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BRITISH SENATE,

O R,

GREAT COUNCIL or T NATION.

PATRES CONSCRIPTI,

I NTEREST Reipublice, cognofci Malos, faid
once the Prince of Orators before a moft auguft
affembly. To you, therefore, RESPECTABLE
BRITISH SENATORS, give me leave to
addrefs it again, in this very critical juncture:
when wolves, cloathed in the habit of lambs,
come, with a faint voice, to proftrate themfelves
at your feet,” and f{upplicate the fanftion of
YouR authority, to extend ftill more privileges,
already too large, and fatisfy, the better, that infa-
tiable thirft after rit:h;s which confumes them,

b It
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It was the opinion of the juftly celebrated
Chancellor Bacow, that fure guide of every in-
quirer into NATURAL PurLosopHy, that Mepi-
CINE was but a branch of it, and could not be
improved until its imperfeétions were pointed out.
And, how will, how caw, its very well known,
and much complained of, prefent imperfeét ftate,
ever be pointed out, if that ArT be fettered, if it
.muft be confined to a certain fet of particular peo-
ple who, pleafing to call themf{elves by the name of
regular-bred to it, would like to engrofs to them-
{elves alone, and exclufively of any one elfe befides,
the free exercife of it; who would fain attempt to
colour, with the moft infamous denominations,
any fair and candid inquirer into the merits and
virtues of the drugs which compofe the materia
medica; while he is trying, for the fake of im-
provements, the inexhauftible modes of their com-
binatiﬁns, and the innumerable advantages which
may refult from a juff, and judicious application
of them, in certain cafes? Can it be expected that
thofe fo opulent pratitioners, already drowned in
profufion, voluptuoufnefs, pleafure and luxury, will
exert their thickened and congealed imagination in
the improving of an ART, the very defects, and
imperfe&ions of which, alone conftitute that un-
farthomable golden mine whence they draw all

their
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their wealth; and which, to increafe fill more,
they make it a point to excrcife fill more imper=
fectly than it really is.  CONTRARIIS CONTRARIA
CURANTUR is an axiom approved by experience,
and undeniable by reafon. To rheold, rich, and
wealthy tradefman, grown lazy and indolent, by
an exuberant plenty, was not a young, induf-
trious, man, oppofed, what would become of trade,
commerce and merchandifing? ERROR and TruTH
always ftand on the fame line, and by the fide of
each other, From the difcovery of the former, man
is infenfibly, and gradually, led to the enjoyment of
the latter, Therefore, far from its being expedient
as fome would infinuate, to confine the number
of thofe who are engaged, at one and the fame
time, in the inquiry and purfuit of a defirable ob-
jed, it is evident that, the greater the number is,
the fooner may the difcovery, or attainment, of
that object be expected. Had the purfuit of Ma.
THREMATICS, GEOMETRY, MEcHANICS, NaTu-
RAL PHiLosorny, and other branches of ufeful
knowledge, been, as the Art of Puvsic, pro-
ductive of any daily pecuniary emolument, at the
time of the purfuit and exercife, to their purfuers
and exercifers, and had it been, at the fame time,
confined, in every age and every country, to a
few felet individuals, how far thould we be now

b 2 from
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from that light by which we are illuminated, and,
to which we ftand {o much indebted for the many
ufeful difcoveries which contritute fo largely, and

in fo many relpeds, to our prefent happinefs and
fatisfadtion ? |

Now, what are all thefe without HEALTH 2
How can HEALTH, confidering our prefent moft
erroneous way of living, fo different from former
ages, bepreferved, continued, or, recovered with-
out Mepieive? And how, by preference to any
other art, can Mepicing, the moft interefting
and the moft intricate of any, be faid, at this pre-
fent time, to be brought to its perigee ?=—Itis not,
—If not; inftead of fettering it more than it ale
ready is ; inftead of confining the number of the en-
quirers after it ; it behoves then the LEGISLATURE
to fuffer, to orRDER it to be FREE and OPEN,
for the benefit of fociety, to every ingenious ens
quirer, And, THEY may even think it again 3
very happy cafe that, without being at the trouble
of finding, as in other branches of learning, proper
rewards to excite thofe purfuers, increafe their num-
ber, and encourage their fteadinefs and perfeverance
in fuch inquiries, the success fhould carry thofe
very rewards in itfelf ; and the hopes only of en-
joying one day a return, prapartinnable and ade-

quate
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quate to the utility of 'their difcoveries, fhould
“fupport them in, and through, their labours; as ex-
perience fhews that, by the unfortunate lot of
man, that return never did yet, nor eyer will, fail
to prove, indeed, fully fufficient to repay largely
fuch difcoverers of NEw EFF1cAcious MEDICINES
~for their time, trouble and expences,

It is too well known to the generality of indi-
‘viduals, too perfectly averred, too unqueftionably
“authenticated, that thofe very fame people'who are
“underftood and clafled under the denomination of
“the FAcuLTY, impelled and ftimulated by their fel+
filh and interefted views, never fail, wherever
“there is any appearance of 'lucre and profit to be
“drawn, to fend an innumerable quantity of ufelefs,
‘and, ‘as' they pleafe to confider and term them,
“harmléfs medicines to their patients, the dangerous
~effect of which is that, after having thus trifled and
fported with their 'fellow-fubje&ts® lives, for the
fake of thofe pecuniary and mercenary emoluments
they withed to derive from their credulity, they
have often fixed and rivetted a light complaint, and
metamorphofed it into a moft hazardous and dange-
rous cafe, which it is not in the power of the molft
fkilful AscuLarivus, afterwards, to eradicate; and
hich, after the moft lingering pains, the moft

& eXCril-
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excruciating torments, terminates, at laft, in the
death of the patient. While, a timely applicatior
of one fingle, and no expenfive, medicine migh
have removed the caufe of the complaint, and pre!
ferved an ufeful member to the community.

SUCH, MUCH RESPECTABLE SENATORS, isi
however, and every individual among you knows
ity if you do not, if vyou caxwoT, colle&ively
know it as a body, fuch is the charater o4
" thofe men who, not yet content with the da{::-
gerous and extenfive power already too incautii
oufly vefted in their hands, and which gives them
the fatal opportunity of facrificing, at pleafure:
« His Majesty’s faithful fubjects to their infa.
tiable avarice, their greedinefs and covetoufnefs, are
now plotting an application to this MosT AvGusT
AssEMBLY, in order to obtain, by furrepticious
arguments and captious mifreprefentations, a fur-
ther extent of their already too large privileges ;
and a greater reftrition of the fole and only means,
now extant, which, narrow as they are, can put,
however, fome fort of a check to the ravage of
their uncontroled devaftations, and their unlaw-
ful practices,

Tc
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To my firft text, therefore, 1LLusTRIOUS SE-
NATORS, I return, and infift that it is highly
the intereft of this free, powerful and populous
Nation, that the wickep who difturb her bofom,
who are daily nibbling her heart, fhould be known,
and amened before this ™MosT Awerur TRi-
BUNAL, to an{wer for their deeds and receive the
fentence due to their deferts. Let the fummons
be given; and we fhall fee which, of the two
contending parties, will be the readieft to obey
1t,

Ler whoever will tremble. Confcious of my
own rectitude, though ranged, by profeffion,among
that particular clafs of people generally underftood,
and improperly denominated, by the empty and
infignificant terms of Quacks and Empiricks, I
am ready, whenever MALIcE and ENvy fhall
found the trumpet, to come full of that confidence
and dutiful refpet due, from every Britown, to
this MOST AUGUST ASSEMELY, to ftand forth in de-
fence of the general rights of that clafs, and fubmit
my own particular whole condué, principles,
motives and practice to the examen and cenfure
which this GREAT AND IMPARTIAL AsscMBLY,
in its profound wifdom, will pleafe to make, and,
fure of its equity, to obey the fentence it will be

pleafed



X1V DEDICATION.

pleafed to pronounce. For, if Iutereft Reipublice
cognofci Mavros, there refults two things, firfi
that nen minis ipfimet Reipublice intereft, BONOS at-
que cognofci 3 and, fecondly, that the inveftigation
of the one, in one fingle cafe, is, and muft ab-
folutely be, produtive of the difcovery of the
other.~It is the object of the following fheets,
MOST RESPECTABLE SENATORS, to elucidate to
the community this intricate point, hitherto kept,
by the artful infinuations one {et of people, and
the indolence of the other, in producing any de-
fence, under an impenetrable veil of darknefs.
But, fhould it ever be the lot of this important
caufe to come before YouR AuGusT TRIBUNAL,
I fhall not be backward in coming to acknow-
ledge, at your feet, as I have juft reafon to do,
the real confidence I place in your penetration and
the equitablenefs of your judgments, as well as
the fincere refpe¢t with which I glory to declare
mylelf,
PATRES CONSCRIPTI,

Your PROFOUND JUDGMENTS'

Moft Humble and Dutiful
Admirer, and Religious Obferver,

THE AUTHOR,

PREFACE,
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HE unfortunate and untimely death of Dr. GoLp-
sMiTH, in March 1774, followed, little more than
twelve months after, by that of Mr, ScawEew; and
both faid to be owing to fome of the moft accredited
advertifed-medicines, raifed, about that time, fuch an uni-
verfal cry againft thofe forts of preparations, and their
authors, that nothing les than a total abolition of both,
feemed to be threatening, and near at hand. The tri-
umphant car was already prepared which all the Quacks
were to follow, chained down to it, with their medicines
hanging about their neck : and a great deal befides, more
eafy to be fancied than defcribed, was expefted to be
the confequence of two fuch accidents, happening on
two fo confpicuous perfons, as thofe laft viftims of
advertifed-medicines.~--The fcandalous charges, fcafoned
with the moft malicious and envenomed language, and
quickened with the moft cutting lafhes of invidious acri-
mony, were pouring like hail from all fides; and, in
the midft of that ftorm, when every thing feemed to
portend a wreck, the poor Quacks feemed petrified,
as if the head of Medufa had appeared before them, and
C received
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received the fire of the enemy with a kind of infenfibi-
lity, and without offering to reply by one fingle round|
---Amazed, at that ftate of indifference, in the injureq
party ; and not knowing what to afcribe it to, whethe:
to a wantof feeling, to inability, cowardice, or whai
elfe ; and confcious, at the fame time, of the goodnefd
of the caufe, as wellasof the advantages of the ground!
on which it was to be fought, I ventured a few reflec-
tions on paper, in defence of the MINERALS in gene-
ral, and, elpecially the two moft difparaged ones, MER-
cury and ANTIMONY. There, I endeavoured, by ra-
tional arguments, and without any retaliation of 1injury;
to convince unprejudiced minds of their power, then
efficacy, and their sAFETY above all; for, this was the
great contended point, and the moft material article:
But, about the fame time, the trial of Mifs BuTTER-
FIELD came on at Croydon ; where, had it not been
for a multiplicity of affairs then on my hands, I fhoulq
not have failed to attend, firft led by the fame curiofity
as brought thoufands to that place, but more efpeci-
ally, and particularly, for the fake of hearing what
might be urged and debated, about the merit or deme-
rit of the medicines, to the charge of which Mr. Sca-
wEN’s death was to be laid.---However, by the print-
ed copy of that trial, which now lies before me,
[ had the fatisfaltion to find that nothing bad had
'been proved againft any one in particular, and in-
trinfically , that is to fay, in refpet to the nature of
their compofition, and their application to the feveral
purpofes for which they are each fingly and fpecificatively
calculated. As I found alfo, that it was clearly proved,
to the fatisfadtion of the jury and all who were prefent,
that oNLY an improper and fecret ufe Mr., ScAWEN

migh
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might bimfelf, # (and without + the knowledge and par-
ticipation of Mifs BuTTERFIELD ) have made of {fome
fuch medicine, (but which, in particular, could not po-
fitively be afcertained) had perhaps contributed to or
haftened, his deftruttion.

AFTER fuch an evident acquital, of the many charges
laid daily, fora great while, to the fcore of QUACK-MEDI-
cinNEs, I expefled every thing would have remained
quiet as before, and the ftorm would have fubfided, which
had raged fo vehemently againft them for fome time.
Therefore, little defirous, after the example of a certain
brother Quack | of the Strand, juit fallied out from
thofe ebfcure caves, and dark recefles under the fea, to
ere, like him, my little fame on the bare point of
a wave, for fear of feeing it fink back for ever in-
to the gloomy dungeon whence it had fprung, 1
thruft my fcribbling into my defk, with great compo-
fure, and there would have had it flecp a good While,
had not the continual fhricks of that laft animal forced
it out again from the place I had affigned it nonum in
annum.----1 took it up again then, gave it a new form,
and, fuch as it now ftands, it would have come out in
Fanuary laft, had it not been prevented by an accident
which happened to the perfon I had firft appointed for the
publifhing of it,

"‘I' It appeared by the trial, that Mr. Scawen had a clofet well ftored with
various medicines, and of all denominations, to which he ufed to recur fome-
-times in the abfence of Mifs, BurTERFIELD,

+ Two things were alledged, and attempted to be eftablithed, in the trial of
Mifs BurTrrrieLn, neither of which were proved. The ons, that
Mifs BuTTERFIZELD was the adminiftratrix of Mr. Scawxzn’s death ; the
other, 2s a reply to this allegation, that he was kill:d by a guack-medicine.
But, but_h aflertions were proved equally void of foundation; and a2 much
{ll;"]]'t:rﬂ'l'!ljtﬂ:ta arofe, that the horrid puirid ftate of his body was more than
fufficient to bring on a natural deftruétion of the fubject, through the per-
nicious effets ofhis own difeale alone, and without the fuppofed affiftance of
anv medicine whatever, :

1 See note page 3 of the Free thoughts, &c. where the true meaning, and
application, of this word are elucidated.
c2 THUs
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Trus have I now acquainted my reader with the mo-
tives which prompted me to write, what gave them
birth, and what, after this publication had been re-
folved upon, prevented its taking place fooner. ‘This
being accounted for, itfeems as if I had nothing more
to fay, and fhould leave the public at liberty to exa-
mine my pamphlet, and pronounce on the validity, or
infufficiency, of my arguments in favour of Quacks
end theer MEDICINES,

Bur, the glaring abfurdities contained in a certain
pamphlet, the offspring of that brother of ours juft men-
tigned, emphatically entiguled, .dn Aecount of the late Dr,
GorpsmriTu’s llinefs, &c. and pompoufly dedicated to
the FIRST PAINTER OF THE PRESENT AGE for one

patron, and to a certzin UPRIGHT SENATOR, THE
MOST ACCOMPLISHED ORATOR, for another, require
from me I fhould take fome notice of them, in order
to prevent this Lilliputian of a writer from fancying him .
felf, and trying to perfuade us, that HE isalfo the FirsT
CRITICO-PHARMACOLOGIST of this UNPARALELLED
NATION, for three evident reafons* ; firft, becaufe he has
two fuch eminent perfonages for patrons ; fecondly, becaufe
he was, (as we have his worp for it) in the intimacy
of a man fo much diftinguifbed in the republic of lesters as bis
late MUCH VALUED friend Dr, GOLDSMITH ; thirdly,
and finally, becaufe, (as he tuakes care to have it repeat-
e¢d THREE different + times in his Pamphlet} he has

# See bis asconnt, &cap. 3. 1, 3. He has generally three reafens for what
he feels; therclore, why ihould we not fuppofe him threr reafons likewife
for what he does,

1 Page 3, 21, and 35, of the faid accouns, &c.=Our man feems to be
very fond of number three.

been-
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been /o affiduous in effablifbing * in this kingdom an infiitu-
tion for the RECOVERY OF PERSONS APPARENTLY

DEAD BY DROWNING, &c,
THERE-

il ey

* Whoever has read Dr. Meap’s works, will know that, in one of his
ESSAYS, intituled oF THE MAD Doc, he gives us all the dire@ions necel-
fary, and capable, to infpire any one with the fcheme of eftablifhing fuch an
inftitution as that for which my honeft brotber guack affeéts fo much to
make us fenfible of his indefatigablenefs to bring it about in this kingdom;
as if no ene elfe, before him, had ever had fuch a thought, nor been able
to plan out fuch a thing, except himfelfi But this little guacki® trick, we
willingly forgive him. Tt is fo, we know, that a real Quack ought gene-
rally to work, when he wants to ingratiate himfelf into the good graces of
the public, and render himfelf perfpicuons at the coft, and with the fpoils, of
the greateft phyficians who lived before him, ard whofe name, known only
to thefe of the profeffion, is fometimes hardly ever heard of by any gther
befides, ‘What then, really aftonithes me, is a certain curious anecdote juft
communicated to me by a French gentleman well known in the republic of
letters,—This gentleman informs me, that it was not without fome furprife,
he himfelf had taken notice of the affefted filence obferved, throughout the
whole account of Dr. GorpesarTn’s drarh, concerning a very refpeétable gen-
tleman of his acquaintance, Alexander Jonnsoxn, doctor in phyfic, whom m
friend affures meto be really the firlt promoter of the fcheme, for eftablifhing,
in this kingdom, an inftitution fir the recovery g‘ drowwned perfing, after the
manner of fimilar inflitutions, already efablithed, in France, Holland,
Germany, and other places. The proofs of this afiertion brought to me by
this gentlaman, are as follows.—Tkat, towards the latter end of 1752,
falling in company with Dr. Jounsox, who was lately returned from
abroad, he heard him mention, with a great deal of concern, how unhappy
it was that fo many unremedicd accidents fhould happen on the river
Thames, as did daily! How well ordered, in that refpedt, it was in feveral
other countries, where he had travelled ; and where focieties were et on
foot, on purpofe for the recovery of thofe who had the misfortune to
be drowned; and how furprifing it was, that a country, like England,
thould appear fo remifs in procuring an eftablithment of that kind, when it
was fo neceflary, and, in fo many refpeéts, worthy her greateft attention !.o_
That, towards the beginning of the following year (1773,) this gentleman,
having had oceafion to pay a vifit to the Docror, he found him very buly
in colleéting all the informations he could, from different parts of the con-
tinent, to prove, to the legifliture of this kingdom, the poffibility of the
inftitution, the means by which it might be put into execution, and the
great advantages it would be of to the community, &c. which colle@ion of
informations was then in the prefs, and came out a little after jn one thick
oftavo pamphler, with the DocTogr's name ac the head, under the title of
An Accsuns of feme Secictizs at :i'm{;‘:m’am and Hamburgh, for the Recovery of
drowned Perfons, and of fimilar Inflitutions ar &c, &c,” by ArLExaNDER
Jounsox, ‘M. D, Lerdon, fold by Fokn Nourfe, Wilkie, &c. 1977, as ap=-
pears by the book itfelf, which my friend, having received from the
DocTor® ownhands, hasnow put into mine for my thorough convifion.--
Therefore, as this gentleman never heard, at the tigae before fpecified,

the
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TurrEFORE, to cut fhort, I will take the liberty
to afk this mighty critick the ew bono of bis account of
Dr. GoLpsMITH's death 3 the whole tendency of which
may, I think, very well come within one of the three
following QUERIEs, and, as it will evidently appear,
cannot cafily avoid being one of them, '

1ft, Was it with an intent, merely and folely, to give
us the particulars of the death of a man whofe ¢ /ife"
was +  fo valuable and fo important to bis friends, and

Suciety 27

2. Was it through the generous defign of POINTING
ouT to us, as a modeft, learned, and experienced prac-
titioner, the ¢ feveral cafes wheretn” the ¢ noted § fever-

the name of my dear brother-guack once mentioned in the mouth of Dr.
Jornson, and ot a word of him is faid in the worthy DocTor’s publica-
tion, I think I, and & great many more with me, fhould like to know how
it comes to pafs that all the laurels, for the planning, propofing, and efta-
blithing that fo much boafied infiitution, which turms almuft the brains of
its pr:-._-::ni!'tr, fhould thus be divided between him and Doélor C—g—n,
without a fingle fyllable dropped about Dr. Jornsow, not even of mere ac-
knowledgment and gratitude for the great pains, it 1s moft glaringly evident,
that a man of the merit and abilities of Dr. Jonwxsoxn has taken in the
affair, and taken moft inconteftably before any of the prefent claimants were
and could be, in poffeflion of it; and to whom any one may fee thefe muit
undoubtedly be indebted for the firft hint and fuggeftion. In which cafe, I
am glad of having had fuch an opportunity of doing this picce of juftice to
the highly meritorious Duoctor Jounson, who, by the pufis of this newly
gﬁ‘grrgg:fﬂl puck, fecmed in great danger of being foon or late deprived of
the thanks of the Nation for his Jaudable zeal in laying the firft ftone of the
aforeiaid inftitution, and in furnifhing all the other materials neceffary and
requifite for its being carried into execution, by means ot proper memorials,
inftruétions, rules, direftions, &c. As for my part, fond of acknowledg-
ing and henouring real merit, wherever 1find it, it s pleafing to me to have
an opportunity of paying a proper homage where I fee it due; and, as I
think nothing fo mean as to afcribe to one’s felf the honour of ather people’s
produtions in any commen cafe, fo in matter of fuch public concern, I
think it worle ftill ; thercfore cne may guefs what I think.

4 Page 3 and g of the Account. 1 Page g, line 7. :
(13 pmrﬂ.’r" .
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% powder” of Dr. JAMEs bas proved injurious,” and, pru-
dently and humanely, to diftinguifh, for the benefit #
of mankind, fuch cafes from thofe in which, by S5
¢ proper and fRilful exhibition of them,i much good + has
“arifen #” QOr, rather (as it appears more plainly and
openly declared in the appendix) was it not really a ma-
licious fcheme ¢ to exhibit | to the world, one example of
“ the horrid deeds done in the dark,” not by the fever-
powder only, but (taking a larger fcope at once, and
throwing down the mafk of confcience and honetfty,
under the difguife of which he had affefted to fereen
himfelf before) 2y all ¢ powerful medicines” without
exception ?

3- Or, wasit not as likely an artful contrivance, to
have an oppoftunity to make himfelf confpicuous, by
exhibiting to the world his connexions with the great men
of the age, the literati, the renowned artifts, the pa-
triots and popular politicians, &c. and of finging his
own praifes on various keys, as a man of deep medical
knowledge ; aman of long (15 || years) praétice and ex-
perience; a man of tender feelings for his fellow-
creatures ; a man, in fhort, of credit and confequence
in life, who is at the head of the moft laudable of in-
fututions, (an inflitution for the refurveflion of dead peaple ! )
and, of courfe, (for fuch muft unavoidably be the con-
clufion) a man--- not who has the vain d:fire § of ap-
pearing in the charaéler of an author,---but wpo would
be very glad, I dare fay, to be henceforth looked upon
as the beft, the moft ikilful apothecary in London,---in
England,---in all theworld ; and, even at the very expence

» Pigf.j 12, line 2, 3, &c. + Page g, line 16.
I Page 33, line 3. . |l Page 3, line 2.

§ It cannot be fuppofed, fince he has protefted againft ir, page g, line r1.
. of
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of his much boafted of humanity, to engrofsall the pra&ice
to himfelf, Thould all bis brethren be ftarving at the fame
time, and HE forced to ride in his chariot all his life.

H ap the author of the Acount of Dr. GoLDsMITH'S
death had no other view but that pointed out in the firft
guery, it might have been a laudable one enough : ef-
pecially as we arc remarkable for wafting much ink
and paper, in all cafes, to extol to the very ikies, and re-
cord in the temple of memory, every little bubble
which the wind carries over our head. Therefore
Dr. Gorpsmita who, a bad ¥ phyfician enough
becaufe he had only been bred to it, had diftin-
guifhed himfelf among us by fome tolerable goed poeti-
cal produétions, becaufe he was born to poetry, was not
altogethier unworthy an honourable notice being taken
of the lofs we had fuftained by his death, and of the
accident to which this had been owing.---But, as, from
the context of the fame account, it is more than evident
this was but the leaft objeft of the pamphlet, and
ferved only as a bafis, on which a much dearer
one was to be eftablithed, we fhall quit 1t without fur-
ther animadverfions, to pafs to a more {fcrupulous exa-
men of the fecond query.

Now, that the ambicipity of this fecond query exhibits
a true and literal pi&ure, in the firft part, of what our
writer would wifth to be accounted for, and is far from
being ; and, in the fecond, of his real charaéter ; is what
may eafily be evinced from a fair examen of the con~
text of his pamphlet, and a comparative view of the fe-
veral parts which compofe 1it. For, had his intentions

% This epithet is given on the confeffion of the author of the pam-
phiet; page 20, lines g3 12, 33.
I been
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been as pure and as good as he withes * us to miftake
them, he would have expatiated only on the rifk peo-
ple run, the danger they eXpofe themfelves to, by their
obftinacy, their ignorance, or their temerity, in impru-
dently ufing medicines, without being firft perfectly
well acquainted with the nature of their own particular
cafe, and whether or not that medicine fuits it.---Then,
entering more minutely into particulars, all his endea-
vours would have been only to throw into the public’s
minds a certain thynefs and diffidence, concerning their
own judgment, of which the generality are but too apt
to form a very favourable opinion ; to point out how
THE BEST of medicines may, by an improper exbidition
(as he calls it) turn into a poifon. Thus, fairly and
honeftly would he have afted, had he had the welfare
of his fellow-creatures really, and as much, at heart as,
by his affefted repetitions, he feems defirons to make
us believe he has 3 had, in fhort, his real concern been,
only and folely, the enlightening of the rafh, or, igno-
rant multitude.

And, indeed, with an cxample of the nature of that
of Dr. GoLpsmiTa, he had undoubtedly a very fair
opportunity, *fince,” could he have faid, ¢ a man en-
¢ dowed with natural abilities, a cultivated and adorned
¢ genius ; fupported by a judgment above the common :
¢ a man provided befides with a fmattering of the art of
¢ phyfic ; fince fuch a man could thus mifguide him-
 felf.”--~ the fimple and obvious conclufion comes of
courle,---% g firtiori muft not expedt to commit much
¢ grofler errors, in the fame way, people of no educa-

—_—

v Thmughu’i}t the whole pamphlet, but in Flain words, page 11. line 1a.
and following till p. 12. ). 17—, then p: 17. L. 10, 17, and following p. 13.
b =7, again p. 10. 1, 14—~17.

' d ¢ tlon
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¢ tion, no judgment, no difcernment ; who, becaufe
¢ they hear that fuch a medicine is calculated to re-
move fuch a diforder, take it in a hurry before they
give themfelves time to be fully, and properly, fa-
tisfied whether, or not, they are attacked with that
{pecies, and upon a doubtful, or erroneous, fymptom
or indication? , .. .”

(44
141
(14
1

i

Witn fuch, or fimilar, reafoning, his pamphlet might
have proved of utility to the community ; nay of fome fa-
tality, perkaps too, tothe Quacksand their MEDICINES
For, the confequence might have been that thefe reafon-
ings would have perfuaded fome people to do what he
1s fo vifibly bent ¥, and intent, to bring them to, wiz:
not to recur to the ufe of advertifed medicines, ¢ with-
¢ ont the previous advice” of regulars, which might have
ftruck a bad blow enough + to thofe forts of remedies and

their

* A]l through the whole pamphlet, but efpecially page 10, line 2 j page
11, line 12, 13, and 14.

+ Were the advertifed medicines to be taken but upon the advice of a
member of the FacvrL Ty, God knows how few would be taken, if even
their virtues were proved to be never fo good, their adminiftration never fo
fafe! So far is our Facvrry, in that refpet, different from that of
Frawce! There, for an example, you fee the Ruack-medicine of a Kev-
ser has had the faireft play. A Marfhal of France (Duke of Biron) names
a particular fet of phyficians and furgeons, of the moft eminent reputation
and acknowledged abilities, toinfped two different, and fucceflive, courfes
of treatment, for the Vencreal difeale, performed on reventy foldiers felected,
and examined, among the moit infeed ones of his regiment, to try the
merit of that medicine.  And, thefe honelt and generous Rrovrars, with
a candour which does them the greateft honour and credit, (and un-
examplified among Us) give their verdit in favour of the medicine
and its author. They go farther; they acknowledge its high fupe-
riority over the old accuflomed pragtice of falivation, avow its fafety, and
declare it infinitely preferable.——That is not all.  An hofpital is ere€led,
afterwards, by the fame noble eolonel, at his own private expence, for the
future. and conflant, treatment of his own foldiers. There, he permits,
however, others alfo to be treated, when the nature of their cafe is fuch as
promifc a ftronger elucidation of the intrinfical me:it, or yet undifcovered
peccatum, of the medicine., But, this is done always under the eyes of

inlpectors
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their proprictors.---But, by the flep he has taken, he
has totally miffed his aim; by his unikilfulnefs he has
flruck no blow at all, except-againft himfelf, and againt
his brethren. He has only difcovered the vile principle
of animofity and vengeance by which he was atuated,
the infamous fource whence fpring all his declamations,
and the old rancor of thofe of his profeflion againtt our
remedies, without bringing out one fingle good, and fen-
fible argument to ferve his and their own caufe.

THEREFORE, with that impatience which an old
goflip of a woman difcovers to unburden her heart, to
every creature fhe meets, of the feeret intrufted her
_not an hour before, our Author, not knowing how to
make us find out what he thinks to have fo cunningly,
fo artfully, fo archly wrapt up and concealed wun-
der the veil of candour and difintereftednefs, and dread-
ing nothing fo much but that the dulnefs of the under-
ftanding of his readers who, he is very fenfible, cannot
all be bleffed with the * gemwine” * and penetrating
6 ouit” of his * late + refpecied and ingenious friend Dr,

i

infpeftors of the firft charallers, of infpe@ors ufed to a contrary pradlice,
and eminent in that practice; and always their certificare’is favourable.——
At lait, the governmentitfelf takes cognizance of the aftair. By the King’s
order, ihe remedy isanalized, under the infpeétion of his firft phyfician and
furgeon, aad in the prefence of the Acapemy oF Scirnces; by other
colleges of phyfic of repute in the kingdom, the fame is alfo donej and all
the joint reports concur in favouring the remedy and giving it the greateft
character. And the whole ends by His Afyf Chrifliar Majeffy giving a penfion
of five hundred pounds iterling (ren thenjand French livres) a year to the au-
thor, as an annuity for his life, befides the loan of fifty thoufand Englith
crowns (one hundred thoufand Freach half-crowns, or, fifteen thoufand
pounds of Englifk maney) to the fame, for the dilcovery, of his fecret and a
copy of his Recerr . What a generofity of proceedings in thofe gentle-
men of the FacurTy in Fraxce!. ... Ard, what an invidious foul!
What a degrading, what a difgracing, conduét fhines forth inours! ... ..
Shamelul 1s the compariton , . . . odious . . . , infamous . . . . !

* Page 20, line 18. + Page 21, line 3.

d 2 “ GoLD-~
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¢ GorpsMmIiTH,” fhould make them mifapprehend his
real intention, an Appendix is added to the famous Pam-
phlet which was to bring in, by the  profits * of  its
““ publication”, fuch immenfe fums of money, for the
fupport of the much talked of ¢ infiitution +, the defign
“ of which” had been ¢ favoured with his”® (deceafed
friend’s ¢ approbation”, It is in that dppendix we fee
at laft the bung of the deep fink, taken out, and the
black envenomed gall of {pite and malevolence ftarting
up, and forcing its way with impetuofity, to 1oll in
large ftreams through the channel of three fuppofed
letters which he addreffes to himielf under the fi&itious
names of Adeanwell, a Friend to the Public, and a Friend
to Humanity. In the firft of thefe letters, the poifon is
lanced againft § Fames’s Fever Powder, only, and the
perfon who bas been employed for many vears to make it,
In the fecond, after great encomiums (affaus gfnum
femper fricat) pafled upon him for * the great caution §
““ and moderation with whicl” he had fpoken *¢ of that
 celebrated Powder”, &c. the thunder is heard once
more to growl, and the flath falls at laft on ¢ alf the
“¢ powerful || medicines” in general, and without excep-
tion, for “ the horyid deeds done” by them ¢ in the

[ 14 afﬁi’.&“.

Now, therefore, to come to the point at once, what
is then that fo heinous quality which is reproached
to moft of the advertifed medicines 2---What! To be
potent ?---That is precifely, in my opinion, what makes
their merit, what conflitutes their very perfe&tion.---
To kill, fometimes, if adminiftered untimely, injudici-

* Page 21, line 10. + Ihid, 1jim-_ 1. 1 Page 31, line 3.
§ Page 32, linc 14. || Page 33, 1,.“ 1

quﬂyl
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oufly, improperly in fhort ?---I fee nothing again in
that but what is very natural, and whar will eftablifh
and afcertain ftill better, and more ftrongly, the merit,
virtue and efficacy of the medicine. For, if it had no
power, no virtue, to do good, it could do no harm,
To esxclaim againft the porency of a medicine, 1s then no
better than it would be to exclaim againft the Suw for
having that of warming us, and procuring the fecundity
of the earth. For, fhould it be proved, that it may
fcorch and burn to athesy nay that it has pofitively
fecorched and burnt a plant confined under a {mall glafs,
and expofed to it at noon in a hot fummer’s day, what
will it fignify, if at the fame time we know that, with a
proper management, with a duec admiffion of air, and
addition of coverings to procure a fhade, it would have
vivified that fame plant, promoted its vegetation, and
brought it to maturiry and perfeétion, which, without
it, could have but languifhed, gradually decayed and died
at laft ? All the errors which a foolifh prentice-boy, or
even his mafter in a fit of drunkennefs, might commit
by an injudicious management of the Suw, could
never have induced a MiILLAR, or perfuade a KEn=
. NEpY and LEE, a MaLcoM or an ABERCROMBIE,
to write againft it, and endeavour to drive it out of
their nurferies, and their hot or green-boufés 3 nor pre-
vent their calling it into the afliftance of their melons
and cucumber-bed:.  Though it might very likely infpire
that frantic zeal to one of their journey-men, juft fet up
for himfelf in fome dark corner, and fpending his days
in raifing turneps and potatoe;.

To exclaim then, I fay, againft a medicine, becaufe
one, two, three, or twenty people may have died by an
injudicious, an irrational adminiftration of it, and to
make that a caufe of difparagement againft it, a reaion
why
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why it fhould be fupprefled, is then again as abfurd as
the former. We might, with as much propricty, i S
claim againft a pump, becaufe a man, raving mad witha
high fever, after having deceived his nurfe and all his
attendants, thall have run down the yard, drunk of it,
and killed himfelf by it. A great many drown them-
felves every day in a fit of defpair, or by accident, in
the river Tuames. Why do not, then, thofe feru-
pulous, and fo highly benevolent, fcrutators of good
and evil, offer likewife to remove it from this metro-
polis? Why do they not attempt, in fome fine piece of
oratory, to make it the ftandard criterion of a well-
regulated government not to admit, or allow, a drop of
water in its department, and to prove, by the beft rea-
fonings, that itis highly detrimental to good policy,
cn account of the dangerous confequences refulting from
at, and the borrid deeds it gives room to be committed in the
dark, in fThort the very many accidents of all forts which
refult from it.---Laughable, indeed !---At that rate we
fhould foon find ourfelves reduced to the fame degree of
rcal diftrefs and mifery, to which that man was once,
who could not touch any thing but it was converted into
gold, and ftarved. For, that thing is not, and never
was yet, created, an exceffive, ill-judged, or, injudicious
ufe of which has, or had not, (as I fay, page 53 of this
Pamphlet) the power to kill us. I have known a young
girl of eighteen years old who, in the time of plumbs, had
caten fuch a quantity of them in one day, (of which
{he had likewife fwallowed every one of the ftones, for
fear of the people where fhe lived perceiving fhe had
robbed them of thofe plumbs) that fhe was very near
loofing her life by it.  Another, of about nine or ten
years of age, to whom a bag of Spanifh nuts had been
mwade a prefent of, concealed herfelf in a garret for a
whole day, except at meal-times when fhe made her ap-

4 pearance, .
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pearance,and pretended {he was not hungryand could not
cat; and, between thofe meals, never ceafed to hammer
and crack her nuts, and eat them, till fhe had made an
end of them; and the next day fhe was a dying, and
would have died, indeed, had not a great deal of pains
been taken about her, which, with the affiftance of her
youth and good conflitution, faved her at laft. Thou-
fands of examples of all forts might be brought to fhew
that an abufe of the moft innocent things (in /¢ innocent
and harmlef(s) is rank poifon,

Now, it is acknowledged by the author of the Z-
eount of Dr. GoLpsmiTh’s death that ¢ from a proper ¥
¢ and fkilful exbibition of Dr. James’s Powders + much good
€< bas arifen, in many cafes of fevers;” and a little far-
ther, that ¢ the praffice § of Dr. Fames's bimfelf” was
never to adminifter ¢ bis fever-powders” but with ¢ great
“¢ caution and circumfpeélion, and” to defift *“ from the
€€ exbibition of them, when be” found ¢ them not operate in
€< the manner he wifhed or expecled.” Is not this the greateft
encomium which can be pafled both on the medicine
and its author ? And is not this the cafe with all the bell
medicines whatever, whether of the preparation of the
RecuLARrs, or of that of the IR-regulars ? 1s not this
what I have pofitively faid, repeated and infifted upon,
moft ftrongly, moft ftrenuoufly, all along in this work,
viz : that our (the Quacks’) MEDICINES require a
fkilful and judicious adminiftration ? And, as I faid
openly in the note, page ¢3 and g, that to produce a
cure, a medicine ought to be adapted to the nature of the con-
Sfitntion of the patient, as much as, to procure the nourifbmen:
of the body, the aliments ought to be adapted to that fame con-

. Page g, line 16 and following.
t Dr. James’s Powder isan Antimonjal and Mercurial preparation.
J Page 10, line 5 and following,
Sitution
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Slitution, is not that maxim favourable to, and concor=
dant with, Dr. JAMEs’s own pradtice, who ufed to de-
fift adminiftering his powders when he found they did
not operate as be wifbed or expelied? And does it not
prove that, when any of our moft difparaged medicines
are taken with prudence, and adminiftered with caution,
no harm ought to be expeéted, or feared, nor poflibly
can enfue, from them, more than from any other (fent
from the fhops and ordered bya regular-bred Doétor)
which fhall be ufed with the fame circum{peion : in
fhort, that it will do no more hurt than bread, foup, pud-
ding, broth, or any fuch, or fimilar, innocent food
whatever, taken in moderation,

THE conclufion of all this, therefore, is that the
death of Dr. GoLpsMITH, owing to an undeniable and
demonftrated injudicious ufe of Dr. JAMES’s Fever-
powders, {hews only, to a demonftration alfo, the /e
Jenfe and judgment there was left, at that moment, in the
poor head of that great maw, once ““ bred * a phyfician,”
fince ¢ abforbed t by politz literature® and then ¢ taken 1
“ I, on a fudden by a head-ach! And that his apo-
thecary had not much more about himfelf than the
Do&or, both for fuffering him to take the powders at
firft, and fince for making fuch a rout about them, and
the death of his friend.

Anp, indeed, who could reftrain being incenfed at
fuch a heap of abfurdities as he accumulates one over
another ! What ! becaufe a mufquet has done never fo
horrible a mifchief in the hands of a child, or a mad-
man, is it a reafon why an a& of parliament fhould be

* Page 20, lineyg. + Ibid, line 1a. 1 Page 1, line G.
brought
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Btﬁught to forbid the manufafturing, or importing, of
them in the kingdom, as we were once fools enough to
do, with refpet to that wicked weed the Hop, becaufe it
made them drunken who drank beer wherem there was
any ?---TFhere are not in the Univerfe two confitutions
alike, nu}ﬂ{.:a cafés of diforder alike ; no more than there
are two faces alike, two drops of water alike, or two
drachms (even of the fame ftuff) alike; fhould thefe be
fo fcrupuloufly, fo attentively weighed, in the fame
fcale, with the fame weights, and by the moft accurate
mathematician. Therefore, as I have faid it already,
:ver‘y thing, food, pleafure, exercife, drink, diet,

medicine, &c, ought all equally to be adapted to every
fingle fubjeft. Such is the meaning of the prudens
and judicions adminifivation fo much recommended, and
fo much infifted upon, in matters of medicine. Itis
then in other words nothing but a fagacious increafe or
decreafe, a prudent and a-propos defiftance and fuppreffion
of the dofes, derived from a watchful attention on the
effects they produce, which effeéts, none but fools can
misjudge ; efpecially, when dire&ions are fo plainly
given, as they generally are.  But, the abfurdity of
people, againft which never enough can be faid, leads
them to make this rt'-ﬁ::mng by thcmfelvf:s, viz. if one
grain of fuch a thing does fo much good, whj,.r fure Two
GRAINs muft ‘do a vaff deal more! And it is that addi-
tional grain precifely which kills them.---My own medi-
cine has not, h:t[h!:‘rt-:), TO MY KNOWLEDGE, done the
leaft harm to any one individual. I would not, how-
ever, be the hufband of the woman who would fivallow
one bottle of it at one draught in the morning; for,
1 think I fhould run a great rifk of being a widower in
the evening.-* And, though I ‘may, with advantage to
amy health, drink every day my fix-penny worth of rum
and water, or'brandy and water, 1 would not be feized
with.the phrenzy of drinking a bnttle of either of thefe

e {pirits
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fpirits to quench my thirft; for, I fancy I fhould never
be tempted to drink another, or any thing elfe, indeed,
afterwards,

Bur, the promoter of the famous Infiitution for the re-
covery of drowned people, underftands nothing of all this,
and will not abfolutely have it fo. And, becaule sen
ounces of an advertifed medicine cannot be taken at once,
without caufe and reafon, with as much fafety as one
grain, when the cafe exifts in which it will do good, that
medicine is to be difcountenanced, nay difcarded, re-
je€ted, totally fupprefled. Then, indeed, if that be
the cafe, let him fhut wp his own fhop, and all his
brethren do the fame: for, I am fure, and both he
and they know it equally well, there is not one fingle
drug in it, but what will produce the fame effeét,

AFTER all, let it be well underftood, T mean not
here, nor would I be thought ever to have meant it, in
any part of this work, to take indifcriminately the part
of every foolifh advertifed medicine which comes in the -
head of any ignorant cobler, or country horfe-doétor,
&c, &c, norto defend thoufands of lies, and impofitions,
propagated daily, fuch as PowERFUL ExTrACTs, which
EXTRICATE, or take, the Mercury out of the BLooD and
BONES, i an EASY WAY ...or, MACHINES of curious
and pew invention EFFECTUALLY fo EXTRACT Mercury
out of the body, &c, &c, impoftures, indeed, of fuch a nature
as to fall as much under the cognizance and jurifdiétion
of the civil magiftrate of Bow-ftreet, as thofe of the
conjuror of the Old-Baily.---Whatever I have faid,
therefore, on the fubje&, in defence of Quacks and their
Medicines, muft always be conftrued in favour of thofe
accredited ones, the merit of which is fufficiently afcer-
tained, from their long ftanding, or, the origin of which
is well known to be owing to fome eminent perfonage in

the
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the Pharmaceutical art. As for the others, they are
not worth our notice or attcntmn, nor the time and pa-
per which would be employed in the confuting of them,
_--If fo, fome perhaps will fay, a little time and paper
fhould be {partd however, and would not be ill beftow-
ed, in preventing the danger to which the propagation
of fuch impoftures might Ehpc{'t: people’s lives, was not
a check put to their fpreading as they do by means of ad-
vertifements. But, to that I anfwer, that, as erght or
nine * bundred pounds a year are the leaft fum a medicine
can coft to its proprictor, to be advertifed (and yet but in-
differently) all over England, that is to fay in this me-
tropolis’s, and the country, papers; and that, to be
well advertifed every day, it cofts, at leaft, fifteen bundred
pounds every twelve calendar months, it is not difficult
to conceive, and remain convinced at the fame time,
thata bad, an infignificant, or a dangerous medicine, can
never ftand, many years, fuch an expence, for two ob-
vious, and very ftrong, reafons.---The proprietor of
that medicine is a man of fortune, or, he isnot. If heis
a man of fortune ; it can be but a {fmall one; that is to
i'za}' fuch as its maﬂer wants to put. out at the bLﬂZ advan-
tage, as not being fuflicient, as itis, to keep him in a
genteel charafer all the time he is likely to live ; for, a
man of real, large and independent fortune, would not
fubmit to the trouble of becoming a wholefale, or retail,
dealer in Guack-medicines.---1f he is a man of no fortune

* On which, upon an average, fometimes one third, but more often one
balf, goes to the King az a duty. If the advertifements run upon fix
fhillings, the King's duty bsing only sgwe, he receives no more than one
third ; fo, that, upon wime hundred pounds, he has only three. But, if the
advertifements run upon four fhillings, which are the moft common, it is
evident the King has one balf, which make four bundred and fifty pounds,
out of nine bundred, but fewer bundred ard fifty, wh:n tifteen hundred pounds
are fpent, in advertifing a medicine in the tﬁvret kingdems, at four fhillings
each advertifement, What a valt amount muft the King’'s revenue come tog
from the Quack-Medicines only ! ‘

e 3 at
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at all, then hié muft dep:ﬁri upan the produce of the
very fedicliie itfelf, to feed the papers with & proper
number of advertifements, in order to extend the farne
of that m::r,hcmc, and increafe its fale. Now, ﬁ]ppﬂfé
the medicine to be a bad one. It is evident that no at-
teftations can be obtained of its good effeéts ; ho recom-
mendation will be given, By the laft who tried it, to his
friend, to his neighbour, labouring under the fame ) pains,
as hunf'clf' Wach Wedicihe Seset id fold, is then fold
for the firft time to one who tries it Dnl}r in a fit of
defpair, without any authority, or previous cxamp]':
to induce him, without other reafon but his prefent an-
guifh ; and, that effay prm'lnrr ineffe@tual, he does not
try a ﬁ:c(rnd Therefore, in the firft cafe, the little for-
tune of the one, fmn cx]mufted for want of a rctum,
obliges him to give up the advertifing, after a very fhort
time ; and the other, for want of funds, is obliged to drop
it, ﬁlll fooner, on the very fame account. Therefore, the
-:onl'equcnce now is, that no medicine, but what can
and muft prove an exceflive good one indeed, and what
 1s attended With very great fuccefs, and a very great num-
ber of them, will ever bring fuch a fum back to its pro-
prmmr as Will enable him to advertife it pmpcrl}r dur-
ing a long courfe of years, and procure him enough
.!rgfms, to make him think it w rorth his while to follow
that profeflion, and give his time, his atéention, and his
Iabour to it, ‘That obfervation will always 'be ‘then 4
fure and fafe criterion, by means of which, without any
further enquiry, about the charafter of a medicine, the
PusLic may be able to judge of the degree of merit it is
poffefled of, and the degree of confidenice it deferves from
Hith: butnot, it istrue, of the various cafes in which
it is, oris not, applicable ; for, that is another pa'rt.-~+
See what I fay to that purpofe, at the bottom of page 4.6

£ this pamphlet, ot
3 s NEITHER
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NerTaer did I mean, by handling fo feverely as I
have done, my litcle brother of the Strand, on the ab-
furdiries of his own Pamphlet, to affert that there is any
one medicine in the world which can be applied as a ge-
neral fpecific, or a fure and never-failing remedy in all
cafes and conftitutions, Therefore, I could not mean to
infinvate, againftall fenfe and reafon, that Dr. JAMES’s
Powders, in particular, will do wonders in all forts of
fevers, and in all flages of that diforder, indifcriminately
and without any further confideration. For, if they
arife from a fioppage ; furely, it muft firft be removed :
if from bad humours ; undoubtedly, they muft previoufly
be correéted : and fo forth, Zherefore, 1 will not deny
" (and, as I proved 1t before, that is to fay in the note,
page 98 and g9 of this work, without its being in any
wife difcreditable to thofe Tame powders) that to them
the death of Dr. GorLpsMiTH may very well be imput-
ed; but, that, at the fame time, to my illufirions little
brother’s confcience it ought intirely to be laid, as hav-
ing had it in his power to prevent it, and not done it,--=
In point of law, accefories are deemed principles: Aiqui,
he was an acceflory, and a knowing one; Frgo. ...
T know ‘that page 27, line 14, of the already mentioned
account, &c, itappearshe has, before now, been attack-
ed with fome fimilar reproaches, as he feems to take
notice of them, andattempt toanfwer them: but, very
1nﬁgmﬁcant1:,r, indéed, does he do it. And, I repeat
it, he'muft accufe no one elfe but himfelf pnﬁtwelv for
the Dodtor, his moft........ (with all the epithets
of endearment, and admtratmn, which he can think of,
or the beft Gma’m ad P.:zrm;ﬂ&m can afford him) fnend’s
death. For, had T been in his place, inftead of ex-
hﬂﬂﬁmg mjr 'I':mgs mn ““‘endeavouring to reafon * medically

® Page 2, line .. : - % Page 20, line 10,
3 ¢ with
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¢ with him,” or,  to converfe + with him on the fubjes?
“ of bis diforder in a medical manner” and thus to fpend
my time in contradi@ting him, teazing him, and rea-
foning with a man who, by his obftinacy, gave al-
ready {ufficient ground to fufpeét him of not being quite
compos mentis, (as harfh as this cxpreflion may appear to
fome 1 maintain Dr, GorpsmiTH was not rightly in
his fenfes, when he was thus arguing with his apothecary,)
I declare 1 would have humoured him, given him his
way, and talked to him juft in his own ftrain, firft to
compofe him 3 then retired to my fhop and fubftituted
fome harmlefs, innocent, powder, fomewhat like to that
of Dr. JaMESs’s in appearance, but morg to the purpofe
of his diforder, and fent it him, Then, when he had
been returned to his fenfes again, I {hould have acquaint-
ed him with the innocent trick, and reafoned upon the
propricty, or impropriety, of thofe powders relatively to
the cafe he was in, And 1 am fure, my dear, my
great, my refpefted, my valuable, my ingenious, &c,
friend, would have given me his thanks for it ; to which
al{o would, undoubtedly, have been added thofe of ALL
THE wWoRLD befides, which would have made me deem-
ed another little Ravevrire for the fkill, addrefs and
art I {hould have fhewn to preferve a bealth and life of
fuch ¥ confequence to fociety, A feather capable to refleét
no fmali Juftre, T take it, to the cap of a man already
{fo proud of being at the head of the famous inflitution
for the refurvelfion of the dead! 1 think this might have
done as well as the track which the little apothecary has
followed, What think ye of it yourfelf, BRoTHER . .2

I BEGIN, notwithftanding, to be afraid, at laft, my
little brother’s bile may be, by this time, quite roufed

. Account page 3. line 3—4. and page g. line 3s: ,
to
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“to its zenith. And, indeed, I fhould not be furprifed
at it : for, I confefs I have not {fpared him much, when-
ever I could lay hold of him with any propriety. In
doing which, I think I was founded ; fince that abl,
that benevolent, that bumane, that virtuous %, &c, &c, &c,
gentleman has thought himfelf fo much above the feourge
of criticifm, on account of his high connexions with
people of letters, as to think he could aflume the defpo-
tical rod of cenfure, and, triumphant, drive every thing
trembling before him, which had but the look of a
Quack oran EMpirick. The papers, for thefe twelve
months, and upwards, have been peftered with nothing
1o much as fulfome compliments of low and fervile adula-
“tion, which-he gets inferted, at his own expence, as ad-
drefled to himfelf, or written concerning him, under the
fittitious names of Meanwell, a Friend to the public, a
Friend to humanity, Advife, Public-applaufe, and what not.
Letters, all fo coarfly manufaftured that, without con-
fulting the feven flars, any one may judge from what
quarter they come, and that his own ink, pen, paper
and defk (if not even fomething more befides) have each
given their refpeétive affiftance in the compofition, [
fhould not perhaps have much troubled my head about
him, nor his publications, had I not been determined to
{hew him that he is not to expeét the fame meeknefs from
all thofe he pleafes to lay under his feru/z; and Le muft
expeft, from ME at leaft, if I cannot anfwer for any
other, as warm a reception as his attacks fhall provoke :
and had not fome liberties been taken with my name,
by a certain unknown fham Advife, in a letter publifhed
under that name, in the MorNiNG-Post of Thur[day

. * All expreffions drawn from the many fublime qualities with which he
i flattered in the letters addrefled to him, er in which his name is brought.

the
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the 28th of December, 1775, No. ggo, of which the
following is.a3 true and faithful copy.

For the Morwninvc-PosT.
ToacerTAain APOTHECARY.

¢ Your fpleen and rancour againft a celebrated Fever
¢¢ Powder is by no means juftifiable; are there not
¢ Norris’s Antimonial Drops, SpiLssury’s Drops,
¢ and almoft a thoufand other quack medicines, offered
¢ to the public ? and none * merits your attention but a
* medicine of eftablifhed reputation, and which it is
¢t impoflible for you to leflen in the public efteem.

¢ You are by all accounts I can learn, a very bene-
volent man, and your abilities as an apothecary are
¢ alfo univerfally allowed: when fo much is granted
¢¢ you by the public, would it not redound more to your
¢¢ honour to turn your thoughts to fome other points of
¢¢ medicine, than by a fecond publication to ftand forth
¢ as an opponent to Dr. James’s Powder? Indeed, Sir,
¢ jt favours too much of ill-nature, pettifhnefs, and
¢ revenge.

[ 11

« TnE writer neither knows Dr. James, the vender
¢ of his powder, nor you, but only throws out a hint
¢ for you to reflect upon, and fhall judge of your real
< difpofition by your future condu&t, and which ever
¢ way that turns you fhall hear again from '

Dec. 24, 17785 ¢« ADVISE>?

N. B. Five Shillings were atually paid to the Printer
of the Morning-Pof? for the infertion of the above Jetter ;
it is a matter of fact. .

® Nyne merits, very elegant, and grammatical! The {pelling, punétuation,
capitals, &c, are fridtly imitated and copied from the News-paper ; as quo=

tatiens fhould always be made. .
It
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It is difficult for me to judge from what fide that let-
ter came to the papers ; and, though I made all poffible
inquiry, I own I could get no fausfaltory intelligence
on that head. But, a few days after, I received, under a
cover, by the penny-poff, and dated from Bath, another
letter, addreffed to the printer of the fame paper, which
contained as full a vindication of my charzer, by an
unknown hand, as I could have wifhed to obtain from
any one. However, I did not chufe, at the time, to
fend it; becaufe I always fcorned all news-paper war,
though dignified by this high name, as 1 do a boxing be-
tween two black-guards, in the public firects, PBefides, I
was, at that very junture, engaged in the publication of
the following pamphlet, which I expected to core out fo
foon as towards the middle of January folloving, had not,
as I mentioned it in the beginning of this PREFACE,
an unforefeen accident prevented it; and I had rather re-
ferve it to make it appear along with it. Therefore,
here it is verbatim, juft as 1t came to my hands:

To ADVISE.

On the Subjeé? of bis Letter inferted in the MorN1NG-PosT
of Thurfday, December 28, 1775.

¢ In addreffing you, Mr. Apvisg, I muft own I am

¢ rather at a lofs: for, I don’t know very well in what
¢ light teo confider you, whether as the hircling of H---s
¢ or as that of Dr. Fames2 As you fing, on the fame
¢“ high key, the praifes of the two adver(aries, - the one
‘“ of whom you would be believed to atrack, and the
¢¢ other todefend ; which of them has in reality launched
¢ you to bark thus in his favour, and deter the other, is
¢ fomewhat difficult to diftinguifh.-- -However, after a
¢¢ little paufe, I think I have you new, and may let iy
“‘ judgment incline on one fide. 1 think, I may, fafely
¢¢ eriough, look upon you as the bully of Dr. Jame:, or his
“ agent. My reafon for (o thinking, is your endeavouring
¢ to turnthe little infignificant Apothecary’s rancour upon
€ twa preys, which you feem to have picked out for him as
‘¢ proper bits to afluage his rage, and which you offer him
£ ¢ with
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 with intent that, by means of this double portion,
¢ he might be prevailed upon to fpare, and even relin-
¢ quifh totally, that one alone he feemed to have fixed
““upon. One would imagine, at your behaviour, your
* fright had prefented you the animal as a huge mon-
‘¢ fter, whofe bloody jaws you fancied to fee already
¢ sormandizing, before-hand, on the fore-relifh of the
¢ prey he longed to devour. And, to foothe him, you
¢ ftroke again the beaft over, with the velvet-paw of
¢ fulfome and abfurd adulation.---This is what betrays
¢¢ abfolutely both you and your abettors. Indeed I fhould
¢¢ never have fufpefted the proprietors of Dr. Fames’s pow-
“¢ der capable of rendering themfelves guilty of fo much pu-
‘¢ fillanimity and meannefs at the time. They muft be very
“¢ pufillanimous to betray fuch {ymptoms of fear, at a
¢¢ poor infignificant little whelp yelping at them ; and
¢ they muft be very mean to think of faving themfelves
¢ by tendering him two other viétims to dart his venom -
¢ upon, and fatisfy his fury, while they ftand fo firm,
¢ as they fay, in the public efteem ; and while the two
¢ objeéts, they want to ufe as fhields, ftand, if I mif-
‘¢ take not, in no worfe fight themfelves in the eyes of
¢ the fame public.---As for my part, though I never
¢ faw Mr, SpiLsBUrRY nor ‘Dr, Norris, having not
“¢ been in London for thefe ten years paft laft Auguft, I
““ neverthelefs confefs myfelf a patient of the former,
“ and acknowledge to be under the greateft obligations
“to him for the benefit I received, laft year, from
‘¢ his drops, in an old inveterate gout, of near fifteen
“¢ years ftanding, which had deprived me of the ufe of
¢ almoft all my limbs. God be praifed, I now can take,
t¢ without crutches, an agreeable morning’s walk all
¢ over my parks, which I had not done for five years
¢ before : and, having already miffed, fince my cure,
¢ two of the ufnal periodical fits I was accuftomed to,
T hope, through the exercife I regularly take, and
¢¢ the temperance I faithfully obferve, according to his

(11 PI‘E-
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¢ precepts, to have no more of thofe unwelcome vifitors,
¢ as he calls them.---Therefore, unfolicited by, and
¢ unknown to, him, (fince I did not even buy his drops
¢ from him, but only from his agents in this part of
¢¢ the world) I thought it a duty, incumbent on me, to
¢ rife and defend a man, who, befides the goodnels of
¢ the medicine he fells, infuch cafes as he recommends
¢ it for, has again, to intitle him to the favour and
¢¢ efteem of the public equitable in general, and of every
¢ individual in particular, the qualifications the moft
¢ endearing, viz. humanity, generofity, and tender
¢ feelings, breathing in every advertifement, And to
¢ the fupport of the prejudice he has infpired me with
“in his favour, I am happy to hear, from good au-
¢¢ thority, that he has pofitively eftablifhed upen the
¢ beft principles, at his own laboratory, and at his {ole
€¢sexpence, a difpenfary for the poor, where, when pro-
¢ perly recommended, either by their parifhes, or fome
¢¢ perfons of confideration, they receive the full benefit
< of his medicine gratis, till they are perfeétly cured.---
¢¢ Such deeds alone are fufficient in my opinion (which,
¢ I hope, will be that of every thinking, honeft and
‘¢ humane being) to fecure him for ever the efteem of
¢ the whole nation, and procure him an encouragement
¢¢ fuitable to his deferts.---All my wifh now is, for the
¢ honour of Dr. Norris, that fome of his patients,
‘“moved with the fame fentiments of equity as I am,
¥¢ fhould do him the fame juftice [ have done Mr, SpiLs-
“ BURY : and that Dr. Fames, or his agents, for their
“ own credit and honour, {hould difavow publicly hav-
¢ ing any concern with you, or in the compofing of fo
¢ {candalous a letter, which muft be looked upon as that
of a knave and a coward, from whatever quarter it
¢¢ came.

¢ That in future ADVISE be better ADVISED is allo
¢ another wilh of

Bath, December 30th, 1775, ADVISER™
f 2 By
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By the context of the above letter, whofe author T
candidly own I could not produce, it appears plainly
his fufpicion falls on the proprietors of Fame:'s powders,
and that he confiders them as concealed under the name of
ADVISE. As for my part, I was not of the fame opi-
nion ; and, even now, I rather incline fill to think Mr,
ApvisE, like many others of his brethren, has {prung
from the brain of the certain APOTHECARY ; as it has
been obferved, by the greateft part of news-paper readers,
that it is his general cuftom, whenever he is brewing
forncthing for puhlication, to get it preceded by fome {uch
fimilar hintin the news-papers ; that it might appear as
if he had but yielded to the wifthes of the public; and
then to get again thofe publicarions followed by the
greateft encomiums from feveral parts, and under a mul-
titude of fiftitious names, as if all the world was pro-
firated at his knees to acknowledge their # ¢ inexpreffible
Sati fallion” of his “ very bumane and virtuous endea-
vours,” and give him ““ their thanks fir” his induffrious
#¢ andindsfatigable efforts TO RESTORE MEDICAL KNOW-
“ LEDGE,” &c. &c. &c. If fuch proceedings are not
Slerling QuackKisms, in the ftrifteft fenfe of the word,
and prove not the propriety of the definition of the term
Quack, given in the note of the firft page of this work,
§ do not, upon my word, know what may be deems:
fuch, and muft confefs, I underftand not common Eng

lith, '

But, to thew Public Applaufe, that I look upon him
as no better than a dunce and a blockhead, and that we

are better acquainted than he thinks with the literary
affairs of the world, I would not mifs this opportunity

to obferve here, en paffant, that if Mr. WEsLEYs
€€ unconfiitutional principles,” as well as  ynbermatic PRI~
¥ MITIVE PHYSsIC, bave been” no more ¢ fufficiently de-

e R R I e e T — .

¥ Whatever is inferted here between turned-comas is extratted from a Jet-
ter figned Public dpplaufe, in the GAzgTTEER of Lriday, June 7th, 1776,

No. 14,775
ﬁcmd;‘
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€ feated,” the firft by the ¢ wvirtwous patriots,” and the fe-
cond by the Certain APOTHECARY’s *“ wery able and truly
¢ Jearned refutation” than ¢ bis wunferiptural doéirines by
L ﬁﬁe worthy members of the church of England,” they have
metwith avery poor difcomfiture, indeed! For, the learn-
ed will always pay to Mr. WESLEY’s PIETAs Oxoni-
Ensis that due compliment of acknowledging it as the
prodution of the true fcholar, the polite gentleman, and
the fincere chriftian; and they would be very forry at
the fame time, I believe, to have it thought by the
world, that all the beft arcuments which the moft wor-
thy members of the church of England could urge againft
him or his performance, were concentred in the verba ef
voces, pratereaque nibil of that flat and infipid pretended
anfwer of the beau N---1 who was at that time the puhy-
lic Orator of a certain Univerfity, If that anfwer is
what Public Applaufe means as the fufficient defeat of Mr.
WESLEY's unfriptural dofirines, he is moft daringly im-
pofing upon the credulity of fuch as are not acquainted
with the falts of thofe times, or he L1Es, himflf, in-
deed, under a very great and moft egregious miftake 3
in whichever cafe T muft beg leave to tell him, in the
name of that refpe&able pusLic, from whom he wifhes
1s to think he derives his office and commiffion, that he is
no more calculated to aét in the charaéter of PUBLIC A p-
PLAUSE than N---1 wasto a& as the PuBLIC ORATOR
of a certain VERY refpetable Univarﬁt}r, and to be the
voIcEof the TRULY worthy members of OUR CHurc

or the official SERMONER of a certain legiflative h[}d}r:
in fome particular occafions,---And, indeed, it is a
very curious anccdote to obferve, that in lefs than one
month after the expulfion from the univerfity, of the fix
young men, who gave occafion to Mr. WESLEY to
write, he publifhed the firft edition of his Pietas Ouo-
aienfis, in which the flow of language, the elegance
and purity of ftyle, and harmony of the periods, cha-
racterife the fine writer, as well as the man of beles-
fpttres : and thatin les than two months this work went

through
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through five: or fix editions, while four or five
months elapfed before the heavy, clumfy, and elaborately
empty, aniwer of the Public Oratorucame out, chumpet-
ing like upon crutches, printed in large types and wide
margins, to make it- appear (true quackifin) more bulky
than the work itfelf it was intended to annihilate 3 and
that, to make this an{wer (other guacki/h trick) enjoy the
merit only of a fecond edition, in the fpace of two or
three months, one good half of the firft was I am told
cancelled and deftroyed to make room for that fecond ; |
three parts of which, upon a pufh, might, perhaps,
now be found at the printer’s warehoufe, unlefs it
has undergone the fame fate as the firft, and been by
its own author offered as a facrifice to VuLcan,

Whenever therefore the certain APOTHECARY makes
henceforth choice # of new hirelings to break his own head .
with the perfuming pan, I hope this anecdote will be
a warning to him, to teach him how to chufe fuch as
arc better acquainted with the anecdotes of their times,
and the particulars of what they are advancing in their
applaufes, left he fhould lofe, as in this cafe, all the ad
vantages he expe&ts to derive from their enthufiafti-
cally worked up arguments,

This fame Public applanfe congratulates again his wir-
tuous 1DOL upon his ¢ fuccefiful beginning towards the,
“ gery veguifite veformation of true medical knowledge, &c”,
refle@tions as abfurd, expreffions as ridiculous as the au-
thors from whofc pens they proceed ; and to which

# Perhaps fome people, as well as himfelf, will be of opinion that a more
Tucky choice of fubjefts to exercife his talents upon, might as well, and
with no lefs propriety, be reccommended to him alfo, in future, In whichy
how far the advice might be nght, I will not pretend to be a judge : but, I
believe too that, if the name of GorpsmiTH, after the man was dead,
proved to this mighty Geliath fo hard and fatal a flock to ftumble upon;; it
is natural enough to expeét he will take heed from it, how he meddiesano-
ther time with a GorLpsMITH again, were ever another to fall in his way ;
and efpecially if the fecond fhould happen to be a /iving-one,

I fhall
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I fhall oppofe no anfiver of my own to confute them,
as it would, of courfe, be fufpefted of partiality ; but
repeat only, as much more powerful and weighty, what
I find in a very eminet publication intituled Obfervations
* on the Duties of a Phyfician, and on the method of profe-
cuting enguries ‘in Philogfophy, The author, who, as [
learn by the advertifement prefixed at the head of the
work, was a medjcal profefor not long ago in one of the uni-
verfities of a neighbouring kingdom + exprefles himfelf thus
p. 169.--- But not to infift further on arguments that
¢ fhew, that no confiderable improvement in the art of
““ medicine can be expeted from phyficians, while they
“¢ are on the prefent footing. I fhall only obferve as a
¢ falt, that it appears from the hiftory of medicine, that
* the improvements in it were feldom owing to thofe
“ phyficians who valued themfelves upon being re-
*¢ gular, fyftematic, rational praiticners: nay, what
“¢ is more extraordinary, they have been often oppoled
“ by them with great keennefs and acrimeny, and fel-
¢ dom adopted till after a very long ftruggle. We
* could give inftances of this, in many of the improve-
“ ments of modern praétice, particularly in the cafe of
“¢ blifters, opiates, Peruvian-bark, antimony, mercury,
“and all the powerful chemical remedies ; the inven-
““ tors or introducers of thefe, from the days of Para-
¢ celfus down to Dr. Ward, have been held by the fa-
“culty in contempt and deteflation. The difcoveries
¢ of thofe men who were not regular phyficians, have not
““ been examined with that candid impartiality, which
¢ their importance and fuccefs required yet from fuch
“very ufeful difcoveries may fometimes be expedted,

e o

— e

* This anonymous but ele ol £ il
. gant performance, divided into ! :
printed for Capxrr in the Suand, 1770, ’ ‘e l:lures, is
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IT is, notwithftanding, a truly regular-bred phyfician
who fpeaks, in {o ftrong a manner, in favour of Quacks
and their MEDICINES, True it is, that a little farther
he paffes alfo a due and rational cenfure on fome © igno-
¢ vant, carele[s and wrong-headed” ones, ¢ who profit but
< Jittle in proportion to what might be expelled from [o very
€€ extenfive a prallice” as they have. But,'I hope I have
fo fufficiently declared in this PREFACE that fuch are
not thofe I mean to defend by this publication, that I
may not fear to be taxed with infidelity, in not copying
further down from my quoted author ; as I myfelf enter-
tain the fame opinion of thofe Parence’s with which the
world abounds, and coincide perfeétly with him in his
fentiments of the many lies they propagate about their
extraordinary talents and {kill, Therefore, I fhall con-
clude this Preface of mine by the following words from
that of the celebrated Dr. STroTHER which ftands at
the head of his Prafical Obfervations, printed London
1729, page xXxviil, on the Epidemical Fever, which reigned
in the beginning of this Century.---¢¢ If the art of phyfic
““ isto be advanced, no difcouragements ought to be given to
“¢ the uncertakers thereof 5 let each perfon of indufivy draw
¢ out bis fcheme, if it fails, be bas at leafl fhewn bis good
““ will, and prevents any other from flecring in that road
¢ but if be fucceeds, be merits glory and thanks.”

As for my part, I am far from thinking, like my
fublime BRoTHER QUaAck of the Strand, that I deferve
already that glory and thofe thanks Dr. STROTHER men-
tions, I am content if I may only be allowed the name
and reputation of firiving earneftly for them ; and of be-
ing in the right road which, by a due continuance of
attention to my prefent purfuits, and the profeffion I have
embraced, may condu&t me one day to obtain both,
from the impartiality and candour of a juft, difcerning,
and always equitable, PuBLic.

Fuly 22, 17764
2 FRrREE
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SECTION. T 4
THE STATE OF THE QUESTION.

HAT a great deal had been already faid,
and fiill fhould continue to be every day

repeated, againft Quacks, * EMpPIRICKS,
and their MEDICINES, is not fo much to be

WOIl-
»*

vack and EMPIRICK are two words common-
ly ufed, which are found in every one’s mouth, and of-

ten employed one for another; becaufe their diferimi-
native, and radical, meaning is not fufficiently known. 1
will, therefore, attempt to fix and eftablifh it here.---
Doctor 8. Jonnson gives, at the word Quack, the three
following definitions, or rather interpretations, which,

B in
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wondered at, as the filence it is generally ob-

ferved thefe have obftinately kept on the fub-
jeét.

ol

in my opinion, coincide fo perfeétly with each other into
ane and the very fame meaning and idea, that they may
perfectly well be clafled among thofe we call diffinétions
without differences. Here they are, ““ Quack, /. [From
““ the Verb.] 1, Aboaftful pretender to arts he does
‘¢ notunderftand, 2, A vainboaftful pretender to phy-
fick ; one whoproclaims his own medicalabilitiesin pub-

lic places. 3, An artful tricking pratitioner in phy-
fick,”---To the firft definition, he quotes Felton ; to the
fecond, Addifon; and to the third, Pope.---1 will pafs to the
fame Lexicographer’sdefinition of the word Empirick; then,
refume.---“ EMPIRICK, /. [eumapres,] A trier or experi-
¢“ menter. Such perfonsas have notrue knowledge of phy-
¢¢ fical practice, but venture upon obfervation only.”---
To this definition, he quotes Hooker.---Now, I will offer
my opinion of the true and literal meaning of each of thefe
two words, and of the point of difference which charac-
terifes them.  The above three definitions of the word
Quack, which, in fa@, are but one, I confider as
vaftly ftreched out, quite in the outré, and as being, in
fadt, rather the prefent, altual, falfified acceptation of the
word, than its real, original, and firft intended, meaning ;
which, according to me, is ftriftly fpeaking nothing
elfe but a preconifer, u publifher, a trumpeter, an advertifer,
and is formed by eroudlomraa, (that is to fay imitation )
from the noife, or cry, which ducks make. Thofe crea-
tures giving, by that fort of noife, and that perpetual re-
petition of the fame cry, notice of their being in fuch a
quarter, the imitntivc*word quack ll_as firlt jocularly, I
tuppofe, and then ironicallly, been given to the medicine-
advertifers 3 becaufe, like thofe animals, they announce,
publith, puff, and inihort quack-away by advertifements,
hand-bills, &c, the medicince they are poffefled of.
Hence guacks they are faid, in other words publifbers, ad-
vertifers and m::r.hmg more, This: denomination, as we
fce, does not touch 1n the leaft their abilities or inabili-
ties.  How then can it imply a beafiful pretender to aris
: not

£c
L4
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je&t, Attacked with the moft ungenerous,
and, I dare to fay it, fallacious arguments,

woven

e

not underflood by the DExomMINEE ? How is it, and where
does it appear again, that that art is phyfick in preference
to any other art? Therefore I conclude, and [ believe
with propriety, that any advertifer whatever, either for
Jhoe-blacking, fhirt-making, portrait-painting, Freuch-teach=
ing, dancing, &c, &c, is i falt literally, ftrictly and
pofitively, as much a guack, as he who advertifes for re-
medies. The very firft, and moft eminent, member
HIMSELF of the faculty, no {ooner advertifes a book of
remedies, or ftriftures, confiderations, eflays, differta-
tions, aphorifms, &c¢, &c, &c, but HE becomes alfo a true
QUAcK, ipfo fails, in the true, the literal, ftri& and full
fenfe of the word, as well as THEY againft whom he
fulminates in it,

EMPIRICK, upon examination, will appear no lefs mif-
reprefented than the other. Epmapines, they fay, is its
radix.---True.--- And ruamsioixos fignifies, qui Sfolim ex ex-
perientid aliquid traflat: that is to fay, a man who prac-
tifes from experiments only.---Very well.---Therefore,
in my opinion, it is as much as to lay a man who prac-
tifes nothing but what he is fure to be good from authentic
authority ; and whofe authority is what can never de-
ceive, miflead or mifguide him; wl
all times, and in all matters and cafe
facredly, what fhould ever sorLELY, be implicitly relied
and confdently depended, upon, viz, EXPERIENCE
and repeated experience,  EMPIRICK is then, inthort, the
man who never adminifters a remedy to any ene, without
previoufly being unqueftionably fure and convinced of ;i<
propriety and falutary effe@s in the cafe it is adapted to.
Nor can 1 find, indeed, how to torture the Greek word
whence Empirick is drawn, fo as to extort that u:um:ing:
artful, malicious, and dr:ﬁgnr._:dlf difcrediting inends, cony.
monly aferibed to it, that invidioufly ftretched-out ac-
ceptation of the vulgar, too rafhly and unthinkingly
adopted, and now authorifed, by the fanfion of aur learned

3 2 Lexico-

at is always, at
s, moft furcly and
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woven with that fkill and addrefs which daz-
zles the generality of readers, little ufed to the
finefles

Lexicographer, which makes it mean a man who has na
true knowledge of phyfical praclice, but VENTURES upon
obfervation only.---Nay, 1 go farther, I find myfelf even
fufficiently founded to pronounce there is pofitive incon-
fiftency, glaring incompatibility, and downright contra-
di&tion in the copulation of the two words ventures and ob-
Servation 5 which I prove thus, If the man adminifter
nothing but what he has 0BsERVED tobe good, I mains
tain he VENTUREs NoTHING. [ fa more, 1 declare
he has greatly the advantage over the "regular- bred phyfi=
¢tan whofe bufinefs, charater and profeffion are all theory,
and, therefore, all venturing, in the ftrié and literal fenfe
of the word. True it is, that this laft requires fuperiority,
fublimity, real tranfcendency of genius ; abftrat reafon~
ing, and combinations in the mind, upon any new cafe,
new accidents, new diforders, new chronical, or epidemi=
cal, difeafes, &c, &c3 whereas the other may be totally
incpt in all this, and unfit to ftate upon any other difor-
der whatever, befides that only and folely for which his
remedy is calculated.---But, thisis the very circumftance
I wanted to prove, that it is therefore the very regular-bred
phyfician himfelf, not the Empirick, who precifely 1s the
real triery the TRUE experimenter 3 while the other neither
15, nor can poflibly be called, fuch, fince he pratifes nothing
but a/ready long tried and experimented remedies. Where-
fore 1 go on, and infift again that a truly learned regular-
bred phyfician (rara avis /) is the only one of courie wha
MAY ERR asaman, (for emnis homo mendax) and the
other cAn~oT, he has it not in his power,~--I would,
therefore, be inclined humbly to recommend Doétor
SAMUEL the correfting of this article in the next edition
of his Diftionary. For eumapios, EMPIRICK, is fo far
from meaning trier and experimenier, (words equal to, and
fynonimous with, worker in the dark, uncertain, and igno-
rant) that, on the contrary, it fignifies pofitively quite the
reverfe in the Greek language, where it ftands for Jetens,
@apiusy ufuy praxi atqué experientid peritus 5 that is to fay,

knowing,
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finefles of the art of Logic, they have been
made an obje& of ridicule by {fome, and re-
prefented as the moft dangerous fort of people
by others; as a public nuifance, as a fet of
common empot{onners: and not one of them
has had {pirit enough to take up the pen in his
own defence, as well as that of the frater-
nity. It 1s high time, therefore, this thould
be done: and, without boafting of more abi-
lities for the tafk than my predecefiors, or
~ cotemporary fellows, of the Empirical Col-
lege, T will, for the fake of T'rurH alone,
take the liberty to offer here a few candid, in-
genuous, and unadorned refle€tions, on the
critical point which divides us from the {elf-
calling regular-bred phyficians, and examine
whether or not we deferve the fcurrility of their
language in the cruel manner they exert it
upon us.

knowing, able, learned, experimented by ufe and con-
Ttant practice. Is not this, 20 be sSURE of what one does 2
Who can, therefore, be more trufty now for a patient,
more likely to comfort him, to revive and reanimate his
dejected fpirits, to diffipate at his approach the gloomy
thought of a threatening diffolution, to remove the ter-
yors of an advancing death, and recall the two oreateft
fupports of the aﬂ‘]iged, and beft affiftants of the phyfi-
cians, FarTi and HopE? .. ... . If you confult your
own heart now, vou will foon find there fuch anfiver as
¥ can wifh to hear, and which is the mo® obvious.

Bur,
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Bu, before going anyfarther,it will not be
much amifs, perhaps, to fettle the reciprocal
rights, privileges and pretenfions of the con-
tending parties.  Our adverfaries fay that Hyp-
pocrates pronounces phyfick to be the nobleft
of all arts whatfoever., 'That it was formerly
in fuch a repute, efteem and veneration, asto
make the inventors, or improvers, of it be ftil-
ed fons and hands of Gods, and often confi-
dered as Gops themfelves. All this is cer-
tainly true. Such was, indeed, the opinion
of the inhabitants of this world in the firft
ages of it, when mankind, by the neglet of
temperance and exercife, having began to be
the prey of various unknown and unufual
pains, fufferings and miferies, obtained unex-
peétedly relief by the hands of fome few adepts
who adminiftered them a few remedies which
chance and accident had thrown in their way,
and which their fagacity and difcernment had
pointed out to them how to apply. Nay,
even among the Chriftians the fame opinion
nearly prevailed; fince, as we find it in St.
Auguftin, * they thought the poffeflor of
the art of phyfick muft then be infpired.
“ Corporis medicina (fi altins rerum origines
“ repetas) non invenitur unde ad homines

* De Civ. Dei,
“ manare
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““manare potuerit, niff a Deo.” Hence they
conclude that THEY ALONE ought to be em-
powered with the adminiftration of medicines,
to the exclufion of any one elle whatever,
becaufe they will be thought to have, at a
great expence and coft, acquired great know-
ledge, fkill and abilities, in the theoretical part
of the art, in {chools and univerfities. But
if, to enhance the difficulty, {uperiority and
fublimity of that very art, they think it ne-
~ ceflary to alledge that Efeulapius, the inventor
of phyfick, never arrived before he died to the
perfedtion of it; and that his fucceffor Hyp-
pocrates, being himfelf come toa very old
age, was not athamed of confeffing the fame
in an epiftle to Democritus. 1f they are not
againft admitting likewife that, even now, it
requires an infinite deal of pains, labour, ex-
pence, trials, experiments and time, before
a man can be rightly, and duly, qualified for the
tafk, for a very good reafon they care not to
mention, and which I will produce for them,
viz. the field of difeafes is now become o ex-
tenfive, and fo far beyond what it ever was be-
fore, that every one of them, fingly confider-
ed, with its nature, caufes, times, tendencies,
fymptoms, diagnoftics and prognoftics, &,
might perhaps well occupy the whole life of

any
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any man, and fometimes that of feveral men
{ucceflively, before its proper, and truly effi-
cactous, antidotes are found out and difcover-
ed. If all this, I fay, be the cafe, does not
this moft evident conclufion refult, that the
man who turns * all his thoughts on the ftudy
of one fole difeafe, its caufe, {fource, principle
and antidote, and attends to no other what-
ever, is infinitely more likely to difcover a
true and efficacious remedy againft it, than
thofe who, forced to pra&tife on a larger {cale,
cannot beftow a fufficient time upen any in
particular, to inveftigate the true principles of
them all, and apply the proper prefervative
to a threatening diforder, or reftorative to a
determined one ! Is it not obvious that the
pofleflor of a certain particular medicine
againft one fingle particular diforder and its
kindred appendages, (or, as you may call it,

* 1t isto fuch highly meritorious difpofitions, in the
juftly celebrated Dottor ARMsTRONG, of Soho-Square,
we are every year indebted for the prefervation of thou-
fands of children, who, before him and the truly lauda-
ble inftitution of his DisPENsARY, ufed to fall a{acrifice
to the ignorance and ingptia of their mothers and nurfes,
in the treating of the diforders incumbent to that tender
age, in which, (efpecially among the lower clafs of peo-
ple) the dear innocent creatures are left to the mercy of
their erroneous diretions, their abfurd adminiftration,
to the evident danger of the poor infants’ lives, and the
decreafe of the buman fpecies.

con-
2
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confaguine diforders) he who fabricates and
prepares no other fort during all his life time,
ought certainly to be more verfed in the
manutention, more exaft, more {crupulous
and more ready, in the preparation and admi-
niftration of it; than thofe who, from morning
to night, are continually employed in com-
pofing hundreds of various fpecies, made up
of many different, oppofite and incompatible
drugs, for various diforders, and in the
greateft hurry, without being able to allow
themfelves the time of reflefting to avoid mif-
takes in the materials, and errors in the
dofing, or in the mode of adminiftering of
them?

On what principle, therefore, do the felf-cal-
ling regular-bred phyficians ground their pre-
tended prerogatives, and their fuperiority
over us venders of medicines? Did not that
fublime art, they fo much boaft of, begin
precifely in the very manner that we now do
exercife it! What were in their times thofe
famous phyficians we find {fo honourably re-
corded in hiftory ! Were they regular-bred
for treating of all forts of known or unknown,
poffible and impeffible diforders? Or, like us,
were they merely and folely poflefled each of
fome particular remedy againft certain parti-

C cular
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cular difeafes; which pofleflion, originated
from an accidental difcovery, or obfervation
and combination, and then properly applied,
had rendcred them renowned enough to make
them be fent for, and unboundedly rewarded,
when, luckily for them, the malady they
knew how to cure befel fome great perfonages
of their times ! Such, notwithftanding, was the
cale of Philippus, the phyfician of Alexvander ;
that of Zimocleas, and Nicias, who were thofe
of Pyrrhus ; {uch was that of Djofcorides, who
was the phyfician of Antony and Cleopatra ;
fuch was in fhort that of Archagatus, the firft
alien who, on account of his reputation that
way, was made free of Rome, &c, &c. For-
merly, one fingle phyfician did not take upon
himfelf, as they do now, to fyftematife and
differt boldly upon all forts of difordered ha-
bits of the body ; but, having made a ferious
ftudy of one particular diforder and of the
antidote againft it, praftifed no other branch
of the healing art.

Ix its infancy, therefore, it refults that phy-
fick was in its purer ftate, For, asthere was
no fpeculation yet, and as every medicine,
which ever was then adminiftered, was fo
upon fure grounds and an undoubted know-
ledge of itsefieéts, {o there were no rifks run,

nor



QUACKS aAxp tueir MEDICINES. 1y

nor experiments made, by the fons of gods of
that period, as there is now by thofe of our
days; and no one was by thofe facred hands
killed, as at prefent, fecundum artem. 1t is
to the corruption of the times, to the putre-
faction of the principles of fociety, to the in-
fatiable thirft ‘after riches, to the rapacious
hungrinefs, the ravenous greedinefs, the watch-
ful voracioufnefs of the few cunning of all
ages, 1n endeavouring to avail themfelves of
the dull and fleepy indolence of the ignorant
multitude, that we are indebted for that craf-
tinefs which is now found reigning among
the moft ufeful branches of arts and fciences,
of all kinds, and for the impenetrable veil of
myftery with which their fir# pofleflors never
fail to obfcure them, as foon as they begin to
be fenfible of the extent of their utility,

Is it a generous, candid, and difinterefted
love of mankind, and the prefervation of its

members, as you affe& to profefs it by words,
which induces yox, gentlemen of the faculty, to
decry ¢ all quacks, from Afeulapius to the pre-
““ fent, either as ignorant, or felf-convited im-
““ poflors, advertifing daily lies, whether mount-
““ ed on ftages, or riding in chariots 2” Is it the
true knowledge of the dignity of your pro-
feffion, and a fuperiority of underftanding in

C 2 its
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its practice, which make you rail {o vehe-
mently againft that pretented < evil fpirit of
“ quackery.” which, you fay, * is gone forth,”
and ¢ has poffeffed all orders of men among us,”
and which yon would like * #o lay, if you could,
“logether with every Demon of fuperflition and
“ error,that” youmay thereby ¢ reflore theworld
¢ totruthand nature 2”’—No,indeed.—Nofuch
purity of {fentiments exifts in you, more than
in any other of the incorporated private com-
panies. Lucre, gain, and profit, are the true
and only motives which infpire you that flow
of anathemas you beftow {o lavifhly upon
us. The fear that the cure of difeafes thould
become ealy, and might be performed by
every one at a {mall, or no expence, and thus
oblige you to lay down your own chariots,

eretted on, and fupported by, the credulity
of the ignorant, though wealthy, multitude,
15 the reafon why you foam in all your writ-
ings, your confultations, and private conver-

fations, againft the venders of medicines,
ready prepared fo cure what is not in your
power even fo attempt attenuating. Oh! aur
Jacra fames! quid non mortalia peiora cogis 2

Bur let us examine, without partiality,
the fat as it really ftands. What are, ftrictly
{peaking, thofe advertifed medicines? Are
e they
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they a compound of horfes dung and cows
pifs; or, as the more polite, though no lefs
contemptuous phrafe, is, a mixture of brick
duft and water, prepared by a parcel of dirty
ignorant coblers, {cavengers, and chimney-
{weepers, or fomething worfe if poffible, as
{ome would infinuate it ; and by them retailed
to the public as a {pecific to operate wonders,
and work miracles? NO: 1T 1S QUITE THE
REVERSE.—Firft, they are moftly compo-
fitions which unite the exterior neatnefs and
~ elegance, with the power, encrgy and efficacy
interiorly concentered. Secondly, they are
the fruit of the labours, ftudies, and expe-
rience of fome really learned phyfician of the
fo much boafted regularly-bred clafs; who,
after having himfelf ufed and adminiftered it
along while, with a never-failing {uccefs, at
laft fometimes gives it to a friend, or leaves it
in his family ; in either of which cafes it ge-
neraily becomes what is called a family-receipt,
and often keeps fo for the beft part of a cen-
tury, before it emerges into the world, and
i1s advertifed as a noffrum againft thofe very
diforders in particular, for the relief, attenua-
tion, or radical cures, of which, they origi-
nally were calculated by their firft inventors
and fabricators.  Such is, notwithftanding, in

fa&k,
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fa&t, the real origin of moft of the advertifed
medicines which, at this prefent time, are in any
repute.—Others, and many they are, origi-
nated from thofe venerable members of monaf
teries * who, far remote from the cares, the

vanity

* Witnefs the famous RoGer Bacon, an Englifh
Francifcan friar of the 13th century, diftinguifhed, on
account of his vaft learning and deep penetration in aftro-
nomy, chymiftry, mathematicks, &c, by the name of
Doclor Mirabilis.---1 have now in my pofleffion a very
old book, intituled The Triumphant Chariot of Antimony,
written by one Basin VALENTINE, a monk, of the
order of St. Bennet, who, from the context of his treatife,
appears whatever may be otherwife thought concerning
his extravagant enthufiafm in favour of the philofophical
Sone, to have been a very great chymift,---The bark, the
proper name of which is the Peruvian-bark, but better
known to the public by that of Fefuir’s-bark, isin faét owing
for its difcovery, to the focicty of that religious order,
and was made by mere chance and accident.  The ftory is,
as well as [ can remember, for [ am obliged here to quote
againfrorm memory, (and a very treacherous one it is fome-
times in matters of mere hiftorical faéts;) the ftory, I
fay, is, Thatoneof them, whowas ill of anague, being
dry, and near a pond, drank of that water and was cur-
ed.  Some how orother, a tree which was near the pond,
and hanging over it fo as to drop its leaves in it at the
time of fall, or projected its roots into it, I am not fure
which, was fulpeéted of impregnating the waters of that
pond with its own virtues, Trials were made, and the
tree found guilty of thofe qualities which ever fince prov-
ed fo falubrious to mankind ; for which crime it was
condemned to be, 1TseELF, and all thofe of 1Ts own
sPECIES, ftripped of its bark for ever to come after-
wards ; a fentence which has never failed fince to be
carefully put in execution. And the Fefuits having been
the firft difcoverers, preparers, venders, and importers
of that medicinal ingredient, it went by their name, under

I : which
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wmi.ty, and the diffipations of a corrupted
age, bind themfclves voluantarily to employ
the happy leifure of their fiill, calm, and
peaceful retreat or folitude, and devote their
time, their labour and their abilites, to ftudy

=

which it is better known than by its real one.---Aqua
MEeL1ss &, originally called EaAv-pEs-CARMES, 1s a
moft admirable cordial of very great and deferved repute,
compofed by the members of that religious order at Paris
where it firft originated, and whence it is circulated all
over Europe.---In 1747, one Friar CoMmE of the order
of the FEvILLANs in the Thuilleries at Paris, nvented
" an inftrument called Lithotéme-caché, for the operation of
the ftone in the bladder ; and this tkilful monk performed
feveral times this operation in prefence of the faculty,
and the moft eminent mafters and profeflors of the ichool
- of furgeons at Paris, with a dexterity and fafety which
did him infinite honour, and procured, for himf{elf and
his new inftrument, the greateft applaufe and intire ap-
probation of thofe gentlemen. See the French reviews
of that and the following years.---Such are in epitome
the proofs I can produce, from memory only, of my affer-
tion concerning monks giving themfelves up with a me-
ritorious application, and a noted fuccefs, to the theo-
retical ftudy, and the pra&ical art, of phyfick and furgery.
Were I to make good thole aflertions, I would dip into
fuch proper places for falts, and authenticated faéts, as
would foon be found undeniable ; and I would take care
to be fo particular, as to leave no room for the moft il-
literate in thofe matters to doubt what would be laid be-
fore him ; which method would, at the fame time, not
fail, I dare fay, to be produltive of a great many more
examples, But many of my readers being themfelves
acquainted with the fafts I have quoted, and a great
number living who have been eye-witneffes of fome of
the circumftances referring to the laft I have related, I
hope it will help to give me credit for the truth of what
[ advance from report only; though, I muft confefs, it
is fuch a one as I may, with confidence, rely on.

the
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the art of repairing the damages which vices,
intemperance, debauch, and luxury, bring
daily on the conftitution and lives of thofe
they left behind them in the world. There,
free and undifturbed, thofe pious votaries give
themf{elves up to all {orts of ftudies and avoca-
tions, according to the natural turn and dif-
pofition of their minds; and there is no art,
no {cience, and we might almoft fay, I be-
lieve, even no trade now extant, but what is
highly indebted for its improvement to the
decp meditations, trials, combinations, re-
fearches, experiments, and long praétice of
thofe cloifteral folitaries. Such, therefore, of
thefe as ever did, or now do give themlielves
up to the fiudy of phyfick, and daily pra&ife
it in their infirmaries, with an averred {fuccefs,
are not certainly regular-bred phyficians ; but,
can one fay, however, that they are lefs learn-
ed in the art than thofe who pique themfeves
upon that vain, that frivolous, that infigni-
ficant denomination ! Who will dare to al-
ledge it; to advance fuch an abfurdity? I
{ay, they do really, juftly, and pofitively pof-
fefs (without the fanction of an univerfity,
and without the futile ceremony of a regular,
unintelligible courfe of lectures, often as badly
digefted as they are negligently attended)

E".'EI'}_"
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every thing which ought to conftitute the tiue
phyfician, and are sucH in fa&, while the
other is only nominatim. What comes, there-
fore, from fuch hands cannot be queftioned
with refpet to the merit of the compofition,
the virtue of the ingredients it i1s made of, and
its real power and efficacy.—A few alfo, it
muft not be denied, may be the difcovery of
fome illiterate fellow, who could neither read
nor write ; a thepherd, a plough-boy, a fither-
man, &c. But, in this cafe, the great book
“of nature ftanding open before their eyes,
why fhould they not make ufe of it that way,
as well as a Fergufon did in aftronomy? And
why, if it thould {fo happen, that chance offer
them a vegetable, a mineral, an animal, or a
fpring, which, by an unexpeted accident,
they difcover to be invefted with a certain
power or virtue; why, I fay, fhould they
not be allowed to make ufe of it, when they
themfelves, or their friends, their neighbours,
or their relations, want to be relieved of the
fame, or a fimilar, evil they have found it
had the power to remove ? T'rueit is, in this
cafe, as it will not fail to be objected, that
~fuch virtues, erroncoufly dofed, improperly
adminiftered, and injudicioufiy prepared, may
do a deal cf mifchief inftcad of good. There-
D fore,
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fore, 1t will very readily be agreed to. But,
- at the fame  time, it muft be as impartially
an{wered, that thofe crude remedies never do,
nor can, in that imperfe& ftate, come to the
knowledge of the public at large, and that
they always keep within the narrow circle of a
few individuals in a village or two only, as the
very illiteratenefs and poverty of their difco-
verers, or pofleflors, is always a fure guard
enough, and a pretty infurmountable barrier,
againft their {preading by means of advertife-
ments. Therefore, whenever any of this fort
arrive to that pitch, it muft be through the
channel and medium of fome man of abilities
and judgment in thofe matters, who confe-
quently never fails, immediately and previ-
oufly, before he rifques his name, his repu-
tation and his fortune, to make fuch trials,
eflays, and experiments, as will afcertain to a
degree the dangerous, the doubtful, and the
ufeful qualities of the new remedy; and,
THEN, 1t becomes as fure and fafe a one as
any other whatever, of never fo old ftanding,
and of afcertained, or acknowledged, virtues,

SucH, however, or nearly {uch, are the
lources whence originate the advertifed medi-
cines, which {fo much excite the rancour, and
{iir

-
=
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ftir up the bile, of our proud, haughty, vain
and fuperb adverfaries, Now, I will alk an
impartial and candid reader, to tell me inge-
nuoufly, what he really thinks in his heart of
their affeGted declamations? Muft it not look
highly laughable, not to fay abfurd to the
greateft degree, to every one who hears, or
reads them, to fee how the bullets infallibly
and naturally retort upon them, fince 1t is
proved that none of thofe medicines, which
make the objeét of their {pleenful clamours,
now exift, but come direttly, or indirectly,
from themfelves.

To {upport this allegation, a few examples
perhaps will not be thought out of feafon.
Therefore, left I thould be fufpefted of too
much partiality, being myfelf a proprietor, 1
fhall not here inveftigate the pedigrees of my
own medicine, but take notice only of fome of
the moft reputable among thofe which, with
refpeét to the cenfures and {ufpicious inuendos
thrown on them by the faculty, fland under
the fame predicament as 1 have endeavoured
to remove and to deftroy.

In the London Difpenfatory we find the re-
ceipt of a certain balfum traumaticum among
¥z the
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the pharmaceutical preparations therein ap-
proved of, recommended and defcribed. Now,
would our readers imagine that this very me-
dicine is nothing but a certain Beaume du Com-
mandeur, of French extra&tion, known in dif-
ferent countries, and {fometimes in the very
{fame place, under the various names of Bal-
Samum  Perficum, Balfam of Berne, Wade's
Balfam, Friar's Balfam, Turlington's Balfam,
&c, &c?! Would one believe that, before
our learned and wrangling gentlemen gave it
that honourable {fanétion of admitting it among
their own compofitions, and thus, as it were,
to grant it letters of naturalization, this one
and the {fame medicine had been, in different
parts of the world, quackly kept as a fecret in
{everal private hands, and under various de-
nominations, for a great number of years :
till, at laft, its real merit, and acknowledged
virtues and qualities engaged one Pomet (a
French dottor) to give the receipt of it in
his Hiffoire des Drogues, whence the authors
and revifers of our London Difpenfatory hand-
ed it out, to dignify it with a place in their
San&uary ! And again, would one think it
credible that, though thus adopted by the
regular-bred phyficians, and fo publicly known
as the Difpenfatory makes it, this very me-

| dicine



QUACKS anp turir MEDICINES., 21

dicine thould continue ftill, however, under the
difguilc of very few and infignificant altera-
tions, to be advertifed and fold here in London
by two different proprietors, under the diftin&,
and above-mentioned, names of Turlington's
wnd Friar's Balfams, and be notwith{tanding in
@&k, nothing elle but the Balfamum Traumati-
sum of the thops ? If that of the fhops be a good
ind recommendable-medicine, can that of the
venders be a bad one? Our reafon, not our pre-
udice, 1s to guide us in this, and anfwer the
quefltion.

. BurT, this is notall. The fame cafe has hap-
sened to another Elivir of the invention of one
facos LEMorT ¥, a very great chymift, and
Jo&tor of phyfic of the univerfity of Levprw.

The

# LEMoRT’s name ought, in my opinion, to be written
L golden lctters, and never pronounced but with reve-
nee, was it for no other reafon but the invention of this
medy, though he was alfo of a vaft many others of
€at merit, (as may be feen in his chymical and medi-
dworks printed in quarto, at Leyden, 1696) fuch, for
@mple, as the clixir menfiruale, the Jefuif's dreps, ano-
er very valuable medicine, the elixir anodyuum, the
garticum, &c, &c.---Dr. Quincy was the means of
inging his effintia aftbmatica into repute in this coun-
f» by the encomiums he paffed on it, joined to his ob-
vations on the compofition ; for, he did not hefitate
~\1":3.]‘.5'. that ¢ there is not any compofition of our fhops to be
compared to it" in the intention it is ordered,” ---The
llege of phyficians did not give it a place in their

I difpenfatory
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The name he had given it, at the time, was
Elfentia Afhmatica. Now, it ftands adopted,
n|
d penfatory, till the laft reformation of it : in doing which,,
they have thought proper to throw, out ‘of its compnﬁ
tion, the loney, the liguorice, the tinéiure of faffron, and
the ﬁzi of tartar. But, if they mean this fuppreffion ag
an improvement wmth}r of their High Mightine[fés, 1 fay)
that, in my fimple quality of brother quack, 1 could pro-
pof{: another, which feems to me of no lefs confequence
than theirs, and which, I am furprifed, to have efcaped
their notice, Here it is.---Thf:y have ordered reétified
fpirit of wine. This, I allow, is the proper menfiruum
for the oil and camphire; but, by no means, is it 2
proper one for the cxr_n& of opium ; which, on accounti
of its gummy nature, cannot be fc} compleatl}r diflolved!
in that {pirit, as it would be in water; as a proof off
which, 1 {.w that they themfelves have direfted the crude
opium to be i.hi efied in water, in order to make the
thebaic extraél, or flrained opium, ufed 1n this very elixira
Therefore, the w ay I would propofe, to make this com-
pofition, would be thus. Diffolve the camphire, ben-
zoine and oil, ina pint of {pirit of wine : and, the extralf|
of opium, ]J} itfelf, in a pint of water, Let them ftand|
t‘l.hnt}r-mm hours, then mix together; and, after ftand-
ing twenty-four hours more, filter. By this mean, the
ingredients will be infinitely better fufpended.  Fabricando
Jit faber, faysthe old adage; and true it is enough : for,
praftice alone and caref ful ¢ examens, in repeated operations,
can produce real improvements. Not to fpeculation, in-
deed, but to various trials, eflays, and afiduous labours,
am 1 indebted for the Jew improvements I have made in
fome compofitions.---This valuable remedy is the moft
counterfeited of any, among all the advertifed medicines.
And the reafon is obvious. A good many individuals,
it is hoped, die, in an old age, who have been prudent and
cautious f:nmwh during their life, to avoid thofe irregu-
larities which procure the feurvy, the gout, the pox, the
rheumatifms, &c, &c, but none, in this bappy ifland,
' wher&
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in our Difpenfatory, under that of Elivir Pa-
regoricum, or, Paregoric Elixir ; that is to {ay,
emollient,

where the air is not the moft falubrious in all Europe,
ever die, at any age, and in any condition, from the
King to the beggar, but had more than once conghs and
colds, and fome of their appendages. Whence comes the
temptation, in the breaft of fome people, who envy the
apparent profits they think the proprictors of advertifed
~ medicines reap of their compofitions, and who have none
of their own to advertife, hence, [ fay, arife their defire of
venturing the fame carrier; to do which they think none
fitter than that, the merit of which is moft unqueftioned,
and the patientsfor which are more plentiful, Thefe precife-
ly are the advantages which attend LEMORT’s elixir, and
every one is willing to have the fale of it, without {eeming
to rob one another, nor propofing an old and well known
remedy. Then, they new chriften it, and difguifeit with
various colours; fome put Spanifh liquorice, to make it
black ; red faunders, to make it red ;‘faffron, to make
it yellow, &c, &c. Others, to difguile 1t ftill better, put
a” cood dofe of the refin of benzoine, or the bajam of
Folu: the effet of either of which is, that when you put
a tea-fpoonful of it in a glafs ot water for ule, according
to prelcription, it turns that water white like milk, con-
formably (as we have obferved fomewhere ellc in this
pamphlet) to the natural property of all refines and re-
finous fubftances,---So, that the buyer is really taken 1n,
and fancies he has purchafed fome new, more cfficacious
remedy than any of previous exiftence ; while 1t 1s no
other than that which he could have got next door, or
that other again he had yefterday, from another advertifer.
But, after all, of wHAT confequence is that deception
to the public > Of NoNE, to be fure.’ If this remedy be
the fame as that other which belongs to the other pro-
prietor, it muft produce the fame good effefts.  Then the
cuftomers indeed divide, It is true again. But then the
elder proprietor only, and no one clfe, is hurt: becaufe

Was
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emollient, {oftening, foothing, or comforting ;
from wapyyopice folatium, deletlatio, obleciamen-
tum, or wmapyyopicos confolandi, few leniend,
vim habens. And it is not improper to ac-
quaint the public, that the ingredients it is
compofed of, are fo perfeétly conform to the de-
nomination of the context, fo benign and ef-
feGtual in colds, coughs, afthmas, confump-
tions and any fuch other obfiruétions of the
lungs and breaft, that all thofe various reme-
dies, daily advertifed by private perfons, or the
beft and moft reputable chymifts and doctors,
fuch as ———'s balfam of honey, chymical
drops, lozenges, effence of colt’s jfoot, &c, &c,
&ec, are nothing elfe but this very elivir com-
bined with the infignificant addition of fome
unneceflary drug, to difguife it and alter its
form, whence they take the name they give
it. This fpecies of fraud they pradtife with
no other view but to have an opportunity to

was not this newly advertifed medicine the fame, and of
courfe as good, as his; thofe who purchafe the new would
have purchafed theold, and his now finking profits would
have been, by fo much, greater. But what is all this to the
public ? Nothing, nothing; abfolutely nothing at all.
An old axiom of the Fus Romanum was; Confulere utilitati
publice, prima Lex efto.  Let this law always be that allo
of our nation, and we fhall foon find the benefit of it,

by being more happy, iz fall, than we are in [peculation.

publifh,
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publith, with fuccefs to their purpofe a well-
known and fafe remedy, better than which
none they can find, as if it were a noffrum of
their own invention. A circum{ance, or
rather a fcheme, which, by the bye, we muft
know, attends moft of the remedies of ac-
knowledged and authenticated merit and vir-
tues,

In the laft century, an imprudent ufe of
the Peruvian bark having been attended with
bad -::r:-nfequences, bad brought this valuable
remedy into difeficem, difrepute, and difirace,
fo that it was intirely. rejected from the prac-
tice of phyfic, and no one would any more
have any thing to do with it. About the
fame time, one Sir Rebert Talbot, an Englith
gentleman who refided at Paris, had acquired
fuch a prodigious reputation, on account of
the furprifing {uccefs he met with, in his prac-
tice, by the adminiftration of a certain medi-
cated wine of his own preparation, that Lewrs
X1V  ordered a large fum of money to
be offered to Sir Robert, for his fecret: that
fo fingular a remedy might not be lnﬂ but,
on the contrary, communicated to the public,
and become ferviceable to the community,
The purchafe was made: and Tur~, what did
the {o famous medicine prove to be ? Nothing

E but
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but the poor old difcarded dark itfelf. And
where, therefore, did the merit lie? Was it
in a different, 3 new, a more {fenfible, more
rational mode of }]I‘f_p‘u‘mg this vegetable, a

ethed better {uited to its conftituent quahtles ;
No: not atall. What then? In the mERre
method of managing 1t, the fole procefs of
adminiftration. By this mean, the medicine
retrigved its loft charafter: by this mean it
has kept it up, and preferved it, to this day,
to the great bencfit of mankind. Could not

this be the cafe of many pntmded quack me-
dicines ? No doubt of it.  For, in fa&, had

not the truly m']mmndm le, the much worthy
;;fizrzimtiun, generclity of the French Monarch
{icpt forth in this circamftance, and had this
remedy been kept {ccret in the hands of Sir
Robert h mie]f and then in thofe of his Jineal
d{ﬂfniuns. or fome of his friends, the fuc-
cefs bad certainly not difcontinued to attend
the ufe of the remedy; nor, perhaps, had
eiter the bark itfelf difcontinued to be, at this
very time, condemned as a dangerous, a pernicis
ous, even as 3 down-right poilonous, drug.
OnEg example more, of frefher date, and I
have done.—When the late Marfhal Saxe
commanded the French army in Germany,
during the war before Jaft, a certain Keyfer, of
German
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German extra&ion, but furgeon to a French
marching regiment, finding that almoft the
whole army was fired with the poifon of the
venereal diforder, and that the long procefs;
ufually cbferved by the faculty in {uch cafes,
could never do with foldiers and officers, who
were inceffantly harafled by the fatigues of
war, thought it his duty to contrive a method
for contrating all the beneficial qualities and
- properties of mercury in {o {mall and commio-
dious a compafs as to be adminiftered to his nu-
merous patients, and make them reap all the
advantages of it, without any interfering with
the duties of their profeffion. He luckily,
then, invented fome pills (which he denomi-
nated Dragées) by means of which he perform-
ed the moft furprifing cures, and faved the
lives of many hundreds of his Sovereign’s {fub-
je&s from the knife of corrupted venery, and
fince acquired, before his death, aconfiderable
fortune in Paris, during the following peace.
Thefe pills found alfo their way into this coun-
try in his life time, and fiace have continued
to be fold and prepared in England, upon the
principles of their author, by the hands of the
fame perfon, who fir@ imported them: and,
if we judge by the uninterrupted feries of ad-
vertifements, which, for thefe twelve or four-

teen years paft at leaft, have daily been infert-
E'2 ed
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ed in our news-papers, we may readily fuppofe
they muft have met * with not very indiffe-
rent a fuccefs, thus to encourage their adver-
tifer to keep up fuch a certain ExpﬂnCE.“—'NﬂW,
here 13, as we fee, another + guack medicine,
which 1s the fruit of the invention of a
regular-bred Doltor, and is patronized by
another of the {ame ftamp, in our days, and

* Tfind thefe pills have come to fuch a height of repu- -
tation, that they are fent even into lreland and America,
‘Thefe pills are made, 1 know, of calcined mercury, Dr.
FAvLCK, in his late treasife on the medical qualities of mercury,
page 65, has been rather fevere upon them. As for m
part, I am fairly of opinion, that they really have more
merit than he is pleafed to allow them. ~ VA~ SwizTEN,
phyfician to the court of Vienna, and Sir Jouwn Prin-
G LE, here, after hir, have both, it is true, introduced the
folution of f{ublimate in brandy or molaffes fpirits among
the foldiers, as KEvserR did his Dragees; and I be-
iieve 1t was found better than thefe. This is the only
realonable argument, if it be one, which can be made
againft the Frenchman’s pills, as liquids always mix in
the blogd better than folids.

t Is not Grass’s Magnefia Alba, a preparation of
that earth, moft exquifitely fuperior to any of thofe we
had betore, and are itill found, inthe fhops. However,
though of the greateft merit, none of thofe fhops will
ever ufe it they continue to fell Gieir impure one; and
the anthor of this clegant purification was, neverthelefs,
a regular-bred furgeon, who lived and died in the heart
of one our molt celehrated univerfities hardly noticed, or
ever employed, even in his profeffion.---He was an ad -
vertifer of medicines, therefore a guack, therefore defpifed
by his brethren.---But, in compeniation for this,” he ‘was,
as ever le will be, blefled by many a mother, for the faving
of her dear infant from the claws of death.

under
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under our own eyes.—The firft had been re-
gularly bred to the bufinefs, fince he belonged
to a regiment in France, for which he muft
neceflarily have attended all the courfes of
{urgery and anatomy at St. Colme, befides the
hofpitals. The latter is publicly known and
avowed here to be a regular-bred phyfician:
and a man of fortune and property ; who has
not been athamed of expofing his name in fup-
port of that guack medicine nor of prote&ing
it aguinft the virulent afperfions of his brethren;
although in France, during all Keyfer’s life,
envy never ceafed to foam and fpatters againit
the pills, as it now coatinues to do ftill, both
there and here. But, was it a bad remedy,
they would not rage fo violently againft it.
Having nothing to fear from the fuccefs, they
would not take notice of 1t; they would not
even mention it. The vender of it himfelf
would foon have dropped the {cheme of pro-
moting its fame, had he found his purle impair-
ing by the expence of advertifing, without
feeing a proper return ebbing back, in com-
penfation for his large flowings. It is then
evident to the blindeft genius, to the moft ob-
tufe capacity, that it is not, as they wouid
make us believe, a true and difinterefted love
for mankind and the good of fociety, which
make the faculty rave fo much againft what

1 ThE}'
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they are pleafed to call guack medicines; but,
only and truly, the fcle difpleafure of fecing
the art of healing growing fo eafy, and their
confequence finking in proportion. They {ee,
with an aching heart, in the increafe and
multiplicity of fuch fuccefsful medicines, the
portending harbinger of an immenfe, and nigh
hovering, decreafe of their revenues ; which,
like thofe of certain other craft-mafters of fome
more dignity, have no other foundation but
the credulity, the imbecillity, of an uncautious
and blunt-eyed multitude,

As it was a recent fa@, tranfaed before
our own eyes, within a few years, 1 had in
this caufe a good opportunity of bghting that
of almoft all others, which now exift, and the
origin of which, timugh not, perhaps, {o
well authenticated, may neverthelefs be as
good. Befides, this account moft evidently
points out the ‘true occult fource whence
fprings that inveterate enmity which our much
boafted regular-bred phyficians bear to every
advertifed medicine.  So that now fuch an ex-
ample 1s enough to open the eyes of the public
upon their conduct, and fet at nought all the
moit fpecious, and beft worded, declamations
they may henceforth prefer againft thofe which

i

either exift already, or which may ftart up at
any
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any other future time.—Oh! Sons of Gods of
our days! How far do you thew yourfelves
from elevated fpiritualty ! How much addic-
tion and adherence, on the contrary, to mate-
riality do you betray to a fenfible beina ! What
low, mean, and vile felfithnefs! What in-
terefted views do you difcover to candid and
indifferent obfervers? Since, becaufe an effica-
cious remedy is not left in your hands, but
“pafles into thofe of fuch as will adminifter it
to the afflicted, without the fees of confulta-
tion, at a fiftieth part of what vou would
charge it, you had ratker fee all your patients
die without affiftance, than it be faid you have
recommended fuch a remedy to them, or ufed
it your{elves in any of your prefcriptions. Taz-
te ne animis celeflibus ire !

NorwITHSTANDING ; (would any one be.
lieve it? And, what a contradi&ion!) Innu-
merable almof} are the guack medicines which,
either pofitively coming from regular-bred
phyficians, or from other quarters, have how-
ever fo far gotthe better of their oppofition as
to meet with their general approbation, be
recommended by them, and even admitied in
their repofitory. For, befides thofe already
taken notice cf, we have got again, as ftanding
ones, thatis to fay, ftill {fold and advertifed

n
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in the quack mahner, and neverthelefs. recom-
mended by the faculty, Dafy’s Elizir *, the.
Beaume de Vies Dr. Fames’s Powders, Stough-
ton’s Drops %, Dr. Anderfor’s Pills, (now under
the appellation of Scolch Fills,) the Vinegar
of the Four-Thieves, &c, &c, &c.

In fpeaking of this 1aft, efpecially, I cannot
help taking this notice of 1t, that 1t has a fin-
gular merit in being effeGtually the real con-
trivance of four French regues, who, during a
peftilence which raged in their country, found
means to rob all the fick, and plunder ali the
houfes, without ever catching the leaft {ymptom
of the infe@ion, and that owing only to this fe-
cret, antipefiilcatial preparation of their own
contrivance, the publication of which was
made, at their trial, the price of their lives.
—Now, whether or not, they were men of
literature, fkill, abilities, and theoretical or
experimental knowledge in the pharmaceutical
art, 1 fhall not think of contending here,
Neither {hall I, in order to enhance {till more

PR

#* Darry’s ELixIR is concealed in the Thops under
the appcuutmn of Tindlure of Scuna,

+ Thefe Drops inhabit allo the fhops i#cog, under
the name of the bitier Tinélure, :

the
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the merit of the invention, aflert that they
- were only fome dirty villains, according to
the idea their profeflion conveys in this
country, judging from a comparifon with
~ that fort of people who in England foliow
the trade of thieves, foot-pads, robbers, houfe-
breakers, and pick-pockets. Too many and
too fatal examples have we got, and do we
meet with, indeed, every day in our own
country, of people of higher rank and more
exalted ftation engaged in the fame bufinefs
“and way of life, though not {o much falling,
by the mode of tranfadtion obferved in the
practice, within the letter of the law, and
* thereby not fo direttly amenable to the cog-
nizance of the magiftrates, the verdi&t of a
jury, and the fentence of a judge. The bad
. opinion, which experience and cool refle€lion,

on the prefent ftate of our manners, and the

. corruption of our morals, as well as on the

* tranfadtions of fociety in thefe our days, in-
. duce me to entertain of the a&uating princi-
E_,ples of many individuals, is fuch indeed as to
leave but little room to doubt that they would,
. comparatively {peaking, almoft ftrip their bro-
. ther of his property, could they do it with

Therefore, there is no caufe why

* {afety
" we fhould think that a lucky chance, a for-
B tuitous

=,

T

i
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tuitous hap, procured to four IGNORANT
rogues this happy antipeftilential prefervative;
and there is a much greater reafon to think,
that it is the fruit of the deep and long pre-
meditated combinations of four ABLE and IN~
GENIOUS CONFEDERATES, whofe heads the
calamitous circumftance of the times had put
to work. For, intereft is the greateft promo-
ter, the moft powerful fpur of induftry. And
man, the moft ravenous fpecies of the animal
kingdom, is fo felfithly prone and addiéted to
avarice, that, in general, nothing could pre-
vail upon him to do the leaft good or fervice
to his fellow creatures, was HE kimfelf to deduce
no fort of dire&, or indire&, perfonal advan-
tage whatever from the deed.

BuT, to put an end to this defence of the
guack medicines, and be convinced of their real
and intrinfical merit, it {uffices to obferve,
that notwithftanding all the railing -and fcur-
rilous language ufed againft them, no lefs
than rive of them,* if not more, have po-
fitively been received in the laft London Dif-

¥ Thefe five medicines are, Elixir of Vitricl, the Pa-
regoric, t_hc: ?::-rj'c'l.wgrr:-rz’.:, or friar’s Balfam, the Tinfture

of Peruvian Bark, and that of Cardomoms, :
penfatory
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penjfatory ;5 which is the greateft proof which
can poffibly be given that guacks, and their
medicines, deferve not all in general (what-
ever may be the peccata of a few in particular)
that cenfure pafled upon them by the public,
nor the malevolent alperfions thrown againft
them by the faculty ; nomore than thefe laft,
whatever may be the real merit of {fome very
few among the many, deferve not arL the
encomiums which are beftowed on them, the
confidence the public has repofed in them, nor
the {ublime charatter they affume, and they
would make us believe to be due zo them.

- Tuere remains nothing now but to ex-
amine feriouvfly whether or not Two certain
mgredients, of the mineral kingdom, which
have lately met with {fome misfortune, and
the beft, moft effe¢tual and efficacious how-
ever, of the known, and actually difcovered,
remedies, are truly ftained with that blemifh
which 1s imputed to them ; and whether they
merit that ftrong and detrimental prejudice
which the generality feem to have now imbibed
againft them.—MEeRrcury and ANTIMONY
are the two objeéts here in view, and are go-
ing to be {ubje& of the following difquifition.

F2 SECTION
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W 3
ShE LT QLN 1I.
Ox MERCURY anxp ANTIMONY.

THERE are three ¥ very powerful me-
dicines which are compofed of MERCURY, viz.
the fublimate, the calcined Mercury, and the
yellow Mercury Emetic, otherwife Turbith Mi-
neral.— T he {ublimate is the only one hither-
to known which has the peculiar property of
dlﬂulvmg Equally well in any hqmd you can
put it into, let it be fpirit of wine, vinegar,
‘mere water only, or any thing elfe whatever.
By this mean it acquires that fuperior advan-
tage to be rendered a much fafer remedy than
any of thofe other forts of preparations which,
refufing themfelves to diffolution, cannot be

* A fourth might perbaps, with great propricty, be
added to thole three, viz. Mercurius duleis, or, dulcified”
Mercury, an exc r.,ﬂwel}r good medicine thc-ugh no lefs
a rank poifon, than all the other preparations of Mer-

cury, therefore requefting a wery judicious hand to be ad-
miniftered with i’a[u.\.

I given
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given in any other fhape, or form, but in pow-
ders, pills, &c.

THE reafon is obvious; and, every f{en-
fible being will, eafily, conceive that, by
making up pills, which is done by an admix-
ture of {ome other ingredients, in order to com-
pofe a kind of pafte, there may, nay there
muft unavoidably, follow an uncertainty in
the divifion of each of thofe thus intermixed
ingredients, which being the cafe, with refpeét
to that chief aé&ive one,cannot but be attended
with dangerous confequences. For, this un-
certainty muft neceffarily be produdive of ine~
quality in the dofing of that moft eflential
article of the compoft: whence it may happen
that one pill fhall have three grains of it to it-
{elf alone, while another fhall have but one,
and the other very likely none atall, or, nearly
none.

Ox the contrary, a liquid is infinitely more
fufceptible of the moft accurate preparation.
It may be corre&ed to a pofitive certainty, and,
therefore, taken with the greateft fecurity,
and without any the leaft apprehenfion or
fear.,

ANOTHER
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AxorHER ftrong obje&tion againft Mer-
curial, Antimonial, or any other pills, is again
this. ‘They are apt to lay in the {ffomach un-
active * for a great while, until fome liquid
of an acid quality comes down, and then fets
immediately the whole in aftion. This ob-
{fervation is fupported by the opinicn of the
very learned Dr. Huxnam himfelf, who, in
his Treatife on Antimony, takes notice of this
circumftance, and very ftrongly expatiates on
the fuperior advantage an impregnated liquid
has over a folid compofition, and the much
greater fafety which attends the taking of the
former, as it ¢ readily mixes,” fays he, ¢ with
“ the bloed and animal humours, and pafles
¢ off {o freely and eafily through all the out-
¢ Jets of the body, that it may be given with
« {afety, and repeated with {uccefs, fawo, three,
“ oreven four times in twenty-four hours in
¢ fmall dofes, and fo continued for days to-
¢ gether. Whereas the fo/id—preparations
‘ are very uncertain in this operation, foine-
‘ times lying a long time in the ftomach and

B N N

* I think, notwithflanding, this objeftion, however
well 1t may {uit Mereurial preparations in general, is not
quite fo firéily applicable to fubiimate 3 as this is of its na-
ture too aétiveto Jay long dead in any one’sbody ; the natu-
ral warmth of which 1s full {ufiicient alone to fet it in
motion,

¢« bowels,
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“ bowels, before they exert any fenfible effeét ;
‘““and then at once irritating with {fo much
“ violence and obftinacy that an Hy-
¢¢ percatharfis * {ometimes, all at once and
¢ unexpectedly, comes on, efpecially on drink-
“ing a glafs of wine, cyder or other vege-
¢ table acids. Befides,” continues the fame
author, ¢ when medicines are given in fub-
¢ ftance, they muft firft undergo a diffolu-
“ tion in the ftomach, before they can pafs the
¢ Jacteals, and be mixed with the blood, fo
¢ as to aft as alteratives, diaphoretics, &¢,”

Turs fage obfervation of Huwham muft
then hold good with refpect to mercurial liguid
and folid preparations, and eftablifh pc:werfuliv
the fuperiority 1 have advanced that the one is
pofiefled of over the other.

Hypercatharfis, from vaep fupra, prater, and xafapms
urgatio, thercrmc Jfupra modum purgatio, that is to fay,
a violent over and above purging.---This explication of
hard words we have thought neceflary, whenever there
occured any in this pamph]et, to facilitate the under-
ftanding of it to the ladies who may happen to read it, and
by whom indeed it 1s our with it may be perufed, as well
as by the ddepts, or, otherwife, thole who think and
<all themfelves, and generally are confidered as, cem-

pleatly fkiiled in all the fecrets of the Phyfcal art,

Now,
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Now, it is no lefs certain that fublimate,
and all other mercurial preparations, may be
increafed and decreafed in their virulent qua-
lities ad libitum. You may corre@, for ex-
ample, the corrofive fiblimate to {fuch a degree,
that all its virulent powers fhall be quite de-
firoyed and annihilated, as in the powder
called the avhite precipitate of Mercury; a
powder well known among the ladies, for its
efficacious virtue, in defiroying that lictle
animal which, fo commonly infefts children’s
heads.  lts innocence muft be great, fince it is
uled {o freely with children’s heads, even at
an age when their fountain 1s ftill quite wide
open; and its efficacy muft be very little infe-
rior toits innocence, fince one fingle thimble-
full mixed with common farch-powder at
the time of dreffing, will be found quite fuffi-
cient to operate the fame effe& in adults lying
under the fame predicament.

O~ another band; fublimate may be ren-
dered fiill more corrofive than it is by itfelf,
by making the following experiment. B.
Take half a drachm of {ublimate, which dif-
folve in one ounce of redtified fpirit of wige
in a glafs mortar,  Next, pour it on a plate

and fet it on fire; the fpirit will burn out
and
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and leave after it the fublimate, which will
appear as a thin pulp, fpread over the plate,
Add now a gill of common water, and grind
1t again with the peftle in the mortar as before.
If you put a little of that mixture on a knife, or
a thilling, it will inftantaneoufly fiain either
as black as coals, and much more than any
other preparation of the fame ingredient,

ANoTHER experiment. With a moderate
addition of any alkaline {alt, you will always
correct the fublimate at pleafure: fo that, if
you carry that addition to a certain degree,
beyond proportion, you may thereby deftroy

1ts corroding power intirely,—But, by adding

to this laft mixture of deftroyed fublimate an
acid liquid, you will revive all the ina&ive
acrimony- of the fublimate, and reflore it to
its prime ftate as it was before. Becaufe the
acid liquid is a menftruum which loads it-
felf with all the particles of falt, and abforbs
them without affe&ting the fublimate, which,
then forfaken by the falt, and rid of the en-
cumbrance of its parts, recovers the free altion
of its own. Thus it is that what was a poi-
fon juft now, is no more {o at prefent, and
the next moment may be made a poifon
again.— W hence I conclude that, though /-

G limate
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limate has been fo much exclaimed againft, of
late, yet it is neverthelefs the beft and the
{afeft of all mercurial medicines, wueN, (I
muft confefs) it is in judicious hands, and
adminiftered to -patients who will firitly ad-
here to the prefcrintions of the adminiftrator,
who, undoubtedly, beft knows the nature and

quality of what he gives, and the regimen it
requires, during the perufal.

SoME weak geniufes make their appearance
now and then, who, in compliance to the
prejudices and circumftances of the time, have
the foible of advertifing their medicines as def-
titute of Mercury, Antimony and other unfor-
turate mineral, or vegestable, which for the
time may happen to be in difgrace: while, at
the {fame time thefe ingredients are the very
foundation of their medicines, and they could
not manufatture them without that portion
of their receipts.  They forget that there isno
medicine, of any note or efficacy, which does
not carry its particular charaéteriftic along
with it; a chara@eriftic which will always
be found out either by the fmell, by the tafte,
by the effeéts, or by the trial they can be put
to: and that, therefore, a mere aflertion, or de-
claration, that fuch or fuch an ingredient does

not
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not enter into the compofition of fuch a me-
dicine is not encugh to be credited, Thus,
for example, Camphire, Hemlock,and Cinnamon,
will be difcovered by the f{inell: though
GooD (affia, indeed, will very nearly give
the fame oder as this laft. Jalap, befides
its well known purgative quality, will be
found out by its burning difagreeable tafte
in the throat, Cantharides by their occafion-
ing a firangury in the urinary paflfage when
the dofe is pretty firong ; and, if weaker, by
its producing a conftant defire of making
water, which foon brings on a diabetes.
Thus, pills made of fublimate, if rubbed on
a fhilling will ftain it black ; and Mercury,
if given in firong draughts will particularly
affect the mouth. 'Though I muft not deny,
I have allo known patients who complain of
all the {ymptoms * which are found to affe&®
the mouth after Mercury has been taken,
though no fort of medicine at all had been
adminiftered to them, which affection was

intirely and folely owing to a mere {corbutic
habit of their body.

~* Confirmed by the anfwer and declaration of Sur-
geon BROMFIELD to Serjeant GLyYNN; as may be
iem p. 41. L. 11. of Mifs Butterfield’s trial. 'Which fee

G 2 Bur,
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Bur, to return to what I faid b_efurﬁ, and
continue to prove how ingredients are difco-
vered by experiments: fuppofe a medicine
be compofed of refins, for example; as thefe
are only diflolved in {pirits, the trial is made
by pouring fome of the compofition into a
glafs of water, it will turn all into a milky
white liquor. Even a nutmeg, if powdered
and infufed in {pirit of wine, that infufion
will produce the fame effeé as foon as mixed
with water, So that thofe who are a little
converfant with the materia medica, will never
be at a lofs to pronmounce what are the chief
ngredients any medicine is generally compof-
ed of, as to its bafis, though they will not
be able to determine precifely as to the re-
{petive quantity which every article bears, in
proportion to each other. Though the 4a-
timercurialifis may pronounce that ingredient
to exift in a medicine, it is not a reafon, by
any means, why {uch a medicine thould be ob-
jetted to. For, as I faid before, fince a very
{mall matter may alter and corre& the Jub~
limate in particular, fo as to make it a fafe
remedy, when adminiftered even in double
and treble the quantity, which, otherwife and
without that corre@ion, might be given, it
refults that no reafonable cenfure can be paf-

{ed
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fed againft a compofition, becaufe it proves
to contain that fort of ingredient.

I courLp have withed to avoid entering
into all thefe particulars: but, 1 was rather
compelled, by the nature of the fubje&, to
make thefe previous obfcrvations as they en-
able me to convince people that, in general,
there is in minerals, befides their trattability in
the management, a virtue infinitely greater
in power, and {uperior in quality, to that
which is difcovered in vegetables; and 1 had
thereby an opportunity to prove that the
former may be fo prepared as to be taken with
all the fafety one can wifh for, efpecially when
they are in judicious hands, who know how
to prepare and ufe themn This, therefore,
will not now, I fuppofe, be denied. But,
they will obje&t again another thing; they
will fay that generally it is quite the reverfe,
and that they are moft commonly fabricated,
prepared, and adminiftered, by unfkilled per-
fons, and taken in medicines the nature and
compofition of which the patients are totally
unacquinted with, or ignorant of.—I1 am
willing, for one moment, to admit the faét
but, at the fame time, I muft declare I am of
opinion the obje@tion is not a bit the bet-
ter grounded ; and I will prove it.

- First;
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FirsT; with refpect to the former part of
the charge, we have already proved, I believe,
in the beginning of this pamphlet, that, pro-
vided the medicine is a good one in itfelf,
and comes originally from fome able hands,
or head, from fome of the firfl-rate phyfi-
cians (as there ever were, are now undoubt-
edly, and will always be a few in all coun-
tries and in all ages) it does not {ignify a bit
of,a firaw by whom it is now prepared and
vended. The actual proprietor, preparer or
vender, as you pleafe to call him, has nothing
to do but to follow implicitly, firiGtly and
flavifhly the receipt he has inherited, or which
was delivered to him at the time of his put-
chafe, and both mE and the PUBLIC are fafe
cnough—The public is Jafe, becaufe he is
fure of purchafing a good, efficacious and tried
medicine: and the other js Jafe likewife, be-
caufe he is fure of meeting with fuccefs and
cncouragement, 1in proportion as the repeated
cures, performed by means of the remedy, lay
every day more and more {olid foundations
for its fame and reputation.—There is this
very plain, and, however, true obfervation to
be made on advertifed medicines, viz, That
all the treafures of Peru beftowed in adver-
tifements and puffings of a bad medicine, in

3 il
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ifelf bad, abfolutely bad, will not avail one
farthing towards its fale. It muft fall, and it
wirL fall, in {pite of all the redoubled efforts
and endeavours of PLuTus, and of the God-
defs of oratery. Therefore, a medicine of long
ftanding muft, of courfe, bea good one, /o
Jaéto, and in {pite of all the clamours of ma-
lice-and envy. The ignorance of the craft-
man can thérefore be no argument againft the
intrinfical merit, virtue and {afety of the re-
medy, aslong as he i1s not the inventor of it.
And its {ole {uccefs is and muft be at any time
a {ure warrant of its preconifed efficacy.

As for the {fecond part of the objection, con-
cerning the patients being unacquainted with
the nature and the compofitions of fuch medi-
cines, it is no objection at all, or, at moft,
it is a very laughable one: for, who ever is
the patient who requires his phyfician, or
apothecary, to give him the receipt of the
draughts which are brought to him from the
fhops? And, notwithftanding, it would be
much more rationable in him{elf, his friends,
or his attendants, to infift upon fuch an infor-
mation; as many a miftake, and many an
error have been committed, fometimes through
the Qurry, and more often through the igno-

rance
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rance of the fervants of thofe thops, which
have killed the patients inftead of relieving
them.—TZhrough lurry, miftakes have been
committed, by putting a wrong label round
the neck of a bottle, and thus ordering a mix-
ture to be taken by draughts, which thould
have been taken by fpoonfuls only, or by .
{poonfuls which fhould have been taken by
drops, &c.——Through ignorance, innume-
rable miftakes and errors, have been, and
daily are committed in the fhops by fervants,
prentices and thop-men taking out of a wrong
pot, or bottle, and {fending a rank poifon to
patients which kill them almoft {uddenly, with
the draught in their mouth, before one haif
has had time to get down their throat.——
‘Thele accidents never did, NEVER CAN happen
with the venders of advertifed medicines.
They know too well the ingredients they
are to make ufe of, if they even know no
other whatever in the whole materia medica,
And thofe they ufe always are the very beft
of the fort which can poffibly be got for
money, without any regard to the price; and
their remedics are compofed with the greateft
care, the moft {fcrupulous attention to the .
Jormule, or prefcriptions of the inventor.
Contrary to this, the draughts which are

compofed
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compofed in the thops are too often made of
old, fale, and fill more ‘often, Jpurtous,
drugs, which are fubfiituted for the good and
genuine ones, either through a fpirit of
lazinefs, which permits them not to put them-
felves at the trouble of preparing * the right
fort, or through a fordid {pirit of intereft,
becanfe the profits accruing from the falfe and
fpurions ingredients are more confiderable.
Such is their little care for the difference be-
tween the efficacioufnefs of fome, and the
defeéls of the others!

THEREFORE it is now evident that the ad-
vertifed medicines, when originated from good
hands, muft be infinitely preferable; fince
they have all the advantages which compofi-

* Can any one of them deny (efpecially thefe of thie
country) that inftead of diftilling their anafeed, mint,

‘pepper-mint, cinnamon, juniper, &c, &, &c, waters,

they only t«ke very often a few drops of the effential
oil of thofe plants, mix it with a little fugar and reQified
fpirit of wine, and pour common water upon it, then ufe
it, where the diftilled water of either is required. This
bafty preparation never mixing well with the common
water with which it is made, on account of the hetero-
geneous particles of this laft and thofe of the effential
otl, which is found always fwimming on the top of the
other in little bubbles, it is evident the expected effe&
cannot be obtained from it. Wil they call that condu&
an honeft one ?

H tions
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tions can have, viz. the greateft care and ac-
curacy n the making up, and the choiceft of
ingredients which can be obtained from the
hands of mother Nature, and procured by dint
of money from whatever part of the globe
they can be imported, without any referved-
nefs or difcrction on that head.  For, the neat-
nefs and elegance of the look, or exterior ap-
pearance, which is generally the prepofleffing
attendant of fuch medicines, as well as the in-
fallibility of their efficacy, depend intirely on
the virtue of the ingredients; and the virtue
of the ingredients muft undoubtedly depend
on their perfections, which fhews evidently,
and irrefiftibly, that {purious drugs could
never anfwer thofe compofers’ ends, who muft
abfolutely depend, for their fuccefs and for-
tunc, upon their reputation only and folely.

But, will fome again fay, did not ever
any of the advertifed medicines kill, or hurt;
thofe who made ufe of them?—To be {ure,
fome have; nay, moreover, a// may: and
why not, pray *—Why fhould they not have
that privilege in common with thofe of the
thops, and as well as all the Recipe’s of the fo
muchboaited reguiar-bred phyficians?—T hefe,
it 1s well known, produce that effe&®, and

they
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they make no myftery of it; they offer not to
deny it, when improperly applied, unfaga-
cioufly dofed, untimely ufed, ignorantly com-
pofed. All that may, all that does happen
to the prefcriptions of the faculty. We have
even already made it, juft now, a matter of
anfwer to the {fecond part of the objection ar-
gued againft guack-medicines,  Therefore,
that a patient affli¢ted with a particular difor-
der fhould fend for a medicine prepared for
~ another fort of difeafe, and ufe it againft all
reafon and the perfuafion of his friends ; does
not this correfpond totally with the miftakes
of apothecaries’ fervants putting a wrong label
round the neck of a bottle, and {ending to a
patient what has been ordered for another, or
prefcribing to be taken by dranghts whatthould
only by {poonfuls, &c?—This was the cafe
of Dr. GorpsmiTh taking, againft all fenfe
and reafon, and the perfuafion of his friends,
“fames's Powders which were not fit for him.
What can the vender of the medicine, or its
preparer, do in fuch a circumftance ?—Is it
his fault>—~No, certainly.—And, therefore,
I {fay that the {fecond part of the objeftion al-
ready mentioned, and already anf{wered, ftands
now ftill more perfectly deftroyed.  lor,

now, it appears to be evidently quite the re-
H 2 verfe
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verfe of that propofition which fhould be
propounded, as the following argument will
evince.—By a medicine being advertifed for
sucH or sucH a particular diforder, and nNo
OTHER, the patient KNows then what he
fakes; he is, posiTivELY fure that that me-
dicine is made for that diforder.—HEg knows
beft whether or not he 1s affliGted with fuch a
one: and, 1F HE 15, well and good: THEN,
he {ends for it, and kNows WHAT HE TAKES}
though not, very likely, all the particulars,
all the exa& munutie of the compofition, with
which indeed he has not, nor ought to care
much to have, any thing to do.—If, on the
contrary, be 1s Not afflited with that dife
order this medicine is prepared for removing,
and infifts upon taking of it, wE is a fool ;
HE, HIMSELF, comunits the miftake, and if
the medicine kills him, he has notedy to ac-
cufe for it but kis own perfon; he is, to all
mtents and purpofes, felo de fe.—Who then,
in his fenfes, will dare to attack a medicine,
and difcredit it, on account of fuch an acci-
dent !—Wine, the beft of liquors, rum,
brandy, and other fpirits, have killed many
individuals in all countries ; and no one evey
theught of making it a caufe of his difparage-

ment
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ment againft them.—People may kill them-
felves with any thing;. with the moft com-
mon and innocent food; even with Lread,
the moft wholefome of any, if they eatitin
too great a quantity, while it is too new, and
before it is quite cold. HyprocraTEs has
{aid, ommnis repletio mala's paNis, avtem, pef-
fima.—Now, on the contrary, when it is at
the /bops the error, the miftake, or the fault,
15 committed: when the preparer miftakes
Peter for Paul and Yohn for Robert; when
he takes one drug for another,and blunders the
time, the quantity and the dofes, &c. It 1s
THEN truly and pofitively, that the poor pa-
tient kxows NOT, INDEED, the nature and
compofition of what he takes, nor the fatal con-
fequences which are to follow the ufe of it.
He takes with confidence; bis friends, his
afifiants adminifter him the mixture, with an
equal fecurity; and it is from the deareft
hand that the unhappy vidtim receives the
aweful cup, and takes the fatal draught which
puts an end to his days, and throws defolation
and defpair in a whole family.—Ye, tender
wives, now difconfolate widows! Dutiful
children, helplefs orphans? Ye, fond mo-
thers, loving hufbands, now,, tell me ar!

Who
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Who are at this time, this well confidered,
who in your opinion, are the common em-
poilonngrs? Who are the murderers of the
members of {ociety? Who are the peft of the
ftate? The advertifers of fafe, fure, tried
and accurately compofed medicines? Or, the
preparers of regular-bred phyficians’ preferip-
tions ?—I leave you to pronounce. And I
belicve that judicious and impartial jury, the
public, will not want much deliberation to
bring his verdict in the caufe before him, and
may eafily do it without going out of court,

Tue other cry, againft advertifed medi-
cines, is on account of their containing Mer-
cury, or fome other mineral which the un-
learned generality think to be poifonous ingre-
@ients.  So that, now, hardly an advertife-
ment is {feen in the papers but you meet with
thefe ridiculous exclamations, No MErcuny!
—No AxTiMoNy!—No MiNerALs! &o.
—Eh! in the name of wonder, is there not
thén any other poifons in this univerfe to put
2 cave on but Mercury, Antimony, and other
{fuch Minerals :—And, what are then Can-
tharides, Opium, Flemlock, Steel, Lead, Re-
Fn of falap, Scammony, Hellebore, Cologuin-

H.e?’ﬂl
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tida, Gamboge, Aloes *, &c, &c, &c? What
are in fthort innumerable other {orts of animals
and vegetables which are ufed in the very ad-
vertifed medicines which proteft to ufe no
Mercury, and Antimony, or in the prepara-
tions of the fhops? Are not thefe downright
poifons ?—Notwithftanding, this very man
who afferts his fpecific drops, for the cure of
a certain difeale, contain no Mercury, pofi-
tively ufes in a ResroraTive MEDICINE,
Cantharides, whieh are a much greater one,
fince they attack the urinary paflage, and
caufe (as we faid before) when given even in
{mall quantity an inceflant want of making
water, which brings at laft fuch a relaxation
of the parts as to occafion foon a diabetes, or
involuntary fhedding of the urine.—On Dr.
Mz ap’s affertion that Cantharides were a cer-
tain cure for the leprofy, I was once tempted
to make feveral experiments: but they were

- .

* Arors is well known to be the chief ingredient of
the moft humble Scotch Pilis: and no lels known, by
thofe who are acquainted with the virtues and qualities of
the Materia Medica, for caufing, by its powerful irrita-
tions in the uus, the piles, {fooner thanany thing which
can be mentioned. Befides, thefe pills are made of the
Hepatic, Barbadoes, or common aloes, which is gf:ni
rally given to horfes, and is very inferior to the Saco
2arine, J

{o
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fo far from being fuccefsful to my fatisfaction,
and to anfwer my expectations after. fuch a
man’s word ; and, the certainty with which
I have enabled myfelf to {peak of that medi-
cine is' now fuch, as to make me almoft
with Doftor MEAD’s paflage were intirely
erazed from his' works. This ingredient,
I take upon me to fay it, is by no means
endowed with {uch virtue; or, if it 1s, the
rifk and danger which attend the adminif-
tering of it are fuch, that they far exceed
what ‘the laws both of God and man do
allow, and what an honeft man can un-
dertake to execute with a fafe conftience.
I have found, upon trial, that only kalf 4
drachm of Cantharides is a fufficient quantity
to impregnate a whole quart of {pirit of wine,
water or any liquid, with their powerful qua-
lities :—that a fingle tea-fpoonful of this tinc-
ture, taken three times a day, will occafion
the relaxation I have mentioned ;—and that
the infufion in water only, with or without
a fmall addition of {pirit, will a& more power-
fully than what the Difpenfatory has prefcrib-
ed even with all proof fpirit alone.—T here-
fore, I muft conclude, that Cantharides are a
much more dangerous po'fon than Mercury
or Antimony.~Indeed, by fuch railings againft

| cvery
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every ingredient which is made ufe of, were
we to exclude, one after another, from the fe-
veral medical compofitions, all thofe which
might now and then be .EXCEPtEDnEd, we
would foon find ourfelves reduced to return
to that time of ignorance, when diforders
were deemed 1ncurable.

TuAT wegetables thould have the fivay,
fhould carry the palm among thofe who are
* unexperienced, unverfed in the comparative
analyfis, by chymiftry, of the virtues of
thefe with thofe of the minerals, is not at all
ftrange, nor to be wondered at. Thefe lively
produttions of Nature have every thing fore-
catching 1n their favour. They are in them-
{elves a wholefome eatable, in general ; the
firft perhaps too, if we believe Mofes, which
was given to man before his fall ;—they are
the food of many clean and agreeable ani-
mals :—they muft, from the beginning of the
world, have prepofiefled the mind of man by
their pleafing profpeét, by their variegated
enramelling of the fields; and, fince that, they
have proved of fingularly quick and efficacious
benefit in curing {fome light diforders, and
efpecially in the fea-fcurvy. Hence, that is
to fay, from this laft circumftance, fome

| have
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have fancied them endowed with the {fame
efficacy in cafe of Jand - feurvy; swhile, by
the very nature of thofe two different forts of
diforders, under one fame and erroneous de-
nomination, it is evident they can be but of
little fervice.

In the fea-feurvy, the diforder, though
dreadful enough in its confequences when of
long continuance, is however only local and
temporary. It is very often confined to the
mouth where it affects the gums, the palate
and the cheeks. Its caufe being the alkaline
quality of the food on fea, a little matter of
frefh water and {weet vegetables foon repair
that irritation caufed at the orifice of the {a-
livary dufts, and deftroy all that acrimony
of their juices which caufed the pain, fen-
fibility, and offenfive effluvie of the parts, ef-
pecially as thofe fame juices are inceffantly re-
cruited by freth fupplies from the mafs of the
blood, which itfelf is not corrupted. But,
in the land-fcurvy, the cafe is very different,
The whole mafs of the blood is affe@ed, and
infected. Its reftoration, therefore, to a pure
ftate, neither is nor can be the fudden effe& of
the mere introduction of wegetable juices into

its
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its ftream. - It is the a&ion of fome more
powerful agent which, then, is required.

AT the occafion of this, T think I may,
without being accufed, or fufpected, of pre-
judice, animofity, malevolence, or even par-
tiality, firengthen this aflertion by the exam-
ple of two wvegetable medicines which, though
in the hands of two rivals and contending
proprictors, who, one would think, fhould
~ have vied with each other in producing the
beft, the moft numerous, and better authenti-
cated lift of cures, is {o evidently deftitute of
power and efficacy, that one of the two ad-
vertifers, though backed by very fubftantial
perfons, funk unfuccefsful, in fight of his
triumphant, though inferior, adverfaries, under
the weight of the expences; and the other,
now furviving this antagonift’s fall, is ob-
liged, in order to {upport his credit, to be be-
holden to two old and ill-authenticated cures,
for want of better {uccefs. I fay ol/d and /-
authenticated cures, and 1 prove it thus.
Upon enquiry, I found that in the firft cure
the medicine had been adminiftered between
three and four years ago, and the wife herfelf,
of the patient, declared to me that, during
the whole time of her hufband ufing the

I 2 faid
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faid fyrup, he was ordered to drink, and did -
effe€tually drink, a decoftion of Jarfaparilla ;
a drug which, alone, in many cafes of no ob-
ftinate and inveterate kinds, will often of it-
{elf perfe@t a cure: whence, therefore, there
remains a very natural and {olid ground for a
rational doubt whether to the fyrup or to the
Jarfaparilla, the cure is to Le afcribed ?—As
for the other, which 1s now * advertifing, it
1s {o premature, that it neither is nor ever
will be a cure: and it is therefore an impofi-
tion upon the candour and the faith of the
public; fince the patient, far from being re-
ftored to his health, has been obliged, a long
while ago, to give up the ufe of the remedy
and now is juft the fame as before he began,
hardly able to make fhift to work at his anvil
without much pains.——With fuch barren-
nefs, or more properly {cantinefs, of cures + is

1t

e —

* This was written in November 1773,

1+ 1f they are fcanty of cures in fiorbutic cafes, they
might perhaps be more plentiful in venereal ones For,
they feem to lay a great fire(s on the prodigious efficacy
of their medicine in thofe matters. As for my part, I
{hall not attempt to contradi& them on that head, with
refpedt to the power or inefficacy of that compofition in
thofe circumftances, never having been defirous to
meddle with that fort of thameful diforder, nor ambi-
tious to render my medicine ferviceable in it, So far

from
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1t poffible to contend for an abfolute and effi-
cacious power in vegetables alone, when there
15 an infection of the blood occafioned by fuch
virulent diforders as the Scurvy, Leprofy, Ul-
cers, Gout, Rheumatims, &c, &c?

CourLp {uch wegetables, indeed, be found
endowed with the virtues and power requifite
to perform complete cures of the above diff
orders, no one certainly. would hefitate to
give them the preference. But, it is univer-
fally allowed that none fuch exift, or as yet,
at leaft, are come to the knowlege of man.
Till they are, why thould we, therefore, ne-
glect bringing to perfeétion a fure and fafe
management of the minerals? And, when we
do employ them, with a happy fuccefs, why
thould we be fo ungrateful as cowardly to
deny it? As for my part, far from being
propenfe to make ufe of fuch pufillanimous
prattices, in order to enhance the fale of my

=

from it, that I would look upon it as a difcredit to a me-

dicine prepared, inftituted and propofed for other pur-

pofes, to be thought of embracing alfo inher virtues that

of curing a diforder which might make a patient

alhamed of being caught in the ufing of it, for fear of

being fufpetted of worfe difeafes than that for which he
in reality taking it.

medicine,
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medicine, by muftering up cuftomers on falfe
and delufive affertions, and at the expence, of
courfe, of my veracity, my honour and my
good name, I have always made it a point,
when afked the quefiion, whether or not I
made ufe of * Mercury or Antimony in the
compofition of my medicine, candidly to an-
fwer in the affirmative, and to own that
even BoTH thefe ingredients had conjointly
their fhare in it. And, now, I will go ftiil
farther; for, I publicly proteft that, was I
to be forbidden ever to employ them, or were
they to be prohibited in this kingdom as once
(to the everlafting credit + of our antient {faga-

cioufnefs

* MAREDANT’s drops, chiefly compofed of mercury ;
Dr. Norris’s drops, antimonial ; cach of them are al-
lowed to be good medicines, T hlSIdﬂ: , efpecially, feems
to he very much like one of Bafil f"amnrms which he de-
fcribes in his Trzum‘.‘:ﬁmu Chariot afﬁuhmﬁr{y. But let 1t
bL whatever 1t will, Doftor Norr1s’s 15, I muft do it that

juftice, a very Lm, fafe, and pleafant Im:diunc made
with Iupcrhrn ely re&lilul {pirit of wine : and, if lm‘:ccfs-
ful, which I doubt not, in fevers, it certainly ]1.15, in point
of fafe ty, when 'wnnmiu:n,d the advantage of Fames’s
Powders, which are io often prciuxhtc by ihe facu]tv

+ The eredit of our wifdom and fagacioufnefs would, 1
am afraid, fuifer a little from ranfacking old records:
fince we find that, no farther back than 1428, an aé of
parliament was made againit the Hop, forbidding the ufe
it in malt liquors, as a wicked weed ;3 and that it never

was
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cioufnefs let it be faid) Hopes had the honour
to be, by a& of parliament, I would immedi-
ately give vp all praflice, and renounce ever
compofing my ANrrscorBuTICc DROPS.
For agreat while, 1 have tried wegetables
alone, and found I could make with them
but very little progrefs; and, often, a mere
nothing at all, if the diforder was never {o
little ftubborn and inveterate. This proved
to me the truth of SHAKESPEARE’S obfervation
in HAMLET, that defperate difeafes require
defperate ® remedies, or none at all.

It was not before the laft reformation of
the London Difpenfatory that the vegetable
juices were introduced in it for the firft time -
though they were already recorded, before
that reformation, in the Edinburgh's and

was reintroduced, into the kingdom, before the followin o
century, in 1§24, which is but four, lefs than one bundred,
years after. Mighty deeds of our forefathers ! Memo-
rable teftimonies, indeed, of their genius ! And how
many pcople have we got, even now, who full as weak
as they, would make us aét as foolifhly, if their power
was equal to their will !

* All our beft remedies are defperate, for all our beft re-
medies are poifons, or compofed, with poifons. And their
falubrious qualities lic in, and are nothing but, a rati-
onal, judicious, and properly proportioned, introdution
of them into our fabric,

I Bates's
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Bates's———And, in a Difpenfatory printed
at Nurenberg, Anno 1669, we find eight
different prefcriptions of anti{corbutic, waters,
wherein brook-lime, horfe-radith, water-cref{-
{es, and {feveral other ingredients, are men-
tioned, and compofe the chief part. The
London Difpenfatory gives the following
prefcription of vegetable juices under the name
of fucci feorbutici, or, feorbutic juices:
B. Of the juice of garden feurvy-grafs, two
pints: brook-lime and water-crefles, each one
pint : Seville oranges, a pint and a quarter.—
Edinburgh adds to the above, white fugar
and compound horfe radifb-water, And the
venders of the vegetable fyrup add again to all
this dandelion and falt of tartar: wbich, as
muft be {uppofed, 1s what they term an im-
provement. Whether or not, with any pro-
priety, this {fmall and infignificant addition
deferves that pompous denomination, the
public, and able pradtitioners, will pronounce.

A certalr eminent Do&tor (though ano-
nymous) who wrote on ihe Dilpenfatory, ob-
ferves, ¢ that the fugar had by all means
¢ hetter be omitted, as it occafions a fermen-
¢ tation which, when the bottle is full, muft
¢ be prcﬁuﬂive of its flymng to pieces. ' Be-

¢ fides, -
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¢ fides, that the {ugar being fweet, and glu-
“ tinous by its nature, is apt to clog the
¢ paffages, and turn four * in fome fto-
¢ machs. ‘Therefore, that it is preferable to
“let thofe juices ftand in a cool place for
“ forie days till the facces have all fubfided,
“ and then firain them gently feveral times,
¢ till perfeétly fine, to be bottled for ufe in
¢ {mall phials, with a little o1l poured on the
¢ furface as is done with Florence wine,”

F rom all this, there may generally be deduc-
ed a fort of conviction that vegetables * can be
but of little {ervice in obdurate cafes, when

* To prevent fugar from turning four on the ftomach
you muft add a proportionable quantity of alkaline falt,

+ Have we not every year in the {pring the vegerable
juites fold in Newgate, and Covent-Garden, markets, frefh
drawn every day 7 Wf’rc they fo Ef‘imcmus as thc}r are
faid to be, we fhould not find among the lower clafs of
people {o man]r vi€tims of the ravages of the feurvy as
weé meét with, who are trae {peftacles indeed, and objeéts
of compaflion. Antient phvﬁcmns tried the vegetables,
and were obliged tofly to sinerals, But by over dofing
of them, and ﬂcquentl}r bringing ona falivation, it often
made them mifcarry, They were, then, true wild, un-
tamed, and furious f#ds, vaftly dangerous to truft to, or
meddle with: but, now, they may be faid to have at
laft taken the bit, and received the curb, fo that they
are as mild ftcad}r and tra®able as the moft gentle lady’s

paifreys :
K the
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the diforder has impregnated the whole mafs
of the blood, and, in{ome meafure, altered
its whole compofition and quality. 1f fo,
where can there be found a remedy invefted
with fuch power as to expel all the hetero-
geneous mixtures introduced in it and reftore
it to 1ts primary purity ? In minerals, cer-
tainly ; and. no where elfe. Now, to prove
that minerals, and efpecially the two chief-
ones againft which the ignorant multitude
exclaim {fo much, are of the greateft and moft
effe€tual fervice in thefe cafes, let us hear
what Dr. Quincy {ays * of them in fuch
prefcriptions of his Difpenfatory as concern
the Gout and Rheumatifm, and in which he
admits Mercury and Antimony.—<¢ 1t is by
“ thefe,” fays he, ¢¢that many Empirics
“ have got great fame, when perfons of learn-
¢ ing and judgment are backward in adven-
¢ turing on things, where there is any ha-
““ zard; though thefe by a fkilful hand cax
‘¢ NEVER DO HARM. They are the bafis of
“ many medicines that are now of great ef-
“teem i the moft obflinate rheumatims,
L o In another place, {peaking of a
{trong mercurial preparation, he recommends

———

* Page 407, Gl
matis-



QUACKS awp Turix MEDICINES. 67

fmall dofes of it every day; and, then, he
adds. < If this method is complied with,
“¢ inveterate cutaneous poxes, which refift {a-
¢ livations, and all other means at prefent
¢« in practice, may be radically cured, as may
¢ allo Lepras, habitual {corbutical erup-
¢ tions, and almoft all difeafes of the fkin.” —
And again, fpeaking of another medicine where
Antimony and Mercury are united, he fays.
¢ This medicine is bighly recommended by
¢ fome, as being of the greateft efficacy in
¢ {corbutic and {crophulous cafes; as alfo 1n
¢ all glandular obftructions and many chro-
¢ nical cafes, out of the reach of common
¢ medicines: and it is likewife faid to avail
<« more than any other medicine in cancerous
¢« humours, and obdurate venereal cafes.”
On the other antimonial preparation, he
makes again this obfervation. It is a moft
¢ efficacious deobftruent, and therefore ex-
«¢ tremely ufeful in fcrophulous, obfiinate {cor-
¢ butic, and all {uch cafes as arife from
¢ glandular obfiruétions.”—In thort, at the
occafion of another preparation of Antimony,
he makes this particular and firiking remark :
« Almoft all the foregoing preparations of
¢« Antimony, how f{evere {oever alone, may
¢ be fo managed by the fkilful hand asto

Gl ¢ operate
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¢ operate little, or not at all, 11 the primee
“ wiee, nor be perceived until they are got
¢« into the {maller veflels; and THEN it is
“ that MIGHTY THINGS are effecled; as the
‘““ cuRE of the Gavur, Pox, Evir, and all
“ thofe difeafes WHICH ARE TOO MUCH the
¢ OpprROBRIA MEDICORUM.” Thus it is
this oracle of pharmacy fpeaks in many places,
and in the moft high terms of the virtues of
thofe two great medicines (Mercury and AN-
TIMONY) either feparate or blended together.

In Dr. Lewrs's new Difpenfatory *, we
find again the following paffage. ¢ The ufe
“ of MERCURY in medicine feems to have
“ been little known before the fifteenth cen-
“tury. The antients looked upon it as a
* corrofive poifon, though of itfelf perfe@ily
“void of acrimony, tafte and fmell: there
¢ are examples of its having been lodged for
“ years in cavities both of bones and flethy
¢ parts, without its having injured or affe&-
“ ed them. Taken into the body in its crude
“ ftate and undivided, it pafles through the
“ inteftines unchanged and has not been
“found to produce any confiderable effe@
“eeeieiio. ccombined with mineral a-

E—

* Page g1, T
¢ cids,
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¢ cids, it bas very powerful effefs; afford-
“ing the moft wiolent poifons *, and THE
¢ MOST EXCELLENT REMEDIES that we are
¢ acquainted with . ... .. .. &c,&c.” See
there, and alfo page 507; and on Antimony,

page 527 and 534, &c.

Doctor Huxmam in his obfervation on
Antimony, page 70, exprefles himfelf thus in
fpeaking of a certain preparation of antimonial
drink,—¢ Now,” fays he, * in this liquid
¢ preparation the reguline part is already
¢« diffolved, and moft exquifitely attenuated,
“ {o that it paffes into the blood with the
« utmoft facility. It fhould be moreover ob-
“{ferved, that, in this form, Antimony may
“ e given in the moff agreeable manner,
 quithout even being perceived, or creating
¢ any more diflate than the wine it was made
“ on. A thmg of {fome cenfequence tru-
“ly, when we have to do with {queamith
¢ patients, particularly with children, to whom
¢ it may be nf:r:eﬂ&ry to give repeated dofes

* It is true : but, we have faid all along that thefe
remedies require a imuul and judicious hand ; and we
have proved that THEY were Jfkiiful, THEY wr:r::jmz’f-
cious, thofe bands which firfk preparved the guack medicines
which contain fome of thefe dangerous ingredients,

1 ﬂf
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¢« of the medicine, &c.” v.¢.veiv..and a
Jittle farther he adds; ¢ fhould it be imagined
¢ that this medicine, being {o fafe and eafy,
¢ can have no great efficacy as an alterative
< and diaphoretic, I anfwer, that as it is capa-
< ble in a proper dofe, of irritating the fto-
<¢ mach and inteftines fo ftrongly, if cannot
“ pe fuppofed, even in very finall dofes, to lie in-
““ aftive in the [anguineous and lymphatic ar-
“ feries; and both {feems, and eventually is,
« exceedingly well calculated to ftimulate
¢ and {cour the whole vafcular fyftem . .. ..
« and fome fuch fiimulus is wvery often HIGHLY
“ neceflary in the ultimate ramifications of the
“ fanguineous, ferous, and lymphatic arteries
“ where the MOTION IS EXCEEDING SLOW,
¢ and where STAGNATION, and CONSEQUENT
““ CORRUPTION OF THE SERUM AND LYMPH
““ ARE VERY APT TO GENERATE A PUTRID
¢ COLLUVIES .+ ..o o « » « « - By thus univer-
¢ fally ftimulating, therefore, not only the
« greateft but alfo the {malleft veflels of the
“ body, this medicine GREATLY TENDS TO
“ REMOVE all obfiruétions formed, or forming,
“ ¢ven in the MINUTEST CANALS, and hence
“ moft {uccelsfully promotes the natural fecre-
““ tions and excrefions, IN WHICH DULY PER-
““ FORMED, HEALTH ITSELF CONSISTS,

" 2 « In
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¢ In obflinate RMEUMATISMS then, in cold
‘“ sScorRBUTIC affeétions, in mofi cuTANEOUS
‘“ pISEASES, in afthmatic, leucophlegmatic,
¢ and 1&eric diforders, in old ftubborn head-
¢ achs, vertigo, epilep{y, and mania, ANTI-
¢ MONIALS ARE VERY USEFUL, and the vi-
 nym antimoniale in particular, &ec, &c.”

And thus a great many authorities, from the
greateflt Do&tors, might’ be colleCted to evince
the merits of thofe two exquifitely excellent
minerals, MercurY and AnrtimMoNy. But,
it is hoped that, without trefpaifing any
longer on the patience of our readers, the
few we have collefted here together will prove
fully {fufficient, to juftify thofe two lately
difparaged ingredients of the materia medica,
and their employers, from the doubts raifed
againft their fafety and the malicious afper-
fions which Dr. GorLpsmiTH’s and Mr. Scaw-
EN’s cafes had unjuftly given an opportunity
to a certain party to throw againft them, in
order to prejudice the mind of that part of
the generality which is unconverfant with
the virtues or vices of drugs, and the nature
of pharmaceutical preparations.

SECTION
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s BE-GT LON . H.

Or tue SCURVY axo GOUT,

And a certain well known Remedy calculated
Jor the purpofe * of eradicating thefe iwo
troublefome Diforders.

AFTER havinhg thus fought the long
pendent caufe of Quacks and their MEDI-
CINEs, as well as that of MiNeraLs: after

having

* What have, or may have, been the atuating prin-
ciples, motives or views which ever animated the pro-
prictors of medicines in general, I will not be fo indi-
fcreet as to make it my bufinefs to enquire into. Too
well do I know, that the moft favourable opinion is not
entertained of them, not only by the faculty, but even
by fome very fenfible, and unprejudiced; people of real
charadter; and that an avaricious and covetous difpofi-
tion, accompanied with a perfe&t indifference and caré-
lefinefs concerning the individuals of fociety, and whe-
ther thefe fuffer or benefit by their remedies, is but too
generally laid to their charge. Neither will 1 take upon
me to exculpate them from the accufation ; although, I
muft confefs, it appears to me a very abfurd one, and

of



QUACKS axp Turir MEDICINES. 43

having proved by the moft irrefiftible argu-
ments, not far fetched, but all taken in and

from

of a nature fo inconfiftent with their own interefls, that
it does not feem very credible, or probable, thatany perfon
whatever could be guilty of it; fince it muft carry along
with it, primd facie, a total ruin and deftruion of the
very thing itfelf they wifh to promote, and on the fuccels
of which they muft build their profpeét of future prof-
perity, fortune and happinefs.---But, be it however
it will, confcions of my own integrity, and-of the
uprightnefs of my views; perfeftly refting on the fola-
cious confidence that I have only and folely been intent
on fearching out the true caufe of the complaints for the
relief of which my medicine is calculated, that I might
really fucceed in inveftigating a mode of cure by
the united efforts of the moft efficacious ingredients
which the materia medica could afford : it is the realon
why I am not athamed of laying my praétice in general
before the judicious Public. ~ Now, with fuch free, can-
did and open proceeding, I fhall leave them to judge,
afterwards, how far I may deferve to fhare, with {ome of
my brethren, that fevenity of cenfure which 1s gone forth
againft advertifed remedies. True it is, however, that
T have the fatisfa€tion to be able to declare that mine
perfonally has never been called in queftion, To which
fome arch-critics, will perhaps oppofe, that this may be
owing more to a wantof reputation in the medicine, than
to a {uperiority in point of merit. But, [ have again
here another fatisfaétion in anfwering, that far from this
being the cafe, all the news papers, of either of the three
kingdoms, may evince that, within thefe two years, I
have always publithed ten good, and well authenticated,
¢ures, to my moft able and worthy ANTAcGoNIST, 4
fingle one,---Notwithftanding all this, the pride I derive
from the confirmed excellence of my own remedy, never
will blind me fo much as not to acknowledge that there
are many very good and valuable ones under the fame
L denomi-



from the very nature of the fubjeét itfelf, that
the former are, truly and literally fpeaking,
ufeful members of fociety; and the latter
{ure, fafe, and powerful remedies, when
judicioufly prepared, and prudently introdu-
ced into the feveral recefles of our fabric: I
think I fhall not be deemed unjuftifiable
if 1 now hazard to fay a word of myfelf and
my own remedy, the nature of its compofi-
tion, its eflects, and the method I purfue in
the adminiftration of it. In doing it, how-
ever, I fhall endeavour to be as fhort as pof-
fible; though, at the fame time, I muft beg
leave to communicate a few previous reflec-
tions on the Scurvy and Gour, which occur-
red to me in the courfe of my pra&ice.

==

denomination of rmne viz. of Quack ; as alfo there are
others which, to judg *:t: from the words themfelves, and
context of their own advertifements, favour but too
ftrongly, and, I am afraid, too juftly, it muft be allowed,
the cenfures pafled upon them, ow to draw the line
between the two, 1s what it does not become me to at-
tempt to give diretions for ; and, to tell the truth, itis
alfo a tafk which might perhaps be found attended with
no {mall difficulty in the execution, For, there are in
the world, learned and ingenious, as well as illiterate
TOgUES, W ho will always be found a match too ﬁlml"' for
the little nibbling critics of empiricifm.

SLUR VA
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Bk AR VY

THE diforder of the Scurvy, till with-

in thefe twenty or- thirty years, was, in
point of cure, but very little better off than
the Gour, which, to this day, is generally
underftood to be incurable, becaufe no one
knows yet the nature of that diforder.
However, we have now the fatisfattion to
find that the Scurvy is no longer, of late,
{o rebellious againft the remedies which have
been invented to conquer it; and that fuch
have been difcovered at laft, which have tlie
power of extirpating it intirely out of the
human body.—Why an earlier fuccels was
not obtained from the many endeavours
which were firft made to cure it, I think I
can afcribe to THREE very capital errors in
the procefs of the Facurty, that fo much
boafted and illuftrious body of wifdom and
{agacity, that bright morning ftar, whole
darting rays inftead of guiding our fteps,
and direfting the underftanding of their off-
{prings, have, it feems, like an [gnis-fatuus,
hurried them, rather, into more crafts, fuper-

1.2 ftitions,
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ftitions *, and blunders, than real and ufe.
ful difcoveries.

Tue rrrst I fhall accufe them of, 1s their
recommending Cathartics and Diaphoretics
the one to purge, the other to {weat, the
humours out of the body. Be the complaint
whatever it will, a pimpled eruption, a dry
feurf, or a running ulcer, the only reply from
the FaAcuLTY is always the {ame, wiz: Oh!
purge it out; or fweat it out, by all means;

* Witnefs the human fkull formerly (and perhaps even
now) ufed in the compofition of the cinnabar-pills or pow-
ders for the epileply and convulfion-fits, ?eﬂ‘dmﬁ which
Dr. FULLER, in his Pharmacopwia extemporanea, printed
in London, 1714, page 372, exclaims highly, and very
_]uﬁlj,r, in the tullﬂwuw terms, immediately after the
Recipe.---*¢ This m:’frrzp:, fays ]:.L ¢ 15 incompliance with
€ ghe cuflom of praclice; but, jm my own part, I declare I
€ gbominate if : For, I take man's ,.-"‘{m'i' to be @ mere dry bone,
¢ poid*of virtue, or any manier of effeéd, but mja a nafly,
¢ mortified, pr.ra!rr.:f:f.rfmmﬁj piece of our own ﬁ*: FEY e
€€ &¢.” ‘This 1s undoubtedly a moft curious piece of
mrmufﬁrm.z.{{fm and char ’.::rm*:mn if ever there was any; and
more worthy of the altramontane fuperftitious enthufiafts,
than of a people difengaged from the monkifh prejudices
of old times : and thould we, quacks or empiricks (what-
ever be the appellation by w hich we may be de figned) be
guilty of fuch, or fimilar, practices and fuperflitious ab-
. {urdities, we fhould never hear the end of 1t. Was I
however, to collett all thofe the regular-bred phyficians
and apotheraries, are guilty of, I doubt not but T could
make a pamphlet of a tolerable fize, filled with an amaze
ing variety, indeed, of the higheft rate nonfenfe,

the |
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the more out the better, and {fo on: and that
they do, till, at laft, the poor patient is fo
weakened, that he has hardly any humour all,
good or bad, nor juices left 1 his body to
throw out any longer. Then, when this is
the cafe, the general conclufion s, that he is
a great deal better, or, quite well. But, he
no fooner begins to feed again as ufual, than
the diforder returns, and keeps in its increafe
the fame pace with the recovery of the much
exhaufted patient’s firength. Then, another
{cheme, as expedient and as well concerted
as the preceding, is again thought of: and,
having failed of fuccefs by the laft at-
tempt, like Dr. LasT, they think if the ene-
my would not go out at one door, wWhy . ...
fure they muft open the other. 'To this ef-
fe@, the poor patient is ferved with a medi-
cine to vomit, and fometimes (Oh! dread-
ful to relate) to operate «//-fours at once; that
is to fay, they purge, they vomit, they {weat
and they urine him all together. Could
one imagine our learned mafters, thofe fons
and hands of Gobs, fhould be guilty of fuch
abfurdities ¢ Abfurdities and violences which
fhake to its very foundation the human fa-
bric! What would we think of that man
who, giving himfelf for an adept in arts

and
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and machineries, and being intrufted with a
curious and valuable piece of mechanifm to
repair, fhould follow fuch fteps, and begin
to thake, ftrain and tear it before our eyes
with that fame violence! Sure, we never
would fuffer him to go on with it, but take
it again out of the hands of fuch a bluftering
fellow.—And, now, is not our body a finer
piece of mechanifm, and a much more delicate
one, than any which ever was produced by
man? How is 1t, then, that we are {fo little
{enfible of the great abfurdity of ufing it with
lefs cauntion, care and tendernefs, than we
would ore out of Cox’s Museum !{—To thofe
unmerciful purgers, {weaters, and other fuch
like patrons of promoted fecretions, that is
to {ay, {ecretions increafed beyond the com-
mon and cuftomary pitch obferved by Na-

ture ¥, 1 would propofe only this queftion.
~—What

* No one [ fuppofe will have the fimplicity to believe
(though fome arttul ignorant practitioners might perhaps
be found who fay 1t) that purgatives are endowed with
any fuch particular virtue as will throw out by ftool,
{weatings and other emunétories, the bad humours enly
out of the body, and ot the good ones. To fancy fo,
would be laughable indeed. Neither muft 1 be under-
ftood to mean, that no medicine muft ever be given,
which has the power of {weating, vomiting, &c. For,

1 there
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What proportion do the humours bear
to the whole mafs of the blood? To cut
fhort, we thall fuppofe it to be a twwentieth.
Now, would any one think it very eligible
to purge, {weat or otherwife excrefe NINE-
TEEN good, for the benefit of getting rid
of ont bad, parts?......I think not—
Befides; what advantage would they obtain
by that? And, if on fwenty pounds of fluid,
one of humours is to be defalcated: thould
you evaporate the whole together to one
Sferuple, would you not always find in that
{fcruple ftill one grain of humours?—I will
fay no more, nor lay greater firefs on that
fubjeft, but leave every one to judge for

r

there are, undoubtedly, cafes in which it is required. 1
blame that procefs, therefore, only when it is applied to
the diforders of the blood, fuch as the Scurvy, the Gous,
the Rbeumatifm, pimpled Faces, Eruptions, dry and moift
Scurfs, &c, &c, and adminiftered with the abfurd intent
of carrying thefe noxious humours out of it. It is then,
I fay, the purging, {weating, &c, is wrong, and con-
trary to all reafon and experience, Purging and vomit-
ing can only relieve obftruftions, and foulnefs in
the firft paflages, the ftomach, the bowels, &c, and a&
as a rough brufh in a pipe or a funnel to fcour them.---
Purging and fweating are, by a great deal, too much the
rattice of hofpitals : whence comes that thefe have been
under the neceffity of turning out their patients as incu-
rable, and; many times, worfe of the diforder, and in a
weaker ftate of their body, than when they went in,

him{elf,
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himfelf, according to his own private fenfe,
of the rationability of {uch proceedings.

Ture sEconND error, I find the FaAcuLTY
have been guilty of falling into, is that of
ufing ointments, in order to cure the {fcorbutic
eruptions, ulcers, and other outward teftimo-
nies of that dilorder lodging in a fubjet.
To be fure, when thofe complaints firft made
their appearance among us, as they were at-
tended with heat, inflammation and irrita-
tion, it was natural enough, fome will fay
perhaps, to think of applying thereto {fome
outward remedies, efpecially as they afcribed
to fuch ointments, as were made of certain
particular cooling herbs, a much greater power
than they really were invefted with. But,
they were then, and fo ftill are undoubtedly
now, thofe who continue {uch a pradtice, Inﬂf’t
egregioufly miftaking and wrong in every
refpect. For, firft of all, they did not con-
fider how little, at any time, of the virtues of
any herb, an on&uous preparation can take
and retain, Befides, the bafis of thofe oint-
ments being hog’s lard, this, by greafing
the affeled parts, ftops up the pores, and,
thereby, ruins the good intention of Nature,
by oppoling her throwing out the corrupted

humours,
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hl_l'!hc_mrs; which obftrution can be; in the
end, but produ&ive of a repulfion * of theni
into the ftream, and thus haften, and compleat;
the totdl corruption of the whole mafs.—For,
{o it is ordered and managed by Dame Na-
ture, with refpeét to our bodies, as well as
it is with plants +, that there muft be a per-

petual

* Though thie FAcULTY are very fenfible of the dange-
tous confequences which attend repeliing remedies; yet
they flill give purges under the notion of carrying the
humours but of the body. " This pradtice, in my opi-
nion, is the fame as if they applied drying and healing
ointments to the part afflited; and I {fee no fort of dif-
ference in the procefs. For, moft certainly, by carrying
off the caufes of fermentation, which produced the ulcer,
and a fuppuration at the mouth of it, whichwas a real dif-
charge of the bad humours out of the blood, the evacua-
tion muft ceafe, for want of the aive principles which
promoted it ; and, therefore, the noxious putridity muft
float again and mingle itfelf a new with the ftream, and
increafe its corruption. Purges, in fuch a cafe, draw
the humours back. Ard, pray, where is the diffe-
rence between pulling a man into a ditch by ftanding
behind him, or puthing hifm into it, by ftanding before ?
I {ee none:

4 It is a well known obfervation in botany, among
the anatomifts of that clafs, that all plants whatever,
from the ligneous to the herbaceous, have a ramification
bf defcending veflels, by means of which they imbibe in=
wardly the dew which falls upon them in the night, or
the moft fubtile and fpirituous patts of the day-{howers,
from the top of their branches and extremities of their
leaves downwards to their roots ; in the fame manner as
they draw upwards, by means of their roots, and the in-

terior
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petual, and inceflant, free flowing of liquors to
and fro through the pores of our fkins, which
circulation

terior channels of their branches and ftalks, the fap
which ferves to their growth.---It is proved, likewife,
that plants breathe and fiveat ; if, by this laft word, we
are admitted to underftand to throw out, by means
of emunctories, certain excretious, and redundant,
humours contained in the veflels of a living body.
Thofe emunétories exift in plants : and thefe threw off, at
their mouths, which are open in innumerable quantities,
on the exterior part of the fkin or bark, either along the
ftalk or branches, or even on the furface of the leaves, a
matter, feldom perceivable to the naked e e, but which,
1f mixed with duft or dirt, and not waﬁ;e.d down, by
natural rain or artificial waterings, will prove in a fhort
time the deftru&ion of the plant.---Such is the reafon
why fo many plants, fuch as Mjreles, Geraniums, &c,
and other fhrubs, which people are fo fond of keeping in
‘apartments, feldom live to fee another year’s fummer,
and, at beft, always look fickly, The corpufcles of
duft or dirt, which fly about in the cleaneft apartments,
and which the very cleaning of thofe which are kept in
the beft order will” occafion, fettle on the leaves, ifall;s
and barks of thofe arbuftles, and there, fixed and retained
by the imperceptible drops of their fveat or glutinous
matter, thrown out by the aforefaid emunétories, foon
ftop up their pores and prevent that neceflary purification
of the plants, Thofe other mouths, which ferve to
breathe in the dampnefs of a free circulating air, bring
ing in, likewife, nothing but atoms of a dry fubtilized
and hungry matter, which adheres to the fides of thofe
fmall channels, intended to carry downwards the moift
particles fwimming in an open air, fuck vp on the con-
trary the lictle moifture they may be already provided
with, amd foon choak them up alfo. Thus the circulation
being ftopped, and the plant fupplied with an exceffive
and furabundant quantity of water, which moft people
: I | | have
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circulation is no fooner ftopped *, or glued up,
as is the effe@ of ointments, but fevers, dim-
nefs,

- — -

have the bad habit of keeping perpetually in pans under
the pot, the root foon rots, becaufe, deprived of its pro-
per and ufual evacuations, through the emunétories, the
draught 1s neceflarily ftopped, and it can no longer fip
any thing : therefore the water of the pans, inftead of waft-
ing away by the confummation and feeding of the plant,
ftagnatesand putrifies; and the plant, after having wither-
ed a great while, dies at laft.--- Another contrary expe-
riment will ferve to corroborate the truth of the above
aflertion. If in aclean part of a garden, where the
dampnefs of the air prevents any duft from tlying about,
you keep a plant and water the head, fo that the leaves,
tender branches, and ftalk only fhouid be moiftened every
day, but not the root, you will find it will thrive very
nearly as much as if it was watered at the root, provided
however, you let it enjoy a free, open, and circulating
air, without which all trials will be of pe fervice, and
all plants whatever will alwavs be faung pining after,
and draw themfelves as thin as a thread, and, at laft, to
death.

* With another experiment, we may convince our-
felves, ftill more forcibly, of the neceflity of keeping the
pores of our fkin as free and open as poflible, and dif~
engaged from any ointment and glutinous matter (fuch
as paint, rouge, and other dangerous ingredients) which
may depofit into thofe finall channels any atom likely to
ftop them, without a poffibility of removing the obftruc-
tion afterwards.---Caterpillars, from the largeft to the
fmalleft fize, are fo conftruted that, along each of
their fides, there is in every ope of the rings which form
their body a little fpeck vifible to the naked eye : that
little fpeck is the ornfice, or mouth, of a {fmall channel
which communicates to their inteftines. If, therefore,
you pafs a light feather, diptinto oil, along their fides, ;n-'».:_ r
: 2 thole
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nefs, violent head-aches, &c, enfue, and ofs
ten worfe confequences ftill happen, And, in-
deed, it requires not any uncommon fhare of
underftanding to conceive that it is pofitively
barring up the very doors which thould be kept
open for the enemy to come out at, while
You or Nature, or perhaps both together, are,
with united efforts, endeavouring to work
out of the blood the hetemgcneﬂils particles

==

thofe fmall fpecks, or holes, fo that thefe fhould be al]
covered with a thin coat of oil, the animal wil] fall intg
convulfions, and expire, immediately.---From the va-
rious experiments, and obfervations, mentioned in this
and the precedent note, I with our fair partners would
take hint that, without recurring to the Eaft, or South,
without the ufe of Seraglio’s wathes, Sultanas’ paints, and
pomatums, &c, the mere attention to wafh and bathe
themfelves often is the beft and maft efficacious way tq
preferve their health; and, if fo, the fureft to preferve,
pay to increafe, the brilliancy of their fkin and powet
of their charms, I could enter into greater particulars, and
fhew the neceflity of certain qther ablutions, the want,
or neglect, of which is the fole caufe of the dulnefs, or
deadnefs of the complexion of fome of ﬂm:r'na for which
they erroncoufly recur to art and pomatums, which de-
ftroys intirely the foundation of their natural beauty ;
while, by other means, of the fimpleft kind, that clean-
linefs would produce the defirable effe&t. I fhall, there-
fore, fay no more on a fubjeét which may now be fuf-
ficiently underftood by the intelligent; ‘and to which
itis my wifh, for the intereft I take in the real merit of
my fair country-women, in point of beauty, ﬁm}- ﬂ'lﬂulq

P Sntens  fg

which
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which are producing in it the fermentation
of thofe poifonous ingredients which are the
fict caufe of the diforder.——sTherefore, I
conclude that an ointment * muft be confi-
dered, at beft, as a check to the evacuation
of Nature, and her purging herfelf, through
her own duts and emunétories.

THE THIRD material error, I accufe the Fa-
cuLTY of, and which #hey having in common
with the public, the latter muft have fucked
from them, or they have had the weaknefs to
adopt from ##, is their recommending fo ftrong-
ly the ufe of vegetables, {uch, for inftance, as
brooklime, water-crefles, fcurvy-grafs, &c,
&c, and all on no other foundation but their
happening to have been found indeed of real
fervice in the cafe of the Jea-feurvy —They
do not confider that thefe two diforders,

= |

* One reafon, I fuppofe, why ointments have been
ufed repeatedly in thefe cafes, has been from their fuccefs
in curing the szch, before the caufe of that difagreeable
diforder was known to be owing to animalcule (or fmall
infedts) which nothing but external application will de-
‘I"tml?r, and againft which internal remedies avail nothine,

n bad legs, ulcers, &c, thercis a neceflity of ufing
an ointment, to keep the ftacking, or linen, from eat-
ing in. But thefe, being of no other ufe, cannot be de-
pended on, as they will not deftroy the caufe,

though
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though of fimilar chriﬂeni*ng, are as diftinéy,
different, and oppofite in their nature, {pecies
and charaters, as the very caufes and prins-
ciples themfelves which give them rife.—~Ag
fea, for example, the fcurvy is brought on
a {ubje& by long voyages, clofe confinement,
and falt provifions, which will produce a putrid
alkaline ftate of the body. Now, in no cafe
whatever HyrrocrATES’s aphorifin (difeafes
are cured by contraries) is, or can be per-
haps, more perfpicuoufly elucidated. For,
alter all the circumftances aforefaid, fea to
land, falt provifions to freth, clofe confine-
ment to liberty, ftinking cribs to fweet and
well aired rooms, {fmothered air to that of free
and openly circulating, with the addition of
plenty of greens and frefh water, and you
will foen find the fiate of the man altered
alfo. But, is there any thing more natural
to be expeted than when the caufe is no
more, which produced a certain effed, that
effet thould ceafe likewife ? Or, fublatd cmg&f
tollitur effeftus would never have been one of
the leading maxims of philofophy. And it
1s too true and fundamental a one that, in
any diferder whatever, the moft {kilful phyfi-
cian aims at nothing {fo much as inveftigating
the caufe whence it {prings, that he may de-

ftroy
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ftroy or remove it; fure as he is, and good
{fenfe muft make him, that the prefent effet
before him muft unavoidably ceafe: which,
in the eye of the public, and in the judg-
ment of his patient, will be termed and deem-
ed a cure, and one indeed will be if {uch a
thing can be wrought by human {kill.

Now, in the cafe of the land-fcurvy, which
I call by that name in compliance only to
common prejudice and general notion, and in
- order to be underfiood, the {ymptoms are as
different as the fource whence it originates.
For, the caufe of the furvy at land, as well
as I can conjeture from experience, (and that
experience | have gathered in attending fuch
a number of patients of that clafs, as efpeci-
ally my Difpenfary for the poor has, from the
year 1773, in which I eftablithed it, given me
an opportunity of having pafs through my
hands) feems to me to be nothing but the
effect of frights, furfeits, and other accidents,
the {udden, fortuitous and unexpected event
of which turns inftantaneoufly all our blood,
Sometimes too, 1t is owing to, and may be
the natural confequence of| an irrational indul-
gence of our pleafures and appetites, efpecially
in the eating and drinking way ; by means of

which
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which thofe mpmus, Dppﬂﬁte and unwhofe.t
fome foods fermentmg ini our ftomach, withouf
being affifted by due exercife, produce an unis
verfal {loth, which enervates our bodies to fuch
a degree that the juices wh;ch thould ferve to
the nutrition of its parts foon ftagnate, and;

like ftinking pools, turn into poifon.—So that,
though the firft {ymptoms are difcovered in
the out-parts, neverthelefs it is then clear the
caufe originates always from the receivers of
the ftomach, infefted by a corrupted flime;
from long and accumulated indigeftions.

HowrvER, that patient is ot uicorimon,
nor difficult to be found, who, tiot confiders
ing all thefe too true, though mifregarded
and unattended to, circumftances, will burft out
into an exclamation, that ¢ he never had any
6 thm which broke out before in his life, &e,"
or fmnf: fort of fuch {peech fimilar to th15'
as it we could expe& to go through life with=
out any manner of moleftation, grievance of
accident whatever, either of mind or body :
And fhould we even meet but with pains of
the mind, thereare but few, I fuppofe, to be
found who are not acquainted with the dize
effects they will often have on the body, and

| how



QUACKS Asp rueir MEDICINES. 8
how much this will find itflf affected by
them !

DisorpeRs of this kind are not formed all
at once; they take time: time, therefore,
muft be employed in the removing of them.
And I wifh this might be underftood as a
precept, and confidered as an univerfal regu-
lator to go and abide by, as a fafe one and
none {afer: never to attempt to cure in a
hurry a difeafe which is grown to a head by
Jlow progrefs. Neither do I think, even,
that a fudden change from a bad (I mean an
exceflive and irregular) diet *, or way of liv-

=

* 1 am fo ftrongly perfuaded, from many obfervations
and remarks I have had an opportunity to make, that
moft part of our diforders arife from a weaknels of our
ftomach, (which is, and unavoidably muft be, produc-
tive of, or attended with, a neceflary inability of digeft-
ing many of our aliments) that I have that circumftance
particularly in my eye, when I am compofing, or pre-
paring, my medicine : wherefore, my chief tendency,
in fome of the ingredients I make ufe of, is to ftrengthen
the organs of the ftomach.---I have alfo, with refpect to
diet, (?nrhenevcrl am confulted on that fubjeft) made it
my conftant and general rule always to recommend pa-
tients to Ea}r a very particular attention to what food
agrees beft with their ftomach, and what does not; then,
to adopt the firft, and rejeét entirely the laft, For, that
only 1s healthful, and will be found to nourifh, which
agrees beft with our conftitution, and which we digeit
with eafe, without caufing rifings, naufeas, wind, &c.

T -
N Ing,
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ing, into a perfeCtly good and regular one, is
recommendable. A gradual alteration, in the
mode of life which may have produced the
evil, affifted with proper remedies, will al-
ways be found to cure with certainty, and re-
eftablith a good conftitution ; when another
method of proceeding would be rafh, and
might kill pofitively.

G O U T.

GOUT, a well known diforder by its
dreadful efiects, is notwithftanding acknow-
ledged to be uninveftigated yet, as for its caufe,
or rather, its nature. However, this muft be
underftood ne farther than that nothing cer-
tain yet, and demonfirated to pellucid evidence,
can be faid to have been difcovered concerning
it. For, pretty rational conjeftures may be,
and have indeed been really, formed, which,
although they cannot be confidered as amount-
ing altogether to mathematical demonfiration,
help however fo well to account for the ra-
vages it produces in the human frame, that,
with their affiftance, fuch precepts may be
given, {uch prefcriptions laid down, as, when
obferved, will infallibly prove falutary enough

4 to
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to afford relief; and, if purfued and adhered to
with fedatenefs and perfeverance, might, I
think, produce in time a perfe& cure alfo.

As for my part, without being willing to
prefume on my own abilities on the fubje&,
nor to afflume the airs of .an inveftigator of
thofe fecret caufes which proved the ftumb-
ling-block of fo many others before me, I
will only humbly declare, that, as well as I can
judge from long practice and experience, the
Gour appears to me to take its fource from
one and the fame principle with what is vul-
garly called the LAND-scurvy, wviz. intem-
perance in appetites, accumulated indigeftions,
floth and want of exercife. ‘The difference,
therefore, lies in the effe@ts only refulting
from this fimilitude of principles. Is that
effect a coarfe, heavy, {limy humour which
pafies into the blood? The feurvy then, at-
tended with all its ufual and dreadful appen-
dages, thatis to fay ulcers, dry and moift
{curfs, eruptions,- pimples, &c, is the con-
fequence. Is it, on the contrary, afermen-
tation, in the firft refervoirs of the ftomach ?
(A fermentation we all know very well, is
always attended with a volatilization of the
moft fubtile particles of the putrified matter.)

N 2 THEN,
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Tuev, itis thofe volatilized particles, of that
four, fermented, undigefted food, which pafs
into the blood, and produce thofe ravages fo
well known under the name of the Gouvr. If
therefore, you continue to afk me now what
I tbink the Gour is: Ianfwer I firmly be-
lieve 1t is nothing but a fibtile, wvolatile, cor-
roding [pirit, railed from the fermentation of
fundry, multifarious, incoherent, incompati-
ble foods, corrupted to fournefs and putrefac-
tion, in the firft refervoirs of the ftomach, before
that diffolution, or, which is the fame, re-
gular and perfe& digeftion, could take place.
And this, I believe, will not be found
eitheir contradifory to, or even difcerdant
with, the excruciating pains it caufes in the
affeéted parts, nor with the {wellings and in-
flammations by which thofe pains are acccome
panied.—To be more pungent ftill, in my de-
feription, 1 will compare the Gour again to
the bite of a viper. Inthis cafe,no one will of-
fer to deny that this moft imperceptible drop of
liquor,depofited by the animal into the wound,
muft be a moft fubtile {pirit, fince it rufhes
mto the blood, and diffufes itfelf all over it
with fuch an amazing fwiftnefs and celerity
that in a few hours, nay in a few minutes,
the whole body is in convulfion.—But it is a

poifon,
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poifon, will you fay? I admit of it, and I
add that fo is the Govr alfo a poifon, a true
poifon, and a moft {ubtile one. The bite of a
mad dog, infomuch as it infufes a fort of
poifon which is longer lurking about inter-
nally before it breaks out into any {fymptoms,
{ubfides again for a while, then returns into
frefh fits, &c, by a continual fucceffion of
rages and peaceable moments, might perhaps
claim here the preference in point of compa-
rifon over that of the viper: but, neverthe-
lefs, the depofited matter, which produces the
madnefs, is as well as the other, that of the
viper, a wvolatile [pirit; like again a certain
other which taints the blood after impure a&s
of venery, and they are all comparable toge-
ther in point of volatility. The only diffe-

rence is, that the one (the Gout) we breed
 ourfelves inwardly ; we receive all the others,

above-mentioned, from outward accidenta
caufes,

Tue Gour, in fa&, isa nervous diforder
which puts on more thapes and forms than
we have been aware of; fince we have mif-
taken it often for Hyftericks, Hypocondriac af-
fections, Cholics, Rheumatifms, and other low-
nefs of fpirits, all diforders which are nothing

indeed
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indeedbutthe very Gour itfelf. AndIthould be
tempted to make a very odd comparifon of it.
For, as the Axanas (vulgarly known under
the name of Pine-Apple) is confidered as con-
taining the tafte and flavour of many different
fruits, {fo a great many diforders of the body
are, under different appellations, to be found
in the Gour. Thus, when it is in the fto-
mach, it frequently caufes fuch a weaknefs
and ficknefs * that {carce any thing will agree
with it: and, by corroding the nerves of that
part, there refults, fpafms, or numbnefs, on
the face, as it were a paralytic ftroke. Then
the patient will be uncommonly crofs “and
peevith.—If in the bowels, it will produce
pains, gripings, and continual going to ftool.
—If in the hands or feet, frequent cramps and
burning, with a fixed pain, till they fell, is
the confequence.—In thort, fuch is the nature
of the Gour, that often a gentle purge will

* It has been the common and general opinion of the
FacurLTy, that this ficknefls was a fore-runner of the
Gour. But, [ am of opinion, that it is the very Gour
itfelf ;3 nor fthall we find much difficulty in being cer-
tain of it, when we refle® on the amazing celerity with
which any thing of acrimonious nature, externally ap-
plied, penctrates to the utmoft recefles of our fabric,
Whence we muft be fenfible that a poifonous matter in
the ftomach muft be more volatile ftill, as it is. encoura-
ged by the conftant heat of that part,

throw
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throw the weight of the humour on the lower
extremities ; which trick, the RecurARrs be-
ing well acquainted with, they never fail,
when they fee that humour flying about the
body and unfettled, to make ufe of; and, to
give themfelves an air of confequence, they
affe@ to tell their patients that they cannot
expet to be well without the Gour, and it
1s the omly means of being relieved from that
univerfal pain under which they labour, The
name-of GouT having nothing frightful, and
. examples of people of all ages who have had it,
and kept it a great while, being abundant, the
patient wifthes he may have it: then the
phyfician, fays he can give it him, if he
chufes, to which the patient agrees; the
purge is adminiftered, and the firft fit of the
Gour is felt.  Such is the procefs of what is
generally known under the name of giving a
perfon the Gour. But, had not that perfon
been unluckily furnithed with the materials,
all the art of his phyfician could not have
given it him,

En paffant, it will not be improper to take
notice here that, contrary to a certain old pre-
judice, which I do not fuppofe my autho-
rity will be fufficient to remove, the Gour

15
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is not confined, as many imagine, to one
particular clafs of people, vrz. the great, the
learned, the fedentary, and the wealthy : but,
that the poor are more often affli&ed with it,
than is 1imagined. Which obfervation con-
vinces us of this remarkable truth, that no
age,nor condition, or rank whatever, is,or can
be, exempt from the difeafes incumbent to the
human fpecies. And that childhood and old
age, the two extremities of life, are, from the
natural ftate of imfirmity which attends them,
more liable to them than the middle, in which
what we fuffer is more owing to our own
irregularities than any thing elfe.

THERE is another grand caufe of the Govr,
and Scurvy which I would not forget to
mention, and which is our viuals turning
{four * upon our ftomach; an accident which

13

* I do not know of any thing which breeds the leprofy
fo faft as this acid ftate of the ftomach : in which cafe, I
frequently prefcribe alkalies with fuccefs.---And now,
fpeaking of this happy, and uninterrupted, fuccefs I al=
ways met with, in recommending contraries, to corredt
the bad ftate of the ftomach, in weak conftitutions, I
muft not forget to feize this opportunity of making a
refle€tion which, if duly attended to, will prove of infi=
nite fervice and utility to a great many ; wherefore, I will
communicate it here both to my readers and my patients.

~==It
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1s notified to us, by that acid matter which is
{fome-

-~-Tt is proved, that nothing, buta ]am!:.er proportion of
alkalies and acids, can form, what is called, a good and
Sflrong conftitution. That wherever one of thefe two
t%ualities is predominant in a body, this is what we un-
derftand by a weak and delicate conftitution ; becaufe there
will be fome fort of aliments which, difagreeing with'the
ftomach of that perfon, will not digeft, and, therefore,
will hurt it} and that ftomach will be faid to be poor and
weak. But, in fuch a cafe, was that perfon only to en-
quire into the nature of that {ort of aliment he ﬁ):'sds dif-
agreeing with him, and whether it be of an alkaline, or of
an geid, quality, he would {oon find thar this difagreeing
1s owing to nothing but his conftitution happening to be
precifely of the {fame quality with that fort of food which
moft difagrees with him : therefore, that, as that fort
of quality is already predominant in him, thatis to fay
out of due proportion with the other, that aliment in-
creafes ftill more that predominancy, and cannot, of
courfe, but abfolutely difagree with his ftomach. Whence
he muft conclude that, by ufing other forts of aliments,
of the oppofite quality, and coiifequently contrary to
that which is predominant in his conftitution, they cer-
tainly would agree perfeltly well, and never caufe him
any pain ; becaufe, in the diffolution they are to undergo
by digeftion, they would furnith that fort of quality
which is moft deficient in his conftitution, and thereh
counterpoifc the predominancy of the other. And thusit
is that, by a proper and watchful attention to the effe@s
we perceive that our aliments produce in us, we might
fave ourfelves a great many diforders to which, for want
ofit, we become a prey. For, this is the real, and only,
reafon why we find fome people who fhall be fond of le-
mons, oranges, currants, goofberies, vinegar, verjus,
punch, lemonade, &c, &c; while others will dread no-
thing fo much. The former are evidently of a predominant
alkaline, and the latter of a predominant acid, conftitu-
¢ tion.
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fometimes thrown up, and which fets our
teeth

tion.---Therefore, we muft then not leave this fubjedt,
without making again this other moft prudent and ra-
tional refleétion. Firft, That people fhould be more
cautious in recommending certain d];ets, or remedies, to
others, on that fole ground, that they themfelves have
received great benefit from them; and without being
previoufly acquainted with their natural quality, and
that of their own conftitution ; for, they may very well
fail with others, although they have fucceeded with them
and that by the fole reafon of the difference of conftitu-
tion. 1In the fecond place, and by the fame parity of
argument, we muit not, thercfore, wonder fo much, as we
arc apt to do, at the little, or no, benefit we derive fome-
times from prefcriptions, of the medical or diet Kind,
we receive from our friends, to whom, notwithftanding,
we know it for certain thefe have done good, in a cafe
fimilar to ours; nor blame, at other times, thofe fame
friends, and nppeach their good intention, for having re-
commended a thing to us, as of fervice and beneficial in
that particular caie, while we ourfelves receive nene at
all, nay, even a real hurt {fometimes, inftead of the good
we expected 3 becaufe it is inconteftable that the diffe=
rence of conftitution is the fole, and only, caufe of that
failure of the prefeription with us.---THEREFORE, now,
with a candour in which 1 glory the more, as it is lefs ex=
pected from a man of my profeffion, I will further de-
clare that the above reafons are the fame why {ome of the
advertifed medicines, though really good in themfelves,
and abfolutely capable of effefting a cure in the cafes for
which they are calculated, are fometimes, however, found
to fail of fuccefls with certain people, who, 1n trying of
another medicine of the fame ftamp, and prepared for the
fame purpofe by another advertifer, will happily be cur-
ed. The failure of the firft, confidered in its true hght,
15 no more a detriment to its merit and charaéter, than
the fuccels of the fecond 1s a proof of its fuperiority, +i;f_

point
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teeth on edge ; or, again, by the fmell of rot-
: {en

point of efficacy, over the firft. The whole eught to be
charged only to the account of the conftitution of the pa-
tient who has taken them, and to nothing elfe. "T'he
compofition of the firft medicine had, with refpect to the
conftitution of the patient who uied it, a predominancy
of the very quality which happened to be the predomi-
nant one alfo of his conftitution : thercfore, it could not
agree ; therefore, it could not effetuate a cure in that
patient. The other medicine happened to be as much
predominant the other way, and agreed better of courfe,
with the patient’s conftitution, and procured of courfe
the defired cure.  For, itisan undoubted truth, though,
I fear, little attended to by the Facurty, that, to pro-
duce a cure, a medicine ought to be as much adapted to
the nature of the conftitution of the patient to whom it is
adminiftered, as the aliments ought to be adapted to the
nourifhment thereof. Whence it refults, and muft appear
evident, that there can be no diferedit in a medicine for
mifling fometimes the effect intended by the preparer, and
expected by the patient : as there can be no ground of fu-
periority to be derived from, or to rejoice ar, the {fuccefs
of another on the fame patient, though it is too often the
cafe with, I am forry to fay it, fome of thole preparers
when that opportunity comes in their way ; which be-
trays in thofe of that ftamp, whoever they be, as great
an 1ignorance of the prineiples on which they are working,
as a bad and corrupted heart, deftitute of generoiity and
foiled with thofe fordid motives of {elfifhnets and intereft
with which the generality of the advertifers are reproach-
ed. And, a further proof of my aflertion is, that the
fame reciprocity of advertifements have often been feen
from two rival, and antagonift, proprietors producing
againft each other acknowledgments of gratitude addrefied
to them for benefits received by the medicine of the one,
after having unfuccefsfully ufed that of the other,---But,
will fome fay, does not this.declaration prove precifely the

O 2 objeftion
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ten eggs, and the ﬁinkin_g of our breath, ow-

ing

objeftion of the danger which is faid to attend the ufe of
fuch powerful medicines ? Does it not plainly juftify the
cry raifed againft them ? 'Since all mnﬂitutinnsh by your
own confeflion, are not alike, and fince the variety éan-
not be introduced in a medicine prepared in large quan-
tities at a time for the ufe of thoufands? To which‘ ‘al=
dwer in the negative ; and fay, nNo; it juftifies nothing of
the ufual exclamations raifed againft thole medicines ; and
that for three reafons, viz : The firft is 3 becaufe the chief
and principal care of the compofers, or preparers, of thofe
medicines always is to neutralize, as much as pofiible, the
acid, or alkaline, qualities of the ingredients which enter
into the compofition of their medicines, by blending them
witha due porportion of their contraries or correétors, fo
as to lcave them no fuch fufficient ftrength, force, power
cor virtue, as would enable them to do the mifchief which
otherwife might refult from an ufe.of them in their crude
ftate.---"T'he fecond reafon is, becaufe, in the bill of di-
redtions which never fail being delivered along with thofe
medicines, a proper caution and charge are always given,
and {trongly infifted upon, to begin the ufe of the medi-
cing, firft with fuch a particular quantity (and that quan-
tity, itis to be obferved by the bye, is always the {malleft
poiiible, and fuch a one indeed as would hardly make any
impreflion on the ftomach of a lark) then to increafe the
doft gradually, according to the feale of quantities given,
to fuch a particular and fpecified pitch, and No FAR-
THER, fhould it even agree, never fo well, beyond it 3
and that if, at any of the preferibed dofes, the patient
fhould find that the medicine does not agree with his fto-
mach, to retrograde back again to that particular dofe
which he did find to agree befi; then make 2 frefh at-
tempt to rife as far as the higheft dofe preferibed, 1f poffi-
ble ; if not, to return AND KEEP to the lower one, if
nong higher can do: which very dire&ions, when duly at-,
tended and adhered to, fit, as we way fee, thofe forts of me-

! dicines
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ing to an alkaline ftate of our food in the firft
refervoirs. '

It is the reafon why acids, and lemons *
in particular, are faid to be hurtful to perfons
afficted with the Gour, and thefe are cau-
tioned againft them.—But there is a method
of ufing them, which 1 would recommend,
and, if obferved, would blunt their malignant
effet. About the quantity of a fcruple of
Malt of tartar, or, of wormwood added to
half an ounce of the juice {queezed out of a

=

dicines to almo/? all forts of conftitutions.---But the third,
and a very ftrong, reafon why my precedent candid decla-
ration docs not, either authorize, or juftify, the clamours
ratfed againft the pretended danger attending the ufe of
advertifed powerful medicines, is again that a proper re-
gimen of life, and rules of diet are prefcribed to the pa-
tients in general ; the intent and ufe of which are to finifh
in each patient the cou nter-balancing of the predominant
quality which may happen to exift in the compofition of
the medicine : fo that, by a regular, ftri&, and flavifh ad-
herence to the prefcriptions, of the preparers of thofe ad-
vertifed medicines, thefe, as we have already faid ity will
fuit alinoft every conftitution, and itis evident no one
can poflibly be hurt, if even fo much, as a few, may be
found, in the crowd, who received not the benefit intended
by, and expeéted from, them...... But, I have faid,
and expatiated enough already upon this fubjeét : there-
fore, I will quit it for this time, and verbum non amplius
addam.,

* So ftrong is the acid of lemons, that a knife ufed
to cut them is very foon eaten in holes,

lemon,
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lemon, and mixed with a wine-glafs, or
more, of water, is fufficient to deftroy its
acidity, as in the faline draught. But, too
free an ufe of the alkaline falt thould not be
however, encouraged ; left, from one extreme,
we thould run into another, and, from an acid
ftate, we fall into an alkaline; which would
be as bad, as it is this laft which generally pro-
duces the malignant fevers. Therefore, in every
thing, moderation and rules muft be ftrictly ad-
hered to ; and, the Latin faying »e quid nimisbe
our inceflant guide, in all our a&ions,

Lo H B B EME TN,

OF all the diforders, to which the human
frame i1s liable, none are, none can be incura-
ble; though, many may exift now, which have
never yet been cured to this day.—T his earth
we inhabit, of which we make a part, carries,
both on its furface and in its bowels, every
antidote requifite againft the accidents which
can diforder the animal ceconomy. From the
{furface, we obtain the vegetable ; from the
bowels, the mineral and metallic, {ubftances.

Our body, fupported in its fun&ions by
nothing but a perfect equilibrium of afcend-
ing and delcending powers, cannot incef-

{antly,
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fantly, as it does, exercife thofe powers without
fuffering, at the fame time, an inceffant, a ne-
ceffary, anunavoidable wafte of them. That
wafte is manifefted tous bya fenfation, to which
we have given the name of /unger. It isthat
{enfation which prompts us to introduce into
our machine fuch materials as may contain, ac-
cording to the conftitution, and fabric, of each
fpecies, the proper particles to {fupply the de-
ficiency occafioned by the wafte. Hence food,
‘its neceffity, and the natural tendency of every
animal to imbibe it.

Tue feeming fagacity each individual dif-
covers, in the choice of the materials which {uit
beft its confiitution and conformation, might,’.r
1 doubt not, be here decorated, by {fome fort
of writers, with the high charaéter, and beau-
tiful names, of dire&tion, inftrution, infpi-'
ration, or, wifdom, &c, ftamped in the animal
by Nature. I call it nothing, but a neceffary
¢onfequence of the principles of its conftitu-
tion. I fay more: I fay it is merely the ef-
fett of that irrefiftible tendency, which divided
homogeneous particles have, of uniting toge-
ther. So, that there muft exift an homo-
geneity, between the parts which conftitute
the fheep, and the grafs of the fields: and, in-

vertedly,
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vertedly, there muft exift alfo a perfe@ hetero-
geneity, between that fame animal and the
roafted, or raw, fleth of an ox, or that of a
turbot ; fince, greedy after the one, he lances
towards it, and thrives upen it; while, averfe
to either of the other {ort of food, his repug-
nance to it is {o firong, that you might fee him
wafte abfolutely to death, fhould you put,
before him, nothing elfe for his{upport.

TuE chymical diffolution of that food, in
the pocket of the ftomach, and which we
know by the name of digefiion, produces a
refolution of it into its diftin@, feparate, pri-
mordial, and originally conftituent, parts 3
whence, the fubtile ones, which are homo-
geneous with the fabric of the animal, pafs
into it, as{upplies and recruits, to repair the
wafte occafioned by the frition refulting from
the exercile of its powers; and the coarfe,
ufelefs, component parts, which ferved only
to the configuration of the food, are thrown
out, as excrements,

'THE continual, and uninterrupted, exertion
of thofe ceconomical fun@ions, or adions of
the powers, inceflantly wafling, and as in-

ceffantly
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temmti}r recruiting, 1In an nrganmal body, is
what is tinderftood by the word Jife.

From this fucceflion of obfervations, we
{feem naturally led to admit ef a conviltion,
viz, that the leaft erratum in the quality, or
quantity, of the new and freth particles re-
introduced into the human frame, for {upply-
ing the deficiency of the wafted ones, muft
unavoidably be produétive of the greateft irre-
gularity, and difcordance, in the movements,
- fun&ions, and operations of the machine;
which difcordance, if not timely re&ified,
muft ablolutely make 1t fly to pieces, and de-
firoy it intirely. Now, improper aliments
always produce that erratum, the fruit of
which is that very difcordance in the opera-
tions of the engines of our fabric; or, in
plainer terms, the difeafes, and diforders, to
the rack of which, WE, in preference to all
the reflt of animals, {féem more doomed to,
and incumbered with, than any other what-
ever.

THE comparative view of the natural,
fteady and perfevering healthinefs of drutes,
with the variable fiate, and ailingnefs, of man,
feems to bring in the curious and very inte-

P refting
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refting quefiion, ¢ whether the prefent mode
“of hiving of this laft animal is natural to
“him or not; and whether it is not much
“ more likely, that he has prodigioufly de-
““ viated from the real food afcribed to his
“ conflitution, that is to fay, that fort of
* food which was homogencous to the pri-
““ mordial compofing parts of his paffe 2 But,
it 1s too learned a {ubjeét, to be confined to the
room we could allow it here for difcuffion ;
and too important, to be lightly touched upon.
Therefore, as, to do 1t juftice, it would take
a great deal more time than, at prefent, we can
conveniently beftow upon it, I will content
myfelf, for the moment, with only hinting
that any artificial preparation of daily food,
wrought by any other hand than thofe of
Nature is, neceffarily muft be, not only re-
pugnant, but alflo detrimental, to the bafis
of the confiitution of any animal, and, by
no means, can be homogeneous to it. To
thofe preparations, only and folely, may we,
MUST We, therefore, afcribe with juftice, and
to no nothing elfe, the true and dire@ caufe
of thofe innumerable difeafes which we find
to be the unfortunate lot of our fpecies: be-
caufe thofe preparations being themfelves com-
pofed of incompatible particles, and, befides,

5 I " quite
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quite heterogeneous to our conflitution, it
refults that their diflolution in our fiomach
muft introduce, in the whole context of our
fabric, fuch juices as, being total ftrangers to
its conftrution, cannot help caufing tenfions,
contra&tions, relaxations, diftra&tions, irrita-
tions, fermentations, in fhort, combuitions of
all kinds; according to the diffcrent qualities
inherent in them; qualities totally oppofite,
and contrary, to the difpofitions of the organs
through which they are conveyed.

Tui1s being {o, is it a wonder, now, that
we fhould be liable to {fo many difeafes as
we are ’—No.—As for my part, I think it is
a much greater fubjeét of wonder, indeed, we
are not all born rickety, crooked, cripple,
rotten, &c; nay, that there is ftill left any of
the human {pecies at all on earth.— This fally
will perhaps make fome people ftart; but it
will not caufe any fuch effe@ on thofe who
are acquainted with the great difference there
is between the longevity and fize of man at
this prefent time, and that of this fame animal

in former o AR

To return to our object: being once well
convinced, both by reflettion and experience,
22 that
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that all our habitual difeafes are owing to ne-
thing but a bad ftate of our blood, occafioned
by the unwholefomenefs of our food, which
introduces, among our juices, a quantity of
ftrange and foreign particles, which mix them-
{felves among them, and caufe all thofe ra-
vages by which we find ourfelves {o cruelly
tormented ; I thought that the only rational
and poffible means of curing them could un-
doubtedly not be by any outward application ;
and that 1t was much more concordant with
fenfe and reafon to introduce after them, by
the fame door, fome ingredients endowed
with the power and virtue of coping with
the firft principles of the diforder, to diflodge
them, and reftore the blood and humours to
their primary ftate and purity, by furnifhing
them with thofe original particles which con-
ftituted their former equilibrium, before they
were overwhelmed by thofe of the diforder.

Avy thefe refources exift in minerals. Mi-
nerals alone contain thofe powers which can
increafe or decreafe the velocity of the circula-
tion of the blond; thin, clarify and cleanfe it; ex-
pel the beterogeneous inimical particles floating
in it, and reintroduce thofe which may have
been deftroyed, loft, or, overcome by them, and

which
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which are requifite and neceflary to give it its
proper confiftence,

Ir you infit upon thofe minerals being
potions, and atk why I give not the preference
to vegetables *? 1 wall anfwer, that I have
two very great reafons for it: the firft, that
vegetables, fuch as might produce the defired
effeét, would be themielves as great poifons
as the minerals ; becaufe they muft draw thetr
virtues from particles of thefe firewed all
about the bowels of the earth which they fuck
up according to their nature, {pecies and dif-
pofitions. The fecond reafon is, that there is,
between minerals and vegetables, the {fame
difference as between the impetuous fiery
horfe and the peaceable dull mule. 'The firft
of which, if youare a good horfe-man, or
driver, will, by one fingle leap, timely ap-
plied, extricate you from the moft imminent
danger, when on the brink of a well, or in
the middle of a confuled helter-tkelter of car-
riages, at the breaking up of an opera, a ball,

% Vegetable food, fuch as greens and fallads, &c,
difagree very often with feorbutic and gouty patients, more
than any other food : becaufe they fill them with wind
and UNDIGESTABLE matier.

or
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or a review, &c, while, whether driven or
carried by the other, you could not but un-
doubtedly perith, and be crufhed to atoms, by
the relentnefs of his motions.

THEREFORE, I maintain, from the com-
parifon, that you may tame, conquer, ma-
nage, direct and regulate, at pleafure, the
operations of minerals, and obtain thercby
what eflect you pleafe from them, while,
with refpect to vegetables *, you find your-
{elf reduced to the neceffity of yielding to
their {low progrefs, and tedious operation, to
follow them in their dull motions, and, after
a long patience, to be ftill at the point where
you were at beginning; becaufe the diforder
bred poifons fafter, than the remedy could in-
troduce antidotes againft them, and got the
head of it. T'his accident can never happen
with minerals, whofe powers, brought down
at firft even lower than the weakeft vegeta-
ble, you may, by degrees, increafe to what
pitch you like, till you get the better of the

* Iqueftion whether Do&or Hirr’s vegetable prepa-
ration of the water dck ever performed a fingle cure, He
never advertifed any 5 yet, of his other noftrums he did.
The Dottor was an ingenious man, certainly, but the
greatcft of all Quacks,

principles
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principles of the diforder, overcome them,
and expel them, at laft, intirely from the
body.

Axp this happy defideratum 1 hope 1 am
in pofleffion of by the remedy which is in my
hands. A remedy which 1 neither am, nor
even wifth to be thought, the firft inventor of.
No; 1 candidly confefs I purchafed it from
one who, no more than I, invented it; but
who himfelf had it from one of the moft in-

«genious and fkilful adept in the art of chy-
miftry. By the wonderful cures this remedy
bad performed, when in the hands of its firft
inventor, and in thofe of his fucceflfor, 1
{foon was convinced of its real merit and effi-
cacy. But, when 1 became the only pro-
prietor of it, I was willing to put it to the
greateft trial, by opening a larger field of ope-
rations, whence, in a twelve-month, I could
draw as much experience as, without it, I
might not expe&t perhaps in twice twelve
years.—Lor that purpofe I opened in 1773,
a DispENsARY For THE Poor affidied with
either the Gour, Scurvy, RHEUMATISM,
&c, and gave repeatedly public notice I
would adminifter them that fort of remedy
GraTtis. My plan {ucceeded to the full of

Ly
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my expe&ations; and, by the wvaft number
of patients who flocked to me from all fides;
I was foon able to judge, from the immenfe
variety of cafes, how far my REMEDY could
be relied upon, where it cured, where it only
foothened and afforded a mere relief, and
where it mifled totally. Thofe obfervations,
clofely followed, carefully taken down, and
attentively compared together, joined with a
moft afliduous, and unremitted, ftudy of the
degrees of powers and virtues vefted in the
various drugs, and ingredients, which compofe’
the materia medica, fingly and combinﬁdly
examined, foon enabled me to difcover where
the fufceptibility lay of the REMEDY admit-
ting any improvement. I followed with fteadi-
nefs and perfeverance that track which {eemed
there laying open to purfue; and, fince, have
had no reafon to be difpleafed with the happy
fuccefs of my labours. Happily, they proved
not vain, and amply repatd me for my pains;
by the degree of perfection to which I was fo
lucky to bring my meEDpiciNg, which I have
now the confidence and boldnefs to aflert to
be certainly {urpafled by none at this prefent
time extant, if ever equalled by any. And,
in faying this, 1 hope I fhall not be fuppof-
ed to publifh a mere puff, void of foundation

a3
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as I can refer the public, for a proof of my
aflertion, to the vaft number of perfons who
have pofitively been cured by means of my
REMEDY, and to thofe who are acquainting
me daily, from every part of England, with
the {furprifing, and unexpeted, benefit they
have received from it, in the moft defperate
and inveterate cafes, '

HowevEer, I have already faid it many
times, and I will never ceafe to repeat it
again, I pretend not to work miracles, nor
to reftore youth to an old decrepit man worn
out by difeafes and decayed by age; but only,
by means of my medicines, to work interi-
ourly, and give new life and {pirit to the
relented circulation of the blood, clear and
remove obftructions, and ftrengthen the body.
Then this, in proportion as it recovers its
wonted vigour, becomes more able to bear
any accident which may happen; and, to
that circumftance alone, I afcribe {o many cures
as I bave had the happinefs to perform, fome
of which were of difeafes {o inveterate as to
threaten even a confumption in the {ubjeé.

Bur, this power was not to be obtained
from one or two ingredients alone. Some

Q operate
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operate onc effet only, others another, and
and others another again.  The merit lay
then in the art of uniting their feveral diftin&
powers; to modify, or affift, the one by the
other; and to make all work in concert in
the body. And this I have done by unit-
ing, after fingle trials, the moft proper in
one fole compofition. This union produced
what I had been in fearch of for fuch a long
while, an excellent medicine, in which I have
not declined admitting the Mercury of a
Van SwieTeN, or a Boeruaave, the An-
timony * of a Huxuam and a VALENTINE,
the Hemlock of a Stork, nor the acids,
bitters and alkaline vegetables joined with fieel
preparations, fo far as to corre&t and blend
the whole together, that one fhould not be
too powerful for another, but corret and
mitigate each other. Thus, I am not atham-
ed of confeffing it, my MEDicINE is un-
doubtedly compofed of poifons +: but, they

are

* Tojointhe powers of Mercuryand Antimony in pills,
or powders, is very eafly: but, to unite them in a liquid,
without lofing any part of their efficacy, is a procefs ex-
tremely difficult, and which has given me much trouble
before I could obtain fo defirable an accomplifhment,

t 1 doubt not but to certain unthinking and unreflet=
ing people, it will feem a very ftrange affertion in ms to

fay,
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are o tamed, or corre@ed, as to make them
fubfervient to the greateft end, viz: man’s
health; fince, as HirrocrATES fays, dior-
ders are to be cured by contraries.

As I have, therefore, {o openly ftood forth
as an advocate for the moft {landered minerals,
it is not reafonable to expeét I thould be afraid
to own I make ufe of them. Was I to do
it, it would undoubtedly be in me the greateft
piece of ingratitude towards them; fince 1

- have {o often experienced their mighty power,
to my credit and the great benefit of my nu-
merous pattents,

Courp I have found the fame advantage in
vegetables alone, I fhould have been very
ready to do them the fame juftice. But,
upon fair trial and experience, they have
proved too weak indeed, and infufficient,
And, it will appear perhaps a very ftrange

fay, that there is nothing in Nature but which, if ufed
or carried beyond certain bounds, muft and will de-
generate, from a fupporter, into a deftroyer, of health ;
and, thereby, be firitly deemed a poifon, fince it puts an
end to our life, Bread, wine, water, tea, coffec, or-
geat, &c, any exercife, any pleafure, or any pain, joy,
or fear, &c, every thing, in fhort, you can name is a

poifon.
Bl paradox
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paradox to the public, (though we have al-
ready obferved it before) to declare that,
medicines capable of doing the moft good,
generally are, and feldom can be any thing
elfe, but rank poifons,

I navEe not, however, the prefumption to
{ay that the difeafes, againft which my ME-
DICINE 1s prepared, are eafily removed, cur-
ed or eradicated; or, that I can give relief in
all cafes, ages, &c, as if I meant to give
people to underftand that all mankind were
fools before me. As I pretend not to work
by magick, I only declare my thoughts on
each diforder, and then give my mode of
treating it: and, though I have had the
fatisfattion to operate fuch great cures, even
n the Gour, I am notwithftanding con-
vinced this laft diforder will, whilft this
world exifts, ever be a fcourge to mankind,
in {pite of all the united efforts of EmpIr1cks
and REGur ARs. With reafon, affifted by
experience, we may, perhaps, become better
able to afcertain the caufe of that dreadful
diforder, and give relief: but, to difcover a
medicine fuch as to be capable of preventing
cither the Scurvy or the Gour, is the
height of abfurdity ; fince it is demonftrated

that
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that we breed them both inwardly, by our in-
temperance and extravagant mode of nutri-
tion, efpecially when we additionally commit
any irregularity in it. To expect, or at-
tempt it, would be then trying for a contra-
dition in Nature. Ridiculous! As ‘well
would it be aiming at compofing an antidote
againft the general decay of humanity, and
even death, '

WHEN a man complains of a malady, we
may fometime, [ will even fay, very offen
remove the prefent caufe. But, if the patient
15 an old man, we leave him {o ftill, for we
cannot bring the years of his life ten degrees
back, or, in plain terms, we cannot recall
youth. What then, will you fay, are
we to hope from your MEDICINE } Here
it is. My conftant object has been to fol-
low Nature and affift her in her firuggles,
not to foreftep her. Thus, inftead of mak-
ing ufe of thofe misjudged methods which
tend rather to weaken the human body, my
fole endeavours are to firenthen it: and fuch
thercfore, I anfwer, are the effe@s of, and
what you are to hope, AND ExPECT from, my
medicine, It 1s an antidote againit the foul

humours
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humours of the blood; and, in its procefs,
it alts by the moft gentle methods which can
be 1magined. It is elegant to the eyes, and,
in general, not unpleafant to the tafte. It
requires no confinement, only moderation in
diet: and, when affifted by due and reafon-
able exercife, it moft furprifingly reftores the
tone of the ffomach, and, thereby, promotes
digeftion. It firengthens the nerves, and
opens the obftructions in the moft minute
paflages ; which, therefore, may very well in-
title it to the rank of one of the moft power-
ful and efficacious deobftruents which ever was
invented,

I am convinced that I fhould have much
more refpett paid me, when a patient comes
with a complaint, did I make the parade of
ordering him to take a phyfick to purge him
firft; then, give him an cintment to rub the
part cutwardly, &c, &c, inflead of telling
him plainly, and without emphafis, zake thefe
Drors only. As fimple as my method
feems to be, it 15 no lefs fure of giving relief:
and the moft difficult tafk I meet with is only
the preventing people from being in a hurry
in taking the bottles, but to go by, and ad-

here
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here ftrictly to, the dire@ions given in the 4ill,
which always accompanies them.

Berore I was myfelf convinced of all this,
and could bring this MEDICINE to its prefent
improved ftate, it is undoubtedly true I com-
mitted many errors, which nothing lefs than
my DispEnsAry could inftru& me in, and
point me out, the method of rettifying, by
the many opportunities I had of feeing fuch
a variety of cafes. But now, {fuch is the pre-
{ent ftate of that Mepicing, that I am really
tempted to think it is come to the higheft pitch
of perfeétion it 1s fufceptible of ; and that it
15 capable, indeed, of anfwering the greateft
expectations,

As for counterfeiting it, it will not bear i,
without a vifible alteration in the effe&s, or
being attended with very bad and dangerous
confequences: an accident which, with mine,
that is to {ay, with that prepared by myfelf,
I have both the boldnefs and fatisfa&ion to
affirm never happened, nor can poffibly hap-
pen, provided the &4/ of direétion be faithfully
adhered to. And, on the contrary, the effi-
cacy is even {uch that a fingle large bottle has

often
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often proved quite fufficient to makea trialand -

be able to judge of the merits of it, in cafes

of Rheumatifins *, Gout, Leprofy, Scurvy, Ul-

cers, Nervous Complaints, &c. An obferva-
tion which I am fo much the more authorized
to make, and to take advantage of, as I am
convinced none ever took it, but after having
tried before all the refources which the art and
fkill of the faculty could invent, and there-
fore after Nature had been put to the rack to
exert all her powers, and was quite exhaufled.

As I never negle& to acquaint the public

with the dates of the feveral cures, and (when-
ever I canlearn it) the number of bottles each
took to be compleated, it is eafy to be {atisfied
of the truth of my aflertion, however afto-
nithing as it may appear to the reader; a fur-
prize which cannot be greater, at any rate,
than that of the patients themf{elves who have
hitherto experienced them, and my own.
Yet my natural candour does not permit me
to deny that all are not {fo happy as to meet
with the fame defired fuccefs. It is true

M

* As I confider the rheumatifm, except that arifing ac-

cidentally from catching a cold, to be ina great meafure

mvin%)to the fame caufes as the gout, it is the reafon why
I fay but little on that diforder in particular.

2 that

il
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~ that fome *, have taken the Drops a great,
many months before they were radically cur-
ed ; though, from a ftate of decay and impo-
tency, they were, in a few weeks, able to
get their bread. And again, in the Gour
and RurumaTisM a great deal can be faid
in behalf of thefe Drops, and, I believe,
equal at leaft to any pretender: vet, as in Mr.
Kelly's cale, fome may have a relapfe ; but no
fooner do they apply to the MepIcINE again,
but they find inftant relief,

In the Gour I could apply many an ano-
dyne, liniment 4, vegetable oil, &c, &c. But, [
am

# See their cafes at the end of this work,

+ There 1s no diforder, perhaps, which requires a
greater car¢, and a more judicious treatment, than the
GouT ; and none to which fo little attention is paid,
The general notion, which people have fo ftrongly im-
bibed, that the GourT is incurable, has, by the coun-
tenance it has received from the writings of many of the
moft celebrated and able phyficians, raifed fuch a ftrong
pejudice in the minds of the generality, that they are
totally deaf to all reafoning, loft to all hope, and fo
ftrongly perfuaded that no telief can be expedted from
art, and the whole muft be left to the work of nature
alone, that PATIENCE AND FLANNEL is become quite
proverbial among the ARTHRITICKS. In confequence
of which, it is amazing to fee what pains the patients
take to increafe the inflammation, by wrapping up their

feet
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am fo fenfible that thefe outward applications,
far from being able to defiroy the caufe, might
| much

feet in wool, then drinking AMadeira wines, and other
hot, or {picy, draughts, under the falfe and erroncous
notion of keeping the Gout from their ftomach. So
that, when the feet and ancles are fwelled to fuch a
pitch, that it caufes, in fome méafure, another addi-
tional diforder, and that, by the acutenefs of the pains
then felt by the patient, his life is become a burthen,
and death lofing its hideous face would feem more ac-
ceptable ; if, to footh the pain, you come and propofe
him an ointment, or a liniment, to be applied outwardl

on the afflited part and eafe it, your offer is received,
if not quite with contempt, at leaft with terror, as if
you meant to poifonhim. Notwithftanding, and though
(as it appears plainly enough by what I have faid, page
85 of this pamphlet) I am no friend myfeif to ointments,
I cannot help declaring, that under fuch predicaments,
and in circumitances of this kind, it is wife and prudent
to ufe fuch as will eafe the pains, remove the obftru&ions,
and diflolve thofe thick depofits of the diforder, which turn
into chaiky concretions ; {hould even the effeét be to re-
pell that matter into the ftveam of the blood. And the rea-
fon I give is this. Whatever may be taken interiorly,
for the cure of the GouT, is flow in its progrefs ; and, when
it comes round to the part afflited it has not the power
to reftore flundity to thofe concretions already petrified ;
and, by thofe concretions, a patient may remain lame
all his life afterwards, Thercfore, if the ointment is
affifted by fuch interior medicines, as are capable to
cope with the principles of the diforders, and expel them
from the mafs of the blood, there is incontf:{tably no fort
of !Jacl cﬂnﬁ:ciutﬁn{'c to be feared from an outward appli-
cation of that kind which Cnmpc-ﬁ:s the patiEnt,.ﬂivES him
inftantancous eafe, and procures him reft; ﬁnze, when
the diforder flies back, it is iﬂum:diat::ljr encountered b

another powerful enemy (the medicine) which prevents

the
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much more likely make me run a great rifk
of repelling the poifonous matter to a more

noble part, that nothing, except the moft
excruciating pains, can ever induce me to
comply with the requeft, when it is defired
from me,

A SarsaParinLLA drink, with an addition
of fennel feeds, I often recommend, indeed, as
an affiftant ; but very different I order it from
the faculty in general, with whofe practice of
boiling this drug and the bark decoétion{olong,
I totally difagree : becaude, it i1s obvious that
the freeft particles always evaporate firlt, by

the further havocks and mifchiefs, which undoubtedly
might enfue from the repulfion. In fuch cafes, there-
fore, and in no other, I mean when a violent and in-
tolerable inflammation attends the fits of a Gour,
and proper medicines are ufed inwardly to deftroy the
caufe, I fay that ointments and liniments may be ufed ;
I recommend them, and I'do ufe them. And to fhew,
more demonftratively, how confiftent T am with myfelf,
and that no little nibbling eritick fhould " have afterwards
any opportunity to handle it into a contradiétion, I fur-
ther declare, in a more explicit manner ftill, that, were
thofe Gouty inflammations of a nature ever to come to a
breaking, or a fuppuration, I would then oppofe oint-
ments with as much vigouras I do in the cafe of fcorbu-
tic eruptions ; becaufe, under fuch circumftances, it
would vifibly be fhutting a door which nature herfelf
" had {}Fencd for the diforder to come out at. Thus 1 be-
tieve I have now made myfelf quite underftood,

R 2 ebul-.
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ebullition.- My Sarfaparilla drink will keep
many weeks good, by adding a due propor-
tion of fpiritto it. Thus will it alfo be clearer,
and more plealant to the tafte, than the gene-
ral drink of that fpecies.——In fummer time,
a cooling acid drink ¥, when it agrees with
the conftitution, is likewife very proper, and
may take the place of Sarfaparitla. And it
will be found generally to agree, as moft of
the Gours are of an alkaline nature.

Uron the whole, I hope no one will re-
fufe me the juftice to allow that my method
of treating the afflifted is rational, aund agree-

—grie

* Tt is proper here to inform patients, that there are
two forts of acids, of diftin& and different natures, which

hould be well undcrﬁoml by them. One i1s ulmlcfﬁmc,
and advantagcous to the p1c[e1vat1nn of life and health,
as much as the other is deadly. This laft we breed our-
felves in our ftomach, and 1s the effeét of a weak confti-
tution. The firt we are furnifhed with by Providence
itfelf, who has taken care to fpread it plentifully on the
tace of the earth, in all the fruits and vegetables, to coun-
terbalance the alkaline quality of our animal food, and
affitt in its diffolution by digeftion. 'Who can hﬂl ad-
miring the hand of the Llcatur in all his works, whf:n
one confiders the fagacious combination of contraries with
which it is interfperfed, for the prefervation of the whole,
as this cafe 1s a moft ftriking example : fince the hotteft
climes, fuch as the fouth of France, Weft Indies, and
other places of that kind, more apt to produce alkaline
conftitutions, are all moft largely ftocked with acid ve-
actables, fuch as grapes, lemons, oranges, ananas, &c, &c !

4 able
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able to the procefs of Nature, which it always
affifts, and never contradits, nor oppofes:
and that no hurt can accrue from my RE-
MEDY, if taken according to the direstions
given in the bil.——Indeed, its fafety is {uch
that children and PREGNANT WoMEN * MAY
TAKE IT WITHOUT the leaft rifk or danger.

ArTER all, every man muit reft upon his
own judgment, and appeal to the rectitude
of his principles and good intention, for
all the effe@s which can refult from what he
compofes, For, the moft able and experien-
ced phyfician has no juft reafon to pride him-
{elf for the moft uninterrupted feries of fuc-
cefles : fince all his fkill and art will always
fall infinitely fhort of all the various accidents
and new diforders to which mankind are lia-
ble, and will not even (as in the cafe of Dr.
SypeNuHAM) prevent him from falling him-
felf, perhaps, a vi&tim to the very difeafe -,
in which he had given relief to thoufands.

* Very different from a certain advertifement pub-
lithed in the Morning-Pofl, to the thame of the Nation
and of the Legiflature, by both of whom it 1s unnoticed,
but unfortunately NoT so by thofe for the murder and
-deftruétion of whom it 1s calculated.

+ The Gour.

E b NS,
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I HAVE lately #* found my{elf under the
neceflity of raifing the price of my Droes,
from three to four, and from five to feven fhil-
Iings a bottle : but, I hope no reafonable per-
fon will think of difproving me in that flep,
when they confider at what vaft expence I
muft have been in making the different trials
necefiary to bring them to the prefent fiate of
improvement to which 1 have brought them,
and efpecially fince the year 1773, when I firfk
opened the DIsPENSARY for the poor, which,
ever fince 1 did, and now do fiill, continue to
keep open for their relief: and when I affirm,
upon the word of honour, thatI fend every day
thefe fame Drors, GRATIS, by gallons, kegs,
quarts, pints and finall bottles, to every part of
Great-Britain and Ireland, there to be diftri-
buted, by my agents and correfpondents, to
Sucl -of their neighbourhood as are aftliéted,
and unable to procure themfelves relief in pay,
Ing.

R

¥ This very year, on January the 1ft, 1%46.

A P-
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A Pran oF TnE DisPENsaRY For THE Poer, EsTA-
BLISHED 1IN 1773, AND EVER SINCE SUPPORTED
WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF ANY PUBLIC OR PRI-
VATE SUBSCRIPTION,

$ I have often had occafion to make mention of my Disrznsany,

A of the time when I firlt opened it, and of my uninterrupted conti-

. nuance of it, ever fince its eftablithment, to this very day; I think I fhall not

be blamed, if; to prevent being fufpected of having propagated a mere puff, I

fubmit to the publica fhertskeTen, or prax, of the form I have given

it, that they may more eafily gather fome opinion of its prefent utility and

advantages; as well as of thofe it might, by improvement, be fufceptible of,
in time,

Two years after I had opened it, in March 1773, I renewed my invitation
“to the poor, and brought that fame Drsprwnsary under the ftrict regulas
tions and formu/e under which it now ftands, and in the manner following.

R e e e Rt S L e o ——
s PILSEURTY? I8 P ENSARY.

[, = y Rt

A N
4N VI T AT I ON o vas P OOR
AFFLICTEP WITH EITHER THE
SCURVY, GOUT, RHEUMATISM, LEPROSY, EVIL, &e.

7 March 1205, 1775,

I:I E Posr making, by their number, the greateft, as, by their labour and
induftry, the moft confiderable and ufeful, part of the community, it
behoves the man of fenfe and feeling to pay the greateft regard to their wel-
fare; and the phyfician is bound, by the laws both of humanity and pa-
triotilm, to give them not the fmalleft thave of his attention, On thofe pria-
ciples, 1 have never neglefled mentioning in the ApvxrTIsEMIN TS of my

Medicinezs
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Medicines that I treated the Poor GRaT1s3 and] dare confidently to truft irs
snd rely upon, the candour fand integrity of the public, that no one, either
in town or in the country, can rife to fay that, on perfonal, or epiftolary
application, I ever did refufe, or negle&t, to give, or fend, my medicines,
when they made their indigent circumitances known to me.

BuT, here, I muft beg to explain myfelfin 2 more clear and explicit man-
ner. By the poor, are geherally underftood two clafles of people, viz. fuch
a5 are intirely deftitute, and another fort which would not like to be ranked
among them, though, on account of the fmallnefs of their yearly flipends,
they cannot afford to pay an equal price with people of fortune.——To the
former *, T abfolutely give my attendance, advice, and medicines GRATIZ,
tc the latter |, at HALF PRICE.

TuesacFoRE, as the happy fuccefs my medicines have, for thefe many
years palt, met with, among the moft opulent part of this nation; and the
great encouragement I muft acknowledge I continue daily to receive from that
fide, neverdid, nor ever will, {well me with fuch an impertinent pride, as
to make me think myfelf above my bufinefs: and, as I am fully impreffed,
on the contrary, with a due fenfe of gratitude for my paft and prefent fuccefs,
and the many favours hitherto conferred on me, I cannot better teftify how
deeply affefted I am by them, than by confidering the true merits of my avo-
cation, and the real advantage I am hereby enabled to derive from it, by the
fwest opportunity it gives me of relieving an immenfle number of my poor and
diftrefled fellow-creatures. NMany, indeed, who labour under fome one ar
other of the above-mentioned diforders, not having the means of procuring
themfelves the very neceffaries of life, can ftill lefs be fuppofed to think of 2
coftly remedy againit their excruciating pains. ‘Therefore, fully fenfible how
very ferviceable and ufeful this far pre-numerous part of the community
(the poor and indufirious) are to focicty, I do hereby publicly prcragre
and-G1vE NoTIcE, that, through a principle of humanity and tendernefs
for them, I bind mylelf for ever to keep the following contra&, and articles
of agreement with them, viz.

* It is to be obferved that the Poor did at firft receive the Drors gratis
all the year round, as fome do even now: but the great numberin:rnﬁng
daily fo faft that 1 foon difcovered a great abufe by people who had no real
complaints, and who fold them at a low price to others, after having them-
felves received them for nothing, I was obliged to throw fome check in their
way, and I took the refolution to make them pay one fhilling admittance,
for which they receceive a ricket for fix weeks, at the end of which term,
they wnay renew it, if requifite, for one month, on paying another fhilling.

+ To thefe fort of people I ofien grant the the Drors ata third and 2
fourth of their price.

1. Tuar
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I, TuaT on Tuefdays and Fridays, from nine in the morning to three in
the afterncon, 1 will give ApviceE and ATTENDANCE GRATIS at my
own houfe, to poor prrsons of either fex, and of any age.

II. Tuar all the poor recommended by houfe-keepers, by people of ranle
and fortune, under whofe proteétion they may happen to be, or duly provided
with a certificate figned by the church wardens and overfeers of their refpec-
tive parithes, and attending at my houfe, on either of the two above-men-
tioned days, fhall receive both my advice and my medicines GraTIS ®,

III. TuaT they who, though not opulent, could not fubmit to be ranked
pofitively among the poor and indigent clafs, and find themfelves, however,
on account of their fmall income, the precarioufnefs of their bufinefs, or
the large number of their family, unable to pay the price thefe medicines
have been fixed at, fhall meet with tender treatment, and have a proper
regard paid to their circumflances, by admitting them on paying only one
half of the price §.

IV. TuaT for the fake of thofe who, living in the country at fome dif-
tance from London, cannot without interferring with the emoluments of
their week's work, attend on any of the above-mentioned days, the fame in-
dulgence fhall be given to them on Sunday morning till twelve o’clack.
And if it become burthenfome or expenfive to them to take often fuch an ex-
curfion, I fhall take care to provide them at once with {uch a fufficient quan-
tity of bottles, as will make the frequency of theirattendance lefs neceffary,

V. TuaT all letters (poft paid} fent for advice, fhall have a punilual an-
{wer returned to them; and, with proper vouchers of inability to pay the
full price, or any price at all, thofe who live in the moft remote parts of this
kingdom, fhall enjoy the very fame advantages, asthofe who are on the fpot,
and have the anTiscorsuTic DRoPS fent to them GrAaTIs, on paying
the mere carriage of the fame 1.

* Under the reftrictions juft mentioned in the precedent note.
+ And even a tkird or a_fourth as before mentioned in the precedent note.

T But now every one of my agents is authorized to grant thele advan-
tages to fuch of their neighbours as ftand under the fame predicaments as
here defcribed, and are provided with medicines in calks for that purpofe.,
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OF THE VARIOUS FORMULE, To BE OBSERVED ERFORE AND AFTER
GAINING ADMITTANCE TO THE sAID DisrENSARY.

IN oRpER to be admitted to the aforefaid Dispensaxn ¥, the petitioner,
upon application, is provided by me with the following printed copy of a
Patient’s cafe filled up in his prefence, which he is to fign before a witnefs
or two, and on the back of which is a letter of mine to the church-wwardens
Aand owerfeers of his parith, and underneath their certificate ready printed with
blancks to be filled up, figned and attefted by them, in the following manner,

THE PATIENT 5" CASE,

THE under written by Trade
in the Parifh of in the County of declares,
that has for for thefe pait laboured under a
attended with for which
has been treated without effeét,

Wherefore, having being advifed to try the ufe of SerrsBvrvy's Anty.
tcoreuTIC Drors, and being unable to afford paying the Price at which
they are fixed, humbly craves the Indulgence of being admitted at
the faid F. Srivseuny's Dispensary as a Pavezr; and, upen pro-
ducing a CERTIFICATE duly authenticated by the Overfeers of the Parifh
aforefaid, as a Voucher of actual and truly indigent Circumftances,
thereby to enjoy the Benefit accruing from the charitable Diftribution of the
faid Drors, fo generoufly offered by the Authur in his INviTATION TO

THE Poor of the y2th Marth 1775, in Confequence of which it
encouraged to make the prefent Application, and petitions for obtaining the
faid Drors Grartis. Dated this Day of in thg
Year 177
Signed in the Prefence ¢f the following
Witne[Jes.

Te
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To the Church-Wardens and Overfeers of the Parith of
in the County of

GENTLEMEN, 177

FRAHCIS SPILSBURY of the Disrensary for the Poor
afflifted with either the Gour, Scurwy, Leprofy, Ewil, Rbeumatifm, &c.
Bcc. eftablithed at No. 5, Mount-Roww, on the Surry Side of Weftminfler-Bridge,
having been applied to by the above-mentioned
in a Cafe of in Order to be admitted as a Paupery
and, in that Quality to receive his Dreps, Advice and Attendance Gratis,
requefts the Favour of your authenticating in the following Certificate, the
Weracity of the faid Petitioner’s alledged indigent Circumitances, and whether
you think to be a true Objeét of Charity, In deing
“which you will oblige
GENTLEMEN,
Your meft obedient Servant,

= = Cees ¥
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o F
ADMISSION At SPILSBURY's DISPENSARY, ror a PAUPER,

i‘l L E whofe Names are under-written, Overfeers and Church-Wardens

of the Parifh of in the County of
certify that by Trade is really a
Pauper, afflicted with and in that

Quality an Objeé truly worthy being admitted at Mr. Sp1tsBury's Dise
PENSARY for the Poor, there to partake of his charitable Diftribution. To
atteft the Veracity of which, Wz have fignedand delivered to

the prefent Centificate, this Day of in the Year 177

NexT to this, when the Petitioner returns with his certificate in dus

form, he is entered into a Regifter ready printed with blanks, and in the
following double form,

£s Anng
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Anno 197 Mo,

v B L

I HIS day a

Pauper, by Trade
of the Parith of in
the County of has
been admitted for Weels,
cn the recommendation of
to be treated for

at SPILSBURY's DISPENSARY;
and there, at the fame time, to re.
ceive the AN TiscorBuTICc-DROPS
GRATIS.

N. B. Tki; Ticket bas beent re-
meqved on the day of
for Feeks,

N DT 835

Anuns 177

Per ConTRA.
a‘.Er.f_lr'aEJ

7:?.!'3 day
bas been dﬂr_

charged from the Dilpenfary by reafin
of bis
RECAPITULATION.
Diforder
v Entered
Difcbarg *"i Difcharged

]Lcum per- [in  weeks.
formed with bottles.

TrEx they receive the following ticket, engraved on a card, asa proof of
their admittance and title to the medicine, being delivered to them graris.

Annc 177

?-j:l’ E  Bearer

Parifp of
Wecks, on the recommendation of
treated for

GRATIS.

and there at the fame time fhall receive the AnT1scorBUTIC-DRors

By order of the Proprietar
Ticket of admittance,

No.

a Pauper, of the

is admitted for
1o be
at SPILSBURY s Dispensar v,

Byt when a mere indulgence is granted to certain people on account, and
in proportion, of their unfavourable circumnftances, their names is only en-
tered into a Regifter, fomewhat fimilar to the other, but printed in red, and
sonformable to the following (pecimen,

Anng
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Anno 177 No.
HIS day by trade
was admitted to the indulgence of Shilling per every Bortle of our
AnxTiscoreuTic-Drors, on account of h unfavourakle circumftances,
Recapitulation.
Tbis Grant good for Bortless
Repenved for ditta
Diforder
Patient entered
Difcharged by reafon of on day of
in Weeks.
SR { with Bottles.

A after being thus admitted and regiftered, they receive the following
Ticket engraved alfo in red, on a card bearing the fame number and date.

R LT e
Anno 177 SPILSBURY's DISPENSARY. No,
AN indulgence of Skillings is bereby granted per every Bottle
of the AxTiscorpuTic-Drorsto
in confideration of unfaworable circumfancess——=Dated this
day of 177
By order of 1be Propricter.
This Ticker good for Boteles
— -

Havixe thus finithed the account of the plan on which my PusrLie
Disrensary is conduéled, 1 beg leave to intreduce a few of the moft re-
cent cures | have had the happinefs to perform by means of my medicine, and
which are all fo well authenticated that I hope they will leave no ground for
the leaft fufpicion of fraudulence and fubrepticioufnefs behind them in the
mind of the reader. I fhall therefore, give them as they ftand in one of my
hand bills, with the copy of that very hagd bill itlelf, which is as follows,

SPILS.
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SPILSBURY's tMPROVED ;iHTISCGRBUTI¢+ﬁRDFS,

Prepared only by FRANCIS SPILSBURY, Chymift, No. 5, Mount-Row,
on the Surry-Side of Weltminfler-Bridge ; who at his own Expence opened
a Difpenfary for the Poor, in the Year 1773, where Numbers have been
relieved gratis by his Medicine, after being difcharged from the Hof-

pitals as incurable.

TH ESE DROPS raifed on January 1#, 1776, to four and feven
fhillings a bottle, are proved, by experience, to be one of the firft medicines
now extant in thefe kingdoms, for the radical cure of the Scuray, Gout, Rbeu-
matifm, Ewil, Childven's Eruptions, Ulcers, Leprofy, Nerwous Cemplaints, Humours

after the Small Pox and Meafles, &c. Their efficacy exceeds every thing of the
kind which ever did precede them ; and whatever has hitherto been difcovered

which proved of any utility and benefit in thofe complaints, has been happily
united and combined, in them, to compole one compleat remedy. This muft
account for that great fuperiority of cures in point of number and perfetion,
performed in a much thorter time than any other perfon ever could, or can even
#meww, produce in fimilar cafes; fince ore fingle bottle of thefe Drops has offen
proved fufficient for a cure in a recent cafe, and always fo, fora trial, in an
inveterate one. Aninconteftable proof, undoubtedly, of the merit of this me-
dicine in the above-mentioned diforders. Were not thefe Drops really held
in the fame efteem by the public, that truly impartial judge, and generous re-
warder of the pains and labours of thofe whofe aim is to pleafe it, and to
deferve its favours, the proprictor would not have been able to raife them
twice fucceflively in two years, in order to affift himfelf in the fupport of a
very expenfive DISPENSARY for the Servants, Meckanics, and Poor, fet up
at the Proprietor’s own and fole expence, in the year 1773, and ever fince kept
up on the fame generous and difinterefted principles with fuch care and afii-
duity that by the printed Regifier Buok of the faid Difpenfary it appears that,
during the courfe of the rewo laff years enly, no lefs than 493 perfons were
relieved, many of whom had been deemed incurabie at the Hofpitals, and a4
fuch difcharged.

N. B. Tux procels of operation of thefe DROPS, in procuring a cure,
and the chicf tendency, indeed, they have is, inflead of enervating a pas
tient, as other medicicines in the following cafes always do, to flrengthen
on the contrary the conflitution, and, by ftimulating the principles of the
diforder, to give them an aftion which might aflift that mended conftitution
in throwing them off from the body,

Txr



ﬁPPENDIX. 134

Tue following feven cures are new, and were &/ publithed rbis yeary
before a certain Perfon had publithed.ore ;

Mg. Ranpar Donmonp, of the roth ward, Chelfea, afflicted fourteen
years with the gout and rheumatifm, often fo bad as to deprive him of the ufe
of his limbs, after having tryed many medicines in vain, was cured by twelve
large bottles, Auguft 10, 1775,

A TrapEsMaN io the city of Peterborough, whohad feveral holes in his
legs, after having been at the falt water and found no benefit, was cured by
taking fix bottles only of Mr. Spiltbury’s drops. Witnefs Mr, Horden,
bookfeller, of Peterborough, Northampton, Auguft 26, 1775,

Mzs, Mary CrLay, aflifted with a leprofy on the arms and body ; fome
of the fpots as broad as a half-crown, which fealed off and then came again,
cured by twenty fmall bottles, For particulars enquire at the Seven Stars,
Bromley, near Bow, Middlefex. Der, 22, 1775.

" Carrtarn Mircag, at No. 12, Dean-fircet, Shadwell, London, of the
Mary, lately returned from Virginia, reading Mrs, Taylor’s cure of nine holes
in her leg by five battles, tried thefe drops, and is now cured, tothe furprife
of himfelf and friends, by fix large bottles only, of one large ulcer, and two
fmall ones in his leg, of five years ftanding, which bad baffled all the efforts
of the faculty. Fan. 2, 1776.

February 11, 1776,

A ceNTLEMAN in the neighbourhood of Chefter, far advanced in life,
laboured under an inveterate fourvy more than twenty-eight years; by ob-
firuftions, and at different times it caufed a rheumatic gout, great laffitude,
wandering pains, feurvy blotches, eruptions, yellow jaundice, and other
illnefs; he tried many internal and external antifcorbutics, without effect ;
he is now free, in appearrnce, of the fcurvy and other complaints, by tak-
ing, according o direction, SPILSBURY’s ANTISCORBUTIC-DROPS,
Any perfon may be fatisfied of the truth of the fact, and the gentleman's
name, by applying to Mr. Pocl, bookfeller, in Chefler, or to Mr. Spilfbury,

To Mr. SPILSBURY, Chymiit,
8 TR, Feb. 4, 1776,

I surFxrED feveral years under the moft violent feurvy, which broke
put particolarly in great fifiures, with fourf on my hands, like the bark of a
tree, which not only rendered them a fad fpectacle, but deprived me, ina
preat meafure, of their ufe ; and after having applied to feveral eminent Phy-
ficians in vain, (whatis no lefs extraordinary than true) T was cured by taking
oaly five fmall bottles of your drops. Iam, Sir, with refpedt, &e,

MARY WEATHERILL.

At Mrs. Underwood’s, No. 8, Broad-ftreet, Carnaby-market, London.

Ancrber
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Arother remarkable Cure in Edinburgh,

I Hexr1ETTA PaTerson, Step-daughter to William Gray, Taylor,
in Edinburgh, aged fixteen years, have been troubled with a moft inveterate
feorbutic humour in my feet, for upwards of ten years paft, to fuch a degree,
that one of them broke out in large holes, and continued running, fnd caft-
ing large fcales, like bark, notwithftanding the many appli:ati?ns of different
medicines, by the moft eminent phyficians of this place, all without the leaft
effe® ; till about nine months ago. I was recommended te Mr, Elliot, to
make trial of Mr. Spilibury’s direftions, I had not ufed two bottles, till I
began to find the good effc@ of that medicine, which has continued daily to
fuch a degree, that I am now quite recovered.

HENRIETTA PATERSON.

Any perfon doubting the truth of the above, may be fully fatisfied, by ap-
plying to the faid H. Paterfon, at my houfe in Law’s-plain, Stone-clofe,
Canengate, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, March g9, 1776. Wwu, GRAY,
The above is likewife attefied as a fadt, by

ohn Carftairs :
] e ¢ Surgeons, Edinburgh.
George Wright,

Thomas Matthew,

' llege Kirk, Edinburgh,
Robert Walleer, } Elders, College Iirk, urg

An extrasrdinary Cure éf the GOUT.
To Mr. SPILSBURY.
$1R,

T suart always think myfelf obliged to aclinowledge the very great be-
nefit I have received by taking your Drops, which hashad a happy effeét, by
relieving me from diforders that had reduced me to the loweft ebb. Al-
though I made ufc of and teok a multitude of prefcriptions of fome of the
moft eminent phyficians in London, likewife feveral bottles of another adver-
tifed medicine, made three journcys to Margate without receiving any re-
fief whatever, and was almeft in defpair of ever being cured: when happily
I was advifed to make a trial of yvour Drops, which have given me new life,
though near fifty years of age, and have been upwards of five years moft vio-
lently affliéted with the RurumaTtic Gour, and Sevrvy, which had
enfeebled me to fuch a degree, that I was not able to drefs or undrefs myfelf
for upwards of eight months ; but am now thank God, happily reftored to my
health, and ftrenpth; and being very defirons that the public fhould know
where to apply for relief in fuch cafes as mine, (with refpet to which the
faculty are as yetin the dark) I will do myfelf the pleafure to wait on any
gentleman or lady, to give any further information required, and am, with
the greateft refpeét, Sir, Your moft humble fervant,

Harrow, Salifbury-court, Flect-ftreet, J+ KELLY.
Londun, May 3, 1775.
I Joww
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1 Jouw KuignT, Shoemaker, near the turnpike, in Stroud, Kent, was
afflicted five years with a {corbutic humourin the hollow of my arms, almoft
round, and my fhoulders were covered with it, which was attended with
exceffive itching, and a running humour as clear as water, which fcalded and
corroded other parts, and ftiffened my fhirt like buckram; and the fkin fealed
of with white feurf and then came agaiu, attended with a fever: T was fearce
able to do any werkj my face was full of large pimples ¢ In fhort my comi-
plaint was too bad to be deferibed. By taking four fmall bottles of Mr. Spilf-
bury’s Drops 1 found furprizing relief, and by continuing them, I am cured
of thofe complaints. Any perfon may be fatisfied of the truth by applying
to me a5 ahove, or to Mr. Fifher, Bookieller, at Rochefter; who faw me in

my miferable condition, when I applied to him for the drops. Swly 23, 17735.
JOHN L.NIGHT.

Jane Reap, fervant to Mr. Cranfton, mailer of one of the city of Edin-
burgh’s {chools, was grievoully 1ficted with amoft inveterate fcurvy, fo that
her whole body was almelt coversd over with a very thick fcurf, which came
* off at times in large pieces, and immediately grew as thick as formerly; and
having been informed of the happy ¢ffeéts of Spillbury’s Antifcorbutic medi-
cine, and that he was fo charitable as to order Mr. Ellict to give it gratis to
two patients that were not dble to pay for it, application was made for her,
and by the ufe of i¢ alone, fhe is now perfecily cured of that diforder., And
from gratitude to Mr. Spilfbury, as alfo for the information of others who
may labour under the like diforder, fhe defires this may be made public,

N. B. Ir any perfon fhall doubt of the truth of the above, by applying to
her at Mr. Cranflon’s, teacher of Englifh in Niddrie’s Wynd, they may be
fully fatisfied. The above is alfo attefted for truth by

Edinburgh, Dec. 10, 1774, JAMES CRANSTON,

N. B. As a further proof of the efficacy of thefe Drops in this country,
any perfon calling at Mr, Elliot’s, may have the perufal of letters from feveral

perfons, who would not chufe to appear in print.

“8 IR,

A rrw years ago I gota bad furfeit, by drinking cold water, (when hot)
which foon broke out in an inflammatory rafth on my arms and other parts of
my body, which itched intolerably, Having tried various medicines; with
the affiftance of one of the hofpitals, all to ne purpofe, I heard of the extra-
ordinary cures your drops had performed. Itried fome of them. Happy for me,
eight bottles cured me, without trouble or pain. I am, Sir, with gratitude,

your humble fervant.
Newv. 4y 1777 ST. JACKSON,

T Anatker



138 P i i o e R

Anzther remarkable Cure of the Gout, by fix Buttles orly,
To Mr. SPILSBURY, Chymift.
TR May 26, 1776,

Fox more than fix months I was not able to make any ufe of my hands,
even to feed myfelf, or move my hat, through that moft excruciating com-
plaint called the GOUT, which had reduced me to the moit languifthing con-
dition, and almoft to death ; and, being abave feventy years old, T defpaired of 2
remedy, when fortunately I was recommended to you by a Lady of character,
who advifed me to make ufeof your Drops. I had no fooner taken the firft
bottle, but I got new life, and by fix large only, I found myf perfeétly
cured (though it wasin the hard froft) to my great fatisfaction, and the fur-
prize of all thofz who knew me,

My Wife, who had long been fubjet to violent Rheumatic pains in both
her arms, was alfo cured by two bottles of your medicine: with plea=
fure and with graiitude we fubfcribe our names, and will fatisfy any one
concerning the particulars thereof at the Wheat-fheaf, in Glanville-fireet,
Rathbone- Place, St. Pancrafs, London,

THOMAS and MARGARET CORKRAN,

Te Mr. SPILSBURY, Clymiff, No. 5, Bfount-Romw, Weltwinfler-Bridge,
Proprictor of the Aatifcorbutic Drops.

Tuis is to certify, that I Thomas Roach, fon of Patrick Roach, of the
parith of Clonallan, in the county of Down, was aflicted for feveral years
paft, with an obftinate feorbutic diforder all over wy body and arms, for
which I had taken many medicines without finding any benefit, and from
the virulence of the diforder had almoft defpaired of recovery ; but being re-
commended to try your antifcorbutic Drops, I found fix botties of that valye
able medicine produced a convincing vroof of its furprifing efficacy, by coms
pleting a cure to the aftonithment of every perfon that had feen the fate of
the diforder ; itis now feveral months fince 1 quitted taking the drops, and I
have not found the lealt fymptoms of its returning. Given under my hand,
October 29, 1773.

THO. ROACH.

Witnefles, John Caulfield, merchant, and Robert Stevenfon, bookfzller,
in Newry, Ireland.

Other recent Cures, by taking the ANTISCoRBUTIC DRoPS,
5 1R, July 235 17754
By taking five bottles of your drops I am cured of nine holes in my right
legy after having advice and been at large expences with the faculty, without
fuccefs, until reading in the papers of ‘the great cures your drops havs
performed, which induced me to try them. You have my leave to publith
this, Witnefs my hand, JANE TAYLOR,
Jarvis Houfe, Sun Tavern Ficlds, St. George’s in the Eaft,

September
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September 5ty 1775-
Mrs. Evtzaseru ForsTer cured of a bad fcurvy, and other difagreeable
complaints, by taking unly fix bottles of Mr. Spilibury’s Drops.
Witnels Mrs, Hall, Ne. 103, Beaufort-Buildings, London.

Likew1se a Gentleman's maid fervant in Newcaftle upan Tyne, afflifted
with the fcurvy that her hands became fo much contrafted as to difable her
from working; and on applying to a gentleman of the faculty, he told her
fhe had no remedy but keeping her hands from water ; but hearing of the
efficacy of Mr. Spiilbury’s Drops, fhe took only two of his bottles, which
reftored her hands to their former flate, and fhe is now perfe@ly able to per-
form her work.——The truth of this may be known by applying to Mr,
Saint, Printer of the Newcaftle paper. '

Newcaflle, April 20, 1775,

T Mr. SPILSBURY.
SIR, Fan. 10y, 1774,
~ Tue kindnefs I have received at your hands (in curing me of an inveterate
fcorbutic diforder by your Antifcorbutic Drops, when I was in the midft of
delpair, having tried many medicines in vain) demands the tribute of a grateful
acknowledgment, and for an encouragement to others, I will relate my cafe.
T'was aflicted near feven years, chiefly on my left arm, from my elbow to
the wrift, which formed a cruft and a continual fealding humour ran down
¥ my finger ends, the fame on my neck, a large place, which ran to my waift,
and itched fo intolerably that I fcratched in my fleep to fuch a degree, that I
was frequently raw; my ftomach was weak, and in fo poor a ftate that almoft
every day there came off half a pint of clear water, and continually drowfy ;
every one that knew me faid I was in a deep confumption. After I had taken
four large bottles my ftomach was ftrengthened, and I mended daily, and by
taking twenty I am perfetly reftored to my health, and free from all com.
plaints, as hundreds in the neighbourhood can teftify.
I am, Sir, your humble Servant,
WM. TURLEY, Shoemaker, Turnmill-ftreet,
Witnefles, Mr. Evans, at the Turk’s-Head, Turnmill-fireet, and Edward
Harrifon, Well-fireet, Oxford-road.

Te Mr. SPISBUR Y, Chyrift.
March sthy 1774,
About eight years ago a bad irritating humour broke out on my body, arms,
and legs, in fmall pimples, which itched intolerably and kept growing worfe 5
fo that the humour got fo ftrong as to affe@ my eye-fight, attended with a
bad head-ach and a pimpled face, accompanied with a loft appetite and a
fever: after having trisd various medicines to little purpofe, I wasadvifed to
try your Univerfal Antifcorbutic Drops; after I had taken two bottles I
found relief in my eyes and head, but the medicine then forced the humouyr

T 2 out
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out in a number of large boils on my body, fome of which were a5 hrozd
as a crown piece, and dilcharged a foul corrofive matter for feven weeks,
and then healed up gradually., I continued taking the drops, which created’
an appetite, and agreed with me very well, and purified my bloed, that I
am now entirely free from all complaints, having taken not more than
eleven botties. Any perfon calling at No, 5, Charing-crefs, oppofite Nox-
thumberland-houfe, fhall be fatisfied of the truth of the above.
T am, Sir, your obliged humble fervant,
JOHN VALENTINE.

Avrso Thomas Granby, four years old, fon of Mr. Granby, at No. 2,
in Britannia-row, Lambeth, near Weftminfter- bridge, was terribly affliéted
with a bad ulcerated head, and other lwellings and pimples on his body,
cured by two bottles only : at the taking the frft bottle the fores difcharged
a foul corrofive matter, which fmelt intolerably, and then healed up gra-
dually, as ufual in thefe complaints. .

April 2, 1774,

A GENTLEMAN cured of fcurfy eruptions, by fix bottles, only, Witnefg
Mrs, Sturch, bookfeiler, Newport, Ifle of Wight. May 12, 1774-

Tuxs is to certify, that my daughter of fourteen months old, was cured
{by one s5s. bottle of Spillbury’s Antifcorbutic Drops) of a very bad fwelling on
the ear, of feveral weeks ftanding, which run a foul matter, and the humour "
crept along the cheele with a white fcurf, which peeled off, and then came
again.

May 14, 1774. Witnefs my hand, JOHN CRAWFORD,
At the Caitle, near the Turnpike, Weftminfter-bridge, Surry.

Mgs. Jane Stevenfon, of Stamford Lincoln, was troubled with the fcurvy,
attended with lownefs of {pirits, rheumatic pains, and lofs of appetite, for
near two years, was cured by five bottles., Witnefles H. Stevenion and
Wm. Royce, bookieller, of Stamford,

Jure 15 1774

Lixewise a gentleman of independent fortune of Peterborough, cured
of an inveterate feurvy, which had rendered his life milerable, by a few
bottles of Mr. Spilibury’s Drops. For particulars, enquire at Mr, Horden's,
bookfeller, in Peterborough,

?ﬂﬁ'#d‘?j 20tk 177 5

Mkr. Sagoe, keeper of the toll at the obelilk, Blackfriars bridge, was
very much aflicted with the gout in his feet, but was fo much relieved by
one ss. bottle, and 2 deco@jon of farfaparilla at night, thatin a few days
be was able to wear a commen thee, to the furprize of all his acquaintance.

March 5, 1774, ' R

Tuip
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Tats is to certify, that I Abraham Geers, of Gray’s Inn Lane, Holborn,
London, have been affliéted for feveral years with an obftinate feorbutic dif=
order, attended with great itching on my bedy and arms, for which I had
taken many medicines in vain ; and from the malignancy and the continuance
of the complaint, had defpaired of relief ; for the humour had caufed a pain
in the head, withdeafnefs, for nine months, which rendered me incapable of
my bufinefs; but by the blefling of God, and taking ten fmall bottles of Mr,
Spilfbury’s Antifcorbutic Drops, am perfeétly cured of my deafnefs and the
above diforders.

Offober 8, 1774+ Witnefles to the faid cure,

Gilbert Stevens, Tath-ftreet, Gray’s-inn lane,
John Cotter, in Fox-court, Gray's-inn lane,

I Wirriam Corsox, wright, in Portlburgh, (or Weft Port) having a
daughter of twelve years of age, who, upwards of three years ago, by a fall,
got her leg feratched a little above her ancle, which, in a fhort time, caufed
an inflammation, which fpread for feveral inches, and at laft formed into an
_alcer or boil, which gathered and broke alternately for feveral months;
and after trying in vain moft of the dotors in Edinburgh, I at laft procured
from Mr. Elliot, bookfeller, in Edinburgh, fome of Mr. Spilfbury’s Uni-
verfal Antifcorbutic Drops, and began to ufe them in the month of January
laft, and have continued ufing them, according to his dire@ions, till the pre-
fenttime 3 by the ufe of which, and the bleffing of God, fhe is now perfeétly
secovered, Out of gratitude to Mr. Spilfbury, and compaffion for thofe in
like diftrefs, I think it my duty to make public this cure, that others may
not lofe the opportunity of being cured alfo,

Edinburgh, March 10, 1775+ WILLIAM COLSTON.

«¢ That the above figned William Colfton hath refided many years in the
¢ Welt-Kirk parith, and is of 2n unexceptionable charaéter, is attefted by
é us, JOHN GIBSON, Migifter. JOSEPH GAVIN, Elder,™

G o2 >

Fuly 27, 1776
A DREADFUL SCORBUTIC CASE.
However true certain fafts may be in themfelves, when attended with
fuch firong marks of improbability as the following, a man of honour and
delicacy, who has his veracity and reputation at heart, finds himfelf much
embarraficd fometimes how to exculpate himfelf from the fufpicion of
quackery, by convincing the public of the re@itude of his principles, and
feruples often to publifh them. But, the fubjeét of the prefent cafe is fo
well known to all his neighbourhood, and to the moft eminent and diftin=

guithed perfonages of the faculty, that, I believe, T may reft with confi-
dence
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dence upon the numerous atteflations of the one, and the candour and
probity of the cthers, for the verification of the following well authenticateq
CurE,

Tre Cask.

Ox the sth, of January, 1774, one Jouw ParmEr, near fifty years of
age, a Shoemaker, then living at Mr. Menk's, Tobacconmift, and now
removed to Mrs. Samgo’s muffin-thop, both in Grafton-fireet, 5t. Ann’s,
Soho, was taken out of his bed in a fituation fo deplorable, that thofe
who accompanicd him thought he had not many days longer to live, and
brought to my Difpenfary in a coach, at the expence of Mrs. Afillar, now
of the Cock, in the fame Grafton-fireet, He had been afflicted with a
Jeurwvy for twelve years before that time, the firft attack of which had noti-
fied itfelf by a pain in his left elbow, and had gradually fpread and increafed
to the point of being fo univerfally ulcerated, as to apply fucceflively, though
in vain, to feveral of our public hofpitals. He had been fix wwecks in St.
Bartholomew's Hofpital, under the great Surgeon PoT ; ome mon: b an out-
door patient of St. George’s; fix months in the Weltminfer Infirmary; and
in thefe places he had been pronounced incurable. When I faw him, he
had his face covered with holes and ulcers, as well as the infide of his mouth :
and under his chin a cavity capable to conceal one’s thumb, On his right
thigh he had fuch anumber of holes, as, according to his account, amounted to
the number of farty, and fome of which were capable to contain a pigeon’segg,
that the fight infpired horror ; he could wear no breeches, and had only a
large piece of cloth to lap over, and tie with firings. His oppofite arm (the
Jeft) in which the diforder had begun, was fo uncommonly ulcerated, that,
at firft, he could not be prevailed upon to mention it, for fear of difcouraging
me from undertaking him : and, indeed, it was fo bad that the very bones
were eaten inj and, during the courfe of the medicamenting, worked out
two fplinters. On his breaft there was another hole capable to admit g
gommon hen's egg.

Tree Cure,

I gave him immediately the quantity of four of my prefent feven.
fhillings bottles of AxTiscorBuTic Drors in a large one, to take ace
cording to the diretions ; and, by the time he had confumed them, he was
able to ftand upright, and to walk. I gave him then another fimilar quan-
tity ; after the ufe of which he was able to work, And, in about sine
menths, all the capital ulcers were healed, and his face, mouth and body,
though even now moft disfigured by frightful feams and {carifications, were
already all found 2nd whole. As a few more ulcers remained, here and
there, on his body, he has ever fince continued taking the Drors, which
make two years and a haif from the firlt ; and, at this very day, has fill,
I eonfefs, two or three little holes juft under the feat in the breech,
But this I afcribe to his fedentary life, and is undoubtedly the natural effect

| of
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of the preflure and friction refulting from his mecde of employ; which,
obliging him to fit all the day to earn his bread, and depriving him of a
proper exercife, draw the humours where the velocity of the circulation of
the blood is more impeded by the weight of the body. A circumftance which
will, perhaps, obitruét the cure from ever coming to a more complete degree
of perfeftion ; though in flare guo it may be looked upon as both an objeét
of furprize to many incredulous opponents, and comfort to thofe who are
aiflifted with fo dreadful a diforder, however defperate be the pitch to which
it may have arrived in them, {0 as not to lofe all hopes of relief, after fuch
an example. And, for the benefit of fuch, as well as for my own perfonal
credit and intereft, I hope thofe who will read this ¢ sz and cur £, whe-
ther friends or foes, will not truft to this narrative, but enquire from tha
patient himfelf, and all the other perfons whole names and direftions have
been heretofore mentioned in the beginning of it.
F, SPILSBURY.

3 = B

N. B. Thefe Drors are fold in four and feven fhillings new-moulded flat-
fquare bottles, fealed with the emblem of Hope, and have the following
infcription in a wave, viz. Fra. Spilfbury, Proprictar of the Univerfal An-
fifeorbutic Drops ; they are fealed up, with wrappers printed in red, in folio
bills, figned Frs. Spilbury, containing an account of a great number of
cures, to which the number of botties is generally added, with the author's
obfervations and advice on diet, and on the Scurvy, Gout, Rheumatifm,
nervous complaints, &c. They are fold at the following places in London :

By Mr. ®Wilkie, No. 71, 5t. Paul’s
Church Yard

Mr. Davenbill, No. 38, Corahill

Mr. Rorbwell, No. 47, New Bond-
ftreet

Mr. Corrall, No. 6. Catherine-fireet,
Strand

Mr. Hall, No. 103, Strand

Meflrs. Houghton and Valefcure, at
the Royal Exchange,

And at the following Places in the Country.

At Bath, by Mr. Crurravell

At Briftol, by Mr. Cocking

At Bury, by Mrs. Rogers

At Cambridge, by Mr. Flercher
At Chefter, by Mr. Pes!

At Dublin, by Fames Hoey

At Edinburgh, by C. Elfior

At Gloucefter, by Mr. Rajkes

At Liverpool, by Mr. Gore

At Newcaittie, by Sainr and §lack
At Newry, by Srevenfon

At Norwich, by Mr. (:r:mﬁ

At Oxford, by Mr. Fack/on

At Salifbury, by Mr. Fobnfon

At Sherborn, by Mr. Geadly
And at Yark, by Mr. Teffyman.

And by moit printers and bookfellers in the capital towns throughout

Great Britain and Ireland,






