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A
DJd:-A.L O GUE

CONCERNING

Y CE N C Y.

- HirorrEPON and Eutrapelus, two Gentlemen of very
P good fenfe and a great deal of learning came laft May

to my houfe in the country to fpend ten or twelve days

with me. One evening we went for a walk to pafs a-
way a couple of hours before Supper. As we were returning,
and about two miles from my houfe I was violently feiz’d upon
an open down, where there is a publick road, with the gripes
attended with a neceffity of going to ftool. Oh thefe horrid
gripes! (faid I) they plague me every day of my life. I with I
was now at home; that I might eafe myfelf in the neat apart-
ment I have lately made in my garden; for I hate to do fuch
things in publick, and I think, Philoprepon, I have heard you
fay that you cannot even make water if you think any one looks
upon you --- Very modeft indeed! (fays Eutrapelus) furely, Gen-
tlemen, the neceffities of nature muft be attended to; and nature
requires us to empty, as well as it does to fill. And therefore I
do not fee why we fhould give ourfelves any uneafinefs, when

we are feen to do one, more than when we are feen to do the
A2 other



4 A Dialogue

other, efpecially if the neceflity is urgent. Well (faid I) Gen-
tlemen, I cannot hold eu#, or rather I fhould fay, hold iz any
longer. If you will walk gently on, I fhall foon overtake you.
My bufinefs will foon be done, for, as they fay in the fchools,
nibil viclentum eff diuturnum. As they were going on, fays Philo-
prepon, our friend’s gripes muft be extremely bad, if they can
hinder his joking: but pray, Eutrapelus, with refpe& to what
you juft now faid, let me afk you one queftion or two. Dont
you think that decency is founded in nature? And don’t you ob-
ferve that there is a defire in almoft every one of retiring from
company to do feveral things, which are not only lawful, but ne-
ceflary ? which defire feems to me to be a natural inftinét or
(perhaps to fpeak more properly) a diffate of nature, and the
fhame of doing fuch things in publick, or before other perfons
is a natural thame, what nature and reafon produce in us. You
perhaps, Eutrapelus, (pardon me) may have got the better of
this; but you muft, I think, allow that there are fuch things,
as natural inclinations, and natural averfions. Some men may in-
deed have fo far conquer’d thefe, that they feem never to have
been poffefs'd of them : and for this reafon they are apt to con-
clude that they are not natural. --- Very fine reafoning indeed !
(fa}rs Eutrapelus) According to you, Philoprepon, nafure re-
quires 2 man to be atham’d of what nature abfolutely forces lum
to do. This is an odd way of talking furely.

By this time I was juft got up to them, and Philoprepon im~
mediately faid to me --- your accident, Sir, has almoft led Eu-
trapelus and me into a philofophical difpute. He and I feem to
differ about the foundation of medefly, or decency, or more pro-
perly fbame, which I think is truly founded in nafure. Pray
(fays Eutrapelus) ftate the cafe right. I am very far from de-

nying that modefty is founded in mature, or that it is a virtue;
nor



Concerning Decency. 5

nor do I deny fhame to be natural: for I take fhame to be the
natural confequence of having done any thing in itfelf fhameful ;
and whoever does any thing vicious and unreafonable ought to
be afbani’d of it. But the queftion is whether fbame on account
of indifferent things is natural; or whether nature requires us to be
atham’d of any thing, but what difcovers fome bad principle in the
mind of him who do’s it, that is, what is really fhamefil in itfelf.
Ought 2 man to be atham’d of poverty, which he has not by his |
own vices brought upon himfelf? I think not -- If he has brought
his poverty upon himfelf, it is his folly or his wickednefs, which
fhould make him atham’d, not merely his poverty confider'd as
fuch. Or do you think that any man ought to be atham’d on ac-
count of any natural deformity whatfoever ? In my judgment he
need not. And the reafon is very plain, becaufe the deformity
is natural, and therefore could not by any means be avoided by
him who has it; and fo is no token or indication of any bad or
vicious principle.

That fuch a kind of fhame, as I am {peaking of, that is, a
thame of doing or being feen to do, what is not {hameful in it-
felf, is not natural, appears from the different cuftoms and man-
ners, which we read of, in different nations and countries. In
fome places men are not in the leaft atham'd of doing fome
things in publick, which to do fo in other places would be rec-
kon'd monftroufly indecent, nay would be follow’d with fome
fevere punithment. I have read in fome or other of the ancient
Geographers of a people call'd (if I remember the name right)
Moflynians fomewhere in Afia, who were us'd to copulate in
the publick fireets without any manner of ceremony.: And

1 They were a people, which inhabited near the Euxine fea. Pompo-
nius Mela calls them, Msfyni — Xenophon, Strabo, Dionyfius, Dicdorus

Siculus, ‘and Apoll. Rhodius call them Mofynocci. They had their name
from
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they were not the only nation in the world, who did the fame,
tho’ I cannot at prefent recolle¢t the names of any other. + And
you know there was a confiderable fect of philofophers, very

threwd ones too, who ridicul'd all this kind of modefty and
thamefacednefs, which you ftand up for.z Crates, who was

from their dwelling in wooden towers. So Strabo tells us, Tugylois einsion,
b xeaf Mogvraless ixaduy of widnel, Tar wigysn porvvan xrsgdper. L.12. P.549. €-
dit. Cafaub. and fo Dionyf. delcribes them — xef oi wiorvies Txuom Aspgrisg =
Perieg. v.766. where Euftathius obferves >m pervvan o i wigywr. As to the
indecency mention’d by Eutrapelus, it is taken norice of by {everal authors
— Xenophon’s army had experience of it, Elsrer N xef rais tmeloars ois wyov o
Enlvis EF&?MSE gufireiak " vapos }g' " wiies ¥ms. Anab. L. 5 Pe3g2. edit, Hutchinf.
and {fo Apollon. Rhod, L. 2. 1025.

Oid] ehwiis widvs imdngios, &ME Ui ws

Digandis o) ioarty sdnsper wmprivims

Mirgarrey seepadis Euni Qurimm juvenar.
Pompon. Mela fays of them, promifiué comcumbunt o palam. L.1.c.19. Died.
Siculus’s account of them is, rafs pir yuvadly sanneler drsvrar spivrar. L. 14,
p. 260, edit. Rhodom.

1 Eutrapelus is'in the right in faying, there were other nations heﬁdcﬂ the
Moffynians who made no fcruple of copulating in publick. The Maffagetae
did the fame as we learn from Strabo. Tepd o txess plar. peivry 8t vals s
o adawiis o O payvippes 75 amertle w Qugiriin ibdgrvons ox T duakeg Qawgas wpi-
pvry. L.11. p.513. Herodotus gives the fame account of them, L.1. c.ult.
The Namafones alfo a peoplein Africa feetn guilty of the fame indecency ac-
cording to the laft quoted author. yusdixes § vepilerme mnas iyeir sgers Emixgiay
ariar v @ik mouivmy. Lo 4. € 172, -and Sextus Empiricus tells us that fome
of the Indians practis’d the fame == xey 73 Mpgoin yuvaxi plyyweX xaf T mug Hpiv
aiozpiy eirey Joxiv gL NAT T Irdar G i gy ey vopilorlay” piyyie) & ""A‘ﬂ"ﬂ'f Mrpg-
sig. Pyrrhon. Hypot. L.3. c.24. p.r§2. ed. Gen.1621. .

2 The Cynick fect was founded by Antifthenes a fcholar of Socrates, as
we learn from many of the Ancients. Some think it had this name from the
place in Athens where Antifthenes kept his fchool, call’d Cymofarges. This
Diog. Laert. has taken notice of, L.6. feg.13. But others think this name
was given that fect becaufe they made no fcruple, any more than dogs do,
of copulating in the publick ftreets. Thus Lacantius fays, Quid ego de Cy-
wicis loquar ? quibus in propatulo coire cum conjugibus mos fuit. Quid mirum, fi 2

cani=
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one of them, and Hipparchia his wife confummated their nup-
tials in a public portico at Athens, who were both of them re-
markable for their good fenfe and underftanding.* And I am
fure you muft both of you remember Diogenes’s argument for
the lawfulnefs of doing in publick any thing in itfelf lawful. J#
is lawful for a man to eat bis dinner, therefore it is lawful for a
man to dine in the fireets. So, It is lawful for a man to enjoy bis
wife, therefore it is lawful for bim to enjoy ber in the fireets. -—- 1
do not indeed think this’ argument a good one; it is a mere fo-
phifm, what the Logicians call @ diéto fecundum quid ad dictum

canibus, quorum vitam imitantuy, etiam vocabulum nomenque traxerunt ¢ De fal-
fa fapientia. c.15. For my own part, I imagine, the name Cywic was fix’d up-
on this fect, becaufe the whole converfation and behaviour of the philofo-
phers, who were of it, was doglike, impudent, furly and morofe. As Aelian
fays of Diogenes that no one car’d to keep him company, ¢ = seiry iney-
wrhy, % om0y @ods & atwiliplun xaf Mooplw Neslgssss. Var. Hiftu13.26. The ar-
gument us’d for indecency by Diogenes, and mention’d by Eutrapelus we
have in his life written by Diog. Lib. 6. 69.

1 — We have the lives of Crates and Hipparchia in Diogenes Laertius,
L. 6. and from him we learn, that Hipparchia was a young Lady of good
~ fortune and fafhion, aud might have been marry’d to feveral Gentlemen of
wealth, honour and beauty. But fhe being us’d to attend the lectures of
"Crates abfolutely fell in love with him, tho’ he profefs’d poverty, and was
befides humpback’d. Againft the prefling advice of her friends, and Cra-
tes’s own perfwafion too, who told her of his poverty and fhow’d her his
humpback, fhe would be marry’d to him ; and fhe thereupon became Cy-
nic, wore the garb of thefe philofophers, and entred into all the indecen-
cies of the fect, doing in public whatever her husband defir'd, Tantum PEi-
lofophia potuit ! — Belides Diogenes Laertius, Apuleius has given us an ac-
count of their impudence. Ducit Cynicis in porticum, Ibidem in loco celebri co-
ram luce clariffima accubuit, coramque virginem imminuffet, pavatam pari conflan-
tia, ni Zeno procinity palliaftri & circumflantis coronae obtutu magiffrum in fecre-
#0 defendiffet. Florid. L.2. The fame faét is mention’d by feveral other an-
cient authors, whofe teftimonies it is not neceffary to produce. This Lady
became fo thoroughly a Cynic, that Arian the philofopher calls her another
Crates, yuvdieg tins smo Kgdmms. L. 3. €, 22, o 463. edit. Upton.

Simpli-
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Simpliciter. It is much the fame as if 2 man thould fay, # #s good
to eat beef, therefore it is good to eat beef in a fever. Nor would
I, Gentlemen, be thought a patron of fuch monftrous indecen-
cies, as Diogenes and his furly followers pracis'd, and vindicated
upon thefe principles. I only mention their practice and their
vindication of it, that you may fee that all perfons have not been
of the fame mind in this point, nay that fome men of great abi-
lities, underftanding and learning, fuch certainly were Diogenes,
Crates and many others, have ridicul’d and laugh’d at the kind
of modefty you were {peaking of. Surely this could never have
been done, if this fhame was properly {peaking founded in na-
ture. One would think it impofiible that wife and learned men
fhould argue againft the plain ditates of reafon, or thould ever
endeavour to get rid of their natural inftinéts and inclinations.
--- But let us now confider another inftance, in which I fuppofe
you think this natural fbame (as you call it) is concern’d, and
that is #akednefs. And here you will fee whole fets and nations
agdinft you. I have read fomewhere of a fect of Chriftians,
call'd Adamites, who were fo far from thinking nakednefs inde-
cent, or being atham’d of it, that they thought, that, whenever
they approach’d the divine being, they ought to pull off every
rag of their clothes, men and women together, and appear ftark
naked. 1 Whether they endeavour’d to prove this to be right

1 Adamites, or Adamians are a fe of Chriftians mention’d by Epipha-
nius, who liv’d in the 4th Century. He fays they were call’d Adamites from
one Adam the founder of them. But I rather think with Monir. Bayle that
they were fo call’d from the firft man, the father of all mankind, who (as
we learn from Mofes) was naked, till he fell. They faid, that as Chrift had
deftroyed and taken away the guilt of fin, they were reeftablifhed in the
firft ftate of original innocence, and ought to follow Adam, who in that
ftate was naked as well as his wife. Their place of worlhip they called Pa-
radife. 1 muft do them the juftice however to fay that they were only na-
ked, when they attended upon publick worfhip, as St. Auftin fays, _N#il

itaque
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from feripture or no, I cannot fay, nor do I know in what au-
thor I have read of them --- But what need I mention a parti-
cular fe€t, when we all know that there are fome whole nations
in the world, where no parts are ever conceal’d, and when one
fex fees the other, it is no more to them than it is to us in thefe
countries to fee a hand or face. No one is atham’d for being
feen naked and no one becomes more rude for feeing another
fo. And certainly with refpect to ourfelves, cuftom has a very
great influence, for #afure no more requires that a womans legs
fthould be cover’d than a man’s; and therefore it can be no di-
€tate of mature that a lady thould be atham’d, if fhe difcovers as
high as her calf, which every modeft woman in England is.

Befides, let this further be confider'd how it comes to pafs
that the fame thing in the fame country is in one century rec-
kon'd indecent and immodeft, which in another century carry’s
no appearance of immodefty in it. In one century our Englifh
Ladies conceal not only their breafts but their very necks, and
if a Lady’s handkerchief is by chance unpinn'd, and part of the
rotundity feen, there is immediately a ftrange blufhing, as if {he
-had been guilty of a notorious crime; now in another century
the ftays are made low, and the whole fnowy bofom is laid o-

itaque mares faeminaeque comveniunt, mudi leftiones andiunt, nudi orant, nudi ce-
lebrant [acramenta, De baeref. 31. Some accus’d this fe& of great debauch-
ery, but others have afferted that they pradis’d great continence. I will
not attempt to fettle this point ; however that be, they did not come up
to the impudence of the Picards, fo call’d from one Picard who founded a
feét in the beginning of the fifteenth century, that always whether ar home,
or abroad, went naked. There were many of them in Bohemia, fee Bayle
Di&. v. Picards = I might mention alfo an heretical fe¢t in the r4th cen-
tury who adher’d to the doétrine of nakedwe[s, and were called Turlupins. It
is very ftrange and furprizing that this fcandalous indecency fhould have
been {o often renew’d amongft Chriftians, when the Gofpel fo ftrongly in-
culcates modefty and chaftity.

b pen
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pen ad umbilicum fere, pray does nature make that immodeft,
or indecent in this reign, which the modeft and virtuous practis'd
in the laft? Or can that be indecent in itfelf now, which was
very decent only five and thirty years ago? This cannot I think
well be imagin’d. And I believe there was as little fornication
when more fleth was difcover’d, as there is now. And without
intending any reflexion upon my pretty countrywomen, I do not
doubt, but the naked laffes in thofe countries, where they fhow
all, live in a ftate of uncorrupted virginity, till they are marry'd,
as commonly as ours do, who will not thow even their ancles.
But let us, Philoprepon, take the cafe which introduc'd this dif-
courfe. Our Ladies in England are atham’d of being feen even
in going to, or returning from the moft neceffary parts of our
houfes, as if it was in itfelf {hameful to do even in private, what
nature abfolutely requires at certain feafons to be dene: whereas
I have known an old woman in Holland fet herfelf on the next
hole to a Gentleman, and civilly offer him her mufcle thell by
way of fcraper after fhe had done with it herfelf, Thus you
know it is no indecency for a man in the ftreets, and even be-
fore women, to turn his face againft the wall, and do what it
would be reckon’d very immodeft in any Lady to do, how load-
ed and uneafy foever the might be. Now if this fhame or mo-
defty be founded in nature, why fhould not a man be atham’d
of fuch a thing as well as a woman. I believe the Moffinians
(whom I before mention’d) both men and women made no
fcruple of eafing nature both ways in the publick ftreets r. And

1 What Eutrapelus here imagines of the Moflinians feems confirm’d by
Xenophon, who tells us, that they were wont to do in publick, what o-
thers do in private, and to do in private what others do in publick. Anab,
L.§. p.293. Erme 38 Sxhe tymes imvinr, wmng dfpames oo fpnple movieaiar, wnws 5 an
Avre Apdiey® puoves TE Gvris opgine Twtatier, emg v psr wman orrss. And Apollon. Rhod.

tells us the fame of them.
Owra
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there is nertahﬁ}vcry little regard had to this kind of decency
in thofe places where they efteem it a part of noble liberty to
- difcharge where and before whom they pleafe. This you know
is truly the cafe at Venice r; and I'm fure you both remember
the proverb which other Greeks made ufe of by way of ridicul-
ing the inhabitants of Corcyra, now call'd Corfu -- Exs0S¢pa Kép-
uupa, yile ims Sirasz. Corcyra is free, eafe nature where you

pleafe.
-~ This is a liberty I find you take to be unnatural : Ido indeed

(fays Philoprepon) think it ridiculous for men to boaft of fuch
a liberty, and unnatural to make ufe of it, but in cafes of ex-
treme neceflity ~- I am not (reply’d Eutrapelus) for fuch an
unbounded liberty myfelf; it is what men of /g charafters
would abufe ; nor fthould I like to walk the ftreets of fo free a
ftate --- But pray do not thefc inftances prove that the averfion

Oost peiv audadibo jilay Hipss » T Sipess

H c20gh 7ad% smmvmme dipiois iv pan posvednToe)

Oorae 4] tw peipaegois memommpsde xiiva Jogels

Adsgews psoriow e jilsmy dyyeds. Lo 2. v.I020.

1 ** At Venice you fee the ftreet, pillars and fteps of thofe fine portico’s
¢ perpetually delug’d with an inundation of urine, with firreverences fwim-
“ ming in it like fo many foating iflands, This nafty fight is fo far from
¢ being difagreable to the inhabitants that they account it part of their
“¢ boafted liberty to evacuate thofe fuperfluities of nature, when, where and
¢ pefore whom they pleafe. This is fo true, that the Doge himfelf and his
€€ arrendants in going to St Marks Church, are regal’d with the fight and
¢ finell of thofe ordures all the way from the gate of his apartment along
“®the great ftairs of his palace to the very Church door. This account is
¢ given by Mr Blainville in his travels tranflated by Dr Turnbull,

2 This proverb is to be found among Eralm. Adag. under the title Li-
bertas --- It is alfo taken notice of by the learned Dr Bentley in his Phile-
leuth. Lipfl. p. 1. p.46. who calls it a flovenly freedom, which the reft of the
Greeks laugh’d at.

B2 which
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which appears in many perfons to make the difcharges we fpeak
of in publick is not founded in wafure, and that it is no dictate
of nature to retire upon fuch occafions in private, I mean of 7a-
ture fo far, as to produce obligation, which I apprehend to be
your opinion. For I will allow you, Philoprepon, that it is in
fome fenfe natural to make proper places for retirement, or to
have portable veffels for fuch difcharges, becaufe it may be call'd
a natural defire that, what is offenfive to ourfelves, may be re-
moved, or put at a diftance from us —- If men were not to re-
tire upon thefe occafions, the company, if there was any, mauft
neceflarily be offended, and we ourfelves fhould for a long time
together be offenfively reminded by our {fmell, what we had been
doing, which would be a thing very unwholefome as well as dif-
agreable. This was the reafon why the Jews were order’d, when
in camp, if they wanted to eafe themfelves, to go out of the
camp and dig a hole for that purpofe and then cover it1. The
great legiflator did all he could to keep that nafty people clean.
But I can befides this, mention another foundation of this retire~
ment, which may alfo be call'd #afural, and that is, that man is
really a proud animal, and cannot bear any thing, which feems
to derogate from the dignity of his nature, and is therefore a-
verfe to do any thing in publick, which betokens infirmity and
mortality. He is therefore always for having his excrements re-
mov'd out of the fight of others as well as of himfelf --- for it
is as it were a reproach to his nature that food fo agreable to
the tafte, and oftentimes to the fight, fhould become fo filthy

1 ““ Thou fhalt have a place alfo without the camp whither thou fhalt go
*“ forth abroad, and thou fhalt have a paddle on thy weapon and it fhall be
“when thou wilt eafe thyfelf abroad, thou fhalt dig therewith and fhale
““turn back and cover that which cometh from thee.” Deuteron. 23.12,
13.

and
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and nafty by going only thro’ his bodyr. And therefore we
may obferve that the Ladies are greatly more afham’d of being
thought to do fuch things, than the men are; as of the two
fexes the female certainly is the more proud --- And I really be-
lieve, that fuch filth and ordure proceeding from our lower parts
is the reafon why St. Paul in one of his epiftles calls them, I
think, ncomely parts, and lefs bonourable > —- for furely they are
to the fight as comely as any other --- Well then, as far as this
pride in man may be judg'd #afural, {o far may the fhame we
fpeak of be thought zafural too --- But if this pride be not 7a-
tural, yet as it is in man, it may be the foundation of the fhame
we talk of. I will add one thing more to the purpofe, and that
is, that we may fay that marure teaches us to retire upon thefe
neceflary occafions in the fame fenfe that St. Paul fays, nature
teaches us that if a man bas long bair it is a fbame to bim3, where
by nature I cannot fuppofe the Apoftle means the law of nature,
but a confirm'd cuflom which has made long hair appear indecent
in a man. It feems to be exactly the fame with refpe@ to the

1 This opinion that human ordure is a proof of human infirmity, is illu-
ftrated by a paflage in Plutarch, who tells us that when a certain Poet in
his great encomiums upon Antigonus call'd him the offfpring of the Sun and
a God, Antigonus faid, bis clofeffool bearer kunew better -—= Artlzns® & wigan,
Eguadirs mis cb monipaoy auriy uly wHidl, xaf Jeiv dvwyepdliovres, ob moimime pge (fimy)
o Awguridoges omwadiy --- If. & Ofir. p.360. Francof. 1620. This is the rea-
fon why a newly created pope is put in a chair without a bottom to it ----
that he may be reminded that he is mortal. See Platina in his life of Pope
Joan, his words are ** fentio fedem illam ad id paratam effe, ur qui in tanto
¢ magiftratu conftituitur fciat fe non Deum fed hominem efle; & necefli-
“¢ tatibus naturz utpote egerendi fubjectum effe.”

2 1 Corinth. 12,23, 24. . Thofe members of the body whick we think to be Iifs
bonourable, upon thefe we beflow more abundant bonour, and our wncomely parts
bave more abundant comelinefs ¢

3 1 Corinth. 11. 14.

cale
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cafe before us, The cuftom of the country we live in has made
things feem indecent, which are-not {o in their own nature: =~

I think what I have faid {ufficiently accounts for men’s firft re-
tiring for the purpofe of eafing nature; and fhews that we need

not call this defire #atural in Philoprepon’s fenfe of the word:
nor does it really appear to me, that there is a nafural obliga-
tion, or that it is a dictate of the law of #afure to do thefe things
1n private --- I muft however afk pardon of our good friend the
Dr. here for pretending to interpret St. Paul, when he is by,
who has ftudy’d the new teftament fo thoroughly, and I wifh
he would tell us his opinion, whether I have given the true fenfe
of the two paffages in that Apoftle, which I juft now mention’d.
What you have faid of both thofe paflages (reply’d I) is agre-
able to the judgment of fome of the moft learned commenta-
tors; I could tell you fome other opinions about them ; but I
would rather have the fubject of decency continw’d, which is not
affected by any interpretation of thofe texts.

If you have faid as much as you think proper, Eutrapelus, up-
on this head, I hope Philoprepon will favour us with his opinion
upon it, or rather his arguments for it; for I know his opi-
nion already -—- If I am not miftaken, Philoprepon thinks that
the defire which feems common in men of being retir'd from
company to do feveral things, which are in themfelves neceflary
or lawful, is truly natural --- not natural becaule it is natural to
remove what is offenfive to our fenfes, or becaufe it is fo univer-
fally practis'd that the contrary would feem wnnatural ---but it
is a matural defire, as truly as a defire to do good to others, or
as the love of our offspring is nafural --- and that the law of na-
ture dictates fuch a retirement -- v. g. That Crates and Hippar-
chia a&ed unnaturally, that they behav'd contrary to the dictates

of nature when they confummmated their nuptials in publick ;
which
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which confummation was undoubtedly a very lawful thing and
quite agreable to nature, if done in private: fo further, for a
man (when he has an opportunity of retiring) to chufe to eafe
nature in the publick ftreets (as Diogenes would not fcruple to
do 1) is a breach of that modefty which nature dictates, But I
afk pardon, Philoprepon, for endeavouring to explain your opi-
nion which you could have explain’d much better your felf. I
cannot fay indeed (fays Philoprepon) but you have exprefs'd my
meaning clear enough. I have been very well entertain’d with
Eutrapelus’s ferio-jocofe differtation upon decency, which I fhall
take the liberty to make a few remarks upon, and endeavour to
confute his arguments —- That whole nations like the Moflinians
mention’d by Eutrapelus have been deftitute of this fhame, is
(afking Eutrapelus’s pardon) not the leaft proof that the fhame
is not natural; becaufe I could produce feveral authors who tell
us of whole nations which have had wnnatural cuftoms, and in
which men have generally run into practices, which all civiliz'd
countries call #nnafural and think fhocking -- I have read fome-
where of a place where it was common for women to ferve up
their own children at an entertainment 2 --- This I hope Eutra-
pelus will allow to be unnatural, and contrary to the dictates of
nature. The ancient Perfians, I think, were us'd to lye with their

1 We are told in his life by Diog. Laert, ===
Ewde werme moidiy ir 78 wica.

2 Ariftotle tells us of fome fuch nations in Afia which he therefore calls
wregivs, Fngiadus, irrational and brutal -- Aw 8% ras Sngades ([C. gores) oier miv
arFpamoy, iy Ayue Tos riwons cvssdluoner, 1o waedla xgmBlen ¥ sioig Qo yaiges ivlug
vay emnygiappon ol T Tlovtw, Tés piv dpeis, T4 § xginay oSgamn s N waidin du-
r&gﬂr EMnAeds &z il':l.ux;m - nghxf H.lv ?-P;l:l;«l?ﬂ{* Ariftor. Ethiﬂ. L. 7. Cs G Pe §2e
edit, Lugdun. 1590.

own
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own wothers ' ; and in fome places the Ladies were allow’d to
grant their favours to any ftrangers who came into the country,
and their hufbands found no fault with them 2. And every one
who has read the ancients knows, that the moft unnatural of all
crimes, for which a whole country once fuffer'd the divine ven-
geance, was allow’d in feveral countries, and fo far from being-
punifh’d that it was not look'd upon as at all bafe or fcanda-
lous 3. Human facrifices too you know were very common in
more countries than one4. I dare fay if I had time I could re-
colle¢t many more fhocking cuftoms and practices which are,
or have been in fome parts of the world, that we fhould all of
us allow to be wnnatural, that is, contrary to fuch difpofitions,
or inclinations which are truly natural, and which one would
think muft have been conquer’d with a pretty deal of difficulty
---- We ought not therefore, to argue from the practice of fuch
people --—- any more than we ought in the next place from the
opinions of wife and learned men. Eutrapelus feem’d to lay great
ftrefs upon the fentiments of Diogenes and his filthy followers,
whom, if I remember right, he call'd /brewd Philofophers. I'm

1 Jus eft apud Perfas mifceri cum matribus, Minuc. Fel. c. 31. Diogenes
Laert. fays the fame of the Perfian Magi. See his procem.

2z Eufebius tells this of the Gaetuli Prp. Ev. L.6. c.38. Among the
Nafamones, as we learn from Herodotus, the bride was enjoy’d the firft
night by every one who was at the nuptial feaft. L. 4. c. 172.

3 Sext, Empiric. tells us it was not efteem’d bafe among the Germans,
but a thing in common praétice. Hypotyp. Pyrrh. L. 3. c.24« And Xe-
noph. fays there were feveral cities where this abominable crime was not
Prﬁhibited. Ev worbads Tay moMisy oi vijiel GUx IKITIORGTaY TRIS Wgis Tols Wadoks imdu-
plars. Laced. Refp.

4 Particularly among the Gauls. Cic. pro M. Fonteio, c. 10. Caef. Bell.
Gall. L.6, c.16. and among the Gallo-grzci in Afia. Liv.38.47. See a
differtation on human facrifices in L’hiftoire de ’Acad. des infcr, & belles
lettres, tom. 1. p. §7.

fure,
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fure, Eutrapelus, you have read of opinions which are quite con-
trary to nature defended by men of great learning and fagacity,
and fome unnatural vices have not only been practis'd but con-
tended for, as juftifiable by as wife and fbrewd men as any of
the Cynicks -- I had almoft forgot to tell you that your favourite
Diogenes himfelf pracis'd coining t and I dare fay ftiffly enough
defended it. He and his father were both banifh'd for it. There
is hardly any abfurdity to be thought of which has not been
maintain’d by fome learned men. But I'll inftance only in per-
Jecution —-- Our good friend here, who has ftudy’'d all the con-
troverfies in Divinity, has I dare fay read feveral learned and ela-
borate treatifes in defence of that vice, which is as unnatural as
moft. Iam fure, Eutrapelus, you will own that it is contrary
to nature to perfecute our fellow-creatures for holding principles
different from ourfelves in matters of mere {peculation. Indeed
I do own it (fays Eutrapelus) and I take it to be as unnatural,
as it would be for me to knock down a man I fhould meet in
the ftreets, becaufe my nofe is an aquiline and his is a flat one.
Well then (fays Philoprepon) I think we have advanc'd fo far
in our controverfy, that Eutrapelus’s argument from the cuftoms
of nations, or the opinions of fome learned and fagacious men,
is not to our purpofe: for fome nations, as well as private per-
fons of fenfe and learning may have effac’d that modefty and
fhame, which is agreable to nature, as we fee is fometimes the
cafe with refpect to humanity, and mercy which are undoubt-
edly natural. And therefore fuch nations have been always e-
fteem’d brutal and favage by others, who were more civiliz'd ;
and if I remember the ftory right, when Crates and Hipparchia

1 Diog. Laert. in the beginning of his life tells us this of him from an
ancient writer. Suidas alfo fays the fame. v. Awyims.

| were
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were about to confummate their nuptials in the portico in fight
of many ftanders by, a young man one of his own difciples,
who I fuppofe would have argu’d for the lawfulnefs of their ims=
pudence, could neverthelefs not bear the fight; it fhock’d him
and he thereupon threw a cloak over them. The young man’s
name I have forgotr. In this cafe you fee nature recurr’d not-
withftanding all the philofophy, or rather impudence, which
Crates had taught him. And with refpec to the point ‘of ea-
fing nature I am fure Eutrapelus himfelf whatever he may fay
difputandi gratia would be greatly thock'd to fee it perpetually
done in publick by men and women, juft as they had occafion.
It is contrary to nature and reafon to do fo, in as much as it is
contrary to nature and reafon to expofe our fecret parts to pubs
lick view. And that this is unnatural appears from the very
name given to thofe parts in almoft all languages of the world
=~ I fhall only inftance in Latin and Greek --- They are call'd
verenda, or wveretrum, and widuia, merely from it’s being a thing
thameful in itfelf to difcover them2. The very names then of
thefe parts fhow the fenfe moft nations have of modefty and de-
cency --- Now it is nafural to hide our obfcene parts from pub-

1 The young man’s name was Zens as we are told by Apuleius in Flori-
dis — fee the quotation from him in the notes to page 5.

2 Pudenda quia pudet modeftos nudare. Perenda vel weretrum Quia natura
verctur nudare — Aidux quia wdis pudor naturalis vetat nudare — To this
purpofe it is very well exprefs’d in Petronius c.32. ea parte corporis quam
ne ad cognitionem quidem admittere [everioris note bomines [folent — many learn-

"ed men have thought cogmitionem wrong, and therefore fome read cogitatio-
nem — But the true word is confpitionem, which the tranferibers did not un-
derftand, tho’ it is ufed by Varro. L.6.2. Templum faciunt augures confpi-
cione—Then the paffage is illuftrated by what Origen fays againft Celfus, the
tranflation is thus = mw/ierems mumen soncipere Per eas partes quas comfpicere
nefas pudens yir ducat.

lick
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lick view, it is zatural to retire for the fake of eafing nature.
And this is the chief reafon for the Jewith Law, of going out
of the camp for this purpofe ; for God gives this reafon for his
prohibiting fteps to the altar that the prieft might not difcover
his nakednefs, as at that time they wore no breeches, tho’ I can-
not but fay, that the reafon mention'd by Eutrapelus may be an-
other, which the great Legiflator had in view, viz. the keeping
that nafty people fweet and clean 1 -——- In that fyftem of laws
very great regard is had to modefty and decency ; and I would
have it obferv'd (becaufe it greatly confirms my opinion) that
in whatever country decency is moft regarded, wherever mode-
fty moft flourifhes, there you always fee virtue of every kind
moft abound. Thus, you know, the Perfians never even made
water in company, and avoided as much as poffible the being
feen either going #o, or coming from, the proper places of re-
“tirement 2. And they certainly had more virtue and integrity
among them than any heathen nation upon earth. And the rea-
fon is plain why it fhould be fo, becaufe by this decency many
temptations are avoided, which indecency expofes men to ---To

1 Neither {halt thou go up by fteps unto mine altar that thy nakednefs
be not difcovered thereon. Exod. 20. 26.

2 Herodotus tells us that they neither made water nor vomited in . com-
pany — e crx fpiray iie, Sui dgivey srme s LoE. €133, Aigper piv yep in
% vy bl Thgomeis xay 7o Dommluery xef 76 davpeuTiecl, # 7o Puokis pisws Qaiviak’ awigeir o
tnowey 70 lovie mF Dairigiy JoiSey i TE Sghoay g, 7 xef @is mes miwTe. Aen, Kep .
p-18. Eutrapelus might have taken notice of the modelty of the Romans
amongf{t whom it was not reckon’d right for fathers to bath with their
fons after they were come to a ftate of puberty. Noffro guidem more cum pa-
rentibus pubeves filii, cum [oceris gemeri non lavamur — Cic. Offic. L. 1. c. 35,
in which chapter are many excellent things againft indecency and obfcce-
nity. Ammian, Marc. fays, nec ftando mingens nec ad requifita naturz fe-
cedens facile vifitur Perfa. L.23. ¢ 6.

C 2 allow
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allow of vague copulation in any country is manifeftly contrary
to nature, on the fuppofition of it's being agreable to nature, that
civil focieties fhould be kept up in fuch a manner, as beft to
promote the happinefs of the individuals --- Now it would un-
doubtedly be a great inlet to this for men and women promif-
cuoufly to eafe nature together, or to difcover to one another
what we now endeavour to conceal. And if we are not permit-
ted by the law of nature to indulge to venereal pleafure any o-
therwife than in the ftate of matrimony, we are forbid to en-
courage one another’s luft, or by any means lay incentives be-
fore others :” which we fhould be perpetually doing, if we per-
petually eas’d nature in publick. Men by feeing women, and wo-
men by feeing men in thofe circumftances and in fuch a fitua-
tion would have their paffions rais’d and might fometimes be
~ fuddenly hurry’d by the violence of their luft, thus fet on fire,
to break the laws of nature, and to do what in cooler thoughts
they would judge iniquitous and wicked. In fhort, without the
decency I am fpeaking of there would be an end of all conti-
nence and chaftity ; rapes, fornication, adultery, and all unclean-
nefs would appear at noon day, and be common in our publick
ftreets. I think there can be no difpute that nature dictates to
us, that we prevent thefe things if poffible, and therefore the
giving encouragement to them is contrary to nature. According-
ly it has from the very beginning (I believe) been a cuftom in
all civiliz'd nations of the world to have places of retirement for
the eafing nature in; and men and women have not in any fuch
countries been us'd to -difcharge the fuperfluities of nature in
company. The Moffinians mention'd by Eutrapelus were a fil-
thy, illbred people, and defpis’d by all others; and as for the
JBrewd philofophers, who behav’d with fo great freedom, the
contempt moft people had for them is manifeft by the common
name
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name they were call'd by: for amongft the ancients no name
could be a greater mark of contempt than what was borrow'd
from a Dog, as every one knows who has read Homer, And in
all countries and languages Dog is a name of contempt. I have
then, Eutrapelus, of my opinion that zafure diCtates the decency
we have been fpeaking of, all the polite and well-bred people in
the world. On the other fide are fome barbarous, rude nations,
or fome contemptible, impudent, unmannerly philofophers. As
for the two reafons you mention’d, which you think introduc’d
retirement from company upon thefe neceffary occafions, name-
ly, the offenfivenefs of the excrements, and the natural pride of
man, I will allow that they have had great influence this way;
but yet it will not from hence follow that this retirement is not
founded in a dictate of nature, or that nature has not prohibited
the doing fuch things in publick without an abfolute and mani-
feft neceflity. I have now, I think, faid enough in defence of
my opinion upon this head --- and am afraid that the gravity of
my difcourfe has made it feem tedious to you ---- I wifh now,
Eutrapelus, that our good friend here would give us his opinion
of this matter, or act as moderator between us --- we are almoft
at home (reply’d I) and therefore if I had a mind to fay any
thing upon the {ubje¢t, we have not time at prefent: but to tell
you the truth, I am not capable of adding any thing worthy of
notice to what has been already faid. We all agree in this,(I'm
perfwaded) that decency with refpect to the points treated of is
i itfelf quite reafonable and therefore agreable to nature, that
the contrary is unreafonable and would be productive of very
bad and mifchievous effects --- I am fure that I am greatly o-
blig’d to you both for my entertainment ; and I would at any
time bear a fit of the gripes if I thought it would end fo well.

The fubject has been more diverting to me than you can ima-
gine,
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B e ol T oG A L

A N D

B8, ThOuRLC A L
DISSERTATION &c.

Shall endeavour, Gentlemen, this evening to entertain you
as well as my fmall fkill in antiquity will admit, with a
brief differtation concerning the antiquity of places of retire-
ment for the eafing of nature in, as well as of clofeflools and
other velfels made ufe of for the reception of buman excrements.
I cannot find, by the lift of all the learned lectures which have
- been read before this ingenious fociety, that this fubject has been
ever handled, which I very much wonder at. I find indeed that
one Gentleman entertain’d the fociety before I had the honour to
be a member of it with a differtation concerning the antiquity of
earthern-ware, in which I am perfwaded that he muft have men-
tion'd clofeftool pans and chamber pots, which were at firft moft
undoubtedly made of earth ---- But I fuppofe thefe were only
mention’d by the by. And I muft fay that I have not in the whole
courfe of my ftudies met with any differtation written upon this
fubject, which is as worthy of our confideration as any point of
antiquity whatfoever.

D That
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That men very early had places of retirement built or fet a-
part for the eafing of nature in, and that they had likewife vef-
fels of the fame kind or however for the fame purpofes, as our
clofeftool-pans, and chamber-pots and bed-pans, may be made
out ‘beyond difpute. Nature from the beginning of the world
taught men the decency of retiring in order to eafe themfelves,
and conveniency very foon taught them the ufe of particular a-
partments to retire to.

It is generally thought that our firft parents were blefs'd not
only with fouls but bodies too, greatly fuperior for their excel-
lence and perfection to thofe of any of their defcendants what-
foever ---- But thefe extremely beautiful and perfet bodies even
at firft wanted daily recruits of viGuals and drink; for as foon
as God had made them he gave them the herbs and fruits of the
earth for meat, and the tree of knowledge prov'd a temptatgn
by it's appearing to be good for food. Their bodies then feem
to have been made of the fame kind of frail materials with ours,
and to have had the fame limbs and ‘members, the like fluids
and folids as we have, and which were to ferve the fame pur-
pofes that ours do. As then their mouths ferv’d for the recep-
tion of food, their ftomach was for digeftion, and the guts for
the conveyance of what was not neceflary for their nutrition,
which was to be carry’d off. What thus pafies thro’ the body
we call excrements : The fmell of which is very difagreable, and
for that reafon among others it is that men in moft ages and na-
tions have chofen to evacuate thefe-at a diftance from company,
that neither they nor themfelves might have their nofes offended.
If the excrements then of the firft pair were as offenfive as ours
(which in all probability they were, tho® it be fhocking to think
fuch a thing of fo charming a creature as Eve was)' they had
one reafon for retirement the fame as we have, and it is likely

that
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that upon fuch occafions they parted. ---= The other reafon for
our retiring, viz. the thame of difcovering to the view of others
our fecret parts had no influence upon them during their ftate of
innocency; in which it is faid they were not atham'd of their be-
- ing naked -— but after the fall this thame had its effect.

- When men had invented and practis'd arts and fciences and
built to themfelves houfes it is highly probable that for the two
reafons above mention’d fome part of every houfe was f{eparated
from the reft for the eafing nature in, in which holes were dug,
and veflels plac’d by means of which the filth could be convey'd
to fome other place --- We are told that the fon of Adam, Cain
builded a city and called the name of the city after the name of bis
Jon Enoch --- Now we cannot conceive a city without houfes, and
common fenfe wou'd teach men efpecially in hot countries to
make fuch places of retirement in or near them. I cannot prove
this to be fa& from any hiftory --- The only authentick hiftory
of thofe times is that of Mofes, who is very brief: nor could
we expect in a facred writer an account of {uch things as thefe
are. We can only argue from probability which I think is fuf-
ficient to convince us that men retired upon the occafion I am
fpeaking of even from the beginning; and if they did, when
they dwelt in houfes, they certainly had places to retire. That
men were us'd to retire in the days of Noah may be argu'd from
the very great indecency it was then thought to be for the privy
parts of parents to be feen by their children, which muft be the
cafe if they eas’d nature before one another --- We read in the
book of Genefis that becaufe Ham the father of Canaan faw the
nakednefs of his father and told his two brethren without, when
Noah awoke, he faid curfed be Canaan a fervant of fervants fhall
be be —-- Gen, 9. 22. The firft mention which I find of a place
fet apart for this purpofe is in the book of Judges. c. 3. v.24.

- D 2 When
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When Ehud went to Eglon king of the Moabites in order to
murder him, he found him fitting in a fummer parlour -~ After
Ehud was gone off, the kings guards wonder'd that they heard
nothing of him, upon which fome imagin'd, as the door was
lock’d, that he might be eafing himfelf --- Surely be covereth bis
Jeet in bis fummer chamber. This fummer chamber was in all pro-
bability what we call a2 water clofet out of the fummer parlour
mention’d in the 2oth v. They are two different words in the o-
riginal - and what we tranflate fimmer chamber fignifies proper-
ly an inner, or retired apartment --- Thus the Septuagint tranf-
late it by 7apeos, but the other word they tranflate Jmspioy ===~
which is properly an upper room but which in our tranflation is
called parlour --- I am further confirm’d in this opinion by the
Syriack and Arabick tranflations --- The former is, Fortaffis ad
latrinam exivit per conclave coenaculi --- the latter is, Egreflus eft
ad foricam per januam interiorem --- Ofiander has it, In cubicula
coenaculi, 1. €. quod adbaeret coenaculo.

The expreflion of covering the feet implies the eafing of nature
according to the opinions of the beft commentators, and the rea-
fon is taken from the nature of the Hebrew graments, which
being of the loofe and flowing kind cover’d the feet of any one,
who bent his body decently for that purpofe. Kimchi upon the
place fays, it means that he was making water, for which pur-
pofe he bent his body --- But Jerom is certainly in the right who
fays it was ut purgaret ventrem. Bochart has a great deal upon
this expreffion in his Hierozoic. p. 678. edit. Lond. In the book
-of Samuel we are told that Saul went into a cave to cover bis
Jeet —— The Septuagint have it, @%arnevdoady --- for which Bo-
chart juftly reads >mgxevicadX which is a very proper word for
the thing, as we learn from Julius Pollux --= Jofephus under-
ftands this phrafe of covering the feet in the fame fenfe, for he

fays
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fays of Saul that he entred the cave alone, erayopsis vre 7 xara
@iow - the old Interp. has it, dum naturaliter ventris purgandi
neceffitate urgeretur.

Elias the Jew tells that the Hebrews call'd the place where
men eafe nature Mofab, which fignifies a feat, {o elpa in Greek
fignifies. This word may perhaps more properly be underftood
of the veffel us'd or plac’d for that purpofe; for he tells us too
that fuch a place was alfo call'd Beth baichifjae, that is, domus
fellae five Cathedrae 1, but I do not find thefe words made ufe of
in this fenfe any where in the old teftament.

The firft paffage in which we meet with a word which we
can fay ftrictly and properly denotes what we call a neceffary boufe
or a bog beufe is in the 2 Kings 10.27. In that chapter we have
an account how Jehu by fubtilty deftroy’d all the worfhippers
of Baal : after this it is faid, and they brake down the image of
Baal - and brake down the boufé of Baal and made it a draught
boufe unto this day. Lemocbaraoth ---- the word fignifies holes 2,
Malvenda a famous commentator fays upon this word --- fic vo-
cat latrinas, vel quod foraminibus pro fedibus difponantur, el quid,
[fercora, que in eas egeruntur ex pofferis, alvi foraminibus exeunt.
—- Jehu then turn’d this temple into a publick boghoufe. Which
word dog by the by I take to be deriv’d from the Hebrew word
bakak, evacuavit: the participle is bokek and bok is evacuatio.
Now it is worth while to obferve that Jehu put the temple to
this ufe as being the greateft mark of contempt he could put
upon the God of it --- Talis dominus tali bhonore dignus as Mun-
fterus upon the place obferves --- For you know that in all na-
tions except the Hottentots to make water or to dung upon any

1 See the learned Drufius’s oblervations, L.g. c.z.

2 In the margin it is Lemotzaoth in loca excrementorum in exitus by
way of eminence,

per-
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HIC. MIXERIT. AVT

CACARIT. HABEAT
. DEOS. SVPEROS. ET

INFEROS. IRATOS.

Mabillon. tom. 1. Itineris Italici p. 148. This Stone was found
A.D. 1603.

It was reckon’d the greateft indignity which could peflibly be
offer'd to the Romans, when a Tarentine pifs'd upon the clothes
of one of their ambaffadors. Suetonius tells us that Nero had fo
great a contempt for the Syrian Goddefs that he defil'd her with
urine, 2ta [previt ut urina confaminaret, c. 56. And we find from
feveral paffages of {cripture that the making a doghoufe of a man’s
private houfe was reckon’d the greateft contempt which could
be caft upon his memory, Ezra 6. 11. I bave made a decree that
whofoever fhall alter this word, let timber be pull’d dowon from bis
boufe and let bim be hanged thereon : and let his houfe be made a
dungbill, i. e. a boghoufe, fo Dan. 2. 5. ye fball be cut in pieces
and your boufes fball be made a dunghill, {o ch. 3. v. 29.

The contempt which the Athenians thew’d of Demades was
of the like fort, when they melted down all his ftatues and
made chamber-pots of them. Plutarch. Horixa a%gyfirpara.
(p. 820.) xarsydvevrar es apidas --- Accordingly we find St Paul
calls chamber-pots and clofeftool pans veflels that the potter
makes to difbonour, that is, defigned for the meaneft and moft
contemptible purpofes, Rom. 9. 21. Some veflels are eis mipiy -~
fuch are drinking veflels, pthers are e aripiey - fuch are cham-
ber-pots, and clofeftool pans --- The fame diftinction of vefiels
the Apoftle mentions, 2Tim. 2.20. In a great houfe there are
not only veffels of gold and of filver but alfo of woed and of earth,
and fome to bonour and fome to difbonour -~ This illuftrates a Greek.

pro-



32 A Differtation

proverb made ufe of by Themiftocles when the Athenians after
having us'd him with great contempt and ignominy, call'd him
to take upon him the chief command --- I do not like (fays he)
the men who ufe the fame veflel f0 make water in, and to drink
out of, oi Tives THY awTiy apida xey owexany exsa ——-- lian. var, hift.
L.13. c.40. And from hence alfo we learn the meaning of a
paffage in the book of pfalms, which has puzzled fome of the
commentators ~-- Moab fball be my wafb pot ~-- pf. 60. 8. Olla ob-
lutionis mea. It is a proverbial expreffion implying that he would
ufe them in the meaneft and moft contemptible fervices; fo Ainf~
worth words it, #fed for bafe [ervices as a veffel to wafb my feet in.
But I am afraid I have been too tedious upon this point, and
that you think it long before I return to the temple of Baal ---
Jehu (we find) to thew his contempt of Baal defecrated his tem-
ple and made a publick boghoufe of it --- That it was a pub-
lick one defign’d for all the neighbours or any who fhould come
that way is I think clear from the fize of it, which was certain-
ly very large : and from the cuftom there was formerly and is
now of erecting publick boghoufes for the benefit of thofe who
cannot have private ones, or whofe bufinefs keeps them much
from home. I cannot think that this was the firft of the kind,
but I imagine they were common enough before. In hot coun-
tries it is more particularly neceflary to have fuch common pla-
ces; becaufe the inhabitants are under greater obligation to clean-
linefs than men in cooler regions. And therefore cleanlinefs
has a great fhare in the Jewifh religion, as it has alfo in the
Mahometan. The Jews when they were in camp, were requi-
red to retire, when they had occafion, and with a paddle to dig
a hole and eafe themfelves in it, and after that cover that which
came from them --- This makes it very probable that in the City
they had from the beginning .publick boghoufes, as well as pri-
vate
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vate ones. We find there are fuch in moft great places in the
Eaft. In Conftantinople at this day in all quarters of the City
efpecially near the mofques is built a great number of neceffary
houfes which in their language they call adeptana or the houfe
of fthame. See Grelot’s voyage to Conftantinople ---- We read
alfo of publick boghoufes in the city of Smyrna call'd Zwrijpe
and in the Anthology L. 4. p. 371. edit. Steph. there are feveral
cpigrarns with this title Aydn%u Exﬂhmxaf €5 CWTHEAL N Eptfpvy.
But as they are all extremely dull, T fhall only give you one of
them as a Specimen.

May 70 Peoray aramiimpa, % 1 woljoAGos edwdy
Evdads xeavopivn, THv aely oAeose ydpi.
0i 90 Qaosiavol 7 € iySes, awd t'lwéf iy dw
Tgf'\}u;, % 7¢ Tooy [Bpcipetos eFamaTy
Tiyvirey v3dd: xompos, darosevet o dpa ;m;-;;_g
Orarion wemain dira Aawsav.
osﬁ ¢ yayuioner Tis 0T ctDpoveL pATIV aeEip,
Xfurg TOOTATIE THY KOVIY Ergfa,m
By the by I cannot fee why fuch a place fhould be call'd by this
name Zwrpia, unlefs it be, becaufe men are never in health who
have no occafion for it: -—- or becaufe proper difcharges are al-
low’d to be healthful. In old Rome Rofinus mentions from O-
nuphrius Panvinus 144 publick boghoufes, which he calls La-
trine publicae. We find the Latrinae mention’d feveral times by
Suetonius, particularly vit. Tib. c. 58. and vit. Neronis, c. 24.
And there was one in particular call'd Sellae Patrockianae; which
had it’s name from Patroclus a Conful in Nero's time, who built
it for the benefit of the publick near the Capitol. This is fpoken
of by Martial in the 12th book e.78. in which he {peaks of a
man’s going to that boghoufe before he went to the Capitol.
E Cum
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Forire eft pro deonerare ventrem. And thofe who rent this tax (it
is faid) are call'd foricarii in the pandeéts tit. De ufuris, L. 17.
15. Fifcus ex fuss contraélibus ufuras non dat fed ipfe accipit, ut
Jolet a foricariis qui tardius pecuniam inferunt, item ex vectigalibus
-— Here the foricarsi (it will be faid) cannot be thofe who un-
- dertake the cleanfing the boghoufes, becaufe they plainly bring
money into the Exchequer. But fome here read Fornicarii which
I take to be the right reading, and they were thofe who hir'd
{hops, which were under publick arches fub fornicibus, of the
publick «-- See Calvin. Lex. v. I think it looks as if the forica-
rit did not rent any tax ; becaufe it follows ifem ex veétigalibus
-=- which are diftinguifh’d from contraiibus in the beginning of
- that paffage -~- And I fancy it will be very difficult to prove that
there was a tax upon the foricae in Juvenal’s time —- If there
was, I fuppofe the practice was, that the farmers rented them
at a certain fum of the Emperor, and oblig’d every one who came
to make ufe of them, to pay fome {mall matter. This feems to
have been the method us'd by Vefpafian when he laid a tax up-
on urine --- It was always reckon’d wrong to make water againft
the houfes or walls in the city -—- And therefore there were vef~
fels plac'd in a great many corners of the ftreets which pafien-
gers made ufe of gratis, till Vefpafian let them out to fuch as
would farm the ufe of them, who demanded a fee of every one
who madg water in them --— Sueton. in his life lets us know
that he was the inventor of this tax, c.23. That this was the
method is the opinion of the learned Burman in his excellent
treatife De vedtigalibus --- c. 11. Others, particularly Lipfius De
magnitud. Rom. L. 2. c. 6. thought that thefe veflels were put
there by the fullers who made ufe of the urine in their bufinefs,
and - were oblig’d by Vefpafian to pay a tax for the liberty of
placing them --- That there were fuch veflels we learn from fe-

E 2 veral



36 A Differtation

veral paffages in the Clafficks - Lucretius calls them dbia curta
-—- L. 4. 1020.

Pufi faege lacum propter, fe, ac dolia curta

Somno %nﬁ: credunt extollere vcﬂem
Martial calls them #effae, L. 12. 48. 8.

Junéiaque tefla viae ----

Macrobius calls them amphorae, L. 2. Saturn. c. 12.

We read in the Pandeé@s of a tax call'd Chacarium ; but the
cloacae ought not to be confounded with the forscae --- And thofe
greatly miftake who think c/acze is either a private or a publick
boghoufe ---- The cloacae were ftupendous places under ground
contriv’d to carry off the filth of the city: They wanted fome-
times to be cleanfed : and as the publick paid the undertakers,
there was a tax laid upon thofe I fuppofe who had any advan-
tage from them call'd Cloacarium. By this the publick did not
lofe any thing - When this tax was firft laid I cannot find out
-— But we meet with the word, L.27. §. 3. ff. De ufufru&u
—- Si quod cloacarii nomine debeatur —- L. 39. §. 5. De legatis 1:
Haeres cogitur legati praedii folvere veétigal praeteritum, wvel tri-
butum, wvel folarium vel cloacarium.

I have faid enough (I think) of the word forica which is the
Latin word for a publick boghoufe --- It is derivid from jforsa,
genit. foriorum thin excrement or dung, according to Nonius fer-
cora liquidiora -—— And foria is deriv'd from @éus which is accor-
ding to Hefychius JaxTUNIOS & HalT THY Qpaur, i.e. anus. So Qeplvw
is to defile --- I {hall now fay fomething of private boghoufes -
Thefe as I have already obferv’d were of very ancient date -—1
cannot here but mention what Ikenius fays of the neceflary hou-
fes amongft the Jews in his Hebrew antiquities -~~ that they were

built without the houfes and were fo contriv’d that whoever us'd
them
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them fat with his face to the South and his back to the North
--- But he quotes no authority for this.

Aufonius Popma fays Latrina is the Latin word for a private
apartment for the eafe of nature --- Latrina eff privata & fami-
liarica fella. But notwithftanding what he aflerts, Suetonius:
ufes the word Latrinae for the publick boghoufes in more places
than one. Philander upon Vitruvius tells us that the Latrinae
were places dug in private houfes for the eafing of nature in. It
is deriv’d from Jafendo as it is a private place. So in our own
language it is call'd a prsvy, and in French un privé. Others
think becaufe Nonius proves that Latrina firft of all fignify’d a
bath, that it is derived from lavando. Latrina quafi lavatring ---
See Voffius’s Etymol. in v. Latrina.

The word which we meet with in the new teftament for it,
and which is the proper Greek word is a@edgay --- Mark 7. 19.
el T é@sﬁ'pﬁm exmpevETey, m&ae‘f@v wavra 1a [Qopara, in our En-
lith tranflation it is, goeth into the draught purging all meats, that
is, whatever is to be turn’d into nourifhment becomes pure by
the fecretion of the excrements --- Grotius fays upon that paf-
fage : Si quid eft in cibo naturalis immunditiae id alvo ejeGtum
purgat reli¢tum in corpore cibum ---- AQijpar is in my opinion
moft certainly deriv'd from @’ &jas: becaufe it is a place de-
fign’d for the reception of whatever comes from our 'pofferiors as
the Greek word & fignifies, wvyn, daxrirns, cQiyxrip.

So the Latin fedes which exactly anfwers to the Greek 'éo%w im=-
ports, as we find in Pliny N, H. L. 21. ¢.20. Tefles & fedem
prociduam, and in the fame chapter, Sedis rimas & condylomata

Janat. The word feat is alfo us'd in our language for the fame
part, and fo is Le fiege in French fometimes by the low and vul-

gar People.

This derivation of the Greek word a@edpay has made me hit
' upon
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underftands Catullus when he fays of a man folet txpayes ilav.

And in this fenfe he interprets St Paul, 1Corinth. 4. 13. -
7wy mregilmua we are held as defpicable as a boghoufe {ponge, or
we are as the bumfodder of all men.

The poorer fort of people inftead of a fponge made ufe of a
ftone, or fhell of fome herbs for this purpofe: and therefore Ca-
rion in Ariftoph. Plutus, A. 4. Sc.1. defcribing the riches of his
mafter and the grand manner in which the family liv'd fays, #ow
we flaves don't wipe with flones as formerly but leeks -~

—em dorldpedda 8 & AlSus
AMa orepedios v Tpurs exolseTE ——

In a Mahometan {yftem of Divinity publifh’d by Reland in a
chapter concerning wathings, De ltionibus ---- we have thefe
words, Ceterum mundatio pudendorum, pofiquam naturae [atisfa=
&um eft, neceflaria eff, & praeflat ut fiat manu Sfimifira, wvel lapilla
& dein admoveatur agua. See the notes of that very learned pro-
feffor. I have (I think) Gentlemen, faid enough of the places
of retirement made ufe of in all ages and in almoft all places for
the eafing of nature in,

I thall now fay fomething of thofe veflels which have been
made ufe of for the reception of human excrements, fuch are
chamber pots, clofeftool pans and the like.

I believe that Chamber pots, I mean veffels made for the re-
ception of urine, are of very ancient date even as ancient as
drinking veflels themfelves. I find by a ftory in Herodotus that
the fame veflels in which men wafh'd their feet were us'd for
this purpofe, L. 2. ¢. 172. Amafis (he tells us) made this gol-
den wodunnlng (that is the veflel in which he and his guefts were
us'd to wafh their feet) into a ftatue of God, which his {ubjects
prov'd very fond of and worthipp’'d -~ After fome time he told

them
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them that what they fo devoutly worfhipp’d was what the E-
gyptians had formerly fpu’d and pifs'd and wafh’d their dirty
feet in.

It would take up too much time to confider all the different
names which we meet with in ancient authors of thefe veflels,
which were apply’d both before and behind. I fhall only take
notice of a few by which means I hope to clear up fc}me paffa-
ges in thofe authors.

But I muft firft obferve that the {fame veffel was us'd for both
purpofes, and the fame word fometimes implies the places of re-
tirement, and fometimes the veflel put in that place to receive
the excrement.

Sella familiarica is us'd by Varro for a clofeftool, or the con-
veniences made in a private place for the family. De re ruffica,
L.1. c.13. In eo quidam [ellas familiaricas ponunt. Coelius Rho-
diginus, L.26. c. 21. fays —- Sellas familiares appellat Varro in-
Sfrumenta oneri ventris excipiendo accommoda familiae --- But this
very learned man is under a great miftake when he fays that
Caefale is the fame as Sella familiaris : for there is no fuch word
as Caefale, but it is a miftake for Cafeale in Columella, which is
a room in a farm houfe to put cheefes in --- See Scalig. Conject.
in Varr. R. R. p.19g. It is worth while here to take notice
that the different fexes had different kinds of chamber pots -
Lafanum was the pot made ufe of by men, and Scaphium was
the utenfil made ufe of by the Ladies. This Coel. Rhodig. L. 1.
21.33. and after him Panciroll. rer. memor. five deperd. L. 2.
c. 70. have both of them obferv’d --- Thefe two pots were un-
doubtedly of two different fhapes ; the former, the lafanum was
in all probability round as our chamber-pots are ; the latter was
in the fhape of a boar from which it has it's name —- in which

fhape our fauce boafs at prefent are - This fhape was thought
more
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more convenient for the {fex which made ufe of it —- Accurfius
though a learned Civilian feems to me to be very much in the
wrong when he takes fcaphium for a girdle or belt in the Pan-
dedts tit. de auro & argento legato, L. 27. §. 5. Argento legato
mon puto ventris caufa habita fcaphia contineri --- And I can’t but
underftand the word as us'd for a Ladies chamber-pot in Juve-
nal Sat. 6. 263.

Et ride, fcaphium pofitis cum fumitur armis ---

I know fome commentators differ from me about this paflage
and underftand feaphium to mean fome part of the female drefs.
But I think there is more humour in fuppofing a Roman virgo,
who had been dreft in the armour of a man and bully’d moft
defperately, to take on a {udden a feminine chamber-pot than a
feminine cap or girdle. Martial has the word, L. 11. epig. 12.

In fcaphium moechae, Sardanapale, tuae ---

I am fatisfy’d that this veflel, this fcaphium, was made ufe of
both for urine and ordure, and f{o likewife was the /afanum. This
is a Greek word and fignifies either the apartment, or whatever
veflel was us'd for the eafing of nature in, or a man’s chamber=
pot. This appears from Jul. Pollux who tells us; L. ro. g. that
the word is us'd not only J27 78 dxuwirov amomdrs, aRa % exi 766
mideudis %, &.rmgap&fs. - non tantum de forica immobili, fed etiam
mobili quee certo loco ponitur & iterum tollitur. We have the word
in Horat, Sat. 1, 6. 100,

Te pueri lafanum portantes oenophorumque.

Where fome learned men underftand by Jafanum fomething of
ufe in dreffing vi¢tuals, or what may be call’'d a zravelling kitchern.
But Lambinus, and I think juftly, infifts upon it’s being a c/gfe-
Jtool pan, or chamber-pot and quotes an epigram from Nicar-

chus, L. 2,
. F Hy
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Hy by dviaw, diwoy eiréges Y Adganty sy
Einw, di5, wewwy, &3V QPipet Adoarey -

I need hardly take notice of another word fignifying a chamber-
pot, becaufe it is fo very common, and that is, matula --- the
diminutive is matella --- It is deriv’d according to Voffius from
madeo, quafi madula, becaufe it receives the liquor whichl comes
from our bodies --- what Lucretius calls the bumor faccatus corpo-
ris. Having confider'd the antiquity of thefe utenfils as well as
their names, it will be proper now briefly to enquire concerning
the materials they were formerly made of -— Now I think it be-
yond all difpute that the firft of the kind were made of earsh —
Earthen ware is certainly of very great antiquity, and the firft
drinking veflels were fuch --- We read of earthern veffels in the
law of Mofes; in feveral paffages in the book of Leviticus —=
The particular utenfils we are {peaking of are not indeed men=
tion’d there ; but as they had this art of making earthern ware
it is highly probable thefe were of that fort. And fo it was a-
mongft the ancient Greeks -- This is plain becaufe we read that
at their entertainments it was frequent for them to break their
chamber-pots upon one another’s heads ---which could not eafi-
ly be done unlefs they were made of earth. This we learn from
A{chylus and Sophocles who both fpeak of this humour amongft
their drunken countrymen. You may fee the paflages in Athe-
nacus, L. 1. p. 17. and Cafaubon in his notes upon that place
quotes a paflfage from Demofthenes which proves the fame thing.
And every one who is the leaft converfant in the Roman hiftory
knows that their firft veflels whether for facred or private ufes
were made of earth — And therefore I fhall trouble you with
no quotations for the proof of this. Only I fhall obferve that
the old proverb faragit ficut mus in matella which you find in Pe-

tron.
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tron. c. §8. was firft us'd while earthen chamber-pots were in
fafhion —- It is common now to catch mice in earthen pans ---
The proverb is applicable to one who is always in a great hurry,
and is very ftirring, and yet do’s nothing to the purpofe.

It would have been well both for the Greeks and Romans if
they had but remain’d contented with thefe earthen Furdens —
We may date the commencement of the ruin of both from the
introduction of gold and filver chamber-pots, and clofeftool pans.
--= We find from Ariftophanes in his"Acharn, that the Perfian
king eas'd nature in golden pots, A¢t. 1. Sc. 2. Kexelew oxre p-
vas éxi yguady sgaw -— The {choliaft fays ses J& i auis.

The Romans were for many years in great reputation for mi-
~ litary valour, till luxury crept in amongft them as it did imme-
diately upon their conquering Afiz which was in reality their
ruin -— Earthen clofeftool pans and chamber-pots were not then
good enough for them. Pliny mentions it as a moft fhocking
crime in Antony the Triumvir that he made ufe of golden veffels
for obfcene purpofes, N. Hift. 33. 3. Meffala orator prodidit, An-
tonium Triumvirum aureis ufum in omnibus obfcoenis defideriss, pu-
dendo crimine etiam Clegpatrae. And Martial makes a joke on Baf-
Jfus that he eas’d nature at a greater expence than he quench’d his
thirft --- Becaufe for the one purpofe he made ufe of gold, for
the other of glafs --- L. 1. ep. 38.

Ventris onus mifero, nec te pudet, excipis auro,
Baffe, bibis vitro: carius ergo cacas —-

Befides gold and filver, there were other very coftly materials of
which thefe vefiels were made. Lampridus in his life of the He-
liogabalus, c. 31. tells us that his clofeftool pans were of gold,
but his chamber-pots were made, fome of murrba, and others
of Onyx. Onus ventris auro excepit, in murrbinis & onychinis min-

F 2 xit
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them — Such a one was in Greek call'd Azcaregigos as we learn
Plutarch. The matter was {aid woew exi 72 Aamirev fuch a flave,
Arian, L. 1. c. 19. omwy mﬁa‘ag auToY e TE Adowivs wonTY, This
was always judg’d the very meaneft office a flave could be em-
ploy’d in. From hence comes the proverb indignus qui illi ma-
tellam porrigat, he is not fit to bold a chamber-pot to bim, we fay,
the candle — For as Erafmus fays, Sordidiffimum obfequium eff mi-
éturienti matulam exhibere — For this purpofe he quotes a ftory
out of Plutarch’s Laconic Apopthegms, where we are told of a
Spartan flave who was very induftrious and ready to obey his
mafter in every thing that was decent — But when his mafter
call’d for the chamber-pot, he refus'd to obey, and chofe rather
to die — as thinking fuch an office greatly beneath him — Senec.
ep. 77. — We have the proverb in Mart. 10. ep.11.

Difpeream, fi tu Pyladi praeftare matellam
Dignus es —

The lafanophorus was always in waiting when his mafter had
company either to dine or fup with him — So we find in Petro-
nius, c.27. that there was an Eunuch who ftood with a filver
chamber-pot in his hand. Athenaeus tells us the Sybaritac firft
introduc’d chamber-pots at an entertainment, L.12. p. 519.
Whatever Athenacus may think, I do not imagine this cafts any
fcandalous reflexion upon the poor Sybaritae.

‘i-_ When any Gentleman wanted the chamber-pot, it was a com-
mon way inftead of {peaking to make a noife with the finger and
thumb by fnapping them together — This was call'd concrepare
digitos. Petron. 1. civ. Trimalchio lautiffimus bomo digitos concre-
puit, ad quod fignum matellam [pado jubenti fuppofurt. This me-
thod of fignifying the want any one had of a chamber-pot is
mention'd feveral times by Martial, 3. 82.

Digiti
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dies are but earthern veflels as well as chamber-pots ; they are
but ftatues made of clay, and are therefore as brittle and as lia-
ble to be broke as their chamber-pots and clofeftool pans, and
will certainly be reduc’d and crumbled into as many pieces. If
a Lady was extremely proud and infolent on account of the beau-
ty and form of her body, or the exquifite finenefs of her fleth
and fkin, fhe could not but fee the abfurdity of being fo, if a
philofopher fhould fay to her, Madam, what you are fo proud
of is made of no better materials then my chamber-pot or clofe-
ftool pan: and has the fame kind of naftinefs in it.

But the purpofe of thefe lectures is not fo much to thew the
ufe which may be made of confidering any point of antiquity,

as to explain the point itfelf --- And therefore thefe and fuch like
moral refleGtions I leave to your own minds.

Lately Publifly'd,

0INO=Z KrieiNoz= A Differtation concerning the
Origin and Antiquity of Barley Wine.






























