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inxod in not a fow nowspapers with being an impostor and n swindler. His anawer was, * Come
and seo my experiments and judge by the resulta” It is not necessary to record heee the word
warfare which ensued batwoeen those who had witnessed the astounding results of the magnetie
influence possessed by the experimentalist and those who denouneed them a priori a8 impossible,
declaring that whatever uonnccountable effects had been produced must need be the work of
imposture.

ing over this early stage of passionate recrimination, let me eall np at once witnesses on
boliall of the celebrated magnetiser who has exeited such interest and sensation in Germany. For
before all things it is necessary, in order to obtain forthese experiments in bio-magnetism an imp -
tial hearing m England, to establish the eviderce and credibility of the experimentalist. It is
likewise neco-sary in a country like (Germany, where =0 many balf-mad philosophers flow-ish,
that the witne-ses themselves should be above even the shadow of suspicion.  Soeh & witness is
the well-known Frofessor Matthicesen, of the University of Restock. His letter addressed to
Herr Professor Carl Hansen, reads in Englich as follows :—

% Roatock, 20th July, 1870,

w Most Honoured Sir,—I cannot forego the present opportunity of expressing to you my special
thanks, as well as my special recognition of your performances, and of your eapacity in careyiag
out bis-magnetical experiments. 1 was one of six persons experimented on yesterday during
your lecture in the presence of a large circle of scientific notabilities.

4T have the honour to remain,
% Lupwio MATTHIESSEN,
“ Profesaor der Physik on der Universitat.”
= Another such a witness is Dr. Thierseh, Professor of Medicine at Leipsic, and perbaps the most
eminent authority in Germany on physiology, who likewise vouches for the genuinene:s of the
resulis of ihe experiments which in presence of twenty or thirty men of science, or
wraclical doctors, put to every koown test, 1f imitation be the sincerest form of fiattery, Herr

ancen bas every renson to be grailified, for, on his departure from Leipsic, Dr. Thiersch
practised in the hospital and elsewhere the cxperiments which he had witnessed, and with no
emall suceess, especially on those persons who bad previcusly been operated upon by Herr
Hangen.  Failing, however, afver three or four weeks in one or two rpecial cases, Dr. Thiersch
invited Herr Hansen 1o return to Leipeie, and the persons in question being hrought again under
his magnetiz influence, became afterwands suseepiible onee mora to the power of Dr. Thisrson,
Besides the above, Professor Zollner, the eminent physicist, Professor Weiggert, Professwor
Gebhnrdr, Dr, Hormann, and many other men of like character and standing, who can neither
deceive nor easily be deceived, have wilnessed the experiments of Herr Hausen and vouch for
theirwm«ahﬂ;fui IL o dd that Herr Carl Ha i liyk ple of standi

It may boas well to ndd t err On ngan is ¥ known to m e of standin
in England, and omong others to the writer of mmn 0l A man."i:; Fg)-:od repute, h!gE
charsoter, aud sound jodgement.

One brond fact I beg my readers to bear in mind, for it speaks volumes, It is this: for
upwards of two m{mm day by Jay and weck afrer weok, these experiments in bio-magnetism
have been carried on in eity after eity throughout Germany with unbroken suecoss, in the face
of day, and before a eritical puplic. and in the presence of an enlightened Press. To the best of
my belief those experiments are still being carried on in Germany. At the close of last year
Horr Hansen was performing his riments and accumulating fresh evidence at Pisen;
o letter which 1 sent las: Christmas to that address was, however, returned to me three or foue
months later; but this cironmestanes, I fancy, only shows that he had beyond the limited
range Allowed in pursrit by 1he sleepy German Post-Office to letters and newspapers.

Another elnss of spontanecus evidencee, if it may be so termed, egpecinlly recommends ftell Lo
the publie mind. The editor, for instance, of one of the leading papers of Dresden had publizly
denounced Her Hansen's extroordinary cxperiments as resting upon deceit and vollusion: the
doughty magneti=er resolved at once to beard the lion in his den.” Walking nnexpectedly into
the newspaper office, bhe offered to put the genuinencss cf Lis powor 1o & practienl tear, and
almost in the twinkling of an eye, editor, writers, and compositers, and even a sty postmsan,
were thrown into the magneiie trance, and foreed to do Herr Hansen's bididing,  The next day
the editor of the Dresden Nuehrehten publicly declared his belief in the genoineness of the
experiments performed on lis own pﬂoiiﬂ- ailbding »that the visic of Profes-or Hausen to the
newspaper office was one of the most intercsting and most eonvineing which we ever had the
pleasure of receiving."” .

Amnother piece of evidence of a like character, but still more complete and conclasive, was
giveu at Leipsic, where Herr Hansen's experiments in bio-magnetism excited a fiercy amd
vehement controversy, The editor of the Lajpziger Nachriohten, with aij ndicial impartiality move
churneteristic of Englieh than af German newspapers, made the following annonncement :—

# The remarkable experiments, which the magnetiser Hansen has lately performed here, have
ligen rded by many of those who witnessed them as the effects of o force of patare hitherto
but little understogd, which we call magnetism ; whilst, on the contrary, many others looked
uponi these performanges as thoe results of a seoret understanding Letwesn the magnetiser and
ihe magnetised.  In ovderio come to the botiom of this question, we deputed one of our sialf, Here
V. Muller, to allow him-elf 10 be magnetised, and o give o faithful report of the pe-ule."

From tlis report, publizhed in the Lejpriger Nackrickien, it appenrs Heer Volkmar Muoller was

“mmgmetieed on three differont cecasions, and in1he magnetic trance was compelled against his
will to open or close his oyes or hande, or to fellow the magneiiser up and dewn 1he reom.
Pressing hig hand on the = patients * forel ad, the magneisc dupriwf lim of the power of
gprecch and of memory, so that be coold veither vronoumee nor remember his own name.
Finally, his body was reduced to such o periect state of rigidity as, when placed with the head
on one chair and the feer on another, 10 bear on the belly the weighe of 1he netiser, * From

my borizomtal position,” snys the reporter, © I looked with tranquil mind on the singular |

gymuastic excrei-es performed ou my body by Herr Hansen,”

These cxperiments wore witnos-ed by -Profe-sor Zollner, Professor Fechner, Herr Oscar von
Hiffnn, Ur. Max Lange, among many other credibie compeicnt witnesses, Herr Volkoar
Muller Limsclf admits that he was originally among those who had the greatest doubts both as
io tho lhun-l{ and the practice of Herr Hansen, but is now convineed from nal experiencs
that the results of there experiments, bowever accounted for, are leyond doubt or question.

This judgen ent has snee been fully confirmed. and is now geneally aceepted in Germany.

Ome ecene which vecured at the university town of Gredfewald, liowever, T musL recount mong
fully. Twe ball where the cxperiment was to take place was crowded by studeuts and professois.
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The public fecling scems to have st strongly against Herr Hansen, for, in spite of the fvourable
reports which had appeared in the nowspapers of the naiglhunring aniversity town of Rostock,
he had no sooner made his appearanee than he was met with the most insulting shouts of derision.
In addressing the noisy assembly, Herr Hansen remarked that * for his experiments in so-called
animal magnetism he had a special predilection for university towns, becawss he had always
reckoued on o favourable reception from profes ors and stndents natorally interested in seientific
fuvestigation: but 1o judge from the reeeption given to me to-night,” he added sarcastically, 1
cannot bot conclode that the aniversity term is over, and that, therefore, very few university
men are here to-night.™

These words excited a tremendous outburst of indignation, but eventually among those who
presented themselves to be operated upon was the leader of the opposition party, the captain of
the Pomerania, as the leading society of the students is called. He was a tall and sturdy
fellow, and, as luek would bave it, he turned out, to the delight of the publie, to be highly
ausceptible to magnetic influence, and by a few paszes of the magnetiser’s hands was thrown into
a trance. In punishment for his offence he was bidden by the magnetiser to kneel down aml
pray, together with one of his fellow-students, and afterwards to get np and danee the ﬂkﬁ-
‘Lhen they were given raw potatoes, which they ate with avidity, smacking their lips on being
fold that they were delicions peaches. The magnetiser then told this strapping young student
that he was a wmrse, and placing n pillow folded in o eloth in his arms the stodent, with an
expression of earnest care on his face, dandled the » baby ™ The success of the experiments had
a magical effect on the andience, who were as hearty in their applanse as they had been violent
in their oppoesition.

A somewhat simflar resalt oconred, as Professor Zallner, in a recently published work relates,
at Stockholm, where, on & former occasion, Herr Hansen had noetised a number of studens;
but their comrades, becoming angry, attempied o rescoc, and stormed the stage with the
intention of inflicting personal violemce on the magnetiser. In order, however, to resist the
attack, he whispered to the magnetised students that the * arch-fend " was advancing againgt
them. A battle royal ensued, and the magnetised students, ot the bidding of the magnetiser,
drove off with biows their comrades who bad come to their rescoe.  This experiment clearly
ghows that the eator is able not only to control the will, bot to inspire with his own
ideas the mind of the person rated on. Had the student, under the impression that he was
attacked by the *arch-fignd,” ordered by the magnetiser to draw a revolver and shoot his
comrade, wonld he have obeved the order ¥

S0 supreme a control, exercised by one man over the will of another as wounld be implicd by
compulsory obadience to such a command, gives rise to considerntions so far veaching that I
thought it as well to put the question direst to the magnetizer himsalf, who was at the time
carrying on his experiments at Breslau; and in reply be wrote to me as follows :—

“lt iz ecertain that there is no Hmit to the control exercised over an individual whilst under
the influence of biv-magnetism, and he wonld of eourse carry into effect any behest from the
opeTator, _whether criminal or not, but evidently all moral responsibility wonld rest with the

rator,

npene question of moral as well as of legal responsibility incurred in the practice of bio-magnetism
raises fssuecs of such n charmcter as muost sooner or r attract general attention ; but befors:
briefly alluding to these considerations, 1 wish to give one or two illustrations of what the
Germans call » die Fernwirkung™ of the magnetie power, or the effects produced the
maguetiser on persons at a distance, These effects, on pavehological grounds, are of the highest
interest and importance, as showing that the active agent in producing the maguelic trance, anid
in controlling the mind and the setion of the patient, is the will of the magnetiser.

A remarkable instamce of this kind cecured at Beclin, in the house of o well-known jeweller,
whom Herr Hansen had frequently magnetised, and in whom be notieed a peculiar susceptibility
to magnetic influence. Dining on one occasion with the jeweller, his family, and two other
persons, in the parlour behind the shop, the magnetiser was asked, during the temporary absence
of the jeweller to attend to a eustomer, whether his powser could be exercised over persons at a
distance or in another room. His reply was, that soch cases, though not frequent, had
undoubtedly ocoured in his practice. He offeced to put his power to the proof, and requested
the company to nams some action which, by the exercise of his will, he should compel the absent
juweller to pecform. One of those presest proposed that the jeweller should be made to bring
thres of the most valuable of the dinmonds from the shop, and on his recaen plase them in the
magnetiser's hands. Herr Haugen then concentrated his will to effect the proposed purpose,
and laid his open hnnd on the tmble. o seoner had the scranger left the shop than the jeweller
was heard to open and shat a glass case, and o appronch winh uneerfain steps o the door, which
b opened, and, to the astonishment of a:l present, went straight up to the magmeti-er and laid
in his opan hand thiee diamond rings. The jeweller did all twis in a state of unconscivusness
similar o that of those who, as [ have related above, under maznetic influence, ate raw potatoss
under the impression thac thoy were hes, Ooly when restore | to hiz normal condition by
the act of the magnetiser did the jeweller become conscions of that he had done.  Unconscions
of his act, he was, of course, unable to account for the motives which prompted it. In ihe

. magnetic uance in which he was thrown some motives aust have presonte | themsslves to the
will suggesting the act. Were the motives supplied by the magnetiser in the neighbouring
room, were ideas of generosity excited in the mind of one man by the will and imagination of
aunebher, 88 the mind of the studeot at Stockbolm was inspired with the apprehension that his
comrade was the * arch-fiend ¥

If the will of the operator be the active agent in producing the magnetic tranoe, it seems to me
obvious that distance cannot materially weaken its effvct.  Indeed, it is oo recoed that Herr

Hansen, on one occasion, operating at Berlin, threw a gentleman at Leipsie into & trange: but
it appears that this effect can ouly be prodeced on persons who, on provious oceasiong, have been
uglt under the maguetiser'’s influsnce by personal contact, It is alwo to be noteld that not

ey one is susceptinle to magnetic il:ﬂumuﬂ; mndeed, out of every thirty persons who present
sclves at o public meeting to be magnetized it is estimated that, onan average, not wore
ten o Lwelve could be readily and successfully operated upon. In some cases the consent
off the person to bha mesmerised is not necessary, since there are persons so suscoptible as to be

n into o maguatic trance by the mere act of the magoeisers will. The bic-magnetie

uence gained over any person in the ficst instaues can ot any time, within four weeks, be

k ined in an instant, and for the most part so rapidly that the patient has no time to preveot it

et fligghit. ! ’

H- | 5 Hir Hamen does not profess or pretend to know the naece of the power wiich ho is enatled







