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ARTICLES

Exhibited by the

Knicuts, CiTiZENS, and BURGESSES

PARLIAMENT
.~ ASSEMBLED,

In the Name of Themlelves, and of all the
COMMONS of GreaT BriTAIN,

AGAINST

THOMAS Earl of MACCLESFIELD,

In Maintenance of their

IMPEACHMENT

Againft Him for

High Crimes and Mifdemeanors.

LONDO N,

Printed by Jobn Baskett, Printer to the King’s moft
Excellent Majefty, And by the Afligns of Hmry Hills,
deceasd. MDCCXXV.




Die Mercurii 28 Aprilis, 1725.

RDERED by the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal in Parliament affembled, That
the Articles of Impeachment for High Crimes
and Mifdemeanors, exhibited by the Houfe
of Commons againft Thomas Earl of Mac-
clesfield, and the Anfwer of the faid Earl,
téigstlrfr with the Replication of the Houfe o
ommons to the fard Anfwer, be forthwit
Printed, for the Benefit and Conventency of the
Lords of this Houfe only, and delivered to the
Clerk only for that Purpofe.

W CowPERr,
Cler. Parliamentor.
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E.xbrlufad by the Knights, Citizens, and
B ztrﬁ'\;fé’: in Parliament Affembled, in
the Name of Themfelves, and of all

the Commons of Great Britain, aqgainf?
Thomas Earl of Macclesﬁel m

Maintenance of their Impmdwffnt a-

gamnft bim for High Crimes and Mif=

demicanors.

Lord Chancellor of Great
Dritam is an Office of the
Higheft Dignity and Truft,
upon the impartial and un-
corrupt Execution whereof
the Honour of the Crown,
‘3 and the Welfare of the
' = Subjects of this Kingdom
greatly dr:'pend And whereas Thomas Earl of
Macclesfield, in or about the Month of May, in
the Year of our Lord, One thoufand feven hun~
dred and cighteen, by the great Grace and Favour
of His moft Excellent Majefty was conftituted and
A2 appointed
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appointed Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, and
‘did thereupon take the ufual Oath for the due
Execution of that High Office, whereby he did
{wearwell and truly to ferve our Sovereign Lord
the King, and His People, Poor and Rich, after
the Laws and Ufages of this Realm, and fuch
other Oaths as have ieen accuftomed ; and the faid
Farl continued in this great Office until about the
Month of Fanuary, in the Year of our Lord, One
thoufand feven hundred and twenty four, and in
Right thereof was intrufted with the Nomina-
tion and Admiflion to the Offices of Mafters of
the Courtof Chancery, which Mafters of the faid
Court are Officers of great Truft {worn to ferve
the King and His People, and aflociated to the
Lord Chancellor for his Affiftance in the due Ad-
miniftration and Execution of Juftice in the faid
Court : And whereas His Majefty, upon the faid
Earl’s being appointed to the Office of Lord Chan-
cellor, did, of His Grace and Bounty, beftow up-
on the faid Earl the Sum of Fourteen thoufand
Pounds, or fome other great Sum, and did like-
wife grant unto George Parker Elq; now com-
monly called Lord Parker, Eldeft Son and Heir
Apparent of the faid Farl, a Yearly Penfion of
Twelve hundred Pounds, payable out of His Ma-
jefty’s Receipt of the Exchequer, during the joynt
Lives of His Majefty and the f{aid Lord Parker,
determinable upon His Majefty’s making a Grant
to the faid Lord Parker, in Pofleflion of the OFf-
fice of One of the Tellers of His Majefty’s Ex-
chequer, for the Term of his Natural Life, which
Ofhce being of the Yearly Value of Fifteen hun-
dred Pounds, or upwards, has been fince granted
by His Majefty unto the {aid Lord Parker for
his Life, who in or about the Month of Fuly, in
the Year of our Lord, One thoufand feven hun-
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dred and nineteen, wasdulyadmitted toand doth
ftill Enjoy the fame; and the faid Earl, during
the Time of his continuing Lord Chancellor of
Great Britam, did not only enjoy the ufual Sa-
lary, Fees, and Profits belonging to his Office, of
a very great Annual Value, but alfo did con-
tinue to receive an Annual Penfion of Twelve
hundred Pounds, which His Majefty in or about
the Month of Fune, in the Year of our Lord,
One thoufand feven hundred and fixteen, had grant-
ed to him and his Afligns, during His Majefty’s
Life ; and did likewife receive from the Crown
a further Annual Allowance of Four thoufand
Pounds, and many other Advantages; Yet the
faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, not being fatif~
fied with this large and ample Revenue, nor re-
garding the Obligation of his Oath, or the Duty
of his high and important Office, but entertain-
ing wicked and corrupt Defigns and Views, to
raife and procure to himfelf exceflive and ex-
orbitant Gain and Profit, by divers unjuft and
oppreflive Practices and Methods herein after
mentioned, whilft he continued in the faid Office
of Lord Chancellor, did Hllegally, Corruptly,
and Extorfively take and receive to his own Pri-
vate Ufe the following or fome other great Sums
of Money.

ARTICLE 1

That Richard Godfrey, Efy; having Contra-
¢ted with Sir Thomas Gery, One of the Mafters
of the Court of Chancery, for the Purchafe and
Surrender of his Office,at the Price of Five thou-
fand Pounds, or fome other Great Sum of Money ;
The faid Thomas Earl of Macclesficld, whillt he

: B con-
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continued Lord Chancellor of Great Britam, and
before the Admiffion of the faid Richard Godfrey
into the Office of One of the Mafters of the
Court of Chancery, did by Colour of his Office
of Lord Chancellor, Illegally, Corruptly, and Ex-
torfively Infift upon, Take and Receive of and
and from the faid Richard Godfrey the Sum of
Eight hundred and forty Pounds, or fome other
Sum of Money, for the Admitting him into {uch
Office of a Mafter of the Court of Chancery,
and to the Intent that the faid Ricbard Godfrey
{hould Have, Exercife and Enjoy the {ame, which
{faid Office Touches and Concerns the Adimni-
niftration and Execution of Juftice in the faid
Court, and the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield,
being Lord Chancellor, in Purfuance and Exe-
cution of the faid wicked and corrupt Bargain,
or in Purfuance of {ome other Bargain or Agree-
ment of the fame Infamous and Corrupt Nature,
did admit and {wear the faid Richard Godfrey in-
to the Office of One of the Mafters of the faid
Court of Chancery, upon the Surrender of the
faid Sir Thomas Gery, in Breach and Violation of
his Oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the great
Truft in him Repofed, contrary to the Duty of
his Office, and againft the Good and Whn!egmc
Laws and Statutes of this Realm.

A BT L

That the Office of One of the Mafters of the
faid Court of Chancery becoming Vacant by the
Death of Samuel Browning, Efq; One of the late
Mafters of the faid Court ; The faid Thomas Earl of
Macclesfield, whilft he continued Lord Chancellor
of Great Britain, and before the Admiffion of
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Fames Lightboun, E{q; into the {aid Office of One of
the Mafters of the Court of Chancery did, by Colour
of his Office of Lord Chancellor, 1llegally, Cor=
ruptly; and Extorfively Infift upon, Take and Re-
ceive of and from the {aid Fames Lightboun the
Sum of Six thoufand Pounds, or fome other
great Sum of Money, in Confideration of, and for
the Admitting him into fuch Ofhce, and to the
Intent that the {aid Fames Lightborn thould Have,
Exercife and Enjoy the fame, which faid Office
Touches and Concerns the Adminiftration and
Execution of Juftice in the faid Court, and the
faid Thomas Farl of Macclesfield, beingLord Chan-
cellor, in Purfuance and Execution of the faid
wicked and corrupt Bargain, or in Purfuance of
fome other Bargain or Agreement of the fame
Infamious and Corrupt Nature, did admit and
{wear the faid Fames Lightboun into the Office of
One of the Mafters of the {aid Court of Chan-
cery, in Breach and Violation of hisOath as Lord
Chancellor, and of the great Truft in him Repo-
fed, contrary to the Duty of his Office, and againft
the Good and Wholefome Laws ahd Stitutes of
this Realm.

AR T. IL

That Fobn Borret, Efq; having Contra&ed
with Fobn Meller, Efq; One of the Mafters of the
Court of Chancery, for the Purchafe and Surren-
der of his faid ()ﬂfcc, at the Price of Nine thou-
{and Pounds, or fome other great Sum of Money ;
The faid Thomas Farl of Macclespield, whilft he
continued Lord Chancellor of Great Britam, and
before the Admiflion of the faid Fobn Borret into
the Office of One of the Mafters of the Court of
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Chancery, did, by Colour of his Office of Lord
Chancellor, Hlegally, Corruptly, and Extorfively
Infift upon,Take and Receive of and from the faid
Fobn Borret the Sum of Fifteen hundred and fe-
venty five Pounds, or fome other Sum of Money,
for the Admitting him into {uch Office of a Ma-
fler of the faid Court of Chancery, and to the
Intent that the faid Fobn Borvet {hould Have, Ex-
ercife and Enjoy the {ame, which faid Office Touch-
es and Concerns the Adminiftration and Execu-
tion of Juftice in the faid Court; And the faid
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, being Lord Chancel-
lor, in Purfuance and Execution of the faid wick-
ed and corrupt Bargain, or in Purfuance of {fome
other Bargain or Agreement of the fame Infa-
mous and Corrupt Nature, did admit and {wear
the {aid jobn Borret into the Office of One of
the Mafters of the faid Court of Chancery, upon
the Surrender of the faid Jobn Meller, in Breach
-and Violation of his Oath as Lord Chancellor,
and of the great Truft in him Repofed, contrary
to the Duty of his Office, and againft the Good

and Whollefome Laws and Statutes of this
Realm.

ART. 1V.

That Edward Conway, Efq; having contracted
with Fobu Orlebar, Elq; one of the late Mafters
of the Court of Chancery, for the Purchafe and
Surrender of his {aid Office, at the Price of
Six thoufand Pounds, or fome other great Sum of
Money, the faid Thomas Farl of Macclesfreld,
whillt he continued Lord Chancellor of Great
Britam, and before the Admiflion of the faid
Edwarrfﬁ&mway into the Office of one of the

Mafters
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Mafters of the Court of Chancery, did, by co-
lour of his Office of Lord Chancellor, Illegally,
Corruptly, and Extorfively Infift upon, Take, and
Receive of and from the faid Edward Conway,
the Sum of Fifteen hundred Pounds, or fome
other Sum of Money, for the Admitting of him
into fuch Office of a Malfter of the faid Court of
Chancery, and to the Intent that the {aid Ed-
ward Conway fhould Have, Exercife, and Enjoy
the fame, which faid Ofhce Touches and Concerns
the Adminiftration and Execution of Juftice in
the faid Court ; and the {aid Thomas Farl of
Macclesfreld, being Lord Chancellor, in Purfuance
and ‘Execution of the faid wicked and corrupt
Bargain, or in Pur{uance of fome other Bargain
or Agreement of the fame infamous and corrupt
Nature, did admit and fwear the faid Edward
Conway into the Office of One of the Malfters of
the faid Court of Chancery, upon the Surrender
of the faid Fobn Orlebar, in Breach and Viola-
tion of his Oath, as Lord Chancellor, and of
the great Truft in him repofed, contrary to the
Duty of his Office, and againft the good and
wholfome Laws and Statutes of this Realm.

ATH AN

That William Kynaflon, Fiq; having contracted
with William Rogers, E{q; One of the Mafters
of the Court of Chancery, for the Purchafe and
Surrender of his faid t(g%cc, at the Price of Six
thoufand Pennds, or fome other great Sum of
Money, the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield,
whilft he continned Lord Chancellor of Great
Britam, and before the Admiflion of the faid
William Kynafton into the Office of One of the

Q Mafters
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Mafters of the Court of Chancery, did, by co-
lour of his Office of Lord Chancellor, Mlegally,
Corruptly, and Extorfively Infift upon, Take, and
Receive of and from thefaid William Kynafton, the
Sum of Fifteen hundred and feventy five Pounds,
or fome other Sum of Money, for the Admit-
ting him into fuch Office of a Malter of the faid
Court of Chancery, and to the Intent that the
faid Walliam Kynafton thould Have, Exercife, and
Enjoy the fame, which faid Office Touches and
Concerns the Adminiftration and Execution of
Juftice in the faid Court; and the faid Thomas
Earl of Macclesfield, being Lord Chancellor, in
Purfuance and Execution of the faid wicked and
corrupt Bargain, or in Purfuance of fome other
Bargaiti or Agreement of the fame infamous and
corrupt Natute, did admit and fwear the faid
William Kynafton into the Office of One of the
Mafters of the faid Court of Chancery, upon
the Surrender of the faid William Rogers, in
Breach and Violation of his Oath, as Lord Chan-
cellor, and of the great Truft in him repofed,
cofitrary to the Duty of his Ofhee, and againﬁ
the good and wholfome Laws and Statutes of
this Realm.

A R-I.. VL

That Thomas Bennet, ¥iq; having contracted
with Fobn Hiccocks, Fiq; One of the Maflers of
the Court of Chancery, for the Purchafe and
Surrender of his faid Office, at the Price of
Seven thoufand five hundred Pounds, or fome
other great Sum of Money, the faid Thomas
Earl of Macclesfield, whilft he continued Lord
Chancellor of Great Britain, and before the Ad-
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miflion of the {aid Thomas Bemnet into the Office
of One of the Malters of the faid Court of
Chancery, did, by colour of his Cfhice of Lord
Chance{l}nr, Hlegally, Corruptly, and Extor(ively
Infift upon, Take, and Receive of and from the
faid Thomas Benmet, the Sum of Fifteen hundred
and feventy five Pounds, or {ome other Sum of
Money, for the Admitting him into fuch Office
of a Mafter of the {aid Court of Chancery, and
to the Intent that the {aid Thomas Bennet fhould
Have, Exercife, and Enjoy the fame, which faid
Office Touches and Concerns the Adminiftration
and Execution of Jufticein the faid Court; and the
faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, being Lord
Chancellor, in Purfuance and Execution of the
faid wicked and corrupt Bargain, or in Purfuance
of {ome other Bargain or Agreement of the fame
infamous and corrupt Nature, did admit and
fwear the {aid Thomas Bemnet into the Ofhice of
One of the Mafters of the faid Court of Chan-
cery, upon the Surrender of the faid Fobn Hic-
cocks, in Breach and Violation of his Oath, as
Lord Chancellor, and of the great Truft in him
repofed; contrary to the Duty of his Office, and
againft the good and wholfome Laws and Sta-

tutes of this Realm.

AR T. VIE

That the Office of One of the Mafters of the
faid Court of Chancery, becoming vacant by the
Death of William Fellows, Ffq; One of the late
Mafters of the faid Court, the {aid Thomas Earl
of Macclesfield, whilft he continued Lord Chan-
cellor of Great Britam, and before the Admif-
fion of Francis Elde, Efg; into the faid Office
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of Oneof the Malters of the Court of Chancery,
did, by colour of his Office of Lord Chancellor,
tllezally, Corruptly, and Extorfively Infift upon,
Take, and Receive of and from the faid Francis
Elde, the Sum of Five thoufand two hundred
and fifty Pounds, or fome other great Sum of
Money, in Confideration of, and for the Ad-
mitting him into fuch Office of a Mafter of
the faid Court of Chancerv, and to the Intent
that the faid Francis Elde thould Have, Exercife,
and Enjoy the fame, which {aid Office touches
and concerns the Adminiftration and Execution
of Juftice in the faid Court ; and the faid The-
mas Earl of Macclespeld, being Lord Chancel-
lor, in Purfuance and Execution of the faid
wicked and corrupt Bargain, or in Purfuance of
fome other Bargain or Agreement of the fame
infamous and corrupt Nature, did admit and
{wear the faid Francis Elde into the Office of One
of the Mafters of the faid Court of Chancery,
in Breach and Violation of his Oath, as Lord
Chancellor, and of the great Truft in him re-
pofed, contrary to the Duty of his Office, and
againft the good and wholfome Laws and Sta-
tutes of this Realm. -

A RT. Vil

That the Office of One of the Mafters of the
faid Court of Chancery becoming vacant by the
Death of Jobn Borret, Eq; One of the late Ma-
fters of the faid Court, who died infolvent, greatly
indebted to the Suitors of the faid Court, the faid
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, whilft he continued
Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, without fe-
curing a ﬁ;ﬂéSatisfa&ion to the faid Suitors;:h for
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their Debts, and before the Admiffion of Mark
Thurfton, Efg; into the faid Office of One of the
Mafters of t?nc Court of Chancery, did, by Co-
lour of his Office of Lord Chancellor, 1llegally,
Corruptly, and Extorfively, Infift upon, Take, and
Receive, of and from the {aid Mark Thurfton, the
Sum of Five thoufand two hundred and ffty
Pounds, or {fome other great Sum of Money, in
Confideration of and for the admitting him into
fuch Office of a Mafter of the faid Court of
Chancery, and to the Intent that the faid Marj
Thurflon thould Have, Exercife, and Enjoy the
fame, which {aid Office Touches and Concerns
the Adminiftration and Execution of Juftice in
the {aid Court ; and the faid Thomas Earl of
Macclesfield, being Lord Chancellor, in Purfu-
ance and Execution of the {aid wicked and cor-
rupt Bargain, or in purfuance of fome other Bar-
gain or Agreement of the {ame infamous and
corrupt Nature, did admit and {wear the faid
Mark Thurfton into the Office of One of the
Mafters of the {aid Court of Chancery, in Breach
and Violation of his Oath, as Lnrgﬂhanczﬂm‘,
and of the great Truft in him repofed, contrary to
the Duty of his Office, and againft the good and
wholfome Laws and Statutes of this Realm.

AdRs T BX

That whereas Thomas Bennet, Elq; in or about
the Month of Auguft, in the Tenth Year of His
Majefty’s Reign, was poflefled of an Officé in the
Court of Chancery, called the Office of Clerk of
the Cuftodies, for the Term of hisLife, by Virtue
of His Majefty's Letters Patents under the Great
Seal of Great Britam, which Office is an DHiCE
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of Truft in the faid Court, in the Gift and Dif-
pofal of the Crown by Grant under the Great
Seal, and concerns the writing and making Com-
miffions to inquire of Ideots and Lunaticks, and
the Procefs thereupon, and Letters Patents for
the Cuftody of the Bodies of Ideots and Lu-
naticks, and the keeping, entring, and tranfcribing
Orders, Reports, and Accounts made and de-
clared touching Ideots and Lunaticks, and their
Eftates in the faid Court of Chancery ; and the
{aid Thomas Bemnet having agreed with Hugh
Hamerfley, Efq; to refign the faid Office, in or-
der to obtain His Majelty's Royal Grant of the
faid Office to the faid Hugh Hamerfley, the faid
Thomas Farl of Macclesfield, being then Lord
Chancellor of Great Lritam, did retufe to permit
or accept of fuch Refignation, until the {aid T7o-
mas Benmet had agreed to pay unto the faid Tho-
mas Earl of Macclesfield, or unto his Ufe, One
hundred and five Pounds, or fome other Sum of
Money, as a Confideration for the {ame, and, b

Colour of his Office of Lord Chancellor, did Il-
legally, Corruptly, and Extorfively Infift upon,
Take, and Receive, of and from the faid Thomas
Bennet, the {aid One hundred and five Pounds, or
fome other Sum for and in Confideration of the
permitting and accepting fuch Surrender of the
faid Office, in order to and for the obtaining and
procuring a New Grant of the {aid Office to the
{aid Hugh Hamerfley; and in purfnance thereof,
the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, then being
Lord Chancellor, and One of the Lords Juftices
of this Kingdom, during His Majefty’s Abfence,
did accept, or caufe to be duly accepted, the Re-
fignation of the faid Thomas Bennet of the faid
Office, and by his Interelt and Recommendation
did obtain and procure His Majefty’s Royal War-
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rant for preparing and pafling His Majefty’s Grant
of the faid Office, under the Great Seal, to the {aid
Hugh Hamer fley for the Term of his Life ; which
Grant afterwards, in or about the Month of Sep-
tember, in the Tenth Year of His Majelly’s Reign,
did accordingly pafs the Greit Seal, then in the
Cuftody of the faid Earl, for which all the ufual
and accuftomed Fees were paid, over and befides
the faid One hundred and five Pounds, in great De-
ceit of the Crown, in Breach and Violation of his
Oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the feveral great
Trufts then in him repofed, contrary to the Duty
of his Offhice, and againft the good and wholiome
Laws and Statutes of this Realm.

Apiging

That the faid Thomas Farl of Macclesfield,
whilft he continued Lord Chancellor of Great
Britain, did llegally and Corruptly Ordain,Name,
and Make divers other Officers and Minifters of
His Majefty, for Gift and Brocage, and did like-
wife Ilegally and Corruptly {elldivers other Ofh-
ces, touching and concerning the Adminiftration
and Fxecution of Juftice in the Court of Chan-
cery, to {everal Perfons, for divers great Sums of
Money, which the faid Earl did receive from the
faid Perfons for their refpective Admiflions into
fuch Offices, and before they were admitted there-
unto, and in order that the faid Perfons thould
Have, Fxercife, and Enjoy the fame, in great
Breach of the Truft in him repofed, and of his
Oath as Lord Chancellor, contrary to the Duty
of his Office, and againft the Laws and Statutes
of this Realm.

e
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ART. XL

That the faid Thomas Fad of Macclesfield,
whilft he continued in the Office of Lord Chan-
cellor of Great Britam, in order to advance and
increafe the Illegal and Corrupt Gain, arifing to
himfelf from the Sale and Difgnfal of the Offices
of Mafters of the Court of Chancery, in Violation
of the great Truft repofed in him for the Care
and Protection of the Suitors of the faid Court,
whofe Money and Ffleéts were, by Orders of the
faid Court, lodged in the Hands of the Mafters
of the {aid Court of Chancery, did admit feveral
Perfons to the faid Offices of Mafters of the faid
Court of Chancery, who, at the Time of {uch their
Admiflions, were of {mall Subftance and Ability,
very unfit to be trufted with the great Sums of
Money and other Effets of the Suitors of the faid
Court, lodged in their Hands by the Orders of
the faid Court ; and did publickly in open Court,
when he fat there as Lord Chancellor, falfly res
prefent the {aid Perfons, {fo by him admitted to
the Offices of Mafters of the faid Court of Chan-
cery, as Perfons of great Fortunes, and in every
refpet qualified for the Truft repofed in them,
to the manifeft Deceit and Injury of the Suitors
of the faid Court.

AR T Xl

That whilft the faid Thomas Earl of Maccles-
field executed the faid Office of Lord Chancellor,
an unjuft and fraudulent Method was practifed in
the Court of Chancery upon the Sale of the Offi-
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ces of Mafters of the faid Court, and upon the
Admi(lions of New Mafters, that the Prices or Sums
of Money agreed to be paid for the Purchale of
the faid Ofhces, and for the Admiffions there-
into, were fatisfied and paid out of the Monies
and Effeéts of the Suitors of the Court depofited
in the Hands of the relpective Mafters, furrendring
their Offices, or dying, either by way of Retainer
of the Purchafe Money in the Hands of the Mafter
refigning, or of replacing the Money disburfed
for fuch Purchafe or Admiffion by the fucceeding
Mafter, out of the Money and Effe@s of the
Suitors coming into hisHands ; by which Practice
the Price and Value given upon the Sale of the
faid Offices, and Admiflions thereinto, during the
Time afcrefaid, were greatly advanced, and feveral
Perfons of {mall Ability and Subftance were en-
couraged to Contract for the faid Offices, upon a
Profpect of the eafie Method of paying for the
Purchafe of the fame, by means whereof great
Deficiencies have incurred in the Offices of {feve-
ral Mafters of the {aid Court, admitted by the
faid Thomas Farl of Macclesfield, which they have
not been able to anfwer and make good ; and al-
though the faid Practice was notorious and pub-
lick, and the faid Farl was well informed thereof,
and fully acquainted therewith, vet the faid
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, in order to increafe
his own unjuft and corrupt Profit in the {elling the
faid Offices, and the Admiflions thereto (which in
confequence of this evil Practice was raifed and
received by him outof the Effeéts of the Suitors,
for whom he wasintrufted ) did not at any Time,
whilft he continued in hisOfhice of Lord Chan-
cellor, ufe or take any Meafures to reform the
faid Abufe, or to prevent the {ame, either by
caufing proper Schelules to be taken of the Mo-
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ney and Fffefts of the Suitors delivered over and
Transferred, or by appointing any Perfon, in his
Behalf, to infpect or {upervife the Transfers or De-
liveries thereof, or in any other Manner ; But on
the Contrary, the faid Thomas Earl of Macclef-
field, Unjuftly, Corruptly, and contrary to the
Duty of his faid Office of Lord Chancellor (to
whom the Superintendency of the faid Mafters,
and of their Accounts did Appertain ) did fuffer
the faid Fraudulent Practice to proceed and be ex-
ercifed without any Controul or Check, whereby
great Embezlements have been made of the Suitors
Money and Effecls, to their great Lofs, in the Of-
fices of feveral of the Mafters of the faid Court,
who have not been able to anfwer and pay their
refpective Ballances owing upon their Accounts,
in breach of the Truft repofed in him for the
Prefervation of the Eftates and Fffecls of the
Suitors, to the Difhonour and Difcredit of the
faid Court, and to the great Injury and Defraud-
ing of the faid Suitors, in a Court of Equity,
Eftablifhed for their Relief and Protetion.

o e B [

That Fleetwood Dormer, Efg; One of the Ma-
fters of the Court of Chancery, having Embez-
led great Part of the Money and Fffects belong-
ing to the Suitors of the faid Court, with which
he was Intrufted by the faid Court, and difpofed
of the fame for his own Private Advantage, by
Means whereof there became, and {till Continues
a great Deficiency in that Office, to the Amount
of Twenty five thoufand Pounds, or fome other
great Sum ; and the faid Fleetwood Dormer, hav-

ing
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ing Abfconded and for fome time Abfented him*
felf, Application was made to the faid Farl of
Maccfesﬁ.’d, then Lord Chancellor of Great Bri-
tam, to {ecure the Perfon of the faid Fleetwood
Dormer, and to take proper Methods for Com-
pelling the faid Fleetwood Dormer to make Satif-
fa@tion to the Suitors for the Money and Effeéls,
which he had fo Embezled, vet the faid Earl,
from an Apprehenfion, that a Publick Difcoverv
of the faid Deficiency might leflen the Unjuft
Gain he propofed to make to him{elf, by {elling
and difpofing of the faid Offices of Mafters of
the faid Court, neglected and declined either to
fecure the Perfon of the faid Fleetwood Dormer,
and his Eftate and Efledls, or to make a proper
Enquiry into the faid Deficiency; But on the
Contrary, the faid Earl, whilft he Continued Lord
Chancellor of Great Britam, did Endeavour, by
many Indirect Pracltices, to conceal from the Sui-
tors of the Court, the true State and Condition
of the faiid Office, as well with refpeét to the
Effe@s of the faid Fleetwood Dormer, as to the
Debt due from him to the Suitors of the Court;
And upon Motion made in the faiid Court of
Chancery (after the faid Earl knew that the {aid
Fleetwood Dovmer had {o Abfconded ) on behalf
of fome of the Suitors of the Court, to have
their Effeéts Transferred from the {aid Fleetwood
Dormer to {fome other Mafter, for the better Se-
curing thereof, the faid Earl of Muacclesfield, in
order to delude the Suitors of the faid Court in-
to a Belief that their Effeéts were fafe, and there-
by to prevent a Publick Enquiry, then fitting as
Lord Chancellor in open Court, did fay, That
the {aid Parties need not be in hafte, and did
at the fame time falfly and deceitfully Declare,
that the faid Fleetwood Dormer was only gone

to
B
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to tike the Air in the Country, and that he
would return in a little time, and all would be
well, or to that Effect.

AR T XIV.

That the fiid Fleetwood Dormier, having towards
Satisfaction of the Suitors of the {aid Court, aflign-
ed to Henry Edwards, Elq; (who Succeeded him
in his Office of Mafter of the faid Court of Chan-
cery) a Debt of Twenty four thoufand and forty
{ix Pounds, Four Shillings, or fome other great
Sum due from William Wilfon, a Banker to the
{aid Fleetwood Dormier, to the intent that the Mo-
ney received on Account thereof fhould be ap-
plied and difpofed of, as thefaid Court of Chan»
cerv fhould Order and Tiret, the faid Thomas
Earl of Macclesfield, whilft he continued Lord
Chancellor of Great Britam, for the Unlaw{ul
Purpofes aforefaid, without Regard to the Inte-
reft of the faid Suitors, by colour of his Office,
did, in an Unwarrantable, Clandeftine, and Un-
ufual Manner, Authorize, Direct, and Eftablifh a
precarious and trifling Compofition with the faid
William Wilfon, upon the Terms of the faid Wil-
liam Wilfon's paying the Som of Fourteen hun-
dred fixty three Pounds, two Shillings, and a
Penny, and afligning Ten thoufand Pounds, part
of a Debt of Twenty two thoufand and fixty
Pounds, twelve Shillings, and five Pence, pre-
tended to be due to the {aid William Wilfon from
Edward Poulter, or to that Fflect, in Difcharge
of the faid Debt ; and to that End, upon the Re-
port of Fobn Hiccocks, EAq; then one of the Ma-
{ters of the {aid Court, without any Attendance
order'd or had thereupon, and without Notice to

B the
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the faid Suitors, did, by a private Oider not
made in open Court, order the {aid Hemry Ed-
wards to accept of the faid Compofition, in full
Difcharge of the faid Debt, which faid Edward
Poulter was a Perfon infolvent, and has fince ab-
{conded for Debt, and none, or but a very {mall

t of the faid Ten thoufand Pounds, has been or
1s ever likely to be received.

AR T XV,

 That the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield,
whilft he continued Lord Chancellor of Great
Britain, to carry on his Corrupt and Unjuift
Parpofes, and to conceal the Deficiency that was
in the Office of the faid Fleetwood Dormer, did, .
in or about the Month of February, in the Year
of our Lord, One thoufand feven hundred and
twenty, order the feveral Mafters of the faid
Court of Chaneery to bring in their Accounts
of the Cafh, Eﬂr{&s, and Securities in their
Hands belonging to the Suitors of the Court,
not with a Defign of Examining their Accounts,
or Securing the Eftate and Effects of the Suitors,
but with an Intent to Terrify the {aid Mafters, and
thereby oblige them to contribute great Sums of
Money towards anfwering the Demands that
fhould, from Time to Time, be made upon the
faid Office ; for which Purpole, he the faid Earl
did at feveral Times reprefent, or caufe to be re-
prefented to the {aid Mafters, that if they reful-
ed fo to do, the Money and Effe@s of the Suitors
would be taken out of their Hands, and the faid
Mafters deprived of making any Profit of the
fame ; by which Pradtices the {aid Earl, being
then Lord Chancellor of Great Britam, by co-
lour of his Authority, did perfwade and induce
- K Nine
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Nine of the Mafters of the faid Court of Chan-
cery, to pay Five hundred Pounds each for the
Purpofes aforefaid ; feveral of whom paid the
{fame out of the Money or Effets of the Suitors
in their Hands ; but after fuch Payments, the faid
Thomas Farl of Macclesfield til.i(iT not oblige the
{aid Mafters to deliver in their Accounts in Put-
fuance of fuch his faid Order.

AR T. XVL

That Elizabeth Chitty, Widow, having obtained
an Order of the Court of Chancery, on or about
the Seventeenth Day of March, in the Tenth Year
of His prefent Majefty’s Reign, made by the faid
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, then Lord Chancel-
lor, whereby Henry Edwards, Elq; One of the
Mafters of the faid Court of Chancery, who fuc-
ceeded Fleetwood Dormev, E{q; in the {aid Office
was ordered to pay her the Sum of One thoufand
Pounds, Part of the Sum of Ten thoufand Pounds,
or other great Sum of Money, formerly paid into
the Hands of the {aid Fleetwood Dormer, as a Ma-
{ter of the faid Court, and by the faid Order men-
tioned to be then in the Hands of the faid Henry
Edwards ; and the {aid Henry Edwards complain-
ing to the {aid Earl, that the making Orders up-
on him to pay Money which had been received
by the faid Fleetwood Dormer, was a very great
Hard(hip upon him the faid Hemry Edwards, in
regard he had not any Money or Effets in his
Hands to anfwer fuch Demands, the f{aid Earl
of Macclesfield, being then Lord Chancellor, in
further profecution of his Unjuft and Corrupt
Purpofes, did, by Colour of his Authority, en-
deavour to prevail with the Mafters of the faid
Court of Chancery, to raife the {2id Sum th(:te

thou-
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thoufind Pounds out of their Effects, by repre-
fenting to them, that a Difcovery of the Defi-
ciency in the faid Office might occafion a Par-
liamentary or Publick Enquiry into the Nature
and Condition of thetr s, and hazard the
Forfeiture of the fame, by reafon of their having
bought the faid Offices contrary to Law, which
the faid Earl then declared would affect him,
but themfelves much more, or to that Effect ;
but the faid Mafters refufing to raife the faid Sum
of One thoufand Pounds, the faid Earl of Mac-
clesfield did order his Secretary Peter Cotting-
bam, Efq; to pay the faid One thoufand Pounds ;
who, in purfuance of the faid Earl’s Directions,
in or about the Month of July, One thoufand
leven hundred and twenty four, did pay the
fame to Afcan Chriftopber Lochman, lf::r the
Ufe of the faid Elizabetd Chitty; and the faid
Farl of Macclesfield, npon Application made to
‘him by the faid Afean Chriftopher Lochman, for
Payment of the faid Money, did acquaint him,
that he, the faid Earl, had given Direttions to
his Secretary for Payment of that Sum, but at
the fame time declared to the faid Afcan Chrifto-
pher Lochman, that he, the {aid Earl, believed
this would be the laft Payment fhe was like to
receive out of the faid Money paid into the
Hands of the faid Fleetwood Dormer, for the Re-
fidue thereof was in great Danger of being loft,
reafon of the Deficiency in the Effedts of the
faid Fleetwood Dormer, or to that Effet. Not-
withftanding all which Proceedings, in this and
feveral other Articles mentioned, upon a Motion
‘made in the Court of Chancery before the faid
Thomas Farl of Macclesfield, then Lord Chancel-
lor, on or about the Fifth Day of December laft,
in a Caufe there depending between Fane Havper,
2 3 Plaintiff,
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Plaintiff, and Thomas Cafe,and others, Defendants,
relating to the Sum of Two hundred and fixty
Pounds, or fome other Sum, depofited in the
Hands of the {aid Fleetwood Dormer before his
abfconding, and which was then apprehended in
great Danger of being loft, the faid Thomas Earl
of Macclesfield, then fitting in Court as Lord
Chancellor, did Publickly, Falfely, and Deceit-
fully declare, That he had heard there was a
Deficiency in the Oflice of the faid Fleetwood
Dormer, but that he, the faid Earl, knew nothing
of it, only as publick News, or to that Effet ;
and thereupon did order, that the {aid Hemry
Edwards fhould examine in what Manner the
faid Two hundred and fixty Pounds was depofited
with the faid Fleetwood Dormer, and whether
there was likely to be a Lofs of any Money depo-
fited with the faid Fleetwood Dovrmer. :

2ol i e e o

That notwithftanding the faid Earl of Maecles-
field well knew, that there was a very great Defici-
ency and Lofs by the Failure of the {aid Fleetwood
Dormey, and that the faid Henry Edwards, his
Succeflor, had not {ufficient in his Hands to pay
the whole Money due to the Suitors of the Court
that had been received by the faid Fleetwood Dor-
mer on their Account ; yet the faid Earl of Mac-
clesfield, being Lord Chancellor, in order to carry
on his Unjuft Defigns of concealing the faid Defi-
cency, and to prevent any publick Inquiry that
might arife from the juft Complaints of the
Suitors of the faid Court, did, from time to time,
1 manifeft and wilful Violation of the Truft re-
pofed in him, make Orders on the faid Henry Ed-

6 wards
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wards for Payment of the Money belonging to
{everal particular Suitors, which had heen lodged
in the Hands of the faid Fleetweod Dormer ;
In Obedience to which Orders feveral Sums were
paid, without regard to, or confideration of the
Proportion which the reft of the Suitors were En-
titled to, out of the Effets of the faid Fleetwood
Dermer, whereby many of the faid Suitors loft
the Benefit of their proportionable Share, to which
in Juftice they were Entitled.

A R T. XVIIL

That the faid Thomas Farl of Macclesfield,
notwithftanding that he very well knew, and was
informed that the Mafters of the faid Court did,
or that it was in their Power, from Timeto Time,
and at their Pleafure to difpofe of and employ the
Money and Effects belonging to the Suitors of the
faid Court, which were intrufted with them re-
{pectively, and more particularly, that the Defi-
ciency appearing in the Office of Fleetwood Dor-
mer, E{q; One of the Mafters of the Court of Chan-
cery, was chiefly occafioned by his the faid Fleet-
wood Dormer’s having taken upon himfelf undu-
ly to Difpofe of and Employ the Money and Ef
fecls belonging to the Suitors of the faid Court,
which were Intrufted in his Hands; and notwith-
ftanding that, foon after the faid Fleetwood Dor-
mer became Infolvent, it was reprelented and
propofed to the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield,
then Lord Chancellor of Great Britam, in order
to prevent for the Future any Lofles that might
happen to the Suitors of the faid Court, that the
feveral Effe@ts and Securities belonging to the
Suitors fhould be placed t:‘{:llt in fuch Manner,] as

¥ that
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that the Power of Difpofing, Imploying, or in
any manner Trading with the {ame, might be to-
tallv taken away from the faid Mafters, for the Ef-
fecting of which juft Defign, a particular Method
was laid before the faid Farl ; and it was alfo
further propofed, that the faid Mafters fhould
sive fome reafonable Security to anfwer the Bal
lance of {uch Cafh, as fhould, from Time to Time,
be in their Hands ; and notwithftanding the faid

Farl was Credibly Informed, that the Sufficienc
of fome other of the faid Mafters was verv mucﬂ
{ufpe@ed, yet the faid Thomas Earl of Maccles-
freld, whilft he was Lord Chancellor of Great
Britain, contrary to the Duty of his Office, and
thereby propofing to make unlawful Gain to him-
felf by the Difpofal and Sale of the Offices of
Mafters of the {faid Court of Chancery ; and in
order to Induce Perfons to give him, the faid Farl ;
a greater Price or Reward for their being admit-
ted to the fame, did not Require or Demand any
Security whatfoever, to be given by any of the
{aid Mafters, upon their being admitted to their
Offices, or at anv other Time ; and the faid Earl,
with the fame Corrupt View and Intention, and
to keep up the Price of the faid Ofhces, totally
neglected to Inquire into the Accounts of the faid
Mafters, and did Fraudulenly, Unjuftly, and in
Breach of the Truft repofed in him, Permit and
Inc;onraﬁe the Mafters of the {aid Court, to Em-
Flujr and Trafhck with large Sums of Money be-
onging to the Suitors of the faid Court, and to
make Intereft thereof for their own unjuft Gain

and Profit ; and the {aid Farl, after {uch Prop
fal made to him, as aforefaid, or at any other
Time, during his Continuance in the faid Office,
did not take any Care that the Effels of the faid
Suitors fhould be placed out in fuch Manner, as
to
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to prevent the Mafters from Trathcking there-
with, or that the faid Mafters fhould give fuch
Security, as was propoled ; by Means whereof great
Deficiencies, to the amount of many Thoufand
Pounds, have been, through fuch Default of the
faid Earl, occaficned in the Offices of {everal
other of the Mafters, to the great Lofs and In-
jury of the Suitors of the faid Court,

fo o 1 Gl o 4 B, S

~ Thatwhereas his moft Sacred Majtfg/, out of his
Fatherly Goodnefs to His People, did, in or about
the Month of November laft, dire¢t an Enquiry
to be made into the Accounts of the Mafters of
the faid Court of Chancery, to the Intent that
proper Methods might be taken for the Security
of the Suitors of the faid Court; the faid Thomas
Earl of Macclesfield, being then Lord Chancellor
of Great Britam, and One of His Majefty’s moft
Honourable Privy Council, in order to Obftruct
the fame, and to prevent a Parliamentary Enquiry
into the State and Condition of the Offices 0‘} the
faid Mafiers, in Breach of the feveral great Trufts
repofed in him, did give Advice and Fncourage-
ment to the faid Mafters to Aflift and Supply each
other with Monev and Effeéts, and did reprefent
to the faid Maflers, that it would be for their
Honour and Service, to appear able and {uthcient,
and that if thcly made a Bold Stand now, itmight
ggtvent a Parliamentary Enquiry, or to that Ff-
; and did perfwade feveral of them to make
falfe Reprefentations of their Circumftances to His
Majefty, by adding a Subfcription to their refpe-
¢tive Accounts deliver’d to the faid Earl, to be laid
before His Majelty, to the Effect following ( vzz.)
- That
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That they were able to an{wer the Money and
Securities in their Hands, and were willing to
pay the fame to fuch Perfons as were Entitled
thereunto, although the faid Earl knew, or had
zood reafon to believe, that feveral of the Ma-
fiers were not then able to anfwer the Ballance
of their Accounts, norare they yet able to fatisfie
or make good the fame ; and when the faid Ma-
fters wereafterwards required to produce the Cafh
and Effects of the Suitors in their Hands, fome
of the faid Mafters, according to fuch Advice
and Encouragement given by the faid Earl, did
Supply others of them with Cafh and Effects, to
make a falfe thew and appearance of their Abj-
lity and Readinefs to anfwer the Ballance of their
Accounts. )

ART. XX

That the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield,
whilft he continued in the Ofhce of Lord Chan-
cellor of Great Britain, in Breach of the Truit
repofed in him, and contrary to the Duty of his
Oﬁcc, did, at feveral Times, borrow and receive
of {fome of the Mafters of the {faid Court, feveral
great Sums of the Monev belonging to the Suitors
of the faid Court, depofited in the Hands of fuch
Mafters, and did make ufe thereof for his own
private Service and Advantage, fo long as he had
occafion for the {fame,

AR T. XXIL

That the faid Thomas Earl of Mucclesfield,
whilft he continued Lord Chancellor of Great
2 Britam,
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Britam, did, in an Illegal and Arbitrary Manner,
extend the Power and Authority of Lord Chan-
cellor, and of the Court of Chancery, beyond their
Lawful and juft Bounds, and did Arbitrarily and
Illegally affame to himfelf, as Lord Chancellor,
and by Colour of his Office, an unjuft and unli-
mited Power of Difpenfing with, Sufpending
and Controlling the Sratutes of this Realm, made
for the Security and Prefervation of the Eftates
and Properties of the Subjects of this Kingdom,
to the great Oppreflion of the Suitors of the faid
Court, in Subverfion of the Laws and Statutes of
this Realm, in Manifeft Breach and Violation of
the Rights and Liberties of His Majefty’s good
Subjeéts, and of his own moft Solemn Oath, as
Lord Chancellor of Great Britam; and more E-
{pecially, when Francis Ty[len, Efq; Deceafed, be-
ing Seized, and Poflefled of a real Eftate of the
Value of Three thoufand Pounds per Amnum, or
fome other great Annual Value, did, by his laft
Will and Teftament in writing, duly Executed, in
or about the Month of Offober, One thoufand
feven hundred and {eventeen, Give and Devife all
his faid real Eftate to the Child his Wife was
at that time Enfeint with (if fuch Child fhould
be a Son) for his Life, without Impeachment
of Waft, with Remainders to the Firft, and other
Sons of the faid Infant in Tail Male, and did
likewife by {uch Will Exprefly nominate and
appoint his the {aid Teftator'’s Wife, Rachel Tyf-
jgf to be the Guardian of all his Children, du-
ring their refpetive Minorities, if fhe thould {o
long Continue a Widow ; and the faid Francis
Tyffen, {foon after Died, leaving One Daughter,
and the faid Rachel, his Widow, with Child, af’
ter whofe Deceafe the faid Rachel was Delivered
of fuch Child, being a Son, afterwards Named
H Francis
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Fyancis Fobn Tyffen, in whofe Right by Virtue of
the faid Will, and of the Statute made in' the
Twelfth Year of the Reign of King Charles the
Second, Intituled, A» Aé% for the t:r?’dﬁ;g' away the
Court of Wards and Liveries, and Tenures in Ca-
pite, and by Knights Service, and Purveyance, and
for Settling a Revenue upon His Majelly in Tiew
thereof ; the faid Rachel Tyffen did lawfully
take into her Care and Cuftody her {aid Infant
Son, and the Eftate fo Devifed to him, or was
willing and Endeavoured fo to do, and to un-
dertake the Management of his faid Lands and
Tenements for his beft Advantage, and Demeaned
her felf therein without any Mifbehaviour; yet
the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, being then
Lord Chancellor of Great Britam, under Colour
of his Office and Authority, did, by {everal Or-
ders made by him, in the Months of %
and February, in the Fifth Year of His Majefty’s
Reign, or in One of them, llegally and Arbitra-
rily, and in diret Contravention of the Statute
made in that Behalf, Remove and Fxclude the
Gid Rachel Ty[len, the Guardian of the faid In-
fant, and alfo Fobn Nicholas, Fiq; (a Perfon of
good Subftance and Ability, Nominated by the
faid Rachel Tyflen to be Receiver of the Rents
and Profits of the faid Infant’s Eftate, and ap-
proved by Robert Holford, Efq; One ‘of the Ma-
fters of the {faid Court, for that Purpofe, and
who had given fufficient Security for the
due Execution of his faid Truft) from the Ma-
nagement and Receiverfhip of the faid Infant’s
Eftate ; and did, by {uch Orders, Unduly and In-
wrioufly Nominate and Appoint Robert Doy-
fey, Efq; a Creature and CnnEd:nt of his own,
and a Perfon altogether Unfit and Unqualified
for {o great a Truft, 1o be Receiver of the Rents

and
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and Profits of the faid Infant’s Eftate, and to
have a Salarv for the fame, with a Power to let
fuch Part of the faid Eftate, as was or fhould
become untenanted, with the Approbation of
the faid ‘Robert Holford, although the faid Ro-
chel Tyflen did Exprefly Obje&t unto, and op-
pofe fuch Appointment of the faid Robert Doyley,
and did Infift to have the Benefit and Exercife
of her Right in that refpect, as the Guardian ap-
pointed and intrufted by her late Hufband ; and
the faid Robert Doyley, after he was fo Admitted
into the faid Receiverfhip, did for feveral Years
Receive the Rents and Profits of the faid In-
fant’s Eftate, to the Amount of about Ten thou-
fand Pounds, or other great Sum, and in his
Life-time did Embezle and Convert to his own
Ufe great Part thereof ; and in or about the
Month of November, One thoufand {even hundred
and twenty two, Died Infolvent, and Indebted
to the faid Infant and his Eftate in the Sum
of Two thoufand fix hundred Pounds, or other
great Sum, vpon the Ballance of his Account, no
Part whereof has hitherto been Satisfied or Paid ;
and the faid Thomas Farl of Macclesfeld, in fur-
ther Abufe of his Power, and in Contempt of
the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, when up-
on Debate of the Matter in the faid Court of
Chancery, before the faid Earl, being then Lord
Chancellor, in the Month of Fanuary or February,
in the Fifth Year of His Majefty’s Reign, or in
one of them, it was Infifted upon, in Behalf of
the {aid Racbel Tyflen, by her Councel of Great
Ability and Expertence in the faid Court, that
fuch the Proceedings of the faid Earl, as Lord
Chancellor, were a Reviving the Power of the
Court of Wards, and were not Supported or War-
ranted by any Precedent in the Court of Chan:

cery,
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cérr. he. the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield,
thg‘;, Sit;ing in the Court as Lord Chancellor, did
not only perfift in fuch his Appointment of the
faid Robert Doyley, but did alfo Arbitrarily, and
in Defiance of the faid good and beneficial Sta-
tute, Say and Declare, in open Court, that then
he would make a Precedent in that Inftance, or
he, the faid Earl, Declared and Exprefled himfelf
to that Effect; which Actings, Proceedings, and
Declarations of the faid Earl, have been and were
not only very Injurious and Prejudicial to the
Right and Interelt of the faid Racbel Tyffen, as
Guardian, and to the great Damage and Lofs of
the Infant Fraucis Fobn Tyflen, and a Notorious
Violation of Property, but were alfo a Dangerous
Exercife of Illegal and Arbitrary Power, to the
Deftruétion of the Laws and Conftitution of this
Realm, in Manifelt Breach of his Oath, as Lord
Chancellor, and in great Abule of his Authority.

And the faid Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles,
by Proteftation, Saving to themielves the Liberty
of Exhibiting, at any Time hereafter, any fur-
ther Articles, or other Accufation or Im a
ment againft the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfreld,
and alfo of Replying to his An{wers which he
fhall make unto the faid Articles, or any of them,
and of offering Proof to all and every the afore-
{aid Articles, and to all and every other Articles,
Impeachment, or Accufation, which fhall be Ex-
hibited by them, as the Cafe fhall, according to
the Courfe of Parliament, require, do pray, that
thg faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfeld may be put
to Anfwer the faid Crimes and Mifdemeanors,
and that fuch Proceedings, Examinations, Tryals,
and Judgments, may be thereupon had and given,
‘as 1s agreeable to Law and Juftice.
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Thomas Barl of Macclesfield,
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mentioned, and all Rights and Privileges belong:
ing to him as One of the Peers of this Realm,
for Anfwer to the faid Articles faith, That he
having for feveral Years executed the Office of
Chief Juftice in the Court of King's-Bench, His
Majefty of His Royal Grace and Favour was
Pleafed, the Tenth Day of March, One thoufind
{even hundred and fifteen, to advance the faid
Earl to the Dignity of a Peer of this Realm, and
Created him Baron of Macclesfield ; and, in Re-
gard to his Circumftances at that Time, was fur-
ther pleafed, for the better Sup]ivort of that Ho-
nour, to grant to the faid Earl the Penfion of
Twelve hundred Pounds per Ammum, in the Ar-
ticlés méntioned, payable at the Receipt of the
Exchequer ; and His Majefty was then likewife
Pltﬂ.{.gg to Declare His Royal Intentions of giving
to the faid Earl's only Son, George Parker, for
his Life, an Office of Confiderable Profit, w.

a proper rtunity {hould offer ; That in the
Beginning of May, in the Year One thoufand
feven hundred and cighteen, he, the faid Earl,
was, by His Majefty’s great Grace and Favour
appointed Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, and
was {worn before His Majefty in Council the Four-
teenth Day of that Month, when the following
Oath, being the ufual Oath of Lord €hancellor,
was Adminiftred to him, (viz.) |

OU Jball Swear, that you fhall well and truly

Jerve our Sovereign Lovd the King, and His
Pefffe, m the Office of Chancellor of Great Britain ;
and you fball do Right to all mammer of People,
Poor and Rich, after the Laws and Ufages of this
Realm 5 and truly you [ball Counfel the King, and
bas Council you fball lam and keep ; and you [ball
not know nor fuffer the Hurt or Difberiting of the

King,
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King, or that the Rights of tbe Crown be De-
creafed by any Means, as far forth as you may
Iett, and if you may not lett at, you fhall make
it clearly and exprefly known to the King, with
your true Advice and Counfel ; and that you [hall
do and purchafe the King's Profit in all that you
may ; All which you [ball do to the beft of your

Skall and Knowledge,
As God fhall help you,

And the faid Earl at the fame Time took the
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, but no Oath
of Office befides that above fet forth ; and the faid
Earl doth admit, That, during his Continuance
in the faid Office of Lord Chancellor, he did
Enjoy the Ufual Salary, Fees, and Profits belong-
ing to fuch Office, which, he fays, are of much
lefs annual Valve than they are generally (as he
believes ) efteemed to be ; And that His Majefty
was pleafed to grant him the Salary or. Allowance
of Four thoufand Pounds per Amnum, in the Ar-
ticles mentioned, during {fuch Time as he fhould
Continue to be Lord Chancellor ; but the {ame is
{o fir from being Particular in the Cafe of the
faid Earl (as the faid Articles would infinuate)
that it is no other than what hath been for ma-
ny Years paft conftantly granted to, and enjoved
by his Predeceflors in the faid Office ; and the
aid Farl doth likewife admit, That His Majefty
did, of His Royal Grace and Bounty, fign a War-
rant for Payment of the Sum of Fourteen thoufand
Pounds mentioned in the {aid Articles, to the {aid
Earl, out of the Receipt of the Exchequer, where-
of Two thoufand Pounds was the conftant ufual .
Allowance from the Crown to the Lord Chan-
cellor or Lord Keeper, for and towards the Ex-
pences in entring upon the f{aid Office; and the

K Refidue
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Refidue of the faid Fourteen thoufand Pounds,
over and abovethe ufual Fees and Deduétions up-
on Pavment thereof, was His Majefty’s Royal
Munificence to the faid Earl, and the fame was
received by him accordingly ; And the faid Earl
doth likewife, with the greateft Gratitude, own,
that about the {fame Time, his {aid Son being then
of a proper Age, and defirous to go Abroad to Tra-
vel, His Majefty was pleafed to grant to the faid
George Parker the Yearly Penfion of Twelve hun-
dred Pounds, payable out of the Receipt of the Ex-
chequer, during thejoynt Lives of His Majefty and
thc(%aid George Parker, determinable upon His Ma-
jefty’s granting to him, the faid George Parker, in
Pofleflion or Reverfion, the Office of One of the
Tellers of the Exchequer, for Life, and his coming
into the actual Pofleflion thereof,and which the{aid
Earl likewife admits has been fince granted to his
faid Son, and that he came into the actual Pofleflion
thereof in or about Fuly, One thoufand feven hun-
dred and nineteen, whereby the {aid Yearly Pen-
fion is determined ; And the faid Earl faith, That,
during his continuance in the faid Office of Lord
Chancellor, or at any other Time, he never Once had
a Defign, or View, or Wifh to raife to himfelf any
Exorbitant Gain or Profit, much lefs ufed or ever
thought of ufing any Unjuft or Oppreflive Me-
thods to Extort or Obtain any Sum what{oever,
as in the faid Articles is fuggefted, but fuch
Views and Practices are inconfiffent with the
whole Tenor of his Life and Aétions: And in
cafe it fhall be thought proper for the faid Farl
to lay before your Lordfhips an Account of his
- Elftate and Fortune, and of the confiderable Sums

of Money he has diftributed for the Relief and
Support of others, it will appear that he is not

fuch a Defigning, Avaritious, and Oppreffive Man,
6 as
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as in the faid Articleshe isreprefented ; And the
{aid Farl humbly hopes, that he fhall be allowed,
in this his Anfwer, to diftinguifh between Acts
themf{elves, and the Inferences drawn from them
by the faid Articles, and 'that whenever he Ad-
mits any Fact, he may not be underftood to ad-
mit that fuch Faé& was by him done or commit-
ted upon {uch Motives, and with fuch Defigns,
or in fuch Manner, as is fuggefted in the faid Ar-
ticles, And with this Refervation he anfwereth,
as followeth : By way of General Anfwer to
fuch of the faid Articles, as relate to the making
any Prefent by Perfons admitted to the Office of
Mafters in Chancery; The faid Earl doth fay,
That the fame has been long ufed and practifed
in the Time of his Predeceffors, in the faid Office
and that fuch Prefents have been reckoned amon gff
the ancient and known Perquifites of the Great
Seal; and the making and accepting thereof has
been Notorious to all the World, and never be-
fore looked upon to be Criminal or Complained
of as fuch ; And thefaid Farl hambly hopes, that
the giving or receiving of a Prefent on fuch Oc-
cafion is not Criminal in its {elf, or by the
Common Law of this Realm, and that there is
not any Ac¢t of Parliament what{oever, by which
the fame is made Criminal, or fubject to any Pu-
nilhment or Judgment, which can be prayed in
this Profecution ; And the faid Earl thinks himfelf
Obliged humbly to lay this before your Lordfhips,
not only in his own Defence, but in Vindication
of the Honour of {o many Great and Excellent Men,
who have been his Predeceflors in the faid Office,
and have all along done the {ame, for which the
faid Farl is now Complained of, and of others
having been Lords Chief Juftices of the King’s
Bench and Common Pleas, Mafters of the Rolls,

and
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other Judges, who have likewife received
Elllj'Tll':::l’Et;t1{:*5. in %ﬂnﬁcy, upon the Admiflion of the
feveral and refpeétive Officers under them, in
{everal Courts ofp Juftice, and who, the faid Earl
is affured, never apprehended themfelves to be
Guilty of any Crime againft any the Good and
Whol{ome Laws or Statutes of this Realm.

To the Firft, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth,
Sixth, and Seventh Articles, The {aid Earl further
{aith, That long before the Twenty fourth of
Fuly, One theufand {even hundred and twenty
one, He did Admit and Swear Richard Godfrey,
Fames Lightboun, Jobn Borrett, and Edward Con-
way, Efquires, into the Offices of Malters of the
Court of Chancery, and every One of them did
Freely and Voluntarily, and of their Own Accord,
as Former Mafters had done to the PredecefTors
of the faid Earl, fend to the faid Earl a Prefent
upon Occafion of the refpeétive Admittances,
which the {aid Earl accepted, and that after the {aid
Twenty fourth of Fuly, One thoufand {even hun-
dred and twenty one, he did Admit and Swear
William Kynafton, Thomas Bennet, and Francis Elde
into the Offices of Mafters of the Court of Chan-
cery, and faith, That every of the faid Perfons
laft Named did Freely and Voluntarily, and of
their Own Accord,in like Manner, fend a Prefent
to the faid Earl upon Occafion of their refpe-
¢tive Admittances, but faith, That it being pre-
tended by the faid Kynafton and Beunet, that they
were by {uch Prefents difabled from Anfwering
{o much of the Money due from them to the
Suitors of the Court, he the faid Farl did after-
wards, and before the Impeachment, deliver the
Prefent {o {ent him by the faid William Kynafton,
being Fifteen hundred feventy five Pounds ; and

3 alfo
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dlfo the Prefent fo {ent him by the faid Thomas
Bennet, being the like Sum of Fifteen hundred
feventy five Pounds, into the Court of Chancery,
in open Court, to be applied for the Benefit of
the Suitors, as the Court fhould Direét, and that
the faid Farl retained of the Prefent, fo fent
him by the {aid Francis Elde, no more than the
Sum of One thoufand eight hundred and fifty
Pounds.

VIII. To the Eighth Article the faid Farl fur-
ther faith, That in Fuly laft the Office of One of
the Mafters of the {aid Court became Vacant by the
Death of Fobn Borrett, Efg; who died Inteftate,
but whether Solvent or not,  he cannot fay, but
upon Notice of his Death, the {aid Farl did at
Firlt defire. Richard Godfrey, E{q; One of the
Mafters of the faid Court, who had been very
well acquainted with the faid Mr. Borvett, and
his Affairs, and afterwards the faid Mr. Godfrey
and Fobn Bemnet, Fiquire, another of the Ma-~
{ters of the faid Court, to Inquire into his Ef-
fects, and to take what Care they could about
the {ame, who, after fome Inquiry, Informed the
faid FEarl, that they believed there would be no
Deficiency, and Secured a Confiderable Part of
the Effeéts of the faid Mr. Borrett, and Entred
a Proper Caveat in the Prerogative Court, to pre-
vent Adminiftration being granted to any PerFDns
who might Imbezle the {aid Borrett’s Eltate; and
afterwards, at the Requelt of the faid Earl, pro-
ceeded fo far, as to Obtain a Sentence in the faid
Prerogative Court, for Adminiftration to be grant-
ed, for the Benefit of the Suitors of the Court,
to them, the faid Mr. Bemnet and Mr. God-
frey, which was afterwards upon their Waving
thereof, Granted to Mr. Paxton, as the faid Earl

L believes,
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belicves, but the faid Earl thought it proper and
neceffary to Admit another Mafter in his Place,
to Carry on the Bufinefs of the Court, and to be
intitled to Demand the EffeCts of the Suitors
from the Reprefentative of the faid Mr. Borrett,
when One fhould be afp'painted; and therefore, a-
bout the Fifth Day of Auguft laft, did Admitand
Swear Mark Thurfton, Elq; into the faid Office,
Vacant by the Death of the faid Borrett, and the
faid Earl Admits the faid Mark Thurfton did
upon that Occafion Freely and Voluntarily, and
of his own Accord, fend a Prefent, whereof Two
thoufand Pounds and no more were Retained.

IX. In Anfwer to the Ninth Article the faid
Farl faith, That he believes Thomas Bennet, Efq;
in this Article named, was Poflefled of the Office
of Clerk of the Cuftodies, in the Article defcribed,
and that fuch Office is in the Gift and Difpofal
of the Crown, by Grant under the Great Seal,
but denies that he did at any time Infift upon the
Sum of One hundred and five Pounds, or any
other Sum of Money, to permit or accept of the
Refignation of the {aid Thomas Bemnet, or did re-
fufe to permit or accept thereof, until the faid
Thomas Bennet had agreed to pay the fame, or
any other Sum on that Account ; But faith, That
although the faid Ofhice be ufually granted by the
Crown, yet it has always been looked upon to
be the Right of the Lord Chancellors, or Lord
Keepers, to Recommend to that,and other Offices
under the Great Seal, and to Approve and Allow
of the Deputies to Execute the fame ; and, upon
fuch Recommendations and Approving of Depu-
ties, have accepted Prefents, and looked upon
the fame as their Right ; and further faith, That
there have been Two of fuch Offices granted in

2 his
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his Time, One of which appearing to him to bé
a Cafe wherein the Pa haﬁuffbrcd great Hard-
fhip, the faid Earl pafled the fame without any
Prefent whatfoever, though the Office be of Con-
fiderable Value ; the other was the Cafe of Mr. Ha-

merfley, in the Articles mentioned, in which the
{aid Earl owns he did Accept a Prefent.

X. In Anfwer to the Tenth Article the faid
Earl faith, The fame is conceived in {uch General
Terms, that it is not to be expected he fhould

ive any Particular Anfwer thereto ; However,
e faith, That, during the whole Time of his
being Lord Chancellor, he never Once took any
Money, Prefent, or Gratuity whatfoever, for or
upon Account of the Naming, Making, or Ad-
mitting any Officer whatfoever, other than be-
fore particularly named, Except in the Curfitor’s
where he owns he has done, as was done

by all his Predeceflors before him.

XI. In Anfwer to the Eleventh Article the faid
Earl faith, That the fame not containing any
Particular Charge, he apprehends himfelf not
obliged to give any Particular Anfwer thereto ;
but however, in General, does fay, That he never
did Admit any Perfon into the Office of a Mafter
of the Court of Chancery, but who was either
known to be of Subftance and Ability, and fit to
be Trufted in fuch Office, or, upon a proper In-
quiry, very well recommended to him as fuch;
and, whenever there have been {everal Candidates,
the {aid Earl has Conftantly given the Preference
to him that he thought would beft Difcharge the
Office, and moft for the Honour of the Court,
and the Advantage of the Suitors ; and believes
that he may, upon fome Occafions, have dtclarﬁd,
! that
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that he thought the then Body of Mafters as Good,
with refpeét both to their Eftates, and Ability
for Dilcharge of the Office, and their Integrity,
as had been at anv time before, or to that Effect,
and what he did {ay to that Purpofe, he thought
to be really true. '

XII. To the Twelfth Article the {aid Earl faith,
That if there was any {uch Practice as 1s mention-
ed in the Article, of paying for the Places of the
Malflers out of the Money and Effeéls belonging
to the Suitors of the:Court, he was totally igne-
rant of it ; but admits, that he did not, nor did
any of his Predece(lors, that ever he heard or be-
lieves, give any particular Directions for Sche-
dules to be made of the Money and Effects of the
Suitors of the .Court to be-dclivered cver to the
{ucceeding Mafters, but believes, that in Virtue of
the General Order of Transfer made of courfe
upon every Admittance, fuch Schedules were made
between the New Mafters and their Predeceflors,
or the Reprelentatives of their Predeceflors ; and
if the ill Confequences, in the Articles alledged;
had followed from {uch Practice; or the not or-
dering fuch Schedule, which-he does not Admit,

he _Infjﬂs that the fi)l.l‘l‘lﬂ could not render him
Criminal, : '

XL In Anfwer to the Thirteenth Article the faid
Earl faith, That after Chriflmas, in the Year One
thoufand feven hundred and twenty, he was In-
formed, That the faid Fleetwood Dormer had
withdrawn him(elf to Holland, where he then was,
and thereupon the faid Farl ufed all the proper-
elt Methods he could for Securing his Fffects,and
particularly directed Mr. Hiccocks and Mr: Rogers,
the then two Senior Mafters of the Court, to make

411
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an Enquiry into his Affairs and Accounts, and to
confider what would be moft proper to be done ;
And the faid Farl believes, that the faid Two
Mafters, in Pur{uance of the Directions from the
faid Earl, did fearch the Chambers of the faid
Fleetwood Dormer, in Lincolus Inn, to fee what
Bocks, Accounts, or Eftects could there be met
with, but found no Account whatfcever, nor
any Effects of Value, and did put a Stop to the
transferring of the Stock, then in the Name of the
{aid Fleetwood Dormer, inany of the Publick Com-
panies ; And the faid Fleetwood Dormer’s Perfon
being thus out of Reach, and his Accounts and
Effects wholly unknown, except the Stock, which
could not be difpofed ‘of without his Concur-
rence, a Propofal was fome time after made to
the f{aid Earl, That the faid Fleetwood Lrormer
might have a Promife of his Liberty from the
{aid Farl, and upon that Condition he would
come over, and aflign all his Effects, and aflift in
getting them in, and fettling and adjuiting his
Accounts ; And the faid Earl, {eeing no other
way open to get any thing for the Suitors, and
being made to kelieve, that if any Deficiency
thould happen, the fame would be made up by
the other Mafters, did agree, That in cafe the faid
Fleetwood Dormer would come over, and make
a full Difcovery of all his Effets, and affign the
fame for the Benefit of the Suitors, he the faid
Farl would allow him his Liberty on that Con-
dition, and not otherwife; and the faid Earl was
{foon after Informed, That the faid Fleetwood
Dormer {ubmitted to thofe Terms, and would
very foon come over, and difcoverand deliver up
his Effefts ; And the faid Earl did not doubt, but
the whole Debt upon the faid Fleetwood Dormer
would be paid. And the faid Farl{aith, That he

M does
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does not remember that any Application was ever
made to him, by the faid Mafters of the faid
Court, for any Afliftance of the Court, touching
the Perfon or FEffels of the faid Fleetwood Dor-
mer, but what he granted, {o far as he thought it
tended to the Benefit of the Suitors, and believes
that no Application was ever made to him by the
Suitors, or any of them, or anv other, to {ecure
the Perfon of the faid Fleetwood Dormer, or for
Compelling him to make Satisfaction to the
Suitors; And the f{aid Earl faith, That he never
endeavoured to Conceal the true State and Con-
dition of the {aid Office from the Suitors of the
Court, nor did any of them apply, till very late-
lv, to the {aid Earl to leok into the fame; And
turther {aith, That he remembers nothing of his
ever Ufing any {uch Expreflion, as ischarged in the
{aid Article, at any Time before or after he knew
that the f1id Fleetwood Dormer Ablconded.

XiV. To the Fourteenth Article the Earl
{aith, That Henry Edwards, Elqg; in this Article
mentioned, fucceeded to the Dqﬂice of Mr. Dor-
mer about the Eighteenth Day of May, One thou-
fand feven hundred and twenty one; but, by Rea-
fon of the Diforder the {aid Office was then un-
der, and the great Danger of a Lofs therein, the
Earl had given up and quitted all the Advantage
which might Accrue to him upon the Difpofal
thereof, and left it entirely to the other Mafters
to raile what Morey they could thereby, which
was agreed to be all applied towards making
Good any Deficiency or Lofs, which might hap-
pen to the Suitors of the Court Concerned in that
Office ; and thereupon the Sum of Five thoufind
Pounds was raifed, by the Difpofal of the faid
Office to Mr. Edwards, and was applied accord-

ingly ;
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i;r%l}' : And the faid Farl believes the Debt from
;

Jiam Wilfon, in this Article mentioned, was
afligned by the fiid Mr. Dormer to the fad
Mr. Edwards in Truft, and to the Intent, that he
fhould Pay, Apply, and Difpofe of the faid Debr,
or {uch Part l;Eermf; as fhould, from Time to
Time, be by him got in, and received of and
from the {aid William Wilfon, in {uch manner as
the Court fhould Order and Direcl, or to that
Effect ; after which faid Aflignment {o made, the
Earl believes that the {aid Mr. Edwards uled great
Endeavours to obtain Payment and Satisfaction
of the faid Debt from Mr. Wilfon ; but finding
all his Endeavours fruitlefs, and that the faid
Wilfon had long before ftopt Payment, and- was
in no Condition of Paying his Creditors the
Whole of their Debts, but that he was willing;
and had oftered to come to a Compofition, anﬁ
to pay them in Proportion the Utmoft he was
able ; The faid Mr. Edwards thereupon, about
the Thirtieth Day of Fume, in the Year of our
Lord, One thoufand feven hundred and twenty
two, preferred his Petition to the faid Earl, as
Lord Chancellor, fetting forth in Subftance the
State of the Cafe, as before mentioned, and Pray-
ing that it might be referred to One of the Ma-
flers of the Court, to {ee if fuch Compofition,
{o propofed by the {aid Walliam Wilfon, were for
the Benefit of the Perfons Intitled to receive the
fame ; and the fame was accordingly, by Order
of the {aid Earl, referred to Mr. Hiccocks, the
then Senior Mafter of the Court, to Enquire into,
and make his Report therein; And about the Six
and twentieth Day of Fuly, then next following,
the faid Mr. Hiccocks made his Report, that the
faid Walliam Walfon had, under his Hand in Writ-
ing, propofed to Aflign over to the {faid Mr. Ed-

wards,
B
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wards, as a Compofition for, and in full Dif
charge of the Sum of Twenty four thoufand for-
ty {ix Pounds, and four Shillings, therein men-
tioned to be due and owing from him to the
{aid Mr. Edwards, as Aflignee of the {aid Mr. Dor-
mer, the Sum of Ten thoufand Pounds, Part of
a large Sum due to the faid William Walfon, from
Edward Poulter of Hackney, Gentleman, in this
Article mentioned, and to pay the faad Mr, Ed-
wards in Specie, the Sum of One thoufand four
hundred fixty three Pounds, two Shillings, and
one Penny, over and above the Sum of Five
hundred and fixty Pounds, then already paid
to the faid Mr. Dormer, in Part of the faid
Compofition; and that vpon Confideration had
of the Circumftances of the faid William Wilfon,
and the faid feveral Matters, he was of Opinion,
that the accepting the faid Compofition would
be for the Benefit of the Perfon or Perfons In-
titled to receive the fame ; Upon which faid Re-
port the faid Mr. Edwards, about the Third of
m.;g?f then next, preferred another Petition to
the faid Earl, with the faid Report annexed, and
thereby exprefly Prayed the {aid Earl to Order
him, the faid Mr. Edwards, to accept of the faid
Compofition, whereupon the faid Farl, in a pro-
per and ufual Manner, Ordered the fame as Pray-
ed ; And the faid Earl faith, that he was Inform-
ed, and believes, that the faid Compofiton was
Made and Agreed to, upon a Confultation of
all or moft of the Mafters of the faid Court, who
the faid Earl did believe would Ufe their beft
Endewours to get as much as they could; And
the fiid Farl faith, he hath heard, and believes
it to be true, that befides the One thoufand four
hundred fixty three Pounds, Two Shillings, and
One Peny then paid down, there hath been fince

B got
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got in by Mr. Edwards, on Account of the
{aid Debt from Edward Poulter, the Sum of One
thoufand Pounds or thereabouts ; and that at the
time of the faid Aflignment, the faid Debt, Claim-
ed by Wilfon from Poulter, was a juft Debt, and
Tudgment at Law has been fince obtained for
Eighteen thoufand Pounds, Part thereof, and the
faid Poulter was looked upon to be a Subftantial
Perfon, though, to avoid Payment of the faid
Wilfon's Debt, which arofe on account of their
Dealings in South Sea Stock, and Subfcriptionsin
the Year, One thoufand feven hundred and twenty,
the faid Poulter not only brought his Bill in
Chancery, but, after the {ame was Difmifled, and
that he was taken in Execution at Walfon's Suit at
Common Law, he found Means to make his Ef-
cape out of the Cuftody of the Marfhal of the
Court of King’s Bench, and to get over to France
or Holland, where he ftill Continues, as the Earl
1s Informed ; but he is likewife Informed, that,
after the faid Flcape, a Commiflion of Bankrupt-
cy was taken out againft him by the faid Walfon
upon which {ome Effets were recovered, an
likewife an Action at Law bmu‘ﬂ;t, and a Ver-
di¢t and Judgment for Eighteen thoufand Pounds
and upwards obtained by the faid Walliam Wilfon
aginft the Marfhal, on Account of the faid Ef-
cape; and faith, he hath likewife been Informed,
t the faid Edward Poulter and the Marfhal
have each of them offered Confiderable Sums of
Money IZ way of Compofition for the faid Debt,
but the {aid Wilfon, from a Perfwafion of the A-
bilities of the faid Edward Poulter to pay the
Whole, did at firft refufe any Compofition with
the faid Poulter, and fince hath been afraid to
make any Compofition, either with Poulter or the
Marfhal; and what may be the Confequence thereé
N o
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of, with regard to the Suitors of the Couirt, of-
what further Sums of Money may be recovered
npon Account of the faid Debt, towards making
them Satisfaction, the Earl faith, he cannot with
any Certainty take upon him to Aniwer,

XV. To the Fifteenth Article the Earl faith,
That about the Month of February, in the Year
of our Lord, One thoufand {even hundred and
twenty, he gave Orders to his Secretary to write
to the feveral Mafters of the Court of Chan-
cery, to bring in their Accounts of the Cafh,
Effects, and Securities in their Hands, belonging
to the Suitors of the Court, and beliéves he did
{o, but denies that the {fame was done with any
Unjuft Purpofe, or with any Thought to terrifie
the faid Maflers to make any Contribution, to-
wards Satisfying the Demands upon the faid OF
fice of Fleetwood Dormer, but believes, what they
did contribute, they paid Freely and Voluntarily,
and out of their own Money, and therein, as the
faid Earl belicves, did no more than follow a
Precedent of the like Nature, on the Failure of
Dr. Edisbury, formerly a Mafter of the faid Court;
And the faid Earl faith, That his real and whole
Intention in Calling for the faid Accounts, was
to Inform himlielf, in the belt Manner he was
able, of the Staté¢ and Condition of the {everal
Offices, and thereby to be the better able to make
proper Regulations concerning the fame; and
therefore, though the faid Article feems to Infi-
nuate, as if the Calling for the faid Accounts was
dropped, as foon as the Mafters were prevailed on
to Contribute, the faid Earl faith, That after-
‘wards, and without any Regard thereto, he fill
Continued to Call for the {aid Mafiers Accounts,
-and not finding them brought in, as he crpc&%
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he did, about the Beginning of November fol-
lowing, caufe another Letter to be {ent to them,
requiring them to bring in their Accounts ; and,
both the Letters fent to them on that Occa-
ion, he directed the particular Method in which
he wonld have their Accounts made up ; but the
{aid Earl, being afterwards convinced how Difh.
cult and Tedious a Work it would be, and what
Obftruction it would give to the Bufinefs of the
Court, and that at 1t could not be de-
upon with any Certainty, was forced to
y afide that Defign, and to content himfelf
with going on in the {ame Road which his Pre-
deceflors had done; and humbly begs leave to
Obferve, That what has been lately done, with
refpect to the Accounts of the faid Mafters, plain«
ly fhews the Infuperable Difficulties of fuch an

Undertaking.

XVI. To the Sixteenth Article the Earl faith,
That he believes that, on or about the Seventeenth
- of March, One thoufand feven hundred and
twenty three, {uch Order was made, as in the
faid Article 1s mentioned, for Henry Edwards, Elq;
to pay Elizabeth Chitty One thoufand Pounds,
Part of the Money formerly brought before
Mr. Dormer, but does not remember that the {aid
rHﬂl?' Edwards made any Complaint thereof to
the faid Earl, but believes Mr. Edwards, not hav-
‘ing then Sufficient Efteéts of Mr. Dormer’s in
his Hands, refufed Payment thereof ; and that in
Fuly following Mr.Lochman, in the Articles named,
applied himfelf to the faid Earl feveral times, and
inavery earneft Manner, to help the faid Mrs. Chit-
ty to the faid One thonfang Pounds, alledging
that he the faid Mr. Lochman was to miarry her,
and that he had made a Compofition with his

3 Credi-
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Creditors, upon which One thoufand Pounds
was to be paid in a very fhort Time, which he
then mentioned ; and that he the faid Mr. Loch-
stan was to have the faid One thoufand Pounds
for that Purpofe, and that, if he had it notby the
Time, the Compofition would be Void, and he
fhould be utterly Ruined ; And at length the faid
Farl, being greatly moved by the prefling Importuni-
ties of the faid Mr. Lochman, and by Compaf-
fion for the very great Diftrefs in which he then
appeared to be, did promife to fupply him with
the faid One thoufand Pounds out of his Own
Pocket, and accordingly dire&ted Mr. Cattimgham,
then hi§ Secretary, to pay it, taking from the
{aid Mrs. Chitty an Aflignment of the Benefit of
the faid Order, and believes the fame was done
accordingly ; and that, upon Mr. Lochman’s Pref-
fing for a f'ur:her Sum for the {aid Mrs. Chitty,
for her own Ufe, the faid Farl might tell him,
that the faid One thoufand Pounds was all that
he muft Expect from the faid Farl ; and the faid
Farl does not believe that he had any Difcourfe
with the faid Mafters to perfwade them to pay

the faid One thoufand Pounds to Mr. Lochman.
And as to thelaft Branch of thefaid Article the
faid Earl faith,That the Fact was, that one Fackman,
having in the Caufe in the Article mentioned been
Confirmed the beft Purchafor of part of the Eftate
of T. Harper at the Price of Two hundred and
fixty Pounds, fo long ago as the Nineteenth of
December, One thoufand feven hundred and fe-
venteen, and it being at the {fame time Ordered,
That the Writings belonging to fuch Eftate
fhould be delivered to his Councel, and that the
Tenants fhould Attorn to him, on his bringing
his Purchafc Money before Mr. Dormer, then one
of the Mafiers, and the faid Money having been
6 brought
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 brought before the faid Maffer the Twenty fourt}:
Day of December, One thoufand feven hundred
and feventeen, and the Tenants, having Atrorned
to Fackman, ‘but the Conveyances not being theri
‘executed, "thql;ﬁh' long before approved, 4 Motion
“was made in the Court of Chancery before the
faid Earl on the Fifth Day of Decembei 1aft, that
all Parties mightExccute the Convevances, and thé
‘Two hundred and fixtv Pounds be pdid to the
‘Plaintiff, totvards Satisfaction of a Demand fhe
had out of the Eftate of the faid Harper, dind
thofe that were to have the Refiduum of the faid
T. Harper’s Eftate, infifted, that they were al-
ways ready to Joyn in the Conveyances, if the
Purchafe Money were applied to Difcharge the
reft of the Eftate, that they were Apprehenfive
of a Deficiency of Mr. Dormer’s Eftate; and there-
fore neither they nor the Plaintiff oughit to be
Sufferers by fuch Deficiency, the Delay having
been ‘occafioned by the Purchafer, ahd not by
the Plaintiff, and therefore {crupled Executing
the Deeds, unlefs upon Payment of the Money
to the Plaintiff, ahd difcharging the reft of the
Eftate therefrom ; and this being the Firft Time
that any Queftion relating to Mr. Dormer’s Defi-
ciency had been laid before the Court, by any of
the Suitors. the {aid Farl took Notice of its be-
ang {o, and believes he might Exprefs himfelf to
this Effect, That he had indeed heard of the {aid
Dormer’s Deficiency, but that it had never vet
come Judicially before him, upon Complaint of
any of the Suitors of the Court ; and further
Declared, That if there fhould be any Deficiency
in his Office, feveral Circumftances had Concurred
thereto, as Wilfon the Banker’s flopping Payment,
greatly Indebted to him, Poulter’s going away
in Wilfor's Debt Eighteen thoufand Pounds, and
O
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upwards, after a Verdict and Judgment at Law,
and Poulter in Aétual Execution for it ; and that,
as he had heard, Wilfon had then lately brought
an Action of Efcape againft the Marfhal, and re-
covered a Verdi&t againft him for the like Sum ;
and how all thefe Matters would at laft Come out,
the faid Earl faid he did not know, or he ex-
prefled himfelf to that Effect, and no other ; and
therenpon Ordered, that it fhould be referred to
Mr. Edwards, to examine whether the faid Two
hundred and {ixty Pounds was Depofited with
Mr. Dormer for the Benefit of any particular Perfon,
and whom, and what was the Occafion of the
Delay, that the {aid Conveyanceswere not Executed,
and the {aid Two hundred and fixty Pounds, Pur-
chafe Money, paid out before the Year, Cne thou-
fand {even hundred and twenty ; and whether
there was likely to be a Lofs of any Money De-
pofited with the faid Mr. Dormer, and that up-
on the Mafters Report ' fuch further Order thould
be made, as fhould be juft ; and the faid Earl
hopes the faid Order was very proper and necef-
fary, and takes the Liberty of Reprefenting to
your Lordfhips, That this was after the Ac-
counts of the Mafters had been laid by the faid
Earl before the Lords of the Council, and
had been for fome Time under the Confiderati-
on of the Judges, and others appointed by His
Majefty to infpeét the fame.

XVII. To the Seventeenth Article the FEarl
{aith, That he never Endeavour'd to Conceal the
Deficiency Occafioned by Mr. Dormer’s Failure,
but as the faid Earl wasunder a full Per{wafion,
that the fame would all in due Time be made
Good, and as Mr. Dormer’s Effets were coming
mn by Degrees, and no Application was mad]il to

2 im
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him by any of the Perfons Concerned, to put 2
Stop to, or any Reftraint upon the Payments, he
did not think it Incumbent upon him, Ex Officso,
to make a Declaration of an Average. And the
faid Earl faith, That he does not know that any
Order was made by him for Mr. Edwards to pay
any Money that had been lodged with Mr. Doy-
mer, except the Order aforementioned, in the
Cafe of Chitty, but believes feveral Orders have
been made by the Court for that Purpofe, and
that the faid Mr. Edwards, under a firm Per{wa-
fion that the whole Deficiency would be made
Good, paid out the whole Sums fo Ordered, fo
far as the Money then in his Hands would

~ XVIIL. To the Eighteenth Article the faid Farl

faith, He never knew how the Mafters kept or
difpofed of the Money and Effeéts belonging to
the Suitors of the Court ; and as he believes, that
after Dr. Edisbury’s Failure, the then Lord Chan-
cellor, fo he knows that after Mr. Dormer's Mis-
fortune, the faid Earl thought of {everal Methods
to prevent any Inconvenience upon the like Ac-
cident for the Future; but they had both the
fame Misfortune, not to bring any of them
to fuch Perfeftion, as to venture to put them in
Practice. :

That Several Propofals were made to him by the
Perfons he Confulted upon that Occafion, but
none that he believes, it will be held Criminal
not to have then Eftablithed ; fome things were

that he thought Impracticable, fome In-
el i
tion he to make, t s he pro-
poled to himfelf; were to Provide Et’:? whatlu:vcr
Deficiency might happen in the OﬂiocMIatE of
- r. Dor-
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Mr. Dormei, to Secure the Suitors from any fi-
ture Lofs, and to make feveral Regulatiops relat-
ing to the Offices of the Mafters, and he thought
thefe would be beft done together, nor had he
perfected the Scheme of any One of them to his
own Satisfaction; he Remembers no Propofal, that
he thought would take it totally out of the Pow-
er of the Mafters, to difpofe of the Securities or
Effects, or effectually Secure the Cafh. The faid
Farl Admits, that he did not Demand any Secu-
rity to be given by any of the faid Mafters at the
time of their Admittance, becaufe it had not been
done by his Predeceflors, who were much Wifer
Men than himfelf, nor was he {fomuchas asked by
any of the Parties Interefted fo to do; as to what
the faid Farl did with Relation to the Accounts
of the faid Mafters, "he hath already fet ft::-rth,
and faith, That he gave no Permiflion nor En-
couragement to the Mafters of the Court, to Em-
ploy or Traffick with the Suitors Money for their
own Gain or Profit; he owns, that with

to the Securities in the Hands of the Mafters, he
made no General Order, and thinks it the lefs
Material, becaufe, notwithftanding what is al-
ledzed in the Clofe of this Article, he believes
all the prefent Mafters did, in December laft, Pro-
duce all the Securities in their Hands, and the
Court of Chancery hath fince Secured the fame
for the Benefit of the Suitors.

XIX. To the Nineteenth Article the faid Earl
faith, That upon great Confideration of Mr. Dey--
mer’s Deficiency, and of the Danger there might
be of further Inconveniencies, with Relation to
the Money and Effets in the Hands of the Ma-
{ters, and of feveral Difputes and Differences that
had arifen in the Court of Chancery, and of fome

Ap-
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Applications of the faid Mafters, for Eftablifhing
them in their juft Rights, and of fome Practices
of the Mafters, which the faid Farl thought ought
to be Reformed; he was Convinced, that the
fame was a work of too great Confequence for
him Singly to Attempt, and being highly Senfi-
ble of His moft Sacred Majefty’s Paternal Good-
nefs to His People, did prefume humbly to Be-
feech His Majefty, as the fountain of Jultice, to

ute fome of His moft Honourable Privy Coun-
cil, to take the Matters aforefaid into Confidera-
tiof, in Ordér to the Eftablithing fuch Regulati-
ons, as might tend to the Honour of that High
Court, and to the Advantage of His Majefty’s
Subjects being Suitors there; which Requelt, His
Majefty out of His Wonted Goodnefs, was pleafed
to receive very Gracioufly, and Named feveral
Lords, and other Honourable Perfons of His Pri-
vy Council, to be a Committee, to take the fame
into Confideration ; and purfuant to His Maje-
fty’s Command, the faid Committee met, and
gan with the Accounts of the {aid Mafters, where-
in the faid Farl begs leave to Appeal to fuch of
your Lordthips, who Attended in that Committee,
whether he did not Contribute to the Utmoft of
his Power, to have every thing done which the
faid Committee thought Expedient : And the faid
Earl faith, that he made all fuch Orders as were
by them Judged requifite, and {o prefled the Fx-
ecution therecf, that not only the Accounts of
all the Mafters then in being were brought in,
but all the Securities in all their Hands, and the
Cafh of moft of them were Achuilly Lodged in
the Bank of England, and therefore the {aid Farl
is greatly Surprized, to find himf{elf Charged
with Obftruéting the taking thofe Accounts, which
he had thus defired might be taken, and Contribu-

- P ted
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ted to the taking of them with all his Power,
And the faid Earl faith, That he never thought of
preventing a Parliamentary Enquiry, any other-
wife, thanby making it unneceffary, and procu-
ring to the Suitors a full redrefs of all their
Grievances, and rectifying whatever he found A-
mifs, and that he looked upon to be his Duty,
and begs leave to fay it here Once for all, in An-
{wer to all the feveral Infinuations of that kind

Contained in the Articles. o w3k
And the faid Earl further faith, That whilethe
{aid Accounts were taking, every one of the faid
Mafters declared over and over, that they had
Fffects fufhicient to Anfiver their whole Accounts,
and the faid Earl Firmly believed the fame to be
true, and as all of them that he faw ( which he
believes were all, or at leaft all but Mr. Kynafton)
had told the faid Earl, that they were ableto An-
{wer their Accounts; and when they brought
their Accounts to the faid Earl; for him to lay be-
fore the faid Committee, Mr. Holford had wrote
under his Account fome Declaration to that Effet,
‘and {ome others of them, as he remembers, had
made ufe of fome other Expreflions, which he
‘thought not {o proper, and fome, as he believes,
had wrote -nothing ( but he cannot Diftinguifh
the Perfons )-and the faid Farl thinking that
when the faid Accounts came to be laid before
the Committee of Council by him, it would be
proper that the fame thing fhould be Declared to
the Commirttee, which had been faid to him
fingly, he Advifed them all to Write the fame
Words under their Accounts; and did tell them,
1n great Sincerity and Friendfhip, that at a
Time when fo many Men's Mouths were open
againft them as Infolvent, it would be for their
Honour and Intereft to make it appear, that they
3 were
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were Able and Sufficient, as he then believel
them to be, but never thought of a Contrivance
to have them Deceitfully appear or feem what
they really were not ; and he fays tliey did then
withdraw to make the Subfcription;, or at leat
{o many of them whofe Accounts were then
ready, and foon after deliverd them to_the faid
Earl, who carried them with him to the Com-
mittee. of Council, whithet he was then going,
without looking upon . them; but upon reading
them at the Council, it was obferved that they
thad not all ufed the fame Words, having Varied
confiderably, but what any of the Subferiptions
were, he cannot take upon him to fet forth,
- And the faid Farl further faith, That a {ub-
fequent Order being made by the faid Earl, for
the faid Mafters to produce their Securitics, and
their Cafh, before the Perfons appointed to In-
{peck their Accounts, they made great Complaint,
that {o many hundred thoufand Pounds fhould
be required at {o fhort a Warning, and {ome of
them faying, that though they had Effects {ufh-
‘cient, and: could raife the Whole, if they had a
Little Time, defired the {aid Earl to allow them
further Time for that Purpofe; but the f{aid Earl
faith, That he required them to beftir themfelves,
and raife itimmediately,telling them, that fince
they had Effels to give Security, they might
find Friends to furnifh the Money ; and believes
he did ﬁﬁ thi::: fglme ofl' thiir m!.lr:l. Brethren
might able to let them have Money,
tillgilhe?rﬁmu‘ljfl raife it another Waf'.- _ e
~But if any of them did {upply others with
Cafh or Effects to produce, only to make a falle
Shew and Appearance of their Ability, and Rea-
dinefs to Anfwer the Ballance of their Accounts,
the faid Earl knows nothing of it, and i1s ri]"im:
. ey
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they had not the leaft Encouragement from him
fo to do.

XX. To the Twentieth Article the faid Earl
faith, That it never entred into his Thoughts, to
make ufe of, nor did he ever make ule of any of
the Money belonging to the Suitors of the Court,
for his own private Advantage, but believes, that
in December, One thoufand feven hundred and
twenty, having Occafion for the Sum of One
thoufand five hundred Pounds, and ‘Asking his
Secretary, Mr. Cottmgbam, whether he could lend
him the fame, he faid he could not, but would
procure it for him, and accordingly Borrowed
the {ame from Mr. Codfrey, One of the Mafters
of the faid Court, and the faid Earl gave his own
Note for Payment thereof to the faid Mr. God-
frey, and in February following Repaid One
thoufand Pounds, Part of the faid Principal Sum ;
but in the {fame Month of February, One thou-
fand feven hundred and twenty, upon a frefh
Occafion, borrowed again Part of the faid One
thoufand Pounds fo paid back, and a Note or
Notes were given for the Payment thereof ; and
fome Time after the {1id Farl Ordered the whole
Money borrowed of the faid Mr. Godfrey to be
paid, with all the Intereft due for the {fame ; and
the {aid Godfrey received the Principal, but would
not be prevailed upon to take the Intereft, orany
Part thereof : And the faid Farl faith, That all
the {aid Money was repaid within the Compafs
of a Vear, after it was borrowed ; and the faid
Earl declares, That he never received or borrow-
ed any Sum or Sums of Money whatfoever, of
any of the Malters of the faid Court, except as
above fet forth.

6
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XXI. To the One and twentieth Article the {2id
Earl {aith, That upon the firi¢teft Review of his
own Behaviour, during the Time he had the Ho-
nour of Serving His moft Sacred Majefty in the
Office of Lord Chancellor, he is not Confcious to
himfelf that he ever did, in any Illegal or Arbi-
trary Manner, Extend his Power, or the Power cf
the Court, beyond their Lawful and Juft Bounds,
or that he did Arbitrarily or Illegally affume to
himfelf, as Lord Chancellor, or by Colour of his
Office, any Unjuft and Unlimitted Power of Dif-
penfing with, Sufpending, or Controuling the Laws
or Statutes of this Realm, or that he any wavs
Opprefled the Suitors of the Court, or was guil-
ty of any Breach or Violation of the Rights or
Liberties of the Subject, or of his own Oath, as
Lord Chancellor : And with regard to the particu-
lar Complaint againft him in this Article, the faid
Earl {aith, That Rachel Tyfon, in the Article named,
as the Farl is informed, cauled a Bill to be Exhi-
bited in the Court of Chancery, in the Name of
her Son and Daughter, in the faid Article likewife
mentioned, by their Prochemn Amy, againit her-
{elf, and the faid Fobn Tyfon and others, to have
the Trufts in the Will of her late Husband duly

med ; and the {fame was brought to Hear-

g at the Rolls the Seventh Day of Fuly, One
thoufand feven hundred and eighteen, and by the
Decree then made, It was amongft other Things
Ordered, upon the Prayer ( as the faid Earl hath
heard and believes ) of the Councel employ'd by
the faid Racbel Tyfon, that a Receiver fhould be
appointed of the Rents and Profits of the Real
Eftate, who was to have a Salary allowed him,
and Power to Let and Set the {aid Eftate, as there
fhould be Occafion, with the Approbation of the
Q Mafter
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Mafter, to whom the Caufe was referred : And
the {aid Earl faith, That in Execution of that
Part of the Decree, which directed a Receiver to
be appointed, the Mafter having certified that he
had appointed Fobn Nicholas, Fiq; to be the Re-
ceiver of the Rents and Profits of the {aid Effate,
the {aid Fobn Tyfon, thinking himfelf Aggrieved
thereby, did, in the ufual Courfe of Proceedings
in the faid Court, caufe Exceptions to be Filed
againft the fame, and upon the Arguing thereof
before the faid Farl, by Councel of both Sides,
Affidavits were read, to fhew that the {aid Fob»
Nicholas was an Improper Perfon ; that the faid
Teflator had declared in his Life Time, that the
{aid Fobn Nicbclas by Name fhould not have any
thing to do with the Management of his Effate;.
and that a Confiderable Part thereof confifted in
old Houfes and Water-works : And the faid Earl,
upon 2 Fnll Hearing of both Parties, was of
Opinion, that the faid Fobn Nicholas ought not
to be appointed the Receiver ; and upon the Pro-
pofal of the faid Fobn Tyfon, then in Court, Or-
der'd Robert Doyley, Elq; to be Receiver, he giv-'
ing Security to beapproved of by the {aid Mafter;
which Order was made, as he believes, on the
Fifteenth of Fanuary, in the Year One thoufand
feven hundred and eighteen, and Afhrmed upon
the Rearguing the {aid Exceptions on the Sixth of
Mavch, in the Year One thoufand {feven hundred
and eighteen; fince which Time the Parties In-
terelted have never thonght fit to Complain there-
of to your Lordfhips éy Appeal, 1n order to
have 1t Reverfed, as Miftaken or Unjuft, thongh
now the making thereof is Complained of as a
Crime ; and the {aid Earl is not Afhamed to Own,
that he was very well Acquainted with the faid
Robevt Doyley for fome Years before the faid L(‘Dr:

er,
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der, and believed him to be a Perfon of great
Honour and Integrity, Application and Exaét-
nefs, and believes there are feveral Perfons of Di-
ftin&tion, to whom he had the Honour to. be
known, who had the fame Opinion of him; but
the faid Earl did not appoint him Receiver becaufe
of his own Refpect for him, but becaufe he was
named by the faid Fobn Tyfon, who wasUncleof
the faid Infant, and Executor of his Father's Will in
Truft for him, and by the fame Will appointed his
Guardian in cafe of his Mother’s Death or Mar-
riage, and to whom the faid Teftator had Devifed
the faid Eftate, in cafe of the Deathof the faid In-
fant withoutIflueMale,and whofe Intereft it there-
fore was to take Care of the Infant’s Intereft in
that particular ; and  the faid Fodn Tyforr and
Sir Cefar Ch:ld (- whole Danghter thefaid Yobn Ty-
Joir had Married ) had fuch Confidence in him the
{aid Robert Doyley, that upon the Fighteenth Day
of March,One thoufand {even hundred and eigh-
teen, they entred into a Recognizance, together
with him, in the Penalty of Seven thoufand Pounds
for the faid Robert Doyley’s duly accounting for an
paying the Money he thould receive out of the {aid
Infant’s Eftate ; And the {aid Farl faith, That no
Complaint was ever madeto the faid Earl againft
the faid Robert Doyley to the time of his Death;
but he owns that he hath heard, that upon the
Mafter’s Stating the  Accounts fince Chriftinas laft;
there does appear due from the faid Robert Doyley
about Two thoufand and five hundred Pounds,
or Two thoufand fix hundred Pounds, but be-
lieves there is not any fear or doubt but that the
fame 15 very well fecured by the faid Recognizance.

And the faid Earl faith, That he does not re-
member the particular Expreflions ufed by the
Councel or himfelf, upon Arguing or Rearguing
. 3 the
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the faid Exceptions, but he cannot believe that
any Councel of great Ability and Experience in
the faid Court, would have thought what the
faid Earl did Extraordinary, much lels would
have ufed fuch an Expreflion to the faid Earl
as in the Articles, which is an Indecent Cenfure
of his Proceedings ; and here being a Decree in
this Cafe, approved of by all Parties, that a Re-
ceiver fhould be appointed to receive the Rents
and Profits of the Infant’s Eftate, the faid Farl is
at a lofs to underftand, how the fixing on the
Perfon to be the Receiver, upon good Security,
to account for and pay the {ame for the Infant’s
Ufe, is Reviving the Court of Wards, whofe Bu-
{inefs it was to take the Rents and Profits of the
Infant’s Eftate for the Kings Ule, without Ac-
counting for any of them to the Infant, bur
barely providing a Maintenance for him, at the

Difcretion, perhaps, of fome Grantee of the Cu-
{tody.

Thus the {aid Farl has laid his Cafe before your
Lordfhips, and doth further, for Anfwer to all
the faid Articles, fay, That he is not Guilty of
all or any of the Matters contained in the faid
Articles, or any of them, in Manner and Form
as they are therein Charged againft him; And
the faid Farl doth further Infift upon the Benefit
of His Majefty’s moft Gracious and General Free
Pardon, granted to all His Subjeéts (not therein
Excepted ) in and by an A¢t of Parliament for
that Purpofe made in the Seventh Year of His Ma-
jefty’s Reign, in Bar of, and in his Defence againft
the faid Impeachment, and the faid Articles Ex-
hibited in Maintenance thereof, and all and every
the Proceedings thereupon, fo far as the fame
extend to any Negleét, Offence, or Mifdemeanor,

6 or
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or Suppofed Neglect, Offence, or Mifdemeanor,
or any other Act, Matter, or Thing, Suffered,
Done, or Committed, or Omitted, by him the
{aid Earl, before the Four and twentieth Day of
Fuly, in the Year One thoufand feven hundred
-and twenty one, and doth humbly Infift, That
no Evidence ought to be given againft him for or
concerning any of the Matters or Things aforefaid,
in and by the faid A¢t Pardoned, or any of them,
-and doth Aver, That he is not within any of the
Exceptions in the faid At contained.

MACCLESFIELD.
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Thomas Earl of Maccleshield,

Ll HE Commons have Confi-

AN ™ 2 dered the Anfwer of Thomas

W St Farl of Macclesfield, to the
& —— Vi Articles FExhibited againft
/4’75 him by the Knights, Citi-

. i zens, and Burgeffes in Par-
"' ]umcnt Aflembled, and Ob-
i lerve, that the faid Farl hath
Induﬂrmuﬂv Avoided giv-
ing a diret and particular Anfwer to feveral
Matters pofitively and certainly Alledged a raﬁnft
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him in the faid Articles, which, from the Nature
of the Facts themfelves, muft neceflatily Lie in
his own Knowledge, and hath Attempted to Dif-
guifeand Cover the Real Crimes laid to his Charge,
by Immaterial and Evafive Infinuations of Fadts
of a Different Nature ; and that many Parts of
the faid Anfwer are Contradiftory to, and In-
confiftent with each other, upon which they
might Demand your Lordfhips Immediate Judg-
ment : Yet the Commons being able to Maintain
the Truth and Tuftice of their Accufation, are
willing to Fenter into the due Examination there-
of ; and do Aver their Charge of High Crimes
arid Mifdemeanors againft the faid Thomas Earl
of Macclesfield to be true, and that the faid Earl
is Guilty, in {fuch Manner as he ftands impeach-
ed ; and that the Commons will be ready to prove
their Charge againft him, at {uch Convenient
time as fhall te Appointed for that Purpofe.




