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DISSERfI‘ATION‘ |

On the TRUE

e eSS U S

Of the ANCIENTS,

Proving that the

1W€difaga,l or Cythz[us Maranthe,

(Not the Bafard Sena, as aflerted by a late Author)

Is the Plant that was held in fo great Efteem among
the ROMAN S.

Alfo that it may be fuccelsfully made Ufe of for
the IMPROVEMENT of the moft dry, barren, hilly
Land, as LUC E R NE has been for that which is moifter
and nearer a Level ; and in every refpect anfwer the Ex-
cellent Charaller given of it by Columella, Pliny, Virgil, &c.

In a Letter to a Nobleman, wbo favour’d this Enquiry

To which is added,

An Account of the GREAT ProFiTs which arife (if
carefully managed) from fowing the LucernE, and Bur n-
inc of Cray, the bad Succels of which in fome few Places,
may be entirely attributed to the Unskillfulne(s of thofe appointed
to manage it. |

Alloa CaTarocue of the Befl Seeds, the Seafon of fowing
them, and the Time of their Perfettion.

By STEPHEN SWITZER.

The SEconDd EbpiTION.

- — y,

Cytbifus omni generi pecudum utiiifimus eff, guod ex eo citd pinguef-
cunt €5 laltis plurimam preebet ovibus — Columell. de Re Ruftica

Nonm ex alio pabuls laflis major copia aut melior, fuper omnia pecorum
witiffimus a morbis omni ufu preeflante —— Plinii Hilt. Nat.

Sic Cythifo pafie difientent ubera Facea. VirciL,

lﬂﬁbﬂﬂ: Printed for Tnomas AsTLEY, at the Rofe
pver againft the North Door of 8¢ Paul’s Church. 1735. Price 1 4.







ToH E

PR EF AC L.

Y way of Preface, or Introduction,
to this Differtation on the Cythifus, |
which was in fo great Repute a-

Y=y mongft the Antients ; I mult beg

S22 Jeave to acquaint my Reader, that

Fomdnghas 1 had no Thoughts, at the firft
writing of it, to produce it to publick View in

the manner it now appears, intending to have re-

ferv’d it for a much more copious and general

Treatife of Hufbandry, which is now very far
advanc’d, and with which I defign to conclude
what I have to offer to the Publick, had not a
late Author, in a very kind and good natur’d
manner, though perhaps not with equal Judg-
ment, afirm’d, that the Baflard Sena or Sene was

the Cythifus which was had in fo great Efteem

amongft the Romans; which would (if once re-
ceived) have in a great meafure, if notentirely,
invalidated the Obfervations which, by Dint of

‘Time and Labour, I have either collefted from

the moft antient and approved Authors, or actu-
ally made on this ufeful Plant, and which from

a very great Number of united Circumitances
(recited in the following Letter) I have, I think,

fully made out to be that Cythifus which Colu-
B mella,




vi The PREFACE. ,
mella, Virgil, Pliny, and others of the Ancierté;
have given fo high a Commendation of ; and
that the Baflard Sena, mention’d by the Writer of
the Letter from Bargaly near Dumnfries ifi Scol-
land, to Mr Cowell; Gardener at Hoxton, Author
of the Curious and Profitable Gardener, is ne other
than the Colutea, a Family of Plants of a quite
different Contexture and Character frorm the Cy-
thifus, and in truth not fo much as a Genus or Spe-
cies of it

I have no Defign, nor do I pretend by this,
to caft any Reflection, much lefs to deny what
that communicative and good natur’d Author
may have faid concerning the Ules of the Baftard
Sena abovementioned to Cattle ; but muft con-
fefs T am at a great lofs to find out which ef the
Sena’s it is that he means, for there are but two
or three Species of it which are very common a-
mongft Planters, and which are kept abroad ;
if it 1s the large Bladder Sena, which is call’d by
Botanifts Colutea Veficaria, it is a large rough
woody, and is not generally, if at all, ever rais’d
by Cuttings, Slips, or Suckers, and is not, as that
Author, pag.7. lin. 11, avers, apt to {pread in
fo luxuriant 2 manner, as fo over-run an Acre or
sawo in fo little Time as is there infinuated, if plant-
ed at two Foot and a balf afunder, but by Seed,
which being contained within their Bladders,
comes out in great Plenty. Neither can I think
it to be the fame which Botanilts call the Colutea
Scorpoides, which isa very dwarf woody Plant, and
though fomewhat apt to fpawn, isyet fo thin of
Leaves, and thofe fo fmall, that I own I can’t be
eafily convinc’d of the Ufes it can be in Hufban-
dry, nor that the Publick is like to reap any great
Advantages from it. b5

If it fhould be afk’d how it comes to pafs, that
1 know that the Plans I am now recommending,

3
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is that true and real Cythifus {fo often mention’d;
my Anfwer is, that I have known it for above
this twenty Years laft paft, and have for a great
part of the Time had the Management (much
indeed it did not require) of it, having made a
great many Obfervations on the Quicknefs and
Difpatch of its Growth and Hardinefs 5 and tho’
at that Time Iwas much lefs {kill’d in Botany
than Iam now, and indeed did not know that it
was this Cyzhifus ; yet from the Luxuriancy of'it,
for it grew fo faft in thofe Green-Houfes of which
i had the Infpettion and Care, that tho’ there
were no Fires keptin them, yetit foon over-grew
all thofe Plants which were contiguous to it, point-
ing its Boughs towards the Windows, fo that I
then could conclude no other, than that it was a
Plant defign’d by Nature for a much more noble
Ufe, than to be coup’d up in a Green-Houfe,
and that its ftruggling after Liberty in that ela-
ftick Manner it did, was no other than the Work
of the Great Architect of Nature itfelf, by which
the whole Orb of Sublunary Beings turn, of which
more in the enfuing Narrative of it.

I'am very well aware that the kindeft and moft
indulgent, that are amongft thofe who deign to
Eive this Treatife a reading, will (before they

ave confidered the Virtues and Ufes of this
Plant, with the fame Attention as I have) ftand

amaz’d at the Pains that I have taken concernin
a Pl at which is at beft but a good Fodder for
Cattle, when there are fo many other Grafles
and Fodders which are held in fo great Efteem
already, that ’tis not likely there are any that
fhould mend it. Inanfwer tothisI dare aver, that
for Durablenefs and Goodnefs there is no Fodder
equal to it, and as it is a Plant which will thrive
in the pooreft barrenneft Soil where none elfe will,
to any Degree of Perfetion, and be fit to feed or
B2 cut
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cut green in the middle of Winter, when there
are no other Graffes an Inch above Ground. I
hope it will appear, that my Endeavours on
this Head are not altogether ufelefs and ground-
lefs.

It can (I humbly conceive) be no Objection
to the Reality and Goodnefs of this Plant, that it
has for thefe Thoufand Years (for ought any bo-
dy can tell) been out of ufe, the Plant, at leaft
the Ufes of it, having been eras’d out of all the
Books of modern Hufbandry that I have read,
and no I‘ootfteps remaining of it, but what are
fcattered up and down among the Works of ancient
Writers, tho’ there have been of late (now good
Hufbandry begins to advance) feveral ingenious
Gentlemen very diligent in their Enquiries after it,

Amonglt fome others which might be nam’d,
the ingenious William Benfon, Efq; of Newtontony
near Salifbury, in Wiltfhire, ({fome time fince Sur-
veyor-General of the Works belonging to the
Crown) who out of the great Affetion he has
to all vfeful Learning, efpecially Agriculture,
underftands what the Ancients have wrote on
this Subject, and who having alfo tranflated the
Georgics ot Firgil with great Succefs; has alfo
took fome Pains in the Difcovery of this Plant,
though, asfar as Ican hear, without the defired
Effett.

Alfo my ingenious Friend Mr Thomas Knowlton,
Gardener to the Right Honourable the Earl of
Burlington, who on account of his own Induftry,
and the opportunity he has had of being educa-
ted under the late learned Dr Sherrard, claims a
very advanc’d Place in the Lift of Botaniits, by
a Letter I have receiv’d from him from Lanefe-
rough, 1s greatly at a Lofs to find out what it
jhould be ; as are alfo the Laborious Society of
Gardengrs, who in a very curious apd expenfive

‘Book



The PREFACE. ix

Book of Plants fome time fince publifh’d, have
been unwilling to take upon them to determine
what that Cytbifus thould be, of which Virgil gave
fo great an Account. Nor have 1 found amongit
all the Botanifts any one that was certain what it
was, on which Account I may, Ithink, juftly take
the Credit upon me, of being the firft that has
trac’d it to it’s Original, atleaft thathas brought
itinte publick Ufe for the Improvement of Land.

And indeed as to my felf, tho’ I had known
the Plant fo long (as is before hinted at) I was
a great while at a lofs to judge whether it was
the true Cythifus or no, of which I am now treat-
ing, till by chance I met with the Manufcript of
a late learned Phyfician, who mentioning the Cy-
thifus incanus, &c. as a Plant of great Ufe; by
the Defcription of which, after I had compar’d

it with Pliny, and ruminated on what I had fo long
obferv’d concerning it ; I concluded, that notwith-
ftanding the intire Silence of fome Authors, and
the obfcure and different Names which othersgave
it, that this, and this only, muft be the Cythifus
which was held in fo great Efteem among the Ro-
mans, preferable (on many Accounts) to any other
Fodder that grows, and therefore highly geferv-
ing the Cultivation and Care of all induftrious
Hufbandmen.

Upon the foregoing Confiderations, being
much encouraged by the Aufpices of a noble
Lord, to whom I have addrefs’d this Letter, whofe
Name I have not yet leave to make ufe of, but
who out of aDefire of being inform’dof it, took the
Pains to examine thofe Authors upon whofe Cre-
dit I took the following Account. I procured fe-
veral Slips or Cuttings of it, and have made thofe
Experiments of them which are there recited, and
which anfwered my Expectation to a tittle.

I plainly
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I plainly forefee that an Objeétion will be rai-
fed againft me, by thofe who are my Friends
and with me well, who may at firlft reading of
this Diflertation accufe me of want of Affiduity
and Patience, and that I run from one thing to
another too haftily ; that laft Year I was as ear-
neft as any onc poflibly could be in introduci
the La Lucerne into the Britifb Hufbandry, and
now even before the World can be well fatisfied
of the Feafibility or Succefs of that, I fly to ano-
ther, the Cytbifus 3 by which Men are hurried in-
to Experiments fafter than they are able to t
them. To this give me leave to anfwer, tho’
Lucerne, or medick Fodder, requires that Soil
which is fandy and moift, and the Cythifus that
which is poor, fandy, and dry, and that therefore
being two forts of Land, the two forts of Expe-
riments may very well be try’d at one and the
fame time 3 that as to Lucerne, it has fucceeded
wherever Peopie have taken proper Care, beyond
whatever I promis’d the World. It appearing by
a Letter I have lately received from Warminfter
in Wiltfbire, (which is inferted in this A ppendix,
that it may be cut the firft and fecond Years, that
the fecond Year efpecially fome partofit wascut,
three other parts four times, and that in the whole
it produced full fix Ton on an Acre, or more;
which, befides the Goodnefs of the Grafs before
any other that i1s common, is near double the
Quantity of what would be produced any other
way. And thus did I then, as much as I could,
provide for the Improvement of fandy moift
Land where, on Account of its Moifture, Corn
would not do fo well; but yet there rémain’d
fomething to be found out for the Improve-
ment of poor heathy dry barren Sands, of
which there are fo many Thoufands of Acres
in the three Kingdoms, which from what Co-

lumella
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lumella and Pliny have faid on this Subject, I
thought could not be better improv’d than by
the Cythifus, the name and Nature of which Plant
I began on this Occafion to enquire more parti-
cularly into, and to re-call all thofe Obfervations
I had 1o long ago made of it, all which Ithought
could not be made publick too foon, that Gentle-
men and Farmers might not be deprived of one
of the moft ufeful Improvements in the World,
and which is in many Cafes preferable to Lucerne,
efpecially for Sheep, which will not be fo fubject
to the Rot as in low moift Grounds. And thus
far for the Satisfaction of my Friends.

I know there are fome, who are cither averfe to
all new Difcoveries, or perhaps envying the acqui-
fition ofany Body that fhall promulge them with-
out their Directions, or out of a prejudic’d Opi-
nion of their own Underftandings preferable to
any others (for there always will be fome Scep-
ticks in Arts and Sciences, as well as in Religion
and Politicks) are apt to treat Effays of this
kind (tho’ ever fo ufeful) in a ludicrous flight-
ing manner ; who becaufe it does not come with-
in the Compalfs of their reading or Prattice, and
becaufe it does not fquare with their opinionated
- Ideas of things, puton a folemn grave Afpett,
as if they were wifer and more penetrating than
their Neighbours, who with Eyes and Hands
up-lifted, and with Shoulders fhrugg’d up in the
bargain, look upon a Man as guilty of a great
unpardonable Crime, when he commences Au-
thor, and upon the Promulgers of any new
Difcovery, or the Revival of an old one, to be
wild and chimerical Projectors, and upon them-
felves as the only fage Perfons, that have Per-.
{picuity enough to find outr, and Wifdom to
conceal Matters of fuch great Importance, as
are fit to be known by no body but themfelves,

thag
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that complain of the intolerable Encreafe of new
Books, (though perhaps they have read few of
thofe whichare older) and look upon the Authors
of them as a Peft or Trouble, rather than a Race
of Men of any Ufe in the World, who fnarl at
other Peoples Labours, at the fame time that if
they read at all, they areinall probability reple-
nifhing themfelves with the Fruits of their Indu-
{try, and are perhaps themfelves not fo wifeas they
endeavour to make the World believe they are.
Thefeand fuch like as thefe, I fometimes meet withy
but of them I hope there are not very many, and
’tis pity (from that ill-natur’d turn into which they
are got) that their Numbers fhould encreafe, for
had fuch opinionated narrow fpirited Reafons al
ways prevailed, all or moft of thofe ufeful Dif-
coveries, with which the World has for {o many
Ages been diverted and improved, would not
till this Time only, but muft for ever have re-
mained in Oblivion and Obfcurity 5 and tho’ per-
haps it may be true, that in-Hiftory, and fome
other parts of Literature, the Books which are
now printed, are nothing but a tautologous Re-
petition of what others have wrote before, and
that the Publication of them is rather a Burthen on
the Publick than inftru&ive to it, yet the new Im-
provements which are daily making in Hufban-
dry and Gardening, are at the fame time both a
fufficient Teftimony of the Deficiency of old
Books, and the want there is of new to explain
and perpetuate thofe Difcoveries, and will be a
fufficient Juftification for one who profefles fome-
thing of Agriculture and Rural Improvements,
and in the publick Situation I am in at Wefimin-
Jier-Hall, and in the Employ of a Seedfinan, if by
any means I can contribute towards thofe ufeful
and defirable Ends, without being thought guilty

of the Itch of Writing. And this will be, 1 hope,
a fufficient
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a fufficient Apology to all reafonable Perfons, for
my attempting to meddle in a Province to which
it may be thought I am not equal; but as to
Criticks, as no Condefcention whatever will
be fufficient to fatisfy them, I fhall not trou-
ble myfelf much about them. But to pro-
ceed. Suppofing that this is the true Cyrbifus,
(which I have, I think, undeniably prov’d) it
may in the' next Place, in all probability, be
ask’d, How I am fure that it will live in Enga
land, which 1s one of the coldeft uncertain Cli-
mates in this parc of Ewurope, and not fo warm
by much as ltaly, France, or Spain ? 1 anfwer,
That they have as cold, or colder Weather in
thofe Countries than any is in England, tho’
their Winters do not laft fo long, nor are their
Springs fo wet as they are here ; befides, from
long Experience we are inform’d, that Lucerne,
which has by fome been thought a very tender
Plant, will do near as well with usas them, if well
ordered, and taken care off, (which Idoubt it very
feldom is) and from the Obfervations I have for a
%nnd while madeof it, efpecially inall thefe tharp
rofts, it being Fanuary the 8th, it giveslittle orno
way to them, tho’ planted under a Hedge, quite
outof the reach of the Sun, and facing the Cold,
tho’ all things elfe which ftand near it, are
rotting, and in a languithing Condition, all the
hurt that I can perceive which happens to them,
being for want of an open free Air, which is
the Cafe of thofe which are kept within Doors,

But of this, more in the enfuing Paragraphs.
If, again, it fhould be ask’d, how it comes to
pafs, that a Plant of that Importance which this is
reprefented to be, and that has been fo long in the
World, fhould not be hit upon by any body for
fo many Years, but by one whofe Bulfinefs
muft neceflarily take him off from Botanical
C Enquiries,
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Enquiries, when there have been fo many Vo=
lumes of Hufbandry wrote within this five
Hundred Years laft paft, by Gentlemen of the
greateft Application and Study, of the deep-
et and moft penetrating Genius, as well as Re-
putation and Credit 3 that there may be great
Reafon to fufpeét, that the Plant here produced
is not genuine, but, according to Language
often met with, an Impofition upon the
World; where, fay they, are the Evely’s, the
Nour[e’s, the Hartlit’s, Blythe’s and Mortimer’s,
with many others, (too many to be named in this
Place) that they fhould not give a particular
Account of a Plant which is here affirmed to
be of fuch Univerfal Benefit to Mankind ?

To the laft part of this Queftion, I anfwer:
Firft, that tho’ I have not been fo happy as to
have a thorough Knowledge of all Parts of Botany,
yet, from ancient Authors, I have endeavour’d to
get fo much as is neceffary for the Knowledge of
thofe Plants which are of the moft general and pub-
lick Ufe in Hufbandry, &¢. and have confulted all
thofe Books which have fallen into my way, where
I was moft likely to find Materials for my Pur-
pofe, and where the Plants I wanted were the beft:
defcrib’d, which with the ObfervationsI have made
of this as well as others, I have carefully compar’d
with the Original Account given by Columella, Pli-
sy, and other Authors, and have, I hope, undenia-
bly from thence proved, that this is that Cyzbifus
whichthey mean, and which was of old in fo great
Repute.

As to the other part, I beg leave to anfwer,
That the Studies of fpeculative and ingenious
Men, are often of fo fublime and refin’d a Na-
ture, that they are apt to overlook Plants of fo
little moment as that of Fodder, havingmore re-
gard to thofe which are more material, and of

: greater
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greater Ufe; befides, their Enquiries being of a
very extenfive Nature, itis no wonder that they
efcape fome of thofe Graffes or Fodders which
have not been of late ufe in Hufbandry ; add to
this, that Perfons in the common Employ, or Pro-
feffion of Plants (tho’ they are not the beft ac-
quainted in the Theory) yet by their Converfation
with, and Experience amongft them, they may
with great Reafon more eafily and more aptly
difcover feveral Matters worthy of Obfervation,
both as to their Kinds, Nature of Propogation,
Growth, ¢Fc. than Gentlemen of greater Spe-
culation can; and to this one particular, I mean
this fortuitous Difcovery of things, is chiefly
owing all or moft of thofe Inventions, with
which the World has been fo long benefitted,
witnefs that of Gunpowder, Printing, and the
like, which was not accomplifh’d by Perfons of
any great Figure amongft the Learned ; but
chiefly by Perfons illiterate, and of no Confe-
quence at all, not the moft learned, not the
moft fagacious ; the Divine Author of things re-
ferving a Power to himfelf of difcovering the
moft ufeful things, when, and by whom he thinks
fit; becaufe, to ufe the words of a learned Phy-
fician, ¢ Man is a vain Being, and would
<« be too apt to triumph and boaft of his Con-
< quefts, and negle& to admire the fupreme
¢« Caufe of Things, fhould all the wonderful
< (I beg leave to add the minuteft) Works of
<t Nature be laid open to his view at once, and’
¢ no Secret be fuffered to efcape the Sagacity
<« of his Enquiry.

<¢ Befides, it is plain from Experience, that
¢« the Deity rakes great delight to let Mankind
¢ into the Knowledge of his Works by de-
“ grees, that they may have ftill frefh and
¢¢ frefh Caufe to admire them, and be truly
¢« thankful for the great Benefits they receive
¢¢ thereby, Ca To
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I judg’d would be the moft ufeful and fervice-
able to the Country where I live and get my
Bread in, in thofe Parts efpecially which come
within the Verge of Hufbandry, I have, I may
Jultly fay, taken more Pains than any of thofe
who generally profefs Gardening have.

To conclude, as to this Effay which I am now
upon, I hope no body will accufe me of being too
verbofe, or of ufing too many Words on an Im-
provement which (tho’ little known) I can, as
far asI am able to judge, affirm, that befides its
being the beft Fodder, that it will grow on the
pooreft fandy Ground that is; (provided it be
foft, and in an open free Air, as in many other
Places is fet down) that of all the Fodders that
grow upon the Ground, at leaft that have been
to be found in any of the Books of Hufbandry,
either ancient or modern, none (the Lucerne not
excepted) exceeds, if equals the Cyrhifus, as
to its Duration and Growth. All other Fodders,
as Trefoyle, Broad Clover, St Foyne, &c. are {ub-
ject to the annual Decays, or dying of their
Greens nearly down to the Ground, whilft this
Plant will, if not cut too late in the Year, (as
from Specimens now ready to be produc’d is vi-
fible) maintain a perpetual uninterrupted Ver-
dure, Youth, and Vigour, fubjet to no Ha-
zard or Decay, continuing a lovely tender
Green, fit for any fort of Cattle to eat ; one,
two, or three Foot high, when lictle elfe but 2
few decay’d Leaves of any thing elfe are to be
feen above Ground ; and when old (if our Cli-
mate be not over fevere for it) it will flower all
Winter long, and whereas the Trefoyles, Clover,
&F¢. laft not above three or four Years, and the
St Foyne not above twenty or thirty at moft, this
(from the beft Ideas I can form of it) feems to
be in its Nature capable of lafting Time out of

o Mind,
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Mind unalterable and unchanged, and not fub-
ject (if I may be allowed fo to exprefs my felf)
to the melancholy State of Impotence or old
Age. But as it grows older, fo alfo if it be in a
free open Air, 1t will grow the ftronger, be the
more beautiful, and produce the greater Quan-
tity of Fodder.

It may be faid, that if what I have related of
the great Ufes and Excellencies of the Cy:bifus be
true, and that it will grow on fuch poor Land,
then there will be no need (at leaft not fo much
as there has been) of Clover, St Foyne, &c. all
which is allow’d; efpecially for Winter feeding,
for which it is undoubtedly moft excellent in the
nurfing of Lambs, and the preferving of Sheep
from that Rot which low Grounds often fubjects
them too; but then every Country has not of
that heathy dry barren Soil, nor can I warrant
its growing on wet Ground, on the contrary am
apprehenfive it will not, nor can there be Quan-
tity enovgh of the Plant got for all thofe Purpo.
fes for fome Years,

To feveral other Queries and Objetions which
are or may be made concerning Improvements
in Hufbandry in general, or againft the Raifing
and Propagating of this Plant in particular, there
may (by fome who are averfe to all Improve-
ments) be another added, which is, that if fuch
vaft tra&s of Land as I aim at, may in Time be
fo ufefully and fo largely improved ; then the
Value of all low Lands muft of courfe fink
much lower then they are, and confequently
all Landlords as well as Tenants who are fo un-
happy asto belong to fuch Eftates be great Suf-
ferers ; and that it is well enough known already,
that in plentiful Years Corn carries fo little a
Price, that Tenants can fcarce live and pay
their Rents.

To



The P RE FACE. Xix

To this, which is the moft potent Pofition
againft Improvements of any that I know of, it
may be anfwer’d, that it is true the Improve-
ments on Corn-Grounds has, by the breaking
up of Pafture, Downs, {Jc. been fo great, that
there 1s as it were a perfect Glur of Corn, and
the Price fo low, that T'enants can fcarce pay
their Rent ; yet I aver, that this Improvement
is of another Nature, and will not any ways
effect the Price of Corn, but only Meat, which
is always dear enough, and too dear for many
poor People, if not middling Houfekeepers to
buy, and fhould there come any Years of Rot or
Decay amongit Cattle, the Plant that I am re-
commending will be of fingular Ufe. Befides,
moit Gentlemen who have low fcitvated Farms,
have alfo thofe which are high, fo that what
they lofe in one Place, they get in another.

Laftly, asbefore hinted, that if this Cythifus is
fo extraordiniry a Plant, as has been reprefented,
then the Improvement made by the Zrefoyles,
Clover, St Foyne, and la Lucerne, will be out of
Date; to which I anfwer alfo, that Nature has
formed feveral Plants, for feveral places ;
fome for watry Scituations, as is the Lucerne,
fome for arable and middling Lands, as are the
Trefoyles, Clover, St Foyne, &c. and fome for
thofe which are very high, poor, and dry, as
the Spurry, Lentils, this Cythifus, &c. fo that
while the Hills are to be cloath’d with the
Cythifus, the Lucerne, or Medick Fodder, may
take Poffeffion of thofe which are low, deep,
fandy, and moift; whillt I would advife the
St Foyne, Broad Clover, &c. for middling arable
Field Lands as ufual; it may by fome be
thought, that rich Meadow Land is too good
for Lucerne, the natural Grafs being a fufficient
Recompence for the Rent, &, of fuch Land;

but
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but whoever will give himfelf the Trouble of
reading the Letter from Warminfler in Wiltfbire,
which is fet down at full Length in the later
Part of this Effay, will find, that befides the
Latermath, good. deep Meadow or Corn Land
will produce fix Ton a yearon an Acre: whereas
it muft be very rich Meadow-Land indeed, that
will produce above three Ton, or three Ton
and a half; befides, one Ton of Lucerne is
worth two of common Grafs.

And thus have I {fet down all that, I chink, is
neceflary as to the Introduétion of the Cythifus, and
the keeping of the Lucerne, St Foyne, Clover, &c.
{till on in the Britifb Hufbandry; all that I have
to add to this Preface is, that if thefe or any other
of my Endeavours have been, or fhall be, in a-
ny Degree ufeful to thole whofe Delight is in
Hufbandry, Planting, or Gardening, I fhall think
my felf very happy, promifing my felf, from
the Generofity and Goodnefs of this induftrious
Age, that they will have fome Regard to the
Perfon, and confequently the Circumitances and
Employ, of that willing, tho’ unworthy, Inftru-
ment by and through whom fuch Improvements
have been convey’d. And here, before I con-
clude this Preface, befides the kind and gene-
rous Acknowledgements I have met with from
particular private Perfons, I muft take the Liber-
ty of owning the Honour and Favour of a Let-
ter fent me by Order of the Honourable Society
for Improvement in Agriculture, eftablifh’d at
Edinburgh, with fome Commands in my own
Way, which I fhall gladly execute; and hope,
though this Epiftle and the following Letter
bears a little hard upon a Gentleman to me un-
known in that Country, (he being as I am lately
inform’d a Gentleman) yet when the Contents of it
are duly weigh’d and put in practice, the up-land,

fandy,
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fandy, heathy, Places of that Country will receive
great Benefit in their feeding by it, at leaft ic
will promote thofe Markets in the South to which
their lean Cattle are fent, toa very great Degree,
fince if this Plant anfwers the Character given of
it by the Ancients, as well as by fome Botanifts
which have curforily wrote of it, it may bea juft
Query, whether the fandy Land of Norfolk and
Sujfolk will not be much better improv’d by this,
than by Turneps or any other Improvement they
have amongft them.

Another Objection which 1 fhall anfwer of
thofe who know but a little of the Cythi-
Jus is, that it being a difficult, if not an im-
pofiible, thing to get a fufficient Quantity of
Seed to propagate it, if it thould be fo ufeful a
Plant in Hufbandry asI have reprefented it,
it may be fome Years before there can be a
Fund, or Stock enough of it to be got fit to fup-
ply thofe unlimited Tratts of Land that are pro-
mis’d to be furnifh’d in this Account. To clear
up this Difficulty it muft be obferv’d, that al-
moft every Joint or Set of this Plant will take
Root and grow, and that any large old Stock
will fupply as much, if not more, Encreafe that
way, than if ic did produce any reafonable Quan-
tity of Seed (which I don’t yet defpair to fee nei-
ther, when the Cultivation of this Plant is
better underftood. And there is this one thing
more to recommend it, that when any Gentle-
man is once poflefs'd of the Species, he may by
Degrees raife what he pleafes from his own
Stocks, and by that means, in time, furnifhvaft
Tracts of Land,

I beg leave to anfwer another Objeétion which
may poflibly be ftarted; wviz. That no Perfon
ought to write on any Subject in the prattice

of which he is not entirely verfed. If this Ob-
D jection
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je€tion be allowed how may Volumes of Hufban-
dry, &c. which were wrote before thefe Sci-
ences came into Repute, would, with their
Authors, be liable to Cenfure and Ridicule, for
not having wrote fully on fuch things, as in
the early Dawnings of thofe Arts and Sciences
were in Obfcurity. Befides, Experiments of a-
ny kind are fit only for Gentlemen of Fortune ;
not for a Tradefman who maintains himfelf by his
Labour and Induftry, for by that means his Fa-
mily may ftarve while he is trying Experiments
for the Goop of hisCounTRr v, it being I
hope as much as can be expected from fuch a
one, if from the Converfation he has with Gentle-
men of Ingenuity and Induftry, and his own cur-
fory Obfervations, he prefents the World with
Hints which, if well purfued, are likely to be of
ufe to Mankind, leaving the farther Profecution
of it to Gentlemen, whofe Intereft and Inclina-
tions lead them to a Trial of the fame, with
this Reftraint on himfelf, not to trouble the
‘World with expenfive Chimeras, without pro-
bability of Succefs or Profit, when they do fuc-
ceed.

And I muft beg leave to fay in my own Be-
half, that I hope there is not one Improvement,
which T have offer’d the publick, the Trial of
which would coft 5 Pounds. Witnefs the Bur-
ning of Clay, the Experiments concerning the
La Lucerne, 8c. '

Laftly, If there fhould be any Material Er-
rata, either of the Author or the Prefs; which
undoubtedly there may from my want of Lei-
fure to corret, I hope the candid Reader will
correct and excufe it,

A DISSER-
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In a Letter to a Noble Lord.

New-Palace-2Zard, Weft-
minfer, Fan. 14. 1715,
% [N CE I had the Honour of com-
{ municating my Thoughts to your
Lordfhip fome time in May laft,
ﬁé concerning the Plant which, frnm
g fo many concurring Circumftances
StCemdawd 1 judg’d to be the true Cythifus
nf the Ancxents, of which Varro, Columella, Virgi,
Pliny, and others, have given fo high a Chara-
&ter, as being not only the beft Fond () then
known for Bees, Cocks and Hens, Neat, Sheep,

(a) Cythifum in agro efle, quam plurimum maxime refert,
quam gallinis, apibus, capris, caprinis, bubus, quoque & omnia
generi pecudum utilliffimus, &'c.  Columel, de Re Ruffica lib. v.

l‘:‘l‘"ﬂ' I%:
D2 Goats,
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Goats, and all Sorts of Cattle; (the Medica,

(b) or Medic Fodder, or Lucerne, not excepted) -

for which Cattle, as (¢) Pliny fays, would for-
fake even Barley itlelf, and that it was a
Plant (for it is not properly an Herb) which
might be propagated either by Seed or Sets,
which would, when well rooted, flourith and
profper well on the pooreft Lands it could be
put on, and alfo endure the feveret Winters
which could happen, I have rais’d feveral of
the Plants which grow in a luxuriant manner,
altho’ the Sets were very fmall, and not planted
before the later End of May, or Beginning of
Fune; when in Truth they ought to have been
put in the later End of March, or Beginning
of April at the lateft. |

My Lord, the Revival of a Plant fo ufeful as
this may be, to the World, will not, I humbly
hope, be thought an unprofitable, or unneceffa-
ry Amufement and Pleafure to a Nobleman of
that Generofity and good Nature fo peculiar to
your Great Birth, who was, upon the firft Men-
tion which I prefum’d to make of it, fo well

leas’d as to take a particular View of thofe

laces in ancient Authors, on which I founded
thofe Notions which I entertain’d of it 3 nor will
the Profpect of the Plant itfelf, or of that beau-
tiful Figure it makes through all the Parts of
Vegetative Hiftory, be, I hope, lefs acceptable
than the Ideas, which your Enrdﬂlip firft con-
ceived of it. |

(&) Pliny ewriting of the Medica or Lucerne, thus bas it.
De Cythifo, cui & ipfi principatus (meaning the Medica) da-
tur in pabulis.  Vid. Nat. Higt. lib. XVIII. cap. XVI.

(¢) Frutex eft & Cythifus; ab Ariftomacho Athenienfi miris
laudibus praedicatus, pabulo ovium, Utilitas, qua eruo,
fed ocyor fatietas, perquam modico pinguelcente quadrupede
ita ut jumenta hordeum fpernant, Pliw. Jib. xiii, ¢ap. 23.

The
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]

The Cythifus (as the Sequel of the following
Paragraphs moft humbly reprefent to your Lord-
fhip) was originally an Inhabitant of one of the
ancient Iflands of the Cyclades now the Arshipe-
lago ; from whence it was.difperfed over all the
Grecian and from thence tranflated to the Ro-
man Empire, where it remain’d for a long
Time as may be learnt from their Poets, and
thofe who wrote of Plants, and was efteemed the
beft Fodder, they either planted or fowed, for
their Cattle 5 and being carried to Spain, was
there very happily preferved (during that great
Inundation of Barbarity by which the Gorbs de-
ftroy’d /taly) and was probably, at laft (with
the Medica) carried back again thither, for the
Beautifying and Re-improvement of thofe defo-
late, ravag’d, Kingdoms. (d)

To proceed, my Lord, on my Obfervations
concerning this Plant. The Green of them (for
it grows fomething like Dwarf Willows)tho’ they
are planted in a Northern Scituation, and out of
the Reach of the Sun, are at the Time of the wri-
ting this Letter, a full Foot high or more, the
Stalks are very tender and full of Leaves, and
as fit for green Fodder now as Clover, or any
other of our Grafs-Seeds are in the middle of
Summer, and the Plants are of fo hardy an A-
fpect, ‘that I am no ways doubtful but that (the
flowering part excepted,) they will ftand the
Severity of any Winter, and in every refpett

(d) Auguftino Gallo, an Ttalian Ruffick Author, fay:,
that the modern Italians recover’d the Medica, or Lucerne, af-
ter it bad been loft inIualy, by the Inundations of thofe barba-
rous Nations, the Goths and Vandals ; wor is it unlikely that
the Cythilus fhould be reflored at the fame tine, fince Uerera,
a Spanith Writer, fays in bis Book of Husbandry, that the Cy-
thilus was cultivated in bis Time in Spain.

anf{wer
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anfwer the Charaéter given of the true Cythifus,
by the Authors abovementioned. _
I am, my Lord, naturally led into this long
Account I am about to give to your Lordfhip,
concerning the Defcription and Ufes of this
Plant, becaufe, in a little Treatife fome few
Months fince publifh’d by (¢) Mr Cowell, late of
Hoxton, Gardener, there’s a Letter from a Gen-
tleman (who, I fince hear, is very curious in
Hufbandry and Gardening) ligned A. Heron, and
dated from Bargaly near Dumfries in Scotland,
Dec. 4. 1729. which afferts, that the Baflard
Sena was the Plant that the Ancients valued
fo much for the fattening of their Cattle : His

Words are thefe:

<« ] have endeavoured to improve the Plant
<« the Romans valued fo much for the fatten-
¢« ing of their Cattle, called by them Cytifus;
<« of all the Species of that Plant, that call’d the
s¢ the Baftard Sena is the moft acceptable to all
«¢ forts of Cattle, both Horfe, Neat, Sheep,
¢« Hares, Rabbits, Fc. who eat it with very
¢ much Delight. ,

<¢ Jtisa Shrub that is a great Increafer by
<« Suckers, and will over-run a whole Acre plant-
<« ed at two Foot and a half Diftance in a lictle
<« Time; and when at ten or twelve Inches high,
¢ may be mown to great Advantage thrice in a
<« Year; and I never doubt but it will fubfift for
< twenty or thirty Years together without being
¢ plow’d up.

<¢ Tt takes beft planted in the Stubble Field,
«¢ after two or three Crops of Grain have been

(¢) See Cowell's Curions and Profitable Gardener, p- 7.

¢ taken
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« taken off 3 nor does it fucceed lefs in a poor
«¢ fandy or gravelly Soil, provided they be
« dry, or where other kinds of Grafs will not
«¢ thrive.

<« Nor is there any Red Dutch Clover, or St
<« Foyne, {weeter to the Tafte ; and ’tis difficulc
< to preferve it in the Winter Seafon from Hares,
<¢ who make their Way thro’ Hedges.” With
more to the fame Purpofe, which is demonftra-
tive of the Goodnefs and Ufefulnefs of this Plant.
Concluding, ¢¢ That it was a Pity that Gentle-
£ n}en and Farmers had not more Knowledge
& ofiar® '

As to the Goodnefs of the Plant, or its Apti-
tude to fatten and improve all forts of Cattle, 1
have nothing to fay, fuppofing (what from the
worthy Account I have lately had of that Gentle-
man, [ need not doubt) that it is eftablifh’d on
Fa&s, of which I have not had Experience e-
nough either to contradi& or approve, but much
doubt, nay am fully perfwaded, that the Sena is
not fo much as a Genus or Species of the fo much
efteemed Cytbifus, but rather, (as it is molt evi-
dently known by all whoare inthe leaft converfant
in Gardens, or in the Hiftory of Plants,) of the (f)}
Colutea Family, the Defcription and Character

( ) Whaever is not well vers'd in the different Names and
kinds of thefe two Plants (the Cythifus and Colutea) may
find them plac’d under two diftin@ Genders in Monj. Tourne-
fort's Elemens de Botanique, fect. 11. Genre. II. Tom. I.
Plate 416. As alfo in Seét. 3. Genre IIL Tom.I. Plate 418.
Tom. III. Whkere by the Defeription and Plates it will be ev:-
dently feen, that they bave little or no Relation to one another,
at leaft that they are not the fame Plants. The fame Diffin-
étion is alfo vifible from the two dccounts given of sach Plant,
by Gerrard, p. 1305. and 1299.  A#d by Parkinfon, p. 1471,
and 227.

of
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of which are very different from the Cythifis,
the Colutea, or Sena, being fet in two Ranges of
Leaves, nearly oppofite to one another, five or
fix, or more, on a Side; but the Leaves of
the Cytbifus are connetted or knit together three
on a Bunch, on the top of the Stalk,as all Trefoyles
are, in every part, very different from the Co-
lutea or Baftard Sena. | -

Befides all which, the Seed-Vefiels, which help
to determine the particular Species of any
Plant, are quite different one from another, the
Seed of the Sena is contained in thin Bladders or
Veficls, and is for that Reafon, by Botanifts,
called Colutea Veficaria or Bladder Senas fo alfo is
the Barba Fovis, another Kind of the Colutea,
which is raifed on hot Beds, and is a beautiful
annual or rather biennial Plant in a2 Garden ; but
the Seed of the Cytbifus is contained in Shells
like fmall Peafe, Vetches, or Tares, fome in
thofe which are ftrair, as in the Cythifus fecundus
Clufii, and others, and fome in thofe which are
horned or ciooked as the Sickle-Peafe are, as is
the Cythifus cornutus of Gerrard, and the Cythifus
Maranthe cornutus of Parkinfon, of which more
is faid elfewhere. i

Befides, the true Cyzhifus which is defcribed-
by the Ancientsis an Evergreen, and blows
in the Winter, whilft all the Colutea’s, at leaft
thofe with which I am the beft acquainted, blow
in the Summer and are deftitute of Leaves all the
Winter long, which is another ftrong Objection
not only as to the Kind, but the great Ufes
of this Fodder, which would be ineftimably
the better, if it bore Leaves and was of ufe in
the Winter.,

To
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To this, my Lord, give me leave B
to add, that if (g) Pliny is to be be- &/ 1k Oigt-
liev’d, the Cythifus beforemenion’d f]fm?: £1°0
has its Derivation from Cythnos, by
fome Cythinos, one of the Iflands of the antient
Cyclades, from whence it was carried almoft all
over Greece, where it was, as (b)) Columella witnelles,
call’d Zézc aut xxpriwv aut ooy, becaufe it
was the moft ufeful Food of any they ha' for
Cocksand Hens, Bees, Sheep, Goats, and allother
Cattle; to this beautiful flowering Ifland of Cysb-
nos, Qwuid (i), in his Metamorphofis, feems to al-
lude, when in the War which Minos King of
Crete made upon the Aibenians, for the Murder
of his Son Androgeus, this, as well as almoft all
the Iflands of the Cyclades, join’d with him. Whilft
the Colutea, or Baffard Sena (which Mr Heron,
in his Letter to Mr Cowell, fays is the true Cy-
thifis, fo much efteem’d amongft the Romans;
tho’ it was originally a Grecian Plant,) was re-
ally of fo little Account, that none of the Au-

(2) Concerning the Derivation of the Word Cythifus, /ee
alfs what Voflius, in bis Etymological Dictionary, {fub titulo
CY, faysof it. Cythifus, vel potius Cytifus, winoeGr, ita di~
citur ab urbe Cytifo, ut quidem cenfet Servius, ad 1 Ecl. Cy-
thifis, genus fraticis vel berbe, que nafiitur inter canipes
Jylvas, in Cythifa civitate. Funius Phylegyrius idem: Sed
Cythifam infulz nomen facit. Puto autem utrumque fll
cum Geographorum nullus Cythifz, five urbis, five infulae,
meminerit. ﬁ\liﬁ potins Librarii error eft, ac utrobique refcri-
bendum Cythno : qua juxta Atticam & Bubzam infula eft, in
qua Cythifus inventa eft. Plinius lib. xiii. cap. 24. fuventus hit
frutex in Cythnoinfula:inde tranflatus eff in omnes Cycladas. mox
in urbes Greecie, A (‘fé}m igitur Cy¢bifo nomen videtur  Vid.
Yoffii Etymol. Ling. Lat. p. 173.

(k) Vid. Columel. lib de Asboribus, cap. xxviil, p. 231.

(i) Florentemque Cythnon, Scyron, planamque Seriphon,
Marmoreamque Paron, quaque impia prodidit arcem,

Sithonis accepto, quod avara popoicerat, auro.
Ovid, Metam, lib. vii, ver, 464.

E thors
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thors who have copied from them have (as far as
I am able to gather) fo much as mention’d it.
Noris the Original of that Plant in the leaft ac-
counted for in any of the Hiftories of Plants or
Herbals, which I have lately feen only that
itis of Greek Original——except it be Ruellius,
who fays, that it has its Derivation fiom (%)
#g2'¢z, the Fruit of which is very good to fat-
ten Sheep. But this I fear was a borrowed Mil-
take, and has been perhaps the oecafion of ma-
ny others which have been committed on this
Head. *
And this, my Lord, leads me into a more
particular Account of this Plant, which is the
undoubted Cythifus of the Ancients, and to fhow
the Reafons why I am fo confident it is, and that
its. Ufes are what thofe Authors of Antiquity
have {et down, alfo to thew the Reafons, why 1 be-
lieve it may be introduc’d into the Englih Huf-
bandry, if we can but get Seed from abroad,
or have a proper Scope of Time given for
encrealing it, by Cuttings or Slips, every bit
of which, if but an Inch or two long, will
grow; nor is this any new Difcovery, but the
revival of a Plant which has been as it were
obliterated and forgot by Time, and has been
for many Years kept in clofe Confinement (much
againft it’s will in Green-houfes) where its only
Fault was, that, without any advantages of
Fire, it grew fo faft as to fill up all the Alleys
through which one was to pafs, and by its luxu-
viaut growth choak’d up all thofe Plants which
ftood nigh it, in fuch a manner, that they have
been obliged in many places to caft it out,

(%) Colutea =, f. Ruel. a gopTéa ; arbor cujus fruGtu oves
admodum pinguefcunt., #id. Rusliius, de Nat. Stirp. p. 24.

| What
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‘What I have faid on this Head will not/ hope
be judg’d by that Gentleman, or any of his
Friends, to be the produce of Ill-nature, either to
reproach the Author of the Miftake, or our of
Defign to advance my own Notions above any
body’s elfe, but purely out of a jult Regard to
Fact ; nor can it be indeed any grear Reflection
on the worthy Author of the aforementioned Let-
ter, whofe diftant Situation and great Age are
fuch, as may well take him off from the Furfuit
of that Knowledge, which is neceffary to make
him acquainted with that infinite Variety of
Plants, which the more Southern Parts of the
Werld produce.

But now, that I may in the beft and cleareft
manner, reprefent to your Lordfhip, the true
Defcription and Ufes of this Plant, the true
Cytbifus, and demonftrate that it is really that
Plant which was had in fo great Efteem among
the Ancients, be pleas’d to pardon me, if thro’
a Labyrinth of the beft Authors of Repute, both
ancient and modern, I trace it from its Original,
and by comparing what they have wrote on this
Subje¢t, as well as by my own Obfervations on
the Plant itfelf, I may convince all that oppofe
it, that this Plant, and this only, is the true Cy-
thifus, which was propagated by them.

The Accounts which the moft celebrated of
all the Grecian Authors have given, as Galen,
Hippocrates, Ariftomachus, and others, are fumm’d
up by the moft learned of all the modern Bota-
nifts, as the two Baubinus’s, Parkinfon, Gerard,
Ray, &c.

To begin._then with the Latins, the beft Ac-
counts we have of it are from Columella, or rather
~ Pliny, the laft of whom fays the Bark or Coat of
it is of a whitifh Afpect : ¢ And that if any

. ‘“ one
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‘< one would exprefs the Image or Likenefs of
“¢ it in a proper manner, it was like or rather
‘c indeed it really was the narrow leav’d Shrub
¢¢ Trefoyle, which he had before obferv’d would ~
¢¢ be in full Perfection in three Years after the
<¢ fowing or planting of it. (/)

Of this Quality is the Cytbifus of which I
am now writing; but what makes a very great
Impreffion on me, as to the Truth of ir, is its
flowering all the Winter, which none of the Cy-
thifus or " Colutea’s do; for Piiny, {peaking of
the laft time of Mowing it in the Book and
Chapter before mention’d, fays, Demetiiur verno
@quinottio cum florere dzﬁm! 3 it is cut at the vernal
Aiguinox, when it has left off Flowering; on
which account Delacampius in his Notes on that
Chapter, is very exprefs when he fays, ro/a
byeme floret, it flourifhes all the Winter, as does
the Cythifus I am now recnmmendmg

Columella, in his Account of

Of the Opinion  the Cythifus, though he was more
o e Aniests particularon the Ufes and Vir-
e hipe. tues, and the manner of its Pro-
Seription of it. pagation, has placed it in two
diftinét Parts of his Treatife,

firft under the Title of Herbs, as in Lib. v,
Cap. xi.” of his Treatife de re mﬂ:m And a-
gain, in his Treatife de Arboribus, cap. xxviii.
By which it appears very plainly from him,
that the Plant by them meant, was of an arbo-
reflcent or rather frutefcent Turn or Growth,
like that of the Willow, and not properly an

rl) Canus afpetdi, breviterque fiquis exprimere fimi-
Jitudinem velit, anguitioris ¢rifolii frutex. Plin. Natz. Hiff.

dib, xiil, cape ZXIV.
Herb,
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Herb, which the Editors of the Index to the
four Ruftick Authors, feem to mean, when
they fay, fub Titulo, (C.) Cythifum furculum effe
#on berbam Cythifus duplex est, Cythifus fru-
tex e§f, &c. all which are {fo exaltly agreeable
to the growth of the Cytbifus I am now up-
on, that no body that ever faw it can, I think,
raife any difpute about it.

Permit me now, my Lord, to recite what
the moft Learned of all the European Botanifts
(who feem to have copied all, or moft of their
Defcriptions of it from the Greeks,) have faid
on this Head ; and which, from all the Circume-
ftances they have given of it, is the Cyshifus
verus 3 and which Mr Ray (m) in his Hiftory of
Plants, {ays is the Cythifus incanus filiquis falcatis,
of C. Baubinus, the Cythifus filiqgud incurvi, folio
candicante, of ¥, Baubine, the Cythifus cornutus of
Gerard (beforementioned) and the Cyzhifis Galeni
creditus Maranthe, cornutus of Parkinfon, who
does not ftick to affirm it to be the fuppofed true
Cythifus, or horned Trefoyle, of which he gives
the following Account.

(n) This Cythifus, (as Galen faith) groweth
to the height of a Myrtle, or as Pliny, Colu-
mella, and Straboto, to the height of a Mean
(or as I take it, rather the Laburnum or Bean)
Tree ; which many, as Lagdunenfis faith, take
¢¢ for no other than the Medica Lunata (and
¢ i1s yet defcribed by Befer) as it grew in
¢¢ the Bithop of Cyflos’s Garden, to be in
¢¢ fome fort anfwerable to what Masthiolus fetteth
¢¢ forth of it. For acknowledging his former

() Vid. Raii Hiftoria Plantarum de Herbis flore papilionaceo
feu leguminofis. /ib. xviii. p. g73.
(») Vid. Theatrum Botanicum, Park, Tribe 16. Cap. 544
p- 1471s
¢ Error,
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« Error, in miftaking the Zrifolium Caballinum,
¢ or Lucerne, to be the Cytbifus; and, finding
¢ in Galen that the Cythifus was a Shrub, not an
s¢ Herb, he fheweth this Plant which he received
¢ from Artufus as the right, and therefore could
¢ beno Medica, (which 1s a {mall creeping Herb,
“¢ as all thofe forts are) and growing to be two
¢ Cubits high, covered with a grayifh or an afh
¢ coloured Bark, the Wood whereof is firm and
¢ hard, the Leaves are hoary and whitith, as
«¢ is the whole Shrub without order, three to-
¢ gether on fhort foot Stalks, the Flowers are
“ of a gold, yellow, thining Colour, like unto
¢ Broom, the Seed grows in crooked Pods ; this
¢ Cytbifus alfo, which is the feventh kind produ-
¢ ced by Gerard (o), and called by him Cythifus
¢ cornutusy and as he faith hath many tough
¢¢ hairy Branches, rifing from a woody Root,
¢ four or five Cubits high, which are divided
¢¢ into fundry fmaller Branches befet with L.eaves
< like the Meadow T7¢foyle ; among which come
¢¢ forth yellow Flowers like Broom, that turn
¢ into crooked flat Pods like a Sickle, wherein
¢ is contained the Seed, tafting like the Cuir
¢ or Ligumens; the whole Plant is hoary like
<¢ the Rhamnus, and being broken or bruifed,
¢ fmellethlike Rocket.”

It is called, faysthe fame Author, pag. 1306.
by the Grecks xvhn'or, that is to fay in Latin,
Sfeenum fertile, or fruitful Hay 3 and does, as Hip-
procrates, in his Book of the Nature of Women
and Women’s Difeafes, fays, encreafes their
Milk when they are fubjet to be dry. And
Ariftomackus of Atbens (as we have it in Pliny)
erders it to be given with Wine, and likewife

(¢) Vid. Gerard's Hifory of Plantss  Kib. iil, p. 1305,
ta
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to be boiled in Water for Nurfes to drink when
their Milk fails, Of what ufe it is to Bees,
is alfo found in the fame Author, as he has it
from Democritus and Ariffomachus; the Wood
of this Plant is fo tough, that (p) Beffus relates
that the 7urks make the Handles of their Swords
with i,

The Defcription which one of the Baubines
gives (¢), does in a great meafure agree with
that of Parkinfon and Gerard with this Ad-
dition, that the Legumen, or Fruit proceed-
ing from it, is not in Perfetion till towards
the beginning of the Summer, which alfo a-
grees with what Pliny and his Commentator
(which are already quoted) fays on this Head ;
as to its flowering, feeding, and cutting, there
Is another Matter obfervable, that the Pith of
the Stock of this Plant, when it is old, is black
like Ebony, which has occafiened fome to give
ita Name relating to that Property. Add to all

thefe Teftimonies what Tournefort fets down pag.
143. who, from its healing and fattening Quali-
ty calls it Medicago (r), and from its Similitude

to

(#) Ex hujus ligno enfiam manubria Turce conficiunt, &
Caloieri Paumi {pharulas precatorias efformant,  Raii Hiff.
Plant, lib. xviil. p. g973.

(7) Cytilus Maranthe frutex eft totus candidus, eam altitu-
dinem attingens ad quam myrtus crefcit. Fo/ia fingulis pediculis
terna, retufa & nonnihil‘fiffa, qua fi digitis terantur odorem
Eruce proximum, guftata verd Cicer recens emulantur. Floress
excludit in ramoram cacaminibus, letum afpettuque pulcherri-
mum, colore luteum fed faturato, (parvum, Geniitze pilofw flori
proximum, ex longo pediculo.) Siliguas preducit pulchras, la-
tas, contortas und & nonnunquam plaribus f piriz, in quibus Se-
mina parva, vix ineunte xftate maturefcentia, Caudex nigrum
cor retinet Ebeno fimillimum, quod evenit ratione vetuftatis 3
nam in adolefcente non obfervatur. C. Baubin. in Pinace, p.
389, 390.

{r he word Medicaza is probably of 3. Tournefort’s own
making, not being to be found under that Title in any qother Book
of Botany, and from its healing and fattening Quality, feems to

be
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to the Herb Trefoyle, which being put together
is the Medicago trifolia incana frutex.

By this time your Lordfhip will, I humbly
hope, be fatisfy’d that I have taken fome Pains
in the perufing of thofe Authors, from whom I
was likely to procure a proper Account of the
Cythifus, the unanimity of whom will, ’tis hop’d,
be a fufficient Warrant for what I have faid on
this Head ; but leaft I fhould boaft of my Perfor-
mance too foon, your Lordthip’s Goodnefs will, I
flatter myfelf, pardon me whilit I relate that (up~

« onreading what the Ingenious Society of Gardeners
have wrote contrary to my Opinion) I was at firft
at a Lofs what to fay in Defence of my favourite
Plant the Cytbifus, and (hould have given it up
had not my Ideas of it been ftrongly rooted;
for after they had given the Character and Names
of it, they proceed with great Exaltnefs to re-
late, ¢ that this was the Plant which was by
<« many fuppofed to be the Cythifus mentioned
s by Virgil, in his Georgics (I rather think they
¢ mean his Bucolics becaufe it is but once men-
< ticned in the Georgics, but four or five times in
¢¢ his Bucolics who have been thereby led to
< propagate it in England, for feeding of Cattle,
s« Whatever the Cythifus of Virgil was, we fhall
¢ not (fay they) undertake to determine 3 but that
«¢ this will never anfwer the purpofe of feeding
< Cattle in England we can affirm, for in very
¢« hard Winters it is apt to be fo cut, that it

be derived from Medicus or rather Medico and ago, were it not
that its Derivation according to PJimy is from Med:a, from whence
it was (as he affirms) brought after thofe Wars for the Improve
ment of Husbandry in Europe,and not from Medica ; but that the
Medica and Cythifus are a kin to each other, is found in fome
Englifp Herbals, and fo near, that they have fometimes been
taken for one aonther ; and this probably was the reafon why
Tournefort in his Elemens de Botanique, Tom. L. p. 328, fays
Medicago et un diminutif de Medica, comme qui diroit ung
plante qu’ aproche de la Luferne, :
¢¢ hardl
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¢ hardly recoversits Verduyre before the middle
¢ of May and it is a hardy woody Shrub, {o
¢¢ that none but the extreme Parts of the Shoots
‘¢ are fit to be given to Cattle ;5 nor does this
¢ Shrub afford Shoots of any confiderable
‘¢ length, fo as to bear cutiing more than once
‘¢ in the middle of Summer: But however unfitit
‘“ be for feeding of Cattle, it is a very beautiful
¢ Shrub in a Garden, -and continues flowering
¢ at leaft feven or eight Months; which, to-
‘¢ gether with its Silver-coloured Leaves, adds
¢¢ to the Variety of flowering Skrubs. This was
““ (fay they) with Care preferved in Green-
‘¢« Houfes, till of late we Eave found it grow
¢ well in open Air, provided it have a dry Soil,
¢ and is theltered from the cold Winds.”

This Account of the Cythifus had like to have
made me give up my favourite Plant, not know-
ing what it might be that this Body of expe-
rienc’d Gardeners meant, becaufe their Account
did not agree with the Obfervations I had long
made of it; for, in the firtt Place, the Severity
of the prefent Weather * is as great as any
that has been for fome Years, and yet the
Green of this Plant is not in the leaft hurt, altho’
the Sets being planted late, as before recited, are
very young and tender ; but what they fay of
its fhooting fo very flow, and that it does not
require to be cut above once in the Summer,
made me apprehend that we either were not right
together in our Notions about the Genus and
Species of this Plant, or that they had not much
experienc’d it, fince tis very vifible that it will
fhoot like a Willow, and may be cut five or
fix times ina Year when well eftablifh’d. The
Hardnefs of the Wood is an Obfervation quite

* Fan. 30. 1730,
F different
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different from what I have made upon the Cythifus,
the Branches being of themfelves very tender,
and fe weak as to proflrate themfelves in a hot
Day, when there has been ne Sun for a pretty
while, tho’ they rife again in the cold (I add the
coldeft) frotty Mornings that happen, and the
Boughs are befet with tender Leaves of a mealy
Bean Tafte. | |

Upon this Tapply’d myfelf to one of the Mem-
bers of that induftrious Society, who having the
Plant growing at that Time, [ expoftulated
with him, concerning what had been fet down
in the foregoing Paffage; he agreed with me
that it was the Plant they meant, but that after
all, he believ’d there were few or none of their
Society, who had Experience enough of it, to
tell whether it would live without doors all the
Winter for Fodder or no.

Not fatisfy’d with this, I apply’d myfelf to
the Ingenious Mr Phillip Miller, Botanick-Garde-
ner at Chelfea, who is now going to favour the
World with a large and very ufeful Work, who
according to his ufual Generofity, Opennefs, and
Freedom, imparted I believe all, or the greateft
part of thofe Obfervations which he had made
about it; particularly, that he had try’d ic for
a Nobleman in Gloucefterfbire, who is a ve
great Lover of Hufbandry; and for a Gentleman.
in Wiltfhire, whom I have had occafion to men-
tion in the Preface, thatit would not do at all on
clayey Ground, and but indifferently on Gravel ;
and that tho’ it might endure abroad in common
Winters, (fuch probably he meant wherein
Peafe, Beans, and other things which are apt
to perith in fevere hard Winters would) yet
much doubted the Succefs of it in thofe which
were very cold indeed, and then carried me to

e
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fee a Plant which the Frofts at that time had
much injured.

Notwithftanding which I was not at all dif-
may’d, when (upon my Return to my own
Plants) I found them as freth as ever, upon which
I fuppos’d that the Reafon of their being alive
and frefh, and the other in a languithing Condi-
tion, was owing to two or three Caufes; the
firft was, mine were young and healthy Plants,
the other, a Plant of fome Years {tanding, and
which bad been cut down as it ought 3 another Rea-
fon was, that my Plants were eartht up well, and
a Trench dug at the Foot of them, which had
drawn off all fuperfluous Moifture from the
Roots. Whilft that Plant which I faw in the
Garden aforefaid, ftood on level Ground, by
which the Roots might {uffer as well as the Head.
Upon which I concluded, that the only way to
preferve the Cythifus in Strength and Vigour was
to keep it often cut, and then, like Oziers,
Peach Trees, or any thing elfe of that kind, it
would ftrike deeper Root, and confequently
fhoot up the thickerand ftronger: On the other
hand, I faw by the look of Mr Miller’s Plant,
that it had been headed very little, if at all,
there being much large old Wood above the
Root, that appear’d to be more than ene or two
Months, nay even more than one Years Growth;
and that nipping or cutting the Cythifus often,
1s conducive to the making it grow ftrong, I
judg’d from a few Plants, which were cropt late
in the year by a Hog which broke into the Gar-
den, and which were ftronger and more fturdy
than thofe which were not cropt at all, that
this fort of Management is found to be ufeful
to the common White-thorn, and even to Trees
which, being more tender, are kept in Green-
Houfes, to the White-thorn efpecially is that an-

P2 cient
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cient Wood-man’s Proverb cut it and haveit ; and
thouigh one indeed is to be cut in as few Months,
as the other is Years or fewer, yet the Reafon
is the fame for both; but fuppoling the worft
that can be, and that this Fedder fthould be in
fome very fevere Winters cut off, yet it anfwers
what the Ancients have faid of it, wiz. that it
may be eat green eight Months in the Year,
and dry the other fours one thing I am now
doubtful oft is, that the Wetnefs of our Springs
are fuch, that we muft never hope for Succefs in
making Hay at the Vernal ZAquinox, as they
did in Italy and Greece, but muft take care to
make it in the Summer.

And now, my Lord, after I have detained
your Lordfhip fo long, with a Defcription of the
true Cythifus, and anfwer’d all the Objections which
are raifed againft it, and proved (I think) beyond
all difpute, that the Baftard Sena is not fo much
as a Genus or Species of that Plant, which was
had in fo great cfteem amongft the Romans, as
the Author of the-aforefaid Letter from Bargaly
fuppofes, it is time for me to give your Lord-
thip the beft Account I can of its Virtues and
Ufes, and of the Methods which may be taken
to propagate and encreafe it ; being a Plant
which (tho’ it has been long confin’d within
the fcanty Limits of a Green-houfe) will now,
’tis hop’d, be releas’d from its Imprifonment,
and at length become the Decoration and Im-
provement of deferted Commons, and wafte
uncultivated Fields ; and tho’ I know I am
but making a naked Repitition of what your
Lordihip has long ago well digefted in the Ori-
oinal, yer fince this Letter is by your Lordfhip’s
Permiffion defligned to appear in Print, for the
publick Good, I hope I fhall be excufed for this
bold, tho’ ufeful, Attempt,
. Although
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Although Pliny relates that the Cyshifus was
tran{ported from the Iland Cytbnos or Cythines, and
from thence fpread all over the Grecian Empire ;
yetIam not well enough kill’d in that Language
to know whether Homer, who wrote of things
in general, or Hefiod who wrote of Hufbandry in

articular, gave any Account of the Virtues and

fes it was of to the World, much lefs of the

Propagation of it; neither have I leifure at pre-
fent, to call any Body to my Affiftance.

Democritus and  Ariffomachus did indeed, as
Pliny teftifies, promife great things as to its ufes
to Bees ; but their writings on this Head, are,
I doubt, long ago obliterated and loft.

Cato, one of the firt Roman Writers in Huf-
bandry (which is extant) did not, as I remem-
ber, write any thing about it ; and what Parro,
who followed him wrote, is fo concife, that little
or nothing of Ufe can be collected from him.

Columella, of whofe account of it, I have al-
ready faid fomething, and fhall by and by fay
more, has treated of it in a much larger manner
than other Ruftick Authors, and is indeed much
to be minded ; but whether he wrote from his
own Experienee, or from what he had colleted
from the Grecian Wrriters, is uncertain be it
as'it will, whatever he has wrote is perfectly
agreeable with the Nature of the Plant; and
were there no other Book wrote of it befides,
the Propagation and Ufes of the Cysbifus might
be learned from it.

Virgil, who, as all Authors agree, was fet at
work on purpofe by Auguflusto retrieve the decays
that Agriculture labour’d under, during the
Declenfion of the Roman Common-Wealth, and
who is generally fuppos’d to have copied what
he wrote from the Grecign Authors, was one Ef'

the
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Or lead them where luxuriant Trefoyle grows,
Or on the Sallow’s bitter Rind to browze,

And in his fecond Paftoral.

Huce ades, & formofe puer. Tibi lilia plenis

Licce ferunt mympbe calathis: tibi candida Nais

Pallentes violas & fumma papavera carpens,

Narciffum & florem jungit bene olentis anctbi,

Tum cafia, atque aliis intexens fuavibus berbis,

Mollia luteola pingit vaccinia caltha,

Ipje ego cana legam tenera lanugine mala,

Caftaneafgue nuces, mea quas Amaryllis amabat.

Addam cerea pruna: & bonos erit buic quogue pom.

Et vos, 6 lauri, carpam, & te, proxima myrie,

Sic pofite quoniam fuaves mifcetis odores.

Raufticus es, Corydon: nec munera curat Alexis -

Nec i muneribus certes, concedat Iolas,

Ebeu, quid volui mifero mibi\ floribus Auftrum

Perditus, & liquidis immifi fontibus apros,

RQuem fugis, ab demens! babitarunt Dii quogue filvas,

Dardaniufque Paris. Pallas, quas condidit arces,

Ipfa colat : nobis placeant ante omnia filve.

Torva leena lupum fequitur, lupus ipfe capellam:

Florentem Cythifum fequitur laftiva capella :

Te Corydon, O Alexi: trabit fua quemque voluptas,
Ecw. ii. ver. 45,

Thus Englifh’d by the Noble Earl before
mentioned

Oh beauteous charming Boy ! come here and fee ;
Bafkets of Flow’rs, the Nymphs cull out for thee :
Lillies and pale-look’d Violets they bring,

And the fair Naids crop the early Spring.

The fragrant Sweets with artful Hands they join,
Where Poppy-Heads and Daffodils combine.

Caffia
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Ca/ffia and Dill are added to the Store,

With Cowflips, Marigolds, and many more

In order wove, a Garland to complear,

Adorn’d with every Flower and every Sweet,
But Neftarines and Peaches 1 admire,

And Chefnuts which my Amaryllis does defire :
Plumbs too, and Apples do deferve our praife, >
And you, O Baysand Myrtles, crown our lays,
Becaufe you gratefully your Odours raife. g
But Coryden’s a Swain, his Bribe’s too poor, 2-
Alexis{corns his Gifts, his Mafter can give more, ;
Thou {triv’ft in vain to offer all thy Store.
Alas! what wou’d’ft thou do? leave all aftray,
Let Storms thy Garden fpoil, or Flowers decay ;
Or in thy Meadows let the favage Boar
Pollute thy Springs, and thy tender Plants devour.
Whatdoft thoufly? the Gods themfelves do dweil
In Shades, and Paris’ Court was but a Cell.
Let Pallas live in Cities the has made, :
We are far happier in the fylvan Shade.

The Lyon hunts the Wolf, the Wolif the Kid,
The wanton Goat on Trefoyle loves to feed :
So Corydan Alexis does purfue, v

And ev’ry Man the Pleafure in his View.

I fhall draw towards a Conclufion of what I
have to take from Virgil, with what he fays (in
his tenth Paftoral where he comforts Gallus for
the Lofs of his Miftrefs) of its great ufes to
Bees, for whofe fake the Cyzhifus was, by the An-
cients, always planted in or near their Apiaries,
the Flower of it being fweet, and affording a
fine Liquid to load themfelves with; even in
the depth of Winter. |

Ecquis erit modus! inquit : amor non lalia curat.
Nec lacrymis crudelis amor, nec gramina rivis,

Nec Cytifo faturantur apes, nec fronde capelle.

| I have
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I have made bold to alter a few Words in
the Tranflation to make it plain, otherwife it
i1s as that Noble Lord has rendered it.

There is no Medium *twixt Extreams, fays he,

Love values nothing but its Liberty ;

So barbarous! humane Tears can never pleafe,
No more than Cythifus can furfeit Bees.

Or Floods can fatisfy the graffy Field ;

Or wanton Goats with verdant Leaves be fill’d,

I fhall borrow but one Paffage more from Vir-
gil, which is a fuller Demonttration of the great
efteem that Poet, and all the Antient Romans,
had for the Cythifis 3 after he had {poken of the
great Ufes of Sheep, Goats, and other Cattle for
Cloathing, &c. commends it for the encreafe of
Milk, Cheefe, &¢. in the ftrongeft T'erms. Thus

At cui lattis amor, Cytifum, lotofgue frequentes
Xpfe manu, [alfafque ferat prefepibus berbas.
Hinc € amant fluvios magis, & magis ubera tendunt,
Et falis occultum referunt in lalle faporem.
Multi jam excretos probibent & matribus bedos,
Primaque ferratis prefigunt ora capifiris.
%ﬂ:d furgente die mulfére, borifgue diurnis;

ofle premunt : quod jam tenchris &5 [ole cadente,
Sub lucem exportant calathis (adit oppida paflor,)
Aut parco fale contingunt, byemique reponunt,

- GEoR. iil. % 394.

The Reader will I hope excufe meif I endeavour
to alter two or three of the firft Lines which my
Lord Lauderdale gives in his tranflation, being,
in my humble Opinion, very wide of the ori-
ginal Meaning of Virgil; éﬂr the Lotus whichbls

y
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by his Lordfhip tranflated Broom, is by no
means fo, but an Egyptian Legume, or Herb,
of which as Pliny fays their Shepherds not only
made Bread, but as Homer, both in his Ifiad,
and Odyffey fays, was plac’d in the Number of

thofe Herbs in which the Gods themfelves de-

lighted. Befides, his Lordfhip’s Verfion, in o-
ther Particulars, in the beginning of this Sen-
tence is but indifferently done to what the later
part is: But to the Tranflation ;

If to the Love of Milk your Fancies lead,

Your Flocks with Trefoyle and the Lotus feed,
Give them falt Grafs and that their Udders fills,
From Salt to Milk a favoury Tafte diftils ;.
The Mothers Teats to ftronger Kids deny,

And Iron Muzzles round their Nofes tye :

Of Mornings Milk at Night make Cheefe and.
‘Whey, o
Your evening’s Milk next Morn to town convey
In wooden Pails, or if you {till have more,
Make falted Cheefes for your Winter Store.

This Account of Virgil’s, relating to the
Ufes of the Cythifus to milch Beafts, is alfo
hinted at by Pliny, when he is giving an Ac-
count of its being tranflated from the Cyclades to
Greece; his Words are thefe, mox in urbes Grecas
magno cafei procul proventy s quod maxime miror va-
7um cffe in Itakia. Plin, Nat, Hift. lib.xiii. cap. xxiil,

Thus far from Zirgil, concerning the great U-
fes of the Cythifus; but much more to the Pur-
pole follows from Columeila who wrote after him,
when Claudius was Emperor of Rome; permit me
to give it in his own Words, leaft being fond of
my Subject I thould be thought guilty of raifing
its Charafler above the real Value: Omni gener:
' . pecuduti

|
|
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pecudum utiliffimus est, quod ex eo cito pinguefcit,
& lathis plurimum preebet ovibus, tum etiam quod oiio
menfibus viridi eo pabulo uti & pofleo arido poffit 5
preterea in quolibet agro, quamvis macerrimo celeriter
comprebendit, omnem injuriam fine noxa patitur,
Columell. de Re ruflica, lib. v. cap. xi.

But to this Purpofe alfo Pliny is much more
exprefs, when he fays, non ex alio pabulo
lattis major copia aut melior, [uper ommia pecorum
medicina, a morbis omni ufu preflante, And inthe
fame Chapter he has given fo high a Commen-
dation of it, that I think I can’t end this part of
my Account better than with his expreffionson it :
Non @ftuum, non frizorum, non grandinum, aut nivis
injuriam expavefcit, Vid, Plin. Nat. Hift. lib. xiii.
cap. xxiii. And befides what Columella and Vir-
gil have wrote of the Ufes of it to Bees, Pliny
- fays from Ariflomachus and others, Apes quoque
nunguam defore Cythifo pabulo contingente.

This Plant which I have fo long been repre-
fenting to your Lordfhip, may be propagated
either by the Seed or by Cuttings, the particular
Methods of which I fhall give at the clofe of this
Account, as Cabbage Seeds, or any Plant of that
kind, are planted out at a Foot and a half afunder,
as fays Varro (s) 5 orat four, as fays Columella(¢),in
the manner Oziers are. But as to the Propagation
of it by Seed, there has been fo little ever known
to be fav’d in England, the flowering of it be-
ing in the middle of Winter, that I defpair of
ever {eeing that ; altho’ as to the Green, it lives

(s) Cythifug feritur in terra bene {ubafta, tanquam femen
‘brafficee, inde differtur, & in fefquipedem ponitur, aut etiam
duriore virgulz deplantantur, & ita pangitur in ferendo.
Farra de Re ruffica. lib. i. cap. xliii.

(#) Plantas deinde vere dilponite, ut inter fe quoquoverfus
quatuor pedum fpatio diftent. Columel, de Arboribus, caps

Zxviil,
G2 and
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and profpers, and is all that Time a moft ex-
ceeding beautiful Plant, which ramifies or grows
into an abundance of Shoots ; its Propagation®
may in a few Years be made with great eafe, and
in great abundance, Ihaving myfelf {feen Cuttings
enough on one Plant to ftock a Quarter of an
Acre of Ground at leaft, becaufe every Bit of
two or three Inches long will grow, and if plan-
ted and moderately watered in the Spring, or
any of the Summer Months, will root with Plea-
fure, and if fet at three Foot afunder about Four
thoufand eight hundred will be more than fuffi-
“cient for an Acre, which may be fed the firft or
fecond Year, if done with Care, concerning
which more will be fec down in the Conclufion
of this Difcourfe, nothing being able to hurt it,
if what Pliny obferves in the Conclufion of his
xxiii chapter of lib. xiii. of the Cythifus be right,
(where though in general he advifes the mow-
ing or reaping of it as foon as it has done
flowering, which is at or about the Vernal
Aiquinox, which happens with them fome
time in February) yet in giving Account of its
Hardinefs, and that accerding. to Hyginus, no
hacking, chopping, cutting, or any other ill
Ufage could entirely kill it, on Account of
the Ungratefulnefs of the Wood, it may not
feem unreafonable that it may be cut at any
Time of the Year, even in the greateft Heats
of Summer, as well as the Colﬁs of Winter,
and Iam confirm’d in this Opinion, not only
becaufe it is of 2 dry Nature, and not fubjett to
bleed as moit other Grafles or Fodders are, but
will bear to be well hack’d and chopt to keep
it within compafs, both within and without door,
and I may add at all times of the Year; and tho’
the Boughs or Branches may be a little fticky,
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if fuffered to grow too long, yet in an open and
free Air, there are fuch a Number of {mall
Leaves that encompafs the Stem, that there is
fufficient picking for Cattle, much better than
can be had on any of the Coluicas or Baftard Se-
nas, or any other Plant or Herb of thofe kinds.
And I am the more confirm’d in the Belief of
the Hardinefs of this Plant, from an Account
that I have lately receiv’d from a Gentleman
newly come from France, who has feen it grow-
ing and blowing in open Borders in the Gardens
at Chantilly, where it flowers in a very agreeable
manner all Winter,

Piliny direlts the fowing the Seed  Several Obfer-
in the Spring as you do that of the 7% about
Leek, or by the Stalk in Autumn ;:,,ﬁﬁf‘g;;:
before the fhort Days approachs; Cythifus.
but from the experience I have had
of it, I take the putting in of the Cuttings or
tender Stalks about the later end of March or be-
ginning of April, to be beft, and being well
watered 15 or 16 Days at their firlt planting,
will, in cafe no Rains fall at that Seafon be fuffi-
ciently rooted to remove into the open Field
the firft Rains which fall in September.

The fame Author fays, that when Cattle eat
it dry, being clear’d of Chaff or Duft, it fhould
be immerfs’d in Water; and given {paringly,
becaufe its Strength is then the greater; that
a ftone, or 15 or 161h weight is fufficient for
a Bait for a Horfe, (I fuppofe he means for a
Day and a Night) 201b for an Ox, and foon in
Proportion to the Strength of the Beaft to which

ou give it3 and that if you would cut it for
ay (tho’ I think *tis beft to ufe it green the beft
part of the Winter, it continuing eight or ten
Months green, if not cut down too late) it may

b
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be mow’d about the Month of September, when
the (Seed as he fays, certainly by Miftake, for
it is the) Flower begins to fwell; for if Pliny
and his Interpreters, and the Obfervations I have
always made of it be true, the Cysthifus Rowers
all the Winter, and feeds in Spring ; but it may
feed twice in other Countries for ought I know,
as feveral other things do.

Piiny fays ’tis an excellent Fodder for the
making of Cheefe, and Columella and Pliny both,
that if decocted in Wine, and given to Nurfes who
are in danger of being dry, it will caufe them
to give Milk well, and make their Infants the
healthier and ftronger, | A
- Having thus given your Lord-
Of the Methsd  fhip a full Account of this Plant,
properferrée- or rather Fodder, which ‘was held
o eriiaaaagl " ot great efteem amongft the
| ancient Romans, its Ufes and fe-
veral of the Methods which the Ancients took
n propogating it, I beg leave to conclude, by
laying down the beft Rules I can for the in-
troducing it into the Britifp Hufbandry, the
Ground allotted for it being that which is hea.
thy, barren and dry. b M

The firft thing to be done is the paring up
of the Sward or rough Coat of Heath, &2 and
throwing it into Heaps, and burning it in the
fame manner as is practifed in common Burn-
bakeing, adding a Peck or half a Bufhel of
Lime to every Hill, after which let the Ground
be plowed as ufual, and you’ll have a Fund of
Mold proper to plant your Stocks in Autumn.

If it fhould be afk’d how it came to pafs that
I can tell that the Cythifus; T have been fo long
defcribing, will grow on poor heathy Land,
when there has been few or no experiments ever
made of it in England, and that I cannot poflibly

have

\-v
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have any other warrant for it than the Authority
of the Ancients? I anfwer, thact I have obferved
for thefe twenty Years laft paft, that it would
grow in the pooreft and moft worn out emaciated
Soil that was, provided they had but Air and
were not too much water’d, both which would
make them look yellow, and caufe the Leaves
to fall off, and when we us’d to new Cafe
them, which was generally done once in three
ot four Years, we put the pooreft Mold we
could into their new Cafes, in order to prevent
their growing too faft, and filling up the Allies
too much, and from thence I always con-
cluded, that it was a Plant which was chiefly
{uftained by Air, and that the Reafon of its be
ing fo hardy was owing to a Drynefs which
was its natural Property, and that its not being
a fucculent Plant, as moft other Graffes are,
was the Reafon why it would 'refift the feve-
rity of Wet and Cold better than thofe Plants
would.

According to the Ancients, the
time of Sowing the Cythifus is ei- OF the Time
ther about the Ides of Ofober, or ;jif;’?ig
in the Spring, when the Earth is i, &oiii
well till’d, and the Ridges made
fine, in the pature of a Garden Bed, as Bazill
or any other Seed is fow’d ; but I would rather
in this Climate, advife the fowing the Seed in
the Spring, than at any other Time, that the
Plants may grow up and be firong enough
to refift the Frofts the next Winter, when
as {lft they may be but tender; and. then
1n the Autumn or Spring folowling, they may
be fet out as in other cafes, in the open Fields,

or on Hills denfhir’d and prepared, as before di-
rected,

Pliny
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Pliny fays that it is rais’d with very little Coft,
by fowing it amongft Barley, or any other Spring
Crop from Seed, or by the Sets or Stalks before
Rains in Autumn.

But in cafe Seed cannot be had, which ’tis
much to be fear’d it cannot as yet, it may (as
Columella, Iib. v. cap. xi. advifes) be planted out
by Cuttings in the beginning of September, in
Beds prepared as before ; but here again I think
it more advifeable to begin this bedding of the
Cuttings, the later end of March or beginning
of April, at about five or fix Inches afunder,
as our Nurfery-Men do their Elms out of the -
Woods; for by that means the Plants will be fo well
rooted, the top Green being cut off when planted
out, as to live without watering the next Year in
the moft open Field, or Hill ; and this tranf-
plantation of the Plants from the Nurfery-Bed
into the open Air, is certainly moft proper the
later end of Auguft or beginning of September,
for the Reafons before given. If this Work
be deferred till Spring, you might the better
fow fome Crops of Onions, Dwarf-Peafe, Tur-
neps, Spring-Tares, or other Summer Plants
which would not be apt to run up tall, and
fhade the Plant too much, as thofe do who
plant Liquorice and other things of that kind at
Pomfret and other Places; notwithftanding which,
as the Cytbifus Plants are to be fet in Rows as
Willows are, if you can fow the Interfpaces
with any thing at that Seafon, or in other
Words, that it will not anfwer the Expence you
are at, you may defer ic till the Spring follow-
ing, only new houghing, hacking, or plowing
the Ground again at that Time ; and then you
may fow the Seed beforementioned, as well as
if it were newly broke up; you may alfo fow

Spurry
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Spurry Seed, Buck Wheat; or the like, which
delight in barren fandy Land.

- But before I had given Diretions about the
Cropping the Ground between the Roots, 1
fhould have directed that at the planting of
the Cythifus Plants, the Rows fhould be fet
out with a Line as you do Hop-Hills, that
thefe Rows fhould be but three Foot apart,
whereas Hops are generally five or fix, and
having taken out the barren Mold a Foor, or a
Foot and a half Deep, and about the fame Di-
ameter, fill up the PPInEc again with Burnbak’d
and other Earth and Lime mix’d, for although
it be cruly afferted, that the Cythifus will grow
on the pooreft Lands when they are rooted, yet
while they are young, they ought to have a little
more Care taken of them.

It will as yet be impofiible for me to give an
exa& Account of the Charges which attend, or
of the Profits which may arife, from this ufeful
Plant, though as to the firft I believe I can come

pretty near It,
beig g,
The Charge of paring up, and g )
burning the Tgurf' atl;wr Acre — --—} il 2
For 32 Bufhel of Lime, to mix i
amongft the Hills, at 6 d. per Buthel § ©° 79
For 48 Hundredof Bedded Plants,} Aty 3
at 2 5. per Hundred when plenty A5
Plowing and Planting of the fame o:10:0Q
Digging the 4800 Holes, filling
them in with burnbakt and other
Earth, Lime, &F¢c. and putting in the
Plant at one Farthing each
The Rent and Tithe of the . g
Ground, — | “ B

5:00:0Q

: O

Inall t2:10:0

H The



32 A DissErRTATION 01 the

The {mall things planted or fown between the
Rows, be they only common Grafs-Seeds, will
pay for the Tillage that is required upon it eve-
ry Year, andas it s a Planc that will, in all pro-
bability, laft many Years, I know of none that
is fo great an Improvement in Land where no-
thing elfe will thrive. |

One Ufe in particular I take to

Of the great be very extraordinary for Ewes
Ukesofthe Cy- - and Lambs, that in the-Winter of
thifus to Ezves . .
and Lambs in  SPring Months, when there is no
Winter. Grafs to be found, if it is not cut
too clofe in Autumn, there will be

exceeding good Fodder, one Foot high at leaft,
to be come at eafily, tho’ the Snows fhould fall
amongft them, as it happen’d this Year, full of
fine fmall green Leaves, which by the very Tafte
of them, any one may difcover, areof a healing,
fattening Quality, and will by no means be fubjeét
to the Rot, as many other Foods in thofe Months
will, nor is there any time of the Year but this
Food will be ufeful 5 how ufeful then it will be
to hous’d Lambs, T need not add., '

Columella, and other Authors tell us, that the
Cythifus does not come to Perfe@ion, nor fit to
cut for the ufe of Cattle, till it has been grow-
ing in the Ground three Years; but for m
part, from the Experience I have had of 1, |
cannot fee why a few Ewes and Lambs may
#ot_be put into it the firft and fecond; and
why the Sualks of it may not be mow’d or cut
clofe to the Ground every Spring.

It is almoft as certain as any

Ltk ‘e thing of this Nature can be, that
f}f{?uf’;‘;“ 7. by the luxuriance of its growth in
pen free Air.  an open free Air, it may be cut
three or four times in the Sum-

mer at leaft, Iam fure the oftener the tenderer 3

the
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the Clover, when ripe, produces Stalks as hard
as this does, and is by no means fo well cover’d
with Leaves.

And now, my Lord, I doubt I fhall appear
to thofe (who look with an Eye of Ridicule on
all new Improvements) to have employ’d my
Time as idly as thofe who have fo often been
faid to have taken a great deal of Pains, ina
fruitlefs purfuic after the fo much talk’d of grand
Arcanum or Philofopher’s Stone, with which
whatfoever was touch’d, fhould be immediately
turned into Gold ; nor can I, at the firft Ap-
pearing of this, expect any greatr Quarter from
feveral who are really Lovers of, and Perfons of
confiderable underftanding in, Hufbandry ; nor
can the Opinion of fo confiderable a Body of
Gardeners, as I have before referred to, but
be of great Weight againft me, but yet Truth
and Time will conquer the greateft Obftacles
that can happen. -

Certain 1t is, from Faéts too plain to be de-
ny’d, and which are in a great meafure own’d
by fome of the Oppofers of the Succefs of this
Fodder, thatit is much more ufeful than any o-
ther Fodders, being to be eat green feveral
Months in the Year more than Clover, St Foyne
or any other Fodder, even tho’ it fhould be fup-
pofed that fome fevere Winters will cut it off
quite down to the Ground ; the St Foyne, Clover,
fine Trefeyle, &c. would always we know, 1f not
mow’d, of itfelf naturally die down to the
Ground, at or about Michaelmas; but that this
will not, I can not only aver, but bring very
good Proof, that it will remain whole and in-
tire, full eight or ten Inches, or a Foot or more
high, from Michaelmas to Fanuary or Feburary,
and be the beft Fodder that grows at that, or

any other time of the Year, .for all forts of
' H 2 Cattle,
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Cattle, and being thus tall in its .Growth and,
daily Food for them, will not only fave Hay
for worfer Weather, but will put them fo for
ward, that a lictle dry Hay of the St Foyne, Lu-

cerne, or this, when moiftned with Water, will -

make them entirely fat, and in good liking.
And tho’ I bear a great deal of Refpeét to

- any Body that endeavours to do fomething in

the way of Hufbandry and Gardening, efpe-
cially to that Body of Gardeners; yet I can-
not butfay that I think (I fpeak with humbleSub-
mifiion to better Judgment) that they have
been too quick in pafling Judgment, or rather
a definitive Sentence, on a Plant of which they
have had fo little Experience as to its Ufes in
Hufbandry ; for had thofe Plants they men-
tion, been often cut clofe to the Ground, and
young Shoots fprung up from thence, they
would have taken flronger Root, and have
been more able to defend themfelves from the
Violence of the Weather, and by this means
they need not have complain’d that the Cyzhifus
was a Shrub, wbhich did not afford Shoots of any
confiderable Length, nor would it bear cutting more
than once a Year, much lef that none but the ex-
sream parts of the Shrub are fit to be given to Cattle ;
when it will be evident enough to any Perfon,
who will give himfelf the lealt Trouble of try-
ing it, that the more you cut it, the fafter and
thicker it will grow, as all other Plants of the
vimineous Race will, fo that by this and all
the other Circumftances that I can collect ; this
noble Plant is by them unwarily condemn’d be-
fore they have made thofe Trials which were
necefiary to lead them into a true Knowledge
of it. Nothing certainly can be tenderer,
or eat with more Pleafure by Cattle, than the
young Branches or Shoots of the Cysbifus 3. and

, One

o il W

L R, e e



CYTHISUS of the Antients. 134

one great Reafon why I believe it is, when ori-
ginally raifed from Seeds or Cuttings in the o-
pen Air, a much hardier Plant than molt People
imagine, is, that it is a dry, not a fucculent
Plant, and therefore not fo fubjet to rot as
Peafe, Beans, and other Legumes in the Win-
ter; and as moft Plants owe their being, or
I would rather fay their thriving well, to fome
one or other of the three great Co-cfficients of
Nature, Air, Earth, or Water, more than to
another ; fo I judge the Cythifus owes its flourifh-
ing and Encreafe more to Air than any thing
elfe, and when plac’d upon high airy open Hills,
in any dry, barren, {oft, fandy Soil, will profper
well, notwithftanding the Severity of the Wea-
ther which affects, and often fpoils other Plants
which are more fucculent and juicy.

And indeed, my Lord, after very mature and
ferious Thoughts on it, the only Objection that
can be brought againft it, is that it is a very
green, tender, good Fodder, even at wortt fit to
eat full four Months longer than any other fort
of Fodder, and fuppofing the fevere Weather,
which fometimes happens in the Months of Fa-
nuary and February, fhould cut it fo clofe to the
Ground that it will not rife again till May, yet
it will be a very hard Sentence againft ir, to
affirm, that the Cythifus is not a proper Food
for Cattle, becaufe it lafts green fo much longer
than other Fodders, or that the Branches are.too
hard to eat, when it has not perhaps been ever
kept cut by any Body, to have thole which are
tender and fit for that purpofe.

*Twill be a great Pleafure to me, if my En-
deavours prove fatisfactory to your Lordfhip,
and ufeful to the reft of the World ; and I muit
own there are few things will give me greater
Satisfation, than to fee thereby thofe I—Iuncllrcds,

; may
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I may add Thoufands, of heathy Lands in the-
Counties of Cumberland, Weftmoreland, Durbam,
and Northiumberland, almoft from Lancafter to
Berwick, as well as thofe which lic in Surrey,
Berks, Hants, &c. brought into Tillage, for the
Advancement of thofe Eftates, and the Employ-
ment and feeding the Poor, at a Time when
tho’ every thing elfe is plenty, yet Meat is al-
moft out of their Reach. Thefe are the utmoft
of my Defires! thefe the greatelt Laurels I
grafp after: But how far my Endeavours will
contribute to that happy defirable End, muft be
fubmitted to Time and Experience; all that I
can fay in my own Juftification is, That I have
afferted nothing but what is agreeable to Fa&,
and the Obfervations I have long made of it.
The farther T'rial of it can by nomeans be either
expenfive or hazardous, the Lofs (if I may fo
call it) of a Quarter of an Acre of Land, and
the Improvement and Planting of it can’t coft
above 3 /. or 44. at moft, which will fully de-
monftrate the Truth and Succefs of this ufeful
Fodder. i

And with this, my Lord, I beg leave to con-
clude, begging your Lordfhip’s Pardon only
whilft I do myfelf the Additional Honour of fub-
{cribing myfelf, !

My Lorp,
Your Lordfbip’s
most Obliged,

Humble Servant,

STEPHEN SWITZER.
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sl SIC:RALP T,

Ince I finifh’d the the foregoing Letter, I
- have, by means of my Ingenious and Wor-
thy Friend Sir Jobu Dalrymple, procured the
following Letter, with a Specimen of Mr He-
ron's Cythifus 3 1 fhall remark further, that it
is by no means a Trefoil, nor do I think it
a Colutea, but rather of the Broom-kind, and
Sir Fobn himfelf thinks it is no Cythifis ; what-
ever it be, if it be no Cythifus, it may be an ufe-
ful Plant; and as it profpers well, and will
endure any Weather fo far Northward, may
well deferve the Care and Attention of all indu-
ftrious Hufbandmen.

Bargaly,

S LR, | Kebog. 1731
Was favoured with your’s swhich was very acce-
ptable, and would moft willingly entertain a Cor-

refpondence with any Gentleman of your Tafte and
Capacity.  As for the Plant you write of 3 I have
often regretted that any thing fo ufeful to Mankind,
JShould be fo much negleéied. I bave for many Years
all the Shrubs I could have accefs to, that will [ubfist
in the open Air, in our Britith Climate. And fince
I have read of the Cytifus to be of fo great Advan-
tage in many refpeéts, I was at fome pains to pene-
trate into the Qualities of [fuch Shrubs, as I could
comprebend would come nearest the Nature of that
Plant, and find that the Small Sena, commonly cal-
led the Baftard Sena, anfiwers in every particular
nore than any other we bave, or at least that I have
Jeen.  In the fir(t place, in 1he Tafte of the Leaf and
Shot, it is full as fweet as the red Dutch Clover
or St Foyne. 2dly. It grows not in beight above a
Yard, or [omething more, when it is not difturbed in
#'s Growth, 3dly. 1t is a quick Runner and great

Increafer,
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Jucreafer, and is most acceptable in the Summer time
t0 all forts of cattle, even Hares and Rabbets feed
upon it with much Greedinefs, 4thly, It flowers
dwice or thrice a year, and bath been in flower with
me all this Winter. 5thly. *Tis a Plant that takes
in moft foils, but beft in the drieft, I bave not
made trial of it in Clayey Grounds, but in hazel and
loamy Eartbs exceedingly. An Acre of Ground will
be over-run with it in three Years. The fmall fuck-
ers planted at three Foot diftance, will mow thrice a
Xear, when once fully thickened, and it muft not be
Jufferedto grow in beight above a foot or fixteen Inches,
and takes very weli in Land that three Crops of Grain
bave been Iaén off before. I bave only made trial
of it thefe four or five Years pafty and am perfwaded
that it will anfwer all the Qualities of that Plant Ga-
len deferibes, and I am apt to beligve, that a Plat
of Ground, right planted and managed, may conti-
ae without Removal JSixty Years ; for whenever the
Suckers inereafe, they choak up all our Weeds or Grafs
by fbading the Ground fo much, and when fuffer’d
to flower in Gardens without being cut, is abeautiful
Plant upon Walls or mix’d in Hedge-Rows 3 and
when it is fuffered to run to feed, it bath cods like
the fmall Vetch, or fhrub Trefoll, which may be
taken for Increafe. I have [ent you a top or two of
it, berein inclofed, with frefb Leaves upon ity Jfo
that I apprebend this Plant in Italy, or thofe bot
Countries, does not lofe the leaf all the Wiuter. This
25 all I bave bitherto bad Experience of concerning if,
and 1 wifh that fuch as bave a Love for their Coun-
irymay be at more pains to improve [o ufeful a Plant
as it may prove to be if rightly managed. Iam with
all due Repeit, upon all Occafions,
S-<I: Rg¥re

Your moft Humble Servant,

A. HERON.
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LUCERNE;

Tending to demonfirate, that the Reafon of
it’s not taking Effect in fome few Places, has
been owing to the Unfkilfulnefs or Negleé of
thofe who have undertaken to manage it.

wzOME Thoufands of the Pama
¥ phlet fome time fince publifh’d
by me for the Improvement of
{ Land by Grafs-Seeds, Burnt
\ 72 u Clay, Je. being fold, and pro-
24}/, bably may never be reprinted;

=RSIS ] thought proper, for the bene-
fit of thofe who have bought it, to add fome
Obfervations which have occurr’d to myfelf and
others, on thofe Subjects; both which Improve-
ments, tho’ they have mifcarried in fome places,

yet the Accounts which I have received, will
I fully
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fully demonftrate, that it has been owing to un-

fkilful Management.

It is very certain the /g Lucerne is one of the
beft Grafs-Seeds that grows, for Horfes efpecial-

ly, from whence fome Authors call it Trifolium

Caballinum, Horfe Trefoil ; others affirm, that
Horfes, or other Cattle fed with it in any Sick-
nefs, will recover and grow fat in a fhort Time.
And if mixt with 2 good quantity of common
Hay, is not {urfeiting, nor does it blow up Hor-
fes like Clover; whence fome affirm, that even
running Horfes may eat it to Advantage.

Among many Accounts, I fhall produce the
following being the Subftance of two Letters
from an eminent Clothier of Warminfter in Wilts,

at that time a Stranger to me,

Warminfter,
SIR, Nov. 30. 1730.
EFORE I bad feen your Treatife which di-
| ) rels the Method of raifing Iralian Brocoli,
Cardoon, &e. and in the fecond Chapter treals of
la Lucerne, and other Seeds for the Improvement
of Land, I bad fown a fmall Quantity of the Lu-
cerne, which I bad from a Neighbour, who bad
fown fome of it before but without Succefs. But
mine bas fucceeded [o well, that I am determin’d to
fow more, and to encourage the Propagation of it s
farther than that, I have recommended it to
Friends, feveral of whom intend to make Trial of
i,

As to what I fow*d, Idoubt not but you'll be plea-
Jed with knowing the Methods I took, and the fort
of Land I fow’d it in, which is a deep blackifb (andy
Mold, which bas been either gardened or ﬁwncmlrb

ori,

|

|
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Corn, beyond .the Memory of any one now living 5
what 1 fow’d the firft Year was about 12 Pole, bes
ing but a little, I dug and then trod it, and fow’d the
Seed, it was the latter end of April, and the Seafon
being warm and moift it came up in three or four
Days and grew very faft ; but my Ground being ve-
ry fubjeit to Weeds, I bad it weeded whilst young, 1
mow’d it three times, the firft Year y and the fecond,
which was last Summer, three times, and bad a good
Feed after it,

Last Spring I fow’d the adjoining Ridge, but the
Seed being old, viz. the third Year after my Friend
bought it, it came up flow and more [paring; how-
ever I cut it twice, and it promifes a good Crop ano-
ther Year,

Tbe fecond Crop of the fecond Year was cut about
Midfummer ; and I guefs the two first Crops were
in proportion to near four Ton on an Acre; when
made into Hay, but the two last were but light
Horfes eat it greedily, but there is danger in giving
Cows too much 5 I let a finall Parcel of the fecond
Crop fland for feed, but after it was blown the Cods
feemed to fall off, fo I cut it.

I bave obferv’d one evil attending mine, which
as it may be netw to you 1 will relate 5 after the first
Crop arofe a fort of Weed, or rather an Excrefcence,
which taking its Rife from the ftalk, in the form of a
red [peck or firing, then winds itfelf round the ftalk,
and from it iffues divers other fmall firings of a red-
difb colour, and [preads fo thick as to cover the Grafs
and binder the Growth of it, if it be not taken away
in time, and wherever it winds itfelf round a ftalk it
certainly kills it, but does not always kill the whole
Root. I bave obferv’d it [o often that I am fatisficd
it takes no Root in the Earth, but is nourifbed iy

LN the
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the fialk, it is inuch liks Beg gar-Weed among Vetches 3
but as this may be peculiar to my Soil, others may not
Jind the fame.

T bope to [ee you fome time in the Spring, when I
Shall bave an opportunity of communicating to you
what other Obfervations I have made on this ufeful
Grafs.

Yours, &c,

Henry Wancey.,

The Obfervations that I fhall make on this
Letter are, firft concerning it’s failing under the
Management of this Gentleman’s Friend, tho’
the Seed was newer by a Year or two than when
he fow’d it, and is a full Anfwer to feveral Peo-
ple, who when their Crops fail, layall the Blame
on the Seed and the Man who fold it, calling
him perhaps Knave, and a great many other
Names very injurious, when the Fault has been
their own Mifmanagement, or that of fome ne-
gligent Servant to whom the Care of it was com-
mitted.

A fecond Obfervation I make is, the Produce
of Mr Warcey’s Lucernz, even the firt Year,
fo as to be mow’d three times; but the fe-
fecond Year is more wonderful flill, fuppofing
that he cut off but a Ton a time, each of the
laft Cuttings, thatis 6 Ton on an Acre in the
whole ; now as every Ton of Lucerne, when
made into Hay, may be moderately computed
at double the Value of that of common Hay,
the intrinfick Value of it, is as 12 to 3, or 40
15 becaufe it muft be very good Land indeed
in the Country (where it is not dung’d as they
do about London, or fuch as is growing on low

marfhy
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marfthy Land) that produces above three Ton
on an Acre; fo that it can’t be thought bad
Hufbandry in any Gentleman who, after burn-
baking, {Jc. converts fome part at leaft of his
Meadow-Lands, into Lucerne, efpecially if he
can but throw fome Water over it as foon as it
1s mow’d, Water being, efpecially in hot Wea-
ther, very effential to its growing apace; and
this is fo well underftood in the Fens about
Thorney, Spalding, and other Places in Lincoln and
Cambridge Shires, that they are now getting into
this Hufbandry, which muft certainly take effeét
if the Drill and Horfehough Ploughs fucceed ;
the firft of which will plant and cover the Seed
well, and the fecond will help to keep the Weeds
down whilft the Grafs is young and tender, and
in danger of being fpoil’d ; and though the
Rows fhould be three or four Feet afunder the
the Crop will fufficiently pay the Expence; and
the Reafon why I would advife the fowing of
Lucerne on burnbakt Land is, becaufe the burn-
ing kills all thofe Grafles or Weeds which would
otherwile injure it, and if the Land be a ftrong
deep Loam, the Owner may very well take two
or three Crops of Beans, Peafe, Indian and
common Wheat, or Barley, ¢¢. letting the laft
Crop be that of Turneps or Buck-Wheat, which
will make the Ground very mellow, and then
the Owner may lay it down with a Crop of Lu-
cerne fown in Drills without Corn ; but if the
Ground be naturally a foft deep fandy Land,
then it is beft to burn the Sward, and after
ftrewing the Afhes about, the Land may be
plow’d two or three times as you fee occafion,
and being made very fine, you may drill in the
Lucerne either with a Line and Hough, as Gar-
den Peafe are, or by the new-invented Drill-
Plough, which *tis fuppos’d will be by and by

more
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more common. The Reafon why I prefcribe
the fowing of Lucerne in Drills, without any
Corn with or before it, is, that Corn is apt to
draw the Lucerne {o tender, that fome hard Win-
ters kill it the firft Year, it being not fo-hardy
as Clover ; befides, the Recompence arifing
from the fowing of Lucerne 1s fo great, that no.
Farmer need be covetous of fowing it with
Corn; it may indeed with Juftice be faid, that
a little Corn may poffibly fcreen the Lucerne
from the violent Heats of the Summer, if any
thould happen ; yet thofe happen fo feldom,
the Wetnefs of all the Summers that have been
within thefe five or fix Yearsis fuch, thatthere

is. much more occafion to fear Cold than Heat 3
which is all I fhall add at prefent.

OF
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IMPROVEMENTS

Lately made by

Burning of Crav.

HE fame Reafons which induced me to
give an account of the Progrefs and
Succels 1n the Propagation of the Lu-

cerne, induce me to give the moft authentick
Account I can of that of Burning of Clay.

Some Gentlemen lately come from North Bri-
tain, aflure me that great Improvements have
been made there, efpecially on the Lands of
that Worthy Gentleman mentioned in the Com-
pendious Method, Part whereof were improved
by Dung, Part by Lime, and Part by Burn:
Clay ;5 and the Clay was by much the beft of all;
and the only Objection to it is, that it won’t an-
an{wer the Expence, and that there is no keeping
the Fire in,

The latter I would afk, how it is that the Fire
is kept in, in Clamps of Bricks, which are feen
to burn many Days fucceflively, only by mixing

of
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The fotegoing Letter gave e no fmall Un-
eafinefs, till I confidered that even in that Coun-
try, tho’ deftitute both of Wood and Water,
feveral Materials might, at the proper Seafon of
the Year, becollected to mix with the Clay be-
fore burning, as lohg Wheat-Stubble, of which
cvery Farer has a good deal, the rakings of
long rough Grafs and Leaves in Co&;aices,-,
Brambles, Briars, and other trathy ood,’
Fearh, Whins, or Furzes, fmall Baviny Fag-
gots, with which they burn their Lime and dry
their Malt in that Countty, which will do the Bu-
finefs ; but wherever there can be got any rea-
fonable Quantity of Peat, the Afhes of which
are a proper Improvement, or where there is
Slick, ‘or {mall Coal, to be had, the burning of
Clay will fucceed, as appears by the foliowing
Letters.

~ The Second is from my ingenious Friend
Mr Thomas Knowiton, - with whom I conftantly
advife concerning Improvements in Hufbandry
and Gardening, the Purport of whofe Letter
gelating to the CY THISUS and burning of
lay) take as follows. |
Lanefborough,
- My goad Friend, Dec. 18. 1730.
" Received both your Letters, and fhould bave an-
Jewered them much fooner but that I had not Jeen
or béard of My Cowell’s Book, but from your [olfs
1 have fince got it, but fhall fay nothing as o the ges
neral turn of the book, being unwilling 1o pafs Refle-
&ions on. any thing whith bas the leaft Tendency ts
Improvements, tho’ Icanby no means think thas the
Cythifus and Baftard Sena are the Jame Plants; 1
bave vonfulied many Autbors aboat it, but cannot

formt any Fudgment from them of that about which
K you
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1 can_ fay nothing of the effet which burnt Clay bas
had in this County, when laid on the Ground, that
Improvement being of fo late a date that it can’t be
yet difcovereds but the burning it goes on very fuc-
cefsfully, a Gentleman of my Acquaintance ﬁavi:;;
burnt a large quantity, for lefs than 8 d. a Loa ;
which is much cheaper than your computation was,
be mixes Slick (which 1 take to be the Duf? of Coal,
which is very plenty in the Welt and North Ridings
of Yorkthire) among bis Clay, and Jays be can burn
what Quantity he pleafes, provided the Weather be
fair that bis fervants can attend the Heap.

I hope to ke inTown foon, and may perbaps give
you a farther Account 5 in the mean time I gam

Your affured Friend, &5,
P. BoLp.
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With the Confequences which attend the
Good or Bad Management of them.

) /EEDS of all Sorts (and confe-
€7 _. : i ?ucntlg the Sellers thereof) are

o\ ubject to fo many Calamities and
o % In:ﬂ&?fii;wnces, both in éhe fa-
ko Lyl Vi h bu , and fow-
u&(ﬁﬁmﬁcadlgl and fome

natural) that my Reader will not, I humbl
hope, be difpleafed 1f I fet this Affair, as well
as I can, in the moft genuine Light, with fuch
Direétions as fhall be judged moft proper for
the avoiding thefe Misfortunes, as far at leaft as
human Forefight can prevent ; for whatever fome
Perfons may think it cannet but be a matter of
great Concern to every honeft Man that is con-
cern’d in the Seed or Nurfery Trade, to find
that by any Means (even tho’ it be not his
own
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own fault) either his Seeds or Trees mifcarry,
or prove naught, And in this Refpe&, if a
Man means well, he may juftly be engaged
n one of the moft unhappy, tho’ moft ufeful
Scenes of Life, and the Reafons which I give
for it are thefe which fallow. -

Firft, The Badnefs of fome Years is fuch, that
many {arts of Seeds do not ripen well, and then
the Sceds in the top Hufks, (as in many Grafs-
Seeds as well as thofe growing in the Garden)
are fmall, and not at their full Perfection, and
then the Seedfman is immediately blam’d, and
pe;*bhaps ftigmatiz’d with fuch names as he leaft

2FVES.

A fecond Reafon 13, that thofe whofe Bufinefs
it is to fave Seeds, ase not fo carcful as they
ought ; and if they are in their own Nature hot,
fuch as Onions, and the like, if put up into too
thick Heaps, they heat and the Vegetative Pro-
perty {oon fpoils, the’at the fame time the Seed
will look bright and well, and the Seedfman
comes m for his fhare of Reproach, tho’ this
evil cannot be forefeen till too late.

To the two Reafons before-going, may well
be added a third, and thar is, fome Seeds
which are imported from abroad, either by
the length of their Paflage, or the Perfidioui-
nefs of thofe who fell them, are fpoil’d and good
for nothing 3 and this often happens to private
Gentlemen, who have them from abroad for
their own ufe, as well as Traders; but even
here again the Seller, tho' he never faw the fi-
ving of them, nar is it poflible by the fight of
them, to know the good Seed from the bad,
either as to their goodnefs or their kinds, yet he
15 peremptorily blamed asa Knave ; andtho’ this
18 pot common to Perfons of Underftanding

- Judgmenr, yetit too often happens to the fifir

Trader,
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Trader, who certainly if he has any Regard for
himfelf, would wifh it were otherwife. And this
Complaint affects him in Seeds fav’d in his own
Country, if he be not by whilft it is doing.
A fourthReafon for the Mifcarriage of Crops,
both in Hufbandry and Gardening, is the Ne-
gligence or Unfkillfullnefs, of thofe to whofe Ma-
nagement thofe firft' Rudiments are committed ;
for either their Ground (if it be wet and ftiff )
is not well fallow’d and trench’d, or elfe the
Seed 1s fown at a wrong time, too foon or per-
haps too late ; and tho’, added to all, it is true
that the Spring Seafons of this Climate are fo
uncertain, that even the moft fagacious under-
ftanding Perfon may err in fome of thefe Ex-
treams, on which Account many very honeft

and laborious Gardeners and Farmers, about

the Neat Houfes, and in the Fields at and about
Vaux-Hall and Batterfea, notwithftanding all
their Care, are often obliged to crop their
Grounds three or four times ; yet when the like
Cafe happens to fome hot headed inconfiderate
Perfon, then the Seedfman muft come in for a
very large fhare of his Noife and Nonfenfe, tho’
not at all concern’d in the ill Effe&s thereof.

I wifh there was not too much Reafon to add
a fifth Caufe of the Unhappinefs that the Seedf-
men lie under, from the Unwillingnefs as well
as 1l Conduct of fome of thefe Hufbandmen
and Gardeners who are not in the Intereft of
thofe Seedfmen, and who indeed hate that their
Matfters fhould purchafetheir own Goods, becaufe
they think it an Intrufion into their Province, .
and perhaps may debar them of fome Perquifites
they propofe to themfelves. An Inftance of this
kind I remember happened the laft Summer;
when.a Servant in this way to a Gentlemen, not

imagining he fhould be detected in it, affured

his

e i, i o

e o o




An Account of SEED S, dre. 51

his Mafter that the Caulifiower Seed he had
from fuch a one was not good, when upon a
Perufal of the Account, that Perfon very lucki-
ly had not fold it the Gentleman, but was of the
Gardener’s own procuring. But it very often
hal}pens, that the good Seeds are either changed
or {poil’d, that the Odium may be caft on the
Seller, - o _

It will be impoffible, without great Circum-
fpection and Attention, in any Mafter to reme-
dy all thefe Inconveniencics, fome of them he
may, by bringing his Ground into good
Tillage, by Winter fallowing, trenching, &e.
and becaufe moft Grounds which are ftiffith,
firong, and rich, are fubjeét to Weeds, Worms,
Grubs, Snails, and other Vermin, many of
which are imperceptible without the help of a
Mifcrofcope ; it would be well for him to drefs
his Land with Lime, Soot, or any other Ma-
nure of a hot biting Quality, before he fows his
Seeds, about fome! two or three Months, for
~ thac will deftroy thofe infectious Animals that
fpoil the {prouting tender Seeds, and make the
Ground mellow ; and the Reafon for the fow-
ing of thefe things fo long before is, that the
Fire thereof may be fo abated as that it may not
burn up the tender fprouting Seeds: But if it be
Ground wherein Artichoaks, Afparagus, Beans,
Peale, or Kitchen Seeds and Fruit-Trees are
planted or fown, then you may defer the laying
any of thefe Manures upon them, *till they are
jult coming up; but then that muft be done
with Judgment, for I have known fome young
unrooted Fruit-Trees burnt .up with them, and
thofe Helps, except it be to Vines, and other
things which draw up vaft Quantities of Nou-
rifhment, ought to be chiefly to old decaying

% =]
Trees,
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T'rees, and not to thofe which are in Youth and
Vigour. ‘

If rainy Weather thould not immediately fol-
low after the fowing of finall Seeds, Efgtcially
in the Garden, the Ufe of the Water-Cart, or
Water-Barrow and Pot, is to be recommended,
otherwile all thofe Seeds which lie near the top
of the Ground will fPrnut out by the mighty
Dews, and be deftroy’d by the drying parching
Winds of the enfuihg Day, tho’at that time not
vifible to common Obfervation ; and here che
Seller alfo lies under the lafh.

To conclude, tho’ I can’t take upon me to
juttify all who follow the Employment T have
been mentioning, or fay chat fome of them do
not knowingly and willfully fell thofe Commo-
dities that they are fure will not grow; yet I
can folemnly declare, that I never dire&tly not
indireCtly us’d that Praftice, i.e. in the buying
and felling that which I cerrainly knew was not
good; on which Account I have loft the raking
of {feveral Sums of Money. Nor am I ever fan-
guine enough to vindicate the beft things, on
the contrary, wherever I have had the leaft oc-
cafion of diftrufting the Goodnefs of the Com-
modities. I have told Gentlemen, and have
publifh’d Advertifements of it, asfoon as I have
made difcovery of it.  And the Encouragement,
which T have met with, even beyond Expectation,
in my prefent Employment is fuch, that I can’t
finifh this Introduction without réturning Thanks
for it, with a Promife that for the furure it fhalf
be my endeavour to deferve the favour of my
Kind Correfpondents. :

A CAT A




CATALOGUE

OF*

Seeds, Fruit and Foreft Trees, Shrubs,
Flowers, &c, Sold by S. SWi1TZER, at
the Flower-Pot, over-againft the Court
of Common-Pleas 7z Weltminfter Hall 5
or at his Garden on Millbank, Weftmin-
fter ; with the Seafons of Sowing and
Planting, &c.

Gl S S L
P E A8 E.

HOTSPUR, beginning or middle of

B October and February ;3 and for the
laft Crops, the middle of May

Effex Roadings, for a general Crop, the firft
fown in February, the laft the middle or later
end of May

Dwarf Edgers, once a Month, from February
to the middle or latter end of May

Sickle, in March, or the beginning of April

Spanith Mulatto, ditto

Marrowfat, ditto

Rounceval and Dutch Admiral, ditto

Blue Union Rounceval, ditto

L Crown

- = . ——






A Catalogue of SEEDS, ¢»c. 5

CiEALSS 11,

Efculent and Bulbous Roots and Seeds for the Olitory,
or Kitchen-Garden.

ONIONS

Strafburgh, the hardieft and longeft Keeper of
all, by Seed fown in March or April, or Mi-
chaelmas for Spring ufe.

Welth Onion, a kind of large Cive or Scallions
for Winter and Spring Ufe, being very har-
dy ; but rank and ftrong ; Michaelmas

Spanifh, a fine fweet Onion, but not a ve
hardy long-keeping one 3 in March or April

Portugal, ditto '

N. B. The Seed from abroad is beft, but re-
quires the belt Soil; and will degenerate.

L E EKS.

London and French, little different from each
other, in March or April

G- R.0 9 S

Orange and Red, the firft much to be preferr’d,
by Seed fown in March or the beginning of
April ; and for early in the Spring, abourt
Michaelmas

Parfnip, in March or April

Early white Duatch Turnep, in April or May

Bohemia, Hackney, or Red ditto, in July or
Auguft -

Yellow ditto from Germany, ditto

Navew, or long French Turnep, in April or
May, July, Auguft, &,

1.'2 Scor-
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Bazil, Portugal, or Bufh, for Pots, ondecay’d
Hot-Beds, in April -

Bazil, broad, for high Sauces, on old Hot-Beds,
ditto

Rofemary, by Seed or Slips fet in April

Lavender, ditto

Mint, feveral kinds, by Slips, in April
N, B. The Pepper-Mint 15 well worth propa-

gating

Carduns Benediftus, an excellent Emetick, by
Seed, in March or April

Scurvy-grafs, ditto

Angelico, ditto

~ Lovage, ditto

Dill, ditto

Carraway, ditto

Fennel, Englith, ditto

Finochi, or Italian Fennel, ditto

Anife, ditto

Coriander, ditto

Poppy, ditto

Plantain, ditto

Feenugreek, ditto

Elecampane, by parting the Roots or Seed, ditto

Pionie, ditto

L bk 818 01V
Raw Salad Seeds and Plants.

Radifh, London or fhort topt, the Roots to be
eat young ; by Seed fown, firlt, under warm
Walls, or onold Hot-Beds, the beginning of
February 5 {econdly, in March, in the open
Ground ; in Auguit for a late, and in Septem-
ber for a Winter Crop :

Radifh,
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Cerefoil, or Chervil, ditto

Roman Mulftard, ditto

Rape, ditto

Tarragon, a fine fpicey Fruit, plant by Slips or
parted Roots in April

Purflane, Golden and Green, chiefly in April,
June or September, but is often fown under

Glafles to cut in the fmall Leaves all the
Winter

C AR SES <V,
Greens for boiling.

Spinage, round, the beft for Summer, from Seed
fown in March or April, and July and Auguft
Spinage, Prickly or narrow leaved, the hardieft
for Winter, by Seed fown the later end of
Auguft and the beginning of September
Beet, Red, for pickling, March or April
White, to boil in the Spring, &.
Afparagus, Bartterfea, Gravefend and Dutch,
by Seed or Roots, fown or planted in March
or April ; the firlt the cheapeft, the laft the
quickeft way
Artichoaks, from the French Artichizux, the
~ red Roman the largeft and fineft, but the
Crown or Green the fweeteft and higheft
Tafte, rais’d by Slips, fet in March or April
Colly, or, being a Compound of Caulis and
Flora, rather Cauliflower, the two main Crops
to be fown in July, Avguft and February,
and fome few to come in late in May and
June

Cabbage,
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CLASS Vi

Plants to be whitened, or blanch’d, and fo cut in
Soupes or Sallads.

Sallery, or (from the Turkifh Word Celeriacy
from which Country it chiefly comes) rather
Celeri or Celery 5 "the common fort to be
fown on declining Hot-Beds, in Janua-
ry, February or March, to come in one afs
ter another for Soupes or raw Sallads

Celeriac, or Dwarf Turkey Celery, very good,
and not fo apt to pipe as common ; being dwarf-
ifh, it has a Club Root, very good in Soupes,
‘but not fa large to ftew, as

Celery, Tralian, which is very brittle and good,
to be fown as the other Celerys are

Alifander, . or. Macedonian Parfley, is to be
fown in April or May, and"wﬂiténed in a
Hovel. See the fifth Edition of the Method

of raifing Brocoli, ». 18. |
Spanifh Cardoon, April or May ; See Compen-
dious Method of Raifing Brocoli, DT Ly
Finochi, or Italian “Fennel, may be fown ot
fet every Month in the Year, from February
or March to Oéober, which laft fowing, or
rather planting, may be in Farth' under z
Frame, or in a Green-Houfes there are two
_ Xkinds of it, that which comes from Venice is
~ thinner, but not fo trong as the Bologna,
which is a dwarf kind, but it is difficult to
raife the Venetian kind in England, at leaft
at prefent it appears fo. | |
Chervih when fown in July or Auguft on rich
~ Seily and fet out therein, makes an exceeding
good Sallad when whitened, as does Parfley,
tho’ not fo good as the former. .
| M CLASS
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CLASS VIIL

Bulbous and Fibrous ﬂ:afed Flowers.

Snuw-DmPs, double and fingle, of OIF-Sets
planted in October
Crocus, feveral kinds, ditto
Perfian Iris, ditto
Anemony, ditto, or by Seed fown as foon as
taken
N. B. Thefe may alfo be planted in February,
but then without much watering they will
not blow fo well, nor will they increafe
much.
Ranuncula, to be planted ordered as the Ane-
mony, and fo increas’d
Tulips, fometimes by Seed, but generally by
Off-Sets, Planted out in October
Junquils, at the fame time and manner
Narciffus, feveral kinds, ditto
Hyacinths, ditto
Bulbous Iris, ditto
Lillies, plain and ftriped, dittﬂ
Cyclamen, or Sow-Bread, by Seed, e in
March
Crown Im nals, ftriped and plain, by Off-Sets
in Octobe
Guernfey Lllhes, by Roots brought from that
Ifland, planted in April
Tubemfes, by Roots brought every Year from
Italy, planted in February and March
Polyanthos, Primrofes, and Auricula’s, by Seed
or Off-Sets, in April
Violets and Daifies, double and fingle, by partu
ing, in April
Hepatica’s, increas’d by Roots, ditto

M 2 Cam-
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one of the prettieft of all the Annuals that
grow without trouble

French Honeyfuckle, by feed fown in March
or April

‘Venus Navelwort, ditto

Chryfanthemum, or Corn Marygold, ditto

Rofe Campion, ditto

Noli me tangere, ditto

Valerian, two or three kinds, ditto

Flos Adonis, ditto

Canterbury Bells, (a Campanula) ditto

Poppy, large and dwarf, or (Picotee) by Seed
as thofe before

Hollyhocks, ditto

Lobel’s Catchfly, ditto

Dwarf _Annua{ or Virginia Stock, in Lines or
Bunches, ditto

Lupines (large blue, fmall blue, fcarlet, white,
yellow, and the Rofe kind) by Beans, fet
two or three in a Bunch, in March or April

Peafe, everlafting, fweetr fcented, as the for-
mer
N. B. All thefe are to be fown in Bunches or

Lines, and need no removing nor watering

Stockjulyflowers, white Brompton orred, Twic.
kenham or purple, large Annual, or ten

~ Weeks Stock, a curious late blowing Stock

The ftriped Stock, €. in April
N. B. Some of thefe blow but little till the fe-
cond Year,

Wallflowers, yellow and bloody, by Seed fown
as in the Ia[?
N. B. The double kind is generally propaga-

ted by Slips and Layers

, CL ASS
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i, tA S8 XIR

Foreft Seeds, Setts, &ec. for Avenues and large
Plantations.

Oaks, (the Englifh, Norway, Evergreen, Scars
let, Bay,) by Acorns fown in February and
March

Afh, Sycamore, Maple, by Keys fown in March
or April
N. B. The Afh lyes in the Ground two Years,

Englith, Dutch, Witch, and all other Elms,
are chiefly rais’d from fmall Branches or Lay-
ers, laid down about Michaelmas
N. B. The Englith and Witch Elm Seeds grow

every Year in England, and are fometimes
rais’d from thence 5 but ’tis rare that the
Seed of the Englifh is good enough to pro-
duce Plants, at leaft it is difficult to raifa
them fo. The Witch indeed fucceeds much
better, and it isa good way to graft the
Englith thereon.

Beech, Hornbeam, are raif:d from Sead fown
in February, March or April 5 but the Seed
of the Beech fails very often, and the Horn-
beam is two Years coming up.

Firrs, (Silver, Norway or White Spruce, New
England or, Black Spruce, ) as alfo the Scotch
Firr, or Pine Pinafter, and large Pine, are
all rais’d by Seeds fown in March or April

Chefnuts, Spanifh and Horfe, Scarlet flowered,
rais’d of Nuts fown in February, March or
April

Platanus, Oriental and Occidental, chiefly of
Layers or fmall Boughs, laid down abour
Michaelmas or in the Spring _

Acacia, two kinds, propagated asthe former

: Cedars,
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To be planted as all other forts of Fruit Trees

fhould, in moft Soils, between Michael-
mas and Chr:lﬂ:mas. |

QUINCES

l."l

The Barbar}r good, but {mall
The Lyons, a large yellﬂw
The Brunfwick, a large white
The Portugal, cxccllently good, and preferabfe
to the reft
To be planted in watery moift Ground, near
or at the bottom of 'the runing of a Stable-
yard; any time in the Winter.

MEDLARSE.

The common kind
Large Dutch
Dwarf
To be planted any time of the Wmtf:r Seas
fon in ftrongifh Land,

TN PRI N P ORI | : . e

CEASS XV

Stocks to raife Fruit Trees of all kinds any as alfs
-~ Sets far the Em!aﬁtra of Grounds, and the like,

o :ac.%.f ﬁrr Paafbﬁ and. Nfﬂaﬂﬂm

Almond
St Julian
Margaret
: Mu&lﬁ !
Norwich
To be fet out in Februaty, or fooner.
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