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BRITISH SENATE,

O R,

GREAT COUNCIL or T NATION.

PATRES CONSCRIPTI,

I NTEREST Reipublice, cognofci Malos, faid
once the Prince of Orators before a moft auguft
affembly. To you, therefore, RESPECTABLE
BRITISH SENATORS, give me leave to
addrefs it again, in this very critical juncture:
when wolves, cloathed in the habit of lambs,
come, with a faint voice, to proftrate themfelves
at your feet,” and f{upplicate the fanftion of
YouR authority, to extend ftill more privileges,
already too large, and fatisfy, the better, that infa-
tiable thirft after rit:h;s which confumes them,

b It
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It was the opinion of the juftly celebrated
Chancellor Bacow, that fure guide of every in-
quirer into NATURAL PurLosopHy, that Mepi-
CINE was but a branch of it, and could not be
improved until its imperfeétions were pointed out.
And, how will, how caw, its very well known,
and much complained of, prefent imperfeét ftate,
ever be pointed out, if that ArT be fettered, if it
.muft be confined to a certain fet of particular peo-
ple who, pleafing to call themf{elves by the name of
regular-bred to it, would like to engrofs to them-
{elves alone, and exclufively of any one elfe befides,
the free exercife of it; who would fain attempt to
colour, with the moft infamous denominations,
any fair and candid inquirer into the merits and
virtues of the drugs which compofe the materia
medica; while he is trying, for the fake of im-
provements, the inexhauftible modes of their com-
binatiﬁns, and the innumerable advantages which
may refult from a juff, and judicious application
of them, in certain cafes? Can it be expected that
thofe fo opulent pratitioners, already drowned in
profufion, voluptuoufnefs, pleafure and luxury, will
exert their thickened and congealed imagination in
the improving of an ART, the very defects, and
imperfe&ions of which, alone conftitute that un-
farthomable golden mine whence they draw all

their
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their wealth; and which, to increafe fill more,
they make it a point to excrcife fill more imper=
fectly than it really is.  CONTRARIIS CONTRARIA
CURANTUR is an axiom approved by experience,
and undeniable by reafon. To rheold, rich, and
wealthy tradefman, grown lazy and indolent, by
an exuberant plenty, was not a young, induf-
trious, man, oppofed, what would become of trade,
commerce and merchandifing? ERROR and TruTH
always ftand on the fame line, and by the fide of
each other, From the difcovery of the former, man
is infenfibly, and gradually, led to the enjoyment of
the latter, Therefore, far from its being expedient
as fome would infinuate, to confine the number
of thofe who are engaged, at one and the fame
time, in the inquiry and purfuit of a defirable ob-
jed, it is evident that, the greater the number is,
the fooner may the difcovery, or attainment, of
that object be expected. Had the purfuit of Ma.
THREMATICS, GEOMETRY, MEcHANICS, NaTu-
RAL PHiLosorny, and other branches of ufeful
knowledge, been, as the Art of Puvsic, pro-
ductive of any daily pecuniary emolument, at the
time of the purfuit and exercife, to their purfuers
and exercifers, and had it been, at the fame time,
confined, in every age and every country, to a
few felet individuals, how far thould we be now

b 2 from
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from that light by which we are illuminated, and,
to which we ftand {o much indebted for the many
ufeful difcoveries which contritute fo largely, and

in fo many relpeds, to our prefent happinefs and
fatisfadtion ? |

Now, what are all thefe without HEALTH 2
How can HEALTH, confidering our prefent moft
erroneous way of living, fo different from former
ages, bepreferved, continued, or, recovered with-
out Mepieive? And how, by preference to any
other art, can Mepicing, the moft interefting
and the moft intricate of any, be faid, at this pre-
fent time, to be brought to its perigee ?=—Itis not,
—If not; inftead of fettering it more than it ale
ready is ; inftead of confining the number of the en-
quirers after it ; it behoves then the LEGISLATURE
to fuffer, to orRDER it to be FREE and OPEN,
for the benefit of fociety, to every ingenious ens
quirer, And, THEY may even think it again 3
very happy cafe that, without being at the trouble
of finding, as in other branches of learning, proper
rewards to excite thofe purfuers, increafe their num-
ber, and encourage their fteadinefs and perfeverance
in fuch inquiries, the success fhould carry thofe
very rewards in itfelf ; and the hopes only of en-
joying one day a return, prapartinnable and ade-

quate
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quate to the utility of 'their difcoveries, fhould
“fupport them in, and through, their labours; as ex-
perience fhews that, by the unfortunate lot of
man, that return never did yet, nor eyer will, fail
to prove, indeed, fully fufficient to repay largely
fuch difcoverers of NEw EFF1cAcious MEDICINES
~for their time, trouble and expences,

It is too well known to the generality of indi-
‘viduals, too perfectly averred, too unqueftionably
“authenticated, that thofe very fame people'who are
“underftood and clafled under the denomination of
“the FAcuLTY, impelled and ftimulated by their fel+
filh and interefted views, never fail, wherever
“there is any appearance of 'lucre and profit to be
“drawn, to fend an innumerable quantity of ufelefs,
‘and, ‘as' they pleafe to confider and term them,
“harmléfs medicines to their patients, the dangerous
~effect of which is that, after having thus trifled and
fported with their 'fellow-fubje&ts® lives, for the
fake of thofe pecuniary and mercenary emoluments
they withed to derive from their credulity, they
have often fixed and rivetted a light complaint, and
metamorphofed it into a moft hazardous and dange-
rous cafe, which it is not in the power of the molft
fkilful AscuLarivus, afterwards, to eradicate; and
hich, after the moft lingering pains, the moft

& eXCril-
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excruciating torments, terminates, at laft, in the
death of the patient. While, a timely applicatior
of one fingle, and no expenfive, medicine migh
have removed the caufe of the complaint, and pre!
ferved an ufeful member to the community.

SUCH, MUCH RESPECTABLE SENATORS, isi
however, and every individual among you knows
ity if you do not, if vyou caxwoT, colle&ively
know it as a body, fuch is the charater o4
" thofe men who, not yet content with the da{::-
gerous and extenfive power already too incautii
oufly vefted in their hands, and which gives them
the fatal opportunity of facrificing, at pleafure:
« His Majesty’s faithful fubjects to their infa.
tiable avarice, their greedinefs and covetoufnefs, are
now plotting an application to this MosT AvGusT
AssEMBLY, in order to obtain, by furrepticious
arguments and captious mifreprefentations, a fur-
ther extent of their already too large privileges ;
and a greater reftrition of the fole and only means,
now extant, which, narrow as they are, can put,
however, fome fort of a check to the ravage of
their uncontroled devaftations, and their unlaw-
ful practices,

Tc
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To my firft text, therefore, 1LLusTRIOUS SE-
NATORS, I return, and infift that it is highly
the intereft of this free, powerful and populous
Nation, that the wickep who difturb her bofom,
who are daily nibbling her heart, fhould be known,
and amened before this ™MosT Awerur TRi-
BUNAL, to an{wer for their deeds and receive the
fentence due to their deferts. Let the fummons
be given; and we fhall fee which, of the two
contending parties, will be the readieft to obey
1t,

Ler whoever will tremble. Confcious of my
own rectitude, though ranged, by profeffion,among
that particular clafs of people generally underftood,
and improperly denominated, by the empty and
infignificant terms of Quacks and Empiricks, I
am ready, whenever MALIcE and ENvy fhall
found the trumpet, to come full of that confidence
and dutiful refpet due, from every Britown, to
this MOST AUGUST ASSEMELY, to ftand forth in de-
fence of the general rights of that clafs, and fubmit
my own particular whole condué, principles,
motives and practice to the examen and cenfure
which this GREAT AND IMPARTIAL AsscMBLY,
in its profound wifdom, will pleafe to make, and,
fure of its equity, to obey the fentence it will be

pleafed
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pleafed to pronounce. For, if Iutereft Reipublice
cognofci Mavros, there refults two things, firfi
that nen minis ipfimet Reipublice intereft, BONOS at-
que cognofci 3 and, fecondly, that the inveftigation
of the one, in one fingle cafe, is, and muft ab-
folutely be, produtive of the difcovery of the
other.~It is the object of the following fheets,
MOST RESPECTABLE SENATORS, to elucidate to
the community this intricate point, hitherto kept,
by the artful infinuations one {et of people, and
the indolence of the other, in producing any de-
fence, under an impenetrable veil of darknefs.
But, fhould it ever be the lot of this important
caufe to come before YouR AuGusT TRIBUNAL,
I fhall not be backward in coming to acknow-
ledge, at your feet, as I have juft reafon to do,
the real confidence I place in your penetration and
the equitablenefs of your judgments, as well as
the fincere refpe¢t with which I glory to declare
mylelf,
PATRES CONSCRIPTI,

Your PROFOUND JUDGMENTS'

Moft Humble and Dutiful
Admirer, and Religious Obferver,

THE AUTHOR,

PREFACE,
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HE unfortunate and untimely death of Dr. GoLp-
sMiTH, in March 1774, followed, little more than
twelve months after, by that of Mr, ScawEew; and
both faid to be owing to fome of the moft accredited
advertifed-medicines, raifed, about that time, fuch an uni-
verfal cry againft thofe forts of preparations, and their
authors, that nothing les than a total abolition of both,
feemed to be threatening, and near at hand. The tri-
umphant car was already prepared which all the Quacks
were to follow, chained down to it, with their medicines
hanging about their neck : and a great deal befides, more
eafy to be fancied than defcribed, was expefted to be
the confequence of two fuch accidents, happening on
two fo confpicuous perfons, as thofe laft viftims of
advertifed-medicines.~--The fcandalous charges, fcafoned
with the moft malicious and envenomed language, and
quickened with the moft cutting lafhes of invidious acri-
mony, were pouring like hail from all fides; and, in
the midft of that ftorm, when every thing feemed to
portend a wreck, the poor Quacks feemed petrified,
as if the head of Medufa had appeared before them, and
C received
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received the fire of the enemy with a kind of infenfibi-
lity, and without offering to reply by one fingle round|
---Amazed, at that ftate of indifference, in the injureq
party ; and not knowing what to afcribe it to, whethe:
to a wantof feeling, to inability, cowardice, or whai
elfe ; and confcious, at the fame time, of the goodnefd
of the caufe, as wellasof the advantages of the ground!
on which it was to be fought, I ventured a few reflec-
tions on paper, in defence of the MINERALS in gene-
ral, and, elpecially the two moft difparaged ones, MER-
cury and ANTIMONY. There, I endeavoured, by ra-
tional arguments, and without any retaliation of 1injury;
to convince unprejudiced minds of their power, then
efficacy, and their sAFETY above all; for, this was the
great contended point, and the moft material article:
But, about the fame time, the trial of Mifs BuTTER-
FIELD came on at Croydon ; where, had it not been
for a multiplicity of affairs then on my hands, I fhoulq
not have failed to attend, firft led by the fame curiofity
as brought thoufands to that place, but more efpeci-
ally, and particularly, for the fake of hearing what
might be urged and debated, about the merit or deme-
rit of the medicines, to the charge of which Mr. Sca-
wEN’s death was to be laid.---However, by the print-
ed copy of that trial, which now lies before me,
[ had the fatisfaltion to find that nothing bad had
'been proved againft any one in particular, and in-
trinfically , that is to fay, in refpet to the nature of
their compofition, and their application to the feveral
purpofes for which they are each fingly and fpecificatively
calculated. As I found alfo, that it was clearly proved,
to the fatisfadtion of the jury and all who were prefent,
that oNLY an improper and fecret ufe Mr., ScAWEN

migh
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might bimfelf, # (and without + the knowledge and par-
ticipation of Mifs BuTTERFIELD ) have made of {fome
fuch medicine, (but which, in particular, could not po-
fitively be afcertained) had perhaps contributed to or
haftened, his deftruttion.

AFTER fuch an evident acquital, of the many charges
laid daily, fora great while, to the fcore of QUACK-MEDI-
cinNEs, I expefled every thing would have remained
quiet as before, and the ftorm would have fubfided, which
had raged fo vehemently againft them for fome time.
Therefore, little defirous, after the example of a certain
brother Quack | of the Strand, juit fallied out from
thofe ebfcure caves, and dark recefles under the fea, to
ere, like him, my little fame on the bare point of
a wave, for fear of feeing it fink back for ever in-
to the gloomy dungeon whence it had fprung, 1
thruft my fcribbling into my defk, with great compo-
fure, and there would have had it flecp a good While,
had not the continual fhricks of that laft animal forced
it out again from the place I had affigned it nonum in
annum.----1 took it up again then, gave it a new form,
and, fuch as it now ftands, it would have come out in
Fanuary laft, had it not been prevented by an accident
which happened to the perfon I had firft appointed for the
publifhing of it,

"‘I' It appeared by the trial, that Mr. Scawen had a clofet well ftored with
various medicines, and of all denominations, to which he ufed to recur fome-
-times in the abfence of Mifs, BurTERFIELD,

+ Two things were alledged, and attempted to be eftablithed, in the trial of
Mifs BurTrrrieLn, neither of which were proved. The ons, that
Mifs BuTTERFIZELD was the adminiftratrix of Mr. Scawxzn’s death ; the
other, 2s a reply to this allegation, that he was kill:d by a guack-medicine.
But, but_h aflertions were proved equally void of foundation; and a2 much
{ll;"]]'t:rﬂ'l'!ljtﬂ:ta arofe, that the horrid puirid ftate of his body was more than
fufficient to bring on a natural deftruétion of the fubject, through the per-
nicious effets ofhis own difeale alone, and without the fuppofed affiftance of
anv medicine whatever, :

1 See note page 3 of the Free thoughts, &c. where the true meaning, and
application, of this word are elucidated.
c2 THUs
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Trus have I now acquainted my reader with the mo-
tives which prompted me to write, what gave them
birth, and what, after this publication had been re-
folved upon, prevented its taking place fooner. ‘This
being accounted for, itfeems as if I had nothing more
to fay, and fhould leave the public at liberty to exa-
mine my pamphlet, and pronounce on the validity, or
infufficiency, of my arguments in favour of Quacks
end theer MEDICINES,

Bur, the glaring abfurdities contained in a certain
pamphlet, the offspring of that brother of ours juft men-
tigned, emphatically entiguled, .dn Aecount of the late Dr,
GorpsmriTu’s llinefs, &c. and pompoufly dedicated to
the FIRST PAINTER OF THE PRESENT AGE for one

patron, and to a certzin UPRIGHT SENATOR, THE
MOST ACCOMPLISHED ORATOR, for another, require
from me I fhould take fome notice of them, in order
to prevent this Lilliputian of a writer from fancying him .
felf, and trying to perfuade us, that HE isalfo the FirsT
CRITICO-PHARMACOLOGIST of this UNPARALELLED
NATION, for three evident reafons* ; firft, becaufe he has
two fuch eminent perfonages for patrons ; fecondly, becaufe
he was, (as we have his worp for it) in the intimacy
of a man fo much diftinguifbed in the republic of lesters as bis
late MUCH VALUED friend Dr, GOLDSMITH ; thirdly,
and finally, becaufe, (as he tuakes care to have it repeat-
e¢d THREE different + times in his Pamphlet} he has

# See bis asconnt, &cap. 3. 1, 3. He has generally three reafens for what
he feels; therclore, why ihould we not fuppofe him threr reafons likewife
for what he does,

1 Page 3, 21, and 35, of the faid accouns, &c.=Our man feems to be
very fond of number three.

been-
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been /o affiduous in effablifbing * in this kingdom an infiitu-
tion for the RECOVERY OF PERSONS APPARENTLY

DEAD BY DROWNING, &c,
THERE-

il ey

* Whoever has read Dr. Meap’s works, will know that, in one of his
ESSAYS, intituled oF THE MAD Doc, he gives us all the dire@ions necel-
fary, and capable, to infpire any one with the fcheme of eftablifhing fuch an
inftitution as that for which my honeft brotber guack affeéts fo much to
make us fenfible of his indefatigablenefs to bring it about in this kingdom;
as if no ene elfe, before him, had ever had fuch a thought, nor been able
to plan out fuch a thing, except himfelfi But this little guacki® trick, we
willingly forgive him. Tt is fo, we know, that a real Quack ought gene-
rally to work, when he wants to ingratiate himfelf into the good graces of
the public, and render himfelf perfpicuons at the coft, and with the fpoils, of
the greateft phyficians who lived before him, ard whofe name, known only
to thefe of the profeffion, is fometimes hardly ever heard of by any gther
befides, ‘What then, really aftonithes me, is a certain curious anecdote juft
communicated to me by a French gentleman well known in the republic of
letters,—This gentleman informs me, that it was not without fome furprife,
he himfelf had taken notice of the affefted filence obferved, throughout the
whole account of Dr. GorpesarTn’s drarh, concerning a very refpeétable gen-
tleman of his acquaintance, Alexander Jonnsoxn, doctor in phyfic, whom m
friend affures meto be really the firlt promoter of the fcheme, for eftablifhing,
in this kingdom, an inftitution fir the recovery g‘ drowwned perfing, after the
manner of fimilar inflitutions, already efablithed, in France, Holland,
Germany, and other places. The proofs of this afiertion brought to me by
this gentlaman, are as follows.—Tkat, towards the latter end of 1752,
falling in company with Dr. Jounsox, who was lately returned from
abroad, he heard him mention, with a great deal of concern, how unhappy
it was that fo many unremedicd accidents fhould happen on the river
Thames, as did daily! How well ordered, in that refpedt, it was in feveral
other countries, where he had travelled ; and where focieties were et on
foot, on purpofe for the recovery of thofe who had the misfortune to
be drowned; and how furprifing it was, that a country, like England,
thould appear fo remifs in procuring an eftablithment of that kind, when it
was fo neceflary, and, in fo many refpeéts, worthy her greateft attention !.o_
That, towards the beginning of the following year (1773,) this gentleman,
having had oceafion to pay a vifit to the Docror, he found him very buly
in colleéting all the informations he could, from different parts of the con-
tinent, to prove, to the legifliture of this kingdom, the poffibility of the
inftitution, the means by which it might be put into execution, and the
great advantages it would be of to the community, &c. which colle@ion of
informations was then in the prefs, and came out a little after jn one thick
oftavo pamphler, with the DocTogr's name ac the head, under the title of
An Accsuns of feme Secictizs at :i'm{;‘:m’am and Hamburgh, for the Recovery of
drowned Perfons, and of fimilar Inflitutions ar &c, &c,” by ArLExaNDER
Jounsox, ‘M. D, Lerdon, fold by Fokn Nourfe, Wilkie, &c. 1977, as ap=-
pears by the book itfelf, which my friend, having received from the
DocTor® ownhands, hasnow put into mine for my thorough convifion.--
Therefore, as this gentleman never heard, at the tigae before fpecified,

the



%X PiRSEVE = ACAE,

TurrEFORE, to cut fhort, I will take the liberty
to afk this mighty critick the ew bono of bis account of
Dr. GoLpsMITH's death 3 the whole tendency of which
may, I think, very well come within one of the three
following QUERIEs, and, as it will evidently appear,
cannot cafily avoid being one of them, '

1ft, Was it with an intent, merely and folely, to give
us the particulars of the death of a man whofe ¢ /ife"
was +  fo valuable and fo important to bis friends, and

Suciety 27

2. Was it through the generous defign of POINTING
ouT to us, as a modeft, learned, and experienced prac-
titioner, the ¢ feveral cafes wheretn” the ¢ noted § fever-

the name of my dear brother-guack once mentioned in the mouth of Dr.
Jornson, and ot a word of him is faid in the worthy DocTor’s publica-
tion, I think I, and & great many more with me, fhould like to know how
it comes to pafs that all the laurels, for the planning, propofing, and efta-
blithing that fo much boafied infiitution, which turms almuft the brains of
its pr:-._-::ni!'tr, fhould thus be divided between him and Doélor C—g—n,
without a fingle fyllable dropped about Dr. Jornsow, not even of mere ac-
knowledgment and gratitude for the great pains, it 1s moft glaringly evident,
that a man of the merit and abilities of Dr. Jonwxsoxn has taken in the
affair, and taken moft inconteftably before any of the prefent claimants were
and could be, in poffeflion of it; and to whom any one may fee thefe muit
undoubtedly be indebted for the firft hint and fuggeftion. In which cafe, I
am glad of having had fuch an opportunity of doing this picce of juftice to
the highly meritorious Duoctor Jounson, who, by the pufis of this newly
gﬁ‘grrgg:fﬂl puck, fecmed in great danger of being foon or late deprived of
the thanks of the Nation for his Jaudable zeal in laying the firft ftone of the
aforeiaid inftitution, and in furnifhing all the other materials neceffary and
requifite for its being carried into execution, by means ot proper memorials,
inftruétions, rules, direftions, &c. As for my part, fond of acknowledg-
ing and henouring real merit, wherever 1find it, it s pleafing to me to have
an opportunity of paying a proper homage where I fee it due; and, as I
think nothing fo mean as to afcribe to one’s felf the honour of ather people’s
produtions in any commen cafe, fo in matter of fuch public concern, I
think it worle ftill ; thercfore cne may guefs what I think.

4 Page 3 and g of the Account. 1 Page g, line 7. :
(13 pmrﬂ.’r" .
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% powder” of Dr. JAMEs bas proved injurious,” and, pru-
dently and humanely, to diftinguifh, for the benefit #
of mankind, fuch cafes from thofe in which, by S5
¢ proper and fRilful exhibition of them,i much good + has
“arifen #” QOr, rather (as it appears more plainly and
openly declared in the appendix) was it not really a ma-
licious fcheme ¢ to exhibit | to the world, one example of
“ the horrid deeds done in the dark,” not by the fever-
powder only, but (taking a larger fcope at once, and
throwing down the mafk of confcience and honetfty,
under the difguife of which he had affefted to fereen
himfelf before) 2y all ¢ powerful medicines” without
exception ?

3- Or, wasit not as likely an artful contrivance, to
have an oppoftunity to make himfelf confpicuous, by
exhibiting to the world his connexions with the great men
of the age, the literati, the renowned artifts, the pa-
triots and popular politicians, &c. and of finging his
own praifes on various keys, as a man of deep medical
knowledge ; aman of long (15 || years) praétice and ex-
perience; a man of tender feelings for his fellow-
creatures ; a man, in fhort, of credit and confequence
in life, who is at the head of the moft laudable of in-
fututions, (an inflitution for the refurveflion of dead peaple ! )
and, of courfe, (for fuch muft unavoidably be the con-
clufion) a man--- not who has the vain d:fire § of ap-
pearing in the charaéler of an author,---but wpo would
be very glad, I dare fay, to be henceforth looked upon
as the beft, the moft ikilful apothecary in London,---in
England,---in all theworld ; and, even at the very expence

» Pigf.j 12, line 2, 3, &c. + Page g, line 16.
I Page 33, line 3. . |l Page 3, line 2.

§ It cannot be fuppofed, fince he has protefted againft ir, page g, line r1.
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