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J7 JL} OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY

The first object of the JENNER SOCIETY is to counteract
the mischievous efforts so persistently made to diseredit the
name and work of EDWARD JENNER, M.D. of Berkelev,
in the county of Gloucester, and to bring home again to the
mind of the nation on lhls the centenary of his great
discovery, the immense benefit he conferred by it upon
mankind.

In furtherance of this object the Society will nse its
best efforis to collect, diffuse, and popularise knowledge
in regard to the history of Small Pox before Jenner's time,
and to the evidence which has been aceumulated, durine
the last hundred years, of the walue of Vacecination as a
preventive of that disease, so much of which is embedded
in publications which are not available for popular use,

Whilst this will be the first object of the Society, it is
felt that, in default of any organisation of a similar character,
it may also do useful work in collecting and focussing
publie opinion, and in promoting disenssion on matters which
must before long, now that the Vaceination Commisgion
have presented their Report, come under the consideration
of Parliament, and that it may thus help to put Vaceination
on a more satisfactory basis than that on which it at present
rests.

[t iz hoped that the institution of the Society will
thus demonstrate to the country at large that the negleet
of Vaccination for some years past in Gloucester and other
parts of the surrounding district. which has led to the recent
deplorable outbreak of Small Pox, is the work of only a
comparatively small number of ill-informed and nliat‘runlml
persons, and receives no ‘-.1.]}1]}:11']1‘5' from the intelligence of
the County generally, which is not nnmindful of the honour
that attaches to it as the scene of JENNER'S experiments
and discoveries.

The Society has already done useful work in Gloucester-
shire by the circulation during the recent epidemic of various
publications, calculated to ecounteract the misehievous mis-
representations of local anti-vaceinators with reference, not
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only to the causes of the epidemie, but to the need of
vaccination as the only means for its arrest. The Report of
the Vacecination Committee of the Gloucester Board of
Guardians bears witness to the value of this work.

As a result of the publicity which the Society has thus
acquired, it has received applications from all paris of the
British Isles for its pnblications, and especially for informa-
tion as to the teachings of the Gloucester epidemie. The
Committee recognise in such applications an appreciation of
the importance of the work which the Society is carrying
on, and have gladly done their best to comply with them.

This work has been hitherto done almost entirely by
unpaid labour, the resources entrusted to the Committee
by the contributions of a comparatively small number of
residents in the County having been employed in printing,
advertising, postage, distribution, and other necessary or
incidental expenses. DBut if the work of the Society is to
be carried on continunously, and especially if it is to extend
over a wider area than the County of Gloucester, increased
expenditure will have to be incurred in providing clerical
assistance, office accommodation, and for other purposes, to
meet which the Committee must look for larger support,
and especially from those living outside the County, who
value the discovery of JENNER. and desire to honour his
name.*

Should the Committee receive such a general expression
of approval and support as may justify them in doing
g0, they will take steps to give to the Society the form
and organisation which such an enlarged scope wounld de-
mand, in the belief that in no better way can the Jenner
Centenary be commemorated in this country, than by
the establishment of a permanent institution for educating
the public in the truth about vaccination, in order that the
dangerous spread of ignorant prejudice against the efficacy
of JENNER'S dizcovery may everywhere be refuted and hel L
in check.

Communications may be addressed to the Honorary
Secretary, as under,
Dr BOND,
Jenner Society,
Gloucester.

* It iz a striking illostration of the difference with which the memory
of Jenner is treated in his own country and abroad, that whilst in this
yvear of Grace, one hundred years after his memorable work was com-
menced, there is no tangible memorial of him but a couple of statues
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which are shrouded in an obseurity that certainly snggests to the intelligent
foreigner some justification of those who in his native county as well as
in other parts: of Great Britain demounce both his work and himself in
language that is only applicable to a fraudulent impostor, the most
progressive foreign countrics are uniting to do him honour.

The Russian Society for the Protection of the Public Health, with
the special authorisation of the Emperor, have arranged to eelebrate the
centenary with every mark of honourable commemoration. A speecial
edition of Jenner's works, translated into Russian, iz to be published :
an exhibition of objects of all kinds, illustrative of vaccination, to be
opened ; and a “solemn general assembly,” (to use the exact words of
the Society’s notice) is to be held; a history of the introduction of
Vaceination into the Russian Empire, and of the work accomplished by it
is to be compiled, and valuable prizes are offered for contributors to this
votive celebration. In Berlin, also, a thanksgiving festival, under the
direction of the most eminent German savants., was held on the 14th of
May (the day of Jenner's first experiment) ; whilst in the United States a
special Jenner Commemoration was held on May 7 at Atalanta, Ga.. by a
Joint Committee of the American Medical and Public Health Associations,

In Japan, a “CesTExsiaL CELEBRATION " in honour of Jenmer's
discovery was held at Yokohama on May 14. More than a thousand
persong, amongst whom were Count Itagaki, Minister of State for Home
Affairs, the Chinese Minister and three atfaehidés, Count Sano, President of
the Red Cross Society, Marshal Count Noza, the Professors of the Imperial
University, and many other persons of distinetion, assembled 'in the
Exhibition building in Ueno Park. The Hall was tastefully decorated with
fags of different nations, those of Japan and Great Britain being specially
prominent. Each guest on his arrival was presented with a pamphlet in
Japanese, containing a brief history of the discovery, with an account of
Jenner's life, and a portrait. Count Higikata delivered an address in
which he referred to the interest taken in the proeeedings by their Tmperial
Majesties, the Emperor and Empress, both of whom had subseribed hand-
somely towards the expenses of the ceremony. His Excellency, Sir Ernest
satow, followed with a scholarly address in Japanese, in which he ex-
pressed his delight that the memory of his great countryman’s discovery
was 80 splendidly celebrated in Japan. Jenner’s merits were, indeed, of
the highest order, for if he had not made his discovery, many of the
beautiful faces characteristic of Japan would this day have been terribly
disfigured. The discovery had done untold good to the poor, having
rendered the lower classes free from the scourge which had once been their
worst enemy., Sir Ernest went on to give a sketch of Jenner's career,
showing his perseverance under obstacles seemingly insurmountable, and
the manner in which he overcame all difficulties. Jenner's life might be a
model for all of us, The meeting lasted two hours, the intervals between
the addresses being filled with music.

It has since been decided by the promoters of this celebration of
:Iienner's centenary to erect a statue of the discoverer of Vaccination in
Tokyo. ;

In Sweden, the June number of Hygicn iz entirely devoted to Jenner
amd vaccination, containing partly papers that were read at the Jenner
Festival, held by the Swedish Medical Association on May 13, It may be
remembered that the Swedes were amongst the first people who appreciated
the great discovery, vaccination having being made obligatory as early as
1516, Conseguently their statistics on the decrease of small pox mortality
ginee the adoption of vaccination are exceptionally complete and eonvine-
ing : and they further pride themselves on theirs being “the best vaceinated
country in the world.” A proposal of amendment of the vacecination laws
has recently Leen introduced into the Swedish Rigedag, for the chief
purpose of making vaccination obligatory.
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Publications issued by the Jenner Soricty

1. Report of the Vacecination Committee of the Gloucester Board of
Guardians. pp. 52. Price 3d post free.

This Report gives o general history of the origin and progress of thoe recent
Gloneestar Epidemie, and of the steps taken to arrest it.

2. Vaccination Vindieated. By J. C. McVail, M.D. Cloth boards, 5/-
post free :

A masterly expoaure of the statistical sophistries of Wallace, Milnes, and
other leading Anti-vaccinators, which ave constantly being
cirenlated in letters to newspapers, bills, &e.

3. Vaccination or Banitation! By J. C. McVail, M.D., D PH. Price
2d post free,
A telling answor, drawn from the experience of Glaggow, to the Anti-vaccin-

ator’s assertion that ¥ Banitation ” iz an effective substitute
for Vaccination.

{. The Truth about Vaccination : being a Report on Vaccination as a
branch of Preventive Medicine. Ity Ernest Hart, D.C.L. Price
1/t post free.

An able summmary of the facts and statistienl relations of some of the more
recent epidemics of Small Pox betore Gloucester,

5. Fifteen Reasons for believing in the efficacy of Vaccination as a pre-
ventive of Small Pox. Price 2d post free.

Designed to put the case for Vaccination in o compendions and
cumulative form.

6. Small Pox a hundred years ago : An exact re-production of two pages
of an old Register of Deaths, kept in the Parish Chapel of Pudsey,
Yorkshive, in 1787 and 1792, Price 14d. post free.

An effective illustration from an suthentic document of what Bmall Pox

w3 bafore the time of Jenner, and of what it was in the
recent Gloucester epidernic,

Debate on Compulsory Vaccination in the House of Commons, May 13,
1893, Price 3d post free
Contning an excellent gpeach by Sir Walter Foster, M.

8. What the Press says about the Gloucester Epidemic and the Royal
Commission, Price 14d. post free.

9. The Story of Vaccinatiocn. By Annabella Maria Browne. Price 14d.
post free
A short ageount of the discovery of vaccination ; for popular use.
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An article in the Times of August 24th, headed
ThHr SMALL-PoX EPIDEMIC AT (GLOUCESTER, concludes
as follows —

“Of the general history of the Gloucester epidemic in its
relations to vaecination it is not possible here to speak. A
areat deal of interesting information about it will be found in
the Report of the Vaceination Committee of the Gloucester
Board of Guardians, which may be obtained on application to
the Secretary of the Jenner Society at Gloucester., To those
who haveany doubts on the value of vaceination asa protection
against small-pox its pernsal may be strongly recommended,
for, if the evidence which it contains does not bring eonvie-
tion, it is scarcely likely that any other will. That it has at
any rate completely convinced the Gloucesier Board of
Guardians is evident from the fact that they are now prose-
cuting vaccination defaulters with energy as great as was
their previous indifference. But what is even more important
still is that the apathy hitherto displayed by a large section of
the community in Gloucestershire, who have never lost their
faith in Jenner, has been shaken off. They have learned from
the misfortune which has befallen the town that they also
have a duty to discharge in regard to vaccination, and that it
cannot be performed by sitting still and treating with contempt
the fallacies and misrepresentations on which the anti-vacei-
nationists found their aitacks. Under the name of the
Jenner Society they have established an organization, the
object of which is ‘ to counteract the mischievous efforts so
persistently made to diseredit the name and work of Edward
Jenner, and to bring home again to the mind of the nation, on
this the centenary of his great discovery, the immense benefit
he conferred by it upon mankind.” This objeet the Society
purposes, amongst other ways, to accomplish * by collecting,
diffusing, and popularising knowledge in regard to the history
of small-pox before vaceination and to the evidence which has
been accumulated during the last hundred years of the value
of vaccination as a preventive of that disease, so much of
which is embedded in publications which are not available
for popular use.” The Society also hopes to be able to do
useful work in focussing public opinion on matters which,
now that the Vaccination Commission has presented its report,
must come under the ¢onsideration of Parliament. As the
Society has the Earl of Duecie, the Lord Lieutenant of the
County, for its President, and includes on its Council all the
leading men of Gloucestershire, it may be assumed that it
will not speak without some weight.”

JOHN GBELLOWS, GLOUCESTER ayjofc
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