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fupported of a judicious, can-
did, and honourable Praéh-
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defirous of add}cmng thls De-
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1s, my defire of offering you
every poflible mark of refpect.

I am, Sir, .

.. Your moft dutiful Son,

- Jory ANDREE, Ju.

Carey-Streei,
- Nov.1773Gs
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HE enfuing Obfervations on the Vene-

: real Difeafe, are publifhed with “the
defign of obviating a complaint, made by
many Students in Surgery, and fome : dthers
of the Profeflion, of the want of a treatife
on the prefent method of ‘curing this diféafe
in London, in private pra&ice: for they affert
(and with truth) that the method practifed in
Hofpitals, of falivating for the cure of moft
venereal diforders, cannot be adopted in pri-
vate, as very few patients would fubmit to fo
fevere a mercurial courfe, unlefs for the cure

of the worft ftate of the difeafe.

I have endeavoured to render this Work as

concife as poflible, and have thercfore de-
ignedly
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OBSERVATIONS

O NS THE

VENEREAL DISEASE.

HE method of curing the Venereal Dif-

eafe, has been as much improved within

the laft forty years, as that of any other, ex-
cepting the Small Pox. This is known by
the obfervations of thofe who have been fo long
acquainted” with Surgery in London, and by
drawing a comparifon between the moft fkilful
- modes of cure now ufed, and thofe recom-
mended by the late Dr. Daniel Turner, in his
Sypbilis 5 by which it will appear, that the
dofes of mercury then given were full double
in quantity to thofe now ufed; that falivation,
draftic purges, or mercurial emetics, and con-
finement to a warm room, were ufually thought
neceflary for the cure of every {ymptom of the
difeafe, excepting the gonorrheea; and withal,
that the cures were not performed in lefs time

than by the methods now in ufe.
B The
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The time of the firft appearance of the dif-
eafe in this country, has generally been made
a matter of doubt ; nor have the opinions of
writers concerning its origination been more
confiftent.

That its origin is of a very ancient date, is
known from the teftimony of various authors ;
and in the original manufcript of the'ancient
cuftomary of the diocefe of Winchefter, for
the good order of the public ftews, or brothels,
in the reign of Henry the Sixth, which is
about three hundred years ago, the difeafe 1s
fpoken of as a common, and not a new one.
In fact, the difeafe being a poifon fui generis,
and generated in the human body, it muft be
very difficult to fix the time when it firft ap-
peared in this ifland, or to afcertain its primary
caufe; and on this principle it feems unne-
ceffary to feek for the date of its importation
from a foreign country, as it is probably an
original difeafe of this, as well as of many
other parts of the world. That it is generated
‘in the human body, can fcarcely be doubted ;
for there is no reafon to believe, that it could
have been received from any mineral or vege-
table {ubftances, nor from any other animal,
as we do not know that any creature befides
mankind is fubje tg it: a dog cannot be in-

felted
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feted with it; for experiments have been made
to prove this, by applying venereal matter to
wounds, and to their genitals, which never
produced any effefts at all like the venereal
diforder. The caufe and crigin of feveral other
contagious difeafcs, formed in, and peculiar to,
the. human body, appear equally extraordinary
and unintelligible: but there is great reafon
to fuppofc that this difeafe is not coéval with
mankind; becaufe, if it had exifted for many
centuries before the fpecific for its cure was
known, it is poflible that the human race
would have been nearly exterminated by it
in thofe countries where it had raged.

Previous to the enfuing obfervations upon
the theory and cure of this difeafe, it may be,
perhaps, thought neceflary to give a few out-
lines of its hiftory in this country. At its
firft appearance, it was regarded as a fpecies
of plague: the infected were debarred the ufual
intercourfe with the reft of mankind (the dif-
eafe being fuppofed to be contagious in every
mode of contact) : they received no farther
affiftance from the healing art than a palliation
of the fymptoms of the diforder by topical ap-
plications, and copilous evacuations by venz-
fection, purgative, diuretic, and fudorific medi-
cines. Afterwards guaiacum, farfaparilla, and

B2 other
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other medicines of the fame kind, were pre-
fcribed as antidotes for the cure of this difeafe ;
and by thefe remedies its fymptoms were ufu-
ally pallmted The external and internal ufe
of mercury was next mtrnduc-:d into praé’clce,
as the only fpecific for its cure ; but afterwards
got into difrepute, on account of the enormous
quantity which was thought needful to effect
a proper cure, being often, b}* the violence of
its aGion on the conftitution, fatal to the pa-
tient; and frequently leaving the conftitution
fo debilitated, as never to recover its former
vigour. | '
Since the fifteenth century, when it was
difcovered that mercury was a certain antidote,
and the only medicine which could be relied
on for the cure of this difeafe, various theories
and modes of cure have been, at different
times, almoft univerfally adopted and pra@ifed
in England : moft of which are not fo judi-—
cious as thofe ufed by our anceftors ; for Am-
brofe Parey, a fenfible Writer, and fkilful Sur-
geon, in his Treatife on Surgery, publithed
in 1579, has better ideas on the theory and
cure of the Venereal Difeafe, than many authors

who have written on it fince that time.
~ The Venereal Diforder has been ufually di-
vided into, the firft infeCtion, or the gonor-
| ; | rheea 3
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rhea; and the fecond, or confirmed. lues ve-
nerea. ‘This theory appears to me to be too
general ; for the fecond ftage will certainly
admit of a divifion into two diftin& and dif-
ferent ftates: therefore the following theory
of the difeafe feems to be more confiftent with
its fymptoms, and to cnn?ey a more critical
idea of its ftages; which is th15+—1}3§£¢ are
~three I’cates of the diforder : the firft is the Go-
norrhcea, and its effects ; the fecond, Chancre,
its immediate confequences, and fome other
fymptoms : the third is the confirmed, or con-
ftitutional Lues Venerea; for the difeafe can-
not be properly fo called, excepting in that
ftate when the fymptoms feem to be caufed
by the altion of venereal virus, generated in
the patient’s body.

' Haﬁing treated on the gonorrheea, and its
effects, in an Effay on that fubje&, publithed
in 1776,* I proceed to the fecond ftage of the
difeafe. 'This, in its moft common fiate, is
clearly a local diforder ; for it is a venereal
ulcer, caufed by the application of venereal
matter to the part affeted; whlch fore is called
a Chancre. |

A Chan-

* Which may be had where this book is fold.
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A Chancre is an eroding ulcer : it ufually
begins from a minute inflamed f{pot, much
refembling a part which has been burnt by a
fpark of fire. = Within the fpace of one week
after this appearance, the centre of the inflam-
mation ulcerates. The part on which the
ulcer is feated is always hardened; which hard-
nefs diftinctly feparates the difeafed from the
found part. From this time, the ulcer and
furrounding hardne(s continue to enlarge, till
mercury is given, or proper remedics are ap-
plied to the part. A chancre, from the time
of its origin till it is in a healing ftate, has a
peculiar appearance, different from that of any
other {ore, and fuch a one as cannot be learnt
by any words; but whoever attentively exa-
mines fuch fores, and properly remarks the
difference between them and fuch as are not
venereal, will feldom be deceived in prognofti-
cating upon them. The colour of a chancre
is a pale-red, fometimes inclining to a cream
colour; but thxa, in different cafes, varies from
a deep-red toadingy-cream colour; and, if exa-
mined through a magnifying-glafs, will be feen
to be ftudded over with numerous {mall hil-
locks of fleth. The furrounding difeafed part
is moft commonly {welled in a circular form,
which fometimes is not raifed higher than the
found
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found part, but is always hardened, as may be
perceived by gently prefling the part between
the finger and thumb : this part, in fome
cafes, is red and inflamed ; in others, it retains
its natural colour; but, in general, it has a
flight tinge of a dufky-red. Thefe are the
common appearances in chancres upon the
penis of men, or pudenda of women.

The parts on which they ufually happen are
the glans penis, the corona g]ﬂndis, the pre-
puce, the frenum, the fkin of the penis; the
outer and inner labia pudenda, the clitoris and
its prepuce, and fometimes the vagina, in wo-
men. ¥ The number of chancres which ‘arife
in confequence of an unclean connection, varies
confiderably, (which happens from caules un-
known) being from one to ten or twelve; the
moft common cafes are from one to about
four : and I have obferved, that, in"proportion
as they are more numerous, they have a lefs
degree-uf venereal malignancy, are more eaﬁl}r
cured, and are the lefs liable to produce the
conftitutional lues; whereas a fingle chancre
is- moft commonly either very difficult and
tedious of cure, or heals too foon, which gives
rife to qther fymptoms of the Venereal Difeafe,

The next circumflance to be confidered, is
the time of the appearance of chancres after

the
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the infe@ing virus has been applied. It is
ufually from about thirty hours to three or
Tour weeks; the moft common time is a‘bout
five or fix days I have been told of a cafe, in
which it was ncar féven weeks before they ap-
peared. But no material afiiftance; in form-
ing a jufl prognoftic of the future progrefs of
chancres,X feems deducible from the time of
their appearance, farther than that, in general,
the earlier they arife, the greater is the ten-
dency to inflammation; and that the later they
are, there is more reafon to be apprehenfive
of the difeaf&having entered the conftitution.
It is a common opinion, that the earlier the
difeafe is in its appearance, the greater is the
degree of virulence of the matter which com- =
municated it, and confequently, that the fymﬁ: :
toms will be the more virulent; but experi-
ments'which.have been made ‘on this fubject
tend to prove, that the malignancy of the
{fymptoms is entirely independent on the de-
gree of virulence of the infeCting fluid ; and
from analogy, by comparing this difeafe with
fome others, we have farther reafon to adopt
this opinion : for example, in the Small Pox,
the vivlence of the difeafe depends on the con-
flitution, and the method of treatment; for
(experimenti gratia) pfnpiﬂ have been lnﬂcu-

lated
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lated from the worft kind of the difeafe, which
has produced as mild ard good a fpecies of the
Small Pox as matter from the beft kind ; and
I have obferved, in thofe who have had the
Venereal Difeafe many times, that the fymp-
toms have ufually appeared nearly at the {ame
diftance of time after the infecting fluid was
applied; alfo, that fome people are much more
liable to catch the difeafe than others: which
circamitances tend ftrongly towards proving
that the time of its appearance depends prin-
cipally upan‘[’he tendency of the conflitution
to be affected by the Yenereal virus. _

When a chancre is forming on the glans
penis, or its corona, on the clitoris, or pre-
putium clitoridis, the urethra is often affected
by {ympathy of parts, attended with great un-
eafinefs, and a flight ardor l;‘l‘iﬂﬂi': this is rea-
dily accounted for, from ;*’Eé continuation of
tiiefe parts in the male fubjeét, and their con-
tiguity in women. This f{ymptom ufually
goes off, as foon as the chancre is completely
formed.

The fize of chancres varies confiderably,
but moft commonly begrs a propuftiﬂn to iheir
number : when there is only one, it 1s com-
monly about twice as large as the flat furface
of a fplit pea; and, on the contrary, when

il
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they are numerous, the furfaces of all united
would not much exceed that dimenfion j-but
this circumftance is very uncertain, as fome
fingle ones are {mall, and fome of the other
~ kind are large ; and is only applicable to them
foon after their firft appearance, as the fize
afterwards may be greatly increafed from many
caufes ; fuch as a bad conftitution, inflamma-
tion, or ill treatment of the difeafe. Chan-
cres on the glans are {eldom fo large, or have
fo much {welling and haldnefs, as thofe on the
prepﬁce this circumf{tance may probably be
'Gwmg to the different texture of the parts dif-
eafed ; the cellular membrane being very apt
to fwell and harden when inflamed, whereas
the glans is not {o difpofed. From this caufe,
chancres on the laft-mentioned part generally
appear funk into its fubftance, and not fur-
rounded with fo much hardnefs. :

Every chancre is caufed by venereal matter
applied to the part. The Venereal Difeafe
does not {feem to be capable of being commu-
nicated in any other manner than by the ap-
plication of venercal matter to a part which
has no cuticle, or to an erofion or wound.
Experiments have been made to prove, that
the blood of a perfon who has the conftitu-
tional lues venerea, will not communicate the

difeafe,
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difeafe, though applied to a wound : nor is it
communicable by the perfpiratory organs; for
lying in the fame bed with an infected perfon
will never be productive of the difeafe : nor
1s pocky matter, applied to the fkin on the
hands, and probably on any part of the body,
capable of doing this; for Surgeons are fre-
quently obliged to wet their fingers and hands
with {uch matter : neither is vapour exhaling
from venereal ulcers, or the breath of an in-
fected perfon, capable of communicating the
difeafe; for Surgeons never catch the difeafe
by {melling the breath of perfons who have
venereal ulcers in their throats.® The {emen
and fecretions from the male or female parts
of generation of a perfon who has the lues
venerea, whether the confirmed pox, or any
other fymptoms, are not capable of commu-
nicating the difeafe; for I have known many
inftances of coition being ufed by a clean man
with an infe&ted woman, and the reverfe, with-
cut any injury to the clean perfon: but this
is only applicable to cafes in which the difeafe
i1s fo fituated, as that none of its pus is applied

to the parts of generatiﬂn in coition. From
this

* One of the articles of impeachment againft Cardinal
Walfey, was, that he whifpered in the King’s ear at a
time when he knew he was afli¢ted with the Pox.



| 2y
this obfervation it fecins highly probable, that
the femen mafculinum, and the fluids fecreted
by the female parts of generation, are never
contaminated by the venereal virus, unlefs the
{ecretory organs are the feat of a venereal in-
flammation and difeafed fecretion.

Chancres happen in various parts of the body;
for a wound in any part is equally liable to
become a venereal fore, if venereal pus is ap--
plied to it : cafes of this kind have happened
to Surgeons, from pocky’ matter accidentally
touching wounds or fcratches on their fingers
or hands ; and they have happened on the lips
from Kiffing a perfon who has had a venereal
ulcer in the mouth, on the lips, or the tongue.
Under thefe circumftances only, the difeafe may
be received by drinking or eating after an in-
feted perfon. It may allo be communicated
by fitting on a vault after a perfon has ufed it
who had the diforder; but in no other manner
than by the genitals being touched by matter
left on the place by the infelted perfon.

+ A chancre has been generally imagined to
be a {fymptom of the Venereal Difeafe, deno-
ting that the patient has the diforder in his
conititution, or blood. This opinion feems to
have been adopted without mature confidera-
tion, and to be erroneous; for, as it hath been

proved
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proved that the difeafe is always got by the
application of venereal virus or matter, and
that chancres, when they are the firft {ymp-
toms of the difeafe, ufually, I believe always,
appear on the part. where the infecting fluid
was applied, it follows, as the moft rational
conclufion, that the virus had remained in the
part where the chancre is feated ; for to fup-
pofe that it had been abforbed into the blood,
and had then fixed upon the part where 1t was
firft applied, would imply a belief that the
difeafe, when in the blood, makes its firft ap-
pearance upon- the genitals, in preference to
other parts, which is certainly not true,

Thefe two general obfervations may be made
on the cure of chancres : firft, that they heal
fooner, and in a more kindly manner, in peo-
ple who are of a good conftitution, than in
thofe of a bad one; and when feated on parts
which are well fupplied with blood-veffels :
on the laft principle I have obferved, that thofe
on the glans penis, and internal parts of wo-
men, are eafier of cure than thofe on the pre-~
puce, or external labia of women. Chancres
often caufe {fwelling of the part where feated:
this very {feldom happens when the glains penis,
or vagina, are the feat of the complaint; but
is a very common occurrence when they are

upon
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upon the prepuce, or external labia. It may
alfo be remarked, that when they are upon
parts which are not apt to {well without great
injury, they generally appear to erode deeper
in the part, as may" be obferved by attending
to their appearance upon the glans; or internal
parts of women, and on parts where the {carf-
fkin is thick, as on the ends of the fingers.

Previous to treating on the cure’of chancres,
it feems neceflary to add a few words upon the
different preparations of mercury,

Argentum vivum, mercurius hydrargyrum,
mercury, or quickfilver, is a fluid metallic
fubftance ' its weight is next to that of gold :
it is volatile in a f{lrong fire, calcines in a
-weakgr fire : it diflolves in the nitrous acid,
is corteded by the vitriolic ; but, in its liquid
ftate, is not acted upon by the marine acid:
by trituration, or heat, it diflolves mott of the
metals and femi-metals : it unites with balfam
of fulphur, un&uous, refinous, mucilaginous,
carthy, and fome other fuch fubftances : it is,
in fome degree, foluble in the faliva: and it is
aflerted, that, by intenfe cold, it becomes a
{olid fubftance. Alfo, from late experiments
made by the ingenious Dr. Prieftly, 1t appears,
that by agitation with diftilled water it dif-

folves into a black matter, and that by elec-
tricity
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tricity it may be formed into a vapour; an
account of which may be {cen in Dr. Prieftly’s
4th volume of Experiments on INatural Philo-
{fophy.

The mercurial preparations at prefent moft
in ufe, for the cure of the Venereal Difeafe, are
of two kinds : the firft are -the mild prepara-
tions ; the fecond, the acrid ones. The mild
preparations of mercury are made by f{eparating
its particles, by trituration, with fubftances
which do not act upon it chymically, but only
ferve as a menftruum to fufpend or keep the
{feparated particles afunder. Mercurial oint-
ment is by much the moft ufed of any of this
kind : it is commonly made by firft {eparating
the particles of mercury by trituration with
turpentine, and then f@rming it 1nto an oint-
ment, by mixing it with the fame weight or
more of hog’s-lard ;. but a much better me-
thod of making mercurial ointment is, by
rubbing the mercury with an equal weight of
hog’s-lard, or fome other animal fat, in a
marble mortar, till all the mercurial globules
difappear, without adding turpentine, or any
acrid matter, to promote the extinétion of the
mercury. A mercurial liniment, to be ufed
inftead of mercurial ointinent, may alfo be
made, by ufing oil (inftead of hog’s-lard),

: or
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or the {ynovia of the ox, or theep, which does
better than oil. This would probably enter the
pores of the fkin with more facility than the
ointment. :

Mercury may be extinguifhed by trituration
with twice its weight of gum arabic, moift-
ened with a fmall proportion of water, or
fyrup : the fame may be done with unclarified
honey ; whereas this can {carcely be effected
with honey clarified, becaufe by that procefs
a quantity of mucus is taken from it, which
1s the chief affiftant in the divifion of the mer-
cury. An exceeding good preparation may
alfo be made. by triturating it with confettio
cardiaca, or with moft of the conferves: the
conferva cynofbati an{wers this purpofe beft.

Befides the above mild preparations of this
metal, various others have been ufed ; to treat
of which would carry us beynnd the defigned
extent of this work, and would probably ap-
pear to have been unneceffary, when the en-
fuing remarks are given upon the action ef
mercury on the human body.

Unguentum mercuriale is now, and has been
for two centuries paft, the moft common pre-
paration in ufe for the cure of thofe venereal
complaints which are fuppofed to require fali-
vation. This, though one of the mildeft mer-

curial
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curial preparations, 1is very often produ&ive of
the two following inconveniences: of raifing
a ptyalilm too foon; and being very apt to
irritate the bowels, caufing a diarrhcea, and
fometimes even a dyfentery. Other objeGtions
to the ufe of this preparation are, that the
rubbing it into the fkin is a tirefome, tedious,
and uncleanly operation ; alfo, that it often
caufes a very troublefome and painful eruption
over the whole part on which it has been
rubbed.

Crude mercury, prepared by trituration with
mucilage of gum arabic, may be adminiftered
in the form of a bolus, or pills, by adding
any proper hard fubflance ; or in a fluid form,
by adding water inftead of folid fubftances.
This is an exceeding good preparation, being
not fo apt to irritate the ftomach or bowels,
nor to raife a {'pitting; as moft other prepara-
tions of mercury are; and is therefore a very
eligible medicine for the cure of thofe cafes
in which the objet is, to introduce a large
quantity of mercury into the body without
producing any of its ufual effects,

Mercury, extinguithed by being rubbed with
a {ufficient quantity of unclarified honey, may
be made into pills, by mixing as much bread,

or any other {olid fubftance, as is neceflary to
D make
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make it of a proper confiftence for that pur-u
pofe. This is a very good preparation, but is
more apt to irritate the bowels, and pafs off
by ftool, than moft of the other mild mercurial
preparations.

The extinétion of mercury by trituration
with confectio cardiaca, forms an excellent pre-
paration, well adapted for thofe cafes in which
it is neceffary to give a cordial medicine with
the mercury, either on account of the ftate of
the conftitution, the irritability, or want of
power in the ftomach and bowels to retain the
mercury. | '

- The acrid or chymical preparations of mer-
cury at prefent moft in ufe for curing the Ve-
nereal Difeafe, are mercurius dulcis, mercu-
rius {fublimatus, and mercurius emeticus flavus,
as internal medicines ; and for external ufe,
mercurius precipitatus ruber, cinnabaris fac-
titia, and mercurius {fublimatus.

Mercurius dulcis, or calomel, is the mildeft
of the acrid mercurial preparations : it is more
in ufe than any of this clafs; and will an{wer
very well in moft cafes, in which there is no
neceflity for the mercury to enter far into the
conftitution; but it is attended with the in-
conveniences of being very uncertain it its
effedts upon the fauces, and is very apt to irri-

tate
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tate the bowels, and pafs off by ftool; in which
cafe it feldom enters the circulation, therefore
produces merely the fame effect with any other
purgative medicine,

Mercurius calcinatus is a moft excellent me-
dicine, and {feems to be the beit of any of the
acrid ones; for it is known to have cured fome
venereal cafes, where moft other mercurial pre-
parations have failed, and probably from this
caufe, that it entered into {fmaller veflels than
the other mercurial preparations did : notwith-
ftanding this, it is often found to gently fti-
mulate the bowels. This medicine would cer-
tainly have been by this time in more general
ufe and eftimation, if all that had been ufed
had been genuine and well prepared ; but
being very troublefome to make, and expenfive
to buy, a great part of what has been fold has
been adulterated, or a fpurious preparation has
been given inftead of this valuable one.

Mercurius corrofivus {fublimatus i1s the moft
acrid preparation of mercury of any now 1n ufe,
(excepting mercurius emeticus flavus, which
is very feldom now prefcribed, but as an eme-
tic) : itis fo powerful a medicine, that one
grain is a full dofe: it is ufually given in a
{pirituous menftruum, which is generally found

to be the beft method of adminiftering it ; forll

it
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it diffolves well in any fpirits of proof ftrength,
and the fpirituous liquid in which it is taken
tends to prevent it from difordering the fto-
mach or bowels: it diflolves more perfeétly
in water faturated with a fmall quantity of fal
ammoniac, than in {pirits, or in water alone.
This medicine thould always be given with
great caution, being very uncertain in its ef-
fe@s upon the fauces, and apt to difagree with
many people’s ftomach and bowels, by caufing
violent and long continued pain in the fto-
mach, or afting as an emetic, and fometimes
as a purgative : therefore, when this medicine
is given, it thould always be begun in {mall
dofes, as the cighth, or a quarter of a grain:
the quantity may afterwards be increafed to a
grain and a half in twenty-four hours, which isa
large dofe; for few but ftrong and healthy peo-
ple can bear fo much. The pain in the ftomach
may, in moft inftances, be prevented, by ma-
king the patient always eat fome hard dry fub-
ftance before the medicine is taken, fuch as a
piece of bifcuit, or of dry bread. It may be, and
is fometimes, given in pills ; but this is not
an eligible method of adminiftering fo acrid
and powerful a medicine, on account of the
uncertainty of the quantity contained in each
dofe ; befides its being, in this way, more apt

o



i =% ]

to caufe a pain in the ftomach, which feems
not to be capable of bearing, without injury,
any fubftance fo acrid as mercurius corrofivus
{ublimatus, unlefs in a diffolved and diluted
ftate. This preparation alts principally upon
the furface of the body, by increafing perfpi-
ration. The cures performed by this medi-
cine have been obferved not to be fo certain
as thofe by the mild mercurials, which is the
principal reafon of its being now not fo much
ufed as it was a few years ago, on being re-
commended by the late learned Baron Van
Swieten, and other fkilful prattitioners, as one
of the beft medicines for the cure of the lues
venerea. ‘This preparation of mercury, va-.
rioufly difguifed, forms the bafis of moft of
the noftrums ufed or fold by empirics for the
cure of every {fymptom of the Venereal Difeafe,
and the Scurvy. '

Mercurius emeticus flavus, or turbith mi-
neral, is another of the moft aive prepara-
tions of mercury : 1t was, about half a cen-
tury ago, in high eftimation for the cure of
the Venereal Difeafe, and was then given in
very large dofes, when intended to act as an
emetic, or in fmaller ones to caufe a falivation.
This medicine is now but very feldom prefcribed
in venereal, or any other cafes, on account of

the
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the violence of its aftion upon the ftomach

and bowels. :
All the mercurial  preparations fometimes
- ftimulate the bowels, caufing griping pains,
and pafling off by ftool, which fhould always
be obviated, as fuch effets are contrary to
the curative intent; for they prevent the mer-
cury from entering the conftitution. This may
generally be effeted by changing the mercurial
preparation, or by joining fome other medi-
cines with it, the moft effe@ual of which is
opium, which may be given from one third
of a grain to the quantity requifite ; for, as it
is defigned to act by leflening the irritability
of the inteftinal canal, the dofe muft be
fuch as will produce that effect: it may be
given in this manner for any reafonable length
of time, without injuring the conftitution ;
for the aGion of this medicine depends entirely
upon the irritability of the body, fo that if
(as in this cafe, where mercury irritates the
bowels) there is any morbid {timulus, it feems
clearly to act upon the ftimnlated part, for it
does not produce fuch effets as when given
to a healthy perfon, asa proof of which it may
- be remarked, that, in fome cafes, a perfon
may take much more, even to relieve pain,
without producing any tendency to {leeping,
than
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than would in a ftate of health caufe a pro-
found® fleep. It is probable, that mercury
fometimes alts as a purgative, from meeting
with an acid in the ftomach, becaufe alkaline
falts, calcareous earth, or foap, will, in many
cafes, prevent this effe¢t: and on this prin-
ciple, the caufe of mercurials purging, when
mixed with a vegetable acid in the ftomach,
fuch as vinegar, or lemon-juice, is accounted
for. Cordial medicines, alfo camphire, will
often caufe mercurials to fit eafy upon the fto-
mach, and prevent them from irritating the
bowels.

All the preparations of mercury, when they
cure the Venereal Difeafe by affeting the
fauces, feem to a&t exallly in the fame way,
as appears from the following obfervations,—
Every mercurial, which is capable of curing
the Venereal Difeafe, is foluble in the juices of
the human body : they will all falivate ; and
when they do, the metal is in a diffolved ftate in
the faliva, which is proved to an abfolute de-
monftration, by the experiment of making a
perfon who is'in a falivation hold a piece of,
gold in his mouth for about half an hour, in
which time it will ufually be tinged white.

Crude mereury, held in the mouth for a
certain time, may be tafted ; which is owing

to
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to a part of it being diflolved in the faliva and
mucus of the mouth ; becaufe it has no per-
ceptible tafte while in a fluid ftate, that is,
not till its globules or particles are minutely
divided, as is the cafe when held long in the
mouth. Every preparation of mercury has
the fame tafte as crude mercury has.

The tafte in the mouth in a falivation is
certainly caufed by the mercury being in a
diffolved ftate in the faliva, for it is exally the
fame as that of crude mercury; and this tafte
1s always the fame in a falwation caufed by any
mercurial preparation.

Mercury has, for atleaft a century, been, and
is now, known by all fkilful pratitioners of
the healing art, to be the only medicine which
will cure the Venereal Difeafe: there have,
however, always been fome empirics who have
pretended to cure this diforder without mer-
cury ; the fallacy of which pretences will, I
hope, be proved in the following pages.

THe manner in which this metal cures the
Venereal Difeafe has been, ' till very lately,
greatly mifunderftood : for the moft common
theories were, that it cured by the evacuations
which it produced; and that, in falivation,
the venereal virus was difcharged with the fa-

liva. The firft of thefe opinions is fhewn te
be
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be erroneous, from obferving, that no evacuas
tions, however great or IDn'g continued, if
produced by any other medicines, or by any
other difeafe, will cure the lues venerea ; for, .
in a Pox accompanied with a Confumption,
the Venereal Difeafe is never cured by the
other, though the patient is always in danger
of dying, and, in many of thefe cafes, actually
dies of inanition, which is the {ame eftett as
15 produced by a courfe of evacuating medi-
cines, though in a much greater degree. The
fecond fuppofition is proved to be falfe, by its
being known that no other kind of falivation,
whether from a difeafe, or medicinal courfe,
will cure the Venereal Diforder; and alfo, that
a ptyalifm caufed by one or two dofes of mer-
cury, either internally or externally ufed, will
not radically cure the difeafe, even though the
fpitting fhould continue for two months, or
any length of time: befides thefe reafons, the
idea of the venereal poifon being difcharged
with the faliva feems an abfurd one, being un-
fupported by any fals, experiments, or ra-

tional arguments. |
The methed in which mercury cures this
difeafe, is not yet known ¢ but, from what has
been faid already, it appears, that it is not by
producing apy evacyations; nor is it by its
E weight ;
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weight ; for, if it was, any medicine, equally
ponderous, would do the fame; but none will,
not even gold, which is much heavier than
mercury. It is faid, that mercury cures this
difeafe on the principle of its ating as an anti~
dote upon the venereal virus ; but this does not
feem to be the cafe, beecaufe the venereal poi-
fon is not deftroyed by the application of mer-
cury to the difeafed parts, as hath been ‘often
proved by vencreal ulcers, and other venereal
{ymptoms, being cured by applying mercury
to the difeafed parts, when the diforder has
always thewn itfelf in fome other, or the fame
place : this circumftance tends ftrongly to
prove, that it is not capable of deftroying the
venereal virus by being applied to it; and
therefore, that it does not act vpon the vene-
real virus as an antidote. The moft rational
theory feems to be, that it cures by raifing in
the conftitution fuch a peculiar or fpecific irri-
tation as is capable of deftroying the venereal
virus : but mere irritation alone is not adequate
to this purpofe ; for no other ftimulus (at pre-
{ent known), however violent or long conti-
nued, will cure the difeafe ; nor w1ll any other
ftimulating medicines, nor even any morbid
irritation. Neither a fever, ner any other dif=
eafe, has ever‘been known to cure a conftitu-
tional
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tional lues venerea ; though it may be re-
marked, that a fever ufually produces an
amendment of the venereal {ymptoms, and, in
fome inftances, even caufes them entircly to
difappear for fome time, but never effets a
lafting cure. The general, and almoft con-
{tant, action of mercury upon the body 1is, to
increafe its irritability, which makes it more
difpofed to refift every injury inflicted on it:
on this principle, it has been obferved, that
a perfon who is taking mercury cannot bear
fo ftrong an eleétric fhock as at another time,
which has therefore been prefcribed, with pro-
priety, as an afliftant in other difeafes, where
electricity has been the mode ufed for a cure:
on the fame principle, it is found to be pecu-
liarly injurious in the hazmoptée, and fome
other diforders : and it feems be on the fame
theory, that it is,apt, in gouty people, to
bring on a fit of that diftemper. *,

The other ufual effet of mercury is, to caufe
an increafe of the fecretions in general ; but
aere particularly the faliva, infenfible perfpi-
ration, fwg[, the fuccus pancreaticus, and

fuccus

* May not a hint be taken from this circumftance, of
the propriety of trying a gentle courfe of mercury in thofe
cafes in which the objet is, to bring on a fit of thg
gout ¢

-
®
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fuccus inteftinalis, and making the breath
{mell.

The other fymptoms produced by mercury
flall be briefly treated upon, as accidental cir-
cumftances: the principal of which are, vio-
lent {welling and inflammation of the fauces,
often accompanied with a floughy ftate of the
infide of the cheeks, which, in {fome cafes,
happens in fo violent a degree, as to be pru;
perly ftyled a mortification ; exceflive f{welling
of the tongue, with deep ulcers ; immobility
in the joint of the lower jaw ; diarrheea, and
dyfentery ; profufe f{weats, and general de-
bility:

Swelling and inflammation of the fauces is,
in moft inftances, caufed by either too large a
quantity of mercury being introduced into the
conftitution, or catching cold during a mercu-
rial courfe. The cure muft be effeCted by
treating the complaint as a common inflam-
mation ; the ufe of mercury muft be imme-
diately defifted from ; if any mercurial ointe
ment remains wpon the fkin, it muft be wathed
off ; and the patient’s clothes, if greafed with
the ointment, muft be changed for clean ones.
The moft ufeful remedies for the cure, are
cooling purges, warm relaxing applications to
the parts, confinement ;'_in bed in a warm room,

keeping
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keeping the head, face, throat, and neck,
warm, by covering them with flannels; and
venzfection, if neceffary, fthould be freely ufed.
For removing the floughs, relaxing or deterfive
applications may be ufed. If the parts mor-
tify, emollients fhould be applied warm to
the parts, and the Peruvian bark given in as
large quantities as the patient’s ftomach and
bowels will bear; but if there are, during a
mortification, clear fymptoms of inflammation,
the bark is improper, and the difeafe muft be
treated as an inflammatory one.

The next accident attending the ufe of mer-
cury, is fwelling of the tongue, accompanied
with deep ulcers in it. This is to be treated
as a true inflammation ; therefore the fame
mode of cure is to be purfued in this, as in the
former complaint. The ulcers which happen
in fome of thefe inflammations, being in ge-
neral caufed by preflure of the tongue againit
the teeth, feldom require any particular treat-
ment, except removing fuch tharp or jagged
parts of them, as may have caufed any of the
ulcers. -

Immobility in the joint of the lower jaw is
another, but not fo common an accident as
the laft ; feldom occurring but towards the
termination of a prafufe and long continued

ptyalifm :
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ptvalifm: it feems always to happen in the
clofed ftate of the jaws; it is therefore not im-
probable, that it is caufed by a continued invo-
luntary action of the muicles which clofe the
lower jaw, fuperior in force to what the mufcles
which open it are capable of overcoming.
The cure is to be attempted, firft, by treating
the complaint as an inflammation, ufing the
{fame remedies as were advifed for inflamma-
tion of the favces. The next curative inten-
tion is, to reftore the action of the two joints ;
for which purpofe, it is generally neceflary to
open the mouth, by forcing in between the
teeth of the upper and lower jaws fome proper
folid fubftance, made in the form of a wedge ;
cork or wood are ufually ufed for this purpofe :
fuch a wedge muft be kept in almoft con-
ftantly in the day time, otherwife, the fame
difpofition ftill remaining, the mere forcing
the mouth open would be ineffettual. If, as
is fometimes the cafe, the mouth is fo much
clofed that it is very difficult for the patient
to get a {ufficient quantity of nourithment into
it, a tooth, or even two, muft be taken out,
to make an opening by which nutrient liquids

may be received.
The diarrheea and dyfentery are other acci-
dents fometimes attendant upon a mercurial
courfe.
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courfe. Thefe require the fame treatment as
when they happen from any other caufe, but
with this difference, that, in this cafe, the.
difcharge by ftool may be fafely checked by
the free ufe of opium. It fhould always be
obferved, that the {kin is to be thoroughly
cleanfed from any mercurial applicatinn; thefe
complaints being caufed by the mercury irri-
tating the bowels, the mercurial abforption
would probably continue while any of it re-
mained on the fkin.

Protufe {weats are alfo another very difagree-
able confequence of mercury, becaufe they
weaken the patient much. To obviate this
effect, the firft ftep to be taken is, to lefien
the dofes of mercury, to change the prepara-
tion, or to defilt entirely from it, if necedful ;
afterwards a proper courfe of bracing medi-
cines, and country air ; or the Peruvian bark,
and any other alcaline bracers, may be pro-
perly prefcribed ‘during the mercurial courfe.
Another circumftance neceflary in this cafe, is,
that the patient’s bed-clothes be not thicker
than is neceflary for warmth ; for thefe night
fweats may be kept up by this alone,

General debility i1s an accident attendant
upon taking ef mercury, which but feldom

accurs, unlefs caufed by fome great evacua-
tions
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tions. ‘The Peruvian bark is the grand remedy
for this cumpfaint ; country air, and leaving
off all mercurials for a time, may alfo be ne=
ceffary. _ £

Having made this digreffion concerning the
ufe of mercury, I now proceed to the cure of
chancres. j

The common methods of cure may be di-
vided into two : the firft is, by introducing 2
fufficient quantity of mercury into the confti=
tution ; the other is, by aflifting the mercurial
courfe with topical applications to the part.

With regard to the fir(t method, it was for=
merly the common practice to put the patient
under fuch a courfe of mercury as produced a
violent difcharge from the body, which was
ufually effeted, either by draftic mercurial
purgatives, vomits of turbith mineral, or by
a copious falivation ; but it is now certain,
thg; chancres may always be cured without
any of thefe violent remedies, which is a fa&t
fo well known, that there are now very few
patients who would fubmit to be confined for
the cure of chancres ; inftead of this, it is
generally found fufficient to introduce fuch a
quantity of mercury into the conftitution as
will caufe only a flight falivation; and, in
many cafes, the care may be wrought without

the
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the erury’s producing any :fp'parent effelts:
Each of thefe methods has been advifed, on
the idea,” that in all cafes of this kind the Ve-
nereal Difeafe is in the coniticution :fbut we
have already éndeavoured to prove, that this
venereal fymptom 1s a local difeafe ; and, ad-
mitting this theory, it follows,’ that neither
falivation, nor any of the other violent efiects

R i

of mercury/ can ever be néceflary in curing |

chancres, * |
The cure of chaneres may be perfermed
without confinement, if the patient is in good
health; by mercury alone : the quantity muifb
be propertioned to the ftrength of the patient’s
conftitution, but principally te its power of
bearing mercury ; for fome ftrong conflitu-
tions will bear a great quantity without being at
all irritated by ity and others, which appear in
every refpect to be equally firong and healthy,
cannot bear above a third part, without its pro-
ducing great effects upon them. The fame ob=
fervation, on the action of mercury, 1s appli=
I cable

* The dofes of mercury given by our forefathers were,
in general, more than double what they now are ; for ex-
ample, fifteen grains of calomel was fpoken of as a com-

mon dofe : by which praétice many conftitutions were

irreparably weakened, and fome people even killed, by its
ymmediate violent effedls.
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cable fo every kind of conftitution ; therefore
fome weak people will bear more mercury than'
other very ftrong ones. What this tendency
in the cenftitution to be affeCted by this metal,
1s owing to, i1s not yet known ; but 1t occurs
more frequently in the irritable habit of bedy,:
than in any other peculiarity of conftitution. :
The irritable habit is not peculiar to either the .
athletic, or weak frame of body. Moft people
who are afflited with the acute gout, rheu-
matifm, and fome fpecies of fcurvy ; alfo thofe
of the greateft fenfe, and of pafiionate tempers,
are, m general, of an irritable conftitution.
Another caufe why mercury affeéts fome peo-
pTE' much fooner than others, I imagine to be,
that it diflolves eafier in fome people’s beo=
dies tham in others, owing probably to fome
fuch peculiarity in the abforbent fyitem, or its
contained fluid, as is favourable to the -dificl-
ving of mercury : as a farther proof of" which,
it ' may be remarked, that thofe who are moft
eafy to be falivated, are the fooneft eured of the
Venereal Difeafe; and, on the contrary, that
there are fome men, as well as women, who
are fo inapt to be affe@ted by mercury, that it
is almoft impoffible to falivate them, and
equally diflicult to cure them. Inftances of this
conftitutional inaptitude to be affeCted by mer--
Curyy
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cury, are not very uncommon ; one of which
cccurred to me in the Magdalen-houfe, in an
exceeding ftrong healthy young woman: the
rubbed in a dram of {trong mercurial ointment,
night and morning, for fix weeks, and during
one half of that time, took two grains of ca-
Jomel night and morning ; and during the re-
mainder, took a grain and a half of corrofive
fublimate daily; by which fhe was cured of
fome bad chancres; and this great quantity ef
mercury produced no apparent effect upon her ¢
fhe had been in the Lock hofpital the year
before, where fhe had ufed a great quantity of
mercury with the fame eftect. It is fomewhat
remarkable, that this woman had, every {pring,
an eruption greatly refembling the leprofy,
and which was not at all affected by the mer-
cury. In fome of thefe cafes, it may be ad-
vifeable to introduce the mercury by fumiga-
ting the whole f{urface of the bedy, excepting
the head; for, in this way, a greater quantity
of mercury may be introduced into the confti~
tution, in a more minutely diffolved ftate, than
either in a folid or a fluid vehicle. However,
though fome idea may be formed of the proper
dofe of mercury, by knowing its effeéts upon the
patient at a former time, yet no certain rule

can be learnt from this, becaule the conflitu-
tion
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~tion may have altered its tendency to be af-.
fected by this metal. Men ufually bear mer-.
cury better than women. Some people are.
lefs ftimulated by mercury after having often
gone through mercurial courfes; and, on the
contrary, others are, by the ufe of that metal,
brought into fo irritable a ftate, that they can-
not bear fo large dofes as before fuch a change
in their conftitutions took place.. Erom all
thefe circumftances then, it appears, that it
fhould be a conftant rule to begin with f{mall
dofes of mercury, and afterwards increafe them
fo as to produce fome fymptom, fhewing that
1t is in the body in a diflolved ftate.

This method of curing chancres without
{alivation, is what is called an alterative mer-
curial coprfe ; 'by which term is meant, fuch
a one as produces no apparent effet upon the
conftitution. From what has been faid, it
mutft appear, that the quantity of mercury ne-
ceflary for this purpofe will vary according to
the patient’s conftitution ; and that the prepa-
ration to be chofen for this purpofe, muft be
that which produces thc leaft apparent effect
upon the patient.,

This method of cure is to be performed by
introducing into, and keeping in the body, a
;_:rtam q_uannt}f of mf':rl::ury In a diffolved ftate;

- which
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which courfe is to be continued till a cure is
gompleted. In the cure of chancres, the ulcer
mufit be perfécily healed, and the furrounding
hardnefs entirely difperfed ; f'{}rr it muft be re-
membered, that the hardened f{wellings on
which chancres are {cated, are as true venereal
fymptoms as the ulcers are, and not the fimple
efficts of inflammation; fo that from them
the Venereal Diicalec may be received into the
conftitution, and every {ymptom of its worft
ftate be thereby produced. The only proof
yet known of mercury being in a diffolved ftate
in the human body, is, by its producing fome
apparent effects ; the firt of which often is,
an exudation of the metal through the fkin,
which is known by its changing the appear-
ance or colour of metallic {ubftances carried
about by the' patient; making filver refemble
p:wtef, and gold look like filver : the next
effeCt is, molt commonly, a copper-like tafte
in the mouth every morning; this, when it
increafes, is accompanied with a peculiar {mell
of the breath, different from that fymptom
when owing to any other caafe : this is fuc-
ceeded by a forenefs of the gums, which are
then fwelled, and turn whitifh at their edges ;
and when this affection of the gums increafes,
- the falivary glands become affected, and a fali-
: - vation
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vation then enfues. The other effe@s of mers
cury are, caufing an increafed fecretion of {weat
and urine : but when thefe laft effe&ts of mer-
cury increafe, the conftitution becomes weak-
ened, or a tendency to inflammation in the
kidneys is produced ; and then it is proper to
join other medicines with the mercurials, to
leflen the dofes of mercury, or to leave it off
entirely, till thefe fymptoms are removed.
The curative intent then is, to introduce fuch
a'quantity of mercury into the patient’s babit
of body, as fhall be fufficient to thew, that it
is in a diflolved ftate, and not to falivate, or
produce any other effe@ts upon the conftitu-
tion ; which courfe is to be continued till the
chancre is cured, For this purpofe, one of the
mild preparations of mercury fhould be given
internally ; and this, in my opinion, is prefer~
able to the ufing mercurial ointment, which
is not more effeCtual, but certainly more in=
convenient, and therefore need never be ad-
vifed, excepting that the patient is of fuch a
conftitution as not to be able to take the quan-
tity neceffary.

% The next fubje& to be confidered is, the
management of the conftitution during a mer-
curial courfe: with regard to }Vhiﬂh, general

rules only ean be given; for {fo many changes
| i may
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may happen in it during this time, that it
would be too tedious to {peak upon every par=
ticular circumitance.¥ Whilit there is either a
mercurial exndation through. the pores of the
fkin, the copper-like tafte in the mouth, mer-
curial fmelling breath, or forenefs of the gums,
the fame quantity of mercury fhould be con-
tinued ; but it .may be either increafed or
diminifhed, fo as to preferve thefe its gentleft
effets, by which it thews itfelf to be in a dif-
folved ftatc: if a fpitting comes on, it may be
checked by leaving off the mercury, and by
giving a cathartic or two : when fweats are the
confequence, if the patient wears warmer
clothes than wufual, fome of them fhould be
left off ; for clothing lightly by night, as well
as by day, will fometimes effeually remove
this fymptom ; a cafe of which kind happened
to a patient, whom I directed to lie every
night, during the courfe, which continued two
months, with only a fheet over him ; and this
alone, without medicines, an{wered the de=
fired effe®. It may be neceffary alfo, in this
ftate, to change the preparation of mercury ;
for fome are apt to aft upon the perfpiratory
organs, particularly mercurius fublimatus : and,
as hath been already remarked, they are all apt
to vary in their effeGts on different people, fo

that
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that it is poffible for a mild preparation to pro-
duce this effe€t, when an acrid one will noty
or even, that every mild one will have this
effe@t, and every acrid one will not : it is there-
fore certainly always advifeable to try another
mercarial, inftead of that which produced the
fweats, before any other alteration rs made, or
other medicine prefcribed: It may alfo be ne-
ceffary to adminifter other medicines in order
to check the fweats: thefe fhould be tonics,
or aftringents. "Of the firft kind, the Peruvian
bark claims our greateft attention : acids are
not advifeable, being apt to purge the patient,
by uniting with the mercury in the ftomach
and bowels. The fame method of treatment
is to be adopted when it aéts upon the kidn'r:ys,k
producing an increafed {ecretion of urine.y’ In
a gentle mercurial courfe, confinement to the
houfe is not neceflary ; for it has been proved
by experiments, that being expofed to the air

5 e ST
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in the ordinary way, is not attended with any
danger in fuch a mercurial courfe; nor will it
prevent the mercury from doing all which is

needful for the fafe cure of this venereal fymp-
tom. An abftemious diet is alfo recommended
by many authors as a neceflary affiftant to a
mercurial courfe; but no fatisfactory reafons

=have been given for this; and experimental
obfer-
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obfervations prove, that a perfon who is kept
on fuch a diet as puddings, bread, broths, and
fuch kind of food, refraining from animal {ub-
ftances, will not, from that circumftance, be
cured of a venercal complaint in lefs time than
another who eats a hearty meal of animal flefh
every day s and, if a low diet is not neceflary
in the cure, it fhould not be advifed, left the
patient’s conftitution fhould be weakened by
it, which might retard the cure, by rendering
the body incapable of bearing the quantity of
mercury neceflary for that purpofe, and might
bring the patient into fuch a debilitated f{tate,
as would make the cure very difficult.X The J
diet then thould be the fame as in a fltate of ¢
hmlth,‘!excépting that neither acids nor vege-
tables muft be taken into the ftomach fo as to
unite with the mercury; nor muit they be al-
lowed at all, if there is a tendency to purging.
The preferving a comfortable warmth of the
fkin, by a proper quantity of clothing, is ne-
ceffary; and drinking a pint or two of any di-
luting liqu::::r warm, every day, 1s an affiftant
to the action of the mercury.

1 have avoided faying any thing on the treat-
ment of the ulcer, becanfe, in this method o
cure, the whole dependence 1s upon the attion
of mercury; but keeping the part affe@ed clean

Gy by
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by wathing or fomenting it once or twice a

day with warm water, is certainly ufeful.

Having faid thus much upon the prefent
-moft approved methods -of curing chancres, I
now' beg leave to exprels my doubts concern-
ing the neceflity of affeting the conftitution at
all by mercury for the cure of chancres. I
have known many people cured without any
mercurial effefts being produced on the body ;
which gave me the firft hint of the difeafe not
being in the conftitution, becaufe I had re~
marked, and it is certainly a fact, that mer-
cury does very little, if any fervice in the con-
{titutional ftate of the Venereal Difeafe, unlefs
it produces fome of its apparent effects upon
the body.

- The other method of curing chancres, by
affifting the mercurial courfe with proper fuor-
gical applications to the fores, is recommended
by moft authors on this fubject, Many and
different applications are advifed : for example,
fome are of opinion that a chancre fhould be
treated as a common benign ulcer; others ad-
vife mercurial applications, on the idea of their
power of deftroying the venereal virus. As to
#e common ointments which are ufed to other
ulcers, they have 'fcarcely any effe& upon
chancres ¢ and as to mercurial applications,

their
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their effe@s vary greatly; for an acrid prepa-
ration will ftimulate ; a mild one will relax the
fore : and it feems to me, that when a mer-
curial application irritates a fore much, it does
not act as mercury, becaufe the irritation pro-
duced on its furface will prevent the folution
or abforption of the mercurial particles.

There are three ways of applying mercury
to chancres : the firft is, in a folid form ; the
fecond is, by fufpending it in a proper vehicle;
the third, by diflolving it into a vapour by
fire. The firft method is not fo much in ufe
now as formerly, becaufe the preparations
which were applied, often a&ted as a cauftic,
or efcharotic, when defigned to at as a mild
mercurial : they may ferve however as digeft-
ives, or cleanfers of chancres. Mercury is ca-
pable of being taken into the conftitution in
this way; an inftance of which occurred in the
London hofpital, nine years ago, in a woman
whofe breaft had been amputated; and when
the wound was healing, it was {prinkled every
day with mercurius precipitatus ruber : when
this had been repeated feven days fucceflively,
a falivation came on, which gradualiy difap-
peared in a week, on the mercurial application
being defifted from; and the ptyalifm, which
was a true mercurial one, was brought on a

fecond
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fecond time by a repetition of the fame appli-
cationvic | .
The next method of applying mercury, by
fufpending it in a proper vehicle, may be
either in the form of an ointment, cerate,
or lotion. The ointments ufid for this pur-
pofe are mercurial ointment, mercurial cerate,
or red precipitate of mercury or calomel mixt
with lard, or with any kind of mild oint-
ment. ‘The chief objection to this method of
applying mercury is, that the unctuous fub-
ftance, in which the mercurial preparation is
fufpended, docs not unite readily with the
matter difcharged from the chancre, which
therefore ufually alts as an intermediate fluid,
between the ulcer and the unguent, prevent-_;
ing the mercury from being applied to the
ulcer : but when mercury is applied in the form
of a lotion, the common preparation is corrofive
fublimate diffolved in water, in the proportion
of about half a grain to an ounce of water.
Diftilled water is however better for this pur-
pofe than common water : if a ftronger folution
of mercury is required, it may be eafily had by
{aturating the water with a few grains of fal
ammoriac. Calomel is fometimes ufed in this
way; but it does not unite fo well with water.
This mode of ufing mercury-is much more
eflicacious
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efficacious than mercurial unguents, becaufe the
watery vehicle, uniting better with the matter of
the fore, affords greater certainty of the mer-
cury being actually applied to its furface.

The third mode of ufing mercury to chancres
is by fumigation. This is done by pouring fome
folid preparation of mercury, either upon burn-
ing coals, or on an heated iron, and conveying
the fume of the burnt mercury to the chancre,
through a funnel : factitious cinnabar has been
generally ufed for this purpofe ; and moft authors
affert, that warm aromatic gunmy fubftances,
burnt with the mercury, aflift its a&ion. This is
the moit effe¢tual method of applying mercury
to an ulcer, becaife there is more certainty of
i1ts being altually applied to 1ts whole fur-
face, and it will be more likely to penetrate
into its {malleft abforbent veflels. This pro-
cefs is proper for chancres which are of a very
malignant difpofition, have much furrounding
hardnefs, erode deeply into, or [pread wide
on, the part where feated ; and in many fuch
cafes it is certainly of very great utility : buat
it {hould never be advifed in common venereal
fores, being fo apt to caufe them to heal fud-
denly, and thereby throw the difeafe into the
conftitution ; fome inftances of which I have
feen. ‘Thele obfervations are applicable to all

cafes
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cafes of ulcers, where a mercurial application
is the obje& required.

Another method of treating chancres, is by
applying cauftic to their ulcerated furfaces.
This has lately come into fome repute, being
fuppofed to deftroy the infected part, and by
that means to expedite the cure: but it is an
ancient practice revived, being treated on by
Ambrofe Parey, in his chirurgical works, two
hundred years ago. The method is this: the
part is to be touched with fuch a cauftic as
will produce a flough upon its furface ; as foon
as this flough cemes oft, the cauftic application
is to be repeated, and this procefs is to be pur-
fued till the ulcer has lof¥¢ its venereal ap-
pearance. If this method is fuccefsful, the
fore will become of a more benign nature, after
the cafting off of every flough. The caufticum
lunare is, I think, the beft for this purpofe,
becaufe it is fo folid that it may be cut into
any form, and is not apt to liquify on being
wetted, therefore lefs liable to f{pread beyond
the part where applied, than any other cauftic.
The principle on which this pratice is recom-
mended, (as has been already faid) is to deftroy
that part of the ulcer which is truely venereal :
therefore it behoves us to be {trictly attentive
to the action of the cauftic ; to fee that it pro-

duces
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duces a flough. In fome cafes, it is neceflary
to ufe a more active one than the caufticum
lunare ; and we muit be guided in our choice
by attending to their effe¢ts upon the chancre.
A clear idea fhould be had of this fa&, viz.
that a cauftic not powerful enough to cauterife
the furface of an ulcer, will aét as an aftrin-
gent. I have feen four cafes of chancres to
which lunar cauftic was applied, and in which
no flough was produced : they each healed in
about nine days, and fymptoms of the confti-
tutional lues venerea appeared immediately af-
terwards ; from which circumftance it is highly
probable, the cauftic, by acting as an aftrin-
gent, caufed the chancres to heal {o foon,
and the conftitutional lues to enfue. The
fame effect may alfo happen from the cauftic
not being fkilfully prepared, or having loft its
ftrength by being long expofed to the air, or
wetted ; for a weakened, or a diluted cauftic,
will act either as an efcharotic, or an aftringent.
Having faid fo much in favour of the practice
of applying cauftics to chancres, left it fhould
be inferred that they may be cured by local ap-
plications alone, I will, in as thort a compafs
as poflible, defcribe a mode of cure, which ap-
pears to me to be the moft fafe and expeditious
of any.

A chan-
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A chancre, if not accompanied with much
inflammatiorr of the furrounding part, thould,
at its firft appearance, have its whole furface
touched with fuch a cauftic as will produce a
thin {lough on the whole ulcerated furface.
The caufticum lunare will, in moft cafes, have
the defired effe, and is preferable to moft
others, for the reafons before mentioned. The
ulcer fhould then be drefled with fine dry lint,
which is preferable to any un&uous ‘dreffing,
becaufe it will keep better on the part. On
the next day, if the cauftic has done its office,
the fore will be covered with a white flough,
or one will come off with the lint. The cauftic
muft be repeated daily, (if the flough comes
off fo often) till the chancre affumes the ap-
pearance of a benign healing ulcer, or is much
funk below the furface of the furrounding
edge. This mode of treatment will; in many
cafes, much expedite the cure, but is not al-
vaays fuccefsful; for, in fome, the inflammation
of the part on which the ulcers are fituated
continues to increafe, and they do not mend
in their appearance. When this happens, it
may be rationally imagined, that the venereal
virus contaminates more of the ulcer than the
cauftic deftroys. In this fituation it feems pro-
bable, that, if a cauftic was ufed which was

powerful
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powerfal enough to deftroy as much of the
ulcer as is infeted with the venereal virus, the
advantages expected would be gained : in fuch
cafes, the ftrength of the cauftics ufed fhould
be gradually increafed. ‘The lapis fepticus is
the ftrongelt of any of the folid cauftics. But
from experience I am certain, that this prac~
tice will not be fuccefsful in all cafes, and, I
think, from this caufe, that there are fome
chancres which are rendered mere malignant
by every irritating application. *

But, as chancres cannot be fafely cured with~
out a mercurial courfe of medicines, at leaft I can-
not from my own experiments aflert that they
may ; therefore fuch a mercurial courfe fhould
be begun at their firft appearance, as was pre-
fcribed for their cure by internals alone, which
fhould be perfevered in till the chancre is
healed, and the furrounding hardnefs quite
difperfed : and if, as fometimes happens, the
chancres get well in lefs than' a month,
the mercurial courfe fhould be continved for
about five weeks; for there is always great
danger of a conftitutional lues being produced

H by

* On the above theory, twe incipient byboes were cut
out of a man’s groin by a Surgeon, in 1776: the fores
became very large, fpreading, and, to the beft of my ju&gc{a
ment, venereal ulcers. .
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by a chancre badly treated ; and from prac-
tical obfervations it appears, that a mercurial
courfe will prevent fuch effe@ from taking
place. By this method all chancres may be
cured, if the patient is otherwife in good
health, and the part where they are feated does
not inflame fo as to prevent the application of
the cauftic: the principal caufes of which are,
either a confumptive or gouty habit of body,
any vifceral difeafe, in which mercury is known
to be hurtful, or a difpofition in the part to
{pread into a large ulcer, or to mortify. Thefe
difeafes are only to be confidered as an impedi-
ment to the cure, by preventing the ufe of the
proper dofes of mercury.

- In any of thefe fituations, proper medicines
for curing the other difeafe fhould be joined
with the mercurial courfe, and fuch only ad-
miniftered as will not, by uniting with the
mercury, caufe it to irritate the inteftines.
Some authors advife, that the conftitutional
complaint fthould be cured before a mercurial
courfe is entered upon ; but this practice thould
never be followed, unlefs the patient’s health
is in fuch a ftate as that the ufe of mercury
would endanger the lofs of life; for, if the
chancres heal before the mercurial courfe is
commenced, a conftitutional lues venerea would

pro-
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probably enfue, which would require a much
longer and more powerful mercurial courfe.

'The next circumftance, of a tendency in the
chancre to fpread to a large fize, occurs moft
often in people of a fcorbutic habit of body,
or whofe juices are in fuch a ftate, that wounds
or fores of any kind become of a bad difpofi-
tion, and are with difficulty brought into a
healing ftate. As foon as this difpofition takes
place, if it is accompanied with feverith
{fymptoms, an antiphlogiftic courfe is to be
{fubftituted inftead of the mercurial one: if
there is no fever, the Peruvian bark in full
and frequent dofes will generally have the
defired effect ; but if the ulcer ftill retains
much of the venereal afpe, the bark may be
given with the mercury.

In the other ftate, that is, a tendency to
mortification, the mercurial courfe muft be im-
mediately defifted from, and the difeafe treated
{kilfully, according to its prefent fymptoms,
without any regard being had to its having
arifen from a venereal caufe. It is farther ne-
ceffary to remark, that mortifications arife from
various caufes, being fometimes uwi'ﬁg to de-
bility, but moft often to inflammation : in the
former cafe, a free ufe of the bark, and cor-
dials, and in the other, cooling and fedative
: ICC=-
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remedies, may be judicioufly advifed. In the
ulcerative ftate, fuch dreflings thould be ufed
to the part, as give moft eafe: an emollient
poultice fhould be firft tried ; and if that has
not the defired effe@, I would advife the ufe
of an ointment compofed of equal parts of
opium and hog’s-lard, or any other proper fub-
ftance for forming it into an ointment, or ce-
rate; fuch an application being an admirably
good one in moft cafes of fpreading ulcers.
In the mortified {tate, emollient poultices will
in gencral do all the fervice that c¢an be ex-
pected from topical remedies ; for ftimulating
applications do much harm in moft mortifica~
tions. By fuch methods, moft chancres may
be cured, though it muft be allowed that there
are fome which, from bad treatment, virulency
of the difeafe, or other circumftances, are ex-
ceedingly difficult to be brought into a healing
ftate, and which refit the a&ion of the reme-
dies laft mentioned : in fuch cafes, hemlock
or arfenic may be ufed, both internally and
externally ; and mercurial fumigations are par-
ticularly ufeful. _

The next {ubje&t of confideration is, the im-
mediate confequential {ymptoms arifing from
chancres : the moft common of which are, the
Bubo, Phymofis, and Paraphymofis, in men ;

and



s )

and Swelling of the Labia pudendi, in wo-
'men : the other, lefs frequent fymptoms,
are Ulcers of the Tonfils, the Lips, Tongue,
or infide of the Mouth, Verruce, and Con-
dylemata, Warts, Eruptions on the whole fur-
face of the body, and Ulcers on the part where
the chancres had been feated. Some one of
“thefe fymptoms will ufually enfue from chan-
cres unfkilfully treated ; but, in fome cafes,
the difeafe attacks other parts of the body,
which are lefs {ufceptible of the a&ion of the
venereal virus ; as the Periofteum with Nodes,
the Bones with No&urnal Pains, and Caries.

- Thefe are the fymptoms moft commonly
caufed by chancres when they produce any
other difeafe ; and I now proceed to make a
few obiervations upon each of them, in the
order in which they are here ranged.

A Bubo is an inflammation of one or more
of the lymphatic glands in any part of the
body. The proper term is, a Venereal Bubo,
becaufe there are other kinds, as the Critical
bubo arifing from a fever, or the Peftilential
one from the plague : this diftin¢ion however
is unnecellary in this work, as there is no pro-
bability of this kind of bubo being taken for
any but a venereal one. In the former part
of this work I have endeavoured to prove, that

the
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the matter difcharged from a chancre is vene-
real, and will, if applied to a fecretory furface,
or a wounded part, produce the Venereal Dif-
eafe. It is alfo, I think, as certain, that {fuch
matter abforbed, will produce fome venereal
fymptom, (unlefs fuch a quantity of mercury
is in the body, as to prevent its action) of
which a bubo furnifthes us with the cleareft
proof, both from the time when it makes its
appearance, and from its being always feated
in the lymphatic glands which are neareft to
the chancre, in the courfe of the circulation
from thence to the thoracic du&.

- But it is an extraordinary fac, that it never
pafies through one fet of glands, and then pro-
duces its effets upon another gland ; the rea-
fon of which is not known. The moft pro-
“bable conjecture feems to be, that the matter,
in order to caufe an inflimmation in a lym-
phatic gland, muft be pefiefled of a certain de-
gree of virulency, which it pofleffes in the
chancre, but lofes by being diluted with the
lymphatic fluid, in its paffage from one gland
to another.

Another remarkable circumftance is, that
matter abforbed from a bubo never caufes the
fame difeafe in the next fet of glands beyond
the difeafed one, in the courfe of the lym-

phatic
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phatic veflels from thence to the heart : if thig
‘was not fo, the difeafe would often be fatal,
by the number of them bringing the patient
into a confumption, or their fituation being
out of the reach of furgical aid, This fa&t is
the more extraordinary, becaufe it has been
proved by experiments, that the matter from
a bubo is venereal, and will communicate the
difeafe ; accidental proofs of which have arifen
from fuch matter having been applied to 2
Surgeon’s finger or hand, when the wound al-
ways becomes a venereal fore, or chancre; and
a bubo in the axilla is as likely to happen from
it, as one in the groin is from a chancre on
the genitals. But, although a bubo is not ca-
pable of caufing an abfcefs in the lymphatic
veflels, or glands, at any diftance from it, yet
it has fome fuch power on thofe which are
contiguous to the difeafed one; for a fecond,
and fometimes a third bubo will arife near the
firft, during its healing, or before a cure is
perfected ; of which I have feen feveral in-
ftances. Thefe fccondary buboes (as they may
be called) feem not to be endued with fo much
venereal virulence as the primary one; and,
from cafes which I have feen, I think it pro-
bable, that fome of them are not venereal, but
|  caufed
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caufed m-tely by the inflammation excited in
the part by the firft abfcefs. ’
The methods of curing buboes are two : the
firft is, by difperfing them; the other is, by
- bringing them to fuppuration. The mode of
repelling them is, by applying difcuffing reme-
dies to the fwollen part, and adminiftering fuch
internal medicines as are proper in other cafes
of local inflammations. Mercurial ointment
is the moft powerful difcutient in thefe cafes.
The moft common method is, to rub the oint=
ment in upon the part; but as, from late dif-
coveries, the courfe of the lymphatic veflels
which pafs through the glands of the groin, -is
found to be along the infide of the thigh, the
moft judicious and effeCtual way of ufing mer-
curial ointment for this purpofe is, by having
at rubbed into the infide of the thigh; by which
the mercury is likely to pafs through the dif-
eafed gland, in its paflage to the thoracic duct;
whereas, in the other manner, but a very {fmall
proportion of the mercury pafles into the tu-
mor, befides that the a&t of rubbing it on the
part often does harm by giving pain. The beit
applications to the tumor are, the emplaftrum,
mercuriale, emplaftrum ¢ fapone, or a poul-
tice of a folution of faccharum faturni in water,
and:
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and bread or linfeed powder ; ‘and that appli-
cation is to be preferred, which gives moft eafe.
Taking blood from the part by leeches, will
alfo be found a moft effeGual remedy 1 fome
few cafes, where the fkin which covers the.
tumor is much infamed.

T he medicinal courfe fhould be, gentle ca-
thartics, fuch as fal glauberi, manna, or in-
fuiio fennz. A moderate dofe of one of thefe
fhould be given every fecond or third day,
Venazfeltion thould alfo be ufed, if the patient
is feverith. . Emetics feem to have the moft
powerful effe@ in caufing the abforption of
matter, of any internal medicine ; therefore, in
obftinate cafes, and in all thofe in which we
are particularly defirous to prevent a f{uppurae
tion, a modezrately active emetic fhould be ad-
miniitered as often as the patient can bear it,
Wine, fpirits, and all heating and high-fea-
{foned fuod, fhould be forbid. Reft, and an
eafy pofture of the part, are alfo great affiftants
in promoting the refolution of thefe tumors.

The other method of curing buboes is, by
caufing them to {uppurate. This being an aét
performed by the conflitution, the objet of
Surgery is,' to aflit nature, by keeping the
part warm, and gently ftimulated; which pur-~
pofes are well effected by the application of a
| I plaifter
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plaifter of diachylon cum gummis, which is,
in general, preferable to any poultices, being
equally effe¢tual, and more cafily kept on the
part. - During the maturation of a bubo, it is
a matter of doubt, whether mercurial medi-
cines ought to be ufed, or not. If the abfcefs
makes a prdper progrefs to f{uppuration, mer-
¢urials fhould be defifted from till the matter
is let out : but, if the maturation goes on
flowly, then fome a&ive mercurial medicine
thould be prefcribed, in fuch fmall dofes as
not to excite any evacuation fromm the confti-
tution; for, given in this way, it is a moft
efficacious remedy for promoting the matura-
.tion of all kinds of abfcefles. The dict thould
be the fime as in health; and, if the fuppu=-
ration is flow in its progrefs, a quart of porter,
or a pint of wine, fhould be taken every day.
It is hardly neceflary to add, that mercury,
ufed in fuch quantities as to falivate, or pafs
off by the inteftines, will tend to prevent the
fuppuration ; which it does in two ways, firlt
by the evacuations it produces, and next by de~
ftroying or weakening the action of the vene-
real virus.

When the whole external furface of the
‘tumor is foft, and become fo thin that the
fluCtuation of the contained matter may be

planly
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plainly felt, and the furrcunding hardnefs has
fubfided, it is in a proper flate to be opened ;
the methods of doing which are, either by
cauftic, or incifion. The moft common me-
thod is, by applying a foft cauftic on the
whole furface which covers the matter.  The
caufticum commune fortius is the beft for this
purpofe : before you apply it, it fhould be
foftened with foap, then fpread on a piece of
lint, and a thick adhefive plaifter applied round
the part which is to be cauterifed, to prevent
it from aéting on any other but that which
covers the matter. The time neceflary for the
cauftic to lie on, will be according to the
thicknefs of the part which is to be formed
into an efchar. When the cauftic is removed,
the efchar fhould be punéured for the dif-
charge of the matter, and then dreffed with
warm emollient poultices, or pledgets of mild
digeftive ointments, which fhould be continued
till the efchar cafts off, and the ulcer is in a
healing ftate. It is the practice of fome Sur-
geons, to cut away the efchar as foon as the
cauftic is removed ; but this is needlefs, as it
will not expedite the cure, nor be in any way
~a prefervative of the conftitution againft the
abforption of venereal matter ; and, in fa&, is
improper, becaufe, by expofing the infide of
a:f4 the,
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the abfcefs to the action of the dreflings and
air, much unneceffary pa‘ih'is caufed, from its
being {o extremely tender te the touch.

The other method of opening buboes is, by
mcifion : this may be, in general, perforined
with one firoke of an abfcefs-lancet : the tu<
mor is to be opened its whole length, and in
its longett diretion ; in which Dperatioﬁ it 1§
always neceflary to attend to the fituation of
the inguinal aftery, becaufe, 1n fome caies, it
15 almoft in contad with the matters and then,
unlefs it was fkilfully performed, and the pa-
tient properly confined during the time, there
would be great danger of committing a fatal
error. in opening the artery; accidents of ‘which
kind have, I believe, happened. Another cau-
fion neceffary in this way of opening buboes,
is to ftop the hemorrhage, which often hap-
pens from fome fmall branch of an artery un-
avoidably cut in making the incifion ; for, as
fuch arife from the inguinal trunk, they are
apt to throw out a great quantity of blood:
this therefere fhould always be done before
we leave the patient, either by dry lint and
'prt:ffurc, prepared dried {ponge, or needle-and
Tigature ; the neceflity of which is proved by
‘this cale.—A Gentleman had a bubo opened
by incifion at eleven o'clock in the forenoon s
. the
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the wound was dreffed with dry lint, and the
h@morthage thereby ftopped; in the evening
he was in company in a warm room, when he
fuddenly became pale, fainted, and fell from
his feat; as foon as he recovered, on exami-
ning the bubo, he found near a quart of blood
in his breeches, and it was then ifluing
freely from a fmall artery, which was imme-
diately fecured by needle and ligature. "Ano-
ther inftance of this kind happened to 2 Gen-
tleman in London, to whom I was called :—a
deep-feated bubo hzd been opened in his groin
a few hours before, and the blood was then
flowing fo freely from a large branch of an
artery, that, if it had continued half an hour
in that ftate, it would probably have proved
fatal : 1 took vp the bleeding veflel by needle
and ligature, which ftopped the hemorrhage ;
but this patient did not recover the lofs of
bloed in two months, having been but lately
arrived from the Eaft-Indies, in a very relaxed
ftate of health, The method of opening bu-
boes by incifion is not now fo much in ufe as
formerly, as it was often found, that the heal-
ing of the wound was attended with much
~ ditficulty, owing to its lips' becoming callous,
or fo tucked in, and united to the cavity of the
ulcer, as to render another &ﬂnful operation

{ome-
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fometimes neceflary, that is, cutting off the
lips with a fcalpel, or crooked {ciflars. The
cauftic method is free from thefe obje&ions,
from its deftroying the parts which caufe thﬂ
laft-mentioned accidents.

Buboes, when opened either by incifion or
cauftic, are {fubje&t alfo to the following acci-
dents. The firft is a fudden change of the
ulcer from an healing ftate to a phagedae-
nic fore, with jagged hard lips: for this,
the Peruvian bark is the beft remedy; and
the mercurial courfe may be either continued
or left off, as experience will direct ; it being
in fome ufeful, in others injurious.  This ac-
cident 1s moft liable to occur in buboes which
have been opened by incifion. '

Another change, after they are in a healing
ftate, is, to fpread into a large ill-conditioned
fore, having a fmooth ungranulated furface, of
a livid colour: this change is in fome cafes
very {udden, happening even in twenty-four
hours, and without pain. The Peruvian bark,
given in full dofes, is the grand remedy to be
depended upon in thefe cafes; and cooling me-
dicines, cordials, acids, or opiates, may be given
with the bark.

The caufe of this alteration in the ulcer

can’ feldom be known with certainty ;{ but
if
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- if it continues {preading, the meércurial courfe
muft be immediately left off; for it fhould
ever be remembered, that a perfeverance in
the ufe of mercury is a dangeérous experiment,
and has proved fatal in many cafes of this kind =
one unhappy inftance of which I was a witnefs
to, in a ftrong young man, who was in other
relpects in good health, and died in confe-
quence of the wound fpreading fo as to cover
part of his thigh and abdomen ; whereas, from
feveral cafes of the fame kind, which I have
feen cured by bark and cordials, without mer-
cury, I have no doubt but that this patient’s
life might have been faved by the fame kind
of treatment, Moft of thefe cafes foon yield
to the bark, the ulcer contraéting its fize, and
- affuming a healing difpofition : in fome, how-
~ever, the fore continues fpreading for feveral
days, notwith{tanding the bark and other pro-
per medicines are given: but even in fuch, I
difapprove of the ufe of mercury; for it
does not feem to me to be of any fervice, and
is known from experience generally to do
much injury.f This change feems not to
arife from a venereal caufe, but more pio-
‘bably from either a putrid or fcorbutic dif-
pofition, an impoverithed ftate of blood, or
the effects of mercury and confinement. T have

feen
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feen both methods fairly tried, and never knew
any good done by mercury, but gencrally fo
much harm that the fore continued {preading
till the mercurial courfe was entirely defifted
from ; but the other mode of treating this
complaint feldom fails of producing an apparent
change for the better within a few days. Some
of thefe however are much more ob(tinate than
others, the ulcer continuing to {pread, notwith-
ftanding the judicious ufe of the bark affifted by
any other medicines. In fuch cafes, I would ad-
vife that the ulcer be drefled with opium, which
may be ufed either in a fluid form, by ma-
king a flrong f{olution of it in water, and ap-
plying lint wetted with it to the part; or it
may be {pread upon lint, (being firft foftened
with a few drops of any eflential oil) and ufed
asa cerate, formed by mixing fome fimple
aointment with it. Should this method not
fucceed, aftringent or antifeptic remedies are
to be tried, or Peruvian bark in deco&ion,
and externally as a fomentation, or in a folid
form, by {prinkling the fore with the powder.

Another accident, fometimes attendant upon
healing buboes, is, that they take on an ap-
- pearance much like a cancerous ulger. Thig
change fometimes happens as fuddenly as the
laft, though it is ufually flower: the fore fel-

. dom
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don enlargés near fo much, and rarely exceeds
the bounds of the part which had been difeafed
by the abfcefs, or the attion of the cauftic or
knife. The ulcer is, in fome of thefe cafes, of
the colour of a healing wound ; but in moft it
is of a very pale red, and is in all covered with
feveral eminences, each of which is ftudded
over with granulations, and the edges of the
{ore are hard and uneven, or jagged. This al-
teration feems in general not to be venereal,
becaufe tnercury alone will feldom perf a
cure. Some of them may be cured by the
Peruvian bark alone ; others do beft with the
bark joined with mercurials in 2 moderate or
{mall quantity : probably an opiate application
to the ulcer might be ufeful; and farfaparilla
fhould be tried, on the idea that this morbid
change may be caufed by the mercury.

It is remarkable that this change may occur
many times m the {ame bubo: 1t commonly
happens when the fore is nearly healed, by its
{preading to its former fize, {ométimes even in
twenty-four hours time, without pain, fever,
or any apparent caufe; the fame mode of treat-
ment is neceffary every time.

But, in fact, fome of thefe cafes are of fo very
obftinate a nature, as feemingly to bafile every
the moft fkilful attempis to cure thenx : in fuch,

K hemlock
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hemlock taken internally, and ufed externally,
will probably be found to be the beft remedy,
although I believe all thefe cafes are curable
by a perfeverance in the {kilful ufe of bark
and mercury. 'This accident is not peculiar
to any kind of conftitution, for it feems to

occur as often in a good as a bad one.
But 1 am well convinced that venereal buboes
may be cured without any furgical operation,
or cauftic application: for, if they are treated
as ?mmﬂn abfcefs, which is to be brought
to fuppuration, and are permitted to break of
themfelves, and the part is afterwards drefled
with proper applications, fuch as emollient
poultices foftened with oil, or mercurial oint-
ment made without turpentine, the cure may
be performed without further furgical aid. By
this method the matter will be all difcharged,
and the aperture will heal often without be-
coming a' larger fore than the flat furface of a
fplit pea. I have conftantly ufed this method
during thefe laft fix years, and find that lefs
time 1s required to cure in this manner, than
when either cauftic or knife is ufed. There is,
befides the preferving the patient from the
pain of an operation, the further advantage of
rendering the cure more expeditious, which the;

following cafe fufliciently elucidates,
In,
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In July, 1778, a young woman in the Mag=
dalen Hofpital had a venereal bubo in each
groin, which were as much alike in fize,
fituation, and every other circumftance, as
poflible. -~ That in the right groin was opened
by incifion, the fifth day of the month : that
in the other I brought to fuppuration; it
broke off itfelf the twenty-eighth day of
the fame month, and was hecaled by the
twenty-ninth day of Auguft; whereas that
which had been opened by incifion; wwas
not cured till the middle of O¢&ober.—This
being a2 new method of treating buboes, I beg
to be indulged in adding a few more lines for
its fuller elucidation, and to vindicate 1t fromy
{uch objections as will probably be urged
again{t it. The curative intent is to procure
an opening for the difcharge of the matter
contained in a venereal abfcefs, and to heal the
part afterwards ; which defigns are-as effectu-
ally accomplithed by permitting the abfcefs to
make its own opening,as by opening it by cauftic
or incifion. Befides the advantages attending
this method, which have been already recited;,
it feems to me to be highly probable, that thers
is lefs danger, in this method, of the difeafs
getting into the conftitution by abforption of
venereal matter, becaufe the ulcerated furface
is fo much f{maller than when an opening is

' K2 made
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made by art. But it will probably be thought
by fome, that permitting thefe abfcefics to
make their own opening, is not good furgery,
Nincteen cafes, in which I have ufed this prac~
tice with fuccefs, prove that it will in general
anfwer every curative intent: and it may be
added, that moft pther abfceffes, whether ve-
nereal or not, if fituated as favourably as bu-
boes, may be cured in the fame manner, as
I have repeatedly experienced, If letting out
the_@ttcr from a bubo, and deftroying the
pat where it had formed, would totally
eradicate the venereal difea’e, it would al-
ways be good pradtice to deftroy the whole
furface by cauftic: but this is not the cafe,
for we have no proof of the whole venereal
virus being colle@ed at the part ; and the fol-
lowing cafe fhews the contrary to be the fact.
A Surgeon diffeted out two incipient buboes
from a poor man, one from each groin, which
had arifen in confequence of a chancre which
had healed in a fortnight after its appearance,
during which time he took three grains of
calomel everv night: each of the wounds,
made by cutting out the buboes, became a
large venereal fore, which could not be healed,
though' very fkilfully treated, till the patient
had takena cenfiderable quantity of mercury.
It may al{o be added to the above obfcrvations,:

thag
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that the cure of buboes in this new method
does not require more mercury than when
opened by cauftic or the knife.

The next of the difeafes to be treated on,
which happen in confequence of chancres, is
the Phymofis, A Phymofis is fuch a ftate of
the prepuce of the penis, that it cannot be
drawn backwards fo as to denude the glans.
This complaint always begins with an inflam-
mation ; which may, in moft cafes, be cured
by the frequent ufe of an emollient or fedative
lotion injected between the prepuce and glans,
and keeping the part covered with a warm
relazing poultice : the bowels fhould be kept
lax by cooling purgatives; and fuch other re-
medies fhould be ufed as are proper for the
cure of a local inflammation.

A long, hard, cord-like fwelling arl_fss upon
the dorfum of the penis in fome of thefe
cafes : it is ufually about the thicknefs of a
crow’s quill, extends obliquely from the fwelled
prepuce to near the pubis, and is, in fome
inftances, not painful, or tender to the touch.
It is remarkable, that this fymptom is feldom
caufed by ulcers on the prepuce; and that it
ufually difappears when the difeafe of the pre-
puce is cured : but, if it fhould remain after
this, it may be difcufled by rubbing in mer-

curial
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- curial ointment on the glans, prepuce;, and
ikin which covers the {welling. I have had
one cafe of this kind which was not vene-
real, but arofe without any known caufe, and
was not attended with any venereal {fymptom :
at its firft appearance, the prepuce was flightly
inflamed and fwelled.
 After the inflammation has fubfided, if the
phymofis remains, the caufe will be, either a
fwelling of the whole prepuce, partial indura-
tions of it, er adhefions between it and the
glans penis. In each of thefe flates, we are
advifed by moft authors on this fubject, to
perform the operation for the phymofis: this
confifts in cutting through the prepuce, from
its fore part to its attachment to thé corona
glandis : the incifion fhould be ftrait, and
made at its upper part, and a little to one fide
to avoid cutting the artery, which runs along
the middle of its upper furface. The incifion
fhould always be made with a curved knife,
a director being introduced, if the ftate of the
prepuce is fuch as to admit of both the inftru-
ments together ; if not, 1t may very well be
performed with a concave fharp-pointed bi-
ftoury, in this manner :—It is to be pafled in
flatways, then turned with the cutting edge
forwards: the point is to be immediately pro-~
truded,
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truded, and the operation to be completed, by
making a ftrait incifion through the prepuce.
Probe fciflars are fometimes ufed for this ope=
ration ; but this 1s not good practice, for it
may be always done with a knife; and fciffars
are a bad inftrument, for they bruife at the
fame time that they cut, therefore the wounds
they make are of a worfe nature than thofe by
the knife: anether forcible reafon to forbid
their ufe is, that they give infinitely more pain
than the knife, and no Surgeon can be juftified
in giving his patient more pain than is abfe-
lutely neceflary. 'When this incifion is: madc;
the next thing to be done is, to cut off the
callous or difeafed parts of the prepuce: the
part is then to be dreflfed with dry lint, and to
be treated as a common incifed wound, till a2
digeftion ig eftablithed. '

The word circumeifion originally ‘meant the
cutting off part, or the whole of the prepuce ;
but is ufed, in Surgery, to fignify either that,
or the fimple divifion of the prepuce: but,
from my obfervations upon feveral operations
for the phymofis, I think it ‘may be admitted
as a general rule, th_at there never is any occa-
fian to cut off the prepuce ; for, however much.
it may be fwelled ‘or enlarged, “if from "a vene=
real caule, it is: reducible ‘to its original fize,

by
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by the judicious ufe of mercury ; and the pres
puce, though divided, will diminith fo much
as not to be any impediment in the venereal
at, or in voiding the urine. But further,
every truely venereal phymofis, in which no
alteration is produced in the ftruure of the
parts, fo as to occafion adhefions between the
prepuce and glans penis, or contractions of it
from lofs of fubftance, by floughing or dée.p
ulcerations, may be cured without any opera-
tion, by fuch a courfe of mercurial medicines
as was recommended for that of chancres :
it-1s neceifarjr, in moft of thefe cafes, to keep
the gums or the breath affeCted by the mer-
cury during the whole of the cure. A poultice
of bread and milk, or linfeed powder and
water, thould be kept continually on the pre-
puce, if it is inflamed ; and a proper lotion
thould be injected twice or thrice a day be-
tween the prepuce and glans ; and, if both
thefe parts are ulcerated, they muft be kept
afunder, while they are healing, by fome pro-
per drefling, {kilfully introduced between them,
to prevent their uniting together. This me-
thod of treatment is conformable to the theory
of the phymofis being fuch a venereal {ymp-
tom, whofe cure is principally to be effected
by mercury. On this theary, I adopted this

mode
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imode of practice, and have fucceeded in every
cafe which has come under my care for thefe
laft feven yc:irs, and have not failed, in oné
fingle inftance, of curing without the operation,
or even any confinement to the houfe. Other
objeclions to the operation for the phymofis,
are, that it 15 fometimes attended with a trous=
blefome heniorrhage, requiring the ulfe of
the needle and ligature: in other cafes, the
fore becomes extremely painful, {preads, and
is very tedious of eure ; inftances of which I
have feen.

The next fjrmptam to be treated on is the
Paraphymnﬁs. The caufe of this is the fame
as that of the phymofis ; therefore, if the pre-
puce in a phymofis was to be retradted behind
the corona glandis, it would there form fuch
a ftri€ture; that it could not again be drawn
forwards over the glans penis; which confti-
tutes the difeafe called paraphymofis. Infome
cafes, this complaint requires the immediate
affiftance of a fkilful furgeon ; for the ftriGure;
by caufing inflammation and impeding the
circulation, would, in a bad habit of body,
bring on a mortification of the glans. The
operation confifts in dividing the ftrictures by
incifion, and then reducing the prepuce to its
patural fituation, that is, drawing it over the

VO glans ;
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glans; but the laft part can feldom be done
without exciting great pain, from the inflamed
ftate of the parts, or the viclence which muft
neceffarily beufed from the partshaving adhered:
it thould therefore be deferred till the inflam-
mation 1s much reduced; for, if the firiture is
removed by the operation, thé fituation of the
prepuce will not have any material effeé upornr
the inflammation.  The operation may be per-
formed, in moft cafes, with the concave tharp-
pointed biftoury, the point of which is to be
cautioufly paflfed under the ftritures, which
are then to be cut through. The next obje
is, to reduce the inflammation, which is to be
effeGed by the ufe of emollient poultices, cool-
ing fedative lotions, or fomentations to the dif-
eafed part, and ufing fuch internal remedies as
are proper for a local inflammation.  But,
previous to the operation, the retraction of the
fkin to its natural fituation fhould be attempted
with the hands; the beft method of doing
which, is, to include the glans in a piece of
cloth wetted in cold water, and then with the
left hand to prefs it for a minute or two, till its
fize is as much reduced as pofiible, by the blood,
being urged by this means into the {fpongy body
of the urethra; and then with the right hand...
the prepuce muft be drawn over the glans. By
thig,
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this method I have reduced the prepuce to its
natural fituation, in {everal cafes which would
otherwife have required the affiftance of a cut-
ting inftrument.

A Swelling, or dlfcafﬂd enlargement, of the
Labia Pudﬂndz of wonen, is another, and not
an uncommon confequence of chancres. This
has feldom much tendency to inflammation,
and therefore, in general, requires no other
treatment but fuch a mercurial courfe as was
recommended for the cure of chancres, and the
conftant ufe of a bread and milk or linfeed
poultice, foftened with mercurial ointment pre-
pared without turpentine. This f{welling is
in moft cafes of the edematous kind ; but in
fome few there is a general and equal hardnefs
of the whole parts.

Ulcers of the Tonfils or Uvula, when they
appear as the immediate confequence of a chan-
cre healed injudicioufly, feem to me to be a
local venereal fymptom. It has generally been
regarded as a certain {ymptom of the conflitu~
tional lues ; but this may be doubted, from the
following circumftances : firft, becaufe it ufually
appears in a much (horter time than a confti-
tutional lues venerca does; fecondly, that the
chancre, on the appearance of this {ymptom,
lofes much of its virulency ; and laftly, that

L2 the
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the difeafe is confined to this part, Fron
thefe circumftances, I think it may be ration-
ally inferred, that the difeale has remaved from
one part to the other, without infeding the
conftitution. It muft however be confefled,
that it is difficult to afcertain whether the
confiitution 1s infeCted with thé¢ difeafe by
this change of fituation, or not: yet, in fa-
vour of my opinion, it muft be obferved, that
in fome cafes of abfcefles (not venereal)
the matter has been abforbed, and ano-
ther abfcefs appeared in fome diftant part of
the body, and in a lefs fpace of time than
feems neceflary for the tranflation of the mat-
ter, by the circulation of the blood, from one
part to the other. And further, fome parts
are more prone to be affeted by the venereal
virus, at its removal from the genitals, than
others ; and the throat feems to be the moft fo
of any diftant parts, =~ Venereal ulcers of the
tonfils may be in moft cafes known from
thofe of any other kind, by their peculiar
appearance; for their edges are {welled, jagged,
and irrcgular; the ulcerated furfaces being
of a whitith colour, and having a peculiar
venereal appearance, which cannot be learnt:
by any written defcription, but is eafily diftin-
guithed by thofe who have fcientifically at-

tended
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tended to the various appearances of ulcers of
thefe parts*, There is alfo another kind of
uicer of the tonfils, which has the refemblance
of avenereal one, but is not really fuch; nor
1s it of the inflammatory or putriﬂ kind, butis
faid to be {corbutic. Moft of thefe cafes have
occurred after the cure of a venereal ulcerated
throat. [ am of opinion, that it is not fgor-
butic, but arifes from a difpofition in the parts
to form the fume difeafes which they have
before been affedted with: of the fame kind
are the ulcers which fometimes appear upon
the parts where chancres had been feated.
Venereal ulcers of the throat are frequently
accompanied with an impediment of the voice,
producing a thicknefs of fpeech, vulgarly called
fpeaking through the nofe, though, in fad,
this is owing to the paffage of the nole being
obftru¢ted by the {welling. Another circum-
ftance, (hewing the peculiar difpofition of the
tonfils to be affected by the venereal difeafe, is,
that ulcers of them are in general the firft {ymp-
tom of the, difeafe, when it has been received
from

"% T once faw a fair cafe of venereal ulcers of the tonfils,
in which the difeafe was communicated by a kifs. It hap-
pened. to a young Lady, who had fuffered her Lover to kifs

her when he had venereal ulcers on his tonfils, He had nct
taken any ether libertics.
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from matter applied to the genitals, without
producing any complaint on them. This hap-
pened twice to a gentleman of my acquaint-
ance: he had been connected with many com-
mon women ; and the firft venercal fymptom
with which he was attacked each time, was
an ulcer of the tonfils.

This fymptom, when recent, and the ulcers
have not corroded deeply into the parts, may
be cured without confinement, by fuch a mer-
curial courfe as was recommended for curing
chancres. Mercurial applications will greatly
promote the healing of the ulcers, and may be
ufed in the form of a gargle: the moft adlive
in this way I imagine to be mercurius corrofivus
{ublimatus, diflolved in a watery or {pirituous
vehicle. - Another eflicactous mode of apply~
ing mercury to thefe ulcers, is by fumigation ;
but mercurial applications fthould not be ufed,
unlefs the ulcer is of a peculiarly bad difpofi-
tion, or that it does not properly yield to the
eflect of a2 mercurial courfe. Mercurius fub-
limatus was formerly in the higheft reputation
for this venereal fymptom : it was always ad-
miniftered in a liquid vehicle, in which form
it certainly feems to have a peculiar effe& in
curing venereal ulcers of the tonfils. But it

has been obferved, that the cures performed in
~ this
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this way were not permanent, as other vene-
real fymptoms {ometimes enfusd ; from which,
and other circumitances attendant on the cffects
of mercurial applications, it appears highl_y pro=-
bable to me, that the injudicious application
of mercury to the ulcers, in the a& of drinking
the medicine, prevented the cures from being
cffeGtual, by healing them before the virus was
deftroyed. For this reafon, the mercurials pre-
{cribed for the cure of this fymptom fhounld be
in a folid form.

The next venereal {ymptoms are, Uleers of
the Lips, Tongue, or Mouth. Ulcers often
happen in thefe parts, particularly the lips,
from other caufes, but which bear fome refem-
blance to thefe venereal ones. Venereal ulcers
of the lips are furrounded by fuch a hardnefs
as accompanies chancres; thofe of the mouth,
by an inflamed edge ; and thofe of the tongue
generally appear as if a picce had been cut out:
befides thefe peculiar {fymptoms, they ufually
have fomething of the vencreal afpeét. But
the appearances alone, in thefe (ymptoms, are
feldom {ufficiently charaéeriftic of the dif~
eafe ; it is therefore always neceflary to gain
every other afliftance in our power: thus, by
a careful examination of the patient, we may
poflibly find other venereal fymptoms, or be

¢nabled
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enabled to afcertain the prob&biiity or Impro<
bability of its being venereal, from the mode
of cure ufed for former venereal {ymptoms,
having been adequate to the end propofed, or
not. The cure of thefe ulcers is the fame as of
thofe of the tonfils : but it muft be remarked,
that mercurial applicaticns have not fo power=
ful an effect in promoting their healing.
Verruce, or Condylomata, are venereal ex-
crefcences, fituated moft frequently round the
anus : they are both of the fame nature ; thofe
being called Verruce, which are not much
raifed above the found furface on which they
are feated ; and thofe Condylomata, which are
elevated fo as to become pendulous. They
are, In fome cafes, an immediate effet of
chancres ; but moft frequently are a {ymptom
of the conftitutional lues. The cure is firlk
to be attempted by fuch a courfe of mercurials
as will gently affet the fauces, but not ex-
cite a falivation: this courfe is to be conti-
nued about five wecks; and, if the tumors
do not then greatly diminith or difap-
pear, the cure is to be effected by excifion
or cauftic. The verruce are, in moft cafes,
more cafily cured by cauflic than by incifion.
The common cauftic applications will gene-
rally fucceed in removing thefe exerefcences ;
' but
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but if they grow again, or do not decreafe
properly, it would be right to ufe a cauftic
having arfenic for its bafis. Mercurial fumi-
gations ufed to thefe tumors have been found
to cure fome of them, after cauftic and incifion
have failed : but a gentle mercurial courfe muit
be perfifted in till the cure is completed.

Warts upon the Penis, or Labia Pudendi,
are the next fymptom on which we are to
{peak. They are feated, in men, on the glans
penis, corona glandis, and prepuce ; and, in
women, on the labia pudendi, nympha, cli-
toris, and orifice of the meatus urine. Thefe
are, in fome cafes, not venereal; which I aflert
from having feen fome clear inftances of fuch,
which I cured by external remedies alone :
therefore, when there is no other venereal
{ymptom, and they are not fixed to an inflamed
part, the cure fhould be attempted by external
remedies, on the idea of their being a local,
and not a venereal difeafe. = Venereal warts
are, in many cafes, accompanied with fome
other venereal {ymptom, and, when they are
not, -are ufually fixed to a difeafed furface,
and have an inflammatory tendency. That they
are a true venereal fymptom in fome cafes, is
proved by their difappearing as foon as a pro-
per quantity of mercury is introduced into the -

M body,
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bedy, withdut the afliftance of any topical
application, after having previoufly refifted the
effets of the moft judicious external remedies ;
and by their communicating the Venercal Dif-
eafe to another perfon, of which I have known
a certain inftance. It muft alfo be remarked,
that taking away warts while a venereal taint
semaing, is very feldom of any ufe, becaufe
they generally grow again, or others form on
the {fame parts. The methods uﬂ:d fﬂl‘ remo-
mg them are, E}.Clﬁ{}n, llgatule or cauftic.
The firlt is {eldom ufed, on account of the
dread which moft people have of having a cut-
ting inftrument ufed to thefe parts : when the
cure is attempted in this way, the whole fur-
face on which the wart grows fhould be cut
off. The next method is, by ligature : this
is peculiarly well adapted for removing fuch as
have a large body and a lender bafis; and, in
all cafes where it can be ufed, is moft likely
to effect a lafting cure, probably from its be-
ing more apt to bring on fuch an inflamma-
tion of the parts which furnith them with vef-
fels, as to prevent their growing again : the
ligature fhould be made of waxed thread of a
proper thicknefs, in proportion to the fize of
the warts, and fhould be tied as tight as pol=
fible, fo as not to cut through their bafis 5 for,
: IR
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in that cafe, the end propofed, which is of ftop-
ping the circulation, would be fruftrated. The
third method, which is that of deftroying them
by cauftic, is performed by touching their whole
furface with fuch a cauftic as will not liguefy,
“and run upon the adjacent found part : this ap-
plication is to be repeated as often as the flough
formed by the aftion of the cauftic comes off :
the cure, in this method, may be afiifted by
the ufe of a flimulating application, fuch as
a folution of mercurius corrofivus {fublimatus,
half a grain, or a grain, in an ounce of water.
It is alfo a fadt, that inflammation from any
other caufe will fometimes cure them, caufing
them to fall off as if deftroyed by cauftic; from
- which circumflance, I have {ometimes ufed a
ftimulating lotion with fuccefs. - It is difficult
to form a proper theory of the cures performed
in this way ; but the moft probable one feems
to be, that inflammation produces fuch an
alteration in the difpofition of the parts which
produce the warts, as to prevent them from
fupplying the quantity of blood neceflary
for their growth. But, although warts may,
in moft inftances, be cured in one of thefe
methods without much difficulty, yet there
is another kind of cafe, the cure of which is
very difficult; for the warts grow fatter, and

increale
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mcreafe in number, upon the ufe of either of
the above-recited remedies : an arfenic cauftic
fhould then be tried; and if that does not fuc-
ceed, all {timulating applications fhould be laid
afide, and the cure a‘tempted by a gentle mer-
curial courfe. This ftate of the difeafe feems
to be caufed by the parts where the warts are
feated having fo ftrong a tendency to form
them, that every irritation of the part caufes
an increafe of the tumors. In cafes which do
not yield to either of the above methods of
cure, mercurial fumigations to the part thould
be made ufe of.

Another difeafe fometimes caufed by chan-
cres is, Venereal Eruptions, or Blotches, on
the Skin. ‘This fymptom, in thefe cafes, ap-
pears immediately after a chancre injudiciouily
healed, and is always attended with fuch an al-
teration in its appearance as occurs at the origin
of any other venereal {ymptom ; which cir-
cumftance tends ftrongly to prove, that it is
caufed by the chancre. Thefe eruptions ufu-
ally appear firft about the pit of the ftomach,
and afterwards on the whole fore part of the
body, the forehead, and the face ; and, in its
worit ftate, the roots of the nails will become
black : but it is fomewhat remarkable, that

they
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they never appear on the penis, fcrotum, or
pﬁbes.

. They {ometimes arife very fuddenly, that
is, within twenty-four hours ; but, in general,
are three or four days in making their appear-
ance. When this {ymptom firft appears, the
ikin is mottled with light-brown marks : after
a few days, the principal part of the difcolour-
ation difappears, and leaves diftin& darker fpots,
called copper-coloured, though, in fad, the
colour bears a nearer refemblance to a bruifed
part after the blacknefs has gone off, fuch as
may be obferved in what is vulgarly ftyled a
black eye, when a yellow or livid appearance
fucceeds the blacknefs : after fome time, moft
of thefe fpots difappear, and others arife, gra-
dually enlarging, and then are covered with a
fcurf, or fcab, which falls off, and is fucceeded
by a thicker one; and when this procefs has
been repeated feveral times, the cutis is de-
itroyed, and an ulcer is formed in this place,
which will fometimes fpread larger than the
furface of a thilling, and is always furrounded
with a fwelled and inflamed edge. Some of
thefe are very painful and tender to the touch ;
others are not fo. When thefe are feated ei-
ther on the nates or armpits, the fkin againit
which they neceffarily rub becomes difeafed,

though
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though in a fomewhat different way ; for a
white rough fcurf will rife upon the {urface of
the {kin, filled with a watery fluid, contained
in numerous {mall veficles.

The cure of this fymptom muft be per=
formed by fuch a courfe of mercurials as will
act principally upon the fkin: bat falivation is
unneceflary, and, in moft cafes, would retard
the cure, becaufe, when mercury affects the
fauces, it feems to act lefs powerfully upon
the furface of the body, where the difeafe is
feated ; and, on this principle, confinement to
the houfe, fhould it caufe the mercury to aét
upon the mouth, would alfo retard the cure,
The beft-adapted preparations fot curing this
difeafe are, miercurius corrofivus fublimatus,
mercurius calcinatus, or calomel, and {ulphur
auratum antimonii, of each equal parts; and
the action of either of thefe, or of any mer«
curial preparation, upen the per{piratory organ,
will be aflited by diluting potions : half a pint
of a ﬁmng decoltion of farfaparilla, mezereon,
or of any of the fweetening roots, fhould be
drank warm three times a day ; of any other
alcaline {udorific medicine mdy be advifed in-
fiead of thefe. :

Ulcers on the part where the ehancres had
:been feated, are allo a fymptom, though rather

an
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4an uncommon one, fometimes arifing from
chancres. It generally happens at the diftance
of two or three weeks after the chancres have
been cured ; and, in every cafe of this kind,
which has come under my infpetion, there
had been feveral chancres; from which it feems
probable, that it feldom happens from a fingle
one. The ulcers moft frequently appear upon
parts which have no cuticle, as the glans penis,
and infide of the labia pudendi. They have
no furrounding hardnefs, nor have they a ve-
nereal appearance. They are ufually feveral in
number, and never come upon the healed fur-
faces of the chancres, though always contiguous
to them. They may, moft commonly, be cured
in a few days, by a gently-aftringent lotion
or ointment. A remarkable circumftance which
occurs in fome of thefe cafes is, that they re-
turn again f{everal times, at nearly the {fame in-
terval from their ficft appearance after the chan-
cres were healed. Under thefe circumitances,
the principal object fhould be, to endeavour to
afcertain the caufe of this fymptom, and to pre-
{cribe fuch a medicinal courfe as is beft adapted
for its cure and prevention.

The other fymptoms recited in the af-
femblage of thofe caufed by chancres, are
Nodes of the Periofteum, Nocturnal Pains, and
FOTTIO5 Caries
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Caries of the Bones ; but, as I defign to treat
of thefe {ymptoms in the enfaing part of -this
work, it is unneceflary to fay any thing now
upon thefe fubjecis, farther than to obferve, that
when caufed by chancres they generally appear
within three or four wecks after the healing
of the chancre, and are not accompanied with
any other venereal complaint.

Having now treated on the difeafes which
are generally known to happen in conféquene:
of chaneres, it may not be improper, previous
to the next part of this work, to relate fome
cafes which prove, that they are capable of
producing other very different effects.

A Gentleman had a chancre, in Auguft,
1777, for the cure of which he immediately
began a proper courfe of mercurial medicines =
a week afterwards, he was wet through his
clothes in an open boat; in three days, the
chancre was perfectly well ; but a week after,
he was taken ill, at bed-time, with a fhivering
fit : a feverith heat and drought enfued: the
next day, he was attacked with a difhiculty of
fpeech, caufed by a diftortion of his mouth,
the right fide being drawn up towards the eye.
The feverith complaint was cured in a few
days, by lying -in bed, low diet, two mild
cathartics, and fome faline draughts; but the

diftortion
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diftortion of the mouth continued, and the
contrated part was confiderably hardened.
An eminent Phyfician confulted with a fkilful
S-tirg’enn upon this cafe; and they were of opi-
nion, that it was a venereal fymptom caufed
by the chancre. A courfe of mhercurial fric-
tions was begun immediately ; and in a few
days, when the mercury began to affect the
fauces, thé hardne(s decreafed, the contraction
leflened apparently, was entirely removed in
twelve days from the beginning of the mer-
curial courfe, and the cure was completed in
four weeks. This extraordinary venereal af-
feGtion of the mouth has been remarked by
fome former authors on the Venereal Difeafe.
From the circumftances which preceded this
fymptom, and the fuccefs of mercury in curing
it, there can be no doubt but that it was ve-
nereal, and the immediaté confequence of the
chancre.

- A fecond uncommon vénereal cafe happened
to a Gentleman who had arrived two months
before from the Eaft-Indies. Two recent
chancres appeared upon the corona of the glans
penis, which were properly treated, during ten
days, by an Apothecary; but, as they conti-
nued growing worfe, he put himfelf under the

care of a Surgeon; the whole glans penis was
| N _ then
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then {lightly inflamed ; thﬂ'paticnt was bled
twice, and the moft effeCtual remedies ufed for
reducing the inflammation during a fortnight ;
notwithftanding which, it became more violent
than ever, and had a manifeft tendency to mor-
tification : two Hufpi-tal-SurgEDﬁs, and a Phy-
fician, were then confulted ; and, notwith{tand-
ing their utmoft efforts to prevent a mortifica~
tion, a portion of the teguments of the penis,
the prepuce, glans, and part of the urethra,
mortified, feparated, and came away, leaving.
an orifice in the urethra, at the perinzum,
through which the unhappy patient voided his
urine ever afterwards. As foon as thefe parts
were healed, he was attacked with no&urnal
pains in his arms and legs ; had a venereal
node on his rigf]t olecranon, one on each tibia,
and one on the metatarfal bone of the fecond
toe of his right foot ; which laft fuppurated,
and part of the bone exfoliated. He was at
length cured by a courfe of mercurial frictions,
continued during ten weeks.

I have feen another cafe attended with the
fame circumftances of a mortification, and lofs
of part of the urethra, glans, and prepuce;
but without any other venereal fymptom.

ON
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CaNSTITUTILONAL

EoUilag U M EoNCE-RECE A,

HIS ftage of the difeafe is the only one

which can be, with ftrit propriety,
ftyled the Lues Venerea, Itis frequently caufed
by the unfkilful management of fome of the
fymptoms proceeding from chancres. Some-
times, however, it is the immediate confe-
quence of a chancre, of which the laft cafe
but one is a clear inftance ; and, in other more
rare inftances, it appears without any previous
venereal fymptoms, the virus having probably
been abforbed into the circulation from matter
applied to the external parts of generation,
without producing any difeafe of them. The
{fymptoms produced by the virus, when in the
conftitution, are, nofturnal pains in the bones
of the limbs and head, pains and {wellings of
the joints and other parts of the limbs, nodes,

caries of the bones, decafnefls, abfcefles, and
ulcers
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ulcers in various parts of the body, venereal
ophi‘:halmia, fiftula lacrymalis, {fmall hard tu-
mors on the hairy {calp, and nape of the neck,
falling-off of the hair, hecic confumption,
cough, the ozwena, polypus of the nofe, lofs
of fight, fcaly eruptions, or chaps, in the
palms of the hands or feet, fmall ulcers
on the tongue and infide of the mouth, and
head-ach. Befides thefe, there are many other
venereal fymptoms, which occur on parts not
commonly the feat of this difeafe.

Some ancient authors, befides the fymptoms
already recited, aflfert that it in fome cafes
attacks the brain; in others, the lungs or abdo-
minal vifcera ; alfu, that it fomctlmts pruduces
the lﬂprqu

'Ihf: firft-mentioned diforder caufed by the
vener&a] virus, when in the conflitution, is
fixed or wapdering pains in the bones of the
limbs and head, This fymptom generally
comes on at a confiderable interval of time
after fome other venereal one, bemg ufually
more than fix weeks : - but, as the firft attack
of this diforder .is ufually flight, itis apt to
be difre_gardﬁd, and not thq}ught to require any
medical aid, being often miftaken for fheuma—
tifm, or a common cold. And, indeed, it will
nf 1tfelf in fome m&ances, dlfappear without

the
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the ufe of mercury : but then it either returng
with greater violence, or produces fome other
venereal complaint, The interval of time be-
tween the difappearance of this {fymptom, and
the rife of the fame, or any other venereal af-
fection, as has already been obferved, is inde-
terminate ; but it is allways greater after every
time of the venereal {ymptoms having fponta-
neoufly, or without the ufe of mercury, gone
off. This, as well as every other fymptom of
the conftitutional lues venerea, is the more
difficult of cure in proportion to the length of
time that it is in the conflitution., Why it
. fhould be fo, cannot perhaps be fahsfa&c-nlx
accounted for; but it is no improbable conjec-
ture, that the venereal virus, in proportion to
the length of time that it has been in the con-
ftitution, produces its effects with a lefs degree
of pain, inﬂammatiun; and irritation ; and that
canfequemly, if the difeafed parts are become
lefs irritable, they will not fo eafily be acted
upon by mercury ;: on this principle we may
account for the dreadful havock made in va-
gious parts of the body by an old conftitutional
lues venerea, without that degree of pain which
would be the inevitable attendant on fuch dif-
eafe of the parts, if produced by any other
caufe. It feems neceffary in this place to in-

troduce



I 94 ]

troduce the faﬂmwmg general obfervations on;
- the Conftitutional Lues Venerea.—The vene-
real diiﬂrder. when once in the conﬁitutmn,
will ¢ontinue durmg life, unlefs cured by mer-
cury.—Its prog orels may' be ﬂJppE:d, and the
{ymptoms even removed, for a time, by any
-acute or vmlen_t difeafe, {uch as a f’r:vcr_. Every
age, fex, and peculiarity of conftitution, of the
human race, is fubject to the effe@s of the ye-
nereal virus; but there are fome conflitutions
- more fufceptible of it than others, and on
which it produces greater d difeafe ; ; particularly
the fcurbunc habit of body : and I am of opi-
nion, that the difeafe is flower in its progrefs,
longer in its time of appearance, and attended
with lefs inflammation, in women than in men.
Further, that no {pecies of conftitutional _lu.e.:é
can be cured by any other medicinal courfe
than a mercurial one : this is one of the moft
certain falls of any in the healing art; for, in
all ages and countries where this difeafe has
raged, attempts have been made to cure it
by every other medicine, which, from its
known properties, was thought capable of
doing this; and of the numerous inftances re-
lated of cures fo performed, there is not a
fingle one to be relied upon. But, although
16 medicine, except mercury, will cure a con-

{titutional
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fitutional lues venerea, yet fome of them are
capable of yielding much relief in fome fymp-
toms of the difeafe. Another circumftance in.
curing the conftitutional lues venerea, is, that
the mercurial courfe neceffary for  this pur-
pofé, muft be fuch as to produce apparent
effects, to thew that it is in a diffolved ftate in
the patient’s body ; and it is alfo neceffary that
thefe effeés fhould be kept up by mercury,
during the whole time of the cure : therefore
the cure of the conftitutional lues venerea,
performed b}"‘a violent falivation, or any other
effect of mercury, though continued even for
many weeks, if caufed by however great a
quantity of mercury, introduced into the cons
ftitution at only fuch a number as five or fix
dofes or inunctions, is never effcctual; the
difeafe always appearing afterwards.  And,
from my obfervations on a great number of
thefe cafes, it appears, that thofe cures are very
{feldom permanent which are performed with
lefs than fourteen dofes of mercury; from
which it follows, that the quantity of mer-
¢ury, or time neceflary for the cure of a lues
venerea, can never be previoufly afcertained ;
as it will depend upon its adtion on the pa-
tient’s conftitution, and on the difeafe; for
fome people are fo irritated by mercury, that it

is
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is extremely difficult to introduce into their
Blood fuch a quantity as is neceffary for curing
the difeafe: this circumftance happens to fome
gouty perfons. I am alfo of opinion, that
mercury, when it does not produce any appa-
rent effects, has in very few cafes even the
power of ftopping the progrefs of the fymp-
toms of this ftage of the difcafe. 'The quan-
tity of mercury to be given, or rubbed in, for
2 dofe,. thould be as great as the patient can
bear, fo as not to produce any violent effeéts,
or fuch {ymptoms as to prevent its repetition,
cither daily, or every other day; for when it
a&s in that way, the cure is retarded, from the
mercury not being ufed fo often as is neceflary
to perform a cure when fuch effets do not
happen, and is rendered lefs certain from the
fymptoms difappearing, or abating much of
their virulent appearance, merely in confe«
quence of the evacuation or ftimulus produced
by the mercury, and not by its ating upon
the difeafe as an antidote in deftroying its virus.
When a large quantity of mercury is to be
introduced into the body in a fhort time, mer-
curial ointment is in moft cafes the beft pre-
paration for this- purpofe, becaufe there are -
few people whofe inteftines will bear fuch a
quantity of crude mercury as may be rubbed in

by
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by ointment; or fuch a dofe of any other
preparation of equal f’crength, without being
thereby fo irritated as to evacuate it by ftool.
The ointment is to be rubbed intci the fkin :
the parts chofen for this purpofe; are the
thighs, legs, feet, arms, and hands. It thould
be done in a warm room, before a fire, and is
to be continued till the whole is abforbed ; {o
that the time neceffary for rubbing in any
quantity is indeterminate ; for the larger the
furface 1s which is anointed, the fooner it will
be abforbed. The ikin of fome people will
abforb mercurial ointment much fooner than
that of others; and even ir,‘thf: fame perfon it
will enter more quickly at fome times, than at
others, during a mercurial courfe. Some old
authors have mentioned anointing the whole
{furface of the bcd}r;' but modern prattice for-
bids the ufe of mercurial ointment to the head,
breaft, and abdomen, through fear of produ;-.
cing fome difturbance in the functions of thefe
par'ts: the ointment, in a moderate quantity,
may however be rubbed in upon thefe parts ;
for it does not pafs from the furface to the cen-
tre of the parts over which it is rubbed, being
carried into the circulation chiefly b}? the
lymphatic abforbent vefiels, which run along
the furface of the body, and are not found in

| | 0 _ any
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any parts to pafs inwards, except in a ﬂantfn‘g’
or oblique direction: but, as this practice is
feldom neceflary in venereal cafes, it is need-
lefs to add more on the fubjet. The effe&s

of mercury upon the conftitution having al- |
'ready been treated on, it only remains for me
here, to add a few words upon the fubjet of
falivation ; it having been for many years, and
being now, in high eftimation, as the beft
mode of curing the venereal difeafe; and by
fome praltitioners it is fuppofed to be the

only effectual one.

Having before endeavoured to prove that
the great utility of falivation arifes from the
fauces, being the moft favourable part of the
body for the mercury to act upon, during a
cure; care fhould therefore be taken, that it
be not excited by any other means than the
fimple effeCts of mercury; becaufe, if raifed
to too great a height, it will retard the cure
by ftopping the mercurial courfe, and render
it more uncertain by producing an abatement
or difappearance of the venereal fymptoms,
without deftroying the virulence of the difeafe.
But in phyfic, as in other {ciences, it has been
comhmon to err in theory, by pafling from oné
extreme to another: thus fome have thought
falivation never needful, and that, whenever it

i comes
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comes on, it fhould be removed by expofing
the patient to the open air; for it is known
from numerous obfervations, that warmth pro-
motes a mercurial falivation, and that cold air
retards 1t: inftances, proving which, fometimes
occur in patients, who have been taking mer-
cury without its producing any effet upon the
mouth, and, on being confined ir a warm room
for a few days, become falivated, without ta-
king any more mercury; which muft certainly
be owing to warmth exciting the action of the
mercury upon the falivary glands. It is alfo
a fa@, though at firft view it feems paradoxical,
that fudden expofure to cold air will fome-
times excite a falivation; which I fuppofe it
does by increafing the heat and irritability of
the body, by caufing a flight fever: but, as fome
-other {ymptom ufually enfues from the fudden
ftoppage of a {pitting, fuch as a violent vo-
miting, or a fit of the cholic, I think it would
not be prudent to expofe a perfon, who is in a
falivation, fuddenly to the cold air; but, if the
_effe@ of cold is tried, the change fhould be
gradual, by taking the patient firft for a few
hours into a room where there is no fire; the
next day the window might bz opened ; and
the firft time he goes out, he thould have the
fame flannels and clothes on, which are worn

O 2 1n
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in tke ufual way of being managcd in a faliva-
tion. Another circumftance is, that a certain
quantity of mercury, introduced into the con-
ftitution in a fhort time, has more effet in
curing the diforder, than the fame quantity
given in fmaller dofes and in a longer fpace of
time. ‘Therefore it {hould be a general rule to
introduce as much mercury at each time, as
the patient can bear, without its producing any
violent effects. It is not, however, yet afcer-
tained, whether 1t is beft to give, or rub in,
the mercury in a double quantity every other
day, or half the fame proportion each night:
in obftinate cafes, and ftrong conftitutions, the
firft of thefe methods fhould be tried ; but in
common cafes, and in all weak conflitutions,
any attempts to get a large quantity of mer-
cury into the body in a fhort time, will be at-
tended with danger of its bringing on a diar-
rheea, a violent falivation, or fome {uch difor-
der as would retard the cure. - The mercury,
in curing this ftage of the difeafe, is to act
principally by the quantity introduced into
the body in a diffolved ftate; therefore one of
the mild clafs of its preparations will in moft
caies be the moft eligible: but if fuch are
found not to at upon the conftitution in a
proper way, that is, when a great quantity has

%
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been introduced without producing any effe&,
one of the acrid mercurials may be given to
advantage, to excite the mercurial ftimulus in
the conftitution, and caufe it to diflolve the
mercury ; thus a few grains of calomel, given
every night, will, in fome cafes, foon bring on
a ptyalifm, after half a drachm of crude mer-
cury has been taken, or rubbed in, every day for
two or three weeks, without producing any
fuch fymptom: if this method does not pro-
duce the defired effet, a large dofe of one of
the acrid preparations fhould be given. This
peculiarity is in fome cafes conftitutional ; but
in others it feems to be owing to the long-
continued ufe of mercury, by which it lofes
the power of ftimulating the body; juft as
ftrong liquors, or an unwholefome air, ceafe
to produce any bad effe¢ts upon thofe who have
been long accuftomed to them. In one cafe

of this kind, the unhappy patient had fuch a
caries of the right orbit, that the eye was pro-

truded out of the focket: he had, by the
advice of his Surgeon, rubbed in a drachm of
ftrong mercurial ointment, and had taken three
quarters of a grain of corrofive fublimate of
mercury, night and morning. Another Sur-
geon, being confulted on this cafe, advifed that
the mercurial courfe thould be left off, and

that
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that the patient fhould take no other medicine
for threec weeks, except a laxative potion every
other day. He was then put under a gentle
courfe of mercurial inunctions; and, in ten
days after, a kindly fpitting enfued, though
“only half as much mercurial ointment was
rubbed in every night, as had been ufed in the
former courfe. In the other ftate, when the
mercury does not produce any of its ufual
eftects upon the patient, and that circumiftance
cannot be aecounted for from the caufe above
mentioned, it is to be regarded as a conftitu-
tional peculiarity : in thefe cafes, the dofes
fhould be increafed as fuddenly as can be done
with prudence, and fome of the ftimulating
preparations tried: perhaps elecirification Iﬁight
‘be ufed to advantage in fuch cafes ; which, by
increafing the irritability of the body, might ren-
der it more fufceptible of the mercurial ftimulus.
From fome inftances of this kind which have
come under my infpetion, and others which
I have been informed of, this difpofition does
not feem to be peculiar to any conftitution or
form of body, but occurs in all.

It appeared neceflary to introduce thefe ge-
neral obfervations on the difeale, and on the
ufe and action of mercury, previous to the
‘treating on the fymptoms of the conftitu-
tional
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tional lues venerea, becaufe they are applicable’
to all its fymptoms : we therefore now proceed
to their cure, in the order in which they were
{tated.

The firft {ymptom is, Nocturnal Pains in the
Limbs and Head. They are not, firitly {peak-
ing, no&urnal ; for they happen in the day, as
well as the night. It is often very diificult to
diftinguifh them from rheumatic pains, there
being a great refemblance between them ; for
the exacerbation of the pains at night, is the
fame in each, and is alfo a common {ymptom
in fome other chronic complaints. It is ne-
ceflary, in order to form a proper judgement
on thefe cafes, to attend particularly to the
venereal complaints which the patient had for-
merly been afflicted with, and their mode of
cure ; for, if it had been unfkilfully performed,
that circumftance would probably fet the mat-
ter in i1ts proper light. If the cafe ftiil re-
mains a doubtful one, it may be at firft treated
as the rheumatifm, as its not getting better
in that way would be a ftrong argument in
favour of its being venereal. Thefe pains, at
their beginning, are ufually erratic, with re-
i"pet't to the parts affected, and the times when
they return ; but the fore parts of the tibia are,
in moft cafes, the firft feat of this difeale; and

-

the
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the humerus, the thoulder joint, or the boney
point of the elbow, are generally next attacked
with thefe pains. After this fymptom has gone
on for a few weeks, the pains increafe, become
more durable, and more fixed in their fitua-
tion ; and laftly, the bones of the fkull fome-
times are the feat of this difeafe, caufing a ve-
nereal head-ach.

. Thefe pains may, in moft cafes, be much
alleviated, and, in fome, nearly removed, by
the radix laureolz (mezereon). The beft mode
of giving it is in a decotion, made by boiling
three drachms of the freth root, cut into {mall
{lips, in three pints of river water, till it comes
to a quart. This medicine is very beneficial,
where the pains are {o violent as to weaken the
patient, and a mercurial courfe cannot be im-
mediately entered upon : but it is beft to per-
form the cure by mercury, without the affift-
ance of this medicine, becaufe it does not feem
to poflefs any power over the difeafe, as an an-
tidote or deftroyer of its virus; for the pains
cannot be radically cured by it, being found
always either to return again, or to occa-
fion fome other fymptom of the conftitu-
tional lues venerea. The mild preparations
will cure every fuch cafe, if adminiftered pro-
perly, foas to excite a mercurial ftimulus in

the
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the conftitution : and, if the patient is in good
health, a cure may often be effe@ted without
confinement, efpecially in warm weather or a
warm climate, Warmth is a great promoter
of the a&ion of mercury; and, for this reafon,
the difeafe is eafier cured in warm than in cold
climates. The time requifite for curing this
fymptom, if the patient is confined, will never
be lefs than five weeks, and, without confine=
ment, two months. The mercurial courfe
thould be continued during the whole time,
even if the fymptoms are removed fooner ; but
it is neceffary always to go on with the mer-
cury for one week after the difeafe is cured;
for by experience it is found, that this is the
only method in which there can be a certain’
dependence of an effe@ual cure being per-
formed, becaufe a difappearance of the diforder
for a few weeks or longer may happen from
fome other unknown caufe, even where no
courfe of medicines has been ufed ; and it
]Seing a fact eftablithed by praltical remarks,
that cures performed without this precaution,
are feldom (I am inclined to think never) per-
manent. If mercurial ointment 1s ufed, it
fhould not be rubbed in on the parts where
the pains are ; for this might remove them
without deftroying the venereal virus, and thus

P put
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put the patient in the fame kind of danger of
having his conftitution further affected by the
difeafe, as when any other venereal fymptom
1s cured by a mercurial courfe; but the removal
of the fymptoms of the difeafe has been effetted
by the application of mercury to the parts af-
feted. The bones moft liable to be the feat
of this difeafe are thofe of the moft folid tex-
ture, and, in general, thofe parts of thenmx
which are moft expofed to the ation of the
air, from being but thinly covered with foft
parts, fuch as the fore parts of the tibiz, and
the olecranon. The reafon of the difeafe fixing
on thefe parts is not known : fome writers
have attributed it chiefly to the peculiar ftruc-
ture of the parts affefted; but this theory is
not fatisfactory, becaufe there are parts of
other bones of a fimilar ftruéture, but which
arc not the feat of fuch pains once for
twenty times in the others. It has been fup-
pofed, that this circumftance was owing  to
the action of the air upon the parts; but the
fallacy of this appears, from the outer and
inner procefies of the bones which form the
ancles, and from other parts of bones, being
as thinly covered with foft parts as- thofe ufu=
ally affected, and being yet very {eldom the feat
. .cof venereal painss The truth {eems to be, that
i fome=
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. fomething is to be attributed to each caufe;
but that it depends principally upon the ftruc-
ture of the bones affeted, they being thofe
of the moft folid ftruture, asis the fpine of
the tibia and os frontis; whereas the boney
parts which form the ancles, and other bones
which are but thinly covered by foft parts, and
are feldom affeGed by the venereal difeafe,
are of a lefs compaé ftructure, being of that
kind called by anatomiits, fpongy.

Thefe pains may be, in many cafes, much
relieved by preventing the ation of the air
upon the parts ; which may be done by cover-
ing them with flannel fo thickly, as effe¢tually,
to prevent the air from having accefs to them,
or with fome plafter of a warm nature, {uch
as diachylon cum gummis, {pread upon leather.
This eircumfitance is of fuch confequence, that,
in fome cafes, a cure can fcarcely be effected
without it. In a cafe of this kind, the pa-
tient, who had undergone two falivations with-
out effect, and was about to make a voyage to
Lifbon, to try what benefit could be had from
a warmer climate, was advifed to put himfelf
once more under a gentle mercurial courfe,
keeping the parts conftantly covered with flan-
nels; by which he experienced an effe¢tual cure
in ¢the courfe of fix weeks.

The
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The next {ymptom is, pain in the joints
and other parts of the limbs. The joints moft
liable to be thus affeGted, are the fhoulder,
elbow, knee, or ancle, In many of thefe cafes
this {ymptom is blended with the laft, the
pains being feated on almoft the whole of the
limbs affefted, and there being no external
morbid appearance. When this difeafe fixes
on any joint, it became_s weak, is painful when
moved, and generally fwells ; but this is not
- fo perceptible in joints which are thickly co-
vered with foft parts, as is the {houlder joint.
What the local effe@ produced on the parts is,
we do not with certainty know ; but it moft
probably is a fwelling and inflammation of the
ligaments of the joint. The fwellings which
fometimes accompany this fymptcm,'dappeaﬁ
ing on other parts of the limbs, are ufually
feated on the fafcie; and I think, that which -
covers the mfiufcles on the outfide of the leg,
and that placed on its lower and back part,
are moft often affeted in this way. This
inflammation has a tendency to fuppurate, and
ufually does fo, unlefs the virulence of the
difeafe is deftroyed by mercury, or a revul-
fion is produced by fome other diforder, or by
evacuant medicines. | |
' | Thefe .
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Thefe {ymptoms form a worfe ftate of the
difeafe than the former. The cure is to be
effeCted by 'th,_e fame mercurial courfe as the
laft, with this difference, that it ufually mult
be longer continued : and in this, the meze-
reon root, and warmth, are of lefs eflicacy to-
wards alleviating the pain. It is highly pro-
bable, that blifters applied over the whole
difeafed part, would be of great fervice in
curing this affeGion of the joints, having been
found very ferviceable in the enfuing {ymp-
tom, and in that kind of enlargement of the
joints called the White Swelling.

Nodes are the next {ymptom of the difeafe,
This diforder was not rightly underftood till
very lately; for Nodes were always f{uppofed
to have been {wellings of the bones: but mo-
dern obfervations prove, that they are in gene-
ral a difeafe of the periofteum only, though
in fome cafes the tumour is of the bone itfelf.
They are ufually painful; from which cir-
cumfitance it is probable, that they are a more
common diforder than is imagined, being the
caufe of fome venereal pains in thofe parts of
bones which are fo thickly covered with foft
parts, that the {welling cannot be felt through
them: fome cafes of which kind I have feen.

Some
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Some nodes are attended with very little pain:
thefe are generally very {low in their formation,
not having near fo ftrong a difpofition to fup-
purate, as the former kind have. They ufually
begin with a fixed pain in the part, the {welling
being confined at firft to a fpace ufually about
the fize of a fhilling ; and they feldom {pread
much beyond their original breadth. Some are
conftantly painful, extremely tender to the
touch, and the integuments which cover them

are {lightly inflamed: others are {o indolent as to
excite but very little pain. The matter which

forms in them is ufually dark coloured, and
of a tenacious ropy confiftence, refembling
that of an inguinal bubo. 'The parts fubject
to this difeafe are thofe which are the feat of
venereal pains in the bones; that {fymptom
generally preceding this: but other bones are
{fometimes the feat of this difeafe ; an inftance of
whichoccurred in a patient of mine, in thefum-
mer of 1777, who had nodes on four ribs of each
fide.—The cure of nodes is to be performed by
fuch a mercurial courfe as the laft {fvmptom,
continued till they are perfectly free from pain;
but if a cure thould be effe@ed in lefs than five
or fix weeks, the mercurial courfe muft be per-
fited in for at leaft that time, becaufe the
venereal virus will feldom be effeCtually era-

dicated
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dicated in this ftate, unlefs the conftitution
has been fo long ftimulated by mercury. Much
affiftance however may be had in the cure,
by a fkilful furgical treatment of thefe tu-
mours ; and the pain may in fome of them be
much alleviated by the mezereon decoction,
given either previous to, or during the mer-
curial courfe. Before matter has formed,
the difeafe may in fome cafes be cured
by applying a blifter over the whole furface
of the tumour; but a more certain way of
curing them, is, by making an incifion through
their longeft extent down to the bone: the
wound muft afterwards be drefled fuperficially,
and will ufually heal in a fhort time, without
any inconvenience arifing from the bone ha-
ving been denuded. But, as thefe operations
are not capable of deftroying the venereal virus,
they fhould only be ufed in fuch cafes as do
not readily yield to a mercurial courfe, or in
which fuch a ceurle cannot be immediately
entered upon. When matter has formed, it
1s to be let out, either by cauftic or incifion :
the former was the common method, but the
latter is to be preferred on many accounts:
Firft, that from there being a {fmaller portion of
bone expofed, there will be a proportionably
lefs degree of danger of an exfoliation: Se-

condly,
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condly, that incifion feems to be a more cer-
tain and more expeditious cure of the difeafe
in the periofteum, than the a&ion of a cauttic
from the fore produced by this method, being
fmaller than the other, and the procefs of
cafting off an efchar being avoided, the wound
may be healed in much lefs time. This fub-
je& may be concluded by obferving, that nodes
arife often from bruifes, and fometimes even'
without any known caufe, which refemble ve-
nereal ones in every fymptom, except the pre-
ceding pain of the part: alfo, that it 1s in
many cafes impoffible to reduce the f{wollen
portion of the periofteum to its natural fize;
and therefore the criterion of the part being
free from pain, and not tender to the touch,
is in general a proof that the venereal virus
is deftroyed, and that mercury will not be
of any further affiftance in ‘yeducing the fwell-
Ings. : _
Caries of the Bones is ﬂ]e next fymptbm.’
This difeafe is of two kinds ; the one, when it
is caufed bf, or fixes _;;ffl, that part of a bone
which had been coyered by a node of the
periofteum; in the other, the caries originates
in the bone, and the periofteum becomes af-
terwards difeafed in '{‘\onfequence'uf it: and
it 1s afferted bv fome atthors, that a venereal
taint
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taint is fometimes the caufe of fraures of the
bones, happening from an internal caufe: Le
Dran and Heifter were of this opinion. In
the extraordinary cafe of fractures from an
internal caufe, which terminated in a mollities
offium, related by Mr. Thompfon, in the fifth
volume of the London Medical Effays, he gives
reafons for fuppofing that this difeafe origi=
nated from a venereal caufe.—~The former
kind may in moft cafes be prevented by bli-
fters or incifion, as was advifed in the treat-
ment of nodes of the periofteum: The other
{pecies attacks moft frequently the os frontis,
ofla parietalia, ethmoides, ofla {pongiofa, ofia
nafi, or the bones which form the boney arch
of the palate. This difeafe of the frontal, or
parietal bones; begins fometimes in an extra«
ordinary manner ; for a portion of the outer
table of the bone is eroded in a circular form,
the infide of this difeafed circle remaining
found : the caries then fpreads irregularly in
every direction; and the periofteum becomes
difeafed, and matter frequently forms between
it and the carious bone. But the venereal virus
produces various kinds of caries ; which feems
owing to the peculiar ftructure cf the bones
affeCed, and not to any {pecific altion of the
difeafe on them ; for the carieg aof fuch bones,

Q | when
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when arifing from any other caufe; is attended
with the famelfymptoms as the venereal one:
therefore, when it attacks the benes con-
tained in the cavity of the nofe, they being
formed of extremely thin layers of bone, exfo-
liations foon take place, and the parts thrown
off are whole portions of the bone; and their
covering membrane having a fecreting furface,
and, in confequénce, being plentifully fupplied
with veflels, becomes difeafed, and {oon com-
municates the virus to the remaining part of
the bone. The furgical treatment of this
caries confifts in removing the difeafed parti-
cles of bone with the forceps; but no violence
{hould be ufed, becavie thefe bones are of fo
delicate a texture, that a very lictle force with
that inftrument is capable of breaking the
found bone. When the membrana {chneide-
riana becomes ulcerated, as it dces in fome
cafes of caries of the bones which it covers,
the difeafe is ftyled an Ozzna. When the offa
nafi become carious, if an exfoliation is un-
avoidable, it fhould be procured from the ca-
vity 'of the nofe, by means of the common
forceps ; and it may be neceflary to affift the
extraction of the bone, by making an incifion
through its covering membrane with a lancet
or gum-fleam. In order to prevent the in-

convenience
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convenience of a fore on its outfide, and &
{fcar, which would be left after the cure, no.
furgical applications fhould be wufed to the:
outfide, unlefs there is an inflammation, or.
tendency to fuppuration, and then fuch only.
as are beft adapted to prevent a rupture of the
fkin. A folution of faccharum  faturni, and
fal ammoniacum, in water, will in moft cafes
be a very eligible remedy for this purpofe.
In the caries of the bones of the palate, the
exfoliation always comes away by the mouth ;
and it is fometimes neceflary to make an in-
cifion through the membrane which covers it,
to make room for its extraction. The venereal
difeafe does not fix on thefe bones often ; and
[ think it is nearly certain that thefe cafes are:
not fo common now as they were formerly,
even within the remembrance of many Sur-
geons now living. It alfo appears to me, that
it does not produce’ thefe effects in women fo
often as in men; which can {carcely be doubted,
if it be confidered thar it is feldon feen in
proftitutes, though, out of the great number
of them, very few efcape having the vencreal
difeafe ; and that we obferve more men disfi=
oured by thefe kinds of caries than women.
'Fhefe difeafes are accompanied with the fol-
lowing fymptoms: the caries of the bopesin

Q2 the
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the cavity of the nofe is attended with fuch a
change of the voice, as is vulgarly called ¢ fpeak-
ing through the nofe;” as is the fame difeafe
of the boney palate, and offa nafi. This is
undoubtedly caufed by the cavity of the nofe
being contrac¢ted by the fwelling of its inner
membrane, fo as to prevent the paflage of fuch
a quantity of ‘air as fhould be tranfmitted
tnrough it, for the proper modulation of the
voice. When the offa nafi throw off any exfo-
liations, the nofe becomes flattened ; for being
portions of their whole fubftance, its arched
form is loft by the removal of the fupport or
buttrefs to the covering integuments ; and the
change of voice continues for life. Exfolia-
tions of the palate ufually leave an opening
between the mouth and nofe: this, if fmall,
and left to take its own courfe, has been known
to clofe, which muft have been effe@ed either
by a callus, or by the membrane of the mouth
uniting over it. Large exfoliations of this
boney partition leave an opening between the
two cavities ; which ufually caufes fuch an im-
perfetion in {peech, as to render articulation
very imperfe. It is alfo attended with a
moft diftrefsfal difficulty in {wallowing food,
owing to part of it being forced into the ca-
vity of the nofe, by the altion of the tongue
in
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in chewing and fwallowing. Theft inconve-
niences may, however, be in a great meafure.
remedied by a falfe palate, made of filver,
gold, or horn.*®

This infirument will anfwer the defired pur-
pofe, in many cafes, fo well as to enable the
patient to {peak and {wallow without incon-
venience, even though there was fo large an
aperture as to make both thefe actions attended
with extreme difficulty without this affiftance.
The falfe palate fhould be taken out every eve-
ning for the {ponge to be cleaned, or a new
one put on; and it may either be worn at night,
or not, as from experience may be found ne-
ceffacy. In a cafe of this kind, in which I
ufed this inftrument, the falfe palate was made
of filver, fo thin that it could be eafily bent ;
and the woman had three of them to wear in
change, but never flept with one in. The
furgical treatment of venereal caries of the folid
bones confifts, firft, in the proper management
of the difeafe of the foft parts which cover
them ; and next, in removing the carious por-
tions of bone. For the firlt purpofe, fuch ap-
plications are to be ufed as are neceflary in an

inflam-

* A defcription of which may be feen in Heifter’s Sug«
gery, Chapter XC, on Operatigons of the Head,
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inflammation, or abfcefs of the parts, derived
from any other caufe: and the fecond intent
18 to be effected by the ufe of the forceps; and,
if the opening to the difeafed part is not fuffi-
ciﬂnqur_ large for the extraltion of the bone, it
muft be enlarged by proper tents of fponge,.
‘gentian, ;or fuch like {ubftances, or, which is
in. moft cafes the belt method, by incifion :
but it fhould be remarked, that denuding a
difeafed pertion of bone which is to exfoliate,
before it is loofened from the found part, is
injudicious ; for very little if any benefit can
accrue from it, and keeping the bone denuded
is;attended ufually with much pain and con-.
fidefable difficulty. Itisalfo to be obferved,.
that: the abfcefies which ufually happen in con-.
{equence of thele difeafes of the bone, may,,
when they are difpofed to break of themielves,,
be permitted fo to do; and that, in taking,
away the unfound bone, none, or very little:
force muft be ‘ufed in ' detaching it from thei
found part ; for ithe cure of the difeafe in the
conftitution cannot, 1 think, be expedited by
any {urgical treatment of the p.art.a&'l:&cd.:
The cure, in all thefe cafes, muft be performed,
by a ‘powerful and long-continued courfe of
mercury : the mild preparations are to be pre-
ferred, bﬂﬂé-}lfﬁ tht;y_'may be longer ufed than

| ; the
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the acrid ones: as much as pofiible muft be
introduced into the body, fo as gently to affeét
the mouth, urinary or perfpiratory organs,
without caufing a falivation ; becaufe the dif-
charge of faliva, by weakening the patient,
might prevent the continnance of the mercu=
rial courfe for the time necefiary for the cure;
which is feldom lefs than two months. A nou-
rithing diluting diet thould be advifed, and the
patient not be kept in bed, if the fymptoms
can be removed without it; and in warm wea=
ther, or a warmer climate, {ome cures may be
effccted without confinement. The deco&ion
of farfaparilla may alfo be given with the mer-
cury, which fhould be made by boiling fout
‘ounces of the frefheft root that cab be pro=
cured in four pints of river water, till it comes
to two pints: half a pint may be drank three
or four times a day warm. This thould be ad=
-vifed in all obflinate cafes of this kind ; for,
though I am much inclined to think with
many modern practitioners, that it has no power
in deftroying the venereal virus, yet I have
feen fome cafes of vemereal caries cared with
this medicine alone, after a long-continued
mercurial courfe had failed., This I account
for by fuppoling, either that this vegetable had
deftroyed the venereal virusy or that the difeafe
' in
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in the part was the remaining c¢Fe@ prodiced
by the virus, which had been eradicated by
the mercury ; and that the cure was then per-
formed by the conftitution, which it was not
able to do whilc harraffed with a mercurial
courfe : or, this idea being carried ftill further,
may we {uppole that mercury keeps up the
difeafe by irritating the part, and that farfapa-
rilla aéts as an antidote to fuch irritation f—
One cafe of this kind happened, in 1776, to
a Gentleman belonging to one of the Publie
Offices in London : he had a earies in the me-
tacarpal bone of the fecond toe, attended with
confiderable pain, befides which he had noc-
turnal pains in his legs and arms : I had kept
him in a gentle falivation for two months; du-
ring the laft fortnight, there was no abatement
of the pains, and he was much weakened by
the ptyalifm : his cure was completed by far-
faparilla alone, and he has remained well ever
fince, not having taken any mercury from that
time. But in fome of thefe cafes, particularly
thofe which are moft difficult of cure, the only
“method of cureis, to introduce as large a quan-
tity of mercury into the conftitution as can be
done with fafety, and in as fhort a {pace of
time as poflible : mercurial fumigations may

alfo be ufed to the difeafed parts. This courfe
muft
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nitft be continued daily as long as the patient
can bear it, {0 as not to excite toec violent effeéts
tipon the conftitution ; and, in fome cafes, a
falivation feems neceffary. Another obfervation
upon this kind of caries is, that it cannot al-
ways be cured by mercury; for, if the vene-
real virus has produced fuch a difeafe in a2 bone,
that a part of it muft be thrown off, the ve-
nereal difeafe may be cured before nature has
accomplifhed this neceflary alt: this is feen
oftencit in the caries of the fpongy bones of
the nofe, fmall portions of them continning to
come away at times for many months after the
venereal virus is eradicated.

The next {ymptom to be treated of, is Deaf-
nefs. This, though it certainly has happened
from a venereal caufe, yet does very feldom,
if ever, occur without fome other fymptom of
the difeafe, being, in moit cafes, caufed by a
venereal affection of the adjacent boney parts.
The cure is to be performed by {fuch a mercu-
rial courfe as is neceffary for curing the atten-
dant venereal fymptom. Mercurial fumiga-
tions may be ufed conveniently in this diforder,
although very little benefit is to be expe&ed
from any topical remedies, till the vencreal virus
is deftroyed. 'This deafnefs is ufually attended
with the teafing fenfation of a finging or noife
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in the cars, and without any alteration in the
ftate of the ear-wax: but even this {ymptom
cannot always be cured by mercury, becaufe
fuch a change may have been produced in the
organ of hearing, by the difeafe, as to render
it incurable; or it may remain after the¢ vene-
real taint 1s removed, and may afterwards be
cured by nature, or medical aid.

Abfcefles and Ulcers, in various parts, are
the next fymptoms. Venereal abfcefles happen
moft often upon the furface of the body or
limbs ; but the vifcera, and the cavities in
which they are feated, feem not to be fubject
to this venereal affection ; for no inftances are
now met with of fuch a venereal fymptom hap-
pening in the brain, lungs, heart, any of the
abdominal vifcera, or in their containing cavi--
ties. There are no certain fymptoms by which
a venereal abfcefs can be diftinguithed from
any other ; but, after a proper attention to
every circumftance of the cafe, a fkilful practi-
tioner will, in general, be able to form a pro-
- per opinion on the fubjet. Numerous {mall
venereal abfceffes happen often when there are
bad venereal eruptions on the fkin, formingmuch
like boils, breaking, and terminating in fuper-
ficial venereal ulcers, which heal or fcab over :

but this kind belong to the fubje@ of venereal
| " erup=
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eruptions. - Venereal abfcefies, in general, form
with lefs pain and inflammation of the tegu-
ments than moft others (except fcrophulous
ones) ; and the contained maiter is not like
cominon pus, but is ufually of the ropy glairy
kind, mueh like what is formed in a venereal
bubo: this is fomewhat remarkable, as it tends
to prove, that this kind of matter is formed by
the peculiar ation of the venereal ftimulus,
and not, as is by many thought, owing to the
firucture of the parts where it is formed ; for
it is found in glandular parts, as are the groins,
and on the leg, where there is no fuch glan-
dular apparatus. They are generally very flow
in their progrefs, and moft commonly accom-
panied with confiderable furrounding hardnefs :
they are ufually feated over, or contigyons to
the fafcie, and feldom happen on the face, ex-
cept when in the lacrymal fuc. Thefe kind of
abfcefles may be permitted to break of them-
felves; for the cure depends chiefly on the
mercurial courfe : but if, when they are fit to
be opened, there is not a proper tendency in
the part to break of itfelf, a puncture may be
made with an impofthume-lancet, in the mof}
depending part, for the more favourable exit
of the matter ; and the cure may be completed
without any farther operation, if the part is

kept
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kept in a proper pofition, and conftantly co-
vered with emollient relaxing poultices.

Venereal ulcers are in moft cafes the con-
fequence of fuch abfceffes. They may be di-
vided into two forts: the one 1s that in which
the ulcer refembles a common old uleer in
the lf:g, the fore being ill-conditioned, fur-
rounded with a hardnefs of the part, and ha-
ving callous lips: the other is an ulcer of
the phagedenic kind, being painful, exqui-
fitely tender to the touch, having jagged
edges, and an uneven ulcerated furface ; is
ftudded over with round hillocks of whitith
fungus ; and, on the whole, bears a {trong re-
femblance to a cancerous fore. Thefe ulcers
in general admit of no further benefit from
external applications, than to keep them in a
proper ftatec with refpe& to the fungus which
may grow on them, and to give fome relief
to the pain and tendernefs: but they can fel-
dom be healed by any topical remedies; and
if they could, the venereal virus would thew
itfelf jn fome other part of the body, and, moft
likely, in a worfe form. 'The cure of thefe
abfcefles and ulcers muft be performed by fuch
a courfe of mercurials as will prodace fome
evident effect upon the body. Salivation is
feldom neceffary; but ¢ nfinement to the houfe

: is
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is {o, in moft of thefe cafes. During the form=
ation of a venereal abfcefs, if 1t comes forwards
kindly, the mercurial courfe thould be defifted
from; becaufe, as I have obferved in buboes,
that giving or rubbing in mercury, while mat-
ter is forming, very much retards this opera-
tion of nature, it would have the fame effet
in this cafe. Some venereal ulcers are very
difficult and tedious of cure: mercurial fumi-
gations thould be ufed to fuch : gum guaiacum
alfo, in fome of thefe cafes, is of the greateft fer-
vice towards haftening the healing of the fores ;
but, though it is a powerful afliftantin many
cafes, and will cure fome fuch ulcers, yet it
does not poflfefs the power of deftroying the
venereal virus; becaufe, if du ring or after fuch
cures, a proper mercurial courfe is not admi-
niftered, {ymptoms of the conftitutional lues
venerea always appear afterwards, as hath been
proved by the faireft experiments made with
that medicine in feveral fuch cafes. The me-
thod of ufing thé*gum guaiacum is, by mixing
as much of it in a poultice of linfeed-flour and
water, as can be borne without caufing much
pain, and renewing it night and morning:
it fhould alfo be given internally, in as large a
quantity as poffible without purging; to pre-
vent which effe®, a moderate quantity of

opium.
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opium fhould be given with it. I had a pa-
tient who took half a drachm of guaiacam
three times a day (with fucce(s) for fuch
uleers, The laft remark which I have to make
upon this fubje& is, that thofe applications
which give moft eafe thould be in every {uch
cafe made ufe of, becaufe the chief dependence
ts to be placed on mercury for a radical
cure,

The Venercal Ophthalmia is the next ve-
nereal {ymptom which requires our attention.
This is of two fpecies : the one I flyle the Acute
venereal ophthalmia, in which the inflam-,
mation is great, and the pain more than is
ufually produced by fuch difeafe from any
aother caufe: the other, which is the more
common ong, is very flow in its progrefs, at-
tended with little or no pain, and the inflamed
eye is of a dingy red colour; the eye-lids alfg
have a peculiar livid appearance, and a reddith
tinge ; this may be called the Chronic venereal
ophthalmia. The cure of the firft kind re-
quires confiderable {kill, there being always
danger of lofs of fight, either from a fuppu-
ration happening in the globe of the eye, or
from the cornea becoming impervious to the
light.  When a fuppuration takes place, the
eye finks, and 1s contracted into a {mall hardith

fubftance,
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fubftance, caufing an incurable blindnefs : nor
does the blindnefs caufed by an opacity of the
cornea, in common, admit of any relief from
the medical or furgical arts, being caufed by
a change of ftructure in the whole f{ubftance
of the membrane, and not, as hath been ima-
gined, by a partial difeafe of it. The 'firft
object in the cure of the venereal ophthalmia,
15, to remove the inflammation; for which
purpofe, cooling purgative medicines, keeping
the patient in a conftant gentle perfpiration
in bed in a warm room, procuring reft by full
dofes of opium, (if the pain in the eye is fo
great as to prevent the patient from having
natural fleep) and applying either emollient, fe-
dative, or cooling remedies to the eye, which-
ever of thefe give moft eafe, are necefiary.
But bleeding from the arm, by a large orifice,
repeated as often as is needful, is of much
greater effe® in reducing the inflammation,
than all other remedies. Bleeding from the
temple by leeches, and blifters on the back,
may alfo be of ufe. But in this place a very
critical queftion arifes, which is, Whether mer-
cury fhould be ufed at this time, or not?
Some practitioners affert that it thould ; others,
that it is improper, becaufe it quickens the
~circulation : but this doctrine, however ap-

plicable
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plicable in other inflammations, is tiot {o in
this, which arifing from a venereal ftimulus,
mercury, by removing the caufe, will proba-
bly cure the difeafe. I have feen a few of thefe
cafes, in which the antiphlogiftic plan, with-
out mercury, was adopted, and ufed in the
boldeft way. In one of thefe cafes, where
eagh eye was inflamed, the fight of one was
totally loft, though the patient was bled eleven
times in fourteen days. I have alfo feen, and
have treated fome cafes in the other method,
and am convinced it is the beft prattice. In
one of thefe, in which each eye was inflamed
as violently as in the laft-mentioned cafe, the
patient took a bolus of a grain and a half of
opium and five grains of calomel every night,
and a cathartic draught in the morning. This
courfe was continued for three weeks (except-
ing two days, when thefe medicines were
omitted on account of a tendency to a dylen-
tery); but he recovered without any injury to
his eye-fight. The moft judicious method of
treating this difeafe feems to be, to begin by
taking away fome blood from the arm by a
large orifice, keeping the patient in a gentle
perfpiration in bed, procuring ftools daily by
cooling purgatives, adminiftering nitre in con-
fiderable quantities, and ufing fedative and re-

i pellent
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pellent applications to the difeafed eye. If the
cafe is truly venereal, by which I mean, if
the inflammation is owing to that caufe alone,
the effe&t of thefe remedies would be flow;
and mercurial ointment thould be immediately
rubbed in,_ Or a proper quantity of one of its
mild preparations given internally, fo as to
gently affect the }nout}_l; and, at the fame time,
the antiphlogiftic plan fhould be perfifted in,
till the inflammation and pain are fo far fub-
dued, as to prevent all danger of lofs of fight.
“‘This mode of practice, of ufing mercury during
an inflammation, is further proved to be judi-
cious by .that medicine being found in other
fuch cafes, particularly the phymofis, to be the
moft effeCtual in reducing a venereal inflamma-
tion.

The FiftulaLacrymalis is fometimes a fymp-
tom of the conflitutional lues venerea. It is
not attended with any characteriftical marks,
by which it can be diftinguifthed from the
other kinds of fittula ]acrymahq but is ufu-
ally attended with fome other venereal {ymp-
tom ; which circumftance will, in general, prove
it to be venereal : it is alfo moft frequently
Jmned with a caries of the bones on which the
lacrymal fac is placed, or through which its
duct paffes into the cavlty of the nofe, ‘being

% {econd-
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fecondarily produced by fuch difeafe : but this is
not always {o; forin the Magdalen Hofpltal, in
the fummer of 1777, 1 had a fair cafe of a vene-
real fiftula lacrymalis, wnhnut any d:feaﬁ: of the
adjacent bones.—The cure is to be eﬂ‘c&ed bya
mercurial courfe, whlch, if there are any other
venereal {ymptoms, muft be fuch as will cure
them or, if this thould be tlﬂf: only dlfeafﬂ, fuch
a courfe as will produce fome gﬂntle mercurial
effect upon the conftitution, cc:-ntmued for ﬁx
wehks, w:ll, in general, do all that can be ex-
pe&ed towards a cure by internals : hut the
difeafe cannot always be cured by mercury ; ﬁ}r
fuch an alteration in the ftru&ure of thefe parts
may have taken place, as can unl}r be cured or
relieved by the moft fkilful furgical treatment :
which cafes, not being venereal, do not be-
long to the prefent work ; but the dlfeafe has
been judicioufly treated on by Mr. Pott.

Tumors on the ﬂmry Scalp and Nape of
the Neck, are a very common eﬁ'eé't of the
cnnﬁltutmnal ]ucs venerea. They are hard
fwelhngs, feated clofe under the ﬂ-un, and in
fize fomething lefs than a common pea their
furface is ufuall)r covered w1th a ﬂ:urfy {kin :
they are void of pain, and are feldom difcovered
but on the Surgec:n s examination. 'They are,

huwevﬁr, rarcly the ﬂnly fymptom of the ve-
nereal
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neteal difeafe : and when united with others,
the cure will ufually be effected by the mercu-
rial courfe neceffary for curing fuch com-
plaints : ﬂhd,_if there is no other venereal
fymptom, fuch a courfe as was recommended
for the venereal fiftula lacrymahs will cure
thls. Toplcal remedies are no farther necef=
fary than to keap the furface of the tumors
fupple and warm ; which purpofe may be an-
fwered by any mild cerate or ointment.

- The next fymptom is, Falling- off of the Hair.
This is faid by fome authors to be a venereal
affetion, l‘lappenin’g? in fome inftances, without
any other effet of the difeafc; but, as they
have not related any fair cafes of that kind,
and none fuch are now feen, it may, I think,
be fairIy concluded, that it néver occurs in
that manner : but, as the effe& of the laft
fymptbm, it does fométimes occur, being then
cauled by the venereal virus which affe¢ts the
parts from which the hair derives its nourith-
ment,—The cure depends upon the removal
of the fymptom which caufes it ; and the
- growth of the Ii_a'ir' muft be left to the confti-
tution ; for no farther benefit can be expected
from any mercurial courfe. This {ymptom 1is

fometimes caufed by the ufe of mercury.
The
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The next {ubje& is, the Venereal Hefﬁc
This difeafe is ufually accompamed with fome
other venereal fymptoms; in which cafes, _1t
is difficult to know with certainty, whether
it is venereal, or arifes from fome other caufe,
there being no characteriftic fymptom to di-
ftinguifh the common from the venereal hectic.
But that it is truly venereal in fome cafes, is,
I think, proved by its cure being performed
by mercury; whereas that medicine 1s known, -
from its altion, to increafe the irritability of
the human body, and thereby exaggerate the
fymptoms of any other {pecies of hectic.—The
cure of all thefe cafes is to be performed- by
the mildeft mercurial preparations, ufed in the
moft cautious manner, beginning with very
{fmall portions, and gradually increafing them,
till fuch a quantity is ufed as will produce
fome gentle effe¢t upon the conflitution. In
thefe cafes, the mercury fhould be given, or
ufed, night and morning, that there may be
~ the lefs probability of its irritating the confti-
tution : confinement to the houfe is proper,,
and other medicines may be given to relieve
the he@ic {ymptoms : afles’ milk is alfo found
to be an efficacious remedy in many of thefe
cafes. If the other difeafes are cured before
the hectic, and its fymptoms fhould be alle-

viated,
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viated, 4 mercurial courfe will be the moft likely
to'cure it ; but, if it fhould remain as bad as for-
mer!y, it will appear moft probable, that it is not
venereal, and that no further benefitis to be ex-
pected from mercury. Some cafes of hedtics,
JﬂinedWIthotherven ereal fymptoms,end fatally,
from the conftitution not being able to bear fuch
2 quantity of mercury as is requifite for their
cure; without increafing the confumptive ones
{o as to endanger the patient’s being killed either
by the heéic or the venereal fymptoms,  The
effet of optum fhould be tried in thefe cafes
fnr, if it was to leflen the irritability of the
conftitution, fo as to enable it to bear the ufe
of mercury,. a cure might then be effefted by
thefe medicines, affifted with a ftrong decoc-
tion of mezercon, farfaparilla, or any other
medicines which are likely to anfwer this pur-
pofe, while other proper, remedies are ufed for
“curing, or fo far relieving, the he&ic fymp-
" toms, as to render the patient capable of bear-
ing the neceffary quantity of mercury. The
next fpecies of venereal heltic is not accompa-
nied with any other diforder. It is generally
believed that this kind rarely occurs : but T am
cr'f'c:pinion, that it is more common than is in
~general imagined ; for the venereal virus, when
“ in the conftitution, has even a power of bring-

ing
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ing on hedic fymptoms before any venereal
ones appear ; fome clear inftances of which I
have noticed. In order to difcover the real
nature of this difeafe, we thould attend to the
manner in which any former venereal {ymp<
toms were removed ; for, if fuch eures were
effected by a few mercurial inunctions, or dofes,
there would be reafon to fuppofe the prefent
fymptom venereal. Another method is, try-
ing the effeés of mercury ; for, if that relieved
the hectic fymptoms, there would be ftrong
reafon to fuppofe its being venereal. The cure
is to be performed by a mild mercurial courfe;
but fuch a one as will gently affeét the mouth,
ot fome other parts, is neceflary. There is
alfo another kind of he&ic accompanying the
venereal difeafe, and feeming to be caufed by
the mercurial courfe; for this {fymptom does
not appear till the mercury ftimulates the
body, and gradually decreafes, and totally dif=
appears, on the mercurial courfe being left
off; which procefs has happened feveral times
~ duringonecure. Infuch cafes, farfaparilla fhould
be given in as great quantities as the patient’s
ftomach and bowels will bear; during the mer=
curial courfe, it being likely to prevent the ill
effects of mercury, becaufe it certainly poflefles

a
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a peculiar quality in curing the diforders caufed
by it. -

A Cough is one of the moft uncommon
fymptoms of the venereal difeafe, {fo much fo,
that many practitioners doubt whether a ve-
nereal one ever occurs. It happens in fome
cafes of the venereal hectic, and is then cer-
tainly an Effeé’t of the pox, if not a true ve-

nereal fymptom. The following is a cafe in
whu:h it feems clearly to have been venereal,

and the only fymptom produced by the dif-
eafe.—A Gentleman, thirty-four years of age,
was affli¢ted with a dry tickling cough, (which
was the only diforder he had) : a cure was at-
temptéd by two fkilful Phyficians, by the
moft judicious treatm:ﬁt but without effect;
and was afterwards perf'ormed by mercury
alone me the circumftances of this pa-
tient having been haftily cured of chancres,
fix months before the cough came on, and its
being cured by mercury, it appears to me to
be more than probable that it was a true vee
nereal {ymptom.
An Ozzna has been already {poken of, un-
der the head of Caries of the Offa Spongiofa.
The next fymptom is a Polypus of the
Nofe. This is not generally known, either
b}r authors or practitioners, ever to be vene-
real ¢
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real ;- the Jate Mr. Samuel Sharpe does not
mention the venereal polypus, either in hlSi
Treatife on the Operations of Surgery, or his
Critical Enquiry ; but Le Dran, in his Surgery,
remarks that this difeafe is fometimes caufed
by avencreal caries of the bones in the 1mfe
An extraordinary cafe of this kind uccurred in
the London Hofpital, in 1775, under the care of
. Mr. Thomfon. A man about fart}r‘ years of age,
had two large polypi of the nofe: they ﬁllerd
the whole cavity of each noftril, and caufed
a very extraordinary deformity, by expanding
the nofe fo as to make it cover great part of
each cheek,accompanied witha caries of the offa
nafi : he had alfo venereal eruptions on various
parts of his body. This cafe was proved to
be venereal by its cure being nearly performed
by a mercurial courfe, (without any operation)
which would probably have been completed,
had not the unhappy patient been taken ill of
a putrid fever, of which he died.—And, as
this difeafe is found in fome inftances to be
venereal, it is probable that this kind may qc%
cur, unaccompanied with any other venereal
fymptom. The cure of this complaint muit
be attﬂmpted by fuch a mercurial courfe as
will prpducc fome apparent effe upon the

mﬂﬁltutmn, which muft be kept up till the
venereal
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venereal virus is {uppofed to be deftroyed, and
the operation of removing the polypus fhould
be deferred till then ; but will, I fuppofe, be
found neceflary afterwards.

Lofs of Sight is another effe¢t of the confti- ~
tutional lues venerea., 'This feems never to
happen from the venereal difeafe, but in con-
fequence of the ophthalmia, as before men-
tioned. Neither the catara, nor gutta ferena,
feems ever to be venereal; for the difeafe is
never found to fix on any fingle humour of
the eve, fo as to produce its opacity; nor to
caufe a difeafe of any nerve, which muft hap-
pen to the optic nerve in the gutta ferena.
Venereal blindnefs is in moft inftances incu-
rable, being ufually the confequence of a total
change of ftru¢ture in that organ, from a ve-
nereal fuppuration: but one kind of blind-+
nefs may occur, in which fome relief may be
had from a furgical operation ; which is, when,
from a venereal inflammation, there has enfued
a thickening or opacity of the outer portion
of the cornea. The operation propofed, is
cutting off the opake part ; which muft be done
with a very fine kaife, fuch as is ufed for cut-
ting the cornea in the operation of extralting
the cryftalline lens: this may be done with
much facility and fafety, the cornea being as
S T thick
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thick as the fclerotica. But it muft be re-
marked, that this kind of blindnefs very fel-
dom occurs, the caufe being ufually a change
of ftructure of the whole membrane ; in which
cafe no benefit could be derived from any ope-
ration.

Scaly Eruptions, or Chaps in the Hands, are
the next fymptom to be treated on. This
difeafe, in moft inftances, is joined with other
worfe venereal ones; under which circum-
- ftances it will be cured by the mercurial courfe

ufed for their cure. Thefe eruptions have
" fome refemblance to the lepreus eruption ; and
the chinks which fometimes happen, much
refemble the chaps in the hands from extreme
cold. : This ftate of the difeafe may occur with-
out ‘any other venereal fymptom, which is
proved by the following cafe. A friend of
mine, an Apothecary, had an uleer fituated on
the fore finger of his left hand, as large as a
{mall iffue, of a white colour, extremely pain-
ful when touched, and furrounded with a
callous edge: the palm of the hand was alfo
covered with a fcurfy eruption. This had
been treated in the moft judicious way for
three months, (on the fuppofition of its not
being - venereal) at the end of which time he
atked my opinion: I judged it to be venereal :
he
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he treated it accordingly, and was cured in
lefs than fix weeks. The cure of this {ymp-
tom muft be performed by fuch a mercurial
courfe as will produce apparent, though flight,
effects upon the conftitution ; confinement to
the houfe being feldom needful.

Small Ulcers over the whole infide of the
Mouth and Tongue ; this I have ventured to
add to the lift of {ymptoms of the conftitu-
tional lués venerea, from having {feen a clear
cafe of this difeafe in the Mugdalen Hofpital,
in Auguft, 1778. A young woman, nineteen
years of age, was taken into the Hofpital in
May, 1777, and from that time to the April
following, had been at different times {ubject
to a coloured difcharge from the vagina, fome-
times accompanied with an ardor urina, which
was thought to be a fluor albus, and treated.
as fuch, She was now attacked with this dif-
eafe : the infide of her mouth and fides of the
tongue were thickly ftudded over with fmall
ulcers, "which refembled punctures made by
a fharp-pointed round inftrument: each was
furrounded with an inflammation, and they
were fo fore when touched, that eating caufed
great pain. Emollient, aftringent, and other
applications, were ufed without any benefig;
and the bark was given internally with the

3og {fame
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fame want of fuccefs. She had obferved, dg-
ring the laft two months, that, when her
mouth was better, the gonorrheea was worfe,
and that, when it was better, her mouth was
worfe ; which gave me the firft hint of its be-
ing venereal : but this patient’s complaint was
proved to be venereal from her being attacked
with true venereal blotches all over her body,
and their cure being effeted by a mercurial
courfe, after various other remedies had failed
of fuccefs.

The Head-ach is- another difeafe which
fometimes happens- from 2a venereal caufe.
This 1s a common attendant upon the difeafe,
when it has produced a caries of the bones of
the fkull, but in fuch cafes appears more as
the effect of the cartes, than as a truly vene-
real {fymptom. This kind of head-ach fome-
times occurs without :-II"JI)F other local difeafe :
it is known from experience, that the vene-
real difeafe is as capable of producing pains
in the bones of the head, as in thefe of the
limbs; and in this manner is this head-ach ufu-
ally caufed. But I have had two cafes related
to me of a conftant venereal head-ach, without
any apparent difeafe of the outer parts; but
whether it arofe from an affeGtion of the bones,
the pericranium, or what other part, could not

be
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be determined. The cure of this fymptom
muft be performed by fuch a courfe of mercury,
~as. will produce fome flight effet upon the
conftitution.

Such are the moft common fymptoms of the
Venereal Difeafe : but it has appeared in va-
rious other forms; which cafes are to be re-
garded as extraordimary ones, and generally
may be accounted for on the known principle
of this difeafe, like moft other conftitutional
ones, having ever a tendency to fix on weak-
ened or difeafed parts. On this theory it fol-
lows, that many cafes, particularly furgical
ones, which had their origin from fome other
caufe, may become venereal. In order to form
a judicious prognoftic upon fuch cafes, three
circumftances are to be attended to; which are,
firft, the event of any former venereal com-
plaints, which the patient may have been af-
flicted with ; fecondly, the fymptoms of the
prefent difeafe ; and, laftly, the effe& of mer-
cury, or any other medicines, on the diforder.
With refpe to the firft circumitance, this
fnay ferve as a guide in forming a jult pro-
gnoftic, by afcertaining the probability of the
difeafe being venereal or not, by former vene~
real fymptoms having been tkilfully cured; in
which cafe, there is lefs probability of its
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being f{o, and vice verfa. From the fecond
circumftance, much may be learnt from a due
attention to the appearance and progrefs of t}w
difeafe ; becaufe moft local ones, for example,
ulcers and abfcefles, ufually have fome peculiar
fymptoms, tending to difeover their true na-
ture : but in other cafes (as the venereal head-
ach) no farther information can be derived
from the {ymptoms of the difeafe, than their
not refembling thofe of the fame complaint
from any other caufe ; from which circum-
ftance there would be more probability of its
being venereal.

The Fiftula in Ano fometimes arifes frﬂm a
venereal caufe ; but moft of fuch cafes are ac-
companied with fome difeafe of the urethra
and neck of the bladder : however, it is pro-
bable, that fome fiftulz in ano may have a ves
nereal taint without any other pocky fymp-<
toms, becaufe fome of them will not heal till
mercury has been adminiftered.

The laft fubjects to be treated on, are thofe
venercal fymptoms mentioned by ancient au-
thors, but which do not now ever happen.
Their miftakes feem to have originated from
their not having any proper theory on the
caufes of many difeafes, which they falfely
claffed as venereal, from that being a diforder

{fup-
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fuppofed capable of producing moft others; as
it is now cuftomary to call many complaints
nervous, or fcorbutic, which are really not fo,
merely becaufe their origin and caufes are un-
Known,

The firft difeafe of this kind mentmned by
them is, the Falling Sicknefs, which they faid
happened in canfequence of that difeafe at-
tacking the brain : but no cafes are given to
prove the verity of this affertion; and in mo-
dern pradlice, even in cafes in which almoft the
whole boney covering of the brain is difeafed
and rotted by the venereal virus, no diftemper
of the brain, or impediment to its funQions,
are ever obferved to be the confequence ! it is
therefore highly probable,, that the venereal
virus never attacks the brain, as it certainly
feems never to fix on the nerves. But from
the unfkilful ufe of mercury, madnefs has been
produced ; as hath a violent dizzinefs of the
head, bordering on the falling ficknefs ; from
which circumftances I think it probable, that
the effeCts of mercury were miftaken for thofe
of the Venereal Difeafe.

The Afthma is another diforder, fuppufed by
the ancients to be caufed by the Venereal Difeafe
when it attacks the lungs: but, as there do not
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appear to be any fair cafes on record, to prove
that this is ever a venereal {ymptom, and as
none of that kind ever now occur, it is cer-
tainly moft reafonable to fuppofe, that it never
is venereal.

When the venereal virus attacked the abdo-
minal vifcera, it was faid to produce Pains in
the Bowels, and fometimes the Bloody Flux :
but, as no fuch effe&s of the venereal difeale
are ever now feen, we imagine that it never
Laufes thﬂfﬂ {fymptoms. As a circumftance
tendmg further to ftrengthen this opinion, it
may be added, that venercal matter, even taken
into the ﬁumach feems mcapable of pmdu-
cing any dtfeafe of that bowel; which I am
induced to believe, from two well-authenti~
cated inftances of venereal matter being rtccivtd?
mto the ftomach without producing any dif-
eafe. This may be accounted for, on the
theory of the matter having been fo decom-
pounded by the act of digeftion, as to 10{23 its
virulence, and being probably thereby totally
changed in its nature. It muft alfo be ob-
ferved, that the difeafe here treated of, is fimi=
lar, in all its fymptoms, to what is f{ometimes
caufed by the mercury’s irritating the bowels.

The Leprofy has alfo been faid, by authors,

to
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‘to be in fome cafes venereal. This idéa'tﬁi’gh*t
have arifen from venereal eruptions bearing a
faint refemblance in fome bad cafes' to the le-
profy, and from the circumftance of mercury
being of ufe in fome leprous cafes. - But the
fact is, that the leprofy is very different in its
appearance from any cafes of venereal eruptions;
and the authors who treat of it as venereal,
give no cafes to prove their affertion ; and of
the leprous cafes which occur in this coun-
try, no venereal ones-are ever obferved : from
all which circumftances it may be fairly in-
ferred, that the leprofy never is venereal,

I beg leave to finith this Work with an
extra& from the conclufion of Mr. Pott’s moft
excellent Treatife on Ruptures, which ex-
actly coincides with my fentiments on this
{ubject.

¢ This is a fubje& in which mankind are
 much interefted, and on which a good deal
¢ might be faid; but, as an honeft attempt
¢¢ to {fave the affli¢ted from the hands of thofe
¢ who have no charadters to lofe, might, from
““ one of the Profeflion, be mifconftrued into
¢ malevolence and craft, I will not enter into
¢ it, but fhall conclude, by withing that they
*¢ who have capacity to judge of thefe matters,

U ¢ would


















