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THE COMMON WEASEL.——Mustela vulgaris.

Tux length of the Common Weasel is rather more than eight inches  Its body is long, and feet short: the teeth and claws are extremely sharp. Tts
colour is reddich brown above, white beneath, It is a quick, watchful animal, and a great enemy to rats, mice, moles, and small birds. [Itsometimes
palies fvce with partridges, young hares, rabbits, and chickens ; but it may be said to do more good than harm when the rats and mice, and other
vermin which it kills, are taken into account. Indeed the blame thriwn upon the Weasel for robberies in the farm-yard and hen-roost is often due to
the Stoat, or Ermine Weasel, which is a bold and destructive litl eeéature, The Common Weasel is an expert climber, and surprises birds in the nost,
sucks the eggs or carries off the young; but its chief objects of prey are the field-mouse and the mole. These it follows in their runs, finding its way
into small lioles, and among the close snd tangled herbage of coppice, thickets, and hedge-rows. It hunts by scent, when it loses sight of the object of its
pursuit, and will take the water and swim after it, if necessary. It is, however, itself, sometimes attacked by hawks. Mr. Bell® relates the following
fuct, which shows that viclence and rapine, evenwhen accompanied by superipr strength, are not always a match for the ingenuity of an inferior enemy.

At Bloxworth, in Darsetshire, a kite was seen to pounce on some ohject on the gronnd, and rise with it in its talons.  The kite, however, soon begun
to show signs of uneasiness, and was evidently endeavouring 1o firce from it with its feet something which gave it pain, when suddenly both fell to
the ground. The gentleman who had watched the cireumstanee, én drawing near, saw a Weasel, apparently unhurt, run away from the kite, which was
quite dead, with a hole eaten through the skin under the wingy and the large blood-vessels of the part torn through.” The Weasel will stoutly defend

her young, against any enemy, and die rather than desert them. The Weasel is mentioned in the Seriptures as an unclean animal.f

* Hritish Quudrupeds, Bvo. p. 145, 1837, t Lov. xi. 20
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THE ROEBUCK.— Cervus capireolus,

TuEe Roesuck, which is the smallest of the Deer kind, was formerly an inhabitant of Wales, and of the northern im-h of England;
but it is now very rare in these places, and is chiefly found in Scotland. It is fond of mountainous districts, while the Fallow-Deer
delights in wooded plains, and the Stag in extensive forests. It differs also from them in its domestie habits, being kind and constant to
its mate, as its choson campanion for life: 8o that,” as M Bell observes, ** the Turtle-Dove has no longer the exclusive claim to ba
considered as the honoured emblem of the virtue of conjugal constancy,” These animals are not often met with in large numbers, but
are seen two or three together they are extremely coutious, and make use of their fine sense of smelling, as well as hearing, to
warn them of an enemy. As they are quick at discovering the approach of man, one way by which their pursuer deceives t]:l.e.m, is
to hold some lighted peatin the hand, s the animals are scoustomed torthe smell, and less guarded in proceeding towands the spot. Their
ery has a sound between the bleating of a sheep and a bark ; at night this ery may be heard at a great distance. They are very
netive, and bound without much sceming effort across a space of nearly twenty feet.  When closely hunted, or suddenly startled, their
speed is wonderfully great, and the action of their body and limbs beautiful. The usnal method of killing them is to send hounds
into the woods, and men to beat the cavers; the tracks or passes being guarded by the shooters. Another mode sometimes adopted is to
walk quietly through their haunts in the early dawn, and endeavour to get within shot of them, which, huwever,..is ne easy matter.
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THE COMMON GREY PARROT.

Psittacus crythacus.

TuE species of the Parrot kind are very numersns, being widely spread over Asia and Africa, and some parts of America. The beauty of the
stenery in those warm countries in which l]:ll:'_'l' abound 13 much increased |!r_'|.' the tich waried ]P]ull:lll;_.’l‘1 and i!"-'i-"l}" movements, of the several birds of
this family, to which belong the Macaw, the Cockatoo, and the |‘:!Truqi.tbt. They live chicfly on fruit and seeds; though, when kept in a cage, they
will oceasionally eat both flesh and fish. The Parrot has four toes, twobefoze and two behind, with which it climbs, and which answer the purpese
of hands for holding its food, and carrying it 1o its mouth, in the same manner as squirrels and monkeys use their front paws. Thers is another
habit common to parrots: in climbing or ereeping they fasten by the bill, the upper division of which is moveable, and use their foet only as
secondary aids.

The bivd represented above is well known for its amusing ways in imitating the human voice. 1t listens with attention, and strives to repeat
words ; it dwells constantly on some syllables, which it has heard, and seems io set jtself tasks, endeavonring cach day to recollect its lesson. The
aceuracy with which parrots, after careful teaining, are known to utfer long sentences, 18 surprising.  Some curious instances of this are related in
Dingley's Animal Biography, and in other books. Ho gives a particular description of one which had been hought by a gentleman at Bristol for one
hundred guineas, and for which the purchaser was offered five hundred guineas a year, for the purpose of exhibition. Itwas a great talker, could whistle
a variely of tunes, and beat time with all the exactness of a scientific musician. Tts death was announced in the General Evening Post for October 9,
1802. 'Dr. Goldsmith tells a story of King Henry the Seventh’s parrot, which fell out of the window of a room in the palace at Westminster, into the
Thames, and at once called aloud, as it had heard people do, * A boat! twenty pounds for a boat 1" A waterman passing, took it up, and saved the
poor bird's life ; and, on a question arising s to the amount to be paid to the man as a reward for restoring the Parrot, it was appealed to, when it
wnstantly screamed out, “ Give the knave a groat!” Locke, in his Fssay on the Human Understanding, relates a still more extraordinary anecdote,
which is quoted by Bingley, of a conversation held with n Parrot in the Brazilian Language.

PBLIBHED UK DER Tilk DIBECTION OF TIE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL LITELATURE AND EDUCATION, AFPOINTED BY TILE SOCIETY Foit FPROMOTING CHRISTIAN ENOWLEDGI,

L ESEARL, PR RS S L






THE JERBOA.—— Dipus Gerboa.

Tiirs pretiy little creature is o native of Egypt, Barbary, Syrin, the enstern Deserts of Siberin, and some parts of Tartary, It is about eight inches
in length, is very active, and in moving, generally uses its hind legs only. On the approach of danger it takes high leaps, and by its great swiftness
often escapes powerful enemies, It is a lively, but timid animal, freds entirely on vegetables, and burrows in the ground like a tabbit. It is fond of
warmth, maling its bed of the finest and most delicate herbage ; and, wrapping itself up close in hay at the approach of cold weather, sleeps during
the greater part of the winter, The flesh is reckoned a delicacy by the Arabs, Some writers suppose that this is the * mouse™ of Holy Seripture,
in which it is spoken of as unclean,® and forbidden as an article of food. When the lords of the Philistines desired to make a trespass-offering, as an
acknuw]edgnmnt that t]'l?'!r had offended the God of Israel b:.- br]ng]ng His ark from its proper IJIME. their diviners Ehjﬂiﬂﬁ! the uﬂ‘rring of such imagea
it repl‘l."x{'!'lhlll the evils from which lllejl' were delivered. J'||.11|m|g these were ' five g,;ﬁ,;'[,_-“ mice,"—10 ]'.Fr'lﬂ-":,"{‘ﬂ of your mice that mar the lﬂl‘h‘]-"‘f
*This," says Bishop Patrick, * was also a custom among the ancient heathens, to conseerate to their gods such monuments of their deliverances
as represented the evils from which they were {reed.”

® Levit. xi. 29 : sop alan [=aiah lxvi IT. ¥ 1 Bam. vi. 4, 5.
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THE COMMON GOOSE.

Anas demesiicus.

Tne order of web-footed birds consists of those which are evidently caleulated for swimming, having their toes connected with a web extending nearly to the nails. Our comr

1 tame Govae
is of great service to man in various ways. It is valuable as an article of food, while its quills and feathers $erve many important uses; though

gh, since the general introduction of steel pens, its
quills are in less request in this country than they formerly were. Geese are kept in vast quantities in the fens of Lincolnshire, and are sent ience to London, when ready for market,
in droves of from two to nine thousand. Persons who keep flocks of these birds in the country generally pluck them for Feathers and quills four or five times in a year, and thus find them
very profitable.  The old geese submit with tolerable patience to this eruel operation, but the young ones are clamorous and unroly. mcnr;n.mum and others, living near commons, ean turn the
rearing of a few geese to good account. But besides the pecuniary worth of the Goose, it has certain qualities which ought to have secured it from the contempt in whiech, for its alleged
stupidity, it is often held: it shows constancy and affection, not only to its own specics, nud to other birda and animals, but particularly to man; and it is not improbable that these
FE::Q. which were known to the ancients, might have rendered it an object of high esteem, and occasioned its being consecrated to Juno, the queen of their idol gods. We learn from

ivy, that, 2230 years since, some of these bitds saved the citadel of Rome from the invasion of the Gauls, whoe during the night had nearly succeeded in obiaining an entrance w

walls,. But the gecse commenced a loud cackling, and awakened the Romans in time to foree the enemy to retire.

"
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THE CAPE BUFFALO.——Bos Caffer.
Tiis animal is of the Ox tribe: it is a native of South Afriea, and iz well known among the inhabitants of that country for its savage disposition
and enormous strength.  Happily, as agricultuve and population have been extended, this creature has become less an abject of terror than formerly

among the natives and settlers of the Cape colony ; but it still finds a shelter in the large forests and jungles of the eastern distriets. Skulking in one of

a
these jungles, the Buffalo watches the traveller, ps he is pas 1es out upon him.  In this way, when in o mischievous temper, he will
at if one of thess Buffaloes kills & man by tossing

o
-
u.m.m.._.m_. i m“_m_.n_.u. of men with _“._.:...“m1 __._..._..m_a.m. _”# u.ﬂ m._r._”..._._. _u”_. the Swedish a._..:.‘.._..._.mﬁ..n m_._hpﬂﬂn:m.z . and n_._._-..._..u. _“_.._.
and goring him with its horns, it will stand over him for a long time, trampling upon him with its hoofs, pressing him with its knees, mangling the body
It appears, however, that the animal shows this shecking ferocity chicfly

..l..
when in a state of irmtation, at certain sessons of the year, or when it has been provoked by hunters. The Hottentots pursue this dangerous and
i It is s=id, that the

dreadful sport en foot, and, from their lightness and activity, generally succeed in escaping injury and despatching their prey.
hide of this Buffale is so thick and tough, that, in some parts, & common musket-ball will not penctrate it. Tin is therefore mixed with lead in preparing
ewing in the mire. Tts flesh is lean, but juicy, anid of a high flavour. The Hattentots

suddenly

with its horns, and stripping off the skin withrits rough aud prickly to

the balls designed for this purpose, Like the hog, it 15 fond of w
cut the flesh into slices, smoke it, and broil it on the coals,  The strongest snd best _.._._.c:,...“.._ for harness are made of the bide,
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THE TURKEY.—Meleagris Gallopavo.

: 1zeful bird waz not known in Europe till about three hundred years ago, when it was brought from America to France, It was imported into England in the reign of Henry the
Eightl, and soon beesme a favourite article of food, especinlly at the Christmas season.  Turkeys are reared in great numbers in Norfolk, Sulfolk; Devonshire, and some other counties, whence
they are sent tothe London markets. In their wild state, in North America, Torkeys herd togother in large flocks, but, lika the native Indians, they are cvery year becoming more scarce,
._._.._..__.“H_h baen deiven from their former hounts _.__..._. those who have taken _._Ex..a.....kxm:.:_ __"___m the land. Severe ..:.x...m—_._m_ﬂ_... 18 exercised in these floeks .___..u. "__m. ald —.mn_"m_,..._. H._...__.._.m:..:___.qu.__.. the males, which
seem to govern the youngers with great authority. * The voung males,” says Bishop Stanley, © are called gobblers, and are compelled to live by themselves ; for if they venture to approach
their seniors, they are sure of being severely punished : many are killed on the spot by re sented blows on the skull.” The hunting of birds of this species is a frequent vsion of the
natives of Canada. When they have discovered a number collected together, they send a ..,__in_-ﬂ._,.m_._m___ dog into the midst of them, The birds no sooner perceive their enemy, than they make ofl a1

apeed, and with such swi tness, s 1o leave the _.,m_"__...-_._ behind., He however follows, and at lust forces them to take shelter in a teee, where they sit exhousted, a d m._._...:“_._h_:_h of further exertion,
till the hunters knock them down with long poles, one after another, Their food consists chicfly of “acorns, berrics, and insects. The male bird is proverbially of an angry and excitble dig-
position.  The female is generally more mild and gentle ; she is often seen with a large family around ber ; but, though so large and powerful a creature, s gives them very little protection

l

against the attacks of any mischievous animal that comes in her way. She warns them to take care of themselves, but does not, like the common hem, willingly encounter danger for their sakes.
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THE COMMON DUCK.——Anas Boschas, ( Domestic variely. )

This is one of the tribe of swimmers. There are many u_"u_..nmui of the Duck ; but the bird _...._":._"_...._...:._";“_. nbove is g0 fumilinr to all that it 15 not necessery 10 describo it. 1t AP PeArS, fram
the statements of good naturalists, that eottagers and others who rear ducks would do well to prevent the young ones from swimming until they are more than a month old, water not being
necessary for them for some time; and that the ducklings should be fed upon barley-meal, or curds, and kept in a warm place st night.  Of ull peaple in the world, the Chinese are ssid to be the
most skilled in the management of poultry, particularly of ducks; many persons at Canton earning their livelihood merely by bringing them up: some buy the ezgs and trade with them ; some
liateh them in ovens, andothers attend on’ the voung ones, Ducks, like peese, have o strong gense of affection ; in illustration of which, Bishop Stanley tells the following pleasing anecdote = —'* A
H__.E.W,____ man liad a very fierce and noizy house dog, within the length of whose chain it would have been dangerous for a stranger to have ventured ; but, notwithstanding his apparently savage
_n_..mm__:!:.c:. a brood of ducklings, reared in the yard in which he wos kept, soon became so fond of him, that whenever, from lis barking, they apprehended danger, they would rush towards him
for protection, and seek shelter in his kennel.”
The same writer concludes his histery of Dacks with an account of the decoys, which are formed of wi
Decoy Ducks, and dogs trained for this purpose, vast numbers of wild fowl are taken every year.
LITHILATY Wil AND EBUCATION, APPOINTED BY THE ROCIETY ¥l i MOTING CHBIETIAY KNGWLEDTR.
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-work and netting, anel by means of which, ____:.:._.m___. the mp_.._m. of tame birds enlled
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THE SWORD-FISH.——Xiphias Gladius. .

Tiis is a large and powerful fish, sometimes weighing a hundred pounds and more, It is found in the Mediterranean. It will attack almost any living creature that
happens to fall in its way. It derives its name from the formidable weapen, of the substanee of bone, which extends like a sword from iis upper jaw, and with which
it ainwcu.a its prey. The Sword-Fish and whale are said often to come ta battle ; and the only protegtion which the whale has against his enemy, is to dive to the
bottom, in order o protect the under part of his body, or else to swim away, and so escape.  The force with which the Sword-Fish uses its tremendous wenpon is
astonishing, In 1725, when hia Majesty's ship Leopard, after her return from the coast of Guinea and the West Indies, was refitted for the channel service, in steipping
off her sheathing, the shipwrights found in tho lower pact of the vessel a portion of the sword or snout of one of these fish, On the outside this was rough, and not
unlike seal-skin; the broken end appeared like coarse ivory. The weapon pointed from the ship's stern towards the head ; the fish must therefore have followed and
overtaken the ship while sailing, It had Jrenotrated the sheathing, an inch thick, possed through the planking, three inches thick, snd beyond that four inches into the
timber. The workmen declared that, with a hammer of a quarter of a hundred weight, it would have required nine blows to drive in a substance of the same kind,
although the fish had effected it by o single thrust.

The eaptain of an Bast-Indiaman, in & letter to Sir Juseph Banks, gives an account of a similar attack upon his own ship, so that the whole length of the sword was
embedded in the ship.
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THE COMMON RAT.

Mus Decumeanis.

Tur commen brown Rat is now so generally met with wherever man dwells, that its original country cannot be ascertained, although there is
reasont to believe that it comes from o warmer countey than our own. It was probably brought hither by mesans of merchant vessels from some
Southern or South-Eastern conntry; Pennant imagines from the Fast Indies. ]i‘n Paris it made its appearance about the middle of the eighteenth
century, and in Englind some years earlier. It is sometimes. by a strange mistake, called the :’iurwrt;r Rat, as if it had been an -:urig]'.nat native of that
country ; whereas, when the name was first applied to it, this ereature was not known even to exist in Morway. Iis habits are mischievous and offensive,
enusing serious injury to the property of the farmer, the merchant, the tradesman, and the mariner; and infesting equally the dwellings of the rich
and poor. 'We find, to our cost, that it will cat almost anything it ean get; and after eating its fill, will carry off provisions to its retreat. The
sepresy of its pluce of abiode, between the wolls of houses, and under the flooring of gellars, and its ingenuity in avoiding detection, render it a difficnlt
enemy to dislodge; particularly as young ones are produced, from time to time, in large numbers. Mr, Bell says, * It digs with great faeility and
vigour, making its way beneath the floors of our houses, and often excavating the foundations of a dwelling to o dangerous extent. Thers are instances
of Rats fatally undermining solid masonwork, or burrowing through dams which had for ages served to confine the waters of rivers and canals™
Their ravages on the carcases of horses, in the horse slaughter-house at Montfaugon, near Paris, are said to be astenishing, An official report
to the French government stated, * that the carcases of horses killed in the course of a day, (and these sometimes amounted to thirty-five,) are found
the next morning picked to the bone”*  There are some good traits in this animal which are ealled forth by kindness; and it has frequently been
tamed. In a la cime, eontaining, cats, rats, rabbits, gu'mea-Fi,E"H. starlings, an owl, a hawk, and several small birds, five fine brown rats were seen,
in Pebruary 1843, nestling for warmth under a handsome brindled eat, which was watching and accommodating them as if she had been their
mather. This interesting collection is called ** The happy family.” The Rev. Mr. Ferryman, of Iping, Sussex, saw a number of black Rats (a
different species from the above) migeating from one place to another. Among them, or rather in the rear, was "an old blind Rat which held a piece

of stick at one end in its mouth, while another Rat had hield of the atier end of it, and thus conducted his blind companion.” This ancodote is told
by Mr. Jesse, from the information of Mr. Ferryman.

* See Jeser's Glennings, Second Sericn.
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THE FLAMINGO.—— Pheenicoplerus ruber.

Tuis is a very extraordinary bird. Its legs are of a great !englh._aml ) s[nn:.iler tha} at a little diche the one I::g on which it umnl}y mnds_ is
not easily seen, and the bird seems stationary in the air. It hatches its eggs, sitting astride on a nest of raised -!_nrlli._nﬂ its long legs provent its adopting
any other pasition for that purpose. The common species, represented above; is sometimes more than six feet in height, and above {‘u_ur {ect long from
the bill to the tail. Its plumage varies in colour, ncearding to the age of the bird. In the thind year, when it is full-grown, the back is qfllrpl.ll.'p o I'Eﬂ‘-:
and the wings of a bright rose colour. Bishop Stanley, in his aceount of the Flamingo, notices the ¥ almost broken and deformed appearance of the beak,
and the manner in which the creature fecds, by turning its head, and scooping up the soft substances on which it preys, using the ? er mandible as a
sort of spoon.  These birds were onge known on the coasts of Europe, but are now chiefly found in America, and eertain parts of Africa. In some Ff
the wild and solitary tracts of Ameriea, they live in a state of society, which eannot but exeite our wonder. It is said that they are Hl"?'{l!- met with in
flucks, and that they form in file for the purpose of fishing, having quite a soldier-like appearance. They are aceustomed to establi sentinels for
common safety : and whether reposing in ranks, or fishing, one of them always stands on the watch with his head erect. If any thing alarms him, he
sets up a cry like the sound of a trumpet, when the flock moves off with great rapidity, but in a settled order of flight. The ancient epicures admired
the flesh of the Flamingo, especially its tongue ; but the tongue is said to be oily, and of an unpleasant flavour to modern palates. Attempts have been
made to domesticate this bird, hut in our climate it soon langnishes and dies.  One of them a lex by an accident, and afterwards walked with the

other, 'uﬂ-linl; its bill and neck like a cruteh.  The down is uscful. “The Indians moke bonnets of the foathers, The Surdinians form the bone of the leg
into a fute.
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THE SYRIAN GOAT.— Capra Hircus, var.

Tue general appearance and hahits of the Gont ars noarly the same in all countries. It loves to fH!'Ii an the tops of hills, and Plffﬂl’ﬁ the lll!"'i'l'ltl‘fldl and
rugged parts of mountains. It finds sufficient nourishment on dry and barren spots.  Goats are so active, that they leap with ease among the precipitous
rocks uli the country which they inhabit. They render great service to mankind ; their fesh being salted for winter provision, and their milk s used for
the making of cheeses.  The flocks in which they congregate are from ten io twenty in number. The Syrian (Goat is distinguished by its long pendolous
cars, which, according to Russeoll, in his Matural History of J'Lh*pi:n, are somelimes upwa rds of a foot in 1&'||Ft|l.

Dir. E, D. Clarke, on his road from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, met an Arab with a goat which he led about the country for exhibition. He had tanght
this animal, while he accompanied itsa movements with a song, to mount upon little eylindrical blocks of wood, placed suceessively one above the other,
and in shape resembling the dice-boxes helonging to a bnckgammmll—ml:ie,‘ * In this manmer,” says he, * the (foat stood first upon the top of one eylinder,
then upen the top of two, and afterwards of theee, four, five, and six, until it remained balanced upon the top of them all, elevated several feet from the
ground, and with all its feet collected upon a single point, without throwing down the disjointed fabric upon which it stood.  The practice is very ancient,
It is also noticed by Sandys, Nothing can show more strikingly the tenacious footing possessed by this quadruped, upon the jutty points and crags of
the rocks: and the eireumastance of its sbility to remain thus poised may render its appearance less surprising, as it is sometimes seen in the Alps, and
in all mountainous countries, with hardly any place for its feet, upon the sides, and by the brink of the most tremendous precipices.  The diameter of the
upper cylinder, on which its feet ultimately remained until the Arab had finished his ditty, was only two inches, and the length of each cylinder was
six inches.™
l-"n-q[uent reference is made in Scriptore to the Goat. Jacob, by the direction of Rebecea, fetched * two good Lids of the Goats,"® to dress for his

father Isase.  * The high Lills are a refuge for the wild Goats.” +  In the Proverbs we find an allusion to their milk.} Under the Mosaic law the Goat
was selected and offered in sacrifice, as typieal of the death of Christ.

* (Gen, xxvii. & 1 Psalm civ. 18 i Prov. xxvii. 27,
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THE REDBREAST.——Sylvia Rubecula.

Wiio is not acquainted with Robin? and who does not wish to know more of its habits? Some of the earliest rhymes which we loved to hear in
childhood are about this interesting little bird. We see it in the field, the wood, and the garden ; and there is scarcely a hedge without a Redbreast.

The whole length of the bird is five inches and three quarters. In summer it feeds on worms, various insects, fruil, especially eherries, and such berries

as it can find. In winter it appeals to man, in its own gentle, yet confident manner, for food ; for in that dreary season, when the ground is covered with
snow, and worms are difficult to be got at, and there is no fruit, and berries are scarce, it is glad to receive a welcome in a hospitable country-house, or
a nice snug cottage, and to be inviled to share the crumbs which are freely thrown for it to pick up. With a full dark eye, and 5i-ie_lon§atum of the
head, and sagacious inquiring look, enters Robin, while the family are at breakfast: they see him with pleasure, and scarcely stir till he has gained

more confidence : this he soon does, when kindly weleomed ;
& then hopping o'er the floar,

Eyes all the smiling family sskance,

And pecks, and starts, and wonder where he fa.'*

The west of the Redbreast is formed of moss and dried grass, lined with hair, and sometimes a few feathers. The eggs are from five to seven in number,
white, spotted with pale reddish brown. As to his singing, White of Selborne tells us that * Redbreasts sing all lh.mug%t the spring, summer, and autumn.
In the two former seasons their voices are drowned, and lost in the general chorus. In the latter their song becomes distinguighable " The notes are
sweet and plaintive, but not powerful. Be it known, however, to our young readers, that there is one quality in the Redbreast for which ho must be

blamed : be is too much in the habit of fighting with other birds, .

* Thomeon.
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THE QUAIL.

Perdie Colurniz.

Tins is the smallest bird of the poultry tribe. Tt is woll-known in Europe, but migrates, en the approach of cold weather, to o warmer climate,
proceeding to the African const, and as far as Arabia and Persia. 1t is a cotirageous and quarrelsome bird. Taking advantage of these qualities, the
Athenians of old diverted themselves with the exhibition of Quail-fighting ; but they abstained from cating the flesh.  "We, on the contrary, esteem this
bird a delicacy, but never encourage it to fight,

Modern travellers illusteate the account given in the Seriptures af the vast numbers of Quails, and the mode of drying them for food.  After referring
to the book of Numbers xi. 31, 82, the reader will perose with interest the following extract from Stade’s Travels in Turkey :—* Near Constantinople,
in the autumn, the sun is often nearly obssured by the prodigions ﬂigh[ﬂ of (huails, which alight on the consts of the Black Sen, near the B horus, and
are caught by means of nets spread on high poles, planted along the eliffs, some yards from its cidge ; against which, the birds, exhausted by their passage
over the sea, strike themselves and fall.  In October 1529, the Sultan sent orders to his admirnls to eateh fourinndred dozen; in three days they were
collected, and brought to him alive, in small eages.” The Egyptians take them at harvest-time by thousands in nets, and, having stripped off ﬁ?&ir feathers,
dry them in the burning sand, after which they are worth but one penny & pound. The ohject of the Taraelites, therefore, in spreading them round the
camp, wis to dry them. The Psalmist, in his exhortation to praise God for {-.1';. providential care of the lsruelites, by feeding them in the wilderness, says:
*The people asked, and He brovght quails, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven.” ®

* Paalm ev. 40
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THE COERMORANT. Carbo Cormoranus.

Turse birds are found on many of our sea-consts, nnd are eommeon in the isles of Seotland.  They build their nests on the highest parts of the cliffs that
hang over the sea. They are pruv\'(‘r'l.liﬂ.l for their voraeity, each Cormorant devouring three or four pounds of fish a day, which is about half the average
woirht of the bird. Like most birds ]i'\.'i::l:lg on fish, however, iis |.|;-,_|rc':t|:i||1'| 1] f‘?{t]’l‘lrll']j' :I'J'I-E:I;I:i1 and it l'l!"f]l-l-ift'!l H | |3Tﬂ]“i”'i'-“l=-h|}' !-'l-f",_.'_'l?'r 3“]"'[-"}' of food. IF
deprived of this, it soon dies, On the Western coast of the Hebrides, in severe gales, when no fish are to be got, these poor birds are to be seen huddled
together in their caves and erovices, ]H"ri.hlli.l'l.;,{ with ]’““.‘-'.':'T- The talent for fishing |1r:-!-¢:n;'!w|'l:|. l||_'.' some of this :.p:-t'i-:s is turned _1!! ..,,"‘ilill.'l"i ilf'“_"“'lilt Ii'j" the
erafty Chinese fisherman, who fastens an iron ring round the bird's neck, so that it cannot swallow: thus prepured, he sits quietly in his bout till he e
fish, when the bird is tossed into the waters it presently rises with the fish, which is taken out |||1r the boatman, who then waits for !LTIU'-]H_" chance. Thus
it appears that the Cormorant may be easily tamed. ~ Bizhop Stanley mentions a eouple which were kept as *“pets,” and were found to be quiet encugh except
when EH.'L':'M!':! 11_-; ]11:|r|'u;:'r. One |,'|,'|_:.' n gﬂ-u{]q_man: servant, who went in to loak ot 1|11'n1, had on o !:lil.i]‘ of red '|'I|tl5]1 |:|nf¢'1‘-l.‘.|'|l.'.-lJ which Il]ﬁfﬂ.l‘tt]‘r' t‘nug]ﬂ‘, their
attention. These they probably mistook for raw meat, which was their ordinary food : they conseqguently made such a furious charge upon the poor young
man, that the owner was obliged to attack them with a stick, and cven then could not keep them off without t]'r“if_"l.|.|.1l‘|.'. ThL"‘f were at lost sent away

for killing a favourite pointer.
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THE GOLDEN EAGLE.—— dgquila Chrysactos.

Tu1s rapacious bird is found in various 11:11-!;3 of Europe, building its nest in clefts of rocks, or on lﬂf'-{' trees, and sweeping the country round in search

of the living animals on which it feeds. It is met with in North America, and s said to be also an in abitant of Asia Minor and North Africa. It is
](mpm-l}- classed among Dritish birds, as it is occasionally seen in some pdrts of England, and i_s more comman in Seotland, and the chui:uh isles.
Mr. Mudie, in his * Feathered Tribes of the British Islands,” mentions * the higher glens of the rivers that rise on the south-cast of the Grampians, the
high cliff called Wallace’s Craig, on the northern side of Lochlee, and Craiz Muskeldie,” s places frequented by the Golden Eagle. The flight of this
bird is very majestic and pc;-.-.-u?[n!. Mounting to n great height, it descends upon its wietim with overwhelming rapidity a“,'-:l force, and, if it be not too
hua'-_-;, bears it off in its talons to its nest. This nest iz a flattened platform, sey eral feet square, and consists of strong sticks !'nsL_q:nud 'I:ﬂgn.-r_]:._-r_ The
length of o full-grown male Engle is nearly three feet ; the femnle is still Jarger. From the great strength and size of the bird, it preys with ease on
fawns, lambs, hares, and other game, sometimes on fish, but rarely on any thing which it finds dead. One of them boldly descended in the sight of some
gportemen in the neighbourheod of Ben-Lomond, and, notwithstanding their shouts and threats, carried off & Red Grouse which they had slightly wounded,

The female bird iz said to be very attentive to her young ones, until they are able to take cars of .Llwmsr.-l-n;-s, Ttu" a!lltﬂiqnf. to the Eagle in the Bible
are froquent. Grod's eare of His people is set forth, in the song of Moses, under the following similitude: © As an Enagle stirreth up her nest, futtereth
over her young, spreadeth abroad Lcr wings, taketh them, bearcth them on her wings ; so the Lord alone did lead him." ®

* Dent. xxxil. 11, 12.
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THE PEREGRINE FALCON.—— Falco peregrinus.

Tw1a species iz called Peregrine, from a Latin word signifying a forelguer, becauss it has been found in very distant parts of the w?rhl- The Peregrine
R T ..‘-'E‘t!aad than in England, In th[f.wumr}- it makes its nest on the high c]iffa near the Needle Bncks. in tha_[slg of Wight.
Tt is met with in Devonshire and Cornwall, and iz said to be also an inhabitant of rocky sitnations in Ireland. It is this species whieh is generally
used at the present day by persons who still oeeasionally fn:rsur-. the diversioh of hawking,—an ancient sport, in which one bird is tanght to attack

destrov others.  [ts extraordinary powers of flight, as we | as its habits, are thus illustrated by Walton, in his * Complete Angler: "—* In the air, T;{
neble, generons Faleon ascends to such n height as the dull eyes of beasts nud fish are not able to reach to; their bodies are too gross for soch hi
elevation ; but from which height 1 can make her to deseend by a word from my mouth, which she both knows and cheys, to accept of meat from my hand,
to own me for her master, to go home with me, and be willing the next duv to afford me the like recreation.” So many were honest Tzaak Walton's
excellences, that his indifference to the sufferings undergone by animals for the amusement of ** the contemplative rham,” cannot bt strike the thoughtful
reader of his work, The female Peregrine is called the Falcon, from her grenter sige, power, and courage, and is usually flown at herons and ducks : the
male Peregrine, being much smaller, sometimes pme-third less, is called the Tercel, or Tiercel, and is more frequently flown at partridges, magpics, 8.
The whole length of a full-grown Peregrine Falcon is from fifteen to eighteen inches, Sir John Scbright, in his Observations on Hﬂ"klﬂg;-* 5-32
that a well-stocked heronry, in an open country, is necessary for this sport, which may bejwitnessed in its greatest perfection at Didlington, in Morl:
the seat of Lord Berners, formerly Colonel Wilson. \
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Phocena Communis.

THE COMMON PORPOISE.

Axtmars of the kind called Cefacen, such as whales, dolphins, and porpoises, living as they do in the sea, were formerly arranged under
the ovder of fishes; nnd even Linnmus, following Ruy, classes them so; but their structure and habits, when seientifically considered,
entitle them to a place among British quadrupeds, inusmuch as these creatures bave all the essential characters of mammilerots animals
they have warm blood, and a e:-u:uf:-ll.'l-.' double cirenlation ; they breathe the air by means of troe ;UH"_.N{ tl-H-'_\' biring forth their Young llii"ﬁp
and nourish them tenderly and esrefully with their m The Porpoise is the most common of the class of Cefgesa in our seas. Its
name is derived from the Fremeh, Porgpoisson, which answers to the term sometimes given to it, of Sea-Hog, or Hog-Fish. These
animals make their appearance in herds of various numbers, playing and tmbling with much agilitcy. On the approach of a storm, when
the sea beging to be disturbaed, t::{-}' Ay b seen |_:|5.'i||;_l: their pastime, &e if 1:I|ju:.'il1g that state of the ccean which s &0 r.h:mlcning to the
helpless mariner. They then show their black backs ubove the sucfuge, and either in sport or pursuit of their prey, sometimes leap out of
the water, The I"m'pl_r'm.l_- is found in several latitudes, amd -:']:41*[[_'. [requents our coasis in the Autumn and Eprillg. On the western coasts
of Ireland, and among the Western Ielands of Scotland, they ave met with in vast numbers. They ascend our rivers in_pursnit of fizh,
and have frequently been seen in the Thames above London-bridge, They are sometimes eaught for the sake of their oil.  Two were taken
in the Warcham river, which together yielded sixteen gallons. One of them was found to have milk, which tasted salt and fishy. The
total I.I'.']:IKI.E:I of the ]"u|]1n:sim' is from four to i:i.gh.l. feel.
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THE SKY-LARK.——dlauda arvensis.

ArrL the members of the Lark tribe are musical. The Wood-Lark has a sweet and plaintive tone, but its voice has neither the power
nor the variety of the Sky-Lark, which is more generally known, being an inhabitant of most, if not all, the countries of Europe.
“ In early spring,” says Mr. Yarrell, “its n-hr:ert'uzf and exhilarating song, fresh as the season, is the admiration of all. The bird risea
on quivering wing, almost perpendicularly, singing as he flies, and gaining an elevation that is quite extraordinary ; yet so powerful
is his voice, that his wild joyous notes may be heard distinetly, when the pained eye can trace his course no longer. An ear well
tuned to his song can even then determine by the notes, whether the bird is still aseending, remaining stationary, or on the descent.
When at a cousiderable height, should a hawf; appear in sight, or the well-known voice of his mate reach his ear, the wings are closed,
and he drops to the enrth with the rapidity of o stone. Occasionally the Sky-Lark sings when on the ground ; but his most lively
strains are poured forth during flight; and even in confinement, this would-De tenant of the free air tramples his turf, and flutters hus
wings while singing, as if muscular motion were with him a necessary accompaniment to his music.”

The food of this bird consists of grain, seeds of grasses, various insects, and worms. The nest is generally placed on the ground,
sheltered by a tuft of herbage, or a clod of carth; the eggs ate four or five in number, of a greyish-white, tinged with green, and
mottled with darker grey and ash-brown. The parent-birds are strongly attached to their young : instances are known, not anly of 0
Sky-Lark encountering danger for the sake of its helpless brood, but removing the eggs to some other spot for safety.
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THE TURTLE-DOV E.——Columba Turtur.

Tae Tunrne-Dove is ene of the smaller species of this |J|t~a,5ing family, to which l:c]ung all the different varieties of the common pigmn, the
earrier-pigeon, and many others.  Its note is tender and plaintive. 1t is very kind and constant to its mate, and has often been adduced as an
emblem of domestic affection. Tt builds its nest with & few dry sticks in the boughs. The Dove iz spoken of in many 1;.*.115 of the Bible.
Noah sent a Dove out of the ark, to ascertain whether the waters of the flood had abated.* The Dove was accounted clean by the law of
Moses, und was appointed, on certain occasions, as an offering to the Losd. Thus, we read of “a pair of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons.”+ It
formed one of the articles of merchandise which were improperly allowed to be sold in the Temple at Jerusalem; the traffie in them, within the
courts of God's house, having called forth the hbly indignation of His blessed Son.} The Psalmist says of those who are restored by God's merey
to goodness and happiness, that * they shall be as the wings of & dove, covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold E" and in his troubles
ho said, “Oh that 1 had wings like a dove! for then would 1 flee away, and be at rest."§  The Jews, when lamenting the calamities they were suffer-
ing for their sins, are represented by lsaiah, as mourning * sore like doves.” In the above three passages the inspired writers have used similitudes
taken from the beauty of plumage, the rapidity of flight, and the plaintiveness of voice Eu:l:uhur to these birds. And as to the gentleness of
their dispesition, Christ, in giving his disciples rules of conduct, when in the midst of their enemies, said, “ Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and
harmless as doves ;7 || that is, Act with the prudence and watchfulness of serpents, but cultivate at the same time the innocence and simplicity of
the Dove.

* (Gien. vii. B, . + Luke §i. 24, 1 Mot xxi. 12 § Pealm Iv. 6. I Matt. x. 16
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THE HADDOCK.— Gadus FEglefinus.

Trs fish is almost as well known as the common cod ; and from the quantities taken round the coast, and the ease with which the flesh can be preserved, it is
o fish of great value. Besides frequenting the coast of Great Britain, the Haddock may be traced nearly all round the shores of Treland. The largest seen for
some years past, was taken in Dublin Bay, it having weighed sixteen pounds. The most common weight of a Haddock is from two to four pounds. Haddocks
swim in innumerable shoals. Along the Eastern coast, from Yarmouth to the Tyne, they are caught with long-lines and hand-lines. The most attractive baits
are picces of herring or sand-launce.  Along cur Southern shore they are frequently taken with the trawl-net. Their food is small fish of various kinds. Some
which were .r.n._.__ﬂ confined in & sall-water preserve, became so tame, that :._nd_. ate _F...mun._“uq one after ﬂ.n_._v._“._._ﬁﬂ__ from the hand. Mr. ...:._._..._u.__. in his H mMn_..__.J_._ of British
Fishes, has the following remarl in allusion to the name of Ones, or Asinus, which is supposed to have been given by the ancients to this fish. ** The dark mark
on the shoulder of the J_E.n_.ﬁr very frequently extends over the back, and unites with the patch of the shoulder on the other side, forcibly reminding the observer
of the dark stripe over the withers of the ass. The superstition that assigns the mark on the Haddeck to the impression left by St. Peter with his fingor and
thumls, when he teok the teibute-money ® out of a fish of this species, has been continued to the whole race of Haddocks ever since the miracie, and may possi Iy
have had its origin in the obvious similarity of this mark on the zame part of the body of the Haddoek, and of the humbie animal whieli bore the Spviour. 1hat
the reference to St. Peter is crroncous, is shown by the fact, that the Haddock does not exist in the sea of the country in which the miracie was ?i".ujsﬁ_._.;
superstition would not: have been alluded to here, but for the circumstance of the Haddock being sometimes ealled St. Peter's fish,

® Malt, xvil. 27,
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THE COMMON TROUT.—Salmo Fario,

Tug Trout is a well-known inhabitant of most of the pivers and lakes of Gireat Britain. It is n voracious foeder, but so vigilant, cautious, and active, that much
skill and patience are necessary for taking it. Its food gen erally consists of flies, though worms and small fish are eagerly devoured by ir. Mr. Stoddart, a writer
-on Angling, mentions an interesting experiment, which was made some years ago in the South of England, in order to ascertain the effect of different kinds of food
on this fish.  ** Some Trout were placed in three separate tanks, one of which was supplied daily with worms, another with live minnows, and the third with those
emall dark-coloured water-flies which are to be found moving about on the surface under banks and sheltered places, The Trout fed with worms grew slowly, and

had a lean r_,_w_E___...EnE those nourished on minnows, at which they darted with great voracity, became much larger; while such as were fattened upon flies enly

attained in a short time prodigious dimensions, weighing twice as much o8 both the others together,” although the quantity of food swallowed by the fly-eaters was
not so great.  Trout sometimes reach a vast size, and are said to live to a great age. One was caught at Salisbury, in January, 1822, ina _..d_._p_w stream, branching
from the Avon, which weighed twenty-five pounds ; but this was an extraordinary specimen. They are met with of good size in the Thames near Kingston andd
Hampton Court, Shepperton and Chertsey. Somedeep pools in the Thames above Oxford afford excellent Tront, * Few persons,” says Mr. Yarrell, *“are aware of
the difficulty of taking a Trout, when it hus attained twelve or fourteen pounds weight: it is very seldom that one of this size is hooked and landed except by

Such a fish, when in good condition, is considered a present worthy of a place at a royal table.” The Trout is fond of its own partieular
and the peasants, in Devonshire and clsewhere, frequently cateh the fish with their hands, the water being rendered turbid. This they call

a first-rate fishen
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THE COMMON CARP.— Cyprinus Carpio.

It is not known when Carp were first brought into England, but they are mentioned in the * Boke of St. Albans,” which was printed by Wynkyn de Worde, in 1496, The old
couplet is certainly incorrect, which says,

“Tarkies, Corps, Hops, Pickerell, and Baer,
Came into England all in one year,"

as both turkies and hops were unknown till upwards of twenty years after the date above mentioned. In this country, the Carp inhabits ponds, lakes, and rivers ; preferring in the
lakes, those parts where the current is not strong, and miﬂm._m best where the ground is soft and marly. They Ea—.sE.u. eat scarcely anything in winter, and are u:ﬁf.uu,...___ to bury
themselves in mud. White, in s Natural H.Hmm._“n_wu. of Selborne, says: * In the garden of the Black wrv:ﬂ inm, Heading, is a stream or canal runming under the staliles and out
into the fields on the other side of the rond. In this water are many Carps, which lie rolling about in sight, being fed by travellers, who amuse themselves by tossing them
bread; but as soon as the weather grows at all severe, these fishes are no longer seen, because they retire under the stables, where they remain till the return of Spring. Mr.
Jesse says of some Carp and Tench, which were kept by him in & small piece of water, ** They were soon reconciled to their situation, and ate boiled _fa::eﬁ_ in na:.Eh_ﬁ_.E.n
quantities ; and the Carp seemed to have lost their original shyness, eating in my presence without any mnwn_.-?: This fish, when out of water, is exceedingly tenacious of _.H._.“. Hm is
said to be a _..uﬂm.n..._nm in Holland to keep Carp alive for three or four weeks, by hanging them in a cool place with wet moss in a net, and feeding them with bread soaked in milk.

The animal 12 refreshed, now and then, water being thrown over it. Carp are in season for the table from October to April; and, as Mr. Yarrell remarks,  they are greatly
indebted to the cook for the estimation in which they are held.”
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THE HARE.——ZLepus limidus,

hias no weapons of defence; but it is exceedingly timid, and has a quickness of sight and

hearing, as well as a swiftness of foot,

Ts well-known animal is found throughout Europe. 1t
which are calculated to protect it from its enemics. Its chief enemy is man, who is tempted by these very qualities to obtain a poor triumph over the harmless creature, E_.nﬂﬁoiﬂmm:.nn
the purposes of sport.  “ Whatever excuses may be found for the pursuit of the Fox, on the score of necessity, as ridding the country of a noxious animal—an excuse, however, which can
searcely be made by those who forbid its destraction by any other means—no such excuse can be made for this sport ; whilst the degree of danger and difficulty is scarcely sufficient to invest

egree less cruel, as the poor trembler’s agony is comparatively short-lived ;

it with enough of excitement to conceal its character of cowardice and cruelty, It is true that coursing is in a y
_EZ..%?._EHuaaﬂ,:_;u._n..&_.=sn_EE=.=:..,.n_..= scarcely consist with the ardent love of either variety of a sport, the whele interest of which depends on the intense exertion to which &

helpless and defenceless creature can be driven by the agonies of fear and desperation.™

The Hare feeds on vegetables only, and sometimes does great injury in ficlds, gardens, and young plantations. Having made its form, or bed, it remains on it during the day, leaving it at
night to seek its food, and copstantly returning, unless canght or killed ; hence, it is saitl, proverbially, that the wounded Hare goes homa to die. Its colour helps to conceal it amidst
the brown dusky vegetation of heaths and woods; and by the same admirable wisdom of ﬂw“.. Creator, those species of the hare which inhabit the snowy regiens of the North become

wholly white in winter. It is not difficult to tame hares; and ina domestic stats they are very amusing, The poet Cowper gives an interesting account of three tame hares, which he
called, Puss, Tiny, and Bess, and which he kept long under his care,. The Hare was reckoned an unclean animal among the Hmﬂmﬂﬂ :

* Boll's British Quadropeds,
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THE RATTLE-SN AK E.——Crotalus Horridus.

T = poizonous reptile is found in the eomtinent of Am{:ricn. Its venom is said to be move virulent than that of any ereature of the same class; but
happily it seldom employs its fatal power, except whon ;|111d||n‘d by hunh«:r, or i:ur the purpose of self-preservation. It is extremely lluEgiah. and
genorally avoids the sight of man. The poison is inserted into the body of its victim by means of two long, sharp-pointed teeth or fangs, which grow,
ane on each side of the upper jaw, The root of each fang rests on a kind of bag, conlaining a certain ’!“3““:5 of liquid poison; and when the animal
bites, a portion of this fluid is forced throngh an opening in the tooth, and lodged at the bottom of the wound. nother peculiarity of the poison-
teeth is, that, when not in use, they turn back, as it were, upon an hinge, and lie flat in the roof of the animal's mouth. Some persons have imagined =
that the Rartle-Snake has a power of fascinating its prey. The idea probably arese from the eirenmstance of the smaller animals, on which this snake:
subsigts, beeoming so terrified at the sight of their frightfol enemy, as to lose their self-possession when in its presence.  Its name is given to it on
acconnt of the wonderful apparatus with which its tail is furnished. ‘This consistsof a series of hollow, horn-like substances, placed loosely one against
the other,in such & manner as to pn-.;'lum a rn[t'ﬁnu; notse when the tail is shalken : and as the animal, when i-lltl'!lli:Hl'IH an attack, gi'iTEB & tremulous action’ :
to the tail, timely notice is afforded of the threatened danger. [t is said that the number of pieces of which this rattle is formed indicates the age of
the snake, as a fresh portion grows every year. The mechanism of the li'ﬂ' of most serpents is very wonderful, allowing them, from its vast power
u1'1:xim!\s.in!:, to swallow animals of preat comparative s1ze. Like all other creatures which swallow their prey whole, the teeth ApPEaT Lo be formed
chiefly for preventing its escape, and not for the purposes of mastication. The effect of music upon snakes is very powerful, and is often employed
by the serpent-charmers of India. Viscount Chateaubriand relates, that, in July 1791, in Upper Canada, he saw a native appease the anger of a tile-
Stnke, and even cause it to follow him, by the music of his flute. ‘This reminds us of the words of the FPaalmist, when, speaking of the wicked, he
says, ** Their poison is like the poison of a serpent; they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear ; which will not hearken to the voice of charmers,
charming never so wisely."®

* Paplm lviil. 4, 5.
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THE COCK.—— Gallus Domeslicus.

Trrs beautiful bird is gcnfrnlh‘ suppmcd to have been first brovght from Persia. It is now sometimes met with in & wild state in the forests of
India, and in some of the oriental islands. Like most of the poultry tribe, the bird before us is bold and resolute, “ We know an instance where &
barn-deor Cock betame the terror of hiz little domain,  Accustomed to be fed I:I:r' his owner, he ei]m]'tl}" ].'H!g:'lrl. to express his dis!iil]mi:;tmcnt, bj' very
determined attacks, if hiz master happened to pass him without the accustomed offering. (n one oceasion. he actually strock a picee ont of a strong
|i.'."T'F~I."I‘. mene ;_';aitl':r, :||||1 rr']1|'._'|t.|~r|. L|.||' n!.lm;k in h]]il e of some severe kicks l.".']'l'i.1.'|| i.l. was found necessary h‘! inflict in :ﬁr.:]f :]r'fl-lu;r. ﬁul.him: d.||.|.:|;tr-|'|, llmun‘h'
ceeasionally kicked several yards, like a football, he would still come on a5 fiercely as ever for three or four times. During one of these assaules, he
received an injury which lamed him for a week; but no sooner had he recoveted than he became as pugnacious as ever,"* ]

Men have sometimes taken a shameful advantage of the temper and habits'of these birds for the purposes of eruel sport, Happily for the cause of
humanity, and the eredit of this country, the savage diversion of cock-fighting, which was onee very prevalent, i but little practised; it being now
generally considered as cowardly as it is barbarous. The abominable custom of throwing at these birds on Shrove Tuesday was another reproach to soime
classes of our countrymen. In a Tract on this subject, which was formerly circulated in large numbers by the Society fur Promoting Christian
Knowledge, is the following passage, which may prove a valuable lesson to those who ave puilty of any species of eruelty to animals: * Cowardice and
eruelty generally go together ; whereas generosity and humanity are the proofs of a brave and dauntless mind. It hath pleased Gob, of his great bounty,
to give us all the ereatures for our use and service, but we have not permission to abuse any of them ; A righteous man, ssith the Seripture, regardeth
Uife of kis beast,"§

The courage of the hen is chiefly shown in taking care of her chickens. She is then equally fearless and tender in defence of her helpless brood. These
qualities are adduced by way of illustration, in an affecting and awful manner, in St. Luke xiii. 3. The wale bird is meationed in the New Testament,
on the oceasion of St. Peter's third denial. The ¥ Cock-crowing” was one of the four watehes of the Jews.®

* Stanloy’s History of Birds, val, . chap. iv. t Prov. sii. 10, T Maszk siii. 35.
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THE NIGHTINGALE.——Sylvia Lusciria.

Tue NigntivesLe is universally allowed to be the most delightful singer of all the tribe of WanoLens., This is a very __min,;?n tribe of birds, most of
which migrate, at the approach of cold weather, to warmer climates than ours. The Nightingale usually visits England in the beginning of April, and
leaves it in August or ..ﬁ__.._._.n.:w....._.. It has been so long celebrated for the charmas of its musie, that the idea of H:E:.E:w. SeCmS nu.,n_n:;.q__._. ..J..:_._ its mame.
It berinz ite song in the evening, and often continues it during the whole night. Its fondness for a particular place is sm_.znqw&_u_n.. It is said that during
soveral weoks together, it will, if undisturbed, perch on the same tree, and from thence pour forth, evening after evening, its ?;._._...n__.n_. notes. .H._i_ ?.ﬁsnw
ingale is a solitary bird, and, often as it is heard, is comparatively seldom seen. “The colour of its plumage is such as to prevent its being easily discovere:
on o branch. Wence it has been clegantly styled * the sober-suited songstress.” The head and back are of & pale tawny colour, dashed with an olive

hue ; the threat and breast ave of “a glossy pale ash colour ; the tail of a reddish brown ; the eyes are large and brght. -_“..:m_ length of n_.—n.E:m is about
i is very remarkable that all the gay and brilliant birds of America should be entirely destitute

six inches, It feeds on insects. Mr. Bingley observes, ' Ie of A Atz
of that pleasing power of song which gives so peculiar a charm to the groves and fields of Europe,” The same writer informs us, that a caged n.m._.:_._,_u.___.m.m g
continues its season of singing for & much longer period than those which he heard abroad in the Spring, and that it sings more sweetly than they. 1The
famous anatomist, John Hunter, carefully dissected several Nightingales, and found the muscles of the organ of voice exceedingly strong.  In the best singers

these muscles were the strongest,
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THE BOA CONSTRICTOR.

pent, diflerent species of which are met with in the East Indies, in Africa, and in some parts of South
ngth., [ts colour is of & dusky yellow, marked with large brow
ts, whenee it suddenly rushes out, and, raising itself upright

Boa Consiricior.
Tue Boa Coxstricror iz a tremendous kind of ser America. This enormous reptile is
often found to measure thirty feet in le n spots, bordered with black ; the scales are round, small and smeoth. In its native country
it lies hidden in thicke ght, attacks man or beast without distinction. One of these creatures had been waiting for some time near the brink
of a pool, in expectation of its prey, when a buffals approached, unconscious of the presence of so terrible an enemy.  The serpent having darted upon the poor animal, began to wrap it round in

ita folds ; and at every turn, the bones of the buffalo were heard to crack.  Unable to escape, it struggled and roared, but could not get free, till, its bones being crushed to pieces, and the whole
bedy reduced to a mere mass, the serpent untwined itself in order to swallow it at leisure. To do this the mare ensily, it licked the body all over. It then gradually swallewed it at one morsel,
the buffalo being three times as thicl as itself. The bite of this snake is not venomous; but the ereature is scarcely less mischievous on this aceount, so great 13 its cunning, boldness, and strength.
There is at this time (1843) one of them in the Surrey Zoological Gardens, which some time sinee attacked jes keeper, coiling itself about him,

calling for help, he would most probably have soon been killed. Mr. Cops,one of the keepers of the animals in the Tower of London,
rescued in the same way,

Had it not been for ___._.__P._..__. and _:____,_....n_._.__ aid, on his
wits, some years since, attacked by o Baa Constriclor, and
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THE WOLF.——Canis lupus.

! Tuis animal is of the dog tribe; but it is generally larger, and more strong and muscular than the dog. The outward marks of difference, however, are
& those of tempor and habits. It has no good qualities, and has therefore been generally detested and feared. The only part about it of use and value is its shi
et Thomson has, in a few words, drawn a just picture of this savage creature :—

4 i Cruel ag death, and hangry as the grave;
1 - Burming for blood, ey, and gount, and grim! "

% In countries where Wolves are numerous, whaole droves flock down from the mountains, or out of the waods, snd join in the work of havoe and mischief.
fhe sheepfold, enter the villages, and earry off sheep, lumbs, liogs, ealves, and even dogs, The horse and the ox are frequontly overpowered by their numbe
Simself sometimes beeomes their victim, They are most terrible in winter, when the eold is severs, the snow on the ground, and their usial food diffienlt to procar
ire found in most countries of the old and new continent.  Captain Franklin met with some white wolves in his voyage to the Polar Seas. In Europe their's
kre much diminished, in consequence of the increase of population, and the extension of agrieulture. They were once very formidable in England. ing Edg
be{ﬂ.il to reign A.p. 954, wok great delight in hunting Wolves, and encouraged his subjects to destroy them; and when it appeaped that many of them had
M the woods and mountaing of Wales, he changed n heavy tax which had been imposed on eme of the Welsh princes into a tribute of 300 wolves" hoads.
fpeneral deseription, it must be added, that, by care and Kindness, Waolves have sometimes heen so tamed, and altered in disposition, as to be rendered even
fo man, Mr. Bell, in his History of British Quadrupeds, under the deseription of the Dog, states an interesting case of & Walf, which, on seeing him, and o
1! knew, would come to the front of the cage, to be fondled, and bring its young ones forward alsb, that they might alinre in the kindness shown towards it.
Reference to the Wolf is made in several passages of Holy Scripture. The first mention of it is in Gen. xlix. 37, in which the dying patriarch Jacob
dungest son, ** Benjamin shall ravin as o Wolf” &c., n passage whieh the history of the tribe of Benjamin sufficiently explains. The reader will find othe
"the same animal in Dsaiab xi 65 Jer. v. 6; Back. xxii, 27 ; Hab. i. 8; Zeph. iii, 3 ; Matt. x. 16; Luke x. 3; John x. 12; Acts xx. 20,
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THE PARTRIDGE.—Perdix cinerea.

In England, France, and other parts of Europe, there ave beautiful varieties of this valuable bird. The red-legged Partridge is now comp
naturglized in this country, being common in Norfolk and Suffolk.  In America there are other sorts peculiar to that part of the globe. The com
Partridge, which we know so well, usually builds in corn-fields; however, it sometimes chooses u very different kind of nursery, as, for instance,
stack, The eggs are frequently destroyed by weasels, stoats, crows, magpies, and ather animals ; but when the I:an-.nh-hiraln have their young omnes |
about them, their care of them is wonderful. They lead them out to feed; they point out to them the proper places for their food, and assist
fiuding it by seratching the ground with their feet. Tt happens that at the time when these littls birds most require help, the several species of anis
be easily met with; and on these l||-:3.' ulisf:'r their hunger, as well as on worms and flies.

The Hev. G. White, in bis acconnt of Selborne, has some interesting remarks on the attention shown by this and other birds to their helpless
“The move 1 reflect on the instinetive affection of animals for their young, the more am 1 astoffished st its effscts. This affection qui
invention, and sharpens the sagacity of the brute creation, Thus a hew, just become a mother, is no longer the placid bird she used to be; buty
feathers on end, wings hovering, and clucking note, she runs about like ome possessed.  Mothers will throw themselves in the way of the greatest dan
to defend their young. A Partridge will tumble along before a sportsman, in order to draw away the dogs from her helpless covey. In the
nest-building the most fechle birds will assault the most rapacious.  All the swallows anid martins of a village are up in arms at the sight of a hawlk,
they will persecate till he leaves the district.”  What s lesson do the inferior creatures often furnish to the human race! And how inexcusable ars
who, with reason and revelation offered as their guides, unnaturally neglect their offspring in childhood and youth, showing themselves, not only indif
to the present support and comfort of their children, but to their religious condition as immortal beings intrasted to parental care !

To * hunt the Partridge in the mountains,” is alluded to in the Holy Scripture, as customary in the time of Saur;‘ and Bishop Stanley, in his
of Birds, gives us a cunous account, from Franklin's * Constantinople,” of the manner in which I:'ILrLriI;IEC.S are tnken in the present day by the A
Mount Lebanon. |

1 Bam, xxvi, 20, t Familise History of Dirds, Vol. if. p. 3. Ed. 1640,
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THE INDIAN OX.

Bos Taurus, var. Indicus.

Tits is one of the many varieties of the Ox: the different species resemble cach other, in having a divided hoof, living on vegetable substances, and chewing the cud, The chief particular
in which the animal represented above diffors from the common Ox is the hump on the shoulders. The hump is chiefly composed of fut, and has sometimes been known to weigh fifty pounds,
This is reckoned very good as food ; indeed it is the most delicate part. The varieties of these creatures are met with over the whole of southern Asia, the islands of the Indian Archipelago,
and the eastern coast of Africa, from Abyssinia to the Cape of Good Hope., They are of dilferent sizes and colours ; some being as large as o common cow, others not larger than a mastifl
dog. That of the smaller kind is generally called the Zebu. In all these countrics, the ereature supplies the place of an Ox, both as & beast of burden, and an article of food. In some parts
of India, it serves instead of a horse, being either saddled and ridden, or harnessed in a carringe, performing in this manner journeys of considerable length. The usual distance which it ean
travel is from twenty to thirty miles a day. All the species are treated with great segard and veneration by the Hindoos, wheo hold it sinful to deprive them of life: a select number of these
animals are never allowed even to labour, but have ﬁrn.m:.mﬁ."nmn of straying about the towns and villages, taking their food wherever they please, or receiving it from the hands of the natives,
The Ox is frequently mentioned in Holy Seripture.  The wealth of the patriarchs consisted in a great degree of cattle, Abraham and Jacob are recorded to have been rich in cattle.*  Job
had five hundred yoke of Oxen, besides camels, gheep, and asses.t  The Ox was considered by the law of Moses to be elean, and was much used by the Jews in their sacrifices, It is alluded
to by the Prophets: Isaiah contrasts its ﬂﬁwnﬂw and gratitude with the folly and unthankfulness of the people with regard to God: * The Ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s
crib; but Isracl doth not know, my people doth not consider.f When the Son of God beeame man, and dwelt on earth, one of the first acts of His ministry was to clear the temple at
Jervsalem of ** those that sold Oxen, and sheep, and doves.” . . . # He drove them all out of the temple, and the gheep, and the Oxen,"§ 5t Paul reminds the Corinthians, ** It is written
in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the Ox that treadeth out|| the cormn”q

* Gen. xxiv, 35, snd xxx. 48 t Jabi 3.  Isminh i 8. & John i 14, 15, I Hob, theesheth. ¥ Deut. xxv. & 1 Cor. iz 0,

FUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMITTEE OF OENERAL LITERATURE AND EDUCATION, AFPOINTED BY THE SOCIETY FOR FROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE.
PFaice §d. Pras; u&?ﬂﬁ.ﬁusu_?






THE COMMON WHALE,

Balena Mysticetus.

Tue usual length of the Common Whale is from 50 to 60 or 65 feet, and its greatest circumference from 30 to 40 feet. The head is very large, being about 16 or 17 feet long, by 10 or 12 broad,
and measuring about one-third of the entire length of the fish. There are no teeth, The layers of whalebone, which fll the cavity of the mouth, are arranged in two rows, of about three
hundred each, These act as strainers for the prey on which the animal lives, When a Whale is taking food, its vast mouth being opened, Inrge quantities of smull flsh and ses-insscts are
enclosed ; and, on the mouth being shut, the water pusses away, leaving these caught, as in a sieve, for the purposes of the creature’s nourishment., The whalebone is a very valuable anid
well-known article of commeree: but the chief object of pursuit in Whale-fishing is the oil which is found in the blubber or fat. For this abject, a great many vessels are sent EVETY YEar (o
the Northern Seas, particularly to Diavis's Straits, The blubber of a Whale, sixty feet long, will yield more than twenty tons of pure oil. The dangers ‘,..._,__,q..r attend the pursuit of this
species, as well as of the Cachalot, or Spermaceti Whale, are truly frightful. Some of the men employed in the service fall victims to the intense cold of an Aretic winter, or to the combined
effects of cold and hunger, The vessels sre sccasionally wrecked by icebergs ; and accidents oecur in the act of attacking the Whale, which, on finding itself struck with the harpoon, often
lashes violently with its tail, and destroys the boat, or sinks rapidly into the deep, cansing n whirlpool which may prove fatal to the whalers, The female of this species, like most others of
the Whales, is much attached to her young, and is ready to rush on danger, and even death, to rescue or defend her helpless charge, Thus if a Young one is harpooned, the mother generally
follows, as if to help, but in fact almost always to perish with it. The Whale has usually but one young one at a time, The young Whale, ut its birth, is about ten or twelve feet long.
Mention is made of the Whale in several parts of Holy Scripture.  See Gen. i. 21; Ezek, xxxii, 2; Mait, xii, 40,
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THE BADGER.

Meles Taxus.

T animal is elassed among British quadrupeds, it being still found in many parts of England and Scotland; it is, however, nowhere very common, and in some places has become rare,
It is & sleepy, heavy creature, :..,.___dmm chietly in holes in the earth, which have been dug by itself for its abode. In the evening, or during the darkness and silence of the night, it leaves its
eell, and roams about for food, 'This consists of various roots, earth-nuts, beech-nuts, fruits, birds'-eggs, some of the smaller acpm:.m_ﬁw.. frogs, and insects. Buffon states that it digs up
wasps' uests for the sake of the honey. T'he Badger possesses amazing strength of jaws, and has great muscalar power; while its strong leathery hide and rough long hair, render it a
dangerous enemy to engage with. It was in consequence of these qualities, that the cruel custom of Badger-buiting was formerly practised in country towns and villages, The poor animal
was placed in a small tub, barrel, or kennel, and there baited by dogs of various kinds, This sport, as it was nﬁ:?ﬂ. often proved as cruel to the dogs, as to the creature attacked by them.
Huppily n_.__M_ and other brutal amusements, which tend to harden the hearts of the spectators, are pow searcely known in this country. The practice alluded to, appears to have given rise to
the verb, ** To Badger ;" which means to worry and annoy, The above particulars are chiefly taken from * _w.l.:_mr Quadrupeds,” by Professor Bell He informs us, that he had, for some
time, in his possession, a Badger, which soon became a great favourite, and showed great attachment to him and the hensehold, * It followed me like a dog, yelping and barking with a
peeuliar sharp cry, when he found himself shut out of the room in which I happened to be sitting. He was accustomed to come into the dining-room during dinner, of which he was generally

rmitted to partake ; and he .._."__._mh.___m ate his morsels in a very aw_.._w___._.___ manner, He was in fact a gentle, affectionate, good-tempered fellow, and very eleanly withal." The usual length of the
Jadger, exclusive of the short tail, is two feet three inches,
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THE PERCH.

Perca fluviatilis.

Tuere is scarcely a river or lake of any extent in this country, in which the Perch is not found in abundance. It oceunrs in Ireland, in most of the lakes of Scotland, in those of the Norih
of England, and also in Wales. In rivers, it prefers the side of the stream, to the rapid parts of the current, and feeds upen insects, worms, and various small fish. So bold and voracious
are Perch, that in a few days after some had been placed in a pond in Bushy Park, Mr, Jesse says, they came freely and took worms which he held out to them from his hand, The flesh of
this fish is firm, white, and of good flavour. A Perch of three pounds weight is considered a fish of large size. Perch have, however, been taken, weighing four pounds each, from Richmond
Park ponds. One was taken from the Birmingham Canal, weighing six pounds, Others of even grenter size are stated to have been caught; and Pennant records his having heard of one
that was taken in the Serpentine River, Hyde Park, that weighed nine pounds, The Perch, though very common, is one of the most beautiful of aur fresh-water fish 5 its form being clegant,
and its colours brilliant and striking. Izaak Walton says, * The Perch is a very good, and a very bold biting fish; he is one of the fishes of prey, that, like the Pike and Trout, earries his
teeth in his mouth, which is very large ; and he dare venture to kill and devour several other kinds of fish. He has a hooked or hog-back, which is armed with sharp and stiff’ bristles, and all
his skin armed or covered over with thick, dry, hard senles; and he hath, which fow other fish have, two fins on his back. He is 8o beld, that he will invade one of his own kind.”
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THE ELK.——erous Alces.

Tue Evxk, or Moose Digr, is a native of Canada and Nara Scotia. It Norway, Sweden, Bussia, Siberin, and part of Tuartary. [t is unable to exist in °
temperate regions, and thrives in a cold climate. "The fossil remains of a very large kind of Elk bave been found in England and Ireland ; bu: the largest of this species was met with, in a
fossil state, in the Jsle of Man. The Elk often grows to the size of a large horse. It is more awkwardly formed than the rest of the Deer kind; the h boing larger, the neck short, the
shoulders high, snd the front legs long. This snimal feeds on moss, and on the twigs, bids, and small branches of teees, It is generally inoffansive: but it i lunted in winter in Canzda; and,
when ..f.nc:m_ﬁ.,.__r it becomes fierce and dangerous. [t is said, that, on being first discovered by the huntsmen, the creature falls down, for a few moments, as if, through fear, it had lost the

—5.......42.3::..::.?.,_En.._u:u?.:.ﬁ :_._._.F...u__: n_.nrﬂ..__:n_.n_..E."E.uL__.=..r._.2.m¥.,_......._:_h eptlepsy ; and, on this account, the hoof was formerly used for epileptic fits!  This notion, howerer,
no longer prevails, The flcsh of the Elk is considered light and nourishing food. The skin is u_ucnm.w:nn:__#ﬁmknn:nz:mu;.ﬁ.

is also found in Laplai
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THE PENGUIN.——Alea impennis.

ngs, that it would in vain try todly,
it seeks its food, The Penguin is fond of fish,

and moves with amazing swiftness, by help of its wings, under water, in search of its
food. Tt passes the chief part of its life on or in t

Tuis bird has such small and short wi But these wings, though small, are of great use to it when

he sea ; and, being usually very fat, it does not suffer from rcma.inindg a long time in a wet
and cold state. When on land, flocks of these birds may be seen walking upright in a formal, stately manner, holding their heads high.
They look, from a little distance, like a company of soldiers. As the feathers on the breasts of some of the species are beautifully white,
with a line of black running across, they have sometimes been compared, when seen afar off, to & number of children with white aprons
tied round their waists with black strings. The Penguin loves a cold climate. It sleeps very sound, and is extremely tenacious of life.
The female lays a single egg. She makes a slight hollow in the earth, just large enough to prevent her egg from rolling out. The
manner in which the Penguins and Albatrosses, with a few other species of sea birds, lay out together a’piece of ground, (four or five
neres,) for theie nests, and superintend their charge, is given in Biahn? Stanley’s work on Birds, vol. ii. p. 276, &e, Edit, 1840, Some
Penguins in the South Sea ds are called Hopping Penguins, and umping Jacks, from their habit of leaping quite out of the water,
sometimes to the height of three or four foet, on meeting wi.lium}' check in their course through the sea,
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/ THE CRAB.——Cancer Pagurus.

Tue animals of the Crab trbe live chiefly in the sea. They are, however, amphibious, living on land, as well as in water. The commdn Crab, represented above, which is sometimes called
the Black-Clawed or Eatable Crab, is valuable as an article of food, and is found in great quantities, and of various sizes, on the rocky coasts both of Evrope and India. Many are brovght
to the London market from the cousts of Devonshire and Dorsetshire, as well as from other parts of the country, The species of this ereature are very numerous. Some Urabs weigh several
pounds, others only a few graine. The most remarkable circomstance in their history is the ¢hanging of their shells E..mﬁ_hcw.m: elaws at certain perieds. At these times they retire among
the hollows of the rocks, and under large stones. A Crab generally shows great timidity, and is very expeditious in effecting its escape from its enemies. 1f suddenly alaymed, it will, like
the spider, pretend to be dead, and will watch an oppgreunity to sink itself into the sand, ._nmnw..:__u- only its eyes above ground. Crabs are naturally quarrelsome, and frequently fight among
themselves. Their claws are then terrible weapons, with which they lay hold of each other's legs; and wherever they seize, it is difficult to make them give up their hold; and if a claw be
lost in the eombat, it will be renewed from the joint at which it was broken off. They are very tenacious of life. It is said that they will live, confined in the pot or basket in which they
have been caught, for months together, without any other food than that which is collected from the sea-water.
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THE ESQUIMAUX DOG.——Canis Familiaris, var.

e By aux are a people inhabiting the remote parts of North America. hoy have no fixed abode, but rove from place to oo, Their ehief employment is hunting and fshing
amd they keep a great many large, well-trained dogs, which are used to drag their sledges over the hard snow in winter. The Esquimaux Dog is as valuable to these rode tribes as the rein-
deer 13 to the Laplander. "When drawing a sledge, the dogs have a simple harness of deer or seal-skin going round the neck, with a sincle thong leading over the back, and attached to the
sledpe s o trace. A number of dogs ars thus yoked to the sledge, which s times containg seversl persons, who are thus drawn, at the rate of seven or elzht miles an hour, over a large
tract of ground,—perhaps sixty miles a day. It appears, by an interesting account given by Sir E. Parry of his Second Voyage, that the most apirited and sagacious dog is selected ne the
leader in this remarkable team, and is generally placed from eighteen to twenty feet from the fore part of the sledge ; the hindmaost dog, which is the least ellicient, being harnessed at about
half Lhat distance ; so, that when ten or twelve are running together, several are nearly abreast of cach other.  The driver sits low on the front of the sledge, with hiz feet overhanging the
snow on one side, and having in his bond a stropg and flexible whip, which is a necessary article to keep the dogs properly to their work, though the setual application of it is seldom
negessary ; as the leader understands his master’s voice, and turns to the right hand or to the loft aceurdingly. I the driver wishes to stop the sledge, he calls out * Wo, woa!™ just as our
carters do.  When he hos succeeded in stopping his dogs, he stands up, with one leg before the foremost eross-picee of the sledae, by means of laying the whip gently over each dog's
heard, he has made them all lie down.

¥
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THE MAGPIE.

Coreus Pica.

Tur Macrie may be known from other birds of the Crow kind by the mixture of white and black on its breast and wings, by its long tail, and the
.-bri:{hl and varied hue of its feathers. It is a loud, troublesome, and restless bird. Tt can be taught to imitate the human voice.  No food comes amine:
to the Magpie. It lives on worms and inseets, and even on small birds. It often perches on the back of a sheep, or an ox, icking out the insects that
lodge there, and chattering all the time, apparently to the great annoyance of the animal en which it trespasses, l;l is fond of hiding picees of money und
articles of dress. Its nest is generally very curious, on account of the manner in which the parent birds fence it round with briars auE thorns, to keep off
the foxes, cats, and hawks, which might eise assail the young brood. Stanley, in his History of Birds, mentions some anecdotes of & pair of Magplet
which had settled near a house in the north of Scotland. He says, " The female was observed to be the more active and thievish of the two, and withal
very ungrateful ; for although the children about the house had ofien frightened eats and hawks from the spot, yet she one day seized a chicken, and
carried it to the top of the house to ent it, when the hen immediately followed, and having rescued the chicken, brought it safely down in her beuk : and it
was remarked, that the poor little bird, though it made a great noise while the Magpie was carrying it up, was quite quiet, and seemed to feel no pain,
while ils mother was carrying it down.,” A more favourable trait appears in the following eircumstance which oceurred in Fasex: ¢ Some boys having
taken four young ravens {rom a nest, placed them in a waggon in a cart-shed. About the same Gme these cruel boys ]Jarperved to destroy the young of &
L]

Magpie, which had built its nest near the cart-shed ; when the old Magpie, hearing the young ravens ery for food, brought some, and constantly fed them
till they were given away by the boys." ) E
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THE RAVEN.

Tae Ravex is the largest bird of the Crow kind. Tt is a native of every region, and can bear heat or cold alike. * Go where you will," says Bishop!
Stanley, “ over the face of the wide warld, and the well-known hoarse cronk of the Raven is still to be heard.” It generally builds its nest in o high treeg
and lays five or six eggs at a time. It is a bird of proy, feeding chiefly on amall animals and earrion. Young rablbits, ducks, chickens, epgs, &o. ared
sometimes devoured by it.  'When brought up young, the Raven becomes very funiliar, and exhibits many amusing qualities which make mirth for “_“1'*{
neighbourhood, Itisa forward, h]_l,'. pr_'t'il]:__t, active creature. It may be instructed in the art of fowling like the hn_w};, I:aughl to felch and cm:r:p‘ j|knh'|.hi'
spaniel, and even to speak like the parrot.  The Haven isa sad thief, and is 2aid to have been detected in the act of segreling silver spoons iﬂjtg lurkinge
place. Tt has, however, several good qualities which often make it deservedly a great favourite. We may glean a valuable Jesson of kindnese

compassion from the fallowing anecdote of a Raven, that lived many years at the Hed Lion Inn, Hungerford. The story is told in the ﬁ:nlltﬂ“ﬂll_-
Magazine, and quoted in Handeock's Essay on Instinet, as well as in Stanley's History of Birds.*

Corvus Coraz.

" Coming into the inn yard," eays the narrater, * my chaise ran over and bruised the k
evidently m conserned speetatar ; for the minate the dog wan tied uply under tha mas
parttcular and repeated marks of kindoes. [ observed It to the opiber, wha tald o
Lalph's poor dog after & while broke hiis beg, and d

e of land dog; and while we wer examining the injury, ltalph, the raven, Wil

vi ¢ lsorne, Ralph not only visited hiem, bat brotgrkt hits bones, and attended on him .

that the bird had been brought wp with a dog, and that the nffection between them wan rzmtusl

aring the lopg dme he was confined, Ralph waited on him ;-.4-||t|:|p||I:|.-.' carried bim his provisions, and nm.r:'n-l_:,' evoe left him aloss

Choe nighe by neesdent the stable door had been shut, and Haolpl bad beon deprived of the company of his friend the whele night; but the estler found ia the merning the door so Fﬂm
i

BWRY, that, had it not hees epeneil, I'L-||||E|, in another howur, wonl| have made his own enteance.  Several ather nets of kindness were shown h}' ihis Bird' te in Etm-,-.l'
particularly te maimed or wounded opes.”

1oy .‘;I:"[II

The Psalmist, proclaiming the wisdom and goodness of Gob as evineed in the works of the creation, and in His providential eare of the creatures of his

hand, gays: “ He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young Ravena which ery."§  And the answer to the question in Job, * Whao nm-rldxslh for lb':
Raven his food " may be reverently answered in the words of Penlm exlv. 15, 16: * The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O Lord, and thou givest them
their meat in due season, Thou openest thy hand, and fillest all things living with plenteousness,”

* See wlso Sodurday Magunsine, o, 44, + Paalm exlvii, &, I Job zxxvili. 41.

PUBLISHNED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF TIE COMMITIEE OF OLSERAL LITERATVRE AND EDUCATION, APPOINTED BY THI SOCIRTY FOR PIOMOTING CHRISTIAR EX0WLENIE:

Prick Ta. Prams; 3, Cotounen,

H1.]







|i

|'
I|I||

I"". |
.II.'._“r=,'|
i
il

il ,.l'_|'l'|||

|
i
i

i

FIN WHALE or RORQUAL.—— Balenoptera Boips.

Tue Rorquat is the largest of all Whales, and consequently of all animals now existing. It sometimes reaches the enormons length of eighty or even a hundred fect.  Tis food consists
not only of the small animals on which the common Whale subsists, but also of fish of considerable size. The blubber of the Rorqual does not in most instances.yield oil in sufficient
quantities to make this powerful and active creature a great prize to the Whale-fishers.  Its habits are different from those of the com Whale. It is less quiet in its movements, seldom
Iving motionless on the surface of the water, but making way at the rate of about five miles an hour. When struck by the harpooner, the suddenness of its descent is such as very frequently
to break the line, At other tines, the rapid rising of the wounded creature for breath, the violent movements which its agony oceasions, the brandishing of its vast tail, or the whirlpool pro-
duced by its sinking, have cither of them been known to cause the destruction of the boats within its reach. The Rorqual is ocensionally met with on the shores of our islands, and in the
northern seas it is VEry COMmmon. It iz often scen off the coast of Zetland and __Lnf_..m.u__.- anid now and then deseends to the more southern _“_u.n_a.n_ﬁ our sens.  Ths enormous skeloton which was
axhihited, in a temparary r:n%:% crected for it, near the Royal Mews, Charing Cross, a few years ago, belonged to this specics. It had been towed into the harbour of Ostend. The
following are the measurements of that specimen :—Total length, 85 fi.; breadth, 18 ft.; length of head, 22 ft.; length of spine, 69 ft. 6 in.; breadth of tail, 22 fi, G in. The :.nmmw_, af it

when taken, wis 249 tons, or 480,000 pounds, and 4,0} gallons of oil were extracted from the blubber.
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THE EEL.——dnguilla Vulgaris.

Three or four different species of this valuable fish are known of in our own country.

Ervs are found in fresh water in almost every part of the world.
There are two companies in Holland, which are said to have five vesse 1

The London market is principally supplied from Holland, by Dutch fishermen.
each, The vessels are built with a capacious well, in which large quantities of Eels are preserved alive till wanted. One or more of these vessels may

be generally seen off Billingsgate; the others go to Holland for fresh supplies, each bringing a cargo of from 15,000 to 20,000 pounds weight of live
Eels, Eels and salmon are the only fish sold by the pound weight in t]u: London markets. Eels are averse to coldy there are none in the Arctis
Regions, none in the rivers of Siberia, the Wolga, or the Danube. In milder regions the Eels, during the cold months of the year, remain imbedded in
the mud; and large quantitics are often taken h;,3 spears, in the soft soils of harbours, and banks of rivers, from which the tide recedes, leaving the surface =
expased. The fish bury themselves twelve or sixteen inches deep to avoid the eold. Mr. W. Yarrell, in his History of British Fishes, informs us, that
the Ennm;;-:- of young Eels up the Thames at Kingston, in 1832, commenced on the 30th April, and lasted till the &t May. Some notion may be formed
of the quantity of these, ench about three inches long, that pass up tha Thames in the Spring, from the circumstance that it was calculated that from

1600 to 1800 passed a given point in one minute. This passage of young Hels is called Bel-fare on the banks of the Thames ; Fare, being the Saxon

word signifying, to travel. Thus a traveller is called a way-firing man; the s:har%ra for travelling is called a firre: hence also the word, thorsughfire.

Eels occasionally quit the water, when the grass is wet, and go short distances overland to search for frogs, or other food, or to change their situation to
more suitable streams. They are very voracious feeders at certain times in the year; and have been seen sometimes eating vegetable matter, aquatic
plants, &e.  Ely is said to have been so named from the quantity of Eels there, and from the renta being formerly paid in this fish; Elmore, on the
Severn, obtained its nome, from the large number of Eels.  These fish are in great request in many other countries. llis, in his Polynesian Researches,

says: * In Owaheite Eels are great favourites, and nre tamed and fed until they reach an enormons gize. These pets are kept in large holes, two or three
rson who fed them. I have been

feet deep, partially filled with water. On the sides of the pits they generally remained, except when ealled by the pe _
i hrill sort of whistle, hos brought oul an enormous
|

several times with the young chief, when he has sat down by the side of the hole, and, by giving a s
Eel, which has then moved about the surface of the water, and eaten with confidence out of 1ts master's hand.”
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THE WHITE SHARK.——Carcharias Vulgar:s.

T'tns fish is the terror of mariners in most of the warm eountries of the globe. It is fierce and voracious, and swims with amazing swiliness and eace.  There are seversl species of Shark ;
and even the smaller ones are dreaded by fish moch larger than themselves; Lut the White Shark, which grows to a _E..r_: sl ..:L. __E:.n.::ia weighs bel 1 3,000 and 4,000 pou F_J_....E
copsidered the most terrilile.  The ”_u_.__"m.__. ig _,._.__...l.. % the mouth wide : the uppeT jaw arn « with si2 rows a__. m_._.._._.“_u_ 11 ilar teeth, aud .m_._ 1 ir
r_n...__..n._._.I— n__n_ u._-.___ﬂ.r.—.. ..-H.Su .._._.m.h.w_l.._.- —._."_..._ four rows .L_m. fe u_._.._ w._”_-_._I-r_.. _..__.___ .___..__u..-.. ..__-_u.r.ﬂ.u qn. [ ._"_.;._. mI e .“-u._ TEILES .__._.z_n ___.E.."_._.___.l. .___.._db_._.ﬂr._m :_.__”H— a B._._._u....-.n__._.”_“_ ..._H_ﬁ- _._.tﬂ_".“_.._._..a.. that 1ave .__.“_..__H_— __._.”_.__.u._..- fatal 1
belngs; persons while swiniming having been seized and devoured by Sharks. 1t is a fortunate circumstance for those who are endeavouring to avoid its attacks, that its mouth is plac
as o c_uuu.ﬁn. the creature to turn on s gide hefore i can make sure of iis Prey. In this sl terval am active and cour SEOUS SWimmer sz —...n._.._“"._._.._._.___..v. made m.. n.m_..:m_m..m.. __. 15 sald t
Pearl Fisheries of South ierica, ithe Negra diver, in order to defend himsell from these monsters of the deep, carries with him into the water a sharp kaife, which, if the ._Er i to s .”"E_F
him, e endeavours to strike into its belly, on which it generally mukes off.  "Lhe late Sir Brook Watson was swimming at a little distance from n ship in Montego Day, in the West Indies,
when he spw a Shark appro e .:ﬁ:._:_u. cried out for assistance, and o rope was throw ]

but while the men were deawinge him oo the boat, the animal darted at him, ond in a
moment tore .H_nm _r.ﬂ... _._...L. ._...__.wa. u..”a“._u“.u._-_ weriie 14 _.-._"v_._:_..:nn_n m._.— E ._.;.nv_.._n_. e 1 _n___... Hw..__m ___u Christ’s ”_m..wvm”.m..r. 4 ..".__n. .__.- n-.-u._ “.rm.__"_._.._p. the HE_-Mr 3._._“_.—.#_ n_.:.r —.ﬂ_un u_..u._hﬂr- n__._.”_ FOIMNE 0k T Las e
& oeeasionall ¢ with on the British Coast; most of them mre well known in the Mediter

1; and they ave great wanderers. The Dasking Shark is
tenil a ship, in expeciation of what way be thrown wverboard, and will readily take a piece of flesh fasiened as bait on

covered with a hard sking the head lar

iron erook,  YWhen it 5 drawn
I coarse, is sometimes caten by the men on & long voyage.

i The White Shark wi
deck, the sailors’ first act is to chop off’ its hewd, to prevent mischiel from its great strengih and viclence. lts flesh, the
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THE HOUSE SPARROW.,

: Tue common Sparrow is met with throughout the year, finding a home among the habitations of men; the royal palace, and homely cottage, being alike subjeet to its intrusion. The
Sparrow, however, which is reared in the smoky city, and is so bold and familiar, affords but a poor example of the colours that adorn the bird when seen in the eottage-garden, or at the
farmer's barn-door. The nest of the Sparrow is formed under the eaves of tiles, in holes or erevices in the wall, or in any hollow place which will allow of sufficient room for the mass of hay
and feathers collected for the dwelling of its family. Sometimes the nest is fixed in a tree near a house. So fond is this bird of warmth, that large quantities of feathers are used even to
lime o hole for it, on the inner side of the thick thatching of a barn; and it has been seen nc._”_nn—m:ﬁ feathers in winter, and ._...._._hq.._.'.m__um them away to its home. The young are fed with safe
fruits, tender vegetables, and insects, particularly eaterpillars; and so great i3 the number of these deatructive insects consumed by the parents and their brood, that it is a question whether
the good thus performed does not produce a balance in the bird's faveur, against the grain and seeds which it requires at other scasons of the year,

The great attachment of the parent birds to their offspring, has been frequently noticed. [t is stated, that a fow years since, a pair of Sparrows which had Luilt in a thatched roof of a
house at Poole, were observed to pay their visits to the nest, long after the time at which the young birds generally take flight. This unusual circumstance continued throughout the year;
and in the winter, a gentleman, on mounting a ladder, found one of the poor little birds E.,Em:m%u prisoner, by means of a piece of string or worsted, (part of the nest,) which _“_Ew. got
accidentally twisted round its leg. Being thus prevented from obtaining its own food, it had been sustained by the constant exertions of its parents. The Psalmist alludes to the Sparrow
#4 finding a shelter in the sanctuary ;* and in another Psalm, when in affliction and solitude, he says: * I watch, and sm as a Sparrow, alone upon the house-top.” +

Fringilla domestica.

* Paalm lxxxiv. 3. t Psalm cli. 7.
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THE SWALLOW.——Hirundo rustica.

* Tue Swanvow,” says Sic Humplicy Davy, is one of my favourite birds, and & rival of the nightingale; for he glads my sense of seeing, as much as the other does my sense of hearing,

He is the joyous harbinger of the best scasen ; he lives a life of enjoyment ameng the loveliest forms of nature.  Winter is unknown to him; and he leaves the green meadows of 1

autumn, for-the _._”_.f.q_..___.. arnd OTRANgE groves of _”_:__..._..u and for the ._.E.__._”_x. of Africn.  The firse appearance of the Swallow is very _.._:.u_..__ in ._m.muqm.__ and its ___...._._u..._._.__n._ur s nt the close of the
This bird being very rapid in its flight, and able to eontinue long upon the wing, is suppesed to migrate ax soon s the weather hecomes too eold for it to remain in our climate. T
of inseets devoured by Swallows is very large.  Small spiders, loating about in the air, form a considerable article of food 10 the Swift, which is one of the sorts of the bird hefore

uw.u.._._._...H._ in his :.mw._“_v_...._.. of _..n_ﬂ_m_. SAYE i It is a common weather rule, that when Swallows Hy low thore will be raim, bt when __m._n.._._ it will be fair. he reason may be n..e_.n:..__.. ﬁ__n,m..,_.._“_.. r
feed entively upon inscets : and the flight of insects depends, in a great degree, on the state of the air.  If it 3= clear and dry, they rise; if moist, or likely to be so, they keep nearer the ground,”
White, in lis History of Selborne, admirably describes the process by which, in the month of May, the Window-Swallow, or Martin, builds its nest. The crust or shell of this nest is _.::_:..._m
of mud or loam, and iz te ipered and wrought together with little pleces of straw, to make it tough and tenacious. Speaking of the gradual sdvanee of the work, he says: ¥ Thus eareful
..-._u.qr___.r,.r when they build mud walls (informed at fiest, perhaps, by this little bird), raise but @ moderate layver at & time, and then desist; lest the work __.._...::E became top-heavy, and so be
ruined by its own weight,  Allusion is made in Holy Scripture to the Swallow, ns vheerving ** the time of its coming,” * and as finding ** a nest for herself " in the sanctuary.d

® Jer. wiii. T, 4 Punlm lxxxiv, 3.
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THE CART HORSE. Liguus Caballus.

Tue Honse, under proper care and control, {2 a most active and useful servant to man. When well-treated, this powerful creature will shrink from no ressonable share of Inbour, and will
:rm.._.. the voice, and often even the mere look of its master. Muny of our readers must have observed these qualities in the Carr Horse, and noticed the ease with which an intelligent
driver may direet his loaded waggon or deay through crowded streets, and narrow lanes, or dack it down a gateway, in which thers appears to be scarcely room § all this being done without
..:.E uﬂ%_mnunmzu of the whip to the willing and sturdy animal. The welfare of the Horse is, in a great degree, connected with our own; and it is therefore surprising that it should be so
ill-used as it sometimes is.  Those persons who are eruel to animals, cither by beiting them passionately, or putting them to work which iz oo heavy for them, seem to forget that such
condogl is reproved in Seripture : © A righteons man regardeth the life of his beast,"®

It must be remembered, that, az the Horse possesses amazing strength, and has no reazon to guids it, we ought not to trust our lives nnd limbs to its disposal, without s sufficient eheck on
its movements, [1s dangerons nature, when uneontrolled, is adverted to by the Psalmist, who draws from it a lesson on violence and stubboroness am 1 men: ** Be ye not like to horse and
mule, which have no uniderstanding ; whose mouths must be held with bir and bridle, lest they fall upon thee."+ It is thot ght that the Horse was first brought under the service of man by
the Egyptians, The earliest mention of it is made in the book of Genesia as belonging to the time of Joseph, When the famishing inhabitants of Egypt had spent their money in the
WM-.*E—.—E —._."..nﬁw_.u wE _._u._.“m. _u-nu_._._.u___n. their eattle to _.“_.C.mn.—.._—-m _uu..:- _.—.ux._...m_.__ gave them bremd in _...un._..._u.:._._.ﬂn for “_“_.unz.mn__ and the “_.._._.unrm._ &t _.“_.ln_u_;._ in his _.._..__.: address to hiz s0NS, 8AYE, % Dlan m—.E.-

8 serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that bitoth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall buckward.”§ And on the removal of the body of Jacoh by his son Joseph from Egypt
to Canaan for uﬂEnm..._. it is recorded : * There went up with him both chatiots and horsemen.

* Frov. xii. 10. t Panlm xxxii, 10, T Gen, xivil 17, § Gen., xlix. 17, il Gew L 8,
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THE PELICAN.— Pelicanus Onocrotalus.

Tis bird, which is found in Asia and Afica, affords an iII:mlmﬁm! of the wonderful works of God in t‘hc ereation,  The bill of the Pelican,
frequently sixteen or eighteen inches long, has attached to its L:Wur_ portion a p:u.c‘h, “-hi.';b axtends 1.'1.'nr some distance down the I'ﬂ_lru part of the neck.
The fish oo which the creature prevs are immediately stowed away in this pouch in sufficient quantitics for a meal, not only for itself, but often also
for its fumily. Having collecte its store, it retires to some neighbouring rock to satisfy its craving :l[_:pel'lt.e, The pouch, when _slrg_l,c]!-;-d o it_;-; ntmast,
e P L U gallons of water. The old biris are by its means enabled to '_t}r_ing home I-J':Mi1I ﬁfr their young, emptying it into their throats
by pressing the bill upon the breast—an action which has gi\rgnln:se to Ehe erroneous opinion l.h::_t the 1e[ll:sm l'red:s its ﬂuﬂg 'ﬂ:ll.h its llmlﬂda In the
samé manner the males feed the females when the latter are sitting on the eggs. These birds build their nests in the rocks, and inhabit solitary places,
near the sea, or in the neighbourhood of rivers or marshes. When in search of food, they dart upon the fish from a great height. In o state of
captivity, they are, like most of the-tribe of swimming birds to which thoy b-.:iung_t, Wfl‘.unb?d. harmless, and fumiliar. Their :Hl.q_u.h is said to be
unpalatable. ~ The Pelican is mentioned in the Old Testament as an unclean bird,* which might not be caten by the Jews, It is o bird of lonaly
habits. David, in his afflicted and solitary state, compares himself to a * Pelican in the wilderness." §

* Lovitiens %i. 18, + Pealm cii. 6.
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THE LIZARD.—— Lacerta agilis.

Tue common Lizard, or, as it is sometimes called, the nimble Lizard, is the most gentle and inoffensive of all the tribe to which it belongs, Like
the others of that tribe, its head and body are covered with scales, The tail is generally much longer than the body. Beneath the throat there isa
kind of collar, formed of nine plates or scales, The length of the animal is usually from 5} to 6} inches. Professar Dell, in liis ** History of Britigh
Reptiles,” gives the following graphic aceount of the Lizard before us: * This agile and pretty little creature is the common inhabitant of almost all
our heaths and banks in most of the districts of Fungland, and extending even into Scotland ; it is also one of the few reptiles found in Ireland, On
the continent its range does not appear to be very extensive. It is not found in ITtaly, nor, I belicve, in France, and is probably confined, in a great
measure, to our own latitude, Its movements are beautifully gracile, as well as rapid; it comes out of its hiding-place during the warm parts of the
day, from the early spring till autumn has far advanced, basking in the sun, and turning its head with a sudden motion the instant that an insect
comes within its view; and darting like lightning on its prey, it seizes it with its little sharp tecth, and instantly swallows it. Thus it will often
take a great many of the smaller insects.” The eggs are not placed in the sand to be hatched by the warmth of the sun, as is the case with the
sand-lizard, but the young are produced alive, fully formed, able to run about, and very soon afterwards to take their own food. The Green Lizard,
which differs from the above, is frequently met with on the continent. It is said that when this animal perecives the approach of a serpent, it 8
extremely agitated, and runs about as if in terror. These marks of fear have been considered by some persons as instances of attachment and regard
to mankind; as if the little ercature meant to warn them of the presence of the venomous reptile. Hence we sometimes read of the Premonitory

Lizard.
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THE CONDOR.

Fultur Griyphus. a

Tue Conpor was very imperfeetly known to naturalists until the beginning of the present century. Exagperated statements were madz of the
enormous size and rapacions habits of this specics of Vulture; but a modern traveller, Baron von Humboldt, in deseribing the bird such as it reall 1%,
has corrected the accounts which had been received, and which had found a place in several useful and interesting works of Nataral History. It is
chiefly met with in South America, inhabiting lofty and snow-covered mountains, at an elevation of from 10,000 to 15,000 feet above the level of the
sea; and when driven by hunger, descending into the plains, which it quits as soon as it has satisfied its appetite, as if unable to endure the heavier
atmosphere and warmer climate below. Though there is no snfficient authority for the stories of the Condors having carried off young children, and
even attacked men and women, the boldness and ferocity of these birds are extraordinary. Two of them, acting together, will frequently attack a
puma, & llama, a calf, or cven a full-grown cow. They will follow up the poor animal, allovwing it no respite, but tearing it with their beaks and talons,
till it falls, wormn cut with fatigue and loss of blood.  After feasting with disgusting presdiness on their prey, they are often unable to I].}'.

The Indians, for sport, sometimes place in sight of a troop of three or four Condors the carcase of a horse or cow, by way of food. ~ As soon as the
irds have finished their meal, and cannot use their wings, the hunters appear, armed with a lasso, or Tope, which they slip round the birds' necks, and
catch them. M. Humboldt states that the Condor is very tenacious uFJiE-.-. He saw one strangled with a lasso, aod ]_ungﬂd on & tree, the Indinns
pulling it violently by the feet for several minutes ; but on the removal of the lasso, the hird got up, and walked about as if unhurt, It was nfterwards
shot at four paces off, with three pistol balls, all of which entered its body ; but it kept its legs till a ball struek its thigh. This act was exm-c:hmﬂy
eruel, and therefore admits of no defence ; but it proves the ereature’s tenneity of Life. M. Humbolde met with none the extent of u:huct} wings
exceeded nine fect. The greatest authontic measurcment is scarcely more than fourteen feet. The author of the illustrated work, entitled, * The

Gardens and Menageries of the Zoological Society,” says:—* The fine male Condor figured at the head of this article, is as quiet and resigned as any
of the other birds of prey in the collection.”
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THE WHITE BEAR. Urgus miaritimus,

No greater Pruol' can, perhaps, be found of the wisdom and design of the great Author of ereation, in’ whom ** we live, and move, md have our
being,”® than is afforded by the evident adaptation of the form and character of animals to the element and climate in which they chiefly live, and to
the peculiar circumatances in which they are placed, It is almost impossible not to notice this in the instance of the Polar Bear; so great is the.
difference between it, and the species known as the Brown Bear, which is an inhabitant of the land. The creature represented above appears 'l'_'l“
Btted for a dwelling amidst the fee, and on the ses, in the intensely cold regions in which it passes its life. Tt is distinguished from its more inland relative
by a nearer approach to the make of the otter, and other amphibious beasts of prey, This distinction can only be alluded to; there being no room for &
description of particulars in this short ascount, beyond the observation, that the Polar Bear has much longer feet, the soles being clothed with long
hair, by which a firm footing on the ice is the better seeured, Its manners and habits are marked with a still greater difference, Imstead of see
"1.-'¢ covert of the forests, it prefers situations such as the unsheltered summit of an iceberg, which would be death to most other creatures: or it wi
sit, watching at the openings of the frozen deep, for seals and other animals, which riso for air; and seizing them with its short black claws, will devour
them with avidity. Dead whales, or portions of fish, are, however, its favourite prey. When such diet is not to be got, it subsists on vegetable 5”&'
OFf the vast numbers seen by our adventurous countrymen, in recent northern expeditions, the largest appears to have been one, the length of which M3
stated by Captain Lyon, at 8 feet T§ inches, and its weight at 1,6001bs. Some affecting anecdotes are recorded af the tender attachment of the frmale

Bear to her young. She would, it 1s said, rather die, than desert her helpless charge. What reproofs, or eathier what lessons, do the ways of somes
enimals convey to the unkind and thoughtless of our own race !

& Acts xvil 26,
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THE DOLPHIN.—— Delphinus Delphis.

Maxy interesting, but fabulous stories, are told of the Dolphin in the writings of the ancicnt classie awthors.  Any peculiar traits in the eh
of an animal formed sofficient grounds for those who had  gods many, and lords many,”® 1o assign to it supernatural qualities and attributes; af
thus * the beasts that perish "+ had their share with the heathen divinities in the homage and estimation of men, These remarks are true of
Dalphin, whose habits have probably given rise to the strange tales which have been invented respecting it. Professor Ball says: © The exce;
nctivity and playfulness of its gambols, and the evident predilection which it evinces for society, are recorded by every mariner. Numerous herds
them will follow and surround a ship in full sail with the most eager delight, throwing themselves into every possible attitude, and tossing and
about with clegant and powerful agility, for no other apparent purpose than mere pastime.” It is, however, aa he adds, " a voracious, and @
gluttononus animal ;™ and the eagerness with which it follows & ship may in some measure arise from the hope of obtaining food.

The amiable and pious Bishop Heber, in his Journal of a Voyage to India, has the following memorandum, on Sunday, July 13, 1823 (about &
month after he had embarked from England for his diocese). “ We had divine service on deck this morning. A large shoal of Dolphins were play 2
round the ship, and I thought it right to check the harpoons and fishing-hooks of some of the crew. The wanton destruction of animal life seems to be
precisely one of those works by which the sanctity and charity of our weekly feast would be profimed. The seamen took my reproof in good part, anc
left the mizen-chains, where they had been previously watching for their prey.” g

Its flesh was formerly considered a delicacy, and served up like that of the porpoise, with a sauce ecomposed of erumbs of bread, sugar, E
but these animals, are now excluded from the kitchen. The female Dolphin brings but a single young one, which she nurses and suckles with great
tenderness and care. The mother lies partly on one side, to enable both herself and her young one to breathe easily, while the suckling is going oo
The milk iz plentiful and rich. The geneul length of the full-grown Dolphin is from six, to ¢|g]1t or nine feet.  The outward orifice of the OI‘EIII or
hearing is scarcely larger than a pin-hole. .,

* | Cor. viil. 5 1 Psalm xlix. 13.

PURLISHED UNGER THE DPIRECTION OF THE COMMITTEE OF OENERAL LITERATURE AXD EDUCATION, APFOINTED BY THE S0IFTY FOR FROMOTING CHRISTIAN ENOWLEDGE
Parce i'l.?. Prars s 24 Cotocnen

9.1

B CRAY FIBTEER BREAD






THE WALRUS,

Tuis extracrdinary animal, whic mm_..E._._.P.:n._.qw._..&___.n__#_,":.w.___ﬁ?._r._.,_m,ﬁ-n:ﬁ....q._"mm_u“..-_Fn_nmn..mu :___._fm_:__&__._._.u.,ur E___.,,.
the shore, or the ice, and remains there for days together, until driven back to the sea either by fear or hunger. At the fir
clement in which it lives and moves with still greater comfort and freedom than on dry land, TIts timid disposition, or love ol .
These are found by the hunters to the number of forty, eighty, or one hundred together. They are often killed on land at Spitzbergen, and other northern coasts, with

gpears, for the sake of their oil, and the ivery of their tusks. yan formerly, partly, perhaps, from the reduction in its

The eapture of the Walrus on Innd is less frequent th . ]
numbers, and partly from its having been taught greater coution by its ingenious pursuer, man. It is ranked with the seals among earnivorous, or flesh-catis mmials g
i her to bruise the half-pulpy

and fish, probably, forms a portion of its food ; but Professor Bell notices the form and strueture of its jaw-teeth, which * uﬂ..ﬁ..ﬁ__n:r_. kit
mass of marine vegetables, than to hold and pierce the slippery hardness of the fish's sealy evirass." The canine teeth, directed downwards, are extremely long and
nowerful, and valusble for the creature’s defence. The Walrus is, at its birth, about the size of a pig of 4 year old. Two or three instances are on record of s

Walrus having been found on the consts of Britain.
o%, AFMINTED BY THE SHIETT POR PROMOTING CHRINTIAN KNOWLETNFE.

in the colder regions, It frequently visits
first approach of danger, it makes for the
goctety, induces it to associate in herds.
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THE KANGAROO.——Mucropus giganteus.

Tuis interesting and good-tempered animal inlobits New South Wales, and some of the islands between that continent and South-eastern Asin, and has as yet been discovered in no other
part of the globe. It is fond of wandering about ameng the grass, and .__ﬂ.__i.a on green herbage, roots, and ha The greatest peculinrity in the form of the Kangaroo, consists in the extrems
dispropartion of its limbs ; the front legs being short pnid weak, while the hind ones are very long and muscular. It goes enticely on its hind legs, making use of its fore-feet only for digging,
oF m_._:mm:n its food to its mouth. Tt is very timid at the sight of men, who sometimes hunt it with dogs: on these oceasions the animal takes amazing leaps, of upwards of twenty feet in
length, springing over bushes seven or eight feet high, or going progressively from rock to vock. It earries its tail at right angles with its body when it is moving; and when it alights, often
looks back. The tail of the Kangaroo, which is very large, and H_..:E_.m...r..rr.nu, thick at its base, helps to support the animal when in a nearly erect posture. In this pesition it is supported, as if
an & __—.._._u__..___"_, by the .mn..:_.n action of the hind legs and the tail. It is quict and harmless, until attacked ; but when oblized to use the means which Providence has Fiven H._..__". its defence, it some-
times not only inflicts blows on dogs s0 severs a4 to oblize them to desist from pursuing i, but with the short elaws of its hind feet Incerates the bodies of its assulants in a shocki f MANNET.
Les flesly is said, by the eolonists who have caten it, to be good and wholesome ; but it would not, probobly, be used for food where thers was not a scarcity of provisions. Many of our readers
may have seen specimens in collections in this country. There were two in the Royal Park at Windsor, which were afterwards in the Towor, and which appeared to be but little affected by
the difference of elimate.
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THE AMERICAN TAPIRE.

uth Ameriea, and belongs to thie .m.x_."..._h..__g__._...._.i.hh wa tribe, which is so enlled from the extreme thicknosa of the akin of
e hog is of this order. The skin of the H..u._.._._ﬁ is so thick ond tough, that Sonnini, the traveller, snvs he has _.n_".ﬂ.m_:..:;.._. fired at one crossing
& river with her young, without causing her to turn aside from her direetion, althongh he could see the impression made by the ball on her hide. With this coat of mail
the .._....._3“.-. can ¢lear for itzell a _"_.._._"__. through the thickest woods, and snap in two a cord strong enocugh to stop a bull in its eoorse.. The most common mode of f_.r.:._q...
the Tapir, is to attract it by an imitation of its voice, which is like a whistle, and so to bring it close to the huntsman’s shot. The American Indians sometimes use poisoned
arrows, and occasionally dogs, for securing this prey. The fesh, though coarse and dry, is much esteemed by the natives, Its most common food consists of wild fruits,
buds, shoots, and young plants ; when pressed by hunger it will eat almost any thing, such as rags, dirt, and even pieees of wood, and small stones. One of them is
stated to have gnawed in pieces a silver suufi-box, which was left in its way, and swallowed its contents, The Tapir is about as large as & ealf of six months old, Its
body is u._...n_._....,._.. Its eara are small, The noze and upper lip are extended into n moveable _._1_._._“_:3."%_ at the __..up._.”_._.:._._m__.___. of which are the nostrils. It iz not o mischs
animal, but quict and good-tempered, unless assailed by m

.J_.nv_._t
wuntsmen and their dops, when it defends itself with great courage. Sonmini speaks of tame ones strolling at
liberty through the streets of Cayenne, visiting the neighbouring woods, returning in the evening to the houses where they are fed, and showing attachment to such
persons as are kind to them,

Thuis curions ereaturs is chiefly found ir
animuls which com pose it o

FUDLIBHED UNDER THE DIRRCTION OF THE COMMITTEE OF OENERAL L

FRATUNRE AND EDUCATION, APPOINTED IY THE 2OCIEYT FOR PROMOFING
PricE m:. Pramx; Id Coavusee,

FIERISTIAM ENOWLEDGIL







THE WILD BOAR

Tus Wild Boar still infests many parts of Europe, and was formerly found in the woods and forests of Britain. Among the severe forest-laws in force in the reign of
William the First, there was one by which any found guilty of killing the stag, the ros-buck, or the Wild Boar, should have their eyes put out! and sometimes the penalty
appears to have been a painful death. This savage and dangerous animal is met with in Asia; it is a favourite object of the chase in India, and is also said to be an
inhabitant of Syria, and the northern parts of Africa. It is one of the quadrupeds mentioned in Holy Seripture. The Psalmist, lamenting the miseries of the Clhureh, which,
under a beautiful figure, he compares to a T._c_.x_:__ vine, rifled and trodden under foot, complains—*"* The Wild Boar out of the wood doth root it up; and the wild beasts of the
field devour it."® 1t feeds on vegetables, fruit, and different kinds of grain ; though when stimulated by hunger, it does not reject the flesh of animals. The male lives
alone and apart, amidst the thickest retreats of the forost -.__.F.T_. concealed during the L..._.m._ and q:_.._.__.r._.n“ about in the n.a._._;.u_._.,._. in zearch of food. The females, on the
contrary, unite in larpge herds with their young, for the purpose of mutual defence.  When attacked, the older and stronger onies forin o ling against the enemy ; the younger
and weaker partion of the herd being H__.,._“.....F_. in the rear; and it is found that the females, though generally quict and harmless, defend their young wit the most
determined courage. The chase of the Wild Boar has for centuries been much followed in Germany, and considered the more exciting in consequence of its
dangerous character. This kind of hunting has furnished a glow but paiuful subjeet for the pencil of the artist. he long, eurved, and sharp tusks of the animal,
wielded by the strong museles of his brawny neck, are capable of tearing open the body of his enemy, the horse, at a single blow. When once at Liny, the Boar becomes
furious. He turns indiseriminately on his persecutors; and the hunter himself is in no little jeopardy, if he be on foot, or his horse has been disabled. The common hog,
or m__:.d._ one of the most useful animals reared in Grest Britain and Ireland, derives its origin from the savage and __.._.u.___..,...l“._”_._ Sreature -n_“_.:_.—..u_____?_:”_ ahove, The ordinary
length of the head and bedy of a Wild Boar of four years old, is three feet, the head being nearly a foot in length. * Punlm lxxw: 13.
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THE HERRING.——Clupea Harengus.

Tue eommon Herring visits our shores ehiefly in the sutumn 5 it is then in its best state as an article of food. The fishing for it, which is a matter of vast national importance, is earried on
with great spirit for certain periods, in differeny parts of Grest Brntain and Tpeland.  And here,” observes a naturalist, * wo cannot but adimire the order of Divine Providence, by whom
this and several ather species of fish are brought to the shores, within the reach of man, at the time when they arc in their highest perfection, and best fitted to be his food.”  Brought into the
market in lnrge numbers, and at 4 moderate price, immense guantities of them are eaten; and from their fine and delicate flavour the consumption of them is general among all classes. In
this country, Yarmouth, in Norfolk, is the great and ancient mart of Herrings. Considerable portions of them are salted, and are then culled bloaters. They are very plentiful along the
_H._”_H.F?w_:.ﬂ coasl, .mrm.m_n.F SWALH among theo CM—r._uF...ﬂ E._._.. m—.-..u_._”_u..__._._u_ islandsa _.n_._..r-.m_._..nl_. the summer .-.'n'._._nfm. u.h..-_..a_.. are .ﬂ.ﬂ_.__h._._n o the coasts of Essex and Kent in the nets used for nﬂ“—.-..m_._ﬁ mﬂ;nn- In
the London market, they are most esteemed in October and November, 'The usual mode of fishing for Herrings is by driflt-nets, which are suspended by the upper edge from a thick rope,
called the drift-rope, by various shorter and smaller ropes, called buoy ropes.  Skill is necessary in the use of these nets, that they may hang perpendicalarly in the water, with the meshes
Aquare, u"_.___n___“._: And at n proper L__.._______.u for aceording to the wind, tide, situntion of their food, ! other cRuses, the .:...-L:m:. swim st varions _.._.r._“_____._‘ below the sarface. The drift-rope is
attached at one end to a large buoy, the fishing boat retaining the other end, so that the nets are kept strained in a straight line.  This is done during the night. The fish, roving in shoals
in the dark through the water, hang in the meshes of the nets, which are large enough to admit them beyond the gill covers and pectoral fing, but not Jarge enough 1o allow the thick part al
the body to pass through, In the morning the nets ave hauled in, and the fish secured.  Mackerel and pilchards ave caught in & similar manner. The Herdng is a very capricious fish,
seldom frequenting long the same place.
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Cavia Cobaya.

THE GUINEA-PIG.

between ten and eleven inches, is otherwise called, the Rextloss Carey.

Indeed, it does not appear that it is mentioned by any
rn part of Sonth America. [t is now very common as a domesticate

d Dritish quadruped.  Tts

Vetis little creature, the length of whese head and body is generally
lt= qualities, however,

h it originally came, is the southe

waturalist as heing a native of Guinea. ‘The country from whiel
ok maorks, on the pure white fur with swhich it is covered, added to its quiet and inoffensive habits, make it attractive, especially to children.
m, are not valuable. Scarcely ever at rest, it has no intelligence, and cannot be tanght; while its tameness is the effect of stupidity rather than good temper, 113 flesh
1 pose of getting rid of rots, which are supposcd, though withont sufficient

N we exatmine
-ver eaten in this country, and its fur is so harsh as to be unfit for use. Some persons keep Guinea-Pigs for the pur

4, to have n particular dislike to the animal before us, and to quit in digust the cellar, or stable, in which it is kept.
« natives for the flesh, which they think excellent. The animal has neither speed nor sagacity to escape

In the wilds of South America, Guinea-Pigs are taken in consider-
the attacks of beasts or of birds of prev.
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THE JACKAL.——Canis Aureus.

hicvous and ill-favoured creature is & notive of Asia and Africa. Tn the warmer regions of those parts of the world, it takes the place Hm_. the wolf, q__“.ma_..,r::n that __..z-_x.:_..;___q
ce the sullen solitary woll, however, or the skulking fox, the Jackal joins in company with his species in troops, .._;..__.,r.._u::a#.,..__“..,;._._:_n in the
and domestic poultry, but attack larger animals.  They frequently

appearanee, L
The Jackal, it has been ._..____._:m__n.

for their mutual defence. These dangerous bands not only prey upon the smaller quiadrupeds,
de beasts, and make a meal off the remains of carcases which have been partly devoured by the lion, the tiger, or the leopard.
for his superiors in the desert or the forest; and he is thence sometimes ealled the lion's provider. » : - A1 : .
wild state, the Jackal, when taken, becomes mild and docile. In a description of the Tower Menagerie, in 1829, it is said of the Jackal : * The specimen in the
a3 been a resident for upwards of three yoars." 7

oned in the Old Testament under the name of the fox,—an opinion in some degree supported by a passage in the tenth a

e sigty-third Pealm :—* These also that seek the hurt of my soul, they shall go urder the earth: let them fall wpon the edge of the sword, that they may ._._n. B porlion

Hebrew word translated fox, means an animal which burrows or makes holes in the earth, Now the fox does nol prey upon dead bodies: but in those countries in which J
| neecssary to dig the graves very deep, and to cover them over with thorns to prevent the bodies from being dug up and devoured.
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THE PIKE.

Lsox Tucius,

Tris well-known fish, which is now eommon throughout Europe, was some centuries ago very rare in England, Edward the First, who regulated the prices of fish which were then
brought to market, fixed the value of Pike at a higher rate than fresh salmon, and more than ten times as high as the finest turbot or cod, Pike are frequently specified among the dainties
served up at great feasts subsequently to that date. They were so much esteemed in the reign of Henry the Eighth, that a large one sold for double the price of a house-lamb in February,
and a small Pike for more than a fat capoen. The Pike is strong, ficree, and active; swims swiftly, and ceeasionally darts along with amazing velocity, Its growth, when the créature is well
supplied with food, is extremely rapid; and as the digestion is quick, and the appetite almost insatisble, it is an expensive fish to maintain, The voracity of Pike is proverbial. They
”._.ﬂwu upon roach, gudgeon, and such fish as they can swallow ; u:u if these fail, they will eat any small prey they may meet with, whether alive or dead. Mr. Yarrell records an instance of
one seizing the head of a swan, when she put it under water: the fish gorged so much of it that both bird and fish were killed. A mule on being brought to water was caught by the lips by
o hungry Fike, which was thus drawn out of the water befors it could disengage itself. A woman, while washing clothes in a pond, had her foot bitten by one; and they have sometimes
durted at men’s hands held over the side of a boat.  Pliny considered the Pike likely to attain a longer life, and a larger size, than any fresh-water fish. Gesner says, that in the year 1457,
i Pike was taken at .“_.._."u..m._.._”_ﬂ_..__._u in _m_.._.wu.._mu.w with a brazen i-._.m. attached to it, on which was an m._._kﬂnmu”_.nmﬂ_.- in Greek to the m..a-_c.____..m:ﬂ n_mv._u_..n. “T am the fish which was first put into this lake E_..-.
the hauds of the governor of the universe, Frederick the Second, October 5, 1230." This makes the fish 267 years old: it is said to have weighed 350 pounds. The r__.nmu of Ireland and
Seotland afford large Pike, the former having produced some of seventy pounds: but Tzaak Walton quaintly says, * Such old or very great Pikes have more in them of state than goodness;
the smaller or middled-sized Pikes being by the most and choicest palates observed to be the best meat.”
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THE LOBSTER.——Homarus vulgaris.

TrEse creatures live in the sea, and are found on most of the rocky coasts of Great Britain. They feed on small fish, and any animal matter they may find. Some

are caught with the hand, but the greater number in ?ﬂu. These are traps made of twigs, in the form of wire inouse-traps, and when properly baited, and placed, will be

found to contain several lobsters. The Lobster-pots are fastened to a cord sunk in the sea, their place being marked by pieces of eork.  The Lobster liolds its eges under
the broad tail until they are hatched. Like the rest of the crab tribe, Lobsters are said to cast nﬁnmq shells onee a year; and if o claw be lost, anather claw, __E:.n/__ not =0

large, will grow in its place. The pincers of one of the claws are furnished with knobs, and those of the other are sharper, and more in the form of a saw. With the
former m..m_p_u_w_r the animal keeps hold of the stalks of nmw..m___ﬁn.ﬁ. and with the latter it eutz and minces itz food. It is more dangerous for a person to b seized r.._h_ m,:n
cutting claw than the other. Under water the Lobster is able to run very swiftly on its legs or small elaws; and if alarmed it can spring tail foremost to a syrprising
distance, almost as swiftly as a bird ean fly. Large quantities of this favourite &immur are supplied, especially in the summer months, for the several markets.
FUBLIBHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL LITERATURE AND EDUCATION, APPOINTED BY THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CURISTIAY KNOWLEIHIE.
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THE FLYING FISH.— Erocelus volilans.

Tuere are several instances of a kind of Flying Fish having been taken on different parts of the British const. A shoal of them was seen in August 1523, off Puri

taking long and frequent flights as if pursued by some of theic encmies of the deep. e threw itself on the ghore of Helford river, near Falmouth, which measured
sixteen inehes in length ; the peetoral fins, with which it has the power of raising itself into the air, being eight inches and a half long.  This remarkuble snimal chiefly
inhuhits the seas of Lot climates, and is found in large quantities in New South Wales. Pennant states, that the Fiying Fish in its own vlement is perpetually harsssed
by the Dorados and other fish of prey. If it endeavours to avoid them by having recourse to the air, it cither meets its fute from the gull or the albatross, or is forced
i Shoals of Flying Fish sometimes full on bosrd vessels. The most usunl height w which they ascend

o not in u._..r.__m.#“_..

down afain into the mouth of the __...v__.____.__...r.r. keop paee with its Qig
above the surface of the wator, is two or three feet, but they sometimes rise fifteen or eighteen feet high, 1t is an error to eall them Flying Fishes; the

fly, but only leap into the air, where they cannot remain or support their weight as long as they will, Their flesh is well-lavoured, and is sometimes eaten by the sailors
es:r.___."u:..c”...._m,_...
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THE COD FISH. Gadus Morrhua.

Tur common Cod Fish is excellent as an artele of food: and it is taken in vast numbers, in various seas, In this country it iz found all round thecoast: it abounds among
the islands to the north and west of Scotland, and is also met with near the shores of Ireland, In the United Kingdom alone this fish, in the catching, curing, and selling, affords
employment and profit to many thousands of persons. Cod Fish feed near the ground, in deep water, on various small fish, worms, &c. Thirty-five crabs, none less than the size of a
half-crown piece, have been taken from the stomach of one Cod. These fish are therefore taken with lines and hooks, About 500 have been caught on the banks of Newfoundland in
ten or cleven hours, by one man ; and eight men, fishing for the London market, off Dogger Bank, on the coast of Holland, in twenty fathoms of water, have taken 1600 Cod in one day.
The Dogger Bank fish are highly esteemed. They are brought in vessels, called store-boats, having wells, in which the fish are preserved alive, Boats of this kind are said to have been
first buile at Harwich in 1719, 'They remain as low as Gravesend, where the water is sufficiently salt to keep the fish living; if they were brought higher up, the fresh water would kil
the fish. Cod are in the best state for eating in the cold months of the year. Vast guantities are salted.
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THE COMMON VIPER.—Vipera Berus.
y, [Itis often known by the name of the Adder, It is found in sandy heaths, among

dry woods, on banks, and in waste places. It is met with more frequently than the common snake in Seotland. In Ireland it has never been seen. It is naturally feared
on account of its venom, which, by the pressure of its tooth, it drops into the wound that it has made. The bite and the insertion of the venom are the work of sn instant,
producing severe symptoms, and sometimes death iself in warmer climates.  * In-this country,” says Professor Bell, 1 have never seen o ease which ended in death.”
The remedies usually emploved for this injury, are the outward application of sweet oil, and ammonia taken in proper quantities inwardly. The Viper feeds on field-mice,
shrews, frogs, and small birds. It is very greedy, and sometimes takes into its mouth more than it ean swallow. One was found on P'oole Heath, Dorsetshire, in o dying
state, in the act of trying to swallow a mouse which was too large for it, the skin of the Viper's neck being so over-stretched, as to have burst in several places. The
Viper, like most other venomous serpents, is born alive. It immediately shows its mischievous nature, the little reptile being easily enraged, and putting itsell at once into
a posturs of defence,

as venomous as the poison of a serpent ; even like the deaf adder, that stoppeth her ears."* The

The Psalnist, in deseribing the nature of the wicked, says: * They are i
Messiah's complete victory over our spiritual enemies, scems to be predicted in another Psalm: * Thou shalt go upon the lion and sdder; the young lion and the dragon

shalt thou tread under thy feet.” $

Tur Common Viren is the only poisonous reptile which is a native of this coun

* Paalm Iviii. t Psalm xei. 13, (See Bishop Horne's Commentary.)
L

FUDBLISHED USDER TNE DIRECTION OF THE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL LITERATURE AND EDUCATION, AFFOINTED BY THE SOCIETY FUR FROMOTING CARISTIAN KRXOWLEDGE.

Frice m__.___. Prais | &4 CoLOURED.

2 ._

B ERAT. FHIETES, FREAP ATREET HiLL






THE FROG.

Tis harmless and useful animal is found in almost all parts of the kingdom. Wherever there is a river or a pond, frogs are to be met with; and when great numbers
are collected together, their croaking may often be heard from a great distanck.  They are most noisy in the scason of spring, when they begin again an active lifs,
Iiving passed the winter months in a state of torpor, without moving or feeding.  After their long sleep they feed very hearuly. Their food consists of various kinds
of insects, and of small slugs, wlich they swallow whole.  Thus the frog is a valuable aid to the gardener and farmer. One of the plagues whieh visited LEgypt, on
account of Pharnoh's wickedness, consisted of vast quantities of frogs which covered the land.* This little reptile may be tamed. Dr. Wm. Roots had one in a domestic
state, which * partook of the food given it by the servants. During the winter scasons, he regnlarly came out of his hole in the evening, and made for the hearth ..p fromt
of & good kitchen fire, where he would continue to busk, and enjoy himself, till the family retired to rest. A sort of intimacy existed between him and a favourte old
cat, under whose warm fur the frog f led, whilst the cat appeared extremely jealous of interrupting the comforts and convenience of the frog. This curious

ntly nestl
seene was often witnessed by many besides the family.

®= Exod. 1
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THE TURTLE.—Chelonia imbricaia.

Tue above cut represents the Hawk's-bill Turtle, which is so called from the resemblance which its homny beak Lears to the bill of the hawk.
The plates with which this Turtle is covered form the beautiful substance known by the name of Tortoise-shell.” There are thirteen of these plates on
the back, which lie ane over the other, like the tiles of a house, at least one-third of each overlapping the one behind it. The manner in which the
tortoise-shell is softened, or polished, and so rendered fit for use and ornamecnt, is very curious, 'lilm effects being produced chiefly by means of heat.
The Hawk’s-bill Turtle is found about the islands and coasts both of the Indian and Atlantic oceans. Turtie of this species have also been taken
on some occasions on the shores of Great Britain,  They feed on sen-weed, erabe, and various kinds of shell-fish. When not engaged in feeding they
are often seen floating, without the slightest movement, on the surface of the sea, as if asleep ; they are then easily approached and taken. At other
times their progress through the water is exceedingly rapid. The feet, which are formed like vars, propel the animal with great force. ** The
Green and Hawk-bill Turtle,” says Audubon, * remind you, by their celenty, and the ease of their motions, of the progress of a bird in the air.”
The young Turtles are hatehed from eggs which the female lays in the sand at certain seasons. These eggs are perfectly round, and are much esteemed
as articles of food, The Green Turtle is highly valued for its flesh, which is wholesome, as well as gichly-flavoured. There are other species of Turtle,
called the Loggerhead, and the Trunk Turtle, or, as it is sometimes called, the Leathery Turtle.

PUDLISHED UNDER TIE DIRECTION OF THE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL LITERATURE AND LOCCATION, ATPOINTED BY THE S0CIETY FOR FROMOTING CHRISTIAN ENOWLEDGE
Price §d, Pramy: 24 ColoUREDR

e ———————
B CLAY; PRILTER, ERELD e aBET Hikk

55.]






THE SWAN,—Cygnus Olor.

Trus graceful ereature is one of the large tribe of swinmming birds, and is distinguished from the rest of the family of ducks, by the ﬂ,....aE length of its neck, It lives almost

_.“_S.n.._..h upon the water, and _.__nn._.._.,-u. ot Inkes. It feeds ﬁ'.m_n.._.._.h__. on ._____...h._.ﬁw.ru._.:.:."u__ which it is enabled to reach ._u.“r. means of its _._..___n_.x_ neck ; for it seldom if ever —_._._._n_..n....k its whole
body beneath the surface. It also eats frogs, snails, and several kinds of insects. It is fond of bread, bizcuit, and all kinds of grain, and in winter is chiefly kept on the
same kind of food as is given to ducks and geese.  When kindly treated it is as gentle in its temper and habits as it is majestic and elegant in form ; but when annoyed, and
_.,_._.:_un:..,m to defend itself, itis a daﬁaﬂ_,:_ eneiny. Its _mdmm size, and vast muscular power give 1t a great nm,.mn.,aﬂ_.._ in this case. Though it never molests the small water-
fowl that inhabit its domains, it is said to have sometimes fought and repelled the eagle, when that bird has shown a disposition to disturb it.  Bingley gives an aecount of a
Swan which, while sitting on her eggs among recds at the water's edge, saw a fox swimming towards her.  She instantly darted into the water, und having kept him at bay
for some time, drowned E.é then returned to her nest. Swans are very long lived. Instances are mentioned of this bird having reached the age of a hundred years,
but it is difficult to ssecrinin tHE truth of the mf.o.ﬁ."i:n._.r
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THE COMMON HERON.—— Ardea cinerea.

Binps of this species are most common in England, France, and Holland. They are found in Russia and Poland ; and not only in Europe, but in
other parts of the world, they being birds of passare. The common Heron is upwarids of three feet in length: and its wings expanded measure about
five feet. [t does not, however, weigh more than three pounds and a*half; and it can therefore mount very high in the air. In winter when its food
is scarce, the bird becomes so thin that it seems to be little else than feathers and bones. It feeds on {resh-water fish, particularly the young fry of
carp and tront.  In seeking its prev, it wudes gently inte the water, sud stands in it up Lo its knee, (for it is fond of resting on one foot,) quistly
watching the approach of fish, which it generally swallows whole. The time of fishing is chiefly before sunrise, or after sunsct. Herons are sometimes
shot when fishing,  Another mode of taking them is to place a fish on a hook at the end of & line, in parts which they are known to frequent, when
the Lird is hooked by seizing the fish. When falconry was in fushion, flying the hawk at the Heron was very frequent.  Herons build their nests on

lofty trees, and more especially oaks, near to streams and marshes. The ancient Jews counted this bird unclean, it being enumerated among the
ereatures which might not be eaten,®

* Lav. xi. 19
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THE OSTRICH.—Struthio Camelus.

Tuuse large birds are seen in flocks in the sandy deserts of Afvica snd Asin, and have sometimes been mistaken at a distance for cavalry. T
Ostrich is different from birds in general in its manners and babits. Its wings are too small Lo raise it from the ground; its neck is covered with hair
its voice is & kind of mournful lowing ; and it grazes on the plain with the zebra and other beasts.  But though its wings are small, they are very usef
in increasing its speed; for when the wind blows in the direction which it is taking, it always flaps them. The Arabians hunt it on horseback for i
plumage, beginning their chase with a gentle gallop, It then continues advancing, but not very rapidly, until it is worn out with fatigue; when, findi :
that it eannct eseape, it either turns in despair on the hunters, or hides its head, and meets its fate.  Ostriches may be tamed with little trouble; and
few creatures are then more useful than they. The foathers which they cast are very yaluable; their are used for food and ornament ; their u.lml.l
for leather ; their flesh is eaten; and they are moreover sometimes employed as horses. ' During De, h:%f:;sm's residence at Podor, a French fﬂﬂlﬂ"!‘_ﬂs
the southern bank of the river Niger, hé saw a large Ostrich so tame, that two little black children were placed both together on its back, and carried’
by it several times round the village. It afterwards carried two men with great speed, It would,” he says, * have distanced the flectest race-hors
that ever were bred in England.” The Ostrich is gentle towards persons to whom it §s accustomed, but fierce to strangers.  Its powers of d !
are wonderful. Tt will swallow with voracity, rags, leather, wood, iron, or stone. I saw one,” savs Dr. Shaw, * that swallowed, without any seemi
mconvenience, several leaden bullets, as they were thrown upon the floor, scorching Lot from the mould!®
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THE STARLING.——Sturnus vulgaris.

Few birds are more generally known than the Stadling. Tt is an inhabitant of almost all elimates, and is common in
every part of England. It is a familiar bird, and easily trained. Its natural voice is strong and hoarse; but it may be
taught to repeat short sentences, and to whistle tunes. During the winter, Starlings collect in vast flocks in the morning
and evening, and may be known at a distance by their whirling flight, forming circles as they approach. They make a
chattering noise when they assemble and disperse. They are fond of society, and are somelings seen in eompany with

redwings, fieldfares, and even with owls, jackdaws, and pigeons. They feed chiefly on snails, worms, and insects; they also
eat Yarious kinds of grain and seed, and are said to be very fond of cherries.  In a state of confinement they will eat small
picces of raw meat, or bread soaked in water. The female Starling builds a simple nest of straw and twigs, &e., in the
]_'H:Iﬂtl'l-l‘s of trees, rocks, or old walls, and sometimes in cliffs overhanging the sea. She lays four or five eggs; and the nest
is often placed so high that it impossible for cruel boys to get at it to rob the poor bird of its young.
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THE KITE. Milvus Tetinus.

Tue Kite is of the falcon tribe, and is a bird of prey, feeding entirely on animal food. There are a great many species of this tribe,
EJ:H Lh!.- Kita is f.'.“l]_'-' Iil'l*.!\h'[i,_r_".u'tl. when at a distance on the wing, by its lun_;.f and f-:r]u-ll T_ﬂnl. It |-1. about twenty-six inches in length.
I'he flight of this large bird 1= very graceful and easy. It soars to 4 great height, making circles as it mounts in the air.  In itz mode of
taking its prey, it differs from faleons and hawks in general, by pouncing upon it on the ground. The kind of creatures which it eats
makes this habit necessary. Twenty-two moles have been found in the nest of a kite, besides frogs and unfledged birds: it preys also on
leverets, mice, snakes, and young game. In eonsequence of its fondness for this latter dainty, pamekeepers are always glad to kil it,
s that it is rare in many parts of Enpland. Like the sparrow-hawk, it frequently visits the poultry-yard ; but the hen, like a good
mother, is so bold in guarding her chickens, that she often drives the cruel Kite away before it can steal one of them. This bird some-
times takes fish out of rivers, and carries them to its nest.  The nest is formed of sticks, and lined with feathers and other soft materials,
and is usually placed in the forked branch of a tree in a thick wood. Two or three eggs, of dingy whits, marked with n few brown spots,
are laid early in the season. The nest iz well defended by the pareat Kite. A boy who dimbed up to one, had a hole pecked through
his hat, and one hand severely wounded, before he could get at the young binds, The Kite was reckoned an unclean Eir:l among tﬁe
Jews, and might not be eaten,*

® Lev. xi. 14
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THE ZEBRA.——Equus Zebra.

ZEnnas are chiefly found in the southern parts of Africa. Herds of them are sometimes seen grazing on the vasts plains which lie north of the Cape of Good Hope. They
are, however, so quick-sighted, wild, and fleet, that it is very difficult to take any of them alive. Attempts have been made to tame this beautiful animal, so as to make it
Like other creatures of the horse tribe, useful as a beast of draught or burden: but such attempts have been hitherto vain, There was one in the Tower of London in 1814,
when wild beasts were kept there. This Zebra, which was o female, weould carry her keeper a little distance, but would then become restive, and kick J..ru_.."....._w.. When
angry she plunged, snd tried to seize him with her teeth ; and she was always savage towards strangers. A very fine male Zebra perished in the flames at the Lyeeum in
the Steand, some years ago, when that theatre was burnt down. He was more docile than most :,.m.wu species, and once allowed himself to be ridden quictly from the Strand
to Pimlico. But he hid been born and reared in Portugal, his parents having been partly tamed.
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THE RACE-HORSE.

Equus Caballu-.

: The HGTH;'E' has been the servant of man from very early times. The first montion of this fine animal in the Bible, ocours at the time that Joseph was
in Egypt. I'he inhabitants having spent their money in corn, * brought their cattle unto Joseph, and Jodeph gave them bread in exchange for horses,
&e.'®  Soon after this we find Jacob, in lis dying address to his sons, saying, ** Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth
the hDI?I: |EEIL‘]5.. g0 that his rider shall fall Imckwaﬂ],"{- :‘.'['u_n}r other notices of the horse are met with in Hill}" Srripmre- There is a fine (Imripﬁun
of one in the book of Job.t In England horses appear to have been always highly valued. Julius Casar, who landed in Kent fifty-five years before
Christ, records their fine stature and good training. The native British stock was impraved by the introduction of fine specimens from Spain, and
more recently from Arabia, and other castern eountries. The best race-horses, more especially, will be found to have sprung from an Arabian origin.
Thfz whole rmltn!: of an Araly of the desert frequently consist of his beantiful horse. He does not tie it up, but lets it feed at large round his habitanon.
Being treated with kindness, the creature will come running the moment it hears its muster's voice, and will lie down in the midst of his ehildren
without hurting them. If the rider happens to fall, his horse will stand still instantly, and not stir till he has mounted again,

* Gen. xlvil. 17. 4 Gen. xlix, 17, 1 Job xxxiz. 19—28,
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THE SHEEP. Ovis Aries.

rlinps also the most defenceless, and onght to be very kindly treated.  We all know the value of i's fAexh

fur our food, its wool for our clothing, its fat for giving us_the means of light in the dark winter nights, its skin for leather. In Wales, and ‘in the highlands of Scotland, its milk supplies
butter and cheese, Sheep bred on the mountains show moch boldness and agility in leaping from crag to crag, venturing, in sport, or for food, to small and narrow ledges, from whenee it
wanld seem almost impossible for them to make their way back, They are found in most parts of the world. The flavour of the Welsh sheep, which run wild about the mountains, is very
fine; but m_F. Sheep appears to have been brought to the highest state of perfection in England, The Dorset breed is esteemed handsome. ~The Southdown Sheep is highly valued. This
last :."_:..: its name from a vast tract of downs formed by a range of chalk hills, extending more than sixty miles in length, through part of the counties of Sussex, Surrcy, and Kent. Sheep,
as well ag mrm_.._.___._w-ﬁ_.! are often mentioned in the Bible, Abel was a w..anf.n... of uw._mn._u. Abraham had n._:,..n“_.ﬁ and Joh puosseesed large flocks of them. David Lept his father's sheep, ani
rescued one of the lambs from a lon and a bear.  The lamb was employed as a sscrifice for an atonement among the Jews ; and the lamb slain at the feast of the Passover was a type, fore-
showing the death of Christ, who is called * our Passover,” and who was * saerificed for us.” Good Clristians are sometimes called sheep in Holy Scripture, on account of their harmless

and useful lives,

o b 3 - - & ¥ 4 ¥
Pits is one of the most useful and interesting animals in our collection. Tt is
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THE NYL GHAU.— Aniilope pictus.

Tue Ny Guav is a kind of antelope, and is a native of India. It is one of the beasts which were bunted by the Mogul emperor,
Avrung-zebe,® during his journey from Delbi to his summer residence in Cashmeer. The male Nyl Gthaw iz larger and more robust
than the stag. The female is much smaller than the male, and is of a lighter and more slendgr form.  She hes no horns, nor eny hump
on the shoulders. The colour of the animal is a pale reddish brown, marked with spots and patches of white. There is one of these
ereatures now in the gardens of the Zoologieal Society, London. It is gentle and familiar, licking the hands of those who offer it bread:
and suffering itself to be fondled without showing any fear. There are, howerer, times at which its temper is violent. . When angry, and
intending to attack, it falls suddenly on its front knees, shuffles enward to within a few paces of the object of its resentment, and then
darting forward, batts with its head in o most resolute manner. Like most other creatures, it is best managed h,‘f_ kind treatment.

* Aurung-zebe, ealled the Groat Mogul, reipned in Hindoslan, from the year 1058 1o 1707.
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THE REIN-DEER.—— Cervus Tarandus.

Tins animal is of great use to the inhabitants of Lapland, which is a country covered with snow for about three quarters of the year.
and dreary vegions! Its flesh supplies the people with good food: they make cheese of its milk, warm clothing of its skin,
made into glue, and its bones into spoons and other articles, But this is npt all; the Laplanders travel from place to lice in sledges with the help of the Rein-Deer, A couple of these swift
creatures yoked together will carey their masters 112 English miles in a day. In the language of Lapland, ** they will change his horizon three times in the twenty-four hours ;" that is, they
can traverse three times the length they con see at starting. The sledge is formed like a boat; the traveller js tied into it, and is conveyed rapidly along by night as well as by day, being
directed in his course by observing the stars, and the quarter from which the wind blows. Accidents are of rare occurrence. The food of the animal, consisting of mosses, amd the buds of
evergreens, and other Arctic plants, is generally obtained with lile trouble. But Gop is very kind in giving food to the Rein-Deer, when, owing to the deep and iard snow, there seems to be
nothing for them to eat. He has furnished them with strong hovns, with which they dig into the earth, and there find lisken, or moss, for food. ~1f this food should be so deep under the snow,

that they cannot reach it, they are not left to starve, as they can then generally get some of the moss which grows on the Lapland pine-trees,

What a blessing the Rein-Deer must be in these eold
bow-strings and threads of its sinews. [Its antlers, or horns, are
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Camelus Dromedarius.

THE ARABIAN CAMEL, or DROMEDARY.

Tue CamEL is one of the most useful creatures with which we are acquainted. Gop, in his wisdom, has created it in a manner suitable to the countries in which it is found, and to the
purposes for which its help is required by man. The Arabs ealls it ** the ship of the desert;" for it enables them to pass safely over the vast and trackless wastes of Arabia and Northern
Africa in a very wonderful way. These travellers are often many days in the desert without finding a spring of water.  If, then, the patient Camel had not some unseen means of support, it
would perish under its heavy load. It has four stomachs; and in one of theso the animal ean store up a quantity of water before it sets off on its journey and when this water is wanted, the
Camel can make use of it to refresh itself and moisten its food. It bears hunger surprisingly well, and is satisfied with a few dates or beans when its regular mesl eannot be had, Its
broad and tough feet are suited to the soft sand; as they may be spread out when necessary. When the hot sands are blown up by the wind, the ereature can elose 118 nostrils, and 1s
thus spared a great deal of pain and injury. The Arabian Camel, or Dromedary, has a single hump : this animal has been e_:m___:,..._.nw from the earliest times as a beast of burden. The
Dromedary measures from five to seven feet high. It is gentle and teachable when kindly treated. What a hard-hearted person must that be who would ill-use any dumb animal, especially
one whose services have been so long and so willingly given to man! This kind of Camel is frequently alluded to both in the Old and New Testament. We read in the xii® chapter of Genesis,
that Abraham had Camels, Part of the substance of Job was $,000 Camels, Job i. 3. *'The bunches of Camels " are noticed by Isaiah, xxx. 6, John the Baptist had his raiment of
Camel's hair. Matt, iii, 4. The Bactrian Camel has two humps : it is confined to central Asia and Tartarian China. ;
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THE RABBIT.

Lepus Cuniculus.

Tiis animal, though like the hure in some respects, differs from it in size, and in its habits and manner of living. It finds a shelter in deep holes of its own digging. These are called
burrows, which it inhabits during the day, and quits about twilight to feed. A large piece of uneven ground, called a rabbit-warren, may sometimes be seen, _.;.._..a.,.._?._._...muw pierced with burrows,
eontaining innumerable families of Rabbits. When these creatures confine themselves to sandy tracts, and uneultivated portions of land, they may be allowed to inerease in numbers; but
they are great enemies of the farmer and the gardener, when permitted to find their way among corn and plants. The damage they do in plantations of young trees, as well as in corn-fields,

r several beasts and birds of prey, as well as for man ; besides which, their fur is an important article of commerce ; so that great havoe is

is often very extensive. They are, however, food fin

constantly made among them by the gun, the trap, and other means, : \ . ! ] . ) < .
The creature called in the Bible the Coney, is supposed to have been in many respects like the Rabbit. * The conies are but a feeble folk, yet they make their houses in the rocks."® By this
_n_._..u.__.mu,.,.._.:.,h._h-_ﬁ?..__.._..au...._:_._..._“_:___u...n_.”._.. ._._.___.._._.Er.__.____._..m.

God teaches us that though persons may not have great strength of body, they may

* Prov. 3xx. 2d.
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THE PORCUPINE,

Tuis animal is not eovered with bair, but chiefly with hollow tubes, like the quills of feathers, These quills are from ten to fourteen inches long, sharp painted, and
thickest in the middle. They seem to be given to the wearer for its own defence. They lie nearly flat upon the body, and incline backward; but when irritated or
alarmed, the ereature can raise them suddenly, by certain muscles, in such a manner as to secure it from the strongest and most violent foes. The quills on the tail make
a loud rustling noise whenever the animal shakes them. It never begins a quarrel; but when put upon its guard, not even the lion ventures ro attack it. Its thos
* bristling up” at the slightest appearance of danger, has led to its being called * the Jretfud poreupine.” 1t is a native of many parts of Asin, and of Africn generally ; it
is also found wild in Italy ; and there are other species known.  The Indians hunt it Tor its quills and flesh. Tt sleeps almost all the day in its lonely burrgw, which it
quits only in the evening in search of food. This consists chiefly of rocts, buds, and fruits. When tamed it is a dull but peaceable animal, show ing scardely any signs
of intelligence, and but little disposition to become familiar.
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THE MOLE.

Tug foree of instinet is seen in no animal more clearly than in this little quadruped. Its means of _vﬁwﬂm_uwﬂ__ and the works which it performs under great disadvantages,

Talpa Europea.

afford amazing proofs of the wisdom and kindness of the great Creator. Constant toil in the cold and dark earth is its lot; which, however, when we consider its form and
powers, is doubtless one souree of its comfort and happiness. The strength of the shoulder-bones, the legs, and the paws, renders it expert in diggingg while its long muzzle
is fitted not only for bringing its food to its mouth, but also for boring the earth. Its acute sense of smell is very useful in enabling it to discover its food, and avoid its
enemies ; this sense, together with that of hearing, making its deficiency as to sight of less consequence. So slight is the outward appearance of oyes, that the
Mole has been said to be blind; but this is not the case, as has been proved by experiment. The dwelling which a Male generally forms for itself under a hillock, is a
curious structure, containing gallerics and n chamber, the latter having a passage from it to the high road, for the purpose ol safety. A full account of this remarkable
lortress, accompanied with an engraving of it, and of the Male's hunting-ground around it, appears in Professor Bell's work on British Quadrupeds. This animal's chief food
is the earth-worm ; it is also fond of mice, birds, lizards, and frogs,
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s CAT.

Felis domestica.

Fe 1) s a i . . - -
.h.ch_:_w ."_.:,.u;m of _x_E.?_._Hﬁ..::_i.u 1 sofieninge the temper and improving the manners may be observed in the Cat.
iger 3 while the tame Cat, which is represented above, is a

- The wild Cat of thiz country has been e ...__ﬁw_ from its fierce habits, the |
”_. m % - 7} x L : A __._u_.. creature, ...__.n._ -.._“.n_._._. rur._u_L___.:k n _."n._..n"._._._. . ._.._.u._.__ e .”_“_ i }] _"__._U._..._u _n_n. _“_._._.u _M_._._ FImn _.j_____...r_. m._ lives, ”__.- L& _._.u..___ of we | __ likes
"”.u___ “ﬂrﬁu_n."u__.”__."_"“““_wnw_““. _.__._“.“._.__%.Fu.a_m_d___”nﬂ_._._.__“__‘_..H.q It _”, u_.._“:m cu_ﬁ _1..,r.=£ .:zm.._._., u::._u. 4...__.?.: mﬁ.ﬁ_..mm,_‘u E.. 4._5?.. W f._:_ are wm”:;_ to it, shows m..r. I _n"..i.::. by _Ed._: 2 [t= r_,,j,._m very It, _.,____.." .* st ___ :
. ! . B » oF attacked by dogs, it raises its back and shows its teeth; the haic stands out from the skin; the taill appears suddenly 1o incr ¥ sizey and the
animal ntters a H._..___.,_.p.._._ and disagreeable growl. Its use in destroying rat2 and mice is well known, These it seizes suddenly, having watched s oppOrLEnity, oneealrd ite desipn by slow nnil
stocalthy steps. 1t is =0 fond of fish, that, much as it dislikes to wet its feet, it has sometimes been known to seek this food in __.;.:,._,..w.. It iz attached to the places to which it is accustc
has _:... 1 known to travel some miles, and even cross rivers to return to its own dwelling. It has the character of lovii g places more than persons
and affectionate. Pennant relates, that :_..._“__..u__ Wrioth Vi earl of Southampton, ”_.“E..._..F_._ been confined for some time in _”_.:.r Tower. on o charge of
Was surprised by a visit from his favourite Cat, which reached him, as it was said, by descending the chimney of his apartment. ? 5
e Cat is a very kind mother, and shows much atteation to its kittens. It has also boen seen to nutse with
own, such as hares and squirrel

eat tenderness the young of other animals, whose nature is
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THE JAGUALR.

Thuis is a fierce and powerfal animal of the eat kind, and may be compared to the leopard in some respeets; but his body is thicker, his limbs are shorter and mons
muscular, and he is of a more clumsy form : the spots also on s & ape much lorger than on the laopard. je Jaguar is o native of South Ameri in the warmer
parts of which country his cruel and savage habits, like those of the lion and tiger in other parts of the world, render him an abject of terror and dislike, He is fc
almost all over the southern division of the American continent; but he is now seldom met with in the neizhbourhood of towns, partly owing to the ravages which he
commits among the flocks, and partly on account of the high price given for his skin : both these causes sioning his destruction.  He is cowardly as well as violent.
Watching secretly for his prey, and darting upon it unawares, he strikes it to the mEE_ﬁr and then bears it away to a place of gafety, where he devours it ot leisure.
When driven by hunger he will k man, but is alarmed at any show of resistance, and’ has a great dread of fires, which are sometimes lighted to keep him off. He
is very sxpart at climi rees, fastening his sharp claws into the bark as he ascends,  He frequently measures from four to five feet from the nose to the root of the tail.
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THE FOX.—— Vulpes Vulgaris.

: is no ereatore so frequently mentioned for its cunning as the Fox, Tts slv and sns
theft ; and since the perlod in whi :
ir o wordd, in the ne rhbou
%, OF Creeps in un
If other food fails it, it
n the tenderness with which
hier character,

18 appearance agrees with its habits and manners.  Craliy to & won
¥ wolves abounded in this country, the Fox has been the worst pest among the young lambs and the poultry. Tts pl
village, or well-stocked farm ; it then prowls abroad at night, and having seented its prey, moves forward, trai
and having reached the objects of its attack, puts them all quickly and silently to death. ’
inst birds, rats, field-mice, serpents, lizards, toads, and moles, and in this respect is often fiv

‘o watches over her young and provides for their wante, This maternal feeling hns often be

rlul degree, it thrives
_.,_....__._... ig to form its
long the ground.
ey, OF CATTIDS off to
farmer. We must not omit
d to prevail over the nuteral wiliness of

presacd _."_.... hunger, the Fox levours rooks and insects, and even shell-Gsh, In Franee and Ttalv it does great mischiel by r..“._..m_.m_.. on gr s, Its taste for s luxuries has been
dpiinadd : E i : e 1 - ; ;
e of * The Fox and the Grapes,"—words which have since passed into a proverb. e various tribes of animals seem to be leagued against

i the ancient and well-known f
i ished in England, were it not required for the chase. It affords pastime to the huntsman: but we have no right to

il 1t 15 probable that its race would have been long apo extin
any animal for our sport.  Tts fur iz valuabls,

mal referred to in the New Testament in very affecting terms. Our Lord

the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head.”*

s in alloding to the privations which He wnderwent for man’s sake, said, ® Foxes have holes, and

The eraftiness and rapacity of Herod are reproved in the words, * Go ye, and tell that Fox, &c."}
* Mau. viil 20,

.n_.—,.ﬂ. Xl
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THE SHEPHERD'S DOG.

Tue faithful Dog is not only the servant of man, but also his friend and companion. S0 many good gualities meet in the character of this animal, that
volumes full of interesting secounts might be written on the habits and listory of the several species; and certainly none surpass the Shepherd's Dog in
cournge, fidelity, perseverance, and affection for its master. Some wri_u.'rx hnve thought that this race is the origimal one from which all the other varietics
of dogs have sprung. Whether Buffon and others be vight in this opinion, we will not argpue. {_'q_-na.in]}- the creature before us is of an excellent stock,
perhaps it is of the most ancient.  Its performances might seem to boteken little less than human intelligenee ; and even the young dogs of this breed,
beforo they have beon trained, appear ready to perform the services of their eldirs, or as the shepherds says, * A thorongh-bred one will take to them
naturally.” The services of the sheep-dog fust have been noticed by most of our readers. On the moeors and mountain-sides of Scotland and Wales,
and on the widely-extended downs of Wiltshire, vast numbers of sheep are committed, with confidence, to the care of a gingle dog.  In Scotland
f]mrl.i:'ni:lrl._}', where the flocks are linble to be lost in snow-wreaths, this watehful guardian is always on the alert, and almost alvays specessful in preventing it

elpless charge from coming to mischief. It is curious also, in the crowded streets of the city, and other parts of the metropolis, to notice the quickness
with which the drover'’s dog catches its master's wishes from his looks, and then directs the flock accordingly, or brings the troublesome pare of it into order,

Caniz familiaris.
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THE COMMON SEAL.——Phoca Fifulina.

Writers on Natural History hove remarked that the form of this animal's head indicates much intelligence; and facts which have been recorded confirm the remark. M, Frederic Cuvier
mentions a Scal which readily obeyed the orders given to it by its master, to whom it appeared to be execedingly attached. It would rise on its hinder feet, sheulder a stick as a
mugket, lie down on the right or lefi side, and perform several other feats. The docility of Seals is no new discovery. Pliny, a Roman naturalist, who flourished a.p. 66,* and wrote in
Latin, says of them, * They receive Eua:.___.df they know m_.m_u—bm by their look and voice; —Eﬂ...... answer to n—wnﬁ. names.” They are stated by Low, in his Fauma Orcadensiz, to have a large
share of curiosity : for if people are passing mear them in a boat, they often come close to it, or follow it; and when they hear lond talking, they put on looks of wonder and inquiry.
They are exceedingly valuable to the Grreenlanders, who use their flesh for foad, and their fat for cil.  The skin not only serves for clothing, but as a covering for boats.  In this country the
skin is tanned for various purposes. It is sometimes dressed ._.__...,H: the fur on, and made into caps. :

They are classed among British quadrupeds, being found in the Orkney and Zetland isles, .H,_H.m_. also occasionally frequent the Tees, and commit havee among the salmon. Lord
Teionmouth, in his Sketches of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, says that these animals breed in immense quantities on o small rocky island called the Stacks of Skerries. In
the centre of the island is a lake, on the banks of which the Seals are found basking in multitudes with their young. As soon as they are alarmed by the prospect of their enemies, they.con-

gregate, form a body, and seuttle away across the land towards the sea. The men divide, and eharge the rewreating column on both flanks with large sticks. A blow on the nose of the
Seal instantly destroys the animal. Many of them are taken in nets

* This weiter, who, besides other works, composed n Nataral History In 37 books, perished from the effeets of an eruption of Vesurins, which curicsity liad led liim to witnesa o0 near 1o the scene.
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THE ELEPHANT.——Elephas Indicus.

Tux Elephant is found in Asia and Africa. It is generally about nine feet high, though it often reaches a greater height. Tt can root up large trees, and ean also pick up a sixpence
or a needle with its k. When it wants to drink, it fills its trunk with water, and empties it into its mouth. The two large tusks, one on each side of the trunk, are ivory., These are
EITEn for the animal's defence, The ships of Tarshish brought every three years, for king Solomon, ivory, or, as it is called in the margin of the Bible, Elephants’ teeth.* Wme wrilers
think that the q._mw_ni“:mcz of the animal called in the book of Job,+ Behemoth, refers to the Elephant. _.m__.;_:u_._q.n are very intelligent, and grow fond of those who treat them kindly., They
are much wied by princes in India in war and bunting. One of these animals can earry 2 small building like a tower, with ten or twelve men in it.  The driver rides upon its neck, and
givea it the word of command. If the Elephant arrives at ground that mppears insecure, it will not venture on till it has tapped and tried it with its trunk. It feeds on hay and vegetables,
and is fond of sweetmeats, and the smell of flowers, .

® 1 Kinga x. 22. 2 Chron, ix. 21, § Joh x]. from verse TH to the end.

—
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THE MACKEREL.

Scomber Scomber.

Tie Mackerer has been supposed by some writers on Natural History to be a fish of passage, and to make long voyages, northward or southward, according to the season. But this

seems to be a mistake.. The Mackerel is now found on some parts of our own coast, in every month of the year. It approaches nearer to the shore at certain times than at others; and this
If Mackerel always remained in the deeper parts of the sea, little could be done in fishing for them ;
they do, in large shoals, millions are eaught, which yet form but a small portion, compared with the tens of millions that escape the net or the line. The usual
bait is & piece of red cloth, or & portion of the tail of the Mackerel. In May 1807, the first Brighton boat-load of Mackerel sold at the rate of seven shillings each fish. In 1808, they were

sold at Dover at sixty fish for a shilling! The general size and favour, as well as the beautiful colours, of this fine fish are too well known to need a deseription. The Meckerel feeds on
smell fish. Young Mackerel are called Shiners.

law of its natare enables man to take it in vast numbers as & valuable article of food.
but ToOving E.E..m the shore, as
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THE STURGEON.

Acipenser Sturio. ol

Tsi1s is o sen-fish, but al certain seasons v

es its way into the rivers. It is found on various parts of our coast, and when caught in the Thames is considered =

royal fish, and due to the Soveréign. It is of large size, seldom measuring less than three or four feet in length, The largest Sturgeon ever known of in Great Britain

was taken in the river Esk, and weighed 460 pounds. In the northern parts of Europe t

& is fish is much more common than with us, and is & great article of commeree;

Caviar is made of the roe; isinglass is formed of one of the membranes ; and the flesh, when well cooked, is delicate, having a taste like veal. Bingley calls the Sturgeon

** elumsy and toothless,” and tells us, tha it hides its large body among the weeds in the water, only showing the tendrils which grow near the creature’s mouth.

=1

These tendsils look like worms ; and the small fish and sea-insects, on approaching, intending to feed upon them, are sucked into its mouth, When the Sturgeon is

caught in a net, it makes scarcely any resistance,
_ ”
: . s
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Sarmon inhabit both frosh and salt water; they quit the sea ot eertain seasons, and advange up the rivers sometimes for hundreeds of miles.  In thos aseending a stream, 1 gress is mot

ensily stopped.  They throw themselves up heights many yards above the level of the water; and when they have missed their aim, and perhaps hurt themselves in the attempe, they muke new
efforts,  Where the water is low, or sund-banks oppose them, they place themselves on one side, and in that position work themselves over into the deep water beyond. 1t iz in falling back,
however, that the fish are frequently taken by the inhabitants, who place baskets near the edge of the pool for the purpose of catehing them in their descent,  This eustom prevails in Ireland
and Sco Lhere are many ways of taking Salmon while pursuing their course up the streams;—as by nets, or by building across the water weirs or dams, which prevent the advance or
return fish. Spearing Salmon, either by daylight or torch light, is also practised in the north.  ‘Th

: ] yhig spear with which the fish is stroek in the aet of leaping is barbed like a fish-hook,
and is very effectual in taking the prey.  In London, a Thames Salmon, when fortunately met with, obtains an extremely high price, The Severn Salmon are also moch esteemed.
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— Coluber Natriz.

THE COMMON SNAKE.

Tuere are many species of this reptile. They are very common in England, and are to be found in most of the countries of
Europe. The Snake represented above is perfectly free from any poisonous quality. 't is generally from three to four feet in length.
It lives in our woods, heaths, and hedgerows, especially near water, and feeds upen young birds, eggs, mice, &c.; but chiefly upon
frogs. It generally seizes the frog by the hind leg, and then, by degrees, swallows it whole. Professor Bell says he has heard a frog
distinetly utter its peculiar ery several minutes after it had been swallowed by the Snake. He adds, * The common Snake is easily
tamed, and may be made to distinguish those who earess snd feed it. 1 had one which knew me from all other’ persons; and when
let out of his box would immediately come to me, and crawl under the sleeve of my coat, where he was fond of lying perfectly still,
and enjoying the warmth. He would come to my hand for a draught of milk every morning at breakfast, which he always did of his
own accord ; but he would fly from strangers, and hiss if they meddled with him.”
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THE CROCODILE.—— Crocoidilus niloticus.

Tue CrocoBILE is a native of Asia and Afriea, and is hatched from an egg. It is one of the animals called amphibious, becanse it can live either in water o o
of it. It is a very fierce and mischievous creature: it always shows its teeth, and has a large mouth, and angry-looking eyes. It is sometimes :__:..._._,_"..__. or. t._lu __.__wﬂ_
lone, and has a hard covering of skin like armour, over the back, so that a musket ball cannot _'_nﬁ.:.._.-. The whole u_u:_...:_.m ATPATE A% .,..__..3...__......:__F n:?j..? H.J“.__.._"_.
worle, ‘The Crocodile lies ._._.__.m..q.__.:“. ._.m_._.m._.._“_.a... __._... the b s of rivers in Hru..._._.._._“. anid other parts of Africa : m._.._.ﬁ_.__.. hen it m_...ﬂ...m i ___v.n.. or other anima _._._m.uw _..__._.:.__1 ' ._._
anatches it, and swallows it, as it dives down inta the water.  When it is hungrey, it comes up for mare food. Sometimes it floats an —_m.._ top ef the .._:i.ﬁ... _.:_.___.
takees inbto its mouth such fizh ss come within its rench. As soon as a young crocodile gets out of s erg, it goes towards the water: but 18 15 often eaten ap by the
ichneumon, or by birds. The Crocodile’s egpr is thought to be rood food, and is eaten by many natives of Alrica.
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THE TOAD.——Bufo vu laris.,

ty appearance. It erawls aliout Yery mr_s.u.._." so that when attacked by cruel men or _,___..,.r it has but little
¥ persens th be offensive and VO IOImoUE 3 ._.L_._..h.ﬂ._._.mh it 1% not _..__"_.__ harmless, but e_m_".._..n__w and has been known to
be g0 tamed, as to suffer itself to be taken up into a person's hand to fesd. One
1's house Devonshire. It would come out of its hole in an evening when a
L. Alter having been kept so long, it was at length destroyed by a
ive inclosed in blocks of
¢ accounts are to be believed,

Timis reptile generally measures aboutdour inches in e gih, and has an unsi
chance of escape, One reason for its being fisliked is, that it s considered by 1
become fond of those who treat it with kindness. Its use consists in clearing away insects and worms, [t

of these creatures frequented, for thirty-six Years, a small opening undéer the steps of the hall door of a gentle

candle was brought, and on being carried into the house, would take its meal in the presence of persone whe came te see it
1g it at the mouth of its hiding-place, pulled it om, and so wounded it that it died. Strange storics are told of Toaids having been found

tame raven, which, se
and marble, and in the trunks of teees, where it is conj

cturcd they must have lain for centuries,  Professor T, Bell doubis whether t

WCATION, APFOINTED BY THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHEISTIAR EXOWLEDGE:
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THE WOODCOCK.——Scolopax rueslicola.

Tur Wooncock has a very fine flavour, and is, en this account, often sold at a much higher price than birds of a larger size. It is not vsually a mative of Great Brital
i in these cold parts of the world. These birds arsive

1 weather in their passage, they have sometines

but comes over to this country from Norway, Sweden, Lapland, or some other Northern region, as soon s the frost beging
ameong us at about the end of October, but not in great numbers till November and December.  When they have had "
heen so much tired and weaskened, as to allow themselves to be taken with the hand, on their alighting near the coast. They live en worms and inseets, which they searclh
for with their __ﬁ__._.m bills in the soft nn_,v_.______"m. .._...-_n.w. fieed m.._l_._cm._”_..__”_.__ .__.._.. nieght., Most of them leave this country about ihe end of _...._...._._:._:.__..u.. or ___.n. f__....-._.._u._._:_x of ."._.._”__._...n.__.
.._”.___..”.. roceed to the coasts and if the wind be fadr, "___"...... sl olit at once in u..._-m.m flocks ;. but if it be ngaimst them, ..._F..._.. will wait in the u._._..__u“__fn_._.__u__._._u woods and thickets
for a %._._:_:.En change. v : : -

In the means and facilities of flight possessed by these birds strong proofs are afforded of the wisdom and power of the divine Creator. His provision for the flight of
birds awakens the attention and admiration of every thoughtful and well-disposed mind. “If," says Dr. Roget, “ the excellence of a mechanic art be measured by the
Beulties to be surmounted in the attainment of its object, none surely would rank higher than that which has accomplished the flight of a living animal. No hwmaw
skill lns yet contrived the construetion of an automalon, capable, by the operation of an internal power, of sustaining itsell in the air, in opposition to grawty, for even a
fow seconds, and far less of performing in that element the evelutions which we daily witness."

PUBLIENED UXDER THE DIRECTION OF TR COMMITTEE OF OFNERAL LITERATURE AND EDTCATION, AFPGIRTIED BY THE BMIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEM

- B e e i n.mE




Unable to display this page



THE WHITE STORK. Ciconte albe.

almost tam it walks about the streetz, and is very useful in cles em of filth : it also removes repriies from the fi

d we find from ancient writers, that some pations not ouly _hﬂc:...rr_m the Stork by their laws, but even
h this bird was treated ; nomely, the dutiful attention it pays to its parents, its kindness to its mate
nd, that, when the city of Delit was on fire, a __.,: Stork attempte _ ?_.n.._J_ 1es, but in vain, to carry of

Tue Stork is in some
it is much esteemed in Holla
reasons for the respect with w
A story is told in Ho

aces

. On aecount «
nd a superstitious regard for it.  There were ather
e eare it bestows on : e education of its offspring

her young ones; and, finding she was unable to __.:a_k their
escape, suffered u: peell to be burned with them., This is = in the :F.E:... P _.F_..;_ nts of no partic " purt “of the globe. They are birds of passag
lerge flocks, and show great exactness in the time of their leaving Enrope for more genial c teos, ._.___.::vm:: is made in Holy Scripture to their instinctive obedience to their Creator's

0y __._. contrasts with this .: e neglect of God shown by sinful men on whom He had bestowed the i
times, and the turt] il the crane, and the swallow, observe the time of th
punctual are the arrival and departure of the various mig

r gifis of reason and F_ETA,:.___.._... “ Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her apy
It comingi but my __E;__r. inow not the judgment of the Lord,™  Jer, viiiu 7. Bishop Stan
birds, that to this day the Persians as well as Arabs often form their almanacks on their movements."
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THE EMEU.——Casuarivs Nove-Hollandie.

Tuese birds are widely spread over the southern part of New Holland, and the neighbouring fslands. They are met with at Port Philip, and King
George's Sound.  Their food consists almost wholly of fruits, roots, and herbage ; they are quite harmless, except when attacked. The length of the
legs, and the ||||n\l.':f:1i museles in the 'I'.lE:_-J:m, ennhble this bird, liko the ostrich, to run very H“'[ﬁ.!:l'.; nnd ms it iz cxcwﬂing[}' sl'h:,', it iz not {q'|.1|l.}‘ OVers
taken, or brought within pun-shot, It is sometimes coursed for sport ; being pursued by well-trained dogs, which run up abreast, and make a sudden
spring at the creature’s meck, This Jiowever, ia a eroel amusement.  We bave no right tosesk our pleasure in n dumb creature’s pain. Dogs, in
general, are afraid of .'l.t[ul:klll;.: the Fmeu, partly on account of the severs injuries which it is able to inflict b striking out with its feet. It is =aid
that it will break the small bone of a man's leg by this sort of kick. Some parts of this bird are good for food, The eggs aze large : great guantities
of them are eaten by the natives of Australia during the hatching season.  There are some fine specimens of this bird in the gardens of the ﬁuﬂ]ngﬁd
sSockety, in the Regent's Park.
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THE PEACOCK.——Pavo cristatus.

but his form is so clogant, and his plumage so fine, that he
walking with firm and slow steps along the gravel walks,

is generally kept with great eare in the grounds

Tur Peacock is more ornamental than useful. His flesh is of a good flavour;
or perched upon a wall, while he holds

of his owners in the country, for the sake of his beauty; and there he may often be seen,

up his head, and spreads his richly-coloured train, as if waiting to be admired. Though this bird is very beautiful, his cry is harsh and unpleasant, TLike other birds of the Poultry kind,
the Peacock feeds on corn g his favourite food is barley ; but he does not refuse to eat inseets or tender t._#._.__..-._._ nor, when H.E._._.nn_‘._.. is he at al particular in his diet. Penpeocks are found wild
in Asia and Africa; but thé largest and finest are met with in India. They are mentioned in Holy Scripture, as forming part of the cargocs of the fleet which carried treasures to the court of

King Solomon ; * Onee in three years came the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks,” 1 Kings x. 22; 2 Chron. ix. 1. Their plumage is also alluded
to in the book of Job; * Gravest thou the goodly wings unte the peacocks?” Job xxxix. 13.
FUBLISTIED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMITTRE OF GENERAL LITERATURE AND EDDOATION, APPOINTED BY THE SOOIETY POR PROMOTING OHRIETIAM ENOWLEDGE,
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THE OWL.——S8trix Hammea.

Tue Bary Owe isa very useful bird; for it clears off the mice from the corn, and from the fields, almost as well as a eat would do.
in barns, or hay-lafts, or lonely places. It sometimes takes up its abode in an old rain, or the tower of a chareh, or in a hollow tree ; and whe

after its food. 1t seldom goes out in the day time, because it cannot see properly in the light; and if it does go out in the day, other birds will
sometimes hear it at _n__m_.".—:. _._.:_:_:._:.._... OF ReTenming ns it g When it secs a mouse in the field, 1t ___:.__vm down upon i, and carries the little ereature 1

its nest.  This is the way it feeds itz young ones. W have spoken now of the English Barn Owl, which generally weighs about twelve ounces, and has its logs covered with
down, like wool. There are other kinds of Owls in different paris of the world; such &z the Horned Owl, the Short-Eared Owl, the Smooth-Hended Owl, and the Spectache

Owl.  This last-mentioned Owl comes from South America.

It lives for the oreateat _".".__Hn _ip the year
n the dusk comes on, away it flics
teaze and torment it.  We may
its claws to
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THE HARPY EAGLE.

Tnis noble bird, the most :||:1:1'.i["1-?-.‘|11.;uf the Lagle tribe, is distinguished from other eagles, by the shortness of its wings, the great robustness of

Harpyia Destruclor.

legs, and the extraordinary curve of its beakeand talons. Linneus, quoting from Hernandez, says, that it is equal in size to a eommon ram, and that it

able to split a man's skull with a single blow of its beak, ‘We are also told, that it carries off in its talons, fawns and ether young quadrupeds, and that it j5 56

a3 to attack even man himself. A =-|:H.1':illlll.'l| in the possEasion of the zlu.l]ng'n;.'l.l Hljl;il'[}' of Lumil;u: i stated to have been found in South ﬁmﬂl’;fﬂ-, but to ha
been pare in that purt of the wor ld. Indeed when its tremendous POWETS of destruetion are considered, it appears to he n |.'|.ﬂ.]_]].‘|_]." circumsiance that the creat
s nowliere commaon, !.wiu._‘ in salitude in the |i;'|||,:|| and darkness of the thickest Ei-_..pq_-,t_-q_ it w seldom disturbed b_'p the eve of euriosity. In L'upti\'il-_f l-hﬂl'ﬂ

little to distinguish ite manners from thoee of other birds of its tribe. One taken from the nestsbbeame so tame as to suifer its head to be bandled and scratched
but in its passage towards Hurope, it was killed, ns was supposed, by the sailors, whose monkeys it hod destroyed. The animals baving nppwmth#ﬂ Loo neat
its eage, were seized by its powerful talons, and lpcﬂsiif devoured.
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THE HIPPOPOTAMUS.—— Hippopolamus Amphibius.

a River-horse. The animal ‘before us is amphibious ; that is, it can live both in water and on land. It measures upwards of ten
feat _.h.p length, and its girth is often nearly nine feet. Its body is very large, fat, and roondg its legs short and thick ; its head large; its mouth extremely wide; its tecth of great strength
and size; its eyes and cars small. The Hippopotamus is found about the rivers of Africa. If pursued on land, it takes to the water, plunges in, and sinks to the bottem, [t ecannot
eontinue long there without rising to the surface to breathe ; but this, when threatened with danger, it does very carefully, so that the snout can searcely be seen above water.  1f wounded,
it will rise and attack boats or canoes furiously, and often sink them ULy biting picces out of their sides. During the night it leaves the rivers, to go and feed on sugar-canes, rushes, millet,
or rice, The caution of this animal is so great, when on land, that it is difficult to catch it by snares or other means. T'he best mode is said to be to watch it at night behind a bush close
to its path, and as it passes, to wound it in the tendon of the knee-joint, by which the creature is lamed, and rendered ineapable of escaping from the hunters,
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TIE

Tue Ass is o patient, gentle animal, that does a great deal of useful work, and hurts nebody. Tt is comt :__F_m __.._:_ the coarsest graes or bay, or thistles by the rond
_._._;__.;_ _.._..__._— o a sma | allowance of n__.__.:m It tremls ve ry a...u__..__._..__._.. el 15 n safe animal for
t 5o lively as that of the horse; but sllowance ought to be made for
} ghiteous n ._.p._......._.._._.__._"_. the life of his beast,™ *  “The Wild Ass of the [
uike different ._..-..":: n_.__. Ass which we see in our own country.  The Ass is useful in many ways., The milk is vsed f
pocket-books, and the tougher part of the skin is made into shagreen, for spectacle-cases, &e, ~ As this animal is we
W. B in his Animal ..:..:........a.......?...

* An

Equus Asinus.

iy persons. The
inate still,  The

nd bold e

ke,

ves lor

i __._“_._.__. 1
noewn, it only remains to give a short aneedote of one, told __..P the Rev,

_”..:1:m_-_._. L} _u..__.:_.n..._ n A in con vey J_u- J_.-..___,.-...- mq.:._._ .__._._1._. in L.:._ﬂ.
ald mon lad no need of & stick to | v and seldom dic
k. | and & for stubbornness, | o
y langhing and frying to sop

mean wha fug ARy ¥oars wold rrgetnkl

i § Jer il 24

RBLEATHON, AFMOINTED BY THE SOCIETY PN FROMOTING CHIETIAN KNOWLFDANE.

PUBLISHED URDER TIIE B (MITTEE OF GENERAL LITEIATERE ARD
e —_ Fi - § N

LIEETION aFF Fhil







th

not know

m. a5 LS.

| 1

HED

UKDER

the other.

oy renerally take to flight ; but ._._...._r. often |

._"._ LIt

.-.__.m

COMMITTEE OF

: that when he runs thros

North Ameriea, where they a

the river, ir

rev of wolves and be

ierce-looking Bison waz, a

GENERAL LITERATURE ARD RDUCATION, APPOIN

Larw; 2, CobtodEED

Peice §

FOE DRI







W

i

THE GOAT.—— Capra Hircus.

The Goat s a strong, active, Elil'-".lj animal. In Wales it is found very wild, and roaming over the most rugpged parte of the mountains and rocks,
in search of food, or in sport. Tt keeps its footing on the smallest paint on which its feet can possibly rest, and takes leaps from one ledge to another,
with a certainty of alighting safely, however dangerous the attempt may appear. It thus finds food where other creatures eannot venture, among the
heights of the Alps and Pyrennces. Besides this, it eats with a relish certaid plants which to most animals would be hurtful, sucl as hemlock, henbane,
foxglove, &e. It is easily tamed, and becomes fond of man, showing much pleasure in his society, and being kind and playful to those who earess it
Many persons keep Gouts in stables, with an idea that they are good for the health of horses. [t is likely that they promete the good temper of their
companions. Naw geod temper and cheerfulness tend to hezlth; and it is o fact that a horse often shows great attachment to a Goat,  The haic of
the Goat is very useful in making shawls, and other articles of dress; its skin is made into Turkey or Morocea leathor; snd the skin of the kid, or

young Goat, becomes the softest and most beautiful leather for gloves.
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THE GIRAFFE.—— Camelopardalis Giraffa.

Tais i a graceful, mild, and gentle creature. When standing with its head and neck erect, the Giraffe measures sixteen or “iﬂ!'t“" feet in height ;
and this is its usual position, except when grazing. It feeds chiefly on the leaves of trees, which it can easily reach ; but in browsing from the ground,
it is abliged to streteh apart its front legs. In preparing to lie down, it kneels like a camel, "When pursued, it trots so fast that even a horse
is scarcely sble to overtake it, and it has an advantage in being able to keep on its course for a long time without taking rest. It is found on the
plains of “Africa, and is sometimes attacked by lions and other beasts of prey; and, though it might at first sight appear ¢ fenceless, we are told that
* by its kicks it frequently wearies, discourages, and distances even the lion.” The use ug:he little tufted horns with which its head is adorned i wot
known, The flesh'of the young Giraffe is said to be good food. The Hottentots hunt this animal, snd are said to be fond of its marrow.

FERLIEN ED UX DR THE DIRECTION OF TIE COMMITTER OF GEN AL LITERATURE AN D EDUCATION, APPOINTED 0¥ THEROCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRIETIAN KNOWLEDGE.
y Priew }d’. Pratmr 3t Criousso

B CRAT. PRESTER, BALSL TEREET BILL







THE LLAMA.——Auchenia Glama,

Tre Luasa is generally about four feet and a half high, and nearly six fee
more frequently found in Peru and Chili,
sides of which they dwell,
earty burdens,

them to proceed,

] t in length, [Its usual weight is about 300 pounds. 1t is a pative of the Cordilleras of the Andes, and is still
Llamas live together in herds of one hun

dred or two hundred cach, and feed on a peculiar kind of grass or reed that covers the mountains on the
While they can procure green herbage, they are never known to drink. They are mild and treetable animols, and are used in many parts of South America to
They were formerly employed in the ploughing of land. Like the Camel, they lis down to be loaded ; and, when they are wearied with much labour, no blows wi
! Although very gentle if well-used, the Lloma easily takes offence at any insult, and then it has o bad habit of spitting at the person with whom it is angry,
is slow and careful in moving when it is under contrel, or when loaded with baggage ; but among it own native hills or valleys it has a swilter pace than an excellent horse,
PUBLISHED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL LITERATURE AND EDUCATION, AFFHMETED BY TIE S060ETY FOR FROMOTING CHRISTIAN KXOWLEDGE.
1y Parce §d Prass § 24, ConovREe.

induge
This nnimal

B GEAN, FEINTER, EREAS sTRLRE HiLL












THE HEDGE-HOG.

Erinaceus Europaus.

a British g 1 ea: and its head nnd face ave uﬁ__.__.m-n._.._. like : once it has received its namo. Its ......tw;r. from the n:__ of its snout to the end

is between s, sy is covered above and at the sides with sharp pr inch long, which protect it from cruel dogs, and sometimes from more cruel
he enrag | v at it, and bark, and roll it about with his paws ; but

is danper to be near, it rolls itself into a kind of b e ,

the armour which its Maker bas given it generally keeps it from harm. The fiood of the Hedge.H jous : it cats insccts, worms, slugs, and soails; and not only these, but frogs, toads,
ces,  Like most other wild animals, it spends the greatest part of the day in sleep, and hunts about very busily for its foed during the night. It is easily tamed, and, whe
kcpt in a house, will eat bread and milk out of the same plate with a dog or cat. It is sometimes used

cliens in London, tor the purpoge of nidding them of black-beetles, which it eats
very quickly, running about all the titne, as soon as everything is quiet at night, It i3 said to do mischief, however, among game, by eating the eggs; and even to enter a hen-house, a
.E::_ﬁ:H___U_.E.vz.r_..ﬂ__._ndfi.._wmhm:n..:msm::ﬁ__.

-0 -]
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THE BROWN BEAR.—— Ursus Arcios.

Tiis 1z a savage animal, and has great m.—um_._h_._”_ of m___._.._.x_...r It lives .n.__m_.__._nu.. in forests, and feeds _..:q:m_..ﬂ.__._.k.._._”_.._n._.._"__. on animal and on J_;.hn.n,__._u_.. ?_.__._L“._..__.r_..k__ and sometimes on
homey. Some creatures of this kind which have been braught to England have shown a preference for animal food. The Brown Bear was formerly o native of all parts of
E rope ; but this is not the case now. In the Alps he is still common, as well as in the woods of Bohemia, Poland, and Russi He is covered with a thick eont, of long,
suft;, woolly hair, suited to the eold climate in which be is born. It s said that Dears never attack man, unless they are provoked ; but when e ed, they are terribly fierce.
They then raise themselves upon their hind feet, and try to squeeze their enemy between their fore legs, which are exeeedingly powerful, haugh their form appears
clumsy, they climb trees, and swim with ease and skill.” When tamed, they are sometimes taught to dance; but great cruelties are inflicted in teaching them this practice.

e Bear is useful to man in many wars after its death. The _.._E"_mv_._... of Kamtsehatka make many articles of clothine from its skinand fur; its flesh is u.u_._.._. for fat
i3 used instead of oil ; its shoulder-blades are formed into sickles for cutting grass, fce.  Besides this kind of Bear, there is the Ameriean Black Bear, and the White, or
Greenland Bear, :

The Bear is frequently mentioned in Seripture as a formidable ereature. David tells Saul that * there came a lion and a bear, and took a lamb oot of the flock™* belong-
“.__w_....._. to his father Josse, The ferocious _w..rw:_.._... of the she-bear, when robbed of her .‘.._._:.._m'wu is alluded to.+ Buat the most remarkahle b ge respecting thiz animal
is found in the Second Bock of “_._nm._:.muu in which we read, that when some little children mocked Elisha, a m__ﬂ_._._.._”_”_nn. of the Lord, and used i nge towards him, ¢ there

came forth two she-bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them."$

* 1 Sam. xvil 34. + 2 Bam. xvil. §; Prov. xvii, 12. P2 Kings i
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THE LEOPABRD.— Felis Leopardus,

igth of ._.:_.v...__. .:__ m.".___.q.:_ _"._.:1_"__ and _1__.._.u__u _.._._..__m. it n.n_.._.._” ..._L._._._ ge over n"..... ereatures

cat
g el v e

Twis is one of the animals of tl
smaller

nr _.._..—:._u.....: monkeys, and
furious bound, it d

It is an excellent climber, ._:_ pursues ::..:rmﬁ n_._u:.___._n the Branches

1 sifects of its meal; nor does it wake iother otk The H;_
: joing with umuch _.::_s__ rd .___.,__._.: a fierce m__nm zly disposition, and habits mﬁ:.._:_.wu_ eruel.. This character of the
.”__...r__.f:.... _"___..__. ments of God __#_.__- the Jews __...- L _."._.-_ PEFVETRENESE, .:u_.v A __:_L..-_m r._:___ .;_..u_”_nu_. over theip cities @ every one that B
ces, because (heir transgressions are many,” Se.® In referevce 1o the dreadful power of enil habits, the same sacred writer has the following passage : * (G
ot the Teopard hiz spots? then may ye slso do good, that are accustomed to do evil.™t It is refreshing Lo tuen to the benutiful representation given by ls:
il _._.._.__._.__. ...._w_"_. thiz _.u____r and the _r.___ri_L shall lie down with the _r_.L ..w_____. the ealf, and the young _._._._.__' annel _"___... fatli .._ toget

gdom : ** The woll also s

the peaceable m :..:.r c" Chirist's

and n little child shalitlead them.™ I

& Jeor. v. 6. t Jer. xiil, 23, 7 Taalah xi. 8.

PCELISNED UNDER THE DIRECTIHN OF THH COGLMITTEE OF GENERAL LIT : ATION, APPOINTED BY

SOCIETY PO FROMOTING CHEISTIAN ENUWLEDGE.

o R T— | - I - _— -

-






THE TIGER.——Felis Tigris.

nt or dangerous. I1s coat has stripes of black on orange-¥ ellow; and it iz like o cat, b_n.:
boshes or in the long grass, 10 places called ponm ?._ :
gea ol India are very much [rightened LT ..n_"_._..u_. lieas that o _."_r..u
peland 3 but 16 18 YETY difficolt to tame LLCT.

]

Tuenk is no four-footed creature more beantiful than the Tiger; but there is none more viole
much larger and stronger, and has a long handsome tail. The largest Tigers are natives of India, where it is found li
seizes its prey when it is hungry ; and has sometimes tken off men, to tear to pieces, and to eat. The people in the ¥
i= in the neighbourhoed. . In springing upon any animal it gives a dreadful roar. It runs very fast. Tigers have often been braught 1o Eng
They are sometimes hunted in India; this is dangerous sport.
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F._—..— M... M.HJ —HH _.um.ﬁ__ m_._w.....&w_z h-._..|h.u....m_:$__5 1:.___%__":.__.?

R ks L censesile of A : 5 i & ¢ . : - - o o ..
e a_._”wn.,”.._.m_..u_n “_.HH rally of .mr_... size af a _Jq_m_qn dog. Otis Jm_c_.._:d  ill-locking animal, with eyes of a wild and savage expression, and its manners and habits correspond with its appearance.
v e s = [ P I 3 - . - ot - (] b - v m = i

g s Im.. yana, and the spotted Hymna, the one being marked with black stripes, the other with black spots. In their own countries, as Turkey in Asia, Syria, Persia, and many

“.h._.m _H_, Y. m.:.n.,_.. ....ﬂ.:..y e in caverns and rocky places, and prowl about in the night to feed on the remaing of dead animals, or on whatever living prey they can seize When other food

ails, they live on pla i « pend ' e T ery i bl iz like the - rol ' I of - i

S u.n.“_ "_._.pn_w_uun_n..huﬂ ‘__:._:_._F tendex ..u:._g_pm of troes. : .:._End cTy _ﬂmra.:; and disagrecable. 1t is like the moaning of a human veice; snd some of the nhubitants ol the Lape of Good
o . . fn . " ' | = - e r ¥ i i

____.m.ﬂm_ the plague of our "_.."._“n.m :.F_._.m_un._.:::_.:m deceive _vm_p“__._ et ﬂE.,ne__. in carrying away lambs, calves, and sheep from the folds. Bruge, in his travels in Abyssinia, says—*' The Hymwna

o :_.w Ewﬁ.ﬂ_ e n_.: ‘L.f _Hu_:.n_q of n_"E. night-wa rﬂ: and the destruction of our mules and asses, which, above every thing elsc, are his favourite food,” Few instances have secureed
AN S - f - ] . ] ' r v | i ¥ 15T H

d Pl 4 w AL Mr. Pennani, however, says he saw one as tame a5 4 dog: aud Buflon mentions a tame Hymena which was shown at Paris.  Hut such an auiinod, though secsrinig Ly

E__.n_.m:.qn"crﬂ__rm_n___._._nﬁ__:ﬁcn.:ezMM_.E_E._.__wﬂR_:ELi:rm._nmm_..pc._._.c:_ ]
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Thr Rmxecrnos is n very lnrge beast | the Ma.._."....ﬂ..—— h

The crenture, when left to itself, is guite qui
may reccive are said 1o heal soon. The ski

hioofs, amd teeth, are uged in-medicines.
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ight is about eight feet,

N

1.3

wrmless 3 but if any one tries .
cenlonred, and iss0 hard and _”_._.____..qw_... that bullets of le

but the Elephant iz ofte
i b

the skin. Different species of Rhinoeeros are found in India, Africa, and in the islands of Java, Sumatra, &e.
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THE LONG-EARED BAT.——Plecofus auritus.

Tugne are no fewer thay twelve species of Bats known as natives of Great Britain; and, if these curious creatures could be more easily caught, it is likely that some other species of the
EAmE _.u:._m.__._. would be found to, belong to this country. They are classed nmong the British quadrupeds ; but they are unlike any other quadropeds, inassmuch as they are formed for the
purpose of very rapid flight. The.léngth of the head and body of the common Bat is rather less than two inches; while the extent of its wings is apwards of eight inches. It has a quick
and flitting motion, chasing through'the air the gnats and other insects upon which it feeds. Sleeping during the day in the most retived places, in the hollows of trees, or hanging by its
claws from the bark, or concealing m_rm,_,....._-.z in ruined buildings; or in the roofs of ancient churches, it avoids the glare of daylight ; but when the shades of evening come on, and hunger tempts
the timid animal from its lucking-place, it s brisk and Hvely enough. In winter these remarkable creatures are in o torpid state. They crowd together in vast numbers under the ro
liouees and chirches, in caverns, &e., Lolding not only by the walls or ceilings of their dwelling, but by each other; being collected so closely together that it would seem mnh_nﬂw_...._ possible

s0 muny to be contained in so smfill & space,
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