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““ A Spirit hath not Flefh and Bones.” Luke xxiv. 39.
And when he died, he faid,

“ Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit.”
Luke xxui. 46.

Many other paffages in the ineftimable Inftruétion
which our Saviour left us, inconteftibly prove, that the
Body is unprofitable and valuelefs; that its aétions are
not its own; that the Spirit, which holds dominion
over the nerves, is the invifible Power which guides
the motion of the limbs, and of the tongue that utters
the words. The decifions, the adoptions, and the com-
mands of the Spirit are Man’s Volition; by which he
walks, runs, becomes recumbent or ereét; and in fhort,
without which the Body mufl remain filent and paflive.

Thus, though there appears to be two powers in Man,
the one a Mental influence, and the other Corporeal
attivity, yet the latter is not only perfeélly dependent
on the former, but is incapable of ating by itfelf or
without 1ts Volition.

Every word, every action muft undergo a certain men-
tal procefs before it can be configned to the form for
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execution. This procels will appear to be comprifed in
three divifions.

A Thought, or Influence, muft firlt be conveyed to
the Spirit, or Mind, by fome vifible or invifible agent.
This the Spirit is perfettly free to adopt or rejeét.

Having arrived at this fecond ftage, volition arifes;
that is, the Spirit commands fome part of its body to
execute its will, and for that purpofe tranfmits its decree
by the nerves or conduétors of its Volition, to that part
of the form, whofe department it is to aft, according to
the nature of the objett.

Hence it appears, that previous to corporeal exertion,
a thought mull be received, attended to, and adopted ;
an intention muft be formed, and the fpiritual Volition
muft command corporeal execution.

It is evident, that the body is unconcerned with the
whole procefs, until it is commanded by the Spirit to
act.

The firft part, or that of receiving a fuggeftion, is
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confonant with the intent of man’s creation, and is de-
figned for the Spirit’s information, and is fubfervient to
the bufinefs of the Spirit. The fecond, or the invefti-
gation of the impulfe, is dependent on Volition. The
encouragement of the thought is alfo dependent on
Volition ; and the orders for its execution, are moft
fully the att of {piritual Volition.

This elucidates the procefs which each thought or
fuggeftion undergoes in the Spirit or Mind, previous
to execution, and fully accords with the words of our
Saviour, that “ from within proceeds every kind of fin
and wickednefs :” Mark vii. 20 to 23. and again, that
“ by thy words thou fhalt be juftified, and by thy words
thou fhalt be condemned.” Matt. xii. 37. So that the
Spirit is anfwerable for every adopted thought, uttered
word, and aél committed by the Body, as none of them
could be received or executed without the exprels
Volition or command of the Spirit, and without which
Volition, the Body is completely a cypher.

The neceflity for an exertion of the will is obvious,
but the mind is not accuftomed to inveftigate the means
by which it is performed, nor to feek for the privilege
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of improving Volition beyond the barely common
neceflary avocations of life.

The execution of any fubjeét depends phyfically on
the length of time neceffary for its performance, and on
the undifturbed continuance of the aft of Volition,
during that time. The leaft interruption, or the change
of the will to any other fubjefl before the firft inten-
tion is accomplifthed, totally deftroys the influence,
leaves the aft incomplete, and often renders fuccefs
more difficult, from the eflablifhed law of habit and
cuftom, or the tenacious propenfity in every form to
retain that ftate to which it has arrived.

This axiom is unalterable: that to produce falutary
effets in our fcience, the Suggeftion muft be pure and
moral ; Attention muft be fteadily fixed on the fubjeét;
Intention muft be fingle, fteady, and unwavering ; and
Volition muft be vigoroufly exerted, continuing unva-

ried and unrelaxed, until the purpofe is accomplifhed,
or totally relinquifhed.

It will appear upon the whole, that a power of
Volition may, if properly fought after, be called forth
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in Man, in a far more exalted degree than that which
we exert for our general avocations. A power which is
fubordinate to a far Superior One, by whom it is por-
tioned out to individuals, according to the purpofes for
which they exert it, and is, in part, or totally recalled
when abufed or negleéted.

If what we undertake is truly moral, and confonant
with His Will, the Great Fountain, from whence we
derive our exiftence, our volition, and our power of
exertion; favours the procefs, and fuccels follows the
undifturbed attention.

But it muft be remembered, that if confcious retitude
does not form the bafis of our plan, experience will
foon convince us that we ereét an edifice on a fandy
foundation.

We have frequently inftances of effeéts being pro-
duced by perfons totally ignorant of our fcience.

Supported for a time by any erroneous theory, certain
exertions are called forth, which irritate the nerves of
the objedt, againft whom they are direéted : but fuch

VOL. I. L
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triflers are foon overturned, and want of fuccefs con-
vinces them that by unfteady and improper dependance,
added to want of real knowledge, they are permitted
to execute juft enough to prove that a ftronger fupport
is within their reach, by which their effefts will be
as great as their dependance and retitude.

Here we find the infignificant power of Sympathetic
Powders and Oyntments, fo voluminoufly extolled by
Paracelfus and Digby; the ridiculous Magnetic Poles of
Fludd, Gaffarell, and Mefiner; the noftrum-monger’s
fealed letter for the tooth-ache; the candle-fnuff bolus
for the ague; the fweaty-hand of a dying malefaftor for
wens ; living {piders for jaundice; the univerfal abra-
cadabra and triangle: in fhort, the entire lift of un-
meaning, but infallible fecrets, which have from gene-
ration to generation been preferved in families, and
imparted, under the firifteft tie of fecrecy, to favourites
only, as dying-gifts of ineftimable value. All thefe
well-meaning good people have been bufily employed
in exerting the fame means unknown to each other, or
even to themfelves.

But we fhall find that by relying on the Giver of all
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power and knowledge he will enable us to exert a
Volition derived from himfelf. That he gives that
Power for good purpofes only, and that it cannot be
called forth for bad ones; that flight effeéls may oc-
cafionally be permitted, to prove the exiftence of that
Power: but that improper ones will terminate in elevat-
ing the imprudent only to render their fall the more
confpicuous and the more exemplary.

Permit me to intreat you timely to refleét on the
very, very momentous Charge you are now undertak-
ing : remember the parable of the Talents, and the fate
of the indolent Servant; remember, that from him to
whom much is confided, much will be required. That
by the myfteries into which you are now initiating, and
which are totally unknown to the world, (yourfelves,
and your inflruted brethren excepted) the health, the
lives, and the morals of perhaps thoufands of your
fellow-creatures will be intrufted to your care; confe-
quently, and moft affuredly, you will become account-
able to the Author of thofe myfteries for the ufe you
make of them.












EE CT U RE, - A1l

I HAVE endeavoured to introduce to your acquain-
tance the neceffary Means, or Tools, with which you
are to work; and now come to an explanation of the

method of employing them.

I obferved, that every vegetating Form is furrounded
by an elaftic atmofphere, produced from its own circu-
lating fluids; and that the Human Body, which is a
compound of feveral internal parts, fends out through
its innumerable pores, the particles which conftitute the
atmofphere of each part, to’ compole the elaftic atmol-

phere of its form.

This curious fhield of atoms, which takes its fhape
from the form it furrounds, continues to encircle the
body at a limited diftance, until fpiritual influence dif-
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turbs its law, or until a total ceflation of animal exif-
tence deftroys its texture.

By judicious exertion, this atmofpherical part of the
human body may be attrafted from, or diftended to, any
unlimited diftance; and may be employed to pene-
trate any other form in nature, fo that it is capable of
contration, of diftention, and of direttion.

I obferved, that all vegetating forms continually re-
ceive from the eftablifhed law of compofition, atoms for
the nutrition of their {olids; and that thofe folids, in
obedience to the law of decompofition, rejeét their re-

dundant particles, to blend them with the general atmof-
phere of the Earth.

Thofe rejeéted Atoms from the fluid, and Emana-
tions from the {olid, parts of bodies, will demand
our f{triételt intimacy; rightly underftood, they will
prove to be the only and the unerring criterion
by which the obitruétions and difeafes of each part
can be afcertained; and judicioufly employed, they

become material jnftruments for the removal of every
difeale.

BT |
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Thole Emanations are, as the fluid Atoms, fubjeét to
the influence of Volition, and may be forced out of
their natural courfe, or attrafted into the Pores of the
operator.

It muft be underftood in the moft extenfive light, that
the Human Body, which, in many refpeéls, refembles
a {ponge, is adapted to receive fuch Emanations and
Atmofpheres as a well-inftruéted praétitioner may pro-
pel into any part of it, and to afford them a free paflage
wherever he cautioufly and prudently direéts them.

I have endeavoured, by borrowed examples from the
familiar effetts of Light and Sound, to prove the ex-
iftence of innumerable conduftors in the {trata of the
Earth and of its Atmofphere, by which all fimilar parts
in nature are attached to each other; and have endea-
voured to fhew, that thofe connefting Bonds of the
univerfe, combine with, and are regular continuations
of, thofe fimilar conduétors, diftinguithed in animate
Forms under the title of Nerves.

This un-numbered croud of univerfal Nerves, is
equally fubjeft to the judicioufly-exerted influence of
VaL. I, M
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Man's fpiritual Volition; and whether we confider
them atmofpherically, or in their employment in ani-
mals, they will be univerfally found fubjeét to fpiritual
control.

If we attion, that is, if we {trike, any one or more of
thefe conduétors with the atoms which are continually
deriving from our body, we affeét or influence them;
that affettion 1s conveyed on to fuch parts of the body
as thofe conduétors are attached to ; and the nature and
degree of the impulfe will be according to the nature of
the Intention and the energy of the Volition.

As every part of the body, as well as of nature in
general, is compofed of particles ; and as thofe particles
are materially altered in their qualities by fuch inci-
dental obftructions or difeafes as may arife amongft
them; it is obvious, that the rejetted atoms muft refem-
ble, in their healthy or difeafed qualities, fuch parts as
they proceed from. Thence, healthy parts invariably
fend forth healthy particles, and difeafed parts fend off
difealed atoms.

As all Emanations muft pafs through that atmofphere
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which furrounds the form, before they can purfue their
courfe into the general one of the Earth; it is evident,
that if two porous bodies are placed within each other’s
atmofphere, the emanations and atmofpherical atoms of
each muft be blended and be reciprocally received into
each other’s pores.

This enables us to conceive, why thofe who are fear-
ful of infeétion fo commonly receive it: Apprehenfion
fixes their attention on the particles which proceed
from the difeafed perfon, and by that means they attract
them into their own bodies.

Though the particles which proceed from difeafed
fubjeéts are too minute to be difcoverable by the naked
eye, yet they foon become {enfible to thofe who receive
and are difpofed to keep them.

Thus we perceive difeafes are communicated through
the pores of the body, without being conveyed in the
form of vapour into the ftomach or lungs, as was fuppofed.
The porofity of all forms being adapted to receive
them as freely as quickfilver paffes through a ftrainer.
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This difcovery, rightly attended to, will prove of infi-
nite confequence to mankind in general; parents will
cautioufly enquire into the health of fuch nurfes as they
confide their infants to, when they refleét; that in that
tender age they imbibe many difeafes which they are
unable to make known but by their cries, and of which
they probably communicate the direful influence to fu-
turity, taking the remains with themfelves to the grave.

Convinced of this faét, it would be difficult to per-
fuade a lying-in woman, or a man feverely ill, to accept
of the attendance of a nurfe whofe lungs were difeafed,
or limbs contratled by rheumatifm, if they were not
well infiruéted in the means of rejeéling fuch poifonous
particles as fhe may unconfcioufly affeét them with.

Thofe cautions may perhaps appear, at firft fight, dif-
couraging to the offices of humanity fo effential to the .
difeafed, and fo flattering to the fympathifing heart,
But the apprehenfion inftantly vanifhes, on refleting
that we poflefs, by this invaluable fcience, the means of
alleviating the fufferings of our fellow-creatures, and of

repelling from ourfelves the arrows which we pluck
from the wounds of others.
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By the doétrine of Pores and Emanations, we con-
ceive why particles of foul water evaporating from
newly wafhed apartments, from damp furniture, from
marfhes and ftagnant waters, from decaying animals and
vegetables, from frefh painted rooms, and from a
variety of fuch caufes, produce difeafes, to whofe fymp-
toms pompous titles and terrific defcriptions are fci-
entifically given. Refcued from the errors of phyfic,
we merely conduét the noxious atoms out of the body
through the neareft outlet, and the patient is cured.

We are now prepared to confider the method of
feeking for, and of removing difeafes; but as the ex-
ecution of this curious procels in a great meafure
depends on clearly recollefting the Natural Hiftory of
the Earth, and of its animal Produtions; 1 once more
beg leave to recal it to your attention.



86

RECAPITULATION.

ON looking back at the piture, a Globe appears
changing its Solid State into that of Aétion, re-Aétion,
Heat, and Circulation.

This is rapidly fucceeded by a prodigious number of
Atoms, attrating each other into circular currents, and
branching out quite round and through the entire
Globe in every direétion.

Scarcely has the eye indulged in this curious procefs,
before it difcovers numberlefs Atoms getting together
into fmall heaps, and moulding themfelves into Forms
of various fhapes and fizes, all which are penetrated by,
or ftrung as it were on, the circular currents.

Attentively conlidering thofe warty appearances, we
{foon perceive them furrounded by what was, before, an
invifible part of themfelves, colletted from their Form
and fhaped like their figure. From this vapour of
Atoms we again perceive particles detaching and conti-
nually flying upwards into the general fpace.
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This furrounding fhadow, as well as the particles
which are detached from it, appear at firlt fight to be
perfettly fimple, and compofed of Atoms of one kind
only; but on a clofer inveftigation, it changes its
alpet, and fhews Atoms of various kinds and of different
colours.

The eye of critical obfervance becomes too ftrongly
attached to this new phenomenon to pafs it haftily over,
and new lights fhine forth to gratify the purfuit.

Clouds of fluid Atoms, varying in their colour, fhape,
and fize, according to the f{tate of their refpeétive
fources, rufh forth from each internal part, and confpire
to render the furrounding fhade as heterogenial in its
appearance as it is in its quality.

Thefe are fucceeded by a fecond clafs of Atoms, as
little homogenial as the former: they fly off from each
uncirculating part of the form, and burfting through its
pores, penetrate the furrounding fhade, and lofe them-
felves in the general medium,

Scarcely has the complex pitture attained this {late
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EXAMINATION.

BY Examination is meant, the method of receiving
fuch Impreflions from one Form to another, as may
enable it with the greateft accuracy to determine the
fituation, nature, and extent of its Derangements.

To receive this information, recourfe muft be had to
the Atoms which proceed from the examined Form.

Thofe particles of Matter are fo immediately {ubjeét
to the influence of combined, fpiritual, Volition, that
the eftablifhed fyftem by which they are mixed with
the univerfal medium, gives way during our exertion,
and permits both Solids and Fluids to follow the
courfe which we prefcribe for them.

All atmofpherical and emanating Atoms preferve the
Type, or Nature, of the Parts from which they proceed,
as long as they continue unblended with the general
Atmolphere of the Earth; but from that time they be-
come altered in their qualities, according to the Impref-
fions they receive, and the Atoms with which they mix.
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But their Type continues unaltered whillt we exert
our influence over them; fo that whatever may be the
direftion or medium through which we propel them,
they remain unalterably the fame, and continue to be
paflive and unchanged either by diftance, direttion, or
contaét, until we withdraw that influence, and difcharge
them from our fervice.

It is neceffary to recolleft, that thofe Atoms were
portions of the very Parts from whence they were re-
jetted, and confequently, that they are exaéltly of the
fame nature of thofe Parts.

Now, as healthy and difeafed Atoms differ in their
fhape and colour, and differently influence the Nerves
with which they come in contact; the Impreflions
produced on fuch nerves as are permitted to receive
them, will vary according to the nature of their devia-
tion from health, or the degree of their difeafe.

The Atoms which conftitute the Atmofphere of the
Form, indicate the ftate of the Fluids; and
The Emanations declare that of the Solids.
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Thus, thofe f:manatiﬁg Particles are the immediate
inftruments for the conveyance of Impreflions, and may
be attrafted, repelled, or direfted, by the combined

Power of vigoroully and unremittingly exerted Atten-
tion, Intention, and Volition.

To judge of the ftate of the Part from whence thefe
Atoms proceed, they muft be attraéted to fome part of
the Examiner’s Body, and muft {trike his Nerves. Hence
the procels is called an Examination, and the effect
produced on the Examiner, we name, Receiving Im-
preflions, or Senfations from the Patient.

From inattention to the meaning of the expreflion,
the procefs has unfortunately been fometimes called,
“ Taking the Perfon’s Senfations ;” by which food has
been afforded for Ridicule: this could not have hap-
pened, had it been recolleéled, that we do not by our
Examination deprive the perfon of his Senfations, but

receive in our own perfons fuch Impreflions as his
difeafed particles communicate to us.

As the moft fteady and fixed Attention is neceflary to
attracl the Atoms, {o the leaft Inattention will not only
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difturb, but totally overturn the Examination, and the
Impreflions will be either totally loft, or received in fo
confufed a manner, as to render it impoflible to acquire
any juﬁ idea of what is fo very material. Thus, the
want of Attention will either produce falfe Impreflions,
lead the Examiner aﬂra.}', or totally pervert the in-
tended purpofe.

Every fubftance in Nature will afford fome Impre{lion
to that part of his Body which the experienced Exa-
miner oppofes to receive it : but the Hands, and efpeci-
ally the Fingers, are thofe which for greater conveni-
ence we generally prefer.

The roots of the Nails moft commonly announce the
firlt Impreflions, becaufe the cuticle is thinneft in that
part, and the pungent Emanations more readily arrive
at the delicate nerves. A Cut, or a Sore, for the fame
reafon, will fooneflt receive the Impreflion.

Thofe whofe nervous {yftems are delicate, or difeafed,
or who are, what medical language calls, Irritable, are
in general fooneft and moft affetted by fuch Emana-
tions.
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As the conftituent Atoms of each difeafed Part be-
come altered in their natures; and as difeafes change
according to their different ftages and to their produc-
tive caufes, fo the Atoms which derive from them in
their different ftages are diflimilar in their qualities, and
in the effeéts they produce on the Examiner.

By undifturbed Perfeverance, clofe Attention to the
received Impreflions, and by ferious refleftion and com-
parifon of thefe Impreflions with each other, we gradu-
ally acquire the method of judging of the nature of the
difeafe ; and by following the progrefs it has made in
the patient’s body, we are led on to its utmoft extent.

The Examination fhould be carefully made, not only
by attending to each particular part of the body, but by
dividing and fub-dividing every part, and then revert-
ing to the procefs obferved in its formation, and clearly
afcertaining the part in which the rudiments of obftruc-
tion firft took place. This requires great attention, but
is amply compenfated by an accurate knowledge of the
nature and exact feat of the difeafe.

The inexpert are apt through impatience to defpair of
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ever being able accurately to receive Impreflions, too
haftily concluding they never fhall poflels what they can
not immediately command.

There appears a natural propenfity in human nature to
refift convi€tion, and that propenfity is exceedingly con-
{picuous in the prefent inftance, in which prejudice op-
pofes palpable evidence. Hence the firlt impreflions,
though pungenlty obvious to the initiated {ceptic, are
generally attributed to an unealy pofition of the hand and
arm, or to fome other foreign caufe.

The removal of this obftacle in great meafure
depends on the difpofition of the perfon concerned.
Thofe who cannot be prevailed on to reduce the The-
ory to Prafltice, and tenacioufly doubt the poflibility of
fucceeding, becaufe they can not feel Impreflions at
their firft effay, are very unlikely to arrive at any de-
gree of perfeétion in an employment, which depends
fo much on Humility, Perfeverance, and Refignation.

By frequent repetitions and fcrupulous exaflnefs in
attending to the firft Impreflions, they will be foon fol-
lowed by others, and each will grow into accuracy.
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If we examine a patient for a few fucceflive days,
without any curative intention, we fhall each time
receive fimilar impreffions without alteration. But from
the firlt curative Treatment they become changed, and
are never after the fame, even though we fhould defift
from every curative procefs, and abandon the difeafe to

itfelf.  This, if proofs were neceflary, is a ftrong one of
the efficacy of the Science.

No part perhaps of this aftonifhing Science creates
more jealoufy among ftudents than their fufceptibility
of fenfations. Some enjoy that privilege to a great
degree of accuracy, even at the firft eflay, whilft others
are in purfuit of them for months. This difference is
at firft conftitutional. But when the Science has pro-
duced a proper influence on the mind and morals, the
Impreffions infenfibly grow into Accuracy. It fome-
times happens that thofe who were moft fuflceptible,
become totally deprived of that blefling, until they
approve themielves more worthy fervants.
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MODE OF EXAMINATION.

THERE are Two general methods of receiving Im-
preflions; or of difpofing the Examiner to receive them.

The Firft 1s, by oppofing one, or both Hands.
The Second, by oppofing the entire Body to that of
the Examined.

The Firft is that mode which fhould be accurately
attended to by newly-initiated Students, as it affords a
Catalogue of Senfations, which become a regular Stan-
dard to judge of all difeafes by, and to reduce Exami-
nation to accuracy and perfeftion.

This Mode of Examination confifts in oppofing one
or both Hands towards the Patient. The Examiner
thould fit or ftand in an eafy pofition, cautioufly avoid-
ing all preffure on his body or arms, left that fhould
afford him an excufe for fufpeéting the Impreflions to
proceed from that caule, rather than from the difeafe.

The Examiner fhould fix on fome particular part
VOL. L o .
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of the Patient’s external or internal Form : then, turning
the Backs of his hands, with the fingers a little bent, he
muft vigoroufly and fteadily command the Emanations
and Atmolfphere, which derive from that part, to {trike
his Hands, and mult clofely attend to whatever Impref
fions are produced on them.

It is {carcely neceflary to fay, that the more Com-
pofed and Attentive the Examiner is, the more accurate
will be the refult of his Examination.

During this procefs, he muft not permit his Attention
to wander from the Objett; if he fhould, his labour is
entirely loft, and he muft begin anew, or relinquifh his

purpofe.

To render the procels the more fteady, the Eyes of the
Examiner fhould be fixed on the part he attends to,
with the unvaried intent of direéting the Atoms which
derive from it ‘towards his Hands, which muft be as
ready to catch, as he is to account for the earlieft Im-
preflions. It may be naturally fuppofed that the Eyes
of the Examiner fhould be open, but it is better they
were fhut, as all foreign objeéts are by that means ex-




99

cluded, and the porofity of the eye-lids removes the
idea of impediment. -

The Examiner fhould never be hafty in delivering
his opinion, but fhould repeatedly examine the fame
part, and deliver his decifion when he has found the
Senfations uniformly fimilar after feveral trials.

The Impreffions made on different Examiners by the
fame difeafe, will be uniformly the fame when they
become adepts.

It is effentially neceffary to render the procefs of
receiving the Atoms detached from every objeét fami-
liar to us. This will be effefted by habitually feeking
for them. For this purpofe Students fhould frequently
receive the emanations from falt, fugar, water, fire, and
in fhort, from every occurring fubftance; by which
means they foon become expert.

As the Impreflion produced on the Examiner by
fuch emanations as he attraéts from difeafe, will fre-
quently give him fome flight pain, more efpecially if
he has himfelf obftrutions: thofe who are ready to
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grafp at any excufe to wound the Science, may very
probably hold that up to excufe themfelves, or to deter
others from their duty : but thofe who venture to look
beyond the furface, perceive the greéat advantage which
muft derive to the Examiner, if he fhould be obftruted,
fince thofe very emanations which caufe him pain will
detach fome of his difeafe, and by frequent repetition
will effeGtually remove the whole. Thofe who receive
{uch pungent Impreflions, and are not themfelves dif-
eafed, can not have any apprehenfions, becaufe fuch
emanations never create difeafe in the Operator; and
all properly-inftruéted perfons have it in their power to
remove them from them{elves as foon as they pleafe.

If in examining a delicate, or what is called a nervous
fubjeft, an apparent Infenfibility, or Coma, fhould come
on, it will be neceffary to recolleét, that there is no
caule for alarm, and that it is only a little affeétion of
the nerves, which we have in our power at all times
to remove. If the Operator appears to be confufed on
the occafion, Speétators will take the alarm, and fly for
Medical Interference. By this means, the Operator’s

want of prefence of mind will difgrace both the Science
and himfelf.



101,

It is perfettly immaterial what may be the diftance be-
tween the Examiner and the Examined. The procefs and
the Impreflions will be exaétly the fame, provided he calls
forth in himfelf the requifite exertion.

As the purport of an examination is in itfelf, and in its
confequences, of a very ferious nature; and as the accuracy
of its performance depends on the molt tranquil refleétion;
we fhould difcountenance every kind of jocularity and
difturbance ; reflefting how far fuperior in every refpeét
our procefs is to that of a Medical Prattitioner, employed
for the fame purpofe. It would be deemed impolite and
infulting to difturb any man in fo ferious an occupation,
and our procefs, which is far more ferious, demands {lill
more refpett.

When farther advanced in our fubjeét, we fhall find
that the nerves of delicate habits in particular, are fub-
jett to the leaft Impreflion. It will be neceffary to be
very cautious in examining fuch conftitutions ; a word or
a look may produce fpafm or convulfion, by which our
procefs would become totally overturned.

An Examiner is naturally led to place his chair as near
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that of the patient as he conveniently can, and to feat
him/[elf immediately oppofite to him. This is frequently
attended with very aukward circumftances.  If the pati-
ent fhould be an enemy to, or an unbeliever in, the Sci-
ence, and either fhould not feel effefts after a long con-
tinuance of Treatment, or fhould critically examine the
afliftant’s attitudes, or perhaps gracelefs motions which
his anxiety may induce; it is ealy to conceive how far
fuch a fitwnation muft tend to put him out of countenance.
I therefore advife every young pratitioner to recolleét,
that it is perfedtly indifferent whether he faces his patient
or not ; and that direftion and diftance are in every fenfe
of the word immaterial, provided the Attention is properly
fixed on the objeét ; and that he rightly and clearly under-
ftands the human body, and the procefs to be purfued for

examining it.



103

SECOND MODE OF EXAMINATION.

In the fecond Mode of Examination, the Operator
mutft not feek to know where the patient is; but recol-
le&ing that all human beings are connefted to each
other by innumerable atmofpherical nerves, and that
the entire medium in which they are placed is com-
pofed of loofe atoms, he muft fix his attention on the
objeét, as if he ftood before him.

Thus fituated, the Examiner muft vigoroully exert his
power to attralt the entire atmofphere and emanations
from the patient to himfelf.

By this means, the atoms which derive from each
particular part of the Examined, run to the parts of the
fame denomination in the Examiner ; and thofe particles
which are difeafed produce impreffions on the fame parts
in the Examiner as they do when attraéted to his hand.
Thus he feels in every part of his own perfon, whatever
the patient feels in his ; only in a lefs degree in general,
but always fufficiently, to enable him to defcribe the
feelings of the patient, and clearly to afcertain the very
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TREATMENT.

By the term Treating, is meant a procefls made ufe of
by the Operator to create, if partially obliterated, or to
encreafe, if become languid, the natural aétion and re-
attion in any part of the body; and to aflift Nature, by
imitating and re-eftablifhing her own laws, when fhe is
become inadequate to the tafk.

The Examination being judicioufly made, and an
obftruétion or difeafe difcovered in fome part of the
body, it is obvious that fome of the pores or veflels are
ftopped up; that the fluids and general atmolphere are
denied a free circulation through that part, and confe-
quently that it is verging on, or making rapid ftrides
towards, a flate of Ination, the leading ftep to complete
vegetable Decompofition.

Here it becomes neceflary to recolleét that the folids
and fluids fend forth continually Atoms and Emanations,
and that all thofe particles are fubjeét to the influence of
Volition.

VOL. L. P
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The prefent procefs is the oppofite to the laft; in
that the Examiner attraéted the atoms from the patient
to himfelf ; but in this he muft force his atoms againﬂ:

the patient.

By a fteady exertion of Compound Volition, we have
it in our power to propel the particles which emanate
from our own body into and againft whatever part of
any other form we fix our attention on, and can force
them in any direétion, and to any diftance.

Thus, by a continual and regular fucceflion of par-
ticles, direfted vigoroully in a rapid ftream againft thofe
atoms which are ftopped in their paffage, and accumu-
lated into a heap, we break down the impediment, pufh
off thofe atoms which we detach, dirett them into the
circulating currents for evacuation, and refcue the

fyftem from its impeded funétions.

This procefls may, in fome fort, be faid to refemble
that of continuing to throw handsful of fhot at a heap
of fand, accumulated in a rivulet, which, as the grains
of fand become feparated from each other, wathes them
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along before it; as all obftruétions are not equally hard
or compaét, they are not all deftroyed with the fame
facility, nor equally foon. A fingle look will often
prove fufficient for a recent accumulation of particles,
for an accidental contrattion, or for a fudden diften-
tion ; whereas thofe of long ftanding, and of a more
ferious nature, demand frequent, long, and judicioufly-
varied Treatment.

The general procels of Treatment, is an influence of
Spirit, or Mind, over organized matter; in which pro-
cefs unorganized matter is the occafional inftrument,
The Mind fhould be able to perform this work without
any particular motions of the Body, or of its extremi-
ties. But inexperience, and the frequent difturbances
which occur to divert the attention, induce us to adopt
fome mode of aftion, whofe conftant repetition may
attach, roufe, or recall the mind to the fubjeft, when it
becomes languid or diverted from its employment,

Hence, we generally employ our Hands in the act of
Treating, and write as it were, our various intentions on
each par-t by the motions we make towards it; or, in
fatt, we trace on the difeafed part with our current of
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emanations, the various curative intentions of our Mind
or Spirit.

By this means the diverted attention is continually
recalled, and the atoms which flow through the pores
of the hands and fingers, as well as through every part
of the body, penetrate the patient’s pores in conftant
currents of particles, and arrive at, aft on, and affeét
fuch internal and external parts, and in fuch manner
and degree as the judicious Praltitioner determines,
whillt the general conneéting bonds of atmofpherical
nerves, partaking alfo of the influence, contribute to
fupport this falutary influence and render it irrefiftibly

powerful {o long only as the afliftant perfifts in vigorous
exertion.

As every part of the human body is attached to a
fimilar part of the fame denomination in every other
human Being by the general connefting medium, and
confequently, as every form muft receive an impulfe
when any one of thofe nerves is afted on; itis eafily
conceiveable, why thofe who frequently treat patients
and are themfelves difeafed, become imperceptibly

cured.
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It may naturally be alked, Why this univerfal influ-
ence does not cure every difeafed perfon, at one and
the fame time, fince all human forms are thus con-
nefted to each other? The anfwer is obvious; The
fingle impulle which is thus indireftly carried on the
general clafs of beings, falls vaftly fhort of the complex
effets direétly exerted on the patient by the Operator ;
in the laft cafe, the patient receives the combined and
vigorous influence of the Operator’s Attention, Inten-
tion, and Volition, over the atmofphere, emanations,
and general nerves. Whereas, in the firlt cafe, the
general nerves only receive the Impreflion, and re-aétion
the afliftant.

Thole who are ignorant of our Science, conclude the
pain they feel on fuch occafions to be the effeét of dif-
eale, and not an effort for cure, and employ, though
unknown to themfelves, the neceflary exertions to re-
move the f{alutary efforts, and thus perpetuate their own
difeafe.

This univerfal bond of attachment, and the influence
which is eftablifhed by it, appears very plainly in the
Attendants of thofe who are admitted for cure at
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public Treatments: they acquire confidence in the
Science by witnefling the cures and effects continually
produced, and frequently find themfelves imperceptibly
cured of difeafes they had not mentioned, and without
being attended to direétly by any Operator.

In the procefs of Treating, the Intention muft be
literally curative, and firiétly executed, according to
the Inftruétions which are appropriated to the nature of
each particular part and {tage of difeafe: the atoms
which are detached by the Treatment generally an-
nounce their expulfion by fome of the evacuations, or
perhaps by fpalmodic, convulfive, or fome other affec-
tion of the nervous {yftem,

Some of thefe marked effefts have been unfortunately
grafped at as inflruments for Impofition; Stupor or
Coma, in particular, have been called Crifis, and have
been received as proofs of the knowledge of thofe who
accidentally produce them; whereas fuch effects are
merely the refult of preflure on the brain, which the
moft ignorant may at all times induce on fufceptible
fubjeéts, without being able to conceive how an event
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took place, which in reality we fhould find it difficult
to prevent in fome fubjedls,

Every century has, I fuppofe, produced examples of
men, who from fuch accidental produétion of marked
effects, have induftrioufly fet up fome Theoretical
Syftem, to account for fuch apparently miraculous
phenomena. Hence the erroncous idea of Animal
Magnetifm, or a Univerfal Fluid pervading all bodies,
and particularly affetting animals, as the loadftone does

iron.

Thus it appears that every human Being poffeffes the
power of ftriking other forms with the particles which are
flying off from his own body ; or, to ftate it in its proper
light, we muit fay, that it is the prerogative of Spirit in
man, by vigorous exertions, to propel the atoms of its
own body againft and through the pores of any other
form in nature. But to hazard fuch an exertion, with-
out being properly inftruéted, and aware of the confe-
quences, is as imprudent as it would be to take a draught
out of the firft bottle which prefented itfelf in an Apo-
thecary’s fhop. It muit be confefled, that there is a bare
poflibility of its not proving immediately deftruétive,
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but I muft fuppofe it difficult to perfuade any oneto
try the experiment.

No man will be hardy enough to advance, that the
Almighty Wifdom annexed this fuperlative power to his
creatures 1n vain, or to remain latent and unemployed.
Indeed, the fhortnefs of the date, fince medical Pratice
firlt made its appearance in the world, would of itfelf
overturn fuch an idea,

Parental Affeftion was the family phylfician, and the
Upright Mind fupplied the neceflary dofe, until new |
difeafes, ulhered in by depravity, robbed the perverted
Spirit of its nature, of its dependance on its Maker, and
on the means which He kindly imprefled it with, for
protection and for cure: thus eftranged from Virtue,
Sin gave Phyfic, and Phyfic too often gave Death.

Bereft of his natural fheet-anchor, the afilifted Suf-
ferer grafps at Medicine as a drowning man does at a
ftraw ; and refleftion arrives too late to tell him, that if
medicine could cure, its ingredient muft be violent;
and if violent, deftruétion of the Stomach, Nerves, and
Pores, muft follow : that if any mixture could be really
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compofed of inoffenfive ingredients, it could not pof-
fefs any virtue, and confequently muft be ufelefs and
inefficacious.

As every Speétator muft ridicule the phyfician who
writes a recipe, or orders bleeding and blifters for a
patient, before he has enquired into the nature of his
difeafe ; fo, a Pratitioner in this Science muft render
himfelf ridiculous in the extreme, who begins to move
his hands, or treats a patient, before deliberate exa-
mination or enquiry has enabled him to form in his
mind the judicious procefls for cure: he muft ftand
felf-condemned when he refleéts, that every intentional
motion muft produce an effeét, and that there is no
fuch thing as indifference in this Science, either in the
prefeription, or in the mode of adminiftration.

The nature of the cafe being alcertained, the pri-
mary Caufe dilcovered, and the judicious mode of
Treatment for its removal felefted, we muft combine
fteady Attention and regular Intention to aétive Voli-
tion, and by concentrating the whole Soul on the objett,
we fhall force the gencral laws of Aétion and re-
Action into obedience; and in a longer or fhorter time,

VOL. I. Q
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according to the nature and degree of the obftruttion,
but more efpecially, according to the Singlenefs of our
Heart, we fhall produce the wifhed-for purpofe.

You now form to yourfelves an idea of the neceffary
means for afcertaining the feat and the nature of each
occurring Difeafe, as well as the general mode by which
they are to be removed.

The firft of thefe procefles I have called,
Examination ;
The laft 1 have named,
Treating.

This prepares us to confider, {eparately and defcrip-
tively, the Impreflions or Senfations, which refult from
and indicate each Difeafe.

But let us once more endeavour, by Recapitulation,
to fix in the mind the fubftance of what has been
advanced.
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RECAPITULATION.

ALL Forms fend forth Atoms.

Fluids throw off Atmofpheres of atoms.

Solids throw off Emanations of atoms.

Atoms indicate the Difeafes of their Source.

Atoms are attrated and repelled by Volition,

Volition is Spirit, and prefides over atoms.

Atoms, attratted to Nerves, produce Senfations.

Nerves are Atmofpherical and Animal.

Animal Nerves are the Medium of Senfation, and
Inftruments of Volition.

Atmofpherical Nerves are the Bonds of Forms, and
the Meflengers of Impreflions.

Atoms propelled againft Obfiruétion deftroy Difeafe.

Difeafe is incipient Solidity and Obftruftion of
Atoms.

Solidity is Action deftroyed.

Obftruétion deftroyed is Solidity prevented, and
Health re-eftablifhed.

Solidity prevented is Animal Life,

All difeafes produce their own peculiar Senfations.

Difeafes are Simple and Complex.
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kind : but when difeafe arifes in a fubje&t whofe nerves

are in-elaftic, the {ymptoms are aggravated, and the
effeét ftrongly marked.

Every nerve has a tendency to recover its natural
ftate; but when relaxed beyond the power of re-inflating
itfelf, it is declared to have loft its tone, or contraétile
power ; in which cafe it neither re-afls nor refifts the
formation of obftrution.

Nerves in general are alfo fubjett to the oppofite ex-
treme, and the nerves fo affeéted recoil or curl up, and
.the mufcles and extremities to which they are conneéted
are irregularly pulled out of their natural attitudes,
taking the name of Spafm, and a {till greater degree of
contrattion receives the title of Convullion.

When it is our objeft to relieve or remove fuch
effefts, we mult recollett that the pores are immediate
avenues to every part of the Body, and that no internal
part is deftitute of nerves.

The Operator’s own emanations, when duly influ-
enced, become, for the Operator, invifible fngers,
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which penetrate the pores, and may be truly confidered
as the natural and only ingredients which are or can be
adapted to the removal of nervous, or of any other

affeétions of the body.

By placing thefe invifible fingers, or fireams of atoms,
as if they were fingers, on the contrafted and curled-up
nerves, and by firiping down, or laying {mooth their
irritated inequalities, the fpafms or convulfions difap-
pear.

And by ationing and fupporting the relaxed dif-
tended nerves, they become flimulated into contration,
and are {upported up to tone.

But it muft not be forgotten, that thofe operations are
not to be performed at random, as an injudicious admi-
niftration of the exertion would induce a tranfit from
one extreme to the other: relaxation aétioned into
curling, degenerates into {pafm or convulfion; and
convulfive curling over-diftended, finks into fainting

relaxation.

VOL. L. R
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PATHOLOGY.

THE neceflity for clearly alcertaining the nature and
feat of the difeale, before we attempt to operate, can not
be too firongly infifted on: inattention to this effential
caution will lead the unwary praétitioner into the un-
warrantable error of attacking fymptoms for caufes, and
difgracing the Science by leaving the root continually
to throw up frefh branches, until it is completely eradi-
cated.

The Schools of Phyfic lay confiderable firefs on Pa-
thology, or certain appearances in the patient, by which
they fuppofe the nature, the ftage, and the refult of
each Difeale may be pointed out. Thole criterions
are to be fought after in the Eyes, the Nofe, the Skin,
the Tongue, the Pulfe, and the Geftures.

That thofe particular deviations from the patient’s
natural appearance, during health, do appear frequently,
is moft true; but the major part of them are fallacious
and inconclufive, becaufe they are often produced by
oppofite caufes.
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Weapons can not with equal propriety be made ufe of
indiferiminately for fuch a number of different and op-
Pnﬁte caufes producing fimilar effefts; fuppofing even
for a moment that any of them were applicable; how
hazardous muft it be for the life or conftitution of the
patient, to adminifter any, until the real caufe of the
{ymptoms can be to a certainty afcertained, and that fuch
information can not refult from any obfervance of the
fymptoms, muft, I flatter myfelf, admit of no ambiguity.

The Eyes and Countenance not unfrequently difcover
very confiderable alteration from a very flight derange-
ment; and yet, at other times and in other [ubjeéts, no
change from their natural {tate appears, even from very
ferious difeafe.

The Tongue becomes dry, parched, dark, red, clam-
my, or ulcerated, according to the ftate of the ftomach,
lungs, trachea, or cefophagus; but ftill we are left in the
dark, until we deteft the caufe, perhaps in the kidneys,
the mefentery, the liver, or perhaps trace it to worms,
fcrophula, wind, or fome fuch remote caufe.

The furface of the body affords us as Lttle certainty
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to judge from, as it takes its roughnefls, clammynefs,
heat, or cold, from almoft every derangement of the
habit, or of the circulations.

But the Pulfe proves, of all others, the leaft to be
relied on: all its variations, from ftrength and regu-
larity, depend on fuch impreflions as the nerves may
receive from innumerable caufes, and communicate
them to the heart and arteries: joy, forrow, flatulence,
and all the paffions, {fo powerfully influence this fenfible
part of the body, as to induce from time to time, in
rapid fuccellion, every poflible alteration; and yet, at
other times, the nerves are ftimulated into contraétion,
and the mufcles and limbs into the moft alarming agi-
tations, without accelerating or retarding the pulfation
of the Arteries, even to one fingle flroke in a minute.

Hence we rejeét every fuppofed afliftance, held out
by medical rules for the difcovery of difeafe, and difen-
tangling ourfelves from the clofe fpun web of confufion,
we cultivate the real and unerring means of diftinguifh-
ing the caufes of difeafe from the numberlels fymptoms
they fo irregularly produce.
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SENSATIONS.

I endeavoured in a former Difcourfe to defcribe, in
general terms, the doftrine of Senfations, and obferved,
that the Operator is to feel in his own perfon fuch im-
preflions as the Patient’s difeafed emanations produce by
ftriking againft his nerves. Our prefent bufinefs is to
clafs thofe impreflions.

Senfations are to be divided into two clafles.

Thofe of the firlt clafs derive their emanations from
the difeafe itfelf.

Thofe of the fecond clafs, derive them from the parts
which furround the difeafe.

Tholfe impreflions which derive from the difeafe itfelf
are numerous, and vary according to the nature and
ftage of the obftrution.

The impreflions which derive from parts furrounding
the difeafe, vary alfo according to the effeét which the
difeafe may produce in them, fo as, for a time, to be
fymptoms only, but converting by degrees into difeafe.
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We have an example of this in the cafe of Stone
formed in the Kidneys, the urinary Bladder, and in
feveral other parts of the body. The Stone is the ori-
ginal difeafe, and may accumulate to a confiderable
fize, before fome furrounding parts become either in-
flamed or excoriated.

All emanations attracted to, or propelled againft any
nerves, muft produce fome imprefhion, and that impref-
fion will be according to the nature of the emanations
which produce it ; and as all emanations refemble the
parts from whence they proceed, being in reality the
very component atoms of that part, it is evident that
the impreflions they produce muft be fuch as the part
itfelf is at that time labouring under.

If the examined part is in health, fo will the emana-
tions which derive from it, and they will carry healthy
impreflions on the nerves of the Examiner; that is, they
will communicate fuch a gentle, natural, uniform heat,
as thofe who are in perfeét health feel when they touch
each other. But if the examined part fhould be pain-
ful ; that is, if the difeafed atoms of that part give pain
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STONE AND GRAVEL.

Our firll objeét is Stone.

By Stone is underftood, the accumulation of particles
of fand adhering to each other by a glutinous fubftance,

and forming a mafs of an irregular figure and an inde-
terminate fize.

If particles of fand, fo attached, form feveral {mall
heaps, we call it Gravel.

But when they form one or more large maffes, they
take the name of Stone.

Stone, or ‘Gravel, may be formed in any part of the
[yftem, becaufe particles of fand are at all times taken
into the body, and are wafthed on by the circulating
fluids, until they find their way out of the form by fome
of its outlets. But obftruétion of any kind, whether
permanent or tranfitory, fubjeéls thofe atoms to ftop-
page; and the adhefion of a fucceflion of them to that
which firlt became obftruéted, forms a mals of too great
fize for the general conduétors to admit its circulation.
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SENSATION PRODUCED FROM STONE.

The impreffions produced by Stone on the hand and
fingers of the Examiner will be
Heavinefs, Indolence, and Cold :
And thele impreflions are uniformly the fame, over the
entire extent of the Stone, from centre to circumference
in every direétion.

But when we have pafled the bounds of the Stone,
the impreflions immediately alter, becaufe we no longer
receive emanations from the Stone, but from the parts
which furround or contain it.

Suppofe the Stone to be fituated in the urinary blad-
der; when we get beyond the bounds of the Stone, we
receive emanations from the Bladder, and the impref-
fions muil then be according to the healthy or difeafed
ftate of that vifcus.

If the Stone has not caufed inflammation, or any other
morbid affeétion in the bladder, we mufl receive the
impreflions of health ; which are,
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CURE OF STONE.

To remove the heap of fand, thus accumulated into
Stone, it muft be again reduced to fand, or to very fine
gravel. The connefling bond, which, during health,
had been one of the natural humours of the body, muft
be again attenuated by mixing its thick and gummy
atoms with other more fluid ones of the fame nature,
and the ftone muft then be crufhed into powder.

This operation calls forth a recollettion, and an ex-
ertion of the praclical rules, which I have endeavoured
to explain; and comprehends, by its complexity, feveral
of the different modes of Aétion or Treatment.

In the firft place, the rules for examination muft have
been judicioufly exerted to afcertain the fituation and
fize of the Stone, and to judge of the injuries which the
furrounding parts may have fuftained from it.

In the fecond place, our invifible Power muft be
applied to the juices which circulate in the vicinity of
the Stone: they muft be condutted to the Stone and

e ST e
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immediately applied to its furface, fo that the Stone
muft be foaked in that fluid for the purpofe of diffolv-
ing the gum which fticks the particles of fand to each
other.

If the hands are employed in this procefs, the mind
muft conceive, that the ftreams of atoms which continu-
ally rufh forth from the fingers, are continued on, and
lengthened out into, long invifible fingers, which be-
come continuations of our vifible ones; and which, be-
ing compoled of minute particles, are perfettly adapted
to pafs through the pores of another form, and to be
applied as we fhould our vifible fingers to the very part
on which it is intended to att.

The third procefs, is Aftion, by flriking thofe very
emanating particles that conftitute that invifible part of
our form, which it is intended to employ, whether it be
the Hand, the Eye, or any other part. By firiking them,
I fay, forcibly, and in conflant and rapid fucceflion
againilt the Stone, the particles of fand, which, by fteep-
ing, are rendered lefs tenacious to each other, detach,
and falling again into duft, are taken up and wafhed
out of the body by the natural evacuation.
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This cafe of Stone, rightly underftood, may be confi-
dered as a material afliftant to the general means of
Treating and of Inveftigating feveral other obftruétions.

Let it be an adopted general rule, to reduce mentally
every object and effet we meet with into its original
fimple ftate, and not content ourfelves with the mere
idea or name, which habit has accuftomed us to annex
to words or names.

When, for example, the objeft of our attention is
Water, Fire, Vapour, Smoke, Light, Sound, Wood,
Glals, or any other objeét, we muft lofe fight of its
name and follow Water to its component atoms; we fhall
then no longer confider water as a fluid, but as a number
of particles, attraéted towards each other; not forming a
body of cohefion, but continuing to be detached, yet fo
nearly approached to each other, that human unim-
proved vifion is unable to draw the line of feparation.

We fhall then confider Fire to be compoled of the
conftituent particles of the burning fubftance, {eparated
from each other by the intrufion of other particles, and
ftimulated by the excels of aflion and re-aftion, into
excellive heat and decompofition.
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BURNS.

This will enable us clearly to comprehend, why any
part approached to this burning and decompofing fub-
ftance, becomes painfully affeéted, we prefently perceive
that the heated emanations fly from the decompofing
fubftance into our pores, and action the nerves, pro-

; ducing a painful fenfation; the irritated parts detach

fome of their circulating fluids to waflh off the offend-
ing matter; if it fucceeds, the caufe being removed,
the effetts difappear; but if not, the external or fcarf
fkin is diftended into a bladder or blifter.

The fame obfervations hold good with refpett to
the effeéts produced by boiling fluids, if their parti-
cles get through the pores, the effefts and the confe-
quences are fimilar to thofe produced by burning.

Thus, Burning and Scalding, appear to be fimilar in
their effects, though arifing from diflimilar caufes; one
from the admiffion of atoms in a ftate of ignition, and
the other from the heated particles of water and air.
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The confequence will be, a fecretion of thin fluid,
which will accumulate in the mouth, and the com-
plaint will foon difappear. In this flage of the ob-
ftruétion, the part muft be braced with great caution
and gentlenefs, left the confined blood fhould not ac-
quire -its freedom of circulation: fermentation would
then arife, and Matter would be the confequence.

In the third ftage, when fermentation has produced
Pus, and an Abfcefs is aftually formed, the Matter
muft be treated inwards, and the remaining part of the
gland and integuments melted down as rapidly as
pollible, that it may burlt into an Ulcer; that the pus
may be evacuated; and that abforption may be as
much as poffible prevented.

In the fourth ftage, when the abfcefs is broken, and
an ulcer produced, the engendered pus mufl be con-
dufted from the circumference to the face of the
ulcer, and evacuated, that none of the contaminated
particles may fpread from the ulcer to the neigh-
bouring parts and produce frefh difeafe.

The furface of the ulcer muft be aélioned that
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HEAD-ACHE.
This leads us back to the fubjeét of Head-Ache.

Pain will arife in the Head from accidental preflure
on the nerves of that part; this, while it is recent, is
local, or confined to that part only. The nerves in
this cafe, curl up and contraét, particularly at the

Temples.

This kind of Head-Ache gives way immediately by
taking off the contraftion, which is rarely more than
the work of a few minutes,

But a much more ferious Head-Ache arifes from
difeafes, and from habitual injuries done to the flo-
mach by undigefted food; by irritating and {pirituous
liquors; by wind in its coats; and by a long*lift of
natural and accidental caufes, which, by affeéting
the nerves of the ftomach, are prefently communicated

to the Head.

VOL. L. w
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It would prove a fruitlefs tafk, to treat the Head
for the removal of this pain, which is but a fymptom,
and not a difeafe. We fhould, by each Treatment,
remove or decreale the pain; but whilft the caufe
continues, the Head-Ache, which is its fymptom, muft
be for ever re-produced.

Therefore, the whole of the Attention and Treat-
ment muft be direfted to the Stomach, which once
freed from its derangement, the affection of the Head
prefently fubfides.

For this purpofe, the internal cavity and coat of the
ftomach muit be cleared of flime; the invifible fingers
muft fcrape, as it were, all the internal furface; and
we muil carefully attend to fuch evacuations as nature
may dictate.

If a*flrong inclination to vomit fhould come on,
dire€t the fluff through the cardia, or left orifice;
through which aliment paffes into the ftomach: but if
a contrary evacuation fhould be indicated, either by
the Operator’s impreflions, or by the Patient’s own
feelings, it muft be affilted and not counteratied.
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The Senfations produced by this ropy humour in the
{tomach, are
A Thick, Gummy,
feel on the fngers; and when they are gently
moved, they meet with a flight degree of refiftance:
if attempted to be bent, the fkin feels
© Stiff, and a little Rigid.

To judge of the depth of the {limy humour in the,
ftomach, the fingers muft be perpendicularly dipped in
it to the bottom of the flomach; the confequence
will be, the impreflion of a

A Circular Line,
as if a ftring furrounded each finger, marking the
depth to which they had funk in the ftuff,

From that Line downwards to the fingers-ends,
they feel Stiff and Rigid :
but above thefe bounds, the fingers and hand have

their natural feel.

Thus ‘we perceive, that a Pain in the Head is not
a fufficient indication to guide our operations, but
that the caufe muft be difcovered; and that then only
we are prepared to afford afliftance.
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RHEUMATISM.

Noxious and damp atoms, when obftruéted in their
paffage through the body, or its extremities, produce
fimilar Rheumatic Pains to thofe deferibed in the Head
and Neck; and are to be brought out in the fame
manner.

It frequently happens, in lax habits particularly, that
the Patient feels the particles of difeale, as the Prac-
titioner conduéls them, creeping through the cellular
membrane, {ubmiflive to his influence.

Hence a Caution for Praétitioners in general, nqt
to hold the hand of a rheumatic Patient’s difeafed
arm ; nor to permit Patients, whillt under Treatment,
to place the difeafed hand, or limb, on the other
hand, on the knee, or on any part of the body; be-
caufe the particles of difeafe will be conduéted by the
Treatment out of the pores of the Patient, and into
thofe of any other perfon or limb.

It i1s alfo neceffary to obferve, that if fuch accident
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fhould incautioufly happen, the difeafed atoms fhould

be immediately removed, efpecially if pain is felt, left
obftrué¢tion fhould be produced.

In lax, obftrutted fubjefts, fevere pain is frequently
produced by Wind {uddenly removing from one part
of the cellular membrane to another perhaps very dif-
tant part of the body. In fuch fubjells, Praélitioners,
by Treatment, diflodge and conduét the Wind as they
pleale.

Wind thus pent up in the cellular membrane,

announces itfelf to the Examiner by a
Creeping.

This Impreflion will be produced from Wind con-
fined in any part of the body or extremities, and is in
itlelf a perfeétly fimple fenfation, imitating on the
Examiner, the effe¢t which it produces in the Patient,
by creeping about from part to part, within the
bounds of the obftruétion.

It 1s neceflary however, for Praflitioners to make
this fenfation clearly out, left it fhould be miftaken
for another Impreflion which is not fimple, but com-
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CONTINUED PURGING.

Continued Purging will demand great attention. It
1s not to be confidered as a caufe in itfelf, but as an
effect, the caule of which is diligently to be fought

after.

When humors are, either by the efforts of Nature,
or by our imitation and invigoration of her laws,
detached from their feat of obftruftion, the animal
ceconomy rejefls them from the body by fome of the
natural outlets. If the chofen outlet {hould be the
inteftinal canal, Purging muit continue until the whole
is evacuated.

If, by weakening Nature, or by any other means,
the Purging {hould be reftrained before the work is
accomplifhed, it is evident that a part of the noxious
Matter remains confined, and will be abforbed, and
depofited in fome, as yet, undifeafed part, which it
can not fail of inoculating ; and the laft cafe becomes
worfe than the firft, by fpreading over the whole
body a Difeafe which was local.
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ABSORPTION,

There 15 a funéltion, inherent to the animal ma-
chine, by which fuch fluids, whether they be healthy
or difeafed, as are not to remain in the form, are fucked
up and rejeéted, and by which the fluids are allo
conveyed from part to part of the body for its nutri-
tion and afliftance: this is called Abforption,

Vigorous aétion, carried by our endeavours on a
difeafed part, detaches fome of thofe fluid atoms, and
Nature fets up her work of Abforption to rejett them.
Of this the Examiner has a very remarkable notice
by the following impreflion :

I obferved, that obftruétions gave to the hand of
the Examiner a Dry, Suff feel on the fingers: I am
now to oblerve, that when by continued Treatment,
fome particles have been flruck off, and Abforption
takes place, the Drynefs of the fingers difappears, and
they become

Wet and Soft ;
the moifture hangs on the ends of the fingers, and
VOL. L. 7
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CONCLUSION.

Infanity, and the Difeafes of Infants, are no longer
beyond the reach of afliftance; as we want no def-
cription from either of their feelings, to aflift our
judgment by, but we trace the {ymptoms of each to

its caufe, and re-eftablifh Nature in her regularity
and laws.

I flatter myfelf it now appears that every {pecies of
internal and external medical application is not only
foreign, but diametrically oppofite to our mode of
prattice ; and that all evacuations produced by me-

chanical means are injudicious, and deftruétive to
the conftitution.

Let it be an invariable Rule, not to deflroy the
patient’s general ftrength, but to fupport him by pro-
per food and nutritious fluids; by which means each
vifcus will freely fecrete its own fluids, and the fyf-
tem in general will perform its proper funttions.
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I obferved in the courfe of our converfations, that
confiderable affiftance is derived to thole efpecially,
who ‘are not accuftomed to the means of treating
patients, from tracing their intentions by the motion
of their hands or fingers: but I hope you now know,
that thofe motions are no otherwife eflential; confe-
quently, the lefs violent we are in fuch gracelefs
attitudes, the lefs food we fhall afford to incredulous
jocularity, We fhall as efficacioufly treat the patient
with our eyes fhut, and our hands either in our hats
or in our pockets, or, in fhort, in any other pofition,
as if we waved our hands from the patient’s knees to
his head. All this depends on habit, which every one
may by a little exertion mould to his own choice.

Here we clofe the prefent Curative Inftruétions; in
which you perceive that all received theories of
Difeafe are totally overturned ; Symptoms, Pulfe, and
all the deemed unerring Rules are rejected, and the
entire voluminous Materia Medica refcued from the
torture of alteration and improvement. We have, in
fhort, eftablifhed a permanent Peace with the entire
animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms, and reduced
the medical library to a very {fmall compals.












LECTURE, VI

WE come now to confider and account for fome
of the phenomena which take place during our Cu-
rative Treatment.

When explaining the general influence which all
human Beings may, even at random, or without fyf-
tem of any kind, exert over the nerves of delicate,
and frequently over thofe of difealed fubjects, I ob-
ferved, that fuch influence frequently became {trongly
marked with fpafms; at other times, by partial or
general convulfions; and not unfrequently by Coma.

The Ancients took notice of this influence, but,
unable to difcover the caufe which produced it, were
led to attribute the phenomenon to a property in the
atmofphere, fimilar to that which caufes iron to attraét
its fimilar.
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Meimer adopted this idea from Kircher, Fludd, and
other Authors, and called thofe marked effects, Crifes.
Some of his followers, with as little difcernment as
judgment, ftiled another fltage of this nervous affec-
tion, Somnambulifm, or, Walking in Sleep.

Thole who are not yet familiarized to this fubjeét,
furprized at the artificial or accidental produétion
of Coma, conclude the perfon in that ftate to be
removed beyond nature, and call Coma, a Crifis or
fupernatural exaltation, from which oracular anfwers
are expetted. This new food is grafped at with avidity
by impoftors, and many eyes are defignedly clofed to
deceive the Affiftant, and difgrace the Science.

Hence it is not uncommon to hear people talk of
Crifes as familiarly as if they aftually knew fomething
of the matter, and entertain their acquaintances with
the wonders of their lalt Comatofe dream. '

A moft fcientific lafs, withing me to believe fhe
faw my brain; as a proof of her perfpicuity, refem-
bled it to an oyfter. And a medical gentleman in

4 % & A -
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that ftate conceived the infide of an old rheumatic
patient to look like a mutton-pie.

The critical effeéts which come immediately under
our curative cognizance, are the feveral evacuations
and efforts fet up to diflodge and throw off offend-
ing matter.

Thefe announce themfielves under one or more of
the following appearances:

Coldnefs, Sighing, Convulfion,
Heat, Erudtation, Expeétoration,
Shaking, Laughing, Vomiting,
Gaping, Crying, Purging,
Sneezing, Spafm, or

Evacuations from the kidneys or pores, which taking
place with our intention during Treatment, may be
confidered as critical effelts produced by our efforts.

Thefe effetts may, at other times, take place inde-
pendently of our intentions, and are undoubtedly cri-
tical and falutary exertions of Nature fet up to cure
herfelf. Thus, Nature in one cafe fets up her own
critical efforts to pufh off obftruétion; and in the



198

other, we imitate her own proceffes, and help her on
to cure, when fhe is become inadequate to the tafk.

It is highly probable that, had mankind continued
to live in the original ftate of nature, unpampered
with {uperfluous cloathing, improper food, warm
rooms, fermented liquors, contaminated atmoiphere,
and medical evacuations, the conftitution would have
continued fo vigorous as in general to free itfelf from
every derangement; or, at leaft, to ftand in need of
very little, of even this original and natural mode of
afliftance, until, at a very advanced age, fome part of
the body, like the wheels of a time-piece, became
regularly rubbed out, and aftion completely ftopped.

Amonglt the effeéts which I have enumerated, are
to be placed thofe of Coma and of Sleep.

Coma is fimple or compound, and refembles that
ftupid infenfibility, which frequently arifes from in-
juries received in the head and brain.

Coma is Compound, when it is accompanied by
any phyfical effetts, or with {leep.
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But when it runs on, or is condufted through its
different ftages, and receives no interruption from any
of-thofe efforts I mentioned, it is Simple.

The ftate of Coma may be produced by us in all
fuch fubjeéts as are fufceptible of it, by the exertion
of f{piritually-combined Attention, Intention, and
Volition.

Sulceptibility of the ftate of Coma depends on a
peculiar organization; or rather, that ftate 1is pre-
vented by obftruétion of any of the neceflary organs.
By confidering thofe parts we fhall more clearly
comprehend the method of inducing that effect.

But allow me firft to obferve, that although it may
be confonant with my engagement to teach you the
means of producing fuch marked effefts on your
fellow creatures; yet wantonly to exert that power
for the gratification of your own curiofity, or that of
others, is not only culpable, but is frequently dan-
gerous; and is fo widely foreign to the intent of
this Science, that I have reaflon to believe it may
be punifhed by, at leaft, the total privation of all
power in the frequent offender.
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Scrophulous patients afford us a firiking example
of the impropriety of producing Coma in them. A
quantity of acrimonious matter is frequently depofited
either between the coats of the ftomach, the dia-
phragm, pleura, or glands of the neck.

Judicioufly treated, this matter would be either ex-
ternally evacuated, or conduéted into the ftomach, to
pals off by vomiting, or by the inteftinal canal: but
by the mode of Treatment which is regularly adapted
to the produttion of the ftate of Coma, you will
foon perceive, that the matter formed in the nerves,
between the head and ftomach, or in the glands with
which they are conneéted, may be carried up to the
brain, where fome of this poifonous leaven will rarely
fail of producing the moft diftreffing and the moft
alarming f{ymptoms, if Nature fhould prove inade-

quate to the talk of cafting it off, or if we neglefl to
remove it,

Beware then of gratifying a vanity which it is your
duty to eradicate: and remember, that you are called
on to cure, and not to prove your power, by trifling
with a fubje@® whofe merit you will foon learn to
appreciate.
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How juftly fhould we hold a phyfician in contempt,
who, in a mixed company, threw emetic tartar into
the coffee-cups, to prove that he could produce
vomiting ; and yet, we overlook the impropriety of
rendering a company ﬂﬁpid, as a proof that we can
cure difeafes.

But although I thus condemn. the wanton and un-
necellary production of Coma, yet I wifh it to be
underftood, that there are fome cafes in which it is
not only fafe but judicious, to encourage and to
putfue fuch marked effets when they involuntarily
announce themfelves. Hence we are to confider the
means of inducing and increaling them, as the nature
of the cafe may occafionally demand.

The flate of Coma is caufed by a preflure on that
part of the brain which is fituated under the coronal
{future, in the front of the head, and forwards over
the forehead to the root of the nofe.

This preflure is to be produced by particles of air
and by particles of fluid, for which application muit
be made to the nerves.

VOL. I. cic
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It is neceflary to premife, that the nerves contain a
fluid, and that that fluid obferves a certain mode of
circulation.

That all nerves are porous in every direétion, and
that particles of general atmolphere are continually
palling through them. :

And that the nerves are capable of diftention and
contrattion.

The nerves to which 1 now allude, and which
conflitute the objeét of our prefent attention, form
a plexus or kind of network, by crofling each other
innumerably, in the pit of the ftomach, and thence
are continued upwards, as feparate threads or {ftrings
from the centre to the ends or orifices of the ftomach,
named Cardia and Pylorus..

Arrived at thefe orifices, they turn upwards, and
pals through the diaphragm, and run in the lining of
the cheft, called Pleura, towards the head.

When they arrive at the neck, they feparate to
cach fide, and {ome of them get into the fkull, creep
up between two membranes which cover the brain,

T T
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called Dura and Pia Mater, and make their way to a
{fpace, or well, which is fituated in the brain, in the
top of the head, immediately under the foft part in
the infant fkull, and known by the title of Fonta-
nella, Opening, or Mould.

The remainder of thofe nerves which do not get
into the fkull, creep up on the outfide of the face,
run before and behind the ears and over the temples;
fome of them meet between the eyes at the root of
the nofe, and terminate there: but others make their
way through holes in the fkull, and run on to the
well, to join thofe which paffed in at the neck.

Thus we perceive, that an immenfe number of
nerves conneét this part of the brain with the coats
and cavity of the ftomach: that thefe nerves are open
at one end in the well in the brain, and at other ends
in the cavity of the flomach and between its coats.

Thefe nerves have feveral departments or occupa-
tions; but thofe which come within the cognizance
of the prefent part of our fubjeét are of two kinds.
The hirft fet receive a fluid, which is feparated from
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the " circulating blood in the coats of the {tomach,
convey it up, and depofit it in the fpace or well in
the brain: and the fecond fet abforb a fluid which is
as regularly and continually fecreting from the fluids
in the brain, and depofited in the well; they bring
down a part of this fluid and depofit it in the cavity
of the {tomach for evacuation.

It is neceflary to recollet that all Nerves are
capable of being affefted in their fubftance.

That the Fluid, pafling from the brain to the
ftomach, may be ftopped in its paflage, and accumu-
lated in the well.

That the quantity of the Fluid which is deftined to
run from the ftomach to the well, may be encreafed,
and that wind, or particles of air, which are conti-
nually contained in the flomach, and between its
coats, may be conduéted up to the fame refervoir.

When thefe Fluids are accumulated in the well,
they form a preflure on that part of the brain. If
that preflure is encreafed, and continued for a fhort
time by perfevering in the fame procels which pro-
duced it, a flate of ftupor takes place, in which the
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eye-lids fall, and the perfon becomes inattentive to
general occurrences, and that ftate takes the name

of Comatofe.

The nerves, which are thus employed for the
conveyance of certain quantities of air and fluids, to
and from the brain, are exceedingly minute and nu-
merous. They are fituated between, and encompafled
by, Mulfcles, Membranes, and other Subftances, all
which are fubjeét to inflammation and derangement.
Hence thofe nerves are frequently obftruéted, and

fometimes totally deltroyed.

If feveral of them fhould by natural malconforma-
tion, or by accident, become obitruéted, the quantity
of wind, and of nervous fluid carried up by our
efforts to the brain, will be infufficient to induce
the neceflary preflure, conlequently that perfon will
not be fulceptible of Coma,

Thus it appears that the aptitude to that flate mufl
be according to the perfon’s habitual health or con-
formation of thofe parts. If the defeét be a natural
one, all our exertions will prove unavailing; but if
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the obftruétion be accidental, we may expeét to remove
it by longer or fhorter perfeverance in the neceffary

attention, according to its degree and to the time of
its exiftence.

This accounts for fome fubjeéts falling into the
flate of Coma at the firlt Treatment ; why fome begin
to fthew an aptitude to it after feveral repeated efforts;
and explains the caufe of others’ requiring perhaps a
year or longer, of conftant and daily Treatment, to

remove the obftrutions, and to allow the fluids a
free paffage to the DBrain.

If the nerves are free and unobftruéted, the perfon
may be confidered as adapted to the ftate of Coma;
but ftill, much will depend on the Affiftant’s judicious
mode of conduéting the fluid. If through impatience
or imprudence, he fhould violently firike his emana-
‘tions againft thofe delicate nerves, Spafm, or Convul-
fion will arife, but not Coma, becaufe the irritated

nerves curl up and effe¢tually prevent the paflage of
the fluid to the Brain.

It is therefore neceffary to be obferved, that the
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fluids are to be conduéted upwards, flowly, fofily, and
gently, with the greateft care, caution, and delicacy,
maintaining the ground as it is gained.

Three objefts are to be kept in view: one, to
carry up the fluids from the ftomach to the brain;
another, to prevent the defcent of fluid from the
brain; and a third, to render the nerves themfelves
gently tight, but without curling: and the whole
muft be condufted as if you were ftealing up, little
by little, the neceffary fluids on the brain, until the
effect announces itfelf.

The operation is to commence at the pit of the
ftomach, and the firft intention muft be to {eparate
the plexus, or heap of nerves, fituated in that part,
and then to follow their courle at each fide to Cardia
and Pylorus.

The nerves muft then be purfued, through the
diaphragm up the pleura, and into the fkull to the

Brain.

When arrived at the coronal future, the wind
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muft be brought forwards, and the Dura Mater, muft
at the fame time be rendered tight, prefling and con-
trafting into a fmall compafs the fluids, air, and
nerves, and bringing them to one point over the
nofe, then giving the membranes and nerves a kind
of twift, and hooking or rather entangling the
whole on a f{mall bony procefs, called Cryfta Galli.

I do not mean by this defcription to fay, that the
brain is literally flayed of its Pia Mater; but that, by
rendering that thin membrane exceedingly tight, the
nerves may be comprelled, and a confiderable quan-
tity of their fluid, together with a thick humor, con-
tinually fecreted from the brain, may be forced down
towards the root of the nofe, and entangled round the
Cryfta Galli.

By clearly comprehending this procefls, we are no
longer at a lofs to account for the frequent occurrence
of the ftate of Coma by the curative mode of Treat-
ment for the flomach, independently of any wview to
Coma: for the attion direfted to the cavity and
internal coat of the ftomach, muft ftimulate it to fome
degree of contraétion, and that contraétion muft com-
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prefs the nerves contained in its fubftance, their fluid
muft be forced upwards, the delcending fluid muft be
ftopped and gradually accumulated in the brain, and,
of courfe, a confiderable degree of preflure muft be
formed on it: if the number of healthy nerves be fuf-
ficiently great, and the procefs perfevered in for fome
time, the collefted fluid mufl induce flupor, and Coma

muft come on.

The ftate of Coma thus unintentionally produced,
may be fafely cherifhed and encouraged, becaufe it
indicates a healthy ftate of that part of the nervous
fyftem. During its continuance, the Coma removes
general irritability, and, in fome {flight cafes, will fre-
quently prove fuflicient to remove the caufe of feveral
diftrefling {ymptoms, or confiderably decreafe obflruc-
tions, dependant in great meafur€, on that particular
ftate of the nerves. In the prefent inftance, the
effefts of Coma may be confidered to refemble thofe
of opium, and other narcotics, with this effential
advantage, that it removes irritability without injuring
the fyltem; whereas narcotics of every kind, difeale
the flomach, and infenfibly deftroy the conflitution.

VOL. I. DD
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Coma, once produced, requires little or no atten-
tion: it continues for fome time, then gradually de-
creafes, and foon entirely difappears: a little heavi-

nefs may remain for a few minutes, which then goes
off entirely.

If the nature of the cafe fhould require it, the
Affiftant has it in his power immediately to remove
every veflige of it, only by bringing down from the
head the remainder of the fluid which he had carried
up, and relaxing the tightened nerves: it is however,

in general, more prudent to leave it to its own
courfe undifturbed.

It fhould be cautioully oblerved, that partially re-
moving the effeft, will frequently fubjeét the Prahi-
tioner to difgrace. Stupor and head-ache may at the
inftant feem to be totally removed, and yet, when the
nerves recover their fenfibility, may be feverely felt
by the patient during the abfence of the Affiftant, and
naturally imputed to the ignorance of the Praélitioner,
or imperfection of the Science. It fhould therefore be -
an invariable rule, never to quit fight of fuch patients
before the effects have perfettly terminated.
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Thus far we have taken a view of Coma in its
fimple ftate: we are next to confider it more exten-
ﬁvcly..

Coma may be complicated with Sleep ; that is, the
perfon may be in a Comatofe ftate, and afleep at the
fame time.

To comprehend this, it is neceflary to underftand
that all thé nerves in the body are fo wonderfully and
fo wifely conneéted with each other, that an impulle
carried on any one of them will be propagated to the
entire nervous f{yftem. Hence, thofe nerves which
muft be affected to induce Coma, being intimately
conneéted, in their paffage from the ftomach to the
head, with thofe of Sleep; the ftate of Sleep muft
come on with that of Coma, provided the nerves of
Sleep receive a fufficient impre{lion.

If the nerves of Sleep fhould be more delicate, more
pervious, or more healthy, than thofe of Coma, Sleep

will come on before Coma.

If the nerves of Coma, as well as thofe of Sleep, are
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delicate, healthy and unobftruéted, both ftates of Coma
and of Sleep may come on at the fame time.

If the nerves of Sleep are dull of fenfibility, or
fhould” be obflruted, Coma only will be induced,
without Sleep.

If the ftate of Sleep only fhould be produced by
Treatment, the benefit accruing from it will be trivial.

If the production fhould be. a mixture of Coma and
of Sleep, the laft will become an impediment to the

advancement of the Comatofle ftate.

If the Coma fhould be pure, it may admit of im-
provement.

In all fuch ftates of apparent ftupor, it is defirable
and fometimes material to afcertain whether it be pure
or not, which, by attending to the following rule,
we have within our power.

It is neceflary to obferve, that fome of the nerves
which run up from the ftomach over the face and
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occurring f{tate of ftupor, is valuable, and well wor-
thy a place in the memory of thofe who have the
Science at heart.

Thole who are in the habit of treating patients,
fhould be aware that the ftate of Coma, though
quiet and tranquil at its commencement, will {ome-
times become difturbed and troublefome by fudden
fpalms or fevere convulfions. Experience and reflec-
tion in fuch cafes are eflentially neceflary for the
Afliftant’s fupport, and for the relief of the patient, as
confufion would render him incapable of purfuing
the proper mode of Treatment.

Thofe fpafms or convulfions are occafioned by
fome fudden effett carried on the nerves; unexpeéted
noife, and fometimes mufic will produce them; and
in other fubje&s.muﬁc will induce a contrary effeét,
by calming fuch nerves as are already in a flate of
irritation : this however depends on the healthy or
difeafed ftate of fome particular nerves, and 1s foreign
to the fubjeét of our prefent confideration.

But the mofl gcnt‘ral caufe for fp&fms and convul-
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fions, during the ftate of Coma, is, the detachment of
difeafed particles, which being thrown off by the
exertion of Nature, atting vigoroufly to free herfelf
from the derangement during this period of quiet,
ftrike againft, or perhaps flick in, fome tender or
difeafed nerve in their paffage; the mufcles and
limbs, to which the injured nerve belongs, fuddenly
contratt, the effet is propagated to other parts
of the body, and the convullive contortions become
general.

The cool, unalarmed, and experienced Praltitioner
recolleéls, that the cure and removal of this derange-
ment is completely within his power, by feeking the
caufe and laying fmooth the contorted nerves, without
difturbing the Coma: but if the troublefome effetts
frequently recur, by taking off the Coma, the whole
train of fymptoms immediately [ubfide.

Thus we perceive, that the ftate of Coma, when
indicated by Nature during curative Treatment, and
judicioufly purfued, proves falutary; but wantonly
produced, it is not only in itfelf a Difeafe, but may
be followed by very dangerous confequences; for
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which reafon, fuch wanton produétion of Coma is
neither {afe nor allowable.

The appearances which announce the approach of
Coma are not uniformly fimilar in all, nor at all times
in any one fubject: fome figh deeply as: if greatly
opprefled, and after gaping two or three times, the
eyes become heavy, the upper lids fall, and are, by
repeated exertions, pulled up again; the head and
body appear tottering, as if unable to fupport them-
felves; at length, the eyelids clofe, and the perfon
falls infenflibly backwards.

Others fhudder a few times, become heavy and
giddy, and, without any previous fighing or gaping,
appear, with open eyes, ftupid and infenfible: whilft
others, with {carcely any previous notice, fall fud-
denly, as if by a violent blow.

The ftate of Coma is as uncertain in the length of
its duration, even in the fame fubjeét at different
times, as it has appeared to be in the {fymptoms of its
approach. This will be more fatisfattorily under-
ftood perhaps by examples:
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One of our brethren in this Science, a medical
man, who rarely required more than twenty mi-
nutes Treatment, to reduce him to the ftate of Coma,
after continuing infenfible for about the fpace of half an
hour, fometimes with, and at other times without, {pafl-
modic twitchings, generally opened his eyes with a
wild ftare; anfwered when fpoken to; and thnught
himfelf fo perfeétly recovered as to be able to walk ;
but could take no more fteps without falling than
the Operator chofe to permit him, and then fell
helplefs on the carpet.

A lady who was very anxious to feel the effedls of
Treatment, after near three hours of unremitted attention,
was at length thrown into a complete f{late of Coma
by one of our brethren. This long and violent exer-
tion had eftablifhed fo effeftually the neceffary pref-
fure on her nerves and brain, and produced in them
fo great an aptitude to the eftablithed law, that for
more than three weeks fhe was never out of Coma,
except when her brother and fifter, who were inftruéted
in the Science, occafionally decreafed the effeéts. The
lady was fond of mufic, and yet the firlt note fhe
heard on any inftrument; fo hurt her irritated nerves,

VOL. I. EE
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that it was found neceffary to remove her to a part
of the houfe where no fuch founds could be heard.
When thrown into the ftate of Coma, the lady laboured
under feveral obflruétions, all which gradually gave

way, and fhe at length awoke from her Coma in
good health.

By thefe examples it appears, how powerfully the
nerves and brain muft be affefted to induce the ftate
of Coma; confequently, that though fuch happy effetts
as thofe in the laft cafe, may fome few times arife
without being attended with bad confequences; yet,
that it is highly imprudent to run the rifk of in-
ducing that ftate, when Nature, or the neceffity of the
cafe does not require it.

The procels which 1 have defcribed is the regular
and general rule for producing the ftate of Coma: by
this procels you perceive that a certain degree of
preflure moft be formed on the front of the ‘brain;
and as this preflure may take place in the curative

procefs adapted to fome parts of the body, Coma
muft of confequence come on.
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The Stomach affords us one example, and the Head
gives us a fecond. There occur many cafes of ob-
{iruéted Wind in the Scalp, membranes of the Brain,
and of the Eyes, which require to be treated down-
wards towards the nofe or mouth; by which an inci-
pient Coma will announce itfelf. The inexperienced,
elate at this flattering appearance of marked effects,
are tempted to change their mode of Treatment, and
fly to the regular rules laid down for the produttion
of Coma; and the confequence generally is, that all
their flattering appearances vanith, and leave the
Afliftant exceedingly mortified and difappointed,
which a few moments’ reflettion would have obvi-
ated. For, as the firlt procels which caufed the pref-
fure was direfted from the fkull downwards towards
the nofe, and brought wind on the brain, it is evident,
that treating from the ftomach upwards muft pufh it
off again, and therefore completely remove the pref
fure which was about to induce Coma. To fucceed
then, it is clear that the procels which induced the
{fymptoms fhould be purfued, and not changed, until
the Coma is complete: then the procefs may be
varied as the Affiftant pleafes.
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This fhort fketch of the ftate of Coma leads us to
the termination of our prefent inftruttions, and will
enable the anxious Pratlitioner to reduce {o much
of the Theory to immediate Prattice.

The infant ftate of almeoft all difcoveries expofes
them to the ridicule of unbelievers; but this Science in
particular, as it militates againft the interefts of fo
many individuals, lies open to every afperfion which
fuch men can find pretext to load it with. To guard,
therefore, as much as poflible againit fuch afperfions, I
have formed for myfelf an invariable rule, never to
treat. any Female without the prefence of a third per-
fon. And I beg leave to recommend that rule to the
obfervance of every brother, until a more general ac-

ceptance of the Science fhall render fuch precaution
unnecellary.

Permit me, before we part for the prefent, moft

ftrongly to recommend to your attention the afflited
Poor.

Remember, that however humble their prefent ftate,
or circum{cribed their worldly wealth, they are our
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tellow-creatures, children of the f{ame Great Father,
and equal candidates for immortal blifs ; that poverty,
rightly ufed, will prove to 'thﬂm real riches.

Remember, that we are literally their Stewards, and
muft expeét to be feverely punifhed if we withhold
the food, and permit our fellow travellers to want,
ere yet the journey is accomplifhed.

We have now received for them another fteward-
fhip ; and it is our indifpenfable duty to prove faithful
to the truft: that when the morrow of this mortal life
comes on, and we arrive where rigid Juftice is a
{ftranger to Partiality, where Virtue only can purchafe
Mercy; where worldly honors appear to have been
but gilded baits to lure the heedlels to deftrution:
That then our undying Spirit, relcued from its drofly
mafk, may rife to Joys eternal ; that promifed, that
fure Reward of a life well fpent, fincere Repentance,
and real chriftian Charity, '
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I Flatter myfelf you are now convinced, that this
Science is of too exalted a nature to be trifled with
or defpifed: and I fondly hope, that even the fuper-
ficial fpecimen which you have thus far received, has
given you room to fuppofe it not a human device,
held out for the fportive gratification of the idle
moment, but a divine call from the Affeftionate
Creating Parent, inviting his rebellious children by
every perfuafive, by every tender motive, to renounce
the deftructive allurements of earthly influence, and
to perform the duties which he fent his Beloved Son
into the world to inculcate, as the only and effeétual
conditions on which the deluded fpirit in Man fhould
efcape future punifhment and enjoy eternal blifs.

The Apoftles received and accepted of thofe terms;
Difciples out of number embraced the doélrine ; and,
by example, by difcourfe, and by cures, influenced
the minds of the unthinking multitude, abforbed in
fin and rioting in obftinate difobedience.
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Again, the Almighty Father deigns to roufe his
children from that indifference to their impending
fate, into which the watchful Enemy omits no oppor-
tunity of enticing them.

To lead our Saviour from his duty, the Tempter
fhewed and offered him all this world's grandeur; fo
he daily, in fome degree, does to us. Our Saviour
fpurned him with contempt, and fo muft we,

Our bleffed Saviour, whofe Spirit was a flranger to
fin, cured by perfeét Spiritual and Phyfical Innocence,
and by an uninterrupted dependance on his Great
Omnipotent Spiritual Father. He never failed.

His chofen Apoftles cured by relinquifhing this
world and following Him. We have but one ex-
ample, that I can recolle, of their having failed;
and then Chrift told them what was neceflary to
enfure {uccefs.

The Difciples and the Followers of the apoftles
performed many cures; but how far they were
chequered by failures I am not informed.
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Paracelfus, Sir- Kenelm Digby, Sir Robert Fludd,
and feveral others, experienced fufficient power in
themfelves to verify the words of our Saviour; but
were foon deprived of what was only lent, to urge
them to feek for the Great Original Caufe, * Verily,
verily,” faid Chrift, * the works which 1 do, fhall
ye do alfo; and greater works than thefe fhall ye
do; for I go unto my Father.”

Valentine Greatrakes, by obeying the inftruétions
imparted to him by vifions, performed many cures;
but ceafing to look up to the Source, and giving way
to medical importunity, he adminiftered drugs, and
could  not expeét fuccefs.

Gafner, a moral and religious man, performed many
cures; he was fhut up in a convent through the
ignorance of his fuperiors, and the fuperilitious
blindnefs of the age he lived in; thence his progrefs

was trivial, though his dawnings feemed to promife
much.

Mefmer pillaged the fubjeét from Sir Robert Fludd,
and found to a certainty the exiftence of the power;
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undifpofed to attend to our Saviour’s information, he
preferred loadftones and magnetic ideas to the fervice
of the Great Author, and after performing feveral
accidental cures, his magnetiim and his errors fhared
the fate of his predeceflors.

Doétor D’Eflon, his partner, though a man of
firong reafon and impartiality, afcribed the power
which he experienced to the phyfical will of man; and
after performing fome cures he fell afleep.

At length, after fo many centuries of ignorance, it
has gracioufly pleafed the Almighty Father to draw
afide the veil, and difclofe his facred myfteries to this
favoured generation. And when I fhall be called
home, it will, I hope, appear that, for a bright and
halip}r certainty of ferving my God and living with
my Saviour, I pointed out to you, my Brethren, the
ﬁlﬁ]ighty’s real Science, and that path to heaven,
which Chrift, the only perfeét and fuccefsful one of
this lift, left to mankind as his laft teftament and
ineftimable dying gift.

But let us not overlook his words: * Take the
VoL, I FF
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beam from your own eye, before you attempt to
remove the mote from the eye of your brother:” or,
in other words, Succefsfully to cure your brother’s
body, you muft firlt learn to cure your own foul.

Let us fet out with this profpeét ; and we may reft
affured that the Ear of Heaven is as open to our
petitions, as the Eye of the Almighty is to the fin-
cerity of our heart. Here we fhall find the grand
arcanum, the fteady point d'appui, the philofopher’s flone,
and the omnia in wuno, by which we fhall ftand like
rocks, unfhaken through life’s tempeftuous ocean,

If we compare the inftruétions we have received
with the prefent ftate of worldly man, we fhall be
fhocked at the difference, and terrified at the fituation
of thofe who have not f{ufficient refolution to tear
afunder the chains which fhackle them to deftru&ion.

Our Saviour inculcated Humility, but the world
holds up oftentation, pride, and ideal confequence.

Refignation and paflive obedience to the Will of
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God, 1s the law of our Great Malfler ;—but Man fets
up revenge, honor, and all its rueful train of murders.

Our Saviour faid “ Watch and pray always, for ye
know not the hour when the Spirit of the Almighty
fhall convey your foul to judgment:” but Man fays,
“ My granaries are full, and my fortune is large;
foul, be at peace ; for I will riot and be merry.”

Our Saviour fays, “ When you are going to pray,
if you have anger or animofity to your neighbour,
go firft and be reconciled to him, and then come
and offer up your gift of devotion; nay, permit
not even one revolution of the fun to go down on
your refentment, left you fhould be called away to
judgment in that unforgiving ftate, and become con-
demned to punifhment:” but Pride, that enemy to
our falvation, fays, Support your confequence, and
defpife the delinquent until he has fufficiently atoned

for his fault.

Thus, heedlefs man is continually led away from
reftitude, until death ftares him in the face, and
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convittion, like a thunder-bolt, rufhes on “the unpre-
pared fpirit and_ blackens all its profpeéls.

If the ways of the thoughtlels and wicked were
deftruétive to themfelves only, the evil would be
fingle ; but alas! every individual, accurding to the

place he holds in life, is more or lefs looked up to
for imitation.

The fingle man, though unencumbered with a
family, influences by his example his companions and
dependants; whillt the parent's example is anxioufly
looked up to by his admiring offspring. Thus, both
ftates become rigidly refponfible for the effefts which
they produce on their fellow creatures by their lan-
guage or example: but what words can paint the
future agonizing fenfations of that parent, whole

crimes or imprudencies may have led his offspring
mnto torment.

Thus led into pungent conviétion, thus called to
the execution of our, duty ; thus gracioufly employed,
and continually watched by the all-feeing Eye of our
Omnipotent Creator; let us pray that we may be
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enabled to tear away every unwarrantable paffion; let
us trample on the Deluder and fpurn at his tempta-
tions; let us, in full and Chriftian forgivenefs, grapple
to our fouls with bonds of brotherly affettion, thofe
who may have offended us, even feventy times feven,
and pave the way for that glorious flight, on the
verge of which we are this very inftant flanding,
where never-fading joys await our happy arrival.

This is the purport of our Science; this is the
fecret which will lead us to perfetion; this is the
method of opening the eyes of the blind ; this is the
rule to work miracles by: and this is the road to fal-
vation, which our Saviour concifely delivered in the

Twelfth Chapter of St. Mark, in thefe words:

“ The firlt of all the Commandments is,

“ Hear, O Ifrael: the Lord our God is One Lord;
and thou fhalt love the Lord thy Gﬂr.li with all thy
heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy ftrength, and Him only fhalt thou
ferve.

“ This is the firft Commandment; and the fecond
is like; namely, this:
























