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INTRODUCTION.
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The Hiftory of the Child-bed Fever, deduced
Jrom the Symptoms, and from an Exa-
mination of the morbid Appearances af-
ter Death; together awith its Nature and
Caufe, as refulting from the preceding
}fgffﬁry. Page 31.
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Praétical Obfervations and Inferences arifing
from the Hiftory of the Difeafe, with the
Methods moft conducive to the Cure. p. 81.
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Of the Prophylactic Method, or Means which
contribute to prevent the Difeafe. p. 148.
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SECTION I

The Hiftory and Treatment of the Difeafe,
Surther illufirated by particular Cafes,
with Animadverfions and Remarks on the
whole. p. 161.
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Of the Nature and Caufe of uterine Heemor-

rhages, and their Treatment before and
after Delivery. p. 243-
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Of Conwulfions, and the Acute Difeafes moft
fatal to Women during the flate of Preg=
nancy. p. 319.
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PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS.

ON THE

CHILD-BED FEVER.

INTRODUCTI1O N,

F thofe Difeafes, which have been
E found moft dangerous and mortal in

their effects, ought principally to be
confidered by Phyficians, none will more
defervedly engage their attention than the
Child-bed Fever ; as there is not, perhaps,
any Malady to which the human body is
fubje&t, where powerful Remedies of
every kind have been tried with more di-
ligence and lefs fuccefs. But, furely,
this circumftance, difcouraging as it is,

will
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will not render them regardlefs of the
event, but rather increafe their folici-
tude, and induce them to try new me-
thods of cure, fince thofe hitherto adopt-

ed have generally failed.

Whilft I was preparing the following
Sheets for the Prefs, Dr. Hulme publithed
a Treatife on the fame {ubject, the 29th
of February 1772; and as fome points
of Do&rine are there laid down as new,
which I had repeatedly advanced, near
three years ago, in my Public Courfe of
Leftures on Midwifery, and the Difeafes
incident to Women; 1 cannot, without
injuftice to myfelf on this occafion, omit
the mention of the following circum-
ftances, viz.—That towards the end of
the year 1769, and about the beginning of
the year 1770, I attended feveral Patients
who laboured under the Child-bed Fever,
both in private Practice, and at the //¢/i-

winfler Lying-in Hofpital ; in con{equence
of
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of being phyfician to that charity ;—tHat
in the monthe of Yanuary and February,
the difeafe prevailed with uncommon vio-
lence, and was evidently epidemical in dif-
ferent parts of the town ; and as it proved
fatal to many, it was thought necefiary
to examine the feveral morbid appearances
after death, in hopes of throwing light
~on the cure; which was accordingly done
foon after.

As 1 gave Lefures on the Theory and
Praétice of Midwifery, 1 thought it my
duty to communicate whatever | knew on
that Subjed, to thofe Gentlemen who did
me the honor to attend as Pupils ; and
therefore, in confequence of {uch Obfer-
vations as the daily occurence of different
Cales, and the frequent infpetion of mor-
bid bodies afforded me at the Hyfpifal and
elfewhere, T took the liberty to advance
the following particulars ;—namely, that
the Omentun was the part principally af-

B fe&ted,
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feted, having generally found it either al-
moft totally confumed and melted down
into a thick curd-like Pus, or partially fup-
purated'und inflamed; and that this inflam-
mation had often overfpread the furface
of the Inteftines : A large quantity of pu-
rulent Whey-coloured Fluid was alfo
found in the cavity of the Abdomen and
Pelvis, mixed with {mall clots of Blood
and curd-like Matter.

I alfo laid it down, as my opinion, that
this Fever was not occafioned by a tranf=
lation or abforption of corrupted milk
from the breafts, or from any obftru&ion
of the putrid Lochia ; and alfo that it
was not owing to an luflammation of the
Uterns, or to any morbid affeGion of
that organ, as generally believed and af-
ferted by different Authors ; and theres
fore, that it ought to be referred to other
cavles, as a Difeafe of a peculiar nature,
and diftin¢t from all others.

At
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At the fame time, I took occafion to
mention an alteration of this article, in
my Syllabus gf'Lfﬂﬂrﬁ, having, in a for-
mer impreflion (with Hoffman) call-
ed it the Uterine Fever, but being after-
wards convinced that there was nothing
{trictly uterine in that complaint, in the
next impreffion, A. D. 1771, I gaveit the
name of the Acute Fever, peculiar to Wo-
men after delivery,

I alfo from experience, recommended
early and coprous Bleeding, with the anti-
phlogiftic method, in preference to every
thing elfe which I had feen tried in the
cure ;—and as a confirmation of thefe
facts, I appeal to the Gentlemen whofe |
names are {ubjoined, and who at-
tended and took notes at the feveral pub-
lic Courfes of my Letures, giveﬁ in the
three {ucceeding years of 1770, 1771, and
1772 ; in which, the feveral points of doc-

B2 : trin:{:
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trine already mentioned, were circumftan-
tially and repeatedly laid down. \

As I was not a little {olicitous for the
recovery of the Patients intrufted to my
care, I fpared no pains in giving my atten-
dance by every pofiible opportunity, and
alfo had the fatisfaction of meecting Dr.
James Ford, a Gentleman defervedly emi-
nent for his candor and fkill, and one of
the Phyficians of this Hofpital : But al-
tho’ we frequently confulted what was
beft to be done, and tried various methods
and medicines for their relief, our beft en-
deavours to that end, often proved inef-
fe@ual.,

It grieved me to find that fo many Wo-
men died of this deftru&ive Fever, but as
there was reafon to believe it was at firft
impﬁrfﬂé’tly underftood, I was ftill in hopes
that by time and obfervation, it might ad-
mit of more certainty in the cure, and be-
come lefs formidable : I therefore, made

it
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it a rule to commit to paper the feveral
Symptoms and Circumftances in the order
they occurred, and alfo, the daily and
hourly changes which happened at diffe-
rent periods of the Difeafe, as far as op-
portunity would allow me, either from my
own attendance on the fick, or the infor-
mation of the Matron or Nurfis in my ab-
fence : I noted down their degree of vio-
lence and time of duration, as exactly as
pofiible, and alfo, whether the Patient be-
came better or worfe, in confequence of
fuch particular {ymptoms as appeared
from time to time,

Thefe, the Reader may depend upon as
fo many faéls, or clinical minutes, which
I collie@ted as materials for a Hiftg-
ry of the Difeafe; and as for the De-
ductions or practical Inferences arifing
from them, they are fubmitted to the
judgment and candor of the medical Rea-
der, as matter of opinion, to be confirmed

or

- -.:\' 5;
o O -ﬁ}
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or correCted, as they may be found to core
refpond with obfervation and future ex-
perience.

‘The great variety of opinions which
prevail among f{peculative men, in what
relates to the Origin and Cure of Difeafes,
is a convincing proof of the weaknefs and
fallibility of the human mind :—The
fubje& of Phyfic is attended with fo ma-
ny difliculties, that we frequently deal in
probable conjeCtures rather than certain
truths ;—and this will always be the cafe
in every Science where {o little can be de-
cided by demonftration and a&Gual experi=
ment, and where the reft depends upon
the caprice of our reafnning faculties ;
which are fo infenfibly perverted, and as
it were led captive by the early prejudices
of education, and the reigning cuftoms
~of countries, that things thus feen through
different mediums, muft neceflarily ftrike
our fenfes very diﬁereﬁtly, tho’ in their

owWn
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own nature, they are uniformly the fame,

Refpecting the moft powerful Remedics,
as Opium, Mercury and the Bark, f{uch is
the oppofition of fentiments concerning
their ufe, that one would be almoft tempt-
ed to conclude there was no true ftandard,
no leading and unerring principles, by
which to determine, either the effect of
Medicines, or the nature and event of
Difeafes.

The Divifion of Difeafes into putrid and

inflammatory, has of late been productive

of as much diffention and cavil among
Pra@itioners, as the diftinétion of Whig
and Tory in the {yftem of politicks ; but
had they been lefs violent in contending
about mere words, and more diligent in
pointing out the true marks which con-
ftitate the difference in thofe two clafies
of Difeafes, they would have deferved bet-
ter of the Profeffion.

With fome, almoft every Diforder is

{un=
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fuppofed to be of the putrid kind; and
therefore, Cordials, the Bark, and other
antifeptics are direéted as the fovereign
Remedies, and he that thould venture to
diret Bleeding; would run the rifque of
being called an Executioner, rather than
a Phyfician. On the other hand; many in
our own country, but efpecially in France;
and the warmer climates, look upon moft
Difeafes as inflammatory, and fuppofe;
that nothing is {o requifite and effe@ual in
their Cure, as Bleeding, Evacuations, and
plentiful Dilution; and the methods re-
commended by the former, in the very
{fame fort of cafes, are deemed no better
than rank poifons. Where Men are thus en-
flaved by cuftom or a@tuated by blind zeal,
they oft;ﬁ err 1n violent extremes, and af-
fert their opinions with as much confidence
-as if there was not even a poflibility of
being miftaken ;—but, what is ftill worfe,
they fometimes refleét on one another in

terms



INTRODUCTIEQGN, 17

terms not a little illiberal and unjuftifia-
ble, to the difcredit of the Profeflion, and
the injury of each others reputation.

Which way are we to turn, where Rocks
are on one fide and Quick-f{ands on the
other ¢

Nothing has been fo great an obftacle
to the improvement of Science, as the
partiality, or obfequious regard, which
Men have been apt to pay to great autho-
rities ; for, whilft they difregard the tefti-
mony of their own fenfes, and weakly or
indolently affent to things as right on the
credit of others, they are feldom at much
trouble to examine whether they are real-
ly fo or not; and Errors early adopted, are
cither reluctantly corre&ed, or at laft,
take fuch a total poflfeflion of the mind,
that they become habitual and are retain-
ed ever after,

Much refpe& is certainly due to all
fuch Authers as have fet down with can-

G ER  [] -
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dor and truth, whatever they knew in the
Cure of Difeafes ; but very often, inftead
of plain matter of fa&, the Reader is pre-
fented with fuch a medley of reality and
fi¢tion, partly from books,—the Author’s
imagination, and the Difeafe itfelf ; that
when he has perufed the whole, he is as
much at a lofs as ever how to proceed in
Pra&tice.

Of.late, indeed, Medical Writers have
happily withdrawn themfelves from the
Fairy-land of Hypothefis and Conjecture,
and, inftead of deviating from the f{olid
path of Nature, as many of them had for-
merly done, now begin principally to de-
pend on Obfervation and Experience.

Thofe who mean to get ufeful know-
ledge, will therefore do well, to take their
Information from the living body, by
every opportunity of attending the fick ;
this will be going to the Fountain-head,

and reading, as it were, from the ample
Vos
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Volume of Nature itfelf ; where the true
ftate of the Difeafe will more clearly un-
fold itfelf to the diligent Obferver,—the
Effe& of Medicines will be better known,
and the Method of Cure, will, from
thence, become more certain and con-
fiftent.

In the Hiftory of a Difeafe, the feveral
Symptoms ought to be fet down with fim-
plicity and clearnefs, exatly as they pre-
fent themfelves, without any innovation,
conjefture, or falle colouring; which,
having nothing to do with reality, would
corrupt and adulterate the whole, and
render it a mere recital of Opinjons and
Surmifes, rather than a genuine defcrip-
tion of the Difeafe itfelf. A Diftinction
fhould always be made between fuch Symp-
toms as uniformly appear in the begin-
ning, and are, as it were, the immediate
offspring of the Difeafe, and thofe which
are only occafioned by the difference of

C2 Con-
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Conftitution, Age, orerrors in Diet ; The
firft are to be confidered as the true and
infeparable pathognomonic figns, which de-
note its Nature and Tendency, and from
which the indication of Cure is folely
to be taken; the laft, only as accidental
changes not to be regarded.

The ftate of the Air, together with the
Patient’s age and habit of body, fhould
be mentioned ; and the Effe& of Medi-
cines adminiftred at different times, whe-
ther good or bad, thould alfo be faithfully
and candidly {et down, and diftinguithed
from the Symptoms of the Difeafe, or
from the fimple efforts of Nature ; which,
happily for the Patient, will, fometimes;
furmount every obftacle to a Cure. |

An accurate examination of the aﬂ'e&ed
parts, after death, by leading to the feat of
the Difeale, will alfo tend to perfect its Hi-
ftory, and therefore, will aflift in throwing

light en the Cure ;—and this will always
be
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be moft neceflary in dangerous and un-
- common cafes, where powerful Medicines
had been tried in vain. By attending to
thofe morbid appearances, which have an
intimate relation to fuch Symptoms as
were imperfe&tly underftood, we proceed
from Effeéts to their Caufes, which could
never be done with fo much certainty by
the force of reafon only: For Inﬁanéc, 1t
did not appear obvious from the Symp-
toms of the Child-bed Fever, that the
Omentum, rather than the Uferus or Intef-
tines, was the part principally affected.

But altho’ the opening of bodies may
afford much Information, yet falfe Infe~

rences have often been made from them ;
for, all fuch morbid appearances, as there is
reafon to believe do not fubfift till long
after the invafion of the Difeafe, ought
to be looked upon as fo many Confe-
quences, and not the Caufes of it.

The feat of Difeafes is often apparent,

tho’
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tho’ their Caufes are generally too remote
for the Difcovery of the moft acute and
accurate Obferver; and notwithftanding
many changes are produced in the living
body, for which no adequate or fatisfacto-
ry reafon can be affigned, yet there are
fome certain appearances which almoft
uniformly fu;céfzd one another ;—for In-
ftance, Pain, from whatever caufe 1t may
arife, if violent, will produce Fever and
Inflammation, and thefe are often follow-
ed by fome falutary, critical evacuation; or
where that is wanting, by an abcefs or
gangrene, which falling on the vital parts,
will render the Difeafe incurable. This
" has often been the cafe in the Child-bed
Fever, and therefore, {fuch an unfavorable
_termination aqught, if poffible, to be pre-
vented by Evacuations and the adminiftra-
tion of {uch Medicines as tend to carry off
the caufe of the Difeafe by fome of the
naturdl fecretions,

Sydenbam
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Sydenbam has obferved, that the Fe-
ver which follows a fuppreflion of the
Lochia, fometimes changed its Type to
that which prevailed in the epidemical
feafon.

That Women, after Delivery, are more
difpofed to a Fever at one time than
another, according to the conftitution
of the air, cannot be doubted, confidering
its great influence on valitudinary ha-
bits, and on Difeafes in general; but par-
ticularly the Small Pox, and epidemical
Dyfentery, which not only become more
frequent, but alfo more fatal, as the Air
changes from a healthy to a malignant
ftate.

The great Plague in London, A. D.
1636, which lafted twelve years, was
more or lefs fatal at different times, viz.
in eight years, one with another, two
thoufand people died yearly, and never

lefs than eight hundred in one year ;
which
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which fhews that the contagion and its
mortal effects, depended as much upon the
ftate of the air as on the Difeafe itfelf.
This circumftance is ftill more clearly
proved by the great difproportion of deaths
in different weeks ;——the number in one
week increafing from one hundred and
eighteen, to nine hundred and twenty-fe-
ven in the next; and in another, de-
creafing from nine hundred and ninety-
three, to two hundred and fifty-eight ;
and from that number, then again in-

creafing, in the very next week, to eight
hundred and fifty-two*:

How Difeafes are produced or influ-
enced by the obvious qualities of the Air,
is difficult to determine, notwithftanding
all that has been faid on the Effe&s of
Heat and Cold, Moifture and Drynefs, or
the Winds blowing from particular quar-

ters at certain Seafons ; feeing, that ve-

Ty
* Vide, Grant on the Bills of Mortality.
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fy fudden changes of the weather, from
ene extreme to another, do frequently
happen; without producing any Difeafes
of the malignant or epidemical kind. In
like manner, a Defect in the natural Se+
cretions,—the violent paffions of the mind,
or Errors in Diet, do at one time occafion
a Fever and not at ariother; which evi-
dently thews that the firlt caufe of Difeafes,
whatever it is;, alls more or lels power-
fully, asthe natural Temperament of the
Body concurs to increafe or diminifth its
E.ffeéts. ,

In the year 1746, during the Winter
Seafon, a Difeafe of the epidemical kind
was obferved to prevail with great vio-
lence among Lying-in Women®. It be-
gan with a Digrrbea, and was followed
by pains in the Abdomen; the Lochia
did not appear at their due time, and the
Belly became hard, tenfe and painful ;

D the

® Acad des Sciences I'an 1746, in 4° Mém. pag. 160,
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the Head was alfo affected with Pain, and
fometimes a Cough attended: About
the third or fourth day after Delivery, the
Breafls, which ufed at that time to fill
with Milk, became flaccid, and the fifth
or feventh day the Patient frequently died.
Poor Women who where Delivered in
Hofpitals, were obferved to be the moift’
fubiec to this Dileafe, and in the Month
of February it became {o extremely dan-
verous and epidemical that {carcely one 1t

twenty efcaped it. .
When the Bodies of the deceafed were
opened (coagulum laélis) was found adhe-
ring to the exterior furface of the Intel-
tines, and (Serum lacleum) in the Abdo-
men : In fome, the fame kind of Fluid
was colle@ed in the cavity of the Breaft.
The Stomack, Inteflines and Uterus, {feemed
to have undergone an Inflammation, and
~in many the Cvgria appeared difeafed and

fuppurated,

The
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The Difcafe i‘lﬂrﬁ mentioned, feems to
have been occafioned by a morbid af-
fection of the Userus, and therefore, may
be confidered as very different from that
about to be defcribed.

If the Deaths of Child-bed Women de-
pended upon the fame Caufes as thofe
which proved mortal in the Small-pox,
the Dyfentery and the reigning Fevers of
the feafon, as there is great reafon to fup-
pofe, it could never be fo truly known'as
by examining the Bills of Bortality, and
remarking how the deaths under the Ar-
ticle of Child-bed, kept pace with thofs
arifing from the above Difeafes. But thefe
bills are kept with fo little care and exact-
nefs, either in refpect to the Difeafes them-
{elves, or the numbers that are faid todie of
them, that it would be extremely difficult
to determine this matter ina fatisfactory
manner. The yearly bills'would by nomeans
be fufficient to do it, becaufz, altho’ a grea-

D2 ter
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ter than ufual number might die in the
epidemical feafon, yet, in the fubfequent
“months, which make up the year, and
which generally prove more healthy, the
proportion of deaths might chance to be
lefs ; which, upon the whole, taking one
year with another, would make but very
little difference.

To aflcertain this matter more exaétly,

I therefore regularly procured the week-
ly bills of mortality, during the whole
time that the Child-bed Fever prevailed ;
but on comparing the number of
Deaths < occafioned by it, with thofe
arifing from the Epidemics of the Seafon,
I could not find that correfpondence
which I expetted. However, the great
Difference in the number of Women who
died in the year 1770, compared with that
pf the preceding year 1769, or the fuble-
quent year 1771, {ufficiently prove that
this Fever was epidemical in the firlt;

ths
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the number of Deaths in the yearly Bills
of Mortality for the Cities of London and
Weflminfter, under this Article, being as
follows: From December the 13th, 1768,
to December the 12th, 1769, diedin Child-
bed, One hundred and Eighty-five. From
Decemberthe12th, 1769, to Decemberthe
11th, 1770, died, Two hundred and Se-
venty; and from December the 11th, 1770,
to December the 1oth, 1771, died, One
hundred and Seventy-two. So that in
the year 1770, compared with the other
two, the number of Deaths was very near
a third part more ; and as this increafe of
Number did not happen uniformly
throughout the year, but was chiefly
brought about in that half of it, which
commenced with December and ended
with May, ’tis {till the more evident, that
it could arife from no other Caufe than a

malignant Conftitution of the Air,
But altho’ it was proper and neceffary
o
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to mention the Bills of Mortality as a
Standard to which the Reader might be
referred ; yet, if I might be allowed to
form a conjecture of the Mortality of this
Difeafe, by what occurred to me, as well
as feveral others of the Profeflion, with
whom I converfed on this Subje@; I
fhould not have a doubt, but, at leaft,
half as many more Women died of it, ag
thofe fet down in the Bills of Mortality.

2 ECT,
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The Hiftory of the Child-bed Fever, deduced

from the Symptoms and from an Examina-

tion of the morbid Appearances after
Death ; - together awith its Nature and
Caufe, as refulting from the preceding
Hiffory.

g Sit appears that Women, after Deli-

very, are more fubject to a Fever
during a diftemperature of the Air, T
have, previous to the Hiftory of the Dif-
cafe, fubjoined a fhort account of the
Weather ; with a view to fhew how far
the Symptoms might be increafed or aba-
ted by its influence, during thofc Months
in which it was found to be moft
epidemical.
Air is {o effential to the Exiftence.of all
Animals, that the want of it only for a
few Minutes is deftru&tive to Lifﬂ and as

it aéts conﬂanﬂy on the furface of the Bo-
dy
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dy by its preﬁ'ure, and 1s contintally taken
into the Lungs by Refpiration ; it is no
wonder that the Health fhould be {o vari-
ofly affeted by it, as its Qualities are
changed and become more or lefs {alutary.
The Difeafes which are endemial in
particular Countries, depend principally
upon this Circumftance; but as human
Bodies are alfo often affeted by In-
temperance and the paffions of the Mind;
thofe acute Diftempers which fometimes
rage, for a time, with uncommon violence,
among brute Animals living in the open
fields, and in a ftate of Nature, are more
evident proofs of its powerful Influence.
The firft fhews that the Atmofphere
of particular places, is atall times more
or lefs unwholfome; the laft, that the
Atmofphere in general, may become fo for
a time, from a variety of natural Caufes,
which would fcarcely be known to exifl,

was it not for their Efe&s,
A
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A thort account of the Weather from
O&ober, 1769, to the End of May,
i77o0.

The Month of O&ober commenced
with fine clear Weather, the Wind in mo-
derate Breezes being chiefly at N. N. E.
From the gth to the 8th, it was bleak
and cold, with fome Rain. From the gth
to the 13th, the Days were clear and
frofty, with foggy Nights and Mornings ;
the Wind being firft Weiterly and after-
wards fhifting from W. to E. and then to
E. N. E. From thence to the 2;th,
moift and mild Weather, the Wind being
variable ; a day or two of Froft then fuc=
ceeded, and the Month ended with mif=
ling Rain and mild Weather, |

November began with mild Weather
and fome {mart Showers; till the 8th it
was warm, moift and gloomy, the
Wind being chiefly at S. S. W.; the
remainder of the Month was extremely

I va-

¥
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variable, the Nights being frofty and the
Days fometimes clear and bright, and at
other times over-caft with Clouds, at-
cended with mifling Rain, the Wind
thifting to all points of the Compafs, but
chiefly to W. §. W.

December commenced with frofty clear
Days and foggy Nights, the Wind being
variable ; to the 8th, the Weather 1 in ge-
neral was clear, but fometimes foggy
with mifling Rain, the Wind being then
chiefly at S. and E. 8. E. with continual
. tranfitions from one extreme to another,
viz. from a clear frofty Air to cloudy damp
Weather with mifling Rain, and towards
the end, Froft with Sleet and Snow ; the
Wind to the 22d being moftly at W.
and S. 5. W. and afterwards it blowed
from the N. to the N. N. W,

January began with moift Weather, and
a thick Atmofphere, till the 4th, on which
day there wasa Fall of Snow, the Wind be-

ing
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ing chiefly at W. N. W.and N. N. W.to
the 11th, {mart frofty Weather, with large
Quantities of Snow, the Wind at N. N. E.
and N. N. W.~From hence to the 17th,
it was fair and rainy,—bright and foggy by
turns ;—on the 18th a cold Froft began,
with a large fall of Snow, the Wind at
N, E.—from thence to the 28th, mild,
but variable,—the Wind being chiefly at
S. or W. S. W. with moift gloomy Wea-

ther, which concluded the Month.
February began with fine Weather,
which continued to the 6th, the Wind
chiefly at 5. W.—from thence to the 8th,
Showers of Rain and Snow, with a Froft,
and the Wind at N.—to the 177th, change-
able moift Weather, the Winds chiefly
at S. or S. W, On the ;8th, alternate
“Showers of Hail, Snow and Rain ;—from
thence to the 22d, variable; tothe 2sth,
cold and bleak, with Froft and fome
Snow ; the Wind being Stationary at
E g N.
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N. N. E. to the Epd, the Weather
was cold, moift and cloudy, and the
Wind chiefly at . W. and S.

March commenced with moilt hazy
Weather, and a2 mild Temperature of the
Air, with gleams of Sun-fhine, which con-
tinued to the 7th ; the Wind continually
fhifting ;—to the 14th, it was cold
and gloomy, with confiderable quanti-
tics of Rain, the Wind chiefly at N. E,
from thence to the 29th, Sharp Froft, with
fevere cold Winds, and alternately, large
Falls of Snow and Showers of Slect and
Jail ; the Wind chiefly at E. Ny E.
this Month ended with a Thaw and f;:::m_a
Rain, the Wind then blowing from the
South,

April began with Rainy Weather,
and heavy Showers of Hail and Sleet, the
Wind chiefly at W. and W. §. W, from
the 8th ta the 14th,~—cold, bleak, wet
Weather, with more Snow and Hail, the

Wind
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Wind being Stationary at N. N. E,
from thence to the 2o0th, fine Weather,
but fhowery; the Wind at W. and
W. S. W.—this Month concluded with
fevere wet Weather.

May commenced with exceflive cold
rainy Weather and frequent Showers of
Snow and Hail, the Wind at N. N. E.
and N. N, W,.—from the 4th to the 8th,
it changed to the S. and W. 5. W, with
cold heavy Rains ;—from thence to the
16th, the Weather in general was fine,
with {ome thunder Showers ;—to the
2sth, cold, unfettled Weather, and to-
wards the End of the Month, it was moift
and hazy, the Wind being at E. N. E,

Hippocrates obferves, that a mild rainy
Winter fucceeded by northerly Winds
in the Spring, was dangerous to Pregnant
Women*,—Agreeable to this Obfervation,
in the winter Months, when the Child-
ped Fever began, the Weather was ob-

ferved

® De Aere, Locls et Aquis,
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ferved to be remarkably mild and moitt,
with a warmer Temperature of the Air
than was natural to the Seafoﬁ; and this
was fucceeded by cold bleak Winds in the
Spring, which were very unfriendly both
to Animals and Vegetables.

About the 14th of March, 1770, a
fharp Froft commenced, with large Falls
of Snow and alternate Showers of Sleet
and Hail, the Wind being at North-Eaft :
This Weather, which was uncommonly
fevere, lafted till near the end of the
Month, at which time the malignant force
of the Child-bed Fever feemed toabate, for
altho’ feveral Women were afteted with it
at the Hofpital, foon after that time, only
two of them died, namely, Aun Simms,
who was feized with it before the Froft
began, and Arn Deufe, who died the 2gth
of the fame Month, juft at the commence-
ment of the Thaw.—The attack of the
Cold Fit was lefs violent, and the fubfe-

quent febrile Symptoms much more mild
and
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and favorable. The Pulfe was neither {o
quick or fo weak, nor was the Sicknefs
and Vomitting fo great ; and inftead of
being followed as ufual, with pains in the
Bowels and griping bilious Stocls, the
Diarrh®a was moderate,—the Pulfe rofe
in ftrength, and a warm f{weat broke out
all over the Body. Befides, the Secretion
of Milk was feldom interrupted, but con-
tinued plentiful ; which, in general, may
be looked upon as a favorable Sign; at
leaft, it thews that the violence of the
Difeafe, in fuch cafes, is not {o great as
to take it away.

The Hittory of a Difeafe will always
beft be known, where fo little has been
done by Art, that the operations of Na-
ture remain free and undifturbed :—I
fhall therefore defcribe the Acute Fever
peculiar to Women after Delivery, as it
appeared, when only aflilted by Medicines

of the fimpleft kind.
Whene
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Whenever the Quicknefs of the Pulf@
brought on by the Efforts of Labour; does
not foon go off after Delivery, it denotes |
fomething amifs in the Habit, which
may kindle up a Fever, and which is al-
ways found to be the more dangerous, the
fooner it invades the Patient.

The Child-bed Fever generally com-
menced about the Evening of the Second;
or beginning of the Third day after Deli-
very, with a Rsgor or Shivering Fit:
Sometimes it came on foon after Delivery,
and at other times, tho’ rarely, it has been
known to appear as late as the fifth or
fixth day.

In many Women, the attack was f{ud-
den, without any apparent Caufe or pre-
ceding Indifpofition, and was foon fol-
lowed by Head-ach, Reiltlefsnefs, great
Sicknefs at the Stomach, and bilious Vo-
mitings.

In fome there was a bitter Tafte in

the
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the Mouth, a Naufea and univerfal Lan-
gour ;—the Countenance at firft was pale,
and often much altered, with a lifelefs,
dim ftate of the Eyes, and an indolent
pain over their Orbits :—Thefe Symptoms
would fometimes foretell the approach of
the Difeafe, even before any Coldnefs or
Shivering was perceived ; but upon the
whole, they may be confidered as anoma-
Jous, for in general, the Shivering preced-
ed; and, allowing for the difference of Age
and Habit of Body, there are perhaps few
Difeafes where the Signs more regularly
fucceed each other, or where the morbid
appearances after Death, were found to be
more exactly the fame. -

Now and then, this Fever feemed to be
brought on by catching Cold, or Errors in
Diet, but much oftener by Auxzety of
Mind 3 and thérefore, Women of delicate
Conftitutions, who are very fufceptible and
continually agitated by Hopes and Fears,

F are,
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are, of all others, the moft {ubje& to it,
and recover with the greateft difficulty ;—
confequently, unmarried Women, for ob-
vious reafons, were very apt to be feized
with it.

The degree of the Cold-Fit was very
different in different Women ;—in {ome
it would laft near an hour, and was fo
intenfely violent as to fhake the Body like
an Ague-fit ;—others were only affe@ed
with a kind of thrilling Senfation, or tem-
porary chillnefs on the Skin, which went
off very foon.

When the Fit lafted long and was vio-
lent, I obferved great Anxiety and Oppref-
fion at the Breaft, attended with a labori=
ous Refpiration, but without pain ;—the
Patient was often affected with deep Sigh-
ing and complained of great weight at
the Heart.

In thofe who were young and of a
firong Habit, altho’ the Rigor was vio=

lent,
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lent, its duration was fometimes fhort,
and when the Pulle rofe in firength and
fulnefs, and alfo became lefs frequent, it
was f{ucceeded by a better frate of the
Countenance, and the Oppreflion was foon
removed from the Przcordia, altho’ ne
Eruption appeared on the Breaft or Body,
as [ at firlt expected, till Experience taught
me otherwife.

In {uch Cﬁfes, which unfortunately oc-
curred but feldom, a univerfal glow was

diffufed over the wheole {urface of the Bo-
dy ; the Skin began to Jook more florid,

and a free Perfpiration came on with
manifelt relicf, altho’ it was not always
lafting.
On the contrary, thefe who were flight-
- ly attacked in the beginning, often had a
return of the febrile Acceflion, and were
alternately hot and cold throughout the
day, efpecially if the Pulfe did not rife,
but continued quick and weak.—In fuch
F2 the
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the Fever did not feem to run high;—the
Tongue being very little altered from its
natural f{late, nay, fometimes it was
even moift and foft, and the Thirft very
inconfiderable, yet, in the end, they did
not efcape much better than others where
it was more violent,

Thofe of lax Fibres and of an irritable,
byfterical Habit, would ofteneft be thus
affeCted ; or where the Conftitution was
much weakened by Anxiety of Mind, or a
preceding bad ftate of Health,

Sometimes the Thir{t was great, tho’ the
Tongue had generally a better appearance
in the beginning, than is common in other
Fevers ; for it was feldom ever black or
very foul ; but as the Difeafe advanced,
became white and dry, with an increafe
of Thirft, and at laft was har(h and of a
brownifl) colour towards the root, where it
was coated with a {fmall quantity of infpif~
fated, yellowith Mucus.

That
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That Perfpiration which was falutary,
overfpread the whole Body, and was at-
tended with a moifture of the Tongue
and Fauces, and alfo with an abatement
of the Thirft, Sicknefs, and Head-ach ;—
but on the contrary, where the Sweats
were confined to the Breaft, Neck, and
Face, tho’ they often continued to the laft,
I never obferved the leaft mitigation of
the Symptoms ;—fuch partial Sweats being
the very effeét of weaknefs and febrile
Anxiety,

So great and fudden was the lofs of
firength, that very few of the Patignts were
able to turn in Bed without affiftance, even
fo early as the firft or fecond day after the
attack ; and moft of them continued help-
lefs throughout the whole progrefs of the
Difeafe.

In the Cold Fit the Pulfe was quick and
fmall, and the pulfations fo feeble and in-
diftinct, that fometimes 1 was hardly able

to
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to number them exactly :—When the hot
Fit came on, tho’ it was then more full
and diftin&, it ftill remained quick, but
was f{eldom hard or firong, except in a few
inflances, where the Patient was young
and plethoric :—In general, it would beat
from minety to a kbundred and thirty-feven
Strokes in a Minute, varying by turns in
firength and frequency from the loweft to
the higheft of thefe numbers, and vice ver{a,
in proportion to the ftrength or weaknefs of
the habit, and violence of the attack.—An
excefs or defect of the natural Secretions,—
the ftate of the Mind, with many other ac-
cidental caufes, will be found to produce a
great alteration in the Pulfe, both in refpect
to its quicknefs and ftrength.

The {ympathy between the Head and
Stomach is fo great, that it 1s fometimes
difficult to diftinguifh which of them 1§
the firft affe@ed ; but in this Difeafe, the
Head-ach generaliy Preccded the Sick-

nefs
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nefs at the Stomach ;—where the lat was
great, the Patient vomited fpontancoufly,
otherwife, the Naufea continued till the
Purging began, and then ufually ceafed :
The laft was always moft violent when
nothing had previoufly been rejected by
Vomit.

~ Itis here neceflary, to diftinguifh this
febrile Head-ach, from that which very
commonly happens at the coming of the
Milk, when the Body is coftive ;—the
firft, may be relieved by a gentle Eme-
tic, the laft, may be effeCtually taken
away by a Cathartic Clyfter and Lax-
~ atives.

The firft attack of this Fever is fome-
times {o violent, that in many refpeéts, it
refembles the Cholera Morbus ,—for, the
Pain, Sicknefs, and burning heat in the
Stomach and Bowels, are almoft the fame,
and the Bile, in great profufion, is dif-

charged
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charged upwards and downwards; tho’ id
the firft, the Pulfe is more quick and weak.

The Fluid rejected by the Stomach, was
yellow and roapy, and feemed to be a mix-
ture of Bile with a large quantity of gafs
trick Mucus ; fometimes it was green and
poraceous, but when the vomiting conti-
nued till the advanced ftate of the Difeafe,
or returned towards the end, it was then
watery and of a blackifb colour.

The ficknefs at the Stomach, was alwﬁys
much relieved by the Vomiting, but as
foon as that abated, a viclent Purging
came on, with fevere gripings and pain in
the Bowels. f

The Vomiting attending this Fever,
fhould always be diftinguifhed from that
which often accompanies a quick Labour,
from the violent efforts of the Uterus;
the firft, is not bilious, and foon goes off
after Delivery, without any bad confe-

quence or {ubfequent Fever.

The
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At the beginning of the Diarrha, the
Stools were yellow, frothy, and mixed
with Mucus ;—{ometimes they were
greenith, but towards the end of the Dif-
eafe, at which time they often became
involuntary, they were blackith, fetid,
and more dilute, refembling the color of
Mofs Water.

I never faw this Fever appear with any
degree of violence, but it was always at-
tended with an obftinate Diarrh®a ; ma-
ny of the Patients had eight or ten Eva-
cuations in fix or eight hours, which
were followed by fhort Intervals of Eafe;
but neither the quicknefs of the Pulfe, the
Thirft, nor any of the febrile Symptoms,
were in the leaft abated by the Difcharge;
altho’ it was {o frequent and profufe.

In fhort, the Diarrhea was evidently
fymptomatic, and only procured a Re-
{pite from the pain by evacuating the of-
fending Bile: It depended fo very much

G up=
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upon the Fever, that when ever it obfti~
nately continued, the Diarrhza remained
unconquerable, and even altho’ that {eem-
cd to abate for a time, as in the Cafe
of fuliana Thompfon, it often came on with
violence, and fo continued till the Pati~
ent’s Death, whenever there was a return
of the febrile Acccfiion.

Here, the Diarrh®afeemed plainly toarife
from the Effe& of the Fever, which increas
fes the Irritability of all the Abdominal
Vifcera, and renders them more liable to
pain and Inflammation. The immode-
rate Secrction of Bile, was alfo ma-
nifeftly the effect, and not the caufe of
the Fever, which by its Acrimony and
Redundance increafed the Purging, by fti-
mulating the Inteflines to expell their
Contents. On the contrary, when the
Pulfe abated in frequency, and the In-
flammatory Symptoms fubfided, the purg-

ing was proportionally lefs, and even
when
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when it continued longer than ufual, it
was not then attended with the fame
lofs of ftrength, but appeared fimply colli-
quative.

About the fecond day after the Cold
Fit, they complained much of a pain at
the Pit of the Stomach, darting down to-
wards the Navel, and fometimes from
thence to the fhort Ribs and Sides ;
Now and then, as the Difeafe advanced,
fome of the Patients had an acute pain
under the Shoulder-Blade, which ftruck
obliquely downwards and forwards, from
the Thorax to the Stomach ; thefe pains
were always the more violent and in-
tolerable during Infpiration, which be-
came interrupted and defultory, or, in
other words, they breathed with difli-
culty and as it were by Jirks. Some
had a Cough, which generally was
moft troublefome in the decline of the
Difeafe,

G 32 In
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In feveral, the Belly began to fwell
about the third or fourth day, from the
commencement of the Fever, and in fome
became extremely tenfe and prominent, as
in the Cale of Yuliana Thompfon and Mar-
garet Walker, both of whom died: When-
ever this Swelling came on whilit the
purging continued, and efpecially if it
clofely followed the pain, extending from
the Stomach to the Navel ;—as far as I
had an opportunity to obferve, it was
always a mortal Sign ; for not one of them
recovered who were thus affeed. ;

This Morbid Enlargement and Ten-
fion of the Abdomen f{fupervening the
pain at the Umbeclical Region, when
the Diarrhza continues the fame as be-
fore, fhould be diftinguifhed from that
accidental {welling of the Belly from the
confinement of Air in the Inteftines,
which fomctimes happened by a fud-
den Ceflation of the purging, and which

{oon
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foon went off without danger by the ufe
of Laxative Medjcines.

About this period of the Difeafe, the
Patient had a wild, diftrefled, eager
Countenance, and a trembling Hand;
a local deep Crimfon Color appeared in her
Cheeks,—her lips wereof a livid hue, and
her noftrils tenfe and expanded. When
thefe Symptoms prevailed, neither Art
nor Nature were {ufficient to procure re-
lief.

The Lochio from firlt to laft, were not
obftru&ed nor deficient in quantity, nei-
ther did the quality of this difcharge feem
to be in the leaft altered from its natural
ftate,—a prefumption that the Uterus was
not at all affeCted. — Of this Circumftance [
was convinced, by making a confidera-
ble Preflure above the Pubes with the
Hand, which did not occafien pain; but
when the fame degree of preflure was ap-
plied higher, between the Stomach and

uli}-
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umbelical Region, it became almoft into-
lerable.

It appears, therefore, that the Uferus
is not originally affe€ted, fo as to produce
this Fever, neither does it ufually {uffer
bv {fympathy, in proportion with the other
parts, as will be more evident hereafter.

The Secretion of Milk was generally
interrupted by the attack of the Cold Fit,
and {ometimes it was almoft taken away ;
at other times it continued in a moderate
degree for feveral days after, even till
within a tfhort time of the Patient’s
Peath. -

A flight Chillnefs ufually precedes the
coming of the Milk, which 1is often mif=-
taken for that morbid Shivering with
which this Fever commences, but with
a litde care, it will not be difli-
cult to diftinguifh the one from the
other; for, the firt happens before the
Miik is collected, and is ufuall}r follow-

ed
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ed by a plentiful flow of it ; but the laft,
generally comes on after a Secretion of
that fluid is begun, which not unfre-
quently afterwards carries it off. From
miftakes of this kind, I have fometimes
- been called in where there was no occa-
fion ; for when the Difeafe was rife, and
many died, the leaft appearance of it was
very alarming to Child-bed Women, and
thofe about them : Indesd; when a flighe
degree of this morbid Shivering comes on
exaCtly at the time of the Milk Fever, a
very good judge might then be miftaken,
but a due attention to the nature and
violence of the Symptoms which fpeedily
follow, will foon fet him right.

Now and then there was a little difli-
culty in making water, but this was mere-
ly an accidental Symptom, and not peculiar
to the Difeafe; for it often happens after
laborious Cafes, where the Neck of the
Bladder is flightly injured.

The
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The Urine was {maller in quantity than
ufual; and when cold, was generally red<
dith ahd h‘igh colored at the beginning of
the Difeafe, and often without the leaft
Separation of Sediment; but as it advan=
ced, there was fometimes a whitith Cloud
in it, which floated near the furface, and
when morte crude and denfe; funk to-
wards the Bottom. It was alfo now
and then of a muddy Whey-color;
with a whitith oily Pellicle on the Top;
and when it depofited a Sediment, 1t was
generally chalky and not lateritious. But
the appearance of the Urine was continu=
ally ?arfing; and afforded very little
Information in the Cure; for in fome
of thofe where there was even a co-
pious Sediment, tho’ the Bark was admis=
niltered, there was a return of the Fever
and the Patient died.

They had but very little Appetite for

Food, and no profound, natural Reft;
their
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their flumbers being difturbed by fre-
quent Moaning and Startings, and when
they waked they feem’d confufed and not
in the leaft refrefhed :—they generally
{lept with the Mouth half open, and
their Eyes were not altogether clofed.

A perfec Crifis feldom ever happened
in this Fever ;—it takes fo fevere a hold
of the Conftitution at its firft onfet, that
the vital powers feem to languifh and are
unable to produce that falutary Event:
Indeed, the Suppuration of the Omen=~
¢um, may be looked upon as a -critical
Abcefs, tho of the unfavorable kind;
for it feems to be an unfuccelsful En-
deavour of Nature to free herfclf from
the morbid Caufe, but, wanting f{uffici~
ent ftrength to throw it to the furface of
the Body, it falls upon the interior parts,
eflential to Life, and therefore unavoid-
ably becomes mortal.

H Seme-
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Sometimes there was a manifeft Re-
miflion in the Symptoms, butas that was
not attended with a univerfal Sweat, or
copious difcharge of turbid Urine, 1t was
feldom lafting : In fhort, where the Se-
cretions are only partially promoted, the
Crifis 1s imperfed, and the Patient is fub~
ject to a Relapfe.

Some of thofe who furvived, recovered
very flowly, and were affected with wan-
dering Pains and a paralytic Numbnefs of
the Limbs, like that of the Chronic Rheu-
matifin : —Some had critical Abcefles in
the Mufcular parts of the Body, which
were a long time in coming tofuppuration,
and when broke, difcharged a fanious
Ichor; asin the Cafe of Elizabeth Walters
Others were affected by a flow remitting
Fever, with great lofs of Strength and
dejection of Spirits; and feveral were fo
helplefs and enervated, that they had

‘ invol-
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involuntary ftools for a confiderable
time after the dangerous Symptoms were
Gver.

When the Difeafe proved mortal, tha
Patient generally died on the tenth or
eleventh day from the firft attack ;—the
longeft 1 have known any one to {furvive,
was Yuliana Thompfon, who lived fifteen
days ; and the fhorteft time of being cut
off, was in the Cafe of Harriot Trueman,
who lived only five days :—Moft of them
had the clear and diftin& ufe of their
fenfes to the laft, and generally expiredh
calmly, without any apparent Agony or
Convulfive Struggle, -

As they became more and more
exhaufted, and within a few hours of
Death, the Pulfe, which was exceedingly
quick, and almoft imperceptably weak, at
iaft was infenfibly loft in a tremulous
flutter. |

H 2 Many
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Many Authors, particularly the cele-
brated Baron Van Swieten, and Levref,
have fuppofed that this Fever was occa-
fioned by Metaflafis, or a morbid Tranfla-
tion of the Corrupted Milk, or putrid Ob-
firucted Lochia, to the Brain,or to the
Contents of the Thorax and Abdomen ;
which there produced fuch Difeafes as
were peculiar to thofe parts, viz. Head-
ach, Vertigo and Dilirium in the firflt, and
in the two laft,—Inflammation of the
Lungs, or Pleura; Naufea and Vomit-
ings' at the Stomach, with a Diarrhea
and Pain in the Bowels.—Others again,
with Hoffinan, imagine that it ‘arifes
chiefly from an Inflammation of the
Userus.

Thefe have generally been affented to,
as the moft probable Caufes hitherto af-
figncd ; yet it will appear, from the fol-
Jowing Obfervations, that they are very

CXx=
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exceptionable and inadequate, and not
confiftent with the true Nature of the
Difeafe,

To quote a multitude of Authors for
no other reafon but that of thewing their
miftakes, would both be ufelefs and in-
vidious 35—I fhall therefore only confider
the Do&rine of thofe refpectable modern
Woriters already mentioned ;—and the
more particularly, as their Opinions, at this
time principally prevail, and have in a
manner fupt:rc&deci all the reft.

That the feveral Circumitances which
are fuppofed to relate to the Caufe of this
Difeafe, may become more apparent,
it will be neceffary to confider when, and
in what manner, the M:/% 1s ftrained off in
the Breafts; and what areits qualities when
pure or vitiated ; and alfo to attend to the
Nature of the Lochial Dilcharge.

About the third day after Delivery, the

Patient is reftle(s, and complains of a cold
thril-
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thrilling fenfation towards the . Back and
Loins, which is fucceeded by a feverifh
Heat ;—the Face becomes florid,—the
Pulfe moere full and frequent, and at laft
the Breafls Eegin to throb and inlarge, by
what is ufually called the coming of the
Milk :—This flight Commotion, or Milk
Fever, which feems to arife from a
change in the Circulation, is generally
terminated in the {pace of twenty four
hours, by a warm critical Sweat, or if the
Milk is fuddenly repell’d, by a Diarrhaa;
in confequence of which, the febrile
Symptoms gradually go off,

Van Swietenluppofes, that this Feyer is al-
fo partly owing to the Abforption of the Lo~
chia, which about this time becomes pu=
rulent,

Where Milk thus fecreted is not vitia-
ted by a feverith heat of the Body, or
corrupted by remaining too long in the
Brealts, it may be abforbed and taken in-

to
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to the Blood without any bad Confe-
quence ; for Milk being nothing but
Chyle exalted and rendered finer by paffing
through the glands of the Breafts, and be-
ing the proper Nourithment of all Ani-
mals, it will eafily mix with, and be affi-
milated into Blood; and as every Woman
after Delivery cannot fuckle her Child,
Nature has fo formed the laciferous
organs as to difpofe of the Milk in

this manner, when pure, without injury

to the Conftitution.

If ever, therefore, the Child-bed Fever
is occafioned by a reflux of Milk, that
can only happen after it has been deprived
of its balfamic quality, by too great a de-
gree of animal Heat, or by ftagnating too
long in its Veflels :—But on the contrary,
this Difeafe is fometimes {o {uddenly pro-
duced, and attended with fuch a remark-
able and inftantaneous lofs of Strength, as
appears by a Hiftory of the Symptoms,

that
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that there is great Irﬁaf{;-n to believe its
firft Impreflion 15 made upon the Nerves;
or Vital Powers of the Body; and that
there is neither fufficient time for the
Secretion of Milk, or for ahy morbid
change of that Fluid.

Levret obferves, that for the moft part,

this Tranflation of Milky Matter happens
about a fortnight after the difappearance
of theMilk*; and Pan Swieten afferts; that
Experience confirms this Obfervation+- :
Butif it could only be fatisfa&torily proved;
that fuch a tranflation of vitiated Milk ne=
ver happened earlier than the time above=
mentioned ; it would then fufficiently
refute the opinion of thofe, who aflign
| that as the principal Caufe of the Dijfeafe
in queftion ; fince I believe, no Inftance
can be produced where it came on {o late
as the fourteenth day,

It

® L’art des accouch. p. 150.

4 Pan Sevieten Commentar, in Her. Boerhaav. Aphor,
Vol. iv. p. 6i1o.
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It cannot be doubted but the i/t may
become depraved by various Caufes; eat-
ing or drinking thofe things which are
improper,—expofing the Body to cold
Air, —the Excefles of Anger or Fear, will
often difturb the Secretion of this Fluid
and occafion it to ftagnate too long in the
Breafts ; hence its natural qualities may
be changed, fo as to render it pernicious ;
and confequently, if it fhould be reaf-
fumed into the mafs of Blood in this vi-
tiated ftate, 1t will {ometimes diforder
the Body and create a Fever, which how-
ever in general, is foon carried off by
{fome critical Evacuation ; as a Digrrbea,
or a miltary Eruption; but if it is too
long retained in the latiferous Dudts,
it much oftener brings on an Abcels.
of the Breaft itfelf: Such a Fever,
therefore, is very effentially different
from that under confideration; the firft

being infinitely more mild in its Symp-
1 toms,
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toms, and for the moft part, void of
danger, for I never yet knew one to die in
confequence of it.

Levret alfo has obferved, that where
the Milk fuddenly difappeared at the be-
oinning of the Difeafe, and afterwards
foon returned, the Patient was relieved ;
but whenever this ctrcumftance happens
with a mitigation of the Symptoms, it
moft affuredly is owing to a ceffation of
the febrile caufe, which no longer inter-
rupts the Secretion of that Fiuid, and
which, therefore, will naturally re-
turn.

When the Breafts fubfide, and the Milk
naturally goes off, or is repell’d in thofe
who do not intend to fuckle; the luchial
Difcharge may be obferved to increafe
and become more frefth and fanguineous ;
and alfo continues for a longer time than
in thofe who do; it therefore appears,
that, at this time, a Plethora prevails in

the
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the Conttitution, which may fall upon
the interior Veflels, when the Milk
does not freely pafs through the glands
of the Breafts; or even fhould no

Milk be ftrained off, the want of it will
difpofe the Habit to a plethoric State ;
For this reafon, Women, who do not
fuckle, are vifited with a return of the
Menfes, even fometimes {o early as in the
fifth week after Delivery ; whereas, in
thofe who give fuck, they are naturally
wanting for {everal Months.

Hence alfo it is manifeft, that the fe-
male organs, after a certain Age, are fo
difpofed as to prepare a larger quantity of
Blood than is neceflary for the fupport
and nourithment of the Body; which
in the time of Uterine Geftation is con-
fumed by the Festus, and after Deli-
very, by the Child at the Breaft; but
that this redundant quantity might not
jncommode the conttitution, during the

Iz time
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time fhe is not pregnant, provident Na-
ture has ordered it off by the veflels of
the Utcm-s, once every Month.

The Milk, indeed, is not fuppefed to be
ftrained off from the Blood, but as the fe-
paration of that Fluid deprives the Wo-
man’s Body of fo much Chyle, which
would otherwife be converted into Blood,
the confequence, in refpect to her general
habit, or the fuilnefs of the Vefiels, will
be exaélly the fame.

Prefuming thercfore, that Swekling af-
ter Delivery, would leflen the tendency
to Inflammation and Fever, by diminith-
ing the fullnefs of the Uterine Veflels, as
well as thofe of the contiguous Vifcera;
an Order which had formerly been made
by the Governors of the Wefiminfler Ly-
ing-in Hofpital, at my requeft, that every
Patient during her ftay in the Houfe,
fhould fuckle her Child, was at this time,

more particularly infifted upon : For, if
the
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the Difeafe was occafioned by a Tranfla-
tion of Milk to the interior parts, it
would then follow, that Women, who
had plenty of that Fluid, and in whom it
was freely difcharged by fuckling, would,
of all others, be the leaft fubje& to it ; but
this Caution was infufficient to fecure
them from the Fever; for many, whe
had plenty of Milk and fuckled their
Children, were alfo invaded by it.

But to come to praftical Fails : Ia
many Women there was a plentiful Se-
cretion of Milk, which continued 'till the
Fever was confliderably advanced, and
fometimes it lafted ’till within a day or
two of their Death;—In {ome few, where
the Milk was either {fmall in quantity, or
totally deficient, no fuch Fever appeared ;
and in thofe Cafes where it did, it gencrally
came on before there was any want of
Milk ; which therefore, was evidently the
Effett and not the Caufe of the Difeafe.

Be-
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Befides, if this Fever was owing to a
Tranilation of Milk from the Breafls, it
would alfo frequently happen to Women
who wean their Children at the end of
feven or eight Months, which is contrary
tc Experience :—The Cafe mentioned by
Van Swieten, of fuch a morbid Abforp-
tion of that Fluid, in 2 Woman a whole
year after Delivery, in whofe Pelvis a
Milky Matter was found, only proves
what poflibly may, and not what ufually
does happen.

Indecd, from the moft careful examina-
tion of the morbid appearances, in the fe-
veral Bodies which were opened, I have
the greateft reafon to believe, that what
has ufually been taken for coagulated Milk,
lying on the furface of the Inteftines, is
nothing but pure matter, owing to the fup=
puration of the Omentum ; and therefore,
of a peculiar kind ;—having a more white,

thick and curd-like appearance, than that -
of
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of common Matter: As to what 1s call-
- ed Serum Laéiis, it feems to be only a
purulent, whey-coloured Fluid, collect~
ed in the cavity of the Abdomen, by a
morbid Tranfudation from the Inflamed
Vifcera; or elfe Lymph grown putrid by
ftagnating too long there, from a defect
in the abforbing power of the lym-
phatic Vefiels.

The next principal Caufe afiigned for
the production of this Fever, is an Ob-
Sirugion of the Lochia, and a morbid
Tranflation of that putrid Fluid to the in-
ternal parts,

A due attention to the nature of that
Difcharge from the Uterus, which is the
confequence of Delivery called Lockia,
will be moft likely to difcover, whether
it can have any fhare in producing this
Fever or not,

As foon as a Child is born, the Placen-
ta, which, during pregnancy, ferved as a

1118~
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mmedium of intercourfe between the Mo-
ther and Child, then becomes a lifelefs
Mafs without circulation or further Ulfe ;
and therefore, is foon afterwards expelled
by the gradual contra@ion of the Ute-

rus :—As the feparation of this vafcular
Cake from the Womb, 1s obferved to be
more ealy at the end of nine Months,
than in thofe cafes where the Birth is pre-
mature ; this animal Procefs, may, with
{fome reafon, be fuppofed analogous to the
dropping off of ripe Fruits from a Tree.
The Lochia, is therefore, nothing more
than a fimple Difcharge from all thofe Vef-
felswhicharetornafunder by the feparation
of the Placenta from the Uterus, and does
not naturally partake of a fanious or ma-
lignant quality, as generally {uppofed by
the Antients ; for all the Circumftances
attending it, exa&ly correfpond with
what is obferved to happen after receiving

a freth Wound in any part of the Body ;
con-
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3
confequently, pure Blood will ficlt efcape
from thofe ruptur’d Veflels, and afterwards
a morte dilute and colourlefs Fluid, like
the Serumi ;—about the third or fourth
day the Difcharge generally becomes
flightly purulent ; and as the Uterus con-
trats and returns to its unimpregnated
ftate, the Orifices of the feveral Vefltls
are gradually clofed, and the Lochia then
totally ceafe,

The accurate and ingenious Dr. Hup-
ter; by whofe nice and indefatigable Re-
fearches, anatomicdl knowledge has been
fo much improved; was the firlt who dif=
covered that the exterior Membrane of
the Bag, containing the Child; called fz/fe
Chorion, 1s derived from the Uterus, and
as it peals off from thence like a kind
of Exuviz or Slough, at each fucceeding
Birth, he gives it the name of Membrana
decidua.,

K By
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By mecans of the lochial Difcharge, the
internal Surface of the Uterus 1s freed
from the putrid remains of the falfe Cho-
rion, which diffolves and comes away in
a fluid ftate ; and feeing that thereis no-
thing in its quality but what is common
to the Digeftion from a frefh wound, it
does not appear rational, to {uppofe that
it can produce a Fever {o deftructive to
Child-bearing Women, even allowing it
to be obftructed.

I have often obferved the Lochia finall
in quantity, and at other times redundant,
without any bad confequence; and this
feems chiefly to depend upon the diffe-

rence of habit in different Women, and
the lax or tenfe ftate of the uterine Fi-
¢

bres ;—{o that the indication of danger is
not to be taken from the quantity of the
Difcharge, but from the nature of the

Symptoms attending it ;—for, where there
; 18
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is no Pain, Inflammation, or Fever, in the
firlt Cafe, or lofs of Strength, in the laft,
it would furely be highly improper to di-
rect Medicines either to reftrain or pro-
mote it.

Befides this Error of prefcribing Re-
medies when none are neceflary, there is
another fo prevailing in Practice, and fo
pernicious in itfelf, that it deferves to be
remarked, viz. that of giving emenagogue
or Uterine Medicines, as they are called,
to promote the Lochia; for thofe being
chiefly of the heating kind, as A4les and
the Pulv. e Myrrh. C., or elfe {uch as aét
by their powerful Efiuvia, as Afafes:d.
Caflor and the like, are {o far from being
proper, where there i1s an obftru@ion of
that Difcharge, that they are manifeftly
injurious, and would be as dangerous to
the Patient, under fuch Circumftances,
as forcing Medicines given in nephretic
Cafes, in the height of pain and Inflam-

Be ma-
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mation :—In fhort, all irritating Medi-
cines are improper, in every painful or
inflammatory affe€tion of the Uterus, and
are therefore to be rejected in favor of gen-
tle Evacuations and a cooling Regimen.
When the Lockhial Diftharge becomes
feetid, it has generally been looked upon
as a dangerous fign; but as this often
happens without any bad confequence, I
am inclined to think, ’tis rather owing to
the admififion of Air into the cavity of the
Uterus, which corrupts the grumous
Blood contained there, than to any pu-
trid difpofition in the habit of body :
However it will certainly be right, to pro-
mote the difcharge of the confined fordes,
as foon as pofiible, which may be effeétu-
ally done, by the gentie alternate prefiure
of the hands, applied to the region of the
Uterus, according to the method laid
down by Duffe*.
Ruyfih

? ficad, des Science I'an 1724, hict. p. 51.
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Ruyfech fuppofed that the fluid found in
the Abdomen, like the wathings of flefh,
or the corrupted Lochia, was fqueczed
from the cavity of the Uterus, through
the Fallopian Tubes*; but in all thofe
who were opened, I never faw the leaft
quantity of fuch a fluid in the Uterus,
nor cculd obferve any thing to faver fo
improbable a conjetture.

When the Uterus was laid open, it
had, at the firlt view, the appearance of
a part difpofed to become gangienous ; but
this was owing to a confiderable quantity
of the Membrana decidua, or falfe Chorion,
adhering to its internal Surface; for
when [ had wiped away this mortified
Slough, with a wet Spunge, it was per-
fectly found and in its natural State,
In the Cafe of Ann Simms, the Os Uteri
was fomewhat livid and blackifh, but
as her Labour was difficult, this was

pro-
# Obfervat. Anatom. No. 84. p. 79.
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probably owing to the violence fuftained,
and not to any tendency in the Difeafe it-
{elf to producefuch an Effe® ;—for, not-
withftanding the difcolouration of the
part, it did pot manifeft the leat degree
of putrid diffolution, but preferved its co-
hefion ¢ nd natural firmnefs : —It therefore
becomes neceflary, not to regard any ap-
pearances as morbid, which arife from ac-
cidental caufes, or fuch as are in them-
felves ftrictly natural.

The Fever brought on by an Inflamma-
tion of the Uterus, has often been con-
founded with the Child-bed Fever;
but thole Difeafes are very eilentially dif~
ferent, altho’ they both require the fame
method of treatment.

When the Uterus is inflamed, it often
becomes gangrenous;—the Head is affect-
ed with Pain,—a Di/irizm ufually attends
the Fever, and the uterine region is {o
exceedingly tender as not to bear the gen-

tleft
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tleft prefilure without intolerable pain;
but on the contrary, in the Child-bed Fe-
ver, the Head is feldom difordered,—the
Uterus is not affeéted with pain, inflam-
mation or gangrene, nor does a Dilirium
ufually attend.

Befides the general Signs of an inflamed
Uterus, there are others, more fully men-
tioned by Zfius, than any other Writer,
which particularly point out the affeCled
parts :—When the Fundus Uteri is infla-
med, there is great heat, throbbing and
pain above the Pubes;—if its pofterior
part, the pain is more confined to the
Loins and Re&um, with a Tenefmus ; if
its anterior part, it fhoots from thence to-
wards the neck of the Bladder, and 1is at-
tended with a frequent Irritation to make
Water, which is voided with difficulty;
and if its Sides or the Ovaria are affected,
the pains will then dart into the infide of
the Thighs.

An
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An Inflammation of the Uterus, whick
often arifes from a greater degree of Vio-
lence applied to this part than its natural
ftructure will bear, will generally bring
on an Obfruction of the Lochia ; and on
the other hand, an Obftru&ion of the Lo-
chia may produce an Inflammation of the
Uterus ; but altho’ fuch a local affection
may create a Fever, it {eldom proves mor-
tal, without the Inflammation is violent,
and terminates in a Gangmné:—In the
firft cafe, the orifices of the Veflels open-
ing into its cavity are fhut up, con-
{equently, the Difcharge will be ob-
ftruéted, and will not return till the ‘
tenfion is removed from the Veflels, by
Bleeding, Laxatives and plentiful Dilu-
tion ;—in the laft, they are fuppoﬁ.d to be
confiricted, and therefore, Opmtes and the
warm Bath, mgether with emollient Cly-
fters will be the moft likely to afford re=

lief. |
SEE. T=
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Practical Obfervations and Inferences arifing

from the Hiftory of the Difeafe, with the
Methods nigfl conducive to the Cure.

H E f{udden change produced in

the habit, and an alteration in the
courfe of the circulating blood, by the
contration of the Uferus after delivery,
feem to be the principal reafons why the
abdominal Vifcera are at this time fo li«
able to Inflammation.

The preflure of the gravid Uterus, be-
ing fuddenly taken off from the Aorta de-
cendens, after delivery, the refiftance to
the impulfe of the blood paffing through
all the veffels derived from it, and diftri-
buted to the contiguous Vifcera, will be
confiderably leflened ;—it will therefore
ruth into thofe veflels with a force f{upe-
rior to their refiftance, and by putting
them viclently on the firetch, may occa=

L fion



8» PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

fion Pain, Inflammation and Fever; par-
ticularly in the Omentun and Inteflines,
where they are numerous and moft
lax and yielding : That fuch a change
in the circulation does a&ually happen,
s manifeft, from thofe Faintings which
fometimes follow a quick delivery; for,
when the long-continued preflure of the
Uterus is removed, the blood, by gufh-
ing into the veflels of the inferior parts,
will for 2 time, deprive the Heart and
Brain of their ufual quantity.

This contra&ion of the Uterus, alfo
renders its veflels impervious to the
blood which pafled freely through them,
for the fervice of the Child during preg-
nancy ; and confequently, a much lar-
ger quantity will be thrown upon the
contiguous parts, which will ftill add
to their diftention, and increafe their
tendency to Inflammation ; and this wil
the rather happen, as the Uterus is abun-

dant-
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dantly fupplied with blood, and receives
a greater quantity of veflels 1n propor-
tion to its bulk, than any other part of
the body.

The 1mmoderate {ecretion of Bile,
which commences about this time, in the
Child-bed Fever, moft probably arifes
from the fame Caufe ;—for, as the FVena
Porte Ventralis, which brings blood to the
Liver, is rooted in the Inteflines, it will
neceflarily receive from thence a larger
fupply than before; hence a more copi-
ous fecretion of Bile ; as it 1s univerfally
allowed, that the quantity of fluid ftrain-
ed off in any gland, will always be in pro-
portion to the quantity and velocity of
blood pafiing through it,

It therefore appears, that altho’ this Fe-
ver is attended with a preternatural fecre-
tion of Bile, it ought not to be confider-
ed as one of the bilious kind; for the

great redundance of that fluid feemed

L2 true]y
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truely {ymptomatic, like that occafioned
by pain and fpafm in the nephritick
Colic, or other painful affe@ions of the
abdominal Vifcera.

At the attack of this Fever, the veflcls
on the furface of the body, during the cold
Fit, are exceedingly conftricted, as is evi~
dent from the palenefs of the fkin ; from
this Caufe alfo a greater quantity of blood
will be driven to the internal Veficls,
which will ftill further increafe the quan-
tity of redundant Bile : — Agrecable to

this obfervation, the bilious vomiting
was generally moft violent after the fhi-
vering Fit, and in a great mecafure, in
proportion as that was more or lefs vio-
lent,— and when it was abated, a return
of the cold Fit would often bring it on
again, as well as the Diarrhcea.

From this change in the circulation,
the veflels of the Heart and Lungs will
alfo receive more blood than before ;

hence
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hence a difficulty of breathing, with anx-
iety and oppreflion at the Breaft and Pre-
cordia, which are all relieved by the ap-
proach of the hot Fit; that is, as foon as
the Heart realts and throws the blood
from the centre to the circumference of
the Body; and when this cannot be ef-
feted, from its want of {ufficient power,
the blood will ftagnate in the large con-
tiguous Veflels, and the Patient will fud-
denly expire : Inftances of this fort, tho'
rare, have been known to happen, parti-
cularly in the cold Fit of an Ague, where
the attack was uncommonly violent, or in
difeafes of the deftructive kind.

It therefore may be affirmed, that in
general, every degree of Rigor is followed
by a degree of Fever proportionate to if,
from the rea&ion of the Heart, which
will always be greater or lefs according to
the force imprefled upon it by the ef-
fe&t of the cold Fit; fo that when this

1
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is violent and of long duration, the con-
fequence is much to be feared, efpecial-
ly as nature, by the febrile fir ggle, does
not ufually bring on a falutary Ciifis;
for as the Heart now adts ftrongly, the
momentum of the blood on the folids will
be greatly increafed,—and will occaiion
Tenfion, Pain and Inflaiamation, which,
if not foon removed, will end in a fuppu~
ration of fome of the internal parts, and
produce a colleltion of Matter in the ca-
vity of the Abdomen, from which it can-
not be evacuated, and therefore muit
neceflarily prove mortal.

If the preceding reafoning be right, it
will thew ‘the ncceflity of attempting to
diminifh the Ccld-fit, by the plentiful
Ufe of diluting fleids given warm, and
alfo of hot applications to the Extremi-
ties and Surface of the body, to relax the
cutaneous Veflels, and invite the bloed
thither, fo as to relieve thofe of the Vif-

cera
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cera from diftention ; for whatever is the
caufe of this Fever, its firft Impreflion
feems to be made upon the Nerves;
which leffens their Influence on the body,
and prevents that free and equal diftribu-
tion of the blood which is neceffary to 2
{tate of health.

To anfwer this Intention, I would pre-
fer an Infufion of any of the grateful Ve-
getables given hot, as that of Mint or
Balm, rather than fluids of the aromatic
or fpirituous kind, for, by their heating
quality, they would increafe the violence
of the hot-fit or fubfequent Fever; which
is the principal thing to be guarded
againft ; whereas, the former may be gi-
ven at defcretion, fo as only to a& during
the time of the R/gor, and will afterwards
become of fervice in abating the febrile
Symptoms by their diluting power.

This tendency to Inflammation, will be
the moft likely to produce violent effects,

when
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when the abdominal Vifcera are in a ten=
der irritable ftate, both from that change
in the circulation already mentioned,
which for a time, will render the Wo-
man’s conftitution weak and valetudina-
1y, and alfo from the violent efforts of
Labour : Thatparticular parts of the Body
are more difpofed to Inflammation, as the
habit changes and becomes mote irritable,
is very evident from repeated obferva-
tions ; for inftance, in cafes of a Stone in
the Bladder, the pain and inflammation
are not continual, but only produced at
particular periods from {fome accidental
exciting caufe, which at that time ren=
ders the affeted part more fenfible.

As long as the Sclids of the body con-
tinue in their natural {tate, they will al-
low of being ftretched to a certain degree
without pain, but as foon as they become
inflamed or difeafed, the leaft irritation

or diftending caufe will bring on the moft
in-
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intolerable fenfations ; and this feems to
be the reafon why Air or Feeces contain-
ed in the Bowels, at one time produces
excefiive pain, and at another none at
all,
IHencealfo 2 mmpiic:ticn of this Fever,
with the Pleurify or Periprcumony, and
fometimes a Dilirium, Phrenfj* or Madne(s,
where the blood is more immediately
determined to the Brain, by anxiety, gricf,
or any caufe which occafions the intenfe
excrcife of the Mind ; three cafes of this
kind have occurred to me, in all which
the difeafe was fatal ; one of which was
that of a Baker's Wife in 2Vefiminfler, who
remained well till the fourth day after de-
livery, but being fuddenly difturbed with
{fome religious {cruples, fhe was violeatly
aized with this Fever, attended with a
Dilirium, which carried her off; not-
withftanding the uncommon attention
naid to her fafety, by an eminent Phyfi-

M cian
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cian, who was called in at my requeft, and
with whom I wifhed to have confulted;
but was accidentally prct't:ntccf.

Dr. Hales in his curious Hzmaftatical
Experiments, clearly demonftrates, that
the impulfe of the blood on its containing
veflels is exceedingly increafed by the vio-
lent adtion of the Mufcles, particularly
thofe of the Abdomen ;—he alfo remarksy
that the Air retained in the Lungs after
a deep infpiration, has the fame effect;
and fince the birth of a Child is brought
abouf by a combination of mufcular for<
ces, viz. from that of the Uterus, affifted
by the Aétion of the very mufcles already
menticned,—namely, thofe of the Abdo-
men and Diaphragm, the laft of which
is preft down on the inferior parts, in
the time of a deep infpiration ;—it be-
comes evident, that a violent ftrefs is laid
upon the veffels of all the abdominal Vif-

cera, even in thofe Labours which are

: friqtly



on the CHILD-BED FEVER. g1

ﬂriétl;;r natural :—Such are the effccls of
the labour-pains on the whole vafcular
{yltem, that the Pulfe, which before was
teinp&ra]:c and regular, then becomes full
and frequent, the Complexion florid, and
{fometimes the Face is enormoufly {welled,
by the yviolent efforts and ftrainings of the
Body. Till fuch a change is produced,
Women are not fubje& to this Fever;
for I obferved, that thefe with Child,
who aflifted the Nurfles in attending the
fick, were perfe&ly free from it, even
when 1t was moft rife ; but being deliver-
ed, feveral of them fickened {oon after,
and were affeCted with the fame {ymp-
toms as the reff, May not this circuym-
ftance therefore, added to that change in
the circulation already remarked, and al-
fo to the great {enfibility ~and irritability
of the habit, which is ebferved to prevail
after delivery, concur as fo many exciting
Caules to kindle up this Fever? And al-

M-32 {o
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fo thew why Women are not fubjet to it
before, but only after Delivery, and mor:
particularly, during an unhealthy confti-
tution of the Atmofphere ? For if this
Difeafe was owing to the compreflion of
the abdominal Vifcera in general, or to
that of the Omentum in particular, inde-
pendent of any alteration in the Air; as
this caufe is the fame in all gravid Wo-
men, its confequences would al{o be more
uniform, and the Difeafe would be equal-
ly frequent at all times of the year, in-
ftead of prevailing with uncommon vio-
lence at particular feafons ; beflides; Wo-
men whilft pregnant, would be as much
{fubject to it as thofe lately delivered,
which is contrary to all ﬁxpffiencc;

The vital powers of the Vifcera being
thus impaired, their feveral funcions will
be tmdﬁiy performed, particularly the
abforption r.:j Lymph from the abdominal
caviiy; hence a d;pravit}r and corrup=-

| rup-
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tion of this retained ftagnating Fluid,
and an increafe of the pain and inflammati.
on of thofe parts with which it is in con-
tact:—Hence alfo a {fwelling of the Belly,
which may be looked upon as a frue
Tympanites :—This moibid affection did
not {e=m to arife from wind in the Bowels,
for, if fo, it would have {ubfided by the
frequency of the purging Stools ;—it was
¢vidently owing to ths expanfion of
Air generated in the cavity of the Abdo-
men, by a putrid diffolution of the Qmen-
tum, and from a corruption of the puru-
lent Fluid found there.

The difieétion of the bodies thus affeét-
ed, confirmed me in this opinion; for,
on cuttipg into the Abdomen, 2 putrid
Flatus, intolerable to the {mell, iffued
forth with a hiffing noife, and the pro-
minence of the Belly immediately fubfi-
ded :—~There was but Iittle Air in the In-
teftines, which were Jikewife almoft emp-

iy
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ty of Fceces, and only contained a blackifh
fluidlike thatvoided by ftool, with particles
of fomething which looked like Fat which
had been melted and was become cold.

Confidering the {uppuration of the
Omentym, and the large quantity of
purulent fluid found in the Abdomen
after death, it is eafly to fee how a
Fever which was truly snflammatory in
the beginning, may foon become putrid,
by an Abforption of that Fluid; which,
like old Leaven, will taint the blood, and
by exciting a putrid ferment in the whole
Mafs, will change its qualities into thofe
of its own morbid nature.

The ftru&ture and ufe of the Lympbhatics,
and their exiftence as a diftin¢t {yftem of
Veflels, numeroufly diitributed to the fe-
veral cavities of the Body, as difcovered
and accurately defcribed by Dr. Hunter,
together with Experiments made on Qua-
drupedes, fufliciently demonftrate the

reality
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teality of this Abforption in the human
body; for it has often been obferved,
that altho’ a large quantity of any warm
fluid had been rejected into the abdomi-
nal cavity of different animals in the liv-
ing ftate, not a drep of it could be found
after death.

Befides, as the L:iver chiefly receives
its blood fromthe Inteltines;—the Omen-
tum and Mefentery, and as it is loaded
with Oz/, which is abforbed by the Veins
from the two laft parts, {o as to render it
fitter for the fecretion of Bile; it will
follow, that as foon as the Omentur is
deftroy’'d by a putrid diffolution, that the
refluent blood carried to the Liver, will
be vitiated and corrupted, and paffing
through that gland to mix with the genc-
tal mafs, will contaminate the whole, and
produce a true Febris purulenta.—=Hence
general Inflammation,—adhefions of the
Lungs to the Pleura, a colledtion of putrid

Serum
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Serum in the Thorax, and Matter under
the Sternum; as in the cafe of Huarriof
Trueman ; —and this appears the more pro-
bable, becaufe, on enquiry of the Patient’s
Friends, I could not find that the had ever
Been in the leaft fubject to any complaint
in the Breaft ;:—Moreover, as the Bile,
of all the humours of the Body, is the
moft liable to be changed ;—this Fluid,
being tainted with the corrupted Oil
brought from the difeafed Omentum, will
foon become putrid, and by its cauftic
Acrimony, will create Anxiety, Sicknefs,
and Vomiting, with Tormina in the Bow-
els, and a profufe Diarrheea; fo that it
will now offend in quality, as well as in
quantity, which lat has already been
{ufficiently taken notice of : Before it is
altered from its natural {tate, 1it{cemsin a
great meafure inoffenfive to the Stomach,
becaufe the freth, infpifiated Bile of Ani-
1als, given as a Medicine, does not occa=
{fion



on the CHILD-BED FEVER. o7

fion the above diforders, but when it be=
comes depraved or redundant in confe-
quence of the febrile caufe, it will add
to the violence of the Symptoms, and
therefore ought to be evacuated as foon as
pofiible.

Thus I think it will evidently appear,
that the Symptoms of Putrefaction are
produced by Metaftafis ;—~not from that
of vitiated Milk or obftru&ted Lochia,
as generally fuppofed ; but by the abforp-
t on of that purulent, whey-coloured Fluid,
ftagnating in the Abdomen, and by a mor-
bid Tranflation of Matter from the fip-

" purated Omentum ;—and if ever the marks
of Putrefaction appear in the beginning,
they are confined to the Prima Viz only,
and arife from the tainted, rancid Bile;
for a corruption of the Blood and Juices
never happens till in the advanced ilate
of the Difeafe.

N As



98 PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

As foon as the internal Mortification
commences, there is a ceffation of Paing
which perfwades thofe prefent that the
Patient is better, but when this {uddenly
happens after that has been exceffive for
a long time, and in an advanced ftate of
the Difeafe, without any critical Evacua-
tion which could prove falutary, 'tis a fa-
tal and deiufive Sign, and is foon follow=-
ed by a finking, quick and intermitting
Pulfe,—f{welling of the Belly,—a dif=
trefled Countenance, with partial, faint
{weats on the Breaft and Face, and fome~
times by a Dilirium, which fhew that
Death is at hand,

That acute and igcomparable pra&ical
Phyfician Baglivi, was the firft who de-
.ﬁ:ribf:d the Meﬁ*ﬁffn’;& Fever, and obe
ferves, that latent inflammations of the
Vifcera, are generally the caufe of thofe
'%Tﬂers called Malignant, and -which n:)i;-f

ten
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ten end in an Abcefs or Gangrene of the
affe@ed parts, when bleeding has been
neglected.

In painful or inflammatory Difeafes of
the Vifcera, {o great is the fenfibility of
the feveral Parts, that the whole nervous
Syftem is eafily drawn into confent; hence
a perverfion or defedt of their feveral na-
tural fun@ions :—The Heart will alfo be
affected with a Spafm, and not being able
duly to perform its office, the Pulfe will
become quick, weak apd intermitting :
Befides, the diminution of the nervous
Influence on the affeCled internal parts,
will alfo account for the great and {udden
lofs of ftrength, and fhew why the Pulfe
is weak, gm'ak and srregular 1n this Fever,
inftead of being hard and full, as in the
Pleurify ; and indeed, in moft Difeafes of
the abdominal Vifcera, the Pulfe be-
comes languid, and loofes its firmnefs,
before there can be-any actual proftration

N 2 of
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of bodily ftrength ; as in cafes of taking
Poifon, or where a violent fit of the Gout
fuddenly fixes upon any of the vital Parts.

As it appears that Women, {o long as
they remain with Child, are not more
fubje&t to this Fever, than others who
are not pregnant, it will follow, that
a diftemperature of the Air, is not alone
fuffictent to produce it, until it is affifted
by a change of the habit in confequence
of delivery ; but as fuch a change is then
common to 21l Woemen, ’tis alfo evident,
that in general, it may be endured without
much danger, while the Seafon is healthy ;
fince fcarce one in a thoufand is then af-
fefted with it, except from Errors in
Diet, the Pafions of the Mind, the
effeCt of taking Cold, or other manifeft
exciting Caufes ;—confequently, it will
always be found the moft fevere, when=
ever fuch concurring Caufes are moft nu-
merous, and in proportion as they are

more
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more or le{s dangerous in theif own nas
ture ;—thus for inftance, it will aluﬁys
be found moft fatal, when moft epidemi-
cal, that is, during a diftemperature of the
Air ; and leaft of all fo, when it happens
in healthy Seafons, from accidental Caufes
only :—If at fuch a time, it fhould arife
fimply from taking Cold, it is often ter-
minated by a profufe, long-continued
Sweat j—if from Food offending the Sto-
mach in quantity or quality, the Patient
is often foon relieved by Vomiting or a
Diarrheea ; but on the contrary, if it is
brought on by the Paffions of the Mind,
the event is different, for as the Caufe con-
tinues fo does the Fever likewife ; befides,
in {uch cafes, there is generally a defe in
the natural Secretions and Excretions, and
as nothing will weaken the vital powers
of the Body fo much as Diftrefs of Mind,

a falutary Crifis is then hardly ever known
to happen.

It
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It has alfo been obferved, that the
Difeafe generally comes on about the fe-
cond or third day after Delivery, and that
the fooner it attacks the Patient, the more
the is in danger :—The fenfibility and ir=
sitability of the body, which is always
obferved to be the greateft at that time,
fcems to account for the firft of thefe cir=
cumftances; and alfo thews why the Fe-
ver is then moft dangerous in its event;
{eeing, that this predifpofing Caufe exift-
ing in the habit, will then moft powers
fully co-operate with, or increafe the
agency of any other external Caufe, whigh
may chance to occur. |

From the preceding Hiftory of the
Child-bed Fewer, joined to the morbid
appearances already mentioned, the fol-
lowing conclufions may be drawn by way
of recapitulation,

Firft, that it does mot arife from a
Tranflation of corrupted M:lk, nor pb-

frruited



on the CHILD-BED FEVER.' 103
flruéted Lochia ;—{econdly, that itis not

cwing to an inflammation of the Uterus;
thirdly, that a certain mechanical change
produ:-:ed in the body by Delivery, is the
principal predifpoiing caufe of the Difeafe,
and the reafan_'why.it is peculiar to Wo-
men after Delivery only ;—fourthly, that
whenever it is rémafkably frequent and
fatal at particular Seafons, that the prox-
imate caufe of it ought to be referred
to a noxious conflitution of the Air, and
that this is {till more fully proved by thole
cafes, where the Fever {uddenly appeared
in the epidemical Seafon, without any
other evident caufe whatfoever :—fifthly,
that it may fometimes happen in the moft
healthy Seafous, from the accidental caufes
already enumerated, added to that valetu-
dinary change brought upon the habit by
Delivery, and that in fuch inftances, it
1s Jeaft dangerous ; fixthly, that the tem-

porary change brought upon the habit,
. . by
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by delivery, may generally be endured
without producing this Fever, if none of
the caufes already mentioned happen to
{fupervene ; and alfo that Women are
more or lefs fubje@ to the impreffion of
all {uch caufes, in pmpﬂrtion to the fen-
fibility and irritability of the habit; and
laftly, that it is not owing to the pfeﬁ'ure:
of the gravid Uterus on the abdominal
Vifcera in general, or the Omentum 1in
particular ; for if fo, pregnant Women
would be fubjelt to 1t, as well as thofe
lately delivered ; which is contrary to
Experience.

I have been the more diffufe in what
relates to the Pathology of the Difeale,
as nothing will fo much tend to eftablith
a rational method of cure, as thofe obfer-
vations which immediately refult from
the Difeaf itfelf,—the ftrutture and ufe
of the feveral affe€led parts, and their
morbid appearances after death.

In
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In the Child-bed Fever, therefore, as
‘weli asall thoi'e, which like it, are truefy
in ﬂammatary, and unlfcrmiy produce an
internal Suppuration ; Bleeding is the only
Re'medy which cean give the Patient a
chance for life ,—efpcmall}r, as local In=-
ﬂammatmn, if vmlent, more frequﬂntly
terminates by Suppuration than any other
means, where that has been omitted.

Indéed, from the ftriCteft attention to
the feveral Syznpmms and circumftances
of this Difeafe, withouit Ihapmg a Tﬁfm_y
to coincide with any particular method of
practice, the reafons for it, are as ma-
nifeft and ecogent as in the Pffz:rgﬁ itfelf,
which is fometimes attended by an Em-
pyema ; for a colletion of Matter either
in the Therax or Abdomen, are équally
fatal.

The following are the principal ob-
je@ions, which have been made by thofe
who are averf{e to Bleeding, viz. that con-

O fidering
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ﬁderingthclafs of blood after Dehvery, and
the fubfequent difcharge of the Lochia, it
would exhauft the Patient’s ftrength too
much, efpecially as fhe 1 ufually enjoined
an abflemious Diet for feveral days ALreE i~
that by leflening the ftrength, it would pre-
vent a Crifis, increafe the irritability of the
body, and aggrevate all the {ymptoms of
the Fever, or difpofe it to become putrid :
But thofe are groundlefs fears, and plain-
ly contradited by what 1s obferved In
practice, for the violence of the Fever
and the fymptomatic Purging arifing from
it, will be found to fink the Patient’s
firength much more than the lofs of
blood ; which, on the contrary, by re-
moving the tenfion and pain from the
Bowels, which a&t as a flimulus and
keep up the Diarrheea, will have the
offe of an Anodyne and more {afely
abate that difcharge than either Opiates

~ or Aftringents, both of which are highly

Tt
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improper at the beginning of the Difeale ;
Bleeding, by diminifhing the quantity and
force of the current of blood through the
Liver, and the larger internal Veflels, will
likewile leflen the fecietion of Bile and
therefore relieve the ficknefs and anxiety
at the Stomach, as well as the difliculty
of breathing and opprefiion at the Pre-
cordia. _

Befides, I am inclined to think that
Women after Delivery, efpecially thofe
who do not {uckle, are able to bear the
lofs of blood much better than is gene-
rally imagined; for as the Feetus does
not then demand its long-accuftomed
fupply of nourithment, it will revert to
the Mother, and create a kind of tempo-
rary Plethora, as already obferved,

It ought alfo to be remarked, that nei~
ther Jranition nor Plethora are natural to
the body in a healthy ftate, and that the
one extreme 1s as hurtful'as the other,

02 | and
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and will produce all the fymptoms of ir=
ritation in as high a degree ;—for in Ple-
thoric Habits, where the veffels are over-
charged and violently upon the ftretch, all
the Symptoms of irritability are evidently
increafed ;—the fame quantity of Light
which did not offend the Eye in its natu-
ral ftate, becomes intolerable to it when
inflamed ; and the Ear is not able to en-
dure the leaft noife, without being difa-
greeably affefted, after being feized with
an Inflammation. |

To proceed, early and copious Bleeding,
at the firt onfet of the Difeafe, will prove
much more ferviceable than afterwards ;
thus, eight or ten ounces of blood taken
away at firft, will afford more relief than
twice that quantity at different times;
by the firft method, the tenfion of the
veflels is fuddenly taken off, and the
Pain, Fever and Inflammation are therefore
abated ; the whole vafcular Syftem being

ﬂl'j‘i‘i.?
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now relieved, a more free and equal diftri-
bution of the blood will alfo follow, and
the natural fecretions being more duly
PEI’f{JFI]lEd, a falutary Crifis may the ra-
ther be expeCted:—On the contrary,
where the veflels have remained long on
the ftretch, and being overftrained, have
loft their refifting power, all the above
Symptoms will be increafed ; and altho’
blood fhould at laft be drawn, if the in-
flammatory Symptoms have run high,
and Matter has begun to form in the
Omentunz, or any of the vital parts, from
which it cannot be evacuated, it is then
too late to expec® relief; for the Difeafe
muft neceffarily become fatal, both by a
diffolution of the parts effential to life, and
by a confinement of that purulent Fluid,
which will not orly corrupt and deflroy
the furrounding parts, but by its abforp-
tion will foon taint the whole fluid mafs ;
fo that altho’ bleeding in the beginning, is

the
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the principal Remedy to be depended
upon, it will feldom prove of fervice after
the fecond ot third Day of the attack,
and if directed ftill later, will only further
exhauft and enfeeble the Patient and
haften her end.

Confidering the languid ftate of the Pa-
tient, and the weaknefs of the Pulfe, even
in the beginning of this Fever, I was fur-
prifed to find that the inflammation had
fometimas run fo high and made {fo rapid
a progrefs, as to produce Matter in the Ab-
domen, fometimes fo early as the Sfourth
or fifth Day after the firft attack ; as will
appear in the cafe of Harriot Trueman ;
which fully proves the necefﬁty of bleed-
ing early or not at all;

Practitioners, from a prudentattention
to their reputation, are generally fparing
in the application of fuch Remedies as
have been doubted in their good effes,

by thofe of the Profeflion, or even where
vuls
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vulgar prejudices have been violent in
oppofing their ufe :—"I'is no wonder
therefore, confidering the weaknefs of
the Pulfe, {o. remarkable in this Fever,
tog-cthef' with the objections already
mentioned, that Bleeding thould have
been direted with fo much ferupulous
caution ; for if blood was drawn at all,
‘twas only in the moft trifling quantities,
and f{eldom till the decline of the Dif-
eafe, where every thing elfe had been
tried in vain; and confequently, where
Matter being formed, neither that evacu-
ation, nor any other human means, could
poflibly avail :=—~Thus, the mifapplication
of this Remedy, plainly appears to have
been the teafon:why it was not fooner
adopted as fafe and beneficial.

In thort, as no purulent Matter is evet
formed without a preceding Inflammation,
and as no means have hitherto been found
fo effetual in cooling the Beody, and aba-

ting
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ting Inflammation, as Bleeding, Laxatives
and plentiful Dilution 3 thofe, who will
not fee the abfolute Neceflity for theif
Ufe, muft certainly fhut their eyes on all
conviction.

As the Cure will be found to depenci
principally on the feafonable lofs of blood,
it will be requifite to regard all {ueh in-
dications as may be taken from the ftate
cof the Pulfz, and to lay down fuch Rules
and Cauttons as particulﬁrly relate to this
circumfitance.

Nothing will fo clearly point out the
time when this Remedy ought to be di=
reCed, as a previous acquaintance with the
natural ftate of the Pulfe, which is found
to vary exceedingly in different habits of
Body :—A difference in the fize and
diftribution of the Artery conflituting the
Pulfe, will alfo occafion a very different
impreflion on the Finger, in regard to 1ts

Strength or Weaknels 3 confequently, it
r::ught



on the CHILD-BED FEVER. 113:

ought to be alternately felt in each Arm
of the fame Perfon:—The general Fabit,
Age, and manner of living, will allo af-
ford great Information in this particu-
lar; for inftance, if the Patient is young,
and has previoufly enjoyed an uninter-
rupted ftate of health, with a keen appe-
tite and geod Digeftion; when the Pulfe
in {uch a Perfon feems to fink in the very
beginning, fuch a fudden alteration moft
probably arifes from Oppreffion, and not
Weaknefs, and requires the immediate
lofs of blood ;—particularly, if no profufe
Evacuation has preceded, fuch as a Ha-
morrhage, Diarrhcea, long Abftinence,
ﬁn}:‘iéty of mind with want of Reft, or
great bodily Fatigne :—QOn  the contrary,
if the has been of a valitudinary, hyfte-
rical Habit, with lax Fibres, a bad Di-
gfﬁiﬂn and pale Afpect; alanguid Pulfe,
with fuch appearances, may reafonably

L be
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be imputed to a want of bodily ftrength

rasher than opprefiion.

We are allo told, that on comprefling
the Artery at the Wrift, with the Finger,
that if from being {mall and apparently
wealk, it fyddenly becomes more {trong
and renitent, we may be fure *tis Opprel-
fion, and not Weaknefs, which then pre-
vails : —This, however, I think 15 not apn
Opinicn  well founded ;—for whether
the Artery beats languidly from re al
weaknefs, or the diminifhed impulfe of
the Heart, or whether the action of the
arterial Syftem is overcome by too great a
P]Lultbuﬂ of the Veflels, the efie@ will
hr: nea r13 the fame in both cafes, and the
Artery will a& weakly on the touch.

The degree of i’crcngth will be better
known by attending to the more obvious

Signs of Strength or Weaknefs, and by
regarding the flownefs or frequency of the
Pulfc; for, in pmportmﬁ as the bodily

‘:trﬁnﬂrtﬂ
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Strength is exhaufted, it increafes in fre-
quency, and on the contrary; when the
Strength remains unimpaired, the number
of Pulfations are proportionably lefs, but
being both more full and ftrong, the cir-
culation 1s then more uniformly carried on
than when the Artery beats quicker; for
the free and equal diftribution ef the blood
through its veflels, does not depend upon
the frequency of the Heart’s contraction,
but on the degree of Strength and energy

with which it aés at each Pulfation.
But the moft fecure way of proceeding in
doubtful cafes, will be to feel the Pulfe
during the time that blood is flowing
from the Vein;—if the ftrokes become
more ftrong, ample and free, the quantity
to be taken away may be increafed; but
on the contrary, if it finks and lofes its
equality, the bleéding orifice thould im-
“mediately be clofed ; at the fame time ta-
king care not to be impofed upon, by
P 3 that
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that Langour of the Pulfe, which may
“be brought on from the compreflion of
the Artery, by am overtightnefs of the
Ligature round the Arm.

It was necefary to be the more parti=
eular on this head, as there is a great
Jdiference between Nature oppreft, and
Nature exhaufted ; and as the fafety of
the Patient principally de pends upon mak-
ing a true diftin&ion between a real
want of firength and that which is Ghly
apparent. |
" Without we are previoully #cquainted
with the natural ftate of the Pulfe, and
its number of {rokes 1n 2 minute, when
the body is in Health, bat little Infor-
mation can be had when we are told that
it beats a hundred and twenty, or any
certain number of firokes in a minute, 1n
the time of a Difeafe :—1I have therefore,
in the Hiftory of the c:e.f;s' which follow,

T
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rather chofen to fignify the degree of fe-
verith heat, by the general terms of weak
and ftrong, quick or flow, as applied to
the Pulfe, than by mentioning the precife
number of its ftrokes in a minute.

From thefe preceding general Obferva=
tions, the Indication of Cure is to be
taken ;—hence it will follow, that Bleed-
ing ought to be direted at the very onfet
of the Difeafe ;—fecondly, that it will be
neceffary to diminifh the violence and du-
ration of the Cold-Fit; thirdly, that the
redundant, corrupred Bile is to be evacua-
ted and correted as foon as poffible;
tourthly, that the Diarrbea, when exce(-
five, ought to be reftrained by emollient,
anodyne Clyfters, and gentle Sﬁdoriﬁcks,
or even by Opiates and mild Aftringents,
when the Patient’s ftrength begins to
ﬁnk under the long-continued difcharge;
and laftly, that where the Signs of Purre-
faélion or Intermiffion appear, that Antifep-

tics
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tics and the Peruvian BarR may be ad-
miniftered.

The choice of Remedies is often a mat-
ter of great difficulty, even to thofe moft
converfant with the nature of Difeafes;
and after that is determined, ’tis not {o
much the Medicine itflf, as the applica-
tion of it which renders it truely falutary ;
for as things derive their value from their
proper ufe, fo efficacious Medicines inju-
dicioudly adminiftered, like bleflings per-
verted, are of all others, the moff dange-
rous 3 fince whatever is powerfully good
when properly given, will become as
powerfully bad if mifapplied.

As it is of great ufe to difcover by a
£ir trial, what Medicines are principally
to be depended upon in the cure of par-
ticular Difeafes, fo it would be highly
(ervicable if thofe in Praice, confticus
of their own upright intention, would alfo

VCa -
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venture, candidly to point out fuch Me-
thods and Medicines, as they had found
either ufelefs Grtprsz;a’ifz}z!.

In general, I think too much is at-
tempted by Medicines; and as their
proper application requires much fkill,
{fo it ought no Jefs to be deemed true
medical knowledge to determine when
it 1s better to ftand ftill and watch the
operations of Nature, rather than to
proceed in the dark, and to run the
riflk of thwarting her falutary endea-
vours :—DBy fuch means fome Difeafes
either become tedious in the cure, if hap-
pily they are cured at all, which, in a
manner left to themfelves, or treated by
fimple Remedies, would perhaps be ter-
minated more favorably ; efpecially where
the habit of Body is good, the Vifcera
found, and the natural fecretions neither
greatly defecive nor perverted,

: Nothjng
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Nothing can be more blamable than
that precipitate and defultory method of
flying from one Medicine to another, at
the appearance of every new Symptom,
and that too, without waiting a fufficient
time to obferve the effedt of any s it 18
indeed prefcribing far the Sympioms only,
inftead of the Caufe of the Difeafe from
which they {pring, and 1s not ating mote
rationally than he who fhould attempt to
clear his garden of weeds by plucking off
their leaves. - '

In regard to the lofs of blood, the quantity
tobe takenaway is not fo much to be deter-
mined by its appearance, as by the degree
of Pain, Fever, and difficulty of breath-
ing ; for its fiziencfi is not uncommon in
pregnant Women, evenina ftate of health ;
and in Difeafes of the inflammatory kind,
it feems to be the Confequence, and not

the Caufe of the Inflammation, for the
firft-
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firt-drawn blood is {cldom ever fo fizy as
that takenh away after the continuance
of the Fever.

When the Patient isyoung and plethoric,
the Pulfe full, the Thirf great, the Skin
dry, and the Urine high coloured; fhe
may lofe eight or ten ounces of Blood,
in the beginning, with great fafety and ad-
vantage, and a fmaller quantity may after-
wards be repeatedly taken away, in pro-
portion to the violence of the Symptoms.

Large draughts of warm Tea, or any
other diluting Liquor may then be given,
and afterwards, Bladders half full of hot
Water may be wrapped in Flannels and
applied to the foles of the Feet,—the Ax-
1ll and Sides, in order to leflen the vio=
lence of the cold. fit and to keep up the
Circulation in the Extremities dnd Sur-
face of the Body, where it is the moft

languid.—One would have imagined

Q_ that
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that the warm Bath bid fairer to anf{wer
this intention than any thing elfe, as 1t
a&s as a univerfal Fomentation applied to
the furface of the body; and the rather
Gnce it hasbeen found to procure almelt 1n=
ftant eafe in other Diforders of the Bow=
cls; but to the confufion of all Theory, in
thofe cafes where 1t was tried, it did not
anfiver my expectation, and by what I
could learn, {ucceeded mno better with
others, for the greateft part of thofé died
for whom it was direted .—This how-
ever might probably be owing to the
want of Bleeding, which was generally
neglected in the beginning, of becaufe,
like that, it was made ufe of too late,
viz. after the formation of Matter in the
Abdomen.

Upon the whole, the warm Bath, by
firft alting as a Refolvent, from an abforp=

tion of the aqueous Particlesinto the blood,
will
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will footh the Nerves, relax the Skin and
enlarge the Pores, and therefore, will tend
to promote a free Perfpiration, without
heating the body; and as I am ftill inclined
to think favorably of it, when feafonably
applied, could wifh to recommend it as a
Remedy which deferves a further trial.
When the Bathis thoughtnecefiary,abath-
ing Tub near two parts full of warm water,
may be placed by the Patient’s Bed-fide,
into which fhe may be gently lifted, and
fuffered to remain for ten, fifteen Minutes,
or longer if the does not grow faint:—
When fhe 1s taken out, a clean, warm
ftheet may inftantly be applied all over
her body, to {fpunge up the moifture, af-
ter which, a loofe Flannel Gown, long
enough to come down to her Feet, may
be put on warm next the fkin, and
draughts of any thin diluting fluid. may
then be given in Bed, to promote a free
perfpiration.

(‘1_2 [Cw
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The Bath fhould only be of a tempe-
rate degree of heat, otherwife, inftead of
relaxing, it will crifp the fibres of the
Skin and defeat the very purpofes for
which it was intended.

To evacuate the offending Bile from the
8tomach, nothing prawmi.i more effectual
than the following Emetic.

R.  Tart. emet. gr.iifs

Aq. alex. fimp. 3ifs

Oxymel. Scillit. 3iii mifce.
It a&ed much fooner than the Ipecacoanba,
and did not bring on fuch intolerable and
long-continued ficknefs after its firlt opera-
tion; which perhaps might be owing
to 2 more perfeét folution of the Antimo-
ny by the acidity of the Qxymel :—It alfo
feems to poffefs a febrifuge quality, and
difpofes the Patient to {weat; bat this
might probably be owing to what is
common with other Emetics, which pro-
duce fuch an effet by agitating the body,
| ) | When
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When the Naufea and ficknefs at the
Stomach are violent, the Vomit fhould be
waai;;::r, but if it is fcarcely affected,
that may bz wholly omitted, and a gen-
tle Laxative given after Bleeding, which,
by cooling the body, and procuring a
free difcharge for the Bile, will pre-
vent it from regurgitating into the Sto-
mach.

Bleeding ought always to precede the
the Emetic for the reafons already given,
and alfo becaufe the abdominal Vifce-
ra will fuffer lefs from the efforts of
Vomiting when the Veflels are moft
empty. |

After the greateft part of the Bile has
been. rejected, either by a fpontaneous
Vomiting or the emetic Draught, the
Putrefcence, or rancid Acrimony of what
remains, fhould alfo be corrected :—The
acelcent vegetable Juices feemed the mofl

likely
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likely to anfwer this intention, as thofe
of Oranges, Lemons, &c. I therefore,
at firft directed them, in large Draughts
of weak Tea, or Barly-Water; but
fuch was the tendernefs and irritability
of the Inteftines, that, by the continu=
ance of this Method, the Patient would
foon have been purged to death, and
confequently they were immediately laid
afide :—We alfo tried the Saline Mixture,
where the Acid was exactly nuteralized,
and which, on many accounts, promif-
ed fair for a ufeful Medicine, but that
alfo proved fo purgative, that it could fel-
dom be fafely continued, without the ad-
dition of the Sperm. Ceti and Gum Arab.
which rendered it more foft and friend=
ly to the Stomach and Bowels; tho’
this alteration was not always {ufficient
to remedy the inconvenience complain~

ed of.
The
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The following Draught, which is pur-
pofely directed in a fmaller quantity than
ufual, may be given every four or five
hours, or at any time as occafion may re-
quire.

R Sperm. Ceti
Mucilag. Gum Arab. aa 3fs bene
tritis & f{ubactis, fensim adde
Succ. Limon. 3{s, cum quantitate
{ufficient. Sal. Abfinth. {aturat.
Aq. Cinnamom. Simp. 3i

- Syr. balfamic. 3i, mifce.

The faline Mixture given in a ftate of
Effervefcence, has fometimes been known
to ftop the moft violent bilious Vomitings,
where every thing elfe had been tried in
vain.

The frothing or conflict, which arifes
on mixing the Acid and Alkali, feems
more properly Ebullition than Fermenta-
tion ; yet, there is reafon to believe that
the effect of this Medicine given as above,

15
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is produced by fomething fimilar to what -
the Chymifts call Gas Sylveftre, or the Efflu-
via which efcapes from fermenting Li-
quors, and which will fivecten and reftore
fleth that was become putrid and ftinking.
So powerfully antifeptic is this Jubsile
Gas, that we are told, the Plague at Miar-
feilles was ftopped by its influence ; for |
that dreadful calamity fuddenly ceafed
foon after the Vintage, and this was {up-
pofed to happen by means of the Vapours
arifing from the vaft quantities of ferment-
ing new Wines made there, altho’ the cons
jecture feems fomewhat improbable.
Where this Fever arifes from the violent
paffions of the Mind, and attacks a Patient
of a plethoric habit, attended with a Ds-
lirium, an Emetic would be very im-
proper: Half an ounce of Lemon Juice, in
a Tea-cup-full of Water, may therefore,
for once, be given, upon which, a fcruple
or more of the Sal Abfinth. diffolved in

the
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the fame quantity, may be drank immedi-
ately after, {o as to produce an Effervefence
in the Stomach, from which none of the
{ubtile Efluvia can efcape, and therefore,
it will ftill more efte¢tually an{wer the in-
tention of corretting the corrupted Bile,
efpecially if the alkaline Salt is allowed to
predominate ; for the procefs of fweet-
ening and purifying rancid Train Oil,
depends chiefly upon its antifeptic prin=
ciple.

This Mixture will alfo evacuate gently
by ftool, which will be the more neceflary,
~where no Emetic has previoufly been
given.

Thofe who dire@ Medicines in this
Difeafe, are extremely devided in their opi-
nions concerning the Diarrhcea ;—being
in doubt whether it is c#7#7cal or fymptoma-
fic: An Evacuation happening {fo early
as to ufher in the Difeafe, cannot properly

R be
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be confidered otherwife than Symptomatic,
as 1 have already endeavoured to fhew;
but wherever the Cafe appears perplexing,
the beft and fure(t way will be to keep a
watchful eye on the Patient ;—if fhe is
much relieved by the appearance of this,
or any other Difcharge, it never ought
{uddenly to be fupprefled ; but on the con-
trary, if the Symptoms either continue
without mitigation or are aggravated, and
-above all, if her Strength begins hourly
to fink and decline, {fuch an Evacua-
tion {hould fpeedily be reftrained or to-
tally taken away, if it is in the power of
Medicine to do it ; without lofing time in
making diftinétions which are more nice
than ufeful :—But however fimple and ob-
vious this method may appear, it has not
always been fufficiently attended to.
When the Diarrheea is zruely crstical,

which is feldom the cafe, it commences

later ;
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later ;—the Stools are more confiftent, and
of a yellowith hue,—the Belly is foft,—
the Appetite and Sleep remain, and the
+Patient is much relieved ;:—On the con-
trary, in the Symptomatic Diarrheea, the
Stools are more black and flimy, at laft
becoming watery, and fometimes of a
dark Olive-colour, or like that of ruf-
ty Iron; the Thirft and Fever continue,
and the Belly is tenfe and painful.

But altho’ the Diarrheea is not ftrictly
critical, yet it manifeftly affords relief in
the early ftate of the Difeafe, and there-
fore, ocught not to be flopped by Cprazes
or Affringents, which are highly injuri-
ous, efpecially in ftrong, pletheric ha-
bits, where Bleeding has been neglect-
ed: By conftipating the Bowels, they
will concentrate the Sordes colleted
there; and if the Purging does not re-
turn, great oppreflion at the Stomach will
follow, with an increafe of the Thirft,
s R 2 Sick«
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Sicknefs and Naufea :—In fhort, when-
ever thefe Medicines are thus unfeafona-
bly adminiftered, they will always be at=
;endf:d with the worft of confequences,
and an aggravation of all the feverifl
Symptoms.

On the contrary, when the Body is kept
laxative, the Inteftines are unloaded of
their putrid contents,—the Sicknefs and
Oppreflion are relieved, and the Fever
confiderably abated.

Emollient Clyfters prepared from frefh
animal f{ubftances, fhould next be fre-
quently adminiftered, and the longer they
remain with the Patient, {fo much ihe bet-
ter, as they will then more effcétually
cherith the Bowels by their gentle warmth
and relaxing vapour, and a& as an inter-
nal Fomentation to the whole abdominal
Vifcera ;—Befides, by being abforbed,
they will dilute the Blood and become
powerfully refolvent. :

Seven
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Seven or eight Ounces of Chicken or
Beef Water, or a weak decofion of
Chicken Guts, without Salt or any other
addition will anfwer the purpofe ex-
tremely well ; but all fuch Clyfters fhould
only be given milk-warm, and in a fmall
quantity, otherwife they will diftend the
.inte&ines, and by creating pain, will foon
be forced away. o

Whenever the Bowels are affected with
pain, Opiates, after Evacuations, are beft
given in Clyfters; being then immediate-
i}f applied as it were to the naked Nerves
of the affected part ;—hence they diminifh
the irritability of the Inteftines,—relieve
the Pain, procure Sleep and are lefs liable
to aifect the Head,,-than-when given by
the Mouth :—Thus, g xxx of the Tind.
Thebaic may be ag:lded, as occafion may
fequire. -

Clyfters of the Cathertic kind, are alfo
neceflary before the ufe of Purgatives,

| when
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when . the Patient has been long coftive ;
for where the laft have been given and do
not readily pafs, the moft fevere gripings
and tormina will be brought on.

Some are {o timorous, that they will
not venture to give Laxatives ’till the
fourth or fifth day after Delivery, left they
{hould check the lochial Difcharge, or brin g
on a dangerous purging ;—but thefe are
unneceflary cautions, for I never knew
the Lochia interrupted, nor any Diarrhcea
brought on by their feafonable and proper
ufe ; but on the contrary, the laft will of-
ten {uddenly happen, where the Body is
fuffered to remain too long coftive, in con-
fequence of the Inteftines being over-dif-
tended with the indurated Feeces, which
create Pain and ‘ftimulate them to ex pelt
their contents.

The Head-ach,—a Dilirium, or Fever,ﬁ
are fometimes brought on by omitting the
ufe of Laxatives, which may be given with

faﬁ:tg
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fafety at any time, but are indifpenfabl}r
neceflary about the fecond or third day after
Delivery; efpecially in ftrong Habits,
where the Patient does not intend to
fuckle her Child :—In fhort, the miore
the Body is kept cool and temperate, by a
Jfolutive Regimen, the better chance fhe
will have to avoid a Fever, and the more
regularly will all the natural Secretions
and Excretions be carried on.

The following laxative Mixture, which
is extremely gentle and pleafant, may be
dire&ed in the quantity of two {poonfuls,

or more, every two or three hours, till it
Prnduc&s an effet.

R.

Ol. K3d¢ini, cum Vitel, Ovi folut., 31
Magnes. alb. 3ii

Mann. calab. 3iii
Aq. Hyfiop. 3viii fiat Miftura.
As foon as the Stomach and Bowels

are {ufficiently emptied, the following A47-
)

timonial
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timonial Powder may immediately be admi-
niftered ; but fometimes it proves violent-
ly irritating, even in very {fmall quantities,
and will produce a dangerous fuperpur-
gation if not managed with the greateft
caution :—If this fhould happen, five drops
of Thebaic Tinéture may be occafionally
added to each dofe of the Julep in which it
is to be given.
R.
Tart. emet. gtifs
Magnes alb. 31
accuraté contere & fiat pulv. in fex pote
tiones dividendus, quarum fumat unam
ata- quaq. hora, vel fubinde pro re nati,
cum Cyath. Julep. fequentis.
R
Aq. Cin. fimp.
Menth. v. fimp. aa 3iv
Syr. Croci 3iii mifce & fiat Julepum.
When the firft or fecond dofe of the Pow-
ders, produces no fenfible effedt, it may
and
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be given oftener, and in a larger quantity ;
and if they at laft bring on a gentle peripi-
ration all over the Body, with a warmth
of the Extremities and an abatement of the
Thirft, they generally afford relief ;—but
fhould then be given by longer intervals,
let they thould weaken the Patient too
much ;—hoewever upon the whole, [ know
nothing better than emesic Tartar in very
{mall dofes; with the addition of an
Opiate, if neceflary, efpecially after Eva-
cuations, for it not only feems to combat
the Fever, but much more fafely and
effectually reftrains the Diarrhcea than
Aftringents, by promoting Perfpiration
and excitiny & Naufsa at the Stomach,
which in {ume ﬁtafurc, inverts the excef-
five periltaltic motion of the Intetines,
and prevents their frequent difcharge.
When the Padent was much reduced by
a return of the evening Paroxvim, with
wandering Pains, dejelion of Spirits, and

S a
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2 torpor and coldnefs of the Extremities ;
the third part of a grain of this Medicine,
given about an hour before its approach,
afforded fenfible relief.

The Perfpiration may be moderately
encouraged by plentiful dilution with
weak Tea, or if the Purging is violent,
with Rice-water, which generally.agreed
better with the Patient than any thing
elfe :—DBut the Sweats excited by a heat-
ing Regimen, which {timulates the So-
lids and increafes their action on the
Blood, are highly prejudicial, and often
deftructive to the Patient ; as well as thofe
brought on by an immoderate quantity of
Bed-cloaths, or keeping the Room too hot
and clofe :—For, if thofe in perfe&t health
foon grow faint and languid, when de-
prived of cool, pure-Air; the fame effect
in a much greater degree, will neceffarily
- happen in the Body, when weakened and
opprefied by the force of a Difeafe.

ANy hen-
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Whenever the Weather is intemperately
hot, the freth Air thould therefore always
be allowed to breathe in at that pﬁrt of the
Bed-chamber moft diftant from the Pa-
tient, which will gradually diffufe itfclf
around, and revive her exceedingly, with-
out the leaft danger of catching Cold.

When the Bowels are ftripped of their
Mucus, they become {o exceedingly ten-
der, and the Stools are fo frequent, that
fhe will foon fink under the Difcharge, if
Medicines of the irritating kind are cons
tinued :—The Rice-water, ufed for com-
mon drink, may now be given with the
addition of Gum Arabic, in the_ propor-
 tion of half an ounce to a pint; and where
the Pulfe is feeble and the Patient much
exhaufted, a common {poonful of Brandy
may be occafionally added to that quantity
rather than’Wine, which is apt to turn
four on the Stomach and to occafion

S 2 pin{'hingg



140 PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

pinchings in the Bowels, with an increale
of the Diarracza.

Nourithment that is light and very fim-
ple, fhould now be given often and in
fmall quantitics :—Beef or Chicken-wa-
ter, poured from the dregs, after the fat
has been taken off the furface, and
gently boiled with ground Rice, and the
addition of a ftick of Cinnamon, was
found to agree with the Stomach, and 1s
alfo extremely foft and friendly to the
Rowels, as it will fupply them with arti-
ficial Macus and nourith the Bedy at the
fame time. |

Whenever the ftrength is evidently per-
ceived to fink under the excefs of the Di-
arrheea, three Grains of the Pil. e Styrace,
or the following Bolus may be given
at difcretion, with a fpoonful of fimple
Cinnamon water, or a very {mall quanti-
ty of any other grateful fluid; for, in fuch
cafes, Medicines in a folid form, are

ths
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the longeft retained, and therefore, the
moft elegible,
R.
Pulv. e Bolo comp. cum Opio 3i
Syr. e Cort. Aurant. q s. ut fiat Bolus.

Should the.difcharge notwithftanding,
continue cbitinate, with fevere pains in
the Bowels; Clyfters, prepared with Jel-
ly cf Starch and the Yolks of Eggs, in
equal proportions, and diffolved in a fuffi-
cient quantity of Rice-water, with the
addition of ;ﬂirt}f or forty drops of The-
baic Tincture, may be adminiftered by in-
tervals, as occafiop may require, and
will often procure immediate eafe.

The progrefs of this Difeafe is often fo
rapid, that there is not {ufficient time ta
wait for a regular or diftin¢t Intermiffion,
as in ather Fevers, and therefore, if the
Bark is given at all, that muft be done at
the moft favourable opportunity.

| It
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It was obferved, that this Difeafe be-

comes a true Febris purulenta in its decline,
from the abforption of the corrupted flu-
ids ftagnating in the cavity of the Abdo-
men, altho it was ftrictly Inflammatory in
the beginning :—It therefore appears, that
the putrefaction at this time exifting in the
Habit, like the Sizinefs of the Blood,—
the bilious Vomiting and Diarrheea, is
the Confequence and not the Caufe of this
Fever.

Indeed, there is reafon to believe that
very few Difeafes are putrid in the begin-
ning, and that all, or moft of them, have a
tﬂnﬂency to become fo towards their con-
clufion.

~ Here it were to be withed, .that the ef-
ficacy of that fovereign Remedy, the Pe-
ruvian Bark, might fecure the Patient
from danger ; but both reafon and expe-

rience, as well as the very nature of the
Difeafe
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Difeafe itfelf, in a2 manner exclude all
hopes of relief ; for, altho’ its liberal ufe
mightdpﬂfﬁb]}r be fuflicient to deftroy the
putrefative tendency begun in the Body,
by the abforption of the corrupted fiuids ;
yet the large quantity {till remiining in the
cavity of the Abdomen, from which it can-
not be evacuated, mufit nﬂceﬂhrily prove
deftruétive :—However, as we cannot al-
ways be certain when Matter is formed,
all pD[ﬁblc means fhould be tried, and it
ought to be given at all events.

It has been feared, that the ufe of this
Medicine = might fupprefs the Lochia ;
but I am aflured from repeated experi-
ence, that it may be given to Women
after Delivery, with great fafety when-
ever it is neceflary; for, I nevér could
obferve that it produced any bad ef-
fe&, or diminithed that difcharge; on
the contrary, it often” altered its quality
for the better, and z2lfo rather feemed ‘to

Hy~
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increafe its quantity, efpecially in Women
who were weak and delicate.

Sometimes the Bark increafed the Purg-
ing, and even brought it on again after it
had ceafed ;—in {uch cafes, it was neeel-
fary to join five Grains of the pulv. e Bolo
comp. cum Opio, with each of the fol«
lowing Dravghts.

R.

Cort. Peruvian. pulv, 5

Aq. font. lbii leni igne cog, ¢d demid.
& {ub finem adjice

Fol. Rofar, rub. fice. 3ii—cola,

R.

Hujus colat: 3ifs

Extract. peruv. Cort. moll. 3i

Aq. Cinn. fpt. 3iij

Confect, Alkerm. 3i. fiat haultus alternis
horis exhibendus.

When the firt Draught was found to
purge too much, I fometimes directed
the tollowing,

R.
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R.
Cort. Peruv. 31
Granat. 3iii

Aq Ibii ad demid. cog. & cola.
R.

Colat. Zifs
Tin&. Cinn. 3ii
Thebaic gt x,
Confe&, Alkerm. 3i f. hauftus.
Bliffers have {eldom been applied in the

cafes of Lying-in Women, on account of
their feverity, efpecially from the fear of
that tormenting diforder the Stranguary ;
but if, as many imagine, they produce
their good effecs by their powerful Sti-
mulus, and by raifing an Inflammation
on the Skin, rather than by the Difcharge
they occafion ; the application of Sinap:fms
will then effectually anfwer the purpofe,
without any danger of that complaint, and
therefore, will deferve the preference to
Blifters prepared with Contharides ; tho’

& I
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I have not yet feen them ufficiently tried
to recommend them from my own expe~
rience.

Tho’ we are told, that Blifters are im=
proper and injurious, ’till the fulliefs and
frequency of the Pulfe fubfides ; yet I
would wifh it cver to be remembered,
that, whether we endeavour to relieve the
Patient by this or any other means, it
muft be early, or it will not be at all ; and
therefore, after Bleedin g and Evacuations,
as foon as that alarming Symptom appears,
which denotes an Inflammation of the
Omentum, viz. Pain dartmg downwards
from the Stomach to the Navel, it will
be advifable immediately to apply either a
Blifter or a Sinapifm, to-one or botk Sides.

This Pratice, Ithink, will be {ufficient=
ly juftified by the great relief they afford

in fixed pleuritic Pains, or wherever there
is local Inflammation,

f’?fﬁfﬂg
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Volatile Liniments and penetrating To-
pics have alfo been found fervicable, and
therefore may be tried, particularly where
the ufe of Blifters appears exceptionable
or improper,

Thefe are the beft reafons that I am
able to zflign for the expediency of the
Remedies pointed out in the Child-bed Fe-
ver 3 but I did not venture to truit to
them from Theory only, nor expelted
that others thould do {o, ’till Ob{ervation
and Experience had convinced me of their
good effects ; particularly, early and copi-
ous Bleeding and the Antiphlogifiic Method,
which I am therefore defirous to recom-
mend, in preference to every thing which
I have hitherto feen tried in the cure of
¢hat fatal Difeafe,

T2 2B C T,
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Of the Prophylactic Method, or Means con-
tributing to prevent the Difeafe,

T HE Child-bed Fever, when produ-
ced by a diftemperature of the Air,
like the epidemical Dyfentery, or ulcerous
Sore-Throat, may at laft becorhe infecti-
ous ; but when it only arifes from fuch
accidental Caufes as have already been
enumerated, and which are confined to
particular Habits and Conflitutions, it will
then end where it began, and never com=
municate itfelf to a fecond Perfon.

"Tis probable, that many Difeafes which
are forefeen, might either h_é prevented or
rendered lefs dangerous in their event, bf
what is called the prophylattic Method,—a
branch of Phyfic not hitherto {qfl_i;i_er;ﬂ;:,
cultivated. | - L

Sydeiibam,
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Sydenl am fuppofes, that of thofe Women
who fail in Child-bed, fcarcely onein ten
of them die for want of ftrength, or by
what they have endured in Labour; but
in confequence of rifing too foon from
bed ; and therefore, would not have them
taken up at leaft "till the tenth day after
Delivery :—There is fo much reafon in
this obfervation that it ought to be duly
regarded ; butI think it may be faid with
truth, that the proportion of thofe dy-
ing of the Child-bed Fever, compared to
the number who die from dangerous or
difficult Labours, is at leaft double of that
mentioned by Dr. Sydenbam.

It 1s {fometimes eafier to avoid the ap-
proach of an evil than to find a Remedy
for it when prefent, and every attempt
towards it will be more or lefs necef=
{fary in proportion to the danger of the
evil itfelf ;—now fince it appears that the
Child-bed Fever, in the epidemical fea-

fon
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fon is frequently fatal; it would be a
moft defirable circumﬁange, and a thing
of real importance, if means could be de-
vifed to fecure Women from its influ-
ence. .

I fhould be inclined to hope that this
is pofiible, at lealt in a certain degree, and
the rather from what has been judicioufly
and experimentally laid down cn the fub-
je&k of Fevers and Infeéfion by Dr. Lind;
or, altho’ the Difeafe thould appear, the
Symptoms would probably be milder and
the event more favorable, as in cafes of the
Small Pox after due preparation,

It has been obferved that the more the
Body is endowed with an exquifite degree
of fenfibility, the more it becomes difpofed
to receive InfeGion :—Would it not there-
fore, be rational and expedient when this
Difeafe is moft frequent and fatal, to ad-
minifter fuch Medicines, a few days before
and after Delivery, as have been known to

ftrengthen
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firengthen the Conftitution and to dimi-
nith the fenfibility and irritability of the
Habit?  If fo, nnthing would fo power-
fully contribute to this end, as the liberal
ufe of the Peruvian Bark; together with
the Chalybeate Waters, particularly thofs
of Pyrmiont or Spa.—Where the Nervous
Syftem is extremely irritable, and thrown
into diforder from {light, accidental Caufes,
the prudent ufe of Opium will al{o be at-
tended with great advantage; as it will re=
ftore reft to the Body and tranquility to the
Mind, by difpofefling it of thofe difquiets
ing ideas which difturb and pervert the
natural Secretions, and tend to excite 2
Fever :—It has. been fuppofed, that this
Medicine will fufpend the bodily powers,
and render nature torpid and fluggith in
thaking off Difeafes ; but it appears too
hafty a conjeure, for in Women of hy{-
terical habits, who frequently fuffer much

from agitation of Mind, and where the

Pulle
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Pulfe from thence becomes quick, weak
and tremulous, there is not perhaps to be
found, a more fovereign and effectual cor-
dial in the whole Materia Medica.

It will alfo be neceflary to caution
the Patient againft all {fuch adventitious
Caufes as have been known either fingly
to produce this Fever, or to add to the
influence of the Air in bringing it
on ;—fuch as fudden terrcr or long-con=
tinued diftrefs of Mind,-=rifing too {oon
from Bed after Delivery, Errors in Diet,
or cold Air admitted to the Body in a full
ftream.—Her food fhould be fimple, eafy
of digeftion, and chiefly of the vegetable
acefcent kind ; her drink may be Wine
and Water acidulated with Orange-juice,
or any of the grateful Acids.—She thould
ufe gentle Exercife, and breathe a free
open Air, guarding againft all fudden
changes from one extreme to another:
The Bed-chamber after Delivery, thould

be
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be cool, and neither incommoded with
much noife or a ftrong light ;—in a word,
the Body fhould be kept ftill and quiet,
and every thing {hould be carefully avoid-
ed which difagreeably engages the atten-
tion of the Mind.

How far fome of thofe Rules and Cau-
tions might be conducive to the preferva=
tion of Women, if duly regarded before
Delivery, I cannot from Experience deter-
mine, 2as the Patients at the Weflminfler
Hofpital were always received in aétual
Labour ; and confidering how much peo-
ple in general are {fwayed by opinion and
vulgar prejudice, I did not chufe to urge
this matter too far in private praltice, left
by its novelty, it thould carry with it the
appearance of an Experiment, to which,
thofe of weak underftandings are always
averfe, however fafe and rational it might
‘be in itfelf, or however ufeful it might
prove in the conclufion.

U The
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The pernicious cuftom of binding the
Body too tight, is alfo to be avoided, as it
will produce difficalty of breathing, Head-
ach and oppreflion at the Stomach.

Particular Odors will likewife occafion
very bad effes, and have an inconceiv-
able power on fome particular Women of
a delicate, hyfterical habit; being fome-
times known to bring on ficknefs at the
Stomach, a Dilirium and Faintings.

I think it will be advifable for the Pa-
tient to fucklc her Child, at leaft for the
firft three Weeks or a Month, altho’ the
principal danger feems to be over before
the end of a Fortnight ;—for, notwith-
ftanding what Hippocrates mentions con-
cerning the Wife of Philinus, who was
feized with a Rigor on the Fourteenth
day after Delivery, followed with an ob-
ftruétion of the Lochia and fome Symp-
toms of this Fever, her cafe does not ap-

pear to have been truly fimilar to that
under
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under confideration ; a Rigor being com-
mon to other Févers as well as that pe-
culiar to Child-bed Women*,

Nothing will fo foon difpofe Women to
this Fever, as breathing a putrid, confined
Air, efpecially if it be warm and moift, for
thefe qualities will deftroy its elaftic power,
and not only render it unfit for refpira-
tion, but alfo more apt to generate Difeafes
of the putrid kind,

Pen gives a very firiking and felf-evi-
dent proof of this circumftance, having
obferved, that in Hofpitals where Wo-
men were delivered in the Wards among
the wounded, a great many of them died;
fo as to occafion a fufpicion of the {kill or
attention of thofe who delivered them+-:
The circumftange being attentively confi-
--dered, it was difcovered, that this uncom-
mon mortality was owing ta the pusrid
Effluvia continually exhaling from the

Uz wounds
“ Hippocrat. de Morb. vulgar. lib. i. pag. 9?6.
T Peg la pratiq. des accouch. Liv, ii, chap. 1 pag. 268,

ro
g
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wounds of the fick ; and as a confirma-
tion of this conjefture, it was obferved,
thatas the number of wounded Patients in-
creafed, fo did this contagious Fever among
the Child-bed Women, and vice verfi.

This circumftance will fuggeft a very
ufeful hint, which ought to be duly re-
garded by all thofe who have the direction
and fuperintendency of Public Lying-in
Hofpitals :—The Wards fhould not be
over-cronded with Beds, the better to
avoid the danger of breathing Air that is
rendered impure by a great number of
People confined in a narrow fpace, and
alfo the cries of Children and the noife of
fuch Women as may be in Labour ;——the
different Wards thould not only be kept
exceeding clean, but alfo ventilated by a
ftream of freth Air pafling through them,
as they becamne empty by fucceflion, and
afterwards, {prinkled with Vinegar ;—a
method which wag conftantly oblerved at

the
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the Weftminfler New Lying-in Hofpital, du-
ring the epidemical Seafon :—They may
alfo be fumigated with the fragrant Gums,
as fhoﬁ: of Myrrb, and Gum Copal, with
the addition of Cafcarilla Bark ; but above
all, the fleams of boiling Vinegar, to
which, Lavendar Flpwers have been added,
with a {mall quantity of Camphire, may
frequently be taken into the Lungs, as
the moft grateful and effectual prefervative
that perhaps is to be found.

LI'}'I(ZIObeEI'YEE, that the admiffion of the
pureft Air or the moft perfe& ventilation,
is not always fufficient to abate the a&i-
vity, or diflodge the 7nfectious Matter from
the place of its refidence ; he therefore re-
commends the proper application of Fire
and Smoke, as the moft certain and effec-
tual means of extinguithing the fource
of the contagion :—He alfo advifes the
burning of Wood Fires, as it has been
gxperimentally found, that the Smoke of

burn-
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burning Wood not only tends greatly to
abate its violence, but alfo to preferve the
uninfected from its malignant power.

He dire@s the Wards, or infefted
Chambers of the fick, to be clofely fhut
up, and then to be fumigated with Brim-

. flone flrewed on Charcoal Fires; and fur-
ther adds, that, except the Plague itfelf,
no InfeGtions more peftilential and mortal,
have ever been known to prevail any
where, than thofe in fome Ships ; yet he
never heard of any Ship which did not im-
mediately become healthy, after being
thus carefully and properly fumigated*,

Next to the Smoke of burning Wood,
efpecially that of Spruce, or the terebinthi-
nate kind, he elteems the fumes of Gun-
powder, for purifying a tainted Air.

" The Matrons of fuch Hofpitals thould take
care that the Nurfes do their Duty, and
fre-

* If we are not mifinformed, fome very late Accounts
from Abroad affure us, that the Plagae itfelf was prevenied
by methods of the like kind.
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frequently fupply the Patients with clean,
well-aired Linen; otherwife, the warmth
of the Weather in the Summer Seafon,
added to the heat of the Body, will occas
fion a corraption of the Lochia, which
will taint the Air, and not only render it

offenfive, but highly noxious. '
During the firt Week or ten days after
Delivery, Women fhould wear half Shifts
and Skirts, for the greater convenience of
changing them with eafe, as occafion
may require. .
In all Public Hofpitals there ought to be
particular Beds or Couches, for the fake
of delicacy and neatnefs, as well as to keep
the reft dry and clean:—Thefe delrvery-
Beds, as they are called, being placed up-
on cafters, may be brought clofe to ano-
ther Bed prepared for the reception of the
Patient, into which fhe may be gently
conveyed, after refting a little to reco-
ver her ftrength and fpirits from the fa-
tigue
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tigue of Labour :—This method will afs
ford exceeding comfort and refrefhment
to a Woman after Delivery, and will alfo
contribute greatly to her recovery, by re-
moving her from the wet Linen, which
would fubject her to take cold.

The Mattrefles and Bzdding thould of-
ten be infpected, and frequently expofed
to the Sun and open Air ; and all foul Li-
nen fhould immediately be removed out
cut of the Wards, together with the pu-
trid, bilious fluids, rejected by the Stomach
or Bowels.

When the Patients at the Hofpital
were helplefs, and unable to fit up in
Bed to take refrefhment; they were
fupported by a kind of balf-chair, made
for that purpofe, and placed behind the
back, which will be found extremely ufe-
ful on fuch occafions. |

5 E:C T,
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The H flory and Treatnient of the Difeafe fura
ther illufirated by particiler Cafes, with

Animadverfions and Remerks cn the whole.

T H E Reader will fee that the follow-

ing Cales were not {ct down with any
intenticn to thew how fuccefsfully they
were treated, but rather as Examples of
the dangerous tendency of the Difeafe,
which was oftentimes fuch as neither
Art or Nature had power to fubdue :—I
have paid no regard to the caution of
omitting {ome of thofe where it was
- fatal, or of inferting others where the
event was favorable ;—in fhort, I have
no where put a malk on the face of
the Difeafe, or fuppreflcd the mention
of a fingle circumftance which I thought
could prove of the leaft vle in being
known ; but have, at all; events, de-

X {cribed

ak
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fcribed it os T fcund it in the epide-
mical Seafon, and as it will be found by
others, -under the like circumnftances, viz.
dangerous in its nature and difficult of cure.

From what has been advanced, it ap-
pears, that the human body is fo con-
ftructed, as only to fuftain violence to 2
certain degree; and therefore, if the force
of a dangerous Difeafe is added to that
indifpofition brought upon the habit by
Delivery, itis generally then much more
fatal than at any other time ;—{o that cer-
tain Maladies which might have been fe-
parately endured, become deftruive by
their united power :—In the Small Pox,
for inftance, taken in the natural way,
about one in feven or eight will probably
die; but fuppofing thofe affected with it
to bz Women at the point of Delivery,

fcarcely one out of the whole number will
be found to recover.

CASE

|

[
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Elizabeth Waters, a2 young Woman cf a
- ftrong, healthy habit, aged twenty-one, was
delivered in the Wefiminfler New Lying-in
Hgfpital, Aprilthe 7th 1768. Onthe fourth
day after, the complained of the Head-ach,
which fhe faid, was owing to her being
difturbed by another Patient in Labour,
who lay near her in the fame Ward :—Her
Pulfe was tolerably goed, and neither ve-
ry full or frequent, butas her Head-ach
continued till the next morning, eight
ounces of Blood were then taken from the
Arm, which afforded her much gelief. -
She had Milk in her Breafts, and the Ls-
chia were difcharged in due quantity,
without any Pain or Tenfion of the Belly.
Two days afterwards, the pain in herHead
returned with violence, attended with
Thirt and Fever, for which fthe loft feven
ounces more Blood :—She took a laxative

X2 Mixe
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Mixture, which had its proper effe&, and
afterwards the faline Draughts every four
or five hours, from which the feemed bet-
ter, but as the pain in her Head ftill conti-
nued, I dire@ed Leeches to her Temples
the next evening, which gave her eafe.

She was apparently much better for a
few days, her appetite being good, and her
afpe& chearful, but foon after relapfed
and was feized with the moft {evere and
excruciating pains, like thofe of the acute
Rheumatifm, in her Limbs and Body :
She became quite helplefs, and was not
able to turn herfelf in Bed without af-
{iftance.

I attended this Patient with Dr. Brick-
enden, one of the Phyficians of the Hofpi-
tal :——We dire@ed the antimonial Pow-
ders, which fhe took as occafion required,
but without much relief, as the pains
continued, with a flow, lingering Fever,

for
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for feven or e:ight' days ; and as they aba-
ted, were fucceeded by a great number of
bluith difcolourations on the {kin, which
were terminated by Abfcefles in different
parts of theBody : As they advanced flowly
and did not point with tenfion and rednefs,
but were foft and of a pale livid ime; we
directed the Bark, with Wine and good
Nourithment to quicken the circulation
and affift nature in bringing them for-
wards, as they plainly appeared of the cri-
tical kind; but notwithftanding they were
conflantly poulticed twice a day, not one
of them came to fuppuration fo as to
break, even at the end of fix weeks from
the beginning of her Diforder ; She was
therefore removed to the #efminfler Hof-
prtal, where the Abfcefics, in number
Fighteen, as1was informed, were open-
ed, and after remaining fome weeks
there, {he at lalt recovered, and being

cured
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cured, and difcharged, came and returned
thanks at the Lying-in Hofpital.
Co A b AB  B

Elizabeth Becket, Aged twenty-fix, and
of a healthy conftitution, after a dif-
ficult Labour which lafted feveral hours,
was delivered of a dead Child at the Hgf.
pital, February the 18th, 176g.

She was affefted with the Head-ach,
and fick at Stomach, from the day of De-
livery, but did not Vomit,

February 19,—Her Pulfe being frequent
and fomewhat full and ftrong, and the
Head-ach violent, [ directed eight ounces
of Blood to be taken away ; an emollient |
Clyfter was then adminiftered, and fhe af-
terwards took the faline Draughts, with
Sperm. Ceti, every five or fix hours.—
Towards the evening fhe had four bilious
_ ﬂ-::rc:rls,. and appeared better.

»oth.—Her Thirft was exceflive,—her

Tongue white and dry,—fhe perfpired but
Jittle,



on the CHILD-BED FEVER. 167

little, and had three Evacuations by ftool;

the diluted plentifully with weak Tea, and
took her Medicines as before.

2 1{t.—Slept but Iittie, her Eyes were
blood-thot and prominent, and her Head-
ach not abated ;—her Skin was dry, and
her- Pulfe being f{tronger than ufual in
{uch cafes, eight ounces more Blood were
taken away.

22d.~She {lept the preceding night,
her Head-ach was greatly relieved, and
all the fcbrile Symptoms :ﬂ.rmnifE'::ftli,r
abated ; notwithftanding fhe remained
weak and helplefs, and had involun-
tary ftools for a few days after, but as
her ftrength increafed, this inconveni-
ence wore off, and in about a fortnight’s
time from the firlt attack, fhe perfect-
ly recovered.

The Milk continued till the fifth day,

and the /lochial Difcharge, did not feem
altered from its natural flate.
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I would not here have it inferred that
thefe two Patients recovered becaufe bleed-
ing was direGted, but rather from their
having this Fever, when the Seafon was not
fp.ffz'fmmif; for it is to be remarked, that
the attack 1is not then f{o violent, and all
the {ubfequent fymptoms are lefs fevere
fometimes there is little fhivering in the
beginning and the Diarrheea and bilious
Vomitings are either inconfiderable or do
not appear at all ;—the Pulfe is neither {o
quick or weak, and the Difeafe, inftead of
being terminated about the tenth or ele -
venth day, is often protracted far beyond
that period, from acute becoming truly
chrerical, and then feldom proving fatal.

Eliz. Burges, was the firlt Patient feized
with the Child-bed Iever in the epidemi-
cal Seafon ;—She was delivered on the 6th
of December, 176g, and died about twelve
days after; but the particulars of her cafe [

eannot diftinétly remember.

Y G
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Cow A 8 Baadilh

Suliana Thompfon, aged twenty-one,
and of a delicate habit, having received a
ftroke on the Belly, was {uddenly feized
with Labour, and delivered in a Chair as
the was coming to the Hofpital, December
the 7th, 1769.

She continued pretty well for the two
firft days, but was rather languid and
dejected in her {pirits, having had a flight
uterine Hzmorrhage from the time fhe
received the hurt to that of her being de-
livered.

December  10.—~was feverith and |
thirfty, and complained of great Pain in
her Head ;—there was no appearance of
M:ik, and the Lockia were difcharged in
their natural quantity.—She took lenitive
Ele&t. with Oil of Almonds, which pro-
cured her two or three Evacuvations ;o=
the Thirlt and Fever were abated, and her
Head-ach was much better,

Y 11th,
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y1th.__Continued better, and was able
to fit up in Bed.

r2th.Her Face was florid,—her Cheeks
befet with 2 deep erimfon colour, and her
Pulfe was quick and weak ; the Tongue
looked clean, tho’ her Thirft was intenfe ;
fhe' diluted plentifully with Tea and
Bﬂrley—water;—thc {aline Mixture with
S-perfn. Ceti, was given occafionally, and
a Clyfter of Beef-water directed to be
adminiftered : ~Towards the evening, 2
difficulty of breathing came on, with op-
preflion at her Breaft, and & pain i her
left Side.

When I vifited this Patient with Dr.
Ford, we directed the Tartar emetic in
the third part of a grain to be given
every four or five hours, and a Bliffer to
be applied to her Side;—the emollient
Clyfter was alfo repeated.

She had fix or feven ftools in the night,
and the next day appeared cafier, but was

lan-
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languid and weak, and her Pulfe conti-
nued very quick ;—The Blifter did not
rife.

As there was Sediment in her Urine,
with figns of a Remilion, we thought
it advifable to try the Bark in decoc-
tion ; but it purged her Immudcrntcl}r, al-
tho’ the fimple Cinnamon-water was ad-
ded, and therefore was left off.

The next day fhe complained of Pains
fhooting dnwn;ﬁards from her Stomach to
the Navel, for which a volatile Liniment
was applied, but as it did not procure her
much relief, we dire&ed the warm Bath
the day following, in the manner already
mentioned at p. 123. a long flanncl
Gown being npext her Skin, fhe was
afterwards put into a warm Bed, and
fupplied with Beef-tea and other warm
fluids, 1n order to encourage a gentle
Pcrfpiration.

¥ 2 Bludders
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Bladders half filled with warm Water,
and wrapped in Flannels, were applied to
her Stomach and Sides, where fhe ﬁ:lll
complained of Pain and Opprefiion, and
the emoliient Clyfters were alfo coﬂtmu-
ed, with gtt. xxx of the Thebaic Tinéture.

The next day, her Belly began to {well,
tho’ the Purging {lill continued ; fhe had
partial, faint Sweats on herBreaft and Facc-,
and was now extremely weak tho’ per-
fectly fenfible, but could take nothing ex-
cept nourihment for feveral days before
her death, which happened on the 25th
of December ;—being the fifteenth day
from the time of the febrile attack.
| Margaret Walker, another Patient in
the fame Ward, was delivered on the 11th
_ of December, and fickened foon after the
former :—They both lay ill at the famz.;:
time, and lai:;ourcd. under Symptoms fo
gxactly Gimilar, that it would be unnecef-

f':u}

i
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fary to fet down the particulars of this

laft Cafe :—She died on the 21ft of the
fame Month, nine days after being feized
with the Difeafe.

A AL ! AP

Mys. Y. a lady near the Abbey in Wefi-
minfter ;—young, and of a ftrong and
healthy habit; after a Labour perfect-
“ly natural, was fuddenly attacked with
a violent fhivering Fit, the third day
after Delivery, being the 1ft of Yanuary,
1770 :(—She was alfo affected with a thril-
ling, uncommon Senfation, as if a cold,
wet Sheet had been applied round her
Body.

She complained of the Head-ach, and
was fick at Stomach ;—during the excefs
of the febrile heat, her Pulfe beat a hun-
dred and thirty times in a Minute, and
1.;:ras more full and ftrong than ufual in
this Fever ;—her countenance was florid,

and
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and much altered from its natural ftate,
having an wnufual ftare with her Eyes.

Small portions of the enetic Tartar,
viz. the fourth part of a grain, were given
with the faline Mixture, every four hours :
She diluted plentifully with Barley-water
and Balm-tea, but did not perfpire.

The fecond day after the attack, a vio-
lent bilioug Purging came on ;—the anti-
monial Powders were then given by lon-
ger intervals,—the faline Mixture was dif-
continued, and emollient Clyfters were di-
reCted :—She took Rice-water, and the
whitc Decoction for common drink.

The Fever and Diarrheea continued vea
ry viclent for three or four days, her belly
ﬁ.velled, and {he frequently complained
of much painat the bottom of her Stomach
and towards the Navel: Sometimes there
feemed to be obfcure figns of aRemiffion in
the morning, but towards the evening,
the Fever again returned with violence.

: As
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As {he apparently grew worle, and as [
was, at this time, ill and unable to give
her due attendance, 1 defired that Dr.
Hunter might be called in, which was ac-
cordingly done.—He dirc&ted eight ounces
of Blood to be taken away,—the Clyflers
to be repeated, and a Bladder, filled with
{calded Bran, to be applied warm Ecw' the
Umbelical Region.—The next day, I met
Dr. Hunter and Dr. Hugh Smith : The fa-
line Draughts, with 3fs of the Confedl.
Damocratis, were direCted every fix hours,
and in other refpelts, much the fame
method was purfued as before.

When Dr. Swith vifited the Patient
with me the day following, we found her
dilirious, and therefore, inftead of the
Confe€t. Damocratis, 31 of the Pulz.
Contrayer. €. was added to each faline
Draught, which was ordered to be conti-
nued as before ;—TFour {pooafulls of the

Tinfure
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Tinélure of Rofes were given in the inter-
val, and Clyfters of Chicken-water were
directed to be adminiftred frequently.—
The two following days 1 was prevented
from feeing her; during which, fhe took
Medicines of the warm cordial kind, but
without Perfpiration, or any abatement of
the febrile Symptoms.

A few days before her death; fhe was
dilirious,—her Eyes were blood-{hot and
filled with involuntary Tears; at the
fame time, a miliary Eruption appeared
very thick on her Breaft and Body, and her
Stools, which were frequent and very fo-
tid, came away infenfibly.

Leecheswerethenappliedtoher Temples,
the Clyfters were repeated, and her ftrength
was {upported by Nourithment and Wine,
but all without a falutary effect ; for on
the twelfth of Fanuary the died ; and fe-
veral hours before her death became per-
feltly fenfible.

The
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The Lochia were difcharged in due
quantity, but there was no Secretion of
Milk,

The marks of Putrefaéion in this Pa-
tient before death, were very evident :—
The {mell of the room feveral days after
fhe was buried being intolerably offenfive,
notwithftanding it had been thoroughly
cleanfed and fumigated with Frankin-
cenfe.

Purgative Medicines, which are found
fo extremcly beneficial in the fecondary,
putrid Fever after the Small Pox, cannot
here be employed to advantage ; becaufe of
the tendernefs of the Bowels and the ex-
ceflive lofs of ftrength from the preceding
Diarrheea ; fo that the Bark, with Opi-
ates and frequent nourithment, feem the
moft likely to afford relief, where that is
in the power of Medicine; but unfortu-
nately, the ftate of the Patient is gene-

Z rally
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rally at this time fuch, for the reafons al-
ready given,asexcludes allhumanafiiftance.

Where the ftools are exceflively putrid,
it might be worth the while to try the ef-
fects of Fluids, which contain 2 large
quantity of fixed air, given in Clyfters; as
they have been found powerfully to refilt
PutrefaGtion, agreeable to fome late hints
in Dr. Prieftly’s curious Traéton the Me-
thod of impregnating Water with fixed
Air.

Elizabeth Tomkins, alfo died of this Fe=
ver, the 15th of Fanuary, 1770.

C A SE V.

Mary Evans, aged twenty-nine, was
delivered February the sth, 1770, with-
out any uncommon circumftance attend-
ing her Labour, which was eafy and
natural.

Her Habit of Body was apparently
good, but being crooked and narrow

chefted,



on thke CHILD-BED FEVER. 179

chefted, fhe was fubje& to an habitual
difficulty of Breathing,—She took an ano-
dyne Draught, with Sperm. Ceti, and
pafled a good night after Delivery.

February the 6th.—Perfpired gently,
and was free from Pain and Fever.

7th.—At feven in the morning was at-
tacked with a flight thivering Fit, which
lafted about fifteen minutes, but was not
fucceeded by any violent degree of fever-
ith heat ;—fhe took the antimcnial Pow-
ders every three or four hours, and fell into
a gentle Perfpiration, which feemed to re-
lieve her ;—an emollient Clyfter was alfo
directed.

8th.—Refted the preceding night, and
continued tolerably eafy ;—fhe had one bi-
lious ftool in the morning,—was weak
and languid, but fre¢ from Pain, and got
fome fleep.

gth.—At nine in the morning the had a
fhivering Fit, which was relieved bydrink-

L2 ing
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ing warm fluids and the application of hot
Flannels to her Extremities and Sides 3—in
a few hours the cold Fitin a {light degree
returned, and was {ucceeded by a Fever,
and partial Sweats on her Brealtand Tem-
ples ;—fhe had fome reft the former part
of the night, but at two o'Clock was
waked by violent Gripings and Tormina in
the Bowels, followed by nine or ten bili-

ous ftools, after which fhe had eafe.
1oth.—Abcut twelve at noon fhe was
feized with a great difficulty of breathing,
and in the time of Infpiration, was affect-
ed with intolerable acute Pain, which
ftruck down from her Breaft to her Navel,
but there was no tenfion or pain in the
Belly, nor any Symptom that could ftrié-
ly be called Uterine, the Lochia being
neither fetid or deficient in quantity :--
Her Pulfe at the fame time was quick,
and unequal; but, confidering her great
difficulty of breathing, fix ounces of
| blood
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blood were taken away, and the follow-
ing Mixture was given occafionally ; a
broth Clyfter with gtt. xx of Thebaic
Tinéture, was alfo directed, and the took
Rice-water or decoc. alb. for common
drink.

R

La&. Ammoniac. 3vii
Sperm. Ceti folut. 3i1
Elix. paregoric. 3iii
fiat Miftura cujus fumat Cochlearia duo
fubinde urgente dolore vel dyfpncea.
After bleeding, her Pulfe became fome-
~ what f{tronger, and its firokes were more
dillin& and free ; the pain at the Navel
and difficulty of breathing were a little
abated, and fhe pafled a tolerable good
night with refrething lumbers.
11th.—In the morning the was weak,
but free from Pain or much Fever, and
breathed with confiderable eafe ;— about
three in the afternoon, fhe became fever-

ith
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ith again,—and in the evening her Pulfe
was quick and almoft imperceptibly
weak, her Limbs were cold, and partial,
clammy Sweats overfpread her Face and
Temples,

1 direGed two {poonfuls of the follow=
ing Mixture to be given every two or threg
hours,

R
Spec. e Scord. cum Opio. 3i
Aq. Cin. fimp. 3vi
~——~Nucis Mofchat. 3i
Syr. e Cort. aurant. 3fs fiat Miftura,

An anodyne Clyfter was directed as be-
fore :—Her Extremities were kept warm
with hot Flannels, and fhe paffed a reft-
lefs night, and was dilirious by turns :—
At four in the morning, fhe had four black
feetid ftools, which were voided without
Pain.—At feven, the was perfectly fenfi-
ble, and fo continued ’till the hoor of ten,

at which time the calmly expired, being
the
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the fifth day from the attack of the

Fever.

The lochial Difcharge was ndtural, and
fhe had Milk at the ufual time; which left
her foon after the febrile attack.

IS 8 ECT IO N;

After making an Incifion into the Ab-
domen, from the Navel to each anterior
Angle of the Os Ilium, and turning down
the mufcular Flap over the Pubes ; about
five ounces of white, curd-like Pus covered
the furface_ﬂf the Inteftines ;—it did not
run out when the abdominal cavity was
laid open, not being fo fluid as common
Matter, but of a much thicker confiftence :
On further examination, I found that the
greateft part of the Omentum was melted.
down, and formed this purulent Concrete,
and that the fmall portion of it which re-
mained, was much inflamed, and {lightly
adhered to the Inteftines.—About a pint

and
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and a half of a putrid Fluid, like Whey,
was found in the cavity of the Pelvis,
mixed with concreted Matter, and bits of
black, grumous blood; which fecemed to
have efcaped from the eroded veflels of thé
Omentum.

The Uterus was contracted to the fize
of a Swan’s Egg, and fhrunk down below
the brim of the Pelvis:—On cutting into
its cavity, {mall flaky pie:::es of the falfe
Chorion wete found adhering to its fur=
- face, but it did not contain any kind of
Fluid ; infhort, this part, as well as the
Bladder was perfectly found, and with-
out the leaft mark of Inflammation, or
any other morbid affetion.

The {ubftance of the Liver was alfo
found, but appeared pale, bloodlefs, and as
if it had been par-boiled ; and the Gall
Bladder was fall of blackifh Bile.

The Stomach and Inteflines were in their

natural ftate ;—the firlt contained about
half
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half a pint of a watery blackith fluid,
which f{melled like rancid Bile, and in
the laft, was found twice that quantity of 2
dark green fluid, fomewhat like that in
the Stomach.

The Spleen was large, but found.

The Sternum being raifed, the Lungs
appeared of a livid hue, but on cutting
into their fubftance, neither Pus or Tu-
bercles were found, nor any figns of In-
flammation, only the left Lobe, atits pof-
terior and fuperior part, flightly adhered
to the Pleura.

The Veins on the Neck and Breaft on
the left Side, were enlarged to three times
their natural diameter and were filled with
Blood of a bluifh colour.

When Refpiration becomes extremely
difficult and painful, in Difeafes of the
Thorax or Abdomen, efpecially thofe of the

inflammatory kind, nothing affords fuch

A a fpeedy
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fpeedy rclief as bleeding ;—for if the
Breath is drawn in with exceflive pain, the
Lungs cannot be fufficiently inflated, and
therefore the blood will not be freely
difcharged from the Heart through the
pulmonary Artery :—hence great oppref-
fion and Anxiety at the Pracordia, which,
if not {peedily removed, may produce a
mortal {uffocation; but when Matter is
already unluckily formed, as in the pre-
cedmg Cafe, it will then plamly appear,
that the Patient is paft the afliftance of
art, and that neither bleeding or any thing
elfe could avail, '
As this Difeafe is principally feated in
the Omentum, and umfnrmly pmduces an
Inflammation of that part (Epiploitis) 1
think it will ftrongly enforce the early lofs
of Blood, tﬂgethér with the immediate
application of Bliffers to the Sides, or even
to the umbelical Region ; to prevent, if
| pof-
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poffible; a morbid affe&ion of the Vifcera,
which, when once begun, is generally found
to be fatal in the conclufion.
S A 80 By Wi

Ann Hewatfon, aged twenty-fix, and
of a delicate Habit, was delivered Febru-
ary the 5:11, 1770.—~Her cafe was fome-
what laborious, and the birth of the Child
was fucceeded by a difcharge of grumous
blood from the Uterus :—The Placenta
came away without any affiftance, about
an hour after Delivery :—She was eafy in
the Night, and had refrething fleep.

6th.—Being inclined to fleep, tooka
Sperm. Ceti Emulficn without any Opi-
ate;—peripired gently,—had a good night
with natural reft, and waked free from
Pain or Fever; The lochial Difcharge
was large in quantity and feetid ;—but
the Belly was foft and without Pain.

7th.—Continued eafy, and had a me-
derate fecretion of Milk.

Aa 2 8th.,
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8th.—About ten in the merning, after
a breakfaft of Tea, without any evident
caufe, the was f{uddenly attacked with a
Rigor, which fhook her whole Body like
an Ague-fit; the fhivering lafted above
half an hour, gradually becoming lefs and

lefs intenfe from its onfet,

She tock the emetic Draught already
mentioned, which operated mildly :—To-
wards the evening, the antimonial Pow-
ders were given by due intervals :— She
was extremely feverith, thirfty, and reft-
lefs at night, but was fomewhat relieved
by a free perfpiration, which came on
about twelve o’Clock.

gth.—Had four bilious, frotky ftools,
preceded by violent pains and gripings in
the Bowels :—An emollient Clyfter was
injected.—Her Pulfe was quick and weak,
and the febrile Symptoms violent.—She
had a very reftlefs night, but only one
Evacuation by ftool, and without Pain.

soth.
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1oth.—In the morning had nineor ten
blackifh ftools, mixed with Mucus, which
were extremely offenfive and attended
with great paini—Her Pulfe was exceflive-
ly quick,—fhe breathed laborioufly, and
as it were by jerks, and complained of
great oppreflion acrofs the Breaft and Sto-
mach, and of pain ftriking down under
her Shoulder-blade, when the drew in her
Breath :—Eight ounces of Blood were ta-
ken away, and a Starch Clyfter with gtt.
xxx of Tin&. Thebaic, was adminif-
tered : She only now took Rice-water,
with a {mall portion of Brandy in it, as
every thing elfe purged her immoderately.
Towards the evening, fhe feemed a little
better,—her Pulfe was not fo frequent,
and the pain and feverith Symptoms were
fomewhat abated.

11th.—Hot and reftles, with faint
Sweats on her Breaft, Neck, and Face.—

The
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The emollient Clylter was repeated, with-=
out the Opiate; after which, notwiths=
ftanding, fhe had fome fleep.

12.—The Clyiter came away with a bi-
lious ftool,—fhe was manifeftly much
worfe, her Pulfe being very quick, and
her Thirft intenfe ;—the breathed labo-
rioufly, had a fixed crimfon colour in
her Cheeks, and was alfo much trou-
bled with a Cough and vifcid Phlegm,
which the was unable to expectorate, but
found' relief by taking the following
Mixture :

R

Sal. Abfinth. 3i

Succ. Limon. 3ifs, peralta, effervef=
¢entii affund.

Aq. Hyflop. 3vi
Elix, paregoric 3ii
Syr. balfamic. 3iii
Fiat Miftura cujus fumat Cochfearid
duo {ubindé pro re nati,
13th,
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13th.—She was fupported by a cordial
Julep when faint, together with light nou-
rithment, and Wine given by {poonfulls,

14th.—Breathed with great difficulty,
her Pulfe was very quick and weak,—She
had partial Sweats on her Stomach, Breaft,
and Face, attended with a coldnefs of the
Extremities, great langour, and all the
Symptoms of approaching death :—She
died about two in the morning,—being
the eighth day after the attack.

At the time of the fhivering Fit, which
happened on the third day ;—this Pati-
ent had plenty of Milk .in her Breafls,
which afterwards {uddenly difappearedand
was totally gone off in the evening, her
Breafts being then loofe and empty : The
defe&t of Milk, is therefore the confe-
quence of the morbid caufe.

There is however one circumftance,
which, altho’ it feems to controvert this
pEinion, Icannot help mentioning, viz.

thefe
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thofe who were feized with thisFever, were
net {fubject to Abfcefles of the Breaits; and
of thofe who happened to have fuch Ab-
fcefles, Ihave never known one die; nei-
ther are they fubject to a Diarrhcea, or
much fymptomatic Fever, altho’ the pain
attending a fuppuration of the breaflt, is
often very acute.

The putrid difcharge of the Lochia 1n
this cafe, appears merely accidental, and
only owing to a corruption of the coagu-
jated blood retained in the Uterus, from
the Accefs of Air, like that which came
away foon after Delivery.

Phabe Hill, aged Nineteen, was alfo
violently feized with this Fever on the
eleventh of Frebruary, and contrary to my
expetation, recovered, and was difcharg-
ed in perfelt health on the 3d of March.

She was blooded early and liberally,
and treated much like the former Patient,

but I did not take Minutes of her Cafe.
CASE
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C A S E (¥l

Elizabeth Gardner, aged thirty-two,
was dclivered in the Hofpital the 11th of
February, 1770.—Her Labour was natu-
ral, and her habit of Body ftrong and heal-
thy, altho’ fthe had been troubled with a
viclent Cough for feveral weeks before
delivery.

The 12th, her Pulfe was full and fre=-
quent, attended with great Thirft, Sick-
nefs at the Stomach, and Pain in her Head
and Bowels ;—fhe took the faline Mix-

ture, with Sperm, Ceti, and an emollient
Clyfter was adminiftered :—She alfo drank

plentifully of weak Tea and Barley-water,

but did not perfpire, and paffed the night
without fleep.

1;th.—I vifited this Patient along with
Dr. Ford :—Her Pulfe being exceeding
quick, and more full and ftrong than ufual,
attended with exceffive Thirft,—a violent

Bb Head-
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Head-ach and dry Skin ;-—we directed ten
ounces of Blood immediately to be taken
away :—A lenitive EleCtvary was after-
wards given, and alfo an emollient Clyf-
ter, which produced two or three lax
ftools :—She diluted plentifully, “but did
not per{pire, and paffed a reftlefs night.

The fecretion of M/t was moderate,
and the lochial Difcharge natural.

14th.—In the morning had {ome re-
frething fleep, with a gentle perfpiration ;
her Thirft and Fever being fomewhat aba-
ted : She had three Evacuations by ftool,
but ftill complained much of an into-
lerable thooting pain in her Head, efpe-
cially at the time of coughing : — Eight
ounces more blood were taken away,
which was not near f{o fizy as that firlt
drawn. |

15th.—Much difturbed by her Cough
in the night,—perfpired but little, and had

ng
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no {leep, tho’ her Head-ach was fome-
thing better.

16th.—In the evening, her Pulfe was
extremely quick,—her Thirft immoderate,
and all the febrile Symptoms increafed :
She was fick at Stomach, and had three
bilious ftools, with fevere gripings in her
Bowels :—The anfimonial Powders were
given every three or four hours ;—about
two hours after taking the fecond, fhe
threw up a large quantity of vifcid Phlegm,
mixed with Bile, and in the night had
eight or nine black ftools, the laft of
which was very feetid, and mixed with
blood and mucus.—She was dilirious by
turns, very reftlefs, and had partial, faint
Sweats on her Breaft and Face.

TheVitel. Ovi, with mucilage of Starch,
was diffolved in Rice-water, and inject-
ed as a Clyfter ; and fhe took the follow-

ing Draught. 5t -
2 ;

L
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R. Sperm, Ceti folut. 3fs
Pulv. e Tragacanth. C. 31
Aq. Cin. Simp. 3ifs
Tinct. Thebaic gtt. xv.
Syr. e Mecon. 3i fiat hauftus.
17th.—Her Stomach and Bowels were
much relieved,—fhe flept in the night and
wak’d refrethed ;—her Pulfe was weak
but equal, and fhe perfpired moderately.
18th.—Better in all refpeés, butcom-
plained of great forenefs in the Bowels at
the time of coughing :—She took the
anodyne Draught at night, and the ftarch
Clyfters were continued with light nou-
rifhment.
19th.—She was weak, but continued
eafy,— her Pulfe was regular, and fhe
perfpired gently.—Inftead of Medicines,
fhe now took Calf’s-foot Jelly and nou-
rithing Broth, to repair her ftrength.
2oth.—Gained ftrength, and from this
time, gradually continued to recover,
till
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till the gth of Murch, at which time fhe

was difcharged the Hofpital in perfe&t
health.

Ann Williams, who was delivered in the
Hofpital on the 14th of February, was
feized with this Fever, and recovered un-
der the like treatment.

Elizabeth Coufenitt, of a fickly, confum-
tive Habit, alfo had the Fever the 23d of '
February, and died the 3d of March :—
There was no fecretion of M:lk, but the
lochial Difcharge was natural.—She was

treated in the ufual manner, but not
blooded.

C A8 :E -~ WITtH
Ann Stmms, aged twenty-two, and ap-
parently healthy and firong, was deliver-

ed on Tuefday the 6th of March;—her
Cafe was fomewhat laborious, the Child’s

Head being large, and detained feveral hours
wi_thin the bones of the Pelvis :—An emol-
lient Clyfter was directed in the evening,

and
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and fhe took an ancdyne Draught :~She
paffed a reftlefs night, and without the
leaft perfpiration.

7th.—Feverifh and thirfty,—her Pualfe
quick and fomewhat full, and her Skin
dry.—She took the faline Mixture, and
diluted plentifully with nitrous drink ; 4
Clyfter of Beef-water was alfo given in
the evening :—She had a very indifferent
night and but little reft.

gth.—Had fome Sleep the preceding
night and feemed a little better ;—She
tiad Milk in her Breafts, and being coftive,
complained of the head-ach :—a cathertic
Clyfter was adminiftered in the evening,
which procured two Evacuations, and her
Head was eafier.

gth and 1oth.—Somewhat feverifh, and
reftlefs, tho free from pain.

1 1th.—continued very reftlefs ; — her
Pulfe was quick, her Tongue white and

dry,
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dry, and her Thirft intenfe, without any
perfpiration :—At night, fhe took a faline
Draught, with ten grains of Nifre and
gtt. xv of Theba:c Tinffure, but had
{carcely any reft.

12th and 13th.—The febrile fymptoms
continued, and tho’ fhe diluted plentifully,
her Skin remained parched and dry.—Six
grains of fames's Powder were then admi-
niftered, which puked her twice, and af-
terwards procured her three ftools :—At
night I dire@ed her another Powder and
an emollient Clyfter, with gtt. xxx of
Thebaic Tincture :—She had fome fleep
in the night, but no free or equal perfpi-

ration.

14th.—In the morning apparently bet-
ter, and difpofed to fleep, but towards the
evening was {ick at Stomach, and threw
ap a large quantity of bitter, glairy fluid;
in the night fhe was feized with fevere

pains in her Bowels, which were followed

by
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by feven or eight bilious ftools, and after-
wards the had fome {leep.

1 sth.—Her Pulfe was quick,—her Skin
dry, and her hand tremulous ;—her looks
were wild and ftaring, and her checks be-
fet with a deep red ;—fhe breathed labo-
rioufly, and complained of great pain in
her Side, and Belly towards the Navel :—
At night fhe had fix black watery ftools ;
after which, an anodyne Draught and a
Starch Clyfter were direted:—She feemed
relieved and flept for feveral hours.

16th. — The Pain in her Belly and
Side was but little abated,—fhe was ex-
tremely hot and reftlefs, and could not
Sweat ; 1 directed three fpoonfuls of the
following Mixture to be given, which
produced no perfpiration altho’ fhe took
it every two or three hours.

R
Sal. Volat. ammon. 3t

Succ. Limon. recent. exprefs. 3ifs mifce
Ag.
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Aq. Alex. fimp. 3vi

“Tin&. croci. 3iii
Syr. ¢jusd. 3fs fiat Miftura.
17th.—Much worfe in all refpets ;=
the Pulfe being exceedingly quick, and al-
moft imperceptibly weak ;—cold, clammy
Sweats overfpread her Breaft and Face;
which was now pale and death-like, and
about twelve at noon fhe expired.
The Lochia were difcharged in their na-

tural quantity, and fhe had M:/& in her
Breafts till within a day or two of her

death.
DESSECTIOQN

When the Body was opened the next
day in the evening ;—the inferior lateral
portion of the Omentum was found much
inflamed, its. Veflels being turgid, and
as it were injected with Blood, but the
greater part of it was deftroyed by a fup-
puration ; what remained, adhered to the
fmall Inteftines, and alfo flightly to each

Cc c-tivzr,
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other, where their convolutions came in
contact,

The Urerus was contrated to the fize of
a large fift, and lay at the bottom of the
Pelvis ;—the Fundus Uter: feemed to par=
take of that general Inflammation, which
had apparently firft affe@ted the Omentum,
and afterwards, {uperficially overfpread the
Inteflines, the Mefentery and contiguous
parts ;—but on cutting into its fubftance,
it was perfectly firm and found, altho’
it had a livid appearance towards the Cer-
vix and Os internum ; which was pro-
bably owing to the violence fuftained by
thofe parts in the time of Labour.

In the cavity Df-thﬁ': Pelvis, was found
above a pint of Whey-coloured Fluid, with
three or four ounces of #hick Matter,
which did not uniformly mix with it, but
floated in it like Curds in Whey, toge-

ther with feveral bits of black, coagulated
blood.
The
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The Liver was found, but remarkably
pale, and the Gall-bladder was turgid
with a large quantity of Olive-coloured
Bile,—in confiftence, equal to that of Ho-
ney, and with difficulty, {queezed through
the cyftic duct.—The Stomach contain-
ed about half a pint of a black, oily liquor,
refembling that which was voided by ftool.

The contents of the Thorax were found,
and without any morbid appearance, ex-
cept a {light adhefion of the right lobe of
the Lungs to the Pleura.

CooA 78R 1X.

Ann Cook, aged twenty, and of a delicate
habit,—after an ealy Labour, was delivered
in the Hofpital the 1 3th of Aarch, I?;’C!..

The fame evening fhe complained of
ficknefs at her Stomach, with pain in her
Bowels, and paffed a reftlefs night.

14th.—Continued fick at Stomach ;—
took the antimonial emetic Draught, and
threw up a large quantity of a bilious roa-

Cc 2 Py
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py fluid from the Stomach, alfo had one
lax ftool; after which, a broth Clyiter
was injected with thirty drops of Thebaic
Tinéture.~She pafled a tolerable night,
perfpired moderately, and had fome re-
frefhing fleep.

1sth.—Free from pain in the Bowels,
and had a good night’s reft.

16th.—Sick at Stomach, and vomited a
large quantity of poraceous fluid ;—her
Pulfe was quick and her thirft exceffive :
She took the antimonial Powders every
four or five hours, but perfpired little and
had a reftlefs night. |

17th.—In the morning complained of
great ficknefs, and a burning heat at her
Stnmach, with a. violent head-ach ; and
threw u p near aTea-cup-fullof dark-green
Liquor, which feemed to be almoft pure
Bile :—She had alfo five bilious ftools.

At night fhe was fuddenly feized with
an acute pain in her Side, and great op-

preflion
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preflion at her Breaft ; being likewile al-
moft {uffocated with tough Phlegm, which
ihe could not bring up:—Her Pulfe was ex-
ceeding quick and fomewhat weak, and her
countenance ghaftly ;—but as {he breathed
with vaft difficulty, I directed {even ounces
of blood to be taken away, and that fhe
fhould draw in the fteams of warm water
into her Lungs at each Infpiration :—She
afterwards took one of the antimonial
Powders, which occafioned her to vomit
twice, and gave her two ftools.—She was
exceeding weak, but breathed with a good
deal more freedom and eafe : An emollient
anodyne Clyfter was injected, and fhe was
ordered a fpoonfull or two of warm f{pi-
ced Wine when faint,

- 18th.—In the morning the breathed with
eafe, and was free from the load at her
Breaft,—her Pulfe beat regularly, but was
extremely languid :—Bladders with hot
Water wrapped in flannels, were ap-

plied |
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plied to the foles of her feet s—fhe took
light nourifhment often, and now and then

a {poonfull of fpiced Wine.,

19th.—She had refrething flumbers the
preceding night, and gained ftrength ;—
nothing was now given but frequent nou-
rilhment
20th.—Continued better ;—directed the
following Draught to be taken twice a day,
which greatly increafed her ftrength.
R. Deco&. Peruv. Cort. 3ifs
Aq. Cin. Spt. ziii
Spt. Lavend. c. gtt. xxx
Confect. Alkerm. 3i fiat hauftus.
In about a week’s time fhe was much
recovered, and went out of the Hofpital
the 2d of April in perfe@ health.
il S IR T
Philadelpbia Ford, aged twenty-eight,
was delivered the 14th of Murch, 1770,
and was well till the third day, when

fhe complained of great pain in her
Head,
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Head with laflitude and inability to turn
in Bed :—She had a florid countenance,
a brown dry cruft on her Tongue, and
an unquenchable Thirft :—Her appetite
left her, and the had not Milk enaugh
to give fuck. — The Medicines ufually
adminiftered on fuch occafions, had but
little effect ; but all the febrile Symp-
toms were much relieved by the appear-
ance of a red cutaneous {welling on the
joint of her great Toe: —1In a few days,
another fwelling of a livid colour ap-
peared below her Hip; they both were
poulticed and fomented, but did not fup=-
purate ;—the laft threw off 2 black mor-
tified flough, and difcharged a fanious
Ichor.—I dire€ted her a Deco&. of the
Bark, with Tinél. Aromat. and by allow-
ing her Wine and good Nourithment, fhe
recovered.

Ann Deufe, of a thin, weakly habit,
died of this Fever, natwithﬂanding various

Reme-
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Remedies were tried for her relief :—Shé
had a natural Labour, and remaincd well
for the firit three days;—inadvertently the
fat up on the fourth day, and found herfelf
not well towards the evening :—On the
fifth, the was feized with a /bivering Fit;
the next day complained of Pain in her
Belly and Side, and on the 2gth of March
fhe died, being the fixth day after the
attack.

She had Milk in her Breafts, and the
lochial Difcharge was natural.

Bleeding in this cafe, was not thought
eligible. I have not known any Inftance
befides this, where the Difeafe proved fa«
tal in fo fhort a time, when it commenced
fo late after Delivery ; being in genera’l;
then the moft favorable.

The Body being opened, almoft ex-
a@ly the fame morbid appearances pre=
fented as in the preceding Cafes ;—the
Omentum was deftroyed, and a large quan-

tity
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quantity of Matter and purulent Serum,
colleéted in the Abdomen.—The Inteflines
were {uperficially inflamed, but the Uterus
and all the other Viftera were perfecily

found.
Rebecca Day, of a healthy, robuft habit,

after a natural Delivery, was feized with
the Head-ach and Sicknefs at her Stomach;
two days after, the had a miliary Erup-
tion on her Breaft and Body, but with-
out relief, for all the febrile Symptoms
gradually increafed, and fhe died the
2sth of Apri/, being the tenth day after
Delivery.

The lochial Difcharge was not defe&ive,
neither was there a want of M:/k, till af-
ter the attack of the Fever.

The Body was opened, but as the ap-
pearance of the gffected parts was much
the {ame, and only differed in degree from
thofe already mentioned, a recital of the
particulars would be unneceffary.

Dd CASE
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G A SiaBig e

Harriot Trueman, young and of a ftrong,
healthy conftitution, May the 2d, was de-
liveted of a monflrous Child, which pre~
{ented with the arm;—fo that the Cafe
was preternatural in a double fenfe.

As this Patient was of a plethoric Ha-
bit, and fubject to a Cough, I diretted fe-
ven ounces of blood to be taken away,
before I attempted the Delivery, to pre-
vent in fome meafure, the danger of In-
flammation, which might arife from the
violence applied i turning the Child.

After delivery, an emollient Clyfter was
dire&ted, and a faline Mixture with Sperm.
Ceti and Syr. e Mecon. of ﬁrhich, {he was
to take three fpoonfulls every four or five
hours, as occafion required :—She was free
from Pain and had a good night. .

3d.—Perfpired gently,—continued free
from pain and Fever,—her Cough lefs vio-
lent, and fhe pafled her Water with eafe ;—

the
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the Mixture was continued, and a Clyfter
as before, given in the evening :—She re-
mained eafy during the night, and refted
well.
gth.—Continued perfectly eafy, and
pafled a good night:—The lochial Difcharge
was natural, and fhe had no pain in the re-
- gion of the Uterus.
sth.—About three in the afternoon;
the was feized with a difficulty of breath-
ing, with tightnefs and oppreflion acrofs
her Breaft and Stomach :—Seven ounces
of blood were immediately taken away,
which was exceedingly fizy.—The ftrokes
of ker Pulfe were weak, quick, and in-
diftin& after bleeding; but foon be-
came lefs frequent, and more ample and
ftrong ;—fhe found herfelf much relieved,
and could then breathe with freedom 3—
was difpofed to a gentle perfpiration, and
had refrefhing flumbers in the night:—
Dd2 The
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The Mixture and emollient Clyfter were

fepeated.
The fecretion of Milk was moderate.

6th.—She continued eafy,—had a na-
tural Evacuation ty ftool, and flept by in-
tervals.
7th.—At four in the morning, her dif-
ficulty of breathing and Cough returned ;
the was fick at Stomach,—vomited up a
roapy, bilious fluid, and had five blact
Stools.—Her Pulfe was weak, frequent and
intermitting ;— her Breafts fubfided, and
the Milk fuddenly difappeared.
I direéted a Powder, with a third part of
a grain of the Tartar emetic, and a {cru-
ple of the Pulv. Contrayer. C. to be repeat=-
ed every four or five hours after, if the
firft had no fenfible operation by Sweat
or Vomiting and alfo an emollient Clyfter.
She pafled a reftlefs night without
perfpiratiun,-—-{hﬂr Belly began to fwell,
and
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and fhe had feveral involuntary bilious
ftools.

8th.—Her Refpiration was frequent and
laborious,—her Pulfe quick and weak,—
her Skin dry, and fhe complained much
of pains in her Sides and acrofs her Belly
near the Navel, at the time of drawing in
her Breath.

I dire€ted Fomentations to her Belly and
Sides,—the Powders to be repeated, and a
ftarch Clyfler to be injected in the evening,
with gtt. xxx of the Tiné?. Thebaic.

She took Rice-water with a {fmall quan-
tity of Brandy, for common drink, and a
fpoonfull of fpiced Wine when faint.

The involuntary purging ftill continued
violent, and fhe had no reft.

gth.—Complained of pains in her Brealt
and Belly,—her diﬁiculiy of breathing in-
creafed,—her Pulfe was quick and almoft
imperceptably weak ;—the was dilirious

by turns, had cold, clammy Sweats on
her
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her Neck and Face, and about four the
next morning fhe expired.
DTS5 ECTITON

When the Body was opened, the great-
eft part of the Omentum was {uppura-
ted, and converted into #thick Matters
the remaining portion, being much in-
flamed, and flightly adhering to the folds
of the Inteflines.—The cavity of the Pel-
vis and Abdomen, contained about three
pints of putrid Serum, together with clots
of concreted Pus and finall pieces of coa=
gulated blood.

The Uterus was much contracted and
fhrunk down to the inferior part of the
Pelvis ;—its fubftance was found, tho’ the
Os Tince was fomewhat livid, which ap-
pearance not being confidered as morbid,
has alrzady been taken notice of.

Scarcely any marks of Inflammation
appeared on the Inteftines or Mefen-

tery s
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tery :— T'he Liver was apparently found,
and the Gall-bladder full of yellow Bile,
which had pervaded its coats and dyed the
contiguous parts of a Saffron-hue, but
this I did not look upon as a morbid
appearance.

The Stomach contained about a pint of
a blackifb Fluid, like that voided by ftool,
and which had the appearance of putrid
Bile.

On raifing the Sternum, two ounces or
more of Mutter was lodged upon Mediaft:-
anum ; and ‘the Thorax contained a fmall

quantity of the fame kind of Whey-colour-
ed fluid as that found in the Abdomen :

The Lungs were apparently found, only the
left Lobe adhered flightly to the Pleura,
at its pofterior part,

The Extravafation of ‘purulent Fluid in
the Abdomen, by hindering the free play
of the Diaphragm, will in fome meafure

account
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account for the difficulty of breathing,
particularly as the Lungs were {till further
opprefled by the fame kind of fluid in the
cayity of the Thorax.

As the blackifth fluid found in the Sto-
mach refembled putrid Bile, I mixed a
fmall quantity of it with Vinegar, but
could not perceive any effervefcence, neie
ther did the Vinegar change it green; but
this perhaps might be owing to the natu-
ral properties of the Bile being altered
by putrefaction.

Hippocrates in his Aphorifms, takes no-
tice, that. black Excrements, refembling
black Blood, are to be looked upon as a bad
Omen ; and that black Bile, rejeCted either
upwards or downwards at the beginning
of a Difeafe, is a mortal Sign ; which
Obfervation is verified by repeated Expe-
rience in the advanced ftate of Difeafes, as

well as at their beginning*.

The
¥ Hippocrat. Aphorifm, Se, quart, A phor. z1 et 22,
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The colour of the Exerements pafling
through the Alimentary Tube, principally
depends upon the quantity and quality of
the B:/e :—thus, where there is a defeét of
it, the ftools are pale and the Body coftive;
and on the contrary, when it abounds,
they are yellow or greenifh, and generally
very frequent.

Black, feetid Stools, fuch as were ob-
ferved towards the end of the Ch:/d-bed
Fever, almoft certainly denote an 7nternal
Mortification, and therefore, ’tis no won-
der that they were fo often followed by a
fatal conclufion; but fucha Mﬂrtiﬁcatinu -
cannot affe& the colour of the Excrements
except by means of the Bile, which, after
an Abforption of the corrupted Flaids into
the Blood, willat laft become putrid, black,
and acrimonious,

There was fomething very fingular in
this Woman’s Child, which was mon/frous:

Ee It
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It had no Thumbs;—the parietal Bones
were wanting, and not abouve two ounces
of Brain was found in the cavity of the
Skull :—The upper park of the Scalp ad=
hered ftrongly to the internal furface of
the Placenta, {o that when the Child was
extracted, this partwas pulled along with
it, tho' luckily, it was not attended with
any degree of Flooding.

Elizabeth Pool,—young, and of a heal-
thy conftitution,—was delivered the 15th
of May, and foon after affeGted with the
Symptoms of this Fever, but in a degrce
Jefs acute than ufual :—Her Cafe was
l‘I‘ll,IlCh like that of Elizabeth Waters, for
tho’ {he laboured under a flow, lingering
Fever for a long time, her appetite re=
mained ; but notwithftanding fhe was de-
prived of the vfe of her Limbs for feveral
days, yet the fevere pains of which the
complained, were not, like thofe of the

for

e
a
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fﬂrmcr, followed by Abfcefles in the muf-
cular parts :—On the 16th of ‘fune, the
was fufficiently recovered to go out of.the
Hofpital.

About this time, as near as I can recola
le@, T was called to a Gentlewoman at
Clapham, who was {eized with this Fever;
and notwithftanding the had been very
properly treated by her Apothecary, and
took every thing that could be devifed for
her fafety, the died about the tenth day af-
ter the attack.

C A5 B v XIE

Mrs. P—, a lady in Holborn, aged
twenty-eight, and of a delicate habit
of Body, was delivered by her Midwife
on Saturdsy morning, the 7th of Fuly,
1770.

The birth was not attended with any
dangerous or uncommon circumitance ;—
the was cafy after Delivery, and refted well
at night,

| Ee2 Sth.
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8th.—Towards evening, complained of
the Head-ach, but had feveral hours fleep
the following night.

gth.—Waked in the morning with an
geute pain i her right Side,—her head-ach
was worfe, and about three in the after-
noon the had a violent /hivering Fitf, with
coldnefs of the Extremities, and great
internal heat acrofs the Breaft and Sto-
mach :—I found her Pulfe exceeding quick,
her head-ach violent,—her Tongue white
and dry, and the pain in her Side extreme-
ly acute and deep feated ;—fhe breathed

laborioufly, and had no perfpiration except
on the Breaft and Face.

I dire&ted eight ounces of blood to be
taken away, and one of the antzmonial Pow-

ders to be given foon after, which was to

be repeated every two or three bours, if
the firft had no fenfible efie¢t.—An emol-

lient Clyfter was adminiftered, and Blad-
ders of warm Water were applied to the

foles
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foles of her Feet, and Sides:—She pafied a
reftlefs night, without any abatement of
the Pain or difficulty of Breathing.

Two of the Powders were taken, the
firlt of which created a Naufea, but did not
prove emetic, nor produce any confidera-
ble perfpiration.

The Blood was not {o fizy as I expefled.

1oth.—~The Pulfe being full, hard, and
frequent,—her Skin dry, and Refpira-
tion difficult and painful, eight ounces
more blood were drawn ;—the Powders
were repeated every four or five hours,
and a Bliffer was applied to the affect-
ed Side in the evening :—She drank plen-
tifully of the common Emulfion with
Nitre, to prevent the Stranguary, and to
relieve her difliculty of making Water,
which had been troublefome to her from
the beginning.

11th.— Had no fleep the preceding
night, and as both the pain in her Head

and
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and difficulty of breathing fill increafed,
fhe was again blooded in the night, to the
quantity of fix ounces, as I had previoufly
direCted, in cafe the Symptoms became
urgent,

She was much relieved foon after this
laft bleeding, the Pain abated, and fhe
could then breathe with much more free-
dom and euafe ;—her Pulfe became more
foft and lefs frequent, and a free and
equal perfpiration broke out all over her
Body.

At this time the began to be troubled
with a Cough, and was much opprefled
with white vifcid Phlegm, which was
expectorated with great difficulty :—She
had two ftools, with a large Difcharge
- of Feeces, which came away with the fe-
cond Clyfter.

The laft drawn blood was uncommon-
ly fizy, and the gelatinous Cruf? on its fur=
face, extremely thick and tenaceous.

She
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She had M:/k in her Breafts, which
were drawn twice a day, and the /lochial
Diftharge was natural,

As fhe perfpired freely, the Powders
were difcontinued, and the fzline Draughts
with Oxymel S:ffff'ff. were give;&l every five
or fix hours.

The Blifter rofe well ;—the Emulfion
was continued, and the emollient Clylter
was ordered to be repeated as before.

About nine at night all her feverith
Symptoms returned ;—her Pulfe was ex-
ceeding quicfc, her Skin dry, her Thirft
intolerable, and the pain in her Side and
difficulty of breathing were {o violent, that
her Apothecary was called up in the night,
and took away {ix ounces more blood : —
One of the antimonial Powders was alfo gi=
ven, after which, (he again began to per-
fpire, with an abatement of all the feverith
Symptoms, and had two m_‘.tlifEE hours re=
frefhing fleep,

12th,.
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12th.—Something better,—but in the
evening was attacked with a deep-feat-
ed violent pain in the other Side, between
the Breaft and Axilla, {o as almoft to pre-
vent her from breathing ;—her Cough was
alfo troublefome, and the expectorated with
much difliculty ;—four ounces more blood
was drawn, and the following Draught
prefcribed.
ey
Sal. Volat. ammon. gr. xv
Succ. Limon. 3iii
Aq. alex. fimp. 3i
—-5pt. cum. Acet. 3iii
Tin&. Thebaic. gtt. xii
Syr. e Mecon. 3i
Mifce & fiat hauftus vefperi exhibendus.
She drank plentifully of thin diluting
liquors with Nitre ;—the Clyfter was re-
peated as before, and by intervals fhe took

the following Mixture,
R.



vz the CHILD-BED FEVER. 22§

R,
Sperm. Ceti folut. 3ii
La&. ammon. 3vii
Elix. Paregoric. 3iii. fiat miftura.

She had an exceeding bad night, but
flumbered a little between whiles.

13th.—Apparently better, —but com-
plained of fevere rheumatic Pains about
her Back and Loins :—Her Cough was
more and more troublefome, and greatly
interrupted her reft, but was relieved by
the Mixture with Gum Ammoniacum, to
which a finall quantity of the Oxymel. Scil-
/it. was now added.

White Wine Whey was ordered to be
given her in the night to fupport her
ftrength, and fhe took a Decott. of Bread
with Currant Jelly for nourithment.

14th.—Had two or three hours refrefh=-
ing fleep the preceding night, and the fe-
verifh Symptoms were fomewhat abated

Ff but
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but as there was not yet the leaft Sedi-
ment or {eparation in the Urine, whichs
was high coloured, I till referred the ufe
of the Bark and direted the anodyne
Draught at night as before, which always
eafed her Cough and procured her fleep.

1 sth.—Being Sunday, about twoin the
morning, her relations thought her in great
danger, and particularly requefted me to
fee her, which I did accordingly ;—Her
Pulfe was quick, and tremulous,—her
Extremities cold, and her Face and Breaft
were bedewed with a clammy Sweat.—She
breathed laborioufly and by convulfive jerks,
and at the fame time complained of great
weight and oppreflion acrofs her Breaft ;—
tho’ perfectly fenfible, the had a wild,
eager countenance, a trembling hand, and
apparently all the {fymptoms of inftant
death.

I gave her four {poonfulls of a ftrong

eordial Julep,—ordered Sinapifms to her
Feet,
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Feet, her Extremities were rubbed with
hot Flannels, and Cloths dipped in Bran-
dy, were applied to her Stomach.

A few hours after I was gone, the re-
vived, but grew reftlefs and almoft frantic,
infifting upon cold Water to drink, which
wvas given her : —The next day I was ac-
quainted fhe was ftill alive; when I vifited
her about one in the afternoon, fhe was
perfectly fenfible, but fo weak and languid
that {he was {carcely able to {peak.

I direted a cordial Julep to be given
when faint, and the following Draught
with the Bark, to be taken every two
hours, or as often as her Stomach would
bear, but as fhe had feveral involuntary
ftools, 1 ordered five grainsof the Pi/
e Styrace to be inftantly given, which re-
ftrained the loofenefs, and procured her
fome hours fleep before the Bark could be
prepared.

Ff2 R
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R.
Decoét. Peruv. Cort. 3ifs
Pulv. fubtilifs. ejusd. 3fs
Aq. Cinn. Spt. 3iii
Syr. e Mecon. 3i

fiat hauftus alternis horis exhibendus.

By eleven o’Clock at night, the had ta-
ken four Draughts, and had very little re-
turn of the Fever, but as her Skin was dry
and her Thirft intenfe, I allowed her to
drink plentifully of Toaft and Water,
which fhe particularly defired, and f{wal-
lowed with great eagernefs, after which,
‘the gently perfpired towards the morn-
ing, and growing cooler, fhe .bcgan the
Draughts as before.—The Urine was Am-
ber-coloured, but without Sediment or
feparation.

16th.—Better in all refpeds, but very
weak, and her reft much difturbed in the
night by the Cough :—Draughts continu-

ed
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ed as before, and by intervals Wine and
light nourifhment were given often and in
fmall quantities. |

17th.—Continued free from Fever, and
able to fit up,—the had three ftools,—was
much difturbed by her Cough, and com-
plained of a fore Throat.

Dire&ed Pi/. e Styrace three grains, and
the Draughts only to be given three times
a-day.

There was no remarkable change till
the 21{t, at which time the was almoft
unable to fwallow, her Throat being much
worfe, and the Tonfil Glands flightly ul-
cerated ;—her Cough was troublefome,
and feveral miliary Eruptions appeared in
her Body.

‘The following Draught was given every
four or five hours, and her Throat was fu-
migated with the fteams of hot Vinegar
poured on Lavender Flowers, which gave
her great relief,

R
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Deco&. Cort Peruv. 3ifs
Extract. ejufd. moll. 3i
Elix. Vitriol. dulc. gtt. xx
Aq. Cin. Spt. 3iii
Confect. Alkerm. 3i. mifce & fiat
hauftus.

Her ftrength was fupported by nourith-
ment of eafy digeftion as often as her Sto-
mach would difpenfe with it, and a little
Apiced Claret was given to her whenever
fhe pleafed.

23d.—She was removed into the Coun-
try (Clapbam) for the benefit of the Air,
and in a few days was fo much better in
all refpects, as to leave off her Medicines,
and only took a Tin¢ture of the Bark, and
Cardamoms asa Stomachic, in a ftrong in-
fufion of Tanfy.

This Fever was complicated with the
Pleurify in a high degree,—a Cafe, of
all others the moft dangerous; but as

pleuritic
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pleuritic Symptoms do fometimes accom-
pany a morbid affe@ion of the abdominal
Vifcera in this Difeafe, perhaps it might
reafonably be afked, whether the Diarrbec
and Inflammation of the Omentum, which {o
ufually fucceeded the Rigor, were not here
prevented by early and repeated Bleeding.
From what may be obferved in the fore-
going Hiftory, it does not appear eligible to
wait for a diftin€t Intermifiion of this Fe-
ver, left a {evere attack of the febrile Pa-
roxiim fhould in the mean time carry off
" the Patient :—I think a Remiffion of the
Symptoms, efpecially if attended with any
Critical Evacuation, 1s, 1n genleral, fuffi-
cient to juftify the liberal and immediate
ufe of the Bark ;—but where they are at
firft manifeftly inflammatory, if Bleed-
ing and Evacuations have not preceded,
I have feen it given without any good
effect.

C.a5E
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Sarabh Evans, about twenty-one years
of age, was delivered in the Hofpital on
Monday the 19th of November, 17703 fhe
had a natural Labour, and was well the
two firft days after Delivery, but on the
third day was feized with a Fever, which
the Marron believed was owing to a fur-
prize, as the febrile Symptoms appeared
very foon after.

As this Patient was of a delicate, irrit-
able habit, and lax fibres, I did not think
it proper to diret bleeding, particularly
as her Skin was moift and her Pulfe quick
and very weak,

She took a Mixture with Sps. Min-
dereri and the Tiné?. Thebaic ; emollient
Clyfters were alfo direted to be frequent-
ly adminiftered: — After the Fever had gra-
dually increafed for a few days, fhe com-
plained of a difficulty of Breathing and a

pain
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pain in the fide of her Belly, towards the
Navel : —Warm Flannels were applied to
the part affeéed, and Bladders of hot Wa-
ter to her feet.

She drank Beef-watet and weak Pi-
mento Tea for common drink ; and being
extremely languid, (he was allowed a {mall
quantity of white Wine and light nou-
rithment by turns.

On the 29th of November (he was ftill
weaker,—the Heart almoft ceafing to do
its office, and the circulation being at the
loweft ebb :—The next morning the calm-
ly expired without any figns of pain or
the leaft convulfive ftruggle.

pEIts e Ee T 10O N.

On opening the Body, the evident marks
of Inflammation appeared, particularly in
the Abdomen :—A great part of the Omen-
tum was deflroyed and converted into Mar-

fer, and what remained was become gazn-

Gg grenous ;
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grenous 5—its difeafed membranous Ex-
panfions here and there overfpread the
Inteflines, and flightly adhered to their fur-
face, which was alfo inflamed, particularly
at their convolutions; thofe parts, from
the additional effe& of preflure, being as it
were, {uperficially foldered together: That
portion of the Omentiim which is inferted
round the great curvature of the Stomach,
was alfo confiderably inflamed.

The Uterus had a natural appearance,
and was perfe@tly found, as well as all the
parts peculiar toit.

The Liver was alfo unaffelted, except
its peritonzal coat, which being diffolved
by the Inflammation, lay on its furface ina
tender, gelatinous ftate: The Gall-bladder
was turgid with Bile.

The Mediaftinum was inflamed, but the
Lungs were perfectly found and free from

adhefion to the Pleura,
The
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The Whey coloured, putrid Fluid, contain-
ed in the cavity of the Abdomen, was near-
ly the fame in quantity and appearance as
that in the former Cafes.

Where the Pulfe was extremely foft
and weak, and the circulation languid,
it is difficult to account for {o fudden and
great a degree of Inflammation as to pro-
duce a colleCtion of Martter, or any in-
flammatory affetion of the Abdominal
Vifcera; but {o it was, and therefore, in all
fuch Cafes, where bleeding feems impro-
per, I think it would be requifite, imme-
diately to apply Sinapifms or a Blijer to
the uwmbelical region.

C Rnsalh X1V,

Hannab Teffreys, of a ftrong, healthy
conftitution, the fourth day after Delivery,
which was natural, was {feized with a fhi-
vering Fit, fucceeded by the Head-ach and
great ficknefs at the Stomach, with fix bi-
lious ftools ;—fhe was affe&ted with a uni-

Gga veifal
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verfal langour and frequent Sighings, with
great dejection of Spirits;—was very reftle(s
and thirfty, and had a fmart, quick Pulfe.

A Clyfter with Beef-water was given,
and fhe diluted plentifully with warm
Balm-tea, but could not perfpire.

The next morning, the had two purga-
tive Evacuations, and laboursd under great
anxiety and oppreflion at the Breaft :—
Broad, purple-coloured Spots, which rofe a
little above the furface of the Skin, foon
after appeared all over her Body;—they
were very thick on her Breaft and Face,

but were not attended with any mitigation

of the Symptoms, except for an hour or

two in the beginning.

She took one of the antimonial Powders,
which was repeated every three or four
hours, without any fenfible Evacuation
whatever :—Being no better in the even-
Ing,—the eruption appearing /ivid, and
her Extremities being cold;—a cordial

D
Julep

i
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Julep was given her now and then,—
Blifters were applied to the infide of her
Arms, and Cataplafms to her Feet ;—the
emollient Clyfter was repeated, and fhe
was allowed white Wine Whey for com-
mon drink.

The two following days all the febrile
Symptoms increafed, together with the
difficulty of breathing, altho’ the Blifters,
which had been applied, produced their
proper effe¢t ; and thus growing gradually
worfe and worfe, fhe died at four in the
morning on the sth of May, 1761, being
the ninth day from that of her Delivery.

The Caufes from whence thofe Pefechice
are faid to happen, are fo very different, as
to make a difference in their treatment
which is very effential to the Patient’s fafe-
ty : for inftance, if they arife from a putrid
diffolution of the Blood, they will require
the ufe of the Bark, with Acids, and all
fuch Medicines as confirm its texture, and

| refifk
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refift the putrefactive tendency which pre-
vails in the habit ;—but if on the contrary,
they are produced by tco great a degree
of the circulating power, which occafions
a rupture of the fmall arteries, and an ex-
travafation of the fanguineous globules ;
then the former Remedies are to be
avoided, and fuch as diminith the aion
of the Heart and Arteries, will afford
the motft relief; viz. Bleeding and Laxa-
trves, with plentiful Dilution and a cool-
ing Regimen.

The firit Cafe is attended with exceed-
ing danger, and very often proves fatal :—
Here, the Pulfe is generally quick and
weak, and the lofs of firength great and
fudden; on the contrary, in the fecond
Cafe, the Pulﬁ is hard and full, the Artery
vibrates more ftrongly, and the /pors may
fometimes be found by the touch, to rife a
little above the furface of the Skin, which
i3 ufually hot and florid ;—but it muft be

con-

)
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confeffed, that fome particular Fevers are |
fo indiftiné@ly marked as to their {pecies,
and their Symptoris {o various and equivo=
cal, that it is not a little difficult to know
with certainty from what caufe they arife.
We are alfo told, that in Difeafes which
are highly putrid, the Bedy has been obferv-
ed to remain uncommonly warm for 4
long time after death, and that the Limbs,
inftead of becoming ftiff and rigid, conti-
nue foft and flexible ; and this extraordi-
nary circumftance, in a certain degree, [

have known more than once to happen.
This laft, was the only Cafe where
the Omentum was neither fuppurated or
become gangrenous ;—there was indeed,
fome figns of {light Inflammation, and a
confiderable quantity of fluid in the Ah-
domen, which locked like the Serum of
the Blood, but it was not purulent, as
in the former Cafes :—Hence it is pro-~
bable, that a gradual accumulation of fluid
in
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in the Abdomen commences before death;
as the Lymphatics lofe their abforbent
power, from a mere defe®@ of the Vis
Vitw ; but where there is likewife an In-
flammation of the Vifcera, then the quan-
tity of this fluid will not only be confider-
ably increafed by a morbid Exudation from
the inflamed parts, but will alfo foon bea=
come purulent and corrupted, wheneves
the Difeafe ends in a Mortification.

With refpe@ to the number of Patients
delivered, and likewife of thofe who died,
in the Weflminfler New Lying-in Hofpi-
- Zal, the account, as appears by the Hofpi-
tal Books, ftands thus*:—From the 20th

of

* This Hofpital, fupported by Voluntary Subfeription,
was opened for the reception of Patients, fo lately as the
middle of the Year 1767, and therefore, may as yet be confi-
dered in its Infant State:—The Expence of raifing the
Building, which is 2 hundred Feet in front, was at firft, a
great dedution from the annual Income, confequently,
the number of Patients admitted, was proportionally lef: ;
but as this Charity, from its general Uulity, has hitherto
met with great Encouragement from the Public, and as the
Hoipital, in which are ten Ward:, is large enough to con-

tain
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of April, 1767, to the 3oth of November,
1769 ;—out of fwo bundred and eighty-fue,
delivered, three had the Child-bed Fever ; of
whom, Eliz. Waters and Eliz. Becket re-
covered, and Swfannabh Vernon, who had
Twins, died; allo Ann Moedy, of the Small
Pox the day after Delivery,
- From the above date to the 15th of
May, 17-;’1::-, (being the gprdemical Seafon)
out of fixty-three delivered, nineteen, had
the Child-bed Fever, befides others more
flightly affeCted with it; of which num-
ber, eleven died in the Hofpital, and two
more out of the Houfe, who were removed
at the requeft of their Friends, namely,
Frances Williams and Mary Gammon.

Elizabeth Kibblewbite, alfo died of an
Inflammation in her Bowels, during the
above period.

Hh From

tain Seventy Beds ; the Governors hope, through the fur-
ther Affiftance of the public-fpirited and humane, foon to

complete the whole, and to extend its benefits according to
ghe Plan originally propofed,
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From the 1 5th of May, 1770, to the 29th
of September, 1772, out of three bundred and
Sive delivered; two died, viz. Sarab Evans,
and Hannab efferys.

This Fever was alfo epidemical in Lon=
don in the Year 1760, of which, twenty-
four died in the Britifh Lying-in Hojpital,
from the 12th of “fune, to the latter end
of December ;—there being no inftance of
any fuch mortality in fo fhort a time, till
the Year 1770, when it was again ex-
tremely fatal,

SECT,.
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Of the Nature and Caufe of uterine Hamor-
rhages, and their Treatment before and
after Delivery.

UTERINE Hemorrhages and Con-

vulfions, being two of the moft dan-
gerous and alarming Maladies which can
happen to pregnant Women; I am in-
¢lined to hope, that the Obfervations con-
tained in the two following Sections may
become ufeful ; efpecially, as they are
drawn from experience, in the courfe of
feveral Years practice, and as few Authors
are to be found who have treated profeflfed-
ly or pra&ically on thofe fubjects,

A Uterine Hemorrhage or Flooding,
is a preternatural Difcharge of Blood from
the cavity of the Uterus, arifing from a
feparation of the Placenta from its inter-
nal furface, which in general, may be look-
-¢d upon as its immediate caufe; but

Hha the
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the remote caufes ma}r be various:—They
may proceed from external viclence, as
blows, or falls, or the over-exertion of
the Body in lifting heavy weights ;—iNw
flammatory Fevers,—the violent paffions
of the Mind, or whatever will preternatu-
rally increafe the momentum of the Blood
on the uterine Veflels, may alfo be produc-
tive of this Difcharge.

Nothing will fo much contribute to the
true knowledge of uterine Hemorrhages,
as a due attention tb the peculiar {truc-
tare of the Placenta and gravid Uterus,
and their attachment to each other;—
this will not only more clearly point out
from whence the Blood proceeds, but
alfo the degree of danger to the Mother
and Child.

The Placerta may be looked upon as a
kind of apparatus or medium of inters |
courfe, fmrﬁ}cd by Nature for carrying on

the
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the circulation between the Feetus and Mo-
ther; and is not only made up by one
umbilical Vein and two Arteries, which
divide and fubdivide til! they become in-
finitely fmall; but allo by a confider-
able quantity of cellular fubfiance every
where interpofed among the ramifications
of thefe Veflels :—This cellular {fubiftance
is abundantly fupplied with veflels from
the Uterus, but they are to beconfidered as
aSyftem diftinct from that of the umbilical
Veflels, with which they have no com-
munication ; for, the fubtileft Injeclions
have never been found to pafs into the one,
by filling the other ;—the firft can only be
injeCted from the Utervs,—the laft from
the body of the Faetus.—Hence it appears,
that there is a two-fold circulation going on
in the Placentary Mafs, and that altho’
there is a continuation of Veflels, and a

circulation of red Blood between the Uterus

and
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ond Placenta, there is none between the
Mother and Child, by means of the um-=
bilical Vefiels.

Indeed it has been matterof difpute, whe-
ther the ultimate branches ofthe placentary
Vein, anaftomofe with thofe of the Uterus,
{o as to tranfmit red Blood from the Mo-
ther to the Child; or whether they ftrike
root in the Uterus, and from thence abforb
~a milky Fluid for the nourithment of the
Fcetus, which is afterwards converted in-
to Blood by’ the circulating power of its
Heart and Arteries, in the fame manner as
blood is generated by the Chick in Ovo.

Arantius, a learned Profeflor in the Uni-
verfity of Bologna, 1 think, was the firlt
who den}red the circulation of red Blood
between the Mother and Child, by a con-
tinuation of Veflels pafling from the one
to the other; and the rather, as he ob-
{erves, that there is no kind of propor=-
tion between the innumerable branches

of
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of the placentary Veflels, compared to
thofe of the Uterus, to render their Anaf-
tomofis in the leaft probable.— ¢ I//ud tan-
¢ dem hanc vaforum unionem minime conce=
“ di poffe atteflatur, quod nulla fit vaforum
¢ yteri cum innumeris umbilicalium radici-
¢ bus, & capillamentis proportio, eoque ma-
“¢ gi5 quod uteri vaja per matricis propriam
¢ fubffantiam potius [anguinem effundant,
““ gquam ad internam fuperficiem fuis ofculss
¢ pertingant®*.”

The late celebrated Dr. Monro, was of
the fame opinion :—He imagined, that the
extreme branches of the umbilical Vein,
took up the lymphatic part of the Blood
from the uterine Sinus’s, in the fame man-
ner that the /aéfeals abforb Chyle from the
cavity of the Inteftines+.

Pﬂrhapé it may be urged, that althe’ the
umbilical Vein only receives a nutritious

fluid

* Aram. de human, Feet. p. 24.
4+ Edin, Med, Effays, Vol, II. p. 133,
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fluid from the Uterus, yet the Arteries
muft return their red Blood to it, other-
wife it would becomeredundant; but {eeing
that there is a free Anaftomofis between
thefe Vefels,in the fubftance of the Placen-
ta; the greateft part of that arterial blood
which was fuppofed to be carried back to
the Uterus, is, in fadl, taken up by the um-
 bilical Veins and returned to the Child* :
Indeed, the moft accurate Anatomifts now
feem to agree, that the ultimate branches
both of the umbilical Arteries and Veins,
reach the convex furface of the Placenta,
and proceed no further.

If we may compare Vegetables with
Animals, it feems moft likely, that the
Child in the Womb is at firft nourifhed
by the fame abforbent power as Roots in
the Earth ; or like parafite Plants, which
draw their nourifhment from the body in-

to

* According to Robault, only a feventh part of the ar-
terial Blood is returned by the umbilical Arteries to the

gumre:;: furface of the Placenta.
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to which they are inferted 4 :—Perhaps it
may alfo be a probable conjecture, that the
uterine Veflels which enter the cellular
fubftance of the Placentd, may there de-
pofit a futritious Lymph, which is after-
wards abforbed by the extreme branches
of the umbilical Vein, for the fervice of
the Feetus.

From this reafoning, driwn froin the
the flructure of the parts, a circumftance,
which has often appeared unaccountable,
becaufe it was imperfectly underftood,
will become more obvious and plain, viz.
Why the Child may furvive in Utero for 4
confiderable time, and without being de-
prived of Blood, altho’ the Mother is al=
moft exhaufted and brought to the point
of death by a profufe difcharge of that
Fluid ;—for the blood, in flooding Cafcs, is
immediately difcharged from thofe very

Ii Veffels
+ Vide, Parfons’s Analogy between the propagation of
Euimale and Fegetables.
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Veffels awhich [pring from the Urerus, and
enter into the cellular fubftance of the Pla-
centa ; and not from the extreme branches
of the Funis umbilicalis;—the firlt being
parts peculiar to the Uterus, the laft pro-
per to the Child.

‘The falfe Chorion, invefling the exterior
furface of the Placenta, is alfo numeroufly
fupplied with thofe wrerine Veffels ; and it
may bela:d down as a pra&icﬂal rule with-
out exception, that whenever a large quan- .
tity of this tendervafculor Membrane comes
away, attended with painand a fanguineous
difcharge, it infallibly denotes a fepara-
tion of the Placenta from the Uterus, and
the Patient will therefore neceflarily mif-
¢arry, notwithftanding every attempt to
prevent it s—this reddith flaky fubftance,
being as it were, the very bond of union
between thofe parts.

Harvey afferts, that when the Mother
was even extin@ and almoft i with

' cold,
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cold, he had often found the umbilical
Arteries beating, and the Feetus vigorous
and ftrong :—He alfo denies the Anafto-
mofis of Veflels between the Placenta and
Uterus.’

<< Imo' vero in ejufmod; Cafonibus, mem=
€< brana thorio etiamnum obvolutis, [ape re-
¢ pers(matre jam extinéta & plane rigida)
¢ arterias umbtlicales micantes, fatumque
¢ wegetum. Ruare band verum eft [piritus a
¢ matre per Arterias ad fetum pertingere :
¢ Nec magis verum vafa feotus umbilicalia
¢ cum uteri vafis  per Angflomefin cone
¢ jungi *.”

A new-born Child will live for many
hours after the birth without nourithment,
for it then exifts by -a circulation of its
own, and being replete with blood and
juices, ftands in no iramediate need of an
additional fupply ;--in like manner, it will
continue alive for a given time in Utero,

Iiz when
* Harw. Op. a Colleg, Medic, Londin, edits p. 5908
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when cut off from all communication with
the Motuer ; that is, after a feparation of
the Placenta: But altho’it there receives
no red Blood, it muft neceffarily languith
and die at laft from the want of Lymph,
or that nutriticus fomething which is ef~
{ential to life ; like a tepder Plant, which
cannot long {ubfilt without the ufe of Wa-
ter, or refrething (howers®,

Such Fluxes of blood as happen after
Delivery, may be brought on by the violent
extraction of the Placenia,—by the diften-
tion of the Uterus in Twin-Cafes, from
a fecond Child, or by a defe of its con-
tractive power, from 3 general weaknefs
of the folid fyftem.

Uterine Haemorrhages are more or lefs
dangerous, 1n proportion as the Patient ig
advanced in the time of her pregnancy :—
In the firft two or three Months, the Em-
bryo enjoys little more than vegetable

life 5

® Vide, Greg. Nymman, de Vita Festus iz Utere,
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life ; the Veflels conne@ing it to the Uze-
rus, being very fmall, confcquently, the
blood is then difcharged by fuch flow and
infenfible degrees, that there is generally
time to fupply the lofs, by replenifhing
them with nourifhing Fluids, {o as to keep
up the circulation.

When this is the cafe, the Patient will
often fuftain the lofs of & large quantity of
blood, without much diminution of
ftrength; but on the contrary, when the
Difcharge is great and {udden, the event is
frequently fatal; and the rather if it hap-
_pﬂn.s in the laft months of pregnancy, when
the uterine Vefiels are become large and
seplete with Bleod.

The vaft profufion of this Fluid, gives
jo fudden a check to the circulation, that-
there 1s not a fufficient quantity returned
to the Heart to keep it in due motion ; fo
that its aCtion either languithes for a time,

and
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and the Patient faints, or wholly ceafes,
and fhe expires in a Syzcape®.

Floodings from violent bruifes or falls,
are generally of the worft confequence, for
the Patient is then not only in danger fim-
ply from the lofs of blood, but alfo from
the nature of the injury itfelf :—They are
alfo extremely fallaceous and fatal in the
laft months of pregnancy, for they will
frequently ceafe for a time, and remove
the appearance of danger, but as often fud-
denly return, and fometimes carry her off
before thereis time to effe@ the Delivery,
which is the only expedient, in fuch Cafes,
that can pefiibly fave her life.

When the Uterus is emptied of its
contents, it contracts, and gradually be-
comes lefs in bulk, efpecially if the vital

powers
* According to Haller's Dorine, the motien of the
Heart principally depends on the irritability of the right

Auricle, which is ftimulated into motion, by the influx of
Blood from the Vera Cava,
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powers of the Body are not much impair-
ed by the preceding difcharge, confequently
the current of blood in the branches of the

bypﬁgcgﬁﬂ'c and fpermatic Arteries will begin
to meet with refiftance, and.its inomen-

tum on the bfeedin“g Orrifices of thefe Vef-
{els being confiderably diminithed, the
Flooding will either abate or totally ceafe ;
fo that a dextrous Operator will fometimes
be able to do more for the fafety of the Pa-
tient by manual operation, than could poffi-
bly be effeted by the moft fkilful appli-
cation of Medicines.

When any part of the Placenta has been
feparated from the Uterus, it will never
afterwards adhere, as appears after Deli-
very ; for that precife quantity of it which
was difunited, is plainly pointed out, by be-
ing covered with black, coagulated blood :
Hence the reafon is obvious, why thofe
Hemorhages, which difappear for a time,

are {o extremely dangerous b}f.thﬁir {udden

return ;
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return; for they do not ceafe becaufe there
is a reunion of the divided Veflels, but be-
canfe the circulation languifhes, from- the
profufe lofs of blood, fo that the Patient
faints; during which interval, its impquc
18 diminiﬂm&, and the Veflels, being freed
from their &i&cnding power, will not on-
ly gradually contra@ from the natural co-
hefion of their parts, but the Blood being
almoft in a flate of reft, will coagulate,
and as it were, feal up their bleeding
Orifices.

Here it 15 neceflary to remark, that per-
nicious and deftruéive method of giving
beating Cordials ot fpirituous Liguors, with
a view to revive the Patient; to which,
many have unhappily fallen viftims, yet
tis ftill fo prevalent, efpccially among
the lower clafs, that it never can be fuf-
ficiently difcountenanced, or its danger
too fully pointed out:—Many Women,
during their fainting Fits, are plentifully

fup=

R B L
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fupplied with warm {piced Wine of
Caudle; with the addition of Brandy,
which will ihcreafe the motion of the
Blood and again force open the bleeding
Vefiels; and thus they will altetnately con-
tinuc to flood and faint till the hour of
death :—The' defign of fuch proceedings
mhay be goad; but the corifequence will be
fatal, '

Altho’ nnthing is more difficult than to
root out prejudice from ignorant Minds ;
yet, he who will conform to vulgar errors
at the expence of his Patient’s fafety, and
is afraid to oppofe them left his own inter-
et thould fuffer, acts below the dignity of

his profeffion and the principles of an
honeft Man.

If the moft unintelligent of mankind was
afked, whether a Perfon over-heated with
ftrong Liquor, or one half chilled to death
with cold, would bleed the moft profufely

en receiving a wound in any part of his

Kk body ;
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body ; furely, he would reply, the former: |

'The cafe is fimilar in refpect to Uterine
Hamorrhages, yet, {uch is the prevalence
of cuftom, that the method of giving Cor-
dials, as they are called, is ftill obftinately
followed, contrary to all experience, as
well as reafon and common fenfe.

Thofe, who confider the Origin and

diftribution of the bypegafiric and fperma=

tic Arteries, which branch off from large
Trunks and numeroufly {fupply the Uterus,
muft needs perceive with what rapidity the
Blood pafles through thofe Veflels ; parti=
cularly the firft, which are very large in
the gravid ftate; and confequently, how
foon the Patient may be exhaufted in pro«
fufe Floodings, efpecially in plethoric Ha-
bits, or where the a¢tion of the Heart and
Arteries is increafed by fpirituous Liquors
or a heating Regimen®, -
Under fuch circumftances, the beft
Cordials are thofe Fluids which will re-

plenith

% Vide, L qufen’s accurate Experiments on the Bleod.

]

!
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plenith the empty Veflels, without heat-
ing the Body ; aad therefore, Broths pre-
pared from animal Subftances, Jellies, and
the like, are, of all others, the fitteft to
afford expeditious Nourifhment, as they
will foon be afflimilated and converted into
blood, without much afliftance from the
Stomach or vital Powers, which at this
time are much impaired.

To fubjoin particular Hiftories of flood-
ing Cafﬁs,l would prove of little ufe to a
pra&ical-Readﬁr, fince profufe difcharges
of Blood happening in the laft months
of Pregnancy, are generally {fuch, as no
Medicines have power to remove; for
as long as the Uterus remains in a ftate
of diftenfion, fo long will its Veflels
continue to pour out Blood, efpecially
where a large quantity of the Placenta 18
{eparated from it ; and therefore, it would
be very unfafe to expect from Medicines
what can only be brought about by a

| Kkaz frecdy
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{peedy Delivery, which produces a mecha-
zical change in the ftruture of that Or-
gan by removing its contents.—But al-

tho’ this is the principal Expedient,

and the moft effe@ual Remedy in fuch

Cafes, yet, unfortunately, it does not
always fecure the Patient from future
danger; for the force and energy with
which the Uterns contrads, being in
proportion to the bodily firength, ra-
ther than the length of time the Patient
has been delivered, whenever that is great-
ly diminifhed, the Flux of Blood may ftill
continue ; and this is the reafon why a
Flooding before Delivery, does fometimes,
alfo prove the caufe of the like Difcharge
afterwards.—In the feveral Bodies which
were opened, when the Child-bed Fever
proved mortal, I had a good opportunity of
afcertaining this fact, and ;:ﬂn.ﬂantly found
that where the Patient was ftrong, .and not
invgded  with the Feyer till later than

ufual,

-1
|
|

PR SR, P



.

UTERINE HCEMORRHAGES, 261

ufual, there, the Uterus was greatly dimi«
nithed in bulk; but on the contrary, where
fhe was naturally weak, or rendered {o
by a fudden attack of the Dileale, it then
became inert, and was found lefs firm and
contracted.

Puzos particularly takes notice, that
when the Uterus contradts imperfectly af-
ter Delivery, the confequence is dangerous;
and alfo remarks, that altho’ the Patient
is delivered by turning the Child; fhe
often dies in confequence of the violence
applied, or by a continuance of the Dif~
charge :—He afferts, that Floodings are
moft profufe when the Labour-pains
are the weakelt, and therefore conclud-
ed, it would be right in fuch Cafes, to
procure pain artificially, by dilating the
Os Uteri, which puts the Uterus into a
ftate of contra&ion, by which the Child
is at laft expeiled.—-—-This he calls the hap-
py medium between the natural Delivery,

and
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and that which isforced, by violently turne
ing the Child; and afiures us, that by this
method he had been extremely fuccefsful.

I remember an Inftance of the good ef-
fe& of this method, in a Gentlewoman
to whom I was called in 2ork-Buildings,
about two years ago:—From Sunday eve-
ning till the Tuefday following about
twelve 0'Clock, at which time I was de-
fired to vifit her, the Flooding had con-
tinued profule.

She was attended by her Midwife, and
had drank plentifully of Port Wine, in
which a hot Iron had been quenched ta
render it the more aftringent, as I {up-
pofe :—Her afpe&t was pale and death-
like, and fhe frequently fainted ;-~her
Pulfe was almoft imperceptible, and fhe
feemed finking very faft.

The full time of her reckoning was ex-
pired, but as her ftrength was much ex-
haufted, the Labour-pains were inconfi=

' derable,

i it
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derable, and the Os Uteri but little dilated.
I immediately broke the Membranes, that
the refiftance to the languid contraction of
the Uterus might be lefs, and {upplied her
plentifully with Peal Broth, made mode-
rately ftrong, but without any Salt or
Spices :—Of this Nourithing Fluid, giv-
en cold, fhe {wallowed a Tea-cupful, or
as much as her Stomach would bear,
every quarter of an hour; having ta-
ken nothing of the like kind before.—
The cold, freth Air, was alfo freely
admitted into her Chamber, which feem=
ed to give her new Life, for the found
her ftrength and f{pirits, as well as her
pains, increafe very faft; and by dila-
ting the Os Uteri, they atlaft became fo
ftrong as to effe& the Birth before the
Evening ; without the danger or trouble
of turning the Child, which, notwith-
ftanding the vaft difcharge of bleod, was

born
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Born wigorous and firong, as already pat=<
ticularly remarked elfewhere.

A curious example of the efficacy of
nourithing Fluids in {eftaining life and re+
froring the ftrength, even when the affimi-+
lating powers of the body, were mot faf=+
ficient to convert them into blood, 1s men=
tioned by Lower in his Book De Corde;
viz¥, Adotwefcentr fedecim annos nato cum
magna fanguinis copin (qua de caufa non e-
fert) perbiduum continuo erumiperet, negice
Yred:camentis nut arte ulla cobiber: potuif ;
Jufcilis eim reficere & recreare amice &
aflantes curarunt 5 cumygie ea valde avide
expeteret atque affumeret, fluxus fubinde con-
citatior quogue fullus eff, & tandem res eo
devenit, ut maffa fanguinis fere tota emiffa,
gr;;g'{?;;fd jam e:ﬁffﬁ’rff , dilutum & pallidum,
‘{};f;gm'ﬁfs neque naturam mneque [peciem pfe
Jo ferret, ipfi jufculo quod toties bauferat
giam fanguing fimilius : Atque eadem jforma

per

* De Corde, Cap. i, p 63
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pbr diem wnum aut alterum duravit bic
aqueus fluxus, conflante interim Cordi motu
Suo, domec fluxu demum confopito fuvenis
paulatim integre foluti reflitutus eff, & exin-
de in virum robuflum & quadratum accrevit,

In order to know whether fopical Appli-
tations, Medicines, or manual Operation, will
the moft effectually relieve the Patient in
Uterine Heemorrhages, their various caufes
are to be attentively confidered, together
with the feveral circumftances of the Cafe ;
alfo her habit of Body, and the different
ftate of the Uterus before and after Deliverys

In thofe Fluxes of Blood which happen
during Labeur, and at the full expiration of
Pregnancy, it will be proper to break the
Membranes ; for the Uterus will contract
after the difcharge of the Waters, and the
Floodings will therefore be diminithed ;
particularly, as the bleeding Veflels will '
then be brought into contaét with the bo-

- dy of the Child, as it were, by comprefs
Ll and
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and bandage : But as this method only

procures relief to a certain degree, if the
fymptoms become urgent, and the Labout
does not quickly advance, the Patient
cught to be delivered as foon as pofiible.
When the Child’s Head for a time fhuts
up the Qs Uteri, the Patient may continue
to lofe blood profufely into the cavity of
ihe anb,' altho’ none externally ap-
pears.; this may be fufpecied when her
Pulfe finks, attended with great Faintnefs
and fudden lofs of Strength, without any
evident caufe, and will beft be known by

prefling up the Head in the abfence of the
Labour-pains; fo as to let the confined

blood efcape.—Such Czfes are extremely
dangerous and fallacious, where the Ope-
rator is not on his guard.

Sometimes the Placenta has been found
to prefent loofe at the Os Uteri, and at

other times to adhere to that part ; in both
which Cafes, efpecially the firft, a Flood-

ang

- X
S



UTERINE HOEEMORRHAGES. 267

ing will happen, attended with great dan-
ger, and therefore will require a fpeedy
Delivery, which may be effeted cither by
the Forceps or turning the Child, as ap-
pears moft eligible from different circum-
{tances ; for as the whole placentary Mafs
is {feparated from the Womb, the leaft de-
lay would prove fatal to the Patient.

Thofe Hemorrhages which happen
where the Child has long been dead in
Utero, are alfo attended with the moft
imminent danger, becaufe as there is then
no longer any circulation in the Placenta,
it will at length feparate from the Uterus,
and the Patient will be almoft in the fame
fituation as where it prefented loofe, altho’
it does not carry with it an appearance {a
alarming,

Fanuary the 2oth, 1765, I was fent for
to Mrs. G. a Gentlewoman in Piccadilly,
who was feized with a Flux of Blood from
the Uterus, near the full time of Preg-

L ] 2 Eiil’le %
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nancy; as it was not profufe, and her
Strength and Spirits were good, I waited
for fome hours in expectation of ftronger
Pains, but as the Difcharge fﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁﬁ to 2o
off, and fhe was difpofed to fleep, I left
her, and defired to be called if it returned
with violence, or when the Pains became
fironger.—~When I returned to her the
next day, they were inconfiderable, and
the Os Uteri very little dilated, but
tho’ fhe continued to lofe blood, her
firength feemed but little impaired : In
this fitnation fhe remained feveral days,du-
ring which time (he took a decoétion of
the Bark, with the Tinéi. Rofar. r. and a
few drops of the Tinét. Thebaic.

At laft the Difcharge became intolerably
putrid, and was foon after followed by a
large Secretion of M:ll, which flowed
from her Breafts by the flighteft Prefiure :
—The P‘Imgiing now began to increafe
very much ;—fhe grew weak and faint,

and
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and certainly would foon have {unk under
the Difcharge, had the not been {pecdily
delivered.

The Child had probably been dead a-
bout three Days before the Secretion of
Milk, which began as foon as the Plz-
cenfa was feparated from the Womb ;
for then the Hemorrhage was obferved

to increale, The {fame Circumftance

may happen when the Feetus in Utero is
weak, and the abforbing power of the
Placenta from thence in part deftroyed ;
agreeable to what is laid down by Hippo-
crates in his Aphor. viz. Mulier: in Utero
gerenti, fi multum Lactis ex Mammis flexe-
rit, infirmum Fetum fignificat®,

In ftrong habits, where the uterine fi-
bres are tenfe, the Flooding generally
ftops, and the Placenta is eafily excludcd
{foon after Delivery, being before {eparat-
ed in part from the Womb ; but on the

con=

* Sect. v. Aphor. ¢2,
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contrary, when the Patient is very weak,
a much longer time is required for its
coming away ; and if it thould be unwa-
rily extralted before the Uterus has had
{ifficient time to contra&, or where it af-
terwards continues leofe and inactive, a
mortal Hemorrhage may chance to en-
{ue. Indeed it fometimes happens that
the lofs of Blood is profufe, even after
| Delivery, where the Placenta remains, un~
der which circumftance it may be proper
immediately to take it away :—Here the
Actionof the Uterusis foextremely languid,
that it has not Power either to expel the
Placenta, or the large quantity of coagula-
ted Blood colleéted in its Cavity : A fatal
Inftance of this Kind occurred to me in the
year 1770, in the Cafe of Mrs. W— near
Weftminfter-Bridge, to whom I was call-
ed about an hour and a half after the had
been delivered b}r her Midwife,

The

= onda
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The internal ufe of Medicines; as far as I
have obferved, ought never folely to be de-
pended upon in fuch Cafes; for altho’ they
may afford fome Relief in a certain time,
the Patient would generally bleed to death
before they could take effe@; and there-
foreimmediate recourfe muft be had to topi-
cal Applicatiané; {fuch as Oxycrate or fharp
Vinegar, in which thick linen Comprefies
have been dipped, and which are to be ap-
plied cold to the Belly and Loins, and re-
newed as foon as they grow warm, other-
wife they will relax rather than conftringe.

Gentle Preflure on the Belly, by means
of a broad circular Roller, will alfo prove
of fervice, by Dbﬁruﬁing the rapid courfe
of the Blood through the Uterus, and al{o
by aflifting its languid contracion.

The Patient thould be kept cool, and if
neceflary, expofed to the Co/d A:r, even in
the midft of Winter, by opening the

Doers andWindows, foas to let it be equal-

by
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ly diffufed round her Chamber ; — her
Drinks fhould be given cold, and acidu-
lated with Lemon-juice or mineral Acids ;
and if ever the ufe of Styprics can prove
of fervice, perhaps it may be here, where
the Uterus, altho’ empty, has not the
power of being reftored to its former

State. I have found a ftrong Decoition

of the Bark and Elixir of Vitril, toge-
ther with a fmall quantity of the TinCture
of Cinnamon to make it grateful, more

efficacious than any thing which I have

feen tried.
The Form may be varied at Difcretion,

and if neceflary, the Extrat may be add=
ed, viz.
R. Decoé. Peruv. Cort. 31
Extrac. ejufd. moll. 2i
Tin&. Rofar. rub. 3fs
— Cinn. 3iij
Confec. Alkerm. 3j fiat hauftus pro

re nata exhibendus,
When
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When the Difcharge is attended with
much Pain er Irritation of the Uterus;
five or more drops of the Thebaic Tinc-
{ure may be joined with each Draught ;
or what will produce its Effe¢t with moré
certainty; a liberal dofe of the Prl. ¢ Sty-
race, or the Extraél. Thebaic —the firft
may be given from two to fix grains; and
the laft from half a grain to 2 grain and a
half, which may be repeated if occafion
requires ; efpecially, where the habit is
not pletharic, and when the {ymptoms are
extremely urgent.

If all thefe methods fail, and the Pa-
tient is inh immediate danger, the Aguz
Alumineja Bateana; or a weak folution of
the Qolcothar of Vitriol injetted into the ca-
vity of the Uterus as a Styptic, will pro-
bably reftrain the Difcharge, by coming
into immediate contact with the Orifices
of the bleeding Veflels ;—but thofe Rés

M m medies
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medies are only applicable after Delivery,
when it is empty and remains un-
contracted.

Hoffinan tells us, he fucceeded in flop-
ping a profufe uterine Hamorrhage, which
had withftood every other method, by
pafling up Pledgets of Lint, dipped in a
folution of the Colcothar of Vitriol, as high
into the Vagina as poffible ; and as the Pa-
tient afterwards conceived and had a hap-
Py Dc:liver'y, he obferves, that the Func-
tions of the Uterus were not in the leaft
injured by the ftyptic power of this
application.

Leuret hit upon a very odd but ingeni-
ous exnedient in ftopping a violent Flood-
ing after Delivery, which otherwife would
foon have proved fatal :.—He introduced a
piece of Ice into the Uterus, which being
firuck withafuddenchill, immediately con~
tradled, and put a flop to the Hemorrhage.

The
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The moft extraordinary Inftance of a
Flux of Blood from the Womb, which I
have ever heard of, fell under the obfer-
vation of the late Dr. Cole, who, fome
years ago, pra@ifed Midwifery in Londoi
with great reputation: On opening the
Body, the whole furface of the Placenta
was found adhering to the Uterus, but a
gréat part of the falfe Chorion, invefting the
membranous Bag which contains the Child,
‘was f{eparated from it ; and conf:quently,
an infinite number of thofe Vefiels with
which it is fupplied from the Uterus be
ing torn afunder, the effufion of blood was

{o great as to prove mortal: From
what caufe this accident was brought
about, I have not been able to inform
myfelf, —Thofe flight diftharges, which
have fometimes been known to go off, and
ailow the Patient to proceed the full pe-
riod of geftation, have been imputed to
the lofs of blood from the fuife Chorion of

Mma the
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the Bag only, 2nd not to a feparation of
the Placenia itlelf ; and indeed, notwith-
ftanding what has already been faid, I am
fiill inclined to think fo; for whenever any
part of the laft is difunited from the Utgs
rus, thereis the greateft reafon to fuppofe
it will never again adhere ; altho’ Noort-
qoyk, in hic Hiftory of the gravid Uterus,
has afferted the contrary*®,

Some Floodings have occurred, which
were attended with very uncommon cir-
cumftances ; for Inftance, the celebrated
Albinus mentions a Cafe, where only the
central part of the Placenta being loofened,
a large quantity of coagulated blood was
lodged between it and the Uterus, as it
were in a Bag ; and confequently, not a
drop was externally cifcharged, fo as to
foretell the danger.

Cometimes the Blood has been found to
proceed from the Vagina, and at other
times from a Rupture of the large Vefiels

rin-

# _fl.’.;;.i‘l-‘:!,:j‘,it de U:‘E:‘_. gra"ii' p: 28,
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running on the concave {urface of the Pla-
centa, or even in the Funis itfelf ; which
muft neceflarily foon prove fatal to the
Child, but will not propartionably endan-
ger the Mother.—The preternatural fhort-
nefs of the Funis, or its being twifted round
the Child’s Neck, have alfo been fuppofed
to bring on a Flooding ; for if it then

moves powerfully, the Placenta may be
torn from the Uterus.

Whatever fubjects the body to violent
motion, or agitates the Mind, fthould be
carefully avoided ; as it has already been
fhewn in treating of the Child-bed Fe-
wver, at page go. how much the force of
the circulating blood on its Veffels is
increafed by the aéltion of the Mufcles :
Coughing, Sneezing, —a Tenefmus, or
other efforts which lay ftrefs on the Womb,
all tend, in a certain degree, to deftroy its

union with the contained parts, efpecially,

11)=
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“immoderate exercife in the laft months of

pregnancy, when the Child is large and
pbndcmus.

The Paffions of the Mind, efpecially
fudden Terror, have alfo frequently been
known to produce this diforder; a very
remarkable Inftance of which is related by
Salmuth, as follows*.

Archiatri Anbaltini, D. S. K. conjunx
puerpera laftat infantem fub noctem. Per
jamm & mudieribus quibusdam ex convivio do=
mum Lendentibus fores & feneftree nimis im=
petuos® pulfantur. 1lld hinc admodum perter=
rita, totogs corpore contremifcente, repenté
fxcffdmr;ﬂﬂy?uw};m mé?gﬁum, 1 annumn in=
tegrum perdurans, & adeo quidem copiofums
ut per firagula etiam deflucret, atque ex eq
ipfa tandem morereur.

Some years ago, I was defired to vifit a
Gentlewoman near Berkley-Square, who was
feized with a Flooding from the over-haity

' extracs=
® Salm, Obfer, Med, Cent. 3, xlix,
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extraction of the Placenta, by which the was -
reduced to the laft degree of weaknels:—
I defired that {he might be kept extremely
quiet, and fupplied with frequent nourith-
ment ;—1 alfo direCted a mixture with
Tincture of Rofes and the foft Extra® of
Bark, &c. of which fhe took two {poon-
fulls as often as her Stomach would bear ;
In a fhort time fhe found herfelf much re-
covered, but towards the morning, by on-
ly turning herfelf haflily in Bed, the Dif-
charge immediately returned in great
abundange.—I was again called, and found
her to all appearance, at the point of death,
but by the application of thick Comprefies
dipped in cold Vinegar, to the Belly and
Loins, together with the fame method as
before, fhe at laft perfe@ly recovered.
Exceffive Anger or {udden Fear produce
a Spafm, or contraéion of the vafcular Sy[‘-
tem, by which the blood is driven from

the furface to the centre of the Body, as

15
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is evident from the palenefs of the Face,
which is inftantly followed by a throbbing
and palpitation of the Heart ;—foon after
the Countenance becomes florid, from the
reaction of the Heart and Arteries, which
throws out the Blood to the furface again :
Hence, during the Spalm; the venous
Blood is violently driven to the right Au-
ricle of the Heart, and confequently, the
velocity of the arterial Blood difcharged
from the left Venticle into the Aorta decern-
dens, will be confiderably increafed, as well
as that circulating through the Arteries of
the Womb; from which the Placenta may
be forced away and a Hcemorrhage may
enfue.

This tumult in the bedy, feems to be
produced by the nervous Influence which
affecs it, like a flight ele@ric fhock :—
Accordingly, Women of delicate Confti-
tutions, whole nervous Syftem 1s extreme-

ly irritable, are, of all others, the moft
{ub-
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fubje to thofecomplaints; and I have like-
wife obferved, in fuch habits where the
Patient was not pregnant, and the Ure="
rus, therefore, not fufceptable of the Im-
preflion, that Pains in the Bowels or a
Diarrhcea have often been brought on, and
fometimes a dangerous Iever, particularly
when the former did not happen.
Bleeding and Styprics, together with theli-
beral ufe of Op:ium, and the application of
Ligatures to the extremities of the Body,
are the Remedies which have been princi-
pally depended upon, and directed in their
turn for the cure of Urerine Huwmorrbages ;
and therefore, it may perhaps prove of
fome ufe, to examine their {feveral Effects,
elpecially, as it has been too much the cuf-
tom of one Author to copy and adopt the
methods of another, and to recommend
them from hear-fay, or on the autho-
rity of his Predeceflors, rather than from
the teft of his own Experience; to the

Nn great
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great detriment of true Medical Know-
ledge.

By attending to the Circulation, it will
become evident, that Bleeding can feldom
be proper, except in the beginning of thofe
Floodings which happen before Delivery,
and when they arife from a Plethora,—an
inflammatory Fever, or external Violence :
—Sometimes, indeed, if the Patient fhould
be threatened with this Malady, after any
violent furprize, it may alfo be requifite ;
but as in general, weakly, hyfterical Wo-
men, who have been obferved to bear the
lofs of blood with inconvenience, are the
ofteneft thus affeted, it thould be dire&ted
with great caution ; efpecially, as Opiates
and the warm Barh will anfwer much bet-
ter, by foothing the Nerves into a ftate of
Tranquility, Befides, it has been proved
that the contraion of the Uterus after
Delivery, upon which the abatement of
the Dilcharge chiefly depends, will be

in
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in proportion to the bodily ftrength ; and
therefore, an additional lofs of Blood from
the Arm at that period, would further
endanger the Patient, both by diminifh-
ing the a&ion of the Womb, and by
giving fo fudden a check to the circula-
tion, as to occafion dangerous Faintings,
or perhaps a mortal Synceepe.

Styptic Medicines have been fuppofed
to reftrain internal Heemorrhages, by en-
tering the Blood and conftringing the Ori-
fices of the bleeding Veflels, and have
therefore been accounted falutary and ef-
ficatious in thofe complaints; but upon
how unjuft a foundation, I appeal to
common Experience.

If Styptics produce their effect by con-
tracting the Veflels, they muft alfo in-
creafe their action on the contained blood;
for 1t will be nearly the fame thing, with
refpect to the velocity of the blood, whe-
ther its Veflels are preternaturally filled,

Nnz when
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when their diameters were the {fame as be=
fore, or whether their diameters are pre-
terpaturally leffened when their quantity
of blood remained the fame ; or in other
words, when the fame guantity of blood
is contained in a narrower f{pace, its
Veficls will from thence become the ful-
ler.—For example, if a certain quantity of
any Fluid was forced through two flexible
Tubes, -:}f-diif'crent diameters, but of the
fame length, and in the fame given time ;
its velocity in the fmalleft Tube would ne-
ceflarily be greater than in the other :—
Hence it becomes manifeft, thatif ftyptic
or aftringent Medicines act by contracting
the Orifices of the bleeding Vefiels, they
muft alfo firft a& univerfally on the whole
vafcular Syftem ; and if fo, that by lef-
fening the diameters of the feveral Veflels,
their a&ion on the contained blood, will
be increafed, which muft alfo neceffarily
rireafs the Flooding.

If
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If it fhould be alledged that they act by
coagulating the Blood, and not by bra-
cing its Veflels ; or that, like Opium, they
prodace their effe@ by the mediation
of the Nerves of the Stomach, without
It is to be

entering the blood at all :
remembered that whatever thickens the
Blood, will, moft probably, al{o confiringe
its Veflels ;—in fhort, by what means {o-
ever they affe@ the Habit, ’tis plain, that
a Hcemorrhage can only be ftopped ei-
ther by fuch things as contract the ruptur-
ed Veflels, or diminith the force of the
fluid pafling through them :—The firft of
thefe effects have already been confidered,
and the laft muft needs be denied, fince
what occafions Thirft and Fever, cannot
properly be faid to leflen the circulating
power, but to increafe it.

No wonder then that Hyffinan afferts,
he has often feen Uterine Hemorrhages
increafed by Styptics, but alfo obftinate

com-=
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complaints of the Chronical kind, {uch as
Chachexy, Drop{}r,-, or hectic Fever,
brought on by their prepofterous ufe.—
Agreeable to what is advanced by that ex-
cellent practical Phyfician, I have feldom
ever known the Pulv. Styp. the Tinct. Sa~
turnin. or other powerful Aftringents,
given in {uch Cafes without an increafe of
the Hemorrhage, or fome other bad ef-
fe&t :—That they will generally render
the body coftive, and often create great
Thirft,—Head-ach,and otherfebrile Symp-~-
toms is certain ; but the chronical com-
plaints, with which they are charged,
were more probably owing to the pro-
fufe lofs of Blood happening at the time
they were adminiftered, than to the fubfe-
quent injurious qualities of thofe Medi-
cines ; however, the following Inftance,
as well as feveral ethers which it would
here be unneceflary to mention, will thew
that they are not void of danger, and

there-
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therefore ought to be direfted with the
utmoft caution. '

In the year 1770, a lady in Stenbope-
Street, May-Fair, of a very delicate, vae
litudinary Habit, had been long fubje&t to
the Fluor albus, as well as an itn}nsderate
flow of the Menfes at undue periods,
which had very muchreduced her {trength;
—By the advice of an eminent Phyfician,
fhe tock the Sacch. Saturn. in a Bolus,
twice a day, and continued it upwards of
a week ; but did not find that it either re-
ftrained the Difcharge, or had any good
effe&t }'ei}aﬁﬁing her bedily Strength; on
the contrary, it atlaft brought on an ob-
ftinate Conftipation of the Bowels, at-
tended with fuch racking, cholic Pains and
opprefiion at the Stomach, as obliged her
to keep her Body almoft double :—Being
called, I defired her Phyfician might be
fent for, but as he was then out ﬂf;'town',

I direcied for her, Draughts with Manna
&
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& Ol. .Amygd together with emollient Clyfters
and the warm Bath ;—fhe alfo drank warm
Veal Broth by intervals: after two or three
lax ftools, {he was much eafier, but as
the forenels of her Bowels continued, {the
took an Emaulfion with Sperm-Ceti,for a few
days, which removed it; and afterwards,
by the ufe of a ftrong dscoltion of the
Bark, with an Injection and the chalybe-
ate Waters, fhe was entirely freed from the
Fluor Albus and all her other complaints.

Internal Heemorrhages, will often at laft
entirely ceafe, without the affiftance of any
Medicines whatever, efpecially when pro-
fufe; for as the power of the Heart on the
circulating blood will then be greatly di-
minithed, its momentum on the bleeding
Veflels will be rendered confiderably lefs ;
and it has already been rcmarked, that
they will naturally contratt when freed
from their diftending power :—From this

circumftance; there is reafon to think that
effect
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effect not being owing to fuch Medicines,
which have a contrary tendency, but to a
certain change in the circulation, from the
mere lofs of ftrength.

Inftead therefore of bracing the vafcu-
Aar Syftem, it would Ee more proper.to re-
cur to the ufe of thofe things which have
4 power to relax, and as it were, to fuf-
pend its action :—Such Medicines are call-
ed Sedatives, and are fuppofed not only to
leflen the circulating force, but to pro-
duce a more equal diftribution of the
Blood, and to occafion the derivation of a
larger quantity from the interior Veflels
to the Surface of the Body :—Hence the
uterine Arteries will be relieved from
their diftention, and the Flux of Blood
proceeding from thence, confequently
lefs.—To this end, the fourth part of
a grain of emetic Tartar may be given,
and repeated by due intervals, fo as on-
ly to excite a flight Naufea, without

Oo Vomit-

%,
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Vomiting ; alfo the faline Draughts, with
Nitre; or the Sal Sedativus of Hombergh,
from five grains to a fcruple :—In what
manner fuch Medicines operate, ’tis dif-
ficult to determine ; but that they often
have a falutary effe®, is clear from.
experience.

How far the effe& of Opiates may be
depended upon, or under what circum-
flances they are pernicious in flooding
 Cafes, it will next be neceffary to enquire.
From fome Experiments made by Dr.
Alflon on Frogs, it appears, that Oprum, ta-
ken internally, will for a time, retard the
Blood’s motion, by diminifhing the vital
powers of the Heart; and this circum-
ftance, fo far as it regards thofe {mall aqua-
tic Animals, is ftill further confirmed by
that learned and incomparable Phy fiologift
the late Dr. Whytt :—Such Experiments
are pleafing and curious, but the Infer-

ences arifing from them, when applied to
the
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the human Body, are not fo conclufive
and fatisfattory, as they may at firft ap-
pear ;—for Inftance, many {ubftances
which produce a mortal effect on one {pe-
cies of Animals, are not found to be inju-
rious to another; and the fame Animal is
very differently affected by the fame thing
at different times : Would it not, there-
fore, be a more certain way to determine
the effects of Opium on the human body, by
attending particularly to its operation
when given to fuch bodies only ?

In fome Cafes, where it was neceffary to
direct Opiates for Wﬂmén, at the begin-
ning of Labour, to remove their unpro=
fitable Pains and procure Sleep, I have
been furprifed to find they had a very con-
trary effect, and that the Pains were evidently
much increafed.—Dr, ¥oung, who wrote
profefledly on Opium, is the only Author
whichI krow, that takes notice of the faime
thing :—His Obfervations are founded

Ooz upon
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upon long and extenfive Experience, which
he candidly confefles, often contradicted
the Opinions he had adopted from Theo-
1y 3 in confequence of which, he frequent-
ly changed bis methods of Practice;
and ’tis much to be withed that an
example {o laudahle, was more univer-
fally followed :—-Indeed, the greateft
part of his Book, appears to be a true
Hiftory of the effe@s of this extraordinary
Medicine; and as he rather relates what
he faw, than what he expected to fee, his

authority is the more to be regarded.
The illafirious Baron Haller, in his Dif=
{ertation on the irritable parts of Animals,
obferves, that altho’ Oprum deftroys the
periftaltic motion of the Inteftines, and
the irritability of the body in general,
it leaves the force and motion of the Heart
unimpaired.—What I have feen of its ef-
fe@s on the human body, exadtly corref-
pongs with this remark ; for tho’ it may
{uis
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fufpend fome of the Secretions, it rather
quickens the Blood'’s motion, than retards it s
For Inftance, a moderate dofe of it will
firengthen and inlarge the Pulfe, —the
Eyes fparkle,—the Countenance becomes
florid, and a Heat and Itching of the Skin
facceeds ; but what appears moft extra
ordinary, thofe Pains which have {fome-
times been increafed by it, in a fimall quans=
tity, have been fpeedily removed by giving
a more liberal dofe :—In fhort, I have clear-
ly feen internal Hecmorrhages rather in-
creafed than leflened by its ufe, and there-
fore, I think it ought not to be given, ex-
ce t in Cafes of neceflity ; as its effects are
evidently fimilar to' thofe of volatile Me-
dicines, or firong Cordials.

In the beginning of thofe Floodings
which arife from a Plethora,—a Fever,
or external violence, efpecially where the
Fulle is hard, and the Skin dry, both Op7-
ares and Styptics are highly Pernicious :—

Bleed=
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Bleeding, Laxatives, and [pare Diet, with
a cooling Regimen, are beft adapted ta
anfwer the intention of cure.—The judi-
“cious Hoffman, therefore, with great rea«
fon, dire@s the liberal ufe of fpring Wa-
fer, with fpirits of Vitriol and the Syrup of
red Poppies, as a Medicine more falutary
than the moft boafted Specifics :—On the
contrary, in the decline of thofe Dif=
charges, where the Pulfeis weak, and the
Circulation languid, from the lofs of much
Blood, it will be proper to keep the Pa-
tient in a horizontal Pofition, left fhe
(hould faint.—A Decoétion of the Bark,
and even cordial Medicines, may alfo,
{fometimes, be adminiftered ; efpecially,
after Delivery, where there is always lefs
danger of the Flooding’s return ;—the re-
fiftance to the contraion of the Uterus,
being then taken away.—N ourifhment
thould be given often, and in {mall quan<

tities, that the empty Veflels may be re-
plenifh
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plenithed by degrees ; otherwife, as the
Stumach':his weak, and the aﬁimilating
powers of the Body much impaired, the
Patient might fall into a Dropfy, Ca?g/émrp-
tion, or hectic Fever,

The Antients applied Ligatures to the
inferior Extremities, for the relief of ute-
rine Hemorrhages ; from which it may
be concluded, that they knew more of the
circulation than we have been apt to ima-
gine ; for, ’tis plain they had recourfe to
this method with a view to retard the ve-
nous Blood in its return to the Heart,
and confequently to abate the circulating
force ; but this Praice does not feem to
be rational, neither is it found experimen=
tally ufeful ; but on the contrary, dange-
rous and pernicious.

Let us {uppofe, for Inftance, thata co-
lumn of blood is driven down the Aorta
decendens, by the a&ion of the Heart, and
that it is diftributed to the lower Extre-

mities
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mities by the divifion and {ubdivifion of the
iliac Arteries, by means of which, the Uze-
rusatlaft receives its Blood :—The extreme
branches of all thefe Arteries have cor-
refponding Veins, which take up their
blood by anaflomsfis, and after uniting and
re-uniting, they form the Vena cava, or
one large Trunk, which returns the blood
from theinferiof parts of the Body, to the
right Auricle of the Heart ; but, if from
any comprefiion of the Veins, the reflux
of their blood is prevented, they cannot
then freely receive it from the Arteries ;
confequently, the bypogafirics and [permatics
which {upply the Uferus with blood, will,
from thence, become over-charged and
diftended, and the Patient will flood_ the
more abundantly; as the following ingeni-
ous Experiment will clearly demonftrate.

Dr. Hamilton of Edinburgh, being call-
ed to 2 young Woman who had laboured

under
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under an obftruction of the Menfes for
near feven Months, from catching cold,
and finding that various remedies had
been tried in vain; dire¢ted longitudinal
Comprefles to be applied tight upon the
crural Arteries, by means of a Tourniquet,
which after remaining about twenty Mi-
nutes, rendered the Pulfe quicker ;—in
half an hour, fhe began to perceivea {enfe
of weight and fullnefs in the region of the
Uterus, and in an hour and a half after
the firft application of the Ligatures, the
Menfes began to flow.

If it thould be alledged, that the effect
here produced, was owing to the compref-
fion of the Arteries and not the Feins; it
may be replied, that the means made ufe of
to comprefs the firft, muft neceflarily have
the fame effe& on the other :—But, fet-
ting this reafoning afide; if fimple preflure
on the crural Arteries has been known

to bring on the Menfes, after a long ob-
Pp {truction,
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ftru@ion, by impeding the courfe of the
Blood, and throwing a larger quantity on
the uterine Veffels 5 fo would the fame de-
gree of preffure when applied to the Fesus
themfelves; which may be looked upon as {o
many reflected Arteries, void of pulfation,
becaufe of their diftance from the Heart,
which cannot extend its Influence beyond
the anaflomofes of thefe two Orders of
Vefiels.

Having laid before the Reader fuch
general Remedies as have been thought
moft conducive to the relief of that dan-
gerous Malady under confideration ; and
pointed out the pernicious tendency of
a heating Regimen, or the exhibition of
cordial Medicines ; I fhall now endeavour
to fhew the good effe® of a contrary
Method, both as {upported by reafony
and Experience; at the fame time con-
fefling, that the perufal of Dr. Stepben-
Sfon's ingenious Effay on the effe& of

Heat
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Heat and Cold on human Bodies*, and
afterwards, what I had read in the Com=
mentaries of the celebrated Baron Van
Swieten, in a great meafure, firflt fug-
gefted to me the Propricty and Expedi~
ency of fuch Pradtice.—The firft of thefe
Authors, has very fenfibly refuted the ab-
furd Do&@rine of Derivation and Revul-
Sionyand thews, that the Pediluvium, or ap-
plication of warm Water to the Feet, the
effe¢t of which was fuppofed to depend
upon thofe principles, is owing to a caufe
dire&ly contrary to that hitherto afiigned ;
as the following Experiment will clearly
evince. .

Dr. Stephenfon caufed two Youths to put
their Legs into warm Water, and whilft
they continued there, hecounted their Pulfes
by a Watch meafuring Seconds, according
to the differentdegreesof heatin the Water,
which was gradually increafed and applied
from time to time:—At eight o’Clock

Pp2 in
* Edin. Med, Efi. Vol. VL p. 871,
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in the Evening, the Pulfe of the firft, beat
fixty-fix ; and that of the fecond, eighty-
four.—As the heat was increafed, they be-
gan tobreathe quicker,—their Countenance
became florid,—the Veins of the Face and
Hands were much diftended, and the
Pulfe increafed in proportion ; in the firft,
it beat eighty, and in the fecond, ninety-
eight Strokes in a2 Minute.—In the above
Experiment, both their Pualfes, which in
the beginning, were {oft and {mall, became
very full and hard ; and not only the parts
immerfed in Water, but the whole body
was {welled:—The Pulfes of the Wrifts
and Tem ples alfo beat fuller and quicker, as
well as thofe Arteriesderived from the Aorza
decendens ; and confequently, there could
be no Revulfion.—~The Legs being then
removed out of the warm Water; in about
half an hour’s time, all the above Symp-

toms of fullnefs went off, and the Pulfe in
each
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cach, gradually returned to its former
flate.

From thefe Premifes, the Dottor, with
reafon, concludes ; that the Blood pafiing
through the Veflels of the Legs, being
heated by the Pediluvium, imparts its ad-
ditional warmth to the general Mafs ;
which being rarified, takes up a larger
fpace in the Veflels, and circulates with
more rapidity than before ; and thus every
part of the Body is affected with a fenfe of
fullnefs : Hence, he infers the great danger
of this application in Hamorrbages from the
Nofe or Lungs, or in Diforders of the
Head or Breaft, arifing from Plenitude ;—
Cafes where it was often formerly applied,
and muft as often have been deftructive to
the Patient.—What is antient or modern,
is not therefore right or wrong ;—tho’
this is not the only Inftance where things
however prepofterous and abfurd, have

derived
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derived fuch a fané&tion from antiquity, ag
to render them the ftandard of future
Pratiice.

Fan Swicten, in treating of the Difeafes
of Virgins, exprefies himfelf in the fol-
lowing manner.

Cum autem pedes & crura ab iliacis ara
feriis externis fua vafa accipiant, uterus ab
bypogaftricis non tantum, fed ab iliacis ex=
ternis etiam, & variis inter [¢ anaflomofibus
communicent (ut: in tabulis Euftachianis
(1) videri proteft), facile patet, quare, per
balnea laxatis pedum vafis, & dein per fric
trones accelerato motu in iisdem, major copia
fanguinis derivetur verfus aortum, ubi in
Hiacas dividitur, adeoque & magis tunc ur-
geantur uteri vafa 5 ficque [perari poffit, il
lorum extrema ita dilatari poffe, ut menflru-
um fluorem dimittant.

Simul notandum eft, praticis obfervatis
conflare, calorem pedum prodeffe menfiruan-

Libus s frigus autem noccre 3 imo quandoque

Jubito

(1) Tab. xiii.
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[fubito menfirua Sfupprima, jz' admodum frige[-
cant pedes; quod faepias obfervavi s praeci-
pue fi pavimento marmoreo frigido pedibus
infiffant diu. Solent enim ab bac caufa fola,
contraélis [pafmodice inteftinis, dolores colics
orirt moleffiffimi, in quibus magnum leva-
men fentitur, fi pedes incaluerint, imprimis
per frictiones. Omnia enim abdominis vifce-
ra male afficiuntur, dum pedes intenfe fri-
gent s adeoque mirum non eft, & uteri vafa

fringi, ficque fupprimi fluorem menfiruum.
The Experiment mentioned by the firft
Author, is a clear and fatisfaGory illuf-
tration of the effe& of Heat on the human.
Body : and the pracical Obfervations of
the latter, as appears by the above Quo-
tation, as fufficiently demonftrate the ac-
tion of Cold, in conftringing the Vefiels of
the Uterus, and fupprefling the Menfes,
even when applied to the Feet only; from
whence, the following Queftion arifes ;
viz, If the topical application of Cold to
the
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the Feet, has been found to put an imme-
diate flop to the habitual Difcharge of
Blood from the Uterus, in oppofition to
the powerful efforts of Nature; is there
not the greateft reafon to believe, that the
fame application would prove fingularly
efficacious, either in reltraining, or totally
taking away that Hamerrbage from the
Womb, which is preternatural; and where
Nature, ever attentive to her own defigns,
is therefore alfo endeavouring to affifk
kerfelf ?

Heat not only relaxes the Solids and
diffolves the Fluids, as may be {een
by its effet on thofe animal Subftances,
called Jellies or Glue; but alfo rarifies
the Air contained in the Blood, by which,
the whole Mafs will be expand¢d ; and by
taking up more fpace in the Veflels, their
diameters will be enlarged, which will lay
an additional ftrefs upon the whole folid

Syftem.—C0/d, on the contrary, condenfes
the.
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the Air in the Blood, and confirms its tex-
ture, and even the hardeft Metals, as ap-
pears by the P_}-'mmm‘fr, are contracted
by the cne and expandcd by the other.
From thefe feveral circumftances, I
would infer, that the application of infenfe
Cold to the Body, is more to be depended
upon, and will produce a more falutary ef-
fe in Uterine Hemorrbages, than any
thing elfe which can be devifed ; altho’ I
forefee an objeftion, which I would wifth
to obviate before I go further.—As Cold
affects the Body by contraéting the Solids,
and repelling the Blood to the interior
parts ;3 it may be faid, that its aion
will be equally pernicicus with that of
Styptics :—Admitting this reafoning as un-
anfwerable ; fince I have always found it
otherwife in Pradtice, I can pay no man-
ner of regard to it ; but the fa& {eems to
‘be this;—when the Body is heated, the

circulating power is increafed, and the

Q.q Blood
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Blood is not only rarified and rendered
more fluid, but its Veflels being dilated,
if they at laft give way, will then dif-
chargé their contents the more freely ;
but when it is fuddenly chilled, altho’ the
ﬂPpliCﬁtion of Cold may contralt and lefien
the capacity of its Vefiels, it condenfes the
Blood at the fame time, f{o that in effec,
they will not become fuller than before ;
befides, as I have always obferved, that the
Flux of blood abated in proportion to
the degree of Cold ; Experience, which
ought to fupgrﬁ;:dc all Theary, fcems to
thew, that the efe& of Cold in condenf-
ing the Fluids, is far more than eyual to
lgs. power in contracting the Solids ; or at
leaft, that the danger airead}r hinted at, is
not to be feared.
Thofe Floodings which are attended
" with frequent and long-continued fazns-
ing F:'fs,l very often prﬁ:ve mortal ; yet I
have oblerved in fome of thofe where the
Polfle
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Pulfe was weak and intérmiiting, and who
were apparenﬂy ﬁnking very faft, that By
freely admitting the frefh, cold Air, they
recovered as if infpired with new Life.—
This does not feem difficult to account for,
as the Heatt has not power to propel the
blood through the pulmonary Arteries,
‘till the Lungs are fufficiently blown up
with cold Air ; which, on account of its
greater gravity, is much fitter for the
purpofes of Refpiration, than the warm,

confined Atmofphere of 2 Bed-chamber.
Every one who breathes with difficulty,
can tell from his own Experience; what
vaft relief he finds in going from a hot
Room, where the Air is too much rarifi-
ed, into one much cooler, where it is moreé
elaftic and pure.—The frequency of a na-
tural Pulfe to the a& of Refpiration;, is in
general, as fen to three; and the lait is found
to have a very fenfible effe@ on the firft;
both as to its ftrength and quicknefs:
Qqz Befides,
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' —Befides, as a confiderable part of the
whole Mafs of Blood is continually pafiing
through the Lungs; fucceflive draughts
of that cold Fluid, conftantly applyed to
their interior Surface, will contribute great-
ly to cool and condenfec it; as nothing but
the thin membranous expanfion of the
Air-Veflels is inferpofed, and as the Air
in the Blood will, by alternate changes,
always keep itfelf in equilibrio with that
of the common Atmofphere.

According to Arbuthnot, theinternal Sur-
face of the Lungs, is greater in its extent,
than all that part of the Skin which is
expofed to the Air; and therefore, the large
quantity ofthisfluid received by Infpiration,
added tothatexternally applied to the Body,
will-haffe a very great effect in condenfing
tke Mafs of Blood, and reducing itintoa
fmaller fpace, fo as to leflen the diftenfion
of its Veflels; and confequently, will not
only tend to fecure the Patient from the

danger
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danger of a Synceepe, but will allo abate
the Flooding.

~ Next to the free and unlimited ufe
of cold Air, together with the appli-
cation of Comprefles, dipped in cold
Vinegar, to the Belly and Loins; I have
“often, according to the Practice of Hojf-
man, directed large and repeat.r‘:d Draughts
of Spring Water, with remarkable good
fuccefs ; for, out of near Seven Hundred
Women delivered in the Wqﬂ}m}ﬁfr Lying+
in Hofpital, feveral of whom were feized
with Floodings, both before and after De-
livery ; not one of them failed under this
Treatment; as far as it was prudent to truft
to it, or any other Means, independent of
Delivery itfelf.

When the Patient is very weak and
much exhaufted, Beef-water or weak Broth
taken cold, will be more proper than Wa-
ter ; and where the laft is direGed, it will

be neceflary to tin¢ture it with the Syrup

o
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of red Poppies, or {omething of the like
kind, to give it a medicinal appearance,
which will render it the more acceptable s
But, if notwithftanding, the Flooding be=
comes fo profufe as fuddenly to endanger
Life; her Feet fhould be plunged into cold
Water, up to the Ancles, and may femain
there as long as they are fenfibly affected
by the Cold ; after which, they may be
taken out for a few Minutes, and then im-
merfed in Water again.

So long as the ftrength continues, and
the Pulfe remains good, it will not be ne-
ceffary to proceed to the Delivery with

violence, but to wait, at leaft fora time,
that the Os Uteri may relax and dilate by

the effect of the Pains; always remem-
bering, that the indication of danger, is
rather to be taken from the nature of the
Symptoms than the quantity of Blood ;
‘as it is incredible how much fome have

loft and yet furvived, whillt others will
fink
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fink under a very inconfiderable difcharge.
o— Mauricean remarks, that where the
Orifice of the Womb was foft, thin, and
equal, the Patient generally recovered;
but if the contrary, fthe often died :—Pex,
in his Pracice of Midwifery, feems to be
of the fame opinion, and is fo fenfible of
the great Danger of applying violent force
to dilate the Os Uteri, that he pronounces
it death to the Patient, from his own
Experience*,

Delicate Women, who have lax Fibres,
of all others, {uftain the lofs of Blood with
moft danger, being extremely apt to faing,
and are fubjeét to a violent Head-ach ; f;;
that uncommon attention fhould be paid
to their fafety :—In fuch habits, efpecial-
ly after Delivery, and in Cafes of extreme
weaknefls, Hartfbhorn ellies, with Rhe-
nith Wine, and thofe things which give
Nourithment to the Body, and Confift-
ence to the Blood, may be advantageoufly

di-

# Pex, pratique des accouch, Chap. xv. p, g16.
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directed :—An Infufion of the Cortex with
Cinnamon, in Freanch Claret, and the ad-
dition of a little fine Sugar, will alfo make
a very grateful and generous Cordial, with-
out heating the Body.

In long=continued fainting Fits, where
there was danger of a total Stagnation of
the Blood, I have femetimes dire&ed the
following  volatile Liniment with great
advantage, to be rubbed upon the Pit of
the Stomach, in the quantity of a Tea-
fpoonful ; over which, a hot Flannel
fhould afterwards be immediately applied.

R. OL Amygd. 3ifs |
Spt. Volat. aromat. 3iij mifce & fiat
Linimentum.

The Symptoms of immediate danger,
are principally thefe, viz. the Eyes grow
dim, and the Extremities cold ;=—-the
Pulfe becomes weak and intermitting, and

the Patient frequently faints ; —Cold
Sweats, with the Subf{ultus Tendinum, or
Con-



UTERINE HCEMORRHAGES 313

Convulfions fucceed ; and the Hiccough
is generally the laft fatal Symptom, which
thews that Death is near.

But notwithftanding fome of thofe
alarming Signs, for they {eldom all appear;
as Delivery is the only Remedy which can
give the Patient a chance for Life; no
one who is truely fenfible of the duties
of his Profeffion, will timoroufly defert
her in the time of her utmoit neced ; but
deliberately follow the Rules of Practice,
and fpeedily endeavour to perform that
by Ar¢t which Nature is unable to accom-
plith; without any regard to the prejudices
of the ignorant Vulgar, or that undeferved
cenfure which fo frﬂquant]y follows, where
the event is fatal,

Whenever a {peedy Delivery becomes
abfolutely neceflury, it thould be attempt-
ed without delay, even during the fasns=
ing Fits ; for altho’ fuch a proceeding
may {zem to carry the appearance of cru-

Rr elty ;
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elty ;—the general relaxation of the Bo-
dy which then prevails, will render the
Uterus more torpid and inactive, and lefs
liable to be ftimulated into motion by the
hand of the Operator ; confequently, as
there will be more fpace for turning
the Child ; both it and the Mother will
fuffer proportionably lefs :—Indeed, her
lofs of Strength will then concur with his
a{liftance; becaufe where that is much ex-
haufted, the Uterus becomes, as it were,
unbraced and void of contra&ion ; which
fhews the folly and imprudence of thofe,
who arc ever teafing end perfecuting the
poor, languithing and half dead Patient,
with theirimpertinentAdnmnitians;_“ to
¢« bear down firongly, and make the beft
¢¢ of her Labour-pains.” ;

In fhort, in all thof: Floodings which
happen where the Fatus flill remains 17
Utero ; when every other method has fail-
ed, and the danger is great, the Patient,

if



UTERINE HGEMORRHAGES. 315
if pofiible, (hould be fpeedtly delivered 3 and

whenever a profufe Heemorrhage happens
after Delivery, and obftinately continues
notwithftanding  the Remedies already
mentioned have been tried, it will then be-
come neceflary to throw up fyptic Injec=
t7ons into the Uterus, as the laft and moft
pc}werful application that can be tried for
the Patient’s relicf®,

As the prefent method of treating uferine
Huemorrbages often  proves ineffeGtual ; I
kave the rather been particular on this Sub-
jeét, and the more defirous to propafe ano=
ther, which, I have great reafon to believe,
will fucceed better :—DBut as no new Doc-
trine of importance, can be too fufficiently
confirmed by Experience; 1 fhould think
myfelf much obliged to {fuch Gentlemen
of the Profeffion, as would take the trouble
to communicate to me, their praétical Ob~

fervations concerning the eifect of Cold in

fuch Cafes.
Rra2 Befides

¢ Vide, Pugh’s Treatifcon Midwifery. Chap, V. P« 35
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« Befides the Heemorrhages incident to
pregnant Women, there are two other
forts which occur more rarely, and are not
attended with fo much immediate danger ;
the firft may happen to 7irgins, the laft to
Women about the difappearance of the
Menfes.

According to Lamotte, thofe I'loodings
to which young Women are fubject, arife
chiefly from a Plerhora, and if the Uterus
is in a found ftate, are generally remedied
by Bleeding, Laxatives, and an abtemious
Diet.—In thefe Cafes, we thould be cau-
tious nct to injure the reputation of the
Patient, from the fuggeftion that fhe is
with Child, and that {uch a flux of Blood
denotes a Mifcarriage 5 which fometimes
has inadvertently been done.

The menftrual Flux, which now and
then continues in plethoric Habits, for the
firlt three or four Months of Pregnancy 3

and alfo that Difcharge of Blood which
natu-
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naturally happens after Delivery, from the
{eparation of the Placenta from the Ute-
rus, fhould be carefully diftinguifhed from
a real Flooding, by thofe who are in-
experienced ; or who, from a want of
attention rather than judgment, might

chance to fall into miftakes of this kind.
Women about the Age of forty-five or
fifty, and often much later, are fome-
times troubled with a difcharge of gru-
mous, fetid Blood; efpecially thofe of
plethoric Habits, who are very fedentary
and indulge themfelves to excefs in eating
and drinking.—When the female Confli-
tution continues to generate redundant
blood beyond the ftated time of Nature ;
and where the uterine Veflels, from the
effect of age, become too rigid and com-
pact to allow it to pafs off that way ; great
inconveniences to the health are the con-
fequences of it ; tho’ in general, they may
either be relieved or cured by Bleeding
and
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and Evacuations :—However when fuch
complaints are of long continuance, at=
tended with a flow Fever,—a fanious Dif-
charge, and a painful forcing down of the
affe@ed part ; they then almoft certainly
denote a difeafed Uterus, and frequently
prove mortal in the end.—But altho” a per-
fe@ cure is feldom to be expetted, yet the
Peruvian Bark liberally adminiftered, af-
ter gentle Evacuations, together with Op:-
afes, when the Pain is violent, has free
quently afforded very {enfible relief :(—A
milk and vegetable Diet, with Nourifhment
of eafy digeftion, and moderate Exercife
in a pure Air, willalfo tend to abate the
feverity of the Symptoms and prolong the
Patient’s Life.

st < 2 o o el

e o



319
§ R Ca L, Oy,

Of Convulfions, and the Acute Difeafes moft
fatal to Women during the flate of Pregs

HANncys

TH E Caufe of Convulfions, is gene=
rally either feated immediately in the
Brain it{elf,—theStomach, or Uterus ; with
which the firft becomes fympathetically af-
feéted by the mediation of the Nerves. They
may alfo arife from the violent affetions of
the Mind, efpecially fudden Fear; and like-
wife from a Plethora or Inanition.—There
are other more remote Caufes of the Dif-
eafe, which but feldom occur, viz. the
Suppreflion of fome long-accuftomed Dif-
charge, as Eruptions repelled from the
furface of the Body,—the ftoppage of the
bleeding Piles,—or the application of any
painful Stimulus to the nervous parts of

the Body.

Con-
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Convulfions are either /digpathic or [fymp-
fomatic;—the firft are owing to fome mor-
bid Imprefiion originally made on the
Brain or Genus nervofum, and when de-
rived from the Parent; are therefore térm-_
ed bereditary :—The laft arife from acci-
dental Caufes, which a& fuddenly on the
Nerves, and with more violence than
their natural Struture can bear :—Thofe
which are hereditary or habitual, and
which continue after Puberty, are gene-
raﬂy'im:urahlc, tho’ feldom mortal; and
when they totally difappear about that pe-
riod, it {cems owing to a gradual change
produced in the Body, by the effect of Age;
which leffens its Irritabiliry, and gives
more ftrength and firmnefs to the whole
folid Syftem,

A remarkeble alteration is likewife
brought about in the female Habit, to-
wards the firlt eruption of the Menfes ;

for at that time, Convulfions have fre-
| quently
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guently been known to ceafe, which
before had refited the moft efficacious
Remedies.

Hyfterical Women, from the delicacy
of their habit, and the great irritability of
their Nerves, are, of all others, the moft
fubje@ to this Malady ; efpecially, during
the latter end of their firf} Pregnancy :—
This probably arifes from the unequal or
uncommon preflure of the gravid Uterus
on the abdominal Vifcera, which may ob-
ftru&t the Veflels and prevent the free
circulation of Blood in thofe parts; or elfe
from the vaft diftenfion of the uterine Fi-
bres, which creates a painful {fenfation, and
by nervous Sympathy, throws the whole
vafcular Syftem into a convulfive Spafm.—
But, that the vaft ftrefs laid on the Uterus,
by the increafed bulk of the Child, 1s not
alone fufficient to produce the Difeale i1s
evident ; feeing, that gravid Women in
general are not fubjet to it 5 and there-

§{ fore,
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fore, the original coufe muft have pre-ex-
ifted in the Conftitution, either from fome
former injury done to the Brain, or from
a morbid Impreflion derived from the Pa-
rent ; which remains dormant and inac-
tive, ’till roufed into motion by fome fuch
change as that arifing from pregnancy.

As the Caufes of Convulfions are various,
{fo likewife is the intention of cure.—The
Vefizls of the Body can neither be filled |
or emptied beyond a certain degree, with-
out occafioning a Plethora in the one cafe,
and Inanition in the other; both of which
extremes are deftruétive to health, and
may occafion Convulfions.—In the firft,
they arife from a painful diflenfion of the
nervous Parts; and in the lalt, from a
defe of the circulating power, and that
equal diftribution of the Blood, which is
neceflary to carry on the feveral Secretions.

Convulfions from Inanition, are much
mere dangercus than thofe from a Pletlo-

ra;
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vd 3 as it is much eafier to empty, than
to replenith the Veflels; for; altho’
Nourifhment may be taken into the Sto-
mach ; ’tis a confiderable time before it
can be converted into blood, efpecially
where the aflimilating powers of the Bo=
dy have been much impaired.—When this
Difeafe comes on after profafe Floodings;
or other immoderate Evacuations, "tis ge-
nerally mortal; and it is obierved; that
flaughtered Animals, having loft a certain
quantity of Blood, fall into Convalfions a
thort time before death :(—=Van Swicten
fuﬁpﬂfes, that this is owing to the uniform
preflurc of the Blood-veficls being fud-
denly taken off from the Brain ; but meore
probably, it happzns becaule that eguili-
brium is deftroyed, which cught to fubfift
between the Solids and FFluids, towards a
ftate of health ; and therefore, as foon as
the quantity and impulfe of the Blood
on its containing Veflels becomes defi-

542 cient,
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cient, the vafcular Syftem for want of refi{=
tance, begins to exerta kind of preternatu-
ral contracive power,and the whole bodily
Frame is violently agitated or convulfed.

But notwithftanding what has been faid,
the above illuftrious Author relates the
- following extraordinary Cafe, where the
Patient recovered®.—Novi gravidam, que
placidiffime dormiverat, dum in vicinia pe~
riculofum erat incendium : Sellicita Mater,
mane accurrens, gratulabatur filie, quod
blandus Somnus omunem timorem arcuiffet.—
Mox incipit tremere mifera toto corpore, &5
angi, fimulgue totus lectus jam inundabatur
Janguine, fequente animi deliguio, & convul-
fionibus tamen a periculofa hacUters Haemor=
rhagia convaluit, fed fotum quadrimeftren
abortiens perdidit.

Medicines in fuch Cafes, are in a man-
ner out of the queftion ; as nothing will {o
effetually reftore the Strength, as the re-
peated ufe of nourifhing Fluids, in {mall

quahi-

® Van Savieten, Comment, Vol. iv, p. 497.
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quantities :—Broth Clyfters may alfo be
adminiftered ; and if the Pulfe fhould re-
main very weak and languid, a decoction
of the Peruvian Bark may be given, with
warm nervous Cordials, joined with an
Opiate, fuch as the Confeét. Paulin. Sc.—
~ Where the Symptoms are urgent, and the
Circulation almoft at a ftand ; B/ifiers may
be applied to the infide of the Arms,
and Sinapifims to the foles of the Feet;
the Extremities may alfo be rubbed with
hot Flannels, or immerfed in warm Wa-
ter; the effe& of which, has already been
confidered.

When Convulfions arife from a Pletho-
ra, which chiefly happens to {uch as are
young, who indulge their appetite, and
have a ftrong digeftion ;—the Pulfe is ge-
nerally hard, full, and frequent; which
will require the immediate and repeated
lofs of Blood, together with the ufe of
laxative Medicines and plentiful dilution :

The
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~The faline Draughts with Nitre, may

alfo be given, and the Patient fhould be
enjoined to obferve a light and abftemious
Dict for fome time after, for fear of a
relapfe.

When fhe is comatofe during the inter-
vals, and her head affe&ed,-—the eyes be-
ing prominent and blood-fhot, attended
with a Delir_ium, or much Fever ; the ufe
of Opiates are improper :—In fhort, they
ought not to be given, except in cafes
of great urgency from Pain or want of
Sleep ; and even then, only after Bleeding
and Evacuations.

It is of the utmoft confequence to dif-
tinguifh the true caufe of Convulfions,
before any Medicines are preferibed, or
methods tried for the Patient’s relief ; as
an error of judgment might prove of
fatal confequence :—For Inftance, copious
Bleeding, which would relieve or cure
Convulfions arifing from Plenitude; would

inflantly

»

=
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inftantly deﬁrﬂy' the Patient, if they were
brought on by Inanition; and Emetics,
which would be proper when the Stomach
was loaded with Bile or other noxious hu-
mours; would be highly pernicious, where
they were occafioned by an ardent Fever or
Inflammation of the Brain.

Thofe of ftrong, robuft Conftitutions,
are feldom {ubject to Convulfions, except
from very violent Caufes; on the contra-
ry, Children, and thofe of delicate Ha-
bits, are fometimes affeted by the flighteft
Impreflions on the Body or Mind ; and
it is remarkable, that what produces very
extraordinary and alarming Symptoms in

one, will not at all endanger another;
each feeling the Effet of different Caufes,
according to their natural ’Tcmpﬂrament,
and as their Nerves are ftrung to different
Senfations :—But altho” Women and Chil-
dren are more fubje to this Difeafe than
Men, in proportion as their habit is weak

and



328 NATURE and TREATMENT of

and irritable, ’tis obferved that they efcape
the danger of the Difeafe much better.—
Convulfions, fupcrvening violent Fevers,
or an Inflammation of the Brain, are of-
ten mortal ; but thofe which are follow=
ed by a Fever,—critical Eruptions on he
Body, or the large difcharge of putnd
Bile from the Stomach or Inteftines, ge-
nerally end more favorably :—If they are
of the hyfterical kind, unattended by a
Coma, Dilirium ot Fever, and atack the
Patient, by long intervals, {o as to become
habitual; they do not denote immediate
danger ; but fometimes occafion the Pally,
lofs of Memory. or Idiotifm ; by gradual-
ally impairing the {everal vital Functions.

When thisDifeafe is fuddenly produced
by Terror ;—Bleeding,—the liberal ufe of
Opiates, and the warm Bath ; by diffolving
the Spafm, and foothing the Nerves, will

beft anfwer the intention of Cure.
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I attended a Lady in the year 1766, who
was repeatedly attacked with Convulfions
during her Pregnancy, which were firft
owing to a Fright, and to which {he had
been fubje@ many years ; being treated in
the manner juft mentioned, fhe went on
the full time of her Pregnancy; after
which, the was happily delivered, and re-
covered without any interruption.

Some Authors particularly recommend
Bleeding in theFoot when the Head isaffcit=
ed; but the Do&rine of Derivartion and Re-
vulfion, asapplied to bleeding, is not lefs in~
confiftent and irrational, than in what it re-
lates to the Pediluwium or warmBath for the
Feet.—The opening of a Vein in the Foot,
has been faid to bring on the Men{es, when
Blood drawn from the Arm, had no fuch ef- °
fe@t; and this was fuppofed to happen in
confequence of its accelerating the Blood’s
motion through the Veflels of the Legs

Tt and
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and Uterus ; which indeed, is a downright
contradiftion ; for when a Vein is open-
ed in any part, the motion of the Blood
through it, pro fempore, will rather be re-
tarded than increafed ; as it is evident that
the blceding Orifice cannot poflibly tranf{-
mit fo much Bloed, as the trunk of the
Vein before its compreffion by the Liga-
ture.—Admitting this as a fa&, it will
follow, that if the Men{es have been {ud-
denly brought on by bleeding in the Foot,
the Effet was produced in a2 manner di-
reCtly contrary to what has generally been
imdgined, viz. to the compreffion of the
Veins and Arteries by the Lzgature applied
to the Legs, and to the zmmerfion of the
Feet in hot Water ; both of which, as al~
ready remarked, increafe the quantity and
motion of the Blood pafiing through the
Uterus.

Errors in Dietf, or Food taken into the
Stomach which may offend either in quan-

uty
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'

tity or quality, has been known to occa-
fion convulfions; but thefe are {eldom dan-
gerous, and generally ceafe, as {oon as the
offending matter is removed, by giving an
Emetic and Laxatives, after which an Opi-
ate will be proper.

A Retention of Urine, by diltending the
Bladder and creating violent pain, may
likewife be productive of Convulfions, ef-
pecially in weakly, irritable habits ; but
here, as in the former Cafe, they foan
go off, after the Bladder has been emptied
by the Cathbeter ; otherwile, the warm Bath
thould be directed, with Emulfions and
Anodyne Clyfters,

When the Neck of the urinary Bladder
is comprefled by the Child’s Head, it may
be gently raifed above the Symphyfis of the
Pubes :—A Cafe of this kipd, is mention-
ed in Lamott’s Obfervations, where, from
fuch afliftance only, a large quantity of

Urine was inftantly di{charged.
i i A
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A Patient at the Weftminfler Lying-in
Hofpital, about two years ago, in the time
of Labour, complained of exceflive pain at
the Pubes, which the was not able to endure
without crying aloud :—She was {eized with
the Subfultus Tendinum, which occafion=
ed the Matron to fend for me: } found
the Bladder diftended with water, and
raifed above the Brim of the Pclvis, fo
that during her Labour-pains jt was vio-
lently comprefled between the Uterus
and the Bones, even to the danger of
burfting; being at that time equal in bulk
to a Child’s head, and hard as a folid
Body.—I direted the Water immediately
to be drawa off by the Catheter, after
which fhe became eafy, and was delivered
{oon after.—Another Cafe of the like kind,
happened at the Hofpital lately ; where
the Bladder, by its hardnefs and projection
over the Pubes in the time of the Pains,
swas at firft, taken for the Head of the

Child.
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Child.—the Patient was treated in the
fame manner as the former, and alfo
recovered.

Where cutancous Eruptions are fud-
denly thrown back into the habit; the
warm Bath and gentle Diaphoreticks with
Nitre, will bid fair to relieve the Patient ;
but (hould her Complaints arife from
Worms ; anthelmintic Medicines may be
given ; of which, Plenck’'s Preparation of
Mercury, with Gum Arabic, is both effi-
caceous and fafe, if adminiltered with due
caution.

In firong Convulfions during Pregnancy,
a {peedy Delivery has been propofed, and
recurred to as the principal Remedy ; but
Obfervation and Experience fhew, that
this Rule will admit of many excep-
tions, and ought to be regarded with
great caution ; efpecially by thofe who
are young in Prattice, and therefore in=-
fiyenced by fear, which naturally fuggefts

the
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the worft ; in confequence of which, they
are often prompted to proceed with more
hafte and violence than is confiftent with
the Patient’s fafcty,

It has already been remarked that the
fimple preflure of the gravid Uterus on the
contiguous Vifcera may interrupt the na-
tural Fun&ions of thofe parts, and oc»
cafion Cﬁnvulﬁons; and to fuch Cafes,
may be added thofe where that part is
defetive in its organical Struure; and
being either too {mall, or preternatural-
ly irm and compa&®, cannot yield fuf-
ficiently to the increafed bulk of the Child,
without being violently diftended and over-
ftrained; or elfe by an unfavourable pofition
of the Feetus, it may be bruifed and com-
prefled between the angular parts of its
body and the bones of the Pelvis, fo as to
excite pain and bring on Convulfions ; ef-
pecially, as the habit is at this time un~

commonly 1rritable ;—Under fuch Cir-
cums
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cumftances, a [peedy Delivery, if the Pa-
tient is at, or near her full time, may pro-~
cure her inftant Relief; but on the con-
trary, whenever they arife from any caufe
which is independent of the State of Preg~
nancy 3 Experience, as well as Reafon,
evidently fhew, that a Delivery thus vio=
Iently brought about, contrary to the coms-
mon courfe of nature, would not only prove
ineffectual, but alfo highly dangerous.
Hoffinan fuppofes that the Duodenum is
often the feat of Convulfions, becaufe of
the difcharge of Bile and Pancreatic Juice,
into the Cavity of that Inteftine; which
from various caufes, are wont to become
putrid and highly acrimonious; confe-
quently; they will produce great Pain and

Tumult in the Body, if not {foon evacu-
The reten-

ated by gentle Cathartics.
tion of thofe acrimonious Salts and rancid
Oils, which naturally ought to pafs off by
the Kidneys may likewife occafion this

Malady ;
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Malady ; as it has fometimes been ob-
ferved to fucceed a Flux of pale, lympid
urine, efpecially in Fevers; in which,
fmall portions of emetic Tartar, with the
faline Draughts, or other Saponaceous
fluids have been found to procure the
moft Relief.

Befides the feveral caufes of convul-
five Diforders already enumerated, there
may be others, fo latent and difficult
to be found out, as to remain imper-
ceptible to the niceft Obferver; which
neverthelefs act with great violence on the -
fenfible and irritable parts of the human
Body :—In fuch doubtful cafes, or where
the Patient is fenfelefs and can give no in-
formation ; the indication of Cure muft be
taken from the general Methods of treating
the Difeafe, together with her habit of bo-
dy; and the precipitate Adminiftration
of powerful Medicines ought by all means

to be avoided ; for one that is afraid of
miftaking
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miftaking his way, thould rather abate than
redouble his fpeed.—If the Patient is un-
able to fwallow, which frequently hap-
pens, fhe thould not be negleéed on that
accounts for Opium, Mufk, or other Me-
dicines, may be advantageoufly given in
Clyfters.

Women who have been fubjedt to the
Difeafe, in former Pregnancy, fhould ufe

every - pofiible caution to avoid it; by
Bleeding,—The ufe of Opiates, or fuch
other Medicines, or Methods, as feem beft
,ppmpriated to the Nature of their Confti-

tution, before the approach of Labour.
Convulfions from their violence, or
long duration, fometimes leave a morbid
Impreffion on the Brain or Nerves; by
which the intelleétual Faculties are much
impaired :—In {fuch Cafes, Blifters, Pre-
parations of the Bark, with Aromaticks,
or the warm feetid Gums, have been found
ferviceable ; together with the Chalybeate
Uwu Watcts
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Waters,—the Cold Bath, and moderate
Exercife in a dry, pure Air.
The following Medicine may be prefcri-
bed and varied at Difcretion, if requifite.
R. Pulv. fubtiliff. Cort. Peruv. 3i1.
radic. Valerian. Silv. 3ij

Chalyb. rubig. preparat.
Spec. Aromat, aa 3.

Syr. Caryoph. rub. q. . ut fiat Eledt.
cujus fumat quant. Nucis mofchat. bis
terve in dic fuperbibend. Cyath. Aq. Pyr-
mont. vel Spadan,

All the animal and vegetable fubftances,
which are ufually direfted in Spafmodic
Cemplaints, a& by their powerful Effluvia,
and in 2 certain degree fcem to produce a
narcotic Effect ; among the firft are Muik,
and Caftor ; and of the laft are Gum Af-
fafcetid,.—Camphor, Valerian, &c. but Op:-
um, wherever it can be properly given,
1s by far the moit {fovereign Medicine,-and

much {uperior to all the reft.
Here



Here it is neceflary to caution young
Pracitioners, who are generally Entbu-
Jiafls in Phyfic, not to imagine that the
Names of Medicines, or the Clafs to
which they belong, either fufliciently
denote their true qualities, or peint out
their real ufe ; and therefore, not to de-
pend upon them too much, however dig-
nified with the appellation of Antifpaf-
modics, Spectfics, &c. many of them have
not even power enough to do harm; which
indeed is faying fomething in their Favour;
fince thofe which are good, are often abuf:d,
and then becomethe worftofall. —The pro-
per means of making Remedies {alutary,
confifts in diftinguithing properly how they
are to be applied :—Thus adminiftered,
there is much which they will do, butmuch
more which it is impoffible they fhould
do, from the very nature of things; and
which therefore, it would be unphilofo-
phical as well as unreafonable to expect.
Uuz 1
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I was favored with the following Cafe,
by Mr. M n, the Gentleman who at-
tended and delivered the Patient; and

have fet it down, as near as poffible, in

his own words.

£ AufiFent

Mrs. D an, of Swallow-Street, aged

about thirty, at her full time, and with
her firft Child; was fcized on the 24th of

January, 1764, with violent and univer=
fal Convulfions, in the beginning of La-
bour, whilft her pains were moderate, at-
tended with a total deprivation of her
Senfes :—Being of a plethoiic Habit,
twelve or fourteen ounces of Blood were
immediately taken from the Arm,— a
Blifter was applied to the Back, and the
ufual antifpafmodic Medicines adminifter-
¢d, but without any fenfible benefit; the
Convulfions increafed in frequency and

ViQ~
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violence ; recurring every five or fix mi-
nutes without any intervals of refpite :—
At the acceffion of every Fit, the Child’s
Head was prefled down on the Os Ute~
7i, as if a Labour-pain had been com-
ing on, but was almoft inftantly retrat-
ed ;—it then grew rigid, and the agita-
tion of the whole Body was fo vio-
lent, that there was no poflibility of ob-
taining any further information from the
Touch :—In the mean time, the Arm,
from ftruggling, bled to the quantity of
ten or twelve Ounces more, but no Faint=-
ing enfued.—In this manner, when about
eight hours had elapfed, and no Symptoms
of amendment appeared ; it was propofed
to bring the Child away by Inftruments,
and, for the fatisfaction of herFriends, and
the prefervation of the Attendant’s Cha-
racter, to requeft Dr. Leake’s Advice, and
that he would be prefent during the Ope=
ration; but as his Refidence was diftant,

and
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and the firft Meflenger had miftaken the

Street, upwards of an hour was loft, be-
fore he was apprifed of it; and in the
mean time, the Convulfions increafed to
fuch a degree, that her Death was every
momentexpedied.—In theIntervals, which
were now very fhort, no Pulfe was to be
felt, nor could fhe be perceived to breathe:
Her Attendant therefore thinking thatany
further delay might be fatal, refolved not
to wait any longer, but to proceed to the
Operation alone.—During the recefs of the
Convulfions, he could perceive that the Os
Uteri was dilated to a confiderable extent,
and the Head advanced below the Brim of
the Pelvis :—After repeated trials with the
Sfhort Forceps, finding he could not {uc-
ceed, on account of the height and large-
nefs of the Head, and the infufficient
dilatation of the Os Uteri; he introdaced
the Sciffars, perfurated the Scull, and af-

ter evacuating its contents, extracted the
Bones
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Bones of the Head ; and then delivered
her without much difficulty.—Juft as the
Operation was finithed, Dr. Leake arrived,
and feeing the ftate of the Patient, con-
firmed the unfavourable Prognoftic which
her Atiendant had before made :—How-
ever, thinking it better to try the effect of
doubtful Remedies, than to leave her to
herfelf, he prefcribed for her as follows,
R. Pulv. € Myrrh. ¢, 31
Mofch.
- Sal, Succin. aa s

Syr. e Cort. Aurant. q. {. ut fiat Bo-
lus 4taquaq. hora fumend. cum Cyath.
Julep. fequent. |

R. Julep. e Camphor. 3vij

Spt. Volat. feetid. 3ij mifce.
Sinapifms were alfo directed to be applied
to the foles of her Feet.

On the third day from her Delivery,

fhe began gradually to return to her fenfes,

as if awaking out of a dream; but had
not
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not the leaft recolleGion of any thing
that had happened to her, or of any'
Pain fhe had felt fince the time her Ae-
coucheur firft entered the Room.—In a
fortnight's time, fhe was perfectly reco-
vered, and fince that time, has had feve=
ral Children.
Gl - e R |
.zﬁgzg/? the gth, 1?.65, I was fent for
to fee a Gentlewoman at Camberawell, who
was convulfed ;—fhe was big with her
firft Child, and at the full expiration of
her Reckoning :—Her Midwife was with
her, and informed me that fhe had no
'Labﬂur-pains, the Os Uter: not being' at
all dilated.—She was apparently of a
ftrong habit of Body, and had been re-
markably healt'h}" during the latter end of
Pregnancy : — The Fits, two in number,
which had been violent, were gone off
before I faw her :—Her Pulfe was good,
and fhe was perfe@ly fenfible ; but could
give
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- give no manner of reafon for her com-
plaint ;—1I ordered twelve ounces of Blood
to be drawn, and a Cathertic Clyfter to be
adminiftered ; after which, fhe took a
Bolus, with Mu/k and Opium, and wafhs
ed it down with the faline Mixture.—
When I faw her the next day in the af-
ternoon, {he {eemed in a manner quite re-
covered ; but had only taken her Medi-
cines once.—She was delivered two days
after and did well.

ST N W R 0

October the 28th 1769, late at night, I
was defired to vifit Mrs. A—d—n, in
Cavendifh-Square, who was fuddenly at-
tacked with Convulfions, the third day af«
ter Delivery, without any apparent Caufe :
She was naturally of a very chearful, vola-
tile Difpofition, but fubje@® to a mervous
Tremor on the flighteft occafion.—The
convulfive Spafms were gone off before I -

K got
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got there ; but her voice was tremulous
and indiftin&,—her eyes wild and ftaring,
and her Intelle®s very imperfe& ;—fhe
{wallowed with great difficulty, and her
 Face was much altered from its former
appearance :—Her Pulfe was quick, weak,
and unequal ;j—f{ometimes vibrating with
uncommon velocity, and then fuddenly
becoming almoft imperceptible and inter-

initting, for the fpace of one or two pulfa-
tions.—Her friends did not know that the

had been difturbed, nor could I find by
the Nurfe, that any thing had been given to
eat or drink which difagreed with her; but
as I had attended her before, and found
that Opsates generally relieved her, I pre-
fcribed the following Medicines.
R, Pil. e Styrace gr. vj
Pulv. Caftor. r. 3fs
Balfam. Peruv. q. f. vt fiat bolus
minim. pro re nata exhibend. cum coch-

lear. duobus Julepi fequentis.

R
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R. Julep. e Camphor. 3v
Aq. Puleg. fimp. 3ijj
Spt. Volat. feetid. 3ij fiat Julepum.

Before feven in the evening, {he had ta-
ken two of the Bolus’s, and having had
fome refrefhing fleep, waked fenfible and
feemed better ;—when I faw her at that
time, her Pulfe was alfo more full and
ftrong, and as there appeared no figns
of a relapfe ; the application of a Blif~
ter was omitted, to which fhe feemed
much averfe : I defired that three {poon-
fuls of the Fulep might now be given
occafionally, without the Bolus's, ex-
cept fhe was threatened with the Con-
vulfions.

The next morning {he was {till better,
having pafied a good night .—In the even-~
ing fhe complained of pain in her Sto-
mach, but was free from feverifh Symp-
¢oms, and perfpired gently.—The Emplafis

Xx2 floma-
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Stomachic. was direCted to the pit of her
Stomach ;—her Feet were wrapped in hot
Flannels, and the ufe of the Julep was
wholly omitted.—She now continued re-
covering every day, but towards the end
of the month, being fubje® to night
Sweats, fhe took a deco&ion of the Cor-
tex, with Elix. Vitriol. dulc, which re-
ftered her to perfet health.

D TNIEISIdE o0V s

Sarab I.S'Eféy, of a firong athletic habie,
was delivered in the Weftminfler Lying- I
H’q]}#ffaf the 26th of Auguft, 1771.
The Labour was natural, and the Pla-
centa came away with eafe about an hour

after Delivery, as I was informed by the
Gentleman who at that Time attended
the Hofpital ; the appeared as well ascould
be expefed till nine in the evening,
when fhe complained of great Sicknefs
and Oppreflion at her Stomach, and vo-

mited
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mited a large quantity of porraceous Bile

As the Sicknefs did not entirely go off; |
a grain of the emetic Tartar was direGed

to cleanfe her Stomach more thoroughly g

but it did not produce any fenfible effect.

—About Midnight, fhe was attacked

with violent Convulfions, which lafted ’till

eleven o'Clock the next day; during

which time, fhe had eleven Fits; and

twice or thrice threw up Phlegm mixed

with clots of blood; but as the was

fenfelefs and comatofe in the intervals, it

was not poffible to adminifter any kind of
Medicine.

The 27th in the morning, her Pulfe
was hard and opprefled, her Skin hot
and dry, and overfpread with a deep yel-
low, as if fhe had been ill with the
Jaundice.——=The Tongue was very foul,
and had been wounded by her Teeth
in the Convulfive Paroxyfms; fo that it

appeared, the blood which fhe had dif
' charged,
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charged did not proceed from the Sto-
mach, but only from her Mouth :—The
Abdomen was tenfe and {welled, and fhe
breathed with much difficulty.——Ten
ounces of Blood were immediately ta-
ken from the Arm, and a cathartic Clyfier
was afterwards adminiftered. —In the eve-
ning fhe was better ;—the Clyfter had pro-
cured her three Stools, and leflened the
hardnefs and {welling of her Belly.

I then direCted one of the following
Powders, to be taken every four hours, and
an anodyne Draught to be given the lafl
thing at night.

R. Tart. emet. gr. ifs
Magnes. alb. 3ifs contere & f. pulv,
in fex portiones dividendus.
R. Agq. Puleg. 3ifs
Spt. Volat. feetid. 3i]
Tinét. Thebaic. gtt. xxx
Syr. ¢ Cort. Aurant. 3j mifce & fiat

hauftus.

-

The
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The 28th in the morning, the was fen-
fible and much rclieved ;—her Pullfe was
more foft and equal; the Powders had
brought on a free perfpiration, and the
fuffufion of Bile on her Skin, was lefs per-
ceptible :—The Opiate had alfo procured
her fome refrething Sleep ; but as I obe
ferved her Head was difordered and affeét-
ed with a fupor ; Leeches were direGed to
be applied to her Temples in the evening.

2gth.—Better in all refpe&s, and per-
feétly fenfible; but complained of the
forenefs of her Tongue ; which was wath-
ed with Sage-Tea and Honey :—In the
evening, the was a little feverith, and had
mufcular Pains in different parts of her
Body, but remained perfetly fenfible.—
The antimonial Powders were continued.

3oth.—The preceding Night’s reft, and

a free Perfpiration, had remedied her yef-
terday’s Complaints : _Nothing was now
given but nourifhing Food of cafy digef=
tion,
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tion, by which, her Strength fenfibly in-
creafed, and in a few days, fhe was per-
fectly recovered.

CALS N X

That Part of the followi ng Cafe, which
relates to the different Circumiftances of
Labour, I took from the Minutes of one
of my Pup:ils, who then attended in ro-
tation, and delivered the Patient ;—the
reft is fet down according to the beft of
my recollection.

Ann Philips, on Thurfday morning, the
277th of February, 1772, about two o’Clock,
was brought into the Hyfpital, with Symp-
toms of approaching Labour ;—the Wa-
ters were difcharged the preceding evenw
ing, but her Pains were ineonfiderable ;
’tho at laft they became ftronger, and
returning by fhorter intervals, brought
the Heed below the brim of the Pelvis,

which
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which was narrow :—About three 0’Clock
in the afternoon, her Pains were ftill more
fi‘equem,- but of thorter duration ;—not-
withﬂandin‘g, the Head made fome {mall
advances, and continued to do fo, ‘tili
about eight o’Clock, when it was to-
taﬂy difengaged from the Uterus, and
the Birth was expeéted at every Pain,
—Her Pulfe was now {trong, full, and
freque'nt; as it had continued daring the
day ; when, after changing the fitua<
tion of her Body, which was unfavourable,
fhe feemed rather fﬁtigued, and was {ud-
denly feized with a convulfive Spafin of
both her Legs, which quickly increafed,
and foon affeéted her whole Body :—Her
Pulfe; during the Fit, was fmall and very
- quick ;—f{he had feemingly great Anxiety
and O'ppi':f'fiun about the Prezcordia; and
the Urine was difcharged infenfibly :—
The Spafm continued about ten Minutes,
when fhe was apparently quite recovered ;

Yy her
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her Pulle alfo grew ftronger, but her pains
were manifeftly interrupted and much
weaker.—The Convulfions returned by
intervals of near an hour, and were of
longer duration, ’till about twelve o’Clock,
when fhe was delivered.——She was af~
terwards much better ; but her Fits again
¢ returned in half an hour with greater
violence than ever ;——‘Eﬁcr Intzlleés, du-
ri-ng the intervals, being alfo very im-
perfect. ‘
Eight ounces of Blood were taken away,
and the following Bolus directed to be gi-
ven immediately after, and repeated as oc-
cafion fhould require.
R. Extra&. Thebaic. gr, ifs
Mofch. 3fs
Confe&. Alkerm. q. {. ut fiat Bolus.
'She was ftrongly convulfed in the night
feveral times, and by feven o’Clock in the

morning, had thirteen Fits, from the fir{t
attack ;
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" attack ;—about nine, fhe was better, but
complained of much pain in her Head, and
{forenefs all over her Body.

An emollient Clyfter was adminiftered,
and her Temples were bathed with warm
Vinegar, the fumes of which, fhe alfo
drew up her Nole :—Her Head being af-
feGted, the Opiate was omitted, but about
nine at night, it wasﬁrﬂpeatcd, lelt there
thould be a return of the Convalfions.—
The next morning, fhe was much better in
2ll refpetts ;—had found, refrething {leep
in the night, and perfpired freely.—From
this time, the fymptoms of weaknefs gra=

dually went off, and in a few days the was

perfectly recovered.
o, T DR

" T was favored with the Particulars of the
following Cafe, by Mr. H—t, an Apcthecary

in Town, who pracifes Midwifery, and at
Yy2 whele
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whofe requeft 1 was fent for, at the time
the Patient was feized with Convulfions.

Mrs. H. , the wife of a Tradefman
In fames-Street, Covent-Garden ;—about
thirty years of age, of a robuft, plethoric
habit and perfecily healthy ; being preg-
nant with her firft Child, was f{eized with
Convulfions at the expiration of her full
time, and during Labour, viz, the 10th of
BMarch, 1772 :—Her Pulfe was full, and
her Pains feemed natural, but fo moderate,
that fhe was not at firft examined by the
Touch :—In lefs than an hour, fhe was ta-
ken with a Reaching, without any appa-
rent Caule, and complained of a pain in
her Stomach :— A little warm Caudle wasg

given her, which was inftant]ly thrown
up j—the pain at her Stomach became ve- -

ry violent, and the Vomiting increafed ;
about half an hour after, fhe was feized

with frong Convulfions, which ceafing by
intervals, fthe vomited with great vio-

lence,
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lence, and feveral times threw up a large
quantity of a {limy Fluid mixed with Bloed.
: During this time, there were no figns
of Labour, the Os Uters being rigid and
quite clofed :—Every Paroxylm was fuc-
ceeded by a feemingly profound Sleep, at-
tended with Snoaring, or rather Snorting,
together witha difcharge of Foam from her
Mouth, mixed with Blood.—She was in this
fituation when I firt fuw her:—Twelve
ounces of Blood were immediately taken
away,—a Blifiering Plaffer was applied to
the Nape of the Neck, and Sinapifins to
the Soles of her Feet : —I alfo prefcribed a
Bolus, with Mufk and Opium, which being
diffolved, was {wallowed with fome diffi-

culty.—She continued fpeechlefs and in-
fenfible, as the had been from the firft at-

tack ; but the Convulfions left her, and
the Labour-pains grew ftronger ;—the Os
Uteri then dilated, and the Child advanced
at every Pain, infomueh that the Birth was

fpc;diiy
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fpeedily expected :—Onafudden, the Pulfe
funk, and her Strength being perceived
to leffen every moment ;5 the Child, which
was dead, was . extracted by the Forceps,
and in about three hours after (he expired.
I could not perccive that the Tongue was
wounded, as it frequently is in fuch cafes ;
and therefore, was afraid that the Blood
difcharged from the mouth, proceeded
from a ruptured Veflel in the Stomach;
otherwife an Emetic would have been
proper ; fince the vaft quantity of glai-
ry gafiric Fluid rejeted, denoted fome-
thing amifs in that part; which, like
the urinary Bladder, when irritated by a
Stone ; or the Inteftines when any pain-
full Stimulus is.applicd, feparate the {ame
kind of Mucus in great abundance.
G S B NIE
Auguft the 12th 1772, at feven o’Clock
in the morning, I was defired as foon as

pofiible to vifit a Gentlewoman at Lan-
beth,
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beth, who was feized with Convulfions,
and {uppofed to be in Labour.—Her firit
Midwife feeing the ftate fhe was in, and
fearing, I fuppofe, that fhe would die, pre-
tended bufinefs elfewhere, and left her.—
The Midwife, who was afterwards fent
for, being prefent, informed me that
her Pains were very inconfiderable, and
that the Os Uteri was but very little di-
lated.—Her Nails were black, and her
Arms had repeatedly been drawn up with
great violence towards her Body, as if af-
fe@ed with the Cramp :—She complained
of intolerable pain in her Bowels, and was
much opprefled with Wind at her Sto-
mach, which was tenfe and f{welled ;—
her Pulfe was quick and irregular ; and I
was told befides, that fhe had long la-
boured under great Anxiety of Mind and
dejection of Spirits, as well as bodily Pain.
Her Extremities were ordered to be gent-
ly rubbed with warm Cloths, and after-

wards
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wards to be wrapped up in hot Flannels ;
I direted the following Draught, and al-
fo an emollient Clyfter to be adminiftered.
R. Confeét. cardiac. 3fs

Aq Menth. pip. fimp. 3ifs

Nuei§ Mofchat. 511

Tin&. Thebaic. gtt. xx

Syr. € Mecon. 3j fiat hauftus ano-
dynus quamprimum exhibendus.

As fhe continued in great Pain, and
fome Symptoms of convulfive Spafins aps
pearing in the evening; feven ounces
of Blocd were then taken away, and the
She
difcharged large quantities of Wind from

anodyne Draught was repeated :

her Stomach, and was fo much relieved

from ber Pain, that the fell into a pros
found Sleep, and was much better in all

refpets the next morning ; after which,
her Labour-pains came on, and being hap-
pily delivered about one 0’Clock the fame

day, fhe foon perfe@ly recovered.
Next
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Next to uterine Heemorrhages and Con-
vuiﬁ-:::ns 5 the Pleurify,—Dyfentery, and
Small- Pox, deferve attention, as Difeafes
of a very deftructive nature to Women du-
ring Pregnancy :—But as they have been
fully and judicioufly confidered by Authors
of the greateft eminence; I fhall only take
a curfory view of them ; in order to thew
how much their dangerous tendency is
then iIncreafed, as well as to point out fome
little peculiarity of Treatment, which they
require at that time.

As a firm and compact ftate of the So-
lics, are obferved to produce acute Dif-
eafes ; fo lax Fibres and a delicate Habit,
difpofe the Body to thofe of the chronic
Kind :—Women, therefore, are found to
be much lefs fubject to the Pleurify than
Men ; and thofe who have a bad Digeftion
and a phlegmatic Conftitution, are feldom

affeCted with it at all ; according to that
Zz Aphorifm
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Aphorifm of Hippocrates :=Qui  Acidum

eruflant, raro pleuritie: fiunt.

Altho’ firong, mafculine Women, who
ufe hard Exercife, ﬁnd where the Menfes
have been deficient, are much oftener vi-
fited with it than others; I have fecen two
or three Inftances where thofe of a very
contrary babit, were alfo violently affect-
ed*. The production of the Difeafe,
and its Symptoms, may therefore, proba-
bly fometimes arife from a defect of the

Fis Vitee, as well as from the excefs of it ;
—for Inftance, where the yuantity of ani-
mal Fluids is much leflcned, in valitudi-
nary,exhaufted Women; foistheir firength |
likewile ; a'nd confequently, four ounces
of Blood, which. fhall accidentally be-
come redundant, will render {uch Wo-
men as plezhoric, and ovei-load their Vefiels
as much at one time, as double that quan-
tity would have done at anather,’ when
they were {tronger.

In
. "!"idc, Child-bed Fever, Seét, IV. Cafe XII.
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In the beginning of the Difeafe, the
Pulfe is commonly hard, full, and ftrong ;
but when the pain in the Sides becomes
acute, and Refpiration very diflicult, it
then lofes its firmnefs, and grows foft
and weak ;—and as the blood cannot now
pafs frecly through the Lungs, they will
begin to participate of the Inflanmation 3
and the Pleurify will be complicated
with the Peripneumony—Without this
diftincion, and a particular regard to the
alteration of the Pulfe; Bleeding would
oftea be omitted, as improper, even when
moft conducive to the Patient’s fafety, by
preventing a mortal [uffocation for the is
often cut off from the difficulty of breath-
ing, and the confequent obftruction to the
courfe of the Blood in the Lungs, before
the Inflammation has brought en any col-
le&ion of Matter in the Thorax.

The indication of Cure, is therefore, ra-
ther to be teken from Refpiration, than

Zz2 the
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the ftate of the Pulfe, which manifeftly
depends upon the former,

Servius, who opened a great number of
thofe who died of the Pleurify at Rome,
always found one of the Lobes of the
Lungs corrupted ; but the Plewra was
cither flightly affeCted, or altogether un-
touched by the Inflammation.

In moft acute Fevers of the inflamma-
tory kind, fcarcely any thing is requi-
red, befides well-timed Evacuations, with
plentiful Dilution ; and therefore, Bleed-
ing, gentle Laxatives, and the faline Mix-
ture with Nitre, will here be proper ;
elpecially, when the Skin is dry and the
Pulfe hard and full :——Where the Patient js.
much relieved in the begioning, by a pro-
fufe Perfpiration, and the Pulfe becomes
more foft and free ; or where fhe is bene-
fitted by Expectoration in the progrefs of
the Difeafe ; Bleeding does not feem ne-

ceflary ;



f CONVULSIONS, & 65

ceffary ;—but it may be advantageouily
directed at all times, whenever a dangerous
difficulty of breathing fuddenly comes on ;
—Under thefe circumftances, it is as
fafe and requifite in Women with Child,
as others; and even more fo, in thofe
who are young, and naturally of a pletho-
ric habit of Body, and who are not advan-
ced beyond the fourth Month of Pregnan-
¢y s—for the Embryo being then fmall,
and not requiring the whole quantity of
redundant Blood ; provident Nature often
finds means to carry it off, by the Vagina,
left it fhould over-fill the Veflels and in-
commode the Conftitution.
Where ExpeQoration is fupprefled, and
a difficulty of breathing comes on s Baglivi
recommends the application of Blifters to
the infide of the Legs ; and alfo mentions
the remarkable good effeéts of warm, di-
luting Fluids, taken often and in f{mall
quantities.—For this purpofe, ncthing can
be
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be better calculated than the Decoll. pec-
for. with Nitre ;—and if the fteam of
warm Water is frequently drawn into thg
Lungs with the Breath, it will be found
very beneficial.

Where the Pain is extremely acute in
the time of Refpiration ; {wathing or
binding the Thorax with a broad circular
Bandage, will often procure great relief,
by preventing the elevation of the Ster-
num, and the diftenfion of the affeét-
ed parts ;—for then, Breathing is prin-
cipally carried on by a greater depref-
fion of the Diaphragm, at each Infpira-
tion; and confequently, that application
would be highly improper in gravid #o-
sen, where the whole abdominal Cavity
being tzken up by the inlarged Uterus,
the motion of the Lungs would, in a
manner, be fupprefled, and the Patient
fuffocated. Fometics, for the {fame rea-

fon, fheuld alfo be omitted, or given
with
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with great caution ; efpecially in full Ha-
bits, before bleeding, or where figns of a
Dilirium appear.

To promote Expectoration, cither of the
following Medicines may be diretted, ac-
cording to the degree of Inflammation,
and the nature of the Symptoms.

R. Ol. Lini per exprefs. 3ijj

Spt. Sal. ammoniac. gtt. xx

Aq. Puleg. fimp. 3ifs

Oxymel. Scillit 3j fiat hauftus gta
quaq. hora fumendus.
R. S8al. Abfinth. Bi

Succ., Limon. 3fs

Sperm. Ceti folut. 3{3

Aq. Hyflop. 3x

Syr. balfamic 3j fiat hauftus.

The application of a bliflering Plafer
to the affeted part, feems moft rational
after Bleeding, &c. but wherever the Pain
is fixed, and foracute, as to occafion much
difficulty of breathing in the beginning ;

1€
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it may then be directed with great fafety
and advantage, as I have obferved feveral
times.—In fhort, the Treatment of this
Difeafe in pregnant Women, wiith fome few
exceptions, is nearly the fame as in thofe
who are not fo; altho’ the event is much
more dangerous; according to that Aphor-
im of Hippocrates, viz. Mulicrem in Utero
Zerentem, ab acuto aliquo morbo corvipi,
lethale.

Mrs. M-y-les of Weflminfler, aged thir-
ty-two, and of a weakly Conftitation ;
in the fourth Month of her Pregnancy,
was feized with an acute, inflammatory
Fever, fuppofed to have been commu-
nicated by her Hufband, who was then
recovering from a dangerous Illnefs of the
like kind, which had confined him to
his Rocm near three Weeks.—I was de-
fired to vifit her the 21t of Fuky, 1772;
—Her Pulfe was frequent and fomewhat

full,—her Tongue foul, and her Thirft
1IMMOo=
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immoderate ;—fhe complained of the head-
ach, which had continued violent from
the beginning, and prevented her hav-
ing reft.—Being ill near a week before
I faw her, fome Medicines had been
given, and a Blifter applied :—As 1 was
informed there were figns of an Inter-
miffion towards the morning, I direGted
the following Draught.
R. Sal. Abfinth. 2i

Succ. Limon. 3{s mifce & affund.

Decoét. Peruv. Cort, 3i

Aq. Cinn. fimp. 311 fiat hauftus 4ta
quaq. hora exhibendus.

Her complaints continued without
much alteration the two following days ;
but on the twenty-fourth the Pulfe was
hard,—the Hands tremulous,—and her
Eyes appeared bright and inflamed ;—the
was dilirious by turns, and raved much
in the night, which fhe paflfed without
ﬂcep,w—Eig—ht ounces of Blood were taken

Aaa from
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from the Arm, and an emollient Clyfter
was adminiftered ;—fhe afterwards took
one of the following Powders, which was
ordered to be repeated in three hours, 1f
the firlt produced no fepfible effect.
R. Tart. emet. gr. ij

Magnes. alb. 3{s contere & fat
Pulv. in fex partes dividend.

The 25th, the febrile Symptoms feem=
ed to abate, and fhe was fomething better,
having had refrething fleep foon after
bleeding, the preceding day :—The Pow-
der firft given, proved gently emetic, and
afterwards produced 2 moifture on the
Skin ;—her Pulfe being allo fofter; the
Draught, which was firtt prfi‘cribed, wWas
again repeated every four or five hours.

On the 27th, the was {till more cool
and free from Fever, but extremely weak
and languid ;—the Pulfe was more foft
and regular, and the Urine depofited a co-

pious Sediment 1 then prei_’cribfd the
: | fol-



f CONVUELSIONS; & 371

fuilowing Draught, and defired that wealk
Broth and lig"ht Nauriﬂ]ment; might be
given as often as her Stomach would bear:
R. Decoc. Peruvian Cort. 51fs

Extract. E_jufd mnll. 31

Aq. Cinn. {pt. 3iij

Syr. ¢ Cort. Aurant. 31 fiat hauftus
4ta quaq. hora exhibepdus.

She continued this Medicine upwards
of a Week, and gradually gaining ftrength
every day, at laft perfectly recovered with-
out Abortion; being, atthis time, in the
ninth Month of her Pregnancy, and near
the expiration of her Reckoning.

A preternatural inteftinal i)iﬁ:hargc, 13
afoally called a Diarrheea, but when mix-
«d with Blood, and attended with Pain or
Fever, 'tis then termed a Dyfentery or
bloody Flux :

from an obfiru@ed Perfpiration ;—cor-

This Difeafc may arife

rupted Fooed, or firong, draftic Purga-
tives; it may alfo be communicated by
Aaaz e
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Infection ; or brought on by fharp Hu-
mours, which vellicate the interior furface
of the Inteftines,and determinethe blood in
too large a quantity to their tender Veflels.

There have been fome few Inftances
where the Blood was obferved to proceed
from the Inteftines, without any Pain or
Iofs of Strength ; and where the fudden
fuppreffion of this Flux, produced very
dangerous Symptoms, viz. a Vertigo, Epi-
lepfy, or even Madnefs:—.It may there-
fore be reafonably fuppofed, that fuch
Evacuations were truely critzcal, and fup-
plied the want of fome other Difcharge; as
that of the bleeding Piles, or perhaps, the
redundant Blood, which is fometimes car-
ried off by the Veflels of the Vagina, in
the firft months of Pregnancy,———Where
the Stools are fanious and feetid, attended
with Pain, Fever, and Tenefmus; it
would be no lefs improper to put an ear=

ly flop to the Dilcharge.

| It
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It is notdifficult todiftinguithbetween'the
hzmorrhoidal Flax, and dyfenteric Blood ;
as the firft is generally evacuated with
inconfiderable Pain, which is local and
confined to the Retum ; whereas, in the
Dyfentery, the Pain is often very acute and
univer{al :—Befides, in the Hzmorrhoids,
the Blood is voided firft, but in the other
Difeafe, it is either mixed with the Stool,
or comes away after it.

When the pain in the Bowels is violent
and excruciating, but not foon followed by
Stools ; it'may always be looked upon as
a very dangerous Sign, which (hews that
the {mall Inteftines are affeed ; and if
the Patient is not {oon relieved, or parti-
cularly if a difficulty of Swallowing and
Hiccough come on ; it denotes a Mortifi-
cation of the parts, and (hews that death
is at hand.

When the Difeafe iz long protracted,
the Inteftincs lofe their retentive and ab-

forbent
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forbent Power ; and the Food taken into
the Stomach, inftead of being digefted and
its fineft parts converted into Chyle, for
the nourithment of the Body, is hurried
through the inflamed Inteftines; which,
being ftripped of their Mucus and excori=
ated, are affeted with Pain and Tormi-
na, from the Acrimony of their Contents :
—Hence, as the blood is deprived of at-
t&mpcrating Fluids, the fecretion of Urine
and Perfpiration becomes defe@ive; and
the Patient will be nearly in the fame fitu-
ation as one after long Fafting ; confe-
quently, from the rancid Acrimony pre-
vailing in the Body, the Difeafe, towards
its conclufion, like moft others, will be-
come of the putrid kind.—In this difor-
dered ftate of the female Habit, the Farus
in Uters, being robbed of its Nourithment,
will die ; and the placentary Veffels, which
derive their Energy and abforbing Power

from it, will now {eparate from the Womb,
like
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like a withered Vegetable, and the Patient
will mifcarry.

Altho’ the Caufe of this Difeafe is dif-
ferent 3 the Treatment of it is fo fimilar
to that of the obftinate Diarrhcea attend-
ing the Child-bed Fever, that I fhall not
trouble the Reader with a repetition of what
is there laid down on that {ubject; but only
obferve, that in thofe Cafes where, from
the Patient’s exceflive pain, one might have
been tﬁmptcd to dire& Opiates, they have
feldom procured lafting ecafe; efpecial-
ly in the early ftate of this Diforder; but
on the contrary, often increafe the op-
preffion at the Stomach and pain in the
Bowels, by leffening their expuliive mo-
tion and locking up thefe corrupted, oi-
fending Humours, which ought to be
carried ofif. Therefore, laxative Me-
dicines which pafs without much irrita-

tion, together with Rice-water for com-
mon Drink, and the frequent ufe of emol-
lient
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lient Clyfters, or thofe made with Starch,
&c. where the Mucus of the Inteftines
is abraded, will generally be found to af-
ford relief,

Where the habit is plethoric, and much
Pain or Fever attend; the Cure fhould
commence with the lofs of Blood, other-
wile, it will not be abfolutely necefiary :
—Gentle Emetics, fuch as the following,
may then be given two or three times;
not conftantly, but only by intervals of
three or four days, as the ftrength will
permit.

R. Tart. emet. gr. v
Magnes. alb. 35
Aq. Alex. fimp. 3vi
Syr. fimp. 3iij fiat Miftura cujus fu-
mat Cochlearia duo, ut urgeat occafio.

When the above Medicine does not aét

as an Emetic, it generally proves gently

cathertic, or opens the cutancous Pores ;

which
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which will be found greatly to affift in the
cure ; the fympathy between the Skin and
Bowels being very remarkable ; as may
be obferved in confumptive Habits; for
the habitual Diarrheea which then often
attends, is almoft condtantly better or
worle, as the colliquative Sweats are more
or lefs.—During the intervals, either of
the following Medicines may be given
twice a day, or oftner, according to the
nature of the Symptoms or violence of
the Difcharge; and if the Patient is much
harraffed with pain and can get noreft;
thirty or forty drops of the Thebaic
Tinéture may occafionally be added to the
Clyfter.
R. Pulv. Rhei. gr. viij
Confe&. cardiac, 3i fiat Bolus.
R. Pulv. Gall. Alep.

Nucis Mofchat, aa 3fs
Syr. e Mecon. q. {. ut fiat Bolus.

Bbb When
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When the Difeafe is not attended with
Pain or Fever, it then principally arifesfrom
weaknefs and relaxation of the Bowels; and
therefore, Opiates and mild Aftringents may
be “directed ;—The following Bolus, or
{fomething of the like kind, may be given
twice a day, with a Tea-cup-full of A7.
Calecis, to which,Milk may be added in the
quantity of a third part.—A flannel Shift
may alfo be wore next the Skin, and the
Feet ought to be kept extremely warm,

R. Pulv. e Succin. c. gr. X
Confe&. cardiac. i fiat Bolus.

A Lady in Great Queen-Street, near
twenty-one years of age, and of a very
delicate habit of Body; in the {feventh
Month of Pregnancy, was affected witha
Diarrheea, from Anxiety of Mind.—Tho’
fhe took Opiates and other Medicines, it
continued, almoft without intermifiion,
"ill the middle of the eighth Month ;
when the pain in her Bowels became very

viclent 3
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violent; and Blood with Mucus, came
away with the Stools :—She was alfo op=
prefled with great icknefs at her Stomach,
and often threw up large quantities of
roapy, yellow Phlegm mixed with Blood.
— She had very little appetite, or nataral
reft,—~complained much of the head-ach,
and laboured under a flow Fever and hec-
tic Heats, after taking the leaft nourifh-
ment :—Her Pulfe was very languid and
unequal ; and in fhort, the was reduced to
the laft degree of weaknefs.

The Opiates, which I at firft directed,
fearcely procured her any Sleep or lafting
eafe; neither was the frequency of herStools
abated ; being conftantly difturbed feven
or eight times in the night, and during the
twenty-four hours, had fometimes fixteen
or eighteen motions, tho’ atJaftnothing was
voided but a red, glairy Subftance, which
looked like flakes of half-putrified Flefh.

Bbbz i
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—I then prefcribed the following Pow-
ders, one of which, fhe took ina little
Rice-water twice a day, for two or three
days {ucceflively ;--they_ were then omit=
ted for a day or two, and afterwards be-
gun  again :—-The firlt powder made
her fick, but did not prove emetic, ‘and
altho’ they always checked the Loofenefs,
it never totally went off till ‘within a
few days of Delivery, at which time fhe
was better in’ all refpeés, and free from
$ain,
R. Tart, emet. gr. ij

Puly. Contrayer. c. 3i fedulé contere
& in fex partes dividendus.

Opiates and Abforbents were given in
the intervals, without much relief 3o
Starch Clyfters were alfo adminiftered, and
her common drink was Rice-water, with
the addition of Gum Arabic, which agreed
with her better than any thing clfe.

The



of CONVULSIONS, & 38x
The third day after Delivery, the Purg-

ing commenced with as much violence as
ever, attended with excruciating pain in
her Bowels ;—the Stools being very fee-
tid and mixed with Blood as before.—The
next day, the Pain was flill exceffive,
-and the Purging continued :—Her Nails
began to turn black,—fhe was feized with
a fhivering Fit, and immediately fell into
Convulfions, which lafted upwards of an
hour ; her Body being agitated at diffe-
rent times with great wiclence.—As the
Fit went off, and fhe feemed much better,
I was not fent for till the eighth day, at
which time the Purging returned, and the
acute Pain in her Bowels threw her into
another Fit, which for a time, deprived
‘her of all Senfe.—Oé&fober the 16th 1772,
I dire@ed Starch Clyfters, with twen-
ty drops of Tint. Thebaic. to be gi-
ven twice a day, but in fmall quantities

and only milk-warm ;—her Body and
Limbs
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Limbs were wrapped up in warm Flan-
nels ; and as I obferved that nothing re-
lieved her {o much as the Powders fhe
had before taken; they were again re-
peated twice or thrice a day, without
making her fick :—She was better after
the fecond Powder ; both the Pain and
frequency of the Stools, being fenfibly
abated.—To avoid the danger of a relapfe,
the Powders were continued once or
twice a day for upwards of a Week ; and
with care and proper Nourithment, the
gradually recovered.—Towards the end
of the Month, = fhe took the following
Draught night and morning, for ten days,
which affifted her greatly, by ftrengthen-
ing the Bowels and increafing her Appe-
tite, and at laft was reftored to her for-
mer ftate of Health ; but from catching
Cold, or other accidental Caufe, is ftill
apt to be flightly affe€ted with her former
complaint. R.
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R. Cort. Peruv. Pulv. 3{s
Fol. Rofar. rub. ficc.
Cort. Cinn. aa 31
Aq. bullient, 3x poft macerat.
idon. cola,
R. hujus colat. 3ifs
Tiné. Japonic. 3iij
Confect. Alkerm. 3i fiat hauftus
Nocteq. Mane exhibendus.

The late illuftrious Barop Van Swieten,
in the fif h and laft Volume of his Com-
mentaries,—a Work which will render his
Name venerable to the lateft Pofterity ;
remarks the following Circumftances, from
his own Experience, in what relates to the
Small Pox, viz. that the Method of Prepa-
fation ufually obferved, before the artificial
communication of this Difeafe, may be
omitted without danger ;—for at the Or-
phan-boufe, fituated in the fuburbs of /-
enna; tho' there was not any variation in
the Dict of thofe inoculated, from that

of
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of the reft; no harm or inconvenience
was perceived to follow :—But it is to be
obferved; that they all breathed the open
Air for the whole day, and {lept in {pa-
cious and lofty Bed-chambers, which were
well perflated.—Hence arofe the Opinion
which now prevails with fome ; —that
thofe who labour under the natural Small
Pox, will recover as eafily as others who

are inoculated ; without much regard ei-
ther to Diet or Medicine, provided that

they fufficiently enjoy the falutary In-
fluence of the frefh Air.

The Treatment of this Difeafe, is now
fo well underftood, and fo rationally pur-
fued, that little can be faid on the fub-
je& which has not already been taken
notice of by others.—According to the
calculation of Dr. Furin, feveral years
ago; about onein fix died by the natural
Small Pox, but of thofe who were ino-

‘culated, fcarcely one in forty-eight :—If
the



sf CONVULSIONS, & 38¢

the calculation is juft, it appears that
this deftru@ive Malady, is rendered much
milder by the prefent Method of Treat-
ment ; fince the number of thofe who
die, compared to thofe who recover, is
happily now very {mall; even in the na-
tural fort, except they happen to Women
with Child ; or during an unhealthy fea-
{fon of the year, where they become com-
plicated with other Difeafes of the epide=
This favourable circum-

mical kind :
ftance, feems principaily owing to the ap-
plic&tiﬂn of the fame Treatment in the nd-
tural Small Pox, which had been found fo
remarkably beneficial in thofe communi-
cated by Inoculation.

An abftemious, laxative Diet, will be
proper in the beginning ; fuch as that of
roafted Apples, ripe Oranges, or any other
cooling Vegetables of the folutive kind ;
alfo Milk-pottage, or Gruel fweetened

with Honey.
Ccc In
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In Adults, and thofe of firong Habits,
Bleeding is generally neceflary; being {o
far from retarding the Eruption, that it
appears more Kkindly after that Evacua-
tion:—One of the following Powders will
then be neceffary, and may be given for
two or three nights {ucceffively, as occa-
fion may require.

R. Calomel ppt.

Sulph. precipitat. aa gr, X
Tart. emetic gr.i contere & fiat
Puly. fubtilifs, in fex portiones dividend.

As foon as the Eruption appears, if the
inflammatory Symptmﬁs run high, and 1t
{eems to rufh out too haftily; the follow-
ing cathertic Dravght (hould immediately
be given, efpecially, if the previous ufe
of the Powders has not fufficiently empti-
ed the Bowels.

R. Infus, Sen. limoniat 3ij s
Mann. calab. 3iij folv.
Spt. Lavend. ¢, 3i fiat bauftus.

During
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During the Symptoms of the eruptive
Fever, the Patient may drink as much
cold Spring Water as her Thirft requires :
—At this time fhe ought, by no means,
to be confined to her Bed, or a warm
Room, but fhould gently walk out into
the freth, open Air; taking care at her
return, not to expofe herfelf to it in a
full fiream, by fitting between open Doors
or Windows;—and however ftrange this
Practice might at firft appear, ’tis now {uf-
ficiently juftified, by the conftant and daily
fuccefs which attends it.

This Method was firft followed and re-
commended by Sydenbham, who was often
unmercifully cenfured for venturing to
depart from the common Pradtice ;—but
being convinced by repeated Experience of
its falutary effe&, and aiming at nothing {o
much as the Public good; he {ubmitted to
undeferved reproaches, and thought him-
{elf {ufficiently repaid by a con{ciencious

Eccsa difcharge
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difcharge of his Duty, and the benevolent
. What-
ever additional fuccefs attends the prefent
Praice, is therefore chiefly and originally
owing to the fagaceousand f:ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁpﬁf‘déff Sy.-
_denbam ; but furely, thofe who have fince

_feelings' of his own Heart.

been the means of boldly oppofing popu-
lar Errors, and pa:rr.m:su'na;'r.1]'_1,;r eftablithing
that Method which contributes to the pre-
fervation of thoufands, alfo deferve their
proper thare of Praife.

By the liberal ufe of cold Water, and
the Influence of frefh Air, the Sick find
themfelves revived in a very extraordina-
ry manner ;—the frequency and fullnefs
of the Pulfe is obferved to abate,—the
Thirft grows lefs, and the fymptomatic
Fever being in a manner extinguifhed; a
frece Per{piration ufually {ucceeds, accom=
panied with a favourable Eruption ; after
which, nothing more feems neceflary, but

only to forward the maturation of the
Puftles,
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Puftles, by fupplying the Patient plenti-
fully with Milk and Water, Tea, or any
thing of the like kind :—At this time, the
Body ought to be kept cool and tempe-
rate, by emollient Clyfters, and. alfo by
sentle Laxatives, as the ftate of the Bow-
els may require.

Where the variolous Eruption s com-
plicated with a thick miliary Rafb, 1t will
be proper to leflen the degree of the cool~
ing Regimen, and to allow the Patient
White-wine Whey, or weak Broth, in-
{tead of cold Fluids.

A Phrenzy happening the third or fourth
day after the Eruption, is a very alarming
Symptom :—Bleeding and emollient Clyf-
ters may be dire@ed, and the Patient
fhould be kept cool ;—Leeches may alfo
be applied to the Temples, and the fol-
lowing Julep may be taken occafionaly;
—alfo Barley-water with the addition of

Nitre, for common drink, :
R.
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R. ' Aq. font. purifs. 3vij
Spt. Nitri dulc. 3iij
Syr. Violar (s fiat Julepum

Purples on the Skin, denote great dan-
gers clpecially if the Pock is confluent ;
but where bloody Urine is voided at the
fame time, the Difcafe is mortal :—Thofe
appearances are not always the genuine
Symptcems of the Difeafe, but often arife
from a hot Regimen, and too great a de-
gree of the circulating power :—As the
firft are owing to a putrid difivJution of
the Blood, they are much more dangerous
than the other, and therefore, a diftinc-
tion thould be made as to their Treatment.
~—In thofe of the putrid kind, fuch Medi-
cines may be given, as refift putrefaction
and 1incraflate the Blood ; as a Decoiion
of the Bark with the Elixir of Vitriol, or
the TinGure of Rofes ;—but in the 77~
Hammatory fort ; Bleeding and Laxatives
with nitrous Drinks, may be directed.

Towards



FCONVULSIONS, &. 391

- Towards the height, about the eighth or
ninth day; the fecondary, putrid Fever,
which may foon after be expected, isto
be prevented by Purgatives, if poffi-
ble; therefore the fame cathertic IDraught
which was given in the beginning, may
now be repeated every other day, or as the
Strength will permit.—Opiates are now
proper, efpccially after the operation of
the Purge, or when the Patient is reft-
lefs, or in pain;—but {hould a Diliriu"rli__l
‘or difficulty of Breathing come on, théj?
{hould be wholly omitted.

Where the Circulation flags, and the
Eruptions,inﬁcad of maturating and grow-
ing fuller, feem to flatten and look pale ;
Snake-root, Saffron, and fuch-like warm
Medicines, have been recommended ; but
as far as I have been able to obferve, no-
thing has equalled the good effect of eme-
tic Tartar, givenat firft in fuch a quanti-

ty
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ty as to prove gently emetic, and after-~
wards, to act as an Alterative only.

Some dire&t the Limbs to be bliftered
at this time, and others do not fcruple to
give cold Water ; and indeed, confidering
its falutary effe@s in the beginning, fucli
a ftep does mot appear altogether excep-
tionable ; particularly if it is earneftly de-
fired by the Patient.

Where the falivation, which ufually at=
tends the confluent Small Pox, {uddenly
ftops, the Patient generally dies about the
eleventh or twelfth day ; efpecially, if the
Face and Hands do not then begin to {well,
or where fome other Evacuation does not
immediately follow :—To encourage the
Spitting, the Head may be held over the
Fumes of warm Water, and the following
Gargarifin may frequently be ufed.

R. Agq. hordeat. fbj
Sal. Ammon. crud. 3ij
Mell, 3fs fiat Gargarifia.
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Thofe who are feized with the Swall
Pox in the pregnant State, have generally
much more eafy and expeditious Labours
than other Women :—Howeveér extraor-
dinary this circumftance may appear, I
have feen it verified in man}’ Inftances ;—a
and indeed, never yet found it otherwife in
any Cafe, where the Labour was ftrictly
natural :—It cannot be owing to the gene-
ral weaknefs and relaxation of the Body ;
in confequence of which, the Child meets
with lefs refiftance in the Birth ; for if {o,
the Uferus would participate of the effect,
and its expulfive force being diminifhed,
the Labour, inftead of being foon over,
would probably be rendered more tedious
and lingering.—In the Micellan. Natur.
curios. may be found feveral Inftances
of Women dying gravid, who were af-
terwards delivered of living Children;—
Horflius alfo relates a Hiftory of this kind ;
and Raynaud, in his Book de ortu Infantum
Ddd contra
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contra Naturam, is full of fuch wonderful
Stories; which are fitter to entertain old
Women and Nurfes, than rational Men ;
yet the celebrated Hoffman, who does not
feem behind hand with any of them in
credulity, attempts ferionfly to account
for fuch extraordinary Births, by the Ex-
panfion of putrid Air.

Several years ago, I was fent for to a
Tradefman’sWife in Mount-Street, Berkloy-
Square; who was taken with Labour juft at
the height of the Small Pox ; but being
then at fome diftance, fhe was delivered
without any affiftance, before I got there,
and died the next day.

July the 12th 1767, Aun Moody was
admitted into the Weftminfler Lying-in
Hojpital, with fymptoms of Labour, and
being otherways very ill, was allowed to
remain longer than ufual before Delivery :
The Small Pox appeared foon after her ad-
miffion, but as the Eruption was at firft

| taken
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taken for a Rath, I was not acquainted
with it ’till feveral days after :—She was
delivered of a dead Child, about eight
Months old, the ninth day after the Erup-
tion, without much pain or the ufual ef-
forts of Labour :—The Puftles were of the
confluent kind, and very thick on the
Skin; together with Purples; for which
a Decoftion of the Bark with Elixir of Vitri=
of, was given, but without effect, for fhe

died delirious, the day after Delivery.
Sanuary the 14th 1768, Efiber Grace
was admitted into the Hofpital, and deli-
vered the third day after, of a living Child,
and at her full time: Tho’ her Pains were
very inconfiderable, the Birth was {o quick
and eafy, as to require no Kind of aflift-
ance : —The next day, the Small Pox ap-=
peared.—She was carefully removed in a
Chair the fifth day, and died three days
after 3 being the eighth from the tiote
of the Eruption.—The Child was nurfed
Ddd2 and
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and taken care of in the Hofpital, but di.
ed at eight days old, tho’ without any
Eruption on its body, or other Symptoms
of the Smail Pox. .

February the 8th 1770, I attended
Mrs. Ch—n, at Lambeth, who had the
Small Pox in the fifth Month of her Preg=-
nancy :—She was young, and of a ftrong,
healthy Conflitution ; but very full of the
Eruption, which was rather of the conw
fluent than diftin& kind.—As I was call-
ed to her in the beginning of the Difeafe,
it was treated by the cooling Regimen al-
ready menticned ;—the Weather being at
th:e fame time intenfely cold : —The §pit-
ting, which had affifted her greatly, be-
gan to diminifh very much, a little after
the height; and about the twelfth or thir-
teenth day, fhe was exceeding il ;—the
fymptoms of the fecondary Fever, were
then very violent, and the was unable to

ipeak or {fwallow, except with much difs

ficulty,—
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ficulty.—Nothing at this time relieved
her fo much as the purging Draught,
which fhe took every other day :—As
her firength and fpirits were always bet-

ter, and the bad Symptoms evidently
lefs violent on the days the took the Purge,

I dire@ed it to be made weaker, and re-
peated it for three days fuccefiively t—She
now recovered daily, and at the end of
three Weeks, was able to take the Air;
but what appeared rather extraordinary,
was, thataltho’ the had efcaped Aborzion
during the Difeafe ; fhe mifcarried about
a menth after her firft going abroad.

About the fame time, viz. February the
2sth 1770, I was defired to vifit Mrs.
P
pital, who then laboured under the
Small Pox, in the eighth Meonth of her
Pregnancy.—Her Midwife informed me

», in Britannia- Row, near the Hof-

that the was delivered foon after the Ecup=
tion appeared, with {fo much precipitation,
that
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that the Infant fell on the Floor, as (he
was affifted in getting off the Clofe-flool.
—I faw her the ninth day from the Erup-
tion, which was large in quantity and of
the worft confluent kind ;—broad, purple
Spots almoft every where overfpread that
part of her Skin where the Puftles were
wanting ;—there were befides, feveral
{mall Veficles on her Breaft, &lled with a
yellowith Fluid, like the Serum of the
Blood, and fome with 3 bloody Ichor :—She
was allo delirious, but as her Water came
away involuntarily I could not tell whe-
ther the Urine was bloody or not;—
indeed, I never faw the Difeafe attended
with more malignant Symptoms; and
tho’ there was no hopes of her recovery ;
I direéted the following Draught, and de-
fired that the Fluids which the was able
{wallow, might be acidulated with Lg-
IMon-juice.

R.
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R. Decoét. Cort, Peruv. 5ifs
Extract. ejufd. 2i
Elix. Vitriol. acid. gtt. xxx
Tin&. Cort. Peruv. 3iij
Confe&. Alkerm. 3i fiat hauftus al-
ternis horis exhibendus.

She died the next day about twelve
o'Clock, being the tenth from the firft
appearance of the Eruption.

October the 21ft 1772, Elizabeth Lee
was delivered in the Weflminfler Lying-in
Hoyfpital of a living Child, in the eighth
Month of her Pregnancy :—As the Smal/
Pox appeared on her Skin the next da},
the was carefully removed to her own
Apartment by her Friends, where the re-
covered ;—the Difeafe being mild, and
the Eruption of the diftin@® kind.—The
Child was feized with it a fortnight after,

but I had no opportunity to inform myfelf
whether it lived or no.
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I have never yet feen any Inftance where
the Infants were born with the Eruption,
 neither does it ufually appear immediately
afterwards, tho’ many of them die in a
Week or ten days.—As the Small Pox
generally brings on Abortion, it is to be
obferved that the Children come before
their due time ; and therefore go off, be-
fore the Infection has had fufficient time
to produce the Difeafe ; and as their bulk
is proportioned to their age, it may be one
reafon, why the Delivery in fuch Cafes, is
more eafy and expeditious.

Notwithftanding what has already been
faid, Examples may be found in the Ph:/o-
Jophical Tranfactions ;— Bartkolin's medical
Epiftles, &¢c. where the body of the new-
born Infant has been found over{pread
with the variolous Puftles; which, confi-
dering the Intercourfe between the Mo-
ther and it, duoring the uterine Geflation,

15 not to be wondered at.

A
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A very curious and uncommon Cafe is
related by Van Swieten, as it happened
under the obfervation of Dr. Watlon in
London,  viz. a Woman who had been
for fome time pregnant, and who long
before had the Swall Pox, was very afli-
duous in attending her fervant maid, who
then laboured under that Difeafe :—1In
due time, fhe was happily delivered, and
brought forth a healthy female Child ;
where evident marks of its having had
the Eruption, appeared on the Skin.
When this child’s Brother was inoculated
four years after, Dr. #atfon had leave
from the Parents to inoculate her like-
wife ; but the operation was attended with
very different effets in thofe different fub-
jects ; for the Eruptions appeared in the
Boy, who foon happily recovered from the
Difeafe ; but the Girl, after drooping for
two Days, became very well again, and re-

mained totally free from it,
Eee A
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A.Cafe fomething fimilar to this is alfo
mentioned by Dr, Mead in treating of the
Small Pox. He fuppofes that where the

Child is born before the perfet matu-

ration of the Puftules in the Mother,
it will then more probably efcape the
Difeafe ; and alfo that the Danger arifing
to Women 2t this time, who fuffer Abor-
tion, will be in proportion to the lofs
of Blood, after the feparation of the Pla-
centa from the Uterus: But there does not
feem fufficient reafon to adopt this laft o=
pinion ;—for even what he himfelf after-
wards afferts, does not fecm to correfpond
with it, viz. that the Small Pox has ge+
nerally been found the moft mild, when
it fucceeds fome confiderable Evacnation,
whether natural or artificial.

Van Swieten informs us, that the ccle=
brated RBeerbaave attended a Lady in the
fixth month of her Pregnancy, who la-
boured under the worft kind of the con=

fluent
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fluent Small Pox ; notwithftanding which,
the proceeded to the full period of her
time, and was then delivered of a healthy,

male Child, which had not the leaft Ve(=
tige or appearance of the Difeafe.

From the above extraordinary circum-
ftance, arifing from the iﬁeculiar ftructure
of the Placenta, and its power to abforb
fuch Juices from the womb, as were falu-
tary and nutritious, even when the whole
Mafs of the Mother’s Blood was tainted
with wvariolous Infeétion ; one would be in<
clined to believe that bereditary Difeafes
are not fo frequent as generally imagined:
The Property with which this animal part
feems endowed, is beautifully illuftrated
by what may be obferved in Fegerables,
where two Plants- of different qualities,
both draw their nourithment from the
fame Pot of Earth ; the one, for inftance,
a deadly Poifon ;—the other, friendly to
the human body, or perhaps an Antidote

Ecez to
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to the former;—and this is ftill further ex-
emplified in grafting fmall branches of
one Tree into the Stem of another; for the
Juices of the laft, will from thence be fo
far divefted.of their natural qualities, by
pafling through different Strainers, as only
to produce the fame kind of Fruit, with that
of the Tree from which fuch Branches

were taken.
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The following Gentlemen, befides many
others, who either went Ahmad, or fettled
mn different parts of the Country, which I
cannot recollect, attended my Ledures, at
the times already mentioned ; moft of
whom took Nofes, and therefore, to fuch I
refer for a confirmation of the Facs men-
tioned in the lutrodution to the preceding
Obfervations.

R. C. M. Thode, Surgeon to the Em-
prefs of Ruffia, Pftf?ﬁwgaﬁ.

Mr. Crowther, Leadenball-ftreet, London.

Mr. John Blake, Brifl.

Mr. William Slater, Houfe A pathecary
to the Difpenfary, for the relief of
the Poor, Alderfzate, London.

Mr. Richard Newland, Chichefter, Suffex,

Mr. Edward Yale, Catherine -ftreet, London,

Mr. Robert Hobfon, Bernard. Cafile,
County of Durbam.

M, Charles Lightfoot, #)itly, YorkfLire,

Mr. William Cﬁrtwright, Wenlock, Salop.

Mr.



Mr. Jofeph Dawion, Eaft-Indies.

Mr. Thomas Tubb, Lamborn, Berkfhireé.

Mr. Thomas Parkinfon, Kirkham, Lanca-
Shire.

Mr. William Harffy, Civent Garden.

Mr. William Sexton, Southampton Build-
ings, Chancery Lane.

Mr. John Caufer, Houfe Surgeon to St.
George's Hofpital, 1771-

Mr. Robert Pope, Staines, Middlefex.

Mr. Lewis Poignand, Duke-fireet, Weft-
minfler.

M;r. Thomas Hammond, Dover, Kent.

M. Jeremiah Wilkinfon, Scarborough.

Mr. John Marth, Halfmoon-fireety Picea-
dilly.

Mr. J. Rackham, Burngay, Suffolk.

Ms. Thomas Inman, S¢. Ofyth, Effex.

Mr. Edward Weeks, near Battle, Suffex.

Mr. H. Dickinfon, Houfe Surgeon to the
Eﬁﬂmﬁgﬂw- Hofpital, 17?0;

- Mr.



Mr. Edward Ford, Briftol,

Mr. James Bromley, Rochefter, Kent.

Mr. P. Weaver, Hermitage, Tower-hill,

Mr. D. Raven, Hatfield Peveral, Effex.

Mr. J. Dautton, Mancbefler.

Mr. Thomas Brittain, Rugely, Staffordfbire.

Mr. Thomas Parker, Gloucefler.

Mr. Thomas Owen, Rye, Suffex.

Mr. James Scaife, Carlifle, Cumberiland.

Mr. William Younge, Shijffral, Shropfhire,

Mr. James Bumpltead, Caftle Heddington,
Effex.

Mr. William Young, Georgia, America.

Mr. Druitt, Winburn, Dﬂ}j&.{ﬂ:rz'm,

Mr. Thomas Shute, Briffol. -

Mr. James Travers, Military Hofpital,
Granada.

Dr. William Moore, St. Martin's Lane.

Mr. Thomas Vigur’s, Loffaffe, Cornwall.

Mr. Henry Bickerfteth, Kirbylonfdale,
Weftmorland.

Mr. Edward Horler, 7¢ mfr'ﬂg, Surry.

Mr.












