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Treatise on Cancer and its Treat-

ment. By J. WELDON FELL, M. D., of the
University of New York., 70, Warwick Square. S.W,
This work embraces an account of the remedies, external
and internal, employed by the Author, the mode of their pre-
paration and application,
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PREFACE.

S0 many persons having sent to me for copies of the
“ Report of the Surgical Staff of the Middlesex Hospital”’—
and a number of Patients having applied to me in a suffer-
ing condition, after having undergoue treatment by their
Surgeons with a view to the removal of their diseases by
my plan of treatment and, failing in the attempt, thereby
bringing diseredit upon it—I am induced to publish a
few extracts from the journals of this and my own country,
together with such extracts from the “ Report” as will be
interesting to the public, (the remaining part of the 117
pages containing only such matter as will be interesting to
the profession).

The cause of the failure of so many Surgeons is no
doubt explained by a clause in the Report, viz. .—

“ As much of the success of this treatment depends upon
the mode of practising it d&e, and as I do not think I
should be held responsible for the “ mode of practising ¢’
pursued by others, I have considered the statements con-
tained in the ﬁ}]luwmg pages but just to myself and “the
treatment.”

Another matter has been misrepresented by nearly every
journal that has mentioned my connection with the
Hospital, v¢z., that I made the first overtures and sought
the connection.—The fact is, I knew nothing of the
Hospital, or of any one connected with it, until T received

the following communication from the Board of Governors.
B
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Mippresex HospiTAL,
July 17th, 1856.

-

Str,—I am directed to inform you that the Board of
this Hospital has been apprised, by one of its Governors, of your
remedy for Cancerous tumours, and the Board is anxious to
learn if it will be agreeable to you to apply your remedy to some
patients in this Hospital; and, in the event of your doing so,
and the remedy proving to act satisfactorily, you would.subse-
quently supply it to the Hospital, to be used under the direc-

tion of the Surgeons of the Hospital.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

Dr. FrLL ALEX. SHEDDON,

Secretary.

With these explanatory remarks, I submit the following

extracts.

J. WELDON FELL, M.D.

70, WARWICK SQUARE,
Belgravia, 8. W.



EXTRACTS"FROM THE
REPORT
oy .

The Surgical Staff of the Vv esex FHospital,

UPON THE
TREATMENT OF CANCEROUS DISEASES IN THE HOSPITAL

ON THE PLAK INTEODUCED BY

Dr. FELL.

Al EREERIETEETERRATE TR

T'o the Chairman and Members of the Weekly Board.

“ ENTLEMEN,—The time has now arrived when, in accordance
- with the promise originally made by us, it becomes our duty to
report to you upon the results of the method of treatment
recently carried into execution by Dr. Fell and ourselves, in
the Cancer Wards of the Hospital

“We think it well, first of all, to remind the Governors
generally, that the existence of a special endowment for the
maintenance of patients afflieted with Cancer forms a feature
by which the Middlesex is distingmnished from all other general
hospitals. Patients with cancerous disease are indeed tem-
porarily received into other establishments; but there nowhere
else exists a fund applicable to the permanent support of that
unhappy class of sufferers.”

“The investigations on Cancer, which are the subject of the
present RErPorT commenced, it may be stated, in the fact; that
a considerable amount of interest has lately been exeited in this
metropolis, by certain methods of treating that disease known
to be pursued by Dr. Fell.

“ At a more recent period, when it was ascertained that the
mode of treating Cancer adopted by Dr. Fell, of New York,

* The italicising is mine,
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had been approved by several medical men in London, the
weekly Board of the hospital, ever alive to the importance
of doing all in its power to advance the treatment of this
intractable complaint, entered into communieation with Dr. Fell,
with the uhwct of ma,kmg his plan available for the patients
in the Cancer wards. At the time referred to, these commu-
nications led to no result. DBut at a subsequent period,
Dr. Fell came forward himself, and proposed to disclose his
remedies under certain conditions; a copy of which is here
subjoined :(—

. 1. That twenty-five cases shall be selected by the surgeons
and myself gf air cases), and placed in my entire care in one of
the wards of the hospital, until the disease is entirely removed
and a healthy sore produced.

“2. The time to be occupied in the treatment of the said
cases not to extend over a period of more than eight months,
without the consent of both parties.

“3. That no person or persons shall see the cases while
under freatment, except the Surgeons and Physicians of the
hospital, without my consent, and that no student, nurse, or
other person shall be allowed to remove or interfere with my
dressing,.

“4, That the diseased masses when removed shall be pre-
served and kept in the museum of the hospital for at least
one year.

“5. That in the event of these conditions being satisfactory
to the medical board and the governors, I will communicate to
the Surgeons of the hospital the remedies and plan of treatment
pursued by me, upon their pledging themselves not to reveal
or use the same without my consent until a period of six
months ghall have expired, when they shall have full power
to do so. As I am about to publish a work upon the disease
and its treatment, the above is simply to reserve to myself
the power of throwing the treatment open to the profession.

‘(. That upon the conclusion of the treatment of the cases
placed under my care in the hospital to the satisfaction of the
surgeons, I shall receive an acknowledgment to that effect from
your honourable board of governors.”

“ It will be observed, that these conditions inelude the funda-
mental principles upon which alone any method of treatment
is permitted a trial in the Middlesex Hospital, viz., the satis-
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fying of the Medical Staff that the remedies can be used with
safety ; and, secondly, the unreserved publication of them, so
soon as they can be reasonably and fairly tried.

“The surgeons of the hospital had considered it their duty to
ispect, in common with numerous other medical men, cases of
cancerous disease which had been treated by Dr. Fell : and they
witnessed effects of a kind hitherto unknown to them. They were,
therefore, quite ready to accept the terms upon which alone
that gentleman was willing to make his secret available. to
the patients in the hoapltal, and subsequently to the public
generally.

“ Dr. FELL commenced treating patients in the hospital on the
22nd of January last. After the lapse of a few weeks, he
requested the Surgical Staff to make a report, as far as they
then could, upon the merits {hf the treatment pursued by him,
with the object of inserting it in a book which he was about to
publish on the subject of Cancer. We subjoin a copy of our
conclusions, as expressed in that report. Owing to the short
time which had elapsed since the treatment had been in opera-
tion, they were necessarily of an incomplete character: but we
see .no reason to alier them in any way.

“I. Dr. Fell's mode of tmatment is in entire accordance

“with ‘known principles of surgery,’ is ingenious, safe, and easy
“of application by well-instructed surgeons.

“II. It may be employed in all cases in which surgeons use
“the ‘knife,” and in many others in which no prudent person

“would recommend a cutting operation.

«III, Dr. FeLy confines himself to the enucleation of the
“tumours merely; and, in the case of the breast, does not
“remove the entire gland, as is commonly considered necessary
“in the excision of mammary cancers in this country.

“1V, It is a great advantage attending this mode of treat- '
“ment, that the patients are not confined to bed or to the
s hﬂuse but that, on the contrary, they are able to obtain the
“benefit of exercise in the open air. In some instances their
“health has manifestly improved during the treatment.

“V. The patients being exempt from the immediate hazards
“of a cutting operation, such as exhaustion and hemorrhage,
“and being able to pursue the treatment without confinement to
“bed, thuy appear little prone to such mnstltutmnal aftections

“as erysipelas and py®mia.
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“ VI. The enucleation of the diseased mass is succeeded by
“a healthy granulating and cicatricing surface. From the in-
“gspection of Dr. FELL'S private cases of longer duration than
“those in the hospital, the undersigned have had opportunities
“of observing that healthy cicatrices are eventually formed.

“VII. All the patients have suffered pain during the treat-
“ment; some have spoken lightly of their sensations, others
“have complained much. No one, however, has sustained that
“acuteness and severity of pain which characterises the action
“ of caustics, as ordinarily employed; and it has been observed
“that the pain which has been felt has usually been referred,
“not to the fumour itself, but to parts at some distance from if,
“as in the case of the mamma, to the shoulder and arm.

“VIII. Although the treatment is less expeditious than
“that usually resorted to, yet, taking account of the average
“time that elapses before a patient has completely recovered
“from a cutting operation, it is probable that the difference
“between the two modes of treatment, in point of expedition, is
“by no means great.

- “IX. The undersigned have not as yet had time to ascertain
“ the average duration of the benefit conferred by the treatment,
“nor bave they any means of knowing whether, in the event of
“a return of the disease, there be any difference observable from
“what is known to take place after excision.”

Dr. Fell’s Treatment.

““ The treatment of Cancer, on the plan made known to us by
Dr. Fell, has been employed in about sixty cases, during the
past six months. The patients were seen and dressed every
day, Sunday usually excepted, and records were made as to the
nature, treatment, progress, and hitherto observed results of
the majority of the cases. These records form the basis of the
present Report.

“Very early in the course of our observations, we were satisfied
not only that this method of treatment was an vmprovement upon
those previously known, but that it might prove a boon to many
persons hopelessly suffering from advanced Cancer. Accordingly,
the prineiple upon which patients were selected for treatment
was soon altered. Those first chosen were, for the most part,
such as might have been subjected to a cutting operation; and
it was our object, as well as that of Dr. Fell, to compare the
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tesults of the two modes of treatment in cases adapted fox
either. But when cases unsuited for the knife presented them-
selves, in which there appeared a reasonable prospect of con-
ferring real, though 1t were only temporary, benefit by the
treatment, it was adopted in them also. Dr. Fell made no
reserve for the sake of his reputation, if any amount of good could
be done; and, accordingly, cases will be found detailed, which

would never have been selected, if regard had been had only
to the appearance-they would make in a judicial Report. We
have hence obtained the advantage of being able to present a
much more full account of both the successes and the failures
of the treatment than could at first have been hoped, Still we
regret to add that but too many patients offered themselves,
in whom the disease had reached a stage beyond help from this,
as from all other methods of treatment except such as would
merely palliate suffering,.

“The cases selected were limited to that c]ass of Cancer in
which there existed some form of external Tumour or Uleer.
No instances of the disease in any of the internal organs, were
subjected either to the topical or constitutional mode of treat-
ment. The chief situations of the disease, in the chosen cases,
were the Female Breast and the Skin. In.one or other of these
organs all the common forms of cancer presented themselves ;
and the action of the remedies uwpon them could be visibly
ascertained.

“As much of the success of this treaiment depends upon the
mode of practising it, we think it right to add a few observations
zgfn certain details, which may be of value to those who under-

e .

“ It was plain, from observing the incisions, that the shrink-
ing occurred in that part of the tumour which had been
destroyed by the paste. The effect of this shrinking upon the
remaining and more deeply-seated part of the dlaea,se, consti-
tutes one of the most valuable facts brought to light by this
treatment.

“For the deep prolongations of the disease are actually by
this process of slow shrinking and contraction of the more
superficial eschar, brought within reach of the treatment, when
at first they appeared hopelessly beyond it. This remarkable
eircumstance secured the entive removal of the tumour from the
cheek and orbit in the case of Jane K (Case 45). The
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same slow process is at this moment gradually bringing within
reach the deep attachments of a large tumour in the parotid
region, in a young woman, Mary N (Case 46) who was sent
to the hospital after an unsuccessful attempt had been made in
the country to remove the tumour by operation.

“The slight amount of constitutional sympathy called forth
by the formation of the slough, is a circumstance of much
practical importance in respect to the value of the treatment,

“There was, however, one peculiarity about the eschar pro-
duced by this paste with which we were not familiar in the soft
parts ; viz,, that it did not separate at the same level in all
structures.

“The management of the sore after the separation of 'the
eschar was very simple.

“Two cases of somewhat similar character, lately under our
care, illustrate well, by contrast, the advantage of the treatment,
and its fitness for such a stage of the disease. In each patient
a mammary and an axillary mass of cancer existed ; in each the
tumours were adherent, and separately ulcerated; the degree
of malignancy appeared as nearly as possible alike in the two
cases : emaciation had reached about an equal degree in both
patients: yet the comfort of the one was materially augmented
by the adoption of the treatment; in the other, who was not
subjected to it, the local suffering increased instead of being
relieved. The one patient lives, having, as we believe, had her
life prolonged by the treatment; the other has died.”

“ Comparison of this Mode of Treatment with that by the Knife.

The period of six months is far too short to enable us to
solve questions of great moment, in the comparison of these
two modes of treatment. Our observations, up to the present
time, direct us to the following conclusions :—

“We believe this system of combined causties and gradual
incisions to form at once so efficacious and so manageable a
method of treating ecancer, that there is no form or position
of an external tumour, which would render its extirpation im-
possible. The depth, the extent, the rate of advance, and the
direction of the treatment are all entirely within econtrol.
FPrudence alone limils the application of it. In saying this,
we are aware that we claim for the treatment a credit which
is not due to the knife, or indeed to any plan previously in use.
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For, although the knife has abundantly proved its value in
those cases, for which it is rightly adapted, yet it abandoned
many more io their natural and fatal issue. The adbesions, or
the extent of the disease rendered numerons cases unfit for
operation by the knife. This system of gradual incision, how-
ever, is suited to them all. It &s suited to all in which the knife
may be used, and to many more.

“ Compared with the knife, then (we postpone the comparison
with other modes of using caustics), the method we are con-
sidering claims a superiority, as regards the number of those
afflicted with external cancer, who may be relieved by surgical
treatment.,

“Now, as respects tlmse cases which are equally adapted
for either treatment,—should the newer mode supersede the
old ? .

“That the system of combined caustics and gradual incisions
should in all cases be preferred to extirpation by the knife, is
more than we need assert; since in fit cases the removal of
the tumour can be effected by either, The cases in which the
areatest difficulty in settling the question will be found, are
those in which the growth, having been very rapid, will pro-
bably continue to be so during the progress of the treatment.

“In such cases, the enucleation of the tumour by the new
method will, under the most favourable circumstances, be
unusually prntraetcflr Thes probability is, however, that a
recurrence of the disease will take place equally soon, which-
ever plan be selected.

“In other cases, in which the question of removal by the
knife would have been raised at all, the new method of treatment
huas seemed to us preferable.

“One advantage possessed by the gradual insertion of the
caustic by incisions over the operation is that, in the event of
a speedy recurrence of disease during the healing process, or
in the cicatrix, a repetition of the application of the caustie,
over and over again, may be made without risk, and without the
mental shock which attends the use of the knife a second or a
third time.”

Comparison of the Mode of inserting Caustic by Incisions, with
other Modes of applying Caustics.

“Tt cannot fail to strike those who uninterruptedly wateh
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cases subjected to the mode of applying caustics by incisions,
that, in several particulars, their progress and results are all
but identical with what is observed in the ordinary employment
of caustics. The morbid growth is in both converted into an
eschar. That eschar is thrown off by the action of the living
parts. The healthy structures appear little prone to resent the
caustic applications, however made; and inflammation, abscess,
erysipelas, and purulent infection are all but unknown con-
sequences of their use. For like reasons in both methods
there is no hemorrhage. The effect upon the loecal cancerous
disease, which follows the introduction of the paste by gradual
incisions, is in its very varieties premﬂel}f that attendlng the
ordinary use of caustics, There has been in some of our cases,
the same aggravation of disease, as followed the caustic treat-
ment of Dr. Llandolfi. There has been in others, the same
beneficial effect upon the secondary disease of glands, which
is often seen to follow the removal of a primary tumour by the
ordinary use of caustics.

“But there are these differences. The pain attending Dr.
Fell's plan is decidedly less. The proportion of the escharotie
in his paste is greater than that in other caustics composed of
the chloride of zine, e.g. in Dr, Canquoin’s preparation. The
chloride is mixed with a new ingredient. Lastly, the paste 18
introduced in a different manner.

“With respect to the comparfitive pain, we may at once
state that of the many cases which have been under our care
in the past six months, there has not been one in which any of
us would have resorted to the ordinary use of caustics for the
extirpation of the local disease,—so dreadful is the suffering
attending their use. By the invention of the method of intro-
ducing caustics by gradual incision, a very important advantage
is gained : it admits to the benefit of treatment an entirely new
class of those who suffer from cancer—a class hitherto almost
untversally abandoned, at least in England—we mean, patients
precluded, by the judgment of the surgeon, or it may be by
their own choice, from the use alike of the knife or of ordinary
caustics. In the cases mow reported on, the majority of the
patients were of that class, and in none was the value of the
treatment more conspicuous. The average of pain was in these
very patients the least. and nothing could be more striking
than the contrast between the distressed condition of such
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patients before they were treated, and their comparative ease
afterwards ; healing sores or temporary scars taking the place
of feetid, tender discharging, and constantly growing masses
of cancer. Ewvery such patienl restored to comfort, and with life
prolonged, is a wiiness fo the value of this treatment ; and we
cannot but esteem him happy, who could thus suggest and adapt
to practice a method by which life and ease are extended to
many persons previously without hope of either. That there
are still cases so virulent in their malignant character, or so far
advanced towards a fatal termination, as to be beyond all help,
does not detract from 1its merit. This plan of treatment is a
clear advance upon the past, and may not only be itself im-
proved, but may be the way to more extended blessings upon a
class of the community now signally distressed.

“ But the advantage placed in the hands of surgeons by the
invention of gradual ineisions, eclaims henceforth their very
frequent adoption in the treatment of cancerous tumours, as
well as a grateful acknowledgment of the ingenuity of their

invenfor. :
(Signed)

|
“ ALEXANDER SHAW, Cuaries H. Mooreg,
“CampBerLn, DE MorgAx, Mircuerr HEesry.

“ August, 1857.”

“ MippLesEX Hospirar, Sept. 22nd, 1857.

“S1r,—The period of eight months proposed by you for
attendance upon some of the patients in the Cancer wards of
the Hospital having now expired, the weekly Board of Governors
has much pleasure in presenting you with an acknowledgement
that you have fulfilled all the conditions under which you under-
took to give the patients the benefit of your services.

““The weekly Board being composed of gentlemen not con-
nected with the profession of medicine, therefore do not feel
competent from their own means of observation to pronounce
any opinion as to the value of the method of treatment peculiar
to you, on that point they refer to the judgment expressed
by the surgical staff in the elaborate Report which is now
being circulated amongst the Governors of the Hospital, and
the members of the profession. They rely with the utmost con-
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fidence on the terms of this Report, and they are glad to -
observe that your treatment is considered by those who have
so carefully watched it for the past eight months, as possessing
important advantages over methods previously in use, they are
to believe that it affords facilities for eradicating the local
cancerous disease I cases hitherto considered almost hopeless,
and they are themselves aware that many of the patients who
have been subjected to it have warmly expressed their gratitude
for the benefit conferred upon them. 'The weekly Board has
witnessed with great satisfaction:the regularity of your attend-
ance and your uniform kindness and consideration for the sick.

“T have the honour to he, Sir,

““ Your very obedient Servant,
“ MICHAEL SMITH, Chairman.

“Dr. J. WeLpon FerLr.”

The following extracts are from British and American journals,
and refer to the plan of treatment introduced into the
Middlesex Hospital, by Dr. Fell.

From the Lancer, January 81st, 1857, page 128.

“Wg understand that Dr. Fell, the American physician,
whose treatment of this disease has of late been so much spoken
of in London, has made an arrangement with the authorities of
the Middlesex Hospital, by which he has taken charge of a
certain number of cases in the Cancer wards of that establish-
ment, for the purpose of subjecting them to the action of his
remedies.

¢ Dr. Fell has communicated, in confidence, the particulars of
his treatment to the surgical staff, who will watch the cases, and
report upon the results.

“This experiment reflects great credit on the medical officers
of the Middlesex Hospital.”

From the DuvBriyn QUARTERLY Jour~aAL oF MEDICINE,
August, 1857,

“TuaT the ‘sanguinaria’ is a medicine of considerable
therapeutic agency is undoubtedly the fact; but that it removes
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cancer, and eradicates the special diathesis which tauses the
deposit no prudent surgeon, according to the present evidence
wiEl either affirm or deny. Time alone can determine the value
of the remedy.”

“ He allowed, nay, invited members of the profession to visit
his consulting rooms, and observe the progress of his treatment,
a permission which it seems many availed themselves of.”

From the DuBriN MEDICcAL PrESS.—August 1857.

“Dr. FELL’S caustics are working a silent revolution in
all the hospitals.
“We acknowledge to have looked forward with much anxiety
to the publication of this work, and asked, is the author desirous
to promulgate his process for the sake of humanity.”

From the Britisa MEDICAL JOURNAL.—-June,

“Tr is but fair to Dr. Fell, to state, that he has kept the
engagement which he made with the surgeons of the Middlesex
Hospital to publish an account of his treatment within six
‘months. -

“ Now, if the surgical report be confirmed by a more extended
experience, it is certain that Dr. Fell has given to caustics
a position and a value in the treatment of cancer growths, which
they have never yet obtained in legitimate surgery.”

From the MEp1co-CHIRURGICAL REVIEW for January, 1858.

“Tagr report forms an era in the history of the surgical
treatment of cancer, and ought, therefore, to be in the hands of
every one whose studies or occupation force him to reflect on
this important subject. The cases which are given in sufficient
detail, fully bear out the general conclusions at which the authors
of the Report have arrived, while they enable the reader to follow
every link in the argument which they employ.

“The main point in the disquisition is the opinion expressed
by the surgeons of the Middlesex Hospital, upon the feature
which may be regarded as the characteristic novelty of Dr.
Fell's method. We use the term advisedly, for though here
and there a surgeon may have scored over as it were by chance
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a cancerous tumour to which caustic had been applied, no one
until now adopted the system of making regulat incisions with
the professed object of allowing the caustic to enter more com-

pletely into the morbid growth.”

“There lately has arrived in London one of these philan-
thropists from New York, a Dr. Fell, who cures cancer by
knifeless extraction. Every Tuesday he invites his medical
brethren to visit his surgery, No. 70, Warwick Square, Pimlico,
where they may freely inspect the different stages of the cure
in the patients who assemble there for examination, between
two and four o’clock. And certainly there never was seen a
more joyous set of sufferers, most of them residing for a time
under his own eye, in the pretty cheap lodgings with which
Cottage Road abounds. The doctor places them under no re-
strictions of diet or medicine ; they are allowed to walk or drive
according to their habits and strength, and are not prevented

2
by inconvenience from attending, if they desire it, Divine wor-

ship.. To say they do not suffer pain would be untrue; but the .

paroxysms in most cases are not greafer during the progress ot
the cure than before it commenced. They are all borne up by
hope, and released from the horror of the knife, which, even
with the blessing of chloroform or mesmerism, is a fearful
ordeal to undergo—and such operations are not always radical
cures. Dr. Fell asserts that, even if cancer appear again, the
same remedies can be used without injury to the constitution,
it having previously received no shock to the nervous system,
either by the anticipation of the usual operation, or the pain
trom the dressing of wounds caused by the knife.

¢ Physicians of the highest celebrity have visited this gentle-
man, and have honourably come forward with their testimony
of the extraordinary results from this treatment. Sometimes
the cancer comes out whole, like a huge corn; sometimes in
quarters, like the divisions of an orange. These are preserved
in glass-cases, for the inspection of any one who likes to visit
the doctor. He has already cured many persons of high dis-
tinction. To those of a lower degree he 1s not exorbitant in his
fees, and has undertaken cases which have been considered
hopeless by the faculty. It is to be hoped that before long the
walls of an hospital will be raised, over which Dr. Fell will
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reside, and where his powers of curing this malignant disease will
e fully established !—Ladies’ Companion for November, 1856.
¢ A lady of this island recently placed herself under the care

of Dr. Fell, for cancer, and has returned perfectly cured.—Eb.
Guernsey Star,—Nov. 22, 1856.”

“Whatever may be the opinion of the medical profession,
after a larger experience of the success of the practice, there
can be but one feeling as to the honourable and liberal conduct
of the American physician, who, to his own personal loss, has
thus ]’}uh]ished his specific for the benefit of his fellow crea-
tures.”~—Leeds Intelligencer,—June 27, 1857

“Tae CaxcEr Warp At Mippresex Hosprran.—We are
anxious to direct public attention to a mode of treatment oi
cancer, recently adopted at Middlesex Hospital, the success ot
which appears to render it highly deserving of the attention of
the mec{ical profession and of the public at large. The results
of the treatment of Dr. Fell, founded upon an extensive experi-
ence in the United States, would lead to the opinion that cancer
may be effectually removed without recourse being had to pain-
ful surgical operations, and that the chances of the recurrence
of the disease may be most materially diminished.”—Observer.

“The authorities ot Middlesex Hospital have lately appealed
to the benevolence of the public to enable them to extend their
sphere of usefulness in the treatment of cancer, as a sudden
influx of such cases had rendered their accommodations en-
tirely inadequate to the demands made on them. On inquiring
into the cause of this large increase of patients in the cancer
wards, we were informed that it arose from their having been
placed under the direction of Dr. Fell, an American physician,
practising in London, who has been exciting the utmost interest
in the medical world by a new and very successtul mode ot
treating this terrible disease. Entirely repudiating all recourse
to the knife, this gentleman employs in his treatment only
" external applications, the nature of which, in order to avoid
~anything Eﬁe the imputation of quackery, he has divulged in
confidence to the surgeons of the hospital. The effects of these
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applications, which in many instances cause no pain, are to
destroy the vitality of the diseased mass, to cause a gradual
separation from the surrounding heaﬁlth&.v tissue, and finally its
spontaneous disengagement. The conduct of the governors
and surgeons of Middlesex Hospital is deserving of the highest
praise, for these gentlemen, having satisfied themselves by
observation of cases in Dr. Fell's private practice, that his mode
of treatment realised all that was claimeg) for it, at once applied
to him to take charge of the cancer wards of their institu-
tion. Under these circumstances, we feel assured that the
appeal made to the benevolent for assistance by the governors

ot the hospital will not be made in vain.”"—Morning Chronicle,
March 26th, 1857.

“During the sixty-six years that have elapsed since the
foundation of the ward, numerous applications have been
rejected, and many experiments have been tried. The most
important of these appears to have been the plan of Dr. Fell,
an American physician, which was commenced in January last;
for although not applicable to many cases of the disease, and
not producing any constitutional effects, which is the great
desideratum, it has various advantages. It causes little con-
stitutional disturbance; though not painless, it is much less
painful than any other treatment; it removes the offensive
odour and other, unpleasant concomitants of the disease, which
at all events depress and harass the patient; there is not neces-
sarily confinement to the bed or even the house, so that the
general health is little affected for the worse; it can be em-
ployed in all cases where the knife is used, and in many others
in which no prudent person would recommend a cutting
operation.”—~Spectator, Nov. 7, 1857.

ImporraANT SURGICAL INvEsTIGATION. — ¢ For some
months back considerable interest has been excited, not only
among members of the medical profession, but the public
~generally, from the fact that an American physician, Dr. Fell,
has been successfully engaged in the metropolis in the treatment
of cancer. We are now given to understand that Dr. Fell has
made an arrangement with the anthorities of Middlesex Hos-
pital, by which he has taken charge of a certain number of
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patients in the cancer ward of the hospital. Dr. Fell has
communicated in confidence the particulars of his plan of treat-
ment to the surgical staff, who will watch the cases and report
upon the results, Dr, Fell has a work in pr eparation, in which

he will disclose his system to the profession.”—Observer, January
25th, 1857.

Tue Cancer WArD or MippLEsEX HospiTaL.—* One of
the most painfully interesting: sights which the metropolis atfords
is the Cancer Ward of the Middlesex Hospital, and the special
object of a visit paid by invitation a few days since was to
inspect, in company with a large number of members of the
medical profession, the course of treatment at present adopted
in that establishment by Dr. Fell, of the United States. DBefore
attempting to describe what we 'there witnessed, we will states
in as intelligible terms as we can command, the nature of this
terrible form of disease, its supposed origin, "and the difficulties
and uncertainty connected with its treatment. Cancer is a disease
which most commonly originates in those glands of the body,
the functions of which have been interrupted by any accidental
cause, or which, from various causes, may have ceased to
pErform the offices intended for them. It not unfrequently
affects parts which have been previously diseased, and it may be

roduced by a blow or external injury. The parts of the human

ody more flequenﬂy affected are the mammsee, or breasts; and
in too many cases, it is to be feared, among the lower class&s
females who suffer from this cruel disease may trace its miﬂ'in
to the blows of cowardly rufhians who disgrace the name “of
husband, and deserve not that of men. We believe there are

several cases now under the treatment of Dr. Fell, where the
- cancer is undoubtedly owing to this cause; and we would
recommend those humane-minded ]e;:.;'isla,turs who protest against
corporal punishment for ¢wife beaters,” to visit this ward at
Middlesex Hospital, and judge for themselves what amount of
indignity would be t00 great for the ruffians who had caused so
much suffering and misery. But cancer at times visits other
glandular parts of the body; sometimes it selects the skin of
the face, the lips, and mouth, the throat, or the stomach, and
certain portions of the intestinal canal; it fastens itself on the
lungs, and sometimes on the liver, it festers in the medulla

C






















































