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' PREBACEH
Surgery. If what 1s advanced
in the following Sheets (which
is founded on Faékts, and 1s the
Refult of practical Obfervation)
meets with the Approbation of
Men of Candour, and proves
of Service to Mankind, it will
oive me infinite Satistaction.

High Helborn,
No. 192,
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An ESSAY, &

N treating of this Difeafe, I fhall
E not attempt to explain how the
infeGion is communicated, but fhall
leave that and other fpeculative enqui-
ries to thofe Authors who have treated
largely on the fubje&t. I fhall confine
myfelf to the beft pra&ical method of
relieving the patient when infe&ed, and
fhall immediately begin with the fym\pn
toms of a recent or freth contraéied
Gonorrheea.

The firlt fymptom obfervable in 2
freth Gonorrheea or Clap, is common] y
an agrecable fenfation in the whole, or
greateft.part of the urinary paflage.

B At
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At this time none, or fcarce any
difcharge is difcernible on the linen;
yet this fymptom is moft probably oc-
cafioned by a difcharge, though not
{ufhicient in quantity to erode or de-
{troy the mucus, which defends the
paflage from the faline particles of
urine in its pafling. As the quantity
and virulence of the difcharge increafe,
the effe@s of the infe&ion of courfe
begin to be more attended to. Spots
are obfervable on the linen, the edges
of which appear of a darker colour than
in the center ; and this dark margin is a
principal mark to diftinguith the vene-
real from dilcharges arifing from other
caufes.

The mucus now abraded, or per-
haps not furnifhed from the inflamma-
tion of its fecretory duéts, the urethra
is expofed, and probably excoriated.
Hence, at this time, is felt a. violent

Pain
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pain and {marting in the evacuation of
urine. Another {ymptom 1s the Chor-
dee, or painful erection, which chiefly
afflits the patient at night, and the
cxternal edge of the urinary paflage
appears inflamed.

Thefe are the moft common {ymp-
toms of the difeafe, but differ remark-
ably with refpect of violence in diffe-
rent conftitutions. For in patients of
thin habits, I have generally obferved
them, as well as the cure, more trou-
blefome and difficult than in fat and
plethoric people. It mult be remem-
bered then, that it is in the foregoing
{tate of the difeale, and no other,
that I recommend the following me-
thod of treatment.

I fhall not attempt torefine, as fome
have done, in dividing this difeafe into
a number of flages, which I believe

only exift in the imagination, but (hall
Hea con{ider
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confider it in thofe views which a
change of fymptoms fairly points out,
which unprejudiced obfervation will
find extremely fimple, and to which
my method of cure is adapted.

The feat of the difeafe, which has
been the fubje&t of difpute amongft
men of great reputation for their phy-
fiological enquiries, is with me a mat-
ter of no great importance, as every
part, which has been or can be ration-
ally afligned its feat, is equally i‘ubje&
to my method of treatment. How-
ever, with great refpe&@’to thefe, I fhall
take the liberty of delivering my opi-
nion, as it occurs from pracical obfer-
vation ; tho’, while it appears a mere
matter of opinion, I fhould be the laft
perfon who would advance any thing
pofitive on the fubject.

The moft prevailing opinions I be-
lieve are, that the feat of the difeafe is -

11
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in the Veficulz Seminales, proftrate
or Cowper’s Glands; this may, no
doubt, fometimes be the cafe, but not
always. ' It is the obvious property of
the venereal virus to attack the glands ;

this is evident from the fudden inflam-
mation of theteftes and inguinal glands,
from a ftoppage of the running by any
injudicious treatment, &c. It is high-
ly reafonable therefore to {uppofe, that
all the lacunz are {ubje& to receive the
infe@ion, fo that many different parts
of the urethra may be the original
places of the virulent "difcharge. If
this is the cafe, the nearer the firft {eat
of the runningis tothe neckof the blad-
der, the more the urethra will be af-
fected, the more fevere the fymptoms,
and thegreater will be the quantity of

the difcharge, and, vice ver/a, for what-
~ever part of the urethra it happens in,
all between that and the neck of the
bladder efcape unhurt.

It
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It is very certain, thatthe inflamma-
tion and heat of wurine are frequently
felt much nearer the external extremity
of the urethra, than where authors con-
tend for ; and the fituation of inflam-
mation and pain may be always reafon-
ably fuppofed the place of the difcharge.
I have had fome cafes, where the feat of
the difeafe has been {o near, as to be
cured by the introdu@ion of a feather
dipped in the injeéion I fhall hereafter
mention: and this, indeed, was what
fuirft led me to differ in opinion, from
others who confine themfelves to parti-
cular parts. As this, however, is a mat-
ter of no great confequence in the cure,
I {hall advance no more in favour of this
{fubje&, but leave it to be afcertained by
men of {uperior abilities, and more lei-

fure than I have for fuch enquiries,
The {ymptoms arifing from a frefh
infection, as the titilation, heat of urine,
chot-
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chordee, and acrimdniousdifchargefrom

the urethra, is the firft ftage of the dif-

cafe, which may be called the malig-
nant : when the difcharge is thicker, the
dark margin difappears, and the heat of
urine and chordee leavethzp atient, and
~ an agreeable {enfation is felt after urine,
like what I have mentioned as the firft
{ymptom of infection; this I fhall call
the fecond ftage of the difeafe, which

is the mild healing ftate.

It will be neceflary, previous to intro-
ducing a new practice, to give fome ac-
count of the prefent methods, ufed by
practitioners of Surgery in general.

It is common for fome of the older
practitioners, in the country in parti-
cular, to order draftic purges and mer-
curials. '_

Some furgeons have depended en-
tirely on {imple emollients, others order
electuaries of nitre and cremor tartar,

jminr:d-
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joined with gentle purgatives, and fome-
times with camphor : another method
is, to cure by injections of various com-
pofitions.

To gi:ire {trong purges and mercuri-
als in a flate of the difeafe, which is
merely local, and admits of proper reme-
dies to be applied immediately to the
part affected, appears very abfurd ; nor
can I fee why they are retained in
pradtice, unlefs in blind obedience to
cuftom. Inftead of relieving the pa-
tient, both reafon and experience teach,
that they do  manifeft hurty for, by
frequently diminifhing the difcharge,
they difturb nature in her curative in-
tention, and in all probability, caufe
an abforption of {fome of the infec-
. tious matter into the conflitution, and
produce a neceflity, indeed, for a te-
dious .courfe of internal remedies to
perfe& a cure; which otherwife would

la}r
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lay the foundation for a confirmed
Pox. Another obje@ion, which will
be acknowledged by all judicious fur-
geons is, that the continuance of ftrong
purges will produce fuch a great relax-
ation, as to occafion thofe obftinate,
and often incurable gleets, which num-
bers complain of, who have been
treated in this manner. Befides thele
difagreeable circumftances, they often
occafion indigeftion, and other com-
plaints in the ftomach, the hamor-
rhoids or piles, which frequently ter-
minate in a fiffula in ano,

GYAS B L

In which rough Treatment was ufed,

Was fent for to a patient, who had
a great hzmorrhage of the penis,
and had Iolt an immenfe quantity of

blood. On examining, I found the
C greateft
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greateflt part of the glans penis. in a
ftate of mortification ; he had nearly
the appearance of a dead corpfe, with
purple {pots on every part of his body.
Upon enquiring, I found he had been
very roughly treated by the furgeon who
had the firft management of his cafe :
he had been drenched with ftrong
purges and mercurial vomits, which
had broke down the texture of his
blood, and caufed the prefent dreadful
appearances. I immediately made ufe
of ftyptic applications to the penis, by
which means, and {light preflure, I
ftopped the hzmorrhage. I then de-
{idered the apothecary (Mr. Bouquet
in Queen Street, who had been called |
juft before I faw the cafe) to' make a
flrong decoclion of bark, to which was
joined clix. vitriol. acid. and an addition
of the pulvis cort. peruv. ‘This I or-
dered to be given in {mall quantities ve-

54
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ry often, and at intervals ordered fmr{]e-
of the confe&. damocrat. to prevent 1(s
“purging. This method I continued
three days, when I perceived the {pots
in feveral parts to difappear, and a
large part of the penis appeared a little
loofe; but I ufed no violence to re-
move the mortified part, as it would
have endangered a frefh hazmorrhage.
By continuing the method, he became
confiderably better on the feventh day;
but the putrid parts {melt exceedingly
offenfive. On the eighth day, in the
evening, I was called, and found him
extremely faint, from lofs of blood
by a frefh hzmorrhage, which had not
been perceived tilll came. I madeufe
of ftyptic applications as before, and
fucceeded in ftopping it a fecond time.
But fome days after the greateft part of
the yard dropped off. I continued repeat-
ing the bark, &c. as before; and in

C 2 about
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about a month he walked to my houle.
When he had recovered fufficiently, I
put him under a mild mercurial courfe,
and by this means affe@ed a cure.
However, fince that time I have heard,
that the man was affli¢ted fome time
after with a difeafe of the lungs, of
which he languithed a confiderable
time, and died; and it is no im-
~ probable conclufion to imagine, that
the foundation of this laft difeafe was
owing to rough treatment.

CaA S E Il

N officer in the navy, contra&-
ed a clap in England, and was

ordered out to the Eaft Indies in the
fleet 1at war. 'The furgeon, who had
the firft care of him, gave him draftic
purges and mercurials ; the confequence
of which was a very bad gleets After

{uf-
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fuffering it between five or fix years,
without gaining relief, he came home
to England, and applied to different
furgeons of chara&er for his cure ; the
cold bath, bougies, and internal me-
dicines for this purpofe were ufed, but
without any fuccefs whatever, for the
difcharge was not in the leaft abated.
This unhappy circumftance had fuch
an effe& on his mind, that it brought
on a nervous difeafe, and he was re-
duced to almoft the appearance of a
fkeleton when 1 laft faw him, which
is' now near eight years; at which
time, defpairing of a cure, he went
over to Ireland. I was witnefs to a
number more {uch cafes, which came
under my own care during laft war,
which were in general incurable.

Emol.
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Emollients in this difeafe I have of-
ten found fuccelsful. By deco&ions of
mar{hmallows alone, in a great num-
ber of inftances, I have fucceeded in
the cure. But although I have found
it fo {uccefsful, efpecially when joined
with nitre, yet there is a very great
obje@ion to this method, as I have in
a number of repeated inftances obfer-

ved.
To cure by the emollient method,

the patient muft drink very plentifully,
two or three quarts in the day at lealt,
and obferve a very regular regimen.
The confequence of which will be, in
general, a relaxation of the {phin&er
of the bladder, and an incontinence of
urine ; or, if the patient efcapes this, I
have obferved, that after the difcharge
of urine, fome have fuflered great pain
at, or near the neck of the bladder, pro-
bably from a lefs degree of relaxation
for
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for fome months. The fame com-
plaint has fometimes happened, when
great quantities of diluting liquors have
been drank, in which nitre has been
diflolved.

C AS E,

Where an incontinenceof Urine followed
the Ule of Emollients.

A Gentleman applied to me for the

cure of a freth contra&ted Go-
norrheea, who had been treated by the
emollient method in fome former in-
fe&tion. He being young, and feem-
ingly of a good conftitution, I propofed
putting him under this method of cure,

and ordered him to drink three or four
quarts of the deco&ion of marfhmal-

lows every day ; by which means the
violent {ymptoms were foon relieved
(which is certainly the common effe@s

of
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of this method) and he living very re-
gular, in about eight days the inflam-
matory {ymptoms entirely left him ;
and by continuing the decodion, “his
cure was compleated in about three
weeks. But the confequence of this
method was an incontinence of urine ;
and notwithftanding all the common
methods were ufed in fuch cafes, as
alum, vitriolic acids, &c. yet it was
near three months before this complaint
was cured.

Nitre joined with gentle cathartics,
in the form of an eleGuary, I have
known fucceed in curing great num-
bers; but it is apt to occafion very dif-
agreeable cold fenfations at the fio-
mach, with great pain; which, how-
ever, 1 think may be ealily remedicd,
by always giving the nitre in a difiol-

ved
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ved ftate, I am fufpicious, that thefe
effe@s of nitre in pills, bolufies, or
eleGtuaries, muft have been the caufe
of that timoroufnefs, which I have ob-
ferved in able pra&itioners, when they
order this remedy, The generality of
labouring people, and thofe who live
very irregular, I have cured, by giving
from half a drachm to a drachm of

the nitre, rubbed with five grains of
pulvis jalap. three times a day in warm

water, increafing the quantity of the
water In proportion to the nitre; but
this method is rather tedious, the pa-
tient {uffering the difagreeable com-
plaint of fcalding, or heat of urine, for
two or three weeks or more ; and if ac-
companied with a violent chordee fome-
times longer.  ‘The method I propofe,
1s calculated to immediately alleviate
thefe {ymptoms ; and if attended to in
time, infallibly prevents any fuch com-

D plaints ;

-

£ —-
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plaints ; the cure goes on 'agreeabl'e to
the patient, and Nature is affifted in
the manner the points out for the cure.
The methiod of curing by injeQion,
is much fuperior to any other in
this flate of the difeafe, becaufe its
effects are immediately applied to the
aftected part ; but I believe, that the
inje&ions, which are made ufe of in
common, are not to be depended up-
on, at leaft thofe made publick ; for
fome {urgeons have been {o mean, as
to pretend to fecrets of this fort. And,
I believe, that the generality of fur-
geons give internal medicines, when

they attempt the cure by this means.
In the compoliition of an injection,
no aftringent or drying drug {hould
be made ufe of, as {uch are very dan-
gerous : NOr can I approve of pow-
ders in an inje&ion; for tho’ it is not
very probable, yet it is not impoflible,
that
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that fome of the powder may get into
the bladder, and if retained there, may
form the nucleus of a ftone. 1 have
feen cafes, where aftringent injections
have been ufed, in which the patients
have been attacked with confirmed
poxes a long time after the fuppofed
cure. Others have been lucky enough
to have complaints of an alarming na-
ture, immediately on the checking or
ftopping the difcharge, as buboes, {wel~
led tefticles, &c. And the fame has
happened where rough treatment has
been ufed ; which, in the courfe of an
extenfive pradtice, I have frequently
obferved. Nature of herfelf procures
this difcharge to carry off the difeafe ;
and if fhe is not interrupted, but af-
{ifted by gentle means, the cure will
be {oon accomplithed.

[ ) CASE.
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C A S E;

Where an improper Injeftion laid the
foundation of a confirmed Pox.

™ R. W. a married man, applied

to me for advice in a fore

threat, Upon examination, I found
the throat ulcerated, and he being ra-
ther feverith, I concluded it to be of
the putrid malignant kind, which was
the opinion of his phyfician, who or-
dered him the bark and elix. vitriols
acid. which he toock for fome days
without the leaft fuccels, He being
diffatisfied, I was fent for again; and
upon a fecond examination, I began
to fufpe the cale to be venereal ; and
told him my opinion: however, he
denied having had any venereal infec-
tion for two years: on his applying for
advice to two or three different phyfi- °
cians
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cians and furgeons, and they all con-
cluded it to be venereal. He had been
treated, by the furgeon who firft had
him under care, by an injection, fome

of which he had by him of ol. amygdal.
and afterward by an aftringent of the vi-

triol. alb. diffolved in fome aq. rofar.
which {oon cured him, as he imagined :
but inftead of that, was the caufe
of a confirmed pox. I began the cure
by bleeding, gave him a gentle purge,
and fumigated the ulcers in the throat
with cinnabar fa&it. and he being of
a robuft habit, I ordered him inwardly
a decodtion of farfap. and a proper
portion of the corrof. fublim. diffol
ved : by a continuance of which, and
he obferving a regular diet, &c. his
cure was accomplithed in about nine
weeks, and he has remained in good
health ever fince.

The
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The method of cure which I make
ule of, is by inje@tion alone. This is
compofed of a mucilage of gum arab.
argent viv. & ol. lin. p. exp. This
is to be thrown up the urethra, three
or four times a day, and retained in
it cight or ten minutes at each time,
gently prefling the whole paflage.
This inje&tion lubricates and defends
the urethra from the faline particles of
urine, and conveys, at the fame time,
the remedy, which is the known {pe-
cific in the difeafe, in one of its {im-
pleft forms, So that it is calculated
not only to eafe the feverelt fymptoms,
as being an artificial mucus to fupply
that produced by Nature, of which fhe
is deprived by the malignancy of the
difeafe, but likewife attacks the dif~
cale itfelf.

The mifchiefs occafioned by injudi-

cious injedions, have, I am {enfible,
alarmed
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alarmed the apprehenfions of mankind
in general, and even of fome fenfible
practitioners, and may, no doubt, create
an ubje&ibn to the ufe of them. But
let them be affured, that thefe bad ef-
fects, as fwelled tefticles, buboes, &c.
are abfolutely always either caufed by

aftringents checking the difcharge, or
by fome faline acrimonious particles in~
creafing the inflammation. For re-
peated experience has convinced me,
that even calomel and przcipit. alb.
which are often ufed in this way, are
corrofive to the tender membrane of
the urethra in this inflamed flate,
and has produced alarming effeds.
What are the confequences of a foluticn
of the corrofive fublimate injected,
thofe who ufe it beft can tell,

CASE
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Ci Ay 8§ B

Where a violent Inflammation was
caufed by an Injection of Ol and Ca-

lomnel.

R. B. applied for the cure of
a Gonorrheea ; and I having

heard great encomiums of calomel and
oill, by a gentleman who had made ufe
of this method in a cafe or two with
fuccefs; and tho' I muft acknowledge,
I had no great opinion of calomel and
pracip. alb. in an injection, as fuch
preparations, however dulcified, ftill
retain fomething of a faline quality ;
but having fucceeded in a few cafes
myfelf, 1 was induced to make further
trials. I began the cure by this means,
and the confequence was a violent in-
flammation in the whole body of the

penis; and all the inflammatory {ymp-
toms
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toms were increafed. 1 left off any
further ufe of the injection, and im-
mediately purfued the cooling methed,
but it did not fucceed ; for immedi-
ately an inflammation of the tefticle
came on, which was very violent ; and
the running was entirely flopt; upon

~ which I ufed the remedies in fuch

cafes, as plentiful bleeding, cocling
medicines, and the mercurial ointment,
to the part, &c. By that means, in
a tedious manner, I cured the patient.
But an induration, of the teflicles re~
mained a long time afterwards.

I have never known the
which I have recommended,
tenfive pradtice, once to ftop the dif~
charge, nor does it increafe the irrita-
tion, as it contains nothing ftimulating,
For argentum vivam, blended with mu-
cilaginous fubftances, never has any

E fuch
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fuch effect. Inftead of the patient
being tormented for a great number
of days, and often weeks, with the
fcalding of urine, and the chordee
(which is known to be the cafe in the
common methods of cure) the fymp-
toms are immediately relieved. Inftead
of a thin corrofive difcharge for a
length of time, a milder matter, more
uniform in its colour and confiftence,
foon iffues from the paflage, and all
the difagreeable fymptoms are remo-
ved, except the difcharge, which I
generally leave to Nature.

The criterion to omit the injection,
is at the commencement of the fecond
ftage, when rather an agreeable fenfa-
tion, or itching, is felt in the paflage
after voiding urine: for although the
running may continue a week or two
longer after this, it 1s a matter of no

confequence, as it gradually decreafes
every
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every day; and thus'a mild, eafy cure
is effe@ted, without any danger to the
conftitution. The continuance of the
injection at this time cannot be of fur-
ther fervice, and may be detrimental;
for the matter which iffues at this
time, may reafonably be looked on as
mild and ufeful, as is the cafe in heal-
ing fores, which the injetion would

counteract.

- AsS - E,

Married gentleman, of rather
A a thin habit, applied to me for

the cure of a frefh contra&ted Go-
norrhcea,  His complaints were a very
great heat in dilcharge of urine and
chordee, which was remarkably trou-
blefome in the night. He had a co-
pious running, which was very acri-
monious, and the dark margin, I have
before mentioned, was to be feen on

12 his
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his linen. T began his cure by the in-
jection, which was ufed four times a
day, and it produced good effe@s in
alleviating the {ymptoms; the {calding -
gradually became lefs, and the chordee
was not felt after the fixth or feventh
day of inje@ing. However, I conti-
nued the injection, and> about the
twelfth day, the itching, which I have
mentioned in the fecond frage of the
difeafe, came on, and the matter
{hewed evident figns of its mildnefs.
-At this time 1 omitted the inje&ion,
and in about nine days after his cure
was compleated. In about four months
after he reccived a frefh nfe&ion, . but
by applying on the firt {ymptom, I
cured him this time by  the fame
means in a few days, and no 1il confe-
quence has happendd fince.

I be-
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- 1 believe it will be allowed, that in

the common methods, three out of ten, '
at leaft, are attacked with fome one: or
more of. the complaints already men-
tioned, as buboes, {welled = tefticles,
&c. but in all the cafes which I have
cured, not the leaft ill confequence has
happened, except one, which was:an
induration of the perineeum, and which
eafily gave way to an alterative of the
{ulph. przcip. antimon, & calomel ; of
each of thefe were taken two grains in
a pill, night and morning.

I muft obferve, that in the firft flage
of the difeafe, I order the patients care-
fully to avoid colds, and excefles of all
forts ; {uch as drinking, riding, and
other hard exercifes, &c. for thefe very
often {uddenly bring on {imilar effeds
to injudicious pradtice. ‘Lhough pa-
tients, treated in my method, will be
much lefs liable to the injuries arifing

from
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from fuch liberties, than where inter-
nal medicines are ufed. However, the
rilk of fuch accidents fhould by all
means be thunned, if poffible.

This then is the practice I have long
ufed, and which has been attended
with a quick and eafy fuccefs. How-
ever, that fuccefs alone would never
have prevailed on me to publith it as
an improvement, unlefs my own prac-
tice had proved the tedioufnefs, an d il
conlcquences, I havealready mentioned
of the common methods,

F <l "N 1 b





















