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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE Author of this Differtation on the Num-

bers of Mankind, #s defired by the PHiLO-

sopHICAL SocieETYy af EDINBURGH, 0 acquaint

the Public, that it was compofed [everal Xears agos
and was read before them.

FOR  bis own part, as be bas the Honour to be
a Member of this Soc1eTy, be had no Thoughts of
publifbing it, till it fhould bave bad a Place among
their Works. However, as they bad not determined
when they were to publifh their Tranfaitions, be was
advifed to embrace an Opportunity of publifbing bis
Differtation at a Time, when be might hope for the
Attention of the Learned, which bad been already di-
refled towards the Subjeft, by the Publication of
Mr. Hume’s Political Difcourfe, Of the Populouf-
nefs of antient Nations. He bas therefore publifbed
it in its original Form 5 only fome inconfiderable Ad-
ditions bave been made to it, fince it was prefented to
the PuiLosopHICAL SOCIETY.

T HE Differtation s followed by an Appendix
pn the fame Subjet, which was not read before the
PuiLosorricar Sociery.  The Author thought
be fhould nat bave done Juftice to bis Argument, if be

bad
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bad omitted to fubjoin thofe Obfervations, with which
be was furnifbed by a Review of the Subject, and by
a caveful Perufal of Mr. Hume’s Political Dif-
courfe. |

HE thinks bimfelf obliged to own, what indeed
every one, who is in the leaft acquainted with bim,
muft bave immediately perceived, That the Obferva-
tions on Law, inferted in the Appendix, are tbe
Work of another Hand.

THE firft Edition of Mr. HuMme’s Difcourfe is
quoted in the Appendix. However, this can be no
Inconvenience to fuch as bave the fecond ; fince the
Pages of both Editions almoft every where coincide.



A
DS S:ER-T A TJO:N

0 M. T B

NuMmBERS of MANKIND:

S there is nothing in the form and con-
dition of this Earth, or in any of the
appearances of Nature, to excite in us
the idea of their neceffary exiftence; or

make us believe that this our globe was from eter-
nity; itis not only agreeable to the facred Re-
cords, but alfo confirmed by other antient monu-
ments, as well as the moft authentic hiftory and
tradition, that mankind had a beginning on this
earth*, and were not raifed up at fitft in all its re-

A giong

* Practerea, fi nulla fuit genitalis origo
Terrai et coeli, femperque aeterna fuere :

* Cur fupra bellum Thebanum et funera f'rrgjﬁ.r,
Non alias alii quogue rés cecinere Poetae ?
Quo toi falla virim toties cecidere ? mec ufguam
Aeternis famae monumentis infita_florent ?
Verum (ut opinor) babet novitatem fummay recenfaue
Natura eft mundi, neque pridem exordia cepit,

Lucrer. lib. 5.

Thus even the irreligious Poet, contemplating the appeat-
ances on the earth,
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gions at once ; but that, {pringing originally from
a few, and increafing by propagation, they gra-
dually removed from their original feats, as force, or
neceflity, or choice, or accidents determined them;
and in a courfe of years or ages, fprcad them-
{elves far and wide, till at length the more fertile
foils, and more temperate climates, and even the
more barren and lefs mild were replenifhed with
inhabitants.

Waetaer we fhould receive any inftruétion, it
would, furely, be curious and entertaining, had
we a diftin¢t and compleat view of the various mi-
grations of mankind, and could form an accurgte
fcheme of the times in which they happened, the
leaders of thefe early colonies, the different regions
towards which they directed their courfe, with o-
ther circumftances concerning the firft peopling of
the world. But no fuch entertainment can be ex-
pected.  For, as in faét hiftory affords only imper-
fect hints; {o, according to the natural order of
things, and without infpiration, it could not pof-
fibly be otherwife. Before the affairs of mankind
could have been fo firmly fettled, asto give them
leifure or inclination to write hiftory, the memory
of the moft antient fats muft have been in a great
meafure forgotten and deftroyed *.

In

* Had this been duly confidered, many authors, more re-
markable for their various reading, and fanciful application of
names, than folidity of judgment, had given themf{elves and

the world much lefs unneceflary trouble, in tracing up nations
to their original,
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In what length of time all the habitable parts
of the earth might have been peopled, as fully as
they ever were at any period, ’tis impofiible to
determine with precifion. However, this may be
calculated according to any fuppofitions which
fhall be laid down ; and as we comprehend all cir-
cumftances more fully, and our fuppofitions are
more juft, we fhall approach nearer to the truth.

In attempting fuch a calculation from a fingle
pair, let us fuppofe, that all marry who attain to
maturity, and that every marriage produces fix
children, three males, and as many females; two
of whom, «/z. one male and one female die in the
more early feafons of life, or before marriage: ac-
cording to which, four will remain to marry, and
replenifh the world : That, in 33: years from the
time when this original pair began to propagate,
they fhall have produced their fix children; and
that within the fecond period of 33: years, each of

the fucceeding couples fhall have produced fix chil-
dren; and this to take place continually. On
thefe fuppofitions, at the beginning of the {cheme,
the original pair are only in life ; at the end of the
firft period of 33* years, there are fix perfons liv-
ing, viz. the original pair, and four others ;  at the
‘end of 66z years, there will be 12; againft 100
years there will be 24 living ; and the number of
perfons in the fucceeding periods of the fcheme,
according to thefe fuppofitions, will be found as

1n the following table.
A2 Periods
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Turs table is divided into 8 columns, which
are each explained at the top; and + in the
7th column fignifies the addition, and — the
{ubtraction of the fallowing number, as in Algebra.

To take an example.

Arr the firfl year, or the beginning of the {cheme,

none but the original pair are in life, as they have
not as yet begun to propagate.

AT

oo
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A the end of 33 years, from the time the ori-

ginal pair began to propagate, fix have been born,
of whom two are dead, and four are left alive tq
Prgpagﬂtﬂ; and as the ﬂrig'mal pﬂ.il" are fﬂppﬂfﬁd
to be ftill living, there are in whole fix perfons on
the earth.
At the end of 663 years, 12 have been born
fince the end of the laft period, of whom four are
dead, and eight left alive to propagate; and the
original pair being by this time fuppofed to be
dead, it being 66 years fince they began to pro-
pagate, or about 100 fince we muft fuppofe they
might havebeen born, (for we fuppofe they began to
propagate in full vigour); thereare only 12 in life,
viz. 6 who were alive at the end of the firft pe-
riod deduéting the original pair: and 8 younger,
who are alive at the end of the fecond period.

Acain, at the end of 100 years, or the
third period, 24 have been born fince the end of
the fecond or laft period, of whom 8 are dead,
and 16 left alive; and the generation, which fuc-
ceeded the original pair, being by this time dead,
there are 24 in life, viz. the 12 who were alive at
the end of the fecond or laft period, dedutting 4
who died fince the end of this fecond period: and
16 younger, born fince that time.

Axp thus we fhall find mankind to double
themfelves in each period of 334 years, as will be
evident from the compofition of the table,

For, take any number in the third column,
and call it ¢ ; then the number on the right hand is

o



6 A DISSERTATION o1 the

‘, and the next to that on the right hand is 27

and multiplying this laft by 3, the product is 2 a,
or the double of 2; and this double of # is the
number immediately below a: fo to find out the
third column, you double the numbers from 6.

AcaIn, one third part of 2 a is 1-35, which is the

double of * ++ Hence to find out the fourth co-
fumn, you “double the numbers from 2.

Acain, two thirds of 2 4 is ;! which 1s the

double of =%: fo to find the fifth column, you
double the numbers from 4.

Acain, the fixth column is the fame with the
fourth, beginning one row lower, or rather the fame
with the fifth, beginning two rows lower.

Anp as to the feventh column, it confifts of 3
numbers, of which the number to the left hand
(after-the fecond row) is evidently equal to all in
the row immediately above; and the other two
numbers in the third row, wviz. 8—2 is equal to
the firft number on the left hand, or 6: fo the third
is double of the fecond row. Thus 16—4 in the
fourth row is double of 8—=2 in the third row,
" and 32—38 in the fifth rowis double of 16—4 in
the fourth ; and this will always be the cafe, as will
be evident from confidering the fifth and fixth co-
lumns, of which this part of the feventh column is
compoled.

Tuis table may be continued to any number of
years or,periods 3 but it is fufficient to continue the

firft, thefecond, and the 8th columns, as follows:
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7

the fcheme. the fcheme.

Periods of Years of | I he fum of all who are alive at
the refpective years or periods.|

7
8

9

I
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
" 34
35
36
37

10

233
266

300
g3
360
400
433
466
500
Sk
566
600
. 633
666
200

733
766
300
533
866
goo
953
966
1000
1033
1066
1100
1133
1166
1200

1233

384

268

1536

3072

6114

12,288

24,576
49,152
98,304
196,608
393,210
786,432
1,572,864
3:145,728
6,291,456
12,582,912
25,165,824
50,331,648
100,663,296
201,326,592
402,653,184
805,306,368
1610,612,736
3221,225,472
6442,450,944
12884,901,888
25769,803,776
51539,007,552
1030%0,21 5,104
206158,430,208
412316,860,416

- Foakme

THaus
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THus we may fee to what a prodigious muli-
tude mankind muft have increafed in 1200 years §
and that, according to this rate, they muft have
overftocked the earth long before the deluge.
Such a confequente, therefore, quite inconfiftent
with fact, as well as the experience of the world
concerning the proportion between births and
marriages, muft convince us, that mankind can-
not be fuppofed to propagate at fo high a rate:
“Tis certain, however, every marriage muft produce
more than one couple; elfe, reckoning the period
of human life to be 100 years; there could never
be a dozen of perfons alive at any one time. Every
couple, therefore, produces more than one, but
fewer than two couples, at a medium; and it is
eafy to inftitute a calculation according to any af-
fumed hypothefis *.

Frowm tables of this kind, framed according to
any ftated rule, we may fee the number of perfons,
who may be fuppofed to defcend from a fingle pair,
and how they increafe in proportion to their diftance
from the root. The table, according to ftrict truthy
does not fhew the number of perfons who are alive
at the refpetive periods, but more properly the
number of perfons, {prung from the original pair,

: who

* It is not owing to the want of prolific virfue, but to the
diftrefled circumftances of mankind, that every generation
does not more than double themfelves; for this would be the
- cafe, if every man were married at the age of puberty, and
could fufficiently provide for a family,
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who are at the fame diftance from the root, accor-
ding to the feveral generations. ‘Thus, in the 1gth
generation, there are above one million and a half ;
in the 24th, above fifty millions of people: and
in the fame manner the calculation may be extend-
ed to any generation whatever,

Anp tho’ all of the fame generation, or at the
fame diftance from the root, may not be alive
at the fame time, (for we may conceive, that per-
fons at the fame diftance from the original ftock,
may not be contemporary, but diftant from one an-
other by many years, nay even by ages); yet as
~ icregularities of this kind may be generally fuppo-
fed to corre€t and compenfate ong another, the
table will thew, nearly, the number of perfons who
are in the world at the refpective periods of time *.

*T1s impoflible to determine the number of in-
habitants on our globe in the prefent, or in any
preceeding age.  But we may fix, perhaps, certain
limits, to direct us a little in fuch an uncertain
fubject. And if we make Mr. Templeman’s ob-
fervations, in his furvey of the globe, the founda-
tion of our calculations, we may form various con-
jectures about the number of mankind at prefent.

B Thus,

* Tho' mankind do not atually propagate according to
the rule in our tables, or any other conftant rule ; yet tables of
this nature are not entirely ufelefs, but may ferve to thew, how
much the increafe of mankind is prevented by the various
caufes which confine their number within fuch narrow limits.
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Twuus, if we fuppofe the whole habitable earth
to be as well peopled in proportion as England, it
contains'more than 4960 millions of people.

Or {uppofing it peopled in the fame proportion
as Scotland, it contains more than 1655 millions.

Or if in proportion as Spain, it contains more
than 1055 millions.

AnD as Holland is thought to be near feven times
as populous as Englend in proportion to its extent,
if the whole habitable earth be peopled in the fame
proportion as Holland, it contains about 34720 mil-
lions of inhabitants.

Ir it is peopled as ill as the Emprefs of Ru/~
Jia’s dominions, it contains about 475 millions.

From whence we may conclude, that as it muft
be much better peopled than Ryfliz, and much worfe
than Holland, it muft contain many more than 475,
and many fewer than 24720 millions.

Axp, upon the whole, it cannot be fuppofed ta
be fo well peopled as England; perhaps {carce fq
well as Spain; and does not really contain more
than 1000 nillions.

Tuus, according ta the preceeding table, there
might have been many more inhabitants, than are
on the earth at prefent, long before the deluge,
For, in the g66th year of the world, we find more
than 1610 millions : and as, from the deluge to the
reign of Alexander the Great, there paffed about 2000,
and to the reign of Cyrus the founder of the Perfian

gmpire,
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émpire, about 1800 years; according to the for-
merly fuppofed rate of propagation, or even a
much lower, the earth might have been better peo-
pled, than it is at prefent; before either of thofe
periods.

THis holds ﬂl‘pecmlly with refpe€t to the times
fince the deluge ; as it appears from facred hiftory;
that there were at leaft three couples for multiply-
ing, the three fons of Noab and their wives, inftead
of ones which is the fuppofition in the tables.
On which account, the inhabitants of the earth
muft have increafed much quicker than in the
tables; and the earth might have been well peo-
pled in times which we account very antient ¥,

InpeED, whatever law of propagation we fuppofe,
which is not altogether improbable, we fhall find,
that, calculating according to this law; mankind
muft have been much more numerous at a certain
period already paft, than they have ever been 5 and
after that period, as well 4s before ity they muft con-
tinually increafe. But we ought not from hence to
conclude, that the earth is actually peopled in this
manner ; that mankind are always increafing, and
are moft numerous in the ages moft diftant from
the beginning ; or that they multiply regularly,
according to any ftated law: on the contrary, it

is

* If we confider the longzvity of the Patriarchs, both be-
fore and after the deluge, mentioned in facred Scripture, the

argument for the more fpeedy increafe of the 'world will
appear ftronger,
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is certain, that they multiply irregularly, and
may have been more numerous in fome preceed-
ing, than fome fubfequent ages; and that, thro’
various caufes, there has never been fuch a number
of inhabitants on the earth at any one point of
time, as might have been eafily raifed by the pro-
lific virtue of mankind.

THE caufes of this paucity of inhabitants, and
irregularity of increafe, are manifold. Some of
them may be called phyfical, as they depend en-
tirely on the courfe of nature; and are indepen-
dent on mankind. Others of them are moral,
and depend on the affetions, paffions and inftitu- .
tions of men. Among the phyfical eaufes, fome
are more conftant ; as the temperature of the air,
the extreme heat or cold of fome climates; the
barrennefs of fome regions of the earth, and the
unfavourablenefs of the climate or natural product
of fome foils to generation. Other caufes of this
kind are more variable ; fuch as, the inclemency of
particular feafons, plagues, famines, earthquakes,
and inundations of the fea; which fveep off great
numbers of men, as well as other animals, and
prevent the quicker replenifhing of the earth.

Tuat thefe natural caufes have had a baneful
influence, cannot be doubted ; yet it is probable,
that this might be prevented in fome degree, per-
haps even in a great meafure, by the fkill and in-
duftry of men, and by wholefome laws and infti-
tutions; at leaft, that all thefe natural caufes

taken
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taken together, excepting perhaps the incurable
barrennefs or unwholefomenefs of fome parti-
ticular regions, have not fo bad an effect as the
moral caufes, which arife from the paffions and
vices of men, and have a more conftant and
powerful influence on the world.

To this laft article we may refer fo many deftru-
&tive wars which men have waged againft one an:
other; great poverty, corrupt inftitutions, either
of a civil or religious kind; intemperance, debau-
chery, irregular amours, idlenefs, luxury, and
whatever either prevents marriage, weakens the
generating faculties of men, or renders them
negligent or incapable of educating their chil-
dren, and cultivating the earth to advantage,
*Tis chiefly to fuch deftructive caufes we muft
alcribe the fmall number of men. Indeed, had
it not been for the errors and vices of mankind,
and the defets of government and education, the
earth muft have been much better peopled, per-
haps might have been overftocked, many ages
ago: and as thefe caufes operate more or lefs
ftrongly, the earth will be better or worfe peopled
at different times. Hence likewife, as has been
already remarked, we may fuppofe that the earth
was much better peopled in {ome antient ages, than
it has been in modern times, or is at prefent, Nor
is there any neceflity ta fuppofe, that the number
of men upon the earth muft have continually in-

creafed,
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creafed, and that, in the prefent age, their nums
ber is greater than at any preceeding period,

Uron a more exact inquiry; perliaps, we fhall
find reafon to conclude, that the reverfe is the
truth; And as the illuftration of this fubject is of
very great importance; and is clofely connected
with the deepeft policy and moft intimate conftitu-
tion of human fociety *; an accurate examination
muft be ufeful and interefting ; and tho” we may
not give perfect fatisfation, yet any tolerable pro-
fpect can {carce be unacceptable,

To fay truth; ’tis but a very imperfect profpect
we dare promife on this occafion. The fubject it-
felf is fo involved in obfcurity; the accounts of
antient authors are fo incompleat, the matter has
either not been handled at all, or handled fo fuper-
ficially, that much cannot be expected in a firfk
effay ; nay, after the moft accurate fearch, it will
perhaps be found impoflible to determine precifely
at what rate mankind have either increafed or de-
creafed, in particular ages or countries; or from
what particular caufes fuch variations have hap-
pened.  Exact regifters of fuch things have ne-

ver been kept, and indeed could never have been
preferved

* The queftion concerning the number of mankind in an-
tient and modern times, under antient or modern governments;
is not to be confidered as a matter of pure curiofity, but of
the greateft importance ; fince it muft be a ftrong prefumption
in favour of the cultoms or policy of any government, if, czs
ieris paribus, it is able to raife up and maintain a greater num-~
ber of people.
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preferved in fuch an unfettled ftate of human af-
fairs. However, fome light may, furely, be ftruck
out, which will illuftrate this fubject.

BuT ere we proceed to inquire more particulatly,

it will be proper to lay down fome general maxims
taken from nature and conftant obfervation, which
may be ufeful to guide us in 2 more particular com-
parifon.

1. A rude and barbarous people, living by hunt-
ing, fithing, or pafturage, or on the {pontaneous
productof the earth, without agriculture, commerce
and arts, can never be fo numerous as a people inha-
biting the fame tracts of land, who are well {killed in
-agriculture and civilized by commerce: fince un-
cultivated can never maintain fo many inhabitants,
as cultivated lands. Inevery country, there fhall
always be found a greater number of inhabitants,
ceeteris paribus, in proportion to the plenty of pro-
vifions it affords, as plenty will always encourage
the generality of the people to marry.

Hence it is evident, that the world could not
be beft peopled in rude and ignorant ages, while
men lived chiefly on the {pontaneous fruits of the
earth, and were neither inftruted in agriculture,
nor polithed by arts or commerce; and that in
whatever age we find a country grofsly ignorant of
agricnlture, we may be aflured, it muft have been
but thinly inhabited.

From which we may juftly conclude, that, not-
withftanding the numerous {warms which the

" northern
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northern nations fent forth into fouthern climes,
ac different times, thofe northern regions might
have, and if barbarous and without agriculture,
muft have, been ill peopled ; for it is eafy to over-
ftock an uncultivated country: nay, fuch a coun-
try, in the common courfe of things, if it does not
meet with fome extraordinary calamities, muflt ne-
ceffarily be obliged, at certain times, to difburden
itfelf of the mouths it cannot fuftain,

2. As the earth could not be well peopled in
rude and barbarous ages, neither are all countries,
climates and {oils, equally favourable to propaga-
tion. There muft therefore be a great difference in
refpect of inhabitants, notwithftanding the beft cul-
ture, difcipline and conftitutions.

For cold and barren heaths, rocky mountainous
tracts, marfhes which cannot be drained, inhofpi~
table fands, and many other forts of unfruitful
{oils, cannot produce equal quantities of food, and,
by confequence, ceteris paribus, cannot be fo well
ftored with people, as fofter and more fertile climes.
We may alfo fuppofe, that, in certain countries,
the air, or the moft common food may be more
or lefs favourable to generation; or that there is
not an equal proportion between the births of males
and females; and that the males abound too much.
Circumitances of this fort may lay a foundation for
great variety in the numbers of mankind.

3. Besipes the nature of the climate or foil, the
number of people in every country depends greatly
on
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pn its political maxims and inftitutions concerning
the divifion of lands:

For if there is very nearly an equal divifion of
the lands, and into fuch {mall fhares, that they can
yield litéle more than what is neceffary to feed and
clothe the labourers in a frugal and fimiple manner
tho’, in fuch a fituation, there is little room for
commerce with ftrangers, and none but the moft
fimple and neceflary arts can be in ufej yetr if
the country be naturally fertile, it muft of neceffity
be well ftored with people.

Hence we may conclude, that when any antient
nation divided its lands into fmall fhares, and when
éven eminent citizens had but a few acres to main-
tain their families, tho’ fuch a nation had but little
commerce, and had learned only a few fimple and
more neceflary arts, it muft have abounded greatly
in people. This was in a particular manner the
cafe in Rome for feveral ages, as we fhall fee after-
wards. .

Bur if the lands be divided into very unequal
fhares, and, in general, may produce much more
than will decently fupport fuch as cultivate them, the
country may, notwithftanding, be well peopled, if
arts be encouraged, and the furplus above what will
fupport the labourers of the ground be allotted for'
fuch as cultivate the arts and fciences.

FurTHER, where the lands are very unequally
divided, and are capable of maintaining many more
than thofe'who cultivate them, that country muft

C be
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be thinly peopled, unlefs elegance is ftudied, and
proper encouragement given to the arts which con-
duce to it.

In every country where nothing is known but
agriculture and pafturage, and a few more fimple
arts, {uch as thofe of building and cloathing in 2
frugal tafte, without ornament; of neceflity there
muit be few inhabitants, unlefs the lands are near-
ly equally divided, and into fmall portions. And in
a fertile foil, the fhares of land muft be extremely
{mall, if they are not able to fupport many more
than are neceflary for cultivating them. Hence in
every fuch foil, where a great extent of property
is allowed, there is room for elegance, fumptuouf-
nefs, and the encouragement of arts; and in what-
ever country induftry prevails, about what fubjeét
foever it is employed, provided the produce of it
gives a price either at home or abroad, fuch a
country may abound in people, and flourifh by
arts and commerce : it may even flourifh tho’ agri-
culture is not encouraged to the full, and feveral
tracts of land are much negletted. Nay fuch is
the force of induftry and commerce, that by means
of them many more inhabitants may be maintain-
ed in a country, than the produce of the lands can
poffibly fupport, as their food may be brought
from a diftance.

A the fame time, if the lands of any country be
negleCted, the world in general muit fuffer for it,
and the earth muft contain a fmaller number of in-

habitants,
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habitants, in proportion to the numbers which might
be fupported by thefe uncultivated lands.

4. As the number of people in every nation de-
pends moft immediately on the number and fruit-
fulnefs of marriages, and the encouragement that is
given to marry; where-ever the greateft care is ta-
ken in this refpet, the number of the people, ce-
teris paribus, fhall be greateft; and a bad policy
in this article muft give a confiderable check to
propagation.

Hence, in a debauched nation, addicted to fen-
fuality and irregular amours, and where luxury
and a high tafte of delicate living prevails, the
number of the people muft be proportionally fmall,
as their debauchery will hinder many from marry-
ing, and their luxury and delicacy will render them
lefs able to maintain families.

For the fame reafon, a nation fhall be more po-
pulous in proportion as good morals and a fimpli-
city of tafte and manners prevail, or as the people
are more frugal and virtuous.

5. As mankind can only be fupported by the
fruits of the earth and animal food, and it is only
by agriculture, fithing and hunting, that food can
- be provided, to render the earth as populous as
poffible, thefe arts muft be duly cherifhed, efpecial-
ly agriculture and fifhing.

Hence, the more perfons employ themfelves in
agriculture and fithing, and the arts which are ne-
ceflary for managing them to greateft advantage,

the
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the world in general will be more populous ; and
as fewer hands are employed in this manner, there
will be fewer people. ’Tis of no confequence
in this argument, how the people are employed o-
therwife, nay tho’ they are employed in arts which
may increafe the riches and numbers of particular
nations, if they are nat employed in fuch as are
neceflary for providing food.

Amonec arts of this latter kind, we include not
only fuch as are immediately, but fuch likewife as
are abfolutely neceffary for this purpofe, tho’ per-
haps more immediately fubfervient to other ends
fuch as, the arts of preparing all neceffary topls of
the beft fort, and even cloaths and houfes, and what-
ever tends to preferve health and ftrength for la-
bour. But we exclude all thofe arts which tend
wholly to ornament and delicacy: and tho’ per-
haps it is impoffible (nor is it neceflary in the pre-
fent argument) to diftinguifh precifely, which art
is for ornament, and which for ufe; yet we can eafily
diftinguith ez gros.  And in proportion as the arts
for ornament or thofe for ufe do moft prevail, there
thall be, in general, fewer or more inhabitants in
the world.

For if 10,000, or any other determinate number,
be employed merely in works of ornament, and
their labour does not ferve for multiplying food,
there muft be a certain number, by whofe labour, in
providing food, thefe 10,000 muft be fupported.
Now if thefe 10,000, inftead of labouring for or;
SR - i nament
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nament alone, were employed directly in providing
food, they might not only provide for themfelves,
but likewife for a certain number of others; by
which greater numbers might be fupported on the
whole. In order therefore to have the greateft
pofiible number of inhabitants in the world, all
mankind fhould be employed directly in providing
food ; and this muft always be the cafe till the whole
earth fhall be cultivated to the full. But whene-
ver the earth fhall happen to be as richly cultiva-
ted as is poffible, then wiil there be room for thofe
arts that tend only to ornament, fince fuch as are
employed in the more neceffary labour of provi-
ding food, muft be able to purchafe it for a much
greater number than themfelves. -

In all this, we do not pretend to diftinguifh
nicely fuch arts as are ufeful from fuch as are mere-
ly ornamental ; much lefs do we affert that man-
kind ought never to employ themfelves in arts
which tend only to crnament, till the whole earth
fhall be cultivated in the highelt degree pofii-
ble. 'We only obferve what muft be the natural
and neceffary confequences of various forts of la-
bour, and by what means the earth may be beft
ftocked with people; to wit, when the neceffary
arts are moft ftudied. This muft hold when the
whole earth is confidered in cumulo. It will alfo
hold, as to any particular country, in all cafes but
one; I mean, when a {maller number by traffick
§1;d commerce, can import a greater quantity of

| food,
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food, than could be raifed by the fame number
purfuing agriculture at home. For in this cafe,
tho’ the world in general muft lofe in numbers
of people, yet a particular nation might gain.
Thus the world in general, and every particular
nation, (except in the cafe juft now ftated) muit
have fewer or more inhabitants, in proportion as
luxury and a delicate tafte, or as fimplicity of man-
ners prevails, and as the arts neceffary for provi-
ding food are lefs or more induftrioufly cultivated.

Hewnce it follows likewife, contrary perhaps to
what many may apprehend, that trade and com-
merce, inftead of increafing, mayoften tend to dimi-
nith the number of mankind, and while they enrich
a particular nation and entice great numbers of
people into one place, may be not a little detrimen-
tal upon the whole, as they promote luxury and
prevent many ufeful hands from being employed in
agriculture. The exchange of commodities and
carrying them from one country to another by fea
or land, does not multiply food ; .and if fuch as are
employed in this exchange, were employed in agri-
culture at home, a greater quantity of food would
be provided, and a greater number of people might
be maintained.

Tux fame principle will teach us, that huge and
overgrown cities, which are nurferies of corruption
and debauchery, and prejudicial in many other re-
{pets, are in a particular manner deftructive to the
populoufnefs of the world, as they cherifh luxury,

entice
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entice great numbers of all ranks to refort to them,
and drain the reft of a country of ufeful labouring
hands, who otherwife would be employed in agri-
culture and the moft neceflary arts.

Nor do the operofe manufactures of linen and
woollen, toys and utenfils of wood or metals or
earth, in which {fo many hands are employed in a
commercial nation, contribute fo much to the in-
creafe of the people as many are apt to apprehend :
and it is not always true, that in proportion as ma-
nufactures are numerous and flourifhing, a country
muft of courfe be more populous than in times of
greater fimplicity.

In general, living muft be cheaper, where fewer
things are wanted, and what is needed may be moft
eafily purchafed. Where-ever living is cheapeft, and
a family can be moft eafily fupported, there will be
more frequent marriages and greater numbers of
people. Where fcarce any thing is needed but fim-
ple food, a fimple garment, and a little plain furni-
ture, living will be cheapeft. This agrees beft to
a ftate, where few mechanic arts are in ufe, and
men are chiefly addicted to agriculture.

BuTt operofe manufactures of linen and woollen
for cloaths and furniture of houfes, a variety of u-
tenfils of wood and metals, and all the refinements
of an opulent and trading nation, tend to multi-
ply mens wants, make the moft neceffary and fub-
ftantial chings dearer, and in general increafe the
expences of living,

| Foop
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Foop and cloaths, houfes and a little furniture
are neceflary for all. And if a nation be laborious
and induitrious, thefe neceffaries of life will be in
fuch abundance, that almoft every one will have
them at an eafy rate; and while thie people pre-
ferve their fimple tafteé, and continue to be indu-
ftrious, they will multiply prodigioufly. But when
this implicity of tafte is loft, which muft always
happen in proportion as operofe manufactures in-
creafe : tho’ they continue to be induftrious, yet
more of the people will apply themfelves to lefs ne-
ceffary manufactures, and fewer to provide what
is more f{ubftantial ; and as the proportion of thofe
whoe apply to elegant mianufactures increafes, and
fewer hands are employed in providing food, ne-
ceflaries will become more fcarce ; toys abound,
and become more neceffary for the bulk of the peo-
ple. This will ftill keep them dear, tho’ they are
in plenty. Hence living even in the moft fimple
manner will become more expenfive.  Confe-
quently mankind be lefs able to fupport families,
and lefs encouraged to marry.

Anp tho’ the value of labour will become higher
as manufatures increafe, it will not compenfate
the greater expences of living.  For this is only
one article, and will not enable the labourer to fur-
nith himfelf with fuch a variety, as growing manu-
factures render both neceffary and difficult to be

purchafed.
It
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It muft be confefled, that numerous manufa-
€tures make a nation more elegant and magnifi-
cent. ‘They introduce a variety of fine cloaths and
furniture ; but at the fame time they divert the at-
tention of mankind from providing food : and
while they create a tafte for delicacies, and make
them neceffary, in fome degree, for the bulk of
the people, they increafe the number of artifts;
and diminifh that of hufbandmen.

In one refpect, therefore, a variety of manufa-
&ures diverts the attention of mankind from more
neceflary labour, and prevents the increafe of the
people. |

Tris will become more evident, if it fhall ap-
pear, that, in a ftate where manufatures abound,
every inhabitant has four or five acres of ground to
maintain him; and, in another where the tafte
is more f{imple, there is not one acre for every
member of the fociety.

HowEeveRr, if in any ftate, whether the territory
is {mall or great, there be more people than the
whole lands can maintain, even with the beft
culture, the fociety muft depend on manufa-
¢tures; and by manufatures alone they can flou-
rifh.

But if they have fo much uncultivated land,
that, notwithftanding fourifhing manufaures,
they have ftill a much greater number of acres
than people; had they a more imple tafte, and

.D - applied
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applied:more vigoroufly'to agriculture, their peo-
ple would increafe more fpeedily.

‘Turs argument will be equally ftrong, whether we
fuppofe thefe manufattures confumed at home, or
exported abroad, provided what is returned in ex-
change for the exported commodities is not fub-
ftantial food, {uch as corn or cattle, but only other
manufattures which fupport elegance and magnifi-
cence, or contribute to delicacy of living.

Nor has the greater, or lefs plenty of money any
influencein this cale. For men cannot live on mo-
ney but on food : and if, from the policy, and the
general cuftoms of a country, the people want a
variety of things they cannot eafily purchafe ; efpe-
cially, if, by a greater attention to manufatures
than agriculture, common food becomes fcarce
and dear; whatever plenty of money may be fup-
pofed in fuch a fituation, there muft be great dif-
couragements to marry, as it will be impoffible to
fupport families eafily.

For money and the ufe of it muft always be e-
{timated by, and bear a proportion to the ftock or
quantity of goods that are in a nation, and the
number of perfons who are to ufe them.

Whaar chiefly encourages marriages, and ena-
bles men to fupport families eafily, is the eafy pur-
chafe of food and what is neceffary for the bulk of
the people. If thefe things can be eafily pur-
chafed, it is of little confequence, in this argu-
ment, whether money be in plenty or not. But if,

by
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by means of operofe manufactures, fuch a variety
of things becomes neceffary, as the bulk of the
people cannot ‘purchafe without difficulty, whate-
ver is the quantity of money, multitudes will be
difcouraged from marrying.

A the fame time, we may fuppofe a great deal
of elegance and magnificence in a ftate, tho’ plain
food and the neceffaries of life may be eafily pur-
chafed. This will be the cafe it the magnificence
appears only in what belongs to the publick ; asin
temples, theatres, or public edifices of any kind, or
in the fplendor of 'the magiftrates or officers of the
ftate : or, if it defcends to fome rich men in a pri-
vate ftation, it muft confift principally in what is
durable, and is‘not daily confumed ; for this fort of
magnificence will not employ many hands, and a
{ufficient number will remain for providing food.

Suppose the great body of = manufacturers in
fome trading nations that have a large territory, to
lay afide their manufaétures, and employ themfelves
in agriculture, pafturage, and fithing; they would
provide a vaft quantity of food, they would make
all the neceffaries of life cheap and cafy to be pur.
chafed; and it:would foon become vifible how
great a difference there is between agriculture and
manufactures in rendering a nation populous,

In oppofition to this, it may be faid, that when
a nation is poflefled of a large territory, which is
either {o unequally divided, or divided into fuch
largt fhares, that the whole people, or a great part

D2 of
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of them, have a much greater quantity of land than
will maintain them eafily; fuch a people muft be
lazy and indolent, and will have nothing to quick-
en their induftry, unlefs arts and manufactures are
introduced and cherifhed ; that if they have a im-
ple tafte, and know little of elegance, as they
muft have great plenty of plain food, and all the
neceflaries of life, there is nothing that will
be a fpur to their ambition; and thus they may
continue, for ages, in idlenefs, and their number
increafe very little. But if once a variety of arts
and manufactures are introduced among them; if
their tafte be refined, their wants increafed, and
they have many alluring objects of art to excite
their defires; this awakens ambition, kindles emu-
lation, quickens induftry, and engages men to la-
bour, that they may procure the tempting objeéts
they defire.  *Tis thus a fociety becomes elegant,
magnificent and populous; and now they will
make greater advances in a fhort time, than for-
merly they were capable of making in many ages,
while their fimplicity of tafte remained.

It muft be confefled, this has a {pecious appear-
ance, and is partly founded on truth: yet, up-
on a more accurate examination, we fhall find the
former arguments for a fimplicity of tafte remain
firm and unfhaken.

In a preceeding obfervation *, we acknowledged,
¢¢ ‘That where the lands are very unequally divi-

* Pages17.18,

¢ ded,
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ded, and are capable of maintaining many more
¢« than thofe who cultivate them, that country
<« muft be thinly peopled, unlels elegance be ftu-
¢t died, and proper encouragement given to the arts
¢¢ which conduce to it.” This muft always be
the cafe, where this unequal divifion of the lands con-
tinues; or where the fhares of individuals continue
to be very large, tho’ equally divided.  But the
queftion is, Whether, admitting fuch a divifion
of lands once to have taken place, the inclination
men generally have to marry and raife families,
would not caufe them to increafe : and fuppofing
them to have only a fimple tafte, and to know little
but agriculture, and a few neceffary arts, and that
this tafte continues, they would not, by means of
agriculture, increafe more {peedily, and, in fadt,
become more numerous, than if they diverted gra-
dually from agriculture; and, inftead of impro-
ving their lands, and living in a fimple manner,
employed themfelves fo much in feeking elegance,
and profecuting manufactures, that, by degrees,
plain and fimple food became fcarce, and fo many
things were wanted, that living became ex-
penfive, and it was not eafy for the bulk of the
people to fupport themfelves ? Now, it feems e-
vident, that this muit be determined in favour of
agriculture, rather than manufactures; and that the
people would grow more numerous in the one fi-
tuation, than the other.

Lad

L3

.

SUPPOSE
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Surposk that, at ' the fame point of ‘time, two
nations were equal in all refpects, and had the fime
fimple tafte for agriculture, and the neceffary arts;
that the one preferved the fame fimplicity, and the
other became refined, and, by degrees, loft theip
antient tafte : I apprehend the nation which prefer-
ved. its fimplicity longeft, would increafe. moft:
quickly, and ‘that the acceflion of foreignérs,
which we may fuppofe in the one cafe more than
the other, would not: be able to «compenfate. the.
ruin occafioned by luxury, except in'very extraor-
dinary circumftances. : '

To put this:in a-clearer light, let us attend to
the ‘natural order of things, and: the progreflion
that ought to be conceived from fimplicity to lu-
xury and refinement.

Trk tafte of mankind, in the moft early times,
moft certainly was fimple, and without refinement..
We may even fuppofe the actual exjftence of a time,
when men lived on the {fpontaneous fruits of the
earth, and the milk and flefh of animals; when
agriculture {carce was known, or was extremely im-
perfect. This tafte however could not continue al-:
ways 3 the world would become refined by degrees,
agriculture would come more into efteem, -and be
improved, - But it would not be improved alone =
other arts would advance likewife. - There is a con-
nexion among them, whence they cannot be entirely
feparated, but muft appear together, if any of them
approaches to perfection. Hence, as agriculture

advanced,
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advanced, other arts would advance likewife
the moft neceffary would be firft improved, and
afterwards the lefs neceffary, thole; 7o wit, that
tended more to refinement than ufe. ‘The tafte
for fimplicity being original, would long prevail ;
after it was loft-in fome things, it would conti-
nue in others ; and the world would be old before
the higheft refinement, and moft enormous luxury
could take place. In fact, it will be found, that what
would appear ruftic and inelegant to many thought
mighty polite at prefent, and would be called great
fimplicity, remained long among the antient na-
tions : yet objets were never wanting to excite
induftry, to provoke emulation and ambition, and
diftinguifh the rich from the poor. Thisis certainly
the natural order and progreffion of things. *Tis
impoflible to conceive, that various arts and manu-
factures would not be daily invented and improved
along with agriculture. But we mutt alfo admit,
that the higheft refinement and greateft luxury
would come laft into fathion. In fhort, I cannot
help apprehending, that while the antient fim-
plicity remained, and men continued to employ
themfelves in agriculture and the fubfervient arts,
and did not divert to arts more elegant than necef
fary, nations would become more populous 3 and
as luxury prevailed, they would increafe more
flowly, and their number at length would begin
to diminifh.

THESE
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TuEesE general obfervations may fhew how
differently mankind may increafe in different ages
and countries, and by applying them to the hifto-
ry of particular nations; we fhall be better enabled
to form an opinion concerning the greater or fimal-
ler number of people at different periods. Some-
thing may likewife be done, by actual calculation
from antient Hiftorians, to make fome approaches
towards a determination of the real number of the
inhabitants of fome more noted countries. But
calculations of this fort may be thought more un-
certain, and conclufions of the firft kind more firm
and folid.

What has paffed in antient times, or even pafles
at prefent in the moft northern nations of Europe,
in the northern and eaftern regions of A/ia, and the
middle of Africa, is very little known. But as to
the reft of thefe continents; particularly thofe
countries which lie near the Mediterranean fea, and
were the chief feat of antient hiftory, we are able
to form a more certain judgment: and perhaps it
will appear, that in moft of thofe countries whofe
antient and prefent ftate is beft known, there have
been fewer inhabitants in later ages, are fewer at
prefent, than were In more antient times, and
that thefe countries were better peopled before the
Roman empire was eftablifhed, than they have ever
been at any fucceeding period.

To fet this in the cleareft light, and render fuch
a fpeculation more ufeful, it may be proper,

Firft,
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Firft, to take notice of fome paffages in antient
hiftorians, which may help us to form conjectures
concerning the number of people in fome of the
moft noted countries in antient times; and then
to compare them with the numbers in England :
whence it may, perhaps, appear, that many of the
antient nations were more populous than fuch as are
reckoned moft civilized at prefent.

Secondly, To trace the caufes of this, and inquire
whether, from the reafon of things, and the man-
ners and cuftoms of antierit times, it is not probable
that this muft have been the cafe. '

Firfl, As to the fa&, the monuments of antient
times feem in general to prefent a more crouded
and magnificent fcene; We are ftruck with an idea
of more fumptuous and expenfive works, more
poweﬁhl ftates and cities, more numerous armies,
and greater crouds of people, than modern ages of-
fer to our view. For this we may appeal to the hi-
{tories of Spain, France, Italy, Greece, Egypt, the
iflands and coafts of the Mediterranean fea, and fe-
veral countries of Afia, but efpecially Afia Minor.

A the fame time, an opinion in favour of anti-
quity may be carried too far. We may degrade
modern policy toe much, and give too great a pre-
ference to antient manners and times. The world
is apt to run into parties and factions in this, as in
all qther difputable matters ; and in fuch a difpofiti-
on, ’tis well if truth and juftice be but moderately in-

jured. o2
E As
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As an example of too great a prepofieffion in fa-
vour of antiquity, we may reckon the affertion of
Ifaac Voffius, who is not only of opinion that the
earth was much more populous in antient than mo-
dern times, but even brings down the number of
the inhabitants of Europe in bis own age to 30 milli-
ons ; a computation undoubtedly far below the juft
account.

WE have this eftimate in his book of various
obfervations*. According to his account,

Spain contained — — 2,000,000
France — — — 5,000,000
Traly, Sicily, Corfica, Sardinia — 3,000,000
England, Scotland, and Ireland —~ 2,000,000

Delgium — s e 2,000,000
Germany, Bobemia, Hungary — 5,000,000
Denmark, &c.  — _ e 400,000
Sweden, Norway, &c. — — 600,000
Poland and Lituania — == 1,500,000
Hungary, and eaftward =~ —— 2,500,000

Dalmatia, Illyricum, Macedonia,
all Greece, Crete, and the Iflands 3,000,000

Sum 27%,000,000
Mufcovy Sra il 1 Rl WTTE 3,000,000

= o

Sum 30,000,000
Bur,

* At London, 4to, 1685. See the Differtation of the great
cities of the Chinefe, p. 60.
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But, what is much more furprifing in fo gteat
a man, we find the learned author of Lettres Perfanes,
publifhed fome years ago, giving it as his opinign,
that there were 5o times as many people in the
world, in the days of Fulius Cefar the firft Roman
Emperor, as at prefent ; which is certainly too high
4 proportion ¥,

THERE is lefs reafon to admit fo high a computa-
tion for the age of Fulius Cefar 5 as,according to an-
tient accounts, the earth was much more populous in
times far more antient. ‘This is direttly afferted
by Diodoras Siculus who lived in Cefar’s age 1, and
enters a caveat againft rejecting his relation of the
‘numerous armies of the antients, on account of the
'?paucity of mankind in his days, He even calls the
‘earth a defart, compared with what it was antiently.
And Strabo, 1 a judicious author, who lived under
Auguftus and Tiberius, takes notice, in feveral pla-
ces -of his Geography, how much fome mighty
ftates and cities were decayed in his age, and how
'much the number of their citizens was diminifhed ;
particularly how that part of Jzaly near Tarentumwas
formerly full of people, ‘and had 13 great cities | ;
tho’ in his age none remained fave Tarentum and
‘Brundufim ; all the reft having been reduced to

| villages.

* Lettre 108, + Lib. 2, cap. 5.

I The edition is in 2 volumes folio, at 4mferdam 1707,
apud Joannem Wolters,

A In his 6th book, p. 430,
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villages.  And mentioning the great armies of the
Gete and Daci in antient times *, amounting to
200, 000 men, he adds, that now they could muf-
ter only 20,000; or, as fome read it, 40,000, or
80,000.

Ir we give credit to antient authors, many coun-
tries were well peopled in times of the moft remote
antiquity. And tho’ it is not fafe to trult entirely,
or indeed to build a great deal on the particu-
lar “accounts which they have given of the vaft:
armies of Semiramis, Ninus, and other eaftern
Monarchs of early time; and tho’ we are far from
being certain that their numbers are not magnifieds.
yet this much we muft neceffarily admit, that it was
the belief of fucceeding ages, antient in refpett of
ours, that there was a great number of people in
thofe eaftern countries in times much more antient.

Trus Diodorus relates 7, that Ninus led an army
into Baliria, of 1,700,000 foaot, and 210,000
horfe, and wanted only a few of 10,600 chariots.

Trat the king of Bafiria met him with an army
of 400, 000 men.

THaT Semiramis gathered together 2 millions of
men to build Bagylon.

Tuar this powerful Princefs carried an army in-
to India, of 3 millions of foot, half a million of
horfe, 100,000 chariots ; andto fupply the want of

elephan*s,

# In his 7th book, p. 468,
+ In his 2d book, § 5. 6.7.1G. 17,
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elephants, caufed 100,000 mento ride on as many
camels dreffed up in the refemblance of elephants:
befides which, fhe carried along with her on the
backs of camels, 2000 fhips fo framed that they
could be taken down in different pieces, and join-
ed: tﬂge;her when there was occafion to ufe them:
notwithftanding all which, the /zdian King mufter-
ed up a greater army.

TuaT the Medes, in one of their expeditions
againft the * Cadufii, led an army of 800,000 men;
and that the Cadufii met them with 200,000,

AND Strabo obferves, 1 that antiently the Gete
and Daci had armies of 200,000 men.

TaE age in which Troy was taken by the Greeks,
is of very high antiquity, andwas reckoned anti-
ent in the times of Yulius Cefar, Diodorus Siculus,
and Strabo; yet, in this early age, Greece, and the
neighbouring countries feem to have been well peo-
pled. If we compute the army Greece fent a-
gainft the T7ojans, and their allies, we fhall find it
was one of the greateft, which, according to their
hiftory, the Greeks ever brought into the field.

Homer gives a catalogue of 1186 fhips, which
Thucydides (for the fake of the round number, as
may be fuppofed) t raifes to 1200.

' But

* Diod. Sic. lib. 2. § 33.
+ In the 7th book of his Geography, . 463.
1 Book L. §10.
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Bot taking the number from Homer, let us de-

termine every thmg from the accounts he hath gi-
Ven us.
In one part of his' poem ¥, he afligns 120 hands to
fome of the thips ; who are to be confidéred both as
failors and foldiers, fince the names of fpiras %, rofwr
fo adives, vowers and fkilful archers, which'we find
in the fame catalogue, ought to be applied to the
whole army except the commanders. At this rate
if'each of the thips had carried as many, the whale
army muft have tnnﬁ{tcd of 142, 320 men. Bt
as according to another paffage -, fome fhips con-
tained only 50 men, thearmy could not be fo gredt’s
and, -at the mean proportion of 85 to each fhip, a-
mounted 'to 100, 8r0 men. This was a great'ar-
my's tho' Thucydides cblerves the Greeks could have
vaifed a greater, had they not been afraid ﬂf wantlng
provifions, in a foreign country .

Bur befides thefe general obfervations, it ‘will
be proper to enter'more into a detail, and forma
caléulation ‘of the number of the antient inhabi-
tants of 'the moft noted countries on the coafts of

- ' ‘the

o ko e i » s +. r
*Tor utr weyTinorTa yeeq uiovy e dt tndsy

Luan Bor wjay bxalor :«;, tcoos Baivor.

Book IL, lin. 50q. 519.

F 'IPJT&: & by tras wErTRLOY &
E,_r_.:.--@;:c-:mr, ricoy v tderic T o yaxia}-:c;.
Book II. lin.719. 720.

T Book I. §11.
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the Mediterranean fea, and compare them with the
people of England in the prefent age.

“In this comparifon, the beft we can do is to
build upon the obfervations which have been made
in a late book, concerning the bulk of moft of the
remarkable countries of the world computed in
fquare miles *: for tho” fuch obfervations cannot be
fuppofed to be free from miftakes, being taken on-
ly from modern maps, which are not perfeétly exact
yet they are the beft helps we have, for determi-
ning the extent of thefe countries, and the propor-
tion. they bear to each other. They are more cer-
tain guides, than the antient maps, or the length
and breadth affigned by antient or modern authors ;
efpecially in the iflands, and fuch countries as Spain,
Italy, and Greece, which had antiently, and ftill have
the moft diftinét boundaries by the fea, or remark-
able rivers.and mountains.

A rule has likewife been laid down by one. of our
beft Mathematicians 1, by which we may nearly de-
termine the number. of inhabitants in any city or
ftate, from the number of its fighting men. And
this being fundamental in calculations of this kind,
I may take notice, that ’tis not only confirmed from
modern, but alfo from a couple of antient obferva-

tions

* A new. Survey of the globe, by Thomas Templeman,

+ The learned and ingenious Dr. Halley, in his obfer-
vations on the bills of mortality of the city of Brefaw in
Silefia, in. Louthorpe’s. absidgment of the Philofoph, Tranfad.
vol. 3. p. GGq.
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tions of two of the moft authentic antient Writersy
Cefar and Strabo.

THE firft of them relates, that, after he had con-
quered the Helvetii, who had abandoned their coun=<
try to feek new habitations, and in this view had car-
ried their wives and children along with them, he
found in their camp, rolls of all who had underta-
ken this expedition, diftinguithing fuch as could
bear arms, and the old men, women and children
feparately *.

In the rolls it ftood thus :

Of the Helveti; -— - 263,000
T ulingi — e 36,000
Latobrig: — - 14,000
Rauraci e — 2 3,000
Boii — —_— — 32,000

e

Sum 368,000
And of the whole number, thole who
could bear arms were — 92,000

Which is the fourth part, and agrees very well
with Mr. Halley’s eomputation.
- THERE
* In caflris Helvetiorum tabule reperte funt literis Graeeis conm
fedle, et ad Cefarem relate 5 quibus in tabulis nominatim ratio con-
felta erat, qui numerus domo exiffet eorum qui arma ferve pofjent,
et item [eparatim pueri, [enes, mubicrefque.  Quarum omnium re.
rum [fumma erat, capitum Helvetiorum millia ccLxin, Tulingo-
yum millia xxxv1, Latobrigorum x1v, Rauracorum Xx111, Boig.
yum xxx11. Ex bis, qui arma ferre poffent ad millia xc1r.  Sum-
ma ommium fuerunt ad millia cecLXIIX,
Ceefar de bell: Gall. lib. 1. § 29.
Plutarch, in the life of Ceefar, afligns different numbers; but
the numbers marked by Ce/ar himfelf arc more authentic,
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" Tuereisalfo a paffage in Strabo, which confirms
the fame calculation® ;

WHEN Augufius Cefar rooted out the nation of
the Salafsii, who dwelt upon the Alps, he fold
26, 000 perfons for flaves, of whom 8ooo were
able to bear arms. And tho’, by Dr. Halley’s rule,
there ought to have been a few above gooo, this
difference is juftly accounted for, by fuppofing
more than 1000 of their beft men killed, before
they were {fubdued.

Tuese paffages in {uch old authors confirm the
accounts of the authors themfelves, as well as Dr,
Halley’s rule of computation from the bills of Sile/ia.

Burt to proceed to our calculations, let us begin
with Egypt {o famous in antient ftory.
~ England, according to Mr. Templemar’s furvey,
contains 49,450 fquare miles (of which there are 6o
in a degree), and Egypt 140,700. So the extent
of Egypt is to that of England, as 2.84 to 1.  Eng-
land 1s computed to contain 8 millions of inhabi-
tants. If Egypt was peopled in the fame proporti-
on, it muft have contained about 22,700,000.
But, according to antient hiftorians, it appears to
have contained many more.

- Diodorus Siculus relates, + that more than 1700
males were born in Egypt the fame day which
gave birth to the famous Sefoffris. The father of
F this
K * Lib. . p. 215
: 4 Lib. 1. cap. §3. 54
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this monarch ordered all thefe boys to be brought to
court and educated along with his fon; perfuading
himfelf, that thofe who were bred up with the Prince
fromtheirinfancy would become his warmeft friends,
moft affectionate foldiers, and moft faithful com-
manders. Such wifdom and policy make the ac-
counts of hiftorians lefs improbable ; fince, by the
affiftance of fo able counfellors, with an army of
600,000 foot, 24,000 horfe, and 24,000 warlike
chariots, he might well have made fuch mighty
conquefts. *Tis to this uncommon aétion of the
father of Sefyftris, we owe the knowledge of the
number of males born in Egypt on that particular
day; and if as many were born every day, (which we
muft be allowed to afflume, as there is no reafon for
diftinguithing that day from any other) there muft
have been born in one year no fewer than 620,500
males; from which it follows, according to Dr.
Halley’s calculation, that there were more than 14
millions of males in Egypt in that early age. And
allowing an equal number of females, the whole
people amounted to more than 34 millions.

AccorpinG to the accounts of Herodotus *, Egypt
was very populous in the days of Amafis, who lived
a little before the founding of the Perfian empire
by Cyrus. In the reign of this king, it contained
20,000 cities all inhabited: at this rate, allowing
2000 to each city, the number of the whole people
amounted to 40 millions.

ANp
* Lib. z. p.179. edit. Henrici Stephani,



NumMmBERSs ¢f MANKIND, 43

Anp confidering how many large cities Egypt
contained, efpecially the grandeur and magnificence
of its two capital cities Thebes and Memphis, this
{uppofition of 2000 to each city will not perhaps
be thought extravagant.

Thebes appears to have been one of the greateft
cities that ever was in the world, Itis celebrated
by Homer * for its hundred gates, out of each of
which marched 200 men, with horfes and chariots,
in all 20,000, whom we may call cavalry. But
T acitus, an author of great credit, and far from being
credulous, gives usyet a more magnificent idea of
its inhabitants, 1 in computing the number of
fighting men at 700,000. The quadruple of
which or 2,800,000, being the number of its inha-
bitants, fhews it to have been more than twice and a
half, or perhaps thrice as populous as London,

Tue great number of the citizens of Thebes is
further evident from the largenefs of its extent,

which,

i * ﬂ:.-'arl, EJ:E @}3,3&;
Aiyvrliae, 88 macisa Soposs b wlipara xefras,
Al exaTouTunef elol, dinnogior & ov Enoeny
“Avépeg iSoryrivos alr igmoisy £ Gxerouw.
Homer, 1liad.g. Iin. 381. &,

+ Mox vifit veterum Thebarum magna veftigia, et manebant
ftruétis molibus litteree Egyptiz, priorem opulentiam com.
plexz : juflufque & fenioribus facerdotum patrium fermonem
interpretari, referebat habitiffe quondam feptingenta millia

xtate militari,
Tacit, Aunal. lib. 2. cap. 6o
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which, according to Strabo*, was in his time no lefs
than 8o Greek ftadioi, or ro Greek miles, in length s
and Diodorus Siculus + computes the circuit of its
walls at 140 Greek ftadioi, or 17: Greek miles:
but in more antient times f its circuit was reckon-
ed much greater, and even computed to have been
420 Greek ftadiol, or 523 Greek miles |).

As

* In the 17th book of his Geography, p. 1170,
t In his 1t book, feét. 45.

I Euflachius's Commentary upon the srepmyioig of Djony-
fius, printed at London 1638 in folio, v.z49. p. 45.

| To make this and the followipg computations more clear,
we fhall fet down the proportion of Greek, Roman and E?fgﬂf[ﬁ
meafures of length from Arbathnot’s Tables.

A Greet piniov contained 8 Greek cabior, and a sadio; contained
6o52% Engli/b inches ; an Englifb furlong contains 7920 Englifh
in_chg:s : {o an Englifb furlong is to a Greek ftadios (or, which
is the fame, ‘an Eﬂgﬂj;ﬁ' mile is to a Greek wheY), as 1 to
76420272727, and {o in infinitum, or nearly as 1 to .7642,
or as 1.3 to 1.

A Romar miliare contained 8 Romax ftadia, and a Roman
ftadium cnnt_ninhd 72525 Englyl inches : fo an Engli/s furlong
is to a Roman ftadium (or an Engli/b mile is to a Roman mi-
liare) as 1 to Q1571969096 in infinitum, or nearly as 1.09 is
to 1. '

From whence it is eafy to reduce either Greek or Roman
meafures of length to Engli/s miles,

In all fuch calculations, it feems fafeft to {fuppofe, that the
authors who write in Greef, and ufe the words cafior OF giniov,
mean the Greek meafures ; and that the writers in Latin meajp
the Roman, if the contrary is not exprefled.
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As Thebes was a moft magnificent city, fo Mem-
phis, which became the capital in later times, was
likewife very grand and populous. According to
Diodorus * it was 182 Greek miles in circuit; he
obferves further +, that Eg yp¢ had antiently 18,000
remarkablﬂ Citiﬁﬂ, K:&'p.aa; -‘I-IIELE}LGTH{ )5; TTOMEIC, I con-
fefs he takes notice, in the fame paffage, that anti-
ently there were 7,000,000 of people in Eg ypz; and
that there were only 3,000,000 in his time: the
expreflion too feems to be comprehenfive, and to
include the whole people, cupmarres Aaz; but ’tis
probable, this can only be underftood of the heads
of families, or fighting men, as 3,000,000 (if it
includes the whole inhabitants) was too fmall a
number for the age of Diodorus: it is even too
{mall for the prefent age, fince Maillet makes it to
contain 4,000,000 at a time when it grones under
the oppretfion of Turkifh defpotifm. Befides, Fo-
fepbus, who lived not long after Diodorus, com-
putes the inhabitants of Egypt at 7,500,000, be-
fides the inhabitants of Alexandriat. Underftand-
ing Diodorus therefore as meaning the fighting
men, the inhabitants of Egyps, in the age of Dio-
dorus, were 12, and had been antiently 28 millions,

Tuar Egypt was very populous in times of the
moft remote antiquity, may be alfo concluded

from

* Book 1. fedt. so.
+ Book 1. fedt. 31.
1 Book z. chap. 16. Of the wars of the Fenys,
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from what Herodotus obferves®, That 410,000 fol-
diers, - all native Egyptians, were fometimes kept
In pay 3 a great army for a country of no great
extent: efpecially as the old Egyptians were never
much addicted to war, and the humour of keeping
up great-armies in time of peace, for making or
preferving foreign conquefts, feems to have begun
much later. 'The old Egyptian army could only
be intended for preferving the inward peace and
police - of ‘the country. This makes it probable it
bore a lefs proportion to the whole people, than the
great ftanding armies of modern Kings do to the
reft of their fubjels. If we compare the Egyptians
with the French, who are a more warlike people 3
and compute the people of Framce at 16 or
20 millions," and the army which the King main-
tains ' conftantly at 200,0003; according to this
proportion, Egyps muft have contained 32 or
40 millions. ~ But the French armies muft be fup-
pofed to bear a much greater proportion, than
the Egyptian, to the number of the whole people.
~Tuo® we ought nat to pretend to certainty in
fuch computations ; and conjectures on {uch fubjeéts
may often be far enough from the truth : yet if the
accounts of Herodotus, Strabo, and Diedorus Siculus,
may, in any meafure, be depended on, and we
take the medium of all the different computations
of 34, 40, 28 and 32 millions, the inhabitants

of

* Herod. lib. 2. pag. 175.
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of Egypt may be reckoned about 34,000,000, and
its populoufnefs to that of England, as 3 to 2.

Tux preceeding computations are formed on
fuppolition, that antient was as large as modern
Egypt.

Bur, if antient Egypt was lefs, the argument
for its greater populoufnefs is fo much ftronger;
and that it was fo, will appear probable, if we
compare Egypt with Italy, the limits of which,
as it is bounded by feas and mountains, are more
eafily alcertained. From fuch a comparifon, we
can {carce fuppofe that Egypt was larger or even fo
large as Jtaly, which is only about half the bulk
of modern Egypt, according to the meafures in
Templeman.

Accorping to Herodotus, the breadth of E-
gypt, at the Mediterranean fea, where it was great-
eft, was 3600 Egyprian {tadioi, or about 346 Eng-
lifb miles ; and its length, from North to South,
about 666 Englifb miles *, The meafures in He-
- rodotus are larger than thofe which either Diodorus
Siculus 1 or Strabo T has affigned.  Above the divi-
fion of the Nile it becomes much narrower: and
the only region of Egypt that was well inhabited,
was that on each fide of the Nile; which, in few
places, according to Strabo, || contained a breadth
of 300 Greek ftadioi, or 30 Englifhb miles.

* Herod. lib. 2. pag. 103. 104. Haly
+ Book 1. fedt. 31.

1 Book 17. pag. 1137. 1140, .

§ Book 17,pag. 1137,
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Italy, whofe limits are better fixed, is found, by
the moderns, to be about goo miles in length¥*;
and, at the foot of the Alps 560 miles in breadth ;
in the middle parts 136, and in fome fcarce 25;

LAnd tho’ in fome places it is very narrow, yet,
“near the Alps, there is a wide extent of country.

From thefe meafures, it is probable, that Egyp?
was not {o large as Jraly; which according to
Templeman, contains only 735,576 {quare-miles.
And, if antient Egypt was no larger, inftead of
being 1%, it muft have been thrice as populous as
England.

WaaT has been obferved of the extent of antient
and modern Egypt is confirmed by a paffage in
Strabo - where he exprefsly afferts, that the antients
gave the name of Egypt only to that region which
was overflowed by the Nile; but that the moderns
included all that region to the Eaft which lay be-
tween the Arabick Gulph and the Nile, and a great
part towards theWeft, as the Prolomys had {o far ex-
tended their dominions, and the Remans fucceeded
to their power. Thus the limits of antient Eg yp?
were greatly enlarged by the Ptolomys, and, it 1s
probable, they continue much in the fame fituation
at prefent. Indeed, if fomething of this kind had
not happened, there could have been no foundation
for what Diodorus Sicalus has aflerted §, That an-

tiently

* Univerfal hiftory, vol. 11. pag. z08.

+ Book 17. pag. 1139, 1140
1 Book 1. fet. 31.
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tienfly Egypt was the moft populous country in the
world: this could not be true,unlefsit wasthrice, for
we {hall thew immediately that {feveral other coun-
tries were more than thrice, as populous as England.

True accounts we have of Egypt from the me-
moirs of Monfieur de Maillet, a French Conful who
refided long in this country, render our conje-
¢ures concerning the populoufnefs of antient Egypz
not improbable. He does not indeed compute the
inhabitants, in his time, at more than four millions,
and confefles, that he once thought their number
had never been greater; but he retracts this opi-
nion, and declares, that, after having confidered
the matter more maturely; he believes that Egypz
contained many more people in times of remote
antiquity *: and this is an evident confequence of
the accounts he gives of the country. We have
taken notice already, that itis faid to have contain-
ed in antient times 18,000 or 20,000 cities. This
will not appear improbable, if we confider what
Maillet has obferved, that many of its antient ¢i-
ties have been ruined by the various revolutions it
has undergone ; and that by cities we muft not un-
derftand only walled towns, but every village built
on an higher ground to prevent danger from the o-
verflowing of the Nile: for the houfes, in that
quarter of Egypt which is covered by the waters
of the river, are not built on low, but rifing

G grounds,

® Lettre 1,
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grounds, either natural or artificial, and formed in-
to villages which do * not confift only of a few
houfes, as in other countries where there is not
the fame neceflity, but .contain, many of them,
public edifices, and fome of them have two or
three thoufand inhabitants, Viewing it therefore
in this light, as a country full of confiderable
towns which may well be fuppofed to have contain-
ed 2000 people at a medium, as fome of them,
fuch as Thebes and Memphis were very large, it will
not appear incredible that the inhabitants of Egyps
were above 30,000,000.

Moaillet obferves further, that a larger part of
Egypt was cultivated antiently than at prefent ; and
that even thofe parts which are at any confiderable
diftance from the Nile-aré not fown: fuch is the
bad policy of the government. This does not con-
tradi¢t what was faid above, that antient was much
lefs than modern Egypt, as this comprehends ma-
ny large defarts and' barren iflands, both towards
the Eaft and Weft, which were not reckoned parts

of

* Lettre 1. page 27.

Maillet, taking notice of the plains of Egyps which extend
from the borders of the ANi/e to the mountains, has the fol-
lowing words ;

Ces plaines font [emies partout de gros bourgs &5 de villages ;
mais quels willages ! 1l ne faut pas fe figurer que fe faient de fimples
bameawx. La plupart font décorés d'edifices publies a Pufage du
pats y il yen a on I on compte des dewx & trois-mille perfonnes, &5 en
general, plufieurs contiennent plus &bhabitans que nos grandes villes.
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of Egypt in the moft antient times; notwithftand-
ing which, there may be, and actually is much
lefs of Egypt cultivated, than formerly, when, by
the care of its Princes, the waters of the river
were conveyed to a much greater diftance. And,
if ' Maillet computes 4,000,000 of inhabitants in
fuch a fmall extent of country, after all th:Ings
have been going to wrack for 2000 years, after fo
-many conquefts and revolutions, and under fuch
an oppreflive government, and fuch a bad policy
as the Turki/b, it becomes highly probable, that,
in its antient and moft flourithing times, under its
own Princes, and with the moft excellent laws,
when it was much better cultivated, and a greater
extent of ground taken in, it contained fix or fe-
ven times as many people.

NEexT to Egypt let us confider Paleftine, aneigh-
bouring country of very {mall extent. According
to Templeman, it is not one fixth part of England ;
and muft furely have been but a {mall country,
Yet we find from facred writ ¥, that the fighting
men, exclufive of the two tribes of Levi and Benja-
min, were 1,570,000. And, if we take the pro-
portions of thefe two to the other 10 tribes, from
their enrolments which are marked in another
paffage +, we muft add more than 121,000: the
whole number of fighting men amounting by this

account

¥4 Chronicles xxi. §. 6.

+ Numbers chap. 1. 4.
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account to 1,691,000 ; and the quadruple of this
laft fum, or the whole number of inhabitants, to
6,764,000: at which rate Paleffine was at leaft
five times as populous as England. '

In the 4th chapter of Numbers, the Levites be-
tween 30 and 50 years of age, in the other tribes
all above 20, are numbered. The proportion of
the Levites ought therefore to be raifed, and of
courfe the number of fighting men and of the
whole people muft have been greater.

Nor isit only from one paffage we conclude the
Ifraclites were fo numerous. This appears from o-
ther paffages of facred hiftory. We find the tweo
Kings of Fudab and Ifrael bringing to the field no
lefs than 1,200,000 chofen men * 5 Amaziab, who
was only King of Fudab and Benjamin, had an ar-
rﬁy of 300,000 choice ment; Uzziab his fucceflor
had 307,500 15 and 4/a, one of his predeceffors in
the fame kingdom, had yet a greater army con-
fifting of 580,000 | : Febofbaphat the fon of Afa,
had the greateft of all, confifting of 1,160,000.
‘What a prodigious army muft he have command-
ed, had he been Sovereign of all the tribes **!

As

#* 2 Chronicles xiil. 3.
4+ 2 Cbran:frfﬂ XXV. 5,
1 2 Chronicles XXVi. 3.
| 2 Chronicles xiv. 8,
#* 2 Chronicles xvii,
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As we cannot but admit that Paleffine was of a
very {mall extent, and the account of its numerous
armies is taken from fcripture itfelf; this argu-
ment will have a peculiar force, and almoft deter-
mine the queftion with fuch as acknowledge the
authority of [cripture. Two things feem evident :
Firft, That the Fews/b Hiftorians have not written
in much, perhaps not at all, higher terms con-
cerning the great populoufnefs of Paleffine, than
the Hiftorians of other nations, concerning the
numbers of people in thofe countries of which
they write; which both confirms the accounts of
thefe Hiftorians, and alfo helps to anfwer an
objeftion that might be raifed againft facred
writ, drawn from its reprefentation of the vaft
number of the Ifraclites.  Secondly, we may ob-
ferve, that the great populoufnefs of Paleftine in fo
antient an age, would altogether determine the
queftion concerning the populoufhefs of antient na-
tions, were it not that it may be imputed to a mj.
racle, as there were fo many other miraculous cir-
cumitances in the hiftory of the Ifraelites : for if
there was no miracle in the cafe, no good account
can be given why Paleftine fhould have been more
populous than the neighbovring countries.

THe hiftory of the Fews furnithes us with ano-
ther argument for the truth of our hypothefis, as
we learn from facred writ how much they multi-
plied in Egypt in a very thort time ; and that when
they left it, they amounted to 600,000 fighting

| men 3
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men *; which not only fhews how numerous the 7/
raclites were, but is alfo a confirmation of the great
populoufnefs of Egypz, in times of fuch remote an-
tiquity. T o83

WE proceed next to Greece, which we fhall find
very populous. According to Templeman’s {ur-
vey,

Epirus contained {quare miles —  —— %958
Theflaly — L — — — 4650
Achaia — Al el 10 2 3420

Peloponnefs  — —_— e — 7220

Sum 23,245
Anp, of thefe countries alone Greece confifted
in its beft and moft flourithing times, (for Albania
and Macedonia which were fomewhat larger than
the other four, were not reckoned a part of Greece),
Excluding thefe two countries, Gresce was not half
{o large as England; yet it contained many great
cities and rf:phbjics, and muft have been greatly
ftored with people. There is a paffage in Atheneus
+ which may help us to form fome probable conje~
&ures about the ftate of Athens : for, in the times
of Demetrius Phalerens, he makes its enrolled citi-

zens amount o = == = = . 21,000
And the ftrangersto = o= == 10,000
T i

Sum 31,000

; IF,

* Esod, xii. 3*! Numbers chap. 1.
1~ In the 6th book of his Dmpnufuphlﬂs chap. xx.
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" Ir, then, we compute each man to have had a
wife and two children, the number of {uch as were
free was 124,000.

Ir the family was greater, the number of citi-
zens muft have been greater in proportion.  But

reckoning the free citizens only — 124,000
- And to this adding the flaves whom A4-
thenaens reckons —_— — 400,000

-

The whole inhabitants of Attica were 524,000
Ir we compute 6 free perfons in each family,
then the number of free perfons was — 186,000
And that of flaves — — 400,000

| Sum 586,000
Now Attica was only a part of what was called
i::mperly Greece or Achaia, which contained feve-
ral other diftricts *, viz. &folia, Doris, Locris O-
zolea, Phocis, Megaris, Beotia and Locris Epicne-
midia; and, tho’ fome of thefe ftates were {fmall,
others of them were confiderable, and were fome-
times the rivals of Arhens itfelf. All the feven to-
gether with Attica, according to Templeman, con-
tained only 3420 {quare miles; and tho’ As#ica ap-
pears to have been larger than any of the reft, ex-
cept Beotia, its territory could not have been great-
er than one fourth of Achaia or contained more than
855 Iquare miles, But, {fuppofing it had contained
| 1000,

* See Cluwerins, book 4, chap. viii.
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1000, it was not; at this rate, the 23d part of
Greece ; and if all Greece was peopled in the fame
proportion, it contained above 12,000,000.

Ir Attica contained only 855 fquare miles, this
makes the inhabitants of Greece more than
14,000,000, If it was only one fifth of Achaia, it
raifes the number to more than 17,000,000 : taking
therefore the medium of thefe three laft computati-
ons, their number amounts tomore than 14,000,000.
At which rate, had Greece been as large as England,
it would have contained more than 29,000,000,
and been near four times as populous ; and, confi-
dering what a mighty people the Greeks were,
how furprifing foever this may appear to the great
admirers of modern policy, ’tis far from being
improbable.  The gredat ftrength of the Afbe-
nian ftate, at the beginning of the Peloponnefian
war, is evident from the loffes they fuftained
200 triremes that perifh’d in Egypt with all that was
in them: 150 near Cyprus: in Pontus 16,000
men compleatly armed, partly citizens, partly al-
lies: in Sicily, 40,000 men, and 240 triremes:
and 200 in the Hellefpont ; and fo many men were
killed by thoufands and two thoufands, and fo
many fhips loft by tens and fives, that Ifocra-
zes, from whom this account is taken, fays it
was needlefs to mention them. Thefe thmgs hap~

pened in a very fhort time *.
THAT

* Vicrat. de pace, edit, Cantabrigie 1686 pag. 290, iglz"
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TuaT the other countries in Gr.eemh: (befides
Attica) and the neighbouring iflands, were well
peopled, is evident from the whole of their hifto-
ry. Athenens in the paffage quoted above; in
which he takes notice of the Athesians having
400,000 flaves; afferts alfo, that the Arcadians had
300,000 the Corinthians 460,000; and the Re-
public of #gina 470,000, tho’ it feems not to have
had any other territory, but that {mall ifland of
the fame name, which, accordingto Strabdo*, was
only 180, or according to another reading, 150,
Greek ftadioi in circuit, that is, by the largeft ac-
count, about 20 Engli/b miles. Now where there
was fuch»a great number of flaves, we muft con-
clude, that there was proportionally a great num-
ber of free citizens; and, upon the whole, that
Greece was extreinely populous.

PruTarcH, in the life of Lycurgus; takes notice,
that there were gooo citizens in Sparta, 30,000
in the reft of Laconia, in whole 39;000; and as
flaves feem rather to have been more numerous at
Sparta, than at Athens; the territory of Laconia
muft have been very populous. The whole region
of Peloponnefus confifted only of 7220 fquare miles ;
and belides Laconia, it contained Achaia; (proper-
ly fo called), Elis, Meffenia, Arcadia, and Argolis-+,

Tue ifland of Exbea, (now Negropont) fituated
near the coaft of Atticay appears, bothin antient

H and

* Lib. 8. p. 576.
+ Cluver. Introdu&. geograph, Lb. 4. cap. 7.
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and modern maps, to have been a good deal larger
than the whole Athenian territory : according to
Templeman, it contains only 1300 {quare miles.
This confirms the former computation of the {mall
extent of Attica.

ITALY was likewife very populous before the
Romans conquered its free cities. About the age
of Servius Tullius, the fixth King of Rome, there
were powerful ftates in the Southern parts of it,
particularly in Magna Grecia. The ftate of Sybaris
alone, as Diodorus relates*®, fent anarmy of 300,000
men againft the Crotonienfes, who met them with
100,000, At this rate, thefe two neighbouring
ftates bad about a million and an half of inhabi-
tants, even {uppofing they had no more fighting
men than they brought to the field, which could
fcarce have been the cafe.

ST RABO 1 gives the fame account of Sydaris ;
and adds further, that it was about 200 Greek fta-
dioi, or 25 Greek miles diftant from Croton, was
50 Greek {tadiol, or 63 Greek miles in circuit, and
commanded four neighbouring nations or tribes, and
25 cities.  According to the fame authory, there
were feveral other confiderable ftates and cities in
Great Greece. Particularly, the Tarentines were a

powerful people, and could raife 30,000 foot, 3000
horfe,
* Lib. 12. cap. g.

4 Lib. 6. p. 404.
1 Lib. 6. p. 424
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horfe, and roo0 officers of horfe 5 befides they had
a good fleet ; and all the country around Zaren-
tum was antiently full of people. Yet Magna
Grecia was only a part of what is called the king-
dom of Naples at prefent, which is but a little
more than two fifths of England.

But we fhall beft underftand the antient ftrength
of Jtaly, and of what powerful and populous
frates it confifted, by confidering their long
firuggle againft the Romans, and the flow progrefs
of the Roman empire, notwithftanding the vaft
numbers and bravery of that warlike people.

. ROME arofe from the {malleft and moft con-
temptible beginning, When * Romulus founded the
city, his fubjeéts confifted only of 3000 foot and
300 horfe 5 but, at hisdeéath, after a reign of 37
years, he left 46,000 foot, and near 1000 horfe,
within a very fmall territory,  Neither did the
territory of Rome in after-times increafe in propor-
tion to the numbers of the people. Even at the
death of Camillus, about 388 years after the build-
ing of the city, the Roman territory was very {mall,
and did not extend beyond 20 or 24 Englifb miles
around Rome. During this period, the Romans
had only made war againt their neareft neighbours,
within a few miles of their city. The war with
the Samnites, whole country was at no great di-
ftance, began only about the 420th year A. U, C,

Eutropins

* Dionyf, Halicarn. edit. Franckfort, 1586, folio, p.
74+ 78: 79 |
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Eutropius remarks, that it was about that time
the Romans began to be powerful * ; for they car-
ried on a war at Samnium, almoft 130 Roman miles
from the city. It was not till about the year of
Rome 450, that they made any confiderable im-
preflion upon Etruria. The war with the Tarentines
began only about the 477th year of Rome. But,
during this period of 400 years, the peaple had
increafed prodigioufly. '

Tue Cenfus was not inftituted till the time of
Servius Tullius, who began his reign about the
175th year of the city.  Livy has obferved +, that
at the firft Cenfus, 80,000 Roman citizens were in-
rolled ; and another hiftorian whom he quotes, re-
lates, that all of them were able to carry arms.
All the particular inrolments made at different
times, are collected together, and may be feen at
one view in Foffius’s book of various obfervationsi.
In the year 245, the Cenfus confifted of 130,000 :
in the year 256, 150,700 were inrolled : after the
year 400, and between that and the 500, the Cen-
fus was fornetimes 250,000, fometimes 278,000,
and fometimes 292,224. During moft of this pe-

riod,

* Jam Romani potentes effe ceperant ; bellom enim in
centefimo et tricefimo feré milliario ab urbe apud Samnites
gerebatur, - Eutropius, hib. 2. cap. 8.
"+ Millia oftoginta eo luftro civiam cenfa dicuntur.  Adji-
cit {criptorum antiquiffimus Fabius Piftor, eorum, qui ferre
arma pofient, eum numerum fuiffe.

“ Liv. lib. 1. cap. 44.

§ P. 26, |
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tiod, the Roman territory was very {inall. How
muft it then have been crowded with inhabitants ?
the inrolments were only of free citizens, not of
flaves. Thefe the Romans neither inlifted in their
armies, nor inrolled as citizens, but in cafes of ne-
ceflity (though they had flaves in great numbers
from the beginning of their ftate).
-~ Avortaer proof of the great numbers of the
- Romans, is their being conftantly engaged in war,
and having fo many of their men killed almoft e-
very year. From whence it is evident, that if their
fmall country had not been populous to an extra-
ordinary degree, it could never have been able to
furnith cheir armies with fuch conftant reinforce-
ments, amidft fuch continual battles; in which tho
they were commonly, yet they were not always fu-
perior, but feveral times fuffered great loffes, and
often paid dear for their victories: netwithftand-
ing which, they were always able to raife great ar-
mies. So greatly did they abound in people!
Nor was the populoufnefs of Italy confined to
that part of it'which belonged to the Romans, but
extended to the other powerful ftates and repu-
blics, of which this antient country confifted.

Terra antigua, potens armis, atque ubere glebe.

Ir we confider that the Romans had a great
number of fighting men; that they were a brave

and
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and warlike people; that they only attacked one
of the nations of [taly at once, and artfully fhun-
ned, as much as pefiible, to be engaged with dif-
ferent ftates at the fame time ; that they were con-
ftantly engaged with one or other of them, and
made a trade of war; that notwithftanding this,
they made very flow progrefs, and had con-
quered but a little even in 400 years; we muft
admir, that thofe different ftates of Izaly, were each
of confiderable power and ftrength. This is ex-
actly agreeable to the Roman hiftory, which re-
prefents the Romans, during 400 years after the
building of their city, ftruggling with ftates as
great or greater than their own, and fubduing
them at length, only by means of fuperior obfti-
nacy and valour,

INDEED, On an accurate review of the hiftory of
the Mtalians, during this period, we fhall wonder
how fuch vaft multitudes could be raifed, as were
engaged in thofe continual wars, till Izaly was en-
tirely fubdued. '

Twuus Italy was populous before the Romans
enflaved it. Nor is it perhaps fo certain, as fome
may imagine, that its inhabitants increafed after
the Roman conquefts. * Rome became a mighty
city indeed ; but it may be a queftion, whether
its greatnefs was able to balance the deftruftion
and havock it occafioned among the other cities.

Tuar it was ‘not able to do {ois not a little
probable. Livy {feems to. have decided it on this

fide;
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fide; when, mentioningthegreatnefs of the armies of
the Volfti and &qui,he accounts for it * in this man-
ner, * That there was an innumerable multitude
‘¢ of free citizens in thofe places, where afterwards
< there were only {laves, and a fmall feminary or
< nurfery of foldiers.”

SICILY was likewife well peopled before the
times of Alexander the Great, and contained feveral
powerful ftates, The greatnefs and wealth of Sy-
racufe has been much celebrated. According to
Tully, it was the greateft of all the cities poflefied
by the Grecks+. And Strabo 1 hath obferved, it
was furrounded with a wall of 180 Greet ftadioi,
or 225 Greek miles. It was indeed the greateft
and moft powerful, but not the only powerful ci-
ty of Sicily; as appears evidently from the vaft ar-
mies the Cartbaginians {fent againtt the Sicilians,
the difficulty with which fo rich and powerful a

people
* Mihi miraculo fuit, unde toties vi€tis Volicis et Zquis
{uffecerint milites.— Simile veri eft, aut intervallis bellorum,
ficut nunc in dele@ibus fit Romanis, alid atque aliA fobole
juniorum ad bella inftauranda toties ufos effe : aut non ex iif.

dem femper populis exercitus feriptos, quanquam eadem fem-
per gens bellom intulerit: aut innumerabilem multitudinem
libercrum capitum in eis fuiffe locis, quae nune, vix femina.

rio exiguo militum relifto, fervitia Romana ab folitudine vin-

dicant. Liw. lib. 6. cap. 12,

+ Urbem Syracufas, maximam effe Grzcarum urbium,

pulcih?rnmamque ommium, faepe audiftis. Ef, judices, ita
ut dicitur.

Accufat. in Verrem. lib, 4. edit. Lond. fol, 1681. p. 279.
1 Lib. 6. p. 415.
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people gained and preferved their conquefts, and
the blood and treafure it coft them to g'et any con*
fiderable footing in this fmall ifland.

AGRIGE NTUM in particular is faid to have
contained natives and ftrangers, no fewer than
200,000. Now if thefe are reckoned only the heads
of families, or the fighting men, the inhabitants
muft have been above 800,000 ; but fuppofing the
whole inhabitants only 200,000, Agrigentum was a
populous and a mighty city. It was likewife {plen-
did, and abounded with fumptuous buildings *;
and fome of its citizens were immenfely rich.
When Gelon the Prator of Syracufz had deftroyed
the Carthaginian army which was befieging Hime-
ra, and had taken a great number of captives, he
made a prefent to fome of the citizens of grigens
sum of 500 flaves a-piece +. In the time of the
elder Dionyfius, one of the citizens was fo rich;
that he kept open houfe for all paffengers ; and he
is faid to have entertained at one time 500 riders,
who came from Gela, and when they departed, (it
being in winter) he furnithed all of them with
cloaths, iuazie ¥ yiTeves, out of his own ward-
robe 1. Policlitus the hiftorian, as quoted by Dio-
dorus Siculus|, faw, in his cellar, a quantity of wine,
which in our meafure amounts to more than 3414
Englifb hogfheads. |

Bur
* Diodorus Siculus, lib. 13. § 84. go.
4+ Diod. Sic. lib, 11. § 25.
1 Diod. Sic. lib, 13. § 83.
| Ibid.
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But the wealth and power of Sicily may efpeci-
ally be learned from the greatnefs of Syracufe,
which notwithftanding could never gain the do-
minion of the whole ifland. If we confider its o-
ther ftates, what footing the Carthaginians had in
it, and that the whole is not fo large as the fifth
part of England, we muft needs acknowledge that
the territory of Syracufe was very {mall; yet §y-
racufe was able to defend itfelf againft the moft
powerful maritime {tates in thofe ages.

‘Tue Carthagitians were very powerful at that
time, and had made feveral attempts on Sicily,
before they were engaged in any wars with the Ro-
mans. Hiftory takes notice of their having e-
quipt prodigious fleets and armies in this view *.
In Gelon’s time they fent a fleet of 2000 fhips of
war, and 3000 tranfports, with an army of 300,000
men on board, under the command of Hamilcar.
This is the account of Diodorus Siculusy and Hero-
dotus agrees with him in the number of the army,
300,000, TpransiTe iuu‘pm:d.%.; “}‘ Under the com-
mand of this Hamilcar’s grandfon, they fent ano-
ther great army in a fleet of 60 great fhips, and
1500 tranfports. According to the account of E-
phorus mentioned in Diodorus Siculust, this army
confifted of 200,000 foot, and 4000 horfe; byt
Jimeus, quoted by the fame author; computes

1 them
* Diod. Sic. book 11. § 20.

4+ Herodot. book 7. p. 4g9.
1 Died. Sic. book 15. § 54..
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them to have been only a few more than 100,000.
Soon after this they fent another grand fleet and
army under the fame commander®, confifting,
according to Ephorus, of 3oo,000 men; accor-
ding to Timeus, of 120,000, in a fleet of 1000
tranfports, befides many fhips of war. Not long
afterwards, they fent an army againft the elder
Dionyfius, of 300,000 foot, 4000 horfe, 400 cha-
riots, with a fleet of 400 thips of war, and more
than 600 tranfports. This is the account given
by Epborus in Diodorus Siculus 35 but Timeus makes
the army confift ‘only of roo,0oo men. And
tho’ this army was almoft entirely deftroyed,
they fent another againft the fame Diomyfius, of
80,000 men {.— But, notwithftanding all thefe
mighty fleets and armies, they could not gain
much ground againft the Syracufians, and were fe-
veral times repulfed with great lofs.

It was in the reign of Gelon, that Syracufe be-
gan to make fuch a thining figure. He lived at the
time of Xerxes’s expedition againft Greece; andif the
Greeks would have given him the chief command,
which he thought he might well pretend to, as he
had more numerous forces than either the Atheni-
ans or Lacedemonians, offered to fupply them with
200 triremes, 20,000men compleatlyarmed, 2000
horfe, 2000 bowmen, 2000 flingers, 2000 light

horle 3

* Diod. Sic. book 13. § 8o.
+ Diod. Sic. lib. 14. cap. 54.
1 Diod. Sic. book 14. § 93.
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horfe; and befides, to furnith all the Greek army
with corn during the whole time of the war*, This
fhews his power, and the ftrength of Syracufe in
thofe early times. To raife the fiege o Himera, a-
gainft which the Carthaginians had encamped with
300,000 men, he levied 50,000 foot, and 5000
horfe, and defeated them+: and as powerful as
the Carthaginians were, the elder Dionyfius ventured
to make war upon them. In which view he pre-
pared ina fhort time 140,000 fhields, as many
darts and helmets, and a great quantity of other
arms of various forts, a fleet of 200 new, and 110
old fhips, perfectly well repaired, and began the
war with 8§o,0c0 foot, 3000 horfe, 200 thips of
war, and 500 tranfports 4. The younger Diony-
fius|| had an army of 100,000 foot, 10,000 horfe,
a fleet of 100 fhips of war, with magazines of pro-
vifions, and treafures fufficient to maintain and
pay them. Princes capable of undertaking fuch
great defigns, and preparing fuch numerous fleets
and armies, muft furely have had great numbers
of people, as well as great riches in their domini-
ons: and unlefs Sicily, tho” 1t is lefs than one
fifth of Eugland, is acknowledged to have been
little inferior to it in riches and numbers of people,
it is {carce poflible to account for the great tranf-
actions which happened, and the mighty fleets and

armies

* Herodot. lib. 7. p. 496. 497.
4 Diod. Sic. book 11. § z1.

t Diod. Sic. book 14. § 42. 43. 47.
1| Died. Sic. book 16. §q.
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armies which were raifed and fupported in it, du-’
ring the {pace almoft of 300 years, from the time
that Gelon made himfelf mafter of Syracufe, till it
was conquered by the Romans.

Berore the Romen conquefts, the Gauls were a
great and populous nation. Gan/was indeed an ex-
tenfive country ; for it contained not only all France,
buta confiderable part of the Netheriands, and fome
part of Switzerland; but it feems to have been e-
qually populous, nay, to have contained more
inhabitants than the fame extent of country does
at prefent, tho’ fome of the beft peopled fpots
in Eurcpe, and even the province of Holland itfelf
are included.

AccorpING to Cefar’s defcription, Gaul was di-
vided into fmall ftates, many of which could fend
numerous armies into the field. When Cefar firft
invaded the country, its inhabitants were not in
the fame barbarous ftate as the Germans, and other
Northern nations, who, according to Strabo *,
did not exercife agriculture, nor lay up the fruits
of the earth, but living in cottages which they
could raife in a day, fubfifted chiefly by their flocks,
like the Nomades ; and therefore were obliged fre-
quently to change their places of abode for want
of provifions, tranfporting their families and fur-
niture in carts, and wandering from place to place
with their cattle. His account of Gax/ is quite
different : Narbonne (fays he) produces all kinds of

: fruits

¥ Lib. 7. p. 446.
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fruits that grow in Jzaly. Farther North, the foil
yields every thing, except oil, figs, and ripe
grapes : all the reft of Gax/ produces much corn
and other grain, and is ftocked with cattle of all
kinds. There is no part of it uncultivated, but
the marfhes and woods, occafioned, as he ab-
ferves, by the men’s being too much addicted to
war. But as he admits at the fame time, that
multitudes lived even in thefe marfhy and woody
grounds, which were not fufficiently taken care of,
the country in general muft have been well peopled.
It is true, the Gauls refembled the Germans in ma-.
ny of their cuftoms and inftitutions, as well as in
their fiercenefs, bulk and colour; but they were
much more civilized, and neither negletted com-
merce nor agriculture *.

Casar, when he defcribes the manners and
cuftoms of thefe two nations, gives much the fame
reprefentation with Strebot. Formerly, fays he,
the Gauls were {uperior in valour to the Germans,
and as they had not lands fufficient for the multi-
fude of their people, they ufed to fend colonies

beyond

* Strabo, lib. 4. p. 268. 206q.

+ Of the Germans be relates.  Vita omnis in venationibus,
atque in ftudiis rei militaris confiftit.— Agriculturz non ftu-
dent ; majorque pars victiis eorum in lacte, cafeo, carne con-
fitit. Neque quifquam agri modum certum aut fines habet
proprios.— Civitatibus maxima laus eft, quam latifimas cir-
cum {e valtatis finibus folitudines habere.

Ce/. de bell. Gall, lib. 6. cap. z1. 22. 23.
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beyond the Rbine ; but they were become inferior
to them in his time, which he imputes to their
growing commerce, And it feems evident, that
the Gauls did not, as the Germans, live by paftur-
age and hunting, but that when Cefar invaded
them, they were pofiefied of flourifhing and power-
ful cities, and had many appearances of wealth
and greatnefs. '

Tue flourifhing condition and mighty ‘opulence
of the Gallic ftates™®, appears from that im-
menfe treafure at Tholoufe, which, according to Po-
Sidonius, on whom Strabo+ chiefly relies, amount-
ed to 15,000 talents of gold and filver in bullion.
This treafure (had it been wholly filver) would
have been worth 2,561,250 /. flerling ; but had it
been wholly gold, according to the madern pro-
portion of gold to filver, thatis, 16 to 1. its va-
lue had been above 40 millions : it muft at any
rate have been a vaft treafure for one place; and
as the Gauls had feveral facred treafures in other
places, what an idea muft we have of their im-
menfe wealth !

As

* Ac fuit antea tempus, quum Germanos Galli virtute {u-
perarent, ultro bella inferrent, propter hominum multitudi-
nem, agrique inopiam, trans Rhenum colonias mitterent.—
Gallis autem provinciz propinquitas, & tran{marinarum re-
rum notitia, multa ad copiam atque ufus largitur. Panlla-
tim adfuefa&i {uperari, multifque viéti pregliis, ne fe quidem
ipﬁ cam illis virtute comparant.

Cef. de bell. Gall. lib. 6. cap. 24.

+ Lib. 4. p. 287.
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As the Gauls wanted neither filver nor gold,
they abounded greatly in people ; which may be
concluded from the great armies they drew toge-
ther, on feveral occafions, to oppofe Cefar.

In the fecond book of his Commentaries *, he
gives a particular lift of the levies made in Belgi-
wmy and on this occalion

The Bellovaci undertook to raife 60,000
The Sucffiones — —_— 50,000
The Nervii — — e 50,000
The Atrebates — — — 15,000
The Ambiani — — - 10,000
The Morini — —_ —_ 2 5,000
The Menapii — —— — 9,000
The Caleti — — - 10,000
The Velocaffes and Veromandui e 10,000
The Aduatuci - — 10,000
The Germani S R 40,000

Sum 298,000

Now, we cannot fuppofe, that this was a levy
of all the fighting men in Belgium ; for Cefar’s in-
formation was, that the Bellovaci could have
brought 100,000 to the field, tho’ they en-
gaged only for 60,000. Taking the whole there-
fore in this proporticn of 10 to 6, the fum of
fighting men in all the ftates of Belginm was
496,666 ; and quadrupling this laft number, Bel-

gium
* Cafar in bell. Gall. lib. 2. cap, 4.
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giwme muft have had 1,986,664 inhabitants, whom
we may fuppefe to be free, or not emplojed in
fervile offices *.

Bur, befides thofe who were inlifted in their
armies, there was certainly a great number, who
were of no account in war ; for among the Gauls,
as well as feveral other nations, there were many
who were either in the condition of flaves, or on-
ly employed in agriculture, and {uch mechanic
arts as were thought unworthy of brave men. This
appears from what Ce/ar relates, when he treats
of the different orders among the Gawls, and di-
vides fuch as were of any account into two {forts,
the Druids and the Equites : the reft he calls Pledes,
and defcribes them asflaves; but the Eguites are
warriours: for when any war arifes, omues in bello

ver[antur.

* Inn fome copies of Caefar’s Commentaries, the Aduatuci Jend
20,000, inflead of 10,000, as it is flated in the preceeding cal-
culation ; at abich rate the fighting men in all Belgium avould
bave been 513,333 ¢ Jfo ave may reckon them about balf a mil-
dion.

+ In omni Gallia eoram hominum, qui aliquo funt nu-
mero atque honere, genera {funt duo: nam plebes pzne /fer-
weorum habetur loco, que per fe nihil andet, & nullo adhibe-
tur confilio. Plerique, quum aut @re alieno, aut magnitu-
dine tributorum, aut injuria potentiorum premuntur, fefe in
fervitutem dicant nobilibus. [z bos eadem ommia funt jura,
que dominis in ferwos, Sed de his duobus generibus alterum
eft Druidum, alterum eft Equitam.—Alterum genus eft Equi-
tum. Hi, quum eft ufus, atque aliquod bellum incidit, omnes
in bello verfantur.

Cez/. dg bell. Gall. lib. 6. cap. 13. 15.
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werfaniur. Does not this fuggeft, that when levies
of the Gauls for fighting againft Cezfar are men-
tioned, the Plebes miuft {carce be confidered, as they
were left to labour the ground, or work at meaner
employments? And if we make this lower order
of perfons to have been thrice as numerous as the
reft ; which proportion is confirmed from what was
the cafe at Athens, and may be obferved in moft
places, that the laborious working people are much
more numerous than their mafters, we muft rec-
kon the inhabitants of Belgium about 8,000,000.

Now Belgium does not appear to have been lar-
ger than the fourth part of Gaul: for it was bound-
ed, on the one fide by the Rbine, on the other by
the ocean, and, on the third, by the rivers Seyne and
Marne. But Gaul was bounded, on one fide by
the Alps which divided it from zaly, next, by the
Rbine which divided it from Germany, and, on all
other fides by the ocean, except where the Pyren-
nees divided it from Spain. This was a vaft tradt
of land ; and, if it was four times greater than
Belgium, (and it does not appear to have been
lefs), we may compute 32,000,000 of inhabi-
tants in Gaul.

In another paflage, Cefar* gives an account of
numerous levies which the Gauls refolved to make
in order to raife the fiege of Alefia, where Vereiy.
getorix had fhut himfelf up with a great army,

In this meafure, tho’ they fthewed great {pirit and
| K unani-
® Caf. de bell, Gall, lib, 7. cap. 75. 76,
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unanimity, yet it is certain, that they could not
make a levy through the whole extent of Gaul; for
a confiderable part of it was in {ubjeétion to the
Romans, and, by the fituation of Cefar’s army, it
would have been impofiible for feveral of the
provinces to have fent their quotas. ~We may e-
ven fuppofe, they would not be entirely free from
diffenfion, and that fome of the ftates would be
backward in joining; befides, at a general
council -of the chiefs, it was refolved, that all
the fighting men fhould not be raifed, left their
great number fhould occafion confufion, and it
thould be impofiible to maintain them : but that
every ftate: fhould fend only a certain number,
By comparing this with the paffage in the fecond
book, which mentions the levies in Belgium, it will
appear, that this levy was very fmall in propor-
tion to what Gaul could have furnithed before it
was fo miferably wafted by Cefar. For the Bellovaci,
before the war, could have raifed 100,000 men; but
10,000 are only demanded at this time : the Nervii,
who, in the fecond book, offered 50,000, are only
marked for 5000: the Morini for no more, tho’ they
had offered 2 5,000: the Atrebates for 4000, the’ they
are formerly marked for 15,000. And from the
confideration of all circumitances, it may be conje-
Ctured, that, as all the ftates of Geul neither were, -
nor could be concerned in this levy; and, as fo
{fmall a proportion was demanded from thofe
which agreed to it, the army they raifed, on this

occafion,
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occafion, was not the tenth part of the Equites, or
fuch as were commonly employed in war, through
the whole extent of Gaxz/, at the time that this na-
tion was firft invaded by Cefar.

Now the army they aGually raifed in this

manner was — — 248,000
' Hence the number of free citizens able
to fight — — 2,480,000
The quadruple of this laft is the num-
ber of free citizens, ~— 0,920,000
And thrice the laft fum is the num-
ber of the Plebes or flaves — 29,760,000

Hﬁnce the number of the whole peo- ,
ple is — e — 29,680,000

~ Twuo’ the preceeding numbers may appear high
to fuch as have not been ufed to {peculations of this
kind, and are apt to meafure antiquity by their
own confined views, and the prejudices of modern
times; they will be yet more furprifed, when they
are informed, that other Hiftorians have affigned
larger numbers than Czfar. Accordingto Plutarch’s
account *, Cefar, in his Gallic wars, took more

than

* Plutarch in Cafar. edit. Francofurt. fol. 1599. pap. 714,
7*5"
In the life of Pompey, the numbers are different, and Cefar
is faid to have taken by force 1000 cities, {fubdued more than
- goonations, killed one million of men, and taken another million
prifoners, pag. 655. This difference in the numbers does not

{o
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than 8oo cities, fubdued 300 nations or tribes
of people, fought againft 3,000,000 of men in
his feveral battles; killed 1,000,000, and made
1,000,000 prifoners.  Now, fuppofing thefe
3,000,000 to have been all the men in Gax/, that
were commonly employed in war, there muft have
been 12,000,000 of this fort: and, if we add
thrice as many flaves, the whole number of inha-
bitants was 48,000,000.

Or, if we fuppofe that the 3,000,000, againft
whom Cefar fought, were compofed of the Eguites
and Plebes without diftin€ion; ’tis nor reafona-
ble to think, that a third, nay, we can hardly rec-
kon, that more than a fourth part of the men able
to bear arms were levied on this occafion. Now,
if they were a fourth part, the number of fighting
men, of all forts, was 12,000,000, and the num-
ber of the whole people 48,000,000, as before.
if we fuppofe them to have been a third parf,
the number of fighting men was 9,000,000, and
of the whole people 36,000,000. '

As Plutarch, in both paffages, computes the
number which Cefar killed to have been 1,000,000,
unlefs we affirm that he killed more than a thirtieth
part of the whole people, the Gauis muft have been
20,000,000.
~ In all thefe calculations, formed on the accounts

given

{o much deftroy the authority of the teftimony, as it fthews, in
encral, what an high opinion the antients concgived of thg
populoninefs of Gawl,
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given by Plutarch, we muft exclude the Druids and
their families, as they were wholly exempted from
war, which will proportionally increafe the num-
ber of the inhabitants of Gaul.

In fine, in whatever light we view it, this part
of Europe appears to have been more populous in
the days of Cz/ar, than ever it has been fince, and
never to have recovered the flourifhing ftate in
which antient hiftory reprefents it, before it was
attacked and ravaged by this mighty Conqueror.

I fhall not attempt any more calculations; tho’,
no doubt, many others might be made, were all
the antient authors infpected with fuch care and ac-
curacy as the fubject deferves. I fhall only obferve
further, that it feems probable, that feveral other
countries were antiently more populous than at
prefent, tho’’tis difficult to find materials for form-
ing particular calculations. This is the condition
of almoft all the iflands in the Mediterranean and
Agean feas, which, in the happy days of Greece,
were full of people; of Leffer Afia which flourifhed
fo greatly in antient times; of the whole coaft of
the Mediterranean fea, on the African fide, or, at
leaft, of a great part of it; of Colchis, and the
tract which lies between the Euxine and the Cafpian
feas; of the antient Hyrcamia, and other countries
on the North or North-Eaft of Perfie, where, ac-
cording to Pliny, there were antiently many popu-
lous and flourifhing nations or tribes; but fcarce
any thing at prefent fave forefts and defarts,.  A-

g | mong
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mong other things P/izy * mentions a city in Col-
¢his called Diofeurias, which was deferted in his
time (nune deferta), but {o confiderable of old, that,
according to Timgfthenes, 300 nations, all of
different languages, traded with it ; and that even,
in later times, the Romans had 130 interpreters for
carrying on their commerce in this country. He
mentions another city (oppidum opulentiffimum) that
had been plundered by the Heniocki, This fhews,
that thefe parts of the world had antiently flourifh-
ed, but were then in the decline, That lictle tract
of land which lies between the Ezxine {ea and the
Palus Meoiis, the parts around this lake, theGrearer
and Leffer Armenia, Albania, Iberig, and thofe coun-
tries which ly towards the South and the Eaft of the
Cafpian {ea, contained many different nations, and
{everal great cities. A confiderable commerce was
carried on between Ewrope and India, by means of
fome great rivers which communicated with one a-
nother, and with the Cofpian and Euxine feas.
Much the fame account is given by Strado + of the
populoufnefs and commerce of thofe countries:
but, in later ages, they have all been difpeopled,
and fcarce any veftige remains of what they were
in antient days. 1

It muft be obferved, at the fame time, in fa-
vour of modern policy, that there have been great

changes

# Hift. nat. Iib. 6. cap. 3.

+ Lib. 11, pag. 762. 763. 764. 765. 772. 773 ??6 777
232, 783.
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changes to the better in fome countries. Our ifland
of Britain has been fortunate, in a peculiar man-
ner, and from that antient rudenefs and barbarity
with which it was overwhelmed in the flourithing a-
ges of Greece and Rome, has gradually reared up
its head. How much would Cefar or Agricola be
furprifed to fee the once inconfiderable and defpifed

Britain,

Penitus toto divifos orbe Britannos,

now become an abode of peace and feat of liberty.
Happy ifland! ftudious of agriculture, flourifhing
in arts, and enriched by commerce.

BuT other countries have not been fo fortunate,
Befides, from the preceeding calculations it ap-
pears, that even Britain itfelf, and the nations that
are moft civilized at prefent, are not near fo po-
pulous as thofe regions of the earth which were beft
cultivated in antient times: {o that it may be a
queftion, Whether the happier condition of Bri-
tain, and fome other places is able to compenfate
the ruin and deftruttion of fo many antient nations ?

Having thus travelled along the coaft of the
Mediterranean {ca; taken a view of Egypt, Palefline,
Greece, Italy, Sicily and Gaul; and, from particu~
lar calculations, formed fome probable conjectures
about the fuperior populoufne(s of thefe countries
in antient times; we proceed to inquire into the
caufes of this phenomenon. And, if we fhall find
that antient policy, antient manners, and antient

cuftoms
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cuftoms were better calculated, to make nations
oreat and populous, than modern policy, modern
manners, and modern cuftoms; this will be an ar-
gument a priori, for the truth of that hypothefis,
which we have endeavoured to eftablith 2 pofleriori.

Now thefe caufes are either phyfical or moral.

WaATEVER alterations may have happened in
the temperature of the air, whatever decay of heat
in the fun, or diminution of the falubrity and nou-
rifhing virtue of the earth, are phyfical caufes ; which
may be thought to have an effect on vegetable and
animal bodies, and either prevent generation, or
cut off greater numbers in all the different periods
of life.

Causes of this nature may be fuppofed to ope-
rate in the fame climates in different ages, and in
different climates in the fame age. Mankind may
be greatly wafted by plagues and famines, and a
fruitful land may become a defart. Yet neither de
caufes of this kind feem fufficient for explaining
the phznomenon of fo great a decay of people.
Nor indeed does it appear that there has been any
fuch alteration in the ftate of nature as could
make any confiderabie difference, either over all
the earth, or in particular regions: we do not
therefore build on natural caufes of this fort.

Tuere may, however, be natural caufes of
another kind which may have produced no in-
confiderable effe€ts, Thus fome difeafes, unknown
to antiquity, may have made great havock in mo-

dern
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dern times : among thefe, two are remarkable, the
Lues Venerea, and the Small Poxy concerning which
the learned Author of An Effay on the vital and o-
ther inveluntary Motions of Animals, was pleafed to
give me his opinion in the following words :

« Amonc the natural caufes which have contri-
¢¢ buted in latter times, to leflen the number of in-
¢¢ habitants in E#repe and the weftern parts of Afiz,
 the Small Pox and Lues Venerea are not the leaft
¢ remarkable. The former difeafe feems to have
¢ made its appeardnce in the world much about
 the fame time with Muahomet 5 the firft who
‘¢ mentions it being one Aaron, a prieft and phy-
¢ fician of Alexandria in Egypt, who flourifhed a-
¢ bout the year 622: nor was the Small Pox
¢ kenown in Europe to the Greek phyficians till af-
¢ ter the year 640. It appears from pretty exact
¢ accounts, that in feveral towns of 2urk/bire,
¢ and {ome other places of England, and in Bofton
¢ in New England; the Small Pox carry off about
¢ 5 of 11 who are feized with them® 5 bur as g«
¢¢ ther countries may be more healthful in this re-
¢ {pect, and as many people efcape this difeafe al-
¢« together, we cannot, from the above account,
¢ determine what proportion of the whole race of
¢¢ mankind die of the Small Pox. Doétor Furin
¢« however, from a comparifon of the bills of mor-
< tality in Londen for 42 years, has thewn, that in
% and about this Metropolis, above 75 part of all

L thofe
* Philofoph. Tranfa. Abrid, vol. 7. p. 616,
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¢ thofe who are born, die of this difeafe*: and
“ as it is reafonable to imagine, that other places
““in Europe may not be more healthful in this re-
¢ {pect than London, we may fairly conclude,
¢ that +% part of mankind are carried off by the
¢ Small Pox, and thefe moftly in their younger
“ years, before they can have any children. Now,
¢¢ as there is no antient difeafe that has cealed in
¢¢ latter ages, which was near fo deftrutive; the
¢ Small Pox may be juftly numbered among the
¢ caufes which have contributed to difpeople the
“ world.
 Tue Lues Venerea, or Great Pox, made its
“ firft remarkable appearance in Eurgpe, at the
“ fiege of Naples, anmo 1493. At firft it made
« great havock ; and altho’ it is not now near fo
¢ mortal as the Small Pox, yet as it frequently
¢¢ renders both fexes unfruitful, or at beft debili-
¢ tates them, fo as to make their pofterity fickly,
“ infirm, and often barren, it may be juftly quef-
¢ tioned, which of thefe difeafes have had the
« worft effects in leflening the numbers of man-
< kind., Further, it merits confideration, whe-
« ther the growing luxury of each fucceeding age
¢« does not deferve a place here, as by this, dif-
“ cafes are at the fame time rendered more fre-
¢ quent, and much lefs obedient to the ufual re-
“ medies.”
Bur

* Philofoph. Tranfact. Abrid. vol. 7. p. 613. &,
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But notwith{tanding the bad effeéts of particu-
lar difeafes, or other phyfical caufes which may
be affigned, fuch caufes alone are by no means fuf-
ficient. In order to account for the phnomenon in
a more perfet and fatisfattory manner, recourfe
muft be had to moral caufes: fuch as, 1. Diffe-
rence of religion, and of religious or moral inftitu-
tions, 2. Different cuftoms with refpect to fer-
vants and the maintenance of the poor. 3. Dif-
ferent rules of fucceflion to eftates; and the right
of primogeniture. 4. The little encouragement
given to marriage in modern times. 5. The
great number of foldiers in the ftanding armies of
Europe. 6. Tao extenfive trade, 7. Neglet of a-
griculture, 8. The different extent of antient and
modern governments. 9. The ruin of the anti-
ent ftates by the greater monarchies, efpecially by
the Roman empire. 10. And laft of all, The lofs
of that antient fimplicity which had long pre-
vailed *. Some of thefe caufes will appear to be

' more

* Some perhaps may imagine, that the greater tyranny
and oppreflion of many modern governments, is alone {uffi-
cient to account for the great depopulation of the world,

finceit cannot be doubted, that defpotick and arbitrary power
has had a baneful influence, and caufed in France, Spain, I.

taly, Greece, the Grecian Wlands, Lefer Afa, and other

countries, a fcarcity of people extraordinary, when compared

with the valt abundance of antient times. But befides this

obvious one, there muft be {ome other hidden fources of de-

cay,
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more powerful than others; but each of them, I
prefume, muft have had its influence, and all of
them together been able to produce thofe great
alterations.

Firft. Religion cannot be without its influ-
ence. It isfurely of great importance that it do not
teach any doctrines, or inculcate precepts, which
are unfriendly to fociety. Now, there have been
two great changes in religion fince the more anti-
ent times; for, inftead of Paganifm, firft Chri-
ftianity, and afterwards Mahometanifm, have been
introduced and eftablifhed. Let us confider their
different effetts.

As polygamy is an hinderance to the propaga-
tion of mankind, Chriftianity cannot have any
bad influence in this refpect: on the contrary, it
muft be profitable to fociety. Whatever ftrange
and wonderful accounts have been given of the
difproportion between males and females, and
the more numerous births of the larter in {fome
Eaftern nations ; according to the beft obfer-
vations, which have been made in the Weftern
parts, the proportion between the births of males
and females appears to be nearly equal. To pro-
vide therefore moft equally for the whole human

| race,

cay, as the former calculations make it credible, that even
the moft populous and moft flourifhing nations at prefent,
and thofe which enjoy the greateft liberty, fuch as England
and Savitzerland, are far from being fo populoys, as the
more civilized nations of antiquity, '
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race, and make all of them moft ufeful in propa-
gating, one man ought to be allowed to marry
but one woman at once. Thus polygamy, by
which many men are deprived of wives, and feve-
ral women being married to one man, become lefs
fruitful, muft have a baneful influence. Hence
Mahometanifm is pernicious in this refpect; and
if, to the influence of polygamy, we add the in-
ftitution of eunuchs for guarding the fair, and of
female flaves who affift thefe eunuchs, and feldom
matry ; this muft have no inconfiderable effect in
all thofe countries, where the Mahometan reli-
gion is eftablifhed at prefent, and where polyga-
my and eunuchs were not allowed in antient times,
This is the cafe with the more Eaftern places of
Europe, and Weftern parts of 4fia. But whatever
changes have been wrought in thofe nations which
are fituated farther to the Eaft, cannot be account-
ed for in this way, fince polygamy prevailed,
and eunuchs fwarmed in thofe countries from very
antient times.

SomE reckon the difficulty of obtaining divor-
ces, according to the Chriftian inftitution, another
hinderance of the increafe of mankind, as perfons
may be childlefs by being improperly matched,
tho’ either of them might have children in another
marriage, if divorces could be eafily obtained.
But, as there are many dangers both to parents
and children, from allowing divorces to be pro-
cured too eafily ; and as whatever lofs is fuftained

by
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by the difficulty of procuring them, is more than
compenfated by other advantages; allowing di-
vorces, merely for want of children, muft have but
an inconfiderable effe€t, as few inftances can be
fuppofed, where a married couple, pleafed in other
refpects, would feparate on this account alone.

NEeITHER ought it to be reproached to the
Chriftian religion, if any of the facred writers
fhould be found to declare, that celibacy is pre-
ferable to marriage in fome particular fituations,
fince it is certainly true: for circumftances may
be fo difcouraging, that neither of the fexes are
obliged to marry, merely from publick fpirit, and
to raife up citizens to the world.. '

Burt tho? Chriftianity, in its genuine purity, is
not unfriendly to fociety ; like the beft inftitutions,
it may be abufed, and perverted to the moft perni-
cious purpofes. It muft indeed be confeffed, that
a dangerous opinion, unfavourable ta propagation,
as if celibacy was to be preferred to marriage,
crept in very early into the Church; neither perhaps
{hall we be able to juftify every edi¢t of the Chri- .
ftian Emperors on this head ; and it has been yet
more unfortunate, that this opinion daily gained
ground. Undoubtedly the great number of un-
married priefts in all the Roman catholick coun-
tries, which make fo great a part of Ewrope, and
the multitude of women who live unmarried in
convents, and profefs perpetual virginity, foolifhly
imagining, that celibacy is a more holy ftate than

marriage,
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marriage, may juftly be accounted one of the
caufes of the fcarcity of people in all the countries
under the Pope’s dominion®. This fuperftitious
and dangerous tenet moft juftly deferves to be e-
{teemed a doétrine of thofe devils, who are the fe-
ducers and deftroyers of mankind +, and is very
fuitable to the views and defigns of a church,
which has difcovered {fuch an enormous ambition,
and made fuch havock of the human race, in or-
der to raife, eftablith, and preferve an ufurped
and tyrannical power. Befides, asf{o great a part
of the riches of every Popifh country, is in the
hands of priefts and religious houfes, this muft
hurt trade, and prevent the culture of the lands,
which cannot but have a bad effet in diminifhing
the numbers of the people.

Secondly. Another caufe of the fcarcity of
people in modern times, is the difference of anti-
¢nt and modern cuftoms, with refpect to fervants
and the maintenance of the poor.

For many ages Europe has been over-run with
vaft multitudes of beggars, and has alfo abounded

with

* It will not deftroy the force of this argument, that, in
the Popifh countries, abftinence from marriage often proceeds

rather from policy, and interefted views, than devotion ;
for as devotion is often at bottom, fo even when it is other-
wife, it is the pernicious policy of the Popith church, which
gives an opportanity to execute fuch dangerous fchemes,

e 3ok 1nl, 1V, Bt 3
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with fuch as having no fubftance of their own, cari
only fupport themfelves by daily labour. As fre-
quently neither the firft of thefe ean be comfort-
ably fupported by begging, nor the fecond by the
profits of their labour ; and few of either kind are
able to provide for more than themfelves, little
can be expected from perfons in this fituation :
for either they do not marry atall; or their mar-
riages are not fruitful ; or their children die, or
become fickly and ufelefs, through the poverty or
negligence of their parents, According to Temple-
man, there are 1,500,000 inhabitants in Scotland,
among, whom it has been computed *; that there
are no fewer than 100,000 beggars or poor people,
{upported folely at the expence of others: and if
to thefe we add the vaft multitude of the lower fort,
in different imployments, who are pinched with
poverty ; as this is the cafe almoft every where in
Europe, we may perceive one plain fource of fcar-
city of people. In antient times, things were on
a different footing. For men were either able to
{fupport themfelves, or if they fell into poverty,
became moft commonly the property of rich men
and the mafters finding their account in the num-

ber of their flaves, for cultivating their lands;
| and

* This is the computation of that worthy Patriot, and in-
genious inquirer into political inftitutions, Mr. Fletcker of Sal-
ton. See his works printed at Glafgow, 1749. p. 100,
Probably this computation is too high, as well as Temples
man's, of the whole people of Scotland.
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and working in all kinds of trades, encouraged
them to marry, and took good care of their chil-
dren, who became their property, and a valuable
part of their riches.

WeE do not mean by this to affert; either that in
the antient world none of thofe who were free, were
in ftraitned circumftances, or that all the flaves
were married, or were well taken care of. Nothing
lefs. The contrary alas! is too evident from antient
hiftory. But we may prefume; that as the fubftance
of the world was in the hands of fuch as were free,
there was a fmaller number in proportion fo poor,
as not to be able to maintain families; and that
the numerous crouds of flaves being the property
of their mafters, and ufeful to them by their Ila-
bour, they were in general tolerably well taken
care of, at leaft till they were old and ufelefs. Fur-
ther, as the marriages of their flaves muft have
been often for the advantage of the mafters; in
fuch cafes they would commonly be encouraged to
marry, and their children be taken care of, and
trained up to labour, and not to begging.

Tuis ftate of flavery is very remote from mo-
dern manners, and indeed itappears to be extremely
wretched. Undoubtedly the antient flaves were
often expofed to great feverity, cruelty, and in-
juftice.  Such a conftitution would require parti-
cular, and thefe very ftrict laws, to prevent the

‘barbarous treatment of this order of men. How-
€ver, On a more accurate examination, we fhall

M perhaps
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perhaps find, that their life was not fo miferable
as we might be apt to imagine at firft fight. In
fome ftates, particularly at Arhens, equitable laws
~were enacted for their fecurity ; they were treated
with gentlenefs and mildnefs, and allowed to ac-
quire riches, on paying a {mall yearly tribute to
their mafters ; nay, if they could fcrape together
as much as could purchafe their liberty, their ma-
fters were obliged to fet them free. Upon the
whole, they feem to have been more certain of
fubfiftence, and to have been better fed, not only
than the beggars, but even many of the day-la-
bourers, and lower order of the farmers and tradef-
men of modern times. It would be chiefly where
{laves were treated with equity and mildnefs, lived
in friendfhip with their mafters, were looked on
as a part of the family, and interefted in its wel-
fare, that this inftitution could beft ferve to render
nations populous: on the other hand, if they
were cruelly ufed, and their {pirits broken with fe-
vere bondage, they muft have been lefs fic either
for labour or propagation.

ArTer all, it is not eafy, if it be not altogether
impoffible for 2 man of humanity, to reconcile
himfelf perfeétly to the inftitution of domeftic fla-
very. With whatever particular advantages it may
be accompanied, one can fcarce ever think of it
without fenfible horror and deep compaffion. Like
too many of the barbarous and inhuman cuftoms of
the world, it is highly difgraceful to human na-

ture &
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ture: nor can it ever produce any advantages,
which might not be gained by a better and more
human policy. Gop forbid! that I fhould ever
be an advocate for flavery, ecclefiaftic, . civil, or
domeftic, on account of any accidental advanta.
ges which it may happen to produce ; yet it muft
be confefled, that confidering it only with refpect
to the phznomenon we are at prefent examining,
it feems probable, that the antient condition of fer-
vants contributed fomething to the greater popu-
loufnefs of antiquity, and that the antient {laves
were more ferviceable in raifing up people, than
the inferior ranks of men in modern times.

Wuat we have obferved on this fubjel, is
confirmed by the accounts hiftorians have given of
the prodigious number of {laves in antient times.
From Atheneus we have conjectured, that in A-
thens, where agriculture and the mechanic arts,
as well as navigation and the art of war were ho-
noured, they were thrice as many as the free citi-
zens : and we may reafonably believe, they were
more numerous in other ftates, where the free citi-
zens neglecting agriculture and mechanic arts, left
thefe to their flaves, employing themfelves wholly
in the management of public affairs, or in war,
as was the cuftom in Lacedemon 3 and accordingly
we find, that the Lacedemonians had a prodigious
number.  Herodotus relates *, that at the battle

of Platea, there were 5000 Lacedemonians, each

of
* Lib. 9. p. §87. 397.°
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of whom had {even flaves to attend him. But ’tis
needlefs to be more particular ; almoft every page
of antient hiftory demonftrates the great multitude
of flaves ; which gives occafion to a melancholy re-
flexion, that when the world was beft peopled, it
was not a world of free men, but of flaves.

Thirdly. The rules of fucceffion, and the right
of primogenitare, by which the eldeft fon, not
only of the moft opulent, buteven of the middling
and inferior families, carries off the greateft part
of the father’s eftate, that the family may be fup-
ported in grandeur and affluence, while the younger
children get but a {mall patrimony, may juftly be
accounted another caufe of the fcarcity of pebple
in modern times. ‘This was unknown in antient
times; for both Greeks and Romans divided the fa-
ther’s eftate more equally among all the children ;
nor did the antient world in general, as far as I
have been able to learn, give {o great a proportion
to the eldeft fon. This cuftom no doubt may be
accompanied with great advantages, if it be con-
fined to a few great families, who by their gran-
deur and riches may be greatly ferviceable to their
country. In a monarchy it feems to be abfolutely
neceffary 3 nay, in every fuch government, the
moft dreadful defpotifm feems unavoidable, where
there is not a fplendid nobility or gentry. But if it
‘becomes fo extenfive, as to produce a general in-
clination to raife and fupport families by fuch an
“unequal divifion of the father’s eftate, it will prove

&
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a fource of idlenefs to the eldeft, and prevent the
other fons from marrying, fince being born of the
fame parents, and educated in the fame manner,
they will naturally incline to live fomewhat on a
level with their elder brother ; which they will fel-
dom find poffible, unlefs they keep themfelves free
from the embarafiments of a family. At Fenice
the cuftom is faid to go fo far, that often only one
of the fons marries. This muft furely have a
bad effect in modern times, and make a fenfible dif-
ference between the modern and the antient world,
in which the eftate being more equally divided a-
mong the children, all of them had greater en-
couragement to marry, and were morg able to
maintain families.

Ir then we join thefe two cuftoms together, by
which the younger fons are fo often difcouraged
from marrying, and the cldeft keeps many un-
married fervants; thefe two muft caufe a fenfible
difference between antient and modern times,

Fourthly. Add to this, that there is now lefs
care taken to encourage marriage. The antients
conferred certain privileges and honours on fuch
as were married. In Greece, not to marry was
reckoned a crime 3 nor could nmrrlage in fome
cafes be delayed beyond a certain age; nay, it
was even allowed to treat barchelors. with con-
tempt. By the laws of Lycurgus, thofe who con-
tinued unmarried, were held to be infamous;

they were excluded from certain proceffions, and
- compelled



04 A Di1sSERTATION on the

compelled to march naked round the market place
in the depth of winter, finging a fong to their own
difgrace ; the younger fort were difpenfed from
paying them that reverence which they were other-
wife obliged to pay to their elders. Hence the
treatment which Dercyllidas, a man of confiderable
rank, met with from one of their youth, who, in-
{tead of rifing, and making room for him when
he came into a public affembly, told him, * You
¢« muft not expet that honour from me, when I
¢¢ am young, which cannot be returned to me by
<« 3 child of yours, when I fhall be old*.” The
antient cuftoms of Rome greatly favoured marriage.
In modern times there is a wide difference s
the laugh is often againft matrimony ; married
perfons have no privileges; and a prevailing luxury
often makes it be thought imprudent to marry at
the moft proper feafon of life: men muft firft pur-
chafe fuch an eftate, and be able to live in fuch a
manner, as they cannot often afford to do till they
are grewn old. In antient times there was a greater
{fimplicity of tafte. Ido not know if batchelors
are incapable of offices at prefent any where but in
Switzerlandt. Itis perhapsonly in that country,
where marriage is encouraged by the ftate: itis
only among the Sw:ﬁ Canram, and in Holland,
where eftates are fo equally divided among the

children,

* Plutarch in the life of Lycargus. -
+ See an account of Switzerland publithed at London 1714,

chap. 4. p- 92
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children, and thefe two countries are the beft
peopled in Europe.

Fifthly. Another caufe of the want of people, is
the great number of foldiers in modern armies, a-
mong whom there are few who marry, and by
whofe means fo many women are debauched, and
venereal diftempers {pread fo wide and {fo fatally.
This is an unhappy policy on many accounts, ad-
apted in particular to increafe idlenefs, and leflen
the numbers of the people, and is entirely different
from the policy of the moft antient ages.

Sixthly. The extenfive trade carried on between
Europe, and the moft remote corners of both the
eaftern and weftern world, feems to be another
caufe of the fcarcity of people in Europe.

THE antient commerce, even when moft exten-
five, whether carried on by the Phenicians, Car-
thaginians, or any other antient nation, was much
more confined than the trade in modern times,
fince America was difcovered by Columbus, and Vafco
de Gama failed to the Eaff Indjes around the Cape
of Good Hope. By thefe two difcoveries trade has
indeed been greatly extended, but at the fame
time a great number of Europeans have been ex-
cited to defert their native land, and fettle in di-
ftant countries, and many have been loft by long
voyages andirafficking in unwholefome climates.
Such an extenfivetrade may enrich fome particular
cities or nations ; 'yet it lfnuﬂ: help to drain Europe
in general, and muft prevent the increafe of inha-

bitants,
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bitants, in countries which have abundance of teg-
ritory at home. - Nations in this happy fituation
would often be more populous, by cultivating their
lands, and trading with lefs diftant regions, where
the climate and air mere nearly refembled their
own, and were more adapted to their particular
conftitutions. Indeed one can fcarce regard it but
as a fecret fafcination, that fo many Europe-
ans go in queft of diftant feats in America, while
the lands in Ewurope are fo poorly cultivated, and
with a proper policy might plentifully maintain a
much greater number of people,

AxtienT policy was of a very different kind,
and feems to have been far preferable. The anti-
ents did not neglect trade, but had a greater turn
to agriculture ; they traded with nations which were
not at a great diftance, and whofe climate berter
fuited their conftitutions ; but agriculture was their
chief employment, and they managed it well.

In this refpect therefore the antients had much
the advantage; among them fewer hands were
employed in trade ; trade was more confined ; a-
griculture was more encouraged, and was indeed
their principal occupation.

Seventbly. A tafte for this peaceful and rural
life, which prevailed {o much in antient times,
muft be numbered among the caufes of the great
populoufnefs of the antient world, and the decay
of this tafte among the moderns helps to account
for the prefent fcarcity of people,

It
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IT is needlefs to inquire minutely in what man-
ner the antients cultivated their lands, and who
were employed for this purpofe®; this much is
certain, that many of them made ufe of flaves,
while they themfelves had the chief overfight.
Agriculture was of old in great honour; the plow
was in the hand of the proprietor, who himfelf
took the chief direction of the tillage of his farm.
Thus the lands were wonderfully improved. Among
the moderns ’tis quite otherwife. Ruftic labour is
in little honour ; and as people of rank often de-
{pife it, the methods of culture are left to be in-
vented and brought to perfection by the mean and
the ignorant, and the expences ly upon the poor
labourer. In this firuation neither are the beft

N methods

* In the more antient and fimple times, ‘tis probable every
man cultivated his little field with the affiltance of his own
family. In after times, thofe who had acquired large pof=
feflions, fometimes fent flaves to till their lands, the charge
of whom they committed to overfeers ; at other times they fet -
out their lands to Coloni, an order of men much refembling
our farmers, who paid a certain rent. Columella determines
when it is beft to labour ground by flaves, when to fet it out
to Coloni, and gives it as his opinion, that for the moft part,
even tho' an overfeer might be carelefs, greater profits werg
to be made by the firlt than by the laft way of cultivating,
Ceeterum, cum mediocris mfyi' & Jalubritas, &F terree bonitas, nun-
quan non ex agro plus fua cuique cura reddidit, quam Coloni; nun-
quam non etiam Villici, nifi fi maxima el negligentia fervi, wel

rapacitas intervenit. On which account 'tis probable the me-
 thod of cultivating by flaves was more commonly in ufe.
Columella de re ruft, lib, 1, cap. 7.
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methods found out, nor are the labourers able to
purfue them. This muft occafion barrennefs of
lands, and greatly hinder the increafe of the people.

How much agriculture was in efteem in the
happieft times of the Greek and Roman Republics,
is evident from their hiftory. It was reckoned the
moft innocent, moft ufeful, moft pleafant, and
moft honourable employment. The greateft men
took delight in it. Thofe who commanded vitori-
ous armies, fhone in the moft auguft affemblies,
and had the chief direétion of public affairs, did not
only amufe themfelves withagriculture, but ftudied
it, and often employed much of their time in it.
In this way they fupported their families in a fimple
and frugal manner ; in this way they promoted the
intereft of their country. Sometimes thefe antient
hufbandmen have been fuddenly called from the
plow, and the tillage of their little farms, to the
command of armies, and the defence of their coun-
try ; and having vanquifhed their enemies, and
delivered the ftate from the danger which threatned
it, been crowned with laurels, and then returned
with pleafure to their rural employments.

Tn antient times, the facred plow employ'd

The Kings, and awful fathers of mankind :

And fome, with whom compar’d, your infefl-tribes

Are but the beings of a fummer’s day,

Have beld the [cale of empire, rul’d the ftorm

Of mighty war 5 then, with viforions bandy
Difdaining
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Difdaining little delicacies, feiz’d
T he plow, and greatly independent fcorn’d
All the wvile ftores corruption can befiow™,

This fimplicity of tafte continued long among the
Romans, and was only deftroyed by the ruin of their
commonwealth, and by that univerfal corruption
of manners, which was both the caufe and the ef-
fect of it. .

THis is evident from Columella, whofe ufeful work
de re ruftica, thews how much aman, wholived in
corrupted times, laments the lofs of the antient tafte,

and praifes the manners of the old Romans+.
THESE

* Thomfon's Spring,.
4+ Sola res ruftica, quz fine dubitatione proxima, & quafi
confanguinea fapientiz eft, tam difcentibus egeat, quam ma-
giftris. Adhuc enim fcholas rhetorum, &, ut dixi, geome-
trarum muficornmque, vel quod magis mirandum eft, con-
temptiflimorum vitiorum officinas gulofius condiendi cibos, &
luxuriofius fercula ftruendi, capitumque & capillorum concin-
natores non folum effe audivi, fed & ipfe vidi. Agricolatio-
nis neque doctores qui fe profiterentur, neque difcipulos
cognovi.— Quo magis prodigii fimile eft,— ut —fperneretur
genus amplificandi retinendique patrimonii, quod omni cri-

~ mine caret.

Then ke compares and prefers agriculture to the profefion of a
Joldier or lazuyer, to traffick and navigation, to putting out money
to interefl, and attendance on great men ; and then concludes,

Superelt, ut dixi, unum genus liberale & ingenuum rei fa-
miliaris augend=, quod ex agricolatione contingit. Cujus
pracepta fi vel temere ab indoétis, dum tamen agrorum pof-
fefloribus antiquo more adminiftrarentur, minus jafturz pa-
terentur res ruftice, nam induftria dominorum cum igno-

rantize



&

100 A D1sSERTATION on the

Tuese manners and this tafte for agriculture
continued among the Romans till the days of €ato
the cenfor, who endeavoured ftrenuoufly to pre-

ferve
rantiz detrimentis multa penfaret. Nunc & ipfi predia
noftra colere dedignamur, & nullius momenti ducimus peri-
tiflimum quemque villicum facere.—Qu= cum animadvertam,
fepe mecum retraftans ac recogitans, quam turpi confenfu
deferta exoluerit difciplina ruris, vereor, ne flagitiofa, &
quodammodo pudenda aut inhonefta videatur ingenuis. Ve-
rum cum plurimis monumentis fcriptorum admonear apud an-
tiquos noftros fuiffe gloriz curam rufticationis (ex qua Quin.
tius Cincinnatus obfefli confulis & exercitus liberator, ab ara-
tro vocatus ad diftaturam venerit, ac rurfus fafcibus depo-
fitis, quos feftinatius victor reddiderat, quam fumpferat Impe-
rator, ad eofdem juvencos, & quatuor jugerum avitum ha-
rediolum redierit. Ttemque C. Fabricius & Curius Denta-
tus, alter Pyrrho finibus Italiz pulfo, domitis alter Sabinis,
accepta qua viritim dividebantur captivi agri, {feptem jugera,
non minus induftrie coluerit, quam fortiter armis quzfierat,
Et ne fingulos intempeftive nunc perfequar, cum tot alios Ro-
mani generis intuear memorabiles duces, hoc femper duplici
ftudio floruiffe, vel defendendi, vel colendi patrios, quzfi-
tofve fines), intelligo luxuriz, & deliciis noftris priftinum mo-
rem, virilemque vitam difplicuiffe. Omnes enim (ficut M.
Varro jam temporibus avorum conqueftus eft) patres familiz
falce, & aratro relictis, intra mprum correpfimus, & in circis
potius ac theatris, quam in fegetibus & vinetis manus move-
mus: attonitique miramur geftus effeminatorum, quod
a natura {fexum viris denegatum, muliebri motu mentiantur,
decipiantque oculos fpeftantium. Mox deinde ut apti
veniamus ad ganeas, quotidianam cruditatem Laconicis
excoquimus, & exutto fudore fitim quzrimus, noétefque
libidinibus, & ebrietatibus, dies ludo vel fomno con-
fumimus, ac nofmetipfos ducimus fortunatos, quod nec
orieptem folem videmus nec occidentem: jtaque iftam vi-

tam
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{erve the remains of the old fimplicity and fruga-
lity, and toftop the growing corruption of his age.
Agriculture

tam focordem perfequitur valetudo. Nam fic juvenum
corpora fluxa & refoluta funt, ut nihil mors mutatura
videatur. At mehercule vera illa Romuli proles affiduis ve-
natibus, nec minus agreftibus operibus exercitata, firmiffimis
prevaluit corporibus, ac militiam belli, cam res poftulavit,
facilé fuftinuit, durata pacis laboribus, femperque rufticam
plebem prazpofuit urbanz, Nundinarum etiam conven-
tus manifeftum eft propterea ufurpatos, ut nonis tantum-
modo diebus urbanz res agerentur, reliquis adminiftrarentur
rufticze : illis enim temparibus, ut ante jam diximus, proceres
civitatis in agris morabantur, & cum confilium publicum defi-
derabatur, a villis arceflebantur in fenatum. Ex quo qui eos
evocabant, viatores nominati funt: ifque mos dum fervatus
eft perfeverantiflimo colendorum agrorum ftudio, veteres illi
Sabini, Quirites, attavique Romani, quanquaminter ferram,
& ignes hofticifque incurfionibus vaftatz fruges, largius ta-
men condidere, quam nos, quibus diuturna permittente pa-
ce prolatare licuit rem rufticam. Itaque in hoc Latio & Sa-
turnia terra, ubi Dii cultus agrorum progeniem fuam docu-
erunt, ibi nunc ad haftam locamus, ut nobis ex tranfmarinis
provinciis advehatur framentum, ne fame laboremus : & vin-
demias condimus ex infulis Cycladibus, ac regionibus Beti-
¢is, Gallicifque. Ngc mirum cum fit publice concepta, & con-
firmata jam vulgaris exiftimatio, rem rufticam fordidum opus,
& id eflc negotium, quod nullius egeat magifterio praceptoris.

And then ke proceeds to fheav awbat a wariety of ﬁnawfﬁcfgf is
neceffary to make one perfectly filled in agriculture,

Colum. de re ruftic. pref.

This pafage from Columella gives a diffinf wiew of the
tafte of the Romans both in more early and later times.

To the fame purpofe are the tawo following pafages :

Nam is demum cultiffimum rus habebit, ut ait Tremellius,
qui & colere {ciet, & poterit, & volet: neque enim fcire aut

velle,
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Agriculture was his conftant bufinefs, when not em-
ployed either in pleading caufes, or in the public
fervice; and tho’ he was fo great a man in the Ro-
man ftate, he found time to compofe a treatife on
this fubject, fome part of which has been preferved

to our times ¥, :
Tue Greeks were both pelithed and corrupted
in more early times than the Romans ; and not-
' withftanding

velle, cuiquam fatisfuerit fine fumptibus, quos exigant opera.
Columell. de veruff. lib. x. cap. 1.
Nec dubium quin minus reddat laxus ager non reéte cultus,
quam anguftus eximic. Ideoque poft reges exaftos, Licini=
ana illa feptena jugera, qua plebis tribunus viritim diviferat,
majores quaftus antiquis retulere, quam nunc nobis przbent
zmplifiima vervacta. Tanta quidem Curius Dentatus, quem
paulo ante retulimus, profpero duftu parta victoria ob exi-
miam vistutem deferente populo prazmii nomine quinquagin-
ta foli jugera, fupra confularem, triumphalemque fortunam
putavit efle. Repudiatoque publico munere, populari ac
plebeia menfura contentus fuit.— More prepotentium qui
poflident fines gentium, quos ne circamire equis quidem va-
lent, fed proculcandos pecudibus, & vaftandos, ac populandos
feris derelinquunt, Columell. de ve vuft. Uib. 1. cap. 3.

* In this little treatife, at the beginning, wwe bave the fol-
lowing paflage :

Majores noftri — virum bonum cum laudabant, ita landa-
bant, bonum agricolam, bonumque colonum. Ampliflime
laudari exiftimabatur, quiita laudabatur. Mercatorem au-
tem ftrenunm ftudiofumque rei quzrendz exiftimo, verum
{ut fupra dixi) periculofum & calamitofum. At ex agricolis
& viri fortifimi & milites ftrenuiffimi gignuntur, maximeque
pius quaftus, ftabilifimufque confequitur, minimeque invidi-
ofus : minimeque male cogitantes funt, qui in co fludio oc-
cupati {unt, |
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withftanding the greateft refinement, agriculture
was highly honoured in many of their ftates.

How much it was honoured at Atbens in the
days of Secrates, appears from Xenophon's book of
Qeconomics *, where in the perfon of Ifchomachus,
whom he introduces in converfation with Socrates,
he fets before us the manner in which many of the
Athenians lived, and how ftudious they were of
agriculture.

Nor was agriculture in much efteem among
the Grecks and Romans alone : it was {o too among
other wife and mighty nations. Xenophon relates
in the fame book what paffed between the younger
Cyrus and Lyfander, and how much Cyrus valued
himfelf on his knowledge and his practice in agri-
culture. I myfelf (fays Cyrus to Lyfander) delign-
ed and meafured out the whole garden, (meaning a
fine garden at Sardis; ) many of the plants I planted
with my own hands ; and when I'am in health, I

never
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never dine, till I have firft made myfelf fweat at fome
warlike or rural exercife. Tavre d%, & KpiriCune; iy
Jinyoupa, ten & Swnparne, St i yewpylag dud” o vy
pandpior duvayras amiyedas.  Thefe things I mention ta
you, O Critobulus, faid Socrates, becaufe the maft
fortunate and moft bappy of men cannot binder them-
felves from baving the bigheft inclination to rural
bufinefs*.

Eightbly. WE may further derive the {carcity of
people in modern times, from the extent of many
of the modern, compared with that of the antient

ftates. _
BerorE the days of Alexander the Great, and

even in fucceeding times, till the Roman empire
was eftablifhed, the weftern parts of the world con-
fifted of fmall and independent governments. Cz/far
defcribes many fuch in Gaul. Italy, Greece, the Leffer
Afia, and the African coafts, confifted of, and al-
moft all the iflands in the Mediterranean and Zgean
feas were, independent ftates of this kind, contain-
ing commonly one city, and around it a {mall ter-
ritory, that was well improved : for lands which
ly near confiderable cities, may generally be ob-
ferved to be richly cultivated. The extent of moft

of

* Tavra Toi1vr, @ Aa:u:rm-d:ﬂi, Eyw TAVTOL % J’:fg%-rlauu'm %
dirabar tsi d° avror, guran, « % EQUTEUTL RUT b e
*Ouwpi cor Tov pidpnr, GTay wep uytalin, ui TOTCTE
damvigas wpiy :'a':.n;m: N TQY TONEUINDY TP Tay '}*Ewﬁrm;r
tpywr HENST@Y, ] diel BF YE T QINOTIROUMENOS.

Xenophon. oeconomic.
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of the governments of Ewurope is much larger in
modern times. This continent was antiently di-
vided into many hundreds, perhaps fome thou-
fands, of independent governments: there are
not perhaps fifty at prefent. In confequence of this
a fmall fpot near the metropolis, or any confider-
able city, is finely cultivated, while places at a
diftance ly neglefted. From hence it evidently
appears, that ftates of fmall extent muft in a pe-
culiar manner be favourable to populoufnefs: for
the territory of fuch ftates, extending but a {mall
way round the metropolis; cannot fail to be cul-
tivated to the full,

MR. Fletcher *; while he indulged his tdfte of
inquiring into all kinds of political inftitutions 3
among thofe other fpeculations, with which he a-
mufed himfelf, propofed a {cheme, according
to which Britain might have been divided into
ten or twelve independent ftates of this kind.
Such a difpofition of things might have its advan-
tages; and in particular, as we have faid, would
produce great numbers of people. - However, the
frequent wars, contefts and divifions among the
ftates of Greece, Italy, Gaul and Spain, which made
them at length a prey to the Romans; the ftruggles
for power and dominion, with which Britain was
molefted during the Saxon heptarchy ; the many
bloody battles between the Znglih and Scots, be-
fore the union of the crowns and kingdoms, which

0 not
% P. 312, £c.
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not only deftroyed great numbers of the people, but
likewife produced an hatred between the na-
tions, may convince every impartial obferver, that
it would be not a little rafh to indanger the
liberty, peace and tranquillity we at prefent enjoy,
for any advantages which might refult from fuch
an imaginary conftitution. I would not therefore,
that what is faid above, were conftructed, as if by
it I intended to hint, it were better Britain fhould
be crumbled down into fo many {mall ftates. I
mean nothing lefs, and think it would be the
greateft degree of madnefs to exchange the prefent
happy conftitution of this country, for the moft
perfect ideal one, which imagination could deli-
neate. All I pretend is, that fuch fmall ftates
have a tendency to produce great numbers of
people ; and that the populoufnefs of antient times,
before the huge monarchies arofe, was owing in
fome degree to the fmallnefs of the antient go-
vernments.

Ninthly, THis points out another fource of the
deftruction of Europe, clofely connected with the
caufe juft now given of the phznomenon into
which we are inquiring; for the fcarcity of people
in later times feems to be not a little owing to the
ruin of the antient governments by the Roman em-
pire, and the havock the Romans made among the
{maller ftates and cities, before they could fully
eftablifth their fovereign power.

Ir we may indulge conjectures about the in-
creafe
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creafe of mankind in the more early ages, it is not
improbable, that the moft antient inhabitants of
the world peopling the earth by degrees, feized
on thofe tracts firft which were moft fertile and
moft inviting : it was thus they formed fmall fo-
cieties, and built cities, according to their diffe-
rent views and fancies, Thefe cities grew by de-
grees, mankind multiplied, and the earth might
have been well ftored with inhabitants much fooner
than is generally fuppofed; but thefe ftates would
be formed, and thefe cities built at firft, where
mankind had their firft abodes.

Now, according to the traditions of moft na-
tions, mankind made their firft appearance in the
Eaft ; and according to facred hiftory, a fingle
pair was formed by the creating hand of Gop,
and placed in Eden, to be the parents of the hu-
man race. Thus the whole country around the
primaval feat of man would be firft peopled. Af-
ter the deluge, the pofterity of Noab growing daily
more and more numerous, would by degrees remove
themfelves from their original abode, which appears
alfo to have been in the Eaft; then they would
fpread themfelves over the reft of the adjacent
countries ; and perhaps it would be long ere they
. would chufe to defert the fertile plains of A/,
and go in queft of unknown, uncultivated, and
perhaps barren habitations.  But their growing
numbers would at laft reduce them to this necef-
fity. Some of them would then tranfport them-

felves_
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felves into Europe, others go towards Africa, and
lay a foundation for peopling the Weft. So that
Europe and Africa, according to this account,
muft only have been pecpled fome time after the
peopling of the Eaft. Hence whatever progref-
fions in' government, and whatever changes in the
fituation of human affairs, are, from the nature of
man, and the gradual courfe of things, moft like-
Iy to have happened, and to have fucceeded each
other gradually, muft from this account be fup-
pofed to have happened firft in the Eaft. Thus
mankind would here firft form themfelves into
thofe fmall focieties or ftates I fpoke of. And
even before Europe, and the weftern parts were
fully peopled, while they were as yet only divi-
ding themfelves into ftates of the fame kind, fome
ambitious and turbulent nation of 4/iz might have
already raifed its views, aimed at general ‘empire,
and perhaps accomplifhed its defigns. ‘This is
exactly agreeable to the accounts of hiftorians,
who every where talk of great empires that were
eftablifhed in the Eaft in the moft early times.
And from hence it is probable, that the great 4/~
fyrian, Babylonian, Median and Perfiaz empires had
iwallowed up, and been formed on the ruins of
the fmall ftates of A/iz; and that not only Europe,
but alfo Afia, was beft peopled before the efta-
blifhment of great monarchies.

Bur at this time, when monarchs domineered
in the Eaft, we read anly of fmall ftates in Ez-

rope s
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rope 5 for thefe ftates had had but juft time to form

themfelves, and none had arifen to afpire at uni-
verfal dominion. However in a few years the fate
of this part became the fame with that of the
eaftern part of the world. Rome arofe, and by
the havock and deftruction of the other ftates, ob-
tained the empire of the Wett.

From this account of the gradual peopling of
the world, and its formation into {mall ftates, it
appears probable, that there was a point of time,
when at leaft Europe was better peopled than it has
ever been fince, or fhall ever be hereafter, unlefs
fome mighty revolution produces unforefeen chan-
ges: to wit, when it was moft replenifhed with
{mall ftates, and thefe ftates had had {ufficient time
to improve their lands: for hiftory affures us,
that the greateft part of Europe did once actually
confift of fuch fmall ftates *.

It cannot indeed be determined with precifion,
in what age this point of time fhould be placed: in

fuch

* The wars and ftruggles for power and dominion, which
might happen to arife between them, would perhaps be nei-
ther fo frequent, nor fo dangerous in the moft early times,
- and of courfe could not prevent the increafe of mankind fo
much as, at firft fight, may be fuppofed ; for while great
trafts of the earth remained unoccupied, and it was eafy to
find convenient habitations withoat fighting, as moft men na-
turally love eafe, and would rathier purchafe what they want
without than with danger, ’tis probable that wars would be
more deftructive fometime after the world was well reple-

nifhed with inhabitants, and there was lefi empty room for
new-COmers,
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fuch matters there muft be a latitude : one coun-
try flourithes, while another decays, and countries
by turns either increafe or are diminifthed. This
much feems certain, that we ought not to place
fuch a point of time in the moft early ages,
as before the fiege of 7oy, but rather in an af-
ter-age, when cities and ftates had got time to cul-
tivate their lands, and improve their whole terri-
tory.

Now, by the common chronology, there paf-
{fed from the fiege of Troy to the building of Rome,
about 430 years, and near as many from the
building of Rome to the overthrow of the Perfian
empire by Alexander the Great :  during fome part
of this period, it feems probable, that many of
the countries of Ewrope and Afia were better
peopled than afterwards, and, in general, were in-
creafing in people. How long this might have
continued, fuppofing no univerfal monarchy to
have been eftablithed, cannot be determined: it
feems evident, that, after the building of the am-
bitious and turbulent city of Rome, a ftop was put
to the increafe of many of the ftates of Zzaly, by
the continual wars and deftruction caufed by that
haughty and ufurping republic *; and that from

the

* Tho' the former wars of the {maller independent ftates
of Greece, and other antient nations, could not but prevent
{uch a {peedy increafe of mankind, as would otherwife have
happened in confequence of antient manners ; yet thefe wars

WEre
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the beginning of the firt Pumic war, which

happened only about fixty years after the death of

Alexander, many countries in Europe, Afiz and A-

frica, began to decay by the continual inroads of
the Romans, who plundered their provinces, razed
their cities, and put to death fo many thoufands,
nay millions of people: nor could ever thefe na-
tions recover their antient vigour, their {pirits be-
ing broken, and their moft generous efforts pre-
vented, or defeated by Roman oppreflion. Thus
inftead of growing more populous, the world
declined under the Roman yoke, till by the in-
roads and conquefts of the Gozbs, and other barba-
rous and uncivilized nations, ignorant of induftry
and agriculture, it was ftill more miferably dif-
trefled. And, by an almoft total ruin of antient

manners and cuftoms, and the introduétion of o-

thers, not fo well calculated for the increafe and

improvement of fociety, the neceffary confequence

of thefe inroads, the weftern parts of the world,

which had been well cultivated in antient times,
. were greatly reduced, and have never been able to
. regain their antient ftrength and fplendor.

IT will not be neceflary to illuftrate at great
length the oppreffion by the Romans,and the dread-
ful havock they made in every country which they
invaded., This is evident from the whole of their

hiftory.

~ were but fkirmithes, and the effe& of them inconfiderable,

in comparifon of the more dreadful devaftation by the Re.
mans,
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hiftory. We need only produce two examples,
and take notice of the ruin they brought on the
Sammites and their allies within ffaly; and of the
manner in which they abufed the Epirots, for their
joining with Perfeus king of Macedon. Thefe are
dreadful {cenes of their hiftory ; but in many other
cafes they exercifed their power with great feverity.

Durinc the war with the Sammites, they not
only killed very great armies in the field, but
even put the inhabitants of whole cities to the
fword. = Thus they treated Aufona, Minturne,
Vefcia and Luceria, deftroying, as Livy exprefies
it, the whole nation of the Aufones*, tho’ they
were only fufpected to favour the Sammites. They
almoft extirpated the nation of the Zgui, over-
run and laid wafte their whole country, and took
forty one of their cities, moft of which they razed
and burnt +. After this, two confular armies ra-
vaged, and entirely depopulated the whole coun-

try

* Tria oppida (Aufona, Minturnz & Vefcia) eadem ho-
ra, codemque confilio capta. Sed, quia abfentibus ducibus
impetus eft fatus, nwlles modus cadibus fuit ; deletaque Aa-
fonum gens, vix certo defetionis crimine, perinde ac fi in-
ternecivo bello certaffet,~——Lucerini ac Samnites ad interne-

cionem cxfi.
Liv. lib. 9. cap. 235. 26,

+ Ad fingulas urbes circumferendo bello, wnum &
guadraginia oppida intra dies quinquaginta omnia oppugnan-
do ceperunt ; quorum pleraque dirute atque incenfa, nomen-
que ZEquorum prope ad internecionem deletom.

Lizw. b, 9. cap. 45.
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try of Sammiam, wafting it for five months. Du-
'ﬁng this time one of the confuls moved his camp
forty five,” and the othef eighity fix times, leaving
every where fignal monuments of ruin and
deftruétion® ;  and, continuing their devaftations,
they at length forced the darmy of the Samnites to
fly to Etruria: upon which they immediately at-
tacked their cities; and in a few months plundered
Murgantia; in which they took 2100 Samnites 3
Romulea;in which they killed 2300, and took 6000
prifoners 3 Ferentinum, in which they killed 3000 3
and during the courfe of this war, they made
themfelves mafters of Milioniay killing 3200, and
- taking 4200 prifoners s Amiternum, killing almofk
2800; and making 4270 prifoners; Duronia,
much of the fame ftrength s Cominium, where
4380 were killed, and 15,400 furrendered them-
felves prifoners. This city and Aquilonia they
plundered and butnt in one day. They took like-
wife Volana, Palumbinums and Herculancum, in
which three cities 10,000 were killed, or made
prifoners ;- as allo Sepiuum, where they killed
7400, and took 3000 prifoners. In thort, during
their war with the Sammnites; which lafted about
half a century, the Roman Generals triumphed
twenty four times, and fo entirely fubdued the
country of Samnium, and deftroyed the very ruins
of its cities, that, according to Florus-ty Sammi-

B U

[0 ® Ligy, lib. 10. cap. 15. 17. 34. 39. 43. 44. 4.
+ Lib..1. cap. 16, .
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um in ipfo Samnio requiratur 5 mec facile appareat
materia quatuor &5 viginti triumphorum. =

. As an example of what they did without the
bounds of Italy, we need only refleft on their cruel
order to Paulus Lmilius, to plunder and deftroy
the cities of Epirus: in obedience to which he
feized whatever was moft valuable, ‘and, referving
it for the public trealury at Rome, 'gave all that
remained as plunder to his army; befides, he
made 150,000 perfons flaves, and difmantled
feventy cities*. < Thus the exorbitant power and
over-grown empire of the Romans, as well as the
means employed to raife both to fo prodigious an
height, contributed greatly to the ruin of the
world. - Indeed this muft always be the confe-
quence of too extenfive governments.

Tenthly. ~WE may view in another light the
mighty change wrought on the world by the con-
quefts of Alexander the Great, and his fucceffors,
and afterwards by the Roman empire ; as fuch over-
grown governments deftroyed fimplicity of tafte and
manners, and introduced a degree of luxury unknown
to more antient ages, which helped gradually and
infenfibly to diminifh the number of mankind.

Ir we confider the ftate of the antient world,
while governments were fmall, before fo ma-
ny arts, merely ornamental, had been invented ;
mankind, we fhall find from the accounts of
hiftorians, lived in a fimple and frugal man-

ner,

* Liv. lib. 45. cap. 34. & Plutarch, in Paul, ZEmil.
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per, and were employed - chiefly in agriculture,
and the neceffary arts of life; equality obtained in
a great meafure; and even when the fortunes of
particular perfons happened to be unequal, fimpli-
city in general prevailed both among high and
low. There was little grandeur, fumptuoufnefs,
or operofe workmanthip in their equipages, cloaths,
or tables, in refpect of that which was introduced
pnder the great monarchies, . This frugal and
fimple manner of living continued long ; it was
not banifhed at once, but decayed gradually, as
luxury and a falfe tafte prevailed. During the
per-iud of 8oq years, from the fiege of Z7oy to
the conquefts. of Alexander the Great, even af-
ter the finer arts of painting, fculpture and archi-
teCture had attained the greateft perfeftion, much
of the antient fimplicity and fobriety remained in
other refpeits, and was chiefly deftroyed by that
corruption of tafte which was introduced by the
greater monarchies. Till they arofe, the changes
of manners were much {lower ; but fo foon as fuch
mighty empires were raifed, falfe refinements,
‘and extravagant fumptuouinefs {uddenly over-run
the world ; and beginning at courts and palaces,
made rich by oppreflion, they {pread by degrees
to places more diftant, till at length the infe&tion
growing univerfal, a tafte for all kinds of expen-
five ornaments increafing continually, and the
great-people requiring {o much attendance, a much
greater number in proportion applied themfelves

to
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to arts merely ornamental, fewer to agriculturg
and neceffary occupations. In confequence of this,
great trats of land being lefi uncultivated everjr
where ; food, and all the neceffaries of life, became
{carce and dear. Thls again prevented marmge,
as many would not chdofe to fubject themfelves
to the incumbrance of a fgmii}r, but would rather
plunge into debauchery and irregular amours.  Be-
fides, the greater monarchies raifing high taxes, and
opprefiing the more diftant parts under their ju-
rifdiGion, multitudes would leave thefe diftant
provinces, and take up their refidence near the
center of the government : their not being married,
would make this more eafy : the magnificence and
fplendor, thows and diverfions, exceffes and de-
baucheries of the courts of princes, would allure
vaft numbers. By all thefe methods, the world
daily declined in temperance, frugality and vir-
tue, and of courfe the people were continually di-
minithed, tho’ after a manner {o flow as was hardly
to be perceived. ~ Nor indeed has the world ever
recovered the antient tafte of frugality and fimpli-
city, but is either barbarous, and in a great mea-
fure deftitute of arts and agriculture, or cﬂrruptad
by luxury and falfe refinements.

Tue natural progreffion from fimplicity to re-
finement, and from that to luxury, would take
l:ilac-: in fmall ftates, as well as in extenfive mo-
narchies ; but in the latter, the fucceflive changes
would follow each other more qmck]y, at the fame

Elmf'.
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time that luxury would be carried to a greater
height than in the former, Thus in the falfe refine-
ments and extravagancies of fuch over-grown mo-
narchies, we may fee one confiderable caufe of the

ruin of the world.
AuvL this may be illuftrated by what we find re-

corded in hiftory concerning the fmalinefs of e-
ftates among the Romans, even in the later times
of their commonwealth. When Rome was built*,
a Roman family was decently maintained upon
two jugera, or 13 Englyh acres. Plutarch + re-
lates, that when Appius Claufus left the Sabines, and
retired to Rome, he brought along with him 5000
Sabine families, to each of which the Romans gave
twa plethra of ground, and twenty five to Appius
himfelf. If the plethrum was equal to the jugerum,
as fome think 1, each family had 11 Englifh acres,
and Appius about fifteen : but if the plethrum was
only 10,000 feet fquare, it was not the half; for a
jugerum contained 28,800 feet {quare: if, ac-
cording to others, it was only 1444 feet fquare, it
was much lefs. In the year of Rome 292, Lucius
Quintius Cincinnatus the ditator had only four ju-
gera, or 23 acres|. The famous Attilius Regu-
: | lus,
* Plin, nat. hit. lib. 18. cap. 2.
t In the life of Poplicola.
T See drbuthnof’s tables of antient coins, &¢. chap. 8.
Valerius Maximus, lib. 4. cap. 7.
- He had feven at firlt, but loft three of them by a fine,
fo 'Jl?qn_,}; only remained ; yet according to Valerius Maxirus, Ex
: : : : ' quatucr
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lus, in the time of the firlt Carthaginian war,  had |
only feven jugera, or 41 acres*. . It is recorded,
that Mawnius Curius Dentatus, who was conful about |
the year of Rome 463, faid, he was a dangerous
citizen, who was not contented with feven jugera +.
This had been the quantity allotted to the Pledes,
after the kings had been expelled: and if their
confuls' and dictators long afterwards had no
greater quantity, douhtlefs this was reckoned a de-
cent allowance. However, as the love of riches crept
in, and increafed gradually, many without doubg
became avaritious, and pofiefled greater eftates,
This occafioned the law enaéted under the tribune-
thip of Licinius Stole, about the year.of Reme 378,
that none fhould poflefs abave 500 jugera, or a-
bout 312 Englifh acres. Now, when the Roman
confuls and ditators had only fo fmall a piece of
ground, which they laboured with the help of their
{laves, and often with their own hands : this fhews
in what a frugal and fimple manner they muft
have lived; how few arts there muft have been
merely ornamental ; and how eafly it muft have
been to fupport a family. In fuch a dictator’s or

: conful’s

guatuor jugera aranti, non folum dignitas pairis familia conflitit,
fed etiam diftatura delata ¢ff. This circumftance is likewife ob=
ferved by Pliny. Nat. hift. lib. 18. cap. 3.

* Val, Max. lib. 4. cap. 6.’
4 Plin. nat. hift. lib. 18. cap. 3.
_ 3 Ibid. See alfo Liwy, book 6. chap. 35,
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conful’s family, we may reckon the hufband and
wife, two or three children, and aflave or two, or
perhaps more, as {laves were very numerous. A
Roman family therefore, which had not above feven
jugera, or 4: Englifb acres, to maintain them,
might confift of feven perfons or more, and had
lefs than an acre, often perhaps not more than
half an acre for each in the family. But, according
to Templeman’s calculations, the eight millions of
inhabitants of England have very near thirty two
millions of acres to fupport them, or four acres
per head. The Roman territory therefore muft
have been four times as populous as England : nor
can any ftate be faid to be populous, wherethereare
great tralts of land uncultivated, and where great
cttates go to the maintaining of a few, who, not-
withftanding, through the luxury of the times, may
ftand in need of fo many ornaments, that it is
often with difficulty they can purchafe the neceffa-
ries of life: whereas among the Romans, the ne-
ceflaries of life being all they wanted, a fmall
piece of ground furnithed a family with abun-
dance: hence their territory in general was more
populous than England, in proportion to the {maller
extent of ground, which was allotted for the fup-
port of the fame number of perfons.
~ Nort only among the Romans, but alfo among
the antients in general, there was a great fimpli-
city of tafte and manners; the great expence
arofe
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arofe from food; the generality of the people wanted
fewer. ornaments, and could fupport themfelves,
and maintain families murc ealily, than the bulk
of mankind at prefent: nor did this arife from
fcarcity of money, but from the abundante of pro-
vifions; and from the cuftoms of the times, which
made ornaments much lefs ncccffar}f ‘ |
WitnouT defcending into a tedious and part:—-

cular difcuffion of the fubjec; I fhall only take
notice at prefent of fome paflages of authors;
which fhew, thgtf in antient times there was a great,
difproportion between the prices of neceffaries and
thofe of things p'rh_amﬁntal . that while the 'lat_ter'_
were very high, the former were very low 3 and that
even in times of luxury, and great plenty of mo-
ney, food and the common neceffaries of life

might have been purclm{éd at a very low rate:
In the more early times, during the Affyrian;
Babylonian, Median and Perfian empires, there
was great pomp in many of the countries in 4/ia,
and filver and gold were more plentiful than in
Lfrapﬁ Thﬂ courts of the Afiatic monarchswere ve-
Iy fpicndld ~ Softnefs, delicacy,and luxury reigned
in their capital cities. Thus the Perflan emperors
lived in mighty grandeur, and had great treafures
of gold and filver in their dominions. The magni-
ficence with which Xerves invaded Greece; the de-
licacy and fumptuous methods of living, which
appeared among the governors, and many of the
fubjects of the Perfian empire ; the great fums ex-
pended
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pended on their numerous fleets and armies; and
remitted to bribe and to divide the Grecian {tates
efpecially the vaft riches, which fell into the hands
of Alexandér the Great, when he overthrew the Per-
Jfian empire; plainly demonftrate, how much mo-
ney abounded in the Eaft.

During this period; the Greeks, ftalians, and
feveral other nations of Ewrepe did not want a
good deal of money, tho’ indeed it feems to have
been fcarcer than in Afie. Authors make early
mention of very great fums; and while the moft
neceflary provifions were very cheap, fuch things
as were only ornamental gave a good price.

Tue taking of Trey by the Greeks was a very
antient event: even according to Sir Ifaac
Newron's chronology; which places it almoft 300
years lower than the common account, it was more
than 300 years before the reign of Cyrus; yetin
this antient age, as we may f{ee from Homer, both
filver and gold abounded, and many fine arts and
manufatures had been introduced into Greece and
the neighbouring countries ; and it is reafonable
to prefume, they would be on the growing hand,
till the days of Alexander the Great. But through
all this period, and long afterwards, a great deal of
the antient fimplicity remained; and the common
neceflaries of life might have been eafily pur-
chafed.

- Sovrow, the Athenian lawgiver, was Archon at
Atbens more than 250 years before the reign of

Q_ Alexander
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Alexander 3 yet there were many rich citizens in
Athens in his time, to whom great fums of money
were owing by the poorer fort. When he was called
to fettle the ftate, and had actually difcharged the
debts, he himfelf loft by it, according to fome,
five talents, or 968 /. 15s. Sterling: according to
others, 15 talents, or 2906/ 5s5.% I cannot
find he was among the richeflt citizens. Plutarch
feems rather to be of opinion, that his family was
poor, and that his eftate had been much leffened
by his father. *T'is at leaft probable there were many
richer citizens, and that many loft more than So-
lon at this time. Plutarch takes notice, that while
Solon was devifing fchemes for difcharging the
debts of the Athenians, fome of his intimate friends
knowing that he did not intend to make any alte-
ration in the divifion of lands, borrowed great fums
of money from rich men, with which they pur-
chafed fome large farms : it feems, notwithftand-
ing thedebts already contracted, there was ftill much
money to be lent. Now, fuch confiderable debts
fthew the Athenians did not want money in thofe
early ages; yet we fhall find, that at this time
the prices of cattle and of corn were very low.
Accorping to Plutarch, the price of a fheep in
Selow’s time was a drachma, or {even pence three
farthings Sterling, and the price of an ox five
drachme, or three fhillings two pence three far-
things.
- Hs

# Plutarch. in Solon.
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He obferves, that the poorer citizens tilled the
lands of the rich, and paid them one fixth part of
the produce. This would be reckoned in many
cafes a cheap rent among us, and fhews how eafily
a poor man might live by cultivating lands.

Corn at that time was valued at a drachma the
medimnus *, which contained nearly an Engli/h bu-
thel and an haif'; {o the Englifb quarter coft only
three fhillings and feven pence .

WHEN a woman went out of town, fhe was re-
ftricted in her provifions to the expence of an obo-
lus, or one penny 15 farthings Sterling.

Soron was obliged to reftrain, by fumptuary
laws, many abufes and pieces of extravagance
that had crept into the ftate : it was not therefore
fcarcity of money which occafioned the cheapnefs
of provifions.

Tue age of Solon was illuftrious in many re-
fpects. He was contemporary with Crefus king of
Lydia, a country at no great diftance from Greece,
whofe court at Sardis was remarkably fplendid,
whofe riches have even become a proverb, and

who notwithftanding his great conquefts in A/fis
Minor,

* See Plutarch in Solon.

+ 1 calculate according to the Medimnus Georgicus, at which
rate the Scarch peck would have coft about 1§ pence Sterling,
and the boll not more than half a crown, which fhews the
plenty of provifions, and how eafily the lower fort of the
people could maintain families.

N B. Inall the following computations, the Seotch mea-
fure is to be underftood of the Linlithgow barley meafure.
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Minor, in which there were many Greek cities,
ftudied to preferve the friendfhip of the Greeks in
Europe, fent rich prefents to their temple at Del-
phos*, and was much interefted in the affairs of
Greece.  Now when riches abounded fo much, and
there were {o many great and fplendid Greek cities
in Affa, can we imagine that Greece itfelf was

“poor ?
Frowm the Archonfhip of Solsz to the battle of

Marathon, there were about 100 years; from the
battle of Marathon to that of Leuéira, about 116
and from thence to the reign of Alexander 38.
This was an illuftrious period, in which arms,
arts, learning and commerce flourithed in Greece
and the neighbouring iflands. Great fums of mo-
ney are mentioned, and high prices are recorded
by hiftorians to have been given for things merely
ornamental, while the prices of neceffaries appear
to have been wonderfully law.

Prutarcu relates, that after the battle of Pla-
tea, the Grecks, before they divided the fpoils, fet
apart 8o talents, or 15,500/ Sterling, for building
a temple, and ereCling a ftatue to Minerva: the
Plateans built the temple, and adorned it with pi-
ctures, which retained their original beauty in the
age of Plutarch. This wasaconfiderable fum, and
fhews, that the Greeks, in thofe farl}r times, had
an idea of magnificent and expenfive works 5 yet
obferve at the fame time, that when it was left to

Ariftides

* Hered. lib. 1. d

+ In t'._hc life of Ariftides.
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Apriftides to tax the Grecian {tates, in order to main-
tain a conftant war againft the Perfians, he taxed
them only at the rate of 460 talents, or 89,125/
Sterling. With this inconfiderable fum, an army
of 10,000 foot, 1ooo horfe, and poo fhips of
war were to be fupported. Now, fuppofing 100
in each fhip (tho’ the antient thips of war had
often many more) each man and horfe will not
have three pence for daily maintenance, tho’ no-
thing be allowed for other neceffary expences of
fuch an army and navy. This fhews how little
was thought fufficient for purchafing the neceffaries
of life. |
- Tae {ame conjeture may be formed from the
account which Plutarch* gives of the generofity
of the Trwzenians, who, by a public decree, or-
dered the parents, wives and children of thofe A-
thenians, who had generoufly left their city, and
betaken themfelves to their thips, during the AMe-
dian war, to be maintained at the public charge ;
for this purpofe they diftributed daily two oo/ to
each of them, or two pence 2} farthings Sterling,
More than 50 years aiter this, about the end
of the Peloponnefsan war, the {feamen in the Grecian
fleets had only three odo/i, or lefs than four pence
a day+t. The Lacedemonians indeed gave four obol,
which is almoft 5% pence. But this was not ne-
eeflary 5 and the Lacedemonians did it only to en-

courage

* PIut:ur_ch. in Themiftocl,
+ Idemin Alcibiad, -
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courage them, as the money they received from
Cyrus enabled them eafily to bear the expence,

PrurarcH * takes notice, that two women, ve-
ry nearly related to Ariftides, when they were poor,
had but half a drackma, or about 3} pence, a day
allowed them out of the public treafury for their
{ubfiftence : indeed afterwards this allowance was
doubled. At any rate this was a {mall matter for
perfons of their rank, if neceffaries had not been
got almoft for nothing,.

SocrATES fays to Critobulus +, that he believed,
if he was to fell his houfe with all he had, and
could make a good bargain, he might get five
mine for it, or 16/, 25, 114d. So poor was Socra-
¢es. He was indeed reckoned poor at that times
yet he fays in the {fame paflage, that he could {up-
ply himfelf plentifully with all the neceffaries of life,
We may be apt perhaps to attribute this to the
moderation of fo great a man, and the willingnefs
of his friends to affift him ; but we ought to con-
fider at the fame time, that fuch a reprefentation
had been improper, if both houfes and living had
not been very cheap at Athens.

Ir we confider the fituation of the Roman affairs,
we fhall find, that during the fame period, thatis,
from the days of Targuin the elder, until a little
after the death of Camillus, a fmall portion of

ground was {ufficient to maintain very good fami-
lies
3

* In the life of Ariflides.
4 Xenophon oecconom,
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lies, and that the prices of neceflaries were very
low ; nay, that long afterwards, when Jta/y had
grown very rich, there was ftill a great difpropor-
tion between the prices of neceffaries and thole of
ornaments ; and that there was fuch plenty of
provifions, as gave great encouragement to marry.

In the life of Valerius Poplicola, Plutarch gives
account of the prices of theep and oxen. A fheep
was valued at ten oboli, or very near thirteen
pence Sterling, and an ox at ten times the fum, or
ten fhillings ten pence. Poplicols died about the
time of the battle of Marathon : hence it is pro-
bable, that provifions were much about the fame
price at this time, both in Zaly and Greece.

In the manners of the elder Cato, who was con-
temporary with Scipio Africanus, we may fee the
frugal laborious life of the more antient Romass
how little they ftood in need of, and of courfe at
how {mall an expence they might fupport families.
Plutarch relates *, that even while he was General
or Conful, he never wore cloaths which coft more
than 100 drachme, or 3l 4s. %d. Sterling ; and
that the provifions for his table at dinner never
coft more than 30 derdpiz, much about two fhil-
lings.

Bur notwithftanding the cheapnefs of living,
and the low prices of what was neceffary for the
bulk of men, there was much money at this time

both

* In Cat, Cenfor,
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both in Greece and ltely ; for ornaments, delica-
cies and curiofities often gave a great priee.
Avcteiapes got with his wife a fortune of
20 talents, or 3845/, Sterling 3 he had a favourite
dog, which coft him y0 mine, or 2261 Sterling*.
‘TruucipipEs introduces Pericles acquainting the
Athenians, at the beginning of the Peloponne-
Jian war, that their allies contributed yearly 600
talents 1 of taxes, or 116,250/, 5 that at that time
there were 6000 talents of coined money in their
caftle, or 1,162,500/ 3 that there had beenin it
not long before 9700 talents, or 1,879,375/ ;
but that 4000 talents, or 775,000/ had been {pent
upon the gates of their caftle 1, and other buildings,
together with what was fpent upon the expedition
to Potidea 3 that the uncoined gold and filver of
the public and private donations, and - the facred
veflels for their proceflions and exereifes, the Me-
dian fpoils, and other things of the fame nature,
could not be valued at lefs than zo0 talents, or
66,875/, 3 that there were great riches in their
temples; and that the ftatue of their goddefs
weighed about 40 talents of pure gold |\.
THaT

* Platarch. in Alcibiad.

4+ Thueidid. lib. 2. cap. 13.

T Ta mpomuraic Tii¢ axpOTINEWE,

| This was the ftatue of Minerva, made by the celebrated
Phidias. Now, reckoning gold to filver, as 10 to 1, which
was the antient proportion, the gold of this ftatue was 77,500
/. but if we reckon according to the modern proportion of
16 to 1, it was much more valuable,
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Tuar the Athenians had 10,000 talents in their
treafury, at the beginning of the Peloponnefian
war, is confirmed by Ifocrates*, who obferves al-
fo, that Pericles brought into it 8oco talents,
befides what was deftined for facred ufes; and
that the Perfians had given the Lacedemonians
5000 talents to maintain the war againft the Arbe-
niansy.

Hevrioporus, as quoted by Swidas|, relates,
that the caftle of Athens was completed in five
years, had five gates; and coft 2012 talents, or
389,825/

DemosTHENES fays, that the revenues of Athens
were once 130 talents, or25,187/. 105, Sterling** ;
that afterwards they amounted to 400 talents, or
27,500/, And Xenophon ++ calculates, that at
the beginning of the Peloponnefian war, they were
1000 talents, or 193,750/.

THe fame Xemopbon after the retreat of the
10,000, fold his herfe for 50 Darics, a gold coin,
reckoned worth 1/ 12s. 33d. According to
which computation he got for his horfe 8o/ 145

R 9d.

* Ifocrat. de pace, p. 287,

4+ Ibid. p. 302.

Be % 1w u’xﬁ&:sm.:r cin’:rt;rxir CRTARIC xXina ﬁrrimrm,
xm_p}; Ty Iilp:.';r.

1 Ibid. p. 295.

| Suidas in voce 7pemuraua,

** Philippic. 4.

41+ Anabaf. lib. 7.
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9 d. *. But this was an inconfiderable price, when
compared with that which Alexander gave for Bu-
cephalus, during his father’s life, viz. 13 talents,
no lefs than 2518/, A great price indeed 1 !

Tre elder Tarquin is faid to have laid out upon
the foundation of the Capitol 40,000 litre of fil-
ver, or 109,284/ 1.

AFTER thefe examples, and fo plain documents
of the great fums of money, and high prices of
things merely ornamental among the Greeks and
Romans, it can {carce be {uppofed, that the cheap-
nefs of living, and the low prices of the moft com-
mon food, were occafioned by fcarcity of money :
’tis more probable this arofe from that vaft plen-
ty of neceflaries, which proceeded from hence,
that fo great a proportion of the people applied
themfelves to pafturage and agriculture.

But what I fhall obferve immediately, will go
near to be decifive. ’Tis certain, that even after
the fecond Punic war, and the conquefts of Sicily
and Macedonia, when there was furely great plen-
ty of money in Italy, the neceflaries of life were
extremely cheap; nay, even inthe time of the
emperors, when riches flowed from all quarters,
when luxury rofe to the higheft pitch at which per-
haps it ever arrived, and when the Romans were
giving extravagant prices for trifles and delicacies,
common provifions, which were neceflary for the

bulk
* Anabaf. lib. 7.
+ Plutarch. in Alexand.

1 Plutarch. in Poplicola.
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‘bulk of the people, were not proportionally dear.
This cannot well be accounted for, unlefs they
were in very great plenty.

AccorpING to Polybius, the Sicilian medimnus of
wheat was even in his time fold commonly, in
fome parts of Italy, for four oboli ; the fame quan-
tity of barley for two oboli 5 the metretes of wine
for the fame price. Now, if the medimnus Siculus
did not differ much from the medimnus Atticus
Georgicus, it contained more than fix Englih, or
four Scotch pecks; that is, fix Englifh pecks of
wheat were fold for 5;&: Sterling 5 fix Englifh pecks
of barley for half as much; and more than ten
Englifh gallons of wine for the fame low price,
Such being the ftate of the cafe in the age of Pojy-
bius, when there was no {carcity either of men or
money, this fhews the prodigious abundance of
common food. At this rate the Englifh quarter of
wheat would coft but half-a-crown, the quarter of
barley but fifteen pence, and the Scotch boll lefs
than one fhilling Sterling. ‘This brings the prices
lower than in the days of Selon; and proving too
much, may perhaps be thought to prove nothing;
or at leaft, it may be imagined, that the mea-
fures are not exattly known. But what Polybius
adds, will ferve to obviate this objection, and
fhew, that at any rate we cannot be much miftaken:
for he obferves further, that there was {uch plenty
of provifions in the north of I#aly at that time, thar
a traveller was well entertained in an inn with all

neceflaries
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neceffaries he wanted, and feldom paid more than
the quarter of an ebolus, lefs than one third of 2
penny Sterling *. How cheap and abundant muft
provifions have been, and how eafily might a fa-
mily be maintained in fuch a fituation! And how
eafily might a family be maintained ftill, what a
prodigious quantity of food might be raifed, and
how cheap would provifions be in Britain, were
all or the greateft part of thofe, who are at pre-
fent employed in procuring ornaments, as indu-
ftrious in raifing grain, and breeding cattle, as
they are in providing toys, and adminiftring to
luxury !

Frowm the days of Polybius, the Romans increafed
in power and riches: and, during the reign of Au-
guftus, and for fome time afterwards, riches and
luxury came to the greateft height ; the moft ex-
travagant prices were paid for delicacies; and the
rich lived at an expence unknown to modern
ages ; of which I fhall give a few examples from
Arbutbnet’s tables of antient coins, &,

In thofe times many of the Romans were im-
menfely rich.

Aricius was worth 807,291/, 135 44.

Crispus, a Burgher of Vercelles, 1,614,583/,
6s. 8d.

Marcus Crassus was worth the fame fum.

DemeTRrIUS, a lbertusof Pompey, 4000 talents,
or 775,000 4

Parras, a libertus of Claudius, 2,421,875 L.

SENECA
* Polybius, Parifiis, ;609, folio, lib. z, p. 103,
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' Sexeca the philofopher in four years made
| 421,895 L 7 '
. LentuLus the Augur was worth 3,229,166 L
135. 44d. |
C. Cxzcirivs Isroporus, altho’ he had loft
. much in the civil war, left by will 4116 flaves,
3600 yoke of oxen, of ather cattle 257,000, and
in ready money 484,375
Pomponius ATtticus got from his  father
16,1451 163s. 84.
TrE patrimony of Cato Minor was 19,375 /.
Servius, in Kirgil’s life, fays, he was worth
80,729/ 35 44d.
Cicero’s effects muft have been confiderable :
he owns that he had in 4/iz 17,7621. gs. 44d.
GRrEeaT debts, as they are the effeCt of great cre-
dit, are an indication of great riches; fome inftances
of which are as follow:
Curio contracted a debt of 484,375 2
Jurius C&zsar’s debts, before he had been in
any office, according to fome, were 2,018,229/2
35. 4d. According to others, 807,291/ 135,
4d. According to others, 251,875/  Craffus
was his furety for 160,812 . 103,
Mivo contracted debts to the fum of 565,104 7
35 4d.
ANTONY, at the ides of March, owed 322,916/.
135. 44d.; which he paid before thekalends of 4pri/.
'QO1Ho, before he was emperor, run in debs
1,602,083/ 65 8d.
| THERE
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THERE are fome circumftances with refpect tox
the eftate of M. Graffus, which will further illu-.
ftrate this fubje¢t. He had left him by his father
goo talents, or 58,125/. which Plutarch fays he:
improved to 7100 talents, or 1,375,625/ He:
had done this before he went on his Parthian expe--
dition 3 nay he had this great eftate, tho’ he had |
feafted the Roman people, and given every Ro-
snan citizen a donative of three months provifion of”
corn.

TrerE were fome of very law rank and profef-
fions, who acquired great eftates. Coblers, dyers,
and fhoemakers, gave publick fhows to the people.

As both eftates and debts among the Romans
were often vaftly great, fo their expences were
great in proportion, |

Aricius, after having fpent in his kitchen
807,291 /. and fquandered immenfe grants and
penfions, being at laft forced to look into his ac-
counts for the firft ttme, found he had a remain-
der of 80,729/ 3s. 4d, but thinking this too
little, he poifoned himfelf, for fear of ftarving,

TiceLLius @ f{inger ipent in five days 8o72/
185 4d. 1ile |

AracapaLus laid out on 3 fupper 24,2182
15 5.

Carrcura fpent on a fupper 80,7294 3. 44d.

ViTELLIUS, in eating and drinking within the
year, fpent 7,265,625/ Nay, Tacitus faith, he
{pent the fame fumin a few months.

LucuLLus’s
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LucuLLus’s eftablithment for each fupper in
the Apollo, was 1614/, 115 84.

VireLrius eat four times a-day; no fupper,
breakfaft or collation under 3229/ 35. 44.

GreaT fums were given as donatives to the fol-
diers.

Pavius ZEmiLivs gave to each of his foldiers
78, 13d.

LucuLLus gave to each of his foldiers 302
135. 63d. After the taking of Tigramocerta, he
gave to each 25/ 165 84. out of the f{poils
taken from Tigranes’s army, and befides left the
town to be plundered, except king Tigranes’s trea-
| fure’; where, among other riches, he found in ready

money 1,550,000 /.
. Powmpry, after he had overcome the pirates, in
his triumph, gave to the public and the queftors,
193,750/ and to each foldier 48/, 85. 9d.

Jurius C&sar gave at one time to each foldier
of the veteran legions 167 2s5. 11d. and to the
equites 193 . 155. At another time to each man
80/ 145. 7d. At another time, to each man
161/. g5s. 24. To the commander of a company
double, or 322 /. 185 4d. To the tribuni mi-
litum and the equites, 6451 165, 84,

BruTus gave to each foldier 1 2. 125, 12 4.

Avcustus Casar gave to each foldier of the
preetorian bands, after be had ferved fixteen years,
1637, 95 24. He left to each foldier of the ur-

bane.
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bane cobortes 41. 81d. To the praztorian foldiers
8/ 15 sid. .

Ar taking Alexandria; each Roman foldier got
8. 1s. 5id. tofave the town.

Nkero laid out on donatives at feveral times,
17,760,416 L. 165. 44d.

‘True emperor Marcus Antoninus gave a donatives
to each foldier of g6L 17s. 64. And his col-4
legue Lucius gave 1611, gs. 2 4.

PerTinax affirms, that he gave a denative tod
the foldiers of 2,1 79,687 l. 1035,

Hzrobp king of Fudea gave in his life at once |
40 165 42d. 5 andat his death 1/. 125 124, t0
each of his foldiers.

Besipes donatives to the foldiers, the Roman
emperors gave congiaria, or gifts to the people.

Jurius CEsar gave to each citizen, befides
tenmodii of corn,and ten pounds of oil, 3 /. 45. 74,
He bequeathed to each of the people 21 8s. 5:4. 5
or, as fome fay, only 16 5. 134.

Avcustus gave feveral fmaller congiaria to the
people. But at one time he gave 2/ 15 14
not omitting the very children, tho’ the common
cuftom was not to give to any under the age of
eleven. Eufebius in his chronicon writes, that, after
the battle of 4%ium, there were reckoned of Re-
man citizens 4,160,000 : fuppofe there were only
two millions of thefe who received the foremen-
tioned fum of 2/ 25 14d. it would amount to
4,036,458/, 6. 8d.

AvcusTus
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. AvucusTus left by his teftament to each of the
common people, 2/ 84 5.4

Nero gave a congiarium of 31. 45. 74.

Axtoninus PuiLosopnus gave a very large
congiarium of 61, 9s5. 24d.

His fon Commodus gave 231, 85. 234d.

SEVERUS gave a congiarium of ten gurei, amount-
ingto 1,614,583/ 6. 84,

TuEe ambitus, or bribing for offices, was very
expenfive.

Miro, when he ftood for the confulate, gave

to each voter 32/ 85 104.
Jurian promifed to each of the foldiers 201/

165. 5:d. if they would chufe him emperor.

A man, employed as a {py in Catiline’s conipi-
racy, got 1614/ 1135 84d.

Paurus the conful was bribed by Fulius Cefar
to be of his party, with a fum of 56,510/ $s.
4.d. Others call the fum 290,625/

Two confiderable bribes are mentioned in law-
fuits, one of 8072/ 18s. 4d4. Another of
5166/ 135 4d.
| Gapinius was accufed of taking a Sum of
11,937,500
. THe revenues of the Roman empire feem to
‘have been vaftly great.

Pavrvus Amivtus, after he had conquered Per-
feus king of Macedon, brought inte the treafury
1,856,770/ 165, 84.

S Sciric
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Sctpro having conquered Antiochus, brough
nto it 1,614,583 2. 165 84d.

Berork the third Punmic war, there was in the
treafury in the confulate of Sextus Funivs and Ly-
ctus Aurelius, in gold and filver, bullion and
coined money (reckoning the gold only ten times:
the value of the filver) 566,577 . 125 8%4.

In the beginning of the focial war, it is faid.
there were above fifty two millions in the treafury ;
but it is thought that the fum is too extravagant
and that the numbers are not correét.

Jurivus Casar brought at once into the treafis
ry 12,593,750 L.

In the beginning of the civil war, when he en-
tered into Rome, he took out of the treafury, im
gold and filver, bullion and ready moneyy
1,095,979 /. 35. 4d.

Tiser1us left in the treafury 21,796,875 1]
And the revenues of the whole empire muft haves
been very great, tho’ it is thought, that what 7e-
Jpofian faid at his acceflion to the empire, was ex-
travagant, v7z. that more than 322 million=
Sterling were neceflfary to fupport the common-
wealth. |

LET us now confider the prices of fome parti--
cular commodities. |

PLiny mentions a jack-afs for a ftallion, bought:
for 3229 35 4d. And that in Geltiberia, a
province of §pain, a fhe-afs has brought colts toi
the value of 3229/ 345 44.

VARRO!
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- Varro fpeaks of an afs fold in his own time at
Rome tor 484 1. 7s5. 64d.

THe price of a peacock was 1/ 125 3:14.

A flock of an hundred of them was fold at a
much dearer rate, for 322/ 18s. 44. One of
their eggs was worth 3. 2¢4.

~ Fine doves were fold the pair for 12 125 324.
Others of a finer kind were much dearer. Zarro
relates, that Axius refufed to give a pair of his un-
der 12/, 18s. 44. when the merchant offered
him 8/, 15 52d.

\ TuE Romans were more extravagant in the
prices of fith than of fowl. Fuvenal tells usof a
millus bought for 48/. 8s. 9d. According to
Macrobins, there was paid for another the fum of
56 /. 105. 17d, For a third, according to Pli-
ny, 641/ 115 8d, which he reckons the more
wonderful, the mmullus being a fith that {eldom
iexceeded two pound weight.

C. Hirr1us fold his fifh ponds for 32,291/
135. 44d. This man would not fell, but he lent
i60oco lampreys for Cefar’s triumphal fupper.
Lucullus’s fith, after his death, were fold for the
fame price of 32,291/ 135. 44d.

Peacnes were fold at firft for 72 4. but after-
wards they rofe to 4. 104.

. Larce afparagus was fometimes fold for fix

pence a-piece,

« Tue pound of wool or cloth dyed a wviolet

purple, coft 3/. 105. 11d. The Tyrian double
| dye
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dye could fcarce be bought for 35/ gs. 1:d. per
pound. And the dying of one Englifb pound of
wool in fome cafes coft4/. 105 54d.

Lorrra Pavriva, when drefled out in her
jewels, wore about the value of 322,916/ 13 .
4 4.

- THE trichinaria, or quilts or carpets were dear,
One is faid to have paid for fuch carpets 6458
6s. 8d. Nero paid 32,291/, 135 4d4. Some
paid for one piece of linnen 8092/ 185 4d.

Tue wveftes Byffine were very dear : -the weight
of a pound Averdupois of fuch cloths coft 49/
2.

Tae price of {fuch flaves as were well fkilled in
the finer arts was very high. Semeca relates,
that Calvifius Labinus had many Anagnoffe f{laves,
or {fuch as were learned and could read to their ma-
fters, and that none of them was purchafed under
807.. s5s5. 10d. According to Pliny, Daphnis
the grammarian coft 5651/ 104. Rofcius the
a&or could gain yearly 40367 gs. 2d. A mo-
rio or fool was fold for 161 /. 95 24.

PrcTures, ftatues, and other pieces of fine
workmanfhip gave great prices. |

Tue Medea and Ajax of Timomachus were
bought by Fulius Cefar for 15,5007  Hortenfius
paid for Cydia’s Argonauts 11624, 105  The
Venus Anadyomene (that is, iffuing out of the fea)
was valued at 100 talents (for fo much tribute was
remitted) or 19,375 L~ The Archigallus, or highs

| pricft
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prieft of Parrbafius, of which Tiberius was very
| fond, was wvalued at 4847 9s. 6d4. Lucullus
. bought the copy of Glycera, Pamphilus’s maid,
the original being painted by Pampbilus himfelf,
for 397/ 10s5. The ftatue of Apollo in the Ca-
pitol brought from Pontus by Lucullys, which was
very large, coft 29,062 /. 10s. Lucullus bought
the Protoplafma, or model of Venus Genetrix, for
484/ 75 6d. A model of pafte of a cup was
purchafed for 193/ 15s5. C. Gracchus bought
filver Dolphins at 40 /. 7 5. 3% 4. the pound. Craf~
fus had feveral filver vefiels bought at 48/ 8.
gd. the pound. And reckoning according to the
ftandard of our coin, and the Englifb pound, the
mere workmanthip of the plate comes to 48 L
195, 1d. per pound. ‘The Romans were very
coftly in their vafa murrbina, and in their Tralle :
one that held 3z pints, coft 645 /. 16 s5. 8 4.

THe prices of books, and the rewards of fuch as
taught the fciences, of orators and phyficians,
were alfo high. In fhort, almoft every thing that
was not neceffary for the bulk of the people, gave
great prices. Indeed modern ages can {carce
form an idea of the riches, magnificence, and lu-
xury of the Romans in the declenfion of their com-
monwealth, and the beginning of their monar-
chy *. |

As

% As Mr, Arbutbuot has made fo Iarge a collettion of the
prices
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As the riches and luxury of the great men in
Rome increafed fo prodigioufly, this muft have oc-
cafioned a vaft circulation, and a general plenty
of gold and filver; nor was it pofible to confine
the money to a few hands: however, the necef-
faries of life continued at a moderate price, and
did not rife in their value in proportion to the
high rates which were fet on the materials of lu-
xury.

‘WEe have feen already from Plutarch*, that the
price of fheep and oxen was very low in the days
of Valerius Poplicola, We may further learn from
Pliny, that Manius Martius, an /Edile, procured
corn for the people, at the rate of an as the mo-
dius ; which is lefs than two fhillings half penny
Sterling the Englifb quarter, or about one thilling
fix pence the Scotch boll. And that Minutius Au-
gurinus, the eleventh tribune of the people, re-
duced the price of corn to this rate in three mar-
ket days .

Varro,

prices of various forts of commodities ; and as it is generally
known, in what an expenfive manner the Romans lived for
fome time before and after the age of Augaflus, T have fatis-
fied myfelf with taking the examples I have given, from p,
132. and the calculation of the value in our money out of his
colletion ; the reft of the quotations, both in the Differtation
and Appendix, are taken from the original authors.
* Sce above p. 127.
+ Manius Martius adilis plebis primum frumentum populo
in modios affibusdonavit, Minutius Augurinus, qui Sp, Meli-
um
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Varro, quoted by Plny, relates, that when
L. Metellus led a great number of elephants in tri-
umph, one might have purchafed, for about three
farthings, 1.014 Englifb pecks of corn (of Scotch
pecks .688) of dried figs more than 27 pounds
Englifb weight, of flefh 10 pounds 11 ounces, and of
oil more than g pounds. This L. Metellus, ac-
cording to the fafti confulares, could not have been
fo early as the 500 year of Rome*.

In one of Cicero’s orations againft Verres, we
may fee the prices of corn, when both the Roman
power and luxury were become high. He men-
tions two kinds of cornin Sicily, the decumanum
and the imperatum 5 the decumanum was bought
for three feffertii the Romdn modius, or the Englifh
peck for five pence three farthings, and the Scotch
peck for eight pence.  The imperatum was higher;

for

um coarguerat, farris pretiom in trinis nundinis ad affem re-
degit undecimus plebei tribunus. Plin, nat. hift, lib.'18. cap. 3.

* M. Varro auctor eft, cum L. Metellus in triumpho plu-
rimos duxit elephantos, afibus fingulis farris modios fuifle, i-
tem vini congios, ficique ficce pondo 30. olei pondo 10. car-
nis pondo 12. Plin. hift. nat. lib, 18. cap. 3.

He adds in the fame chapter :

Quxnam ergo tantz ubertatis caufa erat?  Ipforum tunc
manibus imperatorum colebantur agri (ut fas eft credere)
gaudente terra vomere laureato, & triumphali aratore : five
illi eadem cura {femina tratabant, qua bella; eadem.
demque diligentia arva difponebant, qua caftra ; five honeftis

manibus omnia lztins proveniunt, quoniam et curiofius
hunt,
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for the Roman modius coft four feftertii, orthe Eng-
#fb peck feven pence two farthings; and the Scozch
peck eleven pence.  According to this eftimation
the fenate ordained money to be given to Perres
for buying cornin Sicily. But it appears from
this oration, that no body in Siciy at that time got
more than fifteen fefterces for the medimnus of corn
(which was fix Roman modii). At this rate the
Roman modins colt 23 fefterces, or the Englifh peck
four pence three farthings, and the Scofch peck
feven pence. But while Perres was pretor of Si-
cily, the prices were fometimes lower, and the
Roman modius was {old for two fefterces *.

From which it appears, that notwithftanding
the vaft luxury and immenfe riches of Italy, corn
might be bought in the neighbouring ifle of Sicily
cheaper than it is often with us; and that the
price of it was but little affetted by thefe extrava-
gant prices which were given for delicacies and
ornaments.

ArTer Rome was burntin the time of Nero,

we learn from Zacitus +, that the price of corn was
reduced

* Tn medimna fingula video ex literis publicis tibi Halefi-
nos H—s quinos denos dediffe. Oftendam ex tabulis locu-
pletifiimorum aratorum, eodem tempore neminem in Sicilia

pluris frumentum vendidiie,
Eft enim modius lege H—s 111, 2ftimatus. fuit autem, te

pretore, ut tu in multum epiftolis ad amicos tuos gloriaris,
H—s 11. Cic. tert. Verr.
+ Pretiumque frumenti minutum ufque ad ternos nummos.

Tacit, annal. lib. 15. cap. 39.
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redu ced to three #ummi. This fhews it had been
higher before: but we can hardly fuppofe it had
been higher than four. If it was reduced a fourth
part, it was a great deal. From hence it appears
plainly, that in times of the greateft luxury,
when curiofities gave the moft extravagant prices,
corn never rofe in proportion.

I do not however pretend, that the prices of
corn were never higher; but it feems evident,
that they are often higher among us, than they
were among the Romans in the height of their gran -
deur, when the people of rank lived at a much
greater expence, than the richeft and moft extra-
vagant among us, and when they had eftates, of
which we moderns have {carce any conception,

Bur the truth of our hypothefis appears in the
cleareft light from what Cornelius Nepos informs us,
concerning the expences of Pomponius Atticus
indeed this paffage alone is almoft decifive. He
obferves; that Afticus had a very good houfe,
made ufe of all the beft things, entertained perfons
of all ranks, and yet fpent no more than g/ 135,
gd. in the month, or in the whole year 1167
55.% A very fmall fum for one of the moft

7 rich

* Nam cum effet pecuniofus, nemo illo minus fuit emax,
minus zdificator. Neque tamen non in primis bene habitz.
vit, omnibufque optimis rebus ufus eft.——— Elegans, non
magnificus ; f{plendidus, non fumptuofus ; omni diligentia
munditiem, non affluentiam affettabar.  Supellex modica,

noh



146 A Di1sSERTATION on the

rich and moft eminent citizens of Rome, in times:
of fuch plenty and magnificence.  This is ac-
counted for in the moft probable way by what
the hiftorian adds, that he was elegant, not
magpificent, {plendid not {fumptuous, affected
neatnefs, not fuperfluity : in fhort, that he loved
the antient fimplicity, lived on plain food, and
did not throw away his money on delicacies,
which could not be purchafed, unlefs for extra-
vagant prices. How cheap muft plain food have:
been at that time!

In general, a great deal of the primitive fim-
plicity remained long in the world: and even
when luxury increafed, and great men were very
expenfive, the antient tafte, accompanied with
an induftry, which was directed chiefly to the im--
provement of agriculture, produced the neceffaries
of life in great plenty. Simplicity and frugality
cannot alone make nations great and populous ::
mankind muft alfo be induftrious, and their indu--
ftry directed in a proper manner. Thus induftry,
which in antient times was direCted to the provi-

fion

non multa, ut in neutram partem confpici pofiet. Nec hoc
prateribo (quanquam nonnullis leve vifum iri putem) cum
in primis lautus effet eques Romanus & non parum liberaliter
domum {uam omnium ordinum homines invitaret; fcimus
non amplius, quam terna millia @ris, perque in fingulos
menfes, ex ephemeride eum expenfum {umptui ferre {olitum.
Atque hoc non auditum, fed cognitum przdicamus, Szpe
enim propter familiaritatem, dometticis rebus interfuimus.
Vita Pomp. Attic. cap. 13.
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fion of food, caufed a wonderful plenty: and
from hence in an efpecial manner, we may account
for the fuperior populoufnefs of many antient na-
tions. '

To what has been faid I would add, that the
countries we have chiefly in view muft have been
beft peopled, when all the caufes operated moft
ftrongly ; that is, as one may conjecture, about
the time of Alexander the Great, and before the
Roman empire had enflaved the world.

Some of thofe caufes which have been affigned
for the fcarcity of people in modern times, iz,
the great number of unmarried priefts and women
in Popifh countries, the difference between antient
and modern cuftoms with refpect to fervants and
the maintenance of the poor, the right of primo-
geniture, the great number of foldiers in Europe,
the extenfive trade with the Eaft and Weft fudres,
the largenefs of modern governments, compared
with that of the antient, and finally, the greater
fimplicity of the antient world, feem to be fo fixed,
and the methods of living arifing from them, and
founded upon them, fo deeply rooted, that there
is not the fmalleft profpect at. prefent of any con-
fiderable alteration in thofe articles. Nay, not
only is there not the leaft appearance, but there
feems not to be even the fmalleft chance, that there
fhall be any fudden increafe of mankind, equal to
what appeared in antient times, It were however
to be withed, that as the bountiful Author of na-

fure
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ture formed this earth chiefly for an habitation to
man, and as with right culture it might fupport
a much greater number than actually live upon it,
the prefent fcarcity of people in fo many countries
was more attended to, and that proper fchemes
were propofed for putting things on a better foot-
ing. Indeed it is true, that thofe who are em-
ployed in the adminiftration of public affairs, are
alone able to carry fuch fchemes into execution,
yet every private citizen may be allowed to em-
ploy himfelf in {fpeculations, about fuch matters
as may tend to the good of his country. This is
the only apology I fhall offer, for makinga few
cbiervations on the ftate of Scotland.

In general, acountry can never be faid to be fuffi-
ciently peopled, while either there are great tracts of
fand, that are not cultivated to that degree which
they can eafily bear,or while a very great partof the
grain, fruits, and cattle which the country attually
produces, is not confumed at home. Indeed it may
be profitable in feveral cafes to export corn and
cattle, as well as other commodities ; yet a coun-
try is {urely moft powerful, when it has abundance
of people to confume its grain and cattle at
home, and when its lands are cultivated to the full.
Till all countries are peopled in this manner, the
earth is not replenifhed with that number of inha-
bitants which it is able to maintain, E

Howzver, in this a latitude muft be allowed.
Forthis fcheme, if carried toits utmoft extent, would

be
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be an hindrance to mutual commerce. And if
the whole earth were cultivated to the full, and
every country had a number of inhabitants {uffi-
cient to confume its own produtt, many would
perifh at particular times by bad crops and famines:
but a danger fo diftant needs not alarm, as from
the prefent condition of the world, there is not the
leaft reafon to fear, that the earth fhall be culti-
vated to the full, and every country be plentifully
ftored with inhabitants.

In particular, Great Britain, efpecially the nor-
thern part of it, is not peopled to the full, fince
there are both great trats of land uncultivared,
and a great deal of grain exported.

TuEe caufes of this may be eafily deduced from
what has been faid above; and among others,
thefe following are remarkable.

Firfi. Many of our youth leave the country,
and go abroad to pufh their fortunes, becaufe,
thro’ fome defet in our policy, they either cannot
have bufinefs at home, or cannot raife fuch for-
tunes as will fatisfy their ambition.

Secondly. Many who remain at home, particu-
larly the younger fons of the richer families, ei-
ther imagine themfelves not to be, or in reality
are not able to maintain families fuitable to their
birth ; or, tho’ able during their own life, yet
eannot leave a fufficient provifion for their families
after their death; and thus are diftouraged

from
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from marrying: for both which reafons, many
of our women are, and muft be unmarried.

FurTHER, it may be obferved, that our lands are
not {ufficiently cultivated, even where they are ca-
pable of great improvement. Hence large tratts
ferve only to maintain a fmall number of people,

Ir we afk, why our lands are fo ill cultivated,
befides the obvious caufes arifing from the poverty
and unikilfulnefs of many of our farmers, the fhort-
nefs of theirleafes, and otherthings which will occur
upon the leaft reflexion, it is not a little owing to
a want of inclination for agriculture, and even to a
contempt of it in many of the richer fort. This puts
them ypon educating their younger fons, either to
fome of the liberal profeffions, or to the army, or
merchandize, or fome of the more genteel mecha-
nic employments, but feldom or never to agricul-
ture, It is true, of late, a better fpirit has arifen
for improving lands, as well as manufactures ;
yet it muft be owned, our ichemes are fiill very
defeftive, and agriculture has never been fuffi-
ciently encouraged.

Tuus having taken notice of fome of thofe cau-
fes, which prevent the culture of the lands, and
of courfe the increafe of the people in North Bri-
tain, itis plain, that things might be greatly
rectified, were due attention given to the advan-
tages of agriculture, and due encouragement given
to carry it on with fpirit.

In
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In this view it may be confidered, that, tho’
it fhould be allowed, we have often more grain
and cattle than we confume at home, whence there
is lefs encouragement to cultivate our lands; yet
fince in the prefent condition of Scotland, of
Britain, and of Europe, there is room for export-
ing both, it cannot be faid, that great profits may
not arife from cultivating lands.

Bur if inftead of having grain to export
out of Scotland, it is true, more is imported
than exported, and that we often want {fupplies

from Ewngland or Ireland, the argument for en-
couraging agriculture becomes ftronger. At leaft,

whatever may be in this, it is certain, our agricul-
ture has not of late kept pace with our manufa-
¢tures, which makes living in the principal towns
of Scotland dearer than in many of the towns and
counties in England.

BEsipEes, as the former reafonings tend to fhew,
that the plenty and cheapnefs of the moft fimple
food, is the great encouragement to the bulk of
mankind to marry, and of confequence a great
fource of populoufnefs : on this account grain and
cattle can {carce be in too great plenty, or their
prices too cheap.

*T1s true it may be faid, and often with too
much truth, that great plenty and cheapnefs of
provifions hinder labour, render fervants and the
poorer fort of the people idle and infolent, and im-
poverifh both the landed gentlemen and the farm-

ErE.
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ers. But this is only a very partial and very
narrow view of the matter ; for this idlenefs and
infolence proceeds chiefly from an accidental plen-
ty, which happens only at particular times, and
in fome particular feafons. 'Were there a conftant
abundance and cheapnefs, with a tolerable policy
in other refpelts, this would have the happieft in-
fluence in ftrengthening a nation, by the vaft in-
creafe of the people. .

Sucu confined obfervations, and fuch narrow
maxims concerning the danger of plenty, are ex-
tremely juft, if the great body of a people are on-
ly to be managed and treated in that manner,
which may render them moft ferviceable for fup-
porting the grandeur, and heightening the luxury
of a few ; but maxims of this kind can never fure-
ly ferve to make a nation in general great and po-
pulous, or fociety happy.

In order therefore to increafe the ftock of
provifions, it would be of great advantage that
rich men, inftead of breeding all their children
to the employments before mentioned, would
educate fome of them for agriculture.

Many things recommend fuch a plan; could
young gentlemen once be brought to a juft tafte
of life, and to relith fo ufeful an employment, I
fhall only obferve, :

Tuat there are many placesin Scotland, where
leafes may be got at a moderate rent, and where

plenty



NuMBERS of MANKIND: 153

plenty of lime, marle, and other materials for im-
provement may be found. Now, if people of fub-
ftance were well inftruted in country affairs, agri-
culture is an employment which they might turn
to great account. They might live more innocent-
ly and agreeably, and bid fair to be more rich and
more happy than in moft profeffions. Dirty houfes
and naftinefs, tho’ too common in our own, and
perhaps moft othér countries; are not its neceffary
and infeparable attendants.

And, asthereare till many idle hands among us,
notwithftanding a growing fpirit of induftry un-
known to our ariceftors, it would greatly promote
agriculture, and contribute much to the value and
improvement of lands, if the moft ufeful manu-
faftures were eretted in the villages, and fupported
by rich men of all ranks. Thus the manufaétur-
érs would encourage agriculture, by providing
markets for the produce of the lands; the hufband-
men would encourage manufaéturers, by purcha-
fing their commodities; and both together would
confpire, by united endeavours, to make the lands
fertile, the country populous, and fociety flou-
rifh *,

U By

* It may perhaps be thought, that I have loft fight of the

preceeding reafoning. But tho’ I am of opinion, that
too greata variety of manufaftures are difadvantageous,
fome muft always be allowed to be neceffary ; and as it
cannot be expected, that the antient tafte can all at once be

tevived, itis even better that people be employed in lsfs
neceflary arts, than be altogether idle.
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By fuch methods, the better fort of families in
Scotland might keep many of their fons at home,
greatly augment the number of the people, con-
tribute to the improvement of lands and the
growth of manufactures, banith idlenefs, and fet
a good example before thofe of an inferior rank :
nor could this fail to have an happy influence on
the religion and morals of the people.

A fcheme might alfo be devifed, for fup-
porting the families of fuch as can eafily provide
for themnfelves and their families while alive, but
cannot fo certainly provide for their widows and
children, ifthey happento dieat an early time of life.
This fcheme might be fomewhat after the model of
that lately eftablifhed by law, for a provifion for the
widows and children of the minifters of the church,
and the mafters in the univerfities of Scotland, viz.
by erecting one large, or feveral {mall focieties of
married men, who fhould pay either all at once,
or annually, during their lives, certain fums,
greater or lefs, as they might judge convenient,
on condition, that proportional fums be paid after
their death to their widows or children, in fuch
manner, and with fuch provifions, as might be
thought moft proper. Such focieties might be a
fecurity for the fupport of .widows and children,
on the event of the hufband’s or parent’s death, be
as ufeful in policy as banks, cath accounts, and
infurance offices in the mercantile world, and be
a great encouragement to marry. It is chiefly by

encouraging
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encouraging marriage, by keeping our youth at
home, and by takinga greater turn to: agricul-
ture and the moft ufeful manufactures, that it
feems pofiible, in the prefent circumitances of the
world, to increafe the number of the people in a-
ny one country, without draining other places of a
proportional number of their inhabitants.

THe peculiar fituation and wildnefs of one part,
I mean the highlands of Scotland, make me pre-
fume, ere I conclude this Differtation, to add fome
obfervations on the ftate of a part of my country,
which, tho’ at prefent almoft a defert, is able to
maintain a great number of people, and whofe pre-
fent inhabitants are overwhelmed with ignorance
and barbarity, tho’ capable of the fame civility,
which diftinguifhes the reft of the fubjeéts of Britain,

‘THE late unprovoked rebellion, raifed by the
rude inhabitants of thefe wilds, in order to
dethrone the beft of kings, to overturn the beft of
governments, and to undo the liberty of Britain,
having come to fo great and fo unexpetted an
height, and having thereby awakened the attention
of the government, as well as that of others, who
‘had influence with thofe in the adminiftration of
affairs, has produced fome excellent laws, by
which the liberty of the whole country is better
fecured, manufactures and other kinds of labour
are encouraged and promoted in Scotland, and the
inhabitants of the highlands may be brought from

4
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a ftate of barbarity and flavery, to a ftate of civi-
lity and independence. By the happy influence of
thefe laws, a fpirit for induftry has feized the
minds of the people, and in a few years wrought
no inconfiderable change on the country. Indeed |
’tis impoffible to exprefs, how great obligations
every loyal fubject to his Majefty, every zealous
friend to the Proteftant Succeffion, and every fin-
cere affertor of the liberty of Britain has to thofe,
whofe hearty regard to the intereft of their country
has produced thehappy profpect we have at prefent,
of living for the future in peace, and feeing liberty
penetrate into the moft remote parts of the ifland.
Bur this change has as yet chiefly affeGted thofe
parts of Scotland, which were tolerably well peopled,
and that by inhabitants, who, tho’ it muft be
owned they were not over induftrious, were yet ci-
vilized before. Thehighlands continue ftill in their
former ftate of barbarity and idlenefs; and indeed
will long continue in it, unlefs fome further {cheme
is carried into execution, which may have a more
immediate effe¢t, and may make opulence and in-
duftry penetrate into their innermoft and moft di-
ftant parts. Unlefs they penetrate thus far, we
need never reckon we have dene enough ; for then,
and not till then, fhall the highlanders be civilized,
as well as the highlands improved. How this
may be effected, and induftry be made to pene-
trate thus far, muft be left to the confideration of
thofe who can apply the proper remedies,
HowevERr,
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- However, this much may be faid in general,
that it is not by tillage chiefly, and the encourage-
ment of it, that either the greateft part of the high.

. lands can be fully cultivated, or the highlanders

themfelves civilized : for few parts of this coun-
try feem, either by the nature of their {oil, or their
fituation, to be fitted for producing corn. Crag-
gy rocks and high mountains cover the greateft

. extentof it. 'There are indeed, it muft be owned,

fome charming fpots and pleafant wvalleys, which
admit of tillage. * But how few and how inconfi-
derable are thefe! '

It feems therefore that the lands ought to be
improved chiefly for pafture ; and no doubt, if di-

- yided intowell-difpofed inclofures, are very capable
. of improvement in this way, and well able to

maintain abundance of cattle.

BuT the inhabitants themfelves can only be civi-
lized, by being made induftrious: and as the
country does not feem to admit of much tillage,
the only way in which they can be made induftri-
ous, is the introduction of fome fort of induftry
among them, different from agriculture.

Tue abundance of their lakes, the neighbour-
hood of the fea, and the hardinefs of the inhabi-
tants feem immediately to point out one kind of
induftry, which it might be proper they were em-
ployed in. In this way they might provide food
in plenty, not only to themfelves, but a great
numkber of others. By exporting their fith, they

might
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might acquire wealth 3 by acquiring wealth, they
would become induftrious; by being induftrious,
they would be civilized. Thus the highlands
might at laft be well peopled, and its inhabi-
tants help to promote the intereft of Britain.
FurTHER, were it poflible to fend fome indu-
{trious tradefmen and manufacturers among them,
who might fet an immediate example of induftry
before their eyes, this might engage them to be-
take themfelves fooner to honeft labour. For the
{ight of the great profits of labour, and of the aflu-
ence and abundance with which it fupplies the la-
bourer, would naturally produce a love of thofe
profits, and a defireof that affluence and abundance.
InpzED the laws which have been enafted, and
the fchemes which in confequence of thefe laws
have been devifed for the improvement and culti=
vation of this part of the country, muft be con-
fefled to be extremely good, and are irrefragable
documentsof his Majefty’s and the legiflature’s re-
gard for the good of the whole fubjetts, as well
as the welfare of thofe who are infenfible of their
own felicity; yet fomething feems to be fill
wanted to make induftry penetrate into the center
of the highlands. How happy would it be, if a
few villages, ftored with induftrious hands, could
be raifed in the wildeft and moft rugged parts of

their country !
In {hort, without the wifeft and beft digefted

{chemes, for providing in a {fpeedy manner againft
the
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the violence of thefe our deluded countrymen, for
fecuring liberty from their infurrections, and for
rooting out the fpirit of clanthip and difaffection
from among them, not only the peace, but the
liberty of Brizain thall be continually in danger,
and their rudenefs and barbarity fhall, in all pro-
bability, leave them later than the remembrance
of the Pretender. He may be quite forgotten,
ere they fhall be civilized.

Sg Ob DNarCioilly FosBo EaQg g\
yHrrosorueRrs have been advifing, and Divines
‘& calling upon mankind to cultivate frugali-
ty, temperance, fimplicity, contentment with a
little, and patience of labour, ‘demonftrating, that
thefe humble virtues are the only ‘means by which
they can expect to fecure folid, lafting, and inde-
pendent felicity.  They have painted their charms
in the moft lively colours; defcribed in the moft
inviting manner, thatinward peace and tranquil-
lity of mind, which is the infeparable attendant on
thefe fober virtues; and taught, that it is in this
way alone that men can enjoy happinefs, freedom,
and independence. Such has been the language
of philofophy ; fuch has been the language of re-
ligion.

But the cultivation of thefe virtues not only
makes individuals happy; but, from what has
been maintained in the preceeding Differtation, ap-
pears further to be the fureft way of rendering the

earth
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earth populous, and making fociety flourifh.
*T'was fimplicity of tafte; frugality; patience of’
labour, and contentment with a little, which made -
the world fo populous in antient times. The decay
of thefe virtues, and the introduction of a corrupted
and luxurious tafte, have contributed in a great
meafure to diminifh the numbers of mankind in

modern days. _ 2%
From hence we may conclude, that it is not

the prevalency of luxury, but of fimplicity of tafte
among private citizens, which makes the public
flourith : and that private vices are far from be-
ing, what a notable writer has employed the whole
force of his genius to demonftrate them to be, pu-
blic benefits. Indeed ’tis ridiculous to condemn
elegance and refinement of every kind. I difplayed
in public works, and things of a durable nature,
they contribute to promote the bappinefs, as well
as the grandeur of fociety, and will be no hindrance
to populoufnefs. But if difplayed in every the leaft
trifle in private life, and employed to fatisfy the
ridiculous tafte and whimfical fancies of each par-
ticular citizen, muft contribute in a great degree to
diminith the number of mankind, as the conftant
labour, great expence, and vaft number of hands,
by which this luxury is maintained, muft make
the neceffaries of life fcarce and dear.

In this manner the moft humble virtues are
foundto be not onlyconfiftent with, but greatly con-
ducive to the populoufnefs and grandeur of fociety.

F ok N
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Ince the preceeding Differtation was compo-
fed, a Difcourfe, Of the Populoufnefs of anti-
ent Nations, has been publithed by Mr. Hume, in
which the learned Author depretiates antiquity,
exalts modern times, and endeavoursto prove, byall
the arguments a lively and acute genius could fug-
geft, that the {fuperior populoufnefs of the antient
to that of the modern world, is not fo certain, as
is believed by the paffionate admirers of antiqui-
ty.

YTHE author of the differtation, though much
pleafed with that Gentleman’s uncommon inge-
nuity, and ftruck with the brilliancy of his argu-
ments, continued ftill to be of opinion, that what
{eemed to be confirmed by fo many concurring te-
ftimonies, and to be fupported by the uniform e-
vidence of all antient hiftory, could not well be
| falfe. He fufpected therefore, that Mr, Hume’s ar-
| guments were ill-founded, and refolved to review
a fubject fo curious, fo important, and fo fertile
in confequences ; and to try if he could difcover
the latent fallacy of thofe pompeus argu-
ments, which puzzled, but did not convince.
Thus, after having confidered more accurately the
force of his arguments, infpefted more carefully

b fome
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fome of the authors of antiquity, and reflefted
more attentively on the ftate of the antient world,
he now offers to the publick the rﬁﬁ.il: of his ob-
fervations, in which he endeavours to illuftrate
more fully fome things that were only hinted at in
the differtation; and at the fame time to obviate
the objettions arifing from what Mr. Hume has
advanced in his difcourfe.

It would be a tedious, as well as an ufelefs
tafk, to follow minutely the author of the politi-
cal difcourfe, through all his obfervations and all
his confequences.

In general it may be remarked, that in various
places of his work, he has made feveral con-
ceflions,and granted many propolfitions to be true,
which are fundamental to the truth of the hypothe-
fis maintained in the foregoing differtation. An
impartial inquirer is ever more fond of truththan of
victory. Hence we find him admitting, * that no-
thing could be more favourable to the propagation
of mankind, than the eftablifhmentof fmall govern-
ments and an equality of fortune among the citi-
zens T3 that agriculture is that fpecies of indu-
ftry which is chiefly requifite to the fubfiftence of
multitudes of people, and th;ﬂ: it flourifthed greatly

* Pag. 183, 184.

+ By the fame reafoning, an equal divifion of the father’s

Elt&t& among his chjldn;':n maft appr:ar to be favﬁurable to
ammbarlﬂm i
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in fome countries in antient times*; that marriage
was almoft univerfal among all ranks of men in
times of more remote antiquity, infomuch that
even the foldiers among the antients were all mar-
ried .

FurTHER, though he contends, that the refine-
ments of modern ages muft have operated fome-
thing towards the eafy {ubfiftence of men, and con-
fequently towards their propagation and increafe {,
he does not deny,that fimplicity of tafte is attended
with many advantages ||: though he feems difpofed
to believe, that the Roman empire introduced a
peace and civility, which had not obtained for-
merly, he candidly obferves, - how much it tended
in other refpects to the ruin of induftry and agri-
culture ** : though he confiders the barbarous and
inhuman cuftom, among the antients, of expofing
infants 1+, and their unnatural paffions{f, as
difadvantages on the fide of antiquity, he ac-
knowledges at the fame time, that the difcourage-
ments to marry in the P0p1ﬂ1 church are yetr

greater difadvantages|||.
Burt
® T..208,
=+ P. 138,
1 P. 210,
Il P. 183, 184,
** P. 168, 169, 239, 253,
++ P. 180,
it P. 18z.
[l Convents ought to be confidered not only as burdenfom
to the public, and oppreflive to thofe confied in them, but
alfg



166 APPENDIX containing

Burt though our author has admitted, that an-
tient ages had the advantage in fome particular re-
fpects, he conceives, that the difadvantages un-
der which they laboured, were more than fufficient
to form a counter-balance; and, on the whole,

gives the preference to modern times in refpect of
populoufnefs.

Tuznst difadvantages on the fide of the antients
he endeavours to find out, firft, in their domeftic,
and next, in their political fituation, when com-
pared with thofe of modern times, Under the head

of

alfo as deftruétive to populoufnels. What our author hath
- obferved, ¢ That were the land which belongs to a con-
¢ vent beftowed on a nobleman, he would fpend its revenue
“ on dogs, horfes, grooms, footmen, cooks and chamber-
« maids, and his family would not furnith many more citi-
¢ zens than the convent” (p. 179.), may {ometimes be true,
but is not fufficient to fhew, that conyents are not very uns '
favourable to populoufnefs, The revenues of a convent may
furely be put to as bad an ufe, but are not the revenues of
molt lands put to a better, than to maintain a fuperititious
fociety of monks or nuns, who do nothing to fupport their

{fpecies? How many well-peopled villages have arifen out-
of the ruins of monalteries and convents? Paiffy, antiently
the habitation of monks, but now one of the moft induftrious,
as well as beft peopled villages in our own country, isan ob-
vious example of thistruth. But, when fuch places continue
from generation to generation in the pofiefiion of an ufelefs
and unprofitable fet of mortals, they become highly deftru-
¢tive. 'There was nothing of the kind in antiquity, which

can be fuppofed to have had fuch a pernicious effe.
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oftheir domeftic oeconomy, he confiders the inft:tu-
tion of flavery as remarkably unfavourable to po-
puloufnefs. With refpect to their political fituation,
he takes notice, fir/?, of their unfettled and turbulent
condition, both in peace and war, and endeavours
to fhew, that their foreign as well as civil wars
were more frequent and bloody ; that their inftitu-
tions in time of peace were more tyrannical and
oppreffive ; and that their maxims neither of warnor
of peace were fo well calculated to preferve order
and ftability, as the milder maxims of modern
times : Secondly, That their fimplicity, and their
ignorance of thofe refinements of modern times,
which have improved human life, and rendered it
more commodious, were a confiderable difadvan-
tage in refpect of populoufnefs. On both which
accounts he is inclined to believe, that antient
ages muft have been lefs populous: and in confe-
quence of his theory, when he proceeds to inquire
into the faéts, he rejects the teftimony of antient
authors, as incredible and abfurd, when they re-
prefent antient nations as more populous than feems
to him to be confiftent with the fuperior re-
finements, and more humane and ftable policy of
modern ages.

It will be proper to follow our author through
each of thefe particular heads.

ParT
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P At g L

Mg. Hume has, in the firft place, prefented
us with a moft difmal picture of the domeftic oe-
conomy of the antients, and endeavoured to fhew,
that the inftitution of flavery muft have been un-
favourable to propagation, both becaufe the flaves
were cruelly treated by their mafters, and becaufe
the males and females were not allowed to have
mutual intercourfe. But upon inquiry it will be
found, that they not only were not fo harfhly
treated, as our author imagines, but were commonly
well treated 3 that their treatment did not debilitate
them, or hinder them from propagating; thatin-
tereft, no lefs than humanity, led the mafters to
encourage them to propagate ; and finally, that
the flaves multiplied exceedingly, and that the
Vernae or home-born flaves were extremely nu-
Imerous.

Tre low condition of the antient flaves muft
neceflarily have expofed them to many infults,
and to much oppreffion, notwithftanding the beft
Jaws which could have been framed for their pro-
tection. That fame contempt, that fgm& ﬁ:vcrit}r,.:
which at prefent may be obferved in {fuperiors to-
wards their inferiors; nay, a greater degree of
this infolence muft have often appeared in antient
times. The pleafure and humour of the mafter

would be by far too much, and the happinefs of
the
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‘the flaves too little regarded. However, either
‘the antients were moved by humanity, whick
‘has ever a mighty influence on the generality of
' mankind, to deal kindly by their flaves 3 or when
' motives of this kind did not influence, their con-
‘duét muft have been chiefly regulated by regard
to their own intereft.

In times of more remote antiquity, before the
veign of Alexander the Great, and the eftabhfhment
of the Roman empire, during which period, ac-
cording to the Differtation; the world was moft
populous, flaves muft have been better treated,
than they were afterwards in times of luxury; for
while fimplicity remained, the mafters lived in
greater familiarity with their flaves, and of courfe
treated them with more gentlenefs. This is con-
firmed by Sencca * with refpe&t to the Romans.
That fanctity of manners, for which they were fo
remarkable before the Corthaginian wars, Wwas in-
confiltent with barbarity towards their flaves.
What our author+ has quoted from Demofthenes,

fhews how gently they were treated by the tbe-
' mians,

* Ne illud quidem videtis, quam emném invidiam majo-
res noftri dominis, omnem contumeliam fervis detraxerint ?
dominum, patrem familiae appellaverunt : fervos (quod etiam
in mimis adhue durat) familiares. Inflituerunt diem feftum,
quo non folum cum fervis domini vefcerentur ; fed quo uti-
que honores illis in domo gerere, jus dicere permiferunt, et
domum pufillam rem publicam effe judicaverunt.

Seneca, epift. 47,
P, A,
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uians.  Tacitus * takes notice of the lenity of the
Germans 3 and it is probable the cafe was the fame
in moft other antient nations. The fevere and
rigorous treatment of this inferior order of men,
feems to have prevailed only among the Romans,
in the more degenerate times of their common-
wealth, and during their monarchy. *Tis from
thofe corrupted ages of Rome that Mr. Hume has
brought all his examples of the barbarous ufage
of flaves, except one ; and this one, wviz. the in-
human practice, among the Greeks, of expifcating
the truth by the torture of flaves, will be found
to make little for his purpofe ; for this practice
was not confined to flaves: freemen were not ex-
empted, where it was neceffary, or other evidence
could not be got : ’tis certain, at any rate, that
it could not be frequent, as few cafes would
require it. Nay, in this refpect, have modern
times any advantage? ‘Torture is allowed at
prefent in almoft all the countries of Eu-
rope. Was it not allowed, even in Britain, not
very many years ago, though it is now happily

abolithed ?

* Dominum ac fervum nullis educationis deliciis dignofcas.
Inter eadem pecora in eadem humo degunt; donec aetas
feparet ingenuos, virtus agnofcat.— Caeteris fervis, non in
noftrum morem defcriptis per familiam minifteriis, utuntur:
fuam quifque fedem, fuos penates regit. Frumenti modum
dominus, aut pecoris, aut veltis, ut colono injungit: et fer-
vits hactenus paret. Caetera domus officia uxor ac liberi ex-
fequuntur. Verberare fervam, ac vinculis et Opére Coercere,
Farum. Tacitus de morib. German. cap. 20, 2§+
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abolithed ?  But whatever fan@ion may have been
given at any period to fuch a cruel practice, we
cannot furely imagine, that the diftant poffibility
of being fubjeted to torture could have the leaft
influence to prevent marriage *.

TuaT the Roman laves, as Mr. Hume affirms,
were fometimes kept in ergaffula, which may be
tranflated work-houfes, or houfes of correétion,
cannot be denied ; however, it is not probable
that they were common, till latter and more cor-
rupted times 1: for as long as flaves lived in a fa-
miliar manner with their mafters, and were not
very numerous, fuch ergaffulea would be lefs ne-
ceffary, and muft have been introduced by the de-
generacy of their manners. Even in the worlt
times, all the flaves were not confinedin them :
the better, and, no doubt, the far greater part were
at liberty.  Columells makes a plain diftinction be-
tween the foluti and the wvinéti ; thefe laft muft
have been only the rafcally part of the flaves, who
deferved feverer punifhments. It was only for the
correction of {fuch vitious {laves, that Columella or-

dains

#* By the Roman law, torture was allowed in civil cafes,
only when the truth could be found out in no other way:
and, in criminal cafes, there was no difference between
flaves and freemen of lower rank: nay, in {fome cafes, men
of the higheft rank were put to the queftion.

4 I do not find. any where in Livy, what out author has
quoted,  Partem Italie ergafivla a filitudine windicant : 1
{fuppofe the word fhould be ferwitia, and not ergaffula,
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dains apartments to be built under ground. So
far is he from fuyppofing all the flaves to have
been fhut up in ergaftula, and ufed feverely, that;
on the contrary, he advifes mafters to treat theis
{laves well ; to fee thar their provifions be good
to fuit their work to the health and ftrength of
each individual ; to take care of them when fick,
and apply preper medicines for their cure; to ad-
mit them to familiarity ; nay, fometimes to bring
them to table ; tofuffer them even tojeft; to ap-
plaud fuch as behaved well, and to reward them®,
What can be kinder, or breathe a more gentle
fpirit? The fame humanity is to be obferved in
Varro+; and both of them confider the praftice
of breeding from flaves as equally humaneand pro-
fitable. ’Tis true, as Mr. Hume has remarked 1,
Varro is in this place treating of fhepherds only ;
but from thence it cannot be concluded, that he did
not approve of the humane ufage of flaves in ge-
neral, and did not in particular reckon breeding
from them profitable in all cafes.

As the number of flaves increafed prodigioufly
in the latter times of the commonwealth, the er-
gaftula became more common, and greater num-
bers werg confined in them, In the fervile war

we

“ Dere ruftic. lib. 1. cap.6, 7, 8, 9.
4+ De re ruftic, lib. 1. cap. 17. lib. z. cap. 10,
b daud?Z: |
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we find, that Ewsus, who, according to Florus*,
began the rebellion, raifed a great army of flaves,
confifting of no lefs than 60,000 Men. One of
the methods by which he accomplifhed this, was
by breaking open the ergaffula in Sicily, and giving
freedom to the {laves that were confined in them. His
army however could not be entirely, probably the
fmalleft part of it, was madeup of fuchflaves as had
been fhut up in ergaflule ; it muft have confifted
‘of flaves of all kinds, who would crowd to him
from all quarters, and abandon their mafters, on
‘an occafion which called them to liberty. Nor
‘could 60,000 (though his army had confifted of
none but fuch as had been confined in ergafiula)
have been near equal to the whole number of
flaves in the fouth of ltaly and Sicily. The ergaftula
therefore muft only have been houfes of corretion
for the worlt fort of flaves.

Tue power which Roman mafters had over their
flaves was defpotic, and may appear frightful ;
but the exercife of it was commonly very gentle,
and the power itfelf was not more abfolute, than
that which fathers had over their children. For,
by the old Roman law, the pater familias had an
equally unlimited authority not only over his chil-
dren, but,in fome cafes, over his wife |; yet

there

* Hoc miraculum primum duo millia ex obviis ; mox jure
belli, refractis ergaftulis, fexaginta amplins millium fecit ex-
ercitum. Frorus, lib. 3. cap. 19,

4+ Sec Heineceii fyntagma antiquitatum, under the tides, s
fm‘ria poteflate, et de nutﬂl;:'f.rz
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there is no reafon from hence to conclude, that
this inftitution was prejudicial to the populoufnefs
of Rome. 1n the virtuous times of the common-
wealth the power was feldom abufed ; and, if, inr
corrupted times, mafters became more fevere, lawg

were enacted to reftrain their feverity ; at leaft, th

emperors, not long after the eftablithment of th

monarchy, began to look more narrowly into the:
behaviour of mafters in their families, and to pu--
nith outrages committed by them on their flaves*,
The emperor Hadrian banithed a lady for her fe-
verity to her fervants. It was a particular inftru-
&tion given to the praefeifus urbi (or the criminall
judge) who had alfo the care of the police of the:
city of Rome in moft articles, to hear and redrefs
the complaints of fervants againft their mafters +.
The temples and the ftatues of the prince were.
places of refuge for flaves, from whence they
could not be taken away by their mafters {. By
a refcript of Antoninus Piusl, it was ordained,
that fuch fervants fhould be fold as had been il
treated. And whoever will examine the hiftory
of the Roman law, will find in gentral, that the
emperors aimed continually at leflening that do-
meftic power which the antient Roman citizens had

becd

* Vid.l. 2. D. de his qui {ui vel alieni juris funt, ]
+ Vid. L. 1. § 1.8. D. de officio praefetti urbi.

§ Vid. § 2. inft. de his qui fui vel alieni juris funt,
| Vid.L z. D. eodem,
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been authorifed to exercife in their families, 'till
every thing was brought under the abfolute power
of the prince. Thus, even among the Romans
themfelves, the defpotic power over flaves was re-
ftrained, after it was found to be dangerous.
FurTHER, not only does it appear, that laws
were . made to reftrain the Romans from treating
their flaves cruelly ; but we have many documents
even in latter times, that where the law did not
regulate their conduct, they fet bounds to it them-
felves, and often from affection treated their flaves
with great humanity. Thuswe find, that they
gave ‘them the beft education, and taught them
arts and fciences : nor is there any branch of learn-
ing, in which we do not find, that flaves were e-
minently fkilled. Befides, their mafters frequent-
ly manumitted them, and at that time they often
got their peculium, by which means they had an
opportunity of acquiring large eftates. Nay, {uch
was the affetion of the Romans to their domeflics,
that they confidered their /iberti as part of their
family, and hence were obliged to aliment them

'in their poverty 5 which, if they neglected to do,
!they forfeited their jus patronatiis. They often
‘ordered their remains to be depofited in the fami-
ly fepulchre 5 and, after communicating this right
of burial, they frequently fubjoined-a claufe to
the monumental infcription, Ne de familia exeat.
If the patron had no children, he eften left his

whole
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whole eftate to his /iberti, and generally gave thems
legacies, whoever got the butk of the eftate.

Brsipes the domeftic flaves, the Romans had
another kind, called inguilini, coloni, et adfcriptitii
glebae, who were upon a {urer footing, beiig only
bound to certain annual preftations, and to labour
their mafter’s lands 3 from which he could not res
move them, nor raife their rents. Are thefe in-
dications of an inhumanity, which could have any
effect in preventing populoufnefs?

InpeED intercft, no lefs than humanity, muft
have prompted the Romans at all times to encou-
rage their flaves to raife families.

WirtH refpet to all commodities whatfoever, it
is commonly more advantageous to raife them up
than to buy them. That this holds with refpect
to flaves, is evident, from its having been thought
profitable in Jtaly, even in times of the higheft lu-
xury. Columella, who lived at {uch a time, ad-
vifes to breed from flaves ; nay, to give rewards,
and even to give liberty to fuch females, as were
mothers of more than three children *.

POMPONIUS ATTICUS, a man of the greateft
oeconomy among the Romans, had no flaves, but

fuch

* Foeminis quoque foecundioribus otium nonnunquam et
libertatem dedimus, cum complures natos educaflent : nam
cui tres erant filii, vacatio : cui plures, libertas quoque con-
tingebat. Haec enim juititia, et cura patris familias multum
confert augendo patrimenio.

De re ruftic. lib, 1. cap. &.
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fuch as were born in his own houfe. - This is ob-
ferved by his hiftorian, asamark of his good oe-
conomy *; he muft therefore have thought it
more profitable to breed than to buy. The fame
hiftorian hath remarked, that the cuftom of buy-
ing flaves proceeded from an incontinent and luxu-
rious tafte. We cannot therefore infer with Mr.
Humie+, that becaufe A¢ticus is praifed for his dili-
| gence in breeding, breeding was not the general
‘practice. Thefe praifes only thew, that many of
Atticus’s rank atted ina different manner from him,

and that he was not feduced by their example.
MR. Hume has remarked, that near all great
cities, in all populous, rich, induftrious provinces,
few cattle are bred; becaufe of the dearth of every
commodity in fuch places; and of ¢courfe, thac
the remoter and cheaper are the only breeding
countries for cattle; and, by parity of reafon,
for men toof. This only fhews, that fuch great
numbers of flaves would not be bred in or near
large cities, asin cheaper provinces ; but it does
Z not

# Pari modo, artifices caeteri, quos cultus domefticus de-
fiderat, apprime boni ; neque tamen horum quenquam, nif:
domi natum; domique faftum habuit : quod eft fignum non
folum continentiae, fed etiam diligentiae. Nam etnon in-
temperanter concupifcere, qucrd' a plurimis videas, continentis
debet duci; et potius diligentia, quam pretio, parare, non

- mediocris eft induftriae.
Corx. Ngp, invit, Attici, cap. 132,

& P. 110,

1P 163
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not prove, that many were not bred, even int
Rome itfelf, many more in other places of Izaly,,
or in other provinces, where provifions weres
cheaper: it does not at all affeét fmall cities, or1
places where there was little luxury : it does notj
affect the more antient and fimple ages: nay, it!
makes very little againft the breeding of flavesy
even in Rome itfelf ; for the Romans in times of!
their greateft luxury had little reafon to difcourage:
this practice, onaccount of the dearth of provi-.
fions, fince, according to the Differtation, the!
moft neceflary provifions were eafily purchafed at;
Rome, when luxury was very high. I grant,,
that the luxury of Rome was one of the chief
caufes, why Italy became lefs populous, not
indeed becaufe it rendered the breeding from
flaves unprofitable, but on account of grow-
ing delicacy and debauchery of manners; in con-
fequence of which, not only the former general
practice of marrying, but the love of agriculture
declined. And from the bitter reproaches which
Auguftus caft upon the great men of Rome for not
marrying, it may be juftly prefumed, that mar-
riage was lefs common among freemen than flaves;
nor is it improbable, that while the mafters gave
full fwing to their appetites, they would not fuf-

fer their flaves to commit the fame diforders.
NorwiTHSTANDING what has been obferved
concerning the advantages which arofe commonly
from the breeding of flaves, it doth not follow,
that
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that it was in no cafe profitable to buy. On many
occafions mafters would find buying both neceffary
:and advantageous ; which may account for what
\Mr. Hume obferves concerning the prattice of the
elder Cato *, who though a very great oeconomift,
s faid+ to have bought agreat many flaves ; for he
'bought them at the fales of prifoners of war, when
they would certainly be cheapeft, both becaufe
they had been moft eafily purchafed, and would
be moft numerous. No wonder that a man of
his frugality catched at fuch a cheap market. But
there is no where the {malleft hint, that he did
not encourage his flaves to breed; the contrary
may be inferred from what Plutarch tells, that he
allowed a commerce between his male and female
flaves, If he allowed it only at certain times, and
upon certain conditions, this might arife from the
aufterity of his temper, and the feverity of his
manners : if he obliged them to pay for the liber-
ty of commerce, this proceeded from too great
a love of gain, which made a remarkable part of
his character, and prompted him to feek profit in
every thing. But from neither of thefe circum-
ftances can it be inferred, that he did not intend
to multiply his flaves by this intercourfe: nay, his
very covetoufnefs is an argument, that he would
defign to increafe his riches by their breed ; and in
order to render their breeding more convenientand

advantageous,

o R oiag
4 Plutarch. in Cato. maj,
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advantageous, it would be neceffary to forbid all
irregular amours, according to Pluterch’s narra-
tion, and to fuffer their commerce only at certain

times, that the children might fall to be born at |
thofe feafons of the year, when the labour of the |

mothers would be leaft necefiary.
Neither would thofe other reftri¢tions mention-
ed by Mr. Hume, prevent flaves from breeding

for it is furely of little confequence to this effedt,

whether they were lodged under the fame roof with
the mafter * (as they might very well have been,

if they were not too numerous) or in feparate a-

partments ; whether the male and female flaves:

were laid at a diftance from one another or not 13

whether they lived on board-wagest, or which is |

more probable, had their {tated allowance of pro-
vifions, as is common in many houfes at prefent,
In like manner, it may be juitly fuppofed, that
the mafters, from aregard to their own intereft,
would bear with many inconveniencies arifing from
the breeding of their flaves ; which accounts eafily
for the precept of old Hefied, whom our author
quotes || to prove, that, in the opinion of the an-
tients, married flaves were inconvenient. Some
of the antients no doubt might be of this opinion:
fome people will gratify their inclination, in op-

pofition
* Political difcourfes, p. 174. | !
t Ibid. p. 175.
+ Thid.
| P. 174. Hefiod. oper. et d%er. lib, 2, lin, 23, 24, 229,

; "
221,
4 ¥
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pofition to their intereft : humour, fancy, caprice,
a juft regard to elegance, and a falfe tafte of re-
finement, have a mighty influence on all the af-
fairs of mankind. Hence fome of the antients
might have chofen rather to buy at a dearer rate,
and to want the profits arifing from the breeding
of their flaves, than fubmit to the trouble which
attended it. This might have been the charaéter
of Hefied. Poets often feek pleafure more than
~ riches ; but we muft not make them a ftandard
for the world. Indeed the paflage from Hefiod proves
not, either that the breeding of flaves was ge-
nerally reckoned difagreeable or inconvenient in
his days ; or though it had been fo, that man-
kind would not have generally fubmitted to it,
for the fake of their intereft. Perhaps too Hefiod
meant only to caution againft buying married
flaves, and to advife to buy unmarried ones, who
might afterwards have been fuffered to breed or
not, as beft anfwered the mafters conveniency, or
fuited his humour.

Wt have faid, that regard to intereft would
have a principal influence on mafters, and that
their management of their flaves would be chiefly
governed by it: from whence it is neceffary to
conclude, that every one who had occafion for
flaves, would buy or keep in his family, either
males or females, according to the nature of
the work in which he propofed to employ them,
and according to his views of profit; and that he

~would
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would keep neither males nor females he had ne
ufe for. On which account we need not wonder *,
that among the flaves left by Demofthenes’s father,
who was a {word-maker, there thould be mention
of none but handicraftimen, fword-cutlers and
cabinet-makers, as our author tranflates the word
Kawomaros, all males, except fome chamber-
maids, who had been about his wife. What elfe
could be expetted from a man of fuch an occupa-
tion, who wanted only handicraftfmen for carry-
ing on his bufinefs? By the fame manner of rea-
foning it appears, that we ought not to infer, that
the antient flaves did not breed, becaufe Caio,
when enumerating the flaves requifite to labour a
vineyard or plantation of olives, makes mention
only of one female, wiz. the overfeer’s wife ¥,
Thereafon is plain. Male-flavesbeing more robuft,
were fitter for country-labour, and there would
be occafion only for a woman or two, todo any of
thofe offices, for which women were more proper.
Besipes, it deferves to be remarked, agreeably
to what has been faid in the Differtation, that the
antient world being chiefly employed in agri-
culture and other laborious arts, for which men
were more proper than women, it may be ex-
pected, we fhould find many more male flaves
than female; in confequencg of which, many of

the

* Polit. difcourf. p. 171;
+ Ibid. p. 175, '
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the males might have wanted wives, and yet all
the females have been breeders.

NerTuer would the mafters be deterred from
breeding flaves at home, becaufe of thofe privi-
leges and indulgencies to which the Pernae feem
to have been entitled by cuftom ; for befides the
honefty, fidelity and attachment to the family,
which might be expefted from thofe who had
been born and bred in it, the inconveniency of
their pertnefs, if it really was thought one, might
have been overbalanced by other advantages. But
in truth our author * {feems to have been miftaken
in his conjeture on this article; for flaves were
commonly more valued and efteemed on account

of their pertnefs .

Our
* P. 169, 170.
+ This feems plain from many otber, as avell as the Jollowing
paffages.

Eadem caufa eftcur nos mancipiorum noftrorum urbanitas,
in dominos contumeliofa, delelet: quorum audacia ita de-
mum fibi in convivas jus facit, fi coepit a domino.— Pueros
quidem in hoc mercantur procaces, et eorum impudentiam
acaunt, et {ub magiftro habent, qui probra meditate effun-
dant : nec has contumelias vocamus, fed argutias,

- Sexeca de conftant. fapient. cap. 11.

Cogita filiorum nos modeftia deleétari, Vernularum licen-
$ia : illos difciplina triftiori contineri, horum ali audaciam,
Seneca de provid. cap. 1.

Faber offerwes on the averd vernilitas, that it fignified a particu-

dar kind of urhanitas.~—Urbanitas {ed affeCtata,neque ingenua et
liberalis.
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Our author has alfo recourfe to the Roman law,
to prove, that breeding from flaves was not com-
mon among the Romans ; for he obferves®, that
it is exprefsly remarked by the writers of the Ro-
man law, that fcarce any ever purchafe flaves,
with a view of breeding from them: and, in thenote

which hehas placed at the bottom of thefame page,
he

liberalis. [In confirmation of avhich, he quotes Pliny, Seneca,
Quintilian and Petronius. He adds, Amabatur ifta fervulorum
urbanitas five dicacitas procax ; et quaerebantur tales vel ex
longinquis regionibus, ut Agyptii, Mauri, Syri. Quod fi
non eflent dicaces {atis, ut docerentur et difcerent efle, nava-
bant operam heri. It appears from Suetonius (in Auguft,
cap. 83.) that the Mauri and Syri bad a great reputation for
this parrulity. Ludebat cum pueris minutis, quos facie et
garrulitate amabiles undique conquirebat, praecipue Mauros
et Syros. Thofe of Alexandria avere alfo in bigh reputation for
this quality ; avbich explains the phrafe convicia Nili iz the Syl
vae of Statius, Lib. 5. §. 66.

Non ego mercatus Pharia de puppe loquaces

Delicias, doftumque fui convicia Nili

Infantem, linguaque fimul falibufque protervum.

The following paffage in Quintilian (inftit. orat. lib. 1. cap.
2,) is a further proof, that flaves aere in general not lefs effeem=
ed, though they «were pert and foravard, Gaudemus (inguit) fi
quid licentius dixerint (wiz. fiberi noflri). Verba ne Alexan-
drinis quidem permittenda deliciis, rifu et ofculo excipimus,

juﬂus Lipfius explains the avord verniliter iz Seneca (de be-
nefic. lib. 2. cap. 11.) Blande et cum adulatione, vox (in-
guit) a vernis, id eft, {ervulis, qui fere blandiuntur; avhich
fhews, that the bebaviour of the Vernae awas not d&ﬁgﬂmﬁ&
impudent, but rather flattering, to make their court the better, and
render themfelves more agreeable,

by T b o

oy
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he is pleafed to cite the words of fome laws from
the Corpus Furis 5 none of which feeni to confirm
his hypothefis, or indeed to prove what he would
deduce from them.

ThE firft text he quotes is frﬂm Jender: ;{f d&' b€~
reditatis petitione.  Ancillarum etiam partus, et par-
tuum partus, quanguam frufius effe non exiflimantur,
quia non tenmere ancillae ejus vei carnfa comparantur,
ut pariant, augent tamen bereditatem. In order to
underftand this law, it is neceflary in the firft place
to remark, that, among the Romans; the ufif-
fruétus was a kind of perfonal fervitude, or life-
rent-right of ufe and enjoyment, by which a
certain perfon, called the #/ufrustuariuvs, different
from the proprietor, had right to all the fruits
and emoluments of whatever kind, 'that arofe or-
dinarily from the frufinvarious {ubftance ; whether
thefe emoluments ferved only for {upplying the
mere neceflities and wants, or increafed the con-
venience and pleafure of life. For all fuch emo-
luments were comprehended under the term fra-
&us ; provided after production the fubftance of
the fructuarious body remained entire. - Thus the
fruits of land were grafs, corn, wine; oil; &5es
thofe of houfes were either the actual lodging in
them, or their rent, if hired out to othersy of
thips, the failing in them, or the freight; and of
cattle, their brood, their milk, and their wool,
To the full and unlimited ufe and enjoyment of all
thefe emoluments the fruuarius had right, ac-

A a . cording
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cording as his #fusfructus was either of land, off
houfes, of fhips, or of cattle. In the fame man--
ner, he who had an wfusfrutus of a flave, had fulll
right to all the fruits and emoluments to be drawn
from this flave. Thefe, according to civilians,
were the profits of his labour and induftry, ac
quired either by fetting him to work at home, or
hiring him out for certain wages to the fervice of
ancther. In bominis ufufrullu operae funt, et ob
operas meycedes.— Frulius bominis in operis confbitit 2
et retroy in frudiu bominis operae funt® : i. e. the!
principal, the moft confiderable fruits of a man|
confift in his work, labour, induftry and pains:
and thefe on the other hand are included iz frusu|
or #fufruitu.

To thefe therefore the #ﬁfﬁﬁﬂ#ﬁﬁ}ﬂi had un-
doubted right.

Bur, befides thefe operae and mercedes ob operas,
there were likewife the partus ancillarum; concern-
ing which it was difputed among the civilians of
old, whether the partus ancillarum, or the iffue of a
female {lave, belonged to the u/ufruéiuarius, i. e.
the liferenter of the mother, in the fame manner
as the foetus pecorum belonged to the #fufruiiuarius
pecoriii, \

TuE queftion was determined in the negative:
and for this determination Ulpian in different pla-
ces of his writings affigns different reafons. In
1. 68. ff. de ufufruéiu, he fays, Neque enim in fruiiu

- bominis

* L.3. 4. ff. de operis {ervorum.
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bominis bomo elfe poteft. ‘The meaning of which is,
That nature bhaving produced all kinds of fruits
for the ufe of man, man himfelf therefore could
not make a part of thefe fruits, fince he had a right
to enjoy them. And thus we find this reafon ex-
plained in /Z 28. § 1. f. de wfuris. Abfurdum e-
nim videbatur, bominem in fruitu efle, cum omnes
fruflus rerum natura bominum gratid comparaverit,
This philofophy of the lawyers {feems to be founded
on the doétrine of the Stoics, who taught, that
every thing in nature was produced for the ufe of
man. Ommnia, guae fint in boc mundo, quibus utantur
bomines, hominum caufa fafla effe et parata®. For
' from this fe the Roman lawyers borrowed moft
of their philofophical principles.

Axotrzr reafon for the fame determination is
afligned by Ulpian in I. 27%. ff. de bereditatis peti-
tione, quoted by Mr. Hume. Quia non temere an-
cillae ejus vei caufa comparantur, ul pariant, i.e. the
iflue of female flaves is not comprehended under,
or reckoned among their fruits, becaufe maids
are not purchafed principally for breeding. The
ehief defign in buying or having them, is to fet
them at work, and by their work to make gain.
The immediate view therefore with which flaves
are purchafed, is that they may labour, not thag
they may breed. Hence the profits of their labour
belong to the #fufrutinarius, but not their brood,

Yer it would furely be abfurd from hence to

conclude,

* Cicero, lib. 2. ¢, 61. de nat. deor,
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conclude, that mafters might not have other views
in purchafing female flaves, befides thofe which
were moft immediate. 1t would be yet more abfurd
to fay, that thofe who had actually purchafed them,
at firft perhaps with other views, would not, if
they found it convenient, allow them to breed,
*T'is common now a-days to hire fervants for cer-
tain definite purpofes; yet, if they have time,
they are ufually putto other bufinefs. Befides, it
deferves to be remarked, how cautioufly Ulpian
fpeaks: he fays, #non temere. Now, the idea which
the word femere conveys at firft, is that of rath-
uels. .And if the law might be underfiood in this
way, ‘tis furely true; that men, far from being
rath, would be extremely cautious and circum-
ipect, when they purchaled flaves for breeding ;
and from hence it not only would not follow, that
flaves were never purchafed in this view, but the
direétly contrary would appear. .

However Ulpian’s words can hardly bear this
interpretation. His non temere muft be underftood,
as if he had faid, that men are very cautious, how
they buy flaves for breeding; or, which is the
{ame thing, that for the moft part they do not;
for he by no means fays, that they never do pur-.
chafe them in this view. In thort, Ulpian can on-'
iy intend to declare, that the principal, chief, and
immediate view in purchafing female flaves was
not to breed from them. This is very agree-
able to the decifions of the lawyers concerning the
| fusfenéius
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wfusfrufius and partus ancillarwm, and makes it a
very {trong reafon, as in this refpect there is a wide
difference between men and other animals. For
men often buy horfes, mares, bulls, cows, and all
forts of cattle, merely and principally for thefake of
abreed ; but feldom or never purchafe flaves on
the fame defign. For though fometimes maids
might bepurﬁha{'ed for their beauty ; yet, as the
oood qualities, either of mind or body, do not
{o conftantly defcend to the pofterity of mankind,
as thofe of brutes defcend to their brood, a fine
breed could feldom be the principal view in the

purchale of flaves.
~Bur that it ought not to be concluded, from

either this, or any other law of the Corpus, that it
was not ufual among the Romans, to breed from
female flaves ; nay, that it was not only not unu-
fual, but very common to do fo, appears from
the numberlefs places of it, in which the parius
ancillarum are mentioned ; from the many and va-
rious cales ftated about them ; and from the mul:
titude of the queftions propofed, and. decifions
given about their property in thofe different cafes.
Had not difputes been daily occurring of this kind,
is it probable that the Corpus would have been re-
plenifhed with fuch decifions ¢ And couyld difputes
of this kind have daily occurred, unlefs both the gx-
¢cillae and the partus ancillarum had been very nu-
merous ? To cite particular paffages would be
_endlefs, Almoft every page contains fome cafe,

- fome
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fome example, or fome determination about them ;
nay, Ulpian treating of what could be exated by
the rightful and true heir from him, who without

any jufl title had feized on the inheritance, in this
very /. 27. ff. de bered. pet. determines, that a-

mong other things, the partus ancillarum ought to
be reftored.

Besipes, the ferviles cognationes, the ferviles ad-
finitates, and the comtubernia fervorwm, are often
mentioned exprefsly in the Corpus, Regulations
are made, rules laid down, and queftions deter-
mined as well about this comtubernium, as about the
Jawful marriage of free citizens. And if it is an
univerfal gbfervation, which we may form upon
language™®, that where two related parts of a whole
bear any proportion to each other, in numbers,
rank or confideration, there are always cerrelative
terms 1nvented, which anfwer to both the parts,
and exprefs their mutual relation: as we have here
a whole, and its two related parts, and correlative
terms invented, which anfwer to both thefe parts,
and exprefs their mutual relation; I muft, ac-
cording to Mr. Hume’s ingenious doctrine, infer,
that fince the contubernia fervorum bore no propor-
tion to the muptiae or connubia of free Roman citi-
zens, in rank or confideration, they muft have
borne a great proportion to each other in number;
and from hence, that the iffue of thele ¢contubernia
or the Vernae were very numerous ; for contuber-

| wiuns

* Polit. difcour, p. 169,
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nium was as conftantly faid of flaves, as muptiae
and connubium of free Roman citizens *.

FurTHER, this reafon cannot fhew, that the
Romans ufed not to purchafe flaves to breed from
them, at the time to which the greateft populouf-
nefs of antient nations is fixed in the Diflertation :
for Ulpian, who affigns it, lived about the begin-
ning of the third century, under the emperors Se-
ptimius Sevevus, Antoninus Caracalla, Opilius Macri-
nus and Diadumenus, Alagabalus and Alexander Se.
verus ; the laft of whom was principally direéted
by his advice, and governed by his couniels, long
after the eftablithment of that empire, which feems
to have been one principal caufe of the depopula-
tion of Europe.

To underftand how the other texts of the civil
law, quoted by Mr. Hume, from the title de /#d;-
litio edifto,do not make muchfor his argument: *cis
neceflary to cbferve, that the .£diles, who among
other things had jurifdiction over the public mar-

kets,

* To fay the truth, however ingenious fuch criticifims
may be efleemed, fortune and chance feem to have had
great influence on the formation and firuéture of language,
reafon, philofophy, and the real fimilitudes and diftinétions
of things too little. 'The term Ferma might have been
invented, becaufe being more numcmﬁs, there were more
frequent occafions to {pcak of the Veriae than of the eumpti.
After all, may not empsus be fuppofed the correlative to  Ver-
na; at leaft we findthem oppofed in the law : (§ 30. inflit. de
legatis) and T am miftaken, if the phrafe, Noz werna fed em-
ptus, s not to be found fomewhere in an antient author,
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kets, and the goods fold in them, publithed an
edict, by which they ordered thofe who fold flaves,
to tell the buyers, Quid morbi vitiive cuique fit.
And if either they did not do fo, or the flave was
found to have faults, which the merchant had de-
clared it had not, the #diles by this edit ordered
the feller to receive back his flave, and reftore the
price to the buyer. It was therefore neceflary to.
underftand, what was meant by morbus wvitimmve,
in order to know in what cafes the purchafer could
return the flave, and force the merchant to reftore
the price.  Now, in L. 1. § 7. f. de Edilitio edifio,
we find a general definition of the word morbus :
Efi qu;fm cujufque corporis contra naturam, qui ﬂﬁsm '
¢jusad id facit deteriorem, cujus caufa naturanobis ejus
corporis [anitatem dedit.  And in the fame place we
are told, that mwerbus and vitiwm have not, in this -
title, adifferent, but the fame fignification. In
I. 1. § 8. eod. this general doltrine is applied to
flaves in particular ; and we are informed by the
lawyer, that every thing is reckoned morbus or vi-
tium, quod wfum minifieriumque bominis impediat. In
fhort, it appears, that morbus was called and
reckoned whatever defect, either of body or of
mind, hindered the flave from being ufeful, and
from performing the fervice for which he was de-
figned by nature.

From whence we conclude, that thofe bndzl}*
defects alone, are here underftood, which could,
and therefore ought to have been known to the

feller,
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feller, and, at the fame time, difabled the flave ei-
ther from working, or from propagating his kind.
Hence we need not be furprifed, that /pado, in
l. 6. § 2. de £dil. ediii. is faid to be neither mor-
bofus nor vitiofus. For though /pade, as evidently
appears from /. 128. ff. de wverborum fignificatione,
15 a general term, ufed fometimes to denote allfuch
 as are incapable of generation, from whatever caufe
' this inability proceeds, whether from nature, ac-
cident or defign; yetin this place it is taken in a
more limited fenfe, and fignifies one, who either
by difeafe, old age; natural infirmity, or from a
wrong conformation of parts, was incapable of
procreation,  Such men may often be healthy, and
ftrong enough in other refpects, and very fit for
labour. Hence the buyer could not, on pretence
of the impotence of a flave of this fort, force the
{eller to receive him back; and to reftore the price;
becaufe, if the flave looked well otherwife, the {el-
ler might well be fuppofzd to be ignorant of thisim-
perfection ; becaufe in fome cafes the buyer himfelf
might be prefumed not to be ignorant of it, as in
that of old age, which he might eafily be fuppofed
already to know to be ¢ffeeta ; becaufe, at the fame
time the flave often was not by fuch an imperfection
rendered lefs able to labour, which was his pring-
pal bufinefs ; and, /aftly, becaufe the infirmity
might be removed, either by an unexpected reco-

very of vigour, or by diet and medicine *,
Bb Bur

* A notable inftance of this kind, very appofite to the pre-
fent argument, may be feen in the Medic. Effays, wol. 5. art. 30,
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BuT inl 7.e0d. we find that flave reckoned mor
bofus, who by mutilation had been made incapable
of generation.  For it was both the intention o
nature, and of the purchafer, if he found it con
venient, that flaves fhould propagate. Hence
however healthy and robuft he might be in othe
refpects, and however fit for working, fuch aflay
might be returned as morbofus ; for he laboured un-
der a bodily defect, which, at the fame time that
it might, and ought to have been known to th
feller, rendered the flave incapable of performin
that fervice for which he was defigned by nature
viz. of propagating his kind. Does this fhew, tha
the Romans had little or no view of breeding fro
their flaves? Or can it be from hence inferred,,
that the Roman lawyers inculcate any fuch doétrine,,
That the impotence of a flave was only regarded,,
fo far as his health or life might be affcéted by
it ; and that in other refpects he was full as valu-
able? ’Twas much otherwife. For though, as
it has been faid already, the principal view in pur-
chafing flaves, was to fet them at work ; yet to
breed from them, was a view {o common,
that a flave, made by mutilation incapable of
procreation, was not only not full as valuable as
he would have been, had he not laboured under
this defect, but might be returned to the feller,
as ufelefs, and of no value, For the word mor-
bofus, the mifapprehenfion or mifapplication of

which feems to have led Mr. Hame to quoté
thele
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thefe texts from the title de Zdil. edif. in
fupport of his general pofition, muft, in this
title of the Corpis, never be underftood as folely
and immediately relative to health and ftrength
of body, but muit always be referred to the
redhibition allowed and introduced by this -e-
di&. Morbus, as defined above, appears to have a
quite different fignification among the civilians
on this title, from that which it has among phy-
ficians. For a flave might happen, in the eye of
law, to be reckoned morbofus, though perhaps
he was not cnly healthy, but extremely robutt.

In general, with regard to male and female
flaves, this dottrine is to be held, that, though un-

able to propagate their kind, they are not in the
{fenfe of this title reckoned morbefi, unlefs the de-
fect, from which this inability proceeds, be at
lealt fuch as may be known to the feller. And
from hence we may ecaflily explain every law

quoted by Mr. Huime.
Tuus a2 woman is not reckoned miordofz, be-

caufe fhe bears dead children, unlefs this pro-
ceeds from fome apparent defet *.  Such a wo-
man might, perhaps, by phyficians, be reckoned
difeafed, but, according to civilians, gave no
room for redhibition ; for fhe might, notwith-
ftanding, be very healthy and fit for labour; the
merchant might well be fuppofed ignorant of the
defeét, or at leaft of its continuance ; and the

death

* 1., 14. p. f. de Aidil ediét,
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death of her offspring might be occafioned by ma-
ny accidents, quite foreign to the mother’s confti-
tution.

In the fame manner, a woman, who is bar- |
ren by nature, is not reckoned morbofz : but if’
her barrennefs proceeds from an external defect,
or from a vifible fault in her body, fhe is then
reckoned morbofa. 8o alfo we find many particu-
lar and extraordinary cafes ftated in fome para-
graphs of the fourteenth law of this title, the de-
cifions of which are founded on principles precifely '
the fame with thofe already explained *. For in|
moft of thefe cafes the faults are vifible and ap-
parent, fuch as the feller either did or ought!

to have known. Again, it was the unanimous
opinion of lawyers, and perhaps it was never

doubted, that a woman with child was found;
and the reafon affigned is, becaufe it is the
greateft and moft important office of the fex,
confidered as fuch, to conceive and bring chil-
dren to the full time. For, befides the ufual
recovery of vigour after child-birth, women in
this fituation are employed in one of thofe fer-
vices, for which they were defigned by nature
and by confequence could not, in confiftency with
the definition of morbus given above, be reckoned
morbgfa. They were then bufied in what was both
at that time, and is ftill reckoned the chief and

moft

FLoig §12 3.7, 1 g5 £, de Adil, edidt,
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moft important bufinefs of females. It was, be-
fides, a fure indication and firong argument of her
foundnefs, if a woman had that talent which na-
ture had peculiarly allotted to her kind’; for thofe
of the fex are ufually obferved to be moft found
and healthy, who bear a great number of chil-
dren. Does then this prove, that the offspring
of women were not confidered, when the mothers
were purchafed ? Though it muft be confeffed,
that the was reckoned found, not on account of
the value of her offspring ; for what had the va-
lue of the offspring to do with the foundnefs of
the mother’s conftitution ? Nay, not only a wo-
man with child, buteven a woman in labour, 7
ipfo aftu puerperii, was reckoned found; for be-
fides that accipere aut tueri conceptum is exprefsly
faid to be the maximum ac praccipuum munus foemi-
narum, no man could buy a woman in this fitua-
tion, and at the fame time be ignorant of her con-
dition. :

From all thefe obfervations, it may be inferred,
either that nothing can be deduced from the wri-
tings of the Roman lawyers, which tends in the
leaft to fupport Mr. Hume’s hypothefis ; or that
none of thefe writings affect the general queftion ;
or perhaps, that they help to deftroy the truth of
Mr. Hume’s doGrine, and to fupport that of the
hypothefis laid down in the preceeding D;_'ﬂgy;@;
tion. For furely fome of thefe laws directly prove,
that the Romans ufed to breed from their flaves,

Thig
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This could be further demonftrated from feveral
other texts, which it were ealy to quote from this
very title, and from many others in the Corpus.
One thing I cannot omit, as it is indeed very re-
markable, that the dos or dowry given to hufbands
with their fpoufes to help them to fupport the
burdens of marriage, confifted ufually, if not
wholly, at leaft in a great meafure, of f{laves;
who partly by their labour, partly by their brood,
fufficiently anfwered the purpofe. Every body
knows, that the cafe is the fame at this day in 4-
merice and the 77eft Indies: and that it was {o a-
mong the Romans, is evident from the titles de
(ponfalibus, de ritunuptiarum, and the other titles
of the 23, 24 and 25 books of the pandeéts.
From what has been faid hitherto it appears,
that the antients did not treat their flaves fo cruel-
ly, as Mr. Hume hath imagined ; and that it was
agreeable to their intereft and their cuftoms to en-
courage them to propagate; in confequence of
which it will be found, thatas flaves in general
were very numerous both among the Greeks and
Romans, fo the Vernae or home-born {laves were
far more numerous than fuch as had been brought
from foreign countries. This will add greatly to
the force of all the foregoing arguments.
Noruinc is more evident, than that flaves
were prodigioufly numerous both in Greece and I-
taly, Almoft every family had fome: we read of
many hundreds, nay thoufands belonging to one
man,
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man. This great numeroufnefs of flaves is fuf-
ficiently proved by many paffages of Mr. Hume’s
difcourfe, where on the authority of antient hiftory
he fpeaks of immenfe multitudes of them.

Ir then they were fo numerous, methinks this
fingle circumftance muft go a great way to prove,
that flaves were abundantly prolifick. How elfe
could they be fo numerous in every period? How
can it be fuppofed, that fo many thoufands, nay
millions, were imported from foreign countries ?
This is an hypothefis almoft impofiible ; however,
impoflible as it feems to be, it is neceflary to main-
tain it, unlefs we allow, that the numbers of
flaves were chiefly increafed by their propagation.

On the other hand Mr. Hume cites the authority
of Plinyand Plutarch*®, who both take notice, how
numerous Barbarian {laves were in ltaly 3 from
whence, and from this other circumftance, that
the numbér of people increafed not in Jzaly +,
though there was a conftant flux of flaves from the
remoter provinces of the empire, he would infer,
that the Roman {laves, f{o far from being prolifick,
could noteven keep up the ftock, without immenfe
recruits from the provinces.

Bur this phaenomenon may be ealily accounted
for, by comparing the antient and latter flate of
the Romans; from whence it will be evident, that

if the people of Jraly did not increafe, notwith-
| | ftanding
* P. 178,
+ P. 168,
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ftanding the great number of Barbarian flaves,
this happened only in latter times; and that this
{tagnation ought to be derived from a fource very
different from this, that the flaves did not com-
monly propagate.

In early times, the city of Rome and the Roman
people increafed greatly. Their fimple and labori-
ous life, their love of agriculture, the frequent
tranfportations of people to Rome fromthe neigh-
bouring ftates which they had fubdued, occafioned
this increafe. But in the latter times of the com-
monwealth, and during the monarchy, agriculture
and induftry declined greatly, and the luxury and
debauchery of the times hindered marriages. Ofthis
Auguftus complained heavily, and endeavoured to
redrefs the evil by penal laws; but all in vain. The
evil continued; nay, grew worfe daily. For the cor-
ruption of their manners was too great to be curbed
bylaws. *T'was from hence that the fignal decay both
of Roman citizens and of flaves proceeded. Recruits
were therefore neceffary for both, but efpecially for
the latter, who decreafed on a double account, both
from the general depravity of all ranks, which
could not fail to have fome influence on flaves,
as well as others : and likewife, as multitudes of
them were continually manumitted, to keep up
the number of the citizens. This cuftom of ma-
numitting flaves was little practifed in the more
carly, but came much into ufe in the latter times,
and grew at length into {fuch a grievance, that

Anguftus
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Auguftus found it neceflary to redrefs it, by making
particular laws (&liz Sentia and Fufia Caninia) to
regulate the numbers, qualifications, and rights
of thofe who were manumitted *. This is not
only the natural, but the genuine account why
fuch large recruits for keeping uvp the ftock of
flaves came to be neceffary, and were actually im-
ported from the provinces. But, however necel-
fary they might be, the bad confequences of fuch
‘importations would be vifible : this would give oc-
cafion of complaint to fome, others would give di-
rections how to prevent the bad effectsin particulaf
cafes. Hence we find Pliny complaining of the man-
cipiorum legiones, et in domo turba externa +; and Plu-
tarch obferving, that in the times of the Gracchi 1,
therewasa great want of freemen over all ZZaly, while
it abounded with prifons for Barbarian {laves. *Tis
hence alfo that we find arro giving it as an ufe-
ful advice for a family, not to buy too many {laves
of the fame nation|. But none of thefe teftimo-
nies prove, that the greateft number of the flaves
was born out of Italy, even in thofe degenerate
times ; on the contrary, we have the exprefs te-
ftimony of Appian to prove, that the cuftom of
purchafling Barbarians, was not the chief caufe of

Ce . the

- * Vide Heineccii fyntagma antig. L. 1. t. 5, 6, 7.
+ Polit. difcourf. p. 176,
1 In Tibs Gracch.
il Polit. difcourf. p. 176.
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the increafe of flaves, but that they had multiplied
prodigioufly by propagation, as they were totally
exempted from military fervice *, while the num-
ber of the freemen had been greatly diminifhed,
both by the direful effects of war, and by that op-
preflion which the rich exercifed over the poor,
whom they deprived of their lands, and forced
from their poffeffions and habitations.

As our author has not proved, that the greateft
part of the Roman flaves were imported from fo-
reign countries ; {o neither does he feem to have
{fucceeded any better in his remarks on the Greeks.
The names given to flaves in the Greek comedies,
Syrus, Myfus, Geta, &¢.+, will not afford a pre-
{fumption, that at Athens, or other Greck cities,
moft of the flaves were imported from foreign
nations ; for many of the names of the {laves in
the Greek plays are not of this kind: and though
all of them were, how much does chance govern
in fuch matters? It is very probable, I own, that
many of the Greek flaves had been originally of
Barbarian extrattion ; for doubtlefs the Greeks
would rather have made flaves of the Barbarians,
than of their own countrymen,and thofe who came
firft into Greece, might perhaps be named from

the

* 'Ex  woavmaidiag 3@&3‘9?1‘5! LRIV UNEE auEu‘uﬂJr
g Tog rsu'l.:sf.fe;ct;. :
Arpian. de bell. civ. lib. 1.
1+ P. 170.
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: the countries from which they had been imported:
- but as probably they would tranfmit the fame fort
 of names to their pofterity, though born in Greece,
we cannot conclude, that becaufe a flave has fuch
or fuch a name, himfelf was a native of this or
that country.

Uron the whole matter, I apprehend, that we
would not do well to conclude, that the names
commonly given to the perfonages introduced
into our dramatic performances, were the moft
common at the times when thefe pieces were com-
pofed. We might as well fay, that Stichus was
the moft common name of a flave, or Titius of a
freeman, becaufe the Roman lawyers, when put-
ting cafes, and illuftrating their doftrines by ex-
amples, commonly make ufe of thefe two names.

NerTHER does it appear from the authority of
any antient writer, that all the Greek flaves were
Barbarigns. In particular, this cannot be deduced
from any paflfage in Demoftbenes; nor canl find it
afferted in any paffage of Ifucrates’s panegyric,
which Mr. Hume hath quoted to prove it *,

WraaT has been faid above, {eems {ufficient to
invalidate any objections which may be ftarted a-
gainft our hypothefis, that in antient times f{laves
were generally allowed to propagate. But, be-
fides, ftrong pofitive evidence may be brought to
prove their fcrnhzy, and of courfe, that the Fer-

- nae were extremely numerous.
' I

* Polit. difcourf, p. 171,
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In this view it deferves to be remarked, that,
among thofe antient monumental infcriptions
which have been preferved, vaft numbers are
found to be infcribed * by flaves to the memory
of their fathers, mothers, hufbands, wives and
children. Now we may be fure, that not one of
many hundreds who had fuch relations, were at
the trouble and expence of teftifying their affection
in that manner ; and that there is not one of ma-
ny thoufands of thofe monuments which were e-
reted for this purpofe that have been preferved
unto our times. This naturally leads us to con-
clude, that the marriages of the flaves were com-
mon : how elfe could there have been fo many in-
fcriptions of this kind ?

A much ftronger argument may be brought
for the actual fertility of the flaves, and the vaft
numbers of Vernae, from the abfurdity of fuppo-
fing fuch an incredible number of them, as we
find both in Ttaly and Greece, or the greateft pare
of them to have been purchafed for money, or
imported from foreign countries. Whence could
fuch vaft fums have been raifed ? Some of the Ro-
mans are {aid to have had 10,000; nay, fome of
them to have had 20,000 flaves+. At any rate

' ‘ there

#* See the colleftions of Grff'.t‘m;;, Reinefiss, F;:.Ergm‘ and
Muratorius, :

+ Athen. Deipn. lib. 6. cap. 28. Seneca fays of Deme-
tyius, awho had been made free by Pompey, Numerus illi quoti-

dl.f.'- fervnrum, veIut imperatori exercitus, referebatur.
De tranqmlhl:ate, r:ap 8.
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there muft have been feveral millions in Jzaly. Let
us make a computation. It is obferved of Cato
the cenfor *, as an inftance of his frugality, that
he would never give above 1 500 dracbmae, or about
48 /. for aflave. This could not have been among
the higheft, it muft rather have been among the
| Jowelt prices. But even at this rate one million of
flaves would have coft the Romans in Italy more
than 48 millions Sterling, and the importers from
foreign countries half as much, allowing them
even cent. per cent. of profit.  In the fame manner,
reckoning half of the 400,000 Athenian laves to
be of full age, and each of them to be worth two
sminae T, which is the leaft value Demgfibenes puts
upon his father’s flaves, they would have coft more
than 1,200,000 /. Isthere any reafon to think,
that a trade was carried on in antient times to an
extent proporticnable to fo vaft an importation ?
befides, what bad policy muft it have been, to
have encouraged the buying, and difcouraged
the breeding of flaves ? The antients were {enfible
of this, and therefore encouraged breeding.
Hewnce Tibullus when withing for whatever was
beft for an hufbandman, prays that his farm may
be ftocked with a crowd of Vernae, the fureft fign

of wealth and plenty.

Turbague

* Plutarch, in Cat. maj.
+ Some of them woere aworth five or fix minae, thirty of them

fere nat under thres,
| Qrat. in Aphobum. 3.
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T urbaque vernarum, [aturi bona figna colons,
Ludet, et ex virgis extruet arte cafas.
Tis. eleg. lib. 2. eleg. 1. lin. 23. 24.
Horace reprefents them as numerous about the
houfes of rich men, as bees about a hive.
Pofitofque vernas, ditis cxamen domus,
Circum renidentes lares.
HoraT. epod. 2. lin. 65. 66.
SacrEep writ takes notice, that Abrabam™ armed
318 trained fervants, born in his own houfe 1, to
fight againft Chedorlaomer, and {fome other princes,
who had plundered Sodom, and carried Lo# ca-
ptive. This number of 318 comprehended only the
males of full age, whom Abrebam thought fit to
carry along with him in this expedition. Perhaps
he had others befides, whom he left at home : at
any rate he muft have had many females and
young children unfit for war. All which fhews
how numerous the Fernae were in the eaft in the

moft antient times, and how careful the antients
were to encourage the breeding of their {laves.
Bur if the inftitution of flavery tended fo much
to the populouinefs of antient nations, it may be
afked, whence is it that it does {o little fervice at
prefent ? are Zurky §, and other countries, where
flavery now prevails, fo extremely populous? on
the contrary, are they not almoft quite void of

peopie,

* Gen. xiv. 14.
+ Expeditos vernaculos fuos. edit. vulg,
1 Political difcour. p. 179.
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people, and ftriking examples of the pernicious
influence of flavery ? are not fuch examples which
are immediately before our eyes chiefly to be re-
garded? And when we behold fuch glaring in-
ftances of defolation in countries where flavery ob-
tains at prefent, why fhould we imagine this infti-
" tution muft have had fuch a prolific influence in
| antient times ?

On this it is only neceffary to obferve, how ea-
fy it is to account from other principles for the
{carcity of people in Turky, and other countries
where {lavery obtains at prefent. Modern flavery
feems to be on a much worle footing than the an-
tient. In particular, flavery in Turky, Algiers,
Tunis, Tripoli, Morocco, and other African coun-

tries, is both very fevere, and under bad regu-
lations : if we add to this the oppreflion and bad
policy of thefe governments in other refpects, can
we be furprifed at their want of people ? How can
it be expefted, that a Zurkifh policy fhould not-
render this vaft empire a defart !

T'o conclude this account of flavery, fince our
authorhas referred * to the maximsof our planters;
to fuch as are beft acquainted with thefe maxims,

(it is referred, if many of the preceeding obferva-
tions are not confirmed by the praftice in our A-
merican colonies ? if the planters are not fonder of
purchafling home-bred flaves, though at a dearer
price, than cf buymg directly from Africa? if

they

= r.1ye
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they do not find them more ufeful for their work ?
if difcouraging flaves to breed, on account either
of dearth of provifions, or any other reafon, was
almoft ever known among them? if on the con-
trary, the planters do not encourage the breed of
flaves as much as they can, and will not often ra-
ther buy a mate, if it be neceffary, than want the
breed ? if they do not find, that the flaves who are
bred in our plantations are not more healthy, and
agree better with the climate than the Ewuropeans ?
if they are not more prolific, and ferve better to
increafe our colonies ? and finally, if the planters,
inftead of defiring fuch multitudes of {laves as are
poured in upon them from Africa, have not been
often deliberating about preventing the importa-
tion of African flaves altogether ? According to
good information, all thefe queftions will be
anf{wered in the affirmative *,

* As the antient flavery contributed to the populoufnefs of the
avorld, fo it avas accompanied with feweral other advantages:
and though the Turkith favery, like all other parts of their poli=
ey, is cruel and fevere, yet a Sfight of it feems to hawe reconciled
that able ﬁfwfm* and politician Bulbequius #o this inflitution, and
brought bim over to the cpinion, that it awas accompanied with
greater advaniages than difadvantages, He awas ambaflador from
the emperor of Germany to Solyman about 200 years ago, awhen
the Turkifh empire avas in a wery flourifbing condition : he avas
mj’b a curious and accurate aé;.@rf::fr, much absve the am?.#mr_p rate
of travellers, and bad better opportunities of knowing the true
Sfate of 'Tarky than others. I have therefore fubjoined bis avords,
Caeteroqni qui apud nos mendicant, apud eos ferviont -
captum ufu membrorum fervum nihilominus herus alit, nec

ell
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eft ita debilitatus quifquam, quin operae ejus aliqued fit pre-
tium. Memini me redimere non ignobilem militem Hifpa-
num, qui ordines apud fuos duxerat: quem cum membris
omnibus ex vulneribus debilitatum Turca emiflet, rationem
tamen iniit, quomodo fruftum ex eo caperet : trajecit eam
in Afiam, ubi anferum greges aluntur, quibus pafcendis ope-
ras ejus locabat, ex quo non contemnendum lucellum facie-
‘bat.  Ac nefcio an optime rebus noftris confuluit, qui fer-
vitutem primus foftulit. Scio fervitii varia effe incommoda,
fed ea commodorum pondere fublevantur. Si jufta et cle-
mens et qualem Romanae leges pracferibunt, fervitus, prae-
fertim publica, maneret; non tot fortafle crucibus, neque
tot patibulis opus efiet ad coercendos, quibus practer vitam
et libertatem nihil eft, quos egeftas ad quodvis audendam fce-
lus impellit. Libertas fine re non femper fuadet honella : non
omnium ingenia inopem ferunt libertatem : nec omnes ita
nati funt, ut {e regere et fuo arbitrio recte uti fciant ; melioris
duttu atque imperio tanquam adminiculo opus habent, nullum
alioqui peccandi finem faéturi. ut{unt quaedam beftiae, qua-
rum ferocitas femper metuenda fit, nifi vinculis aut robore co-
erceantur. Hic quidem mens imbecillior anloritate herili
gubernatur ; herus {ervi labore vivit. Turcae, maxima, qua
publice, qua privatim, e fervitio emolumenta capiunt ; rem
familiarem fervorum operis praeclare tuentur; ideoque pro-
verbio negant eum pauperem videri cui vel unicus fervus fit.
Sed et publice fiquid moliendum, transierendum, eruderan-
dum, aut minuendum fit, id fervorum opera et afliduitace
confequuntur. Nos operum antiquorum magnificentiam nui-
quam aflfequimur, quid enim ? manibus deftituimur, hoc eft
{fervili auxilio : ut taceam, quantum inftrumentum fervorum
doftrina et literae fuerint veteribus ad omnem {cientizm adi-
pifcendam. Sed ta haec animi caufa dici a me puta. Tur-
cicae quidem militiae fruftus haud aliunde magis conftat
- quam ex fervis, Similes Turca nihil aliud reportet e bello
quam unum aut alterum mancipium, bene rem fuam gefiit;
Dd eulit
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tulit laborum praemium. Nam vulgare mancipium quadra-
ginta att quinquaginta coronatis aeftimatar; quod fi aetatis
aut formae aut opificii acceflione commendetur, duplicatur
pretium : ex quo fatis liquere arbitror, quantum compendi-
um faciant cum undecunque quinque aut fex captivorum
millia abducunt, quamque quaeftuofae fint illorum deprae-
dationes. Nec Romanos olim hec lucrum fprevifle ad-
verto, cum fectiones urbium univerfas viginti quinque aut
triginta millium capitem diftraherent et publicarent, ut eo-
rum fcripta teftantar, Turcae quidem ex tali feétione plos
minus decles quinquies centena coronatorum millia redige-
rent. Quanquam illi quidem a fuae religionis hominibus
jure belli abftinent, ab omnique capitis diminutione habent
IMmunes.

A. Gilileni Bufbequii omnia quae extant. Lugd. 1637.
epift. 3. p. 160.

Par 1. H,

SECTION. .l

HitaerTto of flavery, or the domeftic oeco-
nomy of the antients. It will be neceffary in’the
next place to inquire into their political fituation ;
and firft, to confider the maxims of their govern-
ment in time both of peace and war, of which our
author hath drawn as frightful a picture, as he
had done before of the cruelty exerciled towards
{laves.

Mgr. Hume hath indeed admitted, that the e-
quality of fortune which obtained among the an-
tients, the fmall divifions of their ftates, and their
love of liberty were circumftances favourable to

populoufnefs.
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- populoufnefs*. But nothing can be imagined more
unfavourable than the reft of their political ma-
Xims, as they are reprefented in the political

difcourfe.
AccorpiNg to our author, the antient repu-

blics were almoft in perpetual war; the maxims
of antient were more deftructive than thofe of mo-
dern war, and battles were much more bloody and
defperate in antient than in modern times; the
maxims of the antients in time of peace were alfo
more tyrannical, their factions keener and more
inveterate, the fines they impofed more arbitrary
and exorbitant, and their political inftitutions in
general not fo well calculated to preferve order
and ftability, as in modern times. For each of thefe
particulars he hath offered his reafons: and upon
the whole, he is not only inclined to believe, that
modern policy is more favourable to populoufnefs
than that of the antient, but entertains fuch an o-
pinion of antient policy, as to affirm, that the
police and government of the Turks, though he
owns it to be not very favourable to induftry and
propagation, is preferable to that barbarous un-
fettled condition in which the Thracians, the Ge-
#¢s, and the Ilyrians antiently lived 1.

Oxe would not perhaps wonder, that thefe and
other barbarous nations ; nay, that fome of the
Greek tyrannies fhould be drawn with fuch an hor-
| rible

* P. 210. 183. 184.

+ P. 248.
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rible afpect : but is it not furprifing, that the
moft civilized ftates among the Greeks, in their
moft flourithing times, fhould make fo woful a
figure 1  For what can we perceive in our au-
thor’s reprefentation of this celebrated country,
the antient feat of the mufes, and the mother of
arts and fciences, but the moft frightful images of
defolation and confufion. Lands depopulated, ci-
ties plundered, citizens flaughtered! fcarce any
veftige of peace and fecurity, or of wife and regu-
lar inftirutions! notwithftanding the learning, phi-
lofophy, and politenefs of the Greeks, their fa-
tions are reprefented as more inflamed, their ma-
xims of affaflination more avowed, and party rage
more fierce than among the Irifh, amidft maflacre
and rebellion! How does fuch a reprefentation
agree with the evidence of authentic hiftory, which
proves, that the Greeks flourifhed greatly in the
arts of peace, and in numbers of people, from
the days of the feven fages, till their ftates were
fubdued by Philip of Macedon and his fucceflors ?
DEemonsTrATION puts an end to alluncertainty,
and forces the affent ; but where the cafe is not ca-
pable of being demonftrated, plaufible arguments
may often be offered on both fides. This hap-
pens efpecially in political queftions; for every
political infticution has both its advantages and dif-
advantages ; and as either of thefe are reprefented
in fuch manner, as to ftrike more forcibly on our
. gl i e it

T en g8
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minds, the impreffions we receive of the inftitu-
tions themielves, are moreor lels favourable. It
mu't be confefled, that there is fometimes an air
of fiercenefs in antient governments, and that Gre-
¢ian liberty may appear fometimes to deferve the
appﬂﬂatmn of licentioufnefs. The fmallnefs of an-
tient ftates, their near neighbourhood to cne an-
other, the equality of fortune among private citi-
zens, their love of independence, their difdain of
mercenary troops, and forwardnefs to fight their
own battles, their averfion to the power of a fingle
perfon, their hatred of tyrants, and their paffion
for the republican form of government, muft at
fometimes have given occafion to brifker battles,
and raifed up keener factions, in fupport of what
they valued fo much, than will be feen for a con-
fiderable time together among the {piritlefs fubjeéts
of arbitrary monarchs. Hence the frightful ima-
ges of Grecian {pirit and liberty ! But this high
difdain of arbitrary power, and ardent love of li-
berty, muft have been accompanied with many
advantages, much more than fufficient to overba-
lance any of thofe difadvantages which arofe from
the nature of thefe governments. In particular, it
muft have excited an extraordinary vigour, and
infpired an undaunted refolution ; from whence
their battles, though keener, would not much
alarm, nor give them much difturbance in their
management of the ordinary affairs of life, which

they
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they would purfue fearlefs, after a manner very
different from that of modern times.

In nations under the dominion of arbitrary mo-
narchs, the body of the people are not accuftomed
to war 3 few,except the tyrant’s guards and Janiza-
ries, are cither allowed to have arms, or are ca-
pable of ufing them. Hence, frighted at every
fhadow, they are alarmed and difconcerted by the
moft diftant appearance of danger. So far from
behaving with the intrepidity of the antient artifts
and hufbandmen, they are not even able to con-
ceive it, or imagine how they could go on calmly
in their ordinary affairs, in the face of danger and
an enemy. Nay, a people blefled with liberty,
under a government more happily poifed than any
of the antient republics, active and induftrious,
becaufe fecure under the protection of law, tena-
cious of their rights, and jealous of their indepen-
dence, will hardly be able to form a notion of {uch
intrepidity, if laying afide the exercife of arms, and
imagining themielves fecure by the wifdom of their
conftitution, they fhall employ themfelves whol-
ly in the arts of peace.

*T'1s impoffible to form an exact comparifon
between the wars and factions which have happened
in different ages, or make a juft eftimate of the
deftruétion each of them has occafioned within the
fame periods of time, and an equal extent of coun-
try ; yet it will not be difficult to produce a far
more formidable lift of civil wars, fations, and

devaftations




AppiTIONAL OBSERVATIONS. 2I3

devaftations for modern times, than our author has
done for the antient. But independently upon this,
fome general obfervations may be made, which.
will greatly invalidate the arguments in the politi-
cal difcourfe, taken from the wars and factions in
antient times.

Tue mifchiefs of war are often mote terrible in
appearance than reality, and the defcription is more
dreadful than what was attually felt ; efpecially if
a multitude of bloody events, which only hap-
pened in fucceeding ages, and in countries at a
diftance from one another, are collected together,
and brought into one view. This is one evident
reafon, why the accounts of the direful effeéts of
war in antient times appear fo ftriking. Fancy is
apt to hurry us on, and make us overlook the
diftance both of time and place; {o that we con-
tract the whole period and field of antient hiftory,
as it were into a {mall point. Befides, antient hi-
ftorians do not, like the modern, defcend into a
minute detail of all events, but feleting thofe
which are more extraordinary, fuch as battles, fe-
ditions, confpiracies, and foreign conquefts, pre-
fent them to view in hiftorical narrations, fhort
and concife, compared with thofe of the moderns.
Hence the tranfition from one remarkable event to
another, in antient, is far more quick than in
modern hiftories, where the attention of the mind
is diverted, and the thread of the narration inter-

rupted
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rupted by the minute detail of {maller and lefs con- |

fiderable events.
Tue numbers of thofe, who were killed or ba-

nifhed in the antient wars and factions, may have
been magnified, as well as other numbers in an-
tient authors. ’Tis probabie in particular, that
the confufions in the Greek republics are much
augmented in the accounts of their orators. Can
we think otherwife of what Jfocrates fays to Philip,
«¢ That it would be eafier to raife an army in
<« Greece at prefent from the vagabonds, than from
« the cities *,”.  This was only an hyperbolic way
of fpeaking, and could notbe agrecable to the truth
of hiftory : the whole number of thefe vagabonds,
whom the orator is defcribing, could only have
been about 20,000 ; for this was the number of
the exiles, when Alexander ordered them to be re-
ftored. A number very inconfiderable, compared
with thofe mighty armies which could have been
raifed at that time, in a country fo populous as
Greece, where all the citizens were foldiers. We
find, that, about this very time, the Greeks agreed
to raife eleven times as many as the whole number
of vagabonds, to fupport Philip in his expedition
againit the Perfians g i

But fuppofing that there is no miftake in the
numbers of thofe who are faid to have been killed

in the antient wars, it ought to be confidered,
that

* Politic. difconrf. p. 197.
4+ This fhall be proved afterwards,
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' that all the antient foldiers, nay, all the antients
in general, being married, the lofs of a much
greater number, who had children to {ucceed
them, would not be fo much felt, as the death
of a much fmaller number in modern times, in
which fo many are unmarried.

App to this, that if we fuppofe a country to be
populous at any particular time, fuch a country
cannot well be rendered unpopulous by wars, un-
lefs there is fome other fource of decay. If affairs
are wifely regulated in other refpefts, war will
have but an inconfiderable efieét, unlefs in fome
very extraordinary cafes. Notwith{tanding the
civil wars in Britain, in the reign of Charles 1.
’tis {carce to be doubted, but the country was as
populous at the end of them; at leaft at the death
of Oliver Cremwell, as it had been at the beginning
of the war.

Truis may be illuftrated by what our author
has obferved *, That ¢ after plagues have {wept
¢¢ away the third or fourth part of a people, in a
¢ generation or two the deftruction is not per-
¢ ceived, and the fociety acquires their former
¢ number :” and that * the Lues Venerea, diffufed
¢c every where, is perhaps equivalent, by its con-
¢ ftant operation, to the three great {fcourges of
¢ mankind, war, peftilence and famine.” From
the fame principles will it not follow, that the
conftant operation of a good conftitution, and of

Ee maxims
* P, 6o, 157. 1§8. :
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maxims which tended much to populoufnefs, fuch
as many of thofe of antient times are confeffed
to have been, would be more effectual to augment,
than wars and infurreCtions, which happen only
at particular times, to diminifh the numbers of
the people? And if Switzerland, according to our
author’s conceffion *, notwithftanding its inlifting
its fubjets into every fervice in Ewrope, is found
to abound in people, merely by the force of its
political inftitutions, and without poflefling any
advantage either of foil, climate or commerce;
may we not juftly infer, that the antient republics,
which he acknowledges it refembles in its govern-
ment and maxims, might have been much more
populous than this modern republic, notwichftand-
ing their frequent battles, fince they pofieffed
much greater advantages both of {oil and climate ?
But befides fuch general obfervations, if we go
into a more particular detail, and compare dif-
ferent ages with one another, it will be difficult to
{hew, that modern ages have been happier than
the antient in freedom from factions and wars.
Nay, if we confider the many civil wars, occa-
fioned by the difputed titles of princes, by their in-
vafions of the rights of their fubjects, by their
ftruggles for arbitrary power, and by the fury of
religious difputes (a thing but little known in an-
tiquity), it will be almoft a demonftration, that
thefe civil and religious wars have been far
more
* p. 185, 186.
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more deftructive than the antient fations in popu-
lar ftates, on which fo great ftrefs is laid in the
political difcourye.

*T'1s natural for us in Britain, who amidft all
our foreign wars, have fo long enjoyed the fweets
of peace at home, to be much ftruck with fuch a
lift, as our author has given, of thofe who had been
killed or banithed by the different factions among;
the Greeks 5 yet upon a more accurate infpection,
the cafe will not be found fo dreadful, as it appears
upon the firft view. Taking our author for our
guide, the number of thofe who were banithed under
the free governments, amounted only to 11,400,
the number of the killed to 6060. In fome cafes
the precife numbers are not mentioned ; however
it can fcarce be thought they would much fwell
the account. Add to thefe 10,000 faid to have
been butchered in cold blood by Dionyfius the el-
der, and 69,000 killed and banifhed by the tyrant
Agatbocles. Thisis the fum of the whole. Com-
paring therefore the two periods ; in antient times
we fhall find about 100,000 killed and banifhed in
a courfe of 60 years, in the free ftates of Greeee,
in Syracufe, Gele and /Egefia in Sicily, in Syba-
ris in Itely, in Epbefus in Afia, in the iflands
of Coreyra and Chios, and in Gyrene, ftates which
were very populous ; of which number Dionyfins
the elder alone killed half as many, and Apazbo-
cles killed and banifhed thrice as many as all the
free ftates taken together. This is not an incon-

' fiderable
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fiderable number to have been deftroyed by fa-
¢tions and civil warsy but nothing near {o great,
as could have depopulated antient nations ; nor is
it at all confiderable, in refpect of thofe who have
been banithed, killed and maffacred by civil and
religious wars in fome particular countries, within
much fhorter periods of time, during the fpace of
about 200 years immediately preceeding the be-
ginning of this century ; as will be evident from
the following examples.

In the year 1492, 200,000 Fewifh families
were banithed out of Spain on account of their reli-
gion *,  And within little more than another cen-
tury, in the year 1610, in the reign of Philip 111,
900,000 Moers + were driven out of the fame

country

* This awas dong in confequence of an edild publijbed by Ferdi-
nand V. Quo jubentur omnes Judaei, nifi velint Chriftiani
fieri, Hifpania excedere. They avere allowed four months ta
difpafe of their effests.  Pulfa funt hoc modo plus quam ducen-
ta familiarum millia. Sed nihil, ut appendix Urfperg. habet,
exportare iis licuit de auro vel gemmis, fed pro hifce ipfis
mutare licuit vinum, vi€tum, veltes, et alia ad iter neceflaria.

' Calvifius ad ann. 1492. |

Petavius, 7# bis Rationarium temporum, avhere be mentions
ihe taking of Granada, an. 1492, adds, Eodemque anng
171 familiarum millia Judaici generis in exilium abiere, quae
ad 800,000 capitam fuifle dicuntur, And quotes as bis autho-
rities, Nauclerus and Mariana,

+ This is the number in Turfelin’s epitume, lib. 11. ad ann.
"61{3, He adds indeed, E qulhus innumeri in Afncam a.hlere,
plurim} yariis aliis locis d:fpf:rl" fuere; non pau-::l commercio

lmgpa.ﬁ
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country on the fame account. Such a remarkable
inftance of cruelty, folly and.madnefs, is not to
be parallelled among any of the antient nartions.
What vaft numbers muft have been killed during
thofe civil and religious wars in Fraace, whichlafted
near 40 years, from 1562to 1599 ! In the firft
battle, which was fought at Drexx in Normandy,
anno 1562, gooo were killed : how many muft have
perithed in the reft of the battles and fieges,
during

linguae tecti, et mutatis {edibus ignoti manfere in Hifpania.
But the number of thofe laft avho are faid to have remained in
Spain, muf bave been fmall, in comparifon of the reff, awks
coreld not poffibly bawe concealed themfelves in this manner.

Dotior Geddes, in the firlt vol. of his tradts, printed at
London, 1730, gives an account of this expulfion of the
jg-w.r and Moors, well worth the perufal of all found Proze-
fants and politicians, Thefe two expuliions, were attended
with many barbarous and cruel circumftances. Dotor
Geddes obferves, that the difperfion of the Spanih Feaws, is
reckoned by all of that nation and religion, to have been,
both as to hardfhips, and as to numbers, nothing inferior to-
that which followed upon the deftruétion of Ferufalewm;
above 8co,000 men, women and children, having been ex-
pelled out of Spain at this time. He obferves further, that
the Spani/p hiftorians are not agreed about the number
of the Morifcoes that were expelled ; fome reckoning them a
million, others goo,000; but moflt authors only 600,000.
According to the archbifhop of Valencia’s computation (page
133) there were above 40,000 Morifee children born every
year in Spain, from which it will follow, according to M.
Haley's calculations, that there muft have been more than
1,300,000 Miors in the whole kingdom,



222 APPENDIX containing

during a courfe of fo many years! Where can
we find fuch an example of cruelty and dcﬂcru&inn:I
in antiquity, as the maflacre which was begun at
Paris on St. Bartholomy’s day, Auguft 24. 1572 ? |
According to Davila, more than 10,000 were kill-
ed in Paris alone on that and the following day;
among whom there were 500 gentlemen and of-
ficers, who had come from all parts of the king-
dom, to honour the nuptials of the king of Na-
wvarre., He adds, that, according to common re-
port, no fewer than 40,000 Proteftants perithed
in a few days on this occafion ¥,

But, as if France had not {uffered fufficiently,
and too little cruelty had been exercifed during
this diftracted period, within lefs than a century,
by the unhappy politics of Lewis XIV. more
than a million of Proteftants, according to the
common computation, were driven out of Fraunce,or
obliged tofly itin a few years, in confequence of the

revocation of the edict of Nantz,in the year 1685,
So

% Calvifias, ad ann. 1572, takes notice, that Charles ix. in
a letter to Pope Gregory xiii. boafted, that 70,000 of them
had been killed in a few days; and quotes Ouupbrius for
his authority.

Thuan, after a detail of this horrible affair, adds: Pro-
ditumque a multis plus 30 hominum millia toto regno ex-
tinfta ; quamvis aliquanto minorem numerum credo, lib, 52.

According to Turfelin in bis epitome, ad 6o millia Parifiis
cela traduntur,
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So fatally was this celebrated monarch mifled by
his bigotry on this occafion *.

*T1s impofiible to compute, how many perithed
by the wars in the Netherlands, excited by the ty-
ranny and bigotry of Philip 11. king of Spain ; but
’tis certain, that thefe wars were very bloody and
deftructive. According to Bentivoglio +, the fiege
of Qjtend alone, which continued three years, coft
more than 100,000 lives. Calvifius 4 reckons a much
| greater number. Could we compute the number of
thofe who were killed at each battle and ficge, du-

ring fo long a war|, together with the number of
' fuch

* The author of Le Siecle de Louis xiv. tho’ a great ad-
mirer of this Prince, moft jultly condemns his treatment of
his Proteftant fubjeéls, as cruel and impolitic. Tome 2. chap.
32. he confefles, that almoft 50,000 families fled out of
France in three years, and were afterwards followed by o-
thers ; and that France loft about 500,000 inhabitants. Tome
1. chap. 14. he ftates them at more than 6oo,000. They
have been commonly computed at a million or more, The
fame author afferts, some 2. chap 32. that there are ftll re-
maining letters under the Marquis of Louwois’s hand, dated
1685, conceived in thefe terms, “fa majefté veut qu'on
« fafle eprouver les dernieres rigueurs a ceux qui ne voudront
« pas fe faire de fa religion; et ceux qui auront la fotte
* oloire de vouloir demeurer les derniers, doivent étre
* pouflés jufqu'd la derniere extremité.”

+ Iz bis Guerre di Fiandra.

1 His words are, In Oftenda perierunt obfidionis tempore,
72900 homines; Hifpanorum obfidentium qui perierunt
multo plures fuerunt. Sed eorum ratio iniri non potuit.

| It lafted 42 yews, frem 1567, to 1600,
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fuch as perithed by the barbarous cruelties of the
Spaniards commtted in cold blood, to what an
immenfe multitude would the whole amount.
Anp though the civil wars in Brifain, in the
reigns of Charles 1. and II. did not continue fo
long, and were not conducted with fuch fury on
the part of the Proteftants of either fide ; yet many
more perifhed in them, than what are mentioned
by our author in all the ftruggles between the
nobles and the people in all the free f{tates of
Greece.  Mr. Rapin, the molt impartial writer of
the hiftory of England, though he declares exs
prefsly, that, without narrating the particulars of
all the fkirmifhes and confli¢ts during the war, he
will confine himfelf to fome of the principal a-
&ions; and though he frequently fatishes him-
felf, with taking notice in general, that many
were killed, without mentioning the particular
numbers ; yet has given as many particular lifts
of fuch as were faid to have been killed in dif-
ferent battles and rencounters, as amount to near
40,000.  Undoubtedly the number was much
greater, confidering with what brifknels thefe ci-
vil wars were managed on both fides, and "how
many battles and fkirmifhes were fought, and towns
befieged, taken and re-taken, in fo many diffe-
rent places. Toall which we may add more than
100,000 Proteftants Kkilled in the Irifb maffaere
' alone *,
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alone*, Upon the whole matter, it feems evi-
' dent, that not only no argument can be drawn
" againft the fuperior populoufnefs of antiquity,
from the antient fa&ions and civil wars, but that
 the argument from this topic is altogether in fa-
vour of the antients . Nor need we {cruple to

Ff affert,

* Con a Mabony an Irifh Jeluit, in a book printed at Li/-
bon 1645, in which he exhorts his countrymen to kill all the
Proteftants in Jreland, has the following remarkable expref-
fons as cited by Dr. Geddes. ¢ My dear Jrifb, Go on and
‘¢ perfeét the work of your liberty and defence, which is fo
* happily begun by you; and kill all the Heretics, and all
“ that do affift and defend them. You have, in the fpace of
¢ four or five years, thatis, betwixt the year 1641, and the
‘¢ year 1645, wherein I write this, killed 150,000 Here-
“ tics, as your enemies do acknowledge, neither do youn
¢ deny it: and, for my own part, as I verily believe, that
“* you have killed more of them; {o I would to God, you

“ had killed them all.”
Geddes’s tra@ts, vol. 1. pag. 84.

According to the Earl of Clarendon, * This infurrection of
¢ the Irifp ipread itfelf over the whole country, in fuch an
¢ inhuman and barbarous manner, that there were forty or
¢ fifty thoufand of the Engli/h Proteftants murdered, before
¢ they fufpected themfelves to be in any danger, or could
¢ provide for their defence, by drawing fogether into towns
“ or ftrong holds.”

+ The civil and religions factions of modern times, have
been fo prodigioufly deftrutive, that as our author Has men-
tioned nothing like them, {o it will truly be found impoffible
to fhew that there was ever any thing of the kind {o deftru-
&ive, before the eftablifhment of the Roman empire. How
bitter have been the effe@s of that dogmatic, crueland per-

fecuting
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affert, that the ftruggles for arbitrary power, and
the attempts of modern tyrants to inflave their
fubjects, together with the bigotry of modern
times, and the dreadful perfecutions which have
happened on account of religion, may juftly be
numbered among the fatal fources of the want of
people in Eurgpe during the latter ages.

THus 1t appears, that antient wars * were not
near fo deftruttive as thofe in modern times. In
the fame manner, it will be difficult to conceive,
how the members of the antient republics- could
have been more oppreflfed in times of peace,
than the fubjects of our modern monarchies, moft
of which are abfolute; yet our author has laid a
confiderable ftrefs on this article, and taken no-
tice' of the large fines which were fometimes im-
pofed upon individuals in an arbitrary manner un-
der the antient ariftocracies and democracies. No

doubt,

fecuting fpirit which has infefted the Chriftian, or rather the
Antichriftian church, and has difcovered itlelf fo dreadfully
mn the bloody maxims,, and barbarous policy of Popery!
Through this {avage zeal, how many thoufands, yea millions,
have been harraffed, banithed, and deftroyed ! How many
of the deluded votaries, and emiflaries of the court of Rowme,
have violated juftice, broken through the moft facred engage-
ments, and laid afide humanity ! Of this, many authentic
documents might be produced.

¥ Though, in the preceeding pages, I have only fanen
of civil and religious wars ; yet, it does not appear, that
there is any juft reafon to believe foreign wars to have been,
upon the whole, lefs deftru&tive in modern than in antient
ghines.
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doubt, particular inftances may be given of impo-
fitions under the beft governments ; but it would
be a paradox indeed, if republics, notwithftand-
ing all their limitations and divifions of power,
fhould be found to bear hardeft upon their {ub-
jects. Where there was fuch a high fpirit of liber-
ty and equality, as appeared in the antient nations,
fines can never be fuppofed to have been fo fre-
quent, or {o grievous upon the whole, as the per-
petual exactions of arbitrary princes, and their fa-
vourites, who may, and undoubtedly do impofe
heavier taxes upon their inferiors, with lefs dan-
ger, than the nobles or people under the antient
republics could have done upon their equals. In
{hort, as the warlike, aftive, and independent
{pirit of the antients had many advantages to ba-
lance the difadvantages to which it gave occafion ;
fo there is no reafon to believe thefe difadvantages
to have been fo great, as to afford any probable
ground of rejecting thofe teftimonies concerning
the populoufnefs of antient nations, agaiaft which
there is no reafonable objection on other accounts.
Besipzs the preceeding obfervations, it will be
proper to take particular notice of an extraordina-
ry remark, That there was not in fialy, at the
time when the laws of the twelve tables were
compofed, much more order, tranquillity and
{ettled police, than there is at prefent among the
Tartarsy which Mr, Hume would conclude, becaufe

by
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by thele laws pofieffion for two years formed a pre-
{cription for land, one year for moveables *,

Tunouven we could not make it appear, that
there was no inconfiftency between a fettled po-
lice, and this law concerning prefcription, from
the fituation and extent of the Roman territary at
that time ; from the divifion of the lands into
the {malleft fhares; and from the fimplicity of
thofe days : a more accurate reflexion on the hiftory
of Rome, might not only convince us, that there
was order, tranquillity and fettled police ; but al-
fo difclofe perhaps the moft pregnant fymptoms of
wifdom and condu& among the Romans long be-
fore this time. And it will ferve not only to over-
turn Mr. Hume’s pofition, but alfo greatly to con-

rm feveral obfervations which have been made in
the foregoing Differtation concerning the divifion
of lands, if we fhall mention particularly fome
inftitutions which were eftablithed among the Ro-
mans, long before the time of compofing the
twelve tables, and then fhew from thefe laws
themfelves, that property was well fecured by
them.

*T'1s needlefs to defcend into a particular detail
of the great exploits which they had already per-
formed, or to make particular mention of the
many illuftrious men, whofe uncommon political
abilities, as well as bravery, had raifed their coun-
try to fo high a pitch of glory. The annals of

hiftory

¥ P 198
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hiftory are filled with the remembrance of thefe
falts; and it would be impertinent, as well as un-
neceflary, to recount them,

I fhall only beg leave to cite a fucceffion of e-
leGed princes, but ele¢ted with that wifdom and
forelight, which fhew a conftant and determined
plan, as each of them was endowed in a remark-
able manner with thofe talents which fitted him
for forming as well as fupporting a new ftate,
found in that fituation, in which the Roman re-
public was found at the time of the acceflion of
each fucceeding prince to the throne. Indeed thefe
-very princes, by their wife laws and inftitutions,
feem to have laid the foundation of the grandeur
of that city, which afterwards became, by a fteady
adherence to thefe inftitutions, the miftrefs of the
world.

NoT to mention all the particular religious in-
ftitutions of Numa, the decorations of Aucus, and
the civil eftablithments of Servizs ;  confider only
in a political view that fyftem of religion which
avas introduced by Numa : for’tis only in a poli-
tical view, as an human inftitution, contrived by
a legiflator for producing certain effects, that it
either can or ought to be confidered. Confider it,
I fay, only in this view, and you fhall find, that
it ferved in a remarkabie manner, not only to pre-
ferve integrity of manners, and {ubordination of
- rank among the Romans, but alfo to maintain
peace and tranquillity in the ftate, and to prevent

thole
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thofe differences of fects, factions and opinions,
which have, like fiends, infefted modern times,
and torn and diftratted modern governments,
Hence it is, that in the hiftory of Reme, during
a long period of 700 years, we hear only, I think;
of one commotion on the {core of religion.

Tue inftitution cf the Cemfus by Servivs, can
never be fufficiently admired, and is another in-
conteftable proof of the wifdom not only of that
prince, by whom it was introduced, but alfo of
the Roman people, who chearfully fubmitted to fo
wife an inftitution. 'Were an attempt made to in-
troduce fuch an inftitution into Brifain at this day,
with what oppofition would it meer! what con-
fufion would it raife! and into what a ferment
would it throw the nation! Nay, notwithftand-
ing all our boafted civility, politenefs and wif-
dom, it may be greatly queftioned, whether it
would be pofiible, with all the addrefs of which
we are capable, to bring the people of Britain to
fubmit to it.

* Acain, another proof of the exiftence of a
wife and regular police among the Romans in the
moft early times, may be drawn froma view of
that admirable connexion, which fubfifted be-
tween thofe laws which related to the partition of
iands, and thofe which regarded the order of fuc-

ceffion

* Sec L'Efprit des loix, liw. 277. where the ingenious and
judicious author profecutes this connexion to its. moft semote

goniequences,
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ceflion to eftates. Romulus, we are informed by
antient hiftorians, «divided that little field, which,
in his time, was called the Roman empire, among
his people. Each particular family got a fmali
portion to cultivate and improve: for, having al-
moft as many people as he had acres, he was ob-
liged by neceflity to ftudy mediocrity, and to
make the {hares extremely fmall. And, mediocri-
ty being abfolutely neceflary for the well-being
and fubfiftence of his little ftate, ’twas neceflary
to regulate the order of fucceflion, fo as to preferve
it among the citizens, and to hinder any particu-
lar perfon from acquiring fo great wealth, as
would give him either fuperior eminence or greater
influence than the reft of his fellows. According-
ly the order of fucceflion feems to have been regu-
lated chiefly in this view : for the partition of the
lands, and the prefervation of mediccrity among
the citizens, feem to have been the true caufe and
original of all thofe rules of fucceffion, which
were in force till the time of the Decemvirs. '

In order therefore to preferve mediocrity, ‘twas
neceffary that the portion which had been allotted
at firft to each particular family, fhould remain in
the family to which it had been at firft affigned;
and that no family thould acquire more than its own
fhare. For this purpole, the Romans eftablithed
by law two orders of heirs : thofe who were under
the parental authority of the paterfamilias, and
were called beredes fuiy their own beirs,  Secondly,

In
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In default of thefe beredes fui, thofe who were moft
nearly related to the deceas’d by males, and were
called agnati. |

Hence ’tis evident, that if the deceas’d lefe
heirs of the firft order, and his eftate defcended to
them, it could never depart from the original fa-
mily. For, if he left only one heir, this perfon a-
lone fucceeded to the whole eftate : if he left more
than one in the fame degree of propinquity, the
eftate was divided equallyamong them all : and, as
marriage in thole incorrupted days was common,
and the Romans were robuft and healthful, heirs
of this order would ‘be feldom wanting. But if
at any time they did happen to fail, the law call-
ing to the fucceffion thofe of the fecond order, viz.
the neareft agnates, the eftate was till preferved
in the original family, and could never grow to
an enormous bulk.

BuT, as it was intended, that the eftate of one
family fhould never be annexed to that of another,
it was hence neceflary to exclude wholly from the
{ucceffion thofe who were related to the deceas’d by
females, and were called cognati :  for thele cog-
nates belonged to another family, and would, if they
had been admitted to the fucceffion, have caufed
feveral eftates to have been foon united in one fa-.
mily, and of courfe the eminence and influence of
that family to have increafed greatly. 1

On this principle, children were excluded from

{ucceeding to their mothers, and mothers were
excluded
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excluded from f{ucceeding to their children. For
the mother belonging to ene family, and her chil-
. dren to another, had they been mutual heirs, the
eftate of one family fhould have been wunited to
that of another. _ _
Fron hence it appears plainly, that there was
no reafon to diftinguifth, whether the perfon who
fucceeded was male or female. Accordingly, fe-
males, as well as males, were admitted indifcri-
minately to the fucceffion; for they belonged e-
qually to the family: and if a female happened
to fucceed, no more property was velted in her
fingle perfon, than would have been vefted in that
| of 2 male, who fhould have happened to fucceed
in her place.  If fhe married, the eftate ftill con-
tinued in the original family, as reprefented by
her perfon: and at her death neither her hufband
fucceeded to her, nor indeed at the death of her
hufband did fhe fucceed to him ; for they were
neither agnates nor cogrates to one another : nor
did her children {ucceed to her, as we have faid
already ; for they were not her agmates, Her
own  agnates therefore fucceeded to her, which
made her eftate defcend to the very fame perfons,
to whom it would have defcended, if fhe had not
interveened, and the eftate had devolved immedi-
ately on that perfon, who would have fucceeded to
the deceas’d, if the had neverexifted. Thus the
eftate of each family was kept feparate from that
of his neighbour; and mediocrity was preferved.
(s o Bur

i
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BuT yet further, it follows from what has been
{aid, that grandchildren by afon were allowed to
fucceed to their paternal grandfather, while thofe
by a daughter did not fucceed to their maternal
grandfather. For ’tis plain, that grandchildren
by a fon continued ftill to make part of the pater-
nal grandfather’s family, and of courfe, on their
fucceffion, did not make the eftate depart from
the original family ; whereas grandchildren by a
daughter did not make a part of their maternal
grandfather’s family, but a part of that of their
own father or father’s father. So that, had they
fucceeded to their maternal grandfather’s eftate,
fince at the fame time they fucceeded to that of
their paternal grandfather, in this manner the e-
ftates of two different families would have been u-
nited in the perfon of one paterfamilias, and the
mediocrity been quickly deftroyed.

TuaT thefe rules of fucceflion might remain in
force, we may eafily fee it would be abfolutely ne-
ceflary, that no private citizen fhould have a
power of altering the order of {ucceflion eftablithed
by the public law, and of inftituting an heir at
pleafure. Accordingly we find, that the power
of making a teftament belonged to no private ci-
tizen before the laws of the twelve tables. For if
each particular citizen had had a full power of
leaving his eftate, or difinheriting his lawful heirs,
according as his caprice or whim might have di-
¢tated, the ftate of the republic might have been

foon
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foon totally changed, and an entirely new face of
affairs been feen. If therefore at any time a citi-
zen found himfelf in that fituation, which re-
quired a particular deftination of his eftate, fince
" by his own private authority he could not alter the
. public law, ’twas neceffary to profer a bill to the
people, who, if they found it e repubiica, by their
legiflative authority, gave their fupreme fanction
* tohis teftament. Hence the zefamenta in comitiis ca-
latis fatfa, the only teftaments that were in ufe be-
fore the laws of the twelve tables. As thefe tefta-
ments were really and truly laws, and could not
be enacted without a great deal of folemnity, ’tis
plain, that it would beonly in extraordinary cafes
they could be in ufe; and that as the people
themfelves had in this way the tuition and guar-
dianfhip of their own inftitutions, it could fel-
dom happen, that the alterations made in any
particular cafe could greatly affect, or tend to de-
ftroy that public order of {ucceflion, which was
eftablithed, in order to preferve mediocrity of for-
tune among the citizens. For thefe were times
of virtue, in which it would always be firft con-
fidered, whether ‘any bill was or was not ¢ 7epa.
blica; {o that the defigns which the legiflature had
in eftablifhing this extraordinary order of fuccef-
fion would be ftill preferved.

“T'1s trueindeed, that the Decemviri in one ar-
ticle receded from the antient difpofition of the
laws, and, by thofc of the twelve tables, gave

to
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to each paterfamilias a full and ample power of
difpofing of his eftate, by laft will or teftament,
according to his own pleafure. But we muft at
the fame time remember, that the fame rules of
fucceffion ab inteflato were fhill kept in force, and
eftablifhed by the Decemvirs, which had formerly
taken place*. For this order of fucceflion does not
feem to have been one of thofe inftitutions which
were imported into the Roman territory by thofe
deputies, ﬁrh{: were {ent into Greéece to bring home
materials for compofing a body of laws ; but feems
to have been, like the pairia poteftas, one of thofe
native inftitutions, which had been ‘in force lr::-ng
before, perhaps from the very infancy of their em-
pire, and to have been only continued, and fur-
ther inforced by the laws of the twelve tables.
Therefore, though an overweening fondnefs for pa-
rernal authnrlty, and for its LIIlllmH.'Ed extent, led
the Romans to allow fathers either to inftitute or
to difinherit thofe heirs, whom, by the moft an-
tient dilpofition of their laws, they had full power
to murder ; we muft not conclude, that they im-
mediately ‘made free ufe of this power. *Twas
much otherwife ; the people at that time had a love
of the republic, and, of courfe, of medmcnty of
iurtune Their virtue did all, and the love of it
hindered the people from counterating the pubhc
Jaw, and Dppﬂﬁng the public good, by overturn-
ing thafe rules of fucceffion, which were fo necef;
fary

# See L'Efprit des loix, liv. 27,
: :
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fary for preferving equality among the citizens,
and harmony in the commonwealth.

By confequence, the legal fucceffion ufually took
place, and the cuftom of making teftaments did
not grow common for a great number of years;
fo that ftill an equality of fortune was preferved,
and the moft eminent citizens were pofiefled of only
a little fpot. However teftaments did at laft become
frequent ; and, of courfe, that mediocrity of fortune,
which is the bafis of republican government, was
foon deftroyed. - Some citizens became poor, o-
thers acquired immenfe pofieflions ; ideas of riches
and poverty became familiar, and cries for agra-
gian and fumptuary laws became violent. Burt the
evil was become both fo univerfal and {o virulent, as
to admit of no remedy. Therepublic was at laft de-
ftroyed ; and that {fo much fooner, as from con-
fined ideas of natural equity, the Presors, by
their edicts, under the appearance of correcting,
really undermined the public order of fucceflion,
which had been fo wifely calculated for preferving
the happinefs and virtue of the people.

Cax we then fay, that there was no order,
¢ranquillity, or fettled police among the Romans
at that time, when they had formed fuch wife in-
ftitutions, and enacted laws with a forefight, which
may aftonith many politicians, who have had the
experience of 2000 years more than the legiflators
of that remote age!

~Besipes; the expulfion of Terguin ; the Valerian
| law
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law de provocatione, jultly efteemed the foundation
of the liberty of the Roman people ; the inftitution
of the Tribunes; and the fteadinefs with which
they adhered to every fcheme contrived, and refo-
lution formed for the prefervation of their liberty,
are evident marks of at leaft fome degree of wif-
dom and policy, and plainly fhew, that the fitua-
tion of the Romans in thofe early days, before the
compofition of the laws of the twelve tables, was
more peaceful, and themfelves more civilized,
than Mr. Hume {eems to imagine.

Bur that there was a fettled police and great
order among the Romans at this time, appears e-
{pecially from that inclination which they fhewed
on this very occafion, to amend their conftitution,
by introducing a new fyftem of laws into their do-
minions; from the wifdom and fagacity with
which they carried this {cheme into execution;
from their fteadinefs in purfuing their refolution,
as well as their care in fearching out, and docility
in embracing whatever was moft perfect among
other nations ; and, finally, from thofe fragments of
the laws them{elves, which have furvived the Ro-
gan republic, and the ruins of time.

Free from thofe prejudices, which attach an
jgnorant and barbarous people to their native in-
ftitutions, the Romans having laid afide all admi-
ration of their own laws, fent ambaffadors abroad
into foreign countries, to collect whatever they
fhould find beft conftituted in other ftates, and to

import
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import their obfervations, and the wifdom they
thould learn, into their own country. Thefe am-
baffadors having vifited the moft renowned ftates of
Greece, and made accurate obfervations on different
polities, returned with an ample collettion, and

ftore of wifdom and political knowledge. The
ftate was no fooner provided in this manner with
a plentiful ftock of rich materials, on which to
work, than ten men of the greateft abilities were
appointed to felet, arrange, and compile that bo-
dy of laws, which conduéted the Romans to uni-
verfal empire, and was the root from whence af-
terwards{prang the moft compleat and moft perfeét
body of civil law the world has as yet feen. Neither
did the Romans content themielves with the wif.
dom of thofe whom their own country could af-
ford; for, as well in compiling as interpreting
the laws *, the Decemviri ufed the afiiftance of
Hermodorus, a celebrated Epbefian, who had been
banifhed by his countrymen for his fuperior wif~
dom, abilities and worth; was an intimate friend
of Heraclitus, the moft humane perhaps of the
wife men of old ; and feems to have been the phi-
lofopher of thofe days, who was moft remarkable
for his fkill in policy and legiflation . Heragls-
tus ufed to fay of this man, That allthe Ephefians

dﬁﬁ:wﬂd

* Strabo, lib. 14. p. 951. L. 2. § 4. ff. de origine juris,

+ This appears from fome letters of Heraclitus dire@ed to
him, which may be {feen in Staniey’s hiftory of philofophy,
wit, Heracl,
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deferved to die, for having banithed the beft and
moft worthy of the citizens®. Other nations
would perhaps have conceived an hatred, but the
Romans fhewed gratitude to their beft benefattor.
By public authority, they erected a ftatue to Hermo-
dorus, to whom they had {o great obligations +.
Conduét {o wife, and actions {fo uncommon,
are irrefiftible proofs, not only of the wifdom, but
of the regular police of the Romans in thofe days,
How few modern nations have ever attempted fo
grand a fcheme? How few have fucceeded in the
attempt, and carried their {chemes into execu-
tion? When fo plain inftances of the wifdom
and docility of the Tarfars can be cited, then,
and not till then, ought they to be compared with
the Romans.

But it can be demonftrated from the peculiar
ficuation of the Romans, that this law concerning
wfucapio was well accommodated to the circums-
{tances of the times. _

Tue Romans had not as yet carried their con-
quells far ; their territory was extended but 2 finalt
way around the city; it was divided into the
fmalleft thares ; the people lived in a fimple and
frugal manner; their fubftance confifted chiefly.
in their flaves, their cattle, their inftruments of.
agriculture, their arms, and a few houfhold uten-

fils

* Diogen. Laert. vit. philofop. lib. i%. ¢. 1. n. 2, Cicer.
Tufcul. difput. lib. 5. cap. 36.
4 Plin. hift. nat, Lib. 34. cap. 5.
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fils neceffary for a people living amidft labour
and frugality ; and they did not abound with that
variety of moveables, which are found in com-
mercial nations, nor with thofe gew-gaws and re-
finements with which their pofterity became fo
well acquainted.

In fuch circumitances, it would not be eafy for
one man to invade the property of another. People
who have few things of which they can be de-
prived, will foon mifs any of them which may
happen to be taken away from them: and if taken
away, it would be an eafly matter to recover them
in a little country, where almoft every man was
acquainted with his neighbour, and had a pretty
accurate knowledge of the moveables of which he
was poffeffed. - Hence an year was time long e-
nough for the #fucapion of moveables. The fame
length of time continued to be the term for this
#fucapion, not only all the while the republic
enjeyed its liberty, but alfo long after the efta-
blithment of the empire; and a time not
much longer, viz. three years, was thought to
be long enough in the days of Fuflinian. So that
we may well be allowed to doubt, whether the te-
dious length of time required to give right to
moveables in thole nations, which are reckoned
moft civilized at prefent, be any mark of more
order, greater tranquillity, and more fettled po-
lice, than were at Rome inthe days of Fwlius or
Auguftus Cefar. fix¢ |
H h Bur
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Bur if moveables could not be carried away,
furely much lefs could immoveables be invaded:
without obfervation. A Roman, who maintained
himfelf and his family by cultivating his littl
farm, would immediately and fenfibly feel th
want of it, and would take care to recover it {pee—
dily.

Besines, difputes about property and fucceffions
cculd be but rare, as the laws of the twelve tables:
were fhort and perfpicuous, and the rules of fuc--
ceffion accurately determined. Kindred and affi-1
nity were eafily known, and the remembrance of!
them was among the Romans nicely preferved by
thofe facred rites and inftitutions, which were pro-+
per to each family ; at which the whole family
and kindred met; and towhich no extraneous per-
fons were admitted.

FurTHER, fuch was the fituation of the Roman |
territory at this time, that it was not only not ea-
{y, but I believe I might fay, almoft impofiible,
not only to feize on the lands of another, but to
encroach even on the marches, by which thefe
lands were divided. For we muft not imagine,
that at this time eftates were divided, as they are
at prefent in moft countries of Europe, by infigni-
ficant lines of no breadth. Between each farm
there was left uncultivated a fpace, no lefs than
five feet broad, which was diftinguithed by the
name of jzer limitare. 'This fpace was held facred,
being dedicated to the god Terminus, and of courle

1t
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it could not be acquired by #fwcapion. Nay, it
was accounted facrilege, either to plow or to en-
croach on it *.  In this manner was the property
of each particular citizen diftinguifhed, and kept
feparate from that of his neighbour. Shall we
wonder then, that the Decemviri, when they had
determined the boundaries of land with fuch pre-
cifion, at the fame time made the fpace of two
years the time requifite for the #fucapion of it?
Shall we fay, that there was nothing but barba-
rity and rudenefs among the Romans, when fo
wife provilions were made by their laws? Fur-
ther, the zerminalia, which were celebrated yearly
by facrificing, and by furrounding the marches,
kept a conftant and certain remembrance of every
man’s property. Can modern times boaft of in-
ftitutions better calculated for promoting the de-
fign which the legiflature has in view ?

Nav, fuch anxiety and care did the Romans
fhew, in {feparating property, and preferving
thefe marches, thar, when their territory had be-
come extenfive, and their people more numerous
as well as lefs virtuous, they enacted the Mamilian
law for the tuition of this very iter limitare ; which
law inforced what had been enacted of old by the
laws of the twelve tables.

Besines, this #fucapion introduced by thefe
laws, did not make property {o fleeting and tran-

fitory,
¥ Dion, Halicar. lib, 2. Feftus in voce Termine.
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fitory, as one would at firt fight imagine, *Tis
true, the time of poficflion was fhort: but the o-
ther requifites, without which it could not pro-
ceed, were fo many, and of a nature fo peculiar,
that they could feldom happen to meet in any but
the true and rightful proprietor. For, firft, it
was neceffary, that the poffefior thould have Jona
Jides, and fhould honeftly and fincerely believe,
that the thing pofiefled by him was really his own,
and was tran{mitted to him either by the true pro-
prictor himfelf, or fomebody commifiioned by
him. Nay, it was not fufficient to have this good
faith at the firlt acquifition of the property or pof-
{eflion ; but it behoved to be continual and unin-
terrupted, during the whole currency of the year
or two years *, In a ftate whole territory was nar-
row, and efpecially where eftates were fmall, and
every one knew what belonged to his neighbour,
it would not be fo eafly a matter to preferve this
bona fides continually, even for a fingle year or
two. And the intervention of i/ faith interrupted
the zfucapion immediately, and no doubt would
effectually hinder many acquifitions in this way.
SeconpLy, It was neceflary that the poffefior
fhould pofiefs ex juflo titulo, fuch as would have
immediately transferred the property, if derived
from the true proprietor, Hence not only open
force and violence, but even fraud of all kinds
was pretty much excluded. |
THIRDLY,

¥ L. un. C. de ufucap. transformanda.
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Tuirpry, Not only the good faith, but alfo
the pofieflion behoved to be continual and uninter-
rupted.  For, if before the lapfe of the time re-
quired by law for completing the ufucapion, the
poffeffor fhould by any means lofe his pofiefiion,
all the paft time availed him nothing. Nor was
it neceflary, that the true owner either fhould be
the perfon who interrupted his poffeffion, or fhould
himfelf acquire it. *Twas fufficient if this was
done by any other: for the #furpation, or inter-
ruption of the poffeflion, by whomfoever it was ef-
fected, operated equally in favour of all, who
pretended to have any right to the thing in que-
ftion *.

Mgr. Hume feems to imagine, that this law had
an influence over all lzaly. But we muft remem-
ber the extent of the Reman territory at this time:
it made only a very inconfiderable part of Iraly ;
confequently a very inconfiderable part of Jzaly
was affe€ted by this law, and by the time of #fu-
capion introduced by it. For it never took
place extra ditionem reipublicac Romanae y it never
obtained in terris fociorum, or in the provinces,
Thefe were much governed by their own proper
laws, and, no doubt, had each their own ruleg
about prefcription. Indeed ’tis probable, though
it cannot be peremptorily affirmed, that, after
the focial war, when all the Italians got the jus ci-
witatis Romanae, the land in Italy was placed inzer

res
* L. 5. . de ufurpationibys et ufucapionibus,
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ves mancipi, and might by canfeQuEnce, be acquired
by ufucapion. But at this time it can never be faid,
there was no order or fettled police in fzaly. With
much lefs reafon can 1t be faid, that there was no
order or fettled police in Iffaly at the time when
the laws of the twelve tables were enacted, fince the
Roman territory was then {fo confined.

Besipes, Mr. Hume feems to have not obferved
the neceflary diftinction between #fucapion and
prefeription, and to think, that the fhortnefs of
the time in ufucapion was never corrected till the
days of Fuftinian. *I'was much otherwife. For
as the Roman power was extended over a wide
trat of country, and the law of #fucapion did
not take place extra ditionem reipublicae Romanae,
hence things which lay without this limit, could
not be acquired in this manner. For this reafon,
poffeffio or praeferiptio longi temporis was introduced,
by which the property of lands lying in the pro-
vinces, which were not capable of #fucapion,
might be acquired. Indeed moft part of modern
lawyers think, this Jongi temporis paffeffio was intro-
duced by the emperors, in order to fupply the de-
felts of wfucapion; however, tolerably good rea-
fons might be brought to prove the introdution
of it to have been earlier than that of the monar-
chy. This pofieflion longi temporis, as it differed
in many refpects from #fucapion, fo efpecially in
the length of time, during which it was required
that the pofieflion fhould be continued. Indeed

’tis
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’tis uncertain, what precife length of time, though
it feems probable, that immemorial pofleffion was
required at firft; and that the duration of this
pofleflion was fhortened by degrees, till it was at
laft reduced to the ftated time of ten years in pre-
fence, and twenty in abfence.

Trus we fee how fmall a way the law of #fu-
capion extended during the liberty of the repu-
blic, and elpecially at the time of the compofition
of the laws of the twelve tables. And we may infer,
that there was not in Izely at that time fo great
rudenefs and barbarity, as Mr. Hume would make
us believe.

Inpeep the preceeding obfervations, which it
was. neceflary to make, in order to fet this part of
his argument in a clear light, plainly demonftrate,
that there was not only not barbarity, but even a
moft regular and well-ordered police among the
Romaps at this time, fuch as may make fome mo-
dern nations not a little athamed.

BuT our author feems to have conceived {o for-
ry an opinion, notonly of that period, when the
laws of the twelve tables were compofed, but alfo
of all the more remote periods of antiquity, on
account of what he fuppofes to have been fierce-
nefs and an unfettled condition, as to imagine *
the age of *“ Trajan and the Antonines to have been
“* more populous than any of the preceeding, and
¢¢ the only period in which the weftern part of the

¢ world

* P, 254,
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“« world might poffibly contain more inhabitants
¢¢ than at prefent, as the great extent of the Roman
¢ empire was then civilized and cultivated, fettled
¢ almoft in a profound peace, both foreign and
« domeftic, and living under the fame regular po-
¢ lice and government,” Thus all the charming
fcenes of more remote antiquity, like fome fairy
vifion or magic inchantment, evanith at once; and
inftead of Grecian and Roman freedom and virtue,
we are referred to an oppreflive defpotic empire,
as the moft fertile fource of populoufnefs.

For what reafon fhould we fo much degrade
the times of liberty, or confider even the moii
flourithing period of the Roman empire, or the
reigns of its mildeft and molt generous princes, in
fuch an advantageous light! ’Tis true, T7ajan
and the Autonines were amorg the beft of the em-
perors. But what could the belt emperors do in
fuch a corrupted ftate! Thefe princes did what
they could to alleviate the miferies of the people,
and make their chains more eafy. But the time
to fet things on a right footing was paft; tyranny
was rivetted ; all that could be done was only to
moderate its fury. It was impoffible to redrefs the
arievances of an injured and opprefied world, fink-
ing of itfelf by the depravity of its manners,;
and ripening fait for that deftruction which at
length was brought upon it by the inroads of the

barbarous nations. :
’T1s



"ApDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS. 249

*T1s the opinion of one of the greateft mo-
dern authors *, That ¢ all extenfive governments,
*¢ efpecially abfolute monarchies, are deftructive
¢ to populoufnefs, and contain a fecret vice and
¢ poifon.” The maxim is infallibly true, and
what ourauthor-{ has allowed concerning enormous
cities, *“ That they are deftructive to fociety, be-
¢ ger vice and diforder of all kinds, ftarve the
 remoter provinces, and even ftatve them{elves,”
may be affirmed with better reafon of enormous
and over-grown governments, efpecially if they
are abfolute monarchies.

In particular, this maxim will be found true,
with refpect to the Roman monarchy, which was
one of the moft deftrutive and tyrannical thatcan
well be imagined. 'Where do we read of fuch ge-
nuine and undilguifed tyrants, as among the Ko-

“man emperors ¢ Where can we find {o great folly,
madnefs or cruelty, as appears in the charalters
~and condut of the immediate fucceffors of Augi-
ftus? Nay, what was this celebrated Auguftus
himfelf, but a moft cruel and treacherous fub-
verter of the liberties of his country, who pro-
{cribed and cut off the beft and moft worthy of the
Romans ; {topping at nothing, however wicked
and unjuft, to raife himfelf to the fovereign power;
and afterwards betaking himfelf to more popular
and moderate councils, rather from cunning and

fear
* The author of L'efprit des loix, livre 23. chap. 19.

+ P. 183
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fear of Roman bravery, and a dread even of the
faint remainder of the antient fpirit, as his chara-
fler gives us juft title to prefume, than out of
love to Rome 2 But he and his more immediate:
fucceflors quite extinguifhed the Roman {piric and
liberty. So that before the milder and more mo-.
derate emperors came to the helm, oppreflion |

and tyranny had been fo deeply rooted, {fuch!
cruelties had been exercifed in Rome, the con-

quered provinces had been accuftomed to fuch
a flavith fubjection, that the beft princes could on-
ly give alittle eafe ro the diftrefled people during
their own time ; but could never prevent the fatal
effects of fuch an abfolute and arbitrary power,
exercifed without any legal check or controul, by
the emperor’s minifters and favourites in Rome,
and by their emiffaries who were commiffioned to
the provinces.

FroMm whence can we imagine {o arbitrary and
defpotic an empire could produce fuch a populouf-
nefs, as furpaffed whatever had been feen in more
antient times? Is it from the contemplation of
fuch a government in itfelf, and 'of the confe-
quences naturally flowing from its forms and con-
fticution? In all defpotic governments, whether
under a urkifh or Roman emperor, or under fuch
milder tyrants, as, though unlimited by the people,
fometimes deign to fet limits to them{elves ; peace
commonly degenerates into indolence ; order is
nothing but the dread of the tyrant’s power s as

there
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. there is little fecurity, induftry feldom flourithes :
. nay, it is dangerous for any to be altive or
. eminent, left they become fufpected, or awaken
- the jealoufy or avarice either of the tyrant or of his
-minifters,  But how can populoufnefs be ex-
pected in nations deftitute of induftry and activity !

Og is it from the happy influence of other de-
fpotic governments, that we would conclude, the
Roman empireto have been {o extremely populous ?
Where are fuch examples to be found ? or where
can an inftance be produced, from whence it will
appear, that the number of the people actually in-
creafed under fuch an empire ?

Or can we draw fuch a conclufion from the
accounts that are given us by thofe authors who
lived under the Roman empire? The beft authorities
and founder teftimonies are on the other fide, and
reprefent both 7Zaly and the provinces as in a de-
clining ftate. 'We fcarce need any ftronger proofs
of this, than what our author himfelf hath ob-

ferved in his political difcourfe: for he hath ad-
mitted *, That though ¢ all antient authors tell
« s, that there was a perpetual flux of flaves to
« Jtaly from the remoter provinces, — yet the
“« number of people increafed not in [taly ; and wri.
% ters complain of the continual decay of induftry
¢ and agriculture.” He hath alfo taken notice 4
That * there was much land uncultivated, and
j * put

» P 168,

4 P, 238, 239,
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¢ put to no manner of ufe” in the days of Persi-
nax; and that it was afcribed as a great praife to
this emperor, that * he allowed every one to take
¢ fuch land, -either in Ifaly, or elfewhere, and
¢ cultivate it as he pleafed, without paying any
¢ taxes.” He acknowledges likewife, ¢ That
“¢ this correfponds very ill with anidea of extreme
¢¢ populoufnefs.” Now, the age of Pertinax ap-.
proached very near to that period of antiquity which |
he pitches on as moft populous ; for Pertinax fuc-.
ceeded after the thort reign of Commodus, the fon|
of Antoninus philofopbus. He hath further remarked |
from 7Zopifeus *, That ¢ there was in Eiruriai
“ much fertile land uncultivated, which the empe-
‘¢ ror Aurelian intended to convert into vineyards,,
¢ in order to furnifh the Roman people with a gra-
¢ tuitous diftribution of wine :” and confefies, that:
this was ¢ a very proper expedignt to difpeople {till
¢t farther that capital, and all the neighbouring
¢ territories.” He hath alfo admitted, that “ when
¢¢ the Romay authors complain, that Jfely, which
¢ formerly exported corn, became dependent on
¢ all the provinces for its daily bread, they never:
¢¢ afcribe this alteration to the increafe of its inha-
< bitants, but to the neglet of tillage and agricul-
¢ ture +.” “"'I*ly therefore thould we imagine fuch.
{upetior populoufbefsto have arifen from the Roman
empire. 1t Jraly itlelf declined in every thing that:
| wasi
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was good, what may we imagine was the cafe of
the provinces, wafted and plundered by rapacious
governors ?

Besipes thefe documents of the languithing
ftate of ltaly, taken from our author himfelf, we
have a firong proof of the declenfion of the world,
and of the comparative fcarcity of mankind under
the Roman empire, from the teftimony of Plu-
tarch *, an author who had the beft opportunities
of being well acquainted both with Grecien and
Roman affairs. Indeed Mr. Hume excepts both
to the treatife in which this teftimony is contained,
on fufpicion that it is not the genuine work of P/u-
tarch+ 5 and alfo to the manner in which Plx-
tarch has declared his opinion. But neither ex-
ception feems well founded.

Tue paffage in Plutarch may be interpreted to
' fignify pretty much what our author would have

it %

# De oraculorum defeftu.

+ Whatever fufpicions our author may have entertained,
that this little piece was not the genuine produétion of Plu-
tarch, it has all the appearance of an antient work, Accor-
ding to Suidas (on the word Lamprias), Lamprias, the fon of
Plutarch, compofed a catalogue of his father’s writings.

‘Which catalogue has been publifhed feveral times, particu-
larly by Fabricius in his Bibliotheca Graeca. In it mention
15 Ipade of-the treatife, De oraculorum defefin: not is that va-
ﬁe.ty of opinions, which appears among the perfons who are
introduced as fpeakers in this dialogue, nor the difference
between their opinions, and the opinions which prevail at

prefent, a fufficien; ground on which we ought to call i in
quﬂﬂmn its E.uthentxcny
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it *, ¢ that the filence of the oracles may be afcribed
to the prefent defolation of the world, proceeding
from former wars and factions; which common
calamity was more fenfibly felt in Greece than in
any other country, infomuch that the whole could
fcarce at prefent furnith out 3000 warriours, fuch
as were fent to the battle of Plataca by the fingle
city of Megara; the gods therefore, who affet
works of dignity and importance, have fupprefied
many of their oracles, and deign not to ufe fo ma-
ny interpreters of their will to fo diminutive a
people +.”

Here we have a clear and exprefs teftimony,
that there was a remarkable fcarcity of people in
the age of Plutarch, in comparifon of more ans
tient times ; and that this was efpecially fenfibly felt
inGreecet. Indeed Plusarchhas notexprefsly afligned
the extenfive dominion of the Romans for the caufe
of this fcarcity, but afcribes it to the former wars
and faftions ; all which, Mr. Hume fays, were
quicted by the Roman arms.

Bur it is plain, fir/!, that whatever Plutarch i-
magined was the caufe of this depopulation of the
world, his teftimony concerning the truth of the
fact is moft exprefs.  Secondly, That however
much he might have been convinced, that this
was owing to the Roman empire, he had good

. | reafons

* P25y

+ De oraculorum defettu, P. 413, 414,

1 Polit. difc. p. 256, 257,
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reafons not to attack the Romans directly, or to a-
fcribe the deftruion of the world to Reman power.
As he had lived long at Rome, had been well ufed
by the Romans, and not a little favoured by onc
of the emperors, he might not have thought it
proper, perhaps it might not have been fafe, it
might have looked like fedition, to affign the Ro-
man empire for a caufe of the decay of the world.
He had reafon therefore to exprefs himfelf only in
general terms ; but we have no reafon to fuppofe,
that he had no view to thofe wars, by which the
Romans fubdued the world. Thefe wars had been
more deftructive than any other. Thofe among
the free ftates of Greece, and thofe between the
tribes in Gaul and Spein often indeed let a lictle:
blood, fometimes perhaps pretty plentifully; but
on the whole, did not do any very confiderable
harm : at leaft they were not near fo deftruétive ei-
ther as thofe other wars, in which the Romans with
an unrelenting hand deftroyed the IZalien ftates
and the nations in Gax/ and Spain; or as the maﬁy
bloody battles which were fought for power and
dominion among their leaders, and which equally
affe@ted themfelves, and the provinces and ftates
they had conquered, viz.thofe between Mariusand
Sylla, between Caefar and Pompey, between Garfor
and the remaining chiefs of the republican party, be-
tween thofe who put Cagfar to death and the T7i-
umvirate, and between Antony and Ofavianus.
Compared with thefe more deftruétive wars, the

former
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former wars among the {ree ftates were but little
fkirmifhes ; accordingly, while there were no other,
Greece and the other provinces abounded in people.
In truth, the moft pernicious effet which attended
them, feems to have been the difunion of thefe lef-
fer ftates among themfelves; for, by thefe divi-
fions, all of them, in their different turns, fell a
prey to Roman tyranny. It is {carce to be believed,
that Plutarch had no view to {fuch deftruétive wars,
when he refletted on the deftruction of the world,
and the defolation of his country. I cannot there-
fore agree with our author in thinking®, ¢ that Pl-
¢ tarch’s reafoning is dire€tly contrary to the in-
¢t ference which is drawn from the fact he advan-
¢ ces,” fince he does not exclude the wars, by
which the Romans wafted and deftroyed the worlé.
But though he had been miftaken in afligning the
reafons of the fact, this would not invalidate the
truth of the faé itlelf, which he affirms fo ex-
prefsly, and which indeed is fo well eftablifhed from
all the hiftories of thofe times.

Acain, when Plutarch obferves, that the ca-
Jamitous defolation of the world was more fenfibly
felt in Greece than in any other country, it is nog
neceffary to underftand him, asif he meant to af-
{ferr, that the Greeks were in a worle condition or
were more cruelly treated by the Romans than o-
ther conquered nations. This feems to be the
fenfe in which our author underftands his words,
- ' But
%R 257
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Buc they are capable of this other interpretation;’
¢ that as the Greeks had been fo numerous in pre-
eeeding ages, had flourifhed fo much, and had
{hewed themfelves fo far fuperior to the Barbari-
ans, their prefent depopulation was more evident,
more remarkable, and more fenfibly felt.” Indeed
when we refle¢t upon the flourithing condition’of
Greece in antient times 3 on the number of fine ci-
ties with which it abounded; on the politenefs,
learning, and freedom of fpirit, which fo effen-
tially diftinguifhed its inhabitants from the reft of
mankind ; we muft neceffarily confefs, that Plu-
tarch’s obfervation is ftill true ; and that the de-
ftrucion, in which any of thofe ftates that fourifh-
ed moft of old are involved, is moft remarkable,
and moft fenfibly felt in Greece even at this day.

. Nor is it neceflary with our author- to interpret
Plutarch fo ftrictly, as if there had been at that
time only 3000 men in all Greece able to bear
arms. INothing more can be intended, than that
the Greeks were dwindled into a diminutive nation,
in ;comparifon of what they had been formerly ;
and that in all their cities there were not perhaps
3000 good foldiers, fuch as the fingle city of M-
gara could have furnithed in the Median war *,
Thus Plutarch’s teftimony. is cleared from thofs

K k difficulties

* The word érns which is afed by Plutarch, fignifies
fuch ad were compleatly armed, or carried the heavieft arms,
in whom the antients placed their greateft confidence,
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difficulties which had fo much perplexe:d our' au-
thor *,

TH.‘ESE teftimonies ﬂf Plutarch and Dmdarm are
fo full and exprefs, and conclude fo ftrongly a-
gainft the happy influence of the  Romar empire,
that our author will not be found to have brought
any thing fo weighty on the other fide: for we
ought never.to put the loofe and rhetorical de-
clamations of fuch a fiery paffionate author as
Tertullian T, or the flattering oration of the fo-

phitt

* This tefimony of Plutarch, concerning the fuperior .
populoufnefs of Greece and other antient nations; before the
eftablilhment of the Roman empire, is exaétly agreeable to
what we obferved from Disdoras Siculus, p. 35th of the dif~
Sertation, '

+ In the treatife, db anina, cap. 30. Tertullian feems. to have
no intention of comparing the populoufnels of the world,
under the Roman empire, with that of the period of antiqui-
ty which immediately preceeded it, while the {fmaller repu- |
blics were fubfifting. The comparifon is made between the
age in which Tertwllian lived, and the firlt ages, whiIc_ﬁmm ;
kind were wandering up and down in an unfettled, barba-
rous and. uncultivated manner, before governments were re-
gu}arly formed or firmly eftablithed. The argument heis
treating, requires no more than that mankind fhould have
increafed greatly, and were much more numerous at that
time, than at the beginning; which he obferves was true, even
according to profane hiftory: and for this reafon he argues,
that fince mankind have multiplied {o greatly above what
they were at firft, and their numbers are fo unequal in diffe-
rent ages, the living could not be produced from. the*dead,
but a new foul muft be produced at the formation of each

body.
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phift - Ariftides *, 1o balance’ with the more cool
and fedate judgment of Plutarch.

GrEeaT regard indeed would be due to Strabo,
Polybius and Pliny, if their authority could be
quoted, to {upport what our author infers from

Tertullian and Ariftides. But when the paffages to
which he refers are duly confidered, this will be

found not to be the cafe.

As for Strabo, it is evident, that in {éveral
places of his geography he takes notice, how
much fome mighty ftates were decayed in his age,
and how much the number of their citizens was
diminifthed . This ought to have more weight,
‘and is a clearer proof of - his opinion on this fub-.
ject, ‘thana few paflages, in which he pays a flight
compliment to that empire under which he lived,
For all, that he obferves in his fourth book concern-

ing

body. 'Such an argument has no relation to the Roman em-
pire, but would have been equally good at any other penud’.
rémoved at a diftance from the firft ages.
* This oration, or encomium upon Reme and the Romar
: empire, may juftly be called flattering ; for the fophift fecs
to have aimed at no other thing, but to difparage antiquity, -
and prefer every thing in the Roman empire, to every thing
that preceeded.  However he does not, either in the pafiage
quoted by our author, or in any other part of his declamax.
tion, fo far as I have obferved, dire@tly mention a greater
populounfnefs ; but, tho' he bad done it, the manner and vi-
fible defign of the whole piece, is fufficient to fhew how
little firefs is to be laid on his opinion -concerning’ the ad.
vantages of the Roman empire,

+ Differtation, P. 33, 30,
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ing thofe Ganls who lived in the neighbourhood of
Marfeilles, is only, that the fuperior power of the
Romans had obliged fome of the Barbarians to lay
afide their arms, and to betake themfelves to agris
culture and thearts of peace. « 1 o0l B

As to what Mr. Hums obferves concerning ¢ the
¢¢ fuperior police of the Romans, with regard to the
“ finances of Egypt, above that of its former ma-
‘narchs®,” it is evident indeed from that pafiage of
8trabo-which he cites, that the revenues of Egypt a-
mounted to a far larger fum than they had ddne in
former times.  But this is no certain fign, that'the
people were richer or more happy. This might, and
in all probability did arife from hence, that the
people of Egyps were burdened with more-grievous
taxes. Perhaps “this was the reafon, 'why ¢ the
&¢ town Mareia near Alexandria, which was for-
¢ merly a large city, had dwindled into a village:”
which our author obferves 1 from Atbenacus (lib. 1.
€Ap..25.).

NEerrTaer can it be proved from Strabo and Po-
iybins, that the Greeks were well ‘treated by-‘the Ro-
mans T, In neahty, there was nothing but artifice
and aﬂﬂﬂitmn in their {eeming moderation. Til’é
Rﬂmam were not DHI}F a'warlike people; but ma-
naged with much ‘art and addrefs. - In odious
cafes, or when their mtereﬁ or “the ‘neceflity 'of

thew

- #* Polig. dife. p. 2§9. )i
+ Phzrs, ' : * el
L Polit. dife. p. 237. 161 ol
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their affairs' required it, ' no people could better
cover their oppreffion with fpecious appearances,
or! more dextroufly affect to be gentle and  equi-
table.. They affe€red: in particular'an uncommon
regard for .the Grecks, and pretended to leave
them in' pofieflion of their former laws and li-
‘berty.  This is fometimes taken notice of by
Strabo, Polybius, and other hiftorians, who lived
wunder their, empire. But at bottom there was
nothing fincere, as will be evident from the
whole of their jconduct taken-together. *Tis true,
Polybius was . able, by his intereft with  fome of
the great men of Rome, to alleviate the afflictions
of his country, and to fettle fome good regulations,
after. the Achacans were {ubdued®. ~Yet Greece
-was reduced to a Roman province, and governed
by the arbitrary will of a Roman Praetor ; in which
ftate it continued till the reign of Nero+, who ei-
ther -through ' the “advice of fome of the good
men who governed him. in the beginning of
his reign, or in fome of his capricious humours
afterwards, reftored it to its liberty, or rather to an
empty name of liberty. However empty as it
was, the Greeks were not fuffered to enjoy it long,
being foon reduced to. their former {ubjedtion by
Vefpafian. And though after the deftruction of €g-
rinth; and the fettlementof theaffairs of Arbaia, they

enjoyed

. % Paufaniag in Achaicig,
+ Ibidem, -
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enjoyed a little refpite from war ; this was only a
breathing time. - Greece, like all the Roman pro-
vinces, was foon involved -in all the calamities
which attend a conquered people.. What liberty
was allowed the conquered nations, to live ac-
cording to their own laws, and obferve their an-
tient inftitutions, was only a fthadow without: the
fubftance. The good effeéts of fuch a permiffion
were far overbalanced "by the oppreflion of -the
Roman governors. In fhort, the Romans were
flaves themfelves ; and can we imagine the con-
quered provinces could have been in a better con-
dition ! -
Tue Grecian {tates fell into a-languifhing con-
dition from the @7z of Philip's and Alexander’s con-
quefts. So fatal is the influence of a neighbouring
monarchy, governed by able councils, when it in-
termeddles in the affairs of popular ftates, and by
raifing up factions among them, fets them in op-
pofition to one another. - *Twas 'thus that Philip
weakened the ftates of Greece, and laid the foun-
dation of their ruin. But they declined far more
fpeedily and remarkably  after the Roman con-
quefts. It would therefore be not alittle furprifing,
if fo able and judicious an hiftorian-as Pelybius
fhould be found fuppofing, that * Greece had be-
¢« come more profperous and flourithing after the -
eftablithment of the Roman yoke*. The paflage
referred to is fo far from proving their riches or-
populoufnefs,

* Political difcourfes, p. 257,
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populouinefs, that it-is introduced by Polybins 10
prove their poverty, and that all the goods of Pe-
loponnefus: were' not worth 6000 talents, or
1,162,500 L. Polybius’s words are; ¢ For not to
“¢ fpeak of thofe times, in which the affairs of Pe-
¢ Joponnefus were entirely ruined, partly by the
“ kings of Macedon, but chiefly by a feries of civil
¢ wars : even in our days, in which all the ftates
< live in peace and good agreement, and imagine
¢ themfelves to be {o. entirely happy,fo great a fum
¢ (as 6000 talents) could notbe made up out of all
¢ their goods, abftralting from the bodies *,”
meaning the price of the inhabitants, if they were
fold for flaves. From which it is evident, that
Polybius is comparing, not the' condition of Greece
before the days of Phi/ip, with its condition in his
own age; but the troubled and unfettled ftate of
Peloponnefus during the Achaean wars, with that
fhort breathing time it enjoyed, when thefe wars
had jutt ceafed. *Tis natural for a people to think
themfelves very happy in the enjoyment of peace
after deftruétive wars. This is all which is faid
by Polbius. For he is far from fuppofing, that
the Greeks were happier, richer, or more populous,
than they had been before the days of Philip the
father of Aléxander. How can we imagine that fuch
a fuppofition would be found in a writer, who not
only knew that a Roman army had ravaged Acbaia,
and diffolved the rbaean league, buc was him-

| felf

® Lib, 2,
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felf an eye-witnefs of the barbarous deftrution. of f

Caﬁ*rﬁ'a * 1 , ; | -

As forthe paﬁhg&s quuted frnm PLH_}'; 'une,znf

them rather makes againft our, author’s hypothefis ;

for in it Pliny gives the preference to. the antient:

world 1. . He admits indeed, that the Roman em-

4

pire.

# Strabo, Iib. §.
+ Tilud fatis mirari non queo, interiffe quarandem memgd-
fiam ; atque etiam nominum, quae auctores prodidere, noti-

i

tiam. ~Quis enim non communicato orbe terrarum, majefta-

te .Romani imperii profecifle vitam putet commercio rerum

ac focietate feftac pacis, omniaque etiam quae occulta ante

fuerant, in pmnnﬁ:un ufu fafta @ At hercule non reperiuntar

nu: norunt multa " ab antiquis pmdlta tanto pnﬁ:mum curd

fernl:m, aut induftria felicior fuit, ante millia annorum inter

principia literaram Hefiodo praecepta agricolis pandere orfo; |

{ubfecutifque non paucis hanc curam ejus, unde nobis crevig
labor. Q&:ippe cﬁm_rcquirenda fint non folum poftea in-
venta, verum etiam ea quae invenerant prifci, defidia inter-
necione reram memoriae indufta, cujus fomni caufas quis
alias quam publicas' mundi invenerit { Nimirum alii fubiere
ritus, circaque alia mentes hominum detinentur, et avaritiae

tantam artes coluntur. Antea inclufis, gentium imperiis.in- .
tra ipf as, ideoque et ingentiis, quadam fterilitate fortunae, ne- .

ceflé crat animi bona exercere : regefque innumerl honore'
artium colebantur, et in oftentatione has praeferebant, opent
et immortalitatem fibi per illas prorogari arbitrantes. . Quare.
abundabant et praemia et opera vitae. Pofieris laxitas mun«
di et rerum amplitudo damno fuit, poft quam fenater cenfur
legi coeptus, judex fieri cenfu, magiftratom ducemque nil
magis exornare quam cenfus: poftquam coepere orbitas in

auttoritate fumma et potentia’ effe, captatio in quaefta ferei-

Liffimo, ac {ola gaudia in poflidendo; peflum iere vitae pre-
-t
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pite had produced greater inequality of fortune,
greater riches, a more general peace, and had
opened a more free communication among the na-
tions. But his expreflions are far from infinuating,
that it had done fervice upon the whole, either by
making men more happy, virtuous or numerous,
or by advancing the beft and nobleft arts of life,
On the contrary, he takes notice, that it had in-
troduced greater luxury and vice: and which
ought efpecially to be remarked, had made riches
fo neceffary, that a family was efteemed a bur-
den and a  difadvantage, as it increafed ex-
pence 3 and that the want of children, by leflen-
ing expence, added a dignity, and gave greater
power and influence. An author of thefe fenti-
ments cannot be fuppofed to have believed, that
the Roman empire produced greater numbers of

people than the antient governments,
Lol As

tia : omnefque a maximo bono liberales dictae artes in con-
trariom  cecidere, ac fervitute fola profici caeptum : hanc
alius alio modo, et in aliis adorare, eodem tamen haben-
di quo eat fpes omnium tendente voto. Paffim vero etiam
egregii aliena vitia quam bona {ua colere malle.  Ergo her-
cule voluptas vivere coepit, vitaipfa defiit. Sed nos obli-
terata quoque fcrutabimar,
. PLin. nat. hift. Iib. 14. in procemio.

As rb.e expreffion, voluptas vivere coepit, vita ipfa defiit, foni
Jes, that the true tafle of living was Iefl by the prevalence of fer-
ﬁgfr{y & i P]m}r intended to f Lenify fyr!ﬁar that waf#ﬁ!,;mf 5{}
:zér:g’gm' the term of buman life, be could not be of opinion, that
thefe latter vifinements avere fasvourable to populbufueyi,
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As to the other paffage * quoted by our author,
it proves nothing but the vanity of the Romans,
who called the flavith fubjection of the world to
their empire humanity, and caltior wvitae #fus)
imagining, like fo many among the moderns,
that their own times and manners were preferable
to all that had gone before them. But neither from
the contemplation of the nature and forms of
their government, nor from the hiftory of the
times, will this appear to be the truth. On thé
contrary, the deftruttion of the world feems
greatly owing to the ruin of the fmaller govern-
ments, and the eftablithment of the Romar em-

pire.

* Terra omnium terrarum alumna eadem et parens, numine
Deiim eleta, quae coelum ipfum clarius faceret, {parsi con-
gregaret imperia, ritufque molliret : et tot populorum difcordes
ferafque linguas fermonis commercio contraheret ad collo-
quia, et humanitatem homini daret, breviterque una cunc-
tarum gentium in toto orbe patria fieret.

Prin. nat. hift. lib. 3. cap. 5.

Piar o

SEcT. 2%

Tue humour of blaming the paft, and admi-
ring the prefent, is ftrongly rooted in human na-
ture, and has an influence even on perfons endued
with the profoundeft judgment and moft extenfive

learning.
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learning. Cuftom gives fanction to thofe man-
ners which are moft common, though perhaps
the moft ridiculous, and makes it difficuit to form
unprejudiced opinions concerning them. Do not
mankind generally prefer the opinions, the arts,
and the manners of the age in which they live to
all ethers ? Whether this inclination arifes from
vanity, or from a weaknefs and narrownefls of
mind, which renders it difficult for us to form di-
ftinct conceptions of diftant ages, and of manners
different from our own ; the inclination itfelf is
vifible. ’T'was thus that the Romans imagined
their empire had been ferviceable to mankind ;
’tis thus that fo many among the moderns conceive
{o favourably of the benefits arifing from trade and
manufactures, as if in all cafes, without exception,
they contributed no lefs to render the world popu-
lous, than to add to the commodioufnefs of life.
But in truth it will be found, that there may be
fuch an extenfive trade, and fuch a variety of ma-
nufactutes, as will render the world lefs populous,
and prevent the increafe of mankind.

Tuis argument has been partly confidered al-
ready, and the effects of fimplicity and refinement
fet forth in the differzation*® ; however, asitis a
material part of the queftion, it will be pro-
per to add a few other ftrokes, to obviate any ob-
jections that have been fuggefted in the political
difconrfe. By

* P. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 2y, 28, 20, 30,
Ste
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By fuch a fimplicity of life and manners, as is
maintained to be favourable to populoufnefs, is
to be underftood, not a favage fiercenefs or' barba-
rity, or a total ignorance of arts, fuch as’ pre-
vailed in the rude beginnings of nations, before
focieties were regularly formed, but fuch as is
confiftent with many improvements, nay, fup-
pofes the moft neceffary arts to be brought to a
good degree of perfection. “Tis fuch a fimplicity
as attually obtained among many antient nations,
when every family carefully cultivated its own
little field, and mankind were almoft wholly'im-
ployed in agriculture, and its attendant arts, being
little acquainted with trade or merchandize, and
entirely ftrangers to luxury or magnificence in
living. -

It would not be difficult to fhew, ‘that fuch a
fimplicity of life and manners would make a nation
more virtuous, and by confequence more happy.
But the debate does not turn on this point, nor
do we inquire which of the two ftates, the fimple
or the refined, is moft eligible in itfelf, or moft
fuited to our tafte at prefent, after we have been
acquainted with the more refined ; or which nie-
thod is moft effetual to infpire a flothful barba-
rous people in theneighbourhood of an opulentlu-
xurious commercial nation, with the love of indu-
ftry. The only queftion is, whether fimplicity or
refinement renders a country moft populous? ‘and
whether & nation already addicted to pafturage and

: agricultyre
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agriculture (as many of the antient nations were)
muft not be more numerous by their induftry of
this kind, than moft other commercial nations by
their extenfive trade and operofe manufactures ¢
Now, viewing things in this light, the ex-
amples our author brings of antient fimplicity,
viz. that the only garb of the antients, both for
males and females, was very fimple* ; that the
city of Atkens was fully as populous before the
Median war, as at any time after it; that its
citizens applied themfelves to pafturage and agri-
culture, avoided an extenlive trade, and were a-
verfefrom long and diftant voyages 1 ; that the in-
tereft of money was high?; and the profits of trade
great| ; that the navigation of the antients was
very imperfect ** ; that their commerce confifted
chiefly in the exchange of thofe commodities, for
which different foils and climates were {uited 17 ;
and that the antient republics had'a great refem-
blance to Swifferland, where there are the worft
artifts, and the leaft commerce, but the beft agri-
culture in Europe 1. Thele, and other examples of
this fort, not only make nothing againft the hy-
pothefis of the differtation, but alfo prove in a re-

markable
* Political difcourfes, p. zo3.
+ Thid.
1 Ibid.
|| Ibid. p. z06.
w* Ibid. p. 207.
++ Ibid.

11 Ibid. P 185, 208,
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markable manner, that fimplicity obtained in an-
tient times; and that the induftry which was a-
mong the antients, was chiefly direted, not to-
wards the improvement and cultivation of manu-
factures, but to the moft ncceflary arts, and in
particular to the provifion of food. So that this
{implicity, and this fort of induftry, muft have
been effeCtual to produce greater numbers of
people.

It is true, that our manufaétures, and all our
more commodious methods of carrying on a more
extenfive trade, employ a great many hands.
‘Were we to ftrike them all off at once, it would
give a great check to every kind of bufinefs and
labour, and caufe multitudes of families to perith
by want* : nor could we all of a fudden fupply
the place of thefe later inventions. - But this pro-
ceeds wholly from our prefent cuftoms and police;
if other cuftoms and another tafte prevailed, we
could gradually fupply theirplaces, and employ
fuch hands as would be rendered i1dle, in a manner
much more ufeful for multiplying our people, viz.
in agriculture, and arts fublervient to the provifion
of food, by which means we would both purchale
more ufeful and fubftantial wealth, and diftribute
it in 2 more equitable manner.

Hap the antients been either idle, or as much
ignorant of agriculture, as they were of many of
our improvements in trade and manufactures, our

author’s

& Political difcourfes, p. 210,
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author’s reafoning had been good. But this was

not the cafe, they were both well fkilled in agri-

culture, and it was their chief employment *.
Ovur

* Bofides the guotations from Columella, Cato, and Xeno-
phon, iz the differtation, p. 99, 1cO, 101, 102, 103, 104.
There is a paffage in Pliny, avbich fhews bis fenfe of the flate of
agriculture among the antients.

Dona ampliflima imperatorum ac fortium civium, quantum
quis uno die plurimum circumaraviffet. Item quartarii far-
ris aut heminae conferente populo. Cognomina etiam pri-
ma inde. Fabiorum, Lentulorum, Ciceronum, unt quif-
que aliquod optime genus fereret. Junioram familiae Bu-
bulcum nominaverunt, qui bubus optime utebatur.—Agrum
male colere, cenforium prebrum judicabatur.—Hinc et lo-
cupletes dicebant, loci, hoc eft, agri plenos. Pecunia ipfa a
pecore appellabatur. Edam nunc in tabulis cenforiis pafcua
dicuntur omnia, ex quibus populus reditus habet, quia diu
hoc folum ve&igal fuerat.—Rufticae tribus laudatiflimae eo-
rum qui rura haberent. Urbanae vero, in quas transferri ig-
nominiae effet, defidiae probro:—Ergo iis moribus non mo-~
do fufficiebant fruges, nulla provinciarum pafcente Italiam,
verum etiam anwnonae wilitas incredibilis srm'_—anenam efgu
tantae ubertatis caufa erat ¢ ipforum tunc manibus imperato-
rum colebantur agri (ut fas eft credere), gaudente terra vo-
mere laureato et triumphali aratore : five illi eadem cura femi-
na tra&tabant, qua bella, eademque diligentia arva difpone-
bant, qua caftra : five honellis manibus omnia laetius prove-
niunt, quoniam et curiofius fiunt.—At nunc eadem illa, vin-
&i pedes, damnatae manus, infcripti vultus exercent : non
tamen furda tellure, quae parens appellatur, colique dicitur
et ipfa honore hinc aﬁ'ﬁmptu, ut punc invita ea, et indigne
ferente credatur id fieri. Sed nos miramur ergaftulorum non
eadem emolumenta efle quae fuerunt imperatorum, I gitur de

cultura
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Ovur author indeed feems to be of opinion *;
that agriculture was but little known in the age.
of  Xenophony, and reprelents Xemophon, as if he
had faid, that every man may be a farmer; that;
no art or {kill is requifite ; and that all confifts in
induftry and attention to the ‘execution.  But’
Xenophon means only to fay, what is certainly
true, that agriculture is not fo hard to learn as
the other arts, to which long apprenticefhips mult
be ferved, before onecan praétife them in perfe-
ction; and that partly by looking upon the la-
bourers, pattly by verbal inftruétions, one may
foon know it fo well, as even to teach it to an-
other. = So far is Xenopbon from thinking, that no
art or fkill is requifite to make a farmer 5 that on
the contrary he afferts not only, that agriculture
is an art, but thatone muft be fkilful in it, if he
would have good crops . And from the manner of
treating this fubjeét in the oecomomics, it is evi-
dent, how much agriculture was ftudied by the’

| wifer
cultura agri praecipere principale fuit et apud exteros. Si-
quidem et reges fecere, Hiero, Philometor, Attalus, Arche-
laus: et ductts_Xenﬂphun, et Poenus -etiam Mago.—Cito—
D. Syllanus—M. Varro—Qui oftogefimum primum vitae an~
num agens de ea re prodendum putavit.
Nat. hift. 1ib. 18. cap. 3.

Quippe fermo circa rura eft, agreftefque ufus, fed quibus vita
honofque apud prifcos maximus fuerit. ;

#®L1v, nat. hift, lib. 18. cap. 1,
See alfo cap. 2, 5, 6,7, 8. :

¥ Ty 20g.
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wifer and more learned part of mankind in the age
of Xenophon.

NertHer can Mr. Hume rightly infer *, from
the account Polybius + gives of the numerous
herds of fwine in Italy, which frequently con-
fifted of more than a thoufand ; that the north of
Italy was then much lefs peopled, and worfe cul-
tivated than at prefent. For it evidently appears
from the paflage of Polybius itfelf, that thefe herds
were extremely tame, and obedient to their. keep-
ers, who had accuftomed them at the found of an
hornto run immediately each tohis ownkeeper, and
to follow him in an orderly manner. Hence, though
they had no feparate paftures, and though different
herds mixed together, they might eafily have been
kept from doing harm, fince the {wine-herds had
them fo much under command. This relation, fo far
from < having the air of that oeconomy which is
¢« to be met with in our American colonies,” o
pointing out an uncultivated country, gives us
reafon to prefume, that the peafants of thofe
days employed about every thing that con-
cerned agriculture, an art and induftry unknown
at prefent in Ewropean countries. . And we may
eafily conceive, that many metheds might have
been invented for preferving their fields, however
much they were improved by agriculture : in par-
ticular, they might have been fecured by a pro-

' M m per

=D 220, 240,

+ Lib. 12,
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per divifion of the farms, and by defending them
with inclofures. In fhort, the herds of fwine in
thofe days, according to Polybius’s defcription of
them, might have been as eafily hindered from
{traggling and from deftroying inclofures, as the
numerous flocks of fheep which are fed in Bri-
tain at prefent.

*T1s of fuch importance in the queftion, con-
cerning the populoufnefs of antiquity, to fhew the
true ftate and condition of agriculture, and the
extent to which it had arrived in antient times,
that our author has endeavoured to confirm his
hypothefis by another argument, which, having
been brought by a celebrated French Critic, in fup-
port of his own theory, Mr. Hume hath with great
ingenuity * applied it to the prefent fubjeét,and en-
deavoured to prove by it, that the earth was worfe
cultivated in antient than in modern times, It
has been obferved by L’ Abbe du Bos, that Italy is
warmer in the prefent age than it was formerly.
Mr. Hume would extend this obfervation to other
European . climates, and account for this greater
warmth of the feafons, by fuppofing that Jtaly,
Gaul, and other countries are better cultivated,
and therefore more populous than they weére in an-
tient tumes.

Bur is it either certain, that Italy, or other
fouthern parts of Ewurope, are warmer than they
were antiently ; or, though they were warmer, is

it

* P, 243, &c. 'm
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it a juft confequence, that for this reafon they
muft be better cultivated, aud more populous than
they were in antient times?

As the antients take notice of rigar:aus winters,
which happened in fome particular years, deftroyed
the trees, and caufed rivers to freeze even in
warmer climates, fome fuch extraordinary fevere
feafons fill continue to happen in the fame coun-
tries, perhaps once in a century or oftner.

A. C. 401, the * fea is {aid to have been frozen
during 20 days. Ifthis relates to the Euxine {ea, the
whole of it lies between 42 and 46 degrees of lati-
tude, and its northern banks are a degree farther
fouth than the middle parts of France. But what-
ever fea is underftood, we have undoubted . evi-
dence, that in the eighth century, about the 23d
year of Conflantinus Copronymus, there was fo great
a froft at Conflantinople, which lies in about 41
degrees of latitude, and is farther fouth than the
moft fouthern point in France, that the Ewuine
fea was covered with ice in fome places 100 miles
from the fhore; and that the ice was fo ftrong, as
to carry men and all other kinds of animals. Thes,
pbanes, who lived at that time, fays, that he was
an eye-witnefs of the mountains of ice which came
rolling down by Conflantinople ; and that this froft

was

* 1t is called the Euxine fea in the Univerfal Hiflery, lately
publithed, but the Chronic.' dlexand. ad ann. Chrifti 4o1.
which is quoted for attefting this event, calls it only the
fea. '
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was not only felt in that country, but in the nor-
thern, eaftern and weftern regions *.

A. C. 821, the rivers in Europe were frozen
fohard, as to bear loaded waggons for 30 days
together . -

Bur to come to modern titmes, in the year
1709, the froft was fo fevere, as to deftroy many
vegetables, not only in the northern, but alfo in
the fouthern parts of Europe. Even in Italy, moft
of the lemon and orange-trees, and a great many
olive-trees perithed. Birds and infects were de-
ftroyed in vaft numbers; nay, many cattle, and
even feveral men perifhed in the fields with cold.
Mention is made of 60 near Paris, of fome at
Venice, and of 8o French foldiers near Namur.
Some died aboard the thips that were on the coaft
of Italy; and feveral loft parts of their fingers
and toes. Rivers were frozen in England, Den-
mark, Germany, France ‘and Italy: nay, the fea
itfelf on the coaft of Genoa and Eeghornt. How-
ever, notwithftanding the rigour of this feafon, the
froft in the year 1684, as it continued longer, is
thought to have been more fevere|l. In fthort,

there
* Theophan. chronograph. ad ann. Conflant. 23.
+ Hiems faevifima fuit hoc anno, adeo ut fluvii Europag

nT“cu: conftriCti plauftra onufta plufquam tricenis diebus fer-
“rent,

Calyifius ad ann. 821,
] Jeress abridgment of the philofophical tranfaltions,
:ffum 1700, to 1720. vol. 1, part. 2. p. 113, &e.
I I'md P 117, In this cold winter, the waters of the
_ /g :Ewme.r
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there appears no good reafon to believe, - that there
have not been as rigorous winters in modern, as
were in antient ages. ¢ '

SupposinGg geography to be as imperfect as it
was in the days of Strabe, and a writer who was
born in Sicily, Greece, or the fouth of Italy, and
was accuftomed to the warmth of thefe countries,
. todefcribe the climate of Ga«l, and of the northern
parts of Europe, ’tis fcarce to be doubted, but he
would do it much in the fame manner, as Diodo-
rus Siculus or Farro hath done. Suppofe alfo that
he was banifhed from his native country to the
weftern banks of the Euxine fea, and was in as
melancholy an humour, and endued with as lively
and - as poetical a genius as Owvid: fuppofe
him to fit down to bemoan his unhappy fate, to
paint the wretchednefs of his lot, and lament his
banithment from his country,” ’tis probable that
he would give as difmal accounts of the climate,
as Ovid has given us of that of Tom: *,

| NEITHER
Thames were frozen to fo great depth, that booths were e-
reted, fires lighted, and meat drefled on the river,

* Qur author (p. 245}, quotes Mr. Tournefort to attelt the
finenefs of this climate, in oppofitionto Owid. But this gentle-
man does not appear to have been {o far north as Tomi, a.i:-d
feems only to have feen the fouthern coafts of the Ezxine fea.
Befides, in his defcription of that part of the coaft, from the
mouth of the Euxine, as far as Singpe ; he confefles, he never
faw it, but in the fineft feafon of the year ; from which, and
from fome preceeding obfervations of the exceffive frofts of
modern times, it will appear, that Ozid’s defcription will
not prove, that the antient feafons were colder than what

. at m
pe fhill felt in our days, ol
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NerTHER will it appear, that the temperature
of climates has been altered by the culture of the
earth, from what our author quotes from Strabo*,
¢ that north of the Gevemtes, Gaul produces not
“ figs and olives ; and the vines which have been
¢« planted bear not grapes that will ripen;” for
fruits are very different from corns, and other
things which are #ece/fary for the fubfiftance of
man. Hence, while corn-fields were richly cul-
tivated, the culture of fruits might have made
flow progrefs from one country to another : fo that
the want of them might have been owing, not to
want of heat, but often to the neglect of the inhabi-
tants, and to their particular cuftoms and opinions.
"The emperor Domitian publithed an edict, forbid-
ding any more vines to be planted in Jffaly, and
commanding many which were already planted in
the provinces to be immediately rooted up+. Near
200 years afterwards, the emperor Probus allowed
liberty to the Gawls, Pannonians, Spaniards and
Britons to cultivate vines §, a privilege which they
feem not to have fully” enjoyed fince the time of
Domitian; nay, he employed his foldiers in time
of peace, in planting vineyards. ‘When peaches
were firlt propagated in Jtaly and France, it fur-

prifed the 1fu::»rlrj that they could be brought to

perfection

® P, 244.
4+ 'Philoftrat. vit. Apoll. Tyan. lib. 6. cap. 17.
"+ Vopifeus in Prob. Eutrop. lib. 9. cap, 17,
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perfeCtion out of Perfia®. Befides, the richnefs
of fruits does not always depend upon the heat of
the climate. Thofe grapes which yield the moft
delicious wines that France affords, are produced
in Burgundy and Champagne provinces, fituated
far towards the north of the Cevennes : yet the air
of thefe provinces is neither fo warm, nor fo che-
rithing as that of Montpelier.  Good figs may be
produced 100 miles north of Edinburgh, which
Strabo would have thought impofiible ; and even
within the memory of man, how many places in
Scotland were thought incapable of producing
wheat, and the beft fort of oats and barley, where
they grow plentifully at prefent. In fhort, the
production and perfection of fruits and grains de-
pend on many other circumftances befides the
warmnefs of the climate: and no argument can
be drawn for lefs or greater heat, from examples
of this kind.

But though it were certain, that faly, and o-
ther fouthern parts of Ewrope, are now warmer
than they were in former times 3 as Mr, Hume has
well obferved +, the confequence may not be ne-
ceflary, that they are better cultivated. For, if
the northern countries of Eurcpe were antiently
wilder and more woody, the colder winds that
blowed from them might have affeéted the fouthern
climates, and made them colder than they are

now,

* Peaches are commonly reckoned indigenge Perfiae,
t P. 253, 254,
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now, after thefe woods have been felleds not-
withftanding which, they might have been better
cultivated and peopled in thofe antient times.

) 2 o 114 e

in the precceding fections we have endeavoured
to demonftrate, that modern inftitutions and mo-
dern manners are far lefs favourable to populouf-
nefs, than thofe which obtained in antient ages.

Hence it ought not to furprife us, that antient
hiftorians have given accounts of far greater num-
bers of people than are to be found in moderntimes.
‘Nor do we feem tohave any juft title to rejeét their
teftimony on this ground, unlefs there are fome
other circumftances which render it incredible 3
nay, the accounts of antient hiftorians appearing
to be fuch as might be expected, if the hypothefis
in the differtation was true, ferve both to confirm
it, and alfo to render the teftimonies themfelves

more credible.
It is not indeed pretended, that antient hifto-

rians have fallen into no miftakes, that fome of
their computations are not too high, or that there
is a perfect agreement among them in every num-
ber or minute circumftance. This 1s not neceffary
in an argument, which is not built upon a fingle
teftimony or two, but upon a feries of them,
given by fuch as lived in fucceffive ages, and indif-

ferent nations: all which agree in bearing witnels
' to
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to the great populoufnefs of antiquity. Such
concurring teftimonies of fo many authors, facred
and profane, concerning fo many countries, can-
not be evaded by general infinuations, as if the ac-
~counts, by being ridiculous, loft all credit and
authority *. Could we indeed demonftrate, from
a comparifon of antient and modern manners, that
modern ages muft be more populous than the an-
tient, we fhould have reafon to reject the moft ex-
prefs teftimonies : but when either it is quite o-
therwife, or the matter is at moft only rendered
doubtful, by arguments which feem to balance
one another, we muft not haftily reject the tefti-
monies of hiftorians. However, to obviate the
force of any objections which have been propofed
by Mr. Hume, it will be neceflary to examine
what he has thrown out on this head, and to fub-
join fome other calculations and authorities from
the antients, befides thofe which have been alrea-
dy propofed in the differtation.

As to Egypt, Theocritus celebrates Ptolemy for
commanding 33,339 cities T ; an additional proof
of the great populoufnefs of this fertile country in
thofe days. ’Tis true, the number, or rather the
manner in which the number is exprefled by the
poet, is fomewhat fingularf; but what reafon
have we to fuppofe, that this fingularity was the

N n reafon

* Political difcourfes, p. 213.
+ Idyll 17. lin, 82,
I Politjcal difcourfes, p. 214,
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reafon of affigning it ? Theocritus does not feem to
have been one of thofe authors who wrote fo loofe-
ly. Under the word cities the antients compre-
hended not only large walled towns, but the more
noted villages. Of fuch cities there were in Egypr
no fewer than eighteen or twenty thoufand, ac-
cording to antient hiftorians. If to thefe we add
the cities of thofe parts of Phoenicia, Arabia, Sy-
ria, Libya, /Ethiopia, Pamphilia, Cilicia, Lycia,
Caria, and the Cyclades, which Ptolomy alfo com-
manded, and which are enumerated by Theo-
critus, we will be difpofed to do the poet more
juftice, and fhall fee a better reafon for the num-
ber he hath affigned, than its fingularity®. Such
methods of expreffion are commion to Theéocritis,
with Homer, and all other poets.

How can we fuppofe, with Mr. Hume+, ‘that
Diodorus would affign no more than three millions
of inhabitants to Egypz, when he computes above
300,000 of free condition in Alexandria alone 1.
He could not but know, that there were a“great
many flaves befides. If we fuppofe them only
twice as many, we have a city of near a million,

which,

* T,ce:e; ptv Gt weniay bearer]adis evdedunrran,
e ¥ 'n # o r
Tpet d apet xmmnpi:; Tpiovals el Juuj:::cdp'fmr, :
Aol d'% T}o:&aﬁec, UETOL de G@IF:P-’EFJ&K&"’;&{ ffﬁl;r:‘
~ ] £ o 2O '
Towr mavrer IlTorsualog QYoVEp Euo ATINEVEL.
Theocr, Idyll. 17. Lin. 8z.

+ P. 214.
1 Lab. 17. feft. 5z
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which, according to Mr. Hume’s interpretation,
would contain a third part of all the inhabitants of
Egypt. We muft not therefore interpret Dicdorus in
this manner, but muft fuppofe that the three ‘millions
he mentions were only the heads of famtthes, or the
males who were come to full age ; and that all che
inhabitants in the time of Dzﬁzfﬂrm amaunted to
twelve millions, whmh is the h}‘PDthEﬁS in the
differtation *.

Ir we examine our author’s computations, con-

cern'i”ng ‘the number of inhabitants in G?"EE.-:‘E, we
fhall find not only, that he has reduced then‘ num-
ber much below the true account, but alﬁ:r, that
his computation has proceeded wholly upﬂn an er-
roneous foundation.
- ‘Wz may oblferve in general, that though our au-
thor has reduced the whole inhabitants of Gregee to
a number not much exceeding what may be found
at prﬂﬂ:nt in Scotland T3 yet the Greeks may well
be allowed to have been at leaft as numerous and
as pnwerful a pcople as the Englifh. The hlﬂt:r},r
and atchievements of both nations would lead us
to conclude them to have been far fuperior.

Ir we proceed even upon our author’s own hy-
'Pntheﬁs, and campﬁte the number of the Atbeni-
ans at 284,000%, fuppofing them to have been
even the twentieth part of the Greeks (though they

: did

A AL

+ Pl 230,

i Political difcourfes, p. 222,
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did not poffefs one twenty third part of the coun.
try *) we fhall find they were more than 53 mil-
lions ; a number much greater than that affigned
by Mr. Hume, viz. 1,380,000 1. Nay, fuppofing
them to have been the twelfth part of the Greeks
(though furely they did not bear fo great a propor-
tion) even at this rate the inhabirants of all Greece
muft have amounted to 3,408,0003; a number
more than double that of our author. But wé_can—
not fuppofe, that the territory of Athens was much
better inhabited than the other parts of Greece,
fince it was mountainous, ‘and of courfe lefs fertile.
Befides, its trade did not much increafe the num-
ber of its people; ~for, according to Herodotus,
quoted by Mr. Hume {, it was as populous before
the Median war, as at any time after it.
AcaiN ; Mr. Hume’s computation of the num-
ber of the Greeks, by which he makes them to
have amounted only to 1,380,000, is founded up-
on the fuppofition, that thofe 230,000 Greeks, by
whom Philip of Macedon would have been backed
in his intended expedition againft Perfia, were all
the free citizens throughout all the cities of Greece,
But this {uppofition cannot poflibly be true; for
it cannever be fuppofed, that Philip either would or
could have carried away all the citizens or fighting

men

# Differtation, p. 50,
4 P. 226, 227, 228,
I P, 205,
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men of Grezce.  Thefe, 230,000 * were only “the
auxiliaries which the Grecign ftates had decreed to
Philip for his Perfian expedition. “Tis not pro-
bable, they would have decreed more than the
fifth part of the citizens ; at which rate the citi-
zens in Greece amounted to 1,075,000 the num-
ber of freg perfons to 4,300,000; and fuppofing
thrice as many flaves, the whole inhabirants a-
mounted to 17,200,000. If the forces decreed
to szfzp made a fourth part, the citizens amount-
ed to 860,000, the number of all the free perfons
to 3,440,000, and the whole number of the inha-
bitants to 13,760,000, which is much the fame
numhcr with that in the differtation.

1T ou ght to be remarked, that the Lacedaemo-
#ians, who were one of the moft powerful ftates
in Greece, decreed no auxiliaries to Philip, and of
courfe muft not be comprehended in the preceed-
ing computation ; for they would receive no or-
ders from the king, et legem et regem contempferunt.
Hence the real number of the Greeks muft have
been greater, than that affigned above, by the
whole number of the Lacedacmonians.

But, to come to our author’s computations,
with refpect to the particular ftates of Greece.

’T1s peedles to fay any thing concerning

the

* Fuflin, from whom this c-:-mpntatinn has been taken,
calls them only 200,000 foot, and 1 5,000 horfe, lib. g,
cap [ s

T P. 56,
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the form or extent of the Greek cities,  about
which our author has made feveral ingenious, ub-
{ervations*. For our lnqmry is not concerning
the number of people in a city, but concerning
the number of inhabitants in a whole ftate or ter-
ritory.

WitH refpet to Athens in partlcular, it is al
lowed, that all the inhabitants within the A.tbgm—
an territory, who were of free condition, were on-
ly 124,000, being the quadruple of the number
of 21,000 citizens and 10,000 {trangers, mén.-
tioned by Athenacus, But Mr. Hume will needs
underftand the 400,000 flaves mentioned h}r_:f,lé
fame author, only of males come to full age 5 ; be-
caufe the 21,000 free citizens, and the ID,GDG
ftrangers mentioned in the fame paffage, can bet un-
derftood only in this manner. Agreeably to which
hypothefis, he Lmnputes the {layes at 1,600,000 ;
a number o grear, that he imagines its improba-
bility 2 fufficient reafon for rejecting Arbenaeys’s
teftimony. ‘ 2 e

Ir it were neceflary to interpret the paffage of
Athenaeus in this fenfe, our author would perhaps
have reafon tc call his authnrlty in que[’uon
for, according to this interpretation, the propor-
tion of the flaves to fuch as were of free cﬂnd1tmn,

muft have been more than 12 to 1+, which will
be

“E P, 226, 227. 228.
By fome overfight, our author has flated it as 20to

i. p- 223,
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. be reckoned by far too high. But there: is no ne-
ceffity ‘to underftand Athenacus in this fenfe, or to
fuppofe, that he diftinguithed the flaves, who
were of fo little account under the antient govern-
ments, {o fcrupuloufly, either as the free citizens
who alone had a voice in the public councils, or as
the ftrangers who were fo greatly honoured at A-
thens. *Twas fufficient if he numbered them en gros.
When the words of an author will bear it, we
ought to interpret them, confiftently with truth
and probability. The Greek flaves were undoubted-
ly very numerous ; few citizens wanted flaves al-
together ; and many citizens had great numbers,
It is faid that Zimarchus had 105 that Lyfias and
his brother had 60 a-piece 3 and that Demoffbenes
had 52 *. We may therefore reafonably prefume,
there were three {laves for every perfon who was free :
but to fuppofe that they were 12 to 1, is too high
an eftimate. 'We muft not therefore interpret 4-
thenaeys in this manner, without any neceflity.

IF the flaves had been 20, oreven 12to 1, fe-
veral of our author’s arguments, to invalidate the
teftimony of Athenacus, and to prove that there
were not 1,600,000 f{laves among the Arbenians,
might perhaps have been reckoned conclufive : as
when he argues, that if there had been fo great a
number T, it would have been impoflible to have
kept them from frequent and dangerous infur-

rections ;

# Political difcourfes, p. 223,

+ Ibid. p. 222. 223. 224.
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reCtions 3 yet this was very poffible, for there
was only one commotion, @iz, that of the miners;
— that there would have been a neceflity for a ve-
ry rigorous military difcipline to keep them in
awe; yet there was no fuch neceffity : - nay, . the
Atbenians treatment. of their flaves was extremely
gentle and indulgent; — that the defertion of
20,000 during the Decelian war, could net have
brought the Athenians to great diftrefs ; yet this
was actually the cafe. —And - that Xenophon, when
he propoled a {cheme for entertaining by the pu-
blic 10,000 flaves, faid, “* Any one who confiders
¢« the numbers we had before the Decelign war,
¢« will be convinced, that fo great a number may
¢ pofiibly be fupported ;” a way of {peaking al-
together incompatible with the larger number of
1,600,000. But it agrees well with the real num-
ber of 400,000 mentioned by Athenaeus; for of
thefe 400,000, only a fourth part, or 100,000
could be able to bear arms.  So that deducting the
20,000 who deferted during the Decelian was, it
would not be found fo ealy a matter to raife out
of the remainder the number mentioned by Xéno-
phon.  Thus, as there is no neceflity, from the
paffoge in Athenaeus, to ftate the number of {laves
{o high, as Mr. Hume hath done ; and as inftead
of being twelve or twenty times, they were only
thrice as numerous as thofe of free condition, all

thefe arguments fall to the ground at once.
Nerrner is the fmallnefs of the Cenfus a good
argument

&
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‘argument againft the populoufnefs of the ftate of
Atbens. Our author hath obferved, that both
Demofthenes * and Polybius + ftate the Cenfus of A-
thens at 6ooo talents, or 1,162,500/ and under
this fum he would compreherd the whole value of
lands, houfes, furniture and flaves 1. But this can-
not be the meaning either of Denaffbenes or of Poly-
bius, nor is it poffible to reconcile it to the circum-
ftances of Athens. Counting only 200,000 flaves;
attwominae each (whichwasthe leaftvalue putupon
any of the flaves belonging to Demofthenes’s father||)
the flaves alone were werth more money. We
muft not therefore confider the Cenfus, as com-
prehending the full value of Jands, houfes, furni-
ture and flaves. Perhaps it is not eafy to deter-
mine with precifion what was meant by it; pro-
bably it was fomething like a valuation of yearly
rents and profits, according to which a tax was to
be impofed on the Athenians, Underftanding it
in this fenfe, the fum of 6ooo talents was not a
{mall valuation: for, {fuppofing the Athenians to
have been half a million in number, each of them
would have had more than 2/. per annum, which
would have gone far to purchafé neceflaries
amidft the antient plenty **, Befides, it is not

O-0 ar
* De clafibus.
+ Lib, 2,
1 Political difcourfes, p. 224,
1 In aphob. 1.

** Differtation, p. 126, &%
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at all probable; that the fum of 6co0 talents wag
the full eftimate of the real rents or profits of all
the people of Arbens.  As it is ufual in valuations
made in order to the impofition of taxes, it
would be much below the real value. Suppofing
it only athird, every inhabitant would "have had
more than 6 /. a-year*to {pend, which is not much
below what Dzvenant * allots to every perfon in
England in our expenfive times, But be this as it
will, it was impoffible that 6000 talents could be
the full value of the whole ftate of Atbens ; for not
long before, there had been at one time about
10,000 talents in the Athenian treafury +; f{o that
the inference from this topic does not feem to be
well founded. i i

Our author has affirmed t, that the Athenians
brought yearly from Pontus 400,000 medimni of
corn ; that at that time they imported little corn
from any other place ; and that || A##ica itfelf was fo
barren in corn, that it produced notenoughto main-
tain the peafants. ¥rom whence he brings an ar-
gument againft the populoufnefs of the rhenian
territory, fince its whole inhabitants were main-

tained

* Effay upon the probable methods of making a people
gainers in the balance of trade, London, 1699. p. 23.

In this effay, the author ftates 7 1. 9s. 3. a-head, as
the yearly expence of all the people in Exglard.

+ Differtation, p. 228.

t P. 226.

| P. 227.
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tained by fo fmall an importation, added to the
inconfiderable product which 4stica yielded.

Bur (1.) Demofthenes fays no more than this, that
the Arhenians brought fcarce fo much corn from
all other markets together, as from Pontus alone *.
Befides, thefe markets feem to have been only
thofe with which the Aikenians traded by fea .
They might, and probably did bring a much
greater quantity by iland from the neighbouring
markets in Greece : for it appears to have been ra-
ther lefs expenfive to bring corn by land, than to
import it by fea, fince navigation was either fo
imperfect, or fo dangerous in thofe days, that,
according to 7 bucydides 1, the importation of pro-
vifions from Euboea, by a voyage about the pro-
montory of Symium, was' more expenfive than
bringing them by land by the way of Oropus .
(2.) Though Aitica was reprefented to the Roman
fenate, by the Athenian ambafiadors, as barren ;
yet, confidering the circumitances in which they
were placed, and the defign they had of excufing
themfelves to the Romans, we ought to lay little
ftrefs on their reprefentation ; for they would re-
prefent their country as being at leaft as barren as

it

* Orat. adverfus Leptinem,

+ This is confirmed both by the fignification of the word
iuwopior  ufed by Demofilenes, and by what follows in the
palfage. '

1 Lib. 7. cap. 28.

|| Political difcourfes, p. zo7.
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it really was *. (3.) Notwithftanding their reprefen-
tation, we may well be allowed to fuppofe, that
Attica produced grain enough to maintain three
fourths of the peafants. According to Xenophon,
there were 10,000 houfes or families in Atbens .
Allowing therefore feven to each family, there
were 70,000 Athenians who dwelt in the city : the
remaining 430,000 { were the peafants, who lived
in the country. (4.)On this {uppofition ’tis eafly to
thew, that the Athenians had grain, brought in by
fea and land together, enough to maintain thofe
20,000 who dwelt in the city and the remaining
fourth part of the peafants, which together a-
mounted to 177,500, and were unprovided for
by the produét of Astica. If to the 100,000 wme-
dimni brought in yearly from Pontus, we add a-
‘bout as much imported from all the other Zumopice
together, and twice as much, which could have
been more eafily brought by land from the neigh-

buuring

* Primi Athenienfes introdufli: i1, fe, quod navium
habuerint militumque, P. Licinio confuli et C. Lucretio prae-
tori mififie cxpnfueru nt, quibus eos non ufos frumenti fibi cen-
tum millia imperaffe : quod quanquam fterilem terram arent,
iplofque ctiam agreftes peregrino frumento alerent, tamen, ne
deefient officio, confecifie; et alia, quae imperarentur, praeﬁara
paratos efie.

Tit. Liv. lib. 43. cap. 6.

+ Memorab. lib. 3.

1 According to the difiertation, p. 55. the inhabitants of
the whole territory of Amm_-, are cﬂmputed to have been a.
b.':ut half a .mlll'on

il
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bouring markets in Greece, we thall find, that they
had a quantity of grain fufficient to maintain thefe
177,500 people. For they had of grain alone
more than one Scotch, or about 13 Englifh pecks
a-week to each of them * 3 no inconfiderable al-
lowance, confidering the plenty of fruits and of
other provifions with which Aitica abounded.
(5.)So that upon the whole we cannot fuppofe, that
the Athenians wanted food fufficient to maintain a-
bout half a million of people, the number af-
figned in the differtation. Thus the teftimony of
Athenaens is found to be confiftent with the fup-
pofed barrennefs of Artica, and with the importa-
tions of corn from Pontus and other places,
Frow the fame principle on which Mr. Hume
hath fuppofed, that the number of Atbenian flaves
amounted to 1,600,000, he computes the Lacedae-
monian{laves at 3,120,000; anumber fo vaftly great,
that he concludes they could not have been main-
tained in a2 narrow barren country, fuch as Laco-
#ia, which had notrade. Indeed, hadthe num-
ber really been {o great, his reafoning perhaps
mlght have been juft: but, as his calcuiatmn of
the number of the Arbenian flaves is founded on a
| wrong

* Many of the labouring people in Scot/and, when they are
put on board-wages, have no more a-week, than two Scorc/:
pecks of oat-meal, for the whole of their maintenance,

One Scotch is to an Englif peck, as 1.47 to 1 nearly.

The medimmus contained 6. o84 Englih, or 4 128 *‘m:r&
}:ecks neaﬂy .
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e

wrong interpretation of Athenacus, for the fame
reafon, that of the Lacedaemonian {laves is errone-
ous. If we form a calculation, on fuppofition, that
the number of the Laredaemonians of free condi-
tion bore the fame proportion to that of their
flaves, as 124,000, the number of the free Athe-
sians, bore even to 1,600,000, the number of their
flaves according to our author’s interpretation
of Athenaeus, we fhall find, that they ought to be
ftated only at 2,012,903 *. Butif we calculate
according to the juft account, we fhall find,
that they ought to be ftated only at 503,225,
and all the inhabitants in the Spartan territory on-
ly at 659,225 3 a number which might have been
well maintained by the product of their own foil,
efpecially as the Spartans are known to have lived
in a frugal and fimple manner.

AccorpING to Plutarch-, Lycurgus divided
the whole Lacedaemonian territory into 39,000
lots or fhares, one of which he gave to each of
his 39,000 citizens. Every fhare yiclded 70 me-
dimni of grain to a man, 12 toaworman, witha
fuitable proportion of wet fruits (I fuppofe oil,
wine, figs, &¢.). Thus each citizen’s family had
at lealt 82 medimni, which was more than gz Eng-

i,

* By fome overfight they are made 3,120,000 in the poli-
cal difcourfe, p.225. a number vaftly too great, even {fup-
pofing that the Lacedaemonian flaves, were more numerous

than thofe of the Athenians in Prnpﬂrr.iﬂn to the free citizens.
+ In Lycurg.
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lifb, ' or 6% Scotch pecks a-week. - This was. paid
to the Spartans by the Helotes, and was a {ufficient
quantity of grain for all of free condition; and by
fuppofing any the moft moderate proportion be-
tween what thefe Helotes paid, and the whole pro-
duct of the lands, you fhall find, on a calculation,
that' there remained grain fufficient to maintain,
not indeed the immenfe number of f{laves men-
tioned by Mr. Hume, but 503,225, or even a
greater number, which we have fuppofed it con-
tained, agreeably to the teftimony of antient au-
thors.
From Athens and Lacedaeimon let us pafs to
Thebes, another capital city of Greece. Our au-
thor ‘hath computed its citizens at no more than
6ooo ¥ for which I can fee no reafon, that can
be offered from antiquity, but that Epaminondas
took 6ooo Boeotians to the battle of Leuftra, as
we learn from Diodorus 5 and that this levy was
made up of fuch as were moft fit for war, after a
review of the Bocotian ftate.  Does this fhew, that
‘thére were no more than 6ooco citizens in the
whole ftate, or even within the walls of Thebes2
Is it faid, that Epaminendas carried with him all
the fighting men in Beestia ? or can this be be-
lieved to have been poflible ? Can we {uppofe the
number of the Theban citizens tohave been fo fmall,
at a time when the Boeotians made fo great a figure,

when,

* Political difcourfes, p. 227,
+ Lib. 15. cap. sz,
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when, according to Diedorus, the Lacedaemonigns
who had 39,000 citizens * in the days of Lycur-
gus, and had for a long time been the moft
powerful people in Greece, ‘began to be afraid,
left the 7 hebans thould obtain the chief influence,
as Boeotia abounded in cities, and their inhabitants
were men of valour+. It was at' this very period;
as Diodorus | hath obferved, that the Athenians
chufed to aflift the Thebans, for this very rea-
fon, becaufe they were inlerior to none of the
{tates of Greece, either for courage, ftrength, or
numbers of ment. How could this have been the
cafe, - if their citizens amounted only to 6ococo?

>I'1s this opinion concerning the populoufnefs
of Boeotia, which has mifled our author in two
other cafes, and made him imagine it difficulc to
reconcile the accounts of Xewophon, and fome o-
ther antient authors; though in themfelves they
are perfectly confiltent.

PHLIASIA is faid by Xensphbon to be a fmall
city, though it contained 6000 citizens|. = Nor
is there the leaft inconfiftency here; for a city
which contained no more than 6000 citizens, was

in Greece accounted only a {mall-one. : Upon: the
;  fame

* Plutarch in Lycurg.
4+ Diodor, Sic. lib, 15. feét. z0.
T To ydp t3vec 1870 3 manSer Ty ardsor % fnﬂaem
HOTO TOME Loy ¥Itroe TY SAANIWY £deies AeiTiodat. Ib, § 26.
| Political difcourfes, p. 227.
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fame principle it is eafy to reconcile Xenophon;
who fays, that Sparta is one of the cities of Greece
that has the feweflt inhabitants ¥, with Plutarch,
who fays, that it had gooo citizens f:: foron a
comparifon we may infer, that Thebes, or any o-
ther of the capital cities of Greece, contained many
more than this number of citizens ; an. inference
entirely agreeable to the truth of hiftory.

Avw the Atolians, able to bear arms in Antipa-
fer’s time, are made by Mr. Hume to have been
only 10,000 men . But Disdorus, whole autho-
rity is quoted to prove the fact, gives thisaccouns
of the matter || ; that, when Antipater and Crate-
rus entered Etolia with 30,000 foot and 23500
horfe, the Ztolians refolving to aét upon the de-
fenfive, and not to rifk their all on the uncertain
chance of one battle, raifed an army, confifting of
10,000 of their moft vigorous citizens. With
this army they took the ficld, and encamped on
high and inacceffible grounds, that they mighs
not be obliged to come to a decifive battle, and at
the fame time might hinder the enemy from plun-
dering at large, and from penetrating into thofe
mountainous places, whither they had conveyed
their wives, children, and old men, with their
moft valuable goods. Now, 10,000 men were fuf-

Pp ficient
* Xenoph. de repub, Laced,
+ In Lycurg.
T P za8.

| Lib. 18, cap. 24
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ficient for annoying and harraffing the enemy in
- this manner.. Have we any reafon from thence to
conclude, that the Ztolians had only 10,000 ci-
tizens able to bear arms ? ’Tis plain from Diodo-
rus, that they had many more; for we are told,
that, while they abandoned their weaker and more
defencelefs cities, they put firong garrifons into
thofe which were defenfible. And it is evident,
that this would require a great number of the beft
of their citizens.

As little reafon is there to interpret Paufanias as
our author has done, as if he had faid *, that all
the Achaeans able to bear arms, in the days of
Polybius, even when {everal manumitted flaves
were joined to them, did not amount to 15,0003
for Paufanias’s reprefentation of the circumftances
of Achaia leads to a very different conclufion. Ac-
cording to his accountt, an Achacan army was
faifed, confiftingof 14,000 foot and 600 hortfe,
and was made up of flaves as well as freemen.
Perhaps too a proclamation had been iffued out,
that all the citizens, who were ft for war,
thould inlift in the army. But all the citizens did
not obey the order. The circumftances of the time
fhew evidently how this happened ; for this army
was raifed, when the Achaeans were divided into
three factions, one which was attached to the Ro-
mans, another which was -attached to the AMace-

donians,

* Political difcourfes, p. 226.
+ In Achaicis. :
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donians, and a third which was attached to neither,
but declared for the independency of Greece. It
was raifed, when ignorant, unexperienced and vio-
lent leaders were advanced to govern the ftate ;
immediately after the Achaeans had been overcome
by the Romans in a great battle, in which they loft
their Praetor; when a victorious Roman army
was in Greece, and marching directly to Carinth. In
fuch a divided dangerous condition, we need not
wonder, that no mighty army could be raifed in
Achaia. An army raifed in thefe circumitances,
could not poffibly have contained all the freemen
able to bear arms. According to Polybius, who
knew their affairs beft, the Acbacan league might
have marched 30, or 40,000 men, without any
inconvenience *. This gives a more juft: idea
of the populoufnefs of 4chzia; for no country can
conveniently march all its fighting men ; Achaiz
muft therefore have had many more than 30,000
citizens. To fuppofe it had not even 15,000, is
quite inconfiftent with the hiftory of a ftace,
confifting of fo many different cities, which have
been fo juftly celébrated for that heroic league into
which they entered in defence of their liberty and
independence. But what a poor defence could
they have made, if all their cities, even with the
addition of fome flaves, could not have raifed an
army of 15,000 men!

TuaT the Romans deftroyed Epirus, and fold

X 50,000
* Political difcourfes, p. 228, 229, |
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150,000 of the inhabitants for flaves, is attefted
by Livy*; but that thefe 150,000 were all the
inhabitants of Epirus+, which is neceffary for our
- author’s argument, is wholly improbable. How
fecretly foever the Romans gave orders to their ge-
neral Paulus Amilins to plunder Epirus, and to
difmantle its cities ; and whatever care he might
take to execute his orders with fecrecy, it can
fcarce be believed, that he could have catched the
whole people of Epirus. Multitudes of them muft
certainly have efcaped. Pazlus Amilius himfelf
was a good-natured man, and was greatly afflicted
on receiving fuch cruel ordersf.  If he plundered
the country of its filver and gold, if he difmantled
7o cities, if he made flaves of 150,000 perfons,
he furely did enough. Humanity, policy, the
impoflibility of catching every perfon, and the
madnefs of doingit, had it been poffible, mult have
fecured the efcape of many thoufands. - Neither
indeed is it probable, that the Romans could in-
tend to render Epirus entirely defolate. To what
purpofe ? "Tis far more probable, they meant only
to ftrike terror, and would perhaps fuffer by far
the greateflt number to efcape, who either remained
fecretly in the country, or foon returned to it af-
ter the Romans were gone.
It may appear furpnﬁng, and tend to give a
diminutivg
* Lib. 45. cap. 34.
+ Political d:i"cnurfes, p 228,
;'. Plutarch. in /Emil, g
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diminutive idea of antiquity,  that a city of fo et
tenfive commerce, and of fo great fame and fplen-
dor, as Rhbodes is well known to have been, thould
have contained only 6000 citizens.  *Tis true, as
our author has faid *, it contained no more when
it was befieged by Demetrins; only Diodsrus men-
tions 2 thoufand ftrangersbelidest: afmall number,
it muft be confefled, if there were really no more.
However, we imagine, a fatisfactory account may
be given of this matter, without dégrading anti-
quity, or rejecting the hypothefis in the differta-
tion (1.) It is not probable, that thefe 7000 who
defended Rhodes, made the whole number of its
citizens and ftrangers. For hiftory informs us,
that the firft thing the Rbodians did vpon this occa-
fion, was to get rid of all fuch perfons, as would be
either ufelefs or burdenfom during the fiege, Flence
(2.)we may conclude, that many of the richeft, fofteft,
and moft luxurious citizens, who had not fortitude
and ﬂ:rength of mind fufficient to make them un-
dergo the hardfhips of a fiege, would fly before it
began. Confider only what might be expected, if
a cify, fuch as London, inhabited by a wealthy and
luxurious people, well provided with thips and o-
ther conveniencies for tranfpurtilng themfelves, was
inreal danger of enduring a fiege. (3.) From hence
it is probable, that the %000 who remained in
Rbodes, were only the braveft and moft refolute
RS | i
" % Diod, Sic. lib. 2o, cap. 84,
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part of its citizens, who may be fuppofed to
have eafily difpenfed with the prefence of fuch,
as would have ferved only to confume provi-
fions, and to damp the fpirits of the reft ; would
perhaps have been perpetually affailing their ears
with pitiful cries to furrender; nay, might
have gone fo far, as out of mere cowardice
to have betrayed the city. Befides, they might
have this farther in view, effeCtually to fecure a
great part both of their citizens, and of their
riches, thatif the city happened to be taken, they
might be preferved from the violence of theenemy,
and be referved for bettertimes. (4.) But after all,
if thefe 7000 were in truth all the citizens and
ftrangers in Rhbodes, who were able to bear arms,
thus much muft at leaft be granted, that thatftate,
which in antient times was poffeffed of the empire
of the fea®, which enjoyed the moft extenfive com-
merce, and whofe nautical laws have been not on-
ly celebrated for their equity, but are even a
ftandard, and of great authority at this day, in all
controverfies relating to maritime affairs, feems
to have contained an inconfiderable fiumber  of ci-
tizens. ‘This, if it be true, greatly confirms the
hypothefis in the differtation, that the moft exten-
five commerce does not neceffarily produce fo ma-

ny people, asa careful and induftrious attention
to agriculture T,

- From
# Strabo, lib. 14.

T As manufatures were lefs numerous, navigation was
more
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From Rbodes we pafs to Italy.

As to thofe prodigious numbers which were en-
gaged at the battle at Siagre *, we apprehend,
that the authority of Diodorus Siculus and Strabo,
is fufficient to form a ftrong prefumption of the
very great populoufnefs, not only of Sybaris and
Croton, but alfo of all the fouthern parts of Italy,
till fome better reafon is produced for rejeting the
teftimonies of thefe authors, than the greatnefs of
the numbers afligned by them -

To defcend to a latter age, the forces which
Polybius afligns to the Romans and their allies, be-
tween the firft and feeond Punic wars, amounting
to more than 700,000 foot and 70,000 horfet,
fhew the great populoufnefs of [taly in that age.
Thefe were the fighting men of only a part of I-
taly|l. The account is taken from a kind of mu-
fter-roll, and has all marks of credibility. If it
may be depended on, we muft compute the inha-
bitants of [taly, who were of free condition, at 12

millions 3
more imperfe&, and commerce was lefs extenfive in antient
than in modern times; neither cities nor ftates could have
then flourithed fo much by their means alone, as feveral

have done, fince the attention of the world has turned fo
much on the improvement of trade and the encouragemeng
of manufattures.

# Differtation, p. 58.

4 Political difcourfes, p. 213,

% Balyb. lib, 2

|| Not above the third part, according to the political dif-

conrfe, Py 215 LY
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millions ; and reckoning thrice as many flaves, the
inhabitants of all forts will be found to be no fewer
than 48 millions : or, if the proportion of three
flaves to one free perfon fhall be thought too
high, confidering the fimplicity of the Romans in_
the more early ages ; by fuppofing them only two to
one, the inhabitants of Zzaly were 36 millions : and
as the bulk of Iraly is to that of England, asthreeto
two, Italy was thrice as populous as England. But,
fuppofing the flaves to have been even three to
one, and the number of all the inhabitants 48 mil-
lions, there will be an acre for every head ; which
is more than fome Roman confuls and dictators had
to mainrain their families, not very many years
before that time *.  This circumftance isa confir-
mation of the numbers marked by Polybius. '

Turs account given by Polybius, is confirmed
by the authority of Diodorus Siculus, who computes
the number of thefe forces at near a million.* For
though his enumeration varies from that of Poly-
bius+, yet it may be obferved, that  Disdorus
computes them in round numbers 3 that the varia-
tion is extremely fmall; and that they both agree
in afigning ‘numbers very great. And though
Disdorus plainly {uppofes, that Jialy was not fo
populous in his time, as befere “the fecond 'Punic
war, this circumftance can afford no fufpicion 2=
gaint either his own teftimony, or that of ‘Poly-

- o bits*,
* Diflertation, p. 118, 119, 3
+ Political difcourfes, p. 216,
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Bius*. For there is no abfurdity in fuppofing,
what both from hiftory and from the nature of
things appears to have been the cafe, that the
riumber of inhabitants in Z2ly was diminithed in
the time of Diodorus 3 fince the fecond Punic war,
and thofe civil wars which followed it and  brought
along with them fuch deftru@ion and dev:.f’catzcm
into Italy, are evident caufes of decay.

It is not neceffary to confider the extent or
buildings of the city of Rswe, concerning which
our author has made feveral curious obfervations .
For as the queftion is not concerring the inhabi-
tants who dwelt within the walls of Rome, but con-
ccrﬁing the whole number of the Reoman people, it
is of lefs confequence to inquire into the largenefs
of the city, or the extent of its walls at any particu-
lar period; whether it was largeft under the reign
of Auguflus, or before or afterwards; what was
the form of its houfes; whether they were high;
and the inhabitants lived in feparate ftories ; whe-
ther there was much empty ground within its pre-
cin&s ; whether it did not contain a greater num-
ber of inhabitants, of all forts and degrees, com-
prehending freemen and {laves, Romans, Italians,
and foreigners, under the emperors, than under
the commonwealth 3 what fort of Canaille thofe
200,000 were, who received corn by the public

Q. q - diltribution

# Political difcourfes, p. 216
+ P. 230, &¢.
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diftribution in Augufus’s time*. For whatever
may be faid in anfwer to thefe queftions, and what-
ever was the condition of the city of Rome, 1t ap-.
pears pretry evident, that Ifaly declined greatly in,
induftry and in numbers of pec:ple, after the efta-
blithment of the Romen empire.

SICILY is confefled by our author to hav&
flourithed greatly in antient times, and to have
been much decayed in the days of Augufus-+.
He feems indeed to imagine thofe acqﬂuhts;wlﬁch
are given of the numerous armies maintained by
the D omyffi, to be entirely fabulous and ﬁfl:itmus ;
becaufe Diodorus Siculus, as Mr Hume apprehendS,
allows, that, even in his time, the army of Dia-
ayfrus appeared incredible: and becaufe it feems-
impoffible that fo great an army could be main-
tained in a country of fo {mall extent, and of fo
little trade 1. But I have not been able to fall on
any paffage of Diodorus, in whxch he feems to en-
tertain the fmalleft doubt concerning the credibi-
lity of thefe accounts. On the contrary, I have
met with one, where he mentions the great armies
of Dionyfius the younger, with other numerous
armies of later times || 3 and from thence brings'
an argument in fupport of what he fays concern-
ing the great populoufnefs of more antient ‘ages.

: Beflides,

* Political dilcourfes, p. 234+

-t 210,
1 P. 217. 218.
| Diodor. Sic, lib. z. cap. g.
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Befides, ’tis well known that the Syracufians, and the
inhabitants of fome other cities which the Dionv/i:
had fubdued, employed themfelves ‘in ‘trade and
manufactures, not indeed according to the exren-
five plan of modern commerce, but according to
the maxims and circumftances of thefe times. So
that if we remember the great magazines of arms
and-other military engines, and the immenfe trea-
fures which were laid up by Dionyfius the elder,
and refleét on the great fertility of Sicily, we may
perceive how the Diomyfii were able to maintain {o
great armies. . Befides, Mr. Hume confefles *, that
theDionyfii lived ina moft enlightened age, and in
anifland with:which the Greeks were well acquaint-
ed ; and that the hiftory of Dionyfius the elder was
wricten by PAiljftus, who was not only a man of
great genius, ‘but minifter to that prince, and of
courfe ‘had good opportunity of knowing the true
fituation 'of his affairs. - Nay, he even confefles that
one would imagine, that every circumftance of the
life:and aétions of Divnyfius the elder mighe be re-
garded  as authentic and free from all fabulous
exaggeration: fo that, upon the whole, it feems
furprifing that he fhould be found fo doubtful of the
truth of a hiftory {fo well fupported. Can fuch au-
thentic accounts be irvalidated, merely becaufe
we have not a particular eftimate of the funds by
which the Dionyfii maintained their armies, or by
an infinuation that they arofe from the exaggera-

Hotoed

* P2y,
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ted flattery of the courtiers, or perhaps from
the vanity and policy of the tyrants themfelves ?
Such falfhood could never have remained undeteét-
ed, unlefs the Dionyfii had lived fo long that: the

memory of the facts had been quite forgotten.:
Accorpixg to the differtation, Gaul was more
populous before the days of Fulius Caefar than it
has been ever fince: but Mr. Hume inclines to
think, that it was not near {fo populous as France is
at prefent *.  In order to fupport his opinion, he
not only brings arguments from the antient con-
dition and circumftances of that country, butalfo
offers objections againft the computations of antient
authors. However, on an examination we fhall find,
that his remarks are not fufficiert to fupport:his
" hypothefis. (1), The Gauls were antiently much
more advanced in the arts of life than Mr, Hume
imagines them to have been, when he compares
_ them with their northern neighbours, 1 (I fuppofe
the Germans are here underftood) as is evident
from the exprefs teftimony both of Stabe and
Caefar, mentioned in the differtationt. (2). We
| have

2P, 240,

+ Ibid.
T P, 68. 69. 7¢,

I cannot find any paflage in Strabo, in which he uh.
ferves, '« That thoufﬂl all Gaul was cultl‘-rated it was not
- ¥ cultivated with any kill or care.’ The paﬂ‘age v,rhﬂ:h

{feems to have been in our author’s eye, is mterpreted too
~ unfavourably for the Gawls; for it does not relate fo the

"whole, but only to fome particular places of this cuuntt}',
fs may be ﬂ:ﬁn in the i ﬁ:mfmf, pag. 65\

o ©
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have no reafon to conclude, that the Gax/s were not
antiently much advanced in the arts of life, becaufe
they travelled into this ifland for their education
in the myfteries of the religion and philofophy of
the Druids *. From hence it appears only, that
the mode or tour of travelling in thofe days was
different from thar which is moft common at pre-
{fent ; that the Gau/ls had an high opinion of the anti-
quity, learning, and fanctity of our Britifh Druids 4
or at moft, that'they were fuperftitious or enthu-
fiaftic; for it is not faid that they travelled to
Britoin to learn the arts of life, but to learn
the myfteries of their religion. So that I appre-
hend we have as little reafon to conclude, that the
Gauls were not well advanced in the arts of life, as
we fhould have to infer, that the Britifhb were not
at prefent much advanced in them, becaufe they
travel abroad into other countries. On the con-
trary, this cuftom feems to be rather a proof of
the fuperior civility, politenefs, and improvements
of the people of this ifland above thofe of othep
nations. Indeed, we may well be allowed to fay,
that thefe other nations act unwifely in fhewing fo
little curiofity to vifit a people remarkable for theijr
wifdom, their learning, their genius, their fpirit,
their trade, their liberty, and the excellency of
their political conftitution ; and from mtercnurﬁ:
with whem good fenfe and found maxims are to
be learned, if any where in Europe.  But how can

the
& Political difcourfes, p. 249,
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the cuftom of traveiling be reckoned a mark of bar-
barity ? Further, if the antient Gauls are cpnc;ludcéi:.;
to have been but little advanced in the arts of life,
becaufe they were fo fuperftitious s, to travel into
Britain, in order to,acquire a perfect knowledge
of the mylteries of their religion; what mufl we
fay-of the prefent French, who, notwithftanding
their boafted politenefs and improvements, are
deeply tinctured with -a fuperftition of. the fame
kind, and are ftill fo foolith as to look for infalli-
bility in an_imaginary 'idol, framed by the weak-
nefs, pride, and ambition of manj; and to ima-
gipe, -lile the antient Gauls *, that this fovereigh
pﬂnﬁi", or arch Druid, the head 'of. their religion,
and.- the dernier- 7¢fort in all controverfies, isnotto
be found in their own country? (3). Ifit bea
ceptain fign, asundoubtedly itiis, that a nation is
cénﬁderably advanced 1n the artsof “life, swhen a
taftaofor contemplation and philofophy prevails;
we have good authority to conclude, that the Gauls
were ,curious inguirers into. ‘nature,’ that 'the'}f-
ftudied aftronomy, . 'were not ignorant of geogras:
phyy reafoned much: concerning thedivinity, and:
wer¢;perfuaded, that “the foul of/man didmot pe-
rifh at death : multa de fideribus, atoue eorum molity
Je mundi ac terrarum magnitudine, ‘deivergm natura,’
a4 Deorum immortalium vi ac potifiate 'difputant, et

;wmmzz a‘mrrfa‘fmf -{* Beﬁdes it appears emdently,
riand “that

2% Caef. de bell. Gall. lib. 6. cap. 13,
+ Cael, de bell Gall. lib. 6. cap. J4p5.
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that they were acquainted with the language of that
people, who had, firft of all the Europeans, cul-
tivated the arts and {ciences, had carried philofo-
phy to.fo furprifing an height, and had produced
fo many works of tafte, genius, and learning;
for it is altogether improbable to fuppofe, that the
Greek. language was not' underftood among a
people who ufed the Greek - letters in almoft all
their public and private affairs *. And ’dis
s improbable to fuppofe, that they could re-
main barbarous and unpolithed, when they muft
have had fuch opportunities of improvement, by
their acquaintance with the Greek authors. (4.)We
can hardly believe, that the Gauls were quite ig-
norant of the arts of life, when their chief deity
was Mercury, whom they believed to be the in-
ventor of everyart, and to prefide over trad:: and
merchandize .

Ir, as our author obfervest, equality of pro-
perty had no place among the Ganls, we may
remark, that a perfect equality had place no where;

for
* In caftris Helvetiorom tmulae repertae funt litteris Grae-

cis confetae.
Caef. de bell. Gall. lib. 1. cap. 2g,

Neque fas efle exiftimant, ea litteris mandare, quum in
reliquis fere rebus, publicis privatifque rationibus, Graecis:
utantuar litteris. Ibid. lib. 6. cap. 14.

+ Deum maxime Mercurium colunt: — hune ompium
inventorem artium ferunt :— hunc ad quaeflus pecunize mer-
caturafque habere vim maxlmam, arbitrantur.

g Ibid. cap. 17,
- . 250,
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for there were wealthy and eminent citizeng
in all the antient republics. Befides, equality of
fortune is butone circumftance; the populouf=
nefs of antient nations did not depend on it alone 5
and there were many other fources, from whence
vaft multitudes of people might be derived *.

Nertaer are the wars among  the Gauls+
a ftronger argument againft their populoufnefs,
than thefe in other antient nations L.

As to our author’s calculations concerning the
numbers of the inhabitants of Gax/, I pretend not
to find a perfet agreement between Appian’s ac-
count of the number of thofe whom Cae¢/ar en-
countered, killed, or took prifoners, and the ac-
count given either by Plutarch or by Paterculus |j:
or to anfwer for the confiftency of Appian’s tefti-
mony concerning the number of 400 nations or
tribes which inhabited that country, with what
Diodorus Siculus affirms concerning the numbers of
people, of which thefe Gallic nations confifted **,
Only we may obferve, that the teftimonies of all
thefe hiftorians agree, inafligning large numbers 1,

and

# Sce the differtation, p. 83, &e.

+ See political difcourfes, p. 250.

1 See appendix, p. 211, &c.

l| Political difcourfes, p. 216,

##% Ibid. p. 249. 250.

4+ According to Paterculus, (lib. 2). Caefor killed 400,000
of the enemy in his foreign wars. This number is much
lefs than that which is afligned either by Appian, Plutarch,

or Plinp. In pasticular Pliny mentions no fewer than undecies
A ;m};!m;
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and of courfe in fupporting the opinion concerning
the populoufnefs of Gau/; and that computing on
any reafonable fuppolition from the account of 4p-
pianand that of Diederus joined together, the inhabi-
tants of antient Gax/will be found not to have been
more than three or four times as numerous, as the
inhabitants of France at prefent; aproportion, which
feems to have obtained in feveral other nations¥*.
Acain, it is certain, that there were three

orders of men among the Gauls, viz. the Druids,
Rr the

centena et momaginta duwo millia bominum occifa practer civiles
widlorias. Lipfius, in his notes on the paflage in Paserculus
is {o confident that the number is greatly diminifhed in this
author, as to alk, “ can any one then doubt that pccc
¢ fhould be read inftead of ccce?”

See Difertation, p. 75. 76. Appian. in Celticis. Plin. nar.
biff lib. y. eap. 25. Fufl. Lip). ad Vell. Pater. .

* Since Appian relates, that there were 400 Gallic nations,
and Diodorus, thatthe greateft of thefe nations confifted of
200,000, and the lealt of 50,000; though we underftand
Diodorus to mean only the fighting men, we are not uﬁliged .
to cémpute all the inhabitants of Gax/ at much above 8o mil.
lions ; for perhaps very few of thefe nations contained ma-
ny above the {malleft number. And as we may compute 2o
millions in France at preflent, which is not equal in extent to
the antient Gaw/ ; even according to fuch an high computation,
it will not follow, that Gax/ was much more than thrice as po-
puiuus as France is at prefent ; which is not fuch an extrava-
gant fuppofition, as our author may imagine. However,
the 4ifféertation proceeds on a more moderate computation, and
ftates the inhabitants of Gazl at ouly about 4o millions, fince
’tis {carce probable, that Gau/was peopled in as great a pro-

portion as Greece, fialy, and fome other nations.
See Appian in Celticis, and Diedor, Sic, kb, 5. cap. 25.
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the Equites, and the Plebes. All thefe feem to
have been of free condition®. Now, if we com.
pute the fighting men of Belgium, as in the differ-
tation+, at half a million, and fuppofe, that there
was among the Ganlsanother order of men, who were
not inlifted in their armies, the whole inhabitants of
Gaul will be found to amount to 32 millions. But
Mr. Hume, by {uppofing, that the Ganl/s had no
domeftic

* TheDruids were confecrated tojthe fervice of religion, and,
befides, had a chief direttion in the management of civil affairs.
"The next order was that of the Equites, of whom Cagfar {ays,
That when occafion required, and any war broke out, O-
mnes in bello verfantur, lib, 6. cap. 15. 'The laft order was

that of the Plebes, who feem to have been of inferior rank,
tho’ they were of free condition. And fince in time of war,
all the Eguites took the field, on this account fewer of the
Plebes would be inlifted in their armies: fo that we may fup-
pofe, the great bulk of them would be left to labour the
ground, or work at other employments. Indeed, in the 4if
fertation, from a prefumption, that there muft have been
flaves among the Gauls, as well as among almoft all other
antient nations, we were led to imagine, that the Plefes were
no other than {laves, and of courfe, that they were never in-
Yilted in the Gallic armies. But,on a more accurate exami-
nation, we have found reafon to alter our opinion, and to
believe, that there were atually flaves among the Gawls ;
and that the Plebes, or the greatelt part of them, who are faid
to be paene fervorum in loco, were only thofe among the people,
who, though they were free, were of low condition ; like the
common people in Greece, Rome, and other countries. By
this fuppofition, the hypothefis in the difertation, is greatly
confirmed, and feveral paifages in Cae/ar are reconciled both
to it and to one another.

+ T .75
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domeftic flaves, makes their number amount on-
ly to 8 millions*. On this argument (1.) we
muft obferve, that the inftitution of {lavery was al-
moft univerfal in antient times, and that it ob-
tained 1n almoft every nation. In particular,
the Germans, the people neighbouring to Gawl,
according to Tacitust, had their flaves; a ftrong
prefumption, that there was a fimilar order of men
among the Gauls. (2.) It appears, that the Gaxuls
had domeftic flaves, from what Caefar informs us
was a common cuftom in Gan/, viz. that fuch as
were either loaded with debts, or burdened with
taxes, or opprefled by the injuries of the great,
ufed to fell themfelves for flaves to the mobiles 5.
(3:) But that the Gauls had domeftic flaves, ap-
" pears yet more evidently from another exprefs te-
ftimony of Caefar, where, {peaking of that trial
which Orgetorix was to undergo, for having con-
{pired againft the liberties of the Helveiii, he has
the following words: Die confistuta caufjae diftionis,
Orgetorix ad judicium omnem fuam familiam, ad ho-
sninum millia decem, undique coegit 5 et omues clientes,
obaceratofque [uos, quorum magnum numerum babebat, eo-
dem conduxit . Now, it may be remarked, that the
: word
k) BT B
+ De mor. Germ. cap. zo. z23.
T Plerique, quum aut aere alieno, aut magnitudine tribu-
torum, aut injuria potentiorum premuntur, fefein fervitutem

“dicant nobilibus, In hos eadem omnia funt jura, quae do-
minis in fervos. De bell. Gall, lib. 6. cap. 13.

| De bell. Gall, lib, 1. cap. 4
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word familiais,in its proper and original fignifica-
tion, ufed to exprefs a family of flaves, fubjeéted
to the authority of one paterfamilias® : at any rate it
muft be underftood fo inthis place. So that thefe
10,000 who accompanied Orgetorix, can' only be
underftood of flaves. (4.) If one man appears
to have had fo many,'we may conclude, that the ufe
of {laves was common among the Ganls, and that
almoft every free citizen had fome. (5.) Hence
it appears to be of little moment in this argument,
whether the Plebes were or were not inlifted in the
armies of the Gauls ; for they muft have had an
order of men, who, by parity of reafon, we
muft be allowed to fuppofe, were never admitted
into their armies, fince it was a conftant’' maxim
of antient policy, in almoit every nation,” neverto
inlift flaves, or to allow them the ufe of arms,
unlefs on the moft prefiing occafions. (6.) If the
Gauls had no domeflic flaves, ‘nor any order of
men inferior to the Plebesy and if the Pledes were
sdmitted indifcriminately into the armies inlifted
in Gaul; it follows, that its inhabitants muft
be reduced to a number, which is altogether
inconfiftent with the accounts of the beft hiftori
ans,

# This appears from Brifinins de werborum: fignifieatione

in woce familia; from £ e, £ de jurifdictione; from the
title dz AEdilirio edifto 3 from /. 1, § 16, and -feveral other
places of the title de wi ef de wi armata ; fromboth the ru-
bric and the laws of thetitle, §i familia furtum JSeciffe dice-

tur ;- from /. 195. . de werborum fi gﬂy&ﬁﬂﬂ#ﬁ, and ﬂ‘um
nﬂmhsrltfs other placca m tye Pﬂmr’rf.u i o
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ans, and with the circumitances of the Gallic ter-
ritory ; fof it was extenfive, fertile, and I may
add, well cultivated *. (7.) If we make the inhabi-
tants of Gaul amount only to fo fmall a number
as 8 millions, we are reduced to this abfurdity,
~ that Gaxl was not near {fo populous in proportion
as other antient nations, though it was pofiefied of
moft of thofe fources which rendered thofe other
nations populous.

THE preceedmg reaﬁ::-mng, I apprehend, is
decifive 5 and is alone fufficient to invalidate moft
of the objections moved by Mr. Husie againft the
populoufnefs of Gaxl. In particular, there is no
neceffity to fuppofe that thofe 100,000 men, whom
the Bellovaci, one cf the nations of Belgium, could
have brought into the ficld, were all noblemen .
For we grant that fome of the Pledes might have
been inlifted as well as the Eguites. On any fup-
pofition whatfoever, ’tis not neceffary to call them
all noblemen, fince Cagfar does not call them nobiles,
but armata millia centum 1 5 and the term nobiles can
be applied only to the more eminent and wealthy
of all the freemen, efpecially of the orders of the
Druids and Egquites. |

INDEED on this article it may be objeted, that
if the Bellovaci could have brought 100,000 men
into the field; and if the proportion of the flaves

to the free peri’nns is made the fame as that of 3
to
o Du’ﬁ:r:a;mp,_ p. 6g, 70. '
1 Political difcourfes, p. 2¢1.
§ De bell. Gall. lib. 2, cap. 4.
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to 1, it follows neceffarily, that the whole people
in the ftate of the Bellovaci muft have amounted
to 1,600,000; a number which is directly contrary
to that of Diodorus Siculus, who affirms that the
largeft of the Gallic nations confifted of only
200,000 men, &dpec; for at this rate we cannot
compute the whole people in any the largeft ftate
of Gaunl at more than 800,000, However, as ’tis
impoffible to determine precifely the pmpﬂrti;:m
between the freemen and the flaves, pmba.ble fup-
pofitions might be made to reconmlc EhE account
of Caefar with that of Diodorus,

Besipes the argument brought from the army
of the Bellovaci, Mr. Hume has brought another
from what Caefar relates concerning the Helverii,
in order to prove that Gax/ was not fo populous
as is commonly believed *, According to Caefar,
in the lifts which he found in the Helvetian camp,
the number of the Helvetii;, who had abandoned
their country, in order to conquer and take pof-
feffion of fome larger territory, was ftated at
263,000 T3 the fourth part of which, we may
fuppofe, was able to bear arms: from whence
M. Hume infers that their country was ill inhabi--
ted fince it contained fo fmall a number, though
it was 240 miles in length, and 180 in breadth.
But (1), fince we have proved, that the Gau/s

had

‘# Political difcourfes, p. 251.
4+ Debell. Gall. lib. 1. cap. z9. By fome uvarﬁghn;j,s

fated at 360,000 in‘the political difcourfe, p. 251,

-
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had domeftic flaves who were not enrolled, we fhall
find on a computation, that the whole Helvetii
might have amounted to about a million; no 1n-
confiderable number of inhabitants in a country
which feems to have been barren and mountainous.
(2). Since Orgetorix had a family of about 10,000
flaves, how vaftly numerous may we fuppofe the
Helvetian {laves to have been, and of courfe how po-

pulous the ftate idfelf! Indeed the multitude of
their people feemns to have been one principal caufe of
their defign to leave their country *. (3). Though
thefe 263,000 had been the real number of all the
Helvetii, we ought not to judge of the populoufnefs
of Gaxl from the number of thofe who lived in 2
part of it which was fo barren and mountainous,
that the inhabitants had formed a defign of aban-
doning itt. (4). A refolution fo uncommon as that
which the Helverii formed, to abandon their coun-
try, is ever attended with many frightful ideas of
its confequences, and is counteratted by that in-
dolence, that anxiety, thofe prejudices, and that af-
fection to a native foil, which are natural to moft
part of mankind. Hence we may well be allowed
to fuppofe that the whole nation of the Helves;
could not be brought to go upon fo hazardous an
expedition 3 that Caefar’s intelligence might have

been

* Fro multitudine autem hominum, et pro gloria belli
atque fortitudinis, angullos fe finis habere arbitrabantur.

- Caef. de bell, Gall, Iib, 1. cap. z.
7 Caef, de bell, Gall, lib, 1. cap, 2
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been not perfectly exact ; that therefore it was only
a powerful colony which had entered into this re-
{olution; that multitudes would chufe to remain
in their own country; in particular, that the Druids,
whe were wholly exempted from war, were con-
fecrated to the fervice of religion, were of {o great
influence, importance, and authority in Gaz/, and
feem to have been in fo good a way at home,
would not be hafty to fet out on fuch an adven-
ture, but would rather wait its iffue; and of courfe,
that we muft augment the number of the Helvetii,
by an increment equal to what we may reafonably
fuppofe to have been the number of the Druids,
and of thofe others who remained at home. If
this was the cafe, we may eafily fee, why the
number of the Helvetii, mentioned in the rolls,
was fo fmall. Thus thofe difficulties, which feem
to attend the accounts of hiftorians concerning
antient Gaul, are found not to be infuperable ;
though it muft be confefied, that they are the moft
puzzling which have occurred in our exarmination
of this queftion.

Qur author proceeds next to confider the popu-
loufnefs of Spain, and feems inclined to t_hinf{, |
thatit was not fo populous about 2000 years ago, as
it is at prefent; becaufe of the reftlefs, turbulent,
unfettled condition of its antieht inhabitants *. But
we have no reafon to believe, that the Spaniards

were of old more fierce and barbarous than many

* Polit. difcourfes, p. 251, 252, s
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other antient nations. Tis true; they are repre-
{ented in this manner by the Romen hiftorians,
who feem to have accounted every thing, but a fla-
vith fubjeétion to their empire, barbarity. ’Tis
thus that we find F#/fin concluding his 44th book.
Nec prius, perdomita provincia, jugum Hifpani acci-
pere potuerunt, quam Caefar Auguflus, perdomito or-
be, wiflricia ad eos arma tranflulit, populumque bar-
barum ac ferum, legibus ad cultiorem vitae wufum
tradullum, in formam provinciae redegit, So that
it is reafonable to think, that what was called by
the Romans fiercenefs, was only a zeal for liberty,
and a fpirit of independence; and that a tame
fubmiffion to the injuries, infults and oppreffion
of the Romans, was called cultior vitae ufus.

Trus much is certain from antient hiﬂﬂrj,r, that
Spain, like Iraly and Greece, was antiently di-
vided into a great many fmall and independent
ftates; and we have thewed, that what is repre-
{ented as barbarity, was not only not productive
of defolation, ‘but even contributed not a littlé to
the populoufnefs of the world. Now, what reafori
have we to imagine, that it could be produttive
of worfe confequences in Spaiu, than in other coun-
tries?

AccorpiNcgLY the Spaniardsare reprefented as
remarkably populous by antient authors; and in
particular by Cicere, in that paflage quoted by
Mr. Hume, in fupport of his hypothefis ; buc
which in reality makes againft it.  Quam volumus

- - Y licef,
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licet, P.C. ipfi nosamemus: tamen nec numero Hi-
fpanos, wnec robore Gallos, nec calliditate Poenos, nec
artibus Graecos, nec denique boc ipfo bujus gentis, ac
terrae domeftico nativoque fenfu Italos ipfos, ac Latines,
fed pictate, ac religione,— omnes genieis nationefque
Juperavimus*. Inftead of giving us a diminutive 1,
what an high idea does it give us of the populouf-
nefs of antient nations ? For fince it is almoft de-
monftrable, that Italy and Greece abounded with
multitudes of people, we may reafonably infer,
that the Spaniards furpaffed the Romans in num-
bers; and that Spain was as remarkable for a fu-
perior populoufnefs, as each of thefe nations for -
thofe particular qualities afcribed to them by Cicero.
And as it is undoubted, that the Gexls were re-
markable for their ftrength, the Cartbaginians for.
their cunning, and the Grecks for their knowledge
of the arts, what reafon have we to reject the te-
timony of Cicero in the other cafe, and to give no
credit to him, when he reprefents the Spaniards
as chiefly remarkable for populoufnefs t ?
MUSCOVY,

* De harufpicam refponfis orat. j3o.

4 Polit. difcourf. p. 252.

1 We may obferve, that Gaw/ was a country, as or
nearly as large as Spain, and that the Carthaginians were
mafters of very large dominions, According to Strake (/ib.
17.) at the beginning of the third Punic war, they were in
poffeflion of 300 cities in Libya ; and the city of Carthage
confifted of 700,000 inhabitants, when it was deftroyed by,
the Romans. From whgnce it appears, that Cicero is fpeaking

of
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MUSCO¥Y, Sweden and Dewmark are fo ill-
peopled at prefent, and fo little is known about
their antient ftate, that we have fcarce any realon
to believe, that they either were or could be much
worfe peopled of old, than they are at prefent *.
Poland perhaps is better peopled than either it was
in antient, or itcould be expected to be inour times,
confidering the badnefs of its government; both
becaufe tillage feems to have been antiently but
little known in thefe parts of Exrope, and becaufe
of the vaft fertility of its lands, whichat prefent
yield great crops, notwithitanding the many dif-
advantages under which it Iabours.

THe only country on the continent, of which
we can with any certainty affirm, that it is more
populous at prefent than it was antiently, i1s Ger-
many : for, belides that agriculture was very much
unknown among the old Germans, it is at prefent
divided into a great many little ftates and principa-
lities, a circumftance very favourable to its popu-
loufnefs ; for each of thefe ftates has its own capi-
tal, and in many cafes has only a fmall territory
furrounding it: by which means, not only the
lands around the capital, but even thofe which ly
at a greater diftance, are better cultivated and in-
habited, than they either were of old, or could be

of the comparative populoufuefs of Spain, and means to ai
fert, not only that the Spaniards were very numerous, bu
that they were at leaft as numerous as other nations, in pic-
portion to the extent of their country,

* Political difcourfes, p. 248,
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at prefent, if the whole empire was fubjefted to
the abfolute authority of a fingle perfon. How-
ever, there is no reafon to be fo precife as our au-
thor *; and to determine, that it has twenty times
more inhabitants than in antient times 3 for this
proportion feems truly to be very high.

MR. Hume hath not made any conjectures con-
cerning the numbers contained in Eg yptian Thebes,
Babylen and Nineveb, which he reckons too much
involved in the obfcurity of antient fables +. Thebes
has been confidered already 1. And though we
cannot affirm, that Babylon, one of the nobleft
cities which the fun ever beheld, was at any time
fully inhabited, or peopled in proportion to its
vaft extent; yet, from the ftrain, in which both the
{acred and profane authors of antiquity fpeak of it,
we have the greateft reafon to believe, that it con-
tained a vaft multitude of people.

Wz fhall finifh this furvey of antient nations,
with a calculation of the inhabitants of Nineveb.
1t will not be improper to conclude with it, fince
it is built on no lefs authority than that of facred
fcripture itfelf.

Accorping to the book of Fonab, there were
120,000 children in Niweveb, who could not dif-
cern between their right hand and their left hand |,

Now,

*P. 248,

+ P. 219

1 Differtation, p. 43. ,
| Jonah iv. 1.

-
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an,mmpﬁting accordingm the proportion, which
is, from the moft accurate obfervations, found to
be moft confiftent with cruth *, and reckﬁning
fuch as were too young to difcern between their
right hand and their left, to be all thofe who were
below two years of age compleat, the inhabitants
of Nineveb were 2,200,000 ; if they were all thofe
who were below three, the inhabitants of Nineveb
were more than 1% millions; if all below four,
above 1,100,000 if all below five, they were
more than goo,000. Thus populous was this ex-
ceeding great city T, the capital of the eaft, in times
of fuch remote antiquity..

Ir Mr. Hume had refle€ted on the vaft populouf-
nefs of Thebes, Nineveh, and {fome other antient ci-
ties, he could never have been at fo great a lofs
to underftand that paffage of Ariffotle §, where
the philofopher fays, that, ¢ a city cannot confift
¢ of {o few inhabitants as ten, or of fo many as
“ 100,000 |.” *Tis plain, that the meaning of
this paffage cannot be, what Mr. Hume feems to
apprehend, that there was no city in Ariffotle’s
time, which confifted of 100,000 inhabitants.

For

* Lowthorp’s abridgment of the philofophical tranfa&ions,

vel. 3. p. 671.

+ Jonah iii.. 3.

1 Political difcourfes, p. 240, 241.

I ‘Ovre 50 £t Jixe r:‘t'rﬂ',:mm;r }rﬂ-a:r' dy whnie wre ix di-
ne 'uu‘smopc:r ET1 TONIG 51,

= Arill, ethic, lib. g. cap. 10,
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For this great philofopher was too well acquainted
with the hiftory of mankind, and with the ftate of
the world in his own time, ever to embrace fo
falfe an opinion. He is not here treating of the
actual greatnefs of any city, that either had exifted
before, or was exifting in his time, but is {peaking
of the numbers, which a well-ordered and regulated
city ought to contain. The example of a city is
brought to illuftrate his dotrine concerning friend-
thip, which Ariffetle was of opinion could not be
enjoyed in the moft exalted manner, if one made
choice of too many friends, becaufe, in propor-
tion asthe number ofone’s friends is augmented, the
juft tone of the affection is deftroyed, and its force
too much weakened, by being divided among too
many objeéts, In the fame manner, a city can-
not be rightly governed, if it contain too many
inhabitants. This is the natural meaning of -
riffotle, and I apprehend, his opinion is founded
on good fenfe: for it feems plain, that a city
might not only be more eafily and better go-
verned, and anfwer all the purpolfes of civil affo-
ciation better ; but alfo, that its inhabitants would
be more virtuous and happy, if it confifted of a
{maller number than 100,000; and that cities
confifting of a million, or half a millien of inhabi-
tants, are expofed to many difadvantages on this
very account.

InpEED it may be faid, that this objection lies

as well againft antient as againﬂ: modern times.
Far
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For there were not only as great, but even much
greater cities of old, than are at prefent. But
we muft remember, that the bulk of the antients
were employed in cultivating the earth, and in
providing what may be called the neceflaries, ra-
ther than the delicacies of life. From whence it
neceflarily followed, that there was a vaft plenty,
and of courfe an almoft inconceivable cheapnefs of
every thing which was neceffary for the fubfiftence
of man.

Besipes, the bufinefs, in which the antients
were principally engaged, being fimple, it would
be long ere the tafte of fimplicity could entirely
give place to that of luxury. So that great cities
could not become deftructive to populoufnefs in
antient times, fo foon as they do at prefent. How-
ever, it mufl be confefled, that mankind being
aflociated together in vaft numbers, did even in
antient times at laft find out many inventions: and
that by thefe the world was depopulated. From
hence it appears, that modern cities and modern
times have more powerful fources of depopulation
within themfelves, becaufe of thofe numerous in-
ftruments of luxury, with which they are more a-
bundantly fupplied, than antient cities or antient
times. Sothat they muflt fooner feel their bad ef-
fects, becaufe the thoughts of their inhabitants are
continually turned on improving former inventions,
by finding out ftill newer and newer methods
of heightening the elegance, delicacy and luxy-

5
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ry of life.  All this is exactly agreeable to the truth
of hiftory, and to the progrefs of human affairs.
For great cities were firft eftablithed, and of courfe
luxury was firft invented and carried to a great
height in the eaft. So that there its bad effeéts
were firflt felt. By it a new tafte of life, a new
fet of manners, and an entirely new {yftem of con-
duct were introduced ; which ruined the eaftern
world. But, atthis time, there was little com-
munication between the eaft and the welt; and
while the Afiatics were wallowing in pleafure, a
fimple tafte prevailed in Ewxrope. However, no
fooner was a-communication laid open - by Alexan-
der and his fucceffors, but efpecially by the Ro-
gians, than a fimilar tafteof life; a fimilar fet of
manners, and a [imilar {yftem of conduét were
tranflated into the weft. Of courfe the weftern world
began immedjately to decline in numbers of people,
'There was a total annihilation of fimple manners,
The world was overwhelmed with a corrupted tafte,
and has never been able to repair its defolation. .
"T'1s a true, though a trite faying of an antient
fage; . Ne quid nimis. . For there feems to be fixed
in -nature a certain. boundary, and juft ftandard,
by which every thing eicheris, or ought to be li-
mited. Thus cities, by growing too large, be-
come deftruétive ; and empires, - by being. too
extenfive, become unweildy. Nay, the admira-
~ gion of wifdom and virtue themfelves, may grow

exceflive. 'We may be righteous over much, and
may

aow g
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may make ourfelves over wife. No wonder then,
that there fhould be a juit ftandard in elegance and
magpnificence, and that there fhould be a limit,
beyond which the purfuit of beauty in {enfible ob-
jects muft become pernicious.

In general, it muft be confeffed, that.a tafte of

beauty, and a defire of grandeur in cbjects of this
~ kind, muft have been highly advantageous at firft,
and muft have contributed greatly to render human
life agreeable and commodious.  But ’us difficult
to afcertain the proper boundary within which
it ought to be confined in theory ; ’tis much more
difficult not to tranfgrefs it in practice. Hap-
py thould we be! happy fhould be fociety! could
we find out and preferve that golden mediocrity,
which in a great meafure conftitutes the peace and
tranquillity of human life.

As this tafte is natural to mankind,we can hard-

ly fuppofe even the moft wild and moft unculti-
vated ftate, withoutfome fort of refinement: for

men can hardly be fuppofed to exift, and at the
fame time to have no more than what is abfolutely
neceffary for the fupport of life. Of courfe we can-
not go back to any age fo diftant, in which we
fhall not find fome traces of this kind.

However, if elegance comes fhort of the juft
ftandard, and is not as yet arrived at its proper ma-
turity, human life muft neceffarily be deprived of
the enjoyment of many conveniencies of which it is

e capable,
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capable, and the manners of mankind muft incline
towards fiercenefs and fuperftition. If carried no
farther than the juft limit, it produces a more
commodious method of living, gives rife to the
invention of many true refinements, heightens the
fplendor:and magnificence of fociety, tends to ren-
der mankind focial and humane, begets mildnefs
and moderation in the tempers and actions of men,
and helps to banifh ignorance and fuperftition out
of the world ; and thus far it contributes to the
perfection of human fociety. But fo foon as it
o’erleaps the proper limit, it introduces effemina-
cy and foftnefs among mankind, creates too keen
an appetite, as well as infpires too conftant a pur-
fuir, and excites to an exceflive enjoyment of fen-
fual pleafure 3 it enervates both the mind and the
body, makes men lefs fenfible of true glory, and
lefs defirous of true honour; it weakens their mar-
tial fpirit; it renders them lefs capable of pre-
ferving, or of defending the liberties of their coun-
try ; it excites an infatiable thirft of gold; and,
by infpiring a flavifh, dependent and venal difpo-
{ition, paves the way to much difhonefty, to de-
bauchery, to bribery, to corruption; nay even
to impiety. From whence, as it happened both
in Greece and Rome, the citizens being feduced by
ambitious leaders, prove the inftruments of fedi-
tion and of civil war, attended at laft with the ex-
tinction of virtue, the lofs of liberty, and univer-
fal ruin.

In
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Ix fhort, it infenfibly weakens the relith of in-
telleGtual and moral beauty ; it makes men lefs
concerned about their conduct in life, and fo they
may enjoy what is courted and purfued by the bulk
of a luxurious age, makes them more regardlefs
of preferving their integrity. It introduces num-
berlefs fuperfluities and wants, the fatisfattion of
which is preferred to the difcharge of the moft
important duties. It muft of courfe prevent mar-
riage, give check to the increafe of mankind, and
hinder millicns from ever feeing the light.

Fa-l =N, IS












