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TO: T HE

"READER.

B OLLANDUS the Fefuit , in the third

Chapter of his General Preface to the Aéts

Sanétorum Fanuarii, printed at dntwerp, 1643,
lafys down feveral Rules concerning the Credibility
of Hiftory in general ; but (‘as his Work led him)
with 2 more particular Regard to the Credit of
fuch as had written the Lives and Miracles of Saints
and Martyrs. Thefe Rules I offer to the Reader,
and believe he will think them as reafonable as I
have done, to be determin’d by, in pafling his
Judgment on the Hiftory of St. Wenefrede ; and the
will be, I know, the lefs exceptionable to fuch as
would win, becaufe they come from one of rbat
Order.

,» The Firff Degree of Credit (he fays) is due
., to fuchas wrote the Lives of Men they knew,
»» and faw, and lived withal. Thus Pofidius wrote
,, the Life of sSt. Auftin ; and thus, fay I, St. Atha-
nafius wrote the Life of St. Amhony of Egypr, and
thus Sulpicius Severus wrote the Life of St. Martin.

»» The Second Degree of Credit is due to fuch
,» Authors, as wrote, not what they faw them-
,» felves, but what they received from fuch as
,» were Eye-witnefles. Thus Bomswenture wrote
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4- To the Reader.

,, the Life of St. Framcis, St. Hierems of Hilarion,
»» and a namelefs Author the Life of St. Clarus,

,» The Third Degree of Credit is due to fuch as
,» wrote , not what they had feen themfelves,
s, nor what they had heard from fuch as were
»s Eye-witnefles, but what thofe People told them,
s Who faid they had it from fuch as were Eye-
,» witnefles, This is what we call the Credic of
the third Hand 3 and thus Pope Gregory wrote his
Dialogues, and in them the Life of St. Bemne: ;
and thus St, Hierom wrote the Life of Paxl the
Hermite. |

s The Fourth Defgrce. of Credit is due to fuch
,» Authors as tranfcribe what they relate, from
,» Writers that fland in any of the above-menti-
,» oned Degrees of Credit ; or that make Collec-
,, tions from undoubted Monuments of Donati-
,, ons, Teftaments, Tranfacions, or Commenta-
,, ries, that are within the three firft Rules of
,» Credit. ” But this, with the good Father’s
Leave, need not have been made a diftin& Rule,
becaufe it is indeed no Rule of it felf, but the
Obfervation of the three others ; thatis, he who
tranfcribes from any Author of Credit, fhall, if
he do it faichfully, be as much believed, as that
Author is himfelf from whom he tranfcribes.

,» And all the Writers of thefe Clafles (faith
y, the Fefuit) are to be believed, if they are wife
,- and honeft Men, and if their Writings are pure
»» and genuine, and not at ail adulterated ; for,
,, the Credit of naughty Folks, and fach as are
,, over-credulous , is to be much fufpedted. ”
Thefe Conditions and Reflri&tions, of being wife,
and hone[t, and not over-credulous, do, in my Opi-
nion, render the foregoing Rules very little ufe-
ful or fignificant ; and yet, to do him Juftice, his
Conditions 4nd Reftrictions are altogether as rea-
fonable, as are his Rules: And whoever fhall be i?t

' the
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To the Reader. 5

the Pains to read the tenth Part of what Bollandus
had read of the Saints Lives, tho’ written by Men
within the three Rules,” will find Reafon (if he
have the Courage) to own, that all thofe Rules
without thofe Reftrictions, are good for nothing ;
and that the Writers within thDFﬂ Rules, have lefe
~us {uch Relations and Accounts of Lives and Mi-
racles of Saints, as can no more be believed by fe-
_ rious Papifts, than what they know to be altogether
Fiction and Invention can. The Writer of the
Life of Wenefrede, was one who came neither with-
in the Rules, nor the Reftri&ions: He lived not
(as I fhew hereafter at large) within soo Years
of her Death, nor cites any Author that did fo ;
and I dare fay he was not wife, and I am fure he
was ¢ver=credulous; and he who will write in thefe
Circumftances, cannot be very honeft, I mean in
the Quality of an Hiftorian.

»» But there are (as he goes on) fome Saints
»» Lives, that were not written at all, (he means
» by Writers of the three Claffes) or are loft;
»» but their Names and their Miracles were remem-
» bred, and their Lives were written upon com-
»» mon Fame and Tradition. Here, Fudicio cpus
»s ¢ft, here is need of Judgment and Difcern-
»» ment: If what is {aid agrees with what is deli-
»s vered by other creditable approved Hiftorians,
»» tis well, and we muft be content; we could
,» with thofe loft Lives were extant and entire 3
,, but Sometimes (he fays) their Miracles
»» only are preferved ; but then they are fo exagge-
»» Tated, and fo many new things added to them,
»» that fome People do really look upon them but
s> as 1o many old Wives Fables.

But thar which follows is much more remarka-
ble and worth obferving: ,, We often meet with
» Miracles (faith he) which tho’ we cannot deny
» but they might pofibly be wroughe, yet there is
| | " 5, luch




é To the Reader.

s fuch a Caufe aflign’d for them, and they are
s done in fuch ¢ Way and Manner, that one may
s well doubt whether it became the Majefty of the
55 everlafting God fo to fupply Mens Wants, or yield
s to their Requefls, and hear their Prayers. But
,» becaufe (fo great is his Goodnefs) we cannot
»s fally comprehend what good things he hath pre-
., pared in Heaven for thofe pure Souls that are
”» Eelmred of him, or how far he will pleafe to gra-
sy tify them on Earth, we fhould not haftily con-
s»s demn fuch Relations as feem exceedingly ftrange
ss and paradoxical to us, but rather receive them
5 with Reverence, asthey are faid to flow from
.y the Fountain of Divine Goodnefs, from whence
4 our whole Happinefs is to be derived and fetch’d.
s Let it be granted, that the things {aid to be
5 done, were not indeed done: What then ?
s greater things than they might poflibly be done,
ss and were done at other Times, and in other
s Places. Take Heed tlerefore of denying that
5» fuch things were done, becaufe you think they
,s neither could, nor fhould have been done. ~
Poor Father! His Reafon and good Senfe con-
firained him to lay down very good Rules, and
to firengthen them with juft Conditions and Re-
ftriGions ; but the Books that lay before him were,
every one of them, Exceptions to thofe Rules, or
would admit of none of thofe Conditions and
Reftri¢tions. He faw himfelf at the Head, as it
were, of twenty or thirty huge Foliss, (fo many
he might well imagine they would make, by what
himfelf had prepared) that would, every one of
them, contain a hundred and a thoufand things,
fenfelefs, ridiculous, incredible, unworthy of God,
and thofe good Saints ; and what fhould he do,
' but fall to foftning thofe Conditions, and abating
of the Rigour of his Rules, and defiring his Rea-
der’s Favour, to take things as he found them, witlli
2



To the Reader. >

all their Faults 2 But as my Bufinefs is not to quar-
rel with Bollandus, (to whofe Works I am obliged
for feveral things) fo I will only obferve of him,
that all the Advantage his Rules and Conditions
give me, in the Cafe of Wenefrede, his Softnings,
Relaxations, and Abatements, would deprive me
of ; and if I will be perfusded by him, I muft be-
lieve her whole Legend, but if I follow bis Rc??:-#,
as well as my own, I muft not believe a Word of
it. But we have not done with this good Father
yet ; what follows concerns us fomewhat nearer,
and it is in the g4th Page of his Preface.

»» And becaufe that God, in working Wonders,
sy does ufually accommodate himfelf to the Sime
s» plicity and Faith of Men, therefore (obferve)
»» the Lives of the Irifh Saints, the Seorifl, and the
ys Britifh, as well thofe of Albion as of Armorica
ss (i & Of Bretamyin France) are (plané portentofe)
ss downright monftrous, and made up of Miracles

s> almoft incredible; either becaufe the Conftanc
~» of Faith was remarkably eminent among thofe
»» People, or the Simpliciac:iy and Candour of their
ss Lives exceeding rare and wonderful, or certain-
s> ly becaufe their Writers were more fimple than
» thofe of other Nations (aut cersé quia [iriptores
55 fimpliciores.)

Here is a very fly and fmart Refle@ion on all
the Subjedts of the Crown of England ; for, let him
foften it as he will, he means to «all us a foolifh
and a credulous People. T wonder how a Fefuis
came to fay fo, of either the Writers or Believers of
our Saints Lives ; but indeed, what he fays is gene-
rally true. ' No People have ever fwallowed down
fuch fenfelefs Legends, as our own fenfelefs Wri-
ters have fumiﬂf&g us withal. I cannot choofe but
hope that the Papiffs among us, will take Notice
of this Remark, that their Credulity is really con-
temptible, even amongft fuch People as are oi_ the-

| ame



8 To the Reader.

fame Religion, and fuch as make their Advantage
of it. It is not a Proteftant Writer, but Bollumdus
a Fefuit, that fays (in the Life of Gildas, Jan. 29.)
»» ILhat, in the Lives of the Britifh Saints, there
» are Abundance of things, that he could make
s»» nothing of, that could be brought under no
s» Chronology, and were above all Belief. 7 ’Tis
Godefride Henfchenins, another Fefuit, the Partner
and Continuer of his Labours, who (in Menfe
Maio, in his Preface to the Life of St. Kellac) fays,
s» That asto the Story of the two Harts, or Hinds,
»» Which came, uncall'd for, to carry the Saint’s
s» Body to Burial, and ftopped of their own Ac-
- 55 Ccord when they were come to the Place ; and
5 afterwards ferved the Inhabitants for pléwing
s> and other ' Husbandry-work, like tame Cattle,
» and came every Night when they were un-
»» yoak'd, to the Place where ‘the holy Body lay,
- 5, and licked the Sepulchre with great Devotion---
s» That as to this Story (he fays) he does not know
5> Whether he fhould receive it, or condemn it
»» quite, becaufe there are a World of things full
5 s improbable as this, and more, that fill the Aés
o5 Of the Frifh Saints, which he thinks were written
»» more to let People a ftaring and admiring, than
»» to gain Belief. ” It is no Proteftant, but Father
Mabillon, a Beneditine Monk; whofe Learning, Ho-
nefty,and good Qualities we hold in great Efteem,
“tis he, who (in his Preface to the A&z SS. Ord.
Benediéf. Vol. 1. 1668. put out at Paris) fays,
s» There are fome who have the Vice of feignin
»» or believing any thing, born as it were an
3y bred with them, and which they derive (he
35 thinks) from the very Nature of the Soil: And
s> many there are who lay this to the Charge of
» the Armorigue, and the Englifh Writers of Saints
s Lives ; and to this Purpofe, he quotes a Paflage
33 0ut of Perrus Cellenfis (ong that lived about 1180.)
22 to
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To the Reader. -9

55 tO Nicholasan Englifh Monk,where he tells him the
,» Mland was encompaffed with Waters, and' the
,» Inhabitants partook of the Qualicies of that in-
45 ftable Element ; and were turn'd about with e-
,s very Wind and Fancy, and were {o fond of their
,» idle Dreams, that they compared them to Vifi-
,» Onis, nay, and preferr’'d them.” I cannot choofe
(I fay) but hope, that the Papiffs of our Iflands will
confider thefe Accounts and Chdraéters, thatlearn-
ed Foreigners, Priefts, and Jefuits give of our
Countrymen, who have written the Lives-of our
Saints ; and will hereafter abate fomething of their
Fondnefs and Credulity, and give fuch Authors no
more Credit than they deferve; or than they would
give them, had they wricten any other Hiftories,
and Accounts of Things-or' Perfons, and not the
Lives and Miracles of Saints. _
After this{hort Digreflion, I return to Bollandus’s
Preface, who thinking, I believe, that his Reflec-
tion would bear a little hard upon our Britifh Wri-
ters, and our Bririfh Saints, tries,in the next Words,
to make us fome Amends ; ,, Neither (fays he) can
s> any one (tho’ never fo ill inclined) deny that
ss many Miracles have been wrought among thofe
,» People, (i. e. the Irifhy Scotifh, Engliflh, Welfh, and
ss RBritons of Armerica) fince even at this Day (his
45 Book came out in 1643.) the Places which were
,, heretofore devoted to the Honour of the Saints,
,, are famous yet for many Miracles wrought at
,» them ; altho’ the Worfhip of the Saints has long
55 been banifh’d and put duwn,_amonﬁ; thofe Here-
s5 ticks. There is greac Concourfe ftill to St. e~
55 mefrede the Virgin’s Well; in the extreameft Parts
55 of North Wales, of {uch as feek a Cure for their
,» Difeafesand Diftempers. - And a Man of great
s, Quality (¥ir Illuftris, and every Gentleman is
55 Vir Illuffris abroad) affured me he hach{een even
»» Hereticks themfelves reforting to that Weﬂ,f t_c;
' s» 466



10 To the Reader.
ss feek for Help ; and when he asked them, wh
»» they, who were of the new Religion, whic
s> forbad the Invocation of Saints, as of Souls that
sy either flept till the Refurreétion, or that, if chey
»» were in Heaven, knew nothing of our Affairs
sy below, why they fhould fall into the Dotages of
s the Papifts, (as they were daily taught by their
»s Minifters, the Preachers of the ffih Gofpel, to
5y call them) and come to St. Wenefrede's IWell for
»s Help? They made him this Anfwer, That they
»» neither cared, nor minded, what their Minifters
»s prated in the Pulpit ; they very well remembred
s> that the Waters of that W%, were ufed to do
»» Good both to themfelves, and to their Cattle,
»s and to the Cattle of their Fathers, and that they
s uledto impute this Benefit either to St. Winefrede,
»s_Or to God the Author of all Good. ” The Anfwer
of thefe Hereticks to this Perfon of Quality is {o
remarkable, that I muft not truft my Tranflation
of ‘it to the Reader, without giving him the Words
in Latin, Refpondifle eos, Quid in Pulpitss illi ganniant,
Jibi Curee non effe 5 meminifle illius Fomtis aguam fibi,
{uifque gregibus , ac Parventum fuorum , effe [alutarem
confuevifle 3 idgue vel Dive Wencfreda, wel Deo boni
ommnis Aultoriy acceptum [cribi.

The Reader will, by this Time, perceive, that
1 did not concern my felf with this Fefuir at meer
Adventure, and only becaufe he was aljeﬁn'r, and
put out the Aé&a Sanétorsm ; but becaufe he med-
dled much with our Bririfh Saints, and reproaches
usvery hardly, and makes efpecial Mention of the
Saint, whofe Story I am fearchinginto: AndI de-
fire that, before I leave him, I may make fome few
Obfervations on his laft Relation, ‘which I think is
Z‘gﬁ;itﬁm! all over. 'And Firf#, there is no need of

enying that many Miracles have been wrought in

England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and Bretagne in
France; - No doubt but God hath wrought Wonders.

£ e amongt



To the Reader. 11

amongft us, as well as in other Places ; and hath
made fome of our holy Men and Women, Inftru-
ments of doing great things, as well as other Peo-
ple. We are no Enemies to Miracles, but we de-
fire to be affured that they were wrought, before
we believe them. Secondly, We have no need to
deny that Miracles were wrought in fuch a Place,
‘where fuch a Saint was heretofore honoured, even
fince the Reformation. Let any one prove that
fuch a Miracle has been wrought by God at Holy-
well, and there is no reafonable Man will deny it
to have been wrought at Holy-well. What would
thefe People have ? but would it follow prefently,
that if a Miracle were wrought at Holy-well, it muft
needs be wrought by St. Wenefrede, or by God for
her Sake, and at ber Interceffion ? God, forhis Mer-
cy’s Sake, and through the Interceflion of his blef-
fed Son, may hear the Prayers of fuch ascall upon
him faichfully at Holy-well, and may work Wonders
in the Favour of fuch Supplicants; and yet the
Saint of Holy-well may have no Share in that good
Iffue. 1do not, for my ownPart, believe, thata-
ny Miracles have been wrought at Holy-well, either
before or fince the Refirmation, becaufe I fee none
proved : But if there had, it would not have fol-
lowed, thatSt. Wenefrede had had any Hand there-
in. Thisis a Fallacy that eafy credulous Souls do
often fuffer to be put upon them ; who, if they
happen to pray for Relief in the Church of fuch
or fuch a Saint, and it pleafes God to give them
what they ask, do immediately impute to the Me-
rits and Interceffion of that Saint, the obtaining
their Requeft. This falfe Conclufion has been the
Rife, the Progrefs, and Continuance of abundance
of Superftition. Thirdly, That there is {lill a great
Concourfe of People from all Quarters to #Wene-
frede’s Well, does only prove that there are flill 2
great many crafty Pi‘lﬁﬂ% who find their Account

2 in



12 . To the Reader.

in fending a great many weak deluded People on
fuch Errands: It does not prove that they obtain
the Remedies they come to feek, nor the Cures
they fland in need of. . Feurthly, "Tis true that ma-
ny-of thofe, whom the Fefuiz and his Perfon of
Quality call Hereticks, do allo refort to rhis Well,
to jeek Help. *Tisa very cold Spring, and is good,
as other cold Springs-are, in many Cafes ; but the
Hereticks feek for Help from God, and no Body
elfey and if chey find ic; by the Means of thofe
Waters, they return God Thanks, and no Body
elfe, -and 'blefs his holy  Name for having given
fuch. falutary Virtue to that Well ; and, Idare fay,
that, :in proportion to the Number of thofe that
ufe thofe Waters, as many Proteffants as Papifts 1e-
ceive Benefic from them. — The Papifts come to St.
Wenefrede's Well for Help,and fo do the Proteftants ;
the Phpifts exped fome Help from Wenefrede, the
Proteftants none ; if the Papifts receive any Help,
they impute it to the Meriss and Interceflion of St.
Wanefrede, and are thankful to Godand her ; if the
Protéftants find any Benefit there, they thank God,
and:-mind not Henefrede, but impute it to God’s
Bleffing and the cold Waters. - This had been the
right Reprefentation of the Man of Quality to the
Jefuie ; but this had fignified nothing to the Honour
of Sti /W enefrede, which the Man of Quality did
certainly intend, -and-the Jefuic makes the Story
feemingly end fo, but indeed if you confider it
well, it ends juft as it fhould when told by a Fcfuir,
i. €. eguivocally ; which made me fay the Relation
was. Fefuitical all over, and moft of all at the Con-
clufion.. The Man of Quality charges the Prote-
ftants; with believing that the Souls of the Saints
fleep till the Refurrection: This is a falfe Charge ;
a-Pope indeed; hach been condemned .and depofed
for holding this, among many other. falfe Opini-
ons;-but the Proteftanss hold none fuch. The Ma:tg
| c 8 o



To the Reader. 13

of Quality charges the Proteftants; with not cal«
ing upon the Saints, becaufe they know nothing
of our Affairs below. If the Saints knew nothin
of our Affairs below, the Papifts, I believe, woul
no more invoke them, than the Proteftants. But
this is not what the Proteftants {ay, thac I know of;
in Juftification of their not praying to Saints ; but
they fay, that they do not know, nor have any
Means of knowing, whether the Saints above
know any thing of our Affairs below. A Man
would not pray to God himfelf, unlefs he was
fure that God could hear his Prayers, and knew his
Wants, and was able to relieve him, if he faw fit.
Now the very Reafons that induce a Proteftant to
pray to God, muft hinder him from praying to
Sdints and Angels : He does not know that Saints or
Angelsunderftand his Wants ; he does not know that
they can hear his Prayers, if he fhould make them;
nor does he know that they can help him in his
Neceflities, although they heard his Prayers. In
a word, he knows nothing of Souls departing in
the Favour of God, but that theyare happy. When
it is made very plain that the Saints above know
our Affairs below ; when it is made very plain
that they can hear the Prayers of fuch as call upon
them from all Parts of Her Majefty’s Dominions
at one and the fame time ; and when it is made
plain that they can not only hear, but grant our
Requefls, of what kind {oever: When thefe things
are made plain, the Proteftants will not, I think,
be backward to call upon the Saints. All thefe
Powers are manifeft in God the Facher, Son, and
Holy Ghoft ; upon them we are bid to call, and
upon them we call with all Affurance of bein
heard. God is in every Place, and therefore all
the Ends of the Earth may pray to him at once ;
God knoweth every thing, and therefore knows
what every one ftandsin need of 3 and God isable
- ()



14 To the Reader.

to do what he pleafes, and therefore able to grant
us every thing we ask, if he fees fit. Let but the
Saints be proved to be Omniprefent, Omnifcient,
and Omnipotent, and they will then, and not till
then, defeive to be the Obje& of Prayer: And
fince we have a God thus qualified to pray to, what
Need have we to feek for any other 2 But the
Hereticks, ‘it feems, do come to Wenéfrede's Well, let
their Preachers prate as long as they pleafe againft
it ; and know that both they and their Cattle, and
the Cattle of their Fathers, have received Benefit
from thofe Waters. What then? fo they do flill.
Thefe Rufticks were, 1 think, too much' for the
Man of Quality, and having' pleafed him with gi-
ving a hard Word to their Minifiers, made him be-
lieve they had a great'Veneration for his Saint, by
faying that they and cheir Fathers, and both their
Cattle, had found grear Benefit fifom thofe Waters ;
which might be faid by thofe who knew and be-
lieved nothing of Wencefredt’s Story: For obferve
the Cheat, they tell him, that this was conftantly
afcribed either t6 St.' Wenefrede, or'to God. 1 can-
not but think that Bellandus’laughed to himfelf when
he heard and told this Story ;: for is there a Pro-
teftant in the World who will not own freely, that
whatever Benefits any Perfons or any: Cattle have
received by the Waters: at Holy-ovell, they received
them either from God, OR from ' St. Wenefrede 2 This
is the Way of cheating Children ; Children in
Underftanding as well as in- Years. ' Had the

faid, That the World was 'created’ either by God,
OR by St. Wenefrede, they had faid what was-exa&ly
true ; but ‘it had been too ludicrous a Way of
{peaking, whén that Supream, Eternal, and Al-
mighty Being is concerned: “And thus I take my
Leave of ‘this good Father, defiring my Reader to
tiirn to thefe Rules of his, and t6 apply them; when
‘he'finds it eonvenient, to'the'Legend of St ;Fe;e'-
: ede ;
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frede 3 and to give it fuch Credit as, according
to them, it fhall deferve. oy 70t 12518 300l
It remains now that I give fome:Accountof the
following Work. T will not be troublefome to the
Reader in telling him what my Relation to Holy-
swell is, and how I came to be engaged in the De-
fign of difcrediting the Story of St. Wenefrede in par-
ticular: Iris enough thatI am a Proteftant, a Mem-
ber of the Church of England, and have a Zeal for
the Purity of God’s Service, and a fincere Defire of
undeceiving the Papifts in this erroneous and ver
hazardous Point of Saint-worfhip. **And as Weneﬁei
is held for a Saint of great Reputation amen
them, and great Refort 1s had to Holy-well by Pi
grims (as they call them) from all the difterent
Quarters of the Kingdom, and even from Irdand
too, to pay their Devotions to her in the Place
where fhe is faid to have fuffered Martyrdom; fo I
believed it would be of Ufe to take her Hiftory in-
to particular Confideration. ~ To this Purpofe ¥
fet my felf che hard Task of procuring and reading
whatever had been written cuncernir_ld‘l;ler by any
Author, either in Print or Manufcript, ancient or
modern, that I could get: Andif I were not very
fure I had a fund Defign in doing it, I fhould'be &
litele athamed of having fpent fo much of my Time
in reading fo much Trafh: But fo it is, that I am
able (I doubt) to fay, That I have feen more of Her
than moft Men now living have done ; and have
moreover looked into almoft all our Hifforians to find
NOT HING faid concerning her. The firft Ac-
count I fell upon was the Life of Wenefrede, written
by an Anonymous Author, in the Corron-Library,
Clandius A. ¢. which T have therefore called The Cor-
ton-Life.  This was certainly ‘written after the Nor-
man Times, becaufe the Normans are mentioned there-
in under the Name of Francorum, which was the
Word then,and fome time after, ufed, to diﬁinguihﬂl
- | the



16 To the Reader.

the French from  the Englifh Subjeds ; but it-was not
long after, for the Chara&er and Writing feem to
be of that Age ; and by the Plainnefs of Style, and
Simplicity of Narration, I judge it to have been
written between the Years 1100 and 1200, by fome
good Welchman, who knew nothing of her Tranf-
lation to Shrewshury, but leaves her bury’d at Guithe-
vin, and tells of no Miracles done there, or elfe-
where, but at Holy-well, which yet he never men-
tions by that or any other particular Name.

The next Life Iread wasthat written by Robertus
Slopientis; of great Length, and is to be found in the
Bodley- Library at Oxford amongft. A Bp. Laud’s MSS.
L, 21. fol. x40.. This Work _is ‘dedicated by one
Robert the Prior of Shrewsbury to one Guarine the
Prior of Worcefter ; and at the End of his Work he
fays, the Bones of Wenefrede were tranflated to
Shrewshury in-or about the Second Year of King
Stephen, which was about 1137 or 1138; and be-
tween the Years 1130and 1140 there was one Gua~
vine Prior of - Worcefter 3 and ’tis certain from Orderi=
cus Vitalis, that about the fame Time one Herebertus
(mentioned by Robert) was Abbot of Shrewsbury,
and fucceeded Godfredns. But .although the Time
and the Names agree very well, yet I am not with-
out fome Scruples that neicher the Life of Wene-
frede is quite fo old as 1140, nor her Tranflation fo
early as 1138 ; nor am I quite fatisfied that Robert,
who wrote the Life, was the fame Man who wrote
the Account of - her Tranflation, though they are
now joined together : ‘But as I build nothing upon
thefe Sufpicions, {o I will content my felf with fet-
ting down, in its proper Place, a Reafon or two
why 1 believe her Tranflation was not {o early,
without drawing any Confequence from thence
to the Prejudice of Robert’s Hiftory, which I allow
to be of its pretended Age, wiz. about 1140..

foidid ' Th?
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The next was a fhort Life of Wenefrede, written
by a namelefs Author, confifting of Five Chapters,
moftly taken out of the Corron-Life; a little out of
Robert, and the reft added by the Author himfelf.
The Book in which it is, belonged heretofore to
Ramfey-Abby, came afterwards into Sir Fames Ware's
Library, and a Copy from thence was procured
by the late Mr. H. Dodwell for the Ufe of Dr. Hum-
phreys, late Bifhop of Hereford, who had defigned
to have given afull Account of the Rife and Pro-
grefs of this fabulous Story ; and who by his great
Skill in the Antiquities and Hiftory of North-Wales,
which was his native Country, was very able to
have done it. What diverted him from his Purpofe
I know not, but he feems (by what remains of his)
only to have fatherecl his Materials together in
order to it, and juft to have begun.

The next in Order of Time, was the Abbreyvia=
tion of Robert of Salop’s Life by Fobn of Tinmouth,
about the Year 1366, in his Book called Sanéti-
lsgium, as Archbiﬂ%op Ufher tells us ; and this is the
Life of Wenefrede which is found in Fobn Capgrave
at this Day, the greateft Part of whofe Legend is
but a Tranfcript of Timmouth’'s Work, put into Al-
phabetical Order for the Ufe and Convenience of
the Reader: But the Expilator’s Name being fo
much better known than the Man’s from whom he
copied, I all along call ic 7. Capgrave’s Life of e~
nefrede. {

ﬁBut the Piece that fhould be, methinks, of the
greateft Authority, is the Account of her Life in
the Nine Leffins in the BREVIARY Secundum
ufwm Sarum, which were read in the Church upon
the 3d of Nowvember (which was appointed to be
the Saints-Day) in the fame manner that the E-
pifHes and Gofpels are now read among us. And tho’
thefe Leflons were read in Latin, yet they were alfo
put into Enc/ifh, and very well known among the
. com=
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common People, who held them in great Efteem,
and believed them without Scruple, becaufe they
were: commanded to be ufed and read in Churches,
though in another Tongue for Order and Unifor-
mity’s fake throughout the Cathelick Church. k:
This Capgrave’s Life of Wenefrede was abbreviated,
and a little aleered by Lawrence Surius, a Carthufian,
and put into his Work in its proper Month and-
Day, and from him abbreviated yet farther by a
German Monk, whole Name 1 have not now by me,
though I have read it. 'Tis allo Capgrave’s Life
that M. Alford the Fefust hath tranferibed into his
Amadsin the Year 660, and which Creffy tranflated.
Her Life is alfo to be fonnd in 0ld Englifh Rhime of
about 300 or 400 Years flanding, in the publick
Library at Oxom, fuper Ars. A. 72, fol. 189, as alfo’
in Profe in the Eaghfh Legend. But in. the Year
1635 it pleafed one F. £ a Fefuir to tranflate into
Englifh the Life of our Samt from the Latin of
Robertus Salopienfis, and to add a Preface and a Con-
clufion of his own ; and as this is the moft authentick
Account of her, fo it is what went moft about in.
Popifh Families: And upon this Book’s growing:
fcarce, an unknown Perfon thought fit this laft
Year, in 1712, to giveus a Reimpreffion (as he calls
it) of f. F’s admirable Life of St. Wenefrede, with
an additional Account of fome more modern Mi-
racles wrought by that. Saint. Upon Sight of this
laftlittle Book, I l4id afide the Defign I had form’d
of putting out the Corton-Life of St. Wenefrede in
Englifh, with a large Chapter of Hiftorical Notes
added to it, together with a Chapter of rhe Super-
fiition of Waters, and another of the Growth of Mi~
racles ; This Defign, I fay, I have for a little
while laid afide, and thought i betcer for the pre-
fent to give the Reader this New Life, with fuch
Obfervations upon it, as I thought would be moft for
his Service, whether Proteftant or Papitt, -IBEt as
i o ave
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1 have in feveral Places referred him to thofe Chap-
ters, 1 aflure him they are infuch a Readinefs, that
he fhall not, if there be Occafion, long be with-
out them. ' I have, for the Popifh Reader’s Sake,
lefc out nothing of the Editor's Book. 7 i
This is a fmall Account of the following Work,
for which, asthe Times go, I expec neither Praife
nor Approbation ; but fhall be well content if I do
any true Service to either Proteftant or Popifh Rea-
der thereby. The Editor fays in Pag. 175. ,, That in
»» the Travelling Seafon the Town of Holy-well ap-
ss pears populous, crowded with zealous Pilerims
s» from all Parts of Britain. The Well it felf re-
ss ceives a Succeflion of Vifitants from Sun-rife till
s, late at Nighe. | &
This, I hope, will juftify the prefent Under-
taking, and fhew it is not altogether unfeafonable
for a Proteftant to be a little zealous for his Reli-
gion alfo, when Superftition has fo many Vetaries.
I did not indeed think, a few Yearsago, that one
thould have wanted an Apology for fpeaking or
writing againft Popery, in any Branch of it. I
looked upon it as a conftant Enemy, a ftanding
Force always in Readinefs to fall upon us, and
{worn, in a manner, to our Deftru&ion; and
therefore that we were, as good Proteftants, obliged
£0.be upon our Guard continually, and to annoy
them all we could. But there has been fince that
{o marvellous a Silence, and fo profound a Securi~
ty in that refped, that to betray any Fears of its
returning now, is not only a Mark, it feems, of 2
weak Underftanding, and litcle Infight into pub-
lick Matters, but alfo (if you will believe fome
Men) of ill Defign and Difaffe®ion to the Go-
vernment. But I confefs 1 cannot carry my Re-
fpe& fo far to any Governours, as to believe we are
{ecure, becaufe {ome People tell us fo, againft the
Alarms our Senfer daily give us to the contrary. I
o Ca can-
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_cannot chufe but think that this Security it felf is
one of our worft Symptoms. Whether thé Dogs bar-
gain with the Wolves to hold their Tongues, or
whether they bark not, out of Fear, or Lazynefs,
or Complaifance, the Flaock, I think, is not a Jot
_the fafer. The Enemy we have to deal with grows
more numerous, is active, vigilant, and daring, dai-
ly pufhes on its Conquefls, is in good Heart, and
under no Difcouragement but that of Laws,rejoyces
in our Unconcernednefs, confirms us in our Indo-
lence, and tells us, if we fufpe& them we are un-
reafonable. And for thefe Reafons I fhould be
glad to fee Men fomewhat more afraid of their In-
veterate Enemy, talk fomewhat louder againft Po-
ery both from the Pulpit and the Prefs, and tell the
%eople, That if that Superflition ever fettles here
again upon the Throne, there is an End of their
Religion, Liberty, and Property, and every thing
befides, that Life is worth the living for,

THE



( :21 )

| T HE
Editor’s Preface

TO THE
Devout Pilgrims,

%, IS to you, of what Degree and Conditi-

»» on foever, that I dedicate thele few

49 »» Sheets. You, in Equity, claim a Right
»» to them, above the reft of Grear Bri-

ss tain 5 becaufe with painful, yet chearful Steps, you
»» meafure Journies from the remoteft Part of our Ifland,
»» to the miraculous Head of the Holy Spring ; where you
»» mix with the rapid Current warm Tears of perfect Con-
5 trition ; and fhivering in the Stream, you look up to
»» that Omnipotent Power which raifed St. Wenefrede to
», Tuch eminent Sanétity and G_lury. :

() B.5 2RV ATIO NS

T- HE Author of the following Obfervations does alfode-
‘W dicate them, in great Earneft, to thefe fame devour Pil.
grims 3 and prays them to believe, that as he ferioufly intend-
cd them for their efpecial Ufe and Service, fo he does truly
mean and wifth well to them. He alfo thinks they have a bet-
ter Claim to them, becaufe they make fuch painful Journies to
- this Well, from the remoteft Quarters of the Ifland. Ttis te
fave thefe painful Journies, to fuch fincere and well-defigning
People, that he hath undertaken this lictle Work, He would
not by any Means, abate or cool the Fervours of their Devo-
tion, but he would have them fpentin a much better Manner,
~and fizt vpon a noblex Obje&, that both requires and dafca#es
%5l them
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them all, and, in due Time, will recompence them all. He
is no Enemy to Tears, or any other Tokens of true Contriti-
on; but hebelieves they are fhed ina very wrong Place, when
fhed at Holy-well, in Contemplation of St. Wenefrede's Suffer-
ings, Sanétity, and Glory ; Becaufe he thinks there are no
fufficient Proofs, that the ever fuffered, that {he was a Saint
on Earth, or is now glorified in Heaven. Thefe are the Rea-
fons why he would not have the Pilgrims take fuch Pains, to
pay undue Honours to one, who, for any thing they know, is
an imaginary Saint, and of whofe very Being there can be no
Proofs broughe, that would fatisfy a reafonable Man, in any
other Point of Hiftory ; much lefs in the Cafe of Pilzrimage,
where the Bufinefs is, to thank God for his Gifts and Graces
beftowed upon the Saint ; or to pray to that Saint for fome-
thing that we want; or to pray to God to hear us for that
Saint’s Sake ; or to that Saint to intercede with God for us.
In all which Cafes a Pilgrim ought to have the fulleft Affu-
rance, and the greateft Cercainty that is poflibly to be had, 1£,
That Wenefrede did once live, as furely as he himfelf now lives :
adly, That fhe was a Ssint upon Earth, as furely as he is a
Sinner ; 3dly, That fhe had her Head ftruck off at Holy-well,
and miraculoufly fet on again, as furely as he is now at Holy-
well himfelf, and has his Head upon hisShoulders; 4thly, That
The is now glorified in Heaven, as furely as he is now praying
‘on Earth. T would defire the Pilzrims to this Holy Spring, to
‘confider with themfelves, whether they cani or cught to want
iany of thefe Points of Certainty, of ‘the Life, and Death, and
Sanélity, and Glorification of St. Wemcfrede, in cafe they are
xequired to thank God for her, or to pray to her ; and then, to
give me the Patience of reading the following Obfervations,
in which I have endeavoured to fhew, that they neither have,
nor can have, that Certainty and Affurance of her Life; and
‘Death, and San&ity, which ought to be the Bottom of Praife
to God for ber, or Prayer to her herfelf. This is the Purpofe
of the following Obfervations ; and which I could not avoid
repeating often.

s 1 have feen tender Virgins, who would look “pale,
»» and tremble at a Northern Blaft, finking themfelves un-
»» der Water, offering their Vows and Prayers with as great
3o Alacrity, as if they had been partaking of the moft
»» tranfporting Joys upon Earth. The interior Fire of Di-
» ¥ine Love got the upper Hand of the cold Element,

and flaming Petitions mounted up to bring down expeél-
: ed Bleflings. '-P 5 pe

This is very high indeed. Devotion has its Tranﬁaolrts cer-
tainly ; but every Body will not eafily. believe ;haﬁhcy;;ﬂ
0 eithes
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either raifed, or cherifhed much, by plunging into very cold
Waters, St. Bemnet rolled himfelf, all naked, ina Bed of Bri-
ars and Nettles, for another Purpofe ; and St. Frarcis made to
himfelf a Mifirefs of a large Snow.ball : But I believe they were
rather voluntary Penances, than any great Helps to Devotion
at that Time, how ufeful foever they might afterwards prove.
And I doubt that chefe adventurous Virgins muft be content
to hear the Standers-by, pafs much the fame Judgment upon
their Undertakings, if they will not be content to own they
come, as others do, for Health and for Refrefhment. [ do, in
great Earneft, wifh thefe Waters had more falutary Virtues in
them, than 1 thipk they have; ’tis for the Country’s Good,
and for the Good of every one : But I would not have thefe
good Effe&ts, whatever they are, affigned to fo wrong a Caufe,
as they are by poor deluded Pilgrims, or rather by thofe who
ought to teach chem better.

s, No Complaint was heard, except this pious one, that
» they knew little of the Merits of the Saint ; only that
s this was the Place of her Martyrdom, and that it was
» famed for miraculous Cures, both of Soul and Body.
»s This valuable Confideration engaged me to undertake,
s» What I here offer unto you, not to gratify Curiofity,
s» but to promote Piety and Devotion.

Pilgrims are ufually reafonable enough in thefe Cafes, and
complain of little more than of the Hardfhips of their Jour-
nies, The Men that {fend them on thefe Errands, andche Men
that live upon the Place to which they are fent, have generally
a good Underftanding betwixt them, and take Care to keep up
the Credit of each other ; and above all, to magnify the Saint,
whofe Shrine they are to vifit. The Pilgrims to St. Wenefiede's
Well, were exceedingly fatisfied, it feems, that fhe was a greac
Saint, and that Holy-well wasthe Place where fhe fuffered Mar-
tyrdom, and famous for many wonderful Cures wrought both
on Peoples Souls and Bodies; but they wanted, belike, to
know the Particulars of her Life and Death a little better 3
and this Author undertakes, in the following Book, to give
them Satisfaltion. I have already faid a little, and fhall here-
after have Occafion to fay much more, to convince both him
and his Pilgrims, that neither can He give, nor They have, the
Satisfaltion wanted in this Matter. I will only add ‘in this
Place, that I believe no one can produce any Author, either
written or printed, who mentions any Parifb, Church, ox Well,
to have been in the Place where Holy-well now ftands, beyond
the Year 1130. In Doomfday-Book, which was made between
the Years 1084 and 1086, there is no fuch Name to be found,
tho' Gronant, Prefiartyn, Diffard, Gulgrave, Mofton, Whitford, Caer=

w,
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wis, Halken, Skeiviog, and other adjacent Towns, (that now lie
in Flynifbire, but were then reckoned in Chefbire) are to be -
found, with little Variation of the Names. This is indeed
a negative Argument, and in it felf not very concluding, be-
caufe the not naming a Place, is not a Proof that no fuch Place
then was: But to fuch as know the Nature and Intent of ma-
king that Book, which was to be a Survey, as it were, and Tera
rier of the whole Kingdom, by which the Kings were to know
their Strength, and rare their Wealth in Taxes ; to fuch, I
fay, the Silence of Doom/day-Bosk will be a kind of Proof, that
Holy-weldl_was not then a Parifh or Place of any Note. The
Britith Name of it is Treffyunon, in Englifh Wel-town ; but the
oldeft Date of that, that I can find, is not, I guefs, much a-
bove 400 Years. The Word Haly-well is evidently Saxon, and
the firlt Time it appears to me, is in the Charter of Confirma-
tion, made to God, St. Mary, and the Monks of Bafingwerk, in
Flyntfbire, by King Henry 111, tho’ it has hitherto been thought
. to be Henry I1; but fince the King there gives the Lands which
once belonged to . Pevers! in the Time of King Henry his
Grandfather, and it is certain_that Hewy 11 fook away thofe”
Lands from W. Peverell, becaufe be was found ro have oyfon«
ed Randle the fecond Earl of Chifler, in ‘or about the Year
1154,therefore 'tis'plain that Henry hiere named muft have béen
Henry 11, whofe Grandfather Hewrp IT was. It was this'Rawdle .
Earl of Chefter that is {aid to have founded: Bafingwerk, in  the .
Year 1131; fo the Mounafticon, Vol. L. p. 7205 but Fobn Bronifr
ton in_his Chronicon, and Hen. Knighzon,, tell us it was Henry 11,
that founded the Monaftery of B';:ﬁ:rzg,merk. after the Year
1150, tho’ they do not agree in the Year. The Way to recon-
cile thefe things, is to fay, that King Henry II was the Foun-.
der, but Ranulf Earl of Chefier the great Benefator, who gave
them Halywell, Fulbrooke, and other Places ; not fo early as 1131,
nor yet {o late as 1154, but fome Time between thofe Years.
There is allo Mention made of Haliweil in the Charter of Con-
firmation made to the fame Monaftery, by Lewsliue Prince of
Wales and David his Son, 1240. But let the Well be as old as
it. will, the:Silence of Giraldus Cﬂm&ﬁ:‘ﬁh who went the Vi-
fitation- Circuit with Baldwine Archbifhop of Camterbury in
1188, i3 one of the fhrewdeft Signsin che World, that the
eIl was then in no Credit at all ; for tho’ he favs they lay all
Night at Bafiuwerk, which is not above Half a Mile from Holy-
well, and to which, as you have feen above, Holy-well bea
longed, yet he fays not.one Word of either the Place, or the
#ell, or the Saiut, or of any Cures or Miracles wrought at
that Place by her ; and yet there is hardly a Page in . all that
dtinerarium Cambrie, but has fome one or more ridiculous and
fuperftitious Stories jn it: Which is a fort of Demonflration
to fuch as know the. Manner of that Writer, that 1t Was not
for want of believing or remembring, but of hearing and

knowing
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knowing any thing remarkable of Wenefrede, or Holy-well, that
he made no Mention of them. There is alfo at the End of
Nenwius, in the Gotton-Library, Vitell. A. 13. a Page or two,
with the Title — De Mirabilibus Walliz, in which thereis Men-
tion made of other Springs and Waters in Wales, famous for
fomething or other, but not a Word of Holy-well. The Rea-
der, I hope, will be content that I endeavour now and then
to gratify his Curiofity, in fuch Remarks as thefe; fince the E-
diror’s Views and mine are very différent.

» The Life of St. Wenefrede was firfk written by St Ele-
s 7ius, who is frequently mentioned in it. .

There is no other Proof in the World that ever there was any
fuch Man in Being as Elerius, but his being mentioned in the
Life of Wenefrede written by Robertus Salopienfis; and in this Life
there is not one Word faid of his having written any thing
about her. . Leland in C. 49. De Scriptorib: Brit. gives this Ac-
count of him: ,, Elerius was heretofore, and ftill is; in great

-3 Efteem amongft the Welch. I take him to have ftudied firfk
» at St. Afaph, upon the Banks of the River Elwy, and after-
» wards, to avoid the Noife and Frequency of People, to have
s retired, as it were, into the Defart. Thisis moft manifeft,
s that he erefted a Monaftery fomewhere about the Vale of
33 Clwyd, in which there was a great Number both of Men and
»s» Women, amongf{t whom was Wenefrede, a noble Virgin
» Bred up by Bewno, and whofe Head was afterwards cut o
” k{ Caradoc, her furious Lover.

oft of this is taken out of the Life of Wenefrede, written
by Robert, and has no more Authority than that can give it 2
But here is no Mention of any Life written by Elerins, which
yet had been much to Robert’s Purpofe, and would have given
him great Credit, if he could have faid that Part of the Account
of Wenefrede was written by Elerius, one that lived at the fame
Time with her, and was her Spiritual Father and Inftruor.
This was an Advantage that Robers could not have overs
looked, but he knew nothing of it: And that is an unans
{werable Proof that Elerins did not write the Life of Wenes
frede. That he ftudied (if ever there was fuch a Man) upon
the Banks of Elwy, is faid by Leland, perhaps npon as good
Ground as if he had faid the Banks of Fordan ; and [ dare
{ay the one may be as well proved as the other can. I do
not hereby mean chat Leland invented this Story, but that he
tranfcribed it out of fome Manufcript he mer with in his
Searches, and fet it down (as his Way was) out of his Au~
thor, without believing it any more than I do. That St. 4fapk
fhould be a Place of great Refort, and a kind of Univerfiry,
where, amonglt other Inkabitants, there dwelt 96§ Monks
3co of which looked after I;he Cattle and the Plough, ;:d
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300 moré were bufied in the Offices of the Monaftery, andin’
providing Diet and other Neceflaries for the reft ; and che!
remaining 365 were Students and Priefts, and employed in.
the Service of God; that thefe People fhould live in the’
Town of Stc. Afaph is wery amply attefted: in the Legend of:
St. Kinrigern,- written by Foceline a Monk, 2nd much abour the!
fame Time 'with Robert, and of full as good Authority; but it
would beé wery flrange if Leland, or any one who knew the!
Country and Place, fhould believe it. “One Thing more s
think ficting to obferve about Elsrius’s writing the Life of
St. Wesisfrede, and that'is; That'Dr. Thomas iames, formerly Li-
brary-K-eper at Oxfordy and: a very Learned Man, finding the.
Life of Winefrede in the Cotton-Library, written by a namelefs
Author, noted by the Margin thefe Words--- Per Elerinm’ Bri
tamtuye Momachum, Amno 660. I doubt not but he was led into!
this Miftzke by the ordinary Tradition; for had he read the!
Life it felf, be would have found it written by one who lived!
after Willigim the Conguevor's Timie, which is goo Yéars after the
pretended Elerine's Time. Thereisalfo another Note added
to Dr. Jamis's by another Hand, thus —— 7%l porsus per Ro:,

bertum Salopienfem, Auno Y140, 0t ir quidam eruditus melins.

doger : 'But this is allo a Miltake, for the Life in the Cotton=
Library contradilts Robert in fome Places, and is not one fixth.
Parc {o long, as they who will compare them may fee. -Who.
this Pir evaditus was [ know not, bat the Perfon who fays this
of him, was the late learned Dr. Tho. Smith in his Account of.
the Cozron-Library ; but neither the one nor the otlier had feen
. the Life written by Robert. o T

yww From him (i. e. from Elerins) Robertus Salopienfis cold
s le&ts and fupplies, efpecially what related to the Trin-
» {lation of her Holy Body, he being the'chiiff'&gfntfiii‘
;3 bringing the fame to his Monaftery. ' This Robsrr, the
s Worthy Prior of Shrewsbury (who afterwards, for his
s, great Talents, was cholen Abbot) wrote.the Saint’s Life
»» foon after the Tranflation of that Trealure; which wag
» 1 the Year of our Lord God 1138, & .7 o

Te is iudeed faid in Robers’s Account, that the Tranflation
of thele ' Bones was made in the Second Year of King Srephen,
which falls in 1137--8.  But to this I have two or three Ob-
jeétions. “Firff, That the Life of Winefrede in the Corron-Library
{which was plainly written after the Norman Kings, as'appears
by Dicbus quineti fm Framorum: And, In tempore quogue Franios
riem & And, Facis jure uwbique per Patriam wiolare, Francis atque
Gunlenfibus [0 ad fucicem oppugnantibus 3 and more of the like
Kind, which ‘evidently refer to the Tintes of ithe: Novwan
Piinces, 6f 'whom King Stephon wras the laft 1) From this Ii.._ifc;
ooe Ifay,
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I fay, it appears that the Body of St. Wencfrede was even then
at Guitherin, the Place where fthe lived, and died, and was
‘buried. Locus quidem, quo cum wirginious converfara, Guitherin
wgcatur 3 que erzam post vite dormirionem, cum Conf.dalibus wiv-
ginibss, VII Kalendas Fulii, [epulca requiefcit in Chriffo.” Who-
ever will read this Lite of Wenefrede will find it was written by
‘a Welchman 3 and fince it was written after the Times of che
- Norman Kings, and no Mention made of the Removal of her
.Body or Bones to Shrewsbury, but taken for granted that flie
ftill lay buried at Guitherin, 1t is-not very likely chat the Tran-
(flation was fo early as 1138, which was the Second Year of
King Step/ien 5 at leaft che Writer of this Life bad heavrd of no
Auch s:hiug, who, I fay, in all Likelihood wrote afrer the Days
- ¢ of Henry the Firlt, if not after thofe of S:ephen ; becaufe it is
- not reconcileable with either Cuftom or common Senfe fora
- Whriter to {ay, In the Days of the Normans ; or, In the Norman
Times 3 or, In the Times when the Normans and the Welch weve
st Wars, unlefs he wrore at leaft a litde sfter thofe Times.
- Another Objettion to this early Tranflation of Wemefrede’s
. Bones to SArewsbury is this, That Ordericus Fitalis {ays nothing
. of this Macter, who was as likely as any Man elfe to do it, if
~he had heard of it, becaufe of his near Relation and Affetion
.to this Monaftery at Skrewsbury. The Account he gives of
- himfelf is, That he was born in the Year 1074, the XIV Kal.
nMarch, and baptized at Adreingefbam, not far from Shrowsbury, a
“Town upon the Severn, by one Ordericus, a Prieft,’ who gave
~Kim his own Name, and was his God-father; at Five Years
old he was fent to School at Shrewsbury to one Sigward, a Prieft,
who taught in the Church of St. Pefer and Poul, which Church
belonged to Odelir:us, his Father, and ftood by the River Mola:
Here he ftay’d till he was Ten Years old, and was thence re-
moved to Utica in Normandy, where at Eleven he received the
" firft Tonfure, and was called Firalis, becaufe it happened on
that Saint’s Day ; at Sixteen he was made Sub-Deacon, ac
- Eighteen Deacon, at Thirty three Prieft, and {0 continued 34
Years, 'when he made an End of his Hiftory, which wasin
the Year 1141. Odelirius, his Facher, was a great Friend of
‘Roger de Montgomery, who was Earl of Shrewsbury; and it was
at his Exhortation, and by his Afliftance, that Roger buile and
endowed this Monaftery in 1083, and fetched his Monks from
Sats in Normandy to fill it. In this Mopaltery Odelirius ived
and died a Mon® himfelf in 1101, and fo did a Son of his, and
Brother to Ordericus, Thefe are the Reafons why Ordericus
is fo very particular in his Defcription and Account of this
Monaftery above any other Writer we have ; it was his na-
tive Country, he went to School in the very Church, that
was afterwards turned into a Monaftery of BewediFines ; his
Father and Brother were Monks in it, and doubclefs many of his
' Relations lived about and near the Place, It isto him (and, for
30 Da any
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any thing I have yet feen, to him alone) that we owe the
Knowledge of this Foundation, and of the firft Abbots of it,
and of other private Occurrences relating to this Place. Itis
he who in the %’ear 1138 (the very Year of the pretended Tran-
flation of Wencfrede's Bones) tells us, that William Fitzalan,
Municeps ¢ Vicecomss Scrobesharie, who married Robers the Earl
of Gloucefter’s Dau%‘htcr, rebelled againft King Srephen, and held
Shrewsbury againft him for a whole Month ; but that at laft the
Xing took it in Auguft : And yet this Ordericus, as zealous a
Monk as Robert, but a better Hiftorian, {ays not one Word
of Wenefrede's Tranflation, though he has Occafion to mention
the Tranfaétions of the very Year in which it was done, in the
very Town where it was done ; nay, he continues his Hifto
three Years or four lower, and yet fays nothing of it. This
makes me fufpet Robers’s Credit a litcle in his Story of the
Tranflation : For although Silence is not a fure Foundation
to build an Arﬁument upon, either for or againft a Fa&, vyet I
affure the Reader, that the Silence of a Monk in the Cafe of a
Saint’s Tranflation to a Monaftery much favoured by him, is
clear another thing than the Silence of other Hifforians in
other Cafes.

In the MS. Life of Sir 7. Ware, the Tranflation is faid to have
been in Tempore Regis Henrici 3 and if he means Henry the Se-
cond, I thould fooner incline to believe it s bur it is not worth
the while to give Reafons for either Opinion. Robert is not an
Hiftorian whom one would be at any Pains to difcredit, if
good People were not moved by his Authority to go on Pil-
grimage to a Saint of his making.

» His Sincerity is much commended by Card. Baronius,
39 Surius, Pits, and Po(fevinus.

I affure the Reader that none of thefe People {ay one Word
or Syllable of the Siuncerity of Prior Rabert 5 not one of them
ever faw his Book. Whatever Pizs fays is tranfecribed from
Leland or Bale, with a little Change of Words, and generally
for the worfe. Surius gives us a fhore Life of Wenefrede, but .
it is bur an Abbreviation of Capgrave. Poffevinus fays, He
Wwas a Briton, a Monk, and wrote the Life of Wenefrede, and
lived about r140. Card. Baronins fays nothing ar all of him;
bur in his Notes on the Roman Martyrology, on Nowv. 3. tells
us, That he had heard great Matters of Wenefrede's Well, and
the Miracles done there, from Thomas Goldwel the Bifhop of
St. Jfaph himfelf, who was an Eye-witnefs, and worthy of
all Credit, bur not a Word of Rebers. I with the Popifh
Readers would learn a little to diftruft the Relztions and
Hiftories which their Priefls put into their Hands, and be
now and then at the Pains to examine whether the Fadts and
Accounts they give of Matters be o as they reprefent them

B y or
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or no. The New Editor of this Life of St. Wenefrede in 1713,
does but tranfcribe this Paflage from the Publifher of her Life
/in 1635, but he does not do it honeftly neither ; for the Paf-
fage there is, That Robert was, for his great Sincerity, by
Card.Barowius, Surius,C 4 PG R A V E, Pits, Poffevinus,and others,
worthily commended. Capgrave, it feems, was not thought
-a Name of fo good Credit as the reft, and therefore in this
New Edition is left out; but, after all, he was the only Man
of all the Company that ever faw the Life of Wencfrede write
ten by Roberz 5 and it is from his Abbreviation of her Life,
that all the reft of the Writers fpeak : Even Alford himfelf, and
‘Crefly, his Tranflator, knew nothing of Robert, but what th
found in Capgrave, though both of them wrote after the Fefuit

7. F. publifhed her Life in Englifb from a Copy of Robers of
Shrewsbury in 1635.

,» It was penned by him in Latin, and dedicated by
»» him to Guarinns Prior of Worcefter, both being of the
»» Holy Order of glorious Benedist. He ‘tells Guarinus,
s» That what he prefents him with, is from the anciens and
» undoubted Monuments and Records of [uch Monafteries and
s Churches as the Virgin % known to have lived in 5 as allo
»» from the Depofitions of venerable Priefls, worthy of all

»w Credir for their Religions Profeffion, Sandlity of Life, and
1 great Learning, .

The Life of Wensfrede, written by Robert Prior of Shrew(~
bury, is diretted to one Gua-.~ or Warinus, and fuch 2 one was
Prior of Worcefler between the Years 1130 and 1140, who
were both Beneditiines.  So far is true ; but that which follows
18 not true, wvix. that Robert tells Guarinus, That what he pre-
fents him with is from ancient and undoubted Momuments and Rea
cords of fuch Monafieries and Churches as the Firgin is known to have
lived in. This is indeed what the Fefuit 7. F. makes Robert fay
to Guarin in his pretended Tranflation of him ; and this is what
the New Editor in 1712 tranfcribes from 9. F. and puts upon his
poor Pilgrims ; but Robert fays no fuch thing : His Words are
thele, Partim per Scedulas in Ecclefiss Patrie, in qua deguifle dia
nofcitur, collegi : partim quorundam Sacerdotum relgtionibus addidici,
05 ¢5* Antiguitas veneranda commendabat, & quorsm verbis fidem
adlsibere ipfo Religionis habitus compellebar. ~ In * Englifh thus ; The
Life of the Bleffed Virgin Wenefrede, which I hawe lately made and
fent to you, I bave partly collefted from the Jeattered Aocounts I found
i Writing in the [everal Churches of the Country, in which f[be is
known to have converfed and lived 3 and partly learn'd from the Ree
iations of [fundry Priefts, whofe wenerable Age recommended them to
me, and whofe very Garb and Habit conftrained me to to believe what
#hey (mid. This is Rebers’s Account of the Materials cut of

which
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which he compofed his Work, and how he came by them;
which, in my Opinion,falls very fhortof ancient and undoubted Mo-
muments ; nor is-thére one Word about Monafferies, nor any thing
«o fignify the Sandity of Life, or great Lemrning of the Priefts,
his Informers and Inftru&tors.  They might be very holy, and
Jearned too, according tothe Times ; but Rebert does not tell
us {o. Thofe are the Flourithes of F: E. the Fefuir, who thought
a bare Tranflation of the Words of his Author would not make
{o. much for the Credit of his Work as he believed it ought ta
have: But thisis what I wonld: have the Popith Readers now
-and then complain of te their Priefts, and tell them that the
Proteftonts take notice: of their Want of Honefty and good
-Faith in Matters of this fort. Whadtever Robere’s Sincerity might
‘be in wrising this Life, I affure the Reader, the Tranflator has
not thewn any great Marks of his own ; for befides what I
have already taken notice of, he has made other Additions
.even in the Author’s Dedication-Epiftle, which are not in the
Original.  Robart, tells Guarinus, That the fecond Motive to
his writing the Life was the Love he bore to the Virgin 5 That
‘her great Merits being fet forth, due Honour might be paid
“her by the Faithful.  Sccundario, Virginis amor, quo declaratis
‘ipfius merizis, bonor ¢i debitus a Fidelibus {mpendererur.  This was
“#oo poor and ‘modeft for the Ffuit : He tranflates it thus ;
"The fecond was ‘my efpecial Love and Devotion to ‘this moft e
mowned Virgin aud Martyr :{f our Country, that by her Sanétity and
great Merits, here by me declared, fhe mighe by faithful Souls
be the more devoutly honoured, [erved, and prayed unto. He alfo
“eranflates Keridicorum_affertione contefista, by certain’ and un-
-doubted Relations ; the Word Vitam by eminent San&ity and
«Graces. Now this is not to tran{late another’s Words, butto
,write one’s own Senfe ; and yet the Popifth Readersare made
_ga: believe that Robert wrote thefe rhings soo Years fince,
_aphereas in truth it was 7. F. the Fefuit that wrote them in
1635, and I know not who that publifhed them again in 1712.
But before. I leave this Head, I defire the Reader to confider
~wihether ‘this had: ot been armoft proper Place for Rober? to
_have told us, That he had colleGed fome of his Materials
_from  the Accountsithat Elerius left, had he heard of any fuch

Wrinngs ©

", That Robert omits what is lefs certain, as her Journey
-4s 10 Rome, and other Paflages, not {ufficiently attefted :
',y So nice and {crupulous was the good Prior, not to re-
+,, commend any thing to Pofterity, which was not uncon-
‘,, troulable Matter of Fatt. % '

” _ - Rt . .
. . Raobert fays, he purpofedly left out her Journey to Rome, and
. other common Stories that went about concerning Wenefrede,

* pecaufe he found them in no Books, nor handed 2bout by f.::m_v,r
: €0-
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People whom he could truft. He had not therefore feen the
Life of Wencfredey above-mientioned, written by @ namelefs
Author,; which fays fhe went to Rome ~— Rumam, ut memorant,
petiit] nir{tm?df Caufa Senftorum Apoffolorum foca. And who can
tell us, why a Man'fhould fcruple to believe the made a Jour-
ney to Reme, who firmily‘believed that fhe lived at leaft fifteen’
Years, after her Head was cut off, and fec on again ? This;
I fear, is ftraining ac.Gnats, and {wallowing Camels. When
once a Woman’s ‘Head is cut off, and right fet on again, fhe
will as ealily go from*Wales to Reme, as from Holy-wel! to Gui=
thersm. " I ask the ‘Reéader’s Pardon for this Levity : but'if
would raife a Man’s Indignation or Contempt, to fee fuch a3
call themfelves the Priefls of the moff high God, telling the moft
ridiculous Scories; with a very grave and ferious Air ; talking
about the Seruples of legendary Writers 3 and giving us for &
true Hiffory, @ Relationthat-is not quite fo well attefted, and
authentical as the Hiftory of Guy of Warwick is.,, ”
"5, Tis true, he pught to have ﬂbré;;}:gjd_ the Rules of an
;» exatt Hiftorian, as to the Years of her Life, Death,and
,, Tranflation, which he omitted. - However, out of o-

,» ther Claffical Authots, I fet down the Centuries,

The Truth of it's, Robert might as well have fer down the
Yeurs 'of hér Birch, Beheading, Removal from ofe Place to ano-
ther, and ‘thie Time 0f 'her fecond Death, “with as much Cera
tainty as-airy thing elfe he relates, for he knew them all alike.
But it feems, that. méither.the Schedule nor the himing Priefis,
had told him any thing about the Time of her Life, or firft,
or{econd Death. . Bat I rather think, he was wife enough to
be afraid of naming Years, and King’s Reigns, which might
be examined into, andy if .not well afcertained, bring fome
Difcredit on his Hiltesy. .; In this he fhewed himfelf as skilful
a.Writer, -as any I haye {een, of the like Sort 3 for,in a Life
of .fo great Length as this is, (containing 30 or 40 Pages in a
{mall Foljo, written in a good legible Hand) you:will hot meet
with one Wurd, or Hint, from whence you can guefs when
Wenefrede lived or died. - This I do not think wasan Omiflion
in Robert, but a wife’ and artful Concealment, and done with
Defign. However, the new Editor is refolved to fupply this De-
fect, and to fet down ‘the. Centwries, and that out of Claffical
Authors too, the Meaning of which, Iconfefs, I do not com-
prehend, having, ever fince I was at School, underftood that
Word otherwife. -+ 4, ¢ - i .

i i ; el i 4] shlE L

. L0 proceed withf:fager. Security; I alfo take for m
» Guide, that learned Antiquary; and accurdte Annalif¥,
»» the R. F. Michael 4lford, 8.J. who, in his 2d Tome,

s printed 1663, treats at large this Subjeét. Al
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Alford does indeed give us the Life of Wenefrede atlirge, and
makes many Obfervations, to_bis Purpofe, as he goes along,
upon it ; but fill it is the Life that Cepgrave gives us ; for he
had never feen the Life that was written by Roters. He takes
it indeed for the Life that was written by 'Robers, and {o far he
is in the Right ; for Capgrawve abbreviated Robert’s Life, and
put it into his Legend of Englith Saints 3 and F. Alford is fo
IDgenuous, as to cite it, — Robert Salop, apud Capgrave ; and:
Robertus Abbas, ut ewm refert Capgravins : Which make it evie:
dent, that he had not, at that Time, feen the original Life
written by Rebert, which is four times bigger than the Abbre-
viation. : it ] -

» I likewife read attentively the ,Church-Hiﬂary of the
» R.F. Serenus Creffy, fet th_'th In 1668 3 who, in the
-3 Preface, acquaints the Reader; that altho® great Part
99 Of his Volume is owing to F. Ji'fﬁ:rd', he has other an=

» cient Records to affit him, in carr ing on the Work.
» This religious Author being of the holy Order of ‘St.
» Benedift, 1 rationally {uppofed that he might have fuch
» Manufcripts in Cuftody, ascame not to the Knowledge
» of other Writers, which poffibly had been fecured by
» the Body, at the Diffolution of Monafteries. Neither
» of them vary as to the Relation of her Life and Death,
s, they only differ in a2 Name, or two, wiz. Trebuith for
s, Thewith, and Caradocus for Cradocns, who imbrued his
»» Hands in the holy Virgin’s facred ‘Blood. '

Crefly’'s Church-Hiftory is a very poor Work, undereakeri for
the Sake of the Englifh Readers, and to’ ferve inftead of the
old Legendary, which was grown 'a little out of Fafhion ; but
it has lictle or nothing in it, which is not tranflated from M.
Alford 5 and of the Story of Weméfrede he fays nothing (be-
caufe he knew nothing) but what the Fefuit’ had faid before.
As for the Benediéiimes having fecured any confiderable Manu-
fcripts, at the Diffolution of Monafteries, ’tis a Fancy that has
run in many Peoples Heads, but' without any good Grounds.
The Proteflants would be as glad as themfelves, that they had fo
done ; but fince 150 Years have produced little or nothing of
that l‘fiud from thefe Fathers, we muft, I doubr, be content
with what we have at home. As to the exa@ Agreement be-
twixt thofe two Writers, it will eafily happen, when one of
them tranflates from the other ; and if they had differed in
more material Points than thofe mentigned, it had been no
great Matter, for they tell but one and the fame filly 'Stery,

from one and the fame Legend. E
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»» Doubtlels you will obferve, that this Edition of St.
v Wenefrede's Life, is rather to be look’d upon as a Re-
»» impreflion , with fome Amendments of the former
,, Book, fet forth in the Year 1635, by J. F. of the So-
s, ciety of Fefus 5 which he tranflated from a very ancienr
» (as he declares) and authentical Manufcript of Robert
s Prior of Shrewsbury.

. ’Tis better, I think, ro hear what 7. . fays himfelf in his

Preface, — Whofe Book (meaning Robert’s) copied truly ont of
an old authentical Manufcripe, I have bere, in Senfe, jgfrtsfuiﬁ
tranflated ; {o that F- F. tranflated frem a Copy, not from az
euthentical Manufeript it felf.  But that which is more to the
Purpofe to oblerve, is, that he tells us he tranflated Robers’s
Book, in Senfe 3 i.e. he did not tranflate it according to the
Letter, becaufe he fays, The Author's old Phrafes were [carcely ex--
preffible in good Englifh. T muft own, that it is very hard to
tranflate an old Latin Legend, into good, or into tolerable
Englifh ; and therefore many times we muft be content with
the Senfe of the Writer, where his Words cannot be well turn-
ed ; but then, in all thefe Cafes, an honeft Man will be ob-
liged to vary, as little as is poflible, from the Senfe which the
Words give moft naturally. The Tranflation of 7. F. the
Fefuit is, in this Refpe&, very faulty : He varies when there
is no Manner of Need ; and when the Words are plain, and
might be very litterally tranflated. His Tranflation is not
much above Half what it would have been, had he tranflated
it liteerally, fo that he has left out a great deal ; and in other
Places he has added things of his own Head, which his Au-
ther thought not of ; and I am confident there is not a Chap-
ter in the whole Book, where he has nort tranflated fomething
very wrong, and made either more or lefs of it, than the
Author intended. Whoever will be at the Pains to compare
the Latin with the Englifh, will wonder, as I do, that he
thould fay, He had faithfully tranflated Robert, in Senfe. 1 have
given a Specimen of his Fidelity in the Preface, and it is
really fo, more or lefs, throughout the whole Work. And
yet, after all, his Book may much more properly be called #
Tranflation of Robertus Salopienfis, than the new Edition of
Wenefrede's Life put out in 1712, can be called & Re-impreffion
of J. E. the Fefuir’s Book j for che latter is exceedingly unlike
the former. :

» The two firlt Letters of his Name, and Calculation
,, of the Time, when F. Alford lived, brings to m
»» Thoughts, that very probably it was he who engliﬂzeg

E .y I3
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“ it : For Crefly tells me in his Preface, that altho' he
‘“ publithed his Tomes under the borrowed Names of

““ Alford, aliws Griffith, his real Paternal Name was Fobs
“ Flood. :

F. Alford was born in 1585, and died in 1653 ; and might
therefore very well tranflate Robertus in 1635, and put it out,
under the Name of 7. F. But I have this Obje&ion againft
it, that 7. F. tranflated Robertus Salopienfis, and therefore faw,
and had that Book in his Hands ; whereas it appears that F.
Alford never {aw Robertus’s Life, but cites it out of Gapgrave ;
and yet he lived 18 Years after the Year 1635, in all which
Time he might have amended that Paflage, and very probably
would have taken Notice of Robers’s Hiftory of the Tranfla-
tion of St. Wencfrede's Bones to Shrewsbury, which he mentions
in his Annals of 1138, but mentions out of Cepgrave ftill,
who has but a Line or two about it. This makes me conclude
that 7. F. was not M. Alford.

» Lowe fo much Deference to the Memory of this learn-
» ed Man, whofe Merits are known by his elaborate
»» Works, and who had the Perufal of the moft ancient
s Records of Britain, that you will find little more than
»» the Subflance of your former Book : Yet muft have
5»» Leave to fay, that the Englifh of it is {o obfolete, and
»» the tacking of the Words together, fo much differing
s» from the prefent way of Writing, that moft People de-
» fired it might appear fomething more polithed. 1 may
» add, that *tisa difficult Matter to procure a Copy 3 and
»» on this Account, thofe devoted to our facred Patronefs,
» languifhed after a frefh Supply from the Prefs.

I have no Purpofe to detralt any thing from the Praife of
F. Alford, (who is here taken to be #. F.) [ havea Refpett for
all Men who endeavour to do what Honour and Service they
can to their native Country. His 4 Volumes of Amnals, are
not generally had in that Efteem, thac I think chey deferve ;
his Induftry and Diligence are very great, and his Method is
very eafy and ufeful. As to the new Edition of 7. F.'s Book,
I know not how it can be called fo; it is by no Means the
fame Book : It treats of the fame Subje, but in a very diffe-
rent Manner; fome things are left out, and others are put in,
and the Language much altered, but whether it be mended by
pofgbz‘ﬁg, I will not determine : Plain Englifh, after all, is the
beft Language, and will live longeft ; but plain Englifh is
pot very fit for @ religions Remance ; and 1 take thofe People

who languifh after a new and polifhed Edition of St.fW;ngi. :
' jregey o3
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_ of efr#ugem - But, in good Ear-
neft, how can any ferious Chriftians call St. Wencfrede, our fa-.
cred Patronefs * This is Language proper for the Hiftory of
the feuen Champions, where St. George is for England, St. Andrew
for Scotland, St. Fames for Spain, &e. Countries in which they
never fet their Foot. But is it thus, that St. Wenefrede is Pa«
tronefs of Wales ? Tdoubt it isa much more ferious and religi
m“ﬂ:r; and of this I fay that ferious Chriftians ought to
fthamed. My Opinion is, that there are no fuch Patrons,
or Patroneffes, appointed by God, over feveral Countries ; or
that take, of their own Accord, the Care of {uch a Nation,
Region, City, Town, or Diftri&, in particular. But fhould I
ever fall into this fuperftitious Dotage, and grow fond of any
Saint’s particular Prote&ion, (either diftrufting that of God,
or, through a falfe Humility, not daring to approach his
Throne immediately my felf ) T hope I fhould have the good
Senfe and Difcretion left me, to choofe a Saint, of whofe Being,
and Graee, and #irtue, and Religion, T mighe reft as well aflur-
“ed, as I am that there is any fuch Place of Happinefs as Hea-
wen, or any Saint therein. I would choofe the blefled Zirgin,
or an dpofile, or fome old and celebrated Saint and Martyr,
Ignatius, Polycarp, or Cyprian, or fome fuch one, as all the
World agreed in honouring for their holy Life and Death. 1
would not choofe fuch a Saint as Wenefrede, of whofe very .
Being, there is no Manner of Certainty left to us. I would
not pray to one, of whom I find no Mention made for full
oo Years, after the Time wherein.fhe is faid to have lived.
I would not go on a Pilgrimage to a Saint’s Well, whofe Hifto-
ry is only told by & poor Monk, that lived fo long after her as
soo Years, and brings ne one Writer of Name or Credir, to
vouch for any thing he fays concerning her, all that Interim,
except a few loofe Scraps of Paper or Parchment, in the
Church Cheft, or the Relations of fome honeft old Priefts,
who told him what the Stories of the Country were about
her. Such a Tradition as this, is not Ground fufficient for a
Chriftian to build a Patronagze upon. Were I a Papift, I would
not have a Patronefs of Prier Robert’s making, who, by being
fo much concerned to profic his Monaftery at Salop, by bring-
ing thither the Bones of Wenefrede, and thereby more Compa-
ny, and thereby more Offerings, might poflibly be tempred to
ﬁi things of her, that were not exaétly true. But I would
ask for as good Vouchers, and authentick Writers, to teftify
the Time fhe lived in, the Places fhe converfed in, the Death
fhe fuffered, the fetting her Head again upon her Shoulders;
and the fecond natural Death fhe underwent, as we have for
other Saints, who are honoured without Difpute, and of whofe
Gifts and Graces no one doubts, nor makes any Queftion ei-
ther of their Life or Death. When a Saint is the Patronefs of
-2 Country,ought not the Country to have all the Certainty and
' E 3 Satisfaltiop
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Satisfaltion that is poffible, whether, when, and how that Saint
lived and died ? Bur Wales can never have this Certainty and
Satisfaltion of its Patronefs, if Wenefrede be fhe, becaufe
there is no Author either in Manufcript, or in Print, who
lived within so0 Years of her Time, that does fo much as
name her Name, or fay a Word about her. But chis I have
fhewn ar large, in a Chapter of Notes, upon her Life; and I
only mention it here, to put the poor Pilgrims in Mindﬁ:w
11l they are nfed, and how their Priefts impofe upon their®Un-
derftanding, when they fend them, fo many Miles, to pray
to one, of whofe Exiftence, Life, and Death, they neither
have, nor can have, any Certainty. Ido not pretend, in this
Place, to difpute whether it be fic for Chriftians to choofe their
Patrons in Heaven, to pray to Saints, and go in Pilgrimages to
their Shrines ; but I fay, if all thefe things were lawful and al-
lowed, nay good and profitable, yet would it be a foolifh and
unreafonable thing, to pitch upon a Name, and place her as a
Saint in Heaven, whom I have no {ufficient Reaion to believe
ever to have lived upon the Earth, or, if fhe lived at all, that
fhe lived in the Fear of God, and died in his Favour j of
whom, in a Word, Iknow no more, than what a Monk hath
told me, ina moft miferable Account of her.

»» [ have kept my felf {o clofe to the hiftorical Part, that
5 altho’ frequent Opportunities invited to enlarge, I ab-
» lolutely tcc}uf ed to make any Additions of myown. I
,» have rather abbreviated when I concluded {ome Periods
,» not very material, and this to leflen Bulk, A few Oc-
»» currences are reduced to proper Places, and fome Paf-
»» lages are added out of holy Scripture, to fet in a truer
,» Light the Virtues of St. Wenefrede and others.

The Editor of this new Life is well aflured, that there are
not ten People in all the Queen’s Dominions, that can or will
compare his Book with the Life written by Rob. Salop, nor ma-
ny more that will compare it with the'pretended Tranflation
of 7. F. Fefuit, putoutin 1635. Butl, who have read them
all, (and many more of this bad Kind) can aflure the Reader,
that the Additions, Abbreviations, Omiflions, and Changes
made by this new Editor, have made it a very different Book,
from citherof, the other ; and if I may fpeak my Mind free-
ly, as I do if, without Contempt or Hl-will, I profefs ferioufly
that Rober:’s Book is by much the beft ; i.¢. confidering who he
was, and when he lived, the moft excufable of all the Three.
As to the Pafliges of holy Scripture, which are here added,
_they are, I confefs, fo needlefs, and fo oddly applied, that were
there no beiter ufe to be made of them, I fhould be inclined

to



to the Devout Pilgrims. = 37

to think, with the Papifts, that the People were not much
injured, in being debarred from reading them.

,, What is faid of St. Bexno’s Nobility, I relate out of
,, an unqueftionable Manufcript.

He fhould have told us of what Authority his Manufcript
wgs. for I have procured a Copy of Beuno’s Life, from an un-
qieftionable MS. in which his Nobility is a little otherwife
derived, than it feems to be in his; and till I know the con
trary, I fhall cake mine ro be the more authentical : But I {fub
mit it to the Reader, to judge if any Defcent can be greater
than that which follows.

Saint BE v N 0’5 Pedigree.

Beuno the Son of Bugu, the Son of Gwynlliw, the Son of Tea
gid, the Son of Cadell Drynlluc, the Son of Categyrn, the Son
of Gorthreyrun, the Son of Gorthegyrn, the Son of Kyllegyra, the
Son of Debeuwynt, the Son of Eudegan, the Son of Euddegem,
the Son of Elxd, the Son of Eudos, the Son of Eudolen, the
Son of Afallach, the Son of Amalech, the Son of Belym, the
Son of 4nma, the Mother of that 4ma that was Cozen Ger-
man to the Virgin Mary the Mother of Chrift.

Thus is Beuno’s Nobility unqueftionable by any reafonable
Man, confirmed by two fuch Manufcripts. I have printed
his Life, at the End, that the Reader might fee, that Beune
and Wenefrede were not only nearly allied, (as this new Life
tells us) but that there were many concordant Paffages and
Accidents in their Lives; or, at leaft, that they who wrote
their Legends thought fo: And I fhall be obliged to any learn-
ed Popifh Prieft, who will tell me, why Beuno’s Life is not as
credible, in all its Parts, as that of Wenefrede.

,» And I prefumed, that the Supplement of a few late
s5 Miracles would add Fuel to the Fire of Devotion.

A true undoubted Miracle, and well attefted, is of great
Force and Efficacy, both to beget, confirm, and increafe Faith
and Devotion ; but monftrous Stories, and impertinent Rela-
tions, beget Contempt of Miracles, and prejudice the Chrifti-
an Faith exceedingly.

,» You’ll find me faithful to the Author; my only Ap-
,» prehenfion is, that I have been deficient in the Saint’s
., due Praifes.

.YFis
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*T'is impoflible to be faithful to Roebertus Safup:‘e;ﬁr, and at
the fame time to be deficient in the Praifes of his Saint Wene-
frede. My Opinion is, however, that the Author of this New
Litfl'e has been neither faithful ro the one, nor deficient to the
other. :

* 5 Some perchance may think I am too liberal in the
» Elogium ; for we are fallen into an Age of Infidelity,
» and we are dreadfully over-run with Deiffs, I wifh not
» With Atheifts too, who f{ap the very Foundations of Re-
» vealed Religion, and allow equal Credit to the Alcoran
»» and Talmud they do to the Old and New Teftament.
., Such as will not believe that the Rod of Aaron com-
s, manded Streams from a dry Rock, or that Lazarus rot-
» ting in his Tomb returned to Life, will droll upon
y St. Wenefrede’s Well, and her Refufvitarion. Asif there
,, were no Mean between too credulous a Belief, and the
s»» Madnefs of believing nothing at all, when fhocking
s our wild Fancy, though back’d with the ftrongeft Evi-
,» dence of Humane Authority.

That there are Atheiffs in the Kingdom I have Reafon to be-
Yieve,and Deifts in much greater Number ; but that this wicked
Numberis fo prodigioufly great at prefent, and fo exceedingly
increafed within thefe few Years, is what I cannot eafily al-
Jow ; although it is fo much the commeon Cry, that not to
fall in wich it is enough to make one pafs for one of that bad
Number with many People. But I know that it has ferved
the Purpofe of fome defigning Men fo well, to have the Date
of the Growth of Infidelity fixed to, or about the Time of the
late Revolution, that I very much fufpe& the Truth of the Fa&
aipon that very Account; nor do I at all wonder that the Popsfb
Party does fo readily chime in with that, and all other Cries
that tend to the depreciating that grear Deliverance, that mighr
have proved fo fatal to their Intereft. And yer,of all Men living,
none can declaim againft the 4theifts and the Deiffs increaling in
England with a worfe Grace, or can be lefs in Earneft, than the
Popifb Priefis, as well becaufe ic is, as it were, the Rain and
Sun-fhine that procures them the more plentiful Harveft ; as
alfo, that nothing in the World does more naturally beget,
promote and increafe Contempt of all Rewealed Religiony than
the feeing the grofleft Corruptions of Popery pretend to ftand
upon the {ame Botrom, claiming the fame San&ion and Autho-
rity, and requiring the {fame Belief, and Reverence, and Obedi-
ence with the moft plain and undifputed Articles of our com-
mon Chriftian Faith, and our moft neceflary Duties. This is

. too large a Field to enter on in general ; but who would nl.;::
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be tempted to believe the Fables in the Tulmud and the Alcoran
are full as credible as the Relations of the Old and New Tefta-
ment, if the Story of Wencfrede’'s Head being fet on again, and
of the {pringing of her Wel juft in that Place and Time, and
all the Miracles related of her, muft be told with the fame Af-
furance, believed with the fame Faith, entertained with the
fame Certainty, and compared with the Relations of Mofes’s
ftriking the Rock, and the Waters flowing thereupon, and with
our Saviour’s raifing Lagarus from the Dead ? If Robert of Sa=
lip’s Hiftory be of equal Credit and Authority with the Ac-
counts of Mofes and St. Fobn, it will not be in any Body’s Power
to make the Credit of the Old and New Teftament greater
than that of the Talmwd and the Alcoran ; becaufe the Zul-
mud and the Alcoran are certainly of equal Credit with the
Life and Death of Wemefrede. Such as will not believe the
Miracles of the Old and New Teftament, will droll upon
Wenefrede's Well and her Refufcitation ; no doubt of it : But they
who disbelieve the /Jatrer, will not neceflarily disbelieve the
former, unlefs you tell them that they ftand upon the fame Bot-
tom, and have the fame Authority. If the Story of Wenefrede
be as well attefted as the Account of Lazarns, they will de-
ferve and have the fame Credit. But he who tells me this, and
tells me at the fame time, that the Story of Wenefrede depends
upon the Credit of Prior Robert, tells me (in Truth and in Ef-
fe&t) that St. Fobn is of no more Authority: And I would fain
know who it is, in this Cafe, that faps the Foundations of
Revealed Religion ? who it is that brings the Miracles of the
Old and New Teftament into Contempt or Difefteem ? But,
to fave himfelf from thefe Confequences, he tells us, There
# & Mean betwixt believing too much, and belicving mothing, though
back’d wh¥th the ﬂrnﬂg?? Evidence of Humane Authority. There is
a Mean betwixt thele two Extreams without doubt ; but then
he fhould have told us what Parts of this Admirable Life we

were obliged to believe; which were moff credible, which
lefs, which not a¢ ad. Now this is not the Cafe of Scripture-
Hiftories, which are intirely to be credited ; and no one Part of
the Relation more than another, and therefore are not, in my

Opinion, without Impiety, to be compared with any Le-
gendary Stories.

» Others, by the Misfortune of Education (whom I
» truly compaflionatey will be fomething out of Humou
» when they find undoubted Miracles in that Church,
» which they rejeét.

No confidering Man either does or can deny, that God may
work Miracles, whenfeever, wherefocver, and by whomfoever he
pleafes. He has certainly wrought them by Jews; by Gentiles,
#nd by Chriftians ; and he may do fo {till, if he pleafe. I do

not
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Not doubt but that he does at this Day,according as his Wifdom
and his Goodnefs leads him, work many Miracles among the
Turks, the Perfians, and the Moors, the Iudians, and the Hea-
thens of all Sorts; and with the Proreflants as well as Papifis,
And why then fhould a Proteftant be out of Humour to find
undoubted Miracles in the Church of Rome ? A Proteftant
would neither turn Turk, nor Jew, nor Gentile, though he fhould
fee that God wrought Miracles among them ; and why fhould
he turn Papift on the like Account ? 1 believe he may fafely do
it, whenever he feesundoubted Miracles wrought by God, on
purpofe to atteft the Truth of any Point of irue Pepery, in
which the Two Religions differ: But there is no REal‘gn why
a Proteftant fhould turn Papift, becaufe Miracles are wrought
amongft Papifts, (if you will take their Word for it) becaufe
they may be wrought to atteft the Truth of Common Chriftianity,
or for fome other good Purpofe of God, that has no Relation
to the Points in Controverfy. But that which this New Edi-
zor means by this, is, that Proreftants will be out of Humour
to find undoubted Miracles wrought by Wencfrede, who was
of the Churzh of Rome. But I believe there will not be many
Proteftants out of Humour upon this Account, becaufe I think
there will be no undoubted Proofs ; 1. That ever there was
fuch a Woman in Being ; nor, 2. That fhe was of the Church
of Rome ; nor, 3. That fhe ever wrought any undoubted Mi-
racles, either living or dead. -

», How the primitive Paftors, as St. Beuno, whole Feaft
5 15 celebrated on the 14th of Jannary, and St. Elerius’s on
s the 13th of June, exhorted Rich, Noble, and Beautiful
» Virgins to renounce the World, and to confecrate them-
»» felves wholly to their Blefled Redecmer by religious
23 Vows.

I am very well affured that Men of more Authority and
Worth, and of much greater Antiquity, than Bewno and Ele-
rius, have, in their Exhortations to Firgiuity, faid fo many
ftrange,exalted, hyperbolical Things in Commendation of that
State, which was never appointed or commanded of God, and
to the Derogation of the San&ity of Marriage, which was infti-
tuted by God in the Times of Man’s Innocence, and under-the
Repntation of whofe Holinefs our Saviour was himfelf born
(altho’ it was impoffible he fhould have any other Father but
God) that T am fure they can neither anfwer it to God, or to
their own Parents ; and therefore that Beumo and Elerius fhould
do the fame, is no Wonder at all, if ever there were any fuch
Exhortations to be made by them. But indeed I am nor fatif=
fied that we have any good Proofs of any thing but their Nameg
left us, and I fay the fame thing of them that I fay of Wmcfrﬁq’;,
* ; : that
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that no Author has fo much as named their Names that lived
soo Years within the Time affigned for their living. And I
believe it is the good Prior of Shrewebury that muft vouch for
them all, or my dnonymous Writer, who yet fays nothing of
Elerius, And in Affirmance of my Opinion, I have tranfcribed
an old Britifh Calendarium out of the Cotton-Library above soo
Years old. It isin 7efpaf. A. 14. and the Title is, De Sanéfis
Wallicis Calendarium.  St. Bernard is in it, by which we know
it cannot be older than 1153, when he died, or about ten Years
after, when he was Canonized. Now in this Calendurium of
Welch Saints in particular, and written after Robert had written
the Life of Wencfrede, there are no fuch Names as Wenefreds,
as Bewno, or Elerius, to be found in it ; which is a kind of De=
monftration that thefe three Names were not at that Time
in any great Repute for San&ity, or working Miracles.

- v How on this Account St. Wenefrede offered herfelf a
» Sacrifice to preferve her vowed Virginity, which pure
» Oblation was fo acceptable to God, that he recompenced
» 1t with {uch a ftupendous Miracle, as neither the prece-

»» dent (fays CrefJy) nor fubfequent Ages of the Church
» (fave that at St. Paul’s Decollation) could afford one to
» €qual it.

- Never was {o ridiculous a Legend founded on fo weak a Bot-
tom. Take the whole Story for a certain Truth. A young
Prince one Sunday Morning comes to a Lord’s Houfe, and finds
his only Daughter all alone, and immediately falls in Love
with her, and tells her, If fhe will but lie with him, he will
certainly marey her afterwards, and make her a Princefs. She
being virtuoufly difpofed, and having vowed to be a Nun,
makes her Excule at prefent, and tells him the will wait upon
his Highnefs by and by, when fhe is better prepared for his
Reception ; and under this Pretence gets out at a Back-Door,
and runs as faft as fhe can towards the Church, in Hopes fhe
might be there fecure from his Attempts : The Prince imme-
diately purfues and overtakes her e’er fhe could get thither,
and asking her once more if fhe would yield to his Defires,
and being told fhe was already engaged to Chrift, and could not
poflibly doit, he was foénraged,that he drew out his Sword,and
cut her Head off prefently. Now, I defire to know, where is
the extraordinary Merit of this Virgin in all this Matter ? Can
one reafonably fuppofe, that there is any one honeft Maid in
all Flyntfhire that would not do as much as Wenefrede did to
avoid a furious Ravifher, and fave her Virtue? and that too
for very Honefty's Sake, without the Obligation of a Vow to
become aveiled Nun ? I have no great Opinion of she Virtue of
this Author’s Devour Pilgrims, as if it were any ways beyon I.;Iu or

E ~ above
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above the Virtue of thofe who ftay at home ; but yet I hope
that not a fingle one of all thofe tender Virgins who tremble at a
Northern Blast, yet [ink with [uch Alacrity under the Waters of
Holy-weill, would behave herfclf any worfe than Wenefrede here
did ; fhe would, I hope, reje& with Scorn fo fcandalous and
wicked a Proffer, made by a Man of lictle better Quality
than herfelf, and that at the firflt Vifit too: I hope fhe would
make as good Excufes for Delay, and get away as faft as fhe'
could from him ; and fhould he overtake her in the Common,
or the Sireet, and tempt her there again, I hope fthe would
have the Virtue to refufe him, and endure the utmoft that he’
in his wicked Rage could do to her, Yet this is all that Wene-
frede is faid to have done, taking good Father Robert's Word
for the Truth of all that pafled. This is the Virrue, this the
Merit, this the pure Oblation, that was fo acceptable to God,
that he mult work fo ftupendous a Miracle to recompence it,
that no Age paft, or to come, could afford one equal to it, ex-
cepting that ac the Beheading of St. Paw/; the Veins of whofe

whofe Head, when it was new cut off, made three Leaps, in

Head and Neck did not, it feems, bleed Blood, but f-ﬁ'f&-;-_apdi .

each of which Places immediately I'prang;p a Well of fweett *
¥ J‘,

Water. But, with the Favour 6f B. Gr the Preference’
ftill is due to Wemefrede; for though three Springs are more
than one, yet did the Head of St. Paullie quiet at the laft,
and was not again united to its Neck to live full fifteen Years
after (as ufeful a Head as it was) which was the Cafe of W#e-
nefrede.  And to thew I have no Prejudice to this, or any other:
Britifb Saint, I affure the Reader I take the Story of the Rife
of Wenefrede's Well, to be full as true as that of St, Paul’s Threée
Springs.  And I cannot tell whether I ought not to be athamed
to be found more knowing in thefe Matcers than F. Creffy,
who thinks St. Wenefrede’s Cafe to be only equalled by that of
St. Peul ; whereas I know a great many Cafes that are equal,
if not fuperior to them both, if it would doany Good to pro-
duce them here; he who would fee them may loek into the
Chapter of Miracles, or that of Waters, |

,» Thele Men are unwilling to hear how St. Beuno de-
» Ipifed his Hereditary Patrimony and Glory to become 2
»» poor Minifter of the Gofpel. How in'the primitive
» Timesthe Holy Mafs was offered to the Eternal Fa-
» ther, to aPpl}r the Fraits of our Redemption : How
» Sacred Reliques were honoured ; and praying for the
» Faithful departed was Pra&ifrd, as St. Elerius confided
w St, Wenefrede would do for his Soul, he being of Opini-

» on that fhe would {urvive him.

-

"Tis
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- *T'is 2 common thing for the Writers of this low Kind, to
mix and confound the Times of which they write with the
Times in which they live ; and in fpeaking of the former, to
defcribe the Manners and the Cuftoms of the latter. The
Do&rines delivered by Robert in the Life of Wenefrede are cer-
tainly the Do&rines of Robert’s Days ; but it does not follow
that they were the Doétrines of the Days when Wenefrede is
fuppofed to have lived. I do not fay they were not, but I fa
that Robers’s Authority does not prove they were ; that mul%
be proved by Writers of that Age and Century. And yet this
is the Fallacy that M. 4/ford would put upon Kis Readers ; he
would have them take for granted, that the Doétrines in the
Life of Wenefrede, written seo Years after, were the Doftrines
of the Briti[b Church oo Years before ; which, were it reall
true, yet it is not to be proved in that manner to any one's
Conviétion. The Time allotted by 4lford, Crefly, and thofe who
follow them, to St. Wenefrede's Living, is about the Year 660. I
know they have no good Grounds to go upon in afligning this
rather than any other Time, for the Time in which fhe lived ;
for Roberr 1is filent in the Matter, and after Robert comes no
body for above 400 Years, that pretends to tell us when fhe
lived. But I difpute not when fhe lived, let it be in 660, as
they pretend to guefs; I only ask by what Figure thofe Times
are called Primitive Times, and the Do&rines then in Fathion
Primitive Doftrines 2 Bue, after all, why fhould he think a Pro-
teftant unwilling to hear that Beuno left a great Eftate and all
his Honour to become a poor Minifter of the Gofpel, when
he is glad to hear that the Apoftles forfook all and followed
' Chrift, and reads, with Pleafure, that many rich and honoura-
' ble Perfons did the like in After-Ages ? What Harm is this to
a Proteftant ? As for offering the Holy Mafs to the Eternal Father, to
apply the Fruits of our Redemption, it is what I do not fufficientl
underftand, nor I believe this New Editor himfelf ;  but of this
I am fure, that there is no fuch thing faid in Roebert’s Life of
Wenefrede : His Expreflions are, the celebrating Mafs, and cele-
brating the Divine Myfteries 3 and further he goes not. What
'Occafion has a Proteftant to be difturbed at hearing that Peo-
ple of old honoured Religues, when he himfelf would honour
them, were he affured they were the Reliques of Chrift’s
Saints and Martyrs ? Whar a ridiculous Thing is ir, to fancy
that Proteftants have not the fame Curiofity, and the fame
Affeftions thac Papifts have in thofe Matters, could they be-
lieve they were not cheated in the Wares ? They would not
proftrate themfelves before an old Shooe, though they were
fure it were St. Cyprian’s; they would not lift up Eyesor
Hands to him in Prayer on that Account, nor rub any Beads
upon it ; they would do nothing filly, nothing fuperftitious to
it,or before it ; but I believe they would give Money for it,they

would look often on it, conﬁdeﬁr its Shape, and Make, and Mac-
2 ter
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ter, preferve it carefully, and would not lofe it for a econfi-
derable Price; and I know not whether they would not value
it equally with his Foot. The Difference betwixt us is, that
we are longer in believing fuch a Relique belonged to fuch a
Saint than the Papifts, and do not afterwards think it can work
fo great Miracles as they are apt to think. And, laftly, why
fhould a Proteftant be loth to be_ﬁevc, that praying for the Faith-
ful departed was heretofore pra&tifed, when he knows (if he be
a Scholar) that fome People did aually pray for the Virgin
Mary and the Apofiles, and other holy Men andy Women, when
they were fure, and owned that they were fure, they were
in Heaven and happy ? What is all this to the.Purpofe, un-
lefs it be made our Duty, and enjoyn'd by God, or plain that
it is ufeful to the Living and the Dead ? Has not a Proteftant
as much natural Affe&tion to his Relations, as much Kindnefs
to his Friends, and as much Compaflion to all Chriftians, as a
Papift has ? And what fhould keep him then from pray-
ing for fuch as departed this Life in a lefs fafe Con-
dition than he fears they fhould, but that he finds no man-
ner of Ground in God's Word to believe that any thing
we do can alter that Condition for the better ? That fince
the holy Ghoft has faid, that every Man muft %}i‘ve an Account
to God of his own Works, done inthe Flefh, it would be
ftrange that another’s Prayers, or Alms, or Faftings, or Ob-
Jations, fhould attone, or be accepted for my Tranfgreffions,
when I am dead. All Men are willing to believe the things
that make for their Security, their Eafe, and Intereft ; and
therefore Proteftants can have no Prejudice againft thefe Doc-
trines, but that they are perfwaded there is neither Reafon nor
Revelation to fupporr them. But, after all, Elerins does not
{ay that Wenefrede fhould pray for him, when dead; he fayg
he was glad that God had fent her to that Place, to bury him,
when dead, Meique Memoriam poft Obitum meum habituram, and,
to make honourable Mention of him after his Deceafe ; for fo
‘he explains it afterwards, Qui & me [epeliret, & bunc incolens
“Locum post me, celebrem illum faceret, for which he faid he had
_prayed to God : Not but that People did, in Elerins’s fup-
pofed Time, pray for the Dead ; and that memoriam habere does
alfo fignify to remember the Dead, by reading in the Dypricks
the Names of the Deceafed, as was the Cuftom of much elder
Times ; but that it fignifies here no more than remembring
him, when dezd, with Honour.

» If thefe Chriftian Articles are to be fet afide, and an-
» tiquated, by Confequence general Councils, canonized
» Doétors, and ancient Hiftories, muft be fupprefied and

s» repealed, as delivering and encouraging the fame pri-
» mitive Doétrine,

Volun-



to the Devout Pilgrims. 45

- Voluntary Vows of Poverty, honouring Reliques, and pray-
ing for the Dead, tho’ they fhould all of them be innocent
and allowable, yet might be fafely laid afide, not only with=
out Prejudice, butto the Advantage of Chriftianity. They
are, at the beft, great Snares, Occalions of many Errors, and
the Foundation of a World of fuperftitious Praétices ; they
help to fill the Monafteries and Nunneries, and furnifh out
Proceflions and fine Shows; and by feeding the Fire of Pur-
gatory, they provide a good Income for the Priefts. But
Chrift’s Religion was compleat before thefe things were
thought on ; and fo it would be, tho’ all the Councils, Doc-
tors, and ancient Hiftories that treat of thefe Articles, were
at the Bottom of the Sea, never to rife again,

» Quick-fighted Alford forefaw it expedient, if not ne-
» ceflary, to folve an Obje&tion which fome cal?tiaua
» Criticks might glory in, viz. Why 7. Bede makes no
» Mention of glorious St. Wenefrede in his Hiftory : He
» anfwers, That Bede, Malmesbury, Huntington, and other
» ancient Authors, who wrote at large of fome Saints,
» are filent in the Praife of our Firgin Martyr, becaufe
» they only recorded the A&s and Monuments of their
» telpetive Saints and Churches. 7. Bede in patticular,
»» declares he only defigned to write the Hiftory of his
»» own Nation, which was the Englih Saxon. Hence he
»» makes no Mention of St. Parrick, St. Urfula, David,
» Dubritius, Kentigern, who were illuftrious Lights of
5> the Britifth Church. Aiford adds, that there being an
» Irreconcileable Separation, betwixt the Britains and Sax-
»» ons, not only as to Diftance of Place, but likewife as to
,» Tempers and Affeftions, all Manner of Commerce was
»» interdiéted ; infomuch that 7. Beds, who lived and
»» died in the North of England, could not have fuch cer-
L,y tain ]{nﬂwledgc of what pafled in the Weft, as to in-
»» lert it in his Hiftory.

I have, in the Chapter of Notes, urged this Obje&ion farther
than 4lford could think fit to do, and confidered his Anfwer
fo thoroughly, that I will fay but little to it here, and refer
the Reader to that Chapter, if he require more Satisfaltion.
V. Bede, as much a Stranger as he was to the Britifh Affairs,

‘and notwithftanding all the Enmity betwixt the Nations, yet
wrote the Hiftory of St. 4lban, and of S S. Fulius, and Aaren,
who were Britains, and fuffered at Caerleon upon Usk ; and I
believe, if ever he had heard of Wenefrede, he could not have

forborn telling us her Story : So would Stephen Hrddfué his
. on-
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Contemporary in his Life of Wilfride Archbifhop of Twk,
where he has often Occafion to talk of the Britains, whom he
always calls Schifmaticks, becaufe they would not keep their
Eafler on the fame Day with the Romijh Church, nor make any
e of the Pope’s Barbers, but polled their Priefts Heads by a
Pattern of their own. I fay the fame thing of W. Malmesbury,
Huntington, Ethelward, Ingulfus, Florentius Wigorn; of Roger
Hoveden, Roger of Wendover, Robert de Monte s Walter Hemingford,
Matthew Paris, Matthew Weftminfter 3 and, in a Word, of all
* the Writers, good and bad, from Bede to Ranulph Higden a
Monk of Chefter, about the Year 1360. There is not one of
them has fo much as named her Name, till the laft put her
Story into 18 or 20 monkifh Latin Rhymes,and gave it us, in a
Poem, intitled De Laudabilibus Wallie. The Anfwer to all
this is, it feems, that they were all of them Anglo-Saxons, 1g-
norant or envious Writers, or who had fomething elfe to do,
than to take any Notice of foreign Saints. But this will never
pafs upon any Man who has ever read all, or any of thefe Au-
thors. There is not one of them who would not have gone
a hundred Miles, as it were, out of his Way, to have told
the Story of Wewefrede's Head being fet on again upon her
Shoulders; not one of them who would not fooner have left
out a whole King’s Reign, than Wenefrede's Refufcitation, had
he believed or heard of any fuch thing. You may be confi-
dent, therefore, that the utter Silence of each and all of thefe
Hiftorians, did not proceed from any Defign, Spite, or nati=
onal Pique, but from pure Ignorance of the Matter. That
‘Bede makes no Mention of St. Patvick, Dubrice, David, and
Kentigern,' is indeed an Argument to me (confidering the Tem-
per of the good Man) that he knew nothing of them. But
fuppofing that he had heard of their great Virtues, and yet
would make no Mention of Men or Things that were foreign
to his Hiftory, (which yet is not his Way) does any one think
it ‘foﬂib!e he fhould have concealed the Story of Wemefrede,
had he known it ? The reft of the Saints were very extraordi-
nary Perfons indeed, and famous in their Day, but not one of
them had his Head cut off, and fer on again, which makes
you know a great Difference betwixt St. Wenefrede and them.
But the Force of the Obje&ion does not lie in the Silence of
V. Bede alone, but in the Silence of all Writers whatfoever,
that treat of eur Affairs, not only Angle-Saxens, but of Nensi-
us, Affer Mewevenfis, Feffery of Monmouth, Caradec of Lancarven,
and of (one as good as all in this Point) Giraldus Gambrenfis ;
who were all of them Britains, Hiftorians, and very good Be-
lievers; of whom I have given an Account (as I faid) in a-
nother Place, to which I muft needs refer the Reader, if he
'be any ways {crupulous. |

ﬂlﬂ
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»» In this little Undertaking, I looked on my felf asa
» Debtor to the Unwife, as well as to the Wife ; therefore in
» handling the Subjeét, I avoided all quaint and uncom=
. » mon Expreffions, as might require Study in the Vulgar.
,» Plainnefs of Stile, without Theatre-drefs, beft becomes
» thofe who write to inform and edify the meaneft State
,, and Condition.

The Editor of this Book, if he were fo before, is fill »
Debtor to the Wife, for, furely, he has paid them nothing in it.
I am altogether of his Mind, that plain Language beft becomes
thofe, whofe Purpofe it is to inform and edify plain People ;
but he who finds himfelf s Debror to the Unwife, thould alfo
think he ought to pay them with plsin Truths, as well as plain
Englifb; and I am a little afraid that even she Pilgrims will not
go away much edified with this poor Story he has told them.

»» 1 will not detain you any longer (my dear devout
» Pilgrims 5 ) yet before I take my Leave, I moft hum-
»» bly and earneftly crave a charitable Remembrance at
»» the boly PVeli 5 and 1 faithfully aflure you of a grateful
»» Return. We are all of us %aﬂ'engcrs in this%Vurld,
»» and no more than Strangersand Sojourners upon Earth,
» Let us unite in Prayer, for a happy finithing of our
»» Journey, that after this mortal Pilgrimage, we may {afe-
» ly arrive at the glorious Fountain of eternal Life, where
»» we fhall be inebriated with a Torrent of Pleafure,
»» rendring Thanks, loving and adoring our moft merciful
» and omnipetent God, “g/ﬂrld without End.

To this I have nothing to fay, but a fincere 4men, as with-
ing both the duthor and his Pilgrims all true Happinefs. But I
take this Opportunity, to defire the Reader not to cenfure me
too eafily, as one who has taken too much Pains, and fhewn
my felf too much ia Earneft, in confating fo poor a Story as
thisof Wemefrede. Holy-well is a Fountain of great Superftiti-
on ; and as ridiculous and idle as the Fable may appear to Pre=
feftants, it does not, as yet, appear {o to the Papifts : And it is
for their Sake and Service that I have taken the Pains thefe Ob-
fervations coft me ; and for their Sake would take much great-
er, if I knew I could be ufeful to them, in fo doing.

The
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=21 A N Y are the evident Motives of Cred:-

4} bility, clearly diftinguithing the unfpot-
ted Church of Fefus Chrift from hetero-
dox Perfuafions, which are built on pri-
vate Fancy, and for the moft Part on Fac-
tion. Among the reft, confummate Sanc-
A tity, and undeniable Miracles, challenge
their due Places. The holy Apofiles, before they fepara-
ted to promulge the Gofpel thro™ the Univerfe, in the
Symbol of Faith, inftrufted future Ages, that the Spoufe
of Chrift, purchas’d with the Effufion of his moft {acred
Blood , is holy 5 I believe in the holy Catholick Church.
(a) Other Seéts pretending to Religion, lean, or to fpeak
more properly, lead on to agreeable Liberty, which pow-
erfully invites and brings over vaft Crowds of loofe Pro-
G . {elytes.

(2) *Tis a new Thing to hear, that Papifls, in great Crowds,
turn Proteflants, that they may live more loofely and more ac
Jarge than they might ‘have done in their own Communion :
*Twill hardly be believed by any one who knows how indul-
gent moft of their Confeflors are, and whar Allowances they
make. I fear that neither Side has much the Advantage in
Reproaches of this Nature, as to Praifice ; but certainly the
Principles and Rules of Proteflants allow of no unlawful Liber-
gies in any Kind whatever. | :
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felytes. (L) As to Miracles; which fer a Seal on the e
“Faith, the immortal Son of God hath affured us, that thofe
who believe in him fhall do greater Wonders than he
wrought him{elf; St. John xiv. 12. The Lifé of Set. We.
e ] J§ is very conf{picuous, as to both thefe genuine Marks
of Miracles and Sanftity 5 as it will more clearly appear b '1
her wonderful Aétions, and the feveral Steps by which fhe
arrived at fo high a State-of Perfeétion. - -
In the {eventh Age after Man’s Redemption flourifh’d
many Saints of both Sexes. 1 fhall only mention thofe
chiefly concern’d in this fhort Hiftory. (c) St. Bewno,
the glorious Inftrument of St. Wenefride’s fecond Life and
Sangity, was born of noble Parents in Montgemery(bire,
at

(4) It neitheris nor can be literally true, that an;r'nm: ever
did greater Miracles than Chrift did. The Apoftles and firft
Difciples of Chrift might work mere Miracles than their

Mafter, and their Miracles might convert more People to the

Faith, and have a gsearer and a quicker Effe& upon their Minds
than thofe which our Saviour wrought among the Fews. And
in this. Senfe the Words were juftified by the Event ; the
{pcedy Converfion of fo great a Pla'rt of the World by fo few
Hands, in fo fhort & Time, as both the Scriptures and other

ancient Writers tell us was done, is a convincing Proof that

the Servants were, in‘this Feint, grester than their Mafter,

and the Difciples than their Lord, But to imagine that a‘nx

of them either did or could work greater Miracles than Chri
did, in curing all Difeafes by a Word, and in his Abfence,
snd raifing People from the Dead, and the like, is to imagine
what no Man living can comprehend, and what no Hiftory,
that can be credited, has ever given us. any Inftance or Ex-
ample of. But for this I refer the Reader to The Chapter of
Miracles, in which T have fhewn, that this of St. Jobn 14. 12
1s one of thofe abufed Texts that is laid as a Foundation for
the moft ridiculous and moft abfurd Legends in the World -
And that I might not want an Inftance of the Application of
this Text to this bad Purpofe, the prefent Book affords me
one. The Miracles of St, Wenefrede are, it feems, to con-
vince us, that that Promife of our Saviour was made good in:
hér great Works. : :
(¢) See The Life of St Beune; at the End, tranflated from
the Britifh M. S. in Jefus-Collcgé, Oxon. and which is certainly.
of equal Credit and Awuthority with The Life of Wenefrede,
snd may be of great Ufe in fixing the Chronology of thefe!

Saints Lives, which is as yet fomewhat doubtful. iadinad

b
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| The Life of St. Wenefride 5K
- at the Fall of the River Rhyw into Severs, therefore cal-
led Aberhyw. " His Father Binfi defcended 1i neally from
| Cadell, Prince of Glefiwig 5 and his Mother derived her Pe-
 digree from Awna, (who was marry’d to the King of the
- Pidts) Sifter to the mighty and renown’d King rrhur,
- who departed happily this Life , and was interr'd at
- Glaftenbury, in the Year 542.  His Grandfather was St.
- Gundeleins, and he was near related to feveral eminent
 Saints ; amongft the reft, he was Coufin German to St.
| Kentegern, Bifhop of Glafgow, who, forc’d from Scotland,
founded the Bilﬁuprick of St. Afaph, from his Diftiple of
that Name, whom he left to.govern that Church.
¢+ Young Beuno was educated under the Direétion of a ho-
' 1y Man call’d St. Dangefiss 5 and he advanced fo faflt in
 Perfellion, that he fpent two or three Days and Nights
 in continual Prayer, fo that he was drawn with Reluétan-
| <y to refrefh fainting Nature. He took an early Surfeit of
- worldly Vanity, he renounced the flattering Allurements
 of terrene Pleafures, and exchanged the gﬁttering'ﬁﬁh-
«deur of an opulent Fortune for the poor Habit of a Monk
teloluing to fpend the Remainder of his Days in the
 Prattice of Evangelical Counfels.  Being well fertled,
.and throughly grounded in the Apoftolical Infitute, he
oblerved t efuﬁrowfnglaudgbly; Prattice to promete the
Honour of his Cregtor. When he had buile a Charch and
Monpaftery, and there eﬂabﬁﬂl’d;f:gular Difcipline, he
-remov’d to fome other Part of the Country to perform
'“the like Duty to God ; {o that in few Years ]31’: became a
common Father to numerous Religions, who refpeéted him
as their holy Founder. " e ey
__This zealous Monk having finith’d his Monaflery a¢
Clynoc Vasor in Carnarvonfhire, found himfelf powe ully
infpir’d to. vifit his Relations in Flinzfhire. *Tis true, he
had long before bid adiex to all Ties of Flefh and
Blood ; but he underflood this Call, as a Voice from:
Heaven. A rich and potent Lord in that Part of Nerth
Wales where now ' Holy-well is, had marry’d the virtwous
~and noble Lady Wenlo, (d) éiﬁcr to St. Beuno, Hig Name

2 wasg

g =

o

() To fatisfy his complaining Pilzrims, the Editor {or ra-
" ther Author) of this new Life, is verv careful to give them &
very particular Account of Wenefrede's Relations. He tells
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was Thewith, {ome write him Trebwith 5 but a Manufcript
new before me, of one of the eruditeft Antiquaries of
the laft Age, fays his Name was Tyvid. Thefe Parents of
St. Wmeﬁidﬁ, gy an exemplar and truly Chriftian Life,
{urpals'd their high Extraction. They reckon’d folid Vir-
tue 25 the moft diftinguifhing Quality, and they pitied
vicious Potentates, who are comemptiilc in the Eyes of
the King of Kings. wSt. Wenefride, the Glarg{ of Weft
Britain, was born in the troublefome Reign of King C#fd—-
wallawn ; and St. Bewno made his Vifit to his Brother-in-
Law’s Houfe, in the Reign of King (e) Eluth, the fe-
cond of that Name. The venerable Monk, having with
much Humility, and great Modefty, made him{elf known,
he told them, That he was fent by Almighty God to ho=
nour himthere, as he had done in other Places ; and that

he neither expeted, nor craved any other Favour, than a
. : {fmall

S

us, her Mother was my Lady Wenlo, and that St. Bemno was
her Uncle, and her Father’s true Name Tyvid : Which are Dif-
coveries that are owing entirely to the MS. that was before
him;. for Robert of Salop fays no fuch thing, nor the Oxn Life
of Beano, nor the Cotton MS. nor any other Account, Latin or
Englifh, in Verfe or in Profe (for I have all before me, infad
Abundance ) However, I do not queftion the Ediror's Sincerity
herein ; but only take Occafion from hence, to pray thefe
Pilgrims to confider upon what Uncertainties they travel, up-
on what poor and wretched Bottoms the Lives of their Saints
are built. TR |
(¢) The Editor fays Beuno vifited his Sifter, in the Reign of
King Eluith the [econd of that Name. - I believe it would puzzle
the eruditef Antiquaries of all Wales, to tell us, when, or
where, Eluith, either Firft or Second, reigned. But fince he co-
“pies this Miftake from F. F. the Fefuir, I will fet them both
right. Ttisin Roberrus Salopienfis thus — Pervenit ad Predium |
cujufdam Magni & Potentiffimi Viri, nomine Theunith, qui filius |
unius [ummi atque excollensiffimi Senatoris, & a Rege Secunds, Bluith
womiwg, Which is in Englifh — He came to the Mannor-houfe of &
certain great and mighty Man, whofe Name was Teuith 5 who was
the Son of a moft high and excellent Lord, and the wery next Man te 5
the King, whofe Name was Ehaith. The Fefuit had, by conftru-
ing Wrong, created a new Prince of North Wales, (of which
there was no Manner of Need;) and tho' he be now depof-
ed, yet Wencfrede hag thereby got a Grandfather, even Eluith,
the Father of Teuith, who, I defire, may be hereafter placed *
in bis right Genealogical Ordér. . e iz
A

-
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{mall Parcel of hislarge Territories, fufficient to-build 2
Church on; where athers, with my felf ({aid he) will daily
pray for your Safety and Happ:’m}[&.
hewieh (I fhall ftile him f{o for the future) was not in

the miferable Catalogue of thofe thoughtlefs blind World-
lings, who are prodigal in Vanity and Oftentation, but
{tart and frown at the firft Propofal of parting with {mall
Matters for the Advantage of their Souls. No, he look’d
forward with other Eyes, towards a more permanent Be-
ing, than here uponfordid Earth ; therefore return’d the
following Anfwer: With geod Reafon, holy Father, I am
oblig’'d 1o give you Part of the Lands I now poffefs for hs
Sake and Service, who beffow’d them all upon me. Yow bave
pleafur’d me, in wiking this Charity, which # more advantagi-
ous to me than to you who propofe it : Therefore from this very
Day, Ido abfolutely alienate from my felfy; and my Pofterity,
this Manor I now live in, and with Joy I [urrender unto you all
my Right and Title, and 1 put youinto Poffeffion. 1 humbly
beg a Favour, that having one only Child, a tender Virgin, who
# my [pecial Comfort, you’ll inftrutt her in heavenly Documents,
that her Life and Converfation may ke holy, pleafing o God,
and joyful to her Parents. After this generous Settlement,
the Nobleman made choice of a Dwelling-Seat, not far
diftant from the Place he had given to St, Beuno 5 wher
on a Hill, he could fee the Church, where the Servants t&'
God prais’d their Maker.

As Conftantine the Great, at the Building of St, Peter’s
Bafilica, divefting himfelf of his Imperial Robes, took up

the Spade, broke Ground, and carry’d twelve Baskets of -

Earth, in Honour of the twelve Apoftles, to caft into the
Foundation, in Teftimony of his Devotion to the primi-
tive Princes of Chriftianity ; {o in Imitation of this heroick
Pattern, the noble Lord Thewirh fet afide State and Birth,
many times putting b own Handsto the holy Work. This
he did to encourage others, and to contribute in fome {ort
to the finifhing u% the Fabrick. The Church being made
fit to offer in it the (f) Divine Sacrifice, he and his Spoule,
with their only Child, were daily prefent at holy

Mafs.

ipim—

(f) I have already obferved that this is none of Robert’s Ex-
gelil’ﬁnns,_ but of the Editor’s own making ; as moft of the Life
erto is.
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Mafs. They had this pious Cuftom, to place their Daugh-
ter at the Samt’s Feet, at the Time of his Exhortations to
the People, advifing her to give Attention to his excellent
DoCtrine. ' This was not neceffary, altho’ religioufly fug-
gefted by Fiuus Parents ; for fhe was fo much tranfported
with a holy Delight in hearing him preach, that fhe fre-
quently vifited him alone, to difcourle of Self-Knowledge
and Chriftian Performances.

"T'was her Parents Intention to marry her to fome No-
bleman of the Country, and to beftow on her a mofkplen-
tiful Fortune ; but her ever blefled Redeemer, in thefe
tender Years, was difpofing her {weetly for his Seryice.
By St. Beuno’s frequent Diﬁ:ﬂurfﬂ_, fhe underftood how
great, how good,; and how glorious the heavenly Spoufe
was 5 that voluntary Virgins are like Angels upon Earth 3
that they follow the Lamb wherever he goes, Apoc. xiv 3 that
the Honours of the World are vain, and its Pleafures
fhort lived 5 fo that the very Thought of a Terrene Hushand
‘became bateful unto her.  Wherefore fhe refolved to keep
herfelf (g) undefiled, and to confecrate her pure Virgi-
ity to the Lord of Heaven and Earth.  One main Diffi-
<ulty occurr’d, how to render her Parents favourable te
this heavenly Call. She burned with the Love of God,
and at the fame Time fhe refolved to fulfil the Command-
‘ment of fwﬂuuriﬂg Father and Mether. In this Stra gle be-
twixt Divine Vocation and Chriftian Duty, the Beffowsr of
all Lights put her into a Method how to prepare the Way
_tﬁwarﬁs-hcr Happinels, by making ufe of St. Beuno, asa
glorious Inftrument. -'

‘This holy Man was honoured as a Saint by her Parens,
and by Confequence fhe knew very well, that he had great
“Power and Authority with them, and they would not re-
‘je&t any reafonable Requeft madé by him, fach as fthe
took hers to be, Tmpatient of lofing Time, for compleat-
_ing her Defign, having found him one Day alone, and at
Liberty, the acquainted him with the holy Fruits of his
movin Biﬁ:‘ﬂurgss, and after a very "patﬁerick Manner,
humbly petitioned for his zealous Concurrence, in" pre-

ﬁ'.'ﬂ"ing

55) St. Paul’s Opinion is, that Marriaze is honogralle in all,
#nd the Bedundefiled: but the Monk’s Opinion is, that they who
would keep themfelves undefiled, muft not marry, - .
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ferving the rich Treafure of her Virginity, which fhe re-
folved never to part with, for all the Offers that the flat-
tering World could make her, St. Beuno was agreeably
furpriz’d at this moft welcome News ; for, as St. Paul, he
deEr'&all to be like unto bim[elf, 1 Cor, xi. 1. He had an-
fhaken Confidence in God’s Power and Goodnefs, that he
who had begun the Work, would give it the finifhing
Stroke. Moreover, being no Stranger to the fingular Pie-
ty of thofe he was to treat with, he chearfully undertook
the Task, to the unexpreffible Satisfaction of the expect-
ing Virgm. - |

?WE cannot read without flowing Tears, how faithful
Abrabam, in Obedience to God’s Command , had his
Hand lifted up to facrifice his Son Ifaac, bis only begotten
Sony, awhom he ifjw';:ﬁ Gen. xxii. 2. not fo much as demur-
ring at the firt Intimation of the Omnipotent 5 erchance
it may move us to Devotion, by aferious Confideration,
how the Lord Thewirh entertained this unexpected Petiti-
onof his dear Child. Befides the internal Gifts of Grace,
and apparent Virtucs, which charm’d her devout Parents,
her Stature waswell proportion’d, her Face was matchlels,
her Modefty equalled her Beauty, Qualifications much ad-
miy'd by Mankind. ' She was the agreeable Object of
their Eyes, the S‘I?Fpﬂrtﬁf their Family, and the Profpect
of their Happinefs upon Earth. ¥et no fooner had St.
Beuno delivered his Sentiments, as to the Nature of the
Offering, That it was a fort of Holocauft tofacrifice their
Affe&ions, and to bequeath to their God the deareft Crea-
ture in the World, whom they loved more than they
did themfelves, with other perfuafive Reafons to the fame
Effe&; the holy Man, I fay, had no fooner ended his
Difcour{e, but contrary te the Weaknefs of other fond Pa-
rents, Tears of Joy came trickling down Lord Thewirh’s
Cheeks, who with his Spoufe, broke out into the Praifes
of Sefus Chrift, for {o highly favouring their only Child,
They then called for their a%hter, and gave her full
and free Leave to forfake the World, wifhing her a hap-
py Progrefs in the Way of Perfetion. They likewife
declared, That the heavenly Spoufe having made choice of
her, they intended to make him Heir of what they de-
figned for her Dowry, by difpofing of the fame, to hiy
greater Honour, in pious and religious Ufes, They drew
alfo this Advantage to themfclves, of renouncing the

World,
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World, {o far as was confiftent with Per{ons in their Sta-
tion. They entered into a firm Refolution of giving to
the Poor great part of their Princely Wealth, of retiring
from Worldly Noife and Hurry, that with an undepend-
ing Freedom they might be more abfolute Maifters of
fhort T'ime, to provide and {end before them never ending
Treafures to Heaven.

The pious Virgin receiving this coveted Grant, conclu-
ded that fhe cnu%:l never return {ufficient Thanks to God
for the Favour. She watched whole Nights in the Church,
either kneeling, or proftrate before the Altar, where fhe
imagined to herfelf that (he was in her immortal Spoxfe’s
Prefgence-ﬂhamber. Contemplation raifed her up into Ad-
miration of His infinite Parfeftions ; fo that to hear Fefus
Chrift only named, brought joyful Tears into her Eyes
from a flaming Heart. Pure Delights overflow’d gcr
Soul, and looking towards Heaven, the World appeared
bafe and contemptible. To add Fuel to this pleafing Fire,
fhe procured a little Oratory near unto St. Beuno’s Cell,
to vifit him with greater Eale in the Day-time, and in
filent Night to pra&ile her Mafter’s Spiritual Leflons.

The implacable Enemy of Mankind, {ufpefting that
fuch high Beginnings of Perfetion in tender Years, might

rove a powerful Invitation to other Noble Zirgins of %e-
Fpiﬁng themfelves and the World, employ’d one of his
incarnate Emiffaries to defeat the Defign of the Holy GhoiZ.
What Hell cannot effeét, by its own immediate Suggefti-
ons, it too frequently brings about by the infinuating Ar.
guments of lewd Mortals. Wherefore, fuch as induce
others to forfeit Divine Grace by mortal Sin, are detefta-
ble Infiruments of rebellious Lucifer. As the Devil put
into the Heart of Judas lfcariot to betray the Sox of God,

Fobn xiii. 2. fo he caft an impure Flame into the Heart of
~ Cradoeus, King Alen’s Son, to commit a {acrilegious Rape
upon Chrift’s lovely Spoufe. He was {ottifhly enamoured
with the Charms of her Perfon, not cafting an Eye on the
. Beauty of her Vertues ; fo waited for an Opportunity to

gratif; his brutifh Paffion, which thus happened. One
Sunday St. Wenefride's Parents being gone to Church before
her, and fhe for a fhort Space detained at Home on a cha-
ritable Account, foon to fglluw after 3 the Prince having
Intelligence, entered the Houfe, under Pretence of Bufi-
nefs with the Lord Thewizh. At firft the holy Maid, not
i at
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at all fufpe&ing his Infincerity or Defign, received him
very courteoufly, with an humble Apology of her Un-
worthinefs to entertain one of his [&yal Birth :  Bus if
you pleafe (faid fhe) to repofe your felfiin a more comvenient
Rooin rifl Divine Service 15 endedy my Fatber will be az Liber
ty to ferve yow. To this candid and obliging Anfwer of the
bafthful Virgin, €radocus, now more than ever enflamed
with finful Defires, reply’d in the greateft Diforder, That
nothing could be more agreeable than to ftay in her Com-

any, fince it was then{olely in her Power to make him

appy. If fhe comply’d with the ardent Defires of a palio-
nate Lover, (he might expect all the Happinels his Power
and Quality was capable of beftowing upon her.

Although the Virgin blufh’d and trembled at the Im-
modefty of this wicked Propofal, yet being pertectly pre-
fent to herfelf in the dangerous Occafion, and fortity’d
with Divine Grace and Light from Heaven, fhe an{wer’d,
That there was not the lealt Doubt to be made of enjoy-
ing Honours, Wealth, and Worldly Happinefs, by being
efpoufed to {o noble a Prince; that fhe was in gréat Con-
fufion to be fo fuddenly furprized in fuch mean Attire,
not becoming his Prefence : Wherefore permit me ({aid fhe)
| 2o enter my Chamber adjoining to this, to better my Drefs.
Gradocus in the Heat of his Paffion, unwillingly give ear
to the Virgin's Petition, yet could not refule a Requeft
accompany d with fo much Modefty and feeming Deference
to his Quality. She no fooner got clear of fo 1mpudent a
Gueft, but {lipping out privately by another Door, [he
immediately ran towards the Church, {ure of meeting
with Prote&tion there from {o villainous an Attempt, Mean
time the Prince, impatient of folong a Delay, and not
without fome Sufpicion of what had happened, rufb’d in-
to the Room to which fhe retired ; not finding her there,
he purfued her fo eagerly, that he overtook heér on the
DE[E‘;‘IH: of the Hill before fhe could gain the Church.
There with a drawn Sword in his Hand, and with Fury
in his Face, he threatens to {eparate her Head from her
Body, unlefs lhe quickly confented to his Will.

Here methinks appeared a lively Reprefentation of the
Anguith and Perplexities os every Side of chafte Sufanna,
whofe Honour and Confcience was attempted by the two
lafcivious Sudzes. If fhe confented *savas Death to her, \and

if [be did not fbe would not efcape their Hands, Dan. xiii. 22.
* | H | The
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The Noble I 'fraelite came to this final Refolution, T bet-
ter for me, awichout the A8, to all inta your Hands, than to
fin in the Sight of our Lord. Oh'! that Chriftians had fuch
a Horrour and Deteftation of mortal Sin, to look upon it as
more hideous and frightful than a violent Death. St. Wene.
fride was of that fettled Opinion, fhe had two Sorts of
Deaths waiting for an Anfwer, a Separation of the Soul
from the Body, ot @ Scparation of the Seul from God : She
‘did not ballance upon the Matter, but undauntedly and
heroically reply’d, How, by her Parents Approbation,
fhe was holily efpoufed 1o the Son of God, who infinitely
exceeds all Power and Beauty upon Earth ; that fhe would
be faithful and conftant in her pure Affeions, and rather
lofe her Life, than to admit any Corrival. Neither fball
your Menaces and Terrours ({faid [he) draw me from the
Swveetnefs of his Love, nor fo overawe me, as to make me re-
cede in the leaft from executing whar I have ]froméﬁ'd. As it
happens fometimes thac defpifed carnal Love turns into
Rage, fo it fared with barbarous Cradocus, who feein
himfelf fcorn’d (as he thought) gave {uch a deadly Blow
to the Firgin’s Neck, that the fir(t Stroke {evered the Head
from the %ndq; which falling upon the Defcent of the

Hill, rowl’d down to the Church, where the Congrega-

tion was kneeling before the A/rar. As they were terrify’d
with the bloedy Object of her Head, fo they were afto-
nifhed to behold a clear and rapid Spring gufhing out of
that Spot of Ground her Head had firf? ﬁﬁ’!m upon, which
to this very Day is vifited from all Parts by Devour Pil-
grims. The Place of her Martyrdom had before her Death
the Name of the Dry Palley, or Barren Botrom, which
was changed into the Title of Finbon, which in old m}{’ﬂ.
fignifies a Fountain or Well.  *Twas alfo obferved, that the
Stones of the Wellwere tintured with Drops, as it were,
of Blood, to perpetuate the Memory of what fhe
had fhed for the Love of Chris# 5 and in Procels of Time
‘twas-taken Notice of, that the Mofs growing round the
Wellhad a very fragrant Smell, as an Emblem of the O-
dour of her Angelical Vertues.

To clofe the laft A& of this inhumanc T'ragedy, and
to relate the dreadful Stroke of Divine Juftice on the
cruel Tyrant, we are to premife with Brevity, that the
juft Grief of the Holy Virgin's Parents is not to be expref-
fed, feeing their dear Child {o villainoufly butcher’d almoft
b ; be-

I-' H
i
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befote their Eyes. St. Beuno's Vertue was allo put to the
Teft, to bear with true Refignation the Lofs of fo devout
a Creature. Tearscame trickling down his Cheeks at the
Sight of the horrid Murther. The affli¢ted People, with
united Voices, called upon Heaven for fpeedy Execution
againft him who had comitted that heinous Qutrace,
Indignation accompanied Compafiion, when they beheld
the untelenting A[fafin wiping hisbloody Sword upon the
Grafs, and glorymng in the Eeteﬁablc Fa&, without any
Fear of God or Man.  St. Beuno was preparing to offer the
Unbloody Sacrifice of our Redemption 5 but eing infpired
by Him who declared, Revenge 10 me, and I awull repay i,
Deur. xxxii. 35. he left the Altar, and taking the Blefled
Martyr’s Head into his trembling Hands, he moufited the
Afcent towards Cradocus. He teated not fuch a Blow as
was given to the tender Virgin 3 on the {ame Account, for
the 'Eu?e of Chrift, he would have bid it welcome, Faith-
ful Servants of God dread nothing, Sin only exeepteds
Being core up to him, he faid, Thou wicked Man, avhog
witheut any Regard to Innocence or Beduty, has mafJdered a
Princely Virgin, no lefs nobly born than tgy elf.  Nor doft
thow repent, or feem forry, as thou oughteft to do; far this bor-
vid Sacrilege. I here befeech my Heavenly Lord, that, for an
Example 1o others, he will pleafs to execute bis Divine udy-
‘ment againft thee, who haft murthered bis J‘pa;[}, troubled his
People, violated his Sabbath, aud befprinkled his holy Houz
with Blood, which I confecrated to his Service, Asthe Earth
{wallowed up rebellious and perverfe Corah, Numb, xvi. fo
fome affirm, that at St. Beuno's Ialt Words, Cradocus not
only dropp’d down dead, but alfo that the Earth opened
‘to give Paflage to the luxurious Body to fink towards his
monftrous Soul, or that the Majter whom he had ferved,
the Devil, carry’d it off; for it is certain, that the Carcals of
the cruel Murtherer never afterwards appeared. :

The Faithful glorified God in his ]uEic#, but could rio¥
curb their Griet. St. Beuno earnefltly exhorted the Parents
and People to turn from Lamentations, and to addrefs the
Creator of Souls, and Raifer up of dead Bodies, that as
he had commanded back Lazarus ro Life, rotting i his
- Monument, {o, to his greater Honour and Glory, and
for the Comfort of the forrowful Parenss, who had fo
generoufly dedicated this darling Child to his Service, he
would gracioufly vouchfafe to reftore her to Life. He

H 2 thew
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then join'd the facred Head to the pale Body, covering
both with his Cloak, after which he offcred up the holy
Sacrifice of our Salvation. L e H

. After Mafs was ended, he, lifting up his Hands to Hea-
ven, made the following Prayer ;5 '0 Lord Jefus Chrift!
for whafe fake this holy Virgin contemn’d the World, and lan-
guifbed after T hee 5 by the vender Bowwels of thy Mercy, Love,
and Bounty, be gracioufly pleas’d to grant us the Effett of our
Vows and Prayers humbly offered unto Thee. «We are fylly per-
fwaded that this godly Fargin who lived: holily, ‘and died for
Thee with great Conflancy, 1s now highly exalted; and swants no
Wore the Society of us mortal and mifeable Creatuves,  ¥et to
manifeft thy Omnipotence and Supreme Dominion which
thow haft over Souls. and Bodies, which are mever dead to

k|

thy Powsr of rewniting thenr 5 as alfo to mulsply the Merits of

-that Seuly whofe Body lies here before ius.:+ We erave a fecond
L:ﬁﬂ for hery ‘10 the end that after a-long and plentiful Harveft,
laden and enviched swith new Meriss, fbemay return unto Thee,
her Eternal Spoufe, and: the Beloved of her Heart, who, with
the Father and the Holy Ghoft, ruleft on Earth and reigneft

1

in Heaxen for ever and éver. ' The pious People, drown’din
Tears, having, with Sighs and moving Sobs, anfwered

devoutly, Am:n, the Virgin arofe, as newly awaked from

‘Slecp. She wiped her Eyes and Face to clear away that

glorious Duft, which had fettled on her lovely Head when

3t tumbled towards her dear St. Beuno. The Decollation

of St. Wenefride is celebrated on the 22d of Fune. (h)

Contemplate here (dear Reader) the Joy and Admira-

tion which then tranfported all p‘rfﬁ:nt.at this wonderful
Miracle. Tears burftout more plentifully, but flowing

from

(#) One MS. fays the ﬂd; but the Cofton one and that of

Sir Fames Ware {ay the 24th. O&ave Kalend. Ful. So that fhe

died upon the fame Da g‘b both at Holy-well and Guirherin. And

ifhop of Canterbury, with his Clergy

I wonder how the Arc

in Convecation aflembled, came to appoint her Day to be ob-
ferved on the 3d of November, which they did in 1398, more

than'7o0 Years after her fuppofed Death.” They allo appoint-
ed Nime Leflins to be read on her Feltival, which are yet to be

feen in the Breviary Secumdum dfum Sarum, and which™ (I men.

tion it for his Credit ) are almoft Word for Word taken °
.out of her Legend, written by the good: Monk: Reberz ef
- Shrewsbury. i ‘ %
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from a different Caufe. They magnified and blefled the
boundlefs Goodnefs of her Great God, every one refolvin
to rife with the Sain: to a Newne(s of reforming their paé
Lives. One Patticular in this {urprizing Refulcitation is
very rémarkable, viz. When her Parents and others fixed
their Eyes upon her Neck, they obferved a pure white Circle,
no larger thana {mall Thread, quite round it, denotin
the Place where the Sr:%aratiun had been made, whic
always after remained. From this the great Veneration of
the ?’euplc for her changed her Name, which was Bre-
wa, (i) into that of Wenefride. Wen in the old Britifs
Tongue fignifies White, and other Letters were by an Al-
teration added to this Syllable, to render more agreeable
the Sound of the new Name. Inthe many Apparitions
after her Second Death, when fhe fhewed Ker elf to her
devout Clients, they always took [pecial Notice of the
aforefaid whire Circle, which intimated to them the inde-
lible Mark of her Spoxfe’s Affeétion, for fuffering that
‘mortal Weund fo couragioufly for his Sake.

Permit me here to break off for a while the Thread of
this Difcourfe by a fhort, but neceffary, Digreffion, in or-
der to obviate the Cavils of fome modern incredulous
Criticks, who feem now-a-days to entertain fuch firange
Notions of thefe Supernatural Works of Almighty God,
that they believe nothing that fuits not exattly with the
fanciful Ideas of their own Brain. Thefe Refiners will
be apt not only to carp at what is here related concerning
this Holy Virgin’s Return to Life, but perhaps alfo turn
to Ridicule what follows hereafter, of her fsnding{?re-

ents

(;) Wen Brewa, Wen Vrews, Wen Frewa, Wenefreda, as Lanfan-
fraid, comes from St. Bride, which is St, Brigit. The Cotton
Life takes no Naotice of the Change of her Name, but {ays her
_ Name was Wenefredealways, and, which is more, calls her Can-
dida Wenefreda ; and yet he who wrote it, feems to have been 2
Welchman. And the old Englifh Legend of the Saints Lives
fays thus, And ever as long as [be lived after, there piered about
ber Neck a Rednes round about, lyke to 4 rede threde of Silk, in Signe
and Token of her Martyrdome ; which quite overthrows our Cri-
ticifm. It matters not much whether the Circle were whire
or red, provided there were any ; and Robert affures us, that
after her laft Departure out of this World the never fhewed
herfelf openly to any one, who did not alfo fee this Circle,
which I dare fay is true.
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{ents to St. Bewno by the Current of the Miraculous Foun-
tain, and {everal other wonderful Things contained in the
following Pages. ' As it would be highly criminal to pre-
tend to fathom the Wifdom of God by our fhallow Ca-
acities, or to confine his Omnipotence to the bounded
Eimits of the greateft Power upon Earrh ; {o it would be
Madnefs in us to believe every thing, without rational
Grounds and {ufficient Authority. But when we find fuch
Inftances of the Infinite Power and Goodnels of Almighty
God, as we have here in this Hiftory recorded (k) by
Learned

(k) I refer the Reader to what has been faid in the Obfer-
vations before-going, and to zhe Chapter of Nutes, that he may
from thence determine who thefe Learned and Pious Witnefles
were, that for soo Years together have not fo much as named
the Name of Wencfrede ; and how her San&ity and Miracles
can be faid to be handed down to Pofterity by an uninter-
rupted Tradition, when we can find no Mention made of her
during that Space of Time. From the fuppofed Time of Wene-
frede to Robers of Salop are §oo Years; and after Robert no
Body, that we know of, fays any thing of her for full 200
Years more. And is not this a very proper Cafe to talk of
Witncfles in, and of uninterrupted Tradition? As to what follows
‘concerning Miracles, I refer the Reader to #he Chaprer on that
Head, reminding him now only of thefe few Things; That
Miracles are not to be believed purely upon the Credit of him
who relates them, unlefs he be an infpired Writer s becaufe
all Menare fubjett to be deceived themfelves, and may, if they
will, incline to deceive others. Nor are all Miracles to be
believed, merely becaufe God might and could have wrought
them, if he would : Norare all to be believed, becaufe they
are of the fame Kind with thofe which God hath already
wrought in che Scriptures. In a Word, when the Miracles
that are faid to have been wrought by the Saints in their Le-
gends have as full Authority and as good Proof as thefe we
find in the Holy Scriptures, then they may be as certainly be<
lieved: Nay, when we ate as fure'that the Saints lived at fuch
a Time, and wrought fuch and fuch Miracles, as we are that
Julius Cafar lived, and that Jofephus wrote his Hiftory, we will
believe the one as furely as the other. But would one think ir
poflible for any Man in his Senfes to compare the Certainty of
Julius Cafar’s living, and of Fofepbuss writing his Hiftory, with
the Certainty of Wemefrede's and Bewnd's Life and Miracles ?
Surely the Pilgrims ought not to endure, without Complaint,
fo great a Scorn and Infult upon their Underftanding. What
is it makes it worth thefe Writers While to expofe the Scrip-

- —
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Learned and pious Witneffes, and handed down to Pofte.
rity by an uninterrupted Tradition for feveral Ages toge-
ther, and never queftioned till thefe our Days. It is the
Duty of every rational Man and pious Chriftiun, rather to
acknowledge the Goodnefs of God, who appeared won-
derful in thefe his Works, than difpute his }E’F:‘:wer by ca-
villing at Falls, only becaule they feem to fhock his foolifh
Imagination, To condefcend to the Weaknels of future
Ages, Divine Providence feems to have taken particular
Care we Thould not want undoubted Examples ot this Na-
ture, to facilitate our Belief. We know the Prophet Eli.
zews call’d back to Life the Son of the Sumamire, iv Kings
4. St. Peter rais’d Tabitha, and St. Paxl the young Man
that fell from the Window, 4#. ix. 20. Again, when
the Sons of the Prophets were cutting down” Wood on
the Banks of the River Fordan, the Head of one of the
Axes fell into the Water. ‘The holy ngh:t Elizess cut-
ting a Piece of Wood, in Form of a Handle to it, caft it
into the River. The Iron immediately, contrary to its Na-
ture, came from the Bottom, and joyn’d the Wood,iv Kings
6. If fome of our modern Criticks, who pretend to more
Wit than Religion, durft publifh their prophane Notions
' on

tures and our common Religion by fuch unequal and ri-
diculous Comparifons ? We have no Diftrult of God’s
Power to work what Miracles be pleafes, and at whac
Time, and in what Manner; we only want Aflurance
of the Fa&t, from Writers of Authority and Credir, whofe
Skill, and Honefty, and Judgment, we may with good
Reafon depend upon. But muft we prefently believe, thag
every firft of May, as long as Beuno lived, the Virgin came
and brought a curious Veftment wrapped upina Woollen
Cloth, and laid it in the Midft of the Well, which was from
thence carried down into the River, and thence into the Dee,
and thence into the Irifb Seas, and thence into the Menas, and
from thence to Clynog Faur, where Bzuno lived, and received it
{afe and dry, asif it had been carried in a Ship ; which is a
Courfe of at lealt 5o Miles, and has as many Crooks and
Windings, and perverfe Turnings, as it is poflible for the Sea
and Land to make, in fuch a Compafs. Mulft we, I fay, be-
lieve this annual Miracle upon the Credit of a Monk or two,
delivering the fame soo Yearsafter the Fa&t, becaufe it was not
impoflible to God, and becaufe the Scriptures tell us, that Iron
fwam at the Prophet Elifbs’s bidding 7 And yet this is the
Reafoning of this Writer. '
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on this Occafion, as freely as they do in other miraculous
Cafes not mention’d in holy Writ, they would ask, By
what 5, Sympathy the Iron was moved from the Botrom
» of the River, to {eek for, and by what Art it found out
» the Piece of Wood {wimming on the Surface of the.
s> Waters2 Whether the Recovery of the loft Head of an
» Ax, wasa Matter of fuch Importance, that God fhould
» think fit to employ his Omnipotence, in working fo
»» great a Miracle to find it? ,, But to filence ,all fuch
prophane Refle&ions in thofe who pretend to Chriftianity,
Almighty God has been pleafed, not only to work: this,
and the like Miracles, but previded they fhould be ftamp’d
with Divine Truth, and delivered down to all Ages to come,
‘inthevery Word of God it felf, 4t
Is 1t harder to believe, that a little lizht Bundle fhould
float upon the Sea, and arrive fafe in a Creek, near unto:
which St. Beuno then lived, without the leaft Damage,.
than that the Head of an Ax, a lumpifh Piece of Iron,
fhould fwim upon the Surface of the Waters of the Ri-
ver Jordan, and join a Piece of ' Wood thrown in after it,
in Form of a Handle 2 Without Doubt both Fals are
wonderful, both Miracles. 34V
I know there is'a very wide, and, as I may fay, an in-
finite Difparity between Miracles regiftered in holy Scrip-.
ture, and thofe recommended to Pofterity by learned and
uhqueftionable Authors: But when Faéls are {o fully at-
tefted by a Cloud of Witnefles, and delivered down to
us by the univerfal Belief of all Ages, as in the Cafe be-
fore us, of our Saint’s being rais’d co Life by the Prayers,
of St. Beuno, and of the Manner (he fent Prefents to him
afterwards ; it would be as unpardonable in a rational
Man to refufe his Aflent, as to deny that there ever was
{uch a Perfonin the World as Yulius Ceefary or that what-
ever Jofephus the Hiftorian has left written of the Fewifp
Wars, was nothing but a meer Fable. Let then the A-
theift rally, let the Incredulous mutter 5 all good Chrifti-
ans know, that the Son of God, who neither can nor will
deceive, has made this infallible Promife to his Church,
That he will be with 'her 1o the End of the World, Mat.
xxvill. 20. and that they who believe in him, fhall not
only do the Works he did, but even greater than thofe foall
they do, Joh. xiv. 12. “Can the Hand of God be fhor-
ten'd ? or, Can his Goodnels reccive any Diminytion ?

No,
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No, no ; your Omnipotence, O Lord, is ftill the {ame,
and of your Mercies there is no End. | v e

W hatever this incredulous Age may think of this great
Miracle of our Saint’s Return to Life ; it appear’d fo evi-
dent to the Weft Britains, and redounded {fo much to the
Honour of God’s Church, St. Beuno’s Sanflity, and the
Power he had with his Crearor, that many Pagan People,

remaining in thofe Parts, came to hear the holy _ﬁl[,an’a, n-
{tru€tions i the Catholick Faith, and to receive Bapl;ifm. _
.. St. Wenefride, according to her former Practice, like
Mary at the Feet of Chrift, {at on a low Seat before him.
She was never fatiated with the heavenly Manna, which
fell from his angelical Tongue. = She counted as nothing
what fhe had already done, or fuffer’d, and reftlefs to be
more ftriétly united to her beloved Spoxfe, the afpir’d to
the Height of Perfetion. Wherefore the moft humbly
begg’d upon her Knees, to be folemnly veil’d, (according
to tée Cuftom of the primitive Ages) that by entring in-
to a religious Coutfe ng Life, the might put Hell to great-
er Cunﬁ%ﬁun, which had fiercely attempted to difhonour
God and her {elf : But moftly, that [he might pour forth
er Soul in the Prefence of her eternal Spoufe, with a
flaming and difengaged Heart, entirely his 5 and {ay,
Behold I have left aH,:Eiugs, and have foﬂuwed thee.. St. Mat,
XiX. 27. i 12 Y
 8t. Beuno, with Tearsof Joy, complied with this reli-
gious Requeft, and performed the Ceremony in a nume-
rous Affembly. 'He knew to what a Degree of Sanélity
the Spirit of God would raife her, for his own Glory, and
the Improvement of others; therefore he {pent whole
Days in cultivating her Soul, in what regarded a religions
State.  She, asan apt Scholar, took in fo faft the frequent
Leflons, and put them in Praltice {o punétually, thatit
ftruck her Mafter info Admiration. He finding her fo far
advanced in an interior Life, that fhe was even able to di-
reét and govern ethers in the Way to Perfeltion; one Day
 he called for her Parents, and after the following Manner
. delivered-unto them his Sentiments and Refolations:

As you ({aid he) have moft liberally f:rafﬁnw:d a Church and
Houfe for the Service of God, and for the Help and Benefit ?f
the Faithfuly [0 his Divine Maijefty; has more than [ufficiently
requited your Charity, by rorzf.-!_rring o you [piritual Favonrss
but more efpecially on your Child, whom, ﬁ.lr the Time to comey

yoK
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Yok may follow 45 a' fafe!Guide, ‘in our'bleffed Redecmer’s Ser-
vice. I am call’d on by Heaven to another Place 5 dnd T leave
yoid fo the'Grace and GoodnefS of God, and to the rare Example
of ‘your'Daughter.” ‘Tlien turning to St. Wenefride, he 'fard,
Our .;{.’uri'f, drar C frﬂ.af, bas appointed you to fﬂrf‘a:"ed tn my La-
bonrs. March on-inthe Way of Virtue, s I have ‘tanght you,
ahd guide ‘othtrs”on the Road to Eternal Life.  Gather'in this
wery Place, for ‘your'heavenly Spoufe, many pure ‘and devort
Virsins 5 bt know withal,thas here you fball not end'your Days,
for'after the Term'of [eden Years, [pent'by you in Prayer ‘and
Atfterities, for your'own Merits, and Edification of orhers, our
ig}"éi&?dm‘itard‘ will [immon you to anether Placey that Strangers
wtay be iiftrutted by you, andcome to the trie’ Knowledse and
Serdice of him, for whofe Sake you fell a Vittim of Purity,
When'the: Ancients of ‘Ephefus had heard St. Pax/ de-
clave'unto them, that they fhould [ee no'imore his Face, A&.
xx.25. they fell' ipon b Neck, and there w.us great Weep-
"? ‘In ‘like Manner, wheén St. Wenefride Was acquaint-
ed by ‘her admired Mafter, that fhe fhould not fee him a-
Ty ‘more in ‘this ' World, 'a lawful Grief feem’d to over-
whelm her.  To comfort her in fuch deep Afi&ion, St.
‘Béuno took her by the Hand, and led'her to the Chryftal-
line Fountain, the Place of ‘her Martyrdom ; where they
fitting together on a Stone, ‘bearing to this Day the Name
of St. Beuno’s Stone, and which lieth now in the outward
Well'5 ¥ou fee ({aid he) the Monument here of your Suffer-
ings.  Behold alfo"the Stones, ws tinftir'd with your Blood,
gb%ifh'wgg Joed for'the Glory of your heavenly Spoufe, Be'you
therefore arténtive, and mindful of whar I do foretel you, con-
réi‘i&ir:% three [Pecial Fansiursy whereby your glorions Spou e Jéfus
Chtift will heveafeer honour your [elf, and by your Prayers
benefit others. The Firft s, 'That thefe bloody Spots hall
never be wafh’d off from the faid Stones, gut ever re-
main, ' as triumphant Signsof your Blood, fpilt in Defence
of your Chaftity,” The Second s, 'T'hat any Perfon who
ﬂi&fl._ﬂ voutly ask Temporal Bleﬂing‘:, or Freedom from
Spiritual ‘or Corporal ‘Diftrefles, tobe obtained by your
_B/Fcr_it‘s'nnd Interceffion, the fame fhall compals his Re-
“queflt, if ir be to the Honour and Glory of God, by paying
their Devotions three times'ar thes Well. - 1f what he petitions
foi be not for the Advantage of his Soul, 'and therefore is
not ‘granted ; at his Death, by your Prayers, he fhall
reap more ample Fruit; and inthe next World everiail;tlinfg
. ef-
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_Bleﬁ'inga-. The Third, That after my Departure 1into a

more remote Part of this Hland, God will give me a Cell
near unto the SeaShore ; fo that whenever you fend’ any.
Letters or Tokens to me, as I intreat you to do at. I'caE
once every Year, only caft them into the Stream of this
Founzain, and they will come fafe unto me. « Which Won.
ders will be glorioufly divelged of you, ro the End of the
World, ' - 6 bl

- He then conduéted her back to the Church ; wheie he
added, Bebold thsis Churchy and Buildings tound it, which have
been vass’d by. the Munificence ofl your Parents s thefe 1 -leave
unto you, to beconverted inta @ Manaftery of chafte and holy
Virgins, who moved by your pious Liftruétions and- exemplar
Life, may put in Pradice thofe divine LefJons, which I lave
often delivered unto yau 5 that is, the Contempt of - the World,
and an entive Abnegation of themfelves 5 which are the Foun-
dation of religions Perfeflion. Strive therefore, dear Child, in
all things, 1o exhibiz your [elf asa lively-Pastern of ¥ivtwe. As

tomy poar [elfy X will go whizher the Spirit ajﬁ_i’ God fball direft
3

mie, and [hall evey retain in my. Hears and Sou
and loving Memory of yaw.

- To experience the racking Effeéts of a rational Sorrow,
is nothing derogatory to folid Virtue. The Holy of Holies
not only groan’d, butweptat the Tomb of Lazarus, St.
John xi. 35. and he thed Tears upon Jerufalem, Sr. Luke
xix. 41. for the future Calamities of that obftinate City,
which would not know the Time of its Vification, ng
royal Prophet, a Man according to God’s own Heart, upon
taking hislaft Farewel of his beloved Jonathaus,they wept
tﬂgEtEE!“, but David more, 1 Reg. xx. 41. It muft not then
feem ftrange, that the tender Heart of this doleful Zirgin,
was ready to fplit alunder with Grief, at the laft Adien,
in this World. The more he attempted to {weeten this
bitter Separation, his charming Words caufed her {welling
Sorrow to float higher ; infomuch,that when fhe faw him,
with his Staff in his Hand, ready to depart, fhe rated the
approaching Lofs as the heavieft Crofs upon Earth, and
could not forbear exprefling thus her felf unto him 5 Now,
holy Father, I am to be lefr alone, a5 @ poor Orphan Child with-
out @ Nurfe, or as a filly Sheep amongi? ravenons Wolves withous
@ Paftor to defend me. I sw.as always [afe with you, always joyful
in your Prefence, always inftrufted by your Exhorsationss and
edi[y'd by your Example. Tifwfc Words, attended with flow-
3 [ia ing

‘@ moft fatherly

—
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ing Tears, fo much opprc{'&"d St. Beuno's Heart,that not be-
ing able to utter' any An{wer,he blefs’d her with his Hand,
and haften’d his Pace in the Beginning of his Journey.

' Nothing now could comfort her,{ave only the frefh Re-
membrance of all his pious Inftructions, and an earneit
Defire of executing obediently his Commands. Accord-
ingly, in a fhort Time, fhe affociated to her f{elf many
nu%z: and devout Pérgins, who obferv’d fuch Rules as fhe
eftablifh’d for them. She order’d nothing but what firft
fhe praé&is’d her felf 5 and Miracles were not wanting to
increafe het Authority, and the Opinion of her Santtity.
Their Love ‘and Refpe& towards her, caufed each of
them to contend who fﬁ
tion of her rare Perfe&tions. They nauleated fordid Plea-
fures, they undervalued Wealth and Honours, and they
{feem’d to be Inhabitants of a Terreftrial Paradife, in lov-

ing and ferving their heavenly Spoufe, the Son of God. She
govern'd her gubje&s with endearing Commands, {o that

they obey’d with e ual Merit and Content. She eas’d
them in their Difficulties and Temptations, infomuch that
they obf erving her rigid Mortification, her angelical Puri-
tys and ‘knowing the ftrit Union fhe had with God in
Prayer, whatever fhe declar’d unto them, was receiv’d as
Oracles from Heaven.! f

The {preading Fame of St. Wenefride was wonderfully
dilated by miraculous Cures of difeafed Perfons. They

were frequent. and appar’cnt, and divulg’d thro’ other-

would be moft forward in the Imita-

— il
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Parts of Wales.  Many flock’d from diftant Places to hear

her Difcourfe, and to receive Infiru&tions ; whom fhe
{fent away with flaming Hearts, and ardent Defires to be
faithful and fervent in the Service of their God. They

J |

regretted a Return to their refpeétive Habitations 5 and
as the Queen of Saba ftood aftonifhed at Solomon’s fingular

Wifdom, fo thele admiring Strangers magnified the con-

ftant Happinels of the Virgins the govern’d, and bleffed |

thole who always ftood bfﬁl?‘e ber, 1ii ng. %x. 8. 'thf.'}v hav.
ing fuch a fecure Miftre[s, and fo tender a Mother.

* Gratitude for received Favours is not only a moral Vir-
tue, but the eternal Employ of Cherubins and Seraphims,
who are now adoring; and offering never ending Thanks
to the infinite Goodnefs of their Omnipotent Creator, who
eommanded them ot of the Chaos of Nothing. St. We-
nefride had a mofk prateful Sovl; fhe honour’d St. Beung as
b fep ol ; : £ ; AN
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an eminent Servant of God; fhe loved him as a Father
the relpeéted him as a-Mafter 5 and could never {ufficiently
acknowledge her Duty to her greateft Benefattor, after him
who made ier* St. Beuno del%vercd to her the firft Rudi-
ments of Perfeftion; he incited her to embrace a religions
State 5 he obtained for her by his Prayersa fecond Life,
and polifh’d her Interior, that fhe was amiable in the
Sight of God andMen. To make fome {mall Return, {he
{ent him every Year a Token, after the Manner he had
prefcribed. In the Beginning of May, (/) almoft a Year
after his Departure, with the %ielp of her religious Siffersy
fhe finifhed a curious embroider’d Veftmenr,(m ) and wrap-

ping

() The Cotron-Life fays this Prefent was fent upon every
Ewe of St. Jobn Baptift : and fo it might come to Beuno upon
that very Day, on which her own Head, as well as St. Jobn's,
- was cut off. o

(m) This Editor tranflates Cafuls by Peftment, tho’ it proper=
ly fignify a Chafubl:, whichis fomewhat for the Priefts ufe, in
celebrating Divine Service: But I incline to think it was ra-
ther an ordinary Veftment, or a travelling Coat, for daily ufe,
becaufe the Corton-Life {ays, that wherever Beunmo went with
this Cafuls, he was never wez in it, (that Power it feems it was
indued withal) and from thence was called Beuno Cafulfeck, or
Beuno-drycost. Now I think fo great a Saint as Beuno, would
never go abroad in any of the holy Habits, that were proper
to the Prieft whilft he was officiating ; and moreover, the
coming of the Veftment dry, after fuch a Voyage, was not
{o proper to denominate the Saint Cafulfeck, as its keeping him
dry when he was going about his religious Bufinefs in rainy
Weather would be. And tho’ this be adding Miracle to Mi-
racle, yet it is no great Matter, when compared with what
the Monk Focelinus tells us of good St. Kemtigern, in the 35th
Chap. of his Life, namely, that whenever he went abroad,
whether in Rain, or Hail, or Snow, there was not a Drop that
fell upon him, but difcharged it felf all around, and left him
dry ; nay thofe who went along with him did alfo efcape thefe
Inconveniencies ; fo favoured of God was this great Saint.
And leaft the Reader fhould incline a little to disbelieve this
Account, the Author bids him remember, that the Ifraclites
travelled forty Years, and their Raimen: waxed not old ; and thae
nothing was impoffible with God ; which fhews whar excel-
Jent ufe the Monks are apt to make of Scripture Examples.
The Cotton-Life fays this Bundle that was fent to Beuno, was not
thrown into the Well, but laid upon a Stone in the Well ; which
Stone failed, with its Freight, till it came to Bewno’s Cell, and
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ing the fame in 2 Woollen Cloth, fhe went down with
Eer- Religions, and: others, to the Well Side, and cafting
the Bundle into the Water, (he f{aid, Holy Father, accord-
ing to youn Commandy and my Promife, I [end you thss [mall
Tﬂg en of my Love, To the great Aftonifhment of nume-
rous Beholders, it paffed down the Stream into the River,
then into the Ses, and it landed near the Monaftery where
St. Bewno then dwelt, many Miles diftant from the holy
Fountain, - '

The haly Man was then walking on the Sea Shore, and
wondered what that Bundle fhould be ; but opening it, he
remembred the Charge he had given to St. Wenefride, and
that, as he had foretold, it came miraculoufly to him,
without the leaft Sign of Wet or Moifture. This 7eft-
ment he preferved with great Care in the Church, for the
Celebration of holy Mafs. He likewife received frefher
Lights of her prefent and future Sanétity 5 how much 4l-
mighty God would be honoured by her, not only at Fiuhon,
but in other Places whither Diviae Providence fhould di-
el her to go. The Virgin never intermitted to fend him
a yearly Prefent, till his moft ha 1;? Death was reveal’d
unto her, and the ginrinus Re warcf e was crowned with
in Heaven.

This laft Paffage may appear to incredulous Drolls the
moft furprizing of all others in the Hiftory of St. Wene-
fride’s Life. Therefore Divine Providence thoaght fit to
authenticate the Memory of it to this very Day, and after
this Manuer. In Carnarvonfbire, eight Miles diftant from
the Town of Carnarvon, thereis a little Creek where the

Sea runs up, called in Wel/h (n) Portky Caffigy ( c‘nrruE)th

e i < e

there delivered ic dry into his Hands. ~ And why not, fince
nothing is impoffible  with God, and fince we are fure that
Iron {wam, and fure that the Hand of the Lord is not fhor-
tened > But as fure as all thefe things are, there is another full
as fure, and thatis, that Monks can imvent.

(n) Porih y Caffez. The Editor is very much exalted at this
lucky Incident, chat there is ftill a Creek in Carnarvonfbire, that
is called Porth y Caffig, which fhould be Porth y C:ﬂﬁ, or the
Port of the Peftment; and thinks it a full Proof of the above-
told Story of the Veftment's yearly Voyage from Holy-well to
Beuna's M{m&ﬂery at Clynog Pawr ; and fays that the Por? of the
Vifment folves the Objetion from the Year 660 to 1713 By
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edly, as 1 could inftance in other Appellations) for Porsh
¥ Caffiil, ox'the Port of the Veftmenr. ‘Here the firft Pre-
fent of our Saint'miraculoufly landed 5 and the Place re-
tains'the Name to'this’ Day. Near unto this Inlet {tands
a large ‘Parifh Church ‘call’d Clynnog, in which St. Benre
was buried, his firft founded Monaftery ‘being there. His
Tomb is yet extant, and is had in ‘great Veneration by
the Inhabitants. ' TheHiftory of St. '-Wénaeffhfr‘s Life was
curioufly reprefented in ‘the Glafs Windows ‘of Clysnog
Church, but has been fo defaced, that little now appears.
‘What can be mote'perfuafive to obtain Credit to this Mi-
racle, than {o ancient and {o ecertain-a Tradition, even to
thofe who ufe ‘their utmoft Efforts to deftroy the Memo-

7

.

this it appears, that he takes three things for granted ; 1. That
there is fuch a Creek -as Porth y Caflzg ; 2. That this is Porthy
Cafful 3 and, 3. That this has been {o call’d from 660 to 1713,
i. e. for 1052 Years.To the Firft I fay,there is no fuch Name in
any of our Maps; nor is the Place known by that Name to
the Inhabitants thereabouts, as I can learn upon Enquiry.
There is fuch a Place in Monmeutbfbire, called now Parcaffeg,
but in the Monaficon 'tis-call’d Portheaflig. To'the Second Iifay
that Porth y Gaﬁ_;, is as likely to be the Name as Porth y Gaﬁg},‘:
altho’ fuch Changes are very eafy and natural. But I demurr
to the Third Conclufion altogether ; for if this filly-Story thould
be but of the fame Date with Prior Robert’s Legend of Wene-
frede, yer might the Place where this famous Veftment was
faid to Jand every Year, be called, by the poor ignorant com-
mon! People Poreh y Caffid, without rifing to fach a Height of
Time backwardsas Beuno's reputed Age is.- But-afrer all, there
is -no '‘Mention of Pert Cafful, or -any Portiat all, by Robert,
tho’ he be tedioufly particular in defcribing .the fending, fail-
ing, and arriving ef this Woollen ¥effel, with-its rich Freight.
The Cotton-Life -calls it Port-Sachlem, with Reference, in all
Likelihood, to the Sack or Bag, in which this precious Coit
was wrapped up, it being obfervable’ that that Word Sac fig-
nifies the fime thing in abundance of Languages. The Life
of Beuns alfoisdefettive in this Point; there being no-Mention
made, therein, of the wonderful Conveyance of chis yearly
Prefent. ~But fince the &diror fays, Thatthe uninterrupsted: Tradi=
tion from Father to Son, for fo many Centuries, is @ cleaver Atteftati=
onof Fatt, than if it had becn recorded in written Hiftory, it mult
e’en pals; for I have nothing to fay to things that are to be be-
lieved, ‘whether' they be ‘written, or whether they be not
written : This folves all Objetions indeed.
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ry of Miracles. The Port of the Veftment folves the Ob-
je€tion from the Year 660 to this of 1712. As Apoftoli-
cal Tradition is the unwritten Word of God, and by it
we receive the holy Scriptures, and the facred Interpreta-
tion and true Senfe of them, as what regards Infant Bap-
tifm, €ec, let it be lawful for me to {ay, that asto Humane
‘arth, uninterrupted Tradirion from Father to Son for fo
many Centuries, is a clearer Atteftation of Faf, than if it
had been recorded in written Hiftory. .
After St. Beuno’s Deceale, St. Wene fride began to feel in
’her Soul clear Illuftrations and firong Impulfes for remov-
ing from the Monaftery where fhe was. She had the Coms
fort to {ee her Religions {fo well grounded in Perfettion,
that her Prefence was not necef{ary. Wherefore in the End
of the {eventh Year of her Government, (as the Saint had
foretold her) fhe took Leave of her fpiritual Childrenand
of her loving Parents. ’Tis eafily imagin’d, that as the
Virgin Martyr was under a {evere T'rial at the Departure of
St, Bewno, whom fhe call’d her Father 5 in like Manner
~thefe noble religious Virgins had heavy Hearts and flow-
ing Eyes, when they underftood that their deareft Mother
was fully refolv’d to leave them. To compofe and quiet
them, ﬂXe declar’d that ir w.s the Will of God, and as they
had {ubmitted unto her, they ought to fhew undifturb’d
‘Obedience to their heavenly Spoufe 5 that all things ought
to be welcome, coming from his fatherly Hand, and ap-
pointed them by infinite Wildom. So, Y'la.ving compleat-
ed neceflary Orders, fhe embraced each of the Siffers, and
chofe one of them for a Companion in her Journey. Be-
fore her Departure fhe went down to vifit the Place of her
Martyrdom 5 where falling upon her Knees infervent Pray.
er, fhe humbly befought the Creator of Heaven and Earth
‘to direct her in this new Pilgrimage, and likewife to encreafe
his Blefings on fuch, whoin a devout Manner [hould vifit
that Well, where for his Honour fhe had {uffer'd the Lofs
of her Life. The many Miracles in fublequent Ages,
gave clear Teftimony that her charitable Petition had the
gracious Affent of him who is the Beftower of all good Gifts.
St. Wenefride having recommended to God her Monafte-

ry of Finhon, her Parents, and ‘her Friends, (o) Di;ine
e ro-

- (o) The Editor of this Life, grows fomewhat fcrupu]nﬁs In nﬁ'*.'-%

this Part of the Work, dares not exprefs himfelf fo freely as he
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Providence direéted her to the Cell of bleffed Deifer, eight
K Miles

fhould, nor do that Juftice to the Saint of Bidvarry, that Robert
and the F¢fwit j. F. have done. He talks of Providence direfting
Wenefrede ; whereas the original Work fays, That having paffed
the whole Night in Prayer and Watching, fhe heard a Voice
from Heaven, that faid diftin&tly to her, * Take thee only one
* Maid for thy Companion, and go to blefled Deifer, who lives
“in a Place that is called Bodvarry, and he fhall tell thee what
¢ thou art to do, and whither thou muft go : For the Man was
® great in the Sight of God, and walked in 21l the Command-
ments and Ordinances of the Lord blamelefs ; and of him, it
is faid that he was mighty in working Miracles, and that a2
mong the reft, he caufed a Wel to rife out of the Earth; and
¢ ftretching out his Hands over it, he prayed to God,that what-
* ever fick Perfon thould wath therein, he might return home
¢ fafe and found,; which many People have experienced to their
* great Comfort, and had their Healths reftored by it. :
I confefs, that when I read Monkith Relations, I am ever-
more {ufpicious of the D:ifer’s and the Deicola’s ; but in this Re-
lation I take him for as true a Saint, as Wenefrede her felf, and
know not why his Story fhould be fmothered, or his Well neg-
leGted. T will not however trouble the Reader with the Mira-
cles faid by Robert to be done by him ; but obferve, that altho’

| Wensfrede was infpired by God to go to Deifer, yet when fhe came

thither, he knew nothing of the Matter ; but told her that he
would that Night confult with Ged, by Prayer, who might
perchance reveal that Matter to him : And fo it canie to pafs,
for towards the Morning, a Voice from Heaven dire&ed him
to tell the blefled Virgin, that fhe muft needs repair to Henllan;
where one Saturnus fhould inform her what fhe was to do, and
to what farther Place fthe was to go. Saturnus was, it feems;
better provided for her Reception, and having been inftra&ed
of God before-hand; told her (but not before they had pafled

' the whole Night in Prayer and holy Conferences) that the muft

next refort to one Elerins, who was a holy Man, and lived at a

| Place called Gwitheryn, where the fhould be inftruted fully in
| the Will of God. What excellent Work is here, for Infpirati-

on, and Divine Impulfes ! Warned of God, to go from Holy-well
to Bodvarry! warned of Ged, to go from thence to Henllgn !
warned of God, to go from Henllan to Guitherine! a Courfe, as
I guefs, of about 16 Miles in Compafs. Wenefrede infpired to
go to Deifery Deifer, ag length, infpired to fend her to Saturnus,
and good Saturnes infpired to ﬁ:ncfher forwards to Elerins, and
Elerins, at laft, inf‘pire? to tell her the muft be firft a Nun; and
then, in God’s good Time, an Abbefs, at Guitherine ! I do not {o
much as difpute whéther Deifer, Saturnus, and Elerins, be right
ald Britifh Names or nor, but ftand amazed that Pilgrims fhould

_be taught to think, that the bleffed Spirit is thus employed.
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Miles diftant from: the Foly #Well. "This Reclufe was much
in God's Favour; and Robert, Prior of Shrecwsbrry, recounts
of him {everal evident Miracles,which fer Brevity are here
omitted, becaufe my fﬂ’ic Intention is te fet forth the Me-
tits. of our glorious Parronefs of Wales. The holy Man
told her that Godhad noti made any thing known unto
him'as to her Journey 3 bur have Pasience (faid he) thsi
N{gﬁ#} and I il imguive after bis bleffed Pleaftire,  St, Deifer

{peniding the Night in: Prayer, according to his Cuftom,
heard a Voice towards Morning, which faid, Tell my dear
Virgin Daughter Wenefride, that fbe repair forthwith ro the
Village Henthlant; svhere the venerable Saturnus ewill Srlly
i_:iﬁéw&-i;r:-‘ as to the Place of her Abode during Life. Deifer
acquainted her with his Gommiffion, and likewife affur’d
her, that this bely: Neighbour ({o he call’d him) would be
enabled from Heaven not only to fatisfy her where ro fix,
but likewife he would inform her of other things relating
to her felf.  After that, he direfled her in the Way to St,
-S',::.t.umm.
. It pleas’d Almighty God to honour the Virgin’s Progrefs
by revealing the fame to feveral Saints, and the Occafion
of Ker Journey. Amongft the reft was St. Sarurnus, who
gave:her a charitable Reception at Henthlant, Great Part
of that Night they fpent together in Prayer and holy Con-
ferences ; and to her great Confolation he entertain’d her
with mapy fpiritual Leltures. He acquainted her in the
Murning, that there was a Place not far off, call’d Withe~
riac, (now vulgarly Guitherin) which was enrich’d with
precious Reliques of many glorious Saints, who had liv’d
and dy’d there 5 and on this Account it was highly reve-
fenced by devout People. “Ths Place (faid he) isappoint-
ed you by Divine Provid nee for your Temporal Sojourning up-
on Eareh : You'll find there a haly Abbot, by Name Elerius,
awho 4 of fo grear Mortification, and of fo great Union eith
God in Prayer, thar he's entively deadto the Waorld. I am or-
der’d o, fend youw to ths Man, and farther to let you know,
that yow'll experience ander his Condutt a Celéftial Tranquility
of Mind.  You’ll'likewife find there a Monaftery of chafte Vir-
ginsy who have been train’d up fiom their very Infancy in folid
Virtue,  You are deftin’d by Heaven to improve them more in
Perfettion by your Example and Infliutfions, In Proce[s of
Time thefe Religions will [ubmit themfelves unto youy as to a Mo-
Yefrifh - thes
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ther.and Abbefs, whe s fent provideutially unto them by their
heavenly Spoufe. 6 Yoit S
St. Wenefride was tran{posted ~with_Joy, hearing this
agreeable Relation of her Happinefs. {0 near at hand, ‘She
moft humbly begged his Blefling, and Directions how to
finifh her Journey. The holy Man, out of Reflpeét and
Reverence, accompanied her ‘himfelf part of the Way.
At parting he gave her his Blefling, and crdered his Dea-
gon to conduct her to St, Elerius. *'T'was no [mall Comfort
to her that fhe was travelling towards a Mouaftery of
ure Virging, and there to enjoy their Angelical Conver-
tien. A
- \Guitherin i3 now a Village, whatever it was in former
times, in Dexbighfbire, near the River Cluide, which f{epa-
kates this County from that of Flinz, St. Elerius had here
(his Monaftery .in a Vale called 7allis Clutina, where feveral
ﬂcligiuu& Perfons of both Sexes embraced his Inftitute,
and tollowed his Example. ndis
. The holy Abbothad a Revelation of.her Comin ,.and
of her di{’(inguiﬂ;ing-Merits 5 therefore to honour her, he
met her at fome Diffance, and led her to the Church, Af.
ger ‘they had pray’d a while together, he took her afide
 from the Deacor and her Companion, tﬂlling her, that he
| was no Stranger to.that Heroical A& of {uffering a violent
(Death to preferve her Virginity 5 that the miraculous
Fountain was an evident Teflimony of it ; and that he
-would chearfully affit her in the Defigns of His Divine
Majefty intended by this her Journey. The Virgin veply’d,
That s to herfelfy fbe had only this to offer, That s foe ‘had
Woeen guided by God’s Holy Spirit to find him out, [o in the fu-
ture Courfe of her Life [be would be an obedient Child in hear-
ing and obferving his Direftions.
he holy Abbor was extreamly edify’d at this humble
and modeft An{wer. He told her, T'hat if [he pleafed,
they would {pend that Night in Prayer, for greater Secu.
 rity inthis important Affair. This they did 3 and he ha-
 ving received clearer Lights from Heaven, was replenifh’d
‘with incredible Joy, and told her in the Morning, That
Almighty God would not be wanting to increafe His Fa-
therly Love towards her. Without faying more, he led
 her out of the Church to the Monaftery which was under
‘his Government, and he fpoke thus to the Religious

Virging,
RGT ¥ K2 Re-
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Rejoice, dear Children of Gody for that it hath pleas’d your
Heavenly Spoufe to fend a New Star of wonderful Brightnefs
20 fhine amongi? you. He has provided you fuch a Companion @
awill envich your Souls awith the Trea[ure of Religions Perfettion,
by the Pattern [be'll [er before you. This is the renowned Vir-
‘gin Wenefride, who, a5 you have heard, [uffered a glorious
“Death in Defence of her Chaftiry. This is fhe whofe Triumphs
are recounted in Churchesy, and whofe Trophies sllufirare the
Province where fbe lived.  Rejoice therefore, becanfe (be is come
to remain and end her Days amongf# yow. Happy is her Arri-
val ! Preferve carefully this ineftimable Treafure, Markand
imitate the Example [be'll foew you, and give Attention to the |
(piritual Documents [be'll deliver, becaunfe for this Chrift bas
“fent her. Having uttered this Speech to the Religious in |
general, he addrefs’d the venerable Abbefs Theonia with
thele few Words: To you, dear Mother;after @ more [pecial 3
manner, 1 vecommend a refpeftful Entertainment of this facred |
.S‘PDT of Chrift, who by diretting ber hither has [ignally re- |
varded and regaled your Family. ~ After this he withdrew, |
feavin St. Pﬁngﬁc{e amongit them blufhing, and as it |
were hgnking under the Burthen of her own raifes.

" Not only Abbefs Theonia, (p) who was a very holy
Woman, but St. Elerins allo held frequently private Con-:
ferences with St. Wenefride 5 and difcourfing of Heavenly
Mpyfteries and vertuous Praétices, they difcovered her to
be o clearly illuminated in the firft, and fo folidly ground- -
ed in the fecond, that both of them admired the rich Trea-
{ury of her Soul. When the 4bbot return’d to his Monks,
who lived not far off in auftere Difcipline, *twas his Cu-g
ftom to magnify the Merits of this Stranger, and {eem’d *
not able to exprefs what was due unto her. 4

At length the Fame of her Sanétity was fo much di-
‘yulged, that numerous Crowds of all Callings flock’d’
‘to Guitherin to behold a noble courageous Creature, who'
to fecure her Virginity had fuffered the Lofs of her Head,
and who after Death, to the greater Glory of her Spoufe, =
by a holy Man’s Prayer, had returned to Life. Theyim-
portu nf;c{ her to Thew the pure white Circle round her Neck, |
‘ ' ‘ ' o ' which

o at

.

i i

{p) The Editor conceals from his devout Pilgrims, that the |
Abbefls Theonia (another Welch Name to be {'ure% was the true

apd natural Mother of Elerius (as Robere affirms more 'than
once) not out of Refpeét, I fear, to undefiled Marriage.  © %
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which fhe induftrioufly declined, till at the Requeft of
her Sifters fhe yielded to their pious Defire, left fhe fhould
{eem to affe& Humility. 'The glorious Scar forced Tears
of Compunétion from their Eyes, by refleting how He-
roically and with what Fortitude fhe received the mortal
Wound from the Sword of cruel Cradocus,rather than ence
to offend her God, and how often they had fhewed their
Weaknefs in complying with the firft Suggeftions of the
Infernal Enemy, and fhameful Prnpﬂfalss of a wicked
Companion.

St. Elerius going one Day to the Monaftery to vifit the
living Martyr, anﬁ to confer with her in Spiritual Mat-
ters, they entered occafionally on the Subje&t of the Happi-
ﬁ?ﬁ of dying well. He told her, That he often took Com-
placency in the Thoughts of having her near him when he
lay on his Death-Bed, and that after his Departure her
Prayers would afford him Relief tor the Repofe of his
Soul. No Father ({aid fhe Prophetically) Chrift hath ap-
pointed otherwife. Tou fball live to bury our dear Mother
Theonia, and a few Years after to bury me : Then fome Time
being expired, your [elf fhall pafs from this tranfirory World,
and go to Him, of whofe Kingdom there i no End. All
this came to pafs as the Saint foretold.

Soon after this Predi&ion Theonia was vifited with her
final Sicknefs, and finding herfelf near her End, fhe re-
ceived from Elerius’s Hands the Blefled Sacrament, as her
Viaticum to conduét her fafely towards Heaven. The Re-
ligions were on their Knees round her Bed, lamenting bitter-
ly the forefeen Lofs, whom fhe comforted after this man-
ner: Children ! Tears are not to flow for Friends, or for our
felves, unlefs [ome Ewnil hath happened or Misfortune. Our
prefent Cafe hath no fuch Countenance: Asto my [elf, T am
haftening to my Heavenly Spoufe, (s I hope) who calls me to
Him. As to you, Blefled Wenefride, a more holy Mother,
will fucceed me, who by Words and Works awill improve you in
Perfeftion,  Follow her S.t?br, and you will not wander nor
. g0 aftray. ‘Then being fpent, fhe breathed out her pure

and precious Soul. Her Obfequies being folemnly and
chriftianly performed by St. Elerins, he appointed St. We-
néfride Abbefs, to govern the Monaftery. Her profound
Humility diffuaded her from undertaking the Charge,
but the Obedience fhe had promifed the holy Abbos, a?,d
i S s ~. chie
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the repeated Petitions of ithe Siffers; motwithftanding natu-
ral Reluftancy, wrought her at laft mnto Compliance.

. The nice Art of governing wany, whofe Geniufes and
Confbitutions are as differing as the Features of their
Faces, isattended with fuch vaft Difficulties, that Solomon
being favoured and honoured by the Almighty with that
unlimited QOffer, sk what thon wilt, thar 1 may give it
shegy 3 Reg. iii. 5. the confidering King petition’d for what
was moft neceflary to rule the numerous Ifraclites ; he dex
fired not Riches or Glory, but Wifdom, a docible Heart.
St.. Wenefride was -naturally prudent, and her Spoufe be-
ftowed upon her,a imore than ordinary Talent of Go-
verning 5 fo that wifh’d.for Succefls anfwered Expettation.
He blefs’d thar Head with {upernatural Wildom, which
had been f{acrificed to his Honour. She made ule of the
{ame Maxims and Methods at Guitherin, asbefore fhe had
dene at Finhon. . Her Commands were intimated with {uch
Affability and Difcretion, that they appeared to her Sub-
jeéls fo many Intreaties. .She went conftantly before the
seft in the moft painful Duties of the Monaftery 5 and al-
though the Dignity of her Office required due Diftance,
fhe not only converied with her Sjfters as with Equals, but
alfo look’d upon herfelf asthe leaft deferving in the whole
Community, - She hadthetrue Spirit of Poverty, and was
{o much averfe to Superfluities, that the would {carce ad-
mit of Neceflaries. She was moft rigid in Abftinence, and
Patience had taken fuch abfolute Poffeflion of her Heart,
that not the leaft Entrance was allowed to Anger and
other inordinate Paflions. Her Prayer was continual,
when ot interrupted by Daties of Charity and neceflary
Sleep. She was frequently favoured with Raprures and
Extafies. She never dropped any Word tending to her
own Commendation, and was fenfibly afflited when others
‘mentioned any thing in her Praife.

The Blefled Martyranculcated daily to her Siffers to have
-always befor&the:%yes the grand Example of their dear
Redeemer, :and to copy out fuch Vertues as He exercifed, to
iinftru& as well asto {ave them : That they ought to ftudy
a ‘purc Intention i all their A€tions, to {erve God for His
‘own fake. She earneftly recommended Fortitude and
Perfeverance as firong Armour to overcome all Sorts of -
"Teniptations : That they ought not to be difmay'd n
sthefe {piritual Conflits, E‘.lr by the Conqueft they w;ulld

: - obtan
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obtain the Crown. Prayer (fhe faid) when well perform-
ed, did dilate their Souls, and prepared an Entrance to
Divine Grace, which enabled them to undertake Noble
A&ions for their God. *Tis needlefs to mention her An-

elical Purity 5 the flowing Fountain {eems to denote that
ﬁlé would have parted with Streams of Blood rather than
to have confented to one fingle Thought to the Prejudice
of her confecrated Virginity. '

*TPwas obferved, that when fhe exhorted her Religious,
a Depth of Heavenly Wifdom appeared in her Words,
which inflamed her Hearers with the Love of Fefus. She
was favoured with a {pecial Gaft of difcovering Tempta-
tions, and of applying proper Remedies to defeat the ne-
my. Not only the Lairy, but even Religions Men and
Prelates found great Advantage by conferring with her.
Many, reforted to Guitherin from all Parts of the Province.
What is yet more, notorious Thieves and inveterate Male-
faftors were reclaimed from their evil Courfes by her

owerful Advice and irrefiftable Remonfirances.

Almighty G0 D was pleafed to declare by Signs and Mi-
racles how much St. Wenefride was in his Divine Favour.
Scarce any Day paffed wherein, by fudden Cures of defpe-
rate Diftempers, fhe did not comfort drooping and de-
fponding Parients : Her Monaftery refembled a common
Eefuge of the Diftreffed, and fhe was like atender Mozher
to the Unfortunate. Her Heroical Vertues were the uni-
verfal Subje& of Difcourfe in private Families, and the
Fame of her Miracles was heard from the Pulpits in
Churches. St. Elerins, who was beft acquainted with her
Merits, declared openly, That Providence had direted her
to Guitherin, to honour and benefit them all: But from
humane Applaufe, which was abhorr’d by her to the laft
Degree, fhe was invited by a Revelation to the immortal
Glory of .ngels. '

The Saint being thus forewarned of her long wifh’d-for
Departure, the welcome News, for whole Days and
Nights, threw her into Extafies of Joy. She had made
it her Study to forget, as much as poflible, what fhe had
done or fuffered for her dear Lord ; and therefore, as one
who is to undertake a long Journey, fhe made neceflary
Provifions, as if nothing had been performed during the
Courfe of her holy Lié. She redoubled her Fafts and

other Aufteritics; fhe fatigued herfelf in the pﬂEinFul
xer-
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Exercifes of continual Charity towards her Siffers and
others. Notwithftanding her Angelical Interior, and the
uninterrupted Union with her Divine 3Fﬂ#ﬁ, fhe wvilify’d
herlelf as one not worthy of his Prefence. That l{n:
might not {urprize the Community, by her leaving them
in a fhort Sicknefs, () he imparted firft to St. Fleriusthe
Summons fhe had received from her Redeemer, and the fame
afterwards to her dear Siffers, whofe Sorrow was little
inferior to thofe Tranfports of fJu bilee fhe was abforp’d
in, by the certain Affurance of pafling fpeedily to Eer
Lord and Mafter. They wept, they mourned, but fhe thus
comforted them.

Weep not, dear Children, but conform your Wills to your
Creator's Pleafure.  Doubt not but that in Heaven (whither
through the Mercies of God I am going) I fball be more
ferviceable 10 yow by my Prayers, than here on Earth by
my Prefence.  For that Land of Promife 5 not a Place of Ignos
zance, but of clear Knowledge, where the Bft:g}d uﬂde}ﬁaﬂd the
Wants of their Friends on Earth 5 and they being united in the
Fountain Head of infinite Charity, they are powerful and ready
2o procure [peedy Helps to fuccour them. This I promife to do
Sor youy my dear Children, after that Chrift fhall have taken me
anto His Kingdom. Tou muft nor be contriftated like thofe who
have ne Hope. To wicked Worldlings, who by their finful Lives
dread the Sight of a terrible Fudge, Death’ appears like a cruel
Executioner, to drag them to a formidable Tribunal 5 but to inno-
cent and holy Souls Death s entertained as a welcome Guei? ;
he finds them ready to embrace him with Joy: They are like 1o
Men expetting their Lord avhen he returns from the Mcxrriage,
St. Luke x11, 36. and are ready to go with him, as through
God’s Mercy, I hope that I am prepared at prefent for the Hea-
wenly Journcy to enter into the Joys of my Lord,

Her concluding Sicknefs took its Beginning from fre-
quent and violent Convulfions, which fhe endured with
unparallell’d Patience. The lively Hopes of feeing her

€a-

(9) Robert fays, that Elerius heard of it only by Repors and
Chance, after fhe had acquainred her Nuns with it, and comfort-
ed them concerning it: But the Editor, having made Elériusto be
her Confeffor, durft not venture her telling any thing of Impor-
tance toany one before'{he had acquainted him with it ; whick
1s of good Ufe for thofe who trade in fuch Wares, and a righe
Intimation to devout Pilgrims.
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Heavenly Spoufe {weeten’d all her acate Pains; yer know-
ing that the crafty Tempter is more furious in the decifive
Confli&t, fhe earncftly and often befought our Lord, that
He would not Irermit the infernal Enemy to be frightful un-
f0 her in her laft Agony. She exhorted all who came to vifit
her to make early Preparations againft that dreadful Hour;
on {_which depended eternal Happinefs, or never-ending
Midery. ;

In the Beginning of Nowember finding het Strength ex-
haufled, anﬁ that her Diffolution was near at hand, fhe
called for the Saint her Confeflor, and was by him forti-
fied with the Ho'y Sacrament of the Church.  Beholding
- the Religions in Tears upon their Knees, fhe faid; Dear
Children, rather congratulate with me, than grieve fo much at
my approaching Happinefs. I hope e're long 1o enjoy him in
Heaven whom I have ardently loved upon Earth. Preferve
inviolably the Promife you bave made Him : Undervalue the
bafeand [ordid Pleafures of this tranfitory World ; reflett that
your Bodies, although beautiful and in their Prime, are no other
than loathfome Prifons, which derain your immortal Souls in
clofe Confinement. Take great heed not to defile them, and
never forget this important Leffon, that the Heavenly Comfore
and Joy which pure Souls experience on their Death-Bed, re-
compences abundantly all world(y Riches, Pleafures, and Ho-
siours which they have defpifed and abandemed for the Service
and Love of Jefus Chrift. |

The Sainz, as it were, knowing the very Minute of
her Departure, took her laft Leave and Blefling’ of holy
Elerius, hoping that they would meet foon in Heaven,
without any Fear of a future Separation. She humbly re-
quefted that her Body might be bury’d near unto Theonia’s,
her holy Mother. Then in a pure A& of intenfe Love of
GGod, on the 3& of anmﬂwr, e breathed out her thrice
happy Soul into her Blefled Redeemer’s Hand.

FElerius obferving that fhe had expired, as the Religions
alfo did, who were kneeling near her Bed, the ma
deep Sighs publifhed their Ln%s. The holy Abbot found
himfelf obliged to fupprefs his own Grief, that he might
more effeftually comfort them, by declaring that fhe
was only removed to Heaven before them, and that
they ought to prepare to follow after her : 'Fhat fhe was
united glorioufly to her God, and by her Prayers would
pnwerﬁﬁiy affift-them. Her B[?dy was very little alter’'d

in
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in the Comelinefs of it by her Death ; and as (he had de-

fird, ’twas folemnly interr’d near Theonia’s, and many
other Saints bury’d before her in that Place: Amongft the
reft were (s) Cheb and Sewman, the one l}ing at hrrg}‘!fﬂd,
and the other by her Side.  Both thefe were renown’d for
San&tity and Miracles, and bad Churches rais’d to their
Memorres. Yer altho' thefe two, and many other Saints
Bodies, which had been committed to that holy Ground, -
drew thither devout Pc?ple 5 yet the Place was moftly re-
verenced and honoured for St. Wenefride’s Sepulchre, which
was afterwards favoured by a T'rain of evident Miracles.
Not long aftet St. Blerius, by a happy Death, finithed his
Courle, and went to receive the eternal Reward of his
Apoftolical Labours. His Body was interr’d in a Church
erefted to his Name and Memory, where it pleafed Al-
mighty God to work miraculous Cures, in Teftimony of
his Sanétity on Earth, and Power by his Prayers in
Heaven.

The Omniporent, who has affured Mortals by his Divine
Promife, that thofe who glorify him, be will glorify them,
1t Reg. ii. 30. moft eminently fulfilled the {ame in St. Wene-
fride, both living and dead. She glorified her Crearor in
her tender Years, by confecrating unto him her unfpotted
Virginity. She glorified Him like St. Agatha and St. Agsmes,
with the c‘-henr&g:i Offering of her Head, to preferve un-
tajoted Fidelity to her ﬁfavenly Spoufe. She glorify'd
Him, by withgrawing noble 7irgins from the prevarica-
ting World, and raifing their Souls to the pure Love of
God; inftru@ing them in the true Spirit of Humility and
Mortification. In fine, fhe glorified Him through the
whole Courle of her Life, in all Points of religious Per-
fe€tion, not only relating to her Subjefls, but even the .
Laieey. - On the other Hand, the Almighty has glnriged

- er

(s) *Tis an unreafonable Thing for a Monk to fow any one
Church-yard fo thick with Saints as Robert has done that of
Guitherin, unlefs he intends to remove them in due time.
Keby was thouglit to havé been bury'd in Awgleley, and Sewan
in Ireland, where he was Bithop, by the fame Token that he
died the very fame Day with St. David in §44. Butthis Thief
of & Monk has brovght them both to a Place where he could
come more eafily at them, and pacifie the People of the Parifh
better for the Lofs of Wenéfrede, fince they had fo many Saints
Bodies ftill left with them.
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her down to the prefent Age, from the Year 660. Ac-
“cording to St. Beuno’s Pr:di&iﬂn, there has been no Cefla-
tion ufg Miracles 5 teftifying her fignal Sanctity, and how
dear her precious Soul is to her Maker. *Tis true, this
humble Virgin was accuftomed to blath and to fhed Tears
at the firft Sound of her Praifes, and therefore defired and
-obtained that fhe might ablent herfelf from Finhon, to
live in Obfcurity (as [he refolved) out of ithe frothy
Noife of Acclamations, which fhe could not avoid atthe
‘Place of her Martyrdom. This was her pious Contri-
vance, but the Defign of Heaven was to gle}fifjr her at
Guitherin, As God commanded a Torrent to flow on that
dry Valley, where her bloody Head touched firft the
Ground, fo at her Sepulchre He did not reje&t or refufe

any Petition made by her devoted Supplicants. :
The Hiftorians of her Life, 8t. (¢) Elerius and Salopienfis,
concluded that it would be an Un ertaking to fwell Vo-
Lo 1 506G lumes,

(t) 1 think it fic to tell the Reader again, that Elerius never
wrote on¢ Line in his Life about Wenefrede that any one knows
of. Robert of Salop, that ought to have known (and would
have told us if he had) fays not one Word about him as to
this Point: And the Ediror might as honeftly have faid, that
he himf{elf had tranflated &lerius’s Life, as fay, that Elerius was
her Hiftorian. Robert does indeed fay, that the Number of

Miracles wrought at her Shrine and Fountain was exceed ingly
- great. The Anonymous Writer of her Life (which I have
called the Cotton-Life) makes all her Miracles to 'have been
wrought at her Fountain, and not one at Guitherin, where he
leaves her buried. Bur the Obfervation I would make, both
to the Pilgrim and the Proteftant Reader upon this Head, is,
That whatever Bleflings God beftows upon People that pray
in Places where there is no famous Saint worthipped and called
upon, he beftows them for hisown Goodnefs fake, and for his

ercy’s fake in Jefus Chrift, and in Compaflion to his needy

Creatures : But chat whatever Blefling he beftows in Places
where .fume ﬁnmm Saint is wnr{hiijpgd and called upun', there
they are all, it feems, beftowed upon the Interceflion and for
the Merits of that Saint,if they be fo pray'd for and asked sand
I believe it will not be denied, that not one Papift in a thou-
fand does ever ask of God any grear Blefling, but for the Me
- 1its, Sake, and by the Interceflion of fome one or more Sajnts.
Hence therefore it muft needs be, that the Bleflings which Pa-
pifts receive at God’s Hands muft be generally accounted mirz«
culous, and thofe the Proteftants receive mere Mercies and
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lames, if they regifter’d all Wonders done at her Shrine
and Fountain: They thought it {ufficient to acquaint the
Reader, that the Blind, Lepers, and other difeafed Perfons,
were (pcrﬂ:&ly cured by drinking the Water, or bathing
themfelves in the Holy Well. T%nis became {o famous,
that tender Mozhers made no Difficuity of cafting their
fickly Children into the Stream, which was a fpeedy Cure.
Such as lived at great Diftance, and were tormented with
Agues, or hot burning Fevers, caufed the Water to be
brought to them, and drank of it as a certain Remedy to
relieve them in their Maladies. Thofe in very remote
Places, ufed to put one of the little bloody Srones which
- was taken out {IF the 7ell into other Spring-Water, and
they were cured. ’Tis{aid, that the Zirgin Martyr herlelf
ireﬂ:ribcd the firft Ufe of this laft Remedy, who {oon after
er Second Death appearing to many, who in dangerous
Diftempers devoutly called upon her, fhe direted them,
for their fpeedy Recovery, to apply the Water and Stones
of the Well in the aforefaid manney. Such as had Bwel-
lings or old Sores bathed the Part affetted, and they found

prefent Relief.
At.this wonderful Spring almoft daily Miracles were
wrought, according to a Petition fhe made to God bef}:}:l'c
e

common Bleflings. This is the Spring of Super{tition, this
the Food and Nourifhment of Saint-Worfhip. But I defire
the ferious underftanding Papift to confider, and inquire, and
then compute as well as he can, whether che Proteftants or
Papifts of this Kingdom (in Broportion to each other’s Num-
ber) receive more or greater Bleflings, more Deliverances from
. Sicknefles, or Pains, or Dangers from abroad, or fad Accidents
at home. ’Tis certain that they pray alike for all the Good
they think they want, and deprecate alike the Evil which they
. fear : But it is as certain that the Proteftant asks what he asks,
and deprecares what he fears, through the Mediation, and by
the Interceffion, and for the Merits fake of Chrift only, with-
out any Mention of any Saint or Angel, or the Virgin Mary,
all which, or one at leaft, are called upon and interefled in
_ every Papift’s Prayer, tho’ Chrift be not excluded. If there-
fore the Proteftants receive as many Mercies and Bleflings,
_ordinary and extraordinary, at Holy-well ( for Inftance) as the
~ Papifts do, how is a Papift fatisfied that any thing is granted

¥ on -
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him - for the Sake of St Wenefrede, or through her Intgre

ceflion?
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fhe lefc Finhon; That He would vouchfafe to blefs corpo-
rally, and fan&ify fpiritually, all thofe who in future
Ages (hould devoutly vifit her Fountain, and there acknow-
ledge the many Benefits with which He had favoured her.
Frequent Miracles were likewife wrought at her Tomb.
Multitudes of difeafed Perfonsbecame perfectly cured by
praying, and kiffing the Earth where the {acred Remainder
of her was depofited.

The holy Author of St, Wenefride's Life and Death was
not fatisfied with a general Relation of miraculous Cures :
He defcends to Particulars, that unbelieving Pﬂﬂeriti
might be induced to allow Creditto what he had recorde
as to daily Wonders, 1 touch twe or three with Brevity.
Froms the Beginning of the World it hath not been heard, thas
any Man opened the Eyes of one born blind, wnlefs this Man
were of Gody St.Jobn ix.-32. 'This declared the Omni-
potence of the long expelted Meflias; and the like Fa-
vour {oon after our Saint’s Death, gave Wing to the Fame
of her San&tity and Power in Heaven, and fpread the fame
through the Weftern Provinces of Britain. A poor Car-
Benter, dwelling not far from St. Wenefride's Well, had a

aughter born blind. She growing up, and groaning un-
der that temporal Misfortune, hearing the Report of ma-
ny miraculous Cures wrought at that Fountain, {he impor-
cuned her Father daily to be handed thither. This was

ranted, and being come to the Place, fhe bathed her
%Icad in the Water, and was afterwards conduted to the
Chappel, near unto the Well. She fpent that whole Night
in Prayer, befeeching God, through the Merits and Inter-
ceffion of St. Wenefride, who was Martyr’d for his Love,
to beftow upon her corporal Sight, to the End fhe might
ferve Him better, and ﬂc an Eye-Witne[5 of the Wonders
“wrought in that Place. Towards Morning [he fell inta a
Slumber, and when fhe opened her Eye-Lids fhe found
hetfelf blefs’d with perfect Sight. This being {o noto-
yious and publick, begat frelh Veneration to the Holy
well, and was divulged far and near, to his Honour who
is glorify’d in his Saints.

The Saint’s Privilege was sot confined to her Well and
Chappel 5 the adjacent Places were a Sort of Sanftuary
under her Pm_teé{iun; Witnefs what happened to {fome
Thieves, who ftole a Cow out of a Pafture aear unto St.
Wenefride's Chappel. - The Robbers forced her over rocky
| - Ways,
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Ways, that they might not be traced, but it happened
otherwife 5 for the Cow fixed not one Step wiblfgtl:f lea-
ving a («) deep Impreflion in the Stones, as if fhe had
been pafling through foft Clay. The Footfteps alfo of
the Thieves fo v%ﬁ%‘ly appeared, that the Owner next
Mornin miffing his Beaft, he and his Neighbours follow-
ed after by the miraculous Track. The Robbers percei-
ving them near at hand, made the belt of their Way to
efcape, and left the Booty to whom it belonged. = They
afterwards obferved at Leifure how the Cow had left the
clear Prints of her Feet as fhe was carry’d off, but not the
leaft Impreffion after fhe wasretrieved and returned home-
wards. Great Crowds of People flock’d to behold the
faid Prints in the Stones, and publifhed the Miracle.
The Thieves themfelves apprehending left fome {evere
Judgment fhould befal them, to terrify others, came peni-
tentlyto the Marryr’s Altar : They cﬂn‘?efs'd their Sin, and
warned all not to commit the like Trefpafs. |
 Behold a following Esample yet more terrifying. A
Meflenger being difpatched by a chief Lord of that
‘Country, to give his Neighboars timely Notice of {fome
approaching Danger from the bordering Saxons (who con-
tinually carry’d ‘on. War againft them) was way-laid by
Thieves, and purfued to St, Wenefride’s Church, whither
he fled as to a fafe San&tuary.  The Exprofs faften’d his
Horle near unto the Door, ‘which they took away, net
';Fr'e_fumi_-ng to purfue him to the Altar, where the ftood
or Cﬁlﬁt; After their Departure the Meffenger came
forth, and finding that the Horfe was carried off, he re-
turned unto the Church, and, proftrate, made a pious
‘Complaint ‘before the Sasins’s Altar, that'he indeed had
quftained a confiderable Lofs, but it was the who was
highly mnjured : That the Aurhors of the Crime deferved
i exem-

v Y = - . i

¢ {u) T confefs, 1 thought the Editor would not have given

us this Miracle, it is fo notable a one ; but fince he has been
Ao fair, T cannot chufe but thank him for his Ingenuity, and
will not find apy Fault with him for not exprefling how deep
the Impreffion was that the Cow’s Feet made in the Rocks
every Step fhe took, which Rebert fays was up ro the Knees 3
which, confidering how hard the Welch Rocks are, is very deep
andeed ; ‘but what of that ? Know we not who it is that cleve
“2he bard Rocks afunder ? Is any thing to0 bard for God ?
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exemplar Punifhment, to the End others might be de-
terr’d from violating the Safety of her Sanftuary, and the
Reverence due unto it. His Remonftrance was accepted
of by Divine Juftice 5 for the Thief, who had untied the
Horfe, and had him in atual Poffeffion, was {uddenly
{cized all over his Body with f{uch Extremity of Pains,
that he often called on Death to deliver him from the
Torture, After a few Days, his Right Arm, (which was
the Inftrument of his Sin) began to {well, then to pu-
trify and rot in a loathfome manner. This Tribulation
gave Underﬁandinﬁ to him, who had negleéted Conici.
ence in time of Health. Wherefore he came to her
Church, and begged, with many Teears, the Sain’s Par-
don for his Infolence, and the Wrong he had done her.
He became a true Penitent, and this Humiliation fo much
deferved her Favour, that by Degrecs he was cured of his
painful Ulcer. He praifed God for his Mercy, and St.
Wenefride for her Compaffion, preaching to othets not to
offend againil the Sanétity of the Place, nor to give Di-
fturbance to the Saint’s Clients, who in Diftrefles run unto
her for Succour.

Take another Inftance in a Paflage which may feem of
lefs Moment. A Labourer prefumed to cut off for his own
Ufe a Bough from an old djﬂk growing near unto Guitherin
Church-Door, which afforded a convenient Shade to de-
vout Pilgrims, when the Concourie was {o great that they
were forced to remain without, and to pray under it. No
fooner had he firuck his Hatchet into the Bough, than it
was immovably fixed there ; and as Yeroboam’s Hand wi-
thered, which he had fretched forth to order the Appre-
henfion of the Man of God, that he was not able to draw it
back, 3 Reg. xiil. 4. fo this poor Man’s Hand and Arm
cleaved {o Ei& to the Handle of the Ax, that with all his
Strength he was not able to feparate them. He attempted
often 1n vain to let go hisHold, and finding himfelf in that
{urprizing Diftrels, %’u‘. cry’d out for Help and Affiftance.
Some Perfons hard by heard his mournful Voice, and ran
to the Place, admiring at the Wonder. They exhorted
him to repent, and to beg the Saint’s Pardon and Prayers,
which he did, and at the {ame time they all cry’d out,
Holy Wenefride, take Pity on him ! At thefe Words his
Hand and Arm were {et at Liberty, and were reflored to
their former Freedom. The Cut in the Branch was thew'd

to
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to Robert, Prior of Shrewsbury, when he came to tranflate
her facred Reliques, of which I am going to give an Ac-
count, with the Occafion of the Rcmuvaﬁ
In the Reign of King William the Conqueror, a chief
Earl of his éﬂurt, called Roger, built a (x) fumptuous
Monaftery in Shrewsbury, to the Glory of God, and the
Benefit nfythat City, endowing the fame with fufficient
Revenues. An Abbor and his Monks being therein fettled,
they began to lament the Want of holy Religues in their
new Church, which Wales was ftored with moft abundant-
}y, by reafon that many eminent Saints of both Sexes had
ormerly flourifhed in thofe Parts, renowned for Sanélity
and the Grace of Miracles. Hereupon they began to con-
fider and confult what Saint’s Body might be obtained by
them, to bring a Blefling upon the Re/rgions Family. Dau-
ring this Deliberation, a Monk of their Munal{t'r_}r fell
dangeroufly fick, and moreover was {o diftra&ted in Mind,
that his Brethren, both in Shrewsbury and Chefter, ceafed
not to recommend to Almighty God his Recovery. One
Day, when the vertuous Sub-Prior of Chefter-Abbey had
aned his Prayer for the miferable Creature, he dropp’d
into an unufual Sleep, to whom a Woman appeared in alo-
rious Attire, and {aid, If you defire the fick Man’s Health,
let one of you go and offer for him a Mafs in the Chappel near
unto St. Wenefride’s Well, and he ewill prefently recover :
After which fhe vanifhed out of his Sight.
The Sub-Prior Radulphus (that waaiis Name) awaked
in great Amazement, but was backward in {faying one
Word of the Vifion, fearing that it would not find any
Credit. But when he heard that his Brother’s Diftemper
grew more defperate, Charity obliged him to declare
what he had feen. All the Religions were of Opinion,

that St. Wenefride (y) herlelf had given thefe Dire&ions.

Where-

(x) So far from fumptuons, that Ordericus Vitalis fays it was
buc meanly endowed ; and W. Malmesbary, fpeaking of the
Founder, fays, ibi Monachos locavit  ex Sagio (Ss:_y: in Normandy)
angufto viu & amittu ; and Robert is as modeft alfo. In After-
times it was fumptuous enough. :

(7 ) 'Tis ftrange that the Saints, who whilft they live are

the humbleft Things on Earth, and fartheft from affe&ing

Praife 'and Hoenour, fhould in the other World become the’

moft ambitious and defirous of being known and worfhipped

',:_"__'gf-ffh' - :
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Wherefore they immediately difpatched away Two of
their Company, who celebrated Holy Ma/s in her Chap-
pel, and at that very Time, as it was calculated, the Shrecvs-
bury Monk was reffor’d to perfelt Health. On this Account
both he and the other Monks became more tenderly devot-
ed to the Pirgin Martyr, X
_ Robertus Saloprenfis fgﬁ'nd s {feven Chapters in relating what
Methods were taken, that happy Succefs might anfwer
their zealous Intention. I cpitomize, yet wiﬁ not omit
any thing which appears to me very material. The 4bbor
and Monks of Shrewsbury perfited with great Conflancy
many Years in their earneft Defires and fervorous Prayers,
to obtain the Trealure of St. Wenefrid:'s Sacred Reliques.
In the Reign of King Henry the Firft a Grant was given
of them, but by rea%m of ‘many Commotions after the
King’s Death in that Country, the Bufinefs was not effec-
ted till the fecond Year of King Stephen’s Reign, when
Abbot Herbers in a Confult with his Monks,deputed Robert
his Prior, and Richard an eminent Monk of the {ame Mo.-
naftery, to pals into Wales to bring back with them the
Reliques.  "T'o facilitate the Matter, ﬁefnre their Departure
feveral Letters were tranfmitted to Friends in thofe Patts.
They vifited in their Iﬂﬂi;lﬂ}' the Bifhop of (z) B#ﬂgm:i_
an

by their Fellow-Creatures ; and yet thisis the Charaler of a
great Part of them, given by the Men who write sheir Lives,
They frequently zppear to fome good-Body or other, who
lictle thinks of it, and tell them where they have been buried,
where they would have a Chappel built, where their Prayers
will be belt heard,and whither they would be removed. Some
ood Leflon or other they ftill give, which evermore ends
in their own Honour, though, to be fure, more to the Peo-
ple's Advantage. "
() Robert fays, that Guitherin wasin the Bithop of Bangor's
Diocefe. 'Tis cerrainly now in the Diocefe of St, Afaph ; but
in 1138 there was no Bifhop of Sr. 4faph, and therefore the
Bifhop of Baugor mighe very probably have the Care of that
Diocefe alfo committed to bim; though Robers’s Words may
be fo conftrued as to fignify, that at that Time there was no
{uch Diocefe as St. sfaph; and T am fure I cannot prove
- there was, by any Hiftory thar is left us : For the firlt that ap-
pears 1s Gilbert, who was confecrated in 1143. But whoever
was the Bifhop, I wonder with what Confcience he could give

way to the removing fuch a precious Pledge of the Diving
Yavour our of his Province. : | -
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_:jnd were diretted by him to a principal Lord, who ruled
in that Country, where the blefled Body was kept. The
Nobleman un erftanding the Caufe of their Coming, en-
tertained them courteoufly, and faid, that Doubtlefs God
and the holy MARTYR has fent you to tranflate her Body 10 a
Placevhere it will be more honoured. (a) I not on'y give my
Confent, but I will fend alfo my Servants to afift you. Were
not I unavoidably detained by Bufinefs of Imporrance, I wonld
frefume ro go with you in Perfon, andwith my unworthy
Hands I swould deliver unte you thofe Sacred Pledges of
Sanétity. 5 o v
- This gracious Sprech cheer’d up the follieitous Travel-
lers, whe were Seven in Number, wviz. the two Priors
of Shrewsbury and Chefter, Richard the Monk, a godly
Prieft born in that Country, and three Attendants. They
fet forward towards the Saint’s Sepulchre, and being ¢ome
near unto Guitherin, they met a Man, who caft them into
Dejeftion, but notinto Defpair of Succefs. He acquainted
them in plainand pofitive Terms, that the Inhabitants ha-
ving Intelligence of’ their Coming, and of their Intentions,
were abfolutely refolved to oppofe them : That no Favour
nor Power of any Mortal thould prevail with them to per-
mit their chief Saint’s Body, Patronefs of their Country,
to becarry’d away by Strangers.
Thele

(#4) The Beginning of this Lord of the Country’s Speech is
this; I do nos think that you and your Companions have taken all
thele Pains without the Appointment of God, aud the Good-will of the
Blefled Virgin: Fuor it may be, fecing thst due Reverence is not paid
ber by ber own Councry-men, [he has a mind to be carrizd elfewhere,
and to reczive that Homour from other Folks which ber own refufe to
give ber, eitker through Contempt or Negligence. It would be hard
to reconcile this Paflage with the great Efteem and Honour
which the Monk fays her daily Miracles had procured her
throughout the whole Country; but therefore the Ediror
wilely pafied it by, 2s he has alfo done abundance of Incon-
fiftencies and Abfurdities befides ; which puts me in fome
Hopes that Pilgrims begin to look a lictle after the Things they
are to {wallow, 2nd may in time open their Eyes, and fee how
they are ufed. And I heartily wifth, that, for their Sakes,
fome one or other of their own Communion would faithfully
tranilate this Pricr Robert’s Hitory of Wenefrede's Life and
~ Death, and Miracles, and Tranflation to Shrewsbury, without
either adding any thing, or leaving any thing out, but giving
us the good Monk genuine and entire, as he is in the Bodl.
Library, of which I have feen a Copy or two. -
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Thefe few Words did fo much difpirit them, that ‘it

feem’d neceflary to have Encouragement from Heaven.
Prior Robert lay conceal’d in a Farmer’s Houfe, and fent
the Chefter Prior and the other Prieft to Guitherin, they be-
ing Men of Birth, and well known in that Country  REobers
. rifing up at his ufual Time to fay Marrins, was certify’d
by a devout Man, who was one of his Company, how that
Night a glorious #irgin had appear’d unto him, and had
ordered him to acquaint the anxions Prior, thathe {hould
Rinfpemuﬂy effet the Affair he came about, and by her
eans, whofe Honour he had efpoufed. Robert, {ome-
thing comforted with this Relation, after finifhing Mattins
fell into a Slumber, and {eem’d to fee a former holy Abbor
of his own Monaftery, called Godfrey, who thus revived
him; Banifb Fear, Brother Robert, of failing in your Defign.
Be of good Heare 5 for by God’s Affiftance we fball defeat thofe
who oppofe ws, and we [hall obtain whar for many Years we
have earneftly de[ir’d. 'This was more than {ufficient to a-
nimate him in the Profecution of his Journey, efpecially
the other Prior having fent an Exprefs to haften them for-
ward, becaule God had profper’d their Undertaking.
Being arrived early in the Morning at Guitherin Church,
and having prayed fome Time before her Body, the chief
Prieft of t%ne Parifh came unto them, who kindly faluted
them. They humbly begg’d his charitable Affiftance, of
obtaining the Saint’s i;niy Reliques ;5 which he eafily gran-
ted them, as knowing before they came, the Will of God.
For ({aid he) on Eafter Eve laft, I had a Vifion in this very
Place. Cﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬁﬂg my [elf to reft, a beautiful young Man ap-
peared unto me, commanding me to arife. I anfwered, that
"tawas not yet the Hour for Mattins 5 [o he left me. Returnin
the [econd Time, when I was more opprefs’d with Sleep, he bid
me rife, as before he bad done 5 but bemng very heavy, I re-
plied that T would rife in due Time 5 and covering my Head
with my Cloak, Ireturnedto Sleep. In the third Vifit he pull’d
away my Cloak with Violence, ordering me to follow him wwith-
out Delay, as I did, véry much affrighted. He led me to the
Saint's Shrine, and Paiﬁring at it with b Finger, ﬁir'J: Note
well this Place, and alfo my Words. 1 do command thee,
that if fome Months hence Perfons come to open this Se-
pulchre, and to carry away with them the Sain’s Body,
that thou hinder them not in their holy Defign, but affift
them to the utmoft of thy Power ; left by refifting, thg';
2
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be punifhed (as I foretel thee) for thy Difobedience, by
fome :'rr’emedictbt'e'é‘ick_ﬂeﬁ. After this the Angel van:fbed a-
way. | . f .
The good Paftor was not wanting to his intimated Du.
ty. He difpofed the Owners of the Village to acquiefce
in the Will of God, and ordered the Parifhioners to repair
to the Church. Prior Robert {eeing fuch a numerous Af-
fembly, {poke unto them by an Interpreter, in this Man-
ners I and my Companions are comse bither by Divine Ap-
pointmenty to obtain of you St. Wenefride’s Body, that it may
be honoured in our City and Monaftery, both which are much
devoted wnto her.  The Virgin her Jelf (s your Paftor bere
prefent knows) hath by Vifions manifofted her Will 5 and
Jhe cannot but be difpleafid with thofey avha are. [o bold 5 20
contredift avhat fhe ar{%re_s Sfhould be done. Grear Attention
was given to what he {aid, and they feem’d much inclined
to grant the pious Requeft : One Man only oppos’d the
Motion, and with a clamorous Voice declar’d, That they
fhould never be deprived, by his Confent, of {o great a
Treafure : That the Saint had lived holily, and departed
in that Place ; her Reliques were now honoured by them,
as they had been by their dnceftors ; and that Almighty
God had approved of the Peoples Devotion at her Shrine,
by frequent Miracles. This Man,was of an avaritious Tem-
per, and moved tobefo violent, notiout of a Motive of
Piety, but Lucre. (b). However, after many Confultati-
ons, at laft, they all unanimoufly confented, that St. #We-
uefride’s Body fhould be delivered to the Mauks, to be
tranflated to Shrewsbury. -

The Prior, and his Companions, return’d their moft
humble Thanks, and without lofing Time, defir’d to en-
ter the holy Ifle, where the Saint’s Shrine had been vifited
for many Ages, by devout Pilgrims. - Robers W.iﬁ(l: his
Y | | Com-

=

(4) Reberr, and 7. F. the %Fefuit, his pretended Tranflator, tell
us fairly, that they were fainto ftop this Fellow’s Mouth, by
giving him Money. The Editor was afraid of this, as think-
ing it difgraceful, “that after {o many heavenly Vifions, of -
r;eﬁede to Ralf the Sub-Prior of Cheffer ; of Wenefrede to one of
Robert’s Servants ; of Abbot Godfry to Priof Robert himfelf :
4nd of an Angel to the Parfon of Guitherin, to-further and aflift
the Tranflation of thefe facred Bones, it fhould not be effeCted
twithout Corruption and Bribery at Iaft, ¢ ¥ iierefail

L BT v ik | L
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Company being come before the facred Reliques, fung
joyfully to Almighty God Plalms of Thank{giving. They
wrapped up decently her Bones in the fineft Linnen, which
was brought by them on that Account ; and after a Repe-
tition of gratetul Expreflions to the Paftor and to the In-
habitants, they proceeded that Night towards Shrop/bire,
[n the way homeward they cured a fick Man, who was
tortur’d with a violent Diftemper, by putting into Water
a little of the Earth found in St. Winefride's Head, and
caufing him to drink of it. This evident Miracle increal-
ed Veneration to thofc {acred Religues.

Prior Robert gave timely Notice, to his Abbor, that they
were near at Hand with the defired Treafure, and he re-
ceiv’d Orders to depofite the fame in St. Giles’s Church,
which {tood near untothe Gate of the City, to the End
that the Body might be brought to the Monaftery in
greater Splendor, by a folemn gPrﬁcE{ﬁan of the Bifbap,
Clergy, and People. During its Stay there, Monks were
appointed by Turns to pray Day and Night before the .4/
tary on which the Virgix's i‘;anf.as were expofed. Multitudes
of the Citizens of Shrewsbury joined with them in Pray-
er, and mutually congratulated each other for the Happi-
nels of fo potent a Patronefs. ~ St. Wenefride was not
backward in requiting this devout Entertainment, fhew-
ing by {everal Miracles how acceptable the {ame was unto
her. - The following one is very remarkable.

A young Man had lain long in a miferable Condition;
for his Limbs were fo «:urxtragh?d]r that he could not point
a Foot, and his Head {o much fettled downwards towards
his Knees, that he could not force it upwards, to lift. an
Eye to Heaven, He defird to be carry’d to St. Giles’s
Church, and to be fet down before the Altar, on which
Atood the facred Reliques. He fpent that Night in Pray-
er, begging of God, by the Merits and Interceffion of St.
Wenefride, that he might be heal’d. Towards Morning
he dropp’d into a Slumber, and before the Prieft came to
celebrate the firft Mafs, he awak’d, and found himfelf
perfetly cared. This aftonifhed the whole City, feeing
Ejm to walk asreadily as any of the Inhabitants.

A Day being appointed by the Bifbop, to convey the {1-
cred Reliques from St. Giles’s Church to the Monaftery,
Notice was given both to Town and Country, and with-
al, that fuch who affifted, or were prefent at the Przcef-
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fion, would not only receive the Bifop’s Blefling, but alfo
would gain Indulgences, granted on the Account of the
Solemnity. The univer{al Fame of Miracles, and St.
Wenefride's San&lity, drew together a Throng of People,
who appeared in their beft Apparel to honour that joyful
Day. A lhttle before the proceffional March, the Sky
frown’d with dark heavy Clouds, and threaten’d immedi-
ate Ram: This Storm, ready to fall, contriftated very
much all devoted te the Sains, as forefeeing that many
would withdraw themfelves. The [Salopienf. Lib. i1. Cap.
xv.]) Clergy and Monks befnught carneftly the Omniporent
Difpofer of all Times and Seafons, that he would pleafe
to grant dry Weather, for his own Honour, and of his
Spoufe, and for the Conlolation of the congregaced People,
at leaft until the Proceflion was ended. T'heir Prayers were
heard {o effectually, that altho’ violent Showers pour’d
down in other Parts of the City, and adjacent Fields, not
one fingle Drop fell into any Street through which the
blefled Body was to pafs. The thick Clouds hovered,
and hung over their Heads, as gathered on Purpofe to
bring St. Wenefride miraculoufly to her new Poffeflion
of the holy Bened:ftin Monaftery,

The Streets were lin’d with an incredible Concourfe of
devout People, who on their Knees thed Tears of Joy as
the Body pafled by, for fo great a Blefling. Thefe were
the tender Showers, which fell inthofe Streets, excepted
by Heaven from Rain. () The Bifbop and Priefts brought
the Relrgues to the Monaftery, which were reverently re-
ceiv’d from them by the Abbor and his Mexnks, as ineftima-
ble Jewels. They were magnificently placed upon the
high Altar, which was dedicated to the holy Apoftles St.
‘Peter and St. Paul, where many Miracles were wrought
for the Help and Benefit of Souls and Bodies. The Name
of God be prais’d for ever and ever.

Hitherto I have followed Robertws Salopienfis, who tran-

{lated

(¢) The Bifhop was not there himfelf, but fept them, as
Robert fays, full Powers for what they were to do, and his
Blefling withal ; fo that the Proceflion went on as it fhould,
and not a fingle Thread of any of the Company was wet, tho'
it rained very hard in all the Country round : So gracioufly
did God incline to hear the Prayers of the good Monks and
Clergy,in Favour of the Skow, and of the Peoples beft Cloaths !
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{lated St, Wenefride's Body from Guirherin to Shrewsbury, in
the Year of our Redemption Eleven Hundred Thirty and
Eight.

%ﬂ‘o: only this City, but likewife other Parts of Grear
Britain became moft tenderly devoted to the holy Virgin
Martyr, which induced Henry Archbifhop of Canterbury,
in a Provincial Synod in 1420, to appoint the Feaft of St.
Weuefride to be folemnly kept all over England, with an
Office of nine Leflons, on the third Day of November,
Lindewode, Fol. 76. Alford. Anno 1138, b4

*T'is aftonifhing, and likewife deplorable, to hear fome
Perfons decrying Miracles, and ridiculing them with {o
great Boldnefs and Contempt, that in Defpite of holy Doc-
zors of the Church, and religious Writers, they reprefent
Sefus Chrift asone unfaithful to his {folemn Promile to fu-
ture Ages ; and they obftinately maintain, that all Mira-
cles had a full Period after the Apoftles Preaching. (d)
They aflent without Hefitation to Pagan Plutarch, Tacitus,
or Suetonins, but demurr, and doubt of the Authority of
that eminent Sainz and learned Dotltor, St. John Chryfo-
(tome, who wrote a whole Book on the Subjeét of Mira-
cles, Lib. de Babyla M, whence he infers, againt the
wilful Heathens, that Chrift is God, who works fuch Won-
ders by the dry Afhes of his Followers. The Miracles
regifter’d by St. Auguftin, in his Book of 2he City of God ;
thole of wenerable Bede in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory ; what
St. Ferome fays of St.Paul the firt Hermit, and St. Hilari-
on 5 and St. Gregory the Great in his Dialogues, are Mat-
ter of Mirth to thefe profane Drolls. They don’t attend
what Mafter they feek to pleale, by imitating the obdu-
pate Jews, who, to difcredit the Miracles of the Son of
God, gave them a malicious Turn, faying, In Beclzebub
Prince of Devils, he cafts our Devils, St. Luke, xi. 15.

Our invincible Heroine, the glorious Pirgin Martyr, St.
Wenefride, has not met with kinder Quarter: For after the

Plunder of her rich Shrine, and the fcattering of her bil_eg.
. .

(d) The Pilgrims may be confident, that rio underftanding
Proteftant did ever maintain, that Miracles ceafed after the A-
poltles Preaching. They never did, nor ever will ceafe, whilft
God is able to work them: Let them be well proved, and ne
Body will deny them. :
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fed Bones, her admirable Life mult be lifted with the
Monkifs Legends 5 (e) her evident Miracles are fabulous
Narratives ; and the {ftupendious Cures wrought at her
Well, are nothing elfe but the experienc’d E&'ﬂ:és of a Co/d
Bath. ‘To the greater Honour ot God, who has honourd
this Saint to a wonderful Degree, I will inftance a few
late Miracles, and refer it to the traly Chriftian Reader,
whether the watry Element could influence fuch uncom-
mon Changes, 1 will not travail further back than the
laft Age, left it be objected, that many things are afferted,
happening long ago, which may rationally be disbeliev’d,
but cannot be difproved. The original Atteftations at
this Moment lie ‘before me ; and where 1 do not abbrevi-
ate (fome Cures being worded after a prolix Manner, as
to Crrcumftances) I will deliver what I offer, in the very
Expreflions of the authentick Records. They are taken
from Eye- Witnefles, who were Perfons of tender Confci-
ence and nice Honour, {fometimes given in under their own
Hand-Writing.

In the Year of our Lord God One Thoufand, Six Hun-
dred, and Six, Sir Roger Bodenham, Knight of the honou-
rable Order of the Bath, after a tedious Quartan Ague;
had a grofs Humour fettled in his Legs, ‘which foon after
broke out into an apparent Leprofy. He made ufe of ma-
ny able Phyficians, but depended moft on Do&or Fohn Da-
wrd Rhbes, a Cambro-Britain, who commenced Dotor at Si-
enna, profels’d Phyfician at Padua, was Pra&itioner in di-
vers Parts of Ituly, and afterwards in England, He was

near

S

(¢) 1f the admirable Life of S:. Wenefrede, be not a Monkifh
Legend, there never was a Monkith Legend in the World.,
"Twas Rebert the Monk, that wrote it, 500 Years after her
Death, aad is not able to vouch for the Trath of any Matter
of Faltinit. 'T'was Fobn of Tinmouth the Monk, that abbre-
viated it, and put it into his Legend 200 Years after Robert ;
and "twas Jobn Capgrave the Monk, that put it into his alpha-
betical Legend, an 1co Yearslower fill: And I do not know
a fullier, worfe told Story, in all his Book, than this of i#e-
nefrede ; and I am perfwaded that very few Scholars can be o-
therwife minded if they read it. And I fay the fame thing
of the Miracles fhe is.faid to have wrought, by Roberr the Hi-
ftorian ; if there be any Rules of judging which Narratives
are fabulous, and which nor, I appeal to them in this Difpute.
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near fixty Years of Age when Sir Roger confulted him..
This learned Man ran thro’ all Remedies that Concern’
could fuggeft, or Art devile, without any Succefs or Eafe
to the Kgnigh't.‘. ‘He therefore adviled him to lay the Cafe
before the College of Phyficians. in Losdon, which was'
flated very faithfully and learnedly by the aforefaid Rbes,
and was carry'd up by Mr. Thomus Beale, Steward of
Sir Roger’s Courts.  The College at Loxzdon being con-
ven'd, the Cale was read and debated, as allo the Pra&tice:
and Prefcriptions of Doctor Rhes, which Beale deliver’d to
them in Writing. They wrate back to Sir Reger their O-!
Einion, That his Phyfician had hit right.on his Difeafe; and:

ad apply’d proper Remedies for 2 Cure : 'That he wasa.
Perfon fo eminently: learned, -that they acknowledg’d
themlelves his Inferiors, he having been Reader to moft
of them 3 and if the Method .he took had no Effe&,
there was #or in Nature any Care for hin. The: Knight
found not any Satisfaltion by the Anfwer, which was
penned to the Commendation of his Phyfician, « Do&or -
Rhes being a Roman Catholick, advifed his Patient to re-:
move to St, Wenefride's Well, to try, whether by the
Saint’s Interceflion he might not- obtain a Cure, which
was not in the Power of Art to effeét. He acquainted him
with the Holinels of the Place, and what miraculous Fa-
vours were there obtain’d. .Sir Roger, extremely defirous
of Health, obey’d his Phyfician, and undertook a painful
Journey, full feventy eight Bririfs Miles from Rotheraw.as to
Holy Well. He bathed himfelf in the miraculous Foun-
tain, and became as found and clean from all Scurf and
Leprofy & a Child newly born, and afterwards continued:
fo. This happen’d providentially ; for as Naaman, Cap-
tain General of Syris, was direéted to walh in the River
Sordan, which compleated a twofold Cure, of his Soul’
as well asof his Body, 4 Kings, v. in like Manner the
Leper, Sir Roger, came to wafh in the Stream of Holy Well =
He was not at that Time,a Cathalick 5 but the miraculous.
Cure, with other Motives of Credibility, induced him ta.
embrace the true Faith, and he was reconciled to the
Church of Chrift 5 he rendred Thanks and Praifes rorAl+
mighty God for both thefe Favours. Befides this Relati-
on, which Sir Roger gave to the Lady his Wife, and to his
Daughter-in.Law, Wife to his eldeft Son, Mrs. Mary Be.
denham, there wereq ther Wimﬁf{?zs, the aforefaid Thomas,

Bealey
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Beale, William Green and his Wife, Rechard Bray, Sohn Hene
fé_}’: and many more Artendants on Sir Ruger Bodenham. (f)
The Omniporens is more glorify’d in his Saiues, by attri--
buting fupernatural Effelts ta tﬁcir humble. Petitions be-
fore iis Facr:cl Throne, than to natural Caufes. Some
Unbelievers, (if holy Scripture had not declar’d othef-
wife) might afcribe the Whelefomnels of the Waters of.
Hericho ta an occult, fudden, and {ubterraneous Quality
apd Alteration, rathér than to the Prophet Elizens's Mi~
racle, by cafting Salt into the Fountain, 4 Reg.ii. 19. Wor-
fhippersiof the great God have different- Sentiments, as
wilf appear by the.following Relation. In the Month of
Decemben, and the Year -n? our Lord One thoufand fix'
hundred and thirty feven, Mrs. Jane Wakeman, Wife 1o
Mr. Fobn Wakeman, of Rougley, in the Parifh of Horfham,
and: the County of S«/fex, was tormented’ with: a {ore
Breaft ; and having uled all probable Means for a Cure,
fhe found mo Eafe or Profpect of growing better. "The
ableft Surgeons contluded, thatunlefs her Breaft was cut:
off. there was not.any other way to relieve her ; neithér
would they by that. Operation give Affurance of a Reco-
very, for tir:y verily believ’d that her Breaft was incura-
ble; and to attempt the Amputation; might haften on the
Gentlewoman’s Death. They declar’d this to her Friendsy
but encourag'd her with better Hopes. - Mrs, Wakeman
- ' | regarde

(f) Sir Roger Bedenbam was, it feems, cured of adefperately
fore Leg, by the Waters of Holy-well ;- and Mrs. Wakeman, of
a-fad fore Brealt that was thought to be incurable. Thefe are
therefore good Proofs, that God warketh Miracles by St.
Wenefreds, or at her Interceflion. This Edirer is oft complain=
ing againft fuch as are Enemies to Miracles; but let me tell
him, the People who villify Miracles, are thofe efpecially who
make them cheap and common, Are all the People that receive
any great Benefic ar Holy-well miraculoufly cured ? or if they
are, is it -St. Wencfrede that does the Work ? or is it certainly’
by her Interceflion 2 What Piry it is, that fome great Saint or
other has not taken Poflefiion of the Waters of the Bath, Tun-
bridge, Aftrop, Sunwing, apd other Places ? Great Cures indeed
are yearly wrought at thofe Places, as much Experience wit,
nefles ; but not a Miracle among them all, becanfe, forfooth,
they are under the Proteétion of no particular tutelar Saints,
to whom the Afflited and Difeafed addrefs. ~Sir Roger turn’d’
Bapift; therefore we hear of ‘his Cure as miraculous. .
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tegarded not their Opinion, with which fhe was privately
acquainted; but refolv’d to have Recourfe to Heaven, and
to undertake 'a Pdgrimage to St. Wenefride’s Well in Flings
Jbire. She began Err Journey from London in the Month
of Fune, One thoufand fix hundred and thirty eight, ac-
caapany’d by her {aid Husband, Mr. Richard Wakeman
his Brother, .and one Francis Nafb,. She had at that Time
two great Holes in her Breaft under the Left P{'{F, which
were {een both by Catholicks and Proteftants. - When fhe
came into Worcefterfbire, to a Place call’d Besley, fhe left
there behind her all her Salves and Qintments, having a
firong Faith and Hopesin Almighty God’s Mercy, and in
the Prayers of blefled St. Weuefride, that fhe fhould not
have any further Occafion of ufing them. She only ap-
']E:ly’.d clean Linnen, to keep hfrngﬂreaﬁ {weet 3 for. the

orruption burft out in {o great Quantities, that it forced
its way thro’ many Folds, and ran down into ‘her very
Shooes. Her Breaft left off running at her firlt: Bathing
in the Holy Well: She ftayed one Night only «in  that
‘Town, but went thrice into the Fountain 4 and from the
very Inftant of finithing her Devotions, to her Dying
' Pay, which was five Years after, fhe never found any
Pain in that Breaft, nor any Sore, or Sign thereof; except
a little Seam, to Thew the Place where the two Holes
were miraculoufly clofed up.  She bore afterwards three
Children, and in drying up her Milk, found that Breaft
leaft troublefome, whicﬁ before had been ulcer’d. I have
this Account in Mr. Wakeman’s Hand Writing, which he
gave, as a perpetual Teftimony of the Favour, and alfo
of the Paffage which follows. ?.’) ¢ ¥

In the Year one thoufand fix hundred and thirty, the a-
forefaid Mr. Wakenzan of Rousley, &c. being at Holy Well,
faw a Man lying dead, hard by the #ell it felf. This pro-
fane Wretch, the Day before, had much derided and
{coffed at bleffed St. Wenefride, who fufferd a glorious
Martyrdom in Defence of her Virginity 5 he alfo gave a-
bufive and uncivil' Language, in the Prefence of M. Pake-
man, to the Pilgrims, who came thither to perform their
Devotions. The Coroner was call'd, a Jury impanell'd,
and the Body wasview’d. After mature Deliberation they
gave in this Verdi&®, That God's juft Judgment was the
. N, - Caufe

I
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Caufe of 'his Dedth; for hss wncivil Carriage in thar Place. (ﬁg
Thus M¢. Wakeman an Eye-Witnefs. I could add heret
Names of fuch, who inthe Year One thou(and fix hun-
dred and thirty feven, order’d the Image of St. Wencfiide
to be defaced, ‘and the Iron Bars to be taken away, which
fupporred the pious Fifirants in the rapid Stream ; how
both he who commanded it, and thofe who executed his
Orders, contrary to the Perfuafion of {everal moderate
Proreftants, were fhortly after exemplarly punifh’d by un-
common Misfortunes and Difafters,  Moreover, had I not
confird my felt to’ the laft Century, Icould mention
Precedents, more than fufficient, to caution Perfons from
being oo forward in their Contempts of St. Wenefride and
her Well; which is fometimes {everely taken Notice of by
him, who has faid, He that rouches you, touches the Apple of
mine Eye, Zach. ii. 8. - But let us return from this Digref-
fion, if it may be call’d fo. o o
The infinite Wifdom of God thinks fit, not to work
Miracles ‘by the Interceffion of his Saints, in all Places,
not towards all Perfons, but as it pleafleth him, Sr. Aug,
Epift.i137. The greateft Wonders are wrought at St.
Wenefride's Well, but I relate here a Cure at a great Di-
flance; which tends much to the Glory of our Sainr, In
the Month of Fune, and the Year of our Lord One thou-
fand fix hundred and forty {even, the Wife of Fobn Clec,
- Gardiner in the Suburbs of the City of  Worcefter, being
difeafed, undertook on foot a Journey to Holy Well, hop-
ing to find there the Recovery. of her Health. Pafiing
thro' Kidderminfler, in her Way to Fintfbire, fhe call’d at
her Coufin Anthony Cooke’s Houfe. Having refrefh’d hes
{elf, fhe acquainted her Coufin with the Occafion of this
her Pilgrimage,  'The long Difcourfe on the Subjeét of Ho-
ly Well. was over-heard by a fick Woman, who lay in the
: next

(¢) The Verdiét of this Jury was ridiculous and falfe : For
tho’ no Man fhould abufe the Pilgrims, or {peak contemptibly
of 2 true Saint; yet how can any Man fay that a fudden
Death was judicially infli¢ted on a Wretch by God, fer giv-
ing ill Language ? God's Judgments are a great Depth. God
is righteous in all his Ways, and no Man fuffers without de-
ferving it ; but it paffes humane Skill, to tell when Sufferings
are Judgments. Burt thefe are Stories fit to terrify an igno-
rant and fuperftitious Generation.
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wext Room. This poor Creature had continued bedrid
fix or feven Years; fhe was always lame, and had been
put upon the f{aid Cooke (who was a Linnen Weaver) to be

-

maintain’d at the Charge of the Parifh. Juft as the Pil-
rim was taking Leave, and ready to fet forwards, the
i‘edrid Woman cry’d out to {peak with her : The Bufinefs
was this 5 She defir'd Her for the Paffion of Chriff, to car-
r’;fﬂr her a fingle Penny (which fhe gave her) to Holy
ell, and to beftow it on the firft poor Body fhe there hap-
pen’d to meer, humbly defiring that Party to go into the
Well for her, and to pray that fhe might have the Ufe of
her Limbs. This was promis’d and perform'd.

The poor Widow’s swo Mites, caft into the Treafury
 of the ﬁmﬂe, were {o acceptable to the Searcher of Hearts,
that he declar'd fbe had given more than all rogether, Luke
xxi. 3. for it was her whole Perfonal Eftate. The opu-
lent Seribes and Pharifees might fling in Handfuls of Goli 4
they found no Want 3 this poor Creature beftow’d on her
God what feem'd neceflary to relieve her felf, perchance
fhe faying at the fame Time with a flaming Heart, Lord!
if I was Miftrefs of the zwo Worlds, as 1 am of thefe twe
Mites, they frould be employ’d to your Honour. St. Wenefride
accepted the fingle Penny fent to her Well, with fo*great
Faith and Devotion ; “twas all the bedrid Woman had te
prefent her with. Cle’s Wife having remain’d at her
Journey’s End fix or feven Days, return'd homewards,
and coming to Kidderminfter, fhe call'd at her Coufin
Cooke's Houfe, where to her great Aftonifhment, (he faw
the lame bedrid Woman perfeétly recoverd ; and inquir-
ing at what Time fhe became found, ’twas computed,
that on that Day, and the very Hour when the fing/e Pen-
ny was deliver’d at Holy WVell, the bedrid Woman arofe,
walk’d round the Houfe, and abroad, to the Admiration
of the whole Parif. () This miraculous Change at {o
great Diftance, could not be the Produtt of a Cold Bath.

This

; o
i = e e

(k) The Story of this Bed-rid Woman’s Cure, may be, e-
very Word of it, true, and yet St. Wenefrede be nothing con-
cerned in it. Are all the Prayers that are put up at Holy-wel,
offered to God by Wenefrede ? or is all the Good that is done
there, rewarded by God for her Sake? Happy Pilgrims!
Thefe are Encouragements indeed, There is nothing want-
ingbut Truch,
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This Paflage was diligently examin'd by Mr. Fames Bridgess
who had Antheny qu% and Cle’s Wife before him,- whe
both attefled the Truth of what is-here related. In Te-
{timony whereof M, Bridges recorded the fame ini his own
Hand Wriring._ - This was the worthy Gentlemany who
being  Sheriff of Worcefter, proclaim'd’ there the King in
the Year 1651 5 for which he fufferd much from the Re~
bels, and with Difficulty efcaped the Gallows. - @ - 4

A languithing Patient perplexes the Phyfician, and Dis
ftempers radicated from Infancy, caufés him to fling afide
his Books, and to difmifs the Hopes of a Cure. = This
{fecem’d the Cafe of Mrs. Mary Numan, Wife of Mr. Hugh
Nuinany, who was. Clerk to Sir Feremy Snaithy, l:-hen.Cdp
tiin of one of His Majefty’s Men of War. At five Years
of Age, by an Ague and Fever, fhe was reduced to that
Lamenefs and Impotence, that for the Term of eighteenr
Years fhe was not able to ftand or point'a Foot to. the
Ground : Her Arm Bones were {0 much outof their na<
tural Places, that one reach’d over, and interfer’d with the
other; and the Bones of her Legs were fo diflocated, that
they extended fome Inches behind thofe of the Thighs.
Being in this miferable Condition, and having confidera,
blﬂl?:iemds at Court, {he made her Application and Addrefs
unto them. By theit Interet, (he had the Opinion of" all
the King's Phyficians, who declar’d, that naturally fbe was
incurable. Hereupon [he was touch'd by the King, but it
pleas’d God not to reftore her to Health. - She was two
Summers and one Winter at the Barh in Somer fesfhive, and
at other Places in England famous for Cures, as alfo ag
three Wells in Scorland; altho’ fhe could not make any o=
ther: Shift for her felf, .than with grear Difficulty and Pain
to crawl a little upon her Knees. ' She was carty’d into
France, and was put thrice into the fecond Grape-Prefs, i
divers Parts of that Kingdom. She wastouch’d at Pars
by the French King 't In Flanders he vifited, Sichens and o=
then Places of Devotion ; the was eighteen Weeks at
Aquifgrane : In Holland [he had the Advice of an Italiasn.
Prince, famous for his Skill in Phyfick. To be brief, fhe
was conducted’ to the Baths in Porrugal; all which Jour-
fiies were for the moft Part at the King of England’s Ex-
pence, but not to any Effeét or Alteration in - the Cripple.
“Tistrue, the had been formerly twice at St. Wenefride's
Well, without any Amendment, yet had an earncft Defire

and
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and ftrong Impulfe to make a third Pilgrimage. She was
comforted with thefe inviting Thoughts both awake and
fleeping ; Wherefore, towards the latter End of May, in
the Year One thoufand fix hundred and fixty fix, fhe be-
gan her Journey from London, and arriv’d at Holy Well on
Wedne[day in Whitfon Week, being the fixth Day of Funs,
in the fame Year. Going into the holy Foxntain, fhe im.
mediately felt (with much Pain) her Bones to move, and
draw to their right Places ; {o thatby the Help of others,
namely Mrs. Degg of Wolverhampton (who with Mr. Paling
her Kinfman, and other Pilgrims of Sraffordfhire, were at
that Time in the Well) (he was able to ftand upon her
Feet, which the had not done before (as is already faid)
for eighteen Years, and to walk a little in the Water. On
Trinity Sunday (ke went the fifth time into the Well, and
afterwards walk’d without any Help of others, and' on
Wedne[day following (he undertook a Journey towards Ire-
land. ~ “"This Miracle was attelted, with all the recited Par-
ticulars, by her felf, in the Prefence of John Hughes d:
Combe and Robert Price de Arfw_ydafﬁ::, as Witne{Jes to her
Subfeription. If the Co/d Barh had an occult Vertue to
reftore her Limbs, it had been needlels to return a third
time, being the former Vifits {feem’d to be made in vain.
She had heard of St. Beuno’s Prediétion, concerning a
third Payment of Devotion at that Place, and complying,

fhe was blefled with the {urprizing Cure, (i) &
__ - . ' n

(:) If the Cure of Mrs. Newman be to be accounted mira-
culous, becaufe it was not effelted by any of the Courfes
taken with her in England, France, or Pertugal, or other Coun-
tries to which fhe travelled, no nor by being twice at Holy-well
before, then certainly no Chronical Diftemper can be cured
without a Miracle ; and the laft Remedy that is applied muft
be that Miracle ; and if applied at a Place where any famous
Saint is worfhipped, then is that wondrous Cure wrought
by that Saint. But why was not Mrs. Newman cured by being
twice at Holy-well before, if the Cold Bath be that which. does
-the Feat ? Ask your Phyfician, ask your own Experience, if
the {fame Medicine has not fucceeded at one Time, that would
not at another ? and if che fame Means have not been often
ofed, without Succefs, which have at laft, through God’s
Blefling, proved effe€tual ? But fhe had heard, belike, of St,
Beund's Prediftion, concerning a Third Payment of Devotion
at that Place, and complying, fhe was blefled with the furs

W
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On the fourth of 4pril, One thoufand fix hundred and.
fixty fix, about five of Clock in the Afternoon, Hugh the
Son of Thonzas Williams, of the Parifh of Whitfordin the
County of Flint Yeoman, a Boy of cight Years and nine
Months old, having a Body of jult Proportion in each
Part to the Height of his Stature, which was four Foot,.
and playing with one of his School-fellows near the Mill,
which ftands but at a little Diftance from the holy Foun-
zain, he attempted to skip overthe Water, butcame fhort
of the other Side, and dropp’d into the Current, where
%tis moft impetueus, three Yards from the great Water-
Wheel, and was immediately carry’d out of Sight.. The
Standers-by gave him for loft, as prudently {uppofing,
that befides the evident Danger of drowning, he would be.
crufh’d to Death ; for betwixt the Wheel and the paved
Bottom of the Channel under it, there is not the Space of
two Inches ; yet he was {uddenly convey'd into the Ditch
beyond the atorefaid Wheel. l)-iis Companion fecing the
{ad Accident, and knowing nothing of his Safety, rais’d a
mournful loud Cry, which {o alarm’d the Mafter and for-

Scholars, that they all ran out tp learn the Occafion of
it. The Miller alfo, and others, were in the {ame Fright ;
_ : but

" _-,. -

rizing Cure. Beyno's Prediltion (if it muft be called {o) was,
‘}]].‘hat whoever fhould ask to be delivered from any Evil or Dif=
eafe, by her, fhould certainly be delivered at the frf#, or fe-
eond, or third time of asking, if it were for bis Good ; but if he
were not delivered at the zhird time from his bodily Suffer-
ings, he might then expe& to die thortly after, but might be
affured of receiving greater Benefits to his Soul, which would
be much better for him, than if he had received the Health
or Blefling he fought for. But who does not {ee, thac this is a
Fetch of the crafty Monks, and not at all agreeable to the
Simplicity of the Times in which Bewnss is faid to have liv-
ed ? If youdo nor fucceed at firfl, come a {econd time, and
then a third: The oftner Pilgrims came to Holy-well, the more
the Monks are like to get by them, for I fuppofe they come
not empty handed. But what if I do not fucceed the third
time ? why then, T fhall have a better thing, in another Place 5
fo that ftill it fhall be worth my While to come three times to
Foly-well ; and if I thipk {o in good Earneft, then I fhall cer-
rainly think my felf obliged to leave fomething at the Alcar,
that ;lhc Saint may be the begter ferved by fuch as minilter be.
fore her. : : '
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but one William Bowen, who was ftanding with an angling
Red four Yards below the Wheel, efpy’d him endeavour-
ing to creep out of the Ditch, and complaining that he
had loft his Shooe. The Boy was taken into a Houfe,
and that Moment a Surgeon was call’d : His Body being
examin’d, the Youth wasfound not to have receiv’d any
Crufh or Contufion, except a little Skin ruffled off one
Ancle, as a Mark to declare whar would have become of
him, if he had not been miraculoufly preferv’d. (k)

O Cornelius,

(k) How the ftrange Efcape of this Boy fhould turn to the
Honour of St. Wencfrede, pafles my Skill to underftand ; unlefs
all the Mercies God beftows upon the People of that Town
and Neighbourhood, muft be owing to her Interceflions,
Prayers, and Merits. But in this Cafe, fhe was not fo much as
asked or fought to: And yet I am willing to make the moft I
can of this Relation, and defire the Pilgrims to confider, that if
St. Wenefrede does thus protedt or intercede for fuch as never
feek to her, nor know, ’tis likely, any thing of her, then Pro-
teftants may fare as well in their Ignorance, and tho’ they ad-
drefs not to her, as thofe who believe her whole Legend, and
pray to her every Day ; which would be a difcouraging thing
indeed. And, to be ferious, that I take to be the Truth of
the Cafe. The Proteftants do not pray to Saints, becaufe they
have no Command from God todo fo ; which is fufficient for
their Juftification, were praying to Saints never fo innocent:
God has left them, by his Silence in the Cafe, at their Liber-
ty ; ’tis therefore an indifferent thing, and they have chofen
the Part they like, Bur farther, the Proteftants dsre not pra
to Saints, for fear of provoking God to Jealoufy : It'looks fg
like to giving his Honour to another, (which he has certainly
forbidden) that they are afraid of doing it. Suppofing they
are miftaken, is God offended with Miftakes of fuch a kind as
this ? Suppofe that God is not jealous, is there no Ground to
think he is? Can it difpleaft the mercifuland gracious Creator,
to {ee his Creatures careful of offending him, by abftaining
from fuch things, as neither Reafon nor Revelation command
them to do, nor yet invite them to? But will they not be
hereby juftly deprived of all the Fruits and Advantages that
may attend and follow the Prayers and Interceflions of fo many
good and great Saints as are in Heaven ? To this I anfwer, in
a few Words, That if the Saints and blefled Spirits above, do
pray, and make Interceffion for the People that are on Earth,
they do it either from their own Benignity and good Nature ;
or elfe, becaufe they are ordered and appointed of God to do
{fo. If of their own good Nature, then they will do it whes
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- Cornelius, the Son of Sohn Nicholss, of the Parifh of
Tremaine, 1n the County of Cardigan, about two Miles di-
ftant from Cardigan Town, being a young Man of {even-
teen Years of Age, both Fathcr%efs and Motherlels, en-
tred into Service with his Aunt. On the one and twentieth
of December, One thoufand fix hundred and {eventy three,
alittle before Night, he was ftruck with fo greara Weak-
nels by a fudden Blaft, finding racking Pains from his
Knees downwards, that he was not ab%c to go or {tand.
Several Remedies were ufed, as Ointments, PFaiﬂers, Cut-
ting and Lancing about the Toes and Ancles, to the very
Benes. They continued this Method till towards Eaffer,
but finding them infignificant, and that they were rather
prejudicial to him, ’twas refolv’d to convey him to St.
Wenefride's Well. His Relations were indigent, and havin%
no other Means, he was recommended to the Charity o

good People, from Door to Door, on a Hand-barrTn}T.
e

ther I ask or no, efpecially if they underftand that I forbear
asking, becaufe I am afraid of offending God thereby, or be-
caufe I believe they are at too great Diftance to hear me, or
believe they have no Power to help me ; which are all of
them very innocent Miftakes, if they be Miftakes, and fuch
as they were liable to themfelves whilft alive, and therefore
fuch as cannot pervere the Goodnefs of their Nature, and hin-
derthem from interceding for me, if they did fo before, But
if they intercede, becaufe it is the Appointrient and Will of
God that they fhould do fo, then they will never ceafe their
Interceffion rill God appoint them to ceafe; and who can fo
far diftruft his infinite Goodnefs, as to think he fhould com-
mand his bleffed Servants not to intercede for thofe, who pray
not to them, only becaufe they find no Reafon fo to do, nor
any Precept fo to do, and think they fhould offend him by fo
doing? So that, upon the whole Matter, if the Saints do
intercéde with God, the Proteftants muft have the Advantage
of their Interceflion, whatever it is, altho’ they do not pray to
them ; but if the Saints do not intercede, then are the Prote-
ftants upon the fafer Side, becaufe they do not pray to them.
And this I fay of Saints, that are certainly fo, and as{urely
now in Heaven, as I am now on Earth, and do from my Heart
truly honour their Memory, and blefs God for their great Vir-
tue, San&ity, and good Example : But as for Wenefrede, and
Beumv, and Elerine; and fuch like, 1look upon them to be fo far
from being Saints, that T doubt much if ever there were fuch
Creatures living on the Earth, as they are defcribed to be.
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The Welfs diftinguifh themfelves from other Nations, by
a Chearfulnels in affifting thofe in great Neceflity : They
knew whither the Cripple was to be carry’d, amf on what
Account, therefore they lent helping Hapnds, that he might
finifh a Journey of ninety Miles. . HZ was brought to
‘Holy Well on tKe eleventh of Fune, and early next Morn-
ing was put into the Fountain, being Friday in Whitfon-
week, No {ooner was he in the ‘Z&atcr, than he found
himfelf perfe@ly recover’d ; he walk’d in the 7%l/, out
of it, and ever after continued in good Health, to the
Admiration of all thofe, who had been Spe&ators of his
former miferable Condition. Glory be to God, who is

wonderful in his Saints. (1)

*~ Itcarries afort of Demonftration for Miracles, when
thofe who obftinately oppofe them, are conftrain’d to own
them. Amongft the re[lt), perchance there are none more
pofitive in their erroneous Opinions, than thofe Men
call’d Quakers. They deny abfolutely the Divine Efficacy
of Baptifmal Water, gut the flowing Fountain of St. Wesne-
fride prevail'd with Roger Whetftone to renounce his Here-
{y, and by holy Baptifin to become a devout Chriftian Ca-
Jaﬁ:{-__ his ;{, er, by Education a Quaker, by Profeflion
a Taylor, dwe ling in Sidmore, within the Parifh of
Bramggmw in Worcefterfhire, at fixty Years of Age, was
vifited with a violent Infirmity, which difabled him to
fuch a Degree, that he could not feed himfelf. He was
confin’d to his Bed feventeen Weeks, after which he found
an Abatement of the fevere Pains, which before ran thro®
his whole Body. He was {o weak, when able to rife, that
he could not put his Hand to any Work, but halting on
Crutches, he Eegged his Bread from Door to Door. Hav-
ing continued three Years in this {ad Mifery, he was told
by a Flintfbire Man, dwelling in his Neighbourhaod, that
at a Place in his Country, call'd Wenefride's Well, great
Numbers of lame Perfons, and difeas’d, were frequently,
' O 2 after

i B
i

(/) 1 leaveit to the Pilgrims themfelves; to confider; whe-
ther God is more wonderful in his Saints, becaufe Cormelins Nix
cholas was cured at the J:=::|r1:;i1 Waters of Holy-well, than he would
have been, had Cornelins been cured at the hot Waters of the
Bath, where neither Wenefrede, nor any other Saint, is called
upon, or worfhipped in particular,
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after a miraculous Manner, reftored to Health. It came
into the ‘Quaker’s Mind, fuggefted by a better Spirit than
commonly guided him, that the Lord would help him at
that Fountain, In this he was {o confident, that not the
lealt Doubt occurt’d to the contrary - Wherefoge, in the
Year Oue thouland'fix hundred and fixty {even, he began
his Journey on Crutches, attended by a young Girl, his
Daughter ; and after many Days Travel, he came to Holy
#ell about Noon, on the twenty eighth Day of uguf?, in
the aforefaid Year. He could not be induced to wath in
the Well, that had a {mattering of Popery and Super(titi-
on, but fitting at the Side of it, he drank one Cup of the
Water, and he became as it were in a Trance : E\Etufn-
ing to himfelf, he defir’d anothey Difh of the fame Wa-
ter, and having drunk it off, he threw away both hjs
Crutches, and found himfelf frangely, [uddenly, and per-
fettly cured. He walk’d round the Wull, dro ping many
Tears of Joy, to join the Stream of that miraculous Spring.
T'he Power and Goodnefs of St. Wenefride’s [ fee a Note
at the End of the Book ] heavenly Spoufe, placed the Miracle
out of the Reach of Cavil ancY] Difpute, by healing an old
Cripﬂle in a Minute, with two Draughts of Water. Ano-
ther higher Cure was wrought in the Soul of ' this Ouaker"s
for giving Attention to the Infpirations of the Holy Ghoft,
and an impartial Ear to the Morives of Pelief, he embraced
the Romun Catholick Faith, He and his Son (eleven Years
of Age) received the holy Sacrament of Baptifm, at which
the greateft Quality of that County were pleafed to ftand
Patrines. ;

Were it not to offer a needlefs Repetition of what is
faid already, I would fet down at large the Atteftation of
Robert Hill, amoft rigid Ouaker, which lies now before me,
concerning the Truth of the aforefaid Miracle. Have Pa-
tience at lealt with fome Part of it, as he words it. I Ro-
bert Hill, of the Counry of Worcelter, having lately been O-
verfeerof the Poor of the Parifh of Brome{grave, within the
[aid County, and now a near Inhabitant of the faid Town, do
teftify, That I am, and have been well acquainted with R;ger
Wifton, aliss Whetftone, of a&ﬂ#rﬁxg Years of Age, Tay-
lor, Daveller 15 the fame Toswn 5 and that 1 knew bim for thefe

three laf} Years lame and infirm, that be could not work at bss
Frade, nor go without Crutches, and Jo feeble, that he w.ss not
able to feed him[elf .-« (Hill makes a Recital of hli'} ten

ays
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Days Journey; and of his fudden Cure: at the Wil as
Whetftone related the fame to him ; then adds) Foron
own Party, Icanwell fay that 1 knew bim infirm and lamey o
ten coming, in thefe late Yearsy on his Crutchesy to beg at my
Door 5 and now being resurw’ d from Holy Well, is very firos
and well able to wnrf at h#s Trade, to the grear Wonder of 3
Inhabitants of Bromelgrave, fome wheveof, prefently npon his
Retuin, being.fﬂme.and'inﬂrwi, came to Holy Well, in bopes
20, be alfo cured 5 and wpon their Returnm they reported to e,
that they were better in Health than' formerlyy: &ci --+--' In
awitnefs hereto I put”my Hand, the fecond Day of O&tober,
1667. Rosert Hirn. ' In the fame Account the faid Ro-
bert Hill. declares; how his own lame Gitl, of foutteen
Yeats of Age, was cured, by only' making ufe of Holy

,Wl.'u.Wdtar. = 4. - VL S0 AR

-1 could bring-a .Cloud Ef Watneffes (to ufe St. Paul’s Ex-
preflion, Heb. xii. 1.) afferting ‘other undeniable Mijracles,
wrought by St. Wenefride’s Interceffion, not in an obfcure
Corner, butin the Face of the Sun. 1 {olemnly declare, that
Ileave behind twice as many Wonders, happening in the
laft Century, of which many were Elyc-Witncﬂ'es, at the
holy Fountain. Holy Well feems to refemble, in {ome fort,
the Probatica Pond, where, in five Porches, there lay «
grear Multitude aif' Sk Perfons, of blind, lame, and wither'd,
8t. John, v. 3. In the travelling Seafon the Town appears
populous, crowded with zealous Pilgrims, from all Parts of
Britain. 'The Well it felf receives a Succeflion of Vifitants
from Sun-rife till late at Night. The many Hand-barrows
and Crutches, which have been hung at the Pillars, de-
monftrate the Mercies of God, and the powerful Intercefli-
on of the Virgin-Martyr. They are foon remov’d by thofe
who envy the Glory of our Sainr. 1 forbear to recount
at large the Recovery of blindifh Eyes, of barren Wo-
men %ecnming fruitful, of inveterate violent Convulfions
fuddenly ceafing, of deaf Perfons favour’d with Hcarinf,
of ftubborn Dewvils caft out of pq&éﬁ'd People (certainly
the immortal Spirits, who fuffer the eternal Torments of
Hell, could not be forc’d away by the material Elements
of a Cold Bath.) Thefe, and many others of the laft Age
I omit, not to increafe the Price and Bulk of a Pocket-
Book, as alfo that it may be ready to wait on thofe to
whom it is dedicated. St. Auguftin, in his xii Book of the
City of God, writing of a blind Man who received Sighté

an
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and of other Miracles,when St. 4mbrofz tranflated the holy

Bodies of SS. Gervafius and Portafius, thought it fufficient
Conviction againft the incredulous {eoffing Hearhens, that
Tmmenfo Populo Tqﬁr, res gtﬁd efts A vaft Canmurﬁ of Peo-
pleawere able to ateeft she Truth of them 5 which is exaly
our prefent Cafe.
I conclude with the Divine Meflage the Soxz of God
fent to his Precurfor in Prifod, to cunﬁ%'m the Difciples of
the Baptift, and to confound the obdurate Jews, which with
profound Humility, and the greateft Deference imagina-
.Ee, may be apply’d to our glorious Patrone8 of Wales, by
-what you read 1n this admirable Life 5 Go and reporz thar
the Blind fee, the Lame walk, the Lepers are made clean, the
Deaf hear, the Dead rife again, to the Poar the Gofpel 4
preack’d, St. Mat.x1. 5. The Omnipotence and Goodnefs
of our great God be ador'd and prais’d, by all Angels and
Saints, g:e:wr. Amen, Amen. 300

THE
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LT T-ANIES
St. WENEFRIDE,

2 3

O RD have Mercy upon us.
Chrift have mercy upon us.
Lord have Mercy u l}:un us.

od the Father of Heaven

e Mercy upon us.

God the Son Redeemerof Mankind,have Mercy upon ns;

God the Holy Ghoft have Mercy upon us.
Holy Tr:mty, One God, have Mercy upon us.

HGIY Mary,

Holy Mother of God,
Hﬂi Virgin of Virgins,
O blefled St. Fﬁm]ﬁ:&.
O humble and mild Virgin,

O glorious Spoufe of Chrift,

O devout ans charitable Virgin,

O fweet Comforter of the Afli&ted,

O fingular Example of Chaftity,

O Radiant Stnr,

O faireft Flower of the Britifb Nation,

O admirable and ele&ed Vefiel,

O Mirror of Chaftity,

O Mirror of Devotion,

O Mirror of Piet

O bright Lamb u¥ $an&ity,

O Gn’laden Image of lical Purity, ;

O Hop: and Safctyof diftrefled Filgnms,

e —

st aof vad

That



e REY Y

T hat we may be delivered from all Iniquity, 3

That we may be delivered from all diforder’d Paf-
fions of the Mind," " el

That we may be delivered from the Deceits of the
World, Flefh, and Devil,

That we may be deliveted from all Occafions of Sin,

That we may be delivered from Plague, Famine,
and War, . . . | -.

That we may be delivered from the Wrath of God

. and Eternal Damnation, S E A

That we and all Sinners may have true Contrition,
and full Remiffion of our Sins,

That all Bchifmaticks, Hereticks, and Infidels may
be converted to the Holy Catholick' and Apoftoli- |
cal Faith, RN N e

That we may always hate Sin, and overcome all
Temptations,

Tllmthwe may defpife all Worldly Vanities and De- |
1ghts, ; , :
Tha% we may ever fear God, and fulfil his holy
will, ' ' 3 o
That we may have both fpiritual and. corporal
"Health, T z :
That we may devoutly affe@ Chaftity and Purity
af Lite~ " ' R
That we may fervently love Humility and Mildnefs,
That we may delight in pious Prayer, Fafting, and
charitable Alms, | B
That we may dilcreetly and fervently continue ia the

Exercife of Godlinefs, ny I

That we may chearfully and conftaotly fuffer for the

“ Loveof Chnft, . . |

That the Souls in Purgatory, and all afflicted Per- 1

- {ons, may obtain Heavenly Confolations, iy o

That our Benefalors, and all that labour to fave |
Souls, may be bleffed with abundance of Grace,
and everlaiting Life, ' Jipe

T'hat we may enjoy true Peace, and endlefs Felicity,

That God n[)"’ his abundant Mercy will vouchfafe to
blefs this our Pilgrimage, WPt Lo

That by thy pious Interceffion it may be ‘to the per-
fe& Health of our Souls and Bodies, = * i

.That thou wilt vouchfafe to grant our Requefts; © o4}

' dib]EﬂEdWemﬁiJe, R |
Let

- som uof _i('t_r:ﬁi ‘J{:.wﬁsg puv uidary K104 0
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et uS prayoeal Yy,

ighty -andf -Ev{erla[’cm Gnﬂ who haft “adorned

St H’e w&tb theﬂcward of Virginity'; Grant,

"Ft‘-' befeech th }r her pious Intercedion, to fet afide the
Delights of -the Wnrld. and obtain with her thé. Throne
of vacrlaﬂmg Glory 5 through Fefus Chrift thy Son, who
with theé hvf.':h and. rc:gm:th i;;: the Umt}v uf .rhr Haly
thﬂ- for ever. Amen, L9

G |

'

Aﬂﬂibﬂr Pr;:_jfzr, ? 8y, e

Ln:u ghty an& Evcrla{hn God; we: humbby hefe-ech
thee, that blefled St. Pﬁuafr:dﬁma. obtaifi for us fuch
fp:rltua"l and temporal Benefies, as are eﬂpedrm for thy
holy. Service; and « out: eternal Salvation ;' through our
| Lnrd Sefus Chrift thy Son, who with thee and the Holy
| Ghoft liveth and I‘E{gnﬁth evet one Gﬂd *Wﬂrld without
End zfmm. V balls!d £y
- T’ﬁe,ﬁfymﬂ ofSr‘ Wcmﬁ"idf d odw
Sfra Fant Rofein pleafant Spring, "v * =7 =0l 20
“"To Gﬂd‘s own Son a Spnulp moft dfar, b 45 £ 0 SR
And Martyr rare ‘of Chrift our King,- 0351 §
' Gt. Wenefride did flourifh here.
‘Defcende wfﬂl of BRITISHR A’CE,
In Faith was firm, in Hope fecure,
”Wlth haly Works, and Soul in {:rrace, '
* From warkﬂy Filth preferved Fure
medork this Sacted Maid did kil
:And him Hell{wallowed prefently,
ﬁthzr: Tears in vain do run down {till,
7 *Mongft burning Flames incefantly.
A Tnken fure of this ftrange Thing,
{ '}intted all with bloody Red, :
'A Well by God's Command doth {pring, _
Where Tyrants Sword cut off her Head.
Here Wonders great God’s Hand doth work,
The Blind dguth {ee, the Dumb doth fpeaks
Difeales which in Bodies lurk
Are cured where Faith is not weak.
'O glorious, Virgin Wenefride,
"« o us the raging Sea appeafe,
And free us fo from Satan’s Dread,

That he on us may never fieze.  Amen. _
. P A




(114 )

A Prayer to St. Wenefride.

O Blefled Wenefride, O pure Virgin and glorious Martyr,
” fo efpecially eleted, fo divinely graced, and won-
derfully reftored from Death to Life 5 O fingular Hope of
all that fly unto thee with full Confidence and Humility 5
though unworthy, yet we thy devoted Pilgrims make our
Addrefles unto thee. O Santuary of Piety, look upon
us with patient Eyes, receive our Petitions, accept our Of-
ferings, aad prefent our Supplications to the Throne of
Mercy,that through thofe thy powerful Interceffions, God
will be pleafed to blefs this our Pilgrimage, and grant us
our Requeft and Defires, through Fefus Chrift his Son,
who with God the Father, and ﬁm Holy Ghoft, liveth and
reigneth, ever one God, World without End, .dmes.

Another Prayer to St, Wenefride.

Blefled St. Wenefride, O glorious Virgin and Martyr,

who haft admirably beautified with the Purple of thy
Blood the rare Purity of thy innocent Life, whom God
has {ofpecially chofen, fo highly privileged, and fo won-
derfully reftored to Life again, gracing tEcc with the Ho-
nour of a living Martyr, caufing a Fountain miraculoufly
to {pring, bearing a perpetual Memory of thy Name, for
the Reclief of al d:fcaF:d and diftrefled Pilgrims, who
fhall devoutly beg thy powerful Interceflion. O bleffed
St. Wenefride, hear the Prayers, and receive the humble
Supplications of thy poor devoted Pilgrims, and obtain
that by thy pious Interceffion, God of his infinite Mercy
will be pleafed to grant usa full Pardon and Remiffion of
our Sins, and a Blefing to this our Pilgrimage ; and that
we may increafe and perfevere in God’s Grace, and en.
joy Him cternally in Heaven. This we beg of thee, O
blefled Virgin and Martyr, for Jefus Chrift our Lord and

Saviour’s Sake. . dmen,

The End,

'_H:e
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e Note referred 2o in Page 108 of St. Wenefrede's Life.

G I VE asmuch Glory as you will to iWenefrede's heavenly
Spoufe (if that muft be the Name of Chrift) for the

Cure of Roger Whetflone, or any other, and no one will oppole
it : Bur, in the Name of God, what had St. Wenefrede to do,
in reftoring this poor Cripple ? Did he defire her Interceffion ?
No, he was a Quaker. But did fhe intercede with her Spoufe
for him? Yes. And did he hearken to her Prayers; and
heal him? Yes. How dbes that appear ? The Priefts fay fo,
and he was healed. Whatever the Priefts fay then is true,
and whoever is héaled at Holy-well, is interceded for by Wene-
. frede, and healed at her Interceflion. Are not thefe Conclufi-
' ons certain, and inconteftable ? Might not a Man fill up a thou-
fand Paget with Miracles, if thefe are Miracles ? Buc I will
not meddle with that; let thefe Cures pafs for Miracles — I
only fay, (and pray the Pilgrims to take Notice of it) that fup-
pofing there was fucha Woman once in Being, that fhe was a
good Nun, thather Head was ftruck off, and fet on again, and
that fhe afterwards lived a holy Life, and died in the Reputa-
rion of San&ity — Suppofing all thefe things of Winefrede to
be trite and certain, (as Iaffirm not one fingle Point of them
is, or can be proved, by any Rules of Hiftory) yet is it not
in the Power of any Man living to prove, to any reafonable
Man's Convifion, that fthe does, or ever did, intercede with
God, for the Cure of any lame or difeafed Perfon at Holy-well,
or that God did ever heal or reftore any lame or difeafed Per-
fon, for the Sake or through the Interceflion of St.Wenefrede.
Let any Man try to clear thefé two Points, if hé can; 1. That
Wenefrede did, at any Time, intercede with God for fuch a
Man, or fuch 2 Woman: 2. That God did, at Wenefrede's In-
terceflion, reftore fuch Man, or fuch Woman, to Health
“or Soundnefs. Isit enough to fay that fuch 2 Man or Woman
“came to Holy-well fick and difeafed, and made their Prayers to
Wenefrede to intercede with God to reftore them, and went a-
way reftored ? Is this enough to prove that Wenefrede did re-
ally and indeed intercede with God for them, meerly becaufe
they asked her {o to do ? What Certainty can zany one have,
that as foon as he has prayed to all the Angelsand Archangels,
the Apoftles, Saints, Martyrs, Confcflors, and boly Spirits of
Men and Womien that are in Heaven, that they would inrer-
cede with God for him ; what Certainty, I fay, can he have
that they immediately fill down before the Thréne; and do
it 2 And fo I fay of any one particular Saint of the whole
Number; what Certainty can any one have, that he or {be ei-
ther hesrs his Prayer, or if they hear, that they immediately
attend, and grant it? May they not poffibly demurr? have
they not Liberty to confider the Petition, and fee if it be reafo-
nable, or juft, or fit to offer ? I would not be thought to fpeak
too flightly of things that other People fet grest Value on, and
treat in Earneft ; but I cannot forbear {faying, that having fe~
riotfly confidered all the Ri'a{'qnings of the Ancients; an Irhe:
2 ms
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1mprovements of the nioderi Advocates for priying €6 Saints
I do not'find they have!proved; that the Prayers.of People
Earth, arrive. to the: Saints in! Heaven, with)the hundred
Parc of the Certainty,that Létters go from one Country to ano-~
ther, (not by the Poft, but) by the Pacques-Bost.ar Sea, fubjelk:
to:all the Winds that blow, and all the Accidents of that uns:
certain Elemeat. - Fhere is, indeed, no thinking how a Saint
in Heavenycan heat theyméntal and the vacal Prayers of all that
call npor! hiim, - ffont all.the different Quartérs of /the World,,
at one and sthe fame Tife,  without fappofirig fuch a Know-
ledgeiof ! the Secretsof::all Hearts, and of-all that is faid up-
on the Barch,. as differs’little; if any thing; from the Omni-
{crencesof « Gad Hitndelf;; which is an (Attribute that, if any.
Be, is incommusicablé to ;a-Crtatures and without which ' he,
dould nbr.be qualifizd; to be the Judge of all che Earth. And
vep, iwithout this Kdowledge -borh of ‘all- Hearts and all
Tongues} how vain wonddit beto . pray-to Sants from all
Places # I have never yetfeen'it well péaved! that the Saints
da intefcede with God: «for Mankind in,general; or for the
Church Militant  in pargicular : But I will give it for granted
thavthey do; if ic pleafesGod. ; but it does not follow. from
thence that they cigief. hear what People ask, orintercede for
thofe efpecial things which are asked ; any more than it fol-
lows; that I know what my Relations in the Indiesask of God,
or want, becaule I remember them in my daily Prayers, and
beg of God to give them what he fees is moft expedient for,
them, Suppofling therefore that I#enefrede were indeed a Sainc
in Heaven, and that fhe did intercede with God, as the reft
of the: Saints are fuppofed todo, for the Church'in general ;
yet'ic would not thence follow, that fhe interceded for ze, in'
particular, or that fhe knew who I was, or what I wanted, or;
knew that I canie to ask forhething of her. - None of all chefe.
things follow, from fuppoling her to be'a Saint, and a gene~
ral Interceflor for all Chriftians. I mulfl therefore have a par-
ticular Revelation from God, to tell me that Wengfrede did, at
fuch a Time, intercede for me, or elfe how thould I know it ?.
Well, but the Ewvenr tells'mée the did § I came: to Holy-well lick:
and lame, and there I fell upon my Knees, croffed my felf de-
voutly, lift up my Heart, my’ Eyes, and Hands to Heaveny
drank of the Waters, bath’'d my {eIf cherein, and prayed to.St.
Wenefrede to pray to Ged toreftore me tomy Healthand Limbs ;
ard afrer a due Continuance at the Place, and Repetition of my:
Prayers and Ufe of the Waters,I found my felf found and well.
. And is not this fufficient Proof and Certainty; that Wencfrede
did hear my Prayers, did  intercede with God at that time,
for me, and that God, at ‘her Interceflion, did réeftore me ?
Poes not the happy Iffue and Event verify and prove all this ?-
No, not one Point ; for Roger Whetflone, a Quaker and a Crips
ile, came to Holy-we/, and drank of the Waters, and /bathed:
Eimfel-l’".-iu them, and recovered his Limbs as'well as you 5
-and was fo far from praying to Wenefi¢de, that it does pot ap-
el . pear

|
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pear he prayed t6 God himfelf to be reftored. How is it thetes
ore poflible for you to prove that you were reftored ac /Wene-
d¢'s Interceflion, when that poor Man and a hundred more
ave been reftored without her Interceffion,’ not only fuch as
were ignorant of her-Saintthip, but fuch as were downright
Disbelievers, and fuch as only trufted in God? As thereforé
your praying to Wenefrede, does not fuppofe that-dhe hears you;
nor your defiring her to intercede for you,fuppofe that fhe does
indeed intercede for you ; fo neither does your hbra'ining what
vou ask, fuppofe that you obtain it for that Interceflion’s fake.
Thefe are all of them fallacious Confequences that crafty
Priefts delude poor Pilgrims with 5 And every beneficial Cure
that a Proteftant receives at Holy-we#, isa Demonftration that
Wenefrede's Interceflion is  both a needlefs and a ufelefs Thing,
although it thould be innocent to ask it, which Iam far from
thinking it to be; but ¥ would not:enter into any new Contro-
ver{y: 1 have gone'thus far, in hopés that what I have already
offered might make it needlefs to confider the Litanies and
Prayers which I fee are printed anew  at the End of this lictle
Book : For if what I have faid in the foregoing Pagesto
the difcrediting this Legend of St. Wenefrede fhall not have its
Weight, the Pilgrims will go on in their old Way for any
thing I fhall fay farther : But if it have, then is my farther
Labour {fuperceded alfo, and they will go to God and feek their
Remedies at His Hands, through the: Interceflion; and for the
Sake and Merits of Jefus Chrift alone, our common Lord and
Saviour, who ever liveth to make Interceflion for us; and is
both able and defirous to fave to the utmoft all that cometo
God by Him. it ' BTG
I will therefore trouble the Dewout Pilgrims with no more
Arguings, but pray them to confider thefe few Things fol-
lowing, which I have in feveral Places mentioned before. -«
_ Whether they would ever pray, unlefs they were fure thers
were a God ? : - y 3%y P
Whether they would: ever pray to God, unlefs they were
fure that God heard their Prayers ? X
- Whether they would pray to God, unlefs they were fure that
he conld give them what they asked ; and would, if he faw it fit«
ting and expedient for them? 3
Whether God has not commanded all Men to come to Him
by Prayer ? o1t : '
""Whether he has not commanded all Men to come to Him
by Jefus Chrift, their Mediator and Interceflor ? )
. “Whether Jefus Chrift alone be not an able, willing, and fuf
ficient Mediator and TInterceffor? or whether there be Need
of any other ? ! .
. Whether it be as certain that there was fuch a Woman as
Wenefrede, as that there is any Man or Woman now living in
Worth-1ales 2 If not, how can they prayto her ? e
. Whether it be as certain that Wenefrede's Head was cit off,

and fet on again, as that any other Saint herctofme.fq_fg’f{rd
i 1':| al'=
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Martytdom ? If not, how know they that fhe wis a Martyr ?

Whether it be as certain that fhe is now a Saint in Heaven,
as that St. Pererand St. Paul are now in Heaven ? If not, how
can they pray to her ?

Whether it be certain that all who are in Heaven hear all the
Prayers that are made to them on Earth ?

Whether the Saints know diftin&@ly and feparately the Prays
ers of one Man from another ?

How is it, that Men on Earth can be fure that fuch 2 one i3
a Saiat in Heaven, and that fhe hears their Prayers, and inter-
cedes with God for them, unlefs God hath told cthem fo either
in the Scriptures, or by other particular Revelation ?

Hath God by either of thefe Ways told them, that Wencs
frede is a Saintin Heaven, and hears their Prayers, and inter~
cedes for them ? If not, how come they to pray to her?

Is there any Command, any thing like a Command, in the
Scriptures, that Men fhould pray to Saints 2 Is there any En-
couragement {o todo? And who would venture on f{uch a
Praltice without a pofitive Command, when they may go to
God by Chrift, which is commanded, and to which there can
be no Exception or Obje&ion, and for whofe Sake alone it is..
that any Prayers are heard or granted ? &

And now I cannot chufe burt hope, that the devout Pilgrims;
after confidering all thefe Things, will require at their Prief¥
Hands a more full and fatisfaltory Account of the Certainty
of the Life, Beheading, Refuftitation, Second Death, and Mi-
racles of St. Wenefrede, than Prior Rebert (500 Years after her
fuppofed Life) hath given them in a poor; miferable, fufpici-
ous Legend ; and that they will no longer addrefs themfclves
to one by Prayer (of whofe very Being they are, and can be
fo litdde aflured) in Terms as grear, as ftrong, and weighty,
at they would ufe to Jefus Chriﬁ himfelf. Such are the follow-
ing ones in the Prayer to St. Wenefrede : O fingular Hope of all that
Py unto thee with Confiderce and Humility ; theugh unworthy, yet we,
thy devoted Pilgrims, make cur Addreffes unto thee, O Sanéfuary of
Piety, lock wpon us with patient Eyes, receive our Petjtions, accept our
Offerings, and prefent our Supplications to the Throne of Mercy, thas
thiowgh thofe thy powerful Interciffions, God will be pleafed to blefs ths
our Pilgrimage, and grant us our Requeft and Defires, through Fefus
Chrift bis Son, &e. Think with your felves if this be right, to
take a Saint upon Truft from the Tradirion of a poor, igno«
rant, obfcure, and fuperftitious Corner of the Land, drefs'd
up by a Monk, who was employed to ftesl her Bones, and
thereby bring the Advantage of Oblations to his Monaftery, and
give her fuch great Names and Titles, fuch A pellations and
Atcributes, in Prayers addrefs’d to her herfel , as you would
give ro Jefus Chrift himfelf. the Everlafting Son of God, and
King of Saints, if you thould go on Pilgrimage to any Place
devored to his Name and Honour to ask him any Favour,
Think with yeur felves, I pray you, for your Good, if this
be right and fitting, FINIS. AL
ot o St
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St. Being’s Life and Miracles.
Tranflated from the
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Gentleman lived at Banbenic in Powifland, above the

River then called 1 Sabrina,but now Hafren. His Name
. was Bugu, and his Wife was Beren, Daughter of Law-~
den. Tt was an innocent and harmlefs Couple, and obey’d the
Commands of God in all things as blamelefs as they could,
And they had no Son. And they were well ftricken in Years,
having paft the beft of their Time. And they had lain roge-
ther for twelve Years without knowing one another, by mu-
~tual Confents And on a Work-day as they talked together,
‘behold an Angel came to them, and his Raiment was as white
as Snow, and faid to them, Be of good Chear, for God
hath heard your Prayers ; and the Angel faid to the Huosband,
This Night thou fhalt know thy Wife, and fhe fhall conceive
and bring forth a Son, and he fhall be in Favour both with God
and Man. And as the Angel advifed fo they did, and Beren
conceived that very Night, and brought forth a Son, and called
him Beino. And they brought up the young Child at home till
he could walk, and then they fent him to a Saint in * Gwenz-
land, called Tangufius. And his Parents had Divine Dire&ti-
ons to difpofe of him thus. And with that Saint he lived
till, by the Help of God, he had learn’d all the Holy Bible.
There he learn’d the Service and Orders of the Church, and
was ordained Prieft. And Ywyr, King of Gwen#land, took No-
tice of him ; he was a meek, chafte, and a2 generous Man, v
ready to be advifed ; he received Beino honourably and frien
1y, gave him a Gold Ring and a2 Crown, and wa. a Diiciple to
and Monk under St. Beimo; and he gave him three Eftates in
Ewas, and the People alfo in thofe Divifions with their Goods
and Chattels. At that Time Beimo’s Father was fick, and
defpaired of his Life, and he fent a2 Meflenger to his Son: Béi-
no, and commanded him on his Blefling to come to him. Then
Beino fpoke to his Friends and Difciples, Stay you here in this

S

T Severn. * Monmoutbfbire. i
Place
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Place while I 'go to fee my Father now dying. And fo they
did. And S;:Jiﬁvﬁ;r.zp. recommended them to_the King and the
Gentlemen of that Country. And he went to the Place where
his Father was 1ll; and his Father, after Communion and
Confeffion, made a good End, and died. Then Beino ftayed
in. his Father's Eftate, builca Church there, and dedicated it
to-our Lord Chrit. And he planted an Acorn on the Side of
his Father’s Grave, which grew to be a great Oak in Height
and Compafs, and a Branch of that Oak veached to the very
Ground, and from the Ground again to the Top of the Tree.
And there was a Piece of the Branch in the Ground, and al-
ways is. - And if an Englifbman go between this Partof the
Branch and the Root of the Tree, he fhall fuddenly die; but
if a Welfbman, no Harm fhall befal him. And when Beino had
Jived .a long time in his Father’s Townfhip, he lefc the Place,
and he went forwards to Mawn, the Son -of Brechwel. He Ye-
ceived him very kindly and hofpitably ; and then Mawn gave
an Offering to God and Beino for his own and his Father’s Soul.
And on a Work-day, a5 Beino was travelling by the River Se-
wern,he could hear the Voice of an Euglifbman hollooing. to his
Hounds, hunting a;Hare on the other Side of the River, crying
out as loud as. he  could  Kergia, Kergia, which in his Lan-
guage was encouraging the Dogs. / And. when Beino heard the
Voice of an Englifbman, he immediately turned back  to his
Difciples, -and bid his Sons put con: their, Cloaths and
Shooes and leave that Place, for I.hear the Voice of a Man
of another Nation t'other Side of the River hollooing to_his
] s, who fhall conguer this Place, and keep it in their Pof-
feffion. . Then Beina: fpoke to ione of 'his Difciples, inamed
iRithwiint ; My Son,. fays be, obey me; I, would thave thee
iftay here, and my-Blefling be ,with thee ;. And. I fhall leave
with thee a Crofs,I have made my felf.  And that Difciple
received his Mafter’s Blefling, and\ftay’d there. And Beino
icanie to -the Difciples at. Myved, and, there he ftay’d with
St. Tyffilio forty Da%'s and forty' Nights..) From thence he came
ito King: Cynsn; the Son of Brochmel, and begged of himia
-Place ro pray for-his own Soul and thofe of his Companions :
And-the King -gave him Gwyddelwern, .a Place that: had .its
WNaime ' from -the Jrifbman  whom Beind raifed from the Dead
.there, whofe Wife had been the Occafion of his Death ; and
-there Beino builta Church, About this Time Cynan'sNephews
sgame from ‘hunting, and begged fome Meat of him. Then
yBéino commanded his Servants to ferch a Runt from the' Moun-
~tain, and to kil him, to entertain the, Hunt{men thar, begged
«Meat of him. . And they did fo.. /And the-Flefh was put into
. &he Pot .to be boiled the third Hour, of the Day ; and i:sﬁ.zqis
_in the Pot till the Afternoon, and the Men all the while
blowing the Fire under the Por, and yet the Water was not

warm in the Pot, nor had the Flefh changed' its Colours Up-
53511 on
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on this one of the Laymen faid, This Scholar with his Are
has done this, that we might have nothing toeat. And when
Beino heard this Word fall from his Mouth, Let him be acs
curfed, faid he ; and he died before the End of that Day. Then
Beino difcourfed with the Sons of that t wife Man, and told
them, What your Father has given free to God will you de-
mand Rent and Service for? May that God whom I ferve,
and gave me this Grant, caufe that none of your Heirs enjoy
this, and deftroy you from this Kingdom, and an etefnal one
hereafter. And as Beimo praved , fo he obtdined. Then
Beino left that Place, and walked on the Side of the River Dee;
to get a Place to pray to God in.  And he found none till he
came to Temic, the Son of Elwyd ; and this Temic gave Beino
a Town to inherit for ever ; and there Beino buile a Church,
and dedicated it to God, Within a fhort time Temic left this
folitary Place to Beino. And on a Work-day Temic and his
Wife went to Church to hear Mafs and Sermon from Beino,
and left his Daughter at home to keep Houfe. And behold
fhe faw the King of that Place coming to the Houfe, whofe
Name was Ceradoc. She immediately met him, and was civil
to him. He asked where her Father was ? She anfwered, At
Church ; if you have any Bufinefs with him, ftay for him,
and he will come prefently. I will not ftay, except you pro-
mife to be my Concubine. The Maid anfwered, T'U not be
thy Concubine, for youare aKing, and defcended from Kings,
and I am too mean to be your Concubine. But, fays fhe, if
you ftay till I return from my Chamber, I will do. what
you pleafe : And under Pretence of going to her Chamber,
the fled to the Church where her Facher and Mother were.
The King perceiving her to fly, purfued her, and overtook
her as fhe was entring the Church-door, and with his Sword
firuck off her Head into the Church, and the Body fell with-
out. Bemo and the Father and Mother faw this: And Besne
look’d in the King’s Face; and told him, I will beg of God
that he fpate not thee any more than thou haft fpared this
good Maid. And in that Inftanc the King melted into:a
Pool, and he was no more feen in this World. Then Beino
took the Maid’s Head, and purt it on her Body, and fpread
his own Mantle over the Body, and bid the Father and Mo-
ther that lamented over her be quiet a little while, and leave
her as fhe was till Mafs was over. Then Beino offered to
God, and as foon as Mafs was over the Maid was alive, and
fhe wiped the Sweat off her Face; fo God and Beino miade her
full well. Where the Blood fell on the Ground a Fouatain
arofe, which to this Day cures Men and Cattel of their
Diftempers, and the Fountain was called from the -Maid’s
Name Winifrid's Well. And many faw this and believed in

T Selyf.
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Chrift: But the greateft Man that believed was Cadvan, King
of North-Wales, who gave Beino a great deal of Land. And
when Cadvan died, Baune went to vifit Cadwallawn, Cadvan’s
Son, who fucceeded him in the Kingdom of Norsh-Wales: And
Beino begged to have the Land Cadvan had promifed ; for he
had there no Place to worfhip God or to dwell in. Then the
King gave Beimo a Place in drvem, called * Gwaredoz. And
Beino gave the King a Gold Scepter, that Cynan, the Son of
Brochwell, had given him at his Death, which Scepter was
worth Sixty :Cows. And there Beino built a Church, and be-
gan a Wall about it; and on a Work day when he was making
this Wall, and his Difciples with him, behold they could fee
a Woman with a young Child in her Arms, begging of
Beino to blefs the Child. Stay, Woman, a little, fays Bei-
mo, till we finith this Work. And the Child cryed, and
would not be pacify’'d. Then Béno ask’d the Woman why
the Child cryed ? Good Saint, anfwered the Woman, he has
good Reafon. What is that Reafon fays Beino ? why, without
Doubt the Land which you poflefs and build upon, fays the
Woman, is the Inheritance of this Child. Then Beine bid his
Difciples withdraw their Hands from the Work, while he
baptized the Child ; and to prepare him his Coach, and we
will go with this Woman and her Child to vifit the King
who gave me this Land. Then Beino and his Difciples fet
out with the Woman and her Child, and came to Caer T Seine
where the King was, now called Caernarvon. Then Beine {poke
to the King—WHhy haft thou given me another Man’s Land ?
Why, fays the King, who claims it ? The Child, fays Beino,
that is in that Woman’s Arms is Heir of this Land. And Beino
faid, give the Child his Land, and give me other Land in it’s
flead, or return me the prefent I gave thee, viz. the Scepter.
But the opprefling and proud King anfwered, I will not change
the Land, and the Prefent thou gaveft me I have given it to
another. Then DBeme was very angry, and told the King, I
will beg of God that within a while thou mayf{t have no Land
atall ; and Beswo went off and lefc him accurfed. Now there
was one Gwyddeint, Coufin.-German to the King, who followed
after Beino, and overtook him the other Side of the River
Seinz, where Beimo fate on a Stone by the River-fide, and he
gave God and Beino for his own Soul and the Soul of Csd-
wallawn his Coufin-German, the Town of Celyme for ever
without any Rent or Service accruing out of it, and made a
“good Title of it; and there Beino did many Miracles, by the
%.lc]p of God, which no Man could number. At that Time
“jt happened that one of the Workmen of #berfram went to the
~Palace in Gwenr, and a handfomer Man could not be feenin 2
-Summer’s Day. When the Princefs in Gwent faw him, fhe

* Gwaell, T Sezontium,
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fell fo deep in Love with him, that fhe could not be without
him: And the King her Father hearing of it, chofe rather to
give his Daughter to him, than that fhe fhould take him her-
{elf of her own Accord ; preferring fuch a handfome Man
and loyal, to be the King’s Son, and a Nobleman. In Procefs
of Time the young Man perfwaded his Wife to vifit his own
Country, and they came to a Place called Pewnardd in Arvem,
and there they lighted off their Horfes and refted ; and the
Princefs his Wife, being weary, fell afleep. While fhe was
fleeping he began to confider with himfelf how he muft be
afhamed in his own Country, having a Wife with him (o no-
bly defcended, and that he had no other way to maintain her
but to go to the Works where he got his Livelihood before ;
and chere, by the Devil's Inftigation, he cut off her Head
with his Sword. He went on his Journey to his own Country
with his fine Horfes, and Silver, and Gold ; and when he
came to the King, he bought a Place for himfelfto be Steward
of the Houfbold. In the mean time a Shepherd of Beino’s found
out the dead Body, and told Beino. And Beine came on the
Wings of the Wind to the Corpfe, and fqueezed the Head to
the Body, and fell upon his Knees and prayed thus, O Lord,
Creator of Heaven and Earth, who knoweft all Things,
raife this dead Body to Life again : And immediately the
Woman was reftored to Life, and told Beimo all that hap-
pened. Then Beino {poke to her, Chufe you whether you
will go to your own Country, or ferve God here. The Wo-
man anfwered, I chufe to ferve God here with you, who
raifed me from the Dead. And where the Blood fell to the
Ground a clear Fountain did rife, and was called from the
Woman's Name Digiw-well. And fome time after a Brother of
the Princefs, Idon, the Son of Twyr of Gwent, came ro Beino to
vific his Sifter ; and when he came there he found his Sifter
with Beine ferving God. And he asked his Sifter whether fhe
would come home ? She anfwered, that fhe would not leave
the Place where fhe had been raifed from the Dead. And
when Idon faw that he could not prevail with his Sifter, he
begged of Beino to accompany him as far as Aberfraw, to peti-
tion the King there to compel his Sifter's Husband to
reftore the Horfes, Gold, and Silver he had taken from his
Sifter. And they travelled beth together to the King's
Palace ; and Idom foon faw the Man %e enquired after, and
immediately he drew his Sword, and cuct off his Head.
Then the King was fore difpleafed, and ordered the Man
that killed his Steward to be apprehended. And Reimo faid,
Lay not your Hands upon the Man that came with me.
Then the King {wore with great Indignation that he would
immediately order the Man to be deftroyed, except Beimo
would raife to Life the Man that was killed : And Beino, with-
put any Hefitation, trufting in God, raifed the Man thar was
X A iy Q=2 killed
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killed to Life again. And the King repented that he had
tempted the Saint ; and he gave Beino the Palace he now lives
in, called Beino.

Many other things have we omitted to fpeak of, leaft the
Book fhould grow too bulky. Here isonly 2 Tafte of Beino's
Miracles. And no one knows what God has done for Beino's
Sake, but God alone. And whofoever does Good, it is moft
certain that God will be his Helper. Every thing that God
commanded, Beimo performed. He gave Meat and Drink to
the Hungry and Thirfty, Cloaths to the Nzaked, Entertainment
to Strangers, and he would vific the Sick, and thofe that were
in Prifon. He would perform exaltly every good thing the
holy Scripture commanded. And now Beino’s Days were at
an End, and the feventh Day after Esffer he could fee the Hea-
vens opened, and Angels defcending and afcending up again :
And then Beino fpoke ; I fee, fays he, the Trinity, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghoft, and Peter and Paul, T Duidwvirion and Da-
nicl, Saints and Prophets, Apoftles and Martyrs, appearing to
me. And I fee amongft all thefe, feven Angels ftanding be-
fore the Throne of the Almighty Father, and all the Fathers
of Heaven and Singers,faying,Blefled are they whom thou haft
chofen, and taken to thy {elf to live with thee for ever. I hear
the Voiceof Almighty Father inviting me, and faying to me,
My Son, throw off thy Weight of Flefh from thee ; now the
Time is come, thou art invited with thy Brethren to the e-
verlafting Feaft: Let thy Body remain in the Earth, and let
the Hoft of Heaven, the Angels, carry thy Soul to the King-
dom of Heaven, which thou haft deferved here by thy Works.
And now the Day of gudgment will be greater, when the
Lord fhall fpeak to his Saints, You blefled Sons of my Father,
come to inherit the Kingdom that was prepared for you fince
the Beginning of the World ; where Life fhall be without
Death, Youth without old Age, Health without Sicknefs, and
Joy. without Sadnefs. The Saintsof the firft Degree with Ged

1

the Father thall be next the Arch-angels, and the Difciples of |

Jefus Chrift, next to the nine Degrees in Heaven of fuch as
havenot finped ; next to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghotft.

Amen,

Let us now beg the Mercy of God Almighty, thro the Afffance
. of St.Beino, that we with bim may enjoy eternal Life, for
' gver and ¢ver.  Amen.

| -l' Drui a’:‘a?;f_
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E Cod. MS. in Bibl. Bodl. fup. Art. A&c.72.
| fol. 189. a. 5

Seint Vonefrede the holi Virgine.

Onefred was an holy Mayde, fo ich ondirftonde,
In the tyme tho Syre 4leyn was King of Ingelonde:
. This ilke King was a good Man,fo God 3efthe Cas,
“They his Sone was a Fool, thilke tyme nas
5 And thac Men feth wel ofte, alfo thinketh me ;
Ther{um wel is the Child that may I the be Fadir what he
e.
This holy Mayde lerned here Byleue tho
With a Preft of the Contre, that men cleped Beuno.
This Mayde he tau3t ever wel to flen al Lecherye, :
vo And to kepe here Body clene fram Synne and fram Folye.
‘And the Mayde him behet myd good wille tho
That 3he wolde clene Mayde byleven everemo.
In a tyme hit byfil that the deuel alone
Acom, after that ﬁare Frendes to Chirche weren agone.
15 The Kinges Sone com to Here in his Rebaudye, |
And gan here byfechen fafte, to don his Lecherye.
The Mayde him anfwered and fayde anon ry3c
Ich nam noujt to ben thin Hore nouthe I'dy3tary3ts
Ich wole gone to Boure, and come to The anon,
20 And than with my Body thy wil thou my3t done.
For 3he wolde afcapye, the Mayde feyde al this, :
And for 3he nolde noust habbe with him to don I wis.
Tho 3he was withinne a Dore 3he ondede anon,
And fuththe toward Chirche wel jerne 3he gangon.
25 Anon tho this fool Child herof the foth ifay,
That he was bygylid thorow3 that fayre May.
. And after here wel quickliche anon he gan to go,
And anon drou3 out his Swerd tho he com here to.
And fafte by the Chirche dore he {mot of here heved ;
30 And thus was this holy Mayde of here Lyf byreved.
God cheued anon that this dede was noujt gode, |
Therfore with the dede this 3ong Child worth tho wode:
In all his woodhede he lefte tydes thre, -
And fuchthe he deyde fodeynliche, fo the Bok telleth me:

35 The
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35 The Devel was tho iredy, and Body and Soule nom,
So that no Man nyfte whodyr that he bycom.
“In the ftede that che Mayde fo byhevedid was
A fwythe fayr Welle anon Sprong byeas. :
And fom men told in fuththe that therby tho ftode,
40 That ther bethin Stonys ifpringed al with blode. -

- Ther nys.fo queinte nother more ne laffe ° .\
That mowe the blodis dropis fram the Stonys waflche.
Ac ech Mon bereth wim:fFe that hem up nom,

That hit is a tokene of here martirdom.
45 _ Tho this holy Preft Beumo ihurd of al this fare,
Sore him of thoujt that he nadde I ben thare -
Ang fgr that hit was noust the tyme that 3he cholde ben
dede, - i ]
Therfore a Predycacioun to the Peple he hath ifede,
And in his Predycacioun Ich wot he feyde this,
5o Hit ner noust tyme chat the Mayde 3it partid fram Us,
Ac bende wolde that 3he cholde herafter libbe longe,
- And wel fervy Crift, mede to ondirfonge.
Therfore ich jou bidde, that 3e bidde with Me,
To oure Lord Ihu Crift that is fo hende and: fre, . -
§5 That he us {fende to day a party of his Grace,
And arere this Mayde to Iyve in this Place.
The heved to this Body this holy Preft gan don

" And thorw3 his Love and here, that Mayde aros anon.

Ever therafter aboute here Nekke was as they hit were a
Threde ]
6o In rokenyng of the marterdom that 3he was onfo dede.
Whyter thing ne my3te be than the Threde was.
The Peple feyde for joye alle Deo gratias
Thorw3 Beuno his rede, abyte fuththe 3he nom,
And ladde fwyth hard lif and good Nonne bycom, .
65  Beuno in a tyme to here feyde tho,
Wonfred, Thu Crift it wole that we to party ato.
For into another Contre nede ich mot wende,
And there nedis to dwellin to my Iyves end. bt A
Ech jer thou moft fende fom prefaunt, ich the telle,
70 And what thon wolt me fende caft hit in the Welle.
Of that chou doft therinne ne drede the rist ROV3ten A 5
That hit ne chal thorw3 Goddes grace, to me ben we
ibroust.
And after this, Vij ser hennes, thou chalt fare,
And thy Iyf dayis enden Ich wot ellefwhare,
75 And loke in thyne lyve that thou love Chaftede, -
For nedes ich moft henne no long ne man ich her. be.
At the Welle I of {pake the Mayde tho him brouste;
- Suththe tornyd here a3en and a Chefible him wrou3te; B
A BY
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. By here my3t jhe hit made both good and ryche,

8o That nasin all the Londe no Chefible here ilyche.
Tho hit was iredy, thorw work of here honde,

‘In a whit Mantel the Chefible fhe hit wonde :
she leyde hit in the Streme, that 3he ifonde ther,
And thorw3 Goddes grace the Strem hit forth ber,
85 Tato that ilke felve ftede that Beuno woned tho.
And they hit was from the Welle thricty myle and mo ;
And therinne my3¢ wel I fe, how good Cirift is,
And that hit was a Merakle eche man may wite, I wis.
After thac the Vij jer wer ibroust to ende,
go Nedemofte Winefred to other Stede wende.
And for Beuno the holy Preft hic had I feyd before,
Nede mofte chefe wordis to foth ben I core.
Thennes for to wende 3he gan her dyste I wis,
Into a fwythe wilde Stede tirat Feterat iclefped is.

95  Bothe Monkes and Nonnes this Mayde ifounde tho,
That ladden good lyue, and clene; fo ech man aujt to do.
Bulspius het the Abbot that here Mayfter was there,
Swythe moche he dede his Wille his Monkes for to lere.

A Modir hadde this Abbot that him to man bare,

100 Ma{l{’cer of the Nonnes Ich wot that 3he was thare.
By here ry3t name Men cleped here Enfebie
For moche 3he hatyed Sinne and loved Cortefie.
Therfore Women drou3 to here both for and ner,

For in alle the Londe 3he ne hadde no Per.
105 Thorw3 red of the Abot Wonefred to here drous
Eyther of other is Felechipe was tho glad inous.
After that Euzebye partyd of this lyve,
Wonefrede dwelled in ]?ere Stede jeres ten and fyve.
Mek 3ht:d was, and of fayr Speche, and {fwyth mylde of
mode,

110 And chorw here holy Speche 3he brouste Mony to Gode.
Suththe tho God fente his Grace, to Heven 3he gan wende
Now Ihu for the love of Here, thedir us bringe at oure

ende, Amen,

SI N CE the printing off a great Part of this Book, I have
feen (by the Favour of Roger Gale, Efq; the worthy Son
of a moft learned Father, the late Desn of Yurk) another MS.
Life of Wenefrede, which was, I guefs, taken out of Reb. Sa-
lop. but has none of his Preface, differs very much in many
Places, is much fhorter, and leaves off entirely at the Deach
of Theonia ; as does the old Euglifh Legend, and this Life in Per/e,
which I guefs to be about 4oo Years old. Some of whofe
Words I have tried to explain, but many more 1 underftand

not.


















