A letter from a physician in London to his friend in the country; giving an
account of the Montpellier practice in curing the venereal disease.
Wherein the certainty, ease, and safety of that method above any other yet
discover'd; and the inefficacy, danger, and ill consequences of the
common way by salivation, are fully demonstrated / [Richard Brown].

Contributors

Brown, Richard (Physician)

Publication/Creation
London : J. Roberts, 1730.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/a2pg8pzw

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

e London Dbpsician’s Letter of
Dontpellier Practice

- In Quring ¥enecreal Disease,
h 1730.







Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2018 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b30504983






A
LY 1ER

FR OM A
Phyfictan in London
T O HLIS

Frienp in the Country;

Giving an Account of the

MONTPELLIER PrAcCTICE

In Curing the

VENEREAL DISEASE.

Wherein the

Certainty, Eafe, and Safety of that Method above
any other yet difcover'd ; and the Inefficacy,
Danger, and ill Confequences of the common Way
by Salivation, are fully Demonftrated.

Lo NDON:

Printed for J. RoserTs near the Oxford-drms in
Warwick-Lane. M pcc xxx.

[ Price Sixpence. ]






A LetTTER from a Phyfician in
London, to bis Friend in the
Country.

Honoured § I R,

RervrN you my moft hearty
Thanks for your kind Letter of
Congratulation on my {afe Return
to Eugland, after having been more
than five Years out of it. = So long
an Abfence, notwithftanding the
Pleafure of fceing foreign Countries,
and viewing the noble Remains of
Antiquity there, wou'd have been very irkfome, had
not your Goodnefs from Time to Time reliev’'d me
with your ingenious Letters, which contain’d every
Thing curious and entertaining that happen’d here at
Home. Among the many delightful Accounts with
which you was pleas’d to favour me, allow me to men-
tion that of the Coney-borough at Godalmin in Surrey,
which coming to my Hands when I was at Rome, and
being 10 extraordinary in its Kind, after having tran-
flated it into Italian, 1 found Means to have commu-
nicated to fome of the Cardinals, who were fo highly
pleas’d with it, that, as’twas currently reported there
afterwards, they unanimoufly voted it a Place in the
Vatican Library. But, be that as it will, this I am
4479 {fure
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fure of, that I have not only feen, but receiv’d feveral’
Papers written by you, that juftly deferve a Place there.
The whole Employment and Bufinefs of your Life
{eems to be nothing elie but one continued Search and
Purfuit after Knowledge; fo that you may very pro-
perly be ftil'd the BovrE of the prefent Age. Scarce
a Book that contains any Thing new or curious, is
publifh’d, but what finds a Place in your Library
and whenever any Difcovery is propos’d to the World,,
you are never at Reft till you have found out whether
it has Truth to fupport and recommend it. For which
Reafon T am the more furpriz’d to find that the Books
written about the Montpellier, or new Method of cu-
ring the Venereal Difeafe, thou’d have efcap’d your
Curiofity ; and that the very firft Hint and Intimation
you had of it, was from an Advertifement you met
with by Chance in the publick Prints, which you teok
the Pains to tranfcribe and fend me to Montpellier, and
which was in the following Words.
“ Wuereas great Numbers of Gentlemen go
yearly from this City, and other Parts of the King-
dom, to Montpellier, on Account of the Venereal
Difeafe, where they feldom fail to meet with a per-
fe& Cure, perform’d after a fafe and pleafant Manner,
by Mercurial Frictions, which often occafion no Spit-
ting at all, and at moft fo {mall an one, as is free
from ail manner of Unecafine(s and Danger: A Phy-
fician- who has made that Diftemper his particular
Study, in order to fave all Perfons for the future the
Expence and Fatigue of fuch a Voyage Abroad, as
well as the Torture and Hazard of a Salivation at
Home, offers his Endeavours to convince them of
¢ the Reafonablenels and Efhcacy of this new Method,
“ and at the fame Time to fhew them, that it is as cf-
feGual in England as in France, Change of Climate
making no Change at all in the Virtues of Mercury,
¢ The Perfon who now makes this Offer, was once ag
“ much
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Phyfician in London.

"much prejudiced again{’c‘this Method of Cure, asany

Phyfician or Surgeon can poflibly be at prefent, and
had in all Probability ftill continued fo, had he not
been convinced by ocular Demonftration, having
made a Journey on Purpofe to Montpellier, where he
was an Eye-witnefs of nigh twenty Cures perform’d
this way by Mr. C axcov~Eav, Chancellor of that
Univerfity, and other Profeflors of Phyfick there ;
and fince his Return from thence, having found by
feveral furprizing Cures effected here, even after Sa-
livation had prov’d ineffetual, that this moft excel-
lent Method is altogether as efficacious at London as
at Montpellier, he thought himfelf oblig’d to publifh
it for the publick Good ; hoping it will not be the
lefs efteem’d, becaufe communicated to the World
after this Manner, nor he himf{elf cenfur'd as a Quack:
or Impoftor, for his Endeavours to contribute to the
Fafe and Safety of Mankind.

« W nosver has a Mind to fpeak with the Perlon
above-mention’d, is defird to fend, or leave a Note
at Mr. Howso ~’sa Stationer, at the Rofe and Crown
over againft Exeter-Change in the Strand, mentioning
Time and Place, and always giving at leaft a2 Day’s
Notice before-hand.

N. B. “ Tuis Method has been found effeftual, not
only in Venereal, but likewife in many other obiti~
nate and inveterate Cafes, even where Salivation had
fail’d ; and is fo very ealy to the Patient, that ’tis
become a common Praltice in France, particularly in
the Southern Parts of .it, for all young Gentlemen,
who have meddled with common Women, tho’ in
Appearance they never receiv’d the leaft Damage,
yet always for Safety’s Sake, to undergo this Opera-
tion a little before they Mairy.

T u1s, like other Advertifements that promife a Gure

in all Venereal Cafes, you at firft imagin’d to be nothing
but Quackery and Impofture; however, your uncom-

“ mon
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mon Curiofity carry’d you fo far, as to fend it me as far
as Montpellier, defiring my Opinion of it ;" and at the
fame Time, if there was any real Foundation and Truth
in what was there faid of fuch a new Method, that I
wou'd make an exa& Enquiry into it, and oblige you
with a fuller and more particular Account of it at my
Leifure. Asto what is afferted in that Advertifement,
relating to the Manner and Excellency of this new Pra-
ctice, you may remember, Sir, I acquainted you at that
Time, that there was nothing but what was very mo-
deft, and far below the Truth; and fince my Arrival at
London, 1have, upon Enquiry, found that the Author
of it is fo far from being an ignorant Quack, as you
imagin’d, that he isa graduate Phyfician, and a Perfon
of Learning, Probity and Experience, who refided fe-
veral Months at Montpellier, on purpofe to be thorough-
ly acquainted with this new Method, by which he has
effeted a great many extraordinary Gures fince his Re-
turn to London.

As to the Reafon why this new Way of Curing the
Venercal Difeafe, is call'd the Montpellier Praétice, ’tis
becaufe it was firft try’d and introduc’d there by
Mr. Cuicovneav, the Chancellor, and other Profeffors
of Phyfick in that Place. The faid Mr, CaicovnEeau,
and Mr. Dip1er, one of the Profeffors, have both writ-
ten on the Subjeét. Mr. Curcoyneav’s Book was tran-
{lated into Eng/ifb, and illuftrated with fome Notes and
Obfervations by Dr. Wirrovensy, and is entitled, The
Pratlice of Solivation [hewn to be of no lfe or Efficacy
in the Cure of the Venereal Difeafe,” but greatly prejudi-
ctal o ity e, To ruat therefore I might very well
refer you, Sir, for full Satisfa@tion in this Matter; but
fince you have laid your Commands upon me, be pleas’d
to accept of the following Account.

My Stay at Monipellier was very nigh cight Months,

“in which time, according to the beft Information I cou’d

get, fifty feven Perfons were cur'd of this modifh Diftem-
per,
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per, after the Manner in ufe there ; I was an Eye-Wit-
- nefs of fifteen, feven of which were Englifh, whomI vi-
fited conftantly four or five Times a Week with fome
of the Profeflors there. For I muft inform you, Sir, that
it is not at Montpellier as it is here in Lowdon, where the
Surgeons pretend to engrofs the Cure of this Diftemper
wholly to themfelves,and rafhly throw People into Sali~
vations without the Advice of a Phyfician ; for there no
Surgeon prefumes to carry any Perfon thro’ thisf{afe and
ealy Operation without the Afliftance of a Phyfician to
advife and direct, while he himfelf only performs the
manual Part of Unétion or Rubbing. The Perfons whom
I conftantly attended under this Operation were fome of
them in the moft deplorable Condition that can be ima-
gin’d, and three of them had been {alivated before,
without receiving any Benefit, and yet they were all
perfeitly cur'd by this Method. But beforeI proceed to
give you an Account of the Manner of it, which is no
more than a common Friction or Anointing with a Mer-
curial Unguent, *twill not be improper to {fay fomething
of the Apparatus, or Way of preparing the Patient in
order to undergo the Operation. Now, that is always
at the Judgment of the Phyfician, according to the par-
ticular Exigencies of different Conftitutions, and after
he has examin’d each Perfon’s particular Cafe, and finds
the prefent State of the Patient’s Blood and Habit of
Body to be. Sometimes Blood is order’d to be taken
away once or oftner ; {ometimes the Patient is purg’d,
{ometimes laxative Ptifans, and a thin Diet are pre-
lerib’d ; but frequent Bathing is generally, if not always,
order’d, to foften and relax the Fibres, and render the
Body more perfpirable ; becaufe, if any Evacuation be
neceflary in the Cure of this Diftemper, {0 fubtle a Body
as the Venercal Poifon, and o volatile a Body as Mer-

cury, after it has been fufficiently rarified and circulated .

with the Blood, will be beft carried out of the Body
by the Pores of infenfible Perfpiration.
ArteR

5
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A rrer this Preparation is over, the whole Operation
confifts in nothing more than rubbing the Patient with
a Mercurial Ointment, in fuch Quantities, and at fuch
Intervals of Time as the Phyfician fhall judge proper ;
fometimes at the Diftance of two, fometimes of three,
and fometimes of four Days. As to the Quantity of
Mercury, feldom more than fix Drams, but oftner lefs,
1s fufficient for any Cure. In rubbing, fometimes they
begin with the Soles of the Feet, fometimes with the
Small of the Legs, afcending every Time alittle higher
till they come up to the Knees. There are fome that
order the Arms to be rubb'd, and fome the Thighs.
After any Part has been rubb’d, a Linnen Garment is
provided to be put on it, asSocks for the Feet, Linnen
Stockings for the Legs, &¢. — The Time requir'd for
this Operation is according to the Condition the Patient
18 in, a bad Cafe requiring more time than a {light one,
‘but is generally from three Weeks to five. The Patient
during that Time is confin’d to his Chamber, oblerving
a low and regular Diet, but oftentimes fuffers nothing
more than a little Feverith Heat and Reftlefnefs for a
Day or two, when the Operation is at the Height.

T nus, Sir, after this gentle and ealy Manner is the
moft dreadful and inveterate Pox with all its moft dire-
ful Symptoms perfedtly and radically curd. But here
no doubt, you will be curious to be inform’d whether
or no in this Method of Cure, any great and fenfible
Evacuations, are caus'd by thefe Mercurial Fritions,
and if not, how ’tis poflible a Cure can be effe®ted ? To
this I anfwer, that fometimesa gentle moderate Spitting
will happen, nor is it poflible to prevent it in fome Con-
ftitutions; but then ’tis never carried high, nor encou-
rag’d, ’tis neither troublefome nor dangerous. And as

for any great and fenfible Evacuation, Ican by no means

conceive it neceffary, becaufe the Venereal Poifon is fo
little in Quantity, and of fo {ubtle a Nature, that as it
was receiv’d into the Body by the Pores, 1o I take them

3 to
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to be the beftand propereft Outlets for it, whilft that great
Difcharge of nafty ropy Matter by the Glands of the Throat,
is fo far from contributing towards the Cure, that ’tis rather
an Hindrance and Obftru&ion to it : Becaufe, by that
means, the Mercury efcapes and flies away, before it has
~ fufficiently infinuated and mix’d it felf in the Habit of the
Body. And when it runs off {o faft by the Salival Glands,
and has not Time enough to penetrate into the finer Vei-
fels, and inmoft Recefles of the Body, ’tis impoflible it
fhou’d induce fuch a Change in the Blood and Humours as
is neceflary, or caufe any great and permanent Effe& there ;
and for this Reafon, no doubt it is, that Cures attempted
by the ufual Way of Salivation, are fo often left imper-
fe& and unfinifh’d. For this I will venture to lay down as
a General Rule, that cures in this Diftemper will always be
found to be beft perform’d, when the Mercury is longeft
detain’d in the Body. But becaufe Vencreal Patients are
fometimes obferv’d to grow well after a Salivation, and
that a great Quantity of fetid Matter is always difcharg’d
during the Time of it, therefore fuch an Evacuation is by
many judg’d neceflary ; and the greater the Quantity of
Matter is that the Patient then fpits, and the more noi-
fome its Smell is, the more radicated and virulent is the
Diftemper thought to have been, as well as the more per-
fet and effectual its Cure. But that this is a very great
Miftake will plainly appear from hence; that if two Per-
fons are put into a Salivation at the fame time, the one
vigorous and robuft, of a full Habit of Body, and in per-
fetHealth; the other weak and thin, of a fhatter’d Con-
{titution, emaciated and worn out with Venereal Pleafures,
and the common Confequence of "em, a Venereal Laes ; in
this Cafe, 1 fay, ceteris paribus, that the Saliva of the for-
mer Sound Perfon fhall be as fetid, and its Quantity larger
than that of the Infeéted. And if this be fo, then it plainly
appears that the Evacuation of a great Quantity of fetid
Matter by the Salival Glands, is not the leaft Proof either
that a Perfon is infected with a Venereal Taint, or that

B any
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any Part of the Poifon is difcharg’d that Way. 'Thofe
Perfons are ftrangely ignorant of the Nature of Mercury,
who imagine that it acts chiefly as an Evacuant ; no, its
principal Efficacy and Virtues in this Diftemper are alte-

qative; ‘tis the greateft Deobftruent and Corrector of fharp

corrofive Acidities in the World. *Tis very well known,
that in the {lighteft and loweft Salivation a great many
Pounds of fetid Matter (all which is commonly thought
to be Part of the Venereal Taint) are conftantly dif-
charg’d; whereas I believe the greateft Quantity of Ve-
nereal Poifon that ever any Man receiv’d at one Time
never amounted to a Scruple in Weight. But then, Sir,
you will perhaps fay, that tho’ all that Matter which is
evacuated in a Salivation be not Original Venereal Poi-
fon, yet that ’tis nothing but filthy noxious Humonrs
vitiated and corrupted by that Poifon. But even this
cannot be allow’d ; becaule ’tis very certain that good as
well as bad Juices are evacuated together in a Salivation.
But fuppofing, Sir, what you imagine, that nothing but
corrupt Humours are expell’d out of the Body at {uch a
Time; vyet, if by receiving a moderate Quantity of
Mercury into the Body by Degrees, as in this new Me-
thod, thof¢ corrupt Humours can be {o corrected and
amended, as to become pure and falutary ; you will al-
low, there will be no Neceflity at all to evacuate them.
That this may be done, and actually is fo in this new
Method of Cure, will, I believe appear, if we weigh

a little the Effects of this Venereal Poifon on the Ani-

mal Juices, and at the fame time confider the Virtues
of Mercury, and its Manner of Operation in an human
Body. Now, the Effeét of that Poifon, as well as of
moft others, when it gets into the Blood, cenfifts in
caufing Coagulations, and unnatural Cohefions of the

‘Liquors, from whence arife Obflructions of the Glands;

and when the Lymph has lain for fome time obftructed
there, it contratls an Acrimony, and becomes corrofive ;
frow whence arife Pains, Scabs, Ulcers, &c. But Mer-

cury,
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eury, when mix’d with the Blood, by the Smallnefs of
its Particles, is able to enter into thofe flender Canals,
where the Blood it felf cannot freely pals, and by that
Means {cours all the moft minute Paflages of the Body.
And then by its Force and Weight, it breaks down all
Obftruétions, and opens the impaflable Canals; and by
Virtue of its Weight, and the Smallnefs of its Parts to-
gether, it feours all the Glands of the Body, removes
all vifcid Concretions of Matter that have been lodg'd
upon them, diffolves all unnatural Cohefions of the
Juices, and renders them fluid, active, and ufeful. But
there ftill remains another Property in Mercury, which
compleats its Specifick Virtue in caring this Difeale
without Salivation, and that is its peculiar Power in
deftroying the Acrimony and Corrofivenefs of the Ani-
mal Juices, and confequently of corre&ting all forts of
foul, eroding, and fiftulating Ulcers. This Corrofive-
nefs proceeds, no doubt, from the Pointednefs of the
minute Parts of the ftagnated, putrifying Fluid.  Now
Mercury, where-ever it comes, not only removes all Ob-
ftru&ions, and makes the Veffels paflable by Virtue of
its Weight, but likewife by the fame Power breaks off
and planes the fharp Points and Angles of thole Particles,
and fo renders them harmlefs and innocent.

B this Time, Sir, I perfuade my felf you begin to be
convinc’d that the Antivenereal Virtue of Mercury, or
that Power by which it cures the Venereal Difeafe, is al-
together independent of any Salival Evacuation. But to
put this Matter beyond all future Doubt, I fhall quote an
Authority, which, I am fure, will be of great Weight
with you, as well as with all other Perfons of Learning
and good Underftanding; and that is, the learned Dr.
Curyne, who, in his ingenious New Theory of Fevers,
{peaking of the Operation of Mercurial Medicines, . 120,
&c. has the following Words: ¢ But here it might be
« objetted, [ays e, that the grand Effe& ( as moft Peo-
¢ ple believe ) of mercurial Medicines is Saliyation, and

B2 ¢ that
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“ that really the falivary Glands {ecern more of their
“ Fluids proportionally, than any other Glands of the
““ Body. To this I anfwer:

“ 1. Tuar the principal Effe of Mercury is the at-
“ tenuating the Fluids, the cleari ng the Canals, and the
“ deftroying the Corrofivenefs of the Obftructions ; and
“ that Salivation has no more Title to be the principal
“ Effedt of Mercury, than infenfible’ Perfpiration.

** 2. I is evident that Salivation is not the main Efe

“ fe&t of Mercury, from this, that many Perfons are cur'd
** of very dangerous Poxes, Ulcers and Rheumatifims,
without ever Salivating, at leaft at the ordinary Rate
of Salivation.
*“ 3. Tue Reafon why we feem to fecern more by the
Salivary Glands proportionally, than by any, or moft
** others, is becaude the falivary Glands are more in Nums-
““ ber than any of thofe which feparate vifible Fluids;
“ and confequently it is but reafonable they thou’d fecern
* more than any other, It is true, the Glsuzds of infen-
“ fible Perfpiration are more in Number than thole; and
“ it is not to be doubted but they fecern more likewife ;
“ and it will be found 1o, whenever the Thing is exa-
“ min’d after Santtorias’s Method ; but that Secretion
*“ not being vifible, makes the Matter doubted.

Lt appears from this Author, befides what I quoted
him to prove, that upon Mercury’s being mix’d with the
Blood, the cuticular Difcharge by the Pores of infenfible
Perfpiration, is increas’'d in Proportion to the falival Eva-
cuation by the Glands of the Throat. I do not thercfore
pofitively affirm, Sir, that in a Salivation no part of the
Venereal Poifon whatever is carry’d out of the Body in
the Sa/iva; all 1 contend for is, that a falival Evacuation
is not neceflary to the Cure of this Diftemper; and that
the Montpellier Method of curing 'it, by rubbing a lef
Quantity of Mercury into the Body, and at greater In-
tervals of Time, is in every Relpe&t preferable to it; but
more particularly, as it is a much more certain, eafy, and

il
44

(44

Jafe way of Cure. 3 I
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I~ the firft Place, I believe, the moft zealous Advo-
cates and Sticklers for Salivating in the Venereal Difeafe,
will allow that Salivations have often- fail’d ; nay, that
many Perfons have undergone that dreadful Operation
twice, nay even thrice, and yet have not found an effeGtual
Cure: Whereas upon the ftricteft Enquiry I was able to
make at Montpellier, among many Hundreds who had
been treated after this new way, 1 cow’d not find that any
one Perfon, whofe Cafe was truly Venereal, had mifs’d a
perfe& Cure. I have fince made the fame Enquiry at
Paris, and even here in Loudor, and cannot yet find that
it has ever fail’d; and that it has often cur’d, after Sali-
vations have fail’d, is a moft certain-and undoubted
Truth. If] Sir, you fthou’d be furpriz’d, and wonder how
’tis poflible that this new Method fhou’d be more effectual
than the common one by Salivation, fince in both Cafes:
the Cure feems to be owing to the fame Caufe, that is,
the mechanical Powers of Mercury ; and that the only
Difference between them is, that in this new way, a Jefs
Quantity of Mercury is fent into the Body, and at a
greater Interval of Time; whereas in the common way
of raifing a Salivation by U%ﬂ a greater Quantity of
Mercury is thrown into the B8dy in lefs Time, and con-
fequently that a greater and more permanent Effect ought
to be expected from it; what I have to 11}! is this, That
when a confiderable (@mtlty of Mercury is thrown into
the Blood in a fhort Time, it will not in this Cafe be fo
capable of rarefying and dlffuﬁm:r, it felf gradually and
unitormly through all the Parts of Body, as when it is
admitted into it flowly, and in fmall Quantities: For the
fudden Rarefaction, and extreme Volatility of the Mer-
cury, occafion’d by the natural Heat of the Body, will
determine its principal Force and Efficacy upwards ; that
is, it will aicend in a ftrong plentiful Steam or Vapour to
the Head, and be thrown off by the falival Glauds, be-
fore it has had fufficient Time to mix and circulate with
the Blood and Lymph, in all the flender minute Vefiels,

and
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and there induce that Change and Alteration in the ani-
mal Fluids, which it wou’d neceffarily have effeéted, if
it had continued in the Body a longer Time. And this,
Sir, 1 take to be the true Reafon why Salivations {o of-
ten fail; and why this new Method is fo certain and ef-
fetual. And if this way of curing the Venereal Difeafe
be more certain, I am perfuaded there is no Body but
will allow that it is infinitely more eafy than the com-
mon way by Salivation. All that the Patient under-
goces or fuffers, when treated after this new Manner, is
only, as I told you before, a little flight feverith Heat
and Uneafinefs, perhaps for two, or three Days at moft,
and fometimes a gentle moderate Spitting, attended with
lictle or no Pain at all. But what is this in Comparifon
to what every Perfon fuffers that goes throngh a Saliva=
tion ? To thofe that have feen or undergone one themfeclves,
I need fay but very little; but to thofe that have not,
’tis certainly a Sight very horrid and fhocking to behold.
To have the Head fwell’d to more than twice its natural
Size, the Eyesready to burft and fly out of it, the Teeth
all loofe, and juft dropping out of their Sockets, befides
a want of due Reft and Nourifhment for Weeks toge-
ther, and all that Time to do nothing but drivel out a
fetid filthy Matter, that renders a Perfon naufeous to
himielf; and to all that come near him, is certainly a
Condition no one would come into without the utmoft
and very laft Neceffity; and yet all that T have faid

comes vaftly thort, and is but a very flight and imperfect

Reprefentation of what is conftantly feen and fuffer’d in
every Salivation. So that I may with the utmoft Truth
affirm; that ’tis much better and eafier, and what every
Man in his Senfes wou’d fooner chufe, to go thorough
a Cure after this new Manner twenty Timcs, than to
undergo the Pain and Torture of one Salivation. Nay,
{o very little is the Trouble or Uneafinefs of it thought
to be where it is commonly pra&is’d, that is to fay, in
the Southern Parts of Franmce, that ’tis undertaken with

the
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the fame Unconcern as we here take a Vomit, a Purge,
or a little Blood away. And by Reafon of its Eafinefs
as well as Bafety, 'tis grown fo familiar there, that no
young Gentleman, who fufpects himfelf to have con-
tracted the leaft Venercal Taint, or who has once con-
vers'd with a common Woman, ever thinks of entring
into the Srate of Matrimony, nor will the Relations on
the Bride’s Side fuffer it to be confummated, before he
has gone through this Operation, to cleanfe his Body
from all poflible Remains of it ; which might otherwife
perhaps lie lurking there many Years, and breaking out
at laft, utterly ruin his Wife’s Conftitution, as well as
tranimit Rottennefs to Pofterity.

From hence, Sir, it appears, that this new Pra&ice
has both Certainty, Eafe and Safety, to recommend it
above the common way by Salivation, or any other way
yet difcoverd. Not one Inftance, I believe, can be gi-
ven of any Perfon that ever mifcarry’d under it, or whofe
Conftitution has {uffer’d by it. But the fame cannot be
{faid of Balivations, becaufe ’tis notorious to all the
World, that great Numbers die yearly under em ; and
_-that numberlefs Conftitutions have been, and always will
be, ruin’d by them. But as I am endeavouring to in-
troduce a new Practice in Oppofition to Salivation, and
may therefore be fufpedted of Partiality in what T fhall
fay my felf; in order to fhew the Danger and ill Confe-
querices of throwing a great Quantity of Mercury into the
Blood in a fhort {pace of Time, o as to raife a Salivati-
on, as well as the great Advantages arifing from a pru-
dent and moderate Ufe of it according to this new Me-
thod, I fhall rather chufe to let another Perfon {peak for
me ; and that is the learned Dr.More an, in his Phil-
Jopkical Principles of Medicine, p. 420. “ When a Sub-
“ ftance, fays be, of fuch Force and Efficacy as Mercury
“ is thrown fuddenly in great Quantities, and with Vio-
¢ lence upon any of the Glands, it muft needs be ex-
¢ tremely hurtful and mifchievous: For, in this Cafe,

“ the
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 the fudden Rarefaétion, expanfive Force, and violent
¢ Efforts of the Mercury, rous’d and excited into A&ion
¢ by the natural Heat, muft overftretch the nervous
¢ Fibrille, fulpend their A&ion, and quite break, dif-
¢ folve and deftroy the natural Struture and Conforma-
 tion of the Parts; and the Struture and Organization
“ of the Solids being thus broken and deftroy’d, the
¢ Fluids muft ftagnate, corrupt and putrify , and the
Obftructions hecome inveterate and incurable.

“ Hewnce it is that they who have been too feverely
¢ treated with Mercury in the Lues venerea, are very
“ often made more deplorable Vi&tims to the Fury of
¢“ the Medicine, than to that of the Difeafe; and a Di-
¢ ftemper which fcarce defetves a Cure, is rende r’dun-
“ capable of any. I kow that the unhappy in this Cafe
‘ are generally impatient of Delay, and eager for a fpee-
¢ dy Cure; but the Event feldom anfwers their Expe-
¢ &ations, and a little prefent hafty Relief is for the
““ moft part follow’d with a long Train of hopelefs and
¢ remedilefs Evils, which might have been prevented
“ by a more rational and deliberate Method.

A np Pag. 426, after having thew’d the many and fin-
gular Virtues of Mercury, and that it is no ways hurtful
to the Nerves, he proceeds thus; ‘¢ I defire it may be
¢ here obferv’d, that what 1 have faid of Mercury, as
“ one of the moft effeGtual and powerful Deobftruents,
“ is to be underftood as abftraéted from Salivation, or
€ any fuch way of giving it, as to promote any great,
‘“ fenfible, or violent Evacuation. For where Mercury
“ is thus given, it muft neceds break , diffolve, and de-
“ ftroy the natural Texture and Conftitution of the So-
¢ lids, and glandular Organs upon which it happens to
“ be precipitated, and thrown with fuch Violence ; and
¢ the elaftick Motive Fibrille, having thus loft their na-
¢ tural Force and proper A&ion, any Lodgment of vif-
¢“ cid obftructing Matter upon fuch Glands for the future,
¢ muft be fix’d there without Remedy, and the Obftru-

“ ¢&ion
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“ @ion become incurable. And hence it is that they
¢¢ who have been injudicioufly treated with Mercury by
¢ oo ftrong and violent Salivations, are often reduc’d to
<« the moft deplorable Circumftances, and put out of all
¢« the Hopes and Poffibility of a Cure by any other Me-
¢ thod.

« T xnow it will be urg’d by fome, that Salivation in
“ an high Degree is neceffary to the Cureof the Venereal
¢ Difeafe, where it is once ftrongly or decply fix’d. But
¢ fuch is my Incredulity and Diffidence, that I am very
¢ apt to queftion the Truth of this in Faét; and I only
¢¢ defire thofe, who have any great Experience in this
« Cafe, to tell us faithfully whether they have ever known
¢ a2 good Cure wrought by a high Salivation upon fuch as
¢ have been much affli¢ted with hypochondriacal and hy-
« frerical Diforders ; and whether the Succefs has not fail’d
¢ in Proportion to the Strength of the Salivation, and the
« QOverftietch of the obftruéted convulfed Glands? But
¢ this, I think, is certain, that the greater the Obftru-
« &ion of the Glands is, and the more they are tumety’d,
« diftended and ftimulated, the lefs capable will they be
« of any violently imprefs’d Force of Mercury, and the
¢« more neceffary will it be to do the Work with more
« Moderation, and in longer Time.”

T o what I have already cited, give me Leave, Sir, to
add a few Lines from the ingenious Dr. Quincy, in his
Effay on Venereal Difeafes, fubjoin'd to his Explanation
of Santtorius’s Aphorifms, Pag. 463. * The common
« Methods of Salivation, [ays be, and rough Catharticks,
¢« do not only fail of Cure, but alfo occafion great
¢ Mifchitfs; becaufe they rob the Conftitution of its
« beft Defence againft the Diftemper, a foft balfamick
¢« Blood, and leave it afterwards much more expos'd to
a mercilefs Tormentor, whence infallibly alfo comes on.
“ an incurable Heéick.” |

W u 4+ thefe excellent Authors have faid is {o ftrong,
full, and convincing, that tho” I cou’d produce the Opini-
ons of f{everal of the beft and moft learned Writers in;
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Phyfick to the fime Purpofe, yet 1 fhall trouble you with
no more Quotations, but leave the whole Strefs and ITie
of the Difpute between this new Method of Cure, and
the old one by Salivation, on their Evidence; and pro-
ceed to acquaint you, Sir, in what other Difeafes, be-

“fides the Venereal, this Practice has been found fuccefsfu,

In all Foulnefies and Obftruéions of the Glands,' in all
Lentors and Vifcidities of the Blood and Humours, in all
inveterate Pains of the Joints and Limbs, in all Scabs,
Blotches, Ulcers, and Diftempers of the Skin, in il Cao
chexies or ill Habits of Body, in the Scurvey, Rheuma-
tifm, and often in the Sciatica, and King’sEvil, it has
been found the only effe@tual Cure in the World: And
in many other Cafes in which it has been try’d, and has
not fucceeded fo effeCtually, this however may be faid in
its Commendation, that where it has not done much
Good, it has however never done the leaft Harm; and may

therefore in all Cafes be very juftly call'd fafe Pragiice.
Bur here perhaps fome one may object ugainft the ex<
ternal Ufe of Mercury, and affirm, that ill Confequences
have fometimes arifen from it ; and may at the fame Time
demand, whether the Mercury which is rubb’d into the'
Bedy does not always remain in it; and if not, whick way
it is difcharg’d out 'of it, when no Salivation enfires ¥
"Tis very well known that Mercuary is made ufe of to raife
Salivations outwardly apply’d in Un&ion, as well as in<
wardly taken; and that ill Confequences have fometimes
arifen fram it, when us'd both thefe ways, ' T make no
Doubt; but then thofe ill Effed@s have always proceeded,
not from the sight Ufe, but from the Abufe of j¢ ; either
for want of giving it with Judgment and Diferetion, or'
clfe becande it was mot rightly’ prepard.  If too great’
a Quantity of it be either taken in wardly, or rubbd in
by Unétion in too fhort a Time, as is generally done in rai-
fing a Salivation, ’twill for the moft part do more Harm
thamGood ; becaufe in fuchaCafe, it Life be not always
in apparent Danger, the Conflitution certainly is.  And
whcre it is thrown into the Body by Friétion, if the Oint-
2 ment
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ment be not rightly prepar’d, as it often happens in coms
mon mercurial Unguents, Plaifters, Girdles, &¢. ill Ef-
fects mudt neceflarily and unavoidably follow. But where,
in preparing the Ointment, the mercurial Globules are

fufliciently divided, comminuted, and feparated from.

each other; in fuch a Calg, there is no doubt but it may
be as fafely us’d, and with better Effect, than if inwardly
taken. For when it is fo prepar'd, its fine and volatile
Particles will not fail to mix and circulate with the Blood
and Juices wherever they go; but where the Circulation
happens to be broken off, the Mercury, whether inward-
ly taken, or outwardly apply’d, muft of Neceflity ftop.
As to the latter part of the Objection, in which ’tis ap-
prehended, that the Mercury which is for¢’d into the Bo-
dy by Fri¢tion, will alwaysremain there,and confequently
produce bad Effects, unlefs it be carry’d off by a Salivation ;
this L am fure will be of no Weight atall with you, Sir, who
perfectly underfland the Animal Oceconomy,and know very
well that as muchiat leaft, if not more, iscarry’d out of the
Body every Day by infenfible Per{piration, than by all the
fenfible Evacuations put together. But to thofe who are
ignorant of this, my Anfwer is, that there is more Danger
in this new Method of Cure, that the Mercury fhou’d fly
off too faft,and leave the Body too foon, before it has pro-
duc’d the defir'd Effe¢t on the Blood and Juices, than that
it fhou’d remain too long in the Body, and be attended
with any ill Confequences. For when the Mercury has for
fome "Time circulated with the Blood, fince ’tis impoflible
to be aflimilated with it, Nature wou’d not fail to exert
her felf in order to expel it, if it was neceffary 3 but as it
is in {elf of {o volatile a Nature, efpecially after being ra-
refy’d by, the Heat of the Body, ’tis impoffible it fhou’d be
long retain’d in it 5 but it flics out of it with Speed at every
excretory Organ.  So that fome Part of it, when there is a

Spitting, may poflibly be carry’d off by the Salival Glands,

{ome by the Glands of the Inteftincs, fome by the Kidneys,
but the far greateft Part, no doubt, flies off by the Pores of
infenfible Perfpiration. As it was at firflt rec:iy’d into the

C 2 Body
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Body by the Pores, {0 they feem to be the propereft Out-
let for {0 volatile a Body as Mercury,as well as for {o fubtle
a Body as the Venercal Poifon.  And that a vaft Quantity
of Mercury is thrown out off the Body that Way, is evi-
dent from hence, that Gold Rings on Perfons Fingers un-
aer aSalivation are often colourd white by the Mercurial
Efflavia that exhale from their Bodies at that Time.
Trere is but one other Obje&tion, Sir, which I
know ever has, or, I think, poffibly can be made againft
this New Method of Cure, and that is, that notwith-
ftanding it has fucceeded very well in France, yet that
perhaps it may not prove {o effectual here in England.
But to this I hope to give a very full and fatisfacory
Anfwer. 'In the firft place then, I prefume, it will be
allow’d me, that the natural Properties of Mercury are
the fame in both Kingdoms, that ’tis both as heavy
and as volatile in England as in France ; and I have be-
fore fhew’d, that ’tis by Virtue of its Mechanical Powers,
and not by any great and f{enfible Evacuations that
arc fometimes caus’d by it, that ’tis a Specifick in
Venereal Cafes. If Mercury be as effectval in Englond
to remove Obftructions, diffolve unnatural Cohefions,
correct the Acidities, and deftroy the Corrofivenefs of”
the Blood and Juices, as it is in France, then I am fure
it will as effectually cure all Kind of Venereal Diforders
in England as in France. 1f it be wurg’d, that the Cli-
mate of Frauce is hotter than that of Exgland, and con-
fequently the inienfible Perfpiration there greater than
here with us; } know no Advantage at all that can arife
from thence, but perhaps the contrary ; that by means
of a greater Perfpiration, the Mereurial Efffzvia may fly
off too faft, before they have effeted a fufficient Al-
teration and Change in the Blood and Fluids. And
ruaT perhaps is one Reafon at leaft, why the Phyfi-
cians at Moutpellicr never put any Perfen under this
Operation in the hotter Months of the Year. And who-
ever cenfiders that more than two Pounds of fuch grofs
Subitances as we daily cat and drink, are conftantly car-

ry'd
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ry’d off by infenfible Perfpiration in four and twenty
Hours, will be in no Pain at all for fear left an Ounce
of fo volatile a Body as Mu»::ur}, and {o_fubtle a Body
as the Venereal Poifon, which is more than both put
together amount to in W’Lifrht, fhou’d not be tranipird
or carry’d out of the Body in almoft as many Da}rs For
the aétual Venereal Taint, if we may juldge of it from
its Manner of Communication and Operation, is 10
very fubtle, that on Account of its Quantity ’tis of no
Confequence at all ; but only from its mifchievous Ef-
fe&s on the Blood and Humours. And the Mercury,
when its Particles are fufficiently broken and {eparated
from each other in preparing the Unguent, and ’tis after-
wards rarefy’d by the natural Heat, becomes fo very
Volatile, that it often flies off too foon, but never
remains fo long in the Body as to produce any ill Ef-
fet. If this Way of Reafoning will not fatisfy, I
muft appeal to Fadts, againft which there is no difpu-

tingg Dr. WiLroveuny, in his Notes and Obferva-

tions on Mr. Cu1covx~eav’s Book, gives an Account
of two or three Cafes, of which he had then been an
Eye-Witnefs here in England, where the Cure was ef-
fe@ted after this Manner by Mercurial Friftions, with-
out occafioning the leaft Salivation. The Author of the
Advertifement you fent me to Montpellier, which is
printed in the Beginning of this Letter, has perform’d
a great Number of Cures here in Town after the fame
Manner ; and there is a French Surgeon here at prelent
who has likewife perform’d fome ; but for want of Judg-
ment, or the Advice of a skilful Phyﬁcmn he has like-
wife committed fome Blunders. As for my own Part, 1
was refolv’d to make feveral Trials my felf hE:ﬁ.'.}l"L I
wrote to you; in A1 which, T affure you, I have fuc~
ceeded even beyond my E}{pﬂ&‘&t’fﬁr}.

Tuvus, Sir, have 1 given you a fhort, but true Ac-
count of the hwﬂjaﬁm" or new Praétice in Curing the
Venereal Difeafe, and all its moft direful Attendants 3,

I have likewile bmﬂy fhewn its Excellency and Pretc-
rablenels

2T
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rablencfs in every Refpeé to all other Methods yet dif-
coverd ; more particularly, as it is the moft certain,
eafy, and fafe Way of Cure yet known. At the famec
time, 1 think, T have fufficiently demonftrated the In-
cficacy, Danger, and ill Confequences of the common
Way by Salivation, not from my own Reafoning only,
but from great and unqueftionable Authorities : I have
in fome Meafure endeavourd to ‘explain how Mercury
operates, and effedts {0 certain a Cure in this Diftemper
when difcrectly manag’d, and have fhewn that ’tis
chiefly, if not wholly owing to the Change and Alte-

ration that is made in the Blood and Humours by the

Weight and Volatility of the Mercurial Particles, and
not to any great and fenfible Evacuations that are {ome-
times occafion’d by it. I have acquainted you in what
other Difeafes, befides the Venereal, this new Pradice
has beeh found fuccefsful, and have anfwerd all the
Objections, I ever heard were, or, think, can poflibly,
be made againft it; and laftly, T have confirm’d jts
Ufefulnels and Succefs here in England by Fads not to
be difputed. So that whilft I have been dilcharging my
felf of a particular Obligation to you, I hope, I have
at the fame time done fomething for the general Good.
For I can fcarce perfuade my felf that any Perfon in his
right Senfcs will for the future go as far as Mont pellier
for a Cure, which he may be fure of finding here at
home ; or undergo the Torture and Danger of a Saliva-
tion, when he can meet with a more effectual, fafe, and
ealy Cure without it. Shou’d this excellent Method
once prevail here, as there is all imaginable Reafon to
believe it will, "twou’d in a very fhort Time fave many
Thoufands of his Majefty’s Subje@s ; and allow me on
this Occafion, the Vanity to affure you, that I haye
alrcady fav’d one of the moft valuable Lives in Eugland
by it. Nay, fhou’d it once become univerfal, ’twou’d
be the utter Downfal of all that profligate Tribe, who
plague Mankind with their pretended Cures of this Di-
ftemper, from Dr. Mi—si~x down to Dr. C—u.

Ir
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T you thou'd ask me, Sir, how it comes to pafs, that
a Mcthod which carries every Recommendation in the
World along with it, fhoud not be more generally pra-
&is'd ; I can only fay, that one principal Reafon T take
to be, becaufe it is not generally kaown. I have
difcours’d with feveral Phyficians here about it, who
feem moft of ’em entirely uniacquainted with it; and the
moft Learned among them who approve of it, fay, that it
does not lie direétly in their Way,and that they have very.
few Opportunities of making fuch Trials. The Meaning
of which is, that thro’ an ill Cuftom that has, T don’t
know how, prevail’d here, ’tis reckon’d difteputable for
a Phyfician {o much as to give his Advice, or any way.
concern himfelf in Venereal Cafes; and to do fo, is
enough to ruin him in his other Pra&ice. 8o that the’
Surgeons are, in a manner, the only Adyifers and Practi-
tioners in fuch Cafes; and they fay Salivation is what they
were bred to, what they have always pra&is’d, and what
they will always ftand by'; nor will they by any Means
whatever be prevail’d on to admit of a new Frepch Me-
thod to cure an old French Difeafe. How good and juft 2
Way of Reuafoning theirs is, T jcave you to judge, Sir.
But yet this is to be faid for ‘em, that how painful and’
dangerous {oever a Cure by Salivation may be to the Pa-’
trent ; yet {o plain, ealy, and obvious is the Way of rai-’
fing it, that even Apothecaries Boys, and Surgeons Ap-
prentices are not afraid to undertake it; with what Suc-.
cefs, I will hot fay. But “tis quite etherwife at Mintpellier,
as1 told you before, where the Surgeon only performs the
Manual Part of Rubbing, while one of the Profeflors con-
ftantly ftands by toadvife and dirett ;' and indeed they arc
well paid for theirAttendances an Englifh Gentleman fel-
dom or never ¢coming off there for lefs than Eight hundred
or a thoufand Livres, and generally a handiome Prefent
to the Phyfician befides.

Bur to do Juftice to our London Surgeons, you muft
excule me, Sir, if I cannot entirely agree with you, that«
‘us wholly-owing to their Forwardae(s and Prefumption

j38 "

=y

23



24

A LetrTER from, &cC.

in undertaking the Cure of this Diftemper themfelves with-
out any better Advice, that we meet with {fo many im-
perfect Cures, and {o many broken Conftitutions ; no, there
are two Opinions, with necither of which I can by any
Means agree, that have much contributed to the fame
End; the firft is, that of {fome over-nice and {crupulous
Gentlemen of the Faculty, who belicve that all the Con-
fequences and direful Effeéts of this Difeafe are no more
than the juft Reward of it, and that they who fuffer under
it, ought not to receive any Help or Afliftance whatever;
the other more general and prevailing Opinion is, what L
juft now mention’d, that ’tis difhonourable fora Phyfician
of Note and Charaéter any way to concern himfielf in the
Cure of it ; o that the Unhappy in thefe Circumitances
are in a manner forc’d to put themfelves under the Care of
Surgeons, or elfe fall into worfe Hands. But, for my own
part, I think it fo far from being a Difhonour, that 1
have always thought it a Duty, and fhall always think {o,
to affift the Unbappy in every State and Condition of Life,
and to leave it to Heaven alone to punifh in the nex?
World, the Crimes and Offences committed in #his.

I~ a word, Sir, if the Publick fhall happen to receive
any Benefit and Advantage from what I have written con-
cerning this New Mecthod of Cure, as 1 flatter my felf it
will, the Merit will be chiefly yours, whoic Requeft laid
me under an Obligation of obeying you in the beft Man-
ner I was able; fince upon fo many Accounts you have a
Right to command every Thing in the Power ofy

S IR,
Your mofi Oblig’d, and

Mof} Obedient Servant,

Orange-ffreer, near Leicefler- RE . '
Fields, Dec, 10. 1729 R. B R O W N.
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