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A

TR T e W e

OF THE

VENEREAL DISEASE, &c.

INTRODUCTION,

(O much has been written, both by

furgeons and phyficians, concern-
ing the Venereal Difeafe, and o much
is fuppofed to be known by every quack,
and apothecary’s apprentice, about its
treatment; that it may be thought pre-
fumptuous, or at leaft {uperfluous, to fay
more upon the fubje¢t. But nothing cer-

tainly can be fo effectual an obftruction to
B the
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the progrefs of knowledge in general, as
an opinion that no room is left for far-
ther improvement. Long and large ex-
perience has convinced me, that this par-
ticular branch .does ftill admit of a great
'deal; and the dreadful confequences
arding from the grofs ignorance of many
practitioners, as well as from the thame-
ful impofitions of not a few, are every
day but too apparent. What increafes
the mifchief -exceedingly, is the inat-
tention of the patients themfelves to their
own health, no lefs than their indif-
ference about the welfare of their pofte-
rity. On thefe accounts, I find myfelf
prompted to communicate my obferva-
tions on this difeafe, in hLopes of ren-
dcriﬁg it lefs deftru&ive to mankind, _by
énabling each individual, who unhappily
labours under it, to judge whether he
is in fkilful and honeft hands, or -the

contrary. ‘ ;
- 4 W hat-
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Whatever deference is due to writers of
reputation, in thofe particular cafes, where
the rules by them laid down for the ma-
nagement of difeafes remain to this day
the beft ftandard of practice; that very
deference will prove a falfe guide, if ex-
tended to fubjects where the lights,
which they had acquired, were in reality
but the dawn of what is now more
fully known. It muft therefore be of
confequence to gward beginners in the
healing art againft an implicit reliance
even on the greateft profefiors.

S EC T IHONCL

Opinions of the moft celebrated writers on
this difeafe.

DR. Sydenham has juftly acquired
the higheft rank in the profeflion

of phyfic; and to his capacity, equalled:
enly by his candour, I bow with re-
B2 {pect.
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fpe&. But that great man, it is very
certain, has advanced pofitions on this
point, which do not well agree with our
prefent knowledge of it. According to
him, the cure of a clap depends wholly
on puf—ging medicines, by which the pec-
cant humour is difcharged, or a diverfion
is made of the natural juices, that might
otherwife feed the difeafe. Any purga-
tive long perfevered in, he believes, will
be fuccefsful, but efpecially the more
draftic kinds; and he particularly recom-
mends a form of that fort to be taken
daily, for the firft twelve or fourteen days,
or more. Neverthelefs, fo far as I have
had opportunities of obferving, I muft
be of opinion, that either in delicate, or
irritable habits, nothing tends fo directly
to keep up the cordee, to bring on
ftrangury and fever, or to produce fwelled
tefticles, as draftic and daily purging. But
who would not guard, if poflible, againft
' every
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every one of thefe fymptoms? The laft in
particular, that of {welled tefticles, feems
to me in its confequences the moft for-
midable that can befall the patient, and
the moft troublefome to the praiitioner;
whether you {peak of his reputation
which is concerned to prevent, or of the
fkill which is required to conquer it, and
to put a ftop to the terrible inroads it
makes &n the conftitution.

To proceed with our admired author ;
he does not prefcribe bleeding, even in
fanguine temperaments, and where the
complaint is obftinate, till after a month’s
purging; ¢ left,” fays he, < it {hould throw
¢ the difeafe into the habit.” But now,
if, during ‘this purgation for a month, the
ftrangury, continual cordee, watchful-
nefs, or fever, occafioned by fo heating a
method of cure, even in fpite of a fevere
courfe ‘of diet ; if thefe evils, I fay, are
mot alleviated by bleeding, opiates, and

abfti-
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abftinence from meat, which laft he does
not require, what are the confequences?
A fever fupervenes, by which the flow of
the virulent matter from the urethra is
ftopt, and the difeafe is blended with
the conftitution; or there 1s produced in
the tefticles a {fwelling, of which the refo-
lution is tedious, difficult, and full of
danger.

Another pofition of this celebrated
writer is, that purging is every thing
here, and that in this difeafe, if in any,
it may be faid, ¢ He cures well who
« cleanfes well.” On fuch authority,
who would not be tempted to truft to
purging alone, and even to carry it to
the utmoft? How often have I done {o,
till I was taught better, and emboldened
by experience to fet afide the authority
of even a Sydenham; by following whom,
in this inftance, I had the mortification
to find my patients declining daily, and.

gmaning
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groaning under a tedious gleect without
any relief !

He adds indeed, ¢ If the method
<« above mentioned does not fucceed in
¢ ftopping the gonorrheea, it may be
« done more effe®ually by a ftrong
¢t purge; or, if that thould likewife fail,
¢ by two or three dofes of turpeth mi-
¢¢ neral at proper intervals, or elfe by a
¢« large dofe of calomel twice a week.”
All thefe however I muft in general dif-
approve, as fcarcely fuited to any but the
moft robuft conftitutions.

After this he has recourfe to turpentine
medicines, and the drying balfams; but
without {pecifying fufficiently when they
may be ufed with fafety, notwithftanding
he feems fo well aware of the rifk the
patient runs of falling into a confirmed
pox, from the peccant humours not be-
ing properly carried off by purgatives,

in conftitutions where there i1s an anti-

pathy
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pathy to thefe, or a difficulty of being
purged.

As to his notion that the hardnefs in
the prepuce, or the ulceration brought
upon that part, or under it, is to be
cured by fomentations, and mucilaginous
or oily applications alone, or even by the
mercurial preparation of precipitate mixed
with a foftening ointment; I muift needs
fay, that I do not find it correfpond with
fa&, having feen poxes often fuperin-
duced by this laft application; I mean,
where the antivenereal courfe has not
been firft regularly purfued. In that cafe,
indeed, the method I {peak of will foften
the preputium, and enable the'patient to
return it; or the fame thing may be ef-
feted by the leaden cannula contrived
and recommended by Fallopius, to which
I have been frequently forced to have re-
courfe, when all the ulcers had difap-

peared.-

With
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With regard to the treatment of the .
fwelled tefticle ; Dr. Sydenham does not
give the leaft hint, that mercurial appli-
cations, or preparations, are often necef-
{ary to fecure the patient from the pocky
confequences of inflammation which hap-
pen frequently in that tender part.

But to conclude the ftriCtures which
juftice to my {ubje&t has obliged me,
‘however unwilling, to make on this truly
great man; the principal objection to his
method of treating the confirmed pox
is his trufting for the cure to fo {mall
a quantity of the quickfilver rubbed on
at firft to raife a falivation, and his de-
pending on alteratives afterwards given
inwardly to keep it up: for I doubt not
of being able to demonfitrate in the proper
place, that the fecurity does not arife
from the falivation, fo much as from the
quantity of quickfilver neceflary to ex-
tinguith the fymptoms.

C Dr.
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Dr. Boerhaave, after thirty fix years
clofe attention to the venereal difeafe, ac-
knowledges, that, ina number of cafes, he
was ftill uncertain about the befl method
of treating it; and that the leaft circum-
ftance mifmanaged, or overlooked, was
productive of complaints which he could
not conquer.

After fo candid an acknowledgement,
may [ not hope to be forgiven by the
Boerhaavian {chool, juftly refpectable for
having bred many who are now among
the brighteft ornaments of their profeffion,
if I take the liberty to difpute feveral of
that great man’s opinions in relation to this
difeafe; fince it cannot feem ftrange, that
the experience of thirty fix years more,
which have elapfed from the time he made
" the obfervation above mentioned, fhould
have thrown fuch ligﬁt on fome particulars,
as {hews him to have been miftaken on a
fubject which by his own confeffion he
found fo difficult? I
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I begin with obferving, that his maxim
of mercurial medicines being never ne-
ceflary in his firft fpecies of gonorrheea,
does not hold univerfally, it being cer-
tain that the pox has taken place, and
been communicated to the wife, after
the moft regular treatment upon his plan;
probably indeed owing to the patient’s
Iﬁving contracted this firft {pecies from a
woman who was poxed.

In his fecond fpecies of the gonorrheea,
attentive obfervers muift have often feen
the difeafe creep into the inguinal glands,
during a courfe of brifk purging, accom-
panied with an antiphlogiftic regimen,

for two whole months, although the
; running has not recei:ved the leaft check
whatfoever, ;

With refpect to his third fpecies, where
the complaint affets Cowper’s glands of
the urethra, he remarks that the fuccefs
of the cure depends entirely on the whole

C 2 of
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of the infe&ious matter flowing off by
means of the difcharge; but he does not
{pecify when mercurials are to be ufed,
though he obferves very juftly, that the
fevere remedy of a falivation becomes
here often necceffary.

To his do@rine concerning the fourth
fpecies, where the proftate gland is af-
feGted, 1 fhould have no objeion, as he
recommends a falivation at once; provided
he gave any caution about the impropriety
of trufting to the purging courfe mixed
with mercurials, by which the effects of
mercury on the difeafe are always weak-
ened; or provided he defcribed the pow-
ers which belong to decoctions of farfa,
or balfamic drinks.

As to his fifth and laft fort of gonor-
rhea, where Morgagni’s glands, and the
feminal veficles, &c. are affeted, we muft
neceflarily difapprove of his refting the
paticnt’s relief from this miferable ftate

on
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on plafters, ointments, fomentations,
poultices, the knife, the {weating box,
diet drinks, abftinence, and fevere fali-
vations; without recommending, what
we have generally found neceflary in fuch
a cafe, the ufe of mercurial ointment
fo moderately applied as not to break
down the habit, or of Peruvian bark,
open air, milk diet, and the foft decoc-
tions.

We come now to his general maxims
for the cure of a confirmed pox. This,
he tells us, confifts in drawing off all the
fat of the body, even to the laft particle;
in which fat, according to his theory,
the whole poifon of the venereal malady
is lodged. ¢ For,” continues he, ¢ if
¢¢ the leaft particle remains, there is rea-
 fon to fear a relapfe; fo that, unlefs
‘¢ the oils of the body, and this poi-

¢¢ fon concrcted in them, are entirely

&

diffolved, and purged off, you can ne-

&L YET
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ver (if the difeafe is inveterate) have a
radical cure, but only the appearance
of one, fuch as you will repent your
having trufted to, very heartily. Now
the effects here required are to be pro-
duced by mercury; on whofe a&ion
however you are not to rely, unlefs
you reduce .all the fat humours into
water, expel them completely, and
with them wath off entirely the ve-
nereal poifon.” What is the infer-

ence! ¢ That, in order to be properly
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cured of the pox, the patient muft be
fed on the leaneft foods, kept in a
great and continued heat, reduced to
the palenefs of a corpfe; in a word,
totally emaciated, and the cure pro-
tracted, till he has got rid of all his old
juices. If this counfel is not faithfully
followed in curing him; and if, after
you have cured him, you do not re-
{train him, for a month or two longer,

‘¢ from



( 45 )
¢ from fat things of the putrefcent kind;

« you will have caufe to regret your

<¢ having fubjelted him in vain to the

%

torture of {o fevere a courfe, fince there
will be ftill fome relics of the difeafe

lurking in the body, and buried. there

*

1

£

¢ only for a time, to rife again with new
¢¢ ftrength and violence.” .

On reading, many years ago, the above
theory of this eminent phyfiologift, I
concluded from fo high an authority, that
the difeafe could not be cured radically
by any other method, and accordingfy fet
about treating the more ftubborn cafes in
kis way; till I difcovered that, notwith-
{tanding the firmeft adherence to it, there
frequently remained in the groins fuch ob-
ftinate and 1ill looking fores, as were not
to be healed, till the natural balfam
of the blood was reftored by freer living,
and a fuller habit. I likewife found,
that the difeafe was only hid by this

low-
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lowering plan, and broke out afrefh upon
the change to a plentiful diet. Neither
indeed could it be well expeted, that, in
a country like this, your patients would
fubmit to be ftarved, while their compa=-
nions .in the {ame. fituation were recover-
ing daily by following a reafonable regi-
men. .

He likewife urges the neceffity of the
fame fevere treatment, where the difeafe
lies out of the courfe of circulation,
among the bones, and therefore out of
~ the reach of mercury, In that cafe, he
allows his patient nothing but bifcuit and
raifins for food, ‘with decoctions of guaia-
cum for drink; whereas, in our days,
even when mercury fails, ftrong decoc-
tions of farfaparilla, without confinement
or -'anj;* Iﬂarticular regimen, produce, as
we have pruved elfewhere, a ffaeedy, {afe,
and pleafant cure. I have the moft evi-

dent proofs that {mall exfoliations, not
' €x-
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extending {o far as the {futures which mark
the boundaries of the fmall bones of the
face, arc thrown off by ftrong decoions
of farfa; though this fact is very pofitively
contradicted by our illuftrious author.

The writer on this fubje&, who, of all
that have yet treated it, feems beyond
comparifon to have underftood it beft, is
Dr. Aftruc. If the following fhort re-
marks on his work are found juftified by
falts, the candid reader will, I truft, for-
give 4 freedom, which nothing but thofe
faéts could have induced me to take with
{o able a profefior.

His notion that a gonorrheea never ter-
minates in a pox, provided the matter
loaded with the venereal contagion is
freely and copioufly difcharged, tends to
prevent the attention that is neceflary for
eradicating the whole infecion ; fince we
fee every day, in many obftinate gonor-
rheeas, the worlt confequences arifing

D from
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from the leaft negle& in profecuting the
antivenereal courfe to its full lengfh.'

Nor does he appear to inculcate, with
fufficient force, the neceflity of empleying
mercurials, as foon as the double infec-
tion is diﬁ:t}vered neither can [ ﬁﬁd
that, in treatmg the gonerrhcea, hf: Ilasl
determined to what extent they muft be
ufed for curing effeGtually its pocky at-
tendants. .

He f{eems not fufficiently aware of “the
rifk the patient runs of getting poxéd by
firengthening and aftringent medicines.
But perhaps the French temperament and
climate may make a2 more material dif-
ference in the difeafe, and the effe@s of
its remedies, than I have had accefls to
obferve in this country.

Towards the end of his work, he has
given us the hiftory of particular fymp-
toms and relics of this difeafe, that no
plan with which he was acquainted could

| | _IEmove ;
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remove; {uch as certain fwelliﬁgs in the
tefticles which do not yield to the hydrar-
gyrofis, diftortion of the penis, nodes,
ganglions, tubercles, exoftofes, gummata,
cancerous appearances, and old venereal
fores, ulcers in the womb, &c. Yet
we know affuredly, that all thefe may
be cured by fome kinds of mineral
waters, ftrong decoctions of farfa, and
hemlock, outwardly and inwardly applied.

If upon the faireft trials, frequently
repeated, I had, in all or in moft vene-
real cafes, found fuccefs from the folution
of corrofive {ublimate, formerly ufed in
this country*® ; uthered in afrefh by fuch a
mafter in medicine as Baron Van Swieten,
and fupported by his difciples at Vienna,
and elfewhere4, with the evidence of in-
numerable cures regiftered in their hofpis
tals] as performed by it; I fhould in that

* Turner. ;
+ Medical Effays of London.
+ Locker.

D2 cale
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cafe have probably faved the world and
myf{elf the trouble of thefe fheets, whereof
one main intention is, if pofiible, to puta
ﬂtop, in thefe kingdoms, to the practice of
relying on this corrofive medicine for the

cure of almoft every venereal complaint,
however ferious, and however much the
objet of the more momentous and ade-
quate antidote, mercurial ointment.
Whether its failure in my own expe-
rience, or under the careful management
of many gentlemen in the profefflion, of
my acquaintance, was owing to the na-
ture of our climate, or to the ftate of the
juices occafioned by fo much animal food,
or to the want of fuflicient mercurial
momentum in fo {mall a quantity of the
medicine as is generally ufed, I will not
take upon me to fay: but I am apt to
believe, that by continuing to prefer the
mercurial ointment to-any of the prepa-

rations of mercury, I fhall be frequently
employed
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employed to complete, by inunéion, that
cure which others have attempted un-
Tuccefsfully with this now fo fathionable
medicine; of which I can affirm with
certainty, that it failed very often in the
Britifh hofpitals in Germany, as well as
in the Ifle of Wight, during the laft war; °
and that it has done infinite mifchief in
‘this metropolis, under as many quackith
names as there are advertifements in the
news papers for the cure of the complaint.
From thefe few obfervations on what
is advanced by f{ome of the moft cele-
brated writers on' this fubje, I appre-
hend it appears, that the characteriftics
of the venereal difeafe, the nature of the
remedies, and the fitteft time of applying
them, have not hitherto been generally
underftood; and therefore it is hoped the
prefent attempt will not be deemed unne-
ceflary. I am fure my end will be gained,
if, by communicating information to {fome,
and
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and calling forth the experience of 6thers,
in fo important a branch of the healing

art, I may contribute any thing to the
welfare of mankind.

B CT O N 1L
On the different [pecies of the gonorrbea.

HE period at which the venereal

infettion was brought from: the
Weft Indies into Europe 1is fufficiently
afcertained, and the rapidity with which,
under different fhapes, it foon after {pread
over the reft of the world, is commonly
known. Without dwelling on circum-
ftances f{o little interefting at this time,
we will goon to trace the difeafe from
its fimpleft appearances to its more com-
plicated forms, and endeavour to eftablifh
fuch rules as fhall at once determine
its peculiar qualities, . and point out
the remecdics, together with the regi-

men

: |
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men, requifite for the cure of its various
ftages. .

It has been frequently afferted, that
the divifion of the clap and pex into their
different fpecies is of little or no ufe.
But if it is not known how far the dif-
eafe has got into the genitals in the gonor-
" theea, or into the habit in the lues vene~
rea, I fee not how the indications of cure
can be {o clearly difcovered. If therefore
we can make the divifion in queftion fuf-
ficiently intelligible to a fenfible reader,
though no anatomift, and, by afcertaining
the exa® ftate of the diftemper, can ex="
plain its proper treatment through its
feveral ftages, we fhall have the pleafure
of contributing to the comfort of every
one who wifthes to know whether he
has obtained a complete cure, or if not,
whether he is in the way to it.

A man in perfe&t health paffes, by his
urethra, urine and {emen only, or perhaps

now
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now and then a little of that tranfparent
mucus which lubricates the paffage. The
parts compofing this paffage, continued
all the way up to the neck of the blad-
der, are the generé;l feat of the génnrrhcea.
If by manuﬂ‘upra_tiﬂn., or early vﬂnéry, he
has weakened the feminal organs, he then
often paffes the feed before it is properly
conco&ted or exalted, which debilitates
the whole body, but more particularly
the nervous fyftem. This is called Tabes
Dorfalis; an evil more dreadful in its
confequences than the moft virulent go-
norrhcea, and often producing tremors,
palfies, melancholy, and madnefs. ¢ Tali
¢ tabe laborantes ccelibes vivant, nifi prius
* hzredes gignendi facultatem experti fint,
¢ ne nihil praeter nothos et ingentem mife-
¢ riam matrimonium fequatur.’” I write
as a furgeon, not as a cafuift. Of this
gonorrhaza we profefs not to fpeak.

The
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The moft fimple fpecies of gonorrheea,
contracted by infection, is difcerned by a
difcharge from the urethra, marking the
linen with an ichorous kind of ftain; in
the middle of which there is commonly
perceived a yellow or greenifh coloured
pus, about the fize of a pin’s head, toge-

ther with, now and then, a fingle drop of
 the fame fort lodged in the point of
the wuwrethra; and this attended with a
fcalding heat in the water, but without
cordee, or any other vialent fymptom.

When, fome days after the know-
ledge of a perfon infected, there ap-
pears an inflammation on the glans penis,
with an oozing of matter from behind
the nut, from the internal furface of the
prepuce, or from the glans penis, but
without ulceration, or any difcharge from
the urethra itfelf, and, on being touched
by the urine, conveying the fame fort of

E {fen-
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fenfation which we call heat of water;
this may be ftyled the fecond fpecies of
gonorrheea.

When, on prefling the nut at any

time, efpecially in the morning, there
iffues from the urethra a quantity of pu-
rulent matter, which fezms to come from
the body of the gland, or not farther
back than about an inch from the orifice
of the urethra; T would call this the
third fpecies. As it is the moft common
fort of any, fo it is ufually of long con-
tinuance. ;
- When a plentiful difcharge of matter
flows into the whole cavity of the ure-
thra,' and is fuppofed to have affected
‘Cowper’s glands, I would term it the
fourth fpecies of gonorrheea.

In the fifth, the matter comes all
the way from the neck of the bladder,
and in very large quantities, attended

with
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with c.'::'mtinu._:d difficulty in making wa-
ter, a fetid fmell, and impofthumations
outwardly on the perineum; and ad
anum. _

If all thefe {ymptoms are advanced a
ftage higher, fo as to glff':@c the feminal
veficles, and to produce incontinency of
water, or an incapacity of retaining the
feed, it has been confidered by fome
authors, as another, and the laft fpecies
of gonorrheea.

To me it appears, that this fort, and
the two immediately preceding, may be
properly confidered as pocky appearances,
and ought certainly at once to be treated
as fuch, fince they will not yield to any
medicine merely antiphlogiftic.

Having thus defcribed the different
fpecies of gonorrhea, fo as to enable
any patient of ordinary underftanding,
to difcover with exatnefs the ftage éf
his diftemper, I now proceed to point

| P out
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out the cure, after premifing fome obfer-
vations, partly for the fake of preventing

miftakes, and partly for paving the way to
what fhall follow.

S+ B G- O N L
Neceffary obfervations.

N the firft place, it is but fair to ac-
knowledge, that where there is viru-
lence in the gonorrheea, our art cannot
cure it fpeedily, and effe¢tually, at the
fame time. Therefore the patient fhould
not expe&, nor the phyfician promife it.
Unlefs the fevereft regimen is obferved, it
will often run out to two or three months,
and in fome cafes to five or fix.

In the next place, I muft take the li-
berty to fay, that the impropriety of efta-
blithing infallible maxims never appeared
more evident, than in the principal one

which has been fo frequently laid down
on
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on this fubjedt; namel}r, that a large and
continued running, kept up ecither by
medicines, or by other proper methods,
is the greateft prefervative againft a clap’s
becoming a confirmed pox; for, if the
clap be of a bad fort, it will in many
cafes become a pox, by trufting to that
very running; whereas, by the {eafonable
interpofition of mercury, the cure might
be difpatched time enough to avoid fo
difagrecable an event. There are many
people indeed, who, from an apprehenfion
of mercury’s producing pernicious effects
on the conftitution, will {carcely confent
to the ufe of it at all in what they call a
clap. It will afterwards appear how ill
grounded their fears are on this head.
The maxim above mentioned is, I con-
fefs, of real ufe, when it fuperfedes the
neceffity of employing aftringents or in-
jections, till there has been time given to

remove the virulence, or when it prevents

con-
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confiding in thofe whofe boafted expedi-
tious methods of treatment are calculated
to ruin, not to fave.

For my own part, I hold it as a prin-
ciple, never to ufe either aftringents, in-
je&ions, or balfamics*, but in cafes of
extremity; nor even then, till I have, by
a courfe of mercurial inun&ions; provided
againft all the ill confequences of the dif-
eafle, (fuppofing it to prove obitinate,
and the running to continue difcoloured)
as well as againft any retention of mor-
bid matter; by promoting in every pofiible
way a free difcharge for a proper time;
and let me add, not till I have hkewife
tried, without effe€t, every method to

* 1t were to be wifhed, that we could afcertain the
exadt period when balfamic medicines might be adopted
with fafety; as perhaps there are conftitutions which
would admit of ' their ufe moreearly than cautious prac-
titioners generally imagine; while there are other habits,

where their too precipitate application would extend
the gonorrheea to a dreadful length,

reftore
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reftore the tone both of the part, and of
the habit, in the manner that will be
hereafter explained.
~ 'To brifk purgatives in this diftemper
I am utterly averfe; and the gentler ones
I am for ufing more rarely than is com-
monly practifed. In truth, I generally
fufpect long continued difcharges, as tend-
ing to produce a pox, or at leaft obftruc-
tions of the urethra, which laft are not
curable by topical applications alone.

During the whole courfe of a virulent
gonorrheea, there is danger of its being
carried into the habit, by every thing that
ftops the difcharge before the infeétion is
removed. The difcharge will be ftopt
by hurried walks, or violent exercile of
any kind, efpecially on horfeback ; or by
ftrong and draftic purges, whether com-
mon c¢r mercurial, or by catching cold,
or a fever fit, while under a purging

courle.

e
-t
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It deferves particular notice, that every
thing promoting ereétions of the penis
increafes inflammation, fends the in-
fection further back into the wrethra,
keeps up the difeafe, and often fubjeits
the p_a,tien't to all the inconveniences of a
freth antiphlogiftic regimen for two or
three weeks, in the fame manner as if
the cure was but juft begun. Among
- the caufes of fuch ereGtions, may be
reckoned chiefly a turtle feaft*, a fith
diet, hearty dinners, onions, fPiceries—f-,

hig_h-{

¥ I have not only often feen the difeafe recur, with
all the fymptoms of its firft ftage, in confequence of
a turtle feaft; but have once known 2 running, with
‘inflammation, brought on by the fame means, in a
fober married man, who had been free from infetion

for many years: at leaft 1 could not trace it to any
other fource.

+ I am informed by 2 friend lately arrived from the
iflands of Bourbon, that, having one day puta par-
cel of the Cayenne pepper in a handkerchief round his
waift, his black fervant told him, it would give him the
clap, He had not feen 2 woman for cight months

befare,
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high-feafoned foods of every fort, fer-
mented liquors, hot fuppers, women’s
company, and libidinous converf{ation.

If ever a {tri& attention to regimen is
neceflary in any difeafe, it is certainly
in this, where the infeétion is recalled
into the habit by every deviation in peint
of diet, or of exercife.

SECTTON "1V

On the cure of the gonorrbea.

HE generality of authors are agreed,
that purging is the remedy for the
gonorrhcea, as is falivation for a confirmed

pox: but it has not been explained with

before, The prophecy was fulfilled in a day or two;
and he found it neceffary to be cured in the common
way, by the advice of a furgeon there, who faid it
was a very ufual effe@t of that fpice in thofe iflands,
I mention this only as matter of curiofity,

P {uffi-
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fufficient exa&nefg, when the firft cannot
anfwer, any more than why the laft often
fails ; nor whence pmbeads the inefficacy
in the former cafe, or what refources in
both cafes are {till left.

If the procuring from two to four ftools
every other day, for the firft' fourteen
days, and the fame number every third
day during the {econd fourteen days, does
not confiderably diminith the rynning, or
change the yellow or yellowith-green
matter - into a diﬁ:hargt more f{eminal,
ropy, and diluted in its colour; I (hould
not hefitate in fuch a circumftance, even
though the cordee or heat of urine were
not removed, (and they will fometimes
remain as at firft) to apply fuch a prepa-
'ra;inq of mercury, as I thought fafeft,
and fit to be ufed in the largeft quantity.
What that is, will be determined after-
wards,.

If
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If the form of pills is preferred by the
patient to half an ounce or more of falts
and manna, (of each equal parts) then
from ten to fifteen grains of jalap root;
with as much nitre, mixed up into pills
of the common fize, will probably be a
. proper quantity for producing the defired
effect.

Or, if the form of an eleCtuary is yet
more agreeable, the following, which I
would call the Ele&. Diafenz, will an-
fwer every purpofe thatis to be obtained
by purging.

R. Ele&. lenitiv. drach. vi.
Pulv. e tragacanth. comp. unc. fs.
——— fol. fen= drach. ii.
~—— jalap. drach, ifs,
Syrup. rofar. folutiv. q.{. fiat eleCtarium j
cujus capiat q. n. m. majoris alterna vel
tertia noéte, vel pro re nata,

If inftead of fuch a courfe you purge
daily, what is the confequence? You
F 2 keep
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keep up a continual irritation on the
bladder, by the tenefmus attending fre-
quent purging, and an inclination to
make water, or a ftimulus all along the
urethra, where the difeafe firft lﬂdge's;
than which nothing is more likely to pro-
long the inflammation, or to provoke a
gleet. Now all this is prevented by
gentle phyfic, ‘taken every fecond or third
day only.

It is 2 common practice to be perpe-
tually diluting with large quantities of
{fmall drinks, ptifans with nitre, &ec.
When the pain in making water is not
extreme, a moderate quantity of foften-
ing liquors, fuch as milk and water, wa-
ter gruel, or linfeed 'tea, anf{wers the pur-
pofe much better, and flows off with lefs
trouble, and fewer calls on the patient.
An attention to this circumftance will,
befides preventing much pain, forward

the cure not a little.
It

-
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It is acknowledged, that, in very irri-
table or fpafmodic habits, gum arabic,
and fyrup of white poppies, are always
ufeful, and fometimes necefiary.

As to nitre, and diuretics in general,
my objection to them is not anfwered
by their antiphlogiftic effecs, while the
fame effects can be produced by diluent
and foftening drinks, or by bleeding, and
abftinence from fleth, and from wine,
- {pirits, or fermented liquors of any fort;
and, above all the reft, by repofe. By
repofe, I mean a {edentary life during the
cure, or at leaft flow motion, either on
foot, or in an ealy carriage, and off the
fircets.

Wherever pain in ereion, or heat of
arine, or feverith {fymptoms, grow to any
height, bleeding is the fovercign remedy.
In re:alit-y, it fhould be ufed in all ple-
thoric habits, and in every cafe where the

pain is occafioned by exceflive acrimony.
A

,
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A trufs for the fcrotum ferves, beyond
any thing, to keep off inflammation in the
fpermatic oggans. It thould be worn from
the firft appearance of the difeafe, till it
has ceafed fome weeks.

From what has been faid in defcribing
the different {pecies of the gonorrheea, it
will eafily be difcovered, where the anti=
phlogiftic plan is fucceeding, where exter~
nal applications will be ufeful, and like-
wife in what cafes recourfe muft be had
to the great {pecific,

It has been generally believed, that the
cure of the clap is beft promoted by what-
ever encourages the difcharge, particularly
by brifk purgatives repeated daily, or at
leaft frequently. If by fuch are meant
refins of jalap, and fcammony, pulp of
colocynth, and gamboge, I muft difap-
prove of -their ufe, even though reconr-
~ 'mended by a Turner, a Sydenham, or a
Boerhaave, who believed that the putrid

111-
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infeCtion was carried off by them moft
effeGually. It feems to me, that they can
only be warrantable, if given once or
twice a week, and this in robuft conftitu-
tions; fince they always heat the bndf
more or lefs, hurt the ftomach, inflame the
blood, and often bring on a ftrangury or
dyfury in a great degree, fo as to increafe
the difeafe by every new dofe; or at beft
they produce the moft tedious gler:ts.. ‘

When writers talk of fufing the hu-
mours by fuch purgatives, I would afk
what they mean. Are the humours fufed,
when fever is brought on, with great in-
flammation, {welled tefticles, and fizy
blood? Are the humours fufed, where
the running is ftopt, and the virulence
conveyed into the courfe of circulation, fo
as to occafion {purious buboes, and glan-
dular or lymphatic {wellings, that are

fearcely to be refolved by flannel, mercury,
farfa, or hemlock?

§.F O«
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8B CTION V.
Remarks on the firft and fecond [pecies.

HAT has been now offered may
be confidered as containing gene-
ral rules for the cure of the gc}norrhuza.' '
It may not be amifs to {ubjoin fc:-me parti-
cular obfervations, with refpect to the firft
and fecond {pecies, as before defcribed,
and dlﬂzmguiihad fince they belong moft
properly to this ftage of the diftemper,
and do not put on the pocky appearances
which are often aflumed by the reft, and
which retluir:: on that account a very dif-
ferent management. '
In the firft, or moft fimple {pecies of
the gonorrheea, a few dofes of falts and
manna diffolved in whey, and taken at the
interval of two or three days, with quiet
and fober living, will in the fpace of twa

or
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or three weeks produce a perfect cure. If
matters muft be hurried, injections may
perhaps be ufed in the firft {pecies with-
out much hazard; there being hardly
morbid matter in fuch quantity as to break
in upon the habit. In this cafe, and in
this alone, would I prefume to afﬁrrn_,
that mercury can never be neceflary. be

In the fecond fpecies, where fo confider-
able a part of the difeafe is external, fo-
mentations of the emollient kind, and
poultices of wheat-bread and milk, fre-
quently renewed, are of fenfible be-
nefit, if ufed along with the purga-~
tives, &c. before prefcribed, unlefs where
the infe@ion is caught from a pocky
patient, as happens frequently; in which
cafe, the great {pecific becomes abfolutely
neceflary.
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-SECT'ION VI.
General remarks..

‘N every fpecies of the clap, where
there is inflammation, fomentations
and poultices are ufeful, {o far as they
abate the heat and tenfion, préferva
cleanlinefs, or promote the difcharge.

- When the cure is no longer dependent
on the -antiphlogiﬁic method, Dr. Boer-
. haave feems to reft too much on their
operation,

Milk and water of a proper warmth,
in a half-pint ftone veflel, in which the
pcnis can be {oaked twice or thrice a day,
is {ufficient for the general purpofe of
famcntatiun_.

I faid before, that any plan of medi-
- cine, or any regimen, exclufive of mer-
cury, will not effe®& what I plead for,
the curing fpeedily the virulent gonor-

rheea,
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rhoca, where it has been of long ftand-
ing, or has got far back into the ure-
thra. Inftead therefore of expofing the
patient, by a fevere and tedious purging
courfe, to the hazard of a fever, and its
attendants, viz. a checked difcharge, and
{welled tefticles, or perhaps a confirmed
pox; I would propofe that, as foon as
there is a_remiffion in the heat of water
and cordee, the inguina, pudenda, or
thighs, fhould be anointed with mercus-
‘rial ointment as defcribed below, or the
blue or Bellofte’s pill given twice a week,
confifting of ten grains to a dofe; and in-
termixed with the purging courfe at proper
intervals. The confequence of this treat-
ment will be a' fpeedy amendment of the
colour, and abatement of the difcharge, as
well as of all the fymptoms, till they

totally ceafe. | .
By a judicious combination of the above
methods,, it is propofed to remedy effec-
G2 tually
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tually all the difficulties common in the

fourth, fifth, and fixth fpecies of the
gonorrheea. -

S'FG B PON VL,
Of the fwelled teflicle.*

FPHE fwelled tefticle T mentioned in

‘the firft fe@ion as a circumftance
pecuﬁaﬂy difagreeable. I have already
obferved, that it is generally pmdutcﬂ
MR e o . by

% Having, in the year 1767, been to vifit Mr. Hea-
‘vifide ‘at Hatfield, “towards the autumn, I learned
that there was an endemic difeafle in Hertfordfhire, at-
terided with a great and very painful {welling in the
‘teftes, and other fymptoms as mentioned below.
 Within a week of thut time, a noblemdn and two of
his fervants came up to London from the neighbour-
hood of Hatfield, and' were" feifed with the mumps,
&c. and not a little furprifed at my prophelying, that
in two or three days they would be feifed with a fwell-
_ ing in the teftes: it turned out juft as T had foretold,
and they ‘récovered by a’ common antiphlogiftic re-
gimen. As I have neyver met with fuch a difeafe in
my practice, nor ever read of any fuch,*I take this

op-
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bj! daily and repeated draftic purging, by
being expofed to cold during the courfe,
or by living tao freely, and taking too
much exercife in the firft ftage of the dif-
eafe. When I hint at the inflammation
brought on in fuch cafes, I would be un-
derftood to' comprehend not oaly that
affe@ing the tefticle itfelf, but its appen-
dages, the epididymis, {permatic cord,

vafa

‘opportunity of giving an account of it in the words
of a letter from my wvery ingenious friend Mr. Hea-
vifide, :
¢¢ IN the year 1767 I had'a great many patients;
¢ the much greater part of them about: or little paft
€ the age of puberty, feifed with a diforder very much
¢¢ refembling what 'is called the Mumps, viz. with
¢¢ great ftiffnefs and a confiderable fwelling about the
¢¢ articulation of the jaws. - Some few complained a
¢ little, and but a little, of forenefs in the throat;
¢ and afew had a faint rafh, chiefly about theneck and
¢ throat; both of which foon went off. They all
““ of them had fome degree of fever; attended with
¢ pain in the back., All thefe complaints, except the
< laft, generally difappeared about the third or fourth
¢¢ day, when there was a fudden tranflation of the
- ¢¢ mat-
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vafa deferentia, &c. which, without the
ftricteft attention, end in farcocele, fuppu-

ration, hydrocele, fcirrhus, and cancer.

In the inflammatory ftage, every one is

agreed as to the propriety of bleedings,

repeated according to circumftances, and

Iikewifc as to the utility of fomentations,

with an-antiphlogiftic regimen of _ the fe-
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: wvereft
matter to the teftes, the fauces being immediately re-
lieved and fet at liberty. The inflammation angd
tenfion on the teftes was very ‘confiderable in all of
them, and in every refpeét refembling the hernia
humoralis; but was quickly removed by gentle
purges, cooling medicines, poultices to the part,
and keeping quiet.—I remember I had two young
girls, of about twelve jor thirteen years old, feifed
with 'this complaint, where the humour was de=
pofited on the labia pudendi. ~ In none of the pa-
tients I faw (who were many) there was, or could
be, the leaft {ufpicion of any venercal taint. - I might
add, that this diffemper appeared again the next
year, but more rarely ; fince when, or before, I'never
met with'it.” |

Signed J. HEAVISIDE,

Hatfield, Hsrﬁrﬁtﬁ»z‘rﬁ

April 11, 1772.
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vereft fort; that is, abftinence from meat,
and even broths, as well as from all fer-
mented liquors, excepting {mall beer.
Where there is fizy blood, this is ftill
abfolutely necefiary.

Dr. Sydenham, and many of our beft
furgeons, talk much of poultices of bean
flower, litharge with vinegar, &c. But
thefe render the folution of the inflamed
part more difficult; and, what is much
worfe, produce fuch a fcirrhus in the
tefticle, or its appendages, as is not to
be refolved.

Poultices of bread and milk, with
linfeed flower, white lily roots, fenu-
oreek feed, &c. are better calculated to
promote the folution of the difeafe, by a
difcharge from the urethra of the ob-
ftructing, and perhaps virulent, matter.
This is much the readieft way of clearing
the tefticle perfeétly, without which there

frequently remains an unconquerable glect.

So
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%o long thkerefore as any hardnefs conti-
nues in the teﬁ.iclc, or in the fpermatic
veflels, efpecially in the vas deferens, fo
long the tefticle muft be confidered as a
difeafed body, and confequently fubjet
to relapfes.
. 'The generality of writers have been .
extremely deficient in not marking, with
fufficient accuracy, the mifchiefs arifing
from the leaft negle¢t in this particular.

If at any time I find it impracticable to
clear the tefticle, by the antiphlogiftic
regimen now pointed out, and extended
according to circumftances, I am never
fatisfied, till I have led the patient through
fuch an antivenereal courfe, as fthall en-
fure him againft any future uneafinefs
from that quarter,

~ Befides rubbing mercury on the part
(if free from pain) or on the inguina and
thighs, I keep the tefticle always fuf-
pended with a bag trufs, and confine the

patient
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patient to bed, for five or fix weeks if
neceflary, fomenting the part with hem-
lock, and plying him inwardly with ftrong
deco&tions of farfa, bardana, and extra&
of hemlock; not forgetting, all the while,
to carry the mercurial unctions to their
full extent.

I cannot forbear taking notice here of
the fingular ufe I have found in hemlock
outwardly applied, as well as inwardly
given; particularly in the cafe of B

whofe tefticles had been both condemned
to the knife. A fcirrhofity, accompany-
ing the hydrocele in each, and left by the
operation, did ftill remain, notwithftand~
ing a proper mercurial courfe, and an
ample difcharge by the digeftion, till dif-
folved by hemlock,

By fuch methods I have cured difeafed
tefticles of two or three years ftanding,
¢ven when ulce}atad, and where the fcir- -

H rhus
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rhus had begun to be affected with prick-
ing and lancing pains. f

It is obfervable, that fwellings of long
continuance, which occafion the vafa de-
ferentia to be knotted like :a ftring ' of
beads, are 'of wery difficult refolution.
Such a ftate requires a fupine pofture for
the tedious fpace of fix weeks; or perhaps
more, as well as a purulent or gleety dif-
charge from the urethra, befides the re-
fources above named.
.-Surely then, where copious difcharges
trom the urethra prove {o ufeful, the in-
terrupting them - by drying medicines,
aftringent applications, and . injections,
cannot fail in many cafes to produce irre-

mediable evils,

S E C-
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- Of gleets.

_ ] . _,
HIS is a word 1n every one’s

mﬂuth; and made ufe of by many
to cloak their ignorance with regard to
the real caufe which fo often renders the
difeafe obftinate, as well as with rela-
tion to the proper method of removing it.
When the running continues beyond
three weeks or a month, whether ftill
difcoloured, or become clear and ropy,
it is called a Gleet, and muift be attacked
with agglutinants, balfamics, and aftrin-
gents, in every fhape.
If the difeafe is ripe for fuch medi-
cines, it will ftop by the ufe of fome
one or other of the clafs juft mentioned,¥ .
H 2 or

. * The beft balfamic 1 know, where the ftomach
,will bear fo harfh a medicine, is the following:
R,
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or even by abftaining totally from
purging. |

If, on the contrary, the matter is not
ropy, but continues fhort like melted tal-
low, and the infe@ion is ftill lurking in
the part; fuch medicines will indeed often
put a ftop to the gleet, as it is called, and
produce a confirmed pox. Almoft every
one knows this to be a fa&; but how to
prevent the bad effeéts of fuch a procefs,
is known only to few.

It frequently happens, that the dif-

charge

R. Gum., arabic, drach. i.

Balfam. copaiv.

Mellis anglic. ana femi-unc, Simul conterentur,
dein admifce,

Decoé. (fortior.) corticis peruv. unc. vii.

Succ. limon. unc. i. Cujus mixtur. fumat
quartam partem m, & h. {. quotidie,

And the beft aftringent,

A fmall table fpoonful of the tin&k. fypt. (Ph.
Londin.) out of 2 quarter of a pint of new milk,
twice a day.

!
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Qharge continues for many months, in
{pite of every attempt by medicines given
inwardly, as well as by injections. This
is the great difficulty, and requires a more
particular attention, as it is fo common
an evil,
- To cruth it in the bud, I would advife
every young furgeon, at his firft vifits, to
inform himfelf exaétly as to the time
when the running firft began, and whe-
ther it was attended with {ymptoms of
cordee, heat of water, &c. or whether it
is fuppofed to have arifen from any former
infeGtion reappearing upon exercife, freer
living, &c. and if fo, to learn every cir-
cumitance of that infe&ion, of its dura-
tion, and former treatment. He fhould
likewife fee the ftream in which the urine
flows, whether large, {mall, or fcattered,
in order to be acquainted with the exact
ftate of the paffage; for he may be fure,
that old complaints there, lengthened out
by
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by the nature of the infeftion, by the par-
ticular habit of body, or by unfkilful ma-
nagement, muit have more orlefs affected
the urethra, by contracting its diameter, or
filling it with caruncles, ~which are very
fenfible to the touch of the bougie, though
feldom feen upon diffection, at lealt as
anatomiits affirm.

If the difcharge has manifeftly the ap-
pearance of a frefh clap, attended with in-
flammatory {ymptoms, it will be time
enough to examine the urethra with a
bougie, when, although your ‘method of
cure may have removed the inflammation,
it has yet not carried off the gleet. In that
cafe, it will help to fave your own credit,
as well as prevent much anxiety to your
patient, if you examine whether its obfti-
nacy be cccafioned by any local complaint
in the urethra. If the bougie pafies freely,
vou will do well to fet about the cure by a

proper quantity of mercury rubbed on.
This
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This quantity can, I think, be afcer«
tained only by the c¢hange brought upon
the matter, in refpect of its colour or con-
~fiftence. Where fuch change does not
take place, as will fometimes happen,
I rub on three or four ounces, f{o as
{carcely to leave the poflibility of a pocky
caufe remaining.

How many obftinate gleets of. two,
three, or four years ftanding, have we {een
effe@ually cured by a mercurial inun&ion,
when almoft every other medicine had
been tried in vain! Were we difpofed to
{peculate, we fhould fay, that in thefe
cafes an internal chancre had kept up the
difcharge, and that the difcharge had pre-
ferved the body in f{uch a ftate, as not
to be greatly hurt by the continuance of
the diftemper.

Should the feat of the difeafe, or of
the ulcer, lie about the proftate gland,
callofities will be felt pretty _diﬁin&ly

near
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ncar the anus, on the raphé or the pe-
rineum, and generally attended with a
ftrangury. To d termine with precifion
the place where thefe ulcers or chancres
are formed, I know not any fuch proper
method, next to that of ufing a bougie or
a probe bent like a catheter, as defiring
the patient, while he is making water, to
prefs all along the urinary canal with his
finger, till he comes to that point where
the water in pafling occafions moft pain;
for there probably the carnofities, fcars,
or ftri¢ures, are formed. To this point
(after a thorough courfe of un&ion on
the thighs) dire fri¢tions, gummous,
and refinous, or emollient applications
outwardly, and bougies inwardly ufed
with judgmentand perfeverance.

By thefe means, the paffage will 1n
moft cafes be again cleared, at leaft toa
tol-rable degree; the habit will be reéti-
fied, and the gleet dried up. -

S E C-
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Of bougies.
BO(fT the middle of the fixteenth

century, the nature of obftruc-
tions in the urethra began to be under-
ftood and treated with fuccefs by both
regulars and empirics. Of the ingredi-
ents whereof bougies were cdmpﬁfed we
have feveral formulas in the books of that
age, and their utility has been proved
in every {fucceeding period. |
Some years ago it was fuppofed, thatan
eminent writer on the maladies of the
urethra poflefled a compofition of greater
efficacy than any ufed by other furgeons;
and his extraordinary fuccefs has been
afcribed by the public to the peculiar
properties of his bougies. Almoft all the
prefent writers contend, that the common

bougie is as good as Mr. Daran’s. But

I I muft
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I muft needs fay, that his method of ap-
plying them feems much better adapted
to the nature of the complaint, than any
other generally known. Who in this
country, for example, perfeveres in their
ufe with fuch affiduity as that gentleman;
befides the flight of hand in introducing
them, which he hasacquired from having
made it the ftudy of his life?  What
furgeon but himfelf pafies them twice or
~ thrice a day, confines his patients to their
couch, vifits them at a ftated hour, regu-
lates every meal and every cup of drink,
increafes and diminithes the fize of the
bougie, changes the application accord-
ing to circumftances, fixes their opera-
tion on the difeafed part {o nicely, or, by
fuch extenfive acquaintance with the prin-
cipal difficulties of this kind throughout
Europe, knows how to remedy them?
In fhort, I cannot help thinking, that
Mr. Daran 1s entitled to fuperior fuccefs

by
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by fuperior merit; at the fame time that
I acknowledge, he gives the whole a
myflerious air, which favours more of
quackery than of found theory, or en-
lightened practice.

I have not been able to difcover why
Dr. Aftruc prefers the leaden bougies to
the common fort, or why he reprefents
the laft, of which we all know f{o much
good, as ineffeCtual.

I cannot leave the article of bougies,
without mentioning ‘a cafe I lately met
with, of a2 kind of impotence arifing from
a {triture very necar the glans penis;
where it occurred to me, that an obftruc-
tion fo near the point might, on attempt-
ing coition, affe¢t the feminal veficles {o
fenfibly as always to occafion the femen
being thrown off, ante veftibulum orci :
and fo it was in fac; for, by the ufe of
the bougies, the obftruction was f{peedily
removed. . 1 was told by my patient’s

& wife,
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wife, that I had been of great fervice,
and that, if her hutband h_ad applied to
me fooner, he might have been cured

long ago. The good woman lies in at

this time.

S EBE@TITON X
Of buboes.

UCH has been, written about ve-

nereal buboes, enough to con-

found even thofe who are not beginners.

The following facts concerning them arc

true, and may I hope be ufeful to explain

the difficulties that occur on this part of
the fubjett,

Buboes appear fingly, as well as accom-
panied with other venereal {ymptoms.
Before they come to maturity, the pa-
tient is generally opprefled about the pra-
cordia; which does not, I think, happen
in any degree of comparifon, under any

ﬂther_
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other circumftance of the pox. As foon
as the matter flows off, the patient is
greatly relieved, though they do not heal
without a relapfe, (even where they have
not appeared, till after the venereal courfe
has been thought complete) unlefs indeed
they are affited by perfevering in that
courfe, or by mercurial alteratives.

The French pra&ice of repelling bu-
boes and purging them off, I have not
found to anfwer, though tried with the
utmoft care. Rubbing the mercurial
ointment on the bubo itfelf, ferves only
to repel the difeafe into the habit, let the
quantity rubbed on be ever f{o' proper.
Ulcers in the throat, or foul bones, are
often the immediate confequence. And
here, once for all, I declare loudly againft
every mercurial application to the difeafed
or ulcerated part, in every venereal cafe;
till the general habit is thoroughly re&i-
fied by a proper courfe.

Perhaps
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Perhaps indeed there is one exception to
this' rule, viz. where, ina frefh clap, the
patient is threatened with a phymofis.
during the inflammatory ftage of the dif-
temper; when the ointment, rubbed on
the prepuce and glans penis, preferves the
part f;c:rn ulcerations, until the running
and regimen have given the difeafe a
milder form.

If the bubo is not from its firft appear-
ance attended with confiderable pain, its.
fuppuration will advance {flowly; and
therefore the patient thould not' wait for -
it, but immediately fet about his cure
with mercurials, and {uffer the bubo to
take its chance: otherwife he may in-
creafe his difeafe - by a digeftive regimen,’
and give it time to {pread by delaying
the ufe of the fpecific. The whole thould
be allewed to ripen, before it is opened.
Provided the blood be otherwife in a good

{tate, it will foon heal, and fill up, even
if
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if opened only by ‘a longitudinal .incifion,
without ‘torturing the edges with the
knife, or deftroying them by caaftic ap-
plications. | :

If the blood and juices be tainted with
a fcorbutic, fcrophulous, or cancerous qua-
lity, the fore will not foon leok kind-
ly, whether treated in' the way of any
outward application, or of any internal
courfe. In the fcorbutic and {crophulous
ﬂgte, antifcorbutics, ﬂ:rengthenrzrs; “and
open air, will mend the appearances and
‘heal the fores, if a futlicient quantity of
mercury has been likewife ufed. It isin
the cafe of fcrophula chiefly, that mer-
cury does moft mifchief, notwithftanding
what the celebrated Ballonius fays of its
virtues in the ftruma.

I have never met with any incurable
cancerous buboes. = They have indeed
often gone on for many months; but they
have always difappeared, as the habit

mended.



( 64 1)

mended. Of late years at leaft, opium
given inwardly, and preparations of hem-
lock both outwardly and inwardly admi-
niftered, have, with the affiftance of
country air and a heartier diet, hardly ever
failed to promote a digeftion, and effect
a cure in a reafonable time. To fay the
truth, I have, in many cafes where I
could give no relief by other means, ex-
perienced fuch frequent good effelts of
Storck’s hemlock, and aconite medicines,
as convince me, that there has been fome
want of candour 1n crying them down fo
{trongly without fairer trials. I have,
for fome years paft, given above ten
pound weight of the extract of cicuta an-
nually, in which time, it is cértain I have
both frequently {ucceeded, and frequently
failed. I have failed however feldomer
in mending the face of cacoéthic fores,

than in ‘any other circumftance.

S E C-
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Of chancres.

HERE there is not venereal virus

{ufficient to produce any other
fymptom but a chancre on the preputium,
or glans penis, I confider the cafe as the
moft fimple {pecies of pox, but yet hard-
ly ever, pr:rhaps I fhould fay never, to
be cured radically, without a mercurial
courfe. A plentiful difcharge from the
chancre, promoted by emollient and de-
tergent applications, if not of the mercu-
rial kind, will, no doubt, forward the
cure confiderably: but I am forced to
differ from Dr. Boerhaave and others,
when they fuppofe the appearance in
queftion to be a local complaint only, and
fuch as may be cured by external applica-
tions. Let it be added, that every mer-
curial application to the chancre itfelf,

K whether
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whether in the thape of ointment, or of
mercury in folutis principiis, as the che-
mifts affe& to call it, will for the moft
part only hide the difeafe, or drive it to
the inguinal and axillary glands, to the
tonfils, or even to the bones themfelves,
unlefs a complete antivenereal courfe be
purfued; and yet nothing is more com-
mon than drefling the chancre with every
{fpecies of mercurial dreflings. = Nor is
any praltice more ufual than the putting
fuch a patient on a courfe of purgatives
with mercurials intermixed; which me-
thod often produces a running from the
urethra, and tranflates the chancre to its
internal furface. No f{ooner is this effet-
ed, than it pafles for a gleet only, and
the chancre is forgot; turpentines and
other balfamics are prefcribed, the run-
ning ftops, and the furgeon, who aéts on
fuch a plan, takes his leave. Obferve
the confequence: On the firft debauch,

or
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or violent exercife, the gleet returns; and
if the unhappy patient has been again
living at large, the running is confidered
as a frefh infection; at beft he is put on a
purging courfe for twenty or thirty days,
without any change on the colour of the
difcharge, or diminution in its quantity;
and after fix weeks it is referred to a for-
mer taint, and the fame cruel game is
played with the conftitution, which with-
out the ftrength of a Hercules, the pa-
tience of a Job, and the affiftance of a
mafter in the profefiion, ends in an incu-
rable gleet, or leaves the. urethra in a
chancrous ftate, full of ftri¢tures and

carnofities.

K2 S E C-
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' Of .ﬂ:af';i’?‘ parﬁ:}f fymptoms.
, FTER what has been already faid

- on the nature of venereal infection,
and the method of treating it in_ the cir-
cumftances abowve - ftated, it will gene-
rally be underftood how to apply the
doétrine to all the other appearances of
the difeafe, however multiplied: But let
it be {tll remembered, that the more nu-
merous the marks of infeftion are, the
more neceflary it will be to attend to
the quality of the conftitution, to the
quantity of mercury requifite, and the
regimen adapted to both.

It will naturally be afked here, Does
the whole cure then confift in ufing a
proper quantity of mercurial ointment,
with a proper attention to thofe few
circumftances ? I anfwer, that, where

the
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the body is otherwife in perfet health,
it gencrally does ; not ¢lfe. ~ For ex-
ample, a man catches the difeafe after a
long fea voyage, or a fevere campaign:
in this cafe, though perhaps to outward
appearance all look§ well, the blood is
yet often fo much diftempered, that the
fymptoms foon grow untoward, or thew
themfelves obftinate, and the patient is
broke down, before you are aware. Or
fappofe he has got a clap only; the heat
of urine continues beyond the ufual period,
the ereétions are frequently intolerable,
the cordee remains for weeks together,
erofions behind the glans penis make their
appearance, and this fo equivocal that
you can f{carce fay to what degree the
infetion is advanced;, and neither pur-
ging nor mercurials ‘are effettual, fo as
greatly to perplex the patient, and per-
haps not a little to puzzle the phyfician.
If
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If it happens to be the pox, and the
. chancres cannot be brought to a kindly
difcharge, but on the contrary {pread and
inflame, the bubo will neither fuppurate,
nor can it be healed; and if the difeafe by
neglect, or by the malignity of the in-
feCtion, becomes more complicated, and
lefs governable, the ufual treatment fails.
The fame thing takes place, toa greater or
lefs degree, in a fcrophulous or cancerous
habit, and produces almoft infuperable
difficulties, unlefs the patient is fortunate
enough to fall into the hands of a man of
medical learning, or large experience, who
‘knows how to reftore the blood to a bal-
{amic ftate, and thereby to difentangle the
infeGion from the habit with eflicacy,
certainty, and fpeed.

To promote fuch a ftate of the juices,
was probably the caufe of introducing
the ufe of diet drinks, almoft as foon as
this malady was known; and in countries

where
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where the perfpiration is exceffive, and
the fluids are thin, the contagion was to
be carried off .by the balfamic or active
qualities of thofe drinks.

It will, I am afraid, be reckoned a
kind of herefy to maintain, that the
guaiacum is of little or no virtue in the
wvenereal difeafe. Volumes have been writ-
ten to extol its powers. Dr. Boerhaave
has rendered the name of Hutten immor-
tal, by the manner in which he efpoufes
his method of giving it. True itis, he
wrote in Holland, and, it may be gene-
rally prefumed, with a peculiar eye to
Dutch conftitutions, or phlegmatic ha-
bits, in which this medicine might pofii-
bly fucceed. Thus much however I can
freely affirm, that I have given it, or feen
it given, times without number, in al-
motft all the ftubborn fymptoms of - the
diforder under confideration, without the

leaft efficacy, unlefs in habits that were

Tr’EI'}r
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very phlegmatic indeed, or clfe greatly
impoverifthed, or laftly where it has been
combined with the farfaparilla.

To what I have advanced elfewhere
concerning the wirtues of farfaparilla I
would only add here, that I have not fince
the year 17353, when T firft gave it in
firong docoftions, found any reafon to re~
tract the leaft part of what I then afferted;
excepting only in the cafe of a few cance-
rous buboes, which will not, I believe,
give way on a fudden to any method
hitherto difcovered,* but which, I know,

may

* Since the above was written, M*Donald, a cen-
tinel in the third regiment of foot-guards, had a
truly cancerous bubo, that extended above a foot in
diameter on the abdominal mufcles, for which every
thinz was tried in vain, where the difcharge and pain
had reduced the patient almoft to a fkeleton. It oecur-
red to me, that lemon juice might poflibly be ufeful :
I ordered him half a dozen of lemons, or upwards, in a
day, which be devoured with the fame epgernefs as if
they had been apples, He had not done this for three

days together, when 2all his pains ceafed, the fores

yielded
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tnay be gradually fubdued, either by
freth air, fuller diet, abftinence from
mercurials, or by hemlock applied out-
wardly, or given inwardly, whether with
or without opiates. My affertion in the
Medical Effays of London, vol. 1ft,* was,
¢ That every cafe truly venereal is ma-
¢ nageable by mercury, or by farfa com=
¢ bined with mereury.’

yielded the whiteft and mildeft matter, and contratted
beyond belief, fo as to heal in two or three weeks.
Since that time I have never feen any difficulty in
healing the moft obftinate bubo;, where there was pain;
ragged edges, or cancerous appearances, provided a
proper quantity of mercury had been previoufly ap-
plied; nor any inconvenience from mercurial medi-
cines, where (I will call it) the fcorbutic habit had
been rectified by the lemon-juice. My experienced
and judicious friend Mr. Wollafton, furzeon to the
third regiment of foot-guards, has ever fince, both
in private and publie, pradtifed this method with fue-
cefs. The neceflity of this note will appear from fome
important obfervations on the fubject, in the fecond
volume of the Medical Tranfaétions of London,
page 338 et infra.
* See the Appendix.

Y Ag
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As to deco&ions of bardana and meze-
reon roots, the herbs faponaria, lobelia,
&c. which have been cried up by diffe-
rent writers; my experience of their
powers has been too {mall to enable me to
pronounce with certainty, but quite fuf-
ficient to incline me to {peak doubtfully,

concerning them.

7S BB EON XTI
ﬁ%ﬂgﬁry remarks on _:t‘fm difeafe.

HE venereal difeafe differs from

moft others' in this refpeé, that it

has no perfe@t crifis,. except in its fim-
pleft fpecies.

It is always in a progreflive ftate, grow-
ing worfe every hour, and recoiling with
double force, if the cure be interrupted
by irregularity of any kind, or if you give
over the antivenereal regimen before the

complaint is fairly conquered.
It
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It differs in its quality from itfelf, as
much as the confluent fmall pox differs
from the moft diftin& fort.

In its moft inflammatory ftate, the an-
tidote may be applied fo injudicioufly as
to throw it much deeper into the habit,
than it would advance in equal time, if
left to the treatment ufual in other in-
flammatory difeafes.

The conftitution is able to throw off a
confiderable portion of the infectious mat-
ter by the urethra ina gonorrheea, and by
the {uppuration of a bubo in a confirmed
pox; with -much more eafe than by pur-
ging in the clap, ar by a merc,m;i__a‘l' courfe
fingly-in the pox. - In the laft however,
as we hinted before, fuch a 'difcharge
alone ‘we  have never found fufficient,
though we have repeatedly = made - the ex-~
periment. -

It falls out but ~rarely, that the dif-
eafeinicur days affedts the vifcera' with

| fuch
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fuch obftrutions as it produced at its firft
appearance, when the gonorrheea had not
yet thewed itfelf, and the ufe of mercury
was lefs underftood. 'This indeed I have
met with in three or four cafes, where
the antivenereal plan only had power
to remove the evil.

I am informed that the Afiatics cure
many dropfies, and obftructed vifcera, by
anointing the hepatic region with mercu-
rial ointment. The obftruétions fo cured
have beecn probably owing to a Venereal
caufe. T have failed in two or three in-
ftances where the trial was made very
faithfully, but where I had no reafon to
believe that there was any thing ‘venereal
in the habit.

Antifcorbutic and tonic medicines, par-
ticularly the hemlock and bark, muft
pave the way to the cure of this diforder,
if you wifth that cure to be expeditious
and lafting, in the cafe of {corbutic or

| fcro=
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fcrophulous conftitutions, where vene-
real complaints are always peculiarly dan-
ger{)us.

It is a declaration due to truth, that
I have not, inany preparation of mercury
ufed by injection, found either a certain
preventive, or a certain cure, of any ve-
nereal taint, at any {eafon from or before
coition to the moft complete virulent
gonorrheea, mnotwithftanding the boafted
powers of noftrums which Fallopius,
Mufitanus, F. Hoffman, and many pro-
found connoiflfeurs in this metropolis, fo
confidently recommend.

Certain it is that I have formerly
brought a pox on feveral, by attempting
a cure with injeGtions of calomel, mercu-
rial ointment diffolved with the yolk of
an egg and 1injected, mercurial ointment
introduced into the urethra, the famed
folution of mercury with gum ammoniac,

diluted
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diluted aqua phagzdenica, and Van Swie-
ten’s aqua .anfivenere;a, &cc: ¥

Mufitanus goes indeed fo far as to
affirm, that he has known a thoufand claps
cured by ‘an injection of calomel. 'We
have feen many obftinate gleets cured by
it, at' the end of a proper courfe; but
muft repeat, that we have brought the
pox on feveral people in the clap, by means
of this medicine, when we ufed it in the
beginning of a gonorrheea virulenta.

FF. Hoffman has afferted the fame thing
with the prieft; but neither of their au-
thorities can weigh againft d:uly obferva-

t101.

* Notwith{tanding the bold affeverations of our
modern injection-mongers, I am convinced, by every
new'day’s experience, of the many mifchiefs arifing from
{topping ruanings in recent claps by, injections. A
man of honour and veracity has within thefe few
days aflured me, that Lftyof bis acquaintances, be-
fides himfelf, have been poxed lately by the 1n;e£’tmns
of one I'umcurl in this town.

SE C-
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Apruéffm.

: HAT pains have not been taken

to find out an application, or in-

jeétion, that will, either ante aut poit

coitum, prevent venereal infection? Fal-

lopius, Mufitanus, and others, have given

us prefcriptions, of whofe efficacy they
feem to entertain no doubt.

To me, I confefs, the fubtilty of this
policn appears too like that of ele@riéal
fire to be prevented. It is well for the
human race that it can be cured.

I knew a young man, whofe blood was
obliged to be loaded with mercury in a
- great quantity by inuncion for a pocky
taint.  As foon as his cure was completed,
he lay with a woman who infeCted every
body elfe, but he efcaped. In this cafe,
I fuppofe, the quantity of mercury in the

habit
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habit overbalanced the quantity of dif-
cafe, and acted as a prophyladtic: ¢ mais
¢ le jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle.’

¢ Forfan hydrargyrum in oleo animali
¢ vel vegetabili coto folutum, et virgaz
¢ ante coitum ben¢ inunctum, ad prophy-
¢ laxin appropinquat.’

SR 'O N XV
Of mercury and its preparations.

“YOON after the venereal diftemper

“had made its appearance in our he=
mifphere, it was difcovered, that medi~
cines of the common fort neither cliecked
its progrefs, nor accomplifhed its cure.
Some of the fymptoms refembling {o
nearly thofe obftinate difeafes where mer-
carial medicines alone had been found
cffeual, probably led our forefathers to
try their efficacy in this, notwithftanding
its fuppofed bad qualities, which they .

at-
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attempted to corrcé&t by the addition of
other ingredients. ~The malignity and
fpread of the difcafe foon brought it into
general ufe,

Who has not heard of the changeable
nature of mercury from a fluid into a fo-
lid, from a volatile into a fixed ftate,; from
a mild into an acrid guality, and from its
own colour into almoft all colours? The
chemifts, or the alchemifts, can tell you
how all this happens, and lover-like are
fondeft of what has given them moft trou-
ble. To them I refer the curious enqui-
rer, meaning only to lay before my reader
a few falts concerning mercury, and its
preparations, that may claim fome atten~
tion from thofe who have the care of ve-
nereal cafes.

And firft, as to its ores; the virtues
of thefe do not by any means correfpond
with what has been faid of them in moft
books that treat of venereal difeafes.

M For
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For native cinnabars are, in their effeéts
en the body, either fettered on the one
hand by their combination with fulphur,
or dangerous on the cther by effluvia from
the arfenical part of ‘them. I have twice
feen a confiderable falivation raifed by gi«
ving native cinnabar inwardly. -+ The mif-
chiefs occafioned by fumigations, where
the lungs are weak, or fubje& to afthmas,
hemorrhages, &c. are well known. The
difappointments I have met with from
the ufe of the fa&itious, or antimonial
Kinds, both given inwardly, and outwardly
apphied, - correfpond  exactly with the
experience of Dr. Aftruc on this head.
But I feel very little difpofition to try
powers which are at beft equivocal, where
we have certain ones at hand. I mean,
that their application repreffes, or at beft
only tranflates the complaints  for which
they are ufed, rather than extirpatcs them.

If quickfilver, when ftrained ‘through

leather,
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leather; Ieaves no dregs behind, or diftiHed
with quick-lime comes out in the fame
quantity as when put inte the vef"::l-
it is then fit for every ufe, whether out-

warﬁly applied or inwardly admlmﬁemd
as well as for all the preparations into
which chemifts have tortured it. |
In the courfe of experiments récorded
by Englith writers, it appears, that large
éilantitises of quickfilver, even to the
amoant of fixteen pound weight,* have
| M2 ~ been

¥ Having accidentally heard my friend William
Fifher, Efq. of Camberwell, in Surry, mention two
cafes, and confiftent with his knowledge, very extra-
ordinary both for the quantity of crude mercury
taken inwardly, and its effelts; 1 have added 2 copy
of aletter which he has favoured me with on this
fubjedt,
_  Camberwelly April 13, 17724
¢ Dear SiR, :
¢ IN ‘confequence of your requeff, I fend you
¢ an account of two gentlemen of my acquaintaice,
¢ who each of them told me they had taken above

# onc hundred pounds weight of crude mercury,
« W,
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been fwallowed by one patient, without

producing any remarkable phznomena
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W. Mofes, whofe letter is publifhed page 158, in
Dr. Dover’s Legacy, is one of them: and he told
me he never walked one mile without fitting down,
before he took quickfilver; and that, after taking
three hundred and fixty-five ounces in fo many days,
he walked to Batfon's coffee-houfe from Greenwich,
to tell Dr. Dover how well he was, and afterdrinking
a difh of chocolatehe walked back again; and that he
has had a quantity come from him after he had not
taken any for fix months. The above was a lieu-
tenant in the navy, and then about forty-fix years
old when be told me the tale, and fomething
fhort-breathed : he thought he could not have lived,
if he had not taken the above.

¢ The other was a gentleman of Putney, extremely
afli¢ted with the rheumatifm, laid up almoft
all winter for years; and when he told me, which
was in April, (thirty-five years fince) he faid his
practice was,' laft winter, to fhoot; and when wet
to the fkin, he went to the club after he came
home, and found no hurt from fitting till his clothes
dried on his back. |

¢ I fincerely believe both accounts to be true,
and am,

¢¢" Dear Sir,
¢ Your’s, &c.

« W. FISHER,”
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in that cafe, or indeed in any other; un-
lefs when a part of it happened to be dif-
folved by the faliva, or gaftric juices, and
thereby lodged for fome time in the primz
vie, where it produced the common effect
of 1increafing the falivary fecretions, in
proportion to the quantity diffolved, or
to the ftate of the patient’s juices at the
time of giving it. In thefe inftances
it correfponds with mercury dififolved
in honey, turpentine, &c. as in the
pil. Barbarofl. de Belloft. pil. mercurial.
Pharm. Lond. &c. at the worft produ-
cing {ymptoms very managezble in gene-
ral, and effe&s more or lefs beneficial
according to circumftances.

As to the effeéts of crude mercury in
this difeafe, diffolved with turpentines,
or otherwife combined with alexiphar-
mics, diuretics, purgatives, &c. I would
not abfolutely fay, that the pocky infec-
tion is always too great for fuch medicines

to
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to take place: but fo long as you remain
ignorant in what proportion the mercurial
medicine has entered the laGeal vefiels,
and what points it has carried, you can-
nat tell how to afcertain the dofe, or
fecure ' the patient againit a relapfe, that
1s, in pockycafes.

The fame objection, though not in thﬂ
fame degree, lies againft trufting to its
effet inplafters: for, on the firft appear~
ance of the difeafe, much was done by
them both in their fimpleand complicated
forms, provided they were perfevered in
tong enough to lodge a fufficient quantity.
- He muft be a man of very little' cbfer=
vation indeed, who has not feen the mif~
chiefs arifing from mereurial plafters ap-
plied to buboes, and other venereal tu-
mours, by fending thém back into the
habit,

Let us now {ee what is effeCted by oint+
ment prepared in the moift fimple formy

or
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or crude mercury rubbed into am ointment
with an 'equal quantity of hogs-lerd. ! |

In the wirulent gonorrhceei, mercurial
pintment having  been : rubbed on. the
groins in jult proportions, {uppofe to the
quantity of an ounce or more at dueins
tervals (purgative medicines being inters
mixed at proper diftances); the difcharge
generally changes from a green or yel-
low colour to one whiter, and more
rﬁfe-mbling'the {femen, or to one of a
yellow tinge in the middle of the fpeck;
or elfc it becomes more ropy, and lefs
hke melted tallow, diminithing at the
fame time in quantity. But where the
gonortheea has been of fuch long ftand-
ing as to have produced carnofities or
firictures in“the urethra, no inun&ion will
be fufficient without a local treatment.

When the difeafe. thews itfelf swith
pocky f{ymptoms, as chancres, buboes,
Puﬁ;.]}ES-, &c. and you rub on a due

PI‘G-
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proportion of this ointment, accompa=
nied with a fuitable regimen, what are
the effe@s? Sometimes a plentiful fpit-
ting, with its attendants, and a cure;
fometimes plentiful {fweating, and a cure;
at other times no fenfible evacuation, or
change on the body, and yet a cure,
equally agreeable and permanent; except
in fome few cafes, which are conquered af-
terwards by diet drinks, fmall dofes of pil.

argent. vivi, or {light mercurial friGtions.
I allow that the diminution of the
fymptoms is not always apparent, how~
ever properly the courfe may have been
purfued, and that thirty or even forty
drachms of the ftrong mercurial ointment
will not always remove the difeafe. Con-
tinue; in that cafe, to rub a few times
more, and a larger quantity at a time,
and what enfues? As if the artillery had
not been heavy enough before, by thus
increafing its weight you make a breach
at
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at laft, and the difeafe is taken by florm;
frequently, as was faid above, without fali-
vation, {weating, a greater diurefis, or any
difagreeable confequence whatever; and
generally too without any feverity of regi-
men, even in open air, I would not be
underftood to mean, that the inunctions
are, in this event, to be left off immedi-
ately. On the contrary, it fhould be a
general rule to continue them for a thorter
or longer time, according to the degree of
ftubbornnefs which has attended the {ymp-
toms; as it is certain that, without fuch
precaution, there may be a danger of
their returning.

The two oldeft and moft experienced
furgeons in the treatment of venereal com-
plaints, that I am acquainted with, have
both aflured me, that a very great part of
the mifchief done by this difeafe in. Eng-
land, feemed to have arifen from want of

N at~
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attention to thﬂ-pmper quantity of mer-
cury neceffary for its abfolute extintion.
In relation to this quantity, hear the
opinion of two celebrated judges among
foreigners. ¢ It is difficult,” fays Aftruc¥,
“ to affert, a priori, what quantity of
L mercury wﬂl, in the whole, be necef-
¢ fary to cure the diftemper completely ;-
¢ fince that depends upon the age; -Jex”
‘“ and temperament of the patient; the.
¢ malignity, degree, and inveteracy of the
¢ infe&ion; the number, ufe, and im-
¢ portance of the parts affeGed. It
¢ muft be judged of a pofteriori, from
¢ the abatement and ceafing of the
« fymptoms: but it is found by repeated
¢ obfervations, that commonly not lefs

“¢ than two ounces of the ftrong mercu-

‘¢ rial ointment is {ufficient, and not more

¢ than three or four ounces neceffary.”

¥ Aftruc, lib. iv. cap. 7- P 272. ed. Parif. 1740, 4to. '
The
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The other writer, Septalius, who had
the care of the great hofpital of Broglie
at Milan, for forty years together, where
by his account he cured of the venercal
difeafe near one thoufand patients yearly,
fays*, < That for completing one cure
¢ there ought to be ufed, at repeated
¢ inunéions, three or four ounces of
¢ quickfilver; and that the infe&ion
¢ fhould not be carried off by purga-
¢ tives, unlefs in cafes of the utmoft
¢ neceffity.” It is the advice of thisex-
perienced phyfician{, either not to ufe
mercurials at all, or to ufe them in
-a quentity fufficient to enfure fuccefs;
¢¢ fince by too {paring an application of
¢¢ them the morbid matter is fet in ‘mo-
¢ tion; and th: fymptoms being only di-
¢ minithed, not removed, unlefs psrh.'-.ps
““ to the nobler parts, the patient is ]Eﬂ:,

* Septalii Animad. lib. vii. § 224 & 231.
+ Id. lib, vii, § 218.

N 2 un-



{ 9247

¢ uncured and difappointed, to drag out
. a ‘miferable life.”

I cannot reftrain myfelf from obferving
here, how fathionable it is become with
many to defpife old writers, and to de-
preciate as obfolete every obfervation,
how ufeful foever in practice, that has
not been made in our more enlightened
days: but, certainly, he who has efta-
blithed the trueft principles of cure de-
ferves the greateft efteem, and the clofeft
attention, at whatever period he wrote.

With regard to the compofition of the
ointment, I would always recommend
equal proportions of lard and quickfilver;
the inunction with a drachm or two, at
moit, being with difficulty rubbed on to
dr}rnﬂfs, without leaving the thighs too
long expofed to the air; as on the other
‘hand a quantity of mercury fufficient to

extinguifh the infettion, is not eafily rub-
bed
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bedon, if the proportion of lard to quick-
filver be double. =

“When the patient’s fkin is eafily fret-
ted, the ointment fhould be prepared with
as fmall a quantity of turpentine as pofli-
ble; by which means he is faved an erup-
tion of angry puftules, that often obftru&t
the anointing of thofe parts where it
can be done moft completely, namely the
thighs, and the infide of them efpecially.

By the way, one is tempted to fmile at
the common manner of applying the mer-
curial ointment, firt on the feet, then
on the legs, then on the thighs, then on
the arms, fhoulders, and trunk of the
body; as if there were magic in the pro-
cefs, and the doctor were a conjurer.
Surely the ointment rubbed wupon - the
thighs, which can be defended from cold
in winter by flannel drawers, and in fum-
mer by cotton or linen ones, worn during
the whole time of the inun&ion, and

where
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where it can be applied without any incons
venieﬁcy, 1s as well or better calculated
to convey the mercury into the blood,
though not to keep up the parade of art.

If any confiderable quanti ty of the oint-
ment is prepared at once, it thould be
ftirred up from the bottom of the pot
every time it is ufed; that the whole may
be equally ftrong.

I pretend not to decide whcthq the
lard’s becoming attenuated by age is an
advantage or no. Septalius touches .DI_I
thefe two laft particulars. _

The following hints deferve the notice
of every furgeon, and are not generally
known.

Rub a little, fuppofe lefs thau a drachm
at a time, of mercurial ointment upon a
chancre, a beginning bubo, or phymofis,
and repeat it daily for three or four times;
and it will remove the appearance of dif-

eafe from the part, and drive it into the
con-
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conftitution, perhaps upon the bones,
probably into the throat, but always from
the part. Every mercurial application to
a venereal fore, whether chancre or bubo,
is equally improper, till you have con-
quered the infection.

| Rub to the quantity of two, three, or
four, and fome few times more ounces,
in proper dofes, upon any part of the
body, except the part affected; and all
the fymptoms of the difeafe, which de-
ferve the name of venereal, will either
difappear, and never return, or elfe be fo
altered as' to give way to diet drinks
of farfa, or bardana, or perhaps of the
plants faponaria and lobelia, or the roots
of mezereon.

Again, rub a fmall quantity of the
mercurial ‘ointment on any part of the
bedy, in the cafe of a ferophulous or fcor-
butic habit, tainted at the fame time with
the pox; and, in many inftances, it will

Pi' Q-
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produce a violent falivation, that in {pite
of all forts of remedies fhall run on
for feveral weeks; the patient fhall be
much reduced in his ftrength, wafted in
his body, and remain tainted with the
difeafe, notwithftanding the falivation
has been fo inordinate. Repeat the
anointing, and the effe¢t will be the
fame. "
But firft corre& this {corbutic difpofi-
tion, then rub on the mercury, proceed
to the length above mentioned, at proper
intervals, and in proper quantities; and
you will generally, even without affect-
ing the mouth, obtain a complete cure.
Go beyond this quantity, and, except
in a few cafes, mercury fhall feem ta
have produced no further effett on the
fymptoms. Here we may fay with truth,
that it has done both its beft, and
its worft: it has faved the conftitution
from being ruined by the difeafe, and
it
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it has changed a ftrong into a weak
habit.

Formerly, phyficians were exceeding
{olicitous to raife the falivation to the ut-
moft height, left they fhould not be cer-
tain of the cure without it. Of late,
they have been contented with fweating,
or plentiful difcharges of urine. = Now,
many are fatisfied if they ufe a given quan-
tity, whether it affects the falivary glands,
or goes off either by perfpiration or urine.
I am difpofed to be of the laft number,
with this difference, that where there
1s a little forenefs and heat in the gums,
I thould expect a more {peedy cure, than
where thereis either none at all, or where
there is a more copious falivation.

I have fometimes gone {o far as to think,
that mercury, ‘by producing a fort of
fermentation in the juices, without load-
ing too much the falivary glands, or
augmenting their fecretions confiderably,

0O was
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was better for the conflitution, than
when, by greatly tainting the faliva, it
produced a putrid diathefis.

Upon the whole, I believe, that pur-
ging gently in the inflammatory ftate, at
the intervals already fpecified, and inter-
Iﬁixing crude mercury internally, or ap-
plying it externally in’ juft quantities, as
foon as the fymptoms of inflammation are
abated, will cure aclap in all its ftages;
and that mercurial ointment, ufed in the
'P'l‘ﬂpﬁl‘tiDDS above directed, will generally
fecure the conftitution againft the further
progrefs of a confirmed pox, or at leaft
enable you to eradicate it by the affiftance
of other medicines before mentioned.

I hope that delicate patients will not
be alarmed at fuch a method of cure,
when I fhall -have mentioned one fa&,
viz. that, in the courfe of twenty years
practice, 1 have not been able to trace
any lafting bad effets of mercury on

thofe
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thofe who have ufed even the largeft quan-.
tities of it, by inuncétion, in the cafe of
conftitutions otherwife healthy. T fpeak
not of fcorbutic, fcrophulous, cancerous,
nor yet of paralytic ones, where family
infirmities are moft injurioufly imputed
to mercury.

Compare now the effeéts of mercurial
ointment juft defcribed, with thofe of
mercury in ores, but chiefly diffolved with
acids; in which I include the turpeths,
corrofive {ublimate, or the latter dulcified
by repeat:d fublimations, and mercurial
precipitates. Of fome of thefe a quarter
or half a grain, or even lefs, and that di-
luted too, will produce anxieties, trem-
blings, vomitings, hypercatharfes, con-
vulfions, and fometimes death; at beft,
fa]iva_tiﬂns not to be reftrained for weeks,
menths, or even a longer period; and,
what is perhaps yet more to be dreaded, no -
cure, or not a permanent one, will be ac-

O 2 complifhed
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complifhed at laft, though the falivation be
repeated. Yet {fome or all of thefe dread-
ful confequences muft be hazarded, be-
caufe a fmaller quantity of mercury in this
way is pretended to be fufficient for the
cure, and lefs deftructive, as well as more
delicate. The laft part of the propofition
I admit, but the other two I utterly deny.

Were it right to give into theory, on a
{fubje¢ where we have facts fufficient; it
might perhaps be faid of mercury acidu-
lated in any way you will, that even
the falivation, with all its fevzre attend-
ants, is not your fecurity. Either the
fores do not heal, or the {ymptoms do not
difappear, perhaps indeed from the pa-
tient’s not being able to bear the feve-
rity of the falivation, and the repeated
effets of the mercury on the ftomach or

bowels; or finally no cure takes place.

SE C-
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S.E 6 FI,0.N XV
On the prefent flate of tle pox.

T is a queflion that has been much

agitated, whether the difeafe of which
we have been treating, 1s on the decline
or not. I would anfwer 1t by afking
another queftion, Is the paflion for plea-
fure on the decline?
. In fa&, I believe that the difeafe is
growing much more general, while the
treatment of it is ftill thamefully unequal.

There has been an @®ra in its hiftory,
when it became milder. I allude to the
firft appearance of the gonorrheea. But
too many f{urgeons daily fhut up that
avenue to relief, by a variety of injections
mercurial, balfamic, and aftringent. I
leave their patients to bear witnefs with
what  woful effe&s; amonglt others,
{fwelled tefticles, unhappy wives, and an

half rotten pofterity.

Ano-
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Another principal fource of the increafe
of this evil is the general ignorance with
regard to the quantity of mercury requi-
fite, and to the manner of applying it,
which changes totally the face and qua-
lity of the complaint.

A third moft material circumftance to
be reckoned here is that of the grafts from
Africa, and both the Indies; where, the
treatment being ftill lefs underftood, th‘c
difeafe has been {uffered to lay deeper
hold, and to produce more ftubborn
fymptoms.

The laft caufe that I fhall mention,
but not the leaft, is the conftitution of
modern livers; where love of eafe, love
of pleafure, continual watching, and
anxious gaming, have miferably enervated
the pofterity of thofe heroes who fought
at Agincourt and Creﬁf.

B HlE: BN -Dx
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ON THE
b e SR - RGN » PSCRL o (R DO HER
OF THE
SARSAPARILLA -ROOT
IN THE

VENEREAL DISEASE.*®

HE reputation that a certain medi-

cine has of late years acquired in
London in fome venereal cafes, and in
which the farfaparilla is fuﬁpefed to be the
principal ingredient, put me upon enquiring
among my friends if any experiments had

been made to verify fuch a conjecture.

* Firft publithed in the Medical Obfervations of
London,

1t
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It was in the courfe of this enquiry that
Dr. Hunter favoured me with the hiﬁnrf
of a venereal cafe, attended with ill condi-
tioned ulcers in the groin, wherein a ftrong
decoction of the farfaparilla root, taken to
the quantity of a quarta day, and perfifted
in for fome time, had effe@ed a cure; when
a mercurial courfe and other things had
failed.

For my own fatisfaction I refolved to
profecute this hint, and make a trial of
the farfaparilla root in a number of cafes, -
foas to difcover if the fuccefs of the above-
mentioned remedy in many cafes, particu-
larly where almoft every other medicine
had failed; was not chiefly owing to this
ingredient.

Thefe experiments, with their good or
bad fuccefe, I have been induced to offer
to the public; the rather, as I cannot but
flatter myfelf that I have now made a fuf-
ficient number of obfervations to enable me

t{o
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to deduce fome general rules for ufing the
farfaparilla with a probability of fuccefs,
and at the fame time afcertaining the
virtues of a valuable medicine, hitherto
muchnegleted, orlittleunderftood; though
it has been always ranked among the effi-
cacious medicines in the venereal difeafe,

by moft authors who have written on that
~ {ubject.

S s iy B

About the month of Auguft 1751, Mrs.
Marfhall, a carpenter’s wife in Long-acre,
applied to me for a complaint fhe had in
her breaft, where I found the nipple much
corroded by a painful chancre, attended
with many venereal blotches all round her
breaft. = Upon examining her throat I
found foul ulcers on both fides: I learned
on enquiry, that fhe had contra&ed this
difeafe by fuckling for a few days a neigh-

r bour’s
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bour’s . child, whofe mouth and lips were
full of venereal chancres; but fhe at that
time had no fufpicion of its having any
venereal {fymptoms, or that fhe could be
infeted by it. Her havin;g no previous
mark of the difeafe, and her hufband,
who cohabited with her all the time,
enjoying perfet health, had prevented her
hitherto from afking advice ; and then fhe
did it principally on her child’s account,
which the had fuckled, who was at that
time about fix months old, and who
had many blotches on its body, with
large fici about its anus. Not doubting
any longer of the way in which fhe
had contracted the difeafe, fhe, by my
~advice, went to one of the hofpitals,
where the was falivated, and after fix
weeks was difmiffed apparently in good
health; but in two months time fhe
had a return of her fore throat, with

the additional fymptoms of violent pains
all
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all over her head. In February 1751-2,

fhe applied to me again: as I found
her throat well, and her breaft had
not the foul appearance as formerly,
I hoped that the pains in her head
might proceed from a different caufe,
and might give way to nervous medi-
cines, which were ordered her, but
without effe@. The ulcers in her
throat becoming foul again, I could no
longer doubt of her being flill poxed:
I then ufed fumigations of cinnabar to
her throat, gave her preparations of
antimony, with the antilcorbutics, ftrong
decoctions of guaiacum, and a fmall pro-
portion of f{aflafras and farfaparilla ; by
which means the throat grew tolerably
well, but the head-ache continued : not-
withftanding which fhe became preg-
nant in the fummer 1752. Three months
after, all her bad {ymptoms returned
with more violence than ever, with pains.

S about
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about her palate and in her nofe, and the
ulcers {pread in her throat to the almoft
total lofs of the velum pendulum palati:
I then applied mercurial plafters to the
throat outwardly, gave her a decoétion of
guaiacum  for her conftant drink,  and
calomel inwardly ; but all to {o little pur-
pofe, that in the fixth month I was
obliged to have recourfe . to a mercurial
friction, which I perfifted in to the
day of her delivery, as in all that time
I was able only to check the difeafe,
not to cure it. In her lying-in, the had
fevere cholics and fits of loofenefs, pro-:
bably the effefts of the method fhe
had purfued. Duriné her laft courfe,
and after her lying-in, befides the out-
ward and inward ufe of mercury, fhe
had drank above an hundred quarts of the
decoction of guaiacum, ftrong and weak
together. In July 1753, I propofed to
hei the decoftion of farfaparilla: at that

time
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time her pains were fo fevere, that fhe
had not flept, for feveral months, an hour
at a time ; her body was become a mere
{keleton; the ulcers in her throat were fo
naufeous, and her palate was fo decayed,
that the was become intolerable to herfelf,
and greatly difpirited. The night after
drinking the firft bottle, fhe flept feveral
hours, and fo continued to do evcryl
night afterwards without interruption:
in twenty days her head-aches and noc- -
turnal pains entirely left her: in feven
days more her t:roat was quite well; fhe
recovered her fpeech; and, by the ufe of
thirty feven quarts of the decoction, the
was reftored to perfect health, ftrength, and
fpirits; her breafts becoming plump and
full, as ufual: and to the day of writing
this (September 1754) fthe fiill enjoys an

uninterrupted ftate of health.

CASE
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CASE: L

That fame {ummer, a watchmaker of

a fcorbutic habit of body, with {pungy
gums, who had been falivated three dif-
ferent times, and had ufed great variety
of alteratives, and deco&ions of guatacum
without meafure, applied to me. He
all that time had foul fores in the tonfils,
numberlefs blotches dry and moift on
his body, and chancres on his penis, at-
tended with a fort of glect: thefe were
all his venereal {ymptoms. I put him
upon the ufe of the decoltion of farfa~
parilla, to the quantity of a quart daily,
After he had taken it fifty fix days, all
the {fymptoms left him; but the parts
where the chancres had been, though
Jkinned over, continued red, oozing at
times a fort of ichor. For thefe, and
now and then a little {ort of gleeting from
the
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the urethra, I have tried every thing I
could think of, but all to little or no
effe@. Dr. Barry’s alterative pills, com-
pofed of turpeth mineral, pil. ex duobus,

and camphire, have done moft apparent

{'crviuc.f

CASE" Hi.

~ Some weeks after this, a jeweller, who

had contra&ted a tlap, for which he had
had been unfuccefsfully treated, applied
to me for a cure: when I faw him he
had chancres, and verruce mixed all
round the corona glandis and behind it,
but no other venereal complaint. He
drank about fifty bottles of the decoion
of farfaparilla; but till he had rubbed on
fix ounces of mercurial ointment, the
chancres were not entirely healed; the
laft of which he ufed after he had omit-

+ See Medical Effays,
ted
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ted the decoftion fome time:. nay, the
verruce {till remained, but were imme-
diately removed by the common cauftic.
I would remark, by the bye, that in cafes
of venereal warts, where the infe&ion
feems to have been entirely fubdued, the
common cauftic is the only application
that I have ufed with certain fuccefs. I
would therefore recommend it as the moft

efficacious in fuch cafes.

CASE  IV.

Mouch about the {fame time, a grenadier
of the third regiment of foot guards, on
whom I had tried mercurial alteratives,
and decoltions of guaiacum, after having
firft attempted a cure by a falivation, was
put upon the decofion of farfaparilla.
At the time he began to take it, he had ill-
digefted buboes, chancres on his penis,
foul ulcers in the tonfils and velum pen-

dulum
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dulum palati, as well as on the back part
of the pharynx, and univerfal pains. He
was unable to move his legs and arms, and
had large black and mortified blotches
and floughs, fome of them as large as
a half crown piece, on his fhoulders and
back. By the ufe of this decotion for
fifteen days, and twe bleedings (which
fome feverifh fymptoms feemed to in-
dicate) every one of the above complaints
was removed, and he left the hofpital ap-
parently cured: but whether it was
owing to his not having perfifted long
enough in the ufe of it, or to fome
other caufe, in two or three weeks he
came back to the hofpital with a fore
throat, and complaining of his pains;
when I put him a fecond time on the ufe
of the decoction: though his throat grew
better foon, yet the pains did not entirely
go off; fometimes an arm, and at other
times the leg and thigh, continuing in

28 pain,
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pain. During this fecond trial he drank
twenty five bottles of the decottion., I
then attempted the cure by mercurial
pills, and a decoction of guaiacum, rub-’
bing in now and then fome mercurial
ointment; after which I {ent him to
country quarters, for the benefit of the
air: but this not anfwering, he returned
to the hofpital a third time, when his.
throat, and the back part of his pharynx,
were much ulcerated; he wads  greatly
emaciated ; had a cough, night fweats,
and gummatous {wellings on the top of
his thoulder, and on the wrifts: he then
took a box of an alterative mercurial
pill among other things, but all to no
purpofe; fo that he repeated the de-
co¢tion of farfaparilla for the third time,
and drank thirty nine bottles more; upon
which his throat grew well ; the pains
and {wellings were confiderably dimi-
nithed, and indeed fo far, that there were

{carce
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fcarce any remains of either, but about
his knees. Soon after this he was dif-
charged the regiment,  being reckoned
unfit for the fervice; and he returned to
his native place, without giving the me-
dicine a further trial, though' he was
preffed to do it. I have often blamed
myfelf for not profecuting the experiment
further, in fo remarkable a cafe, where,
upon every freth trial, the guﬂfl effects
were fo manifeft, and, if longer perfifted
in, might have produced a complete cure.
Dr. Clephane and Dr. Pringle faw the
progrefs of this patient’s difeafe, both at
the worft, and when the farfaparilla did
fuch fervice.

LA SE Y,

An oilman, who had gone through a
mercurial courfe for a chancre on the

glans penis, applied to me for advice,

3 e having
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ha.vihg at that time violent pain over all
his body, efpecially fuch head-aches and
continual watchings as rendered his life
intolerable: he was unable to ftand up-
right, or to have any of his limbs moved;
when I put him under a courfe of the
{arfaparilla decottion: the firft bottle of
it compofed him to fleep the whole night,
though for three months paft he had not
flept one hour at a time; and he was
thereby fo much relieved from his pains,
and incapacity to move, that he foon was
able to walk to me every day afterwards
for his quart of decoion, and by thirty
fix bottles of it was perfectly cured: he
ufed no other medicine or application,
except that during the courfe of the
decotion he wore a flip of mercurial
plafter on the fcar where the chancre had
been.

CASE
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CASE VI.

& widow lady, three months after her
hufband’s death, confulted me about her
health: the complained of violent head-
aches, which had for fome months paft
prevented her reft, and of fome hard and
dry lumps which fhe had perceived a few
days before on the labia pudendi: her
whole body was covered with large hard
{pots or blotches, of a brownith red co-
lour, but not attended with {curf or
{cales, excepting two that were on her
leg. From thefe {fymptoms, and the ac-
count fthe gave me of her hufband, I
could not doubt of the nature of her dif-
eafc: the fcorbutic appearance of her
gums, and hker delicate habit of body, de-
termined me to attempt the cure without
a mercurial falivation, having for fome

_years paft obferved the very bad effe@s it

i3



(“RiiBly)

is apt to produce on fcorbutic habits, at-
tended with fpungy gums. By the ufe of
forty bottles of the decoction, all the for-
- mer fymptoms left her, except the twao
large blotches on her leg: but fhe then
fhewed me a chancre, large and hard, on
the infide of the nyniphm, “which f{he
had perceived only for two or three
days, and which difcharged matter plen-
tifully: I was thereupon forced to have
immediate recourfe to a mercurial fric-
tion, as the weak ftate of her ftomach
forbad the internal ufe of mercury. By
perfilting - fix weeks in this courfe,
though I could only rub in a little oint-
ment at a time, and even that frequently
at the hazard of her fainting away, fhe
recovered a perfect ftate of health. Du-
ring the ufe of the decotion fhe abftained
both from wine and meat, yet her
ftrength kept up well; but in the mercu-

rial
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rial courfe it was ' found neceflary to
allow her wine and: fleth meats to fup-
port her.

CASE VIL

In April laft, a married lady from the
country gave me the following hiftory of
her cafe.

In the fourth month of her pregnancy,
fhe had obferved a number of little
pimples break out on her face, which
foon after grew f{caly, increafing every
day in fize and hardnefs: in her fifth
month, her {leep left her, fhe was tortured
with moft violent head-aches, and noc-
turnal pains in her bones, particularly
in one.of her legs, where fthe felt a
hardnefs lying loofe wunder the fkin,
upon the fhin bone, of thefize of a horfe
bean : the likewife became very dull of
hearing, but had no fymptoms of the dif-

eale
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eafe about the pudenda. In the eighth
mounth, fhe was delivered of a weakly
child, which, as fhe exprefled it, was
born without fkin. The above named
fymptoms continued increafing till the
end of the fecond month after her lying-
i, at which time f{he applied tome for
advice: after purging her gently with
falts and manna, I gave her the de-
cotion in the ufual dofe; but as I durft
not, in fuch a cafe, truft entirely to it, [
now and then ufed the mercurial oint-
ment, to the quantity of half an ounce
of quickfilver in the whole; and by the
end of the month all her c-::-n}p!ﬂints left
her, except the dullnefs of hearing,
which ftill continues in fome degree.

This is the only inftance in which I
confined any patient to their bed or flan-
nels, or to a firi& regimen during the ufe
of the decoltion, and the only inftance

where the no&urnal pains were not quite
Te-
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removed by a few dofes of the farfaparilla.
I thould likewife note, that I cut out the
fmall gummatous tumour with a knife,

while the was ufing the farfaparilla,

CASE VI

A wine-merchant’s fervant in the
Strand had, for twelve months and up-
wards, chancres on his penis; for which
he was put under, and perfifted in, a
mercurial courfe by un&ion for four
months, the mercury feldom affe@ing his
mouth to any degree. As his being
much abroad expofed him to catch fre-
quent colds, he was feized with rheu-
matic pains all over him, which at firft
were alleviated by repeated bleedings, but
grew {o bad at laft, that he almoft entirely
loft the ufe of his limbs, though he tried
various medicines for them. He con-
tinued in this ftate till we put him on a

R a
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a decottion of farfaparilla; by forty four

bottles of which he recovered his for-
mer ftate of health, without any confine-
ment or regimen; though he was often
abroad, expofed to the cold and wet, du-
ring the time of his drinking the decoc-
tion, which was in the month of No-

vember.

CADE JIX.

An officer’s fervant in the guards had
two buboes forming in his groins, with-
out any other fymptom of the pox,
when he applied to me. As he was
then upder a neceflity of going abroad,
I applied mercurial plafters to his buboes,
and fupplied him with cintment {ufficient
to fecure his health by repeated unctions.
Finding his throat affeCted, he applied
for advice when in Germany, but did not
perfift in the mercurial unction; by which

neglect
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neglet he returned to London with a
deep and foul ulcer in the back part
of his throat.

I then anointed him regularly, and
gave him ftrong decoctions of guatacum
to the quantity of thirty bottles and up-
wards ; by which the ulcer in his throat
was healed, and he was apparently well:
{ix weeks after, he was feized with a deep-
{eated pain in his cheek bone, and a {well-
ing upon it, which in fourteen days
brought on ficknefs, vomiting, a total lofs
of appetite, and night fweats, which
emaciated him greatly. I laid the bone
of his cheek bare, and found that it
was carious, but it had no marks of benig
likely foon to exfoliate. I then put him
on the decotion of farfaparilla, of which
he drank forty bottles: in {ix days after
he began the ufe of it, his appetite re-
turned, his fickne{s went off, his fweats
ceafed, and by the end of the courfe he

Rz Wwas
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was become flethy, and as frefth coloured
as ufual; fome weeks after which, there -
came out an exfoliation of the fize of a
filver groat, and of a confiderable thick-
nefs. This perfon is now in perfe&t
health.

CASE: X.

Mrs. Gordon in Chandos-f{treet, when
fhe applied to me, told me, that in her
firft hufband’s time fhe had {ores in her
legs, which were {uddenly dried up;
- and that fhe found no bad confequence
from them, till the had lived with her
fecond hufband four or five years, and had

had two fine children by him, apparently
A very healthy; when fhe was taken with
violent pains in her head, nofe, and face,
for which fhe tried various medicines,
and among other courfes was falivated
regularly, and afterwards ufed an appli-

cation
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cation of Mr. Plunkett’s; during which
courfes the loft the bones of her nofe.
She had likewife applied afterwards at an
hofpital for advice, where the was put
under a courfe of Dog and Duck water,
and fuch diet as was judged proper in
cafes that feemed cancerous. When fhe
applied to me, I underftood, by the
hiftory of her cafe, thatit was a venereal
one, contracted from her firft hufband, but
that it had appeared firft in her head,
and never in her pudenda: I put her
upon a courfe of the farfaparilla, defiring
her at the fame time to wath the fores
of her face with fome of the decoéion,
and then to cover them with dry lint.
Thefe fores had been of fix months
ftanding, when I {aw her firft; and the
nofe not only was become quite flat, with
a foul fore upon it, but the frontal bone,
the temporal bone, the orbital bone of
the right eye, and the upper maxillary

bone,
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bone, were bare in feveral places. When
in this condition, Dr. Clephane vifited
her with me, and Mr. John Hunter had
feen her a few weeks before. By the ufe
of the deco&ion for fifty days, inwardly
and outwardly applied, as before men-
tioned, all the fores healed up, fome of
the bones threw off exfoliations, others of
them covered over without any fenfible
exfoliation, and the recovered her health
perfe@ly, with only the lofs of the
bones of her nofe, and a few fcars on

her face.

CAsSEr Kl

hjﬁemelbali a foldier of the third regi-
ment, recovered, by thirty nine bottles of
2 Pweaker deco&tion of farfaparilla, of
puu;}r pains; for which, and fome other
venereal complaints, he had been falivated
thrice, kept his bed in the hofpital. for

two
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two hundred and thirty days and up-
wards, was emaciated greatly, and had
tried in vain all forts of antivenercal, an-
tifcorbutic, or antirheumatic medicines.
N. B. After feveral months this pa-
tient applied to me again, complaining
of freth ulcers in his throat, and, as he
fays, without having catched a freth in-
feGtion. But what is very remarkable in
this inftance is, that his relapfe was pro-
bably owing to his having ufed only the
fmall detotion, or rather what may be
called the fecond decotion.

CoA-SeE X 1E

A gentleman’s fervant in  St. James’s
place, who had fpurious buboes for fix
months, for which he went through
two regular courfes by union, during
his firft courfe had a partial fuppuration
from one of them, continued to have
‘pain 1n that, and a large tumour of the

fize
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fize of a hen’s egg remained, which
would not give way to any application,
and at the fame time lay fo deep, and was
fo much engaged with the iliac artery, asto
prevent our deftroying it by cauftic. Ten
bottles of the decoltion removed it with-
out fuppuration, and he drank twenty

four more for fecurity’s fake.

C'ASE""NlI.

The hufband of the lad;r mentioned in
Cafe VII. was, at the fame time with
her, put under a mercurial courfe for
chancres all round the glans penis,
blotches on the ferotum and thighs, ragged
{fores about his anus, and foul ulcers in
his throat. After ufing about eight ounces
of mercurial ointment, and falivating
plentifully, for fix weeks, all his com-
plaints left him, except thofe ragged fores
about his anus, which remained as ob-

ftinate
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ftinate as ever, though the mercurial
ointment had been rubbed on them alfo
about the end of the courfe, and though
he had been f{weated very fufficiently by
fourteen quart bottles of the ftrong. de-
coltion of guaiacum; but they gave way
in a few days to the deco&ion of farfa-

parilla. ¥

I fhall therefore juft offer the refult of
my experience, in relation to the farfa-
parilla, by deducing from thefe, and
above as many more cafes, in which I
have tried it, a few remarks, tending to

thew when it will cure, and when it

will fail.

REMA Rk’ E
It will commonly relieve, in a very thort
fpace of time, venereal head-aches and
nocturnal pains; and, if perfifted in, I

believe, will always cure.

* See a note from Fallopius, page 176, which re-
lates particularly to this fymptom,

S RiE
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REMARK IL
In emaciated or confumptive habits,
from a venereal caufe, it is the greateft
reftorer of appetite, fleth, colour, ftrength,
and vigour, that I know of.

REMARK III

When the throat, nofe, palate, or the
fpungy bones in general, are affected
with a flough or caries, it will commonly
complete the cure, if perfevered in long
enough, and providing a mercurial courfe,
I mean by unction, has preceded the
ufe of the farfaparilla,

REMARIK IV.

When the body is covered with dry
blotches, or moift fores (ftill fuppofing
the caufe venereal) it will greatly promote
the cure, nay, often complete it; but,
without the affiftance of mercury, there
will be danger of a relapfe,

R E-
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REMARK V.

In fimple chancres it will do little fer-
vice; but if it is given in cafes where the
chancres or buboes will not heal or dif-
folve, after the ufe of mercurial unéion,
it will often cure, and always do manifeit

fervice.

R E-MA R kit VI

It will oftentimes anfwer, and that
{peedily, without {weating, confinement,
or any very ftri&t regimen, at all feafons
of the year, where mercurial un&ions,
and long continued courfes of ftrong de-
co&tions of guaiacum, either by itfelf
fimply, or compounded with a fmall pro-
portion of our f{arfaparilla, have failed.
Of this I could produce feveral other
proofs, befides the above hiftories.

EJE RE-I
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REMARE V.

It would feem probable, from any ob-
fervations I have yet been able to make,
that the farfaparilla root is only to be de-
pended on in venercal cafes where mer-
cury has failed, at leaft has preceded
the ufe of the deco&ion, or when it is
cambi_ncd with it; and therefore is not to
be trufted to alone, unlefs in fuch cir-
cumftances: and this is agreeable to the
well known effefts of that medicine, the
reputation of which, in inveterate ve-
nereal cafes, firft put me on making this

enquiry.

REMARK VIIL
Mercury alone will in general cure
moft venereal complaints; the farfapa-
rilla will perhaps always cure what refifts
the power of mercury: it is therefore
probable, that we may find in mercury

and
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and farfaparilla, properly combined, 2

certain cure for every cafe that can be

called venereal.

Let us now fee,

I. What this medicine is.

I1. Whence it. came.

I1I. What reputation it had at firft.

IV. If the efteem it acquired in
Eumpe was founded on accurate obfer-
vations of its effects.

V. How it loft it again, and has been
but little ufed till very lately: and,

V1. How it ought to be prepared and
given.

It is doubted by botanical writers,
whether it was known to Theophraftus
and Diafcorides; but if it is of the fame
genus with our {milax afpera, which both
from its appearance and virtues I am
apt to believe it is; this cannot remain
doubtful, fince the firft has defcribed the

plant,
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plant, and the fecond mentions its vir-
tues as an alexipharmic.

Fallopius ufed the {milax afpera, which
he found growing near Pifa, and cured
many with it*; nay, alledges that the vir-
tues of the European are more powerful
than thofe of the Indian, afcribing their
external difference to the different foils in
which they grow. And Carolus Mu-
fitanus aflerts, that the fmilax afpera,
which grows plentifully in Italy, under
the name of the falfa paefana, only differs
in pric¢ from that of Peru; but that the
tafte, bark, pith, and virtues, are ftronger
and more vegete in the European than in
the Indian fort.§

'I’m{‘per Alpinus has put it beyond all
doubt, by the appearance of the {milax
afpera, which he found in {foft grounds,

* Loco f{arfaparille femper cum felici {ucceﬁ'u.
Fallopii traétatus de morbo Gallico, caput 63.

+ Carol.  Mufitanus de lue venerca. Lb. ik
cap. 1. in Sarfaparillam.

1n
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in the ifland of Zant, (Zacynthus) that

Europe, and the Grecian iflands in par-
ticular, furnith the true farfaparilla, or
{milax afpera, (Peruviana dicta) of C. B.*

The medicine which is the fubject of
our prefent enquiry, and is now to be
found in every druggift’s thop, is the root
of the {milax afpera Peruviana of Cafpar
Bauhin. It is brought to us from Peru,
Hifpaniola, and the Brazils.

Monardes tells us, that the Indians,
~ when they begin to ufe it, tafte nothing
but the decoction and 1its mucilage (len-
torem) for the firft three days, and after-
wards only almonds, raifins, and bread,
during the thirty days courfe of it.

The method of preparing it by the
Spaniards and Indians of South America,
is as follows: They macerate an ounce of

the root in almoft four pints, or pounds,

* Profper. Alpin, de plant. Egypt. c. 43.
of
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of water, for twenty four hours, and boil
it away to one half. ‘They give of the
exprefled decoction half a pint twice a
day, four hours before their meals, in
bed, covered with clothes, where they
fweat two hours, mixing a fufficient quan-
tity of the fine powder of the root with
each dofe of the deco&tion. They purge
them every tenth day. '

The Spaniards firft brought it into
Europe, towards the middle of the fix-
teenth century.

Francifcus Ximenes, in his annotations to
Margravius’s natural hiftory of the Brazils,
talks of its fpeedy and powerful effects
in the cure-of the lues venerea, giveén 1n

{imple deco&tion.

+ Cujus decolo fimplici ad luem veneream, praefer-
tim non inveteratam, nihil preftantius, quippe quod
obfervatd dimtd, paucis intermiffis diecbus, a turpi et
feedo malo ®gros vindicat. Margravius in bifloria
naturalt Brafil. de Sarfaparilla.

Vidus
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Vidus Vidius, about the year 15¢0,
gives it the third place among antive=-
nereal decoctions.§

Trincavellius prefers it to guaiacum as
an attenwant, and makes mention of it
as a refolver of hard tumors. ||

1 Gabriel Fallopius feems to have
known more of the virtiles of the far-
faparilla than moft of his predecefiors
or fucceflors, if we except Trajanus

Petronius alone, of whom afterwards.
45 In

§ Vidus Vidius, in morbo Gallico, de Sarfaparilla.

| Vim majorem habet attenuandi & digerendi quam
guajaci decoftum, f{i duros & quafi tophofos tumores
in internodiis articulorum concretos digerere, &
quall atterere poteft, ut quotidie videmus. Trincavell.

Confil. 50.

1 Recenfeamus experimentum cui nolunt credere
pertinzces. Diafcorides dicit habere vim antidoti in
orbis contagiofis, & connumerat grana & folia inter
ea medicamenta quz venenis exhibentur ; ideo regium
eft auxilium & antidotum ad fugandam luem veneream,
Et hac ratione ego fido magis falfe quam ligno
guaiaci : imbecillior cft certc ligno; habet tamen ipfa

nobiles
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In the Venetian edition of Fallopius*
mention 1s made of this deco&ion not
keeping above five or fix days. I never
could keep it above three, even in a
cellar: no author befides Floyer, that I
know of, takes the leaft notice of this.
I believe it has been owing to their not

attending to fuch a circumitance, that

nobiles vires, quibus fuperat guaiacum ; et eft, quod fi,
poft fuperatum Gallicum, reftant ulcera rivagadia circa
fedem, duplo citius fanat haec quam lignum Indicum.
Erat f{cholaris Papienfis qui tophis oflcis et lapideis
laborabat circa pedes & tibias: ego brevi difcuffos
vidi ope falfeeparillze, & prima vice ufus fum hic in
milite Lucenfi qui dicebatur (& Capitan Capon) hic
habebat in capite tumores & gummata, quz per de-
cem dies evanuerant omnia: cum ergo in Gallico ad-
funt ulcera, ad hoc medicamentum confugio tanquam
ad certifimum auxilium: fi non facit prima dicta,
facict faltem fecunda et tertia. Salfa eft regina in hoc,
quia difcutit tophos quodam quafi miraculo. De-
coctum falfze femper agit omnibus temporibus: decoc-
tum guziaci non agit tempeftate hiemali. Fallsp.
iraflat. de morbo Gallico, cap. 63, & 95. ¢. g5,

% Durat decoftum falfz, i non fit tempus calidiffi-
mum, quinque vel fex diebus ad fummum. Fide

Fallop. vl 2. pa. 166. Edit. Venet. 1651,
it
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it was fuppofed to hurt the ftomach,
which I never knew it once do, if
given alone, and in two days after
it had been boiled in the way I pro-
pofe it to be done,

Mafiarias prefers it to the guaiacum
for difpatch, agreeablenefs, and vir-
tues. 3

Czfalpinus fays it hurts the fto-
mach, but refolves gummatous fwell-
ings; and prefers the outer bark of
the root.4

Varandzus fays it quiets pains in
the joints.§

+ Tumores, gummata, puftulas, ulcera, et omnia
fymptomata Gallica, longe faciliis et breviore tem-
pore, ex decocto Sarfaparille, mitigari & deleri,
quam ligni decofto.  Maffarias prallic. medic,
?- 905,

+ Ventriculo noxia eft, fed facit magis ad gum-

mofitates.  Cefalpin. artis medica lib. 4, de morbo
Gallica,

§Sarfapanllam habere proprictatem ad duImr.s
artuum fedandos. Farandei de lue vencrea.

Tz Thomas
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Thomas Rudius acknowledges that it
is ftronger in its virtues than guaiacum,
but will not allow it to cure the dif-
eafe alone radically.*

Nicolaus Maffa, who has given us
many formule of the ftronger deco&ions
of farfaparilla, fays, that in ftrength it
equals the guaiacum wood in the cure
of the difeafe.4

Alexander Trajanus Petronius . alfo

* Longé melius dolores tum Gallicos tum alios
demulcere quam guaiacum; fed Gallicum virus, nifi
admodum exiguum, & in corpore recenter contraltum
fit, per feipfum profligare & extirpare impotentem
efle: ideoque ipfum non verum & legitimum luis
venerexe bezoarticum medicamentum eflfe.  Rudii
Lib. iv. ¢. 2. de movbe Gallico.

+ Sanat tumores duros, et ulcera antiqua Gallici
morbi, & omnia vitia & mala, in quicunque corpo-
ris parte, qua in morbo Gallico accidere confuevére,
& quz folent fanari ligni Indici decoltione bibitd,
quoniam omnes ferc virtutes, que in ligno Indico funt,
in farfa reperiuntur, Nichol. Maffa de morbs Gallico,
‘¢ap. 10. '

compares
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compares its effects to thofe of guaiacum,
and recommends it very ftrongly.4 ¥
We fee therefore, that many of its vir=
tues, in venereal cafes, have been carefully

noted by the Europeans; but that they

+ Prodeft decoftum farfie, quemadmodum guaiaci
decoctum, omnibus lue Gallicd inquinatis ; fed quanto
quam illud tenuiorum partium eft, tanto celerils
auxiliatur, potifimum wvero his, quiﬁ-us caput in-
figniter dolet, poftquam guaiaci decodtum ante exhi-
bitum aut parum aut nihil contulit: adde etiam, ut
cuidam placet, ulcera, et circa fedem rhagadia, multo
celerius quam decoftum guaiaci curare, & gumma-
tiones diffolvere, confuevit. Sarfaparilla pollet ad-
verfus eum qui fui natura mitis eft, aut incipit, aut
inclinat, aut i quidem fzvus fuerit, aliis tamen re-
mediis attritus atque fubaltus, hominmem adhuc in-
feftat. Hinc certé vim magnam in morbum Gallicum
habere farfaparilla creditur, utpote quem guaiacum
non fanirit, hec poftca fanat: fanat enim immanem,
quem guaiacum, aut fiquid hujufmodi antea mutavit,
mitigavit atque diffolvit; non fanat vero fi ftatim ab
initio contra illum fumatur: quocirca farfz decoCtum
luem quidem Gallicam evertit; fed quia debiles funt
ejus vires, non nifi mitem, aut incipientem, aut de-
clinantem, aut omnino fi {®va fuerit poftquam aliis
remediis ante demifla devictaque fit, evertit,  Alew.
Trajani Petronii lib. v. cap. 2, & 4

WEre
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were not thoroughly acquainted with
them all: they did not determine . its
powers of extirpating the difeafe though
ever fo intimately mixed with the habit, and
which had efcaped the virtues of mercury
in every fhape: they were ignorant of ‘its
curing the difeafe without confinement,
(*Ceftoni alone excepted) fweating, or a
regimen: though they knew that it
made the {ymptoms difappear, they were
ignorant how to prevent their return:
though they gave ftrong decoltions} of
farfaparilla, yet they all erred in mace-
rating it fo leng in the water before they
boiled it; which fpoils it for ufe the next
day. Nor did they determine accurately
the cafes in which it might be depended
on, and what proportion of the root
would anfwer. Hence it is perhaps, that

® Cefton, vide la Galleria di Minerv. tom. Vi, part 3,
and there, Lettera feritta dall Signore Ceftoni.

Y Nicolaxs Mafja-de morbo Gallicoy cap. 11.
we
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we find them complaining that it hurt
the ftomach, though it is now certainly
known, that, if properly prepared, it 1"4.':.--
ftores the appetite and digeftion even
where the patient becomes heétic, from
a venercal caufe. They were but little
acquainted with its ufe in venereal pains,
and where the bones are affeted ; and yet
it is precifely in fuch cafes that it feems
to thew its greateft efficacy.

Thus it fell into difrepute, and by de-
grees was almoft forgotten, infomuch that
of late fome of our greateft mafiers im
medicine have afferted that its decoc-
tion is no better than barley water.

I would fay therefore, that in this
- ifland, notwithftanding the inconftancy
of the climate, and irregularity of living,
. it will produce the effes that I have
hinted at above in this enquiry, if pre-~
pared and given in the following man-
ner.

To
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To three ounces of the {arfaparills
root, as frefh as it can be procured, not
fpoiled with age, worms, fea water or
moifture, add three quarts of river water,
and bring it to boil immediately in an
open veflel, (I always ordered a copper one)
and let it boil away to two pints of the
ftrained liquor, that is, to about two
pounds averdupois. I fometimes add to it
a little liquorice root, to make it more
palatable. This quantity I give at two or
three dofes, either warm or cold, as it is
moft agreeable, every twenty four hours.
Every other day it muft be made frefh,
and what is not ufed the day it 1s boiled,
muft be kept in a cold cellar. I have
always recommended abftemious living,
particularly with regard to wine.

With relation to this difeafe in children,
it may not be from the purpofe to ob-
{erve, that, on the credit of Harris de

Lue Venerea, I feveral years ago gave it
in
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in powder and in decolion at the
fame time: but hitherto I cannot boaft
of its having radically cured the com-
plaint, probably becaufe mercury had not
heen ufed before, or becaufe the children
did not perfift long enoughin the ufe
of 1t.

I have {fome reafon to believe, but have
not hitherto had experience fufficient to
determine, that thofe rheumatic com-
plaints (I call them f{o becaufe they ap-
pear as fuch) which are fo common, and.
fo ubﬁi;{ate, after a mercurial courfe, may
be cured by ftrong deco&ions of farfapa-
rilla. I give this hint, becaufe thereare

few difeafes that refift more the power of

“medicine than this; fo obftinate indeed it

is, that oftentimes it will not yield to a
{econd mercurial unction.

I {hall conclude with obferving, that the
root confifts of two parts; the firft, which
is thick, dry, hard, and woody; and the

U other,
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other, which Aftruc calls the flagelle,
which grow out of the thick part- to g
great length, and are foft, more fucculent
and mucilaginous. Theformer in deco&tion
is rather difagreeable ; the latter not offen-
{ive, and is the part I would be under-
ftood to mean in this paper; although
I have reafon, from fome trials, to believe

that the woody part is not inferior in

virtue, where the ftomach will bear it; -

perhaps too it might be ufefully combined
with the other; but this I muft leave to
be determined by future experiment,

T H-E E4ANY- D,

N. B. Since the Note on the fwelled tefticie was
printed, (p. 44) I have found, in Dr. Layard’s
¥fay on the Bite of 2 Mad Dog, publifhed i
1762, mention made of the Mumps, with the
Hernia  Humoralis, as a {ymptom having *been
endemical among the Eflex militia quartered  in
the town of Huntingdon, in the months of ch-
bruary, March, and April, 1760.















