Free thoughts on quacks and their medicines, occasioned by the death of
Dr. Goldsmith and Mr. Scawen; or, a candid ... inquiry into the ... advertised
remedies ... Wherein ... have been ... interspersed ... animadversions
tending to defend minerals ... by proving the superiority of the productions
of the mineral ... kingdoms / [Francis Spilsbury].

Contributors

Spilsbury, Francis.

Publication/Creation

London : Printed for J. Wilkie, No. 171, St. Paul's Church-yard, and Mr.
Davenhill, No. 30, Cornhill, 1776.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zh4aj9y5

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

























e 57

H‘“"—&ﬁ

N s s o oo s e s o e o e W e et St ] A

L -

/i

mﬂ%

ﬁ,.-i-i-b-b'l"-l"'" Bt e B B e B e e B B T e e Bl e B B B B B e B

1

RS

-

2a620

iy =M PO R

W

f

g
T e B i e o o S AN UL S ot sy :--a--..g....hq-q-q-.-q st bl A ARk i e, _ft‘:f;;

FREE: "HOUGCHTS ”‘
¥

O N

QU A TGEK TS

AND THEIR

M E B % L. N "E &

i

I

;

!

.
Occafioned by the Death of i :

Dr. GorpsmiTH and Mr. ScAwEN;  §
0 R, 4

A CAnNDID AND INGENUOUs INQUIRY into the Me- ¥
rits and Dangers imputed to ApVERTISED REME-  §
DIEs :---In which, an inveftigation of the nature E
and origin of their compofition has been attempted :  F
and the degree of confidence they deferve, alcertained. 1}
i

i

b

F

i

:

i

:

i

:

i

i

---WHEREIN, alfo, have been occafionally inter-
fperfed fome few animadverfions tending to defend
MixverALs in general, and exculpate MErcury
and ANTiMoONY in particular, from the ill-judged
and ill-grounded afperfions thrown againft them ; by
proving the fuperiority of the produétions of the Mi-
NERAL, over thole of the VEGETABLE, Kingdoms.

Dedicated to the Legiflature in generaly, ory both Honfes
of - Parliament.

Tntereft Reipublicer, cognofci males. Cicero,

E@ TN Biedy I
Printed for J. WiLkiEg, No. 71, 5t, Paul’s Church -yard,
and Mr. DaveExuirze] No. 30, Cornhill,

MDCCLXXVI.

B T A B B e B o & R fﬁ

e b D e

;







A A R BB L B DR A D
R e e~ e b ke - -t e e - e+ gt -t R - e - e e e

C O N T E NI

To TuE BriTisH SENATE, &c, vii
THE PREFACE. 1 XV

Al T oyl S I Y ] 1.

Page
THE STATE oF THE QUEsTION - - I
> T T Bl L ) 11,
Ox MERCURY axp ANTIMONY - 36
sabcC o L@ N, OHL
Or Tue SCURVY awp GOUT, and a cer-
tain well known Remedy, calculated for the
purpofe of eradicating thofe two troublefome
Diforders - - - =
SCURVY - = Dy - 75
(-:l 0 U T = - oy - 90
Toe REMEDY - - - - 102
POSTSCRIPT - - - 126
APPENDIX - - 12%

A Praxw ofr THE DISPENSARY ror THE
PooRr, ESTABLISHED IN 1773, AND EVELR
SINCE SUPPORTED WITHOUT THE MSSIST-
ANCE OF ANY PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SuB-
SCRIPTION - S - ibid.

A RE-



B @ e R e g [ B
Page
ARENEWED INVITATION To THE PooRr ;
of March 12th, 1995 - - - 127
SPECIMENS OF THE VARIOUS FORMULE, TO BE
OBSERVED BEFORE AND AFTER GAINING |
ADMITTANCE To THE sAIp DISPENSARY 130
------------ OF THE PRINTED DOUBLE REGIs~
TER-BOOK FOR A PAUPER, AND TicKET 132
e OF THE PRINTED SINGLE REGIs=-
TER-BOOK FOR THOSE WHO RECEIVE AN
INDULGENCE ONLY IN THE PRICE, AND
Ticxer - - - 133
A LisT oF AUTHENTICATED CuUREs - 134

1R R N S A

Page g, I 1. confaguine, read confanguine; p. 15, 1. 5. abilites, abilities;
p- 29, 1. 13. fpatters, {patter ;- ibid. ). 26. wouid, would; p. 42. ). 16. time,
time being; p. 48, L. 14. kill. kills ; p. 40, 1. 13. anafeed, anifesd ; p. 3,
L 2. in cafe, in thecale ;- p. 62, Jeff L. it in malt, of it in malt; p. 65, L. 12,
* T;i p. 67, 1. 18. On the other, On another; p. 80, 1. 22. onétuous,
unétuous; p. g4, . 12. refults, refult ; p. 106, 1. 13, necefiarily, and necel-
farily ; ibid. ). 24. no nothing, nothing.

T O



e Wi

. N
% ok ® % % ¥ R R X R K R F R ¥ R K * %
B T T B

TO THE
BRITISH SENATE,
2
GREAT COUNCIL or THe NATION.

PATRES CONSCRIPTI,

I NTEREST Reipublice, cognofci Malss, faid
once the Prince of Orators before a moft auguft
affembly, To you, therefore, RESPECTABLE
BRITISH SENATORS, give me leave to
addrefs it again, in this very critical junéture:
when wolves, cloathed in the habit of lambs,
come, with a faint voice, to proftrate themfelves
at your feet, and fupplicate the fanétion of
YOoUR authority, to extend flill more privileges,
already too large, and fatisfy, the better, that infa-
tiable thirft after riches which confumes them,

b Iz
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It was the opinion of the juftly celebrated
Chancellor Bacon, that fure guide of every in-
quirer into NATURAL PHILOsoPHY, that MEDpI=
cIixE was but a branch of it, and could not be
improved until its imperfections were pointed out.
And, how will, how can, its very well known,
and much complained of, prefent imperfeét ftate,
ever be pointed out, if that ArT be fettered, if it
muft be confined to a certain fet of particular peo-
ple who, pleafing to call themfelves by the name of
regular-bred to it, would like to engrofs to them-
fetves alone, and exclufively of any one elfe befides,
the free exercife of it; who would fain attempt to
colour, with the mioft infamous denominations,
any fair and candid inquirer into the merits and
virtues of the drugs which compofe the materia
medica ; while he 1s trying, for the fake of im-
provements, the inexhauftible modes of their com-
binations, and the innumerable advantages which
may refult from a juft, and judicious application
of them, in certain cafes? Can it be expected that
thofe fo opulent praétitioners, already drowned in
profufion, voluptuoufnefs, pleafure and luxury, will
exert their thickened and congealed imagination in
the improving of an ARrT, the very defetts, and
imperfetions of which, alone conftitute that un-
fathomable golden mine whence they draw all
| their
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their wealth; and which, to increafe fill- more,
they make it a point to exercife Jill more imper=
fectly than it really is. CONTRARIIS CONTRARIA
CURANTUR is an axiom approved by experience,
and undeniable by reafon. To theold, rich, and
wealthy tradefman, grown lazy and indolent, by
an exuberant plenty, was not a young, induf-
trious, man, oppofed, what would become of trade,
commerce and merchandifing? Error and TRuTH
always ftand on the fame line, and by the fide of
each other, From the difcovery of the former, man
is infenfibly, and gradually, led to the enjoyment of
the latter. 'Therefore, far from its being expedient
as fome would infinuate, to confine the number
of thofe who are engaged, at one and the fame
time, in the inquiry and purfuit of a defirable ob-
je&, it is evident that, the greater the number is,
the fooner may the difcovery, or attainment, of
that object be expected, Had the purfuit of Ma-
THEMATICS, GEOMETRY, MEcna~ics, Naru-
RAL PHirescruy, and other branches of ufeful
knowledge, been, as the Art of Prysic, pro-
ductive of any daily pecuniary emolument, at the
time of the purfuit and exercife, to their purfuers
and exercifers, and had it been, at the fame time,
confined, in every age and every country, to a

few fele€t individuals, how far fhould we be now
b 2 from
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from that light by which we are illuminated, and,
to which we ftand fo much indebted for the many
ufeful difcoveries which contritute {o largely, and

in fo many relpects, to our prefent happinefs and
fatisfaction ?

Now, what are all thefe without HeaALTH?
How can meEALTH, confidering our prefent moft
erroneous way of living, fo different from former
ages, be preferved, continued, or, recovered with-
out Meprcine? And how, by preference to any
other art, can MEpicivg, the moft interefting
and the moft intricate of any, be faid, at this prc-'
fent time, to be brought to ifs perigee ?—Itis not.
~If not; inftead of fettering it more than it al-
ready is; inftead of confining the number of the en-
quirers after it ; it behoves then the LEGISLATURE
to fuffer, to orRDER it to be PREE and OPREN,
for the benefit of fociety, to every ingenious en-
quirer, And, THEY may even think it again a
very happy cafe that, without being at the trouble
of finding, as in other branches of learning, proper
rewards to excite thofe purfuers, increafe their num-
ber, and encourage their fteadinefs and perfeverance
in fuch inquiries, the success thould carry thofe
very rewards in itfelf ;. and the hopes only of en-
joving ong day a return, proportionable and ade-

quate



DEDBDEENTTE N x1

quate to the utility of their difcoveries, fhould
fupport them in, and through, their labours; as ex-
perience fhews that, by the unfortunate lot of
man, that return never did yet, nor ever will, fail
to prove, indeed, fully fufficient to repay largely
{fuch difcoverers of NEw EFFicAcCIOUs MEDICINES

for theirtime, troubleand expences,

IT 15 too well known to the generality of indi-
viduals, too perfectly averred, too unqueftionably
authenticated, that thofe very fame people who are
underftood and claffed under the denomination of
the FacuLTty, impelled and {timulated by their {el-
fith and interefted views, never fail, wherever
there is any appearance of lucre and profit to be
drawn, to fend an innumerable quantity of ufelefs,
and, as they pleafe to confider and term them,
harmlefs medicines to their patients, the dangerous
effect of which is that, after having thus trifled and
fported with their fellow-fubje&s’ lives, for the
fake of thofe pecuniary and mercenary emoluments
they wifthed to derive from their credulity, they
have often fixed and rivetted alight complaint, and
metamorphofed it into a moft hazardous and dange-
rous cafe, which it is not in the power of the moft
fkilful AscurLArius, afterwards, to eradicate; and
which, after the moft lingering pains, the moft

2 €aclru-
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excruciating torments, terminates, at laft, in the
death of the patient. While, a timely application

of one fingle, and no expenfive, medicine might
have removed the caufe of the complaint, and pre-

{erved an ufeful member to the community,

SUCH, MUCH RESPECTABLE SENATORS, 1S,
however, and every individual among vou knows
it, if you do not, if vou cawxor, colleftively
know it as a body, fuch is the charater of
thofe men who, not yet content with the dan-
gerous and extenfive power already too incauti-
oufly vefted in their hands, and which gives them
the fatal opportunity of facrificing, at pleafure,
His Majesty’s faithful fubjets to their infa-
tiable avarice, their greedinefs and covetoufnefs, are
now plotting an application to this MosT AuGuUST
AssEMBLY, in order to obtain, by furrepticious
arguments and captious mifreprefentations, a fur-
ther extent of their already too large privileges ;
and a greater reftriCtion of the fole and only means,
now extant, which, narrow as they are, can put,
however, fome fort of a check to the ravage of
their uncontroled devaftations, and their unlaw-
ful practices,

To
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To my firt text, therefore, rLLusTriOUS SE-
NATORS, I return, and infift that it is highly
the intereft of this free, powerful and populous
Nation, that the wickep who diftarb her bofom,
who are daily nibbling her heart, thould be known,
and amened before this mosT awervr Tri-
BUNAL, to an{wer for their deeds and receive the
fentence due to their deferts. Let the fummons
be given; and we fhall fee which, of the two
contending parties, will be the readieft to obey
it,

Ler whoever will tremble. Confcious of my
own reftitude, though ranged, by profeflion,among
that particular clafs of people generally underftood,
and improperly denominated, by the empty and
infignificant terms of Quacks and Empiricks, I
am ready, whenever MALicE and ENvy fhall
found the trumpet, to come full of that confidence
and dutiful refpe&t due, from every BriTon, to
this MosT AucusT ASSEMBLY, to {tand forth in de-
fence of the general rights of that clafs, and fubmit
my own particular whole condué, principles,
motives and practice to the examen and cenfure
which this GREAT AND IMPARTIAL AQSEMEL‘{,
in its profound wifdom, will pleafe to make, and,
fure of its equity, to obey the fentence it will be

pleafed
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pleafed to pronounce. For, if Intereff Reipublice
cognofci MarLos, there refults two things, firft
that non minus ipfimet Reipublice intereff, BONOS at+
que cognofii 3 and, fecondly, that the inveftigation
of the one, in one fingle cafe, is, and muft ab-
folutely be, produttive of the difcovery of the
other.—It is the objett of the following fheets,
MOST RESPECTABLE SENATORS, to elucidate to
the community this intricate point, hitherto kept,
by the artful infinuations one fet of people, and
the indolence of the other, in producing any de-
fence, under an impenetrable veil of darknefs.
But, fhould it ever be the lot of this important
caufe to come before YourR auGusT TrRIBUNAL,
I fhall not be backward in coming to acknow-
ledge, at your feet, as I have juft reafon to do,
the real confidence I place in your penetration and
the equitablenefs of your judgments, as well as
the fincere refpe¢t with which I glory to declare
myfelf,
PATRES CONSCRIPTI,

YoUuR PROFOUND JUDGMENTS’

Moft Humble and Dutiful
Admirer, and Religious Obferver,

THE AUTHOR.

PREFACE.
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HE unfortunate and untimely death of Dr. GoLp-

smMiTH, in March 1774, followed, little more than
twelve months after, by that of Mr. ScAwEN; and
both faid to be owing to fome of the moft accredited
advertifed-medicines, raifed, about that time, fuch an uni-
verfal cry againft thofe forts of preparations, and their
authors, that nothing lefs than a total abolition of both,
feemed to be threatening, and near at hand. The tri-
umphant car was already prepared which all the Quacks
were to follow, chained down to it, with their medicines
hanging about their neck : and a great deal befides, more
ealy to be fancied than defcribed, was expefted to be
the confequence of two fuch accidents, happening on
two fo confpicuous perfons, as thofe laft viftims of
advertifed-medicines.---The fcandalous charges, feafoned
with the moft malicious and envenomed language, and
quickened with the moft cutting lafhes of invidious acri-
mony, were pouring like hail from all fides; and, in
the midft of that ftorm, when every thing feemed to
portend a wreck, the poor Quacks feemed petrified,

as if the bead of Medufa had appeared before them, and
c recelved
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received the fire of the enemy with a kind of infenfibi-
lity, and without offering to reply by one fingle round.
---Amazed, at that ftate of indifference, in the injured
party ; and not knowing what to afcribe it to, whether
to a wantof feeling, to inability, cowardice, or what
elfe ; and confcious, at the fame time, of the goodnefs
of the caufe, as well asof the advantages of the grounds
on which it was to be fought, I ventured a few reflec-
tions on paper, in defence of the MINERALSs in gene-
ral, and, efpecially the two moft difparaged ones, MER-
cury and ANTIMONY. There, I endeavoured, by ra-
tional arguments, and without any retaliation of injury,
to convince unprejudiced minds of their power, their
efficacy, and their sAFETY above all; for, this was the
great contended point, and the moft material article,
But, about the fame time, the trial of Mifs BuTTER-
FIELD came on at Croydon ; where, had it not been
for a multiplicity of affairs then on my hands, I fhould
not have failed to attend, firft led by the fame curiofity
as brought thoufands to that place, but more efpeci-
ally, and particularly, for the fake of hearing what
might be urged and debated, about the merit or deme-
rit of the medicines, to the charge of which Mr. Sea-
wEN’s death was to be laid.---However, by the print-
ed copy of that wial, which now lies before me,
I had the fatisfattion to find that nothing bad had
been proved againft any one in particular, and in-
trinfically , that is to fay, in refpeét to the nature of
their compofition, and their application to the feveral
purpofes for which they are each fingly and fpecificatively
calculated. As I found alfo, that it was clearly proved,
to the fatisfaltion of the jury and all who were prefent,
that onLy an improper and fecret ufe Mr, SeAwew

might
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might bimfelf, * (and without 4 the knowledge and par-
ticipation of Mifs BuTTERF1ELD) have made of fome
{fuch medicine, (but which, in particular, could not po-
fitively be, afcertained) had perhaps contributed to or
haftened, his deftruion.

AFTER fuch an evident acquital, of the many charges
laid daily, fora great while, to the {fcore of QUACK-MEDI-
cINESs, I expefted every thing would have remained
quiet as before, and the ftorm would have fubfided, which
had raged fo vehemently againft them for fome time.
Therefore, little defirous, after the example of acertain
brother Quack } of the Strand, juft fallied out from"
thofe ebfcure caves, and dark recefies under the fea, to
ere€t, like him, my little fame on the bare point of
a wave, for fear of feeing it fink back for ever in-
to the gloomy dungeon whence it had fprung, I
thruft my fernibbling into my defk, with great compo-
fure, and there would have had it fleep a good while,
had not the continual fhricks of that laft animal forced
it out again from the place I had affigned it nonum in
annum.--~--1 took it up again then, gave it a new form,
and, fuch as it now ftands, it would have come out in
Fanuary laft, had it not been prevented by an accident
which happened to the perfon I had firft appointed for the
publifhing of it. :

i

* It appeared by the trial, that Mr. Scawex had a clofet well flored with
various medicines, and of all denominations, to which he ufed to recur fome-
times in the abfence of Mifs BurTErRFIELD.

+ Two things were alledged, and attempted to be eftablithed, in the trial of
Mifs BurTerrieLp, neither of which were proved. The one, that
Mifs BuTTerrIELD was the adminiftratrix of Mr. Scawzn’s death ; the
ether, as a reply to this allegation, that he was killed by a guack-medicine.
But, buth affertions were proved equally woid of foundation ; and a much
clearerevidence arufe, that the horrid putrid ftate of his body was more than
fufficient to bring on a natural defiruéion of the fubjedt, through the per-
niciens effefts of his own difeafe alone, and without the fuppofed affitance of
any medicine whatever,

1 See note page 3 of the Free thoughtsy &c. where the true meaning, and
application, of this word are elucidated.

c2 Tavus



Xviii PUREEE e

Tuus have I now acquainted my reader with the mo-
tives which prompted me to write, what gave them
birth, and what, after this publication had been re-
folved upon, prevented its taking place fooner. This
being accounted for, itfeems as if I had nothing moere
to fay, and fhould leave the public at liberty to exa-
mine my pamphlet, and pronounce on the validity, or
infufficiency, of my arguments in favour of Quacks
and their MEDICINES,

Bur, the glaring abfurdities contained in a certain
pamphlet, the offspring of that brother of ours juft men-
tioned, emphatically entituled, .dn decount of the late Dr,
GorpsmiTu’s Illnefs, &c, and pompoufly dedicated to
the FIRST PAINTER OF THE PRESENT AGE for one
patron, and to a certain UPRIGHT SENATOR, THE
MOST ACCOMPLISHED ORATOR, for another, require
from me I fhould take fome notice of them, in order
to prevent this Lilliputian of a writer from fancylng him .
felf, and trying to perfuade us, that HE isalfo the FirsT
CRITICO-PHARMACOLOGIST of this UNPARALELLED
NATION, for three evident reafons ™ 5 firfl, becaufe he has
two fuch eminent perfonages for patrons ; fecondly, becaufe
he was, (as we have his worp for it) in the intimacy
of a man fo much diftinguifbed in the vepublic of letters as bis
late MUCH VALUED friend Dy, GOLDSMITH ; thirdly,
and fimally, becaufe, (as he takes care to have it repeat-
ed THREE different + times in his Pamphlet} he has

* Seehis accounr, &c. p. 3. 1. 3. He has generally tbree reafons for what
be feels; therefore, why fhould we not fuppofe him tkres reafons likewife
for what he does.

+ Page 1, 21, and 15, of the faid asceoumt, &c.—=Our man feems to he
very fond of number three.

been
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been fo affiduous in eflablifbing * in this kingdom an inflitn-
tion for the RECOVERY OF PERSONS APPARENTLY

DEAD BY DROWNING, &c.
THERE-

* Whoever has read Dr. Meap’s works, will know that, in one of his
E&savs, intituled oF THE MaAD Do, he gives us all the direétions necef-
fary, and capable, to infpire any one with the fcheme of eftablifhing fuch an
inftitution as that for which my honeft brorber guack affcfls fo much to
make us fenfible of his indefatigablenefs to bring it about in this kingdom ;
as if no one elfe, before him, had ever had fuch a thought, nor been able
to plan o« fuch a thing, except himfelf. Butthis little guackip trick, we
willingly torgive him, It is fo, we know, that a rea/ quack ovght gene-"
rally to work, when he wants to ingratiate him/leif into the good graces of
the public, and render himfelf perfpicuous at the coit, and with the fpoils, of
the greateit phyficians who lived befors him, and whofe name, known only
tu thofe of the profeflion, is fometimes hardly ever heard of by any other
befides. What then, really aftonithes me, is a certain curious anecdote juft
communicated to me by a French gentleman well known in the republic of
letters.==This gentleman informs me, that it was not without fome furprife,
he himfelf had taken notice of the affefted filence obferved, throughout the
whole zccount of Dr. GoLpsm1TH"s death, concerning a very refpectable gens
tleman of his acquaintance, Alexander Jounson, doftorin phyfic, whom my
friend affures me to be really the firft promoter of the fcheme, for éftablithing,
in this kingdom, an inftitution for the rrrmar_}lﬂqf drotuned perfons, after the
manner of fimilar inftitutions, already eftablithed, in France, Holland,
Cermany, and other places. The proofs of this afiertion brought teo me by
this gentlaman, are as follows.—That, towards the latter end of 1752,
felling in company with Dr. Jounson, who was lately returned frem
abroad, he heard him mention, with a great deal of concern, how unhappy
it was that fo many unremedied accidents fhould happen on the river
Thames, as did daily! How well ordered, in that refpeft, it was in feveral
other countries, where he had travelled ; and where focieties were fet on
foot, on purpofe for the recovery of thofe who had the misfortune to
be drowned; and how furprifing it was, that a country, like England,
fhould appear fo remifs in procuring an eftablifhment of that kind, when it
was fo neceflary, and, in fo many refpefts, worthy her greateft attention !-.-
‘That, towards the beginning of the following year (¥773,) this gentleman,
having had cccafion to pay a vifit to the Docror, he found him very buly
in colleéting all the informations he could, from different parts of the con-
tinent, to prove, to the legiflature of this kingdom, the poffibility of the
inftitution, the means by which it might be put into execution, and the
great advantages it would be of to the community, &c. which colle@ion of
informations was then in the prefs, and came out alictle after in one thick
oftavo pamphlet, with the DecTor’s name at the hes!, under the title o
An Account of fore Sccieties at Amflerdam and Hamburgh, for the Recovery j
drowned Perfons, and of fimilar Inflitutions ar &c, &c, by ArLexaNpex
Jounson, M.D. Lendon, fold by Fobn Nourfe, Wilkis, &c. 1773, as ap-
pears by the book itfelf, which my friend, having received from the
DocTor’s ownhands, has now put into mine for my thorough conviétion,--
Therefore, as this gentleman never heard, at the time before fpecified,
the



TuaEREFORE, to cut fhort, I will take the liberty
to afk this mighty critick the cui bono of bis account of
Dr. GovpsmiTH’s death 3 the whole tendency of which
may, I think, very well come within one of the three
following QUERIES, and, as it will evidently appear,
cannot cafily avoid being one of them.

1ft, Was it with an intent, merely and folely, to give
us the particulars of the death of a man whofe ¢ Jiife”
was + °“ fo valuable and fo important to bis friends, and.

fociety 27
2. Was it through the generous defign of PoINTING

QUT to us, as a modeft, learned, and experienced prac-
titioner, the ¢ feveral cafes wherein” the ¢ noted § fever-

the name of my dear brother-guack once mentioned in the mouth of Dr,
Jouwson, and not a word of him is faid in the worthy DocTor’s publica-
tisn, I think I, and a great many mere with me, fhould like to know how
it comes to pafs that all the laurels, for the planning, propofing, and eita-
blithing that fo much boafied inffirerion, which turns almoft the brains of
its preconifer, fhould thus be divided between him and Doftor C—g—n,
without a fingle fyllabie dropped about Dr, Jomnson, not even of mere ac-
knowledgment and gratitude for the great pains, it is moft glaringly evident,
that a man of the merit and abilities of Dr. Jouwnsox has taken in the
affair, and taken moit inconteftably before any of the prefent claimants were
and could be, in pofleflion of it; and ‘to whom any one may fee thefe muft
undoubtedly be indebted for the firft hint and fuggeftion. ls which cafe, I
am glad of having bhad fuch an opportunity of doing this piece of juftice to
the highly meritoriaus Doctor Jounson, who, by the puffs of this newly
apgregated puck, feemed in great danger of being foon or late deprived of
the thanks of the Natien for his laudable zeal in laying the firft ftone of the
aforefaid inftitution, and in furnithing all the other materials neceflary and
requifite for its being carried into execution, by means of proper memorials,
inftru@tions, rules, dire€tions, &c. As for my part, fond of acknowledg-
ing and honouring real merit, wherever 1find it, it is pleafing to me to have
an opportunity of paying a proper homage where I fee it duej and, as]
think nothing fo mean as to afcribe to one’s feif the honour of other people’s
produétions in any commeon cafe, fo in matter of fuch public concern, I
think it worfe ftill ; therefore one may guefs what I think.

t Page 3 and g of the Account. 1 Page g, line 7.
“ powwder”
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¢ powder” of Dr. JTAMESs bas proved injurions,” and, pru-
dently and humanely, to diftinguifh, for the benefit ¥
of mankind, fuch cafes from thofe in which, by * a
¢ proper and JRilful exbibition of them,y much good + bas
“ arifen 2 Or, rather (asit appears more plainly and
openly declared in the appendix) was it not really a ma-
licious fcheme ¢ ro exhibit § to the world, one example of
¢ the borrid deeds done in the dark,” not by the fever-
powder only, but (taking a larger {cope at once, and
throwing down the malk of confcience and honefty,
under the difguife of which he had affefted to fcreen
himfelf before) by all “¢ powerful medicines” without
exception ?

3. Or, wasit not as likely an artful contrivance, to
have an opportunity to make himfelf confpicuous, by
exhibiting to the world his connexions with the great men
of the age, the literati, the renowned artifts, the pa-
triots and popular politicians, &c. and of finging his
own praifes on various keys, as a man of deep medical
knowledge ; aman of long (15 || years) praftice and ex-
perience; a man of tender feelings for his fellow-
creatures 3 a man, in fhort, of credit and confequence
in life, who is at the head of the moft laudable of in-
ftitutions, (an inflitution for the refurveilion of dead people ! )
and, of courfe, (for fuch muft unavoidably be the con-
clufion) a man--- not who has the vain defire § of ap-
pearing in the charaller of an author,---but wno would
be very glad, I dare fay, to be henceforth looked upon
as the beft, the moft fkilful apothecary in London,---in
England,---in all the world ; and, even at the very expence

* Page 12, line 2, 3, &c + Page g, line 16,

T Page 33, line 5. | Page 3, line 2.
§ It-canaot be (uppofed, fince he has protefied againft it, page 9, line 31.
of
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of his much boafted of humanity, to engrofsall thepractice
to himfelf, fhould all bis brethren be ftarving at the fame
time, and HE forced to ride in his chariot all his life.

HAp the author of the Aecount of Dr. GoLDsMITHs
death had no other view but that pointed out in the firft
query, it might have been a laudable one enough : ef-
pecially as we are remarkable for wafting much ink
and paper, in all cafes, to extol to the very fkies, and re-
cord in the temple of memory, every little bubble
which the wind carries over our head. Therefore
Dr. GorpsmiTH who, a bad # phyfician enough
becaufe he had only been bred to it, had diftin-
cuithed himfelf among us by fome tolerable goed poeti-
cal produétions, becauie he was born to poetry, was not
altogether unworthy an honourable notice being taken
of the lofs we had fuftained by his death, and of the
accident to which this had been owing.---But, as, from
the context of the fame account, 1t 1s more than evident
this was but the leaft obje&t of the pamphlet, and
ferved only as a bafis, on which a much dearer
one was to be eftablifhed, we fhall quit it without fur-
ther animadverfions, to pafs to a more fcrupulous exa-
men of the fecond guery.

Now, that the ambicipity of this fecond gquery exhibits
a true and literal picture, in the firft part, of what our
writer would wifh to be accounted for, and is far from
being ; and, in the fecond, of his real charalter ; is what
may eafily be evinced from a fair examen of the con-
text of his pamphlet, and a comparative view of the fe-
veral parts which compofe it. For, had his intentions

* This epithet is given on the confeffion of the author of the pam-
phlet, page 20, lines 9, 12, 13.
i been
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been as pure and as good as he wifhes * us to miftake
them, he would have expatiated only on the rifk peo-
ple run, the danger they expofe themfelves to, by their
obftinacy, their ignorance, or their temerity, in impru-
dently ufing medicines, without being firft perfeltly
well acquainted avith the nature of their own particular
cafe, and whether or not that medicine {uits 1t.==-Then,
entering more minutely into particulars, all his endea-
vours ‘would have been only to throw into the public’s
iminds a certain fhynefs and diffidence, concerning their
own judgment, of which the generality are but too apt
to form a very favourable opinion ; to point out how
THE BEST of medicines may, by an improper éxhibition
(as he calls 1t) turn into a poifon. Thus, fairly and
honeftly would he have afted, had he had the welfare
of his fellow-creatures really, and as much, at heart as,
by his affeted repetitions, he feems defirous to make
us believe he has ; had, in fhort, his real concern been,
only and folely, the enlightening of the rath, or, igno-
rant multitude.

And, indeed, with an example of the natur¢ of that
of Dr. GorpsmiTH, he had undoubtedly a very faix
opportunity, ¢ fince,” could he have faid, ¢ a man en-
¢ dowed with natural abilities, a cultivated and adorned
¢ genius ; fupported by a judgment above the common ;
¢ a man provided befides with a fmattering of the art of
<¢ phyfic ; fince fuch a man could thus mifguide him-
¢ {elf.”--- the fimple and obvious conclufion comes of
courfe,~--% @ fortiori muft not expedl to commit much
¢¢ grofler errors, in the fame way, people of no educa-

-

* Throughout the whele pamphlet, but in plain werds, page 11. line 19.
and foilowing till p. 12, L 15=6. thenp. 17, L. 10, 11, and following p. 18.
bo 1=—7, again po 1g. L 34—17. :

“ tion
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¢ tion, no judgment, no difcernment ; who, becaufe
¢ they hear that fuch a medicine is calculated to re-
¢¢ move fuch a diforder, take it in a hurry before they
¢ give themfelves time to be fully, and properly, fa-

¢ tisfied whether, or not, they are attacked with that
¢¢ {pecies, and upon a doubtful, orerroneous, {fymptom
(11 3

or indication ® . ...

WitH fuch, or fimilar, reafoning, his pamphlet might
have proved of utility to the community ; nay of fome fa-
tality, perkaps too, tothe QuAa cKsand their MEDICINES :
For, the confequence might have been that thefe reafon-
ings would have perfuaded fome people to do what he
1s fo vifibly bent #*, and intent, to bring them to, wiz:
not to recur to the ufe of advertifed medicines, ¢ with-
¢ out the previous advice’” of regulars, which might have
ftruck a bad blow enough + to thofe forts of remedies and

their

®= All through the whole pamphlet, but efpecially page 10, line 2 5 page
11, line 12, 13, and 14.

+ Were the advertifed medicines to be talken but upon the adwice of a
member of the FacvrTy, God knows how few would be taken, if even
their virtues were proved to be never fo good, their adminiftration never fo
fafe! So far is our FacvrTy, in that refpe@, diflerent from that of
France ! There, for an example, you fee the Quack-medicine of a Krvy=-
sek has had the fairet play. A Marfhal of France (Duke of Biron) names
a particular fet of phyficians and furgeons, of the moft eminent reputaiion
and acknowledged abilities, to infpeé two different, and fucceffive, courfes
of rreatment, for the Venereal difeale, performed on twenty foldiers feleted,
and examined, among the moit infefted ones of his regiment, to try the
merit of that medicine. And, thefe honeft and genercus Recurars, with
a candour which does them the greateft honour and credit, (and un-
examplified among Us) give “their verdi€t in favour of the medicine
and its author. They go farther; they acknowledge its high fupe-
riority over the old accuftomed praftice of falivation, avow its fafety, and
declare it infinitely preferable.——That is net all. Anghofpital is ercéled,
afterwards, by the fame noble cclonel, at his »wn private expence, for the
furure, and conftant, trzatment of his own foidiers. There, he permits,
however, others alfo to be treated, when the nature of their cafe is fuch as
promife a ftronger elucidation of the intrinfical merit, or yet undifcoverad
peccatumy of the medicine, But, this is done always under the eyes of

infpehors
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their proprietors,---But, by the ftep he has taken, he
has totally miffed his aim; by his unikilfulnefs he has
ftruck no blow at all, except againft himfelf, and againft
his brethren, He has only difcovered the vile principle
of animofity and vengeance by which he was aftuated,
the infamous fource whence fpring all his declamations,
and the old rancor of thofe of his profeflion againft our
remedies, without bringing out one fingle good, and fen-
fible argument to ferve his and their own caufe,

THEREFORE, with that impatience which an old
goffip of a woman difcovers to unburden her heart, to
every creature fhe meets, of the fecret intrufted her
not an hour before, our Author, not knowing how to
make us find out what he thinks to have fo cunningly,
fo artfully, fo archly wrapt up and concealed un-
der the veil of candour and difintereftednefs, and dread-
ing nothing fo much but that the dulnefs of the under-
ftanding of his readers who, he is very fenfible, cannot
all be blefled with the ¢¢ gemwins® * and penetrating
€ wit” of his ¢ late + refpelied and ingenious friend Dr.

infpectors of the firlt charalters, of infpeltors ufed to a contrary praflice,
and eminent in that practice ; and always their certificate is favourable.—
At lafi, the governmentitfelf tanes cognizance of the affair. By the King's
order, the remedy is analized, under the infpection of his firft phyfician and
furgeon, and in the prefence of the Acapemy oF ScikEnces; by other
colleges of phyfic of repute in the kingdom, the [ame i3 alfo done; and all
the joint reports concur in favouring the remedy and giving it the greateft
character. And the whole ends by His Moff Chriffian Miaje/Ty giving 2 penfion
of five hundred pounds fterling (ren thoufand French livres) a year to the au-
thor, as an annuity for his life, befides the lsan of fifty thoufand Englith
crowns (one hundred thouland French halfecrowns, or, fifteen thoufand
pounds of Englith money) to the fame,. for the difcovery, of his fecret and a
copy of his ReceipT, ‘What a generofity of procecdings in thefe gentle-
men of the Facvurry in FRanxce!. ... And, what an invidious foul!
Wohat adegrading, what a difgracing, conduét thines forth inours! .....

Shamefal is the comparifon . .« . odious . . . , infamous . . . . !

¥

® Page 20, line 18, + Page 21, line 3.

d 2 ¢ (GOLD-
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“ GorpsmiTH,” fhould make them mifapprehend his
real intention, an Appendix is added to the famous Pam-
phlet which was to bring in, by the  profits ® of ” its
‘¢ publication”, fuch immenfe fums of money, for the
fupport of the much talked of  inflitution +, the defign
* of which” had been ¢ favoured with his? (deceafed
friend’s ¢ opprobaiion’. It is in that Appendix we fee
at laft the bung of the deep fink, taken out, and the
black envenomed gall of fpite and malevolence flarting
up, and forcing its way with impetuofity, to roll in
large ftreams through the channel of three fuppofed
letters which he addrefles to himfelf under the i&itious
names of Meanwell, a Friend to the Public, and a Friend
0o Humanity, In the firt of thefe letters, the poifon is
lanced againft { Fames's Fever Powder, only, and the
PErfun who has been employed for many years o make it,
In the fecond, after great encomiums (affnus afinum
femper fricat) paffed upon him for ““ the great caution §
¢ and moderation with which” he had {poken ¢* of that
¢ celebrated Powder”, &c. the thunder is heard once
more to growl, and the flath falls at laft on *¢ &/l the
¢ powerful || medicines” 1n general, and without excep-
tion, for “ the borvid deeds dome” by them ¢ in 1hg
¢ dark”. :

Now, therefore, to come to the point at once, what
is then that fo heinous quality which is reproached
to moft of the advertifed medicines 2---What! To be
potent ?---That is precifely, in my opinion, what makes
their merit, what conftitutes their very perfeftion.---
To kill, fometimes, if adminiftered untimely, injudici-

% Page 21, line 10. + Ibid, line 11. I Page 31, line 3.
& Page 32, line 14. | Page 33, line 3. 2 '

oufly,
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oufly, improperly in fhort ?---1 fee nothing again in
that but what is very natural, and what will eftablifh
and afcertain ftill better, and more ftrongly, the merit,
virtue and efficacy of the medicine. For, if it had no
power, no virtue, to do good, it could do no harm.
To exclaim againft the potency of a medicine, is then no
better than it would be to exclaim againft the Sun for
having that of warming us, and procuring the fecundity
ef the earth. For, fhould it be proved, that it may
fcorch and burn to afhes, nay that it has pofitively
fcorched and burnt a plant confined under a fmall glafs,
and expofed to it at noon in a hot fummer’s day, what
will it fignify, if at the fame time we know that, with a
proper management, with a due admiffion of air, and
addition of coverings to procure a fhade, it would have
vivified that {fame plant, promotcd its vegetation, and
brought it to maturity and perfeétion, which, without
it, could have but languifhed, gradually decayed and died
at laft 2 All the errors which a foolifh prentice-boy, or
even his mafter in a fit of drunkennefs, might commit
by an injudicicus management of the Suwx, could
never have induced a MiLLaARr, or perfuade a Ken-
NEDY and LeE, a MaLcom or an ABERCROMBIE,
to write againft it, and endeavour to drive it out of
their nurferies, and their bot or green-boufes ; nor pre-
vent their calling it into the affiftance of their melons
and cucumber-beds, Though it might very likely infpire
that frantic zeal to one of their journcy-men, juft fet up
for himfelf in fome dark corner, and {pending his days
n raifing turneps and potatoes.

To exclaim then, I fay, againft a medicine, becaufe
onc, two, three, or twenty people may have died by an
injudicious, an irrational adminiftration of it, and to
make that a caufe of difparagement againft it, a reafon

why
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why it thould be fuppreffed, is then again as abfurd as
the former. 'We might, with as much propriety, ex-
claim againft a pump, becaufec a man, raving mad witha
high fever, after having deceived his nurfe and all his
attendanis, fhall have run down the yard, drunk of it,
and killed himfelf by it. A great many drown them-
feives every day in a fit of defpair, or by accident, in
the river TuaMEs., Why do not, then, thofe feru-
pulous, and fo highly benevolent, fcrutators of good
and evil, offer likewifc to remove it from this metro-
polis 2 Why do they not attempt, in fome fine piece of
oratory, to make it the ftandard criterion of a well-
regnlated government not to admit, or allow, a drop of
watcr in its department, and to prove, by the beft rea-
fonings, that 1t is highly detrimental to good policy,
on account of the dangerous confequences refulting from
it, and the borrid deeds it gives room to be committed in the
dark, in fhort the very many accidents of all forts which
refult from it.---Laughable, indeed !--- At that rate we
fhiould foon find ourfelves reduced to the fame degree of
real diftrefs and mifery, to which that man was once,
who could not touch any thing but it was converted into
gold, and ftarved. For, that thing is not, and never
was yet, created, an exceflive, ill-judged, or, injudicious
ufe of which has, or had not, (as I fay, page 53 of this
Pamphlet) the power to kill us, 1 have known a young
girl of eighteen years old who, in the time of plumbs, had
caten fuch a quantity of them in one day, (of which
fhe had likewife fwallowed cvery one of the ftones, for
fear of the people where fhe lived perceiving fhe had
fobbed them of thofe plumbs) that fhe was very near
loofing her life by it. ~ Another, of about nine or ten
:;e:.u's of age, to whom a bag of Spanith nuts had been
made a prefent of, concealed herfelf in a garret for a
whole day; except at meal-times when fhe made her ap=

4 pearance,
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pearance, and pretended fhe was not hungryand could not
cat ; and, between thofe meals, never cealed to hammer
and crack her nuts, and eat them, till fhe had made an
end of them; and the next day the was a dying, and
would have died, indeed, had not a great deal of pains
been taken about her, which, with the affiftance of her
youth and good conftitution, faved her at laft. Thou-
fands of examples of all forts might be brought to fhew
that an abufe of the moft innocent things (in /¢ innocent
and harmlefs) is rank poifon,

Now, it is acknowledged by “the author of the A-
count of Dr. GoLnsmiTn’s death that ¢ from a proper ¥
““ and fRilful exhibition of Dr. James’s Powders + much good
€ bas arifen, in many cafées of fevers;” and a little far-
ther, that ¢ the praffice ¥ of Dr. Fames's bimfelf” was

ever to adminifter ¢ bis fever-powders” but with ¢ greas
¢ caution and circumfpetion, and” to defift ¢ from the
€ exhibition of them, when be” found ¢ them not operate in
€< the manner he wifbed or expelled.” Is not this the greateft
encomium which can be pafled both on the medicine
and its author ? And' is not this the cafe with all the befe
medicines whatever, whether of the preparation of the
ReEcurars, or of that of the IR-reguiars 2 Is not this
what I have pofitively faid, repeated and infifted upon,
moft ftrongly, moft {trenuoufly, all along in this work,
viz : that ouR (the Quacks’) MEDICINES require a
fkilful and judicious adminiftration? And, as I faid
openly in the note, page 98 and gg, that io produce a
cure, a medicine ought to be adaptgd to the nature of the con-
Slitution of the patient, as much as, to procure the nourifhmsit
of the body, the aliments ought to be adapted to that fame con-

® Page g, line 16 and following.
. Dr. James's Powder is an Antimonial and Mercurial preparation.
¥ Page 10, line 5 and following.
Sitution
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Sfitution, is not that maxim favourable to, and concor«
dant with, Dr. JaAMEs’s own pratice, who ufed to de=
fit adminiftering his powders when he found they did
not operate as he wifbed or expelled? And does it not
prove that, when any of ouR moft difparaged medicines
are taken with prudence, and adminiftered with caution,
no harm ought to be expeéted, or feared, nor poffibly
can enfue, from them, more than from any other (fent
from the fhops and ordered by a regular-bred Doétor)
which fhall be ufed with the fame circumfpetion : in
fhort, that 1t will do no more hurt than bread, foup, pud-
ding, broth, or any fuch, or fimilar, innocent food

whatever, taken in moderation,

THE conclufion of all this, therefore, is that the
death of Dr. GoLDsMITH, owing to an undeniable and
demonftrated injudicious ufe of Dr. JAMEs’s Frver-
powders, Thews only, to a demonftration alfo, the Z:s/e
[fenfe and judgment there was left, at that moment, in the
poor head of that great man, once *“ bred * a phyfician,”
fince ¢ abforbed 1 by polite literature” and then ¢ iaken }
¢ i1, on a fudden by a head-ach! And that his apo-
thecary had not much more about himfelf than the
Doétor, both for fuffering him to take the powders at
firft, and fince for making fuch a rout about them, and

the death of his friend.

Axp, indeed, who could reftrain being incenfed at
fuch a heap of abfurdities as he accumulates one over
another ! What ! becaufe a mufquet has done never fo
horrible a mifchief in the hands of a child, or a mad-
man, is it a reafon why an alt of parliament fhould be

* Page 20, lineg. + Ibid, line 12, 1 Page 1, line 6.
~ brought
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brought to forbid the manufalturing, or importing, of
them in the kingdom, as we were once fools enough to
do, with refpet to that wicked weed the Hor, becaufe it
made them drunken who drank beer wherein there was
any ?--sThere are not in the Univerfe o conflitutions
alike, nor two cafes of diforder alike ; no more than there
are two faces alike, two drops of water alike, or two
drachms (even of the fame ftuff) alike; fhould thefe be
fo ferupuloufly, fo attentively weighed, in the fame
fcale, with the fame weights, and by the moft accurate
mathematician. Therefore, as I have faid it already,
every thing, food, pleafure, exercife, drink, diet,
medicine, &c, ought all equally to be adapted to every
fingle fubje&t. ~Such is the meaning of the prudent
and judicious adminiflration fo much recommended, and
fo much infifted upon, in matters of medicine. It is
then in other words nothing but a fagacious increafe or
decreafe, 'a prudent and d-propos defiftance and fuppreffion
of the dofes, derived from a watchful attention on the
effeéts they produce, which effeéts, none but fools can
misjudge ; efpecially, when diretions are fo plainly
given, as they generally are. But, the abfurdity of
people, againft which never enough can be faid, leads
them to make this reafoning by themfelves, viz. if one
grain of fuch a thing does fo much good, why ! fure rwo
GrAINs muft do a vaff deal more! And itis that addi-
tional grain precifely which kills them.---My own medi-
cine has not, hitherto, To MY KNOWLEDGE, done the
leaft harm to any one individual. I would not, how-
ever, be the hufband of the woman who would fwallow
one bottle of it at one draught in the morning; for,
‘1 think I fhould run a great rifk of being a widower in
the evening. And, though I may, with advantage to
my health, drink every day my fix-penny worth of rum
and water, or brandy and water, 1 would not be feized
with the phrenzy of drinking a bottle of either of thefe

¢ {pirits
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fpirits to quench my thirft; for, I fancy I fhould never
be tempted to drink another, or any thing elfe, indeed,
afterwards.

Bur, the promoter of the famous lnffitution for the re-
covery of drowned pesple, underftands nothing of all this,
and will not abfolutely have it fo. And, becaufe ten
ounces of an advertifid medicine cannot be taken at once,
without caufe and reafon, with as much fafety as one
grain, when the cafe exifts in which it will do good, that
medicine is to be difcountenanced, nay difearded, re-
jefted, totally fupprefled. Then, indeed, if that be
the cafe, let him fhut up his own fhop, and all his
brethren do the fame: for; I am fure, and both he
and they know it equally well, there is not one fingle
drug in it, but what will produce the fame effeét.

ArTER all, let it be well underftood, I mean not
here, nor would I be thought ever to have meant it, in
any part of this work, to take indifcriminately the part
of every foolifh advertifed medicine which comes in the
head of any ignorant cobler, or country horfe-doétor,
&c, &c, nor to defend thoufands of lies, and impofitions,
propagated daily, fuch as PoWERFUL ExTRACTS, which
EXTRICATE, or take, the Mercury out of the BLoOD and
BONES, in an EASY WAY .. . or, MACHINES of curions
and new invention EFFECTUALLY 20 EXTRACT Mercury
witt of the body, &c, &c, impoftures, indeed, of fuch a nature
as to fall as much under the cognizance and jurifdition
of the civil magiftrate of Bow-freet, as thofe of the
conjuror of the Old-Baily.---Whatever I have faid,
therefore, on the fubje&t, in defence of Quacks and their
Medicines, muft always be conftrued in favour of thofe
accredited ones, the merit of which is fufficiently afcer-
tained, from their long ftanding, or, the origin of which
18 well known to be owing to fome eminent perfonage in

the
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the Pharmaceutical art, As for the others, they are
not worth our notice or attention, nor the time and pa-
per which would be employed in the confuting of them,
---If fo, fome perhaps will fay, a little time and paper
thould be fpared, however, and would not be ill beftow-
‘ed, in preventing the danger to which the propagation
of {uch impoftures might expole people’s lives, was not
‘a check put to their {fpreading as they do by means of ad-
vertifements, But, to that I anfwer, that, as eght or
nine * bundred pounds a year are the leaft fum a medicine
can coft toits proprietor, to be advertifed (and yet but in-
differently) all over England, that 1s to fay in this me-
tropolis’s, and the country, papers; and that, to be
well advertifed every day, it cofts, at leaft, fificen hundred
pounds every twelve calendar months, 1t 1s not difficult
to conceive, and remain convinced at the fame time,
that a bad, an infignificant, or a dangerous medicine, can
never ftand, many years, fuch an expence, for two ob-
vious, and very ftrong, reafons.---The proprietor of
that medicine is a man of fortune, or, he isnot, If heis
a man of fortune ; it can be but a finall one ; that is to
fay fuch as its mafter wants to put out at the beft advan-
tage, as not being fufficient, asitis, to keep him in a
genteel charalter all the time he is likely to live ; for, a
man of real, large and independent fortune, would not
fubmit to the trouble of becoming a wholefale, or retail,
dealer in Guack-medicines.---1f he is a man of no fortune

=

* On which, upon an average, fometimes one third, but more often one
balf, goes to the King as a duty, If the advertifements run upon fix
thillings, the King's duty being only tewo, he receives no more than eons
third 5 fo, that, upon mizz bund:ed pounds, he has only three, But, if the
advertifements run upon four fhillings, which are the moft common, it is
evident the King has one falf, which make four bundred and fifty pounds,
out of sine bundred, but feven bundred and fifty, when fifteen hundred pounds
dre {pent, in advertifing a medicine in th:,t{m kingdoms, at four fhillings

* each advertifement. What a vat amount muft the King's revenue come to,
from the Quack-Medicines only ! )

e 2 at
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at all, then he muft depend upon the produce of the
very medicine itfelf, to feed the papers with a proper
number of advertifements, in order to extend the fame
of that medicine; and increafe its fale. Now, fuppofe
the medicine to be a bad one. It is evident that no at-
teftations can be obrained of its good effefts : no recom-
mendation will be given, by the laft who tried it, to his
friend, to his neighbour, labouring under the fame pains,
as himfelf. Each medicine which 1s fold, is then f{old
for the firft time to one who tries it only 1n a fit of
defpair, without any authority, or previous example
to induce him, without other reafon but his prefent an-
guifh ; and, that effay proving ineffe@ual, he does not
try a fecond. Thercfore, in the firft cafe, the little for-
tune of the one, foon exhaufted, for want of a return,
obliges him to give up the advertifing, after a very fhort
time ; and the other, for want of funds, 1s obliged to drop
it, fill fooner, on the very fame account. Therefore, the
confequence now is, that no medicine, but what can
and muft prove an exceffive good one indeed, and what
is attended with very great fuccefs, and a very great num-
ber of them, will ever bring fuch a fum back to its pro-
prietor, as will enable him to advertife it properly dur-
ing a long courfe of years, and procure him enough
befides, to make him think it worth his while to follow
that profeflion, and give his time, his attention, and his
labour to it. That obfervation will always be then a
fure and fafe criterion, by means of which, without any
further enquiry, about the charaéter of a medicine, the
PusLic may be able to judge of the degree of merititis
poflefled of, and the degrec of confidence it defegves from
him: but not, it istrue, of the various cafes in which
it is, oris not, applicable ; for, that is another part.---
See what [ fay to that purpofc, at the bottom of page 46

of this pamphlet.
NEITHER
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NeiTaer did I mean, by handling {o fevercly as 1
have done, my little brother of the Strand, on the ab-
furdities of his own Pamphlet, to affert that there is any
one¢ medicine in the world which can be applied as a ge-
neral fpecific, or a fure and aever-failing remedy in all
cafes and conftitutions, Therefure, 1 could not mean to
infinuate, againftall fenfe and reafon, that Dr. JAMESs’s
Pgwders, in particular, will do wonders in all forts of
fevers, and in all flages of that diforder, indifcriminately
and without any further confideration. Tor, if they
arife from a ftoppage ; furely, it muft firlt be removed =
1f from bad humours ; undoubtedly, they muft previoufly
be correfted : and fo forth, Zherefore, 1 will not deny
(and, as I proved it before, that is to fay in the note,
page g8 and gg of this work, without its being in any
wite difcreditable to thofe fame powders) that to them
the death of Dr. GoLpsmiTH may very well be imput-
ed; but, that, at the fame time, to my illuffrious little
brother’s confeience it ought intirely to be laid, as hav-
ing had 1t in his power to prevent it, and not done it.---
In point of law, acceflories are deemed principles: Argui,
he was an acceflory, and a knowing one; Ergo....
¥ know that page 27, line 14, of the already mentioned
account, &c, itappearshe has, before now, been attack-
ed with fome fimilar reproaches, as he feems to take
notice of them, and attempt toan{wer them : but, very
infignificantly, indeed, does he do it. And, I repeat
it, he muft accufe no one elfe but himfelf pofitively for
the Doétor, his moft........ (with all the epithets
of endearment, and admiration, which he can think of,
or the beft Gradus ad Parnaffim can afford him) friend’s
death. For, had I been in his place, inftead of ex-
haufting my lungs in *“ endeavouring to reafon ¥ medically

* Page 2, line 7, + Page 20, line 10.
3 “ with
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€ quith him,” or, ¢ to converfe + with bim on the fubjel?
¢ of bis diforder in a medical menner” and thus to {pend
my time In contradiéting him, teazing him, and rea-
{oning with a man who, by his obftinacy, gave al-
ready fufficient ground to fufpe& him of not being quite
compos mentis, (as harfh as this expreflion may appear to
fome I maintain Dr. GorpsMITH was not rightly in
his fenfes, when he was thus arguing with his apothecary, )
I declare I would have humoured him, given him his
way, and talked to him juft in his own ftrain, firft to
compofe him ; then retired to my fhop and fubftituted
fome harmlefs, innocent, powder, fomewhat like to that
of Dr. JamEs’s in appearance, but more to the purpofe
of his diforder, and fent it him, Then, when he had
been rcturned to his fenfes again, I {hould have acquaint~
ed him with the innocent trick, and reafoned upon the
propriety, or impropriety, of thofe powders relatively to
the cafe he was in. And I am fure, my dear, my
great, my refpe&ted, my valuable, my ingenious, &c,
friend, would have given me his thanks for it ; to which
al{fo would, undoubtedly, have been added thofe of ArLL
THE woRLD befides, which would have made me deem-
ed another little RaperiFe for the fkill, addrefs and
art I fhould have thewn to preferve a bealth and life of
fuch * confequence 1o faciety, A feather capable to refleét
no fmall luftre, T take it, to the cap of a man already
fo proud of being at the head of the famous inflitution
Sfor the refurvelfion of ihe dead! 1 think this might have
done as well as the track which the little apothecary has
followed. What think ye of it yourfelf, BroTHER . .?

1 BEGIN, notwithftanding, to be afraid, at laft, my
little brother’s bile may be, by this time, quite roufed

* Account page 1; line 3=—g4. and page g. line 5.
ta
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to its zenith. And, indeed, I fhould not be furprifed
at it : for, I confefs I have not fpared him much, when-
ever I could lay hold of him with any propriety. In
doing which, I think I was founded ; fince that able,
that bepevolent, that bumane, that virtuous ®, &c, &c, &c,
gentleman has thought himfelf fo much above the fecourge
of criticifm, on account of his high connexions with
people of letters, as to think he could aflume the defpo-
tical rod of cenfure, and, triumphant, drive every thing
trembling before him, which had but the look of a
Quack oran EmMpiricK. The papers, for thefe twelve
months, and upwards, have been peftered with nothing
{o much as fulfome compliments of low and fervile adula-
tion, which he gets inferted, at his own expence, as ad-
drefled to himfelf, or written concerning him, under the
fittitious names of Meanwell, a Friend to the public, a
Friend to humanity, Advife, Public-applaufe, and what not.
Letters, all fo coarfly manufaétured that, without con-
fulting the feven ftars, any one may judge from what
quarter they come, and that his own ink, pen, paper
and defk (if not even fomething more befides) have each
given their refpeétive affiftance in the compofition. 1
fhould not perhaps have much troubled my head about
him, nor his publications, had I not been determined to
{hew him that he is not to expeét the fame meeknef(s from
all thofe he pleafes to lay under his feru/a; and he muft
expeft, from ME at leaft, if I cannot anfwer for any
other, as warm a reception as his attacks fhall provoke :
and had not fome liberties been taken with my name,
by a certain unknown ftham Advifz, in a letter publifhed
under that name, in the Mor~NinG-PosT of Zhurfday

~ * All expreflions drawn from the many fublime qualities with which he
is fattered in the letters addreiTed to him, or in which his name is brought.

the
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the 28th of December, 1775, No. ggo, of which the
following is a true and faithful copy.
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For the Morwing-PosT. e
ToacErTAIN APOTHECARY.

¢ Your fpleenand rancour againft a celebrated Fever
Powder is by no means juftifiable; are there not
Norris’s Antimonmial Drops, SpinsBury’s Drops,
and almoft a thoufand other quack medicines, offered
to the public ? and none * merits your attention but a
medicine of eftablifhed reputation, and which it is
impoflible for you to leflen in the public efteem,

¢ You are by all accounts I can learn, a very bene-
volent man, and your abilities as an apothecary are
aifo univerfally allowed: when fo much is granted
you by the public, would it not redound more to your
Lonour to turn your thoughts to fome other points of
medicine, than by a fecond publication to ftand forth
as an opponent to Dr. James’s Powder ? Indeed, Sir,
it favours too much of ill-nature, pettithnefs, and
revenge.

¢ Tue writer neither knows Dr. James, the vender
of his powder, nor you, but only throws out a hint
for you to refle€t upon, and fhall judge of your real
difpofition by your future condu&, and which ever
way that turns you fhall hear again from

Dec. 24, 1775. ¢« ADVISE.”

N. B. Five Shillings were aftually paid to the Printer

of the Morning-Pgf? for the infertion of the above letter ;
itis a matter of fact,

* None merits, very elegant, and grammatical! The fpelling, pun&tuation,
eapitels, &c, are firiétly imitated and copied from the News-paper ; as quo=-
tatioas fhould always be made.

It
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It is difficult for me to judge from what fide that let-
ter came to the papers ; and, though I made all poffible
inquiry, I own I could get no fatisfaltory intelligence
on that head. 'But, a few days after, I received, undera
cover, by the penny-pofl, and dated from Bath, another
letter, addrefled to the printer of the fame paper, which
contained as full a vindication of my charater, by an
unknown hand, as I could have wifhed to obtain from
any one. However, I did not chufe, at the time, to
fend it; becaufe I always {corned all news-paper swar,
though dignified by this high name, as I do a boxing be-
tween two black-guards, in the public ftreets, Befides, I
was, at that very junéture, engaged in the publicatien of
the following pamphlet, w h!ch [ Expeaed to come out fo
foon as tow :ud:. the middle of January following, had not,
as I mentioned it in the beginning of this PREFACE,
an unforefeen accident prevented it ; and I had rather re~
ferve it to make it appear along with it, Therefore,
here 1t is verbatim, juft as it came to my hands.

To Apvisk.
- On the Subjeé? of bis Letter inferted in the MoRNING-PosT
of Thurfday, December 28, 1795,

“ In addreffing you, Mr. Apvisg, I muft cwn I am

¢ rather at a lofs: for, I don’t know very well in what
¢ light to confider you, whether as the hireling of H---s
““ or as that of Dr. Fames? As you fing, on the {ame
““ high key, the praifes of the two advcrianes, the one
<. af “hum you would be believed to attack, and the
‘“ other todefend ; which of them has in reality launched
‘“ you to bark thus in his favour, and deter the other, is
¢ fomewhat difficult to diftinguifh.---However, after a
¢¢ hitle paufe, I think I have you now, and may let my
¢¢ judgment incline on one fide. I think, I may, fafely
¢ enough, look upon you as the bully of Dr. Fame:, or his
¢ agent. ' My reafon for fo thinking, is your endeavouring
¢ to turnthe little infignificant Apothecary’s rancour upon
¢ two preys, which you feem to have picked out for him as
¢ proper bits to affuage his rage, and which you offer him
f “with
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“ with intent that, by means of this double portion,
¢ he might be prevailed upon to {pare, and even relin-
“ quifh totally, that one alone he feemed to have fixed
“upon. One would imagine, at your behaviour, your
¢ fright had prefented you the animal as a huge mon-
““ fter, whofe bloody jaws you fancied to fee already
¢¢ gormandizing, before-hand, on the fore-relith of the
¢“ prey he longed to devour. And, to foothe him, you
¢ ftroke again the beaft over, with the velvet-paw of
¢¢ fulfome and abfurd adulation.=--This is what betrays
¢¢ abfolutely both you and your abettors. Indeed I fhould
*“ never have fufpe&ed the proprietors of Dr., Fames’s pow-
¢ der capableof rendering themfelves guilty of fo much pu-
¢ fillanimity and meannefs at the time. Theymuft bevery
¢ pufillanimous to betray fuch fymptoms of fear, at a
¢ poor infignificant little whelp yelping at them; and
“ they muft be very mean to think of faving themfelves
*¢ by tendering him rwo other viétims to dart his venom
¢ upon, and fatisfy his fury, while they ftand fo firm,
¢ as they fay, in the public efteem ; and while the two
¢¢ objefts, they want to ufe as fhields, ftand, if I mif-
“ take not, in no worfe light themfelves in the eyes of
¢ the fame public.---As for my part, though I never
“ faw Mr. SprLssury nor Dr. Norris, having not
““ been in London for thefe ten years paft laft Auguft, I
‘¢ neverthelefs confefs myfelf a patient of the former, .
“ and acknowledge to be under the greateft obligations
“ to him for the benefit I received, laft year, from
‘¢ his drops, in an old inveterate gout, of near fifteen
“ years ftanding, which had deprived me of the ufe of
¢ almoft all my limbs. God be praifed, I now can take,
¢ without crutches, an agreeable morning’s walk all
‘¢ over my parks, which I had not done for five years
¢¢ before : and, having already miffed, fince my cure,
¢ two of the ufual periodical fits I was accuftomed to,
“ 1 hope, through the exercife I regularly take, and
“ the temperance 1 faithfully obferve, according to his

11 P]-'ﬁ'
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“¢ precepts, to have no more of thofe ynwelcome vifitors,
““as he calls them.---Therefore, unfolicited by, and
¢ unknown to, him, (fince I did not even buy his drops
“ from him, but only from his agents in this part of
¢¢ the world) I thought it a duty, incumbent on me, to
‘¢ rife and defend a man, who, befides the goodnefs of
¢ the medicine he fells, nfuch cafes as he recommends
“ it for, has again, to intitle him to the favour and
“¢ efteem of the public equitable in general, and of every
¢¢ individual in particular, the qualifications the moft
¢ endearing, viz. humanity, generofity, and tender
¢ feelings, breathing in every advertifement., And to
¢ the fupport of the prejudice he has infpired me with
““in his favour, I ,am happy to hear, from good au-
¢¢ thority, that he has pofitively eftablifhed upen the
¢¢ beft principles, at his own laboratory, and at his fole
¢¢ expence, a difpenfary for the poor, where, when pro-
¢ perly recommended, cither by their parifhes, or fome
¢¢ perfons of confideration, they receive the full benefit
““ of his medicine gratis, till they are perfeétly cured.---
¢¢ Such deeds alone are fufficient in my opinion (which,
¢ T hope, will be that of every thinking, honeft and
 humane being) to fecure him for ever the efteem of
“¢ the whole nation, and procure him an encouragement
¢ fuitable to his deferts.---All my wifh now is, for the
¢ honour of Dr, Norris, that fome of his patients,
¢ moved with the fame fentiments of equity asI am,
¢¢ fhould do him the fame juftice I have done Mr, Spirs-
““ BurRY : and that Dr. Fames, or his agents, for their
“ own credit and honour, fhould difavow publicly hav-
¢ ing any concern with you, or in the compofing of fo
“¢ fcandalous a letter, which muft be looked upon as that
¢ of a knave and a coward, from whatever quarter it
€ came,

¢ That in future ADVISE be better ADVISED is allg
¢ another wifth of '

Bath, December 30th, 1775, ADVISER.
i3 By
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By the context of the above letter, whofe author T
candidly own I. could not produce, it appears plainly
his fufpicion falls on the proprietors of Fame’s powders,
and that he confiders them as concealed under the name of
ADVISE, As for my part, I was not of the fame opi-
nion ; and, even now, I rather incline ftill to think Mr.
Apvisg, like many others of his brethren, has{prung
from the brain of the certain APOTHECARY § as 1t has
been obferved, by the greateft part of news-paper readers,
that it is his general cuftom, whenever he is brewing
fomething forpublication, to get it preceded by fome fuch
fimilar hint in the news-papers ; ‘that it might appear, as
1f he had but yiclded to the wifhes of the public; and
then to get again thofe publications followed by the
ercateft encomiums from feveral parts, and under a mul-
titude of fiftitious names, as if all the world was pro-
ftrated at his knees to acknowledge their ®  inexpreffible
ﬁm _ﬁaﬂean of his “ wery humane and virtuous endea-
vours,” and give him ““zheir thanks for” his indufirious
EE andir;dﬁugrﬁ.egfar:s TO RESTORE MEDICAL KNOW-
¢ LEDGE,” &c. &c. &c. If fuch proceedings are not
flerling Quackisms, in the firiGeft fenfe of the word,
and prove not the propricty of the definition of the term
Quack, given in the note of the firft page of this work,
I do not, upon my word, know what may be deems1
fuch, and muft confefs, I underftand not common Eng.

lifh,

But, to thew Public Applanfe, that I look upon him
as no better than a dunce and a blockhead, and that we
are’ better acquainted than he thinks with the literary
affairs of the world, I would not mifs this opportunity
to obferve here, en paffant, that if Mr. WESLEY's
£ un;my(ﬁmzium! principles,” as well as ¢ unbermatic PR1+
€ MITIVE PHYSIC, have been” no more “fﬁf‘um} der

— e T S S —

* Whateyer iz ml'r:rte-u here hclweun turned-comas is cx.,raﬁ;& from a let=
ter figm:li Pubiic Aﬁafap ¢ in the t’.-,_w.s-r TEER of Friday, June gth, 1756,

Po. 14,775
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¢ feated,” the firft by the ¢ wirtuous patriots,”” and the fe-
cond by the Certain APOTHECARY's *“ very able and truly
““ learned refutation” than % bis unferiptural dolirines by
¢ fome worthy members of the church of England,” they have
metwith avery poor difcomfiture, indeed! For, the learn-
ed will always pay to Mr. WEsLEY’s P1ETAS Ox0N1I-
ExsIs that due compliment of acknowledging it as the
produétion of the true fcholar, the polite gentleman, and
the fincere chriftian; and they would be very forry at
the fame time, I believe, to have it theught by the
world, that all the beft arguments which the moft wor-
thy members of the church of England could urge againft
him or his performance, were concentred in the verba et
wvoces, pretereague nipil of that flat and infipid pretended :
anfwer of the beaw N---1 who was at that time the pub-
lic Orator of a certain Univerfity. If that anfwer is
what Public Applaufe means as the fufficient defeas of Mr.
WESLEY's unferiptural doflrines, he is moft daringly im-
pofing upon the credulity of fuch as are not acquainted
with the facts of thofe times, or he LiEs, himfelf, in-
deed, under a very great and moft egregious miftake ;
in whichever cafe 1 muﬂ: beg leave to tell him, in the
name of that refpe&table PuBLic, from whom he withes
us to think he derives his office and commiffion, that he is
no more calculated to act in the charalter of PUBLIC AP-
PLAUSE than N---1 wasto a& as the PuBLIC ORATOR
“of a certain YERY refpe&table Univerfity, and to be the
yoickof the TRULY worthy members of OUR Cuurc H,
or the official sSERMCNER of a certain 1cg1ﬂatwe boc}r
in fome particular occafions.---And, indeed, it is a
very curious anecdote to obferve, that in lefs than one
month after the expulfion from the univerfity, of the fix
young men, who gave occafion to Mr. WEsLEY fo
write, he publifhed the firft edition of his Pictas Oxo-
nienfis, in which the flow of language, the elegance
and purity of ftyle, and harmony of the periods, cha-
raéterife the fine writer, as well as the man of belles-
fstires ; and that in lefs than two months this work went

through
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through five or fix editions, while four or five
months elapfed before the heavy, clumfy, and elaborately
empty, anfwer of the Public Orator came out, clumpet-
ing like upon crutches, printed in large types and wide-
margins, to make 1t appear (true quaclifm) more bulky
than the work itfelf it was intended to annihilate ; and
that, to make this anfwer (other guackifb trick) enjoy the
merit only of a fecond edition, in the fpace .of two or
three months, one good half of the firft was I am told
cancelled and deftroyed to make room for that fecond ;
three parts of which, upon a pufh, might, perhaps,
now be found at the printer’s warchoufe, unlefs it
has undergone the fame fate as the firt, and been by
its own author offered as a facrifice to Vurcan,

Whenever therefore the certain APOTHECARY makes
henceforth choice * of new birelings to break his own head
with the perfuming pan, I hope this anecdote will be
a warning to him, to teach him how to chufe fuch as
are better acquainted with the anecdotes of their times,
and the particulars of what they are advancing in their
applaufes, left he fhould lofe, as in this cafe, all the ad-
vantages he expefts to derive from their enthufiafti-
cally worked up arguments,

This fame Public applaufe congratulates again his vir-
tuous IDOL upon his ¢ fuccefful beginning towards the
“¢ wery requifite reformation of true medical knowledge, &c”.
refleflions as abfurd, expreffions as ridiculous as the au-
thors from whofe pens they proceed; and to which

* Perhaps fome people, aswell as himf{elf, will be of opinion that a more
Jucky choice of fubjeéts to exercife his talents upon, might as well, and
with no lefs propriety, be recommended to him alfo, in future. In which,
how far the advice might be right, I will not pretend to be a judge : but, |
believe too thaty if the name of GoropsmiTH, after the man was dead,

roved to this mighty Goliark fo hard and fatal a fiock to ftumble upon j 1t
15 natural enough to expeét he will take heed from it, how he meddlesano-
ther time with a GovpsMmITH again, were ever another to fall in his way ;
and efpecially if the fecond fhould happen to be a Jiving-one.

I fhall



PR EF AL L xlv

I thall oppofe no anfwer of my own to confute them,
as it would, of courfe, be fufpetted of partiality; but
repeat only, as much more powerful and weighty, what
I find in a very eminet publication intituled Obfervations
¥ on the Duties of a Phyfician, and on the method of profe-
cuting enquiries in Philofophy, The author, who, as I
learn by the advertifement prefixed at the head of the
work, was a medical profeffor not long ago in one of the uni-
verfitics of a neighbouring kingdom + exprefles himfelf thus
p. 169.--- But not to infift further on arguments that
¢ fhew, that no confiderable improvement in the art of
“ medicine can be expected from phyficians, while they
“ are on the prefent footing, I fhall only obferve as a
¢ falt, that it appears from the hiftory of medicine, that
“ the improvements in it were f{eldom owing to thofe
¢¢ phyficians who valued themfelves upon being re-
¢ gular, fyftematic, rational praitioners; nay, what
¢ is more extraordinary, they have been often oppofed
¢ by them with great keennefs and acrimony, and fel-
“ dom adopted till aft}er a very leng ftruggle. We
¢ could give inftances of this, in many of the improve-
“ ments of modern practice, particularly in the cafe of
¢ blifters, opiates, Peruvian-bark, antimuny, mercury,
¢ and all the powerful chemical remedies ; the inven-
‘¢ tors or introducers of thefe, from the days of Para-
¢¢ celfus down to Dr, Ward, have been held by the fa-
¢ culty 1n contempt and deteftation. The ditcoveries
¢¢ of thofe men who were not regular phy{icians, have not
‘¢ been examined with that candid impartiality, which
¢¢ their importance and fuccefs required : yet from fuch

““ very ufeful difcoveries may fometimes be expedted.
" &e .

=

* This anonymous but elegant performance, divided into reve kéfures, is
printed for CapeLy in the dtrand, 1770,
T legLaxo.

It
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It is, notwithftanding, a truly regular-bred phyfician
who fpeaks, in fo ftrong a manner, in favour of QuAcCKs
and their MEDICINEs. True it is, that a little farther
he paffes alfo a due and rational cenfure on fome ¢ gno-
¢ rant, carelefs and wrong-beaded” ones, ¢ whbo pr ofit but
 Jittle in proportion to what might be expelled from fo very
“ extenfive a praflice” as they have. But, I hope I have
fo fufficiently declared in this PREFACE that fuch are
not thofe I mean to defend by this publication, that I
may not fear to be taxed with infidelity, in not copying
further down from my quoted author; as I myfelf enter-
tain the fame opinion of thofe Patence’s with which the
world abounds, and coincide perfeftly with him in his
fentiments of the many lies they propagate about their
extraordinary talents and {kill. Therefore, 1 fhall con-
clude this Preface of mine by the following words from
that of the celebrated Dr. STroTHER which ftands at
the head of his Prafical Obfervations, printed London
1729, page Xxviil. onthe Epidemical Fever, which reigned
in the beginning of this Century.---¢ If the art of phyfic
- €€ isto be advanced, no difcouragements ought to be given to
¢ the unciriakers thereof 3 let each perfon of indufiry draw
““ out bis fcheme, if it fails, be bas at leaft fhewwn bis good
“ will, and prevents any other from fleering in that road ;
“ but if be fucceeds, be merits glory and thanks.”

As for my part, I am far from thinking, like my
fublime BRoTHER Quack of the Strand, that I deferve
already that glory and thofe thanks DDr. STROTHER men-
tions. I am content if I may only be allowed the name
and reputation of firiving earneftly for them; and of be-
mg in the right road which, by a due continuance of
attention to my prefent purfuits, and the profeflion I have
embraced, may condut me one day to obtain both,
from the impartiality and candour of a juft, difcerning,
and always equitable, PupLric.

Fuly 22, 1776.
2% - FREE
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HA'T a great deal had been already faid,
and ftill fhould continue to be every day

repeated, againft Quacxks, * EmMpPIRICKS,
and therr MEDICINEsS, 1s not fo much to be

won-

=L

* Quack and EMPIRICK are two words common-
Iy ufed, which are found in every one’s mouth, and of-
ten employed one for another ; becaufe their difcrimi-
native, and radical, meaning is not fufficiently known. 1
will, therefore, attempt to fix and eftablifly it here.---
Doétor S. Jounson gives, at the word Qua cx, the three
following definitions, or rather interpretations, which,

B
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wondered at, as the filence it is generally ob-
ferved thefe have obftinately kept on the {ub-
jeét.

in my opinion, coincide fo perfeétly with each other into
one and the very fame meaning and idea, that they may
perfeltly well be claffed among thofe we call diffinétions
svithout differences. Here they are. ““ Quack, /. [From
“ the Verb.] 1, A boaftful pretender to arts ‘he does
“ not underftand. 2, A vainboaftful pretender to phy-
¢ fick; one who proclaims his ownmedical abilitiesin pub-
e piaccs. g, An artful tricking pradtitioner in phy-
¢ fick.”---To the firft definition, hc quotes Felton ; to the
fecond, Addifon; and to the third, Pope.---1 will pafs to the
fame Lemcugiapher sdefnition of the'word Empirick; then,
refume.---¢“ EMPIRICK, [l [spmapees, | A trier or experi-
“¢ menter. Such perfonsashave notrue knowledge of phy-
¢¢ {ical practice, but venture upon obfervation only."”---
To this definition, he quotes Hooker.---Now, I will offer
my opinion of the true and literal meaning of each of thefe
two words, and of the point of difference which charac-
terifes them. The above three definitions of the word
Quack, which, 1n faét, are but one, I confider as
vaitly ftreched out, quite in the omré, and as being g, in
£2&, rather the prefent, aual, falfified acceptation of the
'ﬂcmti than its real, original, 'md firft intended, meaning ;
nhich ACCOTC ing to me, 1s ftridtly i‘pcaLing nothing
clie but a preconifer, a pr.-r!u ifbery a trumpetery an adver nﬁ:
and is formed by oropdloman, (that is to fay imitation)
from the noife, or cry, which ducks make.: Thofe crea-
tures giving, la}r that fort of noife, and that perpetual re-
petition of the fame cry, notice of their being 1n fuch a
quarter, the imitative word quack ]115 firft jocularly, I
iuppuic, and then ironicallly, becn given to the medicine-
ads :m,-"n . becaufe, hke thofe animals, they announce,
publifh, pufl, and mﬂ:mtgnmf. away by advertifements,
hand- lnlla, &c, the medicince they are poflefled af.
Hence guacks tllﬂ} arc {nid, in other words publifbers, ad-
ver r{fers and nothing more. This denomination, as we
fee, does not touch in the leaft their abilities or inabili-
ties. How then can it imply a boafiful pretender v aris
o3



QU ACKS anNp turir MEDICINES. 3

je&. Attacked with the moft ungenerous,
and, I dare to fay it, fallacious arguments,
' woven

not underflood by the DExoMiINEE ? How is it, and where
does it appear again, that that art is phyfick in preference
to any other art ? Therefore I conclude, and. I believe
with propriety, that any advertifer whatever, either for
Shoe-blacking, fhirt-making, portrait-painting, French-teach-
ing, dancing, &c, &c, 15 in falt literally, ftri&tly and
pofitively, as much a guack, as he who advertifes for re-
medies, The very firft, and moft eminent, member
HIMSELF of the faculty, no fooner advertifes a book of
remedies, or firictures, confiderations, eflays, differta-
tions, aphorifms, &c, &c, &c, but HE becomes alfo a true
Quack, ipfo fasle, in the true, the literal, ftri& and full
fenfe of the word, as well as THEY againft whom he
“fulminates in it.

EmPIRIcK, uponexamination, will appear no lefs mif-
reprefented thun the other. Epmapes, they fay, is its
radix.---"True.--- And euzapios fignifies, qui folim ex ex-
“perientid aliquid traciat: that is to fay, a man who prac-
tifes from experiments only.---Very well.---Therefore,
in my opinien, 1t is as much as to fay a man who prac-
tifes nothing but whathe is fure to be good from authentic
authority ; and whofe authority is what can never de-
ceive, miflead or mifguide him; what is always, at
all times, and in all matters and cafes, moft {urely and
facredly, what fhould ever sornELY, be implicitly Telied
and confidently depended, upon, viz, EXPERIENCE
and repeated experience. EMPIRICK 15 then, infhort, the
man who never adminifters a remedy to any one, without
previoufly being unqueftionably fure and convinced of jts
propriety and {alutary effe@s 1n the cale it is adapted to.
Nor can I find, indeed, how to torture the Greek word,
whence Empirick 1s drawn, fo as to extort that cunning,
artful, malicious, and defignedly diﬁ:rmliting inuecnds, COm
monly afcribed to it, that invidioufly ftretched-cut ac-
ceptation of the vulgar, too rafhly and unthinkingly
adopted, and now authorifed, by the fan&ion of our learned

% Lexico-
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woven with that {kill and addrefs which daz-
zles the generality of readers, little ufed to the
finefles

Lexicographer, which makes it mean a man who bas no
true knowledge of phyfical praflice, but VENTURES upon
obfervation only.---Nay, 1 go farther, I find myfelf even
fufficiently founded to pronounce there is pofitive incon-
fiftency, glaring incompatibility, and downright contra-
dition in the copulationof the two words ventures and ob-~
fervation ; which I prove thus. If the man adminifter
nothing but what he has 0BSERVED tobe good, I main-
tain he VENTUREs NOTHING. I fay more, I declare
he has greatly the advantage over the regular-bred phyfi-
cian whofe bufinefs, charalter and profeflion are all theory,
and, therefore, all wenturing, in the ftri€t and literal fenfe

of the word. True it is, that this laft reguires fuperiority,
fublimity, real tranfcendency of genius; abftract reafon-
ing, amf combinations in the mind, upon any new cafe,
new accidents, new diforders, new chronieal, or epidemi-

cal, difeafes, &c, &c; whereas the other may be totally
inept in all this, and unfit to ftate upon any other difor-
der whatever, befides that only and folely for which his
remedy 1s calculated.---But, thisis the very circumftance

I wanted to prove, that itis therefore the very regular-bred
phyfician himfelf, not the Empirick, who precifely is the
réal trier, the TRUE experimenter 3 while the other neither

is, nor can poflibly be called, fuch, fince he praétifes nothing

but already long tried and experimented remedies, Where-

fore I go on, and infift again that a truly learned regular-
bred phyfician (rara avis /) is the only one of courle who
MAY ERR as a man, (for gmnis homas mendax) and the

other caANNoT, he has it not in his power.---1 would,
therefore, be inclined humbly to recommend Doétor
SAMUEL the correting of this article in the next edition

of his Di&tionary. Ior eumapros, EMPIRICK, 1s {0 far
from meaning trier and experimenter, (words equal to, and

fynonimous with, worker in the dark, uncertain, and igno-
rant ) that, on the contrary, 1t fignifies pofitively quite the
reverfe in the Greek language, where it ftands for fciens,
aptusy ufie, praxi atqué experigntia peritus 3 that is to fay,
: ' knowing,
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fineffes of the art of Logic, they have been
made an object of ridicule by {fome, and re-
prefented as the moft dangerous fort of people
by others; as a public nuifance, as a fet of
common empotfonners: and not one of them
has had fpirit enough to take up the pen n his
own defence, as well as that of the frater-
nity. It is high time, therefore, this thould
be done: and, without boafting of more abi-
lities for the tafk than my predeceflors, or
cotemporary fellows, of the Empirical Col.
lege, I will, for the fake of TrurTH alone,
take the liberty to offer here a few candid, in-
genuous, and unadorned refle@tions, on the
critical point which divides us from the felf-
calling regular-bred phyficians, and examine
whether or not we deferve the {currility of their
language in the cruel manner they exert it
upon us.

knowing, able, learned, experimented by ufe and con-
ftant practice. Is not this, ts be SURE of what one does ?
Who can, therefore, be more trufty now for a patient,
more likely to comfort him, to revive and reanimate his
deje@ted fpirits, to diffipate at his approach the q]ﬂumy
thought of a threatening diffolution, to remove the ter-
Tors of an &{lﬂncrng dtath, and recall the two greateft
fupports of the afilicted, and beft afliftants of the phyfi-
cians, Farta and HOPE Ul se s .. IF you confult your
own heart now, you will foon fmfi there fuch anfwer as
1 can wiih to hc:lr, and which 1s the moft obvious,

Bur,



6 FREE THOUGHTS ovw

BuT, before going any farther,it will not be
much amifs, perhaps, to {ettle the reciprocal
rights, privileges and pretenfions of the con-
tending parties. Our adverfaries fay that Hyp-
pocrates pronounces phyfick to be the nobleft
of all arts whatfoever. That it was formerly
in fuch a repute, efteem and veneration, as to
malke the inventors, or improvers, of it be ftil-
ed fons and hands of Gods, and often confi-
dered as Gops themfelves. All this 1s cer-
tainly true. Such was, indeed, the opinion
of the inhabitants of this world in the firft
ages of it, when mankind, by the negle&t of
temperance and exercife, having began to be
the prey of various unknown and unufual
pains, {ufferings and miferies, obtained unex-
pe&edly relief by the hands of fome few adepts
who adminiftered them a few remedies which
chance and accident had thrown in their way,
and which their fagacity and difcernment had
pointed out to them how to apply. Nay,
even among the Chriftians the fame opinion
nearly prevailed; fince, as we find it in St.
Auguftin, * they thought the pofleflor of
the art of phyfick muft then be infpired.
“ Corporis medicina (fi altius rerum origines
“ repetas) non invenitur undé ad homines

¥ De Civ, Dei.
S manare
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“ manare potuerit, nifi a Deo.” Hence they
conclude that THEY ALONE oughtto be em-
powered with the adminiftration of medicines,
to the exclufion of any one elfe whatever,
becaufe they will be thought to have, at a
great expence and coft, acquired great know-
ledge, fkill and abilities, in the theoretical part
of the art, in {chools and univerfities. But
if, to enhance the difficulty, {uperiority and
{ublimity of that very art, they think it ne-
ceflary to alledge that Efculapius, the inventor
of phyfick, never arrived before he died to the
perfe@ion of it; and that his fucceffor Hyp-
pocrates, being himfelf come toa very old
age, was not athamed of confefling the fame
in an epiftle to Democritus. 1f they are not
againft admitting likewife that, even now, it
requires an infinite deal of pains, labour, ex-
pence, trials, experiments and time, before
a man can be rightly, and duly,qualified for the
tafk, for a very good reafon they care not to
mention, and which I will produce for them,
viz. the field of difeafes is now become {o ex-
tenfive, and {o far beyond what it ever was be-
fore, that every one of them, fingly confider-
ed, with its nature, caufes, times, tendencies,
{fymptoms, diagnoftics and prognoftics, &,
might perhaps well oceupy the whole life of

any
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any man, and fometimes that of {everal men
{ucceffively, before its proper, and truly effi-
cacious, antidotes are found out and difcover-
ed. If all this, I fay, be the cafe, does not
this moft evident conclufion refult, that the
man who turns * all his thoughts on the ftudy
of one fole difeafe, its caufe, {ource, principle
and antidote, and attends to no other what-
ever, is infinitely more likely to difcover a
true and efficacious remedy againft it, than
thofe who, forced to practife on a larger {cale,
cannot beftow a fufficient time upen any in
particular, to inveftigate the true principles of
them all, and apply the proper prefervative
to a threatening diforder, or reftorative to a
determined one ? ls it not obvious that the
pofieflor of a certain particular medicine
againft one fingle particular diforder and its
kindred appendages, (or, as you may call it,

* It is to fuch highly meritorious difpofitions, in the
juftly celebrated Do&tor ARMsTRONG, of Soho-Square,
we are every year indebted for the prefervation of thou-
fands of children, who, before him and the truly lauda-
ble inftitution of his DisPENsARY, ufed to fall a facrifice
to the ignorance and ineptia of their mothers and nurfes,
in the treating of the diforders incumbent to that tender
age, in which, (efpecially among the lower clafs of peo-
ple) the dear innocent creatures are left to the mercy of
their crroneous directions, their abfurd adminiftration,

to the evident danger of the poorinfants’ lives, and the
decreafe of the human fpecies,

con-
2
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confaguine diforders) he who fabricates and
prepares no other fort during all his life time,
ought certainly to be more verfed in the
manutention, more exal, more {crupulous
and more ready, in the preparation and admi-
niftration of it; than thofe who, from morning
to night, are continually employed in com-
pofing hundreds of various fpecies, made up
of many different, oppofite and incompatible
drugs, for various diforders, and in the
greateft hurry, without being able to allow
them{elves the time of refleting to avoid mif-
takes in the materials, and errors in the
dofing, or in the mode of adminiftering of
them?

- On what principle, therefore, do the {elf-cal-
ling regular-bred phyficians ground their pre-
tended prerogatives, and their {uperiority
over us wvenders of medicines? Did not that
fublime art, they fo much boaft of, begin
precifely in the very manner that we now do
exercife it? What were in their times thofe
famous phyficians we find fo honourably re-
corded in hiftory ! Were they regular-bred
for treating of all forts of known or unknown,
poffible and impoffible diforders? Or, like us,
were they merely and folely poflefled each of
fome particular remedy againit certain parti-

C cular
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cular difeafes; which pofleflion, originated
from an accidental difcovery, or obfervation
and combination, and then properly applied,
had rend:red them renowned enough to make
them be fent for, and unboundedly rewarded,
when, luckily for them, the malady they
knew how to cure befel fome great perfonages
of their times ? Such, notwithftanding, was the
cafe of Philippus, the phyfician of Alexander ;
that of Timecleas, and Nicias, who were thofe
of Pyrrhus ; fuch was that of Diofcorides, who
was the phyfician of Autony and Cleopatra ;
{fuch was in fhort that of Archagatus, the firfk
alien who, on account of his reputation that
way, was made free of Rome, &c, &c. For-
merly, one fingle phyfician did not take upon
himfelf, as they do now, to f{yftematife and
differt boldly upon all forts of difordered ha-
bits of the body ; but, having made a ferious
ftudy of one particular diforder and of the
antidote againit it, praftifed no other branch
of the healing art.

I~ its infancy, therefore, it refults that phy-
fick was in 1ts purer ftate. For, as there was
no fpeculation yet, and as every medicine,
which ever was then adminiftered, was fo
upon fure grounds and an undoubted know-
ledge of itseffects, {o there were no rifks run,

nor
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nor experiments made, by the /fons of gods of
that period, as there is now by thofe of our
days; and no one was by thofe [facred hands
killed, as at prefent, fecundum artem. 1t is
to the corruption of the times, to the putre-
faction of the principles of fociety, to the in-
{atiable thirft after riches, to the rapacious
hungrinefs, the ravenous greedinefs, the watch-
ful voracioufnefs of the few cunning of all
ages, in endeavouring to avail themfelves of
the dull and {leepy indolence of the ignorant
multitude, that we are indebted for that craf-
tinefs which is now found reigning among
the moft ufeful branches of arts and {ciences,
of all kinds, and for the impenetrable veil of
myftery with which their fir/? pofleflors never
fail to obfcure them, as foon as they begin to
be fenfible of the extent of their utility,

Is it a generous, candid, and difinterefted
love of mankind, and the prefervation of its
members, as you affeét to profefs it by words,
which induces you, gentlemen of the faculty, to
decry ¢ all quacks, from Efculapius to the pre-
“ fent, either as ignorant, or felf-conviéted im~
“ poflors, advertifing daily lies, whether mount-
¢ ed on ftages, or riding in chariots 2" Is it the
true knowledge of the dignity of your pro-
feffion, and a fuperiority of underftanding in

C 2 its
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its practice, which make you rail {o vehe-
mently againft that pretented ¢“ evil [pirit of
“ guackery,” which; you fay, ¢ is gone forth,”
and ¢ has poffeffed all orders of men among us,”
and which youwould like ¢ to lay, if you could,
“together with every Demon of fuperflition and
“ error,that” youmay thereby < refl re theworld
< to truthand nature 2>—No,indeed.~—~No{uch
purity of {fentiments exifts in you, more than
in any other of the incorporated private com-
panics. Lucre, gain, and profit, are the true
and only motives which infpire you that flow
of anathemas you beftow fo lavithly upon
us. The fear that the cure of difeafes thould
become eafy, and might be performed by
every one at a {mall, or no expence, and thus
oblige you to lay down your own chariots,
ereted on, and fupported by, the credulity
of the ignorant, though wealthy, multitude,
is the reafon why you foam in all your writ-
ings, your confultations, and private conver-
fations, againft the venders of medicines,
ready prepared fo cure what is not in your
power even fo attempt attenuating. Oh'! auri
Sfacra fames! quid non mortalia peiora cogis ¢

Bur let us examine, without partiality,
the faé as it really ftands. What are, ftrictly
{peaking, thofe advertifed medicines? Are
1 ot Lathe i bl 3o e



QUACKS axd turir MEDICINES. 13

they a compound of horfes dung and cows
pifs; or, as the more polite, though no lefs
contemptuous phrafe, 1s, a mixture of brick
duft and water, prepared by a parcel of dirty
ignorant coblers, fcavengers, and chimney-
{weepers, or fomething worfe if poffible, as
fome would infinuate it ; and by them retailed
to the public as a {pecific to operate wonders,
and work miracles? NO: 1T 1S QUITE THE
REVERSE.—Firft, they are moftly compo-
fitions which unite the eaterior neatnefs and
elegance, with the power, energy and efficacy
interiorly concentered. Secondly, they are
the fruit of the labours, ftudies, and expe-
rience ‘of {fome really learned phyfician of the
fo much boafted regularly-bred clafs; who,
after having himfelf ufed and adminiftered it
along while, with a never-failing fuccefs, at
laft fometimes gives it to a friend, or leaves it
in his family ; in either of which cafes it ge-
nerally becomes what is called a family-receipt,
and often keeps fo for the beft part of a cen-
tury, before it emerges into the world, and
is advertifed as a moffrum againit thofe very
diforders in particular, for the relief, attenua-
tion, or radical cures, of which, they origi-
nally were calculated by their firft inventors
and fabricators. Such is, notwithftanding, in

fa&t,
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fa&, the real origin of moft of the advertifed
medicines which, at this prefent time, are in-any
repute.—Others, and many they are, origi-
nated from thofe venerable members of monaf-
teries ¥ who, far remote from the cares, the

vanity

¥ Witnefs the famous RoGeER Bacown, an Englifh
Francifcan friar of the 13th century, diftinguifhed, on
account of his vaft learning and deep penetration in aftro-
nomy, chymiftry, mathematicks, &c, by the name of
Doélor Mirabilis.---1 have now in my pofleffion a very
old book, intituled The Triumphant Chariot of Antimony,
written by one Basrr VALENTINE, a monk, of the
order of St. Bennet, who, from the context of his treatiie,
appears whatever may be otherwife thought concerning
his extravagant enthufiafm in favour of the philofophical
Slone, to have been a very great chymift.---The bark, the
proper name of which is the Peruvian-bark, but bctter
known to the public h}'thatafj{ﬁuti -bark,1sin falt owing
for its dilcovery, to the fociety of that 1Ehg|0us ﬂrdre:l,
and was made b}f mere chance and accident. The ftory 1s,
as well as I can remember, for Iam obliged here to quote
againfrom memory, (and a very treacherous one it 1sfome-
times in matters of mere hiftorical falls;) the ftory, I
fay, is, Thatoneof them, whowas ill of an ague, being
dry, and near a pond, drank of that water and was cur-
ed. Some how orother, a tree which was near the pond,
and ll.mgmg over it fo as to dmp its leaves in it at the
time of fall, or projeted its roots into it, I am not fure
which, was fufpc&fcl of impregnating the waters of that
pond with its own virtues. Trials were made, and the
tree found guilty of thofe qualities w hich ever fince prov-
ed fo falubrious to mankind ; for which crime it was
condemned to be, ITSELF, amd all thofc of 1Ts oww
sPECIES, ftripped of its bark for ever to come after-
wards ; a fentence which has never failed fince to be
carefully put in execution. And the Fefuits having been
the firft difcoverers, preparers, venders, and importers
of that medicinal ingredient, it went by thmr name, under
1 which
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vanity, and the diffipations of a corrupted
age, bind themfelves voluntarily to employ
the happy leifure of their fuill, calm, and
peaceful retreat or folitude, and devote their
time, their labour and their abilites, to ftudy

which it is better known than by its real one.---AqUA
MEevrissE, originally called EAv-DEs-CARMEs, i1s a
moft admirable cordial of very great and deferved repute,
compoled by the members of that religious order at Paris
where 1t firft originated, and whence it is circulated all
over Europe.---In 1757, one Friar CoMmE of the order
of the FEUILLANs in the Thuiileries at Paris, invented
an inftrument called Lithotome-caché, for the operation of
the ftone in the bladder ; and this {kilful monk performed
feveral times this operation in prefence of the faculty,
and the moft eminent mafters and profeflors of the fchool
of furgeons at Paris, with a dexterity and fafety which
did him infinite honour, and procured, for himfelf and
his new inftrument, the greateft applaufe and intire ap-
probation of thofe gentlemfzn. See the French reviews
of that and the following years.---Such are in epitome
the proofs I can produce, from memor y only, of my afler-
tion concerning monks giving themfclves up with a me-
ritorious application, and a noted fuccefs, to the theo-
retical ftudy, and the pradtical art, of phyfick and furgery.
Were I to make good thofe affertions, I would dip into
fuch proper places for fafts, and authenticated fags, as
would foon be found undcniable; and I would take care
to be fo particular, as to leave no room for the moft il-
literate in thofe matters to doubt what would be laid be-
fore him ; which method would, at the fame time, not
fail, I dare fay, to be produétive of a great many more
examnles. But many of my readers being themfelves
acquamted with the fa&s I have quoted, and a great
number living who have been eye-witnelles of fome of
the circumftances referring to the laft I have related, I
hope 1t will help to give me credit for the truth of what
I advance from report only ; though, I muft confefs, it
18 fuch a one as I may, with confidence, rely on,

the
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the art of repairing the damages which vices,
intemperance, debauch, and luxury, bring
daily on the confiitution and lives of thofe
they left behind them in the world. There,
free and undifturbed, thofe pious votaries give
themf{elves up to all forts of frudies and avoca-
tions, according to the natural turn and dif-
pofition of their minds; and there is no art,
no {cience, and we might almoft fay, I be-
lieve, even no trade now extant, but what is
highly indebted for its improvement to the
decp meditations, trials, combinations, re-
{earches, experiments, and long pradtice of
thofe cloifteral {olitaries. Such, therefore, of
thefe as ever did, or now do give themfelves
up to the ftudy of phyfick, and daily pra&ife
it in their infirmaries, with an averred {uccefs,
are not certainly regular-bred phyficians ; but,
can one {ay, however, that they are lefs learn-
ed in the art than thofe who pique themfeves
upon that vain, that frivolous, that infigni-
ficant denomination? Who will dare to al-
ledge it; to advance fuch an abfurdity? I
fay, they do really, joftly, and pofitively pof-
{efs (without the fanction of an univerfity,
and without the futile ceremony of a regular,
unintelligible courfe of letures, often as badly
digefted as they are negligently attended}

every
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every thing which ought toconftitute the true
phyfician, and are sucu in fa&, while the
other is only nominatim. What comes, there-
fore, from fuch hands cannot be queftioned
with refpect to the merit of the compofition,
the virtue of the ingredients it is made of, and
its real power and efficacy.—A few alfo, it
muft not be denied, may be the difcovery of
fome 1illiterate fellow, who could neither read
nor write ; a fhepherd, a plough-boy, a fither-
man, &c. But, in this cafe, the great book
of nmature ftanding open before their eyes,
why fhould they not make ufe of it that way,
as well as a Fergufon did in aftronomy? And
why, ifit thould {o happen, that chance offer
them a vegetable, a mineral, an animal, or a
{pring, which, by an unexpefted accident,
they difcover to be invefted with a certain
power or virtue; why, I fay, fhould they
not be allowed to make ufe of it, when they
themfelves, or their friends, their neighbours,
or their relations, want to be relieved of the
fame, or a fimilar, evil they have found it
had the power to remove ! Trueit is, in this
cafe, as it will not fail to be objected, that
fuch virtues, erroncoufly dofed, improperly
adminiftered, and injudicioufly prepared, may
do a deal of mifchief inftead of good. There-

D fore,
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fore, 1t will very readily be agreed to. But,
at the {fame time, it muft be as impartially
anfwered, that thofe crude remedies never do,
nor can, in that imperfe&t fiate, come to the
kinowledge of the public at large, and that
they always keep within the narrow circle of a
few individuals in a village or two only, as the
very illiteratenefs and poverty of their difco-
verers, or pofleflors, is always a fure guard
enough, and a pretty infurmountable barrier,
againft their {preading by means of advertife-
ments, Therefore, whenever any of this {ort
arrive to that pitch, it muft be through the
channel and medium of fome man of abilities
and judgment n thofe matters, who confe-
quently never fails, immediately and previ-
oufly, before he rifques his name, his repu-
tation and his fortune, to make {uch trials,
eflays, and experiments, as will afcertain to a
degree the dangerous, the doubtful, and the
uleful qualities of the new remedy; and,
THEN, It becomes as {ure and {afe a one as
any other whatever, of never fo old ftanding,
and of alcertained, or acknowledged, virtues.

SucH, however, or nearly fuch, are the
fources whence originate the advertifed medi-
cines, which fo much excite the rancour, and

ftir

I
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ftir up the bile, of our proud, haughty, vain
and {uperb adverfaries, Now, I will afk an
impartial and candid reader, to tell me inge-
nuoufly; what he really thinks in his heart of
their affe@ed declamations? Muft it not look
highly laughable, not to fay abfurd to the
greateft degree, to every one who hears, or
reads them, to fee how the bullets infullibly
and naturally retort upon them, fince 1t 13
proved that none of thofe medicines, which
make the obje&t of their {pleenful clamours,
now exift, but come direétly, or indireétly,
from themficlves,

To {upport this allegation, a few examples
perhaps will not be thought out of {eafon.
Therefore, left I thould be {ufpeted of too
much partiality, being mylelf a proprietor, I
fhall not here inveftigate the pedigrees of my
own medicine, but take notice only of {ome of
the moft reputable among thofe which, with
refpect to the cenfures and fulpicious inuendos
thrown on them by the faculty, ftand under
the fame predicament as 1 have endeavoured
to remove and to deftroy,

In the London Difpenfatory we find the re-

ceipt of a certain balfum traumaticum among
11 ' the
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the pharmaceutical preparations therein ap-
proved of, recommended and defcribed. Now,
would our readers imagine that this very me-
dicine 1s nothing but a certain Beaume du Com-
mandeur, of French extra&ion, known in dif-
ferent countries, and {ometimes in the very
{ame place, under the various names of Bal-
famum  Perficum, Balfam of Berne, Wade's
Baifam, Friar's Balfam, Turlington’s Balfam,
&c, &c? Would one believe that, before
our learned and wrangling gentlemen gave it
that honourable fanction of admitting it among
their own compofitions, and thus, as it were,
to grant it letters of naturalization, this one
and the fame medicine had been, in different
parts of the world, guackly kept as a fecret in
feveral private hands, and under various de-
nominations, for a great number of years :
till, at laft, its real merit, and acknowledged
virtues and qualities engaged one Pomet (a
French doftor) to give the receipt of it in
his Hiftoire des Drogues, whence the authors
and revifers of our London Difpenfatory hand-
ed it out, to dignify it with a place in their
San@uary ? And again, would one think it
credible that, though thus adopted by the
regular-bred phyficians, and {o publicly known
as the Difpenfatory makes it, this very me-

dicine
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dicine thould continue fiill, however, under the
difguife of very few and infignificant altera-
tions, to be advertifed and {old here in LLondon
by two different proprietors, under the diftinét,
and above-mentioned, names of Zurlington’s
and Friar’s Balfams, and be notwithftanding in
fadt, nothing elfe but the Balfamum Traumati=
cum of the thops? If that of the {hops be a good
and recommendable-medicine, can that of the
venders be a bad one? Our reafon, not our pre-
judice, is to guide us in this, and anf{wer the

queﬂiﬂn.

Bu, this is notall. The {fame cafe has hap-
pened to another Elivir of the invention of one
Jacos LEMorT %, a very great chymift, and

Do¢tor of phyfic of the univerfity of LEyDpEN.
The

* LEMoRT’s name ought, in my opinion, to be written
in gﬁ'id-::n letters, and never 1}r::-noum.¢c.l but with reve-
rence, was it for no other realon but the invention of this
remedy, though he was alio of a vaft many others of
great imerit, (ab may be feen in his chymical and medi-
cal works printed in quaito, at Leyden, 16g6) fuch, for
example, as the elixir menfiruale, the 'j‘gfs::: s drops, ano-
ther very valuable medicine, the elixir anodynum, the
bezorticum, &c, &c.---Dr. Q_JINCY was the means of
bringing his ¢/fEntia aftbmatica into repute in this coun-
try, h}f the encomiums he pafied on it, joined to his ob-
fervations on the compofition ; for, he did not hefitate
to 1ay, that ¢ there is not any mmpc_y” teon of our fhops to be
¢ compared to it in the intention it is ordered. = The
college of phyficians did not give it a place in their

I difpenfatory
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The name he had given it, at the ﬁgne, was
Efentia Aphmatica. Now, it ftands adopted,

n

di!'[pary’iztary, till the laft reformation of it : in doing which,
they have thought proper to throw, out of its compofi-
tion, the hboney, the liguorice, the tinélure of faffron, and
the falt of tartar. But, if they mean this fuppreffion as
an improvement worthy of their Figh Mightineffes, 1 fay
that, in my fimple quality of brother quack, 1 could pro-
pofe another, which feems to me of no lefs confequence
than theirs, and which, I am furprifed, to have ct}capcd
their notice. Here it is.---They have ordered reétified
fpirit of wine. This, I allow, is the proper menflruum
for the oil and camphire; but, by no means, isit a
proper one for the extract of opium ; which, on account
of its gummy nature, cannot be fo compleatly diffolved
in that {pirit, as it would be in water; as a proof of
which, Ffay that they themfelves have direted the crude
opium to be digefted in water, in order to make the
thebaic extraél, or firained opium, uled in this very elixir.
Therefore, the way I would propofe, to make this com-
pofition, would be thus, Diflolve the camphire, ben-
zoine and oil, in a pint of {pirit of wine : and, the extral?
of opium, by itfelf, in a pint of water. Let them ftand
twenty-four hours, then mix together ; and, after ftand-
ing twenty-four hours more, filter. By this mean, the
ingredients will be infinitely better fufpended. Fubricando
fit faber, fays the old adage ; and true it is enough : for,
praétice alone and careful examens, in repeated operations,
can produce real improvements, Not to {peculation, 1n-
deed, but tovarious trials, eflays, and afliduous labours,
am I indebted for the few improvements I have made in
fome compofitions.---This. valuable remedy is the moft
counterfeited of any, among all the advertifed medicines.
And the reafon is obvious. . ‘A good many individuals,
it is hoped, die, in an old age, who have been prudent and
cautious enough, during their life, to avoid thoie irregu-
larities which procure the jewrvy, the gout, the pox, the
rheumatifms, &cy &c. But none, in this bappy ii]]s;nd,
where
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in our Difpenfatory, under that of Elixir Pa-
regoricum, or, Paregoric Elixir ; that is to fay,
emollient,

where the air is not the moft falubrious in all Europe,
ever die, at any age, and in any condition, from the
King to the beggar, but had more than once conghs and
colds, and fome of their appendages, Whence comes the
temptation, in the breaft of fome people, who envy the
apparent profits they think the proprictors of advertifed
medicines reap of their compofitions, and who have none
of their own to advertife, lience, I fay, arife their defire of
venturing the fame carrier; to do which they think none
fitter than that, the merit of which is moft unqueftioned,
and the patientsfor which are more plentiful. Thefe precife-
ly are the advantages which attend LEMoRT’s alixir, and
every one is willing to have the fale of it, without feeming
to rob one another, nor propofing an old and well known
remedy. Then, they new chriften it, and difguife it with
various colours; fome put Spanifh liquorice, to make it
black ; red faunders, to make it red; faffron, to make
it yellow, &c, &e. Others, to difguife it ftill better, put
a'good dofe of the refin of benzoine, or the dalfam of
Toin: the effeét of either of which is, that when you put
a tea-{poonful of 1t in a glafs of water for ufe, actording
to prefeription, it turns that water white like milk, con-
formably (as we have obferved fomewhere elfe in this
pamphlet) to the nataral property of all refines and re-
finous {ubftances.---So, that the buyer is really taken in,
and fancies he has purchafed fome new, more cflicacious
remedy than any of previous exiftence ; while it is no
other than that which he could have got next door, or
that other again he had yefterday, from another advertifer.
But, after all, of waaT confequence is that deception
to the public ? Of nonE, to be fure, If this remedy be
the {ame as that other which belongs to the other pro-
prietor, it muft produce the fame good effe@s. Then the
cuftomers indeed divide. It is true again. But then the
elder proprictor only, and no one elfe, is hurt: becaufe

Wis
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emollient, foftening, {oothing, or comforting's
from wapnyopi folatium, deleélatio, obleSiamen-
tum, or mapnyopixos confolandi, few leniends,
vim habens. And it is not improper to ac-
quaint the public, that the ingredients it is
compofed of, are {o perfetly conform to the de-
nomination of the context, fo benign and ef-
feCtual in colds, coughs, afthmas, confump-
tions and any fuch other obftru&ions of the
lungs and breaft, that all thofe various reme-
dies, daily advertifed by private perfons, or the
beft and moft reputable chymifts and do&ors,
{fuch as ———'s balfam of honey, chymical
drops, lozenges, effence of colt’s foot, &c, &c,
&c, are nothing elfe but this very elixir com-
bined with the infignificant addition of fome
unneceffary drug, to difguife it and alter its
form, whence they take the name they give
it. This {pecies of fraud they practife with
no other view but to have an opportunity to

was not this newi{. advertifed medicine the fame, and of
courfe as good, as his; thofe who purchafe the new would
have purchafed theold, and his now finking profits would
have been, by fo much, greater. But what 1s all this to the
public ? Nothing, nothing; abfolutely nothing at all,
An old axiom of the fus Romanum was ; Confulere utilitati
publice, prima Lex effo. Let this law always be that alfo
of our nation, and we fhall foon find the benefit of it,
by being more happy, iz faf?, than we are in fpeculation.

publith,
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publith, with fuccefs to their purpofe, a weil-
kaown and fafe remedy, better than which
none they can find, as if it were a noffrum of
their own invention. A circum{lance, or
rather a fcheme, which, by the bye, we muft
know, attends moft of the remedies of ac-
knowledged and authenticated merit and vir-
tues.

In the laft century, an imprudent ufe of
the Peruvian bark having been attended with
bad confequences, had brought this valuable
remedy into difefteem, difrepute, and difzrace,
{fo that 1t was intirely rejected from the prac-
tice of phyfic, and no one would any more
have any thing to do with it. About the
{ame time, one Sir Robert Talbot, an Englith
gentleman who refided at Paris, had acquired
fuch a prodigious reputation, on account of
the furprifing fuccefs he met with, in his prac-
tice, by the adminiftration of a certain medi-
cated wine of his own preparation, that Lewis
X1V ordered a large fum of money to
be offered to Sir Robert, for his {fecret; that
fo fingular a remedy might not be loft, but,
on the contrary, communicated to the public,
and become {erviceable to the community.
The purchafe was made: and THEN, what did
the fo famous medicine prove to be? Nothing

E but
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but the poor old difcarded bark itlelf. And

where, therefore, did the merit lie? Was it
in a different, a-new, a more f{enfible, more
rational mode of prﬂpﬂriﬂé’ this vegetable, 3
method better fuited to its conftituent qualities ?
No': not at all. What then? In the MERE
method of managing it, the fole procefs of
adminiftration. By this mean, the medicine
retrieved its loft chara&er: by this mean 1t
has kept it up, and prelerved it, to this day,
to the great benefit of mankind., Could not
this be the cafe of many pretended guack me-
dicines ! No doubt of it. For, in fa&, had
not the truly commendable, the much worthy
of imitation, generofity of the French Monarch
ftept forth in this circumftance, and had this
remedy been kept fecret in the hands of Sir
Robert himfelf, and then in thofe of his lineal
ﬁ(-fﬂendﬁ_nts, or fome of his friends, the fuc-
cefs had certainly not difcontinued to attend
the ufe of the remedy; nor, perhaps, had
either the bark itlelf difcontinued to be, at this
very time, condemned as a dangerous, a pernici-
ous, even as a down-right poifonous, drug.

ONE example more, of frefher date, and'1
have done.—When the late Marfhal SAXE
-commanded the French army in Germany,
during the war before Iaft, a'c¢rtain Keyfer, of

S e GRS



QUACKS awp THEir MEDICINES. 27

German extra@ion, but furgeon to a French
marching regiment, finding that almoft the
whole army was fired with the poifon of the
venereal diforder, and that the long procefs,
ufually obferved by the faculty in fuch cafes,
could never do with {foldiers and officers, who
were inceflantly haraffed by the fatigues of
war, thought it his duty to contrive a method
for contracting all the benefictal qualities and
properties of mercury in {fo {mall and commo-
dious a compafs as to be adminiftered to his nu-
merous patients, and make them reap all the
advantages of it, without any interfering. with
the duties of their profeflion. He luckily,
then, invented fome pills (which he denomi-
nated Dragées) by means of which he performs
ed the moft furprifing cures, and faved the
lives of many hundreds of his Sovereign’s {ub-
jects from the knife of corrupted venery, and
fince acquired, before his death, aconfiderable
fortune in Paris, during the following peace.
Thefe pills found al{o their way into this coun-
try in bis life time, and {ince have continued
to be {old and prepared in England, upon the
principles of their author, by the hands of the
{fame perfon, who firft imported them: aud,
if we judge by the uninterrupted feries of ad-
vertifements, which, for thefe twelve or four-
teen years paft at leaft, bhave daily been infert-

E 2 ed
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ed in our news-papers, we may readily fuppofe
they muft have met * with not very indiffe-
rent a fuccefs, thus to encourage their adver-
tifer to keep up fuch a certain expence.—Now,
here is, as we fee, another + gfﬂﬂck medicine,
which is the fruit of the invention of a
regular-bred Dostor, and is patronized by
another of the fame ftamp, in our days, and

* I find thefe pilis have come to fuch a height of repu-
tation, that they are fent even into lreland and America,
Thele pills are made, I'know, of calcined mercury. Dr.
FavLek,in his late treat ife on .rﬁu' mfff;;:u!g.r.raff.!ws que’r:.mj’,
page 05, has been rather {evere upon them. As for m
part, I am fairly of opinion, that they really have more
merit than he ¢ pleafed to allow them, ~ VAN SWIETEN,
p! :,rm - to the court of Vienna, and Sir JoHN PRIN-
CLE, here, rru him, have both, it is true, introduced the
folution of fublimate in brandy or molaffes fpirits among
the foldiers, as KEVSER did his Dragées; and I be-
tieve 1t way found better than thefe, This is the only
reatonable aroument, iT' it be one, which can be made

.--_'_'... it the Frenchman's pills, as liquids always mix in
the blood petter than folids,

+ Is not Grass's Magnefia Alba, a preparation of
that earth, moft exguifitely 1un_,1mr to any of thole we
had before, and are fiill found, inthe fhops. However,
though of the greateft mun, none of thofe thops wili
ever uie it Tllx\.r continue to fell their impure one; and
tie mt'f or of this elezant purification was, ncxe:t‘zelets,
a regulur-bred tuirrunh who lived and died in the heart
of one our mofl celebrated univerfities hardly noticed, or
ever employed, even in his profﬁfﬁon.~—-[-lc was an ad -
vertifer of medicines, therefore a quack, therefore defpifed
by his brethre 1- ---But, in compenfation for this, he was,
as ever he will be, bi::lL?d by many a mother, for the faving
of her dear infant from the claws of death.

under
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under our own eyes.— The firft had been re-
gularly bred to the bufinefs, fince he belonged
to a regiment in [rance, for which he muft
neceflarily have attended all the courfes of
furgery and anatomy at St. Cofme, befides the
hofpitals.  The latter is publicly known and
avowed here to be a regular-bred phyfician:
and a man of fortune and property ; who has
not been athamed of expofing his name in fup-
port of that guack medicine nor of prote&ing
it againft the virulent afperfions of his brethren;
although in France, during all Keyfer’s life,
envy never ceafed to foam and {patters againft
the pills, as it now continues to do ftill, both
there and here. But, was it a bad remedy,
they would not rage fo violently againit it.
Having nothing to fear from the fuccefs, they
would not take notice of it; they would not
even mention it. ‘The vender of it himfelf
would foon have dropped the {cheme of pro-
moting its fame, had he found his purfe impair-
ing by the expence of advertifing, without
{feeing a proper return ebbing back, in com-
penfation for bis large flowings. It 1s then
evident to the blindeft genius, to the: moft ob-
tufe capacity, that it is not, as they wouid
make us believe, a true and difinterefted love
for mankind and the good of f{ociety, which
make the faculty rave fo much againft what

i tht‘y
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they are pleafed to call guack medicines ; but,
only and truly, the fole difpleafure of feeing
the art of healing growing fo eafy, and their
confequence finking in proportion. They {ee,
with an aching heart, in the ncreafe and
multiplicity of fuch fuccefsful medicines, the
portending harbinger of an immenfe, and nigh
hovering, decreafe of their revenues; which,
like thofe of certain other craft-mafters of fome
more dignity, have no other foundation but
the credulity, the imbecillity, of an uncautious
and blunt-eyed maultitude,

As 1t was a recent fa&, tranfacted before
our own eyes, within a few years, I had in
this caufe a good opportunity of fighting that
of almoft all others, which now exift, and the
origin of which, though not, perhaps, fo
~well authenticated, may neverthelefs be as
good. Befides, this account moft evidently
points out the true occuit {ource whence
{prings that inveterate enmity which our much
boafted regular-bred phyficians bear to every
advertifed medicine.  So that now fuch an ex-
ample is enough to open the eyes of the public
upon their conduct, and fet at nought all the
moft {pecious, and beft worded, declamations
they may henceforth prefer againft thofe which
either exift already, or which may ftart up at

any
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v
any other future time.—Oh ! Sons of Gods of
our days! How far do you fhew yourfelves
from elevated {piritualty ! How much addic-
tion and adherence, on the contrary, to mate-
riality ‘do you betray to a fenfible being ! What
low, mean, and vile felfithnels! What in-
terefted views do you dicover to candid and
indifferent obfervers? Since, becaufe an effica-
cious remedy is not left in your hands, but
pafles into thofe of fuch as will adminifter it
to the afflited, without the fees of confulta-
tion, at a fiftieth part of what you would
charge 1t, you had rather fee all your patients
die without affiftance, than 1t be faid you have
recommended fuch a remedy to them, or ufed
it your{elves in any of your prefcriptions. Zan-
tee ne animis celeflibus ire !

NoTwITHsTANDING ; (would any ene be-
lieve it? And, what a contradition!) Innu-
merable almoft are the guack medicines which,
either pofitively coming from regular-bred
phyficians, or from other quarters, have how-
ever fo far gotthe better of their oppofition as
to meet with their general approbation, be
recommended by them, and even admitted in
their repofitory, For, befides thofe already
taken notice of, we have got again, as ftanding
ones, that is to fay, flill fold and advertifed

n
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in the guack manner, and neverthelefs recom.
mended by the faculty, Daffy’s Elixir *, the
Beaume de Vie, Dr. Fames's Powders, Siongh-
ton’s Drops 4., Dr. Anderfon’s Pills, (now under
the appellation of Secotch FPills,) the Vinegar
of the Four-Thieves, &c, &c, &c.

In {peaking of this Iaft, efpecially, I cannot
help taking this notice of it, that it has a {in-
gular merit in being effectually the real con-
trivance of four French rogues, who, during a
peftilence which raged in their country, found
means to rob all the fick, and plunder all the
houfes, without ever catching the leaft fvmptom
of the infection, and that owing only to this {e-
cret, antipeftilential preparation of their own
contrivance, the publication of which was
made, at their trial, the price of their lives,
—Now, whether or not, they were men of
literature, {kill, abilities, and theoretical or
experimental knowledge in the pharmaceutical
art, I fhall not think of contending here.
Neither thall I, in order to enhance f{till more

* Darry’s ELixIr is concealed in the fhops under
the appellation of Tinéture of Senna.

+ Thefe Drors inhabit alio the fhops izcog, under
the name of the bizter Tigifure,

the
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the merit of the invention, aflert that they
were only fome dirty villains, according to
the idea their profeffion conveys in an Englifh-
man’s head, judging from a comparifon with
that fort of people who in England follow
the trade of thieves, foot-pads, robbers, houfe-
breakers, and pick-pockets. Too many and
too fatal examples have we got, and do we
meet with, indeed, every day in our own
country, of people of higher rank and more
exalted ftation, engaged in the fame bufinefs
and way of life, though not fo much falling,
by the mode of tranfaétion obferved in the
practice, within the letter of the law, and
thereby not fo direétly amenable to the cog-
nizance of the magiftrates, the verdi& of a
jury, and the {entence of a judge. The bad
opinion, which experience and cool refleétion,
on the prefent ftate of our manners, and the cor-
ruption of our morals, as well as on the tran{-
attions of {ociety in thefe ourdays, induce me
to entertain of the atuating principles of in-
dividuals, 1s fuch indeed as to leave no room for
me to doubt but every one, from the higheft
to the loweft, would wiilingly ftrip his bro-
ther of his property, could he do it with the
fafety of his perfon,—Thercfore, there is no
caufe why we fhould think that a Jucky’

B chance,
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chance, a fortuituous hap, procured to four
IGNORANT rogues this happy antipeftilential
prefervative; and there is 2 much greater rea-
fon to think, that it 1s the fruit of the deep
and long premeditated combinations of four
ABLE and INGENIOUS CONFEDERATES, whole
heads the calamitous circymftance of the times
had put to work. For, intereft is the great-
eft promoter, the moft powerful {pur of in-
dufiry. And man, the moft ravenous {pecies
of the animal kingdom, is {o felfithly prone
and addited, thatnothing could prevail upon
the beft of the whole tribe to do the leaft good
or fervice to his fellow creature, was HE him-
Jelf to deduce no fort of dirett, or indirect,
: perfonal advantage whatever from the deed.

BuT, to put an end to this defence of the
guack medicines, and be convinced of their real
and intrinfical merit, it fuffices to obferve,
that notwithftanding all the railing and {cur-
rilous language ufed againft them, no lefs
than Five of them *, if not more, have po-
fitively been received in the laft London Dif-

o

# Thefle five medicines are, Elixir of Vitriol, the Pa-
regoric, the Turlington’s, ov Friar’s Balfam, the Tinélure
of Persvian Bark, and that of Ca domoms,

penfatory;
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penfatory 5 which is the greateft proof which
can poffibly be given that guacks, and their
medicines, deferve not all in general (what-
ever may be the peccata of a few in particular)
that cenfure pafled upon them by the public,
nor the malevolent afperfions thrown againft
them by the faculty ; no more than thefe laft;
whatever may be the real merit of fome very
few among the many, deferve not arr the
encomiums which are beftowed on them, the
confidence the public has repofed iz them, nor

the fublime charalter they affume, and they
would make us believe to be due zo them.

THERE remains nothing now but to ex-
amine {erioufly whether or not Two certain
ingredients, of the mineral kingdom, which
have lately met with fome misfortune, and
the beft, moft effe&tual and efficacious how-
ever, of the known, and a&ually difcovered,
remedies, are truly ftained with that blemifth
which is imputed to them ; and whether they
merit that ftrong and detrimental prejudice
which the generality feem to have now imbibed
againft them.—MEercury and ANTIMONY
are the two objefts here in view, and are go-

ing to be fubje&t of the following dilquifition.

F2 SECTION
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S:EATE. T QN 11.
Ox MERCURY anxp ANTIMONY.

TH ERE are three * very powerful me-
dicines which are compofed of MERCURY, viz.
the fublimate, the calcined Mercury, and the
yelloww Mercury Emetic, otherwile Turbith Mi-
neral.—The {ublimate is the only one hither-
to known which has the peculiar property of
diffoiving equally well in any liquid you can
put it into, let it be {pirit of wine, vinegar,
mere water only, or any thing elfe whatever,
By this mean it acquires that fuperior advan-
tage to be rendered a much fafer remedy than
any of thofe other {orts of preparations which,
refuling themielves to diffolution, cannot be

e

" ﬁrruh might perhaps, with great propriety, be
added to” thole three, viz. Mercurius dulcis, or, dulcified
.f..:u 1, an exceffively good medicine thuu”h no lefs
a rank poifon, than all the other prcpalamns of Mer-
Cury, thHLi ove requetting a very judicions hand to be ad-
minitered with dafe Ty,

] given
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given in any other fhape, or form, but in pow-
ders, pills, &c.

Tuae reafon is obvious; and, every {en=
fible being will, eafily, conceive that, by
making up pills, which is done by an admix-
ture of fome other ingredients, in order to com-
pofe a kind of pafte, there may, nay there
muft unavoidably, follow an uncertainty in
the divifion of each of thofe thus intermixed
ingredients, which being the cafe, with refpe&
to that chief active one, cannot but be attended
with dangerous confequences. For, this un-
certainty muft neceflarily be productive of ine-
quality in the dofing of that moft effential
article of the compoft: whence it may happen
that one pill {hall have three grains of it to it-
felf alone, while another fhall have but one,
and the other very likely none atall, or, nearly
none.

On the contrary, a liquid is infinitely more
{ufceptible of the moft accurate preparation.
It may be correfted to a pofitive certainty, and,
therefore, taken with the greateft {ecurity,
and without any the leaft apprehenfion or
fear.

ANOTHER
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AxoTHER ftrong objeCtion againft Mers
curtal, Antimonial, or any other pills, is again
this. They are apt to lay in the ftomach un-
aftive * for a great while, until fome liquid
of an acid quality comes down, and then fets
immediately the whole in action. This ob-
fervation is {fupported by the opinion of the
very learned Dr. Huxaam himfelf, who, in
his Treatife on Antimony, takes notice of this
circumftance, and very ftrongly expatiates on
the fuperior advantage an impregnated liquid
has over a folid compofition, and the much
greater fafety which attends the taking of the
former, as it * readily mixes,” fays he, ¢ with
¢ the blood and animal humours, and pafies
¢ off {o freely and eafily through all the out-
“¢ lets of the body, that it may be given with
« fafety, and repeated with {uccefs, two, three,
““ or even four times in twenty-four hours in
¢ {fmall dofes, and fo continued for days to-
¢ gether., Whereas the Jolid—preparations
¢ are very uncertain in this operation, fome-
“ times lying a long iime in the ftomach and

* T think, notwithftanding, this objeftion, however
well it may fuit Mercuwial preparations 1n general, is not
quite fo firi&@ly applicable to fublimate ; as this is of its na-
turetoo activeto lay long dead in any one’sbody ; the natu-
ral warmth of which is full fufficient alone to fet it in
motion.

¢ bowels,
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““ bowels, before they exert any [enfible effect ;
¢« and then af once irritating with fo much
*¢ violence and obftinacy that an Hy-
¢¢ percatharfis * fometimes, all at once and
¢ unexpe&tedly, comes on, efpecially on drink-
“ing a glafs of wine, cyder or other vege-
¢ table acids. Befides,” continues the {fame
author, ¢ when medicines are given in {ub-
¢ ftance, they muft firft undergo a difiolu-
¢ tion in the ftomach, before they can pafs the
¢ lacteals, and be mixed with the blood, fo
# as to adt as alteratives, diaphoretics, &c,”

Tuis fage obfervation of Huwham muft
then hold good with refpect to mercurial liguid
and folid preparations, and eftablifh powerfully
the {uperiority I have advanced that the one is
pofiefled of over the other.

Hypercatharfis, from wmep fupra, prater, and xadapois
purgatio, therefore fupra modum purgatio, that 1s to fay,
a violent over and above purging.---This explication of
hard words we have thought neceflary, whenever there
occured any in this pamphlet, to facilitate the under-
ftanding of it to the ladies who may happen to read it, and
by whom indeed it 1s our with it may be perufed, as well
as by the Adepts, or, otherwife, thofe who think and
call themfelves, and generally are coniidered as, com-
pleatly fkilled in all the fecrets of the Phyfical Are,

Now,
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Now, it 1s no lefs certain that fublimate,
and all other mercurial preparations, may be
increafed and decreafed in their virulent qua-
lities ad libitum. You may corre@, for cx-
ample, the corrofive fublimate to {uch a degree,
that all its virulent powers fhall be quite de-
firoyed and annthilated, as in the powder
called the «vhite precipitate of Mercury; a
powder well known among the ladics, for its
efficacious virtue, in deftroying that little
animal which, fo commonly infefts children’s
heads. Its innocence muft be great, fince it is
ufed fo freely with children’s heads, even at
an age when their fountain is ftill quite wide
open; and its etficacy muft be very little infe-
rior to its innocence, iince one fingle thimble-
full mixed with common fiarch-powder at
the time of drefling, will be found quite {uffi-
cient to operate the fame effet m adults lying
under the fame predicament.

On another hand; fidlimate may be ren-
dered fill more corrofive than it is by itfelf,
by making the following experiment. R,
"T'ake half a drachm of {ublimate, which difs
folve in one ounce of retified {pirit of wine
n a glals mortar. Next, pour it on a plate®
and fet it on fire; the {pirit will burn out

and
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and leave after it the fublimate, which will
appear as a thin pulp, {pread over the plate.
Add now a gill of common water, and grind
it again with the peftle in the mortar as before.
If you put a little of that mixture on a knife, or
a fhilling, 1t will inftantaneoufly fiain either
as black as coals, and much more than any
other preparation of the fame ingredient,

AvoTHER experiment. With a moderate
addition of any alkaline {alt, you will always
correct the {ublimate at pleafure: fo that, if
you carry that addition to a certain degree,
beyond proportion, you may thereby deftroy
its corroding power intirely.—But, by adding
to this laft mixture of deftroyed {ublimate an
acid liquid, you will revive all the ina&ive
acrimony of the fublimate, and reftore it to
its prime ftate as it was before. Becaufe the
acid liquid 15 a menftruum which loads it.
felf with all the particles of falt, and abforbs
them without affeting the fublimate, which,
then forfaken by the falt, and rid of the 2n-
cumbrance of its parts, recovers the free altion
of its own. Thus it is that what was a poi-
fon juft now, is no more fo at prefent, and
the next moment may be made a poifon
again.—W hence I conclude that, though fiib-

G limate
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limate has been fo much exclaimed againft, of
late, yet it is neverthelefs the beft and the
{afeft of all mercurial medicines, waeEN, (I
muft confefs) it is in judicious hands, and
adminiftered to patients who will firiftly ad-
here to the prefcriptions of the adminiftrator,
who, undoubtedly, beft knows the nature and

quality of what he gives, and the regimen it
requires, during the perufal,

SoME weak gentufes make their appearance
now and then, who, 1n compliance to the
prejudices and circumftances of the time, have
the foible of advertifing their medicines as de/-
titute of Mercury, Antimony and other unfor-

unate mineral, or vegetable, which for the
time may happen to be in difgrace: while, at
the fame time thefe ingredients are the very
foundation of their medicines, and they could
not manufature them without that portion
of their receipts. ‘T'hey forget that there isno
medicine, of any note or efficacy, which does
not carry its particular charaéteriftic along
with it; a chara&eriftic which will always
be found out either by the {mell, by the tafte,
by the effeéts, or by the trial they can be put
to: and that, therefore, a mere affertion, or de-
claration, that fuch or fuch gningredient does

not
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not enter into the compofition of {uch a me-
dicine is not encugh to be credited, Thus,
for example, Camphire, Hemlock,and Cinnamon,
will be difcovered by the {mell: though
Goop Caffia, indeed, will very nearly give
the fame odor as this Jaft. Falap, befides
its well known purgative quality, will be
found out by its burning difagreeable tafte
in the throat. Cantharides by their occafion-
ing a ftrangury in the urinary paflage when
the dofe is pretty ftrong; and, if weaker, by
its producing a conftant defire of making
water, which foon brings on a diabetes.
Thus, pills made of fublimate, if rubbed on
a fhilling will ftain it black ; and Mercury,
if given in {irong draughts will particularly
affe@ the mouth. Though I muft not deny,
1 have alfo known patients who complain of
all the {ymptoms * which are found to affe&
the mouth after Mercury has been taken,
though no fort of medicine at all had been
adminiftered to them, which affetion was
intirely and folely owing to a mere {corbutic
habit of their body.

# Confirmed by the anf{wer and declaration of Sur-
geon BROMFIELD to Serjeant GLYNN ; as may be
ieep p. 41. L. 11. of Mifs Buiterfields trial.  'Which fee

{3ig Bur,
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Bur, to return to what I faid before, and
continue to prove how ingredients are difco-
vered by experiments: {uppofe a medicine
be compofed of refins, for example; as thefe
are only diflolved in {pirits, the trial is made
by pouring fome of the compofition mto a
glafs of water, it will turn all into a milky
white liquor. Even a nutmeg, if powdered
and infafed in {pirit of wine, that infufion
will produce the fame effet as foon as mixed
with water., So that thofe who are a little
converfant with the materia medica, will never
be at a lofs to pronounce what are the chief
ingredients any medicine i1s generally compof-
ed of, as to its bafis, though they will not
be able to determine precifely as to the re-
{petive quantity which every article bears, n
proportion to each other. Though the A4n-
timercurialifis may pronounce that ingredient
to exift in a medicine, 1t 1s not a reafon, by
any means, why {uch a medicine thould be ob-
jected to. For, as I faid before, fince a very
{mall matter may alter and correct the fub-
jimate in particular, {o as to make it a fafe
remedy, when adminiftered even in double
and treble the quantity, which, otherwife and
without that correCtion, might be given, it
refults  that no reafonable cenfure can be paf-

{ed
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{ed againft a compofition, becaufe it proves
to contain that fort of ingredient.

I couvLp have withed to avoid entering
into all thefe particulars: but, 1 was rather
compelled, by the nature of the fubje&l, to
make thefe previous obfervations as they en-
able me to convince people that, in general,
there is in minerals, befides their traCtability in
the management, a virtue infinitely greater
in power, and fuperior in quality, to that
which is difcovered in wvegetables; and I had
thereby an opportunity to prove that the
former may be {o prepared as to be taken with
all the {afety one can with for, efpecially awien
they are in judicious hands, who know how
to prepare and ufe them. 'This, therefore,
will not now, 1 fuppofe, be denied. But,
they will obje&t again another thing; they
will fay that generally it is quite the reverfe,
and that they are moft commonly fabricated,
prepared, and adminiftered, by unikilled per-
fons, and taken In medicines the nature and
compofition of which the patients are totally
unacquinted with, or ignorant of.—l am
willing, for one moment, to admit the fa& :
but, at the {fame time, I muft declare I am of
opinion the ebjeftion is not a bit the bet-
ter grounded ; and I will prove it.

First;



46 FREE THOUGHTS ox:

First; with refpet to the former part of
the charge, we have already proved, I believe,
in the beginning of this pamphlet, that, pro-
vided the medicine is a good one in itfelf,
and comes originally from fome able hands,
or head, from fome of the firft-rate phyfi-
cians (as there ever were, are now undoubt-
edly, and will always be a few in all coun-
tries and in all ages) it does not fignify a bit
of a firaw by whom it is now prepared and
vended. The actual proprietor, preparer or
vender, as you pleafe to call him, has nothing
to do but to follow implicitly, firitly and
{lavifhly the receipt he has inherited, or which
was delivered to him at the time of his pur-
chafe, and both HE and the puBLic are {afe
enough.—The public is /fafe, becaufe he is
fure of purchafing a good, efficacious and tried
medicine: and the other is /afe likewife, be-
caufe he 1s fure of meeting with fuccefs and
encouragement, 1n proportion as the repeated
cures, performed by means of the remedy, lay
every day more and more folid foundations
for its fame and reputation.—There iz this
very plain, and, however, true obfervation to
be made on advertifed medicines, vz, That
all the treafures of Peru beftowed in adver-
tifements and puffings of a fdad medicine, i

3 itfelf
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stfelf bad, abfolutely bad, will not avail one
farthing towards its {ale. It muft fall, and it
wiLy fall, in {pite of all the redoubled efforts
and endeavours of PruTus, and of the God-
defs of oratory. Therefore, a medicine of long
ftanding muft, of courfe, bea good one, 7p/o
Jfaéio, and in {pite of all the clamours of ma-
lice and envy. The ignorance of the craft-
man can therefore be no argument againit the
intrinfical merit, virtue and fafety of the re-
medy, aslong as he is not the inventor of it.
And its fole {uccefs 1s and muft be at any time
a fure warrant of its preconifed efficacy.

As for the fecond part of the objettion, con-
cerning the patients being unacquainted with
the nature and the compofitions of fuch medi-
cines, it is no objeftion at all, or, at moft,
it is a very laughable one: for, who ever is
the patient who requires his phyfician, or
apothecary, to give him the receipt of the
draughts which are brought to him from the
thops? And, notwithftanding, it would be
much more rationable in himfelf, his friends,
or his attendants, to infift upon fuch an infor-
mation; as many a miftake, and many an
error have been committed, fometimes through
the burry, and more often through the igno-

rance
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rance of the {ervants of thofe thops, which
have killed the patients inftead of relieving
them.—Zhrough hurry, miftakes have been
committed, by putting a wrong label round
the neck of a bottle, and thus ordering a mix-
ture to be taken by draughts, which fthould
have been taken by fpoonfuls only, or by
{poonfuls which thould have been taken by
drops, &c.——Through igrorance, innume-
rable miftakes and errors, have been, and
daily are committed in the thops by fervants,
prentices and thop-men taking out of a wrong
pot, or bottle, and fending a rank poifon to
patients which kill them almeit fuddenly, with
the draught in their mouth, before one half
has had time to get down their throat,———
Thefe accidents never did, NEVER CAN happen
with the venders of advertifed medicines.
They know too well the ingredients they
are to mpke ufe of, if they even know no
other Wwhatever in the whole materia medica.
And thofe they ufe always are the very beft
of the fort which can poffibly be got for
money, without any regard to the price ; and
their remedies are compofed with the greateft
care, the moft f{crupulous attention to the
formule, or prefcriptions of the inventor.
Contrary to this, the draughts which are
' compofed
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eompofed in the thops are too often made of
old, flale, and ftll more often, fpurious,
drugs, which are fubftituted for the good and
genuine ones, either through a fpirit of
lazinefs, which permits them not to put them-
{elves at the trouble of preparing * the right
fort, or through a fordid fpirit of intereft;
becaufe the profits accruing from the falfe and
fpurious ingredients are more confiderable.
Such 1s their little care for the difference be-
tween the efficacioufnefs of fome, and the
defeéts of the others!

THEREFORE 1t i1s now evident that the ad=
verti{fed medicines, when originated from good
hands, muft be infinitely preferable; fince
they have all the advantages which compofi-

Jr—
T

i

* Can any one of them deny (efpecially thofe of the
country ) that inftead of diftilling their anafeed, mint,
peppe r-mint, cinnamon, _]umpea, &c, &cy &c, waters,
they Lrniy take very often a few (1101}5 of the eflential
oil of thofe plants, mix it with a little fugar and retified
ipirit of wine, and pour common water upon it, then ufe
it, where the diftilled water of either is r-:quirccl. This
hafty preparation never mixing well with the common
water with which it 1s made, on account of the hetero-
geneous particles of this laft and thofe of the effential
-‘-.Jll which is found alw ays fmmrnmg on the top of the
other in little bubbles, it is evident the expelted effelt
cannot be obtained from it. Will they call that cenduét
an honeit one ?
P

P ]

tions
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tions can have, wviz. the greateft' care and ac«
curacy in the making up, and the choiceft of
ingredients which can be obtained from the
hands of mother Nature, and procured by dint
of money from whatever part of the globe
they can be i—mpgrted, without any referved-
nefs or difcretion on that head. For, the neat-
nefs and elegance of the look, or exterior ap-
pearance, which is generally the prepofiefling
attendant of {fuch medicines, as well asthe in-
fallibility of their efficacy, depend intirely on
the virtue of the ingredients; and the virtue
of the ingredients muft undoubtedly depend
on their perfections, which thews evidently,
and irrefiftibly, that {purious drugs could
never an{wer thofe compofers’ ends, who muft
abfolutely depend, for their {fuccefs and for-
tune, upon their reputation only and {folely.

Bur, will fome again fay, did not ever
any of the advertifed medicines kill, or hurt,
thofe who made ufe of them ?—To be fare,
fome have; mnay, moreover, @/l may: . and
why not, pray {—Why fhould they not have
that privilege in common with thofe of the
thops, and as well as all the Recipe’s of the fo
muchboafted regu/ar-bred phyficians!—Thefe,
it 1s_well known, produce that effe&t, and

' they



QUACKS axp tugir MEDICINES. s

they make no myftery of it; they offer not to
deny it, when improperly applied, unfaga-
cioufly dofed, untimely ufed, ignorantly com-
pofed. All that may, all that does happen
to the prefcriptions of the faculty. We have
even already made it, juft now, a matter of
anfwer to the {fecond part of the obje&tion ar-
gued againft guack-medicines.  ‘Therefore,
that a patient aflliGted with a particular difor-

der fhould fend for a medicine prepared for
another fort of difeafe, and ufe it againfl all
reafon and the perfuafion of his friends ; does
not this correfpond totally with the miftakes
of apothecaries’ fervants putting a wrong label
round the neck of a bottle, and {ending to a
patient what has been ordered for another, or
preferibing to be taken by draughts whatfhould
only by {poonfuls, &ci—This was the cafe
of Dr. GorLpsmiTH taking, againft all fenfe
and reafon, and the perfuafion of his friends,
Fames's Powders which were not fit for him,
What can the vender of the medicine, or its
preparer, do in {uch a circumftance?—Is it
his fault?—No, certainly.—And, therefore,
I fay that the {econd part of the objeftion al-
reddy mentioned, and already an{wered, ftands
now ftill more perfedtly deftroyed. For,
now, it appears to be evidently quite the re-
H 2 verfe
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verfe of that propofition which fhould be
propounded, as the following argument will
evince.—By a medicine being advertifed for
sucH or sucH a particular diforder, and No
OTHER, the pqgtient xNows then what he
takes; he 1s, rositivery fure that that me-
dicine is made for thai diforder.—HEg knows
beft whether or not he is afflied with fuch a
one: and, 1F HE 15, well and good : THEN,
he fends for it, and KNows WHAT HE TAKES;
though not, very likely, all the particulars,
all the exa& minutice of the compofition, with
which indeed he has not, nor ought to care
much to have, any thing to do.—=If, on the
contrary, be 1z wor afflied with that dif-
seder this medicine is prepared for removing,
and infifts upon taking of it, HE 15 a fool ;
HE, HIMSELF, commits the miftake, and if
the medicine kills him, he has nobody to ac-
cufe for it but kis own perfon; he s, to all
intents and purpofes, felo de fe.—Who then,
in his fenfes, will dare to attack a medicine,
and difcredit it, on account of fuch an accl-
dent?—Wine, the beft of liquors, rum,
brandy, and other {pirits, have killed many
individuals 1in all countries; and no one ever
thought of makirg it a caufe of his difparage-

| ment
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ment againft them.—People may kill them-
{fclves with any thing; with the moft com-
mon and innocent food; even with bread,
the moft whole{lome of any, if they eatitin
too great a quantity, while it is too new, and
before it is quite cold. HyprrocrRATES has
{aid, omnis repletio mala; pANIs, autem, pef-
fima.—Now, on the contrary, when it is at
the fhops the error, the miftake, or the fault,
18 committed; when the preparer miftakes
Peter for Paul and Fohn for Robert; when
he takes one drug for another,and blunders the
time, the quantity and the dofes, &c. It 15
THEN truly and pofitively, that the poor pa-
tient kNows NOT, INDEED, the naturé and
compofition of what he takes, nor the fatal con-
fequences which are to follow the ufe of it.
He takes with confidence; bis friends, his
afliftants adminifter him the mixture, with an
equal fecurity ; and it 1s from the deareft
hand that the unhappy viéiim receives ihe
awetul cup, and takes the fatal dranght which
puts an end to his days, and throws defolation
and defpair in a whole family.—Ye, tender
wives, now difconfolate widows! Dutiful
children, helplefs orphans? Ye, fond mo-
thers, loving hufbands, now, tell me arv!

\Who
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Who are, at this time, this well confideved,
who In_your opinion, are the common em-
poifonners? Who are the murderers of the
members of fociety } Who are the . peft of the
ftate? The advertifers of fafe, fure, tried
and accurately compofled medicines ! Or, the
preparers of regular-bred phyficians prefcrip-
tions #—[ leave you to pronounce. And 1l
belicve that judicious and impartial jury, the
public, will not want much deliberation to
bring his verdit in the caule before him, and
may eafily da it without going out of court.

Tue. other cry, againfi advertifed medi-
cines, - is on account of their containing Mer-
cury, or fome other mineral which the un-
Jearned generality think to be peifonous ingre-
dients. = So that, now, hardly an advertife-
ment is fecn in the papers but you meet with
thefe ridiculous exclamations, No MEeRrRcurY!
—INo ANTIMONY '—No Minerars! &c.
—Ih! in the name of wonder, is there not
then any other poifons in this univerfe to put
a cave on but Mercary, Antimory, and other.
{fuch Minerals *—And, what are then. Can-
tharides, Opium, Hemlock, Steel, Lead, Re-
Sin of Falap, Scammony, Heilebore, Coloquin-

: : f.?‘:??ﬂ,

b2
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tida, Gamboge, Aloes *, &c,.&c, &c? What

are in fhort innumerable other {orts of animals
and vegetables which are ufed in the very ad-
vertifed medicines which "proteft to ule mo
Mercury, and Antimony, or in the prepar:-
tions of the thops? Are not thele downright
poifons?—Notwithftanding, this very man
who afferts his fpecific drops, for the cure of
a certain difeafs, contain no Mercury, pofi-
tively mfes in a RestoraTive MepiciNg,
Cmfffmrm’f.r; which are a much greater one,
fince they attack the wrinary paflage, and
caufe (as we faid before) when given even in
{mall quantity an inceflant want of making
water, which brings at laft {uch a relaxation
of the parts as to occafion foon a diabetes, or
involuntary fhedding of ithe urine.—On Dr.
MeaD’s affertion that Cantharides were a cer-
tain cure for the Ieprof_v, I was once tempted
to make feveral experiments: but they were

T

* Aroks is well known to be the chief ingredient of
the moft humble Scotch Pills: and no lefs erwn, by
thofe who are acquainted with the virtues and qualltmg of

the Materia Medica, for caufing, by its powerful irrita-
tions in the uus, the piles, ﬁucnur than any l:hing which
can be mentioned, . Bef: JL:, thele pills arc made of the
Hepat: it Barbadoe s, or common aloes, which 15 gene-
m'llﬁ,r Ej'm to horfes, and is very inferior to th“ .b,ruu—

.i"‘.u
o
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fo far from being {uccefsful to my fatisfattion,
and to anfwer my expeltations after fuch a
man's word ; and, the certainty with which
I have enabled myfelf to {peak of that medi-
cine 15 now fuch, as to make me almoft
with Doftor Meap’s paflage were intirely
erazed from his works. This ingredient,
I take upon me to fay it, is by no means
endowed with {uch virtue; or, if it is, the
rifk and danger which attend the adminif-
tering of it are fuch, that they far exceed
what the laws both of God and man do
allow, and what an honeft man can un-
dertake to execute with a fafe confcience.
I have found, upon trial, that only half a
drachm of Cantharides is a {ufficient quantity
to impregnate a whole quart of {pirit of wine,
water or any liquid, with their powerful qua-
lities :—that a fingle tea-fpoonful of this tinc-
ture, taken three times a day, will occafion
the relaxation 1 have mentioned ;—and that
the infufion in water only, with or without
a {mall addition of {pirit, will a& more power-
fully than what the Difpenfatory has prefcrib-
ed even with all proof {pirit alone.—There-
fore, | muft conclude, that Cantharides are a
much more dangerous pofon than Mercury
or Aniimony.~Indeed, by fuch railings againft

Cvery
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every ingredient which is made ufe of, were
we to exclude, one after another, from the fe-
veral medical compofitions, all thofe which
might now and then be exceptioned, we
would foon find ourfelves reduced to return
to that time of ignorance, when diforders
were deemed 1ncurable.

THAT wegetables thould have the {way,
fhould carry the palm among thofe who are
unexperienced, unverfed in the comparative
analyfis, by chymifiry, of the virtues of
thefe with thofe of the minerals, is not at all
ftrange, nor to be wondered at. Thefe lively
productions of Nature have every thing fore-
catching in their favour. They are in them-
{elves a wholefome ecatable, in general ; the
firft perhaps too, if we believe Mofes, which
was given to man before his fall ;—théy are
the food of many clean and agreeable ani-
mals :(—they muft, from the beginning of the
world, have prepoficfled the mind of man by .
their pleafing profpceét, by their variegated
cnamelling of the fields ; and, fince that, they
have proved of fingularly quick and efficacious
benefit in curing fome light diforders, and
efpecially in the fea-feurvy. Hence, that is
to fav, from this laft circumflance,  fome

| have
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have fancied them endowed with the {ame
efficacy in cafe of land - feurvy; while, by
the very nature of thofe two different {orts of
diforders, under one fame and erroneous de-
nomination, it is evident they ?ﬂﬂ be but of
little fervice.

In the fea-fcurvy, the diforder, though
dreadful enough in its confequences when of
long continuance, is however only lecal and
temporary. It is very often confined to the
mouth where it affects the gums, the palate
and the cheeks, Its caufe being the alkaline
quality of the food on fea, a little matter of
frefh water and fweet vegetables {oon repair
that irritation caufed at the orifice of the {a-
livary duéts, and deftroy all that acrimony
of their juices which caufed the pain, fen-
fibility, and offenfive effluvie of the parts, ef-
pecially as thofe fame juices are inceflantly re-
cruited by frefh fupplies from the mafs of the
blood, which itfelf is not corrupted. But,
in the Jﬁﬁd—ﬁwvy, the cafe is very different.
The whole mafs of the blood is affeéted, and
infe@ted. Its reftoration, therefore, to a pure
ftate, neither is nor can be the fudden effeé of
the mere introduction of wvegetable juices into

1ts
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its ftream. It is the a&ion of {fome more
powerful agent which, then, is required.

At the occafion of this, T think I may,
without being accufed, or fufpeted, of pre-
judice, animofity, malevolence, or even par-
tiality, ftrengthen this aflertion by the exam-
ple of two wvegetable medicines which, though
in the hands of two rivals and contending
proprictors, who, one would think, fthould
have vied with each other in producing the
beft, the moft numerous, and better authenti-
cated lift of cures, is fo evidently deftitute of
power and efficacy, that one of the two ad-
vertifers, though backed by very fubftantial
perfons, funk unfuccefsful, in fight of his
triumphant, though inferior, adverfaries, under
the weight of the expences; and the other,
now furviving this antagonift’s fall, is ob-
liged, in order to {upport his credit, to be be-
holden to two old and ill-authenticated cures,
for want of better fuccefs. 1 {ay old and 7l
authenticated cures, and 1 prove it thus.
Upon enquiry, I found that in the firft cure
the medicine had been adminiftered between
three and four years ago, and the wife herfelf,
of the patient, declared to me that, during
the whole time of her hufband ufing the

I 2 {aid



6 FREE THOUGHTS on

faid fyrup, he was ordered to drink, and.did
effe@tually drink, a &f:»_;:nﬂicm of farfaparilla;
a drug which, alone, in many cafes of no ob-
ftinate and inveterate kinds, will often of it-
fe_lfperfc& a cure: whence, therefore, there
remains a very natural and folid ground for a
rational doubt whether to the fyrup or to the
Jarfaparilia, the cure is to be afcribed ?—As
for the other, which is now * advertifing, it
is {o premature, that it neither is nor ever
will be-a cure: and it is therefore an impofi- -
tion upon the candour and the faith of the
public; fince the patient, far from being re-
{tored to his health, has been obliged, a long
while ago, to give up the ufe of the remedy.
and now is juft the fame as before he began,
lmrdb_able to make thift to work at his anvil
without much pains. With {uch barren-
nefs, or more properly {cantinefs, of cures+ is

it

¥ This was written in November 1775.

+ If they are feanty of cures in feorbutic cafes, they
might perhaps be more plentiful in venereal ones : For,
they fecm to lay a great ftrefs on the prodigious efficac
of ‘their medicine in'thofe iatters. As for my part,
fhall not attempt to contradiét them on that head, with
refpedt to the power or inefficacy of that compofition .in
thofe ‘circumitances, never having been defirous to
meddle with that fort of thameful diforder, nor ambi-

tious to render my medicine {ferviceable in 1t, So far
from
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it poffible to contend for an abfolute and effi-
cacious power in vegetables alone, when there
is an infe&tion of the blood occafioned by fuch
virulent dilorders as the Scurvy, Leprofy, Ul-
cersy Gouty, Rheumatims, &c, &c?

Courp fuch wegetables, indeed, be found
endowed with the virtues and power requifite
to perform complete cures of the above dif-
orders, no one certainly would hefitate to
give them the preference. But, it is univer-
{ally allowed that none {uch exift, or as yet,
at leaft, are come to the knowlege of man.
Till they are, why fthould we, therefore, ne-
gle& bringing to perfe€tion a {ure and fafe
management of the minerals? And, when we
do employ them, with a happy fuccefs, why
fhould we be {o ungrateful as cowardly to
deny it ? As for my part, far from being
propenfe to make ufe of fuch pufillanimous
pradtices, in order to enhance the fale of my

from 1t, that I would look upon it as a diferedit to a me-
dicine prepared, inftituted and propofed for other pur-
pofes, to be thought of embracing alfo in her virtues that
of curing a diforder which might make a patient
afhamed of being caught in the ufing of it, for fear of
being fufpeéted of worfe difeafes than that for which he
15 in reality taking it.

medicine,
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medicine, by muftering up cuftomers on falfe
and delufive aflertions, and at the expence, of
courfe, of my veracity, my honour and my
good name, I have always made it a point,
when atked the queftion, whether or not 1
made ufe of * Mercury or Antimony in the
compofition of my médicine, candidly to an-
fwer in the affirmative, and to own that
even BOTH thefe ingredients bad conjointly
their thare in it. And, now, I will go fiill
farther; for, I publicly proteft that, was I
to be forbidden ever to employ them, or were
they to be prohibited in this kingdom as once
(to the everlafting credit 4 of our antient faga~

' cioufnefs

# MAREDANT’s drops, chiefly compofed of mercury ;
Dr. Norris’s drops, antimonial ;3 each of them are al-
lowed to be good medicines, This laft, efpecially, {feems
to be very much like one of Bafil FValentine, which he de-
fcribes in his Triumphant Chariot of Antimony. But, let it
be whatever it will, Doftor NorRr1¢’s 1s, Imuft do it that
juftice, a very fine, fafe, and pleafant medicine, made
with fuperlatively re&ified {pirit of wine: and, if {fuccefs-
ful, which I doubt net, in fevers, it certainly has, in point
of fafety, when adminiftered, the advantage of Fames’s
Powders, which are {o often preferibed by the faculty.

+ "The credit of our wifdom and fagacioufnefs would, I
am afraid, fuffer a little from ranfacking old records:
fince we find that, no farther back than 1428, an a& of
parliament was made againft the Hop, forbidding the ufe
it in malt liquors, as a wicked sweed ; and that it never

was
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cioufnefs let it be faid) Hoes had the honour
to be, by a& of parliament, I would immedi-
ately give up all practice, and renounce ever
compofing my ANTtiscorBUTIC DROPS.
For a great while, I have tried wvegefables
alone, and found I could make with them
but very little progrefs; and, often, a mere
nothing at all, if the diforder was never fo
little ftubborn and inveterate. This proved
to me the truth of SHAKESPEARE’s obfervation
in HAMLET, that defperate difeafes require
defperate * remedies, or none at all.

IT was not before the laft reformation of
the London Difpenfatory that the wvegetable
juices were introduced in it for the firft time:
though they were already recorded, before
that reformation, in the Edinburgh’s and

was reintroduced, into the kingdom, before the following
century, in 1524, whichis but four, lefs than one !J:mcfrm’
years after, M1ghty deeds of our forefathers ! Memo-
rable teftimonies, indeed, of their genius ! And how
many people have we got, even now, who- full as weak
as they, would make us a& as fﬂﬂliﬂ]l‘_’fj if their power
was equal to their will !

* All our beft remedies are defperate, for all our beft re-
medies are poifons, or compofed, with poifons. And their
falubrious qualities lie in, and are nothing but, a rati-

onal, judicious, and Empm]j,r prolmrtmnf:d introduion
of them into our fabric.

I Bates’s



64 FREECTHOUGHTS "ok

Bates’s. And, in a Difpenfatory printed
at Nurenberg, Anno 1669, we find eight
different prefcriptions of antifcorbutic waters,
wherein brook-lime, horfe-radifh; water-cref-
{es, and feveral other ingredients, are men-
tioned, and compofe the chief part. The
London Difpenfatory gives the following
prefcription of vegetable juices under the name
of fucci feorbutici, or, [corbutic juices:
B. Ofthe juice of.garden fcurvv-grafs, two
pints: brook-lime and water-creffes, each one
pint : Seville oranges, a pint and a quarter.—
Edinburgh adds to the above, awhite Sfugar
and compound horfe radifb-water. And the
venders of the vegetable fyrup add again to all
this dandelion and falt ‘of tartar: which, as
muft be {fuppafed, is what they term 'an im2
provement. Whether or not,” with any pro-
priety, this {mall and infignificant addition
deferves that pompous denomination, the
public, and able practitioners, will pronounce,

A cerTaix eminent Doétor (though ano-
nymous) who wrote on the Difpenfatory, ob-
ferves, ¢ that the {ugar had by all means
¢ better be omitted, as it occafions a fermen-
¢ tation which, when the bottle 1s full, muft
“ be productive of its flying to pieces. Be-

¢ fides,
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¢ fides, that the fugar being {weet, and glu-
¢ tinous by its nature, is apt to clog the
« paflages, and turn four * in {fome fto-
¢ machs. ‘Therefore, that it is preferable to
¢ let thofe juices ftand in a cool place for
¢« fome days till the faeces have all {ubfided,
¢ and then ftrain them gently feveral times,
“ till perfeétly fine, to be bottled for ufe in
¢ {mall phials, with a little oil poured on the
¢ furface as is done with Florence wine.”

From all this, there may generally be deduc-
ed a fort of conviction that vegetables * can be
but of little fervice in obdurate cafes, when

-

* To prevent fugar from turning four on the ftomach
you muft add a proportionable quantity of alkaline falt.

+ Have we not every year in the {pring the wvegetable
juices fold in Newgate, and Covent-Garden, markets, frefh
drawn every day ? Were they {o efficacious, as they are
faid to be, we fhould not find among the lower clafs of
people fo many viftims of the ravages of the fcurvy as
we meet with, who are true {petacles indeed, and objeéls
of compaffion. Antient phyficians tried the wegetables,
and were obliged toily to minerals. But by over dofing
of them, and frequently bringing on a falivation, it often
made them mifcarry. They were, then, true wild, un-
tamed, and furious ffeeds, valtly dangerous to truft to, or
meddle with: but, now, they may be faid to have at
laft taken the bit, and recceived the curb, {o that they
are as mild, fteady and trafable as the moft gentle lady’s

pelfrer
K the
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the diforder has impregnated the whole mafs
of the blood, and, in{ome meafure, altered
its whole compofition and quality. If {o,
where can there be found a remedy invefted
with fuch power as to expel all the hetero-
geneous mixtures introduced in it and reftore
it to its primary purity ? In minerals, cer-
tainly ; and, no where ele, Now, to prove
that minerals, and efpecially the two chief-
ones againft which the ignorant multitude
exclaim {fo much, are of the greateft and moft
effe€tual fervice in thefe cafes, let us hear
what Dr. Quincy fays * of them in {uch
prefcriptions of his Difpenfatory as concern
the Gout and Rheumatifm, and in which he
admits Mercury and Antimony,—< It is by
¢ thefe,” fays he, ¢ that many EmpirIcs
¢ have got great fame, when perfons of learn-
¢ ing and judgment are backward in adven-
¢ turing on things, where there is any ha-
“ zard; though thefe by a fkilful hand cax
“ NEVER DO HARM. They are the bafis of
“ many medicines that are now of great ef-
¢ teem 1n the moft obfiinate rheumatims,
$¢ & In another place, {peaking of a
{trong mercurial preparation, he recommends

¥ Page 4079,
{mall
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fmall dofes of it every day; dnd, then, he
adds. ¢ If this method is complied with,
¢¢ inveterate cutanecous poxes, which refift fa-
« livations, and all other means at prefent
¢ 1n practice, may be tadically cured, as may
“alfo Lepras, habitual fcorbutical erup-
¢ tions, and almoft all difeafes of the fkin.”—
And again, {peaking of another medicine where
Antimony and Mercury are united, he fays.
« This medicine is highly recommiended by
< fome, as being of the greateft efficacy in
¢ {corbutic and fcrophulous cafes; as alfo in
¢ all glandular obftructions and many chro-
¢ nical cafes, out of the reach of common
¢ medicines: and it is likewife faid to avail
‘¢ more than any other medicine in cancerous
¢ humours, and obdurate venereal cafes.”
On the other antimonial preparation, he
makes again this obfervation. ¢ It is a moft
¢ efficacious deobfiruent, and therefore ex-
¢ tremely ufeful in fcrophulous, obftinate {cor-
¢ butic, and all fuch cafes as arife from
¢ glandular obfiructions.”—In fhort, at the
occafion of another preparation of Antimony,
he makes this particular and firiking remark :
¢ Almoft all the foregoing preparations of
“ Antimony, how f{evere {oever alone, may
“ be fo managed by the fKilful hand as to

K 2 “ operate
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« operate little, or not at all, 1+ the prime
“ viz, nor be perceived until they are got
¢¢ into the {maller veflels; and Tuewn it is
“ that MIGHTY THINGs are effesled; as the
«“ cure of the Gour, Pox, EvrrL, and all
¢ thofe difeafes WHICH ARE TOO MUCH the
¢ OprprOBRIA MEDICORUM.” Thus it is
this oracle of pharmacy {peaks in many places,
and in the moft high terms of the virtues of
thofe two great medicines (MERCURY and AN-
TIMONY) either {eparate or blended together.

In Dr. Lewis’s new Difpenfatory ¥, we
find again the following paffage. ¢ The ufe
« of MErcURY In medicine feems to have
¢ been little known before the fifteenth cen-
¢ tury. The antients looked upon it as a
¢ corrofive poifon, though of itfelf perfectly
¢ void of acrimony, tafte and {mell: there
¢¢ are examples of its having been lodged for
¢ years 1n cavities both of bones and flethy
¢ parts, without its having injured or affet-
¢ ed them. Taken into the body in its crude
¢ ftate and undivided, it pafles through the
¢ mnteftines unchanged and has not been
¢ found to produce any confiderable effe&
BE i ik combined with mineral a-

o

* Page 91,
¢ cids,
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“ cids, it has very powerful effefts; afford-
“ ing the mofl violent poifons *, :nd THE
¢ MOST EXCELLENT REMEDIES that we are
fSeaequaipied with . . oo, . &e;idec’ i See
there, and alfo page 507; and on Antimony,
page 527 and 534, &c.

Doctor Huxmam in his ebfervation on
Antimony, page 70, exprefles himfelf thus in
fpeaking of a certain preparation of antimonial
drink.—¢ Now,” fays he, ¢ in this liquid
¢¢ preparation the reguline part 1s already
« diffolved, and moft exquifitely attenuated,
¢ fo that it pafles into the blood with the
¢ utmoft facility. It thould be moreover ob-
¢ ferved, that, in this form, Antimony may
““ be given in the moff agreeable manner,
“ auithout even being perceived, or creating
““ any more diflate than the wine it was made
“on, A thing of fome confequence tru-
¢ ly, when we have to do with {queamifh
¢ patients, particularly with children, to whom
¢ it may be neceffary to give repeated dofes

* It is true : but, we have faid all along that thefe
remedies require a 11».111'1.11 and judicious Lanu, and we
have proved that THEY were /fRiful, THEY were jud:i-
cious, thofe bands which firft prepared the guack medicines
wlm,h contain fome of thefe dangerous ingredients.

¢ of
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¢¢ of the medicine, &c¢.” .. ........and 2
little farther he adds; ¢¢ fhould it be imagined
¢ that this medicine, being fo fafe and eafy,
¢ can have no great efficacy as an alterative
¢ and diaphoretic, 1 anfwer, that as it'is capa-
¢ ble in a proper dofe, of irritating the fto-
“¢ mach and inteftines fo ftrongly, it cannot
“ be fuppofed, even in very [mall dofes, to lie in=
“ aftive in the [anguineous and lymphatic ar-
< teries; and both feems, and eventually is,
¢ exceedingly well calculated to fiimulate
¢¢ and {cour the whole vafcular {fyftem ... ..
¢ and fome fuch flimulus 15 very often HIGHLY
 neceflary in the ultimate ramifications of the
“ fanguineous, ferous, and lymphatic arteries
¢ where the MoTION IS EXCEEDING sLow,
“ and whereSTAGNATION, and CONSEQUENT
¢“ CORRUPTION OF THE SERUM AND LYMPH
¢ ARE VERY APT TO GENERATE A PUTRID
 COLLUVIES + s + + + » » » » » By thus univer-
¢ fally flimulating, therefore, not only the
“« greateft but alfo the {malleft veflels of the
 body, this medicine GREATLY TENDS TO
“ REMOVE all obfiruélions formed, or forming,
“ even in the MINUTEST CANALS, and hence
““ moft {uccelsfully promotes the natural fecre-
“ tions and excretions, 1IN WHICH DULY PER-
“ FORMED, HEALTH ITSELF CONSISTS,

“ 2 “ /N
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¢ In obflinate RHEUMATISMS then, in cold
““ SCORBUTIC affeflions, in myff cuTANEOUS
‘“ pISEASES, in afthmatic, leucophlegmatic,
¢ and 1&teric diforders, in old ftubborn head-
“ achs, vertigo, epilep{y, and mania, ANTI-
¢ MONIALS ARE VERY USEFUL, and the vi-
““ num antimoniale in particular, &c, &c.”

And thus a great many authorities, from the
greateft Doélors, might be colleted to evince
the merits of thofe two exquifitely excellent
minerals, MERcUuRY and ANtiMoNy. But,
it is hoped that, without trefpafling any
longer on the patience of our readers, the
few we have colletted here together will prove
fully {ufficient, to juftify thofe two lately
difparaged ingredients of the materia medica,
and their employers, from the doubts raifed
againft their fafety and the malicious afper-
fions which Dr. GoLpsmita’s and Mr. Scaw-
EN’s cafes had unjuftly given an opportunity
to a certain party to throw againft them, in
order to prejudice the mind of that part of
the generality which is unconverfant with
the virtues or vices of drugs, and the nature
of pharmaceutical preparations,

SECTION
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SelsC T 150N 1.

Or Tae SCURVY ano GOUT,

And a certain well known Remedy calculated
for the purpofe * of eradicating thofe two
trcublefome Diforders.

AFTER having thus fought the long
pendent caufe of Quacks and their MEpI-
cINEs, as well as that of MINERALS: after

having

* What have, or may have, been the a&uating prin-
ciples, motives or views which ever animated the pro-
prietors of medicines in general, I will not be fo indi-
fcreet as to make it my bufinefs to enquire into. "Too
well do I know, that the moft favourable opinion is not
entertained of them, not only by the faculty, but even
by fome very fenfible, and unprEJudincd people of real
character ; and that an avaricious and covetous difpofi-
tion, 1ccf}mpan|ed with a perfe€t indifference and care-
lefinefs concerning the individuals of fociety, and whe-
ther thefe fuffer or benefit by their remedies, is but too
generally laid to their charge. Neither will I take upon
me to exculpate them from the accufation; although, I
muft confefs, it appears to me a very abfurd one, and

of
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having proved by the moft irrefiftible argu-
ments, not far fetched, but all taken in and

from

of a nature fo inconfiftent with their own interefts, that
it does not feem very credible, or probable, that any perfon-
whatever could be guilty of it; fince it muft carry along
with it, prima facie, a total ruin and deftruction of the
very thing itfelf they with to promote, and on the fuccefs
of which they muft build their profpe& of future prof-
perity, fortune and happinefs.---But, be it however
it will, conicious of my own integrity, and of the
uprightnefs of my views; perfeftly refting on the fola-
cious confidence that I have only and folely been intent
on fearching out the true caufe of the complaints for the
relief of which my medicine is calculated, that I might
really fucceed in inveftigating a mode of cure by
the united efforts of the moft efficacious ingredients
which the materia medica could afford : it is the reafon
why I am not alhamed of laying my praétice in general
before the judicious Public. Now, with fuch free, can-
did and open proceeding, I fhall leave them to judge,
afterwards, how far I may deferve to fhare, with fome of
my brethren, that feverity of cenfure which is gone forth
againft advertifed remedies, True it 1s, however, that
I have the fatisfattion to be able to declare that mine
per[’onaliﬂ has never been called in queftion. To which
fome arch-critics, will perhaps oppofe, that this may be
owing more to a wantof reputation in the medicine, than
to a fuperiority in point of merit. But, I have again
here another fatisfaction in anfwering, that far from this
being the cafe, all the news papers, of either of the three
kingdoms, may evince that, within thefe fwo years, 1
have always publithed ten good, and well authenticated,
cures, to my moft able and worthy ANTAGONIST, @
Sfingle one.---Notwithftanding all this, the pride I derive
from the confirmed excellence of my own remedy, never
will blind me fo much as not to acknowledge that there
are many very good and valuable ones under the fame

L denomi-



74 FREE THOUGHTS o~

from the very nature of the fubje& itfelf, that
the former are, truly and literally {peaking,
ufeful members of fociety; and the latter
{ure, fafe, and powerful remedies, when
judicioufly prepared, and prudently introdu-
ced into the feveral recefles of our fabric: I
think I fhall not be deemed unjuftifiable
if 1 now hazard to fay a word of myfelf and
my own remedy, the nature of its compofi-
tion, its effects, and the method I purfue in
the adminiftration of it. In doing it, how-
ever, I fhall endeavour to be as fhert as pof-
fible; though, at the fame time, I muft beg
leave to communicate a few previous reflec-
tions on the Scurvy and Govur, which occur-
red to me in the courfe of my praétice.

denomination of mine, viz. of Quack ; as alfo there are
athers which, to judge from the words themfelves, and
context of their own advertifements, favour but too
ftrongly, and, I am afraid, too juftly, 1t muft be allowed,
the cenfures paiTed upon thtl‘ﬂ How to draw the Imc
between the two, is what it does not become me to at-
tempt to give direftions for; and, to tell the truth, 1tis
alfo a tﬂiL which might perhaps I}E found attended with
no fmall difficulty in the execution. For, there are in
the world, Jearned and ingenious, as well as illiterate
rogues, who will ali ays be found a match too ftrong for
the little nibbling critics of empiricifin,

SCURN:X.
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we, aG sU SRV . Y.

THE diforder of the Scurvy, till with-
in thefe twenty or thirty years, was, in
point of cure, but very little better off than
the Gour, which, to this day, is generally
underflood to be incurable, becaufe no one
knows yet the nature of that diforder.
However, we have now the fatisfadtion to
find that the Scurvy is no longer, of late,
{o rebellious againft the remedies which have
been invented to conquer it; and that {fuch
have been difcovered at laft, which have the
power of extirpating it intirely out of the
human body.—Why an earlier {uccefs was
not obtained from the many endeavours
which were firft made to cure it, I think I
can afcribe to THREE very capital errors in
the procefs of the FacurTy, that {fo much
boafted and illuftrious body of wifdom and
{agacity, that bright morning ftar, whofe
darting rays inftead of guiding our fleps,
and direfting the underftanding of their off-
{prings, have, it {eems, like an Jonis-fatuus,
hurried them, rather, into more crafts, fuper-

§ P ftitions,
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ftitions *, and blunders, than real and ufe.
ful dilcoveries,

Tue rirst | fhall accufe them of, is their
recommending. Cathartics and Diaphoretics
the one to purge, the other to {weat, the
humours out of the body. Be the complaint
whatever it will, a pimpled eruption, a dry
{curf, or a running ulcer, the nﬁ!y'.repiy from
the FAcuLTY 15 always the fame, viz: Ok!
purge it out; or [weat it out, by all means;

yp— —_

* Witnefs the human fkull formerly (and perhaps even
now) ufed in the compofition of the eznnabar-pills or pow-
ders for the epileply and convulfion-fits, againft which
Dr. FuLLER, 1n his Pharmacopeia extemporanea, printed
in Lnndnn, 1?14, page 372, exclaims highly; and very
juftly, in the following terms, immediately after the
Recipe,---¢ This prefeript,” fays he,  is incompliance with
€</ the cuftom of pmﬂw but, fm my own party, I declare I
“ abonunate it : For, I take mail’s_fRull to be a mere dry bone,
““ wvad of virtue, or any manner of effeci, but alfo a nafly,
€. mortified, pu:rzdmrwﬁﬁ prece of our own fpecies i i o
¢ &c.””  This is undoubtedly a moft curious piece of
mwmabmz.i:yfm and charlatannery, if ever there was any 3 and
more worthy of the ultramontane fuperftitious enthuﬁai’ts,
than of a people difengaged from the monkifh prejudices
of old times : and fhould wg, quacks or empiricks (what-
ever.be the appellation by which we may be defigned) be
guilty-of fuch, or fimilar, prattices and fuperftitious ab-
furdities, we fhould never hear the end of it. WasI
however, to colleét all thofe the regular-bred phyficians
and apotherarics, are guilty of, I doubt not but I could
make a pamphlet uh tolerable fize, filled with an amaz~-
mg variety, indeed, of the higheft rate nonfenfe,

the
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the more out the better, and {fo on: and that
they do, till, at laft, the poor patient is fo
weakened, that he has hardly any humour all,
good or bad, nor juices left in his body to
throw out any longer. Then, when this is
the cafe, the general conclufion is, that he is
a great deal better, or, quite well. DBut, he
no fooner begins to feed again as ufual, than
the diforder returns, and keeps in its increafe
the {fame pace with the recovery of the much
exhanfted patient’s firength. Then, another
{cheme, as expedient and as well concerted
as the preceding, is again thought of: and,
having failed of fuccefs by the laft at-
tempt, like Dr. Last, they think if the ene-
my would not go out at one door, why . ...
Jure they muit open the other. Te this efs
fe&, the poor patfent is ferved with a medi-
cine to vomit, and fometimes (Oh! dread-
ful to relate) to operate all-fours at once ; that
is to fay, they purge, they vomit, they {weat
and thev urine him all together. Could
one imagine our learned mafters, thofe fons
and hands of Gops, fhould be guilty of fuch
ablurdities? Abfurdities and violences which
fhake to its very foundation the human fa-
bric! What would we think of that man
who, giving himfelf for an adept in arts

and
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and machineries, and being intrufted with a
curious and valuable piece of mechani{m to
repair, fhould follow fuch fteps, and begin
to fhake, ftrain and tear it before our eyes
with that fame violence? Sure, we never
would {uffer him to go on with it, but take
it again out of the hands of fuch a bluftering
fellow.—And, now, is not our body a finer
piece of mechani{m, and a much more delicate
one, than any which ever was produced by
man'? How is it, then, that we are fo little
{enfible of the great abfurdity of ufing it with
lefs caution, care and tendernefs, than we
would oze out of Cox’s Musevm !—To thofe
unmerciful purgers, {weaters, and other fuch
like patrons of promoted fecretions, that is
to fay, fecretions increafed beyond the com-
mon and cuftomary pitch obferved by Na-

ture ¥, I would propofe only this queftion.
—What

¥ No one I fuppofe will have the fimplicity to believe
(though fome artful ignorant practitioners might perhaps
be found who fay it) that purgatives are endowed with
any fuch particular virtue as will throw out by ftool,
fweatings and other emundtories, the bad humours only
out of the body, and #ot the good ones. To fancy fo,
would be laughable indeed. Neither muft I be under-
ftood to mean, that no ]HELI]CIIIE muft ever be given,
which has the power of fweating, vomiting, &c. For,
1 theie
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What proportion do the humours bear
to the whole mafs of the blood? To cut
thort, we fhall {fuppofe it to be a twentieth.
Now, would any one think it very eligible
to purge, fweat or otherwife excrefe NINE-
TEEN good, for the benefit of getting rid
of oNE bad, parts?......]I think not—
Befides; what advantage would they obtain
by that? And, if on fwenty pounds of fluid,
one of humours is to be defalcated: fhould
you evaporate the whole together to one
feruple, would you not always find in that
{cruple ftill one grain of humoursi—I will
fay no more, nor lay greater firefs on that
{ubje&, but leave every one to judge for

there are, undoubtedly, cafes in which it is required. I
blame that procefs, therefore, only when it is applied to
the diforders of the blood, fuch as the Scurvy, the Gout,
the Rbeumatifm, pimpled Faces, Eruptions, dry and moift
Scurfs, &c, &c, and adminiftered with the abfurd intent
of carrying thefe noxious humours out of it. It is then,
I fay, the purging, fweating, &c, is wrong, and con-
trary to all reafon _and experience. Purging and vomit-
ing can only relieve obftrutions, and foulnefs in
the firft paflages, the ftomach, the bowels, &¢, and aét
as a rough brufh in a pipe or a funnel to fcour them.---
Purging and fveating are, by a great deal, too much the
praétice of hofpitals : whence comes that thefe have been
under the neceflity of turning out their patients as incu-
rable, and, many times, worfe of the diforder, and ina
weaker ftate of their body, than when they went in.

‘ himfelf,
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himfelf, according to his own private fenfe,
of the rationability of fuch proceedings.

Tue seconNDp error, I find the FAcuLTY
have been guilty of falling into, is that of
ufing ointments, in order to cure the {corbutic
eruptions, ulcers, and other outward teftimo-
nies of that diforder lodging in a fubject.
'T'o be {ure, when thofe complaints firft made

their appearance among us, as they were at-
tended with heat, inflammation and irrita-

tion, it was natural enough, fome will fay
perhaps, to think of applying thereto fome
outward remedies, efpecially as they afcribed
to {uch ointments, as were made of certain
particular cooling herbs, a much greater power
than they really were invefted with. But,
they were then, and fo {till are undoubtedly
now, thofe who continue fuch a praéice, moft
egregioufly miftaking and wrong in every
refpe¢t. For, firft of all, they did not con-
fider how little, at any time, of the virtues of
any herb, an on&tuous preparation can take
and retain, Befides, the bafis of thofe oint-
ments being hog’s lard, this, by greafing
the affeCted parts, ftops up the pores, and,
thereby, ruins the good intention of Nature,
by oppoling her throwing out the corrupted

humours,
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humours, which obftruction can be, in the
end, but produ&ive of a repulfion * of them
into the ftream, and thus haften, and compleat,
the total corruption of the whole mafs.—For,
fo it is ordered and managed by Dame Na-
ture, with refpe& to our budms, as well as

it is with plants +, that there muft be a per-
petual

: 0 Thm.]gh thf: FACULTY are ?Er}r fenfible of thie dange-
rous confequences which attend repelling rﬂnlﬁdlt's yet
they ftill give purges under the notion of carrying the
humours out of the body. This pradtice, in my opi-
nmn, 1s the fame as if they applied drying and LEnlﬁﬂ'
ointments to the part affli¢ted ; and I {ee no fort of dlf—
ferenice in the procefs.  For, moft certainly, by carrying
off the caufes of fermentation, which pmdmec! the ulcer,
and a fuppuration at the mouth of it, whichwas a real dif-
charge of the bad humours out of theh‘und the evacua-
tion muft ceafe, for want of the active pnnupleg which
promoted it ; and, therefore, the noxious putridity muft
float again and mm-:rlc itfelf a new with the ftrecam, and
increafe its corruptmn Purges, in fuch a cafe, draw
the humours back. And, pray, where is the diffe-
rence between pulling a man into a ditch by ftanding
behind hith, or pufhing him into it, by ftanding before 2
1 fee none.

+ It is a well known obfervation in botany, among
the anatomifts of that clafs, that all plants whatever,
from the ligneous to the herbaceous, have a ramification
of defcending veflels, by means of which they imbibe in-
Wardl)" the dew which falls upon them in the night, or
the moft fubtile and fpirituous parts of the day-fhowers,
from the top of their branches and extremities of their
leaves downwards to their roots ; in the fame manner as
they draw upwards, by means of their roots, and the in-

terier
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petual, and inceflant, free flowing of liquorsto
and fro through the pores of our fkins, which
circulation

-

terior channels of their branches and ftalks, the fap
which ferves to their growth. --=It s pmved hkewife,
that plants breathe and fweat ; if, by this laft word, we
are admitted to underftand to throw out, by means
of emunélories, certain excretious, and redundant,
humours contained in the vefiels of a living body.
- Thofe emunétories exift in plants : and thefe threw off, at
their mouths, which are open in innumerable quantities,
on the exterior part of the ikin or bark, either along the
ftalk or branches, or even on the furface of the leaves, a
matter, {eldom perceivable to the naked eye, but which,
if mixed with duft or dirt, and not waﬁ;fﬁd down, by
natural rain or artificial waterings, will prove in a fhort
time the deftruétion of the plant.---Such is the reafon
why fo many plants, fuch as Mjyreles, Geraniums, &c,
and other ﬂuuhs, which people are {o fond of Le&pmg in
apartments, feldom lhive to fee another year’s fummer,
-and, at hLﬁ always look fickly. The corpufcles of
duft or dirt, which tly about in the cleaneft apartments,
and which the very cleaning of thofe which are kept in
the beft order will occafion, fettle on the leaves, ftalks
and barks of thofe arbufcles, and there, fixed and retained
by the imperceptible drops of their {weat or glutinous
matter, thmun out by the aforefaid emun&ories, foon
ftop up their pores and prcw ent that neceflary purification
of the plants. Thofe other mouths, which ferve to
breathe an the dampnefs of a free circulating air, bring-
no i11,, likewife, nothing but atoms of a -:11'}? fubtilized
and hungry matter, which adheres to the Tides of thole
fmall 1mnnels, intended to carry downwards the moift
particles fwimming 1n an open air, fuck up on the con-
trary the little moifture they may be. already . provided
with, and foon choak them up alfo. Thus the circulation
being ftopped, and the plant fupphcd with an exceflive
and furabundant quantity of waser, which moft people
I haye
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circulation is no fooner flopped *, or glued up,
as is the effe€t of ointments, but fevers, dim-
nefs,

have the bad habit of keeping perpetually in pans under
the pot, the root {foon rots, becaufe, deprived of its pro-
per and ufual evacuations, through the emunétories, the
draught 1s neceflarily ftopped, and it can no longer fip
any thing : therefore the water of the pans, inftead of waft-
ing away by the confummation and feeding of the plant,
ftagnatesand putrifies ; and the plant, after having wither-
ed a great while, dies at lait.--- Another contrary expe-
riment will ferve to corroborate the truth of the above
affertion. If in a clean part of a garden, where the
-dampnefs of the air prevents any duft from flying about,
you keep a plant and water the head, fo that the leaves,
tender branches, and ftalk only fhould be moiftened every
day, but not the root, you will find it will thrive very
nearly as much as if it was watered at the root, provided
however, you let it enjoy a free, open, and circulating
air, without which all trials will be of no fervice, and
all plants whatever will always be found pining after,
and draw themfelves as thin as a thread, and, at laft, to
death.

* With another experiment, we may convince our-
{elves, ftill more forcibly, of the neceflity of keeping the
pores of our fkin as free and open as poflible, and dif-
engaged from any ointment and glutinous matter (fuch
as paint, rouge, and other dangerous ingredients) which
may df:[;:jﬁt into thofe {inall channels any atom likely to
ftop them, without a poflibility of removing the obftruc-
tion afterwards.---Caterpillars, from the largeft to the
fmalleft fize, are fo conftrufted that, along each of
their fides, there is in every one of the rings which form
their body a little {peck vifible to the naked eye : that
little fpeck is the orifice, or mouth, of ‘a finall channel
which communicates to their inteftines, Tf; therefore,
you pafs a light feather, diptinto oil, along their fides, over

. M 2 thofe
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nefs, violent head-aches, &c, enfue, and of-
ten worfe cnnfequﬁnces ftill happen. And, in-
deed it requires not any uncommon {hare of
underﬁandmg to conceive that it is pofitively
barring up the very doors which thould be kept
open for the enemy to come :::uut at, whllc;
You or Nature, or pElllﬂpS both tngether, are,
with united efforts, ‘endeavouring to work
out of the blood the heterogeneous Partmles

-

thofe fmall {pecks, or holes, fo that thefe fhould be all
covered with a thin coat of oil, th¢ animal will fall into
convulfions, and expire, immediately,---From the va-
rious experiments, and oblervations, mentioned in this
and the  precedent.note, I with our . fair partaers would
take hint that, without recurring to the Eaft, or South,
without the ui-:: of Seraglio’s walhes; Sultanas® paints, and
pomatums, &c, the mere attention to waifh and bathe
themfelves often is the beft and moft efficacious way to
preferve their health; and, if fo, the fureft to preferve;
nay to increafe, the hnlhancv of their fkin and power
of their charms. I could enter into greater particulars, and
- fhew the neceffity of certain other ablutions, the want,
or negledt, of which is the fole caufe of thc dulnefs, or
deadnefs of the complexion of fome of them, for which
they errnncﬂuﬂj' recur to -art and pomatums, which de
ftroys intirely the foundation of their natural beauty ;

while, by other means, of the fimpleft kmd ‘that cleans
linefs would produce the defirable effect, * I {hall there-
fore, {fay no more on a fubje&t which may now be fuf-
ficiently. underftood by the. intelligent; and to"which
itis my wifh, for the intereft I take in the real merit of
my fair c-::unn)r women, in point of b—cauty, they ﬂ'mulc{
Pay a due rt:g:ard n futurf., _ ~

which
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which are producing in it the fermentation
of thofe poifonous ingredients which are the
firft caufe of the diforder.——Therefore, I
conclude that an ointment * muft be confi-
dered, at beft, as a check to the evacuation
of Nature, and her purging herfelf, thrﬂugh
her own du&s and emun&enes.

THE THIRD material error, I accufe the F a-
cuLTY of, and which /ey having in common
with the public, the /aiter muft have {ucked
from them, or they have had the weaknefs to
adopt from 7, is their recommending {o ftrong-
ly the ufe of vegetables, {uch, for inftance, as
brooklime, water-crefles, {curvy-grafs, &o,
&c, and all on no other foundation but their
happening to have been found indeed of real
fervice in the cafe of the fea.furvy.—They
do not confider that thele two diforders,

#* One reafon, [ fuppofe, why ointments have been
ufed repeatedly in thefe cafes, has been from their {uccefs
in curing the zzch, before the caufe of that difagreeable
diforder was known to be owing to animalcule (or {mall
infeéts) which nothing but external application will de-
ftroy, and againft which internal remedies avail nothing.
---In bad legs, ulcers, &c, there 1s a neceflity of uvfing
an ointment, to keep the ﬂuckmﬁ' or linen, from eat-
ing in. But thefe, being of no other ufe, cannot be de-
pended on, as they will not deftroy the caufe.

though
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though of fimilar chriftening, are as diftiné,
different, and oppofite in their nature, {pecies
and charafters, as the very caufes and prin-
ciples themfelves which give them rife.—At
fea, for example, the fcurvy is brought on
a {ubje&t by long voyages, clofe confinement,
and {alt prt::-viﬁc:-ns,wmch will produce a putrid
alkaline ftate of the body. Now, in no cafe
whatever HyrrocrATES's aphorifin (difeales
are cured by contraries) is, or can be per-
haps, more perfpicuoufly elucidated. For,
alter all the circumitances aforefaid, fea to
land, falt provifions to freth, clefe confine-
ment to liberty, ftinking cribs to {weet and
well aired rooms, {mothered air to that of free
and openly circulating, with the addition of
plenty of greens and frefh water, and you
will {oen find the ftate of the man altered
alfo. But, is there any thing more natural
to be expefted than when the caufe is no
more, which produced a certain effet, that
effect thould ceafe likewife? Or, fublatd caufd
tollitur effeétus would never have been one of
the leading maxims of philofophy. And 1t
1s too true and fundamental a one that, in
any diforder whatever, the moft {kilful phyfi-
cian aims at nothing fo much asinvefligating
the caufe whence it {prings, that he may de-

ftroy
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ftroy or remdve it ; fure as he is, and good
{enfe muft make him, that the prefent effe&t
before him muft unavoidably ceafe: which,
in the eye of the public, and in the judg-
ment of his patient, will be termed and deem-
ed a cure, and one indeed will be if {uch a
thing can be wrought by human fkill.

Now, in the cafe of the land-fcurvy, which
I call by that name in compliance only to
common prejudice and general notion, and in
order to be underftood, the {ymptoms are as
different as the fource whence it originates.
For, the caufe of the feurvy at land, as well
as I can conjefture from experience, (and that
experience I have gathered in attending fuch
a number of patients of that clafs, as efpeci-
ally my Difpenfary for the poor has, from the
year 1773, in which I eftablithed it, given me
an opportunity of having pafs through my
hands) feems to me to be nothing but the
effect of frights, {urfeits, and other accidents,
the {fudden, fortuitous and unexpeted event
of which turns inftantaneoufly all our blood,
Sometimes too, it is owing to, and may be
the natural confequence of, an irrational indul-
gence of our pleafures and appetites, efpecially
in the eating and drinking way ; by means of

which
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which thofe capmus ~oppofite and unwholev
{fome foods fermenting in our ftomach, without
being affifted by due exercife, produce an uni-
verfal floth, which enervates our bodies to fuch
a degree that the juices which fhould ferve to
the nutrition uf its parts {foon ftagnate, and,

like ftinking pools, turn into pmﬁ:}n.—Sﬂ ﬂ]at,
though the firt {ymptoms are difcovered in
the out-parts, -neverthelefs it is then clear the
caufe originates always from the receivers of
the ftomach, infe@ed by a corrupted {lime,
from long and accumulated indigeftions.

- Howervegr, that patient is not uncommon,
nor difficult to be found, who, not confider-
ing all thefe too true, though mifregarded
and unattended to, circumftances, will burft out
into an exclamation, that ¢¢ he never had any
¢ thing which broke out before in his life, &c,”
or fome {fort of {fuch fpeech fimilar to this:
as if we could expe&t to go through life with-
out any manner of molefiation, grievance or
accident whatever, either of mind or body ?
And thould we even meet but with pains of
the mind, thereare but few, I fuppofe, to be
found who are not acquainted with the dire
effeCts they will often have on the body, and

bhow
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how much this will find itfelf affeed by
them !

DisorpERrs of this kind are not formed all
at once; they take time: time, therefore,
muft be employed in the removing of them.
And I wifh this might be underftood as a
precept, and confidered as an univerfal regu-
lator to go and abide by, as a fafe one and
none fafer: never to attempt to cure in a
hurry a difeafe which is grown to a head by
Jlow progrefs. Neither do I think, even,
that a fudden change from a bad (I mean an
exceffive and irregular) diet *, or way of liv-

=

* T am fo ftrongly perfuaded, from many obfervations
and remarks I have had an opportunity to make, that
moft part of our diforders arife from a weaknefs of our
ftemach, (which is, and unavoidably muft be, produc-
tive of, or attended with, a neceffary inability of digeft-
ing many of our aliments) that I have that circumftance
particularly in my eye, when I am compofing, or pre-
paring, my medicine : wherefore, my chief tendency,
1n fome of the ingrﬂdients I make ufe of, is to f’crﬁngthen
the organs of the ftomach.---I have alfo, with refpect to
diet, (whenever I am confulted on that fubjeét) made it
my conftant and general rule always to recommend pa-
tients to pay a very particular attention to what food

rees beft with their ftomach, and what does not; then,
to adopt the firft, and reject entirely the laft. For, that
only 1s healthful, and will be found to nourifh, which
agrees beft with our conflitution, and which we digett

2 : : : .
with eafe, without caufing rifings, naufeas, wind, &c.

N Ing,
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ing, into a perfeétly good and regular one, is
recommendable. A gradual alteration, in the
mode of life which may have produced the
evil, affifted with proper remedies, will al-
ways be found to cure with certainty, and re-
eftablith a good confiitution ; when another
method of proceeding would be ra{h and
might kill pofitively.

G O U i

GOUT, a well known diforder by its
dreadful effects, is notwithftanding acknow-
ledged to be uninveftigated yet, as for its caufe,
or rather, its nature. However, this muft be
underftood ne farther than that nothing cer-
tain yet, and demonftrated to pellucid evidence,
can be {aid to have been dilcovered concerning
it. For, pretty rational conjeftures may be,
and bhave indeed been really, formed, which,
although they cannot be confidered as amount-
ing altogether to mathematical demonftration,
help however {fo well to account for the ra-
vages it produces in the human frame, that,
with their affifftance, {uch precepts may be
given, fuch prefcriptions laid down, as, when
obferved, will infallibly prove falutary enough

4 to
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to afford relief; and, if purfued and adhered to
with fedatenefs and perfeverance, might, 1
think, produce in time a perfect cure alfo.

As for my part, without being willing to
prefume on my own abilities on the fubjeét,
nor to aflume the airs of an inveftigator of
thofe fecret caufes which proved the ftumb-
ling-block of fo many others before me, I
will only humbly declare, that, as wellas I can
judge from long practice and experience, the
Gour appears to me to take its fource from
one and the fame principle with what is vul-
garly called the LAnD-scurvy, viz. intem-
perance in appetites, accumulated indigeftions,
{loth and want of exercife. The difference,
therefore, lies in the effe®s only refulting
from this fimilitude of principles. Is that
effect a coarfe, heavy, {limy humour which
pafles into the blood? The /fcurvy then, at-
tended with all its ufual and dreadful appen-
dages, that is to fay ulcers, dry and moift
fcurfs, eruptions, pimples, &c, 1s the con-
{fequence. Isit, on the contrary, afermen-
tation, in the firft refervoirs of the fltomach ?
(A fermentation we all know very well, is
always attended with a volatilization of the
moft {ubtile particles of the putrified matter.)

N3 THEN,
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THEV, itis thofe volatilized particles, of that
{our, fermented, undigefted food, which pafs
into the blood, and produce thofe ravages fo
well known under the name of the Govr. If
therefore, you continue to afk me now. what
I think the GouT 1s: I anfwer I firmly be-
lieve 1t 1s nothing but « fubtile, volatile, cor-
roding [pirit, railed from the fermentation of
{undry, multifarious, incoherent, incompati-
ble foods, corrupted to fournefs and putrefac-
tion, in the firft refervoirs of the ftomach, before
that diffolution, or, which is the fame, re-
gular and perfeét digefiion, could take place,
And this, I believe, will not be found
eitheir contradittory to, or even difcordant
with, the excruciating pains it caufes in the
affetted parts, nor with the {wellings and in-
flammations by which thofe pains are acccom-
panied.—T'o be more pungent ftill, in my de-
fcription, 1 will compare the Gour again to
the bite of a viper. Inthis cafe,no one will of-
fer to deny that this moft imperceptible drop of
liquor,depofited by the animal into the wound,
muft be a moft fubtile fpirit, fince it ruthes
into the blood, and diffufes itfelf all over it
with {fuch an amazing {wiftnefs and celerity
that in a few hours, nay in a few minutes,
the whole body i1s in convulfion.—But it is a

| poifon,
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poifon, will you fay? I admit of it, and I
add that {o is the GovT alfo a poifon, a true
poifon, and a moft fubtile one. The bite of a
mad dog, infomuch as it infufes a fort of
poifon which is longer lurking about inter-
nally before it breaks out into any {ymptoms,
{ubfides again for a while, then returns into
freth fits, &c, by a continual fucceflion of
rages and peaceable moments, might perhaps
claim here the preference in point of compa-
rifon over that of the viper: but, neverthe-
lefs, the depofited matter, which produces the
madnefs, is as well asthe other, that of the
viper, a wolatile [pirit; hke again a certain
other which taints the blood after impure aéts
of venery, and they are all comparable toge-
ther in point of volatility. The only diffe-
rence is, that the one (the Gour) we breed
~ ourfelves inwardly ; we receive all the others,
above-mentioned, from outward accidental
caufes,

Tue Gour, in fa&, isa nervous diforder
which puts on more fhapes and forms than
we have been aware of; fince we have mif-
taken it often for Hyftericks, Hypocondriac af-
fections, Cholics, Rheumati{ms, and other low-
nefs of fpirits, all diforders which are nothing

indeed
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indeed butthe very Govur itfelf. And I{houldbe
tempted to make a very odd comparifon of it,
For, as the Axvanas (vulgarly known under
the name of Pine-Apple) is confidered as con-
taining the tafte and flavour of many different
fruits, {0 a great many diforders of the body
are, under different appellations, to be found
in the Gour. ‘Thus, when it is in the fto-
mach, it frequently caufes fuch a weaknefs
and ficknefs * that {fcarce any thing will agree
with it: and, by corroding the nerves of that
part, there refults, {palms, or numbnefs, on
the face, as it were a paralytic ftroke. Then
the patient will be uncommonly crofs and
peevith.—If in the bowels, it will produce
pains, gripings, and continual going to ftool,
—If in the hands or feet, frequent cramps and
burning, with a fixed pain, till they {well, is
the confequence.—In fhort, fuch is the nature -
of the GouT, that often a gentle purge will

# Tt has been the common and general opinion of the
FacurTy, that this ficknefs was a fore-runner of the
GouTt. But, I am of opinion, that it is the very Gour
it{elf ; nor fhall we find much difficulty 1n being cer-
tain of it, when we refleét on the amazing celerity with
which any thing of acrimonious nature, cxtcmally ap-
plied, penctrates to the utmoft recefies of our fabric.

Whence we muft be fenfible that a poifonous matter in
the ftomach muft be more volatile ftill, as it is encoura-
ged by the conftant heat of that part.

throw
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throw the weight of the humour on the lower
extremities ; which trick, the RecuLARs be-
ing well acquainted with, they never fail,
when they fee that hnmour flying about the
body and unfettled, to make ufe of; and, to
give themfelves an air of confequence, they
affect to tell their patients that they cannot
expect to be well without the GouT, and it
1s the omly means of being relieved from that
univerfal pain under which they labour, The
name of Gout having nothing frightful, and
examples of people of all ages who have had it,
and kept it a great while, being abundant, the
patient wifhes he may have it: then the
phyfician, fays he can give 1t him, if he
chufes, to which the patient agrees; the
purge is adminiftered, and the firft fit of the
Gour is felt. Such is the procefs of what is
generally known under the name of giving a
perfon the Gour. But, had not that perfon
been unluckily furnifhed with the materials,
all the art of his phyfician could not have
given it him,

En paffant, it will not be improper to take
notice here that, contrary to a certain old pre-
judice, which T do not fuppofe my autho-
rity will be fufficient to remove, the Gour

L 15
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is not confined, as many imagine, to oné
particular clafs of people, wiz. the great, the
learned, the {edentary, and the wealthy : but,
that the poor are more often afHli&ed with it,
than is imagined. Which obfervation con-
vinces us of this remarkable truth, that no
age,nor condition, or rank whatever, is,o0r can
be, exempt from the difeafes incumbent to the
human {fpecies. And that childhood and old
age, the two extremities of life, are, from the
natural ftate of infirmity which attends them,
more liable to them than the middle, in which
what we {uffer is more owing to our own
irregularities than any thing elfe.

THERE is another grand caufe of the Govur,
and Scurvy which I would not forget to
mention, and which is our vi€uals turning
four * upon our ftomach; an accident which

is

—_—

* I do not know of any thing which breeds the leprofy
fo faft as this acid {ftate of the ftomach : in which cafe, I
frequently preferibe alkalies with fuccefs.---And now,
{peaking of this happy, and uninterrupted, fuccefs I al-
ways met with, in recommending contraries, to correct
the bad ftate of the flomach, in weak conftitutions, I
muft not forget to feize this opportunity of making a
refle€tion which, if duly attended to, will prove of infi-
nite fervice and utility to a great many ; wherefore, I will

communicate it here both to my readers and my patients,
---It
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is notified to us, by that acid matter which i1s
fome-

---It is proved, that nothing, but a proper proportion of
alkalies and ar.ads, can form, what is called, a good and
flrong conftitution. That wherever one of thefe two
qualities is predominant in a body, this is what we un-
derftand by a weak and delicate condtitution ; becaufe there
will be fome fort of aliments w hich, dl["lf‘rlemnﬂ' with the
ftomach of that perfon, will not digeft, and thcmfare,
will hurt it; and that fltomach will be faid to hf: pﬂﬂ'r and
weak., But, infuch a cafe, was that perfon only to en-
quire into the nature of that fort of aliment he ﬁ}lr'ldﬁ dif-
agreeing with him, and whether 1t be of an alkaline, or of
an acid, quality, he would foon find that this difagreeing
is OWIng to nmhmg but his conftitution happcring to be
p1ec1fe1y of the fame quality with that fort of food which
moft difagrees with him : therefore, that, as that fort
of quality is already predominant in hlm, that is to fay
- out of due proportion with the other, that aliment in-
creafes ftill more that prt:dc-mm:-.my, and cannot, of
courfe, but abfolutely difagree with his ftomach. Whence
he muft conclude that, bj,f ufing other forts of aliments,
of the oppofite qu?hl}r, and canlequeml}r contrary to
that which is predominant in his conftitution, they cer-
tainly would agree 'pf:l'fﬂ&l} well, and never caufe him
any pain; becauf: fe, in the d iffolution they are to undergo
by dlﬁeﬂ:mn, they would furnifh that fort of qu: 1l1t}r
which is ‘moft deficient in his confti tution, and thereby
- counterpoife the predominancy of the other. And thusit
is that, by a proper and watchful attention to the effets
we perceive that our aliments produce in us, we might
fave ourfelves a great many diforders to wlnch, for want
of it, we become a prey. For, this is the real, and only,
reafon why we find fome pu:-plr, who fhall be fond of le-
mons, oranges, currants, goofberics, vihegar, verjus,
punch, lemonade, &c, &c ; “While others will dread no-
thing fo much. The former are evidently of a predominant
alkaline, and the latter of a predominant acid, conftitu-
Q tion,
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{fometimes thrown up, and which fets our
teeth

tinn.---"i'hud'mc, we muft then not leave this fubjedt,
without making again this other moft prudent and ra-
tional refle€tion. Firft, That people ﬂ}znuld be meore
cautious 1n rcmmmcndin” certain diets, or remedies, to
others, on that fole gmund, that thﬁ}" themfelves have
received oreat benefit from them; and without being
previoufly acquainted with their natural quality, and
that of their own conftitution; for, they may very well
fail with others, although they have fuceceded with them s :
and that by the fole reafon of the difference of conftitu-
tion. In the fecond place, and by the fame parity of
arcument, we muft not, therefore, wonder fo much, as we
are apt to do, at the ltttle, or no, benefit we derive “fome-
times_from prefcriptions, of the medical or diet kind,
we receive from our friends, to whom, norwithftanding,
we Know it for certain thefe have done goed, in a cafe
fimilar to ours; nor blame, at other times, thofe fame
friends, and 1ml1b1{_]l their good intention, for having re-
commended a t:lmg to us, as of fervice and beneficial in
that particular cafe, while we ourfelves receive none at
all, nay, even a real hurt fometimes, inftead of the good
we L-.pﬁ'hd becaufe it is incontelt: able that the diffe-
rence of c:m‘t itution is the inlr:, and only, caufe of that
failure of r]m prefer .prm;l with us.---THERLFORE, now,
with a candour in which I glory the more, as it is Jefs ex-
pected from a man of my }ercﬁ-c‘n I‘mll further de-
clare that the above reafons are the fame why {ome of the
advertifed medicines, though really good in themfelves,
and abfolutely cap.ﬂﬂf: of Eﬁ?:&nzg a cure 1n the cafes for
which they are calculated, are fometimes, however, found
to fail of fuccefs with certain people, who, in trying of
another medicine of the fame ftamp, and prepared for the
fame purpefe by anotlicr advertifer, will happily be cur-
ed. *The fmhireof the firft, confidered in 1ts true light,
1s no more a détriment to 1rs merit and character, than
the fuccels of the fecond is a proof of its {uperionity, in
point
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teeth on edge ; or, again, by the {mell of rot-
ten

point of efficacy, over the firft. The whole ought to Le
charged only to the account of the conflitution ot the pa-
tient who has taken them, and to nothing elfe. The
compofition of the firt medicine had, with refpeét to the
conftitution of the patient who ufed it, a predominancy
of the very quality which happened to be the predomi-
nant one alfo of his conftitution : therefore, 1t could not
agrec ; therefore, it could not effeftuatec a cure in thag
patient. The other medicine happened to be as much
predominant the other way, and agreed better of courfe,
with the patient’s conftitution, and procured of courfe
the defired cure.  For, itisan undoubted truth, though,
I fear, little attended to by the FacuLty, that, to pro-
duce a cure, a medicine ought to be as much adapred to
the nature of the conftitution of the patient to whom it is
adminiftered, as the aliments ought to be adapted to the
nourifhment thereof, Whence it refults, and muft appear
evident, that there can be no difcredit in a medicine for
mifling fometimes the effect intended by the preparer, and
expected by the patient : as there can be no ground of fu-
periority to be derived from, or to rejoice at, the fucceis
of another on the fame patient, though it is too often the -
cafe with, I am forry to fay it, fome of thole preparers
when that opportunity comes in their way ; which be-
trays in thofe of that ftamp, whoever they be, as great
an 1gnorance of the principles on which they are working,
as a bad and corrupted heart, deftitute of generofity and
foiled with thofe fordid motives of felfifhnefs and intereft
with which the generality of the advertifers are reproach-
ed. And, a further proof of my aflertion is, that the
fame reciprocity of advertifements have often been feen
from two rival, and antagonift, proprietors producing
againft each other acknowledgments of gratitude addrefle
to them for benefits received by the medicine of the one,
after having unfuccefsfully ufed that of the other,---But,

will fome fay, does not this declaration prove precifely the
O 2 objeétion
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ten eggs, and the fituking of our breath, ow-
Ing

objeétion of the danger which is faid to attend the ufe of
fuch powerful medicines 2 Does it not plainly juftify the
cry raifed againft them ? Since all conftitutions, by your
own confefhon, are not alike, and fince the variety can-
not bclntmduccd in a medicine prepared in large unan-
tities 2t a time for the ufe of thoufands} To w h]ch an-
fwer in the negative ; and fay, No; it _;uﬁmﬁfs nothing of
the ufual exclamatmnq 1:11[&::1 aﬂfamﬂ thole medicines ; and
that ﬂ;r three reafons, viz . Thr: firft is : ; becaufe the chlcf
and Pl incipal care of the compofers, or preparers, of thofe
medicines always is to neutralize, as much as poffible, the
acid, or alkaline, qualitigs of the ingredients which enter
into the compofition of their medicines, by blending them
with a due porportion of their contraries or correftors, {y
as to leave them no fuch fufficient firength, force, power
or virtue, as would enable them to do the mifchief which
mhmwlfe might refult from an ufe of them in their crude
ftate.---The fecond reafon is, becaufe, in the bill of di-
re€tions which never fail being delivered along with thofe
medicines, a proper caution *mnl charge are always given,
and firongly infifted upon, to begin the ufe of the medi-
cine, firft with fuch a particular quantity (and that quan-
tit}-', 1t is to be D.Jicnui by the bye, is always the {malleft
poflible, and fuch a one indeed as would hardly make any
jmprf.ﬁum on the ftomachk of a lark) then to increafe the
dofe gradually, according to the fcale of quantities given,
to fuch a particular and fpecified pitch, and No FAR-
[‘HER, fhould it even agree, never fo well, beyond it ;
and that if, at any of the prf:mrll_“ed dDiE"- the patmnt
fhould find that the medicine does not agree thh s fto-
mach, to retrograde back again to that particular dofe
which he did find to agree hc:”f then make a frefh at-
tempt to rife as far as the hinrne”c dole preferibed, if pofli-
ble ; if not, to return AND KEEP to the Jower one, if
none hlgher can do: which very direétions, when duly at-
tmdad and adharcd 10, fit, as we may fee, thme {orts of me-
P | - dlcmca
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ing to an alkaline ftate of our food i in the firft
refervoirs.

IT is the reafon why acids, and lemons *
in particular, are faid to be hurtful to perfons
afflicted with the GouT, and thefe are cau-
tioned againft them.—But there is a method
of ufing them, which 1 would recommend,
and, if obferved, would blunt their mallgnant
effe&. About the quantity of a fcruple of
falt of tartar, or, of wormwood added to
half an ounce of the juice {queezed out of a

dicines to a/ma/? all forts of conftitutions.---But the third,

and a very ftrong, reafon why my precedent candid decla-
ration does not, either authorize, or _fuﬂnfy, the clamours
raifed againft the pretended danger attending the ufe of
adv ertifed powerful medicines, is again that a proper re-
gimen of life, and rules of dict are pre{'cnbcd to the pa-
tients in gencral the intent and ufe of which are to finifh
in each patient the counter-balancing of the prf:dﬁmmant
quality which may haplljen to exift in'the compofition of
the medicine ; {o that, by a regular, ftrict, and flavifh ad-
herence to the pmfcr:ptmnq of the preparers of thofe ad-
vertifed medicines, thefe, as we have already faid it, will
fuit almoft every conftitution, and itis evident no one
can poffibly be hurt, if even fo much, as a few, may be
found, inthe crowd, who received not the benefit intended
by, and expected fmm, theml s o v a5 But, I have faid,

and expatiated enough already upon this ﬂn et : there.

fore, I will quit it for this time, and verbum non amplius
addam.

* So ftrong is the acid of lemons, that a knife ufed
to cut them is very foon eaten in holes.

lemon,
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lemon, and mixed with a wine-glafs, or
more, of water, is fufficient to deflroy its
acidity, as in the faline draught. But, too
free an ufe of the alkaline falt fthould not be
however, encouraged ; left, from one extreme,
we thould run into another, and, from an acid
ftate, we fall into an alkaline; which would
be as bad, as it 1s this laft which generally pro-
duces the malignant fevers. Therefore, in every
thing, moderation and rules muft be ftrictly ad-
hered to; and, the Latin faying ne quid nimis be
our inceflant guide, in all our ations,

TIHHE "R ENME DY

OF all the diforders, to which the human
frame is liable, none are, none can be incura-
ble; though, many may exift now, which have
never yet been cured to this day.—This earth
we inhabit, of which we make a part, carries, *
both on its furface and in 1ts bowels, every
antidote requifite againit the accidents which
can diforder the animal ceconomy. From the
{urface, we obtain the vegetable ; from the
kowels, the mineral and metallic, {fubftances.

Ovur bedy, {upported in its fun&ions by
nothing but a perfelt equilibrium of afcend-
ing and defcending powers, cannot incef-

{antly,
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{antly, as it does, exercife thofe powers without
{uffering, at the fame time, an inceflant, a ne-
ceflary, anunavoidable wafte of them. ‘That
wafte 1s manifefted tous bya {enfation, to which
we have given the name of Junger. It is that
{fenfation which prompts us to introduce into
our machine {fuch materials as may contain, ac-
cording to the conftitution, and fabric, of each
{pecies, the proper particles to fupply the de-
ficiency occafioned by the wafte. Hence food,
its neceffity, and the natural tendency of every
animal to imbibe it.

Tue {eeming fagacity each individual dif-
covers, in the choice of the materials which {uit
beft its confiitution and conformation, might,
I doubt not, be here decorated, by {fome fort
of writers, with the high character, and beau-
tiful names, of direction, inftruction, infpi-
ration, or, wif{dom, &c, ftamped in the animal
by Nature. 1 callit nothing, but a neceflary
confequence of the principles of its conftitu-
tion. [ fay more: I {ay itis merely the ef-
fect of that irrefiftible tendency, which divided
homogeneous particles have, of uniting toge-
ther. So, that there muft exiit an homo-
geneity, between the parts which conftitute
the fheep, and the grafs of the fields: and, in-

vertedly,
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vertedly, there muft exift alfo a perfe@ hetero-
geneity, between that fame animal and the
roafted, or raw; fleth of an ox, or that of a
turbot ; fiiice, greedy after the one, he lances
towards it, and thrives upén it; while, averfe
to eithet of the other fort of food, his repug-
nance to it is {o firong, that you might fee him
wafte abfolutely to death, fhould you put,
before him, nothing elfe for his {fupport.

T'HE chymical diffolution of that food, in
the pocket of the ftomach, and which we
know by the name of digefiion, produces a
refolution of it into its diftinét, feparate, pri-
mordial, and originally conftituent, parts;
whence, the fubtile ones, which are homo-
geneous with the fabric of the animal, pafs
into it, as {upplies and recruits, to repair the
wafte occafioned by the friftion refulting. from
the exercife of its powers; and the coarfey
ufelefs, component parts, which ferved only
to the configuration of the food, are thrown:
out, as excrements,

THE continual, and uninterrupted, exertion
of thofe ceconomical fun&ions, or a&ions of
the powers, inceflantly wafting, and as in-

' ceflantly
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ceflantly recruiting, in an organical body, 1s
what is underftood by the word /ife.

From this fucceflion of obfervations, we
feem naturally led to admit ef a convittion,
iz, that the leaft erratum in the quality, or
quantity, of the new and freth particles re-
introduced into the human frame, for {upply-
ing the deficiency of the wafted ones, muft
unavoidably be produétive of the greateft irre-
gularity, and difcordance, in the movements,
fun&inns,_ and operations of the machine;
which difcordance, if not timely re@ified,
muft abfolutely make it fly to pieces, and de-
firoy it intirely. Now, improper aliments
always produce that erratum, the fruit of
which 1s that very difcordance in the opera-
tions of the engines of our fabric; or, in
plainer terms, the difeafes, and diforders, to
the rack of which, WE, in preference to all
the reft of animals, feem more doomed to,
and incumbered with, than any other what-

ever.

THE comparative view of the natural,
iteady and perfevering healthinefs of brutes,
with the variable ftate, and ailingnefs, of man,

feems to bring in the curious and very inte-
| refting
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refting queftion, ¢ whether the prefent mode
“ of living of this laft animal is natural to
““ him or not; and whether it is not much
“ more likely, that he has prodigioufly de-
¢ viated from the real food afcribed to his
“ conftitution, that is to fay, that fort of
¢ food which was homogeneous to the pri-
“ mordial compofing parts of his paffe 2” But,
it is too learned a {ubje&, to be confined to the
room we could allow it here for difcuffion ;
and too important, to be lightly touched upon.
Therefore, as, to do it juftice, it would take
2 great deal more time than, at prefent, we can
conveniently beftow upon it, T will content
myfelf, for the moment, with only hinting
that any artificial preparation of daily food,
wrought by any other hand than thofe of
Nature is, neceffarily muft be, not only re-
pugnant, but alfo detrimental, to the bafis
of the' confiitution of any ammal, and, by
no means, can be homogeneous to it. To
thofe preparations, only and folely, may we,
MusT we, therefore, afcribe with juftice, and
to no nothing elfe, the true and dire&t caufe
of thofe innumerable difeafes which we find
to be the unfortunate lot of our {pecies: be-
caufe thofe preparations being themfelves com-
pofed of incompatible particles, and, befides,

1 quite



QUACKS anp Tueir MEDICINES. 107

quite heterogencous to our conftitution, it
refults that their diflolution in our flomach
muft introduce, in the whole context of our
fabric, fuch juices as, being total ftrangers to
its conftrution, cannot help caufing tenfions,
contraétions, relaxations, diftra&tions, irrita-
tions, fermentations, in {hort, combuftions of
all kinds, according to the different qualities
inherent in them; qualities totally oppofite,
and contrary, to the difpofitions of the organs
through which they are conveyed.

Turs being {o, 1s it a wonder, now, that
we fhould be liable to {o many difeafes as
we are !—No.—As for my part, I think it is
a much greater fubject of wonder, indeed, we
are not all born rickety, crooked, cripple,
rotten, &c; nay, that there is flill left any of
the human {pecies at all on earth.—This fally
will perhaps make fome people ftart; but it
will not caufe any {uch effe& on thofe who
are acquainted with the great difference there
15 between the longevity and fize of man at
this prefent time, and that of this fame animal
in former ages. . .. ...

To return to our object: being once well
convinced, both by refletion and experience,
Y. 2 that
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that all our habitual difeafes are owing to no-
thing but a bad ftate of our blood, occafioned
by the unwholefomenefs of our food, which
introduces, among our juices, a quantity of
{trange and foreign particles, which mix them-
{felves among them, and caufe all thofe ra-
vages by which we find ourfelves {o cruelly
tormented ; I thought that the only rational
and poffible means of curing them could un-
doubtedly not be by any outward application ;
and that it was much more concordant with
{fenfe and reafon to introduce after them, by
the fame door, fome ingredients endowed
with the power and virtue of coping with
the firft principles of the diforder, to diflodge
them, and reftore the blood and humours to
their primary ftate and purity, by furnifhing
them with thofe original particles which con-
flituted their former equilibrium, before they
were overwhelmed by thofe of the diforder.

Arv thefe refources exift in minerals. Mi-
nerals alone contain thofe powers which can
increafe or decreafe the velocity of the circula-
tion of the blood; thin, clarify and cleanfe it; ex-
pel the heterogeneous inimical particles floating
in it, and reintroduce thofe which may have
been defiroyed, loft, or, overcome by them, and

which
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which are requifite and neceflary to give it its
proper confiftence.

Ir you infift upon thofe minerals being
poifons, and afk why I give not the preference
to vegetables *? I will anfwer, that I have
two very great reafons for it: the firft, that
vegetables, fuch as might produce the defired
effet, would be themfelves as great poifons
as the minerals ; becaufe they muft draw their
virtues from particles of thefe firewed all
about the bowels of the earth which they fuck
up according to their nature, {pecies and dif-
pofitions. The fecond reafon is, that there is,
between minerals and vegetables, the {ame
difference as between the impetuous fiery
horfe and the peaceable dull mule. The firft
of which, if you are a good horle-man, or
driver, will, by one fingle leap, timely ap-
plied, extricate you from the moft imminent
danger, when on the brink of a well, or in
the middle of a confufed helter-{kelter of car-
riages, at the breaking up of an opera, a ball,

# Vegetable food, fuch as greens and fallads, &c,
difagree very often with fcorbutic and gouty paticnts, more
than any other food : becaufe they fill them with wind
and UNDIGESTABLE matter,

or
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or a review, &c, while, whether driven or
carried by the other, you could not but un-
doubtedly perith, and be crufhed to atoms, by

the relentnefs of his motions.

THEREFORE, 1 maintain, from the com-
parifon, that you may tame, conquer, ma-
nage, dire¢t and regulate, at pleafure, the
operations of minerals, and obtain thereby
what effet you pleafe from them, while,
with refpett to vegetables *, you find your-
felf reduced to the neceflity of yielding to
their flow progrefs, and tedious operation, to
follow them in their dull motions, and, after
a long patience, to be ftill at the point where
you were at beginning; becaufe the diforder
bred poifons fafter, than theremedy could in-
troduce antidotes againft them, and got the
head of it, This accident can never happen
with minerals, whofe powers, brought down
at firft even lower than the weakeft vegeta-
ble, you may, by degrees, increafe to what
pitch you like, till you get the better of the

* I queftion whether Doftor HiLy’s vegetable prepa-
ration of the water dock ever pcrformf:d af r.mlc: cure. He
never advertifed any ; yet, of his other noftrums he did.
The Doftor was an ingenious man, certainly, but the
greateft of all Quacks,

principles
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principles of the diforder, overcome them,

and expel them, at laft, intirely from the
body.

Axp this happy defideratum 1 hope T am
m pofleffion of by the remedy which is in my
hands. A remedy which 1 neither am, nor
even wifh to be thought, the firft inventor of.
No; I candidly confefs 1 purchafed 1t from
one who, no more than I, invented it; but
who himfelf had it from one of the moft in-
genious and fkilful adept in the art of chy-
miftry. By the wonderful cures this remedy
bad performed, when in the hands of its firft
inventor, and in thofe of his {ucceflor, I
{foon was convinced of its real merit and effi-
cacy. But, when I became the only pro-
prietor of it, I was willing to put it to the
greateft trial, by opening a larger field of ope-
rations, whence, 1n a twelve-month, I could
draw as much experience as, without it, I
might not expe& perhaps in twice twelve
years.—For that purpofe I opened in 1773,
a DisrENsarRY For THE Poar afflified with
either the Gour, Scurvy, RurumAaTISM,
&c, and gave repeatedly public notice I
would adminifter them that fort of remedy
GraTis. My plan fucceeded to the full of

ny
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my expetations; and, by the vaft number
of patients who flocked to me from all fides,
I was foon able to judge, from the immenfe
variety of cales, how far my REMEDY could
- be relied upon, where it cured, where it only
foothened and afforded a mere relief, and
where it mifled totally. Thofe obfervations,
clofely followed, carefully taken down, and
attentively compared together, joined with a
moft afliduous, and unremitted, ftudy of the
degrees of powers and virtues vefted in the
various drugs, and ingredients, which compofe
the materia medica, fingly and combinedly
examined, {oon enabled me to difcover where
the fufceptibility lay of the REMEDY admit-
ting any improvement. [ followed with fteadi-
nefs and perfeverance that track which feemed
there laying open to purfue; and, fince, have
had no reafon to be dilplealed with the happy
fuccefs of my labours. Happily, they proved
not vain, and amply repaid me for my pains,
by the degree of perfection to which I was fo
lucky to bring my MeDicIiNE, which I have
now the confidence and boldnefs to aflert to
be certainly {urpafled by none at this prefent
‘time extant, if ever equalled by any. And,
in faying this, I hope I fhall not be {fuppof-

ed to publifh a mere puff, void of foundation;
as
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as I can refer the public, for a proof of my
aflertion, to the vaft number of perfons who
have pofitively been cured by means of my
REMEDY, and to thofe who are acquainting
me daily, from every part of England, with
the furprifing, and unexpefted, benefit they
have received from 1it, in the moft defperate
and inveterate cafes,

- However, 1 have already faid it many
times, and I will never ceafe to repeat it
again, I pretend not to ‘work miracles, nor
to reftore youth to an old decrepit man worn
out by difeafes and decayed by age; but only,
by means of my medicines, to work interi-
ourly, and give new life and fpirit to the
relented circulation of the blood, clear and
remove obftrutions, and flrengthen the body.
Then this, in proportion as it recovers its
wonted vigour, becomes more able to bear
any accident which may happen; and, to
that circumftance alone, I afcribe {fo many cures
as | have had the happinefs to perform, {ome
of which were of difeafes {o inveterate as to
threaten even a confumption in the fubje&.

Bur, this power was not to be obtained
from one or two ingredients alone. Some
Q operate
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operate one effedt only, others another, and
and others another again. The merit lay
then in the art of uniting their feveral diftinét
powers; to modify, or affift, the one by the
other; and to make all work in concert in
the body. And this I have done by unit-
ing, after fingle trials, the moft proper in
one fole compofition. This union produced
what I had been in fearch of for fuch a long
while, an excellent medicine, in which I have
not declined admitting the Mercury of a
VanN SwieTeN, or a BoEruaAavE, the An-
timony * of a Huxaam and a VALENTINE,
the Hemlock of a Stork, nor the acids,
bitters and alkaline vegetables joined with fteel
preparations, fo far as to corrett and blend
the whole together, that one fthould not be
too powerful for another, but corre&t and
mitigate each other. Thus, I am not atham-
ed of confefling it, my MEDICINE is un-
doubtedly compofed of poifons +: but, they

are

* Tojointhe powers of Mercury and Antimony in pills,
or powders, is very ealy : but, to unite them in a liquid,
without lofing any part of their efficacy, 1s a procefs ex-
tremely diffic u]’.t, and which has given me much trouble
before I could obtain fo defirable an accomplifhment.

+ I doubt not but to certain unthinking and unreflect-
ing people, it will feem a very firange afiertion in'me to
{ay,



QUACKS axp taeErR MEDICINES. 115

are {o tamed, or correfted, as to make them
{ubfervient to the greateft end, viz: man’s
health ; fince, as HiprocraTES fays, difor-
ders are to be cured by contraries,

As I have, therefore, {o openly ftood forth
as an advocate for the moft flandered minerals,
1t is not reafonable to expeét I fhould be afraid
to own I make ufe of them. Was I to do
it, it would undoubtedly be in me the greateft
piece of ingratitude towards them; fince I
have fo often experienced their mighty power,
to my credit and the great benefit of my nu-

merous patients,

CouLrp I have found the fame advantage in
vegetables alone, I fhould have been very
ready to do them the fame juftice. But,
upon fair trial and experience, they have
proved too weak indeed, and infufficient.
And, it will appear perhaps a very ftrange

fay, that there is nothing in Nature but which, if ufed
or carried beyond certain bounds, muft and will de-
gencrate, from a fupporter, into a deftroyer, of health ;
and, thereby, be ftri&tly deemed a poifon, fince 1t puts an
end to our life. Bread, wine, water, tea, coffee, or-
geat, &c, any exercife, any pleafure, or any pain, 10Y5
or fear, &c, every thing, in fhort, you can name is a

pﬂif-ﬂn.
Q 2 Paradm{
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paradox to the pubiilm (though we have al-
ready obferved it before) to declare that,
medicines capable of doing the moft good,
ntnemlly are, and feldom can be any thing
clfe, but rank poifons.

I mave not, however, the prefumption to
{fay that the difeafes, againft which my ME-
DICINE 15 prepared, are eafily removed, cur-
ed or eradicated; or, that I can give relief in
all cafes, ages, &c, as if | meant to give
people to underftand that all mankind were
fools before me. As I pretend not to work
by magick, I only declare my thoughts on
each diforder, and then give my mode of
treating 1t: and, though I have had the
{atisfaétion to operate fuch great cures, even
in the Gour, I am notwithftanding con-
vinced this laft diforder will, whilk this
world exifts, ever be a fcourge to mankind,
in fpite of all the united efforts of Emriricks
and REguLARs. With reafon, affifted by
experience, we may, perhaps, become better
able to afcertain the caufe of that dreadful
diforder, and give relief: but, to difcover a
medicine {uch as to be capable of preventing
either the Scurvy or the GouT, is the
height of abfurdity ; fince it is demonfirated

that
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that we breed them both inwardly, by our in-
temperance and extravagant mode of nutri-
tion, efpecially when we additionally commit
any Irregularity in 1t. To expe&, or at-
tempt it, would be then trying for a contra-
diCtion in Nature. Ridiculous! As well
would it be aiming at compofing an antidote

againft the general decay of humanity, and
even death,

WHueN a man complains of a malady, we
may fometime, [ will even fay, very ofien
remove the prefent caufe. But, if the patient
is .an old man, we leave him fo ftll, for we
cannot bring the years of his life ten degrees
back, or, in plain terms, we cannot recall
youth. What then, will you fay, are
we to hope from your MEDICINE ! Here
it 1s. My conftant objet has been to fol-
low Nature and affift her in her firuggles,
not to foreftep her. Thus, inftead of mak-
ing ufe of thofe misjudged methods which
tend rather to weaken the human body, my
{ole endeavours are to firenthen it: and fuch
therefore, I anfwer, are the effe&s of, and
what you are to hope, AND EXPECT from, my
medicine, It is an antidote againft the foul

humours
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humours of the blood; and, in its procefs,
it alts by the moft gentle methods which can
be imagined. It is elegant to the eyes, and,
in general, not unpleafant to the tafte. It
requires no confinement, only moderation in
diet; and, when affifted by due and reafon-
able exercife, it moft {furprifingly reftores the
tone of the ftomach, and, thereby, promotes
digeftion. It firengthens the nerves, and
opens the obftruétions in the moft minute
paflages ; which, therefore, may very well in-
title it to the rank of one of the moft power-
ful and efficacious deobftruents which ever was
ivented,

I anm convinced that I fhould have much
more refpet paid me, when a patient comes
with a complaint, did I make the parade of
ordering him to take a phyfick to purge him
firft ; then, give him an cintment to rub the
part outwardly, &c, &c, inftead of telling
him plainly, and without emphafis, take thefe
Drors only. As fimple as my method
feems to be, it is no lefs fure of giving relief:
and the moft difficult tatk I meet with is only
the preventing people from being in a hurry
in taking the bottles, but to go by, and ad-

here
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here ftri&ly to, the direftions given in the &il,
which always accompanies them.

Berore I was myfelf convinced of all this,
and could bring this MeDICINE to its prefent
improved ftate, it is undoubtedly true I com-
mitted many errors, which nothing lefs than
my DispENsarY could inftru® me in, and
point me out, the method of retifying, by
the many opportunities I had of feeing fuch
a variety of cafes. But now, fuch is the pre-
{ent ftate of that MEpIcINg, that I am really
tempted to think it is come to the higheft pitch
of perfe&tion it 1s fufceptible of ; and that it
is capable, indeed, of anfwering the greateft
expectations.

As for counterfeiting it, it will not bear it,
without a vifible alteration in the effe&s, or
being attended with very bad and dangerous
confequences : an accident which, with mine,
that is to fay, with that prepared by myfelf,
I have both the boldnefs and {fatisfa&ion to
affirm never happened, nor can poffibly hap-
pen, provided the bill of direction be faithfully
adhered to. And, on the contrary, the effi-

cacy is even {uch that a fingle large bottle has
often
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often proved quite fufficient to make a trial and
be able to judge of the merits of it, in cafes
of Rheumatifins *, Gout, Leprofy, Scurvy, Ul-
cers, Nervous Complaints, &c. An obferva-
tion which I am fo much the more authorized
to make, and to take advantage of, as I am
" convinced none ever took it, but after having
tried before all the refources which the art and
ikill of the faculty could invent, and there-
fore after Nature had been put to the rack to
exert all her powers, and was quite exhaufted.

As I never negle@ to acquaint the public
with the dates of the feveral cures, and (when-
ever I can learn it) the number of bottles each
took to be compleated, it is ealy to be fatisfied
of the truth of my aflertion, however afto-
nifhing as 1t may appear to the reader; a fur-
prize which cannot be greater, at any rate,
than that of the patients themfelves who have
hitherto experienced them, and my own.
Yet my natural candour does not permit me
to deny that all are not fo happy as to meet
. with the fame defired fuccefs. It is true °

* As I confider the rhewmatifm, except that arifing ac-
cidentally from catching a cold, to be ina great meafure
owing to the fame caufes as the gout, it is the reafon why
I fay but little on that diforder in particular,

2 that
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that fome *, have taken the Drors a great
many months before they were radically cut-
ed ; though, from a flate of decay and impo-
tency, they were, in a few weeks, able to
get their bread. And again, in the Gour
and RHEUMATISM a great deal can be faid
in behalf of thefe Drors, and, 1 believe,
equal at leaft to any pretender: vet, as in Mr.
- Kelly’s cafe, fome may have a relaple ; but no
{fooner do they apply to the MepiciNe again,
but they find inftant relief,

In the Govr I could apply many an ano-
dyne, liniment +, vegetable oil, &c, &c. But, I
- | am

¥ See their cafes at the end of this work.,

4 There is no diforder, perhaps, which rcquues a
greater care, and a more judicious treatment, than the
GouT ; and none to which fo little 1’rtcntmn 15 puc'
The general notion, which people have {o ftrongly im-
bibed, that the GouT is incurable, has, by the coun-
tenance it has received from the writings of many of the
moft celebrated and able phyficians, raifed fuch a ftrong
pejudice in the minds of the generality, that they are
totally deaf to all reafoning, loft to all hope, and fo
firongly perfuaded that no relief can be expelted from
art, and the whole muft be left to the work of nature
alone, that PATIENCE AND FLANNEL 1s become quite
proverbial-among the ARTHRITICKs. In confequence
of which, it is amazing to fee what pains the patients

take to increafe the inflammation, by wrapping up their
R feet
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am {o fenfible that thefe outward applications,
far from being able to deftroy the caufe, might
much

feet in wool, then drinking AMadeira wines, and other
hot, or {picy, draughts, under the falfe and erronecous
notion of keeping the GouT from their ftomach. So
that, when the feet and ancles are {welled to fuch a
pitch, that it caufes, in fome meafure, another addi-
tional diforder, and that, by the acutenefs of the pains
then felt by the patient, his life is become a burthen,
and death lofing its hideous face would feem more ac-
ceptable ; if, to footh the pain, you come and propofe
him an o,nlﬂncnt, or a liniment, to be applied outwardl
on the afflited part and eafe it, your offer is recewc!
if not quite with contempt, at leaft with terror, as 1f
you meant to poifon him. Notwithftanding, and though
{as it appears plainly enough by what 1 have faid, page
835 of this pamphlet) I am no friend myfelf to mntmcnts,
I cannot help declaring, that under fuch predicaments,
and in circumftances of this kind, it is wife and prudent
to ufe fuch as will eafe the pains, remove the obftruétions,
and diflolve thofe thick depofits of the diforder, which turn
into chalky concretions ; fhould even the effe& be to re-
pell that matter into the {tream of the blood. And the rea-
fon I give is this. Whatever may be taken interiorly,
for the cure of the GUUT, s {low in 1ts progrefs ; and, when
it comes round to the part affliCted it has not the power
to reftore fluidity to thofe concretions already petrified ;
and, by thofe concretions, a patient may remain l'tmf:
all his life afterwards. T herefore, if the ointment is
affifted by fuch interior medicines, as are capable to
cope with the principles of the diforders, and expel them
from the mafs of the blood, there is inconteftably no fort
of bad confequence to be feared from an outward appli-
cation of that kind which compofes the patient, gives him
inftantancous eafe, and procures him reft; ﬁnce, when
the diforder Hies back, it is immediately anountered by
another powerful enemy (the medicine) which prevents
the
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much more likely make me run a great nifk
of repelling the poifonous matter to a more
noble part, that nothing, except the moft
excruciating pains, can ever induce me to
comply with the requeft, when it is defired
from me,

A SARsSAPARILLA drink, with an addition
of fennel feeds, I often recommend, indeed, as
an affiftant ; but very different I order it from
the faculty in general, with whofe pratice of
beiling this drug and the bark deco&tion fo long,
I totally difagree : becaule, it is obvious that
the freeft particles always evaporate firft, by

LY

the further havocks and mifchiefs, which undoubtedly
might enfue from the repulfion. In fuch cafes, there-
fore, and in no other, I mean when a violent and in-
tolerable inflammation attends the fits of a Gour,
and proper medicines are ufed inwardly to deftroy the
caufe, I fay that ointments and liniments may be uled ;
I recommend them, and I do ufe them: And to fhew,
more demonftratively, how confiftent I am with myfelf,
and that no little nibbling critick fhould have afterwards
any opportunity to handle it into a contradiétion, I fur-
ther declare, in a more explicit manner ftill; that, were
thofe Gouty inflammmations of a nature ever to come to a
breaking, or a fuppuration, I would then oppofe oint-
ments with as much vigouras I do in the cafe of fcorbu-
tic eruptions ; becaufc, under fuch circumftances, it
would vifibly be fhutting a door which nature herfelf
had opened for the diforder to come out at.  Thus I be-
lieve | have now made myfelf quite underftood,

R 2 ebul-
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ebullition. My Sarfaparilla drink will keep

many weeks guﬂd by adding a due propor-
tion of fpiritto it. Thus will it alfo be clearer,
and more pleafant to the tafte, than the gene-
ral drink of that {pecies. In fummer time,
a cooling acid drink *, when it agrees with
the conflitution, is likewife very proper, and
may take the place of Sarfaparilla. And it
will be found generally to agree, as moft of
the Gous are of an alkaline nature.

Uron the whole, I hope no one will re-
fufe me the juftice to allow that my method
of treating the aflifted is rational, and agree-

n

* Itis proper here to inform patients, that therc are
two forts of acids, of diftin&t and different natures, which
fhould be well underftood by them. One is wholefomec,
and advantageous to the prefervation of life and hcalth,
as much as the other is deadly. This laft we breed our-
{felves in our ftomach, and is the effe& of a weak confti-
tution, ‘The firft we are furnithed with by Providence
itfelf, who has taken care to {pread it plentifully on the
face c-f the earth, in all the fruits and vegetables, to coun-
terbalance the alkaline quality of our animal food, and
affift in its diffolutien by digeftion. Who can llclp ad-
miring the hand of the le.atnr in all his ﬁurks, when
one confiders the fagacious combination of contraries with
which it 1s lnterfperfcﬂ for the prefervation of the whole,
as this cafe is a moft ftriking example : fince the hotteft
climes, fuch as the fouth of France, Weft Indies, and
other places of that kind, more apt to produce alkaline
conftitutions, are all moft largely ftocked with acid ve-
getables, fuch as grapes, lemons, oranges, ananas, e el

4 3 able
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able to the procefs of Nature, which it always
affifts, and never contradifts, nor oppofes:
and that no hurt can accrue from my Rg-
MEDY, if taken according to the direStions
given in the bi/l. Indeed, its {afety is {uch
that children and PREGNANT WomEN ¥ MAY
TAKE IT WITHOUT the leafl rifk or danger.

ArTER all, every man muft reft upon his
own judgment, and appeal to the retitude
of his principles and good intention, for
all the effe&s which can refult from what he
compofes, For, the moft able and experien-
ced phyfician has no juft reafon to pride him-
{elf for the moft uninterrupted feries of {uc-
cefles : fince all his fkill and art will always
fall infinitely fhort of all the various accidents
and new diforders to which mankind are lia-
ble, and will not even (as in the cafe of Dr.
SypeNmaMm) prevent him from falling him-
felf, perhaps, a vi&im to the very difeafe +,
in which he had given relief to thoufands.

¥ Very different from a certain advertifement pub-
lithed in the Merning-Pofi, to the thame of the Nation
and of the Legiflature, by both of whom it is unnoticed,
but unfortunately xot so by thofe for the murder and
deftruction of whom it is calculated,

+ The Govur,

PFLN IS
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PO 850, 8 &Rl oA

I HAVE lately * found myfelf under the
neceflity of raifing the price of my Drops,
from three to four, and from five to feven fhil-
lings a bottle : but, I hope no reafonable per-
fon will think of difproving me in that ftep,
when they confider at what vaft expence I
muft have been in making the different trials
neceflary to bring them to the prefent ftate of
improvement to which 1'have brought them,
and efpecially fince the year 1553, when I firft
cpened the DisPENSARY for the poor, which,
ever fince I did, and now do ftill, continue to
keep open for their relief: and when I affirm,
upon the word of honour, that I fend every day
thefe fame Drors, GRATIS, by gallons, kegs,
guarts, pints and fmall bottles, to every part of
Great-Britain and Ireland, there to be diftri-
buted, by my agents and correfpondents, to
Sfuch of their neighbourhood as are afflifted,
and unable to procure themfelves relief in pay-

lﬂg.

e

* "This very year, on January the 1ft, 1776.
A P-
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ADBPENDTIX

A Praw oF TuE DispENsARY For THE Poer, EsTa-
BLISHED IN 1773, AND EVER SINCE SUPPORTED
WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF ANY PUBLIC OR PRI~
VATE SUBSCRIPTION.

S I have often had occafion to make mention of my DrsrenzanT,
A. of the time when I firt opened it, and of my uninterrupted conti-
nuance of it, ever fince its eftablithment, to this very day; I think I fhall not
be blamed, if, to prevent being fufpefted of having propagated a mere puff, I
fubmit to the public a fhort sk TcH, or pLaN, of the form I have givea
it, that they may more eafily gather fome opinion of its prefent utility and
advantages, as well as of thofe itmight, by improvement, be fufceptible of,
in time,

Two vears after I had opened it, in March 1775, I renewed my invitation.
to the poor, and brought that fame Dispensary under the frié regula-
tions and formule under which it now ftands, and in the manner following..

4 P I LS BUK. X" Pegsh PR NS K Reag

LA e L

A N
WY LA TN e ewr: PO OSE
AFFLICTED WITH EITHER THE
SCURVY, GOUT, RHEUMATISM, LEPROSY, EVIL, &-.
) March 12:h, 1775.
HE Pusr making, by their number, the greateft, as, by their labour and

induftry, the moft confiderable and ufeful, part of the community, it
behoves the man of fenfe and feeling to pay the greateft regard to their wel-
fare; and the phyfician is bound, by the laws both of humanity and pa-
triotifm, to give them not the {malleft fhare of his attention. On thofe prin-
ciples, I havs aever negleéled mentioning in the ApvErTISEMENTS of my
Mzdicines
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Medicines that I treated the Poor GraT1s; and I dare confidently to truft ini
and rely upon, the candour land integrity of the public, that no one, elther
in town or in the country, can rife to fay that, on perfonal, or epiftolary
application, T ever did refufe, or negle€t, to give, or fend, my medicines;
when they made their indigent circumftances known to me,

BuT, here, I muft beg to explain myfelf in a more clear and explicit man-
ner. By the roor, are generally underftood two claffes of people, viz. fuch
as are intirely deftitute, and ancther fort which would not like to be ranked
among them, theungh, on account of the fmallnefs of their yearly ftipends,
they cannot afford to pay an equal price with peaple of forfune. To the
former *, I abfolutely give my atiendance, advice, and medicines crATIS,

to the latter §, 4t HALF PRICE.

Tueaxrorw, as the happy fuccels my medicines have, for thefe many
years paft, met w:’tﬂ, ameng themoft opulent part of this nation; and the
great encouragement I muft acknowledge I continuedaily to receive from that
fide, neverdid, nor ever will, fwell me with fuch an impertinent pride, as
o make me think myfelf above my bufinefs: and, as I am fully imprefied,
on the contrary, with a due {enfe of gratituge for my paft and prefent fuccefs,
and the many favours hitherto conferred on me, I cannot better teftify how
deeply affefted I am by them, than by confidering the true merits of my avo-
cation, and the real advantage I am hereby enabled to derive from it, by the
fweet opportunity it gives me of relieving an immenfe number of my poor and
diftrefled fellowscreatures. Many, indeed, who labour under fome one or
other of the above-mentioned diforders, not having the means of procuring
themfelves the very neceffaries of life, can ftill lefs be fuppofed to think of a
coftly remedy againft their excruciating pains. Therefore, fully fenfible how
very ferviceable and ufeful this far pre-numerous part of the community
(the poor and induftrious) are to fociety, I do hereby publicly prcrare
and 6I1vVE NoTicE, that, through a principle of humanity and tendernefs
for them, I bind myfelf for ever to keep the following contraé, and articles

of agreement with them, viz.

* It is to be obferved that the Poog did at firfk receive the Drors graris
all the year round, as fome do even now: but the great number increafing
daily fo faft that I foon difcovéred a great abufe by people who had no real
complaints, 'and who fold them at a low price to others, after having them-
felves received them for nothing, I was obliged to throw fome check in their
way, and I took the refolution to make them pay ome fiilling admittance,
for which they receceive avicker for fix weeks, at the end of which term,
they mnay renew it, if requifite, forone month, on paying amother Jhilling .

To thefe fort of people I often grant the the Drors at a third and a
Jfourth of their price,

I. THaT
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1. TuaT on Tuefdays and Fridays, from nine in the morning to three in
the afternoon, I will give Apvice and ATTENDANCE GRATIS, at my
own houfe, to Poor PERsons of eitherfex, and of any age.

II, Tua all the poor recommended by houfe-keepers, by people of rank
and fortune, under whofe prote@ion they may happen to be, orduly provided
with a certificate figned by the church wardens and overfeers of their refpec-
tive parithes, and attending at my houfe, on either of the two above-men-
tioned days, fhall receive both my advice and'my medicines GraTIS *.

III, TuaT they who, though not opulent, could not fubmit to be ranked
pofitively among the poor and indigent clafs, and find themfelves, however,
on account of their fmall income, the precarioufnefs of their bufinefs, or
the large number of their family, unable to pay the price thefe medicines
have besn fixed at, fhall meet with tender treatment, and have a proper
regard paid to their circumftances, by admitting them on paying only one
half of the price 4.

IV. TuaT for the fake of thofe who, livingin the country at fome dif-
tance from London, cannot without interferring with the emocluments of
their week's work, attend on any of the above-mentioned days, the fame in-
dulgence {hall be given to them en Sunday morning till twelve o’ clock ;e
And if it become burthenfome or expenfive to them to take often fuch an ex-
curfion, I fhall take care to provide them at ence with fuch a {ufficient quan-
tity of bottles, as will make the frequency of theirattendance lefs neceffary.

V. TrarT all letters (poft paid) fent for advice, fhall have a punétual an-
fwer returned to them; and, with proper vouchers of inability to pay the
full price, or any price at all, thofe who live in the moft remote parts of this
kingdom, fhall enjoy the very fame advantages, asthofe who are on the fpor,
and have the anTIsCoRBUTIC DROPS fent to them GraTIS, on paying
the mere carriage of the fame .

#* Under the reftrictions juft mentioned in the precedent note,

T And even a third or 2 fourth as before mentioned in the precedent note.

1 But now every one of my agents is authorized to grant thefe advan.
tapes to fuch of their neighbours as fland under the fame predicaments as
here defcribed, and are provided with medicines in calks for that purpofe.
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OF THE vARIOUS FORMULJKE, TO EE OBSERVED BEFORE AND AFTER
GAINING ADMITTANCE TO THE SATD DlSrEHﬁART,.

IN orpEr to be admitted to the aforefaid DisreNsAr Y, the petitiorer,
upon application, is provided by me with the following printed copy of a
Patient’s cafe filled up in his prefence, which he is to fign before a witnefs
or two, and on the back of which is a letter of mine to the church-awardens
and cwerfeers of his parifh, and underneath their cerrificate ready printed with
Blancks to be filled up, figned and attefted by them, in the following manner,

Tl By P ATTHEBAN TS s CL& 5. R,

THE under written by Trade
in the Parith of in the County of declarps,
that has for for thefe paft laboured under a
attended with for which
has been treated without effeét,

Wherefore, having being advifed to try the ufe of SeirsEury’s ANTI-
scorBuTICc DRoPs, and being unable to afford paying the Price at which
they are fixed, humbly craves the Indulgence of being admitted at
the faid F. SpivsBury’s Dispexsany as 2 Pavexr; and, upon pro-
ducing 2 CERTIFICATE duly authenticated by the Overfeers of the Parifh
aforefaid, as a Voucher of aftual and truly indigent Circumitances,
thereby to enjoy the Benefit aceruing from the charitable Diftribution of the
f1id Drops, fo generoufly offered by the Author in his INviTaTiON ToO

«+ue Poor of the 12th Marth 1775, in Confequence of which is
encouraged to make the prefent Application, and petitions for obtaining the
faid Drops GraTis. Dated this Day of inthe
Year 277
Signed in the Prefence of the following
Fitueffes,

Te
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To the Church-Wardens and Overfeers of the Parifh of
in the County of

GeENTLEMEN, 77

F R ANCIS SPILSBURY of the Disrensary for the Poor
affli¢ted with either the Goar, Scarwy, Leprofy, Ewil, F.Irleﬂrmrifm, &c.
&c. eftablithed at No. 5, Mount-Remv, on the Surry Side of Weftminfler-Bridge,
having been applied to by the above-mentioned
in a Cafe of in Order to be admitted as a Pauper,
and, in that Quality to receive his Drops, Advice and Attendance Gratis,
requeits the Favour of your authenticating in the following Certificate, the
Veracity of the faid Petitioner’s alledged indigent Circumftances, and whether
you think to be a true Objeét of Charity, In doing
which you will oblige

GENTLEMEN,

Your moft obedient Servant,

U S = = d

e Tl SN A 1RV ot G SRR e

oF
ADMISSION a7t SPILSBURY's DISPENSARY, ror a PAUPER,

t i‘ E whofe Names are under-written, Overfeers and Church-Wardens

of the Parifh of in the County of
certify that by Trade is really a
Pauper, afflicted with and in that

Quality an Objeét truly worthy being admitted at Mr. Sprrspury’s Dise
PENSARY for the Poor, there to partake of his charitable Diftribution. To
atteft the Veracity of which, W have figned and delivered to

the preient Certificate, this Day of in the Year 177

NexT to this; when the Petitioner returns with his certificate in due

form, he is entered into a Regifter ready printed with blanks, and in the
following double form,

S 32 Anng
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Anno 179 No.

XN T RO

I HIS day a

Pauper, by Trade

of the Parifh of in
the County of has
been admitted for Weeks,
on the recommendation of

to be treated for

at SPILSBURY"s DISPENSARY;
and there, at the fame time, to re.
ceive the AnTiscorBuTic-Drors

GRATIS.

N. B. Thi; Ticket bas been re-
neqwed on the day of
for FFecks.

o B i S

Aune 177

Per ConTRA.
:Er.tJI"niJ

TH 1§ day
bas been dif-

charged from the Difpenfary by reafon
of bis

RecAPITULATION,
rDifurder
1+ Entered
Difckarge-{. Difcharged
Cure per- [ in  weeks,
formed { with bottles.

Tuen they receive the following ticket, engraved on a card, asa proof of
their admittance and title to the medicine, being delivered to them graris.

Anne 177

TH E Bearer
Parifs of

Weeks, on the recommendation of
treated for

GRATIS.

and there at the [ame time foall receive the AN T1scOoRBUTIC-DRoPS

By order of the Proprietor
Ticket of admittance.

Mo

a Paupery of the
is admitted for

to be I
ar SPILSBURY's DispeNsary,

L i R R T T TR N e e T TR T N AT I

BuT when a mere indulgence is granted to certain people on account, and
in proportion, of their unfavourable circumftances, their names is only en-
tered into a Regifter, fomewhat fimilar to the other, but printed in red, and
conformable to the following fpecimen.

Annao
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Anno 177 No.
TH IS day by trade
was admitted to the indulgence of Shilling per ewery Bortle of aur
ANTiscorsuTic-Drors, on account of h unfavourable circumftancesy
: Recapitulation,
This Grant good for Bortles,
Renezved for ditte
Diforder
Patient entered
Difcharged by reafen of ort day of

in Weeks,

Cure performed 3
with Bottles.

Axp after being thus admitted and regiftered, they receive the following
Ticker engraved alfo in red, on a card bearing the fame number and date.

Anno 177 SPILSBURY's DISPENSARY. No.
ﬁ N indulgence of Skillings is bereby granted per every Bottle
¢f the ANTIsCORBUTIC-DROPS 19
in confideration of unfavorable circumflancess———a>ated this
day of 177
By order of tbe Proprietor.
This Ticket good for Botties
[ -~

Haviwve thus finifhed the account of the plan on which my Pvarie
Dicrensary is conduted, I beg leave to introduce a few of the moft re-
cent cures I have had the happinefs to perform by means of my medicine, and
which are all fo well authenticated that I hope they will leave no grqun'd for
the leaft fufpicion of fraudulence and fubrepticioufnefs behind them in the
mind of the reader. I fhall therefore, give them as they ftand in one of my
hand bills, with the copy of that very hapd bill itfelf, which is as follows.

SPILS.
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SPILSBURY's iMmprovEr ANTISCORBUTIC-DROPS,

Prepared only by FRANCIS SPILSEURY, Chymift, No. g, Mount-Row,
on the Surry-Side of Weftminfler-Bridge; who at his own Expence opened
a Difpenfary for the Poor, in the Year 1773, where Numbers have been
relieved gratis by his Medicine, after being difcharged from the Hof-

pitals as incurable.

THES E DROPS raifed on January 1ft, 1776, to four and feven
thillings a bottle, are proved, by experience, to be one of the firft medicines
now extant in thefe kingdoms, for the radical cure of the Scurvy, Geut, Rbeu=
matifn, Ewil, Children’s Eruptions, Ulcers, Leprofy, Nerwous Complaints, Humonrs

after the Small Pox and Meafles, &c. Their efficacy exceeds every thing of the
kind which ever did precede them ; and whatever has hitherto been difcovered

which proved of any utility and benefit in thofe complaints, has been happily
united and combined, in them, to compofe one compleat remedy. This muft
account for that great fuperiority of cures in point of number and perfection,
performed in a much thorter time than any ather perfon ever could, or can even
saze, produce in fimilarcafes; fince one fingle botile of thefe Drops has often
proved fufficient for a cure in a recent cafe, and always f5, fora trial, in an
inveterate one. Aninconteftable proof, undoubtedly, of the merit of this me-
dicine in the above-mentioned diforders. Were not thefe Drops really held
in the fame efteem by the public, that truly impartial judge, and generous re-
warder of the pains and labours of thofe whofe aim is to pleafe it, and to
deferve its favours, the proprietor would not have been able to raife them
twice fucceffively in two years, in order to affift himfelf in the fupport of a
very expenfive DISPENSARY for the Serwants, Mechamics, and Poor, fet up
at the Proprietor’s own and fole expence, in the year 1773, and ever fince kept
up on the fame generous and difinterefted principles with fuch care and affi-
duity that by the printed Regiffer Book of the faid Difperfary it appears that,
during the courfe of the tave Jaff years only, no lefs than 493 perfons were
relieved, many of whom had been deemed incuradle at the Holpitals, and ag

fuckh difcharged.

N. B, Tur procefs of operation of thefe DROPS, in procuring a cure,
and the chief tendency, indeed, they have is, inftead of emerwating a pa-
tient, as other medicicines in the following cafes always do, to ffrengtben
en the contrary the conflitution, and, by flimulating the principles of the
diforder, to give them an a&ion which might affift that mended conftitution
in throwing them oft from the body,

TeE
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Tre following feven cures are new, and were afl publithed rhis year,
before a certain Perfon had publifhed ore

Mgr. Raxpar Dormoxp, of the 1oth ward, Chelfea, aflifted fourteen
years with the gout and rheumatifm, often fo bad as to deprive him of the ufe
of his limbs, after having tryed many medicines in vain, was cured by twelve
large bottles. Auguft 10, 1775,

A TraDEsMAN in the city of Peterborough, whohad feveral holes in his
legs, after having been at the [alt water and found no benefir, was cured by
taking fix bottles only of Mr. Spillbury’s drops. Witnefs M:, Horden,
book{eller, of Peterborough, Northampton, .Auguff 26, 1775,

Mzs. Mary Cray, afflited with a leprofy onthe arms and body ; fome
of the fpots as broad as a half-crown, which fcaled off and then came again,

cured by twenty {mall bottles, For particulars enquire at the Seven Stars,
Eromley, near Bow, Middlelex, Dec, 22, 1775+

CapTaix Mirrag, at No. 12, Dean-ftreet, Shadwell, London, of the
Mary, lately returned from Virginia, reading Mrs. Taylor’s cure of nine heles
in her leg by five bottles, tried thefe drops, and is now cured, to the furprife
of himfelf and friends, by fix large bottles only, of one large ulcer, and two
fmall ones in his leg, of five years ftanding, which had bafiled all the efforts
of the faculty. Fan. 2, 1776,

February 11, 1776,

A gexntriman in the neighbourhood of Chefter, far advanced in life,
Jaboured under an inveterate fcurvy more than twenty-eight years; by ob-
firuftions, and at different times it cauled a theumatic gout, great laffitude,
wandering pains, fcurvy blotches, eruptions, yellow jaundice, and other
illnefs; he tried many internal and external antifcorbutics, without effe ;
he is now freg, in appearrnce, of the fcurvy and other complaints, by tak-
ing, according to direftion, SPILSBURY's ANTISCOREUTIC-DROPS.
Any perfon may be fatisfied of the truth of the ia®, and the gentleman’s
pame, by applying to Mr. Pool, bookfeller, in Chefter, or to Mr. Spilfbury.

To Mr, S PILSBURYTY, Chmif,
EI1IR, Feb. 4, 1776.

I surFERED feveral years under the moft wiclent fcurvy, which broke
gut particularly in great fiffures, with fcurf on my hands, like the bark of a
tree, which not only rendered them a fad fpectacle, but deprived me, in a
great meafure, of their ufe ; and after having applied to feveral eminent Phy-
ficians in vain, (what is no lefs extraordinary than true) T was cured by taking
oaly five fmall bottles of your drops. Iam, Sir, with refpedl, &c.

MARY WEATHERILL.

At Mrs. Underwood’s, No. 8, Broad-fireet, Carnaby-market, London.

Anather
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Ancther remarkable Cure in Edinburgh.

I HenrreTTa PaTERSON, Step-daughter to William Gray, Taylor,
in Edinburgh, aged fixteen years, have been troubled with a moft inveterate
fcorbutic humour in my feet, for upwards of ten years paf, to fuch a degree,
that one of them broke out in large holes, and continued running, and caft-
ing large fcales, like bark, notwithftanding the many applications of different
medicines, by the moft eminent phyficians of this place, all without the leaft
effect; till about nine months ago, I was recommended to Mr, Elliot, to
smake trial of Mr., Spilibury’s direftions, I had not ufed two bottles, till I
began to find the good effeft of that medicine, which has continued daily to
fuch a degree, that I am now quite recovered.

HENRIETTA PATERSON.

Any perfon doubting the truth of the above, may be fully fatisfied, by ap-
plying to the faid H, Pater{on, at my houfe in Law’s-plain, Stone-clofe,
Canongate, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, March g, 1776. Wwu. GRAY,
The above is likewife attefted as a faét, by
John Carftairs,

George Wright,
Thomas Matthew,
Robert Walker,

} Surgeons, Edinburgh,
} Elders, College Kirk, Edinburgh,

An extrgordinary Cure of the GOU T,
TJo Mr. SPILSBURY.
5 1R, .
I smary always think myfelf obliged to acknowledge the very great bes
-nefit I have received by taking your Drope, which has had a happy effeét, by
relieving me from diforders that had reduced me to the loweft ebb., Al-
though I made ufe of and took a multitude of preferiptions of fome of the
moft eminent phyficians in London, likewife feveral bottles of another adver-
tifed medicine, made three journeys to Margate without receiving any re-
lief whatever, and w:s almoft in defpair of ever being cured: when happily
T was advifed to make a trial of your Dreps, which have given me new life,
though near fifty years of age, and have been upwards of five years moft vio-
fently afliéted with the RervmaTic GovrT, and Sevrvy, which had
enfeebled me to fuch a degree, that I was not able to drefs or undrels myfelf
for upwards of eight months ; but am now thank God, happily reftored to my
health, and ftrength; and being very defirous that the public fhould know
where to apply for relief in fuch cafes as mine, (with refpe@ to which the
faculty are as yet in the dark) I will de myfelf the pleafure to wait on any
gentleman or lady, to give any further information required, and am, with
the greateft refpeét, Sir, Your moft humble fervant,
Harrow, Salilbury-court, Fleet-ftreet, J- KELLY.
London, May 3, 1775.
P I Jorx



A P B BN B T Xy 13

I Joun Kn16uT, Shoemaker, near the turnpike, in Stroud, Kent, was
afflicted five years with a fcorbutic humourin the hollow of my arms, almoft
round, and my fhoulders were covered with it, which was attended with
exceffive itching, and a running humour as clear as water, which fcalded and
cotroded other parts, and ftiffened my thirt like buckram, and the fkin {caled
oft with white fcurf and then came again, attended with a fever: 1 was fcarce
able to do any work ; my face was full of large pimples: In thort my com-
plaint was too bad to be defcribed. By taking four fmall bottles of Mr. Spili-
bury’s Drops I found furprizing relief, and by continuing them, I am cured
of thofe complaints. Any perfon may be fatisfied of the ttuth by applying
tome as above, or to Mr. Fifher, Bookfeller; at Rochefter, who faw me in

my miferable condition, when I applied to him for the drops. Fuiy 23, 1774,
JOHN KNIGHT,

Jaxe Rean, fervant to Mr. Cranflon, mafter of one of the city of Edina
burgh's fchools, wasgrievoully afilited with a moil inveterate fcurvy, fo that
her whole body was almoft covered over with a very thick feurf, which came
off at times in large pieces, and immediately grew as thick as formerly; and
having been informed of the happy effects of Spilibury’s Antifcorbutic medi-
cine, and that he was fo charitable as to order Mr. Elliot to give it gratis to
two patients that were not able to pay for it, application was made for her,
and by the ufe of it alone, fhe is now perfectly cured of that diforder. Agd
from gratitude to Mr. Spilfbury, as alfo for the information of others whe
may labour under the like diforder, fhe defires this may be made public,

N. B. Ir any perfon fhall doubt of the truth of the above, by appj}ling to
her at Mr. Cranfton’s, teacher of Englith in Niddvie's Wynd, they may be
fully fatisfied. Theabove is alfo attelted for truth by

Edinburgh, Dec. 10, 1774. JAMES CRANSTON,

"N. B. As a further proof of the efficacy of thefe Drops in this country,
any perfon calling at Mr. Elliot"s, may have the perufal of letters from feveral
perfons, who would not chufe to appear in priat.

SIR,
A Frw years ago I got & bad furfeit, by dtinking cold water, (when hot)

which foon broke out in an inflammatory rafh on my arms and other parts of
my body, which itched intolerably. Having tried various medicines, with
the affiftance of one of the holpitals, all to no purpofe, 1 heard of the extra-
, ordinary cures your drops had performed. Itried fome of them. Happy for me,
eight bottles cured me, without trouble or pain. Iam, Sir, with gratitude,

your humble {ervant,
Nov. 45 1771 ST. JACKSON,

2 5 Arcther
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Anotber remarkable Cure of the Gout, by fix Bortles enly.
To Mr, SPILSBURY, Chymif,
s IR, May 26, 1776,

For more than fix months I was not able to make any ufe of my hands,
even to feed mylelf, or move my hat, through that moft excruciating com-
plaint called the GOUT, which had reduced me to the moft languithing con-
dition, and almoft to death ; and, being above feventy years old, T defpaired of a
remedy, when fortunately I was recommended to you by a Lady of charaéter,
who advifed me to make ufeof your Drops. I had no fooner taken the firft
bottle, but I got new life, and by fix large only, I found myfelf perfeétly
curzd (though it wasin the hard froft) to my great fatisfaétion, and the fur-
prize of all thofe who knew me.

My Wiie, who had long been fubjeft to vielent Rheumatic painsin bath
her arms, was alfo cured by two bottles of your medicine: with pleas
fure and with graiitude we fubfcribe our names, and will fatisfy any one
concerning the particulars thereof at the Wheat-fheaf, in Glanville-fireet,
Rathbone- Place, St. Pancrafs, London.

: THOMAS and MARGARET CORKRAN,

To Mr. SPILSBURY, Chymift, Wo. 5, Mount-Row, mﬁm;}yﬁﬂ'-ﬂrfﬂrgf’
Praprietor of the Antifcorbutic Draps.

Trreis to certify, that I Thomas Roach, fon of Patrick Roach, of the
parith of Clonallan, in the county of Down, was afflifted for feveral years
palt, with an obftinate fcorbutic diforder all over my body and arms, for
which T had taken many medicines without finding any benefit, and from
the virulence of the diforder had zlmoit delpaired of recovery ; but being re-
commended to try your antifcorbutic Drops, I found fix botties of that valu-
able medicine produced a* convincing proof of its furprifing efficacy, by coms.
pleting a cure to the aftonithment of every perfon that had feen the flate of
the diforder ; it is now feveral months fince I quitted taking the drops, and I
have not found the leaft fymptoms of its returning. Given under my hand,
O&tober 20, 1773,

THO. ROACH.

Witnefles, John Caulficld, merchant, and Robert Stevenfon, bookfeller,
in Newry, Ireland.

Otber recent Cures, by taking the AxTiscoreuTic Drors.
S BR, Fuly 235 1775
By taking five bottles ni' your dropsIam cured of nine holes in my right
leg, after ha'.rmg‘ﬂdwtt and been at Ia‘r%ﬂ expences with the faculty, without
fuccefs, until reding in the papers. of the great cures your drops havs
performed, which induced me to try them. You have my leave to publith
this, Witnefs my hand, JANE TAYLOR.
Jarvis Houfe, Sun Tavern Fields, St. George's in the Eaft.
September
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September 5thy 1775

Mzs.Ec1zaseTn ForsTER cured of a bad fcurvy,and other difagrecable
«amplaints, by takingonly fix bottles of Mr. Spilibury’s Drops.
Witnels Mrs. Hall, No. 103, Beaufort-Buildings, London.

Lixew1sE a Gentleman's maid fervant in Newcaitle upon Tyne, afflifted
with the fcurvy that her hands became fo much contraéted as to difzble her
from working; and on applying to a gentleman of the faculty, he told her
fhe had no remedy but keeping her hands from water ; but hearing of the
efficacy of Mr. Spillbury’s Drops, fhe took only two of his bottles, which
reftored her hands to their former ftate, and fhe is now perfeétly able to per-
form her work.——The truth of this may be known by applying to Mr,
Saint, Prioter of the Newcaftle paper,

Nezocaflie, April 20, 1775.

e Mr. SPILSBURY.
SIR, Fan. 10, 1774

Tue kindnefs I have received at your hands (in curing me of an inveterate
feorbutic diforder by your Antifeorbutic Drops, when I was in the midft of
defpair, having tried many medicines in vain) demands the tribute of a grateful
acknowledgment, and for an encouragement to others, I will relate my cafe.
I was affliCted near feven years, chiefly on my left arm, from my elbow to
the wrift, which formed a cruft and a continual fealding humour ran down
to my finger ends, the fame on my neck, a large place, which ran to my waift,
#nd itched o intolerably that I fcratched in my fleep to fuch a degree, thatI
was frequently raw; my ftomach was weak, and in fo poor a ftate that almoft
every day there came off halfa pint of clear water, and continually drowfy ;
every one that knew me faid I was in a deep confumption. After I had taken
four large bottles my ftomach was ftrengthened, and I mended daily, and by
taking twenty I am perfetly reftored to my health, and free from all com-
plaints, as hundreds in the neighbourhood can teftify.

I am, Sir, your humble Servant,
WM. TURLEY, Shoemaker, Turnmill-ftrect.
Witnefles, Mr, Evans, at the Turk’s-Head, Turnmill-firect, and Ldward
Harrifon, Well-fireet, Oxford-road. :

Te Mr. SPISBURY, Chmifh
March sthy 1774,

About eight years ago a bad irritating humour broke out on my body, arms,
and legs, in fmall pimples, which itched intolerably and kept growing worfe ;
fo that the humour got fo flrong as to affeét my eye-fight, attended with a
bad head-ach and a pimpled face, accompanied with a loft appetite and a
fever: after having tried various medicines to little purpofe, I was advifed to
try your Univerfal Antifcorbutic Drops; after I had taken two bottles I
found relief in my eyes and head, but the medicine then forced the humour
T 2 eut
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oyt in a number of large boils on my body, fome of which were as broad
as a crown piece, and difcharged a foul corrofive matter for feven weeks,
and then healed up gradually. I continued taking the drops, which created
an appetite, and agreed with me very well, and purified my blood, that I
am now entirely free from all complaints, having taken not more than
eleven bottles. Any perfon calling at No. 3, Ehariﬁg-r.rnl's, oppofite Nor-
thumberland-houfe, fhall be fatisfied of the truth of the above.
1 I am, Sir, your okliged humble fervant,

JOHN VALENTINE.

Avso Thomas Granby, four years old, fon of Mr. Granby, at No. 2,
in Britannia-row, Lambeth, near Weftminfter-bridge, was terribly affliéted
with a bad ulcerated head, and other iwellings and pimples on his body,
cured by two bottles only : at the taking the firft bottle the fores difcharged
a foul corrofive matter, which fmelt intolerably, and then healed up gra-
dually, as ufual in thofe complaints,

Aypril 2, 1774,

A cENTrEMAN cured of feurfy eruptions, by fix bottles, only. Witnefs
Mrs. Sturch, bookfeller, Newport, lile of Wight, May 12, 1774,

- Tuis is to certify, that my daughter of fourteen months old, was cured
{by one gs. bottle of Spilibury’s Antifcorbutic Drops) of a very bad fwelling on
the ear, of feveral weeks ftanding, which run a foul matter, and the humour
crept along the cheek with a white feurf, which peeled off, and then came
again.
May 14, 1774. Witnefs my hand, JOHN CRAWFORD,
At the Caftle, near the Turnpike, Weftminfter-bridge, Surry.

Mgs. Jane Stevenfon, of Stamford Lincoln, was troubled with the feurvy,
attended with lownefs of fpirits, rheumatic pains, and lofs of appetite, for
near two years, was cured by five bottles, Witnefles H. Stevenfuon and
Wm. Royce, bookfeller, of Stamford,

Fune 1 S5 1774

Lixewise a gentleman of independent fortune of Peterborough, cured
of an inveterate {curvy, which had rendered his life miferable, by a few
bottles of Mr. Spilibury’s Drops. For particulars, enguire at Mr. Horden's,
bockfzller, in Peterhorough.

Fanuary 20tbh, 1775,

Mnr. Sagoe, keeper of the toll at the cbelifk, Plackfriars bridge, was
very much afflicted with the gout in his frer, but was fo much relieved by
ene ss. bottle, and a decoflion of farfaparilla at night, thatin a few days
h: was able to wear a common fhoe, to the i'urpr ze of all his acquaintance.

March §, 1774,
Trig
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Tw1s is to certify, that I Abraham Geers, of Gray’s Inn Lane, Holborn,
London, have been afflicted for feveral years with an obftinate feorbutic dif=
order, attended with great itching on my body and arms, for which I had
talkken many medicines in vain ; and from the malignancy and the continuance
of the complaint, had defpaired of relief; for the humour had caufed a pain
in the head, withdeafnefs, for nine months, which rendered me incapable of
my bufinefs ; but by the blefling of God, and taking ten fmall bottles of Mr.
Spilibury’s Antifcorbutic Drops, am perfeétly cured of my deafnefs and the
above diforders.

October 8, 1774 Witneffes to the faid cure,

Gilbert Stevens, Tafh-ftreet, Gray's-inn lane,
Jehn Cotter, in Fox-court, Gray’s-inn lane.

I Wirriam Corson, wright, in Portfburgh, (or Weft Port) having a
daughter of twelve years of age, who, upwards of three years ago, by a fall,
got her leg feratched a little above her ancle, which, in a fhort time, canfed
an inflammation, which fpread for feveral inches, and at laft formed into an
wleer or boil, which gathered and broke alternately for feveral months;
and after trying in vain moft of the doftors in Edinburgh, I at laft procured
from Mr. Elliot, bookfeller, in Edinburgh, fome of Mr. Spilibury’s Uni-
verfal Antifcorbytic Drops, and began to ufe them in the month of January
laft, and have continued ufing them, according to his dire€tions, till the pre~
fenttime ; by the ufe of which, and the blefling of God, fhe is now perfeétly
recovered. Out of gratitude to Mr. Spilibury, and compaffion for thofe in
like diftrefs, I think it my duty to make public this cure, that others may
not lofe the opportunity of being cured alfo,

Edinburgh, March 10, 1775 WILLIAM COLSTON.

¢ That the above figned William Colfton hath refided many years in the
o Weft-Kirk _pa.-riﬂ:t, and is of an unexceptionable character, is attefted by
# us, JOHN GIESON, Minifter. JOSEPH GAVIN, Elder,™

g Sz D

. July 27, 17764
A DREADFUL SCORBUTIC CASE.
However true certain faéts may be in themfelves, when attended with
fuch ftrong marks of improbability as the following, a man of honour and
delicacy, who has his veracity and reputation at heart, finds himfelf much
embarraffed fometimes how to exculpate himfelf from the fufpicion of
guwackery, by convincing the public of the rectitude of his principles, and
feruples often to publifh them. But, the fubje& of the prefent cafe is fo
well known to all his neighbourhood, and te the moft eminent and diftin-

guifhed perfonages of the faculty, that, I believe, I may reft with confi-
i dencs
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dence upon the numcrous atteftations of the one, and the candour ang
probity of the others, for the verification of the following well authenticated
Curz.

Tre Cask.

Ox the sth, of January, 1774, one Joux Parmer, near fifty years of
age, a Shoemaker, then living at Mr. Musk’s, Tobacconift, and now
yemoved to Mrs. Sazge's muffin-fhop, both in Grafton-fireet, St. Ann’s,
Scho, was taken out of his bed in a fituarion fo deplorable, that thofe
who accompanied him thought he had not many days longer to live, and
brought to my Difpenfary in a coach, at the expence of Mrs. Millar, now
of the Cock, in the fame Grafton-fireet, He had been afflifted with a
Jeurvy for twelve years before that time, the firft attack of which had noti-
fied itfelf by a pain in his left elbow, and had gradually fpread and increafed
to.the point of being fo univerfally ulcerated, as to apply fucceffively, though
in vain, to feveral of our public hofpitals. He had been fix wweshs in St.
Bartholomew’s Hofpital, under the great Surgeon PoT 3 one mon b an out-

door patient of St. George’s; fix mantbs in the Weftminfter Infirmary; and
in thefe places he had been pronounced incurable. When I faw him, he

had his face cnvcred with holes and ulcers, as well as the infide of his mouth ;
and under his chin a cavity capable to conceal one’s thumb, On his nght
-l.]'.r_]_gh he had fuch a number of holes, as, according tohis account, amounted to
the number of forty, 2and fome of which .were capable to contain a pigeon’slegg,
that the fight infpired horror ; he could wear no breeches, and had only a
Yarge piece of cloth to lap over, and tie with firings. His oppofite arm (the
left) in which the diforder had begun, was fo uncommonly ulcerated, that,
at firlt, he could not_be prevailed upon to mention ir, for fear of difcouraging
me from undertaking him : and, indeed, it was fo bad that the very bones
were eaten in; and, during the courfe of the medicamenting, worked out
two fplinters. Oa his breaft there was another hole capable to admit a

common hen’s egg.

Tae-Curzx,

I cave him immediately the quantity of fowr of my prefent fevens
fhillings bottles of AxTiscorsvTic Drors in a large one, to take ac-
cording to the direftions ; and, by the time he had confumed them, he was
able to ftand upright, and to walk. I gave him then another fimilar quan-
tity ; after the ufe of which he was able to work. And, in about mine
menths, all the capital ulcers were healed, and his face, mouth and body,
though even now moft disfigured by frightful feams and frarifications, were
already all found and whole. As a few more vlcers remained, here and
there, on his body, he has ever.fince continued taking the Drors, which
make two vears and a half from the firft ; and, at this very day, has till,

oS "iﬂ, I confefls, two or three little holes juft under the fear in the breech.

i

t this I'afcribe to his fedentary life, and is undoubtedly the natural effect
3 af
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of the preflure and frition refulting from his mcde of employ; which,

obliging him to fit all the day to earn his bread, and depriving him of a
proper exercife, draw the humours where the velocity of the circulation of
.the blood is more impeded by the weight of the body. A circumflance which
will, perhaps, obitrult the cure from ever coming to a more complete degres
of perfeftion ; though in flarx gao it may be looked upon as both an objeét
of furprize to many incredulous opponents, and comfort to thofe who are
affli¢ted with fo dreadful a diforder, however defperate be the pitch to which
it may have arrived in them, fo as not to lofe all hopes of relief, after fuch
an example. And, for the benefit of fuch, as well as for my own perfonal
credit and intereft, I hope thofe who will read this c As% and curEe, whe-
ther friends or foes, will not truft to this narrative, but enquire from the
patient himfelf, and all the other perfons whofe names and direétions have

been heretofore mentioned in the beginning of it,
F. SPILSBURY.

B-

L

L

N. B. Thefe Drors are fold in four and feven {hillings new-moulded flat-
fquare bottles, fealed with the emblem of Hope, and have the following
infcription in a wave, viz. Fra. Spilfbury, Proprictor of the Univerfal An=
tifcorbutic Dreps 5 they are fealed up, with wrappers printed in red, in folio
bills, figned Frs. Spilfbury, containing an account of a great number of
cures, to which the number of bottles is generally added, with the author's
obfervations and advice on diet, and on the Scurvy, Gout, Rheumatifm,
fervous :omPhints, &c. They are fold at the following pléces in Londen =

By Mr. Wilkie, No. 71, St. Paul’s
Church Yard

Mr, Cerrall, No. 6. Catherine-ftreet,
Strand

Mr. Dawenbill, No. 30, Cornhill
Mr. Rorbavell, No. 47, New Bond-
fireet

Mr. Hall, No, 104, Strand
Meflrs. Hougbton and Falefcure, at
the Royal Exchange.

And at the following Places in the Country.

At Bath, by Mr. Crutravell

At Briftol, by Mr., Cocking

At Bury, by Mrs. Rogers

At Cambridge, by Mr, Fletcher
At Chefter, by Mr. Peof

At Dublin, by Fames Hocy

At Edinburgh, by C. Efliot

At Gloucefler, by Mr, Raikes

At Liverpool, by Mr. Gore

At Newcaitle, by Sairt and Slack
At Newry, by Stewenfen

At Norwich, by Mr. Creufe

At Oxford, by Mr. Fackfon

At Salifbury, by Mr. Fobnfoa

At Sherborn, by Mr, Geadly
And at York, by Mr. Teffyman.

And by moft printers and bookfellers in the capital towns throughout

Great Britain and Ireland.

i
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