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ENOUIRY

WEETHER

A gencral Prattice of VIR T UE tendsto the
WeALTH or POVERTY, BENEFIT
or DisADVANTAGE of a People 2

In which the Pleas offered by the Author of #be
Fable of the Bees, or private Vices publick Bene-
fits, for the Ufefulnefs of Vice and ROGUERY

are confidered.

With fome Thoughts concerning a Zoleration of
PUBLICK STEWS.

Hoc, de quo nane agimns, id ipfum off, gued Ut 1L E appellatnr : in quo lapfs
Confaetndoe deflexit de viay fenfimgue e deduéla eff, wt honeftatem ab nti-
litate [ecernens, ¢ conflitneret boneftwm cffe alignid, quod stile non effee; &
wetile gusd mom homefteem 3 qua nulla pernicies major homingm vite potnit af-
Jerri. {/Tull. de Offic. L. 2. 3.

1 would willingly ask in what Vice is profitable to The Whole? Not furely
in Refpe& of heavenly Things, and fuch as are Divine by Mature: For
it would be ridiculous [ro fay,] that were there nor amongft Men, Malice,
and Covetoufnefs, and Lying. or that if we did not rob, plunder, flander and
murther one another, the Sun would not run his appointed Courfe, nor
the World enjoy its Seafons. It remains chen that the Exiltence of Vice
muft be profirable for us and our Affairs,—[Bur] are we the more healchy
for being vicious, or do we more abound with Necefliries? Or does Vice
contributeany thing to our Beauty and Strength ? Platerch, of common Notiens
againf? the Swoicks. Eng. Tranf. London 1704.

se VW hat Difference is there becween fuch Trifl:rsand Ravers, and thofe who
fay, that Intemperance was not brought forth unprofitably for Continence,
nor Injuftice for Juftice? That fo we may pray to the Gods, there may

be always Wickednels : Ikd.

-

LONDON:

Printed for R. WiLk 1IN at the King’s Head in St.
Paul’s Church-Yard. 1725.






The PR EFACE.

groug H L firft Part of this Enquiry was drawn up
VAR az the Requeft of & Friend, who intended to
Al © 8B write a general Difconrfe of the Grounds of
G ek Morality; and in that to confider the differ<
ent Syftems laid down in the Fable of the
Bees and the Chara&erifticks: 7o fhew in Oppofition 1o
the ome, that the [bocking Image the Author bas drawn of
Mankind,and the moral Virtues they have hitherto thonght
1# their Perfeltion to practife, was monftrous and unnatn-
ral; and in anfwer to the other; that neither is Man of [o
refined a Frame, or intended to be [0, as to pracife Virtué
merely for its own Sake, or, if fbe were reprefented in a
buman Shape (as Plato faid of [¥ifdom) immediately to
fall in love with ber, and that to [o romantick a Degree, as
to obey her [evereft Precepis, merely for the Pleafure of
furveying the Beanty of ber Perfin: In [bort, to prove
(what it [eems the Perverfenefs of foine among 4s make it
necefJary fhonld be proved) that Men in themfelves are neis
ther Seraphims wor Devils.

In the doing this, be propofed to confider the Qbjections
the Author of the Fable of the Bees bad urged againft
the Praftice of Virtue: And finding that the moft popu-
lar ome was the Difadvantage it is pretended the Pub<
bick wonld lye under fromthe Lofs of that Variety of Ems
PIB}'MEHII which now depend upon Vice and Rognery, what
be defigned by this Requeft to bis Friend, was to fee in q
plain and diftinét View, in what manner Trade wid Em-
ployments wonld really be affected by a fbrick and remeral
Pradtice of moral Daties. Upon perafal of thot Paper,
vhe Gentleman was pleafed to difengage himfelf from 1o
mush of his Defign as related to the Fable of the Bees
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and lay the Burthen of it upon one much inferior. to him*"
felf in thofe Abilities that muft bave recommended fuch a
Treatife to the Favour of the Publick.

This Paper is now [welled to dfmcy'z the Compafs &f a
Book. But the Reader muft not expedt from hence a par-
ticular Anfwer to every thing that deferves Cenfure in the
Fable of the Bees. The moft tolerable Part of his Perform-
ance is aborrowed Sazyr npon the Follies and Vicesof Man-
kind, whichthe Author either wiftakes bimfelf, or is pleafed
to put upon the World for a Defcription of human Naturé,
and an Effay upon the Paffions. There are other Paflages
Jo very low and indecent, that common Modefly will fcarce
allow an Anfwer to them, Among others to this Purpofe
let the Reader turn to p. 118. where be is ridicaling the
idle and extravagant Fears that ignorant and unexperi-
enced People have upon them, from the Word Enervate.
But for this I leave bim to the Correction of his Brother
Anodyne, and hope be will do him Faflice inthe next E_
dition of one of his late Pieces.

Such as bis Baok is, be fays it has found its Patrons.
But whether they are Perfons either of the greatelt Pro-
bity and Virtue, or zhe moft unqueltionable good Senfe?,
the Reader willbe apt 2o guefs from the Judgment be fhall
form of the Book itfelf in both thefe Refpecls; when be fees
of what kind the Principles are which are recommended in
it, and in how confiflent a manuer they are defended.

But whatever Notion the World inay entertain of this
Gentleman's Abilities, it ought to be allowed that they are
well enongh proportioned to the Task he has undertakes.
There needs no great Wit, and mnch lefs Logick, to re-
commend the Praciice of Vice. Tieatifes of Impiety will
Jubfift, and find dpplanfe from their own intrinfick Value,
without the Glofs of goud Seunfe to fet them off. What
Occafion is there for any exalt Talent of reafouing to cou-
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vince young Fellows, that in the midft of their Dséa#:irer_g
they are promoting the publick Good ? That the Magi-
Sirate neglelts bis Duty to them in not prwidiisg.éﬂfrr_ for
their Pleafures, by ra.’ei'atfxg a [dfficient Namber of Tem-
ples of Venus, where without the Trouble and Pains of
employing People to bawd for them, they may conflantly
offer up their Devotions 2 That if ever through a general
Pradtice of Virtue, or the want of good Government,
they fbould fall under fo great a Misfortune as to find a
Scarcity of Englifh Whores, it is the proper Bufinefs of
the Magiftrate to look ot and procure a [ufficient Number
from foreign Parts ?  The Pupils fuch Ledtures are de-
Signed for, carry Inclinations about with them, that will
eafily excufe the want of a good reafoning Head in their
Tutor.

To thofe who are thoroughly acquainted with the Nature
of Trade, and the real Source of a national Wealth, a
great deal lef[s wonld bave been [ufficient to fbew the Mif-
chiefi of Vice in general, and of Luxury inparticular. But
for the fake of others I bave been forced to follow him thre®
a tedions Repetition of the [ame thing in different Views.

The Account of his Opinions relating to the firft Forma-
tion of Society, and the Origin of moral Virtues, is given
withnoother Defign than to preventthe Tedionfnefs which
a feparate Anfwer to all the Abfurdities he has fallen into
wonld occafion.  Indeed [uch an Anfwer is the lefs necel-
fary after what basbeen writ with fomuch ipmr and good
Senfe upon this Subject already ®.

It is a Saying of the Dn:éa of Rochefocault, ¢ Thar
¢ as wicked as Ven are, they wever dare to profefs them-
¢ felves Enemies to Virtue; and when they bave a Mind
¢ t0 perfecute it, they either pretendnot to thinkit real, or
¢ forge fone Faults and lay to its Charge °.” A Character,

b Mr, Law's Remarks.
¢ Ne, 556 Paris Edin. 1692,
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The PR EFAC E. |
which if the noble Frenchman drew for bimfelf, is dome
with more Fudgment than any thing in bis Book. Bu?
perbaps the [ame Principle of SELF-LOVE, be bhad with
Jo much Sagacity [pied ont in all the reft of Mankind, bad
Jout bis Eyes againft this lively Reprefentation of bim-
elf.
£ It is mot impoffible however but this might be laid down
as a Model for the Obfervation of thofe who fhould write
in the fame Canfe after bim, and to point out juft how far
it was proper for them to go in their Attacks upon Virtue.
This Model Mr. Efprit ® kas followed very clofely, and
Jo, in the main, has the Author of the Fable of the Bees ¢
But by leaving onr f[ometimes the Reftrictions their
Notions were guarded with, or inferting others of hss
own, which rather expofe than extenuate the Guilt of
them, upon the whole, be has much outdone the Original.
It is not enly that moft things are not Virtue, which the
World take for fuch, but the Thing :r:ﬁen_’f.', we are told, is
ridiculons in Theory, and mifchievons in Pradtice.

As to what relates to Charity Schools, I bhave not pre-
fumed to give Notice in the Title Page that I have faid
any thing in Defence of them. Thofe Gentlemen who are
the greateft Admirers of the Fable of the Bees, wonld
bardly vonchfafe to look into a Book, which they found
could treat of fo m{gmnfﬂf a Subfelt, as the Teaching poor
Children to read, giving them Cloaths, and binding them
Apprentices.

% La fauflet€ des Vertus humaines,

CONTENTS,
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L“'( | enrich a People, [bewn from the Original of

a‘;ﬁédl Trade, and the [everal Sources of a national

SND| [V ealth, Al kinds of Trades and Employ-
ments concerned in providing againfl Roguery, add no-
thing 1o the publick Wealth.  How all fuch Hands would
add 1o the publick Wealth, if there were an entire db-

feuce of Vice and Roguery. The great Latitnde in
which the Anthor of the Fable of the Bees bas defend-
ed bis Qpinion of the Ulefulnefs of Evil, and the Abfura
dsty of it. The firiéteft Praltice of Virtue, as it does
not make a Peaple lefs wealthy, [0 neither does it upon
any other Account make them lefs bappy or lefs fecure a-
painft their Enemies. 10 p. 21,

Se&. 2. The monfirous and unnatural Account given in
feveral Parts of the Fable of the Bees, of the Origin
of moral Virtue, and the fir[t Formation of Saciety, res
prefested. to p. 36.

Se&. 3. His favoarite Iuftance of the Benefit of Luxury
confidered. He bas called feveral Things Luxury which
are not fo. Every kind of real Luxury greatly mif-
chievous. How Lavifbuefs affects a Peaple, fhewn from
the Nature of foreign Trade, or Exports and Timporis.
His Paradox that Holland hbas net grown rich by the
Help of Frugalizy, examined. The Abfurdity of fup-
pefing that Frugality flounld enrich every fingle Family,
and empoverifh a Number of thofe Families joined to-
gether in Seciety. That Luxnury and Extravagance,
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perly fumptuary Laws. The Nature andUfe of foreign
Exchange explained. Of bigh Cuftoms npon Goods.
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Se&. 4. His Inflance of the Ulefulnefs of Duelling con-
fidered. The Means to prevent it, and yet [ecure thofe
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© Though this were impoffible, yet as thefe fame Advan-

* tages would be better obtained by a flri& Praclice of all
' moral Daties, therefore the Inftance itfelf not ar all 10

" bis Purpofe, to p. 85.

Se&. 5. The Baafneﬁ of bis Opinions with Regard to Mo-

' rality and Revelation, and the prevaricating manner in
" awhich he has defended them. to p. 139.

Se&. 6. Some Thoughts concerning a Toleration of Pub-
lick Stetvs, and the Reafons be bas offered in their Fa-

" wour confidered. to p. 178.

Se&. . His Objections againft Charity Schools Fﬂﬂf dered,
to the End.
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EN-O UTR X,
Whether a General Practice of Virtue

tends to the Wealth or Poverty of a
PeoPle, e,

0160, HE different Parts of the Farth being
NV endued with different Properties, and
3% producing different Fruits for the Ufe
N of Mankind; and Men being natu-
WO \exq7® rally form'd with different Talents and
VAEERWAG Difpofitions, and acquiring different
Sorts of Skill in the Improvement of thefe; the Con-
veniency of Trade was found out as foon as there
were any People in the World. Trade is nothing but an
Exchange of Commaodities, that is, of the Fruits of the
Earth, either natural, or improv’d by Skill and Labour.
Now Reafon and Obfervation immediately taught them,
that tho’ no one Part of the Earth produced the Fruits
of the whole, yet by Exchanging the Superfluities of
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one Sort, for what they wanted of others, the Defeét
mlght in a gnud Meafure be fupply’d. Trade there-
fore is a Contrivance to extend (as much as poﬂiblej'
the particular Benefits that any one Perfon or one Pgn-
ple enjoys, to all People; and in effeét to make each
Portion of the Earth produce what the whole Earth
produces. But thefe Advantages were foon carried for-
ther than bare Neceffity pointed out to them. They
found that lefs than all the Produét of the Earth, and
lefs than all their Labour would fupply them with Ne-
ceffaries and Conveniencies, and therefore naturally
thought of adding to them the Elegancies or Ornaments
of Life. From hence it will appear,

Firft, That the Wealth of a Country confits in &
Soilthat produces the greateft Plenty of the Neceffaries,
Conveniencies and Ornaments of Living, or in the Re-
turns of them by Trade. In order to enjoy which Ad-
vantages, the Community muft have Hands chUgh'm
make the moft of the natural Fruits of their Soil, to
improve them by Skill and Labour, ta fecure Men in
the Poffeflion of them when they are obtain’d ( with
the Affittance of a mild Government) to exchange
Commodities with one another, to furnith Foreigners
with that Share of them that is not wanted at home,
and to import in Exchange for them fuch ufthe:rCum.
modities as are wanted.

But Secondly, in forming a Comparifon between the
Wealth of one Country and that of another, we need
only confider the Plenty of Ornaments there is in each;
for the Neceffaries and Conveniencies of Life are com-
mon to almoft all People alike; it being abfurd to ﬁﬁr
that a People fhould f{ubfilt without Neceffaries, :.1_11;!
very unlikely that any Community of Men fhould pitch
upon fo fmall or fo barren a Portion of the Earth ﬁq‘r
their Refidence, as by the Help of their Labour would
not fupply them with all the Conveniencies of Life.

3 in
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In this View therefore the Neceffaries and Convenien-
cies of Life fhould tot be confider’d as a Part of Na-
tional Wealth ahy otherwife than 4s a Superfliity of
them will procure Ornaments in return for them from
thofe Countries, where *tis their Intcreft either to neg-
le& their own Soil, or to work up the Produ& of it
for fnrergn Trade, rather than Home Cotifumption,

What is common then to all Countries alike being
thrown out of the Account, publick Wealth may be
faid to confift in the greatelt Plenty of Ornaments.

Thefe Advantages, the Author of Zhe Fable of the
Bees thitiks no Society can enjoy, where there is a Ge-
neral Pra&ice of Virtue. The Subltance of what he
fays to this Purpof¥, is this:

- ¢ Since a Nuniber of Men are employ*d and maine
“ tain’d by fecuring others in the Enjoyment of theic
¢« Wealth or Property, which can only happen upon
“ a Suppofition of Wrong and Violence, all thefe
¢ mult be left without Employment where there’s an
¢« Univerfal Honelty. Therefore the Lofs of this La-
“ bour is a Lofs.of Wealth to the Community, and
“ the Maintenance of that vait Number of idle Hands,
“ an unfupportable Charge and Burthen.

To judge of the Weight of this Obje&ion, it muft
be confider’d, whether what is laid dowa in the fir(t
Polfition, be a true Account of National Wealth ; whe-
ther it confifts only in the Fruits of the Soil improv’d
by Skill and Labour, and the Returns of them by
Trade. If the Affirmative be true, ’tis neceflary only
there fhould be Hands enough to make the moft of
thefe Advantages, that is, to manure the Earth for the
better and more plentiful Prodution of its Fruits, to
draw forth and gather thefe Fruits, to improve them
by Skill and Labour, and to exchange the Superfluities
of them for fuch other Commodities as are wanted.
By the Help of thefe Hands then, the Society will be

B2 as
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as rich as #¢ can bey and no fort of Labour that does
not contribute to one of thofe Purpofes, can add ez aff
to their Wealth. For as to thefe Employments that
are concern’d in the Security of Property, tho’ they
are neceffary while Vice and Roguery fubfift, yet they
add no new Wealth to the Community; they only
continue what is already got to the proper Owners.
And as the Security of Poffeffions fo gain’d gives En-
couragement to Induftry in the gaining them, ’tis upon
that Account only that fuch Hands are inftrumental in
the Acquifition of National Wealth. DBut as thefe very
Pofieflions would be much better fecur’d by an Uni-
verfal Honefty, fo fuch an Honeity would be a much
greater Encouragement to Indultry, and confequently
in a greater Degree contribute to the National Wealth,
But this is carrying the Benefit of Univerfal Honelty
further than is neceflary in Anfwer to the Obje&tion,
"Tis fufficient, at prefent, if it appears, that an entire Ab-
fence of Roguery, by which ’tis pretended fo many
Hands would be left idle, could not at all take off
from the National Wealth.

It will be ask’d in Confequence of the fecond Part
of the Argument, how thefe Men left without Employ-
ment can be maintained?

It has been prov’d already, that this Change in their
Morals would not leflen the Wealth or Property of a
People, and confequently there would be the fame Fund
of Provifions for the Maintenance of the fame Num-
ber of People. We will allow then that fuch as are
thus deprived of their Employments, have a Right to a
Maintenance fome way or other, and that the Society
is under an Obligation to employ them, or (what comes
to the fame Thing), to maintain them unemployed.

It muit be confider’d, that as every Man is oblig’d to
be at fome Expence, in fencing himfelf and his Pro-
perty againlt Violence and Wrong, fo this Expence
' | | would
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would be entirely faved by a General Pratice of Vie--
tue ; and the Savings of this Expence throughout the
Community would be a Fund for the Maintenance of
fuch as by this Means are grown ufelefs. This every
one would chearfully contribute to the Payment of,
on account of the compleat Security he has of enjoy-
ing the Remainder without Fear or Hazard.

Indeed in the prefent Situation of Affairs Idlenefs
has a Tendency to Vice; but the Objetion fuppofes
an entire Abfence of Vice. The Queltion here is not
whether Idlenefs promotes Vice, but whether Firrae
begets Poverzy. It will be the fame thing therefore
to the Community, whether thefe Hands are employ’d
in ufelefs Labour, or maintain’d unemployed ; for bare
Employment is of no Ufe to the Publick, nor is it pof~
fible it fhould be,

I have known an Overfeer of the Poor in the Coun-
try, when a lufty Fellow has complain’d to him of his
want of Work, employ him for a whole Day toge-
ther in turning a Grinditone, tho’ nothing was all that
while ground upon it. I believe it won’t be faid that
the Parith was the richer for the Fellow’s Labour; aor
that they might not as cheaply have paid him for fit-
ting at home, or obferving the Shapes of the Clouds..
The Overfeer however judg’d right ; the Fellow grew
afham’d of fo fenfelefs a Task, and foon found out a
better Emyloyment himfelf.
~ That fomewhat like this would be the Cafe of the
whole Community, is the next thing we fhall endea-
vour to prove; that is, that all or great Numbers of
thofe we have hitherto {uppofed would be ufelefs from
the want of their prefent Employment in providing
againft Roguery, would find other Employments: And
as all the Skill and Labour exercis’d in thefe, would be
juft fo much Addition to the publick Wealth; fo it
uft be put to the Accoant of this Univerfal Honefly,

that
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that is, it will be a Proof that fuch Univerfal Honefty
-not only does not occafion any Poverzy, but would
greatly encréafe a National }ealth.

In the firlt Place, there never was yet that Country
in the World, where every Part of the Soil wids {o
compleatly improv'd as not to bé capable of much fur-
ther Improvemient. This of it felf would employ vaft
Numbers, and all fuch futther mprovement of the Soil
would be an additional Wealth.

2dly, If Wealth confifts in a Plenty of Ornaments,
whatever adds to thefe is an Addition to Wealth. Now
the Skill and Labour that might be employ’d in the Im-
provement of Commodities, or in adding to the Ele-
gancies of Life, is almolt infitiite. The Arts of Pain-
ting, Carving; Gilding, &5'c. might take up the Time,
and fupply Labour to all fuch as are now employ’d in
Bolts, Locks and Fences. Such as are employ’d in
teaching others their Duty, or pleading for their Rights,
would, by their fuperior Skill and Underftanding, be the
Men of Wealth, and live in Elegance and Grandeur
themfelves, or in fome Condition or other, contribute
to thofe Advantages in their Neighbours.

There could be no Want of Employment then, fup-
pofing this great Change to be ever fo fudden, and
that a Miracle intervened to cffe it at once. But this
is fetting the prefent Quéftion in a very improper Light,
‘When this is apply’d to Pra&ice, and addrefs’d to the
Magiftrate®, as a Rule to dire& him in the Go-
vernment of a Society, the Change mulft neceffarily be
fuppofed to be gradual; and then it will appear ftill
plainer that there would neceffarily arife a Succeflion
of new Trades, or a greater Number of the prefent

a In Anfwer to the Prifentment of the Grand Fury, ke [ays, The Mat-
ter complain’d of ( the Fable of the Bees) is manifﬂﬁy addrefls’d to Ma-
giftrares and Politicians, p. 4€9. N, B, The laff Edition is all aling refer'd to,
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T'rades that contribute to the ornamental Parts of Life,
in Proportion as the Trades in providing againft Ro-
guery grew ufelefs and wore off.

All the Confequences of an Univerfal Honefty will
beft appear from the following Cafe.

Suppofe aMan poflefs’d of a large Flock of Sheep,
who is oblig’d to be at a great Expence in making his
Fences very ftrong, and in maintaining a Number of
Shepherds to preferve them againft the Wolves that a-
bound in his Neighbourhood. Afterwards by the Care and
Skill of the Government, or the Affiltance of his Neigh-
bours, the Wolves are all deltroyed. Would the Coun-
tryman complain that by this Means his Servants were
left without Employment 2 Or if he fhould, would
not he be told, that his Expence, and not his Income,
was leflen’d ? Or if he was f{lill oblig’d to maintain
the fame Servants, that they would contribute to his
Profit by an Improvement of other Parts of his Farm
or if there was no Room for that, to his Conveniency
and Grandeur, by adorning his Houfe and Gardens ;
or by a better Attendance upon himfelf and Family ?
The worlt that could happen from their Want of Ems
ployment being only that {fomme of his Shepherds would
be turned into ['ootmen, and wait at their Mafler’s
Table, inftead of watching his Flocks. In fhort, till
his Acres grew fewer, or his Crops lefs plentiful, no
one ill Confequence could follow from the Change.

Rogues and Plunderers are the #a/ves of humane
Society ; and that People, as well as private Family,
would be the moft happy and wealthy, where the Em-
ployment for Fence-makers, Guards and Watchmen,
and the Occafion for them were entirely at an End,

If it be objected that fuch a Morality would deftroy a
Part of Foreign Trade, becaufe fuch as are now em-
ployed in building, exporting, £5c. Ships of War, Am-
munitions and other warlike Stores, which are occali-

on’d
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on’d by Injuftice and Oppreflion, would then have no-
thing to do; 1 anfwer, that warlike Stores, {5’¢. being
the IFences againft the Plunder of other Societies, as Bolts,
Locks and Barrs are again{t the Robberies of private
Men, if fuch a Morality is fuppos’d to be confin’d to
one Nation, other Countries will ftill have Occafion
for thofe Commodities ; but fuppofing it Univerfal,
their Commerce in the Ornaments of Life would be
the greater, as their Demand for Provifions againft
thofe Mifchiefs grew lefs.

To illuftrate yet further, what has hitherto been faid
by another Inftance that comes likewife within the Au-
thor’s Scheme °.

Put the Cafe that by another Miracle the Ufe of
Phyfick were to ceafe (as moft of it, the learned Au.
thor thinks, would ceafe with common Roguery ©,
whilft a good Part of the Remainder would be left to
fubfilt upon Folly) fuppofe all People were to enjoy a
perfet State of Health ’till they died (for Sicknefs is a
natural Evil, as Roguery is a moral one) Would any
one f{cruple to pay Phyficians as much to fit ill, as
he pays them at prefent for Advice and Phyfick, in
Confideration of fuch a Blefling? Or wou’d the Pub-
lick fufter by their Idlenefs, or that of the Tradefmen
dependant upon them ? If the Evils themfelves ceafe
at the fame T'ime that the Provifions againft them are
remov’d, ’tis impoflible any Lofs or Inconvenience
fhou’d happen from the Alteration. If the Want of
Employment be in it felf a Grievance, let it be re-
membred, that tho’ the univerfal Medicine would be
worth very little, yet a large Field of Labour would

b P, 428. Evil moral as well as natural, is the folid Bafis, the Life
and Supl:{é:: of all Trades and Employments, without Exception,
E Pl 5] If"
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fiill rethain behind in fquaring the Citcle, finding out
the Philofopher’s Stone, or a perpetual Motion.

In the Inftance now mention’d, ’tis certain, that a
finall Part of our Foreign, as well as Inland T'rade,
would be deftroy’d. *T'will be the fame Thing in any
more confiderable Branch. As there would be no Oc=
cafion for the Importation of Drugs, it will be ask’d
how that Quantity of our Goods, which is now ex-
ported in Exchange for them, can be difpos’d of? To
fuppofe then the worlt that could peffibly happen, and
that there is no other Vent for them, let there be as
much Skill and Labour employ’d in working them up
as there is now, and when they are ready for Expor-
tation, either let them be deftroy’d here, or fhipped off
immediately, and thrown over Board. Goods barunt and
funk [fays the Author, in favour of Storms, Ship-
wrecks, Ec. ©] are as beneficial to the Poor, as if they
had fafely arrived at their feveral Ports; which then
will appear more demonftrably true in the prefent Cafe,
as the Subftance of the Exporter or Employer of the
Poor is not leflen’d by fuch an Accident. It will be
ask’d, Who then fhall pay for the Materials and Work-
manfhip of them ? The Property of thofe People whofe
Want of Drugs or Phyfick ceafes, is increas’d by this
means; or, which is the fame Thing, their neceffary
Expences are leflen’d. Thefe. People wou’d think the
Blefling of Health cheaply purchas’d at fo finall a
Price; or as the Cafe is general, let the Publick pay
it, and raife it upon the People in what Proportion
they pleafe. ’Tis plain, the whole Community would
be as able to pay it as they are wow, fince no Part of
their Wealth is leffen’d by the Change. Their natural
Soil would be the fame, while more Hands might be
employ’d in making the utmolt Advantages of it.

€P. 421,
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It would be too tedious to purfue this Obfervation
thro’ the feveral Branches of Trade that are now em-
ploy’d. in providing again{t Vice and Roguery; but I
believe enough has been faid to convince the intelligent
Reader, that the fame Way of Reafoning will hold
good univerf(ally in other In{tances.

The Author makes Sicknefs, and fuch other nataral
Ewils, a Part of the folid Bafis, the Life and Support of
Trades and Ewmployments ', as much as [Moral ones.
In the fame Manner the Inundations and Incroach-
ments of the Sea, that fome Countries are particularly
liableto, are publick Benefits in that Country, as much
as the Plunder and Incroachment of Rogues and Vil-
lains ; for as many Hands may be employ’d in provid-
ing again{t thofe Natural Evils, as againlt Moral ones.
What a valt Expence are the Darch at every Year, in
repairing their Dikes 2 Now according to him, a Pro-
jeét for faving this Expence ought to be lookt upon as
a Plot agzin{t the Wealth and Safety of their Coun-
try, as it would certainly deprive a vaft Number of
Men of their prefent Employment. But if a rational
feafible Projeét for this Purpofe fhould meet with fuch
a Reception, the wife Rulers of that well-order’d Com-
monwealth 8 would, in the Opinion of fome People,
forfeit a Share of their Reputation for good Policy.
Suppofe yet further, that fuch Hands were depriv’d of
their prefent Employment ever fo fuddenly, that Pro-
vidence fhou’d in one Night’s time raife Barriers againft
the Sea, that were to lall as long as the World it felf;,
in all Probability,thefe wife Rulers would not confider
fuch a Miracle as a National Misfortune, but would
find out ways enough to employ thofe Hands who now
work in theic Dikes, efpecially when, as the Author

—
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tells you, in fome of their Provinces there’s Abundance
of Ground lying wafle for want of Improvement »
This Abfurdity runs thro’ his Book. Ewi/ meral as
well as natural is the [vlid Bafis, &c, Not only all forts
of Vice and Roguery, buz the Neceffities and Imperfe-
ctions of Man, the various Iuclemencies of Air and other
Elements, the Treachery of Water, the Rage of Fire, the
Sterility of the Earth, Sicknefs and Diafters of all fors;
in fhort, all fuch Evils as the World call Misfortuznes,
come into his Account of Publick Benefits. The Gifis
and Munificence of Heaven, and all the Bouuties and
Benefits of Nature, by faving a World of Labeur and
Pains, make us poor, But the Inclemencies of Air and
other Elements, Baduefs of Seafons, the Stubborunefs and
Sterilizy of the Earth, are the great Source of Trades,
and confequently of Wealth : They rack our Inven-
tion, and fo make us rich, The Lofs of Limbs are
vaftly ufeful to a Society, or elfe there could have
been no room for the Invention of wooden Legs, or
the Praéice of Surgery. If all People had their Sight
in Perfection, the World had never had the Benefit of
the curious Workmanthip of Glals-eyes ; and I take
it upon Ine to prove, that if none were to walk upon
their Feet, there would be more Stilts and Crutches
in the Nation than there are now: And zbe greater
Variety there is of Wants, the larger Number of Indi-
viduals may find their private Intercft in fupplying them .
The finding out the Longitude, for Inflance, is one
of the moft impertinent mifchievous Attempts that has
hitherto employ’d the Care or Skill of Mankind. In-
ftead of offering Rewards for it, every good Subje&:
ought to befeech Providence to blaft any traiterous En-
deavours towards it, and to avert fo heavy a Calami-
i}r as the Prevention of Shipwrecks would ‘bring upon

Y
= = - = )

o5, 1 P.465,
B s

o,



{5125)
us. If the Reader would fee more of the fame Strain
of Politicks, let him read from Page 414 to 428, parti-
cularly 424 and 425, and the Vindication of them at
the End &

Upon the Whole, a People in the Circumftances zhe
Author has reprefented his reform’d Hive !, that is, with-
out any Vice or Roguery among them, would be
wealthier than otherwife, as enjoying at lealt as many
of the Neceffaries and Conveniencies, and more of
the Ornaments of Life; or in other Words, their In-
come would be at leaft as much, and their neceffary
Expences lefs, Whatever Complaints he may think
fit to make, that Smiths, {F¢. ™ would ftarve, if there
were no Roguery going forward, every Man would
contribute to maintain thofe Engineers, not only in
Idlenefs, but in Plenty and Affluence, provided he
could be fecure from the leaflt Apprehenfion of Vio-
lence and Wrong of any kind ; at leaft every Man
awoxld, that did not hope to thrive upon a general
Plunder, to make himfelf Amends for the Injuries he
rececived from fome, by his greater Oppreflion of o-
thers. Befides, nothing can be fo great an Encourage-
ment to Induftry, which is the Life of Trade, as a Se-
eurity, that what a Man gets can never be wrelted from
him.

This Security is the chief End of Government ; and
if that particular Form of Government is the beft cal-
culated to promote the Trade and Wealth of a Coun-
try, and that People are the molt happy, where the
Properties of private Men are not liable to the En-
croachments of arbitrary Rulers : That Form of Go-
yernment, which could effettually fecure Men from

K See livewife the Index wnder the Word Bleflings, the Plage refer'd to (43
‘[i-rrm:,‘.l is to prove Bleflings projmdicial,
LB 13, ®P 83,
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the Injuftice and Wrongs of one another, fhould, one
would think, be f{till more perfeét. For the Tyranny
of a Prince affe@s People in a more remote Degree
than Robbery, Violence and Plunder among them-
felves. By fuch Prafices they are thrown back into
a State of Nature, which is much worfe than a very
bad Government. A Prince would do his People lefs
Mifchief if he opprefs’d them Aimfelf, and prevented
their opprefling owe another, than if, by an indolent Be-
haviour and Remifsnefs of Government (tho’ he re-
frain’d from all Violence himfelf) he allow’d every
Man to injure his Neighbour as he pleafed. And yet a
Statefiman, who could fix this happy Model of Go-
vernment, according to him, ought to be deemed an
arrant T'raitor to his Country, by rendring fo many
Smiths and Watchmen ufelefs. The Author muft not
think to explain away the Badnefs or Abfurdity of his
Opinions, by faying, thatfuch a Form of Government
is smpoffible ; that zo live

Without great Vices, 15 a vain

Eutopia feated in the Brain;
an Excufe he feems to be laying in for in the Moral,
as he calls it ». For wherever the Scheme was firft
feated, *tis at prefent in zbe Fable of the Bees. He fup-
pofes the Fal?, and then undertakes to fhew you the
Mifchiefs of it. ’Tis only to difguife his main De-
fign, that he employs his ingenious Raillery in ridi-
culing Fools, who oxly flrive

To make a great an houefl Hive,
that is, for endeavouring at what is smpofiible to ob-
tain. His real Sentiments appear, when he calls zhe
grumbling Hive Rogues and Fools, for having by their
impertinent Prayers procur’d sz Facf fuch a State and

o P23 3
: Cﬂﬂdlﬁ



(14)

Condition, and confequently fuch Ruin and Poverty.
The Knaves are aéually zaruned honeft °, a Curfe which
the great and good Gods fent them in their Venge-
ance as the greateft they could infliét,

——All the Rogues cry’d brazenly,

Good Gods, had we but Honefty !

Merc’ry [mil’d at the Impudence,

Aud others call’d iz Want of Senfe ;
(tho’ by the way, Mercury alls a little out of Cha-
raéter here; he might with a better Grace have laugh’d
at their want of Senfe, than their want of Modefty
or Honefty, Qualities he was not very remarkable for
himfelf ) but Jove mov’d with Iadignation, at laft fwore
g1 Anger ¥,
He’d rid

The bawling Hive of Fraud; ANp DID.

The very Moiwnent it departs,

And Honefly fills all their Hearts,
The Bees themfelves immediately grew feniible of theig
agly Transformation from Knavery to Honefty,
In Silence they confefs,

By blufbing at their Uglinefs.
Then comes the dreadful Account of Ruin and De-
lolation this Monfter Honefty brought with it ;

But, ob you Gods! What Conflernation,

How waft and [ndden was th’ Alteration !

fn half an Honr the Nation round

Meat fell a peany 1# the Pound, &, ?
Till at laft, finding themfelves poor,
To avoid Extravagance
They flew into a hollow Tree,
Bleft with Countent and Honefly ".

© The Tite of dhe Fable itfelf is The Grambiing Hive, wr, Knaves twrn’'d
fromefl. -

PP.13.
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As this is an Excufe which the Author has very
often Recourfe to, I fhall be oblig’d to take notice of
it again in the Courfe of this Enquiry.

If what has been faid be a true Account of national
Wealth ; if it confifts wholly in the Produé of the
Soil improv’d by Skill and Labour, and the Returns
of it by Trade, it will help us to difcover another
Miftake that fome among us have run into; which is,
that all Inventions to fave Labour and Trouble, by
the Help of which one Man may do the fame Work
in one Day, that would otherwife employ feveral Men
for feveral Days, are prejudicial to the Publick. For
whatever Labour is employ’d for other Purpofes than
the drawing out, improving, {Jc. the Produ& of the
Soil, is utterly ufelefs to the Publick; and confequent-
ly, if by the Help of new Inventions any piece of
Work that now requires zwo Men, can be done in
the fame Time by owe Man, all that Labour fo fav’d
would be fo much real Gain to the Publick, as long
as there is any room for the further Improvement of
their Soil, or beautifying the Produét of it, or extend-
ing their Commerce. :

Tho” fuch an Univerfal Mora]ir';, 4s has been all
along fuppos’d, be impoflible in Fa&, without the In-
tervention of @ Miracle ( which one would wonder
the Author of the Fable fhould have Recourfe to for the
Foundation of his Scheme) yet what has been faid
will hold equally true as to any lefs Improvémeat in
Virtue, that the Care and Skill of the Magiftrate can
bring about ; and ’tis in this prafical View only that
his Notions are of any Confequence to the World, or
deferve to be confider’d.

* It will be hard to puefs, what Defign zhe Author
could have in publifhing this Syltem of Politicks. Has

there been fuch a quick and fudden Progrefs in Mora-
lity
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lity of late Years here in England, as to occafion the
ftarving great Numbers of People who were before
employ’d in fencing againlt Roguery ? For he tells you
Excraxp is the Country his Hive is intended to re-
prefent *. There are a great many thoufand Acres of
incultivated Liand, which, at the Expence of Labour,
would bring a Iarge Acceflion of Wealth to the King-
dom; many Rivers might be made navigable, negleéted
Branches of Trade encourag’d to publick Advantage,
and our publick Roads be kept in a much better Or-
der. Thefe are but a few Inftances that might be
named, wherein the Liabour of many thoufands, accor=
ding to his own Aflertion *, might be ufefully em-
ployed. ;

Tho’ the Magiftrate were to fet about the Work
of Reformation ever {o heartily, I am afraid the Pro-
grefs he could make, would not be fo great as to en«
able him to make Draughts from fuch as ate now em-
ployed in defending us againft Roguery, large enough
to fupply thefe great Occafions; even tho’ no new
Trades were to arife, nor the Number of the prefent
ones to encreafe, that make for the ornamental Parts
of Life, to afford Labour for fuch as would grow
ufelefs by a general Pradtice of Honefty. And yet till
all this happens, and the Society is found to groan un-
der the Weight and Mifery of Virtue, one would think
there fhould be no Occafion for fuch Leffons of Im-
morality. Has there been any infolent Attempt fet
on Ioot to abridge Mankind of their natural Liberty
of prattifing Vice and Wickednefs, or to make Virtue
and Religion fafhionable among us? Can he, among
the numberlefs Projefts that have of late Years been

——

T Preface, p. 4.

¢ P.'364. There is above three or four hundred Year T
dred thoufand Poor; more than we bave in this Hagd, Sl
b
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offer’d for the Good of this Nation; tell us of any
Schemes calculated to make the prefent or the future
Age more honeft or virtuous than former ones? I
can think of but one, out of a great many that might
be named to the contrary, I mean that of Charity-
Schools : And ’tis greatly to the Honour of the Per-
fons concerned in promoting thefe Seminaries of Vir-
tue, that the fame Book which attempts to prove zhe
more wicked awd wvicions Mankind are, the better Sub-
jells they are, and the more ufeful Meinbers of a Com-
monwealth, fhould have in it a Treatife againft thofe
Charities. The Author might very well have changed
Titles, and have called the Fable it {eIf an Argument
againft Charity-Schools. For if private Vices are publick
Benefits, 'tis a much better Argument againft them,
than any he has urged. But this will be confidered
more 3t large hereafter. _

His Comparifon of Wickednef(s in a Society to the
Dirt of the Streets in London ®, is nothing to his Pur-
pofe. The only way of reafoning that will hold here,
is to fay, that as the Wealth and Trade of the City
of London produce fome Dirz in the Streets, fo will
the Wealth of the Society produce fome Vice and Wic-
kednefs in the People; which (if it proves any thing)
is not an Argument for the Ufefuluefs of Vice, but ra-
ther thews the Inconvenience of Wealth. To fay, as the
Dirt of the Streets is the Effec of the Wealth of the
City, fo Vice or Wickednefs is the Caxfe of the
Wealth of a Society, is a fort of Logick peculiar to
himfelf.

"T'his Comparifon then is againft him. For as a Pro-
jeét for the better cleanfing the Streets would not, I
- prefume, be lookt upon by the Inhabitants, as a Plot

& Se¢ the Prefase from pe 9o 20 p. 11, and p, 471,
D 3 againg
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againft the T'rade and Wealth of the City: So the Ex-
tirpation of Vice in a Society would as little tend to
the leflening the publick Wealth or Happinefs ; even
tho’ each could be fo effettual, as that zbe Blackgnard
and the Scavengers in the one Cafe ™, and Smiths * and
Watchmen in the ezber, thould be oblig’d to quit their
prefent Employments, and the Expence of bath be en-
tirely faved.

But the Author thinks, however it might fare with
lefler Communities, that wo Society can be raifed into &
rich and mighty Kingdom, or [0 raifed [ubfift in their
Wealth or Power for auy confiderable Time, without the
Fieces of Man¥. Now this Diltinétion he himfelf has
effetually defiroyed elfewhere. For if what we call
FEvil iz this World, (the Expreflion looks as if he dif-
fer’d from the reft of the World in his Opinion of it)
wmoral as well as natural, is the grand Principle thas
makes us fociable Creasures, the folid Bafis, the Life
and Support of all Trades and Employments without Ex-
ception, that the Moment Evil ceafes, ithe Society muft
he [poiled, if mot torally diffolved *, it will follow, that
Evil is eflential to the Being of Society, to lefler ones
as well as greater. DBut to confider his Argument as it
ftands here. '

As to the Firt Part of it, it will be readily allowed
him, that Hiftory furnifhes very few Inftances of any
wide Extent of Dominion, that was not az firf# pro-
cur'd by Methods very inconfiltent with Virtue and
Morality. The Condu&t of an Alexander at the Head
.of his Army can as little be jultified,as that of Cer-
zoucke and his Gang. But then the utmoft he can
make of his Argument, will be this,"that a Man can-
not raife fo large an Eftate by hemg content with his

e - ——

“ Preface, p. 11. 1
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owa, as if he plunder’d his Neighbours, and had fif-
ficient Power to back him in his Outrage, and that
fuch Plunder can’t happen without the Afliftance of
Vice and Roguery. In fhort, that it is impoffible to be
a mighty Robber, without being fomewhat dishonelt ;
a Dilcovery in which Hamlet has been beforehand
with him %

If he eould have prov’d indeed that no body was the
poorer for this plunder’d Wealth; it would have been
a Secret worth communicating to the World ; a Se-
cret of great Ufe to juftify the Conduét of Minifters
of State.

But withregard to whole Societies he has yet a much
harder Task. For befides the proving that no other
Prince is the poorer for thefe plunder’d Territories,
he muft fhew, before he can make the leaft Ufe of it,
that a wide Extent of Dominion is neceflary to the
Wealth and Happinefs of the People. And as to that,
it mult be confider’d, that the Happinefs of a Commu-
nity, is nothing but the Happinefs of the private Indi-
viduals who compofe it. To fay,that 2 Community
may be happv, where the private lndividuals are un-
happy, is to fay, that an Army may be well cloatheds
though every fingle Man in every Regiment were forc’d
to go naked. ’Tis highly abfurd to call a Nation hap-
py and flourithing, only becaufe it makes a Figure a-
broad, and is a Terrour to its Neighbours, For the
greatelt Power and Force that ever any Nation has pof-
fe(s’d, either to defend themfelves, or to offend their
Neighbours, has been of no real Ufe, but as they ten-
ded to make each Individual happy in his prizase Life,
by fecuring to him the free and quiet Enjoyment of
his own. If we are to judge by this Teft, of the Ufe
that new Acquilitions of "T'erritories are to a Society,

3 There's ne'er a Villain dwelling in all Denmark; but he's an grrant Knave,
Shakelpear’s Hamlet -t
D 2 they
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they will be far from ferving the Purpofes of the Au-
thor. Are private Men the more happy or the more
wealthy, becaufe their Sovercign has the Glory to be a
Conqueror? It is not the Grandeur of the Prince, that
nakes the People happy ; nor the Extent of his Domini-
ons, that makes them rich. New Provinces may be
bought or added every Year, and yet the Eftates of private
Men be not at all enlarg’d by it. If one Part of a
Prince’s Dominions grow the richer for any Addition
to theih, it can only happen by draining the Wealth
from other Parts. All Ages and Countries will afford
Examples enough of this Truth. But to avoid giving
Offence, I would choofe to put the Reader in Mind
of what has happen’d elfewhere, rather than of what
Englifhmen may be fuppos’d to be more immediately
concern’d in.

But when a mighty Kingdom is fo raifed, it is by
no means true, that it can’t fubfitt in its Wealth or
Power, without the Affiftance of Fice. 1 expe&t it
will be faid that Power mult be fupported by the Me-
thods ’twas procured ; but befides that this has no re-
lation to private Vices, (no more indeed has the whole
Objetion ) it can only be true as to the firft Congane-
rors themfelves, and will ceafe afterwards, when a long
Pofleffion,and a continued Submiffion to the Succeffors,
have repair’d the want of Juftice in the Title of the
Congueror.  This,’tis probable, has been the Cafe fome
‘time or other of every Kingdom in the World. When
this Right is once acquir’d, Virtue and Morality don’t
exat a tame Submiffion to Injuries and Invafions from
-abroad, nor ftand in the way to any publick Benefit or
Happinefs at home. Enough has been faid to prove
the Truth of the one already; and as to the other,
‘Courage and a Love of Liberty have never yet baen
reckon’d among the Number of Vices®.

b See p. 21, of the Fable feom ghefe Words, So few 1n the valt Hive, &«
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"ROM what has been faid, 1 prefume we may fafely
infer, that a Secrezy can never grow rich and
flourith from fuch uufocial Praélices, as Fraud, Plun-
der and Rapine. The Author himfelf allows, zhas
Man was not defign’d by Nature for Rapine©;and again ¢,
Man is naturally not rapacions, loves Peace and Quiet, &c-
So evident a Truth he might have prov’d, if he had
pleas’d by better Reafons, thanhis Unlikenefs in Shape
and outward Make to common DBeafts¢; and yet even
this is fuch a Compliment to humane Nature, as he
would not have been guilty of, but at the Expenfe of
fome other Virtue, which he thought inconfiftent with
this quiet and peaceable Difpofition, and of which he
had Occafion juft then to deprive Mankind, What I
mean, is Conrage".

It would not be fair to conceal from the Reader,
that when the Author has made his own Ufe of this
Compliment to them, he endeavours immediately to
explain it away again, What be faid laft, muft only be
underflood of Man in bis SAVAGE State ; when be be-
comes a Member of Society, he grows quite another Crea-
zmre. 'What he faid laft, was, that Man from the Make
of his Faws, the Evennefs of bis Teeth, the Breadth of
bis Nails, and the Slightnefs of both, conld mot be de-
Sfign’d by Natnre for Rapive, and therefore is a timo-
rous Animal; and now he tells you, zhis wmnft only be
sinderflood of him in his favage State. As {oon as the
exnning Animal is roufed from his natural Innocence and
Stupidity €, he acquires or difcovers Qualities, that, if
les alone, he tells you, would make him the moft hurt-
ful and noxious Creature in the World. In his Sa-
-':.rag: State he is inmocent, quiet and peaceable; but as
foon as he grows focial, you muft take Care of him,

oP.226.1.12. 9P.gor.l7. *Posaé L7,
¢ See Remark R, to p, 226, ¢ Dy 226,
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or he will grow the moft ravenons Bealt in the World.
He fhould have added, that his Faws (trengthen and
extend themfelves, and his Teezb and Nasls grow fit for
Prey. Here then is room for the Politicians Skill. The
firft Care of all Governments, he fays, is to curb or
overcome thefe Qualities, which juft before he faids
Society (which, in his own Account, implies Govern-
ment *) bhad raifed in him. One may defy the moft di-
ligent Examiner into Political or Moral Writers, to
cull from them all, fuch Inconfiftencies, as, when put
together in any manner he pleafes, can furnifh out fuch
a monftrous and unnatural Account as the Author has
here given us of the Formation of Society.

His Account of the Origin of moral Virtues is jult
fuch another Mafter-piece. He fays, the Diltin&ions
between Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice, were the
Contrivance of Politicians '; and again*, Moral Virtues
are the political O ffspring which Flattery begot upon Pride,
or the Offspring which the Flattery of Politicians be-
got upon Pride; and again, ¢be firft Rudiments of Mo-
rality were broacbed by skilful Politicians to render Men
afeful to each other'. Whoever thefe Politicians were,
or in what Age or Country foever they lived, they were
certainly (according to his Scheme) but forry Bunglers
at their Work ; the introducing fuch a Diftin&ion, or
concurring in the Produétion of MoralVirtues, being
only creating, according to him, fo many Sources of
Diftrefs and Poverty to a People. If all modern Po-
liticians are as cumming as thefe firft, he may be very
right in his Opinion, that zbe Governors of Societies,and

zhofe in bigh Stations, are greater Bubbles than any of
dhe reft™,

B P. 399, & 400. By a Society I mean a Body Politick=smawhere
-under one Head or other Form of Government, f;-;. k :
'P.33. L 18, and p, 34. ®P 37, il W #.!.4;;‘
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This Account of moral Virtwes delteoys the very
Ufe he would make of it, For if it was found from
Reafon or Obfervation, that moral Virtues tended to
the Peace, Happinefs and Wealth of a Society, that
they rendred Men USEFUL to each other, it will be the
fame thing in the prefent Cafe, whether the Origin
of them were Political, Natural, or Religious. It will
be fufficient, I fay, that in themfelves they tend to
promote thofe Ends.

The Task our Author has undertaken, is to repre-
fent Virtue as bafe and contemptible in Theory, and
mifchievous in Prallice. To do one without the other,
was below his comprehenfive Genius. T'o undervalue
it in Theory, he tells you, ’tis the Offspring of Flattery
begor wpon Pride " ; that fome of the wor/t of Men had
2 hand in the Prodution of it°; that ’tis contrary to
the Impulfe of Nature?; that ’tis a meer State-Engine ;
that zhe firft Rudiments of Morality were broached by
skilful Politiciaus, to render Men USE FUL to each other 9,
To demonftrate how deftruétive ’tis in Pracfice, he
tells you, ’tis not only USELESS, but it fpeils, if it
does not tatally diffolve the Society®; that it reduced =
[pacions, rich, wife, learmed, bappy and powerful Hivc?,
a Scciety that rang’d about and enjoy’d the Sweets of
the Earth, to a poor, wretched, diftrefs’d Company, and
at laft confin’d them to the Limits of a hollow Tree *,
where they were left to ftarve upon their Honefly ;
for Honelty, from the very Nature of it, is 4 mrean
frarving Quality¥. Who ean wonder at this Heap of
Blunder, in the Defenfe of two fuch inconfiltent Af-
fertions 2 Either of them would have furnifh’d out Abs

*P.g7. ©°P3q PIbd 9P, gé.
* P. 428. The Moment Evil ceafes, the "Sociery muft be fpoiled, if nos
mﬁ]lr diffolved.
TP, 1. of the Fable, ¢ Piaa,
¥ P. 105. Frugality is like Honefty, 2 mean flatving Virtue.' ;
' furdity
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furdity enough, without tacking the two Contrarieties
together.

If what the Author has fcatter’d up and down in his
Book relating to the Origin of moral Virtues, and the
Politicians Management in forming a Society, were
put together, it would furnifh out fome fuch Account
as this ; for to infift upon every Blunder by it felf would
be tirefome.

¢ In a Country not yet difcover’d by the relt of Man.
¢ kind, and before the Jewith or Chriftian Account of
¢ the World’s Creation, there dwelt great Numbers of
a fort of Animal call’ld Man. But before I proceed
to relate the following Adventures, it will be necef-
fary to obviate an Obje&ion, that I forefee will be
made either by the critical or religious Reader, con-
cerning the Circumftances of Time and Place. Now
thofe I affirm may be true, notwithftanding what
¢ The Bible fays to the contrary ; BEcause the Ani-
¢ mals I am fpeaking of, were neither Jews nor Chri-
¢ ftians *.
¢ Man in his favage Nature was a peaceable, quiet %,
timorous ¥, extraordinary felfith, head(trong, cunning ’,
¢ innocent, ftupid *, filly ®* Animal.

* His only Appetites were to preferve himfelf and
his Species ©; which as they were not very violent,
were eafily fatisfied *. He had nothing of that Com-
pound of various Paflions, all which, as they have
been proyok’d and come uppermolt, have fince go-
* verned him by turns, whether he would or no*, Qr

= r & ”R Ly
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¥ ¥ Introduiion, and E. 35
* P, 226, Man, as he is a fearful Animal, loves Peace and Quier,
. 5. :EGM Ma.anmﬂ confequently be a timorous Animal.
+ 28, Man being an extraordi fel
Iqingrﬂ.nimal. g inary felfith, headfirong, as well as cun-
* I.226. He is roufed from his natural Innocence and Stupidi
: P. 237. S0 filly a Creature is Man, R
fPo215. AP o236, ¢ The Intradnion
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if_he had, they had forever lain afleep and remain’d
concealed, had not a miemorable Accident roufed
them up and call’d them out into publick Appearance’.
N. B. lufe the Word Paffiens for Paflions and Vices
¢ promifcuoufly.

¢ It happen’d thus: A certain Polizician, who was
 himfelf at this time one of the innocent, ftupid Ani-
* mals I delcrib’d above (and at the fame time a Wi-
¢ zard or a Conjurer, as I will prove by and by) hav-
¢ ing thoroughly examin’d all the Strength and Frailties
¢ of humane Nature®, took it into his Head to civilize
¢ Man, and make him a focial Creatare. This he did
¢ with a generous Defign to make Man ufeful to him-
¢ felf and others. His Defign in this was chiefly am-
¢ bitious, intending by it to eflablihh a Jurifdiétion
¢ over him, and to make him a Slave by the eafieft and
¢ {ecureft Mechods pofiible ™.

¢ The Minute he became a Member of Socicty,
¢ Pride, Envy, Avarice and Ambition catched hold of
¢ him'; the cunning Animal is toufed from his na-
“ tural Innocence and Stupidity, his Knowledge en-
¢ ¢reafes, his Defires are enlarged, and confequently
¢ his Wants and Appetites are multiplied ; the leaft
Difappointment in all thefe makes him grow very

S
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fP.226. What T fuid lalt, & B P. 2o

b P, 33. The frit Rudiments of Morality broached by skilful Politicians,
%0 render Men 1|I.'ﬂ'u.|] tw each other as well as craltable, were chiefly cun-
zriv’d that the Ambitious might =govern valt Numbers of them with
greater Eafe and Security,

i P.226, & 227. What I Tid lat muft only be underftood of Man in
fis favage State; for if we examine him as a Member of a Society, and
a taught Aanrmal, we thall find him quite another Creatre: As flon as
his Pride has Room to plays and Envy, Avarice and Ambition begin o carch
nold of him, he is ronfed from his parural Innocence and Stupidity, As
his Knowledge encreales, his Defires are enlarged, and confequently his Wants
and Apperites are multiplied : Hence it muft follow, that he will be often
crofs'd in the Purluit of them, and meer wirth abundance more Difippoint-
snents to flir up his Anger in this than his former Condition; and Man
would in a litde time become the moft hurcful and noxiows Creature in

the World; if ler alone, e~

E ficrce
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fiecrce and angty®: What a Legion of Devils had 7/¢
Politician raifed here ! Who would have thought this
was the way to render Men tra&able'? The Poli-
tician was aware of the Difficulty he was in. He
fcund that with thefe mutinous Paflions once
roufed, Man would grow the moft hurtful and noxious
¢ Creature in the World, if let alone ™; and what i$
¢ worfe, would not tamely fubmit to his Jurifdi¢tion;
¢ Thefe being probably given him by Nature, as {o many
¢ Guards upon his Liberty. *Twas neceflary therefore
¢ that he fhould part with thefe and all his other na-
¢ tural Appetites fome way or others *T'was impof-
¢ fible by Force alone to take them away and make
¢ him trattable™. The chief thing he labour’d, was to
¢ coax them out of him, by telling him ’twas more be-
¢ neficial to every body to conquer than to indulge
¢ them °; that is, to conquer them in the manner he
¢ fhould direét; that ’twas better to prefer the Good of

-
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k P, 227, The Provocations ke will receive to Anger, will be infinite in
the civilis’d Srare.

1 P, 33. To render Men=——=tratltable.

m P, 227.

n P, 28, It is impoflible by Force alone to make him rraftable,

© P. 28, The chief Thing therefore, which Lawgivers and other wife
Men, that have labour’d for the Eftablifhment of Society, have endeavour'd,
has been to make the People they were to govern, believe, that it was
more beneficial for every body to conquer than indulge his Appetites, and
much better to mind the Publick than what feem’d his private Lnterefl,
As this has always been a very difficult Task, fo no Wit or Eloquence
has been left untried to compals it; and the Moralifts and Philofophers of
all Ages employed their urmoft Skill ro prove the Truth of fo ufeful an
Aflertion. Bur whether Mankind would have ever believ'd it or nor, it is
not likely thar any body could have perfuaded them to difapprove of their
natural Inclinations, or prefer the Good of others to their own, if ar the
fame time he had not thew’d them an Equivalent to be enjoy’d asa Re-
ward for the Violence, which by fo doing they of neceflity mufl commit

themfelves. Thofe that have undertaken ro civilize Mankind, were

not ignorant of this; but being unable o give fo many real Rewards as
would fatisfy all Perfons for every individual Aétion, they were forc’d o
contrive an Jmai;'mar}f one, that as a general Equivalent for the Trouble of
Belf-denial fhould ferve on all Occafions, and without cofting any thing ei-
gner to themfelves or others, be-yer a moft acceprable Recompence to the

ECELVErS:
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others to their own. This, you will fay, was a very
difficult Task, and therefore the Politician fet his
Wit and Eloquence to work, to compafs it; but Man
being an extraordinary felfith and headitrong, as well
as cunning Animal, was refolv’d not to be perfuaded
to prefer the Good of others to his own, or to be
wheedled out of his Innocence and Stupidity, his In-
clinations, and Liberty, without being fhewed an Egui-
walent., The Politician was not ignorant of this, but
being unable to give fo many real Rewards as would
fatisfy all Perfons, he contrived an Imaginary one,
that fhould ferve on all Occafions, colt nothing, and
* yet be greedily catch’d at as a_mighty Prize. At lalt
“ he hit upon one that tickled their Fancies to his
Purpofe. What d’ye think the Equivalent was? Why
he told him, that Man was a fublime Creature, and
¢ berter than a DBrute, if he would {ubdue his Appetites,
¢ and do as he bid him?. Then he divided the whole
Species into. two Clafles, and made Proclamation,
¢ that whoever would nor fubdue his Appetites, and
give them up to his Management, was an abje&, low
¢ minded 9, vile, groveling Wretch, the Drofs of his
kind, had only the Shape of a Man, and was the
next {tep to a Brute’, and therefore fhould belong to
this Clafs ; but whofoever would do as he bid him,
was a brave Fellow, a lofty, noble-minded Creature®,
and fhould belong to the ozker. |

Now ’tis hardly to be doubted, but Leffons and
Remontftrances, fo skilfully adapred®, muft needs not
PP g0, 91Ibid  riIbid. T lbid. i
t P. 31 & 32.1r is hardly ro be doubred but Leflonsand Remonfirance:, fo
skilfully adapred to the good Opinion Man has of himfelf, as thofe I have
mention'd, muft, if fcatter'd amonglt a Multi-ude; nor only gain the "Af-
fent of moft of them, as to the fpeculative Part, but likewife induce fe-
veral, efpecially the ferceft, moft refoluce, and beft among them, to endure
2 thoufand Inconveniencies, and undergo as many Hardihips, that they may

have the Pleafure of counting themfelves Men of the fecond Clafs, and con-

l'?q':mntiy appropriating to themfelves all the Excellencies they have heard
of it,
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¢ only make this extraordinary felfith and headflrong, s
‘ well as cunning Animal ¥, give up his Liberty, and
¢ prefer the Good of ‘athers to his own™; but like-
¢ wife induce the beft among themto endure a thoufand
¢ Inconveniencies, and undergo as many Hardfhips,
¢ that they might have the Pleafure of counting them:
¢ felves Men of the Second Clafs. \
¢ But the Reader perhaps will wonder how this Mat;
ter was brought about fo eafily, and efpecially how
the Politician ( Man being yet in his State of Inno-
cence and Stupidity) fhould fhew fo much Straragem
and Cunning. To this I anfwer, inthe Firft Place,
that the Politician was no Modern, and his Country
[ have not mention’d; befides that it can’t be ima-
gin’d that he could have executed the Matter quite fo
cleverly, if I had not taught him his Politicks. [
may fay this by a Prolepfis, very pardonable in a
Philofophical *, or rather an Hiftorico-Philofophi-
cal Treatife. In the Second Place, I have not yet
told the Reader, that the Politician and his
Tools had all this while the Government to back
them; and I lay it down as a Rule, that when Law-
¢ givers and other wife Men labour for the Eﬁg-
¢ blithment of Society ¥,and to civilize Mankind ?, they
¢ will never make any thing of it without the Authori-
¢ ty of the Government on their Side %, foas the People
¢ may be kept in Awe by the Power of their Rulers®.

O R
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v P, 28w lbid.

* P, 469, The Beginning of the Profe is altogether Philofophical,

AR T Ihicﬁ :

3 P. 32. And having ever the Authority of the Government on their Side,

b P. 33. Others be ajraid of the Refolution and Prowefs of thofe of the
fecond Clafs, and that all of them were kept in Awe by the Power of their
Rulers. That this is the plain and natnral Meaning qf the Author, will be .
eonfirmed yer further from the {:ﬁ Wards of the very mexe Pavagraph. This
was (or at leaft might have been) the Munner after which favage Man
was broke, from whence *tis evident, thar the firft Rudiments of Morglity
memmyyere contrived that the Ambitipus Mighime———govern, é.

‘ Dug
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% But what mainly contributed to compleat the Po-
¢ litician’s Succefs, and fhewed his Contrivance the
¢ moft, was a Circumflance yet behind, at leaft not yet
particularly difplay’d. He obferv’d there was a cer-
tain Male Creature, call’d Flaztery, and a certain Fg-
male one,call’d Pride ; and prying thoroughly into the
Nature and Conltitution® of thefe two, he thought if
¢ he could but bring about an amorous Commerce bg~
¢ tween thﬁm? fomewhat would come of it that might
¢ prove of excellent Ufe to him, and draw the Libeg-
¢ ties of the People into his own Hand. The Intrigue
¢ fucceeded to his Withes; Pride grew in Love with
¢ Flattery, and in due Time, out comes 3 numerous
¢ Offipring, call’d Moral Virtues ¢.  There were feveral
¢ who affifted at the Birth, and what’s moft wonderful,
¢ fome of the verieft Rafcals of their Kind had a hand
¢ in it. Thefe were they that chiefly found their Accoung
¢ in the whole Matter.  They did the Office of our
“ Gioffios *: Such, wanting Pride and Refolution to buoy
¢ them up in mortifying of what was dearelt to them,
¢ and yet athamed of confefling they could not ; in theig
¢ own Defence, fome admiring in others what they
¢ found wanting in themfelves ¢, others afraid of the

= - i ™

¢ P, 29. They thoroughly examin’d all the Strength and Frailties of our
Nature, and obferving, &-. \

d P. 37. The Moral virtues are the political Offspring which Flattery be-
get upon Pride. 3

* P, 34. They agreed——tp give the Name of Firege, &,

¢ P. 32, Thofe who wanted a {ufficient Stock of either Pride or Refo-
lution t buoy them up in mortifying of what was deareft to them, fol-
lowed the ﬂ:n?ual Difates of Narure, would yet be atham’d of confefling
themfelves to be thofe defpicable Wretches that belong’d to the inferiour
Clafs, and were generally reckon’d to be fo little remov’d from Brutes; and
tha: therefore in their own Defence they would fay, as others did, and
hiding their own Imperfeftions as well as they could, cry up Self-denial
and publick Spiritednels as much as any: For 1c is highly probable, thac
fome of them . convinced by the real Proofs of Fortitude and Self- Conqueft
they had feen, would admire in others what they found wanring in them-
felves 3 others be afraid of- the Refolution and Prowels of thofe of the
Second Clafs, and that all of them were kept in Awe by the Power ok
their Rulers, wherefore it E] rea]-;ﬂnahle] ;n dth]nk, tth none of fé;em {wha‘f*
ever they thought in themlelves ) wou are openly contradiéts whag by
eyery body m'l(i:g was thoughe criminal to doubr of,

_ ¢ Refo-
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Refolution and Prowe(s of the Virtuous, and kept in
¢ Awe by the Power of their Rulers, not daring openly
¢ to contradi€t what by every body elfe was thought
¢ criminal to doubt of ; and in the Gratification of their
¢ Appetites, being continually crofs’d by others of the
fame Stamp ; and by checking their Inclinations, or
following them with more Circumfpeétion, avoi-
ding a world of Troubles, and efcaping many Calami-
ties, finding they received the Benefit of virtuous
Aéltions, and in order to leflen the Number of Ri-
vals in Roguery, and Sharers in the Pleafure of it%;
and it being upon the whole (I fay, for all thefe Rea-
fons, or fome of thefe Reafons, or fome fuch other
Reafons) the Intereft of the very worlt of them more
than any to encourage the Cheat, they agreed to call
all natural Aétions, Vicis, and to give the Name of
VIRTUE to every Performance contrary to the Im-
pulfe of Nature " :

* ’Tis plain from hence, that there were Fices in the
World, before there were any Firtues. For the way the
Politician took to fatisfy his Ambition, was by play-
ing the Engine of Flatzery upon Pride, from whence
came Moral Virtues '; or as I have exprefs’d it in

“Tm
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P, 33. For even thofe who only flrove to gratify their Apperites, be-
ing continually crofs’d by others of the fame Smmp, could nor bur obferve,
that whenever they checked their Inclinations or but followed them with
more Circumfpeétion, they avoided a world of Troubles, and’ often efcaped
many of the Calamities that generally artended the too eager Purfuir atter
¥Pleaiure. ,

& P. 34. Firfl, they received, as well as others, the Benefit of thofe Ac-
sions that were done for the Good of the whole Society. and confequently
could nor forbear wilhing well to thofe of the fuperior Clafs that pertorm’d
them. Secondly, the more intent they were ln_lgeking their own Advan-
tage, withour regard to others,; the more they were hourly convinced, that
none flood fo much in their way as thofe that were moft like themfelves.

B P. 34. It being the Intereft then of the very worft of them, more than
anye————they agreed with the reft, to call every thing, which without
regard to the Publick, Man fhould commirt to gra;?,j- any of his Appetites,
ViCEs—And to give the Name of Virtue to ﬂ'ﬂf Performance, by
which Man; conurary to the Impulfe of Nagure; €+ 1P 37 ] '
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another Place, there were good ¥ and bad Men, before
there was any Rule to judge of Goodnefs or Badnefs
by ; there was Tranfgreflion before there was a Law:
for fome of the wor/# of Men had a hand in the fir(t
Produétion of Virtue . 'This may feemalittle ftrange,
but I told the Reader, there was Witchcraft in it.
Perhaps the Generality of the People won’t fall in with
thefe Notions. So much the better. Apage vulons,
fay I. The only Ufe I make of them, is to ferve as a
Touch-ftone: Whatever Opinion they fall in with,
that’s falfe, think I to my felf™, and in this lies the
¢ great Myltery of Free-thinking. To return then,

¢ Thefe Moral Virtues were thought by the Vulgar
to make a beautiful Figure, and were obferv’d to de-
light much in each other’s Company. But ’tis no
wonder, that they who were let into the Secret of
the Intrigue jult now mention’d, and by that means
knew their bafe Original », fhould not be able to dif
cover fuch Charms, either in them, or their Votaries®,
"T'is plain, they were a moft unnatural Brood ; for the
Minute they came into the World, they went to work,
and endeavour’d to deftroy and root out their Parents,
with all other Vices, their Relations, and a numerous
Crowd of Dependants, Tradefinen, Artificers, &5,
that fubfifted entirely upon them; who (as I flatter my
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K P, 32. Efpecially the fierceft, moft refolute, and B+# among them.

I P. 34. It being the Incereft then of the very worlt of them-—==they
dorecdm—mro give, &

m P, 469, & 470. The greatelt Compliment I have made them has been,
Asape vulyns, But as nothing (I fay p. 257.) would more clearly demon-
firate the Falbity of my Notions than that the Generahity of the People
fhould fall in with them, &

® P. 37, The political Offspring, which Flitery begot upon Pride. And
P. 34. It being the Intereft chen of the very worll of themi——they asereed
——t0 give the Name of Virtue.

© Speaking of the Effects an Univerfal Honefly had vpon Men, and the M [~
shiefs they felt from it, be fays, p. 15.

Which now in Silence they, confefs;
By blulhing ar their Uglinefs,

¢ fedt



{ 320)

felf to have demonftrated *) all vanifh’d with their
¢ Tools and linplements, in proportion as People paid
their Court to thefe mifchievous Creatures .

¢ But the Produétion of one of thefe Virtues hav-
¢ ing fome fingular Circumftances attending it, and
fhewing in an extraordinary manner the Politician’s
Genius, 1 can’t but think it will divert Perfons of un-
queftionable good Senfe *, and pleafe Men of any to-
¢ lerable Tafte *, to have a more particular Account
E of it

¢ Man had one ufeful Paffion about him, and ’twas
the only one he had, called Fear; for as to his Anger,
the Society had no manner of Occafion for it He
had another Paffion, cali’d Adager, altogether as ufe-
ful as Fear. The Society had occafion for it when-
ever they wanted to extend their Limits further¥; in
which Cafe "twas the Polizician’s Bufinefs to lay their
Fear, and rdife up Anger in the room of it ¥. Ifany
curious Reader fhould ask, how the Politician got the
Cuftody of thefe Paflions, 1 anfwer once for all, that
he bewitch’d them out of Men, by an Engine he had
¢ contrived on purpofe *; and when he had once got

[ ] -
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B P. 427, 8 428. I flacter my felf to have demonltratedeme——sthat the
moment Evil ceafes, the Society muft be fpoiled, if not tomlly diffolved,

9 P, 14. Firft march’d fome Smiths, .

* P. 467, Such as it is ( The Fable of the Bees) I am fatished that it has
diverted Perfons of unqueftionable -good Senfe. -

£ P, 472, I always though it would pleafe Men of any tolerable Tafte.

tP, 227 & 228. The only ufetul Paffion then that Man is poffefs’d of ro-
ward the Peaceand Quier of a Society, is his Fear ;=——for how ufeful foever
Anger may be to Man, as he is a fingle Crearure by himfelf, yer the So-
<iety has no manner of occafion for it.

u P, 228, The Society may have occafion to extend their Limits further,
The Politician now muft aleer his Meafures; and take off fome of Man’s
Fears. .And p,229. You may foon flir them up ro Anger, and while thac
lait's, they will fight with greater Obftinacy tﬂan any difciplin’d Troops.
And p. 221. Whillt this Fear lafts, no Creatre can fight offenfively, The
moft contrary roit (Fear) is Anzer.

¥ P, 228, The Politician now muft alter his Meafures; agd p. 229. Stir
them up to Anger, ¢,

x P. 29. Making ufe of this bewirching Engine; and p. 37. The Witch-

¢ @ fr of Flarcery. _
2 ¢ them
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¢ them fufe, 'twas eafy to keep them. ’T'was but put-
ting them into little feparate Apartments impercep-
tible to common Eyes; and having a Trap-door to
¢ them all. Se whenever he whiitled, or lified up the
Door, they rofe, and funk again, like the Sprites ina
modern Farce. *Twas Anger then, that carried them
¢ out to Combat, and made them fight with greater
¢ Obftinacy than any difciplin’d Troops?; but as this
¢ was a fudden, flathy, fhort-liv’d Thing, and apt to de-
¢ fert them in time of greatelt Danger, in which Cafe
¢ Fear always feiz’d them again, and made them run
¢ away to a Man?; The Politician, 1 fay, obferving
¢ this, found he had occafion for fomething more ftea-
* dy, conftant and uniform in the room of it. This
¢ was call’d Coxrage. ’Tis no matter, whether there
¢« ever was fuch a thing in Nature®. The Politician
¢ told them there was, that the Generality of them had
¢ ir, or oxght to haveit®. Some of them immediately
¢ took the hint, and {wore, they felt it heaving in their
¢ Breafts<. Thefe the Politician made his Bullies. He
¢ {ent them about to threaten and terrify all the Cow-
¢ ards they met, and to maintin againft all Gainfay~
‘ ers, tha!: they were Men of Courage ¢ | Then he put

!
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¥ P.2z9.

&P, ﬂg. It any thing th?{m; that was unforefeen, & Fear {vizes them
difarms their Anger, and makes them run away to a Md 1.

3 P, 219, Let us examine what Courage confifts in, and whether ic be as
moift People will have it, a real lomeching, &-c.

¥ P, 230. 1f a Politicran fhould tell them, that the Generality of Men had
within them a Principle of Valour diftinét from Anger ‘That thew
wrho had the moft of it were the moft valuable of ther Kind, it is "f"'i'
likely, confidering what has been faid, that moit of them, tho’ they fele no-
thing of this Principle, would fwa:tawr it for T'uthes———ind imagine they
felt it heaving in their Brealtsa  © Ibid.

d P, 231. If bur ene in ten can be perfuaded openly o declare, thar he
15 pollefs’d of this Principle, aad maintain it againtt all Gainfayers, there
wiTl'{uqn be half a Dozen that thall afferc the fame. Whosver has once
owned it is engag'd, the Politician has nothing t do but to take all ima-
g‘mabh: Care to flatrer the Pride of thefe thar brag of and are willi e i

ttand by it
¥ a ﬂni
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¢ 4 fine Gatland of Feathers about their Heads ¢, #nd
¢ told every body, that if they would joyn thefe valiant
¢ Gentlemen, and fwear they felt Courage within them,
¢ they fhould all wear the fame, and if they happen’d
¢ to be knock’d on the Head, for ftanding to their Prin-
¢ ciples (as ’twas likely moft of them would) they
¢ fhould all lie in a huge, commodious, fine, new-fa-
¢ fhion’d Bed, that no body had ever lain in before,
¢ called the Bed of Hononr, and have Dirges fung over
¢ them, as foon as ever they loft their Hearing ".

¢ By the Help of fuch high-founding Words ¢, the
¢ Project took, and it became fo fafhionable, that all
¢ the World fwore they had Courage, and rather than
¢ difcover the Reality of their Hearts ( for they trembled
¢ a11 this while) the poor Creatures fuffer’d themfelves
¢ to be cut to pieces, and would never own, they did
¢ not feel Courage heaving within them ", Thus Cou-
¢ rage firlt came into the World, and whenever there’s
¢ 3 Want of it, the fame Secret to raife ir, which I
¢ firlt found out, and made publick, with a fmall Al-
¢ teration, will raife it again’. Or as I have exprefs’d it
¢ elfewhere, the fame Receipt, to make Courage, will
¢ ferve to make itagain*. And this Secret, as I have
¢ made it publick, 1 leave to all State-Cooks to the
¢ End of the World. ’Tis almoft infalisble, ex pre-
¢ feripto

¢ Befides this fpurious fort, there’s a true genuine;
¢ natural, rational Conrage; this is what I jult now

¢ P, 232. Then put Feathers in their Caps.
€ P, 233. Thefe that were killed, ought to be artfully lamenteds——for
:; 1'."{ Honours o the Dead, will ever be a furefMethod m make Bubblées of
the Living

¢ P 1;1 and 233. TFalk——of the Bed of Honour, and fuch like high-
founding Wm.‘#s“ .

b P, 231. Till ar faft the Fear ifcovering the Reality of hi
.._-..—uazdncs the Fear of Death it felf. ; 2 o H:art

P. 383. The Secrer to raile a Courage, as I have made it

Rﬂmﬂ- R. is almoft infallible. - 1 RIS e

k How artificial Courage is made, The Comtents to the Firff E#mm.
call's
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call’d Anger, and feldom or never appears either in
Man or Beaft, but when ’tis excited by Hunger or
Taftl. As thefe Appetites in Men are very weak, and
eafily fatisfied™; {0 there’s little or no true Courage
among them, except among the Clergy, who are born
¢ with a natura! Tendency, to a great Share of this Cou-
¢ rage, as 1 have prov’d elfewhere "

¢ This was the Manner, after which favage Man was
¢ broke, at leaft it might have been®, for aught you
¢ can prove by auy Witnefles that were prefent upon
¢ that Occation.

o ol .

1 P. 225, The two principal Appetites which difappointed can flir vp
this laft named Paflion ( Anger ) are Hanger and Lay?. . And again, p. 226,
What we call Prowefs or narural Courage in Creatures, is nothing but the
Effeft of Anger, and thac all fierce Animals muft be either very ravenous
or very lufiful, if not both. Ler us now examine what by this Role we
cught " to judge of our own Species,

m P, 226

n P, 165. The Reverend Divinesof all Sefts, even of the moft reformed
Churches in all Countries,take care with the Cyclops Evangeliphoras, Firft,
L't wentri bewe fit; and afterwards, ne guid defit is qne [ub ventre [uwnt.

The Reader perbaps will defire to kmow who this Cyclops Evangeliphorus was,
zhat the Authgr mentions to Englifhmen, as familiarly as be would the Names
of Robin Hood, or Sir John Falflaff. He muff know then that Cannius and
Polyphemus are the two Perfons, in one of Erafmus’s Colloguies. This Poly-
phemus bad the Gﬂfpel in bis Hand, when his Acguaintance met bim; and
Cannius knowing that kis way 2‘" Life was not wvery agreeable to the Precepts
of it, tells him in vidicule, that be [hould not any longer be called Polyphemus,
ke Evangeliophorus, pro Polyphemo dicendus eft Evangeliophorus, as ome
before bad been ¢alled Chriftophorus.  The Colloguy it felf ( becansfe Polyphe-
mus kappens to be the Nome of ome of the Cyclopes ) is entitwled, Cyclops,
Sfiwe Evangeliophorus, Owmr Authors not content with this, tacks them both to-

ethery and calls kim, by a [mall Miftake [zxmafaﬂe enongh in the writing fo
ong @ Word ) Cycleps Evangeliphorus, inflead of Evangeliophorus. Werds
ghat fill the Month very selly and which be [eems to have put together for the
Edification of thofe, who, with the old Fellow in Love makes the Man, uo-

KDUR THE SoUND OF GREEK, 1
© P, 33. This was (or at leaft might have been) the manner after which

_ﬁfﬂzﬂ Man was -bl‘ﬂkc- L

F 2 | SECT.
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s ECT I

HE general Pofition laid down by the Author,

is, that Private Fices are Publick Benefits. The
Truth of this he undertakes to demonftrate in partico-
lar Inftances. But the Vice he has chicfly fixed upon
for this Purpofe, is Laxury, which he endeavours to
prove, is ablolutely neceflary to the Wealth and Hap-
pinefs of a People.

To judge of the Weight of what he has offer'd in
Defence of this, it thould be known firt what is Lx-
xury; for he feems to queftion, whether there really
be fuch a Thing in Nature?. If it conlifts barely in
the Pofleflion or Enjoyment of Abundance, it will be
allowed him, that it is not a publick Difadvantage; but
then ’tis as certain, ’tis not a private Vice, 'Tis ridi-
culous then to fay, that the ornamental Arts would
ceafe, or leflen, by a general Pratice of Virtued. It
is fo far from being true (as he pretends) that »o0 #ew
Houfes wonld be baslt *; that on the cnﬂtrat}' People
might reafonably afford to employ 2 much greater Ex-
pence, both in building and adorning them, as the great
and neceflary Expences, that every Man is now put to,
in providing againlt the Inconveniencies of Roguery,
would be faved by this general Praétice of Virtue.

What greater Immorality is there in the Work of the
fineft Chizel, or the niceft Plane, than in that of an Ax
or a Saw’? Painting and Gilding have no more Difho-
nefly in them, than the Ufe of Dirt or Stones. All
the Fruits of the Earth were defign’d for the Service of
Man, and his Skill and Capacity in the Improvement

P Either every thing is Luxury, or elfe there is none at all., Conre
¥ b L] lf.‘l' ’
the firft Edit, and p. 124. laft Edit. in one Senfes e f
% See the Fable, and kis Remark S, _
. TPo247. 1bid, .

3 af
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of them were given him by Nature, to make his pre-
fent Being eafy and agreeable to him, in every thing,
which does not interfere with the Happine(s of a future
one. Af Fraugality would not employ fo many Hands,
Generofity, ( efpecially when affited by an Elegance of
Tafte) which is equally a Virtue, certainly would.
There is a Latitude, even in Virtues, which leaves room
for all the Conveniencies, that he fuppofes are the Ef-
fefts of the two Extreams of Avarice and Prodigality.
*Tis a trifling and perverfe way of reafoning, to fay,
that a Man's Frugaliey* does not fupply Employments
and a Maintenance to the Poor; and that he does not
fave up Wealth by the Help of his Liberality. To fay,
that the Weight of Iron does not enable it to refift the
Impulfe of other Bodies; nor its Harduefs carry it
downwards, would be full as judicious a Remark. It
is enough, that Qualities would ftill remain very con-
{iltent with Virtue, that would give the fame Life to
the Liberal Arts, and afford equal Encouragement to
Induftry. What fhould make him think, that an Uni-
verfal Frugality muft needs be the Confequence of «
National Virtue, any more than an Univerfal Libera-
lity?

But if Luxury confifts in the Excefs of Eafe and
~ Pleafure, or in the Abufe of Plenty, or in a greater
Expence than is proportion’d to Peoples Circumftances
and Fortunes ( for what is commonly called Lzxury,
includes all thefe) ’tis both 4 privaze Vice, and a pub-
lick Prejudice. Too much Indulgence in Eafe and fen-
fual Pleafure, may indifpofe the Mind for Refleétion,
and the Body for Labour; befides a Train of other
Vices they naturally lead to, A Bed of Down may be
unhealthy, and confequently a piece of Luxury, when

f Parps & 196, "Tis an idle dreaming Virtue that employs np Hands.
one
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one of harder Make, tho’ altogether as coltly, may na#
be fo. For the fame Reafon, rich Sawces may be Lu-
xury, when the fame Expence in aplainer Difh deferves
the Name as little as undrefs’d Roots. Where any
Cruelty is exercis’d, or any unneceflary Pain given to
Animals, in preparing them for Food, ’tis Luxary with
the Addition of a much greater Crime. Thefe feve-
ral forts of Luxury tend to debauch and corrupt a Peo-
ple, and render them unfit for that Labour and Service,
by the Help of which the Wealth of the Society is ac-
quired.

On the other hand, I believe it will be found that
nothing is truly and properly Lzxury, that is confiltent
with a Man’s Health or Fortune, or that is not at-
tended with the Commiffion of fome other Crime, or
the Negle& of fome other Duty.

But when to the Sorts of Luxury mention’d above,
is join’d a greater Expence than Men’s Fortunes will
allow of, the Paverty and Ruin of a Country are the
unavoidable Effeds of it. In this Senfe of the Word,
the Luxury of one Age affefts future ones as certainly
and neceflarily as the Extravagance of a Father makes
the Som poor, or as the Excefs of Expence ome Year
produces a greater Scarcity zhe mexz. 1

But let us examine more particularly whether La-
wifbnefs be, as he reprefents it, a moft beneficial Vice ta
zhe Publick ¥, whether it be the likeliet Method to
make a wealthy Nation formidable to their Neighbours,
aud come up vo the Charaller of the Bees in the Fable, of
which he tells you", he faid that

“ Flatter’d in Peace, and fear’d in Wars,
“ They were th’ Efteem of Foreigners.

> Gombamts 10 b frff Bidiz, WP,y f Edit,
If
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If publick Wealth ‘confifts in the Produ& ot Profits
of a Soil, which are chiefly confumable Commodities,
"tis plain the more there is confumed, the /fi muft re-
main. Suppofe a fall Community, confifting only
of half a dozen Families, the Soil of each Man’s E~
ftate producing fomewhat different from the reft : Sup~
pofe their Commerce confined to themfelves : If one
of thefe Families is more luxurious or expenfive than
the reft, the Property of that Family mull by degrees
be divided among their more frazal Neighbours : And
this from the Nature and Courfe of Trade it felf. *Tis
the fame in any larger Body; only that the larger it is,
the longer Time it will require to bring this about,
But the Effe& in both Cafes is equally certain and in-
evitable. The Progrefs it will take, is eafy to be
fhewn. If one Nation gives into a greater Luxury
than their Neighbours, it muft be by a greater Expence
of zheir own Commodities; in which Cafe the fewer
will remain to purchafe foreigz Commodities with :
Or it muft be by an Expence of foreign Commodities,
which muft be paid for fome way or other; and ’ts
not a Severity of Laws againft the Exportation of
Money, that can prevent their bemg paid for. The
only Effe&ts fuch Laws can have, isto prevent the
Luxury it felf. For as Foreigners would expe& to be
paid for their Goods fome way or other, the Difficulty
of ‘being able to pay for them would naturally make
the Demand for them lef; and confequently reftrain
the Expence and Luxury ‘which occafioned that De-
mand. DBut if ever a national Luxury could artive to
that Height, as to make People defpife thofe Dangers,
and the Laws themfelves prove ineffeétual, they -muit
by degrees part ‘with ‘their Money (as being eafily-ex-
-ported) and afterwards’with the reft of-their‘Property
‘to ‘pay for thofe Commodiries thatfupply their Luxury.
‘Not-only the Produce of their*Suil, but the very Pro-

- perty



(40)

perty of their Soil, for want of exportable Commoadi-<
ties, muit in Time be given in Exchange to fuch (if
there be any fuch) as will contmue to fupply them
with Goods. I don’t mean by this, that ’tis probable,
or even poffible, that fuch a Cafe fhould happen; be-
canfe "tis smpoffible a People fhould ever indulge their
Luxury fo far. The Poverty and Extremity they would
fee themielves reduced to, would natfirally make them
alter their Conduét, and grow frugal, long before their
Luxury would reach this Height. But ’tis a Demon-
ttration, that as far as their Luxury extended, jult fo far
it would impoverifh them, and by the Steps and Me-
thods defcribed above. DBefore a National Luxury was
grown to fuch an Excefs, a Government would find
themfelves under an abfolute Neceflity, by the ftriSteft
Care and moft fevere Penalties, not only to forbid
the Exportation of their Coin, but the lmportation of
any Goods whatever; that is, they mult forbid all fo-
reign Trade, and oblige the People to live upon the
Produce of their own Soil; and fuch Laws would
uuly and properly be deemed fumptuary Laws. Or
rather the Neceffities People would find themfelves re-
duced to, would put them upon thefe Meafures with-
out the Interpofition of their Governors.

Conlider this in another Light. *T'is a received Max-
im in every trading Country, that the Imports muft
never exceed the Exports; and that when they do, their
Trade is prejudicial to them. Why is it prejudicial ?
or how does it appear to be fo ? Becaufe fuch Exceed-
ings of lmports are a Demonftration that the People of
that Country {fpend more than the Produ& or Profits of
their own Soil: That is, they are Extravagant and
Luxurious. They muft part with a Share of their Mo-
ney, to balance Accounts with their correfponding
T'raders ; for balanced they muft be fome way or o-
ther. Every Year this Trade continues, fo much the

poorer
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poorer they grow by it, and fo much the lefs Money
or Property remains among them.

What I have hitherto faid, goes upon a Suppofition,
that the Wealth of a People confilts in the Produce
or Profits of their Soil. ' If the Duzch are brought as
an Inftance to prove the contraty, the Land there (if
the Author fays true) being not emough to feed the tenth
Part of the Inbabitants *, 1 anfwer, that the Au-
thor when he fays this, forgets the Land of
their foreign Settlements, which certainly ought to be
confider’d as a Part of their Soil. *Tis chiefly with
the Produce of thofe Settlements, that the Dazch pur-
chafe the Provifions of other Countries. Ior other-
wife “tis not to be imagined they could be weak enough
to leave fo much of their litrle Home-Soil uncalti-
vated’. And again, as they make a great Advantage
from their Fithery, thofe Parts of the Sea where they
have a Right of Fifhery, are propetly a Part of their
Soil. The Wealth of Holland then muft confilt in the
Produce of their own Soil ; or, which is the {fame thing,
in the Workmantkip of Materials grown in other
Countries, which muft be had by the Exchange of
(Goods of their own Growth for them:! And it makes
no Difference in the prefent Account, whether the
Wealth of a Country arifes from the Extent and #ata-
ral Richnefls of its own Soil, or from the artificial Ad-

vantages that are made of ir, by the Skill, Induftry,
and Frugality of the Inhabitants.

—

X P, 203. N, B. What the Author fays here of the Scarcity of Land
and the Richnefs of every Inch of it; is exprelly athirmed of the Comntry of
the Datchs or the feven Provinces, Bur it happens to be more for his
Purpofe two Pages after to contradiét this, and confine what be faid to
the Province of Hulland only. In that particular Province, though they
are very rich, they are obliged te be very frugal, becaufe they want Land
but in two other Provinces, though poorer than the firfl, they are lefs fingy
and maore hofpirable. His View in all this is to acquaint Engliftmen, that
though they are never fo poor, they may be as Luxurious as chey pleafe, be-
gaufe there 1sa grear deal of Ground here,

¥ P, 205, Abundance of Ground lies wafle,

G Tis
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*Tis to this Fragality and Virtue of their Anceflors
(though Frugality indeed is the chief Virtue they have
hitherto been famous for) zhat the Dutch may very rea-
fonably, and always will afcribe zheir prefent Grandenr .
What aukward Pains does he take to prevent any pub-
lick Happinefs being afcrib’d to moral Virtues? ’Tis

owing, fays he, zo zheir political W ifdom i i poftponing eve-
ry Thing to Merchandize and Navigation, the unlimited
Liberty of Confcience, &c.*. Be it o ; but could thefe
have made them rich, if their Frugalizy had not enabled
them to malke the moft of thofe Advantages, by keep-
ing that Wealth among themfelves which this Conduét:
of theirs had brought them in? Could they have con-
tinued to be rich, if their Lzx#ry had confumed this
Wealth fafter than their T'rade brought it in ? andif not,
would their unlimited Libertv of Confcience have paid
the Balance of their Accounts ? If he knew what the
Words national Luxury or national Fragality meant, the
Truth of this would be Self-evident. By the ﬁrﬂ as
oppofed to the laft, is meanta People’s {pending more
than their Income; in which Cafe Zrade is fo far from
making them amends, that ’tis the very Misfortune they
labour under. Trade is the very Means to fupply their
Luxury, without which they could wez fpend more than
their Income.

As to theirunlimited Liberty of Confcience, our Dif-
fenters here would not thank him for his Care of them,
if he propofed the Duzeh Liberty of Confcience as a
Pattern for our Government to imitate ; though fome
of them differ much lefs from the eftablifhed Opinions
of their Country, than the nearelt of oursdo fromthofe
of the national Church. If we were to take a View
even of their Civil Liberties, whatever unaccountable
Humour may prevail among a particular Set of Men

N

P 200, 3P 201, 202.
here
2
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here, to extol the Freedom of a Dutch Gﬂvernment,
the Subje&s of England have a Right to fuch invaluable
Privileges from the Excellency of their Conftitation,
that till they have loft all Senfe of Virtue and Courage
among them, and bafely give up their own Liberties,
they will find no Reafon to enyy Hm’.’amd the Enjoy-
ment of theirs®. :

He fays the Dutch never were noted for Frugality be-
fore Philip 1. of Spain began to tyranuize over them.
No, nor were they ever noted for Wem’fﬁ till then, nor
till fome Time after, They chofe. rather 1o dye in Arins,
than perifb by cruel Exccutioners ; and in that uieqnal
Serife (fuch was their Fortitude and Refolution ) they wmatn-
tained againft the greateft and belt difciplined Nation in
Europe (and yet he will tell us by and by, that this
greatelt and beft difciplin®d Nation had been ilnpﬂjfefiﬂlr_
ed and weakened by 200 much Money ©, a hundred Year
before this) zhe moff tedions and bloody War that is to be
et with in antient or modern fz'y?ﬂrv 4 L 15 Naf ﬂrange
he fhould endeavour to magnify the Valour of his (,{}un-
trymen, which undoubtedly exerteditfelf in a very emi-
nent manner, in endeavouring to getrid of fo cruel g
Slavery ; and yet Sit Hilliam Temple, who was never
fufpe&ted of Prejudice again(t them, thinks their Brave.
ry and Condu& were not {0 much owing to @ Love
for their Liberties, as t0 an inviucible FHatred to the
Spanith Nation ; which appeared afterwards by an earue/?
awnd [olemn Offer of themfelves to the Dominion of
England and France. And fuch was the implacable Spi~ -
rit by which they weregoverned, that when their Affairs
grew defperate, he {ays, they were ouce certainly upon the
Counfel of burning their great Towns, wafting and de-

o -

®In Holland Men ave capitally punifhed without publick Trial, Free
Thaughts, p. 333 FR.Ri15. d P, 202,

& 2 [flroying
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firoying what they conld of their own Country, and going
to [eck [ome new Seats iz the Indies . And ’tis a known
Obfervation that had been made of them before, that 4®
no Nation under the Sun bated the Name of Slavery
more, yet if they were managed with Difcretion, no Na-
tion would bear it more patiently.

But let the Motive they aéted upon be what it would,
was it their own Valour that did all thofe Feats ¢ How
willing he is to conceal all Senfe of Obligation, which
fo generous and grateful a People might be thought to
lie under to their Benefa&tors ? But if it would not of-
fend him too much, it would be eafy to fhew, from
their own Accountsf, to whofe Affiltance and Protec-
tion all their Succefs was owing; who it was that rai=
ed them from the poor and diftreft Condition they were
in, to the bigh and mighty Dignity they have aflumed fince ;
who it was that nurfed up their little fickly State, and
preferved them under that irregular Form of Govern-
ment they were forced to take up with, that patched
vp, worflt conftitated Commontsealth that is ta be et
with in antient or modern Hiftory,

Rather than to become a Vilim to the Spanifh Faury,
they were contented to live upon a third Part of their Re-
vennes, and lay out far the greateft Part of their Income
in defending themfelves againft their mercile(s Enemies.
Thefe Hardfbips and Calamities of a War within their
Bowels, firft put them upon that extraordinary Frugality,
and the Continnance under the [ame Difficalties for above .
four[core Years, conld mot but render it cuftomary and ba-
Litnal to them . So it feems at lait the grand Secret
of their Wealth is difcover’d. *Twas their Frugali-
zy that made them fo rich; and in Return for it, Ill

e Sir William Temple’s Obfervations upon the United Provinces, Fol. Edit.
Frete P2k
fSee Grotins's Annals &P 203,

acquaint
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acquaint him with another Truth altogether as certain
and apparent. By the Luxury they have lately run into,
their Wealth is greatly funk, their Publick overrun with
Debts, their naval Force and Navigation much weak-
en’d and leffen’d; and if they make a proportionable
Progrefs inanother Age, they will be reduced to a Con.
dition not much better than they were taken from.

The Nation I [peak of was mever in greater Streights,
aor their Affairs in a more difinal Poftare fince they were
@ Republick, than in the Year 1671, and the beginning of
1672. What we know of their Oecomomy and Conflitu-
tion with any Certainty, bas been chiefly owing 10 Sir
William Temple, wbofe Obfervations npon their Man-
wers and Government, it is evident from [everal Paflages
i bis Memoirs, were made about that Time ®. Then fol-
lows his Obfervation upon what he has been reading. The
Dutch indeed were THEN very frugal, Was thereever fo
injudicious 2 Remark 2 In what a perverfe manner muft
he have read the Author he quotes? In the very fame
Paragraph in which Sit William Temple tells him, that
his Obfervations were made about that T'ime, he afcribes
the Decay of their Wealth to the Laxzry he had for
feveral Years obferved to be growing among them.

He begins it with taking Notice of the Enlargement
of the City of Amflerdam, the new Buildings whereof
he fays, © Are of fo much greater Beauty and Colft
¢ than the old, that it muft have employed a vaft Pro-
¢ portion of that Stock which in this City was before
¢ wholly turned to Trade.” He goes on, ¢ Befides,
¢ there feems to have been growing on for thefe later
¢ Years a greater Vie of Luxury and Expence among
* many of the Merchants of that Town, than was ever
¢ formerly known ; which was obferved and complain-

i

b P, 206, and zaj,
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ed of, as well as the Enlargement of their City, by
fome of the wifeft of their Minifters, while I refided
among them, who defigned fome Regulations by
Sumptuary Laws ; as knowing the very Foundations
of their, Trade would foon be undermined, if the ha-
¢ bitual Induftry, Parfimony, and Simplicity of their
¢ People came to be overrun by Luxury, Idlenefs, and
¢ Excefs. -However it happened, 1 found it agreed by
¢ all the moft diligent and circumfpeét Enquiries I couid
¢ make, that in the Years 6y and yo, there was hardly
¢ any foreign Trade among them, befides that of the
¢ Indies, &5c.

There goes a Story of a remarkable Entertainment,
that a Burgho-mafter of dmflerdam made about thefame
time to the fix and thirty Magiltrates and their ‘Wives.
The firft Courfe confifted of Butter-milk, Stock-fifh,
red Herrings, &’ Upon theremoval of it, the Guelts
found underneath Papers of Verfes, to let them know,
that by fuch a Way of living they acquired their Wealth
and enlarged their City. The fecond Courfe confified
of plain Butchers Meat, with Inftructions at the end of
it in the dame manner, to tell them, that even by that
fober Way, of living they might preferve what they had
got. The third confilted of all the Rarities that Luxury
could furnjil out; the Papers left for them were to fhew
them the manner of Life they were got into, as what
impaired their Healths and walted their Eftates. - After
this followed a Defert of the choicelt Fruits and Sweet-
meats piled up in Pyramids. The whole Entertainment
concluded with a Mafgue; the Advice put into their
Hands at parting was, that if they did not abate of their
Extravagance, and quit all fuch Buffoonries and auk.
ward Imitations of the Cuftoms of other Countries,
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that their natural Genius rendred them unfit for, and
‘returnto the Simplicity of their Anceftorsand Founderss
their Commonwealth could not laft ¥, - L%

The Author of zhe Fable goes on for feveral Pages to
account for this extraordinary Frzgalizy that has been ob-
ferved among them. But what Parpofe does all thistend
to? Ifit was their Frugalizy that made them rich,of whag
Confequence is it, whether Choice or Neceffity put
them firlt upon pracifing Frugality ? But becaufe Fra-
gality is commonly accounted a Virtue, he is loth to
leave his Countrymen under {o heavy an Imputation,
and therefore labours to prove that they are not frugal
out of Priuciple'. And again ™, that zheir Frugality’
flows not fo much from their Averfion: to Vice, as from
Neceffity.Who was ever weak enough to charge the Duz¢ch
with. Inftances of Virtue from any other Motive than
Neceflity, that is, Interelt? *T'is the grand Principle the
Rulers of all Kingdoms go by; and if there were any
Exceptions to it, he need not be in' fo much Pain for
his Countrymen: No Body would go to Holland to
look for Proofs of a generous and difinterefted Regard
to Virtue and Honelly. But furely it makes ftronger
againft him, that Societies {hould find their prefenz Ac-
count in being virtuous, that ’tis their [utere/Z to be fo,
than that the Pradlice of Virtue thould flow from any
religions or moral Principle. Liet us fee how this Tal-
1y’s with the grand Defign of his Book. ke wife Ra-
lers ® iz Holland promote Virtue and Frugality among
their Subjecls, becanfe it is, gemerally [peaking, their Is-
zereft °.  And again ¥, It 15 their Interefl to be frugal and
Jpend little.  And yet private Vices are publick Benefits

k See a Defrription of the United Netherlands by an Englifh Gentleman
p. 71. from thefe Words, The old fevere and frugal Way of living isnow alnofé
guite ont of Date rr Hollahd, .

1 P, 206, m P. 207, 8P oy °P, 208,
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every where 9, and Luxury is his favourite Vice, by
which be illuftrates the T'ruth of this general Affertion.
For Fragality is like Honefly, a mean, [tarving Virtue,
that is only fit for fmall Societies of good peaceable Men,
who are contentedto be poor, [o they may be eafy *. Which
will he give up ? the Wifdom of his Country, or the
Truth of his own Principle?

What led me chiefly to the mention of Holland was
to fhew, firlt, That the Soil of the Country there, as
well as elfewhere, (let the Author fuppofe it bears ne-
ver fo fmall a Proportion to the neceffary Food of the
I1nhabitants ,) is the real Source of their Wealth ; it be-
ing the produce of the Soil managed and worked up
for Exportation, and the Returns from thence, whether
for home Confumption or further Exportation, that
the Wealih of Helland confifts in; and from thence to
fhew, 2%, That if through the Luxury of the Inhabi-
tants they fhould confume the I'ruits of their Soil and
the Returns of them in a greater Proportion than their
Income and Gain amount to, it will neceflarily make
them poor, as the fame Condué& would a private Fa-
mily. The Author may take Refuge in his fond Con-
ceit, and fancy himfelf as fecure in it as he pleafes, that
the Cafe of Hulland differs from all the World befides,
and that their particular Neceffizzes obliged them to be
frugal '. But’twas the moft unhappy Reafon he could
have given for their Conduét, with Regard to his own
Scheme. For if the Necefiities and Poverty of the
Duteh made the Pradtice of Frugality their Tmtereft ®
and that the keeping vp to that Policy, has raifed them
from Poverty, to the State of Wealth and Grandeur
they now enjoy; why is it not as much the Intereflt of

9TheTitle Page, T P, 107, 1P, 203 {From p. 203 to 209,
6 I, 204, 208, -

Ehﬂfﬂ-



(49 )
thofe Kingdoms to do fo, who have none of thofe
Wants to provide againft? If the Dautch in their prefent
Condition are oblig’d to be more frugal than their Neigh-
bours, from the vaft Expence they are at in Repairing
their Dykes, the Weight of other Taxes, and the Scan-
tinefs of their Dominions ; would not the fame Fruga«
lity in their Neighbours, who have a greater Extent of
Land, and no fuch Demands of Expence, keep them
4n a Condition fill proportionably abeve them, and
continue them (till proportionably richer ? To make
this yet plainer from the Cafe of a private Man. Sup-
pofe a Man has a numerous Family, and but a finall
Spot of Ground to maintain them ; though he is oblig=
ed to beftow a great Part of his Time and Labour in
fencing the Ground againft the Encroachment of the
Sea, or in fheltring himfelf againft the Plunder and Op-
preflion of his richer and more powerful Neighbours 3
if, notwithftanding thefe Difadvantages, he lives upon a
third Part of his little Revenue, ’tis poffible that in
length of Time he may grow a Match for them; but
if his Neighbours who had a better Eftate, and no fuch
Inconveniencies to provide againft, had in Proportion
lived as frugally as he, ’tis impoffible but they muit have
preferved themfelves in the fame Degree of Diftance a-
bove him. Ay, but (fays our Author) all their Ares of
faving, and pexurious Way of Living, conld never have
enabled them to make Head againft [o potent an Enemy,
sf their Induftry in promoting their Fifbery and Naviga-
tion in general, had wot kelped to fupport the matural
Wawnts and Difadvantages they laboured ander *. °Tis
very true. In the fame manner, the poor Man would
not have grown rich fo foon from the Produé& of his
little Spot of Ground, or have been able to make Head
againft bis potent Enemses, if his Situation had not pro-

Y
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cured him as inuch Fifh as he wanted to {upply his nataral
want of Beef and Mutton. For as the Author very
well obferves, a Dutchman won't (tarve for want of
Fleth Meat, where there is Plenty of pickled Herrings.
But how does this prove againft the Ufefulnefs of Fra-
gality? Would not Frugality @till affift them in growing
rich, as much as if they had had no fuch Acceflion of
Wealth? Frugality has the fame Ufe, and will have the
{fame Effeéts, in all Circomilances and Degrees of
Wealth. ’T'was the Intereft of Holland 2o be frugal and
fpend liztle ¥, but ’tis the Intereft of England to be lavifh
and fpend a great deal > 'Why fo ? Becaufe Frugality
is fo whimfical a Virtue, that it always makes a poor
Country rich, and a rich Country poor *.

But, fays the Author, private Families grow rich by
the very oppofite Method to that which enriches a So-
ciety.  Though Luxury is beneficial to the Society, ye?
it is undeniably the wifeft Courfe for every Perfon in the
Society,and for every private Family to be frugal *. Luxu-
ty will enrich the whole, and make ewvery Parz poor:
The great Courage of the Exglifh is owing to their eat-
ing of Beef, but the eating of Beef makes every indivi-
dual Englifiimarn a Coward ; which no Body can Difpute
the Truth of, if Bleffings are prejudicial <, and a People
grow beggarly by toe much Money ¢ 5 if

When every Part is full of Vice,
The whole Mafi be a Paradife. ©.

The grand Maxim upon which this Treatife of
Luxury is founded , is, that Confumption breeds
Riches; that Wealth is a kind of Hydra’s Head, the

e
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more you endeavour to deftroy it, the more it grows upon
you. Now had this Author chanced to have lived at the
Time when his Country was in the greateft Diltrefs, what
Time and Labour might not he have faved his Coun-
trymen, by inftruing them in this new Method of
growing rich? What a happy Change would they have
found, as foon as they had banithed their idle, dreaming
Virtue of Frugality*? They thought indeed that Fruga-
lity was a éufy Virtue ; that the fame Difpofition of® -
Mind that made Men frugal, would make them dili-
gent and laborious ; and accordingly fome Way or o-
ther they certainly contrived to join Frugality and In-
duftry together. DBut this Author would have made it
plain to them, that Frugality was like Hounefly, a mean,
fRarving Virtue, that *twas fit only for fmall Societies of
good peaceable Men, who were contented to be poor, bus
that in alarge ftirring Nation *twas {tark naught 8. That
Holland is a ftirring Nation, [ prefume, is not to be de-
nied : And that it has all the Conveniencies of alarge
Country, we are told elfewhere * ; and!I never heard it
was fo crowded with good and peaceable Men, that the
Country in general were contented to be poor,fo any Way
could be thoughr of for their growing rich ; zbeir politi-
cal Wifdom,as he fays, having been feen iz poftponing eve-
ry thing to Merchandize and Navigation'. And there-
fore, notwith{tanding what he fays elfewhere, that it
was their Intereft ¥ to be frugal and [pend little, 1 can’t
fee but this was a proper Place enough for him to offer
his Projeét. ’Tis fo pretty and pleafanta Way to grow
rich, that all the World mult be prejudiced in favour of
it beforehand. If he offered it any where now, it could
not fail of Encouragement, provided he can but demon-

FP. 105 and 106, ¢ P. 1o5. b P. 201. The Darch may
alcribe their prefent Grandenrs 8c. Ibid, So confiderabie among the principal
Fowers of Barope, 1 P,201 and 202, K P, 204,
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firate it would have this Effe&, The Name of Colum-
bus will never be mentioned more, nor zhe Philofopher’s
Stone ever dreamt of again ; all will be loft in zbe Fa-
ble of the Bees, as long as that Kingdom rowls in Pro-
digality and Treafure. Ewngland by the meer Strength
of its own Genius feems to have found out the Secret
already; for if Vice in general, and Luxury in particu-
lar, be the Road to Wealth, we bid fair for growing
prodigioufly rich.

That Honefty is a mean, ffarving Quality !, I own,
to do him Juftice, is not the greatelt Paradox in his
Book; Icould help him to the Name of a great Man
or two that feem to have as mean an Opinion of it as
he can have, and don’t care for farvisg in a plentiful
Country. To return.

As to the Inftance of Spain or Portagal, the fame
Woay of reafoning will hold, if Money be confidered
as any osker Commodity, which in thefe Places it ought
to be, becaufe it is the Growth of the Soil that belongs
to them. If the yearly Expence in either of thofe Coun-
t1i:s exceeds the yearly Growth and Profit of their Soil,
what has been faid before mult have the fame Effeét
here. Thefe Countries, as long as they negle& their o-
ther Commodities, and rely wholly upon their Money,
are under a2 more particular Neceflity of being frugal
than others ; for as Money is not eafily worn out or
deftroyed, their conftant Importation of freth Quanti-
ties of it into the trading World, does conftantly lef
fen the Value of it : For as the Quantity of it encreafes,
ft will purchafe the fewer of other Commodities from
their Neighbours, or (which is the fame Thing) the
Commodities they import will always grow in Value.
For the Value of any Thing is the comparative Worth

o= s ; . R B — "
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of it to Money, as the Value of Money is rated by the
Scarcity or Plenty of it. *Tis in this Senfe only true
then, that the Difcovery of their Mines has impover-
- ifhed Spain ; that is, they have over-rated their Money,
and lived beyond the Income of it. For Money is no
otherwife a Part of Wealth, than as, by the Confent
of Mankind, it is endued with a Capacity of purchaf-
ing the Neceflaries, Conveniencies, and Ornaments of
Life. Thefe were fupplied to the Spamiards formerly
(as in other Countries now) by the Fruits of their own
Soil, improved by the Liabour and Skill of their People ;
and fupplied to them in a greater Proportion than their
Money can purchafe for them now. But as feon as that
Ocean of Treafure came rowling in upon them,the Author
fays, ¢ took away their Senfes, and their fﬁd’ﬂﬂry forfook
them. The Farmer left bis Plough, the Mechanick his
Tools, the Merchant bis Compting-Honfe, and every Bo-
dy [corning to work, took bis Pleafure and turned Gentle-
man ™ And again, They fit with their Arms acrofs,
and wait every Year with Impatience and Auxiety, the
Arrival of their Revenues from Abroad, to pay others for
what they bave fpent already ™. 'That is,in plain Terms,
they have been extravagant and luxurious ; for if they
had not encreafed their Expences, or abated of their
ufual Labour and Induftry, more than in Proportion
to this Increafe of their Treafure, it is impoffible the
Importation of Money among them could have hurt
them. Ay, but fays the Author, befides that, from a
rich People they are become a beggarly ° one ; from g
knowing ©, acute, diligent and laborions, they are become
a flows, idle, and proud People 3. Why all thefe are
the true, genuine, and natural Effeéts of Luxury. Too
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much Induigence in Eafe and Pleafure weakens the I'a-
culties of the Mind ; and if it was not for fear of the
Author’s Cenfure and cleanly Ridicule ', one might
fay, emervates a People, both with Regard to their Bo-
dies and Minds, belides many other Vices they natu-
rally lead too. The Author has a moft perverfe In-
clination to fhift the Names and Definitions of Things,
when he is giving an Account of the Plenty of Money
in Spain (which is certainly Wealth as far as it goes.)
He fhews you the Effeéts of Luxury: When he is to
give a Definition (as he calls it) of Luxury, as if he
were at crofs Purpofes, he gives a very true Account
of Wealth *; for every Thing that is not immediately ne-
ceffary to make Man [ubfift, as be is a lLiving Creature,
becomes a Part of his #ealth. 'When any Man or any
Society of Men have a greater Share of thefe than o-
ther People, they are comparatively »sch. There mult
be an Abufe of thefe, or an Enjoyment of them be-
yond People’s Circumftances to make them Luxury.
T'hefe have both concurred in the Cafe of Spain, and
they have produced the natural Effe@s of Luxury, they
have made a knowing, rich, acute, diligent and laborious,
become a flow, idle, proud and beggarly People.

Our Author’s Talent at Definition is every where re-
markable. [ have met with a learned Writer not alto-
gether unlike him, that has a ftrange Fancy to make his
Definitions look like Riddles. What’s that, fays he,
which confifts in a varions Difpofition of Images received
before? Why, a retailing Printfeller’s Shop as likely as
any Thing, or a Sign-Painter’s or a Statuary’s Yard ;
or—— Hold, fays the Author, you fhould have
known without my telling you, that by Ilmages, I

o

o

&

eridtnels it ought) that is not immediately neceﬁ“azy, ore, T (M

meant



[ %5 )

meant Images in the Mind. Guefs again. With this
fref Inftruétion, and after fome Doubt and Perplexity
whether any thing at all was meant by it, you would
guefs, perhaps, ‘twas the Mewmory, or rather an Endea-
vour to recolleét a particular Thing that was forgot.
Bite again, fays the Author, ’tis a Definition of Think-
ing in general. Of Thinking, Sir? Why how did thefe
linages that were received before there was any wvarious
Difpofition of them get into the Mind at firft ? Were
they received without Thought? No, perhaps not:
There lyes the Riddle; Thought without Thinking, that
is, "twas a lucky Thought that put People firft upon
Thinking, as it was an Awe of their Rulers that firlt
brought them into a State of Govermmesz. No doubt
but you will immediately fee your Error, and be ready
to own there required a very warious Difpofition of a
great many Images received before, to furnifth out fo ac-
curate a Definition. Again, whatis that in which there
appears an Aptitude of the Spirits, by which they nimbly
turn to, and dexteronfly difpofe the Images that may [erve
onr Purpofe? *Tis my Farce of Dr. Fanflus, fays Mr.
Rich, or a Puppet-Shew. Not fo quick, good Mr.
Rich. Sir,.it has no more relation to any modern Pro-
duétion of the Stage, than it has to the Converfation
in a Mafquerade, or than Zhimking has to an Opera.
Why, Sir, ’tis a Definition of #7z; and there’s a great
deal of Wit in the Definition too. The Thing points
out itfelf. DBut fays the critical Reader, you have only
attempted to define the Caufe inftead of the Effe&t. A
bare Aptitude of the Spirits can’t be #7z, but accord-
ing to you, muft produce what we call #74z ; unlefs 2
Man can be faid to have hit the Mark, who has only
his Bow ready bent for Shooting. Again, your Defi-
nitions look more like an Account of fome Machine,
than of the Faculties of a human Scul. Machine, Sir,
why what d’ye take Men to be ? Meer Machines, take my

Word
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Word for it ; and thofe not of the cleverelt fort nei-
ther. There are feveral Brutes of a much nobler Make,
as a judicious Friend of mine has proved in a Dialogue
between a Merchant and a Liyon f, particularly by one
‘Argument, that he may challenge all haughty Moralifis,
and other Advocates for the Dignity of their [ablime Spe-
cies ' to anfwer.

Thefe two Definitions of Wiz and Thinking may be
feen in p. 164, and 129, and 130. of a4 Treatife of the
Hypochowdriack Paffions, by B. de Mandeville, M. D.

I beg Pardon for this Digreflion, intended to fhew
the Similitade of Genius and Manner in thefe two
Whriters. But to return.

That the Condition Spain is reduced to, is owing on-
ly to Laxnry, will appear yet plainer from the Author
he quotes. A Man (fays he) would be laughed ar by
moft People, who [bould maintain that too much Money
contld unde & Natson . Dut this, from his ufual Inclina-
tion to Paradox, he is refolved to maintain; and to a-
void the Laugh, brings in a grave Spawiard, who is to
difcountenance all Inclination to Merriment. e
learned Don Diego Saavedra afiribes the Ruin of his
Country to too much Money.

Saavedra writ a Piece call’d, The Royal Politician, it
contains a hundred Emblems, by which he introduces
his political Maxims. As that whole Paragraph in the
Fable of the Bees * is borrowed from him, it will help
us to difcover what it is the Author refers to; for the
Expreflion of too mach Money is no where in the Book,

— T e O T R S P S = & .

T Bee the Fable of the Bees, from p. 191, to p. 196.

*P.192. Leo loguitnr, as 1o the Excellency of either Species, the Value
of Things among you has ever increafed with the Scarcity of them, and to
2 Million of 'Men there’s hardly one Lyon. Thus fpoke the Lyon,
and the Merchant (emable to confute him) fainted away, p. 156, The Readéy
may compare thys with p, 29. of the Fable,
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nor any thing equivalent to it. 'What he means is in
the 60" Emblem. The Motto to it is Ferro & Auro,
to thew how ufelefs the former is without a fufficient
Quantity of the latter. The whole Defign of the Em-
blem is to point out the Milchiefs of Luxury, and the
Neceflity of Wealth. After having mentioned the In-
conveniencies of Prodigality and Extravagance with
Regard to the publick Treafure, he fays, Spain had had
long fince the univerfal Empire of the World, if it had
been lefs extravagant in War, and more regular and
methodical in Peace: but through’a certain Negligence,
the ufual Effe€t of Grandeur, it has fuffered thofe
Riches, which fhould have rendred it invincible, to be
made Ufe of by other Nations?: that the chief Wealth
and Riches of Nations are the Fruits of the Earth #;
that thefe had formerly broughta valt Wealth to Spain;
that the Difcovery of their Mines had made them neg-
le this Source of their Wealth, and introduced a ge-
neral Luxury among them; that when Columbus re-
turned firlt laden with Gold, the People flock’d to the
Shore to admire thefe precious Produéts of the Earth;
that this great Plenty of them foon perverted all Things ;

the Husbandman f{oon leaves his Plough, gets into his
embroidered Silks, and begins to be more curious of his
tawny, funburnt Hands ; the Merchant fteps from his
Counter into his Sedan, and lolls it lazily about the
Streets ; Workmen difdain their Tools,and all forfooth
muft now turn Gentlemen *. That this new Treafure
was not an Equivalent for the Lofs of their former,
which was idly f{quandred away by depending too much
upon the new, Ez divitiarum expeltatio inter canfas pan-
pertatis publice erat ®. "That thisdid notohly impoverifh,
“but enervate them; it funk their Valour as well as their

¥ P, 156, Vol, 2. tranflated by Sir Fames Aftry, pnn:ed in 1700,
Rt 0 L iPIﬂJﬂndlfﬁrI b Tac. Ann.
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- Wealth <, for Luxu vires corrnmpebantur % That the
only cure for thefe Evils is to grow frugal ; for that
Frugality 15 the beft Revenne °.  "T'hat to bring this about
a Princefhould firft regulate the Expences of hisown Fa-
mily, without which he can never reform thofe of his
People .

There is more to the fame Purpofe in the 68" Em~
blem. Speaking of the Luxury in Spain, that drained
them of their Iudian Wealth, he refers to Zacitus for an
Expreflion of Ziberins complaining of the Extravagance
of the Roman Ladies in Pearls and Jewels, Quid? La-
pidum canfa pecunie nofire ad bofliles gentes transferun-
tur 8. Again, in the 71% Emblem , to prove the mif-
chievous Effeéts of Luxury upon the Temper and Cou-
rage of a People, he fays, the Temples of Minerva,
Mars, and Hercules (Deities glorious for their Virtue)
were built to fhew Labour and Induftry, not Luxury
and Eafe ®, 'That no Prince ever enlarged his Territo-
ries by Effeminacy, Luxury and Eafe ', and that the
Virtue and ardent Courage of Anceftors is fully extin-
guifhed in their Pofterity by Luxury and Voluptuouf-
nefs *. That Citizens who carelefly give themfelves up
to Pleafure and Luxury are their greatelt Enemies. That
fuch Idlenefs plots againft the Laws and Government,
and is nourithed by Vice, from whence proceed all the
internal and external Misfortunes of States' Afier
this one would wonder that the learned Don Dicgo Saa-
vedra fhould be quoted in a T'reatife writ to prove the
Ufefulnefs of Vice; and in that particular Remark

which is intended to fhew the Mifchiefs of Fru-
gality ™,
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It is not then their Aaving too much Money, buttheir
fpending it, that Saavedra finds Fault with.
But though the want of that Induftry and Frugality

that Spaiz had formerly in common with other Nati-
ons, has impoverithed their Country, by draining them

“fo falt and conftantly of their Money, which they give:

in Exchange for thofe Commodities (thofe Conveni-
encies and Ornaments of Life) which their Skill and
Liabour formerly drew from their own Soil ; yet it
can’t be the Intereft of Spaiz to prevent entirely the
Exportation of their Coin. Foras it is the Growth
of the Soil that belongs to them, which conltantly brings
themin vaft Supplies of it,their Money in Time would
grow to be of no other Ufe to them, than ’tis in a pri-
vate Family, where ’tis always hoarded up in Coffers,
or at belt worked upto Houfhold Furniture. Money
has no other worth in it, than asit is endued with a Pro-
perty, by general Confent, to purchafe other Commo-
dities with. Spasz then muft always Trade with their
Money.

From hence it appears, that Luxury, and Extrava-
gance , and not zeo much Money, have impoverifhed
Spain. This vaft Acceffion of Treafure has had the
fame Effe&t upon Spaix, that a Bequeft of an' Eftate
in Land may have on a private Man, who is' in Pof-
feflion of a flourithing Trade. 1f he grows idle
upon it, and leaves off his Bufinefs, it is very pofiible
he may find this Eftate won’t bring him in as' large an
Income as his 1'rade did before; but if he keeps on-
his Bufinefs, or abates only a little'of his ufual Gare and:
Trouble, it can’t be thought but he is' the richer for
this- Eftate, and may" afford to live better than- his
Neighbour who has' the fame: Trade, but has had no’
fuch good Fortune happén to him. For thefame Reas
fon‘exally, the People of Spaiz will always have‘itin
their Power to be the richeft People-in the Weorld; if

12 they



( 60)

they will condefeend to make the fame Advantages of
their Soil, that other Countries do: Becaufe, befides
thofe Advantages of their own Soil, they have fucha
Fund of Treafure, as will purchafe for them the ut-
moft Elegancies, that the Soil of the whole World can
procure for them. They need not be obliged to the
fame Induftry and Frugality that other Countries are, to
make them as rich as their Neighbours, though Luxury
or too much Expence will infallibly make them
poor.

Some Men have look’d upon Laws againft the Ex-
portation of Money as weak and impolitick in any
Country. But this is a very great Miftake. For when
there is any Call for the Exportation of Money from a
Country where they have none of it of their own
Growth, ’tis a Demonftration that that Trade is pre-
judicial ; and Laws which make the Exportation of it
difficult, will reftrain the Luxury that gives Occafion
for that Demand, or thofe Exceedings of Imports be-
yond the Exports ; or (which brings it to the fame
Thing) they will prevent the Merchant Abroad from
fending over more Goods in Value, than he receives in
Goods, or the other from receiving them, fince they
find it {o difficult to adjuft this Balance or Exceedings.
Indeed, where a Country can purchale fuch Goods,
and fuch a Quantity of them, with their Money, as
when exported to a third Place, will bring them in a
greater Quantity of Money again, the Exportation of
it will always be allowed : Becaufe then they are only
the Carriers, and are paid for it, but in all other Cafes
it can’t be too ftritly prohibited.

It has been objeéted, that fuch Laws would raife the
Exchange to their Difadvantage. But this is a Confe-
quence, not of the Laws themfzlves, but only of their
proving ineffetual. This will appear plain from the
Nature of Exchange. '

2 : When
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When a Merchant abroad receives from a Mer-
chant here 11,000 Pounds worth of Goods, and
fends over only 10,000 Pounds worth, he is un-
der an Obligation to pay the other 1000 fome Way
or other; and as from the Nature of the Trade, and
the greater Demand of our Goods there, than of their
Goods here, the Cafe is the fame with all or moft of
their Merchants that Trade hither, it makes the De-
mand for Money fo much greater in one Place than
the other; by which Means they are content to pay a
greater Quantity of Money there, to receive a lefs
Quantity of Money here, to be made good to their Ac-
count in their Creditor’s Books. The Balance at laft
muft however be fent over in Specie ; and it is the fhift-
ing off the Difadvantage and Hazard of this from one
to another, that occafions, what we call, the high
Price of Exchange. If the Exportation of Money
were allowed in every Country, the Exchange would
be only fo much againlt any Place, as the Charge of
carrying over the Balance amounts to. But where
the Exportation of it is difallowed, the Exchange will
rife againit that Country, if the Balance of the Trade
be againft them, in Proportion to the Hazard that is run
in the Exporting it ; which, though it be a Difadvantage
to that Country, yet prevents a greater Difadvantage,
by preventing the Exceedings of Imports beyond the
Exports; that is, by making fach greater Importation
difficult. If they could effectually prevent the Exporta-
tion of Money, the Balance of Trade counld never be
againft them, becaufe the Merchant here would not
fend more Goods to his Correfpondent, than he knew
he could be paid for in Goods again, which as it would
be the Caleof every fingle Merchant, o it would like-
wife be the Cafe of the whole Nation. For the Ba-
lance of national Trade, is the Balance of all the pri-
vate Traders Accounts thrown together, What 1

would
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would infer from hence, is, that where the Exports are
equal in Price to the Imports (which isthe Effect in-
tended by Laws to prevent the Exportation of Money)
the Exchange will always be at Par ; where the Ex-
ports exceed the Imports, the Exchange will be to their
Advantage, in Proportion as that Balance is fo.

The Ufe or Comveniency of Exchange, is, that-it
faves the Trouble of carrying abroad. or bringing home
the Balance of every feparate Trader’s Account with
his Correfpondent, and only occafions the fending over
or receiving the Balance of the whole national Trade.
For Inftance, 4, B, and C, three Euglifh Merchants,
have each fent abroad 11,000 Pounds worth of
Goods to his foreign Correfpondent, and receiv-
ed only 10,000 Pounds worth : The Balance due
to each is 1,000 Pounds, which, if there were no
fuch thing as Exchange, muft be fent over in Specie.
But then D.and E. two other Englifb Merchants, hav-
ing fent to the fame Place: only 10,000 Pounds
worth each, and received 11,000 Pounds worth
each, it comes to pafs, that by their paying to 4, B,
and C, 2,000 Pounds (or as much more as is a-
greed upon between them) on account of their fo-
reign Correfpondent, there’ will remain only 1,000
Pounds to be fent' over' in Specie. This Conveniency
may be extended yet farther, by Means of any third
Nation that trades with both; fo that it may poffibly
happen, that even this thoufand Pound need not be
fent over in Specie. Suppofe the thoufand Pounds to
be due to 4. a Merchant of one Country, from B. of
another Country, if C. of athird Country is Debtor
2 thoufand Pounds to B. and Creditor in the fame Sum
to A. the Balance may be adjulted between them all’
without the Exportation of any Specie whatever.

It
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It will be faid, perhaps, that the laying very heavy
Duties upon the Goods that are the Produét of thefe
Countries, the Trade with which 1s prejudicial, would
turn the Balance of that Trade to Advantage, more
than Laws to prevent the Exportation of Coin. The
Difcuffion of this Queftion would carry me too much
out of the Way at prefent. I am not writing a politi-
cal Trreatife upon Trade, but have only faid fo much of
the Nature of it, as it is hoped will be fufficient to
prove, that Luxury and Extravagance are always pre-
judicial, and to fhew in what manner they are fo; as
likewife to fhbew that Laws againft the Exportation of
Specie, are truly and properly Sumptuary Laws, and
calculated to prevent a People’s fpending more than
their Income. However, as | have no where faid, that
Laws to prohibit the Exportation of Money would of
themfelves be effeétual ; o itis not likely that any other
Methods, without fuch Laws, would {ignify any thing.
The higher thefe Duties are, the greater Encougagement
they give to Smuggling ; and if the Profit arifing from
this fort of Traffick at prefent is {o great, as to make
Men defpife the Dangers and Penalties of exporting
Money to pay for thofe run Goods, the repealing thofe
Laws, or abating of the Rigour of them, would en-
courage the Pradtice ftill more. The Value of Goods
{o run in Great Britain amounts to an immenfe Sum
yearly, which befides the Difadvantage to the fair Tra-
der, and the Lofs of the Duty to the Publick, is of in-
finite Prejudice, from the Neceffity it occafions of ex-
porting our Specie to pay for them. For as the T'emp-
gation to fmuggle Goods arifes from the Greatnefs
of that Duty, fo the Greatnefs of that Duty,
compared to the Duty upon other Goods, does or
ought to arife only from the Difadvantage of im-

porting them ; and is intended to prevent the Expor-
gation of Coin, to pay the Balance, that in an open

Trade,
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Trade, would be due to that Country on the Score of
thofe Commodities. Now fmuggling prevents the
good Effe@s of fuch Laws, and the Money fo paid
for thefe Goods, is commonly fo much dead Lofs to
the Nation. But cheating the Publick in more Initan-
ces than this has quite loft its Name among us. Pri-
vate Men, froma fort of Jealoufy too common among
them, think they are not always fairly dealt with in
the Management of the publick Treafure, and from
this miftaken Faél, take occafion to run into a yet
ftranger Latitude in Cafuiftry, and think they have a
right to Reprizals by all the Methods they can lay hold
of, which yet at lalt falls heavier upon them, with this
only "Advantage to them, that Men of more fcrupu-
Ious Confciences than themfelves, bear a proportion-
able Share of the Burthen of thofe Deficiencies, which
they had no Hand in occafioning.

To conclude then as to the Effeéts of Luxury upon
Trade and Wealth. Every Country is to the whole tra-
ding World, what any private Family is to that Coun-
try. The moft frugal in each will, from the very Na-
ture and Courfe of Trade, receive Advantages from,
and gain Power upon the more extravagant ; for nati-
onal Powerisa certain Attendant upon national Wealth.
Againft this the Author objels, that though England
fhould by confuming halfthe Quantity of foreign Goods
they do now, receive the other half in Gold and Silver,
yet this could only be done for a Time, and that 2 is
2mpoffible it foould laft °. Perhaps it would not laft al-
ways in the fame Proportion ; but that can be no Rea-
fon why England fhould not take the Advantage of it
as long as it does lalt. If any one fhould be Fool
enough to throw his Money about the Streets, which

uP, 111,
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shother might have for ftooping for, it would be fio
Reafon why he fhounld not be at the Pains of flooping;
only becaufe he knows the other wont always continue
to throw about his Money, but that the Senfe of his
Neceflities or Folly may fometime or othet make him
ftop his Hand. Now the Cafe is much {tronger here, for
there never will be wanting People enough in the trad+
ing World, addicted to the noble Sin of Prodigality,
who will indulge themfelves in zhat agreeable good na-
tured Vice that makes the Chimney [moak, and all the
Tradefimen [mile °, and the Wealth fo lavifhed away,
the more wary and frugal will always receive to them-
felves. But is the frugal Society the poorer for thefe
Advantages, becaufe there may poffibly be an end to
them ? If all the trading World were to grow frugal
at once, would not they that were frugal before; ftill be
upon a Level with them at leaft? Or would it become
the Wifdom of a Society, as foon as the reft of the
World grew frugal too, to alter their Condu&, and
throw away their Wealth to keep up a Round of Pro-
digality, that {0 moble 2 Si» thight not be quite extiné ?
And yet this is the utmoft weight of the Objeétion.
Why does not he go to a Secretary of State, and advife
him to drop his Politicks, to lay afide his Schetnes for
advancing the Power and Wealth of his Country, be-
caufe the People he has to do with, won’t always con-
tinue to be outdone by him? As fuperior Skill will
always get the better of weaker Politicks, fo will Fru-
gality reap Advantages from the Luxury of their Neigh=
bours ; and there never will be fuch a Scarcity of the
one as to make the other grow afelefs, much lefs change
its Nature and become impolitick, Frugality is WispoM;
ahd the trueflt Politicks that any Nation can pra&ife.

* P, 103
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As the Author has bad the Mortification for feveral
Years to find fenfible People againft this Opinion, he tells
you this Mortification was fufficiently made Amends
for at laft, by zhe Pleafure he conceived at the paffing
of the Button A& ¥, which, he is fure, was owing to
the fame Way of Thinking that gave Birth to his Trea-
tife upon Luxury. This be flies to as his laft Refuge ;
an Afyluin, where he knew no Body durft follow him.
But it was not fair in him to quote a Law, the Impor-
tance and Wifdom of which it is not fafe to dif
pute.

Ifto this Account of Luxury the Author fhould objeék
that I have only fhewn the Mifchiefs of fuch a Degree,
or fucha fort of Luxury, as he himfelf has not de-
fended, bhe having allowed that the Imports fhould
never exceed the Exports ®; 1 anfwer, that this Cau-
tion, like others in his Book , quite overturns all
he had been faying before. For the certain ne-
ceffary Effe&t of Luxury, or rather the very Thing
meant by Luxury, is, that how much foever the Ba-
lance of Trade has been to the Advantage of a Na-
tion, it turns that Balance againit them, and makes the
Imports exceed the Exports. If he only means, that a
People will never grow the poorer, as long as the Im-
ports do not exceed the Exports, his Aflertion is equi-
valent to this, that & private Man won't grow poor,
as long as be lives within his Income. And even in that
Cafe, if the Income of his Eltate be laid out in de-
bauching his Family and Servants, by whofe Labour
his Income is what it is, that very Income will by De-
grees leflen, and confequently, without any greater Ex-
pence than before, he will grow every Year poorer,
Befides, an eager Purfuit after Pleafure, and a ftudied

PP 114 1 P. 115, .aud elfewhere.
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Delicacy in the Way of living, almoft neceffarily run
into Estravagance. But fuppofe it to be otherwife,
that is, that there may be Luxary without Extravagance,
is this the only fort of Luxury he contends for? Was
the Fable of the Bees, or private V1CE S publick BE N E-
FITS, writ to prove that there is no Danger of fpend-
ing too much as long as you keep what you have ? His
Bufinefs is to prove, that Luxury of every fort enriches
a Nation ; to point out the Inconveniencies of that
mean, flarving Virtwe, Frugality*; to thew the great
Advantages of the moble Sin, Prodigalizy?, and to make
it appear, that Lavifbuefs is a maft beneficial Vice to the
Paublick *. Now if any one thould write a Treatife to
fhew private Men the Way to grow rich, (for the Cafe
is exaltly the famef if to give the Reader a greater
Notion of his Abilities for this ufeful Task, he fhould
tell him that he bad [een a great deal of the World *; that
he had fearched thro’ every Degree and Station of Men™:
that he could difcern @ Chain of Canfes further than the
relt of Mankind *; and if, after all, his Proofs thould
mount to nothing more than this, that if zbey live wizh-
in Compafs, they ueed not fear [pending of their E-
JRates ; let the Author fancy to himfelf, in what man-
ner Perfons of wnquefiionable good Senfe ¥ would divers
themfelves with fuch a Treatife, and from thence he
may form a Judgment of his own Performance.

It is not furely by fpending his whele Income, that a
Man grows rich, though by not fpending wore than his
Income, he will preferve himfelf from growing peor.

Every greater Degree of Luxury therefore will create
a greater Degree of Poverty in a Nation, or at Jeaft it
will in Proportion prevent their growing rich, I have

* P, 105, TP.10 and 103. ‘Cuntengs to the firlt
Edition. = P. 118, ¥ P, 163, xPp 89,
¥ P. 467.
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been fo long upon the Subjet already, that I fhall leave
the further Illuftration of this Truth to a Hand the
Reader will like much better. I mean Sir William
Temple in bis Qbfervations upon the United Provinces,
the Treatife our Author referred to fo judicioufly be-
fore.

After having fhewn in what manner Parfimony en-
riches a Nation, be fays *, ¢ By this we find out the
¢ Foundation of the Riches of Hilland. For never any
¢ Countrytraded fo much,and confumed f{o little: They
¢ buy infinitely, butit is to fell again, either upon Im-.
¢ provement of the Commodity, or at a better Market.
He goes on to fay,that they liveupon their worlt Com-
modities, and export the beft to other Countries, ¢ In
¢ [hort, they furnifh infinite Luxury, which they never
¢ prad&tife; and traffick in Pleafures which they never
¢ tafte.” What I mention this for, is to introduce his
Refle@ion upon their Conduét. Among other Inftances
of falfe Politicks in his Time it feems this was one.

¢ By all this Account of their Trade and Riches, it
¢ will appear, that fome of our Maxims are not fo cer-
¢ tain, as they are current, in our common Politicks,
¢ As firflt, that Example and Encouragement of Ex-
cefs and Luxury, if employed in the Confumption of
native Commodities, is of Advanctage to Trade : It
may be fo to that which impoverifhes, but is not tq
that which enriches a Country ; and is indeed lefs pre-
judicial, if it lye in native than in foreign Wares. Bug
the Cuftom or Humour of Luxury and Expence, can-
not {top at certain Bounds: What begins in native will
proceed in foreign Commodities : and though the Ex-
ample arife among idle Perfons, yet the Imitation

=
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* P. 66, This is a Defeription of their Condu& in Holland, before they
were tzinfed with the Luxury h¢ complains of in p. 63, ;
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¢ will run into all Degrees, even of thofe Men by whofe
¢ Induftry the Nation fubfilts. And befides, the moye
¢ of our own we fpend, the lefs we fhall have to fend
¢ Abroad ; and fo it will come to pafs, that while we
¢ drive a valt T'rade, yet, by buying much more than
¢ we fell, we fhall come to be poor.

A general Luxury then will certainly occafion a ge-
neral Poverty, however flow the Progrefs of it may
appear, But there’s another Confequence of national
Luxury that will not require fo much Tlime to bring it
about. Whenever it becomes a general Vice, and Peo-
ple’s Incomes are not fufficient to fupply their Extrava-
gancies, any Crimes will be attempted, and any Hazards
xun to fupport them. A Poverty occafioned by Vice
and Luxury is not like to make Men more honeflt for
the future. Thus at lalt they mult come to Terms
with their Governors, and purchafe the Indulgence of
their Vices, at the Price of their Liberties. Where the
Liberties of the People are intrufled in a few Hands,
and they themfelves give into this Luxury, the Danger
of this will be flill greater. As the Purchafe - will
come at an eafier Rate, fo the Confideration that they
themfelves fhare only a common Portion of Slavery,
and at the fame Time engrofs the whole Price that is
paid for Liberty, will binder them from infifling upon
very rigorous Terms. Poverty is of no fort of Ufe to
a Man in making a Bargain, efpecially when he is deal-
ing with a Minifter of State. If the Neceffities of a
luxurious People, and the Ambition of defigning Go-
vernors fhould ever meet, the Confequence feems to be
inevitable. A fmall fhare of Reading will {upply any
one with Inftances enough to this Purpofe; and an En-
couragement of Luxury has never been thought an un-
likely Method to bring about thofe Ends. In fhort, if
Tuxury confifts in the Abufe of Plenty, orin an Excefs
of Eafe, Pleafure, and Expence, it will infallibly ener-

vaicy
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vate, debanch, and impoverifb a People, of which Sla-
very is a neceﬁ'ary Confequence. Befides, nothing is
more prejudicial to a People, than a fudden mifting of
Property from one to another, even when the whole
remains {till in the Community ; which yet is impoffible
in a trading Country, when this Change of Circum-
ftances is the Effeét of Luxunry. If the pooreft People
‘were to acquire any large Share of Property from the
great and wealthy, the Labour and Service of each
would be ina good Meafure loft to the Publick. For
by this Change of their Condition, each of them would
be unfit to fill that Station of Life their prefent Citcum-
ftances put them into. The Experience of a better
Way of living in the one, and the atual Poffeffion of
Wealth in the other, would difqualify them both for
the lower or more laborious forts of Employment ;
whillt the want of prefent Property in the one, and of
Knowledge and Education in the other, would incapa-
citate both for higher Offices. Few Men know how
to make a proper Ufe of new got Wealth. There
muft be a previous Education, a long Habit and fuit-
able way of Thinking, to fit Men for the great Stati-
ons of Life. Wealth, and Power its conftant Attend-
ants, will be but aukwardly managed by Men, who
from their low Situation have always been Strangers ta
both. 'T'he South-Sea Dire@Gors would make but a very
idifferent Privy-Council.
it has been a Cuftom of long ftanding in the Wnrld

to compliment Nobility with a Portion of htredrrarjr
Virtae, derived to them without the leaft Trouble of
their own, which People in lower Life muft be at the
Pains to acquire by Education and Refle&ion, and be
content after all to have fuch adventitious Virtue kepe
at a due Diftance in the Opinion of the World from
that other natural fort which their Betters have convey-

edto them withtheir Blood. Now whether the Nobility
of
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of any one Age of the World really happened to have
a more than ordinary Share of Virtue, and by that
means entailed this Piece of Flattery upon their Sue-
ceffors ; or whether it was at firft only the fervile Lan-
guage of their own Dependants ; or whether it was in-
tended as a moral [nitruétion,to point out to them what
Virtues they ought to have, and fo convince them of
the greater Obligation they were under to purfue the
publick Good, as the Happinefs of many others was
intrufted with them, and depended upon their Condué ;
(or whatever the Reafon was, it is needlefs at this time
to enquire) but our modern Quality feem to be gene-
roufly inclined to undeceive the World, and effeually
convince them, that they bave really no fuch innate
Virwe belonging to them. Notwithftanding this, an=
cient and hereditary Honours muft be allowed to have
this publick Ufe attending them : That they create a fore
of Pleafure or Vanity in the Owners of them, to pre-
ferve that Conflitution and People which many of their
Anceltors have formerly been inftrumental in the Sup-
port of, or under which at lealt they had appeared with
Splendor, or filled any confiderable Stations ; the Me.
rit or Luftre of whofe Aé&lions, by the Courtefy of the
World, becomes their own Due. This creates fome
kind of Affeftion for their Country, a fort of Fond-
nefs, like that for a [Family Eftate, which we often (ee in-
fluences a Man’s Condu&t, when morereafonable Mo-
tives haveloftall Weight with him. When to this Confj-
~ deration is joined a large Share of Property, whichat once
putsthem above Temptation, and gives them a particulay
Interelt in the Welfare of the whole, we may, with-
out fuppofing Men of Quality poffeffed of much in-
born Virtue, generally expett their publick Behavi-
our to be honeft and upright, as far as it regards the
Safety of the Conftitution they live under. But Luxury

I and
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and Prodigality produce the reverfe of all this. Wheri
a Nobility are become poor, though a Prince fhould
have fo much Virtue as not to lay hold of that Oppor-
tunity for enlarging the Prerogative, and entrenching
upon the Liberties of his People, it muft however lay
him under a Neceflity of creating a new Nobility,
who have not thefe Ties of AffeCtion, none of that
Prejudice in favour of the Conftitution. "Twould be
eafy to illuftrate this Matter further, if there were Oc-
cafion.

As to Laws that forbid the Ufe of Ornaments ®, or
other Expences that are not abfolutely neceflary to Life
and Subfiltence, the Wifdom and Policy of them may
be judged of by what has been faid already. The firlt
Care that any People will naturally take, is to provide
Neceflaries and Conveniencies, and to fecure them-
felves again(t Invafion and Encroachment. When thefe
Ends are effetually obtained and fecured to them, for
their Governors to forbid the Acquifition or Ufe of
Ornaments, is only to forbid them to grow rich.
What’s called Health, confilts only in Ornaments.
Now that Wealth tends to Happinefs, one would think
fhould not need much Proof; but whether it does or
no, it does not come within the prefent Enquiry, it is
fufficient if it be proved that Virtue does not beget Po-
verty.

e P 247,
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Nother Inftance brought to prove the Ufefuluefs of
Viceis the Cuftom of Duelling. Now it will be reas
dily allowed him, that the Pratice of good Manners a-
mong us, (for want of more effeCtualReftraints) is in A-
bundance of People owing to the Fear of being called to
an Account by the injured Perfon for the contrary Be.
haviour. But to fay it is impoffible People fhould be-
have politely to one another without it *, is to contra-
di& both Reafon and Experience.

Though perhaps it might be difficult to hew how
Duelling firlt became fafhionable, ’tis eafy to account
for its continuing fo, without the Interpofition of the
Magifirate to prevent it. The fear of Shame, and the
Profpe&t of Honour, are both very powerful Motives
to human Aétions : and as long as the firlt is the cer-
tain Confequence of a Refufal, and the latter is thought
to accompany the giving, or at leall the Acceptance of
a Challenge, we are not to wonder if Inftances of this
fort frequently happen, Chriltianity indeed bids us
have Refpeét to a better Recompence, and confequent-
ly a more reafonable Motive to our Aétions, than the
Applaufe of the World. But we are not obliged to
exclude the Pleafure arifing from the other.

We are told by the wifelt of Men, what a Value
we ought to fet upon the Efteemn and good Opinion of
the World ®; and Dawid makes this reafonable Re-
queft to Heaven, that God would pleafe to remove fronz
bim Reproach and Contemapt . Indeed without this Re-
gard and Eftecem, it is impoffible to fill any Station of
Life with Advantage to the reft of Mankind. Thus

8 P, 242 and 243, % Prov. xxii, I, and Ecclef, vii. 1,
¢ Pfal, cxix, a2. '
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St. Paul thought it of great Confequence to Tizus, in
the Office he was employed in, and worthy his utmolt
Care, that he thould not {uffer himfelf to be defpifed *:
and accordingly he makes it a {ufficient Objeétion a-
gainft any Man’s being made a Bifhop of the Church
(however blamelefs he may be in himfelf) that he has
not the good Report of the World ®.

Since then the Delire of Applaufe is fo natural to
Mankind, and fo reafonable in itfelf, ’tis the Bufinefs
of the Magiltrate to endeavour, as far as poffible, that
this Applaufe thould bethe Reward only of good and
beneficial A&ions.

Few Men, as Paffendorf oblerves f, can think in fo
abftrated a manner, as to take Comfort in Grotius’s
Way of Reafoning, that fiuce Honour is an Opinion of
Excellence, and be that [uffers [uch an Injury, (the In-
jury he means is a Box o’the Ear) fbews bimfelf ex-
cellently patient, be rather increafes than leffens bis Ho-
aonr by i¢. * For though this may pofiibly be the zrue
Notion of Honour, {in which Opinion of it too we
find 7xlly agrees 8) yet another fort of Honour now
has ufurped the Place of this (fuch a one as the fame
Author defcribes in the next Words®) which, through
the Coriuption of the l'imes, has the fame Regard
paid to it. He who does not conform to the Rules of
modern Honour, lies under as great or greater Difad-

-

d 'Tit. 1i. 1. €1 Tim. i), 7. f Puffend. L.2. C. 5. 8, 12.

* Grot. de Jur. Bel. & Pac, L.2.C. 1. Par. 10.

E Is antem gni vere appellari potef? Homos, non Invitamentzm ad Tempns, fed
perpetne virtutis eff pramin, Epit. L. 10, Epift. 10,  And again, Gloria
eff confentiens Laws bomorsam, incorrapta Vox bene Fudicantinm de excellente Vir-
inte. Ea virtuti refomat, tamguam Imago. Tul;, Qualt, L. 3.

b '{-I'-i-:: autens gue fe jus imitatricem effz vnlt, temeraria ataue ingonfiderats
& prermmgue peccatorsm vibiersmaue lasdatrix, fama popularis, fimadatione be-
neffatis formam ejus pulchritndinemgne corriempit,  Whar follows is applicable
ro the fame Purpofe, Bur Iam afraid our modern Duellifts have not fo good
an-Excufe for their Condult. Qua cacitate homines cum quedam etiam praclara
cuperent, eague nefiirent, nec mbi nec qualia effens, funditns alii everternnt fieas
Ciuigater, ali pfi oguidersnt,  Atque Hi quidem optima petentes, non tam vo-
smnfare quam cnr[us errove falluninr,
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vantages in the Eye of the World, than if he afled
contrary to thofe of Virtue. ’'Tis eafy to determine,
how a Man ftri¢tly virtuous exghe to behave in fuch a
Difficulty, much more a Chriftian who is bound to for-
give Injuries in a greater Degree than the Laws of Na-
ture oblige him to ', But this won’t excufe the Magi-
ftrate in not preventing, as far as poflible, the Ditficalty
itfelf. He fhould not fuffer the Prattice of Religion,
and a firié&t Obedience to his own Laws, to lye under
fo great a Difcouragement as theill Opinion of the Peo-
ple. There are few Countries, [ believe, where the
Cuftom of Duelling is not forbid by the Laws. Now
it would be highly unjuft as well as impolitick, to pu-
nifh with great Severity the Refentment of Wrongs and
Iijuries, without providing at the fame Time again(t
the Commiflion of them, and fecuring to Mankind fo
great a Conveniency as the Praétice of good Manners
among them.

King Hames 1. in his Treatife, which he calls, A4
Publication of his Edict againft private Combats, fays,
the Reafon that was given by the moft judicious among
the Fremch, why the Edilts there againft Duels had
prov’d unfuccefsful, was, * The great Hafte ufed by
¢ the State itfelf in prohibiting them with unfpeakable
Severity, before that any Courfe or Order were fet
down for Reparation to the Party grieved or diftem-
per’d, in fome fuch Meafure as might be thought to
be fuitable .

To fupply this Defeét in England, he appointed a
Commiffion of Lords, all of the Privy Council, to
-drawjup fuch Regulations as they fhould think fit, for

. .

- [ o]

P Matt, v, 43> 44. Te have beard that it hath been faid, thow (halet love
thy Neighbonr, and hate thine Enemy. ‘But I [ay unto yom, &c.
o & A Publication of his Majefty’s Edift againft private Combats, p, 15,

L3 the



(76)
the Reparation of Affronts and Injurics among Gentle-
men. Al Differences within twenty Miles of London
to be referr’d to them, and thofe at a greater Diftance
to the Lord Lieutenant and his Deputies, who were to
determine according to the Regulations drawn up by
the Lords. . The famous Edié& of the late King of
France feems to be built upon this very Plan. It will
be wondred perhaps, what occaficned the different
Succefs of one and ’tother : but each will be found to
have anfwered the End defigned by them, The one
has totally fupprefs’d the Praétice of Duelling in France,
the other gave his Majefly’s Sabje&s of Great Britain
an Opportunity of admiring his Scholarfhip. The one
is writ with the Solemnity of a Law, the other in the
Language of a Schooliman. And tho’ Hiftorians don’t
fay that Duels were lefs frequent, or good Breeding
more obferved from that Time, yet Mr. Cambden tells -
us, that four Year after this his Majefly made an elo-
queint Speech againft Duels ', Belides, the King himfelf
gives a very good Reafon why his Edi& did not effec-
tually put an end to the Practice. After having faid
that, ¢ The Saxons laid a Fine of five Shillings upon
“ every one that mifgreeted his Countryman: He adds,
¢ that in France and the Arch-Duke’s Dominions, the
¢ firlt reproachful Term, Quod dat effe pugne, which
¢ gives the very Life and Being to a Quarrel, is raifed
¢ to fo high a Rate, as in Comparifon of thofe our
¢ Cenfures are conceived to be but Flea-bitings™.” He
proceeds thus; ¢ Thefe fharp Ways of proceeding
“ bring forth one notable Effeét, that rarely in feven
* Years a Man fhall hear in Spain, of the paffing of any

¥ Cambdew’s Annals of Fames 1. Ann. 1617. ;

h“‘ P. 48. One Penalty was, that the Perfon offending fhould be put out of
the Commiflion of the Peace, and if not in the Commiffion at that Time,
that he thould not be put in in fiven Years, Seep, s4»and 55, *Twas a
Punitment much more likely to make Challenges unfalhionable, that the
King appoints in p. 113. To ke hereajter banifbed the Conrt of Us, onr dearefl
Bedicllow, and the Prinie onr Son, fer the Spaceof feven Tears,

¢ fuch
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¢ fuch reproachful Word or Accufation between Per-
¢ fons of good Sort, that may provoke them to thofle
¢ perfonal Revenges.

By thefe Regulations in Frasce; not only Blows and
the groffer Sort of ill Language, but all lefler Affronts,
and even the moft diltant Provocations to a Quarrel
were punithed with great Severity. Befides which, the
Offender was obliged to make a very humble Submif-
fion to the Party grieved. And it is apparently true in
Fad, that the Fear of thofe fevere Punifhments, and
the Shame attending them, have kept People within
the Bounds of good Manuers, as effectually asthe Fear
of being called uponto fight did before.

I am afraid, England all this while (notwithftanding
the Indulgence People have had to fhew their Valour
by Challenge, as much as they pleafed) has not gone
beyond the French in Point of good Breeding ; and yet
the Prevention of Duelling was much more difficule
there, than it could be here. ’Twas a Diltemper a-
mong them almolt as general as a Plague. We are
told, that in ten Years time there had been above fix
thoufand Pardons granted for Murders committed by
Duels.

The Regulations above were publifhed in the Year
1653. The following Year fomewhat of thiskind was
again attempted here in England by Oliver Cromwell :
bnt the Punifhment and Redrefs of Injuries were foch
as were not likely to put a Stop to the Praétice. 'Tis
ordained by this Ordinance, zhat any Perfon nfing any
difgraceful, provoking Words or Geftures, fhonld be liable
to an Indictment at the Goal Delivery, or general Seffions
of the Peace *, and the Judge or Juftices of the Peace

e

n See Sewhell’s Colleftions of A&s and Ordinances, p. 319, Fane 1654, a-
gainft Challenges, Ducls, and all Provocations thereunte,

Wwere
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weic zo impofe a Fine to be levied to the Ufe of bis High-
wefs the Lord Protector and his Succeffors 5 and upon Con-
fideration had, both of the Quality of the Perfon injured,
and the Qffence committed, Reparation was to be made
zo the Party wronged, as to the Fudge or Fuflices fhould
feem meet ; whofe Knowledge of the Laws (efpecially
fuch Judges and Juftices as zbey were) could be of no
great Ufe to them in fettling the Punétilio’s of Honour.
What had been fo lately done in Framce might have
furnifhed them with likelier Methods for the fuppref-
fing of Duels.

There was one Circumflance, that contributed not
a little to the giving a Check to this Praétice. That
the King’s Edi¢ts might prove the more effeétunal, vait
Numbers of the Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom
entred into a voluntary Aflociation or Subfcription, by
which they folemnly bound themfelves never to give
or accept a Challenge. And among the Rules for
determining Differences, one is, that if a Quarrel
fhould happen between two Gentlemen, of which one
had fubjcribed, and the other not, the latter fhould al-
ways be reputed the Aggrefior, except there appeared
evident Proofs to the contrary. By thefe and other
Methods, the not giving or refufing a Challenge be-
came not at all fcandalous.

But all the Provifions hitherto mentioned would have
been found very infufficient, without decreeing the fe-
vereft Punithment for the Breach of this Law, and
taking care it fhould be rigoroufly executed. And that
there might be no way to efcape, all Rencounters
where there appeared to be any previous Affront from
either of the Parties (of which immediate Information
had not been made to the proper Magiftrate) were pu-
nifhed in the fame manner as Duels upon Challenge.
And though they were fought in other Countries, they
were confidered as if thev had happened in France. So

great
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great an Alteration in the Cuftoms of a Country could

not be effefted at once. The firlt Edit of the late
King’s in the Year 1646, being a very fevere one, and
accompanied with the Subfeription or Aflociation men-
tioned above, begun to give a Check to it; and the
King’s inflexible Refolution never to pardon any Of-
fence againft it, {till made a greater Progrefs. The fa-
mous Edi& in 1679 gave the finifhing Stroke to it, in
the Preamble to which the King attributes the Succefs
of his former Ediéts to ¢ the Stedfaltnefs it had pleaf-
¢« ed God to give him in maintaining the Sratutes a-
¢ gain{t Duels and private Combats in their utmoft Se-
* verity, and that by refolving to do fo for the future,
* he had Ground to hope he might be able during his
¢ Reign utterly to abolifh that Crime, aftet it had been
* in vain attempted by the Kings, his Predeceflors.

The Show of Courage in moft Men is proportioned
only to the Degree of Hazard they run: and when
they have nothing to fear but the Skill and Strength of
their Adverfary, which by a moderate Computation,
leave them nine Chances in ten for efcaping with their
Lives, it is no wonder Inftances of fingle Combat
happen fo frequently. Befides, that this Hazard of
Death is commonly very much leflened in the Opinion
of the angry Gentlemen concerned by an unreafonable
Contempt of their Adverfary, and an unjuft Preference
of their own Abilities to his. But if Men were once
made fenfible, that the Hazard of being killed in the
Combat was the leaft Part of the Danger they incurred ;
that as certainly as they fought, fo certainly they fhould
not efcape Death, both from their Adverfary’s Wea-
pons and the Severity of the Law, in all Probability
there would be fewer Swords drawn than we fee at
prefent. We are told of a Method ufed by a Marefchal
of France to fupprefs Duels and Quarrels in his Army,
that bears a little hard upon the Courage of fingle
- Combatants.
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Combatants. e ordered that the Scene of A&ion
fhould always be upon a narrow Dridge without Rails,
and that Guards fhould be placed at each End to
prevent a Retreat. The Delign of it was to give the
Championsaheir Choice, to die by each other’s Sword,
or be drowned”.

That the Certainty of capital Punithment would pre-
" went a great deal of this Pra&ice, appears from hence.
Fearleflnefs of an Adverfary is look’d upon as Cou-
rage, and as{uch is accompanied with the Applaufe of
the World : But thewing a Contempt of the Gallows
would gain a Man no other Reputation for Bravery,
than it is in every one’s Power to attain to, by coining
of Money, or taking a Purfe. A Man is not a Jot
the better eflteemed for fiing altride a Pinnacle; nor
would his Memory be the more regarded, if upon his
receiving any Affront from another, any Difappoint-
ment or ill Ufage from the World, he fhould venture
to beat out his own Brains. Now the fighting an Ad-
verfary with a Certainty to be hanged for it, would be
looked upon much like fuch another Piece of Cou-
rage. '

I fhall only obferve farther, that though the
L.aw in this Particular is the fame now it was
fome Ages ago, yet either the Interpretation or the
Execution of it is valtly different. HHad there been the
fame Security formerly for coming off wpon Trial,
they would fcarce have thought it worth while (as it
was their common Praétice) to retire out of the Britsfl
Dominions to execute a Challenge.

I believe it would be difficult to affign any Reafon,
why the fame Methods that have been found fo effec-
tual to the putting an end to this Vice in Frauce, hould

¢ See Cockbwrn upon Duels, p, 346
not
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tiot meet with a proportionable Succefs here. If o
other Provifion were made, it fhould, one would think,
be at leait taken Care of, that Men fhould not be obli-
ged to quit the profitable Employments they are bred
to (perhaps the only Means they have to fubfift upon}
and be turned loofe to the World to ftarve, for refu/fing
what by the Laws of their Country they are liable to be
hang’d for if they comsply with. Either let the Lawsbere-
pealed, or don’t let the Obfervance, inftead of the
Breach of them, be punifhed with fo' much Cruelty.
What a {irange Interpretation this is of the Opinion of
St. Paxl, who told People, that if they obeyed the
Laws, they had fo little Reafon to fear the Refentment
of the Magiilrate, that they had a Right to receive
Praife, that is, Honour at his Hands *! But to returnto
the Fable.

If the Cuftom of Duelling was reckoned a political
Evil in Frasce, and the putting an End to it efteemed a
publick Benefit, what fhould binder it from being the
Intereft of other Countries to fupprefs it by the fame
Methods ? Can he mention any one Conveniency at~
tending the Cultom of Duelling, which that Kingdom
is deprived of, by the Succefs of theKing’s Ediéts? And
it not, has the Author any Pretence to urge this Crime
in fupport of his Scheme? Did that Monarch think ic
one of the greateft Glories of ‘his Reign to defiroy a
publick Benefit t He, who 1 Feats of Arms has ontdone
Alexander awd Cxfar bozb, in embellifbing his Kingdon,
and polifbing his Nation, bas exceeded Augullus; and
[fbewed bimfelf, both at Home and Abroad, a deeper Pols-
2ician than Tibertus ¢ Who bas dowe Miracles that wo
other Politician wasever able to perforin'?

¢ Rom. xiii.3. Wl thor then mot be afvaid of the Power i Dy that which
s Good, amd. thox fhalt bave Praife of the [ame.

A The Firgin wymask’d; by Bernard Mandeville, Author of the Fable of the
Begs: p.127. Eair 2, Tibid. p. 148,

M Qr
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Or was ithis Religion in this Inftance that ovet-ruled
his Politicks ? That would be ftranger ftill ; for at the
fame Time, we are told, he was a wicked Tyrant ",

I have fud, that the Praétice of good Manners, for
want of more effectual Reflraints, was owing to the
Fear of being called to an Account for the contrary,
Behaviour. For befides that, thefe more effectual Re-
ftraints were actually experienced in France, and would,
no doubt, prove effectual elfewhere, it is certain, that
z (tri& Regard to Virtue and Morality would more ef-
fectwally cure the Incounveniencies complained of tham
either of them. We are now enquiring what would be
the Confequences of a ftri€t and univerfal Morality :
and if good Manners, Courtefy, Affability, anda quies
Difpofition come into the Number of moral Virtues,
(as certainly they ought) all the Conveniencies and
happy Effeéts of thefe upon a Society, ought to be afcribed
to the Pra&ice of Morality. The Spirit of Virtue, as
well as Religion, is mild and gentle. To be courte-
ous, peaceable, quiet, not provoking one another, to
ayoid Bitternefs, Wrath, Clamour, and ill Language,
are the Precepts of natural Reafon, confirmed to us,
by Revelation. And it is an Inftru&ion in Point of
Prudence and prefent Conveniency, as well as Daty,
to be well bred, from the great Hazard Men run from
the contrary Behaviour®. Nay, Solomon tellsjus, that.
Honour itfelf confirms thofe Leflons of Religion and
Prudence .

If then we put the Inftance before us in the ftrongeft
Light in favour of the Author and his Opinions, it
can’t ferve the grand Purpofe of his Scheme. For, if

- e T P e e,

T Ibid. p. 127.
! Plal, xxxiv, 12,13, What Manis be that defirsth Life, and loveth many

ayis that he may fes Gosd ? Keep sky Tngwe from. Enily and ihy Lipi froma
king Guile. And 1y Pet. iiil::f, by Twnger Ji s and thy Lips from

POV, XX, 3. L s o Hemowr for a Man 20 ceafs from Serife)
ib
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it faould be allowed him (though it is far from being
true) that a Toleration of fome Crimes in a general
Depravity of Manners, is the likeliet Means to pre-
vent greater Crimes, or greater Inconveniencics, and
that this fhould be true particularly in the Cafe of Da-
elling ; yet it is far from fhewing the Ufefulnefs of fuch
Depravity or Vice; it rather demonftrates the vaft M-
chief of it, as fomething that makes a Toleration of
lefler Inconveniencies meceflary. And, 1 prefame, it
won’t be denied, that a punétual Regard to Virtue in
all its Branches, would prevent all the Inconveniencies,
which for want of that Virtue, it is {fuppofed to be the
Duty of the Magiflrate to cure by lefs innocent, as well
as lefs effe€tual Remedies.

Whatever the Author may think fit to urge for him-
felf by way of Apology, the Defign of his Book is not
to fhew the Folly of Quarrelling at what no human
Pradence can prevent *, but to thew the Folly of pre-
penting fuch Evil at all. Though no Axman Prudence
can extirpate all Evil, he won’t deny, furely, that the
Power of Heaven can work fuch a Miracle. And he
is all along ridiculing People’s Folly, not for defiring
an impoffible Thing; but for procuring iz fac, by Mi-
racle, fuch a general Virtue, and confequently fuch a
general Poverty. If his Defign had been otherwife,
though it might appear lels impious and fhocking, it
would certainly appear more weak and impertinent.
The Pofition laid down in his Title Page, tobe proved
in the Courfe of his Work, is, that private Vices are
publick Benefits. Now if to prove this Pofition, all
that he attempts to thew is, that let the Magiltrate do
what he can to root out Vice, he can’t do this {0 ¢f~
fectually, but that fome will ftill remain; the Reader

% P. 49,
M 2 syt
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muft certainly think, that he has advanced a Principle
which he dur/? woz maintain, or it he did intend to main-
tain it, that his Arguments for that Purpofe are excef-
fively weak. He will come off very well, if he only
falls under oze Part of the Cenfure. But what his De-
figns were, I fhall have Occafion to obferve more at
large by and by.

What a Pleafure to him it is to abufe any thing that
is called a moral Virtue, though it be at his own Ex-
pence ! o be at once well bred and fincere is a Con-
zradidtion ¥. 1f he were asked which of the two
inconfilent Qualities, good Breeding or Siucerity, he
choofes to part with in his ordinary Converfation and
Friendfhips, it would puzzle him to anfwer it. DBut the
Reader will determine it for him, for geod Breeding e-
very Man will expect in a Companion, though the
want of the other may be better concealed.

One Word more before we leave this Subjeét of Ho-
nour. Tully we find makes the Difterence between
Virtue and Honour to be this, that Honour is the Ap-
plaufe the judicious part of the World beftow upon the
Pra&tice of Virtue ; which the Reader, it is likely, will
think a pretty good Account of the Matter, only that
it is a kind of Honour, like zbe #orfbip of Diana,
fomewhat onz of Fafbion?, DBut the Difference between
Virtue and Honour upon the prefent Foot, and the dif=
proportionate Numbers of their Votaries is adjufted
with great Exaétnefs by the Author of the Fable. The
Reafon why there are fo few Men of real Virtue, and fo
many of real Homour, is, becanfe all the Recompence a
Man has of a virtwons Action , is the Pleafure of doing
it which moft People reckon but poor Pay; bur
she Self-denial a Man of Homomr [ubmits to in one
Avpetize, is immediarely rewarded by the Satisfaltion be

3P, an1, P, o242,

receive;
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veceives from another *»  That is, the Reafon why there
are fo few Men of real Virtue, and {o many of real
Honour, is, that the Recompence of the firll is the
Pleafure of doing it, the Reward of the laft the Satif-
faction received from it. The ficlt moff People reckon
but poor Pay, the lalt all Men know to be a very fub-
ftantial Reward. This is not a Miftake in Expreffion;
it is a Blunder that his way of Thinking neceflarily
doom’d him to. For no doubt but zhe Plesfure of do-
ing an Aftion, is the only Motive human Nature can
act upon. It is what we have in View, and can’t but
have in View, in every individual Circumftance of our
Lives. And thisthe worlt Syflemn of Erhicks ® he could
have picked our, might have told him; nay more, his
own Book might have fct him right .

5 P, 246, b.P. 467

€ P, 401, There is no Difference between Will and Plealure in one
Senfe, and every Motion made in fpight of them muft be unnatural “and
convullive, And juff befire, It is impolhble that Man, mere fallen Man,
thould aét with any other View but to pleafe himfelf.

Man, mERE FALLEN MAax, fays he. How dull and contemptible mnf? fuch =
Foke mpon any other Subjec? than Religion bave been thonght ! For the fake of
this Ridicule be bas made arvant Nonfenfe of the whole Sentence, To aft wirh
a View to pleale himfelf, is (o far from being the Indication of a fallen Stare,
from being a Mark of Duperfection in onr Make, that it is impoffible for ns as
much as to conceive that Angels them[elves, or any mure perfeld Being, [honld a2
siper: any other Motive ; let the Canfe of that Pleafure be what it will.
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INCE we are told the Fable of the Bees is a Rhap-
fody waid of Order or Method ¢, the Reader can’t
expect any exa& Connexion or Regularity to be ob-
ferved in the Anfwer to it.  This is the only Excule I
fMhall make for taking this Occafion to give fome Ac-
count of the Author’s Opinions, with Regard both to

-
4 P, 467
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Morality and Religion ; and as to the firft, to fhew how
many Writers, and what kind of Writers he is obliged
to for this lovely Scheme, which he will give you his
Word for, is beyond any other Syftem of Ethicks *; and
to thew likewife in what 3 weak, inconfiltent, prevari-
cating manner he has defended thofe Opinions.

Now the Opinions themfelves, allowing for fome lit-
tle Improvement of his own upon them, are of very
old Date. They feem to have had their Rife with
Atheifm itfelf,

Theodorns firnamed Athens (and who was indeed one
fof the firft upon Record, who, in {fo many Words,
denied the Being of a God) profeffed among other O-
pinions very like our Author’s, zhat Theft, Adultery, and
Sacrilege, were proper in their Seafon, there being no
Tarpitude in fuch Things in their own Nature, [eparate
from Qpinion, which was agreed upon to keep Fools in
Order §; that a wife Man might openly ufe the Perfons
be loved with a good Countemance, and then by an in-
genious Argument, endeavours to fhew the Innocency
of {uch Commerce with either Sex as you liked beft.
That Friendfbip and a Regard for your Conntry were
foolifb and ridicnlons. A part of this Doétrine he learnt
from his Matter Ariftippus; that there was nothing juft,
or excellent, or fbameful in its Nature, but as Law and
Cuflom made 3t fo " ; that there was no fuch thing as

.+ P, A6

* He lived about the Year 360 before Chrift. Diageras who was digmified
in the fame manner, lived about a hundred Years 'l[:'i'nre him. Piagoras,
Asheos gui diftus eff, poffeagne Theoderus, nonme aperte Deornm Natsram [u]-
¢mlersmt? Cic. de Nat. Deor. L. 1, :

& KaiJary 78 xeu peomsvosiy, &c. Diog, Laert, in the Life of Arifippns.
Compare this with the Fable of the Bers from thefe Words ; The firff Rudi-
ments of Marality broached by skilful Politicians, p. 33. And p. 373. 1 fkall ex-
amine snfo the Reality of the puichrum & honeftum :—The meaning of thiz
as to diftufs, whetber therebe & real Worth and Excellency in Things,a Pre-emi-
aience of one abouve another. And p. 380, The bunting after this pulchrum &
weneftum, s net mmch better than a wild-Geofe-Chase,

Kty e sive duen dinewor, Diog, Laert, ibid,

Kindnefs, -
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Kindnefs, Friendfbip, or Beneficence, and that they were
only praltifed upon a felfith Principle, and that they had.
no Being without it.

Bion Boryfthenites was a Scholar of this Theodorus,
and in his Opinions and Pratices full as wicked ashim-
{elf : but when he found himfelf near his End, he who
had made a Jelt of the Gods, and ridiculed Men for
the Worfhip of them, died not only with ail the Hor-
ror which a Senfe of Guilt could give him, but fell.
into the lowelt Superltition, and among other Inftan-
ces of it, of which there is a particular Account’, had an.
old Woman to try Charms upon him.

The Doétrine of Pyrrbe, who lived about the fame
Time, was much to the fame Purpofe. He faid, Zhere.
was nothing excellent, or [bamefuly, or juft, or unjuft *;
and o of other. Things; that there was nothing in Reality,
but that Men did every Thing from Law. and. Cuftom,
2hat one Thing was. not rather to be chofen. than another
or as the Author of the Fable has {tumbled upon a pret=
ty good Explanation, of his Words, there is o real
Worth and Excellency in things, no Pre-eminence of one
above another'. His Life, we are told in the nest
Words, was agrecable to. bis Opimions. From this
Pyrrbo, Scepricks were called Pyrrbonians, or Pyrrbes
nifls ; and from hence that Treatife of Sextus Empiria
¢zs ™ had its Name ; in, one Part of which he endea-
vours to overturn the Certainty of Right and Wrong,
Virtue and Vice, by colleting a great many monftrous
Opinions and Cuftoms of People contrary to the com-
mon . ones. Irom hence, or rather from [Montaigue

i - i
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| Diog, Laert. in the Ljfr: of Bien,

K QOudiy -}g's: Spaoney oUTe HaAGY, €. Disg. Laere. in the Life of Pyrrhe,: :
" P. 373. e

@ Pyrrhom, Nypotypof. n Merak Eff. L. 1. ¢ 22,

who
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whit has borrowed it from hence, has our Author 4+
gain borrowed what he has given us to the fame Pur-
pofe, and in Purfuit of the fame laudable End °.

- Much of the fame kind is the Difputaiion of Carze-
ades in Laflantius V. Fura fibi homines pro atilitate fanx-
#ffe, fecilicet varia pro moribus, C5 apud eofdem pro tem-
poribus [wepe mutata ; in fhort, thar theére is no [uch thing
as natural Right or Fauflice, or if there be, that none but
a Fool wounld praélife them ®. :

‘To this Purpofe is that Expreflion of Hoerace, itfa n-
telitas jufli prope mater &5 xqui®  He is expofing the
Abfurdity of that Opinion of the Stoicks, defended by
Tully ¥, wqualia ¢ffe peccata®; but, fays he, when you
come to the Proof -of it, [enfus more[que repugnant, atque
ipfa utilitas jufti prope mater (5 cqui. Now if there be
a Difference in Faults, it is a Proof in itfelf, that the
jufiuin &5 equmm, have their Original in the very Na-
sure of Things, and do not arife from Profiz or Conve-
miency. He confutes himfelf yet more plainly after-
wards. Furainventa metn injufli fateare neceffe eft, Tem-
porafi faflofque velis evolvere mnndi. Nec natura poteft
jufto fecernere iniguum, Dividit ut bona diverfis, fugienda
petendis: He then adds, Nec vincet ratio boc, tantamden:
nt peccet, idemque, Qui temeros canles alieni infregeriz
borti, Et qui wollurnns Divam facra legerit.  He means
fomewhat more than barely, that Reafon does »of prove
the Crimes to be the fame ; he means that Reafon does

© See his Search into the Nature of Seciety, from thefe Words, In Mirals
there is mo greater Certainty, &c. p. 379. This was the common Argument
againft the intrinfick Difference of Good and Evil in Gicere’s Time, Sed
perturbat nos Opinionsm Varietas hominimague diffentio: & quia non idem con-
singit in fenfibus, bos natwra cevtos putamus @ illa, que aliis fic, aliis fecus, uec
difdem [emper smo modo videntsrs ficla effe dicimmes, ~ Quod eft linge aliter, &ca

deLeg. L 1.c. 17. P La&, L. 5. ¢. 16,
9Hor. Sat. L. 1. Sat, 3. v. 98.
& Paradox. 3. T'V. g6,
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fhew the contrary, and if Reafon does fhew this Diffe-
rence, the fame Light of Reafon will evince yet more
ftrongly the Difterence between Right and Wrong., It
is impoflible that he who has no Notion of a ftrait
Line, fhould determine which Lines are mof# crooked.
Without fuppofing the firlt, it is abfurd to fay there is
any fuch Thing as the laft,  Adfit regula, {ays he, pecca-
ti5s quee panas irvoget wquas. Nature or Reafon is that
Rule, which as it makes a Difference between Right
and Wrong, fo between the Degrees of Wrong. That,
Jura inventa metx injufti, does not prove at all again(t
this : For befides that, a J#ffxm muft be {uppofed before
the Fear of the contrary could fubfift ; the moft that
can be inferred from it, is, that all Men would not be
prevailed upon to praétile this natural Fzffice, without
the Affiltance of human Laws, or rather Punithments
to obligethem to it.

But among all thefe vile and atheiftical Opinions, we
don’t find that the Profeflors of them ever carried the
Matter {o far, as to think the Praétice of Vice and
Wickednefs for the good of Mankind in general. In-
deed Theodorns and Bioz ' did all they could to recom-
mend them, and to make all Virtues, and efpecially Mo-
deity *, appear odious and contemptible : But then
it was only from the Pleafure that attended the Pra&ice
of Wickednefs, and the natural Indifference between
one A&ion and another. They had not yet difcovered,

that Vice and Rﬂgutr}r were publick Bewnefits ;much lefs

¢ Negue enim ficlera landare fatis veputabant nifi virtutes omnes, & impri-
mis modeffiam, in publicen odiem & comtemptum protrahercut. vid. Parkeri
Difputationes de Deo. p. 21.

u Compare this with p.153. of the Fable, where he is ridiculing the
Simplicity of thofe, who, by the Conwrivance of skilful Moralifts, are
taught to conceal or difguile cheir darling Paffion, Luff. Ok ! the mighty
Prize we have in View for all our Self-deniall Can any Man be [i feviens a5 to

abffain from Langhter; &c.
N do
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do we find any elaborate Treatifes writ to prove {0
monftrous an Opinion. This Difcovery feems to have
been referved for the happy Invention of Englifbmen ;
and from the Creation downward, there has been no
Point of Time more proper for the Difcovery of this
Opinion, than that of the grand Rebellion ; an Opini-
on, to which Men could fo eafily reconcile their hellifh
Praftices. At that Time there were fome who aflerted
roundly, ¢ That the A&s of Lying, Stealing, Cozen-
¢ ing and Defrauding others ; that the Aé&s of Mur-
ther, Adultery, Inceft, Fornication, Uncleannefs,
Sodomy, and Drunkennefs, were not Things in
themfelves fhameful or wicked, but as holy and
righteous as any religious Duties : That all HApPINESS
confifted in the a&ing thefe Things ; and that there was
no fuch Thing really and truly as Unrighteoufnefs or
Sin, but as People judged of them.

It is amazing that thefe comfortable Opinions fhould
not gain more Profelytes. But fo low and infamous
were the Authors of them look’d upon, that Hiltory
has not preferved their very Names to us, and we can
only know that there were fuch Men, by a publick Aék,
that even the Gavernors of thofe Times thought them-
felves obliged to pafls againit all fuch athetflical, blafphe-
mous, and execrable Opinions ¥, with an Aflurance only
in the Preamble that fuch had been lately broached.
And from hence our Author feems to have borrowed
what was wanting in the Syftems of Ariffippus, Theo-
dorus, Bion, Pyrrko, and Sextus Empiricus, towards
compleating that beautiful Plan delivered to us in zbe
Fable of the Bees, 1own itis poflible our Author may
not have gone fo far for thefe Opinions; they have
been copied by feveral Frexch Writers, and, with great

-~ ™~ ™ LT B

-——

W See Jcobell’s Colleltions of Aéts and Ordinances; Angnff 1650,
Skill
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Skill and good Language, fpread through their whole
Works.

The Opinions condemned above were confiftent and
uniform. DBut the Author of the Fable, though in {fome
Places he has defended thefe Notions in the fame Lati-
tude with his Predeceffors, yet has thought it proper,
for Reafons that will appear by and by, to infert {o
many Cautions and Limitations, to fcatter up and down
fuch aukward Excufes for himfelf and his Work,
as the Reader will certainly believe to be as inconfiltent
with his real Opinions, as thefe Opinions are with com=
mon Senfe or Honelty.

It is one of his favourite Opinions, that in e-
very Country there ought to be a Toleration of Pub-
lick Stews, or Temples of Venus. The Magiltrate muft
connive at them, but he mult not encourage them ; he
ought to tolerate them, but ftill continue to abominate
them. And then from the Inftance of Hullazd, he tells
you, the Magiltrates do well, to be always fgucezing
thewm of their immoderate Gains, punifbing thofe necelfary
Profligates, the Bawds and Panders *, and laying them
under all pofiible Marks of Infamy. But furely, if
they do fo much Service to the Publick, it fhould rather
be the Daty of the Magiftrate upon A5 Principles to ¢-
re& Statues to their Honour. For the fame Reafons
that plead for a Zoleration, are equally ftrong for all
poflible Encoxragement that can be fhewn them. The
Reafon he gives why they thould be tolerared, is ¥ to
prevent a much greater Crime, that of Aduoltery. The
more Reputation therefore Stews are in, the lefs Occa-
fion (according to his Scheme) there fhould be for A-
dultery. For a Toleration of thefe Temples of Ve-

e
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mus %y is not, I prefume, upon the fame Foot with g
Toleration of meer fpeculative Errors in Religion,
which it is the Duty of the Magiftrate barely to allow
of, but not to emcomrage. As much as we have heard
of watural Rights of late Years, I don’t remember it
has ever yet been gravely afferted in print, that a Liber-
ty of Whoring comes into the Number of them. If
then it be only the good Policy of the Governors (as a
Means to prevent Adultery) that this Toleration is
owing to, it ought to reach much further, and Whores,
Bawds, and Panders, {o far from being laid under parti-
cular Hardfhips and Difcouragements, ought to be put
upon the fame oot with all other worthy Promoters
of the Commonweal.

Adultery it feems is the Mifchief to be provided a-
gainft, Adnltery then (though it be a very heinous
Crime) is prejudicial to Society. Now if leffer Vices
are to be indulged only as they prevent greater owes, it
would be the Duty of the Magiltrate to extirpate all
fore of Vice ¢ be conld, and by the moft innocent Me-
thods poffible. For if Prevention of Vice be the End
propofed, it is his Duty to prevenz every Degree of it.
But this is contrary to his whole Scheme : for the Ex-
tirpation of Vice and Roguery, is the Evil and Folly
he complains of. He does not, as was obferved juft
now, blame his grambling Hive for taking smproper
Methods to root out Vice, but for rooting it out az al/ ;
that is, for making a rich and thriving Hive to become
an honeft one, and confequently a poor one. What a
fine confiltent Syltem of Ezhicks is this! Whores are
of great Service to a Commonwealth, and yet it is
the Duty of the Magiftrate upon Staze Principles, to
lay Whores and their Keepers under unequal Taxes,

®P.97. The Mufick in thefe Temples of Penms is performed by Or-
gans; &,
Hardfhips,
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Hardfhips and Difcnuragements' All private Vices are
publick Benefits 5 but it is the Duty of the Magiftrate
upon State Priuciples to prevent Adultery, by allow-
ing of Fornication!

It would be tedious to take particular Notice of all
fuch fhuffling Paffages ; thofe that follow will ferve as a
Specimen of the reft.

Rogues are very pernicions to human Society, and e-
very Governmgnt ought to take all imaginable Care to
raot out and deftroy them *. Itfollows in the next Words,
yet if all People were firictly honeft, Smiths and other
Tradefmen would want Employment, and all that depend
upon Vice would ftarve ®. And again, The Moment
Evil ceafes, the Society is [poiled, if not totally diffolv-
ed ©. It feems, it is the Duty of the Magiftrate to zake
all smaginable Care to do, what, if he can do effeixally,
he is fure will ruin his Country.

He is far from enconraging Vice ¢, and yet they are the
worlt of Women, and the molt profligate of their Sex,
that are the moft bf?:fﬁc:mf 3

Players and other diflolute People, Gluttons, Epicures,
Parafites, Pimps, Sharpers, Pickpockets, Coiners, Fortune-
Zellers,and fuch like, are certainly the Bane of civil Soci-
ety®,and yet Evil moral as well as naturalis the folid Bafis,
the Life and Support of all Trades and Employments withons
Exception, the true Origin of all Arts and Sciences 8,

He does not bid Men be vicious ", but he gives them
warning, that the Moment Evil ceafes, the Society muft
be [poiled, if not tatally diffolved *.

He never faid, nor imagined, that Man conld not he
wirtuons as well in a rich and mighty Kiugdom, as in the
moft pitiful Commonwealth ; but he ownws it is his Senfe,

a P, B2 bp, 81. < P. 423. L
e P.250. f P, 49. Lme 1. € P, 423.
b P, 257. Line 20, IP, 428,
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that no Society can be raifed into fuch a rich and mighty
Kingdom, or fo raifed, [abfift in their Wealth and Power
for any confiderable Time, without the Vices of Man *.
That is, in plain Words, he is not fo naughty as to
imagine, that Man could not be virtuous in a rich and
aighty Kingdom, as well as elfewhere ; all his Senfe
is, that it is impoflible it fhould be a rich and mighty
Kingdom where Man is virtuous.

- Though by telling People that Howefly is a mean,
flarving Priuciple ', he has fbewn the Way to worldly
Greatuefs ™, yet he defires o Body to make any Inferen-

ces from them ".

He lays it down as a firft Principle, that in all Soci-
eties, great and fmall, it is the Duty of every Member of
it to be goodyVirtne onght to be encouraged, and Vice
difconntenanced°. Why fbo ? Becaufe no Vice is ever able
to fhake the Conftitution ®. Every Mewber onght to be
goody becaule when every Part is full of Vice, the whole
Mafs will .be a Paradife .

Virtue ought to be cnconraged,andVice difconntenanced,
and yet, Good will [pring ap, and pullulate from Evil as
warurally as Chickews do from Eggs®; thatis, it is the Duty
of the Magiftrate to eacomrage the Breed of Chickens,
but he mult, do all he can, to difcountenance the laying
of Eggs.

"Tis plain then, thefe foftening Expreflions are not
thraft in to explain the reft of his Book (unlefs Contra-
difting be Explaining) but to ferve fome other Purpofe;
Whenever he fhould be charged with the Wickednefs
of his Opinions, though it woald be difficult to defend
thewz, it might be ealy however to quote other Expref=
fions that are very harmlefs, or at worft fuch as are no=~
thing to the Purpofe. This is in faé the common Ufe

-

o L i P, -roY%. m Pz " Pref. p.g.
?PP.E: §5 ¢ P.116. at the Bettowr, T The Iabley p. 9.
K 00, -

he
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he makes of them, in (what he calls) his Vindication.
For Inftance.

He tells you he has been charged with Linpiety, in
afferting, that moral Ewil conftitutes the Happinels of
Mankind, that i¢ #s zbe folid Bafis, &c. Thefe Words,
he owns, are in the Book, and being both innocent and
Zrae, are like to remain there . To prove them inno-
cent, he cites another Paflage, in which he fays, moft
of the ingenious Things Mankind havefound out, have
been to affift their Weakne[s, or fupply their Wants; thaw
which (as he fays of another Place) it muft be owned
nothing can be more harmlefs *. Upon this he breaks out
into a judicious Surprize , baz what Relation has 4l
this to Religion or Infidelizy, more than it has to Naviga-
zion or the Peace in the North *2 Why truly fcarce fo
much : Bat I hope it is not the Readers Fault it is noe
more to the Purpofe. There can be no Harm in af-
ferting, that all buman Happine(s confifls in Roguery,
becaufe if Men could have any Thing brought them only
for wifhing for,and could be carried over the World upon
a Pegafus, there would be no Occafion for Shipping
or Poft-Chaifes. 1z is from the Neceffities of Men that
Trades arife ¥; for as he very well obferves, if there
were no Wants, how could they be fupplied *? After
this with what becoming Infolence does he look down
upon Mankind, and bid them, in the next Words, not
meddle with Books above their Sphere ¥ ?

He is {o confident, that this will pafs with the cour-
teous Reader for a fufficient Defence of himielf and
his Opinions, that he can’t help talking in Triumph o-
ver his Adverfary, and pointing out the future Honours
that fhall be paid to his Work. The offenfive Paflage

T P. 464. tP. 468, u P, 466, v P, 4f7,

X P. 424. Whillt we are employed in fupplying the infinite Variety of
our Wanrs.

¥ P. 467,
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is to remain there i# all future Impreffions *. No doubt
on’t ; he feels all the Pleafure as well as Uneafinefs
of his Friend Horace®. He writes to late Pofterity,
Ego poftera crefcam laude recens ; and all People of
Knowledge and Education ©, of elevated Minds °, of
great Probity and Virtue, and unqueftionable good Senfe *,
will continue to read his Book with frefh Pleafure. He
fees Immortality in his Work ; for as he is fazisfied iz
bas diverted Perfons of unqueftinnable good Senfe already,
heis iu no Fear that it will ever ceafe to do o',

He s fenfible that any Defence of Vice and Wickednefs,
more ingenious it is, the more mifchievous it is; there-
fore with Regard to any good, well-meaning Men that
may complain of his Book, he is {o kind as to promife,
that he wonld never quarrel with the Man who fboutd
zell bim it might as well bave been let alone ; yet be al-
ways thought (and with very good Reafon too) 22 would
pleafe Men of any tolerable Tafle, and not be eafily
bojis,

After this it is odds but the Reader agrees with him
in the Words that immediately follow, that his Fauizy
be could never congquer fo well as conld be wifbed  ; and
yet after all, how does he know but it might be that very
Vanity that diverted the Perfonshe means ?

o

& Pl 45 L]
b P, ggg, I felr all the Unealinels my Friend Horace complains of, &,

¢ P.467.

d P_J;??g_ T write not to many, nor feek for any Well-withers, but g-
mong the few that— hive their Minds elevated above the Vulgar. See the
whole Paffage. The inf;tmulus Vanini (who we fhall bear by and by died a
Martyr for Atheilin) made juff fuch another Speeck for bimfelf and hbis Opinions,
Qug a me firibuntur, quo & VLo [unt vomotiora; ¢ propinguiora calummig,

¢ P, oaby,

e .;1;3 468, Such as iris; I am fatished tharic has diverted Perfons of grear
Probity and Virtue, and ungueftionable good Senfe ; and T am in no fear that
it will ever ceafe to do fo whilft it is read by fuch.

g P. 472, 1 would never quarrel with the Man who fhould tell me thar it
might as well have been let alone ; yer 1 always thoughe it would pleafe
Men of any tolerable Taifte; and not be ¢alily loft,

b P 472,
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If the Reader would know upon what it is hegrounds
his Hopes, what are the particular Excellencies of the
‘Work that give him this pleafing Prolpe&, let him take
them as the Author has pointed them out with great E-
loquence himfelf., Whoever has been ufed to run over the
Advertifements at the end of our weekly Papers, can’t
-be unacquainted with the Stile, for it is-writ in the true
Spirit of a Quack Bill.

After having affured the Reader that the Fable .:af the
Bees was defigned for the Entertainment, not of the
Vulgar, but of People of Kuowledge and Education, he
goes on, It is a Book of fevere and exalted Moralizy,
that contains a flrict Teft of Virtue, an infallible Touch-
Srone to diftinguifh the real from the counterfeited, and
Jhoews many Aétions to be fanlty that are palmed upon the
World for good cnes: It deferibes the Nature and Symp-
toms of buman Paffions, deteéls their Force and Difgui-
fes 5 and traces Self:love in its darkeft Receffes; I might
Jafely add (that is, if his Modefty would let him) beyond
any other Syftem of Ethicks',

He had before acquainted the Reader with his .&blh-
ties for this great Work. In Page 118. he fays, with
an afle¢ted Modefty, that be bas feen fomething of the
World, which he explains afterwards in a Stile more
natural to him, I have fearched through every Degree
and Station of Men*. Again, The fhort-fighted Valgar
1a the. Chain of Canfes [eldom can [ee further than one
Link'. Then with a pretty Variety of Expreflion, in-
timates to you, how different his ownCafe is from that of
the Vulgar ; that he, by gazszg much (not on the Chain of
Caufes, but) on the Profpect of concatenated Events, is
arrived to that Perfeétion, that he can plainly fze Good
Jpring up and pullulate from Evil, exaétly in the manner

P 467.. k P, 163, tP, 89,
Q the
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the celt of the World fee Chickens pallulate from Eggr,
or painted Butterflies grow out of ill-favoured Mag-
gots ¢ That he has acquired great Skill in anatomizing
the invifible Part of Man™, and that he canfee a Man
‘think, and tell you what he thinks, or very near it, a5
plainly as be can fee the Nofe in his Face "

'After all this the Reader will be furprized to find he
could humble himfelf fo far as to put his Parts and A-
‘bilities upon a Level with thofe of ' Montaigne. It was
faid of Montaigne that be was pretty well verfed 1n the
Defelts of Mankind, but nnmacquainted wizh the Excel-
lencies of buman Nature: If I fare no worfe I fball think
myfelf well wfede. 1 have heard of fome low Retain-
ers to Weftminfler-Hall, who are remarkable for un-
derftanding only the wrozg fide of the Law. Under-
Ttanding the wrozg Side of human Nature feems to be
a Charalter of the fame Kind.  You fee he has a great
Mind to pafs for fuch another as Montaigne. He knew
he had but one Chance for it, and that was by pilfering
from him wherever he had an Opportunity. This he
has done with no f{paring Hand. ' So that his Book in
many Places isindeed very like Montaigne’s, a perfeé
‘Alter Idem. NIr. Bayle has been extreamly ufeful to' him
inthe fame manner. Mr. Efp»i¢? too he has been mighty
free with; and very often Rochefocanlt 5. So that the
Authcr of this infallible Tonchflone, this new Syffem of
Ethicks, beyond any other, will come out to be very lit-
tle more than a Retailer Df other Meins Impieties, and
that fometimes at the third and fourth Hand.

But who is this penetrating Genius, that his Ambiti-
on and Vanity put him upon thinking he refembles 3

mP. 153,

B P. 409. I have feen a Man think all' this, or fomething like ir, a2
plainly, as I could fee the MNofein his Face,

o Pref, p. 3 and 4. » P.Mr. Efpric’s la fanffetedes Vertus bumaines.

q Moral Refl:-&ions,
ﬂ’ h‘i".
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Why, but an entertaining Trifler at beft, and very oft-
en not that. There appears perhaps at firlt fighta Va-
riety of Knowledge and Reading in his Works. The
Reafon is, that other Writers are contgnt to give you
as much of their Knowledge, as is to the prefent Pur-
pofe. This Author tells you all that he knows, and all
he thinks, not upon zhat Subjecf, but at that Time,
without taking it for any Objeétion that it ferves to no
Purpofe at all. -

‘The taxing him with lmpiety, puts me in mind of
another Piece of Vanity of his, more infufferable than
any that has been yet taken Notice of. The Fable of
the Beesis not only a very ingenious, clever, learned
Piece, that mult pleafe Men of any tolerable Tafte, and
ot be eafily loft* : But what is ufing the Reader lill
worfe, he fays, you muit confider it as a very virtuous,
good, and pious Treatife, as a Book of fevere and ex-
alted Morality, that bas diverted Perfons of Probity, as
well as unqueftionable good Senfe *.

Both thefe Charalters he infilts uvpon, and the great
Merit due to him upon both Accounts, he difplays to
you in the following Paffage.  After having faid that he
writes to thofe who bave their Minds elevated above the
Vulgar *, be goes on ; If I have fbewn the Way to
worldly Greatnefs, I bave always, without Hefitation,
preferred the Road that leads to Virtue *. 'The meaning
is this. ¢ Tho’ I have in the foregoing T'reatife hewn
¢ myfelf greatly skill’d in State Affairs,by pointing out to
¢ Magiftrates and Politicians ¥ the Way that will infal-
¢ libly carry a Society to the higheft Pitch of worldly
¢ Greatnefs, yet (fuch is my Regard to Virtue) I have
¢ bid them beware how they follow thefe Maxims ;
¢ though I have demonftrated, that Poverty is the ne-

e
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¢ ceffary Effeét of Virtue, as Wealth and Grandenr are
¢ the Confequence of well-praétifed Roguery, yet I
¢ don’t bid Mén be vicious ; on the ather Side, I have
¢ always bid them prefer that farving Principle of Ho-
“ mefty to any Confiderations of Riches or worldly
¢ Greatnefs. There is not a Line in the Book that con-
¢ tradills this Dollriue, and I defy my Eneimies to dif-
 prove s¢*."  'Who would have thought fo great and
fo good a Man could have had any Enemies at all ?
But fince fuch there are; who are probably malicious
enough to deny that zhe Fable of the Bees, at leaft, can
entitle him to cither Part of the Charaéter, if he would
allow me to advife him, he fhould compound the Mat-
ter with them, and drop one of thefe Pretenfions for
the better Security of the other.

If then, in Compliment to the Authot’s Parts, it
fhould be fuaid that he was drawn iunto the Inconfiften-
cics mentioned before, from the fear of defending his:
Opinions in that Latitude in which they were firft
broached; yet even in this View he is extremely unhap-
py in his Conduét, (as indeed he is feldom confiftent in
any thing;) for in fome Places he has afferted what a-
mounts to as much, and in others has exalted his Scheme
to a flill greater Height.

¢ That the Aéls of- Lying, Stealing, Coufening and
¢ Defrauding others, the Aés of Murder, Adultery,
‘ Inceft, Fornication, Uncleannefs, Sodomy, Drun-
“ kennefs , &¢. were not Things in themfelves
‘- thameful or wicked; but as People judged of them,
“ were the Opinions afferted long ago. ® In his
Search into the Nuture of Society, be fays, he
Jhall examine iuto the Reality of the pulchram &
honclum, zhe To zaaor #hat the Ancients have talked

N
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of fo much, The meaning of this is to 4 ifenfs whe-
ther there be a real Worth and Excellency in things, a
Pre-eminence of one above another ¥ ; this he determines
in the Negative. For as the p::f:érﬂm &5 boneflum de-
pend entirely upon Opinion, the bunting after them is
mot mach better than a wild Goofe-Chafe that is bur
little to be depended upmm®. But the Difappointment
you will meet with in this Hunt, 7s ot the greateft Faulz
be finds with iz, No doubt but the Hunt itfelf is mif-
chievous; any Enquiry into Virtue and Honefty is of
dreadful Confequence. Upon what Scheme of Princi-
pPles then is it that he has always, without Hefization,
preferred the Road that leads to Virtue?

It being the Intereft then of the very worft of them,
more than any, to preach up Publick-[piritednefs, that they
might reap the Fruits of the Labour and Self-denial of o-
thers, and at the fame Time indulge their own Appetites
with lef[s Difturbance, they agreed with the refl, to call
every thing, which, without Regard to the Publick, Man
Joould commit to gratify any of bis Appetites, VICE
and to give the Name of VIRTUE to every Performance,
by which Man, contrary to the Impulfe of Nature,
Jhonld endeavonr the Benefit of others, or the Congueft of
bis own Paffions out of a rational Ambition of being
good*. What a Heap of abfurd Impiety is here! *Tis
not enough that the firft Notions of Virtue were ftarted
to ferve the ambitious Purpofes of Politicians ®, but
the wery worft of Men, the greatelt Rafcals of their
kind, muft join in carrying on the moral Cheat. Z%at
Virtue and Vice were in their own Nature indifferent,
had been afferted before; he muft improve upon this,
and tell you, that Vice is preferable to Virtue, becaufe

il
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Virtue is contrary to the very Impulfe of Nature. Af-
ter all this it is ealy to underftand his Sneer, that Peo-
ple a& contrary to this Impulfe of Nature, out of a ra-
tional Ambition of being good. But to prevent all Pof-
fibility of Miftake, he has explained himfelf at large in
another Place. 0h! the mighty Prize we bave in View
for all our Self-denial! Can any Man be [o ferious as to
abflain from Laughter, when he confiders that for fo
much Deceit and Infincerity praélifed upon our felves as
well as others, we have no other Recompence than the
vain Satisfallion of making onr Species appear more ex-
alted and remote from that of other Animals, than it re-
ally is 3 and we 1n onr Confeiences know ittobe? and yet
he, good Man ! is apt to bow down to Virtue, when he
meets with fuch fair luflances of Self-demial ¢. All
the Recompence a DMan bhas of a virtwons Ation, is
the Pleafure of deing ity which moft People reckon but
poor Pay °,aud what is worfe, it feems, they are cheated
even in that, and are paid in falfe Coin ; forthe Pleafure
they receive is the arranteft Jeft in Nature. And yetin
all he has faid, he has preferred the Road that leads to
Virtune! '

To guard againft any immoral Inferences that might
be drawn from his Principles, as if he were an Encou-
rager of Vice, he tells you, he does noz fay that the par-
ticular Members of Society who are guilty of amy Vices
Jliould not be continually reproved, or wot be punifbed for
them when they grow imts Crimesf. The Diltin&ion
between Vices and Crimes is fomewhat new, and truly
worthy fuch @ Book of fevere and exalted Moralizy. The
meaning is this 5 let Men be as vicious as they will, it

f F-. If;; IT"gf‘- d 111- ]'!‘.;4! = Pil 245+

* Prer. p. g, Of the famie kind isthat Expreflim in p. 255. and repeated in bis
Defince, p. 470, that Vice ought to be diftomnicnaneed; the Laws obeyeds
and the Tranigreflors punifhed, . .
2 .
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is the Duty of the Magiltrate only to reprove them
(and why it fhould be his Duty to do even that, is as
hard to guefs) but never to pzaifl them till they com-
mit fome Crime againft the State ; for Vices are {o far
from being Crimes agamﬂ the Smte that they are puj-
lick Benefits.

But when he came to apply his Maxim to the Go-
vernment and People of England ¢, he thought perhaps
it would be too fhocking to go about proving to them,
that 20 be wicked and 20 be happy meant the fame thing,
thﬂugh this is certainly included in the other. He durlt
not write diftin& Effays to prove, rhat the A5 of Mur-
ther, Adultery, Inceft, Sodamy, &c. were the Things hu-
man Happinefs confilted in : But he has endeavoured
to fhew, that the lefs enormous Vices of Pride », Ly-
ury ', Extravagance %, Extortion ', Pilfering, Rob-
bing, Houfe-breaking ™, Lewdnefs », 5. are highly
beneficial : That wu:huut the Vices c-f' Man, no Soci-
ety can become great or flourifhing, nor continue fo °!
He thinks he has demonftrated, that Evil, wmoral as well
as watural, is the folid Bafis ?, E_')’: And to encourage
the Pra&r;ce of it, tells }rou, that 7o Vice is ever
able to ﬁ"a’rﬁe the Conflitution ® ; nay that the very Re-
verfe is true; for the Moment Evil ceafes, the Society
r’ﬂﬂﬁ be fpaffed if mot totally diffelved *.

But if the Reader fhould not think thefe fufficient
Intimations of his meaning, he muft have Recourfe to
the Fable itfelf, where every Line will explain it. As
this is only an Allegory in which he is more at Liber-
ty, it is the likelieft Place to find his real Opinions,
Now the Hive, whofe Happinefs he propofes as a Pat-
tern for the People of England to endeavour ar, were

T
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fo exceflively wicked, that it was -'smphﬂ'biﬂ fo ripe‘d
all their Frawnds ', DBut in fhort =

_—-E*arery Part was full of Vice,
And the whole Mafs a Paradife *.

The Author judged very right, when he thaught it
would be fufpelted, that zbe Reimarks were not writ for
the Fable, but the Fable zo :mrqa’mc the Remm-h M and
to ferve as a Key to them. . Indeed the Fable rtfﬂlf' JStQO
wretched a Performance to defervea Cummem;w |

When mioral Virtue has mqt with fuch Ufage from
him, it is no wonder Religlon fhould not fare better at
his Hands. It is indeed a much.Iefs Crime, net only
againtt his fellow Creatures, but the Divine Being itfelf,
to burlefque or deny Revelannn, than to root up angd
deftroy the firlt Principles of Virtue and Goodnefs, to
decry Morality as the Invention of the worf of Men
for the better Indulgence of lheu Lﬂﬂ.l' ,as the Offspring
of Flattery begot upon Pride *, or in mher Words the
Offspring of Roguery begot upon Folly; or at belt as
an Engine of State to ferve the. Purpofes of Amb,umn
and to mal{e Slaves of Mankind *; to fay there is no
fuch Thing in reality as any p#!cémm Dy .Ermg?i‘hrm, no
real Worth and Excellencyin Thlngs no Pre-eminence
of one above another *; but that all depends upon- the

Mode

P, T R el
E = ﬂ-J

TP, tPsaﬂf “Pref 8. ik L=

% P, 34.—The very worft o rhcm—ﬂ:lat l.'hE}r mighe i their oW
Appetites wich lels Difturbance—agreed, &

X P, 37. The moral Virtues are thc political Offspring wh‘ie:h Flatbér?
begot upun Pride.

Y P. 33. The firlt Rudiments of Morality— were chiefly mnmved ‘that the
Ambitious might reap the more Benefic fmm_-. and govern vaft Humbe[s
with greater Eafe and Security.

¢ The Foundation of Religion lies in that Difference between the A&i
of Men, which diltinguilhes them into good, evil, indifferent. Fm‘:f;

15 fuch a Difference there muft be Religion; & contra. The Re fon of
trive dglineared, p. 7. -And Tadly in the fame manner makes it tobe the unqr
poflible
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Mode and Fafhion® To point out the temporal In-
conveniencies (which he knew to be the likelieft Mo-
tives to perfuade) the Ruin, the Poverty, and all the
mifchievous Confequences, thar, he fays, muft attend
the general Practice of Virtue®, to ridicule the anly
Rewaids he thinks are due to it, to reprefent them as
below the Notice or Purfuit of wife Men, and fit only
for Madmen and Cullies <: I fay, to do all this (which
the Reader, by confulting the Pages referred to, may
fee 1 have not endeavoured to exaggerate) muft cer-
tainly have a greater Share of Guilt, than ridiculing or
oppofing particular Paflages in Scripture, or even deny-
ing the Truth of Revelation itfelf. Buc he can'doboth
thefe, and more than thefe.

+ We aretold in Geaefis, that God faid to Man as foon
as he was created, Have DoMINION over the Fifb of the
Sea, and over the Fowl of the Air, and over every hving
thing that moverh upow the Earth ¢, But this it feems is
falfe : For whar Nature defigns, flie executes.— If Jhe bad
tntended that Man, as Man from a Superiority of Spe-
cies, fhould LorD iz ever all other Anirnals, the Tiger,
way. the Whale and the Eagle, would have obeyed bis Voice®.
How little Learning or Philofophy demolifhes the Bi-
ble! Mofes’s Account of the Creation can’t be true ;
for you may whiltle to Tigers, Whales, and Eagles as

poffible Foundation of Morality, Non opinsene [¢d matsra confiitntnm effe jus,
de Leg. L. 1. ¢ 10. For (as he fays afterwards) Si natnra “confirmatnra jus
rioni erif, virtstes ounes tollantuy, ——==Etigm in Deas coremtonie, religionefams
foilmnttr. Co 15, J ;

" & P.373. And again, after [aying that it is impoffible to decide what in
Point of Drefs is hand{omeft, abftra&t from the Mode in Being, whether
Eeards and Whiskers, or (haved Faces, narrow-brim’d Hars, or Emad, great
Butrons or little ones, ke faysy 10 ps 379. in Morals there is no greater Cere
arnty.

b g& the Fable icfelf, and p. 428 and p. 105. like Honefty, a mean, flarys
ing Virrue. B
<P, 153. Oh! the mighry Prize we have in View for all our Self-denial,

4 Gen. . v v. 28, *P. 195% T
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long as you pleafe, and yet they will neither fight for
you, carry Merchandize, nor go of your Errands.
Fortior eft qui fe quam qui fortiffima vincit moenia, is 2
Maxim that could not efcape his Notice, when he was
ridiculing the Motives to Virtue. It fhews the Rogue-
sy of Politicians, and the great Folly of the People, 70
make a continnal War with themfelves for the good of
others, upont no other View, than the filly Fleafure a-
sifing from the Conqueft of their own Paffions °. He feems
to have had a double Pleafure in this Ridicule. Befides
the common one of overturning a Maximn the old mo~
ral Philofophers had given into, he had an Opportu-~
nity of burlefquing Solomon for the fame Obfervation .
He will poflibly fay in his Defence, that he had not
this Text of Scripture in view. DBe it fo; the Reader
will, doubtlefs, make all fuch Allowances for him,
where he has an Opportunity of fhewing his Candour
with Safety to common Senfe. But at the fame Time
he will expe&, I am afraid, that the Author fhould ju-
ftify his Innocence, by retraéting all thofe Opinions that
he finds fo contradiéted in Scripture. But alas! this
would be to deftroy that Work that is to laft for ever.
It makes a good Flourifh at the end of a Book to pro-
mife to recant, to beg Pardon of the offended Publick, to
burn his Book openly, if in the whole of it there is to be
found the leaft Tittle of Blafphemy or Prophanencfs, or
any Thing tending to Immorality, or the Cﬁrrﬂpnan of
Manners 5. But to comply with this Promife is ex-
gremely dii’ﬁculr Such a Congueft over his Vanity
(confidering the Mightinefs of the Adverfary he hasto en«
counter) might indeed be equal to that of zaking a Cizy.

XV ?1. He that is flow to Anger, is bester than the Migh iy ; ang ke
that releth bis Npivity than be that taketh a City,

After
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After he has faid, that iz Morals there is nogreater Cer-
zainty, than there is in determining which is the hand-
fomeft Fafhion, to wear Beards, or no Beards, narrow
brim’d Hats, or broad ones, great Buttons, or finall *;
he proceeds to tell you it is pretty much the fame as to
Religion. Which is the beft Religion? is a Queftion that
has caufed more Mifchief than all other Queftions to-
gether. Ask it at Peking, a¢ Conftantinople, and at
Rome, and you'll receive three diftin Anfwers extreme-
ly different from one another, yet all of them equally po-
fitive and peremptory *. So it feems the Pagan, the Ma-
hometan, and the Chriftian Religion are alike true or
falfe, and depend only upon the Fafhion of the Place,
or the Bigottry of their feveral Profeflfors.  And it is in-
this Senfe he intends it then, that zbe Worfbip of the
Goddefs Diana is ouT of Fasmion at prefent . 1fthe
Reader fhould think there is {lil] room left for his being
a very good Proteflant, fince he has only condemned Pa-
ganifin, Mahometifim, and Popery, what Pity it is he
thould have added, that it is the fame as to zhe feveral
Selts of Chriftians, who, if vou enquire, which is the
true Charch of Chrifi? will all of them zell yox it is
their’s, and to convince you, go together by the Ears !
Then follow the Words, in which he fays, all fuch
Enquiries are not much betrer than awildGuofe Chace, &,

After all it muft be allowed him, we have many good
Proteftants among us, who are not of a»y Seétof Chri-
ftianity whatever; who are very fuccefsful in pleading
their Merit on the one Account, after they have lain a-
fide all Pretences to the other. This may feem ftrange
to anignorant Reader; but the Times, welive in, afford
much Matter of Wonder and Amazement.

-.'i‘P' S?GJ 3??1. i P-I ;? - K 3.-.'.1. IP' 33:}'

P2 He



( 108 )

He fays by Way of Apology for his Book, that be
[peaks neither of Fews nor Chriftians, but Man ignorant
of the true Deity . He mult mean by this, that he
kuows his Opinions are not true, if the Jewith, the
Chriftian Religion, or the Being of a God itfelf be true;
for elfe his Apology is impertinent. What Ruins is
this Work of exalted Morality built upon? But ic is a
Misfortune feveral of his Apologies lye under; that bexy
fides their being avkward and unnatural, they expole
the Guiltof his Opinions in a more glaring manner.

He expeéls, he fays, afull-wouthed Cry againit him;
what! has God wnever punifbed and defiroyed great Nati-
ons for their Sins? Yes (fays the Author) but not without
Means, by infatuating their Governors, and [uffering them
t0.depart from either all or fome of thefe general Maxiias
1 have mentioned™. The chief gencral Maxim is, Private
Vices Publick Benefits. This is what he propofes to Magi-
- {lratestodireétthemin the Government of a Society  So
that whenever God punifhes a Nation for their Sins, it
is by infatuating their Governors, and fuffering them to
depart from this Rule. God’s Method to curfe a Peo-
ple for their Fices is to make them wirtzons, which of
all others he thinks muft be the greateft Curfe, becaufe
it makes them poor. Is it the want of Religion here, or
of common Senfe, that the Reader wonders at moft 2
If he means only his particular Maxims relating to
Trade, &c. the Sum of his Divinity is this; whenever
a People make themfelves Rogwes, the only means God:
has to punifh them by, is to make them Fools. Fa iy

That there is no fuch Thing as Virtue or Vice, but
as Men were pleafed arbitrarily to fix thofe Names up-
on particular A&ions, as it ferved their Ambition or

=3

- L Introduétion, ad p. 37. m P, 116, 117, n P, 469.
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Roguery ©, is what he was to prove in the philofophical
Part of his Treatife. The Truth of this he will fhew
in a particular Inftance. There is no Merit in faving an
sanocent Babe ready to drop into the Fire: The Aftion is
neither good nor bad *.  Onthe other Hand we find, that
to be kind to one another, tender hearted 3, being pitiful,
and baving Compaffion one of another *, are the Precepts
of the New Teftament ,and that He does but deceive hims=
felf in his Pretences to Religion, who, when he fzezh
bis Brother bave need, fhutieth up bis Bowels of Compaf-
Sion from him *.  That to love thy Neighbour as thy felft
is the principal Duty of focial Life. And our Saviour
trom the Inflance of the good Samaritan tells us, that
this Compaffion to our Brother, this Loveto our Neigh-
bour, is to be underftood of all Mankind, That it is
not confined to Relations, or Friends, Countries, or
Opinions, but extends itlelf to all Men in Diltrefs, or
that need our Afliltance. A certain Man went down
from Jerufalem #o Jericho, and fell ameng Thieves, which
[ftripped bim of his Rayment, and wonnded hivz, and de-
parted, feawiﬁg bhimm balf dead. It feems {everal People
pafs’d by without being at all affe€ted with fo melan-
choly an Object. At laft a good-natured Samaritan, as
be journeyed, came where he wasy and whew be faw him,
be had Compaffion on bimy, &c.  Our Savivur could not
be unacquainted with the Motives to this charitable Ac-
tion; he mull know that all the Workings of Nature,
and a fellow-feeling with this poor Wretch in his Di-
ftrefs, mufl needs give the good Samaritan fome Pain,
and that that Pain might have fome Share in his gene-
rous Behaviour: And yet our Saviour does not fcruple
to determine this Action to be a goodone, and therefore

°P. 33 34 7P 42, 9 Ephefll iv. 32, ¥ 3 Per.iii. 5.
£1 j’ul‘ir it 17, f Luke %. 27.
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propofes it to the Lawyer as a Pattern for him to imi-
tate ; go and do thon likewife *.

By the Way, the Reader will obferve, that what the
Author fays to explain away the Goodnefs of fuch Ac-
tions, makes again(t what he is endeavouring to prove.
His Bufinefs is to make human Natare appear as vile as
poflible ; aud therefore in this Inllance he would tell
you, that zhe Aéfion is neither good mor bad; and what
Benefit foever the poor Wretch recesved, the Samaritan
only obliged himfelf ; for to have let him lain there, and
not ffrove to relieve himywonld bave canfed a Pain, which
Self- Prefervatian compelled him to prevent®. (He means
Self-Love, or a Care to avoid the Uneafinefs arifing
from a fellow-feeling with others in their Diftref(s, im-
planted in our Nature,) But certainly it fhews the Ex-
cellency, not the Imperfeflion of our Make, that we
are naturally formed with Inclinations bepeficial to o-
thers, which the utmeft Lengths in Wickednefs can ne-
ver quite efface or deftroy ¥ : According to that of
Fuvenal, molliffima corda humano generi dare [e natura
fatetur, que Lacrymas dedst. Hec nofiri pars optima
fenfus. And again, Nature imperio gemimus, cuin
terra clanditur infans *,

By reprefenting Compaffion as prevailing in the worlt
as well as the beft of Men, the Author would fain in-
fer, that the Principle itfelf is a Weaknefs and Blemifh
in our Nature. But furely this dealer in Paradox would
not gravely impofe it upon the World, that Highway-
men, Houfe-breakers, and Murderers, are as compafli-
onate as the relt of Mankind. One would think they
muft have {lifled in a2 good Meafure their patural Pity

e

ELuk. x. 37. uP.43.

¥ P. 284, He is f[pealing of a Sow's devonring a Child, An Highwayman,
an Houfe-breaker, or 2 Murderer could feel Anxieties on fuch an Oc-
galion.

X &, 15, v, 131; &4
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2nd Tendernefs, before they could well enter upon
fuch bloody Employments. .Compaffion is another
Word for Humanity, and accordingly the good Chremes
thought ita fufficient Reafon for interpofing his Advice,
and endeavouring to remove the Mifery he faw his
Neighbour daily bring upon himfelf, to fay Hownro fum .
Husmani nibil a me alienum puto¥. Fuvenal has copied
the {fame Sentiment from him: and as he makes a fel-
low-feeling with others in their Misfortunes, one great
Charaéeriftick to diftinguith Mankind from the Brute
Creation ; {0 he tells you the belt and moit virtuous z-
mong them have the greateft Share of it %  But furely
there does not want fuch Authorities to prove Humani-
ty to be a Virtue.

The Cafe in fhort is this. There is as little compleat
Wickednels in the World, as there is Perfe&@ion in
Goodnefs. The worlt of Men have fome good Qua.
lities, which let the reft of their Lives be what they
will, will now and then break out and appear in their
A&tions. Now thefe good Qualities are not the lefs
good Qualities in themfelves, or the lefs to be called
Virtues, becaufe a Man, otherwife bad, poflefles them.
For inftance, Piety to Parentsis notthe lefs a Virtue,
becaufe it may chance that a Highwayman has relieved
his Parents in Diftrefs ; nor (to put it yet ftronger)
would be the lefs a Virtue in itfelf, though it fhould
chance that a Man robb’d for this very Purpofe. For if
all his other Qualities were an{werable to this Regard to
his Parents, he would not have robb’d, but have aéted
in all Things like a good Man. And thofe good Qua-
lities he does poilefs, don’t change their Nature, becaufe
they are accompanied with others unlike themfelves :

¥ Ter. Heaur, A&, 1. 5. 1.

L Sat. 1§, v. 130, Ewis enin Lon s mme———yila alicna 025 crecat mala? Sa-
parm! oo noy 4 Srece mutorim, ' :

much
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much lefs do the fame Qualities ceafe to be good in ano-
ther Man, becaufe in ¢his Man they are joined to Qua-
lities that are bad.

We find in Scripture, that God has promifed (who is
faithful, and will perform it) that he will not fuffer
them who depend upon him te be tempted beyond their
Strength, but will, in cafe of Temptation and Perfecu-
tion, give them fuch extraordinary Afliltance, as to
enable them to bear it *. And this is no more than
what we areaffured of from the whole Tenor of the New
Teftament. We are likewile commanded to offer up
our Prayers and Supplications continuaily to this Pur-
pofe. Now it would be highly irrational to fuppofe,
that God Almighty fhould command us to implore his
Affitance, when we are perfecuted for his Name’s
Sake, if he were refolved (notwithftanding our Com-
pliance with his Commands) to leave us to depend con-
ftantly upon our natural Strength, and in no Inftance
to afford us any other Affiltance than what he vouch-
fafes to the greatelt Profligate, to the Wretch who fuf-
fers for his open Defiance of bis Power and Being.
Again, we are aflured how bleflfed they are, who are
thus perfecuted for Righteoufiiefs Sake ®; we are told
what infinite Blifs is prepared in Heaven to reward fuch
Conlftancy; that it-ought to be Matter of exceeding Joy
to us, to have an Opportunity put into our Hands of
making ourfelves thus acceptable to God<, And ac-
cordingly we read of {everal in Seriprare who had fuffered
for their Faith; as we know there were many thoufands
after thofe Books were writ, who defied the cruel In-
ventions of Tyrants and Executioners, and died with
all the Joy, Alacrity, and Perfeverance their Mafter
had required of them. DBut this ufallible Touch ove,

¥ 1 Cor.x. 13 ¥ Matt. v. 10, ¢ Ver 1z. and Jam. i 2.
0
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zo diftinguifb the real from the counterfeited, that fhews
many Actions to be fanlty that are palmed upon the World
for good omes 4, can give a much beiter Account what
this wonderful Conftancy was owing to. He cannoz
but admire at the § :'mpﬁri{y of fome good Men, who when
they bear of the Joy and Alacrity with which holy Men
it Perfecution have [uffered for their Faith, imagine thas
Juch Conftancy muft exceed all human Force, unlefs it was
fupported by [ome miraculons Affiftance from Heaven-©.
What was it then that fupported them ? Arrant Pride
and firm Conftitution®. What Reafon has he for thi¢
impious Charge ? Why, there bave been Men, who only
affifted with Pride and Conftitution to maintain the worft
of Canfes, have undergone Death and Torments with as
miach Chearfulnefs as the beft of Men, animated with
Piety and Devotion, ever did for the true Religion 5. If
thefe Expreffions did not border quite fo near upon
Blafphemy, the Reader could not find in his Heart tobe
angry with fuch a Reafoner. He can’t but admire ac
the Simplicity of thofe, who think holy Men in their
Martyrdom were affifted from Heaven: For(fays he) fince
the worlt of Men, aflifted only with Pride and Conftitn-
tion, have fuffered as chearfully as the beft of Men,
animated (#zot with Pride or Conflitution) but with
Piety and Devotion ; therefore it was P;iu‘e and Con-
ftitution that aflifted them both, and carried them to that
Pitch of Self-demial®™. Or has he a Mind to come off, by
owning at once,thatby Prety and Devotion he means Pride
and Conftitution? But even this would not quite fervethe
Purpofe. For then it will be, that Pride and Conftitution
will do as much as Pride and Conftitution. In fhort,
the meaning is this, that Pride and Conftitution have
gone as far in fupporting fome Men in the worft of

s P, ¢67. € P.237. f Ibid. £ Ibid, b Ibid,
Caufes
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Caufes (that of Atheifin) as in animating others in
what the World calls a better Caufe, that of the Chrifli-
an Religion. So horrid a meaning, thecharitable Reader
will give him leave to difavow, when he fhews any o-
ther confiltent Senfe in the whole Paragraph.

~ To prove this lalt Affertion, ne conld produce many In-
[Rances ; but one or two will be [ufficient. Sufficient,in-
deed, they will be found to fhew his own Malice and
Ignorance. Vawini, Fordanus Bruno, and one Mahoimnet
Effendi, fuftered Death in the Caufe of Azheifin '. And
thefe three, with our Author tolead them on, fhall rout
the whole Army of Martyrs and Confeflors, with all
the Saints, Evangelifts, aud Apoftles at the Head of
them. His Suggeftion may go even beyond Apoltles,
for ovght he has faid to reftrain it. But it is too fhock-
ing to tollow him.

If by way of Excufe he fhould fay, he confines his
Obfervation to the three Inftances mentioned, and o-
thers who have really fuffered in the worft of Caufes;
this would direftly contradiét what he fet out with.
For furely he does not think, that thefe coop Mex,
whofe Simplicity ke admires at, mean Vanini, Fordanus
Bruno,&c. when they {peak ot the boly Men who have fuf-
fered for the Faith. 1f fo, indeed their Simplicity might
well be &dmired at. No, they were the primitive Mar-
tyrs, the firt Puoblithers of the Gofpel, who were not
Jupported by any miraculons Affiftance from Heaven, but
by their own Pride and firin Conflitutions.
~ If his Bigottry to Irreligion did not blind him, it
would havebeen eafly for him to account (in fome Mea-
fure) for this Patience and Conftancy of Martyrs in
their fuffering for the Faith, even by common and na-
tural Means, without fuppofing much Firmuefs of Con~

i See the Index for Vanin:.
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fitution, or one Jot of Pride to fupport them. We
find from every Day’s Experience, that even the moft
imprudent and thoughtlefs Part of Mankind, are con-
. tent now and then to poftpone a prefent Pleafure to
fomewhat in Reverfion ; and even fometimes to un-
dergo a little prefent Uneafinefs and Pain, to obtain a
very great Advantage afterwards. What Fatigue won’t
fome Men fubmit to, to promote their Fortune, and
what Pains won’t they contentedly undergo, to recover
and eftablith their Health ¢ In fhort, Wifdom itfelf is
thought to confift in having a View to {uch futare Ad-
vantages. Now he may depend upon it, there are
Men in the World who really think that this Ecernity
of BIlifs is a greater Reward for the Pains undergone
in Perfecution, than the greateft temporal Advantage is
for the Trouble Men take in the Purfuit of it ; who do
fincerely reckom, zhat the Sufferings of this prefent Time,
are not worthy to be compared with the Glory which [ball
be revealed in us®. And with all fuch it is a Point of
Wifdom and common Prudence to prefer their Inte-
reft in this future Glory, to their prefent Conveniency
and Eafe.

It is not even neceflary in the prefent Suppofition,
that their Hopes fhould be well-grounded '. If they
are fincere in their Belief, it is enough to fatisfy us, that
Pride could have no Share in their Conduét. And that
they are fincere in it, I can prove from the Authority
of one, that he ought to be athamed of falling foul on
fo often as he does. This Writer will affure him, that

k Rom. viii. 18.

| The Author feems all along to take it for granted, that there is mo futeare
State of Rewards and Puniflments at all: For he fays, aLL the Recompence
2 Man has of a virruous Adtion, is the Pleafure ag deing it which moft
People reckon but peor Pay: p. 246. :

Qa thofe
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ghofe whe chearfully wndergo Perfccution for their Faih,
ought not to be [pfpeed of Infincerity ™.

Some of his Readers perhaps will think (for he dare
not own it himfelf) that this Belref 1 talk of, is that
very Enthufiafis he means, that fome Men of firm Gon-
fritutions may work themfelves ap to, by no other Help
than the Violence of their Paffions ". But valt Mulki-
tudes of thofe Martyrs had themfelves a Chriltian Edu-
cation, and therefore their earlict Prejudices favoured
this Opinion. And furely there does not need any very
Stroung Conflitution, nor Viclence of Paffions, much lefs
any Pride, to perfuade People that they ought nat to
renounce the Belief they have been bred up in, which
their riper Years and Refleétion have confirmed in them,
to worfhip Idols, or offer Sacrifice to Devils : or that
if they did do fo, fuch fhameful Prevarication would
be difpleafing to that God they had been taught to wor-
fhip, and probably draw down his Vengeance upon
their Heads. 1 fay, this may in fome meafure be ac-
counted for from fuch common innocent Esrors, as
that there is a God, that he ought to be worlhip'd,
that he will wot give hls Glory to another, nor fit tamely
unconcerned to fee his Commands difobeyed, and his
Power defied ; as likewife that he is a juft and a good
God ; that ke is 8 Rewarder of them that diligently feck
bim, that fuffer for his Sake, and a& in Conformity to
his Pleafure. DBut this Writer of ours is fuch a Bigot in
Infidelity, that he is not content to deny-Religion with-
out decrying it; toaffirm that thofe who fuffer in its
Caufe, are not aflilted by any extraordinary Grace from
Heaven, without refolving their Conduét into a Coms
pofition of monftrous Vice and Folly.

o

™ Free Thoughts en Religion, ¢r¢, by Ba M. p. 6 and 7i

»F.237,
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I don’t fay, that a Senfe of Religion would always
have been fufficient of itfelf to fupport Men in fuch
fiery Trials. As it would be abfurd to deny its Efficacy
upon great Numbees; of Men in their Sufferings, it
will require a very ftrong Faith to believe, that fo ma-
ny thoufands of all Ages, Conditions, and of ditferent
Sexes, fhould all be affedted with this lively Senfe of
Duty, fould finile in the midit of the numopf. Tortures
the cruel Ingenuity of their Enemies could contrive
for them ; that this fhould be the Cale of Chriftians in
every Place, where this Perfecution raged; thar there
fhould be no Initances of Men for a valt Tra& of
Years, who compounded for their Safety at the Price
of their Truth and Sincerity: It would. be abfurd, I
fay, to believe all this, wirbout fuppoling {ome extra-
ardinary Afiiftance from Heaven, to fupport People
under thefe fevere Trials.  All this however may, for
ought I know, be believed by fome among us. For it
has been very truly obferved, that the Creed of a mo-
dern Infidel is larger, and has more Articles in it, than
that of the moft bigotted Seétary upon Earth.

I can’t help enlarging upon this Article, in order to
give the Reader a more particular View of thofe He-
roes of Impiety, thofe Martyrs for Atheifm, ‘that our
Author has fetched out of his learned Store, which he
affures us would have fupplied him with many more In-
ftances °.

Vanini, he {ays, might have been pardomed the Ma-
saent before the Execution, if bhe Wwould have retralfed
pis  Doflrine; but rather than recamt, he chofe to be
burnt to Afbes. As be went 10 the Stake, he was fo
far from ﬂ:ewmg any Concern, that be beld ﬁm Hand o
toa Phyfician whom be &npp:md to kwow, defiring him

=
iR K Py i

@ P, 238, To prove this Aflertian; T could produce many Inftances,
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to judge of the Calmnefs of his Mind by the Regularity
of bis Pulfe, and from thence taking an Opporiunity of
making an impions Comparifon, uttered a Sentence too ex-
ecrable to be mentioned *. 1 think I may venture to fay,
that in all the Faéts and particular Circumitances here
mentioned, there is not one Word of Truth, unlefs it
be in the filly Comparifon //anini made before his Execu-
tion. Let the Reader himfelf judge upon the Evi-
dence.

An Account of his Behaviour during his Imprifon-
ment, Trial, and before his Execution, is preferved to
us by Prefident Grammond, in his Hiltory of France %
A Writer of great Credit and Learning *, who was
himfelf prefent at every Part of it %, In the firt Place,
it is fo far from being true, that be chofe to be burnt ra-
ther than retract his Dollrine, that he would very glad-
ly have made any Recantations to have procured his
Pardon. Upon his Trial he faid, That every Thing
about him was an Evidence of the Being of a God;
and taking up a Straw from the Ground, he reafoned
from it much beyond himfelf (for he was a Fellow of
but very ordinary Genius) of the Neceflity there was of
believing a God, and of the Abfurdity of an infinite
Succeflion of Caufes. Nay more, he was extremely
orthodox in his Faith : for when his Judges firt asked
him what Le thought of the Deity, he anfwered, colé
fibi in Trinitate unum qualem adorat Ecclefia Catholica.
As to the Calmnefs of his Deporument during his Suf-
fering we aretold, Eraz illi in extremis afpedus ferox
& borridus, inquieta mens, anxinm quodcunque loguecba-

PP oagl

9 '.B;:r;.;_ Grammond: Hifforiarsom Gallie, L. 3, p. 208,

£ Viro cum gravi tem &oclo. Bithop Parker’s Difputations, &c. p. 81,
G: Fidi ego in enffodia; widi in paiibalo; videram ante qnam [ubiret Vincnla, 8c,

am, '
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sur. And again, [ic Lucilii Vanini fiuis, cui quanta
conftantia fuerit, probat belluinus in morte clamor, Vids
ego in cuflodia, vidi in patibulo, videram ante quam [ubi-
ret vincula: Flagitiofus in libertate, {5 voluptatum [elfa-
tor avidus , in carcere Catholicus , in extremis omni
Philofophie prafidio deflitutus, amens moritur. And yet
our Author, as if he himfelf had been ke Phyficianwho
felt the Regwlarsty of bis Pulfe®, aflures you, that the
Calmnefs, Stedfaltnefs and Courage of the Primitive
Martyrs were equall’d, if not outdone, in the Suffer-
ings of this poor Wretch.

As to the laft Circamlance of bis making an impions
Comparifon, and uttering & Semtence to0 execrable to
be mentioned, I fhall venture to mention it with
out any Fear of fhocking the Reader, after having
prepared him for hearing execrable Semtences by tran-
fcribing fo much already from ¢he Fable of the Bees. [t
feems this poor Madman * (and there can’t be a greater
Proof of it than this Circumftance) with all that Hor-
ror in his Countenance, had yet the Vanity to fay, he
fhould die without any Dread or Concern. Thinking
it to no Purpofe to deny his Opinions any longer ¥, fince
his Death was inevitable, Monachs folatinm afpernatus,
Eg,je&gm cricem aq_rer:f'a_##r.} C brff?ﬂg#e itludit in hee ver-
bay illi in extremis smbellis fudor, ego imperterritus mo-
rior. It is not my Defign to extenuate the Guilt of
fuch a fenfelefs Piece of Profanenefs. But it is far
from being a Proof of his Atheifin; and perhaps the
Reader will think there are worfe Expreflions in the
‘Fable of the Bees, as there are many much worfe in the
Writings of Pawini. The one fays, the Agony of
Chrift was owingto the Fear and Terror he was undeg

=&

t P.238. 8 Amens meritar. Gram,

W Inm carcere Sacramentis freguenter wiehatwry diffimulans aftute confeientinm.

Uit wvidet crepram fpem  wita, Yarvam exmit, gwshifone viairas moritnr,
Laram.
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on account of his approaching Death; the other-la-
bours to prove, that the Conftancy which a// Martyrs,
without Exceptiony have fhewed in their Sufferings for
Religion, has proceeded from Pride and firin Conflitu-
tions, that is to fay, Pride fupported by firm Conftituti-
ons. And after all it will remain foimewhat doubtful,
whether his calling Vawiui infamons, the Comparifon
smpions, and faying the Scutence is teo execrable to be
meatiowed; has not more of the Sneer in ity than any
derious Difllike.

The Reader from hence may reafonably wonder, why
the Author fhould endeavour to exaggerate the Impiety
of one, who in many of his Opinions he will be thought
1o agree with. Why, it is for that Reafon, and in
purfuit of the fame End, Vanini had in uttering that
excerable Sentence, I'or if he can once poflefs the
Reader with an Opinion that Faunizs died a Martyr for
Atheifin, that he held iufamons Opinions, that at going
out of the World he made an #mpious Comparifon,
and uttered a Sentence too execrable to be meutioned ;
if in fhort he be fuch a one % the common Language of
the World, he thought it would ferve his Purpofe very
well, if he defcribed him as fuffering for the Caufe in
this compofed, ftedfatt, heroical manner ; if he de-
feribed him as bravely rejecting Life, when it was of-
fered to him at the Price of his Truth and Sincerity.

But as bad a Purpofe as the Author muft be thought
to.aim at in this Account of his atheiltical Martyrs, and
his Comparifon of them with zbe beft of . Men (that ani-
mated with Piety and Devation) ever {uffered for the trae
Religion *, it would not be fair to couceal any Thing
from the Reader, which it is even poffitle (hould make
for his Jultification. We have heard from an unexcep-

x.P. 237.
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tionable Authority, who was himfelf an Eye Witnefs
of the Tranfation he relates, with what {ort of Tem-
per this Champion fuffered. And I bave never yet met
with any other Writer that pretends to fay he died in
the manner reprefented inthe Fable: Though if there
were any fuch, furely it muft meet with very little Cre-
dit in Oppofition to the other. What fhall we fay then?
or from whence had he this Account? Zo forge in the
Caufe of Infidelity is a monftrons Sort of Enthu-
fiafm !

Indeed Mr. Bayle ¥, from whom he has borrowed a
Part of this Paragraph, asks why Fanis: did not recant
and deceive his Judges? and calls him Fool for not do-
ing fo. The Anf{wer to which is very plain, and moft
certainly true, that he 4id recant, aud that to no Pur-
pofe. Mr. Bayle is here endeavouring to prove, that
Men don’taé& according to their Belief or Principles *:
and if he could but perfuade the Reader that Vawin:i
might have fcaped by Recanting, and that he was re-
ally an Atheift, it would have been an Inftance exadlly
for his Parpofe *. But as Mr. Bayle fays nothing {at lealt
that I have met with) of his Calinnefs, and Compo-
{ure in his Sufferings, nor of that Circumitance of the

¥ Penftes diverfes, a 'occalion de la Comete, ¢re. fe?, 182.

® Ibid. L’'Exemple de Vanini eft une preuve inconteflable de ce que J’ui
dit rant de fois, favoir, que les hommes n'agiffent pas conformement a leur
creance. .

3 For to aft conformably to a Belief thar there is nothing after this Life,
is to a& not only infincerely, but as much like a thorough Villain as yeu
find it for your Intereit. A Concluficn he is very right in, and ro fer afide
which, Lord Shaftsbury has faid a great many precey Things to no Purpofe,
Each of the two Writers have the fame View, though their Ways of bring-
ing it about are quite oppofite. The one fays Men may be virtuous from
no other Principle than the Pleafure of contemplating on the narural Charms
of Virtue, and upon thac Foot only can be truly virtuous. The other fays -
that Men may be virtuous without any Frinfiﬁa es at all, nay, that they are-
commonly molt virtuous, where their Principles are mofl vicious, becaufe
Mankind commonly act againlt their Principle.

R Phyfician
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Phyfician and his Pulfe, I prefume, thiscould not be hig
Authority ®.

There is yet room for the candid Reader to think,
the Author may poflibly have met with fuch an Ac-
count of Vanini's Behaviour. It feems this sufamons
Vanini, who died with a Sentence in his Mouth #e0 exs
grable 2o be mentioned, has had however an Apology
‘writ for him a few Yearsago. The Name of the Au-
thor, and Place where it was printed, are both conceal-
ed ; and I believe the Book itfelf is not to be met with
in England, but in the Studies of thofe who fer a Va-
lue upon that filly Piece of Blafphemy called ©, Spaccio
della Beftia trinmfante 4, It was probably writ by fome
Jefuit, of whofe Society he had always fhewn himfelf
a moft egregious Flatterer. Mr. Phillips in his Philo-
fophical Hiftory of Atheifin has given us (ome Paf-
fages out of this Book, which he met with A-
broad. Mr. Phillips’s Treatife was printed in 1716,
who fays the Book was lately printed®. Now the
firlt Edition of the Fable was printed 1714; fo that we
mulft fuppofethis Apalogyto be writ before zhe Fable of the
Bees, and that the Author has read it ; befides which it
maft be taken for granted, that it gives the fame un-
faithful Account of Fawini’s Behaviour that we fee in
the Fable.

Wiith the Suppofition then of all thefe doubtful Fa&s
in his Favour, let us fee what Ufe the Author has

d I with after all the Awuthor did ot meet with this Defiription in Beaus
mont and Fletcher, and taking a Fancy to it, beffow it upen his Hero Vanini,
PHILASTER [ays: Notthecalm Sea, when eEolws locks up his windy Brood,
is lefs difturbed than I——="Sirs, feel my Pulfe: Whether have you known
2 Man in a more equal Tune to die? If this be the Cafes be cught to have
Liven us what w:Za’fﬂ o'tether Side. BELLAR1o enfwers, Alas | my Lord,
your Pulfe keeps Madman’s Time, fo does your Tongue.

£ Fable of the Bees, p. 238.

# Writ by Fordanus Bremo.

# P. 109, Cofmopoli nsper impre[fa.
made
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made of this Apology. Thofe who think him imfamons,
who fay that he made any #mpions Comparifon, that he
uttered any Sentence foo execrable to be mentioned, i
fhert, thofe who fay he was an Arbeift, not only abfo-
lately deny that his Behaviour was calm and compofedy
but affirm wpon the Teftimony of their own Senfes,
that his Carriage was as mean, and fhewed as much
Terror and Diftraétion, as we fee in a common Male=
faétor, who is hanged for ftealing a Silver Spoon.
Now, let us fuppofe his Apologift has fet his dying Be-
haviour in that amiable Light, and mentioned that par-
ticular Circumftance of the Phyfician and his Pulfe;
did the fame Writer call him sufamons 2 Did he fay
that he made an smpions Comparifon, and died uttering
a Sentence zoo execrable to be mentioned 2 No, the very
Reverfe of it; it was writ to fhew the Innocency of
his Opinions, and the Injullice of his Condemnation #
That he was fo far from being an Atheift, that be bad
wever as much as dewied the Immortality of the Sowl%
T'heone fays that Panini an Atheift, a {candalous, de-
bauched, prevaricating Fellow, from the Terror of
his approaching Death behaved like a Madman ¢: The
other, that Famin:; a worthy, learned , virtuous,
good Catholick, who was cruelly condemned for
holding Opinions he was an utter Stranger to, died
with exemplary Compofure and Stedfaftnefs. DBut nei-
ther of thefe entire Accounts would ferve our Aunthor’s
Purpofe. No, he tells you the infamons Fanini, who
made that impiors Comparifon, and uttered a Sentence
tov execrable to be mentioned, underwent Death and Tore

 dudet affrmare, Vaninwm immortalicatem anime negaffe nallo in Loo,
Hift, Phil Ach. p, 112, _

& Flagitiofus in Libertate; & voluptatum Seflator avidus, in Carcere Cathos
licwss in ewtremis smni Philefophie prafidio defliiwtns; amens  moritnre
frram,

Ra ments
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ments with as much Chearfrlnefs, as the beft of Men, a-
nimated with Piety and Devotion, ever did for the true
Religion ™ ; with as much Foy and Alacrity, as any of
you good Men (whofe Simplicity I can’t but admire at)
can pretend to fay any of your boafted holy Men in
Perfecutions have ever fhewn when they (xffered for their
Faith . 1 leave this whole Paflage andits Author to the
Reader’s own Refletions.

I hall add a Word or two more to fhew what kind
of Man this Panin: really was. Firlt then, his Head
was fo turned with Vanity, that he makes a Difciple
of his in one of his Dialogues beftow fuch a Piece of
blafphemous Flattery upon him, as will ferve for a
better Proof of the Wickednefs cf his Opinions, than
any Thing our Author has mentioned

It is reported that he writ to Pope Paz/ V. totell him,
among a great deal of other Impertinence, zhaz if be did
not give him a good Benefice, in three Months Time be
would vverturn the whole Chriftian Religion .

His Book de admirandis Nature arcanis, he dedicates
to the Marefchal de Baffompierre. He begins in vaft
Admiration of himfelf ! in{tead of his Patron. But
he makes ample Amends for it afterwards. It feems
his Patron was very handfome, and accordingly very
fuccefsful with Women : upon which Occafion the
Dedicator offers up his Devotions to him in the fol-
lowing manner. Tam elegantem formofs corporis [peciem
((ays he) quid mesorem? quando non mode mille Helenis
venuftiores Heroinas ad [ui amorem pertrabit, fed Athes
orum contminaciam perflringit, petulantiam comprimis,

h P' 23?+ III]IJ

K Non ego Thome Mori exemplum imitabor, gui cim Erafmsm ignoto habitn
acutiffime diffeventem cxcepiffer, ira dixie, vel Demon es, vel Erafinus, fed
sta de tuafapientia elogeear, VEL DEUS ©s VEL VANINU s: Towhich
the poor Wretch gravely anfwers, Hir fim,

I Monfieur Patin fays, be knew a Perfon of Hononr who bad feen this Letter.
Je connois un homme d’honneur quia a vi cetre Letires dans laquelle il §
avoit plulieurs aucres fortifes, & meme des chofes horribles, Patiniana; p. 52.

1 wefari
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wefariofyue conatus reprimit: Nam [peciociffime faciei
tue [plendorem majeflatemque intuentes, Divinitatis
veftigium homini ineffe fateri non inborrefcunt. Then
his Devotion grows warmer : Ji Platonis effem alumnus,
tanguam mundi animam te colerem atque deofinlarer.
Compliments, {ays a French Writer ', zhat from one of
Vanini’s Country ™, bis Way of Life and Religion, look
very rafcally and fufpicions. It {feems his Patron was re-
markably generous too, and accordingly he ends his
feraphick Dedication, with humbly begging his Honour’s
Charity *.

As to the Inftance of Ferdanus Brauno, it will be a
very difficult Matter for him to prove he died a Martyr
for Atheifm., There is a particular Account of his
Death in a Letter of Gafpar Scioppins°. The De-
fign of this Letter was to jullify the Proceedings of the
Inquifition in condemning him, and to affure his Friend
that he did not die for Luzberanifin, as it was generally
reported even at Rome itfelf. It was his Bufinefs then
to fet his Opinions in their worlt Light; and fuch a
Bigot as Scioppins was, can never be thought to repre-
fent them too favourably. Some of thefe Opinions
were doubtlefs very bad, others very weak and enthu-
fiaftical, and others for which he was condemned, ap-
pear to be very innocent. But amonglt all of them
Scioppius does not attempt to thew that he denied the
Being of a God. He fays of him indeed, Horrenda
prorfus abfurdiffima docet, v. g. Mundos effe innnmera-
biles, animam de corpere in corpus, imo &5 alium in
mundum migrare ;, u#nam animan bina corpora informare

! Entretiens fur divers fujets d'Hifloire, p. 342.
M Panini was born at Naples.

n Ji finit fottement fon Epitre dedicatoire, par demander L' Aunune a fin
Hevos, Ibid,

o Ir is publithed in the Entretions fur divers [ujets & Hiffoire, vid.

i !J,“.‘_E:"i
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poffe, magiameffe rem bonam &5 licitam, Spiritum fanélur
effe nibil alind nifi animam munds, Chriftum non effe Deum,
Jed fuifle Magum infignem, Diabolum [alvatum ivi ; with
many others that plainly enough (hew he was no Chriftian,
butnotone that intimates his Disbelief of a God. Since
then we may reafonably fuppofe thefe are his worft O-
pinions, it will be needlefs to hew from other Parts
of his Writings, that he was not an Atheift. Iam a-
fraid many of our modern Deifts don’t believe as much
as hedid. One of the Opinions for which he was
condemned, fuppofes his Belief of a future State, &
Diabolum Salvatum iri. Scioppins {ays, if hewould have
confefled his Errors, he might have been faved.  What
Errors ? His owning a God, a Providence, a future
State, or his Belief of the Chriltian Religion, would
not have fatisfied the Ingaifizion. He muft have owned
his Belief of Popery, which if he had done, the reft
perhaps might have been remitted tohim. And indeed,
confidering his {candalous Life (which he could not
conceal even in his Writings) it is a Wonder he fluck
at any Thing. If on the other Hand we think him
fincere in the Belief of a future State, his Cafe is no-
thing more than this ; that he chofe to dye rather than
renounce his Hopes of Salvation, by profefling his Be-
lief of the Popifh Superftition, which he thought was a
Cheat upon the World. After all,there is no knowing
with any Certainty, what was the real Crime for which
he fuffered, when the Inquifition were his Judges®.

But let the Author fuppofe him what he will; was
his Behaviour like that of a Primitive Martyr? Was he
as fteady and uniform in his Opinions 2 No, we are
told he prevaricated thamefully *: And the Account of

P Modo 40 dles obtinnit, guibns deliberaret, modo prmy" ¢t palinediam, meks
denno fuas nu%u ds_fmd:r, miodo alics 40 dies m?trmmt Sm-r,l

9 Mr. Patin fays, be was burnt for Herely, ut brulé en 1:&11! afon retour
de France pour Herelie, Pasiniana, p. 34.
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it is given us by one, whofe Bufinefs it was to repre-
fent him as obflinate in Opinion as poflible, the better
to jultify the Severity of the Sestence.

His laft Inltance is one Makhomet Effends ; and this
(for wantof other Accounts) we mult take in the man-
ner Sit Paul Ricant has reprefented it.

The Subftance then of this Proof, introduced with
great Sufficiency and Admiration at the Simplicity of
good Men ? who differ from him, amounts to this;
that the Sufferings of that vat Company of Martyrs
who endured Perfecution for their Faith, with {0 much
Chearfulnefs and Conflancy, was owing in every Inftance
to Pride and firm Conflitutions *, BECAUSE Mr. Bayle
has told him a Story of one executed at Conflantinople.
for Atheifin: A poor, narrow thinking Wretch, who
had no better Argument to fupport him in his Infideli-
ty, than that if there was a God, he could not be as
wife as the Doétors preached he was, in fuffering fuch
an Enemy as himfelf to live ' ! A Member of an in-
famous Se& or Club, whofe conftant Entertainment
for any Brother Infidel that was their Gueft, was to
provide for their Luft with either Sex which they moft
delighted in * !

The Reader will naturally think, it is by Miftake
that I mention Mr. Bayle as the Perfon who told him
this Story; and yet I believe it will appear he had no
other Authority for it. He is fucha blind Follower
of this Frenchman, that he dare not as much as quote
an Englifb Writer, unlefs He introduces him and {peaks
for him. When I fay Mr. Bayle, I would not be un-
derftood to mean Mr. Bayle in the Original ; no, he

4 I;;. ;3?4

T Ibid.

1 Sir Panl Ricant’s Prefent State of the Ortoman Empire. B. 2. C.x2.
Ibid, ' ' Gt =

muft
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mult go one Step farther, and take the Exgli/h Tranfia-
tor of him "

It may be feen by confulting the Paffages underneath,
that Sir Panl Ricant tells the Story in very different
Language ¥, and in one Particular very different as to
the Faét. Anyone would guefs from Mr. Bayle and his
Follower, that this Mabomet Effend: was executed for
advancing fome philofophical Nozions, fome particular
Teunets againft the Exiftence of a God: And as fuch it
was certainly proper for Mr. Bayle’s Purpofe, and con-
fequently our Author’s, to reprefent it. Inftead of
which we find he was executed for fuch common blaf~
phemous Difcourfe, as might reafonably be expeted
from the moft profligate Wretch in the midlt of his

R =
L

U To this Example of Famini we To thele'we may join one 'Afahs-
may join that of one + Makomer | met Effendi, who, as Sir Panl Ricant
Eﬁi’:a i, executed at Comflamtinople | tells us, was put o Death at Con-
not long ago, for having advanced | fantinople; for having advanced fome
fome Nortions againft the Exiftence | Norions againft the Exiftence of a
of a Ged. He might have faved his | God. He likewife mighr have faved
Life by confefling his Error; and re- | his Life by confefling his Error, and
nouncing it for the furure; but chofe | renouncing it for the future; bue
to perkft in his Blafphemies, fay- | chofe rather to perfift in his Bjaf-
ing, Thongh he bad no Reward to ex- ihcmies. faying, Twengh he bad no
pect, the Love of Truth confirained r eward to expedds the Loze of Truth
kim to [uffer Martyrdem in its De- § confirain’d bim to [effer Martyrdiom
fence. Engl. Tran(l. of Mr, Bayle’s | in its Defence. Fable of the Bees,
Mifcellan. Refleét. occalioned by a ] p. 238.

Comet, p. 379. Seét. 182,

w One of this Seft called Mabomer Effendi, I remember, was in
my Time e:«:e:uwd for ':mplude_m:]y proclaiming  his Blafphemies againft
the Being of a Deity; making it in his ordinary Difcourfe, an Argument
againft the Being of a God ; for that either there was none at all, or elfe not
fo wife as the Dotors preached he was, in fuffering him to live who was
the greateft Enemy and Scorner of a Divine Effence, that ever came inro
the World. And it is obfervable, thar this Man might, norwithftanding
his Accufation, have faved his Life, would he but have confefled his Error,
and promifed for the furure an Aflent ro the Principles of a better: But he
perfifted ftill 1 his Blafphemies, faying, That though there were no Reward,
yet the Love of Trath obiiged him to dye a Martyr. Sir Paul Ricaut.

1 Sir Paul Rycant, 1, 2. ch. 12,

Debauchery.



{ 129 )
Decbauchery. The Reader will be of Opinion. that, if
in any thing he has given a faithful Account of this
Matter, it is apparently by Chance.

T'hat it mayn’t be thought he is hardly ufed in this
Suggeltion, I'll give another Inftance of the fame Kind,
from the fame Woriters, that will put this Matter cut of
doubt. Mr. Bayle in his 165™ SeCtion is to fhew howr
the lmpurity that prevails among Chriftians does Hurs ro
the Chriftian Religion ; and from thence to prove the
Ufefulnefs of publick Stews, asthe molt effeftual Me-
thod to prevent Lewdnefs. I fhall give it to the Rea-
derinthe common Tranflation, with the Change only of
two orthree Words where it varied from Mr. Bayle,* Th:s
© Remark on the Extenfivenc(sof Impurity among Chrifti-
¢ ans, brings a Paflage to my Mind out of Mr. Ricaut *-
¢ Thatthe 7#rkslaugh at our fpeaking of the Stritnefs of
¢ the Chriftian Religion, in allowing only one Wife, and
making a Familiarity with any other Woman unlaw-
ful. °Tis true, adds be, to our Confufion, the Dif-
{olutenefs of our Lives and Manners gives thefe [n-
fidels jult Occafion of Reproach and Raillery, and
of telling us our Praétice deftroys our Principles-
They are fcandalized, not only at the Numbers, who
violate the holy Rules of Chriltianity by an impure
and abominable Life, but at the municipal Laws and
known Privileges authorizing Fornication. This
they prove from the publick Stews in Irely. They
know Impurity is a kind of Merchandize and Traf-
fick at Venice and Naples; that the Courtizans ag
Rome, and Ceantoneras in Spain, make a Part of the
Body of the State, and are under a legal Tax and
Impoft. They can’t comprehend the Reafons on
which this Policy is founded, nor what the lzalians
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¢ can fay in Defence of fuch a Praétice.

= Eqat de 'Empire Ortom. 1. 2. ch. 21,
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Mr. Bayle goes on. ¢ This Author fhoald have car-
¢ ried bis Sincerity a little farther, and ingennonfly own-
“ ¢d, that Spaniards awd Italians are not the only Nations
¢ blameable. Fur bating the Tax and Impolts, the Conr-
¢ tizans of Liondon don’t come kebind thofe of Spain or
¢ Italy, either in Numbers, Impudence, or the peaceable
¢ Impunity they enfoy. Such a Relation as Mr. de St.
¢ Didier’s were #feful to convince the World in this Point ;
¢ and Mr. Ricaut fboxld not bave forgot old England,
“ and [o cheaply give up the Homour of other Nations to
¢ the Raileries of Infidels. However, this Reafon of the
¢ Italians, which be fays the Turks can’t comprebend, af-
“ fords a cogent Argument. Tis well known, the Rea-
¢ fonr of their tolerating lewd Hoafes, is to prevent a
“ worfe Evil, an Impurity of a more execrable Kind,
Y and to provide for the Safety of Wamen of Homour,
Cdko. T

The Author of zhe Fable, without faying a Word of
Sir Panl Ricant, tells you, that he owes this Paragraph
2o Mr. Bayle = It ftands thus. * At VPeamsice and Na-
¢ ples Impurity is a kind of Merchandize and Traffick ;
¢ the Conurtizans at Rome, and the Cantoneras in Spain,
compofe a Body in the State, and are under a legal
Tax and Impoft. 1t is well known, that the Rea-
fon why fo many good Politicians as thefe tolerate
lewd Houfes, is not their Irreligion, but to prevent
'a worfe Evil, an Iinpurity of 'a more execrable Kind,
and to provide for the Safety of Women of Ho-
nour %

“‘In Sir Panl Ricant, it ftands thus °: ¢ And here
the Zzrks upon occafional Difcourfes of the Severity
¢ and Stri€tnels of the Chrillian Religion in Matters of
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¥ Penfiey divery, &c, Sefl. 167,
= I gs. ‘P 58, b Book 2. ch. 21.
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Concupifcence, telling them that no Copulation is
allowable but in the Marriage Bed, and that reftrain-
ed and confined to one Wife, without the Addition
of Slaves to fatisfy with Variety the corrupted Fancy;
that the very Thoughts of Luft and Concupifcence
pollute the Purity of the Soul; and thar whofoever
looks on a Woman to luft after ber, commits Adultery in
his Heart; they prefently deride thefe our Precepts
and our Laws, which Chriftians not only with their
A&ions and corrupted Lives contemn as invalid, but
Authority itfelf, not by a fingle Connivance only, but
by Indulgences and Privileges, foments and encou-
rages Perfons walking contrary to that which is con-
fefled to be an indilpenfible Law, For Proof where-
of they mention the Stews of Jtaly, Whoredom made
an allowable T'rade and Profeflion in Venice and Na-
ples, and the City of Roiwe, and the Gamtoneras in
Spain, and framed into a politick Body (as itis relas
ted and apprehended by the Zwurks) from whence Tax-
es and Impofitions are raifed : The Z#rks comprehend
not the politick Grounds hereof, with which in Izaly
this Maxim is defended; nor is it fitting to produce
the Reafons, or argue it with them; {ince the Benefit
which accrues to the Roman Church, and the Profits
that arife thence, being employed in the Maintenance
of Gallies and Forces again(t Infidels, is the beft can
be faid to hallow this Permiffion : But it is an impro-
per Argument with a Zaur£ to excufe this Licenfe and
Apthority to Sin, vpon Confiderations of being bet-
ter able to war againft the Profeffors of his Religion.
And therefore the Turk will hardly be convinced,
but that this manner of Concubinage © hath much
more of San&ity, Order and Policy in it, as being

¢ He means Polygamy, and the Ule of their Female Slaves,
Sa ¢ free



* (132)
¢ free from Difeafes and Foulnefs, than the wan-
¢ dring Lufts of Stews, or Impudence of Courtezans,
¢ made bold and hard horeheaded by Conceffion of
¢ Authority.” Hethen adds, ¢ Pudet bec opprobria nobis
¢ & dici potuiffe, &c. |

[ am afraid [ have tired the Reader with thefe long
Quotations. He will obferve in feveral Inftances, how
dilingenuoufly Mr. Bayle has dealt with Sir Paz/ Ri-
cant, and how obfequioufly our Author has copied after
him or his Engl:/b Tranflator. That Courtezans were
framed iuto a politick Body in Venice, Naples, Rome,&c,
was an Opinion that prevailed among the Zarks. No
doubt but they thought they were an eflential Part of
the Conftitution : and fo far it is plain Sir Pan/ Ricant re-
prefents it as a Miltake they were under. To fay that
our Hawkers in the Streets make a politick Body, or
Body in the State, would certainly be a much truer and
jufter Account of them, which yet I believe would
give a Zurk but a wrong Notion of their Dignity and
Confideration. Mor. Bayle puts it ftronger yet, Ay, fays
he, zhey know that Conrtezans imake Part of the Body of
zhe State 4. Ay, that they do, fays his Englifh Tran-
flator ¢, and our Author humbly after him°¥, zbey com-
pofe a Body in the State.

I believe thereis no one who reads the Quotation in
Mr. Bayle, but would really think Sir Pazl Ricant was,
underhand, fnecring the Chriftian Religion, and fhew-
ing how much the Zurks, in Point of Argument, tri-
umphed over it. It is a Way of talking fo familiar to
Mr. Bayle, that if he were to quote the moft ferious
Paflages out of other Authors, and put them into his
own Language, itis odds but there would appear this

€ Funt partic dn Corps de I'Etar,
=P 354 P, g8,

Turn
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Turn of Ridiculeinit. ’Tis true, adds he, #o0 our Con-
fufion, the Diffolutenefs of our Lives and Manners gives
thofe Infidels juft Occafion of Reproach and Railleryc. If
Sir Paul Ricaut had faid any Thing like this, why could
not Mr. Bayle have trufted it with his Readers, by tran-
flating it fairly ? And yet there is not one Word of
this in Sir Pa#/ Ricant, nor any thing equivalent to ir.
He is complaining in a ferious Chriftian-like manner,
that the fcandalous Toleration of publick Stews in
fome Popifh Countries, and the Privileges allowed
them, had given Offence to the Zarks, and fupplied
them with an Opportunity of reproaching Chriftians,
not {fo much that their Lives and Manners, as that their
Laws and eftablifped Cuftoms contradited the Pre-
cepts of their Religion. Mr. Bayle, who is loath that
any one Part of Chriftianity fhould be in better Repute
with Infidels than another, immediately falls upon Sir
Panl Ricaut, taxes him with want of Honefty and Sin-
cerity, for {o cheaply giving up the Howour of other Na-
tions to the Railleries of Infidels, and not letting the
Religion of his own Country come in for a Share of
the Scandal. The Zurks, fays Sir Paul Ricant, re-
proach Chriftians, that at Venice, Naples, Rome, &c.
publick Stews are licenfed by their Laws ; that Ax-
thority it felf, not by a fingle Connivance only, but
by Indulgences and Privileges foments and encourages
Perfons walking contrary to that which is confeffed to be

an ina’:ﬁ:mﬁﬂe Law % Therefore Sir Pawnl Ricant thews

a want of Honelty and Sincerity, becaufe he had not

laid his own Country under the fame Reproach among

Infidels, where they are oz licenfed, nor allowed any

Privileges at all; nay, where the Laws punifh Fornica-

tion with fo much Striétnefs, as to admit of commoen

¢ Mr, Bale’s Penl, Diver, f Book 2. ch, ar.
Fame
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Fame for fufficieat Evidence againit Perfons accufed
of leading lewd and diforderly Lives. It was that
Courtezans were tolerated by Law, that they were franm-
ed into a politick Body (as it was related and apprebended
by the Turks) that gave them this occafion of reproach-
ing Chriftianity, and not that fome of its Profeflors did
not (triétly live up to the Precepts of it. It would in-
deed be abfurd to fuppole a Turk fhould make zbaz his
chief Objeétion againit the T'ruth of the Chriltian Reli-
gion, which he could not but know would recoil with
greater I'orce upon his own. We know for Inftance,
that the Ufe of Wine is ftriétly forbid to them 8, which
yet we are told was at that ‘T'ime pablickly drank among
them, and a/ways with great Excefs *, wizhouz Cantions,
or fear of giving Scandal’.

Mz, Bayle’s writing in another Language, and pro-
bably underftanding little or nothing of Englifh, will
be fome fort of Excufe for him. Buat what fhall we
fay to an Ewrglifs Writer, who, when he had occafion
to quote a Book writ in the fame Language, muft have
Recourfe to this Fremchman or his Tranflator for the
meaning of it? who thus blindly follows him wherever
he has an Opportunity in his Errors and Mifreprefenta-
tions of others?

I chofe to mention this Inftance, as it related to &
Subje€t that will be fpoke to more particularly here-
after. Whoever will be at the Pains to compare ma-
ny Pages in this or any other of his Performances
with the fame Paffages in Mr. Bayle, will foon find

E Wine, Games of Hazard, ¢ are Abominations and filthy Praéticed
of the Devil. The Devil defireth to fow Sedition among you thro™
Wine, ¢re. Abandon Wine, @t The dloran Chap. 5. This, we are told, tha
Expefitors of the Law have explained into a yet mure fuperflitions Ri-

LTET »

& The Turks think ic impoffible to drink Wine with Moderation. 8Sit
Prn;:;‘!:lému:’s Prefent State of the O¢r, Emp, Book2.Ch, 25,

L AUIds
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more of the fame Kind, To return to the Paflage in
the Fable of the Bees. |

T'his Writer is every where valuing himfelf for his
tracigg Self-love in its darkeft Receffes’, and for making
great Difcoveries inthe Warld of Self-Love. [¥'bat Haure,
fays he, do I do to Man, if I make bim more known te
himfelf than he was before 87 This he gives an Inftance
of in the Words that introduce this Piece of Calumny
upon the Chriltian Martyrs. There is no Pitch of Self-
denial that a Man of Pride and Conflitution cannot reach,
nor any Paffion [ violent but be will facrifice it 1o another
awhich is fuperior tost". That is, there is no Man fo
{tcong but he will yield to one that is {tronger, or at
leaft that ftronger Man will get the better of him. Had
he been content to fay in a plain Way, that the trongeft
Paflions will ever get the better of weaker ones, the
World perhaps would not have thought themfelves
much obliged to him for the Difcovery. This how-
ever would have been talking Senfe. But in order to
make yom more known to yourfelf, he has difcovered, that
you will facrifice the very {lrongelt Paffion you have to
one yet {tronger. He goes on triumphing upon this
Difcovery ; And here, fays he, [ cannot but admire at
the Simplicity of fome good Men, &c. Now whether good
Men are the only People in the World who labour un-
der this Infirmity, will deferve his Confideration before
he writes another Panegyrick upon his Worl.

Itis prefumed the Reader isby this T'ime fenfible what
Ufage Religion has met with in zhe Fable of the Bees;
not only that fingle Paffages in Scripture, but that Chri-
ftianity itfelf, nay, that the very firft Principles of na-
tural Religion are fubverted, to make Way for this

e
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Book of exalted Maralizy, this iufallible Touchftone, this
Syftemn of Ethicks beyond any other '. He feems to be
now and then fenfible, that this will be objeéted to
bim ; and in one Place particularly he defires the Rea-
der in his merry Way, that he may be confidered as a
good and devout Chriftian. After he has endeavoured
to fhew, that the Diflinélion between Good and Evil,
Virtue and Vice, were the Contrivance of crafty Poli-
ticians, which with the Aflittance of a Pack of Raf-
cals they fet a going, and made current in the World,
he is pleafed topropofe this as the proper Ground-Work
of Chriftianity : vpon which he wraps himfelf upin a
fort of Meditation, that his Adverfaries will be con-
tent fhould pafs for a compleat Defence of himfelf and
his Writings, with as many as underftand it* In the
fame manner they will give him leave to claim all thofe
for Profelytes to his Opinions, who can find out the
Meaning of his excellent Parable of Small Beer .

If in Defence of himfelf, or by Way of Obje&ion
to what has been faid in the foregoing Papers, he thould
tell us he claims only a certain Proportion of every
Vice, or fome particular Vices only, as ufeful to a So-
ciety, neither will this Pretence be of any Ufe to him.
For as what has been faid to fthew the Mifchiefs of
Vice and Roguery in general, will be found true as to
every lefler Degree of them, fo it is impofiible to offer
any Pleas in favour of that leflfer Degree, that won't

1P, 467,

ks P‘qhq.;;r;md 44. If the oo fcrupulous Reader fhould at firlt View con-
demn thofe Notions concerning the Origin of moral Virrue, and think them

haps offenfive to Chriftianity, I hope he will forbear his Cenfures, when
he fhall confider, thar nothing can render the unfearchable Depth of the
Divine Wifdom more confpicuous, than that Man, whom Providence had
defigned for Society, (hould not only by his own Frailties and Imperfeéti-
ons be led into the Road to temparal Happinels, but likewife receive from
a feeming Neceflity of nawral Caufes, a Tincture of that Knowledgé, in
which he was afterwards to be made perfe& by the true Religion, ro his e-

nal Welfare.

b From p. 262, p, 267,

prove
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prove as [trongly in favour of any Degree whatevers

Or what particular Crimes will he claim as ufeful be-
yond others? Thereis nonethat feemsto have lefs to be
{aid forit, nor any kind of Roguery moregenerally odious
among us, than common Perjury (unlefs any one
has a Mind to defend it out of Zeal to the late {wear-
ing A&.) An Oath has been generally look’d upon as
one of the firmeft Bonds of Society, and a general Dif-
regard to the Obligations of it, to have an immediate
Tendency to diflolve or deftroy Society ; and yet as
miflchiecvous as Perjury may be thought, it is as necef~
fary to his Scheme, as any one Crime that can be nam-
ed. How many Sages of the long Robe, and Depen-
dants upon them, are employed in providing again(t the
Mifchiefs arifing from Perjury, who all (according to
him) would be left without Employment, if a punctual
and religious Regard were always to be paid to an
Oath, and the Obligations of it? How would it thin
the Courts of Jultice, if the whole Truth and nothing
but the Truth were always to be given in Evidence?

Bur he muft be very clofely purfued, or elfe it muft
be only to amufe the World, if he takes Refuge in o
idle an Excufe, and which the whole Tendency of his
Scheme f{o plainly contradi€s. That privaze Vices are
publick Benefirs, is afferted without Limitation; that
Ewil moral as well as natural is the folid Bafis, &c. and
when the whole Mafs was a Paradife, the Reader will
obferve, he fays, every Part was full of Fice. Till
therefore he is pleafed to retraét thefe general Pofitions,
or offers fome Limitations to them, 2nd defends them
fo limited, upon Principles confifient with common
Senfe ; the Reader muft conclude he intends them in
the fame Latitude, in which we find the Opinions fir(t
broached here in England.

But inftead of explaining his Opinions, it was quite
giving up his Caufe, when in anfwer to the Prefent-

: T _ ment
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ment of the Grand-Jury, he faid, the Encominms upon
Stews complained of were mo where in the Book . Let
the Reader turn to Page 93, and the following ones,
and he will find nothing elfe but Encominms upon Stews.
Does not he fay, they preferve the Homonr of onr Wives
and Danghters, guard the Innocence of Firgins and pre-
vent Rapes ¢? Does not he extol the Wifdom of the
Ralers in that well ordered City, Amfterdam, for tole-
rating Stews ? That sa this Toleration there is a great
deal of Prudence and Oeconomy "2 Does not he cite with
Applaufe the Example of other Countries, where good
Politicians tolerate lewd Honfes, not out of Irreligion,
but to prevent worfe Evils, aund to provide for the Safety
of Women of Howour "2 Does not he for this Purpofe
quote in his Scholar-like Way the Authority of feve=
ral other Writers 2 Does not he fay, that Mr. Bayle a
French Writer fays, tbat Sir Panl Ricant an Englifh
Writer fays, that the Zzrks ufed to fay to him, that they
had beard, that in fome Chrillian Countries Fornication
was tolerated by the State, and made « &ind of Mer-
chandize and Traffick *? ﬂgam, does not he fay, that
Mr. Bayle fays “, that Mr. de Sz. Didier fays ', that
one Dug!ﬁam’ fays *, that the Venetians were much in
the right to get Whores from Abroad, when they had
not enough of their own at Home? Are thefe Things
ne where in the Book? Or are not thefe Emammm: wp-'_
on Stews?

What Tendency thefe publick Stews (Eu pu:-uﬂjr res
commended in this Treatife of fevere and exalted Mo-
rqlity) have, towards preventing Adultery, Rapes, or
other Crimes, or. guarding the Innocence of Virgins,
is.the next Thing to be confidered.

e - -

P P. 468. 3 P. g5. rP. gy and 96, ol 9 el
P, g8, - Penf, diver. Seét, 164,

. w Monl. de Sr. Didier, Relar. de Femice, Cha p des Conrnill
% Le Doglive qui  écrin les'cholés. notables 'de Vepice.

2 SECT;



( 139 )

W N R ERIERF IR F LR H D H R
S EC T VI

ICE S as well as Virtues may be obferved to

have a Connexion with one another. For no-
thing can make a Man honeft or virtuous but a Regard
to fome religious or moral Principles.  Now the Ob-
ligation to all Virtues is the fame : The fame God and
the fame Voice of Nature, that {ays, do zot k:/l, and do
ot fteal, having faid alfo do wot commit Adultery *. So
that a Man’s indulging himfelf in one Vice, will natu-
rally lead him on to the Commiffion of others ; or in
other Words, an habitual Difregard to Virtue in any
one Inftance, will malie the Praétice of it feem of lefs
Confequence in all-

If this be true with Regard to different Vices, it is
yet more immediately fo, as to the feveral Degrees of
the fame Vice. To apply this to the Cafe in Hand,

As there is plainly a Modefty implanted in our Na-
ture, and intended as a Fence againft the Commiffion
of Vice, fo it is particularly flrong in the Inftance of
Lewdnefs. It is naturally as prevalent in Mexz as in
Waomen, though Cuftom has been fo kind to the oze, as
to make the Breach of it be thought a lefs Crime than
in the ozhers. This is very much ftrengthened by a
Pleafure (or to give it the worft Turn, a Vanity) arif-
ing from the Confcioufnefs of Innocence. When any
one has fournrd his Endeavours te conquer his Inclina-
tions prove fuccefsful hitherto, it mult encourage him
the better to guard againt Temprations for the future.

¥ Mark x, 19. and Jametii. 11, :
2 But
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But when this Fence is once broken through, as the
fecond Trefpafs will be committed with much lefs Vi-
olenceto himfelf than the firft, fo the Tranfitions from
one Degree of Vice to another, will feem eafy to him.
Nullus enim magni fcelerss labor ¥.

This is more efpecially true, where Vice is counte-
nanced by Authority. For in that Cafe, Nemo fatis
credit tantum delinguere quantum permittas, adeo indul-
gent fibi latins spfi. It will be but a wretched Excufe
tfor the Magiftrate when he finds this Licence abufed
and firetched beyond the original Delign of it, to fay,
Hec ego nnnquam mandauvs ; for the Anfwer will for
ever hold true, Mentis canfa male tamen eft, &F origo
penes te.  When any one finds his irregular Defires are
heightened by Ais Encouragement, or affifted by Ars
Connivance, it won't be in the [Magiftrate’s Power to
ftop him in his Progrefs, or to fix the particular Bounds
of Vice which he thall not pafs, Quen fi revoces fubfiftere
nefeit, Et te contempto rapitur metifgue reliciis,

If it were poffible a young Fellow at firlt fetting
out, could have before his Eyes all the Confequences
that an Indulgence of his Luft would ever be attended
with; the Ruin of Women, the Difhonour of Fami-
lies, the Wrong to Husbands, and the Torment and
Difeafes it might bring upon himfelf; I fay,.if all this
were prefented to his View, while he is yet innocent,
he mult be thocked at the Horror of the Scene, and
would naturally refolve againft the Commiffion even of
the lefler Degrees of this Vice, if fuch an Excefs of
Guilt mult be the fatal Effeéts of it. Now a conftant
Habit in any leffer Degrees of this Vice, is the ready
Road to all this Mifchief, It debauches the Mind,
drowns Reflefion,and lays Confcienceafleep ; by which

"

¥ Juv, Sat. 34 from v. 22410234
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Means the Progrefs he makes in Vice is fcarce perc'cp-'
tible even to himfelf. _

In the Inftance commonly look’d upon as the leaft
criminal fort of Lewdnefs, it ought to be confidered,
that every one who frequents publick Stews, or deals
in random Amours, fets out with an Uncertainty whe»
ther the Woman he has to do with be a Wife or no;
and from an Uncertainty whether fhe is {o or no, he
will by Degrees grow very little fhocked at a Certainty
that fhe is fo. It is but the fame Crime he may have
been guilty of before; and when he is fure of that,
what greater Guilt can there be in a Commerce with
one Man’s Wife than another’s 2 Till at laft the Wife of
his own Friend, if he has Opportunities for attacking
her Virtue, and Skill enough to prevail, fhall fall a Sa-
crifice to 4ss Luft, who at fir(t fetting out, never dreamt
of any greater Crime than what paffes under the gentle
Name of fimple Fornication.

The Afiiftance of the Magiftrate will make the Pro-
grefs in this Vice ftill eafier. It will be fome fort of
Excufe to People not much given to thinking (and
God knows, a very flender Excufe will pafs with #zoff
Men upon thefe Occafions) that the Magiftrate himfelf
aliows of this Praétice. There can be no great Harm
fure in what our Governors themfelves (who ought
to know beft) are pleafed to encourage. If there isa
Danger of committing Adultery in thefe zo/erazed Hou-
fes, it is a Danger they themfelves are appriz’d of, and
let them an{wer for the Guilt of it. Thefe are the poor
Shifts the gemerality of young and gay People (fuch of
them I mean, who are not {0 harden’d as to want no
Excufes at ail) would be apt to take up with; which,
if they don’t prove themfelves very innocenz, do how-
ever fhew their Governors to be very faulty in laying
{iich Temptations in their Way,

I fhal}
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I fhall be told perhaps, there aré Men of better Un-
derflandings, who won’t be carried away with fach
weak Pretences; that fuch will make no other Ufe of
this Licence, than what the Magiftrate himfelf muft be
fuppofed to inténd by it ; and that thefe abhor Adultery
as much as others of the f{iriételt Virtue and Conti=
nence.

As to the firlt, it fhould be remembred, that Men of
Pleafure are not very apt to enquire into the Grounds
and Reafonablenefs of any Indulgence that is granted
them, efpecially when it falls in {o ftrongly with their
own Inclinations, however inquifitive they may be,
into the Nature and Extent of the Magiltrate’s Power,
and the Prudence of his exerting it, when he attempts
to abridge them of their Liberties.

As to the ftcond, 1 would not be fo uncharitaole, as
to fuggelt that every Man who frequents publick Stews,
would go the utmoft Lengths of this Vice. Some
would be ftartled at the Thoughts of debauching and
ruining of Women, and would never be prevailed up-
on to injure their Friend in what his Quiet and Happi-
nefs arefo nearly and fo effentially concerned in. Some
of this Sort, I fay, there may be. DBut when Oppor-
tunities fall in their Way, and the Hopes of Conceal-
ment appear pretty certain, fuch Inftances I am afraid
are riot every Day to be met with. It is to be hoped
the Men of this Turn have fome Scheme of Princi-
ples to aét upon, fome Way of ferioufly interpreting
the Precepts of Religion and Virtue different from o-
ther People, fome Diftinétion to convince them that
the leffer Degrees of Lewdnefs are entirely innocent 7,
when the groffer Sorts of it appear’to them compleatly

o

z Bayle's Refleftions occafioned by the Comer, &c. fpeaking of the Sin
gf U.uc.l’nmrrl.'ﬁ, all Chriftians agree; thac ic'is forbid bji the Law of God.
Set. 162, '
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wicked ; in fhort, fome confiltent way of Thinking to
reconcile their Practice to their cool and ferious Opini-
ons. That there is no great Harm in a little Pleafure
taken out of the Way, may pafs well enough in the
Gayety of Company; but when a Man converfes only
with himfelf, when he has not the Mirth of his Com-
panions to aflilt and fupport the Weaknefs of fuch a
Pretence, it can’t have Force enough left in it to pre-
vail with People of Senfe. How then muft we judge
of Mankind? A Punéilio of Honour may now and
then reftrain a Man from the groffer Injuries that at-
tend the Pra&ice of this Vice, but it is too whimfical
and too #nffeady a Principle to prevail with #zany Men,
or. with any Man continnally. Where Oppertunity is
at Hand, and all Danger of Difcovery at a Diftance,
what can ftand in the Way to his Pleafure ? A Punc-
tilio of Honour will be too weak to keep its Ground
long, where Confcience has loft all footing before.
I think we may fafely infer from hence, that the Num-~
bers of thofe who have this Command over themfelves,
and {top fhort in the Progrefs of Vice; who can refift
the ftrongeft Temptations, when the yielding to them
exceeds the Bounds they have prefcribed themfelves,
and yet can give into the leffer Degrees of this Vice,
are extreamly rare. It is indeed impofiible they fhould
be many, unlefs fome fettled’ Principle could be found
out for them to aét upon. It will be true then, geme~
rally fpeaking, that Men would fall into fuch a Progrefs
of Vice as 1 have defcribed, and that an Encourage-
ment from the Magiltrate would make it (till eafier.

And lattly, As to the Dread, which the Objeétion fup-
pofes thefe Men of better Underftandings have of A-
dultery izfelf, the Sincerity of fuch a Profeflion may be
judged of from their conftant Prafice. They run 2
very great Hazard of it in every random Amour they
deal in, For there is no providing againt Wives mak-

ing,



( 144 )

ing a Part of publick Stews, and it would be ridicu-
lous to attempt it. And therefore the Author, inftead
of faying that Stews fhould be tolerated to preferve the
Chattity of Women of Homour, might have owned at
firit (what he is forced to give into afterwards) that
the State ought to debauch * fome Women to preferve
the Chaftity of ozhers; or in other Words, that in all
well regulated Societies, like that of Vewice ®, the Ma-
giftrate ought to be Pimp General for his People.

And yet as barefaced a Piece of Wickednefs, as fuch
a Provifion for Luft may appear, this or fome fuch Me-
thod muft conflantly be taken to fupply any tolerated
Stews, That is, whenever there is a Scarcity of Strum-
pets who voluntarily offer themfelves for publick Ufe,
it is the Bufinefs of the Magiftrate to employ a Set of
hellith Agents in the Work of debauching Wives or
Virgins, who are to ferve as a Nurfery for common
Proftitution. But this indeed is a Mifchief that nothing
lefs than a Miracle can put us in any Danger of here.
Supplies would come in fure falt enough, and if it
were pofiible to fuppofe a want of them in other Coun-
tries, the Exportation of Whores might make a confi-
derable Branch of Trade, and in Time go near to un-
people the Ifland.

The Women that fupply the common Stews, were
themfelves once chalte and virtuous ; and the Preferva-
tion of zkbeir Chaltity was of as much Value and Con-
cern to the Commonwealth, as that of other Women ;
and fuch of the Plyers there, as the Stews don’t actually
debaunch, they do at lealt comtinxe and confirm in their
Debanchery ; they prevent any Amendment of their
Lives by fecuring a fort of Retreat for their Proftitu-
tion.

2 P, 09, ‘¥ P, 58, and 99.
This
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This Retreat, the more commodious it is made for
them, the greater Encﬁuragement it will give to Lf:wd-—
nefs; and the lefs Efteem will Women fet upon their
1l.*"u'mf: when the Inconveniencies attendmg the Lofs
of it are fo handfomely provided againft.

When .the Author therefore talks with fo much Re-
verence of Wamen of Homour ¢, one would think he
thould mean only modeff Women. If he intends it in
any other Senfe, all Women are ahke Women of Ho=
wour till they are debauched,and it is alike the Duty and
Interelt of the Magiftrate to keep them fo. The tat-
tered C_Inaths of the pooreft Wretch may contain as
much Virtue in them, as the {plendid Drefs of a Coun-
tels ; and it is out of mere Refpe& to Quality one
would avoid purfuing the Gnmpanﬁm

If Courtezans and Strampets were 2o be profecuted with
as much Rigonr as fome filly People would have it (fays
the Author) 9, what Locks or Bars wonld be [ufficient to
preferve ihe Honour of our Wives and Danghters? Whofé
Wives and Daughters does he talk of ¢ 1f the Honour
of fome Mens Wives and Daughters is to be {o tender~
Iy taken Care of, why muft a Sacrifice * be made of o-
ther Mens Wives and Daughters to procure that Safety
for them? For whofe Pleafure and Gratification muft
thefe Houfes be tolerated ? If it is chiefly to ferve the
Lult of Men above the conimon Sort, or out of a Pre-
tence to guard the Chaftity of Women of Fafthion, com-
mon'Juftice will diftate that the Price of all this fhould
come from People of the fame Rank, and Women of
Condition ftand at leaft the common Lot of Proftitus
tion to preferve the Challity of the reft. There is no
great Danget that Men of the lower Sort fhould at-
temipt the Chaftity of their Bettets, unlefs the firft Overs

¢ P.95, 58, and 99, 4 P, 95. ¢ P, g9,
U tures
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tures came from rhence. Why then fhould not the Re-
turn be equal? Or with what Juftice can Governors in-
nerpufe to prevent this, and have in View the debauch-
ing poor Women to pre[‘erﬂ’e the Honour of theirown
Wives and Daughters?

If any Man grown infolent from his Birth or For-
tune fhould feel any Indignation from the Freedom of
this Way of Reafoning ; if either the Husband, Father,
Brother, Kinfinan, or Friend fhould rife up w:thm him
to demand Regard to the Honour and Chaftity of the
Pe:-fon under his Care; if he finds himfelf thocked even
at the Hazard fhe wuuld run of ferving the Town asa
common Proftitute, in cafe the Numbers for that Pur-
pofe were to be decided by Lut, if he feels any thing
cerned in one as much as the other Then, Iet him con-
fider, what Pain the poor Man muft fuffer Hom the De-
hauchery of a Child he placed his chief Comfort in ;
one whom he hoped to fee the virtuous Wife of fome
plain honeft ‘Man, but whom by the Encouragement of
the Magiftrate he now fees debauched, or at leaft con-
tinued a Proftitute in zolerated Stews? There are poor
Men who have as quick a Senfe of Shame as their Bet-
ters, and of the Blemifh themfelves and Relations re-
ceive from fuch a Way of Life. And it will be but a
flender Satisfaction to him, that his Wife or Daughter
is proflituted to the Lult of thofe who would otherwife
attempt the Honour of fome richer Woman. Even in
common Cafes (whatever the Pride of Wealth and
Birth may fuggelt) there are poor Men, who have no
Ambition to have the mean healthy Blood that would
run in the Veins of their Pofterity, improved from the
Vices and Difeafes of Quality. But perhaps it was un-
neceflary to infilt fo much upon this.

¥
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For allowing for once (as the Author would have it}
that the Magi(trate may lawfully debauch poor Wenches,
to preferve the Chaftity of Gentlefolks ; does he thmk
that a Toleration of Stews would have that Effec in
England? And that if the Magiftrate were to endea-
vour it, it would be pofible to reltrain this Proftitution
to Women only of the loweft Degree 2 at a Time
when Vanity and Extravagance are arrived to fuchg
heighth among us, the ankward Manner, hard Hand;,
:-::;zrﬁ Breeding, aﬂd tawdry Drefs af' the Wﬂmér.r, who
in the Day time carry Fruit about in Wheelbarrows ',
would not go down fo well with the Exgli/p Talte.
Qur Gentry are feldom fo frugal in their Pleafures as
a Dutch Sailor ¢; and to their Shame be it fpo-
ken, I am afraid many of thern would outbid
even a Burghomafter of Amflerdam. Large Pri-
ces will naturally raife the Ambition of the Tra-
ders to gratify the Tafte of their Cuftomers with
better Fare, In a Country therefore fo polite as ours
is, we fhould have different Raxnks of Whores for the
different Quality of Guefts. We are very apt to im-
prove, and no doubt but very foon, befides thesolerazed
Szews for Women of the lower Sort, we fhould have
tolerated Affembliesfor Ladies of better Famion. Ifay,
by the Afliltance of the Court and Mag:ﬂrates, all this,
and other Improvements, might reafonably be expetled.
There would be no Fear of fuch a Scarcity, as to
oblige the Parliament 2o procare a Nuwsber of Whores
from foreign Parts®.

It will be found, I am afraid, that the Danger of this
is not altogether imaginary. For befides the Tempta-
tion Women of Condition would be under from the
Unfafhionablenefs of Marriage (which would foon be

f P.gs. P. 95, Lar. b P99,
U3 7 the
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the Confequence of tolerated Stews) the Sex in ge-
neral, even at prefent, feem to be ftrangely infelted
with a fort of Curiofity, like that of poor Dizab, to
go out and fee the Sons as well as the Danghters of the
Land; to fee them in all Shapes and Attitudes, in all
Guifes and Difguifes, Habits, and no Habits ; to fee
what their Behaviour would be in a State of Nature,
free from the Reftraints that Education, Cuftom and
Decency bhave lain them under. When this Humour
prevails fo ftrongly among them, and the Sichems {0
much abound in this our Land, the Friends, Guardi-
ans, or Brothers of any Damfel, feem to have very lit-
tle Reafon to be amazed at the Confequence, or to cry
out as if it were fome unexpe&ted Difalter, fbonld be deal
with our Sifler as with ap Harloz * *

I don’t mean howeyver that Mafquerades are quite
new among us, though they never were till now made
a general Entertainment. And thereforce if the learned
Bithop, who lately told his Audience, that tbis Diverfion
was brought among us by the Ambaffador of a neighbour-
ing Prince in a late Reign', means, that it was then fir/f
brought among us, that this is one of the warious En~
gines of Vice contrived by the prefent corrupt Genera-
¢ion ™, we muft attribute the Miftake to his hafty Zeal
again{t thofe dangerous Men, who by means of that fingle
Mafquerade intended to esflave s ; and who knows,
but the Meafures he fpeaks of, were then,and there con-
certed for that Purpofe 2 When fuch Compan]r meet,
what mayn’t we reafonably fufpect to be carrying r.:-n?
The Pope and the Devil were certainly there, and it is
well known in the Cities of London and Weftminfler,

' Gen., xxxiv. 1. k Ibib. verfe laft.
! Bithop of London’s Sermon to the Societies for Reformation of Man-
ners. g 29,
I- id. P 18,

that
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that thefe zwo feldom appear in Mafquerade without n
third Perfon in Company.

As far back as Edward the Third’s Time (and poffi-
bly there may be Inftances long before) we are told of
a Mafquerade or Mumming, made by the Citizens for
Difport of the young Prince Richard, Son o the Black
Prince *. This indeed feems to be only an innocent
Chriftmas Gambol, without the lealt view to intri-
guing, where a hundred and thirty Citizens went to
Court mafqued, with great Shew and Finery, and after
much Feafting, Mufick and Dancing, they retired Hume
in good Order.

The like Chriftmras Entertainment was made for
Henry the Fourth at Eltbam. Twelve Aldermen and
their Sons rode in @ Mumming to the great Satisfaction of
the Court °. However, there is not yet any mention of
their Wives and Daughters.

Harry the Eighth was himfelf a noted Mafquera-
der. Itis plain Love Affairs had by this Time got a
footing in them. Indeed the Mafquerade that was made
for him and the King of France by Anne Bolen at Ca-
lais ®, had no other Effet (that we know of) than the
haftening an intended Marriage.

But we have yet more certain Authority, that before
this, Wit and Gallantry had made a confiderable Pro-
grefs there. In the beginning of the fame Reign, an
A& of Parliament pafs’d to fupprefs them, which fets
forth, that ¢ Foralmuch as lately within this Realm, di-
¢ verfe Perfons have difguifed and apparelled them-
¢ felves, and covered their Faces with Vizors or other
¢ other Things, in fuch manner as they fhould not be

 n Stow’s Survey of Londons Vol 1. p, 252. printedin 1720,
o Ibid.
¥ Lord Herbers’s Hifl, of Hen. 8,

¢ known
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¢ known: And diverfe of them in a Company toge-
¢ ther, naming themfelves Mummers, have come to
¢ the dwelling Place of diverfe Men of Honour, and
¢ fubfantial Perfons, and fo departed unknown : Where-
¢ upon Murders, Felony, Rape, and other great Hurts
¢ and Inconveniencies have afore-time grown, and
¢ hereafter be like to come by the Colour thereof, if
¢ the faid Order fhould continue not reformed. Where-
¢ fore be it enaded, &g,

I don’t pretend that they were yet in tolerable Perfec-
tion. We find the Ladies were fomewhat coy ; but I
can affure the Reader, that after this 1 don’t meet with
one Inltance of & Rape committed in them. All Arts
and Inventions require Time for Improvement.

Polydor Vergil, who writ his Book de Invewtoribus
reram a few Years after the paffing this A&, has given
us an Account of the Condition of Mafquerades in his
own Country at this Time. Noftri morem inducnd: perfo-
nas non uno wel altero die, mec facroruim caufa, fed tarpi in-
Janiend: fiudio, duos continnos menfes ante quadragefima ini-
tiwm flolidé fervant, (ubquibus, inveteratajam delirandali-
centia, [excenta flagitia quotidie faciunt &S illud impane,
perinde quafi eo modo, cuique liceat effe [celerato, mibilgue
maleficis credatur committiy, fi vera hominis facies non
videatur, perinde ac wnow pateamus etiam Deo. In the
next Words he pays a Compliment to Eunglifbmen,
which even at that Tlime it is plain they had very little
vight to. Una omuium regionum Aduglia ejufmodi per-
fonatas Belluas ballenus non videt, wec quidein vult vide-
ve 3 quando apud Anglos, in re hac pre aliis certé fapien-
ziores, Lex eff, ut capizale fit, fi quis perfonas induerit V.
Mrt. Prynne fays *, that Polydor Vergil means by this
the Aét of Parliamenit mentioned jult now. If fo, the

¥ L.1. c.2.p. 335 and 336. §*Hiltrio-Maftix, p. 494.
very
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v!r? Preamble to the A& mi ght have informed him
that thefe erfonate Bellue had made their Appearance
in Eng fa#f long before ; and l:hat ‘therefore this fingular
Chara&er for Wlf‘dbm Was very ill ‘beftowed upon us.
Befides, he m:ﬂbok the If’umihment, which was not Cg-
pital by that A& (nor indeed hy any  Law whatever)
but only three Months Imprtfunmem, and a Fine at the
Diferetion of the Juftices.

The Mafquerades in Fames t'he F:;ﬂ‘s Timeleave no
room to fufpeét there were any Rapes committed ip
them. Letthe Reader take the Account of them from
the Hiftorian himfelf. Speaking of the Queen, he fays,,
¢ She was not without fome Grandees to attend her for
¢ outward Glory ; the Court being a continued Maska-
*‘rado, where fhe and her Ladies, like fo many Sea-
¢ ermphs or Nereids appeared often in various Drem:g,
¢ to the Ravithment of the Beholders : The King him-
¢ felf not bemg a little del:ghted‘ with fuch fluent Ele-
¢ gancies, as made the Nights more ﬂiﬂnuus than the
¢ Dar But the Latil:udf: that thefe h;ghﬂymg Fancies,
¢ and more fpeakmg Aétions gave to the lower World,
“to ]udgc and cenflre even the greatelt with Reproach-
¢ es, fhall not, provoke me fo much as to flain the in-
¢ nocent Paper. 1 fhall only fay in general, that Prin-
¢ ces, by how much thcy are greater than others, are
¢ look’d upon with a more fevere Eye. If their 'V:r-
¢ tues be not {uitable to their Greatnei‘s, the]r lofe much
¢ ‘of theic Value: For it is too great an Allay to fuch
¢ 1 Refinednefs to fall under the common Cogni=
¢ zance %

We have one Inftance in the following Reign upon
the Birth of the Duke of 2ork by the four Inns of
Coutt: An Entertainment of that ‘Magnificence, that

* Willen's Life of Fames 1f2,
we
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e are told, it coflt above 20,000 /. *; but this was lit-
tle more than aPlece of Pageantry. Indeed the Names
of the Perfons ¢ who. had the Managﬂnent of it, are
enough to fatisfy us of what kind i it was.

In Charles the Second’s Time l;hey were much of thp
modern Turn, unlike them only in this one C1rc|1m-
ﬂance, that the Hiftorian feems to ‘attribute them to 2
great Diffulution of Murals in the Conrt *. He gives the
following Account of them. ¢ At this Time the Court
¢ fell into much Extravagance in Mafqueradmg, both
¢ King and Queen,and all the Court, went about mask-
* ed, and came into Houfes uﬂknuwn, and danced
¢ there with 2 great deal of wild’ Frolick. In all this
¢ People were fo difguifed, that mfhnutbmng on the
¢ Secret, none could diftinguith tﬁem. - They were car-
¢ ried about in Hackney Chairs. Once the Queen’s
¢ Chairmen, not knowing who ﬂle was, went from her,
¢ fo fhe was a]unc, and was much difturbed, and came
¢ to Whiteball in a Hackney Cuach bnme fay it ‘was
ba Cart. * This gave fo much Scandal that we are
told in the next Words, B#cimgbam tnuk the ﬁdvan-
tage of her Bchavmur, and ¢ propofed to the ng,
¢ that he wnu]d give him Leave to fteal her away, and
¢ fend her to a Plantation, where fhe fhould be well
¢ and carefully look’d to, but never heard of more. *
This was to give Occafion to a Divorce, but ¢ the King
¢ rejedted it with Horror.” And the Queen being told
of the Indecency of her Behaviour, thuught it proper to
give over fuch wild Frolick.

b See 2 Defcriprion of it in Whitlek’s Memorials. It was afterwards
repeated in the City.

¢ Mr, Noy, Mr, Seldeny Mr. Hyde, Mr, Whitlocke, Sit Edward Herir.:rr, Sir
Fobm Finck, 8c.

4 Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Times; p. 252.
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The Mafquerade in the late Queen’s Time is frefh
ift every ones Memory. The Defign of this Enter-
tainment we are informed of by the worthy Bithop
mentioned before. [ cannor forbear toadd (fays he) thas
all religious Confiderations apart; this is a Diverfion that
no true Englihman ought to be foud of, when be remem-
bers that it was bronght among s by the Ambaffador of a
neighbonring Nation iz the laft Reign, while bhis Mafter
was in Meafurestoenflavens ¢, A Paflage full of curi-
ous Obfervation, wereit proper at this Time to enlarge
upon it. One thing however [ can’t avoid mentioning:
It is to do Juftice to the Memory of that excellent
Queen, who, by thofe who are not acquainted with the
Bithop’s Duty and pious Regard for {0 {teady a Promo-
ter of Virtue and Religion, might be thought, from
this Paflage, to have encouraged or affilted this Engine
of Vice and Profanenefs . 1t was doubtlels for want
of Room in fo fhort a Difcourfe, that the Bifhop had
not informed his Audience, that upon the firlt Reprefenta-
tion of the T'endency of thein, fhe gave immediate Orders
there fhould be no more of them. It had been ftrange
indeed, had fhe (confidering the Pronene(s of Mankind, to
fall into the Diverfions and Manners of thofe who are of
a [uperior Rank and Charater ®) countenanced, if I
may {0 fay, auy fuchfatal Snare, any loofe Affemblies, any
pernicions Invention that intrenches Vice and Profancnefs
againft all the dffanits and Impreffions of' Shame,in which
Lewdne[s may be concerted, Luxury, Immodefly and Ex-
travagance may be committed in Word and Deed ; in
fhort, any thing of fuch terrible Confequence to Firtue
and good Manners ®.  As the Voice of the People fo ge-
nerally concurred with her in the Choice of her Mini«

i
-

¢ The Bifhop of Lendon’s Scrmon. p. 20,
f Ibid. p. 18, 8 Ibid. p. 19. B Ibid.
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fters, and the Approbation of their Condué, fhe could
have no Ocecafion to purfue the Advice recommended
in Lucan, Libertas [celerum eft qua regna invifa tuetur's
A fort of Liberty People have often paid dear for in
other Countries ; for as the Bifhop fays in the next
Words to thefe quoted above, There is not a more effec-
tual Way to enflave a People, than firft to difpirit them
év Licentioufnefs and Effeminacy.

I thall only obferve with relation to the prefent Maf~
querades, that the Scheme lately fet on Foot for their
Improvement, by a Set of gallawz Gentry among us,
feems to have been wholly unneceflary. The Pretence
for it was, that though great lmmodefty 1n Word and
Deed might be committed in them, and much Lewdnefs
concerted *; yet it was not often that bere Love-Af-
fairs could be carried farther, that People’s Minds only
could be debauched in them; by which Means, except-
ing that they were frequented only by W omen of Honour,
they differed but little from the Temples of Venns at
Amfterdam'. 1 fhall not enquire at prefent whether all
this be {tri¢tly and univerfally true of them. DButfurely
the Times dow’t fland in need of fuch a Scheme, nor fuch
Prajectors to haften the Progrefs they have vifibly made
already. The Matter is in very able Hands ; and what-
ever fond Opinion thefe Gentry might entertain of their
own Parts, perhaps we have not one Euglifbian among
us equal to the Work. They need not defpair but the
prefent fort of Mafquerades in a few Winters more
(unlefs the Jealoufy of Husbands and Fathers fhould
unexpeftedly interpofe to put an end to them) will

l [fll gr
¥ The Bilhop of Lemnden’s Sermen, p. 19.
! They are only Places 1o meer and bargain in, o make Appointments,
i order to promote Interviews of greater Secrecy. Fable of the  Bees,
I.'I :_:'IZ_'.
bring



({rssa)

bring about every thing to their Withes. The Worfbip
of Diana (in this Senfe too) is much ouz of Fafbion
already ™. To return.

It muft be left with the Reader to judge, how far
tolerated Stews (by whart better Name foever Fafhion
may dignify them) would fecure the Chaflity of Women
of Hownour " ‘

But to go on. The Advocates for publick Stews
feem to lay it down as an undeniable Truth, that all
who are unmarried, muft needs be guilty of this Vice;
or at leaft, as Mr. Bayle computes, that onz of a bun-
dred yon won’t meet with one who is clear of it°. An
Affertion that fhews as great an Ignorance of the
World, as to fay that all People are clear of it. If the
Neceflity for it were fo great, why fhould it not al-
ways be as common with unmarried Women as Men?
If we are to believe Mr. Bayle, it fhould be more fo P.
It will be faid perhaps, that it is the want of Opportu-
nity in zhem that prevents it; and would not then the
fame want of Opportunity prevent it in Men? Or can
any Thing furnifh either Sex {o conveniently as zolera-
ted Stews? This is therefore another Mifchief arifing
from them. Many a one, from too much Indolence,
or too little Underfltanding, would not think of car-
rying on a tedious and difficult Intrigue with a modeft
Woman, who would yet be at the Pains of going to
a certain Rendezvous of Debauchery. No doubt but
the Youth in Time may receive Improvementin thefe
Schools, till by Degrees he grows fit for more difficult
Wickednefs. And I believe very few Inflances can be

m P oziz, n P, gg.

© Out of a hundred Men, I queltion whether you will find one, without
Reproach upon this Account. fis Refleians occafioncd by the Comee, &,
dec, 162,

P It is very apparent that rhis Paflion is more violent in Women than in
Men, Ihid.

X2 given



(156 )
given, where modeflt Women have ever been debauch-
ed by Men, that were them(elves till then entirely in-
nocent. Skill and Wickednefs both come by Practice,
there is no being great in either all at once.

As there are many who from an Indolence in their
Nature would not be at any great Pains, or {ubmir to
a tedious Afliduity, to compafs the Ruin of Innocence,
and to purchafe the fhort-lived Pleafure arifing from the
Conquelt of it ; fo there are valt Multitudes of others
fo taken up with the neceflary Attendance upon their
Bufinefs and Profeflions, as not to have Time for it.
But this convenient Inftitution will remove all Difficul-
ties, by charitably conforming to the Humours of
the one, and the Occafions of the other. So hap-
pily is it contrived; that the Ina&ivity and Lazinefs of
Men, Qualities that ftand in the Way to any emi-
nent Degree of Goodnefs, fhould, by means of this,
be no Hindrance to their Proficiency in Wickednefs!
That the very Dalnefs of their Underftandings, which_
incapacitates them from being greatly ferviceable to
Mankind, fhould not prevent their being inltrumental
in the Work of a general Debauchery ! That their
Hurry of private Affairs, which allows them but little
Time to concert Schemes for advancing Religion and
Virtue in the World,or to feck Opportunities for employ-
ing their charitable Offices towards the Amendment of
others, fhould yet leave them room to praétife and pro-
mote as much Lewdunef(s as their Conflitutions will give
ghem leave ! Here without Trouble, Contrivance or
Delay, every one may be as wicked as he pleafes. So
effe€taally would thefe Temples of Fexrus prevent
Whoring, and promote the Caufe of Chaftity!

But the Advocates for licen{fed Stews feem to think
the Chaftity of the Men of fo little Value, as not to be
worth their’s, or the publick Notice. On the other
hand, the very Method laid down by them for guarding

1 the



(157) !

the Virtue of Women, is by fupplying the Men with
the moft convenient and conftant Opportunities for
Lewdnefs, as if the Chaftity of one Sex were belt
fecured by the greateft Debauchery of the other. But
they themfelves know better the natural Tendency of
publick Stews; and whatever theavowed Pretence may
be, the Means are not {o difproportioned to the End re-
ally defigned by them. Shame or Modefty in each Sex
is the great Barrier that ftands between them ; when
this is quite broken down on one Side, the better Half
of the Difficulty is got over; for it is a greater Violence
to Modefty to ask, than to yield upon being ask’d.

How far Opportunity itfelf promotes all Degrees of
this Vice, will appear too from Experience. I prefume
it won’t be denjed, that People in the Country of all
Ranks, generally fpeaking, enjoy as much Health as
the Inhabitants of this crowded City, and confequently
thofe natural Defires mull be at lealt as {trong in zhewns,
as in thefe. Neither will it I prefume be denied, that
the Praétice of Lewdnefs is much lefs frequent among
all forts of People in the Country, than in Town. If
it be faid that a Habit of this Vice once eftablithed be~
gets a Neceflity for continuing it, even where there is
a lefs Share of Health or natural Vigeur, the Queltion
will recur, to what was that Habit owing ? In the
Country there are few of thofe Temples of Venus 9, and
yet Ravifhing is not a common Crime there*.

Suppofe now that the Author’s Projeét were put in
Execution, and extended every where (as fure it oughe
to be, if it be fo ufeful 3 one; ) fuppofe that not only
the larger Zowns in the Country, but every Parift had
one of thofe Temp!es of Veunus in them, to be licenfed
every Year by the Jullices, as Ale-Houles are now ;

SIS
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Can any one ferioufly think that fuch a Zoleration would
promote the Caufe of Chaflity in either Sex? That it
would prevest any worfe Evil that is now committed
there ? Any Imparity of a more execrable Kind ? Or even
provide better for the Safety of Women of Honour 2 And
yet as ludicrous as this Queftion may appear, no Rea-
fon can be given why a Toleration of Stews in every
Parifh fhould not promote the Caufe of Chaltity as ef-
feftually in zbhem, as in the moft populous City in the
World. If thefe forts of Houfes in Town WERE pro-
fecuted with as mach Rigour as the filly People the Au-
thor mentions wozl/d have it, and as they certainly would
be, if any fuch were known in the Country, the Prac-
tice of Lewdnefs muft needs be more difficalt, and pro-
bably, upon that Account, lefs frequent. If half the
Pains and Refolution were fhewn by Men in the fame
Rank and Station, in deftroying and putting down
Stews, that have lately been exerted in putting an end
to Gaming-Houfes, in all Probability the Succels wonld
be proportionably as great ; and the Prallice of this
Vice be laid under almoft as great Difficulties as the
other. I fay, by Men of the fame Rank and Station;
for it is not to be imagined, that a few reforming Con-
ftables, liable to be tempted by the loweft Bribe, en-
conraged exly by a Difcourfe from the Pulpit once a
Twelvemonth (though it were the beft that Religion
and good Senfe ever infpired) are fufficient to flem the
Torrent of Vice and Debauchery that prevailsin this
Town. I fhouid be very loth to be thought to under-
value the Merit of thefe Gentlemen, who have fo hap-
pily put a Check to that deftrutive Vice of Gaming,
and for which their Country ftands deeply indebted to
them; or even to blame the lefs effe@ual Endeavours

{P. E'ii-
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of other Men to prevent the Growth of Debauchery a-
mong us: All I meant was, to fhew, from the great
Succefs the former have met with, that the Prevention
of Vice, at leaft a greater Progrefs of it, is not {o def=
perate or romantick an Undertaking as fome Men love
to reprefent it, efpecially if the Endeavours towards it
were openly countenanced by Authority °.

All the Pleas for the Neceflity of publick Stews are
reducible to this, that Men have natural Defires which
muft be fatisfied. But thefe Delires being common to
both Sexes, if they are irrefitible in the one, it is pre-
fumed they are altogether as prevalent in the other ®.
And if fo, I would defire the Advocates for publick
Femnale Stews to produce one Argument in their Fa-
vour, which is not equally ftrong for the Toleration of
MaALE Stews ; that is, why the Conveniency of #%s-
men of Fafhion, their Interelt and Inclinations, (hould
not be confulted as much in the Toleration of the one,
as the Conveniency of Gentlemen in the Eftablitlhment
of the other; why a new Order of Lay Mosks fhould
not be inftituted as well as Lay Nuas, for the Service
of each refpeltive Sex, where Proflitution inftead of
Chaltity, fhould be their Duty and Profeflion *. Why,
fays the Author, #2 15 2he Intereft of the Suciety thar Wo-
men fbonld linger, wafle and dye, ratber than relieve

e

t There is a remarkable Paffage in Mr. Bayle, that is wery firong to this
Paurpofe.  All Chriftians are agreed that Uncleannels is forbid by the Law
of God. And yet our of a hundred Men, I queftion whether you will find
one who is free from this Reproach, How happens this? Becaufe the
Magiftrate gives no Body any Trouble or Difturbance upon this Accoun:.
Mr. Bayle's Refiefions, Sed. 162, i

u It'is very apparent that this Paffion is more violentin Women than in
Men., Mr. Bayle's Refledtions, Sedl, 162.

X Mentaigne in rc-:knm'r.g up the monftrous Opinions and Praltices in
fume Countries (upon the Plan of Sexrns Empivicas) fays, that in Faét there
ii @ Place where there are publick Brothels of Meu, 1l en eft; ou il fe void
dés Bordeaux publics de Malles, Lo, .22,
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themfelves in an anlawful manner ¥. IF this be intended
as a Sneer upon the unreafonable Cuftom of the World
for making this Difference (for the ingenious Author
has fuch a Way with him, that it is very hard to know,
when he is in earneft and when not ; if this; 1 fay, be
his meaning) it is giving up the Point contended for.
But if it is his ferious Opinion, that iz i the Intereft of
the Society, that Women fhonld linger, wafle and dye,&c,
What in the Name of common Senfe fhould hinder it
from being the Intereft of the Society, that the Men
fthould praétife fome Share of this Self-denial too? For
the fame Degree of Virtue or Self-denial it is not in
their Power to pra&ife ; becaufe it is more in their
Power to relieve themfelves by Marriage than Wo-
men, who by common Cultom are hindred from fuch
Relief, till they have withfiood a great deal of Invitati-
on. If he fays, that fuch an Indulgence to unmar-
ried Women would infect their Condué& afterwards
it mult be allowed him it would certainly have this
Effeét ; but then it would as certainly have this Effe&
upon the Behaviour of the Men too. This is therefore
another Inconvenience arifing from thefe publick
Stews.

For befides that they promote Adultery, by giving
Opportunities for Men to frequent them after Marri-
age, their having ever frequented them while fingle,
has a lafting Influence upon their after Lives. Ifa Man
has indulged his Luft to fuch a Degree as to weaken his
natural Appetites, Jealonfy and all its curfed Train of
Artendants (which there will be but too often jult Oc-
cafion for) will foon get hold of him. But though he
fhould meet with an uncommon Share of Virtue in a
Wife, under ftrong Temptations to the contrary, yet

¥ Fable of the Bees, p. 152,
the
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“the ill Opinion he brings with him of the Sex, con-
traéted from an Experience of the bad Part of them,
will raife Sufpicions from the flighteft Circumltances
and moft innocent Behaviour, and very often improve
thofe Sufpicions into pofitive Proof and Convi&ion.
AIf on the other hand his Faculties remain in full Vi-
gour, the Love of that Variety that has hitherto enter.
tain’d his Senfes, muft remain as ftrong as ever ; and
this it is probable he will (till give Way to and indulge,
Bat though he fhould, from a Senfe of the many In-
conveniencies that would attend the Purfuit of his Luft,
ever get the better of this vicious Inclination, yet the
LConfliét he muft undergo in the Way to it, the very
Struggle he will feel within himfelf, to get the entire
Maftery of a Paffion he has received fo much Pleafure
from, will too often grow into an Averfion towards
the Caufe that has produced fo painful an Effet in him.
And thusit won’t be difficult to account for it, why fo
tewof our reformed Debauchees (as they are called) en-
ioy much Happinefs in a married Life themfelves, or
confer any great Portion of it upon their Wives. DBut
this is a Truth that few of our gay tempered Ladies
care to be convinced of, till Difeafes and Mifery have
confirmed it to them.

‘When I fay that Men will indulge themfelves in the
fame Variety provided their Faculties remain in Vi-
gour, I don’t mean that this is not very often the Cafe
after they are weaken’d and deftroyed. An ltch after
Variety may haunt them like a Ghoft, long after the
true natural Appetite is dead and gone. Thus it is to
be feared, many of our puny Men of Quality wander
Abroad, when there would be no great Danger of Ex-

cefs at Home, tho’ their Conftancy were ever o re-
markable,

X Bug
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But to go on. However violent or irrefiftible the Defire
may be that each Sex hasto the other, it wasgiven them by
Nature for wife and neceflary Purpofes. And the Wif-
dom and Policy of -all Governments have fallen in
with this natural Inclination, by giving all poflible En-
couragement to Marriage. But the Defign of each
would be in a great Meafure difappointed, if thofe na-
tural Defires could be fo commodioufly fatisfied ano-
ther Way. It is only in this Senfe true then, that if
Stews were openly encouraged, boweft Women might
go unmolefted *,  Unmolelted indeed moft of them
would be for any honeft Purpofes : But whether fuch a
general Negle&t of them, fuch an wwmolefted State,
would tend much to the Prefervation of their Chaftity,
muft be left to the Reader’s Sagacity to determine.
Comparing this with what has been faid before, I am
afraid it will appear but too probable, that our tolerazed
Stewws (call them by what Name you will) would foon
have a great Number of Women of Homour refort to
them. It would furnifh Ladies with fome kind of Ex-
cufe for going to Maflquerades, and frequenting fome
fort of Affemblies.

But unmarriecd Women are not the only People that
would fuffer from thefe Stews. It would be impoffi-
ble to provide againt Husbands frequenting them;
and as this would naturally occafion, {o it would in
fome Meafure juftify a Return of the fame kind from
their Wives.

Again. Political Writers feem all to agree, that Num-
bers of People increafe a national Wealth ; which is
certainly true as long as there is any Room for improy-
ing their own Soil, or extending their Commerce to
Advantage. But publick Stews greatly leflen the Num-

——
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ber of Births ; whichis apparent as well from the Hin-
drance they give to Marriage, as from the Difeafes they
occafion, and the feeble Conftitutions they entail upon
the fcanty Pofterity that is generally derived from fuch
debauched Parents.

We have hitherto confidered what this Author has
urged in Defence of tolerated Stews from the Nature
and Tendency of them : But befides all thefe good
Reafons in their Favour, he has the Authority of other
Countries to countenance his Opinion.

In Izaly,hefays, the Toleration of Strumpets is barefuced,
AtVenice and Naples limpurity is a kind of Merchandize and
Traffick, and Counrtezans at Rome compofe a Body in the
Szate.And heis mightily pleafed with theirPolicy at/enice,
when in a Scarcity of this fort of Traffick, they fent
for a large Cargo of Whores from foreign Parts *,
[Here no doubt the Reader will obferve that the Policy
fo much commended in this Syftem of fevere and exals-
ed Morality, is more than a bare Conmivance at Profli-
tution ».]  The Reafon why [0 many good Politicians as
thefe, tolerated lewd Houfes, is mot, he fays, their Irre-
ligion, but to prevent a worfe Evil, an Impurity of a more
execrable Kind, and to. provide for the Safety of Women of
Howmounr <, It is hard to guefs what fort of Impurities
he means ; for if our Travellers thither are not in a
general Confederacy to deceive us, the moft vile and
execrable Pieces of Wickednefs are daily a&ed over in
thofe hellifh Aflemblies. Their very Women ferve for
the moft annatural fort of Luft. Now inftead of this,
the Reader fure might reafonably expeét, the Author
fhould juftify the Policy he beftows fuch Encomiums
upon, by fhewing the good Effeés thefe Stews have
had upon the Morals of the People in Izaly. Hefhould

-~
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have fhewn, that fomple Fornication was the greateft
Crime known there; that thele zolerazed Temples
of Venns had banithed all groffer and more execrable
forts of Lewdne(s from the Country. It might furely
be expeéted he thould fay at leaft, that Women of Ho-
nour might appear publickly unveiled and unmasked
without any Attack upon their Virtue ; and that Huf-
bands and Fathers were no longer in Pain for their Be-
haviour. DBut this is a Defcription that fzaly could not
be known by. It is fo far from being the Cafe in faét,
that there is fcarce a Country in the World where there
are fo many Inftances of Adultery, though the natural
Jealoufy of the Husband be very great, and the Prac-
tice rendred very unfafe and dangerous, by the bloody
Refentment of the injured Perfon, not only upon evi-
dent Proof, but the flightelt Sufpicion; a Smile or a
Look being thought a fufficient Pretence for Aflaffina-
tion. I prefume it will appear more probable, that this
greater I'requency of Adultery here than elfewhere, is
owing to an open Encouragement of Stews, than that
this Encouragement fhould prevent a flill greater Pro-
grefs of Lewdnefs, which there feems to be no room
left for. All the Youth of the Nation receive, as it
were, a Part of their Education in thefe Temples ; and
no wonder the Wife and Daughters fhould not think
there is much Harm in what young Mafter is always
encouraged to practife. Thus Vice grows familiar to
them from their Infancy ; and where all the natural
Horror of it is worn off {0 early, the Pra&ice will
fo on fucceed. If Girls fet out with fuch Princi-
ples, it mult not be expected, that Marriage fhould all
of a fudden give them better; efpecially where it is fo
much a Cuftom for Husbands to frequent Stews them-
{elves, and run into all kinds of Debauchery, as to leave
their Wives the lealt Share of their Converfation.

As the want 'of Opportunity makes the Praice of
. all
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all forts of Lewdnefs lefs frequent in the Coun-
try than in Town, and as Euglawd in general ,
from the want of a publick Licence, and legal Encou-
ragement of Stews, is not yet quite fo rematkable for
this fort of Wickednefs, as fome of our Neighbours;
fo Izaly from the contrary Policy, befides an equal Share
at leaft of the common Degrees of this Vice, has the
Infamy to bediflinguifhed for the groffer Sorts of it in fo
remarkable a manner, that all unnatural forts of Luft
pafs with us under the Name of Itavian Vices. This
is the Country, which this Book of fevere and exalted
Morality propofes as an Example for the Imitation op
England.

I would not be underitood to mean that there never
were any tolerated Stews in Exgland. Stow: 9 tells us
of feveral Regulations concerning the Stews in Sozzh-
wark, in an Aét of Parliament that pafs’d at Weflmin-
Sler the 8§ of Henry 11%. (in the Year 1162.) And Da-
niel in the Life of that King does fay, that a Parliament
was held at /#eftmiunfler about that Time, which others
however think was only a Council of Bithops ®, met
about fubjeéting the Offences of the Clergy to the
Cognizance and Punifhment of the Civi/ Magiftrate. But
as no mention is made of thefe Regulations concern-
ing Stews, nor indeed of any other Law that pafs’d
there at that Time, either by Spelman or others who
have collefted the Laws before Magna Charta, it is
more probable that thefe were only Conftitutions re-
lating to the Liordthip of Winchefler, and confirmed by
the King % This carries us back to within fixty Years
of the Tlime Marriage was prohibited to the Clergy,
And as thefe very Regulations fuppofe the Stews to

4 Stow’s Survey of Leidon, Vol. 2. p.7. printed in 1730,
€ Kenner's Hilt. Vol. 1.

£ vid, & Paper in the Phd&%phml Tranfaltions, jomes’s Abridgment,
Yol 2. p. 382,
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have been fubfilting fome Time before &, and as Hifto-
ry (for our Records do not reach fo far) have not made
the lealt mention of them before this (I fay, compar-
ing thefe Things together) it will appear very probable
that the Stews owe their Rife to this Injunétion of Ce-
libacy to the Clergy. This certainly furnifhed a more
plaufible Excufe for them, than their prefent Advocates
can urge in their Behalf. They continued * (excepting
a fhort Interruption now and then from the Greatnefs
of the Diforders committed in them) till the 37" of
Henry VIIL. foon after the Liberty of Marriage was
reltored to the Clergy, when they were finally put an
End to. And furely they can never gain a footing here
again, but among the reft of the Attendants upon Po-
pery.

Agreeable to this was that Anfwer of the merry Mr.
Heywood 1o Queen Mary, upon the Queen’s telling him
that zbe Clergy mufl forego their Wives: Your Grace
({ays he) muft allow them Lemons then, for the Clergy
cannot live without' Sawce ' ; meaning, no doubr, the
Neceflity there would be of reviving the Stews, fo
lately put down by her Father, Lemaz being an old Ene
glifp Word for a Prie/t’s Harlot.

To return to our Purpofe. Itis far from being true
that thefe Stews did in faét prevent any worfe Evil, any
Impursty of a more execrable kind ¥. On the other

g The Expreffionis, according to the old Cuftoms that had been there ufed
Time out of Mind. [udeed Time our of Mind in the Law Senfe at prefent
reackes back to a fixt Pevied at a vaft Diffance. The meaning bere is mo more
than & Time beyond common Meniory ; which will agree well enough to the Time
Marriage was probibited tothe Clerpy,

h There is @ vemarkable Record of them in Richard 119°s Time, when they
jezm 2o kave beew in Danger of over-running the whole Bovosgh, Item, Suppli-
2nr les Co es de la Burgh de Sourwerk que nullez eftewes foyent tenuz en
le Burgh de Southwerk mesen le Co e plage pur ce ordeine, Le Roy le
voer. Rot. Parl. 13. Rich, II. zw. 32, b

i Cambden’s Remains.

¥ Fable of the Bees, #. 98.
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hand, Inftances of the moft abominable Sotts of Lewd-
nefs occur more frequently in Hiftory during the Con-
tinuance of Stews, than fince thefe Nurferies of De-
bauchery have been put an end to. To return.
But of all the Countries in Exrope where Proftituti-
on is encourag’d, by a fort of Prejudice very natural,
he can’t help upon fome Accounts giving the Preference
to Holland. He is extreamly delighted with zbe Tesn-
ple of Venus az Amiterdam, where W omen are hired as
publickly as Horfes a¢ a Livery Stable’. And yet zhe
~wary Magiftrazes, by fome wholefome Severities upon
thofe neceffary Profligates, and their miferable Keepers,
preferve themfelves in the govd Opinion of the weaker fore
of People, who imagine that the Government is ::fw;a_}rr
endeavonring, though unable, to fupprefs what it actual-
ly volerates ™. There is Prudence and Qeconomy »
frugality and Policy to be feen in them °.  He beftows
feveral Pages in defcribing them ; defcends to the bard
Hands and tawdry Drefs of the Damfels who fupply
them by Night, and can’t even omit zbe Wheelbarrows
zhey carry Fruit in by Day *.  Befides it fhews Contri-
vance, that the Mufick in thofe Temples of Pemsus is
Pg;ﬁlrm’d, by Urgans %, not out of Refpect (he would have
you think) zo the Deity that is worfbipped in them *,
What Pity it is fo fine a Defcription, fo many hand-
fome Things faid of his Countrymen fhould be thrown
away upon them! It {eems zhe wife Rulers of that well
ordered City ', from a thorough Senfe of the many In-
conveniencies thefe tolerated Temples were attended
with, have put an end to them fome Time ago, and
fent all the Damfels and their Keepers 4 packing*. And

iP, 95. m P, g8, n P, g6. ° P, g7. PP os.
9The Reafon why he prefers the Ufe of Organs in Stews, and exprelles
himfelf in fuch Language, is ealy to be guefs'd at,
£ P.g7. TP 95. t P.g8. e
i
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if the common Accounts are true, his prefent Holinefs
is in very much the fame Way of Thinking, and is at
this Time exerting his Aunthority in order to fupprefs
them at Kowe. By this Means the Curiofity of many
of our hopeful Youth to examine the Furniture of thefe
Temples has been difappointed, a Curiofity that fends
many of them abroad, and fills up the greateft Part of
their Converfation after their return. However, our
Author will have the Comfort to think, that though
thefe Temples are no more, his Defcription of them
will live, thatit will pleafe Men of any tolerable Tafle,
and not beeafily lofl *

He fays, onr Univerfities in England are mueh be-
lyed o in foime Colleges there was not a monthly Al-
lvwance ad expurgandos renes ¥, That the Univerfities
are belyed, has nothing remarkable in it.. Itis but their
commmon Fate to be {o, when they are talked of by
fuch as he is. A better Acquaintance with themwould
have prevented fome other Errors in his Perform-
ance. T '
I am afraid it will be thought giving too much Coun-
tenance to fo ill contrived a Piece of Calumny, to fet
about a ferious Confutation of it. Perhaps thebeft Au-
thority it has ever yet had, has been-that of a Debau-
chee at a T'avern, as an Excufe for his own Wickedf
nefs. Ithink it never ventured into Print till now ;
and the Fable of the Bees will add but little to the Cre-
dit of it. However, for the SatisfaGion of all curious
Readers, we do aflure them, upon the Credit of thofe
who have examined the Statutes of thofe Colleges in
both Univerfities, which have at any Time been moft
fufpected for fuch a Licence, that there is no Expref-
fion of this Sort; nor any Thing equivalenttoit, for
' o P, 472, ¥ P g9
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any other that gives the leaflt Countenance to Lewdnef(s,
nor does there appear to be the lealt Foundation to be-
lieve there ever was any fuch. On the other hand, there
are in thofe very Colleges exprefs Statutes that pumfh
Fornication with Expulfion. :

Indeed there is a Paflage in Fauller’s Hlﬁnr}*, that by
falling into the Hands of fome facetious Gentlemen,
might poflibly be improved into this Piece of Scandal
upon the Urrverfizies. And if this Conjeéture won't
account for the Rife of it, furely thofe People,
who fpread it with fo much Induitry, will think thems
felves obliged to produce fome better and more certain
Authority to vouch for it.

At the Diflolution of religious Houfes in .Eug.’aﬂd,_
when the Zeal of the People encouraged every little
idle Story to reproach them, when fubterraneouns Paf=.
{ages were difcovered leading from Fryeries to Nunne-
ries through Rocks, and under great Rivers; there
went another Report yet more improbatle (fays Fuller *)
that Abbots made Provifion for their Lufls on their Leg-
Jesy enjoining their Tenants to furnifh them, &c. And,
he {ays, @ Reverend Divine (a hot-brained, fanatick
Preacher)Mr. Stephen Marfballtold him, he had feen fuch 2
Clanfe in a Leafe of the Abby of Ellex,wherethe Leffee was
enjoined to provide, unam claram & lepidam puellam, ad
purgandos Renes, Domini Abbatis,. Now if weareto
believe Mr. Stephen Marfball did not contrive the whole
Story, it was probably the Impofition of fome Wag
upon him to try the Exce(s of his Credulity, which he
afterwards gave out he had feen himfelf; for that he
ever did fee fuch a Leafe is highly improbable: And
his Friend Faller fays at the fame, Time, he did not
believe him. And indeed {0 remarkable a Leafe pre«

-

® Fuller’s Church Hiftory, . 317, 318,
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ferved fo late as Stepben Marfhall’s Days, the Zeal of
the T'imes againtt Popery would hardly have left to
fubfift upon fuch flender Credit. This too feems ftill
more likely from the Jocofenefs of the Stile, for the
Sake of which they were content to ufe fo abfurd an
Expreflion as purgandos Renes.

But allowing, againft all Probability, that Stepbem
Marfpall did fee fuch a Leafe, though we fhould fup-
pofe an ignorant Steward or Leafe-drawer to believe
claram &5 lepidam puellam to be of Ufe ad purgandos
Renes, is it poflible to imagine, that the Compilers of
College Statutes fhould ftep out of the common Road,
and talk in the Language of a Profeffion, on Purpofe
to fhew their Ignorance in it ? Fora fmall Share of
Knowledge in Anatomy would have told them that
the Kidneys have no more todo in Venery, than the Guts
or the Brains.

There are in each of the Univerfities a great many
hundred Youth in the Health and Vigour of their Age,
much the greater Part of them from feventeen to five
and twenty ; and perhaps there is not in the World
any Place where this Vice is lefs practifed. Indeed the
Opportunities for it are very rare, and the Punifhments
very fevere. But zbe wife Rulers of thofe well-ordered Bo=
dies * would not I prefume thank the Government,
nor the Author, for giving them the Hint, if in the
Scarcity of Whores there is there at prefent, they fhould
procure 2 freth Cargo from fireign Parts * to fupply
their great Neceflities. Tt would be difficult to per-
fuade them, that thefe Whores were fent thither to
ferve the Caufe of Chaftity, or to prevent any greater
Wickednefs. For whatever he may have heard of the

r Pl 9:-! _’_"P- e
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Univerfities, I muft'tell him, Rawifbing is by no means
a daily Praétice among them. T o return.

I have all along purpofely avoided taking Notice of
any other Inconveniencies eccafioned by the licenfing
of publick Stews, than the Tendency of them to in-
creafe the Pra&ice of Lewdnefs in all its Branches.
T'he frequent Quarrels that muflt unavoidably happen
there, the Murders that are often committed, and the
many other {candalous Enormities, which always have
been and will be the Confequence of this licenfed Wick-
ednefs, would of themfelves furnifh fufficient Matter of
Objeétion againft them. DBut till fome more clear-
fighted Advocate for them rife up than has hitherto o-
bliged the World with his Dilcoveries, one who iz
the Chain of Canfes can fee farther, and in the Profpelt
of concatenated Euvewts can enlarge bis View * to a
greater Diftance than the reft of Mankind, we may
venture to reflt the Merits of the Caufe upon this one
Point, whether publick zolerated Stews tend to promote
the Cdufe of Lewdnefs or Chaftity?

Perhaps it will be needlefs to fhew, how far Adul-
tery is prejudicial to Society, fince the Author allows
it, and makes it the Duty of the Magifltrate to prevent
it. 1t will be thought fufficient, if what has been faid,
proves that an Allowance of Fornication naturally pro-
motes Adultery. DBut as there are ethers who won't
think the Defign of zbe Fable fully an{wered, unlefs it
be thewn too, that Adultery is prejudicial ; for the Sake
of fuch, I fhall juft obferve, that if the Happinefs of a
Community confifts in the Happinefs of the Individuals
who compofe it (as has been thewn already ®) it will
be fufficient to ask any married Couple, whether a bate

2 P, 8, b See p. 19, of this Engwiry.
Z 3 o Sufpicion
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Sufpicion of each others Adultery, is notenough to im-
bitter their private Lives, to alienatetheir Affeétions from
one another ; and in fhort, to render that State that
was intended for the Benefit of Mankind and theSup-
port of Society, painful and miferable. I believe very
few have {o ill a Talte of Happinefs, as not to an{wer
in the Affirmative. Nay, the A&ion itfelf would have
this Effe&, though there were an abfolute Security of
Secrecy. Nature feems to have taken Care, that the
mutual Love and Affeétion between Husband and Wife
fhould be owing to the mutual Aflittance and Benefit
they bring to each other. Now, whether this Benefit
confifts in relieving our natural Neceflities, or beltow-
ing any acual Pleafure, it naturally creates in us a
Love towards the Benefaftor, 'Where both thefe con-
cur, our Love or natural Gratitude is very {trong. But
the fatisfying thefe Delires elfewhere, or receiving this
Pleafure from another Perfon, mifplaces the Affeétion
that naturally arifes from thence,and deftroys that Love
for the other, without the mutual Returns of which
the State itfelf would be intolerable, Perhaps in com-
mon Cafes, the receiving Obligations from another,
does not very fenfibly or fuddenly deftroy a Senfe of
Gratitude to a former Benefaétor (which yet it may be
is doubtful, efpecially where the Obligations are of the
fame kind.) But Love admits of no Equality in the
Obje&s of it. It is impofiible to love two alike, or
either of them with the fame Ardor as if you loved
only one. This indeed may now and then be miftaken,
or Liove may be reprefented by only one Part of it, or
by fomewhat foreign toit. Liove is a mix’d Paffion. It
is a Compofition of Friendfhip and natural Defire, or
what, if the Reader would join no criminal Ideas to ir,
I fhould choofe to call Lxf. As the Proportion of the
two Ingredients may vary with difierent Conflitutions,

I fo
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{o they may be divided between twa'bbje-ﬂs: while
neither of them is properly loved : As among Men one
has more of your Friendfhip, while the other hasthe
greater Share of your Efteem. But without amufing
my felf or the Reader with fuch Speculations, it is moft
certain, that as this mutual Benefit is the greateft Tie
married People have upon each other’s Affetions, {o a
Gratification of this Paflion with one, will deftroy it
towards another. And to gmard and preferve this in its
utmolt Purity, that {lrong, and otherwife unaccount-
able Paffion of Jealoufy, is implanted in our Nature.

This lalt Contideration is of itfelf a fufficient Proof,
how certainly fuch Liberties deftroy the conjugal Af-
feftion. That fome Men, from a peevith Dilpofition,
fhould vex and give themfelves Pain, for Accidents that
really do them no Hurt or Damage, and which a wife
Man would overlook, is eafy to be accounted for. But
that fo violent a Senfe of Wrong fhould run through
the whole Species, that People fhould put themfelves
to Torture (and, if we are to judge by fome Inftances,
as exquifite a one as we are capable of enduring) from
a mere imaginary Evil, from what does them no real
Hurt or Injury jto fuppofe this, [ fay, is to make Nature
to have delighted in our Mifery,to have wantonly fported
in her Works, and to have given us this Paflion of Jea-
loufy (unlike all others) not only not for any fervice-
able Purpofe, but to our extreme Pain and Torment.
Jealoufy feems to be a Sufpicion or Fear, that the Perfon
loved does or will beftow a Part of his or her Affection
upon another, which you defire to engrofs wholly to your
felf. If the Paffion itfelf then be a reafonable one, as
certainly all our other Paflions are, it is the fear of a
real Evil, a real Lofs of Affe&ion towards you, that
Jealoufy confifts in. And this rea/ Evil a Commerce
with another will always occafion,

But
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Bat the good of" the prefent Age muft not be the on-
ly Obje&t of our Care. Doubtlefs it is a Duty every
one owes his Country, to convey down the Happinefs
he himfelf enjoys, improved, if poflible, to thofe that
come after him. And thercfore, if married People
were to indulge each other in a Licence of Adaltery,
befides the Inconveniencies mentioned already, it would
be attended with the molt pernicious Effeéts to their
Country. It would introduce an Uncertaiuty of Off
fpring. Now if a Man once fufpeéls the Children in
his Family not to be his own, it he is uncertain whe-
ther Nature has given bim a parzicular Interell in their
‘Welfare, he can’t be very folicitous either abont their
Education, or a Provilion for them afterwards. Ina
Word, he mufl needs fail in that Duty which he owes
both to them and to his Counntry, the making them hap-
Py themfelves, and the lnitruments of as much Happi-
nels as poffible to the reff of the World., And if there
be any fort of Pleafure in performinzg thele Duties to
his Children, or in the Confcioufnefs of Asaving truly
and faithfully perform’d them, it is utterly loft to Men
in thefe Circumfitances, and confequently their prefens
Happinefs is affeéted by it.

Such a Confufion of Cffspring would by Degrees
banith Marriage from a Society; and the Commerce
between the Sexes would be reduced to a Level with
that of Brutes ©; which is what the Author of the Fable
feems to labour to bring itto 4. It will be difficult to

find

£ Fenevem incertam vapientes more ferarwm, Hor, Sat. L. 1. 3.

4 P.1§3. The Curious, that ara skill'd in anatomizing the invifible Pare
of Mankind, will obferve, that the more fublime and exempt this Love is
fromall Thoughts of Senfuality, the more fpurious it is, and the more it
degenerates from its HoxEs T Original and primitive Simplicity.
By flactering our Pride and flill encrealing the good Opinian we have of our
felves on the one Hand ; and infpiring us on the other with a fuperlative
Dread and morral Averfion ngainf} Shame, the artful Meralifls have raught
us chearfully to encounter our felyes, and if not {ubdue, at leatt fo o con-
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find any other Reafon, but the Inconveniencies arifing
from hence, why Adultery in a }#ife is more criminal
or prejudicial than in a Husband.

It might be thewn in every other Inftance, that the
Conduoét of private Men is always prejudicial to So-
ciety, in Proportion as it deviates from the Rules of
Virtue. And without taking into the Account any par=
ticular Bleflings from Heaven, as a Reward for Virtue
and Goodnefs ¢ (a Notion the Author is pleafed to di-
vert himfelf with ) upon the whole, it would appear
after a full and impartial Examination, a roriTicAL
TRrRutH, that Righteoufnefs exalteth a Nation 8; and
that what Zxlly {o often repeats is certainly true with
Regard to a whole Society, guicquid honeftumn, idens
stile.  All this I fay may be done without calling in the
Awthority of Revelation.

But furely it muft feem {trange to a thinking Man,
that in a Country where Chrillianity is profefled, and:
has as yet the Eftablifhment of its Side, it thould be
thought unfair or infufficient to appeal to its Authority
againft an infamous Piece, writ not oaly in dire& Con.
tradi&tion to the Precepts of it, but on Purpofe to
overturn the firft Rudiments of Virtue and Goodnefs,
to encourage the Magiltrate to a Toleration of the
molt open and bare-faced Wickednefs, upon the con-

ceal and difgmife’our dusling Paffion Lrff, that we fearce know ir, when we
meet with 1t in our own Breafts; Oh. the mighry Prize we have in view
for all our Self-demizl! Can any Man be fo ferious as ro abflain from Laugh-
ter, when he confiders that for {o much Deceit and Infincerity praftifed
upon our felves as well as others, we have no other Recompence than the
vain Sansfaciion of making our Species appear more exalted and remote
from that of other Animals, than it really is; and we in our Conlciences
know itco be?

€ 1 Tim. iv. 8. Godline[iis profitablesmto all Things, having Promifecf the Life,
ghat now is; and of tharwhich s to come.

t P, ago. Lecthem be banilhed norwithftanding, fays a good Man: When
every Strumpet is gone and the Land wholly freed from Lewdne!s, God Al-
mighry will pour fuch Bleflings upon it as will vaftly exceed the Profirs
that are now gor by Harlots,

& Prov. Xiv, 34+
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fident Aflertion that Vice is not only the Fountain of
Wealth, but the folid Bafis upon which the very Being
of Society fubfifts.

This fcandalous Complaifance, this difingenuous
Shame of being thought ever to look into thefe Writ=
ings, upon the Knowledge of which, and the Ufe we
make of them, our eternal Welfare depends, it is the’
Bufinefs of fuch Men to promote. And they have
fucceeded to that monftrous Degree, that while they,
even in their common Converfation,indulge themfelves
in the open Ridicule of an eftablifhed Religion, and
Compliment all that differ from them with the Names
of Fool, Bigot, and Enthufialt, for happening to be-
lieve as they were taught ; while they, I fay, are al-
lowed all this without the lealt Imputation of ill Man=
ners ; the poor Youth (for thofe that are elder would
{urely be more cautious) who offers any Thing in De-
fence of a reviled Saviour, who fhould profefs his Be-
lief of a Refurrec¢tion to Happinels, or mention his
fear of Damnation as a Reafon againit the Commiflion
of the moft fcandalous Enormities, is to be overwhelm-
ed with Noife, Impudence and Numbers; is to pafs for
a raw, aukward, difagreeable Fellow, and as one who,
till he is better acquainted with the World, is altoge-
ther unfit for polite Companies. But if he fhould chance
to quote a Text of Scripture in his Behalf, though ever
{o beautiful in itfelf, or appofite to his Purpofe, the poor
Man is funk palt Recovery. Would not, I fay, an un-
prejudiced Man wonder, by what Concurrence of
firange Accidents this Behaviour fhould pafs upon the
World, and not be refented by every honeft, good-na-
tured, or well-bred Man ? But thefe bafhful Gentry,
whofe Weaknefs has contributed more than any Thing
to this tyrannical Cultom, would do well to remember,
that as without a competent Share of Spiritand Refolu-

tion
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rage a Man is every Day in Danger of aling like a
Rafcal,fo the want of them in aChriftian is threatned with
a moft dreadful Sentence®.

But let Cuftom and Fafhion prevail which Way they
will, let the mention of Scripture either in Difcourfe
or Writing be thought ever fo ungraceful or improper,
it is impoflible to talk well and jultly upon almoft any
Point of Morality, withcut borrowing Afiiftance from
thence. It is by means of this, that what are called
the Principles of natural Reafon, appear »uw fo plain
and demonftrable : And from hence it is that perhaps
the worlt Syltem' of Ethicks, ever writ by a Chriftian,
and conformable to his Belief as fuch,is a better one
than Zu/ly’s Offices. Where is that Chriftian Philofo-
pher, who (like this learned and fenfible Heathen) would
not have been able to confute fuch a Quibbler as Car-
#neades, when he endeavoured to puzzle the Notions of
Right and Wrong '? What fhall we fay then to a
Writer who has left this fure Guide to wander amidft
a fenfele{s Heap of Irreligion and Paradox?

b Mark viii. 38, Whofoever therefore fhall be afhamed of me, and b}f my
Wards, in this adulterons and finful Generation,of bim [hall the Sen of Man ke
afbamed when be cometh in the Glory of bis Father with the Holy Angels, And
Luk, ix.26. and Mat, x. 33.

 iLaftant. L. 5. 16, Qua Marcns Tullins nen potuerit refellere,®
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HA'T remains to be confidered is the Effay on
Charity Shools.

The firft Defign of thefe Schools feems to have
been purely religious ; the Good of the State be~
ing confidered only as the natural Confequence of the
other. But fo reafonable an Inftitution meeting with
very great Encouragement, the Perfons who have the
Care of them, have found means to add feveral politi-
cal Ufes 1o this religious Defign. Befides teaching
Children to read, and inftruéting them in the Principles
of Religion, in moft Places they are cloathed, and in
fome the Burden of their Maintenance is entirely taken
off from their indigent Friends and the Publick. When
they have fpent Time enough for the little Qualificati-
ons of Reading, &c. and by the ftri€telt Care are fixed
in the Principles of Virtue and Religion, their future
Welfare is as much as poflible provided for, by placing
them out to fuch honett Employments as the {inall
Sums given with them will recommend them to. To-
wards the Expence of their Education and Mainte-
nance, befides the generous Contributions of others,
the Promoters of them have begun to ereft Manufac-
rures for their Employment at thofe Hours that can be
{pared from their other Inftruéion. In this they have
fucceeded {o well, that in fome of thefe Schools, not-
withflanding their want of Years and Strength for any
hard Labour, they are enabled to get their whole Live-

lihood.
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lihood. By which means even thofe who are not bound
Apprentices from' thence, by being enured to Labour
and Induftry as well as Honefty, are put into a Way of
maintaining themfelves in the -courfe of their Lives
much better and fooner, than they could have done
without this Care in their Education, in the idle and
diflolute way of Life they might otherwile take up. So
that this charitable Inftitution is become one of the
moft ufeful unexceptionable Projeéts for the Advance-~
ment, not only of Virtue and Religion, but the Trade
and Wealth of the Kingdom; that this, or perhaps any
better Agehas produced.

But as the Advantages of them are extremely obvi-
ous, and they have had, as the Author tells us, fo much
Labour and Eloguence laid out upon them, not by young
Perfons or poor Scholars of little Credit, but the moft
learned of our Prelates, and who (he very well adds)
at the fame Time have been the moft eminent for Orthos
doxy ¥;all the Defence of them I fhall attempt to make,
is'to confider what has been-urged in this Effay againlt
them.

As it contains above fourfcore Pages, and is poms=
poufly brought into the World by an Author, who, if
you will take his own Word for ir, had with his for=,
mer Performances had the Honourto diwvert Perfows of uns
‘?"’ﬁiﬁ”ﬂﬁ"’f good Senfe ', (People of Quality as likely as
any) we may reafonably think it contains the utmolt
Efforts of their Enemies, all that their Politicks, Reli-
gion, and Love for theiz Country can fuggeft in Oppo-
{fitionto them.

When this Effay is ﬂn’pped of its Decorations, and
reduced to a plain way of Reafoning, it will be found
to contain very little more than this one Objctlion,

- . e

kP, 323 1D, 467,
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¢ T'hat the Managers of Charity-Schools place out the
¢ Children to profitable Employments, when they
* ought to be employed in Husbandry, or in other mean
¢ and laborions Work. For all Trades and Handicrafts
¢ are overflocked ™, and every where in the Conntry the
¢ Farmer wants Hands ",

If in anfwer to this he thould be told, that the more
Money private Men;get honeftly, the more beneficial
they are to the Publick ; as great a Politician jas he is,
it would puzzle him to fupport his Objection. I dare
affirm, fays Sit William Petty °, that if all the Husband-
men of England, who now earn but 8 d.a Day, or there-
abouts, could become Tradefmen and earn 16 d. that then
it wonld be the Intereft of England to throw up their
Husbandry, and buy their Corn, &5¢.. of their Neigh-
bours, as they do in fome other Countries. But allow-
ing for the prefent that Sir }#7lliam Petty is miftaken in
this (though what he fays is demonitrably true) allow-
ing that eight Pence got in Husbandry is more advanta-
gious to the Nation, than fixteen Pence got in Trade,
how does this affe€&t Charity Schools? The Children
put out from Charity Schools in the Country acre put.to
Country Bufinefs; the Children in London are bound;
out to thofe Sorzs of Bufinefs, which, if they followed,
any at all, it is;probable they would follow otherwife.
Does he think that the Truftees of the Schools fend:
for Children from Country Parifhes to have the Credit
of binding them to profitable Trades in Loudonz2 They .
don’t take Children from Husbandry to '[‘rades, but
from Idlenefs to Bufinefs. Their only View is to em-
ploy them in fome ufeful Labour ; many of whom it is
feared would not apply to Bufinefs of themfelves, and

=

B P, 344 5P 345
® His Pol, Arithmetick, p. 153,
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others, by the indigent Circumflances of their Friends,
are in no Capacity for'doing fo ; while thofe who have
the good Fortune to get over thefe Difficulties, could
not find Employment fo early as by the Help of thefe
Charities they are enabled to do. 'What then is all this
Clamour againft themowing to ? Why,the Children are
brought up to the Pratice of Virtue and Religion,
which, to one who' places the publick Happinefls of a
Society in the Vice and Wickednefs of the Individuals,
is indeed Objeélion enough; for where there are #o
Thievesy nor Houfebreakers, Smiths will want Em‘r:fa‘y-
ments *.  But togo on with the Obje&ion. |

Does the Author really think the Managers of Cha-
rity Schools can turn the Scale of Employments from
Husbandry to Tradeés, or from Trades to Husbandry,
juft as they pleafe ® This is complimenting them with 2
Power which the whole Legiflatare can’t pretend to,
unlefs they can change the Profit got by ‘the-Labour in
one and the other. Trades and Employments will
take their natural Courfe where Profit diceéts them.
Men won’t take to one fort of Work, or place out
their. Children to -it, when they can get more by ano-
ther; unlefs their particular Difpofitions or Opportuni-
ties- (which it is not in the Power of the Legiﬂature to
influence) direét them to a worfe Empla}(mtnt rathcr
thai“a better.

But allowing they had this Power, inftead of mak-
ing' his Complaint’ (of this d]fprnpumnnate wart
of Hands) an Obje&ion ‘againft Charity Schools, he
ought to have urged it as a Proof of the Ufeful-
nefs of the Inftitution of them. For as it has
been' fhewn already, that the Children bound out by

P P.92. I fhall be asked] what Benefit the Publick receives fI-'-r::mTI:n.evan ;
and Houfebreakers.—If all People were firictly honefty & half the Smiths
gn the Hauon would want Employment, '

this
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this Charity in Lendon, would not take to Country Bu-
finefs otherwife (except a few of the more couragious
of them perhaps to the Highway) all he can prove from it
is, that the Managers don’t make all the Advantage of
this Power which they might do. The Obje&ion then
fhould be ftated thus. ¢ The Managers of Charity
* Schools (fuch is the Excellency of the Inflitution}
¢ have it it their Power to do eminent Service to their
¢ Country, by turning the Balance of Trades and Em-
¢ ployments to that fide where Hands are moft wanted.
¢ Bat this Opportunity is negleted by the Managers,
¢ who fuffer Trades and Employmentsto go on as they

¢ would otherwife.” Let him make more of it if he
can. The Truth is, the Truftees aét for the Children,
as their Parents would or ought to aé for them, by
putting them to fuch Employments as they cau belt get
a Maintenance by; and he thatmolt confults the Inte-
reft of a Child in his Education, confults the Intereft
of the Publick the moft.

When all Trades complain, fays he, and perbaps juftly,
2hat they are overflocked, you manifeftly injure that Trade,
2o which you add one Member more than wonld flow fron:
the Nature of Snm*{y“ The View he muit fuppofe
the Managers have, is the Good of the Children; that
without Regard to the Publick, they put them to the
moft profitable Trades they can. Now to any other
than fuch a Politician as this, it would have been a
Demonlftration, that whatever Trades are moft profita-
ble are oz overltocked ; it is when they ceafe to be pro-
fitable, and then only, that they are overftocked. And
as foon as any T'rades appear to be overltocked by being
found to be not fo profitable, the Managers from the
fame Principle of Regard to the Children (or what he
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would choofe to call @ petzy Reverence for ‘the Poor 7)
will certainly look out for Trades more profitable,
and confequently »oz overltocked. It is thus the Pro-
portion as to Numbers in every Trade finds izfelf %, and
this Proportion is neceflarily confulted by all Perfons,
and in the very fame A& in which they confult the Ins
terelt of the Children put to thofe Trades.

The Foundation he goes upon to prove this Condué
in the Managers to be prejudicial to the State, is, that
Abundance of bard and dirty Labour is to be done, and
conrfe Liviag to be complied with : Where, fays he, fball
we find a better Nurfery for thefe Neceffities than the
Children of the Poor ** And if fuch People there muf
be (fpeaking of the Poor that fare hard) as no grear Na-
tion can be happy without vaft Numbers of them, wenld
wot a wife Legiflature cultivate the Breed of them with
all imaginable Care, and provide ggainft their Scarcity, as
be * wonld prevent the Scarcity of Provifion itfelf? No
Man wonld be poor aud fatigue bimfelf for a Livelihood,
if he could help it ™. The Inference is, that the Legif-
Jature muft take care they thould be peor,and fo lay them
under a Neceflity of faziguing themfelves; or, to ufehis
own Expreflion, Tke Legiflature muft provide againft a
Scarcity of Poverty, as they would prevent Poverty it
felf. 'Why, what Harm will the Scarcizy of Poverty
do a Nation? It will make them poor by making Pro-
vifions fearce : and confequently a Plenty of Poverty
may, for ought we know, make a Nation rich. Nay,
the Author will prove it to you by a diltinét Argument,
as big with Demonltration as the lalt. For though the
Jbort-fighted Vulgar in the Chain of Canfes feldoin can
fee further than one Link 5 yet thofe who can enlarge their

* P. 357 TP, 342. LP. 357.
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View, and will give themfelves the Leifure of gazing on
the Profpeé of concatenated Events, may fee Good [pring
up and paﬂtf}fmé from Evily as natarally as Chickens do
from Eggs* In the fame manner Riches may pullulate
from Poverty, Plenty from Luxury, and Chaflizy be the
natural Effeét of zolerated Stews.

What a rare Emiflary this would make for an over-
grown Statefman, who had fpent his Life in fatning bin-
felf with the Sposls of the Nation? When he bad by
pinching and plundering beaped up an immenfe Treafure,
he would tell us, 1£ oxght zo fill every good Member of
2he Sogiety with Foy to bebold (not the ancommon Pro-
Fufenefs of bis Son”, for that is but a trifling Confidera-
tion, but) what a noble Foundation he has laid for the
future Wealth and Grandeur of his Country, by fuf-
ficiently providing againft a Scarcity of Poverty among
his fellow Subje&ts! And indeed it is plain from zhe
Title of his Book,he fet out with a Refolution to write
a Panegyrick upon Men of Quality, and to prove that
even their private Life has a Tendency to the publick
Good.

Thatthe Author is not'injured in this Reprefentation
of his Politicks, will appear from two or three other
Paffages, which at the fame Time will give the Reader
arbetter Infight into the reflt of his State Opinions. Iz
« free Nation, where Slaves are not allowed of (he feems
to think it wrong thatthey are oz allowed of) the fureft
Wealth confifts in a Multitade of laborions Poor. And
again, Zo make the Society happy, and People ealy under
zbe meaneft Circumflances, it is requifite that great Num-
bers of them fbould be poor *; and he has wondered for-
merly, how an Englithman, that pretended to have 2he,
Honour and Glory as well as the Welfare of bis Country

T P, 8o, yP. 104 kP, 328;
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at Heart, could take delight in the Evening to hear an
sdle Tenant that owed him above a Year’s Rent ridicnle
the French for wearing wooden Shoes, whenin the Mory-
#ig he bad had the Mortificazion of hearing the great King
William, that ambitions Monarch (who is this abufive
Writer talking of £)—openly own to the IWWorld, and wirh
Grief and Anger in bis Looks, to complain of the exortin
tant Power of I'rance®? So that becaufe his ambizions
Majefty (if it be fafe to tranfcribe from him) was gra-
cioufly pleafed in @ Morning with Anger in bis Looks ro
complan of the exorbitant Power of a Prince that he had
a perfonal Averfion to, no true Englifbiman ought to
bear with the Infolence of his fawcy Tenant at Nigh,
for thewing his Archnefs upon wooden Shoes. At this
Diftance of Time we are told the Revolution itfelf
was brought about to refcue us from wooden Shoes, and
fuch other Effeéls of arbitrary Power, which now
(it feems) it is a Crime, for all but Gentlefolks
to ridicule. But why is he fo offended at the Landlord,
who we are told felt a fenfible Mortification only at
hearing King Wtllram, with Grief and Anger in his
Looks, complain of the exorbitant Power of Franmce ;
why [ fay does he blame him for not checking the Info-
lence of his Tenant, whofe way of thinking rather fell
in with the King’s Meafures ? For in common Sénfe,
one would think that a general Averfion 0 wovden
Shaes honld make People pay Taxes the more chear-
fully to keep wooden Shoes out of Eugland, which no
doubt the fame People were told his Majelty of France
intended to make a Prefent of to this as well as fone
other neighbouring Nations ¢, No, fays the Author,

- —— Fm e aradke
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< In L’fﬂﬂﬂ‘?t to make Conrages p. 232, Shew them thar their Alears,
their Pofleffions, Wives, Children, and every thing that is near and dear o
them, is concernid in the prefent Quarrel, or ar lealt may be influenced by ic
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it was the Landlord’s Duty, if he had the Glory as well
as the Welfare of bis Country at Heart °, to reconcile
his Tenants to wooeden Shoes, and other Inftances of
coarfe Living; that they might fave up the Remainder,
and gladly offer it as an humble Tribute of their Du-
ty, at the Feet of his ambirious Majefty. For when a
People wear wooden Shoes, or no Shoes under oxe Prince,
or when their Liberties are precarious, no doubt they
will contribute their Liabour and Taxes chearfully, and
fight moft manfully to prevent a change of Govern-
ment.

I have faid that the Author feems to lament the
want of Slaves. Thofe who examine into the real
Opinions of the Party, will foon be convinc-
ed they have not Averfion to Slavery they would be
thought to have. I don’t mean that they have any In-
clination to be Slaves themitlves ; and how much fo-
ever Virtue fuch a Principle sz izfelf may fuppofe, itis
not my defign to rob them of it. But I think it is pretty
plain they all want to be Tyrants in their Turn ; that
they would be content even with fome fhare of Oppref-
fion from their Superiors, provided there is room for
them to exercife the fame Tyranny over thofe whofe
Circumftances have placed them in a Station below
them. And indeed where there is a Slavery in any one
Part, it is next to impofiible but there thould be a Gra-
dation of Slavery through the whole. Where the Com-
monalty are Slaves to the Gentry, the Geatry will be
held in a proportionate Subordination to the Nobility or
the Prince. I'hetrue Reafon why fome Gentlemen prefer
aRepublick to any other Form of Government,is only the
greater Chance each Manhas to fhare in the Supreme Pow-
er himfelf, while the Multitude would enjoy no more

—
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Liberty than before. Their Condition would be juft
the fame, excepting that the Number of thefe {upreme
Tyrants would be increafed over them. So that the
common QOutcries of the Party for Liberty, which are
defign’d to catch the Ears of the People, and give good
natured Men an Opinion of their Virtue and Modera-
tion, don’t proceed a Jot from their Love to Mankind,
or a generous Inclination to fee a People happy, but
from thofe very Principles they pretend to condemn.
Mr. Fletcher of Salton, a noted Republican, has writa
Treatife to fhew the great Ufefulnefs of 8laves ¢, and
to recommend the Confideration of this Point to the
Scozch Parliament, who we are told had made fome
Advances towards it®.  And indeed, confidering the
Temper of that People, their Neighbours will think
themfelves happy if they never introduce Slavery into
any other Country but their own.

But to come nearer to the Point we fer out with :
Thisvery Writer, this Author of zbe Fable of the Bees

d ] bave not room to give a particnlar Acconnt of this Gentleman's Scheme :
Bt ic [eems to be traly worthy of bim and kis Party. In the moff ellential
things he wonld have the poor People to be free. Womld the Reader guefs what
this Republican means by the moff ellential Things 2 Why, ke [ays, excepting
that they fhould poflefs nothing and might be fold, they might fill remain
free, and live very comfortably, And what is it to be old ? A Trifle be fays,
aothing but an Alienation of their Service without their Confent, Fhar be
fays in the Words juft before to reconcile the People to bis Slavery fooks more fike
the Infw't of a banghty Tyrant to add to the Cruelty of his Pomer, thau the fe-
riens Propofal of & Member of Parliament.  Any Man, fiys ke, (hould be
punifhed who gives them the opprobrious Name of SLave.

¢ By an A& of Parliament in the Year 1579, any Subje® of fufficient
Eftate is allowed ro rake the Child of any Beggar, and educate him for his
Service; which Child is obliged to ferve fuch a Mafter for a cerrain Term
of Years; and that Term of Years extended by another A&t made in the
Year 1797 for Life. So that here is a grear Advance towards my Propofi-
rion; buc either from fome Miftake ( fays che boncff Reprblican) about Chri-
ftian or Civil Liberty, they did not proceed to confider the Neceflity of con-
tinning that Service in the Children of fuch Servants; and giving their Ma-
flers a Power of alienating that Service w whom they fhould think fir,
Fletch,

Bba - has,
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has, in another ingenious Traé of his, writ a long Pa-
negyrick upon the Conduét of Lewis XIV. particularly
for his geod Policy in extirpating the Proteltants out of
France, and from the In{tance of that Kingdom, which
he tells you was in its moft flourifbing Condition, when
the Country People were always poor © ; lays it down as a
Piece of excellent Politicks, that, where zhe Poor fet a
[mall Palue upon themfelves, and efteem the better fort far
above their own Rank, it will follow they will work much
cheaper, and be content to live much meaner than where
they are [0 haughty ®: 'T'o which Condition confequently
a good Patriot ought to endeavour to bring his Coun-
try. Youfee his Opinion of the Ufefulnefs of Pover-
ty and Slavery, is not any thing he has fallen into by
chance, but appears wherever he bas an Opportunity to
{hew it. Bat to return to his Objeétion.

Since then Abundance of hard and dirty Labonr is to
ke done, and coarfe Living is to be complied with ; and
fince we can no where fird a better Nurfery for thefe
Neceffities than the Children of the Poor, uone certainly
being nearer toit, or fitter for it ; (that is; none being:
nearer to coarfe Living, or nearer to Poverty, than the
Poor; this I fay being (0) he is afraid Charity Schools
will deftroy thefe Nrurferies of the Poor. For as the
Children are placed out to better Employments than
they ought to be, in a few Years there will be warit of
People to do bard and dirty Labowr ; there will be a
want (fuppofe) of the Black-Guard, Scavengers, and
Night-workers. But certainly there can be no want of
thefe till there is' @ want of Poverty; for there always
will be found Numbers enough that will fubmit to the
meanelt Offices of Life, rather than fubmit to the want

i . T T
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of Bread ®. Therefore before this can be made an
Objeéion againft Charity Schools, it muft be fuppofed
that Charity Schools will entirely deftroy the Nurferies
of the Poor, and make all People rich. So thatall this
is ultimately an Objection again(t Wealth, for till there
is a general Wealth (at fooneft) there can be no fuch
general Grievance, which makes it flill plainer, that
the Author’s Politicks were fairly reprefented be-
fore .

But to filence this Objeétion effeétually, I fhall en-
deavour to (hew, firlt, that what he grounds it upon is
not true in faft; nor indeed, without fuppofing the
greatet Abfurdity, is it poffible it fhould betrue. And
247, allowing it to be true in never {0 great a Degree,
it could not produce the Effeét he is afraid of.

As to the firft, it has been fhewn already, that the
Managers of Charity Schools don’t take Children from
the Country, that would otherwife be employed in
Husbandry, and place them out to Trades in London :
And that they don’t choofe fuch profitable Trades to
place the Children to in Loudom, is plain from hence,
He won’t deny, that the Promoters of Charity Schools
i general, act upon a Prefumption that they are afefu/,
and confequently it is natural to imagine they would ex~
tend the Ufe of them as far as poffible. Now as it is
apparently true, that the better Trades thefe Children
are put to, the more Money is required with them, fo
the placing them to {uch creditable Callings would cons
fine the Benefit of this Charity to a very fmall Num-

b P, 2%, The Anthor will confirm this limfelf. For the ablilure Neceffiry all
fland in for Viduals and Prinks; and in cold Climates for Cloaths and Lodg-
ing, makes them fubmit to any thing that can be bore-with., He carries ehe
Mattér yet farsher. The greatelt Hardlhips are look’d upon as fulid Plea-
{ures when the k{_'ep a Man from ﬁﬂ!?lng.'

-V Ste likewife p, 327, where e fays, if no Body did swant no Body would
work.
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ber, and fo deftroy the very Defign the Promoters of it
mult be fuppofed to aét upon. He allows himfelf elfe-
where (for Contradi€tion is extremely familiar to him}
that zhe Governors of Charity Schools don’t deliberate f[o
inuch what Trade is the beft, but what Tradefmen they
can get that will take the Boys with fuch a Sum ™ [t
feems Fragality is what they chiefly aim at: And a little
Enquiry will confirm it to him, that the Sums given in
placing out the Children is never fuch as would recom-
mend them to any profitable Trade ; however, the
Hopes of their Sobriety, Honelty and Induftry may
now and then fupply the want of a larger Sum. In
fhort, he will find that the meaneft Trades among us
expeét as much with a Child of the fame Age, as is ge-
nerally given with a Charity Boy. For as to the moft
fordid naufeous Offices of Life (let them be called
Trades if he pleafes) they are fuch as very few can live
by alone. He won’t find many that are bound to the
T'rade of Shoe-cleaning, and fcarce any that ferve an
Apprenticefhip to the Myftery of Night-working. Be-
fides, that there cannever be a want of Hands in thofe
Employments where there is fo little Skill or Mnney
required to fet up with. The Refufe of other Trades,
fuch as are defeétive either in their Capacity or Fortune
for better Bufinefs, will always, it is feared, furnith
a larger Supply for fuch Offices than the Neceflities of
Mankind will ever require. England muft indeed be
the happielt Spoz #por Earzh ' before there can be a want
of them. Nay, even allowing, 2%, That this Chari-
ty was ever {0 lavifhly difpofed of, that all the Children
were placed out to the moft creditable Callings, that
this Conduct of the Managers (or rather that fome
Miracle from Heaven) fhould at once deftroy the Nur-

kP, 343, I P. 360,
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feries of the Poor, and create a- general Plenty through-
out the Land, it could never occafion a Scarcity of
Hands for the meaneft Employments in Life.

If Poverty implies a want of Neceflaries for Suf-
tenance, it is indeed fomewhat pofitive and abfolute.
But this fort of Poverty our Laws have ftriétly pro-
vided againft, and it is what the Objeétion fuppofes an
entire Abfence of. When we talk of the poor People
of England, we mean the People that live by doing
bard and dirty Labour ; and in this Senfe of the Word,
Poverty is fomewhat as much relative or comparative as
Wealth is: Andif fo,tho’ never fo great an Addition were
made to the Property of the Peoplein general, yet as there
would (till be different Degrees of Wealth ; foin Com-
parifon to thofe of better Fortune, fome would ftill be
counted poor, or lefs rich; and all fuch would con-
tinue to do the fame Offices poor People do now. Np,
fays the Author, if o Bady did want, wo .Bﬂ.-:l:}ﬂ' wonld
work ™. If he means, if no Body did want Bread, no
Body would work, itis falfe infa&. Every Day’s Ex-
perience fhews, that fome People will labour as hard
to improve their Income, or heap up Wealth, as others
to earn their daily Dread, and will condefcend to any
Employments for this Purpofe. Mens Hants are their
Defires. T'ill Bounds are fet to zhefe, zhofe are not fa-
tisfied. This always has been, and always will be the
Temper of Mankind.

The only Effeét then this greater Plenty would have,
is, that People would be better paid for performing
thofe mean Offices than they are now, which does not
affe€t the Welfare of the Publick one Way or other.
When there is a Scarcity of Men in one Employment
more than others, fuch Work will grow dear. Bug

E‘ P-I 31?‘-
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this can never reach to any great Excefs, becaufe
fuch Dearnefs will encourage others to take up the
fame Employment. By which Means the Price of the
Labour will foon leffen again.  This will be the Cafe
conftantly and in all Places from the natural Courfe
of Things, let the Scarcity of fuch Labour arif: from
Plenty or any other Caufe. And in this View agam it
appears, that zhe Proportion as to Nuwmbers su  every
Trade finds itfelf

Suppofe for Inftance there was a Scarcity of Chim-
ney-Sweepers; the Price of their Work mouft immedi-
ately rife, and the Bufinefs itfelf would in fome Pro-
portion become creditable as it grew profitable, For
where there is no Difhonefty in a Profeflion (and too
often where there is) Reputation and Refpeét will fol-
low Profit at no great Diftance. Others would {oon
take up the fame Employment, till Numbers funk the
Value of it to the old Standard.

To apply the fame way of Reafoning to the other
Part of the Objection. As zhe Proportion of Numbers
in different Trades finds izfelf, fo will the Proportion of
Numbers between Handicrafts and Husbandr}' That
is, where there is 2 Scarcity of Hands in one, and the
Lahﬂur by that Means grows dear, it will be an En-
couragement to the others, who find themfelves crowd-
ed, to leave this and take to that ; at leaft it will be a
Reafon for Parents and other Truftees for Children to
bind them at firlt where there is this Scarcity, and (o by
confulting the Interelt of thofe under their Care, they
muft contribute to the fupplying the Defe& of Num-
bers complained of in the others. The Scarcity in one
isa kind of natural Drain for the Superfluities of the
reft ; or they are like a Pair of Scales,that gently move

T T e e g e AT P T T 2 e v
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up and down, and are never far from an exaét Balance.
So little is it in the Power of the Legiflature them-
felves, much lefs the Managers of Charity Schools, to
turn this Balance as they pleafe.

This is not only true from the Reafon of the Cafe,
but confirmed likewife by Experience. A little Enqui-
ry would convince the Reader, with how little Truth
the Author affirmed, that @/l Trades and Handicrafts are
overflocked °, and every where in the Conutry the Farmer
wants Hands P.  Perhaps there is not one Handicraft in
Londan, of thofeefpecially that miniiter to Luxury, but
where the Malter complains of a Scarcity of Hands.
I thall trouble the Reader but with one Inftance. Let
it be in that Trade that the Author particularly refers to
himfelf. Such, he fays, is the unreafonable Vein of pet-
ty Revereuce for the Poor that runs through this Nation,
that Fourneymen Taylors go to Law with their Maflers,
and are obflinate in a wrong Caufe, yet they mufl be pi-
tied9. Whether the Journeymen were in the wrong or
no, is not very material : But one may give a fhrewd
guefs it is more than he knows ; unlefs from the fame
Vein of Lioerty that runs through his whole Treatife,
he concludes them to be in the wrong, becaufe they are
Servants, and were contending with their Meflers. The
Mafters themfelves however were not o fure of the
Journeymens being in the wrong as to venture their
Caufe in Weftminfler-Hall; But thought the fafelt Way
of proving them fo, was to call for an Aét of Power,
and fo put an end to the Difpute. This it feems they
had Intereft enough to procure. An Acl pals’d that re-
duced the Journeymens Wages, and fix’d it at one
Price, let the different Skill and Abilities of the Worlk-
men be what they would: Andin order to have it punc-

—
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tually obeyed, the Malters were laid under Penalties if
they ever gave more, The Confequence of this is, that
at prefent perhaps there is not one Maller Taylor with-
in the Bills of Mortality, who does not every Day run
the rifque of the Penalty (or fome Way or other evade
it) by giving more Wages than he ever did before the
pafling the A&*. Does this happen becaufe Handi-
crafts are overftocked? Andis it not by Miltake that
he fays in the next Words, that marmuring Weav-
ers muft be relieved, and bave fifty filly Things done to
buinour then

Nor is it true that the Farmer wants Hands fo muach
more than the Tradefinan. Let him go into any Coun-
try Parifh, and ask if the Farmers are willing to take a
healthy Boy at nine or ten Years old for the fake of his
Service the next fourteen Years? If he finds they refufe
this without the Advance of fome Money to them be-
fides; if they confider the taking even fuch Parith Chil-
dren as a Durthen, then I prefume it is a Proof that there
is not this difproportionate Scarcity of Hands. I don’t
mean that Hands are not 42 a// wanted in Husbandry,
Perhaps they are wanted here as much as in T'rades;
and the Reafon of this Scarcity in both fhall be taken
Notice of by and by. Dut itis hoped it appeais by this

Time that it is not owing to Charity Schools.
What the Author of the Effay has hitherto infifted

upon is, that Charity Schools deltroy the Nurferies for
1be Neceffities of Life, or the Nurferies of the Poor
(which it has been proved it is impoffible fhould happen,
till all People become rich, if it happens at all) and de-
firoying thefe Narferies of Poor, he thinks, muft make
the Nation poor, by making Provifions fcarce. But ]

* Excepting only for that fhort Space of Time, in which, from an ima
ginary Plenty of Money, the Value of Labour as well asof every Thing elfe

wds over-rated,
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would not be underfltood from hence that he has affert-
ed this throughout the whole Effay. For this would be
butowe Abfurdity ; and though a pretty great one, would
fhew however fome Confiltency in Blunder. But he
has a peculiar Art to be very inconfiltent, to fhift Sides
in his Objeéltions, to aflert direét Contraries, and ftill
be as wrong as ever. He has found out that the Go-
vernors of Charity Schools, though they intend to
make all the Children rich by putting them to profitable
Callings, yet they labour under that ftrange Fatality,
that almoft all the Mallers they put them to, take the
Money and then leave the Prentices in the Lurch; 4y
which it feems as if we intended nothing more tham to
bave a perpetual Nurfery for Charity Schools . ¢ Charity
¢ Schools are very mifchievous, becaufe they difappoint
¢ the Care of the Legiflature, whofe Wifdom is feen in
¢ cultivating the Breed of Poor, and providing again{t the
¢ Scarcity of them; without a Plenty of which Provifi-
‘ons would grow fcarce *. For Charity Schools deprive
¢ us of the Nurfery for the Neceflities of Life ® ;that is,
‘the Children of the Poor. Again 2%, Charity Schools
‘are very mifchievous, becaule they create & perpetanal
¢ Nurfery for Charity Schools ¥ ; that is,they create a per-
¢ petual Nurfery of Poor.

One Word more before we leave this Obje&ion ; it
is to give an Inftance of the Author’s Candor in his
Account of thefe Charities. His T'urn here is to thew,
that Charity Schools create Poverty. It is no wonder
that the Malflers leave their Prentices in the Lucch, for

IP. 343, and 344.

t P, 327. If fuch Peaple there muft be, as no great Mation ean be hap
without valt Numbers of them, would not a wile Legiflature CUlt]'!'Fai':e the
Breed of them with all imaginable Care, and provide againit their Scarcity
as he would prevent the Scarcity of Provifion itfelf 2 Noj'Man would - be
poor and fatigue himfelf for a Livelihood if ke could help it,—==if no Bo-
dy did want no Body would werk.
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few Men of Subjlance and Experience will have any thing
2o do with thefe Children *. An Infinuation fo fevere and
ill-natured fure muft have been grounded upon long
Experience and Obfervation. He mult be pofitive that
Tradefmen generally infift upon more Money with a
Charity Child, than they would be content to receive
with another. And fuch Conviétion no doubt he has’
mct with, which made him complain jult before, that
truly now a-days, when a Boy or a Girl are wanted for
awy fmall Service (and in fuch only we may well think
it is that they are employed) we reckon it onr Duty to
emnploy Charity Children before any otier.

Since then a general Plenty, be it ever {o great, could
not occafion a Scarcity of Hands for the moft dirty
and laborious Work, it is lefs to be imagined, that any
Pretenceto a Superiority of Underftanding from the little
low Accomplithments of Reading and Writing can be
attended with fuch a formidable Effe¢t. If an affual
" Improvement of every Man’s Fortune could not make
them defpile fuch Labour, Qualifications that only put
them into a Capacity, that only give them a Chance for
this Improvement of their Fortune, could never occa-
fion fo extraordinary a Pride. If Charity Children can
find Employment more beneficial to themfelves by the
Help of fuch Education, than they could otherwife,
the Publick likewife receive a Denefit by their Educati-
on. If there is no room for this, and better Employ-
ments are full, Neceflity would foon reconcile them to
the hardeft Labour. DBefides it fhould be remembred,
that that f{ort of Pride which thews itfelf in fcorning
the low Employments of Life, arifes only from the
Experience of a better Way of Living, which can’t be
the Cafe here. All that are placed out from thefe

* P 343
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Schools, or otherwifedifpofe of themfelves from thence,
afford Notice enoughto them that ftay behind, of what
kind of Labour they are to expect: So that a thorough
Convi&ion, that thefe Children are intended for the
lower Stations of Life, grows up with their earlielt
Education. That fond Opinion that People entertain
of their Fitnefs for better Employments than they can
get into, is the mere Effe of miftaken Prudence; the
Experience of which, or a continued Failure of Suc-
cefs, mult put them upon other Meaflures.

In fhort, Reading and Writing are ufeful Qualifica-
tions, or they are not. If they are, thofe who poflefs
them, may as reafonably fet a greater Price upon their
Time and Labour on Account of that greater Ufeful-
nefs, as others who are poflefled of better Skill, or
better Strength, or any Quality which they hold in a
greater Degree than others. -If Reading and Writing
are found to be quite #felefs, or but very little ufeful ; if
I fay they find the World entertains this low Opinion
of their Value, why fhould we think that their own
Senfe of thefe Qualifications fhould not be influenced
by the Opinion the reft of the World has of them?
Why muft we be fo perverfe in the Cafe of Charity
Children, as to think that zherr Opinion of themielves
(above all others) malt run counter to Truth, Reafon,
and the common Sentiments of Mankind ? Bur Read-
ing and Writing are certainly of ufe in every Station
of Life, and as the Learning of them does not prevent
the Attainment of other more ufeful Qualities, what
Reafon can be urged again(t it, that won’t prove as
ftrongly againft the Acquifition of any other Sort or
Degree of Knowledge or Skill ? Nay, that won’t prove
as much againlt the Benefit of our natural Endow-
ments, or the Ufe of two Eyes, or two Hands. But
it is vain to think of pufving fucha Writer as he is, to

any
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any Abfurdity that he won’t avow. Two Eyes and
two Hands are prejudicial ; and fo are all the Gifzs and
Munificence of Heaven, and all the Bounties and Bencfits
of Nature. They are the Neceffities, the Vices, the
IMpPERFECTIONS of Man, that are the great Springs of
publick Happinef(s, and contain in them the Seeds of all
Arts, Indufiry and Labowr’. Butitis the Natare of
Bleffings to bealways prejudicial®.

But fuppofing what has hitherto been faid upon this
Head, to be inconclufive ; fuppofing that to be able to
read and write fhould occafion fo extraordinary a Pride,
as to make People choofe to continue idle and run a
Hazard of [tarving, rather than work and eat; yet as
this can only arife from a Comparifon of themfelves
with others who want thofe Accomplifhments, it can
lalt no longer than there is room for that Comparifon.
But it is notorious even at prefent, that Reading and
Writing are grown too common to leave much room
for any fuch ridiculous Pride. What then will be the
Cafe in another Age, if Charity Schools fhould make
a proportionable Progrefs ? Therefore if we fhould al-
low ever fo much Weight in this Obje&ion, and Cha-
rity Schools from other Confiderations can be fhewn to
be ufcful, it can’t be a Reafon for the abolifbing of them,
but rather for the making them #ziverfal. For when
all, or the Generality of the People are poflefled of thefe
Qualifications, it will be much the (ame thing in the
prefent Cafe, as if #one at all had them. Now as it is
prefumed the Author of the Effay, and his Friends,
have no great Hopes ever to fee them utterly abolifbed,
the next prudent thing they can do, if they would aét
confiltently, is to promote them, and make them as

¥ P ogag.
* Liethngs prejudicial.  See rhe Lidex mnder the Word Bleflings.
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extenfive as poflible. T he Labours of this Writer may
have gone a great Way towards putting an end to them,
but yet if he fhould be able ztterly to extirpate them,
how does he know but Charity Children may always
contizue by fuch another Trick as the Hzgoners do in
in France®?

But befides that Vanity and Pride are the natural E ffe@s
of Knowledge (which furely are often owing to another
Caufe ®) he has other Reafons againltit. I don’t mean
the kwowing only how to read and write, but Kw-w:’ea’ge
in general. Charity Schools are very mifchievous, by
making the People more wife and knowing, than is
confiftent either with the Good of the State or Religi-
on. He bhad before made Ignorance, Folly, and Credy-
lity, neceffary Ingrediemts in the Mixture of Soctety <,
And in the Effay againt Charity Schools, he fays,
To make the Society bappy, and People eafly under the
meaneft Circumflances (furely he means under Slavery)
it is meceffary that great Nuimbers flonld be ignorant as
well as poor 4. And Greas Brizain at this Time wants
Ignorance to be happy®. And fhould @ Horfe know as
much as a Man, be fhould not defire to be bis Rider®,
Infinuations of too dangerous a Nature to bear being
examined! As to Religion, he fays, the mff knowing
and polite Part of a Natiou have every where the leaft
Share of 12, and Ignorance is, to a Proverb, connted to
be the Mother of Dewotion®. It is not to be expefted

2 Ic is very much owing to the grear Number of Hugonots thar have al-
ways been in France; fince the late steer Extirpation of them, that chat
Kingdom, &, p.64. 1f. Edit. p.93. 24 and 3¢ Edit.

. b My Vanity [ could never conquer, fo wellas I could wifth; and I am
too proud to commit Crimes, Fab. of the Bees, p. 472. And again, we arve
told, that the Spaniards, from a knowing, acute and rich Nation, are new
becomne a fenfelels, low, proud and beggarly People, p. 214 and 21f.

¢ See the Index wnder the Word Ignorance, and p. 106,

d P, 328,

& .i‘rrgr.fu Index wnder the Wordlgnoranee, and p, 379.

fP. 331. ° P..304.
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that Religion fhould receive better Ufage at his Hands,
when the civil Government itfelf cannot fcape his A-
bufe.

But inftead of entring into a particular Examination
of the Importance of what he has offered in favour of
Ignorance, it will be fufficient to offer fome Reafons
for the Ufefulnefs of Knowledge, which will ferve
for a Balance on the other Side.

In the firft Place it made the moft confiderable Argu-
ment againft the Schifiz Bill ; that fort of Knowledge
particularly that is taught in Charity Schools ".

But as appealing to the Authority of eminent Men to
prove the Ufefulnefs of Knowledge would look as
much like a Ridicule upon them, as to quote their O-
pinion to prove the Ufefulnefs of Health (which the
Author here puts upon the fame Foot ') and as it is
feared he is not eafy to be convinced that his Opinions
are wrong, from being fhewn that they have a wicked
Tendency (thefe things I fay confidered) I fhall have
Recourfe to other Arguments to prove the Ufefulnefs
of Kknowledge, the IForce of which one may venture
to fay it won’t be eafy to withftand. As firft, * The
“ more our Knowledge is enlarged, the more will our
¢ Wants be multiplied, and the more our Wants and
¢ Neceflities are multiplied, the greater Variety of
¢ Trades and Employments are required to fupply them* ;

-

b That the Bill tended to introduce Igmerance, and its infeparzble Artend-
ants, Smuperflition and Irreligion 5 that in many Country Towns, Reading and
Writing were chiefly fupported by Diflenzers. not Gnij for the Beneﬁgr and
Inftruétion of theirown Children, but likewife of thofe of the poor Church-
men: So that the fupprefling thefe Schools would in fome Places fupprefs
the reading of the Holy Scriptures. Lord Haliifax’s Speech.

i P, 328. It is requilice that grear Numbers of them fhould be ignorant
as well as poor.

K P.424,425 Whilll we areemployed in fupplying theinfinite Variety of
nur Wants, which will ever be multiplied as our Knowledge is enlarged,
ind our Delires encreafe. And p. 328, Knowledge both enlarges and multiplies
wr Defires. And p. 467. From thofe very Neceflities and nething elfle,
sife all Trades and Employments,
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¢ and the greater Variety of Trade and Manufaétures,
¢ the more eafily a Society may be rendered a rich, po-
¢ tent, and flourithing People > For the Proof of the
feveral Parts of this Argument I would recommend the
Reader to the Pages referred to underneath, and be ex-
cufed the Trouble of proving them my felf.

Another Argument may be drawn from the Autho-
rity of a Book, that won’t fuffer by a Quotation of i,
for this or any other Purpofe. What I mean is, Free
Tépﬂgﬁt; onn Religion, the Church, asd national Happi-
wefs, by B.M. a Piece referred to once or twice before.
I am very little concerped what Opinion the Reader is
pleafed to entertain of thefe Free Thoughts, fince in the
prefent Queltion it muft be allowed to be more than
¢qual to all other Authoritjes put together.

To fhew the temporal Convyeniencies of Kzowledge,
the Author fays, zhat Prieft-craft, that Source of all hue
man Mifery, is the Offspring of Ignorance, In how ma-
ny well chofen Inflances does he make appear what he
promifed in the Preface, Zheir (the Clergy’s) Zeal and
Inveteracy againft human Learning, in order to breed Ig-
norance and Superftizion ™, particularly theic deftroying
of Piftures and mutilating of Statmes . And again; It
is the common Opinion, that the Wars and Devaflations,
occafioned by the frequent Irruptions of the Goths and
Vandals, introduced Barbarifma iuto Italy, and were the
only Canfe of that profonnd Ignorance that fo univerfally
overfpread the Empire for [everal Ages: But this is
wronging the Clergy, whao thoroughly underfianding their
Intereft affifted the Growth of it with fo much Applica-

—

P, 425. Thegreater the Variety of Trade and Manulaltures, the grea:
Mumber may be contained in a Society, &-«. and the more they may be
gendred a rich, potent and flourifhing People. -

- ® Preface to the Free Thoughts; g, 7.
=P, Ibid. p. 1510 :

52

D4 zion,



(L 2025
tion, For Knowledge is the Bane of Priefi-craft°. To
fhew the fpiritual Mifchiefs of Ignorance, how plam!y
has the fame Author proved, that the Vulgar’s Inzcapa-
city binders them from being affected with true Holinefs
and Spirituality ¥ © How handfomely does he lament,
that few bave Leifure and Ability both to read and ex-
amine the Scriptures, as they onght, for the thorough un-
derftanding of them ? Indeed the next Words, for want
of proper Caution, have carried the Complaint fome-
what too far. It looks more like an Opinion of the
Conclave at Rome, or a Refolution of the Council of
Trent, than like the Sentiments of a Free-Thinker on
Relizion *; that all have not Knowledge [uffictent to work
ost ?:f:le:r own Salvation™. Now if the want of this
Knowledge in the Vulgar be of fuch damnable Confe-
quence, the fupplying them with it muft in Proportion
be a Benefit; and therefore this Writer fure mult be a
Friend to Charity Schools. He won’t pretend to fay
this want of Knowledge the Vulgar labour under, this
want of Ability to read and underftand the Scriptares, is
a Reafon why the Clergy fhould take the Scripturesand
other Books out of their Hands, as being dangerous
for the Vulgar to meddle with. It can’t be in this Senfe
ghat he intended what was quoted from him juft now;
nor can he hint at fuch a Thing in the Words that fol-
tow, No Sez of Men are more abfolutely neceffary than
Jpiritual Guides, to lead us in the difficult Path of Vir.
tue, and fbew us the l¥ay to eternal Happiiefi ©: Becaufe
this, I am afraid, would be to countenance Prielt-craft
in a very great Degree ; a Charge of all others he pre-
tends to deferve the lealt. Dut firange things of this

®P, 150, and 171. P Pref. p. &,

% Free Thoughts on Religxm‘, &,
'R 259, f Ibid.

kind
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kind have happened. The sufamons and execrable Va-
nini ', who we are told, died a Martyr for Atheifm®,
writ 2 Defence of the Council of Trext ; and if you
will take his own Word for it, had fome Thoughts of
dying a Martyr for Charch duthority here in London *,
though he certainly dreamt the whole Tranfaion,
tnen waked in a I'right, and gave the World an Ac-
count of it.

The Reader is defired to compare thefe Paflages which
prove the temporal as well as fpiritnal Inconveniencies
of Ignorance among the Vulgar, with what is cited be=
fore from the Effay againlt Charity Schools; by which
we doubt not it will appear true (what we promifed to
fhew juft now) that the Author of zbe Fable has been
effeétually demolithed by his Friend the Author of z/e
Free-Thonghts ; which indeed is the lefs ftrange, as he
has the Misfortune very often to fall foul even of bim-
felf.

After thefe Proofs of the Ufefulnefs of Knowledge,
who would expe&t to find o much of the Efay taken
up in abufing the Clergy, fcr promoting thefe Semina-
ries of Knowledge; that Sort efpecially, the want of
-which, the Author of the Free Zhozghts has {o patheti-
cally complained of ? If the Clergy from a Confciouf=
nefs that their Dominion over the Laity is built upon a
weak and irrational Foundation, that their Pretenfions
to Power and the Guidance of them in fpiritual Af-
fairs,can 'only be maintained by Lay-Ignorance; if they,

t P. 238, of theFable, &
u Spe the Index of the Fable for Panini. _

—.®Ego fane vel minimus Ecclefiz militantis Tyro, cum anno pratericoLon-
dim ad agonem Chriflianum deftinatus effern, adeoque 49 dicbus in Lato-
miis tanquam palefira quadam exercerer, ec_eram pro f“._zthuli:m*ﬂc:m[’m;
anétoritate defenfanda eﬁhndendi Sanguinis defiderio accenfus, & inflamma-
tus, ut mihi a Deo immormnali vel majiis donum aut melius conringere nulla
modo potuiflec. Amph. Provid, p. 117,118,

Dd2 thoroughly
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thoroughly underflanding their Intereft, have alWays af~
Sifted the Growth of it with fo much Application * (as
their Eneunties have always objeéted to them ;) in fhorty
if Knowledge be the Bane of Prieft-craft?, furely the
Clergy’s promoting an Inftitution calculated to f{pread
the moft ufeful and excellent Knowledge among the
Iower fort of People, putting their very Charter of
Privileges into their Hands, and enabling them to read
and underftand ir, and fo difcern through their Craft,
and affert their own Liberty ; (if the other be true, the
doing all this, I fay) can hardly be thought to proceed
from felfith or ambitious Purpofes : Or if both muft be
true, the Clergy, of all others, feem to be irrefiftibly
doomed to Cenfure in fome Mens Opinions.

However, I can hardly think that the Clergy will
expre(s much Refentment on account of any thing f{aid
in this Effay; or that he need even be afraid that any
Rods (as he elegantly expreffes himfelf) will be laid i
Pifs, and the whole Pofje of diminntive Pedants * rife
again(t him; unlefs the Rods are ufed, as diminative
Pedants do indeed ufe them now and then very unjuft.
1y, to whip Qualities into Boys that Nature never de-
figned them. Refentment is not what the Readers of un-
greftionable good Semfe * will beftow upon this Efay.

It may divert them, but it is impnﬂEbla it fhould make
them heartily augry.

I can’t however take leave of th:s without telling

him, that the Clergy ought not to be ufed fo contemp-
tibly as he has done throughout his whole' Book. Zke

% Free Thonghts, 8c.'p. 151.

¥ Ibid. and p. 149. The Tricks and Stratagemsof Clerick Inventions—
are Monfters of Stink and Darknefs, that grow fick at the Appearance of
Light, and faint away atthe Scent of Knowledge.

 Fableof the Bees, p. 331. I {ee a thoufand cn:ls in Pifs, and the whale
Pofle of diminucive Pedants againit me.

2 P. 467 It has diverted Perfons of unqueftionable good Senfe,
Funclion



{ 205 )
Fundtion of Divines deferves the bigheft Rc_{:ﬁe&.‘?, atid is
in Dignity fuperior to all other Profeffions ®.

The Author of the Effay has beftowed a great deal
of good Satyr upon Footmen ©. It is pity his Book is
intended only for the Entertainment of Men of Know-
ledge and Education *,or elfe fuch of them as could read,
might grow better by his Inftruétions. DBut then again,
as fome of them might be dull enough to milftake his
Defign, 4nd look upon it as an Encouragement to Vice
-and Roguery, perhapsit is better upon the whole,the Book
is fo much above their Sphere ¢, that the Verfe is alle-
gorical, the Profe philofophical ¥, and the whole only
proper for elevated Mindse. But how comes all this
Severity upon Footmen to make a Part of his Effay zp- -
on Charity Schools 2 1s it owing to Charity Schools that
Footmen are generally Rogues, that if they are boneft,
balf of them are Sots, that others are quarrelfome and
fpoil their Gloaths ; that thofe who are good-natured are
generally (ad Whoremaflers, that are ever running after
the Wenches, and [poil all the Maid Servants they come
near "2 If thefe are the Effeéts of Charity Schools,
they will be thought very ftrong Obje&ions againl(t
them by all=—=—but thofe who think private Vices pub-
bick Benefits.

Befides this, he fays, ¢he Educationin Charity Schools
occafions a Scarcity of Serwants in general .. He has
complained already of the want of Labourers in Hu(-
bandry, and by and by he will complain of the Dear-
nefs of Labour in Trade® And has this Searcher

1]
b Free Thoughts: p. 259; and 260.
€ P, 347, to 357, of the Fable, &e.
d ] 467, ¢ 1bid, £ P, 463, E P, 157,
and 258, b P, 346.
; P.{ 346. The Scarcity of Servants occafioned by the Educations &
P, 359.
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throngh every Degree and Station of Men' difcovered at
Iaft, that all who are bred in Charity Schools immedi-
ately turn Gentlefolks, and can find means to fubfi(t for
a Conftancy out of the Field, out of Shops, and out
of I'amilies? For if Charity Schnols have occafioned
a want of Husbandmen, a Dearnefs of Labour in
Trade, and a Scarcity of Servants, what other poffible
means is there left for them to fubfift by 2 What hidden
Myfteries, what unknown Employments have the Chil-
dren themfelves, or the Managers of Charity Schools
found out for them to apply to? And if there are none
of thefe, by what Miracle are they preferved from
Starving ? | .

The Truth is, the Charity Schools in Lozdoz are fo
far from occafioning either a Scarcity of Servants, or
a Dearnefs of Liabour arifing from a Scarcity of work=~
ing Hands in Trades (and Husbandry can’t be affeéted
by the Lo#ndon Schools one Way or other) that Charity
Schools are become the Nurferies for thofe Employ-
ments. The Children are commonly taken from the
“moft helplefs Conditions of Life, from Idlenefs or
 Beggary, and raifed to the fuperior Stations of common
Servants and Workmen in mean and ordinary Trades.
I don’t reprefent thefe Employments as meaz and ordi-
mary, to avoid the Obje&tion that they are put to more
creditable Trades than they ought to be, being content
to reft the Merits of it upon what has been faidal-
ready (vrz.) that the more profitable the Trades are,
the better it will be for the Publick, provided they al-
ways keep in view that principal Point, of extending
the Charity as wide as poffible. The Nature of fuch
an Education may now and then recommend them to
a more advantagious Situation, than People of a much
better Rank generally attain to. Thus for Inftance, it

—

LP. 163. I have fearch’d thro’ every Degree and Station of Men, =
was
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was ufual for the Eaft-India Company, long before
thefe Charities were inflituted, to take Boys from Hofx
pitals, and fend them abroad to be employed when they
grew up as Writers, [Faftors, {5'c. Employments which,
notwithftanding the great Chmce our prefent Chant}r
Schools would afford them, are now engrofled by Peo-
ple of much better Fafhion.

That the taking Children from this forlorn and mi-
ferable Condition, to be'employed in the higher Stati-
ons of Servants or Mechanicks, occafions no want of
them in that Condition from whence they were taken,
has been fhewn already », and need not be repeated
here.

This Complaint of the Dearnefs of Labour gives
the Author of the Effay a frefh Opportunity to thew his
Judgment in Politicks. Foreigners can afford to fell
the Manufallures of Goods made of our own Mate-
rials cheaper than our felves, though the Hazard run
in procuring them, obliges them to pay very dear for
them °; and this Inconvenience arifes from the greaier
Price paid for the Labour in working them up here,
than there. He fays, Every where in the Country the
Farmer wants Hands, and all Trades and Handicrafts
are overflocked®. And can’t this difcerning Politician
fee that any Draughts from thofe now employed in
Trades, to be employed in Husbandry, would raife
the Price of Labour in thofe Trades, and confequent-
ly of the Goods fo worked up, and by that means en-
able our Neighbours ftill more to underfell us in fo-
reign Markets ? But though the want of ' Labourers,
the want of Servants, and the Dearnefs of l.abour in
Trade, make but a very indifferent Figure zogezber, each
of them feparately will ferve for a very good Objection

T TR A S S — OO T i

&P, 281, and 252, oP. 358. P P 344, and 345.
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again{t Charity Schools; and fo indeed may any thing
clfe that he pleafes to offer.

The true Reafon why Labour is dear in Eungland,
and other Countries are enabled to underfell us in fo-
reign Markets, is owing to what the Author of the Fable
of the Bees was afraid 1o charge it upon. Other Coun-
tries are content to live more Fraugally than we ; and it
will be found, that not only this, but all his other
Complaints againft Charity Schools, are in a great
Meafure owing to Luxury. The Dearnefs of Labour
of all forts, the Largenefs of Wages and other Per-
quifites to Servants, their Idlenefs and Infolence, are all
the Effeé&ts of Luxury ; of which, as Sir William Temple
obferves, 2hough the Example arife among idle Perfons,
yet the Imitation is run into all Degrees, even of thofe
Men, by whofe Induftry the Nation fubfifts.

To this we owe the Scarcity of Servants where
they are really wanted: And from hence arifes that pro-
digious Liofs to the Publick, that Draughs of lufty and
able-bodied Men from Husbandry or Country Bufinefs,
to add to the Number and Magnificence of Equipages :
A fort of idle and rioting Vermin, by which (we aretold)
the Kingdom is almoft devoured, and which are every
where become a publick Nufance. Now the fame Sa-
gacity that helped any one to difcover the Nufance,
thould likewife, one would think, have pointed out
the Caxfe. Expence in every Rank of Life is vifibly
increafed, and pray Heaven! the [national Stock may
prove to be increafed in Proportion. But it is to be
feared there is a fatal Miftake in the common Eftimati-
on of our prefent Wealth. Either the Creditor of the
Publick has no fuch rea/ Property as he imagines, and
livesup to ; or the landed Man is greatly miftaken ip
thinking the whole of his Eftate to be his own; I mean
25,10 the Inberitance, as well as yearly Profit; and

Where
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where the Miltake lyes, our Superiors #ay indeed de-
termine as foon as they pleafe, but a few Years mauft
difcover.

The Author feems apprehenfive, that fome Part of
this Charge againft Charity Schools will be imputed to
Luxury 9. He is in Pain for his favourite Vice, and
therefore would fain have the Reader ufe it with Ten-
dernefs : Hedoes not think it fair that any thing thould
be fcored on the Ascount of Luxury, that is dvwnright
the Effeit of Folly . But this was leaving his Client in
the Lurch, and deferting the Caufe at a2 T'ime when it
moft wanted his Affiltance. Proving any thing to be
the Eife& of Folly, won't acquit Luxary of the Charge,
till Luxury is proved to be Wifdoin; which how well
he has fucceeded in the Proof, has been feen already.
T'o return to our Purpofe.

Nothing can be agreater Proof of the Excellency of
thefe Charities, than that fo many Years Experience of
them fhould not have furnithed their Enemies (who ap-
pear to be great Dealers in Politicks) with better Rea-
fons againft them. How would a Patriot in former
Days, who bewailed the Misfortune of his Country
from the valt Number of People who were not only
ufelefs but burthenfome to the Community ; how
would he have fwelled with Indignation againft thofe
minute Politicians, who would overturn an Inftitution
that enables all thefle to become ferviceable Citizens ?
that removes them from Poverty and all the common
Temptations to Roguery, and puts them in a Capacity
¢o get an honelt and a plemtiful Maintenance ? For
it is moft infallibly true, that the more Money private
Men get, fo much the richer is the Nation. National

T

% P, 349, and 360, * P 349
&3 5 Wealth
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Wealth is nothing but the whole of private Property
put together.

As to that paltry Obje&ion againft them, that zhe
putting Children ont to Trades is defiructive tothe Har-
mony of a Nation,and an impertinent intermeddling with
what few of thefe Governors know any thing of ©; The
Reader muft look upon it as a Proof of what was faid
juft now, or a Pretence to cover fome other Defign in
the Oppofition to them. For the Schools themfelves
are chiefly fupported by Contributions from 7 radefinen,
who, as it is reafonable to think, they arethe beft Judges
where Hands in Trades are moft wanted, fo it is pro-
bable they have the greatefl Share in their Management.
But the latter part of the Charge will return with great
Force and Juftice upon himfelf and his Friends. For
though we fhould allow them to have better Reafons
for refufing their own Contributions and Endeavours
to promote them, than it is feared moft of them have,
yet to intermeddle with and cenfure the Difpofal of o-
ther Mens Charity, can’t fail of being thought to a
great Degree impertinent, as what they have nothing at
all to do with,and, if we may judge by him, k#ow very
listle of.

That Inftitutions of this kind may be render’d ufeful,
not yet beendenied by them ; it is the Abufe and Mifman-
agement of them they have hitherto found fault with, Why
then don’t thefe publick fpirited Gentry, who burn with
the noble Zeal and Defire after Immortality, and take fuch
Care to improve their Country*, (why don’t they) gene-
roufly contribute to their Maintenance, and by thag
means get into the Management of them, and fo turn
the Balance from Trades to Husbandry, as well as cor-
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reét all the other Abufes they complain of > He knows
very well, that when this Ifland fball be culiivated, and
every Inch of it made babizable and ufeful, and the whole
the moft comvenient and agreeable Spot upon Earth, all
the Coft and Labonr laid out upon it will be glorionfly re-
paid by the Incenfe of thofe that [hall come after us®,Such
a noble Flight, fnch a Panegyrick upon Patrioti{m, you
are not to doubt is the Refult of his fincere Opinion.
He who is fo great an Enemy to Prieft-craft, would
never recommend a Condu& to others, that he did not
care for pra&ifing himfelf ¥. He will make it appear
that fuch a publick Spirit or Self-denial is not only bene-
ficial to the World, but highly reafonable in itfelf, and
befitting the Chara&er of a wife Man. Sofilly a Crea-
ture is Man, as that, intoxicated with the Fumes of Va-
nity, be can feaft on the Thoughts of the Praifes that flall
be paid his Memory in future Ages with fo much Extafy,
as to negledt, &c. *. And again, To pay Hononrs to the
Dead, will ever be a fure Mesthod to make Bubbles of the
Living ¥. And to fay the Truth, this fear of being
thought Bubbles to Fame and Reputation, like a Pa-
nick, feems to have feized the whole Party, and to have
influenced their publick Proceedings for many Years
palt. But what a fpecial Writer this is to deal out Mo-
rality and Politicks to the World, and to inftru& o-
thers how to lay out their Charity for the publick
Good!

The fame Queftion will be asked with Regard to eve-
ry other Objection that has been urged againft them. If
for Inftance it is faid that a Difaffe@ion to the Govern~
ment is encouraged in Charity Schools, why don’t thefe

E*P. 369

% P. 258, Let theClergy preach Abflinence and Self-denial to others, and
take what Liberty they pleale for themfelves,

¥ P 237, ¥ P.233.
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Objetors (if they have at the fame time the Caufe
of Religion at Heart) ere& other Charity Schools, (or
by contributing to the prefent ones get into the Ma-
nagement of them) where Loyalty to the Government
fhould be inculcared together with the Precepts of Re-
ligion? And can it be imagined that thefe with the Au-
thority of the Government to back them, fhould not
be more than a Balance againft fuch pretended Nurfe-
ries of Difaffeétion? And may they not by the fame
Methods remedy all the other Inconveniencies, which
in their Opinion the prefent Schools are liable to?

There never was an Inftitution better calculated to
promote Lilerzy as well as Religion, and to difappoint
the ambitious Views of thofe who would govern the
Confciences of the Vulgar upon a Pretence that they
want Abilities to know and believe for themfelves.
Thofe who mean well, and yet give into the common
Clamour again(t thefe Schools, ought to fufpeét the
Tendency of their own Opinions,and the Defign other
Men have in raifing an Averfion to them, when they
confider that this pompous Effay again(t the Ufefulne(s
of Charity Schools comes from an Author, whofe pro-
Seffed Defign is to fhew the Ufefulnefs of VicE and
RocGuEry.

The Truth is, the Infidelity of the Age has not yet
reached that Height, as to enable the profeffed Enemies
to Rerigion to make any formidable Attempts againft
thefe Schools merely upon their own Strength. From
this Senfe of their Weaknefs they have taken Pains of
late Years to draw in the warm Zealots amongi(t us to
join in the fame Endeavours, from a Notion of the
great Difadvantage they threatened to their common-
Party ; which however is declaring pretty plainly that
Religion and Knowledge are the Enemies they ought
to guard againft. This Party Clamour they have pro-

2 moted
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moted with fo little Decency, as to make zhat an Obe
yeftion againft Charity Schools ; which Charity Schools
in their own Nature are calculated to prevenms, and
which furely will befound to arife from a quite different
Quarter. Whatbutablind Attachment to a Set of Opini-
ons could fuffer Men to afcribe ageneral Dearnefs of La-
bour to the [dlenefs of Charity Children, and overlook
(not only the extraordinary Increafe of idle Servants,
which the growing Luxury of the Age has occafioned,
but) that valt Body of Troops (which the Government
has long been under an unhappy Neceflity of keeping
up) who in their feveral Employments at Home would
do more ufeful Work in one Year, than all the Chil-
dren in Charity Schools could have done from the
Time of their Inftitution to this Day?

ELINTSS,

PSP R e LY MR Rt R o e ey M Ly e L |
ADVERTISEMENT tothe READER.

M R. Bayle, and the Author of the Fable of
the Bees after him, having quoted the Au-
=59| thority of one Mr. 8z, Didier for the Ufe-
\'.f-'.;ﬂ fulnefs of the publick Stews of Penice,
and not being able to meet with the Book
till after thefe Papers were printed off, it won’t be amifs
to add fome Extraéts from thence concerning this re-
ligious Eftabliflment : By which it will appear that Mr.
Bayle (for the Author of the Fable is no more concern-
ed in it, than a School-Boy who repeats amifs after his
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Mafter) had very little Reafon to make Sz. Difdier vouch
for aStory, which in the fame Paffage he makes a Jeft
of and ridicules the Policy it was grounded upon.

¢ Two hundred and fifty four Year ago (fays Sz
¢ Difdier ) Venice being without Courtizans, the Re-
¢ publick was obliged to ‘procure a great Number of
¢ foreign ones. Doglions, who has writthe remarkable
¢ Affairs of Vewice, extremely commends the Wifdom
¢ of the Republick in it, which by this Means knew
¢ how to provide for the Security of Women of Ho-
¢ nour, who were every Day publickly attacked ; the
¢ moft holy Places not being a fufficient Afylum for
¢ their Chalftity, * [So far feems to be a Quotation from
Doglions, Headds] ¢ Wherefore the Republick being
* no doubt of Opinion that the falt Air that People
* breathe in this Climate, makes the Diforder habitual
¢ and without Remedy, they thought it proper to pro-
¢ vide for it, by appointing Habitations for thefe Cour-
¢ tizans, and eftablithing an Order among them, which
¢ thould contribute to their common Maintenance.

¢ They entrufted the Conduét of thefe Ladies of
¢ Pleafure to an bonourable Matron, who keeping the
* Box of all the Gain they made in the Profeflion, par=
¢ cell'd out the Money to them monthly, giving to
¢ every one according to the Proportion of Bufinefs
¢ which her Merit procured her. This wife Condué
¢ of theirs put the Courtizans upon fo good a Foot,
¢ and muitiplied them fo plentifully, that the Republick
¢ need not fear Venice will ever be in want of them a-
¢ gain. All the Streets and Canals are abundantly
¢ ftocked with them. They commonly keep at their
¢ Windows and Balconies, with a great Quantity of

3 La Ville & la Republigne de Venifs, Par. My, le Chevalier de 5i. Dif-
dicr. Qwat. Edits 4 ln Heye, 1685, % . e
¢ Ribbans
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* Ribbans about their Heads, expofiing all their Charms
¢ to draw in Cuftomers. DBut if they have the Reputa-
¢ tion to be the handfomeft [or beft thaped] of any in
¢ Iraly, they have likewife the Fame of beftowing fome
¢ Favours fo liberally, as to hinder People from forget-
¢ ting them very foon, p. 331, 332

Again. Speaking of the Frequency of young Wo-
mens being debauched, and feduced away from their
Parents and Friends, to fuch a Degree, that at Venice
you can’t but every Day hear of frefh Inftances of fuch
Violences, he fays that* Young Women who arenot fa-
¢ tisfied with their Husbands, or who are given to De-
¢ bauchery, are very often carried off in this manner ;
¢ and it is very difficulc for their Fathers, Mothers, or
¢ Hasbands to have any Redrefs, unlefs fome Noble-
¢ man will intereft himfelf in the Caufe. p. 334. He ob-
ferves afterwards, that when thefe are ‘once entered in
the Profefflion, they feldom leave it. p. 330.

¢ As it is impoflible this Libertinifm fhould be con-
¢ fined to the Memetian Nobility alone, without pafiing
¢ by a fort of Contagion and neceflary Confequence
into all other Conditions ; it comes to pafs that Ci-
tizens, Artificers and Strangers, have a full Liberty
at Venice with Regard to their Pleafures ; provided
they don’t encroach upon the Diltri& which the Pe-
netian Gentry think is particularly referved to them-
felves, and which if they ever do, they are in Danger
of paying dear for. p. 335, and 336.
¢ As it can’t eafily happen that fo licentious a De-
bauchery fhould content itfelf with one fort of Ples-
fure; foit is ealy to believe, what we are affured of,
that the Courtizans are put to fuch infamous Ufes,
that, whatever their mazural Charms may be, to en-
gage by their extraordinary Licwdnefs the Inclinations
of thofe who come thither, the Debauchety that is
committed there cannot but give ofie Horror. p.
¥ 336, 337 “In
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¢ In fuch a Diforder, and in fo general a Corrupti-

on,:it is not to be wonder’d at, if that Diftemper
which is the ufual Confequence of this Vice is {o dif-
fufely fpread ; I don’t mean only among the Courti-
zans, who are almoft all deftroyed by it, but among
the marriecd Women, of which I would lefs be thought
to except Women of Fafhion, than thofe of the or-
dinary Sort. And the Reafon is, that as not only
the Youth, but alfo the married Men of Quality are
almoft all alike plunged in this Debauchery, they
muft alfo neceflarily partake of the Pain which this
Diforder produces: And fince the one make no more
{cruple of communicating to their Wives what they
get abroad , than the others of returning in the
fame Kind thefe Favours again, which they have re-
ceived elfewhere, it comes to pafs that the Infection

is almolt univerfal.
¢ One may eafily think from what has been faid, there

is no Place in Exrope where this Malady is more
commen: And 1 know it for a Truth, that Gentle-
women lately married, and not bemg acquainted
with thefe Diforders, and taking them for Indifpofiti-
onscommon to Women, are reduced to the mofl de-

“plorable Condition, without knowing what ails them,

till the Increafe of the Ilinefs and the Nature of the
Medicines, gives them the firlt Notice what their Dif.
temper really is. p. 337, 338.
¢ As it is a moft certain Truth, that without a parti-
cular Affiftance from Heaven, the Vices of Youth
follow a Man to his Grave, fo we muft not be fur-
priz’d if the moft hoary Heads among the Pese=
zian Nobility retain their juvenile Habits. They
are fo far from being cautious in this Refpe&, and
conceal their Praétices fo little, that Husbands don’t
at all fcruple to leave Word at Home that they are
gone to dine with their Whore, and their very Wives
¢ fend
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¢ fend thither to them whatever they are pleafed to or-
der; where I would have People guefs, rather than
cominit to Paper my felf, what {candalous and extra-
vagant Artifices thefe old Fellows fometimes ufe to
excite againin them thefe Inclinations which their na-
tural Weaknefs at that Age deprives them of, in fpite
of all they can do to revive them. p. 338, 339.

¢ The Condition of a Courtezan is of fo little Pre-
¢ judice to the Honour of thofe who only proftitute
¢ themfelves toa fingle Perfon, that upon her retiring
¢ or marrying, fhe may live for the future without any
* Reproach. From the Hopes of this many a young
¢ Woman gives Way to her Inclinations. .But it is
¢ feldom that they do indeed retire from this Way of
4
L4
i
€
[ 4

L " [ ] -~ [ ] -~

Life. The Debauchery, and Freedom from the Re-

ftraint their Parents lay them under (which they greatly

efteem) are very ftrong Engagements, and keep them

clofe to that Profeflion, which we atually fee ho-

noured by the Daughters of noble Families. p. 330,
He had (aid before that ¢ the Quality of a Courtezan
¢ was fo far from being dithonoured by her Profeflion
¢ in the Opinion of the People, that it rather added to
¢ her Dignity, and procured her Refpet in Proportion
¢ to the Quality of her Gallants. p. 331.

Again.  Speaking of the grand Mafquerades at the late
zer end of the Carnaval at Venice, be fays, * Women of
¢ Fathion who have Gallants, find in this Seafon athou-
¢ fand Ways to deceive their Husbands and Overfeers;
¢ for there is no Place where you may not introduce
¢ your felf by the help of Mafques. In {o much, that.
¢ the Carnaval is the true Harvelt of Love-Affairs,
¢ where they gather the Fruits of all the Intrigues that
¢ have been laid in a lefs favourable Seafon, where they
¢ fertle new Correfpondences with Ladies the moft
¢ carefully obferved, and concert Meafures for their fu-
¢ ture Entertainment. p.342

e I thought
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- 1thought it would not be difagreeable to the Readet
to receive this Account from an Author, who has been
reprefented himfelf as an Advocate for publick Stews °.
Thefe Paflages will confirm the T'ruth of feveral things
mentioned in the foregoing Pages, by thewing nfact the
deplorable Condition to whichthis licenfed Wickednefs
has reduced the Morals of the People in Irtaly. For
that it is not confined to Penicealone, the fame Author
told us at the beginning of the Chapter. ¢ Thofe (fays
¢ he) who are as well acquainted with Rome as ﬁmrr,
¢ are ata Lofs to decide in which of the two Cities
¢ there is the greateft Number of publick Whores, and
¢ the greatelt Libertinifm.” The Reader will judge
from hence of the Truth of that Suggeftion' in Mr-
Bayle. It is well known the Reafon why they’ (fo
many good Politicians as thefe, fays his Follower, as
an bumble Improvement upon bim) * tolerate lewd Hou-
¢ fes, is to prevent a worfe Evil, an Impurity of a
¢ more execrable Kind, and to provide for the Safety
¢ of Women of Honour.” Though he could not but
know Sz. Difdier had given very different, and much
more probable Reafons for this infamous Pallcy (viz.)
the alluring Strangers to come and fpend their Money
among them, and the Confideration, thata People bred’
up in Effeminacy and Debauchery, feldom .trouble
their Heads about State Affairs, or attempt any Change
in the Government. vid. p. 338, :
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b Such a relation s, Mr. de J’r Didier’s were ufeful to conyinge ﬂw:
World in this' Point. Mr. ii#ﬂc‘s Penf, Diver, Bet. 165.
















