs things,
fine Houfes, rich Furniture and gaudy
Apparel was an Eye-fore------ But as
¢ our Number increafed, it happened that
¢ fuch a Spirit came in amongft us as was

' ¢ amongfi

P S N o~

i
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* amongft the Jews when they came out of
* Egypt, and this began to look back into
" World, and ftrove to be great in the
Riches and Poffeffions of this World, and
then fair Buildings in City and Country,
fine and fafhionable Furniture, and Ap-
parel equivalent---- far from the footfteps
* of the Minifters and Elders the Lord raifed
¢ and fent forth into his Work in the begin-
¥ ning. *

Next, as to Burzals, whereas, among many
other Profeflors of Chriftianity, there was a
great deal of vain Pomp (in part laid afide
indeed of late by many fober and confi-
derate perfons of other Communities) in-
confiftent, in the view of this people, with
the Moderation becoming Chriftians, they
obferved, the like Simplicity as in other
cafes, vzz. ¢ The Corps is carried in a plain
¢ Cofhin without any Covering or Furniture
¢ upon it---- nor do the Kindred of the De-
¢ ceafed ever wear Mourning, they looking
¢ upon it as a worldly Ceremony and piece of
¢ Pomp.” And accordingly,when fomeFriends

in

[ - . T .Y

* Thus 2lfo ¢ the primitive Chriftians did not ftudy
¢ thole Arts of Splendor and Gallantry which have fince
¢ over-run the World, ftately Palaces, coftly Furniture,
¢ rich Hangings, fine Tables, curious Beds, Veflels of
¢ Gold and Silver, thevery pofleffion of which (as Cles
¢ mens Alexandrinus {peaks) creates Envy.’

CAvE’s Primitive Chriftianity,

+ PENN’s Rife and Progrefs, &,
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in fucceeding times departed from the pri-
mitive Example in this refped, the Yearly
Meeting, 4. D. 1717, exprefsly forbids
Friends ¢ imitating the World in the Ufe of any
© diftinétion of Habit, or other Mark or Token
“ of Mourning for the Dead, * and recom-
mends, that ¢ if any, contrary to the an-
€ cient practice, had erected Monuments over
¢ the dead Bodies of Friends, fuch thould be
removed, as much as might be, with Dif-
cretion and Conveniency , and that none
fuch fhould be fet up in Friends Burying-
¢ places for the future.’

So much may fuffice as to the Furniture
and Drefs, whether of the Living or Dead.
It remains now that I confider them in their
Addrefs 4, and herein alfo is ftill maintained
among this People, that Simplicity which ea-
fily diftinguifhes them from other denomi-
nations of Chriftians; as firft in their re-
taining the ufe of the Pronouns Thoz and
Thee, in their original and proper Significa-
tion, and rejecting that modern corruption
of Speech, the applying the Word you to

a fingle

* See Thomas Raylton’s Preface to the fifth part of
Piety promoted.

t ¢ The primitive Chriftians were reproached by the
¢ Gentiles for their Ill-breeding, rude and unpolithed
¢ Language, and unfafhionable Behaviour,as a people
¢ that knew not how to carry themfelves in their Ad-
¢ drefles and Salutations, calling them Rufticks and
¢ Clowns.” PenN’s No Crofs, no Crown : part 2.
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a fingle Perfon, as having had its rife from,
and being ftill fupported by its tendency to
gratify the Pride of vain man ; a corruption
indeed which only we and a few of the mo-
dern Nations have fallen into.

For the like reafon they decline the ufe of
Flattering Titles afcribed to man, not expref-
five of any real quality belonging to them, as
of Mafter to a perfon who ftandeth in no
{uch relation to us, your Excellency, your
Grace, your facred Majefty, &c. to perfons
not poflefled of thofe qualities. *

They alfo decline uncovering the Head, and
declare againft bending the Knee or Body as
tokens of Refpe to mortal men ; thefe
being Signs of Adoration proper to our Crea-
tor, whilft we are all Brethren. .

To this Head may be referred their cal-
ling the Days of the Week and the Months,
by the Scripture and chriftian diftin@ion of
Firft, Second, Third, &c. (a frequent Phrail:g

alfo

* Thus ¢ the primitive Chriftians were very fcru-
¢ pulous of calling the Emperor Dominus, becaufe
¢ the name Lord is an Attribute of God, and applied
¢ to him as his name in holy Scripture.’

STILLINGFLEET’s Origines Sacre, chap. g.

And ¢ Tiberius would not fuffer himfelf to be called
¢ Lord, nor yet his facred Majefty ; for, fays he, they
¢ are divine Titles, and belong not to man.’

PEnN’s No Crofs, no Crown, part z.
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alfo amongft the firft Reformers) and not
by the Heatheniih names of Sunday, Monday,
Fanuary, &ec.
- There is yet 3IlDthBi Singularity obfervable
in this People, not unworthy of Notice, vz,
their entire Difufe and Condemning; as un-
lawful, vain Sports, and what are called Pa/~
times, a term furely reproachful in the Mouth
of a Chriftian, inconfiftent with the profef-
fion he bears, and befpeaking him fenfclefs of
the term of this Life, being rather too fhort
than too long for thE acc-::}mphﬂ)mﬁnt of the
great Work of preparing his Soul for a better
Country, and no lefs fenfelefs of the genuine
Recreation or Renovation of mind which
the Exercifes of Piety and Charity afford,
and of that chearfulnefs and refignation
attending them; which are a far more ef-
e¢tual Support under the various Troubles
of this Life, than many of thofe Sports with
which fome exercife themfelves, to the Toil
of both body and mind, and corrupting
and weakening of both : Na}r, truly many
of them feem to be genuine Inventions of
the

% Polydore Virgil obferves the retention of thefe names
to be a Reproach to Chriftianity, and it is plainly con-
trary to the injunction of God to his chofen people the
Jews, Exod. xxiii. 13. Make ns mention of the names
of sther Godsyior let it be beard out of thy mouth, Scealfo
this matter further difcufied in an Epiftle from the Meet-
ing for Sufferings in London 1751, on occafion of the
Alteration of the Stile,
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the policy of Satan to ftifle the voice of God’s
Witnefs in the Souls of Men, and divert
them from a due Attention to its holy Calls ;
(tho’ I do not hereby condemn the ufe of
any Exercife performed in the Fear of God,
tending to invigorate the Body or Mind ;)
and the following Recreations have been
always held by this People to be of this
fort, vz. Gaming *, Dancing, Mufick-
meetings, the ufe of Songs tending to de-
bauch the Mind, frequenting of Playhoufes 1,

Horfe-races, &¢, |
The fenfe of our Brethren, in refpect to
thefe things, is ftrongly exprefled in the
Epiftle from the Yearly Meeting 1730,
where having enumerated divers of the
Praltices above-mentioned, and declared
them to be Nurferies of Debauchery and
| ~ Wickednefs,

*.Even the Prudence of the Civil State hath thought
fit to lay a reftraint upon Gaming. And even in the
Popifh Manual, Dancing, Dicing and Carding (on the
Lord’s Day at leaft) are {pecified in their Table of Sins.
1 ¢ Plays are in their nature the Schools and Exercifes
of Vice —and the Life of a Player is an Employ pro-
phane and unbecoming a Chriftian, and &/ #he Coun-
ctls command thofe who follow it to leave it ; and
confequently it is not permitted for others to contri-
bute to entertain them in a profeflion contrary to
Chriftianity, nor to authorize it by their Prefence.’

Moral Effays of Mefl. de Port royal,
Even the Pope, in the holy year 1749, during the
Carnival, forbad the reprefentation of any Opera, Co-
medy, or other theatrical piece thruughuut the Eccle,
fiaftical Territories.

oAl RN R
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Wickednefs, the Burthen and Grief of the
fober part of other Societies as well as our
own, wholly unbecoming a people under
the chriftian Profefiion, contrary to the te-
nour of the Doétrines of the Gofpel and the
Examples of the beft.men in the earlieft
ages of the Church *, they proceed thus.
 We do exhort all Parents of Children
and Mafters of Families to watch over
their Children and Servants, and not only
as much as in them lies, to reftrain them
from taking fuch undue liberties, but tg
inculcate into them an early averfion to
¢ fuch practices, by endeavouring to raife

in them a fenfe of that inexpreflible Com-
fort and Delight which attends the exer-
cife of true Religion and Virtue, the relifh
and tafte of which real Pleafure will bring
them to fee the Vanity and Emptynefs of
what men falfely call fo; and that the
Sports and Diverfions by them ufed, are
but the Inventions of degenerate and cor-
rupt minds, who being ignorant of that

¢ folid

1
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* ¢ The Heathens charged it upon the primitive
¢ Chriftians as part of their crime, their abftaining
¢ even from Lawful Pleafures.’

CAVE’s Primitive Cﬁrﬁﬂf&nffy.

¢ They held it unlawful to he prefent at the Gla-

¢ diatory Sports.” Jbid. ¢ The Sights and Sports of the
¢ Theatre are by S. Gyil called the Devil’s Works,
¢ Pomps and Pleafures’ And in an eminent Popifh

- Writer Romances and Comedies are called zhices of
¢ Poifon,
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{olid fatisfacion of Soul which is of an
enduring nature, vainly attempt to fupply
the want of it by temporary and fading
Pleafures, the end of which is Anxiety and
Sorrow.’ :
I fhall conclude this Chapter with the
mention of one more inftance of Szugularity
and Self-demial, by which this People hath
always been diftinguithed, and fometimes
expofed to confiderable Sufterings by the
Infolence and Tyranny of the Rabble *;
and that 1s, their confciencious, non-ob-
fervance of the Days commonly called Holy-
days, as being the meer Inftitutions of Men
without Authority from Scripture, and con-
fequently fuperftitious ; and not only fo, but
at prefent {candaloufly perverted from their
pretended original Intention, to ferve the
purpofes of Riot, Drunkennefs and Debau-
chery

" ™ M Py

N

* This however, with the growing Light of thefe
days, is of late reftrained by the Authority of the Civil
Magiftrate.-—--Moreover, the multitude of Popith Holy-
days obferved in this Nation is {o notorioufly prejudicial,
even to the temporal intereft of the People, as to have
become the confideration of the Politician. ¢ Numerous
¢ Holydays are the Bane of all Induftry, and the Ruin
¢ of every Country where they are permitted ; and in-
¢ deed there are too many allowed by Law : Butas itis
¢ certain they are not required to be obferved by the pre-
¢ cepts of our holy Religion, nay that they are thereby
¢ exprefsly forbidden, we make no Scruple to abridge
¢ even the legal ones/’

Sir RicH. Cox’s Letter to T. Pr1oRr.
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chery of divers kinds; under which confi-
derations they deem themfelves called of God
to bear a publick Teftimony againft this
Corruption, by keeping cpen their Shops
and following their lawful Occupations at
thefe as well as other times.

Of their Justice and HonesTy in
Dealing.

CHAPR Y.

Their Regard to fuftice exemplified in their
Meetings of Conference beld in order that the
Teftimony of Truth might be maintained by
them in their Commerce and Dealing.  The
Difcipline  exercifed on  Infokvent  perfons.
Duvers particular inflances of thesr Abbor-
rence of unjuft Gain. Their care with re-
Jpect to the timely making of Wills, and the
due Execution of the Wills of the Deceafed.

T was the determined Senfe and Judg-

ment of the Elders, that as in all their
civil Concerns, fo particularly in their Deal-
ing and Commerce, they were called to
thine as Lights to the World, by thewing
forth the fame fimplicity of conduct in this
as in other cafes.

¢« What
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What Cave obferves of the primitive
Chriftians, that ¢ they were fingularly care-
¢ fulin their Words, that 272, Yea, and Nay,
© Nay, was the ufual meafure of their
¢ Tranfations, dnd to deal with others as
¢ they would be dealt with themfelves,” was
applicable to this People.

The Teftimony of a Brother * concerning
them, that as in their Do@rine and Practice,
Faith and Patience fucceeded Fighting, f{o
Truth-fpeaking fucceeded Swearing, is ftrong-
ly confirmed by that of a certain eminent
and learned Politician of another Communi-
ty, (which, by the by, how far it may tend
to thew the needlefs, fcandalous, and crimi-
-nal frequency of Oaths, both folemn and
prophane, among the people of thefe Na-
tions, I fubmit to the judicious) wiz. that
¢ the publick Treaty made between the
¢ perfon above-cited, being the Governour
¢ of Pennfylvania and the native Indians of
¢ that Country, was the only Treaty that is
¢ remarkable for being kept unviolated,
¢ whilft at the fame time it was the onlv one
¢ that had not been ratified by an Oath.’

Now the Behaviour of thofe of this Pro-
feflion, in their feveral Trades and Callings,
hath been deemed a proper Object of the
care and concern of the Brethren affembled

in

* The before-cited #illiam Penn,
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in a Church-capacity ; and for this purpofe
it was formerly a not unfrequent, nor ufelefs
Practice, tho' dropt of late, that Friends
of feveral Trades and Callings fhould re-
fpectively, by recommendations from the
Mens Meetings, hold Meetings of Cenfe-
rence with each other, in order to confider
how the Tfﬂimaﬂ)' of Truth was by {uch main-
tained, by their making their feveral Goods
good and ferviceable, as well as of juft
and lawful Meafure. Such Meetings were
held in feveral places, as at Dwbln and
Mountmelick, in the years 1698, 1701, 1702,
and 1717, to fatisfaction : and indeed their
care in the due Obfervance of thefe matters
was fuch as gained them credit among the
People to that degree, that feveral parti-
cular Goods, remarkable for their {uperior
Goodnefs and Ufefulnefs, have, even to this
day, their Denomination from the People
called Quakers; of whom it hath moreover
likewife been a well-known, diftinguithing
Charaéeriftic, that, anciently, they did,
from a religious principle, keep to a Word
* in Buying and Selling, and forbear that
multiplicity of Words in making Bargains,
in which, how common foever among

G Dealers,

* Savary, in his Diflienaire de Cammerce, makes
honourable mention of the Quakers, for keeping to 2
gertain fet Price on their Goods without Variation.
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Dealers, there wanteth not Sin, as the Wifs
- man obferves, nor very often Deceit.

That this Simplicity fhould be maintained
among Friends, was the Subjet of the care .
and concern of the Churches for many years,
as appears from a Minute of the Yzar/y Meet-
ing of London 1675: and I find by the Re-
cords of the Mens Meeting of Dublin in
1692 and 1702, upon an Obfervation of
fome Friends deviating from the primitive
Integrity in this inftance, a Meeting of Con-
ference was held, in order that the ancient
Pradtice, in this refpe@, might be revived,
concerning one of which Meetings this
Teftimony is left us, viz. < It was 2 good
¢ Meeting, and the Lord’s Goodnefs attended
¢ Friends therein;’ and in the year 1710
the like Concern was renewed. '

- Their care to do juflly among Men is fo
fettled a point, that in feveral places one of
the Queries to be anfwered from the Month-
ly to the Quarterly Meetings is, Whether
Friends keep their Words and Promifes, and
do not run into Debts which they are not
able to difcharge ? For indeed, with the
growing number of Profeffors, it is no won-
der that in procefs of time divers that had
little but the external Form, whilft Strangers
to the Spirit and Simplicity of their An-
ceftors, fhould creep into the Society, who
became proper Objects of the Difcipline and
L & ' Cenfure
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Cenfure of the Church, as tht‘y are to this
day, (to the yet diftinguithing Honour of
this People, whilt moft other Profeffors
have in a manner loft all Difcipline in this
as well as other important refpects) I mean
fuch as fall into Infolvency.

‘To this purpofe it is frequently recom-
mended from the Yzarly Meeting in Londvi
to the feveral Monthly Meetings, (particu-
larly 4. D. 1732 and 1735) that they have a
watchful eye over all their Members, and
where they obferve any who by their defi-
ciency in difcharging their Contraéts and
juft Debts in due time, and by breaking
their Words and Promifes give reafonable
caufe of Sufpicion, that they do timely ad-
monifh and advife all fuch to a neceffary In-
fpection into their Accounts, and to give up
their Effe&s in due time: and from the
Epiftle 4. D. 1710, it is recommended that
George Fox’s Advice, in his Epittle to Shop-
keepers, Merchants, Fattors, &¢. be read in
the Quarterly or Monthly Mectings, as they
may fee occafion, at leaft once a year. And
if any thould proceed contrary to fuch timely
Advice and Precautions, and by their Failure
bring open Scandal and Reproach upon the
Society, i1t is declared in the printed Epiftle
from the Yearly Meeting 1732, that fuch
Oftenders ought to be Teftified againit.

G 2 And
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And when it hath fo happened; that atiy
Brother hath fallen into Infolvency, it hath
been a ftanding Recommendation” (as well
ds practice in fome good degree) here, that
he thould (not, as is cuftomary among fome,
conceal his Perfon or Goods from his Cre-
ditors, but) deliver up his Subftance and
make an equal diftribution thereof among
them, and furrender his Body alfo if re-
quired ; and that if any refufe {o to do, they
be admonifhed ; and if they perfift and ftand
upon their own Terms, in order to extort a
Compliance from their Creditors, contrary
to Juftice and that great Precept of our Lord,
Matth. vii. 12. Whatfoever ye would that men
Srould do to you, db ye even 5 to them, itis the
declared fenfe of the National Meeting held
in Dublin 1728. (concurring with the above-
cited Minute of the Yearly Meeting of Lon-
* don) that the monthly Meetings to which
fuch perfons belong, fhould publickly teftify
againft them and their Praétices.

There remain yet, worthy of Notice,
certain particular inftances of their tender
regard to Juflice, or their condemning the
Acquifition of Riches, by means either un-
lawful, or fuch as interfered with the Djc-
tates of their Confciences, v7z.

1. I find it to have been the Concern of a
National Meeting held in Dublin 1677, to
recommend to Friends, that they fhould

forbear
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forbear felling needlefs things, ana fuch as
had a tendency to uphold Piide and Vanity.
Such they deemed to be the merchandize
of Gold and Silver-lace, gaudy Ribbons,
Silks, &¢. which kind of Traffick feveral
perfons who had been concerned in, when
they became of this Judgment, did lay
down for Confcience fake.

2. In a fubfequent year it was efteemed a
proper Subject of the cognizance of a Na-
tional Meeting, that Landlords thould de-
cline all Oppreflion on their Tenants in {et-
ting their Lands at an exorbitant Rent, and
Mafters on their Servants and Labourers by
paying them with Goods not contracted for,
or inftead of Money, to the difadvantage of
{fuch Servants.

3. Upon cccafion of the publick troubles
of this Nation, there arifing great Confufion
and Uncertainty with refpect to the Property
of divers Goods and Cattle, as Horfes,
Sheep, Hides and Tallow which had been
plundered, being mixed with other Cattle
and Goods, it was obferved that fome un-
der thisProfeffion had given caufe of Sufpi-
cion, that they had made large Purchafes of
this kind to gratify a Defire after Riches,
and had fat down too eafy under the Enjoy-
ment thereof; now this Practice tho’ it had,
as occafion offered, at divers times been dif-
couraged and condemned, it was further-

G 3 more
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more thought necefary, in the year 1700,
that the Senfe and Judgment of the National
Meeting with regard hereunto fhould be
declared and left upon record, which was
accordingly done, and thofe concerned are
cenfured as being prompted to fuch a prac-
tice by a Spirit of Covetoufnefs.

4. The Importation of Negroes from their
native Country is a practice cenfured by a
Minute of the Yzarly Meeting, 4. D. 1727,
in Manufcript ; and to this let me add, as an
Evidence of the unlimitednefs of their Cha-
rity towards all the Souls that God hath
made, their Senfe with regard to the In-
ftru&tion of the Blacks and Indians in the
chriftian Faith, v/z. that this is a duty in-
cumbent on their chiriftian Mafters, and that
as the Gofpel-day is to be f{pread over all
Nations, fo thefe ought to be made partakers
of the Light of it, agreeable to the Precept
of our Lord, Teach all Nations, and divers an-
cient Exhortations and Prophecies, as Pfaln
cxvil. O praife the Lord, all ye Nations. And
Malachi 1. 11. From the Rifing of the Sun to
the goirg down of the fame my Name (ball be
great among the Gentiles, and in every place In-
cenfe fhall be gffered unto my Name *.

3 et They

* So George Fox in his Epiftles advifes the Planters to
invite the /zdzans to their religious Meetings : and my
Reader may fee the good effects of the putting fuch Ad-

vice
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5. They were and are very careful to
render unto Cefar his Dues, not only from
a principle of Juftice, but from a grateful
Senfe of the precious Liberties they enjoy
under the prefent Government, as is ftrong-
ly exprefled in an Epiftle from London upon
this occafion 4. D. 172:.  And this is
deemed a matter of fuch importance, that it
is a Query conftantly propofed from the
Yearly meeting of London to the feveral
Counties of England, and to this Nation, and
as conftantly anfwered; ¢ Whether each
¢ Monthly Meeting doth take care that
¢ none under our Profeflion defraud the
¢ King of his Duties, Cuftoms or Excife, or
¢ any way encourage the Running of Goods,
¢ by buying or vending fuch Goods ; and do
¢ they feverely reprehend and teftify againft
¢ all fuch Offenders, and their unlawful,
¢ clandeftine and unwarrantable Actions 7’

Laftly, there is yet another matter which
frequently becomes the fubject of their Care,
with which I fhall take the liberty of clo-
fing this Chapter, as an [Inftance of their re-
gard to Juftice extending it felf even to
Pofterity, and a means of preferving Peace
and preventing Controverfies ; I mean, that

G 4 Friends

vice in execution in David Brainard’s account of the
Rife and Progrefs of a Work of Grace among the /7-
dians in New Ferfey and Pennfylvania, publifhed 4. D,
1748, |



( 104 )

Friends fhould difpofe of, and make timely
Settlements of their Eftates or Effects by Will
or otherwile, whilft of ability of body and
mind, and acquaint their Executors where
their Effects and Subftance lies, which is not
only recommended in the Epiftles of the
Yearly Mecting of London, but a Query to
this purpofe copftantly recurs, with its An-
{wer, to the National Meeting here from
cach Quarter ; and this is not all, but in
divers places, Meetings of Conference are
held in order to infpect into the due Exe-
cution of Wills, and to take care that Exe-
cutors, Guardians and Truftees do faithfully
difcharge the Truft repofed in them.

Such a Care, how laudable foever, is not
always {o duely regarded as it deferves, by
every profefled Member of the Community,
but inconfiderate and refractory perfons
fometimes occur, a Precedent of the Difci-
pline due to whom it may not be ufelefs here
to fpecity from the Records in the Province
of Munjier, viz. ° In the year 17q2, there
“ was a certain Perfon, the Circumftances
of whofe Family ftrongly required a proper
Settlement of his Eftate to be made by
Will, which accordingly he was earneftly
entreated to do by his Brethren ; but their
Advices and repeated Endeavours to this
puipole proved entirely fruitlefs: What
Penalty then was inflited ? He was cen-

fured
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f fured by a Record, as a Teftimony of their
Care and his Unworthinefs of it, and of
his being out of that Spirit of Condefcen
tion and Concord that ought to fubfift
among Brethren,’ |

gy L] -y, sl

C:ii A.Foi VI

Thetr Church -Cenfures, or Methods of dealing
with Offenders defcribed, What Crimes ren=
dered any liable either to be Admonifbed or
Difowned as Brethren. The Penalties ine
Jlicted on fuch, and the Satisfaction required
of them in order to their Reftoration, Their
Method of proceeding in cutting off or difown-
ing the Refractory, [pecified in divers Ex-
amples compared with the Popifh Bills of Ex-
communication, whereby the Difference bes

tween the one and the other abundantly ap-
pears,

AM now come to the moft difagree-

able part of my Subje&, the Exercife
of Ecclefiaftical Difcipline upon Offenders,
confifting either of Admonition, or a total
Exclufion of them from religious Fellow-
fhip, or difowning them as Brethren.

I here purpofely fhun the Ufe of the
Word Excommunication, becaufe of the Abufe
that hath been made of it, efpecially by the
Church of Rome, which on this pretence

hath
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hath exercifed fuch a tyrannical Power over
the Perfons and Properties of Men as became
firft terrible, and at length, wanting Truth
for its fupport, contemptible, at leaft to fuch
as were happily fituated beyond the fphere
of its Activity.

But notwithftanding this, that Chrift Jefus
hath given unto his Church a Power to cen-
{ure, and exclude from her Fellowfhip dif-
orderly and refraCtory pcxéfons i hath been
already proved in the firft Secigh, 3hd there-
fore I fhall take it for granted here, and
proceed to defcribe, Fir/?, What thofe Crimes
or Irregularities were which rendered an
that made Profeffion with this People liable
either to be admonithed, or difowned as
Brethren.  Secondly, what their methods of
procedure with fuch diforderly perfons were,
what Penalties were enjoined them, and
what Satisfaction was required in order to
the Reftoration of fuch, and how they
proceeded in teflifying againft, difowning, or
cutting off from their Fellowfhip the irre-
claimable and refractory. _

As to the firft, the Errors that fell un-
der their Cognizance were chiefly thofe
refpeting Practice; for tho' indeed mat-
ters refpecting Faith and Worfhip were
not by them overlooked, as hath been elfe-
where obferved, yet Unfaithfulnefs in the
difcharge of known and undifputed Duties

was
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was the chief Subjet of their Cenfure, and
what moft frequently called for it, whe-
ther any evil practice againft univerfally
acknowledged Duties, moral or religious,
or any Breach of the Rules peculiar to this
Society.

To the firft of thefe belongs a negle&t
of the Meetings appointed for the Worthip
of God, Injuftice and Frauds of all kinds, as
is minutely {pecified in the preceding Chap-
ter, Defamation, Breach of the Marriage-
Covenant, Whoredom, Drunkennefs, Gam-
ing and Swearing, of any of which if any
profefling Fellowfhip with them were
known to be guilty, fuch defervedly be-
came the objects of their Cenfure.

But befides the above enumerated Evils
condemned by them, in common with other
profeflors of Chriftianity, there were alfo
certain Pracices, which feemed to be either
lefler degrees of thofe Evils, or to have a
tendency to promote them, or, in the view
of this People, to be hurtful to the Souls
of Men and their fpiritual Profperity, and
inconfiftent with that chriftian Teftimony
God had called them to bear againft the
Corruptions of the World, which became
the Subjets of the Church’s care to pre-
ferve her Members from, v. g. the unne-
ceflary frequenting of Alehoufes or Taverns,
drinking of Healths, Superfluities of Pro-

viliong
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vifions at Marriages or Burials, the Abufe of
our precious time in divers Exercifes called
Recreations ; as Cock-fighting, Horfe-races,
and attending Play-houfes and Mufick-
meetings. Alfo Extravagance and Super-
fluity in Habit, Furniture, Speech, and even
mn Trading and Farming; all thefe were,
deemed proper fubjects of Reproof and Ad-
monition.

There we%-gfygztfome other inftances of
Unfaithfulnefs peculiarly cognizable to the
Church among this People? V1.

1. One Brother going to Law with an-
other, of which above in Chap. 3.

2. Fighting, whether private or publick,
was utterly condemned by this People, and
divers of them who were poffefled of ho-
nourable and profitable pofts in the Army,
did, for Confcience fake, refign them, beirig
called to the fpiritual Warfare.

 Theyaffirm(fays William Penn, aforefaid
¢ chap. 2.§ 4. of the Rife and Progrefs &. )
¢ that Chriftianity teacheth people to beat
¢ their Swords into Plough-fhares, and their
¢ Spears into Pruning—honks, and to learn
¢ War no more.-——- exhorting them to em-
ploy their zeal againft Sin, and turn their
anger againft Satan, and no longer war
againft one another, becaufe all Wars

and Fightings come of mens own Hearts
' : ¢ Lufts,

"
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Lufts, according to the Apoftle Fames, and
not of the meek Spirit of Chrift Jefus,
who is Captain of another Warfare which
1s carried on with other Weapons: Nor
ought they for this to be obnoxious to Ci«
vil Government, fince if they cannot fight
for it, neither can they fight aganft
it, which is no mean Security to any
State ; nor is it reafonable that People
fhould be blamed for not doing more for
others than they can do for themfelves.’
3. The payment of Tythes or Church-
Rates, fo called by any of this Profeffion,
was always cenfured among this People,
as a Deviation from the known Senfe and
Judgment of the Brethren, with regard
to the Support of a Chriftian Miniftry, and
a trampling upon that Teftimony which
they believed God had called them to
bear againft this antichriftian Yoak of Op-
preffion, and was faithfully maintained by
divers of the ancient Brethren, by fuffering
Imprifonment, even unto Death, upon this
account: A mean Submiflion to this Yoak,
for fear of {fuffering, was further condemn-
able, becaufe of its tendency to increafe the
Sufferings of the Faithful and ftrengthen the
hands of their Adverfaries.
This hath been always deemed {o effential
2 point, that from the firft Publication of
the
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the Epiftles from the Yearly Meeting of
London to this prefent time, Accounts are
tranimitted from thence of the Sufferings of
Friends in that behalf; and not only fo, but
Exhortations to Faithfulnefs, in this refpect,
are rarely omitted : Among which I think
1t worth while to tranfcribe the following,
from [the Epiftle publithed in the year
1733¢

---—- ¢ The Zeal of our Friends who have
abode faithful in their Teftimony againft
paying Tythes, Steeple-houfe-Rates and
Priefts Maintenance, has greatly tended
to the opening of the eyes of many, not
only in this, but alfo in other Countries.
We received laft year an account from
New-England, where our Friends for-
merly underwent grievous Sufferings, that
a Law is made exempting them from
paying either to the maintenance of the
eftablithed Minifters, or the repairing of
their Worfhip-houfes ; and ’tis our Belief
that if all Friends here had been faithful

in their Teftimony againft Tythes, the

time of our Deliverance {rom that Op-

preffion under which this Nation yet

groans, would have been nearer at hand.

We do therefore earneftly exhort to a

clofe coming up in that, and every other

¢ Branch of our Teftimony tending to the

¢ promotion
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¢ promotion of Gofpel Liberty, which it
¢ has been our Concern ever fince we were
* a People, through manifold Sufferings, to
¢ maintain.’ : -

Moreover, that this Teftimony may be
maintained clearly and confiftently, it is
recommended ¢ that Friends every where
f.may not confent to, nor connive at any
Payments made for them by their Neigh-
bours or Relations laying down Money for
them, or making Stippages- on them or
Difcounting in the way of Trade, but that
they fincerely difcourage and endeavour
to prevent all fuch Proceedings, as tend-
ing to weaken or leflen their Teftimony ;
and that Friends, in their Books of Ac-
counts, do not allow of fuch Payments,
Stoppages or Difcountings, as di{charging
any part of the Debts due from fuch Per-
fons, but keep the Debts -of fuch ftill
equally in Demand ; nor are fuch Stop-
pages admitted by the Yearly Meeting as
Sufferings, inafmuch as they do not dif-
charge any Debt ; for if they did, the Stop-
page would thereby be allowed, and fo
the Teftimony be let fall,’ Yearly Meet-
ing Minute in MSS. A. D, 1733.

4. Marrying by the Prieft, and with per-
{ons of different Perfuafions in Matters of
Faith, was, and remains to be, a juft ob-

ek
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ject of their Cenfure for divers reafons, viz,
1, As it is an acknowledgment of the
ufurped Power of the Prieft to marry,
deftitute of Support from Secripture-Autho-
rity, the Prieft of old having no other part
than that of a Witnefs among the reft; fo
that the modern undcrtaking of thofe called
the Clergy to join any in Marriage, is
looked upon by this people to be an Impo-
fition to advance their own Power and Pro-
fits. *, 2dly. Becaufe fuch Marriages are
commonly performed in a furreptitious
and clandeftine manner, and in violation of
the Right of Parents in the difpofal of their
Children in Marriage, 3dly. Becaufe fuch
Marriages commonly prove a fruitful fource
of many Calamities, both to the perfons con-
cerned and their Families, and to the So-
ciety in general, whilft the Man and Wife,
who fhould be Help-meets to each other in
the great affairs that concern Salvation, are
hereby, in a great meafure, hindered from
being fo, Diftraction and Confufion attends
the performance of religious Duties both
public and private, great difficulties attend
the Education of the Children that are
the refult of fuch Marrjages, whofe Man-
ners and Language are lable to be cor-
rupted, even as among the old Ifraelites fmﬁn

b _. the

¥* Penn's Rife and Progrefs,
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the like occafion, mentioned in Nebemiah it/ -
which {poke half the Language of the Fews,
and half that of A4fbdod ; and not only f{o,
but the like confufion in their religious Prin-
ciples, if fuch Parents have zeal enough
to mnftil any, is likely to fucceed.

II. It remains next to be defcribed; what .
their methods of Procedure with fuch dif:
orderly perfons were *, what Penalties were
enjoined them, what Satisfaction was re-
quired in order to their Reftoration; and how
they proceeded in difowning the Refractory.

In doing this I fhall deliver Fa&s drawn
from Inftances upon Record, not prefuming
to urge thefe as invariable Standards of
Church-Difcipline, but asa faithful Hiftory
of the real ftate and exercife of Difcipline
among our Elders, well knowing that the
diverfity of circamftances frequently attend-
ing the fame Crime requires {uch a diverfity
of treatment, as no precife Rules can be laid
down for, but of which the Church of Chrift,
guided by the Wifdom which is from above,
will always be the fit Judge.

The general method of their procedure
with Tranfgreflors is thus defcribed by Wil-
liam Penn. < He is vifited by fome of
¢ them, and the matter of Fa& laid home
¢ to him. They labour with him in much
¢ Love and Zeal for the good of his Soul,
¢ the Honour of God, and the Reputation

H ¢ of

* And ftill for the moft part are,
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¢ of their Profeflion, to own his Fault, and
condemn it in as ample a manner as the
Scandal was given ; and if he or the fhall
clear their Profeffion by fincere acknow-
ledgment of their fault, and godly Sorrow
for the fame, (which for the moft part is
performed by fome written Teftimony
under the party’s own hand), they are re-
ceived and looked on again as Members
of their Communion ; but if it fo happen
that the party prove refractory and is
not willing to clear the Truth profeffed
from his or her evil doing or unfaithful-
nefs, they, after repeated entreaties and due
waiting for a token of Repentance, give
¢ forth a Paper to difown fuch a Faét and
¢ the party offending, recording the fame as
¢ a Teftimony of their care for the honour

¢ of the Truth they profefs.” * 4
But befides this general Method, there
were moreover certain Particularities of con-
duct

- * Penn’s Rife and Progrefs, &,

+ Tho’ the milder methods of Perfuafion and Ad-
monition prove commonly moft fuccefsful, efpecially
with generous Difpofitions, yet it muft be owned that

nothing lefs than the Terrors of public Cenfure are

Heceffa?y, and fometimes are found effeflual, to the
awakening Offenders of a more ftubborn kind ; and
befides this there is yet another end anfwered by the
Publication of Papers even in defperaté cafes, wiz. to
warn others and prevent the fpreading of Evil. Thus
the Apoltle Paul, 1 Tim. v. 20. Them that fin rebuke

before ally that others alfo may fear,
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ﬂu& fuited to particular Cafes, which fecm
not unworthy of being more minutely fpeci-
fied. I {hall begin with grofs Immoralitics,
or Practices univerfally condemned by all
who bear the chriftian Name, and then pro-
ceed to thofe Irregularitics which were
deemed Breaches of Fellowthip, or inftances
of Unfaithfulnefs in thofe of this particular
Profeffion.

~ In the Cafe of Drunkennefs, 1 find in the
Records of this Nation, not only in the year
1678; but lower down, even in the year
1700, that thofe who had in any wife given
public offence (in this and in {everal other
«cafes alfo) were ordinarily required to appear,
and did appear before the Mens Meetirigs,
within the limits of which they lived, where
they were admonifhed ; and here the loweft
degree of Satisfaction required was a wverdal
Condemnation from the party concerned,
which, in Cafes of a lefs heinous nature,
was fometimes accepted of ; but in the more
early days I find but few cafes that fell
under the cognizance of a Mens Meeting,
wherein a Condemnation or Acknowledg-
ment was not required under the Party’s
own hand.

Perfons addi¢ted to Drunkennefs were alfo
excluded from the Privilege of fitting with
faithful Brethren in the Meetings for Church-
Difcipline, nor were they deemed worthy

) - N the
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the honour of exercifing any publick Office
in the Church, as Treafurer, Vifitor, &,

In the years 1687 and 1700, I find that
Drunkennefs in a Quaker was deemed fo
fcandalous, that fome who had been guilty
of it, having condemned themfelves under
their own hands, were furthermore required
to give Copies of fuch their papers of Self-
condemnation to the People of the Town
where they were moft known. Over this
fort of Tranfgreflors they however com -
monly exercifed much chriftian patience,
by long continued Admonitions, which
when they proved ineffeual, a Tefti~
mony of Denial was publithed againft
them.

As to Whoredom, Swearing, Fighting and
Gaming, if any were found guilty, they were
not only feverely cenfured, but excluded the
Society by a public Teftimony, where due
Admonition proved ineffeGtual. - '

Next, as to Injuflice or Frauds in Dealing -
If any, under this Profeffion, were given to
break their Words and Promifes, particu-
larly in the payment of their Debts, they-
were not permitted to fit in the Meetings
for Difcipline ; and they were forbidden to
join with Friends in their Collections, there
being caufe to fufpe@ that what fuch give is’
not their own, and ¢ in fuch cafes a man is

accepted
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accepted according to what he hath, and
not according to what he hath not *.

And, as to thofe who became Bankrupts, it
was the conftant Recommendation and Ad-
vice of Friends in this Nation +}, to perfons
under thefe Circumftances, to give up, and
make an equal Diftribution of their Sub-
ftance to their Creditors ; and if that did not
fatisfy, to furrender their Bodies alfo : But if
any refufe {o to do, that they be admonifhed ;
and if they perfift and ftand upon their own
Terms, in order to extort a compliance from
their Creditors contrary to Juftice, they are
to be difowned and their Practices teftified
againft in public, as hath been obferved in the
preceding Chapter, with the proper Anthe-
rities for fo doing. I

Moreover, their Zeal, in this inftance, did
not extend itfelf only to private but to public
Juftice alfo, particularly in their care’ that
none under this Profeflion thould defraud the

¥ & King

¥ 2 €pr. viil. 12, and gth month National Meeting
of Dublin 17135.

+ See 11th month 1719, of the Records of Dublin
Mens Meeting.

1 It may not be ufelefs here to intimate, how far this
Prattice of difclaiming Fellowfhip, with perfons guilty of
feveral of the Immoralities here fpecified, is fupportable
by Scripture Authority. The Apoltle Paul, 1 Cor. v. 11.
fays thus: [ have written unto you, nst to keep company,
tf any man that is called a Brother, be a Fornicator, or
covetous, or an ldolatery or a Railer, or a Drunkard,
or an Extortioner, with fuch an ane, no not io cat.
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King of his Duties, Cuftoms or Excife ; and
fuch who have been found guilty are to be,
and accordingly actually have been, tcﬁlﬁed
againtt.

Married perfons who violated their mutual,
folemn Engagements of Love and Fjdehty,
by falling into Variance and living {eparately,
were alfo if they perfifted herein, after Ad-
monition, teftified againft.

If any had propofed Marriage to a young
Wﬂman without the previous confent of her
Parents or Guardians, he was obliged to con-
demn it in Wntmg, previoufly to the Meet-
ing’s taking cognizance of his Prefentatlﬂn
Df Marriage,

Such who had engaged the AffeGions of
young Women on account of Marriage, and
afterwards arbitrarily deferted them, were
{everely cenfured, and fometimes teftified
againft,

Them is another Tranfgreflion of a deeper
Dye, which, in a faithful Hiftory of the
chriftian Difcipline exercifed among this
PE(:-ple, ought not, I think, tp be paffed
over in filence, but that the proper Methods
of procedure on fuch occafion ought to be
Ipecified, not only becaufe we are warranied
in {o doing by Scrlptme Examplﬁ but alfo
becanfe thf:: Crime hath been, is, and may
be, but too frequent, is a Trefpafs of an
helnous na ture, and requires proper Satis-

faction
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faction to be made to the injured Perfon,
and becaufe we {hall hence not be at a lofs
to determine what that Satisfaction ought to
be, according to the Law of God, the Prac-
tice of the Elders, and the Senfe of George
Fox, the firft Inftrument of fettling Difci-
pline among this People.

The Cafe I mean is this: If a young or
unmarried Man entice and defile a Virgin,
what Penalty muft heincur ? Shall any Man
under thefe Circumftances, yet profeffing
himfelf a Member of the Church of Chrift,
be fuffered to abandon fuch Female at plea-
" {ure, as is the practice of {fuch as own no
Subjettion to Law or Difcipline, or what
Reftitution muft he make her for this great
Injury done her ?

- N. B. The Cafe of common Proftitutes,
as alfo that extraordinary one, which may
poflibly happen, of Maidens who may {o far
deviate from the native modefty of the Sex
as to allure young Men, is out of the
Queftion ; the Difcipline of the Church

having never been intended for the Encou-
- ragement of either of thefe, but for the Pro-
teCtion of the injured Innocence of Virgins
enticed, defiled, and then arbitrarily aban-
doned by young Men, which is the fingle
point I here confider.

Now the Precepts of God, by Mofes, are
very exprefs in this Cafe, vz, Emdé xxil.

10,15
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16, 17. If a Man entice a Maid that is net
betrothed, and lie with ber, he fhall furely endow
ber to be bis Wife. If ber Father utterly refufe
20 grve ber to bim, be fhall pay money according
fo the Dowry of Virgins, This is repeated,
Deut, xxii. 28, %0 7~2n The Man fhall give
unto the Damfel’s Father Jifty Shekels of S tlver,
and (he fhall be bis Wife becaufe be hath humbled
ber : ke may not put ber away all bis days.

And in George Fox's Judgment in this
cafe, no Superiority, in refpe to the Riches
of this World, fhall difengage the Man from
his obligation to marry the Woman whom
he hath thus defiled. ~ For in his Epiftles,
page 282, he faith ; < If any Man fhould
¢ defile a Woman, he muft marry her, even
¢ if the be a Beggar, tho’ he have never fo
¢ many hundreds; for the Law of God
¢ commands it,” And the Practice of Friends
m fuch cafes is thus related by the fame
&. Fox, in the place before-cited of his
Epiftles. viz.

- ¢ Such Marriages, where the Bed is de-
filed, are not brought into our Men and
Womens Meetings, but fome Friends (if
fuch a thing happen) draw up a Certificate,
and they fet their hands to it, that they
will live faithfully together as Man and
Wife, and fulfil the Law of God.’” *

And

* See hereafter an inflance of 2 Man and Woman

difowned for a Breach of this Rule,

L B - Y iy .y =i =y
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And indeed many weighty reafons may
be advanced in fupport of this Practice, viz.

1. The Violation of the Woman’s Chaftity
1s {uch an Injury as no meer pecuniary Satis-
faction can be a juft Equivalent for. 2. The
perfons thus defiled are hereby rendered un-
fit for any but themfelves. 3. If they be
equal in point of Education and other Cir-
cumitances, {carce any will obje¢t againft
their being married : But if the Woman be
poor, and have fallen a Vi&im to the Luit of
the Rich and Potent, nothing can be a more
effectual Difcouragement to fuch libidinous
practice than a ftrict Exercife of the Difci-
pline here laid down.

I proceed next to confider the Penalties
inflited on occafion of thofe Irregularities
which are deemed Breaches. of Fellow-
thip, or inftances of Unfaithfulnefs in thofe
of this particular Profeffion, the principal
of which are thefe.

1. Whereas in cafes of Difference among
Friends it is an eftablifhed Rule * that fuch
¥'riends fhall refer the Determination of fuch
cafes to indifferent, impartial and judicious
Friends chofen by the Parties themfelves;
if any Brother fhall arreft, fue, or implead
another at Law, before he hath made offer
of a Reference as aforefaid, he fhall be
flaalt with by the Meeting to which he be-

ongs for fuch his diforderly Proceeding, in
order
¥ Yearly Mecting of Londen 1697,
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order that he may either condemn it and
himfelf therein, or that the Meeting dif-
own him *, |
However, fince in procefs of time it was
found by Experience to be very poflible that
bad Men, under the Cloak of this Profeflion,
might endeavour fraudulently and haftily to
remove themielves or their Effects in order
to deprive their Creditors, who were Friends,
of the opportunity of doing themfelves juf=
tice, according to the method prefcribed in
the above-cited Minute of the ﬁar{y Meet-
ing of London 1697, it is declared, 1n a fub-
fequent Explanation hereof made in the year
1720, that this Minute is not intended ta
prevent fuch bad Men from being dealt with
by a legal Procefs, as the nature of the Cafe
may require ; of which the Monthly and
Quarterly Meetings are the proper Judges.
And moreover, in order to prevent the
Danger and Lofs, that might fometimes at-
tend Delays in compleating the’ determina-
tion of Differences, it is recommended by
the Yearly Meeting 1744, to every Monthly
Meeting, on any fuch occafion, to appoint
proper perfons out of their feveral Meetings,
with whom the Friends concerned may ad-
vife in the Infervals of Monthly Meetings, in
order that Juftice may be done with fpeed.
. -

* Yearly Meeting of Londox 1697,



(123 )

2. In the Cafe of contrating Marriage
with perfons of different perfuafions in mat-
ters of Faith, or Marriages by the Priefts;
it is declared, in the printed Epiftle from
the Yearly Meeting in London 1719, that
“fudgment ought to be fixed upon fuch as
contract Marriages with perfons of another
Society, efpecially where fuch undue Liberty
hath been taken contrary to the timely Pre-
caution and Admonition of the Parents or
Guardians. And in a Minute in Manufcript
of the Yearly Meeting in 1741 and 1744, it
is declared to be the Senfe of that Meeting
¢ that fuch who marry contrary to the Rules
of this Society, 7. e. by the Priefts, fhall
not be relieved as poor Friends ¥, nor be
admitted to fit in Meetings for Difcipline,
nor their Collection be received by any
Meeting until they be reftored into Unity
with the Monthly Meeting to which they
formerly belonged.’ "
3. If any of this Profeffion fhould pay or
receive Tythes, they are to be looked upon
and dealt withal as unfaithful, as appears by
many Recommendations from the Yearly
Meeting of London, and particularly that in
the year 1706 in Manufcript; ¢ that each
¢ Quarterly and Monthly Meeting do ufe

¢ their

R TR TR TR R TR TR T

* Viz. Not as faithful Members of the Socicty,
though in cafes of neceffity they may be relicved as O‘gg
jeéts of Charity. i1



1
[ 4

[ 1

c
€
€
L%
<
<
3
F
<
3
¢
¢
F
[ 4
F
¢
<
<
<

(124 )

their beft endeavours in the Spirit and Or-
der of the Gofpel, and in the exercife of
great tendernefs and brotherly kindnefs,
to inform, convince, exhort, admonifh
and reprove all fuch, as they fee caufe, in
order to gain and bring them to the ac-
knowledgment and obedience of the Truth
in that particular : and if they continue un-
faithful, that then the Monthly or Quarterly
Meeting unto which fuch belong, having
exercifed chriftian patience and forbearance
toward fuch, do manifeft and declare, that
they are unworthy to be admitted to the
Meetings of Bufinefs among  Friends, or
to join in the ColleGtions for the Service
of the Church ; and if after that, fuch per-
fons fhall perfift in their Unfaithfulnefs
and Oppofition, that then the Monthly
or Quarterly Meeting proceed further to
give Judgment, as in the holy Fear, Coun-
fel and Wifdom of God they fhall be di-
rected and guided therein.’

It remains now that fome Account be

given of the method of publithing the Pa-
pers of Condemnation, given forth in cafe of
any of the Irregularities above-mentioned,
whether by the party concerned,  or the
Meeting whereof he was a profefled Mem-
ber. The method of publifhing thefe Papers
admitted of fome Variation, according to the
greater or lefler Notoriety of the Offence,

The
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The general Rule was, that the Publica-
tion fhould be made as amply as the Scan-
dal had been given: Thus, whereas in
fome Cafes, v7z. where the Offence had
been lefs public, it was deemed fufficient to
publith the Papers of Condemnation in the
Men and Women’s Meetings, in others
where the Scandal had been more public,
they were read in the public Meetings.

And here it would be drawing a Veil over
the Zeal and Simplicity which was preva-
lent in early days in this Nation, to fupprefs
the mention of one Evidence of it, v7z. I find
in feveral Cafes, in the years 1673, 1679,
1691 and 1692, that the Papers of Acknow-
ledgment given forth by any Tranfgreffor
were frequently read in the public Meetings
by the party himfelf; and when he could
not read, it hath been required that he
thould deliver it to fome other perfon who
{hould read it, the Offender himfelf {ftanding
by in the mean while.

And how earneft they were, that the end
of the Publication might be moft effeCtually
anfwered, may appear from this inftance,
that they have ordered a Paper of this kind
to be read both in the Morning and After-
noon Meetings, on the fame Day in Dublin
nor did it fuffice, on all occafions, to caufe
fuch Papers to be publithed in their Meet=
ings ; but in fome Cafes, notorioufly fcan-

dalous,
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dalotis; they have been diftributed for thé
information of Strangers, and fome of them
have been fet up in the Market-places :
And laftly, fome Papers of Condemnation
againft fuch as have contrated Marriage
with perfons of a different Community, and
in Rebellion again{t their Parents, have been
ordered to be thewed to fuch Priefts who
have joined them in Marriage,; as a Teftis
mony againft them alfo, who upon thefe oc-
cafions, for the {ake of a little fordid Lucre,
proftitute their Confciences, violate all whole<
fome Difcipline, and are Inftruments of
plunging many an unthinking Couple into
Ruin.

Notwithftanding what hath been above
obferved concerning the Readmiffion of
Tranigreflors upon an Acknowledgment of
their Fault under their own hand, it is to
be noted that here was ftill continued a View
to their future Condu@, which if it did not
correfpond to their profeffion, the Church
proceeded to teftify againft fuch.

There is one Abufe which proves fome-<
times a Misfortune to this Society, as its
Members are diftinguithed by a peculiar
fimplicity of Habit, vzz. That fome, who
have been denied or difowned for {can-
dalous or immoral Pracices, choofe ftill to
take fhelter under this plain Garb, and fome=

times ufe it as a Cloak to conceal their
| Wickeds
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Wickednefs, being (though they poffefs no=
thing but the outward Form) ftill deemed
- by Strangers to be Members of this Com-
munity, which not unfrequently fuffers in
its Reputation unjuftly on this account. In
fuch cafes it hath become neceflary, and ac-
cordingly been fometimes practifed, to re-
publifh the Papers, of Condemnation for=
merly given forth againft fuch.

- It remains, laftly, that I give fome Exam-~
ples of their Methods of teftifying againft, or
excluding from religious Fellowfhip, or dif~
owning as Brethren, fuch as proved refrac-
tory, or on whom the milder meafures of
Perfuafion and Admonition took no place.

Example 1. For Fraudulent Dealing.

“Whereas B. C. of Dublin, Bricklayer,
having for fome time made profeffion of the
blefled Truth with us the People called
Quakers, but not minding, as he ought, the
conduct of the Light and Spirit thereof,
which teaches to walk honeftly as in the
Day, and to obferve the good Rule of
doing unto others as we would have them
do unto us, hath, by his unfair and difor-~
derly Actions, been the occafion of great
Grief and Trouble to us, and brought Scan-
dal and Reproach upon our holy Profef-
fion, vig, by plunging himfelf into Debt,

by



( 128 )
by getting either Money or Effefts of other
people into his hands, beyond what he
could honeftly anfwer or difcharge, fo that
not only Reproach hath been brought upon
Truth by his repeated breaking his Word,
Promifes and Engagements, but feveral Fa-
milies are, or may be, in danger of fuftain-
ing confiderable Lofs by him; and we the
faid People being truly concerned for the
honour of Truth, his Good, and on ac-
count of thofe who, we believe, were chiefly
induced to truft him becaufe he was of our
Society, did, upon his entring into great
Undertakings and Bufinefs, faithfully warn
him of the danger he was ini, if he was not
very careful in the management thereof;
and tho’ he diflémbled and concealed his
Condition, yet at laft getting fome know-
ledge of his Circumftances, we advifed him
to deal honeftly and plainly with his Cre-
ditors, in offering them his Body and de-
livering up what Subftance he had for their
Satisfaction, if upon laying open his Con~
dition they fhould require it ; and tho’ he
has often promifed, when dealt with by us,
to order his Concerns fo as not to bring
Scandal upon the Truth he made profeffion
of.---—Now, after fufficient waiting and
forbearance to fee his Performance, we can-
not but obferve he fill continues to evade,

and there is caufe to fufpect he may get t%r--
o er
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ther irito debt by his appearing fill to be of
our Society ; We are therefore now con-
cerned to declare, that we have no Unity
with him the faid B. C. nor can we owa
him to be of us; until he come to a true
fight and fenfe of his Mifcarriage, in caufing
the way of Truth to be evil fpoken of by
the above-mentioned, unfair and diforderly
Actions; which are both inconfiftent with
true Religion and deftrucive to human So-
ciety; and until he make fuch Satisfaction
to his Creditors as he fhall be able ; and
that he may by true Repentance obtain
Mercy from the Lord for thefe and all other
his Tranfgreflions, is our earneft Prayer un-
to God for him.” _

. Signed in Dublin, on behalf of the Mens
Meeting; the 14th of the 1ft month .4, D,

170:, by .

George Rooke, Samuel Baker,
Jofeph Thomas,  Robert Bradfbaw,
Thomas Afbton,  William Spurrett,
Fames Pettigrew,  Levi Barloe,
Jofeph Maddock,  Anthony \Sharpe.
George Newland,

Example 2. For Drunkennefs.

. “ Thefe are to certify to all People where
this Writing may come, that whereas 4. B.
hath for divers years gone under the deno-
mipation of a Quaker, and yet in feveral

L thing
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things hath walked diforderly, and more
efpecially hath been fubject to the vile and
notorious Sin of Drunkennefs; and tho’
he hath from time to time, for the fpace of
ten years and upwards, been very tenderly
admonifhed, both privately and publickly,
yet {till he perfifts and is fubject to be over-
come by that notorious Sin, to the great
Difhonour of God, his Truth and People,
and to the faddening of the Hearts of the
Upright, among whom he hath often aflem-
bled : Now for thefe confiderations, and for
the purging and cleanfing God’s Houfe
(which Holinefs becomes) of all Pollutions
and Defilements, and the Scandals and Re-
proaches that are caft upon it by the means
and occafion of fuch unruly and diforderly
Members ; having, according to the nature
of true Chriftianity, from time to time, for
above the fpace of ten years aforefaid, fought
to recover lgim from his Sin in true and un-
feigned tendernefs and love, and all along
waited for his Amendment ; and now find-
ing, by fad Experience, no hope of anfwer-
ing our defire, we can do no lefs than de-
clare againft him and his evil courfe of Life ;
and hereby fignify unto all the World, that
we do difown him and all fuch unfavoury
Members and Actions as he is found in.
And the Lord our God, in whofe Prefence
we are, knows that this is not done in any

Rafhnefs or Prejudice towards him asa man,
but
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‘but in very much Tendernefs and Humility =
And if it fhall pleafe God fo to work upon
his Heart and Spirit that he be made fenfible
of his Sin and Tranfgreffion; and come, thro’
Judgment, unto true and unfeigned Repen-
tance and Améndment of Life, and, in true
Penitency and Brokennefs of Spirit, {feek Re-
conciliation again with the Lord and his Peo-
ple, we fhall in the fame tendernefs and un-
feigned Love be glad and willing to receive
him, as the Father did his prodigal Son, into
Favour and Fellowthip again, until which
time we do Deny and Difown him and his
Actions, and cannot account or efteem him
to be one of us.”

~ Subfcribed at the Defire and in behalf of a
Mens Meeting of the faid People at Cafleder-
mot, the 26th of the gth month 1681, by

Chriftopher Raper,  Francis Randai,
- Anthony Sharp, Thomas Carlron,
Abrabam Fuller,  Thomas Wefton,

Example 3. - Of @ Woman for being marricd
‘o @ Man to whom anather Woman bhad a Right,

““ Whereas E. F. hath made Profeffion of
Truth feveral years, but by giving too much
opportunity of Familiarity and Converfation
on account of Marriage with 4. B. who for
committing Uncleannefs with a young Wo-
man, and afterwards refufing to marry her
according to Juflice, was teftified againft and

i difowned
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difowned to be of us the People called
Quakers, hath fuffered herfelf, ina diforderly
manner, to be joyned unto the faid A. B. as
his Wife, to the defrauding of the faid young
Woman of her Right, being yet unmarried ;
we do hereby declare, that the faid E. F. by
her fo doing hath gone out of Fellowfhip
with us the faid People, and we cannot own
her to be of our Society, until, by unfeigned
Repentance, fhe obtain Mercy of the Lord,
which that the may is our fincere Defire.” *

Signed in Dublin the 12th of the sth

month 1720, by

Henry Brookfield, Fohn Thacker,
ames Whitehill, Elifba Francis,

ames Petticrew, Samuel Fuller,
Fofeph Inman, Fobn Feffrys,
George Rooke, Samuel Watfon,
Timothy Forbes, Daniel Bewly,
Peter Fudd, Fonathan Eeves,
Feremiah Duggan, — William Wyly,
Fames Miller, Nicholas Carter,
Amos Strettel, Yobn Chaytor,
Fobn Stoddart, Edward Fawcet,
;{;ﬁ"ub Gill, Gawin Bigland,
'homas Bewly, Henry Pemberton,
William Allen, Ifaac Summers,
Paul Fobnfon, Francis Ru/Jell,

Fofeph Bourd, SFohn Budd,
Philip Martin, ames Fobnfton.

Fofeph Inman, jun.
Example

# This is inferted here, as an Exemplification of the
Difcipline exercifed in the Cafe above difcufled, page
£18, 119, &0,
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Example 4.I For marrying with a Man of
- a different Perfuafion.

~ *“ Whereas E. B. Daughter of C. B. de-
ceafed, was educated in the Profeffion of us
the People called Quakers, and did fome-
times frequent our religious Meetings, but
for want of a faithful adherence to the Dic-
tates of that divine Principle which was fuf-
ficient to have preferved her in a due ob-
fervance of the divine Command, ¢ Honour
¢ thy Father and Mother,” &¢. as well as
the known Rules of our Society, hath been
prevailed on to fuffer herfelf to be joined
In Marriage, by a Prieft, toa Man of a dif-
ferent Perfuafion in matters of Faith, and
without her Mother’s Confent ; we do there-
fore hereby difown the faid E, B. to be of
our Society, until the come to witnefs that
godly Sorrow which worketh true Repen-
tance, which that the Lord may mercifully
orant her is our fincere Defire.”
Signed in Dublin, the 22d of the 11th
month 1744, by

Peter Fudd, Henry Pemberton,
Daniel Bewly, Jobn Rutty.
Gherret Haffen,  Fames Fobnfton,
Thomas Martin, Francis Rufell,
Fobn Barclay, -

13 Thete
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Thefe Specimens may f{uffice to fhew
the Spirit and Temper with which their
Papers of Denial or Coandemnatian are drawn
up, which how remote from that which
accompanied the Excommunications of the
Church of Rome, may appear from a Spe-
cimen of the latter, which I have thought
worth my while to annex, and is as follows,

The Form of a Romifb Excommu-
nication.

By the Authority of GOD the Father
‘Almighty, the Blefled Virgin Mary, St,
Peter and St. Paul, and the Holy Saints.

¢e E Excommunicate, utterly Curfe,
| Bann, Commit and deliver te the
Devil of Hell F---s F----n, late of Dublin,
now of T--%--Is in the County of W-----w,
that hath in {pight of G O D, St. Peter, and
of all the holy Saints, and in fpight of our
holy Father the Pope, God’s Vicar here
on Earth, and in fpight of our Right Re-
verend Father our Diocefan, and worfhipful
Canons who ferve God daily, apoftatized
to a moft damnable Religion full of Herefy
and Blafphemy; excommunicated forever
let him be, and delivered over to the Devil
in Hell as a perpetual Malefactor and Schif-
matick : Accurfed may he be in all Cities,
Bt and
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and in all Towns, Fields, High-ways, Yards
and Houfes, and in all other Places, whe-
ther lying or rifing, walking or running,
leaning or ftanding, waking or {leeping, eat-
ing or drinking, and whatfoever Thing he
does befides. We feparate him from the
Fold, and all the good Prayers of the Church,
from the Participation of the Holy Jefus,
from all Sacraments, Chapels and Altars,
from holy Bread and holy Water, and from
all the Merits of God’s holy Priefts and reli-
gious Men, and all our Cloyfters, from all
Pardon and privilege of Rights and Immu-
nities, which all the holy Fathers have, and
the Pope have given them ; and we give him
over abfolutely to the Power of the Fiend,
and let him quench his Soul, when dead,
in Flames of Hell-fire, as this Candle is now
quenched and put out by us. And let us pray
God, Our Lady, St. Peter and St. Paul, that
his Eyes may be put out in this World, as
this Candle is: Let us pray God that all his
Senfes of his Body may fail him, as the Light
of this Candle doth, except he comes on fight
hereof, and openly confeflfes his damnable
Herefy and Blafphemy, and by Repentance,
as much as in ﬂim lies, make Satisfation
to GO D, our Lady, St. Peter and St. Paul,
and the worfhipful Company of this Church;
and as the Sm¥ of this holy Crofs now falls

down,
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down, fo may he, except he recants and
Fepents, = ¢ ' '

P iy B
Fuly 18,.1733. BeweeMee---r, Regr,
DUBLIN, Printed in the Year 1736.
GoHA P VI,

Of their Difcipline in relation to
" Marriage,

YHEIR Care in conduing this
weighty Affair is {o fingular, and fo
effectual a Security to the Rights of Parents,
and Check to all clandeftine Proceedings,-
and withal {o juft a Rebuke upon the fcan-
dalous Licentioufnefs that in this refpect pre-
vails among many, that I have judged it to
merit the Attention of other Profeflors of
Chriftianity, and very well wqrth}r of a di-
ftin& Chapter,

The Man and Woman prefent themfelves
to the Men and Waomens Monthly Meetings
for Church-Affairs where they refide, and
there declare their intentions of taking each
other as Man and Wife, if the faid Meeting
have no material Objection againit it.

The principal Conditions of their Ac-
ceptance are thefe s , o

1. It 1s an eftablithed Rule, that no Man
propofe Marriage to a Woman without the

' Previou::
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previus confent of his own and her Parents
or Guardians, and if the unbridled Affections
of any fhould have precipitated him into .a
Breach of this Rule, he is required, pur<
{uant to the Advice of the 2¢ar/y Meeting
of London 1707, to remove the Offence, and
give Satisfaction * to fuch Parents and Guar-
dians, and to the Meeting to which they do
belong, by a due and open Acknowledg-
ment of the Offence, and Condemnation of
himfelf for it, and to get the Confent of
fuch Parents or Guardians before he fhall be
permitted to proceed to accomplith his in-
tended Marriage. vy

2. That the Parties be of the fame Faith
and Judgment in matters of Religion, and

profeffed Members of this Society.
3. That none fhall marry within fuch de-

rees of Confanguinity or Affinity as are for-

bidden by the Law of God. £ o
4. Whereas the Admiffion of any Mar-
riage to be celebrated, according to the Rules
of this Society, is an Acknowledgment of the
Perfons thus admitted as Brethren and
Sifters of the Community ; if either of thefe
fhould formerly have been guilty of any
mifdemeanour, whereby Scandal had been
brought on the Society, it hath, in fuch cafe,
been

¢ Asis alfo the Woman, if fhe have encouraged it
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‘been the conftant Practice in this Natiof,
that, upon this folemn Occafion, fuch thould
condemn their Fault, which for the moft
part is done in Writing.

Where no Obftacles oti any of thefe Ac-
counts appear, or having appeared, are re=
moved, the Meeting paffes the Propofals of
Marriage, takes 2 Minute thereof, and ap-
points proper perfons to enquire into the
clearnefs of the Parties from all others, and
to hold correfpondence with other Monthly
Meetings to the fame purpofe, if the Parties
have refided in different places. It alfo or-
ders the intentions of Marriage to be pub-
lifhed at leaft in two fundry public Meetings
where the Man and Woman refide, or have
refided, before the Marriage be folemnized,
in order that convenient time may be al-
lowed for Satisfaction concerning their clears
nefs from all Scandal, Precontrads, &, *

The Parties are required to give their Ata
tendance a fecond time at the Monthly Meet-
ing, which is ufually the next enfuing, or
the next after, where the perfons appointed
to make the Enquiry above-mentioned return
an account of the refult, which if it prove
fatisfattory to the Meeting, the Parties are
at liberty to proceed to the accomplifhment
of their Marriage, for which purpofe it was
the ancient praétice to appoint a particular
' Meeting,

* See the yearly Meeting Epiftle 1692,
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Meeting, whereat twelve faithful Witnefies,
at leaft, were required to be prefent ; but of
later years Marriages in this Nation have
been commonly folemnized in the ordin
public Meetings for Worfhip, which hath
had this good effe@, to make public and
ftrongly recommend this decent and comely
order to all fober and impartial Obfervers.
Here the Man and Woman take each other
as Hufband and Wife, and promife each
other, with God’s Affiftance, to be loving
and faithful in that relaton ’till Death fe-
parate them.

Of all thefe Proceedings a Narrative is
kept in the way of Certificate, to which the
faid Parties firft fet their hands, thereby
making it their own A& and Deed, and then
divers of the Relations, Speftators and Au-
ditors fet their Names, as Witneffes of what
they have faid and figned, and this Certi-
ficate is afterwards regiftered in the Record
belonging to the Meeting where the Mar-
riage is {olemnized. *

There is yet another thing that always, in
this Nation, becomes the fubjet of the care
of the fame Monthly Meeting, vzz. to ap-
point two perfons as Overfeers to take care
that the Marriage be folemnized with mo-
defty and gravity, and to difcourage Super-

fluities

* Penn’s Hiftory of the Rife and Progrefs of the
People called Quakers.
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fluities of Eating, Drinking, Apparel, wars
ton Behaviour, &e¢. upon this Occafion.

As to Second Marriages, thefe two things
chiefly fall under their Care and Cogni~
zance : :

1. If the Man be a Widower; or the Wo-
man 2 Widow, and have Children by a for-
mer Wife or Hufband, that Provifion be pre-
vioufly made for fuch Children where it
can conveniently be done.

2. It hath been a received and conftant
Tradition among this People in this Nation,
and 1s mentioned as fuch in the Records of
Leinfter Province, that Friends fhould not
proceed in fecond Marriages until a year
were elapfed from the Death of the former
‘Wife or Hufband; and the Pracice ac-
- cordingly hath been fuch, and a more early
Procedure condemned and forbidden as in-

decent.

Dublin, the 18th of the 7th month, 1751,



I NDE X

A
LEHOUSES and Ta-
verns, the frequenting

of 107 108
Apparel 83 E} 86

Bankrupts g9 100 107
Burials, wide Mauming for
the dead.

Conference, wide Meetines
Covetoas men, the Difcipline
to which they were fubject
42 10 45 |
Covetoufnefs, the zeal of the
Elders againtt it, 40 to 49
- D

Dancing g2

Defamation 107

Denial or difuw:ling as Bre-
thren, feveral Examples of
Papers publifhed to this
purpofe 127 to 133

Differences, how to be de-
termined, 121 122 (fee
Law) 475

Drunkennci‘sEmy 115 116

Errors in Opinion, how cen-
fured 50 1

Excommunication, wid, De-
nial

~eemeseessesnaees Romifh, the
Form of, F:;q. 135 136

Fighting 108 109 116
Frauds in dealing

116 117 Meetings for Sufferings

Furniture of h(t;u{'es 86 87 38
Gaming 9z 107 116
H

Healths, the drinking of,
107 108 :

Holydays, {o called, 94 95

Horfe-races g2

Injuftice, wid. Frauds
s

Law, Brother going to Law
with Brother a breach of
Fellowthip, and commenc-
ing or defending Suits at
Law, without neceflity,
forbidden Mﬂ 121 122

Marriage, the Difcipline re-
lating to, 136 t0 140
Marriage Covenant,
breach of 107 118
Marriage by the Prieft, and
with Perfc{ns of a different
perfuafion, 112 113 123
Meetings of Conference 71

to 74

---------

the

among Tradefmen,
in order to confider how
juftice was maintained in
their feveral occupations
97 98

Meetings for Worfhip not to
be declined, forfaken, or
removed on account of
Sufferings 39 40

17

Members
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Members of meetings for
Difcipline, their requifite
qualifications 25 26

Monthly meeting, none to
divide itfelf into two Meet-
ings without the confent of
the Quarterly meeting 1

Miniﬂe{}s: the yDifcipliﬁa tc?:
which they are fubject,

and Advices to them, 65
to 69

Monuments for the dead
88 89

Mourning for the dead 7bid.

Mufic gz

(8]

Oppreflion of Servants and
“Tenants condemned, 101
&e. -

P
Playhoufes 92
Poor, the Ca:{-{e of thém 73

Recreations

Riches,

Running of Goods,
Trade)

9 Z
(Jee Covetonfnefs)

(fee

Songs prophane gz
Superfluity in provifions, ha-
bit and furniture 108
Superfluities in Farming or
‘T'rading, réid.
Swearing 107 116

T

‘T'rading, the ancient praétice
to keep to a word g7 g8
wid. Meetings of Con-
ference

P"‘I

Tranfgreflors and Offerders,
the power exercifed ov r
them 105 108 115 to 133

Trade, Negro trade 10z

=-=------ Running of Goods
103- 117 118

Tythes, from 5z to 64

-------- or Church Rates,

and payments of
111 123 124

109 to

Virgin defiled, what fatisfac-

tion to be made to 118
to 121
Vifitors of Families, their

Office and the Exercife of
it 27 to 36

Vifits provincial, two-fold
74 75

Whoredom 107 116

Wills to be made whilft of
ability of body and mind,
and a preecdent of dealing
with {uch as neglett it 103
to 105

Words and Promifes, the
breach of in the payment
of Debts, how cenfured
16 117

Worlhip of God, the negledt

of 38 39 107
Z

Their Zeal, in maintaining
Meetings, for the Worfhip
of God, and education of

Youth 37 39 73

BT















