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Mr. JoNaTHAN WATHEN,
SURGEON, of LONDON,

In anfwer to his Pamphlet, intitled,

Pra&ical Obfervations on the Venereal Difeafe, &c,

1 N

Which he has introduced and efpoufed certain Anis
madverfions of an anonymous Writer on the cele-
brated Medicine called Kevser’s PivLts.

To which is added,

A LerTeER from the Learned Profellor LE CAT, of
Rouen, with an Account of a remarkable Cure that
Gentleman performed with this Medicine.
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of furgeon, had openly adopted the fentiments of
this anonymous writer, and, unprovoked by me,
who have not the honour of knowing him but
by name, fallen moft cruelly upon my medicine, and
declared it wholly unfit for anfwering any of the
purpofes in the Venereal Difeafe, which are fet
forth in what he is pleafed to call the plaufible
Narrative fo often publifhed.

A little candour, Mr. Wathen, nay I will take
upon me to fay, a little recolletion only, would
have fufficed to fpare us both fome trouble; you,
that of hearing truths that cannot be agreeable to
you ; and me, that of being obliged, in defence of
an injured reputation, and of the real virtues of that
medicine, which has fo happily relieved numbers
of our fellow creatures in the moft deplorable cafes,
to make thofe truths public.

It was matter of fome furprife to me, on perufing
your pamphlet, Sir, which was fent me over by my
correfpondent, and is intitled, Pratiical Objervations
concerning the Cure of the Venereal Difafe by Mercury,
&c. to find that you, who had thought fit to lay a-
fide the lancet, and take up the pen, in order to
give the world fatisfactory ideas of the properties of
medicines, and their modi agendi in the human
body, fhould not have judged it more worthy of
your time and labour to have given us an account
of the operations of fome of thofe many univerfally
received fpecifics, whofe manner of ating has fo
Jong puzzled the moft eminent phyficians to acco;nt:

or,
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for, while their effeéts were fo well known and ap-
plauded ; fuch, for inftance, as the bark in inter-
mitting fevers, in ftopping the progrefs of a {phace-
lus, with many others too tedious to enumerate, ra-
ther than have confined yourfelfto the inveftigating
and elucidating the nature of the cure of the vene-
real difeafe 2y mercury; a thing which is known by
almoft every chirurgical Tyro of atwelvemonth’s
ftanding, who need not be afked twice to anfwer
with certainty, that mercury has not nor can have
any other known manner of operation but by its
fluidity and permeability. You doubtlefs had your
reafons for confining yourfelf to this beaten track,
rather than run the hazard of being bewildered in
a chaos of fuppofitious explanations, which, upon
a ftrit review, might not have been held by adepts
in medicine as perfectly infallible. But to come
more home to the fubject which gave rife to thefe
pages :

You are pleafed to fay, Sir, for you muft allow
me to look upon you as the affertor, who ftand
forth the promulgator of the tenets or reflections
of an anonymous writer, in the Introduétion to
your Obfervations, &e. that the writer ¢ clearly de-
¢« monftrates, that Keyfer’s pills (notwithftanding
¢ the plaufibleNarrative {o often publithed) are not
¢¢ fufficient to cure a confirmed lues. He accounts
¢¢ (you tell us) for their reputation in France from
¢¢ the interefted patronage of the great, who have
¢¢ procured their general ufein the army and navy ;

' B2 wha
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¢ who gave fantion to thofe furgeons and cafes
¢ only, by whom and in which this medicine is
¢t ufed; that all others, however fuperior in real
“ {uccefs, are equally difcredited and neglected ;
‘¢ pay even rewards it feems are given to thofe
¢« who make ufe of Keyfer’s pills;” and conclude
with a quotation in French from the fame anony-
mous writer, which in Englifh runs thus: ¢ A con-
¢ fiderable volume might be formed of well-au-
<¢ thenticated oblervations that have been made of
¢¢ cafes in which Mr. Keyfer’s medicine has failed
¢ of fuccefs.”

This paragragh runs off prettily enough;
but I am forry to fay that it wanrs that feund-
ation fo effentially neceflary to every fuperftruc-
ture of this kind, namely, TruTa, This I muft
take upon myfelf to prove. In the firft place,
you fay, ¢* He (the anonymous writer) demonfirates
¢¢ that Keyler’s pills are not {ufficient to cure a con-
¢ firmed lues.” By any quotation you have hi-
therto favoured us with, no fuch demonftration ap-
pears ; and I am forprifed, that, in the eagernefs
of your purfuit to hunt down my medicine, you
thould not have refleCted that it was necefiary to
have given us fome extraclts from this curious pro-
duétion, containing the arguments again{t the me-
dicine, with an account of cafes in which it has
failed of fuccels, or an analyfis of the medicine it-
felf, all tending to demonftrate its inefficacy or un-
fitnefs for the purpofes for which it is adminiftered.

Bue
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But nothing of all this appears, and the public are
obliged to fubmit to the ipfe dixit of an anonymous
writer, which is very feldom regarded by men of
{fenfe; and Mr. Wathen certainly can do himfelf
very little credit, by quoting random pafiages of
fuch a performance againft a medicine, efpecially as
it will be made appear that the writer has acted as
invidioufly as unjuftly on his part.

But you, with this writer, are pleafed to account
for the reputation of thefe pills in France, &c. (for
it feems you allow them to have acquired fome re-
putation) ¢ from the interefted patronage of the
great, 8&c.” [s it poflible, Mr.Wathen, is it poffible
that a gentleman, who, like you, muft be fuppofed
to have fome acquaintance with the genteel world,
can ftoop fo low as to be the retailer of fuch illibe-
ral refle€tions on men of the firft rank and charac-
ter in a learned and polite nation? Does honour,
humanity, and truth, refide no where but in your
country ! Let me afk Mr. Wathen, does he think
fo meanly of the great perfonages immediately a-
bout a court, and the prefence of their fovereign,
and who many of them, from the'r military offices,
have the inipeftion of the health and treatment of
thofe brave fellows who have venrured their lives in
the fervice of their country, that they are to be, by
any confideration whatever, biafled to give their
fanction to the ufle of 2 medicine, which, inftead of
alleviating the diforders of the wretched fufferers,
fhall leave them in the fame or a worfe ftate than it

firft
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firft found them in ? Do you, Sir, hold the great and
the eminent in your own profefiion in fo contempti-
ble a light (not to give it a more harfh appellation)
as even to fuppofe, that if yourfelf was to apply to
them, with all the advantages of the moft powerful
intereft, you could bring them to be advocates for,
and conftant adminiftrators in their own praétice
of a precarious remedy, and thereby hazard their
own juftly-acquired reputation, to anfwer the pri-
vate and interefted ends of an empiric; efpecially
when the eafe and health of numbers of their fel-
low creatures were {o nearly concerned init? Let
me then tell you, Sir, that the many perfons of the
firft confideration in phyfic and furgery, in moft of
the capital cities in Europe, who have favoured me
with very flattering and full certificates, would as
much difdain fuch a condu&, or even the imputa-
tion of it, and would reje® with the deferved
contempt any man ignerant or impudent enough
to folicit their countenance in behalf of any
method of cure that did not to them carry the con-
vi@ion of rationality and experience to recom-
mend it? Then let me acquaint you, if haply you
know it not, that in the kingdom of France in par-
ticular no #offrum can be fold without having pre-
vioufly undergone the examination of gentlemen
appointed by the faculty of ph}'i’_il:_+ Th‘e French
government, by the excellency of its police, pro-
teéts the lives of its people from being deftroyed

by quack medicines. It is true, great encourages
ment
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ment is given to the profeflon of arts and fciences:
There is a large ficld open before them, where each
may fhew his abilities to do good, but not to do
any mifchief, at the fame time that emulation is
encouraged, which has for its object the advantage
and benefit of mankind. Thus, when a man of
genius has made any new difcovery in phylic, or
improvement in any branch whatever of the ufeful
arts or {ciences, it is immediately laid before the
proper judges whofe province it is to take cogni-
zance thereof, and examine with the greateft ex-
actnefs the merits of the author, whom, if approved,
they reward accordingly. This has already hap-
pened in my favour, Sir: my medicine, after the
{tricteft fcrutiny, and a courfe of the moft accurate
and impartial experiments, in various cafes, has
been deemed by judges, as unbiaffed as they
are difcerning, worthy to be recommended to uni-
verfal practice, and is now actually in full and con-
ftant, and permit me to fay, {uccefsful ufe in the
hofpitals and army, for curing the Venereal diftem-
per ; and his moft Chriftian Majefty, who is nomore
fufceptible of impofitions than other crowned heads,
has, in confequence of the united atteftations of the
moft eminent phyficians and furgeons of his coure
and kingdom, been gracioufly pleafed to honour
and reward me with a royal penfion of 10,000 li-
vres (or about 5001. Englith fterling) a year. And
as a (till further mark of his royal favour, and of
the efteem in which he holds my medicine, after

havin 3z
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having purchafed the fecret of me for a very hand-
fome canfideration, he caufes the medicine to be
given to all his poor foldiers in the feveral hofpitals
at his own expence; but at the fame time permits
me to enjoy the benefit arifing from vending the
fame during my life, or of difpofing of the fecret
(which 1 have as yet made known only to his moft
Chriftian Majefty and the Marfhal Duke of Biron)
to my own beft advantage. Thefe teftimonials,
in favour of my charater, and that of my medi-
cine, are, I confefs, too flattering for me to pafs
over unnoticed. As to the fuggeftion, or ra-
ther confident affertion, of the anonymous writer,
that rewards have been given to perfons for making
ufe of my pills, it carries with it fomething fo very
abfurd and repugnant to common fenfe, or 2 know-
lege of mankind, that it merits not a reply.

With regard to the analyfis my medicine under-
went by Mefl. Piat and Cadet, apothecaries at
Paris, which you take notice of in the 13th page
of your Introduction; this is a circumftance that
rather does honour to the remedy than otherwife.
The occafion of this analyfis being made, was a
book written by an anonymous writer, charging it
to be a compolfition of corrofive fublimate, and
confequently injurious in its effeéts ; whereupon
the Marfhal Duke of Biren, who was and ftill con-
tinues to be the avowed patron of this medicine,
from a knowledg® of its compofition, and a con-

viction of its utility, in order to convince the pub-
lic
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lic of the injuftice of the anonymous writer’s
charge, ordered this analyfis to be made; the re-
fult of which was, as your Introduction obferves,
that my medicines were found to be pure mercury,
perfettly divided, by means of a vegetable acid, and
by the help of a certain machine, conftruéted at my
requeft, by the ingenious Mr. Vaucanfon. But to
what does all this tend, but to prove that it is not
of that corrofive and dangerous nature which the
anonymous writer would have made the world be-
lieve ? He himfelf (who proved to be no lefs a per-
fon than the learned Dr. A ftruc) did afterwards can-
didly acknowledge his error, and retract his af-
fertions.

But pray, Sir, what authority have either you or
the anonymous writer, who feems to be your oracle,
to affert fo boldly, nay even to appeal to your Eng-
lith furgeons, Meff: Hawkins and Bromfield *, that,
after the moft cahdid trials, they have both of
them rejected my pills, as not only infufficient, but
very injurious? What the opinion of thole gen-
tlemen concerning the folution of fublimate, which
isfo artfully tacked to the mention of my medicine,
may be, is no bufinefs of mine. But | muft tell
you, and that, Sir, from undoubted authority, that
thofe gentlemen are fo far from regarding my medi-
cines in the dangerous or contemptible light here
reprefented, that at this very time a powder

® See page xiv. of the Introductions

C fimilar
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fimilar to that of which my pills are compofed, is
made ufe of in the hofpital they fuperintend.

Many endeavonr to prepare mercury after my Jfup-
pofed method, by along and conftant trituration, fo
as to effet a perfect divifion of its parts. All this
labour and pains, which I am forry to fay, will fail
them at laft, would not furely be worth while, unlefs
they conceived fome degree of virtue and efficacy
“to refide in my preparations, which they would
thus imitate *.

But now, Sir, I come to that part of your In-
troduction, where you attack me in your own per-
fon. And here I muft beg leave to retort on you
your own words, in your 13th obfervation, where,
fpeaking of mercury’s being the only medicine for
curing the venereal difeafe, you 1ay, * It is well
¢« known (however difingenuous it may be) that
¢« fome who have appeared molt confpicuous in op-
¢ pofition to it, have notwithftanding had recourfe
‘¢ to it in their private practice, and thus difcovered
¢¢ their real fentiments.” I cculd with that no part
of Mr. Wathen’s conduét, in relpect to my remedy
had fallen under the cenfure of this his own
very juft obfervation, and that he had not fo incon-
fiderately joined in the attack on the reputation of
a brother furgeon, by chiming in with the fenti-
ments of an anonymous author, who as falfely as
ignorantly has advanced feveral things againft my

* The analyfing of a medicine may fhew what is not in it,
but cannot always fhew its component parts, nor the methods of
compounding them.

Ime-
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medicine, which I defy him to prove, or even to
make good the leaft of his affertions. But to pro-
ceed :

You fay, in the r3th page of your Intredu&ion,
*¢ He "the author of the Parallele, &¢c.) afferts wich
¢ me (obferve that me, Mr, Wathen!) that this
¢ medicine (of Mr. Keyfer’s) is more {low, uncer-
¢ tain, and dangerous, than any of the common in-
¢¢ ternal mercurial preparations, to be met with in
‘¢ every difpenfatory or chemical archive; and
¢¢ produces a multitude of credible witneffes in
¢¢ proof of his affertion.”

To you now, Sir, I 2ppeal againft yourfelf; I
appeal to your own werds, your own experience,
and your own practice, to refute all and every
fyllable this anonymous author can poffibly fay
againft the good effects of my medicine, Some
people, from motives of felf-intereft, will dif-
guife their real thoughts ; but to a man of de-
licate fentiments, acquired by a liberal educa-
tion, this kind of diflimulation is fuppoled to
appear low and unwarrantable. 'What then am I
to think, Sir, who have now lying before me letters
from my correfpondent in Liondon, a gentleman of
eftablifhed character, afluring me, that you, Mr,
Wathen, have not only made ufe of Keyfer’s pills
in your private practice for fometime, but have praif-
ed them even to a degree of enthufialm to my cor-
refpondent ? nay, that youwas fo very fond of thefe
pills, that you not long fince applied to that gentle.
man to let you fubfcribe three or five hundred pounds

C2 i
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in order to become a joint purchafer of the fecret of
that medicine, provided Mr. Keyfer would fell it to
four or fix purchafers, who fhould become propri-
etors of it in England; that you have told that
perfon over and over, that they more than anfwered
your moft fanguine expectations: you was even
pleafed to give fome inftances of their fuccefs,
particularly in a lady of a nervous and weakly con-
ftitution, whom her hufband had injured; and
that you had been extremely embarrafled in your
endeavours to remove her complaints, as you faid
that all other preparations of mercury, however
{oftened by all the art you could make ufe of, or
guarded by the molt cautious adminiftration,
proved rather hurtful, and productive of bad con-
fequences, to the patmnt, than any way contribu-_
ted to her relief. It is true, indeed, you never let
this or any other patient in her way know that
they were Keyfer’s pills you gave them, for reafons
very obvious,

And here, Sir, I muft beg leave to obferve, that
you have been a little wanting in that candour and
ingenuity which we naturally lock for in perfons
who, by their education or profeflion, are raifed a-
bove the prejudices or meannefies of the vulgar,
The facts 1 have mentioned happfned about two
years fince ; therefore, had you, in the courfe of any
fubfequent trials, found my medicine fall fhort of
the efficacy you was at firft inclined to believe it
pofitfled,would it not have been more fatisfactory to

the publm, more agreeable to the charaer of the
furgenn
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furgeon, the gentleman, and the humanift, to have
offered a candid and clear refutation of the fuppo-
fed virtues afcribed to thefe pills? to have given
fome few cafes, judicioufly and impartially felected
for the view of the public, where they have failed
under your hands of late, and from thence have
deduced your reafons for now endeavouring to ex-
plode their ufe, and ftigmatizing them with the
character of being a more flow, uncertain, and dan-
gerous medicine, &c.? for I am afraid the former
warm expreflions of your’s in their favour will be
thought by the unprejudiced part of the public to
agree very ill with your prefent affertions.

But be that as it may, I have not leifure to
maintain a paper-war with ycu, and was compelled
to appear in print this time, to vindicate my own
character as a furgeon in that of the medicine I
have invented, and whole ufe | recommend ; and
therefore I fhall cut fhort the difpute, and content
myfelf with having thus exhibited che true ftace of
the treatment I have received, leaving to the im-
partial public to judge between us.

But before I entirely take my leave of you, I
fhall endeavour, Sir, to (hew the great difference
between your (newly-adopted) opinion of my me-
dicine, and that of others in the faculty. Thefe
are not ordinary evidences which I am about to
produce, but gentlemen of reputation in the pro-
feflion, whofe judgments are to be depended upon,
and, I doubt not, will do honour to any caufe, were
they to give a preference eisher to my medicine, or

the
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the other mercurial preparations commonly made
ule of in the cure of venereal diforders. Let the
falts give evidence for themfelves.

Mr. Guerin, a celebrated furgeon in Paris,
whofe name is held in deferved efteem by every
gentleman of the profeflion, has, with diitinguifhed
candour, given the following faithful narrative of
the effects which he has feen produced by this re-
medy, in the courfe of his own praftice, for the
fpace of three years, in the hofpital which was
founded by the Marfhal Duke of Biron for difpen-
fing it to the French guards.

I. * The remedy (fays he) is good, and free from
all manner of inconvenience. Already (in the
fpace of two years) 500 foldiers have been fuccef-
fively cured in the above-mentioned hofpital, and
I can aver of moft grievous diforders, that for the
moft part had been mifled by the beft-approved ufu-
al methods, and in which mercurial fritions have
proved ineffectual.

II. ¢ 1 have had the management of this reme-
dy myfelf, and have effeled by it cures that afto-
nifhed me.

II1. < I prefcribed it conftantly, and have not
as yet met with any accident to make me doubt,
not only of its efficacy, but even of its fuperiority
over all the antivenereal remedies hitherto known.
I am fenfible that no medicine ever has been and con-
tinues to be fo furioufly attacked as this by all the

fuggeftions of jealoufy and envy ; but the candid
' and
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and rational pra&itioner will by a very few trials
be convinced that felf-intereft has been the caufe
of all this oppofition.

IV, «I find that this remedy demands fcarce
any preparations, not even baths, except in fuch
cafes where you may judge them neceffary; no
other regimen need be prefcribed to the fick, but
to avoid being guilty of excefs. A patient may be
cured by this remedy without any perfon about
him, fervant or others, harbouring the leaft fuf-
picion,

(Signed) GUERIN.”

The above is an abftraét from a letter wrote by
this gentleman to a furgeon of fome eminence in
London. To this certificate, among many others,
of the virtues of my medicine, I fhall {fubjoin two
very extraordinary cafes, certified by Mefl. de la
Faye and Morand, men of the moft eftablithed
reputation and charaéter in their profeffion.

““ The firft is that of Mr. Du Bois *, principal
¢¢ fervant to Monfieur Le Maitre, Treafurer Ge-
¢ neral of Artillery. His cafe was as follows : All
* the upper part of the coronal-bone$ was exofto-

* See a Narrative of the effells of 2 medicine difcovered by
Mr. Keyfer, far the care of the Venereal Difeafe, &c. publifhed
in London by James Cowper, M. D. printed for Mr. Nicoll in
St. Paul's Church Yard, and to be had of all the Bookfellers in
Great Britain, Price 1s,

+ Coronal Bene, is the upper part of the fkull, |
fed
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¢ fed*; all the articulations + of his fhoulders,
““ arms, and hands, were anchilofedf; the joint
¢ of the wrift, with the bone of the arm, were fur-
*¢ rounded with a tumour of a moft enormous fize,
¢ and fo pernicious in its effeft, as to diftort the
¢ wrilt upwards in fuch a manner, that his fingers
¢ laid upon the fore-part of hisarm : All the fingers
¢ of this hand were exoftofed and contraéted ; the
¢ whole arm was emaciated, and looked withered.
¢ The tibia, or fhin-bone, was likewife exoftofed
“in its whole length: two deep and malignant
¢ ulcers preyed upon the left leg, the bone of
‘¢ which was carious, or rotten: the fuperior part
¢ of the right fhin-bone was exoftofed; the moit
¢ fevere and acute pains, all over his body, were felt
““ night and day without ceafing; a heétic fever, ac-
¢ compained with a cough and fpitting of purulent
¢¢ corrupted matter ; no fleep, and a continual loath-
<t ing of all food : his body became emaciated to
‘¢ the greateft degree, and reduced to the laft ftace
¢ of weaknefs.

«¢ Mefl. de 1a Faye and Morand, whofe patient
¢ he was for two years, declared that they had
¢t ufed their utmoft endeavours to cure the faid

® Exoffofed, fignifies a fwelling or protuberance of a bone,
and fometimes out of its natural place, and often produces a
mortification if not prevented in time.

4 Articulations, fignify the joints of the body.
T dnchilofed, fignifies 2 contrattion, ftiffnefs, and immoveable-

mefs of the joints. :
; ¢ pauent,
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¢ patient, but could not fucceed. Dr. de laMotte,
¢t an eminent phyfician of the faculty of Paris, had
« alfo attended him. Thefe three gentlemen de-
¢ clared and certified, That Mr. Keyfer’s medicine
‘¢ had performed a molt aftonifhing cure on his
¢¢ patient, to whom he adminiftered this admirable
¢¢ remedy on the 1ft of March 1760, and accom-
¢ plifhed the cure in four months ; which was at-
¢ tefted by Dr. de la Motte, Mefl de la Faye and
¢« Morand, celebrated furgeons at Paris, in the
“ month of Auguft 1761 ; at which time he fill
¢ continued to enjoy a moft perfeét ftate of health,
‘¢ without having the leaft return of any of his for-
¢ mer frightful fymptoms.”

The fecond cafe is defcribed and the cure atteft-
ed by the famous Profeflor Le Cat, the firft anato-
mift, and one of the moft eminent furgeons in
Europe. I fhall give it in his own words, as they
ftand in a letter he was very lately * fo obliging to
write me on the {ubject of my medicine.

LETTER fromMr. LECaT, Doétorof Phyfic,
and Chicf Surgeon of the Hoétel Dieu of Rouen,
Profefior and Demonftrator Royal of Anatomy
and Surgery ; of the Royal Academies of Paris,
London, Madrid, and Lyons, and of that of

® This is the fecond letter from the learned Profeflor Le Cat
to Mr. Keyfer. His firit letter, of a very extraordinary cafe,
“was publifhed three vears fince; we may conclude from this fe-
cond, that Mr. Le Cat has not like Mr, Wathen changed his

spinion of my remedy.
D Bologna ;
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Bologna; of the Imperial Academies of the Cus
rious of Nature, and of St. Peterfburg ;5 Perpe-
tual Secretary of the Academy of Rouen, &c.

To Mr. Kevser, on occafion of an extraordinary
Cure performed by his Pills.

«SIR, Rouen, 27th May 17635.

¢ I need not tell you, that it was in confequence
“ of the well-authenticated teftimonials of two
“{urgeons of the greateft reputation in Paris,
¢ Mefl. Morand and Guerin, who had themfelves
¢« been eye-witnefles to the fuccefs of your medicine
‘¢ in the hofpital founded by the Marfhal Duke de
¢ Biron, that T determined to make a trial of it
¢ for the fpace of two years, at the end of which
“ time, being convinced by my own repeated expe-
‘¢ rience of its efficacy, I publickly adopted its ufe
¢ in my praétice. A friend of mine, Mr. Signard,
““ who is now become one of your’s, happening to
‘¢ be at my houfe for fome days, afflicted in a de-
¢¢ plorable manner with a diforder in which your
¢¢ pills * are of particular ufe, I advifed him by all
““ means to try them at his return to Paris, and at
¢ the fame time recommended him to advife with
¢ you; the confequence of which was, that, by your
“¢ great care, and the help of your medicine, he

® The French term is dragées, i. e, medicinal fugar-plumbs,
or comfits,
¢“ recovered
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s¢ recovered perfectly a health, which every one
‘¢ that knew him believed irreparably loft. Mr.
“¢ Petit, Phyfician to the Duke of Orleans, has, as
‘¢ well as myfelf, given you an authentic atteftation
“¢ of that truly noble cure, as indeed no perfon,
 who has a regard for truth, can refufe his tefti-
“ mony to falts, the publication of which has
¢¢ {uch evident tendency to the welfare of mankind
““in general. Forfome time after the above-men-
‘¢ tioned inftance, tho’ I have conftantly perfifted
¢ in the ufe of your pills, Sir, 1 have not met with
‘¢ any cures worthy of being particularly noticed,
“ till lately I have performed one in the courfe of
“ my practice, whichI think extremely well adap-
¢ ted, not only to recall the good opinion of fome
““ in favour of your medicine, who really thought
‘¢ it not at all fuperior, ifeven equal, to the com-
¢ mon method of mercurial fri¢tions 3 but alfo to
¢¢ filence thofe who, confulting their own interefts,
“¢ rather than the advantageof their fellow creatures,
¢¢ have decried your pills, merely becaufe the ufe
< of them confiderably leflened their profits; for it
“ is beyond doubt, Sir, that the publication of
*“ our medicine gave a mortal blow to the pecuniary
““ interefts of furgery ; and I am afraid there are
“very few of its profeffors fufficiently friends
“ to the community to facrifice thofe without
““ fome regret. But to proceed to arelation of
¢¢ the cafe :

Da ¢ Mr.
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¢ Mr. Le Ch—— C——, Captain in the regiment

“ of D—, had all the fymptoms of a confirmed
‘¢ pox ; and the gentlemen of the faculty, in one of
“ our fea-ports in Normandy, were of opinion that
*¢ he had nothing left, but to {fubmit to be laid down
“in a falivation. Accordingly, about the latter
“ end of June laft y-ar, after bleeding, purging,
““ the ufe of proper baths, and all the neceffary
¢¢ precautions to infure fuccefs ufually premifed in
¢ thefe cafes, the proper frictions were adminiitered
¢ in a pretty anmiple and frequent manner. Thefe
“¢ foon raifed a very copious falivation, which conti-
‘¢ nued the ufual fpace of time. Atthe 1 1th rubbing
¢ all the fymptoms difappeared ; at the 16th, (tor
“s the patient underwent that number) the diforder
¢¢ feemed entirely conquered, but the fpitting ftill
‘¢ continued. Hereupon they gave him repeated
¢ purges, and in large doles, in order to carry off
¢ the redundant falivation, which at length they
¢ effeted, and the gentleman thought himfelf well
¢¢ enough to go abroad; but, about the beginning
¢« of November, he was obliged to take to his
¢« houfe again, on the re-appearance of fome of the
¢¢ former fymptoms, and had already been feveral
« months under the hands of phyficians and fur-
« geons, and he continued fo to be, during the
¢« whole month of November, on account of the
«¢ retarn of certain ulcers that occupied the roof of
¢¢ the mouth and the throat. The gentlemen whoat-
¢¢ tended him, having in vain tried all their {kill to
‘¢ remove
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¢ remove thefe ugly fymptoms he applied to me a¢
¢“ Rouen, in a moft pitiable condition. I muft
¢ confefs that I could not help being ftartled at
¢ the havock thele ulcers had made on the parts

¢« affected ; the roof of his mouth was all befpread
¢ with them, and the integuments of the palate
“ and throat were deeply corroded, as was alfo the
¢ pharynx. Thefe ulcers were attended with a
«“violent inflammation, that affected the whole
¢¢ euftachian tube, and from thence communi-
¢¢ cated itlelf to the organs of hearing, occa-
“ fioning a deafpefs. On the right-fide of the
¢« upper jaw, near the nofe, was a hard fcab, as
¢¢ Jarge as the end of one’s finger, under which was
< an ulcer of the fame fize, which had eaten entire-
¢ ly thro’ the lip. But the moft affliling circum-
““ ftance of all was, that his body was reduced to
¢¢ a2 mere {keleton, which he could,but with the ut-
¢ moftdifficulty,drag about. In this{ituation, tho’ [
¢ heartily withed, Sir, by means of your medicine,
¢ to reftore to life and health a brave fervant of
¢¢ his Majefty thus cruelly afflicted ; yet, on the
¢ other hand, I thought the cure {o hazardous, not
¢¢ to fay even rafh, that I advifed him to go to
«¢ Paris for afliftance ; but he would not hear men-
¢ tion of it. Indeed, I believe, he thought he had
¢ not ftrength enough to fupport the length of the
‘¢ journey, withour being carried ina very ealy
< conveyance. But, independ=nt of that circum-
¢ ftance, he aflfured me, that he had fuch a confi-

¢ dence
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*¢ dence in me, that he was abfolutely refolved ta
““ continue at Rouen, and fubmit entirely to any
* method I fhould think proper to try with him.
“ Unfortunately for us both, he had imbibed a
< {trong prepofieffion againit your pills, and he had
< ftill greater reafon to be averfe to the ordinary
¢« method by falivation, of which he had fuffered
¢ all the horrors, without reaping the leaft advan-
¢ tage fromit. For my own part, I had many
¢ years ago experienced, on fundry occafions, the
e yvery precarious fuccefs of the extinétive method,
«¢ a5 it is called, o much in ufe formerly at Mont-
«t pellier. Your method then, Sir, appeared to
«“ me the only one I could with any degree of
¢ certainty make ufe of with my patient, in the
«¢ miferable ftate in which he then was; and this ve-
« ry opinion of its certainty and fafenefs made me
¢ determine, notwithftanding his 