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JOHN RANBY, Efz

Serjeant Surgeon to his Ma-
sefty, &e. &c.

S 1R,

{(HOULD 1 attempt to
compliment you on your
great abilities in our profef-
fion, I am perfuaded, I {hould
rifque your future friendfhip:
the world, however, could not
fufpeét me of flattery, as thofe
abilities are univerfally allowed,
and
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and confirmed by the higheﬁ

honours due to merit.

. Town, I take fome pride in =

laying hold on this opportunity
of informing the public that
it was from you I received the
firft rudiments of my chirur-
gical knowledge; but grati-
tude alone, abftracted from
every other view, would be
fufhcient to point out to me
the perfon to whom I fhould
dedicate this firft fruit of his
own inftruions.

It will not, I hﬂpe, be
thought culpable in me to
avail myfelf of this {lender
claim to your protection, {ince
a performance of this nature

may
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may require the fanétion of
the moft eminent in the pro-
fefion. If it thould be fo
fortunate to meet with your
approbation, it is the utmoft
ambition of him who has the

oreateft pleafure in fubfcribing
himf{elf,

Sir,
Your much obliged and
Moft obedient humble Servant,

WILLIAM BROMFEILD.

Conduit-Street,
Hanover-Square,
Nov. 29, 1757.
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P R E F A C-E:

HILST medicine is dealt out

by a fkilful hand, the pub-
lick have experience and judgment
for their fecurity; but when igno-
rance becomes the diipenfer, the
health of the people depends on a
flender thread.

The empyric who fells his drugs,
and the unikilful pretender to medi-
cal knowledge, who, even gives a-
way his Remedies, are equally in-
jurious to the common weal : huma-
nity and charity, I am thoroughly
convinced, are the great incentives
with many of thefe in their diftri-
buting of medicines to the poor;
‘but would they apply their mite with
propriety, it would anfwer much

A better,
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better their intention of relieving
the diftrefled.

The legiflature have wifely or-
dained laws to punifth thofe whofe
rafhnefs or fordid views fhould rifque
_the ‘lives of the f{ubje&s of thefe
kingdoms, by vending dangerous
compounds ; but where people mif-
take their talents, and intend a be-
nefit, remonftrance only can be ne-
ceflary.

Many families, happy in the pof-
{feflion of prefcripts to make up the
falt of wormwood draught or fome
febrifuge with nitre,amufe themfelves
occafionally in compounding them.
Was this all, poflibly little mifchief
‘would enfue ; but when they aflume
judgment, and give them indifcri-
minately for every feverith com-
plaint, they often interrupt nature
in her good offices, and thereby en-
tail mifery on a favourite child, an
indigent neighbour, or fome valu-

able fervant: there are many minute |
circum- |




PREFACE.

circamitances to be confidered, be-
fore medicines deemed inoffenfive
fhould be given, otherwife phyfick
and food might as well be retailed
from the fame fhop.

The Solanum has of late been re-
commended to us internally as a
{afe medicine, attended with fuc-
cefs in many defperate cafes, that
would not yield to other remedics :
this, with the little art requifite in
the preparation of the infufion of
that plant, have induced many un-
tkilful perfons to make trial of it:
‘confequently, much mifchief muft
.have enfued ; and as its effets on
farther experience have been found

ernicious, it is the duty of every
honeft man to alarm the public of
their Danger, where this remedy s
injudicioudly given. -

The corrofive fublimate Mercury is
‘again- introduced into practice as a
{pecific in venereal complaints.  The
Formula for the f{olution has e-
A 2 {caped
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fcaped the hands of thofe who know
how to adminifter it with fafety ; and
the chemifts and. apothecaries lads
retail 1t with as little concern as they
would a glafs of fimple water. Would
people refle@ but one moment on
the expectations they have from
their medicines, they would then
know it is the greateft rathnefs and
folly they are guilty of, in hazard-
ing their health and lives by trifling

-with fuch dangerous weapons,
Some, to my knowledge, have paid
dear for this experience on them-
felves : a remarkable inftance I have
feen very lately, in a young gentle-
man who was his own prefcriber,
and not finding the {fymptoms yield
to feveral dofes of the folution he
had taken, conclud@d a farther quan-
tity was neceflary ; accordingly re-
peated it, till he had taken upwards
of three quarts, which had nearly
deftroyed his conftitution without
conquering the difeafe, 'The danger
to
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to which the public might. be ex«
poled by the rath ufe of medicines
of power, has been the occafion of
the prefent remarks; in which I am
tar from defiring to difcountenance
all remedies whofe ufe may be at-
tended with hazard: what I would
wifh to inculcate is, that few reme-
dies are fit for the ignorant, becaufe
- moft of them are capable of doing
harm in the {ame degree as good;
but, that of all others, thofe which
may be fatal, when injudicioufly ad-
miniftered, fhould be referved for
the practice of fuch as have both
judgment and experience. Thisled
me to offer my fentiments on the ufe
of the corrofive Mercury, which has,
almoft infenfibly, drawn me into a
fhort account of the different effects
of Mercury in general on the human
body. I make no doubt but that
many gentlemen of the profeflion
have made the fame remarks in their
practice as I have fet down at the

23 end
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end of this treatife, but poflibly the
wanting of opportunities {ufficient to
eftablifh the falts has prevented them
trom publithing their oblervations.
There are not any perfons fo
blinded by prejudice, as the projectors
of {chemes, or the efpoufers of par-
ticular remedies ; therefore, to avoid
partiality in favour of a fyftem 1
had adopted, the diaries of the ef-
fects of Mercury on the fecretions,
and the fuccefs, were almoft always
taken by fome other gentlemen of
the profeflion. The facts have been
confirmed in fuch numbers of -in-
flances, that to relate them might
make me fufpected of fome private
views. It is poflible, that fome may
think me rather too abfolute in my
afertions, yet when they are affured
that many years experience, and not
an hypothefis, 1sthe bafis of my au-
thority, I flatter myfelf that the can-
‘dor of the public will free me from
any cenfure of that nature. I was

the
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the more inclined to give thefe hints,
as 1 had been informed, that feveral of
the profeflion wereinclinable to adopt
the pradtice from the accounts they
had receiv’d of its {uccefsinthe Lock-
Hofpital ; and many miftaking the
intention of cure, had mifled others
by their mifreprefentations of the
method. I make no doubt but fome
will accufe me of not being {ufh-
ciently explicit in theplan laid down;
to fuch I fhall not make any other
apology, than that I am well con-
vinced, that every gentleman of the
profeflion who is qualified to make
ufe of Mercury, will underftand me
extremely weil ; and if zbey fhould
find any thing worthy their attention
in this treatife, 1 thall think myfelf
amply rewarded for any trouble I
have been at in putting down my
lentiments on paper.

'A.q.. As
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- Asthe cafe delivered by Dr. Lam-
bergen in his inaugural Thefis, was
the inducement to the ufe of the
Nightfbades in England, 1 imagine it
will be more fatisfaCtory to the
public, to fee it in his own words,
than in a tranflation, I have there-
fore taken the following quotation
from Dr. Haller's works, lately pub-
ithed at Laufanne.

Triginta quatwor annorum honefta mulier, pex
tres annos jamn vidua, temperamenti fanpuinei,
capillitio fubrufo, fana fatis, fed nervorum {yftema
facile mobile habens, ac in morbos inflammatorios .
proclivis admodum, ita ut fexies jam anginam in-
tlammatoriam graviflimam, fuppuratione bis etiam
terminatam, & femel peripneumoniam fevifiimam,

affa fuerit 3 femel quoque alterutrius mala vio-
ﬁ*ntam inflammationem ex odontalgia acerbiore
natam habuit; quz omnes inflammationes toties
femoper feliciter difcuffz fuerunt, abfque ullius
mali veftigio relifto. Hzc ex mammarum ulcere
& {uppuratione ter antea graviter admodum fe -
grotafle referebat : prima vice, ante ofto circiter
annos, dextram mammam fuiffe fuppuratam, &
ingentem puris copiam ex illa tum profluxiffe nar-
rabat. Secunda vice quod eadem mamma fuerit
ﬁleurata, fex anm, erant, & tertium fuppurata
fuit ante quinquennium, quando eodem tempore
fimul finiftra mamma fuit {uppurata ; atque ab illo
tempore in hac dextra mamma remanfere varii tu-
%1% mores
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mores duri, indolentes, f{cirrhofi, taltu tantuns
dignofcendi, licet tum in hac mamma eodem tem-
pore feptem aperta ulcera fuiffe, & plus vicies a
chirargo incifionem tam lanceola quam forfice fac-
tam fuiffe adfirmaret. Intra feptem matrimonii
fui annos, duos filios totidemque filias enixa fuit :
ultimus jam quadriennis infans, ante fefquiannum
demum ablattatus fuit (dum fepius jam antea de
ablaftanda citius puella quoque fed incaffum fuerat
admonita) ad illud fequenti cafu demum coalta.
Quodam die fana cun exiverat, circa velperam
domum ducitur febri gravifima correpta, omnes
artus vehementer admodum contremifcebant, quin
& levioribus convulfionibus quatiebantur, cepha-
lalgia aderat immanis, & fummus totius corporis
aftus: mamma finifira (quam folam la&tebat infans,®
dextram enim poft fuppurationem {ugere noluerunt)
rigida, eftuans, urens, acerbiffime dolens, uno
verbo horrendum in modum inflammata, atque -
adeo tumida & diftenta, ut infantis caput facile
=quaret. Omnia tamen hazc larga venz feétione
& remediis aptis, interque interpolatus fuit rarior
infantis fuctus, brevi fultuli adeo feliciter, ut nulla
durities remanferit in mamma ad naturalem mag-
nitudinem redatta, quantum anxio etiam inftituto
examine perfentifcere potuerim. Per annum dein
optime f{ana vixit, {fed a quatuer vel quinque novi-
luniis, menfes (qui decimo oftavo tatis fuz anno
demum fluere cceperunt) parcius folito prodierunt,
ac ab illo tempore in mamma dextra quinde {enfit
dolorem lancinantem, ad tempeftatum mutationes
imprimis urgentem ; tandem etiam leniter tumere
ceepit mamma. Pracipue vero tumorem & dolo-
rem increvifle putat a tempore, quo ex menfx in
‘pavimentum 1inopino lapfu valde perterrita fuerit,
Poftremum tumore ac dolore in dies increfcegui-

USx
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bus, me confeluit. Reperi tum tumores illes du-
ros in mamma dextra (quos antea taftu fpius lufs
traveram) mole jam multam autos, in unum quafi
tamorem confluxifle, qui in fuperiore mamma
parte potiffimum hzrens mufculo peéterali jam ac-
cievifle videbatur; tatu etiam longe duriores erant,
ita ut faxer quafi jam effent; neque hic tumor
erat continuns aut lzvis, fed fcaber admodum &
preruptus. ‘Titillatio ac pruritus fummus conti-
nuo aderant ; nonnunguam lancinans dolor acce-
debat, qui fub ax:lla incipiens in ipfo tumore fini~
ebatur. Sub axilla glandula quadam {cirrhofa
etiam taltu deprehendebatur ; neque finiftra mam-
ma a tuberculo, fen duritie quadam {cirrhofa, jam
omnino libera erat. Color & calor mammea cum
religua corporis cute iidem ; una tamen vel altera
vena plus folito tumida videbatur. Motum in fcir-
rho ut fedarem, impofu ei emplaftrum, compoii-
tum ex empl. diapompholygos unc. ij. amalgam.
Mercurii & plumbi dr, 1ij. fperm. ceti dr. j cujus
quantitae {ufficiens extendebatur fupra alutam mol-
Lfimam pro emplafiro mamma applicando.- Pul-
-veres preicripfi aperientes, blandos, anodynos, ex
corall. rubr. antim. diaph. non abluto, & fperm.
eeti anna dr. ij. laud. opiad gr. vj. pro pulv. no. xij..
inde formandis, de quibus quolibet mane & vef~
peri unum fumfit. Diztam pratereaei injunxi con-
venientem, quam modice etiam fervavit ; dum in-
terea minus adcurate inhazrere poterat confilio meo
de vitando omni nimio animi ac corporis motu ac.
-opere ; opus enim cum-primis, quod mufculo pec-
torali przcipue peragitur, ipfi interdixeram,

Per aliquot dies interea emplaftrum hoc mam-
‘ma cum fuerat impofitum, dolor ejps minui vide-
batur, verum tumor ejus tamen non modo non
miguebatur, fed potius panlum etiam augebatur,

. ac

#
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ac tandem in fuperiore fua parte apice quadam
emninebat,

Ita fe res habebant cum tempus menfium infta-
ret, nifi quod circamedium tumoris, paululum ver-
fus inferiora, duos propemodum digitos tranfverfos
fupra locum papille, (queex ulceratione deperdita
fere erat) ubi (quod notatu dignum, nulla emi-
nentia aut major durities, fed e contrario locus,
pro duritie tumoris, fatis erat mollis) cutis, color
naturalis in rubellum mutabatur, ac {fenfim macula
‘aliqua inflammata, vel leniter rubella in confpec,
tum veniebat, qua fenfim magis rubefcebat ac au-
gebatur, ulque ad magnitudinem chalci, (Duir)
qui locys pra reliquis etiam pruriebat, & in quem
omnes lancinationes, qua fubinde in mammam
incidebant, terminari ipfi videbantur. Confifus
me in levando hoc malo plus profuturum, fi effice-
re valerem, ut menfes in juvene hac fremina rite
& copiofius denuo profluerent, quam operofa alio-
rum medicaminum largitione : eum in finem quo-
vis mane ac velpere, imo {ubinde & interdin, bal-
neo tepido pedum uti jufli, eo{copo, ut humorum
copiam at que impetum a fuperioribus ad inferiora
revellerem. Pulveres antea recenfitos tum non
fumebat, fed illorum loco dedi pilulas leniter em-
menagogas eccoproticas, haud nimium tamen fti-
mulantes aut calefacientes, faGtas ex Galbani cru-
di purifiimi dr. j. myrrha opt. fcrup. j. refinz jala-
pe fcrup. j. aloés fuccotr. fcrup. f3. ac Elix. Ute-
rin. q. {. pro formandis pilulis fingule gr. ij. ut in-
de quolibet mane ac veipere fex, feptem, vel oéto
{umeret, prout effectum illarum fentiret. Ex qua-
rum ufu fgm el vel bis quotidie alvem Jiquidam ha-
buit. Per hebdomadem dum hifce fedulo ufa fue-
rat, menfes prodibant largius quidem, quam ali-
quot vicibus przcedentibus, {ed folito tamen adhuc

longe
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longe parcius emanarunt. Menfibus dein ceffanti-
bus, loco di®tarum pilularum fub le&i introitum
quotidie denuo fumfit unum ex antea diftis pulve-
ribus; atque inde emplaftrum continuo fupra mam-
ma relinquebatur, quotidie femel aut bis pollice
manus xquatum, ne aliqua forte inequalitas vel
ruga mammam irritaret. Quoniam vero neque
tamor neque dolor jam minuebantur, atque dicta
macul@ color ex rubello in purpureum fenfim ma-
gis vergeret; famina praterea effer {fanguinofa,
& crebris venmfoftionibus adfueta (uti ex antea
ditis notum efle poterit) aliquot dies, poftquam
menfes fluere defiere, ex vena pedis x circiter un-
cias fanguinis extrahi curavi, ea fpe, ut motus ac
inflammatio inde magis etiam fedarentur, tum quo-
que, ut naturz defcftum ita aliquatenus {upple-
rem, eamque adf{uefacerem, ut ftato tempore in
pofterum effet largior, Nullum ex venzfetione
fenfit incommodum aut commotionem, neque pri-
mis poft illam inftitutam diebus ullum ex inde per-
cepit levamen notabile. Verum enim vero aliquot
dies poft tamen mamma vix adeo tumida, vel tu-
mor vix adeo durus, videbatur, & per aliquot dies
vix dolorem fenfit. Eminens illa apex eadem ma-
nebat femper, necdum tamen rubefcebat. Vix
‘paucarum interim dierum he fuere induciz : "pro-
minens illa apex rubere demum etiam incipiebat.
Pruritu etiam intolerabili, (ut ferio preemonita a
mamme fri¢tione fe prorfus abftinere vix potuerit)
ac dolore in dies auétis, adeo ut dolor jam conti-
nuus fieret, & atroces fubinde lacinationes accede-
rent, Color harum macularum dein in dies in
magis livefcentem degenerans, fatis indicabant
monflri intus quid ali, & occultum hunc cancrum
propediem in nervum erupturum, atque in aper-
tuimn & exulceratum carcinoma tranfiturum. 5
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In defperato hoc rerum ftatu, meeftus, mulieris
miferrimz acerbiffimum previdens fatum, confilii
proprii inops, imprudens curtam artis incufabam
fuppelletilem : atque nihil opis a principibus me-
dicis ad has miferias promitti, dum mente volve-
rem, animi dolor augebatur, & f{pés meliora de-
tegenti turpiter abjicicbatur,

This is Dr. Lambergen’s account
of the cafe; and under thefe circum-
ftances he confulted his friends Dr,
Dubois, Dr. Winter, and Dr. Van
Arum ; who declared it a Carci-
NOMA.

Dr. Degner had in like cafes vfed
Solanum Lethale ; therefore Lamber-
gen gave it in this: he infufed a
fcruple in ten tea-cups of water,
The plant had been dried three years:
one {fpoonfull of this, on his firft try-
ing it on himfelf, brought o a flight
vertigo and a drynefs of the mouth.

: ]anuary 14, 17455 the Woman
took the fame Dofe ; this fhe con-
‘tinued to June 12, with external
~applications and was then well.
. She continued healthy, and fuckled a
.child many years afterwards.

I The
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The cafe here related, in my opi-
nion, is far from being fatisfaGtory
as to its cancerous ftate: it plainly
_appears, at firft to have been no
more than common abfcefles, fre-
quent in inflammatory habits of bo-
dy, which often f{uppurated: one
{evere attack in the other breaft
was intirely removed by bleeding
‘and antiphlogiftic remedies, which
{hews, at that time, it was a com-
mon phlegmon.  When the menfes
‘quit the fair fex, they are ex-

tremely liable to cancerous difor-

ders, either in the womb, breaft,

“or fome other glandular part; but

‘thefe are moft frequently owing to
‘their own mifconduct : for at that

‘time, inftead of abating the quantity
of blood, and diverting 1t - from a

part that cannot be any longer fer-
viccable in that refpe&t, they take

forcing medicines from fome female

’prefcriber. Would they lay afide

this ill-judged delicacy, and confult

their

-
.y
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their phyfician, it would be a great
happinefs for themfelves, by pre-
venting miferies confequent of im-
proper weatment at that period of
their lives.

I would by no means attempt to
cenfure the fkill and judgment of
thofe gentlemen who faw the cafe
mentioned by Lembergen; but we
fomerimesfeelarge indurations of the
breaft, accompanied with great pain,
&cc. which put onacancerousappear-
ance ; yet on ufing emollicnt oint-
ments with 'Meréur y to the part,
bleeding and proper remedies in-
ternally, they have either difperfed,
or k.lndly fuppurations have come
on, and different abfcefles forming,
have ended in happy cures. 1am
the more induced to think this cafe
was not thought cancerous by them
in the firft ftage of her diforder,
‘when fhe laboured under {upprefii-
ons; for which emmenagogues were
given ; her menfes returned at regular

periods
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periods, and her health at length was
perfedly reftored. But even fuppof-
ing it.a cancer, 4 fingle inftance can
nevereftablith a remedy : the author’s
filence for fo many years on fo inte-
refting a {ubje&, might incline one
to think it has not proved fuccefsful
on farther trials.

If the experience of others in-
forms them of any material diffe-
rence in the effeéts of Nightfhade
from the cafes already publithed by
‘which mankind may be benefited,
I make no doubt but they will com-
municate their remarks to the world.

I fhall be extremely concerned if
the following pages fhould give of-
fence to any, yet it may not be im-
proper at the fame time to difclaim
all perfonal prejudice, and to declare
‘that the only confiderations which
have occafioned my engaging in this
affair are the public fafety and the

credit of the profeflion,

IN.T RQO-
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Englith Night(hades.
ghagesKoske Koo o akooka sitogiteekogitn hookostwokroky
INTRODUCTION.

HE pra&tice of Phyfick in for-
| mer ages laboured under the
greateft difadvantages, as the ancients
were little converfant with the laws
of the animal oeconomy : but when
the profeflors became more intimately
acquainted with the human ftru&ure,
every branch of the art received many
advantages ; and it muft be allowed,
that Surgery, particularly what re-
latestothe operations, has of late years
made great advances towards perfec-
{ tion; yetwe cannot boaft of any confi-

| derablcl:ghts from our modern writers
129 in
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in thofe cafes which have always been
foanddifficultof cure. The frequency
of thefe muft incline every one not
divefted of humanity, whenat the end
of his medical knowledge, to try
{uch remedies as experience has re-
commended to the favour of others
in the profeffion. The moit fimple
are not to be rejected : even thofe
whofe rafh ufe may be attended with
fome hazard to the patient, in par-
ticular circumftances thould be tried
under the care of a fkilful direCtor.

The high encomiums given to fe-
veral medicines in the writings of
our anceftors, though now obfolete,
have been often found juft, and the
medicines proved beneficial, in cafes
where the prefent practice had left
us at a ftand.

This I flatter myfelf will be receiv-
ed as a fufficient apology, for making
farther experiments with the Solanum
Jethale ; that we may be able to afcer- |
tain its properties when given inter-
nally.  Dr. Lambergen’s fuccels in a
remarkable inftance, has been an in-
ducement to feveral, to direct it, in
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thofe cafes which did not yield to
the common remedies ; particularly,
the phyficians and furgenns of our
principal hofpitals. Any medicine
endued with the virtues for which
this plant has been of late fo much
extolled would be ineftimable: but
as time and experience alone can in-
form us in what cafes it will be fer-
viceable, and where prejudicial, it
effects fhould be faithfully commu-
nicated to the publick by thofe who
have made the trial.

The gentleman * who has publifh-
eda fhort account of its effeés, writes
with great candour and modefty : the
flattering hopes of fuccefs in the pa-
tients to whom he had then given
it, were {ufficient grounds for him to
expet great advantages to the pub-
lick, if thofe of the profefiion were
‘acquainted with the obfervations he
‘had then made ; and his zeal for the
‘welfare of mankind, prompted him
to an carly publication. Had he waited

* Obfervations on the internal ufe of the fo-
fanum by Mr, Gatal er.

B 2 till
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till now, T am apt to believe it would
have rendered this little treatife un-
neceflary.  Many praéttioners both
in town and country, have greatly
miftaken the intention of the author,
by fuppofing, he recommends it as a
cure 1n cancerous cafes. He afferts,
indeed, it had given eafe: and would
it always do that, provided it did not
produce as bad complaints in return,
it would be a moft valuable medicine,
It is well known that opium, mer-
cury, cantharides, and feveral other
medicines may be ranged in the clafs
of poifons ; and when given in too
large a quantity are attended with
death. Yet were we difarmed of
thofe weapons, we fhould find great
difficulty to conquer feveral difeafes,
.otherwife trivial How inno-
cent, and how falutary are thefe in
their effects when judicioufly admi-
niftred? The indifcriminate ufe of
any medicine will often produce mif-
chief, as conftitutions differ from
each other: epium will {ometimes,
inftead of quieting, raife adelirium ;
~camphor has occafioned convulfions ;
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and et by the judgment of the pre
feriber, thefe have been made, in tht‘:
fame ioftances, moft puwerfui re-
medies.

The folanum by its efpoufers has
been ftrongly recommended as en-
dued with a peculiar property as a
 Deobfiruent, by increafing the natural
fecretions of the body; and confe-
quently capable of removing all noxi-
-ous matter ¢ and 1t has been {uppofed
preferable to any other, from its uni-
formity of a&ting I canttot fay I
“find this to be tl ¢ cafe 'in the prac-
‘tice of others, any more than in thofe
‘patients to whom I have. given it;
but, on the contrary, that it is lefs
fo than any of the ufual medicines
given to promote {weat, urine, or
ftools The word Deobfiruent will
‘always carry weight with it in phy-
fick if a medicine be found to me-
‘rit 1t: for it is certain that obftruc-
“tion is the firft caufe of diforder
“in the animal machine ; and that ei-
“ther attenuants or ftimulants, adapted
to the particular offices for which
' B 3 they
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theyare wanted, are ufuallyemployed
m the different ftages of the difeafe :
for though {timulants, when obftruc-
tions are recent, may remove them ;
yet if they are permitted to accumu-
late by kngth of time, thofe medicines
would certai inly mncreafe the malady,
it their efforts were unfuccefsful.

Confequently attenuants, at thattime,
are the onlyalternative togive a chance
of cure. Now, Deobflruent 1 imagine
implies the power of both.

I am thoroughly convinced that no
one fecretion in the animal body can
compenfate for the defects of ano-
ther ; tho’ the increafed quantity car-
tied off by others will often obviate a
plethora ; and the ill confequences
of any particular excretory being ob-
firu¢ted, may fometimes be pre-
vented from rifing to any confiderable
height by medicines: but thefe can
only be called palliatives. Should
the kidneys negle® doing their
office, or total fuppreflions of the
~urine happen by diforders of the
urethra, we know that patients are
greatly relieved by profufe {weats,
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which are extremely offenfive, and
are plainly urinous: but though the
tenfion for a time is abated, yet the
patient is never well ll the ufual
paflage for the urine is obtained. 8o
when the blood is not properly de-
purated of its bile by the liver, na-
ture makes various efforts, both by
the fkin and kidneys, to get rid of

- the excrementitious matter ; but we
never arrive at the ftandard of health
till the bile pafles ﬁetly into the i in-
teftine again.

Great Numbers of invalids daily
prefent themfelves to hofpitals, whofe
cafesby experience are found to be but
little relieved under the ufual courfes
of medicine : it cannot then be mat-
ter of furprize that every practifer
of phyfick fhould immediately em-
brace a remedy fo ftrongly recom-
mended as a {pecific in opening every
outlet of the body.

Whatever may be the fate of the
Jolanum from the experiments to be
rclated, Idoaflert, if the greateft at-

Bl tention
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tention and candour, fkill and inte-
grity, and I might add partiality in its
favour, in thofe gentlemen 1 have
known ufe it, could contribute to
find out its medicinal virtues, it has
had every advantage that could be
wifhed by its firongeft advocates.
As the experiments made at dif-
ferent feafons of the year have not
proved fimilar in their effects, pof-
fibly fome may chufe to make far-
ther trials: I have therefore add-
‘ed a plate of the different {pecies
of the Nightthade found in Eng-
land; and as I always intended to
take the botanical account from Dr.
Hill's works, I thought it but right,
in juftice to him and the publick, to
requeft the favour of him to pen
‘that part himfelf.  This he not only
-moft readily complied with, but has
wrote the defcriptions from nature ;
and to prevent any miftake in the
kinds, has engraved the plates with
his own hand. 'The accuracy of the
performance renders any encomium

from me unneceflary.
R DR AR
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‘Characters and defcriptions of  the
plants.

HE Nightfhades wild in Eng-
land are three ; the cARDEN,
the woobpvy, and the bEapLy. The
firft is named from its frequency in
garden ground ; the fecond from the
firmnefs of the ftem ; and the third
from 1its qualities, |
The charalters by which they
are diftinguifhed from all other plants
are thefe : the flower is formed of
one petal divided into five fegments ;
and has in 1its centre five filaments
crowned with buttons : the cup is
in the fame manner formed of one
piece cut into five divifions; and the
fruit is a juicy berry.
Tournefort, from the fhape of the
Bz flower,
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flower, which is long and hollow in
the deadly Nightthade, feparated it
from the others, under the name of
~ Belladonna'; and Linneus, from lef-
fer diftinctions, under that of Atropa:
but mature has united them by their
general character ; and the garden,
and deadly, in their effels.

The common Nightthade fome-
times has its leaves hairy ; and the
woody, when ‘it grows in reach of
falt ‘water, fhews them of a pales
and more greyith green; but thefe
are ‘only accidental varieties of the
thofe two f{pecies: the three plants
firlt named are the only diftin&t Eng-
lith kinds.

C'm A P L

Garden Nightfhade.

This is a plant of twofeetin height;
upright, branched, and fpreading:
the root is fibrous: the ftalk is green,

ribbed,
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ribbed, and thick ; and the branches
fpread obliquely. The leaves are
placed irregularly: they are broad,
thort, unequally indented, fome-
times on the lower part of the plant
{carce vifibly ; and they are of a ftrong
green : they have flethy footftalks and
pale thick ribs.

~ The flowers rife in clufters: they
have a common f{upport, and each
alfo its feparate pedicle: they are
white, with a yellow button in the
centre. Each flower is divided deep
ito five fegments; and the button
is formed of the heads or antherz of
the five filaments.

Each flower is followed by a ber-
ry : thisis round; green at firft, but
when ripe black ; and contains feveral
roundith f{eeds.

It is an autumnal plant: the flow-
ers appear in Augult, the berries ripen
in September, and the whole then
dies. The{feeds remain in the ground
till the following May, and the young
plants then appear.

B & it



(4 )

It is frequent en all cultivated
ground in gardens and in fields ; and
on dunghills.

The old authors call it Solanum
hortenfe, folanum vulgare, and So-
lanum officinarum.  Linnazus, So-
lanum caule inermi herbaceo, i
ovatis, dentato-angulatis, umbellis
nutantibus. Herbaceous and weak
ftalked Nightfhade with oval den-
tated andfomewhatangulated leaves,
and drmplnﬂ clufters of flowers.

This is the plant which was firft -
by miftake ufed inftead of the deadly
Nightthade; and fince hasbeen fome-
times continued by choice,

B gl SR e ¢ -
Weody Nightfhade.

This, though the ftalk be woody,
is a weak ftraggling plant, too much
extended in length to be fupported
upright by itsflender ftem ; and either

creeps
2




(795 . 0
creeps on the ground, or climbs a-
mong bufhes.

The ftalk is brittle, though woody :
the bark is of a pale brown: on the
older parts; but the young fhoots
are green. |

The leaves are various on different
parts of the plant : thofe on the older
wood have two appendages, or as
it were leffer leaves at their bafe:
thofeon the younger fhoots are fimple,
oblong, moderately broad and point-
ed ; as the principal part of the le.f
below. The footftalks which fup-
port. thefe are long and flender, and
the colour is a pale, but not unplea-
{fant green. |

The flowers grow in clufters as in
the common Nightthade, and re-
femble them in form; but their co-
lour is a violet blue. They have
the fame yellow button in the centre ;
compofed of the convergent heads of
the five filaments. 'The fegments in
the flower of this plant are deep, di-

vided
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vided and narrow; and they refemble,
as in the other, five diftin& petals.
The common footftalk is long and
flender ; each flower has alfo its fe-
parate pedicle of fome length on a
fubdivifion of the firt, and the cluf=
ters of flowers are handfomely dif-
pofed.

Each is fucceeded by a berry: ' this
1s oblong, and, when ripe, red.

The cup of the flower in this and
in the other kind remains with the
fruit 3 in its natural fize.

The plant is common about wa-
ters, and under damp hedges. It
flowers in July, and the berries ripen

at the end of Auguit.

The old authors call it Solanum
Lipnofum, Solanum {candens, Dul-
camara and Glycypicros,  Linnaus
names it Solanum caule mmermi fru-
tefcente flexuofo, folits fuperioribus
haftatis, racemis cymofis. Night-
fhade with aweak, bent, and fhrub-

by ftem, with the upper leaves of
a {peax
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a fpear pointed fhape, and the flow-
ers in clufters upon fubdivided fcat-
tered footftalks. |

We have given this in the prefent
enquiry, only as it is a plant of the
Nightthade kind : it has not been
ufed till now to the fame purpofes
with the former or fucceeding ; ner
does it pofiefs equal power.

€ Ap. " I
Deadly Nightfhade.

This, which has been latcly in-
troduced into medicine in England,
and is the occafion of the prefent
treatife, isa very different plant from
the other two: nothing but the
accident of never having feen it,
can lead any to ufe the other for
it, or to miftake this for any other
kind.

The plant 18 upright, firi, and
three fﬁtl:::: high. Prgh

The
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- 'The root is long, thick, and
brown. The ftalk is firm, round, of
a dufky green, ftained varioufly with
purple or with brown, and divided
toward the top into many rifing
branches. |

The leaves are placed irregularly,
and at diftances from one another :
they have thick footftalks ; and they
are large, and of a dufky green; ob-
long, confiderably broad, fharp-
pointed, occafionally waved a little
at the edges, and flightly hairy.

'The flowers are large, long, and
hollow : they rife fingly from the
bofoms of the leaves; not in clufters
as in the other kinds: and, they
are of a dufky purplith hue .with
fome little mixture of a redith or
yellowifh brown: they are firiated
and {lightly hairy.  Their hollow
thape diftinguifhes them abundantly
from the others; but they have a
divifion of the fame kind into five

fegments at the edge; and a cup
| formed
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formed of one piece and cut as theirs
into five parts.

Each flower is followed by a large
black berry; rounded, but fome-
what depreffed: and the cup en-
targes to defend it. Its bignefsis that
of a common cherry, its colour a
thining black ; and the afpect is fo
tempting, that one wonders nature
fhould have beftowed it on a poifon.

This is the plant recommended
for the cure of ¢ancers. It is, tho’ a
native of England, found but in few
places; principally on banks where
there is fome fhade, in church—yards,
.or under park pales.

. The flowers appear 1n July, and
the berries ripen in September.

The older authors call it Solanum
lethale, Solanum melano-cerafos, and
Solanum manicum :. the later writ-
ers Bella donna, and Atropa. Lin-
nzus names it diftintly Atropa caule
herbaceo, foliis ovatis integris. Her-

baceous
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baceous ftalked Atropa with oval un-
divided leaves.

It ftood long charalterized as a
poifon ; and has been lately brought
into ufe as a medicine ; with what
fuccefs the following cafes will beft
fhew.

Wk ek ok 3 Stk e S 3ok 30k e

SECT. I

Virtues of thefe Nightfhades.

We have obferved in general that
the virtues of thefe plants are diffe-
rent ; at leaft in degree. 'We fhall
proceed to enquire into them more
particularly under each head.

The ancients have fpoke of the
effects of a peculiar kind of Night-
fhade :  thefe were, intoxication,
madnefs, and death. It has been

{up-
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fuppofed by Faber and others they
meant the deadly Nightthade in
thefe accounts; but it has been lately
fhewn to a certainty that this was
not the plant they defcribe ; nor does

it appear that itwasknown to them *,
The

. ® The ancients {peak of a Solanum manicum,
or Solanum furiofum, {o named from its effeéls
in producing a temporary madnefs. They have
been underftood to mean this plant: but their
commentators have erted : Mathiolus is with rea-
fon to be excepted from the Cenfure; for he
judg’d more truly, that it was unknown to them.

I heir Solanom, whofe name was fimply the
word Strychnos, had, in a {maller dofe, the ef-
feQs of inebriation ; in a larger quantity it caus’d
madrefs; and in a yet larger, death.

Thus much Theophraftus fays of it. A Dram
of the root given in wine, produced the leffer
effect, two drams brought on the greater, three
drams occafioned madnefs for life, and four were
fatal. This is the account given by the father
of natural knowledge ; and this Diofcorides, and
and thofe who followed him, tranfcribed ; adding
or altering {lightly, according to their particu'ar
Opinions.

From thefe Greeks the Romans took their de-
tail. ~ Pliny has joined the words of Theophrattus
aad Diolcorides; and moft who came later have

copy’'d
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The garden Nightfhade they fami-

harly mention, and givelarge accounts
of its virtues.

copyd Pliny. Hence we have the hiflory of ihe
Greek Strychnos, and its Intoxicatiors, which
they called Strychnomania, the madnels of Sola-
nwr, znd all this late writers have attributed 10
the deadly Nightthade. .
The old Greeks knew three Nightfhades: the

_Garden Kind, which they held innocent; the
Somniferous, which brought on drowfinels; and
. the furious or mad Nightfhade, whofe root in va-
_rious dofes occafioned thefe different Effects,
They have left defcriptions of all thefe kinds :

and rone of them agree with our plant; neither

_do the dofes, They afferr, that a dram of the
root of the Solanum furiolum might be given
with fafety; but a few grains of that of our
deadly Nightfhade have been found fatal.

. The deadly Nightfhade therefore is not the
- Solanum furiolum of the antients; nor do their
Defcriptions of that plant agree with it: for that
“had leaves like the Rocket, or Acanthus, and
clufter’d berries as the Ivy. The deadly Night-
fhade does not appe:r to have been known to
them; but it poflefles the fame qualities in a
fuperior degrez: a g:ain of it bemng equal in
effect to a dram of theirs. It is able to bring on
_the strychnomania, or Nightthade madnefs ; and,
when taken inadvertently, is fatal. Eden, N© 0.

The
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The virtues of garden Nightfkade.

‘'The Greek writers mention this
fpecies very diftinctly: Diofcorides
calls it Erpuyvos Kywaiog, garden
Night{hade ; and has given fuch cha~
racters as render it impoflible we
fhould miftake the plant: from him
the generality of others have taken
their accounts. They give it the
chara&er of a refrigerantandanodyne,
and recommend it exfernally in ma-
ny cafes; particularly, where it could
be ufed with fafety, in inflammations.
We are furprifed to find them all
call itefculent: Diofcorides in par-
ticular fpeaks of it in this fenfe, and
obferves that its tafte is inoftenfive.

We have been taught to look on it
in a light very different from that of
-an efculent plant : a miftake occafion-
ed its firft ufe in cancers internally,
and it 1s faid to have very confide-

rable effe@ts in fo {mall a dofe as
half a grain.

The
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The virtues of woody Night/hade.

This fromthe earlieft time wherein
we find it mentioned has ftood recom-
mended as a plant of innocent and
falutary qualities. Sebizius recom-
mends 1t extremely as an emollient
and refolvent ; and its virtues in this
refpect have been afcertained by late
experience.

It is recommended as a powerful
duwretick ; and as particularlyexcellent
“in dropfies. The woody part is di-
reCted to be ufed in form of a very
ftrong infufion. This Tragus fays
operates by ftool and urine ; and he
recommends it in the jaundice. Pra-
votius alfo mientions it as a cathartick’;
and the Englith Parkinfon confirms
this quality on his own experience.

With thefe virtues the plant has
been of late negleéted ; butitis now

Since
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brought into ufe again under the
powerful aufpices of Linnzus.

I11I.
The qualities of deadly Night/bade.

We are to expe& no notice, of
Ithe virtues of this plant in the earlier
'writers, for i1t was not known to
them.

The firft accounts we received of
‘it were as a _poifon. Children who
ate the berries died ; and men ran
'mad, and were with difficulty re-
{tored to reafon.
~ Thereappeared early fome of ¢n-
‘terprifing tempers, who puthed very
far the experiments of its medicinal
qualities: thefe began with the dif-
tilled water. They limited the dofe
to three fpoonfulls; and they fay that
in that quantity 1t was found excel-
lent againft inflammations of the vif=
cera without any ill quality *

#® Mathiol. in Diofcord.

I
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After this it was brought into ufe
externally in inflammations, and
hard tumors; and laft of all in can-
cers.

‘The account of its firt ufe we
owe to Mathiolus; of the applica-
tion of it to cancerous diforders Mr.
Ray {peaks, particularly in his hiftory
of plants, attributing the firft know-
ledge of it to Mr. Percival Wils
lughby.

Since that time the matter has

been overlooked, till of late Dr.Lam-
bergen, in his inaugural thefis, {fpoke
of its virtues againft this terrible dif-
order internally ; and related the cir-
cumftances of a cure he had per-
formed by it.
- This led to its ufe in England;
and its effeéts in a number of f{ubfe-
quent inftances have occafion’d the
prefent impartial ftate of the cafe.
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O ASSRIVE

Lizabeth Weff aged 66 had for

- fome time been troubled with
‘a foul ulcer on her leg near the ancle,
‘and a glandular {welling on each fide
.of her neck; for which fhe was ad-
‘mitted a Patient into Sz, George’s Hof-
jpital.  On the 15th of laft June the
took one grain of theleaf of the So/a-
num Hortenfe in infufion when fhe
went tobed. This was continued the
three fucceeding nights: it occafioned
each time of taking, great pain in
the fore, and, fhe thought, rather
an increafe of perfpiration and u-
rine; it kept the Body lax, but
fometimes excited vomiting. From
the 18th of June to the 2d of Au-
guft fhe took the fame dofe night
and morning: during this period fhe
found her fore a little eafier at times,
andthe matter feemed better ; but neu-
e afterwards coming on, withviolent
coms-
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complaints of the head, and a tem-
porary lofsof fight, great heat, with
fluthings on the fkin, and the fore
begining to fpread, it was thought
proper to difcontinueit. Nitrous me-
dicines were made ufe of in its room,
till the inflammation was gone off,
and the fore put on a better afpe&.
Auguft the 1oth, fhe began to take
an infufion of the Solanum Lethale,
the fame dofe as before, night and
morning.  This fhe continued to
the 12th of September without any
advantage to her leg; but with ma-
nifeft injury to her health in ge-
neral ; as fhe became very feverifh,
complained of giddinefs, and her
eye-fight was f{o much impaired, that
the could not diftinguith one letter
from another, or work at her needle;
tho’ fhe could both read and work
extremely well before the took the me-
dicine. This was thought tobea fuf-
ficient trial in the prefent cafe : other

remedies were then given, by which
the
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the fore and f{wellings grew better.
It is well known that old fores on
the legs, for the generality, mend
onlyby the common dreflings and a
horizontal pofture, which was the
cafe with this woman before the took
- the medicine, and was very apparent
by one in a fimilar cafe, being placed
in the next bed to her. Iamreally of
opinion, that the infufion of the
plants heating her, was the great
obftacle to the fore’s deterging : and
muft remark, that the quantity of
urine was as great, and that fhe
fweated as much, during the time

the Nightfhade was omitted, as when
fhe took it.

sk s o St Rk el e

@A S ErIE

Lizabeth Handell aged 55, in
June laft was recommended as
an out-patient to St. George's Hofprtal

2 for
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for a Gutta Rofacea, or violent {corbu-
tic eruption on her Face, with great
fwelling of the upper lip. In the
48th year of her age the menfes left
her. Being naturally healthy, fhe
neglected bleeding, &c. at that time.
She did not feel any ill effeéts for
upwards of a twelvemonth ; but the
fucceeding year, the was often troubled
with violent head-achs, frequently
occafioning a delirium ; about two
years after the lofs of her periodical
difcharges, fhe was feized with vio-
lentpam in her head, ftomach, back,
and extremities, frequent rea{,hmﬂfs,
rigors, and other preceding fymp-
toms of an eruptive fever. ‘The
violence of thefe continued four or
five days, when fhe complained of
great fluthing of the right fide of
her face, which was fuccceded by
a large inflamed pimple under the
eye on that fide. The fever, heat in
the check, and puftules went off in a

few
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few days : but the intenfe heat and ®-
ruption under the eye returned for %
fucceeding months at regular periods,
continued for a few days'and then
wentoff by the ufe of gentleevacuati-
ns. About five years fince, theerup-
tions became univerfal on her face,
but particularly affe¢ted her upper
“lip.  She was then advifed to try
variety of medicines, mercurials and
antimonials, diet-drinks, alteratives
of all kinds, and laftly the fea-wa-
ter. About two yéars ago, fhe had
a feton made in her neck, from which,
only, ‘the found benefit; but ! rthit
dryingup, a fontanel (was iiade in Rer
arm, which did not any way become
a fubftitute to the other difcharge.
On the 1oth of June laft the was
ordered another feton near the place
of ‘the former, which began to
difcharge extremely well; and on
the 17th fthe was direted to take
the burnt fponge with nitre 1n lime-
water, twice in the day, and purg-
ing falts twice in the week; this
Corigs by courfe
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wourfe fhe continued till the gth of
July, and was confiderably bene-
fited, as the heat and rednefs of her
face and {welling of her lip were re-
markably abated ; but being then a
patient in the houfe, and the Night-
Jhade in the meridian of its repute,
every thing elfe was laid afide, and
one grain of the leaf in infufion was
given night and morning. This pro-
ducing a delirium with giddinefs and
dimnefs of fight, fhe was ordered to
takeit atnight only, and the continued
it to the 2gth of that month. It
fometimes purged heralittlebuthad no
effeCteither by {weator urine ; her face
{fecemed cooler at times, and was lefs
painful, but then for four or five
fucceeding days the fymptoms re-
turned with as much virulence as
ever. The infufion was then omitted
for fome time, to try whether the
{feton did not give her relief by thedif-
charge : her face became cooler again,
and the lip lefs, without doing any
' thing
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thing for a week or ten days ; but the
formerrednefs,rcturnmg Aug. 13th,

{he beganagain totakeone grainof the
plant in infufion at bed-time, and con-
tinued it every night till the ~th of
September : the dofe was then in-
crealed to 2 grains, and taken every
night to the 14th of October. It
.brought on great heat and thirft, and
fuppreflion of the faliva; had not
any effe¢t on the fecretions of urine
or {weat, but rather occafioned the
body to be lax: her diforder re-
main’d much the {fame as when fhe
beganto take the medicine, but on the
17th of Oc&ober fhe was ordered to
difcontinue its ufe, as it brought on

a difficulty of breathing.
ehogkeckeskokoviotaskokeckeskookoskovks coukoskecke
CASE III

| S.zﬁ'mb Cowley aged 30, with the
{ame diforder but lefs in dEgI ee,
attempted to take the infufion in fmall
C 4 quan-



{g84.1\)

quantities and at proper diftances ;
but it griped and purged her with
{fuch violence, that it was obliged to
be difcontinued after two or three
unfuccefsful attempts: it affected her
eyes, but was not of the leaft fer-
vice to the diforder of her face,

€ ANSREP N/ a9Ce XS AP EtA R85 )0
CASE AV

Sﬁmﬁ Edwards aged 35 was ad-

-mitted into St. George's Hofpital
with .a ‘foul ulcer on her leg-about
the fize of a half crown.

July the 18th the took one grain
of the leaf of the Solanum Lethale
in infufion when fhe went to bed,
In lefs than half an hour it occafioned
violent vomitings and purging, which
continued for feven or cight hours
without intermiffion: it was repeat-
ed at the diftance of two or three.
days ito a fourth 'trial, but its effects

each
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‘each time were equally fudden and
violent with thofe of the firit dofe;
and at laft her eyes and head were
affeted by it.

The ulcer grew rather fouler;
neither was fhe any way benefited
by the medicine.

It was tried afterwards mixt with
fome of the faline Draughts; but

was left off, as it ftill difagreed with
her.

S B R Aol B R R el R P B R
CASE 'V,

Mﬂry Parr aged 28 years, early
in the laft fpring was feized

with rigors, which were f{ucceeded
by a moft violent fever, the effect
of cold caught by lying in a damp
room fome time after her delivery.
A blifter was applied between her
fhoulders, which occafioned erupti-
ons univerfally, and her fever abated :
neverthelefs, a fore throat, with
C 5 great
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‘great pain in her joints came on:

but thefe quitted her after fome time.
On the 6th of May laft the was ad-
mitted a patient in St. George's /-
pital. 'The eruptions, which were at
firft general, had now formed large
b]otches on feveral parts of her body,
but particularly on her head and face,
which were incrufted with broad,
hard fcabs. Her cafe from appear-
ances was judged venereal, though
the poor woman declared, fhe never
had any reafon to fufpel it from
any indifpofition in her hufband, or
from {ymptoms in herfelf. She was
ordered into the warm bath, prepa-
rative to her courfe of mercurial
Fri€ions, which loofened the in-
cruftations, and the fubjacent ulcers
began to difcharge. Some of thofe
on her body feemed to yield to the
mercury, though it had but little
effect on thofe of her head and face ;
and during the courfe, her right eye-

lid began to be affected with the fame
kind
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kind of blotch, which ended in a
Lippituds.  She continued under fa-
livation feven weeks, as we were
obliged to proceed with great caution
in the introduction of the Mercury,
fhe being extremely weak from the -
feverity of her difeafe: during the
-courfe the bark was given with
advantage. She was but little be-
nefited from {pitting ; but when
fhe had fomewhat recovered her
ftrength, fhe began, July the 16th,
to take one grain of the Solanum
Lethale in  infufion at bed-time,
which was continued to the 22d ;
fhe then took it night and morning
forafew days. It occafioned naufec,
violent head-achs, and great dim-
- nefs of fight; it purged her, but
the made lefs urine than ufual, and
there was not any increafe of per-
fpiration ; the old fores broke out,
and thofe fhe had on her face
{fpread very much foon after fhe had

C6 began
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began taking the medicine; particu-
larly thofe on the.4/a Nafi and under-
lip; which occafioned a great lofs of
~ fubftance in both ; and when her lip
healed, the remaining partattached it-

{elf on each fide to the gums, and left

a {pace of upwards of an inch and

half. Itdifordered her fo much, asto

confineher toher bed, and thefeemed

finking extremely faft. The Nighs-

fbade was difcontinued ; and the
remarkable fuccefs we had in a

fimilar cafe not long before, with

the decoction of the Sazfaparilla root,

made us recommend it for this poor

creature, but with very little hopes

of fuccels, or indeed of her life. She

took it with milk, a quart in the 24

hours, and 1n a month’s time her

fores were all healed, and fhe reco-

vered her health and ftrength. The

fhocking appearance of her under

jaw, being left fo far uncovered, be-
came now the obje& of our atten-

tion, as the was {o well in other

' | refpects :
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refpects : I recolle&ted how furprif-
ingly the lips would ftretch; and
determined to feparate her under-
lip from its attachments, remove its
callofities, and attempt their union
by the pins and twifted future, as
in the hare-lip, though I was gredt-
~ ly apprehenfive, from the acrimo-
nious ftate of her blood -and the
parts fo forcibly extended, that an
inflammation would follow, which -
would require the ligatures to be re-
moved before the union was effe&ed.
In part I was not out in my judg-
ment, as a deep flough was formed
under the extremities of the pins,
though they were well defended
by little comprefles, and remain’d
in but four days: notwithftanding
this, 1t ended in a bhappy cure,
and fhe is not in the leaft disfigured
from the misfortune that happened
to her lip. The Lippitudo remain-
ing, I {carrified the Tunica conjunctiva
{everal times, which has now nearly

removed
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removed that complaint, but the
dimnefs of fight ftill remains.

The inducement to try the Sar-
Japarilla in the above cafe, arofe from
the fervice it had done a poor girl,
who had been formerly {alivated
in one of the city hofpitals, for
large blotches which were thought
venereal. They yielded a little to
the mercury during her fpitting ;
but foon after, the eruptions re-
turned, and fhe was received Into
St. George's.  Another falivation was
recommended, which fhe under-
went with as little advantage as for-
merly ; the was confiderably funk
by her courfe of mercury : there re-
mained deep ulcers in her face, and
the Ale Nafiwere almoft deftroyed by
the fharpnefs of the humour. She
began thedecoction of the Sarfaparsiia
with milk, drank a quart in the day,
and continueditfora month, by which
means her {ores healed, and {he was

reftored to perfﬁ& health, From the
obfer-
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obfervations I have made, of the ill
effe@ts of mercury very often in {cor-
butic habits, I am apt to believe,
that the above cafes were both of
them of that {pecies, or inclining to
‘the Lepra, and not venereal.

RERRRARAR AR AR SRR RARRRR
C A8 BVl

Lady of a thin and delicate

habit of body, had at times,

been troubled with f{corbutic com-
plaints. When nature withdrew her
ufual affiftance, the {corbutic humour
was determined to the roof of the
mouth and the Sinus maxillaris, or
Antrum bighmorianum as it is ge-
nerally, though unjuftly, called. The
matter made its way through the
focket in which a root of one of
the Dentes molares had been former-
ly fixed ; but by reafon of fome fun-
gous ﬂefh which had partly clofed the
3 aperture
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aperture, fome of the matter was de-
tained. To give it free egrefs, a fmall
plece of gentian root was introduc-
ed; which anfwered extremely well.
She conftantly complained of great
pain behind the Dentes incifores of
the upper jaw, on the fame fide;
yet nothing at that time could be
difcovered by the niceft examination.
Sometime after, the jaw was found
carious near the firft of the Molares;
it was covered with fome loofe fun-
gus, which was removed, and the
foul bone came away; neverthelefs
the pain continued on the roof of
the mouth and the membrane feem-
ed a little thickened in that part.
The lower jaw, after fome time, was
abridged of its motion, and in a few
days was fo locked, asto prevent the
admiffion of any folids, though minced
extremely {mall, except by the fpace
left from the drawing of a tooth
fome time before. To add to her
misfortunes, the maxillary gland on

that
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that fide became affeGed. Every
method was taken to hinder its fup-
purating, as the kind of fore that
would follow, might eafily be guefs’d
at, with fuch a habit of body: but
notwithftanding our endeavours to
prevent it, the tumor enlarged, in-
flamed, grew extremely painful, be-
came an abfcefs, and burft. The dif-
charge ‘was thin and great in quan-
‘tity, neverthelefs the hardnefs and
pain increafed. Opiates were almoft
conftantly given, ‘though to little
‘purpofe, and every application was
‘equally mneffectual in obtaining “eafe.
It now confirmed itfelf, to be what
'was always fufpected, a true cancer.
By the ftrong importunities of her
friends, ‘the was prevailed on to
make ufe of a perfon who gave her.
full affurances of eafe in a few days,
and a perfet cure in three weeks.
As I did not flatter myfelf with the
like fucce(s from any remedy I was
acquainted with, ‘T did not object to

her
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- her making trial of him; for in thefe
. cafes, the great fecret, 1 believe,
18 to find out what will fit eafieft
on the fore, and to keep it clean.
The hopes were but of fhort du-
ration, for the pain was violent
from the dreflings, the fore {pread
extremely faft, and the promifed time
for eafe elapfed without the pro-
mifed {uccefs. I was then defired
to take her under my care again.
The great encomiums that had
been given to the Nighifhade at
that time, for thefe kinds of fores,
was the fubject of converfation, not
only amongit the gentlemen of the
profeflion, but of the town in gene-
ral. The tendernefs and humanity
of the fair fex, ever makes them fo-
licitous to relieve the diftreffed: con-
fequently this new medicine was
recommended as infallible: how-
ever, we did not want the hint,
as fhe had then had a week’s trial
of it. The effets were as follow.
At the time fhe bezan o take the in-

fufion
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fufion, fhe complained of great thirft,
and [weat profufely, when the pain
would permit her to lie ftill ; the
fore was foul, difcharged a large
quantity of ichorous matter, and
was extremely painful ; the circum-
ference was of a purplithcomplexion,
and extended towards the ear wuh
great hardnefs.

The 6th of July fhe took one
grain of the leaf of the INigbz-
fhade in infufion going to bed. The
7th of July fhe fweat violently as
ufual in the night, made rather more
urine, complained of a darting prick-
ing pain in the fore, and a head-ach
in the morning, fimilar to that pro-
duced by her oplate at other times ;

' 8th, did not take the infufion nor
opiate the preceding night, neverthe-
lefs fhe fweat immoderately, particu-
larly on the pit of the ftomach: fhe
had been coftive for three days, but
obtained ftools by the medicine; the
oth, fhe took of the infufion equal
- to
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to one grain; and this was continued
“almoft every nighttothe : gth, without
any other-effect than fometimes one
or or two ftools in a day with grip-
ing, at other times without any;
the always made lefs urine after tak-
ing the medicine ; the head-ach as
ufual, but was this day, the 19th,
attended with pain over the eyes : the
~fweats fhe had had, feemed depen-
dent .greatly on the weather, which
was at that time very hot. The fore
~wasextremely foul, and the difcharge
»thin -and very ‘offcnfive ; ‘and the pain
always increafed excciﬁvely aboutan
hour after taking the infufion. She
now began to take the Dog and
Duck water for her common drink ;
20th, took her opiate laft night, and
equal to two grains of the infufion
this ‘morning : an hour after, took
fome affes milk ; was eafier in the
fore than fthe had been for a long
‘time; 'did not {weat much ; felt an
itching in the ‘fkin; the head-achas
‘afual; the difcharge of a greenith
colour
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colour and much in quantity; the
mouth more clofed. 21ft, took two
‘grains of  the infufion laft night;
22d, took the opiate laft night and
'theinfufion thismorning: fweat more
laft night, refted well, and the fore
‘eafier; made lefs urine, but that with
great fealding; 23d, took two grains
Jait night and this morning, which oc-
'cafioned the piles and violent pain in
ithe fore ; in other refpects as ufual,
24th, took the opiate over night and
itheinfufion in themorning. Thisday
(the maxillary artery was difcovered
‘bare by the acrimony of the matter :
'the opiate at night, and two grains
'in the morning of the infufion, with
ithe afs’s milk, at a proper diftance,
'were continued to the 2¢th without
-any alteration, except the jaw being
'rather more locked: the dofe was
now increafed to four grains every
night; which occafioned more pain
in. the fore, and greater heat in
making water ; this was continued

for
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for three days, but the pain preventing
her getting any reft, one grain of the
Solanum in infufion was added to the
opiate, and theother threegiveninthe
morning; by thismethod {he gotmore
reft, and her head waslefs affected, but
her appetite fell off. She continued
taking one grain over night with the
opiate, and three grains in the morn-
ing till the 13th of Auguft, when
fhe complained of great dimnefs of
-fight, a numbnefs of the integu-
mente of her head, and her hands
a little paralytic : her fore was ex-
tremely foul, withlargedeepfloughs;
fhe was feverith, and had frequent
rigors, after which fhe did not take
any more of the Solanum ; indeed the
encouragement was fo little dur--
ing ‘the whole time fhe had been
taking it, that it was impoffible
to have prefled the farther ufe,
efpecially after its eftets had been
fo injurious. =~ While fhe took '
the Nightfhade, the fore conftantly

orew
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orew fouler, the difcharge was ex-
tremely . feetid, thin, and acrimoni-
ous ; the pain was always increafed
about an hour after taking it; the
urine was le(s in quantity thefe days
themedicine was taken, and what was
made gave great pain ; the head-ach
was not more violent, than what
was confequent of her opiate at o-
ther times, till our laft attack of the
eyes, &c. 'The {weats could never
be faid to be the effe& of the medi-
cine ; it fometimes occafioned purg-
ing-itools with griping, but in ge-
neral feldom more than one in a day:
it Is certain it was far from being of
fervice in this cafe ; but it is highly
probable, andIam apt tobelieve, fhe
would not have mended under any
other courfe, as her phyficians had
directed every thing that they judged
could be of fervice to her. -Dur-
ing this courfe of the Solanum, to
aggravate this poor lady’s misfor-

tunes,
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tunes, a large piece of fungous fleth,
which was extremely fenfible, dropt
from the upper jaw, and covered in-
tirely the {pace that was left between
the teeth, by which fhe ufed to in-
troduce her minced meat for nou-
rithment : this, with the immobility
of the Jaw, deprived her of any
fupport from folids; the humour
fpread itfelf farther on the throat,
which occafioned the greateft dif-
ficulty in deglutition, that her li-
quids were often forced back thro’
her nofe: the maxiliary gland on
the other fide became likewife af-
fected, and nothing but a miferable
profpect prefented itelf daily to our
view. The wound grew cleaner-
by leaving off the infufion, gra-
nulations kept rifing from the bot-
tom of the {ore, and the denuded
artery foon became covered, but in
other refpects we were but little be-
nefited. We afterwardsrelied entire-
ly on opiates, and keeping the fore

clean
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" clean by wathing it frequently with
the Lambeth water, and by eafy
dreflings. Though in moft other in-
ftances the paralytic {ymptoms went
off in a few days, yetin this Cafe it
was fome weeks before the ladycould

- either feel, or fee diftin&ly. For
want- of {uftenance equal to the
greatnefs of the difcharge, together
with the hectic fever, the conftant

" attendant on thefe cafes, on the 8th
of O&ober fhe ended a miferable life

sl foildnlininb Bl Sl R Rl e

C'A B8 E "Vil.

Young lady had received a

blow on her breaft in Sep-

- tember 1756. At times it gave her
- great pain,  The beginning of July
following, the perceived a little loofe
tumor, which foon grew harder
and more painful, but more particu-
larly fo at certain periods, As Ihad
D ' lately
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Jately feen a perfon whofe cafe, by
relation, bhad been fimilar to the
above-mentioned, and at that time
feemed nearly cured by taking only
three dofes of the Nightfhade ; 1
thought I could do no lefs than re~
commend it to the gentleman who
had the care of this Lady, as a pro-
per remedy to be tried ; and accord-
ingly gave my authority for it. |

He began July the 12th by giv-
ing her one grain of the leaf of the
Solanum Lethale in infufion every
other night till the 23d, which did
not produce any very fenfible effet ;
from which time it was continued
every night to the 311t without much
alteration, except naufee now and
then : being very coftive, a draught
with manne was given, which had the
defired effedt. The dofe was gradually
increafed to two grains at the like
diftances, and was continued from
Auguft the 11t to the 13th, without

any other effect than the ufual fick-
riefs.
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nefs. She now began to take the
like quantity night and morning for
two days; the confequences of
which were great {icknels, fainting,
and giddinefs : it made her almoft
blind, her face was violently {well’d
with large eruptions, but had not any
{enfible effect by theikin, urine, or
ftool: the violence of the above fymp-
toms did not abate for two or three
days : the medicine was given after-
wards only every other night, till the
2 6th, without any violent {ymptoms:
herbreaft grew eafier, and the hardnefs
abated ; but for fome particular rea-
fons the medicine was laid afide for
a few days. September the 6th, fhe
began 1t again, and took it every other
night till the "13th: it occafioned
great giddinefs, head-ach, dimnefs
of fight, and naufee. At this time
having taken cold, her brealt grew
harder, enlarged again, and was in
as much pain as ever,  She was or-

130, dered
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dered to "omit 'taking the infufion
till her cold was better. She was
bled, and took proper medicines for
that complaint. On the 2d of Oc-
tober we agreed to give it once more
every other night only. Thiswascon-
tinued to the 16th: fhe found her
breaft rather eafier for fome days,
but the tumor was as hard as ever and
no way diminifhed. The medicine
always affected her violently, parti-
cu]ar} her head, for twenty-four
hours after, foas to prevent her tak-
ing any nourifhment. Not recover-
ing her fight perfetly, as ufual,
when the other effects went off,
and no advantage appearing to the
fwelling, I could not prefs the far-
ther ufe of it.

CASE



( 245 ))
CASE. VIIL

Young Woman about 20 years

of age, was feized with 2
bemiplegia after a lying-in; and it
was with great difficulty fhe could
get out her words: four months af-
ter this ftroke fhe began to take the
leaf of the Solanim Hortenfe in in-
fufion, and on the 15th of July fhe
took one grain at bed-time; which
had no other effey but a {mall in-
creafe of urine. 14th, it was re-
peated. 18th, fhe took one grain
night and morning, which occafion’d
- vather more urine and a violent head~
ach. -2oth, continued the infufion
as before, which {till brought on the
head-ach ; but her arm grew better,
and the feemed to fpeak better: this
method was purfued till the 23d, but
occafioned naufece, violent reachings,
head-ach as ufual, fometimes three
- {tools in a day : at length dimnefs of
B 3 fight
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fight came on, and pains all over
her. She made but very little wa-
ter from the 2oth to the 23d, when,
fhe complained of fwelling and great
tenfion of the abdomen, which in-
creafed towards the evening, and
the was feized, like an hyfterical
‘perfon, with a {uffocation and faint-
nefs, great chillinefs of the extremi-
ties, a low trembling pulfe, and dif-
ficulty of breathing : fhe took im-
mediately fome /p. wolat. fatid.
which a little recovered her: the
Solanum was omitted, and fhe took
eonf. damoc. 388 direGly ; this pro-
duced a large flux of urine, and
plentiful {weats in the night. 24th,
her head-ach continued, her pulfe
low, the abdomen hard and {well’d,
and violent pains all over her; an
oily draught with manna was di-
reCted, and after 1ts operation fhe
took the conf. damoc. as before. 2 sth,
the had one ftocl from the draught
of yefterday, which took off the

ficknefs
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ficknefs at her ftomach, and abated
the tenfion of the belly ; fhe made
a large quantity of lemon-coloured
urine ; the pains of her head, &ec.
as the preceding day : was ordered
to take #nél. fulig. gutt. xxx when-
ever the fuffocation was troublefome;
‘this method was continued to the
3 1ft, when the effets of the So/a-
nim went off intirely.,

T T TT TEE ]
Bl L v e
ARY Beach, aged fixty-two,

had for many years enjoyed a
perfe ftate of health ; butin March
laft, wasattacked with great pain and
heat in her right leg, which put on
at firft an eryfipelatous appearance
throughout its whole extent, with
feveral cracks in different parts of
the fkin: in this ftate it conftantly
difcharged an acrimonious watery

D4 humor :
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humor: at length a fmall ulcer
opened near the ancle, which {pread-
ing to the {ize of a half crown, and
it’s lips becoming callous, fhe was
received into. St. George's Hofpital,
on the 4th of May, E7.57 511 he
common dreflings in thofe cafeswere
applied, by which, and a horizontal
pofture, the ulcer grew better ; but
the {corbutic eruption, with great
heat, remaining, the began, May the
18:‘1, to take fome cooling phyfick
twice in the week, and Nitrous pow-
ders in the intermediate days. The
heat, &c. not yielding to this method,
on the 23d. the was bled, and the
former plan was purfued, but was
ordered to make ufe of the ag: Ca-
lcis & oleum Sambuci thook together
into the confiftence of a cream:
with this application the leg grew
cool and ealy, the eryfipelatous e-
ruption dried away, and the fore
healed daily ; June the 7th, Lime-
water and milk, twice in the day,
was
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was added to her former medicines ;
but the heat, &c, returning, it was
changed for the Lambeth water.
The {ore continued healing ; but the
heat, &c. returning frequently, all
her former medicines were difcon-
tinued, and on the 18th of July, fhe
began to take the infufion of the
Solanum: it {weated her at firlt a good
deal, rather increafed the quantity
of urine, and fhe thought her leg
eafier and cooler, fince the had taken
the medicine : one grain of the leaf in
infufion, was continued every night,
to the 28th, fometimes f{weating
her, at other times not; during this
the eruptions appeared as florid as
ever, and difcharged as ulual, but (he
had not the former heat and pain in
~ her leg, and the ulcer was now nearly
healed: on the 28th fhe was ordered
to increafe the dofe to two grainsevery
night, this was continued to the 3d
of Auguft, when the ebbing and
flowing of the watery humor, dur=
- D s ing
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ing the whole time fhe had been
taking the Nightfbade, made us ima-
gine little was to be expected from its.
farther ufe; and in its ftead, after
a dofe of the purging mixture, the
was dire¢ted to take the folution of
the fublimate mercury.  This fhe
took one morning Dnly Some of the
Gentlemen prefent were of opinion,
we fhould give the Night/hade farther
trial, as it had been of fervice to her
at times: accordingly, on the sth
of Auguft, the folution of the cor-
rofive fublimate was omitted, and
two grains in infufion of the Night-
fhade was purfued every night, ’till
September the 1oth. On the 18th of
Auguft, the fore was quite healed,
but fhe complained of great pains
in her leg: a fontanel was made in
her other leg, in which, the fame
kind of humor with great itching
foon appeared; the infufion had
heated her during this laft efiay,
had occafioned great thirft, and her

| 2 urine
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urine was much lefs in quantity at
- times. However, contrary to my ex-
pectation, fhe was difcharged cured,
as I was told, on the 14th of Sep-
tember laft, except fome few pimples
of the fame kind, which appeared
on her body after her legs dried'up;
~ but in a fortnight after the. was dif-
. charged, fhe came again to'the hof-
pital with the fame humor in her
legs as before.

e deor ROk e S S R e
GRS A us A

Mﬁz;rfcf Ferriter, aged 42, had

fome years been. {ubject to
fcorbutic humors, . but otherwife
enjoyed a good ftate of health till
July 1756, when he found a little
crack in his under Lip, which fre-~
quently incrufted, but would not
heal. He applied for affiftance in the
country, where every topical appli-

cation rather occafioned the fore to
D6 {pread ¢
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fpread internals were likewife given,
but without any advantage. On the
28th of June, 1757, he was ad-
mitted a patient in S7. George's Hof-
pital. 'The fore on his lip was then
about an inch in length, and half an
inch in breadth, extremely foul, its
edges very callous, and the difcharge
ichorous. There was a hard tubercle
fomewhat lower on the chin: at
times he felt fthooting pricking pains,
and the cafe had greatly a cancerous
appearance. ‘The man declared he
never had any venereal complaint;
yet chancres frequently appearing on
thofe parts merely from contaét, and
when fo, always yielding to a courfe
of mercury, it was agreed to give him
the chance of a falivation: but July
the 1ft, preparatory to that, he was
bled, and took the purging falts twice
in a week. The nitrous powders with
barley-water were taken twice In
the day to the 1gth, when they
were continued with half a pint of

the
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the decoftion of the Sarfaparilia,
inftead of the DBarley-water: this
he purfued till the 27th, when he
began to rub in the mereurial oint-
ment to raife a falivation. During
this courfe his fore {pread extreme-
ly, from the acrimony of the fa/iva
- conftantly driveling down the crack ;
and he was reduced {o low, that he
was obliged to be taken out of his
mercurial courfe on the 12th of Au-
put,  After he was purged, and a
ﬁttle reftored by cordials, on the
22d, he took one grain of the So=
lanum in infufion going to bed, and
repeated it the two following nights ;
but it occafioned fuch violent effeéts,
particularly fo great pain in his head,
that for a time he was almoft di«
ftralted. On the 25th he was di-
re€ted to take it only every other
night ; but it dilordered him f{o
much, patticularly in his head, that
 he declared, rather than take it a-
gain he would be difcharged the

| 3 houfe.
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houfe. On the 31ft he began the
decoction of the Sarfaparilla, which
he continued taking, a quartin a day,
till the 1g9th of O&ober, without be-
ing of any fervice to his lip. Since his
falivation, a large exoffofis was thrown
out on the right fide of the maxilla
inferior. 'Three weeks after his fali-
vation, {fomeof the alveol: which were
carious, came away with feveral of
his teeth. The fore was larger than
ever, and extremely painful at times ;
the difcharge very great, and a con-
ftant driveling of the fz/iva. 1 muft
obferve, that this man, foon after he
came Into the houfe, was afflicted
at times with a head-ach, which I
attributed to his breathing the air of
the falivating-ward ; and was inclin-
ed to think that the violent effects
of the Nightfhade in him might be
owing to the mercury not having in-
tirely quitted the body before it was
tried. But to afcertain the fa&, as he
had been removed into another ward
for
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for fometime; on the 1gth’of O&ober
I defired the Apothecary of the hof-
pital would give him a grain of the
‘Solanum in infufion at bed-time, dif-
guifed, fo that he might not fufpe&t
what the medicine was, left his
former {uffering might prejudice him
- in his report. 2oth, did not find any
ill effe& from the infufion, nor any
change whatever. 21ft, took one
grain and a half laft night; it did
not difagree with him as ufual, but
occafioned a difficulty in the dif-
charging his urine, and it was lefs in
quantity. 22d, the infufion was re-
peated laft night and produced the
fame effe&s on the kidnies and blad-
der : helrefted better than hehaddone
for fome months paft, his lip was
eafier, and he felt lefs pamn in his
head in the night, but it returned this
morning, tho” with lefs violence; he
is to omit the medicine this Evening,
left the fpafm on the neck of the
bladder fhould be increas’d. 23d,had

his
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his head-ach as ufual, and refted ill,
but the difficulty in making water
went off. 24th, took the infufion
laft. night, refted but ill, his head-
ach continued, and the fore was in as
bad a ftate as ever. 2g5th, it was
repeated laft night, had the fame
effect on the kidnies and bladder
as before. 26th, took the medi-
cine laft night, by which the diffi-
culty in emptying his bladder was
increafed : it occafioned a total {up-
preflion at times; his head-ach re-
turned with its ufual violence, and
his habit became coftive : the fore
grew more painful, and its afpect
much the fame as when this fecond
trial of the infufion was begun,

A phyfician of great eminence,
has been fo obliging to favour me
with the following account of the
effe@s of the Nightfbade, given to

patients under his immediate care.
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A lady, on her Menfes quitting
her, was {eized with. great pain in
the region of the navel; this was
fucceeded by a {cirrhous tumor at
the Umbilicus, which frequently dif-
charged a thin feetid matter: her
legs were f{welled, and her urine
~was high coloured : fhe took the
leaf of the Solanum Lethale in infu-
fion night and morning for three
Weeks ; it occafioned fometimes an
increafe of perfpiration, and fhe
made plenty of urine, by which the
fwelling of her legs abated, and has
not ﬁnce returned, though it is three
months fince fhe took the medicine :
the thought fhe found eafe in the
tumor by its ufe, but in other re-
{pettsits progrcfs to theheightof that
diforder was made by hafty fteps. The
-medicine occafloned a moft prodigi-
~ous thirft, took away her appetite,
and affected her head fo violently,
that the could not be perfuaded to
go on with its ufe,

A gentle-
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A gentlewoman, about 5o years of
age, had her right-breaft greatly
enlarged, and extremely painful,
with feveral fmall fcirrhous tumors
which could eafily be felt in the {ub-
ftance of the breaft ; near the flern-
um there was a fiftulous ulcer, which
conftantly difcharged an ichorous
matter. She had been attended for
fome time by a fkilfnl furgeon, but
without any figns of amendment.

An mfuﬁon of the Night/hade was
direted her night and morning for
near three weeks, by which the dif=
charge became more purulent, the
indurations were almoft gone, and
the afpe& of the tumor was more
favorable ; neverthelefs its effeéts
being nearly the fame as in the for-
mer cafe, the patient could not be pre-
vailed on to continue the medicine.

A young woman in the twenty-
fecond year of her age, labouring
under a fuppreflion of her menfes,
complained of a {welling on the fllzft

e
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fide of the abdomen, which was at-
tended with great pain: on exami-
nation, it was thought to be in the
ovary. Evacuations, emmenagogues,
&c. were ineffeCtually made ufe of.
She was then directed to take an
infufion of the Night/bade, which
- fhe purfued for a week : 1t was not
of the leaft fervice to her complaints,
but occafioned an intolerable heat
and thirft, ficknefs at {ftomach, and
giddinefs, which made her refolve
not to take any more of the medi-
cine,

sedodepdol ol Sl Sl e e el et

~ It is not improbable but that fome
may find fault with thofe who have
given this medicine in very large
quantities ; I muft therefore obferve,
that where the expected effets of
any remedy do not appear by tak-
ing it in the dofe ufually prefcribed,
it will undoubtedly be neceflary to
increafe the quantity, with caution,
till either it anfwers the intention of

giving
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giving 1t, or fhould happen to. prove
detrimental in the particular inftances
for which it was recommended. I
have given an infufion of the So/a-
num Letbale to fome patients, from
half a Grain every other night; to
cight Grains every night, without-
* any fenfible effects; till the ufual
fymptom of a temporary blindnefs
came on, which deterred me fiom
farther continuance of its uie.

A gentleman, who is furgeon o
one of our hofpitals, has favoured
me with the fellowing cafe, in which
the Nigotfhade produced a very ex-
traordinary effe¢t, A man aged 34
in Febryary laft, was feized with a
violent inflammation and {welling of
his whole face, arms, and legs ; the
ikin was much more raifed than in a
common eryfipelas, but in other re-
fpects it refembled that difeafe : he
had likewife feveral tetterous erup-
tions, a fever and its attendants. He

was treated for theie complaints in
the
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the ufual manner, by which the vi-
olence of the fymptoms abated : ne-
verthelefs the eruptions remained,
and a great rednefs of the fkin, which
frequently cracked in different Parts,
and difcharged a thin, acrid humor,
for which he took the antifcorbutic
*juices for fome time, but with little
advantage.

On the twelth of July he was di-
reCted to take an infufion of rhe
dried leaves of the deadly Nightfhade,
which he did for five fucceeding
nights : the firft three dofes occa-
fioned violent {fweats and an increafe
of urine ; the other two proved only
diuretic ; by this he thought him-
{clf rather benefited. The medicine
was obliged to be difcontinued for
fome days for want of the plant;
but on the 22d he began an infufion
~of the frefh leaves of the Solzrnum
Lethale. As the laft two dofes did
not produce fweats, it was given in
a larger quantity for three nights fol-

lowing,
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lowing, it then occafioned a burn-
ing heat, though not the leaft moif-
ture on the fkin, but an increafe of
urine : after the laft dofe he threw
up about five ounces of blood ; how-
ever this was thought merely acciden-
tal at the time. As the patient was,
at this period, as bad as when he
began to take the medicine; and
the want of fuccefs complained of
in feveral inftances being attributed,

by the efpou{'ers of the Salamzm, to
its bemg given in an under-dofe, the
quantity was then confiderably in-
creafed, which made him extremely
hot and reftlefs ; that night, he was
feized with a cough, and brought
up fome blood, though not quite fo
much as before : in the morning he
complained of great giddinefs, could
fcarce difcern any thing, and his
limbs were unableto fupport him ;
however, in the evening thefe ill
effects of the medicine went oft:

it was now quite clear, that the
dif-
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difcharges of blood were occafioned
by the Nightfhade ; and the gentle-
man who had the care of the poor
man wanted refolution to continue
its ufe : but the great expeltations
the patient had of being cared by
this celebrated remedy got the bet-
ter of the apprehenfions of dan-
ger from the latt flurry, and with-
out the knowledge of his furgeon,
as a fecond dofe of the infufion,
equal in quantity with the laft, was
in the houfe, he determined upon
taking it: the effeCts were exaltly
the fame as the former, only that
the quantity of blood was rather lefs
than the other times; but both
dofes prov’d diuretic. - A prejudice in
favour of the medicine, made the
man refolve to have another trial ;
the dofe was leflened to five grains
of the dried leaves of the deadly
Nightfhade, which he continued for
eleven nights following, without the
leaft fenfible effe@t; the medicine

now
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now loofing even its diuretic qua-
lity. After fome days intermiffion
he tried a few dofes more in'the fame
quantity ; he was become extremely
faint and low, and was much fallen
away; the medicine had likew™™ -
loft all power as a promoter of the
natural difcharges of the bedy, and
his complaints were as bad as when |
he firlt began to take it. Both
patient and furgeon were wholly
bereft of confidence in their new
remedy; and by mutual confent, de- |
fifted from any farther purfuits of
its effects. :

sttt ot s e 00 e o e £ B0 00

I am informed by one of the
gentlemen belonging to Sr. Bartholo-
mmew’s Holpital, that the medicine has
been given to feveral of their patients
without any advantage, or even any .
fenfible effe@s on the fecretions in
fome, though the dofe had been in-

~ creafed,
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creafed to twelve grains of the leaf
in infufion ; onthe contrary, fo much
to the detriment of others, as deter-
min’d them to difcontinue it.

The reft of the gentlemen of the
faculty who attend Sz, George’s Hof-
pital, have given the leaves of the
Solanum Lethale and Horfenfe, in in-
fuﬁon, to feveral of their patients,
viz. in epileptic, p&ralyttc rheuma-
. tic, dropfical, {corbutic, {crophulous
and cancerous cafes, to fome who had
foululcers,andtoothers with diforders
in the joints : theeffe&ts of the medi-
cine were nearly the fame as related

in the foregoing cafes, and with as
l1ttle advantage,

By an account T have been fa-
voured with from Holland, 1 find
‘that the profeflors there, had made
ufe of the Nightfhade in {ome can-
cerous cafes, without the lealt ad-
vantages which difcouraged them fo
much as to lay it alide intirely,

E This
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~ This medicine was likewiie tried
in the London Hofpital : it generally
affected the head and eyes of thofe
whotook it, but proved fuccefsful on-
ly in the followmg cafe. A man about
fifty years old was admitted for a {cor-
butic hardnefs on the {mall of each leg
fo painful, that he could not ftand on
them ; the ufual medicines for {uch

com plaints had been madeufeof with-

out any advantage: he was then di-
reted to take an infufion of the
deadly Night/hade morning and night,
Wthh wascontinued for three wee [«:s
it {weated him gently, and generally
gave him two ftools in a day, but
without any other effect excepting
{fometimes occafioning giddinefs. In
lefs than a month he was difcharg-
ed cured.

It 15 with the greateft concern I
muft add, that by all the enquiries

I have made amongft the gentlemen
of
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of eminence in the profeflion, I
have not been able to colleét a fe-

cond inftance to give credit to the
medicine.

By the foregoing obfervations, it
~appears how extremely uncertain
the Nightfhade is in its- operations,
and how little to be depended on
either as a cathartic, emetic, f{u-
dorific, or diuretic ; and as an alter-
ative, 1t has not been recommended.
The ill eftects of thefe plants, tho’
they have not beenof very long du-
raticn in fome, yet in others were
too violent for us to riique faither at-
tempts; if we fum up the account, we
{hall find they fometimes occafion’d
fweats ; other patients they purged,
and vomited exceflively, even to the
throwing up of blood, but did not of-
ten increafe the urine, as I found by
afcertaining the quantity fecreted be-
fore the medicine was given, and af-
ter taking of it ; in feveral it occa-
fioned either zaufea, lofs of appe-
E 2 tite,
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tite, ffupor, head-ach, giddinefs, dim-
nefs of fight, difficulty of {wallow-
ing and breathing, fwelling of the
Abdomen, numbnefs of the extre-
‘mities, and other paralytic fymp-
toms.

In {everal it gave great pain in the
{ores, or other parts affected, foon
after taking it; in others it gave ul-
cers a difpofition to fpread ; fome it
- made feverith ; it frequently oc-
cafioned coftivenefs, and interrupted
the fecretion of urine; thefe laft
effects were plainly owing to heat or
fpafms. I would not urge matters
too far, but it has certainly proved
a poifon to one, under my own in-
{pection as above related, though the
. dofes of the Garden Nightfhade did
not exceed one grainat a time, Iam
informed, an infufion of the Solanun:
Lethale has haftened the deaths of
more than one by the late experi-
ments. The infufion of both plants
have been frequently given with-
out any fenfible effet on the

per=
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perfons who took them, though the
quantity was increafed at proper dif-
tances, as far as prudence would jui-
tify: others, whofe expectations were
raifed fromthe charaéter of the medi-
cine, thought themfelves better at
firft, on taking it; though it had
not any effect on the ordinary evacu-
ations of the body, but as the firft
tranfport pafled away, the maladies
returned in their full force. The
eyes were frequently affeted by the
ufe of the medicine ; in {ome patients
but lightly, in others, the attacks
were more violent, and continued f{o
long, as to become very alarming :
in two inftances, the injury done to
the eyes has hitherto refifted the
power of remedies, tho' of fome
months ftanding.

The appearance of the eye, dur-
ing the ftate of blindnefs brought on
by the Nightfhade, is exallly the
fame, as when the fore part of the
braln is injured by concuffion, or fuf-
| E 3 fers
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fers comprefiion by a fraGure of the
tkull : for whenever the optic nerves
are unpaired, whether in a gusta fere-
ud, by fever, or otherwife, the pu-
piis for the generahty are greatly di~
lated, and remainimmoveable, even
in the ftrongeft light, till the nerves
recover their former ftrength.

If we compare the various effeéts
of the Nightfbade, in the different
panents, to whom it has of late been
given, we fhall find them nearly the
fame with thoferelated by Faberin his
Hiftoria ftryenomanie, when the juice
of theplantwastakeninternally. <« He
“ obferved that it brought on difor-
¢ ders in the{tomachand inteftines, *
< palpitations of the heart, and dif-
“ ficulty of breathing; that it hurt
the fight, impaired the memory,
and fometimes was fatal : he like-
wife takes notice of it’s occafioning
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a {traitnefs of the throat, and diffi-
culty in {wallowing ; and when
fo, what is the remedy, as ap-
pears by the following cafe. '
«“ A weman, who by miftake
drank about two ounces of the
Ag. Solani, did not receive any
farther injury but it’s occafioning
a ftri¢ture of the throat, which
fpafm was removed, by gargling
with Oxycrate.

“ The nervous parts, he adds,
are chiefly affected by it, * not only
the external but the internal,
which he thinks implies, that it is
not very hafty in pafling out of
the body,” The f{ymptoms in

many, who took the infufion of this
plant, were thofe of a poifon re-
ccived inte the ftomach, asappears

by

the introdu&ion of Dr. Mead's

mechanical account of poifons, § w hcré
he fays, ¢« The nerves are prin-

£€C
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cipally affected by poifons, and
when one part is infected, it im-

*pogr. § laff, Edit, Introdull. p. 30.

“ medi-
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mediatelytaintsall thereft: and thus
the whole fyftem of nervous ex-
panfions, is drawn into {pa{ms and
convulfions; and, according to the

< different offices of the parts to

which they belong, pmduce dif-
ferent {ymptoms. In the fto-
mach and inteftines, thefe fpafms
caufe ﬁcknefs, vomitings and
gripes; in the brain, deliria, fleep-
inefs and epllepuc fits; in the
heart, intermiffions of the arterial
pulfe, palpitations and fwoonings ;
in the lungs, difficulty of breath-
ing, with ftrangling and fuffoca-
tion ; in the liver, by the {pafmo-
dic contraction of the biliary ducts,
the bile is returned into the blood,
and makes a jaundice; in the kid-
nies, thefamedifpofition of theuri-
nary canals interrupts the fecretion
of urine, and makes it quite irregu-
lar. Infhort,theanimal ceconomy
is alldifturbed : and though diffe-
rent poifons may fhew their moft
remarkable effets, in different

‘¢ parts,
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¢ parts, and thefe, according to the
¢ violence of the hurt, may appear
« in very different degrees ; yet the
“ {ymptoms always make it plain,
¢ that the firft bad impreffion 1s
“ made upon the animal fpirits.”

The Cicuta or Hemlock has for-
merly been recommended for inter-
nal ufe ; and experiments have fince
been made with it. Its effes, if
taken by infufion in {mall quantities,
are vomiting, giddinefs, and dim-
nefs of fight, almoft to blindnefs.
It occafions {pafms of the /larynx
and Pharynx : Paulus Agineta adds,
an over-dofe will produce madnefs,
and eften death. Mr. Ray fays, a {cru-
ple of the root in powder is an ef-
feCtual diaphoretic in malignant fe-
vers, &c. * P. Zachias aflerts, that let-
tuce juice taken in any great quantity
is equally fatal with the Cicura or
Mandragora.  Few people till of
late were acquainted with the poifo-

]
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nous quality of the fimple water
diftilled from the common laurel,
which is extremely fudden in its ef-g
fe@s: two ounces of it will kill a
middle fized dog, in lefs than half
a minute, even while it is paffing
down his throat. Dr. Nicholls was
of opinien, that its poifonous qua-
lity was owing to the heavy oil

which this piant yielded in diftilla-
tion 3 it was of a kernelly flavour and
tat"’rf.

He therefore tried fome experi-
ments with the red oil, produced by
diftillation from bitter almonds, af-
ter the {weet oil had been exprefled ;
ten drops of which, mixt with an
ounce of common water, would kill
a dog in half an hour* The lac-
teals, &c. can rarely be fhewn but
in an animal newly kill’d, therefore,
in a courfe of anatomical le&ures,
a dog is generally facrificed: Dr.
Nicholls, on this occafion, always

¥ M.ad on poifins append, art. opium.
| def-
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deftroyed the animal with laurel-
water : a great mark of humanity,
which 1 hope will always be followed
by the Demonftrators of Anatomy :
his other qualifications as a Teacher
can not be f{o eafily smitated.

The juice of elder-leaves, diluted
with water, will occafion zaufee and
reaching, if taken into the ftomach.
The infufion of the leaves of the
Solanum lignofum or Dulcamara in-.
creafes the fecretions of fweat and
urine in fome f{ubjelts, but in a lefs
degree than either the Hortenfe or Le-
tbale, which are nearly fimilar in
their effets when given by an in-
fulion of their leaves. Whether thefe
poifonous plants are offenfive to the
nerves in general from the cold-
nefs of their juices, I cannot take
upon me to determine, but it would
feem fo, if we give credit to the
ancients, who clafs’d them according

to that quality, and Diofcorides * fays,

* L. 4.Ch, a6,
“E 6 that -
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that Night(bade, i its nature, is cold,
and was therefore ufed in inflamma-
tions. Tam of opinion, thatthe ex-
ternal ufe of thefe plants for can-
cérous diforders, was firft recom-
mended from their fuppofed anti-
phlogiftic quality; as the ancients
concluded that cancers’ arofe from
exceflive heat in the blood.
Itisextremely obvious in thofe cafes
f haverelated,that the brainand nerves
are frequently affeCted by thejuicesof
thefe plants: and to what particular
point the nerves may be vellicated
withoutirrecoverably deftroying their
tone, we are as yet to learn ; as they
are inelaftic, and not endued With
the reftitutive power of the blood-
veilels, when over-ftretched. It may
fo happen, with all our caution, n
experiments of this kind, that the
nervous (yftem may be o injured,
as to give but little chance for medi-
cine to reftoreit to its priftine ftate ;
and we daily experience that of
all the parts that compofe the animal
machine, the nerves, when diftem-
X pered,
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pered, are always found moft diffi-

cult of cure : Iam therefore induced
to believe, from the little en-
couragement given by the repeated
trials made of thefe plants in’ our
Hofpitals, as well as in private prac-
tice, that moft of the gentlemen of
the faculty will want refolution to
perfevere in its ufe, til they are
informed, how it may be adminifired
with more efficacy, and greater fafety
asa medicine.

From the hiftories related, in
which fuch advantages were plain-
ly owing to the farfaparilla, itis na-
tural to conclude, that we muft have
a very high opinion of its virtues.
It is at prefent prefcribed in almoft
all diforders arlﬁng from dyfcrafy,
and I dare believe is of equal fervice,
in particular inftances, with any of
the medicated drinks: but a little
fuccefs with any remedy, in a cafe

that



that had. heretofore proved obftinate, .
1$ apt to pre_]udlcc the perfon who di-
rected it fo greatly in its favour, as to
afcribe virtues to it, it has no right
to: what can be mere extolled than -
this root has been formerly as wellas-
now, as a {pecific in the Lues vene-.
rea? and I folemnly declare, 1 never
faw a fingle inftance in my life,
where it cured that diforder without
theafliftance of mercury, either given
at the fame time with it, or when it
had been previoufly taken before the
decotion was directed.: It is of great
ufe after a courfe of Mercury, and in
my opinion is then generally necefia-
ry ; for I have repeatedly obferved,
tho’ the venereal /7rus has moft pro-
bably been carried oft by the Mercu-
ry, foon after the patients were out
of their courfe, the nocturnal pains and
other fymptoms havereturned,and the
patient has had great reafon to think
himfelf notcured ; yet on taking a de-
coction of fome of the woods,for afew

weeks
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weeks,the fe frightful fymptoms have
vanifthed, and without a fingle grain
- more of Mercury, the patient has
been reftored to perfect health. This
is what has given great repute to diet
drinks, prepared by fome antiquated
Dame in a cellar, whofe cookery per-
hqps wasoriginallytaken fromaphyfi-
cian’s prefcription, or fome of ourdif-
penfatories ; but this is the channel
to make medicines acceptable to the
prefent age: others again; who are
happily furnithed with a never fail-
ing receipt for a diet drink, that
cures the evil, gout, leprofy, &c. de-
clare, they never give agrain of Mer-
cury, yet we find by the ftate of the
patients mouth, or bowels, that, 4y
accident a little of the correfive fubli-
mate bhad flip’d in, unknown to the
Preparer

I am far from denying the advan-
tages of diet drinks: nor is it at
all to be wondered at, that dilution,
with the regimen ufually en_]um{:d
for a length of time, fhould be

g eatlyl



( 8o )
greatly beneficial in many inftances,
by abating the acrimony of the jui-
ces, as the falts are carried off by
fome of the ordinary excretories ;
confequently a fair chance is given
for the blood to be reftored to a
healthy ftate.
| chg prefled fome years fince,
to make trial of, the Mere.
Jublimat. corrof. 1 gave it to fe-
veral In pﬂls, with the Sulph. au-
ratum antimonii, and to others dif-
{folved in the following manner,
R Merc. corrgf. fublim. drachm. du-
as [p. vini rell. unciam unam,
flent per ires dies, filtra & fiat
Tinétura. 1 began ‘with four drops
at night to an adult in a {poonful or
two of fair water, and gradually
increafed ~ the dﬂfc fometimes to
twelve drops mght and moining.
Thefe frequently removed the fymp-
toms, efpecially eruptions, in about
three weeks or a meonths time, but
the complaints returning in feveral
who had taken it, I difcontinued its
ufe at that time. It has been of late
Ie=
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revived, as a medicine 1n venereal
complaints, tho’ Dr. Twrner in
his Szpbilis hadaflured us it would
not do in his time. The great feats
effeted by this medicine, was the
favourite topic with moft of the
gentlemen of the faculty onits late
introduction into practice. About
that time I had frequently the plea-
fure of meeting a gentleman who has
long been diftinguithed as one of,
the moft eminent of his profeffion,
articularly in that branch which re-
Fates to venereal matters: in conver
fation I told him my opinion of the
Mercury fublimate, as I had tried
it long ago, and found it could not
be depended on; he faid it was very
true, for many years fince, tho’the
fame medicine was recommended to
a furgeon of great eminence in the
city, with a pretence of the fame mi-
raculous effects: he found that it re-
moved eruptions{ooner than any me-
dicine he had tried, and fometimes
cured, but upon repeated trials 1t
failed too often, to be depended
on
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on as a remedy. I mentioned
the ill-fuccefs we had with it to feve-
ral ; but was told, if it had not been
given as recommended by VanSwie-
ten, 1t could not be called a trial of
the medicine. The authorities of late
~were fo great concerning its fuc-
cefs in the Lues venerea, that we
were determined to give it another
trial in the Lock-Hofpital : none of
the firft twenty of which it was given
as lately recommended, were of
any great confequence, fuch as
original chancres, buboes that were
properly fuppurated, and fome with
true pocky eruptions; the chan-
cres healed moft of them in three
weeks time, but fome of the buboes
remained obftinate ; feveral of thofe
who had eruptions returned in a
fortnight as bad as ever. The
fymptoms of the next fet were not
all of fo mild a 'nature, neither
was our fuccefs quite fo rapid as be-
fore ; for a greater number of thefe,
than one could naturally expe&t from
a medicine of any confiderable efli-

Ca-
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cacy, were not atall relieved, and were
obliged to rub in Mercury, even to
mitigate the fymptoms ; almoft all
thofe who took it in a morning,
complained of great ficknefs and
reaching : fometimes violent grip-
ings were brought on by it;
fome it difagreed with {fo much, that
we could not purfue it even in the
fmalleft quantities.One of theftrongeft
recommendations of this remedy 1is,
that it does not need confinement :
yet we frequently obferve it brings
on a Ptyalifm, tho’ not very violent,
Another fet, whofe cafes were flight,
and {imilar to thofe who had taken
the mercurial folution, took boluffes
of crude Mercury divided with con-
Jerve of Rofes; the effeéts of this
medicine were the fame in removing
the {ymptoms, as the corrgfive fub-
limate. To others, a grain of calomel!
was given every night; the com-
plaints as fuddenly difaypeared,
as where the other two medicines
had been given; the Merc. Calcinatus
_ was taken, a grain or ij. every night,
and
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and the patients were as {foonrelieved,
as by either of the former medicines;;

fome tooka decottion of .Smﬁrparfﬂcz,
with the mercurials, but thofe who
did not take it, to all appearance,
advanced as faft in their cure as
thofe that did ; it frequently made
the folution dlfagree with their fto-
machs, tho’ various methods Were
‘tried to prevent it.

From theabove account it is plain,
that the fpecific quality of the Cor-
rofive Jublimate is only as a mercu-
rial, and that it cannot be depended
on in venereal complaints, where the
blood is contaminated : yet if no-
velty will recommend it to the favour
of any, it is certainly as fafe, and e~
qually efficacious with Mercury n
any other fhape, given in very fmall
quantities.

" Great diftin@®ion muft be made

between a chancre which was got
by immediate conta&, and that:

WhiCh 1s owing to an effort of na-.

ture:
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ture to get rid of the malady: for
in the one cafe we are certain that
by proper applications, and a few
mercurial medicines, they will fof-
ten and heal ; neither 1s farther mif-
chief tobe expected : but fhould any

hardnefs remain ; or thould a chancre

be produced confequent of Virus in
the blood, there is no doubt but fuch
cafes will require a proper courfe of
Mercury, with confinement, before
we can pronounce a perfon free from
the difeafe.

The taking notice of the fublimate
Mercury, leads me to give fome lit-
tle account of Mercury in general,
This mineral, when taken. pure
from the earth, 1s in a ftate of flui-
dity, extremely ponderous, yet capa-
ble of being divided into globules,
ad infinitum ; when it has paffed
thro’ the chemifts fires, it becomes
fixt, and tho’ ground to an impalpa-

‘ble powder, when examined with

glaffes, it appearsaculeated. Hence
then
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then it is evident, that when 1t
received into the blood in its origi-
nal ftate, it muft circulate with the
mafs, till 1t meets with obftruétion ;
when, if not hurried, it will gently
gain an exzf thro’ {fome excretory,
by adapting itfelf to the fize of the
orifice, thro’ which it is to pafs:

more globules, taking the fame

route, and uniting, by their weight
enlarge the diameter of the tube ; by
which, with dilution, the obf{tructed
matter Is attenuated, and made ca-
pable to pafs off from the body.

- Whatever complexion it may ob-
tain from chemical procefles, when
once it enters the blood, thus altered,
its action, both on the veflels and
their contents, muft be merely by
its Spicula.

It any medicine deferves the title
of a Deobflruent, it muft be Mer-
cury, when properly given; for on this
depends the fuccefs of every {pecific.
Few will object to my affertion of

1£8
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its power in removing ob{truétions,
but many are fatisfied if the name
mercurial be appliedto the medicine,
not confidering the different effects
in its primitive ftate, from thofe when
it is changed by fire, &c. Many years
experience of the facts inform me,
that mercurials which act by their
Jpicula, when taken by the mouth,
where tumors were greatly indurated
and long obftructed, almoft always ir-
ritated and increafed their fize, or elfe
by inflaming fuppurated them. In fi-
milar cafes, where emollient oint-
ments, blended with Mercury, were
for fome time rubbed into the part
-affected, previous to the adminiftra-
tion of mercurial preparations internal-
ly, they feldom failed of fuccefs with-
out the formation of matter ; provided

we were not too much in a hurry.
It 1s no uncommen thing to pour
down large quantities of crude Mer-
‘cury, in order to obtain a pafiage,
in what is call’d the miferere mei, or
iliac
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iliac paffion ; after firong cathartics
have ineffectually been given, From
examining the parts of thofe who
have died with this diforder, the
origin of the complaint appeared to
‘have been a fpafm on part of the
gut; from which firicture, the food
would confequently be impeded, and
the inteftine immediately above the
malady,muft gradually becomedilated
from the quantity of alimentconftant-
lydefcending.The diftention atlength
hangs over the conftricted part, and

~gives the appearance of being re-

ceived into it : by the preflure of the
contents furrounding it and the
weight of the Mercury, the circula-
“tion in its coats will be obftructed,
and an inflammation follows, which
moft frequently ends in a gangrene.
Hence it is evident, that the quantity
-of the Mercury muit be f{ufficient
to overflow the furrounding facculus,
before the orifice of the firicture
can be acted on to force a’ paflage.
Query, whether 1t 1s not moft likely

that
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that a mortification will fooner hap-
pen where Quick-filver with this
view is given, than where it is omit-
ted ; as the Mercury has been almoft
always found, on diffetion, in the
Jacculus ? and whether oil in large
quantity, mixed with a lenient ca-
thartic, would not bid fairer for relief
by blunting the acrimony of the
matter that occafioned the convul-
fion, than giving any of the rough
ﬁ:mulatmg purges with Calomel 2

The hafty introdu&tion of Mer-
cury into the blood, I belicve, was
one great reafon practitioners were
formerly fo often difappointed of
their cures in venereal cafes: the
whole that they feemed to have in
view, was making of deen floughs -
in the mouth, from which a moﬁ:
offenfive dlfcharge of faliva was ob-
tain’d. Obfervation and the know-
ledge of the parts convince us that
this attack is merely accidenta] :* for

where the excretory veflels of the
e {kin
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{kin are free and open, from the
climate, Mercury will pafs off that
way; and effectual cures have been
obtained merely by that emunctory.
Again, where the glands of themouth
are compat in their ftruture, and
the kidneys in that fubje more
lax in their texture, we have often
found in {pight of our endeavours to
force the Mercury to the mouth, it
proved a diuretic, and the venereal
virus pafling off with the torrent of
urine, the patient at laft received as
perfect a ftate of health as if he
had been tortured with the higheft
falivation. Thele obfervations, I
fuppofe, induced others to try mer-
carial frictions; but not being affifted
by the ufual perfpiration of warmer
climes, to prevent the Mercury rif=
ing to the mouths of their patients,,
every fecond or third day cathartics

were. given: this determined the &
Mercury to the inteitines, which .

quitting -

8
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quitting the body too foon, frequent-
ly deprived the patientsof their cure,
- It is an undeniable fa&, that Mer-
cury will make its way through the
different’ emunctories of the body,
in different fubjets; and if the ca-
pacities of the excretory tubes are
fufficiently large to permit the pec-~
cant matter to pafs off from the
blood, it is quite immaterial whe=
ther it, is effeéted by means of the
falivary glands, the fkin, or the kid«
nies.

This premifed, it will eafily
determined which channel is maﬂ:
eligible ; for, exclufive of the danger
in Mﬂrcury s attacking the head, the:
torments of a falivation fhould, if
poflible, be avoided : the fkin alone
will not anfwer our intention in this
country therefore an increafed quan-
tity of wurine will be deemed the
preferable means to. obtain a cure,,
if the experience of others thould:

&etcrmme in its favour, |
| F 2 To:
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To difpofe the fkin to do its part,
as well as to receive the Mercury,

the patients fhould frequently go in-

to tepid baths, and have the fkin
well cleaned when in them. The
Mercury muft: be introduced by
gentle fteps, and be the divided
bydrargyrum. The globules ﬂnould
have :time to roll in the blood,
anfwer the purpofes of an attenuant,
and gradually to dilate the excreto-
ries intended to be employed ; and
to gain our point diuretics are fome-
times neceflary, and aftringent gar-
ganfms but when once the Mer=
cury 1s determined to the kidneys,
we make efforts to get rid of the
noxious matter, as well by drink-
ing plentifully -of {mall liquors, as
by rubbing in very large quantities
of the ointment towards the lat-
ter end of the courfe; which- may
be done without any hazard to
the patient. It is generally proper
to take away a few ounces of blood
from

e
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from the arm, the day following the
laft fri¢tion ; which gives room in the
veflels to exert their force on the
contained fluid. A few bathings, and
a dofe or two of lenient phyfic fi~
nifhes the plan, as far as relates to
the mercurial courfe. A decoction of
Sarfaparilla with milk fhould be
drank for fome time after, made firft
by infufion, as 4ndreas Vefalius advi{-
es; butthe decoction thould be much
{tronger, viz. two ounces of the root
toa quartof theftrainedliquor, which
cannot be too flow in preparing: the
patient may begin with a pint in the
24 hours: but when the ftomach is
a little habituated to it, double that
quantity ought to be taken in the
fame time, and this to be continued
for a fortnight or three weeks at
leaft ; a few drops of tinéture of
antimony may be added to each dofe
of the deco&tion night and morn-
ing, which promotes a gentle dia-
phorefis, if the patient takes it warm,

and
























