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Make no apology for prefuming

to offer to the Public the fol-

lowing Cafes of the Hydrophobia ;

a difeafe rapid in its progrefs, and
of the moft fatal tendency.

The Reader who expeés to find
in the following pages a never-fail-
ing Noftrum recommended, or e-
ven a fuccefsful method of treating
that diforder, will be difappointed.
The Author’s intention is, to give
a fuccin& account of the Hydro-
phobia, with its concomitant Symp-
toms, in the order they occurred ;
and to report the appearances after
death, of the parts more immedi-

a2 ately
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ately concerned in the living fub-
je¢t. This he is enabled, in the
prefent edition, to do with more

recifion, from the occurrence of a
‘Third Cafe, fince the publication
of the two former. He trufts the
little reliance which can be had,
upon the moft celebrated medicines
yet known, will appear in a ftrong-
er light, from his having, in the laft
Cafe, employed a greater variety of
them. But, he is forry to add, with
no more advantage than in either
of the former ones.

. The prevalence of Empirical A-
gency in the Hydrophobia, but
more efpecially in the Prophylactick
part, is a difgrace to Science, and,
it is to be hoped, will {peedily be
{upplanted, by the diligent enquiry
of Phyficians into this curious dif-
eafe ; for, to fpeak the truth, but
little is to be found in the immenie
quantity of medical volumes now

extant,
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extant, on which much dependance

can be had.

To have given the Public fome
examples of the Hydrophobia yield-
ing to Medicine, wonld have been
a much more pleafing tafk to the
Author, than that of recording the
inutility of it, in a diforder to which
mankind is hourly expofed, from
the increafed number of domeftic
animals : But the Reader who will
be contented with nothing lefs than
a profperous termination of dif-
cafe, will do right in {paring him-
felf the trouble of perufing the fub-
fequent pages, and in returning to
thofe examples which have been gi-
ven as inftances of the Hydrophobia
being cured, and of which we have

quite enough at prefent.

I profefs to relate with candour
what I faw, (and in fo doing to re-

move much error with which the
| fubje&
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{ubje& 1s ob{cured) and to fhew the
Public, at leaft, what will #o# cure
this dreadful diforder. It is poffi-
ble the Pathologif} may thank me
for my trouble, and that the Phy-
Sfician will not be quite fo well fa-
tisfied with the cures he has read of
before the prefent publication.---
Under thefe {entiments, and with
oreat deference, I {fubmit it to the
world.

Annexed to the prefent Edition
will be tound, Refleftions on the
Operation of Cutting the Symphyfis
of the Ofla Pubis, by Dr HunTER.
To the chara&er which that Gentle-
man has {o juftly acquired, I can-
not propofe to add, by any thing I
can fay of it; but let me, as the
Member of a Large Community,
which has received the greateft ad-
vantages from his labours, here ex-
prefs my warm acknowledgments,
whilft I may congratulate not only

the
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the prefent age, but pofterity, u p-
on that plentiful {fource of informa-
tion his magnificent Mufeum muft
afford ; in which will be found,
every thing that can inftru& the
man of Science, or gratify curio-
fity.

J. VaugHan.

OF
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C A S E the Firft.

Pauce enim diffe@iones in tanto numero funt, quas
hiftoria precedat fatis accurata, non ®tatis folum
et conftitutionis illius bominis, fed & modi & tem-

_ poris, tum quo virus, & unde contraétum fuerit,
tum quo perftiterit & quam fymtomatum omnium,
& quo die ingruentium, majore minorive afliduitate
& feevitia, tum deinde omnium, quoad fieri poteft,
quz in univerfis et fingulis cadaveris ejufdem homi-
nis partibus, prater naturam reperta {unt.

Morgagni de caufis & fedibus morborum per

anatomen indagatis. lib. 1mo Epift 8vo
ﬂrt- 32'

s

HOMAS NOURSE, a ftrong lufty
lad of the age of 14, was admit-
ted an in-patient of the Leicefter~

Infirmary on Tuefday the 16th of Novem-
ber 1773, having that day-month been
bit by a mad fox-hound. The wound
was a large lacerated ane on the left cheek,
and bled very freely upon the bite being

A 2 inflited.
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infli@ed.---The day after he was bit he
went to the fea, where he was dipped with
all the {everity ufually praifed under {o
difagreeable an operation. A celebrated
remedy was alfo adminiftered, known by
the title of the Ormjkirk-Medicine of
whofe infaliibility we have heard much *.
——-A common adhefive plaifter was appli-
ed to the part, after fea-bathing; and in
the courfe of a month, without any further
trouble, the wound was healed ; except=
ing a fmall portion fomewhat more than
an inch in length, and in breadth about
one tenth. ‘This yielded no difcharge,
and was quite in a cicatrizing ftate.

On the Sunday p‘receding his application
for admiflion into the Infirmary, he began
to complain of a tightnefs over his temples,
and a pain in his head. His appetite like-
wife failed him for the firft time fince the
accident, and altho’ he flept tolerably well
the preceding night, he did not feel him-
{elf refrefhed as ufual by it. On Monday
the tightncfs was increafed, as alfo the

head-ach ; his diflike to food was greater ;
and

* This medicine was bought of the perfﬂn in Leicefter;
who is depated by the proprigtor to vend it for him.
d
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and he now became apprehenfive that he
could not fwallow. He pafled this night
not only without fleep, but was reftiels

and uneafy ; he was likewife very much
annoyed by a boiling hear 1n his ftomach,

which was continually afcending to the
fauces.

On Tuefday morning he was bled, after
which he f{wallowed under great difguft
and perplexity, another dofe of the Orm-
fkirk Medicine. The morning was cold,
and he complained every now and then of
the air f{uffocating him *; he was there=
fore very intent upon mitigating its cold-
nefs, ¢’re it was applied to the fauces, by -
holding a handkerchief conftantly to his
mouth ; but 2 much greater inconvenience
arofe at the fight of a puddle of water,
which frequently occurred in the ftreets,
through which he paflfed in going to the
Infirmary, and which never failed to pro-
duce a dreadful agony.

The boy was perfectly fenfible. His
pulfe foft, but unequal ; and witheut that
firmnefs I fhould bhave expeéted to have
found in health ; his refpiration was free

and

* Infueta Aeris Querela.
Czlius Aurelianus de Hydrophobia. Cap. 2,

-
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and equal. There was no prxternatural
heat upon his fkin ; nor did he comgplain
of thirft. The fingular appearance of his
eyes was very ftriking, and is, 1 believe,
peculiar to people labouring under the Hy-
drophobia. There was a fiercenefs dif-
played, with a mixture of timidity, that [
defpair of imprefling the reader properly
with ; and which at this diftance of time,
I cannot recolle®, without feeling fome
uneafinefs. The colour of the eye was alfo
changed ; for the iris had affumed an o-
range hue, and the pupil was very much
dilated. The blood drawn, was firm in
its texture, of a florid colour, and with a
due proportion of ferum, f{o that it could
not be diftinguifhed from blood taken from
a perfon in the moft perfect health.,

Upon my afking him whether he felt
pain any where ? or whether he had any
propenfity to bite ? or if he found his head
confufed, -or his fpirits hurried ? he repli=
ed negatively, in a very plaintive tone,

I now placed before him unawares, a
bafon of water, from which he inftantly
turned away with the utmoft korror ;

ftriking violently at the fame time the
Jerobiculus
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ferobiculus cordis, and making a hideous
moaning, whilft the #ifus fardonius feized
the mufcles of the jaws and face.

In this fituation he was ordered to go
to bed; having firft {wallowed a fcruple
of Mujk, with two grains of Extr. The-
batc. made into a foft bolus.

It was curious to obferve, what pains he
took to fwallow the medicine, and what
perfeverance he fhewed in getting it into
the cefopbagus. He fixed his eyes fted-
faftly upon it for fome little time, and hav=
ing applied it to his mouth, he crammed
it as far back into the fauces as he could
reach, which feemed to be the fuperior
part of the gullet ; after which deglutition
was performed with little or no difficulty ;.
but he rejoiced much when he had accom-
plithed his purpofe.--~This lack of diffi-
cultyin fwallowing, when the {fubftance was
conveyed into the cefophagus, I defired
fome of the faculty who were prefent to
remark 3 as it contrad:&ed an opinion uni-
yerfally received, refpelting the diforder.

Upon endeavouring to lie on his back
in bed, he immediately felt the {fame fen-

{ation as when cold air blew upon him :
The
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upon which he ftarted up, endeavouring
to recover an erect pofture as foon as pofii-
ble, with the body bent a little forward ;
---and under this pofition his uneafy feel-

ings {peedily vanifhed.

The propriety of avoiding every thing
that might renew thefe painful fymptoms,
was obvious.-The attendants therefore had
it ftrictly in charge; to be particularly dili-
gent in adminiftering to his wants ; and to
give him every affiftance that might con-
tribute to alleviate his fufferings ; to which
the conftruétion of his bed was no mean
auxiliary ; as will appear from confulting
Mr. WHITE’s treatife on the puerperal
fever, where a drawing of it is ta be met
with. |

The difeafe was in itfelf novel to me ;
was fo important, and in its progrefs {o
rapid, as not to admit of my being fatisfied
with trufting him to the a&ion of Mufk
and Opium entirely.--How much had been
faid of the efficacy of Mercury did not
efcape my memory. Nor did the fo much.
famed Tonquin Meaicine, fail to reprefent
itfelf to my recolletion on this occafion.
A compofition -then of fifteen grains of

o Mufe,
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Mujk, one of Turbith Mineral, and five ¥
grains of the Theban Extradf, made into
a foft bolus, was directed to be taken
once in three hours ; an ounce of the
ftronger Mercurial Ointment, was to be
rubbed on the cervical vertebre, and thoul-
ders; and the following embrocation was
direéted to be applied to the throat, renew=
ing it as often as the part grew dry.

R. Tind. Thebawc. uncias duas
Acet. Saturnin. femunciam. i

On touching the external fauces with
this embrocation, he was immediatlely
thrown into convulfions. A repetition was
therefore prohibited; and altho’ a cloth wet
with it, was afterwards ordered to be ufed,
(the boy’s eyes being firft covered with a
napkin) yet the fame eftect was produced.
The following plaifter was therefore fub-

ftituted

* This quantity of opium, confidering the frequency of

the repetition, will no doubt appear large ; but I was too
converfant with the advantages refulting from fuch dofes,

repeated in {pafmodick difeafes, and faw but too manifeftly
the hafty advances of fo terrible a malady, to demur in or-
dering the above quantity ; which the reader will prefently
{ce, was not only quite a fafe dofe, but failed to produce
ihofe lafling fedative effedls, which might realonably havae
Wegn expetied from ir,
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ftituted in its place ; and this he bore
without complaint.

R. Extr. Thebaic. femunciam.
Gamphor. Sft. Vin. in pulv. redati.
drachmas tres. '
Confeéi. Damocr. drachmas fex M. f. em-
plafirum faucibus externis applicandum. *

Having now occalion to ufe the cham-
ber-pot, he fuddenly got out of bed and
made about a quarter of a pint of lemon
coloured urine with eafe. This he could
look at, in a black earthern veffel, without
any emotion ; but upon its being fhewn to

him in a glafs, his convulfions were in-
ftantly excited.

About two o’clock, he repeated his me=
dicine again with lefs helitation, and with
much lefs difficulty than the former. He
could now view the meadows at fome

diftance, which were covered with water,
without

# If the reader is difappointed at not finding the warm
Bath amonglt the above remedics, T can tell him, this was
not forgot 3 on the contrary, it was kept conftantly in rea-
dinefs 3 but the fight or zouch of all fluids encreafed or re-
newed his fymptoms to fo great a degree, that on this mo-
tive it was refrained from : and under fome expeQation of
gaining by other means, fuch an alleviation of his {ymptoms,
as might allow of his going into the Bath without that dread-
ful pertarbation, which I was anxious to prevent.
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without thofe miferable feelings he had
hitherto' been tormented with. He was
more comfortable to himfelf, and with
tolerable eafe got down “fome half dozen
mouthfuls of bread and butter. After this
he made a new attempt to {wallow water ;
firft looking at it, and without thofe pain-
ful agitations recurring with fo much vi-
olence as before. Having thrown a portion
of this haftily into his mouth, he {queezed
his lips together with his fingers ; and by
a determined effort gained his point. But
this coft him fo much trouble and pain, as
to prevent his engaging in a {econd attempt
at that time,

The boiling heat in his ftomach, which
had occafioned fo much uneafinefs in the
morning, he now fcarcely felt. This he
faid, had fenfibly declined fince the appli-
cation of the ointment, to which he afcri-
bed a mitigation of all his {ufferings,

At this period of his diforder it was dif-
covered, that his urine had been forcibly
expelled, as often as his {pafms returned ;
and that the penis was always then in a
ftate of erection., *

B difficulty

*® Veretri frequens tenfio ¢um feminis involuntario jactu.
Cal.
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A further repetition of his medicine was
made at five o’clock, and this with as little
difficulty as the laft. Matters therefore
wearing a lefs terrible afpect, I could not
help flattering myfelf with hopes, that
this dreadful diforder would at length be
conquered by the combined powers of
Mufk, Opium, and Mercury. My ex-
pe@ation was but of fhort continuance ;
for within two hours he became more
reftlefs and fearful, frequently calling out
for fomething to drink, and talking much
and loud ; however he became calm, upon
being reproved mildly. Small-beer was
~ his favourite liquor : he was therefore in-
dulged with fome pieces of bread foaked in
this fluid ; but thefe he could not {wallow
with the fame facility as before. Beer wag
his conftant theme. Being defirous there~
fore of gratifying him in this regard, ag
well as of trying whether a concealment
of the liquor would not obviate many of
the difficulties which had always accom-
panied his attempt to drink ; fome fmall-
beer was put into a phial covered with

flannel 3
Cal. Aurel, de Hydrophob, Cap, XI.~—Thiswas a {fymp-

tom, and a very troublefome one, in Dr. Fothergill’s
patient,
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flannel ; * and a tube was prepared, thro’
which he was to fuck it. The effe&® was
the fame as when given to him without
difguife. The moment it touched the
fauces, that inftant were his {pafms renewed
with all the violence he had ever experi-
enced.

At eight o'clock in the evening, his
medicine was again repeated ; but with
more reluctance and trouble than upon
cither of the two former occafions. At
nine o'clock, all his fymptoms were ma-
nifeftly encreafed. His countenance was
fiercer : he was conftantly {pitting out
large flakes of frothy faliva : he became
more ungovernable ; frequently getting
out of bed ; was inceffantly calling for
drink ; yet thewed no difpofition to bite,
or affault any body. A new fymptom had
alfo now made its appearance, which in
other difeafes is found to be of the moft
dangerous import : 1 mean a perpetual
plucking of the blankets and bed-cloaths.

B 2 An

* Dandus interia potus in fictili vafculo, fubtili caverno
perforato, tanquam funt papille uberum ; et dandus zgro-
tantibus, prafetto obftaculo oculorum. Calins Aurelian :
de Hydrophob : Cap; 16, '
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An increafe of difficulty. attended the
exhibition of five grains of opium, with-
out Muik or the Turbith Mineral. Ano-
thér ounce oi the Mercurial Ointmeng
was rubbed upon the fhoulders, ¥ and
half an ounce of Tin&. Theb., mixed
with {ix ounces of mutton broth, was in-
jected into the inteftines; but neither thefe
means {eperately, nor in conjunction, were
fufficient to check the further progrefs of
his difeafe.

At. eleven o’clock the general pertur-
bation was become exceflive. He began
to ramble : but this was ftoppea for a
time, by ;ta.}k_—iij_g to him, and by engaging
his attention. He had frequently regurgi-
tations from the ftomach; but novomiting.
The faliva became more vifcid, and ad-
hering tenacioudly to the fauces, occafioned
(butin a flighter degree) the fame {ymp-

toms that an attempt to {wallow any lrquid
| excited.

" * T was willing to hope, that by thus haftily introducing
alarge quantity of Mercury.intp the {yftem, a ptyalifm would
be hplrm:ured and that a change in the ftate of the fauces fo
induced, would deftroy that morbid fenfibility of thefe parts
to which fo much of his difeafe might be attributed ; whillt
from its gengral aEi:mn upnﬂ the frame, fome falutar}r effets
would be obtained. I was in both refpets difappointed.
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excited. He had aifo all his complaints
aggravated, by the improper conduct of his
attendants ; who prompted by their fears,
had almoft perfuaded themfelves, that the
opinion univerfally received by the com-
mon people, of (methering f{uch unfor-
tunate objects, was not only juftifiable but
expedient : * for 1 found them confining
the poor creature under the bed-clothes ;
by tlie united ferce of half a dozen ftrong
afliftants ; whofe countenances befpoke the
the terrible apprehenfion they were under.
He was inftantly fet at liberty, when it
was difcovered that his arm had bled again :
his face was fluthed : he panted quick,
and was in a profufe {weat.

Being fenfible of the ill treatment he had
received, he became fufpicious of his at-
tendants,

* Tulpius, who was aware of this opinion prevailing in
Holland, has the following paflage in fpeaking of a patient,
under the Hydrophobia, ddeo nt opus uon fuerit, nec huic
aec aliis wgris (quos equidem widi fatis Srequentes ) morten
maturare, five per Stragulam five per Culcitram ori (uti
loquitur wulgus) impofitam, quippe pereunt per fe fatis celerie
Zer = ut pote raro fuperfles, cum aqua formidine in diem vel
tertiam, wel quartam ; quibus addo, guod meminem hadlenus,
wvel audiverim latrare, wel widerim mordere, necdum cuiquan
detrimento fuiffe rabidorum fputa. Tulpii Obferw ¢ Lib:
Imo, Cap: XX,



16 Case THE FirsT.

tendants, and lefs attentive to my inftruc=
tions. Stern reprehenfion of thofe who
had thus behaved, and mild perfuafion
employed with him ; foon produced tran-
quility and compliance with my directions.
I had however fcarce left the room before
a loud fcream befpoke fome unexpected
change.  Upon turning my head to dif-
cover what this meant, the boy was at my
thoulder ; having fuddenly quitted his bed
with an intention to follow me. To this
he immediately returned at my requefl,
without having thewn the leaft inclination
to bite, or betraying any thing further
than an ill opinion of thofe by whom he
had been fo improperly treated.

Seeing of how little avail all my endea-
vours had hitherto proved, I was determi-
ned to try if a larger dofe of Opium would
not throw him into an oppofite ftate, and
make him exchange his inquictude for
ftupor : for unlefs fome flop was put to
the increafe of his difeafe, evident it was,
death muftinevitably foon follow. A lar-
ger quantity of Extr. Thebarc. was accord-
ingly given to him with fome difficulty :
but without fucceeding in the intention.

From
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From this time until a little before two
o’clock in the morning (his ftrength being
much impaired) his inquietude was fome-
what abated. He often ftarted, but was
lefs difpofed to talk,

He complained of a very offenfive fmell
from the wound, which had not undergone
- any change fince the commencement of the
Hydrophobia : nor was any-body but him-
felf fenfible of feetor ifluing from it,

About two o’clock his eyes had loft their
fierce frightening appearance, and were
more fixed. He had fome intervals of
reft ; but foon after, his hands and feet
were cold, and his pulfe intermitted and
became irregular. A violent convulfion
fucceeded ; and this was followed by a
copious difcharge of frothy faliva from the
fauces ; which occafioned a fudden ftran-
gulation, and was near clofing the fcene ;
but by the induftry of his attendants, this
was removed : and altho’ he was infenfible
to any ordinary occurrence, yet by his be-
haviour he feemed to acknowledge their
affiftance in this regard with thankfulnefs.
When to appearance he had ceafed to
breathe, the Spafinus Cynicus was obferva-

ble,
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ble, with an odd convulfive motion in the
muicles of the face ; and the ftrange con-
trariety which took place in the aéion of
thefe. produced the moft horrid affemblage
of features that can well be concerved.

It was remarkuble, that in the laft hours
of his life, he cealed to call for drink,
which had been his conftant requeft ; but
was perpetually afking for tomething to eat.
In this manner he died, giving me an op-
portunity of examining thofe parts afier
death, which were in {fuch {ufferance whilft
he was lving.

Upon laying bare the abdominal mufcles,
thefe preferved the fame colour they have
in the healthieft fubjec ; not being altered
in the leaft degree either by the difeafe, or
from the repeated blows he had given
himfelf. The fkin indeed was black at the
Serobiculus Cordis, and there was a flight
raifure upon the part, which had fo re-
peatedly and forcibly been. ftruck ; but
this extended no further than the Caufis.===
All the vifcera of the abdomen were 1 2
perfet found ftate, neither difcoloured, nor
preternaturally diflended with blood.

The
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The ftomach was free from every in-
flammatory appearance ; and contained
about halfa pint of 4 femi-fluid, confifting
in part of the food he had taken, (hittle or
none of which had pafled the lower orifice
of the ftomach) and in part of the medi-
cne he had been ufing, as the fmell very
fully evinced.

The liver was entirely free from dif-
cafe : its fubftance was neither diftended
with blood, nor the Vefica Fellea with bile :

the latter was about half full, and con-
tained alfo a portion of air.--<~-The
iateftines, both f{mall and great, were
empty ; and the reGtum without faxces.
The contents of the Thorax yielded no
more information, than thofe of the lower
belly, being quite untainted with difeafe.

Having met with fo little inftru@ion
from my enquiry hitherto, I was willing
to expect that an examination of thofe parts,
which were fo much affeted under the
diforder, in the life-time of the patient,
would now afford fome light in my endea-
vours to inveftigate this curious difeafe.
The Diaf bragm was therefore firft expofed:
ut this had not undergone the leaft change

C nor
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nor deviation, from what is obferved in
the moft healthy fubject. The O¢fopbagus
was next examined after being divided its
whole length ; but no veftige of inflamma-
tion was here to be met with ; nor upon the
Velun Pendutum Palati, nor did the whole
circumference of the internal fauces, nor
the fuperior part of the larynx and pbarynx,
nor the glottss, betray an appearance that
could in any degree be confidered, as bear-

ing a morbid afpect.

Here my enquiry ftopped, as I could not
fuppofe an infpection of the brain was likely
to give any more information than 1 had
hitherto acquired.

CASE
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C A S E the Second.

N the year 1775, a fecond Cafe of the

Hydrophcebia occurred to me, the parti-

culars of which the reader will find in the
following narrative.

A young Farmer, aged 25 years, of a
thin habit, and ufed to the moft laborious
kind of employment in hufbandry, was bit
in the month of September by a mad-dog ;
a {light wound was made by the animal in
the fore-finger of the left-hand, about mid-
day on Wednefday. On the Tuefday fol-
lowing, the moon being at the full, he
went to the fea, and was dipped as much,
and for as long a time, as is ufually practi-
fed at thofe places : drinking afterwards
apon the fpot, fea-water as a purge ; which
operated brifkly. The wound at firft bled
freely, and was made to do fo more than
once by his occupation in the field ; which
at that feafon of the year, was gathering
beans. It healed whilft at the falt-water,
and never afterwards gave him the leaft
trouble.

On
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On Tuefday the fixth of June following
in the afternoon, he for the firft time felt
a pain ia that hand and arm, which he at-
tributed to fome {light injury the limb had
{uftained 1n the courfe of his employment;
fuppoling that this had brought on the
rheumatifm, a diforder to which he had
been heretofore fubjeét. On this motive
he was induced to bathein ariver the {ame
evening ; which he did ‘without hefitation
or inconvenience. ©On the Wednelday
morning, after pafling a fleeplefs night, he
complained of being fick, but went to his
ordinary engagement in the field ; firft eat-
ing fome bread and butter, and drinking
tea without relutance or experiencing any
uneafinefs. In the courfe of the day he
feveral times drank draughts of different
liquids to allay his thirt, which was troc-
blefome. In the evening, he was feized
with 2 vomiting, which continued the
whole night, and until eleven o’clock en
Thurfday ; every thing coming up as foon
as taken.  His vomiting ceafed about that
time, but was fucceeded not only by an
averfion to liquids, but even the fight of
them affected him much. In this ftate 1

found him, and from his eyes alone, be-
fore
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fore I had afked any queftions, was entirely
fatisfied of the prefence of the Hydropho-
bia. He complained much of a heat af-
cending from the ftomach to the fauces :
the latter were allo loaded with a vifcid
frothy phlegm, which he was, perpetually
{pitting * out in large white flakes ; and
with a ftrong effort. He every now and
then ftarted fuddenly from the chair in
which he fat, (for he could not bear a
horizontal pofition) complaining at the fame
time of being almoft luffocated ; and of his
feeling an exquifite pain under the Cartilago
Enfiformis, to which (in the fame manner
as the boy did) he inftantly with force ap-
plied his hand, as often as his {pafms re-
turned. He was extremely defirous of cold
air, which never failed to renew all his
painful {fymptoms ; as did a wet napkin
applied to the throat. I now afked him to

wafth his mouth, with cold water, in order
to

* [ was forry afterwardsJ did not inoculate a dog with this
faliva. It would not only have been fatisfaftory to have
returned the poifon from the human frame to the dog ; but g
failure in this point might have led to a ufeful faét, viz. that
thofe who are engaged in offices about the perfon of one la-
bouring under the Hydrophobia, have nothing to fear from
the faliva 3 a contrary apprehenfion is univerfally entertained,
notwithftanding the information which 7Zu/psus has given on
this head, and which the reader will find in a former citation.
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to remove the vifcid phlegm which was {o
troublefome to him, as well as to obferve
what effe&t it would have. To this with
fome reluctance he confented : but the
moment a glafs of water was placed before
him, his {fpafms were immediately excited
with great violence ; whilft the Rifus Sar-
. donius occupied the mulcles of the face.
A further attempt was made with his eyes
{hut, but the fame horrid {ymptoms were
produced. Solids had not quite the fame
effo¢t : Hecould chew bread ; but feemed
very attentive in keeping it from touching
the back part of the fauces ; and whenever
he attempted to fwallow it, the fame fymp-
toms were brought on that enfued from
his feeing water ; (but in a lefs degree,)
antil he had got the fubftance into the
Ocfophagus, when it was tranfmitted to
the ftomach without difficulty. Huma-
nity forbad a further repetition of thefe
trials. His countenance befpoke the greateft
diftre(s ; his eyes exprefled a mixture of
fear and fiercenefs, which I mentigned be-
fore as being peculiar to the Hydrophobia.
The pupil was as much dilated as in the
moft compleat .gmaurofis ; but the colour
of the iris was not changed, as was obfer-

vable
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vable in the boy whofe cafe I have before
related. The fkin was cool; the pulfe
flow and feeble : he was frequently troubled
with eru&ations ; but thefe afforded him
norelief. He had no difficulty in making
water, which he had paffed at intervals,
in {mall quantities, His refpiration was
free and equal, excepting when thofe in-
terruptions occurred from cold air, the
fight of any liquid, or from the fauces be-
ing touched with the latter. His intelleéts
were clear ; and he felt no pain hc faid,
but that under the Cartilago Enfiformis ;
which never failed to aggravate in a moft
acute degree, all his other fufferings.

‘He was confcious to himfelf of the hafty
increafe of all his {ymptoms, was aware of
the danger of his fituation, and feemed
much difappointed at my not bringing with
me, 2 medicine that might prevent a re-
turn of his pain; declaring he could not
live unlefs I could give him very f{peedy
relief.

He made no objection to going into the
Warm Bath, which was prepared for him
immediately ; nor to a purgative Chfter,

which was to be injeted upon his coming
out
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out of the water. A ftool having been
pI’DCuI’ECi by thele means, a {econd was to
be thrown up ; confifting of four ouncas of
oil, with half an ounce of Tinit. Tbhebaice
Four drams of Ung. Cerul. fort. were to.be
rubbed upon the fauces, and the part to be
covered afterwaras with the Cataplajma e
Cymino 5 to which was added, half an
ounce of the Tbeban. extradlt,

An embrocation was directed to be ap-
plied to the region of the ftomach, with
continued fridtion ; confifting of the fol-
Jowing articles,--half an ounce of Spt. Sal.
Ammon. tea drams of Olive O/, fix drams
of Oif of Amber, and ten drams of Lauda-
num + Lrong Mercurial Qintinent, to the
amount of two ounces, was allo to be rub-
bed by the hand of an affiftant, guarded
with a bladder; upon the thoulders and
back ; and as a further means of kindling
a Ptyalifm fpeedily, he was to receive the
fmoakof Cinnabar into the mouth, by throw=
ing a drachm of that fubftance now and
then upon a hot iron.

In aid to thefe external means the fol-
lowing bolus was dire&ed to be prePared,
and to be taken every four hours :

R
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R. Mofeh. Opt. gr. quindecim
Merc. Emet. flav. gr. tria
Extr. Thebaic. gr. quatuor

Syre Simp, q. s. ut. ft. balus mollis,

It was with concern I could obferve a
manifeft increafe of his diforder whilit I
fat with him, and this to {o great a degree

as to preclude any expeation of his fur~
viving many hours.

He felt himfelf cafier whilft in the warm
Bath as alfo under the application of the
Ointment ; but was releafed by death from
his ftate of mifery, about ten o’clock that
night: nor in this cafe did the wound un~
dergo the leaft change either before or after
the appearance of the Hydrophobia; but
healed without any difficulty and remained
fo at the time of his death.

DG o Sa
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C ASE the Third.

TN the afternoon of the 2gth of Auguft in

the prefent year 1778, I was defired to
fee a boy eight years old, who was faid to
labour under the Hydrophobia. 1 found him
farrounded by a number of people, whofe
curiofity had led them to become {pectators
of o extraordinary a difeafe. He was fit-
ting in a chair with his countenance com-
pofed; his eyes, which were naturally of
2 black colour, fixed ; but without that
fierce appearance 1 have before remarked,
as being peculiar to the Hydropbobus. The
account which he and his friends gave me
was as follows : That about 2 month fince
he had been bit on the wrift by a Cat, 1n
a field adjoining to the town, of which
the marks remained, but without any ulcer,
or even the fmalleft appearance of inflam-
mation : that about the middie of the day
before I faw him he began to complain of
pain in the part bitten, which afcended up

the arm and affe¢ted the temple on that
ﬁdc 3
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fide; foon after which he fwallowed liquids
with reluance and difficulty. Upon pra-
ducing a cup of water he turned from it
immediately under great perturbation, with
a painful f(obbing, fimilar to that which
follows a gradual immerfion of the bedy in
cold water. Upon my attempting to apply
a wet cloth to his throat, he refifted with
all his ftrength, and by his exceflive agita-
tion feemed to have his painful feelings
much aggravated. When undifturbed by
any of the above offending caufes, his re-
{piration was free and equal, excepting
that he fighed very often. His pulfe was
feeble, irregular, and intermitting : there
was no preternatural heat upon his fkin :
he had no thirft : his intelleéts were clear;
and he gave to all my queftions immediate
pertinent an{wers, in a plaintive tone of
voice, which feemed to befpeak a confci-
oufnefs of his fituation, and which did not
fail to imprefs every one prefent in the
fulleft manner with pity for his {ufferings.
Indeed in every cafe that I have feen, the
patient conveyed lis information clearly
and earneftly ; and whatever he wanted to
obtain ; whether to have fome difagreeable
obje@ removed, or fome requeft granted
B2 it
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it was implored in the moft piteous manner.
This was particularly obfervable in the poor
child who is the fubje& of this narrative,
during the whole courfe of the diforder.

A warm Bath was immediately prepared
for him, the fight of which occafioned
fome commotion, and produced marks of
difguft and fear : thefe were overcome by
perfuafion, and he was placed in it. The
moment he touched the water his painful
{obbing and difguft to it were increafed :
thefe fubfided in a few feconds, and he
then told me he felt eafier ; but it was ob-
fervable that thefe {fymptoms were renewed
as often as a freth furface was touched by
the water. He was kept in the Bath near
three quarters of an hour, during which
time he frequently faid that he felt lefs an-
noyance from his diforder. Upon quitting
it a plaifter (of which Sacc. Saturni made
the bafis) was applied to the throat, and I
had now to lament, that neither from the
former cafes which had been treated by
me, nor from that republithed by Dr,
Fothergdll, was any thing to be collected,
which might carry even a probability with

it of fubduing a dileafe moit terrible in its
: firft
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firft appearance, in its progrefs, and'in its
termination. Not however to follow the
fame line (powerful as it was) which I
had before purfued, the Meztalline Auntifpaf-
. wodics, of late introduced into the Materia
Medica, were the medicines I purpofed to
adopt in the prefent inftance ; but not with
much hope, I confefs, of {ubduing this
terrible difeafe. A compnfition of the fol-
lowing kind was formed :
R. Flor. Zinci granum unum.
Cupr. dmmonsac. femizranum.
Mofch. Opt. grana decen.
Syre Sunp. q. s. ut fiant pillule due
molles; fumanter hora tertia vel quarta
quague,

A Liniment, confifting of 3 drams of the
fironger Mercurial Ointment, with the
fame quantiy of Oil of Amber, was to
be rubbed upon the fhouiders and back ;
and a Clyfter, made of five ounces of frefh
broth, with thirty drops of Laudanum, was
to be injected foon after his going to bed,
~which he did immediately upon his quit=
ting the Bath. To thefe remedies was
added a Medical Atmofphere, made by

burring Gum Ammonicum, in his room,
from
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from which in fome fpafmodick difeafes I
had feen a good effect.

Between nine and ten o’clock this night
he took fome bits of bread foaked in miik,
but with difficulty : he fighed more, and
and often flarted up in bed.

At eleven o’clock his piils were repeated ;
the fight of which at firft difturbed him, as
did every thing that came {uddenly upon
him ; but having crammed them as far
back in the fauces as he couid reach, they
were fwallowed with little or no difficulty.

About twelve o'clock he became more
reftlefs; bis face was fluthed ; he frequently
ftarted ; complained he could not lic down,
and that the weight of the bed-cloaths was
too much for him. He likewife in the
courfe of the laft hour became more talk-
ative, and I could manifeitly fee an ap-
proaching delirium, The warm Bath
was immmediately provided, after which
a Broth Clyfter with a dram of Tinc&.
Thebaic, was to be injected, and the
Mercurial Liniment ¥ was ordered to be

repeated.

* The Mercurial Liniment in this cafe did not fhew the
fame fedative quality during the time of rubbing, as was
sbferved in a former cale.



33 | CAsE THE THIRD.

repeated. He continued in the warm bath
near two ‘hours, feeling himfelf much
more comfortable the whole time ; but
the {fame inconvenience accrued as before
whenever a frefth furface was touched by
the water. Between two and three o’clock
in the morning his reftleflnefs was ftill
greater ; his eyes had acquired a fierce aé-
pearance ; he often fighed deeply ; was
continually talking,--and every {ymptom
feemed to be upon the increafe.

Both his Clyfters had come away di-
rectly, the latter bringing with it fome
hardened feces. He now complained of
being cold, and wanted to fit by the fire 5
but at the fame time could not bear the
bed-cloaths upon him : in this ftate his
intellectual faculties {eemed quickened by
difeafe. Each dofe of his pills were di-
reted to contazin two grains of Cupre
Ammon. the fame quantity of Theban Ex-
tral, three grains of Flor. Zinci, with ten
grains ot A/a Foetida, which was fubftitu-
ted for the Mufk ; whilft a folution of
that feetid Gum, with a2 dram of Tiné&.
Thebaic, was adminiftered as a Clyfler.
The above pills, tho’ repeated every four

hours,
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hours, afforded not the fmalleft relief; nor
did they thew the leaft altion upon the
frame.

At eight o'clock in the morning he ex-
prefled a ftrong defire of going into the
warm Bath again. This was complied
with, a temperate cne of Milk * and Water
being {peedily prepared. The fight of it
affected him fomewhat, but he entered it
without hefitation ; and altho’ the heat
{as I have before obferved) was temperate,

yet he complained much of its being too
hot ; frequently ftarting from it into an e-
re& pofture. In a quarter of an hour he was
weary of it, and defired to be takem out.

He had from the commeacement of the
Hydrophobia, as had the other patients
whofe cafes I have related, conftantly
pointed to the Scrobiculus Cerdis, as the

princi pal

The alteration of the Bath to Milk and Water, was made
in conformity to Dr. Fothergill’s propofal, of fupporting by
food the #is Vite ; the quantity abforbed by the whole fur-
face of the body in a given time, being very confiderable ;
Hydrephobi however do not fink for want of food, but the
effect of the Canine Poifon upon the Brair and Nerwous
Syffem is fo forcible, that nothing at prefent known feems
fufficient to counteract it.  All thofe I have feen, have taken
food quite fufficient to fupport the fyltem for a much longer
time than the difeafe requires to finifh its courfe.
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principal feat of his mifery, and which in
this poor child extended from thence down.
the Re&i Mufeles. As there was fome
little fullnefs in the bowels, a purgative
clyfter was thought proper to remove this,
which an{wered the purpofe, in procuring
a.moderate ftool with fome flatus.

Seeing of how little avail every thing
had hitherto proved, and being clearly
convinced of his inevitable fate, I was at
length determined to put in force the re-
medy which Helmont fpeaks of in terms
{o favourable, but let me add, not with
much expecation that this would prove
more fuccefstul than thofe powerful ones
which hitherto, in every cafe, had been
fo fruitlefsly employed. A large tub of
cold water, well faturated with common
{alt, was made ready, into which this pa-
tient was {uddenly plunged over head and
ears, and there held until he ceafed to
firuggle. He was then taken out, and
the fame operation again repeated, until
‘he became {o quiet, that I was apprehen-
five a total extinction of life would actual-
1y take place. He was then wrapt in a
blanket and put to bed, where he remain-

E ' ed
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ed more quiet than he had been any part
of the preceeding night, and fo continued
for near two hours ; not that he could at
any part of this time bear the fight of li-
quids, or allow them to approach his
mouth with lefs horror than he had done
fince the attack of his difeafe. He now
repeated his medicine ; but his exceflive
inquietude, which was again returned, his
increafing delirium, his intermitting, feee
bie, irregular pulfe, all thefe {ymptoms in
combination, afforded a moft melancholy
profpe&, and gave me but little hopes of
his furviving many hours ; nor indeed was
it a circumftance I could wifh for. 1S
eyes, and whole countenance, had now a
keener afpect ; but it was obfervable there
was no increafe of difficulty in fwallowing,
as was evident from his taking five or {ix
bits of bread foaked in milk.

At four o'clock in the afternoon * he
was become more ungovernable, refuling
at firft to take his medicine; but neither

at

* Tn this fate I took from him, on the blade of a lancet,
fome faliva, with which I immediately inoculated a dog, by

making a fmall incifion through the fkin on the upper part
of the nofe.
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T

at this period of his difeafe, nor at any o-
ther, did he fhew the leaft inclination to
bite or {pit, or to hurt in any manner his
attendants. He talked incoherently and
conftantly, walking about inceflantly ; and
this he had done for the laft three hours.
His pulfe became immeafurably quick, and
all his fymptoms were vifibly heightened.

At eight o’clock he fwallowed fome pills
made of Campbire and Nitre, with two
grains of Opium.

About nine o’clock a common faucer-
full of bread foaked in milk was brought
to him, which he eat, and without more
difficulty than he had all along experien-
ced. His pulfe was fcarcely difcernable,
and tho’ he complained much of heat, his
{kin was cold and clammy. At one o’clock
his eyes {feemed enlarged, and had a livid
circle about them: the upper lip was co-
vered with a frothy mucus : he would lje
quiet for a few minutes, and then plunge
{fuddenly with his feet : his breathing be-
came irregular and laborious : he faultered
in his {fpeech ; and before two o’clock the
horrid cataftrophe was concluded.

E 2 The
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The body after death afforded nothing
uncommon to the view. There was no
alteration in the colour of the fkin at the

{crobiculis cordis, or in that which covered
the Re@i Mufcles. The ftomach and in-
teftines had quite a healthy appearance;
the latter were moderately diftended with
flatus, and'the former contained near five
ounces of a blackith coloured fluid, which
fmelt ftrongly of the Camphire he had ta-
ken, and probably owed its colour to the

Flor. Zinci, &c. There was no remains of
the bread and milk mixed with this. The

Liver and Diaphragm were without the
leaft difeafe : the Vefica Fellea was full of
bile : the Lungs afforded the fame afpeét
they do in the healthieft fubje& : the heart
and large blood veflels furrounding it, were
not preternaturally diftended with blood :
the back part of the fauces, and indeed the
whole internal furface was without the leaft
mark of inflammation ; and fo was the
Oecfophagus upon being divided its whole
length.

- The brain gave no further information
than the vifcera of the cheft and lower
belly.
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O'REERVATIONS

ON THE

H.Y DR O P HOBAA

F REQUENT mention is made In
the writings of the ancients of the
Hydrophobia ; * and the learned reader
will find in their works, a long catalogue
of remedies, § recommended both as pro-
phylactics and cures for it. Thele how-
ever rather ferve to thew the ready credulity
of their authors, than to furnith us with
proper means of combating the dreadful
confequences which follow the bite of a
mad-dog, when the human body 1s infected
with its poifon. Medical books alfo con-
t4in a number of cafes, which have been

publifhed

* Celius Aurelianus has given a good defcription of the
difeafe, with his accuftomed peculiarity of ftile.

§ Many of thefe are enumerated by Boerbaave, in his
114th Aphorifm,
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publithed as examples of the Hydrophobia »
but in refpect to many of thefe it may be
juftly doubted, whether the diforder they
are meant to reprefent, was the fame with
that of which 1 have given the above derail.

They are many of them fo replete with
the marvellous, or fo -deficient in point of
accuracy, as to leave the reader in {ufpenfe
as to the fact for which he confults them -
but 1n this remark, I do not mean to com-
prehend {fome recent publications in the
laft volumes of the Medical obfervations and
enguiries 5 particularly one by the ingenious
Dr. . Fothergill *, wherein the origin,
progrefs, and termination of the difeafe is
marked with great precifion.

It appears from the invaluable work of
Morgagni, in which we fee the refult of a
long and laborious life, {pent in examining
morbid bodies, and in reporting their ap-
pearances after death, that it never hap-
pened to that accurate anatomift, to meet
with a fubject who had fallen a martyr to
the Hydrophobia § ; and he is obliged to

his

* Medical Obfervations and Enguiries, vol. iv.

§ Atque zgre fero, nondum licuiffe mihi, Hydrophobum,

nedum plures, ut opus fuifict Hydrophobos perfecare, vel
. : quod
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his correfpondent for a communication on
this head. It has indeed been the lot of
but few phyficians, who have paflfed even
a long life in the exercife of their profefii-
on, tohave feen this fingular malady ; and
to have the advantage of correcting any er-
foneous opinion they might have enter-
tained of it. ‘The number of thofe is flill
{maller, who having been witnefs to it, had
the opportunity, Of the inclination, or
both, of examining by difeQion, the ftate
of the body after death,

A notion has prevailed, that there was
fome danger accompanied an attendance
on thofe miferable beings 1abouring under
the Hydrophobia ¥ from a belief they
were {trongly difpofed to offer violence to
every one about them. This perhaps may

have

quod ejus rei copia uon fieret, vel quod fi fieret, tum vera
quafi fato quodam gr;wiﬁimisﬂccupatiunibus, aut valetudine
minus commoda deftinerer. Morgagni Lib. 1 mo. Epiit.
g vo. Art. E. E. -

* Sauvages T raité fur la rage de Chien (to which the Aca-
demy of Toloufe adjudged their prize) I have not feen ; but
in his latee work, the Nofologia Methodica, there is fome
account of the Hydrophobia, in which the fame fpirit of
refivement. is vifible, which pervades every other part of that

learned Frenchman’s book. Vid. Nofologia Methedica de
Hydrephobia. :
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have had its thare, in witholding phyfici-
ans from taking that near and fatisfa&ury

view of the difeafe they would otherwife
have done #*,

Whether to this fingle caufe, or to a va-
riation ¢ in the fymptoms, which may
poflibly be modified in fome meafure, by
the different habit of the patient, I will not
determine ; but itis certain, the diligent
enquirer will too often find his induftry re-
warded with difappointment and diffatis-
faction, upon comparing what paflfes in
the living body, with what has been writ-

F ten

* A clofe and repeated attendance, in every ftage of the
difeafe, bas convinced me, that there is no foundation for
{uch prejudice, neither of the patient’s thewing the leaft in-
clination to hurt any body, nor the laft when forcibly plung-
ed into cold water and held there, Let no one, therefore,
from an apprehenfion of danger, with-hold that afliftance
which fo dreadful a calamity calls for, |

t That this attually does happen, I am much difpofed ta
believe. 1In the two firft cafes there were fome {ymptoms
which did not occur in the latter, fuch as the Veretri fre-
quens tenfio, the conftant fpitting of a flaky mucus, &c. and
in the laft inftance the perterbation towards the end of the
difeafe was greater. The little boy walked inceflantly for
three hours under violent agitation ; the identity of fymp-
toms neverthelefs which charaerize the Hydrophobia, are
fo fingular and invariable, as will at all times {erve to diftin-
guith it from every other difeafe,



Ak OBSERVATIONS ON

ten on the fubje@&. He will frequently
meet with a tedious enumeration of {ymp-
toms, which I have been filent upon, all
of them calculated to increafe the fear of
the fpectators, fuch as fpitting at the by~
ftanders, barking, biting, &c. I much
doubt, whether thefe circumfilances ever
did happen. They are certainly not con-
tant attendants; and I am rather difpofed
10 believe, that fome things bearing a re-
mote refemblance to thefe extraordinary
appearances, have been magnified, by the
fears of the fpecator, into fuch terrifying
enormities.

The humane pathologift will with pain
contem plate the action of the canine poifon
upon the human frame; from the com-
encement of the dread of liquids (as it is
called) to the final termination of the
'-'.]ifﬂilfﬁ?.

Tt cannot have efcaped the reader’s at-
tention that in the two firft cafes, the dif-
order began with evident figns of the fto-
mach’s being affeed *. In the boy, a

' boiling
+ It appeared upen difiection, that the contents of Nourfe’s

flomach were nearly equal fo the whole of what he had taken
' during

T -
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boiling heat in that organ troubled him
much. In the man, a vomiting immedi-
ately preceded the complaint. The fto-
mach was not long in fufferance alone :
the fauces fpeedily partook of the malady,

and foon after the Ayue Pavor made its
appearance.

It is very generally believed that a con -
fiderable difficulty in {wallowing is joined
to the dread of water ; and that the Oe¢/fo-
phagus with the mufcles {ubfervient to de-
glutition are fpecially concerned in this
difeafe. The attentive obferver will find
the matter mifreprefented : the principal
foundation of the evil feems to reit upon
a morbid fenfibility both of the external and
mnternal fauces. For the fight of a liquid,
or the application of any fubftance to the
internal fauces, but more- efpecially of a
fluid, inftantly excites the moft painful
feelings. Nay, the fame fymptoms are
produced by touching the external fauces,

F 2 with

during the laft 24 hours preceding his death. The fomach
had therefore either loft that contractile power, by whichits |

contents are propelled into the duodenum ; or what is I think
more probable, there was a ftricture upon the lower orifice of
that organ which oppofed the exit of its contents.
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with a fluid ¥, or by the conta& of cold
air with thefe parts ; and nearly in as great
a degree. But a folid or a fluid fubftance
being conveyed into the Oefophagus ; the
tranfit into the ftomach is accomplithed
with little or no impediment: {o that in
fa@ the difficulty is furmounted, before
the patient is engaged in the action of

fwallowing.

Nor is the excruciating pain which never
fails to be the companion of every attempt
to drink, felt in the fauces and throat : it
is at the ferobiculus cordis, to which the
{ufferer applies his hand ; whilft a kind of
fobbing interrupted refpiration is obferva-
ble, fomewhat refembling that which a
gradual immerfion of the feet 1n very cold
water occafions ; but in a much greater
degree. The countepance is at the fame
time diftorted with the rifus fardonius. The

mufcles of the abdomen are forcibly con-
tracled,

® The increafed fenfibility is not confined to the internal
and external fauces, but the cutaneous nerves, upon the whole
Surface of the body, alfo have it in a highly morbid degree 3
forin the laft patient his interrupted fobbing refpiration with
pain at the fcrobiculus cordis, was renewed, as often as a
frefh part was touched by the undulatory motion of the warm

Wwaler.
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tratted, and a fenfe of fuffocation feems to
threaten the patient with immediate death.
From the prefence of the rifius fardonius,
from the thort interrupted mannerofbreath-
ing; from his pointing conftantly to the
Jerobiculus cordss, and from the exquifite
torture returning with fo much vehemence,
I was led to believe, that in the Hydrophobia
anew fympathy was eftablithed between the
Jauces and the diapbragm ; that the latter
was drawn into a moft {evere /pa/w as often
as any offending caufe operated upon the
former: and that the abdominal mufcles were
in the {fame manner affe&ed is clearly evin-
ced, by the contents of the urinary biadder
being at the fame time forcibly expelled.
Future obfervation will confirm or refute
this opinion : in the interim it may not be
amifs in thofe to whom the Hydrophobia
may occur, to direct their endeavours to-
wards diminifhing that mordid Senfibility
above-mentioned : which feems to give
rife to {fo much mifchief,

Amongft many other fingularities to
which the bite of a mad-dog gives rife, is
the a&ion of the poifon upon the part to
which it is -applir:d ; and by which it di-

ftinguifhes
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ftinguifhes itfeif from every other animal
or vegetabie poifon that 1 at prefent re-
colle@. For neither extraordinary inflam-
mation, nor any other circumftance which
marks its violence, is here difcernible.
Nor can the progrefs it makes towards an
admiffion into the {yftem be difcovered by
difeafed lymphaticks, betwixt the wound and
the next conglobate gland ; or what is more
common in the gland itfelf. Ewvident to-
kens betray the acion of other poifons on
a part denuded of 1its cuticular covering.
In inoculating with the vsrus of the {fmall-
pox ; the cuticle being firlt feparated, a
fmall particle of variolous matter is placed
in conta& with the part thus deprived of
its defence. An inflammation is raifed
within a certain time, and an u/cer follows,
A portion of matter which this w/eer fur-
nithes is abforbed ; pafles into the circula-
ting blood ; raifes a fever, and produces
the fame difeafe with that which furnifhed
the virus.

When the Penereal Poifon is applied to
the human frame, the external part ex-
pofed to its action is very generally firft af-

feed, and afterwards the circulating fluids,
which
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which depofite the aflimilating Leven up=
on particular parts, with fymptoms pecu-
liar to that difeafe.

The bite of the Viper alfo occafions parr
and snflammation, which are propagated a=
long the limb that ha_s been wounded.

When a wourd, however flight, is made
by an arrow, or any other weapon armed
with the Woorrara*®, or Lamas, or Ticu-
nas poifon, the firfl action is upon the
wounded part ; and immediately in quick
fucceflion, its deleterious effe&ts are com~-
municated to the common {enfory, and to
the whole frame ; and {peedy death is the
confequence. A different procefs is ob-
{ervable when the Canine poifon fthews its
baneful affeéts. The wound heals of it-
{elf, or under the moft fimple means; and
without difficulty, The limb on which
the wound was infli¢ted 4, is fcarcely more
affeGed

# Sec Bankart’s Hiftory of Guiana,

+ It muft not however be difguifed, that in two of the
‘cafes I have related, pain in the limb bitten was amongit
the firlt fymptoms which preceded the Hydrophobia ; and in
the other, where the cheek was wounded, pain and tightnefs
about the temples accompanied the commencement of the
diforder : but in neither of the examples, did the wounded
part or {cars undergo any change.
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affected than any other.part of the body s
and when the Hydrophobia appears, as
well as during its continuance, even to
the laft moment of the patient’s life, we
have {feen it continne unchanged ¥, not-
withftanding what has been faid by {fome
writers on this fubje&. Nor is there any
evidence, fo far as the obvious qualities of
the blood may be trufted, of that fluid be-
ing altered, or a&ed upon by it. Nor do
the Lymphaticks, nor the next conglobate
Glands, betwixt the part wounded and the
heart, {hew any figns of difeafe.

The diftance of time al{o from the bite,
to the appearance-of the Hydrophobia, is
different and 4 uncertain. In the boy whofe
cafe I have related, it was a2 month; in
Dr Fothergill’s patient 1t was three

2 months ;

® Freguenter notavwi caput efus werfus partem dextram, u-
bi lafus fuit a Cane, fuiffe convalfum, in qgua a Gicatrice ja-
#is infigni ex/Pitit morfus veflicium ; adeo autem ab omni do .
dove liberum, ut plane iflius morfus oblitus effet, prius quam &

difquifitione & me fafla, nunguid aliquid tale accidiffet, iffius
recordatione animum ejus perfricaffem.  Ridley’s Obferv,
Porars

+ How this variation of time in the appearance of the
Hydrophobia, is to be accounted for, I know not. Poifons
which are fuppofed to a& upon the circulating fluids, are
more manifelt and fpeedy in their operation. | E
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months; in Dr Dickfon’s it was four
months ®, and in the man 1t was nine
months.

We are then, I believe, to feek for its
ation, folely in the Nervous Syftem -,
whofe

* Vide Med. Obferv. and Enquiries, vol. III.

+ The aétion of the Canine poifon feems confined to this
part of our frame, infomuch, that it may be doubted whe-
ther the (iilalities of the blood are altered by it. It is not
my intention here, to enter upon an enquiry how far the
properties which this fluid has in circulation may be imparted
to the feveral fecretions : nor to {peak of that wonderful fa-
culty, which the various organs in the human body deftin’d
to this purpofe poffefs. The power which the living body
enjoys, of preparing fuch a diverfity of floids from the fame
commen mafs, notwithitanding all the improvements which
modern phyfiology can boaft, ftill remains a myftery that
muit attrad our admiration. Itis fufficient for my purpofe,
that the faliva of the Hydrophobus has been fufpefted to
contain a highly noxious quality, of which the breath of the
patient is fuppofed to partake. It is poffible this opinion
may be well founded, but with the reader’s permiffion I will
mention a faét or two which feem to militate againit ir,
whillt at the fame time I freely acknowledge the infufficiency
of a fingle experiment to afcertain any philofophical truth,
and much lefs fo where the intereft of the community is in-
volved in the decifion.

I never was of opinion that the Hydrophobia was a difeafe
fo highly contagious as to be propagated by the breath of
the patient, and therefore have at all times without appre-
henfion vifited thofe who have come under my care. The
example was of ufe in removing fears which the attendants
had, efpecially in the firft inftance of the difeafe, which oc-
curred to me : It is the duty.of humanity to deftroy fuch pre-

G judices
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whofe laws, altho’ we are fomewhat better
acquainted with than we were fifty years
ago, yet a much larger {hare of knowledge
is requifite, in this refpect, before a pro-
bable explanation of the feveral Fheeno~
mena attendant on the bite of the mad-
dog, can be attempted *. At prefent it
may fuffice to fay, that the poifon of the
dog, or other mad animal, a&ls upon the
nerves, by impairing and difturbing their
influence ; and this at length increafes to
{o great a degree, as to fpeedily end in 2
total extinétion of the vital principle.

, It has been hitherto a matter undeter-
mined I think, how far the Hydrophobia
was to be confidered as an inflammatory

difeafe ;

judices as foon as may be. I know not who would be brought
to attend the difeafe, were this opinion of its contagious
nature to be admitted. A nurfe who was conftantly with the
child, who very often kifled it, and who repeatedly received
its breath upon her face and mouth, has not experienced the
[eaftill effec from it. T'wo months are now elapfed, fince the
dog was inoculated with faliva taken from the laft patient ;
he continues at this time quite free from difeafe: If ata
futare period any evil fhould refult from the former, or the
rabies fhould appear in the latter, I fhall think it a duty in-
cumbent on me to inform the public of it.

# The reader will fee an attempt made to explain the ac-
tion of this poifon, in Dr Mead’s celebrated Treatife on the
{ubjeét, but not a fatisfactory one,
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difeafe ; or at leaft conne&ed with an in-
flammation of thofle parts * more particu-

larly concerned ; and in general bleeding +
with the Antiphlogiftic method has been
employed. |

The want of firmnefs in the pulfe, the
evident diminution of vital energy, with
thofe {pafms that prefent themfelves to the
notice of the Phyfician, will, I think, re-
move any doubts he may entertain as to
what clafs of difeafes it belongs. I do not

hefitate in placing it amongft the truly
{paftick ones; undifguifed by that mixture
of {ymptoms, which may fometimes mif-
lead a cautious praitioner.

iNor fhould I confider an inﬂammatory
difcolouration of the fauces (thould this
: G 2 ever

* Mordend;i defiderium, in a Cane rabido morfs, magni
nominis medicus, referebat ad inflammationem Saucium, ef
conjuniam Anginee jpeciem ; fed aperta aliguoties cadavera,
nulla inflammationis vefligia apparere. Bonet. Sepulc, Anas.
P. 188. Odbferw. 10.

+ Itis true Dr Fochergill remarks, that there was az ix-
Sammatory denfity of the blood in his patient, which induced
him to order 2 fecond quantity to be drawn. 'This, how-
ever, is an equivocal fign of the prefence of inflammation,
or even a tendency to it in the attack of a difeafe, and can-
not therefore be admitted as decifive in any refpe@t. See

Dr Fothergill's paper on the Hydrophobia. Med. Obferw.
and Enguiries, vol, iv,
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ever occur) in any other light than as an
accidental adjuné ; not of importance {uf-
ficient to induce the Phyiician to {werve
from that line of treatment which a ge-
nuine {pafmodick affection requires.

The confidence with which medicines
have been recommended to the public, as
cffeGual in the cure of this dreadful dif-
order, did at firft, I confefs, fill me with
expectation that 1t might be checked in 1ts
progrefs, and at length finally fubdued.
In this I was deceived. A medical treat-
ment more fuited to the end in veiw than
any we are yet acquainted with, is devout-
ly to be wifthed for, of fufficient efficacy
to controul a difeafe, amongft the moft a-
cute, and I believe the moft deadly, to
which mankind is expofed *.

It

% Raro wel nunguam quartum diem excedit bic morbus, com-
putando imprimis a fine primi gradus. V an Swieten’s Com-
ment, tom. 3, p. 558.

Negue Alclepiadis Sedfatores intelligibile guiddam afferunt,
qui propterea paffionem tardam putant, quia poft plurimum
tempus marfus infliéli, egri morte afficiuntur. Cum non cporteat
illud tempus agrotanti imputari, quo nondum rabie vexatur,
guippe cum necdum corpus afficiat : et quum emicuerit non habes
Superpofitiones Jeu dilationes, Sreut gui fpecialiter tardis affici=
untur paffionibus, et abboc celerrime agrotantes interficiat .}mf

; Selum
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It is not 2 pleafing tafk, to adduce to
the public another example of the failure
of a medicine, which, 'as a Prophyla&ick
and cure, has been poffefled of its good o~

pinion,

Jolum ut acuta fed etiam ut eontinua pafio. Cxl. Aurel, de
£Iydroph. Cap. 11.
Quum & nata Medicina bucufque, omnes ferve Artis Principes

aeplorent demorjorum Prophylaxin, wix uliam certam bhaberi s
et jam aquam paventinm Janatorum, exemplum dari certa fide
nullum. Boerhave’s Aphor, de cognofc. et curand. morb.
Aphor. 1139. e

The learned Commentator on Boerhave’s Aphorifims, feem;
to have nodoubt of the Hydrophobia having been cured, and
Telates the following ftory, which the reader will think of as
he pleaies. I cannot however refrain from exprefling a with
that the difeafe had been more fatisfatorily identified than
it 1s.

- Helmeontius ecalatum tefiem fe profitetur. Vidit enim tran-
Seuntem navenm, et in illa fenem nudum, funibus winétum,
babentem pondus pedibus afixum : Zona fub axillis tranfeunte
alligatus erat Antenne : & cane auntem Rabido demorfus fenex
ille jam erat Hydrophobus. Credebar Helmontius, guod mi-
Jerum fuffocare Jub agquis in animo haberent, ne propagaretur
contagium : at Nauta audacter promittebat fenem poft rediturum
Janum. Pretio impetravit Helmontius, ut focius et teflis effec
hujus curationis ; viditque quod fenem in altum prius fublatuns
in mare pracipitem dederint, et Jub aquis vetinuerint tanto
tempore, quo Pfalmus Miferere recitari potuiffer. Poffea ad
buc binis wicibus fubmerferunt, fed non tam diw : dumque
mortuum fufpicaretur Helmontius, folutis winculis cepit aguam
marinam, quam bauferat evomere, et revixit, poffea rabie
liber. Teftabatur autem Nauta, omnes Hydrophobos fic fanari
poffe.  Van Swieten’s Comment. Tom. 3d. Page 559.

The Unicum remedium of Celfus is a remedy of the {ame

kind., 7Zide Auc. Corn. Celfus Lib. 5. Cap. xxvil.
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pinion, and of unfhaken reputation ; but
truth demands it.---The danger of acqui-
efcing under an exhibition of the Ormflirk
Medicine, is now evident, and will, I hope,
create a due degree of caution in thofe, to
whom they who are fo unfortunate as to
be bit by a mad animal, may commit them-
felves.

Of the great variety of remedies which
have had their day of reputation, there is
not one which has not pofiefled the credit,
fome time or other, of preventing the

noxious effets arifing from the bite of a
mad-dog,

A more adequate experience has with
all of them difcovered the deception. Of
between twenty and thirty perfons * who
were bit by the dog which gave the fatal
wound to the poor boy, not one felt the
leaft ilt effect but himfelf; and I find up-
on enquiry, this has frequently been the

cafe.

* In the contemplation of fo dreadful a difeafe, there is
fome comfort derived from knowing that the Hydropbobia is
by no means the inevitable confequence of being bit by a

mad animal ; the chance is in favor of the perfons not feel-
ing any bad effect from the bite, altho’ no means, by way of

prevention, are employed ; as mult appear from the fact
ibove-mentioned:
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cafe. In the above number were fome
who took the Ormikirk Medicine; others
went to the falt water ; and a part of them
made ufe of no remedy ; yet thefe fared e-
qually well with the moft attentive to their
injury. The fame thing has often happened
before ; and much merit, I doubt not, has
been attributed to the medicine takea, from
that celcbrated one, of Sir George Cobb,
down to the infallible one which my good

Lady Bountiful’s Receipt-Book furnifhes.

Amongft all the Prophylacticks now in
ufe, I would recommend an application of
the aétual Cautery *, to the part immedi-
ately after the bite; or, what I thould
prefer to this, a dilatation of the wound

if

* Morgagni fuppofing with Salixs, that the firft figns of
the approach of thé difeafe were to be found in the part that
was wounded, propofes to prevent its further progrefs by
taking the piece out. Now adeo difficilis ni partis conditio
interdum obflaret, effet preforvatio, wel abimminente jant
morbo, fi cum primulum dolores, aut pruritus, ut etiam ali-
guando.contigit, ali@ve mutationes in fanata carne oboriren
tury confeflim paule plus, de hac abfeinderetuy, quam oling
fuerat demorfum, aut alie cadem inureretar. I fhould very
much doubt whether this would be of fervice to the patient, if
the Hycdrophobia had made its appearance in any degree.
Pain in the limb wounded is a fymptom with which the dif-
eafe feems to commence. ¥id. Morgagni de Canfis et Sedie
bus Morborum per dnatomer indigatis,
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if fmall, filling it with gun-powder, and
fetting fire to it: This would produce 2
laceration of the part, would fecure a free
and continued difcharge for fome time, and
pofiibly the action of ignited gun-powder
upon the poifon, may have its ufe.

Difproportionate ds the means we now
pofiefs, may be found to the cure of the
Hydu}phohia, [ fear we muit as yet be
tontented with them. It is not from rea-
foning on the vilcidity of the Canine Sa-
liva, or on the acid quality of the poifon,
that we are to expect any ufeful improve-
ment, in the treatment of fo terrible a
difeafe, but from weli authenticated Cafes
recorded with accuracy. Let us accumu-
late facts “ere we begin to reafon, and con-
du¢t this with a ftri regard to the efta-
blithed laws of the animal cconomy.
T his method of improvement may be flow
in its progrefs, but will in the end make
us more intimately and ufefully acquaint-
ed with the difeafe.

I know not any diforder to which the hu-
man race is expofed, where medicine fhews
fo little power as in the Hydrophobia. The

difeafe,
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diforder, from its firft appearance, poflefics
the frame {o entirely, as to render it {upe-
rior to the controul of the moft powerful
remedies which the Materia Medica af-
fords, and {o continues to 1ls termination
in death. Opium, tho’ given with more
than common freedom *, does not procure
cven a thort fufpence from thofe violent
{pafms, and exceflive perturbation, with
which the miferable patient is tormented ;
nor does it betray the leaft narcotic quality,
when given even to the amount of half 2
dram for a dofe., The fedative powers of
the warm Bath proved greater than Opium,
but cid not materially affect for any time
the violence of the fymptoms ; and after a
few repetitions it ceafed to have any vifible
action. Mercurial Qintment, which pof~
fefles in no mean degree a power of allay-

ing inordinate contra&ions when applied

externally, was of no avail, altho’ ufed in
an Herculean quantity. One of the moft
powerful mercurial preparations given in-

ternally,

* In the courfe of fourteen hours the firft patient {fwallowed
57 grains of Opium, befides half an ounce of Laudanum,
which was given in a Clyfter, and what was applied to the
throat externally. In the laft Cafe, Opium was given by ne
means with a fparing hand to achild eight years old.
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ternally, with thofe taken from other me~
tals, mufk, feetid medicines, and camphire,
were found upon trial equally ineffectual
in procuring the patient a refpite from his
increafing difeafe. A fudden immerfion in
cold water carried to an extremity, made
a more manifeft impreflion upon the ma-
lady; but no laftipg or effential advantage
was gained by this, forcibly as the common
fenfory and whole nervous fyftem muft
have been acted upon by it. At prefent I
cannot propofe to myfelf any other plan of
treatment which promifes to be more fuc-
cefsful. May accident, induftry, or the
wifdom of our profeffion {peedily provide
us with means more adequate to the re-
moval of one of the greateft calanmities to
which mankind is expofed! I have feen
enough of it to gratify all my curiofity,
fully to fatisfy me of the nature of the
difeafe, and to make me fincerely wifh a
a fourth example may not occur, until
1 am better prepared to meet {0 formidable
an enemy.

Ok
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CASARIAN SECTION.

SH A LL preface the following detail

of the Cez/arian Seftion, with fome ac-
count of the poor woman’s health, who was
the fubject of it, previous to her Pregnancy;
from whence it will appear, that other
caufes may alter the firm texture of bones,
fo as to occafion a diftortion, befides a 70r-

bid [oftnefs, of which we have fome curious
examples recorded.

ErizaseTs HuTcuinson, aged forty,
was in the year 1775 admitted an In-patient
of the Leicefter-Infirmary, having a Para-
lyfis of the lower limbs. She was the mo-
ther of five children, all of which {he had
brought into the world, without any other
circumfitances, than the ordinary ones at-
tendant on Labour. Since her laft child,

v - a
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a great deformity of the Spine had taken
place, and as appeared afterwards, of the
bones of the Pefvis alfo. She left the In-
firmary, after a refiderice of fix months, in
many refpects better for the treatment the
had there received, and continued after her
difmiffion, to recover f{till more the ufe of
her limbs. About a twelvemonth after this
the found herfelf breeding ; and went her
full time without any thing occuring fingu-
lar enough to deferve notice.

Upon her being feized with Labour- pains,
a female Accoucheur was called to her affift-
dnce, who finding the Pelvis uncommonly
{mall, and that the labour did not advance
after two days attendance, defired fome fur-
ther help might be procured. Mr. Atkinfon,
a Surgeon of Leicefler, was fent for; who
upon examining the ftate of the parts, was
fully fatisfied that the Pelvis was much
fmaller than any hec had ever met with be-
fore. He found the deformity (occafioned
in part by the diftortion of the laft Lumbar
Vertebra) exceedingly great ; and as he then
thought a feparation of the Symplyfis of the
Offa Pubis, but notwithftanding this, it was

abfolutely impofiible to introduce his hand :
Noy
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Nor from the uncommon narrowneft of the
Pelvis, could the head of the child make

any progrefs.

In a Cafe {o fingular, and withal {o dan-
gerous, he defired to have the advantage of
a confultation. Accordingly Mr. Fox, a
gentleman of this town, eminently {kilful
in thrat branch of bufinefs, and of great ex<
perience, immediately went with him to
the poor woman.  Upon availing himfelf of
the neceflary examination, he was immedj-
ately imprefled, as the former had been,
with the impra&icability of introduacing
more than two fingers, and of the very little
chance there was of her being delivered ;
unlefs nature fhould contrive fome other
means of {urmounting this difficulty, than
their imagination could fuggeft : for it did
not appear to either of them, that the dia-
meter of the Pelvis, from the Offz Pubss to
the Sacrum, was more than an inch and an
half, to which the diftance from one Yehium
to the other feemed to bear a pretty exact
proportion. Under thefe circumtances they
did me the honnur to defire 1 would meet
them, with the remaining part of their Bre-
thren refident in Leicefter; and by a candid

unreferved



64 Of the CRSARIAN SECTION.

unreferved comparifon of opinion, to devife
fome means if pofiible, of affifting the poor
woman ; ‘ere the laft method, with which
the Profeffion is acquainted, was put into
execution ; for the child had not made the
jeaft advance, fince her labour began. The
woman was wearied with fruitles pains
and her ftrength much reduced, notwith-
ftanding fome flumber had now and then
been procured by the occafional adminiftra-
tion of Extr. Thebaic. The poor object was
now removed, from a dark inconvenient
cold room, to a warm one in the Leicefter-
Infirmary. Foraltho® Women with Child
are not allowed to lye-in there, the fingu-
larity and urgency of this cafe, in the opi-
nion of every one, made a very fair excep-
tion to a general rule. She was accordingly
carried in a Sedan-chair, to a warm apart-’
ment in that Houfe.

Seven Gentlemen of the Faculty, in fuc-
ceflion, futisfied themielves, that, notwith=-
ftanding her waters were faid to have come
away fome days before, yet the membranes
with a portion of fluid, prefented, them-
{elves to the touch’; all but onc agreeing
in the impoflibility of introducing more

than
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than two fingers. This Gentleman ex-
prefling his hopes, that by a further delav,
the might be delivered, by means which
are praifed daily ; a refpite of fix hours
was given her, notwithftanding the mani-
feft decline in her ftrength. At the ex-
pira;ion of this period, the remaining por-
tion of water came away ; and in the in-
terim, fhe had taken a little food, and got
now and then fome difturbed fleep.

The perfon above fpoken of, after this
interval, made a fecond attempt to intro-
duce his hand ; this put the woman to ex-
quifite pain, and proved as ineffeGtual as
every former one.  What was now to be
done ! The child was alive and vigorous ¢
the woman’s ftrength extremely exhauft-
ed ; her labour not the leaft advanced, from
the firft hour : and the Pelvis fo {traight,
that fhould 1t be thought advifable, to
rifque faving the mother’s life, at the ex-
pence of the child’s ; nobody could under~
take to ufe an inftrument with any cestain-
ty, in the {pace of an inch and an half;
and this, in the opinion of every one, was

the largefl fpace this ill-formed Pelvis af-
forded.
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forded. It was therefore concluded te
mention to her, the extreme danger of her
fituation, both to herfelf and child ; and
to propofe taking the latter from her, by
the affliltance of the 4Znife; the alternative
of this propofal being, in the judgement
of every one, the inevitable death of both
mother and child. The tatk of mention-
ing this dreadful expedient to her, was al-
lotted to me; and I muft confefs, the ve-
ry general want of {uccefs, when the Cez-
farean Seftion has been performed, under
every advantage that fkill could afford,
made it an office moft unpleafing.---The
poor woman, though fully apprized of the
danger, readily gave her confent; and e-
very preparation being made, and the Af-
fiftants commodioufly placed, each having
his fhare of the bufinefs allotted to him,
Mr Adtkinfon began the operation, by mak-
ing an incifion on the left fide of the Ab-
domen, thro’ the fkin, and Addipofe Mem-
brane, about fix inches in length; the
Abdominal Mufcles were then divided,
and afterwards the Perifoneum ; when the
Uterus in Surw was difcovered 3 this was
cautioufly wounded, firt by puncéuring

1t
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it with a lancet, and afterwards with a
probe pointed knife, to the extent of four
inches : Immediately the Placenta protrud-
ed itfelf ; it was inftantly removed, by an
attentive expert afliftant, when a healthy
full-grown child was difcovered, with its
breech prefented to the Os Uzeri *. 'This
was extra¢ted without the leaft injury, in
the courfe of a few feconds; the lips of
the wounded Uterus being gently flipped
over its head, with all the caution which
an organ of that importance, under fuch
an injury, demanded. The effufion of
blood was inconfiderable ; but a large por-
tion of the #nzefiines, much inflated, were
puthed out, and gave the Affiftants fome
troubie ; their return however was entire
ly eftected, and the operation finithed, by

uniting the external wound with the gud/-
led Suture.

The operation was performed on Friday
evening, and immediately after this, an
I anodyne.

* This pofition of the child confirmed the propriety, and
neceflity of the operation, for to a Pelvis fo ill formed, as to
render the exit of the child impoflible, was added a prater-
natural prefentation, which could only be altered, by intro-
ducing the hand into the Uterus: How impraéticable this
was, has been before taken notice of.
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anodyne draught, with thirty drops’ of
Tindt. Thebaic was adminiftered ; a Clyfter
confifting of an infufion of Cammomile
Flowers, with Olive Oif, was ordered to
be injeted in four or five hours, and the
whole Abdomen was to be covered with

{calded bran, inclofed in a flannel bag,
which was to be kept there during the
night.

On Saturday morning upon vifiting her,
I found fhe had paflfed the night without
pain, and had flept a little. She had taken
near a pint of Sago, Panada, and Broth, at
different times, and this without ficknefs
or vomiting. In the morning it was dif=
covered, that a confiderable portion of In-
teftine, had infinuated itfelf betwixt the
flitches, which were three in number, and
feemed when made, quite fufficient to keep
the lips ot the wound accurately in union
this was returned into the Abdemen, and
two more lutures were added to retain it
there. The countenance of the poor crea-
ture was ghaftly ; there was a general cold-
nels over the frame, and her pulic was ve-
ry feeble; fhe alfo complained much of

fullnefs in her ftomach, and of a general
uneafinefs ;
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uneafinefs ; the Clyfter was not yet come
away; a Cordial ‘fulep was ordered, of
which fhe was to take fome {poonfuls fre-
quently ; her room was to be kept very
quiet, and bladders of warm water were
to {upply the place of the former Fotus,
which from 1ts moifture was found incon-
venient ; and as a means of procuring an
evacuation by the inteftinal Canal, fhe was
directed to take two drams of the O/. Ri-
cinz, in fome broth at intervals, until a
ftool or two was procured. A ftriét in-
junction was alfo left, that fome of the
before-mentioned {poon-meats, thould be
given in {mall quantity, as often as her
{tomach would receive them.

On Sunday morning I found fhe had
pafled the night cafy, and had gota good
deal of fleep : Her pulfe was fuller and
firmer, her refpiration free, her faculties
clear, there was a moderate fweat upon
the fkin ; the wound was fore, but not
painful, excepting when fhe infpired deep-
ly; her tongue was covered with a brownith
cruft ; her thirft was troublefome ; fhe
had made water twice in the night, but
had no ftool yet fince the Operation. A
| I 2 purgative



7o  Of the CA&SARIAN SECTION.

purgative Clyfter was th.s morning inject-
ed, which was returned without bringing
any ftool with it; upon injedting this
“Clyfter it was difcovered that the Sphinéier
Ani had loft its contractile power, making
no refiftance to the admiffion of the pipe,
nor did it retain any portion of the Clyfter
when injected ; She had vomited near a
pint and an half, of a blackifh coloured
flnid : fince which fthe had taken about a
pint of Caudle, made with malt liquer,
and this at her own requeft ; which re-
mained eafy upon her ftomach. Halfa
pint of warm Cil was to be injected as a
Clyfter ; to be kept, if poflible, by artifi=
cial means, and to be repeated occafion-
ally. She did not complain as yefterday
of fullnefs at her ftomach ; had laft night
ten drops of Tinét. Thebawc, in fome {mall
Rum and Water. Fifteen drops were or-
dered to be taken in the evening, repeating
this in an hour or two, if there fhould be

occalion.

Monday Morn. She vomited this morn-
ing quite as much as the 'whole food the
had taken the preceding day and night;
" _neither the Caftor Oil, nor the Clyiters, had
procured
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procured any ftool ; her pulfe was irregular,
feeble, and fcarcely to be felt ; the coldnefs
over her whole frame was again returned ;
her countenance was more ghattly ; every
thing leemed to wear a moit unpromifing
alpect ; her intelle@s were perfect; the haa
taken Caudle freely ; her Anodyne was or-
aered to be repeated at night ; the Bladders
to the Abdomen were to be continued, and
a Solution of Manna was fubftituted for the
Caftor Oil, as the latter made her fick; a
Clyfter of broth, made of fheep’s-head,
was alfo to be injected once in eight hours,
or until a flocl was procured.

Tuefday Morn. Had nnt vomited, nor
had any ftool yet; continues to take her
foed ; her pulfe was more regular and firm-
er’; her countenance lefs ghaftly ; the com-
plained of fullnefs at her ftomach ; and had,
during the courfe of the cvening, three
{tools, two of which were loofe, She died
at three o’clock in the morning. ~ A con-
fequence that I believe will very generally
follow f{uch a wound of the Uterus, with
its unavoidable expo/ure to the air.

Upon
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Upon opening the Abdomen, which was
very confiderably increafed in its bulk,
from flatus in the inteftines ; there was no
coagulated or fluid blood found in its ca-
vity, but a quantity of dark coloured feetid
matter. 'The Inteftines were not inflamed
nor difeafed, excepting a fmall portion of
she I/ium about the fize of halt-a-crown,
which was of a dufky brown colour and
adhered to the external wound. The Userus
was contracted nearly as much as it afually
e, at that diftance of time after delivery.
T he wound made in its (ubftance, was not
in the leaft clofed. ‘That part of it which
was extended above the Offz Pubis, (and
from the {mallnefs of the Pelvzs, this was
the greater portion) was of a deep dufky
colour, and in a ftate of fphacelus.

The Plates annexed exhibit a moft fa-
tisfactory view of the diftorted incommo-
dious Pelvis, which gave occafion to fo ter-
tible an operation, and will render any de=~
feription of the bones here unneceflary.
The Reflections on Dividing the Symphyfis of
the Offa Pubis which has Deen propofed
under fimilar circumftances as a fubftitute
for the Cefarian SeCtion, by M, Sigault and

Le¢
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Le Roy, cannot but prove very acceptable
to the intelligent reader, and it is to be
hoped will prove a feafonable check (at
lealt on this fide the water) to the ardour

with which thofe gentlemen recommend
that operation.

The child was found to have an imper-
forated Penzs, but this inconvenien ce was
cffetually removed, by a flight punéture
with the lancet : He has fince been bap-
tized under the name of Julius Ceefar ; is
a healthy fine boy, now fomewhat more
than a year old, ard likely to live,

To
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o D VAU GH AN,
at L Ea3.¢ RS TiER

DEAR SIR,

W HE N you were pleafed to fend me

the pefvis of your unhappy patient, you
were defirous that it might be made as ufe-

ful as poffible. I look upon every thing of
that kind wiiich is given to me, as a prefent
to the public; and confider myfelf as thereby
called upon to ferve the public with more
diligence. To fulfil that duty, I have ex-
hibited the pefvis at my lectures, with many
others of fingular cenformation, both to
explain that {pecies of mollities gffium, and
to illuftrate fome ebfervations which I made
upon a fubjet of a very interefting nature,
viz. the operation newly introduced into
praflice, of cutting the Symphyfis of the
Offa Pubis. Some time after my courfe of
leGtures was finithed, it happened to.be my
turn, in rotation, at 2 quarterly meeting of
phyficiang, to read a paper upon {ome me-
dical fubje&. 1 chofe that operation for my
fubjec, becaufe I thought at this time 1t

might
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might be particularly feafonable : and for
the fame reafon I fend it to you, that, if you
think it will be ufeful, you may publifh it
in the fecond edition of your book, which
you inform me is foon to be put to the prefs.

Since the paper was drawn up, I have
read Mr. Le Roy’s pamphlet, which he wag
plealed to fend me lately. This gave rife
to a few additional refleions, which I
have thrown into two notes,

1am, &c. &c. &c,

|

Sept. 10tk

1778, "
WILLIAM HUNTER.

K REFLEC-
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REFLECTIONS,

FACULTY oF MEDICINE

at PARISS

RELATIVE TO THE

OPERATION o= CIITTING ToE

SYMPHYSIS of the OSSA PUBIS.

IN fome of the moft deplorable condi-
tions to which the human body is liable,
the Profeflors of Surgery and Midwifery
have had firmnefs enough for the fake of
faving life, to recommend operations which
our very nature feems to abhor.

In {uch cafes, the determination appears
fometimes to be founded on a bare calcu-
lation of the chances for life; and the rule
remedium potius anceps, quat nuflun, 1s per=
haps too often held out as an unerring

guide.

Men of humanity, as well as of a rea-

- {oning faculty, need not be told, that in
defperate
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defperate cafes, our judgment and pratice
are not to be regulated mertly by the
chances with refpect to life. The fufter-
ings of the patient, both in body and mind,
thouid be fairly put into the fcale, againft
the better chance for life. In fuch a trial,
1 have feen a patient pay a much higher
price, in fufferings, than the little chance
of faving life was worth.

Thefe refleGtions fhould be efpecially in
our mind, when we are to give an opinion
in any cafe of the Czfarian Se&ion, or of
cutting the Symphyfis of the Offa Pubis.
And, in calculating the chances of a life
to be faved, we thould take care to make a
juft eftimate of the life itfelf. Thus, in
more advanced age, the value of it is lefs
in proportion ; it is lefs too, in proportion
as it is to be attended with pains or infir-
mities, or with whatever will diminith or
deftroy the enjoyments of life. Exiftence
is {0 nearly equal to nothing, that its real
value muft arife from its conneétion with
fome kind of enjoyment ; and where, up=
on the whole, there is none, life is either
worth nothing, or a pofitive evil,

K 2 The
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The value of life rifes likewife in pro=
portion to the defire of life, and the dread
of death. The life of the mother is, for
that reafon, almoft of an incomparably
greater value than that of an unborn child;
a being which, we may fuppofe, has no
enjoyment, and has neither a defire to live,
nor fear to die. This appears to be rea~
fonable ; and experience thews it to be the
dictate of nature, as well as common fenfe.
1 have lived thirty-nine years in one of the
largeft cities in the world, and, for the
greater part of that time, in a very ac-
tive ftation; fo that numbers of dange-
rous cafes muft have come within my
knowledge, and thefe among all ranks of
mankind ; yet I never, in any inftance
whatever, knew the life of the child put-
into any fort of competition with that of
the mother, by the hufband, or any other
perfon.

When adventurous, bold, or dangerous
opinions in the healing art, are propofed or
practifed by an individual, no great, or at
leaft no extenfive mifchief will readily en-
fue. A fufpicion of the author’s partiality
weakens his influence, and brings doubt

and
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and caution along with his new opinion.
If it ftrikes a praitioner with the appear-
ance of utility, he weighs it in his own
mind, gets all the lights which he can
procure, confults his moft intelligent and

experienced acquaintance ; and after all, if
he refolves to try it, ftill he fets about it

with fome hefitation or diffidence, and

therefore with every precaution that he can
devife.

It is time only, and a variety of experi-
ence that can finally decide upon the utility
of a new practice. When once it is fairly
ftarted before the public, tho’ it may meet
with unreafonable oppofition, if it can bear
the teft of general experience, it can hardly
lofe its ground : it may be kept down for a
time ; but muft prevail in the end. $o it
has happened to the Peruvian bark, Inocu-
lation, and many other improvements.

On the contrary, with whatever appro-
bation a new propofal of this kind be re-
ceived, and however encouraging the prof-
pect may be, at fetting out, or even after
fome trials ; if it cannot bear the teft of
general experience, it muft fall into dif-

repute ;
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repute ; as it has actually happened to the
hypogaftric {feCtion for the ftone in the blad-
der, and to a thoufand pretended improve-

ments in phyfic and furgery.

But, when a large body of refpetable,
jearned and grave men, reafonably fuppo-
fed to be competent judges, embrace a no-
velty in pradtice, with unbounded appro-
bation ; and by their teftimony, and ho-
nours publicly conferred, give credit and
fplendour to an opinion, which fhould be
put upon its trial with great circum{pecti=
on, and finally judged of by much experi-
ence ; a door may thereby be opened to
great and irreparable mifchief ; by letting
loofe upon mankind, the moft mifchievous
members of fociety, the ignorant and rafth
practitioners. It is giving all the encou-
ragement and prote&ion, which fuch un-
feeling plunderers of the diftrefled could
defire.

When any thing of this kind happens, it
furely becomes the duty of all thofe who
may have any influence, not to oppofe, but
to watch the innovation ; and to check in-

confiderate ardour and precipitancy : fo
that,
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that, as far as reafon and experience can
guide, we may determine whether the
practice which is recommenrded be at all
advifable ; and if it be, what are the par-
ticular cafes that are fiz, and what thofe
that are unfit for the new practice.

Without afcertaining this diftin&ion, a
new practice, falutary and ufeful perhaps
in a few rare cafes, may very naturally, by
an indifcriminate and frequent ufe, do
much more harm than good. This fenti-
ment will not furprize thofe of the pro-
feflion, who know my opinion of the For-
ceps, for example, in midwifery. 1 admit
that it may fometimes be of fervice, and
may {ave either the mother or child. I have
fometimes ufed it with advantage; and,
I believe, never materially hurt a mother
or child with it, becaufe I always ufed it
with fear and circumfpeion. Yet, I am
clearly of opinion, from all the information
which I have been able to procure, that
the Forceps (midwifery inftruments in ge-
neral, I fear) upon the whole, has done
more harm than good.
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I am under apprehenfions that the fame
thing may hereatter be faid of the new
pra&ice of fliiting the joint of the Ofa
Pubis to make room for the paffage of a
child, when the Pelvis is too narrow.

To raife a popular cry agaioft this
pradtice, before it is well underftood,
would be unfair ; and would be fhew-
ing an unbecoming difrefpect to the in-
cenuity, and no doubt humane inten-
tions of Mefirs. Sigault, Camper, and Le
Roy, the authors of this operation. We
" would only wifh that it may be received
with moderation and doubt ; that we may
advance with great caution, receive light as
it comes upon us with experience ; and
finally, approve, or reject upon folid ground,
and at as little expence to human na-
ture as poffible. If it thould be adopted,
it muft, from the nature of the thing, be
very neceflary to reftrain it, within proper
bounds.

In the mean time, we fhould try to guefs
at its true value, and determine, as far as
our prefent lights will permit, in what
cafes it promifes to be of ufe, and in what

cafes it fhould feem pernicious.
Firft,
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Firft, Let us confider its fuppofed ad-
vantages, as a fubftitute for the Czfarian
Operation ; that 15, with a view of faving
the mother or child, when otherwif both

muit be loft,

Secondly, Let us judge as well as we
now can, how far it may be advifeable, in
fome very difficalt labours, with the view
of faving the child; in thofe cafes efpeci-
ally, for which the eftablithed practice in
this country recommends the crozchez.

To afift our judgment upon thefe two
important queftions, we fhall premife fome
remarks upon the nature of the operation
itfelf, viz. cutting through the Symphyfis
of the Pubis, and forcing the bones to a
certain diftance from each other. I have
had occafion to perform this {o often upon
dead bodies, that I do notapprehend I can
be much miftaken on this fubje&.

1. It 1s extremely difficult to execute it
with a zbick knife, however fharp in the
edge. The ligamentous and griftly fub=
ftance between the bones is fo incompref=
fible, that it will hardly make room for
the thicker part of the knife to follow its

L edge ;
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edge ; but a thin knife goes thro’ it with
great eafe.

2. Whoever has had a little pradice,
will find, that it may be executed without
any danger of wounding the Bladder or
Urethra ; becaufe in cutting cautioufly with
a thin knife, from above downwards and
inwards, the inftant that the whole is cut
through, there is both a particular found,
which informs us that the bufinefs is done,
and the two bones fly afunder to a fenfible
diftance.

3. When the Symphyfis is compietely di-
vided, the Offa Pubis feparate fo little a
way, that fome force 1s neceffary to pro-
duce an interval of half an inch; and up-
on encreafing the force, till the fpace of
interval comes to two inches and an half,
there is a continued crath, from the tear-
ing of the ligamentous fibres at the pofte-
rior joints, viz. at the fides of the Sacrum.
This, tho’ requiring great force, is eafily
effe@ed, by bringing the thighs to right
angles with the trunk of the body, and
prefling the knees gradually outwards and

backwards. In that way, a {mall force
; has
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has a great effeé, becaufe it has the ad-
vantage of a long lever, and is affifted by
almoit the whole weight of the lower ex-
tremities.

4. When fuch a violent feparation of
the Offa Pubis has been produced, the Sa-
crum and Offa Innominata remain in con-
tact, only at their poflerior parts ; the li-
gaments that conne& them at the fore part
being all, more or lefs, torn afunder.

5. The mifchief that may enfue upon
cutting one joint ot the Pelvis, and tear-
ing the other two afunder, can be alcer-
tained by experience only. It is propofed,
that the incifion at the Pubes (hall not pe-
netrate into the cavity of the Abdomen. If,
by accident, that fhould happen, the ope-
ration would of courfe be very dangerous.
Lacerations of tendons, ligaments, and
flethy parts, when not complicated with
an external wound, generally heal up in a

kindly manner, 2s we {ee in cafes of the
ruptured Tendo Achillis, diflocations, and

fractures.

But, on the other hand, at the time of
parturition, the body is remarkably dif-
L 2 pofed
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pofed to an inflammatory fever, which is
always very dangerous when it rifes to any

height ; and therefore, whatever expofes
the body to confiderable inflammation at
that time. we may prefume, muft be at-
sended with fome danger. And it muft
likewife be remembered, that women who
are exceedingly crooked, are commonly {o

weak, that they eafily fink under any great
difeale *.
o

® Tt will require feeing what the confequences altually are,
3n a nomber of cafes, and efpecially under different itates of
health, before we can be juftified in faying that no mifchief
is to be apprehended from what muft happen to the Sacro-
iliac joint.

On this part, Mr. Le Roy, with the partiality natural to
the author of a new opinion, feems to be 100 little apprehen-
five and too decided. His opinion s firlt, that the ligaments
will firctch in the living body, beyond what we fhould ima-
gine from making experiments on the dead : and fecondly,
<hat diflocations of that jeint, with {fuch lacerations of the
ligaments as may happen, if properly treated, wili heal up,
without 111 confequences.

I believe, on the contrary, thatany force applied to tear
the body, will produce nearly the fame mechanical effeéts on

the living, and on the dead. The fame force that pulls off
an arm, for example, from a dead body, would do fo, if
that body were alive. "L'here is no proof, I believe, that
life gives additional frength, either to foft fibres or to in-
flexible bones : it ouly gives them a wenderful power of re-

pairing the injury.
i As
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To return from this digreflion, to the
two great queftions before us.

We fhall readily allow, that the Cafa-
rian Section, though it may fave the child,
will almoft always be fatal to the mother,

and

As to any property which living ligaments pofiefs of ftretch-
ing, under violence, and permitting diflocations without la-
ceration, I have long taught that, tho’ a very general opinion»
it feems not to have been founded on obfervation. Liga-
ments will not ailow of diflocations i1n dead bodies without
laceration: and elaiticity, to any degree, either in ligaments
or tendons, would ill agree with their ufe, in living bodies,
which is, to keep the parts ftrongly together. Ard accord-
ingly fince this opinion has rouzed attention and examination,
every cafe of a recent diflocation that I have known exami-
ned, has been found complicated with a laceration of the

ligaments.

As to the fecond opinion, tho’ diflocations of the arm gene-
rally do well, we fee fo many miferable and incurable effets
of diflocations, and of ftrains upon joints, arifing either from
the pecuiiarity of the local injury, or from the ftatc of the
conititution, that I think we muft not yet venture to fay a
diflocation of the Sacram and Iliim will produce no il! effects.
Our Author, whom we mult refpe for his candour as well as
ingenuity, at the fame time that we examine his doétrine
with the freedom that becomes fcience, produces three in-
{ftances of {uch a diflocation., The two firlt ended fatally ;
and they were certainly known, by the examination of the
dead bodies ; and the laft, as it is related by Baffius, is by
no means proved to be a diflocation of the Sacrum, nor is
there, in my opinion, the leaft probabilicy that it was ; and
therefore we mufl not venture to build upon itin this inte-
refting quefjion.
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and therefore that it can never be of much
fervice to mankind. Yet, were the new
operation to fave both in fuch cafes, infi-
nite as the advantage would be to a few in-
dividuals, the commuanity would reap but
lictle from it, becaufe it is a cafe that oc-
curs fo very feldom. 1In this great city and
its neighbourhood, it has happened but
twice, I believe, in thirty-nine years; I
might fay, in a much longer pericd. Now,
to compare the value of the two different
praices: Suppofing the life of the mo-
ther to be always loft in one way, ard
always faved in the other, it would ouly
amount to one life faved, out of above
twenty millions of people in twelve months. -
Almoft every circumftance of human af-
fairs, if attended to, would be found to
have a greater effet in faving or taking a-
way life. If this be a juft eftimate, it is
evident that Mr Sigault was hurried into
a little extravagance when he faid, (p. 2d
of his Memoire), that for want of a more
gentle and fafe method than the Czfarian
operation. ¢ La {ociete, la patrie perdoi-
¢ ent tous les jours une infinite des cito-
ETens. -

If
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If the C=farean Operation has been more
often performed at other times, or i other
places, much may be reafonably charged to
the account of injudicious pratice ; whether
it arofe from an ill-grounded opinion, which
fome practitioners have cherithed, that it is
not very dangerous ; or, for want of know-
ing how much may be done, in very alarm-
ing cafes, by a patient ufe of other means.

But, in the true cafe for the Caxfarian
Operation, viz. when, without that dread-
ful refource, there is reafon to believe that
both the mother and child will be loft, it
{eems impracticable to fave the child, by
flitting the Symphy/is of the Offa Pubis » and
therefore this operation can never be adopt-
ed, with that view, as a fubftitute for the
Cafarean Se&ion.

To put this fa@, which is of fo much
importance, beyond all doubt, we fhall ex-
amine the Pelvis, in both the women upon
whom the operation was performed in
London, and of the woman at Leicefter, all
of which have been carefully preferved. A
figure of the pefvis of Dr., Cooper’s firft
patient, for the accuracy of which I can

vouch,
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vouch, has been publithed in the 4th vol.
of Mediral Obfervations and Enguiries. I
have annexed an accurate, tho’ {flight figure
of the pelvis of Dr. Vaughan s patient at
Leicefter; and fhall give an accouut of Dr.
Cooper’s fecond c:tﬁ... The firft ficure of
the firft plate, 1s a view of the pelvis of
Dr. Vaughan’s patient, to thew in looking
down upon it, the exa& dimenfion of its
cavity. ‘This paper being intended, not for
{tudents of anatomy but for practitioners in
‘midwifery, it would be unneceflary to point
out the differient parts of the bones by
letters of reference. The material circum-
fiance to be obferved 1is, the /erge circle
that can be defcribed between the Sacrun
and the Oz Pubis : it is pointed out by a
circle of dots, and amounts to one inch and
five fixteenths in diameter. In the fame
plate, the fecond figure exprefles the largeft
circle of the fame kind, in Dr. Cooper’s
firft patient ; and in the third figure is feen
that of his fecond patient. The firft plate
thews, thzn, at one glance of the eye, the
unhappy condition of thofe three patients,
previous to the Operation.

The
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The firlt figure of the fecond plate thews
clearly, all the fpace that could have been
obtained in Dr. Vaughan’s patient, by {lit-
ting the Symphyfis, and tearing the snno-
minate 2funder from the Sacrum, till the
Offa Pubis feparated to the diftance of two
inches and an half. The Jargef? circle that
could then be defcribed, in the interval of
the bones of the Pefvzs, amounts only to
two inches and a quarter in diameter ;
which the authors of the new operation fay
will not allow a living child to pafs. Mr.
Sigault’s Operation was founded upon the
fuppofition that the pelvis was only two
inches and an half wide, The fecond figure
in this plate, exhibits the fame circnm-
ftance with regard to the Pelvis of Dr.
Cooper’s firft patient ; where the inlarged
circle amounts only to two inches and
three-fixteenths in diameter. The third

figure of the fecond plate reprefents the
enlarged circle in the Pelvis of Dr Cooper’s
fecond patient. To put the whole into a
few words : The firft plate fhews the largeft
circle that could pafs through the Pe/vis of

thofe three women in the united ftate of
bones; and the fecond plate reprefents the

fame fort of circles when the Offa Pudis
M were
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were feparated to the diftance of two in-
ches and an half. s )

T {uch cafes as thefe then (and in fuch
only would the pra&itioners of this coun-
try think of the Cexfartan Se&ion), it 1s
plain, that the zew operation could nof

have {aved both the mother and child, and
cannot, with that view, be admitted as a

{ubftitute for the Cafarian operation *.
We

@ Mr. Le Roy is of opinion that in any Pelwvis, by the
feparation of the ©fa Pubis, we may make room for the
largelt head : he fays, page 28, ¢ Si vous eufliez demontre
< que fur le baffin le plus mal conformé vous pouviez fair
¢ franchir la téte la plus volumineufe,” and he repeats nearly

, the fame thing a little after, viz. page zg, *‘ au moyen de
¢ quoi (deux pouces €t demi d’ecartement) méme fur un-

-

¢t baflin mal conformé, on fera franchir une téte volumi-
¢ neufe.”’

The fame anthor recommends cutting the Symphyfis in a
Pelwis of three inches and a quarter aperture, becanie other-
wife the child cannot pafs alive 3 page 75 hefays, * depuis
¢ trois pouces un quart, jufqu’a deux pouces, la fection elt
% parfaitemﬁnt‘mdiqueé.“ :

He muft therefore allow, that his Operation would have
failed in any of the three cafes which we have iHultrated by
figures. Indeed he exprefsly fays fo in another place, viz.
page 73, < Si la baffin n’2 que vingt lignes d’ouverture dé
«« devant en arniére au detroit fuperieur, I’operation ne ferait
« profitable qu’autant qu’on aurait plus de trois pouces

« d’gcartement. 11 n’y aurait peut-¢tre en ce cas d’auire ref-
¢ fource,
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We come next to confider the fecond que~
Jfton ; which is, how far this new cpera-
tion may be advifable, merely. for faving
the child, when the mother is in no great
danger ; p7z. in thofe cales where the Pe/-
vis is fo narrow, that a full-grown or very
large child cannot be born alive, and in
which, therefore, the eftablithed practice
of this country is, to open the head, and
to deliver very cautioufly with the crot-
chet.

Such cafes, I know by long experience,
do happen much more rarely than a great
M 2 numbet

¢¢ fource, pour obtenir ’enfant vivant, que de pratiquer
“ Poperation Céfarienne.”

Thereis a ftriking contradittion in the two premifed pro-
pofitions, viz. firlt, thatthe new operation would make fuf-
ficient room for a large head in the moit deformed Pelwis;
and fecondly, that probably nothing but the Cefarean Sec-
tion would fave a child, if the apesture of the Pelvis were
oth one inch and two thirds.

This apparent contradittion he clears up by fubjoining,
that fuch a dimenfion of the Pelwis (lefs than zo lines) is
imaginary ; ¢ Heurcufement cette dimenfion eft imagi-
¢ paire, et je ne connais point d’obfervations qui en ait
¢¢ jamais prefenté la réalité.”” Here the author has ventured
an affertion and opinion which faéts do moft certainly con~
tradiét. We have feen above three inftances of a Peloss
muych narrower than 20 lines, Among other guriefities in

: the
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number of pra&itioners may believe ; and
therefore I am convinced, that great mif-
chief muft be the confequence, if the ge-
nerality of pratitioners fhould think it
warrantable to cut the Sympbyfis, whenever
a woman has been long under the moft dif-
trefling anguifh of child-birth, without
any confiderable effet. Were this to be
the cafe, there is great reafon to fear, that
the operation would be much oftener per-
formed when altogether unneceflary, than
when really wanied; a confideration which,
if attended to, would make the firmeft

nerves thudder.
: But

the anatomical part of my colle@ionn, are the following
Specimens of ill-formed Pelves from female fubjedls.

1. A Pelves of one inch and three fourths aperturure, or

twenty-one lines.

2. Ditto of one inch and three eighths, or fixteen lines
and an half.

3. Ditto of one inch, two eighths and an half, or nearly
fixteen lines

4. Ditto of eleven lines.

Ditto of five eighths of an inch, viz. juit a little more

than half an inch.

Four different {pecimens of a pelvis with a fmaller aperture
than 2o lines demonfirated twice yearly in a public courfe of
leftures in London, put it beyond all doubt that the cafe 1s
not imaginary, and that it is hazardous to found rules of
arafljce on that fuppofition.
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But {till then, it will be faid, may it not
be ufeful in fome few cafes of that kind ?
in moft, or all the cafes where we can de-
liver the unhappy woman by this opera-
tion only, or by the crotchet, till more ex=-
perience fhall have given more knowledge,
I fhall give the preference to the crotchet,
for the following reafons: 1ft, Becaufe it
15 fo much more fafe for the mother.
When the crotchet is ufed with great cau-
tion, and the operation is executed {lowly,
giving intervals of eafe, in imitation of the
natural procefs, women recover almoft as
certainly, and as completely, as after a na-
tural labour. 2dly, Becaufe if all the con-
finement, all the ficknefs, pains, anxieties
and terrors, which women fo formed muft
fuffer from pregnancy and labour, be fair-
ly confidered, their neceflary and natural
tufferings for men muft be allowed by men
to be fuflicient. It would be ungenerous
to lay it down as their duty to go much
farther, to have the ftrongeft joints of their
body cut and torn afunder, to fecure a
¢hance only of a living child.

After having confidered the two preced-
ing important queftions with no view but
to
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to fupport the interefts of humanity, I
muft add after all, that the Se&ion of the
Symphyfis may poflibly be found to be a
much better refource than the Cafarian
Seclion, in a very few rare cafes ; not to
fave the child, as was faid above, but to
fave the mother, which 1 think a much
greater object. Thele cales, I fay, will
be very rare. 1 fay fo, becaufe till I faw
Dr Cooper’s firft cafe, I had never met with
an inftance of a woman who could not have
been fafely delivered by the crotchet 5 and
1 have feen it perfetly fuccefsful 1 more
than one inftance, where very intelligent

a@itioners, thinking it impra&icable, had
declared for the Cafarian operation. Suc-
cefs, in thefe cafes, depends on working
flowly, taking away one little bit after an-
other, letting the woman ret from time
to time, and taking great care that fthe be
not wounded by the inftrument, or by the
¢harp bones of the child.

But, fuppofing a cafe, where no {fuccefs
can be expe&ted from the crotchet, either
on account of the extraordinary narrownefs
of the pefvis, or partly from that circum-

ftance
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ftance, and partly from a great projection
of the lumbar vertebra over the cavity of the
pelvis, hardly allowing any part of the child
to come within the fafe reach of the crot-
chet; in fuch a cafe, inftead of the Cxfarian
Se&ion which is {o dreadful, becaufe fo
generally fatal tc the mother, this new
operation, may be found to give the mother
a good chance for life and tolerable health,
if it will make room f{uflicieat for bringing
the child within the fphere of the crotchet.
This, tho’ it could only be advifable in ex«
ceedingly few cafes, might be a confidera-
ble improvement ; becaufe it would have
the advantage over the Czfarian operation,
of faving the mother inftead of the child.

Yet, even upon that fuppofition, were
it to be admitted into practice, without
confultation and formality, there is great
reafon to fear, that (like the crotchet itfelf
perhaps) it would do more harm than good.
It might render a fhocking operation very
frequent, to the great terror of mankind,
tho’ the cafes that could really call for it,
would be extreamly few. In midwifery,
all inftruments, and efpecially fuch as cut

or
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