Enoch's translation: a funeral sermon upon the sudden death of Dr.
Nehemiah Grew, Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, who died March
25th, 1712, preach'd at Old Jewry / By John Shower.

Contributors

Shower, John, 1657-1715.
Royal College of Physicians of London.

Publication/Creation
London : Printed by J.R. for John Clark & E. Seadgel, 1712.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/j9s4fk9z

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/



















A

Funeral Sernonf

Upon the Supp EN DraTH

o

Dr. NEHEMIAH GREW,@

‘Fellow of the College of Phyficians. 3
Who died MARCH 25th, 1712,

Preach’d at OL D-FEW ' RY.

TETEET T

& ——————

By Zobn Sbaza;;r. |

LONDO N: &

Printed by 7. R. for Fobn Clark, at the Bible and &
Crown in the 0/d Change ; and may alfo be had fE
of Eb. Seadgel , at the Tea-Canifter in Bartho- g8
lomew-Clofe. 1712 (Price 24.) = K&







I O

Sn‘ Richard Blackmore, K.

siap

W W 4ving fuch an Occafion given me in the
H'~ following Sermon to mention Tour Name,
< =5 that without Rudenefs and Ingratitude, T
could not pafs it over, as One of the Four Kind
Phyficians, who attended me Six Tears a 0, in a
long and dangerous Fever, I was Jer.frm.j#ﬁﬂn. ur-
ther Reflection to addrefs this Difcourfe to Tou;. ot
being willing to deny my[elf the Pleafure, of making
this Publick Acknowledgment- of That, and many
other Tnftances of Tour generous and ufeful Friend-
Jhip thro a Series of many Years, as well Abroad,

as at Home,
Nor can I decline this Opportunity of joyning with

- Multitudes in City and Country, to give Tou Thanks,
- @ well for Your late Excellent Poem, intituld
~ CREATION, in Defence ;f the Honour of our
Almighty Maker, and Vindication of his moft
Wile Providence, as for Tour other Endeavours to
promote the Good and Happinefs of Mankind ; by
exerting your Talents to ferve the Intereff of Per-
i ' fue







Gex. V. 240

" ENOCH walked with God, and be was not,
for God took him.

MONG the great Numbér of our Friends
and Acquaintance remov’d by Death to
a State of Immiortality, Some, to their
Honour be it acknowledg’d; were more
fignificant , and of greater Importance than the
reft : Perfons diftinguifh’d by greater Accomplifh-
ments , brighter Virtues , and more extenfive Ufe-
fulnefs. The Lofs of thefe, who can fo ill be fpa-
red , fhould be accompanied with greater Expreffi-
ons of our Sorrow ; but as it is GOD, the Abfo-
lute Lord and Difpofer of all Things, who takes
‘em from us, fo they themfelves are abundantl
pleas’d with the Change ; refle¢ting on the Evils
they have efcap'd,, and the Happinefs they at pre-
{fent enjoy , the Perfeétion whereof they look for
when the whole Family of God fhall be collecte
at the Laft Day.
*Tis the Expe&ation of the like Happy Change
- that is our chief Support ; when we confider, that
in a fhort time we fhall cerrainly follow our De-
parted Friends , be deliver’d from thefe Prifons of
Clay, and this Vale of Tears, and at laft make a
Part of the Univerfal Affembly of the Saints, in
Unfpeakable Glory. Without the Affiftance of
this Faich and Hope, with what {ad Hearts and de-

jected Countenances, fhould we look upon the
B Graves






A Funeral Sermon. 3

Firft, As concerning this Patriarch, and the others
who liv'd before the Flood, the Hiftory is very fhort:
For the Time of Sixteen Hundred Years, and up-
wards, the whole is contain’d in three or four Pages
of the Sacred Writings. The Scripture-Account
of the Defcendants from Adam is confirm’d by He-
vodotns , from the Tradition of the Egyptian Priefts,
who fpeak of the Eight Defcendants trom Cain, the
~ Eldeft Son of Adam; and Twelve of the Line of

Seth, his Youngeft Son, unto the laft named of the
Line of Fapbet, who was the Eldeft Son of Noab.
Ttris is agreeable to the Account in Genefis, which
our Deceafed Friend hath obferved *.

The long Lives of the Patriarchs God appointed
with great Wifdom and Kindnefs, for the {peedier,
and more plentiful Increafe of Mankind, and for
the more effecual Propagation of True Religion,
and other Ufeful Knowledge in the World : And
many Natural Reafons may be given, why they
liv'd longer before the Flood than after.

It may not be overlook’d, what a Difference there
is in what is faid of the Line and Defcendants of
Cain, from that of Seth, and his Pofterity, in whofe
Line the Promifed Seed was to come. The Spirit
of God by Mofes carries the Genealogy of Cain but
a very little way ; and doth not fgay how many
Years they liv’d, or when they dy’d: And what
need of it ? fince they were all to perifh with the
Flood. Whereas the Account of the Defcendants
from Seth, in the Holy Line, is nrore particular, how
many Years they livd, and when they dy’d: tho’

% See his Learned Account of the Univerfe, as the Kingdom
and Creature of GOD, Cofmologia Sacra, B.1V. Chap. 2. Seél. 8, g.
He hath alfo given usthe Sum of what can be faid, or need be faid,
- gpncerning the Long Lives of the Patriarchs, Chap, IV. §¢&. 6.
| B2 oo 1A the
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There is One thing more concerning Enoch taken
notice of by the Apoftle Fude ; thar He was the
Seventh from Adam, to diftinguifh Him from another
of that Name, who defcended from Cain, who built
the firft City after the Name of his Son Enoch, and
He was the Third from Adam. The Apoftle fpeaks
of the Propbecy of Emoch; for befides His being a
‘Preacher of Righteoufnefs, and a Reprover of Sin,
as Noah was ;3 He is thought to have foretold the
Deluge of the Old World by the Name which He
gave His Son Methufelah, which fignifies He dieth, and
the Dart, or Arrow of God’s Vengeance cometh; or He dies,
and the [ending forth of the Waters cometh, And as {oon
as He dy’d, the Flood did come. He foretold the
End of the World, and the Second Coming of Chrift.
Tho’ We need not imagine there was any {uch Pro-
phecy of Enoch left in Writing; for Mofes is reckon’d
by our Saviour to be the Firf# of the Ancient Pro-
phets who deliver’d any Part of Holy Scripture by

nfpiration : But ’tis here recited by an infpir'd Wri-
ter, the Apoftle Fude. The Subje& was fuited to
His Purpofe, who had to deal with fuch Scoffers,wha
derided any fuch Do&rine. 'Tis probable from this
Prophecy, that in Enoch’s time the Pofterity of Serh
expected a future Judgment ; and believed the Pro-
mife of a Mefliah to come : Blefled be God, our
Light about this Matter, is much clearer than theirs
could be.

IT. 1 proceed to the Chara&er here given of
Him, that He walked with God, i.e. had a great Senfe
of God’s Power, Prefence, Wifdom, Goodnefs, and
other Perfections. This did influence and govern
His Converfation in the World. To walk with God,
is 2 comprehenfive Expreffion of Serious Godlinefs.
In other Places we read of Walking before God, and
after God, following Him fally ; or fulfilling after Him,
Ao . iy A as
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quently with Him, and pour out our Hearts before
Him in Praife and Prayer, with the moft humble
Reverence. That we be careful in all Things to
pleafe Him ; Ambitious to approve our Selves in his
Sight ; Avoiding whatfoever we may fear would
difpleafe or difhonour Him: That we offer Him
our Thanks and Praifes continually ; afcribing Glo-
ry to Him for all His Perfections and Providences 3
for all His Benefits and Favours: That we Rejoice
in the Lord, and ferve Him chearfully : That we
obferve the Difcoveries He makes of Himfelf, in His
Word, or Works, in the Government of the World ;
and in Our Redemption by His Son: That we
pra&ically acknowledge God in every thing, ‘endea-
vouring to keep in His Fear all the Day long ; and
have our Converfation in Heaven : Faithfully to do
our Duty, and be fatisfy’d with doing ir, whatever
~ be the Event; not regarding the Cenfures or Con-
demnation of Men, while God is not difpleas’d. In
fhort; To Walk with God, is to endeavcur to be
Holy, as He is Holy. In our whole Courfe to be
conform’d to His Holy Image, Pattern, and Precept,
All People will walk in the Name of Their God, and we
awill walk in the Name of Our God for Ever, and for
Ewer, Mic.1v. §.

Now becaufe Other Patriarchs before Enoch were
Good Men, and Walked with God ; thac this Cha-
rader is given to Him firff, and not to any of his
Predeceflors, muft fuppofe' fome Eminence, Im-
provement, and Perfeétion in his Piety, above the
Common Rate ; that He excell'd other Good Men:
Which is evident, in part, by the Difcouragements
He was under, from the Corruption and Degene-
racy of that Age ; And partly by the Singularity of
the Reward given Him. Which is the next Thing
to be confider’d.

- Thirdly, The Glorious Reward of His Walking with ¢
Gﬂ'di -1
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God. He was noty for God took Him. He was no -
longer in Our World ; He was Tranflated, that He
- might not fee Death. He was not to be found here :

Wor did He die, but was taken up alive into Heaven;
‘probably, in a Vifible Manner, by the Miniftration
of Angels, like the Prophet Eliazs. 'They were both
exempted from the Common Way of Reaching the
Happinefs of the Other World. ‘This Chapter is
called the Book of the Generation of Adam, giving
us an Account of the_Genea!oﬁy, Defcent, Lives
and Dedchs of the Old Patriarchs. The laft Word
{poken of Adam, is, That Hedy’d ; and fo of Seth,
and the reft : But of Enoch, Heswas not, God took him,
{o as not to fee Death. His Body, doubtlefs, fuffer’d
many Changes, equivalent to Dying, (fuch as they
muft ‘undergo who fhall be found alive at the Se-
cond Coming of Chrift) that He might be fitted for
that Region He was to pafs into, and fuited to thofe,
through which He muft pafs. God rook Him, Body
" and Soul, into the Heavenly Paradife, to partake of
{uch a State of Happinefs, as was allotted for the
Faithful, before the Afcerifion of Chrift into Hea-
ven. The Ordinary Way of getting thither, is by
the Separation of Soul and Body : by the parting of
Flefh and Spirit; But God hath not limited and
bound Himfelf up, and was able to {erve great Pur-
pofes for His own Glory by fuch a Tranflation :
Which leads me to the ,

Fourth Thing propos'd (wiz.) to make fome brief
Reflections on this Example.

Firft, How wonderful is the Wifdom and Con-
defcenfion of God, that foon after the Death of our
Firft Parent Adam,appointed this Tranflation of Enoch?
Bg'- the One He gave an Inftance of Mortality; an
of Immoreality by the Ocher. About Eight Patri-
archs were living when Adam died ; and no lefs than
Seven furviving, to be Witnefles of Enech’s Tranfla~

tion.
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demn the World by their Faith and Obedience, fhall
be own’d and rewarded with Special Tokens of Di-

vine Favour. Ewnoch and Noah, and Lot; and Caleb,

and Fofhua, and Elias, and others, are Witnefles, and
- Inftances of this. _

Daniel was another Inftance of God’s rewarding
Faichfulne(s in the Worft of Times. He would not
forbear to pray to God for Thirty Days, ac the Com-
mand of the King Darizs, though he were to be
thrown into the Den of Lions. Whereas he that
will quit his Principles, and change his Pradtice in
Religion, to preferve any Worldly Advanctages, will
deferve the Charaéter of the Prince of Tyrus, Bebold
Thou art wifer than Daniel, FEzek. x}wilf. 3. God

~grant that we may not be call’'d to fuch an Hour of
Temptation, where Life muft be abandon’d, if we
will be faichful. But if we cannot ftand our E}round
_in lefler Trials, how can it be expeéed, we fhould
_in greater 2 1f the Footmen tire us, how fhall we
_contend with Horfes ? If we are ready to fink, and
_fear drowning, when the Water is no higher than
the Ancles or Knees ; what fhould we do if it were
up to the Neck ? If in the Land of Peace, swherein thou
truftedft, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do, in the

(welling of Fordan? Jer. xiJ. . -
Sixthly, Since the Apoftle afcribes this Plety of
_Enoch, and his Reward, unto his Faith, let us obferve
the Excellency of that Grace : Faith in the Being
of a God, and that He is 2 Rewarder of them that
diligently {eek Him ; Faith in the Promifed Meffiah ;
.andg Faitﬁ in a World to come, and a future Judg-
ment : This Faith is the Spring of all our Religion 3
‘Our whole Converfation muft be under the Conduét
_of that Principle : We muft walk by Faith, and not
by Sight, The Life we live in this Fleth, muft be
by the Faith of the Son of God. A Belief of God’s Pre-
fence, and Power, and Providence, with right Ap-
il o prehenfions
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other : An uncommon Skill therefore in both, muft
needs advance a Man’s Charaéer : Where the Know-
ledge of Philofophy, Mathematicks, and Medi-
cine, are join’d with that of Theology. One who
was a very good Judge of Men and Books, has.
publifi’d feveral Years ago, that this was true of
our Deceafed Doéor ; I mean the Reverend and
Tearned Mr. Howe, (a) who fpeaks of the Phyfici-
an’s Calling, as concern’d about the Lives and Bo-
dies of Men ; and how near it is to that of a Mini-
fter, concern’d about their Souls. ’Tis eafy, fays
he, to ftep from the Affairs of one, to thofe of the
other : as we fee exemplify’d in Dr.Grew, (&) whofe
moft Ufleful and Elaborate Works may not only oc-
cafion us to confider Theology, as every one’s Bufi-
nefs 3 or the Calling of a Divine, asin fome Re-
fpe@s tranfcendental, and running thro® every
Man’s Calling ; but that of a Phyfician, as more
nearly ally’d to it, thanany other: Many Excel-
lent Speculations being common to both ; and, as
thofe Works fhow, of great Importance to both. In -
which Performance (¢), that Accurate Writer doth
notindeed preach to theVulgar, but inftruéPreachers,
in doing that whereby he may contribute to the ma-
king of many good Preachers, not only now, but in
future Time.

Blefled be God, we have more Inftances than
thefe Two, to convince the World, that Religio Me-
dici is not a Note of Ignominy and Reproach ; and
thatfgl Beloved Phyfician gn the beft Account, was

(s) In an 4ppendi= to his Sermon on the Death of DI;. Hemry

§amp[on.

(4) A Near Relation of Dr. Sampfon’s.

{s) Viz. Cofmologia Sacra, Fol.
not
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T

* He had this Evidence that he walked with God,
tha: he endeavour’d to live in his Fear all the day
‘long 3 and therefore did not trifie away his Time,
‘but employ'd every Hour to fome valuable Purpofe.
‘They who knew him beft , have often faid, that
they believ’d he has the leaft mifpent Time to an-
{wer for, of any they ever obferved : The Fruit of
which Diligence was very confiderable, in his Im-
provement and Proficiency in all Sorts of Learn-
ing.
gHe advanc’d and enlarg’d the Powers and Capa-
cities of his Soul, by his Growth in Knowledge
and Virtue , raifing them to the Nobleft Objedts,
with Generous Views, and Defigns of being ufeful
to Mankind ; that the World might be the better
and wifer , eafier and happier for his Endeavours,
both now and hereafter. By which Acttempts, he
has deferv’d very highly of the Age wherein he
1iv’d, which he both improv’d and adorn’d.
With the Knowledge of the Hiftory of Paft
Times , he made many Obfervations on Art and
Nature. He was no Stranger to the feverer Studies ;
as the more laborious and lefs pleafant one of Ian-
guages ; that he might know the Senfe of former
Ages, and efpecially the true Meaning of the Holy
Seriptures, in their Original Languages, he follow-
ed the Study of the Hebreaw with fo much Care, and
to fo good Purpofe, that few Divines have ever made
fuch Proficiency in the Knowledge of the Sacred
Scripture-Language. 3 |
He was alfo acquainted with the Theories of the
Heavenly Bodies, skill’d in Mechanicks, and Ma-
thematicks, the Proportions of Lines and Numbers ;
and the Compofition and Mixture of Bodies, par-
ticularly of the Human Body. To his Skill in Ana-
tomy and Medicine, 1 mightadd the Knowledge of
' AL WD Plants
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the Means of Approaching the Divine Prefence -
Endeavouring {o to order his Affairs, as to be {el-
dom abfent, except for Works of Neceflity and Met-
cy : which muft excufe many of his Profeffion.
With what Humility would he attend the plaineft
Miniftrations , fuited to a2 Numerous Auditory ?
Tho’ he knew much more' than the Preacher, he
was one of the moft Candid Hearers ; making all
needful Allowances, where he apprehended a Seri-
ous Defign of doing good. He knew God loveth the
Gates of Sion, more than all the Dawellings of Ferufalens :
and expected, and I hope found, the Divine Pre-
fence and Blefling in the Chriftian Aflemblies on
the Lord’s-Day, more than he could hope for at
Home, in the beft Library among the Works of
the Learned. I remember, when I have endea-
vourd to fpeak with the utmoft Plainnefs, to the
Poor and Ignorant, the Do&or was {o far from dif>
liking it, that he us'd to {ay, There awas bur One Way
- 10 Heawen for the Learned and the Unlearned + And if
I approv’d my {elf to the Conftiences of Men, as
in the Sight of God, recommending the Plain, Ne-
ceflary, Truths, and Duties of Chriftian Religion,
the Beft Scholar in the Affembly might have good
impreflions by it, as well as the meaneft Perfon
that ftood in the Ifle. With what Devotion and Af-
fection was he wont to join in our Prayers and Prai-
fes ; andatthe Table of the Lord, to fhew forth
his Death, as he did the laft Month > Now he di(®
appears, for God bath taken him ; and his Place here,
and in his own Houfe, fhall know him no more.

- Shall we not lament, and ‘lay to Heart fuch.
Breaches? and /o many , following one another 3
confidering what is loft o this World by the Deaths
of fuch Valuable Perfons 2 When the Number of
{uch, as walk with God , decreafes apace ; when
the Godly Man ceafes, and the Eaithful fg'i from amoug
Lol T ' 2 f:!":ﬂ
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the _C-biia’rer; of Men, we tnay1 cry out wfth the Pfa.l--

mift, Help, Lord ! Efpecially when this is joyn’d with

a Vifible decay of ferious, practical Religion in Per-

fons and Families, who have long profefs’d ic: And
when accompany’d with a Malignant, Bitter Spirit

againft us, daily increafing among the Profane;

and when even our Brethren, our Mother’s Children,
are angry with us, and reproach, and defpife, if not
hate us, becaufe we do not come within their In-
clofure. y
You know, the Way which he preferr'd,; and
wherein he chofe to worfhip God ; and yet with-
out Cenfure and Contempt of others, in whom
there was any Evidence of real Godlinefs, and Di-
vine Principles. He valu’d the Subftantials of pure
Chriftianity, wherein All agree, without layinga
mighty Strefs o Leffer Matters of Humane Addition
and Impofition. ~ And if ever God defigns to give
Flourifhing Days on Earth to the Chriftian Church,
wone would think, it muft be by reviving a Spirit of
Serious Piety and Practical Religion:. And when-
ever that comes to be moft we/w’d, and to be diffin-
guifhing, nothing will be made a Teft and Boundary
to Chriftian Communion, but what is’ founded ot
lain Reafon, or exprels Revelation ; nothin bl;.}
ﬁrhaf is neceflary to make a Man a good' Chriftian,
render him acceptable to God, and carry him fafe
to the Heavenly Cansan 3 Tho’ now the Worfhip of
Gad among us Diffenters, is made a Matter of Re-

proach,aind we are a Se& every-where fpoken againft;

et the Caufe is not the worfe, nor any whit more
diftant from Truth, by reafon of the Ignominy, Dan-
ger, or Lofs. that fometimes may atrend it. |
*Tis certain, the %uuring out of the Divine Spi-
rit, can redify all that is amifs among Proteftant
Chriftians. How far we may be from fuch a Day,
we kpow not. A farther Death is expedied bjﬁg%jma
1 vy ‘ ek Trc
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before a Refurredion ; and if the Spiric of Chrift
do not a_cc*.ompan}'{the Gofpel-Miniftrations, to the.
Converfion and Regeneration of Young Peopie,
who may rife up in the room of their Fathers,
* Things muft inevitably grow worfe: As if Deaths
and Burials in your Weekly Bills of Mortality,
fhould from Time to Time exceed that of Births,
and other Acceflions to the City; I need not fay,
what that tends to, or what will be the Confe-
quence.
But without looking forward to what may be
* hereafter, let us do all the Good we can while we.
live. Let us be willing to live, or die, as may be,
moft for the Glory of God : Willing to live, if we
may ferve Him longer upon Earth ; or be ready and
willing to die, if He fignify his Mind that He de-
figns our Removal. Ler us not be afraid to drop.
this Flefh, and pafls through Death to the Heavenly
Manfions, but endeavour that our Minds be recon-
cil'd to it. We are apt to think it 2 moft glorious
and defirable Thing, to be tranflated as Enoch and
Elias ; to obtain Eternal Life withont going through
the dark Valley of the Shadow of Death’; but re-
member thereby we efcape out of fuch a horrid
Gulph of Sin and Mifery, that we fhould no more
regret to. leave the Body in the Daft, than a Man
drowning in a Whirl-pool, thould be loth to accept
a kind Offer of Help to fave him, unlefs you could
". fave with him an old and worthlefs Garment which
he wears about him. To be in the Body, or without it,
{eem’d a little Thing with the great Apoftle: hard-
ty_worth his minding, when his Soul was blefs’d
with the Vifion and Fruition of God ; being car-
1y’d up into the Third Heavens. He declares he
knew not, whether he was in the Body, or out of it.
He was fo taken up with what he faw, and heard,
and enjoy’d, that he regarded not the Body. 1If we
W2 b ... have



















