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PREFACE

TO THE

READER

HEN I had fet down, in the
/ Firft Chapter , the Reafon
and Occafin of writing this little Book ;
and, in the following Ones had given
the Proofs of my Determination ; and,
in the Laft, bad fhewn the Ufe and
Application  of them, I thought 1 bad
made an end of my Bufefs.
but the Bookfeller, it feems, is of
the Opmion, that 1 [hould not [hew my
Jelf Refpectful enough 1o you, unlefs I
miroduced you, by the way of Preface.

A2 1o



The Prerace

To comply, therefore, with bis Defires,
I muft needs think -of faying fomething,
tho' it be but to difcover fome .of the
Tmperfections of this Book,  *

The Chapters then, of Money, might
have been much more compleat , by the
Addition of §, or 6 Plates of the fe-
veral Coins we bave had, fince the
Conqueft. Of the Golden Ones, I
defpair of ever feeing a Collection, of
any tolerable Antiquity 3 fince they who
are beft, as I bear, provided of thefe
Treafures,can rifeno higher than Ed. 1L
And for my own Part, 1 bhave never
feen any one Piece, older than H. VI.
and that was, T believe, a French one
too : zAnd I am confident, that to a com-
-~ mon Curiofity, a Piece of Gold, older
than the laft Edward, will appear a
very great Rarity.  And yet, for full
Five hundred Years fince the Con-
queft, one may well imagine, that moft

of
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of the great Payments muft have been
made in. Gold ; fince ‘(as I think, I
have made appear) for 300 Years, af-
ter that Time, there were no other Sil-
ver Pieces coined, than Pence, Half.
Pence, and Farthings : and for . y50
}E;ar& ‘next after, there were no other
than ¢ Groat and Half Groat. Hen-
vy VIL beig the firft that ever coin’d
a Shilling, and that too at the lutter
end of  his Reign, and but .a very fow
of them's So  that when you read (out
of that Paffage of Gervafe of Tilthu-
vy, cited at large by * Mr. I_{}wnd@s,; - b
and_whom T haye, by Miftale, in Page i
69, cited as writmg in the Time of
H. L f,r:ﬁeczd of H.11. ) fub omaium
Oculis effundic .in Scaccario xxiiii
Solidos, quos de Acervo fumptos
prius fignaverit. Aud a little after,
Reliquos verd xxiiii Solidos mittic
n Loculum. When, I fay, you read
thefe Paffages, and others like them, in
e ancient
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ancient Writers of the Englith Affairs,
you - are not to conclude that there was
then . any fuch Piece as a Shilling
comed, no more than you would conclude
there was fuch a Coin as Pound, tho’
you often meet with the word Libra,
Hpon'the whole Mutter, till about < 4.4
- the Silver Money of England confifte
of Groats, Half-Groats, Pence, Half-
Pence (called, of old, Mail:) and
Farthings : In any, or all, of vhich
Pieces, it muft bave been very o ble-
Jome, to bave paid <, or 3o thowfand
Pounds :  which wiakes it jor. what
Jirange, that no more Gold of A rent
Kings fhould be preferv’d amo o s
But fo, the Antiquaries rell s, it i
with Grecian and with Roroan Pieces,
there being 40 Medals prefery d, for
one Piece of Currant Coin, that we
can be fure of,  So that the beft Rea-
Jon, why we bave fo few old Gold Coins
rexaming with us, [53:}15 to be, becanfe

they

3
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they were (as we call them ) Currane,
i, e. they might be eafily [pent.

But this that bas been [aid, makes it
appear, that a fmall Plate or two would
bold the Coins of Silver, of §00 Years.
For the Coins of W.Conq. W. II. H. L.
Stephen, H.1I. R. I. John, H. IIL
Ed. L. Ed. II. were only Pence, Half-
Pence, and Farthings. The Coins of
ROCRL RO TEIV. HYW. H-VIL
Ed. IV. R.IIL were only Groars, Half-
Groats, Pence, Half-Pence, and Far.
things. H. VIL (as is above-faid)
added to this Number , the Shilling,
which is, 1 believe, bard to meet with,
H. VIII. added no new Species, but,
m bis later Life, debafed all the old
ones, Ed. VL. debafed them yet more,
but in bis laft Year, made great amends,
and  added Crowns , Half-Crowns,
Six-Pences, and Three-Pences | (/o
that 1 have miftaken , Page 42. in
Jaying Three-Pences were firft coined

- A 4 by
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- by Q.Eluab. ) s to the Goins of the

Princes following, they have been m al-
~moft every Bodies Hands = but yet the
- Memory of their Weight, Finenefs, and
Compals, onght to be preferved to Po-
fterity, much better than ‘tis_like to
o¢. + And we fee the Neceffity of the

late new  Coinage, hath almoft " obli-

terated the Names of E. V1. 0 Mary,

Q. Eliz. Jac. . and C. 1. already. 8o

that an 100 Years hence, it will be bard

10 know,  what Jort. of Money , Was
comed by Them ; which would be great

k'@}fry,_ ﬁrlfe. tb&’y'. coined exre!lent MG—
ney, both for Weight and Fimenefs,
which t both to the Advantage and Hop-

wour of a Nation. This Evil, I once
thought to bave remedied ; but the Trou-

ble of procuring, rather than the Charge

of cutting a finzle Piece of each Prince,

Juice the Conqueft, awas, I found, too
great for fuch a One as I .am :. and
whaever attempts 1t , - muft be obliged
: to
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‘t0 abundance: of. curious Perfons, who
bave thefe Coins in their private Ca-
binets. .. And 1 here befpeak - their Fa.
vour, if 1 fhould ever have Time and
Power to undertake it,
-+ I bave dlfo, in the Second Chapter,
onitted all - Quarter-Pieces of Gold, of
whatever  Denomination , becanfe. they
- will ke eafily known, by knowing - the
whole: as alfo the 5 1. and the 21.
‘Pieces of Gold of Ch. 1l and the 3 1.
Pieces of Ch.l. and fome other [uch
- like, becaufe they rather feem to bave
been Medals, than Currant Coin,

. 4s to the Chapter of Prices, it
will ke in every Body’s Power,. to make
it more - compleat , by reading the old
Computus’s, that he [hall chance to

light upon, and inferting what be finds
 wanting, or differing from the Ac-
counts, that 1 have given: but moff
¢fpecially the Gentlemen of each Uni-
| verfity,
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verficy, will bave it in their Hands, to
make what Amendments they [ball fee
good, out of their old Rolls, and But-
fars Accounts ; which I look upon as
the moft fure Guides, in Enquiries of
this. Nature becanfe our General Hi-
flories do moftly give us the Prices of
Things, which are extraordinary, er-
ther for Cheapnefs, or for Dearnefs.,
Whereas the College- Accounts, deliver
faithfully the ordmnary and common
Price of moft Commodities, and Pro-
viﬁans. '

One Thing more I muft obferve to
you 5 That the Nature of ‘the Work
obliged me, I thought, to' [et "down the
Names of the _Auth{)rs, out’ ‘ﬂf which
I collected, the Materidls-of this Book;
a5 wéll to jﬁﬂiﬁe my [elf, as that you
mdy tecur to the Originals; whenever
you' pleafe, in the particular Years': as
alfo’ to avert, a little, that Scorn; with

which
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which fome  in their fupercilions Gra-
vity, may perfue the " Collectors of - fuch
light and trivial Matters ; when they
fhall find, that no Englifh Hiftorian,
of any tolerable efteem among us, hath
failed to make. Obfervations of the like
nature. Nay, fome confiderable Ones,
bave made it fo much their Bufinefs,
that they feldom conclude a Year with-
out informing us, whether it were, a
dear, or 4 cheap one.
_This Remark, will alfo Felp to rye-
move, the Oftentation of much Read-
ing, becaufe there 15 no need of reading
an_Author throughout, to find what I
have bere difcovered ; the Method of
many. of them, making it eafier to do
Jo, by [etting down (as I Jaid) the
Price of Corn, and other Provifions, at
the End of every Year. But Jo far 1
?:j?? needs oftentate my Reading, as to
affure you, that I have Yiewed with my
own Eyes, and tranfcribed from all the

Origi.



“The P=&r EFACE

 Originals, whatever I bave fet down ;
even many Particulars, which I bave
Been content to give you very often; m‘

boneﬂ My, Srow’s Englifh, |
N, “aftér all'the Care 1 conld take :
I am jéﬂ;ﬂ%fe there mu(! ‘needs be ma-f
ny Faults, “and * may; ﬁakes i a
Warﬁ rErs Nature \and One T have
g\ umm‘ which 1 think my Jel
[ ged to rerra& mn this ‘?ﬁ;ce E:e‘cau'fﬁ
it i too late to o't i it - proper One
and that 4, a Cenfure e Paﬂbd au"
M. S}e&ds wmg us fo many Two-
Pences, ‘and Three:Pences of Saxon
}{m s, dﬁﬂ" “fome others, ﬁuca the Con.
quett, T'was led wito 3, (a5 ﬁfﬁers
have Eem) by tbm&ing be intended ' to
mark TWo Pences, dnd T]'ll‘ﬁf:— Pences
by the Fidures of 2 mz‘l 1y mﬁwb 1 o
Howr jerfﬁﬁf Te mrmh:?ﬁ:r anaiber 'Pm“
pofe. . Sdndtherefore," as it would be an
Error in any One, " to think thofe Preces
were r:mmi fu mf)r, fa 1 muﬂ needs

arqmz
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acquit Mr.Speed, either of being in that
Error bimfelf, or of leading any otbers
mto it by Defign, altho’ thofe Figures
are placed over the Coins 1 there men-
tionp m Page 43. 1 have made fome
fort of Amends bowever, for thefe Er-
rors, by taking more than wufual Care,
that you fhould have as few Errata’s of
the Printer, as #5 poffible in a Work of
this fort, and which you will find at the
Beginning of the Book.

THE
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Chronicon Preciofum :

OR, AN

ACCOUNT

Englith  Money, Corn, &c.

B b W I
The CAS E,

HE Statutes of, a certain Col-
lege (to the Obfervation of
which, every one is fworn,

when admitted Fellow ) vaca-
ting a Fellowthip, if the Fellow “has an
Ettate in Land of Inheritance, or a perpe-
tual Penfron, of Five Pounds per An. | de-
fire you would be pleafed, to give me
your Anfwer to thefe following Quettions ;
when 1 have /irft told you, that the Col-
lege was founded between the Years 1440,
and 1460, _ _'
B I. Whe-
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I. Whether He who is poffefled of -an
‘Eftate, of that, or greater Value, may
make it over i# truff to his Fnend
and then fafely {wear to the Obfer-

vation of fuch Statutt‘, amongft the
reft 2

I1. Whether He who has not an Eftate
of that Value, when admitted Fel-
low, may keep his Fellowihip tho’
he afterwards come to an Eﬂatﬂ of
that, or much greater Value?

I11. Whether He who is a@ually pof-
fefled of an Eltate, of Six Pounds
per An. as Money, and Things go
now, may fafely take that Oath, upon
pre(umprmn, that VI Z now, is not

- worth what V /. was, when that Sta-
tute was made.

The Anfwer to your Firt Queftion,
may be eafily had, by your asking your
{felt another, wviz. Whether that Eftate,
tho” made over to another, be not il -
years, as to the Profits of it, for the pre-
{ent, and as to the Difpofal of it, for the
future 2. If it be, How can you faFcly
{wear it is not yours, when you have it

to
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to all Intents and Purpofes : A Man may
have a legal Title to an Eftate, and yer
not be Poffeffor of it, nor receive any
Fruits of it ; he may be outed by Vio-
lence ; it may be entirely mortgaged ; or
fequeftred for payment of Debts; and du- |
ring fuch Violence, Mortgage, or Scque-
ftration, he may fafely fwear, he is worth
but fo much as he truly and indeed re-
ceives, and nothing more, let the Eflate
- be never (o great init felf. And fuch an
Oath as yours has not Refpeé to the 77-
fle alone, but to the 7it/e with the Pro-
- fits of an Eftate.” And fince the making
- over your Eftate, does nor, (nor do you
intend it fhould ) defeat you of either,
- How can you fave your Oath, by making
over the Title of it, and that, it may be,
only for the prefent? No Man bur He
who has a mind to it, can be deceived
by fuch Collufion. If an 4 of Parlia-
ment fhould difcharge all Debrors, who
would fwear they were not worth five
Pounds, would you belicve your Debtor
anhone(t Man, who fhould take fuch an
Oath, when you knew he had an Eftate
fufficient to difcharge his Obligations to
you, but had made it over to another,
only to defeat his' Creditors > Affure your
felf, fuch making over your Eflate, v ould
' B 2 not
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not preferve you from the Guilt of Per-

jury, neither before God, nor good Men,
tho’ you would fwear true according to
the Letter. We lately heard of a Man,
who, to fave himfelf, from paying a cer-
tain Summ, aflefsd by A& of Parliament,
made over a great Treafure to his Neigh-
bour (ignorant of the Matter ) and lock-
ed him fafely up in his Clofet, till he
came into the Court, and took his Oath
he had not {fo much Money in the World ;
and then came back, fet his Neighbour
at Liberty, and took his Treafure again
into his own Pofieflion. - All who heard
it, faid he was a perjured Villain, and tho’
he had eluded the Law, yet he remain’d
a Debtor to God’s Juftice, which would
certainly find him out. Thiswas the ex-
tremelt Impudence that could be pra-
¢tifed ; but aflure your felf, all Collufions
of this kind, are as great Prophanations
of an Oath as his was. They who make
over the Titles of an Eftate, and yet re-
ferve the Profits, are, in the fight of God
{ as well as their own ) as much Mafters
of thofe Eftates, as if they had the Zitles
of them alfo in their Cabinets.

Your Second Queftion feems to require
more Pains to anfwer it, than the Firft.

But
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But it only feems fo, for there is in Truth,
but little Difficulty in it, if you confider
never fo little, the plain and vifible inten-
tion of your Founder; which was, that
no Body worth five Pounds per 4. thould
be Fellow of his College : Why elfe {hould
he require you, to declare, under an
Oath, you would obey that Statute? ’Tis
manifeft, that if you had an Eftate above
that determined Value, you conld sor
take that Oath; and, if you could not
take that Qath, you could not be admit-
-ted Fellow. The having that Eftate there-
fore, muft of neceflity hinder you, by the
Founder’s vifible Intention, from being
admitted Fellow 3 Will not the fame In-
tention therefore hinder you from conti-
tinuing Fellow? I do not, however, di-
rectly charge with Perjury, fuch Conti-
nuation, unlefs you deny, or do induflsi-
oufly conceal, your having fuchan Eftate;
becaufe | am not fure you are obliged
(by Virtue of your general Qath) 1o
- vacate, of your own accord, your Fel-
lowhip, but to fubmit to the Dire@ions,
or Injun@ions of your lawful Superiours,
and the Judges appointed in foch Cales.
But yet 1 think it fuch a Vioktion of
- that Starate, as 1 would not counfel yon
to ventureon. And, it may be, another

B3 Cale,
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Cale, not much removed from this, may
better clear up this Queftion. Suppoie
it appeared to be the Purpofe of your
Founder, that no marrted Man f{hould be
Fellow of his College, and that before
Admiflion, every one were required to
{wear he was pot' married; Might One

‘be married after fuch an QOath, and con-

tinue Fellow, honeflly, and with a good
Conlcience ? I believe vou will not think
he might; but will rather conclude, that
the Force of that Oath was, by the Foun-
der intended to fecure his main Purpofe,
of having none but fingle Men Fellows of

‘that Society ; and that that Circumfiance

which would have prevested his Admif-
{ion, would alfo, at any time after exclude
him. Thus, | believe, you would deter-
mine in any others Cafe, and without any
Bias on your Mind; and yet fuch Oath

- dots not, in Terms, direltly take in fu-
ture Time ; but only fays, 7 am not mar-

ried : I cm not worth fo much, &c. '

Your Third and laft Queftion will coft
me more Pains, and you more Patience,
before we come to the Conclufion; if
we can come to any fatisfactory one at
Jait.  The Queftion would certainly need
po Anlwer, if it were asked in grofs,

: Whe-
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Whether he who has VI Pourds per An.
may [afely fwear be has not V> When a
Pound 1s, in both Places (and has been
fo for more than 600 Years ) XX s. but
as you have qualified it, by diftinguithing
the Times, it will require both 3 good
Cafuift, and a pretty good Hiftorian, to

anfwer it abfolutely, and to your Pur-

pofe; which is (as Itakeit) to know,
- of what Value you may now hold 2n
Eftate, with fafety to your Confcience,
which is charged with the Obfervation
of that Statute, which vacates the Fellow-
fhip of One who has an Eftate of Inheri-
tance, or a perpetual Penfion of Cs. or
VL per An. A better Cafuilt; [ own, you
might eafily have found. But, it may
be, you could not fo eafily have found
One, who hath in his Readings, made
. more Obfervations on the Price of Corn,
and other Commodities, at diffcrent
. Times, than I have done, as you will
perceive by reading this long Letter. So
that, for ought I know, my Diligence
may make you Amends for what want
of Judgment may be found jn me. And
I'do not fay this in Vanity and Oflenfta-
tion of my Labour, but becaufe without
a good fhare of Knowledge in thefe Mat-
ters, the belt Cafuift in the World can

Bag never

=
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never anfwer your Queftion fatistactori-
ly. And indeed, as the ¥ orld now goes,
the greateft (tho’ [ will not think the
beft ) part of Readers, wili be rather apt
to defpife, than to commend the Pains
that are taken in making Colletions of
fo mean Things, as the Price of Wheat,
and Oats, of Poultry, and (uch like Pro-
vifions: Tho’, I hope, before | have done,
to thew you, that the Obfervation of
thefe little Things, may be o gocd ufe,
in the Confideration of grear Affairs.
And when you fhall find, that many a fin-
gle Line, of this Letter, has coii me the
looking over a great Book, you will ra-
ther think fit to commend ‘my Induftry,
than to difparage fo many good Authors,
out of whom ! have gathered thefe Ma-
terials: At leaft, you will think | wan-
ted no Good-wili to do you Service, who
have taken fuch Pains to fatisfie your
Queltion, that if anv ancient Greek or
Latin Writer had taken the | ke, and left
us fuch Collection, you would have had
the Salmajius’s, the Greviw’s, and the
Gronovii almoft out of their Wits tor ve-
ry Joy. But I am now come to your
Queftion, and mull premife, before I
{pcak ro i, that whereas you fay your
Statutes were made betwixt the Years

1440,

| c——
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;440, and 1460. I muft, to fave Labour,
call this Space, the Reign of H. VI, tho’
his Reign began 18 Years fooner.

I do affirm then, with the beft Judg-
ment I have, thatI am ferioufly perfua-
ded, that, altho’ you are actually pof-
feffled of an Eftate of VI Pounds per 4».
as Money and Things go now, you may
fafely take that Oath, upon Prefumption
that VI Pound mew, is not worth what
V /. was then, when that Statute was
firt made. Becaufe whoever {wears,
{wears to 7Zhings that are fignified by
Words, and not to mere words. When a
Word fignifies the fame thing #ow in efe
fect, which it fignified 260 Years ago,
then he who {wears to Words, {wears to the
~ Things they fignifie ; but when different
Things are fignified by the fame Word,
then he who knows thar difference of
Things, cannot help giving fuch Word,
its proper and intended fignification. A
Pound ( for inftance) will buy either
more, or lefs Corn (take it which way
you will ) mow, than it would in A. VL
time. A Pound is therefore of more or
lefs Value #ow, than it was zben; and the
Falue of a Pound is truly a Pound, and not
its mere Name. It is not therefore the

fame
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fame Thing now, that it was in &. VI.
time. .1/ . A ) 4
I with, I confefs, with all my Heart,

| that all Oaths were fo contrived and fo

worded, - that ‘they might be taken with
the utmoft ‘plainnefs and fimplicity ; and
that no Room or Occafion could be left
for any mental Refervation, or Exception
in the Mind @ But 1 think it can never
be; almoft all Words are Equivocal s
And /it is impofiible to fix a determin’'d
Senfe, on the Denominations of Coin,

when all Things purchafable with Money,
are {o changeable and uncertain. 1 do
not mean, that:a Pound, a Mark, and a
Shilling, might not be always fix'd, {o as

to fignifie XX 5. Xl s, IV 4. and XII 4.

but that it never can be fo ordered, in
this. World, that a Man fthould always,
200 Years ago, and new, and 200 Years
hence, purchace the fame Quantity of
Corn, the fame Number of Chickens, and
as many Yards of Cloth, at one Time as
ancther, with' a Pound, a Mark, or a Shil.
ling. And if this cannot be, then I main-
taid, that a Pound,a Mark, and a Shilling,
1s-not now the fame Thing with a Poand,
a Mark, and .2 Skiling, 200 Years ago.
And therefore T may fafely take my Qath,
that, alche’ Tam worth VI4 as Munaﬂ
SR &) . an
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and Things go now, yet lam not worth

V /. as Money and Things went 260
Years ago, in the Days of A.VI. And
if it be faid, that I muft needs take the
- Words of my Oath in their Plain, Lite-

ral, and Grammatical Senfe; | anfwer,

That fo I mult, wherever [ can; but in
this Cafle, the Plain, Literal, and Gramma-
tical Senfe of Five Pounds, is not the
fame, with what it was 260 Years ago.
What fhall T do then 2 Shall I prefer the
Plain, Literal, and Grammatical Senfe of
Words at this prefent, before the Plain,
Literal, and Grammatical Senfe of the
fame Words as it ftood 260 Years ago;
which, 1 am fure, was the Senfe of the
Founder? I grant, that if it were a Cafe
in Law, 1 fhould be determin’d by the
Senfe which the Words do bear at pre-
fent; but as it is 4 Cafe of Confcience, | do
roundly affirm, that V Pound, is not the
fame Thing, at prefent, that V / wasin
the Reign of A. VI.

And that I may very honeftly have
Regard to the Value of V/ 260 Years
ago, will, I believe, appear evident from
what [ am going to fay ; That the Foun-
der intended the fame Eafe, and Favour
to Thofe who fhould live in his College
260 Years after his Deceale, as to Thofe

whe
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who lived in his own Time. Now, they
who lived in his Time, might, with V
Pounds, purchafe fo much Bread, fo much
Drink, Meat, Cloth, Firing, Books, and
other Neceflaries, or Conveniencies: |

- know not exactly how much, nor is it

material : [ only fay, the Founder inten-
ded I might keep fuch an Eftate, as would
foffice to procure the fame Bread, Drink,
Meat, Cloth, Books, &¢. as the other
might have procured for V Pounds, 260
Years ago. But this I cannot pollibly do
with VI Pounds, as Things go now, nor
it may be, with four times as much.

may therefore have Regard (tho’ in an

Oath) to the value of Pownds at that
time ; and, unlefs I have, I fhall be in a
much harder Condition, than he who li-
ved fo long ago; which is what the
Founder neither did, nor could intend.
This Argument in general feems, to me,
unanfwerable; and if you apply it to
Particulars, you will fee its Force more
clearly. Ulfe it, for Example, in the Bu-
fine(s of zaking Degrees in the Univerfity,
to which you know you are obliged, and
without which 2 Fellowifhip muft needs
be vacated. A Degree might be takén
260 Years ago, at five times lefs Charge,

“than it can be at this Day ; and if a Fel-

low
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low muft lofe his Fellowfhip for want of
a Degree, may it not very eafily come
to pafs, that he fhall not be able to pay
for that Degree, if he may not be worth
more than V Pounds per An. as Money
goes now ¢ Some Founders have, in Cafes
of extream Poverty, made Allowances, for
indigent and virtuous Scholars, towards
the taking their Degrees : but if you look
into thofe Statutes, you will find that

thofe Allowances are (as Money and De-

grees go now ) fo very inconfiderable,
that they fignifie little or nothing towards
it, which yet in thofe early Days, would
(with a little help of Friends) have been
fufficient to the intended Purpofe. This
1s a clear Proof, that Regard both may
and muft be had, to the different Value
~ of Money, at different Times ; and that
the Founder’s vifible Intention is better an-
{wered by fuch Regard, than it would be
by a firict and obftinate Adherence to the
bare Letter of the Statute. 3y

This Inconvenience ('you may pofii-
bly objec ) will follow, from departing
from the prefent Value of a Pound, and
baving regard to what it was formerly ;
namely, That hereby too greata Liberty
will be taken in Qaths of this Nature :
Some will be apt to run the Matter too

high,
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high, and ( by reafon of the uncertainty
we are in, what Proportion a Pound at
prefent bears to a Pound in H. V1. time )
may pretend to keep their Fellowfhip,
with an Eftate of great Value. And to
this I anfwer, That, for ought I know, it
will now and then happen, as you far-
mife ; nor is'there any one Rule that is
not fubject to Abufe. And therefore I
do not prefume to fet out, with any Ex-
actnefs, or Certainty, and much Iefs to

determine Pofitively, how great an Eftate

is, at prefent, equivalent to an Eftate, of
the fame Denomination 260 Years ago.
I leave that to Others, to gather from the
particular Accounts of Things that I {hall
give them, from our Hiftorians, And
they who are concern’d, ought ferioufly
to confider, that altho” a Pound in H. V1.
Time, might be worth 4 or's, or more,
in our own Times, yet it was not worth
20 or 30.  And therefore the uncertainry -
of its Value cannot encourage any reafo-
nable Man, to advance it to an extrava-
gant height. - They who are the Guardi-
ans of your College-Statutes, cannot (
believe ) tell  you exactly, ‘how much
Land of Inberitance, or howgreat a year-
ly perpetual Penfion, will now-a-days an~
fwer to V Poands in H.VI. Reign : but
yee
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yet they. cantell you that .60/ or 7o/
per An: will-be too mucly to ‘keep toge-

ther ‘with a Fellowthipy if liti be Land- of

Inberitance;or a perpetual Penfron.: And
furthermore: ((which s an. ‘Anfwer to:all
Objections of this Kind, 'and a fufficient
Reftraint to all Exorbitance’) thefe Gar-
dians of your:Statutes, have it in their
Power ( if it be fit to ‘have it in theéie
Will ) te judge according to the Letrer,
and to determine that' V. Pounds, as
- Pounds do mow go, {ball be the limited
Summ, which fhall ‘not beiexceeded. - Eot
_the Lezter i the Judge’s Rule, and:the
Senfe he pleafes to putupon that Lerzer,
is that by which you are to be deter-
mined, without Appeal:or Remedy, un-
lefs he fay that 'V L is anything lefs than
an Cys. ' And. tho’ I believe'they never
wi/ determine, in any fuch Cale, without
regard  to Equity, and Reafon,. asd coms
paring of Times, yet if'they fhould, you
would be obliged to-abide by cheir Judg-
ment. - And therefore all:l ' have faid, or
can fay on rhis. Head, is only to fhew
you; what:;1:think may - be fafely. done
with refpect to Equity, and a-good Con-
{cience : Not. to exempt you from -the
Junifdidtion of 'your lawful Superiours,
but to fhew you what you may do as an

honelt
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honet Man, tho' what you do, does not
agree exactly with the Letter of the Sta-:
tutes, to which youare obliged, nay ( if
you will ) to fhew you, what you may
innocently do, even when you may be
punifhed for fo doing.

But fince I have faid, that great regard
is to be had to the Fouunder’s Intention,
where, and as far as it appears; you may
perhaps defire to know, from whence it
comes to pafs, that a Fellow is, without
difpute, allowed to enjoy the Znzereft of
Money, or the Profits of a Leafe toa much
greater value, than that of V Pounds per
An. when the Intention of the Founder
feems to be plainly defeated by fo doing 2
I anfwer you, That the Iateation of the
Founder does not feem plainly to be de-
feated, by holding a Leafe, or by recei-
ving the Iutereft of Money; becaufe of
the wumcertainty of this Provifion: Your
Money may be loft by many Accidents ;
and if it thould, then you are quite defti-
tute, and undone: And a Leafe is gene-
rally for a Term of Years, which you
may chance to outlive, and then you may
be in asill 2 Condition : But Land of In-
beritance, and a perpetual Penfion, are as
certain a Provifion for Futurity, as the
ftate of human Affairs will allow of.

This,
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This, you'fee, makes a great difference.
But moreover, I do not fay, that you are

to feek for the Founder's Intention an y'

farther than it plainly appears in his Sea.
tutes; nor that you zre obliged, in many
Cales, to argue from a Parity of Reafon,
Money was put out to Zurereff, and Leafes
were made, in the time of 4. VI. and
your Founder, who lived in his Reign,
knew this very well, and therefore had
1t in his Power, to have mentioned,and ex-
cepted Zrzereft and Leafes,in his Statutes,
had he fo pleafed ; and not having made
~any fach Exceptions, you have no Rea-
fon to prefume, that his Intention was o

except them, but to enjoy the Liberty he -

leaves you at. Where Law-givers are at
Liberty to oblige and bind their Subjeés,
and may ufe what Terms and Words
they pleafe, to fignifie fuch Obligation,
their Words are prefumed to include no
more than they exprefs : their Silence
meither profits, nor hurts any one, ’tis

their exprefs Words that do botly.
Suppofing therefore, that you are con-
vinced, that you may innocently fweéar
to the Obfervation of the Statutes, and
yet.intend to keep your Fellowfhip, al-
tho’ you have an Eftate of Vi Pounds
per An. upon Prefumption that VI Founds
nNow-

o
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now-a-days, are not equal to V Pounds

260 Years ago.

Suppofing, I fay, this; T am now at
Liberty to proceed to an Hiftorical Ac-
count of Money, and of the different
Price of Corn, and other Commodities;
that by underftanding both, and compa-
ring one with the other, you may be the
better able, to determine what Propor-
tion, a Pound, a Mark, a Shilling, or a
Penny, now, bears to the fame Denomi-
nations many Years ago. For this Ac-
count of Money, you will be obliged to
Fabian, and to Stow’s Chronicle, to Sir /.
Spelman, and others, but efpecially to
Mr. Lowndes’s Effay; 1 have only taken
Lecave and Pains to put Things into 2
Method which I thought better for my
Purpofe, and more for the Reader’s Sa-
tisfaction, than any of theirs would be.
And firft, of the feveral Names that you
will often find in reading over our Hifto-
vies, both Latin and Englifb  The Gold 1
have put Alphabetically, that Recourfe may
be had more eafily to them ; the Sifver,
as better known, 1 {peak of gradually, be-
ginning at the higheft, which is a Pound,
and coming to a Farthing, which is the
lowelt Englih Coin we have; and of
which we have had none made of Silver

( that
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(that I can find) fince the 36 A, VIIL.
Z.e. fince 1542; and thofe were certain-
ly very bad, fince out of 6 Qunces of fine
Silver, (_together with 6 Ounces of Al-
lay ) there were made 2304 Farthings,
the Pound ( as then moft abufively cal-
led) going at 48 5. All the Denomina-

- tions of Gold, were aGually coined, at

the Times I have fet down (and not

fooner, that we can find.) But for the

Silver, moft of them were mere Names,

and were never coin’d; which they were,

I obferve as I go along.

{1 CHAP.
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An-dccnunt of the Gold Coins.

A gelg, were doubtlefs fo called at
firft, from an Angel imprefled on

one Side of the Piece. And their Value
was, at different Times

; 4 1V d,
Anmels. 1 H.6. co VI  VIII
: 1 H. 8. oo VIL VI

34H.8. oo VIIL o0

GG oo % 00

Half-Angels. 5§ E. 4. oo 1L 1V

0 (A s TR | T IR

3qEl, 8.~ op (CANLDD

By By - O N s GID

The Reader may perceive by this, that
when he meets, in Hiftory, with the
word Angels, Half-Angels, Farrhing- Angels,
or with any other Coin, he muft obferve
~what King’s Reign he is in, to under{tand
exactly what the Summ amounts to: for
otherwife he will miftake. This I ob-
ferve to him, once forall, and goon.

Annelets.



 Cipdnicon Preciofum, 2

Liv i) .

Queelets, 1 A 6. co UI . 1y
34#.8 00 1V 09 .

6 B.6. 00" ¥ 00

Fr-nni hence it appeéars tha,x:’ Angelets,
were the {fame with &alf> Angels,

liase de
Crofung of the
Double Rufe.} tH. 8, jcov e
“Britain Crowns. 1 Jac.1. 00 v 00
| 9 Jac.1. Qo v VI
Double Crowns. 1 Fac. 1. 0o X 00
§ Jac. 1. 00 XF 0O
Thiftle Crowns. 1 Fac. 1. 00 1V 00
. 9 Fac. 1. - 00 IV 1vob.y.
Florens, 16 E, 3. Y00 ¥I‘co

They were fo call'd, becaufe fir{t made
by Florentines,as Mr. Cambden {ays. Fu-
bian fays, that thefe were not of fo fine
- Gold as his Nobles, and Elalf- Nobles were,
But that which is more obfervable is, that
he calls the Floren, a Penny, value vi s,
VI11 d. The Half-Floren he calls a Half-
. Penny, value 111 5. 1vd. The Quarter-

Fioren he calls a Farthing, val. 1s. viii d,
And thefe” Words you will often meet

K 3 ~ with
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with, in old Hiftories and Accompts, ap-
plied to feveral Coins, as Rials, Angels:
Where you are to underftand, by Denarius,
the whole; by Obolus, the half; and by
9uadrans, the fourth Part, or Farthing.

Thus, 1344, about this time, the Noble,
Obolus, and Farthing of Gold, began to go
about, faith /7. Knyton.

' L8 o,

fuigi;%tggma} 5 i Ryt

Suineas, 22C. 2. or oo oo tho’ they
- Lpafs for s 1. 1 5.64.

Moton, 1358, Frf&tb}o

Piece of Gold, at P a2

JAoble. So call’d, becaufe made of the

‘nobleft and pureft Gold.

AR
Noble. 18 E. 3. co VI _vi
5 E. 4. 70017 70D

26 Eliz, "700 XV GO

George Nobles. 1 H.8. oo vI 00
Double Nobles. 26 Eliz, o1 X = o0

Riaig, or { r H: 6. v op sux hH Eoos

Ropalg. B3, ool R W
2 Eliz, Co XV 00"
Rofe Rials. 3 Jac. 1., o1 . X 00"
Spur Rials. .- 0o XV 0O

There
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~ There is, in Dr. Kennet's Parochial Ay-
$iquities, mention made of Spurarium Au-
reum, in An, 1292, or Spur Royal; but
whether it were an Englifb Coin or not,
does not appear.

Scute, a French L. d
Coin of Gold, ¢ <195/~ 0oL ¥
Souvereipns, 1 7.8, o1 11 i
34-H. 8. Ol Q0 0OQ
4E. 6. o1 1v oo

6 E1- 6. Q1 X 00O Od Stand.

QI OO OO aacCar.
[ fine. 2 Car, Allay.

2 Eliz,  théfame in both Cafe:.

{nites, LJac. 1 o galoo
X0 Fac- 1. o rat oo

Note, In 9 Jac. 1. by a Proclamation,
Gold was raifed 2 5. per Pound. Ch.
the Firlt brought it again to the
Standard of 1 Fac.1.

The following Table is colle@ed out
of Mr. Lowndes’s Accounts, which, tho’
~ they differ in fome Points from Mr. Stow’s,
who alfo cites Records for fome of them,
I cannot chufe but prefer, becaufe of his
Abilities and Opportunities of giving
them moft perfect. Premiling firft, that

' C 4 " a Pound
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a Pound of Gold, 7roy Weighr, was di-
vided into 24 Carats; and each Carar
into 4 Grains : And that the Old Standard
of England was, 23 Car. 3 Grains and a
half of fine Gold, and half a Grain of

Allay , which might be Silver or Cop-

Finenefs. Allay. Make in Silvers

per.
Years. = car. L7+ ca. gr.
it e P
i
20 E. 3. 23 33 3
27239537
46 E. 3. P
18 R, 2. 2V
a H. 4
9 H 5 r23 33 3
(5 ol o B 1 (e
4 H. 6. -:.1‘; R
*Tefhould 49 ™ H. 6.{23 3% 3
be39H. €. §.E 40 42332 -
811, 16,
s it
OLH, ™
1'H. 8. 23 33| 3

A
1§
13
14

Iy

16
i

22

22

22

27

Fa

Q0

o3 .

o

(ols]

.I';

‘10
16

13
10

Ig

I0

00

d.

(o]e)

o4

co

co

o4

Qo

04

co

o0

ole

00

L]

N The fams
Tear.

Finenefs.
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Finenefs. Allay. Make in Silver.

ca. gr.

Years. car. gr.
the [ameYe. 22 co
14 H. 8. 23 oo
36 H. 8. 22 oo
37 H. 8. 20 00

1 E. 6. 20 oo

3 E. 6. 22 00

4E. 6 233}

6E. 6. 23:33

6E 6, 22 o0

I Mary 23 33

2 Elime. 23 33

2 Eliz, 22 oo
10.Eliz,.. 23 22
43 Eliz. 23 3%
43 Eliz. 22 oo

X Fac.1. 22 oo

3 Fac1. a3 3]
10 Facit, 23 31
10 Fac.1. 22 oo

2 Car.1. 23 33

2Car.1. 22 oo
12 Car.2, 22 oo

I Fac. 2.
W&M""-%zi 00
Q. dnne.

2

oy
O

M N O N O 0O N N O O N O ON © 06 N L & N

Gﬂu!uﬂ

e
o

o

O wimwwnw O © © O

o 0O va ] = O wm . w)-

Wl M

PR

I

oo}
¢o| '
@0

] f. I d.
(2§ @2 06
28 16 o0
30 00 ©0
3@ 00 00
30 00

34 ©0

a8 16

36 oo

$4,/ 90

36 o0 ©0
36 oo oo
34 08 00
36 oo oo9f.
36 10 o0
3310 00
37 Forilon
40 I0 00
g4 00 0t
40 18 o4
44 10 00
41 00 00}
44 X0 oo
44 10 00

So
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So that the fame Pound of Gold which
in-18 E. 3. 1344, was worth 13, or 14,
or 15 Pound in Silver, is rifen, by degrees,
to go for 44 /. 105. cod. and the Gold
not quite fo fine neither. But if a Pen-
ny then, was worth our 3 Pence, and
XX s. worth our LX s, then Gold and
Silver have kept, pretty near, the fame
Proportion to each other; for three times

15 /. make 45 4. which is but X 5. more

than a Pound of Gold now gocs at.

'CHAP.
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27.

C*H AP <HL
An Account of Silver Money,

A 1Pouny, Libra, contains 12 Ounces ;
and tho now it f{ignifies XX s,
‘when applied to Zomey ) which is but
the 3d. Part of a Pound in Weight, yet
it is becaufe XX s. did heretofore weigh
a full Pound, or 12 Ounces. Each of
thefe Ounces contained fo many Solidz
or Shillings, and fo many Denarii or
Pence, as they who govern'd the Money-
Matters thought fit; fometimes more,
and fometimes fewer. Dr. Hicks, in his
moft learned, ufeful, and laborious Work
( much to his own, and to the Nations
Honour)tells us, pag. 111. Differt. Epiftol.
that the Saxon Pound containd LX Shil-
lings. For this, he cites a Paffage out of
the Zextus Roffenfis ; Ceorles Wergyld is
Myrcnalage CC- Scill. Thegenes Weregyld
is fix fwa micely that byth XII bundred
Scill, Thonne bith Cyninges anfeald Wer-
gyld, fix Thegena Wergyld, be Myrcanalage s
that 5 XXX thufend Sceata y that bith
ealles CXX Punda. TheEnglifh of which
is, A Churles Weregyld is, by Mercian-
- Law
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Law, 200 Shillings. A Thaines Were-
gild is {ix times as much, Z e, 1200 Shil.
And the King’s fingle Weregild is as much
as the Weregyld of fix Thains; that
1s 30000 Sceata. Which is in all 120
Pound. ,

The very fame Words we find at the
End of King Ethelffane’s Laws, put out
by Mr. Lambard ; ‘and afterwards by
Mr. Whelock at Cambridge, 1644. pag. 56.
excepting that it is faid here, that 4
Ceorles Weregyld is 266 Thrimfa, which
make 200 Shillings, and then goes on, as
above; now if a Churles Weregild be
200 5. and a Thains 1200 5. and a King’s
fix 'times as much, 7 e. 7200 5. and this
faft Summ make but CXX Pound, it
will follow, that there muft goLX s. to
the Pound, becaufe 120 multiplied by 60,
produces 7200 5. But if, as is here faid,
266 Thrimfd make 200 Shillings, and (as
1 faid in the fame place, pag. 55.) that
a King's Weregyld is among the Englith
30 Thoufand Thrimfa: then there will
be found in 30000 Thrimfe, juft 224005.
and 208 Thrimfe remaining, which will
make above 373 /4 tho’ you thould allow
60 5. to the Pound; which is near to

3 times the Summ it ought to be., And
it Thrimfa be (as that learned Perfon

con-
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concludes ) 4 4. of Saxon Money, then
thirty thoufand Zhrimfe will make qoo Z
allowing 60 s. to each Pound, which is
more than 3 times 120/ fo that nothing
can be done with Zhrimfa, if 266 of them
- make 200s5. Now if we will allow but
of a Miftake ( not great in it felf) of
CXX for CL, all things will go well, and
the Saxon Pound will continue, as it has
all along been counted, to be made up
. of 48 Shillings: for 150 multiplied by
48, makes jult 72005. which is the King’s
Weregyld. There is alio: Reafon to be-
lieve, that in King Cnuze’s Time (who
reign’d from 1017,t0 1035, ) the Saxon
Pound continued at 48 s. becaufe in his 34
Law,it s faid that he who breaksthe Kings
Peace in a Head Church, is to foricit V 7.
If in a Second Rate Church, 1205. If in a
lefs Church,(but where there is a Church-
Yard or Burying-Place ) 6os. If in a
Country Church ( Feld Cyric ) where there
is no Church*Yard, 3o0s. Here you fee
- there is a gradual Diminution of the
Mulé&, V / 120, 60, 30,s. from whence
I conclude that V / was juft double to
120 5. that is, it was 240 5. which will
make V /, at 48 s, the Pound; and it will
not be double to 120 5. by any other
~ Reckoning. To this, let me add, that
Mr.

J,
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Mr. Cambden, Six H. Spelman, in his Glo/~
Jary, and Mr. Lambard in his, do all of
them agree, that the Saxon Pound was
made up of 48 5. and give no Intimation
that 1t was ever otherwife, either more
or lefs. 1donot pretend, however, that
Dr. Hicks has not other Authorities, be-
fides what is above-cited, for what he af-
firms; for he is fo well skilled in thefe
Matters, and has taken fo much Pains in
them, that he is not likely to fay a Thing
that {eems fo new, without good Reafon.
Let it then be faid, that a Saxon Pound,
did fometimes contain LX s. but general-
ly 48 5. and each Shilling contained 5 4.
{o that a Pound, or Libra Auglo-Saxonica,
contained 240 4. How long 1t continued
thus, I cannot tell exatly, but in the
Laws, which are called King Edward’s,
31. 1t is faid, f» Danelega, the Forfeiture
tor Breach of Peace, was VIII /. which
was raifed by the FHundred. Of this
VIII /. theKing received 100 5. the She-
riff 505. and the Bithops Decanus (in
whofe Deanry the Peace was broken ) the
other 10 5. From whence it is clear,
that VIII /. contained 160 5. whichis2cs.
per Pound. But becaufe ’tis manifeft,
from the 3d Law, that this Colle&ion

of Edward’s Laws was made after W, Ru-

fus’s
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fus’s Time (fince there is mention made
of him, by Name, in it) it will be better to
fay, that the Pound contain'd XX s. in

William the Congqueror’s Time ; becaufe in -

the IVth of his Laws, /» Lege Danorum,
foris faltura eft VIII lib. XX Solidi pro
Capite, & VII librzz Regi. In Danelagh,
the Forfeiture is 8 /. 20 5. for the Head,
and 7 /. for the King. And in 79 of
H. 1. Infraitio Pacis Regis V lib, in An-
glorum Lege. Media L s, & adbuc minoris,
ubi parva Parochia eft, & Atrium cum fit
XXV s. & Campeftris Capelle, ubi non
Sit Atrium, XII's. VId. which is King
Cnute’s Law (above-recited ) turn’d into
Latin, and the Rates reduced to the Mo-
ney then current: which confirms my
Conjecture, that V /.. was, there, double
to 120 5. becaufe it 1s bere double to 50 s.
And whoever looks into the Laws of
King fna, Alfred, and others, and finds
the fame Proportions of 120, 60, & 30 s.
fo oft obferved in the Fines or Forfeitares
of Offenders, will be apt to conclude
that the Pound was then 48 s.

There 1s alfo fome difpute, whether
the Pound was made up of 12, or of 15
Ounces. In the joth of King Ethelred’s
Laws (as they are in 7. Brompton ) you
will find thefe Words; Lez thofe who over-

ook
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look the Forts, fee, that every Weight at the
Market, be the Weight by which my Money is
received, and let each of them be marked, [o
that 15 Ore make a Pound, And in Sir A,
Spelman’s Gloffary, you will find that Ora
fignifies Uncia , and fo in other learned
Authors. But the fame moft learned
Knight tells us, that Ora was alfo a Piece
of Money, valued 16 4. for which he
cites this Paflage. Plac. coram Rege T,
Mich.37 H.3. Rot. 4. The Men of Berkeholt,
Com. Suffolc. fay, that in the time of K. ing

Henry, the Graud-Father of our prefent

Lord the King, they had a Cuftom, that
when they would marry out their Daughters,
they were wont to pay, for Leave [o to do, 2
Orz, which are valued at 32 d. Now 15
Ore make juft a Saxon Pound, 48 s. or
15 times 16 Ore make 240 d. There is
therefore no need of faying that Ora figni-
fies an Ounce in King Ethelred’s Law, nor
in the fame Law renewed by King Cnate
(but which ought to be corrected by the
Law of Erhelred, for inftead of ad Merca-
tum, it is corruptly written admetatum. )
Mr. Somner indeed (to whofe Judgment
great regard is to be had in all thefe Mat-
ters ) is of the Opinion, that there was

" never any fuch Piece of Money as an

Qra, but that it always fignifies an Ounce,
of
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of which he fays there were two forts,

the one containing 16 Den. the other 20,

(of which there is fo frequent mention

made in the Dooms-day- Book ) which was

~called the greater Ounce. But then he
agrees that there were but 12 Ounces in

the Pound, which can hardly be recon-

ciled with Erbelred’s Law.. Forif 15 Ore

are to make a Pound, and Ora be an

- Ounce, there will unavoidably be 15
Ounces in the Pound: And befides, he
afterwards obferves (from Mr. Cambden,
out of Regiftr. Burton ) that 20 Orz are
faid to be of equal value with 2 Marks
of Silver. Now a Mark is 8 Ounces,
(when XX s. make a Pound in weight )
and 2 Marks are 16 Ounces ( which he
values at XXVI 5. VIII 4.) and if 20
Ore be 20 Ounces ( as they muft, if Ora
be neceffarily an Ounce) then 20 Ounces,
are of equal value with 16 Ounces; which
may be true of the Pence that are made
of an Ounce, but can hardly be true of
the Name or Denomination of an Ounce,
12 Ounces, indeed, of 20 4. are equal to

15 Ounces of 164. But he who faysthat

12 Ounces are equal to 15 Qunces, muft
underftand fomething which his words do
 neither exprefs nor imply. It will never
therefore be true, that Ora fhould always
D fignifie

e
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figoifie an Ounce; that there fhould be

15 Ore in a Pound and yet that there
{hould be but 12 Ounces in the Pound.
Whenever therefore it is faid, that there
are 12 Ore in a Pound, there Orais 20 d.
Whenever therc are 15 Ore in a Pound,

then Orais 16 d. 'Perelius in his Lexicon

Scandicum, f{ays, Ore, Solidus, & tertia
pars Solidi. - And Dolmeras ( as S he is cited
by Du Frefue ) fays, Ora, vernacula Aura,
Danis Ore, fait olim gesus monete, valens
15 Minuta. Which would make one
think it a Denomination of Money, rather
than of Weight.

It was a nud Law of King Edgar, that
there ﬂmuid be the fame Money, the fame

 Weight, and the fame Meafures, through-

out the Kingdom : but it was never well
obferved. . What can be more vexatious
and upprofitable, both to Men of Read-
ing and of Practice, than to find, that
when they go out of one Cuunty, into
another, they muft learn a new Language,
or cannot buy or fell any Thing? An
dere is net an dcere ; nor a Bufhel a
Bufked,if you travail but ten Miles. A
Pound is not a Pound, if you go from a
Gold/mith to a Grocer ; nor a Gallon a Gal-

don, if you go from the Ale-Houfe 1o the
Tavern. W hiat Purpofe does this Variery

{ferve,
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ferve, or what Neceflity is there, which
the Difference of Price would not better
anfwer and fupply 2 "Tis impcfiible to fix
the Price of an Acre of Land, or of a
Luarter of Wheat, becaufe Land is much
better in one Country than another, and
becaufe the Price of Corn will depend
upon the Plenty or the Scarcety of it,
and that upon the Goodnefs or the Bad-
nefs of the Soil and Seafons. But it is
poflible to determine how many Feet, or
Tards, length and breadth, an Acre fhall
contain , in all Places alike; and pof-
fible to determine how many Quarts a
Bufbel, and how many Bufbel a Quarter
fhall containt, fo that every Body fhall
know thefe Things alike, and neither be

miftaken nor impofed vpon. Thefe things,

I know, have (fome of them ) been de-
termin’d by Laws; but Cutom and Fol-
ly have made thofe Laws ufelefs. And
the Trouble that fuch Variety, hath often
given to me, as well as others, will jultifie
this Digreffion. From which I now re-
turn to ipeak of Libra Awglo Normanica
which contained XX s. and each Shil-
ling contain'd, {ometimes 16 4. but ge-
nerally 20 4. made out of an Cunce. 1he
Lidra Denarierum, and the Libra Sterlin-
‘Zorum are the {ame; their CQunce copn-

D 2 taining
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" taining 20 4. and in that they agree with

the Saxon Pound, tho” they differ in the
Number of Shillings. 2. D« Frefne (not
to be named without Honour) in Libra
Gallica, {ays, 2 Penny is the 20th Part of
an QOunce ; and that 12 4. make a Shil-
ling, and 3 Ounces make 5 s. ’tis there-
fore the fame with Libra Angle-Norma--
nica. You will fee hereafter in the 7a-
ble, how the Pound differed, by being di-
vided into more or fewer Shillings. I
need not obferve to you, 1 think, that
there was never any coined Piece of Sil-
ver, that either weighed, or was called a
Pound. |
The next Denomination of Money,
yvou will often meet with, is a $Dark,
which the Saxons call Mancus, Mancufa,
Meare, &c. and amongft them it came to
XXX 4. which was, of their Money, VIs.
Thus in the Laws of A. 1. ¢. 35. it is
faid, XX Mance que faciunt Solidos L.
Now you will wonder that 20 times 6 s.
(z.e.1205.) fhould make but 50s. un-
iefs you remember that the 120 are Awglo-
Saxoric Shillings, and the 50 are Anglo-
Normanic ones, and that each of them
contain alike 6co Pence. Thus C éo.
Delent reddi, fecundum Legem, XXX s.
ad manbotams idem hodie quingue Marce.
Here
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Here both the XXX 5. and the guingue
Marce are Saxonic. for there are 5 times
6 in 30. And fo again, De Twelfhindo,
i. €. Thaino, 120 S. qui faciunt 20 Marcas.
In c. 34. Erga Hundredum XXXs. &
¥ Denar. qui faciunt V' Mancas, ut Solidus
den. X1I. computetur. Which brings the
‘Mark to VIs. 1d. Inthe 76 c. a2 Mark
is but 4 5. 64. but I doubt not but it is
a miftake; and, indeed, thofe Laws, as
we have them now, are full of miftakes:
.. It is great pity M. Somner’s Corrections,
Annotations, and Gloffary upon them,
are not pubh[hed but lie obfcurely in a
private Library : the Labours of fo faith-
ful and judicious an Antiquary are well
worth the Coft that any noble Lover of
this fort of Learning would be at in ma-
king them Publick, and would pay him
with ample Praife and Honour. When a
Mark came to be valued at XIII s. 11l 4.
I cannot tell with any exa&nefs, but 2.
Paris in the Life of Guarinus Abb. of
S. dlbans, in An. 1194, and in 1235, tells
us that a Mark was then (1194 ) 13 5.
44d. and fo it has continued to this Day,
without any variation: how long before
that, appears not. 1 muft alfo obferve
here, that there never was any {uch Piece
of S:Z*ver as a Mark coin’d ; and I cannot
D 3 s find
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find any menticn made of any fuch Piece
of Gold, fince the Norman Congueft ; tho’
probably ‘there was, before, among the
Saxons, with fome Mark or Signature up-
on it, for the Englith word to mark, does
probably come from it, or that from
the Verb.

@Angel, There was never any fuch
Picce of Silver coined ; but becaufe the
Golden Piece of that Name, was valued
at X 5. therefore X s. is called an Awgel,
And fo it is with the word

Foble, Which goes for VI s, VIII 4.
in Accounts : but there has not been any
{uch Piece of Gold coined, at that Price,
fince the 9 A. 5. and when they were
fir(t coined by E.3. 1344, they fecem not

- to have been very acceptable to the Na-

tion, for thus Z. Kuyton, pag. 2484. re-
preff:nts the Matter. About this time the
Noble, Okolus, and Ferthing of Gold, began
to go about, in the Kingdom ; upon which,
the Parliament ordained, that none of the
Commons [kould le mmpe;’!ed in any Pay-
wments, to take above XX s of this new Mo-
w2y, This was pot, becaufe the Gold was
not gnod (for it was very fine, and of
che Oz’ | Standard ) but becaufe (asl Ima-
gine ) poor People could not get it eafi-

Iy changed mw Silver, and {o would
be
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L pe——

be diftreffed 5 for at this time there were
no Silver Cmns, but Pence, and Hal<-
pencejand ¢ * it being at the {"ounaﬁ,s Years
before there were any Groats or Half
Groats coined: which was about 1349.
[ thall lofe half a dozen Lines of my
Common- Place- Book, if T may not, under
this Head tell you, that in Aw. 1389,
there were feven Coiners condemned and
hanged, for bringing a Noble ( not to 9
Pence, but) to X's. making thence 6 Dua-
drantes, or Farthings. A Noble of right
contained 8od. the Qbolus, or Half con-
tained 40 4. and the Quadrans or Far-
thing contained 20 4.  But by thefe {alie
Coiners,a Noble was bmught 10 120 4.
the Q2. to 6o 4. and the 9410 jo 4. fo
that there were 2 Quadrantes, above the
4 good ones; which was their Profit.
Ed. 4. raifed the Noble'from VIs. Vi 4.
to X s. which, tho it was good Gold,
and called by another Name (a Rial)
yet was not well accepted, but thought
to-be to the Prejudice of the Common-
wealth; but for what Reafon I know
not.

A Crotn, The firlt Silver Coin of the
value of Vs, ( that I can obferve ) was
in Ed. VI, Days; the Name is old , but
then it was always Gold.

D 4 Dalt:
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DalECrowng, Of the fame Date with
Crowns. and never before.

DIiNgs, Solidus. The Latin word is
of moft uncertain fignification, and to be
determined by every particular Nation :
but the word Scylling or Shilling, never
fignified in England, but 5 Pence, with
the Saxons, and 12 d. ever fince: when
it went for 12 4. at firft, is hard to {ay.
But, as common as this word is, in all
Books, and all Accompts, yet there was
never (that appears) any Piece of Silver
of that Denomination coined in England
till the Year 1504, when Fobian fays, 4
new Coin of Silver Groats, and Half-Groats,
and Shillings with half-faces, was made.
Stow fays, in the fame Year, 4 new Coin
was by Parliament appointed, i. e. Groat
and Half-Groat, which bare but balf-faces.
The fame time alfo was coined a Groat, which
was in value 12 d. but of thefe but a few
were coined. He does not call them Shil-
lings, but Fabian does, and he lived at
that very time, and was an oblerving Ci-
tizen, However, the Name does not ape
pear, in Mr. Lowndes’s Accounts , till a
great while after. But Srow fays, 6 E. 6.
there were coin'd, a Piece of Silver of Vs,
4 2d. Picce of II's. VI d. a 3d Piece of a
Shilling 5 a ath VId. and of fmaller Mo-

ney,
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wey, a Penny of the Double Rofe, not Ster-
ling but bafe ; a Half-Penny of the Single
Rofe ; and a Farthing with a Portclofe. Al-
fo in 34 A. 8. there were coin’d Teffons
of 12 4. but not called Shilings. 13 d. o8,
9d. and 4 d. 0b. were all Picces that
came from Scotland in the Reign of Fac. 1.
( tho’ fome of them were coin’'d in Zx-
gland ) and therefore I meddle not with
them. .

Zeftong, Or, as we commonly call
them, Zeffers, from a Head that was up-
on them, were coin’d ( as is before faid )
34 H.8. Sir H, Spelman {ays, they are
a French Coin, of the value of 18 & and
he does not know, but they might have
gone for as much in England. He fays it
was Brafs, and covered over with Silver,
and went in A, 8. Days for 12 4. but
1 Ed. 6. it was brought down to 9 4. and
then to 6 d. (which ftill retains the Name)
and in 4n. 1559 to 44d. ob. Stow {ays
there was a fecond fort of Teffons, which
in 1559 wascried downto 2 4.4. And
a third fort that was made unpaffable at
any Rate. Tis certain there were very
good ones coined in E. 6. Time; and
they have ftill continued under all Princes,
under the fame Name, and are the ufe-
fulleft Pieces we have. -

Quats.
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dwatg. See of them, under a Peuny.
Groffus fignifies great; and a Groat was a
great Piece with refpect to a Perny, which
was but a 4th Part, and the greateft
Piece (inall likelyhood ) then coin'd.
- Thiee-}Pence,. No mention made of
them ull 1561, when Queen Elizabeth
coin'd them , with 6 d. 44d. 2d. xd.
1 ob. and 6. q. Pieces, and called in all
the bafe Money in the Kingdom ; and
{fet our Coin upon that noble Foot on
which it now ftands; which, becaufe it
was of the greateft Benefit to the Nati-
on, is one of the greateft Glories of her
Reign; for thofe are the trueft and moft
lafting Honours, that are built upon the
Publick Good, procured or preferved by
Princes. ' |
1Pennty, Denarius, was the firft coined
Piece of Silver we have notice of, and,
for many Years the only one; in H. 1.
Days ’tis certain there were Falf-Pence
and 9 Ed. 7. cap. 3. ’tis enacted, That no
Sterling (i.e. Penny ) Half-Pesny, nor
Farthing, thould be melted down by the
Goldfmiths ; which is a good Proof, that
there were, at that time ( which was 4.
1335 ) no other Pieces of Silver coined.
And 4 77. 4. it was enacted, That one
Third of the Silver comned, fhould be
coined
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coined into Half-Pence, and Farthings. A
Penny was indeed fo much the Whole of
the cutrant Coin of the Kingdom, that
Denarius was the fame thing with Num-
mus, or Money: And thercfore Simeon
Dunelm, 1126, fays, the Men that were
found to have made falfe HMoney, i.e. De-
narii not of pure Silver, were hanged.
And ( when it is any determined Summ
that is fpoken of ) Nummus does gene-
rally fignific a Penny. So M. Weftm. An.
1095, fays, that tho’ there were more
than 300000 Men marching to the Holy
Land, yet Provifion was {o plentiful that
a Ram was {old at a Penny ( uno Nummo )
and an Ox at ( 12 Nummis ) 12 d.
Dr. Hicks (in his Differtatio Epiftolaris,
p. 109. ) fays, that the dnglo Saxons, had
but oxe Silver Coin among them, and that
was a Peuny. So {ays Mr. Cambden, Sir I,
Spelman, and moft of our good Antiqua-
ries. +And therefore when we find the

honeft and induftrious Mr. Speed, in his

Chronicle, gives us the Three-Pences of {o
many Saxon Kings, from Cheuline and Eg-
bert, An. 562, down to Ed. the Confefor,
the Zwo- Pence of Hareld. And again, the
Three-Pences of W, Con. W. 2. H. 1. Ste-
phen, H. 2, Fobn, H. 3. and a Two-Pence
of # 1. and that from the Treafury of

that

il

{

He Hhe X}%m,
)
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that noble Antiquary Sir R. Cotton we
have leave (for many Reafons ) to think
him miftaken ; fince in our Hiftories we
find no mention of any fuch Pieces as
Zbree-Peuces, before the beginning of Eliz.
The Prefent State of England ( which is
an excellent Book, and to whofe Per-
fection every One fhould contribute, be-
caufe it gives an Account of all our Af
fairs, both to Foreigners, and Natives ) is
alfo to be corrected in this Particular,
when it fays, that 7z Ed. I, time 4 d. 7 d.

‘and 2d. were ¢oin’d, which certainly is

not true. But all the Obfervations I {hall
make on the Pesny, will be beftowed, in
fome few Notes, upon a Paffage, which
I have tranfcribed from Mr, Stow in the
Year 1279, as follows. -
¢ Whereas, before this time, the Penny
was wont to have a double Crofs with
a Creft, in fuch fort that the fame
might be eafily broken in the midft, or
into four quarters, and {o to be made
into Half-Pence, or Farthings; which
Order was taken in the Year of Chrift
1106, the 7 H. x. It was now (a) or-
¢ dained, that Pence, Half-Pence, and
“ Farthings, fhould be made Round ;
¢ .whereupon were made thefe Verfes fol-
E lﬂWiﬂg!

. ™ A A R R

! Edward
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¢ Edward did fmite Round, Penny, Half-
¢ Penny, Farthing,

¢ TheCroffe paffes the bond of all,through-
© out the Ring :

© The Kings fide, was his head and bis
¢ Name written (b)

¢ The Crofle fide, what City it was in .
¢ coyned and [mitten.

¢ To Poor man, ne to Prieft, the Penny
¢ frayfes nothing, '

¢ Men give God, ay, the leaft ; they feaf?
¢ bim with a farthing.

¢ A thoufand, two bundred , fourfcore
¢ years, and mo,

© On this Money men wondred, when it
¢ firft began to goe.

¢ And befides thefe Moneys, there was
¢ coined Groats { ¢) containing 4 4. the
* Piece (for what follows, he quotes Re-
* giftr. of Bury) the Pound of Efterling
* Money, at this time; containing 12
¢ Ounces ; to wit, fine Silver (fuch as
 Men make into Foyle or Leaves, and is
¢ commonly called Silver of Gutherom
¢ Lane ) 11 Ounces, 2 Efterlings (4)and
* one Ferling (¢) and the other 17 4. 0b.4.
* to be Allay. Alfo the Pound ought to
. weigh of Money XX s. and Il 4. by Ac-

| compt ;
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¢ compt : fo that no Pound ought to be
¢ above 205. 4 d. nor lefsthan 20 5. 2 4.
‘ by Accompt. The Ounce is to weigh
¢ 20 d. the Penny toweigh 24 Grains (/).

Thus far Mr. Stow; to which let me
add to the Paffages that are mark’d, as
follows. |

(a) It fhould feem by thefe Words,
that Pence and Half-Pence were not
Round, before this Year 1279, but they
were certainly Round in H. 1. time. For
in 1108, Sim. Dunelm {ays, the King ap-
pointed the Pence and Half-Pence fhould be
all Round. And in 1180, Philip Aymary
of Tours was fent for, to new coin the
Money; which was done, and made all
Round, as faith Radulf de Diceto. But, it
may be, that E4. 1. was the firlt that ap-
pointed Farthings {hould be coin’d ( like
Pence and Half-Pence ) Round, Tho.Wal-
Jingham 1280, and H. Knighton, p. 2673,
agree with MY. Weftm. in 1279, to fay
the fame thing; that becaufe the Penny
was broken in half, to make 2 0o/, and
the Oboli again broken in halves, to make
4 Quadrantes or Farthings , it was or-
dained to coin the Obo/i, and Quadrantes,
Round; fo that the Opportunity of cut-
ting from each 04. or Luadr. was taken

away.
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away. And yet the fame 7. Walfingham
in 1278, reprefents Matters as if the OZo-
/s had been diftinétly coined, before this,
in the Shape of a Semicircle. Obolus gui
prius formam habebat Semicirculi, tanquam
_ pars Denarii in medio divifi, fit rotundus.
Whereas, in truth, whenever it was in
this Shape, it was certainly one half of a
FPenny, broken in {under. |

(&) Name written. The Name of the
King was indeed written, whether Wi/,
Henricus, Ricardus, or Edvardus : But no
Body, from thence, can tell whether it
were W.L or II. Hen, [, Ii; I, IV, V,
VL or Ed. I, 1L, TlI, IV. and, as far as I
could ever find, A. VII. was the firt
that was to be certainly known by that
Diftinction , whofe Name I have feen
~mark’d on a Silver Groar, Henric. VII.
But in this I may be miftaken, having
not feen all Coins, and yet enow to ven-
ture this Remark:

(¢) @wats. This is the firlt time,
that [ bave feen Groats mentioned to be
coun'd, in 1279. And tho’ I never fufpeét
Mr, Stow’s Faithfulnefs, or Indufiry, yet
I believe he was here miftaken; as well,
becaufe in 9 E. 3. nomention is made of
them, when Pence and Half-Pence are
forbidden to be melted by the Goldliith,

{inc:
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fince the fame Reafon would have for-
bidden ihe melting down Groats (as af-
terwards was done 17 R.2. ) which for-
bad the melting the others; as al-
fo becaufe that Coin appears not in
Mr. Lowndes’s Accounts, before the 27 E. 3.
which was in 1353, tho’ Tho. Walfingham
‘mentions them in 1351, but he feems not
to have known there were ever any fuch
Pieces before that Year : For in that Year,
he fays, that, Wm. Edington Bp. of Win-
“ton, and L. Treafurer,a Man of great Pru-
dence, but one who confuited more the King's
Profit, than that of the Kingdom, found out,
and coin'd new Pieces s 1. e. Grolflum & di-
midium Grofli. Groats and Half-Groats,
but of lefs weight than they ought to have
been. i.e. 1 fuppole, they weighed not
as much as 4 Penny’s. After this, we
meet with the Name often, and moft com-
monly applied to 4 4. tho’ (as I think }
fometimes to more than 4 4. You may
alfo fee that 2 4. was not called by the
name Zwo-Pence, but a Half-Groat, or
Half-Groz. And in 19 H. 7. Half-Groats
are called Pence of Two-Pence. H. Kny-
ton mentions Groffa in 1378, and fays it
was 4 4. and fo much was given to the
King for every Man and Woman.

(d) Efter-
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. (d) Efferlings. Here Sterling fignifies
a Penny weight, becaule it fignifies a Pen-
ny of fine Silver, which is now called
Standard. And I have never, but once,
feen Sterling ( when it fignifies a Piece
of Money ) ftand for any thing but a
f’aﬁ#j, and that is, in Mowaflicon Angl,
2. Vol. p. 471. where it fignifies a Half-
Penny : For there it is faid, that Hens
were a Sterling a-piece; not in expre(s
Words, but by Confequence,; for it is
there faid, that Wheat was 2, 5. the Quar-
ter; and that the 6th Part of a Buthel of
g’_b’heﬁt was valued at a Sterling; now
the Bufhel is valued at 34 (when the
Quarter is at 25.) and the 6th Parg
of 3 4. is a Half-Penny; and o Sterling
mult be there a Half-Penny. This was
occafioned by Zd. 1. calling in Polards,
Crocards, ot Cocodones, and Rofary’s; all
which were coined, and brought into
England by Foreigners, and underhand
went for Sterlings, (i.c. for Pence, ) but
in the Year 1301, were fufered to go but
ar Qfoli, or Half-Penice; and that not
ong neither : for at Chriftwafs they were
called in, and made 04o/; ; and at Eafter
{ollowing they were cried down quite »
but Corruptions are not {o eafily parted
witlh ; they went currant among the Peo-
Mo E ple




5§50

- Chonicon Preciofum,

ple longer, and retained ftill the name of
Sterlings, tho’ they went for but Half
Pence. H. Knyghton, p. 2493.

(e) Ferling, is a Farthing, or the 4th
Part of a Sterling,

(f) The Penny-weight is here faid to
contain 24 Grains; and fo it does to this
Day. Yet Tho. Rudborn, in Hiff. Maj.
Winton. Anglia Sacra, V. 1. p. 257. {ays
it was determined by W. Conq. 1083,
that a Penny Sterling, round and unclippd,
was to weigh 32 Grains. However, we
are fure it was fo determin’d by Aét of
Parl. 51 /. 3. and fo again, 12 H. 7.
That every Sterling f(hall weigh 32 Grains
of Wheat, that dgrﬁw in the midft of the Ear
of Wheat ; and a Standard for the King's
Treafury is to be made according to this
Affize. ~ 'To reconcile this Difference, 'tis

. probable, that 24 Grains, as they are

Weights to weigh by, may be truly as
heavy, as 32 Grains of Wheat ; which is
as much as the Ats of Parliament re-
quire ; and it would have been trouble-
fome, to have made a Brafs Weight, no
heavier than the 32d Part of a Penny.
Dbolug. Signifies an Half-Penny , or
(as you have feen before ) the half of
any Thing. And as Denariatus Terre
fignifies a Perch of Land (or let it be

any



Chonicon Peeciofum, 57

any other Meafure, or Quantity ) fo 0.
latas Terrée fignifies half that Land; and 2
Farthing (called allo Fardela, Farding-
dela, Farundel, and other Names, which
you may fee in S. H. Spelman’s Gloff) figni-
fics a guarter of it. So Acra, an Acre of
Land, contains (like a Mark in Money )
160 Den. 320 0b. and 640 Quadrantes,” |
cannot find, when Ofo/us, Half-Penny, was
firft coined : but we may imagine it was
coined, as early as ever we can find it
mentioned, becaufe it is not 2 Denomi-
nation, which may be anfwered by ‘otlier
Money (asa Pound by. 20 s. if there had
been any Shillings, or a Mark, by 13544,
or a Shilling by 12 Pence ) but it muft
be a diftinét coin’d Piece. "And o for

Ferlingus, or Farthing. 1 thall make an
end when I have obferved to you, that
when you ‘meet, in old Donations, with
fuch words as Librata Terre, Mareata,
Solidata, ot Denariata, and the like, you
are to underftand as much Land as will
yield the Rent of a Pound, a Mark, 3 Shils
ling, or a Penny, by the Year:

E3 Hera
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Here followsa T ABLE, by which you
will perceive into how many Shillings,
“a Pound-weight of Silver has, at feve-
ral times, been coin’d ; tngether with
its Allay, and what the Ounce was
worth in common Eftimation.

Years. |Finen|Allay.| Shillings. |The Onnce
worth,

-y

0z.dwlozdw| . difer - [ dsioi]
28 E. 1. h1 20 18jxx e I 83

20 E. 3. |11 20 18lxxu  vio I 103

And thus it | - :
mrlltinm:d all 27 £, 3= {11 200 18[xxV IG 1 I
the Reign of & . _
::fi'ﬂﬁjfﬁ' 9 H. ¢. jr¥ 20 18fxxx W -
I H. 6. 11 2lo 18xxxvII vijo 3 X3
f
4 H. 6. |11 20 18|xXX . Q2 6
24 H, 6. |71 2lo 18kxx . . |02 6

Fabian fays, 23 E. 3. that he coin’d
Groats and Half-Groats that wanted 2 s.
6 d. of the Old Standard, in a Pound 7 roy.
This was in 1349, or 1350, but it is a
Year, or two, too foon.

Years,
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Years. |Finen, Allay.| Shillings, |r.EreOm:ce
: worth,
ogdwlondn) 1 dl s d
MO39 H.6l11 200 18fxXXVII VIO 3 I}
§58, 11,7
16, 24.
E. 4. L
Plrx 20 I8XXXVIr vio 3 1}
IR, 3. - |
§H7.J
TH 8 |11 2o 18jxxxxv |0 3 9
34 H. 8, |10 o2 cfxxxxvin |o 4 o
36 H. 8. ]| 6 of6 ofxxxxvi fo 4 o
37 H. 8. | 4 of8 cofsxxxvia lo 4 o
I E 6, 4 o8 olgxxxvin o 4 ©
3 E 6|6 o cluxxn o 6 o
§E 6. | 3 o9 |uxxu o 6 o
- .
6 E. 6 |11 1o 19|LX 0§ o
Q. Mary |11 |t olux o § o

[n realicy fine Sil-
ver, 4 5. 9 d. half-
penny the Ounce.

In reality to § 5. the

Qunce,

In reality 0 22 4,
the Ounce,

In realicy to £2 s
the Ounce.

In realicy to 2 5.
the Qunce,

[orealicy to 1 L 4 &
the Dunce,

Ej

ears,



54

~@iyonicon Preciolum,

Tears.

—

_f-‘;':_mg.lfe_tﬂ.y. Shillings. (The Qunce
worth.
a{-‘iw.iﬂ;{dw- 4. s d. l,. L d-
13 31u 18| Lx DS
1Y 2o 18| Lx DALY .20
IX 20 18| Lxu g
IX 20 18] Lxmr - Tl

! cage
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I cannot leave this Head, till I have
taken notice of one or two Specialties
relating to Coin. The firft is, that when
Sir Rob. Cotton was called to deliver his
Opinion, touching the Alteration of the
Coin, before the Lords of the Privy-
Council in 2 Car. 1. he lays great load on
the Reign of A. VI. for milmanagement
of this Affair of Money, as if it had fuf-
fered fome extraordinary Debafement, in
his Time, and done him great Difhonour,
“and great Mifchief in the Minds of his
Subjeéts, and afforded his Rival ( Rich.
D. of Tork ) an Occafion of high Com-
plaint. And thac when my Lord Trea-
furer Burleigh, and Sir Thomas Smith, were
called upon by Queen Elizabeth, to deli-
ver their Opinions about the change of
Money, they advifed her to reduce the
Standard to the ancient Parity and Puri-
ty of her Great-Grand-Father King £4. IV.
' Upon this, I cannot but oblerve, that
~ H.V. in the oth of his Reign { accord-
ing to Mr. Lowndes’s Accounts ) had rair
fed the Money to XXX s. the Pound;
and that H. VI. in the firft of his Reign,
advanced it to XXXVII s. VI 4 but
keeping ftill to the 0/d Standard of Fine-
nefs (without a change of which, all
other Changes feem to be but merely

E 4 Homi-
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nominal ; for 37 5. and 6 4. will buy no

more Wheat, than 30 5. will do when once
People cometo know there is no more fine
Silver in 375 64. than in 30s. ) but
even this Change continued not long, for
2 4. VI.¢c. 13. upon Complaint made in
Parliament, that there was a {carcety of
white Money, by reafon that Silver uncoi
ned was bought and fold at XXXII 5. the
Pound Troy ; whereas it was of no more
value, when coin’d, than XXXII s, ( 12 d.
abated for the Coinage ) it was ena@ed
that none {hould buy or fel] any Silver
uncoined for above XXX s. the Pound
Zroy, befides the Fafhion. I will not an-
fwer for the Reafonablenefs of this Aét ;

but it proves clearly that the Pound did

not long contain 37 5. 6 4. and it ap-
paars evidently, that 4 7. VI, it came
again to XXX 5. and fo continued to the
very lalt Year of his Reign, when it was
again advanced to 37 5. 6 4. and o cons
tinued for near 50 Years.  So that the
greatelt Debafement of King H, VI. was
jult equal to, and indeed the fame with,
the Faruty, and Parity of King £d. 1V, -

The greatelt Debafement of Money, is
the greateft AZ2y, or Mixture of bafer
Metal with Silver(and that is only bad,
becanlc People are deceived by its looks,

) | e and
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and know not how much fine Silver there
is in fuch or fucha Piece) and that was
in 5 £d. V1. when 9 Ounces of 4Zay
were added to’ 3 Ounces of fiwe Silver,
‘and coin'd into 72 Shillings; fo. that a
~ Pound of fine Silver, at that rate of Mix-
ture, was coin’d into 288 5, or 14 /
8 5. cod. and the Ounce into 24 5. which
was intollerable ; and when in the Year
following, this Bafe Money was called
down, the People fuffered. extreamly by
it. 1 have by me, now, an Account. of
that Time, wherein, by the /7 Procla-
mation (‘dated Jaly 9.) a Colege loft
(outof an 118 L 6 5. 114 ) 297 115,
84d.0b.q. And by the fecond Proclama-
tioh (dated Aug. 17. immediately fol-
lowing ) out of 45 /. 3 5. the Colege loft
15 /. x 5. which was a 4th and a 3d Part
of every One’s Cafh, in thé Space of two
Months. It will be much for the Ho-
nour of tbe late Reign, to have remedied
the greateft Abufe of Money, that was
ever known in Ergland, at a time of the
greate(t Danger and Expence, with very
- litele Grievance of the People.  But, fure,
tis better to prevent a moderate Mif
chief, than redrefs a very great one; and,
perhaps, a Proclamation of three or four

Lines, forbidding any c/ipped Money to -

be
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be received into the King’s Exchequer, in
1690, would have prevented the clipping

and fpoiling 5 Millions. The fecond
Thing I would obferve, is, That an Hi-
ftorian who lived in the Days of A.VI.
and Ed. 1V. tells us, that fuch was the
Enmity of the Houfe of Tork, to that of

Lancafter, that when Ed, IV. came to the
Crown, not only all that was given and
gotten, under the three foregoing Reigns
of Henry 1V, V, VI. was taken away;
buc that the Money alfo, as well Gold, “as
Silver, was changed and coined a-new,
that the Name of Hewry might be no
more remembred. Sed 5 Moneta tam in
Auro, ?:am Argento, ut Nomen in ea pror-

Jus _ deleatur Henrici, fimiliter mutata eff,

5 denuo fabricata. Continuatio Hift, Croy-
land, An. 1461. But Time hath made
all even again, and left us as many Coins
of the Henry’s, as of Edward the 1Vth.
The laft Thing I would obferve to you
is, That tho’ (as you fee in the Table )
the Pound was fometimes 225. 64, 255,
30 5. 375.6d. 455. 48 5. 73 5. 60s.
and 62 5. asit now ftands, Yet, in Ac-
compts, it always fignified 20 5. juft, and
neither more nor lefs. When the Pound
contain'd (for Example) 305, he who
owed another Man Five Pounds, did not

pay
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pay him 150s. but an 1co. And ’tis as
certain that an 1oo s. fignified fve Pounds
at that time, and no lefs, as it does now.
This muft have been ever fince XX s.
came to weigh, and to be call’d, a Pound,
And fo it was with the Saxo» Pound, that
was always 48 s. And he who owed ffve
Pounds, before the Norman Times, did cer-
tainly pay 240 5. which was, both in
Weight and Denomination, five Pounds :
Whereas five Pounds are now only fo in
Name, and not in Weight. Let me end
this Chapter, with giving you the Names
( from Mr. Cambden ) of feveral falfe and
{mall Pieces, that were heretofore in ufe
among our Fathers. In the Time of £.11I.
Crocards, Pollards, Rofaries, Cocadones, Ste-
pings, and Staldings, were cried down.
Gally-Half-Peuce, which were brought hi-
ther by the Genoefe Gallies, cried down by
H. IV. Suskins and Dodkins by H. V.
and Blanks by H.VI. There were alfo
little Pieces coined by A. VI called
Dandypratts, which, 1 fuppofe, were little
and contemptible Things, becaufe that
Word has {ince been ufed to fignifie fmall
and worthlefs People.

CHAPB,.
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CHA P IV,

Of the Price of Corn, and_other Com:
modities, for 600 Years laf} paft,

Aving difpatch’d, with
| what exaciuefs | could,
the Chapters of Moneys | 1
am now come to fpeak to
the Price of Corz and other
Commodities ; which is (whe-
ther you know it, or not)
the readieft way to the So-
lution of your Third, and
moft material Queftion. For,
your Bufinefs is to know
(as near as you can ) what
Eftate or Summ of Money
will now-a-days be equal, or
equivalent to ffue Pounds (let
that be the fuppofed Summ
in this Difcourfe) in the
Reign of King . VI. and
to this End, your Care will |-
be, to find out how much
Msat, Drink, or Cloth, might
be purchafed in Z.VI. Reign,
with V /. and then to find

oug,
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out, how much of the Mo-
ney now current, will be
required to purchafe the
fame quantity of Meaz,Drink,

and Cloth, For, fince Mo- |,
ney is of no other ufe, than |

as it is the Thing with which
we purchafe the Neceflaries
and Conveniencies of Life,
’tis evident, that if V ./ in
H.VI. Days, would purchafe
5 Quarter of Wheat, 4 Hog-
fkeads of Beer, and 6 Iards
of Cloth, he who then had

V /. in his Pocket, was full |

as rich a Man as he who
has now XX /. if with that
XX /. he can purchafe no

more Wheat, Beer, or Cloth, | '

than the other. I do not
mean hereby to pre-judge
this to be the Proportion ;
,but ufe this Inflance to let
you fee, that this is the pro-)

pereft way of coming tof.

know, what Eftate is wow
moft anfwerable, .to an E-
ftate of V L per An. 250
Years ago. And tho ‘the

comparing the Reign of|

P e o
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H.\VI. with your own Times,
would be fufficient for your
particular Purpofe ; yet {ince
1 have made the fame Co/-
leftions, for the Years fore-
going, and for thof€ which
follow the Reign of A. VI,
it will be (1 believe) nei-
ther ungrateful nor unpro-
fitable, to give them to the
Reader ; efpecially fince o-
ther Colleges, which may
be under the like Obligati-
ons, were founded, fome Ze-
fore, and fome frnce , the
Reign of H. VI. It will be
moft for the Reader’s Ufe,
and Eafe, that I fet down

the Particulars in Order of

Zime 3 and if he fhall chance
to judge many of them to
be trivial ( as fome perhaps
will judge them all to be)
as ftanding by themfclves,
I defire him to confider,
that, in conjunction with the
reft, they may be of fome
Moment ; and that others
may like to fee thofe very
Particulars which he fo lit-

-

tlg
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tle elteems. Asto the Tear
of our Lord, (into which I
change the Tears of the Kings
Reigns ) 1 will not pretend
to be moft exact; as well
becaufe I think it not much
to the Purpofe to be fo, as
alfo becanfe each Year of a
King’s Reign, does una-
voidably fall into two Years
- of our Lord, and if I hit ei-
ther of them, or come very
near them, it an{wers my In-
tention.

In King Z#a’s Laws, which

were made betwixt 712, and | -

727, 1t is faid, Ovis cum Ag-
no fuo wvalet unum Solidum,
afque ad XIIT Nofles poft
Pafcha. A Ewe, with her
Lamb, is worth one Shil-
ling, till 13 Nights after Ea-
fter. Bromton, Chr. 766. but
inftead of 13, it thould be
14, asit is in the Saxor of
Mr. Lambard.

Between the Years goo,
and 1000, Ednoth bought 2

Hydes of Land at Stapleford |
(in Bedfordfhire) for C. Shil.| -

=
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" might think, that a Hyde

of the beft Silver, and gave

them to Ramfey d%

Gale’s Hiff. Ramf and
p. 471. Hift. Eimsf a Pa[fr_y
was at X 5. which was about

the Yedr 966. And'p. 473.
an Acre of Land was pur-

chafed at 15, and a Hyde| . .

at C.s. from whence one

contained an IGG Actés, but
it contained 120 Acres. And

once for all, you will do i

well to remembcr that a

Hyde, a TardLaﬂa’ and a|-

ng,a&r s Fee, contains no cer-

tain Number of Acres, but|
differs according to different |
Places; as you may feein{

the Gfﬂﬁrj 5.

In the Sc’nams Confulta Jf X
Monticolis, in_the Time of{ .
King Ethelred, about the| '
Year 1000, i a Horfe be |
loft, the Cﬂmpenfatmn muft |

be jos. A Mare, or Colt:
ofa Yearold,20s5. A Mule

or young Afie at 125 An)

Oxat 304 A Cow 24 4. |

A Swine Sd’ A Man one

| Pound.
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Pound. A Sheep, 1 5. A
Goat at 11 4. Note, That
this is Saxor Money, 5 d. to
the Shill. and 48 5. co the
Pound. Whelock, p. 96.

_In 1043, Chron. Saxon,
Corn was fo dear, as no One
€ver remembred it; info-
much that a Seffer of Wheat
was fold for LX 4. H, of !
Huntingdon  explains this
Sextarins, by faying it was
as much as would load 3
Horfe ; and {o does Rod, de
Monte,in 1041. and both of
{ them fay it was fold for
V Sol. Andboth of them li-
ved about the Year 1140.
A Sefter or Sextarius was
what we now call 2 Quar-
fer, or a Seam, containing
8 Bufhels, So Sir Z7 Spel-| .
man. And in Confirmation |
of it, cites Huntington, 1. 6.
Circa hoc tempus ( [eil. Ed.
Confelf.) tanta fames Angl:-
am invafit quod Sexitarius
Frumenti, qui Equo uni foler
effe oneri, venundaretur V So-
bidis, & ettam plys, Thefe

F two .

=
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two Authors that wrote in
Latin, and lived an 100
Years after, in the Norman
Times, tranflated LX 4. in-
to V Sol. becaufe in their
Days the Shilling contained
12 d. But in the Saxon Times,
7, e. when this Famine or

- Scarcety happened , 1043,

the Shilling contain’d but
5 d. fo that LX 4. withthe
Saxons was XII Sol. So the
Fragment of Alfric Gram-
maticus (cited by Mr. Som-
ner) who died, as Mr.Whar-
tor thinks, in An. 1051, An-
glia Sacr. P. 1. Libra on Le-

“ den s Pund on Englifc, Fif

Penegas gemacigath anne Scil-
linge, & XXX Pencga @mne
Manes. i.e. Libra in Latin
is 2 Pound in Englith, Five
Pennies make owe Schilling,
and 30 Pennies a Mark. A

- Mark was therefore VI Sol. {
as I have before obferved,be- |

caufethere are 6 times 5in 30.

And it will not be amifs, |

to hint to you, on this Oc-
cafion, the necefiity there is
of remembring how near,

——

your
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your Author lived to the
Times he writes of ; becaufe
moft Men are apt to fpeak
of Ages paft, according to
the Ways and Cuftoms of
their own. Thus, in the
Laws of King Arhelffan, as

they are tranflated by Fobs|
Brompton (inter X Scripto- |

res) pag, 847. an Offender
is to forteit for his fir/? Fault,
XXX d. for his fecond, 1.X d.
‘and for his third, X s. Now
this could not pofibly be in
King Arhelffan’s Time, when
LX 4. made XIIs. but in

Jobn Bromptor's Time, (who|

lived under Edw. lil.) X .
was double ( as it fill is)
to LX d. and was a trebie
Mul& for a third Offence,

‘as Reafon required. And|

thusin L. 59, of King /na.
He who wounds or maims
. the Hor# of an Ox, is to pay
X d. [ Bromptos {ays V 4.7

of a Cow, 2 4. [B.fays V 41}

Who cuts off the 7a:/ of an

Ox;istopay IV [ B.fays

Vd.] of a Cow, V4. Who
: | -

£

|

pus
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- puts out the Eye of an Ox,

is to pay V 4. of a Cow, a
Shilling. [Brompton{ays 12.d.)
Now, tho’ a Shilling in Brom-
ptow’s Time had in it 12 d.
yet in /ra’s Time, it had but
5 d. 1could give you ma-
ny Inftances of this nature,
if it were ufeful ; but thefe
( which are not alien from
my Defign) may fuffice to
juftifie the Caution I gave
you, of minding your Au-
thor’s Age. But, leaving
you to take part, either with
my Conjectures, or with the
two above-named Authors,
Rob. de Monte, and H. Hun-
tingdon. 1 fet down the
Price of a Quarter of Wheat,
in 1043, at ~———
In1125,aSextar or Quar-
ter of Wheat, at ———
So fay Annales de Margan
( put out by Dr. Gale) there
was {o great a Famine, But
H. Huntington in the fame
Year fays, p.382. Vendeba-
tur Onus equi frumentarium,
FIs. And Rob. de Monte, in

St L

00 0o 60

OI 00 QQ
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the fame Year, fays it was
the deareft Year in England,
that was ever known; for
a Horfe-load of Wheat was
fold at V1 -Sol. This, upon
the Credit of thefe two Wri-
ters, feems more likely, than
the Price fet by the dnnalifl,
of 20,

If the Liber niger Schacca-
rii, were written in the Time
~of A. L. as {fome affirm, it
ought to be noted down, in

the next place, (fince he be- |

gan 1100, and ended 1135.)
1. Pro Menfura Tritici ad
Panem Centum Fominum,

2. Pro Corpore Bovis Paf- |-

cualis. |
Pro Prabenda XX Equo-
rum.
3. Pro Ariete vel Ove, —
1. This was the Exchange
made by the King ; that in-
{tead of Pra'wﬁam for his
‘Houfhold, he might have
fome ready Mauey to defray
the Expences of his Court,
and pay his Soldiers. In-
ﬁead therﬁfore of Bread
F 3

bl

Q0 OI 0O
CO OI 0O

00 00 04

00 00 04 -

for .
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for a ‘100 Men (for one
Meal, I fuppofe) the Te-
nant was to pay a Shilling.
2. Inftead of a ftalled Ox,
the Tenant was to pay a

Shilling. Mr. Selden, in his

Notes on Eadmer, fays it
was five Shillings. But Sir A.
Spelman (in v. Firma ) who
{aw the Book, and tranfcribd
this Paflage, puts it down
Solidum unum; and him 1
follow. He fays, it is 2 Book
on which the Sun does fel-
dom fhine ; meaning, that
it is rarely feen and hard to
come at. He had the Op-
portunity of tranfcribing
many Pieces of it, which he
has given, in feveral places
of his Gloffary; and fo has
Mr. Lowndes tranfcribed a
good deal of it, in his Effay.
But this 1s all that [ could
find to my prefent Pur-
pole. ~

3. By Provender of Horfes|

1s always meant Oars. ‘And
inftead of bringing Oats for
XX Horfes ( for a Night, 1

img-

X
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~imagine) the Tenant was
to allow 4 Pence.

In the Laws of A.1. cap.
26. Forty Sheep are valued
e ok

About the Yeat 1145.the
Tenant of a Place was to
pay yearly XX s, or VI
Oxen, each worth Il s. M.
Paris, p. 1013.

In 1185. The Tenants of
Shireborn,are by Cuftom, to
pay either 2d. or 4 Hens,
which they will. And by
the Cultom of Belefhal, they
are to have a Ram,or VIII 4.
( and in the Preface to King
Athelftan’s Laws, a Ram was
at 4 d. Vel unus Aries, qui
walear ITII Denarios.) Monaft.
V.IL p. 528.
~ In 1196.Sogreat a fcarce-
ty of Corn that, at Salisbu-
ry, a Sema of Wheat was
old at :

Inx197. A Sema of Wheat
(i.e.a Quarter ) at ——
 Tho.Wikes, Chron. Dr. Gale
(to whom we are obliged
for ¢he Edition of this, and

F 4

g < d,
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. other Hiflorians ) put his
Note vnder the word Sema-
guatuor modios. Which. fure-
Yy, is not fo; for Sema is a
uarter, or 8 Bufhel. And|
{o Sir H. Spelman, Seam VIIF
modiorum wmenfura ; fic de
Framento diltum, quod wunius
Equi it Sauma, 1. €. Sarcina,
So that, with him, a Quar-
ter of Wheat is a Horfe-
load. And, doubtlefs, a
Quarter is a quarter or fourth
. Part of fome Load or Weight;
for fo quarta, quartalis, and
quartalium, {ignifies a. Peck
or the fourth Part of a Bu-
fhel: and a Quart is the
fourth Part of a Gallon,

In 1199. King Febn or-
dered that a Tun of Poitiou-
Wine, fhould be fold forno| 2 5, 2
more than —— =— oI 00 oo

A Tun of drjou-Wine at |ox o4 co

No Frexch-Wineabove |or o5 og

Unlets {o very good, that
One would be glad to give,
per Tun - ~—10I 06 o8
- No Sextarium, of Poillou-
Wine, to be fold above —— | 0o 00 o4
. Noy
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Nor any White, dearer
thﬂn : : -
But the Merchants could
not bear this 4ffife, and {old

L]

the Red for 6 4. and the|

White for 8 d. the Gallon.
And the Land ( as the Hifto-
rian obferves) was filled with
Drink and Drunkards. An-
nales Burtonenfes. An. 1199.
 Mr. Stow, mentions no Mea-
fure, but a Gallon, for:Sex-
tarius, And Sir H. Spelman

{ays, that at Paris, a Modius |

Vini holds 36 Sextarios, and
that 2 Sextzar is 8 Pints.. At

this rate Tounellus ¥ini, will|

hold, butabout 6o Gallons,
which is the neareft to our
Hogfhead. Mr. Stow calls
the Poifton Wine, Wine of
Rochel : And for the French
Wine he fays the 4fife was
14 65 4d by the Tun,

And fays, p. 165. that they|

who {old by the Zun, Hog-
Jhead, or otherwife, contrary
to this Affife, were to be
punithed. But, if we are to
underftand. in this place, a

e g
Q0 00 06

Tun
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Zun of Englilh Meafure
( which is 252 Gallons ) by
the word Zonelus, then can-
not 2 QGallon of Poiffou
Wine, come to 4 4. no, nor
to 1 d. fincein XX s. there
are but 240 4. 1 fufpe&
that Sextarius is more than
a Gallon: for I do not think,
that fo long ago as 1199,
Red Wine at x d. ob. and

White at 2 d. the Quare,
would have filled the Land
either with Drink or Drun-
kards; elpecially when 4»-

gou, and Poiffou were in the

Exglifb Hands; it muft be
cheaper much, ‘to make that
Obfervation gﬂnd And
tho’ the Rochel Hogfhead, be
but 46 Gallons, yel: it will

not do.
In r202. So great a Scarce-

ty ( occafioned by continu-
al Rains ) that a Quarter of
Wheat, was fold for more
than ( Annales, Waverl. )
In 1205. There was fo

oreat a Froft, lafting from |

Fanuary 14. to March 19.

1 5. o

Q0 I2 QO

that

R iy
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that Wheat was at ( M. Pa-
ris.) the Quarter, ———o

Mr. Stow fays the Ground
was fo hard, that it could
not be tilled, and a Quarter
of Wheat was fold the Sum-
mer following, for a Marc;
which in Z. II. Days, had
ufually been at 1 5. Beans and

Peafe,by the Quarter,6 5. 8d. |,

And Oats, that were wont
to be at 4 4. the Quarter,

R A

00 12 QO

were now at 3 5, 4d. Fa-|

bian puts Wheat, now, at

Qg

In or about 1217, when
the King came to Redbours,
the Camerarius of St. Albans
loft three good Horfes, two
Afles, and 2 good new Cart :

all which were worth, at

leaft, 50 s

When Fulco de Brenf came|

to Langley, the Camerarius
foft three Houfes, that were
burnt, and 35 Hogs, which
all came to at leaft X /. and
a Plow that coft X s. (which
15 2 miftake for Xd4.) And

when the King of France’s!

Ma-

75
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- Marechal came, he loft ma-|
ny Oxen, Cows, Sheep, and
other Things, and 24 Horfes,
valued, at leaft, at 40 Marks,
z.e. 261 135.4d.  Marth,
Paris, page 1059. Thel-
Camerarias was the Recei-| .
ver of the Rents, and who
provided Clothes for the
Monks. |

In 1223. Wheat was ve-
ry dear, and fold per Qusr- 5 e
ter, at (Stow, in 7 H.III,

About 1232. The Aber|”° ** °°

- of St. Albans, going a Jour-
ney, and attended with fix
Efquires on Horfeback, a-
grees, that if the Horfes die
on the Way, he will give
for each Horfe X s. and the|
Horfes are to be ftrong and
handfom ; decentes, €0 forzes
ad portandum. M. Paris, p.:
1051. S |

In1237. Wheat wasby the|
Quarter,——— 00 03 o4

Barly, ——— 00 02 00

- Oats, ~——— — |00 o1 Q0

Antzg.Peterborough, p.304.
Where I muflt obferve, that
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{ reduce all Meafures, to a
Quarter , for Uniformity’s
fake. Here I meet with the
word Sceppe, which the Glof-
Jaries forget ; but it fignifies
a Bufbel, as appears, by ca-
fting up the Summ here men-
tioned, where XX VIII Quar-
ter,and one Sceppe of Wheat,
arevalued at 4 /L 13 5. 9 4.
which is jult 5 d. the Bufpel.

If you chance to meet
with any young Compani-
ons of yours, who flight
thefe fort of Studies, you
may acquaint them, that the
prefent excellent, moft learn-

ed, and moft ufeful Bifhop|

of Ely, put out, with no
fmall Labour of his own,
the Antiquities, out of which
I have told you, what Price,
Wheat, and Barly, and Qats
bare, in or about 1237. Or
(as Dr. Kennet ) 1240.

In 1243, and 1244. Corn
fo plentiful, that Wheat, and
Peafe were each of them
by the Quarter ( M. Paris

N dnnis, ) Fs

Li g oo

L0 03 60
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2 I 1246. A Quarter of |
Wheat (fo deat 3“12; (Th, |1 s ‘&

Wikes.) -~ - oo 16 0o
- Inx247. A Quarter of
Wheat é{lill dear) at (7ho.
Wikes. ) —— |00 X3 04

In x257. A Quarter of
Wheat ( exceflively dear )
at ( Fabian. ) ——e OX 04 00
In 1258. So great a Fa-
mine,that many People were |
ftarved, fo that a Quarter of
Wheat was fold at ——|co 16 oo
So Walter Hemiugford.
Which makes me fuipeé,
that Fabian was miftaken in
his Accounts of the fore-}
going Year, which make
Wheat one third dearer.
Mr. Stow fays, it was XV s,
nay XX.s. the Quarter.
 In 1270. Wheat was fo
wear, that it was fold at, the
Quarter, - —| 4 16 0O
And fometimes at 16 5. the |
Bufh. which makes it at 6/. 8s.
Sothe Author of Antig.Bri-
tan. in¥Vita Fob. Pecham, who
{ays that Provifions were fo
{carce, that Parents did eat

»

their
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their own Children. But,
I hope, we need not believe
him; ’tis only an Expreffion
of the greateft Want imagi-
nable. ; ;

In 1286. Wheat was at,
the Quarter, - -

But fuch a Storm of Rain,
Thunder, and Lightning, fell
on St.Margaret’s Night, that
Wheat came by degrees to,
the Quarter, .

- And this Dearnefs conti-
nued off and on for about
40 Years, {o that fometimes
it was fold at Zowdsn for
4 L the Quarter. H. Xnigh-
fony P. 2468.

In 1287, Wheat was fo
cheap, that it was fold at,
the Quarter, ~ - —

In 1288. So great the
plenty of Corn, and fcarce-
ty of Money, that Wheat
was fold, by the Quarter, at

So dngl. Sacr. Annales VWi.
gorn. The Waverly Annals
fay at 5. Mr. Stow fays,
that Wheat was (old ( tho’
the hotteft Summer that

R e

L 5. d

00 02 o8

00 16 QO

00 03 04

Q0 OI o6

was
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'now and then, it was, In L

was remembred ) at Loudon
for 3 5. 4 d. in other Parts
of England,at 1 5. 8.4d. and

15. 44d. and 1 5. nay,inthe|-

North,and Wef? Parts, at 8 4.
the Quarter. Barly at 6 4.
and Oats at 4 d. and Peafe
and Beans very cheap. And

yet Fabian fets it down this |

Year at 9 5. 4 4. which is

very dear, But it is eafie to
be miftaken in fetting down
one Year for another. And
therefore when H. Knighton

fays, that great Dearnefs

continued off and on, for
4o Years, we muft under-
ftand him candidly; for

that Space of Time, exceed-
ingly cheap.

In 128¢. Walfingham {ays
Wheat was fo cheap, that
in fome Places it was fold,
the Quarter at 1 5. 84. in
others at 1 5. 4 4. and in
others at 1 s. which does
certainly belong to the Year
foregoing. Fabian makes

this a dear Year, and fays
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Wheat was by the Qﬂarter,|
at 12 5. and fays it went on |
increafing till it came in|
Ed. 1. Timé to 2 1 the,
Quarter.

It may be, Mr. Dugdale’s
Account, in his Warwick pire
-Antig.may be the more like-
ly, as being between the Ex-
treams, of Walftugham and
Fabian, as follows.

Wheat, the Quarter, at

Rye, -

L s s

Barly, - -
Beans and Peafe, ——
Oats, —~———0u- —

A Swan at  e——e

A Duck at
- Mr. Srow’s Account of this
Year 1s, that by reafon of
great Hail; and Rains, Wheat
rofe from 2 s. the Quarter,
to X 5. 84. and, by degrees
came to XX s. the Quar-
Ler.

In x290. Tho. Walfingham,
and from him the Autlior of
Awutig. Britan, in Vita, Fob:
Pecham, fays, that Wheat,

which had been at 2 5. the
' S

l.

C0O

1 00

QO
co
oQ
QO
Q0

5
06 oo
05 02
03 00
02 03
02 00
03 04
00 OK

yari
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Quarter, rofe (by reafon of L .
great Rains and Storms ) to oo 16

Which Scarcety continu-
ed off and on, for many
Y ears.

In 1294. Wheat ( dear
by the Quarter. ( Fabian )

And fometime XX s. as
H. Knighton.

In 1298. At Scarborough
in Torkjhire, the Price of an
5} A

A Cow at g —

A Heifer at -

A Sheep at - Sam

Monafticon, Vol. 2. p. 403+

Q0

Q0
00
00
@0

In 1299. This Year, was.

made an A& of Common-
Council, for Prices of Victu-
als to be fold at London, by
Confent of the King and No-
bility : And as to Poultry,
it was as follows. Srow.

A fat Cock,

Two Pullets, -

A fat Capon, s

A Goofe, LR

A Mallard, g ey

A Pﬁrtfic.'h, e

A Pheafant, e

CO
o0
o0
co
CO
o0
QQ

16

o6
o5

Q2%

QO

ol
(o10]
(0l0]
Q0
0Q
o0
(]9]

AT

QO

Q0

o3

Q0
oL

of 8%
(0} 8
(g b Jt
O4
) =3 |
oi:iy
o4
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A Heron, ————-

A Plover, —
A Swan, == _—_—
A Crane,

I'wo Woodcocks, ——
A fat Lamb, from Chrifi-
mafs to Shrovetide, ———-
The fame, for all the
Year after, —— -
-~ In 1302. In Dagdale’s
Hifl. of St.Paul’s, page 32,
Wheat, by the Quarter, at
Malt ground, at ——
Peafe, at —_—
Oats, at ——
A Bull, at —
A Cow, at -
A fat Mutton, at ——
An Ewe-Sheep, at
A Capon, at —
A Cock or Hen

In 1309. Wil Hhors (in-|

ter X Scriptores ) in his
Chron. p. 261c. gives us an
Account of the Feaft which
Ralf de Born, Priour of St. Au-
guftine’s Cant, made con his
Inftallation-Day : In which
it appears that hie paid, very
G 2

/.
00
00
00
00
00

Q0

o0

Q0
Q0
Q0
el
ole)
Q0
o0
Qo
Q0
00

83

5.

a

00 06

QO
03
oI
Q0

OI

QO

‘04

O3
02
0%
Q7
06
or
00
00
Q0

of
Q0
Q0
Ol ;

o4
O

(el
O4
06
00
04
ole)
00
o8
0z
g

greds
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great Rates for many Parti-

culars of his Bill of Fare, |

confidering the Times. 1
have given the whole, but
computed the Price of each
Particular, that the Reader
may fee a little of the Spi-
rit of that Age, and allo
what Proportion Commodi-
ties then bore, to what they
do at this Day. And it will
not be amifs to give him
the Preface which William
Thorn makes to this Bill of
Fare. Becaufe (fays he )
the prefent Times ( 1380)
may not, by any means , be
compared with the foregoing
ones, for plenty and abundance
of all fort of Things, I bave
thought it convenient, to give
the following Account of this
Feaft, not that Pofterity might
imitate this Coftlinefs, but ra-
ther might admire it. And
thus it was.

Of Wheat, 53 Quarters,
Price XIX Z L So that a
Quarter came to

Lo

| 00 07 02

Of
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Of Malt, 58 Quart. Price
XVIL Z Xs. [ AQuarter at
Of Wine, 11 Tun, Price]
XX Z. [A Tun ator a-
bout ~——-

Qats for the Guefls, as|

well within, as without the
Gates of the City, 20 Quar-
ter, Price 1V /. [ So that a
Quarter came to _
. For Spice (‘pro Speciebus)
XXVIIIZ : |
For CCC L. of Wax, Price
VIII /. [ So that a Pound
came to near |
Almonds, D Z, Price 111/
XVIII s. [ So that a Pound
came to above ————
XXX Ox Carcafles ( pro
Carcoifis Boum) Pr. XXVII L
[ Each came to

Of Hogs, C. Price XVI /|
[ So that each Hog came m!
about —_— |

Of Muttons, [. de Multo-
nibus | CC. Price XXX /.
[ Each came ta -

Of Geefe, [ de Aucis] M.

Price XVI/ [Each Goofe |
}oo0 00 032

about ——
G3

U T
00 06 oo

0% 03 07 ;

00 04 00

00 00 06%
00 00 OI}
co 18 oo
00 03 02}

00 03 OO0

.3
Ot
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Of Capons and Hens, D.

Price V1 /. V 5. [ Each Fowl
came to

Of Pullets, [ de Pulonibus’}| .

CCCCLX XL Price 1L
XIV s. { Each O
Of Pigs, [ de Porcellis |
CC. Price V /. [Each Pig at
Of Swans, 24. Price VIIZ
[ Each Swan came to ~——
Of Rabits, 600. Pr. XV /.
[ Each Rabit came to ——
De Scentis de Braun, 16.
Pr. 111 /. V.s. Each Sheild
of Brawr (and thercfore
Mr. Somner guefles right, that
it fhould be read. Scatis )
cameto > ==
" Of Partrich, Mallards,

Bitterns (Butores) and LarKks, t

XKL

Of Earthen Pots, M. Pr.
XVvs.

Of Salt, 9 Quart. Price
X . 'tis 9 Summas. But ’tis,

without doubt, a miftake, for |
Salt was never fo low, as|

7 bree-Half-pence the Bufb.

De Sciphis, M. CCCC|
Mugs. 1 believe, or Wooden

/.

Q0O

QQ
Qo
@le)

QO

co

L

Colba

00 03

co 06
o5 10

oo 06

Cans,
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Cans, to drink in, or it may
be Black Facks.

Dithes and Platers,[Plazels)|

or Trenchers, MM.M.CCC.
De Scopis & Gachis. Price

VI[I R T L2 Sfﬂpa, i.s a}
Broom or Beefom, and, by |

its ufe, a Penitentiary Difci-

pline. But what it is here, |
or what Gachis fignifies, 1|

know not.

O Fifh, Cheefe, Milk, O- |

nions, &¢c. Price 112 X s.
Eggs, 9600, Pr. 1V /4 Xs.

Which are about 9 for ——
Of Saftron, [ Crocus | and

Pepper. Price 1/ XIV .

In Coals, and [Doleis ]|

fetting up Furnaces. Price
HZL Vills. _

In CCC Ells of Caneum,
Canvas, or Flax. Pr. IV-/

In making up Tables, Tref- |

fels, and Dreflers. Price
i 4 X1V s,

Given to the Cooks and |

their Boys, VI /4

To the Minflrels, or Mu- |

fick, Il /. X .
G 4

o’ Al R
Q0 OO0 Of
5

3 _
| The
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L e

The Summ total is,

CCE XXXV VTS os
taking in the Prefents and
Gratuities, At this Feaft
there were 6000 Guefts that
fat down at the Tables, and
they bad 30c0 Meffes. And

therefore inftead of guo re- |

Jpondentes (at the end of this
Account ) I would read Cor-
refpondentes ; anfwering to,

or f{etting Oppofite to. each

il

other. And fo there wasa} X

Mefs to each Couple. 1.0b-
ferv’d above, that this Prior

paid dear for many Parti- |

culars, and if you will com-|

pare this Account with the
foregoing ones, you will
find his Corz of each kind,
his Beef, and Mutton | and
Swans, to be at a high Rate ;
and as for the Article of £a-
bits, T am almoft {ure there
muit be fome miftake in it,

for they could never be (o

dear (fo long ago ) as 6 4
a-piece, e ByEl
[n 1309. A pair of Shoes,

(Spelm. GL. v, Vatarius ) at

VLR ddl

CO 00 04
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In 1314. Antig Oxon. Up-
on the Changellors and Pro-
~ &ors me{laints to the
King, ( £.11.) that the Mat-
“ket of Oxford ran unreafo-
nably high, fo that poor
Scholars could hardly live,
the King {ent down his Man-
date, to regulate this Affair.| -
But fince the Parliament
took the fame Thing ( with
refpect to the whole Nati-
on ) into Confideration, it
will be better to give the
Rates they thought fit to
fet upon Provifions, efpeci-
ally fince there is no diffe-
reace, or-but a little, be-
twixt thefe two Accounts.
Thus therefore Mr, Stow
fets it down.
A ftalled, or Corn-fed| 7 s 4.
Ox, at HOLAGT' 04" 60
A Grafs-fed Ox, - 00 16 00
A fat ftalld Cow, — |oo 12 oo
An ordinary Cow, -—— (oo 10 00
A fat Mutton, unfhorn |
(Corn-fed, the Oxford An-

tig. fay ) | e co or o8
A fat Mutton, fhorn, €0 OI 02

A
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A fat Hog of two Years
old (the 4ntiq. fay it fhould
be ovis bima, But, 1 think,
the Price does not fo well
agree with that ) at

A fat Goofe, in the City,
3 d. but every where elfe, at

A fat Capon, in the Ci-
ty, 2d. !. elfewhere, at

A fat Hen, in the City, |
Q0

yd. ! elfewhere, at ——
2. Chickens, in the City
1d. 1 elfewhere, at
4. Pigeons (_in the City
but three Pigeons ) for

24. Eggs (in the City |

but 20 ) for

But, notwith{tanding this
Al of Parliament, Things
could not be purchafed at |
thefe Rates, for People
would not bring them to
Market, (and that is a thing

that Parliaments cannot re-|

medy ). and fo the King was

fain to revoke the former|

Adt, and leave People to fell;
as they could ( for a Trade
will do as it can, and never

be forced, one way  ar

aQo

QQ

Q9

(8]@)

6le]

Q0 O

QO 02
Q0 OI

00 Of

Co oI

other )
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other ) and (as Walfingham

tells us, in 1314,and 1316,) '

the Price of Peafe, and Beans,
and of Wheat was, by the
Quarter, at
Malt, at
Sale, at ——  ——
Nay, (by the Rains in
Harveft ) the Dearth was

fuch, that Wheat came to|
30, and 4o s. the Quarter.
And Good Ale was at the|
Gallon (per Lagenam, from |
whence the word Flaggon, |

which ufed heretofore to
hold 4 Quarts, is derived, )
" The better fort, at ~—

And the beft of all, at
So that a Proclamation

was fain to be iffued out, |
that a Lagena of Ale, thould

be fold at
_ And that no Wheat thould
be malted ( imbraftatum, )

which the Londorers had u-|

fually done, to the gteat
confumption of Corn, and
fold it, at ( the Flaggon )

" And the viler Ale, at —

L s,

OI 0O

00 I3
oI I§

00 00

00 QO
GO Q0

Q0 QO

CO 00

Q0 00

ole ]

o4
0Q

oz
o3
o4

O] |

or}
oI

In
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In x316. Wheat exceed-

ing dear (Fabian ) at the
Quarter, :
In 1317.So great a fcarce-

ty of Corn, that at Leice-

fler, on a Saturday Wheat
was fold at ( per Quarter )

And the Friday follow-
ing, at the fame Place, at
14 5. the Quarter.

So H. Knighton ; but there
is a miftake in his faying,
the Scarcety continued for
two Years, and was general
throughou’r. all Exgland. Fa-
bign puts it this Year,

And yet of this very Vear
1317, Stow tells us, that the
Harveft was - in fo carly,
that all was houfed, before
St.Giles's Day, whlch is Sep-
temb. 1. and Wheat, that
was before at IV /. the Quar-
ter, was nowat VI, VIIId.
and Oats, ﬂhat was before
I LIV.d. now at V 5.1V 4.
which makes what Knigh-
ton fays probable ; for what
he fays, was but a decreafe
of two thirds :  Whereas

e il

Lo d
OL I2 QO

02 04 00

02 I3 o4

Mr,
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Mr, Stow’s decreafe is eleven

in twelve.
In 1326. x E4.NI. at Tun-

bridge in Kent, Inqufitio unum.
Capitale Meffuaginm 1.XX

Acres of Arable Land, worth
per An. XXXV s. |
Twelve Hens, at
One Cock and 13 Hens, at
Eight Porkers and a half,

at p—

8o Acres of Arable, at
XX s ie. per Acre, —

Acre at
14 Acres of Meadow,
each at
18 Acres of Arable, each
Acre at

L

at

Two Acres of Meadow,
each Acre at  e——— —
A Cock, —— e

Three Hens -

Mr. Lambard's Perambu-
lation of Kent, p.541. You
may {ee from hence, that
vou can make no certain
. Computation, from the Rates

—1co
@]9

Q0

1] 4
00
20 Acres of Pafture, each _

ol

QO

fele
27 Acres of Arable each|.

Q0

QO
coO
QO

oI
QI

15
ole
[ole)
00
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Q0
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04
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" Lo
L

-

b

in Leith-Road, 10000 Quar-

of Acres, becaufe of the dif-
ference of the Grounds.

In 1336. Such plenty of
Corn, and fcarcety of Mo-
ney, that Wheat, was at Loz-
don, by the Quarter, —

A fat Ox, at — |
 So H.Kuighton. And Fabi-
an adds,

For a fat Sheep VI 4. and |
‘00

i -

at moft ~—

VI Pigeons for e

A fat Goole, at

And fays it was occafi-
oned by King E. III. gather-
ing up all the Money he
could get, to carry on his
Wars, in France and Scot-
land,

b
00
00

(o]®]

Q0O

In 1338. Wheat, the Quar-
ter, at —-

Barley, at ~ 1

Peale and Beans,the Quar-
ter, at :

Qats, the Quarter, at

In 1339. Several Under-
takers promife to deliver at
the Town of Berwick, and

. 00

Q0

o]8)

| 00

.
o2 09
o6 03

oo o8
co Of
00 02
Q0 Of

03 o4
Q0 10

OX
Q0

Co
IO
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ter of Wheat and Male, eachy /2. s. 4

Quarter at.  —— -—— {00 09 0o
Oats, Beans, and Peafe, |
each Quarter at s—m= 100 Q5. 00

Sir R. Cotton’s Abridgm.
Records. 'This was a high

Pl'iﬂﬂ. :
In 1343. Two Oxen, Price
of each, ~— |00 08 oo

In 1344. One Cow, at {co o§ oo
Dr. Kennet's Paroch. Antig.|
In 1348. H. Knighton {ays, |
that in the Peftilence, Things
were fold almoft for no-
thing. A Horfe worth 40 s.
wasfold for —~ ——105 06 o8
A good fat Ox, at {oo 04 co
A Cow, at {oo o1 o0
An Heifer, ‘or Steer, at oo 00 06
A fat Mutton, at ———~{o0 oo

©4
An Ewe, at = {00 @0 03

A Hogg, at w50 oo Qg
A Stone of Wooll, at 80 o0
The Hiftorian fays upen
this Matter, Lrat lewve pre-
cium cunllis, pre mortis ti-|
more, p. 2599. they were
not only afraid of the Car-
tles dying, but of their own, |

for.
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for, otherwile, Woo/ need
not have been fo cheap.
~ In 1349. Corn fo plenti-
ful, and other Provifions, |
that Wheat was, by the |/ s 4.
Quarter, at — 00 02 00
A fat Ox at London, for {co o6 o8
Antiquit, Britamn.
In 1359. Wheat,very dear, :
a Quarter, at (Fabian) or o6 o8
In 1361. Wheat fo cheap,
that a Quarter was at ( Mo-
#aft. V.2.) —- 00 02 00
Two Hens for a CO 00 OF
In 1363. A Widow is to|
pay 4 Hens, or in Money, |co co o4
XI1 Hoggs at XVIII s.
each Hogg at — 00 o1 06
Dr. Kennet’s Parech. Ant.
Yet Wheat fo dear, that
Walfingham fays a Quarter
was at e 00 15 00
In 1369. Walfingham fays
there was fuch a Dearth, that
Wheat was fold,by the Quar-
ter, at 1 /. 4 5. according to

Stow, OI GO 00
Barly, at - 00 16 04"
QOats, at — 00 08 Qo

In
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L

— In 1379. Wheat fo cheap,
that the Quarter was at
White Whine was fold by
the Gallon, for
Red Wine by the Gallon,

at (Stow) ———
In 1382. A Tun of Wine

not to exceed, (Stow)

]

fter, fold by the Quarter, at
Wheat, by the Quarter, at
Barly, in the fame Year,
by the Quarter, at |
Peafe, by the Quarter, at |
S#liginis, ( which, what
it is, I know not ) per Quar-
ter, at —_
In 1390. Wheat at Leice-
Jter, by the Quarter, at
and 14 s and ‘134 44
And Wooll was fo cheap (by
reafon of a Law that forkad
Men to carry it but to fuch
and fuch Places,for Stranger-
Merchants to fetch it, and
might not export it them-
felves ) that it was fold, by
the Stone, ac —
andat 25, and at 1 5. 8 4,
K. Knighten, who lived at
Lesceffer. H

/A

d,

|co 04 oo

06 00 of

:Cr (o]o) 04

104 00
In 1387. Barly, at Leice.|.

00 OI
aa Oz

CO 02
00 0I

o0 Or

oD 16

00 o3
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ole)
ale)
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A k. SR

In 1401. Wheat very dear, | 2. 5. d.
the Quarter at (Fabian) |00 16 0O
In 1407. In a Computus,
relating to the Prior and Ca-
nons of Burcefler Oxf. are
found thefe following Par-
ticulars, to our prefent Pur-
pofe, which 1 have tranfcri-
bed out of Dr. XKennet's Pa-
rochial Antiquities ; which
Book, if you will read it,
_ will pay you for your Time
and Pains ; being full of ma-
ny curious, learned, and ufe-
ful Obfervations, in this way
of Learning.
For a Cow, 00 07 00
Forthe Calf of that Cow, | 0o o1 08
For a Calf of a Cow that
was fomewhat weak, debilis,| co o1 ©o
For 5 Calves, (each at
2 5. 1d. 1. very near) 00 10 08
For 5 Bufhels and a half
of Salt,
For a Cowele or Cooler,
in Brewing, ~——— | 00 OO O9
For a Cow and her Calf, [co o7 o6
For 2 Buflhel of Wheat, {co co 10
For a Man threfhing for
V Days, -

C0 O3 04

CO 00 10
; For



For 2 Oxen, -

for onc Ox, ——=
. For a new Plow,

For XI Bufhel of Sowing-
Wheat, ( the Quarter near
45.4d.:.) —_—

For XVIII Bufh. of Sow-.
ing-QOats, (the Quart. at 2 5.)

For a Dung-Cart, and all
that belong’d to it, |

For a pair of Cart-wheels,
. For R P. working XII
Days, ( 3d. per Day )

For F. B. working one
Da?a R

For a Calf, e

In 1416. Wheat very dear,
the Quarter at (Fabian)

In 1423. Wheat cheap,

the Quarter at, (Fabian)
" Malt, . at e

Wheat at 8 5. the Quar-
ter, was not,for thofe Times,
cheap; but it was cheap,
with refpe@ to fome dear
Years foregoing, ]

A Ram, at "

A Cheefe at —

Chponicon Preciofium, 99
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From tuch Articlesas this
lalt foregoing one, where
neither Weight, nor Goodnefs
is exprefled, nothing can be
concluded.

In 1425. In another Com-
putus of the Prior, and a
Canon of Buarcefler Oxf. 1n
Dr. Kennet’s Par. Ant.

For a Colt fold, ———

For X Quarter of Peafe,
(each Quarter at25. 2 4.) at

For XVIII Quarter and 2
Bufh. of Peafe (about 3 4.3.
per Bufh.) at = ———

For V Ox-Hides, ————a

For Il Cﬂw-Hldes,

For 11T Cow-Hides, ——

For XVI Calve-Skins,

For XXI Lambs,

For XXXVI ShEﬁ:p-Skins,
of 2 Years old, ———

For XXIII Tod of pure
Wooll, (at 9 5.6 4. the Tod )

For XIX Ells of Cloth for
Napkins, -

Fc}r CXXXII Fl*rgm}ns
and an halt of Ale, at —

I have obferv 'd before,

that Lagena ( a Flaggon)|

/ :
o

o1
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co

CO
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10T

holds 4 Quarts. Now an
132 Flaggons muft, at that
Rate make §28 Quarts, for
which there was paid but 58
Pence : which will bring it
to 9 Quarts a Penny, and 6
will remain befides. Now
this cannot be allowed; there
i1s therefore a Miftake either
in fetting down the Num-
- ber of the Flaggons, or of
the Money paid for them.
And fuch Miftakes are very
eafie. A Flaggon of Ale, or
a Gallon, was (at or near
this time ) valued at 1 4
or1d. %L orrd ! Andif
you ccmpute at this laft
rate, and reckon XV s. for

IV, it will come pretty near |

the Matter.

For XXXII Flaggons of
Red Wine, at 8 4. the Flag-
gon,

For IIl Flaggons and III
Quarts of Sweet Wine, at
1§.4d. the Flaggon, —

This is a manifeft Proof,
that Lagena holds 4 Quarts;
for if it had held 3, there

H 3

g B
CI OI 04

€O C5 Co

had
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had been 4 Lagene ; if it
had held 2, there had been
4 Lagene and 1 Quart. A
Quart came to 4 4.

To W. H. aStone-cutter,
for 4 Days work (4 4. the
Day, )

To 7. C. and 2 ?ervants,
Tyling for 4 Days (between
3 d. a%d 44d.) g —_

Totwo Sawyers working
X Days (4 d. the Day )

For XX Pullets, ~—

For a quarter of an Ox
to fale, —

For a Cade of Red Her-
rings ( 720 the Cade )

For a Frail of Figgs,

For 12 Pound of Raifins,

For a great klefh-Ax,

For 2 Yards of Ruflet
Cloth for the Shepherd,

For 4 Quarters of Wheat
to be malted, ( ’ts, pro 4
quarteriis Frumenti pro Bra-

" fro faciendo ) each Quart. at
~ For a Bay-Horfe, for the
Prior’s Stable, =~ =
~For 2 Colts, —

L.
oe)

oC

0} §
ol
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d.

o1 04
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For 30 Pair of Autumnal |
( Winter ) Gloves for the
Servants,
To the Baker’s Servant for
X Days, ——
For threfhing a Quarter
of Wheat, s
For 8 Woodcocks, for a
Prefent,
For XII Pair of Gloves to
the Bp. of Worcefler’s Ser-
vants, :
For one Man, plowing and
harrowing 12 Days,
Vacce Pretium, ( Maddex
Formul. p.144.) at
In 1426. V Oxen, each
appraisd at
VI Cows, each at
IIT Horfes, each at
Sir H. Spelman, Gloffary V.,
Graile,
In 1434. The Autumn was
{o wet, that for almoft two
Years following, in many
Places of the Kingdom,
Wheat was fold, the Quar-|
ter, at
And yet at the end of
the Year following it came
: H 4

i S —
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—

B e
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5.

QO G4 ©O

cO
00

QO

co
o0
00
00
o0
o0

Or

Of

ole]

OI

06

Q0
ob -

co

e
co

co

O4
o5
CO

0_3

; agaia
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“again to( ETifk. Croyland Con-|

~ ter, about that time.

St e

tinuatio, ) 5 5. 4d. therefore
feems to have been the ufu-
al, common Price of a Quar-

In 1439. Stow fays there
was fuch {carcety,that Wheat
was fold at 1 /. the Quarter.
Fabian, at
~ In 1440. The Scarcety

continued, Wheat was, the
Quarter, at. -
Malt, the Quarter, at
Oats, the Quarter,
Wine, by the Gallon,
Bay-Salt, by the Buthel,
If 1am not misinformed,
the Statutes of a Colege,
that was founded much a-
bout the fame Time with
yours, fay, that the weekly
Allowance, for every Fel-
dow, Chaplain, and Scholar,
thall be, 1 5, 44d. and in
Times of Scarcety, 15. 5d.
and 145 64 But if Corn’
thould be (and continue for
20, Days ) above 2 s. the
Bufhel, then their Allowance

shall be 1. 8.d. the Week,

ro4  Chronicon Preciofum,
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10§

and no farther. Wheat there-

~ fore at XVI s. the Quarter,

muft be accounted exceed-
ingly dear. And yet in 4.
1440, It was, at the loweft

- reckoning of Mr. Stow, at|
20 s the Quarter. But, in-|"

deed, from that Year, to
1460, I have never found
Wheat at above 8 s. the
Quarter, and therefore 2 s.
the Bufhel might well be ac-
counted a very high Price.

And here, if it would avail |
moe any thing, I might juft-1|

ly bemoan our want of Hi-’
ftery for thefe laft 250
Years, and upwards, (I
mean of Latin Writers )
there having been very few,
that have tranfmitted any

thing (as of their own|

knowledge ) of the Reigns
of H.1V,V,VI. E41V, V.
Rich, II1. except what Sir 7he-
mas More has left us of the
two laft. But, as to the Puy-
pole in hand, I have had
the good Fortune to meet
with the Compurus’s of ¢
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o

or 1o Years, that will ex-
actly fit you, in this Inqui-
ry, and they are of very
great Credit, and fhall go
under the Name of £.C. but
I will firft give you an Ac-|{
count of the Price of Things,
which I received from a pri-
vate, but a very creditable
hand, of the Year 1444.
For an xoo Quarters of
Wheat, 21 L. 13 5. 44d. each
uarter at
For 2 Bufhels of Wheat,
(I fuppofe for Seed )
For 2 Bufhels of Peafe (for
Seed alfo )
For 5 Quarters of Peafe,
15 5. each Quarter at
For 50 Quarter of Malt.
10 /. each Quarter at
For 6 Calves, 12 5. each

Calf at — S
For 8 Porkers, 1/ 4s.
cach at, —

befides ( 7.e. without ) the
Head. :

For 40 Geefe, 105, cach
Goofe at — -

b8 o,
Q0 04. 04

o0 Of 0O
0 01 ©O
0o O3 00
00 04 0O
00 02 OO0

0o 03 00

Q0 00 O;

For
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For 31 Dozen of Pigeons,
10 5. 83 d. each Dozen at
about — —

For 15 Doz. of Pigeons,
2 5. 6 d. each Doz. at

For 100 Poz. of Pigeons,

each Doz. at —
Yoran Ox, —

For 8 Cignets, or young
Swans, each e

For a Flitch of Bacon,

For 4 Oxen, (young, 1
fuppofe, and lean) 52 s.
each at —_—

For 26 Warp of Ling,

For a 100 Stock-Fifh,

For a Barrel of Herrings,
(7. e 30 Gallons fully
packed )

For 2 Plough- Oxen,

For a Quarter of Qats,

For 3 Bufhel of Green
Peale, (3 for Seed )

At this time it appears
that Mafter Traders wrought
by the Day for 3 4. and
their Labourers or Servants
at 1 4. But then, I believe,
they had their Meat and
?riﬂk. The yearly Wages

A
QO

(0/0]

00
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CO
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' think this Cloth to be very

Jons of Ale at Is. VId. each

were, fome 1/ 65. 84 o-

thers 1 /. For this, fee here- |

after, Chap. 3.
In 1445. VII Quarter and
an half of Wheat came to

XXX s which is, each Quar- |

ter, at - —-
Qats, by the Quarter, at
X Flaggons, or Gal-

Gallon at e —
Hay, by the Load,

For 3000 Red Herrings, |

XXIV Bullocks and Hej-
fers, VI Z each Head at

Cloth for Surplices for
Scholars, the Ell, at

And, that you may not

coarfe, I aflure you it was

the fame with the Napkins | -

ufed at the Altar; and that,

it you know the Religion'of

thofe Days, was certainly

finc. - B, C. |
In 1447. Wheat, by the

Quarter, E. C. —
Qats, the Quarter,

In 1443. Wheat, by the
Quarter, 5" ikl BT

CO
OO

0O

0O

0

00
00
Q0

04 ©6
C2 CO

00 Of !
03 06!
I OO

05 ©0

08 ©0
O2 D[;
06 Q8
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Qats, the Quarter,

A Cade of Red Herrings,

A Barrel of White Her-
rings, E.C. ——

In 14499. Wheat, by the
Quarter, E.C. ———

Cade of Red Herrings,

Barrel of White Herrings,

XV Sheep, at I 2. XVls,
Xd )ear:h bheep at (with-
in L

vii Hoggs,at XIII s.VIIld,
each Hogg at ( within &)

In 1450. Oats, the G@art

Beans, the Quarter,

In 1451. Wheat, by the
Quarter, at e

Oats, the Quarter,

XXVI Gallons of Ale,
( here the word Galo is ufed
for Lagena ) at -3 s. each
Gallon at
- Beans, the Quarter,

For a Cade of Red Her-
rings, i

For a Barrel of White
Hemings, E.C.' = =

[n 1453. Wheat, by the
Quartcr,

/.
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e A
Ale, per Gallon, 00 00 OI:
Cade of Red Herrings, |oco o7 06
Fourfcore Wh. Herrings,
E.C. i 00 OI 00
In 1454. Oats, by the
Quarter, —— 00 oI 1IDY
In 1455. Wheat, very
cheap, the Quarter at 00 OI 02
Malt, the Quarter, ( Mr. -
Stow ) at — 00 OI 0F
In 1457. Wheat, by the
Quarter, e 00 07 08
Qats, the Quarter, 00 OI 09%
A Gallon of Ale, at 00 00 Of
A Cade of Red Herrings,
at e — &0 06 08
' 92 White Herrings, £ C.]o0 o1 oo

In 51 A HIL it was de-
termin'd by Autherity, that
when a Quarter of Barly
was fold at 2 s. then Ale
might be afforded 4 Quarts
for 1d. And when Barly
was at 2 5. 6 d. the Quarter,
then Ale was to be 7 Quarts
for 2 4. dnd fo to increafe
and decreafe, after the Rate
of 6 4. the Quarter. But
no Rules can always hold

for
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for Trade : as you may fee,
by comparing the Price of
Barly and Ale, in thefe and
other Accompts.

In 1459. Wheat, by the
Quarter, at

Oats, the Quarter,

A Gallon of Ale, at

A Cade of Red Her-
rings, at e
_ 92 White Herrings , at

E.C. —_—

In 1460. Wheat,the Quar-
.ter, at —

Oats, the Quarter,

A Gallon of Ale, at

Cade of Red Herrings, at

192 White Herrings, at
E.C,

Here my private Guide,
for a while, leaves me; but
not before it has made my
Obfervation good, that from
1440, to. 1460 (the Time
you inquire after ) Wheat
was never above 8 5. the
Quarter,notwithftanding the
Sword was drawn betwixt
the Houfes of Tork, and Lan-
¢after , which uafually cucs

.
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down Corn, as well as
Men.

In 1463. It was enacted
in Parliament, That no Corn
thould be imported, if Wheat
were not above 6 5. 8 4.
Rie 4 s. Barly 3 s. the Quar-
ter ; which fignifies thofe
Prices to be high.

In 1463. At London,Wheat
was, by the Quarter,

Barly, the Quarter,

Peafe, the Quarter,

Qats, the Quarter,

At Norfoik the fame Year,
Wheat, the Quarter,

Barly,

Male, —

Qats, Mr. Stow,

In 1464. White Wheat
was fold by the Quarter,
( Sir R. Cotzon’s Records )

In 1475. Oats, the Quar-
ter, at

Load of Hay,at

This is from a private
Computus, P.C.

In 1486. Wheat, very
dear ; and Bay-Salc the fame
Price. Fabian, -

|
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In 1489. Oats, the Quar-
ter, L € K
. In1491. Wheat,the Quar-
‘ter, Fab. _

In 1493. Oats,the Quart.

Beans, P.C
and Bay-Salt the fame) Fab.

In 1495. Wheat, - Fab.

White Herrings, the Bar-
. rel, Fab. _

In 1497. Wheat (very
dear ) Fab,

Qats, the Quarter, P.C.

In 1498. Load of Hay,
P. G :

Mr. Stow {ays Hay was
ufually at 5 5. but now it
Was 105, or 124,

In 1499. Wheat, per Quart.

Bay-Salt, the Quarter,

A Tun of Gafcoign Wine,
at, Mr. Stow.

It is not for want of Pains,
that you have no fuller Ac-
counts of thefe foregoing 40
Years; for, I think, tew pub-
lick Books have efcaped my
Diligence; and my private
Ones haye proved as bar-

I

1

i,

Qo
Qo

QO
Q0O

00

ol
QO

GO

QO
00

Uz

ele}

: 00
In 1494. Wheat (cheap, |
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ren. . And {o it will ‘be for
the 40 Years and more that
follow ; our Chroniclers wan-
ted the Care and Obferva- |
tion of their ‘Predeceflors;
and fetting up for Politici-
ans, quite neglected (as they
thought them ) lefler' Mat-
ters. And,by a ftrange For-'
. tune, I have read the Com-
putus’s, or Accompts, of a
Publick Body, where there
was always good Houfe-
keeping, and have not et
been able, for the Space of
40 Years, to find what Price
a Quarter of Wheat bore,
tho’ they fpent a great ma-
ny every Month. Your
College-Books may fupply
thefe Wants, if you will now
“and then relax from Stu-
dies of more Attention, to
infpect thefe lighter Mat-
ters, which will not make
you a lefs ufeful Member of
your Society. .

In 1504. Autig. Canterb.
Appendix, p.27. Wheat,the| L 5. 4.
Quarter, at |00 05 o8

Red
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IS

| Y

Lo
Red Wine, per Dolium,; |04 oo
Claret Wine, per Doliam, {03 13
White Wine, elet 03 06
Malvefy, a Butt, 04 €O
Ale of Loudon, per Dol.. |o1 10
Ale of Canterbury per Dol |01 05
Beer, per Dyl “lor 03
~ Dolium, 1 believe, does
here fignifie a Pipe, or Butt,
which contains an 126 Gal-
lons. So that the Ale of
London comes to very near |
3 4. the Gallon. The Red
Wine at 7 4. :, '
In1505. ALoad of Hay,at [ co o6
Oats, by the Quarter, at (oo o3
. In 1506, Oats, by the
Quarter, at Co 02
Beans, the Quarter, at |00 03
In 1507. Oats, the Quart, |00 o2
“Beans, the Quarter, 00 03
A Hogfhead of Red Wine, | o1 c6
In 1508. Oats, the Quart. | oo o1
In 1510. Qats, — |00 Oz
Load of Hay, |co 09
Inxsr1. Load of Hay, |co o5
Beans, the Quarter, |00 03
Oats, & 100 02

d.
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In 1512, Oats, the Quart.
Beans,
la 1513. Qats, .
[21515. Beans, P.C.

was by the Quart. (Mr.Stow)

amifs, to infcre a little Piece |

In 1526. Qats, the anrt
Beans, at —

In 1530. Qats, the (h;arr.
Beans, the Quarter,

In 1432. Oats, the Quart
Beans, ——

In 1533. It will not be

of Hiftory, out of honeft
Mr. Stow, to our prefent

Purpofe, under this prefent |

Y ear.

rhh,hﬁnnﬁhn

¢ It was this Yearenaed,
‘That Butchers fhould fell
their Beef, and Mutton, &y
Weight : Beef for a Hm’f
Penxy the Pound, and Mut-
ton for Three Eqrrﬂ}f;fg; :
Which being devifed for
the great Commodity of
the Realm {(as it was
thought ) hath proved far
otherwife. For at that

/,
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chers, he means {uch as li-
ved not, or had not ferved
their Apprenticethip,in Lox-
dou. |

time, ( 7 e. 1533.) fat]
Oxen were {old for XX Vs,

VIl 4 fat Weathers for|’

Hls. IV 4. fat Calves of
the like Price. A fat Lamé
for XII 4. The Butchers
of London {old Penny-Pieces
of Beef, for the relicf of
the Poor ; every Piece two
Pound and an half: fome-
times 3 Pound for a Penny.
And 13, fometimes 14 of
thefe Pieces for XII 4.
Mutton VIII 4. the Quar-
ter. And an roo Weight
of Beef for IVs. VIl 4
What Price it hath grown
to fince, it needeth not to
be fet down. At this}
Time alfo, and not before,
were Foreign Butchers per-
mitted to fell their Fleth
in Leaden-Flall Market of
London,

I fuppofe by megn But-

¥ 3

in



e

S

Tionicon Preciofum,

-

In 1535. QOats, by the
Quarter, at -

In 1537. Oats the Quart.

Beans, the Quarter, -

In 1543, Oats, ——

Beans, |

In 1551. Wheat, by the

Quarcer,  — ol
Malt, at
2 Quarts of Malmfey,

Oats the Quarter,
A Load of Straw,
A Load of Coals,

Whenever you meet with |

Coals, 1n old Accounts, you
are to underftand thereby
Charcoal, not Seacoal ; which
has not been in common
ufe (as well as I can guels)
150 Years; at leaft not in
Lowdon: Tho' 1 find them,
in M. Paris under the Name
of Carbo Marinus, in the
Time of ALl in Addita-
ment.

In 1552, Barly, the Quart.

In 1553, Wheat,

Male, e

A-Tun of Wine,

Mulcadel the Quart, at
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Lrtd. 1ol
Malvef}', thf: uart, o 00, 0. 05y
Red Wine, the Quart, . 1]oo oo 03
In 1554. Wheat, the Quar-{ ... .
ter, at —i—  ~—Jlog 08 oo
~ Rye, the Quarter, 100 06 o8
Malg, at -100.0§ 00
In 1555, Wheat, thf- Quar
ger, at . —— {09, ©8 0o
Rye, the Quarter, 00. 16 00
Malt, the Quarter, QO; C5. QO
In 15456. Wheat,the Quart.| 00 o8 ©o
Malt, the Quarter, 00 0§ 00
Beans, the Quarter, 0o 06 o3
In 1557. Wheat,the Quart.{ oo 08 oo
Rye, the Quarter, |oo 08 oo
Malt, the Quarter, 00 0§ 00
Oats, the Quarter, 00 IO QO
For threfhing a C@arter
of Wheat, 00 QI OI
i For tlmc[hmg a Quarter|
of Rye, -—— 100 00 10
Fur threﬂung a Quarter
of Barly, e 00 00 0%
Mr. Szow fays that in this
Year, before Harveft, Wheat
was, per Quarter, —— |02 13 o4
Malt, per Quarter, 02 04 00
Beans and Rye, per Quart.| o2 co oo
Peafe, per Quarter, ——102 06 o8
. I 4 But
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But after Harveft Wheat
was at London, perQuatter,

Male, per Quarter,
-~ Rye, per Quarter,*’

But in the Country Whea
was, per Quarter, -——

Malt per Quarter,

Rye, ——

So that a Penny-Wheat-

Loaf, which before Harveft|

was 11 QOunces, was after
Harveft 56 Ounces. My
Private Computus, takes no
Notice of thefe Advances
and Fals, to which T re-
turn, and fhall only in-
fert, now and then, what

Mr. Stow fays. 1

In 1558, Wheat,the Quart.
Rye,

Barly, — ——

A good Sheep, ——

In 1559. Wheat, ——
ST N e SR o,
In 1560. Wheat, ——

Rye, —

Barly, at

For a Load of old Hay,
For a Load of (I fup-
pofe New ) Hay, — |

888

/.
@0
o
o

Q Q

CO
CO

CO ¢

Qo

(00]
QO
Co
CO

o0

e 4
e

5. il
5 00
o6 08
o o

O4 ©O
o4 o8
o2 08

o8 co
08 ©o

02 IO
c8 ca
¢8 co
08 Vo
o8 oo
O5 Oz
12 06 -

o6 08
Oats,
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Oats, the anrter -
Inx 56 1. Wheat,the C@art

H

Malr the Q:artf:r —

- Qats, the Quarter,

o — —m

- Barley,
‘For a Load of Hay, ——
For a Load of Straw,
For a Hogfhead of Claret-
Wine,
In 156; Rye, the%art
Oats, the Quarter, ~———
| wnuid not have been
weary of tranfcribing fuch
Accounts as thefe, if I had
judged the I;nuwledge of

B o

them, any thing to your|

& S
00 ©

fole} 08
00 08
00 0§

.fl'lDD 05

In 1561 Wheat, -—-—-

00 08

(00 0§

00 13

00 06

02 IO

00 1;

Q0 o5

Purpofe ; but I perceivethe| -

Way was now, and had
been fo for fome Years be-
fore, as well as many that
follow, to fettle the Price
of Corn betwixt the Land-
lord and Tenant, without re-
gard to what it #ruly was.
Wheat was generally fix'd
to 8 s. the Quarter, and Malz,
g.nd Qats at 5. But ﬁncling

|

d.
5§ 00. .

QO

Q0

/e ]
00

Q0
QO -

O4

Q0 .

Qo

4.

QO

i
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it fo for 20, 30, or 40 Years|
together, you may reafona-
bly conclude, that was not
the true Market-Pnce, be-
caufe it is ?‘rt in the na-
ture of the Thing poffible,
that Corn fhould be fo long
at the fame %_nd But yet
if you take Things for 20,
Years together, ’tis likely
that fuch a Price, might

be equal enough, betwixt]
the Landlord and the Te-|

nant, and therefore well
agreed upon.. When, there-
fore, 1 have given you an
Obfervation or two, of
Mr. Stow’s, relating to the
Publick, 1 wnll fhut up this
long Chapter, with an Ac-

count of the Price of Corn |

for thefe laft 60 Years, fuch

as was indeed, the real|

~ Price, and not of Compo-

fition or Agreement ; of
which you are to make the
beft Ufe you can, in order
to the Satisfation you re-
quire.

=

e

In
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In 1574. Such a Dearth| ko
at Lond. that Wheat was, | 4 5. 4.0
the Quarter, at 02 ¥6. 00 ./

Beet ( at Lamma ) fo LA e;
dear, that a Stone came to |06 o1 ‘16

And 5 Herrings, (fo dear) | oo co o2

Bay Salt (nevar {o dear) -
the Bufhel fold at '

After Harveft Wheat was
the Quarter, oI 04 0O
~and {o continued about a

X car. gy

In 1587. Wheat was, atV
London, by the Quarter,|{o} o4 0%
and in other Places at 10 5. 4
12 5. and 13 s. the Bufhel.
This was occafioned by ex-| '
ceflive Tranfportation. P&

In 1594 Wheat, the Quar- | - __
ter, at & e -——e- 02 16" 00"

Rye, - 02 00 00

In 1595. Wheat (by much
Tranfportation ) the Quar-
ter, at —=—  —— 102 1} 04

A Hens Egg,at —— |00 0O ox

Or, atbellt, 3 Eggsfor |oco oo oz

A Pound nf [weet Butter, | co 00 07

Our Sins (as Mr. Stow
fays ) deferving it.

00 06 00

In
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In 1596. Wheat ( by rea-
fon of great .Rains§ the
Quarter, at - —_—
R)TE, ———a —
Qat-meal, by the Bufhel,
In 1597. Wheat fell from
5 L. 4 s. the Quarter, to
Rye, from ¢ s. the Bufh.

to6 5. and then to 3s. 24

and then rofe again to the
greateft Price. Bp.Goodwin
in his Amnals, 1557, fays
that in this Year 14597,
Wheat was 13 5. 4 4. the
Bufh. |

In 1598. Pepper, fo dear

b

PR T
C4 CO Oo
02 O3 QO
00 08 oo

O4 OO 0O

as that a Pound was fold at co o8 co

Raifins, at

Gafcoign Wine, the Gal-|
| 00 02 08

00 O4 0

lon, at

Sweet-Wine,the Gallon, at

00 00 06

Now
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Now follows the Account, promiféﬂ
you, of the tru¢ Market-Price of
Wheat, and Malt, for 60 Years laft
pait.

i

Years. Wheat, Qur, Malt, Qur,

——y

1546 0z o8 oo oI 09 00 L
47 O 17 .68 OL | 17 00}

48 04 05 00 02 00 00

49 04 00 00 oz o2 nuji

1650 031 16 o8 or 18 o6

§I ©3 1304 | orf] 09 oo]
§2 0z 09 06 0| o8 o0 !
§3 o1 . ¥§5 db or o8 oo F
$4 OI 06 oo or. oo o8
ol 1;' o4 OI 0o 00
§6 02 03 00 OI 04 00

Tfﬂ?‘fﬂ



126

Chronicon Preciotum,

- Years.

1657

59
1660

1670

71

' Wheat, Qur.

o2
03
03
oz
03
03
o2
o2
o2
o] §
oI
oz
oz
o2z

0z

06

ﬂg_

06
16
10
14
17
Q0
©9
16
16
ole!
04
oI

o2

o8
00
00
o6
00
00
00
06
04
oo
00
00
04
o8

Q0

rrmm

Malt, Qllrt
;:l o8 o4
oI 05 04
o2 o8 o8
ori 1208
or 13 04
02| b2 09
or 12 08
oI I0 00
or o8 o4
o1 06 o0
ort @z -08
oI 04 ﬁu
o1 07 o4
or o6 06
oI of o4

Years.
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Years.

1672

1680

#’émr, Qur, *

02

02

o3

5

oI
oz
oz
o3
o2
Q2
o2
g2

Q2

o2

oI

oI
06
o8
4
18
02
19
00
=
o123
o4

QO

4

065

14

o0

o8
o8

08

8le)

o

00
e}
08
co
00
00
o8

ale)

. Malt, Qur,

CI 02 ©0

oI

(o] §

oI

(o) §

o0 §

OI

oI

or

oI
oI
o1
QI
oI

oI

-
14
14
o6
o8
o8

06'

o2

C4
o8

o8

OF
o8

i §

08

00
00
00
00
00
o8
08

o8
00

o8

o4

CE -

Co

ozt

Years.
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Years. Wheat, Qur. Malt, Qur.
:6%- ~ 1 orujor’ 0% OI 04 00
88 02 06 00 o 02 00
89 or 10 00 oI ©0 00
1690 or 14 .08 .| 00 19 04
9f or 1I4. 00O co 17 04;
92 oz 06 08 o1 204 04
93 O3 o7 o8 01 (10 ‘00

94 03 ©4 00 01 1127700 |
95‘ 02 4I 3 ole oI E 12. QO
5 0b ',o; II 00 oI 08. 00"
| 97 63 ©o 00 or 08 oo
98 o3 o8 o4 oI .12~ 0O
99 03 04 ©O or .19 .04
1700 . | 02 ©0O 00 or {ir o4
1701 o1 {17 08 oI 04 ©O
1502 or 09 ©6 or o8 oo
1703 or I6 0O oI 03 04
1704 02 06 06 or o8 oo
190 | o1 10 00 | oI a6 oo

In
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In this Computation, you
are to know, that in every
Year there are two Prices
of Corn, the one of Lady-
Day, the other of Michael-
mafs ; both which I put to-
gether, and take the half,
or the common Price of
that whole Year. Of the
firft 20 Years of thefe lalt
60, the common Price of
Wheat, was 2 /. 175. 54d.
the Quarter.

Maltwas 1 /. 125, 0d. 2.
the Quarter.

The common Price of the
{fecond Score of “Years was,

Wheat av 22 G &3 %
the Quarter.

Malt at 1/ 55 343

the Quarter.

‘The common Price for
thefe laft 20 Years paft was,

Wheat at 2 /. ¢ ». gd 'Y
the Quarter.

Malt at 1/ g3, 50’ .
the Quarter.

K

From
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From whence it appears,
that, one Year with ano-
ther, for thefe laft fixty,
Wheat has been, the Quar-

Lovas vk

ter, at e —— 102 09 103%

And Malt (abating the
Fractions ) at

Which s, 65. 2d. ob. 4.
the Buthel of Wheat, and
3 5. 54d. g. the Bufhel of
Malt, and fomewhat above.

Tho’ I ought to acquaint
the Reader, that the Market

- I'have computed by, is fome-

what higher than thofe at
a very great diftance from
London ; in which, if we al-
low Wheat to have been at

qos. and Malt at 24 s, the|

Quarter, we fhall come

nearer to the Truth, in ge-
neral.

QI O7 ©7F ;

CHAP.
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Of Stipends, Salaries, Wages,  Fointures,
Portions, Day-labour, &c,

N the Comncil held at Oxford, 1222, It
was decreed, That where the Churches
had no greater Revenues than V Marks
per An. they fhould be conferred on none,
but fuch as fhould conftantly refide in
~ Perlon, on the Place. Spelman, Conc. Angll.
Tom. 2. o
A fingle Prieft might therefore fubfift
on V Marks, but he could not afford to
keep a Curate, |

Accordingly Ste.Langton, A. B. Cant,
in the {ame Year decrees, That the Perpe-
tual Vicar fhall have V Marks aflign'd
- him, 4. e. as much as may be farmed out
for V. Marks. Except in Wales, where by
veafon of the f{malnefs of the Livings
(and plenty, I fuppofe, of Provifions )}
the Vicars are contented with lefs Sti»
pends. Zéid.

In 1287, Peter Quivil, B. of Exon, in
Synodo Exonienfi, decrees, That in every
Parochial Church, the Perpetual Vicarage,
thould be endowed with, at leaft, V Mar#s
_ K 2 per
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per An. that he may, in fome Meafure,
keep Hofpitality ; and in cafe he grow
old, fickly, or impotent, may be thereby
fultained. This muft be done, if the Li-
ving be really woith XL Marks per An.
But if it be of better value, the Vicar’s
Portion muft be increafed.

And as for a Curate (wWhom he here calls
(‘a) Parochialis Sacerdos) he decrees the
Rector fhall pay him 40 5. per An. for his
Stipend : and fays, if the Reors think
themf{clves agrieved by this, they may
do their Work themfelves, and 1ave that
Money. Healfo mentions Sacerdotes Au-
xiliarii, (4) and decrees, that they fhall
have 50 5. per dn. at leaft; and if they
have agreed for lefs {c), fuch Agreement
to be void. Concil, Ang.

(a) 1 thould have thought, that Sacer-
dos (join’d efpecially with Parochialis)
thould have fignified a Parifb-Pricft, Re-
étor, or Vicar, as diftinguilh’d from his
Capellanus, or Curare ; but he feems to
be here, a mere Stipendiary Carate, and
removable, whenever the Recor will do
his Bafinefs himfelf. (4) Why an Aduxi-
deary, or Affiftant Prieft, fhould have 50 ».
per An. when the Carate had but 40, I
cannot fee: But there is very gocd Rea-
fon, why fuch under hand Bargains (¢)
! ' thould
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{hould be made void, which were {o much
to the Prejudice of poor Curates. And
therefore ( before this Conflitution ) in
12§3. among the Articles of Inquiry, for
all the Diocetes cf England, one was, Whe-
ther any Reclors had made a Bargain with
their Curates, that, befides the Stipends
they received from the Redors, they
might receive from others, Awnualia, &
Tricennalia 3 becaufe this permitting of
the Curate, to be a Mafs Prieff, and to
perform Anwaualia, S Tricennalia, was to

reafonable a Stipend, as he ought. Annal,
Burton,in 125 3. Note, That Annualia, were
fuch Oblations, as were made by the Re-
lations of the Deceafed, upon the Day the
Party died, every Tear; which Day, our
Fathers called the Iears-Day, or Tears-
Mind, and, upon it, Mafs was celebrated

confiderable Clergy-men, that could be
procured, according to the Quality of
‘the Deceafed, 7Zricennalia were called
Trentals, from Trigintalia, and in Englifh,
@ Months-Mind, becaufe the Service lafted
.2 Month, or 30 Days, in which they
faid fo many Malles. As M. Du Frefne
obferves on the word Zricenarium, Off-
cium XXX Miffarum, quod totidem dicbus

| gt K peras

fave the Rector, from giving fo fair and.

with great folemnity, by one of the moft
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peragitur , pro Defunilis, el Obventiones
que obveniunt Sacem"ar;ém ratione cjufdem
Officii.

In 1289. Gilb. Ciceftr. decrees, the Cu-
rates, in poor Churches, muft have V
Marks, for their Stipend; in richer
Churches they muft have more. i

In 1306. W. Grenefeld, A.B. Ebor. de-
crees the fame thing. Concil. Angl.

In 1308, Rob. de Winchelfea, A. B. Cant.
decrees that no Curate fhall {erve under
V Marks per An. Idem, ibid.

In 1343. H. ngfaran fays, that the
great Peﬁilence had fwept away fo many'
Prielts, among other People, that a Cha-
plain could hardly be getten to ferve a
Church, under X Marks, or X Pounds
per A»r. whereas before, they might be
had at V, or IV Marks, nay at 2, toge-
ther with their Diet: and Men would
hardly accept of a Ficarage of 20 Marks
or 20 /. per An. pag. 2600. This, I fup-
pofe was, becaufe Ficars were thought to
be nbhged to ftricter Refidence, which,
in Peftilential Seafons, was, dﬂubtlefs, ha-
zardous. |

In 1360 F. Thoresby, A. B. York, de-
crees the fame thing with his Predecefﬁ}r
Grffff*'ﬁld in 13c6. (.arfcd. Ang V. 2.

Iq--
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In 1'362. Simon Ifelip, A.B. Cant. de-
crees, that Chaplains Awnalia Celebrantes,
and having #o Cure of Souls, fhall be con-
tant with V Marks per An. and they who
have Cure of Souls, with V1 Marks, unlefs
the Diocefan, for good Caufe, thall order
more. But Mr. Stow obferves upon it,
that it occafion’d many of them to turn

Robbers. p. 265. -

~ 'The fame A. B. the Month after, com-
plains that the Priefts grew wanton, and
were not content with reafonable Sti-
pends, for ferving Parifb Cures ; but went
about, rather Chuﬁng to fay Majfes, for
the Living and the Dead, and get what
they could that way, than fix in any cer-
tain Place : and therefore orders and ap-
poiats the fame Salaries above-named ;
and if any One took any more, under
any Pretence whatever, they fhould be
punithed. Concil. Angl. This had been
highly unreafonable, unlefs V or VI Marés,
had beep, ar that Time, thought a {uffi-
cient Maintenance for a fingle Perfon.
" And fo accordingly about that Time,
we find it was'the ufual Salary.

Inx371. In Stipendiis unins Capellani,
ox'l'1ys) ‘04 d." Burton Ant, Leicefl.
g4,

K 4 Iy
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In 1378. Simon Sudbury, A. B.Cant. re-
peats the Decrees of his Predeceflor Simon
lfelip, and makes the fame Complaints.
And decrees, that every fuch unfix'd Mafs-
Prieft, fhould content himfelf with VII
Marks per An. either all in Money; or
with Diet and Ill Marks in Money. And
he that takes a Cure, to content himfelf
with VIII Marks, or with 1V Marks and
his Diet. And all this, under pain of Ex-
communication. Concil. Angl.

This Matter feem'd to be of fuch im-
portance, that the Parliament, in 39 E. I
made Rules about it, in thefe Terms, c. 8.
° If any Secular Man of the Realm, pay
any more than V Marks, to any Prieft
yearly, in Money, or in other Things ;
to the valure; or if he pay to fuch
Prieft retained to abide at his Table,
above two Marks for his Gown, and
his other Neceffaries, ( his Table ac-
counted to 40 Shillings ) and thereof
be attainted, He fhall pay to the King,
fully as much as he paid to the faid
Prieft. And this was renewed in 1414,
2 FL, V. St. 2. ¢ 2. 'in the following
manner. - -

‘ No yearly Chaplain,within the Realm,
* fhall take, from henceforth, more for
* his whole Wages, by Year (thatis to

4 R RS : :: fay,

™ AT T ;] Ll [ 21

n N L Y
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‘ fay, for his Board, Apparel, and other
¢ Neceflaries ) but VII Marks. Nor the
¢ Parifk-Priefls which be, or fball be re-
¢ tain’d to ferve Cures, fhall take, from
¢ henceforth, for their whole Wages, by
 Year (that is to fay, for the Things
© aforefaid ) but VIII Marks : unlefs it
¢ be by Licenfe of the Ordinary. So that
¢ the whole Summ pafs not IX Marks.
And in 27 H. VL. a Pardon was pafied
for fuch Pricfts as had offended againft
thefe Ads. | |

In x421. & Chickely, A. B. Cant. at
the very importunate In{tance of his Cler-
gy, in Convacation, does, with the Confent
and Advice of his Suffragans, confirm and
Eatiﬁe the Decree of his Predeceflor, S, Sud-

ury in 1378, repeating the very Words
of i, Hmzi ibid, Bt :

And in 1439, ( which is very near to
the Time you are inquiring after ) the
fame A.B. Chichely, in Convocation alfo,
decrees, That Vicarages fhall be augmen-
ted ( by the Rectors, or Appropriators )
to XU Marks per 4n. it the whole Bene-
fice be worth fo much, to fupport the
Burthens incident to Vicarages. /d. ibid.

Vicarages were at firlt, free from all
Incumbrances and Burthens; but by the
Artifice of the Monks, and Religious, the
1'% A Favour
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Favour they found at Rome, the Compli-
ance of the Bifhops, and by other Means,
they came, by degrees, to bear almoft
equal Charges, with the Reffors, tho’ much
le(s able to doit. Aad therefore, tho’
1t was very well, and wifely done by this
Arch-Bifhop to augment Vicarages to
XII Marks, yet confidering the Charges
and Burthens incident to Vicarages, they
were not much advantaged by it ; for a
Vicarage of XII Marks, with its Burthens,
may -not be {o good as a Curacy with VI
or VI Marks, without Incumbrance.
And therefore, even in1439, ( which
15 very near to the Time of the Founda-.
tion of your Colege ) a fingle Man was
thought.to be provided for, ‘by a Stipend
of VIl Marks, which is but VIs, VII 4
above the Summ you are inquiring about.
You may therefore very reafonably con-
clude, that, about that Time, a fingle
Man might live cleanly and decently.
with good Management, with V' /, per An.
becaufe it is not to be prefumed, that an
Arch-Bifbop, at the Head of his Clergy,
and at’ thewr Requeft too, fhould decree
fuch an Allowance for officiating Clergy-
men, as would not keep them:(if ver-
ruous . Men and fober ) decently and
cieanly. ' SR ' |
- Les



Chronicon Preciofum.

139

Let us fee alfo, alictle, to the Allow-
ance of Chantry-Prieffs; and fuch like,

In 1237. H.IIL gives VIII /. out of the
Exchequer for 3 Chaplains, to do Duty
daily in the Temple- Cburcb Lnadarz which
is IV Marks per An, each. In Manﬂﬂ:cm
Angl. V. 2. p. 521.

In 1242. Alexander B. Cov. and Lickf.
erected an Office of Chanter in that
Church, and allowed for his Salary V1 /
X 5. Ang. Sac. P. 1. p. 446.

Int313. E. Il ordained and comman-
ded, that his Chappel of St. Edward, in
the Caﬂle of szf{ar, {hould be kepl: and
ferved in the manner followi

Firff, To the honour of G.-::J of our
Lady, and Saint Edward, for him and his
Anceftors, it 1s urdalnd there be four
Chaplains, who fhall be Men of good
Condition, and Difcreet ; of which one
{hall be Head Chaplain of the Chappel,
and the other three {hall be his Second$,
or Affiftants.

2. Alfo two Clerks, of good Condition,
and that chant well, and 10 all. Points at-
tendant on the Head-Chaplam and on
the others, as oft as there fhall be occa-
fion for the Service of the Cha ppel.

. Each of the aforefaid Chaplams

fhall fing Mals every Day, without fome

good

il
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good Caufe to the contrary ; fb that eve-
ry Morning there be two Maffes, by Noze,
the one of our Lady, the other of the Day -
the other two of Reguiem, for the Souls of
the Anceftors of our Lord the King.

4. The Head-Chaplain, to defray his
whole Expence, is to receive X Marks per
An. Each of the other Three an C . the
two Clerks, each of them L s. ‘

5. And the King’s Chancellor, who-
ever he be, becaufe he is the Head of the
King’s Chappel, {hall make, once every
Year, a Journey thither, if he can be di-
{penfed with by the King, to fee that the
fgfd Chappel be ferved with Ornaments,
Library, and Chantry, in the above-
appointed manner; and make out his
Breve de Liberate, for the {aid Minif}ers,
to be paid their Wages, duly, twice a

‘Year.

6. And if any of the above-faid fix
Chaplains, or Clerks thall die, or be re-
moved, the faid Chancellor fhall put a
fufficient Perfon in his Place. The Title
of this Record iS, De Providentiis proCa=
pella Wirdefore : and it is in Mr. Rymer’s
3d Vol. of Federa, &c. .

It appears (5.) that the Chancellor, was
the Head of the King's Chappel ; and in
the Life of Zhomas Becket ( Chancellor
b to
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to /Z11.) written by one who lived at
the fame Time with him, that it was part
- of the Chancellor’s Office, 4z Capella Re-
gia, illius fit difpofitiene & C ura, ~ This
feems to be the Reafon of the Lord
Chancellor’s being ( altho’ no Clergy-
man ) the Vifitor of the College of Dean
and Canons of St. George in Windfor Cg-
JHe, founded by E4 I his Son, which
is the King's Free Chappel, who was alfo
born at that Place, of which there is this
Memorandum, in the fame VoL 2. 33ss
which, it will not be much our of my
Way, to tranfcribe in this Place, |

" Memorand. Zfatels the Queen was
¢ brought to Bed, in Windfor Caftle, on
° Monday the next afier the Feaft of
¢ S. Martin, in Winter, in the Year of
*'Grace 1312, the 6 E 1. of her firft-
born Son ; and in S. Edward’s Chappel
in the fame Caftle, he was chriftned
the Thurfday following, by the Cardi.
nal S. Prifce. His God-fathers were
A. Pidtavienfis Chamberlain to the Pope;
7 Bp. of Bath and Wells ; W, Bp. of
Worcefler ; Lewis Count o Eureux; Fobn
“ of Brittany Earl of Richmond ; Aymary

* de Valence E., of Pembrook, and Hugh
* le Defpenfer.

= & & RN R

In
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In 1315. Two Chanters were appoin-
ted in the Church of Lichfield, and had,
each for his Salary, V /. XV 5. dng/. Sac. .
P. L

In 1332. Elizabeth de Burgh makes an
Agreement with the Prior and Cosvent of
Anglefey in Cambridgefb. for XX [ per An.
which the gives that two Chaplains fhall
be maintaind, with each a convenient
Manfe, or Dwelling-houfe, and Diet, and
XX 5. for Robes and other Neceflaries :
or elfe to allow them XII Marks, to find
¢themfelves in all Things ; unlefs the Przor
and Convent can agree with them for lefs.
And in 1335, fhe difcharges the Prior and
Convent of one of thofe Chaplains, upon
their paying to Rob. de Spalding, an An-
nual Penfion of an Cs. and gives them
moreover a Rent-Charge of XI s. XId.
Monaft. Vol. 2. p.259.

Thefe Chaplains therefore were thought
able to live, .each upon VI Marks, 2. e, 4
Pounds per An.

Between 1345, and 1381, Zhem. of
Fatfield, B. of Durbam, founded a Col-
lege for 3 Monks, and 7 young Men, to
{ludy the Liberal Sciences; and allowed
to each Monk IV Z and to each Student
V Marks. Angl. Sacra.

in
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In 1350. Two Priefts, to officiate al-
ternately, during the whole Year, every
Day, at the Church of Skerifboton in the
Diocefe of Tork; to pray for the Souls of
R.Nevil 1.d. Raby, &c. for VII Marks be-
tween them. In Mr. Maddox’s Formule,
P- 450. - -

In 1373. The Mafter. of the Hofpital
of Foffe-gate in Torkfh. is to be a Clergy-
man, of good Fame, and Difcretion ; and
1s to have for his whole Maintenance, the
Summ of X Marks per An. And if the
Revenues increafe upon his Management,
he is to get another Chaplain .to affift
him, who, for his Pains, is to have VIi
Marks per An.  And they muft, both of
them , conftantly refide, and conftantly
oficiate, on the Place. Monaft. V. 3-P- 99.

In 1400. John Plumtree of Nottingham,
erected two Chauntries, with two Cha-
plains to attend daily : toeach of whom
he allowed an Cs. or V /. per 4n. Monaft.
V. 2. p.448.

In 14{38. Fabian fets it dﬂWﬂ, :;hat the
Stipend of a Mafs-Prieft, was VII Marks.

And, not to multiply Inftances of this
kind, of which you cannot fail of meer-
ing many, in all our Hiftories 5 There is
College in the Univerfity of Camlbridge,
founded about the Year 1450, in which

the
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the ftatutable Allowarce to each Felow,
is V . per an.to find him in Diet, Clothes,
and all other Neceffaries.

You muft now be content, with M3/~
cellanies, the order of Time however be-

_ ing obferved.

Betwixt 871, and goo, King Alfred
left, by Will, to each of his Daughters,
an Hundred Poundsin Money. Mr. Camb-
den (in his Remains ) fays 400 /. But it
appears by the Will, printed at the end
of Alfred’s Life at Oxford, that the 400 /.
was divided betwixt his 3 Daughters, and
one Alfwith : But the Reader muft not
think that this was the whole of their Por-
tion, for he had fettled Lands on each of
them before, but this was all he left them
in Money. -

In 1087. When W. Rufus came to in-
quire into the Treafure his Father had
laid up, at Winchefter, he found it by
weight 600co L of Silver, befides Gold
and Jewels. He gave by his Fathers
Order, and for the good of his Soul, to
each Great Church (i.e. Abbey, Con-
vent, or Cathedral ) X Marks. To each
lefs one V' Marks, to every Parifb Church
Vs. and to the Poor of every County an
C 1. Thus Ingulfus, who lived at the fame
Time, i I

fi
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In 1101. The Compofition betwixt 4, I,
and’ Robert his elder Brother, was, that
Robert fhould have 3000 L pér An. in
Weight. Pet. Blefenf. Contin. The words,
zn Weight, are put in, to fignifie that the
Money fhould not be clipped, for a Pound
by 7ale was at this Time, and long aftef,
oft certainly a Pound in Weighe.

In 1135. When King Stepher was

crowrned, he feifed the Treafure which
. 1. had left, which came to 1coaoo Z
befides Gold and Silver Vefiels, - with
other Jewels ineftimable. Zho. Rudborn,
Lift. Winton. p. 284.

In 1193. The Ranfome of R. I. was an
100000 Marks in Silver. Rad. de Diceto,
{dys they were Pounds. But Mr. Rymer’s
Volumes are of greater Authority, than
any private Writer’s Works, being made
up of Records.

In 1201. K. John agreed to pay Beren-
gdria, the Dowager Queen of R.1. 2 1000
Marks per An. for her Dowry, which he
increafed, in 1215, to a 1000 Pounds per
An. M. Rymer, in Anno,

In 1207, Amph.Tili. being taken Pri-
foner by K. Jobn, was put to Ranfom, at
10000 Marks, in part of which he is to
pay X Horfes, at the rate of 30 Marks
a-picce; or in lieu of them 300 Marks,

L Who
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' W‘ho this Man was, I cannot find, but

his Horfes were certamly as high- pnz.ed
as they could well be.

In 1221. Joan, eldeft Daughter to K.
Fobn, married to Alexander K. of Scotland,
had a Dowry of 1oco/l per An. R_y-
mer.

In 1226. A.1II. confirms the Dowry of
Ifabella his Mother, and fays it was the
{fame that Elzanor his Grand-Mother had,
and makes the {ame to Elianor his own
Wife, the E. of Provemce’s Daughter, in
1235, with whom he was to have 20000
Marks for Portion, But the private In-
fruilions were, to accept of 15000, or
10000, OF 7000, Of 5000, of 3000. Nay,
fhe was to be brought away, tho’ they
could get nothing at all with her. Rymer.

In 1236, Ifabella, Silter to H. 1l was
contracted to the Emperor Frederic, with
30000 Marks.- Idem.

In 1254. Edward, the Son of A. 1.
promifes a Dowry of 1000 /. per An. to
Eltanor the K. of Caftile’s Daughter, whilft
he is Prince ; but fays, when fhe comes
to be Queen, he will add sco Marks
pfr An. more. And upon th:s Marriage,

H. 111. fettles 15000 Marh per An, on the
Prince. Idem.

In
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In x278. E. I gives, with his Daugh-
ter Joan, contradted to Hartman, Son to
the K. of the Romans, 10000 Marks Stcr-
ling ; which are to bereturn’d in cafe that
Hartman die before Ner, together with
what Prefents the faid Husband fhall ever
make to her. Zdem. _

In 1294. E.1. took into his hands, all
the Eftates of the Priories-alien, allowing
to every Monk, 1 5. 6d. per Week, which
comes to, 37 18 s, by the Year. And
therefore, I fuppofe, a Monk might five
tolerably well on that Allowance. For

the King was not angry with the Monks;

but thefe Priories were Cells to Monafle-
ries in France, ( with which Nation the
K. was now at open War) and what-
ever Surplufage there was, after the
Charges of the Ce/s at Home were de-
fraid, it was fent to the Monafteries, or
principal Houfes abroad ; which was in-
deed feeding the King’s Enemics.

In 1299. Ed. 1. contra®s with Marga-
ret Davghter to the K. of France : 18c00 L.
+ Turonenf. ( four of which make oxe Pound

Sterling ) being agreed upon for her Dow-

ry. This in Englih Money came o
4500 /. per An. Butin 1315, he increafed
it t0 5000 /. per An. Rymer,

; O ) In
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.'ﬁ_l;;] 1301. The Widow of Edmund E. of -
Cornwal ( Son to the K. of the Romans,

and Nephew to #/.1II. ) was, at the re-
queft of feveral Lords in Parliament, en-
dowed with a Jointure of 500 £ per An.
by E. L. Tho.Walfingham.

In 1302. £.1. promifes, to. Ifabela
Daughter to the K. of France, contraled
to bis Son Edward, 4500 I. per An. Ry-

mer.

-~ dn 1305, E. I leaves to his Son 7 homas
10000 Marks, to his Son Edmond 7000

Marks per An. and to Elianor his Daugh-
ter for her Portion 10000 Marks, and
5000 to buy her Apparel. Idem.

In 1307, E. Il confirms the Grant his
Father £.1, had made to his Silter Mary
a Nun at Ambrofebury, of 200 /. per Au
40 Cak-Trees for firing in her Chamber,
avd 20 Dolia (_or Hoglheads ) of Wine,
as long as {he continued in the Nunnery,
and lived in England, And the Reader
will por, I believe, be difpleafed, to fee
the Care that was taken in thofe Days,
for the Suftentation of the Daughter and
the Sifter of a King of England, in1313.
hym,

The
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The King, to the Sheriff of Wiltes, greeting. .

Or as much as We are indebted to

our deareft Sifter Mary, a Nin of’
Ambrosbury, intheSummof r2 /. 7s5.34d.

as well for Hay, Oats, Litter, and Shoo-
ing, as for her Servants Wages, whillt
fhe tarried at Windfor, in the Month of
December laft paft, as alfo for her Ex-
-pences in travailling from Windfor to

Ambrosbary, as in a Bill of our Warde-
robe, delivered by our Sifter into our’

‘Chancery, appears more at large, —

‘We willing to fatisfy our Sifter, in this
“Particular, with all the fpeed we may,
Do hereby command you, to pay to’

our faid Sifter, or her lawful Attorny,

“ the {aid Summe, out of the Iffues of"

your Bailifry, without delay ; and We,
1n your Accounts at our Exchecquer,
thall: make all due Allowance for the

. Yifame,.

- Witne(le, the King, at Wmdfor, )y s

]au r.be 1[:‘

32 B; a B:!Z nf rbe Wardembe

L3 In

il
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In 1309. The Penfions allowed by the
K. to the Cardinals, and great Oficers of
the Pope, who were, as it were, retained
by the Court of England, were, to fome,
an 100, but to moft of them so Marks
per An,

In x310. William de Morene of Saun-
ferdy Kt. being taken Prifoner by the Scozs,
had allowed him by E£. I for his Wages,
4d. the Day; and for his  Robe, XX 5.
the Year. The better fort of Prifoners
had 3 /. ordinary oncs 2 . the Day.

In this fame Year, 4 Man ar Arms, was
allowed X d. a Baliffarius ( a Crofle-bow-
man ) 3 d. an Archer or Bow-man, 24,
the Day. And the Price the K. paid for
a Balifta, was 35. 8 d. Mr. Rymer’s Col-
leclions 1 Awnis. ' .

In 1311, When the Order of Knights-
Zemplars was to be deftroyed, their Per-
fons imprifoned, and their Eftates con-
filcated ; many of their Servants, Cha-
plains, and Dependants, were, to be {ure,
utterly deflitute, and undone: The King,
£. 11 thought himfelf obliged to make
fome Provifion for them. Some of the
Auigirs were committed to. Monafteries,
there to do Penance for their Offences ;
and to them the King allowed 4 4. a Day,
wiuch {eems to have been their ufual Al-

24 % lowance,
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lowance, becaufe in the Mandate 10 the
B. of Bath and Wells vo make this Al-
~ lowance to 4 Knights, it is there faid,
Sicut prius percipere raﬂﬁ:wfrﬁ#r To
the Great Mafler, William de la More, 2. 5.
To feveral of their Chaplains, the King
allows ((as the Knights did férmerly )
3 d. a Day, for their Diet, and XX s. for
their Stip end which is, by the Year,
VI XIs. Il d. To other Servants 2 &,
and to inferior ones 1 4. and V, or X,
for their Stipend, or Livery. "And for
this, they were to do the fame Service,
“they had done to the Knights, whilft the
Lands were in their keeping. Rymer’s
Colleltion.

In 1314. Elizab, Wife of Rob. Bruce
( King of Scotland ) being Prifoner in Exg-
land, is allowed, for her felf and Family,
XX 5. by the Week. To' Rob. Wychard
Bp. of Gt’#fgum and Will: de Lamﬁerraa
B. of S. Andrewes, Prifoners, is allowed,
each of them 6 4. a Day, to a Falet gd'.
to a Chaplain 1 d. ob. and to their ordi-
nary Servants 1 d. ob. Idem.

In 1316, Ed. 11. gives to Theophania, a
French Lady, a yearly Eftate of scol.
for ever, bﬁ'caufe {he had been Narfe to
Ifabella his Queen.  Idem. "

L4 In
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his Reward (if the Party die ) a Coat,

In I;;O.- ?&#n of Bxﬁi}a’:_lifurfe to the

Black Prince, had a Penfion of X /. per An.
and Maud Plumpton a Rocker had X Marks,
Dr. Keunet Paroch. Antig, .
In 1326. Edward |l. being depofed, had
an 100 Marks, by the Month allowed to
maintain him ; which is at the rate of
800 L. per An. Walfingham. 300
In 1495. When the Lady 4uue, Daugh-
ter to Edw,. IV. and Sifter to Q.. Elizab.
Wile of 7. VII. was married to Zho, L.
Hm::drd, eldeft Son to the E. of Sﬂny, it
was agreed, that fhe f(hould be allowed,
for her Suftentation, and convenient Dier,
of Meat and Drink, XX s. by the Week.
And for two Gentlewomen, a Womiaag
Child (4. e.a Servant ) a Gentleman, a
Yoman, and three Grooms, (in all 8 Peo-
ple) st L rus. 84. by the Year. And
tor Suftentation of 7 Horles, 16 4. g s. 4 4d.
z e. for each Hotfe, 2 /. 7 s.ad.L, M. Mad-
dox Formal. p. 109. !
 In1091. All the Men of Croyland, that
will have any Turfe out of the 4bbot’s
Mar(h, mult either work a Days-work,
or give Three Half-Pence for one to . cut
Turves for Croyland-Court, Tegulfuys,:
. The Serjeant. of the Infirmary, fhall,
for his looking after the Sick, ‘receive for

: or
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or 4 5. and every one that watched with
the Deceafed, fhall have 24 for every
Night,  Fdemibid. ' i€

A Coat is reafonably valued at 4 s. but
2d. a Nighe, for watching, was an ex-
traordinary Recompence. This Serjeant
of the Infirmary wasto have his Livery
of Meat, Drink,and Bread, and 4 s. per An.
for Stipend. = Idem. X5

~In 1225, Magna Charta, C. 22. No

Sherift or Baily of ours, fhall take the
Horfes, and Carts, of any Man, for Car-
riage, except he pay the old Price limi-
ted, 7.e. for Carriage with 2 Horfes 15 4.
by the Day: and for'3 Horfes 144, ' -
In Antig) Conflitut. Adwmiralitatis ("but
of what Age it appears not) it is thus
appointed.  S¢ ' Admiral foit Bacheler, il
prendra la'jour, pour lui meme, fur la Mer,
Vs, Si foit Baron,FIs. VIII d. 55" il foit
Count, XIII's. IV.d. Backeler, is here, a
Knight. And ] guefs,as well by the Language,
as the Wages, that this Conflitution is not
very ancient. S. . Spelman in V. Adwmiral.
In 1329, Alfo they thall barrow for 3
Days, or {hall pay 3 Pence, i e. a Penny
for a Days-work. It muft not however,
I think, be always concluded, from fuch
Paflages as thefe, that Men worked for a
Bcany, by the Day: becaufe it feems to
| - ' | have
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have been the Cuftom, in fome Places,
for fome fort of Holders, to be obliged
to perform fuch and fuch Works, for the
Chief Lord, at fuch and fuch a Price. So
in the word Sefonis, in S. 1. Spelman’s
Glofflary. Extenta Manerii de Garinges.
He # to work a Days-work, every Week,

from Michaelmafs, to rhe firff of Augufl,

and for it, be is to receive for each Day,

3 Farthings. And from thefirf of Auguft,

20 Michaelmafs, ke is o receive a Penny-

Half-Penny 5 excepting the Winter-Seafon.
Excepta Sefone hiemali. See allo the
word Lanceta, where you will find much
fuch another Cuftom.

In 1293. The Parcarii of the Earl of
Cornwall, were to have 2 Meals, or 2 d.
by the Day, but the Earl would needs
have 3 4. which the Inhabitants com-
plain of. S. H. Spelman,in V Putura.

I will; in the next Place, give you
(out of S. W.Dugdale’s Origines Faridi-
cales ) fome Account of the Judges Fees
or ftated Salaries, but it is very imper-
fet, and only better than none at all.

in
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In 1226. The Fee of a Ju-
{tice was, per An.
1239. A Juftice of the
Common-Pleas, had ———
1243. A Baron of the Ex-
checquer, had '
And in the fame Year, a
Bar nf the Exch. had but
. A Juftice. of the
K. Bencb had
1260. A Jufl, of the Com.
FPl. had
And in the fame ?Iear a
7. of the Com. P/. had
1262. Chief Juft. of the
Com. Pl had
A Juft. of the C. P!, —
1265, A Bar. of the Exc¢b.
had
1269. Chief Juft. ﬂf the
K. Efncb had - -
1281. Chief Juft. ﬂf C
Pl, had —
A TJuftice of the C P!
had -
1299. Chief Juft. of 4.
Bench had
Chief Juft.
had

ey e

R

T R g,

———

of C. Pleas

e o S iy

— e

————

]

IX Marks,
XX L.
XL M,

XX M.
XL L,

C M,
XL L.

C L
XL L,

XL Z.
C M
XL L.
XL M.
L X

C m.
Chief
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* Chief Bar, of the Exch.
had: & X .
The Juft. of Both Be#hes,
and Barons of Exch. had
each — e
1302. A Juft. of X. Beuch
had
‘1364. Chief Bar. and the
other Bar. of Exch. had each
31367, A Jults: Com. P
had e
‘Chief Jufl. of .%. Bfm'b
had ~—
A Juft. of X. Bench had
1382. A Juft. of C. Pi
had
'1399. Chief Bar. of Exch,
and other Barons had ——

e el

Chief Juft. of C. P/ had

* AJuft. of C.PL had —

1ia402. Chief. Juft. of &}

Besch had ——s, s
1408. A Juft. of C. Pleas

had ~—= —_—

I =

B

Lo o i

X1 Lib.

XX I

LXXX M
Al

XL L.

C M.
XL

XL M.
XL M.
XE i
XL M
XL L.

LV M

in
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In 1440. Upon' a general Complaint
of all the Beuches, and of the Artorny Ge-
aeraly of the il Payment of their Fees,
there was an Inquiry made, what they
had ufually received, for the laft X Years

paft, and what the Crown was indebted

to them; by which, and by the Anfwer
that was made to it, it appears, that the
ftanding Fee of each Chzef TFuftice was
40 L. per 4An. but that by private Iet-
“ters Patent, the Ch. Juft. of the Com. Pleas
was allowed 180 Marks per 4x. And
the Chief Fuftice of the K. Bench was ale
lowed 140 Marks per An befides their
kees. And for their Winter Robes, 5 i,
65s. 11d.i And for Summer Robes
3L 65.6d. The Fee of the Juftices of
both- Benches was 40 Marks per An. their
other Allowance was 110 Marks. The
Fee of a Juflice of Affife was 20 £ the Fee
of the Attorny General was X L. per As.
and what their other Allowance was, does
not appear. The Allowance to the King’s
Serjeants, and the Attorsy, for Robes,
was1/. 6s5. 11d.

In 3545, the Chief Faft. of the K. Bench
had an Addition of 30/ to hisFee: and
each Fu/f. of 'the fame Bench, and of the
C. P/. had an Addition of 20/, And in-
deed, at the very beft, their Rewards

feem
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feem to have been far from equal to the
faithful Difcharge of their moft painful
and moft ufeful Office: and yet it hath
fo pleafed God, to blefs their Labours,
that T do not think I mifreckon, when I
fay, That the Law hath laid the Founda-
tion of Zwo Thirds of all the Honours,
and great Eftates in all England.

Let us now fee a little to the Wages
of Workmen and Servants, which has ever
been accounted of fuch. Importance, that
the Parliaments themfelves have thought
fit to take cognizance of it, and to re-
gulate it, according to the Rules follow-
ing ; tho’, I think, with no great fuc=
cefs.

In 1351. Workmen were
to take their Wages in Wheat,
at the rate of X4 the Bu-
fhel, which is 6 5. 8 4. the
Quarter.

Sarclers (that 15 Wee-
ders ) and Hay-makers, by| /. s. 4.
the Day, 00 00 Of

Mowing Meadows, 5 d.
the Acre, or by the Day, ‘(oo oo og

Reapers of Corn, in the|. |
firft Week of Auguft, by th

DAY ———— OO 00 ©2
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In the {econd Week, and
third, and fo on to the end
of it,

EE—— R i

other Courtefy demanded.
For threfhing a Quarter
of Wheat and Rye,
For threfhing a Quarter
of Barly, Beans, Peafe, and
Oats, :
A Mafter-Carpenter, Ma-
fon, or Tyler, by the Day,
Other Carpenters, Ma-
fons, or Tylers, :
Their Servants, or Boys,
Plaifterers, Workers of
Mud-walls, and their Knaves,
or Servants, at the f{ame
rate, without Meat, or Drink,
demanded.
In 1360. Mafter-Carpen-
ters,
Others,
Their Servants, .
In 1389. The Bailif for
Husbandries yearly Wages,
together with his Cloathing,
once by Year at moft, and
his Dier, which is fuppofzd
in the following Cafes.

K T

s

.

Without Meat, Drink, or|

&y,
00 QO
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Q0 ©O
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QO
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The Mafter Hind, or
Chief Husbandman labour-

he Carter, and the Shep-
heard, each by the Year, joo 10
The Oxheard, —— +— |00 06 08
The Cowheard, —=~— |00 06 08
The Swineheard, ———— |00 10
A Woman Labourer, — 100 ©6
The Dayry-Woman, — oo 06 co
The Plough - Driver, at
moft, —_— —— |00 07
In 1446. The Wages of a
Baylif of Husbandry, ——— |o1 03
~ His Cloathing g Diet ftill
fuppofed ) -
The chief Carter, and
chief Shepheard;, —— |01 00 cO
~ Their Cloathing, each |oo o4 oo
A common Servant of

An Infant ( Z.e. oneun-
der 14 Years of Age) — (oo 06

Cloathing ( with Diet) |00 03 oo

The Servants of Hoftlers
(i. e. Innkeepers) Victuallers
and Artificers; at the {ame
Rates:

fas:
[ O o 3 )

00 0§

d.

GO

CO
le

Co

s

als

Husbandry, wime == | 0O 1§ 0O
His Cloathing, : co 03 04
A Woman-Servant; —— 00 10 00
Cloathing, €0 ©4 00

Qo

From



161

Chronicon Preciofuny,

me Eafler, till M:rbaf!
mafs,

A Free-Mafon, or Mafler-
- Carpenter, with Dxet, by-the
Day,

Without Diet,

A Mafter-Tyler, Slater,
Rough-Mafon; a meanCar-
. penter, and other Artificers,
building by the Day, with
Diet, e e S
o W:thﬂut Dier,

Other Labourers, with
Diet, 2 d. without DIEE‘

From Michaelmafs to Ea-
fler, they had a Penny by
the Day lefs, the Days be-
ing then fhorter.

But in time of Harvefl a
Mower had, with Dier,

Without Diet, — —

A Reaper, and Cirter,’
with Diet, 3 4. without D:er,
- A Woman-Labourer, and |
~other Labourers, with Dier,
Without Diet, by the
Day, :

in r514. A Bailif of HHF-
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bandries yearly Wages, —
M

4
00
elo;

00

GO

o0

wlo
Sle)

Q0

ole]

QI

.
o
QQ

co
Sie’

00

Q0
Qo

Qo

QO

OG-

d.
04

o3

Ddl. :—

HY



162

Cionicon Pzeciofum.

.His Cloathing ( Diet fup-
pofed ) —— —

Chief Hind, Carter and|

Shepheard, each ~——
Cloathing ( with Diet)
Common Servant of Huf-

bandry,
Cloathing, — —
Women Servants yearly

Wages, — —
Cloathing,
A Child ( 7. e. a Sérvant)

within 14, —— ——
Cloathing,

P .

From Eaffer to Michael-
mafs, the daily Wages of
A Free Mafon, with Diet,
4d. without Diet was
A Mafler Carpenter, with
Diet, 4 4. w:thnutDmt was
A Rbugh Mafon, with
Diet, 4 4. without Diet was
A Bnckla} er, with Diet,
a’ without Dlet Was =——
A Tyler, with Diet, 4 d.
without Diet was - ——
A Plummer, with Diet,4 4.
tthout Dict was = =——
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A Glafier, withDiet, 44.] . 5. 4.
without Diet was  ———— 100 00 06
A Carver, with Diet, 4 4.
without Diet, was
A Joiner, with Diet, 44.
- without Diet was —— |00 00 6
From Michaelmafs to,Ea-
JSter, with Diet, ;a‘. without
Diet, e - - 100 00 0%

| oo 0o 06

A Shipwright’s Wages,
was from Candlemafs to Mi-
chaelmafs,

r. A Mafter Carpenter,
with Diet, 5 4. without Diet, |oo o 07

2 A Hewer, with Dmt‘*
4 d. without D;et

3. Anable Clmcher, with
Diet, 3 4. without Diet, — [oo 0o 03

4. A Holder, with Diet,
2 d. without Diet,

5. A Mafter Calker, with

00 00 b6

CO 00 04

Diet, 4 4. without Diet, 00 00 06
.. 6. A mean Calker, with |
Diet, 3 4. without Diet, 00 00 OF

A Calker lat:-ourmg by
the Tide, with Diet, —— |00 oo o4

M 2 From
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‘From Michaelmafs to Can-
dlemafs, their Wages were,
"

WithDiet, Without Diet,

d. e
I'_—4 "“‘—"——"6
& == 3 e —
3o = 2 43
ot J 05, w3
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Other Labourers, from
Eafter to Michaelmafs, except
in Harvelt-time, had by the |
Day allowed, with Dict. 24,7 .53, 4
without it, . ~ 100 00 04

From Michaelmafs to Ea-
fler, with Diet, 14.:. with-
out it, - 00 00 03
- In Harveﬁ time, aMuw- |
er, with’ Diet, 4 4. with-
out it, = - 00 00 06

A Reaper, and a Carter,
with Diet, 34, without it, {co co os

A Woman-Labourer and
other Labuurers, with Diet,
2.d. % Wlthﬂllt ity —— |00 00 04%

The
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The Reader is not to think that thefe
Rules were every where obferved; but
no Body could demand, or fue (I fup-
pofe ) for greater Wages, than were here
allowed : and yet the different Cheapnefs
or Dearnefs of Provifions in feveral Coun-
tries, muft be allowed to make amends -
for different Wages ; and therefore thefe
Rulles could not be univerfally reafo=
nable. |

in



166 Chronicon Preciofum,

CEE A P YL
The Conclufion,

O apply the Chapter of Corn, and
make it ufeful to your prefent Pur-

pofe, you muft, in the firlt place, remem- .
ber, that, during the whole Reign of
Henry V1. excepting the firft and laft
Years of it ( which contains 17 Years
above the Time of your Enquiry, which
is from 1440 to 1460,) there were XXX s.
10 the Pound; whereas there are #ow (and
have been for above an 100 Years)
LXITs. The Ounce of Silver was then,
at ITs. VId. ’tis wow at Vs, 11d. So
that the V /. ( which is the Summ you are
concern’'d about) did zher contain 40
Ounces; and V /. #ow, does not contain
above 19 Ounces &, From whence you
may fafely conclude, that V / in the
Reign of /. VI. was of fomewhat better
value, than X/ now-a-days is. In the
next place, to know fomewhat more di-
ftinctly whereabouts an Equivalent to
your ancient V /. will come, you are (as
I before hinted ) to obferve how much
Corn, Meat, Drink, or Cloth, might have
been



Tiponicon Preciofuny,

167

il

been purchafed 256 Years ago, with V .
. and to fee how much of the modern Mao-
" ney will be requifite to purchafe, the
fame quantity ot Corn, Meat, Drink, or
Cloth, now-a-days. To this Ead, you
muft neither take a very dear Year, to
your Prejudice, nor a very cheap one, in
your own Favour, nor indeed any fingle
Year, to be your Rule; but you muft
take the Price of every pariicular Com-
modity, for as many Years as you can
(20, if you have them ) and put them
all together ; and then find out the com-
mon Price ; and afterwards take the fame
Courfe with the Price of Things, for
thefe laft 20 Years; and {ee what Pro-
portion they will bear to one another ;
for that Proportion is to be your Rule
and Guide.

Thus, if for 20 Years together (from

1440, to 1460, ) the common Price of
Wheat were VIs. VIH 4. the Quarter;
and if from 1686, to 1706, the common
Price of Wheat were 40 s. the Quarter;
tis plain, that V/ in #. VI, Time,

would have purchafed 15 Quarter of

Wheat; for which you muflt have paidy
for thefe laft 20 Years, 30 Pound. So
that 3o Pound #ow, would be no more
than equivalent to V Z in the Reign of

' _. Mr.} - ." H’.VT.
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. VI. Thus if Oats, from 1440, to
1460, were gencrally at 2 5. the Quar-
ter, and from 16¥6, to 1706, were at
12 5. the Quarter, 'tis manifeft that 12 s.
now, would be no more than equivalent
to 25. ther, which is but a fixth Part of
it. Thus if Beans were ther 5 5. and wow
30 5. the Quarter, the fame Proportion

168 Chronicon Preciofun,

would be found betwixt ¢ /. and 304 5

But you muft not expect that every
Thing will anfwer thus exallly. Ale, for
Inllance, was, during the time of your
Founder, at Three-half-pence, the Gal-
lon; but it has been, ever fince you
were born, at 8 4. at the leaft: which is
but 5 times more, and a little over. So

that 5 Z heretofore ( betwixt r440,and

1460, ) would purchafe no more 4/, than
fomewhat above 25 / would now. Again,
Good Cloth, fuch as was to ferve the beft
Doctor in your Univerfity, for his Gown,
was ( between 1440, and 1460, ) at 3.
7 d. 0b. the Yard; at which Rate V /
would have purchafed 27 Yards, or there-
abouts. Now, you may purchafe that
quantity of fine Cloth, at fomewhat Jlefs,
I think, than 25 /. So that 25 / pow;
would be an Equivalent to your 5 / then,
250 Years [ince, if you pay about 18 s,
the Yard, for your Cloth. I think] have

; good
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good Reafon to believe, that Beef, Mut-
ton, Bacon, and other common Provifi-
ons of Life, were fix times as cheap in
H. VI. Reign, as they have been, for
thefe laft 20 Years. And therefore 1 can
fee no Caufe, why 28, or 30/ per An.
fhould now be accounted, a greater E-
ftate, than V /. was heretofore, betwixt
1440, and 1460. ’

Sic H. Spelman ( a very competent
Judge and Aftimator of thefe Matters)
complains, That the Laws have not fuf-
ficient regard to the different Price of
Things, when they condemn People to
death, for ftealing Things to the value of
twelve Pence; for tho’ that is according to
Law, yet that Law was made when #welve
Pence would have purchafed, as much as
you muft now-a-days give 20, 30, nay
40 s. for. And he inftances in a Quarter
of Wheat, which in the A4ffife of Bread,
51 A IU. was rated at fwelve Pence, but,
in his Time, was often fold for 40 5. and
upwards. "Tis certain, the Laws do ne-
ver condemn any One to death, for flea-
ling to the value of oze, no, nor 3 or 4
Shillings - but tis certain, that many die
for ftealing Things of lefs value than 20
Sbillings. And therefore, I think, I have
very fufficient Reafon, ( notto determine,

but )



1'_75 Cionicon Peeciofun, '

but ) to. conjeifure, that 5 /. 260 Years
ago, was equivalent to 28, or 30 /. now.
And confequently, that he who has a»
Eftate of Inberitance, or a perpetual Pen-
fion, of that value, now-a-days, may as
honeltly hold a Felowfbip withit, as he
who lived 260 Years ago, might have
held it, with 99 s. per An, Nor does my
Kindnefs and Concern for you, biafs my
Judgment in this Affair ; for I have
thought the fame Thing, long before
your Queftion was put ; and, indeed, ever
fince I could confider the difference of
Times, and the different Prices of Corn
and all other Commodities. And I had
rather put your Conicience on this Bot-
tom, whofe Reafon is clear, and founded
upon Matter of Fact, and Hiftory not to
be controll’d; than upon the common
Prefumption, that your Founder did cer-
tainly intend, bis Scholars, {hould live like
other Scholars of the Univerfity ; and that
the Way of living being now much chan-
ged (do not offer to fay improved ) from
what it was fo long ago, you muft needs
be at liberty to live in the fame Manner;
for I dare fay, that neither your Founder,
nor any other Founder, if he were now
alive, would admic of many expenfive
Articles, which the corrupt Cuftoms of
the
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the Times, and multitude of Examples,
have made young People think neceflary;
and which, I am perfuaded, muft, fome
time or other be reformed, as Things
neither vfeful nor creditable to the Life

of a Student. But of this, you will think .

I have faid at leaft enough.

The Application of the Chapter of Sti-
pends, to your Purpofe is this ; That if,
about your Founder’s time, 7 or 8 Marks
was judged a competent Provifion for a
fingle Clergy-Man, and 8 Marks do not
much exceed 5 / then V. . was a tole-

rable Maintenance for a fingle Student. -

And if fo, then if 28, or 30/ be now-a-
days, but a fufficient Maintenance, for a
fingle Student (fober, and virtuous) it
can be prefumed to be no more now,
than 7 or 8 marks heretofore was, and
therefore may be enjoyed with the fame
Innocence and Honefly, together witha
Fellowfbip, according to the Founder’s
Will. :

I have now difcharged my Engage-
ment, and given fuch Anfwer to your
Queftion, as I think is reafonable, and
Honeft : and might here take my Leave
of you, if I did not think it would be ac-
ceptable enough, both to you, and other
Readers, to acquaint you, that fince I

was
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was employed in writing an Anfwer to
your Queftion, I had another put to me,
concerning the Oath which the Sheriff of
a County puts to fuch as are Eleffors of

* Parliament-Men, if he thinks fit; viz.

Whether they have Lands or Tenements
to the yearly value of 40 5. #/tra Repri-
fas ¢ i.e. Whether they have 40 5. per 4n.
clear.  All certain and neceflary Charges
being abated and deducted ; for tho” a
Man may receive 8 /. a Year for his E-
{tate, yet if his Quit-Rent, or any other
certain Payment, be 13 s.4 4. that Man
has not an Eftate of 8 /. altra Reprifas,
becaufe there is 13 5. 4 4. to be reprized,
or taken back again, which is, I think, the
meaning of the word. Now this A& of
Parlisment was made, 8 H. VI. when

405, per An. clear of all Encumbrance,

was at leaft equal to 8 / per 4n. now-a-
days, (I put it fo low, to avoid all Cavil
and Difpute.) When a Freeholder there-
fore, does now take his Oath, that he has
an Eftate of 40 5. per 4n. 'tis manifeft he
does not mean 4o s. as it was valued
when that A&t of Parliament was made
( 1430 ) but as 40 5. go now in 1706. Is
it not therefore maniteft that he does not
fwear to the Purpofe and Intention of

the Law-givers, and only {wears true to
the
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- the Denomination of 40s. per Annum 2

To this I anfwered, That,doubtlefs, the

Purpofe and Intention of the Legiflators,
In 1430, Was defeated by fuch an Oath,
when he who fwears has really but 40 5.
per An.as Money and Things go #ow, But
yet that fuch an Oath was honeftly taken,
and without any perjurious Fraud, or Re-

fervation, becaufe taken according to the

literal Senfe of the Words of it, and be-
caufe taken in the Senfe of thofe who ad-
minifter it, and (as is moft reafonably
prefumed, tho’ not declared ) in the Senfe
of the Legiflative Power, which accepts,
and juftifies fuch Proceedings, and which
has equal Power and Authority, to put
what fignification it pleafes on Words,
with the Parliament that made that Act,
in 1430, Thefe Things, when put roge-
ther, may look, at firft fight, fomewhat
odly ; that ove Man may fwear he is not
worth V' /, per An. according to the Sta-
tute that requires fuch Qath, when he,is
really worth more than X, or XX /
per An, and another may {wear he is worth
40 s. per An. when he is really not worth
10 S, per An. according to the Statute
that firft impofed. that Oath. You fee

then how neceffary it is, to diftinguih

Times. 7+ ol t
bios Whe-
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Whether the Legiflative Power, in
1430, did well, and wifely, in reducing
the Number of Electors to fuch as were
worth 40 5. per Annum, ( which cut off
many hundred thouland Voices,and con-
fequently many occafions of Tumults and
Diforders ) is not to be doubted over-
much3 nor yet is to be over-confidently
affirmed, becaufe if it had been fo wife
and ufeful an Ordinance, it would have

Aiill been kept up, in its due Proportica,

according to the diflerence of Times;
altho' the Changes of fuch Moment arg
not to be frequently and lightly made.
But in thefe Affairs, it is not fit for pri-

“vate People to meddle.

I have but one Thing more to offer to
your Confideration, from the Accounts I -
have given of the different Price of Corn,
and other Commodities, and then I will
put an end to this long Letter : And that is,
That if ever you defign to take Orders,
and obtain any Refory, Vicarage, or higher
Dignity in the Church, you be, above
all Things, careful, how you make any
Compofition or Agreement, for any long
Space of Years, to receive a certain Price
of Money, for the Corn that is due to
you, altho’ for the prefent it may feem a
tempting Bargain, and a profitable Ex-

- change,
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change, and rid you of fome Trouble.
You know not what Time may bring
forth, nor what great Alterations may
happen, nor what great Mifchiefs you,
unwittingly, may do your Succeflors. But
I cannot better reprefent my Meaning,
nor fhew you the ill Confequence of
fuch Agreements, than in the” Words of
Dr. Kennet , in his Parochial Antiquities
out of which, I will, with his Leave, and
for your Sake, and for the common Be-
nefit, tranfcribe a Page or two, to our
refent Purpofe, p.604. * For the Mif-
chief ot a dead and unimproved Allow-
¢ ance in Money, there is a good Inftance
¢ cited in a Charter to the Church of Pe-
© terborough (fee Guntow's Iif?, put out
¢ with great Additions by Bp. Patrick )
* by Walter de S. Edmunds about 1240,
¢ where the Abbot does grant, for God’s
¢ Sake, and in refpect to Peace, that in-
¢ ftead of the Affize for Corn, which the
: Cellerarius paid him out of Belafife, he
4
IF
¢
4
&
¢

L

would hereafter accept of an Equiva-
lent, in Money, wiz. for 28 Quarter
and one Schepe (7.e. a Bufhel ) of
Wheat, he thould receive 1V. /. XIIIs.
IX 4. by which Computation each
Quarter was then valued at s, 4 4.
Had the Abbey continued, what an
o un-
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unhappy Bargain had it proved by this
time, when the Rent muft have kept
ftanding at 4 /. 13 5. 9d. whereas the
prefent value of the Corn, would have
been {eldom lefs than Fifty Pounds. Such
like Prejudice was done to the Church
of Sulthorrn ( now Souldern ) Com. Oxon.
the Reor whereof ufed to receive from
the Abbot and Convent of Ofexey, one
Acre of Bread-Corn, growing on their
Demefn of Mixbury, and four Pence
from their Demefn of Fulewel , till
about the latter end of Zlex. 1. Robert
de Hay, Rector of that Church, agreed
to receive One hundred Shillings from
the faid Abbey, to purchafe to himfelf
and Succeflors, the Annual Rent of flve
Shillings, in full Compenfation for the
faid Acre of Corn. So when Maud de
Chefsy had given to the Prior and Ca-
nons of Barcefler 5 Quarters of Bread-
Corn, out of her Mannor of Heyford
(now Heyford Warine ) Com.Oxon. tO
be delivered yearly to them, on Condi-
tion they fhould find Hofls, or confecra-
ted Bread at the faid Church of Aey-

¢ ford ; when this Mannor and Church

&

1]
g

were conveyed to New College in Oxf.
Tho. Banbury Prior of Burcefler and his
Convent did, in 2 A, VIL 4. 1486,

&

¢ releafe

]
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releafe the faid Rent-Charge of Corn,

for the Confideration of fix Shillings

“and eight Pence | yearly in Money ;

which, by this time, would have born
no greater Proportion to that quantity
of Wheat, than 1 does to j0. When
Parifh-Churches were firft appropriated
to Religious Houfes, they were fup-
plied by Secular Priefts, who were fli-
pendiary Curates with the Salary of V,
or at beft, but X Marks ; and when by
the Ordination of Vicarages, this Sti-
pend was exchanged into a flanding
Portion of Tithe and Glebe, and Manfe,
fuch Endowment was generally propor-
tion'd to the Pecuniary Rate of V or
X Marks, fo that the Alteration at that
time, was no Benefit to the Prieft, only
as it bettered his Title, and made him
a Perpetual Vicar, inftead of an Arbi-
trary Curate. But confider, if the Por-
tion of the Vicar had been allotted, in
fuch a certain Summ of Monpey, what
Mendicants muft our Country-Vicars
now have been! Whereas the Affigna-
tion being made in improvable Land
and Tithe, by this means (the value
of Money abating, and the rate of Land
and Commodities advancing ) fome

- Vicarages, which at the firft Ordina-

N tion,
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tion, had no greater Endowment than
what was equvalent to V. Marks, do
now afford the Maintenance of 50 /. per
An. Hence the Memory of Sir Thomas
Smith is highly to be honoured, for
promoting the ACt in 18 Eliz, where-
by it was provided, that a third Part of
the Rent upon Leafes made by Col-
leges, fhould be referved in Corz, pay-
able either in Kind or Money, after
the rate of the beft Prices in Oxford or
Cambridge-Markets, on the next Mar-
ket-Day, before Michaelmafs and Lady-
Day. This worthy Kpight, is faid to
have been engaged in this Service, by
the Advice of Mr. Henry Robinfon,{oon
after Proveft of Queens Coll. Oxor. and
from that Station advanced to the Sec
ot Carlifle. And Tradition goes, that
this Bill paffed the Houfes, before they
were fenfible of the good Confequences
of it We kmow, in the latter Times -
of our Confufion, a Proje¢t was car-
ried on, of deftroying the ancient Right
of Tithes, and converting that pious
Maintenance of the Clergy, into fet-
tled Portions of Money. How fatal
this Innovation would have been in
time, is ingenionfly urged by two inge-

* nious and learned Writers, ( Mr.Stephens,

Pref.
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* Pref. to Sir H. Spelman of Tithes; and

€
&

Dr. Comber , Hiftor. Vindication of
Tithes, P.II. C. X.) We have had

¢ fome Benefices in Emgland, altered by

¢ fuch Method, by Decrees in Chancery,
4

iﬁnnnnhnnnnlﬁnhnhnﬂaﬁnhhn

with a certain Summ in Money, allot-
ted in Compenfation of all Tithes :
This may feem an Eafe, and perhaps an
Advantage, upon the firft Etablifhment
of it. But, unlefs the Incumbent be
invefted with a Power of Revocation ;
and as the Reafon alters, can reaffume
his Right of Tithing, I am fure, in an
Age or two, the Succeflors will fuffer
extreamly by fuch a Bargain. For g
Living now, of Oze bundred Pounds pes
An. 1 Compofition-Money, will, in 4
future Generation, by this ftinted Re-
venue, not exceed another Living, that is
not,at prefent, of half the value, in Glebe
and Tithe. And it will then (too
late ) appear, that the Predeceffor, who
complied, with fuch a Change, did not
confult the Intereft of the Church 3 and
that fuch a Decree, did not become 2
Coart of Equity. It is very obvious to
confider, that nothing has been a more
unjuft Diminution of fmall Tithes, than

‘the Cuftom of a Rate in Money, inftesd

of the titheable Thing in kind ; tho’
N 2 ‘ fuch
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fuch Rate, no doubt, when fir{t impo-
fed, was equivalent to the Thing com-
muted for it, whereas they now bear
but {mall, or- no Proportion toit. As,
for. Inftance, in one of the old Saxex
Laws. ( confirmed by the Congueror ) it
is provided, That if a Man, have one or
two Colts, he thall pay for the fall of
each, ore Penny,and the like for Calves ;
which was a juft Proportion, when the
belt Cole or Calf was not valued above
¥ Pence. But the Iniquity is, that this
Cuftom does fi/l obtain in many Pa-
rithes ; and the like minute Confidera-
tion, for Weoll and Lambs, where, for
Cuftom fake, the Trifle muft be taken,
without any Allowance for the much-
advanced value of them: by which
means, the modus Decimandi, is a grow-
ing Injury,and calls fcr a Relief by Law,
when it fhall pleafe the Wifdom, and
the Juftice of our Governors. Thole -
eight Men of Quality and Learning,
who were appointed at the beginning
of the Reformation, to colle¢t fuch Ec-
clefiaftical Canons, as ought to remain -
in force, did freely declare their Judg-
ment, That thefe Cuftoms ought to be
abrogated. And the learned Dr. Cowell,

¢ has profefied the fame Opinion, f:ha‘t it

I8
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“ is reafonable to take away all fuch Cu-
‘ ftoms, as do leflen the Tenth Part, due
¢ to the Church of God. ( the Zuzerpreter
¢ in the word Zithe.) Thus far that
learned and experienced Perfon, to whofe
Authority I can add nothing, fince what
he fays is plain and reafonable, and con-
firm’d by Matter of Fact. And Ido hear-
tily concur with him, in withing the Gen-
tlemen of the Clergy would f{erioufly con-
fider thefe Matters, wherever they have
occafion. And thus, you fee, that the
Confideration of thefe {mall Matters, may
be of Ufe, in Things of great importance.
I have only toadd, That I {hall think
my felf ‘well paid for my Pains, if [ have
given you the Satisfaction you defire,and
any little Encouragement to look your
{elf into the Antiquities of your Native
Country, according to the very laudable
Example of many excellent Perfons of
your Famous Univerfity.
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Flagow, 91, 101,
Florens, 21. .
Forty-Peunce Pieces, 22,

G.

Gally-Fhulf-Pence, sq.
~ Galo, 100.

Gfarge-NaHes, 2.2
Groat, 42, 47.
Guineas, 2. |

Half- Augels, 20.
Half-Groats, 48.
Half Florens, 21.
Half-Nobles, 21.
Hide of Land, 64.

I
Judges Fees, 1535.
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L
K. ¢

Kings Names on Coins, 47.
Knights Fee, 64.

L

Laws to be confidered, 169, 172.

Lagena, 91, 101.
Librata, 51.

Libra Anglo-Sax, jo.
Libra Anglo-Norm. 35.
Libra Gallica, 36. -
Libra Denariorum, 35.
Libra Sterlingorum, 35.

M.

Marcata, 5x.
~ Mark Saxon, 36.
Mark Englifh, 37.
Meat, firft fold by the Pound, xx6.
Modius Vini, 7.
Moton, 2.

Months-Mind, 133.

N.
Noble, 22, 38.

Obolatus, 51.
Obolus, 22, 47.
Ora, 32.



Penny, 225 42. |
Penfion of Cardinals, 150.
Penfion of a Princefs, 143.
Pollards, 49. ,'
Portion of Princefles, 144.
Pound, in Payments, 53,
Pound Norman, 3o.
Pousd Saxon, 3o0.
Prabenda, 69.

Prior of Cant. Feaft, 84.

Q
Quadrans, 22. |
Quarter Floren, 2.1,
Huarter of Wheat, 68, 72.

R.
Ranfoms, 145, &¢.
Rials, 22.
Rofaries, 49.
Rofe Rials, 22.
. S,

- Sceppe, 77. |
Seam of Wheat, 65, 724
Scute, 23 ‘
Sﬂﬁ;’;‘ 65, 73. .
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Solidata, 51.

Spur Rials, 22,

Spurarium, 3.

Staldings, 59.

Stepings, 59.

Sterling, 49.

Stipend of Priefts, 131, &c.
Carates, 132, &c.
Mafs-Priefts, 135, &c.
Chauntry-Friefls, 139, &a

Standard of Silver, 45.

Standard of Gold, 24.

Souvereigns, 2.3.

Suskins, 59,

T.

Tefton, or Tefter, 41.

Thiftle Crowns, 21.

Thrimfa, 29.

Trentals, 133,

Uites, 23 ‘
' W.

Wheat malted, g1. |
Workmens Wages, 158, &ec.

| T
Tard-Land, 64. |
Tears-Day, 133,
Tears-Mind, ibid.
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- Some Books pﬁ'utefef for, and fold by Charles |
Harper , at the Flower-de-luce, over-
againft St.Dunftan’s Church inFleetitreet.

Dininity and MWilcellanies.

1. HE Relative Daties of Parents and Chil-
dren, Husbands and Wives, Mafters and
Servants: Confider'd in 16 Sermons ;
with three more upon the Cafe of Self-
Murther. By #¥. Fleetwood, D.D. and Chaplain in
Ordinary to Her Majefty.” 8°.

2. An Effay upon Miracles. In two Difcourfes.
By . Fleetwood, D. D. 2d. Edir. 8°. '

3. A plain Method of Chriftian Devotion, laid
down in Difcourfes, Meditation, and Prayers. Firted
+0 the various Occafions of a Religious Life. Revifed
and tranflated from the French of Monf. Furien. By
W, Fleetwood, D.D. In 12°% 23d.Edit. |

The Reafonable Communicant: Or, an Ex-
planation of the Doctrine of the Sacrament of the
1.ord’s-Supper, in all its Parts; from:the Communion-
Service. In a Difcour{e berween a Minifter and one
of his Parifbioners. The 2d.Edition, corrected by
the Author. ' Kol y

5. The Life of our Bleffed Lord and Sav iour Fefus
Chrift : An Heroic Poem: Dedicated to Her facred"
Majefty Q. Mary. In Ten Books. Attempted by
S.W:fley, A. M. Chaplain to the moft ‘honourable
Fobn Lord Marquis of Normanby ; and Rector of Ep-
worth, in the County of Lincoln.- Each Book illuftra--
red by neceflary Notes, ex;i_lfinin g all the more dif-
ficulr Marters in the whole Hiftory : Alfoa Prefato-
ry Difcourfe, concerning Heroic Poetry. "The-2d.-
Edit. revifed by the Author, and improved wich the
Addition of a large Map of the Holy Land, and a Ta-
ble of the principal Matters; with fixty Copper
Plates, by the celebrated Hand of 7%, Faitborn. Fol.

6. The Hiftory.of the Old and New Teftamen:

: in

o
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in Verfe. With Three hundred and thirty Scul-
prures.  In 3 Vol.' Dedicated to her moft Sacred
Majefty. Vol. I. From the Creation, to the Ree
volt of the Ten Tribes. Vol. JI. From thence to the
end of ,the Prophets. Vol. III. Reprefenting the
A&ions and Miracles of our bleffed Saviour and his
Apoftles. By S. #%/ley, A. M. Chaplain to his Grace
Fobn, Duke of Buckingham,and Marquis of Nerman-
by ; Author of The Life of Chrift : An Heroic Poem.
"The Curs done by Fobn Sturt. In Se,

9. The Pious Communicant rightly prepar’d : Or,
a Difcourfe concerning the Blefled Sacrament. With
Prayers and Hymns, {uited to the feveral Parts of
that Holy Office. Thefe Three by §. PVefley, Cha-
plain to his Grace john, Duke of Buckingham, and
Marquis of Normanby, In 12°..

8. The Whole Duty of Man, according to the
Jaw of Nature. By thar famous Civilian Samuel
Puffendorff. Now made Englifb. The 3d. Edic. with
Additions and Amendments.” 8o,

9. Bifhop TUfker’s Power of the Prince, and the
Obedience required of the Subject. With a large
Preface, by Bithop Sanderfon. 8wo.

1o. The Hiftorical and Milcellaneous Tracts of
the Reverend and Learned Peter Heylin, D. D. Now
collected in one Vol. And an Account of the Life of
the Author : Never before publifhi'd. Fol. |

11. Refolves, Divine, Moral and Political, With
feveral new Additions. In Profeand Verfe. 11th.
Edit. By Owen Feltham, Efq; Fol.

12. The Second and Third Parts of the Works of
Mr. Abra. Cowley. The Second, Containing what
- was written and publith’d by himfelf in his younger
Years: Reprinted rogether. The 6th. Edir. The
Third Parr, containing his ix Books of Plants, vz,
The Firft and Second, of Herbs: The Third apd
Fourth, of Flowers: The Fifth and Sixth, of Trees.
Made Engf'{: by feveral Hands. Fol.

ives of the Roman ETWH, from Do-

i +I3. The
mitian,where Sustonius ends, to Conftantine the Great.
De-
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Dedicated to his late Sacred Majefty K. #illiam. 8¢,
In Two Volumes. By 7. Bernard, A. M.

14. An Impartial Collection of the grear Affairs of
Srate + From the beginning of the Scorch Rebllion,
in the Year, 1639, to the Murder of K. Charfes L.
By Dr. Nalfon. In two Vol. Folio.

15. Arichmetick : Or, the Grounds of Art; teach-
ing that Science, both in whole Numbers and Fra-
&ions, Theorically and Practically. Originally com-

ofed by Dr. Record and Others. And now Perufed,
Eorm&cd, new Methodized, and much Improved :
And thereunto added, A new Treatife of Decimals,
wich the Demonftration of each Rule, and the Rela-
tion it has to Vulgar Fractions: Alfo why Decimals
are wrought as whole Numbers, J¢. By Edward
Hlateon, Philomercat.  4¢o.

Schol- 50k,

I. DR. Adam Littleton’s Latin Di&ionary. In four
Parts. 1. An Eng. Lat. 2. A Latin Claffical,
3. A Latin Proper. 4. A Larin Barbarous,and Law=
Latin. The 4th Edit. Improved from Stepbens, Coo-
per, Holyoke, and a MS. of Mr. §. Milton, &ec. With
two Maps ; one of Iraly, another of O/d Rome. 4to.

2. Cale’s Diftionary, Eng. Lat. and Lat. Eng:
The fifth Edition. 8w,

3. M. Val. Martialis Epigrammatum Libri XIV. .
Interpretatione € Notis Hluftravit Vincenting Colleffo
e ?:;;[u Chriftianiffimi Regis. Ad ufum Serenife
mi Delphini. 8vo,

4. The Pantheon : Reprefenting the Fabulous His
ftories of the Heathen Gods, and moft [iluftrions He-
roes. In a fhort, plain and familiar Method, by way
of Dialogue. Written by F.Poemy. The 4th. Edir.
Wherein the whole Tranflation is Revifed and much
Amended ; and the Work is Illuftrated and Adors
ned with elegant Copper Curts of the feveral Dci-
tigs. 8o,

9 Gl"i!f



Books priuted for C. Harper, &,

5. Gratii Falifci Cynegeticon, cum Poematio Cognes
mine, M. A. Olympis Nemefiani Carthq snenfis : No=
#is_perpetuis, variifque Le&tionibus .:mewfr. Tho.
Fobnfon, M. 4. Accedunt Hier, Fracaftori Alcon, Car=
men Paftoritium. Fo. Caii Angli, de canibus Libelus
ut & Opufculum vetus Kuword dift, Jeu, de Cyra Ca=

num, Incerto Aullere. In ufum Hinftriffimi  Ducs
Gloceftria,

Law-Boks,

i THE Reports of Sir Peyton Ventris, Kr. late

one of the Juftices of the Common Pleas. In
two Parts. The firft, containing fele® Cafes ad-
judged in the King’s-Bench, in the Reign of King
Charles 11 The 2d. Part, containing choice Cafes,
adjndged in the Common Pleas, in the Reigns of
K. Charles IL. and K. Fames II. and in the Three
fist Years of his Majefty K. 2#ifliam and the late
Queen Mary, while he was a Judge in the faid
Courr; with the Pleadings to the fame. With the
Allowance and Approbation of the Lord Keeper and
all the Judges. Two Volumes, in Fulio,

2. The Lord Coke’s Commfntaraf upon Littleton]
The tenth Edit. with many Thoufands of new Re-
ferences ; with his Complete Copy-holder, Fol.

3. The Second, Third, and Fourth Parts of Mo-
dern Reports : Being a Colle@ion of feveral fpecial
Cafes, adjudged in the Courts of Queens- ench,
Common-Pleas, and Exchequer, in the Reigns of
K. Charles I1. K. Fames I, K. Billiam 1If. and
Q. Mary. Carefully collected by a learned Hand.
Inthree Volumes. Fol.

4. Mr. Serjeant Lutwyche’s Reporrs and Entries,
In two large Volumes in Folio. With the Allow-
and Approbation of the Lord Keeper, and all the
Judges. Printed 1704.

5. Ke-
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g, Keble's Reports. In three large Vol. in Fol.
6. Keilway's Reports. The 3d. Edit. Publifhed
by Fofeph Wafbington, Elq;  Fol.

"=, Carter's Reports. Fol. :
8, A new Book of Entries. Cempiled by Hen.
Clift of Furnivals-Inn. Publithed by Sir Cha. In-

gleby, Kt. Serjeant at Law. Fol.

9. Plowden’s Commentary. The laft Edit. With
new References. Fol. = | ;

10. The Lord Chief Juftice Vaughan’s Reports.
With new References. The 2d. Edir. Printed
1706. Fol.

11. An exa@ Abridgment of the Records in the
Tower of London, By Sir Robert Cotton, Knight and
Baronet. Fol.

" 12, The Scrivener’s Guide. The 2d. Edic. with
many new Additions. By Nich. Covers.

13. The Office and Authority of a Juftice of
Peace: Collected out of all the Books, whether of
Common or Statute-Law, hitherto written on that
Subject, Shewing alfo the Duty of Conftables,
Commiflioners, of Sewers, Coroners, Overfecrs of
the Poor, Surveyors of the High-Ways, Church-
wardens, and other Parith-Officers : Digefted un-
der Alphabetical Titles. To which are added, Pre-
cedents of Indiétments and Warrants, never before
printed ;, very ufeful for Juftices of the Peace, Coro- *
ners, Sheriffs, Clerks of tbe Affifes, and of the Peace,
" and all others concern’d in fuch Martters. The fe-
cond Edition corrected, and continued to the end
of the laft Seflion of Parliament, 1706. and en-
larged with many Hundred Cafes of Judgments
and Refolutions in the Courts at 7%ftminfter, added
toeach Title to which they relate ; and which are
1o be found in no other Book printed on this Sub-
jet. By . N. of the Middle-Temple, Barifter.





















