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28 Y Defign in this Treatife, is to
¥,k prevent the intermixing of Spe-
LBe culative and chimerical Whim-
%! fies with certain and evident

Truths; by which I uaderftand
fuch things as have the full Approbation
of our Faculties, and confirm’d by Ex-
periments and Obfervations: :

I hope I may be allow’d among {o ma-
ny far more confummate Philofophers,
Phyficians and Criticks, to offer my Mite,
fince a Stander-by may fometimes per-
haps. fee more of  the Game than he that
_plays.it. Efpecially if 1 may be allow’d
to bave a fufficient Knowledge of thofe
Abfolutes, Anatomy, DMateria Medica,
and Natural Philofophy,. which are. ne-
. ceffary to difcover the hidden Sources of
Diftempers, and the Nature of Remedics
proper to remove thofe Diforders. ’

' B Tho’
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Tho’ the taking of Quick-filver in all
Cafes and Circumftances alike, is become
a Fufbion, and has {o far prevailed among
the Populace as to carry with it almoft
an univerfal Approbation and Confent :
And, tho’ Mercurius Alcalifatus is fo mo-
dith a Medicine, and fo much extoll’d by
fome of the Faculty ; as is alfo Agua Ar-
gentea or Silver Water; Yet till we have
fuller Evidence of the Succels of them,
both with regard to the fafety and the
certainty of their entering the La&eals to
mix with the Blood, or what Feats extra-
ordinary they produce in the Duéfus Ali-
mentalis or firft Paflages; we ought to
fufpend our Judgment and not be over
huity in encouraging a Pra&ice which
does not {feem as yet fufficiently {fupport-
ed either by Reafon or Faé. .

For we are told that he that wantonly
tranigreffech in taking what may prejudice
Health, is guilty of a Degree of Sclf-Mur-
der, and a perfeverence therein after felf-
evident Danger is dire& Suicide. And it
1s well known that the beft Remedies have «
their Nocumenta (n2l prodeft, quod ron le-
dere poffit idem) when ill-adminifter’d,
over-doied or abus’d thro’ Folly and Igno-
rance; oome Poifons being fo only by -

their Quantity,

———
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I (hall not only thew the Unreafonable~
nefs of Prefcribing crude Mercury per /e
as a Potion; (in order to be convey’d into
the Blood with any certainty) but fhall
likewife juftly condemn the famous Speci-
fick Mercurius Alcalifatus, and the Silver
Water: And demonftrate which of the
mercurial Clafs raken inro the Body operate
in the Prime Vie, and which be that pafs
the Lacteals, and operate in the moft mi-
nute Recefles of the Body.

Mercury fometimes gets into the Blood
when taken per fe, but the Quantity is un=
certain, for it is per accidens that fome Par-
ticles are render’d {fo minute by the Struc-
ture and Mechanifm of the Ventricle and
Inteftines, as to become fpecifically ligh-~
ter than the inteftinal Fluids, and fufpend-
ed therein, and thereby convey’d into the
Blood. And this is confirm’d by Numbers
daily Experimenting (or impuné ludere de
corio humano) and from the Account we
have of its Effes from its chief * Vota-
ries and Advocates.

Here I may with Archimedes the Geome-
trician (when he had folv’d the King’s Pro-
blem;;) cry out Edgnea. For I have found
out a certain Method of introducing
Quick-filver internally into the Blood (and

A 4 mechani«

-

’ Bellofte and Dover, |



The. PR E FACES

mechanically explain’d the Manner of it)
not fo much by the Affiftance of Agebra,
(reducing phyfical Quantities and Numbers
in the Body of Man, to a Mathematical
Standard ;) But by the help of the Specu-
lative and Praétical part of Chymical and
Galenical Pharmacy, which are undoubt-
edly fome of the moft indifpenfible Quali~
fications of a true Phyfician.

Chymiftry is become exceeding ufeful
in all the Parts of natural Philofophy; to
wit, Speculative Philofophy is made prac-
tical, for at the fame time it explains things,
it actually exhibits them to the Eye. And
this is the Philofophy fo much recom-
mended by the fagacious Verulam. And
itis by means of Chymiftry, that Sir Hfaac
Newtonhas made a great part of his {urpriz-
ing Difcoveries in natural Philofophy, &e.

By this Difcovery we have a proper Suc-
cedanenm inlieu of thofe Mercurial Medi-
cines that have been injudicioufly amafs’d
together, and ought to be expung’d: For
it will anfwer all the Intentions of Cure,
as being render’d Soluble or capable of
Sufpenfion in the Fluids of the Body, and
fubjeted to the Laws of Circulation; and
this, Candidus imperti.

And it will be 2 means to remove fome-
of the moft obftinate chronic Diftempers,
by Virtue of its de-obftruent Power: (but

always
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always obferving the neceflary Rules of
Caution in the Adminiftration of Mercuri-
al Medicines in Heétical and Plethorick Ha-
bits) And, it will prevent the too frequent
neceffity of ufing the extirpating Knife or
impefthume Lancet. For all Tumours,
Puftules, Ulcers, and Difcolorations (are
but the Effeé&ts of fome kind of Obftruéti-
on or other) of whatever Nature or Kind,
by the Ufe of this Medicine may be difii-
pated and remov’d, and the Solids recover
their due Ofcillation, and the Fluids their
Fluidity. |

But I dare not flatter my felf that this
my Labour fhall be exempted from the
ordinary Fate of Cenfure: For there have
been no Truths yet difcover’d, which have
not been queftion’d and oppofed. Such
is the Power of Prejudices and Prepofiefii-
ons, that they will very often bear down
the moft flagrant Evidences of Senfe, and
oblige Men by falfe Glofies even to aflent
to fuch Things as in their own Nature
are real Abfurdities; as may be inftanc’d in
feveral Philofophical Matters.

There is nothing which the Antients in
general held in more Contempt and De-
teftation, than the Judgment of the Po-
pulace. The Statefman refus’d to fubmit
his Defign to it; the Philofopher {corn’d
to have his Opinion canvafs’d by it; nor

would
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would the Poet ever allow it to be the
Teft of his Fancy.
- Herein I fhall copy after ’em by laying
down the many Experiments and Obfer-
vations I have made in order to difcover
the real Properties and Virtues of Mer-
curial Medicines, and fubmit them to
the Cenfure of the moft Illuftrious the
Royal College of Phyficians in London.
For there is no Compofition under the
Sun, which has, or thall come within their
Speculation, but their Cenfure, Difefteem, -
and Contempt will always over-balance.

It may be expected, perhaps, that I
thou’d give an Hiftorical Account of the
Succefs of this new Method of introducing
Quick-filver internally into the Blood;
but inftead of that, having not had fuffi-
cient time to make many Trials, (yet
{ufficient to convince me that it is the
beft Method to exert its Power, in its na-
tive Drefs of any hitherto difcoverd) I
fhall conclude my Preface with the fol-
lowing Motto, '

Nullius in Verba.
Read, Judge, and Try.

T-HIE
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Critical Diflertation
U P (@) N T H E

Manney sf the Prepamrzaﬂ af Mercﬂrml

Medicines, and their Operation in
Human Bodies, &ec.

TedS EDICI N E s have their Rife and
11847/ 59 Declenfions like our Fathions;
V& B2 without any Shew of any true
deomx Principle, either as to the Man-
ner of Preparation and Com-
pofition, or Intention of Cure. But Time
wears out the Figments of Opinion, and
confirms fuch Notions that are grounded
upon true Judgnient and the Nature of
Things.

The Traditiohal Account of the Vlr-
tues of any Drug or Medicine, that is
not confirm’d to us by Experiment and
Obfervation, may be liable to be worn

out by Tirme : Whereas a Judgment of
B Nature;
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Nature, built on the Verity of Things,
will continue as long as Nature it felf.

Tho' Mercury or Quick-filver has long
had a thare in Medicine, {fo as to be
rank’d among the capital ones; yet thofe
Preparations, which are in order to con-
vey it internally into the Blood, retaining
its metalline Texture and Properties, {feem
not to be rightly underftood, and to fall
thort of the Intention: And its Modus
Operandi in its native Drefs, when taken
by the Mouth, has not been fufficiently
explain’d.

And this 1 fhall demonftrate in the
following Difcourfe by Experiments and
Obfervartions; fome of the mercurial Clafs
having efcaped the late Difquifitions and
Improvements in the Materia Medica.
 The juftly admir’d Reafonings and Po-
litenefs of the prefent Age, from the Af-
fiftances of Geometry and Mechanicks,
has diffipated the Darknefs and Obtcu-
rity in Chymical and Galenical Pharmacy,
whereby we are taught the Methodus Pree-
feribéndi, which intirely depends upon a
Knowledge in Chymiftry.

For by Chymiftry we are capable of
forming a juft Rationale, and of judging
what Medicines are foluble in the Fluids
of the Body, and how to render others
{fo: And itis by chymical Experiments

- we




yporn Mercurial Medicines.
we learn the A&ion of one Body upon
another ; and the Effets produced by
thofe A&ions.

It is undeniably true, that the Nature
and Properties of this Metal, when Crude
and in a2 Compound State, and the Man-
ner of its Operation, when admirtted in-
to the * Blood, are accounted for with
fuch Exactnefs and Accuracy, by the
Rules of Mechanifm and the Laws of
Motion, even to the Evidence of a De-
monftration, that there is no room left
to add, or to further illuftrate the fame,

Before I begin with the Manner of its
Preparation, and Operation in  human
Bodies ; T ihall give a fhort Account how
1c is produc’d. The Method of its Pu-
rification, and the difmal Effe&sattend-
ing the Refiners, or thofe People that
work in thofe Mines, and the Precau-
tion they ufe.

Mercury is either found an acual run-
ning Form, in the Mines, and thence
called Virgin Mercury; or elfe it is
forc’d out of mineral Bodies by Diftil-
lation. The greateft part of thefe mi-
neral Bodies are of the Nature of Cin-
nabar, the’ mix’d along with a deal of

B2 grofs

* Vide Dr. Cheyne’s new Theory of Fevers. And
Ds. Mead’s mechanical Account of Poifons.
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grofs, earthy Matter: but others again
are merely ftony. |

The Method of purifying of it from
the Saturnine, Antimonial, Bifmuthine,
or Arfenical Concretions that adhere to
it, is by pafling and repafling of it fre-
quently through Chamois Leather. But
the beft way is by rubbing it well in a
glafs Mortar with Vinegar and Salt, then
~wafhing it off with Spirit of Wine. But
the very beft way of all feems to be by
reviving it out of Cinnabar, Sublimate,
Precipitate, or an Amalgama.

To prove its Purification is by chafing
the Mercury out of a filver Spoon by
the Heat of Fire; and if it leaves no-
thing behind bur a white or yellowith
, Spot, it is thought to be fine and good.
But if it leave any kind of Subftance that
will not evaporate, or a black and dark
Spot in the Spoon, it is adulterated, or
not well purify’d.

The following Account fhews how
noxious and injurious it is to thofe mi-
ierable People condemn’d or hir'd to work
in thofe Mines, and in the Preparation, or
rather Separation of this Metal : If it fixes
upon the Solids, as mufculous or tendinous
Parts, caufes Sorenefs, Lamenefs, &, If
upon the Nerves, caufing Palfies, Spafms,
Contractions, &c, If the Spinalis Medulla,

and
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and the Brain, caufing Convulfions, Apo-
plexies, &c. If upon the Perioffea or
Bones, acute Pains, Sorenefs, Caries or
Rottennefs fucceed, {5¢.

But when the Mercury has once gotten
the afcendant in the Body, their Teeth
drop out, and they foon become Paralytic
and die Heic; and that by increafing the
natufal Difcharges. e

The Precaution they ufe, is to hold a
piece of Gold in the Mouth, to imbibe
the Effluvia (Aurum enim fud naturd at-
trahit potenter Mercurium, ubi etiam lati- .
tantem, & ei fefe immifcet) and intercept
their Paflage into the Body, which Me-
thod toe often proves dbortive, from the
innumerable Particles which efcape into
- the Body (by Infpiration) floating in the
Medium Air.

Hence it is that Aurum Fulminans is
faid to check the Activity of Mercury, fo
as to be ufeful in lowering a Salivation
when there is Occafion. But, though the
Mercurial Efluvia does amalgam with
Gold in the Mouth, yet it cannot be
fufpended in the Fluids of the Body.

The Nature of Hydrargyrum or Quick-
filver has not been hitherto analytically
explain’d; and having eluded the com-

mon Inftruments of chymical Analyfis,

fome would have it to be the moft Sim-.
e ple
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ple of all Bodies, and one of the Elemen-
tary Principles, of which 2 natural or mix’d
Body is compofed.

- Mr. Homberg is of Opinion, that it can-
not be decompounded or reduc’d into
Simpler Parts, not buct that he thinks it
a Compound, but becaufe the Method of
decompounding of it has not been yet dif
cover'd. But Helmont tells us, that it is
nothing but a Mertal join'd to a large
Proportion of a * Saline and Earthy Sub-
ftance, that eafily affimilates with Me-

_tals. But Paracelfys farther fays, that

Mercury is an Element generated from
Sea-Salt. -
This is much confirm'd in the Prepa-

vation of Pracipitatum per fe; for this b
the fole Aétion of the Fire is ful:_)lim’cz
and adheres to the Top or upper Part of
the Veflel, in Form of a Friable, thining
red Needles or Cryfals; (Mercurius fine
uilla additione certi inflrumenti per f¢ re-
digitur in Cinnabarim rubicundiffimam +)
: c

e

* Vide Soliloguium Salium Philipps Finelli, de Sale
Hydrargyronis. ' iy /
1 Vide U_ﬁlﬂf:f. Croll. Bafil. Chym.
: t. Ambrofe Gudfrey (Junior) Chymi
has invented fuch a curious Gla -‘s{*ﬁél ﬁgr t!ii'z[::uuff:
ofe: (EICEEdiH% any hitherto deferib’d) both’ for

: peration, and leffening the ufy
‘Confumption of Mercury during % .

the chparation.
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the Sulphurous Principle being in a great
meafure exhaufted or chas’d Away, the
Saline Principle thoots like fo many Pins
thro’ its Spheres, and thereby deftroys its
Fluidity, The Caufe affign’d by fome, is,
that the Mercurial Particles uniting and
affociating with Fire, form minute Con-
cretions, &e. *

From this Preparation it appears that
Mercury is 2 Compound, and by a pro-
per management of this Sublimate and
the footy Powder * that remains i fundo
after Sublimation; it may be farther ma-
nifefted, and its Principles difcover’d,
though all Attempts hitherto to refolve
Mercury into its component Parts have
prov'd neffectual.

This Metamorphofis or Tran{mutation
of the metallic Proteus, Mercury, is
like all other Preparations of it (by what-
ever means effected) liable to be reftor’d
to its numerical Self: This particularly
by expofing it to the Focus upon Char-
coal, it re-afflumes immediately its me-
tallic Brightnefs and Fluidity, and be-
comes Quick-filver; the Coal having fur-
nifh’d it with the Sulphurous Part or

1 Principle

i, i, —— S & TS ———— e g o e

e o S . T

# The Sulphur extraverted.

7
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Principle (which gives it Fluxility) that
the Fire Had before depriv’d it of, '
' My chicf Aim here, is to enquire into
the' Nature and Manner of the Operation
of Hyvdrargyrum or Quick-filver, (when
current) Mercurius Alealifatus, and Agua
Argentea, in human Bodies; and how
far we may depend upon them in order
to cure Difeafes. . BEr

- Butbefore we proceed we are to thew
the Manner of preparing thefe Medi-
cines: Quick-filver has generally no other
Preparation (after it is come to England)
than what the Druggift is pleafed to be=
ftow upon it; and that probably no more
than pafling it thro’ Leather.  And the
Preparation of § Agua Argentea, is only
boiling Water with a fmall Proportion of
Quick-filver in it. But Mercurius Al-
califatus is prepared as followeth:

¥. Mercur. Crud. per Cor. trajedt. P iii.

 Oculor. Cancror. Preparat. P, v,
M. F. Pulvis bene terendo. g5

This Preparation will require feveral
Hours or Days Trituration before the
iy S : Ingredients

0 Quick-filver boil’d in Water, whereby the Mes-
cury lofes not the leaft eftimable Weight..© =«
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Ingredients are incorporated. Quick-fil-
ver eafily embodies with Mineral Acids,
Sulphur and Turpentine. The former
by virtue of their Acidity, and the two
latter from their confifting of ramous and
flexible Parts.

Moreover it will incorporate with in-
fipid Calxes, (but not with Water by
boiling) but will not indifferently hold
Quick-filver fo long as faline and acid
Bodies; what the Calxes of Gold and Sil-
ver may do, I fhall leave to them that
have made all the Enquiry into the Na-
ture of Metals human Induftry is capa-
ble of. |

It is well known thatit will amalgam
with Metals that deftroy Acids; but if
we take almoft any Galx or Earth not
too dry, you may rub Mercury in it {o
as to lofe Sight of it, and as no one
{hall be able to feparate it but by Fire:

- Every true Definition, according to the
Doétrine of the Philofopher, muft con-
fift ex Genere & Differentid:

But, becaufe we many times want the
eflential or true Differences, it is lawful
for us to fubftitute the Properties: (which,
in my Opinion, are the moft certain
Foundation of all the Knowledge we can
have of Nature, while we can fee onl
a few Links of the Univerfal Chain)

- Therefore,

9
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Therefore, if welook inta the Properties
of Quick-filver, they will lead us into
the Knowledge how it operates in the
Prime Vie, and what is moft likely to
render it liable to enter the Laéfeals, &e.

Its Properties are Simplicity, Volati-
lity, Fluidity, Divifibility, Ponderofity,
fufceptible of the greateft degree of Heat

and Cold of all Fluids, void of Acrimo-

ny, diffolves almoft in all Acids, and
unites its felf with ’em; at leaft with all
mineral Acids.

Its Simplicity is a Property afcrib’d to
it, for want of a Method of decompound-
ing it.

gIts Volatility is not producible by any
lefler Degree of Heat than that of Sand:
Tts Particles being incapable of a fudden
Rarefaétion becaufe of their Solidity.

Its Fluidity proceeds from the Rotun-
dity of its Parts, whereby they feparate
and recede from each other by the{mal-
left Force; cnnfcqucnti, of all Bodies,
it is that whofe parts cohere the leaft, or
are the leaft tenacious.

Its Separability or Divifibility likewife

roceceds from the fame Caufe as that of
its Fluidity: That is, there is {carce
any Cohefion at all, in the Parts of Mer-
cury, therefore the moft fluid of all

Bodies. |
Its
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Its Ponderofity alfo proceeds accord-
ing to the trite Maxim in Phyfick, that
the Matter of Bodies is proportionable to
their Weight; or that Weight of any Bo-
dy is as its Subftance, ‘That is the fpe-
cifick or relative Gravity, by which one
Body is heavier than another of the
fame Dimenfion, is always as the Quan-
tity of Matter under that Dimenfion.

Its being fufceptible of the greateft
Degree of Heat and Cold of all Fluids,
arifes from its Gravity; for the Heat
and Cold of all Bodies, is, ceteris pari-
- bus, as their Weights:

Its being void of Acrimony, arifes from

its Sphericity, Politure or Smoothnefs;
having no Angles whofe Afperity are ne-
ceflary to ad as Stimuli :  And its Pro-
perty of diffolving and uniting with Acids,
from its alcaline Nature.

Out of all thefe Properties already
mention’d there are very few, which with
Shew or Colour of Reafon can produce
any valuable Effe@s, or have the leaft
chance thereunto; and they be Divifibi-
lity, Ponderofity, Frigidity, and its uni-
ting with, and deiftroying of Acids.

From its Divifibility (which is one of
the Chara&terifticks of Mercury) by its
fall into the Stomach, iv may per acci-
dens fly into fmall Globules, and by its

tumbling

11
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tumbling or rolling over the Afcent of the
Stomach into the Duodenum, each of
which may fly again into lefler Globules:
Thus by frequently afcending over the
manifold Gyration or Convolution of the
Inteftines between the Oe¢fopbagus and
Reélum, particularly when it pafles the
Colon, its Spheres may be infinitely re-
duc’d. |

On thefe Confiderations, and the Val-
vule Conniventes, or the Wrinkles and
Plaits - agitating and incorporating it with
the vifcid Se/iva and glandular Juice of
the Stomach and Inteftines, by the con-
ftant and uniform Vermicular or Worm-
like Motion of thofe Parts: So that forne
of the {malleft Particles may become
fpecifically lighter than the Fluids that
enter the invifible Orifices of the Lacteals,
and be fufpended therein; and by that
means, and by its Weight forcing open
the Mouths of the "Laeals, it may be
tranfmitted into the Blood.

- Now we come to confider that of Pon-
derofity, whence follows a more fudden
Defcent .of the Alvi feces thro’ the In-
teftines; and from this Property, it be-
comes a Specifick in the Volvulus or Iliack
Paffion, which is a twifting of the Gut
Tijum, or one Part enters the Cavity of
the Part immediately below or above, and

by
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by this Principle of Gravity it doth fome-
time reduce ’em. Moreover by the fame
Property and that of Divifibility, it will
cure a Coftivenefs whether natural or
acquired.

In the next place we are to confider
its Frigidity, from which Property (when
taken jejuno Ventriculo, or upon an emp-
ty Stomach)a fudden fenfe of Cold; and
thence may arife more frequent Con-
tractions and Vibrations of the Solids (in-
vigorating and promoting the Periftaltic
Motion of the Guts) and this communi-
cated to the Entporium or intelligent Prin-
Ciplﬂ in thﬁ Brain; and thﬂncc Prgpa_
gated to other Parts of the Body; and
where the proper Tenfion or Tone of
the Solids is wanting, it may be of fome
Service.

And laftly, as to the other Property of
its uniting with almoft all Acids, it may
deftroy the Acidity, the Corrofivenefs,
and Pointednefs of the whole Liquors of
the Body, wherever it meets with ’em:
All the other Properties can neither alter
the Animal Humours, nort affeét the Sen-
fible Parts; therefore can have no me-
dicinal Virtues, and no great Matters in
way of Cure can be expetted from ’em:

After we have learnt the Properties of
this Metal, we fhall be better able to ac-

count

3



14

A Critucal D.fﬁ'rmt}an'

count for its Manner of operating, and
how far it may be of fervice in the Dif-
tempers wherein it is {fo highly recom-
mended by its Advocates: The Principal
of thefe are the 4/fhma, Phthyfic; or Con-
fumption from diftemper’d Lungs, the
Stone, Barrennefs, and the Difeafes of the
Stomach and Inteftines. -

That fome of the mercurial Particles
do fometimes enter the Blood, when taken
inwardly per fe, is evident from its fil-
verizing gold Buttons in the Shirt-fleeve,
and other Circumftances. But it is very
uncertain, for we fee Numbers daily ex-
perimenting (or émpuné ludere de corio bu-
mano) and taking great Quantities, wich-
out one fingle Inftance of its raifing 2
Salivation, or fcarce any Symptoms tend-
ing thereto.

Among all the Authors I perufed upon
this Occafion, I met with only one * One
(except. our prefent Quick-filver Contro-
verfy) which informs us that crude Mer-
cury -taken by the Mouth was wont to
raife a Salivation, Sir Theodore Mayerne,
and others, gave to the Quantity of Six
Ounces (in the Miferere mei) at a time,
but we don’t find that it had that Effe&

* Vide liaca Paffio, in a Tranflation from the laft
Edition of Dr. Aliex’s Synopfis Medicine.

or
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or {putative Symptom. And our very
learned and ingenious § Dr. Mead fays,
that he hath feen two Ounces of it given
every Day for one and twenty Days to-
gether, without any Inconvenience at all,
and fo hath many more ||.

Therefore there muft be a Caufe qua-
lified to produce the fame conftant and
immutable EffeGts, @ Caufa per f¢; before
it can be with any Certainty convey’d in-
to the Blood. For what removes all
Doubts, is, that the Quantity of Metal
taken at the Mouth when Crude, may
generally be abftra¢ted from the Excre-
ment. And if we trace Caufes from Ef-
fects, all this will feem chymerical or at
leaft uncertain.

It is an ObjeCtion (already advanc’d)
that the mercurial Particles cannot get
into the Blood in great Quantities, elfe
they would wunite in the Receptaculum
commune, and be incapable of producing
any vifible Effect in the Body. But this
can be of no Force, for Circulation com-
mences at the Lacteals, and the progref-
five Motion is carried on even in the

+ 'Vide Dr. Mead’s Mechanical Account of Poifons.

|| == == Fallopius de Metallis, cap. 27. Gea?m Agri-
cola, Fracaftorius, Wierus, Braflavolul, Euftachius
Rudins, Amatus, Matthiolus opon Diafcorides, &c.

- . Re-
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* Receptaculum Chylz, or common Recep-
tacle. And the mercurial Particles that
are fo very fmall as to be buoy’d in the
inteftine Fluids, and to pafs the invifible
Orifices’ of the La&eals, will be fmall
enough to be fufpended in the Fluids
therein contain’d; till it is convey’d into
the Blood in the Subclavian Vein, &,

- That crude Mercury may cure the
Diftempers already mentioned, and many
more, whofe Caufes' and Sources lie in
the Prima Vie: And may alfo per acci-
dens (fince it fometimes happens to enter
into the Blood) cure thofe Diftempers ari-
fing from vifcid and glewy Juices which
interrupt the Circulation; and the eafy
Performance of the Animal Funétions: Or
thefe proceeding from fome Sharpnefs or
corrofive Quality in the Fluids.

And all this will appear juft and red-
fonable, when it is confider’d thac Lifeé
and Health depend upon the Secretions
being duly performed, and that a proper
Fluidity in the Blood, is highly neceflary
to procure a free and eafy Circulation :
And that Mercury is the moft univerfal
Medicine that will produce this Effeé,
whereby the Veflels are kept always open,
and the Caufes of Difeafes cut off.

* Vide Ke:ll’s Anatomy of the Human Body a-
bridg’d. Page 57, 58.
I
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I am convinced, that crude Mercury
will cure an Afhma Convulfyvum: (or any
other Diforder arifing from the fame
Caufe) which proceeds from a very fharp,
i:mtindg Armoniac Rheum, that inflames;
corrodes, and excoriates the Oefophagus
and Stomach, and convels the great Sto-
machic-Nerves, whence derives this con-
vulfive 4fhma, the Nerves of the Dia-
phragma being likewife convell’d by con-~
fent. And this it doth chiefly by that Pro-
perty of reuniting with, and deftroying of
Acids.

And when admitted inte the Blood, it
may remove Coughs, Phthifics, Re/piratic
Anbelofa, or a Difficulty of Refpiration,
and Afthmas (whofe Caufe lies latent in
the Lungs) for it is manifeft by Infpe&ion
and the Anatomy of tabid Bodies, that
moft Diftempers of the Lungs arife fromt
an Obftruction and Hardnefs of the Glands,
wherewith this Part fo plentifully a-
bounds

And Mercury being endu’d with the
diffolving and deterging Property in an
eminent Manner (which ought to be the
primaryand fole Intention in all pulmonary
Difeafes) it will keep the Fluids in a per-
petual and progreflive Motion, thro’ the
fineft Tubes of the Lungs, &¢. Hence it
is reafonable to believe that it will cure the
C Phthific,

17
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Phthific, or Confumption from diftem-~
per'd Lungs, the Stone, Barrennefs, and
{fome of the Difeafes of the Stomach and
Inteftines. : .

But we ought to illuftrate the Matter
from Philofophy and Experience, for
we know that Speculations or Reflexions
are looked on with fome Diffidence, ’till
there have been fome practical Experi-
ment made of ’em : But there are many
particular Propofitions of eternal and un-
changeable Verity, as in Logick that the
Caufe is always before the Effect in order
of Nature ; in Phyficks, that all local
Motion is by Succeflion ; in Metaphyficks,
that nothing can be and not be at once;
in Mathematicks, that all right Anglesare
equal, &c. Therefore,

In order to proceed methodically, I
{hall lay down fome general Propofitions,
(for 1 dare not give them the authorita-
tive Title of Aphorifins) as a Bafis of the
following Theory: And thence Ifhall de-
duce juft Confequences by way of Corolla-
ry; proving the Truth propofed, by de-
monftrating the Abfurdity or Impofiibility
of afferting the contrary.

Prop. 1. Mercury, whether Crude ot
otherwife tranfmitted into the Blood in
due Proportion, will as certainly raife a
Salivation, as it 1s admitted into it; un-
' lefs




apon Mercurial Medicines.

lefs it thould happen to run off by the
renal, or inteftinal Glands, or thofe of
Perfpiration, (qud datd porta ruif) or either
of them that iappens to be moft patent,
or a Fault in the Formation and Con-
texture of the falivary Glands; and will
be found to pafs by the latter more or
lefs according to the Largenefs or Small-
nefs of the Glands, and wvice ver/a.

Prop. 2. No Preparation of crude Mer-
cury can be tranfmitted into the Blood
by the Laéteals, unlefs its Spheres are fo
divided as to be render’d {pecifically
lighter than the Menfruum or Fluid
wherein it is to be fufpended; and the
Subftance that keepsthe Mereurial Spheres
afunder, of a ready Solution in the Fluids
of the Body.

Prop. 3. No Preparation of Mercury
can be tranfmitted into the Blood inter-
nally, but what is foluble in Agqueous
Menfiruums, for fuch are the Fluids of
the Body.

Prop. 4. All Mercurial Preparations,
whether they be prepared with acid Spi-
rits, Sulphur, Turpentine, or the Teffa-
cea, alter fome of the Properties of the
Metal with its Form,

g5 G r-
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GENERAL CoROLLARY.

From the foregoing Propofitions, it is
undeniably evident, that Mercury taken
by the Maquth in its native Drefs, and
that per fe, cannot be fufpended in the
Fluids of the Inteftines whereby it may
pervade the Lacteals, unles per accidens.
Neither can it by any means’ get into the
Blood, when mixed or blended with the
Teftacea: The former wanting a far
greater Attrition and Comminuction than
that arifing from the Mechanifm and muf-
culous Tunics of the Ventricle and In-
teftines (tho’ its Divifibility and Pondero-
fity doth difpofe it per /e (that fometimes
1t happens) to open and enter the Mouths
of the L:sufha*als}J and the latter being fo
envelop’d and fo clofely retain’d by the
terrene Powder as not to be feparated or
difengag’d but by the help of Fire: And
it being the Property of neither of the
Ingredients to attra Water, its Seat of
Action muft in confequence be in the
Prime Vie. And,

Hence it likewife follows by neceflary
Confequence that, all Mercurial Prepara-
tions, whether they be thofe prepared
with Sulphur, as the Cinnabars, or tbiops,
or thofe prepar’d with Turpentine, as the

L=
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Pilule Barbaroffe wel Geruliee, or Pilule
de Hydrargyrio, Horflii; or thofe of t Bei-
Iofte’s, or indeed thofe of Dr. Turner’s T at
all times, if duly mix’d (in regard to the
Ingredient Mercury) can be of no fervice
in removing any Malady, befides thofe
whofe principal Source is lodg’d in the
firft Paffages, the Ventricle and Inteftines;
(except that of Derivation by their Action
upon the Inteftinal Glands) becaufe only
the moft f{piritous or the leaft vifcid Parts
enter the Blood; and becaufe Refinous
Bodies are diffolvable in Alcokol or Spirit
of Wine, and fulphurous ones are ren-

C 3 der’d

1 Bellofle informs us that his Quick-filver Pills,
during all his Pradtice, never happen’d butonly once to
excite a Pryalifin or a flight Salivation; tho’ he was
wont to give them for fix Months together.

1 Dr.Zurzer, in his Difcourfe on Quick-filver,tells
us, that Turpentine is the Ingredient that He makes
ufe of o incorporate the Quickfilver: But fometimes
in order to difguife or to prevent any Sulpicion, it is
rubb’d with a little Syr. Linson. Adrant. vel de Spind
Cervin. &c. By this laft Method, the Mercurial
Spheres may be difengaged, and fet afloat in the Fluids
of the Body, and be liable to affect the Mourh, &5,
But thefe acid Juices, in form of Syrups, frem to
want the Confiltence and Vifcolity which are requi-
fite to keep the comminuted Mercurial Spheres afun-
dér : what their Acidity may contribute to difpofe
them thereto, we may, gather from its Preparations
with mineral Acids. And it is manifel from Expe-
riments that Acids attraét Water, and occifion the
diffoly’d Patticles to mingle therewith, ,

A |
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der’d fluid and potable by Alcaline Salts,
and thefe are not always, or indeed ar any
time, to be met with in the Body. '

And in Confequence of all thefe Con-
fiderations taken together, perhaps no Phy-
fician of Judgment and Experience, but will
tacitly allow the Truth of this Affertion ;
notwithftanding eftablith'd Forms, and
beaten Paths attractive Power. '

Various Hypothefes have, and may be
form’drelating to the Nature of this Metal :
but we have much more fenfible Demon.
ftrations of its Nature from Experiments,
and its well-known Properties: hence
our Solutions are juft and reafonable, But
left it fhould be faid that we are t00 pre-
cipitate in our Conclufions, afrer having
learnt a few of the Properties of a Body
in its Simplicity or uncompounded State;
we think we have gor all, and impofe it
on our {elves to account for 3]l the Phe-
nomena and Effeéts thereof in a2 Com.
pound State, or when combin’d with
other Bedies. Let us confider ol '

Is 1t not demonftrable, (and that be-
yond Contradiction) that the Knowledge
we have of the Preparation of this Meral
when Hydrargyrum or Quick-filver, is in-
fufficient? For, tho’ it be an active Fluid,
it fnay be quite chang’d as to its Properties,
when blended with other things that are

- pafiive,
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paffive : Therefore we ought to have re-
courfe to the Speculation of the Nature
of this, or that Principle of the con-
creted Body, their feveral Relations one
with another, and their feveral Proper-
ties by which they may be changed, or
are changeable one by the other, before
we are proper Judges of the Nature of
the Compound. = To come to the Point.

In the Preparation of Mercurius Alca-
Iifatus, the levigated and fubtile Powder
being mingled (by Trituration) per minima
with the Mercury ; and by adhering to its
Surfaces, and by thus intervening between
its Spheres, it thereby deftroys s Flui-
dity, and that by changing its Sphericity,
Politure or Smoothnefs (which are fome
of the feveral Requifites belonging to its
Fluidity) into irregular and unequal Sur-
faces.

Mercury confifting of fpherical Par-
ticles, and by this Preparation (to wit,
Trituration) it is only divided into thofe
of themfelves (as being fpherical) and
thofe being cover'd over with the tefta-
ceous Powder; yet being thus . blended
and united, can neither occafion Stimu-

lations, Diffolutions, or any thing thatis .

neceffary to produce a valuable Effect; ex-
cepting that fole Property of deftroying
the Acidity of the Fluids, which 1s the

‘ B 4 Pro-
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Property of both in an uncompounded
State, and that only in the Prime Vie.

We find that Mercurial Medicines vary
their Effects in the Body, only as the
Mercurial Globules are differently com-
bin’d with Salts, and the Points of thefe
more or lefs broken by the Acion of
the Fire, in repeated Sublimations, Tri-
turations, in burning of Spirits upon ’em,
or fuch like Management. . i

There is fomething indeed efficacious
in the faline Preparations, the Mercury
being render’d foluble in the Fluids of the
Body, (by virtue of the faline Ingredient)
fuch as Mercurius Sublimatus Duleis, Pa-
nacea, Pracipitatum Viridis, Mercurius
Vite, Arcanum Corallinum, Turpethum M-
nerale, Pulvis Principes, &, - But thofe
Preparations where Sulphur enters the
Compofition, give nothing perceptible in
that Form. ', g T

And yet they are the Capital Medi-
cines in chronic Cafes, to bredk through
all the glandular Obftruétions, and force
away thofe acrimonious Humours, which
corrode, ulcerate, deform, &¢. But thefe
Preparations are feldom preferib’d per fe,
but rather in conjunction with other
Medicines, perhaps more powerful than
they in curing the Diftemper. |

This
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Thus they are become entitled to fuch
Encomiums as are generally beftow’d upon
them, and for want of a ftrit Examen into
their Properties, whether the Compojitum, or
any Parts or Principles of it, are capable
of Sufpenfion in the Fluids of the Body.

Hence it is that fome of the moft in-
genious and learned Men, have imagin’d
ghat Sulphur bridles the fenfible Appea-
rances and Operations of moft a&ive Me-
dicines: Inftances of which in natural
Bodies, are Antimony and native Cinna-
bar; in artificial ones, Zthiops Mineral,
and Cinnabar of Antimony: In all which
the Mercury is fo bridled up by the Sul-
phur, that none of their fenfible Opera-
tions and Appearances are felt, while
they produce the moft wonderful Changes
on animal Bodies.

- It is obfervable, that the Cinnabars and
Aithiops feem to be una&tive in the Bo-
dy; and that they fuffer no Alteration,
but come off with the Excrements in
their proper Colours: the Mercury lying
dormant in the Sulphur, contrary to the
Opinion of thofe who imagine the Vir-
tues of Mercury to be exalted and raifed
when brought into fuch a State of In-
ativity as renders it incapable of raifing
a Salivation, by being made too grofs, or
infoluble to enter the Laéteal Veflels,
and mix with the Blood. All

e
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All Mercurial Preparations are thought
to diffolve and depurate the Blood, pe-
netrate the utmoft Recefles of the Bedy,
deoppilate the Glands, free from obftru@-
ing Vifcofity, corre¢t the morbofe Juices;
and for thefe Reafons they are prefcrib’d
againft all cuticular Eruptions, St. Ax-

' thony’s Fire, the Itch, Arthritic-Pains,

Afthma’s, Tubercula cruda of the Lungs,
Ulcers and convulfive AffeGions, &e.

Burt upon a due Examen, we fhall find
that all the Preparations, where Mercury
is combin’d with Sulphur, Turpentine,
or the T¢flacea, cannot poflibly enter the
Lacteals, but run untouch’d or fuffer no
Alteration 1n their paflage through the
Inteftines: However the Sulphur may
gently ftimulate their Coats, folicit a
Difcharge of their Contents, and may
be ferviceable by its Subtile Parts, and
likewife the Turpentine.

Both being exceeding penetrative and
active (I mean fome of their Principles)
as 1o pafs the fmalleft Veflel of the
Glands, and to be carried to the laft Sub-
divifion of the Conftitution. The Sul-
phur yields the moft piercing, aétive, and
agreeable Acid in the World: Such as the
Spirit, and Gas of Sulphur, and the like :
And Turpentine affords that fine the-
real Oil which penetrates into the leaft

| and
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and fineft Veflels, and the moft fecret Re-
cefles of the Animal Oeconomy.

This is evident from hence, thofe who
take Sulphur internally, their Clothes are
faid to fmell of it, and the Money in
their Pockets difcolour’d. And how foon
do we perceive all kinds of Turpentine
to alter the urinary Smell of the Urine,
into a fine Violet: Thofe . Subtile and
Athereal Principles by their penetrating
Nature and furprifing Virtues, cure nu-
merous, ftubborn and ubﬂmatc Diftem-

ers.

k Thus by the Heat of the Body only,
thefe fubule Principles by their admira-
ble Faculty, are made perceptible to the
Smell and the Senfe; infinuating into the
fineft Branches of the Arteries by their
Subtilty and Agility, adding Strength in
their Courfe to their moving Fibres, ex-
citing them to Motion, opening Obftruc-
tions in their Way, thruwmg off what
is noxious and fuperfluous by all the
Out-lets.

It is difficult to forefee how the fa-
mous Spec1ﬁck Mercurius dicali tfatus can
be of any Service by way of Medicine to
‘cure Difeafes, whofe Seat are in the Blood
or in the extreme Parts. Since it has
been already made to appear (by the fore-
going Pmpoﬁnons and Corollary) that it

cannot
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cannot pafs the ufual Courfe into the
Ladeals, thro’ all the Meanders of the
Mefentery, the Mercury being {o embo-
died with the other Ingredient (which is
infoluble) fo as not to be feparated with-
out the help of Fire: Therefore render’d
incapable of being fufpended in the Fluids
of t]l:e Body. |

~And it. is demontftrable that neither of
the Ingredients have any Subtile Pares or
Hithereal Principles, to infinuate into
the Blood: Notwithftanding that Bellofte,
with his * Friends and Acquaintance,
wow'd impofe upon us that Quick-filver
s extreme volatile, and that it tranfpires
more than any other Metal, which makes
it common in f#aly to be wore as a Pre.
{ervative againft the Plague, and noxious
Vapours, &¢. But we have none at home
nor abroad fo abfurd as to gainfay that
Crabs-Eyes is not a kind of Calx, Terrg
Mortua, or Damnata, as not containing
any fubtile Principles,

Not unlike thefe Gentlemen, are
thofe with us, who prefcribe Agua Ay-
gentea or Silver Water; imagining that
the Mercury impregnates the Water witch
fuch a wonderful Virtue, tho’ it lofes

nothing

* Mr. Le Blegne, and Mr. Cicopnini.
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nothing perceivable in its Weight: And
to fupport this Chimera, they inftance
the Pilule Perpetuz which is nothing
but Regulus of Antimony, whofe Virtue
either in Form.of a Pill, or by frequent
Infufions, has been imagined to be inex-

hautftible §."

But Water canndt be impregnated

with the Mercurial Spheres by boiling
Quick-filver therein; for the Heat of
boiling Water is infufficient to rarify its
Particles, and tho’ all Bodies are faid,
when put into boiling Water to conceive
a Heat, ceteris paribus, in proportion to
their feveral fpecifick Gravities, but Mer-
icury alone is excepted upon account of
its Fluxility, as not being able to ftand
the A&ion of a ftrong Fire, &.

But it may by way of Eflay be pro-
pofed whether the Mercury by Kirkrin-
gius’s Method of diftilling it into a Li-
quor or limpid Water per /2, may not by
that means be f{ufpended in common
Water, its Particles being diffufed and
render’d fo very minute, and {pecifically
lighter than thofe of Water: The Wa-
ter to be impregnated being put into the
connected Receivers, | Burt,

t Vide Boerbaave’s New Method of Chymiftry,

Lranflated by P. Shaw, M. D. and E. Chambers,
Gent. P. 3. P, 306.

Y
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But the common Method, to wit,
by boiling, can never effet it by the moft
intenfe Fire: Becaufe Water by applying
the greateft Degree of Fire, cannot con-
ceive a Heat above the common Stand-

- ard *: And if the Experiment was made

in a Balneum Marie Claufumh, or Papine's
Digeftor; whereby it is faid the Water
becomes more intenfly Hot; yet it can-
not be effected becaufe of the Fluxility
and Inftability of the Mercury prevent-
ing its Rarefaétion, &, :
Is it not therefore obvious, abfurd and
ridiculous to imagine that Quick-filver
doth continually emanate by Irradiation
or atomical Effuviums? For 1 know of
no Volatility it has befides that, upon
Divifion of its Spheres by the impelling
Force of Fire increafingthe Number of
each Particle by Rarefa@ion, 1nto an in-
finite. Number; and thereby rendering it
fpecifically lighter than Air it felf? But
when thefe rarify’d Parricles are con-
denfed and brought together again (by
the | Pelican, or fuch like Veflel, which
is illuftrated by the Preparation of Pre-
cipitatum per fe:) it immediately re-af-
{umes

* Boiling the Standard of Heat. s
t A Pelicar is a Veflel whereby Diltillatfon and
Cohobation are both carried on at the fae time.
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fumes its metallic Brightnefs and Fluidi-
»ty retaining its numerical Self. For,
The Fire cannot immediately change
or alter its Texture, but by repeated
Impulfes, when confined in a proper Vef-
fel (then it will chafe away ang extra-
vert its Sulphurous Principle) otherwife
it wou'd go off in a Vapour, which fhews
-~ its aptitude to feparate into fimilar or in-
tegral Parts, andits extreme Divifibility
only: Therefore how unreafonable it is

to urge and aflure, that it tranfpires, or

that it has any fuch Subtile Parts or Prin-
ciples in its Compofition (when Sand
Heat can fcarce feparate or difengage any
of ’em) as will pafs off in Steams, &e.

by the Heat of the Body only, and thence

become a Prefervative againit the Plaguc
and noxious Vapours, &.?

Neither Reafon nor the Knowledge of
the Nature of Things cou’d direét us
to make choice of Quick-filver and
Crabs-Eyes, and blend ’em together in
order to be a Specifick, and the princi-
pal Ingredient in Scorbutick, Rheuma-
tick, and Venereal Cafes; and to be cry’d
up as an infallible Medicine even in an
Hernia Varicgfa, and in a Tumefa&ion
of the Teftes arifing in a Gonorrboea™ ; it

' not

4, The Cafle of a noble Lord.
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not being in the leaft fubjected to the
Laws of Motion, which is neceffary to
convey it to the intended Seat of A&tion.

That Medicines cure Diftempers by
caufing different Impreffions upon the
Stomach only, is not difficult to appre-
hend, if we confider how that in fome
Manner all Senfation is nothing but

- touching feveral Ways diverfify’d, and it

is allow'd by all, that whatever Senfa-
tion there is in the extremity of the Fi-

“bre the fame there is at the Origin of it

in the Brain. :

Thus by impreffing a brisk Touch on
the nervous Tunics of the Stomach, they
being exquifitely Senfible; - the Force of
the Medicine is thence derivid on to the
minute Fibres, Membranes, Nerves and
Brain, and fo very readily to the Hearr,

Arteries, &c. by its Appendixes the

Nerves. For the Nerves, whofe one Ex-
tremity is terminated at the common Sen-
fory in the Brain, the other is interwo.
ven into every Point of the Scarf-skin,
the Membranes, the Coats of the Vel
fels, the Mufcles and the other fenfible
Solids of the Body.

Befides what I have already faid, if
we do but confider the great number of
Nerves, which is about the upper Orifice
of the Stomach, renders it very Senfible,

infomuch
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infomuch that Yan Helmont thought that
the Soul had its Refidence in that Part,
And from thence proceeds the great Sym-
pathy betwixc the Stomach, Head, and
Heart. e o

That a great many Sudorific, Anti-
febrific, Anodyne, Cardiac, and Cephalic
Medicines, operate or have their Seat of
Aéion in the Prime Vie, particularly the
Stomach, will appear from the following
Obfervations : Tho’ Medicines and Medi-
cal Operations have place chiefly on the
Fluids, yet the Solids being the proper
Inftraments of Life and Animation, may,
by caufing different Senfations therein,
produce diverfify’d Effeéts on the Fluids
therein contain’d,

1. We fee People prefently {weat upon
eating Vinegar, or Lemon-juice (which

are fome of the principal Ingredients in.

our Aqua Theriacalis) and that by con-
tracting the Fibres plentifully, and that
communicated to the common Senforiun:
in the Brain, and thence univerfally pro-
pagated, whereby by thefe vellicating
Shocks the milliary or fudorific Glands are
comprefs’d, forcing thro’ what is in rea=
dinefs to pafs.

2. A large Dofe of the Cortex, taken

about an Hour before the Return of an.

Ague-fit (in which time it cannot get out
D o33 of
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of the Stothach, néither to enter nor ¢ir-
culate with the Blood) will prevent its
Return, and that by bracing the Veflels
and penning up the Humours, and pre-
venting the Eruption of the obftruéted
morbid Matter into Aétion.

. 3. In like manner do Opiates, by cauf-
ing a pleafing and agreeable Senfation in
the Stomach, inftantly remove any un-
grateful Senfation, allay twitching upon
the Membranes of the Lungs and Bowels,
and compofe the Diforders of the Womb,
or Hyfterical Affections, that arife from
too titillating, or too uneafy Senfations,

- or any other uneafy or difagreeable Senfe.

4. Hence it is, that what in a proper
Senfe 1s a Cordial muft be alfo a Cepha-
lic, asthe Head has the principal Share
in agreeable Senfations. And indeed in

fome refpets whatever is grateful to the

Solids inany Parc, may be term’'d Ce-
phalic, fince the Head is the Origin, and
the Seat of the intelligent Principle:
whereby as it partakes of their Uneafi-
nefles at a Diftance, fo ic alfo very agree-
ably fympathizes with cheir Releafement
therefrom. : |

We find that fome Drugs or Simples
have their Vircues exaleed by blending
therewith another Ingredient, and there
be others, whofe Virtues are likewife im-

prov’d
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provid by taking away er depriving ’em’

of their una&ive Principles, wherein the
active ones are too clofely retain’d or
wrapp’'d in : And there be others that are
not improv’d by either adding or taking
away. But the Ingredients that compofe
the Specifick, Mercurius Alcalifatus (par-
ticularly the Mercury) inftead of being
improv’d by being blended together, are
marr’d.

The firft of thefe is apparent in fweet
Sublimate, or Calomel, that is, Mercury
embodied with acid Salts. The next in
Preparations of Antimony, and particu-
larly in the Mercury Precipitate per fe’s
whereby the Metal is deprived of its Sul-
phur, and has left in it #los aculeos, its
native Salts expoftd to a& as Stzmuli, not
unlike thofe adventitious Salts in the
Preparation of fweet Sublimate.

But the Afperity of their Angles are
not fo acute and pungent, and thence
milder in Operation, and the Texture,
Nature and Properties of the Metal are
not quite chang’d. Therefore it is fupe-
rior and more excellent than all the chy-
mical Preparations of Mercury hitherto dif-
cover'd in thofe Diftempers arifing from
an acid Caufe, whether they proceed from
too languid a Motion of the Fluids, or

from the Aliments; becaufe it retains its
D2 edul-
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“edulcorating Quality, befides thofe of

gravitating and vellicating, which none of
the other faline Preparations do.

And the latter are the Cortex, Rhubarb,
and a great many more, which we find
by Experience anfwers better in Subftance,
than when their Textures are alter’d by
any means. Refinous Tintures and Ex-
trats ought to have their proper Salts,
which Nature has endu’d them with ;
they being better able to diflolve their
own refinous Parts (than by a Menftruum,
by the help of any other Salt) that both
may be drawn and fufpended in an aque-

ous Menfiruum, the Fluids of the Body.

For when refinous Subftances are taken
up in a vinous f{ubtile Spirit they are
depriv’d of their proper Salts, and by a
Mixwure of an aqueous Liquor, they are
let ‘fall again. To conclude, moft of the
Properties of Concretes are alter'd and
chang’d with their Textures.

- When all this is fumm’d up, to wit,
the different ways Medicines aftect our
Bodies, and the Nature, or eflential Pro-
perties of the Anchora Salutis, or Mer-
curius Alcalifatus ; it may be reafonable
to conclude thart all Propofitions, Axioms,
Problems or Theorems, or any Geome-
trical or Mechanical Method whatever,

to account for the manner of its Ope-

raton,
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ration, befides that of an Abforbent (and

that in the Primae Vie) ate all thrown

away ; for it is not in the leaft {ub-
jected to the Laws of Motion, neither
can it influence or affet the fenfible
Parts. The like may be faid of Aqua
Argentea, which in order to make fure
work with this Powder, is prefcribed pro
communi - potu.

Having hitherto been inveighing againft
the Ufe of fome of the Mercurial Clafs,
~as being amafs’d contrary to Reafon and
the Nature of Things, it is but reafon-
able to expeét that we fhould here fub-
fticute a proper Succedaneum in licu of
’em: And that we fhall do by compound-
ing the Mercury with fuch Subftances
as are confonant to the general Propofi-
tions laid down, of whofe Evidence we
may be abfolutely certain, and from
whence we have inferr’d a Chain of Con-
clufions equally as certain.

R Conf. fruét Cynofbat. P. iii.
Hydrargyr. puriffim. P. iL.
Syr. Altheee Fernel. q./.

M. agitetur miftura in mortario vitreo vel
lapideo, ad feparationem totalem Hydrar-
gyri.

There are Two Ways of applying

crude Mercury to raife a Salivation s

- 3 : the

37
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the One external, by mixin%it with {fome
vifcid Matter to divide its Spheres and keep
‘emafunder. Thenitismix’d with Axungiaor
Swines Greafe (into an Unguent) to deftroy
the Vifcidity of the Matter which held
the Mercurial Spheres afunder, and to re-
lax the cutaneous Glands, whereby they
are render’d more patent and diftratile,
and the Mercurial Particles being thus
loofely interfpers’d thro’ the Compound,
might the more readily enter the Pores
of the Skin upon Fri&ion. ! :

The Manner of introducing it inter-
nally into the Blood, with any Cerfainty,
hath lain undifcover’d till this Day: And
the Difcovery of that of Un&ion to raife
a Ptyalifm, was owing to Chance, to wit,
a Phyfician of Bologne, having read in
Avicenne and Mefne two Arab-Authors,

per for the Lepra, and fome kind of Puf-
tules, particularly the Scabies, or the Itch;
had a mind to try it in a Pocky-Itch: a Sali-
vation was thereupon unexpeétedly raifed,
and the Patient cur'd not only of the
Ttch, but of his Pox. The fame Arab-
Authors obferv'd, that they who drink
crude Mercury in a large Quantity re-
ccivid no hurt. And when taken in’lefler

Dofes, 1t was not attended with any In-
convenience. -

The



uponr Mercurial Medicines.

The Mercury readily ingorporates with
this Mixture : But the Conferve ought to
be made from the Pulp of Hips when
become mellow. And the Syrup ought ro
have fome Gum Arabick and Figs in its
Compofition, to anfwer the Intention of
B#ﬁrﬁww, during a Salivation, to relax
the Glands, and to render them yielding,
pliable and diftractile with Ptian or
Decoctum Peétorale. But fpecial Care muft
be taken to keep due Confiftence, a very
fmall Portion of the Syrup to render the
Conferve agitable, and not to deftroy its
Glutinofity, increafing or diminithing the
Proportion of Mercury to that of the
Conferve, according to the Intention of
the Prefcriber.

When it is thus compounded, it may
be kept in the Shops for extempora-
neous Practice, it being a proper . Ba-
Jis for moft of our Ele&tuaries, Bolus’s
and Pills, in what Cafes foever, where
either the Cinnabars or Zthigps were
judg’d proper; which I think is a fuf-
ficient Encomium. And moreover it is
very agreeable and palatable, pleafant,
and grateful to the Tafte, which is but
a' {fmall Recommendation indeed; but
when I fay it corres, fuccefsfully and
moft efficaciouflyand fuddenly, all Taints
proceeding from the venereal Virus, the

| D4 Lues,
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Lues, the Itch, Leprofies, fcorbutic, and
{crophulous Ulcers ; thefe and all cuta-
neous Foulnefles, it radically extirpates,
and almoft all Diftempers arifing from
fizy Juices.

The Manner how crude Mercury is
fometimes per accidens convey'd into the
Blood by the Lacteals, is at prefent pret-
ty much canvafs’d. But the Mercury
being prepar’d after this manner, there is
a Caufe qualify’d to produce the fame
conftant and immutable Effects, ¢ Caufa
per Je s whereby it may with Certainty
be convey’d into the Blood internally.
- And in Confirmation thereof, and to
prevent or obviate Scepticifim, this Elec-
tuarium Polychreflum (as 1 may juftly call
it) taken from two Scruples to a Drachm,
twice or thrice a-day, and that for few
Days fucceflively, it ‘will occafion 2 fetid
Breath, a Sorenefs of the Mouth and Gums,
and it perfifted much longer will raife 2
Salivation, the Exceptions in Propofition
the firft being excepted. |

Hence it appears too difficule a Task,
to reduce the juft Quanticies and Propor-
tions of crude Mercury admitted into the
Blood, in all Bodies, to an exadt Calcy-
lus 5 or to lay down a general Maxini,
which will hold good with refpet to al}
Conftitutions, And to dire the Courfe

of
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of the Mercury to promote or increafe
any one Secretion as that of Salivation,
by retarding or retaining another, is the
work of a judicious and experienc’d Phy-
fician. ‘But when neither of thofe Ex-
ceptions that are excepted, do fruftrate its
conftant and uniform way of acing, it is
fact that it will raife a Salivation, &r.

Therefore what remains is, that we
account how the Mercury ‘being thus
compounded enters the Lacteals, and is ca-
pable of Sufpenfion in the Fiuids of the
Body. To proceed:

When the Mercury is very minutely
and infinitely divided and incorporated
with the other Ingredients, and that ' by
agitating and pounding, the Globules are
feparated and placed beyond the Spheres
utP Attraction, or fo envelop’d therein, or
the Vifcofity and Glutinofity of the Con-
ferve, s fuperior to that of Attraction,
whereby they cannot fegregate, join and
cohere; for the Mercurial Spheres, when
they approach and touch, or are come to
feel each other attractive Power, will on
Contat immediately join. And,

Though the Particles of Mercury are
fo clofely retain’d by the other Ingre-
dients, yet upon the Approach of Wa-
ter (or any aqueous Fluid) there is a
mutual Attraction between the faccharine

or

4I
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or * Saline, and mucilaginous Ingredi-
ents and the aqueous Fluid; the having
a natural Difpofition to attrat and join
with each other (It being the conftituent
Chara&er of a Saline Body to be difio-
luble in Water, and Warter is likewife
the beft Menftruum to diffolve Mucilagi-
nous and Gummy Subftances.) Hence a
ready Solution of the Compound, and
the Mercurial Spheres are thereby difen.
eaged, extricated, or unintangled; and fet
afloat in the Fluids of the Stomach and
Inteftines, and therein {u{pended.

Parely and chiefly becaufe Mercury,
upon Divifion of its Spheres their Gra-
vities decreafe in a triplicate Proportion
of their Diameters; but their Superficies
only in a duplicate; and upon another
Account the Particles of the Fluids in-«
tervening keep them from Conta&, The
mutual Attractions of its Spheres. being
infufficient to drive the Particles of the
Fluids out of their Places, that the at-
iracting Mercurial Particles may con-
gregate, fociate, and unite. And this is
apparent when Water has got amongft
the Spheres of Quick-filver, that they
will not eafily unite. Be-

* Vide Dr. Slare’s Vindication of Sugars. The
Figure of the Salt or Cryftal of Sugar, is a Prifm
having T'wo Bafis oppofite, equal, and parallel; the
other are Parallelograms. '
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Befides what has been already faid, it
may be fomething more than a bare
Hypothefis, that the Conferve or any other
vifcous Pulp, by adding a greater Con-
fiftence to the Fluids, particularly our
potable Liquors, and thence a greater *
Refiftance. (Water may diflolve all Bo-
dies, even the heavieft and moft com-
pa&, as Metals; inafmuch as they are
capable of being reduc’d into a Saline
Form:) That is, caufing the Cohefion
of the Parts of the Fluids equal to the
Excefs, which there is of fpecifick Gra-
vity in thofe comminuted Mercurial
Particles above the Fluids: Thus it im-
pregnates the Chyle with its infinice
{mall Particles, and by its Weight forc-
ing open the Mouths of the Lacteals, it
is convey’d into the Blood, meetipg in
its Paffage with the gelatinous Lympha
(which is vifcous and clammy when
cold) and after that the ferum of the
Blood, which is ftill a mucilaginous
Fluid of equal if not of greater denfity,
confequently mayeafily be buoy’d therein.

The Porofity of Water (which is the
common Bafis of all Fluids excepe
Mercury) is fo very great, that there is

at

* Corporis refiflentia provenit amaterie quantitate.
Elementa Medicine Archibald. Pitcairn. Prop. XXX,
t Hales’s Ghymio Statical Experiments. P, 195,
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at leaft forty times as much Space as
Matter in it. (For it is obferved that
when Salt is infufed in Water, it does
not fill the Veflfel in proportion to its
own bulk; whence it follows that there
muft be fome little Spaces between its
Particles, to admit thofe of the Salt.)
Therefore its denfity may be increafed,
by having its Spaces (which are fo large
as to be pervious on all Sides) impleted
or filled with this vifcous and faline
Matter : The Particles wherewith  the
Element was before impregnated, to wit,
that of the Grape or Barley, had not fo
faturated it as not to be capable of re-
ceiving any more Matter. By thefe
means the Mercurial Particles may be
{fufpended in the Chyle, enter the Lac-
tealsy, and pervade the whole Habit.

It is the Opinion of a great many, that
if they cou’d but load the Blood with
Quick-filver, without any fenfible Ope-
ration, as that of Salivation: that it
wou'd remove the moft obftinate Dif-
eafes. But thisis not feafible, neither by
the help of Sulphur, nor even by any
Preparation of Gold; unlefs they could
deprive it of its fpecifick Gravity (which
1t will retain in all Forms) by which
infeparable  Property it produces the
Eitect. .+

What
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What has put Phyficians  upon this
way of Thinking and Experimenting was
a {mall Treatife of a French Phyfician
M. Chicoyneau, Chancellor of the Uni-
verfity of Montpelier, where he doth en-
deavour to prove, that a Salivation it felf
contributes nothing to the Cure of the
Lues, but is rather prejudicial thereto;
and that the Salutary Effes of Mercu-
ry are independent of any Evacuation at
all; and that ita&s purely as a Specifick.

*Tis without Reafon, therefore,- he
urges that Venereal Patients are put to
the Torture of a Salivation, fince the
full Effe& of the Medicine .is had wich-
out carrying Matters to that Extremity.
“The Salivation being only an Accident to
‘the Cure, which is effectually obtain’d
by a Mercurial Unguent rubb’'d on the
Joints in fuch Quantities, and at fuch
“Intervals, as not to raife any Salivation.
He fupports the* whole by the Experi-
ence of Forty or Fifty Cures wrought in
one Year by this New Method.

In Anfwer to which the late learned
and experienced Phyfician Dr. Friend, in
his Hiftory of Phyfick, tells us, that ““ Not-
« ywithftanding all the different Methods,
« which the moft skilful Phyficians have
« artempted for above two hundred Years,
« and all the bold Aflurances the Preten-

: ders
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¢ ders to Noftrums and Specificks have
“ given out, I may fill venture to fay
¢ that the moft effeual Cure in the
“ Judgment of thofe who underftand it
* beft, is, when the Ewvil is very malig-
“ nant and inveterate, by Salivation; and
“ not only fo, but that Experience has
““ fhewn us, that a Salivation rais’d by
“ Un&ion, anfwers more certainly, in
<« fuch terrible Cafes, than one produc’d
“ by internal Medicines. Give me leave
“ to conclude with another Remark, that
“ the great Effe, which Mercury has in
* curing this Difeafe, lies chiefly, if not
X Tolely, .in promoting the Flux.”

“ For tho’ great things have been
« faid of Unéion and other Mercurial
““ Applications, efpecially of late from
*¢ Montpelier, even when they have pro-
“ duced no Salivation-at all, or at leaft a
“ very imperfet one, there is reafon to
“ fufpect fucha Cure as this wou’d be
““ only palliative.”

“ However we are fure the very fame
¢ Method has been often try’'d among
“ our {elves, but feldom or never found
“ upon the beft Obfervation to fucceed;
“ upon the whole, ‘whatever Boafts haye
““ been made in thefe later times, of find-
““ ing out a more infallible Art of Curing,
“ I am perfuaded it wou’d be the moft

‘“ fecure,
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“ fecure, as well as.the moft honeft way
« to tread in the Steps of our Anceftors;
“ who, among good Remarks they have
“ left us concerning the Venereal Diftem-
“ per, have fet this down as one, that
“ the freer and latger the Salivation is,
“ the more effectual and lafting is the
% Cure.’

That the Salutary Effects of Mercury,
are not independent of any Evacuation
at all, will no doubt appear when the
Thing is examin’d after Sanétorius’s Me-
thod: For it frequently increafes the uri-
nary Difcharge, and other fenfible Excre-
tions, and probably occafions the Glands
of infenfible Perfpiration to fecern more
likewife. And that it doth not a& pure-
ly as a Specifick, may be juftly queftion’d,
from Cures wrought by Calomel and Mer-
curius Dulcis (or it muft be granted that
it may be effected either way) which are
Mercury diffolv’d by the Acid of Vitriol,
and its Spheres become permanent and
fix’d, by this Pontick Liquor, or Acid
Salt; and fo f{aturated with it as not to
be able to receive any more, unlefs it
can be prov’d that it may be impregnated
(as Water) with fome Sales of di%ferent
Species or Figure, after being faturated
with another kind.

Till
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Till then, it cannot be fuppofed that
thefe worka Cure by Abforbing, Obtund-
ing, and Blunting the Points of the F7rus
or malign Sales; (ords it were fheathing
or wrapping them up in fome of the Par-
ticles of the Medicine) But rather fecret-
ed and carried off by the Emun¢tories, by
virtue of the noble Evacuators: which
by dilating the fine capillary Channels
and increafing the Impetus and Motion of
the Fluids, they deterge and expel the
morbifick Matter.

But granting that crude Mercury per=
formsa Cure purely asa Specifick; as no
doubt it doth in part, tho’ not folely, is con-
firm’d from the * Obfervation of a Saliva-
tion being raifed by crude Mercury, anfwers
more certainly: But to obviate the Ob-

je&ion, it is faid that the internal Exhi-

bition of Mercurials are thrown off by the
greater. Out-lets, becaufe they circulate
only thro’ the greater Blood-Vefilels : And
that, that by Inunction doth immediate-
ly infinuate it felf into the fmalleft Capil-
lary ones, where its Virtue and Efficacy
1s moft wanted. Therefore this extraor-
dinary Effe&, is chiefly afcrib’d to the
Manner of introducing it into the Blood,
and not to a Specifick Virtue in the

Mercury. R And

* Vide Dr. Friend's Hiftory of Phyfick. Vol. 2.
Page 384. .
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And moreover, it is manifeft from Rea-
fon and Matter of Fa&, that Calome! and
Mercurius Dulcis, given in {mall Dofes,
and due Intervals, (by which means they
gradually pervade the {malleft Capillary-
Vefels) have likewife perform’d great
Cures ; tho’ the Mercury and acid Salt are
in a Conjun& State, and which have af-
fumed neuter Faculties not to be depre-
hended in either Singular; the Mercury
being deprived of its alcaline Property. For,

The other Ingredient (to wit, the acid
Salt) is fo eminent in the Aftrictive (by
virtue of its Acidity) that in Hemorrbages
both internal and external, it performs
what other Reftringents or Emplaflicks
fail in. And Quick-filver aims at no other
than its Weight or Gravity (unlefs that of
deftroying the corrofive Faculty of the
Liquors) is capable to produce; by which
fole Property it will do wonders in the
Cure of Difeafes. And upon its Coalition
with an acid Salt (as in the Preparation
of Calomel, &c.) it will remove moft ob-
{ftinate Difeafes by Vomit, Stool, Urine,
Sweat and Salivation.

The Manner of crude Mercury’s pro-
moting Secretions is not after the ordinary
Mode, but different from all other Medi-
cines. For moft, if not all, by virtue of
the faline Principle that enters the Com-
pofition, by its Subuility or attenuat-

ing
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ing Power, that is, thinning the Fluids,
or by the Action of which Principle upon
the excretory Glands, contra&ing and
fqueezing ’em. But this, confifting of
fpherical Particles, cou’d never occafion
thofe Stimulations, or attenuate primarily
the * Fluids, either of which Properties
are chiefly and generally the Caufg that
produces thefe Effects. =~ |

Therefore it muft be folely produc’d
by the Momentum of its Gravity caufing a
greater Velocity of the Fluids; Quick-
filver being (by Computation) fpecifically
heavier than Blood, nearly as Thirteen to
One, .aéts in proportion with a ftronger
Impulie (— partiumque fluentium motus, in
datd proportione ad gravitationem, vel au=
getur vel minuitur.) and increafes the Se-
cretions atall the Glands of the Body.

For the Quantity feparated in every
Gland is in a compounded Proportion of
the Celerity of the Fluids at the refpec—
tive Orifices ; and the Orifices them{felves
of the feparating Canals: Hence it is that
it diffolves univerfally the' Cohefions of
the Blood, and equally and indifferencly
increafes the Quantity of every Secretion,

One great Objetion againft the Ufe of
crude Mercury, 1s, that the heavy Particles -
of itare apt to lodge in the Interflices of

the"

* Vide The Preface to my Differtation on the U}r" '
ration of CQhalybear Medicines.
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the Fibres and Cells of the Bones, for
want of being endu’d with a proper /-
mulus. For the feveral Preparations of
Mercury that are intimatély combin’d
with Salts, will, by the Irritation of thefe,
be eafily and fully thrown out at the Or-
gans of Secretion, till the Blood is quite
difcharg’d of its Load. _

Inftances of which we have from Nic,
Fontan. and likewife from FEuftachius
Rudus, who fay, that fome Bodies have
been diflected, in which no fmall Quan-
tity of Quick-filver hath been collected
in the Interflices of the Mulcles, and Ca-
vities of the Bones, from the Unéion in
the Lues Venerea, who notwithftanding
have liv’d many Years after the Unéion
in perfe&t Health. . _

And I'am inform’d by an expert Chy-
mift, that he, in drawing the Spirit,
and volatile Salt, from human Skulls;
found Quick-filver in the Recipient after
Diftillation, which was lodg’d in the
Pores and Laminz of the Skulls. And the
very learned and ingenious F Dr. Mead;
has found once fome Quantity of it in the
Perineum of a Subjet that was takén from
the Gallows for a Diffection.

We have from good Authorities, as
well as our own Experience, the il Ef-

E:2 felts .

s

4 Vide Dr. Mead's Nlechanical Account of Poitons.
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fe&ts of crude Mercury both inwardly and
outwardly ; but generally it is through an
improportionate Dofe, or the unskilful
Preparation; and I do think that we may
judge it innoxious, if convey’d into the
Body by the Mouth, a pure Spanifh, or
Hungarian Cinnabarin Mercury, that is,
in puris naturalibus (not impregnated with
malign Bodies, fuch as Arfenical or Bif-
muthal Atoms, &¢.) and that by the Ad-
vice of the learned and skilful in the Pro-
feflion: but not to be given prepofteroufly
by Empiricks, and at random. And,

We have in the Hiftory of Phyfick a
great many Inftances of its pernicious Ef-
fects by its lodging in feveral Parts of the
Body ; but the only extraordinary one, isthe
|| Cafe of the ingenious Dr. Francis Fuller,
who upon wearing a Quick-filver Girdle,
for the Cure of the Itch, (and that after an
inconfiderate and rath manner) was brought
under a violent Spafmodick Diftemper,
which was fuppofed by himfelf and others
to be owing to fome Mercurial Particles
lodg’d in fome excretory Dués of the Brain.

But it may be reafonable to imagine the
Diftemper to proceed partly or jointly from ,
that Pforadick Salt, which the Mercurial
Particles had repelled and united themfelves
thereto, and were tranflated upon the Me-

ninges

P

| Vide The Appendix to his Medicina Gymnaftica,
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ninges of the Brain, and its Appendixes,

the Nerves. :
Though Quick-filver has been often

found in the Interflices of the Fibres, and
Cells of the Bones when tranfmitted into
the Body ab extra: Yet to obviate the
like Objection when it enters the Body by
the Laé&eals (where Circulation com-
mences) it is inftantly carried on by the
Force of Circulation till it pafles off by
fome of the Out-lets.

But when it is forc’d into the Blood
through the Sides of the,Cuticular Arte-
ries, fome Particles may get into the fnfer-
ftices of the Fibres, infinuating and pene-
trating the Subftance of the Nerves and
Solids, which will alter their whole Sub-
ftance and A&ion, and fo caufe Spafmo-
dick Diftempers, or even an univerfal
Palfy.

Whether this is conclufive, I fhall not
take it upon me to determine: But we
have reafon to believe that in a fhort time
(from fo many experimenting) we fhall be
better acquainted with the good or bad
Effe@s of this Mineral ; and whether at
any time its heavy Particles do lodge in
any Part of the Body, as the Cellule or

 Veficule adipoj, or the Interflices of the
Fibres, and Pores of the Skin, &¢c. when

taken by the Mouth.

E 3 And
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. And that without being detrimental
to the animal Fun&ions. For altho’ the
‘Fumes of this Mineral recewv’d by In-
(piration, may be very injurious; and caufe
immediate Death; yet the Heat of our
Bodies is not fufficient to diflodge or dif-
engage any of its Principles, or caufe it
active Spheresto alcend in Vapour, Haisﬁmj
or Smoke, &c.

That Mercury may be prepar’d {o as ta
approach the neareft of any thing in Na-
ture to (the Defiderata, or) what has been
fo much defir'd, an Univerfal Medicine
fuited to the Cure of all Difeafes, will ap-

ear when it is confider’d that the Animal
ody is nothing but a Machine, whofe
A&ions and Motions are all perform’d by
Fluids{ecern’d from the Blood, and that Se-
grerionis the Spring of; allAmma] Funé&ions,

I fay therefore, fince Life and Healch
depend upon the decretions, (fo likewife
muft all D_ifﬁ_afes, which are {aid to.be uni-
verfally in the Blood, and many of thofe
which affect partu:ular Parts) and fince the
principal Effe& of Mercury is to diffolve
univerfally all the Cohefions of the Blood,
and like a Mafter-key, opens Works of dif-

“ferent Texturesand Combinations; Scour-

ing and deterging the Canals, and deftroy-
ing

-t Fumans Mercurii (qui ut larvatns femper eﬂ ta-

men Nercurius) [latim laryngem preciudit (S conflyin-
gié. Helmont.
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ing the Corrofivenefs of the Obftructions,
infomuch, that it may (in a manner) be
jultly called a Catholicon. For,

Every one will readily grant thata pro-
per Fluidity in the Blood is highly necef-
fary to procure a free and equable Circu-
lation ; by means whereof, the Veflels are
kept always open, Obftructions prevented,
Excretions fecured, Stagnations and Im-
purities of the Juices hinder’d, and the
Caufes of Difeafes cut off.

But whenever this free and equable Mo-
tion is obftruéted, whether by an over-
charge of Humours, their Vifcofity, or by
Weaknefs in the Spring or Tenfion of the
moving Fibres, it becomes an immediate
Occafion to Difeafes, efpecially thofe we
term Chronical: And crude Mercury tran{-
mitted into the Blood, may an{wer all the
Intentions of Cure, if affifted by Chaly-
beats, (it will adhere and amalgam to all
other Metals, but not at all to Iron) the
Cortex and other corroborating Medi-
cines to brace the relax’d Solids. And any
Ingredient that promotes any one Secretion
more particularly, will be a means to
caufe the Mercury chiefly to affe¢t thofe
Strainers, and ma{ﬁ its Ex:t by them.

Among all the Preparations of Mercury,
none are {0 promifing in anfwering all the
Intentions of Cure, as Pracipitatum per fe:
For befides the Properties of Quick-filver,

E 4 it
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it has that of a Stimulus, (which caufes the
Part upon which it ads to contract) its
own Salts being render’d active, quick, pe-
netrating, and untheath’d. And befides
thofe poflefs’d by the Panacea Mercurialys,
Calomel, or {weet Sublimate, it retains in
fome meafure that fingular alterative T
Virtue of the Metal when crude, which is
fufficiendy demonftrated by the following
Experiment, to wit, Agua Fortis makes no
Solution when pour’d upon Calomel, but
reacily diffolves Precipitatum per fe.
This Medicine is excellent in the Lues
Venerea, (and in feveral chronic Cafes)
where frequent Debauchesand long Courfes
of ufelefs Pliyfick, have over-relax’g the So-
lids, and brought the whole Machine into
a kind of Marafinus, and where the Im-
petus of the Blood is become fo weak and
languid, and its Motion {o flow and irre-
gular as to permit the morbific Particles to
attract one another in the Blood, and ¢q

1ritate the nervous Fibres more or lefs ac-
cording

i We took fome Mercury precipitated per fe (that
is by the fole Action of the Fire, without any Saline
Additaments) and the crude IViercury is not as far as
1 have tried foluble in our Englify Spirit of Salt -
Yer thisred Precipitate (which is fuppofed to be mere
Mercury) with its own Sulphur extraverted did rea-
dily enough diffolve in thar Liquop. Vide Boyle’s
Experimenta {5 Chfervationes P,L\:ﬁm:u
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cording to the Matter contain’d, and by
its Acrimony, produce thence frequently
Solutio continui, whence follow Pains, Tet-
tars, Warts, Ulcers, and Shankers.

In fuch a Cafe, the hoftile or offending
Particles require to be carried off by equal
Secretions, rather than by any one Emunc-
tory of the Body. The Neceflity of which
1s occafion’d by the Effe@s of this Hecti-
cal Difpofition, and the over Relaxation
or Flaccidity of the mufcular Parts renders
Nature unable to bear any particular Se-
cretion without being attended with a
Yanguor, Lipothymia, or a great Diftur-
bance: Therefore the leaft Inconveniency
follows upon equal Secretion at all the
Emunctories,

To produce this good Effe®, the Pre-
cipitatum per fé is fo {light in Operation,
in its ufual Dofe (from three Grains to fix)
as to be almoft infenfible, and hardly trou-
blefome, either in the firft Paflages, or
when convey’d into the Blood (which it
readily is, the Mercury, b“i“g at this time
and in this Form, render’d of a faline Na-
ture, and folublein the Fluids of the Body)
whereupon all the Glands of the Body
are as it were fet to work, and fcour’d of
their Centents: So that the Venereal Salts,
or any other offending Particles will be
caft off; fome of them by infenfible Per-
{piration at the Skin, others by the Kid-

neys,
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neys, others.by the many falival Glands,
others by the Glands of the Inteftines, and
indeed by all the excretory Glands of the
Body. |
. 'This is not all, for by its alterative Pro-
perty it deftroys the Aerimony of the Hu=
mours, and is not qnlgr_ fafe, but in many
Cafes, a grand Specifick : the Ag&ion of
its faline Spiculz will only vellicate and
twitch the fenfible Membranes of the Sto-
mach and Inteftines; not-as much, or not
to that Degree, as to excite them to an
Excretion of their Contents, and at the
fame time perform Wonders in the Body,
But I wou’d not be underftood, bueg
that it will prove Emetick and Cathartick,
and even raife a Salivation, if it be givenin
large Deofes, or fmall ones without due
Intervals, And in order to prepare it for
a larger Dofe, and to prevent its operat-
INg ayw % xarw, of folicit its Difcharge
before it enters the La&eals, it will be re«
quifite (Trituration or Levigation being
firft premifed) to mix with it a very fmall
Porcion of crude Opium, or the like, to
leflen the Stimuius (by caufing an agree~
able Senfation on the Stomach and Intef-
tines) and to promote the Secretion by
infenfible Perfpiration, according to the
Saying of Phyficians; Opium omnes eva-
cuationes fupprimit preter Diaphorefin.

And
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And likewife a very fmall Portion of.
Camphire (which is alfo faid to encou-
rage a plentiful Perfpiration) fo blunt the
Irritations of the Salts, and fheath their
Afperities, and by its exquifite Subrility to
accompany or to follow them into the
moft minute Canals, that lead to the ex-
cretory Dudls. Becaufe it will not be
thrown off by the greater Conduits of
Evacuation, nor merely circulare thro’ the

greater Blood-Veflels (which is very often

the Cafe when Mercury 1s taken inter-
nally) but gently and gradually infinuate
it felf into the fmalleft Capillary ones.
Being compounded with thefe Addic-
taments, which promote the infenfible
Difcharge, it may become a powerful
Medicine ( equal to Dr. Mijaubin’s Pilule,
or any other hitherto publifh’d) to carry
off the Remains of a Lues Venerea; for
all experienc’d Phyficians know of how
little Service (fometimes) Mercurial Sali-
vations, and the Ufe of Mercurial Prepa-
rations, in curing the Venereal Difeafe is,
without the Ufe of drying Decottions and
that of warm Bathing, to difcharge all the
malignant Humour out of the Body ; par-
ticularly by the Glands of the Skin; which
are the beft and univerfal Out-lets of the
Body.
To which may be added that Property
of crude Mercury, which (this Preparati=
on
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on ftill retains, and) isin no way to be
forgotten; its uniting with and deftroying
of Acids. And that the infecting Matter
(in the Lues;) is an Acid, appears by fome
* Experiments that have been purpofely
made, and it is thought to be fufficientl
demonftrated from the Nature of the
grand Specifick Mercury, whofe Property
1s ex diametro oppofite to the Effeéts of
Acids,

In Oppofition to This, the learned T
Boerbaave’s Opinion is, « That it proceeds
“ from an alcaline Caufe, and that be-
*“ caufe it is frequently cured by acid Ve-
o getables, fuch as the Woods of Saffa-
“ fras, Guaiacum, Box and Juniper;
“ but render’d worfe by Alkalies: So that
“ he cannot agree with thofe who would
“ have the Specifick Caufe of it to be an
“ Acid”

But by the fame Rule, Ejufdem Argu-
mentti, it muft proceed from an acid Caufe,
for there is no Vegetable (that we are ac-
quainted with) that deferves the Title Spe-
cifick in this Diftemper; as well as Mer-

cury which is an Alkali. For it corre@s
{uccefs-

~ Vide Dr. Cockbarn of the Nature, Caufe, &5 of
a Gonorrbeea. P. so. Canfe per chymica firixrfpiﬂ de -
monfirand. Vide Petr. Joan, Fabr. apud orft.

I Vide Boerbaave’s new Method of Ch)rmiﬁlz,
Part 3. P. 98. Tranflated by P. Show, M. D. andE.
Chambers, Gent.
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fuccefsfully, and moft efficacioufly, and
fuddenly eradicates all Taints proceeding
from the Venereal FVirus,

Yet it {eems reafonable that we thould
conclude with this great Man: ¢ That the
“ Specifick Caufe is of an alcaline Nature,”
and that the Production of this 77rus can
be afcrib’d to no other intelligible and na-
tural Caufe, than the animal Salts by the
too violent Friction and Attrition in the
A& of Coition; and the too frequent Re-

petition by fundry Agents, and the Heat

of the Fluids (that neceflarily follows up-
on Collifion onthe Impenetrability of Mat-
ter)turning chofe Salts which were former-
ly foft and benign inte fiery, volatile, a-
crid, corrofive, cauftic and poifonous Ones,
fufficient to produce (Pandore Mala)
thofe terrible Effeétsand Appearances that
attend this direful Diftemper. And becaufe,
The Nature of the Juices of animal Bo-
diesbeing Alkalefcent or naturally verge to
an Alkali or Cauftic-Salt, by whatever
will accelerate the Motion of the Blood
with too great Hurry and Violence.
The Salts of the Blood, tho’ Sui gene~
ris neither Acid nor Alkali, by the A&ion
and Re-action of the Solids and Fluids
( which are reciprocal ) may become
of that cauftic Nature, not unlike our
potential Cautery Lapis Infernalis; fo
as to render the Parts whereon they act
inte

oI
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into an Efehar, to the Drynefs of a Coal,
a common Effe& of Burning, and to eat
away and confume all the foft Parts of the
human Body; and in time corrode even
the Bones themfelves. 1973
 This Diffemper was antiently call'd
Brenning or Burning *, and not unjuftly
term’d fo, from the many Signals of an In-
cendium from its Effets, to wit, Shankers,
Caries, &¢. the conftant concomitant Symp-
toms that attend it; efpecially in the laft
Stages of it, ‘when the Solids and Fluids
are brought to a great Degree of Putrefac-
tion: But if the Force and Activity of
Saline Concretions fhould feem infufhci~
ent to produce thofe furprizing and wonw
derful Effe@s and Appearances which I
have defcrib’d; it may be reafonable to
im:gine or fuppofe that thefe animal Sales
which are united with Sulphur, do like-=
wife colleét and unite with Fire, (the moft
a&ive energetick Principle, whereby they
become more piercing and penetrating ;)
withefs that’' lnminous Subftanee Pho/pho-
rus (which 1s the Refultof a collected Fire)
producible '(moftly) from the Putrified
Parts of Animals. |

And Fire being collected by Attritioh,
which is the primary or efficient Caufe

of

e

* Vide Philof. Tranf. Abr. By B. Moste. Vol. 2.
S G R
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of this Diftemper. And Mercury which
unites, deftroys and is readily concern’d
with acid Sulphurous Parcicles, (Fire’s
sroper Pabulum) may herebe an altera-
Ilfjivc Medicine, and even a Specifick; and
as fuch may juftly claim the Preheminence.,

This will be {till more evident, by the
following Obfervation. When the zgnicul:
of Phofphorus are exhaled in lucid Flames;
there remains nothing behind but an Acid
Malagma like il of Vitriol or Sulphur
(omne fal ex fe acidum eff) the Salt is re-
turn’d into its bomogene Nature and priftine
Property; there being but one pure and
univerfal Salt, that with regard to diffe-
rent Saline Concretions is as a Genus to
Species. _

But, (with Submiflion to the Deter-
‘mination of the moft worthy and learn-
ed Gentlemen, to whom this Diflertati-
on is infcribed:) Since it appears that both
Acid and Alcaline Medicines perform a
Cure, the Effe muft in Confequence be
produc’d fome other way befides that of
the alterative Power of thefe Medicines,
and that by (the moft general and effe¢tual
Method of curing moft Diftempers, efpe-
cially in Plethoric-Habits) the Facultas
expultrix, excretive or expulfive Power,
that they are endu’d with.

Notwithftanding the Doérine of Acid
and Alcali fo highly inculcated, even by

way

é3
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way of Regimen or Diet,’ defumed 4
Fuvantibus & Nocentibus, viz. An Acid |
Diftemper yields to Alcalious Remedies,
and a Lixzvial toan Acid: Asisimplied
by that trite Theorem in Phyfick, Similiz
Sfimilibus _confervantur, ef confraria con-
trariis curantur. i

FINIS
















